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1 


TO  THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE,  FIRST  SESSION  THIRTIETH  CONGRESS. 


A. 
Abolitionism,  concerning,     -        .        -         62,95 
A'ccoants,  reports  from  the  Committee  on,  -    582 
Accounts    of  certain    acting   officers.     (See 
Treasury  Department.) 

Acts,  list  of, 1086 

Adams,  Benjamin, &  Co.,  and  others,  bill  for 

the  relief  of,  -        -        .        -     361,462,87.2 
Adams,  John  duincy,  a  representative  from 

Massachusetts,  his  iHness  announced,  -    383 
liis  death  announced, &c.,  and  funeral  hon-    ' 

ors,       - 388 

Adams,  Louisa  Catharine,  tise  widow  of  the 
late  John  Q.uincy  Adams,  bill  granting 
the  franking  privilege  to,        -    "   -         -     403 
Adjouo-nment.s  over,      -         -         -         -         -       78 
Adjournment,  of  Congress,  propositions  for, 

and  discussions  thereon,     804,  828,  834,  870, 
892,  897,  1009 
Adjutant.     (See  Military  Academy.) 
Advances  and  supplies.     (See  Mabama.) 
Agents  and  attorneys,  bill  to  authorize  the 
'payment  of  equitable   commissions   to 
the,  of  persons  in  whose   favor  awards 
have   been    made    under    three   several 
treaties  between  the  United  States  and 
certain   foreign   powers,   which  awards 
have  been   retained   in    the   treasury  in 
payment  of  debts  due  the  United  States,     liG 
Agriculture,  election  of  the  Committee  on,     19,21 
Akranfeldt,  Charles,  and  John  F.  H.  Vogt, 

bill  for  the  relief  of,        -         -         -         -     870 
Alabama,  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  in- 
terest on   llie  amount  advanced    by  the 
Slate  of,  to  the   General   Govern m.ent, 
pending  the  Creek  hostilities  in  18.36  and 
1837,     -        -        -       -  74,  397,  694,  700,  763 
bill  to  cede  to  the  State  of,  the  lands  un- 
sold in  that  State  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted  Stales,  and    remaining  unsold  after 
the  1st  day  of  May,  1848,  and  for  otiier 
purposes,       ---...     540 
resolutions  and  memorials  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of,-      '-        -        .         -      2.30,361,520 
(See  Boundary — Indicin  Reservations.) 
bill  granting   to  the  State  of,  the  right  of 
way  and  a  donation  of  public  lands  for 
malting  a   railroad   from   Mobile  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio  river,  999, 1010,  1038,  1051 
bill  authorizing  the  State  of,  to  apply  cer- 
tain lands  granted  to  the  State  for  inter- 
nal improvements  and  use  of  schools  in 
the  valueless  sections  in  said  State,        -  10.52 
Alexander,  Columbus,  and  Theodore  Bar- 
nard, bill  for  the  relief  of,      -        -     508,887 
Alexandria,  bill  to  retrocede  the  ccuntv  of, 
in  the  Di-strict  of  Columbia,  to  the  Stale 
of  Virginia,  -        -        -         -      170,2.30,874 
Allen,  William,  of  Ohio,   ],  4,  111,  121,  184,  217 
248, 249,  342,  .383,  .384,  .388,  403,  468,  476,  .540, 
5.58, 580,  58 1 ,  .'593,  6.39,  642,  685,  695, 728, 744, 
•    773, 784,  808,  8 1 8,  854,  883, 899,  947, 982,  983, 
1009,  1038, 1039,  1044, 10.50, 1051, 10.52,  1056, 
1059,  10G5,  1066,  1067,  1085 


SENATE.     ' 

Allen,  William,  of  Ohio — 
resolutions  by,     13,  69,  384,  387,  403,  549,  982 
remarks  concerning  his  proposition  to  print 

the  President's  message,       "        -        -       13 
remarks  on  Mr.  Calhoun's  resolution  con- 
cerning the  conquest  of  Mexico,    -  53,54 
Announces  the  death,  and   pronounces  an 
eulogy  upon  the  life  and  character  of  the 
Hon.  Thomas  L.  Hamer,  deceased,      -       68 
remarks  concerning  the  bill  for  the  increase 

of  the  army,  -         -        -         .       80,469 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Man- 
gum,  calling  for  General  Scott's  plan  of 
fwture  operations  in  Mexico,  -      184,217 

his  resolutions  concerning  the  law  for  the 
punishment  of  unauthorized  persons 
holdiws: correspondence  and  treatinjj  with 
any  nation  with  which  the  United  States 
may  be  at  war,  -  -  -  -  384^  387 
remarks  oti  the  appropriation  for  a  minister 

to  Rome, 512,513 

remarkson  his  resolution  of  congratulation 

to  France,     549,  558,  5S7,  569,  580,  590,  591 
remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Supreme 

Court, 594,  640,  642 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  pwrchase  the 

full-length  porti-ait  of  General  Taylor,  -     695 
remarks  on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  JoJinson, 
of  Maryland,  concerning  the  failure  of  the 
President  to  lay  before  the  Senate  certain 
military  appointments,  -         -       745,753,783 
remarks  concerning  the  contract  for  carry- 
ing the  southern  mail,  -        -      854,  855,  982 
remarks  concerning  the  reporting,    -         -  1065 
Allen,  Alborne,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  817,  853,  1056 
Alien,  Charles  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -  1016 
American  Colonization  Society.     (See  Pas- 
sengers in  merchant  vessels.) 
American  vessels.     (See  Vessels.) 
Amistad  case,  concerning  the,       -         -         -     917 
Anderson,  Timothy  P.,  deceased,  bill  autlio- 
rizing  the  renewal  of  the  patent  for  the 
widow  and  heirsat-law  of,    -         -         -     640 
Anderson,  Charles  G.,  proposed  compensa- 
tion to,  ------  1043 

Anderson,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  309,  520, 1011 
Andrews,  Asa,  of  Ipswich,  in  the  State  of 

Massachusetts,  hill  for  the  relief  of,       -       74 
Angus,  Anne  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      .309,  625 
Annexation   of  new  territory  to   the  United 
States,  resolution  of  Mr.  Dickinson  de- 
clarative of  the  principles  which  should 
regulate  the,  -        -        -    21,  27,  54,  157,  349 
remarks  thereon  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  -     157 

Appeals  from  the  trial  of  issues  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  bill  to  resulate,  853,  1066 
Appointments.  Resolution  calling  upon  the 
President  for  reasons  why  certain  ap- 
poinlmonts  of  civil  and  military  officeis 
have  not  beeti  presented  to  1  he  Sena  to,  a  nil 
debate  thereon,  744,  753,  761,  7(i3,  770,  783 
Appropriations  made,  and  offices  created,  the 
present  session.  (See  Officers,  new. 
House  index. 


Appropriations,  bill  to  supply  deficiencies  in 
the,  for  the  service  of  the  fi.«cal  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1848,    453,462,476,509,520,536 
remarks  thereon,  by — 


Mr.  Allen, 
Mr.  Atherton, 
Mr.  Badger, 
Mr.  Clayton, 
Mr.  Davis,    - 
Mr.  Foote,    - 
Mr.  Hale,     - 
JVIr.  Hannegan, 
Mr,  Mangum, 
Mr.  Niles,    - 
Appropriation  bills. 


Ar 


-  512,513 

510 

513 

-  509,  510 
510 

-  510,511,512 

-  510,  511,  512 
509 

-  511,512 

-    509 
(See  Savannah  River — 
Dry  Dock — Indian  Department — Military 
.Academy — Post  Office   Department — Pen- 
sions— Jinny — Mivy — Light- Hovses 

Fortifications — Civil  and  Diplomatic  Bill 
—  California  operations.) 
itration.     (See  Cleims.) 
ArgiTla,  instead  of  marble  recommended  in 
the    future   construction  of    the    public 
buildings,      ------  1016 

Arkansas.     (See  .Judicial  Districts.) 

bin  to  grant  to  the  State  of,  certain  unsold 
land   subject  to  overflow,  for  the   pur- 
poses   of    internal    improvement,    edu- 
cation, &c.,  -        -        -        -  738,  1043,  1047 

biii  to  revive  and  extend  the  provisions  of 
an  act  to  settle  the  title  to  certain  tracts 
of  land  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  -    862,  1073 
Arkansas.     (See  Volunteers.) 

bill  allowing  exchanges  of  and  granting 
additional  school  lands  in  the  State  of,  -  892 
Armistice  with  Mexico.  Resolution  of  in- 
quiry concerning,  &c.,  and  communica- 
tion from  the  President,  -  384,  387,  402 
Arms,  public,  resolution  concerning  the  man- 
ufacture of, 700 

Army,  memorial  of  the  officers  of  the  army 
in  Mexico.     (See  Pen.sions.) 
bill  making  an  appropriation  to  supply,  iti 
part,  a  deficiency  in   the  appropriations 
for  subsistence  in  kind  of  the  army  and 
volunteers,  during   the  year  ending  the 
30th  June,  1847,    -        -        -  67,  75,  85,  110 
bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited   time,  an   addi- 
tional mililary  force,  63,78,86,  111,  122,  137, 
171,    197,    217,    264,    271,    284,    301, 
310,  328,  338,  342,  350,  362,  379.  384, 
462,  467,  477,  483 
remarks  concerning,  by — 


Mr.  Allen,    - 

Mr.  Berrien, 

Mr.  Butler,  - 

Mr.  B.idger, 

Mr.  Cass,    - 

Mr.  Calhoun, 

Mr.  Clayton, 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi, 

Mr.  Douglas, 

Mr.  Foote,    - 

Mr.  Hale,     - 


-  SO,  469 

-  79 
90,  92 

-   90.91,  92  2();» 
78,79,  80,  81,89,!);).  91 

-  79-  8i),  89 
79,  150,  151 

-  92 

-  92 
89,  90,  91,92 

80,  81 


IV 


INDEX  TO 


Army,  rcniaiks  concerning,  by — 

Mr.  Mnnsum,      -        -        -        -         91,92 

Mr.  Webster, !•")(' 

Mr.  Wesicnit,       -         '         '         :       .^9'  ^2 
remaika  on  the  above  bill,  upon  which  is 

fiiily  tiis<-ussed  the  fM)!icy  of  iheMexi- 

CHM  war,  by — 
Mr.  F.aldwin^        ...        -     310,  .16& 
Mr.  Hell,      -        •        -      292,299,302,303 
Mr.  Ee.-rien,         -----     483 

Mr.  Duller,  -        164,  18-1,  233,  273,  499,  501 
Mr.  Creese,  -----     3.50 

Mr.  Csllioun,  114, 115, 174,  477,  496,  497,  498 

Mr.  Cuss,      86,  113,  114,  150,  151,  302,  321, 

462,  468,  490,  496,  500,  501 

Mr.  Clarke,-        -----     242 

Mr.  Clayton,   151,  160.  212,  213,  234,  236, 

491,  499,  .WO,  501,  502,  503 

Mr.  Ciitsenden,   Hi,  112,  113,  114,  150,  151 

Mr.  Davis, of  Mississippi,  114,  233,  311,321, 

497,  438 
Mr.  Dix,       -        -        -  -         .     250 

Mr.  Dnitglas,        -        -       500,501,502,503 
Mr.  Downs,  -----     271 

Mr.  Fooie,  209,  212,  217,  235,  303,  310,  495 


Mr.  Greene, 

Mr.  Hale,     -         -         -         - 

Mr.  Hnnler, 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Georgia, 

IMr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  - 

My.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  - 

Mr.  iMason,  -  .  . 

Mr.  .Maiigum,       -        -         - 

Mr,  Miller,  -         -         -         - 


■9 

-  122 

-  310 

-  479 
137,  147,  150 

-  50J 

-  467 

-  468 

-  320,  321 

-  .328,  503 
-      171,174,236 

-  374 
174,  236,  237,  302,  310 

-  .338 

-  362 

-  342 

-  484,  4i)5 


Mr.  ?Mles,  - 
Mr.  Pearce,  - 
?vlr.  Rusk,  - 
Mr.  Sevier,  - 
Mr.  Underwood,  - 
Mr.  IJfjham, 
Mr.  Tniney, 
Mr.  Vi/ebsier, 

volunteer  force,  additional.  (See  Mexico 
JyJedicdl  i>l'iff — Major  Generab,  &(c,) 

bill  10  increa.-ic  the  efficiency  of  the  army, 
by  a  rsiired  list,  for  disabled  officers,  214,  361, 

727,  827 

joint  resolution  to  regulate  the  diachsrge 
and  pnyment  of  the  troops  returnins: 
from  Mexico,         -         -        -     839,843,814 

bill  concerning  the  pay  department  of  the 
army,    -         -         -         -         -         -         -     906 

joint  resolution  for  the  speedy  payment  of 
three  n>onths'  extra  pay  to  the  officers, 
non-commi.'Jsioned  ofiicers,  musicians, 
and  privates,  who  have  served  in  the 
late  war  with  Mexico,  -         -         -         -  1009 

bill  inal<ing  a(>propriaiioM  for  the  support 
of  the,  -         1047,  1055, 1056,  1068,  1076 

Arts,  the  useful,  bill  to  amend  an  act  10  pro- 
mote the  progress  of  the,  and   to  repeal 
all  acts  and  parts  of  ads  lieretofore  made 
for  that  purpose,  -         -         -         -     633,  640 
Ashley,  Chester,  of  Arkansas,   1,   13.  26,59,63, 
74,  75,   85,86,   110,  136,  146,  157,  170,  182, 
197,  209,  2.30,  241,  250,  261,  262,  292,299, 
301,  309,  320,  327,  261,  363,  377,  378,  423, 
453,456,  461,  466.  503,  5t)7,  509.  526,540, 
558,  567,   5sl,  590,  623,  625,  633,  640,  642, 
648,  649,  66,5 

resolutions  by,  -   52,  .59,  209,  262,  284,  526 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  tlie  Sti- 
pn«hie  Court,         -         -       593,595,640,642 

his   death   atmounced,    and    funerJil    hon- 
.  ors,       -         -         -         .       714,  715,  71(5,  703 
Asia  and  Eastern  Africa,  proposed  appropri- 
ation to  collect  statistics  in,     -         1029,  1044 
Asylum.     (See.  Mililttry  Jlsylvm  ) 
Alchi.son,  D-ivid  11.,  of  Missouri,  1,  19,  26,  51,  61, 
«2,  74,  78,  91,   121,1.35,214,2.30,270,  327, 
328,  337,  33-^,   377,  378,  446,  456,  476,  520, 
526,  625,  633,  676,  728,  761,  792,  793,  7!!8, 
804,  808,  «41,  843,  844,8.53,862,865,870, 
883,  892,  897,  903,  906,  907,917,954,997, 
1001,  1009,  1028,  1038,  1068 

resolutions  by,  26,  526,  530,  676,  797,  798,  844 

*ppoinied  President  ^ro  tern,  of  the  .Senate,  291, 

873,  1010 

remarks  on  the  hill  for  the  .lettlement  of 
the  (California  claims,   -         -         .         -     55] 

remarkson  ilic  proposition  to  adjourn  Con- 
«"■''■'■>    -------     865,866 

rerriHrks  conreriiing;  the  appropriation  for 
the  marine  hoHpiul  at  New  Orlanna,       -  •921 


Atherton,  Charles  G.,  of  New  Hampshire,  1,  18, 
S2.  75,  85,  1.35,  136,  214,  241,  462,  476,  477, 
479,  508,  .5(19,  520,  521,  .536,  540,  541,  5«>, 
593,  642,  694,  700,  773,  783,  785,  793,  798, 
805,  809,  828.  839,  840,  841,  844,  854,  858, 
876,  883,  903,  909,  916,917,921,926,927, 
9.32.  937.947.949.982,997,1008.1009,  1011, 
1016, 1024, 1025,  1029, 1038,  1043, 1047, 1051, 
1055,  1056,  1074,  1076,  1077,  1083 
resolutions  by,  -         -         -         -         -       13 

remarks  on   presenting   resohttions  of  the 
Legislature    of    New    Hampshire,    of 
thanks  to  Generals  Taylor  and  Scott,    -       52 
remarlts  on  the  appropriation  for  a  minis- 
ter to  Rome,  -----     5]0 
remarics  on  the  loan  bill,  -         -         -         -     526 
remarks  on  being  appointed  President  of 

the  Senate  pro  tetn.,        -  -         -        •     808 

reniiM-ifs  on  the  Indian  approprratioD'  bill,     828 
remarkson  the  proposition  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress,  -        -        -         -     g34 
remarks  on   the  Indian  appropriation  bill,     840 
remarks  concerning  the  contract  for  build- 
ing mail  steamer.9,          -         -         -         .     954 
Attachments,  bill  to  make  attachments  which 
are  made  under  process  issuing  from  the 
court.s  of  the  United  Slates,  to  conform 
to  the  State  laws  regulating  such,  -     382,  198 

B. 

Bads-er,  Georse  E.,  of  North  Carolina',  1,  2],  61, 
'67.  76,  77, 95,  111,  121, 122, 136, 146, 150, 171, 
177, 210, 2.39,  301 ,  320, 338, 349, 350,  361 ,  378, 
3«3,  467,  48.3,  508,  511,  .520,  582,  640,  642,  648, 
649,  656,  685,  700,  727,  761,  764,  765,  773,  777, 
785,  786,  793,  79'8,  804,  805,  809,  822, 827,  828, 
834, 840,  844,  854,  858, 865,  870,  871 ,  876,  898, 
903, 906.  909, 917, 922,  927, 932,  936, 949. 964, 
983,  1008,  1009,  1011,  1024, 10,25, 1031, 10.38, 
1044,  1052,  1065,  1066,  1076,  1077 

resolutions  by,  78,  .337,  379,  623,  633,  676,  684, 
694,  744,  765,  827,  840,  844,  946,  949,  1065 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  W.  B. 

Slaughter, 86 

remarks  concerning  the  bill  to  increa.se  the 
army,      -         -         -        -  90,91,92,209 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel 
McRne, 378 

remarks  concerning  franking  privilege,  379,  380 

remarks  concerning  the  proposed  mission 
to  Rome,       ------     477 

remarks  on  the  bill  respecting  the  franking 
privilege  of  memliers  of  Congress,  -     508 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  a  minister 
to  Rome, 513 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  theSunreme 
Court,-        -        -        -    ■    -        -     596,  642 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  ascertain  and  pay  the 
California  claims — concernina-  operation 
of  the  army  in  California,    627,  677,  704,  705 

remarkson  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain 
Jesse  D.  Elliott, 636 

remarks  on  resolution  to  purchase  the  full- 
length  portrait  of  General  Taylor,    694,  1695 

remarkson  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Baghy, 
asserting  the  principles  which  should 
govern  the  United  Stales  in  the  acqui- 
sition of  new  teri-itory,  -         -         -         -     770 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  liill,     809 

remarks  on  printing  tlie  report  of  the  Com- 
mipsioner  of  Patents,     -         -         -         -     g28 

remarks  concerning:  the  establishment  of  a 
branch  mint  at  New  York,   -        -     936,937 

remarks  concerning  the  mileage  of  mem- 
bers,     -        - 1016 

remarks  concerning  the  plan  for  reporting,  1065 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  Mex- 
ican claims,  ------  1067 

remarks  on  ihebill  to  establish  temporary 
governments  in  Oregon,  California,  Ac,    811, 

818,  1001 

Badger,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -         -     (;23 

Bagbv.  Arthur  P.,  of  Alabama,  1,  67,  74,  196,  208, 

230,  264,  349, 361 ,  377, 382, 387,  403,  467,  51)1 , 

520,  540,  541 ,  57] ,  .581 ,  604,  619,  624,  633, 656, 

694,  700,  722,  723,  727,  728,  763,  772,  773,  793, 

798,  804,  809,  833,  834 

resolutions  by,  -         78,  241,  .320,  380,  765 

resolution  declarative  of  the  powers  of  the 
Federal  Government,        -         .         -  1%,  041 

resolution  declarative  of  the  principles 
which  should  };overn  the  United  Stales 
in  the  ac'iuisilion  of  new  territory,  and 
renuuks  ih^rcon,  241,  261,  284,  361,  617,  772 


^S''?''y>  Arthur  P.,  of  Alabama — 

remarks  on  the  bi'l  for  the  yeli«f  &(  the 

heirs  of  John  Paul  Jones,      -         -         -     ggg 
rernaiks  on  the  bill  to  cede  to  the  Slate  of 
Alabama  the  public  lands  lying  in  that 
Slate,     -  -         -  _       -         -         -         -     540* 

remarks  on  the  resofution  of  congratulation 

to  Prance, 580 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repair  the  dam  at  the 

head  of  Cumberland  Faiand,  -         -      633,  63-1 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of 

the  California  claims,    -         -         -         -     69T 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  take  temporary  mil- 
itary j->o3ses3iof»  of  Yucatan,        -         -     773 
resigns  his  seat,         -----     85(> 
Baker',  John  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -         -     858 
Baldwin,  John  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -     85& 
Baldwin,  Rojrer  S.,  of  Connecticut,  1,  3,  51,  59,  67, 
74.  85,  136,  182,  196,  530,  233,  249,  264,  270, 
378,  379, 387, 388, 508, 520, 525  567,  625, 761, 
890,  927,  928,  936,  989,  993,  999,  1001,  1008, 
1024,  1051,  19S8 
resElutions  by,  67,  146, 171, 196,  231 ,  299,  309, 

320,  327,  37? 
remarks  on  his  resolution  eallrng  apon  the 
President  for  information  as  to  the  ex- 
tent at>d  value  of  the  public  domain  in 
Mexico,  -  -  -  .  -  -  231, 232 
resolution  inhibiting  slavery  in  new  terri- 
tory, &c.,      299> 

remarks  concerning  a  feet  in  the  history 

of  the  Mexican  war,     -         .         -         -     31Q> 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  increase  of  the 

army,  -----         i-         .     4S^ 

remarks  on  the  resolution  ef  congratulation 
to  France,     ------    57J 

remarks  on  the  bills  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,  &c.,  -    818,  988,  lOOa 
Ball,  Amos,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -         -         -     822 
Bangor.     {Ste  Ports  of  Entry.) 
Barclay  &  Livingston,  and  Smith,  Thurgar, 

&  Co.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,   -        -   "309,872 
Barney,  Harriet,  widow  of  the  late  Commo- 
dore Barney,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  309,327,  723 
Barney,  H.  M.,  I>ill  for  the  relief  of,    -        -     625 
Barney,  Joshua,  United  Stales  agent,  bill  for 

the  relief  of,  - 
Bayard,  Anthony  Walton,  an  a^t  providing 
for  the  payment  of  arrearages  of  pension 

to,  ------- 

Bayless,  Israel,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    - 

Beale,  Robert,  elected  Seigeant-al-arms, 

Beard,   Archibald,    and    twenty-one    other 

Tennessee  mounted  volunteers,  bill  for 

the  relief  of, 906,  1017 

Bell,  John,  of  Tennessee,  ],  18,  74,  85,  95,  136, 
28^,  293,  302, 303, 309,  403, 558, 590,  593,  617, 
624,  625,  6,56,  665,  676,  728,  792, 798,  828,  835, 
840,  841,  844,  858,  862,  874,  909,  932,  1001, 
1008, 1009, 1011,  1028,  1030,  1038, 1056, 1073 
resoluiions  by,  -         -     665,  684,  787,  1051 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  army, 

concerning  the  Mexican  war, 292, 299, 302, 303 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  repair  the  dam  at 

the  head  of  Cumlierland  Island,     -         -     633 
remarkson  his  resolulioiHo  furnish  Hous- 
ton's Senate  Dclintes  to  the  House,        -     684 
remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,   809, 

828,  840,  858 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,  -        -         -         -  1074 
Bell,  Samuel  W.,  late  of  the  Cherokee  N.i- 

tioii,  bill  for  the  rplief  of,       -        -     214,635 
Benns,  Charles,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -         -     936 
Benton,  Thomas  H.,  of  Missouri,  1,  18,250,263, 
270,  291,  303,  327,  337,  378,  397,  434,  462,  466, 
467,  476,  477,  .520,  548,  549, 558, 569,  581 ,  590, 
622,  623,  723,  727, 737,  787,  793,  822,  839,  843, 
844,870,871,873,875,880,883,884,890,903, 
909,  937,  947,  949,  950,  9.54,  964,  10.59,  1066, 
1076,  1077,  1083,  1085 
resolutions  by,  85,  147,  284,  292,  309,  403,  466, 
520,  694,  822,  8,39,  844,  873,  927,  1073 
remarks   on    presenting    the    memorial   of 
Charles  Freinonl,  piayinffan  invrsli^a- 
tioii  by  committee  of  the  claims  of  Cali- 
foriiians  against  the  Government,  -     261 

remarks  on  the  bill   for   ihc   relief  of  the 

widow  of  Colonel  McRfic,    -         -        -     378 
remarks  on  the  bill   for  the  relief  of  the 

heirs  of  John  Paul  Jones,      -         -     381,383 
ftnnnunces  the  illness  of  Mr.  Adams,        -     383 
pronounces  an  eulogiuin  upon  tlifj  life  and 
character  of  Mr.  Adamii,        -         -         -    888 
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Benton,  Thomas  H.,  of  Missouri — 

remavks  on  pi-esenting  a  peuiioTi  for  a  na- 
tional prinling;  office,      .         -         -         .     434 

ii'emnrks  concerting  tlie  proposed  missioii 
to  Puotne,       -         -         -        -        -        -     477 

s-emaiks  -on  tli-e  SuprenTe  Court  bill,  -     581,  595 

•a-emarks  on  the  hiil  for  ascertaining  nrA 
paying-  the  California  claims,  concp.rninE: 
the  operations  in  Mexico,    604,630,677,685 

•j-cmaj'ks  on  the  (>re<^on  bill,       -         -         -     804 

S'cmarks  on  the  proposition  to  collect  sta- 
tistical information  through  the  Patent 
Office, -     817 

ffemnrkson  the  bill  to  prevent  the  reduction 
of  major  generals  and  brigadier  gene- 
lals, -        -    890 

a-emarks  concerning  Whitney's  railroad 
project, 1011 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appro- 
priation hill,  .         .         -        .         .  1029 

i'emarka  concerning  the  plan  for  report- 
ing,      -------  1065 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  Mex- 
ican claims,  -         -         -        -  1066,  1067 

remarks  on  the  h\\]s  to  establish  territorial 
gflvernmenl  in  Oregoi!,  diC,  -  1074,1075 

Sent,  St.  Vrain,&  Co.,  an  act  for  the  relief 

of, 1011 

Uerrien,  John  McPherson,  of  Georgia,  1,  54,  63, 
€8,  77, 78,  85, 126, 147, 177, 182, 209,  214, 230,' 
248, 270.  299,  322, 384, 387,  456, 462,  479,  480, 
483,617,623, 636, 648, 805,  811,  812,  a34,  835, 
840, 844, 854, 862,  870,  871 ,  875, 876,  898,  899, 
906,  822,549,  983,  989,  994,  998,  999,  1000, 
1052,  1061,  1068,  1077,  1084 

resolutions  by,  -        -        -      182,  214,  230 

remarks  concerning  the  purchase  of  the 
Madison  papers,  -----       76 

remarks  concwning  the  biU  for  the  increase 

of  the  army,  -----       79 

remarks  on  bill  adding  ten  regiments  to  the 
army, -concerning  the  Mexican  war,      -     483 

9-emarksoia  the  proposition  to  adjourn  Con- 
gress,   -        -     '   -        -        -        -        -    865 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 
g<3vefnments  in  Oregon,  &c.,     879,  928,  992, 

1061,  1074 
Sessee,  Anthony,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  467,  ^A 
Biddle,   Commodore,  proposition  to  pay  the 

claim  of,      - 1039 

iBoard  of  Claims.   (See  €laims.) 
Bolnn,  Edward,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    -      13^,309 
Bonds  of  the  State  of  Indiana.  (See  Indiana.) 
Sooks   to   Senators,    proposition    to   allow, 

and  debate  thereon,  -  -  -  -  22 
Borland,  Solon,  of  Arkansas,  665,  7^,  723,  738, 
744,  772,  804,  822,  834,  840,  844,  858,  873, 
879,  891,  892,  898,  903,  942,  949,  964,  983, 
1001,  1002,  1008, 1016, 1043,1047, 1048, 1051, 
105G,  1059,  1066 

Announces  the  death  of  Senator  Ashley, 
of  Arkansas,  -----     714 

remarks  on  resolutions  of  inquiry  concern- 
ing certain  nominations  withheld  from 
the  Senate, 770 

remarks  concerning  the  proposed  appro- 
priation for  Marine  hospitals,         -        -    949 
iJoundary,  between  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 

bill  to  confirm  the,         -    '   -       292,299,327 

between  Alabama  and  Florida,  bill  in  re- 
lation to  the,  403,604 

of  Texas.    (See  Texas.) 
Bounty  to  volunteers.    (See  Volwiteers.) 
Bounty  lands,  bill  to  a-llow  further  time  for 
satisfying  claims  for,  for  militaj-y  services 
in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,    52,  75, 
110, 122,  284,  858 

bill  to  amend  an  act  to  raise,  for  a  limited   ■ 
time,  an  additional  military  force  and  for 
other  purposes,  approved  11  February, 
1847, 744,  763,  777 

joint  resolution  relating  to  the  evidence 
which  shall  be  satisfactory  on  application 
for, 530 

bill  to  revive  an  act  authorizing  certain 
soldiers  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain to  surrender  bounty  lands  drawn  by 
them, and  to  locate  others  in  lieu  thereof,    834, 

879,  964 

bill  to  amend  an  act  en,titled  An  act  supple- 
mental to  the  act  providing  for  the  pros- 
ecution of  the  existing  war  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Mex- 
ico, which  concerns,      -        -     728,  942, 949 


Boun'ty  lands — 
bill  to  provide  for  the  unpaid  clfiims  of  the, 
o.mcers  and  soldiers  of  th-e  Virginia  Stnte 
aiidCotuinental  lines  oft  he  revolutionary 
army,    -------    927 

Bradbury,  .Tames  VV.,  of  Maine,  1,  19,  22,  59,  74, 
78.  ilO,  121,  l,3fi,  146,  170, 182,209,  230,  319, 
363, 387,  402,  403.  433,  480, 503,567, 520, 526, 
571,  582,  617,  787,  792,  827,  844,  8.34,  865, 
866,  916,  936, 949,  965,  9S7, 1001, 1008, 1010, 

1051,  1066 
resolutions  by,  .         -        -        -    997,  I61O 

announces  the  death  of  Senator  Fairfield, 
and    pronounces   ati    eulogy   upon    his 
life,       -         -         -        -         -         -        -       70 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of  John  Paul  Jones,       .         ..         -         -     383 
rernarks  on  the  l)ill  for  the  settlement  of 
the  Mexican  claims,      -        -         -         -  1067 

Bradlpy,  Edward,  late  a  representative  from 

Michigan,  his  death  announced,     -         -       77 
Brady,  William  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -     623 
Bragdon,   Elijah,   bill    for  the  relief  of  the 

widow  of,      -         -         '    t     '         '         '     ^^ 
Brent,  George  L.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -  1008 
Brereton,  Amelia,  bill   for  the  relief  of  the 

legal  representatives  of,     -         -         309,  1051 

Breese,  Sidney,  of  Illinois,  1,  4,  13,15,18,21,22, 

51,  52,  59,  63,  74,  76,  77,  78,  85,  95,  HO,  111, 

136,  1.37,  146,  170,  171,  182,  214,230,  237, 

■  270,  271,  284,  301,  309,  320,  327,340,  343, 

361,  377,  387,  403,  410,  438,  456,  461,  462, 

467,  477,  503,  508,  622,  625,  640,  642,  648, 

665,  675,  722,  727,  728,  737,  744,  754,  773, 

777,  SU,  817,  822,  823,  828,  834,  840,  843, 

853,  854,  865,  875,  879,  892,  899,  §03,  907, 

i  909,  916,  997,  1009,  1010,  1016,  1024,  1048, 

1051,  1052,  1055,  1056,  1073,  1077 

resolutiofis  by,  59,  €3,  77,  242,  284,  377,  438, 

530,  558,  949,  997,  1008 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  M. 

Moore,  -..-...     171 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  reservations 
under  Indian  treaties,    -         -         -         -     337 

remarks  on   the  bill  to  increase  the  army, 

concerning  the  Mexican  war,       -       350,  375 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the 

California  claims,  -         -         -         .     {397 

pronounces  an  eulogy  on  the  life  and  char- 
acter of  the  Hon.  C.  Ashley,  late  Sena- 
tor from  Arkansas,        .         .         -        -     715 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,   -    903 
his  card  explanatory  of  former  remark.^,  -     942 
Black,  James  Augustus,  late  representative 
from   the  Slate  of  South  Carolina,  his 
death  announced,  -         .        -         -    582 

Bl.ack,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -      170,  380 

Blackford,  William  M.,  late  charge  to  New  ' 

Granada,  proposed  compensation  to,  617, 1043 
Bloss,  Richard,  and  others,  bill  for  the  relief 

of,         -----         -      157,  264 

Bull,  Archibald,  and  Lemuel  S.  Finch,  bill 

for  the  relief  of,     -----    582 

Burress,  Elizabeth,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -     604 

Butler,  Andrev/  P.,  of  South  Carolina,    1,  59,  63, 

121, 136, 164, 434,  490, 520, 526,  581, 592,  649, 

656,  695,  705, 722, 723,  793,  808,  809,  810, 812, 

818,  822,  834, 840,  843, 844, 853,  858, 866, 870, 

871, 883, 891,  892, 898,  902,  9ii3,  907, 909, 927, 

932, 936, 937,  942, 982,  1001,  1008, 1009, 1010, 

1016, 1025, 1044, 1048, 1051, 1056. 1061 , 1066, 

1073, 1077, 1086 

resolutions  by,  -----      95 

remarks  concerning  the  purchase  of  the 

Madison  papers,         .         _         -  75,  76 

remarks  concerning  the  Mexican  war,  on 
the  bill  to  increase  the  army,     -     90,  92,  164, 
184,233,273,  499,501 
remarks  on   the  resolution  of  thanks   to 

Generals  Scott  and  Taylor,    -         -        -    342 
announces  the  death  of  James  Augustus 
Black,  late   representative   from   South 
Carolina,       ------     582 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Supreme 
Court,        -        -        -        -        593, 640,  642 

remarks  on  the  bill   for  ascertaining  and 

paying  theCalifornia claims,  630,  685,701,705 
remarks   on    the    proposition    to   adjourn 
Congress,      ------     865 

remarks  on  the  bills  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,  &c.,     -  811,928,  997, 
1060,  1075, 1001 
Butterworth,  Samuel  F.,  bill  for  the  relief 

of, 1055 


Bridges,  appropriation  to  purchase  the,  iicrnss 
the  Eastern  Branch  of  the  Potonutc,  and 
make  them  free,    -----  1025 
bi'l  for  same  purpose,      -      446,  665,  700,  1029 
Bright,  Jesse  D.,  of  Indiana,  1,  59,  136,  271,  319, 
337,  446,  633,  665,  773,  777,  783,  792. 804,  805, 
809, 811, 812,  818, 862, 866, 870,  871,  873,  883-, 
891,  898,  899, 902,  906,907,  909,  921 ,  927,  983, 
1001, 1002,  iOOS,  lOiO,  1016,  W17,  1038, 1044, 
1056,  1061,1066,1083 
resfilutions  by,  -----     735 

remarks  on  the  bills  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,  &c.,    -    875,  928,592 
Brown,  Mary,  tiie  widow  of  Jacob  Brown, 

bill  for  the  relief  of,       -        -        -       327,785 
Brown,  James,  deceased,  an  e.ct  for  relief  of 

the  legal  heirs  and  representatives  of,  378,  850 
Brown,  Eliphas  C,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,    -     862 
Brownell,  Thomas,  billfor  the  relief  of,  -  182,636 
Brunswicli,  Cxeorgia.  (See  Collectiou  District.) 
Brush,  Nehemiah,  bill  for  the  relief  ot',  -     753 

Bryan,  John  A.,  jointresoiuiion  for  relief  of,     633 
Bryan,  John  R.,  administrator  of  Isaac  Gar- 
retson,  deceased,  late  purser  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  Navy,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  52,  840 
Bryan,  Joseph,  bill  for  tiie  relief  of,      -        -    625 


Cadets,  resolution  concerning  promotion  of,     309 
Cahoone,  Benjamin  J.,  purser,  bill  for   the 

relief  of,  " 261,  78S 

Caldwell,  J.  F.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -         -     63? 
Caldwell,  Stirah  D.,  v/ifeof  James  II.  Big- 
ham,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      .         -        .     617 
Caldwell,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -     341,  859 
Caldwell,  Captain   John,  appropriation    to 

pay  the  claim  of,  -----  1056 

Caldwell,  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     170 

Calhoun,  John  C,  of  South  Carolina,  1,3,26,50, 
63,  75,  89,  100,  135,  184,  186,  209,  214,  342, 
380,  461,  467,  469,  479,  520,  571,  656,  704, 
723,  727,  728,  738,  765,  766,  804,  809,  811, 
812,  822,  827,  828,  834,  835,  840,  844,  850, 
854,  858,  872,  874,  897,  910,  921,  922,  927, 
932,  937,  964,  982,  1001,  1009,  1016,  1024, 
1038,  1043,  1051,  1061,  1068,  1083,  1^84 
resolutions  by,  .         -         -         -       28,  727 

resolution  declarative  of  the  policy  which 
should  govern  the  United  States  in  the 
prosecution  of,  and  closing  of  the  Mexi- 
can war,  and  delxite  thereon,       26,  53,  54,  96 
remarks   concerning   the    distribution    of 
books  to  Senators,         -        -        -         -       23 

remarks  on  bill  for  increase  of  army,  79,  80,  89, 
92,  114,  115,  174,  477,  496,  497,  498 
reinarks  on  the  resolution  of  congratula- 
tion to  France,      -        -        -        -      568,  569 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Supreme 
Court,  -        -        -        -        -        -        -    598 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repair  the  dam  a* 

head  of  Cumberland  Island,        634,  635,  636 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  payment  of  the 

California  claims,  697,  704,  705,  706,  707 

remarks  on  the  President's  Message  con- 
cerning the  massacres  in  Yucatan,         -     762 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  take  military  pos- 
session of  Yucatan,        -        -      738,754,770 
remarks   on    the   proposition    to   adjourn 
Congress,      ------    865 

remarks  on  mileage,  -        .        -         -  1017 

remafJfs  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  Mex- 
ican claims,  -----  1067 

remarks  on  the  bills  to  establish  territo- 
rial governments  in  Oregon,  California, 
and  New  Mexico,     875,  928,  953,  988,  1060, 

1074,  1084 
California  claims,  bill   for  ascertaininsj  and 

paying  the,  423,  549,  558,  640,  642,  676,  685, 

696,  700 
remarks  on  the  above,  by — 
Mr.  Atchison, 


Mr.  Badg 

Mr.  Bagby, 

Mr.  Benton, 

Mr.  Breese, 

Mr.  Butler, 

Mr.  Calhoun, 

Mr.  Cass,     - 

iVlr.  Clarke, 

Mr.  Clayton, 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi, 

Mr.  Dayton, 

Mr.  Dix, 


-  561 

-  627,  677,  704 

-  697 

-  604,  630,  677 

-  697 

-  630, 685 
697,  704,  705,  706,  707 

-  706,  707 

-  696 
700,  701,  706,  707,  708 

-  707 

-  619 
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Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland, 
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California  claims,  remarks  on,  bv — 

Mr.  Mason,  G23,  630,  676,  685,  696,  701,  704 

Mr.  Phelps, 631 

Mr.  Rusk,    -         623,  630,  677,  696,  698,  706 
Mr.  Underwood,  .         .         -         -     708 

Mr.  Westcott,       .         -         -         -      697,  707 
California,  territorial  ^"vernment  for.      (See 
Ortgon — Lnnd  Claims.) 
appropriation  to  defray  the  expense  of  the 
civil  at>d  military  operations  in,     -         -  1056 
Calla;<lian,  Bryan,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     906 

Cameron,  Simon,  of  Pennsylvania,   1,  13,  78,  95, 
110,   111,   136,  147,   157,170,   182,196,249, 
261,  262,  301,  319,  .320,   327,  3,50,  361,  446, 
466,476,  501,  508,  511,   520,  526,  ,536,  548, 
549,  622,  633,  636,   6.39,  648,  656,  665,  676, 
699,  700,  707,  765,  828,  843,  8,55,  931,  1059, 
1066,  1073,  1085 
resolutions  by,     1,  22,  182,  230,  261,  549,  1059 
remarks  concernini^  the  purchase  of  books 

for  Senators,      "    -  -  -  -  22,  23 

announces  the  death,  and  pronounces  an 
eulogy  on  the  life  and  character  of  John 
W.  Hornbeck,  late  a  representative 
from  Pennsylvania,         -         .  -         -     223 

remarks   on   the   bill   for  the  relief  of  the 

heirs  of  .John  Paul  Jones,      -         -         -     382 
Canada.     (See  Duties.) 
Canals.     (See  C'in(o/)  and  Kalainazno.) 
Canneld,  Lisur  B.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -     927 
£;anton,  bill  to  authorize  the  issuinj^  of  a  re- 

o^ister  to  the  barque,  -  -  "  78,171,182 
Capa",  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  85,299 
Capelln,  Peter,  administrator  of  Andrew  Ca- 

pella,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  85,  299 
Capen,  Phineas,  administrator  of  John  Cox, 

deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -      233,378 
Carpenter,  Phineas,  administrator  of  .John 
Cox,  deceased,  of  Boston,  bill  for  the 

relief  of, 8.50 

Carson,  James  C,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -     887 
Carririi^ton,    H.,    executor    of    Paulina   Le 

Grand,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of,   -     722 
Cass,  Lewis,  of  Michisran,     1,  21,  26,  51,  59,  63, 
67,  74,  78,  89,  110,  111,  121.    123,  146,  147, 
156,  160,  177,  182,  262,  264,  301,  302,  .309, 
322,  327,  .3.37,  341,  342,  349,  362,  .367,  374, 
380,  383,  384,  397,  423,  467,  476,  477,  480, 
483,  495,  .503,  508,  520,  530,  540,  558,  .580, 
581,582,  .590,  592,  593,  604,  623.  625,  627, 
640,  642,  648,  676,  685,  722,  723,  727,  7.38, 
744,  770,  783 
resolutions  by,       -        -        -         4,  76,  95,  196 
remarks  concerning  the  Mexican  war,  on 
the  resolution  of  Mr.  Dickinson  decla- 
rini;  the  principles  which  .should  govern 
the  annexation  of  new  territory,    -  54,55 

remarks   concerning    the    bill    for  the  in- 
crease of  the  army,     78,  79,  80,  81,  1.50,  15], 
302,  462,  468,  500,  501 
remarks  on   the  above  bill  confernine  the 

Mexican  war,  86,90,91,113,114,321,490,496 
remarks  on    the   resolution    of  Mr.  Mau- 
sum,  calling  for  General  Scott's  plan  of 
further  operations  in  Mexico,  -  -     183 

rejiinrkson  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Mangum, 
calling   for  the   instructions  to  General 
Scott,  concernin;;  the  Mexii'an  war,  215,  216 
remarks  concerning:  the  suspension  of  Gen- 
eral Scott  from  command  in  Mexico,     -     242 
remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  -         -         .     531 

remarks  on  the  bill   to  pay  the  California 

claims, 706,707 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  lake  temporary  mil- 
itary possession  of  Yucatan,  -         -     754 
resiirne  I  his  seat,      -         -         -         -         -     792 
Cass,  General,  the  published  life  of,  remarks 

concerning  the,     _         -         -         -         -     893 
his  political  opinions  discu.ssrd,  898, 899,  907, 942 
Casseau,  Francis,  bill   for  the  relief  of  the 

heirs  of, 361,  378 

Cazeau,  Francjois,  late  merchant   at    Mon- 
treal, bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  re[)- 
resentatives  of,      -         -         -         -         -     292 

Census,  proposition  concerning  the  plan  for 

taking  the  6ih,       -         .         -         -         -     8.50 
joint  resolution  in  reference  to  taking  the 
next,     -------     902 

Center,  Genr^'c,  bill  for  relief  of,    872,  1011,  1052 
Central  Railroad  and   Banking'  Comjiany  of 

Goorrjia,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the,  -  633,  8.35 
Chani(.lin,  Stephen,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  025 
Chapman,  James,  administrator  of  Thomas 

Chapman,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -         -     862 


Chaplain,  the  election  of,     -         -         -         -       19 

Chappell,  Charles,  bill  for  relief  of,  467,  508, 1011 

Charije  to  Rome.     (See  Rome.) 

Charles  Downing,  bill  to  change  the  name  of 

the  steamboat,  to  the  Calhoun,      -      446,  872 
Charter  of  the  city  of  Washington.     (See 

Wctshinglnn  city.) 
Chase,  Airs.  Ann,  joint  resolution  for  the  re- 
lief of,  -        -         -         -        -        -     617 

Cherokee  Indians,  remarks  concerning  their 

removal,  &c.,        -        .        -         -      840,858 
joint   resolution    allowing   the   proper  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  treasury  to  make 
a  just  and  fair  setilenienl  of  the  claim  of 
the  Clieiokee  nation  of  Indians,  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  the  treaty  of  Au- 
gust, 1846,    -        -        -  809,  932,  1008,  1030 
Chicago.   (.See  Court — Harbor  Improvements.) 
Chinn,  Thomas  W.,  and  others,  bill  for  the 

relief  of, 884 

Christian,  William  A., bill  for  the  relief  of,  75,  110 
Chouieau,P.,  Jr.,  &Co.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     617 
Chilson,  Samuel  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    -     772 
Civil  and  Diplomatic  Bill.     Bill  making  ap- 
propriation for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ex- 
penses of  Government,    992,  1011 ,  1016, 1024, 
1025,  1029,  1031,  1038,  1043,  1065,  1074 
Claims  of  the  Spanish  Government  against 
the  United  States,  appropriation  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  to  pay  the,  1025,  1029,  1031, 

1044 
Claimsof  citizens  of  the  United  States  a2:ainst 
Mexico,  joint  resolution  to  create  a  board 
to  ascertain  the  amount  of  each  of  the,  85,  98, 
122, 157,  467 
bill  for  the  payment  of  liquidated,  916,  927, 1008 
(See  Treaty.) 
Claims,  bill   for  the  liquidation   of  certain, 

thei-ein  mentioned,         .         .         -         -  1085 
Claims  of  Individuals.      Bill  to  refund  money 
for  expenses  incurred  and  subsistence  or 
transportation   furnished  for  the  use  of 
the  volunteers  during  the  present  war, 
before  being  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,          -        .         .         .     809 
Claims,  Joint,  resolution  authorizing  the  sub- 
mission of  certain,  to  arbitrament,  882,902,906 
bill  to  amend  an  act  in  relation  to  the  pay- 
ment of, 906 

Claims,  Committee  on,  the  election  of  the,    19,  21 
authorized  to  em]3ioy  a  clerk,  -         -         -       21 
reports  from  the,      74,  110,  133,  196,  214,  230, 
431,  462,  467,  590,  617,  648,  844,  853,  858, 
1024,1051,1064 
bills  and  resolutions  reported  from  the,  59, 136, 
146,  230,  270,  292,  341,'  361,  378,  379,  387, 
434,  456,  462,  483,  .508,  520,  549,  580,  582, 
617,  642,  648,  665,  700,  728,  744,  834,  844, 
853,  858,  870,  879,  882,  884,  906,916,  927, 
936,1008,1016,1024 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  sub- 
jects,'   ...         59,  182,  196,  793,  834 
resolution  authorizing  the,  to  employ  a  per- 
manent clerk,  at  an  annual  salary,  -     949 
(See  Bounty   Land   Claims — Revolutionary 
Claims — Indian    Claims — State     Dejiart- 
ment — California    Claims — Cherokee   In- 
dians.) 
Claims  for  losses   in    Florida.     (See    Tesli- 

mony.) 
Clapper,  Elizabeth,  of  Muskingum  County, 

Ohio,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -         -         -     309 

Clarke,  John  11.,  of  Rhode  Island,      -  1,  15,  221, 

2.35,  271,  402,  723,  822,  884,  942,  965,  989 

resolutions  by,  -  -     476,  483,  665,  763 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  army  by 

ten    regiments,  concerning   the  war  in 

Mexico, 242 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the 

California  claims,  .         _         .         .     ggg 

remark's  on  the  bills  to  establish  territorial 

jjovernment  ill  Oregon,  &c.,  .         -    992,1092 

Clarke,  John,  bill  granting  a  pension  to,  3t)l,850 

Clarke,  Catharine,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -  1059 

Classification  of  Senators,     -         .         -         .     873 

Clayton,  John  M.,  of  Delaware,     1,   12,  51,  85, 

1.35,  170,  26),  262,  .309,  340,  462.  541,676, 

684,  6H5,  700,  727,  773,  777,  7K2,  785,  870, 

875,  883,  897,  898,  917,  927,  965,  982,  987, 

992,  997 

resolutions  by,  -         -         -         78,110,694 

remarks  on  liie  liill  for  the  increase  of  the 

army,     79,  150,  151 ,  160,  212,  213,  234,  236, 

491,  499,  500,501,502,503 


Clayton,  John  M.,  of  Delaware — 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  W.  B. 

Slaughter, 86 

remarks  on  presenting  petition  of  Passed 
Midshipman  Rogers,  who  had  been  a 
prisoner  of  war  in  Mexico,  -         -         -     340 
remarks  on  the  propositton  for  a  minister 
to  Rome,       -----     509,510 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  the  California 

claims,  -        700,  701,  703,  706,  707,  708 

remarks  on  t'le  bill  to  take  military  pos- 
session of  Yucatan,       -        -      729,  773,  778 
remarks   on    the   proposition    to   adjourn 
Conijress,      ------     865 

remarks  concerning  the  opinions  of  Gen- 
erals Taylor  and  Cass,  -         -         -      898,899 
remarks  on  the  bills  to  establish  territorial 
governments  for  Oregon,  California,  and 
New  Mexico,      927,  928,  950,  953,  987,  988, 
1000,  lOUl,  1031 
Clements,  Bryan,  &  Co.,  joint  resolution  for 

the  relief  of,  -         -         -      270,777,834 

Clerks,  examining:,  in  'he  Patent  Office,  bill 
to  provide  for  additional,  and  for  addi- 
tional fees  in  certain  cases,    -        74,  271,  284 
Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  Canal,  in  the  State 
of  Michigan,  bill  to  apply  certain  alter- 
nate sections  of  the  public  domain  to- 
ward the  completion  of  the,  -        -    146,  1056 
Clothing  for  volunteers.     (See  Volunteers.) 
Coast  Survey,  the  map  of  the,  to  be  printed,       78 
Cole,,A.  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -         -     642 
Collection  Districts,  bill  concerning  certain, 

and  for  other  purposes,  -    21,  63,  96,  262 

Collection  district  of  New  Orleans,  liill  re- 
lating to  the,  and  for  other  purposes,   -   467, 

526,  617 
of  Brazos  Santiago,  tn  the  State  of  Texas, 
bill  to  pstablish  the,       -        -        -         -     882 

of  Brunswick,  Georgia,  bill  to  establish  a,     91)2 
bill  for  the  establishment  of  a,  in  the  State 

of  New  York,  at  Whitehall,  -        -    927 

in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  bill  to  es- 

tabli.>^h  a, 936 

an  act  to  annex  that  part  of  Indiana  bor- 
dering on  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Chica- 
go,        ---■"--        -        -1038 
CJplmus,  Levi,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -         -  1047 
Colonization  Society,  the  American,  bill  for 

the  relief  of  the, 722 

Colquitt,  Walter  T.,  of  Georgia,  -         -1,3 

Colt's  revolving  pistols,  joint  resolution  re- 
quiring the  Secretary  of  War  to  purchase 
five  thousand  of,    -        -         -        -        -     676 
Co>Timerce,  election  of  the  Committee  on,    19,  209 
resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  Cominit- 
tee  on,  19,  21,  27,  78,  264,  337,  361,  446,  503. 

526, 744 
bills  reported  from  the,  63,  78, 110,  327,363,  446, 
558,  567,  593,. 598,  623,  642,  648,  694,  777,  785, 
840,  873,  902,  927,  932,  936,  964,  1038 
di.scharged  from  subjects,  -     327,  410,'1086 

Commerce  and  navigation,  statement  of,   .    20,  21 
Commercial  aijents  to  Asia  and  Eastern  Afri- 
ca, appropriation  for,    -         .         -         .  1029 
Commercial  relations.     (See  Treaties.) 
Coinmissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  proposi- 
tion to  authorize  him  to  Pmploya  clerk,   1029 
report  of  the,    -  *      -        -        -        -        -     182 
concerning  the  duties  of  the,     -        -        -     827 
Commissioner  of  Patents,  calls  upon  the,  for 

information,  -         -         -         -         .     230,  571 
annual  report  of  the,  and  its  printing,    431,  78,5, 

822,  827 
to  report  annually  upon  the  prices  of  labor 
and  I  he  a  mount  of  the  productions  of  agri- 
culture and  manufactures,      ...  1052 
Cominissioner  of  Pensions,  proposition  to  in- 
crease the  salary  of,       -         -         -         -  1038 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 

report  of  the,  to  be  printed,   ■  -        77,699 

Commissions.     (See  ^Igents  and  Jittorneys.) 
Committees,  standing-,  the  election  of,   -  19,21 

select,  86, 182,  208,  797,  804,  853,  875,  932, 1008 
to  wait  on  the  President,  -        -       3,  1086 

of  conference,         -         -       927,  942,  997,  1074 
proposition  to  increase  certain,  -         -       19 

joint, 1025 

Compensation.     (See  Postmasters.) 
CoiTipromise  on  the  slavery  question.     (See 

Ores:on  Bill.) 
Comptrollers,  proposition  to  reduce  the  salary 

of  the  Island  2d,  -         -         -         -         -  1025 
Conant,  Artcmas,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,      -     840 
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Conp:ress,  l)ill  to  punish  the  violation  of  the 

secret  proceetiintrs  of,    -        -        -        -     793 

joint  resclution  to  close  the  present  session 
of,  and  to  fix  the  time  for  the  meeting  of 
the  next,       -        -        -        -        -        -     798 

Conley,  James  H.,  bill  fOr  the  relief  of,     309,  625 
Connecticut,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,       51 
Conquest  of  Mexico,  resolution  concerning;. 

(See  Mexico.) 
Contingent  Expenses,  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on,      ------     665 

Contractors  for   carrying   the   mails.     (See 

Disabilities.) 
Converse,  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Josiah  Con- 
verse, bill  for  the  relief  of,     -         -         -     622 
Conway,  Elias  A.,  assignee  of  William  Bar- 

nett,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  -  -  964 
Cony,  Samuel,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  623,  1051 
Cook,  Anthntjy,  Mahon,and  others,  bill  for 

the  relief  of, 264,785 

Corporal  punishment  in  the  navy,  concern- 
ing,      -        -        -        -        -        -   983,  1008 

Corson,  Levi  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -         -     809 
Corwin,  Thomas,  of  Ohio,     1,  26,  51,  59,  78,  85, 
1-21,  135,  182,  270,  299,  349,  453,  875,  927, 
928,  1055 
remarks  on  the  bills  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oroson,  &c.,       988,  993,  1000 
Courts.    Circuit  and  district,  in  the  district  of 
Vermont,  bill  changing;  the  places,  and 
fixing  the  times  of  holding  the,     22,  26,  1059 
bill  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict, of  the  United  States  for  the  western 
district  of  Virginia,  and   for  other  pur- 
poses,  -        -        -        52,1.57,906,942,1051 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  regulate 
the  exercise  of  the  appellate  jurisdiction 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  certain  cases, 
and  for  other  purposes,  -         -       63,  284 

circuit,  of  the  United  States  in  the  district 
of  Maine,  bill   to    change   the   time  of 
holding,        -        .        -        .        74, 209, 862 
bill  to  establish  an  additional  court  of  the 
United  Slates  in  the  State  of  Texas,     -  136, 

209,  292 
bill  to  amend  the  actextending  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  district,  to  certain  cases  upon 
the  lakes  and  navigable  waters  connect- 
ing the  same,  approved  26ih  February, 

1845, 241,250,363 

bill  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  cir- 
cuit and  district,  of  the  United  States  in 
Kentucky,     -        -        -        -        -        -    932 

bill  concerning  the,  of  the  United  States  in 

and  for  the  district  of  Michigan,         361,  378 
bill  supplemental  to  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  concerning  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,"  approved  June  17,  1844,    446, 
453,  456,  5.58,  581,  593,  623,  625,  640,  642 
bill  to  amend  the  act  to  regulate  the  pro- 
ceedings   in    the  circuit,  of  the  United 
States,  and   for  other  purposes,  passed 

Augusts,  1846, 467 

bill  in  relation  to  the  terms  of  the  circuit 
and  district,  of  the  United  States  for  the 
judicial  district  of  New  Jersey,  593,  737, 1051 
bill  to  promote  the  despatch  of  business  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  to  repeal  the  2d 
section  of  the  act  of  June,  1844,  entitled 
"  An  act  concerning  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  Stales,"    656,  700,  854.  858,  872 
bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the   United  States  for  the 
middle  district  of  Alaliama,  -  665,  10.30,  10.59 
bill  aulhorizins;  a  term  of  the  United  States 

circuit  and  district,  at  Chicago,  Illinois,     722 
bill  to  authorize  the  district  judge  of  the 
State   of  Tennessee   to    hold   a   special 

term, 728,737 

bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding  the  cir- 
cuit and  district,  in  the  district  of  Nevr 
Hampshire,  ------     744 

bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the  dis- 
trict, of  the  United    States  within    the 
State  of  Louisiana,       -        -  .      -    844,1010 
(See  .Judicial  dislricls — Fees — Pines.) 
Courts  Marli:il,  concerning,  -         -         -     350 

bill  to  amend  the  65ih  and  9l8t  articles  of 
war  ill  relation  to  the  practice  of,  and 
courisi  of  inquiry  in    the   army  of  the 

United  States, 263 

bill  to  release  the  late,  which  tried  Colonel 
Fremont,  from  theiroaih  of  secrecy,  &c.,  1047 
Coxe,  Richard  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       110,  299 


Crawford,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -        -  1047 
Creek  Indians,  bill  and  other  propositions  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  money  due 
to  certain,     -        -         -        -  997,  1038,  1044 
Crimesagainslthe  United  States,  bill  to  amend 
an  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
punishment  of  certain,  -         ...         -    9O6 
Criminals,  foreign.     (See  Treaty.) 
Crittenden,  John  J.,  of  Kentucky,  1,  4,  50,  51,  67, 
77,  78,85,89,93,  111,1.37,241,261,320,340, 
341, 349, 462,  477, 502,  526,  .530,  536, 558,  569, 
581, 592, 593,  596,  604,  625,  642,  656,  685,  722, 
723,  738,  782,  792,  793,  793,  812 
remarks   concerning  the  purchase  of  the 

Madison  papers,  -  -  -  -  68,75,76 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  an  addition  of 
ten  regiments  to  the  army,  concerning 
the  Mexican  war.  111,  112, 113, 114, 150, 151 
remarks  on  the  rescjution  calling  for  the 
instructions  to  General  Scott,  concerning 
the  Mexican  war,  -         -         -      215,  216 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to  Gen- 
era] Taylor,  -        -        -      363,  364,  366,  367 
remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  congratula- 
tion to  France,      -----    581 
remarks  on  the  bill  concerningtheSupreme 

Court,  -        -        -         -       595,  597,  640,  642 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  repair  the  dam  at  the 

head  of  Cumberland  Island,  -        -      633,634 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  take  military  posses- 
sion of  Yucatan, 729,  754 

Crosby,  Andrcv/  D.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    75,  110 
Crutchett,  James,  bill  to  pay  f>2000  for  light- 
ing the  Capitol, 292 

Culver,  William,  bill  for  relief  of,  309,  520,  1011 
Cumberland  Island,  bill  to  provide  for  the 
repair  and   improvement  of  the  dam  at 
the  head  of,  the  Ohio  river,  -  593,  633,  1029 
remarks  of — 

Mr.  Bagby, 633,  634 

Mr.  Bell,  ------     6.33 

Mr.  Crittenden,  -        -         -     6.33,^34 

Mr.  Calhoun,    -        -        -    634,  635,  636 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  -     634,635 

Cumberland   road,   bill   to   surrender  to  the 

State  of  Indiana  the,  in  the  said  State,  -  1059 
Cunningham,  Christopher,  bill  for  relief  of,  622 
Currier,  David,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  327,785 
Customs.     (See  Revenues.) 

D. 

Dam.     (See  Cumherlnnd  Island.) 
Darby,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  1055 

Davis,  John,  of  Massachusetts,  1,  12,  20, 110, 174, 
182, 299, 311,  327, 3G1,  .381. 383,  521, 536,  540, 
541, 55S,  580. 581,  604,  623,  633,  6.35, 640,  648, 
649,  656,  665,  693,  094,  713,  737,  738,  744, 753, 
754,  763,  7(J5,  770,  777,  783,  793,  797,  822, 827, 
854,  855,  858,  872,  873, 862,  883,  903, 907,  917, 
922,  932,  964,  1002,  1024,  1043,  1044,  1048, 
1051, 1056,  1059, 1064, 1068, 1076, 1077,  1086 

resolutions  by,  -         27,  540,  567,  617,  737 

announces  the  continued  illness  of  Mr. 
Adams, 383 

announces  the  death  of  Mr.  Adams,  and 
pronounces  an  eulogy  upon  his  life  and 
character,      ------     388 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  a  Minis- 
ter to  Rome,         -----    510 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  act  con- 
cerning pilots,       -        -        -      62g^  627,  685 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  take  temporary  mil- 
itary possession  of  Yucatan,  -         -     761 

remarks  concerning  the  contracts  for  mail 
steamers,       ------     9g2 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 
governmeiU  in  Oregon,  -        -        -     909 

Davis,  Jefferson,  of  Mississippi,  1,  15,  51,  67,  75, 
93,121,187,  188,209,214,233,241,299,349, 
360,364,  403,  431,  433,  434,438,  446,4.53,  476, 
.526,  548,571,  592,  622,  625,  656,  708,  727,  730, 
738,  745,  763,  787,  805,  31 1 ,  827,  828,  834, 854, 

.  871.  873,  883,  891,  899,  903, 910,  921,  949,  954, 
1009,  J016,  10.38,  1048,  10,56,  1U61,  1066, 1076 

resolutions  by,  434,  540,  809,  884,  949,  954, 1051 

appointed  a  regent  of  the  Smithsonian  la- 
slitution, 78 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  army, 
concerning  the  Mexican  war,  92, 1 14,233,  311, 
•  .321,  497,  498,  499 

remarks  concerning  pensions  to  the  ordi- 
nance corps,  -----    292 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to 
General  Taylor,  -         -         -         -     368 
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Davis,  Jefferson,  of  Mississippi — 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repair  the  darn  at  the 

head  of  Cumberland  Island,  -        -     634,035 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  the  California 

claims,  ..---. 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  take  military  po.s- 

eession  of  Yucatan,       -        -        -        - 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  reduc- 
tion of  general  officers  in  the  army, 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  territo- 
rial government  in  Oregon,   -         -         - 
Dawson,  Frederick,  James  Schott,  and  Elisha 

Dana  Whitney,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  872,  887 

Dayton,  William  L.,  of  New  Jersey,  1,  59,  111, 

136, 147, 171, 177,  230, 248, 249, 270, 320, 327, 

34 1,  423, 456, 520, 526, 581, 593, 608,  676,  700, 

737, 744,  811,  827,834,  835, 840,  850, 864,887, 

891,902,  907,909,  917,  946, 1000, 1001, 1008, 

1009, 1011, 1043, 1044, 1048, 1051, 10.52, 1056, 

1059,  1067,  1076 

resolutions  by,  3,  59, 146, 1S2,  765,  818,  850,  954 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  W.  B. 

Slaughter,     ------      86 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  congratulation 

to  France, 591 

remarks  on  the  bill   concerning   the   Su- 
preme Court,         -        -        -         -     593,  998 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the 
California  claims,  .         -         -         . 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  purchase  the 
"i^ortrait  of  General  Taylor,  -         -         - 
Debates.     (See  Houston's — See  Reports.) 
Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,   bill  pro- 
viding for  the  purchase  and  distribution 
ofihe,  among  the  several  States  andTer- 
ritories,  ------ 

Defalcation  in  the  United  Slates  Mint,  Phil- 
adelphia, resolution   concerning   the,   ru- 
mored,         182,242 

De  Kalb,  Major  General  Baron,  the  portrait 

of,  presented  to  Congress,    -       722,  811,  872 
De  Kay,  Commodore,  appropriation  to  de- 
fray the  expenses  of  the  Macedonian  to 
Ireland,         ------ 

De  la  Francia,  Joseph,  the  claim  of.     (See 

State  Department.) 
De  Lirac,  G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
De  la  Roche,  G.  F.,  and  W.  P.  S.  Sanger,  bill 

for  the  relief  of,     -         -         -         -     467,625 

Dell,  Charles  L.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  95,  299 
Dell,  Bennet  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  549,  1011 
Devlin,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  361,  1051 
Dickins,  Asbury,   elected  Secretary  of  the 

Senate, 19 

Dickinson,  Daniel  S.,  of  New  York,   1,  12,  13, 
21,  26,  27,  53,  54,  56,  63,  67,  74,  78,  91,  110, 
121,  122,  137,  146,  230,  241,  248,  262,284, 
327,  423,  433,  461,  462,  530,  536,  540,  569, 
581,  604,  617,  7.37,  744,  753,  761,  763,  765, 
772,  783,  809,  827,  828,  834,  854,  858,  870, 
899,  906,  921,  928,  937,  953,  965,  982,  988, 
1001,  1002, 1016,  1025, 1031, 1044, 1051, 1056, 
1059,  1061,  1066,  1068,  1070,  1077,  1085 
resolutions  by,       21,  27,  54,  214,  262,  932,  982 
remarks  on  his  resolution  in  favor  of  the 
annexation  of  new  territory  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  declarative  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  should  govern  such  annex- 
ation,     -        -        -         54,56,157,349,374 
explanation  by,  ------     433 

announces  the  death,  and  pronounces  a  eu- 
logy on  the  life  and  character  of  the  late 
Joliii   M.   Holly,  a  representative  from 
New  York,  ------ 

remarks  on   the  bill  for  the  appointment 
of  additional  examiners  in    the   Patent 

'     Oflicc, 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  congratula- 
tion to  France,       -         .         -         -         - 
remarks  concernins;  the  establishment  of  a 
branch  mint  at  New  York,     -         -     936,  937 
Disabilities  under  the  28ih  section  of  the  act 
of  July  2,  1836,  joint  resolution  for  relief 
of  persons  wlio  have  iiii;urred  the,    873,  879 
Distribution   bill.     (See  Public  Lands.) 
District  of  Cohmibia,  election  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the,    -        -        -        -        -     19, 21 
•  bills  reported  from  the,  121,  196,  230,  349,  446, 
'  ■  .S.-J*;,  648,  6f)5 

bill  to  prevent  riotous  or  lumuItuou-^J'^'^Rni- 

blagcs  within  the.  -         -      ti-lf*.  ^56,  723 

bill    to  regulate  appeals  tV.xu   the  trial  ot 

issues  in  th.-,         .        -        -         •     653,  1066 
(See  J{le.iandriu—Sluveni. ) 
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Dix,  John  A.,  of  New  York,   1,12,  13,20.21,22, 
26,50.51,59,  61,  G3,  74,  77,  78,  110,  K6, 
147,  171,  196,  241,  244,  270,  299,301,320, 
327,  3G3,  410,  423,  438,  446,  453,  461,  476, 
520,  526,  5.36,  540,  548,  549,  558,567,571, 
580,  5S2,  590,  593,  598,  617,  623,  625,  639, 
642,  648,  656,  6G5,  737,  744,  753,  765,  772, 
773,  7o5,  787,  797,  817,  818,  8.34,  839,  855, 
872,  875,  SH.-J,  S84,  902,  906,  909,  927,  931, 
932    936,  942.  949,  961,  965,  982,  983,  997, 
1000, 1001, 1009, 1011, 1015, 1025,  1029, 1038, 
1044, 1056, 1066 
resolutions  by,  -        .        -         -        -     361,804 
remarks  on  presenting  the  memori.il  of  the 
ofRoprs  of  the  army  servins;  rn  Mexico, 
concerninff  pensions  to  the  widows  of 
those  who  die  in   the  service,         -         -       50 
rem.irks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  army, 

conocrninf^  the  Mexican  war,         -         -     250 
remarks  on  ihe  hill  to  asceriain  and  pay  the 
claims  of  citizens  of  California,  concern- 
ing  British  aggressions  on   this  Conti- 
nent, &(•..,     ------    558 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  repeal  the  act  con- 
cerning pilots,      .        -         -        -       625,  627 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  take  temporary  mil- 
itary possession  of  Yucatan,         -       777,  778 
remaiks  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  import- 
ation of  adulterated  drugs,    -         -         -     858 
remarks  on  the   Oregon    bill,'  concerning 
slavery,  &c.,  -----     873 

remarks   on   presenting   the   memorial  of 

Miss  Dix, 875 

remarks  on  tlie  bill  to  repeal  the  act  of  2d 
March,  1837,  entitled  "An  act  concerning 
pilots,"         ------    884. 

remarks  concerning  the  establishment  of  a 

branch  mint  at  New  York,    -         -         -    937 
remarks  on   the  bill  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,  -         -         -         -     873 

Dobbin,  Hugh  W.,  bill  to  allow  arrearages 

of  pension  to,        -        -         -         -        -    299 

Documents,  and  other  publications  of  Con- 
gress, bill  to  regn?aie  the  exchange  of 
certain,  ...---     g58 

Documentary   History,  proposition  to  pay 

for  the, 1044 

Dodge,  Henry,  of  Wisconsin,     -     870,  873, 1085 
Donation  rights.     (See  Swveyor  General  for 

Oregon. ) 
Doniphan's  expedition.     (See  Trophies.) 
Doniphan,  Col.  Alexander  W.     (See  Coji- 

gress,  Thanks  of.) 
Doorkeeper  ofPresident  of  the  United  States, 

proposition  to  create  a,  -         -         -         -  1044 

Dorr,  Gu.stavus,  bill  lor  the  relief  of,       625,  1051 

Douglas,  Stephen  A.,  of  Illinois,    1,  15,  22,  74,  85, 

86.  92,  136,  170,  214,  217,  276,  284,  319,  462, 

467,  526,  648,  656.  685,  723,  763,  764,  765, 

772, 1000, 1009, 1030,  1013,  1048,  1051,  1052, 

10.56,  1059,  1061,  1076 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 

B.  Slaughter, Ill 

(For  remarks  on  the  ariny  bill,   see  Jlp- 

pendix.) 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  army, 

conccrningthft  Mexican  war, 500, 501, 502, 503 
remarks  on  the  resolution  of  congratula- 
tion to  France,       -----     5(J9 
remark.*!  concerning  the  contract  for  build- 
ing rnail  steamers,         -         -         -         -     954 
remarks  on  the  bills  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,  -  106il,  1061 

Douiclass,  Thomas,  late  United  States  attor- 
ney in  East  Florida,  bill  tor  relief  of,  209,  636 
Dow,  Jesse  E.,  resolution  re-adinitting  him 

to  a  seat  in  the  reporter's  gallery,     214,  262 

Dower,  bill  relating  to,         -         -        -    582,  623 

Downs,  Sulnnion  W.,  of  Louisiana,  1,  26,  27,  51, 

74,  122,  1.37,  1.57,  214,  264,  284,  293,  320,  349, 

.361,  .363,387,  438,  446,  456,  461,  476.  507,  508, 

.540,  .567,  .568,  .571,581,593,  604,  617,  623,639, 

792,  797,  808,  81 1,  H22,  828, 834,840,870,  873, 

882,  8^3, 891 ,  892, 899, 903, 906, 928,931 , 942, 

947,  997,  1008,  1009,  lOlO,   1025,  1031,  10.39, 

1047,  10.51,  1056,  1066,  1074,  1075,  1085 

resolutions  by,  26,  209,  261,  363,  625,  817,  8.53, 

902,  1065 
TCmarlfs  on  the  bill  to  increa-'C  the  arn)y, 

concerning  the  Mexican  war,  -  -     271 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  congrnluln- 

lion  10  France,       -         .         -         .     571^  59^ 
remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Supreme 
t^ourt, 597 


Downs,  Solomon  W.,  of  Louisiana — 

remarks  on  the  bills  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,  &c.,       -       812,  1061 
Dox«y,  Joseph  C,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        -    309 
Dromgoole,  Hon.  George  C,  late  a  repre- 
sentative from  Virginia,  his  death  an- 
nounced,      ------      56 

Drugs  or  medicines,  adulterated,  bill  to  pre- 
vent the  importation  of,  -         -     593,8.55,858 
Dry  dock  at  the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard,  bill 
making  an  additional  appropriation  for 

the, 137 

Durrive,  Frederick,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -  1085 
Dutailles,  Joseph,  bill  to  confirm  10  the  legal 
representatives  of,  the  location  of  "a  cer- 
tain New  Madrid  certificate,  -         -     403,  872 
Duties  levied  in  Mexico,  message  from  the 

President  concerning  the,       -         -         -     339 
bill  to  remit  the,  on  books,  maps  and  charts 
imported  for  the  use  Of  the  library  of 

Congress, 431,  536 

(See  Lumber — Tonnage  Duties.) 
Duties,   the  remission   of.     (See  Red  River 

Railroad  Companij.) 
Duties,  bill  to  admit  certain  articles  of  the 
growth  or  production  of  Canada  into 
the  United  States  free  of  duty,  upon  the 
condition  that  the  like  articles  of  the 
growth  or  production  of  the  United 
States  are  admitted  into  Canada  hte  of 

duty, 964 

E. 
Eastern  Branch  of  the  Potomac.  (See  JBrw/ges, 

free.) 
Edwards,  Abraham,  bill  to  provide  for  the 

settlement  of  the  accounts  of,         -        -     642 
Election  of  officers  of  the  Senate  and  Chap- 
lain,       19 

Elliott,  Captain  Jesse  D.,  bill  for  the  relief 

of, 157,  636 

Ellis,  Robert,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    467,  526,  1011 
Emmons,  Calvin,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     540 

Emory,  Lieutenant,  and  CoJorsel  Cook.  Re- 
port ordered  to  lie  printed,     -     483,  884,  954 
Engels,  Peter,  sen.,  bill  for  relief  of,     -     157,397 
Engrossed  bills,  election  of  Committee  on,    19,  21 
Enrolled  bills,  Committee  on,        19,  21,  744,  872 
report  from,     ------     Ig2 

Entries  of  pubJic  l^nds.   (See  Public  Lands.) 

Espy,  Doctor  J.  P.     (See  Vcntila'or.) 

Evans,  William,  bill  for  relief  of  heirs  of,    -    590 

Everglades.     (See  Florida.) 

Examiners.     (See,  Patent  Office.) 

Expenses  of  the  Senate,  committee  to  audit 

and  control  the  contingent,     -         -        19,  21 
Exploring  expedition,   bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  forward  officers  of  the  late,       -     157,636 
Extra  pay  to  messengers,  &c.     (See  Paif.) 
Fairfield,  John,  of  Maine,     -         1,26,51,59,67 
his  death  announced,  and  preparations  for 

funeral, 70,73 

Farnham,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       823,  1056 
Fees  and  costs,  bill  to  regulate  the,  to  be  al- 
lowed clerks,  marshals,  and  attorneys 
of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,  -     509 
Felch,  Alpheus,  of  Michigan,   1,  49,  52,  59,  135, 
1.36,  146,  182,  230,  241,  248,  299,  .327,  361, 
403,  438,  508,  530,  539,  582,  590,  623,  625, 
642,  665,  792,  797,  8.i9,  844,  857,  870,  879. 
899,  902,  927,  946,  954,1024,  1051,1056 
resolutions  by,  -         -         -        -         1008,1065 
aimounces  the  desith  of  Edward  Bradley, 
late  a  representative  from   Michigan,    -       77 
Fellany,  Ferdinand,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -     157 
Fellauny,  Fernando,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  388,  .397 
Felton,  Skelton,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -         -     999 
Fenwick,   Martin,  bill   for  the  relief  of  the 

legal  representatives  of,         -         -         -     HO 
Field-pieces,  captured   at  the  battle   of  Ben- 
nington, a  joint  resolution  giving  them 

to  Vermont, 902 

Field,  Richard,  bill  for  the  relief  rff,     -     870,  882 

Finance,  election  of  the  Committee  on,       -  19,  21 

instructions  to  the  Committee  on,  374,  642,  648 

785,  906 

reports  from  the,       -         -         -        -       74,  722 

bills  reported  from,  75,  397,  462,  540,593,8.39, 

892,  916,926,1008,  1011,  1047,  1051,  10.55 

discharged  from  subjects,  -         -       »-     839 

Fines  in  the  courts  of  liie  United  States,  bill 

for  a  modific.ition  of  the  laws  regulating,     946 
Fisher,  George,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 

representatives  of,         -        •        -         -     617 


Fitzgerald,  Thomas,  of  Michigan,  857,  927,  103S 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,  -         -  .     -     99.9 

Fitzwalter,  Jonathan,  bill  for  the  relief  oT,  590,873 
Flag,  Mexican,  presented  to  Senate,  811,818,891 
Flana?aM,  Andrew,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  823- 
Fleischman.C.L., concerning  the  pay  to,  827,  840 
Florida.  (See  Treatrj — Boundary — Setllers — 
Sm'reys.) 

resolutions  of  Legislature  of,  121,  135,  402,  431 

bill  concerning  the  school  lands  in,    456,  508,  7701 

bill  to  confirm  the  location  and  to  grant  a 
quarter  section  of  public  land  for  the 
county  .^eat  of  Hillslxirough  county,  617,  648 

RP  act  respecting  the  public  archives  in  the 
State  of,        .-      .        .        .     723, 727,  737 

an  act  to  grant  the  Everglades  and  certain 
lands  contiguous  thereto, in  the  State  of 
Florida,  to  said  State,  upon  certain  con- 
ditions.        -         -        -         -  723,  1025,  1073 
Fontain.  Philip  J.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -     84(> 
Foote,   Henry  S.,  of  Missi.<=srppi,       I.  51,  59,  89, 
172,  188, 197,217,293,320,349,3.50.362,379-,. 
380,  387,  433,  453,  469, 479.  480, 484  500,  502,^ 
514.  .520,  539,  640,  642,  656,  665,  707,  708,  723, 
727,  730,  738,  754.  764,  770,  772,  778,  798,  818, 
871 ,  891.  892,  893.  898,907, 909, 917, 922, 927, 
936,  982,  1008.  1009,  1039,  1031.  1038,  1044, 
1048, 1056, 1061, 1065,  1066, 1077,  1083,  1085 

resolutions  by,  ...         -      798,  909 

remarks  concerning  the  purchase  of  books 
for  Senators,  -----       23 

reinarks  concerning  the  Mexican  war,  on 
the  bill  to  increase  the  army,      89,  90,  91,  92, 
209,  217,  235,  303,  495,  501 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to 
General  Taylor,    -         -         -        -      366,367 

remarks  in  response  to  Mr.Yulee,  con- 
cerning certain  misquotation  of  authori- 
ties, &c.,  by  that  gentleman,  -     397,  398 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  a  minis- 
ter to  Rome,  -         -        -      510,  511,  512 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  congratula- 
tion to  France,       -        -         •      569,  570,  591 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Supreme 
Court,  -         -         -        -        -        -        -    597 

remarks  concerning  the  affairs  in  Yucatan,     713 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill,      -         -        -     810i 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  adjourn  Con- 
gress, and  concerning  the  Wilmot  pro- 
viso,     -------     8fiG 

remaiks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  general  officers  in  the  army,     890 

remarks  corvcerning  the  political  opinions 
of  Generals  Cass  and  Taylor,       -      898,  899 

remarkson  the  bills  to  establish  a  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,     810,  992,  998,  1061, 

1084, 1085 
Foreign  Relations,  the  election,  &c.,  of  the 

Committee  on,       -         -        -         19,  21,  462 

instructions  to  the  Committee  on,  727,  765,  769, 

lOOS 

billsand  resolutions  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on,     157,  170,  590.  617,  622,  642,  737, 
811,  997,  1028,  1043 

Committ'e  on,  discharged  from  subjects,  284 
Fort  on  Proctor's  Island,  appropriation  for,  1056 
Fortifications,  bill  making  appropriation  for, 

for  the  year  ending  30th  Jutie,  1849,  880,  883 
Fougieres,  Marquis  de,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  legal  representatives  of,    -         -        -     463 
France,  joint  resolutions  tendering  the  con- 
gratulationsof  Congress  to  the  people  of, 
upon  the  success  of  the  revolution,  549,  558, 
567,  580,  590 

remarks  on  the  above,  by — 
Mr.  Allen,    -        -        -      567,  569,  580,  591 

Mr.  Bagl)y, 580 

Mr.  Baldwin, 571 

Mr.  Calhoun,        -        -        -        -      568,569 

Mr.  r>ayton, 591 

Mr.  Dickinson,     -----    591 

Mr.  Douglas, 569 

Mr.  Downs, 571,591 

Mr.  Foote,    -        -        -        -      569,570,591 

Mr.  Hale, 568,  .591 

Mr.  Hannegan,     -         -         -         -      591,  .592 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Georgia,     -         -        -     592 

Mr.  Niles, 581,  .591 

Mr.  Underwood,  -         -        -        -      569,570 

decree  of  the  National  Assembly  of,  re- 
sponsive to  the  congratulatory  resolu- 
tions of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Stales, 1050 
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IX 


France — 

the  message  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  announcing  the  establishment 
of  a  republic  in,  and  covering  the  de- 
spatches from  the  American  minister  in,     579 
joint  resolution  authorizing;  the  presenta- 
tion to  the  Government  of,  of  a  series  of 
the  standard   weights  and  nneasures  of 
the  United  States,  -        .        .        .    857 

Fredien,  Henry,  M.  Vercher,  and  other  citi- 
zens of  Louisiana,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  567,  887 
Fremont,  John  Charles,   the  petition  of,  for 
an    investigation   of  the  claims  of   the 
Californians   against   the   Government, 
and  action  concerning,  -        -        -     261,284 
call   for  and   report  of  the  proceedings  of 

the  court-martial  in  the  case  of,  397,  403,  593 
proposition  to  print  the  above,-         -         -     623 
map  of  Oregon,  propositions  to  print  and 

to  distribute,  -         -        .        .     822,  844 

his  Geographical  Memoir  on  Upper  Cali- 
fornia, -------     927 

pay  for  his  services  in  preparing  map,    949,  954 
Select  Committee  on   the  continuance  and 
publication  of  the  explorations  by,  and 
r    their  report,  -        -        -        -  1008,  1024 

proposition  to  appropriate  $30,000  to  pay 
the  expense  of  further  explorations  by,   1044 
Franking  privilege,  remarks  concerning  the 

inviolability,  &c.,  of  the,       -         .        -     379 
bill  declaring  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  acts  authorizing  the  exercise  of 
the,        -        -        -      4S3,  508,  590,  623, 648 
(See  Mams — International  Exchanges.) 
Frick  &  Haddock,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        -     787 
Fugate,  J.nmes,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,         -    862 
Fuller,  William,  and  Orlando  Salimarsh,  bill 

for  the  relief  of     -        -         -        -        -    844 

Fulton,  Catharine,  of  Washington  county, 
Penn.,  bill  for  the  rel*ef  of,  -   467,  526,  1011 

G. 
Gaither,  H.  B.,  joint  resolution  for  the  relief 

of, 456,872 

G^lphin,  Milledge,  executor  of  the  last  will    ^ 
and   testament  of  George  Galphin,  de- 
ceased, bill  for  the  relief  of,  -         -       75,  197 
Gardiner,  David,  of  Southborough,  Massa- 
chusetts, bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of,  -         -         -         -     870 

Garland,  Abigail,  widow  of  David  Garland, 

deceased,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,    -      182,  636 
General  Land  Office,  reports  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the,        -        -        -        -       18,  327 
resolution  of  instruction  to  the,         -         -     580 
bill  so  to  amend  the  act  of  1836",'  reorgan- 
izing the,  as  to  authorize  the  President 
to  detail  a  clerk  to  sign  his  name  to  the 

patents, 233,  237 

Geological  Reconnoissance,  by  David  Dale 

Owen,  proposition  to  print,    -         -         .     892 
Georgia.     (See  Judicial  Districts.) 

joint  resolutions  of  the  Lesislature  of,  -  387 
Gibson,  Charles  M.,  bill  for  "the  relief  of,  483,  887 
Gibson,  Colonel  George,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  legal  representatives  of,    - 
Gibson  county,  Louisiana,  an  act  in  addition 
'   to  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  reserved  town- 
ships in,"  approved  11th  August,  1842,- 
Gideon,  Jacob,  l)ill  for  the  relief  of,     - 
Gillet,  Shadrach,  bill  for  the  relief  of,   -         -  1043 
Gilliss,  J.  M.,  and  others,  bill  for  relief  of,   -     642 
Glynn,  James,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -         -     625 
Goss,  Russell,  bill  for  the  relief  of,   327,  850,  872 
Gordon,  Susan  E.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    59,  146, 

320,  337 
Gott,  William,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,  -         -    823 
Grady,  William  B.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -     770 
Graham,  John  Lorimer,  late  postmaster  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  bill  for  the  relief 

of, 590,  665,  1066 

Graham,  Thomas  B.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  853 
Graham,  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  -  1008 
Gramillion,  Francis,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

heirs  and  widow  of,       -        -        -        .   1056 
Grandin,  Henry  D.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -    593 
Grants  of  land.    (See  Ijouisiana — Cl'mlon  and 
Kalamazoo  Canal — Illinois — Florida — Mis- 
souri— Indiana — ^Irkansas — luiva — Mich- 
igan—  Wisconsin — Jilabama — Mississippi.) 
Gratiot,  John  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and 
the  legal  representatives  of  Henry  Gra- 
tiot,        870,1086 


862 


997 
700 


Grayson,  Colonel  William,  deceased,  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  repre- 
sentatives of,         .        -         -        .     327,850 
Gray,  Samuel,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,  -         -     862 
Greene,  Albert  C,  of  Rhode  Island,    -    1,13,22, 
59,  62,  63,  78,  264,  349,  375,  530,  737,  738, 
753,  777,  872,  1056 

resolution  by,  - 1024 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  raiv^^e  for  a  limited 
time  an  additional  military  force,  -  -  379 
Greer,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  -  665 
Greer,  Samuel  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  858 
Griee,  Samuel,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  434,872 
Griffin,  Anna,  of  Wyoming   county,   New 

York,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -        -        -     823 

H. 
Hale,  John  P.,  of  New  Hampshire,  1,  15,  21,  26, 
51.  62,  6.3.  75,  95. 110, 156.  309,  .327,  340,  402, 
438,  456,  462,  494,  509,  520.  526, 530,  536,  549, 
558.  567,  604,  617,  623,  642.  648,  656,  665,  676, 
6K5,  694,  695,  700,  723,  727,  728.  792,  793,  804, 
809,  818,  828, 833,  834,  840,  853,  854,  8.55,  870, 
871 ,  873,  876,  898, 899  906. 907. 909, 916. 922. 
928,  949,  954,  965,  983,  987,  992,  1001,  1002, 
1009, 1024, 1025, 1029, 1039, 1047,»1048,  1055, 
1065,  1066.  1068,  1077,  1085  j 

resolutions  by,  160,  699,  723,  728, 817, 906, 954, 

983,  999,  1008 

remarks  concerning  the  bill  for  the  increase 
of  the  army,  and  the  Mexican  war,  80.  81, 122 

remarks  on  presenting  petitions  for  the 
withdrawal  of  our  troops  from  Mex- 
ico,       -        -         -         -        -         -        -     156 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  thanks  to 
Generals  Scott  and  Taylor,  341, 342,  364, 366, 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  a  minis- 
ter to  Rome,  -        -        -      510,511,512 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  congratulation 
to  France, 568,  591 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cap- 
tain Jesse  D.  Elliott,     -        -        -         -    636 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill,  concerning  the 
slavery  question,  -        -        -      804,  805,  810 

on  the  bills  to  establish  territorial  govern- 
ment in  Oregon,    -        -    810,  988,  989,  1060 
Hallenback,  Ruth,  an  act  granting  a  pension 

to, 823 

Halsted,  Henry  N.,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,  -     823 
Hamer,  Thomas  L.,  a  representative   elect 
from  Ohio,  his  death  announced,  and  an 
eulogy  upon  his  life  and  character,         -       68 
Hamilton,  Alexander,  bill  to  authorize-  the 

purchase  of  the  papers  of,      -        -   264,  1044 

Hamlin,  Hannibal,  of  Maine,  827,  882,  898,  902, 

1051,  1056,  1066 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,  -  -  -  -  989 
Hannegan,  Edward  A.,  of  Indiana,  1,  4,  26,  50, 
147, 175, 182, 188, 196, 214, 231, 2.33, 235, 270, 
337, 338,  350, 361,  363,  378, 383, 397, 509, 512, 
520,  521,  527,  535,  536,  541,  562.  569,  570,  571, 
580, 581, 593,  608,  617,  622,  642,  656,  665,  676, 
694.  722,  727,  728,  745,  763;  764,  765,  773,  777, 
784.  812,  818,  858, 862.,  893  903, 91 6, 917, 954, 
982.983,994,999. 1009. 1010, 1028, 1039, 1043, 
1044, 1952, 1056, 1059, 1061, 1065, 1068, 1085, 

1086 

resolutions  by,         136,  214,-520,  590,  723,  765, 

769,  927,  954 

his  resolution  concerning  the  annexation, 
&c.,  of  Mexico  to  the  United  Slates,     -     136 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Baldwin 
calling  upon  the  President  for  informa- 
tion as  to  the  extent  and  value  of  the 
public  domain  of  Mexico,     -         -         -    231 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  John  Paul  Jones,      -      381,  382,  383 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  a  minis- 
ter to  Rome,  .         .        .        -        .    509 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  congratula- 
tion to  the  people  of  France,  -      590,  .591,  592 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  purchase  the 
portrait  of  General  Taylor,    -         -         -     695 

remarks  concerning  the  affairs  in  Yucatan,     713 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  take  military  pos- 
session of  Yucatan,       728,  729,  738,  773,  778 

remarks  concerning  the  published  life  of 
Cass,     -        -        -        -         -        -        -    893 

remarks  on  the  bills  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,  -  804,  805,  1000,  1016 
Harbor  improvements,  remarks  and   propo- 
sition  concerning  the   memorial  of  the 
Chicago  convention  for,         -      853,  883,  890 


Harbor  improvements — 

bill  making  appropriations  for  the  improve- 
ment of  certain  rivers  and  harbors,         -  1086 
Harding,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -     623 
Hardorp,  John,  an  act  to  refund  a  penalty 
remitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to, 10.?8 

Harrington,  Charity,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  1017 
Harris,  Oliver  C,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  230,  636 
Harrison,  Robert  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  1028 
Hart,  Benjamin  F.,  late  purser  in  the  navy, 
bill  introduced  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  and  excutors  of,  -  -  783 
Harrison,  Michael,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  744 
Hanson,  James  Morton  Noah,  pay  allowed 

to,  ...•-...  1065 
Hassler,  Anna  J.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  299,  7f5 
Hastings,  Lewis,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,  •  862 
Haup,  John,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,  -  -  823 
Healy,  Beihia,  bill  granting  a  pensinn  to,  403,872 
Hemp,  American,  joint  resolution  in  relation 
to  the  purchase  of,  for  the   use  of  titp, 

navy, 397,  4ft7,  526 

Henry,  Dr.  A.  G.,  of  Illinois,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of,  858 

Herrington,  Charity,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  823,  1073 
Hickey's  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 

resolution  for  the  purchase  of  copies  of,    693, 
625,  633,  694 
Hickman,  Edna,  wife  of  Alexander  D.  Perk, 

bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  -  -  617,874 
Hilliert,  John,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,  -  -  ^62 
Hildreth,  Srtrah,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,  -  1(J28 
Hillary,  Reginald,  alias  Nick,  bill   for  the 

relief  of  the  heirs  of,     -        -        -        .     676 
Hillsborough  county.     (See  Florida.) 
Hoban,  David,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  legal  representatives  of,  -  -  .  1010 
Hockett,  John  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  9U6 
Hodges,  Benjamin,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the 

legal  representatives  of.  ...  1023 

Hoffman,  Catharine,  act  for  relief  of,  -  823,  1038 
Hogan,  John,  proposition  to  pay  the  claim  >f,  1038 
Hogan,  William,  the  administrator  of  .Mi- 
chael Hogan,  deceased,  bill  for  the  le'ief 

of, 580,  1085 

Hogan,  John  B.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -         -     997 
HoffKatt,  Nathaniel,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  136.  301 
Holland,  William  T.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  728,  942 
Holland,  Isaac,  elected  dooikeeper,      -         -       19 
to  carry  the  remains  of  Senator  Ashley  to 
Arkansas,     ------     723 

Holland,  Nicholas  J.,  authorized  to  act  as 
assistant  doorkeeper  of  the  Senate  in  the 
absence  of  that  officer,  -  -  -  .  765 
Holly,  Hon.  John  M  ,  late  a  representative 
from  the  State  of  New  York,  his  death 
announced,  --.---  503 
Holton,  Francis  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  744,  793, 

1052 
Hornbeck,   J.  W.,   a   representative    from 

Pennsylvania,  death  announced,  -        -    223 
Horses,  bill  to  revive  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  horses  and  other  property 
lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  approved  January 
18,  1837,  and  the  act  approved  Octolier 
14,  1837,  and  August  23,  1842,  amenda- 
tory of  ihe  same,  -         -        -      782,  834,  840 
Hospitals.     (See  Marine  Hospitals.) 
Houston,  Sam,  of  Texas,  230,  592,  744,  778,  812, 

1038,  1014,  1077 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  take  militaiy  posses- 
sion of  Yucatan,   -         -        -        .        -     738 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,  -        -        -1075,1085 
Houston,  Dr.,  his  letter  concerning  the  re- 
ports of  Senate  proceedings,  -        -     135 
resolution  for  distributing  to  the  House,  665,  684 
^2,500  to,  for  copies  of  his  reports,  bound, 

&c., 1038 

Humphreys,  Gad,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -     700 
Hunter,  Robert  M.  T.,  of  Viroini.i,   1,  13,  26,  63, 
110, 146, 170, 182, 230,  248,  292,  303,  337,  397, 
461, 520, 604, 619,  611, 844, 8.34,  892,  898, 917, 
999,  1010,  1055,  1061 
resolutions  by,  -       85,  230.  625,  844,  1055 

remarks  on  the  ten  regiment  bill,  concern- 
ing the  Mexican  vvar,   -         -        -        -     310 
remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill, 

concerning  the  Cherokees,  i&c,      -         -     858 
remarks  on  ihe  bill  to  establish   territorial 
government  in  Oi'egon,  ...     921 

Huntington,  Jabez  W.,  his  death  announced,      15 


INDEX  TO 


Huntington,  Jeanette  C.,  widow  and  sole 
exermrix  of  William  D.  Ciieever,  de- 
ceaspH,  hill  for  the  relief  of,  -  74,  78,  230 

Hussev,  Oi)e(l,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  -  769 
Hutchinson,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  636 
Hutinack,  Francis,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,  -  1028 

I. 

Incarnacion,  bill  authorizing  aregister  for  the 

hurqne, 777 

Illinois,  bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of,  the  right 

of  way  through  public  lands,  13,  52,  309,  648 
bill  granting  to  the  Slate  of,  the  right  of 
way  through  the  pulilic  lands,  and  a  do- 
nation of  land  for  making  a  railroad  ron- 
neciingihe  upper  and  lower  Mississippi 
with  the  chain  of  the  northern  lalces  at 
Chicago,        -         -         -         .      214,  230,  723 
resoluiinns  of  the  Legislature  of,      74,  340,  410 
bill  to  grant  land  to  the  inhnbi'aius  of  town- 
ship 18  north,  of  range  1,  2,  west  of  the 
fourth  principal  meridian,  in  the  State  of,  1016 
bill  to  grant  land  in  lieu  of  the  16th  section, 
in  township  2  north,  range  9  west  of  the 
fourth  principal  meridian  in  the  county 

of  Adams, 1016 

(See  Judicial  Districts.) 
IndeperuJent  treasury,  concerning   practices 

under  it,        -         -         -         -         -      787,  897 
the  specie  operations  of  the        .         .         .     ggy 
IiidiMni,   bill    authorizing   the    Secretary   of 
War  to  surrend<^r  certain   bonds  of  the 
State  of,   held  by  the  United  Stntes,  to 
the  agent  of  said  State,  -         -      136,462,773 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,    319,  446,  571 
bill  granting  the  right  of  way  through  the 
public  lands  in  the  State  of,  for  certain 

purposes, 737 

bill  to  grant  to  the  trustees  of  townshifi  8 
north,  range  5  east,  in  the  county  of  Elk- 
hart, in  the  State  of  [ndiana,  so  much  of 
the  public  land  as  may,  with   the  frac- 
tional 16ih  sections  therein,  make  up  the 
cntii-e  section,        -         .         .         .         .  1016 
fSee  Cumberland  Road.) 
Indian  agents,  concerning  an  increase  of,     -     858 
Indian  Affairs,  election  of  the  Committee  on, 

&c.,     -         -         -         -         -  19,  21,  476 

resolution  of  instruction  to  the,       374,  530,  754 
roooris  from  the,       -         -         137,844,  897,  906 
bi!!s  and  resolutions  reported  fiom  the,  78,  147, 
2i4„230,3n9.  337.  456,  ,580,  593,  617,  633,  656, 
676,  853,  870,  872.  892.  909,  997,  1073 
discharged  from  sul)iects,  378,  3H7,  056  761 ,  1073 
Indian  claims,  joint  resolution  to  authorize 
the  adjudication  of  cert/iin,  under  the  act 
of  2.3d  August,  1842,     -        -        -     854,870 
Indian  department,  bill  making  appropriation 
for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the,  for  18-49.    5.58,  593,  793,  798,  805,  809, 
828,  840,  844,  858,  862,  917,  926,  997 
Indian  reservation,  liili  to   relinquish   the  re- 
versionary interest  of  the  United  States 
in  certain,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,        -     433 
Indian  tribes,  bill  regulating  trade  and  inter- 
course with  the  various,  residing  within 
the  limits  of  Texas,       -        -        -     582,853 
Indians.    (See  Cherokee  Indians — Wyandots — 

Delaicares.) 
Imprisonment  fo.r  debt,  concerning,      -         -     327 
Interest  due  Alabama.     (See  Mabama.) 
Internal  improvements  in  the  State  of  iMich- 
igan,  bill   to  api>ly  certain  alterntle  sec- 
tions of  the  public  domain  towards  the 
comiiletion  of  wo'-lcs  of,         -         .         .     135 
rem>irks  touching  the  power  of  the  Federal 
Government  to  construct  works  of.   (See 
Ciiiiihirlnvd  Island. ) 
resolution  of  .Mr.  Bigby  declarative  of  the 
powers  of  the  Federal  Government  as 
regards  the  right  to  construct  works  of, 

&'■ 196 

Internvtional  exchanges.    (See  Hiclcey's  Con- 
st it  nlion — Documents.) 
bill  lo  facilitiiie  international  ex';hanges,  by 
allowing  the  franking  privilege,     -         -     916 
Iowa,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,          -     410 
bill  gruliing   to   the  State  of,  the   right  of 
way  and  a  donation  of  public  lands,  for 
making  a  railroad  connecting  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  Missouri  rivers,          -        -     763 
J.  I 

Jackson,  Jesse  Washington,  bill  for  the  re-  I 

lief  of, 840  I 


Jackson  Monument  Association,  petition  for 

cannon  taken  by  General  .Tackson,  &c.,   1016 
joint  resolution  granting  to  the,  the  cannon 
talcen  by  General  Jackson  in  his  cam- 
paigns, for  the  construction  of  his  mon- 
ument,    1025, 1051 

Jameson,   John    M.,    resolution    continuing 

him  as  postmaster  of  the  Senate,   -         -     765 
Jeffisrson,  Thomas,  bill  to  authorize  the  pur- 
chase and  publication  of  the  papers  and 
manuscripts  of  the  late,  -         -         -     823 

Johnson,  Colonel  Richard  M.,  the  claim  of,     805 
bill  to  compensate,  for  the  erection  of  cer- 
tain buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Choctaw 

academy, 870,  1028 

Johnson,  Herschell  v.,  of  Georgia,  349,  387,  403, 
479,  855,  898,  903,  907,  988, 1016,  1051, 1052, 

1084 
resolution  by,   ------     737 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  army, 

concerning  the  Mexican  war,         -         -     479 
remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  congratula- 
tion to  France, 592 

remarks  concerning  slavery  in  the  Terri- 
tories, and  the  opinions  of  Generals  Cass 

and  Taylor, 907 

remarks  on  the  bills  to  establish  territo- 
rial government  in  Oregon,  -  -  906,  1076 
Johnson,  Henry,  of  Louisiana,  1,  21.  26,  51,  52, 
63,  67,  74,  110,  111,  122,  136,  157,  170,  182, 
196,  208,  209,  237, 249,  270,  284,  291,  292,  301, 
320,  327,  337,  341,  361,  .374,  378,  384,  403,  456, 
467,  468,  476,  483,  .501, 508,  .520,  .521,  526,  .536, 
540,  642  699,  722,  727,  728,  744,  7.53,  763,  764, 
777,  782,  783,  785,  823,  827,  828,  835,  840,  843, 
857,  862,  872,  874,  879,  880,  882,  884,  897,  903, 
906,  921.  949,  953,  983,  987,  999,  1008,  1010, 
1016,  1028, 10.38,  10.39, 1043,  1047, 1048, 1051, 
1055, 1056, 1059, 1064,  1066, 1067, 1073, 1077, 

1086 

resolutions  by,      19,  21,  85,  171,  264,  309,  3.37, 

361,  476,  503,  699,  737,  753,  763,  765,  884, 

1038,  1064 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  army,  -     501 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 

government  in  Oregon,  ...  1061 

Johnson,  Reverdy,  of  Maryland,        ],  50,  51,  59, 

63,  67,  74,  75,  78,  81,  95,  110,  115,  122,  140, 

163, 171, 173, 174,  175,  177,  230,  320,  327,361, 

330,  384,  387, 397,  410,  453,  .540,  548,  569,  582, 

590,  .597,  599,  640,  642,  693,  694,  722,  738,  744, 

767,  827,  843,  862,  871 ,  873,  875,  879,  883,  890, 

891,  893,  898,  903,906,  910,  931 ,  947,  949,  989, 

9.98,  999.  1002,  1028,  1029,  10.30,  1038,  1043, 

1044, 1048, 1051, 1052, 10.56,  1065, 1066, 1068, 

1077,  1083,  1084,  1086 

resolutions  by,  67,  361,  699,  728,  738,  744,  754, 

763,  783,  853,  872,  992,  1038,  1047 

remarks  concerning  his  call  on  the  War 

Department  for  military  statistics,  -       78 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  addition  of  ten 
regiments  to  the  army,  concerning  the 
Mexican  war,,  -  -  137,147,150,172 
remarks  on  presenting  the  petition  of  John 
S.  Skinner  for  an  appropriation  for  the 
establishment  of  an  institution  to  instruct 
in  agricultural  science,  &c.,  -  -  -  617 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  payment  of  the 

California  claims,  -         -         -      702,703 

remarks  on  his  resolution  calling  upon  the 
President  for   reasons  why  certain   ap- 
pointments of  military  officers  have  been 
withheld  from  the  Senate,    744,  745,  753,  763  || 
reinarks  an  the  Oregon  bill,       -         -         -     871 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fred- 
erick Dawson  and  others,      -         -         .     §87  I 
remarks  concerning  the  published  life  of  ! 

General  Cass, 893  | 

remarks  concerning  the  Mexican  claims,  -     906 
remarks  conrcrning  the  plan  for  reporting,   1065 
reimrks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  Mex- 
ican claims, 1066,  1067  i 

remarks  on  the  bills  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,     871,  917,  1000,  1061 
Johnson,  Waller  R  ,  bill  for  the  n-liof  of,      59,  96  , 
Johnson,  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -    '    -     722  i 
Johnson,  IL  D.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -         -     858  I 
Jones,  John  Paul,  bfll  for  the  relief  of  the  I 

licirs  of,         -         .         .    4,  13,  .381,  467, .503 

Jones  ife  Bokcr,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  147,  337,  875 

the  law  for  their  relief  to  be  suspended,     -     873 

Jones,  Elizabeth,  and  the  the  fithcr  children, 

if  any,  of  John  Carr,  bill  for  the  relief 

of, 196,636 


Jones,  Harvey,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -        -     722 
Jones,  Charles  Lee,  the  petition  concerning 
promises  by   the   Executive   to  appoint 
j  him  lieutenant  colonel  if  he  should  raise 

!  a  corps  of  volunteers,    -         -        -    548,1028 

I  Judd,  Amzy,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,  309,  508,  1011 
:  Judges  in  Louisiana,  proposition  to  increase 

their  salaries,         -        ...         -  1039 
Judges  of  the  western  district  of  Virginia, 

concerning  an  increase  of  the  salary  of,     906 
Judgments  against  the  United  States  in  cer- 
tain cases,  joint  resolution  in  relation  to 
the  rendition  of,    -         -         -         -         -     209 
Judicial  district  of  Arkansas,  bill  to  divide 

the,  into  two  districts,     13,  86,  320,  327,  744, 

844,  862 
bill  to   divide  the  district  of  Illinois  into 

two, ?2, 59 

bill  to  divide  the  State  of  Georgia  into  two, 
and  organizing  and  establishing  an  addi- 
tional district  court  of  the  United  States, 
with  circuit  powers  and  jurisdiction,      -   328, 

526,  1051 
Judicial  system  of  the  United  States,  bill  to 

alter  and  amend  the,      -        -         -      HO,  146 
Judiciary,  the  election  of  the  Committee  on,       19, 

21,75,86 
chairman  appointed,  ....     722 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the,      59,  230,  327, 
384,  438,  461,  526,  549,  723,  727,  906,  909,  954 
bills  reported  from  the,      63,  85,  110,  157,  209, 
250,  261,  292,  299,  327,  341.  361.  363,  378,  453, 
526,- 567,  623  633,  700,  722,  737,  744,  793,808, 
834,  844,  853,  862,  882,  909,  942,  946,  1056, 

1059 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  sub- 
jects,"       157,  209,  423,  737,  844,  1059,  1086 
reports,    -         -        -         -       299,  378,  467,  862 

Juvenile  delinquents  in    the  State   of  New 
York,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  society  for 
the  reformation  of,         -        -        -      617,  862 
K. 
Kavasales,  Photius,  bill  to  change  the  name 

■•of,  to  that  of  Photius  Fisk,  -      467,  526,  648 
Keen,  Elisha  L.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  ad- 
ministratrix of,     -         -        -        -  59,  86,  96 

Kennedy,  Lewis,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     917 

Kennedy,  Joshua,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -     892 
Kentucky,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,       51 

(See  Courts.) 

King,  William  R.,  of  Alabama,  931,  942,  953,  982, 

'983,  999,  1008,  1009,  1024,  1030,  1031,  1038, 

1043, 1047,1048, 1051, 1052, 1061, 1065, 1068, 

1076,  1077,  1083,  1085 

resolution  by,  ------  1073 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the 
Mexican  claims,   -----  1067 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,  ...  1084 

Knight,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -         -     753 
Kuykendall,  Nathaniel,  bill  for  relief  of,  182,  636 

L. 
Land  claims  in  Louisiana,  bill  supplemental 
to  the  act  approved  July  6,  1842,  con- 
cerning certain,     -----     604 

bill  to  amend  the  act  approved  17th  .Tune, 
1844,  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
adjustment  of  land    claims    within   the 
State  of  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  Loui- 
siana, and  in  those  parts  of  the  Stales  of 
Missouri  and  Alabama  south  of  theSOih 
degree   of  north  latitude,  and    between 
the  Mississippi  and  Perdido  rivers,        -     763 
bill  supfilemental  to  an  act   to  confirm  the 
survey  and  location  of  claims  for  lands 
in  the  Slate  of  Mississippi,  east  of  Pearl 
river,  and  south  of  the  31st  degree   of 
north  latitude,  approved  March  3,  1845,     844 
Land  claims,  bill  providing  for  the  examina- 
tion and  settlement  of  claims  for  land  at 
the  Sault  de  Sle.  Marie,  Michigan,        -     954 
bill   for  ascertaining  claims   and    titles   to 
lands  within  the  territory  of  California 
and    New    Mexico,    to   grant  donation 
rights,  and  to  provide  for  the  survey  of 
lands  ihciein,          ...          -         -   1016 
Land  districts^bill  for  nltaching  a  portion  of 
the  north  wesicrn  land  district  of  Loui- 
siana, to  the  district  north  of  Red  river, 
Louisiana,     -         .         -         -       604,  640,  822 
Land  .iffii-e   in    the  Ainchua  land  district   in 
Florida,  bill  in  relation  to  the  location  of 
tfie, 363 
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1017 

874 
665 
676 


Land  officers,  compensation  to.     (See  Land 

Warrants.) 
Land  Siiles.     (See  Saline  Reservations — Sagi- 

naiD  ladinns.) 
Land  warrants,  military,  bill  to  allow  further 

time  for  satisfying  certain,    -        -         -      22 
bill  to  require  the  holders  of,  to  compensate 
the  land  officers  of  the  United  States  for 
services    in   relation   to  the   location   oP 
these  warrants,     -        -        -      230,  €65,  676 
bill  further  to  extend  the  time  for  locating 
Virginia  military,  and  returning  surveys 
thereon,         ....--     728 

an  act  relating  to,     -        -        -        -    737,  1085 

Lands.     (See  Public  Lawh — Bounty  Lands — 

Reserved  Lands.) 
Larabee,  Charles,  remarks  concerning  tile 
claims  of,  for  a  pension,         .         -         - 
Laws  of  Congress,  resolution  and   remarks 
concerning  the  distribution  of  Little  & 
Brown's  edition  of  the,         .        -        . 
joint  resolution,  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  furnish  theclerk  of  the  district 
court  of  theUnited  Statesfor  the  western 
district  of  Virginia,  with  four  copies  of 
Little  &  Brown's  edition  of  the,     -   8t)9, 
Lawson,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
Lawton,  James,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    - 
Lee,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 
Leech,  Samuel,  bill  to  provide  for  the  com- 
pensation of,  for  services  in  the  inve.sti- 
gation  of  suspended  sales  in  the  Mineral 
Point  district,  Wisconsin,      -      170,182,263 
Lewis,  Dixon  H.,  Senator  from  State  of  Ala- 
bama, 121,  230,  284,  397,  466,  520,  604,  622, 
665,  700,  772,  850,  853,  899,  931,  965,  1010, 

1030,  1038 
resolution  by,  ------  1031 

remarks  on  the  billio  take  military  posses- 
sion of  Yucatan,    -----     745 

Le  Roy,  John,  bill  granting  a  pension  to,    -     827 
Lewis,  Jonathan,  joint  resolution  for  the  re- 
lief of,    -     230,636 

Library,  the  Joint  Committee  on,  the  election 

ofthe, -         19,  21 

bills  and  resolutions  reported  from  the,  264,  434, 

823,  857 
instructions  to  the,    -       361,  540,  665,  737,  927 
reports  from  the,       -----     571 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  sub- 
jects,      699 

Library  of  Congress.      (See  Duties.) 
Library  of  Washington, inquiry  concerning,     665 
Lighting  the  Capitol.     (See  Crutchett.) 
Light-houses  and  buoys,  an  act  to  change  the 

location  of  certain,         -         -         -      328,558 
joint  resolution  to  change  the  location  of  a 
light-house   on    Lake  Superior,  in    the 
State  of  Michigan,         -        -        -        -     902 
joint  resolution  ePtending  the  time  for  the 

erection  of  certain,  -        -        -    723,783,949 
bill  making  appropriation  for  light-houses, 
light-boats,  buoys,  &c.,  and   providing 
for  the  erection  and  establishment  ofthe 

same, 873,  932,  1059 

Live  oak,  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  of- 
fences committed  in  cutting,  destroying, 
or  removing  live  oak  and  other  timber  or 
trees  reserved  for  naval  purposes,"  ap- 
proved 2(1  March,  1831,  &c.,  -  320,  349 
Loan   bill,  an  act  to  authorize  a  loan  not  to 

exceed  P6,000,000,       -      378,462,521,526, 

536,  541 
remarks  on,  by — 

Mr.  Atherton, 526 

Mr.  Cass, 531 

Mr.  Niles, 541 

Mr.  Phelps,  -         -         -         -         -     549 

Mr.  Rusk,    ------     534 

Mr.  Webster,        -----     530 

Loomig,  Walter,  and  Abel  Gay,  bill  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act  for  the  relief  of,  approved 
July  2,  1836,         -         -        -        -      136,  309 

Louisiana,  bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana  certain   lands,    for    internal    im- 
provements, -        -        -        -        52,  .540,  649 

'  (See  Land  Claims — Land  Districts — Cowls.) 

resolutions  ofthe  Legislature  of,       -      291,  476 
Loyd,  Wallace,  and  Sylvester  Gray,  pay  of,     817 
Lumber,  Ijill  to  admit  lumber  cut  on  the  ter- 
ritory of  Maine,  and    manufactured   in 
New  Brunswick,  into  ports  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  free  of  duty,  -         -        -     530 


M. 

Macedonian,  the  United  States  ship,  propo- 
sition to  defray  the  expenses  of  the,  to 

Ireland, 1014 

Mackall,  John  G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -     844 
Madison  Papers,  bill  to  provide  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the   manuscript  papers  of  the 
late  James  Madison,  formerly  President 
of  the  United  States,      -        -        -  67,  75,  78 
Mails,  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  provide 
for  the  transmission  of,  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  foreign  countries,  and  for 
other  purposes,     214,  483,  625,  694,  793,  870 
southern,  a  resolution  to  authorize  and  re- 
quire a  renewal  of  contract  for  carrying 

the, 822,  854,  876 

(See  Public  Steamers.) 
Maine,  resolutions  of  the  State  of,         -        -       19 

(See  Courts.) 
Major  General  and  Brigadier  General,  an  act 
repealing  the  proviso  to   the  act  which 
required  the  President  to  reduce  the  gen- 
erals to  one  at  the  close  of  the  war,        -     890 
remarks  on  the  above,  by — 

Mr.  Benton, 890 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,     -        -     890 

Mr.  Foote, 890 

Mangum,  Willie  P.,  of  North  Carolina,  1,  13,  19. 

*   51,  52,  .59,  77, 81,  86,  91, 122,  136,  li7,  182, 

208,  209,  233,  237,  272,  284,  291,  293,  303, 

320,  343,  350,  377,  384,  403,  462,  469,  483, 

509,  520,  533,  571,  591,  592,  593,  623,  625, 

642,  656,  694,  707,  822,  828,  8.33,  834,  840, 

841,  844,  862,  870,  871,  897,  898,  907,  917, 

997, 999, 1001, 1028, 1029, 1031, 1038, 1044, 

1083,  1085 

resolutions  by,    19, 171, 182, 197,  209,  214,  320, 

862,  1085 
remarks  concerning  the  purchase  of  books 
for  Senators,  -         -        -        -         22,  23 

remarks  concerning  the  bill  to  increase  the 

army,    -         -      "  -         -         -  91,92,  468 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
John  Paul  Jones,  -----    382 

his  resolutions,  and  remarks  thereon,  call- 
ing for  General  Scott's  plan  for  the  fur- 
ther prosecution  ofthe  war  in  Mexico,     182, 
183,  184,  197,  214,  215,  217 
remarks  on   the  appropriation   for  a  min- 
ister to  Rome,      .         -         -        -      511,512 
remarks   on    the   proposition    to   adjourn 
Congress,  and  concerning  the  Wilmot 
proviso,         ------     866 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  adjourn  Con- 
gress, concerning  General  Cass's  views 
on  slavery,  &c.,  -        -        892,  893,  9T)7 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,         -         -    1000,  1060 
Manley,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -   467,1011 
Manning,  Cornelius,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

legal  representatives  of,  -        -        .  ]028 

Manufactures,  Committee  on,      -         -         -       21 

Maps,  proposition  for  printing  of,  51,  56,  78,  301, 

309,327,  817,  822 

Maps  ofthe  battles  in  Mexico,  proposition  to 

print,    -         -         -        -         -         -        -     617 

Marine  Corps,  bill  for  placing  the  sailors  and 
marines  serving  in  Mexico  on  the  same 
fooling  as  officers   and  soldiers  of  the 

army, 1029 

bill  for  the  organization  ofthe,  -         -  1038 

Marine  Hospital  at  New  Orleans,  the  pro- 
posed appropriation  for,         -         -         -     921 
Marine   Hospitals,   remarks  concerning  an 

appropriation  for,           -         .         .         -     949 
Marvin,  William,  bill  for  relief  of,    137,  320,  .328 
Maryland,  joint  resolutions  ofthe  Legisla- 
ture of, 540 

Masnn,  James  M.,  of  Virginia,    ],  21,  26.  51,  52, 

59,  63,  85,  136,  146,  270,  319,  379,  384,  434, 

445,  456,  467,  483,  593,  617,  619,  627,  6'10, 

642,  665,  676,  694,  696,  699,  700,  704,  707, 

765,  777,  823,  834,  844,  858,  862,  870,  874, 

879,  883,  906,  936,   942,    1008,    1011,    1016, 

1024,   1043,   1044,   1047,    1048,    1051,   1061, 

1064,  1066,  1074,  1077 

resolutions  by,  122,  147,  804,  862,  906,  949 

announces  the  death  of  Hon.  G.  C.  Drom- 

goole,  late  representative  from  Virginia,       56 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  army,        467 
remarks  on  bill  for  payment  of  the  Califor- 
nia claims,    623,  6.30,  676,  685,  696,  701,  704 
remarks  concerning  the  contract  for  carry- 
ing the  southern  mail,  -        -.       ■        -     854 


Mason,  James  A.,  of  Virginia — 

remarks  on  the  l)ill  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,  -         -    902,  1048 

Massachusetts,  resolutions  ofthe  Legislature 

of, 777 

May,  Reynolds,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  261,  636 
Mays,  Elizabeth,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  309,  625 
McAlee,  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

and  legal  representatives  of,  -         -         -  1008 
McGarr,  John,  joint  resolution  in  relation  to 

the  naval  pension  of,     -        -        -      875,  879 
Mcintosh,  Com.  James  M.,  bill  for  relief 

of, 728 

Mcintosh,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  -  642 
Mcintosh,  Betsey,  joint  resolution  for  relief 

•    of,         - 309 

McKenzie,  William,  late  a  seaman  on  board 
the  United  States  ship  Vincennes,  bill  for 
the  relief  of,  -        -         -        -   567,  1011 

McRae,  Mary,  the  widow  of  the  late  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  William,  of  the  United 
States  army,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief 
of,         -        -         -         -_       -        22,  147,  378 

Medals   and  certificates,  a  joint  resolution 
authorizing,  to  be  ^iven  to  officers  and 
volunteers  for  gallant  conduct  in   battle 
during  the  v/ar  with  Mexico,         -     337,  476 
Medical  corps  of  the  navy,  a  bill  for  the  in- 
crease of  the,  -        -        -        -     642,  822 

Medical  staff  of  the  army,  a  bill  for  an  in- 
crease of  the,  for  a  limited  time,  147,337,343, 

349,  361 
Mellen,  Eliza  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -    823 

Messengers,  &c.,  in  the  Senate,  extra  com- 
pensation to,  -         .        -      327, 337,  582 
Metcalfe,  Thomas,  of  Kentucky,  892,  1009.  1048, 

1061,  1077 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,  -         -         -  1061 

Meteoroloiry,  Professor  Espy's  report  on,  -     604 
Mexican  Claims.     (See  Claims.) 
Mexico,  the  war  with.     [For  remarks  con- 
cerninsr,  see   speeches  under  ^irmy,  on 
the  bill   increasing  the  army.     See  also 
California  Claims.'\ 
Mr.  Calhoun's  resolution  declarative  ofthe 
policy  which  should  control   the  further 
prosecution  of  the,  and  remarks  there- 
on,       -------26 

remarks  by — 

Mr.  Allen,  -        -        -        -         53,54 

Mr.  Calhoun,     -        -         -        -53,54,96 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Dickin- 
son, declaratory  of  the  principles  which 
should  govern  the  United  States  in  the 
annexation  of  new  territory,  54,  349,  374 

remark*  by — 

Mr.  Calhoun 54 

Mr.  Cass,  -         -         -         -  54,  55 

Mr.  Dickinson,-        -        -  54,56,157 

resolutions  of  Mr.  Baghy,  declarative  of 
the  principles  which  should  govern  the 
United  States  in  the  acquisition  of  new 
territory,  -  -  -  241,261,284,361 
resolution  by  Mr.  Baldwin,  on  the  intro- 
duction of  slavery  in   territory  acquired 

from, 299,  387 

bill  providing  for  the  further  prosecution 
of  the  existing  war  between  theUnited 
States  and  the  Republic  of,    -         74,111,593 
bill  to  amend  the  act  providing  for  the  pro- 
secution ofthe.     (See  Bovnty  Lands.) 
resolutions  concerning  the  progress,  con- 
tinuance, and  policy  of  the  war  with,  &c., 
by  Mr.  Hannegan,     -         -         -         -     136 
Mr.  Mangum,       -         -         -         -     197 
resolution  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  concerning  the 

revenues  collected  in,     -        -         -        -     377 
resolution  calling  for  General  Scott's  plan 
for  further  conducting  the  war  with,  and 
debate  thereon,      -        -         -        -      183,  214 
resolution   calling  for    the  instructions  to 

General  Taylor,     -         -         -         -      214,  230 
petition  for  the  withdrawal  of  our  troops 

from, 121,156 

resolution  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  calling  upon 
the  President  for  information  a.s  to  the 
extent  and  value  of  the  public  domain, 
in,  and  debate  thereon,  touching  the 
policy,  &c.,  ofthe  Mexican  war,  -  -  231 
resolutions  of  State  Legislatures  in  favor 

of  bringing  the  war  to  a  close,        -         -     402 
message  fVorn  the  President  concerning  the 
duties  levied  in,     -        -         -         -        -    339 
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Mexirn — 
call  \\\inn  the  President  for  informntinn  re- 
trrtriliii^  aiiv  coiitemfilnted  inoveinent  by 
citizens  of  ilie  United  States  against,  for 
the  estiiblisliment  ofa  new  republic,  103S,  1047 
respnnse  to  the  above,       -         .        -         -  1050 
Miami  Luids.      (See  Pie'einplio)l  Clabnnnls.) 
Mii^hiiran.  (See  fulcrnal  Improvements — Court!!.) 
resolutions  of  the  Lesislatiire  of,     530,  539,  593 
bill  {rrantitiff  to  the  State  of,  a  riijht  of  way 
and   donation   of  public   lands,   for  the 
constiMciion  of  a  ship  canal  around  the 
falls  of  Ste.  Marie,  -  -  .  .     844 

Mileaife   of  Senators   and    Representatives, 

proposition  and  rernarks  concerninff,     -  1016 
Milit.iry  A<'Hdemv,  l)ill   to   place   the  officer 
who  performs  the  duty  of  pd  juiant  at  the, 
on  an  eqnaiily  as  to  pay  and  allowances, 
with  the  adjutants  of  rei^iinents,     -     230,642 
bill  makin^appropriation  forsupport  ofthe, 
for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1849,    642,785 
Military  Allairs,  Coiiimiltee  on,  proposition 

to  increase  the,      -         .  -         -  19^  21 

election  ofthe,  -----        19 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the,    26,  76.  85,  95, 

234,  320,  341,  3(i3,  765 

reports, 384,  540,  549 

bills  reported  from  the,  59.  63.  74.  95.  147.  214, 

230  241,341, 423.476  548,549,558,582,590, 

617,  625,  642, 676,  744,  809, 840.  858,  873,  890, 

906,  949,  997,  1024,  1025 

discharged   froin  the  consideration  of  .su'i- 

jects,  75,  136. 146, 170, 209,  214, 844, 858, 890, 

921,  999 
to  employ  a  clerk,     -----     284 

Mr.  Benton  appointed  chairman  ofthe,     -     793 
Military   asylum,  bill    lo   provide  a,   for  the 
relief  and  support  of  invalid  soldiers  of 
the  army  ofthe  United  Stales,       -         -     548 
Military  force.     (See  Bounty  Lands.) 
additional.      (See  ^rmy.) 
bill  explanatory  of  ihe  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  rais"-  for  a  bin  i  ted  time  an  additional  mil- 
itary force,  and  for  other  purposes,"     558,  625 
Military  reconrmissance.   (See  Emory,  Lieut.) 
Military  storekeepers,   bill   to   increase  the 

pay  of,  -         -         -         -         -         -         -     590 

Militia,  Committee  on  the,  election  ofthe,    19,  21 

(See  Vermont  jMititia.) 

Miller,  .Ta.ob  W.,  of  New  Jersey,  1,  22,  26,  50,  63, 

J21,  182,  2.30,  299,  311,  .340,  349,  397,  403, 

473,  .536,  558.  582,  623,  625,  642,  665,  676, 

762, 773, 777, 804,  809, 822, 1016, 1043, 1048, 

1€80,  1083, 1084 

resolutions  by,  .        -         -         .      264, 284 

remaiks  concernina;  the  Mexican  war,  on 

the  l)ill  to  increase  the  army,  -«   320,321 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  take  temporary  mil- 
itary possession  of  Yucatan,  -         -     765 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 
uovernment  in  Oregon,-       -         988,992,993 
Milikin,  John,  and  others,  to  secure  certain 
ritrhis  to  preemption  in  the  Stateof  Lou- 
Lsiana,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    -         -         -     230 
Minesoia,  bill  to  establish  the  Territory  of,     136, 

656,  772,  1052 
Mint  ofthe  United  Slates,  bill  to  establish  a 

branch  of  the,  at  New  York,  13,  21,  540, 

617,921,936 
Mississippi,  proposition  granting  the   riijht 
of  way  and  donation  of  public  land  to, 
to  make  a  railroad  from  Jackson  to  the 

Alabama  line, 1038 

memorial  and  resolution  from  the  Leffi-^- 
lature  of,       -         -        .        -      526,  539,  656 
Missouii,  bill   granting  to  the  State  of,  the 
riiThl  of  way  and  a  donation  of  public 
lands,  for  making  a  railroad  connecting 
the  town  of  St.  Joseph's,  on  the  Mis- 
souri river,  to  the  town  of  Hannibal,  on 
Ihe  Mississippi  river,    -         -    728,  853,  1051 
an   act  to  authorize  the  citizens  of  Ozark 
county,   Missouri,  to  enter  less   tlian    a 
(|uarier  seciion  of  land  for  the  seat  of 
jusiice  in  said  county,  -        -         -         -     737 
(See  Trophies.) 
Mitchell,  George  V.,  bill  for  relief  of,  438,  467,  872 
Miirhell,  J.din,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -      772,785 
Money  received  from  customs.  (See  Customs.) 
Moriiiment  to  George  Washington,  joint  rrs- 
oluiion  authorizing  the  erection,  on  the 
public  grounds  in  the  city  of  Washin'j:- 
lon,  ofa,       -        -        .        -22,26,121,230 
the  laying  of  the  corner  stone,  -        -     875,  893 


Monnments  to  the  memory  of  members  of 
Congress,  resolution  concerning  the  pre- 
servation of, 214,264 

Moore,  James,  concerning  per  diem  and  extra 

pay  to,-        -         -        -467,665,1068,1085 
Moore,  Jonathan,  ofthe  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, bill  for  the  relief  of,       -     467.526,1011 
Moore,  John  M.,  bill  to  comp-ensate,     22.  52,  74, 

171.337 
Moor,  Wyman  B.  S.,  of  Maine,  132,  526,  536,  571, 
694,  722,  744,  777 
resolutions  by,  .        -         -         -     526,530 

Morgan,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  -  728 
Morrison,  John,  bill  ^ranting  a  pension  to,  -  623 
Morton,  Seth,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  -  722 
Moulon,  Jacques,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 

representatives  of,  -         .         -      157, 388 

Mount  Vernon,  petition  praying  the  Govern- 
ment to  purchase,         456,  722,  765,  834,  916 
Munroe,  Elizabeth,  bill  granting  a   pension 

to, 727,  1052 

Myerle,  David,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  508,  625,  676, 
727,  793,  871,  887 
N. 
National   Medical   College  of  Washington, 

petition  of,    -----         -     676 

Naturalization,  bill  to  extend  the  benefits  of 
the  act  en  tilled  "An  act  lo  establish  a  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization,  and  to  repeal 
the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  the  sub- 
ject," to  the  wives  and  children  of  citi- 
zens,    -        -        -        -        -    827,  834,  844 

Naval    Affairs,   proposition   to   increase   the 

Committee  on,       -----       19 

election  of  the  Committee  on,  -        -  19,21 

bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on.  59.  67,  75, 
137, 157, 182, 261,  271, 299,  .508,  526,  625,  642, 
727, 728,  744, 783, 792, 793, 840,997, 1038, 1059 
resolutions  of  instruction   to  the  Commit- 
tee on,  -        -        446,  476,  520,  540,  737,  792 
Committee  on,  discharged  from  subjects,  -  '728, 
783,  792,  797,  1073 
Naval  establishment  ofthe  United  Stales,  bill 
to  authorize  the  President  to  increase  the, 
by  adding  thereto  the  personnel  of  the 
late  Republic  of  Texas,        264,  879,  921,  922 
Naval   Pensions,   bill   renewing  certain,  for 
the  term   of  five   years,  and  extending 
the  benefits  of  existing  laws  respecting 
naval    pensions    to    engineers,    firemen, 
and  coalheavers  in  the  navy,  and  to  their 
widows,        -        -        -        -      728,  773,  997 

an  act  making  appropriation  for  the  pay- 
mpnt  of,  for  the  year  ending  30th  June, 
1849,     -        -        -        -        -         -         -     823 

Navy,  bill    to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the, 

by  esiablishinir  a  retired  list,  -      526,  765,  827 
bill   makinsr  appropriation  for  the  sup)iort 
ofthe,  872,  874,  903,  921,  947,  949,  954,  964, 
982,  1008, 1016 
bill  respecting  the  pay  department  ofthe,      744 
(See  Medical  Corps — Retired  List.) 
Navy  Department.     Calls  upon  the,  for  in- 
formation,    -----      765,954 

communications  from  the,         74,  214,  466,  529 
Nebraska,  bill  to  esiablish  the  Territory  of,     467 
Newcombe,  Francis  D.,  late  surveyor  gen- 
eral of  the  Stale  of  Louisiana,  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  ofthe  Treasury  to 
compromise  with  the  sureties  of,  -     942 

New  Hampshire,  resolutions  ofthe  Legisla- 
ture of,  -        -        -         -        -   51,52,  74 

Navy  Pension  fund,  bill  in  addition  to  the 
act  for  the  more  equitable  distribution  of 

the, 623,  792 

New  Jersey,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  397, 

423,  433,  558 
New  Mexico.     (See  Land  Claims.) 
New   iVIexico,   territorial  government  for. — 

(See  Oregon.) 
New  Orleans,  bill  to  provide  additional  quar- 
ters near,  for  United  States  soldiers,  or 
volunteers   returning    from  or  going  to 
the  seal  of  war  in  Mexico,     -         -     241,  328 
(See  Collection  District.) 
Newspapers  ordered  for  .'tenators,        -         -         1 

(See  Postage.) 

New  York,  resolulion.s  of  the  Legislature  of,      12, 

241,  .327,  461,  530,617,  737 

(Sec  .Mint — Juvenile  Deliiiquents.) 

Newton,  Cieorge,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -    327,  850 

Niles,  John   M.,  of  Connecticut,  1,  3,  13,  15,  20, 

26,27,  51,  67,  68,73,  170,  182,  196,214,  262, 

270, 27] ,  292, 301,  .309, 320, 322, 349,  350, 374, 


Niles,  John  M.,  of  Connecticut — 

397.  462,  508,  520,  526,530, 536, 581, 590,  6l7, 
622, 625,  648,  665,  685,  694,  699,  723,  727,  737, 
7.38,  745,  705,  772, 778,  783,  787,  792,  793, 798, 
817,  828,  834,  840,  844, 853,854,  858,  862,  870, 
873,  875,  883,  892,  893, 897,  898,905,  916,  922, 
936,  947,  949,  954,  965,  982,  1001,  1009, 1016, 
1025,  1029, 1038, 1039,  1043, 1044, 1048, 1051, 
1052,  1055, 1056, 1059,  1065,  I0G6, 1067,  1076 

resolutions  by,   21,  70,  374,  476,  4«3.  642,  777, 

787,  H36,  946 

announces  the  death  and  eulogizes  the  life 

of  Jaliez  W.  Huntington,  of  Connecticut,       15 

remarks  concerning  the  purchase  of  books 
for  Senators,  -----       22 

remarks  on  presenting  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislatureof  Connecticut  adverse  to  ihe 
introduction  of  slavery  into  new  terri- 
tories, -        -         -        .         -        -        -       51 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Dickin- 
son concerning  the  annexation  of  new 
territory  to  the  United  Stales,  and  touch- 
ing the  Mexican  war,    -         -         -         -       55 

pronounces  an  eulogy  upon  the  life  and 
character  ofthe  Hon.  John  Fairfield,  late 
Senator  from  Maine,      -         -         -         -       70 

remarks  concerning  a  pension  to  Charles 

Larabee, 208 

remarks  on  the  bill  extending  the  patent  of 
Jethro  Wood,       -         -         -         -         -     249 

remarks  on  presenting  a  petition  for  indem- 
nify for  Mexican  spoliations,         -         -     291 

remarks  concerning  the  Mexican  war,  on 
the  bill  to  increase  the  army,  -     328,  503 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  of  Colonel  McRae,    -         -         -     378 

remarks  concerning  ihe  franking  privilege,     380 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  a  minis- 
ter to  Rome,  -        ,        -        -        .     509 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  -         -         -     541 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  congratula- 
tion to  France,       -         -         -         -     581,591 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill,       -         -         -     804 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  rales  of 
postage,         .--.-.     862 

remarks  concerning  the  reports  of  the  de- 
bates,    936 

rernarks  concerning  the  establishment  ofa 
branch  mint  at  New  York,    -         -         -     937 

remarks  concerning  the  contract  for  build- 
ing mail  steamers,  ...         -     964 

remarks  concerning  Whitney's  railroad  to 
the  Pacific,    -     ^ 1011 

remarks  on  mileage,  .         -         .         -  1017 

remarks  on  the  bills  for  establishing  terri- 
torial government  in  Oregon,  811,  928,  988, 

1060,  1051 
Notarie.<?  Public,  bill  to  authorize  to  take  and 
certify  oaths,  affirmations,  and  acknowl- 
edgments in  certain  cases^    -      700,  744,  777 
Nourse,  Joseph,  deceased,  bill  to  authorize 

the  settlement  of  the  account  of,    -      136,  264 
Nye,  J.  W.,  assignee  of  Peier  Bargy  ai'il 

Hugh  Stewart,  bill  for  the  relief  of,   379,  850 

0. 
Oaths,  official,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 

bill  concerning  the  taking  of,  -         -     874 

Obituary,  15,  56,  68,  70,  73,  77,  223,  388,  503,  582 
Ohio,  resolutions  of  Legislature  of,    121,  639,  808 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  Railroad  Company,  lull 
granting   the  right  of  way  through  the 
public  lands  in  Indianaand  Illinois  to  the,  1055 
Ordnance  Corps.     (See  Pensions.) 
Oregon,  memorial   from   the  Legislature  of 

the  Territory  of,   -        -        -        12,  792,  811 
(See  Surveyor  General.) 

bills  to  establish  territorial  government  in,    136, 
309,  656,  804,  818,  862,  870,  875,  883,  891, 
898,  902,  932, 1031, 1043, 1048,  1056.  1059, 
1074,  1077,  1078 
bills  for  the  organization  of  territorial  gov- 
ernments   in    Oregon,    California,   and 
New  Mexico,      950,  953,  965,  987,  997,  999, 
1002,  1010,  1016 
remarks  on  the  bills  to  establish  territorial 
governments  in  Oregon,  California,  and 
New  Mexico,  (in  which  the  subject  of 
slavery  was  discussed,)  by — 
Mr.  Badger,  -        -        -    811,  818,  1001 

Mr.  Baldwin,        -        -         -    818,988,1002 

Mr.  Bell, 1074 

Mr.  Benton,  -        -        .        - 1074, 1075 

Mr.  Berrien,  -   879,  928,  992,  1061,  1074 
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Oregon,  &.c.,  remarks  on,  by — 

Mr.  BriKlit,  -  -  -  -  875,928,992 
Mr.  Builer,  811.  928,  997,  1001,  lOfiO,  1075, 
Mr.  Calhoun,  875,  928,  953,  988,  1060,  1074, 

1084 

Mr.  Clarke, 992,  1002 

Mr.  Clayton,       927,  928,  950,  953.  987,  988, 
1000.  1001,  1031 
Mr.  Corwin,  -        -        -    988,  993,  1000 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  -  -  909 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,     -        -        -     927 

Mr.  Dix, 873 

Mr.  Douglas,        -        -        -        -1060,1061 

Mr.  Downs, 812,  1061 

Mr.  Fiizoerald, 993 

Mr.  Foote,  810,  992,  998,  1061,  1084,  1085 
Mr.  Hale,     -        -        -    810,  988,  989,  1060 

Mr.  Hamlin, 989 

Mr.  Hannegan,  -  -  804,  805,  1000,  1016 
Mr.  Houston,       -        -         -         -1075,1085 

Mr.  Hunter, 92] 

Mr.  .Johnson,  of  Md.,  -  871,  917,  1000,  1061 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Georgia,  -  -906,1076 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  -    -    -  1061 

Mr.  King, 1084 

Mr.  Maiigum,       -         -        -        -1000,1060 

Mr.  Mason, 902,  1048 

Mr.  Metcalfe,  ^  -  -  -  -  ]061 
Mr.  Miller,  -  -  -  -  988,  992,  993 
Mr.  Niles,  -  -  811,  928,  988,  1060,  1061 
Mr.  Phelps,  -        -     883,  953,  988,  994,  1031 

Mr.  Rusk, 1084 

Mr.  Turney,  -  -  -  -1075,1083 
Mr.  Underwood,  -        -        -    818,997,1060 

Mr.  Unham, 1000 

Mr.  Webster,  -  -  1060,  1061,  1077 
Mr.  Westcott,       -       805,  811,  928,  988,  998 

Mr.  Yulee, 1074,  1076 

special  committee  on  the  subject,  and  their 
report, 9.32,  946,  950 

Owen,  Thomas  G.  V.,  deceased,  bill  for  the 

relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of,  744,  1017, 

Ozark  county.     (See  Missouri.) 


Paddy,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -        -     753 
Palmer,  M.,  authorized   to   make  his  state- 
ment of  the  commerce  of  Siberia  more 
complete,       -         .         -        -      540,  549,  571 
Palmetto,  the  American  brig,  bill  to  authorize 

the  issuing  of  a  register  to,   -        -        -    598 
Papal  Slates.     (See  Rome.) 

Parker,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -     879 
Parker,  Commodore  Foxall  A.,  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  navy,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  67,  110, 

467,  623 
Parmenter,  Welcome,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     785 
Pas.'^engers  in  merchant  vessels,  bill  exempt- 
insj  vessels  employed   by  the  American 
Colonization  Society  in  transporting  col- 
ored emigrants  from  the  United  States  to 
the  coast  of  Africa  from  the  provisions 
of  the  acts  of  1847  regulating  the  car- 
riage of,    ,     -         -         -        -        -      110,  171 
Passenger  vessels,  bill  providing  for  the  ven- 
tilation of,  and  for  other  jiurposes,     694,  770 
Patent  Office,  bill  to  provide  additional  e.Kam- 

iners  in,  and  for  other  purposes,  467,  508,  783 
appropriation  for  the  purchase  of  a  library 
and   providing  salary  for  librarian   for,  1025 
Patent  ris^-his,  an  act  to  provide  for  applica- 
tions for  the  renewal  of,  in  certain  cases,  1064 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office,  Committee  on, 

the  election,  &c.,  of  the,  -  19,  21,  209 
resolutions  of  instruction  to  the,  -  -  63 
dischaiged  from  the  consideration  of  sub- 

jecls, 737,  1064 

bills  reported  from  the,  74,  230,  248,  508,  526, 
640,  763,  1064 
reports  from,    -.-..-    378 
(See  Clerks.) 
Patents,  in  a  certain  class  of  cases,  bill  for 

the  issuing  of,        -        -         -         -      136,  874 
clerk  to  sign.     (See  General  Land  Office.) 
Pay  def>artment  of  the  navy.     (See  Mivy.) 
Pay  department  of  the  army.     (See  Jinny.) 
Pay,  extra,  to  the  employes,  clerks,  pages, 
and  messengers,  about  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber,      -        -        -        -        1056,  1065,  1085 
Pay,  extra,  to  the  volunteers.     (See  Jirmii.) 
Pearcp,  James  A.,  of  Maryland,  1,  3,  21.  164,  177, 
214,  264,  431 .  582,  590,  633,  636,  665,  684,  694, 
699,  700,  782,  822,  854v  857.  931,  982,  1044, 
1056,  1066,  1073,  1085 


-    823 
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Pearce,  James  A.,  of  Maryland — 

resolutions  by,  ...         15,  54,  906 

remarks  concerning  the  Mexican  war,  on 

the  l)ill  to  increase  the  army,  171,  174,  177,  236 
remarks  on    the   bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

widow  of  Colonel  McRae,     -         -     147,  378 
remarks  on  the  payment  of  interest  on  ad- 
vances by  Alal)ama,      -        -        -         -    700 

remarks  concerning  the  contract  for  carry- 
ing the  southern  mail,  -         -        -      854,  855 
Penrod,  David,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -         -     604 
Pennsylvania,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 

of,         -         -        -        -         -        -     319.  466 

Pensions,  Committee  on,  election  of  the,       19,  21 
resolutions  of  instruction  to  the,       -       67,  997 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  sub- 
jects, 74,  126,  157,  378,  625,  823,  840,  1047, 
1051,  1055,  1059,  1073,  1086 
bills  reported  from,  74,  136,  157,  170,  196,  299, 
337,361,374,  467, 483, 508,  526,  590,  622,  623, 
625, 722, 744,  753,  823,  827,  S40,  862,  879, 927, 
999,  1008,  1028.  1038    1043,  1047,  1059 
reports  from,  157,  209,  36-1,  397,  625,  777,  872, 
879,  953,  954,  987,  1008,  1016,  1047 
joint  resolution  relative  to  evidence  in  ap- 
plications for  pensions,  .         -         .         - 
to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  such  as  may 
die  in  service,  memorial  of  the  officers 
of  the   army   now  serving  in   Mexico, 
praying  that  pensions  may  be  granted, 
bill  amending  the  act  granting  half  pay  to 
widows  or  or|)hans,  where  their  husbands 
or  fathers  have  died  of  wounds  received 
in   the    military   service   of  the   United 
States,  in  cases  of  deceased  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  militia   and   volunteers, 
passed  July  4,  1836,       -      136,  30 1 ,  309,  949 
bill  continuing  the  pensions  of  ceiiam  wid- 
ows,     -        -        -        -    63,  67,  74,  111,  170 

bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  widows  of  offi- 
cers of  the  revolutionary  war,       -    999,  1008 
bill   making  further  provisions  for  suivi- 
ving  widows  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Rev- 
olution,   110,  264 

bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of 
the  brig  of  war  Somers,         -      261,  785,  947 
bill  to  revive  a  portion  of  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  widows  of  deceased  soldiers,      -  1043 
bill    granting    pensions    to    the   ordnance 
corps,   ------- 

bill  making  appropriation  for  the  payment 

of  revolutionary  and  other  pensions  of 

the  United  States,  for  the  year  endin? 

30th  June   1849,     -        -        -    777,  839,  862 

(See  JSI'cwy  Pension  Fund — J^aval  Pensions.) 

Percival,  John,  a  captain  in  the  navy  of  the 

United  States,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
Perkins,  Benjamin  G."^bill  for  the  relief  of,  - 
Perry,  Jean   F.,  Josiah   Bleakley,  Nicholas 
Jarrot,  and  Robert  Morrison,  bill  for  the 
relief  of,         -         -         -        -         -      361,850 

Perry,  Reuben,  and  Thomas  P.  Ligon,  bill 

for  the  relief  of,     -        -         -         -      467, 549 

Perry,  Joseph,  a  Choctaw  Indian,  bill  for  the 

relief  of,  or  his  assijjns,  -        -   853, 1056 

Perry,  Gideon  A.,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,    -     823 
Petit,  Elijah,  and  Hannah  his  wife,  heirs  of 
John  Beardon,  deceased,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of,  -        -         -         -        -        -         -    299 

Petty,  Elijah,  and  Hannah  his  wife,  heirs  of 

John  Beardon,  deceased, 

Peyton,  Balie,  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approbation  of 

the  Attorney  General,  to  purchase  the 

interestof,in  the  tract  of  lanii  upon  which 

the  light-house  stands  at  the  southwest 

pass  of  the  Mississippi, 

Phelps,  Samuel  S.,  of  Vermont,       1,  26,  74,  249, 

257,  263, 264, 284, 301 ,  403, 527,  536, 541 ,  567, 

.571,582,  592,  640,  685,  694,  722,  727,  8.58,  880, 

887,  902,  903,  949,  982,  1044,  1077 

resolutions  by,  "        "        "        "    .  250,  906 

remarks  on  the  army  bill.  (See  Appendix.) 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  -         -        -        -    549 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Supreme 

Curt, -        -    597 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  ascertaining  and 

paying  the  Califcirnia  claims,  -         -     631 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill,    1029 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  Mex- 
ican claims,  ----.-   1067 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,  883,953,988, 994, 1031 
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Philadelphia,  frigate,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

captors  of  the,  .....  1059 
Pike,  Mary,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,  -  .  823 
Pilots,  bill  to  repeal  the  act  of  Mar'h  2,  1837, 

entitled  "An  act  concerning,"      59,  110,  388, 
C23,  625,  884 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,        -      626,627 
Mr.  Dix,      ...        -      625,  627, 884 
Pistole,  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Charles  Pistole, 

bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  -  -  157,636 
Pittman,  William,  bill  granting  a  pension  to,    582, 

753, 1008,  1073 
Poindexler,  George,  bill  for  the  relit  f  of,  -  879 
Porterfield,  James,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

legal  representatives  of,  ...     §53 

Port  of  delivery,  bill  to  make  Ship  Island,  in 
the  collection  district  of  Pearl  River,  a, 
and   to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a 
deputy  collector  of  said  port,         -         .     593 
Port  of  entry,  bill  to  make  Bangor  a,  for  ships 
or  vessels  coming  fiom  and  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,     -        -         -      882,9.32 
Postage  on  news[)apers,  concerning:,    -      12,  1059 
bills  to  regulate  the,   862,  936,  1059,  1065,  1068 
Postal  arrangements  with  Europe,  call  con- 
cerning,        .-..-.     476 
Postmasters,  bill  to  amend   the  act  to  reduce 
the  rates  of  postage,  to  limit  the  use  and 
correct  the  abuse  of  the  fj'ankini;  privi- 
lege, and  for  the  prevention  of  fraud  on 
the  revenne  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, passed  3d  March,  1845,    271,  378,  765, 

1059 
Postmaster  General,  proposition  to  increase 

the  salary  of  assistants,  ...  1025 

Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  Committee  on, 

the  election  of  the,         -        .        .  19,21 

bills  reported  from  the,     67,  147,  170,  182,  214, 

264, 27 J ,  284,  397, 438, 462, 590,  622,  625, 648, 

665,  694,  737,  772,  783, 787, 81 7, 822, 844, 853, 

862,  870,  873,  916,  936,  1052,  1055 

instructions  to  the,       171,  182,  242,  309,  379, 

526,  727,  737,  753,  884,  949 

discharged  from  subjects,      ...     999 

Post     Office     Department,     communication 

from  the,       .--...     ]21 
bill  making  appropriation  for  the  service 

of  the, 839,876 

calls  upon  the, 78,309 

Post  routes,  bill  to  establish  certain,     1052,  1056, 
1059,  1065,  1066,  1068,  1073 
Potomac  river.     (See  Eastern  Branch.) 
Powers  of  the  Federal  Government.     (See 

Internal  Improvenitnls. ) 
Preemption  claims,  bill  to  facilitate  the  entry 

of,         -         -         -         -        .        .      931,997 
Preemption  claimants.     An  act  for  the  relief 
of  those  preemption  claimants  on  the  Mi- 
ami lands,  in  Indiana,  who,  by  their  .ser- 
vices in   the  Mexican  war,  are  entitled 

to  bounty  land, 1017 

Preemption  land  claims.     An  act  providing 
for  the  adjustment  of  all  tlje  s>ispended, 
in   the  several   States   and    Territories, 
approved  August  3,  1840,      -         -        -     892 
Preemption  system,  bill   to  esiabli.sh  a  per- 
manent general,  in  favor  of  actual  Sfitlers 
upon  the  public  lands,  -  13,  74,  136,  301 

(See  Public  Lands.) 
Prentiss,  Wm.  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    270,  785 
President  of  the  United  States,  committee  to 

wait  on  the,  ------         3 

proposition  to  print  his  annual  message,  -  4, 13 

refer  it, 22 

calls  upon  the,  by  resolnlinn,  85,  146,  171,  182, 

196, 197, 209,  214,  230, 231, 264,  284,  292, 309, 

320,  321,  377, 384, 387,  397, 403,  4.53,  476,  483, 

526, 530,  549,  558,  665,  676,  699,  727,  728,  738. 

763,  798,  804,  946,  949,  992,  1038,  1047 

communications  from  the,  49,  67.  270,  293,  363, 

402,  423,  526,  593,  604,  632,  744,  769,  785,  926 

message  concerning  the  duties  levied  in 

Mexico, 339 

his  communication  announcing  the  success- 
ful revolution  in  France,  accompanied 
by  a  despatch  from  the  American  min- 
ister in  France,  ....  -  579 
message  concerning  the  affairs  in  Yuca- 
tan,               -         -     712 

message  in  respon.se  to  the  resolution  call- 
ing for  information  toudi ins  a  rumored 
movement  to  segregate  the  Mexican  Re- 
public,   1050 
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744, 


1050 
1043 


President  of  the  United  States — 

resolution  calling  upon  the,  for  the  reasons 
why  the  appointments  of  certain  officers 
in  the  military  service  have  not  been  laid 
before  the  Senate,  and  debale  thereon, 

753,  761,  783 
message  communicating  the  decree  of  the 
National  Assembly  of  France,  respon 
sive  to  the  congratulatory  resolutions, 
Prevost,  S.,  proposed  compensation  to, 
Price,    Brigadier  General.     (See    Tlianks  of 

Congress.) 
Printing,  Committee  on,  the  election  of  the, 

&c\,     -        -       19,  21,  77,  78,  209,  722,  1056 
instructions  to  the,  1 10,  209,  250,  262,  604,  1024 
reports  from  the,     121,  170,  320,  327,  337,  549, 

1059 
to  sit  durino;  the  recess,     -         -        -        -  1086 

of  Dr.  Wislizenus's  tour  throueh  Mexico, 

resolution  providing  for,  85,  147,170,520,529 
resolution  of  inquiry  concerning  the  delay 
in  the,  -         -         -         -         ...     676 

ordered,   -------     699 

action  concerning  the  public,     -      209,  262,  765 
proposition    to   allow   the,    to    employ   a 

clerk, 2.30,261 

proposition   to  repeal  the  joint  resolution 

authorizing  the,  to  be  done  by  contract,     623 

extra,   ordered    and  proposed,  423,    446,    483, 

520,  642,  822,  827,  840,  844,  883,  884,  892, 

906,  954,  1073 

Printing  office,  national,  petition  of  printers 

of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  a,  -  -  434 
Private  bills,  resolution  concerning,  -  -  902 
Private  Land  Cairns,  the  Committee  oji,  the 

election,  &c.,  of  the,      -         -  19,21,209 

bills  reported  from  the,  136,  137,  157,  249,  270, 
361,  4.38,  508,  540,  567,  604,  617,  623,  873, 
682,  892,  916,  927,  997, 1008, 1043, 1047,  10.55 
reports  from,  discharged  from  the  consid- 
eration of  subjects,      -    157,  387,  1030,  1051 
Privileges.     (See  Vessels.) 
Provident    Association    of    Clerks,  bill    to 

amend  the  charter  of  the,  -  -  -  196 
Public  Buildings,  Committee  on,  the  election 

of  the, 19,21 

instructions  to  the,    -----     827 
resolutions  from,       -----  1055 
Public  lands,  bill  to  graduate  and  reduce  the 

price  of  the,  -        -  13,  21,  284,  462,  648 

(See  Illinois — Bounty  Lands — Internal  Im- 
provements — Alabama — Preemption  Sys- 
tem —  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  Canal  — 
Reserved  Lands — Jlrkansas — Michigan — 
Jilissoim.) 
bill  to  repeal  a  part  of  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  to  trrant 
preiimption  rights,"  -  -  284,  665,  777 
bill  in  explanation  of  the  act  to  apportion 
the  proceeds  of,  and  to  grant  preemption 

rights, 817,  828 

bill  to  authorize  the  relinquishment  of  the 
Ifith  sections  in  certain  cases,  and  the 
selection  of  other  lands  in  lieu  there- 
of,          320,  387 

bill  relating  to  the, 467 

bill  to  discourage  speculation  in  the  public 

lands,  and  to  open  the  public  lands  for 

the  use  of  actual  settlers,        -         -         - 

bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to 

amend  an  act  for  the  correction  of  errors 

in  rnakms  entries  in  the  land  offices,"  - 

committee  on,  the  election  of  the,     -  19,  21,  722 

bills  reported  from  the,  74,  75,  78,  136,  137, 182, 

230,  241,  270,  284,  309,  363,  387,  403,  508, 

590,  604,  617,  622,  625,  640,  642,  727,  737, 

817,  822,  823,  844,  853,  873,  879,  892,  916, 

927,  954,  964,997,  1010,  1016,  10.55,  1073 

resolutions  of  instruction   to  the,  76,  261,  284. 

526 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  sub- 
jects,     136,  270,  640 

reports,    -------    94G 

Public  steamers,  bill  respecting  the  employ- 
ment, by  the  Fosimasler  General,  of 
pul)lic  steamers  to  carry  the  mail  along 
the  coMKtH  of  the  United  Stales,  -  884,983 
Perkis,  Robert,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  13,59,  777 
Pursers,  a.^ai.siant,  bill  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of,  in  the  navy,     67,  110,  122,  137 
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Quarters  for  soldiers. 


a. 

(Ses  Jt'ew  Orleans.) 


Quackenboss,  Mangle  M.,and  others,  sure- 
ties for  Samuel  Swartwout,  bill  for  the 
relief  of,       -        -        -         -        -13,21,292 

Q,uinn,  Edward,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -         -     625 

R. 

Railroad  to  the  Pacific,  Whitney's,  concern- 
ing,      - 182,  423 

joint  resolution  providing  for  a  survey  and 
exploration  of  one  or  more  routes  for  a 
railroad  from  the  Mississippi  river,  be- 
low the  falls  of  St.  Anthony,  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  under   the   Secretary  of 

War, -     873 

to  coiniect  the  upper  and  lower  Mississippi 
■with  the  chain  of  the   northern  lakes, 
(See  Illinois.) 
bills  to  set  apart  and  sell  to  Asa  Whitney, 
of  New  York,  a  portion  of  the  public 
lands,  to  enable  him  to  construct  a  rail- 
road from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean,-         -         -        -875,903,1011,1051 
(See  Central  Railroad  and  Banking  Compa- 
ny of  Georgia — IVcst  Feliciana  Railroad — 
JJissouri — Iowa — Red  River  Railroad  Com- 
pany.) 
Ralston,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      617,  834 
Ramsey,  Robert,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -        -     840 

Ramsay, ,  pay  allowed  to,    -         -         -  1065 

Red  river,  in  Louisiana,  bill  and  other  prop- 
osition to  provide  for  the  survey  of  the 
mouth  of,   -       110,  122,  363,  874,  897,  1038 
Red   River  Railroad  Company,  bill  for  the 

relief  of  the,  -         -        -     467,892,1051 

Reed,  Calvin,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -        -     744 
Reeder,  Charles,  and   Walter  R.   Johnson, 
and  the  legal  representatives  of  Thomas 
P.  Jones,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -        -'722 
Reefsnyder,  Benjamin,  an   act  for  relief  of^    753 
Registers  to  vessels.    (See  Sarah  and  Eliza — 
Canton — Robert  Heni~y —  Williamet — Pal- 
metto— Incarnacion — Tridenle and  Cetro.) 
Renner,  Mary  B.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -     858 
Reports  of  the  Senate  proceedings,  letter  from 

Dr.  Houston  concerning  the,  -         -     135 

resolution  and  remarks  concerning  the  con- 
tract for  making  the,     -        -        -      936,946 
plan  for  printing  and  publishinsj  the,&c.,  1025, 
1047,  1051,  1065 
Reporters,  concerning  desks  for,  -78,  86,  182 

Reservations,  bill  to  authorize  persons  to 
whom,  have  been  made  under  certain 
Indian  treaties,  to  alienate  the  same  in 

fee, 13,  52,  147,  337 

public,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  bill  to 
authorize  the  sale  of  reservation   num- 
bered 13,  and  for  other  purposes,  -         -    349 
(See  Indian  Reservation.) 
Reserved  lands,  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of, 

and  for  other  purposes,  -     604,  622,  1056 

Restaurador,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners 

of  theSfianish  brig,       -        -        -        -    840 
Resolutions  by — 

Mr.  Atherton, 13 

Mr.  Allen,  13,69,384,387,  403,549,567,  982 
Mr.  Atchison,  26,  526,  5.30,  797,  798,  844 
Mr.  Ashley,^     .     -52,59,209,262,284,526 

Mr.  Borland, 723 

Mr.  Breese,  59,63,  76,  77,  242,  284,  377,  438, 

530,  5.58,  997,  1008 

Mr.  Baldwin,  67, 146, 171,  196,  231,  299, 309, 

320,  377,  387 

Mr.  Badger,  78,  327,  337,  379,  623,  633,  676, 

684,  694,  744,  840,  844,  946,  949,  1065 

Mr.  Bagby,    78,  196,  241,  261,  320,  .380,  765 

Mr.  Benton,  85,  147,  284,  292,  309,-397,  403, 

466,  520,  694,  822,  844,  873,  927,  1073 

Mr.  Butler, -       95 

Mr.  Berrien,  -         -        -      182,214,230 

Mr.  Bradbury,  -  -  -  -  997,  1010 
Mr.  Bell,       -         -     665,684,787,949,1051 

Mr.  Bright, 785 

Mr.  Clarke,  -  -  -  476,  483,  665,  766 
Mr.  Calhoun,         -         -         -  26,-53,727 

Mr.  Cameron,  1,  22,  182,  230,  261,  549,  1059 
Mr.  Cass,  -  -  4,  76,  95,  182,  196,  374 
Mr.  Clayton,         -         -         -         78,110,694 

Mr.  nix, 361,  804 

Mr.  Douglass, 765 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mass.,  27,  540,  .567,  737,  765 
Mr.  Downs,  26,  209,  261,  461,  625,  817,  853, 

902,  1065 
Mr.  Dickinson,  21,  27,  54,  157,  214,  262,  932, 

982 


Resolutions  by — 

Mr.  Dayton,  59,  146,  171,  182,  765,  818,  850, 

954 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  434,  446,540,617, 

809,  949,  954.  1051 

Mr.  Hale,   699,  723,  728,  817,  906,  954,  999, 

1008 
Mr.  Hannegan,    136,  214,  723,  765,  769,  927, 

954 

Mr.  Hunter,        -        85,  230,  625,  844,  1055 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,   19.  21,  85,171, 

264,  309,  337,  341,  361,  476,  503,  699,  737, 

753,  834,  884,  1064 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  67,  78,  361,  699, 

728,  738,  744,  753,  754,  763,  765,  770,  783, 

853,  872,  906,  992,  1047 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Georgia,     -        -        -     737 

Mr.  King, 4073 

Mr.  Felch, 1008  1065 

Mr.  Foote, 798,  909 

Mr.  Green, 1024 

Mr.  Lewis,  -        -        -        -        -1010,  1031 

Mr.  Mangum,19,  171,182,197,209,214,320, 

844,  862,  1085 

Mr.  Mason,  122,  147,  804,  862,  9U6,  949 

Mr.  Miller, 264,  284 

Mr.  Moor, 526,  .5.30 

Mr.  Niles,  21, 27,  70,  264,  374,  476,  483,  642, 

773,  787,  936,  946 

Mr.  Pearce,  -        -        -  15,  54,  906 

Mr.  Phelps, 250,906 

Mr.  Rusk,    -         -        -       301,309,549,604 
Mr.  Sevier,  -        -        -        -        -    3,  19,  76 

Mr.  Sturgeon,        -----     727 

Mr.  Turney,  -         .         .        -     309.  549 

Mr.  Underwood,  -         -        -        -     753,  964 

Mr.  Walker,         -----    954 

Mr.  Westcott,  63,  230,  337,  423,  483,  526,549, 

571,  648,  873,  1056,  1065 

Mr.  Webster,       -         -         -         -         -     793 

Mr.  Yulee,  196,  362,  520,  540,  558,  737,  744, 
892,  884,  1085 
Retired  list,   bill    to    pronTote  the  efficiency 

of  the  military  and  naval  establishment,  1030 
(See  ,/lrmy.) 
Retrenchment,  Committee  on,  election  of,     19,  21 
Retrocession.     (See  .llexandria.) 
Revenue  cutters,  proposition  to  build  six,    -  1038 
Revenue,  public.   (See  Treasury  of  the  United 

States.) 
Revenue  collected  in  Mexico,  resolution  con- 
cerning,        ------     377 

Revenues  from  customs,  bill  requiring  all 
moneys  receivable  from  customs,  and 
from  all  other  sources,  to  be  paid  imme- 
diately into  the  treasury,  without  abate- 
ment or  deduction,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,    483,  1047 

Revolutionary  Claims,  Committee  on,  elec- 
tion of  the, 19,  21 

bills  and   resolutions  reported   from   the,    110, 
327,  862,  1010 
reports  from  the,  230,  271,  337,  582,  590,  593, 
622,  676,  1008 
Revolutionary  claims,  bill  to  provide  for  the 
unpaid  claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the   Virginia   State  and  Continental 
lines  of  the  revolutionary  army,    -         -     462 
Reynolds,  Richard,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  722,  1080 
Rhodes,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  67,  96,  110 
Rhode  Island,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 

of,  -  -  -  -  15, 264,  402, 822 
Richards,  Elisha  F.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  927 
Richardson,  Robert  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  873 
Richmond,  Charles,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  387,  872 
Ridgely,  Charles  G.,  bill  directing  the  mode 

of  settling  the  clnims  of,         .         -         -     622 
Riddle,  Hugh,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,  -        -     840 
Right  of  way  through  the  public  lands.     (See 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  Railroad  Company.) 
Riots.     (See  District  of  Columbia.) 
Ritchie  &  Heiss,  resolution  renewing  to  them 

the  right  of  privileged  seals,  -         -      122,  147 
Rivers.    (See  Savannah — Red — Cumberland.) 
Roads  and   Canals,  Committee  on,  election 

of  the, 19,  21 

bills  rejiortetj  from  the,      -         -    593,  884,  10.59 
Robinson,  Daniel,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     309 

Robert  Henry,  bill   to  authorize  the  issuing 

of  a  register  to  the  schooner,         -         -     327 
Roberts,  Eliza  S.,  an  not  for  the  relief  of,     -  1028 
Rogers,  John  B.,  bill  for  (he  relief  of,  -         -     916 
Rome,  the  appropriation  for  a  charge  or  min- 
ister 10,         •        •         -       462. 476, 509, 520 
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Rogers,  R.  C,  passed  midshipman,  petition 
of,  asking  remuneration  for  losses  in 
Mexico,  and  remarks  thereon,       -        -     340 

bill  for  the  relief  of, 642 

Rule,  the  40th,  proposition  to  abolish.     (See 

Senate.) 

additional,         -        -         -        -964,1008,1085 

joint  propositions  to  suspend,    1073,  1080,  1084 

Rusk,  Thomas  S.,  of  Texas,  1,  26,  51,  77,  85,  110, 

122, 136, 147, 170, 174, 175, 182, 209,  230,264, 

284, 338, 362,  367, 368,  487, 388,  402, 403,  431, 

535, 536,  540, 549, 582,  604,  632, 623, 639,  640, 

642,  670,  809,  811,834, 835, 840,844,854, 858, 

876, 879,  882, 890,  899,  903, 906,907, 916, 917, 

921,  922,  927,  949,  983,  999, 1025, 1028, 1073, 

1076,  1083 
resolutions  by,  -        -      301,309,549,604 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  army, 

concerning  the  IVTexican  war,         -        -    374 
remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  -        -        -        -     534 
remarks  on   the  bill  for  ascertaining  and 
paying  the  California  claims,  concerning 
the  designs  of  England  in  California,  628,  630, 
677,  696,  698,  706 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,  -        .        -  1084 

Russell,  Esther,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -      467,  590 

S. 

Saginaw  Indians,  bill  to  provide  for  the  sale 

of  lands  purchased  from  the,  -        -    593 

Salary.     (See  Judges.) 

Saline  reservations,  bill  confirming  former 
sales,  by  the  State  of  Illinois,  of  the  Ohio 
saline  reservations,  and  authorizing  the 
sale  of  residue  of  such  reservations,    137,  309 

Sanger,  L.  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,   -  -        -     783 

Sarah  and  Eliza,  the  barque,  bill  to  grant  a 

register  to, 171,  233 

Savage,  .John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -        -     733 

Savannah  river,  bill  making  appropriation  for 

removing  obstructions  in  the,       .85,  110,  301 
appropriation  for,     -        -        -        -  1029,  1031 

Scantland,  Major  J.  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    1038 

School  lands.     (See  Florida — Jlrkansas — Illi- 
nois— Indiana. ) 
bill  to  authorize  the  relinquishment  of  the 
16th  section,  in  certain  cases,  and  the  se- 
lection of  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof,     -     777 

Scott,  General,  his  plan  for  prosecution  of 
the  war,  call  concerning.     (See  Mexico.) 
call  upon  the  President  concerning  the  in- 
structions to,         -        -        .        -        .    209 
concerning  his  .suspension  from  command,     242 
resolutions  of  thanks  to,  -       320,  341,  350,  363 

Scott,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  for  ser- 
vices connected  with  the  duties  of  his 
office  as  register  of  the  land  office  at 
Chilicothe,    -----     640,  874 

.Scott,  Almedeus,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -        -    858 

Seamen  navigating  waters  in  public  and  pri- 
vate vessels  of  the  United  States,  &c., 
bill  to  amend  the  act  regulating,      13,  21,  854 

Seat  of  Government,  petition  from  Cincinnati 

for  the  removal  of  the,  -         -        -        -     333 

Seats,  privileged,  to  certain  officers  of  the 
Government,   resolution    proposing  to 

allow, 21,  27 

of  Senators,  concerning  the,      -        -     853,870 

Sebastian,  William  K.,  of  Arkansas,  804,  834,  841, 
844,  862,  902,  903,  916,  917,  827,  932,  1008, 

1030,  1043 

Secret  sessions.     (See  Senate.) 

Secret  proceedings  of  Congress.  (See  Con- 
gress.) 

Secretary  of  the  Senate,  resolution  of  instruc- 
tions to,   22,  320,  .337,  466,  520,  617,  623,  625, 
633,  694, 699,  728,  765,  804,  822, 827,  954 
reports  from  the,       -        -        .        .      135, 529 
extra  pay  to, 1085 

Senate,  quorum  thereof,       -        -        .        .         i 
resolution  to  abolish  secret  sessions  of,    384,  403 

Senate  Chamber,  proposition  appropriating 

|8,770  to  ventilate,  &c.,        -        -        -  1055 

Senators,  newspapers  to,      -        -        -         -         1 

Settlers,  bona-fide,  under  the  act  for  the 
armed  occupation  of  Florida,  bill  for  the 
relief  of,         -         -        -      593,  642,  700,  7.53 

Sevier,  Ambrose  H.,  of  Arkansas,  1,  4,  13,  14,  21, 
22,  49,  52,  54,  63,  68,  74,  78,  81,  85,  86,  91, 
93,  96,  100,  no.  111,  121,  122,  147,  1.57,  164, 
170, 187, 197,  209,  217,  300,  311, 322, 327,328, 
349, 361,  378,379, 380,  383,  384, 387,  398, 403, 
410,  423,  431,  434,  438,  445,  446,  456 


Sevier,  Ambrose  H.,  of  Arkansas — 

resolutions  by,         -        -        -        -      3,  19,  76 

remarks  concerning  the  purchase  of  books 
for  Senators,        -         -        -        -        -  22,  23 

remarks  concerning  the  Mexican  war,  on 
the  bill  to  increase  the  army,  174,      235,  236, 

237,  302 
personal  explanation,  disclaiming  the  avow- 
al of  the  doctrine  of  right  to  acquire  by 
force  territory  to  which   there  was  no 
claim,   -------    271 

his  letter  of  resignation,    -        -        -         -     466 

Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  call  upon  the,  by 

resolution,     ------     182 

report  of  the,    -        -        -        -         -        -361 

Shaffer,  Peter,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -        -  1024 
Shaw,  David,  and  Solomon  T.  Corser,  joint 

resolution  in  favor  of,    -        -  22,  67,  96,  853 
Sheflet,  Nathaniel,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       *-    840 
Sheldon,  Thomas  C.,late  receiver  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys  at  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  bill 
for  the  relief  of,     -----     642 

Ship  Island.     (See  Port  of  Deliver y.) 
Shoemaker,  Captain  George,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  legal  representatives  of,  -    870 
Simmons,  Maurice  R.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     823 
Simonton,  John  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  738,  792 
Skinner,  John  S.,  the  petition  of,  concerning 
the  establishment  of  an  agricultural  in- 
stitution,       ------     617 

Skirving,  John,  pay  allowed  for  ventilating 

the  Senate,    ------     625 

Slacum,  William  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

personal  representatives  of,  -        -     737,  862 
Slicer,  the  Rev.  Henry,  elected  Chaplain,    -       19 
Slaughter,  W.  B.,  late  Secretary  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin,  bill  for  the  relief 
of,         -        -        -         85,111,157,850,874 
Slavery,  resolutions  of  the   Legislature   of 
Connecticut  against  the  extension  of,  and 
remarks  thereon  by  Mr.  Niles,      -        -       51 
petition  from  Virginia  for   the   abolition 
of,         -        -        -        -        -        -        -    445 

Mr.  Hale's  resolution  to  inhibit  it  in  any- 
new  territory  to  be  acquired  by  the  Uni- 
ted States, 160 

Mr.  Bagby's  resolution  touching  the  same 

subject,         -        242, 261,284,  361,617,  772 
Mr.  Bald  win's  resolution  inhibiting,  in  new 

territory,  &c.,       -        -        -        -     299,  387 
Mr.  Yulee's  and  Mr.  Dickinson's  resolu- 
tions touching  the  same  question,       362,  374 
Mr.  Hale's  proposition  to  prohibit  it,  in 

Oregon, 804,809 

(For   discussion  on  the  slavery  question, 
see  Oregon  bill.) 
Slavery  in  the  District  of  Colunibia,  bill  to 
abolish,         ------ 

Slaves,  fugitive,  concerning,  -  -  . 
bill  to  provide  for  the  more  effectual  exe- 
cution of  the  third  clause  of  the  second 
section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  concern- 
ing.       - 

Slyler,  Jonathan,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,     - 
Small  wood ,  James,  and  Martin  Latruite,  con- 
cerning pay,  -----  1085 

Smith,  E.  G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -   526,1011 
Smith,  David  N.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      337,  850 
Smith,  George  R.,  joint  resolution  for  the  re- 
lief of,  -        -        -        -        -        -     467,  737 

Smithsonian  Institution,  a  regent  appointed,       78 
joint  resolution  appointing  certain  regents 

of  the, 431 

the  report  of  the  regents  to  be  printed,  809,  906 
Snyder,  John,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  legal  heirs  of,  -        -        -      309,  378,  850 
Somers,  the  brig-of-war.    -(See  Pensions.) 
Sothoron,  James  F.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -    850 
South  Carolina,  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of, 121 

Spanish  steam  vessels,  bilV  concerning,         -    785 
Speiden,  William,  purser  in  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  joint  resolution  concern- 
ing the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of,     -     625 
Spoliations,  Mexican,  petition  for  indemnity 

for,  and  remarks  thereon,      -        -        -    391 
Spoliations,  French,  prior  to  1800,  concern- 
ing,        737 

■Spruance,  Presley,  of  Delaware,  -  1,327 

Stable  authorized  to  be  built  for  use  of  Con- 
gress horses,  -         .         .         -         .     844 
Stalker  &  Hill,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -      872,  887 
State  Department,  calls  upon  the,        -        -  1010 


872 
51 


722 

879 


827, 
1047 


State  Department — 

reports  from  the,       12,  121,  261,  539,  763, 

1015, 
bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  liquidate  cer- 
tain   claims   therein   mentioned,  passed 
18ih  April,  1814,  -        -        -        -     292,  636 
Statistics,  army,  -         -        -        .  86,  88,  242 

of  sugar  imported,  -----  785 
of  expenditure,  -  .  .  .  .  735 
of  hospital  money,  -         .         -         .     ggl 

(See  Jisia  and  Eastern  Africa.) 
Statistical  information,  the  proposed  collec- 
tion of,  through  the  Patent  Office,  and 
debate  thereon,      -         -         -        -      753,817 
agriculture,  appropriation  for,  -         -         -  1024 
appropriation  to  send  agent  to  collect,  in 
i  Asia  and  Eastern  Africa,      -         -  1029,  1044 

Statistics  at  large,  joint  resolution  concerning 

the  distribution  of  the,  -        -        -     927 

St.  Clair  Flats,  bill  for  the  improvement  of,    1038 
Steamers.     (See  Public  Steamers.) 

contracts  by  the  Government  for  builHin?, 

&c., 954,964,982 

Steam-boilers,  the  causes  of  expl.osion,         -    520 
Steam  Navigation  Company,  proposition  to 

advance  money  to,  &c.,        ...  1066 
Stewart,  Matthew,  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the 

heir  of,         -        -    •    -        -    309,  520,  1011 
Stokes,  Sarah,  the  widow  of  John  Stokes, 

bill  for  the  relief  of,       -        -     467,  483,  1011 

Stokes,  Wm.  B.,  bill  for  relief  of,    397,872,  1085 

Sturgeon,  Daniel,  of  Pej|nsylvania,  1,  15,  21,  26, 

95,  182,  208,  214,  249,  264,  319,  438,  476, 

722,  737,  744,  761,  772,  785,  817,  833,  853, 

903,  1024 
resolution  by,  ------     727 

Sullivan,   John   B.,  proposition  to  pay   his 

claim  for  binding,  .        -        -        -  1066 

Superintendent  of  the  Senate  ante-chamber, 

resolution  to  abolish  place  of,        -      744,  761 
Supreme  Court.     (See  Courts — Decisions.) 
Surveyor  General  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
Territory  of  Oregon,  bill  to  create  the 
office  of,  and  to  grant  donation  rights  to 
settlers  therein,  &.C.,       -        -        -      95,270 
Surveying  District  of  Arkansas,  bill  to  attach 

the  territory  of  Nebraska  to  the,  -  1008 

Surveys,  plats,  and  field  notes,  resolution  re- 
lating to  errors  and  defective  returns  in 
certain,  ------     137 

Surveys.     (See  Red  river — Railroad.) 

certain,   in  the  State  of  Florida,  bill   re- 
specting,      -        -        .        .     623,  625,  665 
appropriation  for,  in  Michigan,  Wiscon- 
sin, Iowa,  and  private  claims  in  Flor- 
ida,        1025 

military,  west  of  the  Mississippi,  appro- 
priation for,  .        -        .        -         .  1065 


Talbot,  Thomas,  and  others,  -  -  78,197 
Taylor,  Gamaliel,  late  marshal  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Indiana,  bill  for 
the  relief  of,  -  -  -  -  665,853,891 
Taylor,  David,  proposition  to  pay  claim  of,  1038 
Taylor,  Joseph,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,  -  823 
Taylor,  Creed,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  146,  170 
Taylor,  Mary,  commonly  called  Polly,  bill 

for  the  relief  of,  -  -  -  -  526,887 
Tayloe,  B.  0.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  858,942 
Taylor,  General  Z.,  resolutions  of  thanks  by 

the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire  to,  -  52 
resolutions  calling  for  instructions  to,  214,  230 
resolutions  of  thanks  to,  -  320,341,350,363 
resolution  for  the  purchase  of  the  portrait 

of,  and  debate  thereon,  -        -        -     684,694 

his  political  opinions  discussed,         -     898,  899 

Tennessee,  resolutions  of  Legislature  of,   182,  403 

(See  Courts.) 
Territorial  Government.   (See  Oregon — Min- 

esotn.) 
Territories,  Committee  on,  election  of  the,    19,  21 
bills  reported  from  the,      -       85,  309,  772,  1053 
remarks  concerning  the  appointment  of  ad- 
ditional members  of  the,  and  the  organi- 
zation of  territorial  governments,         907,  909 
Territory,  the  acquisition  of  new,  resolutions 
declarativeof  the  principles  which  should 
govern  the  United   Stales  in   the  acqui- 
sition of,       160,  241,  261,  284,  36i,  362,  374, 

387,  617 
remarks  by  Mr.  Bagby,  -  -  -  -  617 
(See  jYcbraska.) 
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INDEX  TO 


Tpstimony,  liill  concerning,  -        59,  327,  669 

bill  |iri>vi(Jiiiif  ("or  the  obtninin?  of,  in  rela- 
tion to  claims  for  losses  in  t'lie  late  war 
in  Florida,     -        -        -     341,  777,  870,  1010 
Texas,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  402,  410, 

536,  639 
bill  to  provide  for  transcribing  certain  Slate 

papers  of  (lie  Republic  of,       -       403,  431,  642 
nn   act  ijivintc  ilie  consent  of  the   United 
Slates  to  the  State  of,  to  extend  the  east- 
ern boundary  of,  so  as  to  include  within 
her  liniiiM  one-half  of  the  Sabine  Pass, 
Sabine  Lake,  and  Sabine  River,  as  far 
north  as  32J  tJegree  of  north  latitude,     -     882 
(See  Courts.) 
Texas  volunteers,  Joint  resolution  providing 
for  ihe  payment  of,  called  out  by  order 
of  Colonel  Curtis,  -        -         -        -    840 

Thanks  of  Con^'ress,  joint  resolution  of,  to 
Colonel  Alexander  W.  Doni[)hariand  the 
officers  and  men  under  his  command,  -  337 
joint  resolutions  giviiiij  the,  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Scott  and  the  officers  of  the  army 
under  his  command,  and  also  to  Major 
General  Taylor  and  the  officers  servins: 
under  his  command,  -  320,341,350,363 
remaiks  thereon,  by — 

Mr.  Builer, 342 

Mr.  Critienden,  -  363,364,366,367 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  -  -  368 
Mr.  Foote,  .  .  -  -  366, 367 
Mr.  Hale,  -         -       341,  342,  364,  366 

Mr.  Underwood.^^     -         -         -         -     341 
joint  resolution  giving,  to  the  officers,  sail- 
ors, and  marines  of  the  navy,  for  their 
effii;ient  cooperation  and  services  in  the 
late  war  with  Mexico,  -         -         -         -  1025 
joint    re.soluiion   presentin":,    to    Brigadier 
General  Price  and  men,  for  brilliant  vic- 
toiies  in  Mexico,  -----  1073 
Thatcher,  Joel,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -        -     753 
Thomas,  David,  of  Philadelphia,  bill  for  the 

relief  of, -   1051 

Thompson  &.  Hutchinson,  bill  for  the  relief 

of, 196 

Thompson,   Henry   W.,   act  for  the   relief 

of, -  -  1011 

Throckmorton,  J.,  act  for  the  relief  of,         -  1011 
Timber.     (See  Lire  Oak.) 
Title,  to  lands  in  Arkansas.   (See  Jlrkansas.) 
bill  to  vest  rhe,  of  the  United  States  in  the 
purchasers  of  certain  lands  sold   under 
execution  against  Gordon  D.  Boyd,      -     873 
Toles,  J<  3.SI-,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -         -     604 
JTompkin.*,  Nancy,  hill  f<ir  the  relief  of,       -     625 
Tonnaire  duties  f>n  S()anish   vessels,  resolu- 
tion lo  rcfieal  or  amend  the  act  of  June,^ 
30,  1834,  concerning,     "         ".        "         "     ^^^ 
Torry,  Dr.,  of  Princeton,  proposition  to  pay 
hirn  four  thousand  dollars  for  classify- 
ing botanical  specimens  from  Oregon,    -  1044 
Trade  with   the  Indian  tribes.     (See  Indian 
Tribes.) 
certain.     (See  Vessels,  ^mericnn.) 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  bill  supple- 
mental to  the  act  to  provide  for  the  better 
organization  of  the,  and   for  the  collec- 
tion,   safe-keeping,    transfer,    and    dis- 
bursement of  the  puhlic  revenue,  -         -     214 
Treasury  Defiartment,  calls  upon  the,  by  res- 
olution,    4,  52,  196,  284,  540,  567,  699,  765, 
787,  793,  797,  853,  872 
annual  report  from  the,    -•       -         -         -       18 
commnnicatinns  from  the,    15,  26,  49,  74,  110, 
208, 301 , 327,  461 ,  617,  625, 777, 782, 81 1 ,  861 , 
872,  897,  949,  992,  997,  1008,  1047,  1073 
bill  to  authorize  the  accounting  officers  of 
the,  to  lettle  the  accounts  of  certain  offi- 
cerx  therein  named,        -         .         -         -     271 
Treaty,  the  Floiiila,  bill  further  to  carry  into 
fiTi-cl  the  provisions  and  stipulations  of 
the  ninth  article  of  the,  with   respect  to 
certain  losses  of  Spanish  subjects  in  West 
Florida,        -        -        -        -        22,811,927 

bill  for  giving  effect  to  certain  treaty  sii[iu- 
latioiis,  between  this  and  foreign  govern- 
menis,  for  the  apprehension  and  deliver- 
ing lip  of  certain  offenders,  -  341,  1008,  1053 
with  Mexico,  proposition  to  print  proceed- 

in_';<  on,  -  -  -  -  -  -      844 

bill  to  carry  into  effect  certain  stipulations 
of  the,  between  ihe  United  States  of 
America  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  of 
June 22, 1848,  309,927, 1043, 1052, 1056, 1066 


Treaty  with  China,  &c. — 

bill  to  carry  into  effect  certain  provisions 
in  the,  between  the  United  States  and 
China   and    the  Ottoman  Porte,  giving 
certain  judicial  powers  to  ministers  and 
consuls  of  the  United  States,         -     299,  633, 
648,  665,  822,  1008 
Tridente  and  Cetro,  bill  to  authorize  tlie  issu- 
ing of  a  register  to,        -         -        -        -  .785 
Triplet!,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -  1085 
Trophies  of  Doniphan's  expedition,  resolu- 
tion to  relinquish  to   the  State  of  Mi.s- 
souri  certain,         -         -         .         .         .     954 
Tucker,  Aaron,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,         -  1028 
Turner,  Jesse,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -     157,636 
Turnev,  Hopkins  L.,  of  Tennessee,     1,  18,  121, 
'147,  182,  245,  248,  249,  264,  293,  339,  340, 
343,  349,  378,  402,  446,  508,  536,  5b7,  623, 
665,  6«4,  728,  744,  782,  804,  809,  811,  834, 
853,  870,  892,  898,  927,  1009,  1010,  1025, 
1038,  1048,  1051,  1056,  1065,  1076,  1077, 
1083,  1084 
resolutions  by,  -         .        -         -     309^  549 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  army, 

concerning  the  Mexican  war,         -        -    342 
remarks   on    the    proposition    to   furnish 
Houston's  Senate  debates  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,        -        -        -        .     684 
remarks  against  extra  pay  to  the  Secretary 

of  the  Senate, 1085 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,-        -         -1075,1083 

U. 

Underwood,  Joseph  R.,  of  Kentucky,     1,  21,  22, 

51,  52,  75,  77,  122,  136,  182,  i!37,  261,  263, 

2b4,  322,  329,  349,  361,  431,  462,  502,  526, 

530,  570,  571,  590,  592,  617,  640,  642,  648, 

676,  679,  700,  722,  744,  753,  761,  777,  793, 

817,  «18,  828,  «53,  854,  855,  «5«,  870,  871, 

872,  «73,  600,  883,  884,  892,  903,  906,  917, 

922,  927,  932,  947,  965,  983,  994,  997,  JOOl, 

1008,  1010,  iUii9,  1038,  1048,   1051,  1052, 

1056,  1061,  1066,  1068,  1085 

resolutions  by,  -        -        -      753,  yiv^  9e>4 

remarks  on  tlie  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  M. 

Moore,  -         -         -        -        -        -     171 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  army, 

concerning  the  Mexican  war,         -        -    338 
reniarksoii  ilie  resolution  of  thanks  to  Gen- 
erals Scott  and  Taylor,  ....     341 

remarks  concerning  the  franking  privilege,     380 
remarks  on   the  resolutions  of  congratula- 
tion to  trance,       -         -         -         -      5G9, 570 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  the  California 
claims,  ------     685 

remarks  on  the  resolution  to  purchase  the 

full-length  portrait  of  Gen.  Taylor,     694,  695 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  California  claims,         -         -     708 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  take  temporary  mili- 
tary possession  of  Yucatan,  -        -     778 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  collect  sta- 
tistical information  through  the  Patent 
Office,  -        -        -    .     -        -        -     817,818 
remarks  concerning  the  appropriation  for 
marine  hospitals,  -----     921 

remarksconcerning  the  mileageof  members,  1016 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  Mex- 
ican claims,  ------  1067 

remarks  on  the  bills  to  establish  territorial 

government  in  Oregon,  -     818,997,1060 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  enable  the  President 

to  take  military  possession  of  Yucatan,     778 

Upham,  William,  of  Vermont,     1,  22,  26,  51,  77, 

230,  264,  351,  520,  590,  593,  622,  642,  676, 

.    699,  737,  744,  772,  812,  891,  906,  909,  916, 

989,  1001 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  army, 

concerning  the  Mexican  war,         -        -     362 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  esiablibli  territorial 
goveinnienl  in  Oregon,  -        .         -        .  1000 

V. 

Van  Ness,  Eugene,  and  John  M.  Brush,  ex- 
ecutors of  Nehemiah  Brush,  bill  for  the 
relief  of, 700 

Ventilator,  conical,  bill  to  direct  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  to  purchase  the  patent  right 
of  tlie,&,c.,   -         -        -         .        59, "157,  850 

Ventilation  of  the  Senate,  proposition  to  con- 
tinue the,  by  J.  Skirving,      -         -         .  1085  j 

Vermont,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,       737 
(Se«  CourU.)  I 


Vermont  militia,  bill  for  the  payment  of  the 
fourth  regiment  of  the  second  brigade  of 
the  third  division  of,  for  services  at  the 
battle  of  Plattsburg,       -        -      582,891,906 
Vessels,  American,  bill  extending  the  privi- 
leges to,  engaged  in  certain  mentioned 
trade,  and  for  other  purposes,     642,  648,  777 
Via,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -        -    777 
Virginia.     (See  Courts.) 
Virginia  military  land  warrants.     (See  Land 

WaiTanls.) 
Volunteers,  bill  to  provide  clothing  for,  in  the 

service  of  the  United  States,'         -         74,  86 
force,  additional,  to  serve  in  Mexico.   (See 

Mexico.) 
bill  to  promote  the  filling  up  of  vacancies  in 
the  regiments  and  companies  of,  now  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,    -        -     121 
subsistence  for.    (See  Claims  of  Individuals 

—  Texas  Volunteers.) 
resolution   to   regulate  the  discharge  and 

payment  of  the.     (See  Mexico.) 
extra  pay  to.     (See  Army.) 
Arkansas,  and  others,  bill  to  allow  pay  and 
subsistence  to  certain,  who  have  been 
prisoners  of  war  in  Mexico,  -      873,  891 

W. 

Walker,  Isaac  P.,  of  Wisconsin,      873,  949,  954, 

1000,  1002,  1010,  1016,  1029,  1038,  1047, 

1061,  1077 

j      resolution  by,  ------    954 

Walker,  Patrick,  bill  granting  a  pension  to,   374, 

536,  541,  571 
Wallace,  Cadwalader,  bill  for  the  relief  of,   78,  299 
Wallace,   Colonel    Robert,   aid-de-camp    to 
General  William  Hull,  bill  for  the  relief 
of,         -        -        -        -      530,  558,  582,  887 

Wall,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of, 508,  887 

Walleston,  D.  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      508,  887 
Wain,  S.  Morris,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       309,  378 
Ward,  Joseph  and  Lindley,  bill  for  the  relief 

of,  ------     309,  337 

Ward  &  Smith,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -   906,  1028 
War  Department,  calls  upon  the,  by  resolu- 
tions,   15,  59,  63,  67,  78,  95,  170,  182,  196, 
380,  530,  558,  633,  694,  787,  844,  884,  999, 
1008,  1031,  1051,  1059 
communications  from  the,  19,  85,  121,  135,  146, 
208,  241,  261,  270,  309,  380,  604,  632,  827, 
843,  857,  1030,  1055,  1059 
War  with  Mexico.     (See  Mexico.) 
Warren,  Daniel  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  840,  999 
Washington  city,  bill  to  continue,  alter  and 

amend  the  charter  of,     -        -     536,  773,  777 
Washington    Mutual    Insurance   Company 
and  Savings  Institution,  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the,         -        -        -     625,  633,  648, 665 
Washington,  Henry,  late  deputy  surveyor 
of  the  public  lands  in  Florida,  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  settlement  of  the  claim  of,       241,  636 
Washington,  General.     (See  Monument.) 
Washington  Gas  Light  Company,  bill  to  in- 
corporate the,         -         .        -        -     648,  891 
Waterman,  Silas,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  309,  361  850 
Watkins,  Elenor  B.,  widow   of  Sossaway 

Watkins,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        -         -    858 

Webster,  Daniel,  of  Massachusetts,  1,  49,  77,  160, 

182,  197,  230,  327,  445,  462,  480,  499,  513, 

520,  527,  793,  798,  811,  827,  834,  835,  840, 

843,  844,  853,  whl,  1076,  1083,  1084,  1085 

resolutions  by,  -         -        -        -     327,  793 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  increase  of  the 
army,   -------     150 

remarks  concerning  attachments,      -         -     196 
remarks  on  the  bill  adding  ten  regiments 
to  the  army,  concerning  the  Mexican 

war, 484,  495 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  concerning  the 

Mexican  war,  &c.,  -  .  .  .  530 
remarks  concerning  the  naturalization  laws,  834 
remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  discharge 

of  the  troops,  .  -  -  -  843,844 
remarks  concerning  the  memorial  of  the 

Chicago  harbor  convention,  -        -        -     853 
remarkson  the  bills  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,  -         1060,  1061,  1077 
Weights  and  measures,  concerning,     -         -     811 

(See  France.) 
Wendall&Van  Benthiiysen,  printers  to  Con- 
gress, complain  lo  Senate  of  the  Presi- 
dent's refusal  to  furnish  them  hie  mes- 
sage,    -------12 
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Westcott,  James  D.,  of  Florida,  1,  ]3,  19,  20,  21, 

22,  5J,  59,  74,  76,  85,  86,  89,  111,  121,  136, 

147,  157,  177,  209,  214,  230,  241,  249,  262, 

264,  271,  284,  292,  299,  320,  328,  337,  340, 

341,  349,  361,  373,  397,  431,  462,  4G7,  476, 

497,  499,  508.  520,  521,  526,  536,  540,  549, 

570,  571,  580,  582,  593,  623,  636,  640,  648, 

656,  665,  684,  685,  699,  700,  722,  727,  728, 

737,  738,  753,  763,  765,  769,  777,  785,  798, 

805,  809,  811,  812,  818,  822,  827,  828,  834, 

840,  841,  844,  853,  854,  858,  862,  870,  871, 

872,  873,  874,  884,  891,  897,  898,  899,  902, 

903,  906.  907,  909,  922,  927,  965,  982,  1010, 

1016,  1025,  1028,  1029,  1043,  1048,  1051, 

1051,  1052,  1056,  1059,  1064,  1065,  1060, 

1067,  1068,  1074,  1076,  1083 

resolutions  by,  63,  230,  337,  423,  483,  526,  549, 

571,  580,  648,  827,  873,  1056,  1065 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  W.  B. 

,      Slauffhter, 85,86,111 

remarks  concerning;  the  Mexican  war,  on 

the  bill  to  increase  the  army,     -         -     89,  92 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  appointment  of 

assistant  pursers,  -----     137 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  M. 

Moore, 171 

remarks   concerning   the  franking    privi- 
lege,     ---.-..    379 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  appointment 
of  additional  examiners   in   the  Patent 

Office, 508 

'  remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Supreme 

Court, -    593 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the 

California  claims,  -        .,      -        -     697,  707 
remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Bagby, 
declarative  of  the  principles  which  should 
govern  in  the  acquisition  of  new  territory 
by  the  United  Stales,     -        -        -     772,  773 
remarks  on  the  Oregon  bills,  805,  811,  928,  988, 

998 
West  Feliciana  Railroad  Company,  bill  for 

the  relief  «f, 723 

White,  Zilpha,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -        -    590 
White,  Benjamin,  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  467,  508, 

1011 
White,  Moses,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of,         -------     887 

White,  Alfred,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  462,872 
White,  John  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  508 
Whitney,  Asa.  (See  Railroad.) 
Wigens,  William  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  823 
Wilmot  Proviso,  remarks  concerning  the,  -  866 
Wilhamet,  an  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of 

a  register  to  the  barque,  -  -  328,  337 
Wilkinson,  Daniel,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  549 
Wilkinson,  David,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  887 
Williams,  Joseph  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  927 
Williams,  Henry,  and  others,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of,  617 

Willis,  Elijah  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  567,  1011 
Wilson,  Arthur,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  -  753 
Wilson,  William  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  823 
Wilson,  Joseph,  bill  for  relief  of,  13,  21,  59,  86,  95 
Woodbridge,  William, and  Henry  Chipman, 

bill  for  the  relief  of,        -        -         -    361,850 
Woodcock,  Bancroft,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     769 
Wood,  Jethro,  bill  further  to  extend  the  pat- 
ent of, 248,  264,  271 

Wood,  Sarah,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  -  840 
Worthen,  Judith,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  927 
Wright,  Beriah,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    -        -     753 

Wright,  ■ ,  pay  allowed  to,     -         -         -  1065 

Wisconsin,  bill  to  grant  to  the  State  the  mil- 
itary reservation  at  Fort  Winnebago,  in 
said  State,     -        -        -        -  954,'  1024,  1029 
memorial  and  resolution  from  the  Legisla- 
ture of,  -        -        -         1016,1047,1050 
bill  for  the  admission  of  the  State  into  the 

Union,  -        .        -         .      703,  773,  735 

bill  to  modify  the  fourth  clause  of  the 
seventh  .section  of  the  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  Wisconsin  Territory  to  frame 
a  constitution  and  State  government,  and 
for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the 
Union,  &c.,  -         .        -         .  949,  iQlO 

Wislizenus,  Dr.  Adolphus,  bill  for  the  relief 

of, -         -     936 

Wyandots  and  Delawares,  joint  resolution 
to  sanction  an  agreement  made  between 
the,  for  the  purchase  of  ceriain  lands,  580,  870 
Wynn,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     590,  887 
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Yachts,  an  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  license,  apd  for  other 
purposes,       --.---  1038 
Yarrington,  Hannah,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    -    823 
Yeas  and  nays — 

on  the  proposition  to  lay  on  the  table  the 
motion  to  receive  an  abolition  petition,  63,  567 

on  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  the  Madison 
papers,  -.-.-.       73 

on  the  bill  for  the  increase  of  the  army,  81,  115, 

467,  501,  503 

on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Mangum  for  esti- 
mates and  plans  regarding  tjie  Mexican 
war,      -        -        -        -        -        -         -     197 

on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Baldwin  calling 
upon  the  President  for  information  as  to 
the  extent  and  value  of  the  public  domain 
of  Mexico, 233 

on  the  bill  to  extend  the  patent  of  Jethro 
Wood, 249 

on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  thanks 
to  Generals  Scott  and  Taylor,        -      363,  368 

on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Allen  concerning 
the  armistice  with  Mexico,  the  unautho- 
rized action  of  Mr.  Trist,  &c.,       -         -     387 

on  Mr.  Baldwin's  resolution  concerning 
the  acquisition  of  new  territory,    -        -  -  388 

on  Mr.  Allen's  proposition  to  abolish  se- 
cret sessions,         -----     4Q3 

on  the  proposition  to  send  a  minister  to 
•  Rome,  -----      514,  520,  521 

on  the  bill  concerning  the  purchase  of 
American  hemp,  -----     526 

on  the  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Patrick 
Walker, 536 

on  the  loan  bill,        -        -        .        .        .    549 

on  the  resolution  of  congratulation  to  the 
French  Republic,  -        -        -      569,  581,  .592 

on  the  bill  concerning  the  Supreme  Court,    598, 

623,642 

on  the  bill  to  repair  the  dam  at  the  head  of 
Cumberland  Island,       -        -        -        .     535 

on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Jesse 
D.  Elliott,     -        -        -        -        -.       -     636 

on  the  proposition  to  furnish  Houston's 
Debates  to  the  House,  -         -         -         -     685 

on  propositions  to  suspend  the  rules,         -     685 

on  propositions  to  adjourn,     903,  989,  994,  999, 

1009,  1010 

on  the  resolution  to  furnish  the  full-length 
portrait  of  General  Taylor,   -         -      694,696 

on  the  bill  to  make  a  free  bridge  across  the 
Eastern  Branch  of  the  Potomac,    -        -     700 

on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  Cali- 
fornia claims,         -        -        .         .        .     793 

on  the  bill  making  a  grant  of  land  to  Illi- 
nois,             -        -     723 

on  the  bill  to  take  military  possession  of 
Yucatan, 728 

on  laying  on  the  table  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  Bagby  declarative  of  the  principles 
which  should  govern  the  United  States 
in  the  acquisition  of  new  territory,        -     773 

on  miscellaneous  and  unimportant  propo- 
sitions,        -  812,  898,  909, 1052,  1076,  1077 

on  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  of 
China, -    822 

on  printit^g  the  report  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Patents, 828 

on  the  proposition  to  withdraw  a  petition 
for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment,   -         -        -        -         -         -        -     834 

on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the 
Indian  Department,       -        -       840,  841, 858 

on  the  resolution  concerning  the  contract 
for  carrying  the  southern  mail,      -     855,876 

on  the  resolution  for  the  adjournment  of 
Congress,      -        -        .        -      871,898,899 

on  the  question  of  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia,   872 

on  the  bill  for  surveying  the  mouth  of  Red 
river, 874 

on  the  proposition  to  print  ten  thousand  of 
the  Chicago  Convention  memorial,         -     883 

on  the  fortification  bill,     -        -        -      883,884 

on  the  bill  to  increase  the  navy  by  the  ad- 
dition of  the  Texas  navy,      -         -         -     922 

on  the  Oregon  question,    -         -        -        -     928 

on  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  branch 
mint  at  New  York,       -        .        -        -    937 

B 


Yeas  and  nays — 

on  propositions  in  the  naval  appropriation 

bill,  -  -  -  -  965, 982, 983,  1016 
on  the  Oregon  compromise  bill,  989,  1001,  1002 
on  the  bill  concerning  the  delivering  .up  of 

foreign  criminals,  -_        .         .         -  IQOS 

on  the  Oregon  bill,  1031, 1060, 1061,  1074, 1078 
on    the    bill    providing    for   the   Mexican 

claims, 1067,  1068 

on  the  proposition  to  regulate  the  rates  of 

postage, 1066 

on  the  j)lan  for  reporting  the  proceedings, 

&c.,  -  -  -  -  ,  -  -  -  1065 
on  a  proposition  connected  with  the  steam 

mail  service,  -         -         -  *      -         -  1066 

on  the  bill  to  remit  certain  duties  in  favor 

of  the  Red  River  Railroad  Company,  -  1051 
on  the  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and 

certain  lands  to  Alabama,      -         -         -  1051 
on  the  appropriation  to  pay  the  claims  of 
the    Spanish    Government   against   the 
United  States,        -         -         -         -1031,1044 
on  the  proposition  to  create  a  doorkeeper 

to  the  President  of  the  United  States,    -  1044 
on  the  proposition  to  purchase  the  manu- 
scripts of  Thomas  Jefferson  and  James 

Madison, 1044 

on  the  proposition  to  strike  out  the  appro- 
priation to  the  Documentary  Flistory,  -  1044 
on  several   propositions  embraced   in   the 
civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,    1029, 
1031,1038,1039 
on  giving  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  the 

navy  for  services  in  the  Mexican  war,  -  1025 
on   the  proposition  to  collect  agricultural 

and  other  statistics,  -  -  -  J025,  1044 
on  the  appropriation  for  Savannah  river,  -  1031 
on  the  proposition  to  give  extra  pay  to  the 

secretary,  messengers,  and  pages,  -  1085 

on  the  bill  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims 

of  the  Cherokees,  -  -  -  »  -  -  1009 
on  the  Whitney  railroad  project,  -  -  1011 
on  the  proposition  concerning  mileage,  -  1017 
on  die  appropriation  for  fort  on  Proctor's 

Island, 1056 

Young,  Jesse,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        -     309,  327 
Yucatan,  message  from  the  President  con- 
cerning fhe  affairs  in,      -         -    712,  744,  805 
remarks  by  Mr.  Calhoun  thereon,    -         -     712 
call  upon  the  President  whether  a  squad- 
ron was  sent  there,  &c.,  and  answer,  766,  769, 

798 
call  for  the  correspondence  of  Don  Gusta 

Sierra  with  State  Department,     727,  728,  738 
bill  to  enable  the  President  to  take  tempo- 
rary military  occupation  of,  -    727,  738,  745, 
754,  761,  764,  765,  773,  777 
remarks  on  the  above  by — 

Mr.  Bagby, 773 

Mr.  Cass,  -----     754 

Mr.  Calhoun,  -  -  -  738,  754,  770 
Mr  Clayton,  -  -  -  729,  773,  778 
Mr.  Crittenden,  -         -        -     729,  754 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  -  -  761 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  -  -  729 
Mr.  Dix,  -        -        -        -     777,  778 

Mr.  Hannegan,         728,  729,  738,  773,  778 

Mr.  Houston, 738 

Mr.  Lewis, 745 

Mr.  Miller, 765 

Mr.  Underwood,       -         -        -        .     773 

Yulee,  David  L.,  of  Florida,  1,  18,  26,  50,  51,  63, 

74,  75,  78,  110,  121, 122, 137, 156, 157,  182, 

196,  209,  241,  261,  271,  319,  320,  341,  349, 

397,  402,  456,  508,  526,  536,  540,  723,  727, 

728,  744,  765,  770,  773,  783,  792,  797,  804, 

827,  834,  840,  854,  871,  902,  917,  932,  949, 

965,  982,  983,  997,  1011,  1016,  1029,  1030, 

1031,  1038,  1043,  1044,  1059,  1066,  1073, 

1074,  1076,  1077,  1080,  1083, 1085 

resolutions  by,  160,  196,  362,  520,  540,  558,  737, 

744,  872,  884,  1085 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  appointment  of 

assistant  pursers,  -        -        -        -     137 

his  resolution  concerning  the  acquisition  of 

new  territory,        -        -         -      160,  350,  362 
personal  explanation  by,  and  defence  of  his 
former  position,  &c.,  on  the  above  reso- 
lution,  -         -         -        -        -         -    397,398 

•    conrorning  the  increase  of  the  marine  corps,  1076 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,  ,        -  1074,  107G 
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A. 
Abbott,  Amos,  of  Massachusetts,     1,  49,  82,  104, 
130,  208,  438,  775,  778,  875 
Abert,  Colonel  J.  J.,  proposition  to  print  the 

report  of, 94,  294 

Abolitionism.    {See  District  cfColvmhia — See 

speeches  under  the  head  Fiance.) 
Acker,  Captain  Joel  M.,  proposition  to  pay 

for  clothins;  for  volunteers,    -         -         -  1041 
Accounts  of  ct-rtain  officers.     (See  Treasury 

Dejiarlmenl.) 

Accounts,  Committee  on,     -         -        -         20,23 

instructions  to,  103,  2G7,  268,  269,  457,  527,  994 

bills  and  resolutions  reported  from,  238,  699,856 

reports  from,    ------     400 

discharged  from  consideration  of  subjects,     724 
(See  Post  Office  Department.) 
Acts  and  resolutions  of  the  House  concern- 
ing' the  expense  of  printing  for  distribu- 
tion to  members,  -----  1006 

Acts,  list  of,         ------  1086 

Adams,  John  duincy,  of  Massarhnsotts,  1,  2,24, 

56,  60,  82, 135,  152,  153,  167,  276,  779,  937 

resolutions  by,  -        -        -        -         57^  60 

remarks  concerning  the  refusal  of  the  Presi- 
dent to   furnish  all   (he  correspondence 
and   instrucliona  touching  the  lelations 
with  Mexico,         -----     167 

his  illness  in  the  House  of  Representatives,     383 
his  death    announced,  and    eulogies   pro- 
nounced upon  his  extraordinary  life  and 

character, 384,385 

testimony  of  respect  by  the  House,  and  his 

funeral,  -----     387,389 

20,000  copies   of  the   proceedings  conse- 
quent upon  his  death,  to  be  printed,  390,  459 
resolution  of  inquiry  concerning  the  fune- 
ral expenses  of,     -         -         -        -         -     937 
(See  JMonument.) 
Adams,  Louisa  Catharine,  the  widow  of  the 
late  John  CLuincy  Adams,  bill  allowing 
the  franking  privilege  to,        -         -         -     390 
letter  from,  acknowledging  the  honor  con- 
ferred by  the  respect  paid  to  the  remains 
of  her  deceased  husband,       -         -         -     403 
Adams, Green,  of  Kentucky,  1,383,  764,942,1007 
resolution  by,  -----     932 

Adams,  John  J.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  by 
extending  his  patent  for  flattening  cylin- 
der window-glass,  103,  300,  353,  483,  570,  571 
Adams,  Benjamin,  &  Co.,   and  others,  bill 

for  the  relief  of,  -  -  -  882,923,1072 
Adjournment  over,  -  -  -  67,822,852 
of  Congress,  proposition  for  the,  459,  604,  791, 
825,  989,  1011 
Adjutant.  (See  Military  Jlcudemy.) 
Admirals.  (See  J\'avy.) 
Admiralty,  bill  to  regulate  proceedings  in, 

and  for  otiier  purposes,  -         -         -     ()42 

Advances.   (See  Jlluhama — JSIaine  and  Massa- 

clivsetls.) 
Agriculture,  the  Committee  on,   -         -  19,  23 

instructions  to  the  connnittee  on,      -         -     459 
report  from  the,         -----     951 
Ahrenfi-ldi,  Charles,  and  John  F.  H.  Voof, 

bill  for  the  relief  of,      -        -        -      548,698 
Alabama,    Florida,    and    Georgia    Railroad 
Company,  bill  granting  to  the,  the  alter- 
nate sections  of  the  public  lands  along 
the  route  of  the  contemplated  roads,  on 
certain  conditions,         -         -        -        -     434 
bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  interest  on 
advances  made  by  the  State  of,  for  the 
use  of  the  United  States  Government  in 
tiie  suppression  of  the  Creek  Indian  hos- 
tilities in    1«36  and  1837,  in  Alabama, 
and  for  other  purjio.ses,         -      771,  850,  1012 
an  act  to  incrca.sc  tiie  sale,  and  [)romotc 
the  settlement  of  the  public  lands  in  the 

State  of, 60 

bill  to  cede  to  tl)e  State  of,  the  public  lands 
lying  within  the  State,  for  the  purpose 
of  education,  -         -        -     269,459,923 

memoriiil  and  re.solution.s  from  the  Legisla- 
ture of,  -  -  -  237,  26.'^,  .390,  438 
bill  to  authorize  the  Stale  of,  to  a|iply  cer- 
tain lands  heretofore  granted  to  that  State 
for  iniernal  improvemont.s,  and  for  the 
use  of  Hchools,  in  lieu  of  the  valueless 
16th  sections  in  said  State,    -        -        -  1049 


Alexander,  Columbus,  and  Theodore  Bar- 
nard, bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  -  -  908 
Alexandria.  (See  District  of  Colnmbia.) 
Aldrich,  Polly,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  -  683 
Allegiance,  the  rights  of,  discussed,  -  •-  818 
Allen,  Alborne,  bill  for  Ilie  relief  of,  -  140,263 
Allen,  Charles  R.,  of  Richmond,  Virginia, 

billfor  the  relief  of,  -  -  -  548,698 
American  Colonization  Society,  an  act  ex- 
empting vessels  employed  by  the,  in 
transporting  colored  emigrants  from  the 
United  States  to  the  coast  of  Africa, 
from  the  provisions  of  the  acts  regula- 
ting the  carriage  of  passengers  in  mer- 
chant vessels,  -----  245 
American  Nautical  Almanac.    (See  J\'aHonal 

Observatory.) 
Anderson,  John,  of  Missouri,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of,  140,263,300 

Anderson,  Samuel  T.,  joint  resolution  for 

the  relief  of, 460 

Annexation   of   New   Mexico,   &c.      (See 

J\Je.vico.) 
Annexation.     (See  California — Mexico.)   JT' 
Angus,  Ann  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        153,  300 
Appropriations,  to  bring  from  Mexico  the 
remains  of  decea.sed  officers  and  soldiers. 
(See  Mexico.) 
made,  and  offices  created,  amount  and  list 
of,  during  the   present  session.      (See 
Offices  created.) 
Appropriation  bills.     (See  Deaf,  Dumb,  and 
Blind — Land  Warrants — Public  Lands — 
Mississippi  River — Jinny — Buffalo,  JV".  Y. 
— Dry    Docks — J^aval    Service — Military 
ifjcademy — Pensions — Hudson   river — Li- 
dian  Department  — Fortifications  — Har- 
bors— Marine  Hospitals — Savannah  River 
—  Civil  and  Diplomatic  Bill — Post  Office 
Department  — JVashington    City  — Light- 
houses— Indian.) 
bill  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropri- 
ations for  the  .«^erviee  of  the  fiscal  year 
endmg  June  30,  1848,  264,  391,  403,  412,  423, 
436,  439,  521,  529 
remarks  thereon,  by — 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Pennsylvania,  -  443,444 
Mr.  Cabell,  -----  425 
Mr.  Dickey,  -  -  -  -  436,  443 
Mr.  Duer,  -----     397 

Mr.  Ficklin, 417 

Mr.  Fisher, 437 

Mr.  Giddings,  -  -  -  -  393,  395 
Mr.  Haskell,  -----  434 
Mr.  Henley,  -  -  -  -  395,396 
Mr.  Ingersoll,  C.  J.,  -  -  392,  393,  439 
Mr.  Levin,         -        -        -      418,  441,  442 

Mr.  McKay, 392 

Mr.  Maclay, 442 

Mr.  McLane,  -  -  -  407,  413,  414 
Mr.  Rockwell,  of  Connecticut,  -  404 
Mr.  Sawyer, 393 


Mr.  Schenck,    - 


391,  392,  396 


Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,  -  -  415 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Illinois,       -      .-        -     4."6 

f.Ir.  Strong, 423 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  -  -  395 
Mr.  Thompson,  R.  W.,  -  ■  -  -  412 
Mr.  Van  Dyke,  -         -         -         -     437 

Mr.  Vinton, 437 

Arbitration.     (See  Claims.) 

Arkansas,  bill  to  create  a  new  judicial  district 

in  the  western  part  of  the  Slate  of,      64,  269, 

868,  951 
(See   Boundary — T^and   Claims — Title   to 

Lands.) 
bill  to  divide  the  district  of  Arkansas  into 

two  judicial  districts,  -        -        -     951,  1010 
(See  Votuntcrrs.) 
Armory,  national,  at  Springfield,  proposition 
for  the   purchase  of  land   adjacent   to 

the, ■      - 

Armory.     (See  .\'a<io)in/  .Irmory.) 
[  Arms  for  associations  going  to  Oregon,  con- 
j  cerninij,  .--_.- 

I  Armstrong,  Amos,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
Armstrong,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

legal  representatives  of  the  late,     - 
Armstrong,  Andrew   C,  bill   for   the  relief 

of, 400 


1641 


1041 
698 


951 


Army,  bill  making  an  appropriation  to  sup- 
ply in  part  a  deficiency  in  the  appropri- 
ations for  subsistence  in  kind  of  the, 
and  volunteers,  during  the  year  ending 
30th  June,  1848,  1  -  -  -  60,  65 
bill  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  regi- 
ments and  corps  of  the,  and  to  provide 
for  disabled  and  infirm  officers,  -  197,  891 

bill  to  amend   an  act  to  raise  for  a  limited 
time   an  additional   military  force,   and 
for  other  purposes,      57,   152,  181,  269,  298, 
322,  434,  449,  463,  549,  673,  717,  730 
(See  Certificates  of  Merit — Major  Generals 

— Medical  Staff — Pay  Department.) 
bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  regular  and 

vohuiteer  soldiers  in  the  American,  -  423 
pay  of  the,  on  fatigue  duty,  concerning,  -  1041 
bill  to  raise  for  a  limited  time  an  additional 

military  force,  ■    -        -       537,571,642,725 
joint  re.solution  in   relation   to   the   trans- 
portation and  discharge  of  the  military 
forces  of  the  United  Slates,  at  the  close 
of  the  war  with  Mexico,        -        -     836,932 
remarks  by — 

Mr.  Bolts,  -        -        -      932,  935, 936 

Mr.  Boyd,         -         -        -       933,934,936 
Mr.  Burt,  -        -        -        -      933, 934, 936 
Mr.  Haral.son,  -        -        -        -     935,936 
Mr.  Haskell,      -        -        -        -      934,935 
Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  -         -     932,936 
Mr.  McCien*and,       -        -        -     935,936 
Mr.  McLane,    -----    936 
Mr.  Richardson,         -        -        -     434,  934 
bill  to  found  a  military  asylum   for  the  re- 
lief and  support  of  invalid  soldiers  of  the,     197 
joint  resolution  allowing  all  the  army  who 

served  in  Mexico  extra  pay,  -         -  1010 

bill  making  appropriation  for  the  support 
of  the  army  and  volunteers,  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1849,     873,  953,  1027,  1029, 
1030,  1031,  1039,  1042,  1044,  1062,  1063, 
1070,  1073 
President's  message  concerning  the  num- 
ber of  troops,  as  a  peace  esiablishmeni,  1025 
the  strength  of  the,  -----  1006 
call  for  the  strength  of  the,  when  in  Mexico,   1012 
Army  Register,  resolution  concerning,  -     836 

Arsenal  of  construction  at  Atalania,  in  the 

State  of  Georgia,  bill  to  establish  an,     -     680 
Artillei-y,  captured  in  Mexico.  {See Missouri.) 
Arts,  the  useful,  bill  to  promote  the  progress   - 

of  the,  - 197 

Asbards,Wm.  K.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        -     856 
Ashley,  Hon.  Chester,  late  a  Senator  from 
Arkansas,  his  death  announced,  and  fu- 
neral honors  to  the  deceased,  &c.,  -     713 
Ashmun,  George,  of  Mnssarhusetis,  1,24,41,82, 
103,  104,  167,  266,  280,  281,  311,  336,  377, . 
399,  402,  417,  565, '572,  579,  599,  788,  791, 
792,  798,  804,  806,  807,  810,  825,  844,  849, 
850,  851,  855,  857,  877,  999,  1006,  1007, 
1011,  1017,  1018,  1041,  1042,  1049,  10.^)0, 
1058,  1064,  1081 
resolutions  by,-        -        -    93   390,1011,1050 
remaiks  concerning  the  call  on  the  Execu- 
tive  for   the  instructions  to  Mr.  Slidell 
and  others,    ---.-"     .103,104 
remarks  concerning  the  delay  in  reporting 

the  appropriation  bills,  -  -  -  -  265 
remarks  concerning  the  delay  in  executing 

the  public  printinff,        .         .         -         -     410 
remark-son  the  resolution  of  conojratulation 
to  France,    599,  600,  601,  602,  603,  610,  613, 

614,  615 
remarlcs  on  the  civil   and   diplomatic  bill, 
concerning  the  Whig  Convention,  Wil- 
mot  proviso,  &c.,-        -        -        -        -     889 
remarks  on  the  financial  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  -         -         -      806,807 
Assistant  Secretary  of  State.     (See  State  De- 
partment.) 
Asylum,  military.     (See  .'Irmy.) 
Atkinson,  Archibald,  of  Virjrinin,  1,  95,  3n,  619, 
621,  675,  762,  763,  764,  784,  823,  8.38,  845, 
894,  926,  929,  930,  964,  995,  1071,  1072 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary 

Brown, 221,222 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  formeteoro- 
loi'ical  observations,  and  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Stanton,         -         -         -       826,846,847,848 
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Atkinson,  Archibald,  of  Virginia — 
•remarks  concerning  the  proposed  appro- 
priation for  a  depot  for  naval  stores  at 

New  Orleans, 830 

remarks  concerning  the  appropriation  for 
the  coast  survey,  -----    939 

Attachments.  (See  District  of  Columbia.) 
an  act  to  make  attachments,  which  are  un- 
der process  issuing  froin  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  conform  to  the  laws 
regulatingsuch  attachments  in  the  courts 
■of  the  Stales,  -        -        -        -        -    384 

Attorney  of  the  United  States  for  Missouri, 
bill  to  ascertain  and  fix  the  fees  taxable 
in  favor  of  the,  for  services  rendered  in 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Missouri,         -         -      264,322 

Attorneys,  district,  of  the  United  States,  bill 
to  regulate  and  equalize  the  compensa- 
tion of  the,    -        -        -        -      181,269,830 

Auxiliary  guard,  concerning  the,  -        -    931 

A  verill,  Canfield,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -        -    994 

B. 

Badger,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     238,  535 
Baker,  John  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     641,  698 
Baker,  John  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  rep- 
resentatives of,      -        -        -         -        -  1050 
Bandonin,  A.,  and  A.  D.  Robert,  bill  for  the 

i^liefof, 563,698 

Bangor.    (See  Port  of  Entry.) 
Bank.     (See  Union  Bank  of  Florida.) 
Barclay  &  Livingston,  and  Smith,  Thurger, 

&  Co.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -      152,  263,  300 
Barney,  Joshua,  United  States -agent,  bill  for 

the  relief  of,         .        .        .        -     €41,  868 
Barney,  H.  M.,  joint  resolution  for  the  re- 
lief of,  ------     449,592 

Barney,  Mrs.  Harriet,  the  widow  of  Joshua 

Barney,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       103,  263,  300 
Barnitz,  George  A.,  husband  of  Margaret 
Barnitz,  th-eonly  surviving  heir  of  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  David  Grrier,  of  thearmy 
•of  the  Revolution,         .         -        .        .     449 
Barnneer,  Daniel  M.,  of  North  Carolina,  1,  14, 
23,  25,  36,  47,  56,  71,  152,  169,  383,  399, 
507,  525,  538,  539,  548,  563,  680,  763,  764, 
774,  807,  836,  901,  905,  924,  925,  951 ,  1026, 
1041,  1049 
a-esdlutions  by,          -        -        -    3,  58,  179, 269 
remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,     537 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  certain  abducted 
•slaveSjConcerning  the  privileges  of  mem- 
bers, &c. 652 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,     904 
■remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill,     940 
remarks  on  the  army  appropriation   bill,  1036 
remarks  on  the  financial  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,         -        -     807,  808 
'Harrow,  Washineton,  of  Tennessee,  1,  41,  207, 
241,  247,  590,  675,  723,  727,  761,  943,  948, 
376,  1039 
remarks   on   the  proposition  to   refer  the 
Frefident''s  annual  message,  concerning 
the   Mexican  war,        -         -         .         .     335 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill, 
concerning  the  appropriation  for  the  Sa- 
vannah river,  party  policy,  &c.,    -      979,  981 
Bates,  Lewis  H.,  and  William  Lacon,  bill 

for  the  relief  of, 867 

Bayard,  Anthony  Walton,  bill  for  the  relief 

of,  -  -  -  103, 263,  300,  453,  535 
Bayles,  Israel,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  .563,  698 
Bayly,  T.,  and  others,  resolution  authorizing 

their  accounts  to  be  audited  and  paid,  563,  768 
Bayly,  Thomas  H.,  of  Virginia,  1,  104,  208,  240, 
400,  455,  572,  577,  642,  649,  683,  768,  769, 
772,  786,  793,  832,  837,  839,  841,  855,  890, 
925,  926,  995,  1007,  1014,  1030,  1080 
remarks  on  the  President's  veto  of  the  har- 
bor bill, 35 

remarks  on  the  resdutions  of  congratula- 
<lion  lo  France,  concerning  slavery,  itc,    577, 
578,  601,  602,  603,  609,"  610,  611,  612,  613, 
614,  615,616 
icemarks  on   the  subject  of  the  abducted 
•slaves,  and  concerning  slavery,  the  priv- 
ileges of  members,  &c.,        -      653,659,662 
remarks  on  the  resolution  of  inquiry  con- 
ceriiino:  tile  imports  and  exports  in  1847 
and  1848,       ------     769 

remarks  on  the  Post  Office  appropriation 
bill,  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  &c.,  775,  776, 
-  ■  777 


Bayly,  Thonias  H.,  of  Virginia — 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill, 
concerning  the  appropriation  for  the  Sa- 
vannah river,  and  concerning  the  opin- 
ion's of  Mr.  Tyler,  Washinjton's  veto, 
&c.,  &c.,       957,  958,  959,  960,  961,  972,  986 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  a  territorial 

government  in  Oregon,  -        -         .        .  1022 
personal  explanation  concerning  the  Oregon 
question,  and  in  reply  to  Mr.  Holmes, 
of  South  Carolina,        -        -        -         -     996 

Beale,  Robert  T.  L.,  of  Virginia,  -  1, 1-30,519 

resolution  by,  -         -         -         -         -         -     26S 

Beard,  Archibald, and  twenty-one  other  Ten- 
nessee mounted  volunteers,  bill  for  the 
relief  of,         -        -        -        -    770,787,1027 

Bedinger,  Henry,  of  Virginia,      1,  230,  238.  278, 

298,  450,  454,  455,  795,  841,  853,  855,  859 

resolution  by,  ------       58 

remarks  on  proposition  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee on  commerce  among  the  States, 
and  concerning  harbor  improvements,  -       29 
remarks  on  the   subject   of  the  abducted 
slaves,  concerning  slavery  and  the  priv- 
ileges of  members,  &c.,  -         -         -     651 
remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Expenditures,  concerning  the  finances  of 
the  Government,  -        798,  800,  806,  862,  864 
Belcher,  Hiram,  of  Maine,  -      1,  60,  62,  675,  929 
Bell,  Samuel  W.,  a  native  of  the  Cherokee 

nation,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,     726,  774,  787 
Benedict,  Lewis,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -        -    238 
Benns,  Charles,  bill  for  relief  of,  152,  263, 300,  422 
Bent,  St.  Vrain,  &  Co-,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    140, 

300,  422 
Berri,  Emanuel,  and  John  M.  Keese,  bill  for 

the  relief  of,  .         -        .         -     434,810 

Bessee,  Anthony,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       238,  423 
Bills,  private,  concerning,     -         -        -         -  1052 

Binding  of  the  public  documents,  resolution 

concerning  the,      -        -     '  699,  708,  745,  835 

Bingham,  Kingsly  S.,  of  Michigan,  1,  64,  73,  154, 

270,  344,  423,  548,  570,  583,  598,  778,  797, 

894,  923,  1045,  1064 

Birdsall,  Ausburn,  of  New  York,  1,  864,  892,  939, 

990,  1611,  1027,  1030,  1062 

remarks  on  the  bill   for  the  establishment 

of  territorial  government  in  Oregon,         1018, 

1020,  1021 
Black,  John,  late  United  States  consul  at  the 

city  of  Mexico,  bill  for  relief  of,   422,  563,  698 

Black,  James  A.,  of  South  Carolina,    -         1,447 

his  death  announced,         -         -         -         _     5gi 

funeral  ho.tiars  to,     -         -         -         -         -     582 

Blackford,  William  M.,  late  charge  d'affaires 

to  New  Granada,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  449,  592 

Blake,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    -         -     322 

Blanchard,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  1, 104,  452,  833 

resolution  by,  -        -        -         -        -      95 

Blodget,  Sylvanus,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        -     953 
Bloss,  Richard,  and  others,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of,  -        -        -        -      301,398,  642,  810 

Board    of  Commissioners   to  adjust  claims 
against  the  United  States,  report  con- 
cerning,        -..--.     779 
Bocock,  Thomas  Si*,  of  Virginia,    1,  56,  .322,  643, 

755,  855,  884, 
resolutions  by,  -        .        -         -       58,  269 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  further  time  for 
locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants,     717 
Boggs,  Eve,  the  widow  of  John  Boggs,  bill 

for  the  relief  of,     -        -        -        -        -    952 

Bolon,  Edward,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  312,322,  787 
Bonds.     (See  Indiana.) 

Bouton,  B.  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -        -    923 
Books  for  the  Library  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives.    (See  Library.) 
Books,  maps,  and  charts,     (See  Duties.) 
Books,  resolution  for  the  distribution  of,  to 

new  members,       -----  1045 

Booly,  Hubert  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -     698 
Boston,  Jacob,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -         -     951 
Botla,  John  M.,  of  ^iirginia,  1,  .39,  42,  59,  60,  61, 
62, 64,  93, 100,  105, 153,  197,  286,  304,  322, 
431,  4.32,  446,  449,  622,  683,  712,  836,  894» 
903,  904,  907,  918,  919,  928,  929,  930,  932, 
•933,  935,  947,  951,  1012,  1041,  1045,  1049 
resolutions  by,  -        -        61,  178,  269,  304 

remarks  on  tlie  joint  resolution  concerning 
the  transportation  of  the  great  southern 
mail,  -  -  ^  -  -  83,  105,  129 
remarks  concerning  the  reduction  of  the 
number  of  general  oliicers  on  the  clo.se 
of  the  war,    -       -       -       -     680,681,682 


894 


-    268 


152, 


Botts,  John  M.,  of  Virginia- 
remarks  concerning  the  bill  to  repeal  the 
act  of  1846  requiiing  the   President  to 
dismiss  at  the  close  of  the  war  certain 
generals,        -         -         -         -       .  - 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  retention  of 

certain  officers  in  the  army,  -         -     904,  918 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  providing 
extra  pay  to  the  army,  and  the  continu- 
ance of  certain  officers,  -        -      932,935,936 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  anpropriatiojis 

for  the  army,         1032,  10.33,  1034  1036,  1063 
proposition  to  pay  per  diem  to,  while  con- 
testing the  seat  of  J,  W.  Jones,.    -  1072, 1073 
Boundary  line    between    Missouri   and  Ar- 
kansas, bill  to  confirm  the, 
(See  Texas — Treaty  ) 
Bounty  lands,  bill   giving   further   time  for 
satisfying  claims  for,  for   military  ser- 
vices in  the  late  war  wiih  Great  Britain, 

263,  3'12,  391,398,  853 
proposition  to  regulate  the  location  of,       -  1041 
bin  granting:.     (See  Militaiy  Force — Cana- 
dian Volunteers — Marine  Corps.) 
bill  to  revive  the  act  authorizing  certain 
soldiers  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain to  surrender  th«  bounty  lands  drawn 
by  them,  and   to  locate   others   in   lieu 
thereof,  -----     882,  923 

Bounty  land  system,  resolution   concerning 

its  extension  to  ofiicers  of  the  army,      -     548 

Bowdon,  Franklin  W.,  of  Alabama,  1,  4.  60,  399, 

546,  547,  588,  926,  1006,  1010,  1055,  1064 

Bowlin,  James  B.,    of  Missouri,  1,  178,  208,  264, 

309,  312,  322,  360,  376,  377,  452,  453,  483, 

503,  570,  .598,  730,  742,  785,  786,  788,  790, 

791,  811,  849,  850,  856,  865.  867,  868,  870, 

872,  877,  896,  019,  921,  942,  1026,  1039, 

1040,  1041,  1049,  1053,  1054,  1063 

remarks  •on  the  liill  for  the  relief  of  tlie 

heirs  of  John  Paul  .Tones,     -        -        - 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary 

Brown,  ------ 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Supreme  Court,  -        -     399,  432 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  the  expense  of 
bringinsi:  home  the  remains  of  deceased 
officers  and  soldiers,      -         -         -         - 

remarks  on  the  proposition   for  a  monu- 
vnent  to  Mr.  Adams,      -         -         -         - 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 
surviving  widows  ofofficers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Revolution,  -        -        -        . 

Boyd,  Lynn,  of  Kentucky,  1,  14,  17,  23,  56,  58,  82, 
102,  152,  166,  178,  180,  200,  224,  244,  265, 
322,  345,  434,  447,  449,  463,  506,  507,  .537, 
538,  598,  639,  651,  664.  680,  683,  725,  774, 
825,930, 1006,  1017,  1028,  1044,  1080,  1081 
resolutions  by,  -        -       179,  268,  853,  855 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution   providing 
extra  pay  for  the  army  engaged  in  Mex- 
ico, and   the  continuance  of  certain  offi- 
cers,    -        -        -        -        -      9.33,  934, 936 

remarks  on  the  bill  establishing  territorial 
governments  in  Oregon,  California,  and 
New  Mexico,        -----  1006 

Boydon,  Nathaniel,  of  North  Carolina,  I,  247,  257, 
632,  642,  789,  904,  914,  1030 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Marv 
Brown,  -----     221,222 

explanation  of  former  remarks  by,   -         -     257 
remarks  on  the  Oregon_bill,       1017,  1019,  1020 
Bradley,  Edward,  late    rtiembcr   elect   fiom 
Michigan,  his  death  announced,    - 
the  Sergeant-at-Arms  directed  to  pay  the 
mileage  of,  to  Ellen  S.  Bradley,  the  wid- 
ow of,  - 

Brady,  W.  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -     322,535 
Brady,  Joseph  E.,  of  Pennsylvania,  240,  312,  361, 
401,  457,  461,  875,  929 
resolution  by,  ---■.'"     344 
Bragdon,  Elijah,  deceased,  bill  for  relief  of,     698 
Brereton,  Au'relia,  bill  for  the  relief  oT,       152,  300 
Brewster's  Island,  appropriation  for  the  de- 
fence and  security  of,  and  remarks  there- 
on,        ------- 

Bridges,  free,  across  the  Eastern  Branch  of 
river  Potomac,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, bills  to  proviile,       -         -         -      '""*' 
Bridges,  Samuel  A.,  of  Pennsylvania, - 
Brockport  and  Clurkson  Plank  Road  Com- 


25 
221 


562 
856 

952 


77 


238 


849 


774 
432 


pany,  bill  to  authorize  the,  to  import  from 
Canada  a  certain  quantity  of  lumber  free 
of  duty,         ------ 


391 


XX 
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Brodhead,  Richard,  otpennsylvanin,  1,  4,  12,  15, 
25,  47,  5f).  57,  &.  94,"lf)0,  102,  103,  130, 
179,  268,  2?^].  286.  300,  307,  311,  391,  432, 
521,  5-27,  049,  653,  fi79,  709,  725,  730,  760, 
764,  775.  786,  853,  907,  921,  929,  930,  943, 
1024,  ]02(),  1.039,  1040,  1049,  1059 
resolutions  by,  12,  67,  94,  100,  214,  281,  311, 457 
rem.Trks  couceniino;    the   appointment   of 
additional    clerks   in   tiie  War  Depart- 
ment,   -------71 

remarks  on   tlie  proposition  to   refer   the 

President's  annual  messai^'e,  -         -         -     101 
remarks  on  the  naval   appropriation    bill, 

concerning  slavery  in  tlie  territories, &c.,     812 
announces  the  death  of  .John  W.   Ilnrn- 
beck,  late  a  Representative  from  Penn- 
.syivania,        ------     214 

Brooklyn,  New  York.     (See  Port  of  Enlrtj.) 

Brown,  Charles,  of  Pennsylvania,     1,  61,  62,  83, 

85.  103,  307,  324,  371,  431,  4.36,  446,  562, 

598,  796,  804,  813,  839,  995,  1012,  1049, 

10*2,  1073 

resolutions  by,  -         -         -         -       94,  129 

remarks  on  tiie  resolution  concern  ins:  tlie 

transportation  of  the  southern  mail,     83,  118 
remarks  on  the  proposition   to  refer  the 
President's  annual  message,  concerning 
the  Mexican  war,  -         -         .         -     290 

remarks  concerning  the  proposed  charge  to 
Rome,  the  mob  in  Philadelphia  against 
the  Catholics,  &c.,         -        -     430,443,444 
personal  explanation  by,  -         -         -         -     453 

remarks  concerning  an  appropriation  for 

meteorological  observations,  -         -         -     826 
remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill,    1037, 

1040 

Brown,  Albert  G.,  of  Mississippi,   223,  269,  326, 

391,  505,  535,  536,  5.50,  558,  679,  680,  698, 

730,  7G4,  778,  788,  833,  836 

resolutions  by,  -      268,  505,  592,  823,  1052 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  concerning  the 

Mexican  war,        -         -         -         -         -     333 

remarks  concerning  the  proposed  charge  to 
Rome,  -         -         -         -         -         -         -     430 

remarks  concerning  the  opinions  of  Gen- 
eral Taylor,         -----     587 

remarks   on    the    subject  of  slavery,    the 

privileges  of  niembtrs,  &c.,  -         -         -     672 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  bounty  land 
to  volunteer.-;,  concerning   the    revenue 
from  lands,  ----.-     732 

remarks  concerning  tiie  establishment  of 
a  territorial  government  in  Oregon,  790,  1023, 

1024 

Brown,  Mary,  the  widow  of  Jacob  Brown, 

a  revolutionary  pensioner,  bill    for  the 

relief  of,        -        -  .^)6, 178,  221, 263,  264,  267 

Brown,  FieWinojG.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  779,  787 

Brown,  Eliphaz  C,  bill  for  the  relief  of,   698,  787 

Brown,  .lames,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -        82,263 

Brown,  William  G.,  of  Virginia,  -       1,  947,  1054 

resolutions  by,  -----    269 

remark.-?  on  the  bill  to  grant  bounty  land 
to  certain  volunteers  in  Mexico,  in  vin- 
dication generally  of  the  present  Admin- 
istration,       ------     720 

Brownell,  Thomas,  an  act  for  the  lelief  of,  726,  787 
Brunswick,  Ga.     (See  Cnlleclion  Dislricl.) 
Bryan,  A.  C,  and  others,  bill  for  the  relief 

of, 548,698 

Bryan,  Purser  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  322,535 
Buchanan,  James,  Mr.  Wilmot's  attack  and 

Mr.  Thotnpsotrs  defence  of,  -     304,307 

Buck,  Mary,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -         -     855 
Buckner,  Aylett,  of  Kentucky,     -        -         1,399 
BufFfdo,  N.  Y.,   bill   making  appropriations 
for  the  repair  and  improvement  of  the 

harbor  of, 94,  298 

Bull,  Archibald,  and  Lemuel  S.  Finch,  bill 

for  the  relief  of,     -         -         -        -     257.  535 
Bull,  Amos,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -      698,  728 

Burriss,  Elizabeth,  her  heirs  and  assigns,  bill 
to  confirm,  in   their  title   to  a   tract  of 

Innd, 312,  5,35 

Burt,  Armistead,  of  South  Carolina,  1,64,93,  197, 
268,  2H5,  322,  344,  .362,  375,  383,  411,  460, 
562,  564,  643,  680,  7J0;  723,  724,  726,  7.38, 
764,  774,  784,  786,  787,  794,  814,  84],  849, 
855,  H91,  902,  903,  904,  908,  918,  919,  9.30, 
935,  9.34,  910,  941,  949,  951,  9.54,  9.^,  962, 
989.  999,  1012, 1013,  1025,  1026, 1039, 1040, 
1041,  1049,  iO.".8,  1064,  1069,  1070,  1071, 
1072,  1081,  1082 
resolulionnby,-        -         -"       -    269,943,1012 


Burt,  Armistead,  of  South  Carolina — 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  payment  of  the  | 

Texas  vohintrers,  .         -         .     375^  375  1 

remarks  concerning  tlie  militia  claims  of 

Massachusetts,      -      .   -         -         -         -     941 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  individn-  1 

als  for  advances  made  to  vohmteeis,  550,  552 
remarks  on   the   bill  to  pay  expenses  of 
transporting  the  remains  of  deceased  of- 
ficers and  soldiers,         -        -        -         -     562 
remark.s  concerning  the  reduction  of  the 
general  ofiicers  on  the  close  of  the  war,    680, 

681,  682 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  the  Texas  vol- 
unteers,  -        -     726,  727,  738,  7.39,  740,  741 
I      appointed  Speaker  p?-o  ie?«.,.      -        -     850,855 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  providing 
extra  pay  to  the  army,  and  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  certain  officers,    -      933,934,936 
Bush,  Price,  Suasey,  Captains,  bill   to  pro- 
■vide  for  the  payment  of  the  companies 
of,  for  military  services  in  Florida,        -     903 
Butler,  Chester,  of  Pennsylvania,  1,  49,  104,  .308, 
360,  374,  461,  680,  774,  951,  1049 
resolutions  by,  -         -         -        -     344^  457 

Butler,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     400,  810 

C. 
Cabell,  Edward  C,  of  Florida,  1,  49,  60,  62,  73, 
267,  322,  422,  433,  529,  614,  680,  683,  716, 
727,  730,  735,  778,  782,  803,  831,  833,  843, 
852,  877,  901,  926,  930,  952,  983,995,  1024. 
1026,  1047 
resolutions  by,         .         -        -         267,778,867 
remarks   on    the  appropriation   bill,  con- 
cerning the  Mexican  war,      -         -         -     425 
remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  taking 
of  testimony,  touching  claims  for  losses 

in  Florida,  ' 1026 

Caffey,  Medford,  hill  for  the  relief  of,  -    257,  535 
Cahoone,  Purser  Benjamin  G.,  bill  for  the 

relief  of,        -         -         -         -     785,836,1072 
Caldwell,  Captain,  claim  of,  allowed,  -         -  1064 
Caldwell,  Sarah  D.,  wife  of  James  H.  Bing- 
ham, bill  for  the  relief  of,        -         -     449,592 
Caldwell,  Joseph  F.,  act  for  relief  of,        725,  771 
California.     (See  Js'eru  Mexico.) 
California,  Upper  and    Lower,  joint  resolu- 
tion to  annex,  to  the  United  States,        -     268 
California  claims,  bill   for  ascertaining  and 
paying  the,  and  other  propositions  con- 
cerning the,         -        -        -     725,  1049,  1064 
Calls  of  the  House,    .        -        -        -        926,928 
Campbell,  Thomas  Jefferson,  elected  clerk,  4 

Camplicll,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    -         -     400 
Canadian  volunteers,  hill  to  revive  and  amend 
the  act  granting  bounty  lands  and  extra 
pay  to  certain, approved  March  5,  1816,     459, 

874 
Canby,  Richard  S.,  of  Ohio,  -  -  -  1 
Canfield,  Lizur  B.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  400,  810 
Canton,  the  barque,  bill  to  authorize  the  is- 

suinsc  of  a  register  to,  -  -  -  -  I54 
Cappel,  Charles,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  -  399 
Capella,  Peter,  the  administrator  of  Andrew 

Capella,  deceased,  bill  for  relief  of,  312,  .399 
Capen,  Phineas,  administrator  of  John  Cox, 

deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        56,  178,  221 
Capitulation  of  Monterey,  resolution  appro- 
batory of  the,         -         -        -        -        -       95 
Capo,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -      312,399 

Cargoes  of  vessels  from  foreign  ports,  bill  to 
provide  for  landing  and  storing,  and  for 
other  purposes,     -----     460 
Carondelci,  Missouri.     (See  Missouri.) 
Carrinijton,  H.,  the  executor  of  Paulina  Le 

Grand,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  400,  592 
Carson,  James  G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -     908 
Cass,  Gem  ral,  call  for  the  pay  of,  &c.,   942,  1039 
his  opinions  alluded  to,  and  discussed,  966,  970, 
971,  972,  973,  974 
concerning  the  extra  pay  to,     -         -  1057,  1081 
Cassels,  Peter,  and  others,  bill  for  relief  of,     951 
Cathcart,  Charles  W.,  of  Ityliana,   1,  .57,  181,269, 
399,  536,  563,  680,  839,  929,  983, 1030,  1057 
•    resolutions  by,-        -        -         -     181,458,10.57 
Catlin's  {gallery  of  pictures  of  North  Ameri- 
can Indians,  joint  resolution  to  autho- 
rize the  purchase  of,      -         .         -         -  1050 
Cazeau,  Francis,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     399 

Central   Railroad   Company  of  Georgia,  bill 

for  the  relief  of  the,  -  -  -  864,951 
Censusof  ihe  population  of  the  United  Slates, 

remarks  and  proposition  concerning,     -     788 
the  next,  n  r(-s(diition  in  reft'rence  to  tiie,       908 


Census,  bill  to  provide  for  the  taking  of  the 

seventh, 836,  1049 

Certificates  of  merit  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  served  in  Mexico,  joint  reso- 
lution providing  for,       -         -         -     446,  458 
Champlin,  Stephen,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  177,  422 
Chandler  Price,  bill  to  compensate  and  reim- 
burse the  owner  and  crew  of  the  whaling 
ship,  the  losses  and  expenses  incurred  in 
ransoming  the  ship  Columbia,  -    -        -    923 
Chaplains,  resolution  to  elect,       -         -         -       15 
the  election  of  Mr.  Gurley  as,  -        -      24 

extra  pay  to,    -         -         -         -         -         -  1053 

Chapman,  John  G.,  of  Maryland,   1,  41,  60,  64, 
208,  240,  361,  374,  452,  460,  503,  519,  527, 
529,  548,  624,  641,  675,  679,  764,  772,  774, 
784,  833,  875,  882,  951,  987,  995 
resolutions  by,  -        .        .        -    343,  1049' 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  payment  of  in- 
terest on  advances  by  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama,  -------     851 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  improve 
certain  avenue.s  in  Washington  ciiy,     -     944 
Charles  Downing,  bill  to  change  the  name  of 

the  steamboat,  to  the  Calhoun,      -        -    398 
Charter  of  the  city  of  Washington. — (See 

Washiriglon  city.) 
Chase,  Lucien  B.,  of  Tennessee,  1,  103,  380,  381, 
954,  1021,  1027,  1031,  1049,  1054 
resolutions  by,  -        -       179,  380,  457,  549 

Cheever,  William  D.,  deceased,  bill  for  the 

relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of,       -    398 
Cherokee   claims,   joint   resolution    auihor- 
izingthe  properaccounting  officers  of  the 
treasury  to  make  a  just  and  fair  settle- 
ment of  the  claims  of  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion of  Indians,  according  to  the  t'rlnci- 
ples  established  by  the  treaty  of  1846,  -  1026 
Cherokee  delegation  of  Indiana,   the  protest 
of,  against  the  settlement  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs,  -         -     836 
Chicago.     (See Marine  Ilospitals — Courts.) 
bill  for  the  preservation  and   repair  of  the 
harbor  already  begun  at  the  city  of,  in 
Illinois,         -        -        -        -        -        -    269 

Chicago  Convention,  the  memorial  of  the,  in 
behalf  of  the  river  and  harbor  improve- 
ment,   -----     852,  867,  894 

Childs,  Henry,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -        -    856 
China.     (See  Trcalij.) 

Civil  and  diplomatic  bill.   Bill  making  appro- 
priation for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ex- 
penses of  Government  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1849,       446,  857,  861,  865,  872, 
873,  875,  877,  878,  882,  884,  887,  891,  896, 
919,  923,  930,  938,  943,  947,  953,  954,  965, 
983,  lOS'l,  1058,  1062,  1U70 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Ashmun, 889 

Mr.  Atkinson, 9.39 

Mr.  Barrow,      -        -----    979 

Mr.  Bayly,  -  957,958,959,960,986 
Mr.  Clarke,  of  Kentucky,  -         •     957 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  -  -  888,1055 
Mr.  Crozier,      -        -        -        .      941,942 

Mr.  Edwards, 940 

Mr.  Evans,  -----  938 
Mr.  Gentry,  -  -  -  967,  958,  959 
Mr.  Goggin,  -  -  -  971,972,973 
Mr.  Green,        -        »        -        -      986,987 

Mr.  Hilliard, 889 

Mr.  Hudson,  938,  940, 941,  956,  957,  963 
Mr.  Ingersoll,  J.  R.,  -         -         -     938 

Mr.  lngersoll,C.  J.,  -        -     940,941 

Mr.  Iver.son,  -  -  -  ,-  962,963 
Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  -  -  -  925 
Mr.  McKay,     -        -    -    -        -      955,956 

Mr.  Miller, 919 

Mr.  Palfrey, 919 

Mr.  Sawyer,  -  -  -  938,939,984 
Mr.  Schenck,  -  -  -  939,961,984 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,     965,967,970,  971 

Mr.  Stanton, 939 

M  r.  Stephens,  -  942, 959, 960,  961 ,  962 
Mr.  Siuart,  -  •  -  968,969,970 
Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  -  975 
Mr.  Vinton,  920,  924,  925,  938,  940,  941, 
942,  943,  944,   946,   947,   954,   955,   963, 

1054 
Mr.  AVentworlh,        -         -         -      966,986 
Civil  Ruiis  and  proceedings  in  the  name  of  the 

Uniied  Slates,  bill  concerning  cosis  in,  57,4.59 
Claffin,  George  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  856 
Claims,  the  Committee  on,  -        -         -         -       19 
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Claims,  the  Committee  on — 

resolutions  of  instrnction  to,     267, 268,  269,  458 
bills  and  resolutions  reported  from  the,     56,  60, 
82,  140,  159,  177,  197,  237,  257,  298,  322, 
398,  450,  460,  463,  548,  563,  641,  679,  723, 
770,  797,  835,  867,  923,  1029 
reports  from  the,     56,  64,  82,  152,  177, 197, 237, 
257,  298,  398,  434,  450,  460,  463,  548,  641, 
679,  723,  770,  779,  797,  835,  867,  923,  994 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  sub- 
jects,   -        -        .        -    463,  797, 923,  1029 
Claims  for  losses  in  Florida.  (See  Testimony.) 
Claims  against  Hayti,  resolution  concerning,     457 
Claims  in  Louisiana,  bill  providing:  for  the 

final  settlement  of  certain,  confirmed,    -     181 
Claims  of  certain  citizens  of  the  United  States 
against  the  Ottawa,  Chippewa,  and  Pot- 
tawatomie   Indians,  bill  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of,     -        -        -        -        -     562 

Claims  against  Mexico,  bill  for  the  payment 

of  liquidated,        ...        -     983,999 
Claims,  Mexican.     (See  Treaty.) 
Claims  of  American  citizens  for  spoliations 
committed  by  the  French.     (See  Spolia- 
tions, ) 
Claims  to  arbitration,  joint  resolution  autho- 
rizing the  submission  of  certain,   -    983,  1049 
Claims  of  individuals  and  States.     Joint  res- 
olution  to  refund  money  for  expenses  in- 
curred, subsistence  or  transportation  fur- 
nished, and  money  advanced  by  individ- 
uals, citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  th-e 
use  of  the  volunteers,  before  or  after  be- 
ing mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,     375,  537,  550,  563,  683,  766,  808 
Claims  against  the  United  States,  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  settlement  of,      -        -      679, 943 
Claims.      (See  Jfeio  Hampshire — Index  to — 
Bounty  Lands — Land  Claims — California 
— State  Department.) 
Clapp,  William  H.,  of  Maine,     -         -        -         1 
Clapper,  Elizabetli^  bill  for  the  relief  of,  103,263,300 
Clai-k,  Franklin,  of  Maine,  1,  179,  642,  849,  954, 

1054 
remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  -    538 
Clark,  Catharine,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -   856,  1050 
Clark,  Thomas  B.,  bill  to  provide  for  issu- 
ing a  land  patent  to,      -         -         -         -     505 

Clark,  Satterlee,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    -         -     867 

Clarke,  Beverly  L,  of  Keniuckv,  1,507,521,  538, 

786,  873,  920,  930,  967,  991,  1058,  1080 

resolution  by,  ------     457 

remarks  concerning  the  purchase  of  the 
manuscripts  of  Jefferson,       .        -        -    920 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,     957 
remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill,  -         -         -  1017 
Clarke,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    864,  994,  1072 
Clay,  Cassius  tVl.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -     460 
Clerk  of  the  House,  Thomas  Jefferson  Camp- 
bell elected,    ------       4 

report  on   the  expenditures  of  the  House 
by  the  late,   ------      25 

instructions  to,  57,  311,  505,  §27,  563,  943,  947, 
1006,  1045,  1049,  1052 
report  of  persons  enr\ployed  by  the,  -         -     154 
letter  from,  concerning  small  documents,  -    536 
Clerk   of  the   district  court  of  the   United 
States,  joint  resolution  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  furnish  to  the,  for 
the  western   district  of  Virginia,    four 
copies  of  Little  and   Brown's  edition  of 
the  Laws  of  the  United  States,      -        -     784 
(See  Index.) 
Clerk  for  foreign   claims,  an  appropriation 

for, 920 

Clerk  ofthedistrictcourtof  the  Uniied  States 
for  the  western  district  of  Virginia,  joint 
resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  furnish  the,  four  copies  of  Lit- 
tle and  Brown's  edition  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  also  to  the  clerks^ 

of  courts, 459^  1027 

Clerks,   certain,   in  the  custom-house  New 

York,  in  1841,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        -     679 
Clerks,  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  War  toappoint  additional,  for  the  Pen- 
sion Office,   -        -  70,  93,  135,  152,  166,  223 
additional,  to  be  appointed  in  the  Treasury 
Department,  -         -         -         .         .     529 

Clerks  in   the  Executive  departments,   bill 
regulating  the  appointments  in  tlte,  and 
for  other  purposes,  and  debate  thereon,  298, 
329,  483,  713,  800 
increase  proposed,    -        -        -     920,  923,  924 


Clerks  in  the  Treasury  Department,  bill  to 
authorize  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
the,       -         -        -        -         -         -         -     770 

Click,  Henry,  bill  to  increase  the  pension  of,    248, 

380,  856 
Clingman,  Thomas  L.,  of  North  Carolina,   1,  12, 
14,  34,60,  65,  103,  240,269,  374,  403,  411, 
422,  433,  505,  583,  6.38,  641,  673,  679,  699, 
905,908,918,958,983,  989,  1027,10.55,1058 
resolutions  by,      -  179,  269,  457,  459,  505,  638 
remarks  on  referring  the  President's  mes- 
sage, concerning  the  annexation  of  new 
territory  to  the  United  Stales,       -        -       66 
remarks  concerning  the  printing  of  the  cor- 
respondence  of  General  Scott  with  the 
War  Department,  &c.,  and  concerning 
theMexican  war,  514,516, 519,  583,584,586, 
685,  686,  690,  692 
remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Expenditures  concerning  the 
financial  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,      -■"      -         -         -         -     805,  806 

remarks  concernifig  the  Commi.>5sioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,       -        -  1055,  1058,  1069 

Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  bill  to  apply  certain  alternate 
sections  of  the  public  domain,  towards 
the  confipletion  of  the,    -        -     64,  154,  1064 
Clothing.     (See  Volunteers.) 

Clnskey,  Charles  B.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -     923 
Coast  Survey,  report  of  the  Superintendent 

of  the, 48,  103 

Coast  Survey,  remarks  concerning  the  appro- 
priation for  the,     -----     938 

Cobb,  Howell,  of  rjeorgia,     1,  12,  16,  43,  47,  .59, 
t;0.  93, 103,  104, 121, 1.52,181,225,244,  2,57, 
2.58,  269,  281,  .322,  330,  337,  .391,  ,398,  423, 
4.33,  439,  521,  537,  548,  563,  570,  571,  572, 
.579,  603,  624,  637,  6.38,  641,  643,  653,  679, 
683,  698,  699,  710,  7,30,  7.54,  771,  781,  782, 
785,  791,  792,  793,  796,  797,  798,  799,  810, 
814,  821,  841,  853,  855,  8.57.  859,  860,  867, 
877,  887,  889,  896,  910,  918,  919,  926,  931, 
937,  942,  943,  946,  948,  950,  955.  983,  987, 
989.  990.  999, 1006.  1024,  1027, 1029,  1030, 
W38,  1039,   1041,   1044,  1045,  1046,  1047, 
1049,  1050,  1057,  1062,  1072,  1080,  1081, 

1082 
resolutions  by,  -         .         -         _         3^  ]79 

remarks  concerning  the  one  hour  rule,      -       45 
remarks  concerning  the  rule  to  regulate  de- 
bate,     -        -        -        -        -        -        -     127 

remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  additional  clerks  in  the  Pension 
Office,  -        -        -    .    -        -        -        -     223 

remarks  on   the   proposition   to  refer  the 
President's  annual  message,  concerning 
the  Mexican  war,  -        -         -        -        -    ggg 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  me- 
moi-ial  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  So- 
ciety of  Friends  of  New  England  con- 
cerning the  Mexican  war,     -         -         -     339 
remarks  concerning  the  financial  report  of 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,       -         -     806 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  ab- 
stract of  army  contracts,        -      470,471,472 
remarks  on   the  proposition   to  print  the 

Scott  correspondence,    -        -        -     691,  692 
remarks  on  the  President's  message  pro- 
posing to  give  aid  to  Yucatan,        -      709,  711 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  bounty  land 

to  volunteers,         _         -         .         .         .     735 
remarks  concerning  the  public  printingand 

binding,         .-.-.-     746 

remarks  concerning  the  establishment  of  a 

territorial  government  in  Oregon,       789,  790, 

1013,  1014,  1018 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriation 

for  the  naval  service,     -         -        -        -     841 

remarks  concerning  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  on  the  Chicago  in- 
ternal improvement  memorial,       -      871,  872 
remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill, 
concerning  party  organizations,  princi- 
ples, &c.,      ------  888,. 

889,962,981,986,  1055 

Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.,  of  Alalmma,  1,  24,  60, 

95,  103,  120,  268,  298,  373,  445.  449,  470, 

548,  550,   564,   797,  899,  923,  986,  1012, 

1041,  1042,  1054 

remarks  concerning  the  latitude  of  debate 

under  the  rules,     -----     796 

remarks  concerning  the  exploration  of  the 
Dead  Sea, 961 


779 
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774 
70 
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Cobb,  WilliaiYison  R.  W.^of  Alabama — 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  establishing  terri- 
torial government  in  Oregon,  -         -  1019 
remarks  on   the  army  appropriation  bill, 

concerning  the  bounty  to  soldiers,  -  1032 

Cobbs,  Elizabeth  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -     994 
Cochran,  Lieutenant  Richard  E.,  bill  for  the 

reliefof  the  widow  of,  -        -        -     679,698 
Cocke,  William  M.,  ofTennessee,  1,4,25,  82,93, 
103,  130,  135,  152,  179,  181,223,  2.38,  263, 
267,  270,  322,  377,  381,  400,  429,  433,  445, 
461,  476,  541,  562,  664,  665,  683,  724,  725, 
761,  768,  771,  777,  784,  787,  825,  852,  855, 
881,  893,  894,  929,  952,  981,  1040 
resolutions  by,  -        -        58, 268,  825,  942 

personal  explanation  by,  -         -         -         -     263 
remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  additional  clerks  in  the  Pension 

Office,  -         - 224 

remarks  on   the  Post  Office  appropriation 

bill,  concerning  the  Mexican  war, 
remarks  concerning  the  report  adverse  to 
extending   the   pensions  to  certain  wid- 
ows of  revolutionary  soldiers, 
Cod  fishery,  bill  for  the  reliefof  the  owners 
and  crew  of  certain  vessels  employed  in 
the,       --...-- 
Cogswell,  E.  B.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  - 
Coins,  foreign  silver,  select  committee  on,  - 

United  States.     (See  Counterfeiting.) 
Cole,  Edward,  bill  for  the  reliefof, 
Collamer,  Jacob,  of  Vermont,       1,  26,  43,  47,  49, 
58,  60,  82,  83,  93,  152,  170,  197,  237,  267, 
279,  286,  287,  290,  311,  363,370,372,376, 
398,  431,  548,  637,  639,  641,  679,  683,  699, 
717,  751,  764,  784,  787,  790,797.814,822, 
857,  867,  868, 923, 930, 932.  948;  995, 1C06, 
1018,  1023,  1024,  1027,  1041,  1049,  1064, 

1071) 
resolutions  by,  -         15,  152,  177,  723,  853,  891 
remarks   concerning  the  appointment  of 
the  standing  Committee  on  Commerce, 
remarks  on  the  refusal  of  the  President  to 
furnish  ail   the  correspondence  and  in- 
structions touching  the  relations  with 
Mexico,         ------ 

remarks  concerning  the  Mexican  war, 
remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  -         -         -         - 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  congratula- 
tion to  France,      -         -         - 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  bounty  land 
to  volunteers,  and   concerning  revenue 
from  lands,   -----      733,734 

remarks  on   the  bill   for  the  admission  of 

Wisconsin  i'.ito  the  Union,   -       748,  749,  752 
remarks  concerninj^  the  establishment  of 
a  territorial  government  in  Oregon,    789,790, 

791 
remarks  on  the  resolution  forgiving  to  Ver- 
mont the  two  brass  field-pieces  captured 
at  the  battle  of  Bennington,  - 
remarks  on  the  resolution  granting  certain 
brass  cannon  to  the  Jackson  Monument 
•    Association,  ----- 

Collection  district,  of  New  Orleans,  bill  rela- 
ting to  the,  and  for  other  purposes,  57, 60, 152, 
433,  458,  461 
of  Brunswick,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  bill 

to  establish  the,     -         -        -      237,  398,  784 
of  Wareham,  Massachusetts,  a  bill  to  es- 
tablish,   311,784 

bill  concerning,  and  for  other  purposes,  154, 197 

bill  to  transfer  the  towns  of  Vinal  Haven, 

New  Haven,  and  Islesborougli,  from  the 

collection  district  of  Penobscot,  to  that  of 

Belfast,  in  the  State  of  Maine,     463,  797,  867 

of  Pearl  River,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, 

bill  relating  to  the,         -         .         .         -     641 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  bill  to  estab- 
lish a, 641,784 

j       bill  to  establish  a  collection  districtof  South 
I  Carolina,  and  for  other  purposes,  -  770,  784, 

I  983,  1030 

I  bill  to  annex  that  part  of  the  State  of  In- 
diana bordering  on  Lake  Michigan  to 
the  Chicago  collection  district,       -  223 

Collectors  of  the  customs,  bill  to  regulate  the 

pay  of  certain,  and  for  other  purposes,  -  103l» 

Collins,  William,  of  New  York,  1.  643,  766,  930, 

952,  987,  1007,  1030 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill, 

concerning  the  salaries  of  clerks,  -         -     923 

Colmus,  Levi,  bill  for  the  reliefof,       -      563,  698 

Commerce,  the  Committee  on,     -        -         -       19 
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Commerce,  ttie  Committee  on — 

resclalions  of  instruction  to  ilie  Committee 

ors  57,  58,  67,94,95,178,  179,237,267,268, 

327,  329,  343,  38U,  450,  457,  459,  505,  764, 

778,  867,  877 

bills  and  resolutions  reported  from  the,  82,  J52, 

197,  537,  298,  311,  398,  433,  434,  460,  463, 

529,  548,  563,  641,  679,  723,  770,  771,  788, 

797,  835,  867,  923,  1030 

discharged  from  subjects,  .         .        -  1080 

reports  from,    ------     460 

Commerce   and    navigation,   proposition    to 

print  the  annual  statement  of,      103,  263,  438 
Commerce  among  the  Stales,  proposition  to 
appoint  a  separate  standing  committee 
on,  and  discussion  liiereon,  -         -  16,  25,  27 
Comttiissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  remarks  of 

iVIr.  Clin<rmaii  concerning  the,       -  1055, 1058 
letter  from  Mr.  Medill,  the,  in  vindication 
of  his  character,   personal  and    official. 


from  the  charges  above, 
remarks  on  this  letter,  by-j- 

Mr.  Clingman,  -         -         - 

Mr.  Faran, 

Mr.  Fries, 

Mr.  Houston,  of  Alabama, 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana 

Mr.  Woodward, 

committee  of  investigation  authorized, 

Cominissioner  of  Patents,  call  upon  the. 


1068 

-  1069 

-  1069 
1069,  1070 

-  1069 
1069, 1070 

-  1069 

-  1071 

-  390 
refiort  fi-om  the,  -  -  -  -  423,459 
proposition  to  piint,  &c.,  the  annual  report 

from    the,  and    ninety  thousand   copies 
ordered,         -        -         -         -      438,  480,  505 
charges  against,  and  committee  appointed 

to  investigate  them,       .         .        .     947,950 
report  of  committee  exculpating  the,  -  1063 

Commissioner  of  Pul)lic    Buildings,   report 

from  tlie, 154, 725 

call  upon  the,  by  resolution,     -         .         -     457 
Commissioner  of  Pensions,  call  upon  the,    57,  94, 

ISO,  457 
in.structions  to  the,   -        -         -         -    268, 10l2 
resolution   not  to  give  to  the  members  ori- 
ginal papers  on  file  in  his  office,    -         -     400 
Committee,  to  wait  on  the  President,   -        3,  1080 
joint,  on  the  library,          -         -         -         -       15 
select,       -        -         -         -  20,  70,  349,  604,  723 
standing,  proposition  and  remarks  concern- 
ing the  apfiointmeni  of,          -      16,25,27,70 
standing,  appointed,          -         -         -         -       19 
concerning  a,  on  the  Smithsonian  institu- 
tion,       18,47 

of  conference,        725,  774,  908,  931,  995,  1006, 
1012,  1062,  1070,  1080 
Compensation.   (See  Postmasters — Jltlomexjs.) 
Comf>romise  on  the  slavery  question.     (See 

Oregon. ) 
Conant,  Artemas,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       400,  810 
Conley,  Jamfts  H,,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     153,  300 
Conger,  Hartnon  S.,  of  New  Yoik,     ],  126,  177, 
3.37,  363,  368,  374,  377,  400,  401,  412,  438, 
449,  463,  466,  503,  637,  643,  699,  747,  764, 
771,  835,  8.59,  866,  908,  926,  937,  942,  947, 
996,  1005,  1006,  1019,  1071,  1081,  1082 
resolutions  by,  -       57,  459,  724,  747,  764,  1081 
personal  ex|)lanation  by,  -         -         -         -     267 
remarks  concerning  the  public  printing,  410,  411 
remarks  on   the   proposition  to   print  the 
annual    report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Patents,         -        -         -        -        -     480,  481 
remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  foreign 

mail  service,  -        -         -         .        .     gO] 

remarks  on    the  proposition  to  print  the 

Scott  correspondence,    -         -        -     688,692 
reniarks  on   the  proposition   to  print  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  con- 
cerning a  board  of  clai^ns,     -        -        -     724 
Conger,  John  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     592,  897 
Congress,  congratulaiions  of    (See  France — 

United  German  RqnMic.) 
Congressional  Burying  Ground,  bill  for  en- 
larging the,    951 

CongreHsion'al   Globe   and    Appendi.K,   con- 
cerning the  appropriation  for,         -         -     941 
resolution  to  stop  the  subscription  to  the,  -  1057 

not  agreed  to, 1057 

Connecticut,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 

of, 82 

Constitution  of  the  United  States,  joint  reso- 
lution to  amend  the,       -         -         -         -     7(54 
(Scf;  llirkiifs  .flnalij:.is.) 
Consular  .syMein  of  the  United  States,  bill  to 
'     revise  the,     -         -         .         .         .  57^  95 


Contracts  for  supplies  for  the  army,  remarks 
on  the  proposition  to  print  10,000  copies 
of  the  abstractor,  -         -         -         -      463,470 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

M  r.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  -  470,  471 ,  472 
Mr.  Crozier,  -  -  470,  471,  472,  473 
Mr.  McClernand,      -        -        -     472,  473 

Mr.  McKay, 473 

Mr.  Stephens,   -         -         -         -     471,  472 
Mr.  Thompson,  of  Kentucky,  -         -    473 
(See  .Mtdl  Contracts.) 
Contractors    for  carrying   the   mails.     (See 

Disal)Uilies.) 
Converse,  Elizabeth,  the  widow  of  Josiah 

Converse,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  399,  592 
Converse,  John  P.,  bill  for  relief  of,  788,  810,  923 
Cony,  Samuel,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  322,535 
Cook,  Mahon,  Anthony,  and  others,  bill  fo*- 

the  relief  of, 785,  1072 

Cook,  Anthony,  Mahon,  and  others,  bill  for 

the  relief  of, 951 

Cook,  Caspar  B.,  and  others,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of,  398 

Corporal  punishment  in  the  navy,  remarks 

concerning  its  aljolishntent,  -         -      837,  838 
Corson,  Levi  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and 

for  other  purposes,        -        -        -     774,787 
Corwin's  call   on   the  General  Land  Office, 

concerning  the  printing  of,     -         -         -     937 
Cos,  Jose  Argote  Villard,  Marie  Rose,  Fran- 
cois Felix  Marquis  de  Fougeres,  or  their 
heirs  or  legal  representatives,  bill  for  the 
relief  of,         -        -        -        -        -        -     632 

Costs  in   civil   suits  and  proceedings  in  the 
name  of  the  United  States,  bill  concern- 
ing,      -        -         -         -         -         -    .   57,  459 

Counterfeiting  the  current  coin  of  the  United 
States,  bill  to  amend  the  act  for  the  pun- 
ishment of,  and  for  other  purposes,       -     836 
Courts,  bill  to  change  the  plan  of  holding 

courts  in  New  Hampsiiirc,    -  57,  95,  836 

district,  bill  to  amend  the  act  extending  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  district  courts  to  cer- 
tain places  upon  the  lakes,  and  navigable 
waters  connecting  the  same,  approved 
February  26,  1845,         -         -        60,  J81, 311 
bill  supplementary  to  an  act  to  regulate  the 
exercise  of  the  appellate  jurisdiction  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes,      61, 
154,  197,  264,  726 
bill  to   change  the  place   of  holding  the 
United  Stales  circuit  court  for  the  middle 
district  of  Alabama,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, -        -         64,521,679,874,951,1027 
bill  to  alter  the  terms  of  the  circuit  and  dis- 
trict courts  for  the  northern  district  of 
New  York,  &c.,    -        -        -.       -      94,263 
bill  authorizing  a  term  of  the  United  States 
circuit  court  and  district  courts  at  Chi- 
cago, in  Illinois,    -        -        -       60,  269, 562 
bill  supplemental  to  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  StatesV  approved  June  17,  1844,   398, 

432 
bill  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
western  districtof  Virginia,  and  for  other 
purposes,     -    412,  548,  877,  1061,  1070,  1080 
bill   concerning  the   courts  of  the  United 

States  in  and-for  the  district  of  Michigan,     422 
bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
regulate  the   proceedings  in  the  circuit 
courts  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  passed'August  8,  1846,        -     449 
judicial,  of  the  United  States,  bill  to  repeal 
so  much  of  the  30th  section  of  the  act  to 
establish  the,  as  authorizes  the  taking  of 
depositions  de  bene  esse,  without  notifica- 
tion to  the  adverse  party,       -         -         - 
bill  to  authorize  the  district  judge  of  State 

of  Tennessee  to  hold  special  terms,    771,  836 
bill  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  terms 
of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
in  the  district  of  Maine,    868,  951,  1050,  1057 
bill  to  promote  the  despatch  of  business  in 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  to  repeal  the  2il 
section  of  theact  approved  June  17, 1844, 
entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,"         -   882,  1049 
bill  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  cir- 
cijit  and  district  courts  in  the  State  of 

Kentucky, 983,  1049 

(See  Georgia.) 


Courts — 

bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the   United  States  within 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  .         -         .  1026 

bill  in  relation  to  the  terms  of  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  New  Jersey,       -         -  1064 
Courts  of  inquiry,  call  for  the  proceedings  of 

certain,  ..---_     943 

Courts  martial,  the  proceedings  of,  comuni- 

cated,   -        -        -        -        -         -  1057^^077 

Cox,  Nathaniel,  deceased,  former  naval  agent 
at  New  Orleans,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  heirsand  representatives  of,  152,  263,  30O 
Coxe,' Richard  S.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     312,  398 
Cranston,  Robert  B.,  of  Rhode  Island,     1,  41,  56^ 
62,  208,  374,  450,  452,  503,  598,  804 
Creek  nation  of  Indians,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the,       -        -        -         1049,  1055,  1058,  1053 
Cressey,  Benjamin,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -     683 
Crimes   against   the   United   States,  bi|l   to 
amend   the  act  for  the  punishment  of, 
approved  April  30,  1790,       -        -         -     951 
Criminals.     (See  Treaties.) 

Crisfield,  John  W.,  of  Maryland,  1,  200,  390,  411, 

476,  865,-1021,  1024 

resolutions  by,  .         -         -         -     343,  457 

Crostman,  Eunice,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        -     855 

Crowell,  .Tohn,  of  Ohio,   1,  41,  56,  62,  73,  82,  85, 

104,  1.30,  146,  152,  197,  208,  240,  241,  263, 

267,  268,  270,  284,  298,  309,  319,  322,  3.37, 

398,  434,  450,  453,  459,  460,  461,  463,  520, 

548,  570,  624,  641,  788,  797,  850,  852,  860, 

865,  867,  923,  999 

resolutions  by,  -        -        -       179,268,458,505 

Crown,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     460 

Crozier,  John  H.,  of  Tennessee,      1,  57,  82,  I8I, 

267,  412,  463,  505,  921,  1030,  1040,  1053 

resolutions  by,      #  -        -       58,  457,  505,  1057! 

remarks   concernins;   the   appomtment   of 

additional  clerks  in  War  Department,  -       71 
remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  concerning  the 
Mexican  war,        -----    351 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  ab- 
stract of  contracts   for  supplies   to   the 
army,-        -        463,470,471,472,473,817 
remarks  concerning  the  appropriation  for 
the  Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix,    941, 

942 
Crutchett,  James,  joint  resolution  to  pay,  for 

lighting  the  Capitol,      -        -         -         -    244 

joint  resolution  to  pay  the  amount  allowed 
him  by  act  of  Congress  passed  recently, 
compensating  him  for  lighting  the  Cap- 
itol and  Capitol  grounds,       -        -        -    572: 
joint  resolution  for  removing  the  big  lamp, 
and  authorizing  further  construction  of 
pipes  by,  to  light  the  Capitol  grounds,  -     825 
an  act  to  pav  ft2,000  for  lighting  the  Cap- 
itol and  public  grounds,       301,  344,  787,  931 
Culver,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  64,263,300 
Cumberland  road,  bill  to  provide  for  comple- 
ting the,  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
Illinois,  and  Missouri,  -         -  57,  60,  17T 

bill  relative  to  the,  in  Illinois,  -        -        -       60 
(See  Indiana.) 
Cumberland  Island,  an  act  to  provide  for  the 
repair  and   improvement  of  the  dam  at 
the  head  of,  in  the  Ohio  river,  726,  771,  102, 
825,  853,910,942,943 
Cummins,  John  D.,  of  Ohio,    1,  62,  95,  178,  267, 
269,  322,  390,  399,  400,  422,  453,  4.58,  459, 
461,  592,  599,  641,  683,  771,  774,  798,  803, 
805,  830,  835,  853,  855,  897,  924,  930,  953, 
1050,  1069 
resolutions  by,  58,  179,  268,  390,  458,  521 

.   his   resolution    of   congratulation    to   the 

French  people,      -----    572 

remarks  on  the  resolution  of  congratulation 

to  France,  concerning  slavery,  &c.,    575,  592 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  a  pension  to 
those  who  served  on  board  the  Intrepid, 
under  Decatur,      -         -        -        -        -     683 

remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  appoint- 
ment of  clerks  to  office,  -         -         -     802 
remarks  on  the  bill  declaratory  of  the  rights 
of  naturalized  citizens,  -         -         -     818,822 
Cunningham,  Christopher,  bill  for  the  relief 

of,  -         -        -        -         -     632,  698,  728 

Currier,  Dajid,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  785,  8.56,  1072 
Custom-house  at  Wiscasset,  bill  to  provide  a,   548, 

943 
in  the  city  of  Charleston,  concerning  an 
appropriation  for,  .        -        -     943,  948 
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Custom-houses  of  the  United  States,  bill  to 
abolish  the  use  of  certain  oaths  at  the, 
and  for  other  purposes,  .         -         -     449 

Customs.     (See  Revenues.) 

D. 

Daley,  Lawrence,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -        -    548 
Dam  at  the  head  of  Cumberland  Island.  (See 

Cumberland  Island.) 
Damrow,  Polly,  bill  for  the  relief  of,   -         -     855 
Dameron,  Martha,  the  widow  of  Christopher 

Tompkins,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -        -    952 
Dana,  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -        -     952/ 
Daniel,  John  R.  J.,  of  North  Carolina,  1, 1.52,  197, 
221,  237,  263,  298,  398,  463,  536,  570,  598, 
.    641,  679,  788,  812,  843,  846,  850,  867,  923, 
i931,  943,  999,  1030,  1032,  1058 
resolutions  by,  .         -         -         -      931^  943 

Darlins:,  Mason  C,  of  Wisconsin,  823,  965,  1007 
Davis,'Lot,  hill  for  the  relief  of,  -  -  683,  728 
Davenport,  James  B.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  312,  535 
Dead  Sea,  exploration  of  the,  -  -  960,961 
Deaf,  dumb,  and  blind,  bill  making;  an  ap- 
propriation of  the  public  lands  for  the 
education  of  the,  -  -  -  -  57,181 
Deaf  and  dumb,  bill  to  promote  the  education 

of  indigent, 641 

Deane,  C.  W.,  the  Serg-eant-at-Arms  autho- 
rized to  pay  to,  the  per  diem  and  mileage 
of  A.  Yell,  late  a  Representative  from 
Arkansas,     -        -         -        -        -      877, 880 
Debate,   resolutions  to  close,  and  remarks 

concerning  the  rule  to  rea;ulate,  &c. ,  119, 126, 
152,  221,  224,  244,  264,  267,  351,  362,  422, 
434,  637,  725,  730,  745,  769,  777,  825,  861, 
867,  872,  999,  1029,  1047,  1054 
limitation  upon,  proposed,         -        .         .    391 
remarks  concerning  the  propriety  of  re- 
stricting   debate    to    the   subject-matter 
before  the  House,          -       793,  794,  795,  796 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  amend  the 
rule  concerning,     -         -         -         .      994^  995 
Debates,   resolution    providing   a   plan    for 
reporting  and  publishing  the,  and  action 
thereon,         -        -        1011,  1012,  1049,  1050 
Decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted  Statgs,  bill   providing  for  the  pur- 
chase and  distribution  of,  among  the  sev- 
eral States, 951 

De  Kalb,  Major  General  Baron,  bill  for  the 

relief  of  ih*  grandchildren  of,         -        -     312 
portrait  of,  presented  to  Congress  by  the 

heirs  of, 728 

bill  for  placing  'it  in  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress,     882,994 

De  Lirac,G.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -     298,535 
De  Kay,  commander  of  the  Macedonian  on 
her  trip  to  Ireland,  resolution  to  pay  his 
expenses,  &c.,       -        -         -        .        .     353 
Dell,  Bennet  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         197,  422 
Dell,  Charles  L.,  billforthe  relief  of,  312,  400,810 
Departments  of  Government,  the  heads  of  the 
several,  to  make  their  annual  reports, 
and  to  hav^them  printed,  immediately 
after  the  fiscal  year,       -        -      548,  779,  835 
Deposits  with   the  States,  resolution  propo- 
sing to  call  for  the  deposits  made  by  the 
Federal  Government  with  the  States  out 
of  the  surplus  revenues,  -        -        58,344 

Depositions.     (See  Courts.) 
Des  Moines  river.     (See  Iowa.) 
Desks  in  the  Hall,  resolution  proposing  their 

removal, 457, 1080 

Detroit  Straits,  bill  to  resrve  the  islands  in 

the,  from  entry,  survey,  or  sale,  -         -     641 
De  La  Roche,  G.  F.,  and  W.  P.  S.  Sanger, 

bill  for  the  relief  of,       -         -         -     238,423 

Diljble,  Orange  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        -     933 

Dickey,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  1,  309,  322,  589, 

616,  680,  730,  784,  832,  878,  894,  921,  931, 

1034,  1036,  1038,  1041,  1062,  1070,  1072 

resolution  by,  ---.._       94 

remarks  concerning  the  mission  to  Naples,     436 

remarks   on   the  deficiency  appropriation 

bill,  concerning  the  proposed  mission  to 

Rome,  -        -        -        -        ...     443 

remarks  on  army  appropriation  bill!,  1036,  1040 

Dickinson,  Rudolphus,  of  Ohio,  1,  56,  60,  82  130, 

146,  181,  208,  221,- 240,  270,  284,  319,' 377, 

402,  558,  693,  744,  772,  774,  948,  1021,  1041, 

1050,  1054 
resolutions  by,  -        -        -        58,  181,  268 

remarks  on  the  bill   for  the  admission  of 
Wisconsin  into  the  Union,   -        -        .    747 


Dickinson,  Rudolphus,  of  Ohio — 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 

government  in  Oregon,  -        -        -  1021 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  taking 
of  testimony  upon  claims  in  Florida,    -  1026 
Diplomatic  intercourse  of  the  United  States 

with  foreign  nations,  bill  to  regulate  the,    154 
Direct  tax,  Mr.  Wilmot's  proposition  for  a, 

and  debate  thereon,     -        281,298,300,304 
Disabilities,  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of 
such  persons  as  may  have  incurred   the 
disabilities  of  the  28th  section  of  the  act 
to  change  the  organization  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  &c.,         _        .         .  1049 
District  attorneys.     (See  Jlllorneys.) 
District  of  Columbia,  the  Committee  for  the,       19 
reports  from  the,      -----     642 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  sub- 
jects,     804 

bills  and  resolutions  reported  from  the,  64,  238, 
312,460,641,723,774,1049 
bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act  approved 
February  27,  1801,  and  all  other  acts 
and  parts  of  acts  concerning  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  as  in  any  way  inter- 
feres with  the  restriction  of  slavery  and 
the  slave-trade  therein,  -       459,  852,  857 

petitions   from  citizens  of  the,  and  else- 
where, for  the  abolition  of  slave-trade 

in  the, 60,  63,  73 

bill  to   authorize   attachments  on   mesne 
process,  in   the  county  of  Washington 
in  the,  and  to  provide  more  speedy  and 
effectual  legal  remedies  in  the  said  Dis- 
trict,    -----        64,244,263 

resolution  ofMr.  Giddings, concerning  the 

suppression  of  the  slave-trade  in  the,  179,  268 
bill  to  extend  the  right  of  suffrage  to  all 
white  male  inhabitants  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  who  have  resided  therein  for 
twelve  months,  &c.,      -        -        -      181,  269 
bill    supplemental  to   the  act  of  9th  July, 
1846,  to  recede  the  county  of  Alexandria 
in  the,  to  Virginia,        -        -         -         -     882 

bill  to  retrocede  all  the,  to  the  State  of  Ma- 
ryland, except  the  public  buildings  and 
grounds,        ------     269 

bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  cer- 
tain exceptions,     -        -         -      459,  786,  787 
resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  commit- 
tee, concerning  the  abolition  of  slavery 

in  the, -        -     788 

(See  Slaves — Washington  City.) 
Dixon,  .Tames,  of  Connecticut,   1,  399,  1059, 1070 
remarks  on   the  proposition   to   refer  the 
President's  annual  message  concerning 
the  Mexican  war,  &c.,  -         .        -     227 

Dixon,  James,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -        -     641 
Documents,  public,  concerning  the  distribu- 
tion of  certain,       -        -        -        -      521,  730 
public,  and  other  publications  of  Congress, 
bill  to  regulate  the  exchange  of.     (See 
International  Exchanges.) 
public,  concerning  the  printing  of,  &c.,    -  1050 
Dodge,  Joshua,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     683,  1059 
Doniphan,  Colonel.     (See    Thanks  of  Con- 
gress. ) 
Donnell,  Richard  S.,  of  North  Carolina,      1,  154, 
197,  240,  400,  457,  460,  476,  572,  683,  915, 
931,  952,  1010,  1050 
resolutions  by,  -        -    •    -        -     329,  457 

Dorr,  Gustavus,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    -        -  1064 
Doorkeeper,  Robert  E.  Horner  elected,        -       14 
concerning:  extra  pay  to,  -  1052,  1057 

Douglass,  Thomas,  late  United  States  At- 
torney for  East  Florida,  an  act  for  the 
relief  of,        -        -         .         -        -     726,836 
Downs,  Isaac,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -        -    856 
Doxey,  Joseph  C,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     140,  300 
Drawback  on  wheat  imported  from  the  Brit- 
ish North  American  Provinces,  bill  for 
the  allowance  of  a,  when  manuftictured 
in   the  United  States,  and  exported  to 
foreign  countries,  -        _        -   398,  1030 

Dromgoole,  Hon.  George  C,  late  represent- 
ative from  Virginia,  hisdeath  announced,      42 
Drugs,  &c.,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
committee  on   the  proposed  bill  to  ap- 
point inspectors  of,        -        -        -        -     604 
(See  Medicines.) 
Dry  dock   in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  bill 
making  an  appropriation  for  the   con- 
struction of  a,       -        -        -        -    103,  1046 


Dry  dock  in  the  harbor  of  New  York — 
at  the  Brooklyn  navy  yard,  bill  making 
an  additional  appropriation  for  the,   154, 197, 

785,  788 
proposition  for  an  appropriation  for,         -     842 
Du  Barry,  Edmund  L.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     683 
Du  Buys,  William,  late  postmaster  at  New 

Orleans,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       60,  181,  398, 

810,  823 
Duer,  William,  of  New  York,  1,  57,  94,  104,  120, 
180,  263,  336,  3.37,  344,  395,  401,  4.38,  449, 
453,  454,  458,  542,  572,  612,  621,  622,  632, 
642,  724,  727,  736,  752,  771,  794,  797,  813, 
821,  865,  914,  925,  940,  948,  1010,  1014, 
1046,  1050,  1069 
resolutions  by,  -        -         -        -        94,391,778 
remarks  concerning  the  rule  to  regulate  de- 
bate,      126 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  concerning  the 
Mexican  war,        -----    344 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  supply  deficiencies 
in  former  appropriations,  concerning  the 
principles  of' General  Taylor,         -         -     397 
remarks  concerning  the  personal  difficulty 
betv/een  Messrs.  Haralson  and  G.  W. 
Jones,  ------     454,  455 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  congratula- 
tion to  France,      -        -        -        -     578,  579 

rfemarks  on  the  subject  of  the  abducted 
slaves,  concerning  slavery,  and  the  priv- 
ileges of  members,  -  -  -  649,  651 
remarks  concerning  the  spirit  ration  and 
corporal  punishment  in  the  navy,  -  837,  839 
Duncan,  Silas,  deceased,  late  of  the  navy,  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  heirs  at 

law  of, 322 

Duncan,  Garnett,  of  Kentucky,  1,  398,  641,  771, 
784,  822,  836,  868,  938,  940,  970,  987, 1035, 

1047 
resolutions  by,  .         -         .         -       58,  268 

correction,         ------    865 

remarks  on  the  President's  me-ssage, con- 
cerning the  value  of  California  and  New 
Mexico,  and  the  establishment  of  civil 
government  there,  -         .        -        -    992 

remarks  on  army  appropriation  bill,  1035,  1036 
Duncan,  Daniel,  of  Ohio,  1,  41,  82,  85,  104,  1.52, 
237,  240,  269,  337,  374,  438,  453,  471,  550, 
570,  727,  761,  772,  784,  797,  814,  833,  835, 
836,  843,  867,  877,  939,  940,  1023,  1028, 
1049,  1072 
resolution  by,  ------     744 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 

government  in  Oregon,  -        -         -  1023 

remarks  on  army  appropriation  bill,  1037,  1040 

Dunn,  Georije  G.,  of  Indiana,  1,  49,  85,  130,152, 

237,  269,  298,  308,  322,  398,  450,  458,  460, 

463,  548,  570,  641,  723,  T36,  797,  835,  923, 

*   969,  1007, 1030 

resolutions  by,  -        -         -       59,  181,  458 

Durire,  Frederick, ''bill  for  the  relief  of,         -    312 

Durrive,       -------    535 

Dutailles,  Joseph,  bill  to  confirm  to  the  legal 
representatives  of,  the  location  of  a  cer- 
tain New  Madrid  certificate,  -     882,  923 
Duties.     (See    Tonnage    Duties — Plank   and 
Timber — Drawback.) 
bill  to  remit  the,   upon   certain  goods  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York,     434 
bill    to  5-emit  the,  on   books,   maps,  and 
charts  imported  for  the  use  of  the  library 
of  Congress,          -        -        -        -      463,529 

bill  to  admit  certain  articles  of  the  growth 
or  production  of  Canada  into  the  United 
States  free  of  duty,  upon  the  condition 
that  the  like  articles  of  the  growth  or 
production  of  the  United  States  are  ad- 
mitted into  Canada  free  of  duty,    -     723,  923 
resolution  concerning  a  reduction  of  duties 

on  French  productions,  .         -         -     638 

resolution   proposing  to  increase  the,  on 
luxuries,       ------     852 

Dye,  Sarah  Ann,  bill  to  provide  for  payment 

of  seven  years'  half  pay  to,  &c.,  -         -    836 

E. 
Eagle  Steamboat  Company,  bill  to  incorpo- 
rate the,        ------     460 

Eastern  Branch  of  thePotomac.  (SeeBridgc.) 
Eckert,  George  N.,  of  Pennsylvania,   1,  104,  240,^ 
322,  400,  402,  461,  563,  570,  590,  638,  779, 

994 
resolution  by,  ------    457 

Eddy,  Joshua',  deceased,  bill  for  the  i-eliefof,    460 
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Edsall,  Joseph  E.,  of  New  Jersey,       -         1,  459 
Educational  purposes.     (See  Public  Lands — 

Deaf  and  Dumb.) 
Edwards,  Thomas  0.,  of  Ohio,  1,  208,«241,  270, 
298,  309,  361,  421,  622,  730,  736,  761,  810, 

861,  949 
resolution  by,  ------     764 

remarks  on  'the  appropriation  for  the  sup- 
port of  pauper  lunatics  of  the  Washing- 
ton Asylum,         -       -  -        -         -         -    940 

Election  of  officers,     -        -         -         2,4,14,24 

Elections,  the  Committee  on,       -         -         -       19 

resolution  reported  by,     -         -         -        -       93 

reports  from,    -----   536,  1072 

Election,   contested,    from    New-York,    the 

taking  of  testimony  concerning  the,       -       93 
testimony  presented, ordered  to  be  printed,    368, 

375 
reports  concerning  the,  and  debate  there- 
on,        -        -         -       536,  624,  631,  642,  643 
the  majority  report,  -         ...         -     (>44 
the  minority  report,  ...         -     645 

Elliott,  S.  B.,of  the  United  States  navy,  bill 

for  the  relief  of, 724 

Ellis,  Robert,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        -     238,  423 

Embree,  Elisha,  of  Indiana,    1,  103,  237,  241,319, 

377,  503,  585,  641,  719,  723,  732,  845,  868, 

872,  874,  923,  1053,  1054 

resolutions  by,  -         .         -      268,  458,  771 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  bounty  land 

to  soldiers  in  Mexico,  -        -        -         -     449 

Emmons,  Calvin,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    103,  263, 

300,  422 
Emory,   Lieutenant,    the   report   of,    to    be 

bound, 994 

Engels,  Peter,  Sen.,  bill  for  relief  of,    422,  449,  592 

Engraving,  the  Committee  on,     -         -        -       20 

reports  from  the,       -       390,412,463,764,779 

instructions  to  the,   -         -       457,  459,  937,  942 

Enrolled  Bills,  the  Committee  on,        -       20,  339 

report  from,      ------  1080 

Entries  of  land.     (Sec  Public  Lands.) 
Envelopes  and  wrapping  paper  to  members, 

proposition  to  furnish,  and  debate,         -      24 
Espy,  James  P.,  bill  directing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  to  purchase  from,  his  patent 
right  for  the  conical  ventilator,  for  the 
use  of  the  United  States,       -       ~      864,951 
Evans,  Alexander,  of  Maryland,      1,  56,  82,  95, 
103,  153,  166,  257,  362,  431,  434,  438,  446, 
447,  448,  449,  453.  457,  461,  463,  465,  503, 
521,  525,  527,  548,  550,  563,  564,  579,  620, 
622,  637,  641,  642,  673,  788,  797,  802,  810, 
868,  892,  896,  914,  918,  943,  948,  950,  959, 
981, 999,  1010, 1019, 1021, 1040, 1041, 1045, 
1046,  1047,  1052,  1059,  1069,  1071 
resolutions  by,  4,  14,  57,  95,  268,  329,  343,  457, 
995,  1012,  1052 
remarks  on  th^  bill  granting  bounty  land 

to  soldiers  in  Mexico,  -        -      434,  435,  446 
remarks  concerning  the  appropriation  for 
the  coast  survey,  -----     938 

remarks  on  the  |)roposition  to  amend  the 

joint  rule.'i, 994,  995 

remarks  on  the  resolution  granting  certain 
brass  cannon  to  the  Jackson  Monument 
Association,  -----  ]045 

Evans,  William,  bill    for   the   relief  of  the 

heirs  of, .322,  535 

Evans,  Nathan,  of  Ohio,      -        -         -.        1,377 
resolutions  by,  -        -        .        .      ^^q,  943 

Evidence.      (See  Pe7isioi\s.) 
Examiners.     (See  Patent  Office.) 
Exchanges,  international.     (See  Documents.) 
Executions,  public,  in  certain  cases,  bill  to 

abolish,         - 449 

Executive  departments.     (See  Departments.) 
Expenditures.     (See  Public  Expenditures.) 
in  the  State  L)e|)artment,  the  Committee 

on, 20 

in  the  Treasury  Department,  the  Commit- 
tee on,        -        -         -         -        -        -       20 

resolution  of  instruction  to  the,      -        -     269 

in  the  War  Department,  the  Committee  on,       20 

reports  from  the,  -----     412 

in  the  Navy  Department,  the  Committee  on,      20 
in   the  Post  O/Fice  J3epartment,  the  Com- 
mittee on,      -         -        -         -         -         -      20 

on  the  Public  Buildings,  iheCommitlce  on,       20 
^Expenditures  of  Government.     Spccchea  in 
which  the,  are  discussed  by — 
Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia,     -         -      910,915 
Mr.  McClcrnand,  -         -         -      913,915 

Explorations.     (See  Preinonl.) 


Exploration  of  the  Dead  Sea  by  officers  of  the 

navy,  remarks  concerning,    -        -     .   -    960 

Exploring  Expedition,  an  act  for  the  relief  of 

the  forward  officers  of  the  late,      -      725,  779 

Exports  and  imports  for  1847  and  1848,  de- 
bate on  a  resolution  of  inquiry  concern- 
ing,        768 

Expunge  from  the  Journal  a  certain  declara- 
tion against  the  ju.stice  and  constitution- 
ality of  the  war  with  Mexico,  proposi- 
tion to,  -..-.-    343 

Extra  pay.     (See  Pay — Cass — Taylor.) 

Extradition.     (See  Treaties.) 

F. 

Fairfield,  John,  late  a  Senator  from  Maine, 

his  death  announced  and  funeral,  -  72,73 
False  swearing,  in  certain  cases,  bill  provi- 
ding for  the  punishment  of,  -        -        -     322 
Farnham,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    -      693,787 
Faran,  James  J.,  of  Ohio,  1,  60, 141,  181,  269,  550, 
811,  849,  867,  881, 890,  920,  926,  931, 1024, 
1026,  1041,  1046 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  to  individuals 
the  expenses  incurred  in  mustering  vol- 
unteers,          563 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  take  the  yeas 
and  nays  by  a  machine  to  be  erected  in 
the  House  for  that  purpose,  -         -        -     856 
remarks   concerning   the  letter   from   the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  -         -  1069 
Farrelly,  John  W.,  of  Pennsylvania,  1,  41,62, 103, 
197,  266,  312,  322,  361,  400,  402,  439,  450, 
536,  563,  693,  725,  774,  779,  857,  920,  947, 
950,  994,  1054,  1063 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  additional 
examiners  in  the  Patent  Office,      -        -     400 
Farrow,  Nimrod,  and  Richard  Harriss,  bill 

for  the  relief  of, 298 

Feathersion,  Win'field  S.,  of  Mississippi,     1,227, 
519,  527,  590,  623,  761,  762,  857,  862,  865, 
868,  872,  873,  1054,  1064 
resolutions  by,          .         .         -         .      181,268 
Federal  Government,  the  powers  of  the,  and 
its  several  branches,  defined  by  resolu- 
tion,       458 

Fees.     (See  Land  Warrants — Attorney.) 

Felton,  Skelton,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -     400,800 

Fellanny ,  Fernando,  bill  for  relief  of,  422,  449,  810 

Ficklin,  Orlando  B.,  of  Illinois,   -  1,  ♦,  14,  56,  60, 

140,  178,  181,  267,  268,  311,  369,  380,  448, 

458,  460,  552,  558,  612,  639,  665,  713,  751, 

771,  774,  775,  792,  848,  849,  851,  852,  857, 

882,  887,  890,  892,  920,  921,  924,  931,  939, 

943,  946,  351,  953,  955,  983,  1019,  1024, 

1036,  1038,  1040,  1049,  1050 

resolution  by,  -         .        .         .        .     453 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  supply  deficiencies 
in  appropriations,  concerning  the  Mexi- 
can war,        ------     417 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  change  the  name  of 
Photius  Kavasales,        -        -        -         -     460 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  individ- 
uals for  advances  made  to  volunteers,   -     552 
remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill,  -  1036 
Field-pieces,  the  two  brass,  captured  at  Ben- 
nington,  Vermont,    re.solution    to   give 
them  to  the  State  of  Vermont,       -        -     891 
Fields,  Richard,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    -     887,  923 
Finances  of  Government,  remarks  concern- 
ing the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Rockwell,  of  Connecticut,  -     756 

Mr.  Sawyer, 759 

reports,  majority  and   minority,  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Expenditure,  con- 
cerning the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the,  798,  855,  859,  875,  877,  908 
remarks  thereon,  by — 

Mr.  Bedinger,  -  798,  800,  806,  862,  864 
Mr.  Strohm,  798,  799,  800,  806,  859,  864 
Mr.  Hudson,  -  -  -  .  798,  799 
Mr.  Houston,  of  Ala.,  799,  800,  805,  807 
Mr.  Hall,  of  Missouri,  -  -  -  799 
Mr.  Clingman,  -         -        -     805,  806 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Pennsylvania,  -  806 
Mr.  f;obb,  of  Georgia,  -  -  -  806 
Mr.  Ashmun,  -  -  -  -  806,  807 
Mr.  Rockwell,  of  Connecticut,  -     807 

Mr.  Barringer,  -         -         -      807,  808 

Mr.  McClernand,      -         -         -      807,808 
Finances  of  Government.    For  speeches  con- 
cerning the,  .see  Loan  Bill. 
Fisher,  David,  of  Ohio,       -        -  1,  267,  319,  774 


Fisher,  Divid,  of  Ohio — 

resolution  by,  .         -         .        -        .     ]81 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  .         -         -     322 

ren)arks   on    the  deficiency  appropriation 
bill,    concerning   a[)propriaiions  to  the 
Q.uartermaster's  Department,        -         -     437 
Fisher,  George,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief 

of  the  legal  representatives  of,  339,  398,  592 
Fitch,  Horatio,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  -  1050 
Fitiwaler,  Jonathan,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  322,  535 
Flanagin,  Andrew,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  698,  787 
Flanagin,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  698 
Florida,  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly 

of,      -        -        -        -  73,  267,  432,  433,  716 
(See  Surveys — Treaty.) 

bill  concerning  school  lands  in  the  State  of,     771 
bill  respecting  the  public  archives  in  the 

State  of, 771,  835 

bill  for  the  relief  of  the  bona  fide  settlers 
under  the  acts  for  the  armed  occupation 
and  settlement  of  a  part  of  the  territory 

of, 771,  875 

Florida,   Alabama,   and    Georgia    Railroad 
Company,  bill  granting  to  the,  alternate 
sections  of  the  public  lands  along  the 
route  of  their  contemplated  roads,  &c.,  1011 
Flournoy,ThomasS.,  of  Virginia,  1,  60,152,298, 
322,  450,  460,  770,  867,  890,  891,  1029 
^"'orage,  proposition  concertiing,  -         -         -  1041 
Foreign  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,      -        -       19 
reports  from,    -----      166,322 
resolutions  of  instruction  to  the,  57,  73,  267,  456 
bills  reported  from  the,  61,  103,  154,  322,  449, 
563,  683,  1049 
discharged  from  subjects,  -         -        -     779 

Ford,  Augustus,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -        -    835 
Fort  Mas.«ac.     (See  J^^alional  Armory.) 
Fortifications,  bill  to  erect,  and  to  establish  a 
military  depot  at  or  near  the  mouth  of 
Genesee  river,  on  Lake  Ontario,  New 

York, -        -      57 

bill  making  appropriation  for  certain  forti- 
fications' of  the  United  States,  for  the 
year  ending  30th  June,  1849,     267,  844,  900, 
908,  916,  938,  942 
Fortifications.     (See  Genesee  River.) 
Foundries, National.   {SeeMuionnl  Jlrmorv-) 
Fontaine,  Philip  J.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    771,  787 
France,  resolutions  of  sympathy  with,  and 
congratulations  to  the  French  people,  and 
debate  thereon,      -        -      5^1,572,592,598 
remarks,  by — 

Mr.  Ashmun,  599,  600,  601,  602,  610,  613, 

614,  615 

Mr.  Bayly,  577,  578,  601,  6Q2, 603, 609, 610, 

611,612,613,614,615,616 

Mr.  Collamer, 611 

Mr.  Cummins,  -  -  -  -  575,592 
Mr.  Duer,  ...        -     578,  579 

Mr.  Giddings,  576,  577, 578,  579,  611,  612, 

614,615 
Mr.  Haskell,  -  -  -  574,576,577 
Mr.  Hilliard,  -  -  -  -  572,573 
Mr.  Ingersoll,  C.  J.,  -         -     574,577 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  J.  R.,  -         -        -    575 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  -  -  610 
Mr.  Meade,  -  -  -  -  613,  614 
Mr.  McClernand,  -  -  -  -  573 
Mr.  McLane,  -  -  -  -  611,  613 
Mr.  Pal  ft  ey,      -         -        -         -     609,  6  lO 

Mr.  Pendleton, 616 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Pennsylvania,      -     614 
joint  resolution   authorizing  the  presenta- 
tion to  the  Government  of  France  of  a 
seiies  of  standard  weights  and  measures 
of  the  United  Stales,      -        -        -        -     868 

message  from  the  President  communicating 
the  decree  of  the  National  Assembly  of, 
in  response  *o  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress,   -------  1057 

Franking  privilege  of  members  of  Congress, 
bill  to  repeal  so  much  of  the  act  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress  as  increases  the, 
&c.,      -        -        -         -       57,755,771,1012 

bill  entitled  "An  act  to  declare  the  true  in- 
tent and  meaning,  so  far  as  respects  the 
franking  privilege  of  inembers  of  Con- 
gres.s,  of  the  act  of  1st  March,  1847,  to 
limit  the  use  and  correct  the  abuse  of  the 
franking  privilege,"  &c.,  726,  762,  77] ,  1012 
(See  Inlernational  Exchans^es.) 
Fredieu,  H.,  M.  Vercher,  C.  Sanmiguel,  P. 
W.  Ga"-non,  V.  Carbanaux,  and  F. 
Harbo,  of  Louisiana,  bill  for  relief  of,  -    908 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


XXV 


Preedley,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  1,  238,  309,400, 
461,'  683,  693,  761,  772,  827,  855,  952,  1024 
resolution  l)y,  -         -         -         -  -     457 

Freeman,  Rebecca,  hill  for  the  relief  of,         -  1050 
Fremont,  Colonel  J.  C,  appropriation  to  con- 
tinue the  explorations  of,       -        -        -  1059 
French,  Richard,  of  Keniurky,     1,  56,  311,  538, 
549,  550,  825,  833,  836,  853,  882,  1031 
resolutions  by,  -        -       179,' 268,  505,  778 

French  productions.     (See  Duties.) 
French,  B.  B.,  proposition   to  appoint  him 

Clerk, 3 

Friends,  memorial  of  the  representatives  of 
the  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Society  of, 
concerning  the  Mexican  war, and  debate 
thereon,         ------    329 

Fries,  Geor-e,  of  Ohio,    1,  25,  449,  458,  471,  472, 
698,  725,  891,  929,  939,  1050,  1054,  1068 
resolutions  by,  -        -       18,  180,  458,  1071 

remarks  concerning  the  letter  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs,         -     1069,1070 
Fugate,  James,  bill  fnr  the  relief  of,  -         400,  810 
Fuller,  William,  and  Orlando  Saltmarsh,  bill 

for  the  relief  of,       -        -     197,399,788,810 

Fulton,  Andrew  S.,  of  Virginia,   1,  103,  146,  154, 

177,  197,  322,  400,  449,  453,  454,  459,  562, 

698,  779,  784,  855,  884,  903, 953,  994, 1006, 

1050,  1063 

resolutions  by,  -        -        -        -     179,  269,  433 

Fulton,   Catharine,   the    widow   of  Samuel 

Fulton,  bill  for  the  relief  of,   -        -     238,423 
Fulton,  Robert,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief 

of  the  legal  representatives  of,         -    398,  810 

G. 

Gaar,  Staunton  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -     797 

Gaines,  John  P.,  of  Kcnturky,     1,  105,  298,  361, 

383,  422,  438,  541,  570,  590,  675,  693,  989 

resolutions  by,  -        -         -        .     539^  891 

resolution  to  pay  him  from  the  first  of  the 

session,  .        .        -        .        -     343,  539 

Gaines,  Major  John  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     548 

Gaither,  H.  B.,  resolution  for  the  relief  of,     882, 

951,  1072 
Gallatin,  Albert,  the  proposed  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to,  for  his  anti-war  strictures,        -     308 
Galphin,  Milledge,  executor  of  George  Gal- 

phin,  deceased,  bill  for  relief  of,  221,398,  1072 
Gammage,  Thomas  T.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     923 
Gardner,  David,   of  Southborough,  Massa- 
chusetts, bill   for   the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of,          -        -        .     257,  535 
Gardner,  Henry,  and  others,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of,  951 

Garland,  Abigail,  widow  of  Jacob,  deceased, 

act  granting  pension  to,         -    726,  952,  1072 
Garrison,  Darius,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

legal  representatives  of,  -         .         _     797 

Gas  apparatus,  proposition  to  remove,  -  18,  25 

Q&yle,  John,  of  Alabama,  1,  56,  60, 62,  82, 95, 179, 

197,  207,  300,  344,  390,  434,  452,  459,  672, 

763,  774,  951,  1049,  1068,  1064 

resolutions  by,  .        -        .        -     197,  943 

his  card  correcting  an  error,      -        -         -       41 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill,  concerning  the 

right  to  establish  territorial  government,   542, 

1021 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  abducted 
slaves,  concerning  slavery,  and  the  priv- 
ilesres  of  members,  &c.,        -        -     651,  654 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Wisconsin  into  the  Union,    -        -        -     743 
Gasancy,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -        -  1006 
Gay,  Abel,  and  Walter  Loomis,  bill  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act  for  the  relief  of,  approved 

July  2,  1836, 535 

General  Land  Office,  reports  of  the  Commis- 
sioner, orders  to  print,  -    152,  1006,  1026 
bill  to  ameyd  the  act  of  1836,  reorganizing 
the,  and   authorizing   the   President  to 
detaif  a  clerk  to  act  as  his  secretary  to 
sign  patents,          -----     197 

General   officers  of  the  army.     (See  Major 

Generals.) 
Genesee  river,  bill  to  erect  fortifications  and 
establish  a  military  depot  at  or  near  the 
mouth  of  the,         -        .        .        .        .     154 

(See  Furlificalions.) 
Gentry,  Meredith  P.,  of  Tennessee,  1,56,64,83, 
120,  127,  281,  286,  612,  649,  831,  851,  908, 
930,  931,  945, 955,  958, 961, 995, 1010, 1027, 

1042 
resolution  by,  ------      58 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  -        -  -    369 


Gentry,  Meredith  P.,  of  Tennessee — 

remarks  concerning  the  latitude  to  debate,     796 
remarks  concerning  the  continuance  of  cer- 
tain officers  in  the  army,        .         .         -     904 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill, 
concerning  Tyler's  opinions,  the  expl"- 
ration  of  the  Dead  Sea,  &c.,       957,  958,  959 
remarks  on  army  appropriation  bill,  1033,  1037 
Georgia,  bill  to  divide  the  State  of,  into  two 
judicial  districts,  and  organizing  and  es- 
tablishing an  additional  district  court  of 
the  United  States,  with  certain  powers 
and  jurisdiction,    -        -        -      181,269,311 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,   398,  433.  439, 

459,  505 
Geological  observations.  (See  Mineral  Lands.) 
Gibson,  Charles  M.,  bill  for  relief  of,     1029,  1072 
Gibson  county.     (See  Indiana.) 
Gibson,  Charles  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -    908 
Giddings,  Joshua  R.,  of  Ohio,       1,  56,  60^64,  66, 
67,  104,  140,  146,  )52,  167,  178,  180,268, 
279,  284,  319,  360,  376,  383,  402,  435,  453, 
454,  456,  507,  550,  558,  570,  571,  637,  641, 
727,739,  764,  784,  1019,  1026 
resolutions  by,  -        -       179,  268,  308,  641 

personal    explanation    by,  concerning   an 

attack  in  the  "National  Whig,"   -        -      23 
remarks  on   the  proposition   to  refer  the 
President's  annual  message,  concerning 
claim  for  certain  recaptured  Africans,    -     101 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  supply  deficiencies 
in  former  appropriations,  concerning  sla- 
very question  and  General  Taylor,     393,  395 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  bounty  land 

to  the  soldiers  in  Mexico,      -        -        -     434 
remarks  on  Indian  appropriation  bill,     523,  524 
remarks  on  the  resolution  of  congratulation 
to  France,  concerninu;  abolitionism,     576,  577 
578,579,  611,  6i2,  614,615 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  abducted  slaves, 
concerning  the   privileges  of  members, 
slavery,  &c.,  651,  654,  655,  657,  662,  670,  672 
Gideon,  Jacob,  bill  for  the  relief  of,   140,  300,  570 
Gillet,  Shadrach,  and  others,  bill  for  the  relief 

of,         -        -        -        -      64,269,641,1045 

Gilliss,  J.  Mellville,  and  others,  joint  resolu- 
tion for  the  relief  of,      153,  300,  598,  632,  637 
Girard,  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -     237,  789 
Girard  Railroad  Company,  bill  to  grant  the 
right  of  way  through   the  public  lands 
to,         -------    950 

Glynn,  James,  and  others,  bill  for  the  relief 

of, 153,  300,  598 

Goggin,  William  L.,  of  Virginia,      1,  47,  57,  62, 
82,  83, 93, 104, 107, 126,  130, 153,  167,  180, 
181,  197,  237,  240,  260,  263,  276,  285,  286, 
311,  398,  460,  548,  583,  598,  620,  622,  723, 
726,  730,  754,  755,  771,  774,  823,  824,  830, 
835,  850,  853,  855,  859,  860,  864,  865,  867, 
868,  878,  910,  919,  920,  923,  930,  932,  937, 
940,  950,  983,  1006,  1012,  1027,  1049 
resolutions  by,  57,  103,  ]3il,  179,  197,  269,  343, 
457,  463,  824,  922,  1012 
remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill, 
concerning  appropriations  for  the  Savan- 
nah river,  partisan  politics,  opinions  of 
Generals  Taylor  and  Cass,  &c.,  (fee,     -   971, 
972,  973,  974 
remarks  concerning  appointment  of  addi- 
tional clerks  in  the  War  Department,  -       71 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  concerning 
the  transportation  of  the  great  southern 
mail,     -        -         -         84,  119,  127,  128,  130 
remarks  on  proposition  to  refer  the  Presi- 
dent's  message,    concerning    Mexican 
war,      -------    276 

remarks  on  the  bill  ainending  the  act  to 
provide   for   the   transportation    of  the 
mail  between  the  United  States  and  for- 
eign countries,       -        -        -      (jig,  620,  621 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  further  time 
to   locate   Virginia   military   land   war- 
rants,   ------     716,  717 

remarks  concerning  boundary  of  Texas,  860,  862 
remarks  concerning  the  proposed  renewal 
of  the  contract  for  carrying  the  southern 
mail  with  the  railroad  4ine,    -        -        -    868 
remarks  on  proposition  for  the  purchase 
of  the  papers  of  Mr.  Jefterson,      -         -     919 
Goss,  Russell,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      57,  103,  263 
Gott,  Daniel,of  New  York,        1,  41,56,  62,  146, 
267,  374,  377,  390,  402,  421,  431,  461,  843, 
853,  1019,  1028 
resolutions  by,         -        -        -       57, 390, 505 


Gott,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -      698,787 
Goulding,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,   -        -     699 
Gove,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    -         -     683 
Graduation  bill.     (See  Public  Lands.) 
Gramillon,  Francis,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

heirs  and  widow  of,  -  -  -  312,535 
Grants  of  land.  (See  Illinois — Missouri — 
Michigan — Loviiiana —  Wisconsin — J}la- 
bamti — luica  — Indiana — Mississip])i —  The 
Florida,  Jllabama  and  Georgia  Railroad 
Company — Florida — Wabash  and  Erie 
Canal — Hillsborovgh  Coxinty — Mobile  and 
Ohio  Railroad  Company — Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi Railroad  Company —  Wisconsin — 
Clinton    and    Kalamazoo     Canal     Cent-  v 

pany.) 
Graham,  John  Lorimer,  late  postmaster  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  an  act  for  the 
rt  lief  of,         -         -        -         -    725,804,1072 
Graham,  Thomas  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  450,810 
Gratiot,  .John  P.  B.,and  the  legal  represent- 
atives of  Henry  Grat  ot,        -         -      723,787 
Graves,  Samuel,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -         -     856 
Gray,   Robert,  deceased,   the  discoverer  of 
the  Columbia  river,  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  widow  and  children  of,    -        -        -     679 
Gray,  Samuel,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -      400,  810 
Green,  James  S.,  of  Missouri,  1 ,  49, 127,  208,  238, 
267,  374,  429,  483,  503,  642,  643,  736,  822, 
831,  843,  849,  882,  896,  912.  921,  926,  973, 
987,  1017,  1018,1054.  1059 
resolutions  by,  -         -        -         .        64,267 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  refer  the 
Pre.'ident's  annual  message,  concerning 
the  Mexican  war,  &c.,  -        -         .    238 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bil', 
concerning  the  appropriation  for  the  Sa- 
vannah river  and  harbor  improvements, 

&c., 986,987 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill,      -         - 1018,  1019 

Gregory,  Dudley  S.,  of  New  Jersey,     1,  49,  369, 

370,  372,  373,  434,  460,  529,'570,  592,  644, 

679,  699,  746,  867,  1030 

resolutions  by,  -        -       457,  459,  699,  994 

remarks  concerning  the  public  printing  and 

binding, 746 

Grice,  Samuel,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  882,  923, 1072 
Grier,  Samuel  A.,  bill'fbr  the  relief  of,  641,  698 
Griffin,  Anna,  of  Wyoming  county.  Slate  oi' 

New  York,  bill  for  relief  of,  -        -      400,810~     • 
Grinnell,  Joseph,  of  Ma.ssarhusetts,  1,  25,  57,  64, 
82,  94,  130,  152,  154,  197,  208,  237,  240, 
245,  311,  360,  372,  398,  401,  433,  438,  452, 
463,  519,  536,  548,  592,  656,  679,  723,  744, 
769,  770,  788,  792,  797,  849,  867,  882,  923, 
940,  943,  1029,  1031,  1054,  1063 
resolutions  by,  -         -         -  57, 94, 457,  537 

remarks  on   the  proposition   to   refer  the 
President's  agnual  message,  concerning 
the  true  bounds  of  Texas,  &c.,      -         -     259 
remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  -        -        -      370,372 
remarks  on  the  bill  requiring  all  moneys 
received  from  customs  to  be  paid  into 
the  public  treasury,       .         -         -         -     465 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,  -         .         .  1020 

Gurley,  Rev.  Mr.,  elected  Chaplain,    -        -      24 

H. 
Hale,  Artemas,  of  Mass.,   -      1,49,56,363,786 
resolution  by,  ------     456 

Hall  of  Representatives,  granted  for  the  use 

of  the  Colonization  Society,  -         -     135 

proposition  to  provide  a  new,  (fee,    -        -    836 

Hall,  Nathan  K.,  of  New  York,  1,  25,  49,  .56,  .57, 

60,  82,  85,  94,  104,  146,  166,  263,  264,  267, 

312,  327,  337,  363,  390,  402,  421,  422,  433, 

447,  4.52,  459,  460,  519,  521.  525,  526,  536, 

.562,  570,  590,  615,  622,  637,  675,  739,  744, 

763,  782,  787,  806,  849,  850,  877,  882,  902, 

924,  944,  950,  951,  1007,  1018,  1019,  1024, 

1032,1041,1049,1053,1080 

resolutions  by,  -        -  94.263,327,390 

remarks  on  the  bill  requiring  all  moneys 

received  from  customs  to  be  paid   into 

the  public  treasury,       -         -      466,  474,  475 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  paying  the  Texas 

volunteers,    ------     739 

remarks  on  army  appropriation  liill.   1036,  1038 

Hall,  Willard  P.,  of  Missouri,  1,60,  7:?,  129,  130, 

207,  269,  327,  380,  381,  433,  4.')9,  483,  536, 

562,  713,  738,  735,  940,  942,  970,  992,  1007, 

1024,  1046,  1073 

resolutions  by,  -        -        -       64,267,459 
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Hall,  Williard  P.,  of  Missouri- 
remarks  on    llie  proposition    lo   refer  the 
Presideni's  annual  message,  concerning 
tlie  Mexican  war,  and  the  refusal  of  the 
President  to  furnish  all  the  correspond- 
ence   touching   the    relations  with    that 
country,  -         -  ... 

retnarks  on  bill  to  pay  Texas  volunteers, 
remmks  concerning  the  finances  of  Gov- 
ernment,       .         -         -         - 
Hallenbcck,   Ruth,   bill  granting  a  pension 

to,         -        -        -         -       ■-        -     400,810 

Halstead,  Henry  N.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  698,787 
Hamer,  General  Thomas  L.,  late   a  repre- 
sentative elect  from  Ohio,  his  death  an- 
nounced,        ------     69 

Hftmilton,  Alexander,  an  act  authorizine;  the 

purchase  of  the  papers  of,     -      725,  900,  948 

Hammons,D.iviil,  of  Maine,  1,  60,  104,  154,  181, 

269,  298,  322,  373,  571,  64],  698,  735,  788, 

850,  855,  880,  952,  1050,  1059,  1062 

resolutions  by,  -         .         -         -        93,  301 

announces  the  death  of  John  Fairfield,  a 

Senator  from  Maine,     -         -         -        -       72 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  the  Texas  vol- 
unteers,        -         -         -        -       739,  740,  741 

remarks  on  bill  to  regulate  the  appointment 
of  clerks  in  the  several  departments,     -     802 
Hampton,  Elisha,and  others,  of  the  State  of 

lown,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -         -         -1063 

Hampton,  M^ses,  of  Pennsylvania,       1,  25,  284, 

361,  450,  452,  461,  505,  642,  764,  771,  835, 

836,  872,  875,  1019,  1020,  1040,  1053 

resolutions  by,  -         .         -        -       95,  764 

remarks  on  ihe  President's  veto  of  the  bill 

for  improvement  of  harbors  and  rivers,     450 

remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill,  -  1040 

Hampton,  James  G.,  of  New  Jersey,       1,  49,  56, 

322,  360,  459,  461,  679,  693,  744,  867,  902, 

908,  939,  942,  969,  1030 

resolution  by,  ------     874 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill,    939, 

969,  970 
Haralson,  Hugh  A.,  of  Georsia,    1,  41,  153,  180, 
278,  284,  294,  298,  319,  344,  369,  375,  398, 
448,  463,  516,  523,  537,  .550,  563,  564,  616, 
766,  803,  855,  894,  930,  935, 940, 947,  1010, 
1012,  1033,  1034,  1039,  1040,  1041,  1054 
resolutions  liy,  -         -     268,  868,  873,  943 

remarks  on  the  President's  veto  of  the  har- 
bor bill,  ------ 

remarks    concernins;    the    resolution    of 

thanks  to  certain  officers  in  Mexico, 
remarks  on  the  deficiency  appropriation 
bill,       -        -        -         -        -        -        - 

remarks  concerning  his  personal  conflict 

with  Mr.  George  W.  Jones, 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriation 
to  bring  home  the  remains  wf  the  officers 
and  soldiers  who  fell  in  Mexico,  - 
remarks  on  the  bill   to  indemnify  individ- 
uals for  advances  made  to  volunteers, 

551,  5.52,  563 
remarks   on  the  subject  of  the  abducted 
slaves,  concerning  the  privileges  of  mem- 
bers, dec,      ------     652 

remarks  concerning  the  establishment  of  a 

territorial  irovernment  in  Oregon,  -     789,  790 
remarks  concernins:  the  mail  service  along 

the  coast  of  the  Utnted  States,        -         -     900 
remarks  on   the  joint  resoluimn  providing 
extra  pay  lo  the  army,  and  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  certain  officers,    -         -     935,936 
Harbor    of  New    York,    bill   appropriating 

money  to  remove  the  sunken  rocks  in,      548 
Harbor  improvement.-^,  resolutions  declara- 
tive of  the  power  of  Congress  to  make,  58,  62 
remarks  concerning  the  right  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  to  make,   ]31,  141,  143,  145 
memorial  of  the  Chicago  convention  con- 
cerninir,         ------     852 

resolutions   of  the   Committee   on    Com- 
merce relatin-  to,  869,  871,  894,  900,  918 
proposition  to  print  ten  thousand  copies  of 

the, 936 

Harl)or  bill,  the  President's  veto  of  the,  and 

discussion  and  action  thereon,       .30,  39,  181, 

450,  459,  639 

remarks  tliereon,  by — 

Mr.  Hayly,         .         -         - 

Mr.  Hamilton,  - 

Mr.  Haralson, 

Mr.  Pellit, 

Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania, 


35 
381 
435 
453 

504 
550, 


35 
450 
35 
39 
35 


Harbor  bill,  remarks  thereon,  by — 

Mr.  Schenck, 36 

Mr.  Vinton, 34 

Harbors,  bill  for  the  improvement  of  cer- 
tain, &c.,       -        -        -     60,181,825,1012 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  preser- 
vation  and   repair  of  the  public  works 
upon  certain  harbors  and  rivers,  and  for 
the  survey  of  certain,      298,  825,  1046,  1047, 
1050,  1052,  1062,  1064 
bill  and  other  propositions,  making  appro- 
priation for  certain  rivers  and,  and  for 
the  survey  of  certain   other  rivers  and 
harbors,       -        -     771,825,835,1041,1042 
debate  concerning  rivers  and,    -         1042,  1043, 
(See  Michigan  City — Buffalo,  .A'eKj  York — 
Chicago —  Vilscomin. ) 
Harding,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     434,  592 
Hardorp,  John,  bill  to  refund  a  penally  remit- 
ted by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  lo,  1030 
Harmanson,  John  H.,  of  Louisiana,      1,  60,  181, 
238,  402,  449,  570,  949 
resolutions  by,  -        -         -        58,  268,  458 

Harmony,  Manual  X.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      563 
Hari>er,    Francis,    late   representative    fi-om 
Pennsylvania,  monument  authorized  to 
be  erected  in  the  Congressional  burj'ing 
ground  to  his  memory,  -         -         -     197 

Harris,  Samuel  W.,  of  Alabama,  1, 103,  268,  995 
Harris,  Oliver  C,  bill  for  relief  of,    699,  726, 1050 
Haskell,  William  T.,  of  Tennessee,      1,129,  178, 
304,  330,  435,  548,  572,  784,  873,  929,  1045 
resolution  by,  -         -----       73 

remarks  on   the  bill  granting  bounty  land 

to  the  military  forces  in  Mexico,  -         -     434 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  ap|iropriation 
to  bring  home  the  remains  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  who  fell  in  Mexico,  -        -     504 
remarks  on   the   proposition   to   print  the 
correspondence   between  General   Scott 
and  the  War  Department,  concerning  the 
Mexican  war,       -         -        -         -      517, 523 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  congratula- 
tion to  France,       -        -         -      574,  576,  577 
remarks   on   the  subject  of  the  abducted 
slaves,  and  concerning  slavery,  the  priv- 
ileges of  members,  &c.,         -      653,  654,  655 
remarks  on  the  resolution  providing  extra 
pay  to  the  army,  and  for  the  continuance 
of  certain  offices,   -        -         -         -     934,935 

Ha.ssler,  Anna  J.,  bill  for  relief  of,  785,  875,  ltl72 
Hasiings,  Lewis,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -      400,  810 
Haup,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -      779,787 

Healy,  Bethiah,  the  widow  of  George  Healy, 

deceased,  bill  granting  a  pension  to,      -     882 
Hemp,  American,  for  the  use  of  the  navy, 
joint  resolution  relative  to  contracts  for 
the  purchase  of,    571,  598,  604,  639,  683,  725 
Hening,  Gardner,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     856 

Henley,  Thomas  J.,  of  Indiana,    1,  12,  14,  16,  17, 
49,  57,  95,  103,  126,  140,  141,  178,  181, 197, 
257,  263,  269,  281,  .304,  312,  362,  368,  411, 
438,  4.39,  449,  450,  4.53,  505,  527,  529,  583, 
641,  686,  699,  745,  747,  766,  779,  797,  822, 
877,   896,  920,  921,  929,  930,  931,  1050, 
1081,  1082 
resolutions  by,  -      -  16,  154,  181,  459,  745 

remarks  concerning  the  one-hour  rule,  ■    -       44 
remarks  on   the   proposition    to   refer  the 
President's     message,    concerning    the 
Mexican    war,    and    in    defence  of  the 
Administration,     -----     246 

personal  explanation  by,  -         -         -         -     266 

remarks  on  the  propo.sition  to  print  the 
memorial  of  the  representatives  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends 
of  New  England,  concerning  the  Mexi- 
can war, 329, 330 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  supply  deficiencies 
in  appropriations,  concerning  the  prin- 
ciples of  General  Taylor,  &c.,  &,c  ,     395,  396 
remarkson  the  bill  to  fU'ovide  for  additional 

exatniners  in  the  Patent  Office,      -         -     400 
remarks  on    the  proposition   to  print   the 
annual   report  of  the  Commissioner  of 

Patents, 482 

remarks  concerning*  the  Scott  correspond- 
ence, and  the  management  of  the  Mexi- 
can war,         -        -         -      .583,  .584,  .585,  .586 
remarks  concerning  the  printing  and  l)ind- 

ing,  as  dcme  by  the  contract  system,  746,  747 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend   the  charter 
of  Washington  city,      -        -        -     766,767 
Hennington,  Charily,  bill  for  tlie  relief  of,   -  1026 


Henrie,  Captain  Dan  Drake,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of,  548 

Henry,  William,  of  Vermont,      -        -         -         1 
resolution  by, 456 

Henry,  Dr.  A.  G.,  of  Illinois,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of,  398,535 

Herring,  Charity,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  1068 

Hibbart,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -      400,810 
Hickey's  Analysis  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  proposition  to  purchase 

copies  of, 1080 

Hickman,  Edna,  wife  of  Alexander  D.  Peck, 

bill  for  the  relief  of,       -        -        -     449,592 

Hildreth,  Mrs.  Sarah,  bill  for  relief  of,      322,  535 

Hill,  Henry  L.  W.,  of  Tennessee,        1,  433.  999 

Hilliard,  Henry  W.,  of  Alabama,  1, 18,  47,  48,  56, 

64,  108,  153,  154,  521,  548,  564,  572,  583, 

711,  726,  779,  790,  817,  857,  861,  874,  889, 

929,  943,  948,  951,  990,  1024,  1062,  1064 

resolution  by, 12,  943 

remarks  concerning  the  progress  and  oper- 
ations of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,     47,  49 
remarks  concerning  the  proposed  charge 
to  Rome,       ------     430 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,  concerning   the 
Mexican  war,  &c,,        -        -    565,791,1021 
remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  congratula- 
tion to  the  French  people,     -        -     572,  573 
remarks  on   the  proposition  to  print   the 

Scott  correspondence,    -       689,  690,  692,  693 
remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill, 
concerning  the  Wilmot  proviso,  party 
organization,  principles,  &c.,  -         -     889 

Hillaty,  Regnal,  alias  Nick  Hillary,  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  repre- 
sentatives of,  -  -  152, 263,  300,  422 
Hillsborough  county,  Florida,  hill  to  confirm 
the  location  and  to  grant  a  quarter  sec- 
tion of  public  lands  for  the  county  site 

of, 725,  950 

Hinds,  Lieutenant  Bartlett,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of,  .         -        -         -     774 
Hockett,  John  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  152,  263, 

300,  598 
Hoffman,  Catharine,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  698,  787 
Hodges,  Benjamin,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

Tegal  representatives  of,       154,  300,  764,  784, 
Hogan,  William,  administrator  of  Michael 

Ho2>an,  deceased,  bill  for  relief  of,     152,  263, 

300,  422 
Hogan,  John,  appropriation  to  pay  claim  of,  1059 
Hogeboom,  Abraham,   bill   for  the  relief  of 

the  legal  representatives  of,  294,  391,  680 

Hoggatt,  Nathaniel,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  312 
Holland,  William  T.,  bill  for  relief  of,  322,  535 
Holley,  John  M.,  a  representative  of  New 

York, 1 

his  death  announced,        -        -        -        -     503 

concerning  his  funeral  expenses,       -        -     794 
proposition  to  pay  the  widow  of,  the  mile- 
age due,         -----     824,  825 

Holmes,  Elias  B.,  of  New  York,  1,  56,  57,  60, 130, 

154,  238,  240,  244,  263,  298,  308,  309,  319, 

377,  383,  291,  402,  421,  431,  459,  461,  519, 

548,  590,  624,  638,  693,  744,  762,  774,  802, 

841,  849,  856,  864,  874,  882,  897,  923,  987, 

1031,  1047,  1054,  1058 

resolutions  by,  .        -        -       14,  390,  459, 

his  eulogium  upon  the  life  and  character 

of  John  duincy  Adams,        ...     335 

Holmes,  Elisha  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -     400 

Holmes,  Isaac  E.,  of  South  Carolina.   1,  4,  46, 103, 

143,  146,  153,  221,  241,  268,  269,  311,  319, 

339,  .363,  400,  536,  ,590,  598,  599,  631,  641, 

642,  682,  691,  713,  772,  786.  796,  797,  817, 

822,  833,  849,  875,  877,  892,  929,  943,  951, 

961,  995,  1012,  1015,  1026,  1030,  1052,  1064 

resolutions  by,  38,  58,  268,  363,  848,  1027,  1052 

remarks  concerning  the  proposition  toJiave 

a    standing    committee    on     commerce 

among  the  States,  -        -        -        -       17 

resolutions  by,  declarative  of  the  policy 
which  should  govern  the  further  prose- 
cution of  the  war  with  Mc.vico,    -         -       38 
remarks  on  the  refusal  of  the  President  to 
furnish  all  the  correspondence  and  in- 
structions  touching   the  relations   with 
Mexico,         -        -        -        -         -        -     167 

remarks  concerning  the  affairs  in  Yucatan 

and  the  proposed  aid  to  thatGovernment,     711 
remaiks  concerning  indemnity  to  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  the  United  Slates  sloop 
of  war  Peacock  for  losses,  &c.,     -        -    831 
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Holmes,  Isaac  E.,  of  South  Carolina — 
remarks  concernins;  the  custom-house  in 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  -         -     878 

Holion,  Francis  M.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  562,  698 
Hopkins,  Colonel  David,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  399 
Hornbeck,   John    W.,    representative   from 

Pennsylvania,        ---,.-         1 
death  of,  announced  by  Mr.  Brodhead,^   -    214 
resolution  concerning  funeral  expenses  of,     311 
action  of  the  House  concerning  the  pay, 
'    and  mileage  and  funeral  expenses  of,    -    527 
Horner,  Robert  E.,  elected  doorkeeper,       -       14 
Horses,  bill  to  revive  the  act  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of,  and  other  property  lost 
or  destroyed  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  approved  January  18, 
1837,  and  the  acts  amendatory  of  the 
same,    -        -        -     269,  329,  449,  864,  1049, 
bill  providing  for  the  payment  of,  and  other 
properly  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,  -         -         -     398 
Horton,  Ira  T.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -         -    835 
House  of  Representatives,  its  organization,  -         2 
proposition  to  amend  the  rules  of  the,     3, 12, 14, 
18,20,24,43,47,49 
hours  of  meeting  fixed,  1, 537,  857, 922, 932, 1012 
calls  of  the,       -----      926,928 
Houston,  George  S.,  of  Alabama,      1,  39,  47,  56, 
59,  61,  62,  64,  83,  94,  100,  104,  126,  140, 
167,  170,  202,  203,  269,  298,  303,  304,  308, 
343,  432,  438,  448,  455,  459,  505,  514,  528, 
529,  571,  698,  713,  717,  723,  730,  782,  792, 
793,  794,  800,  818,  824,  825,  850,  867,  891, 
892,  897,  900,  901,  904,  905,  908,  920,  924, 
925,  926,  928,  930,  841,  944,  948,  995,  999, 
1006,  1010,  1039,  1040,  1046,  1047,  1057, 
1058,  1059,  1064,  1082 
resolutions  by,  -        -        -        64,308,818 

remarks  concerning  the  appointment  of  ad- 
ditional clerks  in  the  iPension  Office,       71,  72 
remarks  on  the  refusal  of  the  President  to 
furnish  all  the  correspondence  and   in- 
structions touching   the   relations  with 

Mexico, 168,  169 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  concerning  the 

finances,  &c.,         -----     353 
remarks  concerning  the  reduction   of  the 
number  of  general  officers  on  the  close 

of  the  war, 681,682 

remarks  on   the  proposition   to  print  the 

Scott  correspondence,   -       688,  689,  690,  693 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  paying  the  Texas 
volunteers,.  ------     740 

remarks  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Expenditures,   on    the  finances  of  the 
Government,         -  •      -       799,  800,  805,  807 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  payment  of  interest 

on  advances  by  the  State  of  Alabama,  -     851 
remarks  concerning  the  letter  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs,  -        -        -  1069 
personal  explanation  by,  -        -         -         -     699 

Houston,  John  W.,  of  Delaware,  1,25,57,95,105, 
135,  165,  197,  244,  257,  309,  344,  376,  381, 
412,  434,  458,  505,  536,  564,  572,  654,  684, 
692,  693,  708,  710,  724,  744,  748,  771,  777, 
779,  785,  843,  849,  853,  861,  916,  931,  1054 
resolutions  by,         -        25,  27,  57,  95,  825,  856 
remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,      538 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  appoint- 
ment of  clerks  to  office,  .        -        -     803 
remarks  on  the  plan  of  voting  by  machine,     856 
remarks  on  the  bills  to  establish  territorial 
governments  in  Oregon,  California,  and 
New  Mexico,        -        -        -  1007,  1018 
Howe,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -        -    923 
Howison's  report  on  Oregon,  proposition  to 

print, 400 

Hubbard,  Samuel  D.,  of  Connecticut,    1,  82,  104, 

208,  337,  401,  642,  867,  1054 

Hudson,  Charles,  of  Massachusetts,  1,  12,  64,  93, 

102,  270,  374,  402,  421,  454,  529,  638,  764, 

768,  797,  803,  849,  857,  916,  921,  922,  925, 

926,  928,  946,  995,  1050, 1070 

resolution  by, 93 

remarks  concerning  the  delay  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  in  reporting 
the  appropriation  bills,  -         .         .         -     266 
remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  concerning  the 

condition  of  the  finances,       -         -         -    355 
announces  the   death,  and   eulogizes  the 

life  and  character  of  Mr.  Adams,  -         -     385 
remarks  on  the  bill  requiring  all  moneys 
received   from  customs  to  be  paid  into 
the  public  treasury,       .        -        -        -     475 


Hudson,  Charles,  of  Massachusetts — 
remarks  concerning  the  pay,  mileage,  and 
funeral  expenses  of  the  late  John  W. 

Hornbeck, 528 

remarks  on   the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Expenditures,  on  the  condition  of  the 
finances,        -        -        -        -        -     798,  799 
remarks  concerning  the  appropriation  for 

the  coast  survey,  -         -        -        -     938,  939 
remarks  concerning  the  auditing  and  set- 
tling the  accounts  of  Massachusetts  and 
other  States  for  services  of  militia,      940,  941 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill, 
concerning  the  appropriation  for  the  Sa- 
vannah river,        -        -        -      956, 957, 963 
Hudson  river,  bill  making  appropriations  to 
improve  and  remove  obstructions  to  the 
navigation  of,  above  and  below  the  city 
of  Albany,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  -    264 
Hunt,  Washington,  of  New  York,     1,  42,  49,  56, 
62,64,82,208,237,294,298,303,  304,  311, 
337,  363,  38],  383,  391,  398,  41],  421,  431, 
432,  434,  438,  447,  449,  450,  454,  456,  460, 
465,  529,  542,  548,  563,  620,  622,  639,  641, 
771,  784,  788,  792,  801,  808,  810,  833,  850, 
867,  875,  877,  887,  894,  916,  923,  926,  930, 
931,  937,  939,  962,  1012,  1030,  1043,  ]045, 
1046,  1047,  105t),  1052,  1053,  1054,  1058, 
1062, 1063,1082 
resolutions  by,    -        -        3,  57,  303,  867,  1080 
remarks  on  the  bill  requiring  all  moneys  for 

customs  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury,   464,  465 
announces  the  death  of  John  M.  Holley, 

late  a  representative  from  New  York,  -     503 
, remarks  concerning  the  latitude  of  debate,     795 
remarks  concerning  marine  hospitals,    836,  837 
remarks  on  the  reference  of  the  memorial 
of  the  Chicago  convention,  in  favor  of 
river  and  harbor  improvements,  and  the 
report  thereon,       -    ,     -       852,871,894,895 
remarks  on  the  harbor  bill,       -  1052,  1053 

Hunter,  Alexander,  marshal  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  resolution   concerning  the 

petition  of, 390 

joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of,         -        -     449 
Huntington,  Janette  C,  widow  and  sole  ex- 
ecutrix  of,,  William    D.    Cheever,    de- 
ceased, an  act  for  the  relief  of,       -         -     725 
Huntington,  Jabez  W.,  late  a  Senator  from 

Connecticut,  his  death  announced,         -       20 
Hundorp,  John,  bill  to  refund  a  penalty  re- 
mitted by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury,       679 

Hutchinson,   Thompson,   act  for  the  relief 

of,         ------     726,  952 

Hutinach,  Francis,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    449,  592 

I. 

Illinois,  bill  granting  lands  to  aid  in  construc- 
tion of  the  Central  railroad,  the  Terre- 
Hauie  and  St.  Louis  railroad,  and  the 
Northern  Cross-cut  railroad  in,  -  -  60 
bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of,  alternate  sec- 
tions of  land  along  the  line  of  the  Cairo 
and  Chicago  railroad,  to  aid  in  its  com- 
pletion,   181 

bill  to  grant  a  quantity  of  land  to  the-  State 
of,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  opening 
the  navigation  of  the  Kakakee  and  Iro- 
quois rivers,  so  as  to  connect  with  the 
Illinois  and  Michigan  canal,  which  con- 
nects the  upper  lakes  with  the  Missis- 
sippi river,    ------    380 

(See     Courts Cumberland    Road Mail 

Routes. ) 
bill  granting  to  the  State  of,  the  right  of 
way,  and  a  donation  of  public  lands  for 
making  a  railroad  and    connecting  the 
upper  and   lower  Mississippi  with  the 
chain  of  northern  lakes  at  Chicago,  725,  867, 
1027, 1070,  1071 
bill  to  grant  lands   to  the  inhabitants  of 
township  18  north,  of  ranges  1  and  2  of 
the  fourth  principal  meridian  of  the  State 
of,  for  school  purposes,          .         -         -     950 
1)ill  to  grant  other  lands  in  lieu  of  the  16th 
sections  to  the  school  commissioners  of 
township  2  north,  range  9  west,  of  the 
4th  principal  meridian,  in  the  county  of 
Adams, 

Improvements.     (See  Rock  River Missis- 
sippi.) 

Indemnity  to  officers  and  crews  of  naval  ves- 
sels.   (See  JVoDj/.) 


Index  for  private  claims,  resolution  authori- 
zing the  Clerk  to  have  prepared  an,  and 
debate  thereon,  -  -  140,152,257,263 
Indiana,  bill  to  grant  to  the  trustees  of  tf)wri- 
ship  38  north,  of  range  5  ea.st,  in  the 
county  of  Elkhart,  so  much  public  land 
as  may,  with  the  fractional  sixteenth 
section  therein,  make  up  an  entire  sec- 
tion,              -         -     950 

bill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  reserved  township 
in  Gibson  county,  -         .         -         .     923 

bill  granting  to  the  State  of,  the  refuse 
lands  within   her  limits,  for   education 
and  other  purposes,       -         -         -         .     269 
bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
surrender  certain  bonds  of  the  State  of, 
held  by  the  United  States,  to  tjie  agent  of 
the  State,       -----  779,  1071 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,       -     322,459 
bill  granting  to  the  State  of,  the  right  of 
way,  and  a  donation  of  public  land,  for 
making  a  railroad  from  New  Albany  to 
the  Wabash  river,  opposite  Mount  Car- 

mel, 874 

bill  to  surrender  to  the  State  of,  so  much 
of  the  Cumberland  road  as  lies  within 
said  Stale,     -        -        .        -    875,  881,  1050 
Indian  AiKiirs,  the  Committee  on,         -  19,  64 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the,    73,  181,  268, 

344,  457 
reports  from  the,      64,  152,  197,  563,  774,  8 17 
bills  reported  from  the,   152,  399,  462,  562,  680, 
774,779,  836,874,951,  1049 
discharged  from  subjects,  -  951,  1049,  1080 

Indian  Department,  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  current  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty 
stipulations  with  the  various  Indian 
tribes.  Tor  the  year  ending  30th  June, 
1849,  264,  476,  505,  523,  537,  864,  884,  887, 
901,  904,  908,  931,  995 
remarks  on  the,  by — 

Mr.  Barringer, 904 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,       -     904,905 
Mr.  McKay,     -        -         -        -        -    905 

Mr.  Stanton, 905 

Indian  hostilities.     (See  Oregon.) 
Indian  reservation  of  land,  bill  to  relinquish 
the  reversionary  interest  of  the   United 
States  in  a  certain,  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, -------    8S2 

Indian  territory,  bill  to  provide  for  the  organ- 
ization of  an,  west  of  the  Mississippi 

river, 874 

Indian  treaties.     {See  Reservations  of  Land.) 
Indian  volunteers  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  bill  for  the  payment 
of  a  company  of,  -         -         -         -         -     6g3 
Indians,  New  York,  bill  to  refund  to  the,  the 
moneys  withheld  from  them  by  Janns 
Stugker,  sub-agent,  appointed  for  said 
Indians  by  the  United  States,         -         -     459 
Cherokees,  in  North  Carolina,  bill  for  the 

relief  of  the,  -        -        -      779,787,817 

(See  Wyandots,  Delawares,  and  Shnirnees.) 
Inge,SamuelW.,  of  Alabama,  1,73,180,237,309, 
373,  426,  454,  459,  519,  522,  651,  902,  926, 
951,974,1040 
remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  .         -         -     373 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the 
correspondence  between  General  Scott 
and  the  War  Department,  concerning 
the  Mexican  war,  -        -        -      521,  523 

remarks  on    the  subject  of  the  abducted 
slaves,  privileges  of  members,  &c.,     651,  652 
Ingersoll,  Charles  J.,  of  Pennsylvania,      1,  3,  16, 
18,  25,39,  41,  43,  47,  48,49,56,57,58,60, 
61,  62,  65,  93,  94,  120,  127,  154,  166,  168, 
304,  307,  308,  377,  390,  391,  412,  430,  43J, 
438,  525,  570,  572,  577,  675,  744,  762,  768, 
769,  779,  784.  796,  895,  896,  920,  931,  944, 
948,  1040,  1043,   1052,  1058,  1069,   J070, 
1072,  1081 
resolutions  by,   -  3,  57,  94,  197,  343,  638,  1068 
remarks  on  the  refusal  of  the  President  to 
furnish  all   the  correspondence  and   in- 
structions   touching   the   relations  with 

Mexico, 169,  170 

remark;?  touching  the  sub-treasury,  on  the 
bill  making  appropriatic^i  to  supply  de- 
ficiency in  former  i\ppropiia(ion.«,       392,  393 
remarks  on  the   bill   to  provide   fur  addi- 
tional examiners  in  the  Patent  Office,    -     401 
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Ingersnll,  Charles  J.,  of  Pennsylvania — 
remarks  on   the  bill   to  supply  deficiency 
ill  appropriation,  cnncerniii^  Cadmlicity, 
the  proposed   mission  to  Romp,&c.,      -     439 
remarks  on  the  resolution  of  congratulation 

to  France, 574,  577 

remarks  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 
alidiicted  slaves,  the  privileges  of  mem- 
bers, (fcc, 649 

remarks  concerning  latitude  of  debate,  795,  796 
remarks  cor)cerniiio-   the  purchase  of  the 

papers  of  Mr.  Jefferson,         ...     920 

remarks  concerning  the  militia  claims  of 

Massachusetts,      -         -         .         .      940,  941 

Ingersoll,  Joseph  R.,  of  Pennsylvania,    1,  24,  25, 

41,  44,  60,  62,  94,  152,  J78,  197,  238,  264, 

311,  372.  398,  412,  418,  432,  433,  449,  453, 

457,  460,  549,  589,  620,  637,  638,  642,  665, 

679,  708,  712,  762,  774,  784,  788,  794,  797. 

803,  825,  835,  836,  868,  872,  878,  882,  884, 

925,  926, 933, 935,  939,  943,  945,  1026, 1049, 

1062,  1070,  1080 

resolutions  by,        -         -     18,94.343,679,951 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  theSupreme 

Court  of  the  United  Slates,  -       398,  399,432 
remarks  on  the  right  of  a  man  to  change 
his  name,      --.... 
remarks  on  the  resolution  of  congratula- 
tion to  France,       -         -         -         .         . 
remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  foreign 

mail  service,  ....      620,  621 

remarks  concerning  the  contested  election 

from  New-York,  -         -         -         -         . 

remarks  on   the  subject  of  the  abducted 

slaves,  concerning  slavery,  the  privileges 

of  members,  &c.,  -         -         -         - 

remarks  conctrning  the  affairs  ofYucatan, 

and  the  proposed  aid  to  that  people,   710,  711 
remarkson  the  bill  declaratory  of  the  rights 

of  naturalized  citizens,  -         -         -      821,822 
remarks  on  the  memorial  against  the  mo- 
ni>poly  and  exactions  of  the  New  Jer- 
sey railroad  and  canals,  ... 
remarks  in  favor  of  an  appropriation  for  a 
fort  on  Pea-Patch  Island,       -         -         - 
remarks  concerning  the  appropriation  for 
the  coast  survey,  -         -         -         .         _ 
Insolvent  debtors  of  the  United  States,  bill 
to   reeiiact    and    continue    in    operation 
certain  acts  for  the  relief  of,  -         -         . 
Inspectors   in   the  district  of  New  Orleans, 
bill  authorizing  an  additional  number  of. 
Internal  improvements,  resolution  affirming 
the  power  of  the  Federal  Government 
to  construct  works  of,  .         -         -  58,  62 
resolution  ilenying  the  power  of  Congress 
to  approprime  money  to  construct  works 
of,  in  the  Stales,    -----     179 
remaiks   concerning   the   power  of  Con- 

gre.-s  to  construct  works  of,   131,141,143,145 
statistics  of  expenditures  for  works  of,  and 
retnarks  (hereon,  -----     913 
International  Exchanges,  bill  to  regulate  the 
exchange  of  certain  documents  and  other 
publications  of  Congress,    723,  811,  828,  852 
bill  to  facilitate,  by  the  use  of  the  franking 

riivilegp, 983,  1049 

Internal  trsrde  and  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  bill  to  provirle  for  obtaining  accu- 
rate returns  and  aimual  stalementaof  the,     459 
Invalid  pensions,  the  Committee  on,    -         -       20 
rpsohitions  of  instruction  to  the,         57,  94,  344 
bills  reported  from  the,   103,  154,  2.38,  322,  400, 
449,  4GI,  463,  5G2,  563,  698,  779,  8.56,  9.53, 
994,  1006,  1050 
reports  from  the,     103,  197,  2.38,  322,  449,  562, 
563,  698,  779,  855,  856,  1050 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  sub- 
jects,     -        -     177,  698,  855,  856,  994,  1050 
(See  Penxiovs.) 
lowu,  lull  to  amend  an  act  granting  certain 
laiul.s  to  the  Territory  of,  to  aid  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  Des 
Moine.'f  river,  approved  August  8,  1846, 
bill  to  dotiaie  to  the  Slate  of,  certain  alter- 
nate sections  of  the  public  lands,  to  aid 
in  (he  construction   of  a   railroad   from 
Davenport  to  the  Council  Cluffs,  on  the 
Missi.ssippi  river,           -         -         .         . 
resolutions  of  the  Le<;islature  of, 
Irvin,  Alexander,  of  Pennsylvania,       -         .  ^ 

Iverson,  Alfred,  of  Georgia,  1,  4.39,  449,  457,  680, 
951,967,999,1063 
reaolulion  by 457 
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438 
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Iverson,  Alfred,  of  Georgia — 

remarks  on   the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill, 
concerning   harbor   improvements,    the 
veto  power,  and   the  appropriation  for 
the   Savannah   river,  General   Taylor's 
opinions.  Whig  policy,  &c.,          -     962,963 
Jackson,  David  S.,  of  New  York,        -         -         1 
report  concerning  claim  to  his  seat,  536,  616,643 
Jackson,  Je-sse  W.,  bill  for  relief  of,    -      400,  810 
Jackson  Monument  Association,  joint  reso- 
lution granting  to  the,  certain  brass  guns 
and  mortars  captured  by  General  Jack- 
son,        1045 

Jackson,  John,  bill  for  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  -  1049 
James,  the  schooner,  bill  to   authorize  the 

issuing  of  a  res^ister  to,  -         .         -     867 

James  Mitchell,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  own- 
ers of  the  ship,      ---.#-     683 
Jameson,  John,  of  Missouri,    1,  15,  16,56,60,95, 
126,  129,  130,  156,  177,  178,  180,  519,  603, 
664,  675,  896,  991,  1030 
resolutions  by,  .        -         -  14^  64,  268 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  refer  the 
President's  annual  message,  concerning 
the  Mexican  war,  (Sec,  ...     189 

personal  explanation  by,  -         -         -         -     221 
remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill,  -  1037 
Jefferson,  Thomas,  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  manuscript  papers  of,      919,  948 
Jenkins,  Timothy,  of  New  York,    1,  64,  94,  360, 
391,  402,  449,  461,  643,  812,  931,  995 
his  report  on  the  contested  election  from 

New  York, 646 

Jett,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 

representatives  of,  -         .         -         -     ggO 

Johnson,  Andrew,  of  Tennessee,        1,  48,  57,  82, 
85.  103,  104.  105.  120.  179,  181,  263,  267, 
3)2,  380,  383,  423,  529,  675,  728,  786,  787, 
811,  849.  852,  857,  860.  862,  881,  882,  892, 
920,  985,  991,  992,  1028,  1030,  1050 
resolutions  by,  179,  268,  457,  811,  879,  937 

his  resolution  for  rotation  in  office,  -         -     457 
remarks  concerning  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution and  the  report  of  the  regents,      49,  105 
remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  additional  clerks  in  the  Pension 
Office,  -         -         -        -         -        -         -     223 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  addi- 
tional examiners  in  the  Patent  Office,  400,  403 
remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  congratula- 
tion to  France, 610 

remarks  concerning  negroes  in  the  East, 

&c.,  in  explanation,       ....     637 
remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  appoint- 
ment of  plerks  to  office,  -      800,  801,  803 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  improve 
certain  avenues  in  Washington  city,         944, 

945,  946 
Johnson,  John  M.,  elected  postmaster  of  the 

House,  -         -         ...         -       14 

Johnson,  Israel,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    -         -     680 
Johnson,  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -      449,  592 
Johnson,  Marcus  Fulton,  bill  for  relief  of,  312,535 
Johnson,  Walter  R.,  bill  providing  for  the 
payment  of  the  claims  of,  against  the 
United  States,       -         -         -       154,  197,  423 
John.son,  H.  D.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -      788,  810 
Johnson,  James  H.,  of  New  Hampshire,      1,  60, 
104,  207,  270,  361,772 
Johnson,  Colonel  R.  M.,  remarks  concerninjr 

his  Indian  school,  537,  538,  1031,  1039,  1045 
bill  to  compensate,  for  the  erection  of  cer- 
tain buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Choctaw 
academy,       -         -    '     -         -         -1049,1072 
Johnson,  Robert  W  ,  of  Arkansas.    1,  56.  60,  64, 
84,  85,  93, 178,  221,  238,  268, 269,  329,  373, 
422,  436,  4.52,  453,  506.  519,  529,  538,  550, 
590,  622,  641,  690,  699,  712,  726,  735,  736, 
753,  771,  782,  832,  835,  837,  853,  887,  901, 
908,  930,  951,  1010,  1022,  1046,  1054 
resolutions  by,  •         -        -        -     438,  459,  877 
remarks  on  the  bill  providing  bounty  land 

to  soldiers  in  Mexico,    -         -         -         -     448 
remarks    on     the    military    bill    granting 

bounty  to  volunteers,     -         -         -         -     673 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  the  ad- 
ministrator of  Colonel  Archibald  Yell,  of 
Arkansas,  mileage,  &c.,         -         -      880,881 
remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill,     939 
remarks  concerning  the  mileage  to  messen- 
gers with  returns  of  Presidential  election,     940 
remarks  on  the  Cherokee  claim,        -         -   1026 
announces  the  death  of  Chester  Ashley, 
late  a  Senator  from  Arkansas,        -         -     713 


Jones,  George  W.,  of  Tennessee,  1.  4,  14,  83,  93, 
100,  105,  110,  115,  130,  166,  178,  224,  237, 
263,  281,  307,  336.  337,  343,  359,  376,  390, 
398,  399,  422,  430,  437,  529,  5.50,  558,  563, 
564,  565,  570,  571,  598,  616,  643,  679,  708, 
723,  725,  826,  723,  736,  751,  761,  764,  771, 
772,  781,  756,  804,  821,  823,  825,  826,  828, 
835,  841,  843,  852,  856,  861,  865,  876,  877, 
882,  892,  897,  901,  903,  919,  921,  930,  931, 
943,  946,  951.  999,  1019,  1027,  1039,  1041, 
104G,  1054,  1061,  1062,  1064,  1070,  1071, 
1080,  1081.  1082 
resolutions  by,  58,  70,  93, 129,  179,  457, 877 

remarks  on  the  memorial  against  the  mo- 
nopoly and  exactions  by  the  New  Jer- 
sey railroads  and  canals,  -  .  .  §24 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  allowing 
extra  pay  to  the  army  serving  in  Mex- 
ico, and  for  the  continuance  of  certain 

officers, 932,936 

remarks  concerning  the  appointment  of 
additional  clerks  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment, ---....  -Ji 
remarks  concerning  the  contract  with  the 
railroad  for  carrying  the  great  southern 
mail,  -  .  -  -  115,  128,  129,  130 
remarks  on  the  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  additional  clerks  in  the  Pension 

Office, 224 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  bounty  land 

to  soldiers  in  Mexico,   -         -         -         -     447 
remarksconrerninghis  personal  altercation 

with  Mr.  Haralson,      ...      453,454 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the 
annual   report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Patents,         --.-..     439 
remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  foreign 

mail  service,  -        -         -        .        .     620 

remarks  concerning  the  reduction  of  the 
number  of  general  officers  on  the  close 

of  the  war, 680,681 

remarks  on   the  bill  for  the  purchase  of 

American  hemp,   -----     725 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  the  Texas  vol- 
unteers,          -     739 

remarks  on  the  pension  appropriation  bill,     760 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  amentl  the  charter 

of  Washington  city,      .         .        -        -     767 
remarks  concerning  the  appropriation   to 
improve    the    avenues   in    Washington 
city,      ------      944,946 

Jones,  Thomas  Ap  Catesby,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of,  400 

Jones,  John  W.,  of  Georgia,       -        -   1,17,361 
Jones,  John  Paul,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

heirs  of,         -        -  25,  60,  263,  300,  339,  377 
Jones,  Captain  Samuel,  deceased,  bill  for  the 

relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of,       -     449 
Jones   Elizabeth,  and   the  other  children  of 

John  Carr,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,         -      953 
Journal,  corrections  of,     56,  59,  63,  126,  300,  339 

(See  Expunge.) 
Jones,  Andrew  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        -     398 
Jones  and  Boker,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  339,  449,810 
Jones,  Harvey,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -      322,535 
Judd,  Amzy,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     152,  300 

Judge  of  the  United  States  district  court  for 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  bill  authorizing 
the  appointment  of  an  additional,  -     459 

Judge,  Thomas  L.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -    867 
Judges  of  United   States  courts   in  Virginia, 

concerning  the  pay  of,  &c.,  -        -     877,  878 
Judicial  districts.     (See  Geo)-g-ia — Missouri.) 
Judicial  system  of  the  United  States,  bill  to 
amend  an  act  in  amendment  of  the  acts 
respecting,       .        -        -        -   311,  549,  774 
Judiciary,  the  committee  on  the,  -         -       19 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  the,     57,181,  267, 
329,  343,  390,  398,  456,  4.57,  458,  624,  639, 
823,  835,  868 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  suli- 

jects,    -        61,  152,  238,  679,  836,  1049,  1050 
biilsand  joint  resolutions  from  the,  61,  197,311, 
312,"398,  399,  412,  449,  460,  .549,  .562,  642, 
679,  774,835,  868,  951,  1049 
reports  from  the,       -        -       197,311,642,774 
Jurisdiction,  appellate.     (See  Courts.) 
Juvenile  delinquents  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  society  for  the 
reform  of, 868,  951 

K. 
Kaufman,  David  S.,  of  Texas,  ],  60,  63,  103, 104, 
197,  200,  267,  269,  351,  369,  377,  380,  431, 
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Kaufman,  David  S.,  of  Texas — 

583,  591),  610,  613,  624,  717,. 723,  725,  739, 

741,  762,  769,  774,  779,  792,  822,  835,  859, 

868,  872,  874,  887,  932,  937,  943,  946,  954, 

992,    1006,    1011,  1023,   1044,  1046,  1050, 

1054,  1062,  1070,  1082 

resolutions  by,  -        .        -         .         64,  67 

remarks  concerning  the  true  boundary  of 

Texas, 200 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  the  Texas  vol- 
unteers,        ------     727 

r^Airks  concerning  the  boundary  of  Tex- 
as,        -        #        -        -        -        -     859,  860 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill,       1013,  1014,  1017 
Kavasales,  Photius,  bill  to  change  the  name 

of,  to  Photius  Fisk,       -        -        -        -     460 

Keen,  Elisha  L.,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief 

of  the  administrator  of,  -      154,177,423 

Kellet,  Charles   A.,  bill   to  refund   tonnage 
duties  and  light  money  paid  on  the  Chi- 
nese junk  Kcyins:,         -         .        -        -    548 
Kellogg,  Orlando,  of  New  York,      1,  60,  64,  505, 

727,  797,  843 
resolution  by,  ------     344 

Kennedy,  Joshua,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief 

of, 298,  788,  850 

Kennedy,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -     994 

Kennon,  William,  of  Ohio,  1,  103,  208,  238,  240, 

241,  284,  400,  622,  699,  1054 

resolutions  by,  -        -        -        -     181,527 

remarks  on    the    proposition   to  pay  the 

milea2;e  and  funeral  expenses  of  the  late 

John^W.  Hornbeck,     -        -         -         -    528 

Kentucky,  resolutions  of  Legislature  of,  311,  764 

(See  Coiirts.) 
Kidd,  George  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     269,  329 
King,  Thomas  B.,  of  Georgia,  1,4,56,  60,61,73, 
82,  103,  135,  153,  167,  197,  238,  241,  284, 
285,  309,  322,  372,  399,  400,  431,  459,  460, 
521,  527,  639,  641,  642,  679,  682,  683,  692, 
725,  728,  730,  761,  779,  782,  792,  805,  831, 
833,  838,  839,  841,  842,  865,  900,  916,  925, 
926, 931,  944,  951,953,  954,  987,  995, 1011, 
1059,  1072,  1081 
resolutions  by,  -        58, 179,  268,  457,  1081 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  to  the  Florida, 
Alabama  and  Georgia  Railroad  Com- 
pany the  alternate  sections  of  the  public 
lands  along  the  route  of  the  proposed 

railroad, 376 

remarks  on   the  bill  for  the  purchase  of 

American  hemp,   -----     725 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  indemnify 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States 
sloop  of  war  Peacock  for  losses  of  clo- 
thing, &c.,    831 

remarks  concerning  the  spirit  ration  in  the 
navy,    -  ------     838 

remarks  concerning  the  salaries  of  certain 

officers  in  the  Navy  Department,  -         -     925 
remarks  on   the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill, 
concerning  the  appropriation  for  the  Sa- 
vannah river,         -        -      960,961,981,984 
remarks  on   the  resolution  granting  to  the 
Jackson  Monument  Association  certain 
brass  cannon,        -----  1045 

King,  Daniel  P.,  of  Massachusetts,  1,  25,  56, 126, 
152,  178,  22^  312,  372,  373,  422,  439,  460, 
519,  642,  699,  724,  774,  782,  8U4,  836,  849, 
855,902,931,941,951, 1030,1049, 1053, 1073 
resolutions  by,  -         94,  103,  457,  856,  994 

remarks  on  presenting  the  memorial  of  the 
Society  of  Fr.ends  of  New  England,  on 
the  subject  of  the  Mexican  war,    -        -    329 
remarks  concerning  the  Mexican  war,      -    368 
remarks  on  the  hill  to  provide  for  addition- 
al examiners  in  the  Patent  Office,  -         -     400 
remarks  on   the   proposition   to  print  the 
annual   report  of  the  Commissioner  of 

•      Patents, 483 

remarks  concerning  the  pny  and  funeral 

expenses  of  the  late  J.  W.  Hornbeck,  •     527 
remarks  on   the  proposition   for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  monument  to  Mr.  Adams,      -     856 
Kingsbury,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -  1063 
Kinney,  Elizabeth,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        -     855 
Kinney,  Hannah,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     952 

Knight,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -     462,698 
Knowlton,  Sally,  widow  of  Elijah  Bragdon, 

deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -         -     548 
Kuykendall,  Nathaniel,  act  for  relief  of,    726,  771 

L. 
Lachance,  Nicholas,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -    450 


Lahm,  Samuel,  of  Ohio,  1, 178,  458,  774,  784,  857, 
894,  895,  896,  897,  928,  929,  971,  1022 
resolutions  by,-        -        -        -      181,458,943 
remarks  on    the  proposition   to  print  the 
annual   report  of  the  Commissioner  of 

Patents, -    481 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  individ- 
uals for  advances  made  to  the  volunteers, 
concerning  slavery,  the  Mexican  war, 

&c., 552 

his  excuse  for  absence,     -        -         -         -    926 

remarks  concerning  the  appropriation  to 
the  Savannah  river,       -        -        -     984,  986 
Lamp,  the  big,  on  the  dome  of  the  Capitol, 
ordered   to  be  removed,  and  appropria- 
tion for  that  object,       -        -        -     825,  931 
Land  claims,  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  bill  to 

amend  an  act  confirming  certain,  -       64,269 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  bill  supplement- 
ary to  an   act  afiproved  6th  July,  1842, 
confirming  certain,         -         -         -      312,  535 
in  Mississippi,  bill  supplemental  to  an  act 
to  confirm   the  survey  and  location  of, 
east  of  Pearl  river  and  south  of  31st  de- 
gree of  north  latitude,  approved  March 
3,  1845,     -    505,  680,  778,  787,  788,  882,  951 
bill  amendatory  of  the  act  of  26fh   May, 
1824,  and  reenacted  17th  June,  1844,  en- 
titled "An  act  enabling  claimants  to  land 
within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
and  Territory  of  Arkansas,  to  institute 
proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
claims,  -------     680 

bill  to  authorize  the  location  of  certain  adju- 
dicated claims  in  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
commonly  known  as  Lovely  Donation 

Claims,  - 771 

Spanish,  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement 
of  conflicts  between  Spanish  land  claims 
and  purchasers  under  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,  -        -        -     797 

Land  officers.     (See  Land  Warrants.) 
Land  office,  bill  to  remove  the  United  States' 
land  office  from   Upper    Sandusky,  in 
Ohio,  to  Defiance,  in  said  State,  269,  368,  641 
bill  to  remove  the  land  office  from  New- 
nansville  to  Ocula,  in  the  State  of  Flor- 
ida,      -        -        -        -         -        -        -     641 

bill  for  abolishing  land  offices  undercertain 

circumstances,  and  for  other  purposes,-     797 
bill  to  establish  an  additional,  in  the  State 
of  Missouri,-        -        -        -        -  822,  1017 

Land  districts,  bill  to  settle  the  boundaries  of 
the  land  districts  which  border  upon  the 
boundary  line    between  Arkansas  and 
Missouri,      ------       60 

bill  to  attach  a  portion  of  the  Northwestern 
land  district,  Louisiana,  to  the  Red  river 
district,  Louisiana,        -        -        -     549,  698 
Land  warrant,  bounty,  No.  7943,  bill  to  le- 
galize the  transfer  of,    -        -         -         -    398 

bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  is- 
sue a  duplicate  of  land  warrant  No.  1469, 
which  originally  issued  in  favor  of  Adam 
Hart,  February  3,  1829,  -  -  449,810 
Land  warrants,  Virginia  military,  bill  ma- 
k'wz  further  appropriations  of  land  to 
satisfy,  and  for  other  purposes,  57,  154,  181 
bill  to  extend  the  time  of  locating  and  re- 
turnins:  surveys  thereon  to  the  General 
Land  Office,  -        -        181,237,716,852 

bill  to  authorize  soldiers  to  locate  their  land 

warrants  in  forty -acre  tracts,  -         -       60 

bill  to  regulate  the  fees  for  the  location  of 

military  land  warrants,  -  -  -  641 
bill  in  relation  to  military  land  warrants,  -  679 
an  act  to  require  the  holders  of  military 
land  warrants  to  compensate  the  land 
officers  of  the  United  Stales  for  services 
in  relation  to  the  location  of  those  war- 
rants,     -     725,  771 

soldiers' bounty,  resolution  concerning,    -    523 
Lands,  swamp.     {See  Louisiana.) 
Lands.     (See  Miami  Lands.) 
Lapham,  Hamilton,  bill  for  reliefof,  450,  453,  774 
La  Sere,  Emile,  of  Louisiana,       1,  49,  60,  62,  64, 
181,  270,  361,  4.59,  638 
resolutions  by,          -         -        -        58,  181,  268 
Lawrence,  Sidney,  of  New  York,    1,  60,  82,  322, 
400,  459,  461,  503,  550,  562,  825,  855,  874, 
9U2,  951,  952,  1050 
resolution  by,  -----       57,  456 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  reliefof  Mary 
1  Brown,         - 222 


Lawrence,  Sidney,  of  New  York — 

remarks  concerning  the  proposition  to  ex- 
tend pensions  to  certain  widows  of  rev- 
olutionary soldiers,        -        -         .         -    829 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 
surviving  widows  of  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  Revolution,  -         -         .         -     952 

Lawrence,  Zachariah,  bill  for  relief  of,  -     398 

Lawrence,  William  T,  of  New  York,   1,103,  154, 
178,  197,  238,  .322,  369,  400,  449,  456,  461, 
562,  683,  698,  779,  856,  896,  994,  10,50 
resolution  by,  ------     456 

Laws  of  the  United  States,  bill  for  revising,     836 
Lee,  Oliver,  bill  for  the  reliefof  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of,      -         -         -         -         -     641 

Leech,  Samuel,  bill   to  provide  for  the  com- 
pensation of,  for  services  in  the  investi- 
gation of  suspended  sales  in  the  Mineral 
Point  district,  Wisconsin,     -      263,  311,  535 
Legoett,  Thomas  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,   679,728 
Legsett,  Aaron,  the  claims  of,      -         -         -  1071 
Leffler,  Shepherd,  of  Iowa,  -  1,  103,  380,  438 

resolutions  by,  -         -         -         -     267,459 

Levin,  Lewis  C.,  of  Pennsylvania,    1,3,  24,197, 

343,  390,  431,  444,  712,  822.  839 

resolutions  by,  -         -        -        -      3,  4,  24 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  supply  deficiencies  in 
appropriations,  concerning  Catholicity, 
the  mobs  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  pro- 
posed charge  to  Rome,  -       418,  430,  441,  443 
personal  explanation  of,    -         -         -         -     453 

Leverett,  Mary  G,,  bill  for  reliefof,     -         -     855- 
Lewis,  Jonathan,  resolution  for  reliefof,  725,  836 
Lieutenant-General,   remarks    touching   the 
votes  on  the  bill  of  last  session  for  the 
appointment  of,     -        -        -        -        -     887 

Ligon,  Thomas  W.,  of  Maryland,  1,63,140,  398, 

460,  641,  679 
resolution  by,  ------       57 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  -         -         -        -    315 

Light-houses,  joint  resolution  extending  the 

time  for  the  erection  of  certain,      -     298,726 
bill  atithorizing  the  erection  of  certain,  and 
for  other  purposes,         -        -        -        -     679 

joint  resolution  to  change  the  location  of 
the  site  of  a,  on  Lake  Superior,     -        -    894 
Light-houses  and  buoys,  bill  to  change  the 

location  of,    -        -        -        -        -         -     311 

bill  makingappropriation  for,  and  providing 
for  the  erection  and  establishment  of  the 

same, 983,  1030,  1031 

Lighting  the  Capitol.     (See  Crntchttt.) 
Library  of  Congress,  proposition  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  joint  committee  on,         -       15 
Committee  on  the,  on  the  part  of  House,  20, 110 
bills  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the,    -  1050 
resolutions  of  instructions  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the, 458, 856 

bills  reported  from  Committee  on  the,    723,  900 
(See  Duties  on  Books.) 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  resolution 
authorizing  the  Clerk  of  the  House  to 
purchase  sundry  books  for  the  use  of,  -     563 
Lincoln,  Abraham,  of  Illinois,    1,56,  57,  64,  103, 
119,  146,  181,  197,  449,  550,  571,  727,  762, 
797,  857,  878,  928,  950,  990,  1006,  1027, 
1049,  1080 
resolution  by,  ------       64 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  concerning 
the  contract   for   trar)sporling  the  great 
southern  mail,       -----     107 

remarks  on   the   proposition  to  refer  the 
Pre.«ident's  annual  message,  concerning 
the  Mexican  war,  &c.,  -        -         .        -     154 
remarks  on  bill  to  pay  Texas  volunteers,     727 
remarks  on   the  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Wisconsin  into  the  Union,    -        -         -     755 
Little  &  Brown's  edition  of  the  Laws  of  the 
United  States.     (See  Clerk  of  llie  District 
Court  of  the  United  Slates.) 
Little,  Hem-y,  and  Jacob  Felch,  bill  for  the 

reliefof, 797 

Loan  office  certificates,  bill  for  the  payment 
of,  and  final  settlement  Certificates  issued 
for  money  loaned,  or  for  services  or  sup- 
plies during  the  revolutionary  war,        -     867 
Loan,  bill  to  authorize  a,  not  to  exceed  the 

sum  of  *  18,500,000,      197,322,344,351,363, 

368,  562 
remarks  upon  the,  by — 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Mississippi,       -        -     333 
Mr.  Crozier,      -----    351 

Mr.  Duer, 344 

Mr.  Fi.her, 322 
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Loan  l>ill,  remarks  upon  the,  by — 

Mr.  Grinnell, 370 

Mr.  Gentry,  -  -  -  -  ,  -  369 
Mr.  Houston,  of  Alabama,  -  -  353 
Mr.  Hudson,  of  Massachusetts,  -  355 
Mr.  King:,  of  Massachusetts,  -  -  368 
Mr.  Li^oii,        .        -         .        .        .     315 

Mr.  Marsh, 331 

Mr.  McKay,     -        -      370,  371,  372,  373 

Mr.  Nicoll, 359 

Mr.  Palfrev, 370 

Mr.  Rockwell,  of  Connecticut,  -      370,  372 
Mr.  Sims,  of  South  Carolina,    -      347,3.52 
Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  -         -     371 
Mr.  Thomas,  of  Tennessee,       -        -     325 
Mr.  Vinton,       -        -        -      312,  369,  370 
London,  Giles,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -         -     856 
Looniis,  Walter,  and  Abel  Gay,  an  act  in  ad- 
dition to  an  act  for  the  relief  of,  approved 
July  2,  1836,         -        -        -        -312,322 

Lord,  Frederick  W.,  of  New  York,  1,60,433,926 
resolution  by,  ------     390 

Louisiana.     (See  Claims — Judge — Courts.) 
bill  to  grant  lands  to  certain  parishes  in  the 

Slate  of,  as  a  leveeing  fund,  -         -         -     181 
bill   for  the  issuing  of  patents  for  lands  in 
the  .State  of,  in  a  certain  class  of  cases, 
issued  for  other  purposes,      -         -         -     882 
bill  to  aid  the  State  of,  in  reclaiming  the 
swamp  lands  therein,    -         -         -         -  1049 

Lowndes  county,  Mississippi.     (See  Missis- 
sippi.) 
Lumpkin,  John  H.,  of  Georgia,     1,  49,  181,  240, 
269,  284,  309,  311,  399,  505,  719,  735,  875 
resolutions  by,  -         -         -         -         -     268 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  bounty  lands 
to  volunteers,  &c.,  in  Mexico,        -       -     719 
Luxuries.     (See  Duties.) 

Lynch,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -         -  1050 
Lynde,  William  Pitt,  a  representative  from 

the  State  of  Wisconsin,         -        -      818,872 
Lyon  &  Howard ,  bill  for  relief  of,     298,  850,  872 

M. 
Macedonian,  the  United  States  ship,  joint 
resolution  authorizing  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  treasury  charged  with  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  navy 
to  settle  and  pay  the  expenses  of,  on  her 
recent  voyage  to  Ireland  and  Scotland,     683, 

730,  784 
resolution  concerning,  and  remarks  there- 
on,          851 

propn.'^ition  to  pay  the  expenses  of,  to  Ire- 
land, under  Commander  De  Kay,  -  1058 
Madison,  James,  ex-President  of  the  United 
States,  bill  to  provide  for  the  purchase 
of  the  papeis  of,    -         -         -         -      154,725 
Maclay,  William  B.,  of  New  York,  1,56,64,377, 
598,  665,  699,  727,  761,  782,  994 
remarks  by,  on  the  deficiency  appropriation 
bill,  concerning  Catholicity  and  Jesuit- 

i.sm, -        -     442 

Mail  contracts,  joint  resolution  directing  the 
PostmasterGeneral  to  renew  the  contract 
with  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg  and 
Potomac.  Railroad  and  Steamboat  Com- 
pany, for  the  transportation  of  the  great 
northern  and  southern  nwiil,  39,  42,  82,  93, 
100,  105,  115,  127,  130 
remarks  thereon  by — 

Mr.  Bntts,  -         -        ,         -      105,  129 

Mr.  I?rown,  of  Pennsylvania,  -  83,118 
Mr.  Goggin,  -  84,119,127,128,130 
Mr.  Jone.s,  of  Tennessee,  115,  128,  129,  130 

Mr.  Lincoln, 107 

Mr.  Murphv, 117 

Mr.  Meade,'       -         -         -      118,  129,  l.'iO 

Mr.  Knot, 109 

joint  resolution   from   the  Senate   for  the 

name  purpr.se,       -         -        -      864,  868,  910 
(See  liailnjfids.) 

reniiirks  hy  Mr.  Goggin,  -         -         -         -     868 
^Idil  lietween  the  United  States  and  foreign 
counirie.o,  &c.,  bill  to  amend   the  act  lo 
provide  for  the  irunsporiation  ol'the,  311,  463, 
583,  598,  619 
southern,  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  to 
auiliotize  nnd  reouire  a  renewal  of  the 
Cfmirael  for  currying  the,       -         -         .  1027 
liiU  to  jirtiii  the  iimount  of  compensation 
to  le  [laid   for  the  iraii«poitati<m  of  the 
mail  over  niihonds  and  on  bteamboats, 
in  cerluin  cases,     -----     679 


Mail  service,  foreign,  appropriation  for,  dis- 
cussed, -        -        -      825,  842,  843,  900 

on  the  coast, 900,  901 

Mail  route,  bill  to  establish  a,  from  Belvidere, 
in  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  Shullsburg,  in 
Wisconsin  Territory,    •         -         -         -       60 
bill  for  a,  from   Elizabeth,  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  to  Freeport  and  Rock  Run,  in 
the  .same  State,      -----       60 

bill  for  a,  from  Freeport,  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,    to   Monroe   and    Madison,  in 
Wisconsin,   ------       60 

Maine,  proposition  to  pay  money  advanced 

by,         -         -         -         -  -         -  1058 

(See  Coxirts.) 
Major  generals,  brigadier  generals,  &c.,  bill 
so  amending  the  act  of  June  18, 1846,  to 
increase  the  army,  as  not  to  require  the 
reduction  of  the  number  of,  regardless 
of  the  date  of  their  commissions,  181,  400,  680, 

726,  894 
bill  concerning  the  continuance  of.     (See 
bill  to  amend  the  act  providing  for  pros- 
ecution of  the  war  with  Mexico,  under 
Mexico.) 
Major  Generals  to  select  their  aids-de-camp 

from  captains  and  lieutenants,        -         -  1041 
Manly,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -      197,423 
1  Mandeville,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

legal  representatives  of,         -        -        -    836 

Mann,  Job,  of  Pennsylvania,         1,208,298,  452, 

503,  642,  788,  882,  884,  902,  921,  1054 

resolutions  by,  .         -         -         -        94,  457 

Mann,  Horace,  of  Massachusetts,       -     623,817 

Manning,  Cornelius,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

legal  representatives  of,  -        -    154,  300,  784 
Manufactures,  the  Committee  on,         -         -       19 
Maps  and  charts,  ordered,  and  proposed  to 

be  printed,     -        -       390,412,461,764,779 
of  surveyed  public  lands.     (See  Siirveys.) 
Marine  corps,  joint   resolution  to  place  the 
officers,  musicians,  and  privates  of  the, 
who  have   served  in   the  late  war  with 
Mexico  on  land,  on  a  footing  of  the  reg- 
ular army  and  volunteers  in  regard  to 
bounty  land,  &c.,  -         .         -         -  1012 

proposed  alterations  in  the,       .         -         -  1064 
Marine  hospital,  bill  to  establish  a,  at  Chi- 
cago,    -------60 

bill  providing  for  the  repair  of  certain,       -    298 
bill  makingappropriation  for  certain,  tliere- 
in  named,      -        -        -        -        -        -     771 

at  Chelsea,  Massachusetts,  bill  to  author- 
ize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  sell 
the,  and  the  lot  of  ground  on  which  it 
stands,  and  for  the  purchase  of  a  new 
site  and  the  erection  of  a,  near  the  city 

of  Boston, 797 

Marine  hospitals,   appropriations   for,   and 

remarks  thereon,  -----     836 
resolution  of  inquiry  concerning,      -        -  1080 
Marsh,  George  P.,  of  Vermont,    1,  326,  410,  570, 
622,  675,  683,  929,  948,  1028,  1030,  1049 
remarks  on  the  loan   bill,  concerning  the 
Mexican  war,        -----     331 
Marvin,  William,  bill   for  the   relief  of,  in 
confirming  the  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in 
Florida  granted  by  the  Sfianish  Govern- 
ernment  to  Bernardo  Segui,on  the  20th 

Decqtnber,  1815, 339 

Marvin,  Dudley,  of  New  York,    1,  399,  421,  536, 
730,  762,  774,  778,  849,  1040,  1047 
remarks  on   the  proposition   to  print  the 
annual   report  of  tlie  Commissioner  of 
Patents,         ------     481 

Maryland,  bill  giving  the  assent  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States  to  an  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of,    pHsaed    December  session, 
1844,  chapter  287,  -        -         -        -     238 

resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,       -     390,548 
Mary  Theresa,  bill  authorizing  the  issuing 

of  a  register  to  the  barque,    -         -         -  1030 
Massachusetts,  proposition  to  pay  advances 

by,        -         -         -         -         -         -         -  1058 

Massachusetts,  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of, 537,  778 

Mathews,  Wood,  and  Hall,  bill  for'relief  of,  398 
May,  Reynolds,  an  act  for  relief  of,  725,  774,  787 
Mays,  Elizabeth,  bilj  for  the  relief  of,  -  153,  300 
McAvoy,  James,  bill,  for  the  relief  of,     152,  263, 

300,  422 

McClelland,  Robert,  of  Michigan,     1,  25,  41,  49, 

64, 73,  1.30,  208,  237,  269,  270,  294,  319,  322, 

326,  372,  402,  403,  411,  ^32,  453,  461,  505, 


McClelland,  Robert,  of  Michigan— 

527,]-551,  589,  637,  683,''709,  716,  727,  730, 

761,  '774,  809,  841,  849,  852,  856,  887,  923, 

935,  938,  944,  953,  955,  960,  974,  983,  999, 

1006,  1015,  1025,  1039,  1043,  1053,  1063, 

1064,  1080,  1081 

resolutions  by,  -        -       64,  267,  459,  1052 

remarks  concerning  the  proposition  to  have 

a  stand  ing  committee  of  commerce  among 

the  States,     ------       17 

remarks  on  the  propositions  to  refer  the 
President's  annual  message,  concernii^^ 
the  policy  of  the  Federal^overnmenr 
constructing  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment,   -        - 131 

remarks  concerning  the  pay,  mileage,  and 
funeral   expenses  of  the   late   John    W. 

Hornbeck, 527,  528 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriation 
for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy 

at  West  Point, 590 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  in  favor  of  har- 
bor improvements,         .        -        .     894,  895 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  remove 

obstructions  in  the  Savannah  river,       -    944 
remarks  concerning  the  appropriation  for 

the  surveys  of  the  public  lands,     -         -     948 

remarks  on  the  army  bill,  concerning  river 

improvements,      -        ..        -        .  1042,  1043 

McClernand,  John  A.,  of  Illinois,    1,  14,  60,  102, 

263,  269,  270,  300,  311,  370,  372,  377,  380, 

434,  447,  503,  550,  603,  622,  624,  717,  730, 

738,  753,  788,  804,  813,  817,  853,  864,  867, 

887,  894,  896,  902,  961,  991,  1006,  1007, 

1012,  1019,  1038,1039,  1040,  1041,  1042, 

1054,  1072 

resolution  by,  ------    380 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  bounty  land 

to  the  soldiers  in  Mexico,      -        -        -     435 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  ab- 
stract of  army  contracts,        -        -     472,473 
remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  congratula- 
tion to  the  French  people,     -        -         -    573 
remarks  concerning  the  testimony  of  Gen- 
eral Taylor  regarding  the  movement  of 
the  troops  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  his 
opinion.s,      -        -        -        -       584,  587,  588 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  further  time 
for  locating  Virginia  military  land  war- 
rants,   ---'----     717 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  bounty  land 
and  pay  to  the  volunteers  in  Mexico,  718,  731, 
732,  734,  736 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  admission  of 

Wisconsin  into  the  Union,    -        -        -     750 
remarks  concerning  the  boundary  of  New- 
Mexico,  the  expenses  of  the  Mexican 
war,  &c.,  defensive  of  the  Administra- 
tion,     -        -        -        -      913,914,915,916 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  extra  pay  to 
the  army,  and  for  the  continuance  of 
certain  officers,      -         -         -         -      935,  936 

remarks  on  the  financial  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  -         -      807,808 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  increase  the 

appropriation  for  surveying  public  lands,     948 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  estabiish  territorial 
governments  in  Oregon,^alifornia,  and 
New  Mexico,         -       1006,  1007,  1015,  1019 
remarks  on  the  resolution  granting  to  the 
Jackson  Monument  Association  certain 
brass  cannon,         -----  1045 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  a  grant  of  land 
to  Illinois  to  connect  the  upper  and  lower 
Mississippi,  -        -        -        -         -  1072 

McCormick,  Cyrus,  bill  to  authorize  the  Com- 
missioner of  Patents  to  renew  the  patent 
of,  for  his  horizontal  plough,  -         -     450 

McDowell,James,ofVirginia,'l,  14,  238,641,786, 

852,  1058 
resolutions  by,  _         -         -         -      457,  851 

McEwen,  Cant.  Alexander,  bill  for  relief  of,     994 
McFarland,  William,  deceased,  bill  for  the 

relief  of  the  legal  repiesentatives  of,       -     449 
McGaw,  John,  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the 

naval  pension  of,  -         -         -         -         -     882 

McUvaine,  Abraham  R.,  of  Penn.^ylvania,    1,  49, 

130,  197,  207,  208,  240,  402,  529,  562,  680, 

779,874,  877,  891,905 

resolutions  by,  -         -         -        57,  344,  951 

Mcintosh,  Betsey,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     339,  399 

McKay,  James  J.,  of  North  Carolina,     1,  65,  67, 

102,  103,  130,  181,  197,  265,  267,  281,  283, 

297,  298,  329,  344,  369,  372,  373,  390,  396, 
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McKay,  James  J.,  of  North  Carolina — 

433,  450,  461,  463,  465,  476,  483,  525,  526, 

527,  529,  537,  538,  539,  548,  564,  570,  616, 

622,  638,  S69,  641,  665,  683,  713,  747,  760, 

761,  763,  771,  779,  784,  800,  803,  811,  830, 

831,  832,  835,  836,  837,  839,  841,  843,  844, 

849,  852,  857,  880,  881,  887,  891,  896,  897, 

901,  902,  926,  940,  942,  1006,  1036,  1046, 

1054,  1057 

resolutions  by,  -      179,  269,  458,  639,  1012 

remarks  on  tlie  resolution  for  appointment 

of  additional  clerks  in  Pension  OlKce,  -    224 
remarks  concerning  the  delay  in  the  public 

printing,        -----     265,  266 
remarks  concerning  a  direct  tax  in  support 

of  the  war, 281 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  -  '    370,  371,  372,  373 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriation 

to  supply  deficiencies,  -         -         -         -      392 
remarks  on  the  bill  requiring  all  moneys 
received   from  customs  to  be  paid  into 
the  treasury,  -       464,  466,  474,  475,  476 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  ab- 
stract of  army  contracts,        -         -         -     473 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  an- 
nual report  of  Commissioner  of  Patents,     481 
remarks  on  Indian  appropriation  bill, 506, 507, 538 
remarks  on   the   bill  to   refund   advances 

made  to  volunteers  by  individuals, 
remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  foreign 
mail  service,  .         -         -         -         - 

remarks  concerning  the  reduction  of  the 
number  of  general  officers  on  the  close 
of  the  war,    -        -        -        - 
remarks  concerning  the  binding  of  the  pub- 
lic documents,       ----- 
remarks  on  bill  for  paying  Texas  volunteers 
remarks  on  naval  appropriation  bill,  con- 
cerning proposed  foreign  mail  service,  825,  849 
remarks  concerning  the  appropriations  to 

marine  hospitals,  -         -         -         .      836,  837 
remarks  concerning  spirit  ration  in  navy,     837 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,    -     861 
remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill, 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  continuance  of 
certain  military  officers,         -         -         . 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill, 
concerning  the  appropriation  for  the  Sa- 
vannah river,         -         -         -         .      955,  955 
remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill,  -  1036, 

1037,  1038 
McKenzie,  William,  late  a  seaman  on  board 
the  United  Slates  ship  Vincennes,  bill 
for  relief  of  legal  representatives  of,    312,  535 
McKee,  Colonel  William  R.,  bill  for  relief  of 

the  widow  and  children  of,  -  -  -  548 
McLane,  Robert  JVI.,  of  IVlaryland,  1,  24,  43,  58, 
61,  94,  95, 103, 120, 178,  222,  258,  259,260, 
363,  369,  372,  417,  446,  454,  465,  529,  564, 
589,  590,  592,  683.  709,  762,  768,  785,  836, 
841,  865,  867,  908,  910,  911,  912,  916,  924, 
929,  938,  946,  1007, 1010,  1012,  1014,  1019, 
1034,  1041,  1057,  1062,  1063,  1071,  1072, 

1082 
resolutions  by,  -        -        -        57",  178,  638 

remarks  concerning  the  call  on  the  Presi- 
dent for  the  instructions,  &c'.,  to  Mr. 
Slidell  and  others,  -         -         -      103,104 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  refer  the 
President's  annual  message,  concerning 
the  Mexican  war,  &c.,  -  .  -  -  200 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriation 
to  supply  deficiencies,  concerning;  the 
finances  and  the  Mexican  war,  407,  413,  414 
remarks  concerning  the  rencounter  between 

Messrs.  Haralson  and  G.  W.  Jones,     -     454 
remarks  on   the  proposition   to  print  the 
correspondence   between   General  Scott 
and  the  War  Department,  concernino;  the 
Mexican  war,       518,  519,  583,  686,  690,  691 
remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  congratula- 
tion to  France,      -         -        -        -      611, 613 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  admission  of 

Wisconsin  into  the  Union,    -        -        -     743 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of 

Washington  city,-        -        -      766,767,768 

remarks  on  the  expenses  and  policy,  &c., 

of  the  Mexican  war,      -         -         -         - 

remarks  on  the  bill  providing  extra  pay  for 

the  army,  and  the  continuance  of  certain 

officers,  -         -         -         . 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  a  grant  of  land 

to    Illinois    to   connect    the    upper   and 

lower  Mississippi,  -         -         -         - 
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McLane,  Robert  M.,  of  Maryland — 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill,      -        -  1017,  1019 
remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill,     1034, 

1035,  1038 
McRae,  Mary,  widow  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
William  McRae,  lateof  the  United  States 
armv,  deceased,  bill  for  relief  of,  -      422,562 
Meade,  Richard  K.,  of  Virginia,    1,  104,109,129, 
1.30,  180,  197,  208,  281,  298,  369,  412,  547, 
548,  564,  623,  641.  766,  767,  768,  865,  878, 
896,  951,  957,  1024,  1046,  1053,  1062 
'•esolutions  by,  129,  179,  269,  623,  877,  943 

announces  the  death,  and  eulogizes  the  life 
and  character  of  George  C.  Dromgoole, 
late-representative  from  Virgini^-         -       42 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the  re- 
newal of  the  contract  for  transportins: 
the  great  southern  mail,         -      118,  129,  130 
remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  congratula- 
tion to  France,      -        -        -        -      613, 614 

remarks  on   the  subject  of  the  abducted 

slaves,  and  concerning  slavery  and  the 

privileges  of  members,  -         -         -      653,670 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  change  the  time  of 

holding  United  States  courts  in  Virginia,     877 

Meade,  Richard  W.,  deceased,  bill  for  settling 

the  claims  of  the  heirs  of,  154,  166,  300,  637, 
730,  762,  825 
Medals  to  officers  and  soldiers  in  Mexico, 

resolution  concerning,  -        -        -        -     433 

Medical  staff  of  the  army,  bill  for  increase 

of  the,  for  a  limited  time,       -        -     339,344 
Medical  corps  of  the  navy.     (See  JSTavy.) 
Medicines,  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 

adulterated,  deteriorated,  and  misnamed,  810, 

861 
resolution  to  print  the  report  thereon,        -    872 
Mellon,  Eliza  A.,  bill  for  relief  of,        -      562,  698 
Merchant  vessels.     (See  Passevgem.) 
Mesne  process.     (See  District  nf  Columbia.) 
Meteorological  observations,  debate  concern- 
ing the  constitutional  right  of  Congress 
to  appropriate  for,  -         .         -         -     845 

Meyers,  T.  Barley,  and  F.  F.  Marbury,  res- 
olution authorizing  the  payment  of  the 
claims  of,       -----        -     459 

Mexico,  resolution  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  South 
Carolina,  declarative  of  the.policy  which 
should  govern  the  further  prosecution  of 

the  war, 38 

resolution  of  Mr.  Richardson  justifying  the 
war  with,      ------       59 

resolutions  concerning  the  policy,  &c.,  of 
the  war  with,  by — 

Mr.  Botts,         -----       61 

Mr,  Chase, 179 

Mr.  Dickey,      -----      94 

Mr.  Hampton, 95 

Mr.  Hudson, 93 

Mr.  Lincoln,     -        ,        -        -        -       64 

Mr.  Palfrey, 368 

Mr.  Richardson,        -         -         -         .       61 

Mr.  Strohm, 343 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,       -        -       61 
Mr.  Tompkins,  -        -        -        -     181 

Mr.  Toombs, 61 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,         -         -        -        -       61 
remarks  on   the   post  office  appropriation 

bill,  concerning  the,  by  Mr.  Cocke,       -     779 
bill  to  amend  an  act  supplemental  to  an  act 
providing  for  the  further  prosecution  of 
the  existing  war   between    the   United 
States  and  the  Republic  of,  and  for  other 
purposes,  so  as  to  retain  certain  officers, 
and  to  allow  extra  pay  to  the  arnnv,  890,  903, 
907,918,947 
proceedings  in  Georgia  concerning  the  war 

v/ith, 505 

resolution  of  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, to  expunge  from  the  Journal  cer- 
tain declarations  against  the  justice  and 
constitutionality  of  the  war  with,  -         -     343 
proposition   to  print  report  of  all  troops 

engaged  in  the  war  with,       -        -     852,  866 
resolution  adverse  to  the  annexation  of  the 

whole  of,  to  the  United  Slates,  -  269,  298 
calls  by  resolution  on  the  Executive  depart- 
ment for  instructions,  and  other  matter, 
connected  with  the  war  with,  -  103,  308 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  cor- 
respoTidence  between  the  War  Depart- 
ment and  General  Scott,  concerning  the 
war  with,  by — 

Mr.  Clingman,  -        -        -      514,  516,  519 


Mexico,  war  with,  remarks  concerning  the,  by — 
Mr.  Haskell,  -  -  -  .  517,  523 
Mr.  Inge,  -         -         -         -      521,  .523 

Mr.  McLane,     .         -         -         .      518,  519 
Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,         -     516 
remaijjfs  on    the   proposition  to  refer  the 
President's  annual  message,  concerning 
the  war  with,  by — 

Mr.  Barrow, 225 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,    '-        -         -    286 

Mr.  Collamer, »282 

Mr.  Dixon,  -----  227 
Mr.  Green,  -----  238 
Mr.  Goggin,  -  -  -'  -  -  276 
Mr.  Grinnell,  -----  259 
Mr.  Hall,  of  Missouri,       -        -        -    205 

Mr.  Henley, 246 

Mr.  .Jameson,  -----  189 
Mr.  Lincoln,  -  -»  -  -  -  154 
Mr.  McLane,    -----     200 

Mr.  Morse, 279 

Mr.  Robinson,  -         -         -         -     193 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  -  -  258 
Mr.  Tompkins,  -         -         -         -     202 

Mr.  Tuck,  -         -         -      _  -         -     197 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  individ- 
uals for  advances  made  to  volunteers, 
'  concerning  the  war  with,  by  Mr.  Lahm,     552 
remarks  concerning  the  land  acquired  by 
the    treaty  with,  and   the  cost  and  the 
policy  of  the  war  with,  &c.,     910,  911,  912, 
913,  914,  915,  916 
resolution  for  the  interdiction  of  slavery  in 
any  portion  of,  which  may  be  acquired 
by  the  United  States,    -         -         -        -    391 
joint  resolution  annexing  New  Mexico  and 
Upper  and  Lower  California  to  United 
States,   and   to   extend    the  laws  of  the 
United  States  over  said  territories,         -     182 
(See  Santa  ^nna — Claims.) 
speeches  on  the  Oregon  bill,  concerning  the 

war  with.     (See  Oregon.) 
speeches  on  the  loan  bill,  concerning  the 
war  with,  by — 
Mr.  Brown,  of  Mississippi,       -        -    333 
Mr.  Crozier,      -'.---     351 

Mr.  Duer, 344 

Mr.  King,  of  Mass.,  -        -        -    368 

Mr.  Marsh, 331 

Mr.  Sims,  of  South  Carolina,    -         -     347 
speeches  on  the  appropriation   bills,  con- 
cerning the  war  with,  by — 

Mr.^Cabell, 425 

Mr.  Ficklin, 417 

Mr.  McLane, 407 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Connecticut,        -        -    415 
Mr.  Strong,       -        -         -        -        -     423 
Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,       -        -    412 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropristion 
to  bring  home  the  remains  of  deceased 
officers  and  soldiers  in  Mexico,  by — 

Mr.  Haskell, 504 

Mr.  Haralson, 504, 

Mr.  Sawyer,     -        -        -        -     504,  505 

the   President's    message   communicating 
the  treaty  of  peace  with,        -        -     901,910 
Miami   lands,  bill   to   reduce  the  minimum 
price  of  the  lands  acquired  of  the  Miami 
Indians,        -        -        -        -        57,181,548 

(See  Preemption  Claimants.) 
Miami  Reserve,  the  Great,  bill  to  grant  pre- 
emption   rights   for    certain    islands   in 
the,       -     '  -        -        -        -        -        -     868 

Michigan,  bill  to  grant  alternate  sections  of 
land  to  the  State  of,  for  the  completion  of 
the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  64, 154, 1064 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,     423,  583,  7i6 
(See  Land  Claims — Courts.) 
Michigan  City,  Indiana,  bill  to  provide  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  work  upon  the 

harbor  of, 57,269 

Midshipmen.     (See  Mival  School.) 

proposition  concerning  the  number,  rank, 
and  pay  of,  &c.,    -         -         -         -         -     841 
Milam,  Elijah,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -        -     450 
Milam,  George  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

legal  representatives  of,  .         .         -     463 

Mileage  to  the  messengers  who  bring  on  the 

returns  of  Presidential  election,      -     940,948 
Mileage,  the  Committee  on,         -        '        ."       ~^ 
instructions  to  the,    -         -         -         -      ^5i3,  774 
remarks  on  the  pro[iosition  to  fix  a  maxi- 
mum of  the  mileage   of  Senators   and 
Representatives,    -----    696 
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Mileage — 

bill  10  alter  and  establish  tlie  compensation 
for  mileiige  ofSenntoris  and  members?  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,    774,  841,  856, 

874,  1070 
Milford,  William,  hill  for  the  reliefer,    «-    867 
Militia,  the  Commiitee  on,   -         -         -         -       19 
Mili'ia.     (See  f'ermont  Jlitilia.) 
Military  Academy,  bill  making  appropriation 

for  the  support  of,  for  the  year  1849,  237,  586, 
•  589",  616,  784,  787,  793 

bill  placing  the  officer  who  performs  the 
duty  of  adjutant  at  the,  on  an  equality, 
as  to  pay  and  allowances,  with  the  ad- 
jutant of  recruits,  -         .         -         -      725,836 
Military  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,     -  19,  23 

resolutions  of  instri\c.tion  to  the,    58,  59,  64,  93, 
95,  181,  268,  269,  343,  344,  433,  438,  456, 
<»       457,855,874,1011,1012 
bills  and  resolutions  reported  finm  the,  152,  153, 
197,  238,  322.  375,  463,  523,  562,  6S0,  683, 
724.  803,  836,  903,  918,  951,  1049,  1071 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  suh- 

jerts,     -         -        -         153,  449,  723,  774,  951 
reports  from  the,       -         -         -         -      683,  774 
Military  force,  bills  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  raise  for  a  limited  time  an  ad- 
ditional   military    force,    and    for  other 
purposes,"  &c.,    -        57,  152,  181,  269,  298, 
322,  434,  449,  463,  549,  673,  717,  730 
joint  resolution  explanatory  of  the  9ih  sec- 
tion  of  the  act  of  1847,  to  raise  for  a 
limited  time  an  addi  ional  military  force, 
and  for  other  purposes,          -      182,  446,  583 
bill  explanatory  of  the  act  to  raise  for  a 
limited  time  an  additional  military  force, 
and   for  other  purposes,  approved  Feb- 
ruary 1 1,  1847,      

additional.      (See  .^rjnj;.) 

Military  forces,  joint  resolution  in  relation  to 

the  transportation  and  discharge  of  the. 

(See  ,^rmy.) 

Miller,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,   - 

Miller,  Henry,  bill  for  the  relief  of. 

Miller,  John  K.,  of  Ohio,  1,  82, 103,  550,  558,  564, 

724,  926,939,  1020,  1030,  1041 

resolutions  by, 180,  lOfl 

remarks  on  jiroposition  for  the  purchase  of 

the  manuscripts  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill. 
Mineral  Lands,  the  synopsis  of  the  geologi- 
cal ol)servaiion  of  the,  of  Lake  Superior, 
ordered  to  be  printed,    - 
Mint,  bill  for  the  establishmenfof  a  branch 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,   ...        -        57,  623,  624,  923 
statement  of  the  operations  of  the,    -         -     301 
Missis-sippi  river,  bill  making  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  improvement  of  the,   57,  269,  298 
Mississippi,  bill  to  grant  alternate  sections  of 
the  public  lands  in,  for  the  improvement 
of  certain  rivers  in  that  State,    -  -  269,  391 

I      bills  granting  a  quantity  of  land  to,  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  navigation  of 
certain  livers  in  that  State,    -         -      505,  950 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,    527,  535,  698 
(See  Land  Claims.) 

bill    f<Jr  the    relief  of  certain    citizens   of 
Lowndes  county,  in,     -         -         -      623,  950 
Missouri,  bill  granting  land  to  the  State  of, 
for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation 
of  the  Osage  river,         -         -         -        64,269 
bill  to  pay  the  State  of,  two  per  cent,  upon 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  sold   within  that  State,  or  which 
have  been   reserved   for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  a  road  to,            -         -         64,  269 
bill   to  grant  certain    public  lands   to   the 
State  of,  for   tlic  purpose  of  aiding  to 
coiistriK't  a  railroad   from   the   town  of 
St.  Joseph  to  the  town  of  Hannibal,  and 
for  fiiher  pur[>oses, 
bill  to  establish   the  western  judicial  dis- 
trict in  the  Stale  <.f,        -         -         -      269,  380 
joint  resolution  to  give  to  the  Slate  of,  cer- 
tain pieces  of  artillery  captured  from  the 
Mexicans  by  the  volunteer.^  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Doniphan,    - 
bill  to  pay  the  Slate  of,  the  two  per  cent, 
upon   the   proreeds  fif  the   sales  of   the 
puMic  landssold  in  said  State,  which  has 
l)een  reserved  by  the  United  States  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  a  road  to 
■    aaid  State, 1049 
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-    177 


-    269 
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Missouri — 

bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 

village  of  Carondelet,  in  the  Slate  of,     -  1049 
(See  Land  Offices — Boundary — Post  7-outes — 
Ozark  County — Land  Claims.) 
Missouri    compromise   line,  on    the  slavery 

question,  rejected,  -         .         .         -  1062 

Mitchell,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    154,300,422 
Mitchell,  Robert  B.,bill  for  the  relief  of,      -     836 
Mitchell,  George  V.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     882, 

1049,  1072 
Mob  in  Philadelphia  against  the  Catholics, 

remarks  concerning,    -        441,442,443,444 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  bill  to 

grant  p^'tions  of  the  public  land  to  the,    774, 
^  943,  1059, 1062 

Moor,  Jeremiah,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -         -     298 
Moor,  Master  James,  compensation  to,        -  1052 
Moore,  John  M.,  bill  to  compensate,   339,  423,  641 
Moore,  Jonathan,  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, bill  for  the  relief  of,      -         -         .     238 
Morehead,  Charles  S.,  of  Kentucky,     1,  64,  103, 
360,  363,  447,  538,  812,  944  1047,  1072 
resolution  by,  ------     268 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,     537 
Morgan,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -      398,535 
Monroe,  James,  of  the  city  of  New  York, 

contests  the  seat  of  David  S.  Jackson,  24,  93, 
536,  616,  643 
to  be  heard  before  the  House,  -         -         -     549 
resolution  to  pay  per  diein  to,   -         -         -  1072 
Monument  to  George  Washington,  joint  res- 
olution authorizing  the  erection  of  a,  on 
the  public  grounds  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington,-       ------    245 

tQ  Mr.  Adams,  proposition  for  a,  and  de- 
bate thereon,  -        -        -         -      856,882 

to  Jackson.     (See  Jackson  Monument  Jls- 
socialion.) 
Morehead,  James,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -     835 
Morris,  Jonathan  D.,  of  Ohio,  1, 312, 449,  562,  836, 

868,  951 
announces  the  death  of  Thomas  L.  Hamer, 
late  a  representative  elect  from  Ohio,     -       69 
Morrison,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    -      400,592 
Morse,  Isaac  E.,  of  Louisiana,        1,73,  130,  267, 
308,  337,  529,  536,  548,  622,  746,  782 
remarks  concerning  the  one-hour  rule,      -       46 
remarks  on    the  proposition   to   refer  the 
President's  annual  messcge,  concerning 
the  Mexican  war,  -----    279 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  admission  of 

Wisconsin  into  the  Union,    -         -         -     749 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  -     839 
Morton,  Seth,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -      449,592 
Moulon,  Jaques,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 

representatives  of,  -        -         -        -     422 

Mountjoy,  Captain  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  legal  representatives  or  heirs  of,       -     951 
Mount  Vernon,  petition  praying  the  Govern- 
ment to  purchase,  -        -        -        -        -     726 

Myers,  Peter,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        -         -     994 
Myers,  Edward,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -         -     683 
Mullin,  Joseph,  of  New  York,  1,  49,  64,  221,  374, 
391,  392,  402,  429,  536,  548,  902,  946, 1007, 
1018,  1020,  1024,  10.50 
resolutions  by,  -        .         -         .        -       94,456 
remarks  on   the  appropriation  to  improve 
certain  avenues  in  Washington  city,      -     945 
Murphy,  David,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -         -     856 
Murphy,  Henry  C,  of  New  York,    1,26,  57,  60, 
308,  .390,  391,  412,  438,  444,  446,  4.S6,  463, 
464,  465,  604,  723,  777,  788,  789,  811,  8,39, 
842,  843,  852,  1050 
resolutions  by,  -        .        .        -57,94,344 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  for  the 
renewal  of  the  contract  with  the  rail- 
road   for   carrying  the   great   southern 

mail, -        -     117 

remarks  concerning  the  contested  election 

from  New  York, 624 

remarks  concerning  the  spirit  ration  in  the 
navy,    -         -         -         -         -         -         -     837 

remarkson  tlieproposition  for  international 
exchanges  of  books,  &c.,'     -         -         .     852 
Myerle,  David,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  103,  300,  536 

N. 
National  armory,  bill  to  establish  a,  at  Fort 

Massac,  State  of  Illinois,    60,  263,  1039,  1041 
bill    to  establish   two   national   foundries, 

and  a, 724 

other  propositions  connected  with  national 
foundries,  and,      -----  1041 


National  Observatory,  appropriation   to  the 
superintendent  of  the,  and  for  printing 
results  of  observations,  -         .         -         -     841 
Naturalized  citizens  of  the  Unitail  States,  bill 
declaratory  of  the  rights  of,  and  to  pro- 
tect them  in   the  peaceful  exercise  and 
enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  privileges, 
against   the   acts  and    influence  of  for- 
eign governments,  and  their  diplomatic 
agents,  -        -        -        -       459,  798,  805,  818 

Navigation  within  the  States,  concerning  im- 
provement of  the.  (See  Tonnage  Duties.) 
Navy,   resolution  presenting  the   thanks  of 

Congress  to  the,    -----    363 

bill  to  increase  the  medical  corps  of  the,  864,  951 
bill  for  the  creation  and  appointment  of 
admirals  in  the,     -----     951 

bill  to  indemnify  the  officers  and  crews  of 
United  States  vessels  of  war  for  losses  by 
shipwreck,  fire,  and  otherwise,      -        -    951 
bill  to  authorize  certain  promotions  in  the,     153 
bill  to  amend   the  act  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  naval  service  for  the  year 
1848,     -        197,  398,  592,  778,  812,  822,  861 
bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  forward  war- 
rant officers  in  the,         -         -         -      197,  423 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the,  for  the 
year  ending  June  30, 1849,    450, 623, 812, 822, 
825,  830,  836,  841,  8-14,  994,  995,  1012 
bill  providing  for  a  retired  list  in  the,         -     683 
bill  providing  for  the  construction  of  twenty 

sloop-of-war  brigs,         -        .        .        -     683 
(See  Thanks  of  Congress.) 
Navy  Department, communications  from  the,     73, 

412,463,868 
calls  upon  the,  ------     788 

Navy  pensions,  bill  for  the  relief  of  widows 
and  orphan  children  •f  officers  and  sea- 
men of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,      562, 
592,  772,  774,  777 
bill   renewing  certain   naval  pensions   for 
the  term  of  five  years,  and   extending 
the  benefits  of  existing  laws  respecting 
naval  pensions  to  engineers, firemen,  and 
coal-heavers   in  the  navy,  and   to  their 
widows,    779,  836,  882,  908,  943,  1006,  1058 
bill  in  amendment  of  an  act  concerning,  and 
the  pension  fund,  approved  June  30, 1844,     683 
Navy  Register,  received,      -         -         -         -     571 

resolution  concerning  the  plan  of  the,        -     836 
Navy  Register  and  Naval  Laws,  concerning 

the  compilation  of,         -         -         -        -  1049 

Naval  school,  bill   to  regulate  the  pay  and 
emoluments  of  the  professors  in  the,  and 
in  the  National  Observatory,         -         -    400 
bill  prescribing  the  age  at  which  candidates 
for  the  appointment  of  midshipmen   in 
the  navy  may  enter  the,  and  the  number 
and  mode  of  appointing  midshipmen  in 
the  navy,  and  for  other  purposes,  -        -     683 
Naval  Affairs,  the  Committee  on,         -         -       19 
instructions  to,    153, 164, 177, 181,  268, 269,  457 
bills  reported  from  the,  103,  153,  177,  197,  332, 
376,  449,  460,  562,  623,  683,  724,  779,  836, 
855,856,943,951,953 
reports  from  the,      -        -     103,  449,  562,  1049 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  sub- 
jects,    -        -        -        135,463,562,724,951 
Nelson,  William,  of  New  York,     1,  298.  377,  380, 
398,  401,  402, 453,  459,  461, 462,  536, 622,  923 
resolution  by,  ------    390 

Nes,  Henry,  of  Pennsylvania,     -  1,  62,  208,  240, 

462,  1050 
Newark  College,  in  the  State  of  Delaware, 
bill  to  authorize  the  trustees  of,  to  im- 
port certain  philosophical  apparatus  free 
of  duty,  -----     531 

Newcomb,  Francis  D.,  bill  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to   make  a 
compromise   and    settlement    with    the 
securities   of,  late  surveyor  general  of 
Louisiana,  ------       983 

New  Hampshire,  bill  for   the  settlement  of 

claims  of,  against  United  Slates,    57,  95,  238 
(See  Courts.) 
New  Mexico  and  California,  the  President's 
message,  concerning  value  of,  and  estab- 
lishment of  civil  governments  in,      989,  1006 
remarks  thereon,  by  Mr.  Vinton,     -      991,  992 
New  Orleans,  an   act   to   provide   additional 
quarters  near,  for  United  Slates  soldiers 
and  volunteers  returned  from  or  going  to 
the  peat  of  war  in  Mexico,    -        -      245,  322 
(See  CoUtction  District — Insper.ton.) 
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New  Jersey, resolutions  of  Legislature  of,  450,  459 

(See  Cotorts.) 
New  York,   resolutions  of  the  Legislature 

of  ...        -        -        42,311,459 

(See  Courts — Collection  District.) 
Newell,  William  A.,  of  New  Jersey,  1,  360,  431, 

836,  944,  1030 

resolutions  by,  -        -        94,  344,  387, 874 

.  Newspapers  to  members,  provision  for,       -       18. 

(See  Postage.) 

Newton,  George,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       103,  263 

NicoU,  Henry,  of  New  York,  1,  49,  64,  130, 

359,  360,  624,  632,  788,  791,  803,  838,  919, 

920,  923,  924,  931,  939,  1055,  1072 

resolution  by,  -        -        -        -        -        -      57 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  on  the  condition 
of  the  finances,      -----     359 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  foreign 

mail  service,  -..'--     g20 

remarks  on  the  bill  regulating  the  appoint- 
ment of  clerks  to  office,  -         -         -     803 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,   -  1055 
Noble,  Thomas  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -     923 
North  Carolina,  resolutions  of  the-  Legisla- 

•■ture  of, 459 

Notaries  public,  bill  to  authorize   them  to 
take  and  certify  oaths,  affirmations,  and 
acknowledgments  in  certain  cases,      779,  835 
Nourse,  Joseph,  deceased,  bill  to  authorize 

the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of,  -     266,  322 
787,  788,  823,  872 
Nullification,  remarks  touching,  -        -    285 

Nye,  J.  W.,  assignee  of  P.  Bargy  and  H. 

Stewart,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       723,864,923 

O. 

Oaths.     (See  Custom-houses.) 

official,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,   bill 
concerning,  -----     ggg,  872 
Obituary,  20,  40,  42,  69,  72,  73,  77,  214,  384,  503, 

581,  713 
Observatory.     (See  Mctional  Observatory.) 
Offenders,  certain.     (See  Treaty.) 
Offices   created,   and    appropriations   made, 

during  the  session,         -        _        -        -  xliii 
Ohio,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,         -     716 
Ohio  Saline  reservation,  bill  confirming  for- 
mer sales    by  the  State   of  Illinois  of, 
and  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  residue 
of  such  reservations,     -         -         -      398,  449 
Ohio  and  iVIississippi  Railroad  Company,  bill 
granting  the  right  of  way  through  the 
public  lands  in  Indiana  and  Illinois  to 

.  the, 797,  1030 

Ohio  volunteers,  proposition  to  pay  for  cloth- 
ing, &c., -  1041 

Ohl,  John  F.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        -        -    867 
Order  of  debate.     {See  Debate.) 
Orear,  N.  C,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -     177,  463 
Oregon,  the  question  of,  as  finally  adjusted 
with  England,  remarks  concerning,  by 
Mr.  Bayly,  -         -  ,       -         -         .         .     996 
Oregon,  bills  to  establish  the  territorial  gov- 
ernment of,    322,  457,  529,  542,  565,  639,  713, 
788,  995,  999,  1007,  1010,  1013,  1017,  1027, 
1062,  1080 
remarks  thereon,, by — 

Mr.  Bayly, 1022 

Mr.  Birdsall,     -        -  ■      -  1020,  1021 

Mr.  Boydon,     -        -        -  1017,  1020 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Mississippi,  790, 1023, 1024 

Mr.  Clarke, 1017 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  -  789,  790, 1013 
'Mr.  Cobb,  of  Alabama,     -         -         -1019 

Mr.  Collamer, 790 

Mr.  Dickinson,  .         -         .         .  1021 

Mr.  Gayle,  -  -  -  -  -  542 
Mr.  Green,     ^   -        -        -  1018,  1019 

Mr.  Haralson,  -  .  -  -  739,  790 
Mr.  Hilliard,  -  -  -  565,  791,  1021 
Mr.  Kaufman,  -  -  1013,  1014,  1017 
Mr.  McClernand,  -  -  -  -  1015 
Mr.  McLane,    -        -        .  1017,  1019 

Mr.  Palfrey,  -  -  -  -  _  ]021 
Mr.  Root,  -        -        -  1018,  1019 

Mr.  Sawyer,  -  -  -  -  .  i02i 
Mr.  Schenck,    -        -        -  1020,  1022 

Mr.  Smart, 545 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  790,  1013,  1014, 
,,     „  1015,  1020 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  Ohio,  -  -  -1018 
Mr.  Tuck,  -----  102? 
Mr.  Vinton,  -  -  -  789,  1017,  1020 
Mr.  Venable,     -        -        -    .    -        -     791 

30th  Congress — First  Session. 


Oregon — 

message  from  the  President  concerning  the 
necessity  of  organizing  a  territorial  gov- 
ernment in,  and  debate  thereon,    -        -     788 
bill  to  provide  for  suppressing  Indian  hos- 
tilities in  the  Territory  of,  and  for  other 

purposes, -    803 

bill  to  establish  territorial  governments  in 

Oregon,  California,  and  New  Mexico^,  -  1006 
joint  resolution  declaring  it  expedient  and 
proper,  ------ 

resolution  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of,  1057 
President's  message  approving  the  Oregon 

bill, 1081 

(See  Surveyor  General.) 

Osage  river.     (See  Missoiiri.) 

O'Siris,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -     398,810 

Outlaw,  David,  of  North  Carolina,       1,  449,  459, 

798,  931,  970,  1030, 1050,  1052,  1053 

resolution  by,   ------     179 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill,       -         -         .  1052 
Ordnance  corps.     (See  Pensions.) 
Owens,  Thomas  G.  V.,  deceased,  bill  for  the 

relief  of  representatives  of,     1026,  1049,  1072 
Ozark  county,  Missouri,  bill  to  authorize  the 
citizens  of,  to  enter  forty  acres  of  land 
for  acounty  site,  -----     641 


Pacheco,  Antonio,  bill   for  the  relief  of  the 

legal  representatives  of,  -         -         -     322 

Paddy,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     563,  698 
Palfrey,  John  G.,  of  Massachusetts,  1,  56,  60,  64, 
82,  85,  240,  453,  521,  536,  541,  548,  638, 
649,  652,  761,  786,  828,  849,  872,  908,  921, 
951,1007,  1019,  1050,  l'q52 
resolutions  by,  -       368,  456,  459,  649,  994 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to    refer   the 
President's  annual  message  concerning 
the  slave  question,         -        -        .        -     245 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  me- 
morial of  the  representatives  of  the  Yearly 
Meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends  ofNew 
England,  concerning  the  Mexican  war,      330 
remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  -         -         -         -     370 
remarks  concerning  the  delay  in  executing 

the  public  printing,  -  -  - '  -  411 
remarks  on  the  bill  allowing  Photius  Kav- 

asales  to  change  his  name,  -  -  -  460 
remarks  on  the  resolution  of  congratulation 

to  France,  concerning  slavery,  &c,  609,  610 
personal  explanation  by,  -  -  -  -  637 
remarks  on  the  privileges  of  members,  and 

concerning  slavery,        -        -        -        -     664 
remarks  on   the  proposition  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  manuscripts  of  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson,   919 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 

government  in  Oregon,  -        .        .  1021 

remarks  on  the  resolutioi  granting  certain 
brass  cannon  to  the  Jackson  Monument 
Association,  .        .         -        _        -    1045 

Palmetto,  brig,  bill  for  the  issuing  of  a  regis- 
ter to,  -----        -      632,  641 

Parker,  Commodore  Foxall  A.,  of  the  United 

States  navy,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  632,  855 
Parker,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  562,  868 
Parker,  Peter,  and  Jacob  L.  Martin,  bill  for 

the  relief  of, 683 

Parmenter,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  785, 1072 
Parmenter,  Welcome,  bill  for  relief  of,  -    952 

Passengers,  on  steamboats,  resolution  con- 
cerning,        -        -        -  -        -    237 
in  merchant  vessels,  bill  to  amend  the  first 

section  ofan  act  to  regulate  the  carriage  of,    237 
(See  American  Colonization  Society.) 
on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or 
in  part  by  steam,  approved  July  9,  1838, 
bill  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of 
the  lives  of,  -         -        -        -      264,  322,  398 
Passenger  vessels,  bill  to  provide  for  the  ven- 
tilation of,  and  for  other  purposes,    433,  537, 

548,  592 
Patent  Office,  bill  to  provide  for  additional  ex- 
aminers in  the,  and  remarks  thereon,  103,  263, 
266,312,400,403,411,725,774 
Patent  rights,  bill  to  provide  for  applications 

for  renewal  of,  in  certain  cases,  779,  784,  822 
Patents,  the  Committee  on,  -  -  -  -  20 
resolutions  of  instructions  to  the,  -  -  879 
bills  reported  by  the,  103,  154,  197,  449,  450, 
462,699,  779,994,  lO.'iO 
reports  from  the,  -  -  -  197,  322,  1063 
discharged  from  subjects,  -    779,  994,  1063 


Patents  for  certain  lands  in  Louisiana.     (See 

Louisiana.) 
Patterson,  A.  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -        -     923 
Pay,   extra,    to    the   employees    under    the 

Clerk,  &c.,    -        -        -        -  1052,  1057 

Pay  of  the  army,     (See  Army.) 
Pay,  three  months'  extra.    (See  Army — Ma- 
rine Corps — Collectors  of  the  Customs.) 
Pay  of  Generals  Cass  and  Taylor,  call  for  a 

report  of  the,  .         .        -        -     876,877 

Pay  of  the  private  soldiers  engaged  in  the 

war  with  Mexico,  bill  to  increase  the,  -     433 
Pay  Department  of  the  army,  bill  concerning 

thf , 908,  1071 

Payment  of  volunteers  and  regulars.     (See 

Volunteers.) 
Peacock,  proposition  to  indemnify  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  United  States  sloop  of 
war,  for  loss  of  clothing,  &c.,         -         -     830 
Pea  Patch  Island,  remarks  upon  the  applica- 
tion for  the  construction  of  Fort  Dela- 
ware on,        -        -        -        -        -        -     848 

Peaslee,  Charles  H.,  of  New  Hampshire,     1,  57, 

82,  95,  503,  598 
resolution  by,  -----     457 

remarks  concerning   charges   against   the 

Commissioner  of  Patents,  -         -     947 

Peck,  Lucius  B.,  of  Vermont,  1,  73,  698,  836,  994, 

1030 
resolutions  by,  -        -        -        -     456,  462 

Peltier,  Antoine,  bill  for  the  payment  of  a 

debt  due  to  the  heirs  of,         -         -        -     450 

Pendleton,  John  S.,  of  Virginia,  1,  41,  49,  62,  73, 

130,  241,  285,  345,^^374,  402,  449,  888,  914 

resolution  by,  -----     269 

•    remarks  on  the  resolution  of  congratulation 

to  France,     ------     filg 

Pennsylvania,  joint  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of,        -        -        -         -        -     322,  459 

resoluiions  of  the  Legislature  of,       -        -     505 
Pension  Office,  concerning  the  delay  of  busi- 
ness in  the,  ------     779 

Pensions,  bill  making  provision  for  the  wid- 
ows and  orphans  of  officers  and  soldiers 
killed  in  the  present  war  with  Mexico, 
or  who  have  died  or  may  die  in  the  ser- 
vice  or  after  their  discharge  on  account 
of  sickness  or  wounds  incurred  while  in 
the  service,    -         '-         -         57,  237,  798,  894 
bill  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
June  7,  1832,  entitled  "  An  act  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Revolution,"  to  those  who  served  three 
months,         -        -         -        -        60,  2G9,  459 

joint  resolution  relative  to  evidence  in  ap- 
plication for  pensions,  -        -        -        -     698    , 

bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  surviving  wid- 
ows of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary army,     -----     951 

bill  making  further  provision  for  surviving 
widows  of  the  soldiers'  of  the  Revolu- 
tion,      -         -        -        -         -         -     103,828 

bill  granting  pensions  and  annuities  to  cer- 
tain widows  of  officers  and  soldiersof  the 
revolutionary  war,         -         -         -         -     269 

petition  of  the  officeis  of  the  army  in  Mex- 
ico, for  their  families  in  case  they  fall  in 
battle,  and  report,  -        -      102,153,989 

bill  to  provide  pensions  for  all  the  officers 
and  soldiers,  regular  and  volunteer,  who 
have  been  injured  and  permanently  dis- 
abled in  the  service, 'in  the  existing  war 
with  Mexico,        -         -         -      181,  459,  698 
resolution  concerning,       -        -        -        -  1012 

bill  making  appropriation  for  the  payment 
of  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  year  1849,      -  237, 
622,  755,  769,  771 
bill   authorizing  the   payment  of  invalid  - 

pensions  in  certain  cases,  -  -  1006,  10.50 
bill  granting  pensions  to  the  officeis  and 
men  who  in  1804  volunteered,  under 
Captain  Stephen  Decatur,  to  recapture 
or  destroy  the  brig  Philadelphia,  then 
lying  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  -  269,683 
(See  Aary  Pensions.) 

an  act  amending  the  act  granting  half-pay 
to  widows  or  orphans  where  their  hus- 
bands and  fathers  have  died  of  wounds 
received  in  the  military  service  ot  the 
United  States,  in  cases  of  deceased  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  militia  and  vol- 
unteers, passed  July  4,  1836,         -     312,  461 
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Pensions — 

an  act  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  ex- 
isting pension  laws  to  enlisted   men  of 
the  Ordnance  corps  of  the  United  States 
army,    -        -         -        -  .    312,  400,  884,  903 

report  adverse  to  the  extension  of  the  pen- 
sion system,  -----     400 

proposition  to  reconsider  the  action  on  this 
leport,  and  debate  thereon,   -         -         -     828 
Pensions  under  the  act  of  1832,  resolution 

concerning  the  extension  of  the,    -      539,  541 
Percival,  Captain  John,  bill  for  relief  of,    400,  592 
Perkins,  Benjamin  G.,  bill  for  relief  of,     563,  698 
Perkins,  Hector,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     994 

Perry,  Reuben,  and  Thomas  P.  Li^on,  bill 

■for  the  relief  of,  -        -       '-       •237,423 

Perry,  Joseph,  a  Choctaw  Indian,  bill  for  the 

relief  of,         -        -        -        -        -    238,  787 

Perry,  Gid.  A.,  bill  grantinsj  pension  to,    779,  787 
Perry,  Jean   P.,  Jonah   Bleaklcy,  Nicholas 
Jarrot,  and  Robert  Morrison,  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of,      -         -         -         -     864 

Pettit,  John,  of  Indiana,    1.14,  24,  41,  60,61,519, 

641,  679,  710,  730,  808,  817,  822,  825,  856, 

-      910,  928, 929,  955,  969,  1006,  1023,  1024 

resolutions  by,  -        -        -        -       58, 788 

remarks  on  proposition  to  electchaplains,  15,  16 
personal  explanation  by,  concerning  a  re- 
port of  his  remarks  in  the  Union,  -         -       41 
remarks   on    the   President's   veto  of  the 
harbor  bill,    -         -         -         -         -         -       39 

Petrie,  George,  of  New  York,     -         -  1,463 

Pettibone,  Daniel,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     994 

Petty,  Elijah,  and  Hannah  Petty,  his  wife, 
heirs  of  John  Ceardon,  deceased,  bill  for 
the  relief  of,  -         -        -        -        -      312, 399 

Peyton,  Samuel  0.,  of  Kentucky,         -  1,930 

Phelps,  Noah  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     322 

Phelps,  John  S.,  of  Missouri,  1,41,49,56,60,  64, 

130,  2G9,  329,  359,  361,  380,  421,  431,  519, 

520,  539,  549,  558,  570,  624,  693,  797,  835, 

887,  905 
resolutions  by,  -        -         .        .        64,267 

Philosophical  apparatus.     (See  Juwark  Col- 
li s:c'J 
Piatt,  John  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 

representatives  of,  -         -         .         -     923 

Pike,  Mary,  the  widow  of  Ezra  Pike,  bill  for 

the  relief  of, 779,787 

Pilcher,  Josiah,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -         -     836 

Pilsburv,  Timothy,  of  Texas,    1,  15,49,207,208, 

204,  300,  452,  519,  740,  860,  911,  912,  989, 

1050 
Pistole,  Elizabeth ,  widow  of  Charles  Pistole, 

deceased,  an  act  for  relief  of,  725,  855,  1072 
Pittman,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  856,  994 
Pix,  Christopher  H.,  of  Texas,  bill  for  the 

relief  of, 450,592 

Plank  and  timlier,  bill  to  release  from  duty, 
imported  for  the  construction  of  plank 
roads,   -------     56.3 

Pollard,  Mary  Ann,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -     994 

Pollock,  James,  of  Pennsylvania,  1,  14,  25,  43,  56, 

65,  140,  153,  178,  208,  221,  227,  240,  257, 

267,  284,  337,  343,  363,  371,  375,  377,  401, 

410,  431,  435,  437,  449,  450,  453,  476,  507, 

529,  536,  542,  548,  551,  563,  564,  565,  570, 

624,  641,  787,  788,  796,  808,  836,  837,  841, 

849,  868,  872,  879,  882,  892,  923,  924,  926, 

954,  969,  981,  995,  1007,  1026,  1030 

resolutions  by,  -        -        -15,57,343,450 

remarits  on  the  proposition  to  amend  the 

rules,    -         -        -■-         -         -        -44 

remarks  concerning  the   rule   to   regulate 

debate,-         ------     jog 

remark?  on  the  bill  for  the  payment  of  the 

Texas  volunteers,  -         -         _         .     ■37(5 

remarks  on   the  deficiency  appropriation 
bill,       -        -         -        -         -         -         -     435 

remarks  on   the  bill  requiring  all  moneys 
for  customs  to  be  fiaid  into  the  public 
treaMury,        -  -         -         .         -      464,465 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  an- 
nual report  of  Commissioner  of  Patents,     481 
remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,      537 
remeyjcs  on  the  bill  concerning  the  foreign 
mail  service,  -----     gg] 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  appoint- 
ment of  clerks  to  office,  -         -        -     803 
remarks  concerning  pensions  to  widows 

of  revolutionary  soldiers,       -         .         -     gog 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  f)f  certain 
surviving  widows  of  officem  and  soldiers 
of  the  Revolution,  -         -        -         -     9153 


57 


60 


505 
983 


Pool,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -     322,  535 
Pope  Pius  IX,  of  Rome,   joint  resolutions 
commendatory  of  his  political  course,    - 
(See  jRome.) 
Port  of  entry,  bill   to   establish   the  city  of 
Brooklyn  as  a,      - 
an  act  declaring  Whitehall,  in  the  State  of 

New  York,  a, 

bill  making  Bangor  a,       -         -         -         - 
Port  of  delivery.     (See  Ship  Inland.) 
Porterfield,  James,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

legal  representatives  of,         -        -     398,  535 
Portrait  of  Baron  de  Kalb,  -         -         -         -     728 
Postage  on  newspapers,  bill  entitled  "An  act 
to  repeal  so  much  of  the  13th  section  of 
act  establishing  certain  post  routes,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  approved  March  3, 
1845,  as  authorizesa  charge  of,  convey- 
ed in  the  mail  within  thirty  miles  from 
the  city,  town,  or  other  place  in  which 
the  paper  may  be  published,  15,  57,  103,  422, 
641, -643,  771,  853 
"(See  FranMns;  Privilege.) 
bill  to  establish    the  rates  of  postage  on 
steamboats  and  other  water-craft  not  in 
the  employ  of  the  United  States,            -     459 
bill  to  regulate  the  postage  on,.         -     723,  853 
bill  further  to  amend  the  act  entitled  An  act 
to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage,  &c.,  pass- 
-ed  3d  March,  1845,  so  as  to  establish  a 
uniform  system  of  five  cents  on  all  let- 
ters,       868 

Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  Committee  on,        19 
resolutions  of  instruction  to  the,  57,  58,  64,  93, 
105,  179,  181,  237,  267,  268,  269,  343,  380, 
390,  433,  456,  457,  558,  459,  505,  778 
bills  and  resolutions  reported  from  the,  82,  197, 
237,  398,  463,  592,  641,  723,  771,  778,  804, 
835,  868,  950,  1049 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  sub- 
jects,     197,  237,  548,  549,  641,  723,  771,  868 
reports  from  the,       -       311,  398,  449,  460,  641 
Post  Office  Department,  calls  upon    the,  by 

resolution,  -     58,  179,  197,  244,  877,  943 

reports  from  the,       -         -     412,  459,  725, 1006 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  service 
of  the,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  30lh 
June,  1849.  and  debate  thereon,  774,  779,  792, 
793,  797,  804,  882,  884,  89;2,  894,  900,  901 
a  resolution  for  the  relief  of  such  persons 
as  may  have  incurred  the  disability  of 
the  28th  section  of  the  act  to  change  the 
organization  of  the,  and  to  provide  more 
effectually  for  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts thereof,  approved  July  2,  1836,  -    882 
Post  routes,  joint  resolution  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  An  act  to  establish  certain,  and 
for  other  purposes,         -         -         -         - 
bill  for  thfi  establishment  of  certain,  in  the 

State  of  Missouri,           -         -         - 
bill  to  establish  certain,  398,  792,  797,  835,850, 
859,  862,  872,  887,  943,  950,  1070 
Post  routes,  bill  to  amend  the  act  of  the  3d 
March,  1847,  entitled  An  act  to  establish 
certain  post  routes,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,           -----      152,237 
Postal  arrangements,  bill  concerning  the  for- 
eign,      ^     -     804,  805 

Postmaster,  John  M.  Johnson,  elected,         -       14 
Postmasters,  bill  authorizing,  at  county  seats 
of  justice,  to    receive   subscriptions  for 
newspapers  and  periodicals,  to  be  paid 
throui;h    the  agency  of  the   Post  Oflice 
Department,  and  for  other  purposes,     - 
Postmasters,  bill  to  regulate  the  compensa- 
tion of,  -----       94,  391 
Potomac,  the,  resolution  of  inquiry  concern- 
ing its  improvement,     -        -         -         -  1049 
Preemption  righl.«,  bill   to  grant,  for  certain 

islands  in  tiie  Great  Miami  river,  -  ■     825 

Preemption  claimants  for  Miami  lands  in  the 
Slate  of  Indiana,  also  by  their  .services  in 
the  Mexican  war  are  entitled  to  bounty 
lands,  bill  for  the  relief  of  those,    - 
Preemfiiion  land  claims,  bill  to  extend  an  act 
entitled  An  act  providing  for  (he  adjust- 
ment  of  all   suspended,   in   the  .'Several 
Stales  and  Territories,  approved  August 
3,  1846,         -         .        -         - 
Preemptions.    (Sec Raitronils — Public  Lands.) 
Preemptions  on    the  reserved    public  land 

(See  Public  Lands — Miami  liexcrve.) 
Prentiss,  Susannah,  bill  forthe  relief  of, 
Prentiss,  William  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
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President  of  the  United  States,  committee  to 

wait  on  the, 3 

the  annual  message  of  the,  debate  on  its 
reference,  and  action  concerning,  4,  65,  67,  94, 
100,  131,  141,  154,  178,  189,  197,  224,  225, 
238,  245,  258,  263,  264,  267,  276,  286,  294, 

438,  459 
his  veto  message  accompanying  the  return 

of  the  harbor  bill,  -         -         -         -       30 

calls  upon  the,  by  resolution,        57,  58,  73,  94, 

103,  178,  179,  267,  268,  269,  .303,  .304,  308, 

456,  459,  638,  876,  877,  910,  942,  943,  1027 

communications  from  the,        65,  105,  244,  312, 

339,  476,  .505,  789,  1057 

secretary  to   the,   to   sign   patents.     (See 

General  Land  Office.) 
call  upon  the,  for  the  instructions,  &c.,  to 
Mr.  Slidell  and  others,  and  a  communi- 
cation from  the,  in  response  thereto,  as- 
signing reasons  for  withholding  certain 
of    the    instructions,   &c.,    and    debate 
thereon,        103,  104,  166,  202,  205,  263,  457, 
459,  461,  463,  505 
communication  from  the,  enclosing  the  de- 
cree of  the  National  Assembly  of  France 
in  response  to  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  1057 
communication   from  the,  concerning   the 
Indian   war  in  Yucatan,  and  propwsing 
to  give  that  Government  aid, 
the  rights  and   powers  of  the,  under  the 
Constitution  defined,     -         -         -         - 
his  message  communicating  the  treaty  of 

peace  with  Mexico,       -     901,  910,  987,  1045 
his  message  concerning  the  value  of  New 
Mexico  and   California,  and   the  estab- 
lishment of  civil  government  there,  989,  1045 
his  message  concerning  the  instructions  to 
Messrs.  Sevier  and   Clifford,  ministers 

to  Mexico, 1025 

his  message  concerning  the  army  neces- 
sary as  a  peace  establishment,       -         -  1025 
his  messaije  approving  the  Oregon  bill,     -  1081 
Preston,  William  B.,  of  Virginia,'"l,  247,  461,519, 
563,  891,  900,  1027,  1050 
jresolutions  by,  -        -        -    269,461,1050 

Price,  Brig.  General.  (See  Thanks  of  Congress.) 
Promotions.     (See  J^\tval  Service.) 
Price,  William  J.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -  1049 
Printers  of  the  House,  letter  from  the,  con- 
cerning the  non-reception  of  the  Presi- 
dent's message,     -----       18 

Printing,  Committee  on,       -        .         -         64,  70 
joint  resolution  in  relation  to  the  printing 
of  the  documents,  i^c,  -        -        -        -  1050 

resolution  to  authorize  the  committee  to 

sit  during  the  recess,      -         -        -1081,1082 
call  concerning  the  progress  in   the,  and 

report  thereon,       -         -         -         -        82,  126 

remarks  concerning  the  delay  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the,    -        -        -      265,267,410,9.37 
resolutions  of  instruction  to,  179,  438,  453,  459, 
505,  514,  747,  852,  867,  877,  891,  937,  951 
extra,  ordered,  177,  375,  438,  822,  825,  866,  923 
reports  from,  &c.,  394,  368,  410,  412,  438,  463, 
466,  583,  699,  822,  866,  908,  937 
remarks  on  proposition  to  print  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Claims  proposing 
to  establish  a  board  of  claims, 
Privileges   of  members,  debate  concerning. 

(See  Slaves,  uhdncled.) 
Privilege,  breach  of,     - 

Private  Land  Claims,  the  Committee  on,      - 
resolutions  of  instruction  to  the, 
bills  reported  from  the,    238,  312,  399,  449,  680 
774,  951,  1049 
reports  from  the,       -        1.52,312,449,680,951 
discharged  from  consideration  of  subjects,     680 
Professors.     (See  JS'aval  School.) 
Provident  Association  of  Clerks  in  Washing- 
ton ciiy ,  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of,    312,  787 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  the  Commit- 
tee on,  -         -         -         -        -        -        ■„     ~'^ 

bills  and  resolutions  reported  from,  197,856 

instructions  to,  -      434,457,549,836,1006 

report  from,  ---'.'"  ^^^ 
Public  documents  and  reports,  joint  resolu- 
tion authorizing  and  directing  certain, 
which  arc  rcipiired  by  law  to  be  made 
by  the  President  and  the  several  Execu- 
tivcdcpartments  to  eiihcror  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  to  be  prepared  and  printed 
ready  for  delivery  at  the  commencement 
of  each  session,    -----     181 


24 


453 
19 
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Public  Expenditures,  the  Committee  on,       -       19 
instructions  to,       "  -        -         -        -     390,  877 
report  from,  on  tVie  national  finances,     798,  805 
Public  Lands,  the  Committee  on,  -         -       19 

resolutions  of  instruction  to,     64,  94,  177,  181, 
257,  268,  380,  390,  450,  456,  457,  458,  459, 
505,  539,  771,  778 
reports  from,     82,  237,  311,  434,  449,  548,  641, 
771,  797,  835,  867,  950,  1049 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  sub- 
jects,        -        -        -        .      152,  641, 867 
bills  reported  from,  152,  197,  237,  311,  398,  434, 
449,  548,  641,  679,  771,  797,  867,  868,  874, 
923,  950,  1049,  1063 
papers  referred  by  resolution  to,        -         -     457 
(See  Miami  Lands — Railroads — Mahama — 
Indiana — .Missouri — Rock  River — Mis- 
sissippi— Deaf  and  Dumb — Preemption 
Land  Claims — Illinois — School  Lands.) 
bill  to  make  appropriations  of  certain  pro- 
ceeds   of,   in    aid    of    education,    being 
amendatory  of  the   act   to  appropriate 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the   public 
lands  and  to  grant  preemption   rie;hts, 
passed  Sept.  4,  1848,       57,  60,  181,  771,  787 
bill  to  graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  the, 

to  actual  settlers,  -         -        -        60,  181,  269 
bill  in  explanation  of  an  act  to  appropriate 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  and  to 
grant  preemption  rights,         -        -     311,  867 
right  of  way  through.     (See  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi Railroad  Company — Railroads.) 
sales  of  the.     (See  Missouri.) 
bill  to  discourage  speculation  in  the,  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  appropriate  them 
in  limited  quantities  to  actual  settlers,    -     181 
report  on  the  graduation  and  reduction  of 

the  price  of  the, 867 

bill  to  cede  to  the  several  States,  on  certain 
conditions,  the,  within  their  respective 
limits,  -        -        -        -        -        -     181,380 

bill  to  reduce  the  minimum  price  of  certain 
reserved,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
and  to  grant  preemption   rights  to  the 

settlers  thereon, 380 

percentage  on  the  sales.     {See  Missouri.) 
grants  of.     (See  Wisconsin.) 
bill  to  authorize  and  require  certain  illegal 
entries  of,  at  the  land  office  in  Columbus, 
Mississippi,    to    be  "cancelled,   and    for 
other  purposes,     -----     762 
bill  to  amend  the  several  acts  providing  for 
the  correction  of  errors  in  making  en- 
tries of,  at  the  land  offices,     -         -      398,899 
bill  to  give  to  actual  settlers  the  benefit  of 
limited  quantities  of  the,  for  a  nominal 
compensation,  and  to  prevent  specula- 
tions in  the  same,  -        -         -        .     549,583 
Purkis,  Robert,  bill  authorizing  the  payment 

of  a  sum  of  money  to,  -        -    779,  797,  1072 
Pursers  in  the  navy,  bill  to  direct  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  to  settle   certain   ac- 
counts of,  who   have  been   required   to 
act  aa  pursers  of  the  vessels  of  which 
they  were  placed   in  command   during 
the  war  with  Mexico,  -        -        -        -     153 
(See  Rank.) 
Pursers,  assistant,  in  the  navy,  bill  providing 

for  the  app(j^ntment  of,  -         -        -     154,238 
Putnam,  Harvey,  of  New  York,      1,  25,  49,  152, 
237,  241,  269,  298,  311,  319,  361,  377,  402, 
434,  438,  449,  450,  503,  624,  641,  730,  762, 
771,  786,  797,  924,  1050,  1063 
resolutions  by,  prohibiting  slavery  in  terri- 
tory which  may  be  acquired,     391,  434,  1006 

a. 

duackcnboss.  Mangle  M.,  an  act  to  autho- 
rize the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
make  an  arrangement  or  compromise 
with,  and  his  coobligors,  orany  of  them, 
for  claims  on  bonds  given  by  them  as 
sureties  to  the  United  States,  -        -     725 

duarters  for  soldiers.     (See  J\''ew  Orleans.) 
auinn,  Edward,  bill  for  relief  of,         -      103,263 

R. 

Railroad  monopoly,  by  the  Camden  and 
Amboy  Railroad  Company,  remarks 
concerning  the  proposed  interference  of 
Congress  touching  the,  -         -         -     823 

Railroads,  bill  to  grant  the  right  of  way  and 
of  preemption  to  all  railroad.s  which  may 
be  constructed  over  the  public  land.s,    -       GO 


Railroads — 
select  committee  concerning  permanent  con- 
tracts with  the,  for  carrying  the  mails,  -     723 

Railroads.  (See  Illinois — Red  River  Railroad 
Company — Florida,  Alabama  and  Gtors;ia 
.  —  Whitney — Mails —  West  Feliciana — Mo- 
bile anl  Ohio  Railroad  Company — Ohio 
and  Mississippi  Railroad  Company — Cen- 
tral Railroad  Company — Girard  Railroad 
Comnany.) 

Ralston, 'William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     1.52,  263, 

300,  422 

Ramsay,  Captain  William,  his  memorial,    -     851 

Ramsey,  Robert,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     698,  787 

Randall,  Susan  C,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        -    399 

Rank,  assimilated,  to  surgeons  and  pursers, 
resolution  of  inquiry  concerning,  and 
debate  thereon,      -        -        -         -     153,  164 

Ransom,  Captain  Samuel,  an  officer  of  the 
revolutionary  war,  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of, 1049 

Raymond,  Warren,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -     698 

Rea,  Matthew,  a  lieutenant  in  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  bill  for  relief  of  heirs  of,  181,  269 

Reddick,  Willis,  bill  for  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  1049 

Red   river,  in  Louisiana,  bill  to  provide  for 

the  survey  of  the  mouth  of,  -         -        -     882 

Red  river  Railroad  Company,  bill  for   the 

relief  of  the,-        -        -        -      237,423,923^ 

Reeder,  Charles,  Wm.  R.  Johnson,  and  T. 

P.  Jones,  bill  for  relief  of,     -       1.53,  300,  598 

Register  to  vessels.  (See  Canton — Sarah  and 
Eliza —  Wilhamet — Robert  Henry — Encar- 

nacion Tridente   and    Celro — James 

Mary  Theresa — Palmetto.) 

Remains  of  deceased  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  army,  joint  resolution  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  transporting  to  the  United 
States  the,  in  certain  cases,    -        -     562,  680 

Renner,  Mary  B.,  the  widow  of  Daniel  Ren- 

ner,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -         -      322,787 

Rent,  debate  concerning  the,  paid  by  the 
Government  for  the  use  of  private  build- 
ings,       924,  925 

Reifsnyder,  Benjamin,  bill  for  relief  of,     562,  698 

Reporting.     (See  Debates.) 

Reservations  of  land,   bill   to  authorize  the 

sale  of,  and  for  other  purposes,      -         -  1064 
bill  authorizing  persons  to  whom  reserva- 
tions of  land  have  been  made  under  cer- 
tain Indian  treaties  to  alienate  the  same 
in  fee,   -        -        -        -        -        -     339, 399 

(See  Public  Lands — Ohio  Saline  Reserva- 
tions— Detroit  Straits —  Washington  city — 
Indian  Reservations.) 

Resolutions  submitted,  by — 

Mr.  Adams,  of  Massachusetts,  57,  60 

Mr.  Adams,  of  Kentucky,         -        -     942 


Mr.  Ashmun,    - 
Mr.  Barringer,  - 
Mr.  Beale, 
Mr.  Bedinger,  - 
Mr.  Blanchard, 
Mr.  Bocock, 
Mr.  Botts, 
Boyd, 


93,  390,  1011 

58,  179,  269 

-    269 

58 

95 

-       58, 269 

61,  178,  269,  304,  6.39,  1045 

179,  268,  855 


Brodhead, 


12,  67,94,  100,214,  281, 
311,  457 

Mr.  Brady,  "  ".  "  "  344, 457 
Mr.  Brown,  of  Virginia,  -  -  -  269 
Mr.  Brown,  of  Pennsylvania,  -  95,129 
Mr.  Brown,  of  Mississippi,    268,  505,  592, 

823,  1052 
Mr.  Burt,  - 
Mr.  Butler, 
Mr.  Cabell, 
Mr.  Caihcart,    - 
Mr.  Chapman,  - 
Mr.  Chase, 

Mr.  Clarke,  of  Kentucky,  -         -     457 

Mr.  Clingman,  179,  269,  457,  459,  505,  638 
Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  -  -  -  179 
Mr.  Cocke,  58,  268,  400,  433,  664,  825,  942 
Mr.  Collamer,  15,  152,  177,  723,  853,  891 
57,  459,  724,  747,  764,  1080 
-  343,  457 
-  179,  268,  4.58,  505 
58,  4.57,  .505,  1057 


269,  943,  1012 

-   344, 4.57 

267,  778,  867 

181,  4,58,  1057 

343,  994,  1049 

179,  380,  457,  549 


Mr.  Conner, 
Mr.  Crisfield, 
Mr.  Crowell,' 
Mr.  Crozier, 


Mr.  Cummins,    58,  179,  268,  458,  .521,  572 


Mr.  Daniel, 
Mr.  Dickey, 
Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Donnell, 
Mr.  Duer, 


931,943 
-       94 

58,  181,  268 
-  329, 457 
94,  391,  778 
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s  submitted,  by — 
Duncan,  of  Ohio, 
Duncan,  of  Kentucky, 
Dunn,  -  _  . 
Eckert,  -  .  - 
Edwards,  -  .  - 
Embree,  .  -  . 
Evans,  of  Maryland, 


-  744 

58, 268 
59,  181,  458 

-  457 

-  764 
268,  458,  771 
4,  14,  57,  95, 


268,  329,  343,  457,  995,  1012,  10.52 
Evans,  of  Ohio,  -  -  -  180,943 
Featherston,       -        -         .      jgi,  268 

Ficklin, 458 

Fisher,  -----  181 
Freedley,  -----  457 
Fries,  -        -       18,  180,  458,  1071 

French,  -  -  179,  268,  505,  778 
Fulton,  -  -  -  179,  269,  433 
Gaines,  -  -  -  -  539,891 
Gayle,         -         -         -         -      197,943 

Gentry, 58 

Giddings,  -  -  179,  268,  308,  641 
Goggin,  57,  103,  130,  179,  197,  269, 
343,  457,  463,  824,  922,  1012 
Gott,  -  -  -  -  57,  390,  505 
Green,  ...  -  64,267 
Gregory,  -  -  457,  459,  699,  994 
Giinnell,     -        -  57,  94,  457,  537 

Hale, 456 

Hall,  of  Missouri,  -  64,267,459 
Hall,  of  New  York,  94,  263  327,  390 
Hammons,  -         -        -       93,301 

Hampton,  of  Nevi' Jersey^-  -  874 
Hampton,  of  Pennsylvania,  95,  764 
Haralson,  -  -  268,  868,  873,  943 
Harmanson,       -        -        58,  268,  458 

Haskell, 73 

Henley,      -  16,  154,  181,  459,  745 

Flenry,       -----     455 

Hiiliard,     -        -         -        -        12,943 

Holmes,  of  South  Carolina,        38,  58, 

268,  363,  818,  1027,  1052 

Holmes,  of  New  York,       14,  390,  459 

Houston,  of  Alabama,        64,  308,  818 

Houston,  of  Delaware,  25,27.57, 

95,  825,  856 

Hudson,     -----       93 

Hunt,         -    3,  57,  73,  303,  867,  1080 

IngersoU,  C.  J.,       3,  57,  94,  197,  343, 

638,  1(168 

IngersoU,  J.  R.,     18,  94,  343,  679,  951 

Iverson,      -         -         .         -         .     457 

Jameson,    -         -        -  14,  64,  268 

Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  179,  268   457, 

811,  879,  937 

Johnson,  of  Arkansas,      4.18,  459,  877 

Jones,  of  Tennessee,     58,  70,  93,  129, 

179,  457,  877 

Jones,  of  Georgia,       -         -        70,877 

Kaufman,  -        -        -        -  64,67 

Kelloeg, 344 

Kennon,  -  -  -  -  181,527 
King,  of  Ga.,  58,  179,  268,  457,  1081 
,  King,  of  Mass.,   94,  103,  457,  856,  994 


181,  458,943 
58,  181,  268 

-  57, 456 

-  456 

-  267, 459 

-  3,  4,  24 

-  57 

-  64 

-  390 

-  268 
-   64,  267,  459,  10,52 

-  380 

-  4.57,851 
57,  344,  951 

179,  269,  458,  639,  1012 
-  57,  178,  6,38 
Mann,  of  Pennsylvania,  -  94,457 
Meade,  129,  179,  269,  623,  877,  943 
Miller,  -  -  -  -  180,  1011 
Morehead,  -         -         -         -     268 

Mullin,  -  -  -  -  94,456 
Murphy,    -        -         -  57,  94,  .344 

Nelson,  -  -  -  -  -  390 
Newall,  -  -  94,  344,  387-  874 
Nicoll,  -----  57 
Outlaw,  -  -  -  -  -  179 
Palfrey,  -  368,  456,  459,  649,  994 
Peaslee,  -  -  -  -  -  4.57 
Peck,  -        -        -        -     456,462 

Pendleton,  -         -         -         -     269 

Pettit,         ■        -        -        -       58,  788 


Lahm, 
La  Sere, 

■  Lawrence,  Sidney, 
Lawrence,  W.  T., 
Leffler, 
Levin, 
Ligon, 
Lincoln, 
Lord, 

Lumpkin,  - 
McClelland, 
McClernaiid, 
McDowell, 
Mcllvaine, 
McKay, 
McLane, 
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Resolutions  submitted,  by — 
Mr.  Phelps,       • 
Mr.  Pollock,      - 
Mr.  Preston,      - 
JVIr.  Putnam,     - 
Mr.  Rhett, 
Mr.  Reynolds,  - 
Mr.  Richardson, 
Mr.  Richey, 
Mr.  Robinson, 


-  64,  2G7 

-  15,  57,  343,  450 

-  269,  461,  1050 

-  391,434 

-  179, 624 

-  390 
59,  61,  181,  268 

-  181,434 

-  181 


iVIr.  Rockwell,  of  Massachusetts,  400,  457 
Mr.  Rockwell,  of  Connecticut,  140,  835, 
877,  943,  1029,  1052 
Mr.  Roman,  -  -  -  .  178, 457 
Mr.  Sawyer,  -  -  -  -  *  -  73 
Mr.  Schenck,  58,  1.53,  164,  180,  1012, 1049 
Mr.  Sheppprd,  -----     269 

Mr.  Sherrill, 390 

Mr.  Sims,  -        -         -         -      269,450 

Mr.  Slinserland,         -        -        57,  456,  459 

Mr.  Smart, 457 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  -  -  -  14 
Mr.  Smith,  oflllinois,  -  -  446,458 
i'vlr.  Smiih,  of  Connecticut,  -  -3,57 
Mr.  Stanton,      -         -  58,71,438,877 

Mr.  Starkweather,  -  -  -  -  563 
Mr.  Stephens,  82,  268,  303,  304,  434,  549, 
825,  852,  910,  937 
Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  57,  94,344, 
728,  768,  "852,  876, 1011,  1039 
IMr.  Stuart,  of  Michigan,  -        -        -    267 

Mr.  ?*(rohm, 343 

Mr.  Rtrono-, 343 

Mr.  Silvester, 456 

Mr.  Tallmadge,  -  -  -  -  387 
Mr.  Taylor,       -         -     458,  716,  &52,  1012 

Mr.  Thoma.s, 179 

Mr.  Tompkins,  -        -    181,4.58,1012 

Mr.  Thompson,  of  Pennsylvania,  237,343 
Mr.  Thompson,  of  Miss.,  59,  181,  454,  458 
Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  59,  61,  93,  375 
Mr.  Thompson,  of  Iowa,  -  -  -  267 
Mr.  Thurston,  -----  94 
Mr.  Toombs,  -  -  -  -61,179 
Mr.  Tuck,  -  .  -  -  457,788 
Mr.  Turner,  -  -  .  -  459, 505 
Mr.  Tweedy,  -  -  -  -  267,5.05 
Mr.  Van  Dyke,  -         -         -         -       61 

Mr.  Venable,  -----  457 
Mr.  Vinton,  -  -  25,27,58,65,281 
Mr.  Went  worth,  62.  181,  380,  505,  539 
Mr.  White,  18,  177,  390,  4^8,  527,  824,  825 
Mr.  Wick,  .  -  -  .  58,181 
Mr.  Williams,  -----  267 
Mr.  Woodward,  -  -  -  -  643 
Restaurador,  S[)anish  brig,  bill  for  the  relief 

of  the  owners  of  the,  -  -  ,  -  237 
Retroccs.-iion.  (See  District  of  Coluinhia.) 
Revenue;  from  customs,  bill  to  regulate  the 
co.st  of  collecting  the,  and  also  to  require 
all  public  morjeys,  from  whatever  source 
received,  to  be  [laid  into  the  treasury 
before  the  same  can  be  disbursed,  181 ,  433,  450, 

463,  474 
remarks,  liy — 

Mr.  H'all,  of  New  York,  -  -  474,475 
Mr.  McKay,     -        -        -      474,  475,  476 

Mr.  Toombs, 475 

Mr.  Hudson,     -----     475 
Revenue,  Maine,  bill  to  increase  the  efficien- 
cy of  the,      -         -        -         -        .        -     548 
Revisal  of  unfinished  business,  the  Commit- 

t'-f:  on, -         -      20 

Rev()luiir)nary  Claims,  the  Committee  on,  -       19 

bills  and  resolutions  reported  from,  56,  312,  399, 

460,  680,  774,  951,  1049 

re[)orts  from,     -     399,  562,  GbO,  774,  951,  1049 

di.si-hiir'.,red  from  subjecl.s,         449,  679,  836,  951 

Rcvdluiiiinary  Pensions,  the  Committee  on,         19 

resolutions  of  in.struction  to  the,    57,  58,  70,  93, 

103,  179,  181,  268,  269,  34.3,  462,  .592 

reports  from,     -      103,  154,  197,  2.3H,  322.  400, 

449, 460,  461 ,  562,  683,  698,  779,  H36,  W5,  952 

bills  and  resolutions re|)orl('(l  from,  103,197,238, 

400,  449,  461 ,  683,  698,  836,  855, 95] , 952,  953 

discharged  from  con.f  ideration  of  subjcct.s,    152, 

154,  4(i3,  562,  683,  698,  855,  952,  1050 

Reynolds,  Gideon,  of  New  York,        -1,401,590 

resolutions  l)y,  -         -         .         -         ,     3()(j 

Reynolds,  Richard,  l)ill  for  the  relief  of,     400,592 

Rhetl,  jinbert  Barnwell,  ofSoulh  Carolina,  1,57 

61,  127, 153,  1.54,  IKO,  229,  260,-4(IO,  6)9,  764, 

782,  784, 792,  793, 794, 808,  H!)2, m94,  h!)5,  hik;, 

900,961,999,  1080 


Rhett,  Robert  Barnwell,  of  South  Carolina — 
resolution  by,  -----     179,  624 

remarkscoiicerningtheproposition  to  have 
a  committee  on  the  commerce  among  the 
States  and  harbor  improvements,  ■   17,  18,  27 
remarks  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 

transportation  of  thegreat  southern  mail,       83 
remarks  concerning  the  assimilated  rank  to 

pursers  and  surgeons  in  the  navy,       165,  166 
remarks  explanatory  of  his,  concerning 

the  Mexican  war, &c.,-        -        -     285,286 
remarks  on  proposition  to  print  annual  re- 
port of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  482,  483 
remarks  concerning  the  mileage,  pay,  and 
funeral  expenses,  of  the  late  John  W. 

Hornbeck, 528 

remarks  on   the  subject  of  the  abducted 
slaves, concerningthe  privileges  of  mem- 
bers, slavery,  &c.,         -         -         .     549^  663 
Rhode  Island,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 

of,         -----        56,4.50,804 

Rhodes,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  154,  238,  326 

Rice,  rough,  and   paddy,  concerning,  -         -     312 

Richardson,  William  A.,  of  Illinois,    1,  59,  109, 

264,  304,  359,  431,  439,  447,  457,  4.58,  592, 

797,  831,881,  1030,  1062 

resolutions  by,         -        -        -  59,  61,  181,  268 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting   bounty  land 

to  the  military  force  in  Mexico,      -     434,  447 
remarks  on  the  resolution  providing  extra 
pay  to  the  army,  and   for   the  continu- 
ance of  certain  oificers,  -         -         .         -     934 
Richards,  Elisha  F.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  298,  787 
Richmond,  Charles,  bill  for  the  payment  of,  882, 

923  1072 
Riddle,  Hugh,  bill  for  the  relief,  of,  -  238,  787 
Rid'gely,  Charles  G.,  bill  directing  the  mode 

of  settling  the  claims  of,       61,  263,  300,  322, 

422,  423 
Right  of  way  through  the  public  lands.    (See 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  Railroad  Company — 
Girard  Railroad  Coinpa)Ui.<) 
Rights.     (See  J\'aluralized  Citizens.) 
Ritchie,  Thomas,  editor  of  the  Union,  Mr. 

Wilmot's  views  of,  -  -  -  -  306 
Richey,  James,  of  Oh  jo,       1,  298,  374,  377,  402, 

642,  1054 
resolutions  by,         -         -         -        -      ]Qi^  434 
Rivers.      (See  Hudson — Rock — Red — Savan- 
nah.) 
River  improvements.     (See  Harbors.) 
Roads  and  Canals,  the  Committee  on,  - 
bills  reported  from  the,     -         -         .         - 
resolutions  of  instruction  to  the, 
discharged  from  subjects,  .         -         - 

Road  fron)  the  Falls  of  St.  Croix  to  La  Pointe, 
on  Lake  Superior,  bill  making  an  appro- 
priation for  surveying  and  opening-  a,    - 
Robert  Henry,  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing 
of  a  register  or  enrolment  to  the  schooner, 
Roberts,  Robert,  bill  for  the  relief  of,   56,  178,221 
Roberts,  Eliza  S.,  the  widow  of  Lieutenant 

Moses  A.  Roberts,  bill  for  relief  of,  440,  592 
Robinson,  Daniel,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  82,263,300 
Robinson,  John  L.,  of  Indiana,    1,  152,  431,  503, 

708,  1080 
resolution  by,  -----     181 

rcnidrks  on   the  proposition   to   refer  the 
President's  annual, message,  concerning 
the  Mexican  war,  &c.,  -        -        -        -     193 
Rockhill,  William,  of  Indiana,      1 ,  104,  241 ,  402, 
431,  455,  459,  905 
Rock  river,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  bill  appro- 
priating a  portion  of  the  public  land  for 
the  improvement  of,       -         -         -         -     269 
Rockwell,  John  A.,  of  Connecticut,    1,20,25,47, 
56,  57,  60,  64,  73,  82, 126, 130, 140, 141.  146, 
177,  197,  221,  337,  2.57,  263,  264,  2(i7,  285, 
298,  300,  322,  3.39,  360,  377,  397,  398,  422, 
481,  483,  529,  5.35,  .536,  548,  563,  565,  570, 
571,  598,  622,  624,  631,  637,  641,  642,  679, 
698,  708,  723,  728,  730,  736,  784,  753,  762, 
764,  770,  786,  787,  788,  791,  797,  799,  807, 
810,  823,  824,  835,  839,  844,  8.50,  852,  853, 
8.57,  867,  868,  872,  875,  884,  887,  904,  908, 
920,  921,  923,  924,  930,  9.32,  936,  938,  939, 
9.50,  ;)53,  965,  969,  999,   1006,  1012,  1015, 
1029,  1031,  1045,   1049,  1050,  10.52,   10.53, 
10(!2,  1064,  lot;!),  1070,  1072,  1081 
resolutions  by,      140,  835,  877,  943,  1029,  1052 
announc(!s  the  dealh  and  cuio^ii'.cs  Ihe  life 
and  character  of  Hon.  Jabcz  W.  Hun- 
tington, late  Senator  from  Cormccticut,  -       20 
remarks  concerning  the  one-hour  rule,      -       45 
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Rockwell,  John  A.,  of  Connecticut — 

remarks  on   the  propositian   to   refer  the 
President's  annual  message,  concerning 
the  power  of  the  Federal  Government  to 
construct  Works  of  internal  improvement,     145 
remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  -        -      370,371,327 
remarks  on  the  condition  of  the  finances, 
on  the  bill  to  supply  deficiencies  in  ap- 
propriations, .         -         .         -         - 
remarks  on  subject  of  the  abducted  slaves, 
concerning  privileges  of  members,  &.C., 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  an  ex- 
tra number  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,concerning  the  proposed 
board  of  claims,    -         -         -         -         - 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  admission  of 

Wisconsin  into  the  Union,    -        -     749,  750 
remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriation 
for   the  payment  of  revolutionary  and 
other  pensions,  concerning  the  financial 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,     755- 
remarks  concerning  the  spirit  ration  in  the 

navy,    -        -  _     -        -        -      _  -      837,  842 
remarks  concerning  corporal  punishment 
in  the  navy,  ------     838 

remarks'on  the  financial  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  -        -        -     807 
Rockwell,  Julius,  of  Massacliusetts,  1,  49,  95,  152, 
178,221,  257,  641,  712 

resolution  by, 400,  457 

remarks  on  the  President's  proposing  to 
afford  aid  to  Yucatan,  -         -         -      709,  710 
Rodriguez,  Simon,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     312,  535 
Rogers,  John  B.,  of  South  Carolina,  bill  for 

the  relief  of, 398,  535 

Roll  of  the  House  called,     -        -        -        -    263. 

Roman,  J.  Dixon,  of  Maryland,  1,  60,  238,  239, 

267,  402: 
resolutions  by,  _        .        -        -      178^  457 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  improve 
certain  avenues  in  Washington,     -         -     945 
Rome,  remarks  on,  and  concerning  the  prop- 
osition for  a  charge  to,  -         -        -      418,  430 
remarks,  by — 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Pennsylvania,  -        -     443 
Mr.  Dickey,      -----    443 

Mr.  Ingersoll,  C.  J.,  -         -         -     439 

Mr.  Levin,        -        -        -        -     418,  441 

Root,  Joseph  M.,  of  Ohio,  1,  24,  62, 166, 180,  208, 
245,  263,  .307,  339,  398,  446,  461,  463,  6.32, 
637,  641,  709,  797,  804,  805,  806,  810,  835, 
838,  928,  983,  987,  995,  1011,  1018,  1024, 
1047,  1049,  1050,  1070 
remarks   on   the    proposition    to    appoint 
a  committee   on  commerce  among  the 
States,  and  concerning  harbor  improve- 
ments, -----         -        - 

remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  concerning 
the  contract  for  the  transportation  of  the 
great  southern  mail,       -         -         -         - 

remarks  on   the  subject  of  the  abducted 
slaves,  and  concerning  the  privileges  of 
members,  &c.,       -         -         -      662,663,664 
remarks  concerning  the  affairs  in  Yucatan 

and  the  proposed  aid  to  that  people, 
remarks  concerning  the  proposed  appropri- 
ation for  meteorological  observations,    - 
remarks  concerning  corporal  punishment 
in  the  navy,  ------ 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 

government  m  Oregon,-         1018,  1019,  1020 
remarks  on  the  harbor  bill,        -         -         -  1052 
Rotation  in  office,  Mr.  Johnson's  |resolution 

proposing,    ------     457 

Rose,  Robert^L.,  of  New  York,  1,  49,  146,  207, 
208,  240.  298,  921 
excused  from  service  on  the  Committee  on 

Revolutionary  Claims,  -         -         -         -     312 

Rules  of  the   House,  propositions  and   re- 
marks concerning  the,  3,  12,  14,  18,  49,  119, 
126,  238,  639 
committee  to  revise  the,  and  reports  upon, 

&c.,  -  -  20,  24,  41,  43,  47,  238,  412,  456 
proposition  to  amend  the,  to  punish  ren- 
counters in  the  House,  -  -  456,  1039 
discharged  from  consideration  of  subjects,  779 
propositions  to  amend  the,  -  -  -  1050 
of  the   two  Houses,  addition  to  the  joint, 

and  debate  concerning,        -      994,  999,  1006 

proposition  to  suspend  the  17lh,        -         -   1080 

Rumsey,  David,  of  New  York,  1,  238,  298,  312, 

319,  ,3.36,  374,  401,  4.37,  449,  461,  527,  548, 

558,  680,  797,  808,  827,  839,  897,  918,  925, 

946,  951,  1023,  1040 
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Russell,  Esther,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    -     197,423 


Salaries  of  all  officers,  propositions  to  reduce,     921 
Salaries  of  the  officers  engaged  in  the  coast 

survey,  concerning  the,  -         -         -     938 

Saline  reservations,  an  act  confirmino^  former 
sales  by  the  State  of  Illinois,  of  the  Ohio, 
and  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  residue  of 
such  reservations,  -        -        -        -    312 

Salomon,  H.  M.,  the  legal  representative  of 

Haym  Salomon,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    -    680 
Santa  Anna,  communication  from  the  Presi- 
dent concerning  his  return  to  Mexico,  and 
assigning  reasons  for  withholding  certain 
of  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Slidell,  &c.,   -     166 
i-eraarks  thereon,       -        -        -        -     902,709 
Sarah  and  Eliza,  bill  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  issue  a  register 

to  the, -      82,  154 

Sargent,  Nathan,  elected  Sei^eant-at-arms,  -       14 
lesolution  for  appointing  a  clerk  to,         -       64 
extra  pay  to,    -        -        -        -  1052,  1057 

Saunders,  Tliomas  R.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       953 
Savage,  John,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  legal  representatives  of,    -     449,  5n3,  698 
Savannah  river,  bill  making  appropriations 

for  removing  obstructions  in  the,        312,  398 
debate  concerning,  and  vote  upon,  an  ap- 
propriation for  removing;  obstructions  in,  943, 
948,  953,  955,  965,  983,  1058 
Sawyer,  William,  of  Ohio,     1,  24,  60,  71, 104, 178, 
181,  263,  269,  296,  303,  368,  369,  390,  450, 
452,  453,  465,  504,  506,  507,  592,-598,  613, 
632,  641,  730,  743,  760,  768,  786,  788,  797, 
837,  842,  843,  849,  861,  865,  868,  904,  920, 
923,  926,  930,  939,^941,  948,  951,  965, 1013, 
1028,  1040,  1049,  1070 
resolution  by,  ------       73 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  -        -        -        -    369 

remarks  on  the  bill  making  appropriation 
to  supply  deficiencies  in  former  appro- 
priations, concerning  the  delay  of  busi- 
ness, &c.,      -        -        -        -        -        -    393 

remarks  on  the  biH  making  provision  to 
bring  home  the  remains  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  who  fell  in  Mexico,    -     504,  505 
remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  506,  537 
I      "remarks  on  the  pension  appropriation  bill, 
in  defence  of  the  financial  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,    -         -         -     759 
remarks  on   the  naval  appropriation  bill, 

concerning  the  Wilmot  proviso,  &c.,  813,  814 
f  emarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appro- 
priation bill,  -        -        -        -     925,  930,  931 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  salaries 

•of  officers  on  coast  survey,     -     938,  939,  984 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  improve 

certain  avenues  in  Washington  city,     -    945 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 

government  in  Oregon,  -  1019,  1021 

remarks  on  the  harbor  bill,        -         -         .  1053 

Speaker,  the  election  of,       -        -        -        -        2 

his  inaugural  address,       -        -        -        -        2 

his  indisposition,  and  a  Speaker  pro  tern. 
appointed  by  the  House,       -        -      850,  855 
Scantland,  Major  James  M.,  bill  for  relief  of,  1039 
Schenck,  Robert  C,  of  Ohio,     1,  12,  17,  41,  58, 
59,  62,  85,  94,  95,  103,  120,  127,  153,  165, 
178,  208,  240,  319,  398,  401,  422,  429,  536, 
572,  598,  637,  782,  786,  788,  792,  796,  825, 
830,  831,  836,  841,  842,  843,  856,  881,  912, 
913,  914,  915,  923,  924,  925,  930,  941,  951, 
966,  990, 1012, 1018, 1045,  1050, 1055, 1058 
resolutions  by,       58,  153,  164,  180,  1012,  1049 
remarks  concerning  the  proposition  to  have 
a    standing    committee    on    commerce 
among  the  States,         -        -        -        -       17 

remarks  on   the  President's  veto  of   the 

harbor  bill,   -         -         -         -      .   -         -       36 

remarks  concerning  the  appointment  of  ad- 
ditional clerks  in  the  War  Department,    71,  72 
remarks  concerning  the  joint  resolution  for 
the  renewal  of  the  contract  for  carrying 
the  great  southern  mail,         -         -         .     120 
remarks    concerning  assimilated    rank  to 

pursers  and  surgeons  in  the  navy,  164,  165,  166 
remarks  on  the  refusal  of  the  President  to 
furnish  all   the   correspondence  and  in- 
structions touching  the   relations  with 
Mexico,         -         -        -        -        -      167, 170 

remarks  touching  party  policy,  on  the  hill 
making  appropriation  to  supply  defi- 
ciencies in  appropriations,     -     391,  392,  396 


Schenck,  Robert  C,  of  Ohio — 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  indemnify 
the  officers  and  ci-ew  of  the  United  States 
sloop-of-vvar  Peacock,  for  losses,  &c.,  831,  832 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  naval  gun 
practice,  and  other  propositions  in  the 
naval  appropriation  bill,         .         -         -    832 
remarks  concerning  corporal  punishment 
in  the  navy,  ------    838 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  the  mile- 
age, &c.,  due  Archibald  Yell,  of  Arkansas, 
late  a  representative,  to  his  administrator,     881 
remarks  concerning  the  appropriation  for 
the  coast  survey,  -----     939 

remarks  concerning  the  exploration  of  the 
Dead  Sea,     -        -        -        -        -        -     961 

remarks  on  the  civjj  and  diplomatic  appro- 
priation bill,  concerning  appropriation  to 
theSavannah  river, party  policy, &c.,  984,985 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,       1018,   1020,   1022, 

1023,  1024 
School  lands,  bill  granting  a  half  section  of 
public  lands  for  the  use  of  schools  within 
fractional  township  nineteen  south  range, 
eighteen  west,  in  county  of  Lowndes, 
State  of  Mississippi,     -        -        -        -     868 

bill  to  authorize  the  relinquishment  of  the 
16th  sections   in  certain  cases,  and  the 
selection  of  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof,      779, 

1049 
(See  Illinois — Indicma — Alabama — Florida.) 
School  purposes,  lands  for.     (See  Illinois.) 
Scott,  General  W.,  his  correspondence  with 
the  War  Department,  resolution  callino: 
for,  and  pi'oposition  to  print,  638, 641, 679, 698 
inquiry  concerning  the  suspension  of,        -     639 
inquiry  concerning  the  other  correspond- 
ence of,  ..----     679 

call  for  his  correspondence  with  the  War 
Department,  and  debate  concerning:  the 
printing  of  such  correspondence,  459,  514,  521, 
583,  673,  685,  698 
(See  Thanks  of  Congress.) 
Scott,  Thomas,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  152,  300,  571 
Scott,  Almedius,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     548,  698 
Seamen,  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  sick  and  disabled,  and  for  other 
purposes,       ------    237 

on  board  the  public  and  private  vessels  of 
the  United  States,  bill  to  repeal  in  part 
the  12th  section  of  the  act  for  the  regula- 
tion of,  -----     679,  864 

bill  to  repeal  the  5th,  6th,  "and  7th  clauses 
of  the  act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts 
,     relating  to  the  shipment  and  discharge  of, 
and  the  duties  of  consuls,  approved  July 
20,  1840,  and  to  amend  the  act  of  28th 
February,  1803,  relating  to  consuls  and 
American  seamen,         -        -        -        _    835 
Seats,  choice  of,  -         -         -        -        -        -  4,  14 

proposition  to  have  them  removed  from  the 
Hall,     -        -        -         -        -        -        -      58 

Seneca  county,  Ohio.     (See  Titles  to  Land.) 
Senter,  George,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -        -  1064 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  Nathan  Sargent  elecfed,  -       14 
instructions  to  the,    -..--_    238 
Settlers  on  the  public  lands.     (See   Public 
Lands.) 
bona  fide,  under  the  armed  occupation  act. 
(See  Florida.) 
Sexton,  .Tames  B.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      312,  535 
Shaffer,  Peter,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  322,  810,  812, 

823,  1006 
Shaw,  David,  and  Solomon  T.  Corser,  a  re- 
solution in  favor  of,       -        -      154,  398,  810 
Shawnee  Indians,  joint  resolution  providing 

for  the  payment  of  certain  deficiencies  to,     680 

Shepherd,  Isaac,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         548,  698 

Shepherd,  David,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     548,  698 

Shepperd,  Augustine  H.,of  N.  Carolina,  1,23,  401 

resolution  by,  -         -         -         -         -     .    -     269 

Sherrill,  Eliakim,  of  New  York,    1,  208,  240,  401 
resolution  by,  -  -----     390 

Ship  Island,  bill  to  make  a  port  of  delivery,  in 
the  collection  district  of  Pearl  river,  and 
to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a  sur- 
veyor for  said  port,        -         .         .     563,726 
Shiflet,  Nathaniel,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      400,  810 
Shipwrecked   persons   and   property  on  the 
Atlantic  coast,  bill  for  the  rescue  and 
protection  of,         -----       57 

Shoemaker,  Captain  George  R.,  deceased ,  bill 

for  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of,     298 


460 


581 
-  767 


820 

787 


Shreve,  Captain  Henry  M.,  bill  for  the  relief 

of,         -        -        -        103,263,300,483,536 

Silvester,  Peter  H.,  of  New  York,        1,  130',  154, 

.  400,  449,  452,  460,  461,  855,  951,  952,  1054 

resolution  by,  ------     455 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 
surviving  widows  of  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  revolutionary  army,     -         -         -     951 
Simonton,  John  W.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -    322 
Sims,  Alexander  D.,  of  South  Carolina,  1,  14,36, 
47,  58,  63,  64,  103,  120,  154,  221,  245,  263, 
276,  298,  311,  453,  460,  507,  539,  589,  679, 
683,  766,  793,  794,  804,  830,  833,  852,  855, 
860,  867,  876,  878,  892,  894,  928 
resolutions  by,          .-        -        -        .    -269,450 
remarks  concerning  the  rule  to  regulate  de- 
bate,              -      126, 127 

remarks  on  the  loan   bill,  concerning  the 
Mexican  war,        -        -         -         -     347,352 

remarks  on  the  right  of  a  man  to  chatjge 
his  name,      ------ 

announces   the   death,  and   pronounces  a 
eulogy  on  the  life  and  character  of  the 
late  J.  A.  Black,    ----- 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  charter 

of  Washington  city, 
remarks  on  the  bill  declaratory  of  the  rights 
of  naturalized  citizens,  -         .         -         - 
Simons,  Maurice  R.,  bill  for  relief  of,      -  69i 
Simpson,  Richard  F.,  of  South  Carolina,     1,311, 

398,908,923 
Skinner,  John  P.,  and  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Isaac  Green,  bill  for  the  relief 

of, -        -    311 

Slacurn,  William  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

personal  representatives  of,   -        -    868, 1050 
Slaughter,  W.  B.,  late- Secretary  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Wisconsin,  bill  for  relief  of,    -    177, 
238,  788,  810,  875 
Slave  trade,  international,  concerning,  -       82 

Slave  trade.     (See  District  of  Columbia.) 
Slaves,  resolution  concerning  the  prohibition 
of  the  sale  of  persons  held  as,  on  any 
.   precept  in  favor  of  the  United  States,     -     457 
(See  District  of  Columbia.) 
the  question  of,  as  connected  with  the  ac- 
quisition   of   new    territory,   &c.,    dis- 
cussed,-       -        -        -       245,393,395,552 

Mr.  Putnam's  resolution  for  the  interdic- 
tion of,  in  new  territory  which  may  be 
acquired  by  the  United  States,       -        -    391 
Slaves  abducted  and  recaptured,  belonging 
to  citizens  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
resolution    concerning,    by   Mr.    Gid- 
dings,    -------    641 

Slavery,  debate  upon  the  subject  of,  and  con- 
cerning the  privileges  of  members,  grow- 
ing out   of  the   excitement  consequent 
upon  the  abduction  of  slaves,        649,  657,  665 
Slavery,  concerning.    (St;e  District  of  Colum- 
bia— France — Oregon  discussion.)  i 
remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill,  concerning  the 
power  of  the  Federal  Government  over 
the  subject  of,  in  the  organization  oT  ter- 
ritorial governments,     -        -        -        -    545 

remarks  on  the  post  office  appropriation 
bill,  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  the  Wil- 
mot proviso,  &c.,  -         -         -         -         .     775 

remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill, 
concerning,  in  the  Territories,       -        -     812 
Slavin,  Parmelia,  late  the  wife  of  John  Blue, 

deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        -     463,  698 

Slidell's  instructions.     (See  President.) 

Slingerland,  John  J.,  of  New  York,     1,  263,  264, 

374,  390,  431,  461,  549,  583,  850,  865,  930, 

932,  937,  943,  951 

resolutions  by  -        -        -        -        57,456,459 

Sloop-of-war  brie;s.     (See  J^aval  service.) 
Slyter,  Jonathan",  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -      463,  698 
Smart,  Ephraim  K.,  of  Maine,    -  1,82,  361,  772, 

797,  1057 
resolution  by,  ------     457 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill,  concerning  the 
power  of  the  Federal  Govertnnent  over 
the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  territorial  governments,  and  the 
Texas  question.    -----    545 


Smith,  Caleb  B.,  of  Indiana, 
181, 


1,  73,  82,  93,  121, 


81,  238,  258,  268,  285,  286,  291,  322,  395, 
448,  538,  542,  563,  665,  738,  747,  753,  788, 
851,  875,  881,  943,  964,  987,  992,  995,  999, 
1006,  1007,  1017,  1024,  1027,  1050,  1062, 

1063 
resolution  by,     -----   14 
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Smith,  Caleb  B.,  of  Indiana — 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  appoint  a 
rommitiee  on  co.iinierce  nmons^  the 
Slates,  and  concerning  harbor  improve- 
ments,   -       28 

remarks  concerning   the  adoption   of  the 

onr-hour  rule,        -         -  -         -  -       45 

retnaiks  on  the  proposition  to  refer  the 
President's  annual  message,  conrerning; 
the  Mexican  war,  and  the  finances  of 
Government^  .....     094 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  an- 
nual   report    of    the   Commissioner    of 

Patents, 482 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  paj^  the  Texas  vol- 
unteers,   740,  741 

remarks  on   the  bill  lo  admit  the  State  of 

Wisconsin  into  the  Tlnion,     -     742,  751,  752 
remarks  concerning  the  establishment  of  a 
territorial  govenmient  in  Oie^on,     790,  1013, 
1014,  1015,  1017,  1018,  1020 
remarks  on  ilie  bill   to  cede  to  Indiana  the 

Cumberland  road  within  her  borders,   -     881 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  di|ilomatic  bill, 
concerning  the  improvement  of  the  Sa- 
vannah river,  partisan  politics,  (tc.,  965,  966 
967,  970,  971 
remarks  on  the  bill   to  establisli  te'iitorial 
jrovernments  in  Oregon,  California,  and 
New  Mexico,        .         -        -        -        .  1007 
Smith,  Elliot,  and  Nathan  Farnsworth,  bill 

for  the  relief  of,     -  ....  ]030 

Smith,  John  B.,  and  Sirneon  Dardon,  bill  for 

the  relief  of,  ....  459,  679,  728 
Smith,  Larkin,  bill  for  relief  of  the  heirs  of,  836 
Smith,  E.  Goodrich,  iiill  for  relief  of,  103,300,422 
Smith,  David  N.,  bill  for  relief  of,  864,  953,  1050 
Smith,  George  R.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  197,  422 
Smith,  James  Y.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     835 

Smith,  Captain  Charles,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  leiral  representatives  of,  -         -         -     951 
Smith,  Robert,  of  Illinois,  ],  12,  27,  41,  49,  56,  60, 
64,  177,  182.  257,  267,  269,  309,  337,  421, 
436,  4  17,  476,  503,  598,  604,  623,  683,  711, 
727,  743,  751,  761,  778,  808,  823,  824,  874, 
882,  1038, 105a 
resolutions  by,           ....     446^  459 
remarks  concerning  the  anpoinltnent  of  ad- 
ditional clerks  in  the  War  Department,        72 
remarks  concerning  the  appointment  of  ad- 
ditional clerks  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment,   -        - 436 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  bounty  land 

to  soldiers  in  Mexico,  -       447,  732,  735,  736 
remarks  on   the  proposition   to   print  the 
annual  report  of  the   Commissioner  of 
Patents,  ......     48O 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  admit  the  Stale  of 
Wisconsin  into  the  Union,  742,  743,  747,  752 
Smith,  Truinnn,  of  Connecticut,  1,  3,  49,  56,  100, 
101, 102, 103, 127, 153, 167, 322, 1050, 1058, 

1072 
resolutions  by,  .         .         -         -        -3,57 

remarks  on  the  propositions  to  amend  the 

rules  of  the  House,        ...         43^  44 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  supply  deficiencies 
in  appropriations,  concerning  the  Mexi- 
can war,        .-..-.     4]5 
remarks  on  the  proposition  lo  amend  the 
joint  rules,    ---.-.     995 
Smith,  Francis  H.,  of  Baltimore,  his  plan  for   , 

taking  yeas  and  nays,  -         -         -         .     412 
Smithsonian  Institution,  concerning  a  com- 
mittee on  the,  and  resolution  for  its  ap- 
pointment,   .         -         -        .15,  18,  47,  179 
remarks  by  Mr.  Andrew  Johnson,  -         -       48 
regents  appointed,    .....       (57 

remarks  of  Mr.  Milliard,  concerning  the 

operatinti  of  the,   -  -         -  -  47,48 

report  of  the  regents,        ....      105 

an  act  to  change  the  title  of  the,  to  that  of 
the  Washington  University,  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  indigent  children  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  itc,  -         -         -         -     181 

resolution  concerning  a  modification  of  the 
law  establishing,  -         -         .         .    453,  1050 
Snnvely,  Mr.,  of  Indiana,  bill  for  relief  of,  -     797 
Snyder,  John,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  legal  heirs  of,  -         -         -      152,  263,  300 

Somers,  the  brig  of  war,  hill  for  the  relief  of 

the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  officers 

seamen  and  marines,  of  brig,     785,836,  1072 

Sothoron,  James  F.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  H64,  923 

South  Carolina,  rcsolulioriB  of  Legislulurc  of,     154 


Spanish  steam  vessels,  bill  concerning,      785,  792 

Speculation.     (See  Public  Lands.) 

Speiden,  Williion,  purserUnited  Statesnavy, 

joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of,      -      322,535 
Speight,  Jesse,  late  a  Senator  of  the  State  of 

Mi.-isissippi,  -..---       40 
Spoliatii'iis  committed  by  the  French  prior  to 
the  31st  July,  180],  bill  to  provide  for  the 
ascertainment   and    satisfaction    of    the 
claims  of  American  citizens,  -         -         -     103 
Stafford,  Aaron,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    -         -     953 
Stafford,  Abigail,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -         -     836 
Stalker  &.  Hill,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  237,  423,  882, 

890 
Stanton,  Frederick  P.,  of  Tennessee,  1,  16,  24, 103, 
119,  120,  141,  153,  179,  181,  197,  238,  269, 
3G3,  376,  400,  415,  4.38,  449,  461,  562,  598, 
623,  637,  6.56,  693,  724,  753,  760,  761,  796, 
814,  817,  830,  848,  861,  905,  924,  930,  9.36, 
951,  985, 1006,  1020, 1023, 1047, 1055, 1064, 

1082 
resolutions  by,  -        -         -58,71,438,877 

remarks   concerning   the   rule  to  regulate 
debate,  -        -        -         -        -        -     127 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  refer  the 
President's  annual  message,  concerning 
the  power  of  the  Federal  Government  to 
construct  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment,     133,  144 

remarks  concerning^  the  reduction  of  the 
number  of  general  officers  on  the  close  of 

the  war, 630,  681 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  appoint- 
ment of  clerks  to  office,         -         -      802,803 
remarks   on  the  naval  appropriation  bill, 
concerning  an  appropriation  to  the  Hy- 
drographical  Office,      -         -        -       814,  830 
remarks  f)n  the  fortification  bill,  and  in  re- 
ply to  Mr.  Atkinson,  of  Virginia,  con- 
cerning an  appropriation  for  the  contin- 
uance of  certain  meteorological  observa- 
tions,   -        -      _-        -      844,845,846,847 
remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,       905 
remarks  concerning  the  appropriation  for 

the  coast  survey,  .....     939 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 

government  in  Oregon,  -         -  1020,1023 
Starkweather,  George  A.,  of  New  York,  1,  4,339, 
377,  402,  548,  550,  563,  571,  642,  643,  699, 
746,  768,  880,  929,  1030 
resolution  by,  --.---     563 
remarks  concerning  the  public  printing  and 
binding,         .-..-.     74(j 
State  Department,  calls  upon  the,  for  informa- 
tion,       59,60 

commu  nications  from,  18, 154, 263, 423, 535, 1071 
bill  to  create  the  office  of  Assistant  Secre- 
tary of  Slate,  and  for  other  purposes,     -     269 
an  act  supplementary  to   "  An   act  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  of  State   to  liqui- 
date certain  claims  therein  mentioned," 
passed  April  18,  1814,  -        -    726,  836,  1072 
Statistics,  of  receipts  from  customs,      -     317,  357 
ofcommercf,    -        -        -        -      357,452,758 

of  taxation,  under  the  Federal  basis,         -     359 
financiaH  -         -         -       404,405,406,756,757 
of  foreign  immigration,     -         -       ~.         .     547 
expenditures   for    works    of  internal   im- 
provement,   ......     913 

army,       .......  1006 

Statutes  at  large,  resolution  concerning  the 

distribution  of,      ...        -   983,  1049 
St.  John,  Daniel  B.,  of  New  York,  1,  49,  146,  311, 
377,  401,  449,  641,  693,  804 
Steamers.     (See  War  Steamers.) 
Steam   navigation,  joint  resolution   relative 

to, -        -    953 

Steam  Packet  Company.    (See  Washington.) 

Steenrod,  Daniel,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -        -    398 

Stephens,  Alexander  H.,  of  Georgia,  1,  61,  62,  82, 

93,  121,  1.52,  166,  178,  179,  180,  221,  268, 

286,  290,  298,  .337,  344,  351,  363,  368,  374, 

381,  390,  4.32,  434,  446,  448,  454,  4.55,  4.57, 

4,'")9,  460,  461,  481,  .521,  .537,  570,  584,  603, 

643,  665,  698,  699,  724,  728,  735,  736,  738, 

746,  747,  7.53,  755,  768,  772,  780,  784,  785, 

786,  833,  839,  850,  851,  857,  874,  877,  910, 

•       916,942,9.50,982,  992,  1006,  1007,  1010, 

1011,1012, 1014, 1025,  1045, 10.57, 1062, 1064 

resolutions  by,  82,  26a,  303,  304,  434,  549,  825, 

8.52,  910,  937 
remarks  concerning  the  personal  dilRculiy 
on  the  door  between  Messrs.  Haralson 
and  George  W.  Jones,  ...     454 


Stephens,  Alexander  H.,  of  Georgia — 
remarks  concerning  the  limits  and  bound- 
aries of  New  Mexico,   expenditures  nf 
government,  &.c.,  -       910,  911,  912,  915,  916 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  ab     i 

stract  of  army  contracts,        -         -      471,472 
remarks  concerning  the  correspondence  of 
General  Scott  with  the  War  Department, 
and  General  Taylor's  opinions  and  let- 
ters,      586,  587,  588 

remarks  concerning  the  abducted   slaves, 
slavery,  and  the  privileges  of  n>embers,  652, 

653 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the 

Scott  correspondence,  -       689,  690,  691,  592 
remarks  concerning  the  affairs  in  Yucatan 
and   the   proposed  aid  to   that  govern- 
ment,   .--.--.     711 
remarks  concerning  the  appropriation  for 

meteorological  observations, ...     826 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,   -     942 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  removing 
obstructions  in  the  Savannah  river  and 
concerning  the  policy  of  the  Administra- 
tion, veto  power,  &c.,  944,  959,  960,  961,  962 
Stewart,  Matthew,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

heiis  of, 152,  300 

Stewart,  William  T.,  proposition  authorizing 

pay  of  salary  to,    -         -         -         -         -     458 

Stewart,  Andrew,  of  Pennsylvania,      -  1,  56,  135, 

298,  309,  354,  3.55,  371,  374,  401,  431,  570, 

598,  603,  725,  747,  776,  799,  873,  876,  1039= 

resolutions  by,    57,  94,  344,  728,  768,  852,  876, 

1011,  1039 
remarks  on  the  President's  veto  of  the  har- 
bor bill, 35 

remarks  on    the  proposition  to   refer  the 
President's  annual  message,  concerning 
tariff,  the  power  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  construct  works  of  internal  im- 
provements, ..----     141 
remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  -         -         -         -     371 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  bill  to  supply 
deficiencies,  concerning  the  principles  of 
General  Taylor,    -         -         -         -  i      -     395 
remarks  on  the  resolution  of  inquiry,  con- 
cerning the  exports  and  imports  for  1847 

and  1848, 768,  769 

Stokes,  Sarah,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -      197,423 
Stokes,  William  B.,  bill  for  relief  of,  882,  950,  1072 
Stokely,  Nehemiah,  bill  for  relief  of  heirs  of,     774 
Storage.     (See  Cargoes.) 
Stone,  Colonel  John  H.,an  officer  of  the  rev- 
olutionary war,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of,         ...  1049 
Strohm,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,    1,  104,  466,  798, 
841,  855,  859,  863,  874,  1081 
resolution  by,  .-----     343 

remarks  on  the  resolution  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Expenditures,  concern- 
ing the  financial  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Trea.sury,   798,  789,  800,  806,  859,  864 
Strong,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,        1,  103,  238, 
240,  361,  400,  459,  562,  564,  759,  769,  779, 
792,  925,  930,  952 
resolution  by,  -.----    343 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  -        -         -        -     371 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  bill,  concern- 
ing the  .Mexican  war,   ....     423 

Stuart,  Charles  E.,  of  Michigan,       1,  47,  64,  119, 
120,  127,  128,  178,  207,  208,  221,  241,  267, 
277,  298,  .309,  336,  337,  380,  401,  402,  421, 
452,  461,  503,  519,  541,  548,  550,  563,  590, 
603,  624,  632,' 651,  653,  693,  716,  744,  824, 
828,  842,  864,  897, 923,  953,  969,  985,  1030, 
1049,  1064 
resolution  by,  ------    267 

announces  the  death  of  Edward   Bradley, 

late  meml)er  elect  from  Micliigan,  -       77 

remarks  on  bill  for  relief  of  Mary  Brown,    221 
remarks  concerning  the  proposals  for  bind- 
ing the  public  documents,      '         "         ",    ''^^^ 
remarks  on  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,      956,  968 
remarks  concerning  appropriation  for  Sa- 
vannah   river,    party    movements    and 
policy,  Geneial  Taylor's  opinions,  &c., 
&c.,      -        -        -        968,969,970,971,975 
Subscriptions  for  newspapers.    (See  Postmas- 
ter.) 
Suffrage,  free  discussion  concerning,  765,  766,  767 
Suffrage,  the  right  of.     (See  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. ) 
Suits.     (See  Civil  Suits.) 
Sullivan,  John  T.,  the  claim  of,  to  be  settled,    994 
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Supplies.     (See  Contracts.) 
Supreme  Court.     (See  Courts.) 
Surgeons.     (See  Rank.) 

Surveyor  general  of  the  public  lands  in  Ore- 
gon, bill  to  create  the  office  of,  and  to 
grant  donation  rights  to  settlers  therein, 
and  for  other  purposes,        269,  329,  380,  679 
bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  discontinuance  of  the  office  of  sur- 
veyor general  in  the  several  districts,  so 
soon  as  the  surveys  therein  can  be  com- 
pleted,"        ------     797 

Surveys,  plats,  and  field-notes,  joint  resolu- 
tion relating  to  errors  and  defective  re- 
turns in  certain,    -        -        -        -       64,269 

a  connected  map  of  the  public  lands  in  each 
State  authorized  to  be  procured  by  the 
Clerk  of  the  House,     -        -        -        -     723 

Surveys  in  the  State  of  Florida,  an  act  re- 
specting certain,     -        -        -        -      725,868 

appropriation  for,     -        -        -        -  1054,  1064 

(See  Land  Claims — Coast  Survey — Roads — 
Red  river.) 
Sutton,  Jesse,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        -        -     774 
Swamp  lands  in  Louisiana.    (See  Louisiana.) 
Talbot,  Thomas,  and  others,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of,  221,399 

Tallmadge,  Frederick  A.,  of  Nevir  York,       1,  24, 
57,  60,  64,  67,  73,  103,  312,  623,  641,  675, 
680,  797,  818,  827,  836,  843,  877,  882,  926, 
946,  949,  1030 
resolution  by,  -----     337 

remarks  on  presenting  a  memorial  asking 
the  interference  of  Congress  against  the 
monopoly  by  the  Camden  and  Amboy 
Railroad  Company,  &c.,  -  -  -  g23 
on  the  appropriation  to  improve  certain 
avenues  in  Washington  city,  -  944,  946 
Tariff,  remarks  concerning,  -        -        -     142 

(See  Duties.) 
Tayloe,  B.  0.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -     257,  5.35 
Taylor,  Edward,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -        -     698 
Taylor,  David,  proposition  to  pay  the  claim 

of, 1059 

Taylor,  Mary,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  908,  952, 1072 
Taylor,  Creed,  an  act  for  the  relief  of,       725,  771 
Taylor,  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -      779,787 
Taylor,  Gamaliel,  (late  marshal  of  Indiana,) 
and   his    securities,    bill   for   the   relief 

of,        ^ 908 

Taylor,  General.     (See  Thanks  of  Congress.) 
letter  of,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  concern- 
ing the  reprimand,         -        .        .        -    301 
remarks  concerning  his  principles,  -        -    395 
debate  concerning  his  correspondence,  and 

his  opinions,  -        -      584,  585,  586,  587 

his  pledges,  opinions,  &c.,  discussed,  889,  890, 
967,  970,971,975 
i    call  for  the  amount  of  money  paid  to  him 

by  the  Government,      -        -        -        -    942 

the  extra  pay  of,  -        -  1057,  1080 

Taylor  platform,  the,  -        -        -        .  IQH 

Taylor,  John  L.,  of  Ohio,     1^41,  49,  82,  85,  130, 
154,  181,  208,  241,  298,  319,  399,  449,  452, 
571,  590,  679,  716,  717,  774,  797,  921, 1030, 
1039,  1041,  1050,  1054 
resolutions  by,  -        -     458,  716,  852,  1012 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  pay  to  individuals 
the  expenses  incurred  in  mustering  vol- 
unteers,        ------    563 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  further  time 
for  locating  Virginia  military  land  war- 
rants,     853 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill,      -        -        -  1018 
Tee,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -         -     779 
Telfair,  Mary  M.,  the  heir  and  legal  repre- 
sentative of  Israel  Pearce,  bill  for  the 
reliefof,         -.--..     951 
Tennessee  volunteers.     (See  Beard,  Archi- 
bald.) 
Tennessee,  resolutions  of  Legislature  of,    179,  390 

(See  Courts.) 
Texas  volunteers,  joint  resolution  providing 
for  the  payment  ofthe  regiment  of,  called 
into  the  service  by  Colonel  Curtis,  com- 
manding officer  at  Camargo,      103,  269,  375, 

726,  841 
Texas,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  267,  390, 
583,  774,  779,  989 
(for  remarks  concerning  the  bounds  of,  see 
speeches  under  the  head  of  Mexico,  on 
President's  annual  message.) 
the  acquisition  of,  and  its  policy,  &c.,  dis- 
cussed,   545 


Texas — 

joint  resolution  giving  the  consent  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  the 
State  of,  to  extend  her  eastern  boundary 
so  as  to  include  within  her  limits  one- 
half  of  Sabine  Pass,  Sabine  lake,  and 
Sabine  river,  as  far  as  the  32d  degree  of 
north  latitude,         -        -        -     774,  836,  874 

remarks  concerning  the  boundary  of,         -     859 

{See  J^ew  Mexico.) 
Territorial  Government.     (See  Oregon.) 

joint  resolution  for  the  erection  of  the  Ter- 
ritories of  Oregon,  California,  and  New 
Mexico,  into  States  for  admission  into 
the  Union,  and  providing  for  the  organ- 
ization and  admission  of  other  Slates 
formed  out  of  those  Territories,  upon 
certain  conditions,         .        -        -        -    908 

joint  resolution  declaring  it  expedient  and 
proper  that  Congress  should,  without 
delay,  extend  the  protection  of  civil  gov- 
ernment over  the  Territories  of  Oregon, 
New  Mexico,  and  California,  -  -  1012 
Territories,  the  Committee  on,     -         -         -       19 

resolutions  of  instruction  to  Committee  on,    943 

bills  reported  from  the,     -        -      238,  322,  623 
Testimony,  bill  concerning,  .        -        .     868 

bill  providing  for  the  obtaining  of,  in  rela- 
tion to  claims  for  losses  sustained  in  the 
late  Florida  war,  -----  1026 
Thacker,  .Toel,  bill  for  the  reliefof,  -  461,  698 
Thanks  of  Congress.  Joint  resolution  of 
thanks  to  officers,  sailors,  and  marines 
of  the  United  States  navy,  for  their  effi- 
cient cooperation  and  services  in  the  late 
war  with  Mexico,  -        -        -        '.  1012 

to  the  navy,  resolution  for  presenting  the,     363 

joint  resolution  tendering  the,  to  Brigadier 
General  D.  E.  Twiggs,  Brevet  Major 
General  W.  J.  Worth,  Major  General 
G.  Pillow,  and  Brigadier  General  James 
Shields,  &c.,         -'       -        -        -        -    380 

joint  resolution  of,  to  Major  Gen.  Zachary 
Taylor,  and  the  officers  and  men  under 
his  command,  for  gallant  conduct  at  the 
battle  of  Buena  Vista,   -   57,95,304,571,725 

joint  resolution  expressive  of  the,  to  Major 
General  Winfield  Scott  and  the  troops 
under  his  command,  for  their  distin- 
guished gallantry  and  good  conduct  in 
the  campaign  of  1847,  -        -        -        73,  303 

Mr.  Giddings's  resolution  proposing  the, 
to  Albert  Gallatin  for  his  anti-war  stric- 
tures,   -        -       .-.      -        -        -        -    308 

joint  resolutions  giving  the,  to  Colonel 
Doniphan  and  Brigadier  General  Price, 
and  the  officers  and  men  under  their  re- 
spective commands,  in  the  late  military 
operations  in  New  Mexico  and  Chihua- 
hua, -----  327,  433,  459 
Thibodeaux.Bannon  G.,  of  Louisiana,  1,  57,  60, 
69,  152,  398,  430,  433,  563,  641,  770,  784,  987 

remarks  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  collec- 
tion district  of  New  Orleans,  -        -    461 
Thomas,  David,  bill  for  relief  of,  -        -     422 
Thomas,  James  H.,  of  Tennessee,    1,60,64,  152, 
177,  221,  298,  322,  398,  463,  548,  570,  637, 
641,  683,  867,  872,  994 

resolutions  by,         -----     179 

remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  -         -        -        -    325 

remarks  on  the  President's  message,  con- 
cerning the  peace  with  Mexico,     -         -  1010 
Thomasson,  Elisha,  bill  for  reliefof,   -     312,  .535 
Thompson,  William,  of  Iowa,      1,  103,  263,  269, 
309,  421,  619,  624,  632,  642,  764,  926,  1054 

resolution  by,  ------    267 

Thompson,  Richard  W.,  of  Indiana,     1,  61,  224, 

247,  248,  284,  399,  410,  616,  624,  643,  644, 

890,  901,  908,  946,  1039,  1041,  1050,  1058, 

1064,  1072 

resolutions  by,         -        -        -    59,61,93,375 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  refer  the 
President's  annual  message,  concerning 
the  Mexican  war,  &c.,  -        -      258,259 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  supply  deficiencies 
in  former  appropriations,  concerning  the 
Mexican  war,        -----     412 

remarks  concerning  the  contested' election 
from  New  York,  -----     624 

his  report  on  the  contested  election  from 
New  York,  -        -        -..".-        -    644 

remarks  on  Indian  appropriation  bill,  904,  905, 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  improve 
certain  avenues  in  Washington  city,     -    945 


Thompson,  Richard  W.,  of  Indiana — 
remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill, 

concerning  river  improvements,     -         -  1042 

remarks  on  the  letter  of  the  Commissioner 

of  Indian  Affairs,  -        -        -1069,1070 

Thompson,  John  B.,  of  Kentucky,   1,  49,  293,  311, 

360,  632,  727,  736,  738,  823,  884 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to- print  the 

abstract  of  army  contracts,   -         -         -     473 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  abducted 
slaves,  concerning  the  privileges  of  the 
members,  &c.,       -----     957 

Thompson,  Jacob,  of  Mississippi,     1,  30,  41,  56, 
58,  93,  104,  120,  126,  141,  178,  223,  438, 
4.39,  446,  447,  452,  454,  4.58,  462,  470,  526, 
538,  .539,  563,  564,  .583,  653,  683,  718,  724, 
742,  744,  7,52,  753,  771,  774,  786,  787,  792, 
817,  825,  827,  836,  861,  868,  872,  875,  880, 
881,  887,  888,  929,  930,  935,  1026,  1027, 
1037,  1044,  1045,  1046,  1049,  1053,  1055, 
1070,  1080,  1082 
resolutions  by,  -        -        59,  181,  454,  458 

announces  the  death  and  eulogizes  the  life 
of  Jesse  Speight,  late  Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi,        ------       40 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Supreme  Court,  -        -         .     432 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  bountjr  land 

to  the  volunteers  in  Mexico,  -        -     447 

remarks  on  Indian  appropriation  bill,    506,  507 
remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  the  cor- 
respondence between  General  Scott  and 
the  War   Department,    concerning   the 
Mexican  war,        --.'..     515 
remarks  on  Indian  appropriation  bill,    525,539 
remarks  on  the  military  bill,  concerning 
bounty  and  pay  to  volunteers,    673,  674,  731, 
734,  735,  736 
remarks  concerning  the   reduction  of  the 
number  of  general  officers  on  the  close 

of  the  war, 682 

remarks  on  the  Oregon  bill,       -        -        -  1018 
remarks  on  the  joint  resolution  concerning 
the  Cherokee  claim,       -        -        -        -  1026 

remarks  on  the   proposition  to  print  the 
report  concerning  the  establishment  of  a 
board  of  claims,    -----     724 

remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  Sa- 
vannah river,  concerning  the  opinions  of 
Generals  Taylor  and  Cass,  Whig  pol- 
icy, &c.,        ------     975 

Thompson,  James,  of  Penn.,    1, 12,  47,  129,  240, 

307,  337,  344,  373,  374,  459,  599,  803,  835, 

852,  853,  859,  860,  873,  875,  895,  896,  902, 

914,  944,  995,  1011,  1026, 1050, 1068 

resolutions  by,  -        -        -        -      237,  343 

remarks  concerning  the  one-hour  rule,      -       46 
his  defence  of  Mr.  Buchanan  against  the 

strictures  of  Mr.  Wilmot,      -        -     307,308 
his  resolution  to  expunge  from  the  Journal 
certain  declarations  against  the  Mexican 
war,      -        -        -        -        -         -        -    343 

remarks  on  the  resolutions  of  congratula- 
tion to  France,      -----     614 

remarks  concerning  the  irrelevancy  of  de- 
bate, &c.,      -----    795,796 

remarks  concerning  the  financial  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,       -        -     806 
Thompson,  Mary  W.,  widow  of  Lieut.  Col. 

Alexander  R.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     779,  787 
Thompson,  Robert  A.,  ofVa.,  1,400,  698,  730,  856 
Thornton,  Presley,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

heirs  and  legal  representatives  of,  -     836 

Throckmorton,  J.,  bill  for  reliefof,    140,  300,  422 

Thurston,  Benjamin  B.,  of  R.  Island,     1,  41,  383 

resolutions  by,  -----       94 

Tillard,  Captain  Williams.,  bill  for  reliefof,     398 
Title  to  certain  tracts  of  land  in  the  State  of 

Arkansas,  bill  to  settle  the,   -        -        -    771 
to  a  tract  of  land  in  Seneca  county,  Ohio, 
bill  to  confirm,       -----     797 

bill  to  vest  the  title  ofthe  United  States  in 
the  purchase  of  certain  lands  sold  under 
execntion  against  Gordon  Boyd,  -     882,  951 
Tobacco  trade,  resolution  concerning  the,     -    343 
joint  resolution  concerning  the,         -        -    995 
Todd,  Bernard,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 

representatives  of,  -        -        -        -     398 

Tompkins,  Nancy,  bill  for  the  reliefof,  153,  .300, 

422,  644 

Tompkins, Patrick  W.,ofMississippi,  1,  103, 170, 

178,  181,  246,  304,  312,  399,  431,  4.59,  461, 

521,  592,  644,  680,  723,  736,  760,  771,  951, 

1040,  1041 
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Tompkins,  Patrick  W.,  of  Mississippi — 

resolutions  by,  -         -        -    18^  458,  1012 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  refer  the 
President's  annual  message,  concerning 
the  President's  refusal  to  furnish  all  the 
correspondence  touching:  our  relations 
with  Mexico,  and  the  Mexican  war,     -    202 

remarks  on  ihe  Indian  appropriation  bill, 
concernino;  Indian  schools,    -         -         -     538 

remarks  on  the  bill  concerning-the  foreign 
mail  service,  -        -        -        -        -     620 

remarks  on  the  pension  appropriation  bill,     760 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  pay  the  mile- 
age, «fcc.,  due  Archibald  Yell,  of  Arkan- 
sas, to  his  adminislraior,       -         -         -     881 

remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill,  -  1037 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  the  right  of 
way,  &c.,  to  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road Company,  -  -  ..  ■  -  -  1062 
Tonnage  duties,  bill  authorizing  the  several 
States  in  the  Union  to  lay  tonnage  duties 
on  all  vessels  or  steamboats  entering  their 
ports  or  harbors,  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
proving the  navigation  of  said  States,  57,  154 

debate  concerning,    -         -         -        -     894,  895 

proposition  to  allow  Missouri  to  collect,  -  1054 

Toombs,  Robert,  of  Georgia,  1,4,71, 104, 169,  279, 

286,  373,  400,  450,  453,  465,  482,  483,  884, 

887,  944,  995,  1033,  1035,  1037,  1042,  1045, 

1055,  1058,  1063,  1070 

resolutions  by,  ...        -       61,  179 

remarks  on  the  refusal  of  the  President  to 
furnish  all  the  correspondence  and  in- 
structions touching  the  relations  with 
Mexico, -     169 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  addi- 
tional examiners  in  the  Patent  Office,   -     400 

remarks  on  the  bill  requiring  all  moneys 
received  from  customs  to  be  paid  into  the 
public  treasury,    -----     475 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  print  annual 
report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,.    481 

remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  abducted 
slaves,  concerning  the  privileges  of  mem- 
bers, &c.,      -----      649,  655 

remarks  on   the  appropriation  to  remove 
obstructions  in  the  Savannah  river,       -     944 
'    remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  improve 

certain  avenues  in  Washington,    -        -     945 

remarks  on  army  appropriation  bill,  1035,  1037 
Towle,  David,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -         -     856 
Trade,  certain.     (See  Vessels.) 
Treasury  Department,  communications  from 

the,  18,  25,  69,  73, 154, 244,  412,  463,  571,  808, 
868,  1057,  1070,  1071 

calls  upon  the,  94,  179,  181,  343,  398,  457,  505, 
548,  764,  768,  1012 

remarks  concerning  the  alleged  alterations 
by  the  Secretary,  of  his  annual  report,  265,266 

(See  Finances  of  Governmenl.) 

an  act  to  enable  and  authorize  the  account- 
ing officers  of  the  treasury  to  audit  and 
settle  the  accounts  of  certain  acting  offi- 
cers therein  mentioned,  -  312,  399,  891 
Treaty,  the  Florida,  bill  further  to  carry  into 
effect  the  provisions  and  stipulations  of 
the  ninth  article  of  the,  with  respect  to 
certain    losses   of  Spanish   subjects   in 

West  Florida, 983 

Treaty  with  Mexico,  bill  providing  for  pay- 
ing the  award  of  commissioners  under,     938 

bill  to  provide  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
fifth  article  of  the  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico  establishing 
the  Ijoundary  line  between  them,     1064,  1070 

bill  to  carry  into  effect  certain  stipulations 

of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States 

of  America  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico, 

by  f)roviding  a  board  of  claims,        1064,  1072 

Treaty  of  [leace  with  Mexico,  nicssnge  from 

the  President  connnunicating,.  901,  910,  1010 

Mr.  Trial's  letter  concerning  the,      -         -  1057 

bill  to  carry  into  effect  certain  provisions 
in  the  treaties  betsveen  the  United  States 
and  China  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  giv- 
ing certain  judicial  powers  to  ministers 
and  consuls  of  the  United  States  in  those 

countries, 1026 

Treaties  of  extradition,  bill  for  giving  effect 
to  certain  treaty  sti[iulalion.s  between 
this  and  foreign  Governments  for  the  ap- 
prehension and  delivrrinj:  up  of  certain 
off(  nders,  868,  951, 1026, 1049, 1062, 1070 

Trcbon,  Francis,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -        -     856 


Tridante  and  Cetro,  bill  authorizing  the  issu- 
ing of  registers  to  the  Spanish  steam  ves- 
sels,           785,  788 

Triplett,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      312,  535 
Trist,  Nicholas  P.,  a  letter  from,  concerning 
the  making  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with 

Mexico, 1057 

Tropical  plants,  an  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  to  encourage    the  introduction  and 
promote  thecuUfvation  of  tropical  plants, 
approved  9th  July,  1838,       -        -        -     950 
Tuck,  Amos,  of  New'Hatnpshire,    1,  60,  82,  177, 
178,  196,  197,  240,  455,  463,  548,  570,  578, 
598,  622,  642,  675,  683,  724,  742,  764,  784, 
788,  827,  833,  964 
resolutions  by,  -        -         .        .      457,  788 

remarks  on  the  proposition  to  refer  the 
President's  aimual  message,  concerning 
the  Mexican  war,  &c.,  -        -        -     197 

ramarks  concerning  the  proposed  appro- 
priation  for  a  depot  for  naval  stores  at 

New  Orleans, 830 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 

government  in  Oregon,-        -         -         -  1022 

Turner,  Thomas  J.,  of  Illinois,      1,  64,  103,  146, 

176,  181,  182,  208,  267,  268,  269,  309,  361, 

374,  380,  383,  402,  461,  536,  570,  641,  675, 

725,  736,  784,  894,  896,  900,  947,  948,  956 

resolutions  by,  -        -         -        -     459,  505 

remarks  concerning  the  Mexican  war,  and 

the  Whig  party,    -----     589 

remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  -    956 

Turner,  William  J.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -     770 

Turner,  Jesse,  an  act  for  relief  of,    725,  951,  1072 

Tucker,  John,  and  Barbara  Lancaster,  bill 

for  the  relief  of,  -  -  -  r  -  393 
Tucker,  Aaron,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  322,  535 
Tyler,  John,  his  opinions  discussed,  -    957,  967, 

971,  972 

Tweedy,  John  H.,  of  Wisconsin  Territory,   1,  4, 

73,  103,  104,  208,  269,  270,  309,  319,  337, 

360,  377,  380,  400,  431,  476,  503,  505,  519, 

520,  536,  570,  590,  622,  637,  675,  693,  742, 

743,  744,  751,  761,  786 

resolutions  by,  -        -        -        -     267,  505 

remarks  on   the  bill  for  the  admission  of 

Wisconsin  into  the  Union,  742,749,  750,  752 

U. 
Union  Bank  of  Florida,  bill  for  relief  of  the,     867 
United  German  Confederation, proposed  con- 
gratulations of  Congress  to,  -        -        -  1068 

V. 

Van  Campen,  Moses,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  1049 

Van  Dyke,  John,  of  New  Jersey,  1,  65,  103,  281, 

450,  551,  581,  622,  624,  631,  761,  929,  1018, 

1024,  1053,  1072 

resolution  by,  -        -        -        -        -        -       61 

remarks  on  the  deficiency  appropriation 
bill,  against  any  additional  conquests  in 

Mexico, 437 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial 
government  in  Oregon,  .         .         -  ]022 

VatteiTiftre,  Alexandre,  a  citizen  of  France, 
petition  from,  concerning  his  proposed 
system    of    international   exchanges  of 
books,  maps,  &c.,         .        -        -        -     412 
an  acknowledgment  from,         -         -         -  1062 
Venable,  Abraham  W.,  of  North  Carolina,  1,  62, 
103,  2G9,  322,  411,  453,  483,  525,  536,  571, 
764,  768,  779,  784,  824,  838,  853,  857,  896, 
919,  928,  929,  932,  940,  944,  946,954,  1006, 
1010,  1020,  1029,  1041,  1045,  1050,  1052 
resolution  by,  -        -        -        -        -         -     457 

remarks  concerning  the  terms  of  the  reso- 
lution calling  upon  the  President  for  the 
instructions  to  Mr.  Slidell,    -        -        -     105 
remarks  on   the  proposition   to  refer  the 
President's  annual  message,  concerning  1 

the  power  of  the  Federal  Government  to  \ 

construct  works  of  internal  improvement,     143  | 
remarks  concerning  the  pay,  miftage,  and 
funeral  expenses,  of  the  late  John  W. 

Ilornbeck, 528 

remarks  on   the  subject  of  the  abducted 
slaves,  and  concerning  slavery  and  the 
privilegesof  members,  itc,    653, 654,  655,  672 
remarks  on  the  bill  granting  bounty  land 

to  volunteers,         .         .         -         -         .     735 
remarks  concerning  the  establishment  of 

territorial  government  in  Oregon,  -        -     791 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  to  improve 
the  Savannah  river,       .        -        .        -     944 


Venable,  Abraham  W.,  of  North  Carolina — 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  certain  sur- 
viving widows  of  officers  and  soldiers  of 

the  Revolution, 952 

Ventilator,  conical.     (See  Esjjy,  James  P.) 
Vermont,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  -     698 
Vermont  militia,  bill  for  the  payment  of  the 
fourth^  regiment  in  the  second  brigade  of 
.  the  third  division  of  the,  for  services  at 
the  battle  of  Plattsburg,        -        -    908,  519, 
994,  1049,  1072 
Vessels,  American,  an  act  extending  privi- 
leges to,  engaged  in  certain  mentioned 
trade,  and  for  other  purposes,        -      725,  771 
Veto,  the  President's  message  returning  the 
harbor  bill,  and  discussion  subsequently 
concerning,   -----       30,  958 
of  the  army  bill  by  Washington,      -         -     958 
House  resolution  concerning  the,      -•       -  1011 
Via,  William,  bill  for  relief  of,     -        -      562,698 
Vigo,  Colonel  Francis,  bill  for  relief  of  the 

legal  representatives  of,         -        -        -     322 
Vinal  Haven.     (See  Collection  Districts.) 
Villalobos,    Joseph    Argotte,    Marie   Rose, 
Francois  Felix,  Marquis  de  Fougeres,   , 
their  heirs  and  legal  representatives,  bill 
for  relief  of,  -        -        -        -      679,  867,  923 
Vinton,  Samuel  F.,  of  Ohio,         1,  16,  17,  48,  56, 
iGO,  61,  62.  65,  67,  93,  126,  131,  170,  180, 
189,  197,  224,  225,  237,  264,  267,  280,  281, 
28G,  287,  300,  312,  326,  339,  353,  354,  363, 
369,  373,  387,  391,  398,  399,  403,  412,  422, 
429,  430,  433,  436,  437,  446,  450,  463,  476, 
481,  505,  506,  507,  523,  526,  529,  537,  538, 
539,  562,  583,  586,  589,  592,  611,  622,  638, 
639,  665,  673,  674,  683,  689,  710,  713,  722, 
723,  725,  738,  753,  755,  759,  760,  769,  772, 
774,  777,  784,  785,  786,  787,  788,  792,  793, 
794,  797,  803,  808,  810,  812,  817,  821,  822, 
825,  826,  830,  832,  833,  835,  836,  837,  839, 
841,  843,  844,  848,  849,  650,  857,  859,  861, 
864,  865,  867,  873,  877,  882,  884,  887,  891, 
892,  894,  896,  897,  900,  901,  904,  905,  908, 
913,  916,  919,  920,  921,  923,  924,  925,  926, 
930,  931,  936,  937,  938,  939,  953,  992,  994, 
995,  997,  999,  1007, 1011,  1014, 1019,  1024, 
1028,  1030,  1035,  1039,  1040,  1041,  1046, 
1047,  1054,  1058,  1059,  1062,  1063,  1064, 
1070,  1071, 1072,  1080 
resolutions  by,          -        -      25,  27,  58,  65,  281 
remarks  concerning  the  appointment  of  the 
standing  committees,  and  a  committee  on 
commerce  among  the  States,       16,  18,  25,  27 
remarks  on  the  President's  veto  of  the  har- 
bor bill, 34 

remarks  concerning  the  one-hour  rule,      -       45 
remarks  on  the  bill  to  supply  deficiencies  of 

appropriation  for  the  army,  -  -  -  65 
remarks  on  deficiency  appropriation  bill,  437 
remari<s  on   the  proposition   to  refer  the 

President's  annual  message,  -        -      102,297 
remarks  concerning  the  delay  in  reporting 
the  appropriation  bills  to  the  House,  and 
public  printing,     -        -  ■      -         -        -     265 
remarks  on  the  loan  bill,  -        -      312,  369,  370 
his  eulogium  upon  the  life  and  character  of 

Mr.  Adams,  -        -      ,  ".       :        -     386 

remarks  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  524,  525 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  abducted 
slaves,  slavery,  privileges  of  members, 

&c., 652 

remarks  on  the  bill  giving  bounty  lands  to 
volunteers,  and  concerning  the  Mexican 
war,      ------      731,  732 

remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  s^mission  of 

Wisconsin  into  the  Union,  -  -  -  743 
remarks  on  the  pension  ap|)ropriation  bill,  760 
remarks  on  Post  Office  appropriation  bill,  782 
remarks  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,       808, 

825,  838,  861 
remarks  concerning  the  establishment  of  a 

territorial  government  in  Oregon,  789,  790,  791 
remarks  on  Oregon  bill,   1017,  1019,  1020,  1022 
remarks  on  referring  the  President's  mes- 
sage communicating  the  treaty  of  peace 

with  Mexico, 902 

remarks  on  the  President's  message,  con- 
cerning the  acquisitions  in  Mexico,  their 
bounds,  value,  &c.,       -        -        -      990,991 
remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill,     920, 
924,  925,  938,  940,  941,  942,  943,  944,  946, 
947,  954,955,984,  1054 
remarks  on  the  appropriation  for  the  coast 
survey,         ------    938 
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Vinton,  Samuel  F.,  of  Ohio — 

remarks  on  the  mileage  to  the  messengers 
who  bring  the  return  of  Presidential 
election,        -         -        -        -        -        -    940 

remarks  concerning  the  appropriation  for 
the  Congressional  Glqbe  and  Appendix,     942. 

remarks  concerning  an  appropriation  to  im- 
prove the  avenues  in  Washington  city,  -  '946 

remarks  on  the  army  appropriation  bill,     1027, 
1028,  1032,  1033,  1034,  1037 

remarks  concerning  the  appropriation  for 
Savannah  river,  955,  957,  958,  963,  968, 1058 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  the  right  of 
way,  &c.,  to  the  JMobile  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road Company,     -        -        -        -        -  1062 

Virginia,  proposition   to  pay  certain  judg- 
ments of,       -----        -  1059 

Virginia.     (See  Courts.) 

Voltigeur  regiment,  concerning  its  retention 

in  the  service,        -----  1012 

Volunteers.     (See    Texas   Volunteers — Cana- 
dian Vulunteers — Indian  Volunteers.) 

bill  to  allow  subsistence  to  certain  Arkan- 
sas and  other  volunteers  who  have  been 
prisoners  of  war  in  Mexico,  -   908,  1071 

bill  to  provide  clothing  for  volunteers  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,     -     154,  197 

proposition  to  pay  for  clothing  of  Ohio 
volunters,      -        -        -        -        -        -  1041 

bill  to  provide  for  filling  up  vacancies  in 
the  volunteer  corps  now  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  -        t        -     154,  322 

bill  for  relief  of  the,  engaged  in  the  military 
service  x)f  the  United  State's,        269,  380,  463 

joint  resolution  directing  the  payment  of 
certain  volunteers  and  regulars  under 
limitations  therein  presented,    '     -        -    269 

advances  to^     (See  Claims  of  Individuals.) 

extra  pay  to.  (See  bill  concerning  the  dis- 
charge of  officers,  'under  the  head  of 
Mexico. ) 
Voting  by  machine,  resolution  authorizing 
the  erection  of  a  machine  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  taking  the  yeas 
and  nays,      ------     856 

W. 

Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  bill  in  addition  to 
an  act  therein  named  making  a  grant  of 
land  to  the  trustees  of  the,     -         -         -     679 
Waldron,  Charles,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      298,  535 
Walker,  Patrick,  bill  granting  a  pension  to,  -     571 
Walker,  Gideon,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        398,  .535 
Wall,  John,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  heirs  of,  -        -        -        -        -        -    908 

Wallace,    Colonel    Robert,   aid-de-camp    to 

Gen.  William  Hull,  bill  for  relief  of,  298,  535 
Wallace,  Daniel,  representative  from  South 

Carolina,       -----     824,  999 

Wain,  S.  Morris,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       140,  300 
War  with  Mexico.     (See  Mexico.) 
War  Department,  calls  upon  the,  by  resolu- 
tion, 57,  58,  64,  178,  179,  180,  268,  269,  457, 
505,  680,  824,  873,  931,  1012,  1052 
instructions  to  the,   -        -        -    891,951,1080 
communications  from  the,       105,  154,  244,  301, 
326,  339,  390,  412,  432,  571,  725,  771,  785, 
808,1006,1071 
War  steamers,  joint  resolution  proposing  a 
line  of,  from   the  port  of  Monterey  or 
San  Francisco,  in  California,  to  Shang- 
haeor  Canton,  in  China,       -        -     724,728 
Ward,  George  R.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,         -     460 
Ward,  Joseph  D.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    856,  1050 
Ward,  Joseph  and  Lindsley,  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of,  - 152,  300 

Ward  &  Smith,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -        -  1045 
Warden  of  the  Penitentiary,  resolution  di- 
recting the  Clerk  of  the  House  to  fur- 
nish the,  with  fifty  copies  of  the  report 
of  the  officers  of  said  penitentiary,         -     641 
Ware,  Lieutenant  Francis,  bill  for  the  relief 

of  the  legal  representatives  of,        -    312,  787 
Wareham,  Massachusetts.     (See  Collection 

Dzstvicls, ) 
Warren,  Daniel  H.,  bill  for  relief  of,  327,  400,  810 
Warren,  Cornelius,  of  New  York,       -         1,  797 
Warrington,  Captain  Lewis,  and  others,  bill 

for  the  relief  of, 683 

Washington  Gas  Light  Company,  bill  to  in- 
corporate the,         -       460,  836,  868,  877,  894 
Waterman,  Silas,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     154,  300 
Watson,  James  C.,  of  Georgia,  bill  for  the 

benefit  of  the  legal  representatives  of,  --     867 


Watterson,  D.  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  908, 1029, 
«  ■  1072 

Washington,  Georgetown,   and  Alexandria 
Steam    Packet   Company,    bill   suppl-e- 
mental  to  the  act  to  incorporate  the,       -  1049 
Washington,  General  George.     (See  Monu- 
ment.) 
Washington's  veto  message,         -        .        -     958 
Washington  Mutual    Fire  Insurance  Com- 
pany, bill  to  incorporate  the,         -        -     460 
Washington,  Henry,  late  Deputy  Surveyor 
of  the  public  lands  in  Florida,  an  act  to 
provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim 

of,         - 725,  797 

Washington  city.     (See  Slaves.) 

bill  to  continue,  alter,  and  amend  the  char- 
ter of,    - 679,  766 

bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  a  part  of  public 
reservation   No.   13,  in,  and   for  other 
purposes,       -----     864, 951 

bill  concerning  an  appropriation  to  improve 
certain  avenues  in,         -         -         -         -     944 

resolution  of  thanks  by  the  authorities  of, 
to  Congress,  ------  1071 

Watkins,  Eleanora  B.,  widow  of  Gassaway 

Watkins,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        -     641,  698 
Ways  and  Means,  the  Committee  on,  -       19 

proposition  for  a  clerk  to  the,    -        -        -     126 
resolutions  of  instruction  to  the  Commit- 
tee of,  -     27,  58,  343,  344,  456,  457,  638,  852 
bills  and  resolutions  reported  from,  60,  197,  237, 
264,  267,  298,  326,  446j  450,  529,  562,  793, 
797,  835,  850,  867,884,  908,  923,  999,  1071 
discharged  from  tlie  consideration  of  sub- 
subjects,        -----     463,  723 

reports  from  the  Committee  of,         -     797,  994 
Weed,  Elijah  J.,  deceased,  late  (Quartermas- 
ter of  the  marine  corps,  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  sureties  of,  -        -        -        -      152,  300 

Weights  and  measures.     (See  France.) 

Wentworth,  John,  of  Illinois,      1,  34,  41,  49,  60, 

61,  62, 135, 146, 181,  208, 240,269,  270,  308, 

309,  361,  372,  373,  374,  380,  383,  399,  402, 

412,  422,  520,  529,  536,  542,  548,  563,  572, 

590,  624,  637,  638,  639,  644,  675,  693,  744, 

761,  786,  787,  788,  825,  833,  841,  842,  852, 

874,  880,  890,  900,-  918,  926,  937,  949,  950, 

966,  986,  987,  992,  995,  999,  1018,  1024, 

1027,  1045,  1047,  1048,  1049,  1050,  1054, 

1064,  1068 

resolutions  by,  -         62,  181,  380,  505,  539 

remarks  concerning  the  public  printing,  410,  411 

remarks  concerning  harbor  improvements. 

General  Cass's  opinions,  &c.,         -      966,  967 
remarks  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,   -     986 
West  Feliciana  railroad  company,  bill  for  the 

relief  of  the, 764 

Wheat.     (See  Drawback.) 

Whitcher,  William,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -    856 
White,  Hugh,  of  New  York,  1,  3,  15,  18,  25,  71, 
130,  153,  263,  270,322,  361,  400,  421,  422, 
431,  439,  449,  452,  519,  529,  536,  550,  562, 
728,  772,  774,  778,  779,  785,  786,  788,  797, 
822,  830,  831,  836,  837,  839,  849,  850,  856, 
857,  860,  867,  872,  908,  918,  923,  925,  942, 
1006,  1007,  1049,  1058,  1062 
resolutions  by,     8,  177,  390,  438,  527,  824,  825 
pronounces   an   eulogy   upon    the   life    of 
Hon.   Chester   Ashley,  late  a   Senator 
from  Arkansas,  deceased,      -         -         -     714 
White,  Zelpha,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     -     238,535 
White,  Moses,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of, -     908,  953 

White,  Benjamin,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -     237,  423 
White,  Sarah,  bill  for  the  relief  of,       -         -     683 
White,  Alfred,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -      882,  951 
Whitehall     (See  Port  of  Entry.) 
Whitney's  proposed  railroad  to  the  Pacific, 

select  committee  upon,  -        -     ^-        -     604 
bill  to  set  apart  and  sell  to  Asa  Whitney, 
of  New  York,  a  portion   of  the  public 
lands  to  enable  him  to  construct  a  rail- 
road from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Pacific,  716, 

-  868 
Whitsett,  John,  bill  extending  to  the  heirs 
of,  the  privilege  of  purchasing  a  quarter 
section  of  land,  which  was  given  to  him 
by  an  act  approved  March  2,  1839,        -     771 
Whittell,  Robert,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -         -     698 
Wick,  William  W.,  of  Indiana,    1,  49,  57,  73, 127, 
152,  179,  180,  312,  339,  435,  449,  459,  542, 
564,  680,  736,  7«6,  787,  849,  850,  857,  877, 
896,897,  1041,  1047 
resolutions  by,  -        -        -      -  -      58,  181 


Wick,  William  W.,  of  Indiana — 

remarks  on  the  bill  granting  bounty  land 

to  the  soldiers  in  Mexico,      -         -      435,  436 
remarks  on   the  deficiency  appropriation 

bill, 436 

remarks  concerning  the  personal  difficulty 
between  Messrs.  Haralson  and  G.  W. 
Jones,  -------     455 

remarks  on  the  bill  to  indemnify  individu- 
als for  advances  made  to  volunteers,    552,  564 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  abducted 
slaves,  and  concerning  slavery  generally,    664, 

665 
Wiley,  James  S.,  of  Maine,     1,  2.38,  322,  327, "462, 
698,  772,  856,  994 
Wilhamet,  barque,  bill  to  aulhorize  the  issue 

of  a  register  to  the,         -         -         -         .     311 

Wilkinson,  David,  bill  for  relief  of,  908,994, 1072 

Williams,  Flezekiah,  of  Maine,  -      1,  26,  73,  361 

resolution  by,  ------     267 

Williamson,  Elizabeth,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     683 

Willis,  Elisha  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      311,  .5:)5 

Wilmot,  David,  of  Pennsylvania,  1,298,308,332, 

395,  813,  835,  850,  1U30 

proposition  for  a  direct  tax,  and  remarks 

thereon, 281 

remarks  concerning  the  editor  of  the  Union, 
and  the  proposition  for  a  direct  tax,  ami 
strictures  on  Mr.  Buchanan,  -         -     304,  307 
Wilmot  proviso,  debate  concerning  the.   (See 
Slavery.) 
incidentally  alluded  to,  &c.,      .        -         -     889 
Wilson,  Joseph,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -    154,  197, 

788,  810 
Wilson,  William  H.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  698,728 
Wilson,  Arthur,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  563,698 
Wilson,  John,  bill  for  the  relief  of,  -  -  698 
Wilson,  James,  of  New  Ham|)shire,   1,  238,  380, 

675,  744 
remarks  on  the  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Wisconsin  into  the  Union,    -         -         -     743 
Winans,  Ross,  bill  for  the  relief  of,      -         -1050 


1 
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Winthrop,  Robert  C,  of  Massachusetts, 
elected  Speaker,        -        -        -        .         - 
his  innaugural  address,     -         -         .         . 
announces  the  death  of  Mr.  Adams, 
Wisconsin,   bill   to  amend    an  act  granting 
certain  public  lands  to  the  Secretary  of, 
for  the  purpose  of  opening  a  canal  con- 
necting the  waters   of  Lake  Michigan 
with  Rock  river,  -         -         .         -         . 
bill   to  grant  to  the  State  of,  the  military 

reservation  at  Fort  Winnebago,    -         -  1045 
bill  for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors 

in  the  Territory  of,         -        -        -      311,623 
bill  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of,  into 
the  Union,  and  debate  thereon,  380,  505,  665, 
742,  745,  747  754 
the  constitution  of,   -        -         -         -         -     476 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of,  instruct- 
ing their  Senators  and  requesting  their 
representatives  against  the  extension  of 

slavery, 965,  1057 

bill  to  modify  the  4th  clause  of  the  7th  sec- 
tion of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable 
the  people  of  Wisconsin  Territory  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union,"  approved  August 

6,  1846, -  1026 

Wislizenus,  Dr.  Adolphus,  bill  for  the  relief 

of, 548,868 

Woodbridge,  William,  and  Henry  Chipman, 

bill  to   provide  a  compensation   to,   for 

services  in   adjusting   titles    to    land   in 

Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes,      864,951 

Wood,  John,  deceased,  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the  heirs  of,  -        -        -         -        -        -     449 

Wood,  Sarah,  widow  of  Major  James,  bill 

for  the  relief  of,     -        -         -         -      779,787 

Wood,  Jethro,  bill   further   to   extend    the 

patent  of,       -        -        -         -      301,462,476 

Woodward,  Joseph  A.,  of  South  Carolina,    1,30, 

41,  47,  127,  621,  683,  730,  762,  764,  793, 

882,890,891,1013,1021,1069 

resolution  by,  ------     643 

remarks  concerning  the  one-hour  rule,      -       44 
remarks  on   the  subject  of  the  nbdncied 
slaves,  concerning  slavery ,  the  privileges 
of  members,  &c.,  -         -         -         -         - 

remarks  concerning  property  in  slaves,     - 
remarks  on   the  post  office  appropriation 
bill,  concerning  the  Wilmot  proviso,  sla- 
very, «&,c.,     -        -        -        -      774,776,777 


650 
764 
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Woodward,  Joseph  A.,  of  South  Carohna — 

remarks  on  the  general  appropriation  bill, 
concerning;  the  appropriation  for  the  cus- 
tom houseaiCharleston,Soiiih  Carolina,     878 

remarks  concerninsr  the  letier  of  the  Com- 
missionei- of  Indian  Ad'airs,  -         -         -  10C9 
Wolfley,  Lewis  A.,  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

rhildrcn  of,   -         -         -         -         -         -     994 

Wright,  Samuel  G.,  resolution  concerning  a' 

monument  to,         -         -         -         -         -     344 

Wright,  Beriah,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    -      563,  698 
Wyandotsand  Delawares,  resolution  to  sanc- 
tion an  engagement  made  between  the, 
for  the  purchase  of  certain  lands  by  the 
formrr  of  the  latter  tribe,         -         -     882,951 
Wynn,  William  W.,  bill  for  relief  of,     908,  1049 
Yachts,  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  license,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,   94,  311,  1030 

Yarrington,  Anna,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        -    238 
Yeas  and  nays — 

on  the  lesolution  declaring  the  power  of 
Congress  to  make  river  and  harbor  im- 
provements, &c.,  -        -        --58 

on  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Washington 
for  iheaboliiion  ofiheslave  trade  therein,  60,  63 

on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Wentworth, affirm- 
ing the  power  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  construct  works  of  internal  im- 
provement,  ------       62 

on  laying  on  the  table  the  petition  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia,        -         -         -        -        -        -       73 

on  the  petition  concerning  international 
slave  trade,  -----       82 

on  decisions  of  the  Speaker,     -        -         -      94 

on  resolutions  in  any  manner  touching  the 
poliviy  of  the  JVIexican  war,    -         -       94,  179 

on  the  resolutions  approving  of  the  capitu- 
lation of  Monterey,       -         -         -         -       95 

on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  calling 
on  the  President  for  the  instructions, 
&c.,  to  Mr.  Slidell  and  others,       -         -     104 

on  the  Joint  re.'^oliuion  for  the  renewal  of 
the  contract  for  transporting  the  great 
southern  mail,       -----     130 


Yeas  and  nays — 

on  propositions  to  terminate  debate,      178,  ^1, 

363,  999 

on  laying  on  the  table  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Giddings,  concerning  the  slave  trade  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,      -        -         -     180 

on  the  propositions  to  refer  the  President's 
annual  message,    -----    298 

on  the  proposition  to  print  the  memorial 
of  the  representativesof  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing of  the  Society  of  Friends  of  New 
England  concerning  the  Mexican  war,       330 

on  the  resolution  to  expunge  from  the 
Journal  certain  declarations  against  the 
justice  and  constitutionality  of  the  war 
with  Mexico, 344 

on  the  loan  bill,        -----     374 

on  the  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  generals 
and  other  officers  and  men  who  served 
in  Mexico, 380 

on  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Putnam,  for  the 
interdiction  of  slavery  in  new  territory 
which  may  be  acquired  by  the  United 
States,  -        -        -        -        -  '     -     391 

on  the  bill  concerning  the  Supreme  Court,     433 

on  propositions  to  amend  the  deficiency 
appropriation  bill,  -        -         .         -    438 

on  the  bill  to  raise  for  a  limited  time  an  ad- 
ditional military  force,  -         -         -     537,725 

on  propositions  to  suspend  the  rules,     572,  598, 

639,  852,  910 

on  the  resolution  of  congratulation  to  the 
people  of  France,  -       572,  598,  603,  616 

on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for  the 
support  of  the  West  Point  Academy,    -     616 

on  the  resolution  proposing  a  reduction  of 
duties  on  French  productions,       -         -     638 

on  the  resolution  concerning  the  suspen- 
sion of  General  Scott,    -         -        -         -     639 

on  the  contested  election  from  New  York,     643 

on  laying  on  the  table  the  resolution  giv- 
ing protection  to  Mr.  Giddinge  against 
an  apprehended  personal  attack,    -        -     673 

on  the  bill  concerning  the  continuance,  after 
the  close  of  the  war,  of  certain  general 
officers,         ------     683 


726 

768 

785 

852 
852 


Yeas  and  nays — 

on  the  bill  concerning  the  retention,  after 
the  close  of  the  war,  of  the  majors  gen- 
eral, &C.,         ------ 

on  the  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  Wash- 
ington city,  ------ 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  Cornelius  Manning, 
on   the  reference  of  the  memoiial  of  the 
Chicago  (river  and  harbor)  Convention, 
on  the  resolution  to  increase  duties  on  lux- 
uries,   ----... 

on  the  bill  establishing  certain  post-routes,   860, 

943 
on  the  resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce concerning  harbor  improvements,    894 

89G,  918 
on  the  appropriation  for  mail  service  on  the 
coast,  &c.,    ------     901 

on  miscellaneous  propositions,  -         -    919 

on  the  appropriation   to  remove  obstruc- 
tions in  the  Savannah  river,  -         -    949 
on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
bill,       -        -        -        -        -        -    954, 984 

on  the  bill  to  establish  territorial  govern- 
ment in  Oregon,  California,  and  New 

Mexico,        - 1007 

on  the  Oregon  bill,    -         -        -  1027,  1062 

on  the  army  appropriation  bill,        -        -  1043 
on  ihe  harbor  bill,    -----  1063 
Yell,  Archibald,  late  a  representative  from 
Arkansas,  remarks  concerning  the  prop- 
osition to  pay  his  administrator  the  mile- 
age, &c.,  due,       -        -        -        -     877, 880 
communication  of  the  Clerk  concerning  the 
payment  of  the  per  diem,  &c.,  due,       -  1057 
Young,  James,  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
authorized  to  make  an  alphabetical  list 
of  private  claims,  -        -         -         -         - 
Yonge,  William  B.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,     - 
Young,  Jesse,  bill  for  the  relief  of,        -     154 
Young,  John  J.,  bill  for  the  relief  of,    - 
Yucatan,   message  from   the  President  con- 
cerning the  Indian  war  in,  and  proposing 
aid  to  that  Government  to  arrest  the  In- 
dian massacres,  and  debate  thereon, 
Zantzinger,  William  P.,  bill  for  the  relief  of, 
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REPORT 
OF  THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENT- 
ATIVES OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 
In  compliance  with  the  '^  Jlct  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  additional  paymasters,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," passed  July  4,  1836. 


Office  House  of  Representatives  U.  S., 

Seiitemher  25, 1848. 
In  obedienoe  to  the  6tli  section  of  the  "  Act  to  authorize 
the  appoiiitiiient  of  addiiiniial  paymasters,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," passed  July  4,  1835,  which  requires  "  I hfc  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  and  Clerit  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  as 
soon  as  may  be  after  the  close  of  each  session  of  Congress, 
to  publish  a  statement  of  all  appropriations  made  durinathe 
session;  and  also  a  statement  of  the  new  offices  created, 
and  the  salaries  of  each  ;  and  also,  a  statement  of  the  offices 
the  salaries  of  which  are  increased,  and  the  amount  of  such 
increase" — the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  sub- 
mits the  accompanying  statements. 

THO.  J.  CAMPBELL, 
Clerk  of  the  Hoiise  of  Representatives  U.  S. 

APPROPRIATIONS  AND  OFFICES  CREATED  IN  1848. 

Statements  showing  appropriations  made  during  the 
first  session  of  the  thirtieth  Congress;  offices  created, 
and  the  salaries  thereof;  the  offices  the  salaries  of 
which  have  been  increased,  loith  the  amount  of  such 
increase  during  the  same  period. 

September  25,  1848. — Prepared  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  pursuance  of  the  dlh 
section  of  the  act  of  July  4,  1836,  to  authorize  the 
appointment  of  additional  paymasters,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

APPROPRIATIONS  MADE  DURIIVG  THE  FIRST  SES- 
SION OF   THE  THIRTIETH  CONGRESS. 

wSii  act  farther  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th 
of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-eight. 

"For  pay  of  one  additional  clerk  in  the  office  of  the 
Fifth  Auditor,  rendered  necessary  by  the  in- 
crease of  light-house  business,  from  the  first  of 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-seven,  to  the 
thirtieth  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
eight,         -------- 

For  extra  clerk-hire  for  the  settlement  of  the  in- 
crease of  business  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  occa-^ioned  by  the  Mexican  war,  - 

For  salary  of  the  judge  of  the  southern  district  of 
Florida,  per  act  twenty-third  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-seven,  from  third  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-seven,  to  thirtieth 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-eight,  at  two 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,     -  -        - 

For  salaries  ofdistric  I  attorney  and  marshal  of  the 
southern  district  of  Florida,  per  same  act,  from 
third  March, eighteen  hundred  and  forty-seven, 
to  thirtieth  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
eight,  --_-..-. 

For  salaries  of  the  two  keepers  of  the  public  ar- 
chives in  Florida,  per  act  of  third  of  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-five,    -        -        - 

For  expenses  ofthirty-five  lij;ht-houses,  including 
oil  and  other  annual  supplies,  delivering  the 
same,  and  repairing  the  lighting  apparatus  for 
four  hundred  and  twenty  lamps ;  salaries  ofthir- 
ty-five  keepers,  at  the  fixed  average  of  four  liun- 
dted  dollars  per  annum,  and  also  all  other  ex- 
penses for  six  months,       -        -        -        -        - 

For  one  new  floating-light,  including  the  keeper's 
salary  at  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  all 
other  expenses  for  nine  months,        -        -        - 

For  additional  expenses  of  sundry  new  buoys  for 
six  months,        ------- 

For  additional  expenses  of  a  temporary  floating- 
light  at  Sand  Key,  Florida,  in  lieu  of  the  light- 
house destroyed  there,       -        -        -        -        - 

For  superintendent's  connnission  on  twenty-eight 
thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars,  at 
two  and  a  half  per  cent.,   -        -        -        -        - 

For  contingent  expenses  under  the  act  for  the 
collection, safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue  of  sixth  August, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,         -        -        - 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States,  -        -        -        - 

For  per  diem  compensation  for  clerk  employed  in 
the  Adjutant  General's  oflice,   -        -        -        - 

For  per  diem  compensation  of  clerk  employed  in 
the  Ordnance  office,  -        -        -        .        _        -     ],098  00 

For  per  diem  compensation  for  eight  clerks  em- 
ployed, and  such  additional  number  of  clerks  as 

[  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  may  require 
to  be  employed  tempmarily,  liy  the  Commis- 
fioner  of  Pensions,  with  the  approbation  and 
consent  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  during  the 
present  fiscal  year,  on  bounty  land  business  in 
the  Pension  office,     ---.-. 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Pension  office,    - 

For  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
being  an  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropria- 
tion remaining  on  the  thirtieth  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven,  for  that 
purpose,    -------- 

For  outfits  of  charges  des  aft'aires  to  Naples,  the 
Papal  States,  anfl  the  Republics  of  Bolivia, 
Guatemala,  and  Ecuador,  -        -        -        -        -  22,500  00 

For  one  quarter's  salary  for  each  of  the  charges 
des  affaires  to  the  Papal  States,  Bolivia,  Guate- 
molif,  and  Ecuador, 4,500  00 


$865  94 


6,000  00 


2,661  19 


532  22 


1,000  00 


22,740  00 

2,316  00 
1,690  00 

1,500  00 

70S  15 

5,000  00 

500  00 

1,000  00 


15,690  96 
1,U00  00 


291  85 


For  salary  of  the  consul  atBeyroot,  from  the  fourth 
of  August,  eight<  en  hundred  and  forty-six,  to 
the  thirtieth  ol'June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
eight,         -        -        -~      -        -        -        -        -        953  8(1 

For  compensation  for  such  additional  number  of 
clerks  a-i  the  exigencies  of  tiie  public  service 
may  require,  to  be  employed  temporarily  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the  offices  of  the 
Second  and  Third  Auditor,  and  in  the  oflice  of 
the  Srcond  Comptroller, and  for  contingencies,  -  17,000  00 

For  compensation  to  eight  additional  clerks  to  be 
employed  in  the  General  Land  Office,  at  the  rate 
of  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum  each,  -      2,000  00 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen 
in  foreign  countries,  -----  20,000  00 

Army — 

For  regular  supplies,  incidental  expenses,  and 
transportation  in  the  Quartermaster's  depart- 
ment of  the'army,     -----        5,000,000  00 

For  clothing  of  the  army,  camp  and  garrison 
equipage,  including  one  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  dollars  for  clothing  to  volunteers  in 
lieu  of  commutation  therefor,  -        -        1,120,010  00 

Forsubsistenc,ein  kind,       -        -        -        -        2,937,939  74 

For  pay  of  volunteers  called  into  service  during 
the  present  fiscal  year,      -        .        -        -        3,611,000  00 

For  medical  and  hospital  department,  -        -   64,500  00 

For  purchase  of  ordnance,  ordnance  stores,  and 
supplies,    -------        -390,000  00 

For  expenses  of  arbitrating  the  title  to  the  Pea 
Patch  Island,     -------     5,000  00 

Marine  Corps — 

For  provisions,     - 16,104  00 

For  clothing, -  36,300  00 

For  fuel,        - 3,777  OJ 

For  military  stores,       ------     3,50J  00 

For  transportation  and  expenses  of  recruiting,    -     5,000  00 
For  contingencies,        ------     6,OOJ,00 

For  paying  James  Crutchett  forlighting  the  Capi- 
tol and  grounds,         ------     3,000  10 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  Senate,        -        -20,000  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives,        -------  50,000  00 

For  payment  for  printing  of  one  thousand  copies 
of  List  of  Patents,  by  Commissioner  of  Patents, 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  patent  fund,     -        -        -     2,00100 

For  clothing  in  kind  to  volunteers,        -        -         8C0,0j0  OJ 

$14,115,665  88 


^n  act  making  an  appropriation  to  supply,  in  part, 
a  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  for  subsistence  in 
kind  of  the  army  and  volunteers  during  the  year  end- 
ing 30th  June,  ISiS. 

For  the  subsistence  in  kind  of  the  army  and  vol- 
unteers,     -      -    $1,000  ono  00 


•Jji  act  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  rev- 
olutionary and  other  pensions  of  the  United  Sl/iles, 
for  the  year  ending  the  thirtieth  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

For  revolutionary  pensions,  under  the  act  of  the 
eighteenth  of  March,  one  thousand  eignt  hun-  / 

dred  and  eighteen,  in  addition  to  an  unexpended 
bfilance  remaining  in  the  treasury  of  eighty- 
three  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven  dollars  and  forty-tliree  cents,  -        -        $14,122  57 

For  invalid  pensions,  untler  various  acts,      -        260,000  '00 

For  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans,  under  the 
act  of  the  fourth  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-six,  in  addition  to  an  unex- 
pended balance  remaining  in  the  treasury  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six  dollars  and  thiriy-six  cents,  -  32,843  64 

For  pensions  to  widows,  ifnder  the  act  of  the 
second  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  forly- 
eight,  in  addition  to  the  unexpended  balance  of 
two  hundred  and  sixty-three  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars  and  eighty- 
seven  cents  remaining  in  the  treasury  for  the 
payment  of  pensions,  under  tlie  act  of  seven- 
teenth June,  eigiiteen  hundre-d  and  forty-lour,  135.270  13 

For  half-pay  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans, 
payable  tiirough  the  Third  .Auditor's  office,  in 
addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  remaining 
in  the  treasury  ol  eight  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety  dollars  and  four  cents,    -        -        -     9,500  00 

For  arrearages  prior  to  the  fitst  of  July,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fifteen,  payable  through 
the  offices  of  the  Second  alid  Third  Auditors, 
in  addition  to  an  unexpended  balance  oi  thr<;e 
thousand  two  hundred  and  one  dollars  and  forty- 
five  cents,         ------- 


./3n  act  to  authorize  a  loan  not  to  exceed  the  sum  af 

sixteen  millions  of  dollars. 
For  the  employment  of  agents,  and  other  ex- 
penses incident  to  the  execution  of  this  act,     $16,000  00 

m/3n  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Military  Jlcademy  for  the  year  ending  the  thirtieth  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

For  pay  of  officers,  instructors,  cadets,  and  musi- 
cians,        -------  $79,764  00 

For  coinmutAtion  of  subsistence,         -        -        -     5.6>1  00 
For  forage  for  officers'  horses,      -        -        -        -     4,512  00 
For  clothing  for  officers' servants,        -        -        -        4:)0  00 
For  repairs  and  improvements;  fuel  and  appara- 
tus ;  forage  (or  public  horses  and  oxen  ;  station- 
ery, printing,  and  other  incidental  and  contin- 
gent expenses,  -        -        -        -    —       .        .  30,155  00 


For  the  increase  and  expenses  of  the  library,       -     l,.5O0  00 
For  expenses  of  the  board  of  visiters,  -        -        -     2,000  00 
For  barracks  for  cadets,         .        -         -         -        .   17,500  00 
For  expenses  of  the  board  of  visiters,  for  the  year 
ending  the  thiriieth  of  June, one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-eight,   -----     2,000  00 

$143,472~rd 

•Jn  act  to  refund  money  for  expenses  incurred,  sub- 
sistence or  tran.sportntion  furnished,  for  the  use  of 
volunteers  during   the   present   loar,  before    being 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
Forexpenses  heretofore  incurred  in  organizing, 
subsisting,   and   transporting   volunteers,  pre- 
vious to  their  beina  mustersd  and  received  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  present 
war,  whether  by  Slates,  counties,  corporations, 
or  individuals,  eitliem  acting  with  or  without 
the  authority  of  any  States. — [Indefinite.] 

Jin  act  to  regulate  the  exchange  of  certain  documents 
.   and  other  publications  of  Congress. 

To  carry  int.>  effect  the  donation  and  exchange 
of  such  documents  and  other  publications  as 
have  been,  or  shall  he,  placed  at  their  disposal 
for  the  purpose,  and  of  payimr  the  expenses 
already  incurred  in  relation  thereto,  -        -  $2,030  00 

^3n  act  making  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  for  the  year  ending  the  thir- 
tieth of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-nine. 
For   the  transportation  of  the  mails  within  the 

United  States,   -----         -        -     $2,495,703  00 

For  transportation  of  the  mails  between  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,  and  Havana,  by  way  of 
Key  West,  calling  at  Savamiah,  uruler  the  con- 
tract made  with  IVI.  C.  Mordecai,      -        -        -   50,000  00 
For  transportation  ol^he  mail  by  said  line,  or  by 
other  steamers,  to  such  other  places  on  the 
coast  of  Florida  as  the  Postmaster  General  may 
deem  practicable  and  expedient,       -        -        -     5,000  00 
For  transportation   by  steamships  between  New 
York  and   Bremen,  according  to   the  contract 
with  Edward  Mills,  autnorized  by  the  "  Act  to 
provide  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  be 
tween  the  United  States  and  fiireign  countries," 
approved  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-five,-        -        -        .        -  -        -4no.OOOno 

For  compensation  to  postmasters,         -        -        1,075  000  00 
For  ship,  steamboat,  and  way  letters,  -        -        -  2.),0  iO  00 
For  wrapping  (laper,     -------  is.OJO  00 

For  office  furniture,  (in  the  offices  of  po.stmas- 
ters,)-         --------     3.onO  00 

For  advertising, 3."i,0il0  00 

For  mail  bags,      -------  25  000  (-0 

For  blanks,   --------   ]8,000  00 

For  mail  locks,  keys,  and  stamps,        -        -         -     5,000  00 
For  the  detection  and  prevention  of  mail  depre- 
dations, and  for  special  agejits,         -        -        .   12,000  00 
For  clerks  for  offices,  (in  the  offices  of  postmas- 
ters,) -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -230  000  00 

For  miscellaneous,       ------  55^000  00 

In  case  the  revenues  of  the  department,  referred 
to  in  the  first  section  of  this  act,  shall  prove  in- 
sufficient to  meet  the  foregoing  appropriations, 
then  any  deficiency  that  may  thus  arise  shall  be 
paid. — [Indefinite.] 

$4.4.=>i.7oo  oa 


t^n  act  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifications 

of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  ending  the  thirtieth 

of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

For  defensive  works  and  barracks  near  Detroit,  $15,000  00 

For  fortifications  at  outlet  of  Lake  Champlain,    -  20,(J00  00 

For  defensive  works  and  barracks  at  narrows  ef 

Penobscot  river,  Maine,   -----   10,000  00 

For  repairs  of  Fort    Preble,    Portland    harbor, 

Maine,        --------     g^coO  00 

For  repairs  of  Fort  Scammel,  Portland,  harbor, 

Maine,        ---.-.-.   10,fO0  00 
For  repairs  of  fortifications  on  Governor's  Island, 
Boston  harbor,  -------   15.000  00 

For  Fort  Warren,  Boston  harbor,  -        -  30.000  00 

For  Fort  Adams,  Newport  harbor,  Rhode  Island,   20,000  00 
For  rebuilding  Fort  Trumbull,  New  London,  Con- 
necticut,   --------   10.000  00 

For  FortSchuyler, Long  Islandsound, New  York,   10,000  00 
For  repairs  of  Fort  Wood,  and  sea-wall  of  Bed- 
low's  Island,  New  York,  -----   10,000  00 

For  batteries  on   Soller's  Point  flats,  Baltimore 
harbor,       --------   15.010  00 

For  Fort  Monroe,  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,       -  20,000  00 
For  preservation  of  site  of  Fort  Moultrie,  Charles- 
ton harbor.  South  Carolina,       -        -        -        -   10,6C0  00 

For  dike  on  Drunken  Dick  shoal,  Charleston  har- 
bor, South  Carolina,  -----,-   15,000  00 

For  Fort  Sumpter,  Charleston  harbor.  South  Car- 
olina.        --------   20. 000  00 

For  Fort  Pulaski,  Savannah  river,  Georgia,         -     8,000  00 
For  repairs  of  Fort  Jackson,   Savannah   river, 
Georgia,     --------   QO.OOO  00 

For  Fort  McRee,  Pensacola  harbor,  Florida,       -  50,000  0(^ 
For  Fort  Barancas  and  barracks  thereat,  Pensa- 
cola harbor,  Florida,  -        -        -        .   40,000  00 
For  repairs  of  Fort  Morgan,  Mobile  point,  Ala- 
bama,        --------   20.000  00 

For  repairs  of  battery  Bienvenue,  Louisiana,      -     3,000  80 
For  repairs   of  Fort  Jackson,  Mississippi  river, 
Louisiana,         -        -        -  ,     -        -       -       -     5,000  00 

For  repairs  of  Fort  St.  Philip,  Mississippi  river, 
Louisiana,         ..------  20,000  00 

For  I'ort  Livingston,  Grand  Terre  Island,  Louisi- 
ana, ---------  10.000  00 

For  tbrtifictttiong  at  Key  West,  Florida,       -        -  50,000  CO 
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For  foriitications  iit  Garden  Key,  Tortugas  Island, 

FInrida,      .--.----  25,000  00 

For  protection  of  Great  Itreu-sler  Island,  and  se- 
curity and  del'enoe  of  the  prinoipal  sliip  chan- 
nels into  the  harhor  of  Boston,  .'Vlassaciuisetts,    40,000  00 

For  additional  pri'scrvation  of  the  site  of  Fort 
>toultrie,  in  Ciiarlestnn  h^irbor,         -        -        -     3,0:)0  00 

For  Fort  Df|-iware,on  the  Pea  Patch  Island,  Del- 

;^aware  river,       -------  50.000  00 

."pPsTemToo 


Jln  act  mnkiiig  approprlaiinns  for  the  cu7-rent  and 
cvniingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  Department,  and 
forfulJiUing  Ireatij  stipvlations  rvith  the  various  In- 
dian tribes,  for  the  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty-nine,  and  for  other  purposes. 
For  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of  tlie 
Indiiin  Department,  viz  : 

For  the  pay  of  the  superintendent  of  Indian  af- 
fairs at  St.  Louis  and  the  several  Indian  agents, 
as  provided  hy  the  acts  of  June  thirtieth,  eigh- 
teen liuiidrid  ajid  thirly  four,  ot  March  third, 

f  eightt-en  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and  of  June 
twentv-seventh,  eiijhteen  hundred  and  forty- 
six,    -        -        -     "  -        -        -        -        -  $12,678  00 

For  the  pay  of  sub  agents,  authorized  hy  the  act 
of  June  tliirlleth,  oij;htecn  hundred  and  thirty- 
four,  --------        870  00 

For  the  pay  of  interpreters,  authorized  by  the 

.same  act,    --------     1,342  00 

For  the  pay  of  clerk  to  superintendent  at  St.  Louis,     1,200  00 

For  the  pay  of  clerk  to  acting  superintendent  of  the 

Western  Territory,  ------     1,000  Oo 

For  buildings  at  agencies,  and  repairs,  -         -     2,0u0  OJ 

For  expenses  of  Meg<iti:Uing  treaties  with  the 
Chippewas,  ratified  April,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-eight, -        -     3,000  00 

For  compensation  to  an  agent  and  two  interpret- 
ers for  the  Indian  tribr's  of  Texas,  in  addition 
to  the  former  appropriation  for  this  object,        -      1,500  00 
For  fulfilling  maty  stipulations  with  various  In- 
dian tribes,  viz: 

7^  the  Christian  Indians. 
For  permanent  annuity  stipulated  in  the  acts  of 
May  twinty->ixth,  eighteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-four, and  May  twentieth,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-six,  -.-'---         400  00 

To  the   Chippeiras  of  Mississippi  and  Lake 
Superior. 

For  payment  in  money,  for  twenty  years,  stipu- 
lated in  theseconil  article  of  the  treaty  oftweniy- 
ninlh  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,     9,500  00 

For  payment  in  goods,  for  twenty  years,  stipula- 
ted in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty- 
ninth  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,   19,000  00 

For  establishing  three  blacksmitlis'  shops,  sup- 
portiim  three  .-miihs,  and  furnishing  iron  and 
steel  for  twenty  years,  stipulated  in  the  second 
article  of  tlie  treaty  of  twetity-nintli  July,  eigh- 
teen hundred  ami  thirty-seven,  "     -        -        -     3,0)0  00 

For  >upport  of  fanners,  purchase  of  implements, 
grain,  or  seed,  and  to  carry  on  their  agricultural 
pursuits,  for  twenty  years,  stipulated  in  the 
second  article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty-ninth  July, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  -        -        -     1,000  00 

For  purciL^se  of  [irovi.-^ions  for  twenty  years,  stip- 
ulated in  the  soroud  article  of  the  treaty  of 
twenty-ninth  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven,         --------     2,000  00 

For  purchase  of  tobacco  for  twenty  years,  stipula- 
ted in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty- 
nimii  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,        500  00 

For  limited  annuity  for  twenty-five  years,  in 
money,  stipulated  iji  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  fourth  Oetober,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty  two,  --------  12,500  00 

For  limited  annuity  for  twenty-five  years,  in 
goods,  stipulat'd  in  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Pmrlh  October,  eighteen  Imiidred  and 
forty-two,  -----  -        -  10,500  00 

For  support  of  two  blacksmiths'  phops,  including 
pay  ol  smiths  and  assistiints,  and  furnisnii.iiron 
and  steel,  siipuJateu  in  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  fouiCh  October,  eighteen  hundred  and 
fort>-two,  .-----_     2,000  00 

Fori-U|)portoftwo  fanners,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  ol  the  treaty  of  fourtii  October,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-two, 1,000  00 

Foi  pay  of  two  carpenters,  stipulated  in  the  fourtli 
article  of  the  treaty  of  fourth  October,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-two,     -----     1^200  00 

For  snp|)Ort  of  schools,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
ailieh;  of  the  treaty  of  fourth  October,  eighteen 
humlred  and  forty-two,     -----     2,000  00 

For  putcha-ie  of  provisions  and  tobacco,  stipula- 
terl  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  fourth 
October,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two,        -     2,000  00 

For  paym'Mit  m  money  to  the  (Chippewas  of  Lake 
Superior,  .-lipuhiled  in  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  second  August,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-seven,        -..-..   17,000  00 

For  payment  in  money  to  the  Chippewas  ofMis- 

4  aissippi,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  of  the  Keeona  August,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-seveii,        --....  17,000  00 

For  limited  annuity  for  forty-six  years,  to  be  paid 
to  the  Chippewas  of  MiHsi..8ippi,  stipulated  in 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  si;cond  Au- 
gust, eighteen  hundred  and  forty  seven,  -     1,000  00 
7V  tite  Pillager  Band  of  Chippewa  Indians. 

For  limited  amiuity  in  goods,  for  five  years,  stip- 
ulated in  the  fourth  arli<'le  of  the  treiity  of  the 
first  of  August,  eighteen  Imndred  and  forty- 
seven,        3,600  00 


For  purchase  of  two  hundred  beaver  traps,  stipu- 
lated in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the 
firsi  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  I'oity- 
seven,        --------     1,000  00 

For  purchase  of  sevenl.v-five  northwest  guns, 
stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
the  first  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-     ^ 
seven,        --------       500  00 

To  the  Chippewas  of  Saganaw . 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  third  August,  seventeen 
hundred  and  ninety-five,  -        -        -        -        -     1,000  00 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  second 
article  of  the  treaty  of  seventeenth  November, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seven,     -        -        -        -        800  00 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty-fourth  Septem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen,        -        -     1,000  00 

For  support  of  a  blacksmith  at  Saganaw,  and  for 
farming  utensils  and  cattle,  and  for  the  employ- 
ment of  persons  to  ^d  them  in  agriculture,  stip- 
ulated in  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
twenty-fourth  Sefitemlier,  eiffhteen  hundred 
and  ninetettu,  and  seventh  article  of  the  treaty 
of  fourteenth  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thiity-seven,      -        -        -         -        -        -        -     2,000  00 

For  education  during  the  pleasure  of  Congress, 
stipulated  in  the  si.vth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
fifth  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
six,    ---------     1,000  00 

To  the  Chippewas,  Menonionies,  Winneba- 
goes,  and  JVeio  York  Indians. 

For  educaiion  during  the  pleasure  of  Congress, 
stipulated  in  the  fiith  article  of  the  treaty  of 
eleventh  August,  eighteen  humired  and  twen- 
ty-seven,  --------     1,500  00 

To  the  Choctaws. 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  second 
article  of  the  treaty  of  sixteenth  November, 
eighteen  hundred  and  five,        .        -        -        -     3,000  00 

For  permanentaiiiiuity,st!pulated  in  thethirteenth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  eighteenth  October,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  twenty,         -        _        _        .        600  00 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  second 
article  of  the  trc  aty  of  twentieth  January,  eigli- 
t<'eii  hundred  and  twenty-five,  -        -        -        -     6,000  00 

For  life  annuity  to  cliief,  "(Boh  Cole,)  stipulated 
in  the  tentli  article  of  the  treaty  of  twentieth 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  twentv-iive,    -        150  00 

For  life  annuity  to  the  three  district  chiefs,  (two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  each,)  stipulated  in 
the  tifteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  tw(uity -sev- 
enth September, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,-        750  00 

For  life  annuity  to  one  Wayne  warrior,  stipulated 
in  the  twenty-first  article  of  the  treaty  of  twen- 
ty-seventh September,  eighleeh  hundred  and 
thirty,         --------  25  00 

For  limited  annuity  for  twenty  years,  stipulated 
in  the  seventeenth  article  ol  the  treaty  of  twen- 
ty-seventh September,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty,  -------   20,000  00 

For  education  of  forty  youths  for  twenty  years, 
including  support  of  teachers  in  the  nation,  two 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  stip- 
ulated in  the  twentieth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
twenty-seventlt-of  September, eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty,-        -------  12,50000 

For  pav  of  millwright,  stipulated  in  the  twentieth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty-seventh  Septem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,   --        -        -        600  00 

For  blacksmith,  stipulated  in  the  sixth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  tighteenth  October,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty,  and  ninth  article  ot  the  treaty 
of  twentieth  Januaiy,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-five,        -------        600  00 

For  iron  and  steel  for  shop,  -----        320  OJ 

To  the  Chickusaws. 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  act  of 
twentv-fifth  February,  seventeen  hinidred  and 
ninety-nine, 3,000  00 

For  education  for  fifteen  years,  stipulated  in  the 
second  article  of  the  supplement  to  the  treaty 
of  twenty-fourth  May,  eighteim  hundred  anil 
thirty-four,  (one  thonsaud  dollars  having  here- 
tofore been  appropriated,)  -        -        -        -     2,000  00 

For  the  use  of  the  heirs  of  Hoth-la-clia,  and  his 
wife,  Rebecca  James,  Chickasawlndians,  who 
were  entitled  to  reservaiions  of  land  under  the 
(Jhickasaw  treaty  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-four, and  which  were  sold,  and  the  money 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Chickasaw  agent  in 
pursuance  of  said  treaty,  and  never  accounted 
for,     -        -        -        -    "    -        -  .     -        -        -     2,000  00 

For  amount  to  make  good  the  interest  on  invest- 
ments in  State  stocks  for  the  Chickasaw  In- 
dians, not  yet  paid  by  the  States,  to  be  reim- 
bursed out  of  the  interest  when  collected,        -   16,200  00 

To  the  Cherokees. 

For  four  blacksmiths  and  assistants,  stipulated  in 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  fourteenth 
February,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three,  -     3,360  00 

For  iron  and  steel  for  shops,         .        -        -        .     1,080  00 

For  wagon-maker,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  fourteenth  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-three,-        -        -        -        .        600  00 

For  wheelwright,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  fourteenth  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-three,-        -        -        -        -        600  00 

7o  the  Creeks. 

For  permanent  annuit.\,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  seventh  August,  seven- 
teen hundri'd  ami  ninety, 1,500  00 

For  permani'nt  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  second 
article  of  the  treaty  of  sixteenth  June,  eighteen 
hundred  and  two,      -        -        -       -        -        -    3,000  00 


840  00 
270  00 


1,680  00 
540  00 


840  00 
270  00 


600  00 


600  00 


3,000  00 


-     1,000  00 


3,000  00 


-     1,000  00 


500  00 


4,000  00 


For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty-fourth  Januaiy, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twcntv-six,     -        -        -  20,000  00 

For  limited  annuity  for  fifteen  years,  stipulated  in 
the  eighth  article  of  the  tieatv  of  twentv-fourth 
March,  ei<ihteen  hundred  and  thirty-tw'o,         -   10,000  00 

For  blacksmith  and  assistant, and  use  of  shopand- 
tools,  stipulated  in  the  eighth  article  oftlie  treaty 
of  the  twenty-fourth  January,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-six,  ------ 

For  iron  and  steel  for  shop,  -        -        .        -        ^ 

For  two  blacksmiths  and  assistants,  and  use  of 
shops  and  tools,  for  twenty  years,  stipulated  in 
the  thirteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty- 
fourth  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two. 

For  iron  and  steel  forshnp,  ---".- 

For  blacksmith  and  assistant,  and  use  of  shop  and 
tools,  during  the  pleasure  ofihe  President,  stip- 
ulated in  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  four- 
teenth February,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
three,         -------- 

For  iron  and  steel  for  shop,  -        -        -        -        - 

For  wheelwright,  stipulated  in  the  eighth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  twenty-fourthJanuary,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-six,  -        -        -        -        - 

For  wagon-maker,  stipulated  in  the  fifth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  fourteenth  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-three,  -        -        -        . 

For  agricultural  implements,  stipulated  in  the 
eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  twent.v-fourth 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-six,     - 

For  education  for  twenty  years,  stipulated  in  the 
thirteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty-fourth 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two. 

For  interest,  at  five  per  centum,  on  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  stipulated  in 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  twenly-third 
November,  eighteen  hundredand  thirty-eight,  -  17,500  00 

For  education,  for  twenty  years,  stipulated  in  the 
fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  fourteenth  Febru 
ary  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three, 

For  education,  for  twenty  years,  stipulated  ill  the 
fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  fourth  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-five,       -       .        - 

To  the  Delawares. 

For  permanent  annuity,  stiputfited  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  third  August,  seventeen 
hundred  and  ninety-five,  -        -        - 

For  permanent  annuity,  sti|)nlated  in  the  third  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  thirtieth  September,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  nine,    ----- 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fifth  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  third  October,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,      -        -        -        -        - 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  supple- 
mental treaty  of  twenty-fourth  September,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  twenty-nine,         -        -        - 

For  life  annuity  to  chief,  stipulated  in  the  private 
and  confidential  articles  of  supplemental  treaty 
of  twenty-fourth  September,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-nine,  to  treaty  of  third  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,        -        -        - 

For  life  annuity  to  three  chiefs,  stipulated  in  sup- 
plemental article  to  treaty  of  thi;  twenty-sixth 
October,  eighteen  hundredand  thirty-two. 

For  purchase  of  salt,  stipulated  in  the  third  arti- 
cle oftlie  treaty  of  seventh  June,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  three,  ------- 

For  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in  tlie 
sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  third  October,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  eighteen,  ~  - 

For  iron  and  steel  for  shop,  -        -        -        - 

For  interest  on  forty-six  thousand  and  eighty  dol- 
lars, at  five  per  centum,  being  the  value  of  thir- 
ty-six  sections  of  land  set  apart  by  the  treaty 
of  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  for  edu- 
cation, stipulated  in  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  nineteenth  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-eight,      -------     2,304  00 

To  the  Florida  Indians. 

For  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in  the 
sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  eighteenth  Septem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-three,  and 
fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  ninth  May,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirt.v-two,    -        -        -        - 

For  annuity  in  goods,  for  fifteen  years,  stipulated 
in  the  sixth  article  oftlie  treaty  of  fourth  Janu- 
ary, eighteen  hundred  and  forty-five. 

For  annuity  in  money,  for  fifteen  years,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  fourth  Janu- 
ary, eighteen  hniHlred  and  forty-five. 

For  agricultural  iinpleinents,  for  five  years, stipu- 
lated in  theseycnili  article  oftlie  treaty  of  fourth 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-five, 

To  the  lowas. 
For  one  year's  interest  on  one  hpndred  and  fift.v- 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  in- 
vested at  five  per  centum,  stipulated  in  the 
second  article  of  th<'  treaty  of  nineteenth  Oc 
tober,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirlj-eight, 

To  the  Kickapoos. 
For  limited  annuity  for  ninefeen  years,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  oftlie  treaty  of  twenty-fourth 
October,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two, 

To  the  Kansas.  • 

For  one  year's  interest  on  two  hundred  thousand 

dollars  at  five  per  ceiitiiin,in  lieu  ofinvestment, 

per  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  fouiteenth 

January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six, 

To  the  JMiamies. 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty-third  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-six,    -         -         -2.5,003  00 

For  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in  the 
fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  sixth  of  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,        -       -        -       720  00 
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For  iron  and  steel  for  sliop,-        -        -        -        - 

For  one  tlious:uiil  poiin(l.<  of  tobacco,  two  thou- 
Fanii  pounrls  of  iron,  and  one  thousand  pounds 
of  i^teel,  stipulated  in  tlie  loiuth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  twenty-tlnrd  October,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-six,        ----- 

For  pay  of  miller,  in  lieu  of  gunsmith,  stipulated 
in  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  sixth  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eighteen,        -        -        _ 

For  one  hundred  and  sixty  bushels  of  salt,  stipu- 
lated in  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  sixth 
October,  eiglMeen  hundred  and  eighteen, 

For  education,  stipulated  in  the  sixth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  twenty-third  October,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenl;v-six,  ----- 

For  the  eighth  of  twenty  instalments  in  money, 
stipulated  in  thi:  second  article  of  the  treaty  of 
twenty-eighth  November,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty,-        -------- 

For  payment  jn  lieu  of  laborers,  stipuluted  in  the 
sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty-eighth  No- 
vember, eighteen  hundred  and  forty, 

FcH'  agricultural  assistajjce,  stipulated  in  the  fifth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  sixth  October,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,      -        -        -        ^        - 

For  payment  for  improvements  on  the  lands 
oeded,  as  stipulated  in  the  sixth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four,  and 
the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-eight,  -        _        _        -        - 

To  the  Eel  Rivers  (Miamies.) 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  third  August,  seventeen 
hundred  and  ninety-five,  ----- 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third 
article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty-first  August, 
eighteen  hundred  and  five,        -        -        -        - 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third 
article  of  the  treaty,  and  separate  article  of  the 
treaty,  of  thirtieth  September,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  nine,  ------- 

To  the  JMenonionies. 

For  limited  annuity  for  twenty  years,  stipulated 
in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  third  Sep- 
tember, eighteen  hundred  and  thirtj'-six. 

For  two  blacksmiths  and  assistants,  stipulated  in 
the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  third  Sep- 
tember, eiglite(m  hundred  and  thirty-six,  - 

For  iron  and  steel  for  shops,        -        -        -        . 

For  purchase  of  provisions,  stipulated  in  the  sec- 
ond article  of  the  treaty  of  third  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,       -        -        _ 

For  two  thousand  pounds  of  tobacco,  stipulated 
in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  third  Sep- 
tember, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-^ix,  - 

For  farming  utensils  and  cattle,  stipulated  in  the 
second  article  of  the  treaty  of  third  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,       -        -        - 

For  thirty  barrels  of  salt,  stipulated  in  the  second 
article  of  the  treaty  of  third  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-six,     ----- 
To  the  Omahas. 

For  blacksmitt*  and  assiftanTfor  ten  years,  and 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  President,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  fifteenth 
July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,    -        -        - 

For  iron  and  steel  for  shop,  ----- 

For  agricultural  implements  for  ten   years,  and 

during  the  pleasure  of  the  President,  stipulated 

in   the  fourth   article  of  the  treaty  of  fifteenth 

July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  - 

To  the  Ottoes  and  Missourias. 

For  blacksmith  and  assistant  for  ten  years,  and 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  President,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  fifteenth 
July,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty,  -        -        - 

For  iron  and  steel  for  shop,  -        -        .        -        - 

For  aaricultural  implements  for  ten  years,  from 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty,  stipulatrd  in  the 
third  article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty-first  Sep- 
tejnber,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three, 

For  education,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Presi- 
dent, stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  twenty-first  September,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-three,        ------ 

For  limited  annuity  for  ten  years,  from  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty,  stipulated  in  the  second  ar- 
li<de  of  the  treaty  of  twenty-first  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three,   -        -        - 

For  two  farmer<,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Pres- 
ident, stipulated  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  twenty-first  "Sl'ptember,   eighteen   hundred 
and  thirty-three,        --_.._ 
To  the  Ottawas. 

For  permanent  ajiimity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  Iriaty  of  third  August,  seven- 
teen hundred  and  ninety-five,  -        -        -    ,'  - 

Forpernianent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  second 
article  of  the  treaty  of  seventeenth  November, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seven,    -        -        -        - 

For  permanentMnnnity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  seventeenth  Septem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  eiahteen. 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  twenty-ninth  Au- 
gust, eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-one. 
To  the  Oltavma  cmd  Chippeivns. 

For  limited  annuity  for  twenty  years,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  ol  twenty- 
eighth  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  ihirty  six. 

For  interest  to  he  paid  annually  mi  twohuiulred 
thousand  dollars  as  annuity,  per  resolution  of 
Senate,      ------.. 

For  education  for  twenty  years,  and  during  the 
pleasure  of  Congress,  stipul.iti'd  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  t  wcnty-cighth  March, 
eighteen  hundred  arul  thirty-six, 
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For  missions  for  twenty  yeais,  and  during  the 
pleasure  of  (j'ongress,  stipulated  in  the  fouith 
article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty-e-ighth  March, 
eighteeti  hundred  and  thirty-six,       -        _        - 

For  vaccine  matter,  medicines,  and  pay  of  physi- 
cian, stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  twenty-eighth  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  -------- 

For  purchase  of  provisions  for  twenty  years,  sti- 
pulated in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
twenty-eighth  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  -------- 

For  six  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  of  tobacco 
for  twenty  years,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  twenty-eighth  March,  eightesn 
hundred  and  thirty-six,    ------ 

For  one  hundred  barrels  of  salt  for  twenty  years, 
stipulated  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
twenty-eighth  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six,-        ------- 

For  five  hundred  fish  barrels  for  twenty  years, 
ftipulattd  in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty 
of  twenty-eighth  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  -------- 

For  three  blacksmiths  and  assistants,  stipulated 
in  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  twenty- 
eighth  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,     -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -    '   - 

For  iron  and  steel  for  shops,        -        .        -        - 

For  a  gunsmith  at  Mackinac,  stipulated  in  the 
seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty-eighth 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  - 

For  iron  and  steel  for  shop,  .        .        _        . 

For  pay  of  two  larmers  and  two  assistants,  stip- 
ulated in  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of 
twenty-eighth  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  -         ------- 

For  pay  of  two  mechanics,  stipulated  in  the 
seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty-eighth 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  - 

To  the  Osages. 

For  interest,  at  five  per  centum,  on  sixty-nine 
thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars,  the 
valuation  of  fifty-four  sections  of  land  set  apart 
by  treaty  of  second  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  for  education,  per  resolution  of 
Senate  of  nineteenth  January,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-eight,         ------ 

For  limited  annuity  for  twenty  years,  stipulated 
in  the  seeornl  article  of  the  treaty  of  eleventh 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine. 

For  support  of  two  blacksmiths'  establishments, 
for  twenty  years,  stipulated  in  the  second  article 
of  the  treaty  of  eleventh  January,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty- nine,  .        .        .        -        . 

For  pay  of  two  millers  for  fifteen  years,  and  two 
assistants  for  eleven  years,  stipulated  in  the  sec- 
ond article  of  the  treaty  of  eleventh  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,     -         -        - 

For  erection  of  mills,  as  stipulated  in  the  second 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  eleventh  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirly-nine,    -        -        - 

To  the  Piankeshaws. 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  third  August,  seventeen 
hundred  and  ninety-five,  -        -        -        -        - 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third 
article  of  the  treaty  of  thirtieth  December,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  five,      ----- 

To  the  Pawnees. 
For  agricultural  implements  for  fiv«  years,  and 
during  the  pleasure  ot  the  President,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  ninth  Octo- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three,    - 

To  the  Pottuw atomies  of  Huron. 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  second 

article  of  the  treaty  of  seventeenth  November, 

eighteen  hundred  and  seven,    -        -        -        - 

To  the  Pottaw atomies. 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  third  August,  seventeen 
hundred  and  ninety-five,  -        -        -        -        - 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  thirtieth  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine,      -        -        -        _ 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third 
article  of  the  treaty  of  second  October,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eighteen,      -        -        -'       -        _ 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  second 
article  of  the  treaty  of  twentieth  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight. 

For  life  annuity  to  chiefs,  stipulated  in  the  second 
article  of  the  treaty  of  twentieth  September, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight. 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  second 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  twenty-ninth  July, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-niiie,  -        -        - 

For  limited  annuity  for  twenty  years,  stipulated 
in  the  third  article  of  the  tnaty  of  twenty-sixth 
October,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two. 

For  limited  annuity  for  twenty  years,  stipulated 
in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  twentieth 
October,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two, 

For  limited  annuity  for  twenty  years,  stipulated 
in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty-sixth 
September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three. 

For  life  annuity  to  chiefs,  stipulated  in  tile  third 
article  of  the  treaty  of  twentieth  October,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty  two,    -        -        -        . 

For  life  anmiities  to  chiefs,  stipulated  in  the  third 
article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty-sixth  September, 
eightee(!n  hundriMi  and  thirty  three. 

For  limited  annuity  lor  twenty  years,  stipulated 
in  the  second  (supplemental)  article  of  the 
treaty  of  twenty-sixth  September,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-three. 
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For  purchase  of  salt,  stipulated  in  the  third  article 
of  the  treaty  of  seventh  June,  eighteen  hundred 
and  three,  ---:.__ 

For  purchase  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  bushels  of 
salt,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty 
of  sixteenth  Ociob(?r,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-six,        _._-_._ 

For  educati(ni  during  the  pleasure  of  Congress, 
stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of 
sixteenth  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-six,        -----... 

For  blatksinith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in  the 
third  article  of  the  treaty  of  sixK-enth  October, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-six,     -        -        - 

For  iron  and  steel  foi  shop,  -        -     '  - 

For  education  during  the  pleasure  of  Congress, 
stipulated  in  the  second  article  of  the  tn  aty  of 
twentieth  September,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-eight,     ------- 

For  payment  in  money  in  lieu  of  two  thousand 
pounds  of  tobacco,  fifteen  hundred  pounds  of 
iron,  and  three  hundred  and  fiity  pounds  of 
steel,  stipulated  in  \\%  second  article  of  the 
treaty  of  twentieth  September,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty  eiuht,  and  the  tenth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  fifth  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-six,    -------- 

For  hiack-mith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in  the 
second  article  of  the  treaty  of  twentieth  Sep- 
tember, eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-eight,    - 

For  iron  and  steel  for  shop,  -        -        -        -        - 

For  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in  the 
second  article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty-ninth 
July,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine. 

For  iron  and  steel  for  shop,  -        _        .        -        . 

For  purchase  of  fifty  barrels  of  salt,  stipulated  in 
the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty  innth 
July,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine. 

For  education  during  the  pleasure  of  Congres's, 
stipulated  in  the  lourth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
twenty-seventh  October,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-two.  ------- 

For  interest  on  six  hundred  and  forty  three  thou- 
sand dollars,  at  five  per  centum,  stipulated  in 
the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  fifth  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,        -        .        - 

For  subsistence,  stipulated  in  the  sixth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  fifth  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
totty-six,    -------- 

To  the  Qunpaws. 

For  limited  annuity  tor  twenty  years,  stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  eighteenth 
May,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three,  - 

For  education  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Presi- 
dent, stipulatr^d  in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty 
of  eighteenth  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-three,    -------- 

For  blacksmith  and  assistant,  stipulated  in  the 
third  article  of  the  treaty  of  eighteenth  May, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-three,  -        -        -, 

For  iron  and  steel  for  shop,  -        -        _        _ 

For  pay  of  farmer,  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
President,  stipulated  in  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  of  eighteenth  May,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-three,        ------ 

To  the  Six  J^atlons  of  J^eip  York. 
For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  sixth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  the  eleventh  November, 
seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-four. 

To  the  Tuscaroras. 

For  proportionate  share  of  the  fund  for  three 
thousanddollars  due  to  the  emigrant  Tuscaro- 
ras, as  provided  in  the  jbiirteenth  article  of  the 
treaty  with  the  Six  Nations  of  New  York,  of 
fifteenth  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight,         -------- 

For  payment  to  James  Cusick,as  stipulated  in 
schedule  B,  a[Tpeiided  to  the  treaty  with  the 
Six  Nations  of  New  York  of  fiJteenth  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,    -        -        - 

To  the  Senecas  ofJ^ew  York. 

For  permanent  annuity,  in  lieu  of  interest  on 
stock,  per  act  of  nineteenth  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirty-one,    -        -        -        .        - 

For  interest,  in  lieu  of  investment,  on  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars,  at  five  jier  centum,  per 
act  twenty-seventh  June,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-six,  ------ 

To  the  Yancton  and  Santee  Siovx. 

For  blacksmith  and  assistant,  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  President,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  filteeiith  July,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty,         ------ 

For  iron  and  steel  for  shop,  -        -        -        . 

For  aaricultural  implenients,  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  President,  stipulated  in  the  fonith  article 
of  the  treaty  of  fifteenth  July,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty,  -        -        -    _    - 

Sioux  of  Mississippi. 

For  blacksmith  and  as,-istant,  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  Pl•e^ident,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  arlicle 
of  the  treaty  of  fifteenth  July,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty,  ------ 

For  iron  and  steel  for  shop,  ----- 

For  agricultural  implements,  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  President,  stipulated  in  the  fourth  article 
of  Ihe  treaty  of  fifteenth  July,  eighteen  bOndred 
and  thirty,         ------- 

For  interest  on  three  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
at  five  per  <-entum,  stipnlat(;d  in  the  second  ar- 
ticle of  the  treaty  of  twenty-ninth  September, 

■*' eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven. 

For  limited  aniuiity,  for  twenty  years,  stipulated 
ill  the  second  article  ol  the  tK'aiy  of  twenty- 
ninth  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven,        -------- 
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THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


For  purchase  of  medicinps,  asricultural  imple- 
nipiils,  and  srock  ;  suppnriol  Taniieri,  [ihysiciiui, 
and  (iliicksiiiiili,  lor  twi-nty  yr^ars,  siipiilated  in 
the  SKCond  article  (it'ilie  ireaty  of  tvventy-ninth 
Septeiniier,  riijliteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven, 

For  purchase  of  provisiuns  for  twenty  years,  stip- 
ulated in  the  sei-ond  article  of  the  treaty  of 
iwenly-ninth  Sepleniber,  eighteen  hundred  and 
Ihirty-seven,      ------- 

To  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  ofJM'issouri. 
For  inlere>t,  in  lieu  of  investment,  on  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven  thousand  four  hundred 
dollars,  at  five  per  centum,  stipulated  iit  the 
second  article  of  the  Ireaty  of  twenty-first  Octo- 
ber, eii^hteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,    - 

To  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  of  Mississippi. 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  third 
ariKle  of  the  treaty  of  thiri  November,  eigh- 
teen hujnired  and  lour,     ----- 

For  limiied  aniiuiiy  for  thirty  years,  stipulated  in 
the  third  article  of  the  ireaty  m  twenty- first 
i~epteioher,  eiirhteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  - 

For  III  leksmiih  and  assist  iiit,  during  the  pleasure 
of  tlie  President.  .-lipnlated  in  the  fourth  article 
of  ihe  treaty  ol  fourth  August,  eighteen  hundred 
and  twenty-four,        ------ 

For  iroii  ami  steel  lor.shop,  -         -         -         - 

For  aunsmllli  for  thirty  ye;\rs,  stipulated  in  the 
fourth  iirticle  of  the  tr'aty  of  iwenty-tirst  Sep- 
temlur,  eiuliteen  hundred  and  thirty-two. 

For  iron  and  steel  for  shop,  -        '-         -        - 

For  Lfiek-miih  and  assistant  for  thirty  years, 
stipulated  in  the  fonrtli  article  of  the  tieaty  of 
tweruy-first  September,  eighteen  hundred  and 
tliiriy  two,  ------- 

For  iron  ami  steel  for  shop,  -        -         .        - 

For  ajrioullura  imph'tneiits,  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  President,  stipulate<l  in  the  fourth  arlicle 
of  the  treaty  o!  louith  Auiiust,  eighteen  hundred 
ami  iwenty  four,       ------ 

For  fiirty  IrirreH  of  salt  for  thirty  years, stipulated 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  twenty  first 
September,  eiu'hteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,    - 

For  forty  kegs  of  tobacco  for  thirty  yiars,  stipu- 
lated in  the  fourth  arlicle  of  the  treaty  ol  twen- 
t\  -first  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  -------- 

For  interest  on  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at 
five  per  centum,  stipulated  in  the  second  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  of  iwenty-first  October,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-seven,  -  -  . 
"for  interest  on  ei.'ht  ImiMlred  thousand  dollars, 
at  five  p  T  centum,  stipulated  in  the  sec(uid 
article  of  ihe  treaty  of  eleventh  October,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty-two,     -        -        -        - 

To  the  ShfHvnees. 

For  permanent  annuity,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  ihe  treaty  ot' third  Augii>t,  seventeen 
hundred  and  ninety  five,  ----- 

For  permanent  aniiuiiy,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  ol'the  treaty  of  twenty-ninth  September, 
ei;;hte.-ii  hundred  and  seveiiieeii,      -         -         - 

For  piircha-e  of  salt,siipiilaied  in  ihethird  article 
of  the  treaty  of  seventh  June,  eigliteen  hundred 
and  three,  ------- 

For  blacksmith  and  assistant,  during  the  pleasure 
of  Ihe  Pr(!sident,  stipulated  iivihe  liiurlh  article 
of  the  treaty  of  seveiiih  November,  eighteen 
hundred  and  Iweiity-Hve,  -        -        -        - 

Fu  iron  and  steel  for  shop,  -        -        -        - 

For  hlaeksinitli  and  a-sisiant,  duringthe  pleasure 
ofllie  President,  stipulated  inlhe  fourth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  eighth  August,  eighteen  liundred 
and  tliirty-one,  ------- 

For  iron  and  steel  for  shop,  -        -         -         - 

To  the  Senecas  and  Shawnees. 

For  permanent  annuiiy,  -lipnlated  in  Ihe  fourth 
aitiele  of  the  treaty  of  sevi'iiteentli  Sejilember, 

"  ei'.'lileen  liiindred  and  eighteen,         -         -         - 

For  hlaek~niilli  and  assistant,  during  the  pleasure 
of  till-  l're>idenl,-lipul.iti-(l  in  the  fourtli  article 
of  the  Ireaty  of  twentieth  July,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirly-one,  ------ 

For  iron  and  steel  for  shop,  -        -        -        .        - 

To  the  Senecas. 

For  permanent  annnily,  stipulated  in  the  fourth 
article  of  the  tieaty  of  twenty-ninth  September, 
ei  Jiteen  hundred  and  sevemeen,     -        -        - 

For  permanent  aimnity,  stipulated  in  the  fourili 
arlicle  of  Ihe  treaty  of  seventeenth  September, 
eigliteen  linndre(l  and  eighteen, 

For  bUcksmiih  and  :issistaiit,  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  President,  slipulati-d  in  the  fourlh  article 
of  the  inaiy  of  iweniy-eighth  February,  eigh- 
t'Mii  hundred  and  ihiity-one,     -         -        - 

l^or  iron  and  steel  for  shop,  -        -         -         -         . 

For  pay  of  miller,  during  ihe  pleasure  of  the  Pres- 
iileiii,  stipuhited  ill  Ihe  |,,urlh  article  of  the 
treaty  of  twenly-eighih  February,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one,  ------ 

To  the  Wyandnls. 

For  permanent  annnily, stipulated  in  the  third  ar- 
ticle of  the  trealv  of  seventh  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-two,      -         -         .         -        . 

For  1)1  lek-miili  and  as-i.-tant,  stipulated  in  the 
eiglilh  arliele  of  the  treaty  of  Keventeenth 
March,  eiilitei'n  liiinilnd  and  forty-two,  - 

For  iron  and  .-leel  for  shop,  -         -         -        -        - 

For  education,  Hlipiilated  in  the  fourth  arlicle  of 
the  Ire  iiv  of  »eveMleeutli  March,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-lwo,   ------ 

To  the  Wens. 
For  permanent  aniiuiiy,  stipulated  in  the  fiaii  ar- 
licle of  the  treaty  of  the  second  October,  cigli- 
liiien  bundivd  and  ei^httiuii,       .         .         .         - 
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To  the  Winneoagoes. 

For  liipited  annuity  for  thirty  years,  stipulated  in 
the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  first  August, 
eighteen  hunilred  and  twenty-nine,  -        -        - 

For  limited  annuity  for  tweuiy-seven  years,  stip- 
ulated in  the  third  arlicle  "of  the  treaty  of  fif- 
teenth September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  ------        -I        - 

For  the  purchase  of  fifty  barrels  of  salt,  for  thirty 
years,  stipulated  in  the  second  article  of  the 
treaty  ol  first  August,  eighteen  hundred  and 
twenty-nine,      ------- 

For  the  purchase  of  three  thousand  pounds  of  to- 
bacco, for  thirty  years,  stinulated  in  the  second 
article  of  the  treaty-of  first  August,  eighteen 
hundred  and  twenty-iiiue,         -        -        -        - 

For  the  purchase  of  one  thousand  five  hundred 
pounds  of  tobacco,  for  tweutv-seven  years,  stip- 
ulated in  the  fifth  arlicle  of  the  ireaty  of  fif- 
teenth September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  --------- 

For  three  blacksmiths  and  assistants,  for  thirty 
year-,  stipulated  in  the  third  arlicle  of  the  treaty 
of  first  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine,  -        -----.-. 

For  laboi^r  and  oxen,  for  thirty  years,  stipulated 
in  the  third  arlicle  of  the  treaty  of  first  August, 
eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  -        -        - 

For  education,  for  twenty-seven  years,  stipulated 
in  the  fourlh  article  of  the  treaty  of  fifteenth 
September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-two,  - 

For  six  agriculturists,  purchase  of  oxen,  ploughs, 
and  other  implements,  for  twenty-seven  years, 
stipulated  in  tlie  fifth  arlicle  ofllie  treaty  of  fif- 
teenth September,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
two,  -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -'- 

For  pay  of  two  physicians,  for  twenty-seven 
years,  stipulated  in  the  fifth  article  of  ihe  treaty 
of  fifteenth  September,  eigliteen  hundred  and 
thirty-two,  ------- 

For  interest  on  one  million  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  at  five  per  centum,  stipulated  in  the 
fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  first  November, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven, - 

For  interest  on  eighty  five  thousand  dollars,  at 
five  per  centum,  stipulated  in  Ihe  fourth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  thirteenth  October,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-six,       -        -        -        -        - 

For  iron  and  steel  for  three  smith's  shops,  - 

Catawba  Indians. 

For  the  removal  of  the  Catawba  tribe  of  Indians, 
now  in  the  limits  of  the  State  of  North  Candina, 
to  the  Indian  country  west  of  the  iMississippi, 
with  the  consent  of  said  tribe,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to  ascertain  the 
number  and  names  of  such  individuals  and 
families,  including  each  member  of  every  fam- 
ily of  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  that  re- 
mained in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  at  the 
time  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  New 
Echota,  May  twenty-three,  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-six,  and  who  have  not  removed  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  or  received  the  commutation 
for  removal  and  subsistence,  and  report  the 
same  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  where- 
upon the  Secretary  of  rtie  Treasury  shall  set 
apart  a  sum  equal  to  fifty-three  dollars  and 
thirty-three  cents  for  each  individual  ascer- 
tained as  aforesaid,  and  that  he  cause  to  he  paid 
to  every  such  individual,  or  his  or  her  legal  rep- 
resentative, interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent. 
per  annum  on  such  per  capita,  from  the  .said 
twenty-third  day  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty  six,  to  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this 
act.— [Indefinite.] 

For  the  appointment  of  a  commissioner  to  issue 
the  "  certificates"  contemplated  in  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  War  Department  to  Gen.  William 
H.  Mitchell,  dated  April  thirtieth,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  foity,  in  relation  to  the  claims  of  cer- 
tain citizens  against  the  Oliawas,  Chippewas, 
and  Potiawatomies,  and  the  Pottawatomies  of 
Indiana,    -------- 


18,000  00 

10,000  00 

250  00 


175  00 

2,160  00 

3S5  00 

3,000  00 


4,250  00 
660  00 


5,000  00 


2,000  00 


f901.i;M  68 

^n  Jlct  for  the  payment  of  liquidated  claims  against 
Mexico. 

To  pay  the  claimants,  or  their  legal  representa- 
tives, the  amount  now  due  by  reason  of  the 
claims  already  liquidated  and  decided  against 
the  Mexican  Hepulilic,  under  the  conventions 
between  that  liepublic  and  the  United  Slates, 
severally  concluded  on  the  eleventh  day  of 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-nine,  and 
the  thiriieth  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred 
and  fort\-three,  and  for  which  certificates  have 
been  issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
—[Indefinite.] 

•'?»i  Jlr.t  making  apprnprintions  for  the  naval  service, 
for  the  year  ending  the  thirtieth  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

For  pay  of  commission,  warrant,  and  petiy  offi-  » 

cers,  and  seaiiieii,  including  the  engincercorps 
of  the  navy,      .---""-.     ,f2,189,2n   00 

For  the  pay  of  the  superintendent  of  the  Nav.il 
Observatory  at  Washington  cily,  who  shall  be 
a  captain,  commander,  or  lieutenant  in  the 
navy,         -        -        - 3,000  00 

For  piiy  of  siiperintenilents,  naval  constructors, 
and  all  ihc  civil  establishments  at  the  several 
navy-i^rds, -         -   74,220  00 

For  provisions  for  commission,  warrant,  and  petty 
otficerH,  and  seamen,  including  engineers  and 
Diarinu9,  attached  to  vusuuls  tbr'iea  iiirvicu,     -  677,860  00 


For  surgeons'  necessaries  and  appliances  for  the 
sick  and  hurt  of  the  navy,  including  the  marine 
corps,        --------  23,500  00 

For  increase,  repair,  armament,  and  equipment 
for  the  navy,  including  wear  and  tear  of  vessels 
in  commission,  coal  for  steamers,  purchase  of 
hemp,  and  one  million  two  hundred  thousand 
dollars  for  completing  four  first-class  steam- 
ers,   --------       2,531,474  00 

For  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  including  in- 
cidental expenses,     -----         -218,420  00 

For  nautical  books,  maps,  charts,  instrumenls, 
binding  and  repairing  the  same,  and  all  expen- 
ses of  the  Ilydrographical  office,      -        -        -  35,0'JO  00 

For  contingent  expenses  that  may  accrue  for  the 
following  purposes,  viz:  freight  and  transporta- 
tion; printing  and  stationery;  advertising  in 
newspapers;  books,  maps,  models,  and  draw- 
ings ;  purchase  and  repair  of  fire  engines  and 
rnacliiiiery ;  repair  of  and  attending  on  steam 
engines  in  yards;  purchase  and  support  of 
horses  and  oxen,  and  driving  teams;  carls,  tim- 
ber wheels,  and  the  purchase  and  repair  of 
workmen's  tools;  postage  of  public  letters; 
furniture  for  Government  houses;  fuel,  oil,  and 
candles  for  navy-yards  and  shore  stations;  cleaii- 
ingaud  clearing  up  yards;  watchmen  and  inci- 
dental labor  not  chargeable  to  any  other  appro- 
priation ;  labor  attending  the  delivery  of  >tores 
and  supplies  on  foreign  stations;  wharfage, 
dockage,  and  rent;  traveling  expenses  of  ofii- 
cers;  funeral  expenses;  store  and  office  rent; 
stationery  and  tliel  to  navy  agents  and  store- 
keepers; flaL's,  awnings,  and  packing  boxes; 
premiums  and  other  expenses  of  recruiting; 
apprehending  of  deserters;  per  diem  pay  to 
persons  attending  courts-martial,  and  couris  of 
inquiry,  or  other  service  authorized  by  law; 
pay  to  judge  advocates;  pilotage  and  towage  of 
vessels;  assistance  rendered  to  vessels  in  dis- 
tress,        ----.--_  700,000  00 

For  the  transportation  of  the  United  States  mail 
between  New  York  and  Liverpool,  between 
New  York  and  New  Orleans,  and  Havana  and 
Chagres,  and  between  Panama  and  Astoria, 
under  the  act  of  tlie  third  of  March,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-seven,  -        -        .        -        -874,600  00 

For  contingent  expenses  for  objects  not  herein- 
before enumerated,   -  -         -        -        -     2,000  00 

To  pay  arrearages  due  for  grading  University 
square,  and  other  expenses,  for  the  construction 
of  the  dcp6t  for  charts  and  instruments,  beinga 
reapproprialion  in  part  of  a  sum  carried  to  the 
surplus  fund,  heretofore  appropriated  for  that 
purpose,    --------   10,043  77 

For  furnishing  the  Inarine  hospital   building  at 

New  Orleans,    -------     7,500  00 

For  "  meteorological  observations,"  to  be  con- 
ducted under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
Ihe  Navy,-        -        -        -        -        -        -        -     2,000  00 

For  the  establishment  of  a  dep6t  for  naval  stores, 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  cause  to  be  located  at  or  near  the  city 
of  New  Orleans, 20,000  00 

For  the  construction,  extension,  and  comple- 
tion of  the  following  objects,  and  for  the  cur- 
rent repairs  at  the  several  Navy- Yards,  v.z : 

Jit  Portsmoiith. 
For  completing  quay  wall  and  wharf,  and  wharf 
number  one  ;  wall  westside  of  sliip-hoiise  num- 
ber four,  and  filling  in;  limber  shed  opposite 
number  seven,  and  addition  to  smithery  I; 
brick  powder-magazine;  engine,  fixtuns,  &c., 
for  blowing  fires  to  forges;  and  for  repairs  of 
all  kinds,  --------  50,551  00 

Jit  Boston. 
For  timber-shed  number  thirty  seven,  and  pier- 
wharf  at  angle  number  fifty-nine  ;  coal-house 
near  dry-dock,  and  pier-wharf  in  rear  of  car- 
penters' and  joiners'  shop;  for  eight  knee- 
docks,  and  tracks  for  stowage  of  guns  in  gun 
-  park;  for  completing  brick  barn  ;  and  repairs 
of  all  kinds,       -.---..  97,351  00 

Jit  J^eiu  York. 
For  iron  and  copper  store,  cooperage,  cob-wharf, 
and  filling  in  timber  pond;  dredging  channels 
and  wharf  in  front  of  hospital  lands;  steam  en- 
gine 111  smithery,  steam-pipes,  &c..  and  cistern 
for  each  reservoir;  paving  and  flagging,  and 
granite  skids,  and  platforms  for  cannon,  and  for 
repairsof  all  kinds,  -        -        -        -        -        -106,000  00 

For  the  dry-doc-k,  ------  3,50,100  00 

For  the  purchase  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of 
Ihe  land,  above  and  under  water,  boiindeii  by 
Flushing  avenue,  in  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  in 
the  Slate  of  New  York,  the  United  Stales  navy- 
yard,  hospital  grounds,  and  the  Wallabout  bay 
to  the  channel,-        -----        -285,00000 

Jit  Philadelphia. 
For  removing  and  extending  ship-house  G  ;  com- 
pleting wharf  number  two;  dredging  machine; 
and  repairs  of  all  kinds, 14,500  00 

^it  lV(u^liington. 
For  chai^i-cahle  forges,  and  lilting  part  of  number 
ele\cil  lor  a  boiler  shop;  steam  hainnier  for 
smith's  shop,  and  alleratmn  in  hydraulic  prov- 
ing inaeliine  ;  eon  verting  joiner's  shop  in  num- 
ber twelvi'  10  nioiilil  lofl,aiid  steam  haiiimer  in 
place  ofobl  lilt  liaiiiiiK'r;  ordnance  wcirU>hops, 
and  extending  brass  foundry  ;  extending  blaek- 
simtirs  shop  and  iron  store  under  N,  and 
nii>hing  shop  lor  Biiiitliery ;  convening  old 
loundry  into  blahlos,  and  for  repairs  of  all 
kiuUs, 35,418  00 
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Jit  J^orfolk. 
For  extension  of  quay  walls ;  conipletinia;  slip 
forty-eisrht,  and  for  the  storehouse  iiuuiber  nine- 
teen ;  brick  stahles  ;  steam  h*ninerand  e.ns,iuc  ; 
briclf  gun  place,  coal-house, awd  landing  wharf; 
culvert  drill  press;  puncliln!;  machine  and  cut- 
ting shears,  and  for  repairs  of  all  kinds,    -        -144,136  00 

Jit  Pensacola. 

For  two  third-class  officers'  houses  ;  completing 
timber  shed  number  iwenty-six  ;  dredge  ma- 
chine scows;  four  warrant  officers'  houses, 
and  guard  house  ;  coal-house  ;  paint  shop,  and 
rail  tracks;  permanent  wharf;  drain  in  rear  of 
officers'  rjuarlers  ;  wharf  and  rail  track  in  front  / 

of  storehouse  number  twenty-six;  paving,  gra- 
ding,  planting  trees  and  leveling,  and  forrepiirs 
of  all  kinds,       -.-:.-        -159,62500 

For  construction,  in  part,  of  a  new  timber  shed 

at  said  navy-yard,     ------    50,000  (!0 

For  payment  of  such  arrearages  as  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navv  nn»v  in  law  and  equity  decide  to  be 
due  to  Jerrison  and  Foster,      -        -        -        -      7,000  00 

At  Memphis. 
For  completing  commandant's  house  and  store- 
house;  tarring-house ;  engine  and  machinery 
for  saw  mill;  timber  shed,  and  boat-builder's 
shop,  and  wall  to  enclose  yard;  embankment 
and  excavations;  machinery  lor  ropewalk,  and 
for  repairs  of  all  kinds,     -        -        -        -        -174^038  00 

Jit  Sackttt's  Harbor. 
For  the  completinn  of  officers'  quarters,  and  for 
repairs  of  air  kinds,  -        -----     2^00000 

For  Hospitals,  viz: 
At  Boston. — For  repairing  lii)S|iital  buildings  and 
dependencies,  fences  and   furnaces,  painting, 
glazijig,  and  whitewashing,      -        -        -        -     2,800  00 
"  For  the  completion  of  the  marine  hospitals  now 
building,  viz: 

AtPiffsburg,         - 10,000  00 

At  Cleveland,       -------    ]0,000  00 

At  Louisville,       -------    10,000  00 

For  the  purpose  of  erecting  marine  hospitals  on 
the  sites  owned  by  the  United  States  at  the 
following  places,  viz: 
At  St.  Louis,        -------    10,000  00 

At  Natchez,  -------    10,000  00 

At  Paducair,         .-----.    10,000  00 

At  Napoleon,  Arkansas,  (so  soon  as  the  Govern- 
ment title  to  the  site  selected  and  purchased 
shall  be  perfected,)  ------    10,000  00 

Also  for  the  construction  of  a  marine  hospital  on 
such  site  as  shall  be  selected  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  on  the  lands  owned  by  the 
United  Stales,  at  Chicago,        _        -        -        -   10,000  00 
At  New  York. — For  purchase  from  the  city  of 
New  York  of  water  front  to  hospital  lands  ;  for 
surgeon's  house;  paving,  guttering,  and  coin- 
pli'ting  sewer,  and  for  current  rt^pairs,     -        -    20.0.57  Of) 
At  Washington. — For  current  repairs,         -        -        100  00 
At  Norfolk.— For  repairs  of  galleries,  cells,  bath- 
house, fence,  and  surgeon's  house,  -        -        -      1,400  Oi) 
And  for  making  necessary  repairs  for  the  marine 

hospital  at  Norfolk,  -        -----     1,60000 

At  Pensacola. — For  bricking  up  ponds  and  drain, 

repairs  to  hospital,  and  for  current  repairs,      -      6,378  00 
At  Mobile. — For  necessary  repairs  of  the  marine 

hospital,   --------      1,090  00 

For  Magazines,  viz: 

At  Boston,    --------  500  00 

At  New  York,      -------  500  00 

At  Washington,   -        -        -        -        -        -        -  200  00 

At  Norfolk,  --------  1,938  00 

Marine  Corps. 
For  pay  of  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  privates,  and  servants,  serving  on 
shore,  subsistence  of  olhcers,  and  pay  for  un- 
drawn clothing,         -        -        .        -        .        -28.1000  00 
For  provisions  for  marines,  serving  on  shore,      -    60,(00  60 
For  clothing,        -------    81,492  03 

For  fuel,       -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -    11,334  00 

For  military  stores,  repair  of  arms,  pay  of  armor- 
ers,   accoutrements,    ordnance     stores,    flags, 
drums,  fifes,  and  ininical  instruments,      -        -     8,000  00 
For  transportation  of  officers  and  troops,  and  for 
expenses  of  recruiting,     -----    12,00000 

For  contingencies,  viz  : 
Freight,   ferriage,  toll,  cartage,  wharfage,   com- 
pensation to  judges-advocate,  per  diem  for  at- 
■^pnding  courts-martial,  courts  of  inquiry,  and 
for  constant  labor;  house-rent,  in  lieu  of  quar- 
ters;   burial  of   deceased    marines;    printing, 
stationery,  forage,  postage,  pursuit  of  deserters  ; 
candles,  oil,  straw,  furnilure,  bed  sacks,  spades, 
axes,  shovels,  picks,  carpenters'  tools  ;  keep  of 
a  horse  for  messenger,  pay  of  the  matron,  wash- 
erwon)an,  and  porterat  hospital  hea(l(|uarlers,  -   22,000  00 
For  the   relief  and  proteclinn  of  American  sea- 
ipen  in  foreign  countries,  further  to  supply  de- 
ficiencies in  appropriations  iniide  for  the  service 
of  the  fiscal  year  eniling  thirtieth  June,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty-eight,    -        -        -        -  20,000  00 

For  improvements   and   repairs  at  the    niival 
school  at  Annapolis,  to  be  expended  as  fol- 
low.a  : 
For  enclosing  the  grounds  embraced  in  the  new 
piirehase,  repairing  the  houses  thereon,  dock- 
ing, grading,  and  improving  the  aiounds,         -     6,800  00 
For  n-palringand  linniugsuperintendent's  house,     L.'JOO  00 
For  biiililiiigan  arsenal,        -----        50000 

For  raising  the  row  of  houses  occupied  by  pro- 
fessors, one  story,     ------     6,000  00 

For  coinplitin;:  mess-room  and  lyceuin,     -        -        500^00 
For  painting  outside  of  houses,  and  oilier  neces- 
sary repairs,      --...-.      1,500  00 


For  fire  engines  and  apparatus,  complete,  -  -  500  00 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby  directed 
fortiiwilh  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  ^inuel 
D.  Dakin  atnl  Rutherford  Moody,  for  the  com- 
plete construction,  within  a  reasonable  time 
fiom  the  date  of  the  contract,  of  a  sectional 
floating  dry-dork,  basin,  and  railways,  at  the 
navy-yard  at  PhiiJidelphia,  according  to  the 
plan  and  specifications  subnnttcd  by  them  to 
the  Navy  Department;  and  also  to  enter  into 
a  contract  with  John  S.  Gilbert  and  Zeno 
Secor,  for  the  complete  construction,  within 
a  reasonable  time  from  the  dale  of  the  con- 
tract, ol  a  balance  floating  dry-dock,  basin, 
and  railways,  at  the  navy-yard  at  Pensacola, 
according  to  the  plan  and  specifications  sub- 
mitted by  them  to  the  Navy  Department ;  and 
also  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  one  or  the 
other  of  the  respective  parties  above  nam(?d, 
f«r  the  cornple  conftruction,  within  a  reason- 
able time  from  the  date  of  the  cotitract,  at  the 
navy-yard  at  Kittery,  of  a  floating  dry-dock, 
basin,  and  railways,  upon  either  of  the  above 
named  plans  that  the  said  Secretary  may  prefer 
as  best  adapted  to  the  said  yard  ;  the  works  at 
each  yard  to  be  of  the  largest  dimensions  pro- 
posed in  said  plans  and  specifications,       -        -400,000  00 

p,878,136~77 


Jin  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  Government  for  the  year  ending 
the  thirtieth  day  of  .lane,  eighteen  hundred  and  for- 
ty-nine, and  for  other  purposes. 
Legislative. 

For  compensation  and  mileage  of  Senators  and 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and 
Delegates,  -------      $388,440  00 

For  compensation  of  the  officers  and  clerks  of 
*oth  Houses  of  Congress, 39,557  50 

For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all  other  con- 
tingent expenses  ot  the  Senate,         -        -        -  75,000  00 

For  stationery,  fuel,  printing,  and  all  othercontin- 
gent  expenses  of  the  House  of  Rrpresentatives, 
and  including  the  compensation  of  a  clerk  to 
the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  dbring  the  present  ses- 
sion, ---------  117,756  50 

Library  of  Congress. 
For  compensation  of  librarian,  two  assistant  libra- 
rians, and  messenger  of  the  library,-        -        -     4,500  00 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said  library,       -        -        bOO  liO 
For  purchase  of  books  for  said  library,         -        -     5,000  00 
For  purchase  of  law  books  for  said  library,  -        -     l,0ij0  00 
For  pacing  to  'I'homas  Jefferson  Randolph,  exec- 
utor of  Thomas  Jeft'erson,  deceased,  for  all  the 
papers  and  manuscripts  of  the  saidlliomas  Jef- 
ferson,       --------  20,000  00 

For  printing  and  publishing  the  said  p.ipers  and 

manuscripts,      -        -        -     '   -        -        -        -     6,UO0  00 

For  the  purchase  and  printing  of  the  papers  and 
manuscripts  of  the  late  Alexander  Ilauiilton,  -  26,000  01) 

Executive . 
For  compensation  of  the  President  of  the  United 

States,        --------  25,000  00 

For  compensation  of  the  Vice  President  of  the 

United  States,   -------     5,000  00 

Department  of  State. 
For  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
thecleiks,  messenger,  and  assistant  messenger 
in  liis  office,  including  a  salary  ol  two  thousand 
dollars  per  annum  for  a  clerk,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  examine  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the 
Uniiect  Stales  against  foreign  governinents,  and 
cJaims  of  the  latter  against  the  former,  and  to 
perform  such  other  duties  as  the  Secretary  of 
State  may  designate,  ------  28,300  00 

For  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
said  department,  viz: 
For  publishing  the  laws,  and  packin;.'  and  distrib- 
uting the  laws  and  documents,  incluilhig  proof- 
reading, labor,  boxes,  and  transportation,         -     9,00()  00 
For  publishing  in  newspapers  of  the  States  and 

Territories  the  laws  01  the  United  States,         -   10,850  00 
For  stationery,  blank  books,  binding,  labor  and 
aitendance,  furniture,  fixtures,  repairs,  paint- 
ing and  glazing,         ------     4,400  00 

For  printing,  (letter-press  and  copperplate,)  ad- 
ve^li:^ing,  books, and  maps,       -        -        -        -     2,000  00 

For  newspapers,  -------        200  0(1 

F(jr  miscellaneous  items, 1.000  00 

For  extra  clerk  hire,     ------     2,lOJ  OJ 

For  compensation  of  superintendent  and  four 
watchmen  of  tlie  northeast  executive  building,     1,710  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  viz  : 
For  labor,  fuel,  and  light,     -----     2,200  00 

For  miscellaneous  items,  «-----     1,100  00 

For  the  purchase  of  such  scientific  works  as  are 

necessary  for  the  use  of  the  Piitent  Office,        -     1,500  00 
Fill  compensalion  of  librarian,     -        -        -        -        300  00 

For  the  collection  of  agricultural  statistics,  and 
other  purpose.'!,  -------     3,.500  00 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  chemical  analysi.s 
of  vegetabje  substances  produced  and  u-^ed  for 
the  food  of  man  and  animals  in  the  United 
States,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Patents,    -        -        -        -     1,000  00 

Treasury  Department. 

For  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  the  clerks,  messenger,  and  assistant 
messeiiL'cr  in  his  office, 27,850  00 

For  compensalion  of  the  First  Comptroller,  and 
the  clerks,  messenger,  and  assistant  uiesstiiigcrs 
in  his  olhco, 28,5S0  00 


For  compensation  of  Ihc  Second  Comptroller,  and 
the  clerks  and  messenger  in  his  officir,  including  ' 
the  salary  of  an  ad((jtioiial  clerk,  at  twelve  hun- 
dred dollars,  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  third 
March,  eiiihteen  hundred  and  forty-seven,  and 
hereby  continued  for  one  year,  -        -        .    16,450 

For  compensation  of  six  additional  clerks  in  said 
office  for  one  year,  at  twelve  hundred  dollars 
each,  --------     7,200 

For  compensation  of  the  First  Auditor,  and  the 
clerks  and  messenger  in  his  office,  including  the 
salaries  of  two  additional  clerks,  authorized  by 
the  act  of  third  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-seven,  at  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  each,  and  hereby  continued  for  one 
year,  and  of  an  additional  messenger  six  hun- 
dred dollars,      -------  22,800 

For  compensation  of  the  Second  Auditor,  and 
the  clerks  and  messenger  in  his  office,  inclu- 
ding the  salaries  of  three  additional  clerks,  at 
one  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
each,  authorized  by  act  of  third  March,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty-seven,  and  the  salaries  of 
nine  additional  clerks,  at  one  thousand  dollars 
each,  (said  additional  clerks  being  hereby 
authorized  to  be  employed  for  one  year,)  and 
including  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  didlars 
and  twenty  cents  as  coni|iens.ition  to  A.  B. 
Morton,  for  services  in  said  ofiiee  in  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-seven,  -----   38,633 

For  compf  nsation  of  thirteen  additional  clerks, 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Tna-uryis  hereby 
authorized  to  employ  for  a  period  of  twelve 
months  from  and  after  the  p.issage  of  this  act, 
at  !i  daily  compensation  not  exceeding  three 
dollars,  for  the  purpose  of  expediting,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  seltlemeiit  of  the  accounts  of  pay- 
masters of  the  army  of  the  Uniti;d  States,  and 
the  accounts  for  the  arrears  of  pay  of  di- charged 
and  deceased  officers  and  soldiers,  recruiting 
officers' accounts,  and  the  accounts  of  captains 
of  companies,  for  company  clothing  and  equip- 
ments,      --------  12,000 

For  compensation  of  Third  Auditor,  and  the 
clerks,  messenger,  and  assistant  messenger  in 
his  office,  --------  38,350 

For  compensation  of  six  additional  clerks  in  said 
office  for  one  year,  two  at  twelve  hundred  dol- 
lars each,  and  four  at  one  thousand  dollars 
each,  -  ------     6,400 

For  compensation  of  the  Fourth  Auditor,and  the 
clerks  and  messenger  in  his  office,  including 
four  hundred  and  two  dollars  for  services  ren- 
dered by  William  Brown  in  said  office,  in  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty-seven,  -        -        -        -  20,552 

For  compensation  of  two  clerks  in  said  office, 
at  one  thousand  dollars  each,  authorized  by  the 
act  of  third  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
five,  and  hereby  coriiinned  for  one  year,  -        -     2,000 

For  compensation  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  and  the 
clerks  and  messenger  in  his  office,  including 
the  salary  of  an  additional  clerk,  at  eight  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum,    -----   15^600 

For  compensation  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  the  clerks  and  messenser  in  his 
office,         -        -        -        -         -        -"-        -    13,750 

For  compensation  of  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  the  clerks  and  messenger  and  assist- 
ant messenger  in  his  office,       -        -        -        .  28,800 

For  compensation  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Laud  Office,  and  the  recorder,  draughts- 
man, assistant  draughtsman,  clerks,  messen- 
gers, assistant  messenstrs,  and  packers  in  his 
office,         -        -        -  "     -        -        -        -        -  84,788 

For  compensation  of  eight  additional  clerks  in 
said  office  for  one  year,  at  one  thousand  dollars 
each,         --------     8,000 

For  compensation  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  the  clerks  and  messenger  in  his  office,   13,650 

Contingent  expenses  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. 
In  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  : 

For  blank  books,  hindim!,  stationery,  labor,  cmn- 
pensation  for  carrying  the  department  mails, 
translations,  printing,  inclndine  the  public  ac- 
counts, and  for  collecting  and  preparing  inform- 
ation to  be  laid  before  Congress,        -        -        -    15,200 

For  miscellaneous  expenses,         -        -        .        -     2,800 

For  arrearages  due  to  Robert  Mayo,     -         -        -        9J0 

For  the  payment  of  a  balance  due  on  the  treasury 
books  to  the  heal  representatives  of  John  Hab 
ersham,  late  of  Georgia,  deceased,   -         -        -     1,925 
III  the  office  of  the  First  Comiitroller: 

For  blank  books,  binding, stationery,  printing,  and 

labor,  ---"--.-.     ij700 

For  miscellaneous  items,     -----        300 
In  the  office  of  the  Second  Comptroller: 

For  blank  bonks,  binilinc,  stationery,  and  print- 
ing blanks,  including  ptiy  for  the  IVational  [n- 
lelllgencer  and  Union,  to  be  filed,  bound,  and 
preserved  for  the  use  of  the  office,     -        -        -        700 

For  labor,  office   furniture,  and    miscellaneous 
items,        -        -        -        -        -        -'-        .        800 

In  the  office  of  the  First  Auditor: 

For  blank  books,  binding,  stationery,  labor,  and 
printius  blanks,-        ------     I^OOO 

For  iniscellaneous  items,     -----        750 
In  the  edifice  of  the  Second  Auditor: 

For  blank  books,  binding,  stationery,  labor,  and 

printing   blanks,        ------     1,830 

In  rhe  office  of  the  Third  .■Auditor: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  printing,  stationery,  and 

labor,         -        -        -        .        -        .        -        -        gno 
For  miscellaneous  items,      -----        200 

In  the  olfice  of  the  Fourth  Auditor: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  stationery,  printing,  and 

labor,         -        -        - 730 
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F<M-  ii)i«-elIaneons  items,     -----        200  00 

In  the  office  ol'the  Fifih  Auditor  : 
For  bliink  liooXa,  binding,  stationery,  aiid  labor,  -        375  00 
For  misoellaaeous  iit-nis,     -----        350  CO 

In  the  ortici'  of  the  Treasurer: 
^or  l>lank  liooks,  binding,  and  stalionery,    -        -        425  00 
Fur  labor,      --------        375  00 

For  printing,  -------         200  00 

For  niisoell.uieo'js  items,      -----        50000 

In  th  !  office  of  tlie  Register  of  tlie  Treasury: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  printing,  stationery, 

and  labor,  -        -        -        -         -        -        -      '-     2,000  00 

For  nnscellani  oiis  items,     -----     1,0U0  00 

III  tlie  orfic(!  of  Conunissioncr  of  the  General 
Land  Dlliee  : 
For  tract  books,    -------     3,337  00 

For -tationHry,  including  blank  honks  and  blank 
furnis   for   the  di>lii"t   land    otTiees,  pieces  of 
pirchini'iii   and    printini;   piteiiLs,  advertising 
la   d  ^ales  in   Me\v.~pa|)ers  and   handbill  form, 
public    notices,   and   printing  circulars,  office 
lurniiiire  and  repairs  of  the  same,  and  pay  of 
laborers  (employed  in  the  ottice,        -        -        -25,828  75 
For  niiseellaneons  items,      -----         70i)  00 

In  the  office  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  : 
For  b  aiik  b  loks,  binding,  stationery,  printing  cir- 
cular- aiid  blank  forms  for  returns  of  di-lritt 
attorneys,  ni.irslials,  clerks  of  courts,  collectors 
of  the  cusionis,  and  labor,         -         -         .        -     1,050  CO 
For  staiute-;  and  reiiorls  of  the  several  States,      -     1,000  00 
For  case-  for  book.-  and  papers,   -        -        -        -     1,500  1)0 

For  miscellaneous  items,     -----        200  00 

For  c ompensaiion  of  a  superintendent  and  eight 

watcliinenofthe  Southeast  Executive  Building,     3,420  00 
For  coii!lii!.'ent  expenses  of  said  building,  viz  :  for 

lab  'r,  fn.'l,  and  liphl,         -----     7,700  OC 

For  rent  of  additional  rooms  and  four  watchmen, 
and  mcluflini;  iron  safes,  ho^e  to  guard  against 
lire,  fuel,  rrp  lirs,  and  labor,      -         -        -        -     6,SG5  Of 

For  miscellaneous  items,      -----      1,700  OC 

JFitr  Department. 

For^compensalion  of  the  ?!ecri  tary  of  War,  and 
the  clerks,  messenger,  and  assistant  messenger 
in  his  office,       -------   17,850  00 

For  eninpensation  of  the  Commi-sioner  of  Indian 
Alfiirs,  and  the  clerks,  messenger,  and  assist- 
ant mes-enger  in  his  office,       -        -        -        -   18,700  00 

For  ihe  coinpi'nsation  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Pen-ions,  and  the  clerks  and  niessi  tigers  in  his 
office,  inchicliin;  twenty  three  thousand  four 
hundred  and  iwenty-tvvo  dollars  and  fifty-six 
cents  f  r  per  diem  conipensation  to  tvventy- 
sevtn  additional  clerks  on  bounty  land  business,   41,022  56 

For  coinpen-ation  of  the  clerk  and  messenger  in 

the  office  of  the  Commanding  General,     -         -      1,500  00 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  mes-enger  in 
the  office  of  the  Adjutant  General,  including  one 
additional  perm:iiicntclerk,  at  an  annual  salary 
of  louiteenliuiidrcd  dollars,       _         -        -         -     9,050  00 

For  compensation  of  clerks  temporarily  employed 

ill  s:iid  office,    ^-         -----        -      1,«00  00 

For  compensation  of  the  extra  clerk  employed  in 
said  office  one  month  and  five  days,  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  Juile  thirtieth,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-seven,        -----         100  00 

For  c  impensaiion  of  clerks  and  messenger  in  the 

offieeof  the  a  lartermaster  General,  -        -     7,300  00 

For  clerks  and  messenger  in  the  office  of  Clothing 

and  Epiipage,  at  Philadelphia,         -        -        -     4,200  00 

For  compensation  of  cleiks  and  messenger  in  the 
olhce  of  the  I'avmasler  General,       -        -        -     9,100  00 

For  compeiis:ition  ol  clerks  and  messenger  in  the 
office  of  the  Commissary  General  of  SiiB-ist- 
cnce,  --------     5,300  00 

For  compensation  of  three  additional  clerks  in 
said  idlicc,  for  one  year,  at  one  thousand  dollars 
each,  -        -        -   '     -        -        -         -        -      3,000  00 

For  compensation  of  the  clerks  and  messenger  in 

the  ortice  of  the  Chief  Engineer,       -        -        -     5,650  00 

For  coiiipensatiim  of  the  clerks  and  messenger  in 
^  the  offieeof  the  Surgeon  General,     -         -        -     2,650  00 
Worcompen-aiion  o.  the  clerks  and  messenger  in 

the  office  of  tlie  Colonel  of  Ordnance,       -         -      8,650  00 

For  compensaiion  of  one  clerk  temporarily  em- 

pl.)ved  in  said  office,  -----        609  00 

Foi  compensaiion  of  the  clerks  and  messenger  in 
the:  Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers,  -     4,900  00 

Contingencies  of  the  War  Department. 
For  the  incidental   and   eonlingent  expenses  of 

said   department,  and   the   various  offices  and 

bureau-  connected  therewith,  viz  : 

In  the  office  of  IheSecreUiry  of  War: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  stationery,  labor,  and 

priniiii-',  ;iiiil  new-papers  and  periodicals,        -      1,450  00 
Fir  bo  iks,  map-,  and  plans,  -        -         -         -      ],Ol)()OU 

For  iniM:ellani;oiis  ileins,      -----         5,',0  00 

In   thi:  office  of  the  Coniinissinner  of   Indian 
Affairs: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  and  stationery,    -        -        500  00 

For  labor,     -        - -        100  00 

For  iiii.-ccllaneous  items,      -----        4U0  00 

III  the  olfice  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions: 
For   stationery,  blank   books,    binding,    printing 

blank  forms  und  regulations,  advertising,  and 

fuel, -        .        .      1,200  00 

For  miscellaneous  items, 800  00 

III  the  office  of  the  Commanding  General : 
For  mi  cellaneous  ileniH, 300  00 

III  the  office  of  the  Adjutant  General : 
For  priiiiing   Army   IleL'ister   and   orders,  blank 

tiookit,  binding,  and  stationery,  -        -        -        -     1,203  00 
For  miscellaneous  items, 200  00 

In  the  office  ol  the  Uuarterinailcr  General,  in- 
cluding the  office  at  Philadelphia: 


For  blank  books,  binding,  stationery,  labor,  and 

printing,     --------         500  00 

Forextra  clerk  hire,    - 5,0)0  00 

For  miscellaneous  items,     -----        20J  00 

In  the  office  of  the  Paymaster  General : 
For  blank  liooks,  binding,  stationery,  and  fuel,    -     1,000  00 
For  miscellaneous  items,     -----        40000 

In  the  office  of  the  Commissary  General  of  Sub- 
sistence ; 
For  blank   books,  binding,  stationery,  printing, 

advertising,  labor,  and  fuel,      -        -        -        -     2,000  00 
For  miscellaneous  items,      -----        150  00 

In  the  office  of  the  Chief  Engineer: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  stationery,  fuel,  and 

printing,     --------         703  00 

For  miscellaneous  items,      -----        303  00 

In  the  office  of  the  Surgeon  General  : 
For  blank  hooks,   binding,  stalioiury,  printing, 

and  fuel,    --------        ia5  00 

For  mi-cellaneous  items,       -----  65  00 

In  the  office  of  the  Colonel  of  Ordnance  : 
For  blank  books,  binding,  stationery,  printing,  and 

fuel,  ---------         400  00 

For  miscellaneous  items,     -----        40O  00 

In  the  bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers: 
For  blank  books,  binding,  slaiioiiery,  labor,  and 

fuel,  ---------        750  00 

For  mi-cellaneous  items,     -----        50.J  00 

For  compensation   of   superintendent  and   four 

watcliineu  of  the  Northwest  Executive  Build- 
ing,   ---------     1,710  00 

For  the  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  viz  : 
For  labor,  fuel,  and  light,     -----     2,40000 
For  rent  of  additional  offices,  and   fuel  for  the 

same,  -        -     8,500  00 

For  iniscollaneous  items,     -        -       -        -       ^     1,600  00 

J^avy  Department. 

For  compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  Ihe  Navy, 
and  tlie  clerks,  messenger,  and  assistant  mes- 
senger in  his  office,  -        -----    21,95000 

For  coinpensaiioii  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Navy  Yards  and  Docks,  and  of  the  civil  engi- 
neer, druughtsiiian,  clerks,  and  messengers  in 
liis  office,  including  a  salary  of  one  thousand 
dollars  (or  an  additional  clerk  fur  one  year,      -  11,400  00 

For  compensation  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Ordnance  and  Hydrography, and  of  the  draughts- 
man, clerks,  and  messenger  in  his  office,  -     9,400  00 

For  compensation  of  the  cliief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Con.-lriiction,  Equipment,  and  Repairs,  and  of 
the  as.-istaiit  coll^tructor,  draughtsman,  clerks, 
and  messenger  in  his  office,      -        -        -        -  13,100  00 

For  conipensation  of  the  chief  naval  constructor 
and  the  engineer  in  chief,  -        -        -        -     6,0.10  00 

For  compensaiion  of  the  diief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Provisions  and  Clothing,  and  of  the  clerks  and 
messenger  in  his  office,    -----     9,300  00 

For  compensaiion  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery,  and  of   he  clerks,  as- 
sistant surgeon,  and  messenger  in  his  office,    -     6,800  00 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said  department, 
and  all  the  bureaus  connected  therewith,  viz ; 

For  blank  books,  binding,  stationery,  printing, 
and  labor,  -------"■-     4,000  00 

For  newspapers  and  periodicals,  -        -        -        .        200  00 

For  miscellaneous  Items,     -----     1,60000 

For  compensation  of  superintendent  and  three 
watcliinen  of  the  Southwest  E.vecutive  Build- 
ing,   ---------    1,345  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  said  building,  viz  : 
For  labor,  fuel,  and  light,      -----     1,67500 
For  the  rent  of  additional  offices,  and  fuel,  for  the 

u-e  of  the  Navy  Department,    -        -        -        -     3,000  00 
For  miscellaneous  items,      -----      1,150  00 
For  payment  of  expenses  of  frigate  Macedonian 
whilst  employed   under  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress, in  carrying  provisions  to  Ireland,    -        -    16,000  00 

Post  Office  Department. 

For  compensation  of  Postmaster  General,  three 
assistant  postmasters  general,  clerks,  messen- 
gers, assi-tant  messengers,  and  watchmen  of 
the  said  department,  -        -^     .        -        -  74,600  00 

For  compensaiion  of  four  clerks,  under  the  act  of 
nineteentli  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
eight,  for  six  Hionths,  at  the  rate  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  each  per  annum,  -        -        -        -     2,000  00 

For  conipeii>alioii  to  temporary  clerks,        -        -     2,000  00 

For  compensaiion  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 

Post  Office  building,  -        -        -    '     -         -        -        250  00 
Forcontingentexp(msesofsaiddepartment,vlz: 

For  blank  books,  binding,  stationery,  fuel,  oil,  la- 
bor, printing,  and  day  watchmen,     -        -        -     6,160  00 

For  miscellaneous  items,      -----        800  00 

For  repairs  of  the  Post  Office  building,  repairs  of 
the  furnaces,  whitewashing,  glazing,  casing  fire- 
places, and  mending  office  furn^ure,        -        -        500  00 

For  compensation  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Office 
Dep:irlinent,  and  the  clerks  and  messenger,  and 
assistant  messenger  in  his  office,       -        -        -  85,800  00 

For  compensation  to  Robert  B.  Boyd,  in  lieu  of  his 
pre.sent  compensation,  the  sum  of  forty  dollars 
per  month,  as  a  watchman  in  the  Post  Office 
Department.— [Indefinite.] 
For  contingent  expenses  of  said  office,  viz  : 

For  lab  ir,  blank  books,  binding,  stationery,  print- 
ing blanks  and  circulars,  -----     7,700  00 

For  liiiscellaneoiis  items,      -----      1,00300 

Survrynrs  and  their  Clerks. 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  north- 
west of  (he  Ohio,  and  Ihe  clerks  in  his  oilier,  -     8,300  00 

For  cninpenHntion  of  the  surveyor  general  of 
Illinois  and  Missouri,  and  the  clerks  in  hia 
offlcB,        -.-.-----     5,820  00 


For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Lou- 
isiana, and  the  clerks  in  his  office,  -        -        -     4,500  00 

For  conipensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Flor- 
ida, and  the  clerks  in  his  olfice,        -        _        -     5,500  00 

For  compensation  of  the  surveyor  general  of  Wis- 
consin and  Iowa,  and  the  clerks  in  his  office,  -     8,300  00 

For  compensation  of  the  Commi.ssioncr  of  Public 

Buildings  in  Washington,-        -        -        -        -     2,000  00 

For  compensation  to  lour  assistants,  drawkeepers 
at  the  Potomac  bridge,  including  oil  for  lamps 
and  machinery,  firewood  and  repairs,       -        -     4,290  00 

Mint  of  the  United  States. 
At  Philadelphia,  viz : 

Forsalaries  of  the  director,  treasurer,  chief  coiner, 
assayer,  melter  and  refiner,  engraver,  assistant 
assayer,  and  four  clerks,  -----   19,200  00 

For  wages  of  workmen,        -----  24,0d0  00 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses,  including 
fuel,  materials,  stationer}',  water  rent,  repairs 
and  wastage,  in  addition  to  available  funds  on 
hand,         --------   17,344  00 

For  specimens  of  ores  and  coins  to  be  reserved  at 

the  mint,  --------        100  00 

At  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  viz  : 

For  salaries  of  superintendent,  assayer,  coiner, 
and  clerk,  -        -        -        -        -      "-        -        -     6,000  00 

For  vvages  of  workmen,        -----     3,5u0  00 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses,  including 
fuel,  materials,  stationery,  repairs  and  wastage,     2,100  00 
At  Dahlonega,  Georgia,  viz  : 

For  salaries  of  superinlendent,  assayer,  coiner, 

and  clerk,  --------     6,000  00 

For  wages  of  workmen,        -----     3,60000 

For  incidental  and  contingent  expenses,  including 
fuel,  materials,  stationery,  repairs,  and  wastage,     2,500  00 
At  New  Orleans,  viz  : 

For  salaries  of  superintendent,  treasurer,  coiner, 
assayer,  melter  and  refiner,  and  two  clerks,     -    12,900  00 

For  wages  of  workmen,        -----   19,000  00 

Forincidental  and  contingentexpenses,  including 
fuel  materials,  stationery,  water  rent,  repairs, 
and  wastage,  together  wilh  an  estimated  excess 
of  expenses  over  means  for  the  previous  year, 
of  nine  thousand  two  hundred  dollars,  and  in 
addition  to  available  funds  on  hand,  -        -        -  29,200  00 

Judiciary. 

For  salaries  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  the  eight  associate  judges,       -        -  41,0n0  no 

Forsalariesof  the  district  judges,         -        -        -63,700  00 

For  salaries  ol'the  Chief  Justice  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  the  associate  judges,  the  judges  of 
the  criminal  and  orphans'  court,      -        -        -  10,700  00 

For  salaries  of  the  Attorney  General  and  the  clerk 
and  messenger  in  his  office,      -        -        -        -     6,100  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the  At- 
torney General,         ------        500  00 

For  salary  of  the  Reporter  of  the  decisions  of  the 

Supreme  Court,        -        -        -        -        -        -     1,300  00 

For  conipensation  of  the  district  attorneys,  being 
two  hundred  dollars  each,  as  prescribed  by  law,     7,400  00 

For  conipensation  of  the  marshals,  as  prescribed 
by  law,      --------     6,600  00 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  supreme,  cir- 
cuit, and  districts  courts  of  the  United  States, 
including  the  District  of  Columbia;  also  for 
jurors  and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arising 
from  fines,  penalties,  and  forfeitures  incurred 
in  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  thirtieth  June,  eigh- 
teen^hunilred  and  forty-nine,  and  previous  years;  1 

and  likewise  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  suits 
in  which  the  United  States  are  concerned,  and 
of  prosecutions  for  offences  cnmmiltcri  against 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  apprehension  and 
safekeeping  of  prisoners,  -        -        -        -        -443,000  00 

For  repairs  of  the  United  States  court-house  at 
Detroit,  heretofore  made  by  William  R.  Noyes, 
under  the  direction  of  the  marshal. — [Indefi- 
nite.] 

Miscellaneous. 

For  payment  of  annuities  and  grants  by  special 
acts  of  Congress,       -        -        -        -        -        -    T  750  00 

For  the  purchase  of  one  or  both  of  the  bridges  over 
the  Eastern  Branch,  near  the  ciiy  of  Washing- 
ton, at  a  valuation  to  he  made  in  such  manner 
as  the  Secretary  of  iho  Treasury  may  direct,  -     30,000  00 

For  compensation  and  contingent  expenses  of  the 
auxiliary  "iiard,         ------     6,775  00 

For  annual  repairs  of  the  Capitol,  attendance  on 
furnaces  in  the  crypt,  attendance  on  water-clo- 
sets, cleaning  rotuiido ;  for  public  gardener  and 
laborers,  and  cartage  on  the  Capitol  grounds;  ^ 

tools,  wire,  twine,  leather,  nails,  chains  and 
posts,  boxes,  straw,  whitewashing,  manure,  and 
trees  for  grounds ;  attendance  at  the  western 
gate  of  the  Capitol;  repairs  of  public  stables; 

'  fl:iggin2,  enclosures,  &c. ;  keeping  in  order  the 
iron  pipes  that  convey  water  to  the  Capitol  and 
public  offices,  and  repairing  damage  by  fresh- 
ets;  brooms,  brushes,  wooden  spades,  and 
shovelling  snow;  erecting  a  suitable  building 
(or  the  keeper  of  the  weslern  gates,  repairing 
western  front  of  the  Capiiol,  repairing  abut- 
ments of  Tiber  creek  bridge,  and  building  pro- 
tecting walls;  painting  exterior  wood  work  of 
the  (Japitol  and  iron  fences  around  the  same; 
altering  and  enclosing  wooden  stairway  from 
the  roof  of  the  CJapitol  10  the  opeiiiii!;  in  the 
dome;  erecting  iron  fence  on  Pennsylvania 
avenue  enclosing  11  part  of  the  public  grounds 
al  the  Presiilciil's  House;  for  enclosing  public 
groiiiicis  at  ilic  iiorlh  and  soiilli  of  the  Capitol, 
at  the  wcslcrn  froiitof  the  Capitol,  and  the  pi-b- 
lie  grounds  nt  the  south  from  of  the  President's 
House,  with  wooden  fences;  grading  said 
eroiinds;  for  suitable  trees  for  planting  nur- 
iury, 17,497  .50 
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For  lighting  Peiinsylviinia  avenue  from  the  Capi- 
tol square  to  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
compensation  for  one  lamp-lighter  for  the  same, 
and  for  lighting  Capitol  and  Capitol  grounds, 
and  President's  House,      -----     6,00000 

For  annual  repairs  and  painting  of  President's 
House;  gardener  and  laborers,  manure,  leather, 
nails,  tOf)ls,  cartage,  &c.,  for  the  grounds  about 
the  same ;  repairs  of  the  fence  at  La  Fayette 
square,  Fountain  square,  President's  garden, 
and  repairs  of  gardener's  house,        -        _        -     8,368  25 
For  grading,  draining,    planting,    and  enclosing 
with  wooden  fence  the  grounds  south  of  the 
President's  House,  and  extending  to  tlie  canal,     6,000  00 
For  sprinkling  Pennsylvania  avenue  during  llie 

session  of  Congress,  _        -        _        -        -     1,000  00 

For  painting  the  Capitol,      -        -        .        -        -20,000  00 
For  compensation  to  James  Crutchett  for  extra 
work  done  hi  making  the  necessary  fixtures  for 
lighting  the  Capitol  with  gas,    -        -        -        -     2,877  18 

For  paying  for  removing  the  mast  and  lantern 

above  the  dome  of  the  Capitol,  .        -        _        323  00 

For  the  purchase  and  erection  of  lamps  and  lamp 
posts  of  iron,  and  for  the  laying  of  gas  pipes, 
and  for  other  necessary  fixtures  for  lighting  the 
Capitol  grounds  with  gas,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings,  -------  10,000  00 

For  laying  gas  pipes  from  the  main  gas  pipe  at  the 
Capitol  to  the  foot  of  Fifteenth  street,  on  both 
sides  of  Pennsylvania  avenue,  and  for  one  hun- 
dred lamp  posts  and  latnps  and  other  necessary 
fixtures,  and  for  work  and  materials  rendered 
and  supplied  in  establishing  the  same,   to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Buildings,        _        -        -        -  10,000  00 
For  laying  eight  hundred  feet  of  gas  pipe  from  the 
foot  of  Fifteenth  street  to  the  President's  House, 
and  sixteen  hundred  feetof  branch  pipe  through 
the  house,  thirty  single  burners,  pendents  and 
brackets  in  the  kitchen  and  passages  below, 
twenty  brackets  in  the  bedrooms,  fifty  double 
brackets  in   the  other   rooms,  five    four-light 
chandeliers,  four  six-light  do.,  six  eight-light 
do.,  two  twelve-light  do.,  altering  chandeliers 
in  the  East  room,  and  for  all  other  necessary  , 

fixtures  for  completing  the  same,  to  be  exp;'nd- 
ed  under  the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Buildings,  -------     5,000  00 

Porpayingthe  Washington  Gas  Company  for  light- 
ing the  Capitol  and  Capitol  grounds,  including 
fixtures  furnished,  to  the  thirty-first  of  August, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-eight,  to  be   paid 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  -------     2,030  00 

For  grading,  planting  with  trees,  and  enclosing 
with  a  substantial  wooden  fence  for  their  pro- 
tection, the  public  mall  from  seventh   street 
westward  to  the  Potomac  river,        -        -        -     3,628  00 
For  necessary  repairs  of  the  public  property  at  the 
lazaretto,  at  Philadelphia,         -        -        -        -        832  00 

For  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States,  in- 
cluding compensation  to  superintendent  and 
assistants,         -------  165,000  00 

For  the  furliier  prosecution  of  the  survey  of  the 

northern  and  northwestern  lakes,    -        -        -    25,000  00 
For  payment  to  clerks  of  the  district  courts  of 
the  United  States,  for  statements  of  the  pro- 
ceedings under  the  bankrupt  act,  made  in  pur- 
suance of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  twenty-fifth  March,  eighti'en 
hundred  and  forty-four,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen 
cents  for  each  application  for  relief  under  said 
act,    ---------     6,166  20 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims, 
not  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  be  admit- 
ted in  due  course  of  settlement  at  the  treasury,     5,000  00 
For  services  rendered  by  the  marshal  of  the  nortli- 
ern  district  of  Florida  in  removing  intruders 
from  the  mifitary  reservation,  and  from  within 
the  Indian  boundary  in  Florida,        -        -        -        304  05 
For  salaries  of  assistant  treasurers  of  the  United 
States  at  New  York,  Boston,  Charleston,  and 
St.  Louis,  --------   11,509  00 

For  additional  salaries  of  treasurers  of  the  mint  at 

Philadelphia  and  branch  mint  at  New  Orleans,     1,000  00 
For  salaries  of  ten  clerks,  authorized  by  the  act 
of  sixth  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
six,  including  an  increase  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars per  annum  to  the  salary  of  each  of  said 
clerks  from  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hun- 
ilred  and  forty-eight,         -----      9,000  00 

For  salary  of  chiefclerk  to  the  assistant  treasurer, 

New  York,        -------     1,500  00 

For  contingent  expenses  under  the  act  for  the 
safe-keeping,  collection,  transfer, and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue  of  sixth  August, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,  _  -  -  15,000  00 
For  compensation  to  special  agents  to  examine 
books,  accounts}  and  money  on  hand  in  the  sev- 
eral depositories,  under  the  act  of  sixth  August, 
eighteeti  hundred  and  forty-six,  -  -  -  5,000  00 
For  the  support,  clothing,  and  medical  treatment 

of  insane  paupers  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  -     5,700  00 
For  the  warden,  clerk,  physician,  chaplain,  three 
assistant  keepers,  five  guards,  messenger,  and 
three  inspectors  of  the  Penitentiary  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,       - 6,283  80 

For  the  support,  attention,  and  medical  treatment 
of  twelve  transient  pauper  medical  or  surgical 
patients  in  the  Washinston  Infirmary,  to  be  ex- 
pended under  the  supervision  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Public  Buildings,       -        -        -        -     2,000  00 
For  bringing  to  the  seat  of  government  the  votes 
for  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,       --..-.-.     9,000  00 
For  expenses  of  loans  and  treasury  notes.  -        -   15,000  00 
To  make  good  a  deficiency  in  the  fund  for  the  re- 
lief of  sick  seamen,  ------   12,00000 
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To  enable  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  flepresenta- 
tives  to  pay  for  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty  copies  of  the  Congressional  Globe  and 
Appendix  for  the  second  session  of  the  twenty- 
ninth  Congress,  delivered  to  the  members  of 
the  House  of  that  Congress,  under  the  resolu- 
tion of  first  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
seven,        --------     8,208  00 

To  enable  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  pay  for  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  sixty  copies  of  the  Congressional  Globe  and 
Appendix  of  the   present  session,  under  the 
resolution  of  first  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-seven,  when  they  shall  have  been  deliv- 
ered to  the  members  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives,        -------   16,560  00 

To  enable  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  pay 
James  A.  Houston  for  three  hundred  and  fifty 
bound  copies  of  the  proceedings  and  debates  of 
the  Senate,  for  thepresentsession,  as  published 
by  him,  and  for  an  analytical  index  to  the  same, 
to  be  furnished  to  the  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  Senate,         -        -        -     2,500  00 
To  provide  for  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation 
for  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Senate,  for 
the  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight,  ------   15,000  00 

For  payment  of  the  first  volume  of  the  fifth  series 
of  the  Documentary  History,  under  contract 
with  t!ie  Secretary  of  State,       -        -        -        -24,327  00 

To  pay  for  three  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  a 
compend  of  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United 
States,  compiled  by  Thomas  F.  Gordon,  at  the 
instance  and  for  the  use  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, --------     4,270  00 

For  furniture  and  fixtures  for  the  custom-house 
building,  including  the  post  office.  United  States 
court-room  and  offices,  at  Wilitiington,  North 
Carolina,   --------     2,250  00 

For  continuing  the  construction  of  the  custom- 
house in  the  city  of  Savannah,  -        -        -        -30,000  00 

For  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  a  custom-bouse  in 

Charleston,  South  Carolina,       -        -        .         100,000  00 
For  continuing  the  construction  of  the  custom- 
house in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,      -        -         130,758  00 
For  paying  the  outstanding  claims  on  account  of 
the  new  custom-house  at  Boston,  and  for  com- 
pleting the  work,       ------   12,50000 

For  repairing  the  custom-house  at  Wiscasset,  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  and  for  purchasing  the  land 
on  which  it  stands,   -----       ^  2,500 

For  repairing  and  painting  the  custom-house  at 

Portland,  in  the  Slate  of  Maine,       -        -        -        300  00 
For  refunding  certain  duties  paid  by  colleges, 
academies,  schools,  and  seminaries  of  learning 
in  the  United  States,  on  philosophical  appara- 
tus, instruments,  books,  maps,    and    charts, 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  passed 
July  thirtieth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-six,  entitled  "An  act  reducing  the  duty 
on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes,"       -        -     7,000  00 
For  grading  and  graveling  Four-and-a-half  street, 
from  Maryland  avenue  to  the  Arsenal  grounds, 
and  Hagging  the  west  side,        -        -        -        -     4,750  00 

For  grading  and  graveling  Indiana  avenue,  from 
Third  street  to  the  Capitol  Hill,  and  construct- 
ing culvert  under  the  same,     -        -        .        -    13,500  00 
For  paving  the  remainder  of  the  centre  space  of 

Pennsylvania  avenue  to  Fifteenth  street,         -     4,009  00 
For  paving  Fifteenth  street,  in  front  ofthe  Treas- 
ury DHpartment,  and  of  the  street  in  front  of 
the  President's  House  to  Seventeenth  street, 
■   to  be  executed  in  the  same   manner  as  was 
prescribed  for  the  paving  of  Pennsylvania  ave- 
nue, ---------  12,700  00 

To  reimburse    to  the   city  of  Washington    the 
amount  advanced  to  the  Comniissionerof  Pub- 
lic Buildings  to  finish  the  repair  ofthe  Poto- 
mac bridge,       -------     ],200  00 

For  expenses  of  the  survey  of  the  boundary  line 
between   the  United   States   and  the  British 
provinces,  -,-        -        -        -        -        -     4,813  75 

For  continuing  the  publication  of  the  workg  of 
the  Exploring  Expedition,  including  the  print- 
ing ofthe  charts,  the  pay  ofthe  scientific  corps, 
salary  of  the  horticulturist,  and  care  of  the 
collection,         -------  30,753  00 

For  the  purpose  of  restoring,  by  reconstruction 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  Stale, 
the  maps  showing  the  demarcation  of  bound- 
ary under  the  treaty  of  Washington,  of  August 
ninth,  eigliteen  hundred  and  forty-two,  which 
were  destroyed  by  fire,  at  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, on  the  night  of  April  seventeenth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-eight,  and  of  procuring  the 
authentication  thereof,     -----    10,000  00 

For  payment  to  Virginia  of  money  paid  by  that 
State,  under  judgments  of  her  courts  against 
her,  to  revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers,  and 
their  representatives,  for  half-pay  and  commu- 
tation of  half-pay,      ------   81,273  17 

For  the  payment  to  Richard  Fields  of  the  balance 
due  him  on  the  certificate  of  the  commission- 
ers of  Washington  city,  of  June  the  twenty- 
fifth,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-seven,  award- 
ed  and  decreed  to  him   under  the  sixteenth 
article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Cherokee  nation 
of  Indians  of  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five- 
'six,  ---------        600  00 

To  pay  Samuel  Walker  for  work  done  at  the  Nor- 
folk hospital,     -------  50  00 

Light-house  Establishment. 

For  supplying  the  light-houses  (containing  two 
thousand  nine  hnndrc^d  and  seventy-six  lamps) 
with  oil,  tube-gliisse*, wicks,  butfskins,  whiting, 
and  cotton  cloth,  transportation,  and  other  ex- 
penses, on  the  same,  and  for  repairing  the 
lighting  apparatus,    - 140,394  62 


For  ri^)airs  and  incidental  expenses,  refitting, 
and  iiiipriiveinpntsoflight-houses,and  buildings 
comiecteii  therewith,         -----  78,889  67 

For  sislnries  of  two  hundred  and  scvcnty-tliree 
ke.pers  and  fifteen  assistant  keepers  of  light- 
hou-^es,  (seventeen  of  them  charged  with  double 
and  three  with  triple  lights,)  including  twelve 
hundred  dollars  for  salary  of  an  inspector  of 
lights  on  the  lakes,   ------  114,948  33 

For  salaries  of  thirty-one  keepers  of  floating  lights,  16,650  00 

For  seanipn's  wages,  repairs,  and  supplies  of  thir- 
ty-one floatina  lights,         -----  79,265  02 

For  weighing,  mooring,  cleansing,  repairing,  and 
supplying  loss  of  beacons,  buoys,  chains,  and 
sinkers,     --------  33,466  28 

For  expenses  of  superintendents  in  visting  [visit- 
ing] the  liglit-houses  annually,  and  examining 
and  reporting  the  condition  of  each,-        -        -     2,000  00 

For  superintendents' commissions  on  four  hun- 
dred and  sixty-five  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  thirteen  dollars  and  ninety-two  cents,  at 
two-and-a-halfpercent.,  -        -        -        -        -11,640  35 

For  completing  the  light-house  on  Minot's  rock, 
Boston  harbor,  iVIassarhusetts,-        .        -        -   10,000  00 

For  completing  the  sen-wall  for  the  protection  of 
the  light-house  on  Fairweather  Island,  near 
Black  Rock,  Connecticut,         -        -        -        -     5,000  00 

For  i^onipleting  the  construction  of  a  light-house 
at  Monroe,  Michiran,        -----     3,52200 

For  completiu'-'  the  construction  of  a  light-house 
at  Wangoshance,  Michigan,     -        -        -        .  38,365  42 

For  completing  the  construction  of  a  light-house 
at  Carysfort  reef,  Florida,-        -        -        -        -29,970  74 

For  completing  the  construction  of  a  light-house 
on  Sand  Key,  Florida, 39,970  74 

For  a  light-hnat  to  be  stationed  on  Barllett's  reef, 
Long  I.sland  sound,  ------    12,000  00 

For  the  erection  of  a  beacon-light  on  the  south- 
west ledge  in  the  harbor  of  New  Haven,  Con- 
necticut, or  for  the  removal  of  said  ledge,  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  deem  best,       -     5,000  00 

For  the  construction  and  equipment  of  six  rev- 
enue cutters,     -------  90,C00  00 

Surveys  nf  Public  Lands. 
For  surveying,  in  addition  to  the  unexpended 
balance  nf  former  appropriations,  viz  : 

For  surveying  the  public  lands,  including  inci- 
dental expenses,  to  be  apportioned  to  the  sev- 
eral districts  .according  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
public  service — the  part  to  be  applied  to  the 
surveys  of  the  mineral  regions  of  Michigan, 

.  Wisconsin,  and  Iowa,  and  to  the  location  of 
private  clnims  in  Florida,  to  be  disbursed  at 
augmented  rates,       -----        -115,00000 

For  surveying  in  Florida,  under  the  act  of  June 
twenty-eighth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fortj^eigfit, 
directing  certain  surveys  in  the  State  of  Florida,    15,000  00 

For  carrying  into  eftVct  the  act  of  first  July,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty-eight,  for  the  relief  of 
the  bona  fide  settlers  under  the  acts  for  the 
armed  occupation  and  settlement  of  a  part  of 
the  Territory  of  Florida,  -        -        -        -        -     ],500  00 

For  clerks  in  the  ofiices  ofthe  surveyors  general, 
to  be  apportioned  to  them  according  to  the  exi- 
gencies ofthe  public  service,  and,  if^  necessary, 
to  be  employed  in  transcribing  field-notes  of 
surveys,  tiir  the  purpos*^  of  preserving  them  at 
the  seat  nf  government,  and  for  other  purposes,   22,950  CO 

For  detached  surveys  in  the  southern  part  of 
Missouri,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  five  dollars 
per  mile,  on  account  of  the  difficulties  in  sur- 
veying lakes  and  swamps,         -        -        -        .     4,000  00 

For  correction  of  erroneous  and  defective  surveys 
in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  at  a  rate  not  exceed- 
ing six  dollars  per  mile,    -----     1,20000 

For  letincing  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  to  sup- 
ply lo-t  field-notes,  and  for  the  location  of  pri- 
vate claims,       -------     2,400  00 

For  the  location  of  private  claims  and  correction 
of  i-urveys  in  Louisiana,  exclusive  of  the 
Greensburg  district,  ------    14,230  00 

For  retracing  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  to  supply 
field-notes  destroyed  by  fire,     -        -        -        .     6,050  00 

For  additional  compensation  to  certain  deputies, 
as  set  forth  in  the  re))ort  of  the  surveyor  gen- 
eral of  Florida,  -        ------     3,00000 

For  minecal  land  service,  to  carry  out  the  re- 
quirements of  the  acts  of  the  first  and  third 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-seven,  viz: 

For  conifiensation  of  geologistj?,  assistant  geolo- 
gists, laborers,  packmen,  and  incidental  expen- 
ses attending  the  geological  examination  and 
survey  of  the  iriineral  lands  in  Michigan,  Wis- 
consin, and  Iowa,  including  the  amount  re- 
quired for  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  of  the 
year  ending  the  thirtieth  of  June,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty  eight,  -----  40.00003 

For  compensatiiui  of  agent,  assistant  agent,  and 
incidental  expenses  in  collectinc  the  rents  re- 
quired  by   the   leases   ami   permits  issued   to 
iiiiners  and  others  in  Michigan  and  Wisconsin,     3,400  00 
Lilercourse  with  Foreign  JViitions. 

For  salaries  of  the  ministers  ofthe  United  States 
to  Great  Britain,  France,  Russia,  Prussia,Spain, 
and  IJrazil.         -------   54,000  00 

For  outfit  of  mini-ter  to  Russia,  -        -        -        -     9,000  00 

For  salaries  of  secretaries  of  legation  to  the  same 

places,        --------    12,000  00 

For  salary  of  minister  resident  to  Turkey,  -        -     6,0U0  00 

For  the  salary  of  the  dragcunan  to  the  legation  to 
Turkey,     --------     2,.500  00 

For  salaries  nf  the  charsr^s  des  affaires  to  Portugal, 
Austria,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Holland,  Belgium, 
Naples,  Sardinia,  the  Papal  Slates,  Cliili,  Peru, 
Ni'w  GraniiHa,  Venezuela,  Unenos  Ayres,  Bo- 
livia, Gualamala,  anil  Ecuador,         -         -        -   76,500  00 

Forcontinueritexpcnsesolall  the  inissionsahroad,   30,000  00 

For  contingent  expenses  of  foreiijn  intercourse,  -   30,000  00 
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For  intercourse  with  tlie  Bnrbary  Powers,  -        -     9,000  00 
For  the  salarv  of  a  consul  general  at  Alexandria,      3,000  00 
For  pavins  J<)liii  Hosan  torscrvioes  and  expendi- 
tures'as  political  agent  in  St.  Domingo,  and  m 
full  satisfaction  of  all  his  claims  for  extra  ex- 
penses and  services  in  the  years  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  and  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-three,        _------ 

For  salary  of  consul  at  London,  -        -        -        - 

For  salary  of  the  commissioner  to  the  Sandwich 
Islands,     -------- 

For  paying  Joshua  Dodge,  late,  special  tobacco 
agent  of  the  Untied  States  to  the  various  gov- 
ernments of  Eunjpe,  in  full  compensation  for 
his  services,  and  for  contingent  and  other  ex- 
penses incurred  by  him  during  the  period  of  his 
three  missions  as  said  special  tobacco  agent, 
and  for  services  rendered  to  the  tobacco  inter- 
est of  the  United  Stales,   -        -        -        -        - 

For  paying  John  Randolph  Clay,  late  secretary  of 
legation  at  St.  Petersburg,  on  account  of  his  ser- 
vices as  charge  d'atiaires  at  said  court,  from  the 
twenty-seventh  day  of  January,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  forty-six,  to  the  eighteenth  day  of  Au- 
gust, eighteen  hundred  and  forty-seven,  after 
the  rate  of  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars 
per  annum,  (deducting  his  pay  as  secretary 
of  legation  at  two  thousand  dollars  per  aji- 
nuni,)         -------- 

For  paying  Elien  Ritchie  Dorr  for  diplomatic  ser- 
vices at  the  Kepublic  of  Chili,  from  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  June,  eighreeu  hundred  and  forty- 
four,  until  (he  nineteenth  day  of  August,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty-tive,     -        -        -        - 

For  paying  Jacob  h.  Martin,  late  secretary  of  le- 
gation of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  for  his  ser- 
vices as  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
near  the  French  Government,  from  fifteenth 
day  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
six,  to  the  tirst  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-seven,  being  tiie  time  intervening 
between  the  recall  of  our  late  miiiister,  (Mr. 
King,)  and  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Rush,  after  the 
rate  of  four  tliousand  five  hundred  dollars  per 
annum,  (deducting  his  pay  as  secretary  of  lega- 
tion,)-        -------- 

For  compensation  to  William  M.  Blackford,  as 
charge  d'afl'aires  to  the  Rcpulilic  of  New  Grana- 
da, being  the  Usual  return  allowance  to  charge 
d'affaires  to  foreign  courts,       .        -        -        - 

For  compensation  to  Stanhope  Prevost,  consul  of 
the  United  States  at  Lima,  for  diplomatic  ser- 
vices rendered  in  the  absence  of  the  cliarg6 
d'art'aires  from  that  country,'    -        -        -        - 

For  payirig  Peter  Parker,  secretary  of  legation  and 
Chinese  interpreter  at  Canton,  for  his  services 
as  eliarg6  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  at  said 
place,  from  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  June,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  forty-seven,  to  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
eight,  being  the  interval  between  the  death  of 
Alexandtfr  H.Everett,  late  commissioner  at  Can- 
ton, and  the  probable  arrival  of  the  present  com- 
missioner, John  W.  Davis,  Esq.,  after  the  rate 
of  four  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  per 
annum,  (deducting  his  salary  as  such  secre- 
tary,) -------- 

For  paying  A.  T.  Donnett,  for  services  as  acting 
cliar:^^  d'aliaires  to  Portugal,  from  nineteenth 
April  to  twciity-fourth  Decembi^r,  eighteeji 
hundred  and  foity-one,      -        -        -        -        - 

For  paying  to  Joseph  Graham  and  to  George  Lee 
Brent,  in  full  compensation  for  their  services 
and  expenses  as  special  agents  and  bearers  of 
despalches  from  Buenos  Ayres  to  Paraguay,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-.^ix,  on  a 
mission  instituted  by  the  charg6  d'afl'aires  of 
the  United  States  at  Buenos  Ayres,  to  ofler  the 
meiliation  of  the  United  States  to  adjust  and 
settle  hostilities  then  pending  between  the  Ar- 
gentine Confederation  and  the  State  or  Province 
of  Paraguay,      -------     3,575  00 

For  interpreters,  guards,  and  other  expenses  of 
the  con.«ulatC3  at  Constantinople,  Smyrna,  and 
Alexandria,       -------     ],500  00 

Forsalary  of  a  commissioner  to  reside  in  China,  -     5,000  00 

For  salary  of  the  inter))reter  and  secretary  to  tlie 
said  mission,     -------     2,500  00 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  seamen 

in  foriMgn  countries,  -        -----  75,00000 

For  clerk  hire,  office  rent,  and  other  expenses  of 
the  oftiee  of  the  consul  of  the  United  Stales  at 
London, -        -     2,800  00 

For  llie  expenses  of  running  and  marking  the 
boundary  line  between  tin;  United  States  and 
Mexico,  and  paying  the  salaries  of  the  officers 
of  the  commission,    ------  50,00000 

For  salary  of  the  consul  at  Beyrool,     -        -        -        500  00 

For  the  balance  of  the  amount  agreed  to  be  paid 
in  lii|uiilati(m  of  the  claims  of  tin'  citizens  of 
Georuia,  to  be  ascertained  and  allow(Ml  by  the 
arbitrament  and  awaril  of  the  I'resident  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  fourth  article  of  the 
treaty  with  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians,  of  the 
nightli  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  Iwoii- 
ty-one,       -------        -141,05591 

To  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians,  or  to  the  order  of 
the  delegation  of  Indi.ins  aforesaid,  in  satisfac- 
tion of  the  claims  of  thirteen  hundred  "Creek 
Indian  •niigrnnls,"  friends  and  followers  of 
fJenera!  Mcintosh,  who  were  emigrated  lo  the 
West  in  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  by 
Colonel  Ctowell,  under  the  conduct  and  con- 
trol of  Luther  Blake,  a.s  provided  in  the  ninth 
article  (,r  the  Irealy  of  twenty-fourth  January, 
eighteen  bundled  and  twenty-six,     -        -        -43..*333  aij 

4.y.")(;,42u  lyj 


2,000  00 


3,069  86 


Jin  act  mtiking  apjn-opriations  for  the  support  of  the 
army  for  thejjear  ending  the  thirtieth  of  June,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine. 
For  the  pay  of  the  army,      -        -        -        -     $1,634,383  00 

For  commutalion  of  officers' subsistence,    -        -555,3.')1  00 
For  coiimiutation  of  foiage  for  ofiicers'  horses,    -  104,25a  00 
For  payment  in  lieu  of  clothing  lor  officers'  ser- 
vants,       --.--..-  36,170  00 
For  expenses  of  recruiting,  -----  40,550  00 

For  three  months'  extra  pay  to  non-commissioned 
officers,  iiiusieians,  and  privates,  on  reenlist- 
ment,        --------   ia,500  00 

For  three  months'  extra  pay  to  the  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates, 
engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  in  the  war  witli  Mexico,  under  the  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  'An 
act  supplemental  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  pro- 
viding for  the  prosecution  of  the  existing  war 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of 
Mexico,  and  for  other  purposes,'  "  approved 
July  nineteenth,  eighteen  liundred  and  forty- 
eight,         -------       3,000,000  00 

For  the  regular  supplies  of  the  quartermaster's 
department,  consisting  of  fuel,  forage  in  kind 
for  the  authorized  number  of  ofiicers'  horses, 
and  for  the  horses,  mules,  and  oxen  of  the  quar- 
termaster's department  at  the  several  military 
posts  and  stations,  and  with  the  armies  in  the 
field,  and  for  the  horses  of  the  first  and  second 
regiments  of  dragoons,  the  eight  companies  of 
light  artillery,  and  the  regiment  of  mounted 
riflemen;  of  straw  for  soldiers'  bedding,  and  of 
stationery,  including  company  and  other  blank 
books  for  the  army,  certificates  for  discharged 
soldiers,  blank  forms  for  the  pay  and  quarter- 
master's department,  and  for  the  printing  of 
division  and  department  orders  and  army  reg- 
ulations,   -------        -600,000  00 

For  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  quartermas- 
ter's department,  consisting  of  postage  on  let- 
ters ami  packets  received  and  sent  by  officers 
on  public  service  ;  expenses  of  courts-martial 
and  couits  of  inquiry,  including  the  additional 
compimsation  to  judge-advocates,   recorders, 
members,  and  witnesses,  while  on  that  service, 
under  the  act  of  March  sixteenth,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  two ;  extra  pay  to  soldiers  employed 
in   the  erection  of  barracks,  quarters,  store- 
houses, awl  hospitals,  the  construction  of  roads, 
and  other  constant  labor,  under  the  direction 
of  the  quartermaster's  depaitment,  for  periods 
of  not  less  than  ten  days,  under  the  act  of  sec- 
ond March,  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen; 
expenses  of  expresses  to  and  from  the  frontier 
posts  and  armies  in  the  field,  of  escorts  to  ])ay- 
masters,  other  disbursing  officers,  and  trains, 
where  military  escorts  cannot  be  furnished ; 
expense  of  tlie  interment  of  non-commissioned 
officers  and  soldiers ;  hire  of   laborers ;  com- 
pensation of  clerks  to  the  officers  of  ihe  quar- 
termaster's    department ;      compensation     to 
wagon   and  fbragemasters,  authorized  by  the 
act  of  the  fifth  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirly-eight ;  for  the  apprehension  of  deserters, 
and  the  expenses  incident  to  their  pur?uit;  the 
various  expenditures  necessary  to  keep  the 
first  and  second   regiments  of  dragoons,   the 
eight  companies  of  light  artillery,  and  the  regi- 
ment o(  mounted  riflemen  complete,  including 
the  purchase  of  traveling  forges,  blacksmilli's 
and  shoeing  tools,  horse  and  mule  shoes,  iron, 
hire    of   veterinary    surgeons,   medicines   for 
horses  and  mules,  -        -  -        -        -        -350,000  00 

For  the  purchase  of  horses  required  for  the  first 
and  second  regiment  of  dragoons,  the  eight 
companies  of  light  artillery,  and  the  regiment 
of  mounted  riflemen,         -        -        .        -        -100,000  00 
For  constructing,  repairing,  and  enlarging  bar- 
racks, quarters,  storehouses,  hospitals,  stables, 
wharves,  and  ways,  at  the  several   p»>sts  and 
army  depOts  ;  for  temporary  cantonments,  gun 
houses  for  the  protection  of  cannon,  including 
the  necessary  tools  and  materials  for  the  objects 
enumerated,  and  for  the  authorized  furniture 
for  barrack  rooms  of  non-commi.ssioned  olhcers 
and  soldiers;  rent  of  quarters  (or  oHicers,  bar- 
racks, and  hospitals  for  troops,  where  there  are 
no  pnlihc  buildings  lor  their  ai'ojjiiiiodanon,  for 
store  hoises  [housis]  lor  tlu!  ^,1|■('U(M■pillg  of  mil- 
itary sKjres,  and  of  grounds  for  summer  canton- 
ments,       -------        -300,000  00 

For  mileage,  or  the  allowance  'made  to  officers 
for  the  transponatiiMi  of  themselves  and  bag- 
gage, when  traveling  on  duty  without  troops,  -   75,003  00 
For  transportation  of  the  army,  including  the  bag- 
giige  of  the  troops,  when  moving  either  by  land 
or  water;  ot'clothing,  camp,  and  gairismi  equi- 
p.ige,  and  horse  ei|Uipments,  from  the  dep6t  at 
Philadelphia  to  Ww.  several  posts  and  army  de- 
p6t8 ;  of  subsistence  from  the  places  of  pur- 
chase, and  from  the  places  of  delivery,  under 
contract,  to  such  places  as  Ihe  circumstances 
of  the  service  may  require  it  to  be  scut;  of 
ordnance,  ordnance  stores,  and    small    arms 
for  the   foundries  and  armories  lo  the  arse- 
nals,  fortifications,  frontier   posts,  and   army 
deiiOls,        -------        I, .500,000  00 

For  sniisistence  in  kind,  in  addition  to  one  hun- 
dred and  ciiility-six  Ihousand  seven  hundred  and 
fourteen  dollais  and  forty-four  cents  in  the  treas- 
ury,   -        - 1,127,428  56 

For  medical  and  liospilal  departments,  -  -119,000(0 
ForeoiilingeiKiesofihe  army,  -  -  -  -20,000  00 
For  armament  of  forlilicatioiia  -  -  -  -100,0i,0  00 
For  purchase  of  ordnance,  ordnance  stores,  and 

supplies, 150,000  00 

For  current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  service,    -  100,000  00 


For  the  manufacture  of  arms  at  the  national  ar- 

.     morics,      -        - -  360,000  OO 

For  repairs,  improvements,  and  new  machinery 
at  Harper's  Ferry  armory,         -        -        -        -   53,091  00 

For  repairs,  iin[)rovements,  and  new  machinery 
at  Springfield  armory,        -----   81,00000 

For  arsenals,         -------  130,338  00 

For  purchase  of  land  at  Springfield,  Massachu- 
setts, adjacent  to  the  new  arsenal  and  public 
buildings,  --------   ]0,000  00 

For  purchase  of  land  at  Springfield,  Massachu- 
setts, to  be  flowed  by  raising  dam  at  upper 
water  shop,        -------     5,000  OO 

For  expenses  of  repairing  drawings  of  a  uniform 
system  of  artillery,    ------     3,000  00 

For  the  two  contemplated  military  stations  on  the 

line  of  eommuuiration  with  Oregon,        -        -   30,000  00 
For  arrearages  of  the  military  and  geographical 

surveys  west  of  the  Mississippi,        -        -        -'20,000  00 
For  arrearages  on  account  of  the  appiopriations 
heretofore   made  for  works  of  fortification  at 
Mobile  point,    -------  59  92 

At  the  Rigolets,  Louisiana,  -----        852  OO 

At  Fort  Lafayette,  New  Yoik,     -        -        -        -        723  46 

To  pay  to  Captain  John  Caldwell  the  amount  ex- 
pended by  iiim  in  llie  purchase  of  blankets  and 
clothing  for  the  second  regiment  of  Ohio  volun- 
teers, while  acting  as  assistant  quartermaster 
for  that  regiment,  in  Mexico,    -        -        -        -        701  34 

f  10,612,410  28 

Jin  act  making  appropriations  for  light-houses,  light- 
boats,  buoijs,  i^c,  and  providing  for  the  erection  and 
establishment  of  the  same. 

In  Maine. 
Fo£,a  fog-bell  at  the  light-house  on  Pond  Island, 

at  the  mouth  of  the  Kennebec  river,         -        -     $750  01 
For  buoys  and  beacons  in  Casco  bay,  -        -        -     1,OOU  OO 

In  Massachusetts. 

For  a  light-house  at  the  mouth  of  Parmet  river,  in 
Truro,  Cape  Cod,      ------     3,500  00 

For  a  light-house  and  keeper's  house  at  Sankaty 
head,  Nantucket,       ------  12,000  00 

For  a  small  harbor  light  at  Hyannis,    -        -        -     2,000  Oi) 

For  a  beacon  light  on  Palmer's  Island,  New  Bed- 
ford, ---------     3,500  00 

For  a  light-house  on  Wing's  Neck,  Buzzard's  bay,     3,500  OO 

For  a  spar  buoy  at  the  month  of  Little  Woods 
Hole  harbor;  one  on  the  westerly  part  of  Mut- 
ton shoal ;  one  on  the  southwest  point,  and  one 
on  the  northwest  point  of  Hawe's  shoal ;  one  on 
the  easterly  point  of  Tom's  shoal,  in  Mnskeket 
channel ;  and  three   at  the  mouth  of  Parmet 
river,  Truro,      -------        500  00 

In  Rhode  Island. 

For  a  dolphin  on  Long  Bed,  in  Providence  river, 
in  lieu  of  the  buoy  now  placed  there,        -        -        120  00 

For  a  spar  buoy  at  each  of  the  following  places,  to 
wit:  off  Plumb  beach  point;  on  Manna  rock; 
on  Flat  rock;  and  on  Bill  Dyer's  rock,  near 
Wickford,  -------        200  00 

For  two  buoys  and  a  spindle  at  the  mouth  of 
Pawcatuck  river,      ------        200  00 

In  Connecticut. 
For  a  light-boat  lo  be  placed  on  Eel  Grass  shoal, 
in  Fisher's  Island  sound,  -----     5,000  00 

In  J\''eio  York. 

For  three  lamps  on  the  Hudson  river;  one  at  the 
extreme  part  of  West  Point ;  one  at  the  bend  of 
the  river,  about  two  miles  north  of  Catskill 
landing,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river;  and  one 
as  Pryme's  Hook,  two  miles  north  of  Ihe  city  of 
Hudson,     --------        150  00 

For  three  spar  buoys  at  the  mouth  of  Port  Jeffer- 
son harbor.  Long  Island,  -----        180  00 

For  eight  spar  buoys  to  guide  vessels  into  Niagara 
river  from  Lake  Erie,  and  into  Black  Rock 
harbor,       --------        400  00 

For  a  lifht-house  upon  the  North  Brother,  near 
Hurl  Gate,  East  river,  if  a  title  to  the  site  can 
be  obtained  upon  satisfactory  terms,  -        -        -   10,000  00 

In  Pennsylvania. 
For  a  light-house  on  the  stone  pier  in  tlie  river 
Delaware,  near  Fort  Mifflin,     -        -        -        -     5,000  00 

In  Maryland. 

For  a  light-house  on  Blackstone's  Island,  Poto- 
mac river,  -        -------     3,500  00 

For  a  spar  buoy  in  Potomac  river,  above  Rnzier's 
Bluff,  on  the  Maryland  side,  between  Alexan- 
dria and  Fort.  Washington,        -        -        -        -  50  00 

For  five  spar  buoys  to  be  placed  on  the  Great  shoal 
in  Wicomico  river,    ------        250  00 

In  Virginia. 

For  two  ligIit-liou.ses  on  Sand  Shoal  Islan(^  to  be 
jdnced  so  as  to  guide  yessels  in  Ihe  best  and 
safest  manner  into  Sand  Shoal  inlet,  or  to  be 
placed  so  as  to  guide  vessels  into  Mafchapungo 

inlet,-        -        - -        -   lU,f>00  00 

7)1  .North  Carolina. 

For  a  beacon  light  on  the  upper  jcttee,  Cape  Fear 
river  --------     3,500  00 

For  a  beacon  light  on  Campbell's  Island,  ."iamc 
river,  -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -     ^/'OO  "O 

For  a  beacon  light  at  Orion's  Point,  same  river,  -     3,500  00 

For  a  light  boat  at  the  Horse  Shoe,  same  river, 
between  the  New  inlet  and  Prince's  creek,        -  10,(00  00 

For  two  beacon  lights  placed  in  the  best  manner 

at  Price's  creek,  same  river,     -         -        -        -     0,000  00 

For  two  light-houses  placed  in  the  best  manner 
upon  the  westchannel  of  the  same  river,  and  a 
keeper's  house  on  Oak  Island,  -        -        -        -     9,000  00 

For  a  buoy  on  the  Western  bar,  and  another  nt 
Uie  Rip  ofi  the  point  of  Oak  Island,  same  river,       500  00 
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In  Georgia. 
For  a  light-boat  to  he  placed  off  the  knoll  north 
of  Tybee  Island,  Savannah  river,     -        -        -  10,000  00 

In  Florida. 
For  the  removal  of  the  light-house  on  Amelia 
Island  to  snch  other  site  thereon  as  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  shall  deem  best  suited  to  the 
exigencies  of  commerce,  -----     6,000  00 

In  Mississippi. 
For  a  light-house  on  the  west  end  of  Ship  Island,  12,000  00 

In  Louisiana. 
For  a  bug-light  at  Proctorsville,  on  Lake  Borgne,        500  00 
For  a  light-boat  on  Ship  Shoal,  near  Dernier,  or 
Last  Island,       -------   15,000  00 

For  a  light-boat  in  Atchafalaya  bay,  as  designated 
on  the  chart  drawn  by  Captain  Foster,  provided 
the  Fifth  Auditor  shall  deem  the  same  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  commerce,  after  caus- 
ing a  full  examination  to  be  made,   -        -        -   12,000  00 

In  Wisconsin. 
For  a  light-house  to  guide  vessels  through  the 
passage  from  Lake  Michigan  to    Green   Bav, 
called  Port  du  Mort,-         -----     3,50000 

For  alight-house  at  Port  Washington,        -        -     3.500  00 
For  a  bug-light  on  the  Government  pier  at  Mil- 
waukee,   -        -        -        -        -        -        -        -     -  500  00 

In  Michigan. 

For  twelve  buoys  to  be  placed  on  the  St.  Ulair 
flats,  in  St.  Clair  river,      -----        800  00 

For  two  beacon  light-houses  on  Detroit  river,  one 
near  Mamajuda,  and  the  other  on  or  near  Grass 
Island,  or  at  such  places  as  may  be  decided  upon 
by  the  Fifth  Auditor,  after  a  survey,        -        -     7,000  00 

In  J^exo  Jersey. 

For  providing  surf-boat,  rockets,  c.irronades,  and 
other  necessary  apparatus  for  the  better  preser- 
vation of  life  and  property  from  shipwreck  on 
the  coast  of  New  Jersey,  between  Sandy  Hook 
and  Little  Egg  Harbor,      -----   10,00000 

To  purchase  lense?,  and  to  fit  up,  nnder  the  di- 
rection of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  light- 
house, to  make  trial  of  Mr.  Isherwood's  plan 
of  discriminating  one  light  from  anolher,  and 
of  determining  the  distance  of  a  vessel  from  a 
light,-       -------- 


000  00 
,600  00 


Jlct  to  establish  the  Territorial  Government  of  Oregon. 

For  the  services  and  expenses  of  such  persons 
as  have  been  engaged  by  the  provisional  gov- 
ernment of  Oregon  in  conveying  communica- 
tions to  and  from  the  United  States,  and  the 
purchase  of  presents  for  such  of  the  Indian 
tribes  as  the  peace  and  quietude  of  the  country 
requires,    -------  $10,000  00 

For  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings  at  the  seat 
of  government,  ------     5,000  00 

For  the  purchase  of  a  library,  to  be  kept  at  the 
seat  of  government,  for  the  use  of  the  governor, 
legislative  assembly,  judges  of  the  supreme 
court,  secretary,  marshal,  and  attorney  of  said 
Territory,  and  such  other  persons,  and  under 
such  regulations,  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law,     5,000  00 

For  the  construction  of  light-houses  at  Cape  Dis- 
appointment and  New  Dunginess;  and  for  the 
construction  and  anchoring  of  the  requisite 
number  of  buoys,  to  indicate  the  channels  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,  and  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  harbor  of  Astoria,    -        -        -  15,000  00 

)|35,000  00 

»^n  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Paul  Jones. 

To  settle  the  accounts  of  the  late  Commodore  John  Paul 
Jones  with  the  United  Slates,  upon  the  principles  of 
justice  and  equity — [Indefinite.] 

To  pay  to  the  legal  representatives  of  the  said  John  Paul 
Jones,  and  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marinesof  the  squad- 
ron under  his  command,  being  citizens  of  (he  United  States, 
or  their  representatives,  their  respective  proportions  of  the 
value,  as  estimated  by  Benjamin  Franklin,of  three  prizes 
captured  by  the  squadron  under  the  command  of  the  said 
Jones,  and  delivered  up  to  Great  Britain  by  Denmark,  in 
seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-nine. — [Indenite.]       V 

wJn  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  and  Lindley  Ward. 
To  adjust  and  settle  the  claim  of  Lindley  and  Joseph  Ward, 
arising  upon  their  contract  with  the  United  States  to  fur- 
nish rations  for  the  emigrating  Indians  of  the  Pottawatomie 
tribe,  in  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight. — [Indefinite.] 

Jin  act  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  claim  of 
Waller  R.  Johnson  against  the  United  States. 

For  his  services,  and  payments  marie  by  him,  in 
researches  and  experiments  on  American  coal, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,         --------     (jffiii  31 


Jin  act  for  the  relief  of  the  administratrix  of  Elisha 
L.  Keen,  deceased. 

For  advances  to  the  United  States  in  the  years 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen  and  eighteen 
hundred  and  Iburteen,      -----      $594  OO 


.Sn  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Walter 
Loomis  and  Mel  Gay,  approved  July  second,  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-six. 

For  making  the  Cumberland  road,  and  so  far  as  they  contract- 
ed to  make  the  said  road,  or  any  |)art  thereof,  different 
from  the  original  contract,  and  lor  keeping  the  same  in 
repair. — [Indefinite.] 


^n  act  to  provide  for  the  compensation  of  Samuel 
Leech,  for  services  in  the  investigation  of  suspended 
sales  in  the  Mineral  Point  district,  Wisconsin. 

For  services  performed  by  him  pursuant  to  in- 
structions from  the  General  Land  Office,  in 
taking  testimony  at  Mineral  Point,  Wisconsin, 
during  the  past  year;  and  for  rnnking  a  report 
in  the  cases  of  entry  in  that  land  district,  in 
which  patents  have  been  withheld,  on  account 
of  alleged  frauds  in  making  said  entries,  -       -     $550  00 


^n  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
George  Fisher,  deceased. 

For  the  value  of  property  taken  or  destroyed  by  the  troops  of 
the  United  States  engaged  in  suppressing  Indian  hostilities 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen. — [Indefinite.] 

^n  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Black,  late  consul  of 
the  United  States  at  the  city  of  Mexico. 

For  his  diplomatic  services  to  the  United  States  in  Mexico 
during  the  suspension  of  diplomatic  intercourse  between 
Mexico  and  tlie  United  Stales,  from  the  tenth  of  May, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty  five,  to  the  third  day  of  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-seven,  inclusive.— [Indefinite.] 

To  cover  his  extraordinary  expenditures  incurred  by  him, 
the  said  Black,  in  consequence  of  his  forcible  expulsion 
from  Mexico,  and  in  bringing  with  hinr  to  the  United  States 
the  archives  of  legation  of  the  United  States,  -  $1,124  00 


Jin  act  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of  the  manuscript 
papers  of  the  late  .lames  Madison,  former  President 
of  the  United  States. 

To  purchase  of  Mrs.  D.  P.  Madison,  widow  of 
the  late  James  Madison,  formerly  President  of 
the  United  States,  all  the  unpublished  manu- 
script papers  of  the  said  James  Madison  now 
belonging  to  and  in  her  possession,  -        -         $25,000  00 


.Mn  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Bolon. 
For  services  in  keeping  two  prisoners  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  named  Passmore,  in  the  jail  of  Cal- 
houn county,  Florida,       .        -        -        -        -$1,174  00 


Jin  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Brownell. 
For  medical  services  rendered  to  the  officers  and 
seamen  attached  to  the  naval  station  at  Sackett's 
Harbor,      --------        $50  63 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  W.  Bell,  a  native  of 
the  Cherokee  nation. 

His  expenses  incurred  in  going  toand  returningfrom  Florida, 
in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and  such 
daily  pay  for  the  time  he  was  engaged  on  such  mission,  up 
to  the  time  of  his  return  to  the  Cherokee  nation,  as  was 
paid  to  Richard  Fields  for  similar  services. — [Indefinite.] 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jones  and  Boker. 
For  eight  treasury  notes,  of  which  they  were  the 
lawful  owners,  and  which  were  abstracted  and 
stolen  from  the  mail  at  the  post  office  at  Fay- 
etteville,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  -        -        -  $1,100  00 


Jin  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Bloss  and  others. 
For  the  amount  paid  by  them  on  the  forfeited  recognizance 

and  bond  for  the  appearance  of  Thaddeus  P.  Haskell 

[Indefinite.] 

Jin  act  for  the  relief  Joseph  Wilson. 
For  such  deficiency  as  he  shall  show  to  exist  byreason  of  his 
making  his  deposits  of  the  public  money  in  the  Phcenix 
bank,  at  Charkstown,  Massachusetts,  subsequent  to  the 
twenty-fifth  of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-two, 
after  a  final  liquidation  and  distribution  of  the  eft'ects  of 
said  bank  shall  have  been  made  ;  and  shall  also  allow  to 
said  Wilson  such  reasonable  and  proper  expenses  as  he  has 
actually  incurred  and  paid,  or  may  incur  and  pay,  in  a 
suit  now  pending  in  the  supreme  judicial  court  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  prosecuting  the  sanre  to  final  judgment, 
brought  to  enforce  the  supposed  priority  of  the  claims  of 
the  United  States  over  other  creditors  upon-the  assets  of 
said  bank  in  the  hands  of  trustees.— [Indefinite.] 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  L.  Dell, 
For  military  services  performed  during  the  Senrinole  war, 
between  the  twenty-third  of  May  and  the  twenty-ninth  of 
November,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty [Indefinite.] 

Jlnact  for  the  relief  of  W.  B.  Slaughter,  late  Secre- 
tary of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin. 

To  settle  the  accounts  of  W.  I!.  Slaughter,  late 
secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  upon 
the  principles  of  equity  and  justice,  -        -        -$1,73151 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
James  Broxon,  deceased. 

For  such  portion  of  the  amount  appropriated  by  ♦ 

an  act  of  Congress,  approved  June  lliirlieth, 
eighteen  hundred  and  Ihirty-four,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  James.Brown,"  as  renrains  due  and  unpaid,  $4,149  fO 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Phineas  Capen,  administrator 
of  John  Cox,  deceased,  of  Boston. 

For  his  services  on  board  of  one  of  its  ships,  and 
which  said  sum  was  fraudulently  obtained  frojn 
the  treasmy  orticers  by  a  person  unknown  to, 
and  unauthorized  by,  the  heirs  and  the  legal 
adminislracorof  said  Julin  Cox,  deceased,       -     $436  28 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Ralston. 
For  his  services  as  chaplain  to  the  regiment  of 
Tennessee   cavalry,  IVom   the  sixth  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,  to  April  twenty- 
one,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-seven,   -        -     $681  81 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Barclay  and  Livingston,  and 
Smith,  Thurgar,  and  Company. 

For  excess  of  duty  paid  by  them  to  the  collector 
of  the  portof  New  York,  upon  the  importations 
of  jute  grass,  under  the  name  of  India  matting, 
Iirdia  weed,  hemp  carpeting,  or  jute  carpeting, 
under  the  tariff  law  of  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-two,  and  imported  in  the  years  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-two,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-three,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-four, 
and  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-five,  beyond 
what  the  same  were  legally  chargeable  with,  -  $1,200  00 


An  act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  account  of 
Joseph  J^ourse,  deceased. 

To  settle  the  account  of  Joseph  Nourse,  in  conformity  with 
the  award  and  decree  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  as  affirmed  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  ofthe  United  States. — [Indefinite.] 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Stalker  and  Hill. 
For  a  steamboat  called  the  "  James  Boatwright,"  which  was 
sunk  in  Indian  river,  in  Florida,  in  the  month  of  April, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  while  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States [Indefinite.] 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  T.  Holland. 
For  the  mileage  allowed  by  law  to  witnesses  attending  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  from  the  city  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
in  the  empire  of  Brazil,  to  the  city  of  Richmond,  in  the 
Stale  of  Virginia. — [Indefinite.] 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alfred  White. 
In  satisfaction  of  a  judgment  recovered  against 
him  by  the  United  States,  in  the  district  court 
for  the  souihern  district  of  Mississippi,    -        -        $54  45 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Scott,  register  of  the 
land  office  at  Chilicothe,  Ohio,  for  services  con- 
nected with  the  duties  of  his  office. 

For  extra  labor  performed  by  persons  employed  " 

by  Thomas  Scott,  late  register  of  the  land  office 
at  Chilicothe,  Ohio,  in  consequence  of  the 
transfer  to  said  office  of  the  business  of  certain 
other  land  offices,  under  the  act  approved  June 
twelfth,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty,         -        -      $.500  00 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bent,  St.  Vrain,  and  Company. 

For  provisions  collected  for  the  use  of  a  detachment  of  Uni- 
ted States  troops  on  the  waters  of  the  upper  Arkansas,  in 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-three,  nnder  a  con- 
tract made  with  Major  Lee,  commissary  of  subsistence  at 
St.  Louis,  and  recommended  to  be  allowed  by  General 
Gibson,  commissary  general  of  subsistence,  by  letter  to  the 
Second  Comptroller,  dated  May  twenty-eighth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-four. — [Indefinite.] 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Anderson. 
For  forty-eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-four pounds  of  lead,  received  by  the  agent  of 
the  United  States  as  rent  for  the  use  of  a  lead 
mine  which  belonged  to  said  Anderson  at  the 
time  the  rent  was  paid,    -        -        -       -         $2,333  82| 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bennet  M.  Dell. 
For  the  value  of  a  certain  building  at  Newnans- 
ville,  in  Florida,  which  was  taken  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States  by  order  of  Colonel  Fran- 
cis R.  Sanchez,,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred 
and  thirty-five,  and  continued  in  the  use  of  the 
United  States  as  a  blockhouse  and  magazine 
until  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-one,  when  it 
was  abandoned  and  pulled  down,     -       .       -     $750  00 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  E.  G.  Smith. 
For  extra  service,  out  of  office  hours,  rendered  by  him  in  the 
preparation  of  the  agricultural  report  in  eighteen  hundred 
and  forty-four  and  eighteen  hundred  aird  forty-five. — [In- 
definite.] 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Amzy  Judd. 
For  the  amount  still  due  him  as  encouragement 
for  his  enlistment  into  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  January  twentieth,  eighteen 
hundred  and  thirteen,        -----        $-04  oo 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  re]rresentatives  of 
William  McKenzie,  late  a  seaman  on  board  the 
United  States  ship  Vincennes. 

For  the  sum  due  to  William  McKenzie,  late  a  seaman  on 
board  the  United  States  ship  Vincennes,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  as  determined  by  the  proper  accounting  officers  of 
the  treasury..— [Indefinite.] 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  Throckmorton. 

For  any  damage  or  loss  sustained  by  him  in  con- 
sequence of  the  rescinding  of  a  certain  contract 
on  the  twentieth  August,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty,  without  any  fault  and  again.<t 
the  wish  of  the  said  Throckmorton,  -        -$1,000  00 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  H.  Willis. 
For  his  services  as  inspector  an<l  niea-iurer,  in  the 
discharge  of  the  cargo  of  schooner  Carpenter's 
Son,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
five,  -  - S23  65 
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^9)1  act  for  the  relitf  of  IVilliam  Culver. 
For  work  on.  aiid  lor  nmierials  ('urniislii'd  for,  the 
United  Suites  custom-house  ut  the  city  of  New 
London,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,        -        -  $1,:il7  51 

^n  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Matthew  Stewart. 

For  all  (leinands,  under  liis  claims  as  set  forili  in 
the  report  of  Colonel  Totten,  of  the  Engineer 
Corps,  dated  nineteenth  of  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-six,      -        -        -        -        - ■■$148  48 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  Tenneesee  volunteers. 

For  till-  use  and  risK  of  horses,  and  for  forage,  from  the  first 
dav  of  Novemhir,  eijihteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  the 
dat('  of  the  order  of  General  Wool,  until  the  day  tlioy  were 
finally  dischar<;pd,  according  to  law,  from  the  public  ser- 
vice.— [Indefinite.] 

c3n  act  to  refund  a  penalty  remitted  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  John  llardvrp. 

For  tlie  amount  of  a  certain  penalty  incurred  liy 
him  under  the  seventeenth  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  revenue 
from  imports,  and  to  change  and  modify  exist- 
ing laws  imposing  duties  on  imports,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  approved  tliirtieth  August,  in 
the  vear  of  our  Lord  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-two,-       ------        - $418  60 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alborne  Mien. 
For  the  balance  due  on  a  contract  for  building  a 
boat  called  the  .'Lolus,  on  account  of  the  Gov- 
ernment,   -------        - $432  00 

Jin  act  fm- the  relief  of  B.  0.  Tayloe. 

To  ascertain,  fiom  the  proof  to  be  submitted  by  said  Tayloe 
and  by  the  Gnveniment,  whether  the  buildings  were  re- 
turned to  B.  O.  Tayloe  by  the  Post  Office  Department  "in 
a  aood  and  tenantable  condition  ;"  and  if  not,  to  ascertain 
the  amount  of  damage  sustained  by  said  B.  O.  Tayloe.— 
[Indefinite.] 

An  act  supplementary  to  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  liquidate  certain  claims  therein 
mentioned,'''  passed  eighteenth  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fourteen 

Forbid  varices  made,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Utrited 
States,  [prior  to  aird  since  the  takirrg  of  that  portion  of  the 
late  province  of  West  Florida  described  in  the  act  (a])- 
proved  eighteenth  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen) 
to  which  this  is  a  sirpplenrent,  as  included  within  the 
limits  of  the  Siate  of  Louisiana,  or  of  the  Mississippi  ter- 
ritory, by  the  Urriled  Stales. — [Indefinite.] 

An  act  for  the  payment  of  the  fourth  regiment  in  the 
second  brigade  of  the  third  division  of  the  Vermont 
militia,  for  services  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburg. 

For  one  month's  services  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
fourth  regiment  iir  the  second  brigade  of  the  third  division 
of  the  militia  of  the  Stale  of  Vermont,  who  served  at  the 
battle  of  Platt-sbiirg  orr  the  eleverrth  day  of  September, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen,  for  their  mili- 
tary services  on  that  occasion.— [Indefinite.] 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  tcidows  and  orplums  of  the 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the  brig-of-war 
Somers. 

A  sum  erpial  to  twelve  monllis'  pay  of  their  respective  de- 
ceased relations  aforesaid,  in  addition  to  the  pay  due  to 
the  said  deceased  at  the  date  of  the  loss  of  said  vessel. — 
[Indefinite.] 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ward  and  Smith. 
For  advances  nrade  by  them  for  the  nsu  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
nrent  in  California,  in  the  month  of  February,  eighteen 
hundred  aird  forty-seven, arrd  to  certify  the  amount  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. — [Indefitrite.] 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Messrs.  Cook,  Anthony,  Ma- 
kony,  and  others. 

For  amount  of  treasury  irotes  which  were  depose 
ited,  enclosed  in  hUlers,  in  thii  post  office  at 
Van  Buren,  in  Ihe  State  of  Arkansas,  in  March, 
anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  liuiidred  and 
forty- three,  and  were  aftirwards  stolen  from 
the  mail  by  one  Charles  Bouiiird,     -        -        -     .ffiOO  00 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Gibson. 
For  a  w.rgon  caplured  and  deslroyr^d  in  Middle 
Florida  by  the  Senrinoh:  Indiarrs,  in  February, 
one  ihousuiid  eight  hundred  and  thirty-nine,    -     .$.'!00  00 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  Milledge  Galphin,  executor 
of  ttie  last  will  and  testament  of  George  Galphin, 
deceased. 

Forlhi-  claim  of  the  late  George  Galphin,  under  the  treaty 
niaile  by  thi;  Governor  of  (Ji'orgia  with  the  Creek  and 
Cherok'^e  Indians,  in  the  yiar  seventeen  hundred  ami 
Bevenly-threi:.— [Indefiniti-.] 

An  act  for  the  payment  of  Charles  Richmond. 
For  his  servir  es  ns  special  marshal  in  aiding  the 
inarxliRl  of  the  IJniterl  States  for  the  district  of 
Michigan  to  preserve  the  neutral  relatiorrs  of 
the  United  Siati'H  with  the  provinces  of  U|«per 
nnd  I.iOW)-r  (,'anada,  in  I'ighteen  hnrrdred  aird 
thirty-nine  and  eightreir  hrnidred  and  forty,     -      $rinO  00 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives   of 
Thomas  .J.  V.  (hren,  deceased. 

For  the  ir-e  and  oceiipatiorr  of  his  house  at  Chi- 
rago  during  lire  Black  Hawk  war,  in  th<?  year 
I'ighti'en  htrndred  and  thirty-two,  uti  a  cholera 
hospital, $300  OU 


An  act  for  tlis  relief  of  William  B.  Stokes. 
For  extra  services  preformed  by  John  N.  C. 
Stockton  and  Comparry,  who  were  contractors 
forcarrving  the  rirailfrom  Augusta,  in  the  State 
of  Georgia,  to  Mobile,  in  Alabama;  said  services 
having  been  rerrdered  duriirg  the  months  of 
May,  June,  and  July,  in  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,     -        -        -        -  ,^4,775  00 


An  act  for  the  relief  of -Samuel  Grice. 
For  damages  by  the  seizure  of  his  boat  by  an  officer  of  the 
United    States  army,  in  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-six,  so  far  as  said  danrages  have  not  arisen  from  the 
negligence  of  said  Grice.— [Irrdefiiiite.] 

An  act  fm-  the  relief  of  John  P.  B.  Gratiot  and  the 
legal  representatives  of  Henry  Gratiot. 

For  rent  received  by  the  agents  for  the  United  States  of 
said  Henry  and  John  P.  B.  Gratiot,  after  deducting  the 
amount  appearing  on  the  books  of  the  treasury,  found  to 
be  really  ilue  from  said  Graliots,  or  either  of  them,  to  the 
United  States. — [Iirdefinite.] 

An  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to 
Robert  Purkis. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  sense  entertained  by  Con- 
gress of  iris  valor  and  good  conduct  in  having 
recaptured,  alone  and  unassisted,  a  vessel  called 
the  Little  Sarah,  together  with  four  seamen  of 
the  British  navy,  which  prisoners  were  deliv- 
ered to  the  district  of  Rhode  Island,  and  as  a 
compensation  for  the  prisoners  so  taken,  -      $700  00 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Hogan,  administrator 
of  Michael  Hogan,  deceased. 

For  the  services  rendered  and  morreys  advanced 
by  the  said  Michael  Hogan,  as  agent  or  factor 
for  the  Navy  Department  at  Valparaiso,    -         $16,831  87 


An  act  to  compensate  R.  M.  Johnson  for  the  erection 
of  certain  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Choctaw 
Academy. 

For  the  buildings  erected  by  Colonel  Richard  M 
Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  for  the  use  of  Indian 
students  at  the  Choctaw  Academy,  -        -         $10.000  00 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Adams  and  Com- 
pany, and  others. 

For  the  additional  duties  paid  by  them,  severally, 
over  and  above  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  im- 
posed by  the  act  of  the  second  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  on 
certain  milled  and  frrlled  cloths,  kirown  by  the 
nanre  of  "plains,  kerseys,  arrd  Kendal  cottons," 
which  were  imported  by  them,  respectively, 
under  the  act  of  the  fourteenth  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two,    -       -  $2,776  00 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  Purser  Benjamin  J.  Cahoone. 

For  the  services  of  Mr.  Fleming,  l.ite  captain's 
clerk  on  board  the  United  Stales  frigate  Corr- 
gress,  who  performed  the  additional  duties  of 
purser's  clerk  durirrg  a  part  of  the  late  cruise  of 
said  frigate,        ------       -     $237  67 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  A.  Watterslon. 
For  his  salary  for  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year 
eighteen  liundred  and  forty-four,  and  the  first 
quarter  of  tlie  year  eighteeir  hundred  and  forty- 
five,  --------        .       $87  85 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Wilkinson. 
For  the  benefits  accruing  to  the  public  service 
from  the  use  of  the  principle  of  the  gauge  and 
sliding  lathe,  of  which  he  was  ihi;  inventor, 
now  irr  use  in  the  workshops  of  Ihe  Govern- 
ment at  the  different  national  arsenals  and  ar- 
mories,     -------         $10,000  00 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Larimer  Graham,  late 
2)ostmas(er  in  the  city  ofMw  York. 

For  his  disbursements  from  the  post  office  furrd, 
in  leasing  ground  and  hrrildings,  and  fitting  the 
same  fi)r  lire  principal  brarrch  post  office  in  that 
city,  under  the  dirc'ctioir  ofChab's  A.  Wiekliffe, 
late  Postmaster  General. — [Indefirritc.J 

For  having  overpaid  when  postmaster-,        -        .  $9^704  31 

A  7-esolution  in  favor  of  David  Shaw  and  Solomon 

T.  Corser. 
For  carrying  the  mail  oir  route  number  four,  from 
Portland  to  Augusta,  in  Maine,         -        -        .  $3,000  DO 


A  resolution  for  the  relief  of  H.  B.  Gaither. 
For  taking  charge  of  and  keepirrg  certain  books 
relating  to  the  paynrent  of  the  CheiokeeSgin  the 
year  eighteetr  hiinilred  ami  forty-oire,  under 
an  )nr|)lii'd  contract  with  Willirinr  Armstrong,' 
agerrt  for  said  Indiarrs,       -----      $■24000 


iie(;apitulation. 

For  the  deficiencies  in  former  appropiiatiotrs  for  the  year 

ending  June  30,  1 848 ,«;15,n.'),R(!6  88 

Forrevolirlionaryaiidolliir  pensiorrs 4.')3,.'>36  34 

For  lh(!  support  of  the  Miliiary  Academy....  143,47'i  (10 
For  the  service  of  the  Post  Ollice  Department  4,431,'/ 00  dO 
For  fortincations 583,600  00 


For  the  support  of  the  Irrdian  Department..        901,134  68 

For  the  support  of  the  navy 9,878,136  77 

For  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the 

Government 4,956,420  19} 

For  the  support  of  the  army 10,612,416  28 

For  the  erection  of  light-houses,  &c 184,600  00 

Miscellaneous 151.161  05 

Total 1547.431,844  lyi 


OFFICES  CREATED  AND  THE  SALARIES  THERE- 
OF. 

By  the  act  concerning  certain  collection  districts,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

One  surveyor,  to  reside  at  Cold  Spring,  fees. 

One  surveyor,  to  reside  at  Sag  Harbor,  fees. 
B\i  the  act  further  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  3Gth  ./une,  1848. 

One  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Fifth  Auditor,  ,$800. 

Eight  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Comnrissioner  of  Pensions, 
per  diem  $3  33. 

For  additional  clerks  in  the  offices  of  the  Second  and  Third 
Auditors  and  Second  Comptroller,  each  $1,000. 

Eight  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  each  $1,000. 
By  the  act  to  make  Ship  Island,  in  the  collection  district  of 

Pearl  river,  a  port  of  delivery,  ami  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  deputy  collector  for  said  port. 

One  deputy  collector,  to  reside  at  Ship  Island,  fees. 

By  tlie  act  to  provide  additional  examiners  in  the  Patent  Office^ 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Two  principal  examlirers,  each  $2,500. 

Two  assistant  examiners,  each  $1,500. 

Two  clerks,  each  $1,200. 
By  the  act  to  prevent  the  importation  of  adulterated  and  spu- 
rious drtt^s  and  medicines,  * 

One  examiner  of  drugs  and  medicines  at  Boston,  $1,000. 

One  examinerof  drugs  and  medicines  atNew  York,  1,600. 

One  examiner  of  drugs  and  medicines  at  Philadelphia, 
$1,000. 

One  examiner  of  drugs  and  medicines  at  Baltimore, 
$1,000. 

One  examiner  of  drugs  and  medicines  at  Charleston, 
$1,000. 

One  examiner  of  drugs  and  medicines  at  New  Orleans, 
$1,009. 
By  the  act  for  dividing  the  Stale  of  Georgia  into  two  judicial 

districts,  and  organizing  and  estahluhing  an  adtlitional  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States,  with  circuit  court  powers 

and.  jurisdiction. 

One  clerk,  fees. 
By  the  act  malcing  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 

expenses  of  Government,  for  the  year  ending  the  thirtieth 

day  of  June,  1849,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Six  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Secorrd  Comptroller,  each 
$1,2U0. 

Nine  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor,  each 
$1,000. 

Thirteen  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor,  each 
$3  per  day. 

Two  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor,  each 
$1,200. 

Four  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor,  each 
$1,000. 

Eight  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  General  Land  Office,  each 
$1,000. 

Twenty-seven  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Pensions,  each  $3  33  per  day. 

One  consul  general  at  Alexandria,  Egypt,  $3,000. 

One  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  AilJutaMt  General,  ,f  1,400. 

Three  clerks  iir  the  office  of  the  Commissary  General  of 
Subsistence,  each  ,$1,000. 

One  clerk  in  the   Bureau  of  Navy  Yards  and  Docks, 
$1,000. 
By  the  act  to  esfahlisli  the  Territorial  Government  in  Oregon. 

One  governor  and  superintendent  of  Iirdianaflairs,  $3,000. 

One  secretary,  $1,500. 

One  chief  justice,  $2,000. 

Two  associate  justices,  .$2,000. 

Three  chirks  of  the  district  courts,  who  shall  receive  the 
same  fees  to  which  the  clerks  of  the  di.strict  courts  of  the 
late  Wisconsin  Territory  received  for  similar  services. 

One  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court,  who  shall  feceive  the 
sanre  fees  which  the  clerks  of  the  district  court  of  the  late 
Wisconsin  Territory  received  for  similar  services. 

(^e  attorney  forthe  Urriled  States,  who  shall  receive  the 
saure  fees  as  were  provided  for  the  attorney  for  the  United 
Slates  for  the  Territory  of  Wisconsitr,  and  in  addition 
$200.  V 

One  marshal  for  the  United  States,  who  shall  receive  the 
same  fees  as  were  provided  for  the  marshal  of  the  United 
States  for  the  late  Territory  of  Wisconsirr,  and  in  addition 
,$200. 

One  chief  clerk  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  $.'>  per  day. 

Orrc  assistant  clerk  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  $3  per 
day. 

One  Sergeant-at-arms,  ,$3  per  day. 

Orre  collecter  of  customs  at  the  port  of  Astoria,  who  shall 
receive  stated  fees,  and  irr  addition  ,$1,000. 

Two  surveyors  of  customs  who. shall  receive  stated  fees, 
and  in  addition  each  $500. 

OFFICERS  WHOSE  SALARIES  ARE  INCREASED. 

By  the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  I  lie  Government  for  the  year  enling  the  thirtieth 
oj  June,  1849,  and  for  other  purposes. 

.  The  salary  of  one  recording  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  So- 
licitor of  the  Treasury  increased  ,•^200. 

The  salary  of  one  cliTk  irr  the  olfice  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Indiair  Affairs  increasc-d  .$200. 

The  sal.iry  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  increased 
$,-)00. 

The  salary  of  R.  B.  Boyd  increased  to  $480. 
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This  is  tlie  firstniimberof  the  Congressional  Globe  for 
this  session — the  first  of  the  Thirtieth  Congress.  We  shall 
}>riiit  several  thous.iiid  surplus  copies,  for  the  purpose  of 
supplyiiii;  those  wlio  may  subscribe  within  a  reasonable 
time— say  by  the  llith  of  January^ — witli  complete  copies. 

We  will  print  the  first  number  of  the  Appendix  early 
next  week,  and  will  also  print  several  thousand  surplus 
co|iies  of  it,  to  supply  all  who  iiuiy  subscribe  for  it  before 
the  lOtli'of  January  with  complete  files.  The  Appendix 
will  be  primed  like  the  Congressional  Globe,  and  will 
contain  the  President's  Message,  the  Reports  of  the  He;ids 
of  the  Executive  Departments,  and  all  the  Speeches  made 
in  both  branches  of  Congress  which  the  members  write 
out  or  revise. 

It  is  believed  that  Congress  will  continue  in  session  at 
least  eight  months,  .and  that  the  Congressional  Globe 
and  Appendix  will  each  make  about  l,.50O  royal  quarto 
pages. 

The  following  are  our  prices  for  them  : 

For  one  enpy  of  the  Congressional  Globe $2  00 

For  one  copy  of  the  Appendix 9  00 

For  six  copies  of  either,  or  part  of  both 10  00 

The  money  may  be  remitted  by  mail  at  our  risk.  Bank 
notes  current  where  a  subscriber  resides  will  be  received 
by  us  at  par. 


THIRTIETH    CONGRESS, 

FIRST  SESSION. 

^  l»  

SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Georse  M.  Dallas,  of  Pennsylvania,  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  President  of  tlie  Senate. 


The  names  of  Senators,  with  the  exfiration  of  the  term  of 
service  of  each.  Democrats  (3;i)  in  Roman,  and  the  IVhigs 
(22)  in  Italic  letters. 

Georgia. 

Walter  T.  Colquitt 1849 

Jno.  M.cPherson  iieiTioi.lSSS 

Kentucky. 

John  J.  Ch-itienden 1849 

Joseph  R.  Underwood 1853 

Tennessee. 

Hopkins  L.  Turney 1851 

Jolm  Bell 1853 

Ohio. 

William  Allen 1849 

Thomas  Curwin 1851 

Louisiana. 

Henry  Johnson 1849 

Solomon  (j.  Downs 1853 

Indiana. 
Edward  A.  Hannegan. .  .1849 
Jesse  D.  Bright 1851 

Mississippi. 

Jefl'erson  Davis (J) 

Henry  S.  Foote ikiS 

Illinois. 

Sidney  Breese 1849 

Stephen  A.Douglas 1853 

Alabama, 

Arthur  P.  Bagby 1849 

Vacant 1853 

Missouri.  - 

David  R.  Atchison 1849 

Thomas  H.Benton 1851 

Arkansas. 

Ambrose  H.  Sevier 1849 

Chester  Ashley 1853 

Florida. 

Jamss  D.  Westeott 1849 

David  h.  YuJee 1851 

Michigan. 

Lewis  Cass 1851 

Alpheus  Fcloh 1853 

Texas. 

Thomas  S.  Rusk 1851 

Vacant 1853 

(a)  Appnijued  by  the<iovernor,  in  place  oi'Jabez  W.  Hunt- 
inzton,  deceased. 

rh)  Appointed  by  the  Governor,  in  place  of  Jesse  Sneioht, 
deceased.  .  '       f  i   -a    > 


From  Maine. 

JohH  Fairfield 

James  W.  Bradbury. . . 

.1851 
.1853 

New  Hampshire 
Charles  G.  Alhertoij^, . 
John  P.  Hale 

.1849 
.1853 

Massachusetts. 

Daniel  Websttr 

John  Davis 

.1851 

.1853 

Rhode  Island. 

Mhert  O.  Greene 

John  H.  Clarke 

.1851 
.1853 

Connecticut. 

JohuM.  Niles 

Roger  S.  Bald.jiin  

,1849 
•   («) 

Vermont. 

William  Ujiham 

Samuel  S.  Plieljts 

.1849 
,1851 

New  YoaK. 

John  A.  Dix 

Daniel  S.  Dickinson... 

.1849 
.1851 

Nevv  Jersey. 
William  L.  Dayton.,.. 
Jaiob   W.  Miller 

.18.51 
.1853 

.1849 
.1851 

Pennsylvania. 

Simon  Cameron 

Daniel  Slur-.'eon 

Delaware. 

John  M.  Ctuiton 

Presley  Sjrr nance. .,.,. 

.1851 
.1853 

Maryland. 
James .1.  Pcarce.. ;  ... 
Recerdy  Johnson 

,1849 
.1851 

Virginia, 

James  M.  Mason 

Robert  M.  T.  Hunter.. 

,1851 
.1853 

North  Carolina 

Gtorge  E.  Badger 

Willie  P.  Mungam 

.  1849 
.1853 

South  Carolina. 

Andrew  P.  liuilcr 

Jolm  C.  Calhoun 

1849 
1853 

IN  SENATE, 
Monday,  December  6,  1847, 

In  conformity  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  First  Session  of  the  Thirtieth  Con- 
gres.s  commenced  this  day. 

The  Senate  was  called  to  order  at  twelve  o'clock, 
by  its  presiding  officer,  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States. 

All  the  Senators  were  present  except  Mr.  Clay- 
ton, of  Delawm-c;  Mr.  Pearce,  of  Maryland;  Mi-, 
Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina;  Mr,  Bell,  of  Ten- 


nessee; Mr.  Benton,  of  Missouri;  Mr,  Yulee, 
of  Florida;  Messrs,  Davis- and  Webster,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts; Messrs.  Niles  and  Baldwin,  of  Con- 
necticut; Messrs,  Colquitt  and  Berrien,  of  Geor- 
gia; and  Ml-.  Bagby,  of  Alabama, 

Mr,  ATHERTON  presented  the  ci-edentials  of 
the  Hon,  John  P.  Hale,  elected  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  State  of  New  Hainpshire, 
for  the  term  of  six  years  from  and  after  the  4th 
day  of  March,  1847. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  the  credentials 
of  the  Hon.  Joseph  R.  Underwood,  elected  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States,  from  the  State  of 
Kentucky,  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  and 
after  the  4th  day  of  Mai-ch,  1847. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  La.,  presented  the  creden- 
tials of  the  Hon,  Solomon  U,  Downs,  elected  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States,  from  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  and 
after  the  4th  day  of  March,  1847, 

Mr.  GREENE  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon,  John  H.  Clarke,  elected  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  for  the  term  of  six  years 
from  and  after  the  4th  day  of  March,  1847, 

Mr,  SEVIER  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon,  Jefferson  Davis,  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Mississippi  a  Senator  of  the  United  States, 
froiTi  the  State  of  Missis.sippi,  to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  decease  of  the  Hon,  Jesse 
Speight. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  elected  a  Senator  of 
the  United  States,  from  the  State  of  Illinois,  for 
the  term  of  six  years  from  and  after  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1847, 

Mr,  FAIRFIELD  presented  the  credentials  of 
the  Hon,  James  W,  Bradbury,  elected  a  Senator 
of  the  United  States,  fi-om  the  State  of  Maine,  for 
the  term  of  six  years  from  and  after  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1847, 

Mr.  CASS  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Flon.  Alpheus  Felch,  elected  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  State  of  Michigan,  for  the 
term  of  six  years  from  and  after  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1847. 

The  credentials  having  been  severally  read,  the 
Senators  therein  named  theieupon  had  the  oath  of 
office  administered  to  them  by  the  Vice  President, 
and  took  their  seats. 

The  following  Senators,  whose  credentials  were 
presented  to  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, severally  had  the  oath  of  office  administered 
to  them  by  the  Vice  President,  and  took  their 
seats,  viz: 

Messrs.  Ashley,  Mangum,  Foote,  Hunter, 
Miller,  and  Spruance, 

On  motion  of  Mr,  BREESE,  it  was 

Ordered,  Th.at  the  Secretary  acquaint  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives that  a  quorum  of  the  Senate  had  assembled, 
and  that  the  Senate  is  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  FAIRFIELD,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  daily  hour  of  meeting  be  twelve  o'clock, 
until  otherwise  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMERON,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  each   Senator  be  supplied,   during    the 
present  session,  with -newspapers,  as  heretofore,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  cost  of  four  daily  papers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MANGUM, 
The  Sensite  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 

First  Session,  Thirtieth  Congress. 


Alphabetical  List  (by  States)  of  the  Members  of  the  Thir- 
tieth Congress.  Whigs  (117)  in  Italics;  Democrats  (110)  in 
Roman;  Native  American  (1)  in  Small  Capitals. 


MAINE. 
Hiram  Belcher,. 
Asa  W.  H.  Clapp, 
Franklin  Clark, 
David  llammons, 
Ephraini  IC.  Smart 
James  S.  Wiley, 
Hezekiah  Williams. 

NEW  HAfJPSHIRE. 
James  H.  John.son, 


Charles  H.  Peaslee, 

Jimos  Tuck, 
James  Wilion. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 
iJotiM't  B.  Cranston, 
Benjamin  B.  Thurston. 

VERMONT. 
Jacob  Collamer, 
lyitliam  Htnry, 


George  P.  Marsh, 
Lucius  B.  Peck. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

JJmos  .flihoU, 
John  Q,uini:y  Jldams, 
George  Jlshmun, 
Joseph  Grinnell, 
Jirtemas  Hale, 
Charles  Hudson, 
Daniel  P.  King, 
John  G.  Palfrey, 
Julius  Rockirell. 
Robert  C.  Winthrop. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Jamc:  Dixon, 
Samuel  D.  Huhhard, 
John  A.  Rockwell, 
Truman  Sjnith. 

NEW  YORK. 
Ansburn  Birdsall, 
William  Collins, 
Harmon  S.  Conger, 
Willinm  Ducr, 
Daniel  Gotf, 
Nathan  K.  Hall, 
John  M.  Holley, 
Elias  B.  Holmes, 
Washington  Hunt, 
David  S.  J.-ickson, 
Timothy  Jenkins, 
Daniel  B.  St.  John, 
Orlando  Kellogg, 
Sidney  Lawrepce, 
William  T.  La'urence, 
Frederick  W.  Lord, 
William  B.  Maclay, 
Dudley  Marvin, 
Joseph  Mu'lin, 
Henry  ('.  Murphy, 
William  Nelson, 
Henry  Nicoll, 
George  Petrie, 
Harvey  Putnam, 
Gideon  Reynolds, 
Rjhert  L.  Rose, 
David  Ramsey, 
Eliakim  Sherrill, 
John  J.  Slingerland, 
George  A.  Starkweather, 
Peter  H.  Svlvester, 
Frederick  J3.  Tallmadge, 
Cornelius   Warren, 
Hugh  Wliite. 

NEW  JERSEY. 
Joseph  E.  Ed--all, 
Dudley  S.  Gregory, 
James  G.  Hampton, 
William  Jl.  Netvell, 
John  Van  Dyke. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

John  Blanchard, 
Jasjier  E.  Brady, 
Richard  Brodhead, 
Charles  Hrown, 
Chester  Butler, 
Jolm  Dickey, 
George  N.  Eckert, 
JohnW.Farrelly, 
John  Freedleij, 
Moses  liamf.ion, 
John  W.  Hornbeck, 
Charles  J.  Ingersoll, 
Joseph  R'.  Ingersoll, 
Jllexander  Irvin, 
Lewis  C.  Levin, 
Job  Mann, 

Abraham  R.  McTlvaine, 
Henry  Ncs, 
James  Pollock, 
Andrew  Stewart, 
John  SIrohm, 
William  Strong, 
James  Thompson, 
David  Wilmot. 

DELAWARE. 
John  W.  Houston. 

MARYLAND. 
John  G.  Chapman, 
John  W.  Ci-i<^Jield, 
Alexander  Evans, 
Thomas  W.  Ligon, 
Robert  M.  McLane, 
J^.  Dixon  Roman. 
VIRGINIA. 
Archibald  Atkinson, 
Thomas  H.  Baylv, 
Richard  L.  T.  Beale, 
Hemy  Bcdinirer, 
Thomas  S.  l?ocock, 
JjIui.  3r.  BjIIs, 
William  G.  Brown, 
Thomas  S.  Flournoy, 
Aiulre-.v  S.  Falton, 
William  L.  Goggin, 


Richard  K.  Meade, 
James  McDowell, 
John  S.  Pendleton, 
William  B.  Preston, 
Robert  A.  Thompson. 

NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Daniel  M.  Barringer, 
Nathaniel  Boydon, 
Thomas  L.  C'lingman, 
John  R.  J.  Daniel, 
Richard  S.  Donnetl, 
James  J.  McKayj 
David  OutlaiD, 
Augustine  H.  Shepperd, 
Abraham  W.  Venable. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 
James  A.  tiliick, 
Armisfead  Burt, 
Isaac  E.  Holmes, 
Robert  Barnwell  Rhett, 
Alexander  D.  Sims, 
Richard  F.  Simpson, 
Joseph  A.  Woodward. 

GEORGIA. 

Howell  Cobb, 
Hugh  A.  Haralson, 
Alfred  Iverson, 
John  W.  Jones, 
Tliomas  B.  King, 
John  H.  Lumpkin, 
Alexander  H.  Stephens, 
Robert  Toombs. 

ALABAMA. 
Franklin  W.  Bowdon, 
Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb, 
Jolin  Gayle, 
Sampson  VV.  Harris, 
Henry  W.  Hilliard, 
George  S.  Houston, 
Samuel  W.  Inge. 

MISSISSIPPL 
Albert  G.  Brown, 
Wiiifield  S.  Featherston, 
Jacob  Thompson, 
Patrick  W.  Tompkins. 

LOUISIANA. 
John  H.  Harmanson, 
Ifii.ie  E.  Morse, 
Eiiiile  La  Sfiie, 
Bannon  G.  Thilodeaux. 

OHIO. 
Richard  S.  Canby, 
John  Cro'vell, 
John  D.  Cummins, 
Rudoiphus  Dickinson, 
Daniel  Duncan, 
Thomas  O.  Edwards, 
Notlian  Evans, 
James  J.  Paran, 
David  Fkher, 
George  Fries, 
Joshua  R.  Giddings, 
William  Kennon, 
Samuel  Lahm, 
John  K.  Miller, 
Jonathan  D.  Moi-i-i.s, 
James  Hitchey, 
Joseph  M.  Root, 
William  Sawyer, 
Robert  C.  Schenck, 
John  L.  Taylor, 
Samuel  F.  Vinton. 

KENTUCKY. 
Green  Adams, 
Linn  Boyd, 
Aylctt  Buc/;ner, 
Beverl.v  L.  Clark,. 
Garnett  Duncan, 
Richard  French, 
John  P.  Gaines, 
C/iarles  S.  Morehead, 
Samuel  O.  Ptnton, 
John  B.  Thompson. 

TENNESSEE. 
Washington  Barrow, 
Luclen  B.  Chase, 
William  M.  Cocke, 
John  H.  CrO!:ier, 
Meredith  P.  Gentry, 
William  P.  Haskiil, 
Hugh  L.  W.  Hill, 
Andrew  Johnson, 
George  W.  Jones, 
Frederick  P.  Stanton, 
James  H.  Thomas. 

INDIANA. 
Charles  VV.  Catheart, 
George  G.  Dunn, 
E'isha  Emhree, 
Thomas  J.  Henley, 
John  Pettit, 
John  L.  Robinson, 
William  Rockliill, 
C.  Ich  B.  Smith, 
Rich,  rd  W.  'J'/iomj  son, 
VVilliora  VV,  Wick. 
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ILLINOIS. 
John  A.  MoCleniand, 
Oiiiirido  U.  Fielilin, 
.Abraham  Lincoln, 
William  A.  Kicliaidson, 
Ri>l)ert  iSinith, 
Thomas  J.  Turner, 
John  Weiitworlli. 

MISSOUKI. 
James  B.  liowlin, 
James  S.  Greene, 
VVillard  P.  Hall, 
John  Jainieioii, 
John  S.  Phelps. 

ARKANSAS. 
Kobcrt  VV.  Johnson. 


MICHIGAN. 

Kinsslev  S.  Bingham, 
Kubl-rt  McClelland, 
Cliarles  E.  Stuart. 

FLORIDA. 
Edward  C.  Cabell. 

TEXAS. 
David  S.  Kaut'inan, 
Tiniolliy  Pillsbury. 

IOWA. 

Sheplicrd  Luffler, 
William  Thompson. 

WISCONSIN  T. 
John  H,  Tweedy. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  December  6,  1847. 

At  twelve  o'clock  M.,  Benj.\min  B.  French, 
Esq.,  the  Clerk  of  (lie  House  for  the  last  Coiigiess, 
(and  who  by  the  tenor  of  his  appointment  cojiiin- 
iies  to  hold  office  until  a  successor  is  elected,)  rose 
and  said,  that  as  the  hour  of  twelve  o'clock  had 
arrived,  he  would,  in  pursuance  of  usage,  call  over 
the  list  of  the  members  by  States,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  names  of  those  present,  and 
whether  a  quorum  was  in  attendance. 

No  one  objecting — 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  by  States, 
commencing  with  the  State  of  Maine;  when  it  ap- 
peared that  all  tlie'  members  were  present  except 
iVlessrs.  King,  of  Georgia;  Bowdon,  of  Alabama; 
Brown,  of  Mississipjji;  Gaines,  of  Kentucky; 
Cocke,  of  Tennessee;  Ficklin,  of  Illinois;  and 
PiLLSBuRY,  of  Texas.  ■ 

Tiie  Clerk  then  announced  that  a  quorum  being 
present,  it  was  competent  for  the  members  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  a  Speaker. 

Whereupon  Mr.  JOHN  Q..  ADAMS  moved 
that  the  members  proceed  to  the  election  of  a 
Speaker  of  the  House  for  the  Thirtieth  Congress, 
the  members  voting  viva  voce. 

Tlie  question  being  put  by  the  Clerk,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Daniel  P.  King,  of- Massachusetts,  Mr, 
James  A.  Black,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr. 
Richard  W.  Thompson,  of  ladiafca,  were  ap- 
pointed tellers. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  alpha- 
betically, and  having  called  it  through — 

The  tellers  reported  that  the  whole  number  of 
votes  given  was  220;  necessary  to  a  choice  HI;  of 
which — 

Mr.  Robert  C.  Wintlirop,  of  Massachusetts,  received  108 

Mr.  Linn  Bovd,  oi  Kentucky 61 

Mr.  Robert  McClelland,  of  Michigan 23 

Mr.  J.'hn  A.  McClernand,  of  Illinois 11 

Mr.  iieiiry  C.  Murphy,  or  New  York 1 

Mr.  Ho-.vtll  Cobb,  ot  G^orijia 3 

Mr.  James  J.  McKay,  oC  North  Carolina 5 

Mr.  John  P.  Gaines,  of  Kentucky 1 

Mr.  Jotcph  R.  Ingersoll,  ol  Pennsylvania 1 

Mr.  Timothy  Jenkin.s,  of  New  York 1 

Mr.  James  WiUoii,  oi'New  Hampshire a 

;Mr.  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  of  Penns>lvania 1 

Mr.  Chaili.s  Hu('si)n,  of  Massachusetts 1 

Mr.  John  Gale,  of  .Vlabama 1 

2:o 
The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

for  Mr.  Wintkrop — Messrs.  Abbott,  John  Quincy  Adams, 
Green  Ad.ims,  Ashnmn,  liiiniiiger,  Barrow,  Belcher,  Blan- 
cliard,  Bcitt-^,  Boydin,  Brady,  Buckner,  Butler,  Cabell, 
Canbj ,  Chajinian,  Clingman,  Collamer,  Conner,  Cranston, 
Crisrttid,  CrowelL  Crozior,  Dickey,  Di.\on,  iJonncH,  Uuer, 
Daniel  Ouncan,  Gainett  Duncan,  Dunn,  Kckert,  Edwards 
Embree,  Alexander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Farrelly,  Fi^her' 
Flournoy,  Freedley,  Fulton,  Gayle,  Gentry,  GoKl^in,  Gott, 
Gregory,  Grinnell,  Hale,  N.  K.  Hall,  J.  G.  Hampton,  iVIo.-es 
Ilain|]ton,  Hiuskell,  Henry,  Hiliard,  Holley,  Elias  B.  Holmes 
Horul.eck,  John  VV.  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hunt' 
Jo^cjili  li.  Ingergoll,  Irvin,  Kello;'g,  H.  1'.  King,  W.  T.  Law- 
rence, Liucidn,  Mcllvaine,  Marsii,  iMarvin,  Morehead,  i\lul- 
liii.  Nelson,  Nes,  Newall,  Outlaw,  Pendleton,  Pollock, 
Pie.stori,  Puitiain,  Iteynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rock- 
well, Roman,  Bo-e,  Boot,  Rumsey,  St.  John,  Schenck, 
Sliepper<l,  SiuTrill,  Slinyerlanil,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Tinman 
Smiiii,  Stephi'ns,  Andrew  Stewart,  Sirohm,  Sylvester,  'J  ull- 
niad^'e,  ■I'hibodeaux,  'I'aylor,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  John  i 
11.  'I'hompson,  Toombs,  Vandyke,  Vinton,  Warren,  White, 
and  Wilson. 

FotMt.  /tov'/— Messrs.  Atkinson,  Bayly,  Bcdinger,  Black,  I 
Boeock,  C.  Brown,  Burt,  Chase,  B.  L.  Clark,  Howell  Cobb, 
Cummins,  HannI,  Dirkin-on.  Faran,  Fcathersion,  Fries, 
French,  Green,  \\  .  P.  Hall,  Haralson,  Ilarmanson,  Harris,  ' 
HilljInKP.Charles  J.  lnr;er.-oll,  Ivc'rson,  Jackson,  Jamicsoii,  j 
Kobert  VV.  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennon, 
Lahin,  Sidney  Lawrence,  l,iiinpkin,  Maclay,  McClerniiiid,  ' 
McKay,  McLane,  Muiin,  Miller,  Morris,  Morse,  Murphy 
Peine,  Pcttit,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Rhett,  Uichardson,  liichev.  | 
iiobiiiHon,  Rockhill,  Sims,  liobert  Smith,  Slanlfm,  Siiouk 
Thomai,  Robert  A.  Thomp.-on,  Turner,  and  Wick.  ' 

/•..r  Mr.  McCic'/fin-I— iMesms.  Biiighnm,  Catheait,  Cliinp, 
P.ankhn  Clark,  ColUns,  Edaall,  ll.immonii,  Henley,  Uaac  j 


E.  Holmes,  Jenkins;  James  II.  Johnson,  Nicoll,  Peaslee, 
Peck,  Sawyer,  Smart,  Starkweather,  Charles  E.  Stuart, 
Thurston,  Wentworlh,  Williairis,  Wiley,  and  Wilinot. 

For  Mr.  McClernatiil — Messrs.  Bowlin,  Brodhead,  La 
Sdre,  LelHer,  t.igon,  Meade,  Simpson,  James  Thompson, 
Jaiob  Thompson,  William  Thompson,  and  Woodward. 

For  Mr.  JVJ-JiT.fj/— Messrs.  Beale,  W.  R.  W.  Cobb,  G.  S. 
Houston,  A.  Johnson,  and  Venable. 

For  Mr.  Murpliy— Mr.  Birdsall. 

For  Mr.  Jiowell  Oj/j/;— Messrs.  Boyd,  Lord,  McDowell. 

Fjt  Mr.  C.  jr.  Ingersoll— Mr.  W.  G.  Biovvn. 

For  Mr.  Gaines — Mr.  J.  VV.  Jones. 

For  Mr.  J.  R.  Ingcrsoll — Mr.  Levin. 

For  Mr.  Jcnkins^lr.  McClelland. 

For  Mr.  Hudson— Mr.  Palfrev. 

For  Mr.  Gai/le-Mr.  P.  VV.  Tompkins. 

For  Mr.  JVilson — Messrs.  Tuck  and  Giddings. 

No  member  having  received  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  votes  given  on  the  first  ballot, 
there  was  no  election. 

The  roll  was  then  called  a  second  time,  when 
the  tellei's  reported  that  the  whole  number  of  votes 
given  was  219;  necessary  to  a  choice  110;  of  which 
number — 

Mr.  Winthrop  received 109 

Mr.  Linn  Boyd b:J 

Mr.  Howeh  Cobb 3 

Mr.  Robert  McClelland 13 

Mr.  McClernand 5 

Mr.  James  Wilson 2 

Mr.  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll 1 

.^Ir.  L'hett , 1 

Mr.  Burt 1 

Mr.  Ilarmanson , 1 

Mr.  Hudson 1 

•       219 
The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  IVinthrop— Messrs.  Abbott,  John  Uuincy  Adams, 
Green  Adams,  Ashmuii,  Barringer,  Barrow,  Belchi  r,  Blan- 
chard.  Bolls,  Boyden,  Brady,  Buckner,  Butler,  Cabell, 
Cariby,  Chapman,  Clingham,  Collamer,  i;onger,  Cranston, 
Cnsheld,  Ctowell,  Crozier,  Dickey,  Di.Yon,  Dounell,  Duer, 
Daniel  Duncan,  Garnett  Duncan,  Duim,  Eckert,  Edwards, 
Embree,  Alexander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Farrelly,  Fi:^her, 
Flourney,  Freedley,  Fulion,  Gayle,  Gentry,  Gogi;in,  Gott, 
Gregory,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  j"ames~G.  Hamp- 
ton, Moses  Hampton,  Haskell,  Henry,  llilliard,  Holley, 
Ellas  B.  Holmes,  Ilornbeck,  John  W.  Houston,  Hubbard, 
Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  John  VV.  Jones, 
Kellogg,  Daniel  P.  iving,  William  T.  Lawrence,  Lincoln, 
Mcllvaine,  Alarsh,  Marvin,  Morehead,  Mullin,  Nelson,  Nes, 
Newall,  Outlaw,  Pendleton,  loUock,  Preston,  Putnam, 
Reynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Roman, 
Rose,  Root,  Rumsey,  St.  John,  Schenck,  Shepperd,  Sher- 
rill,  Slingerlaud,  Caleb  H.  Smith,  '1  runian  Sniilh,  Stephens, 
.\iidrew  Stewart,  Strohm,  bylvester,  Tallmadge,  Uliibo- 
deaux,  Taylor,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  John  B.  'i  hompson, 
'I'oon.bs,  \  an  Dyke,  Vinton,  V\'arren,  White,  Wilson. 

For  Mr.  Boyd — Messrs.  Atkinson,  Bayly,  Beale,  Bcdinger, 
Birdtall,  Black,  Boeock,  Bowlin,  Cliarles  Brown,  Burt, 
Cuthcart,  Chase,  Clapp,  Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clark, 
Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  B.  Cobb,  Collins,  Cuminuis, 
Daniel,  Dickinson,  Faran,  Fcathersion,  Fries,  Frencn, 
Green,  Willard  P.  Hall,  Hammons,  Haralton,  Harinanson, 
Harris,  Henley,  Hill,  George  S.  Houston,  Inge,  Charles  J. 
Ingerscdl,  Jackson,  Janiieson,  Robert  W.  Jolin.-on,  George 
W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennon,  Lahm,  La  S6re,  Sidney  Laiv- 
rence,  Lelfler,  Ligon,  Lumpkin,  Maclav,  McClelland,  Mc- 
Clernand, McDowell,  McKay,  McLaiie,  Mann,  Meade, 
Miller,  Morris,  Morse,  Murphv,  Nicoll,  Peirie,  Petit,  Peyton, 
Phelps,  Rhett,  Richard.-on,  Richey,  Robinson,  RockhiU, 
Sawyer,  Sims,  Robert  Smitli,  Stanton,  Strong,  Thomas, 
James  I'hompson,  Robert  A.  Thompson,  Turner,  Venable, 
Williams,  and  Wiley. 

For  Mr.  McOiclland — Messrs.  Bingham,  Edsall,  Jenkins, 
James  H.  Johnson,  Lord,  Pcaslee,  Peck,  Smait,  Stark- 
weather, Charles  E.  Stuart,  Thurston,  Wentworlh,  and 
Wilmot. 

For  Mr.  MeClernnnd — Messrs.  W.  G.  Brown,  Simpson, 
William  Tliomp>on,  Wick,  and  Woodward. 

For  Mr.  Howell  Coblj — Messrs.  Boyd,  Brodhead,  and  An- 
drew Johnson. 

Fur  Mr.  Wilson — Messrs.  Giddings  and  Tuck. 

For  Mr.  Burl — Mr.  Iversnn. 

For  Mr.  J.  R.  Inncisoll-^Mt.  Levin. 

For  Mr.  Hudson — Air.  Palfrey. 

Fur  Mr.  Rhett — Mr.  Jacob  Thompson. 

For  Mr.  Harmamon — Mr.  I.  E.  Holmes. 

No  member  having  yet  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  given,  there  was  no  election. 

The  roll  was  then  called  a  third  time,  when  the 
tellers  reported  that  the  whole  number  of  votes 
given  was  218;  necessary  to  a  choice  llO ;  of 
which  number — 

Mr.  Winthrop  received 110 

Mr.  Boyd 04 

Mr.  McClernand 8 

Mr.  McClelland 14 

Mr.  Rhett 7 

Mr.  Howell  Cobl 4 

Mr.  Wilson 2 

IVIr.    Burt '. 4 

Mr.  Woodwaid 1 

Mr.  French 1 

Mr.  Hudson 1 

Mr.  Jacob  Thompson 1 

Mr.  I.  E.  Hulmes 1 
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The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr,  Winthrop — Meiisrs.  AbUult,  John  Quincy  AdaniB, 


Green  Adams,  Ashmun,  Barringer,  Barrow,  Belcher,  Blan^ 
chard,  Botts,  Boyden,  Brady,  Buckner,  Butler,  Cabcl>, 
Canby,  Chapman,  Clingman,  Collamer,  Conger,  Cranston, 
Crisrield,  Crowell,  Crozier,  Dickey,  Dixon,  Doiiiiell,  Duer, 
Daniel  Duncan,  Garnett  Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckert,  Ednards, 
Embree,  Al(?sandei  Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Farrelly,  Fisher, 
Flournoy,  Freedley,  Fulton.  G,-iyle,  Gentry,  Goggin,  Gott, 
Gregory,  Grinnell,' Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  James  G.  Hamp- 
ton, Moses  Hampton,  Haskell,  Heiir>-,  Hiliiiird,  Holley.  Elias 
B.  Holmes,  Hornbeck,  John  W.  Houston.  Hubbard,  II lid-oir. 
Hunt,  Joseph  B.  ingersoll,  Irvin,  John  W.  Jones,  Kellogg, 
Daniel  P.  King,  William  T.  Lawrence,  Levin,  Lincoln, 
Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Marvin,  iNIorehead,  Mullin,  Nelson,  Nes, 
Newell.  Ouilaw.  Pendleton,  Pollock,  Preston,  Pu»nam,  Rey- 
nolds, Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Eoman.  Ro.-e, 
Root,  Kuinsey,  St.  John,  Schenck,  Sheppe^rci,  Sherril!,  Slin- 
gerland,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman  Sniilh,  Stephen^,  Andrew 
Stewart,  Strohm,  Sylvester,  Tallmadge,  Thibodeaux,  Tay- 
lor, Richard  W.  Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Toombs, 
Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  VVaiTen,  White,  and  Wilson. 

i-'orJtfr.Boi/(i— Messrs.  Alkinson,  lieale,  Birdsall,  Black, 
Boeock,  Bowlin,  Brodhead,  Charles  Brown,  Chase,  Beverly 
L.  Clark,  W.  R.  VV.  Cobb,  Collins,  Cunmiins, Daniel,  Dick- 
inson, Faran,  Featherston,  Fries,  French,  Grcfu,  Willard 
P.  Hall,  Hammons,  Haralson,  Henley,  Hill,  Jnge,  Jacks-on, 
Janiieson,  Kaufman,  Kennon,  I^ahm,  La  S6ie,  Sidney  Law- 
rence, Lelller,  Lumiikin,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McClernand, 
MclJovvell,  McKav,  Mann,  Meade,  Miller,  Morris,  Morse, 
Murphy,  Nicoll,  I'etrie,  Pettit,  Phelps,  Rhett,  Kich-nrdson, 
Uieliey,  Kobiiison,  Rocfchill,  Snwycr,  Bobert  Smith,  Strong, 
Thomas,  Juines  Thompson,  Robert  A.  Thompson,  Venable, 
VV'ick,  and  Williams. 

For  Mr.  McClelland— Messrs.  Bingham,  Cathcart,  Clapp, 
Jenkins,  James  H.  Johnson,  Lord,  Peaslce,  Peck,  Smart, 
Starkweather,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Thurston,  Wentwmtli, 
and  Wilmot. 

For  Mr.  Bart — Messrs.  Bayly,  Ilarmanson,  Harris,  and 
Iversoii. 

For  Mr.  Rhett — Messrs.  Bcdinger,  William  G.  Brown, 
R.  VV^.  Johnson,  Simpson,  Sims,  Stanton,  and  Jacob  Thonif>- 
son. 

For  Mr.  3IcClerncmd— Messrs.  Boyd,  Howell  Cobb,  G, 
S.  Houston,  G.  VV^.  Jones,  Ligon,  McLane,  William  Thomp- 
son, and  Turner. 

For  Mr.  Howell  Co5i— Messrs.  Burt,  F.  Clark,  Wiley, 
and  Woodward. 

For  Mr.  Jacofi  Thompson— Mr.  Edsall. 

For  Mr.  Wilson — Messrs.  Tuck  and  Giddings. 

For  Mr.  I.  E.  Holmes— Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll. 

For  Mr.  Woodward — Mr.  Andrew  Johnson. 

For  Mr.  Hudson — Mr.  Palfrey. 

For  Mr.  French — Mr.  Peyton. 

Mr.  Winthrop  having  received  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  votes  given,  he  was  de- 
clared duly  elected  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  for  the  Thirtie'h 
Congress,  and  was  thereupon  conducted  to  the 
Speaker's  chair  by  Mr.  McKay,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  Mr.  Vinton,  of  Ohio. 

On   taking  the   chair,  Mr.  WINTHROP   ad- 
dressed the  House  as  follows: 
GenUemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives 

of  the  United  States: 

1  am  deeply  sensible  of  the  honor  which  you 
have  conferred  upon  me  by  the  vote  which  has 
just  been  announced,  and  I  pray  leave  to  express 
my  most  grateful  acknowledgments  to  those  who 
have  thought  me  worthy  of  so  distinguished  a  mark 
of  their  confidence. 

When  I  remember  by  whom  this  chair  has  been 
filled  in  other  years,  and,  still  more,  when  I  reflect 
on  the  constitutional  character  of  the  body  before 
me,  I  cannot  but  feel  that  you  have  assigned  me  a 
position  worthy  of  any  man's  anibitioii,  and  far 
above  the  rightful  reach  of  my  own. 

I  approach  the  discharge  of  its  duties  with  a 
profound  impression  at  once  of  their  dignity  and 
of  their  difficulty. 

Seven  years  of  service  as  a  member  of  this 
branch  of  the  National  Legislature  have  more  than 
sufficed  to  teach  me  that  this, is  no  place  of  mere 
formal  routine  or  ceremonious  repose.  Severe 
labors,  perplexing  cares,  trying  responsibilities, 
await  any  one  who  is  called  to  it,  even  under 
the  most  auspicious  and  favorable  circumstances. 
How,  then,  can  I  help  trembling  at  the  task  vvhich 
you  have  imposed  on  me,  in  the  existing  condition 
of  this  House  and  of  the  country .' 

In  a  time  of  war,  in  a  time  of  high  political  ex- 
citement, in  a  time  of  momentous  national  contro- 
versy, 1  see  before  me  the  Representatives  oPthe 
People  almost  equally  divided,  not  merely,  as  the 
votes  this  morning  have  already  indicated,  in  their 
preference  for  persons,  but  in  opinion  and  in  prin- 
ciple, on  many  of  the  most  important  questions  on 
which  they  have  a.ssetnblcd  to  deliberate. 

May  I  not  reasonably  claim,  in  advance,  from 
you  all,  something  more  than  an  ordinary  mea- 
sure of  forbearance  and  indulgence,  for  whatever 
of  inability  1  may  manifest,  in  meeting  tlic  exigen- 
cies and  embarrassments  which  1  (cannot  hope  to 
escape.'  And  may  1  not  reasonably  implore,  with 
something  more  than  common  fervency,  upon  your 
labors  and   upon  my  own,    the  blessing;  of  that 
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Almighty  Power,  whose  recorded  attribute  it  is, 
that  "  He  maketh  men  to  be  of  one  mind  in  a 
house !" 

Let  us  enter,  o;entlemen,  upon  our  work  of  le- 
gislation with  a  solemn  sense  of  our  responsibility 
to  God  and  to  our  country.  However  we  may  be 
divided  on  questions  of  immediate  policy,  we  are 
united  by  the  closest  ties  of  permanent  interest  and 
permanent  obligation.  We  are  the  Representatives 
of  twenty  millions  of  people,  bound  together  by 
common  laws  and  a  common  liberty.  A  common 
flag  floats  daily  over  us,  on  vvhich  there  is  not  one 
of  us  who  would  see  a  stain  rest,  and  from  which 
there  is  not  one  of  us  who  would  see  a  star  struck. 
And  we  have  a  common  Constitution,  to  which 
t1ie  oaths  of  allegiance,  which  it  will  be  my  first 
duty  to  administer  to  you,  will  be  only,  I  am  per- 
suaded, the  formal  expression  of  those  sentiments 
of  devotion  which  are  already  cherished  in  all  our 
hearts. 

There  may  be  differences  of  opinion  as  to  the 
powei-s  which  this  Constitution  confers  upon  us; 
but  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  created  are  in- 
scribed upon  its  face  in  language  which  cannot  be 
misconstrued.  It  was  ordained  and  established 
"to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice, 
ensure  domestic  trunquiility,  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and 
secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our 
posterity." 

Union,  justice,  domestic  tranquillity,  the  com- 
mon defence,  the  general  welfare,  and  the  security 
of  liberty  for  us  and  for  those  who  shall  come  after 
lis,  are  thus  the  great  objects  for  which  we  are  to 
exercise  whatever  powers  have  been  intrusted  to 
us.  And  I  hazard  nothing  in  saying  that  there 
have  been  few  periods  in  our  national  history  when 
the  eyes  of  the  whole  people  have  been  turned 
more  intently  and  more  anxiously  towards  the 
Capitol  than  they  are  at  this  moment,  to  see  what 
is  to  be  done,  here  and  now,  for  the  vindication 
and  promotion  of  these  lofty  ends. 

Let  us  resolve,  then,  that  those  eyes  shall  at 
least  witness  on  our  part  duties  discharged  with 
diligence,  deliberations  conducted  with  dignity, 
and  efforts  honestly  and  earnestly  made  for  the 
peace,  prosperity,  and  honor  of  the  Republic. 

I  shall  esteem  it  the  highest  privilege  of  my 
public  life,  if  I  shall  be  permitted  to  contribute 
anything  to  these  results  by  a  faithful  and  impar- 
tial administration  of  the  office  which  I  have  now 
accepted. 

The  oath  of  office,  as  required  by  the  sixth  arti- 
cle of  the  Constitution,  and  as  prescribed  by  the 
act  of  Congress  of  June  1,  1789,  to  wit:  "  That  I 
uiill  suppoii  tht  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,'" 
was  then  administered  to  the  Speaker  by  Mr.  John 
d.  Adams. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  next  act  to 
be  done  in  the  organization  of  the  House  was  to 
administer  the  oath  (or  affirmation)  of  office  to  the 
other  members  present,  and  to  that  end  he  would, 
therefore,  direct  the  Clerk  to  call  the  roll  by  States, 
commencing  with  the  State  of  Maine. 

The  roll  was  then  called  over,  and  the  same  oath 
(or  affirmation)  as  stated  above,  was  administered 
by  the  Speaker  to  all  the  other  members  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  it  was 

Orrlcred,  That  a  message  be  s(mt  to  tlie  Senate  to  inform 
that  body  that  a.  quornni  of  the  House  of  Representatives  has 
asseml)led,  and  liiat  Robert  C.  W]NTiiRop,one  of  the  Rep- 
resentatives from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  has  been 
chosen  Speaker,  and  that  the  House'  is  now  ready  to  pro- 
ceed to  business ;  and  that  the  Clerk  do  go  with  said  mes- 
sage. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  charj^ed  with  tlie 
revision,  amendment,  and  simplification  of  the  rules  of  this 
House. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  by  the  Clerk — 
Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  remarked  that  he  had 
merely  to  say,  in  reference  to  this  resolution,  that 
at  the  beginning  of  the  28ih  Congress  a  committee 
was  appointed  for  the  purpose  contemplated  by  this 
resolution— a  committee  of  which  Mr.  Davis,  the 
lale  Speaker,  was  a  member.  That  committee  was 
industriously  employed  for  several  days,  and  he 
recollected  that  they  expunged  about  forty  old 
laws.  There  were  many  laws  which  nobody  un- 
derstood. For  his  part,  if  others  did,  he  confessed 
he  did  not  understand  thcni,  and  he  wished  to  see 
this  Hou.se  disencumbei-ed  of  a  multiplicity  of  laws 
which  were  of  no  utility.     The  laws  to  govern  the 


House  should  be  as  simple  as  possible.  They  were 
not  now  embarrassed  with  the  slave  question, 
which  was  involved  on  previous  occasions:  they 
could,  therefore,  now  frame  simple  rules,  by  which 
the  public  would  be  benefited,  and  every  gentle- 
man who  has  had  experience  in  such  matters 
would  be  satisfied.  At  present  they  had  more 
rules  than  were  for  their  good.  That  was  all  he 
had  to  say. 

Mr.  TRUMAN  SMITH  suggested  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Ingersoll]  a  dif- 
ficulty which  would  arise  if  the  course  he  indi- 
cated weie  pursued.  Adopt  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  until  the  com- 
mittee shall  report  the  House  would  be  without 
rules.    . 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.  So  much  the  better. 
We  shall  then  be  governed  by  the  common  parlia- 
mentary law,  which  is  preferable. 

Mr.  TRUMAN  SMITH  apprehended  that  that 
would  not  answer  the  purpose;  and,  if  he  mistook 
not,  the  ordinary  rules  of  the  House  must  be 
adopted,  at  least  temporarily,  to  enable  them  to 
consummate  the  organization  of  the  Flouse.  Until 
rules  were  adopted  they  could  have  no  Sergeant- 
at-Arms,  as  no  authority  for  that  appointment  was 
found  in  the  old  parliamentary  law.  And,  if  he 
mistook  not,  there  was  no  rule  in  the  nature  of 
the  previous  question  in  the  parliamentary  law. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.    So  much  the  better. 

Mr.  TRUlMAN  SMITPI,  (in  continuation.) 
The  difficulties  in  which  they  would  be  involved 
would  be  interminable;  to  avoid  which,  he  would 
move  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  word  "  resolved,"  and  inserting,  in  sub- 
stance, "  Provided,  That  the  ordinaay  rules  and 
orders  of  this  House  in  force  at  the  end  of  last 
session  shall  be  the  rules  and  orders  of  this  House 
until  the  third  Monday  of  December,  1847,  with 
the  except-ion  (and  he  made  it  at  the  request  of 
some  gentlemen  around  him)  of  the  33d,  or  one- 
hour  rule — [several  voices,  "  Oh,  strike  it  out"] — 
and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  take  the  en- 
tire subject  into  consideration. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  said  he  held  in  his  hand  a 
resolution  which,  with  the  permission  of  the  gen- 
tlemtin  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Smith,]  he  would 
read,  and  submit  as  an  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  C. 
•T.  Ingersoll,]  believing  that  it  would  accomplish 
the  object  contemplated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut.     It  was  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  rules  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
as  they  existed  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
be  for  the  present  adopted  as  the  rules  of  this  House,  and 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  revise  and  rei)ort  to  this 
House  such  alterations  and  amendments  therein  as  may  be 
deemed  advisable. 

Mr.  TRUMAN  SMITH  replied,  that  if  a  reso- 
lution were  now  adopted  in  that  general  form,  the 
rules  would  become  binding  on  the  House  for  the 
entire  session;  and  hence,  instead  of  the  words 
"for  the  present,"  in  his  amendment,  he  had  pre- 
fen-ed  the  words  "  until  the  third  Monday  of  De- 
cember, 1847."  He,  however,  adopted  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  with 
a  modification. 

The  Clerk,  at  the  request  of  several  gentlemen, 
again  read  the  resolution  as  amended,  as  follows: 

Rcsolre'l,  That  the  rules  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
as  they  existed  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
be,  until  the  third  Monday  of  December,  1847,  adopted  as 
the  rules  of  this  House,  except  the  thirty-third  rule ;  and 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  revise  the  rules,  and  report 
to  this  House  such  alterations  and  amendments  as  may  be 
deemed  advisable. 

Mr.  TRUMAN  SMITH  further  urged  the  ne- 
cessity of  limiting  the  term  of  operation  of  these 
rules.  If  they  adopted  them  indefinitely,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  pass  through  this  House  any 
modification  of  them,  and  in  many  respects  he  de- 
sired to  see  them  modified.  The  one-hour  rule 
should  be  modified;  and  there  were  others  that 
equally  required  modification,  which  he  would  not 
now  allude  to  only  in  general  terms,  simply  men- 
tioning the  object  he  had  in  view,  and  that  was  so 
to  amend  the  rules  and  oi-ders  of  this  House  as  to 
enable  the  Speaker  to  maintain  order,  and  make 
the  proceedings  of  this  body  what  they  should  be, 
as  orderly  and  dignified  in  every  respect  as  was  the 
Senate  or  apy  deliberative  liody  or  assemblage  in 
the  Union.  He  had  consulted  several  friends  on 
the  best  mode  of  accomplishing  this,  but  he  would 
not  now  dwell  on  this  point.  He  would  sintply 
reiterate  his  conviction  of  the  necessity  to  limit  the 


operation  of  the  rules  to  the  third  Monday  in  De- 
cember. 

Mr.  LEVIN  moved  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  HOWELL  COBB  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  withdraw  that  motion,  for  the  House  had 
not  yet  adopted  a  resolution  to  inform  the  Senate 
that  this  House  was  organized,  and  ready  to  enter 
upon  business. 

By  general  consent,  Mr.  HUNT  submitted  the 
following  resolution;  which  was  adopted  : 
•  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
this  House,  to  join  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  .States  and  inform  him  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
is  assembled,  and  that  Confess  is  ready  to  receive  any 
communication  he  may  be  pleased  to  make. 

Mr.  Hunt  and  Mr.  Cobb  of  Georgia,  were  ap- 
pointed said  committee. 

The  question  i-ecurred  on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Tru- 
man Smith's  substitute  for  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
C.  .T.  Ingersoll — 

When  Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  accepted  the 
same  as  a  modification  of  his  own  resolution. 

After  some  suggestions,  the  resolution,  as  modi- 
fied, was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LEVIN  moved  that,  when  this  House  ad- 
journ, it  will  adjourn  to  meet  again  to-moiTOw, 
(Tuesday,)  at  twelve  o'clock.     Agreed  to. 

Ml-.  LEVIN  then  moved  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn.     Disagreed  to. 

Mr.  LEVIN  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Benjamin  B.  French  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, appointed  Clerk  of  this  House  for  the  Thirtieth  Con- 
gress. 

Pending  the  question  on  the  above  resolution — 
The  House,  at  ten  minutes  before  four  o'clock, 
adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  December  7,  1847. 

The  following  Senators  appeared  in  their  seats 
to-day,  viz: 

Messrs.  Baldtvin  and  Niles,  of  Connecticut; 
Calhoun,  of  South  Carolina;  Colquitt,  of  Geor- 
gia; and  Pearce,  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  BUTLER  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  John  C.  Calhoun,  reelected  a  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  for  six  years  from  4th  March  last. 

Mr.  NILES  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Roger  S.  Baldwin,  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor a  Senator  from  Connecticut,  to  fill  the  vacan- 
cy occasioned  by  the  deatii  of  the  Hon.  Jabez  W. 
Huntington. 

The  credentials  having  been  read,  the  Senators 
were  severally  qualified  and  took  their  seats. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, by  Benjamin  B.  French,  Esq.,  Clerk, 
informing  the  Senate  that  a  quorum  of  the  House 
had  assembled;  that  Robert  C.  Winthroi>,  one  of 
the  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, had  been  chosen  Speaker;  and  that  the  House 
was  now  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Also,  that  the  House  had  passed  a  resolution  for 
the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him 
that  a  quorum  of  the  House  had  assembled,  and 
that  the  House  was  ready  to  receive  any  commu- 
nication he  might  be  pleased  to  make;  and  that  Mr. 
Hunt,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia, 
had  been  appointed  the  committee  on  their  part. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  that  the  latter  message  be 
taken  up;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  S.  remarked  that  the  resolution  of  the 
House  (inadvertently,  no  doubt)  provided  only 
for  informing  the  President  that  the  House  was 
ready  to  receive  his  message,  instead  of  both 
Houses,  and  he  therefore  moved  to  lay  it  upon 
the  table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SEVIER  then  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  jointly  with 
the  committee  appointed  by  the  House  of  Representatives, 
to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform 
him  that  quorums  of  the  two  Houses  have  assembled,  and 
that  Congress  is  ready  to  receive  any  eommunicaUon  h<j 
may  be  pleased  to  make. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  appointed  Messrs, 

Sevier,  Mangum,  and  Fairfield,  said  committee. 

i       Mr.  CASS  submitted  the  following  resolution; 

j  which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and 

I  agreed  to  : 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Dec.  7, 


Re$ohed,Th»l  llie  Secrelarvof  the  Treasury  be  iiistrucl- 
ed  to  cominuiiit-iite  to  ilie  Seiiati- a  map  ol  llie  country  in 
tho  inimi-diate  vicinitv  of  the  Sault  (ie  Ste.  Mane,  in  thij 
State  of  Michiiaii.  exhibitins  the  military  reservuliun  and 
the  private  land  claims  at  tliat  place  ;  together  with  copies 
of  any  evidence  respecting  said  claims  to  be  found  in  tlie 
General  Land  Ulfice. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
on  to -morrow,  ask  leave  of  tlie  Senate  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Paul 
Jones. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
on  to-morrow,  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  further 
to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  and  stipulations 
of  the  ninth  article  of  the  Florida  treaty,  with  re- 
spect to  certain  losses  of  Spanish  subjects  in  West 
Florida. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  jointly  with  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to 
v.'ait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  in- 
form him  that  a  quorum  of  each  Flouse  has  assem- 
bled, and  that  Congress  is  ready  to  receive  any 
communication  he  may  be  pleased  to  make,  re- 
ported that  they  had  performed  the  duty  assigned 
them,  and  that  the  President  slated  that  he  would 
make  a  communication  to  each  House  forthwith. 

The  Annual  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  by  Mr.  J.  Knox 
Walker,  his  Private  Secretary. 

After  the  reading  of  the  Message  had  been  pro- 
ceeded with  for  some  time, 

Mr.  SEVIER  i-emarked,  that  the  message  was 
a  long  one,  and  that  Senators  already  had  it  upon 
their  desks.  He  therefore  moved  that  its  further 
reading  be  dispensed  with,  and  that  the  usual 
number  be  printed;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BIIEESE  then  moved  that  5,000  extra 
copies  of  the  message,  and  2,000  of  the  message 
and  documents.'be  printed. 

Mr.  ALLEN  suggested,  that  as  the  me.ssage 
was  very  loii^:,  and  on  that  account  might  be  ex- 
cluded I'rom  many  of  the  newspapers,  a  larger 
number  would  he  desirable.  It  was  a  document 
of  very  great  importance,  and  looked  for  with 
great  interest  in  the  country;  he  would  move  to 
amend  the  motion,  by  making  it  read  25,000,  in- 
stead of  5,000. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  What  is  the  motion? 
Do  I  understand  that  it  is  to  print  27,000  copies  of 
the  message  ? 

Mr.  ALLEN  stated  his  amendment. 
Mr.  CRITTENDEN  suggested  that  the  smaller 
number  would  be  sufficient,  as  the  document  would 
find  its  way  to  the  public  through  the  press. 

The   amendment  was  then   agreed   to,  and  the 
resolution,  as  amendcil,  was  agreed  to. 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.  • 
Tuesday,  December  7,  1847. 

Several  other  members  appeared  this  day,  were 
sworn  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  took  their  seats  in  the  House,  viz: 

Mr.  Thomas  Butler  King,  of  Georgia; 

Mr.  Franklin  W.  Bowdon,  of  Alabama; 

Mr.  William  M.  Cocke,  of  Tennessee;  and 

Mr.  Orlando  B.  FiCKLifj,  of  Illinois. 

The  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
Mr.  John  H.  Tweeijy,  also  appeared,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat. 

ELKCTION  OF  CLT3RK. 

The  first  business  being  the  resolution  moved 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Levln,  he  modified  the  same  to 
read  as  follows: 

HcsolrcJ,  That  this  House  do  now  proceed  to  vote  lira 
voce  for  Clerk. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  nominated  Thomas  Jefferson 
CAMPBELi.j'of  'I'enncssee. 

Mr.  BRODIIEAD  nominated  Benjamin  B. 
French,  of  Washington  City. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  nominated 
Sa.miiel  L.  Gouverneur,  of  New  Yorlc. 

Mr.  Toombs,  Mr.  Brodiiead,  and  Mr.  Holmes 
of  South  Carolina,  were  ajipointed  tellers. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  call  the  roll  alpha- 
betically, and,  having  culled  it  through — 

The  tellers  reported  that  the  whole  number  of 
votes  given  were  225:  necessary  to  a  choice  113; 
of  which — 

Mr.  Thoma.s  Jeffcrgon  Campbell  received 113 

Mr.  Benjamin  iJ.  French 109 


Mr.  Samuel  Gouverneur 1 

Mr.  George  Kent 1 

Mr.  Nathan  Sargent 1 

22o 
The  following  is  tlxe  vote  in  detail: 

For  T!>omas  J.  Ca7n;)'eH— Messrs.  Abbott,  Green  Adams, 
Ashinun,  Barrinoer,  Barrow,  Bilcher,  Blanchard,  Botts, 
Hoyden,  Brady,  Buckner,  Butler,  Cabell,  C<ml)y,  Chapman, 
Clingmaii,  Cocke,  Collami'r,  Conger,  Cranston,  Crislield, 
Oow(  II,  Crozier,  Dickey,  Dixon,  Donnell,  Dncr,  Daniel 
Duncan,  Garnelt  Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckort,  Edwards,  Enibree, 
Alexander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Farrelly,  Fisher,  Flournoy, 
Freedley,  Fulton,  Gayle,  Gentry,  GnSL'iii,  Gott,  Gregory, 
Grinneli,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  James  G.  Mamptoji,  Moses 
Hampton,  Haskell,  Henry,  Hilliard,  Holley,  Elias  B.  Holmes, 
Hornbeck,  John  W.  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hunt, 
Joseph  R.  fngersoll,  Irvin,  John  W.  Jones,  Kellogg,  Tiionius 
Butler  King,  Daniel  P.  King,  VVilllam  T.  Lawrence,  Lin- 
coln. iMcIlvaine,  Marsh,  Mai^vin,  Morehead,  Mullin, Nelson, 
Nos,  Newell,  Outlaw,  Palfrey,  Pendleton,  Pollock,  V 
Putnam,  Reynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  Jolm  A.  R'  • 
Roman,  Rose,  Root,  Rumsey,  St.  John.  Schenck,  Sli' 
Slicrrill,  Slingerbuid,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman  Sm:' 
pliens,  Andrew  Stewart,  Strohin,  Sylvest(n-,  TiV'; 
TliibiKleaux,  Taylor,  Tompkins,  Richard  ^V.  Tl-  -.^on, 
John  B.  Thompson,  Toombs,  Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  Vi  .irren. 
White,  Wilson,  and  Winthrop. 

For  Benjamin,  h.  French — Messrs.  Jolin  Cinincy  .'dams, 
Atkiiison,    Bayly,    Reale,    Bedingcr,    Bingham,    Btidsall, 
Black,  Bocock,  Bowdon,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Brodhead,  Wil- 
liam G.   Brown,  Charles  Brown,   Burt,  Cathcart,  Chase,    | 
Clapp,  Frankhu  Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Howel!  Cobb,  j 
Williamson  R.  AV.  Cobb,  Collins,  Cummins,  Daniel.  Dick-     I 
irison,  Eilsall,  F.iran,  Featherslon,  Ficklin,  Fries,  i^rench,    j 
Green,  Vv'illard  P.  Hall,  Hammons,  Haralson,  Ilarinanson,  |; 
Harris,  Henley,  Hill,  George  S.  Houston,  Inge,  Charles  J. 
Ingersoll,  Ivnrson,  Jackson,   Jamicson,  Jenkins,  Andrew 
Johnson,  James  H.  Johnson,  Robert  VV.  Johnson,  George  VV. 
Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennon,  Lahm,  La  S6re,  Sidney  Law- 
rence, Leflier,  Levin,  Ligon.  Lord,  Lumpkin,  Maclay,  Mc- 
Clelland, McClcruaiid,  McDowell,  McKay,  MuLane,  jVlann, 
Meade,  Miller,   Morris,  Morse,  Murphy,  Nicoll,  Peaslee, 
Peek,   Petrie,   Pettit,  Peyton,  Phelps,   Uhett,  Richardson,  | 
P.iciiey,  Kohiuson,  Rockliill,  Sawyer,  Simpson, Sijms,  Smart, 
Robert  Smitli,  Stanton,  Starkweather,  Charles  E.  Stuart, 
Strong,  Thomas,  James  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Ro- 
bert A.  Thompson,  William  Thompson,  Thurston,  Turner, 
Venable,  Wentworth,  Wick,  Williams,   Wiley,   Wilinot, 
and  Woodward. 

For  Samuel  L.  Gouverneur — Mr.  Isaac  E.  Holmes. 

For  Naihan  Sargent — Mr.  Giddiligs. 

For  George  Kent — Mr.  Tuck. 

Mr.  Campbell,  having  received  a  majority  of 
the  v/hole  number  of  votes  given,  was  duly  elect- 
ed Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  for  the  Thirtieth  Congress,  and 
accordingly  presented  himself,  took  the  oath  of 
office,  and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  du- 
ties thereof. 

CHOICE  OF  SEATS. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  EVANS  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House,  immediately  after 
the  passage  of  this  tesolnlion,  place  in  a  box  the  name  of 
each  member  and  delegate  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
upon  a  separate  piece  of  paper  ;  that  he  then  proceed,  in  the 
presence  of  the  House,  to  draw  from  said  box,  oi\e  at  a 
time,  the  said  pieces  of  paper,  and  as  each  is  drawn  he  shall 
announce  tl'.e  name  of  the  member  upon  it,  who  shall  then 
choose  his  seat  for  the  present  session  :  Provided,  That  be- 
fore said  drawing  shall  commence,  the  Speaker  shall  cause 
every  seat  to  be  vacated,  and  shall  see  that  each  seat  contin- 
ues vacant  ujitil  it  is  selected  under  this  order. 

Mr.  GEORGE  W.  JONES  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  as 
follows:  Yeas  77,  nays  138. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

THE  president's  MESSAGE. 

Mr.  HUNT,  from  the  joint  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  House  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  inform  him  that  a  quoruir.  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  had  assembled,  and 
were  ready  to  receive  any  communication  he  might 
be  pleased  to  make,  stated  that  the  Committee  had 
performed  that  duty,  and  that  tlte  President  re- 
quested the  committee  to  report  that  he  would 
forthwith  transmit  to  the  House  a  message  in 
writing. 

And  soon  the  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House 
the  Annual  Message  from   the   President  of  the 
United  Slates,  which  was  read,  as  follows: 
FeUow-citizcns  nfllie  Senate 

and  of  the  House  of  Repreaentativts: 

The  annual   meeting  of  Congress  is  always  an 
interesting   event.      The    Re|)rcsentatives   of  the 
Slates  and  of  the  peof)le  come  fresh  from  their  con-  j 
stitucnls  to  take  counsel  together  for  tho  common  i 
good.     After  an  existence  of  near  three-fourths  of' 
a  century  as  a  free  and  independent  Republic,  the 
problem  no  lonsjcr  remains  to  be  solved,  whether 
man  is  capable  of  self-government.     The  success  j 
of  our  admirable  system  is  si  conclusive  refutation  i 


of  the  theories  of  those  in  other  countries  who 
maintain  that  "a  favored  few"  are  born  to  rule, 
and  that  the  mass  of  mankind  must  be  governed  by 
force.  Subject  to  no  arbitrary  or  hereditary  au- 
thority, the  people  are  the  only  sovereigns  recog- 
nised by  our  Constitution.  Numerous  emigrants 
of  every  lineage  and  language,  attracted  by  the 
civil  and  rciijrious  freeflom  we  enjoy,  and  by  our 
happy  condition,  annually  crowd  to  our  shores, 
and  transfe-  their  heart,  not  less  than  their  alle- 
giance, to  ill  country  wiiose  dominion  belongs  to 
the  people. 

No  country  has  been  so  much  favored ,  or  shoulii 
acknowledge  v.'ith  deeper  reverence  the  inanifesta- 
tions  of  the  Divine  protection.  An  all-wise  Cre- 
ator directed  and  guarded  us  in  our  infai'U  struggle 
for  freedom,  ;.iid  has  constantly  watched  over  our 
surprising  pvogres.'',  until  \vc  have  become  one  of 
the  great  nations  of  the  earth. 

It  is  in  a  country  thus  favored,  and  under  a  Gov- 
ernment in  which  the  Executive  and  Legislative 
branches  hold  their  authority  for  limited  periods, 
alike  from  the  people,  and  where  all  are  responsi- 
ble to  their  respective  constituencies,  that  it  is  again 
my  duty  to  communicate  with  Congress  upon  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  the  present  condition  of 
public  affairs. 

During  the  past  year  the  most  gratii"ying  proofs 
are  presented  that  our  country  has  been  blessed 
with  a  wide-spread  and  universal  prosperity.  There 
has  been  no  period  since  the  Government  was 
founded  when  all  the  industrial  pursuits  of  our 
people  have  been  more  successful,  or  when  labor 
in  all  branches  of  business  has  received  a  fairer  or 
better  reward.  From  our  abundance  we  have  been 
enabled  to  perform  the  pleasing  duty  of  furnishing 
food  for  the  starving  millions  of  less  favored  coun- 
tries. In  the  enjoyment  of  the  bounties  of  Provi- 
dence at  home,  sucii  as  have  rarely  fallen  to  the  lot 
of  any  people,  it  is  cause  of  congratulation  that  our 
intercourse  with  all  the  Powers  of  the  earth,  except 
Mexico,  continues  to  be  of  an  amicable  character. 

It  has  ever  been  our  cherished  policy  to  cultivate 
peace  and  good-will  with  all  nations,  and  this  pol- 
icy has  been  steadily  pursued  by  me. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  our  relations  with 
Mexico  since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Congress. 
The  war  in  which  the  United  States  were  forced  to 
engage  with  the  Governnient  of  that  country  still 
continues. 

I  deem  it  unnecessary,  after  the  fell  exposition 
of  them  contained  in  my  message  "of  the  eleventh 
of  May,  1846,  and  in  my  annual  message  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session  of  Congress  in  De- 
cember last,  to  reiterate  the  serious  causes  of  com- 
plaint which  we  had  against  Mexico  before  she 
commenced  hostilities. 

It  is  sufficient  on  the  present  occasion  to  say, 
that  the  wanton  violation  of  the  rights  of  person 
and  property  of  our  citizens  committed  by  Mexico, 
her  repeated  acts  of  bad  faith,  through  a  long  series 
of  years,  and  her  disregard  of  soleirm  treaties, 
stipulating  for  indemnity  to  our  injured  citizens, 
not  only  constituted  ample  cause  of  war  on  our 
part,  but  were  of  such  an  aggravated  character  as 
would  have  justified  us  before  the  whole  world  in 
resorting  to  this  extreme  remedy.  With  an  anx- 
ious desire  to  avoid  a  rupture  between  the  two 
countries,  we  forbore  for  years  to  assert  our  clear 
rights  b)'  force,  and  continued  to  seek  ledress  for 
the  wrongs  we  had  suffered  by  amicable  negotia- 
tion, in  the  hope  that  Mexico  might  yield  to  pacific 
councils  and  the  demands  of  justice.  In  this  hope 
we  were  disappointed.  Our  minister  of  peace  sent 
to  Mexico  was  insidtingly  rejected.  The  Mexican 
Government  refused  even  to  hear  the  terms  of  ad- 
justment which  he  was  authorized  to  propose;  and 
finally,  under  wholly  unjustifiable  pretexts,  in- 
volved the  two  countries  in  war,  by  invading  the 
territory  of  tiie  State  of  Texas,  striking  the  first 
blow,  and  .sliedding  the  blood  of  our  citizens  on 
our  own  soil. 

Though  the  United  States  were  the  aggrieved 
nation,  Mexico  commenced  the  war,  and  we  were 
compelled,  in  self-defence,  to  repel  the  invader, 
and  to  vindicate  the  national  honor  and  interests 
by  prosecuting  it  with  vigor  until  we  could  obtain 
a  just  and  honorable  peace. 

On  learning  that  hostilities  had  been  commenced 
by  Mexico,  I  promptly  communicated  that  fact, 
accompanied  with  a  succinct  statement  of  our  other 
causes  of  comjilaini  against  Me,\iro,  to  Congress; 
and  that  body,  by  the  act  of  the  lliirieenth  of  May, 
1846,  declared,  that  "  by  the  net  of  the  Republic  of 
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Mexico,  a  state  of  war  exists  between  that  Gov- 
ernment and  the  United  Slates."  Tiiis  act,  declaring 
"  the  war  to  exist  by  the  act  of  the  Republic  of 
Mexico,"  and  making  provision  for  its  prosecu- 
tion "  to  a  speedy  and  successful  termination," 
was  passed  with  great  unanimity  by  Congress, 
there  being  but  two  negative  voles  in  the  Senate, 
and  but  fourteen  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  existence  of  the  war  iiaving  thus  been  de- 
clared bji  Congress,  it  became  my  duty,  under  the 
Constitution  and  the  laws,  to  conduct  and  prose- 
cute it.  This  duty  has  been  performed;  and  though, 
at  every  stage  of  its  progress,  1  have  manifested  a 
willingness  to  terminate  it  by  a  just  peace,  Mexico 
has  refused  to  accede  to  any  terms  which  could  be 
accepted  by  the  United  States,  consistently  with 
the  national  honor  and  interest. 

The  rapid  and  brilliant  successes  of  our  arms, 
and  the  vast  extent  of  the  enemy's  territory  which 
had  been  overrun  and  conquered  before  the  close 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  were  fully  known 
to  that  body.  Since  that  time,  the  war  has  been 
prosecuted  with  inci-eased  energy,  and  I  am  grati- 
fied to  state  with  a  success  which  commands  uni- 
versal admiration.  History  presents  no  parallel, 
of  so  many  glorious  victories  achieved  by  any 
nation  within  so  short  a  period.  Our  army,  regu- 
lars and  volunteers,  have  covered  themselves  with 
imperishable  honors.  Whenever  and  wherever 
our  forces  have  encountered  the  enemy,  though  he 
was  in  vastly  superior  numbers,  and  often  en- 
trenched in  fortified  positions  of  his  own  selection, 
and  of  great  strength,  he  has  been  defeated.  Too 
much  praise  cannot  be  bestowed  upon  our  officers 
and  men,  regulars  and  volunteers,  for  their  gallant- 
ry, discipline,  indomitable  courage  and  jierseve- 
ranee,  all  seeking  the  post  of  danger,  and  vying 
with  each  other  in  deeds  of  noble  daring. 

While  every  patriot's  heart  niust  exult,  and  a 
just  national  pride  animate  every  bosom,  in  be- 
holding the  high  proofs  of  courage,  consummate 
military  skill,  steady  discipline,  and  humanity  to 
the  vanquished  enemy,  exhibited  by  our  gallant 
army,  the  nation  is  called  to  mourn  over  the  loss 
of  many  brave  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  fallen 
in  defence  of  their  country's  honor  and  interests. 
The  brave  dead  met  their  melancholy  fate  in  a  for- 
eign land,  nobly  discharging  their  duty,  and  with 
their  country's  flag  waving  triumphantly  in  the 
face  of  the  foe.  Their  patriotic  deeds  are  justly 
appreciated,  and  will  long  be  remembered  by  their 
grateful  countrymen.  The  parental  care  of  the 
Government  they  loved  and  served  should  be  ex- 
tended to  their  surviving  families. 

Shortly  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  the  gratifying  intelligence  was  re- 
ceived of  the  signal  victory  of  Buena  Vista,  and 
of  the  fall  of  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  with  it  the 
strong  castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulloa,  by  which  it 
was  defended.  Believing  that  after  these  and  other 
successes,  so  honorable  to  our  arms  and  so  disas- 
trous to  Mexico,  the  period  was  propitious  to 
aflbrd  her  another  opportunity,  if  she  thought 
proper  to  embrace  it,  to  enter  into  negotiations  for 
peace,  a  Commissioner  was  appoin'e!  to  proceed 
to  the  headquarters  of  our  army,  w.;.i  full  powers 
to  enter  upon  negotiations,  and  to  conclude  a  just 
and  honorable  treaty  of  peace.  He  was  not  direct- 
ed to  make  any  new  overtures  of  peace,  but  was 
ihebearer  of  a  despatch  from  the  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  United  States  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs  of  Mexico,  in  reply  to  one  received  from 
the  latter  of  the  twenty-second  of  February,  1847, 
in  which  the  Mexican  Government  was  informed 
of  his  appointment,  and  of  liis  presence  at'the 
headquarters  of  our  army,  and  that  he  was  invested 
with  full  [jowers  to  conclude  a  definitive  treaty  of 
peace,  whenever  the  Mexican  Government  might 
signify  a  desire  to  do  so.  While  I  was  unwilling 
to  subject  the  United  States  to  another  indignant 
refusal,  I  was  yet  resolved  that  the  evils  of  the  war 
should  not  be  protracted  a  day  longer  than  might 
be  rendered  absolutely  necessary  by  the  Mexican 
Government. 

Care  was  taken  to  give  no  instructions  to  the 
Commissioner  which  could  in  any  way  interfere 
with  our  military  operations,  or  relax  our  energies 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  He  possessed  no 
authority  in  any  manner  to  tontrol  these  opera- 
tions. He  was  authorized  to  exhibit  his  instruc- 
tions to  the  General  in  command  of  the  army;  and 
in  the  event  of  a  treaty  being  concluded  and  rati- 
fied on  the  part  of  Mexico,  he  was  directed  to  give 
him  notice  of  that  fact.    On  the  happening  of  such 


contingency,  and  on  receiving  notice  thereof,  the 
General  in  command  was  instructed  by  the  S  cre- 
tary  of  War  to  suspend  further  active  military 
operations  until  further  orders.  These  instruc- 
tions were  given  with  a  view  to  intermit  hostili- 
ties, xuitil  the  treaty  thus  ratified  by  Me,xico  could 
be  transmitted  to  Washington,  and  receive  the 
action  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  commissioner  was  also  directed,  on  reach- 
ing the  army,  to  deliver  to  the  General  in  com- 
mand the  despatch  which  he  bore  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  of 
Mexico,  and,  on  receiving  it,  the  General  was 
instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  cause  it  to 
be  transmitted  to  the  commander  of  the  Mexican 
forces,  with  a  request  that  it  might  be  communi- 
cated to  his  Government. 

The  commissioner  did  not  reach  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  army  until  after  another  brilliant  victo- 
ry had  crowned  our  arms  at  Cerro  Gordo. 

The  despatch  which  he  bore  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  the  General  in  command  of  the  army 
was  received  by  that  officer,  then  at  Jalapa,  on  the 
seventh  day  of  May,  1847,  together  with  the  de- 
spatch from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs  of  Mexico,  having  been  trans- 
mitted to  him  from  Vera  Cruz.  The  Commis- 
sioner arrived  at  the  headquarters  of  the  army 
a  few  days  aftervirards.  His  presence  with  the 
army  and  his  diplomatic  character  were  made 
known  to  the  Mexican  Government,  from  Puebla, 
on  the  twelfth  of  June,  1847,  by  the  transmission 
of  the  despatch  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  Mexico. 

Many  weeks  elapsed  after  its  receipt,  and  no 
overtures  were  made,  nor  was  any  desire  express- 
ed by  the  Mexican  Government  to  enter  into  ne- 
gotiations for  peace. 

Our  army  pursued  its  march  upon  the  capital, 
and,  as  it  approached  it,  was  met  by  formidable 
resistance.  Our  forces  first  encountered  the  ene- 
my, and  achieved  signal  victories  in  the  severely 
contested  battles  of  Contreras  and  Churubusco. 
It  was  not  until  after  these  actions  had  resulted  in 
decisive  victories,  and  the  capital  of  the  enemy 
was  within  our  power,  that  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment manifested  any  disposition  to  enter  into  nego- 
tiations for  peace;  and  even  then,  as  events  have 
proved,  there  is  too  much  reason  to  believe  they 
were  insincere,  and  that  in  agreeing  to  go  through 
the  forms  of  negotiation,  the  object  was  to  gain 
time  to  strengthen  the  defences  of  their  capital,  and 
to  prepare  for  fresh  resistance. 

Tiic  General  in  command  of  the  army  deemed 
it  ey  rdient  to  suspend  hostilities  temporarily,  by 
entc:'  .-^  into  an  armistice  v^ith  a  view  to  the  open- 
ing <..  negotiations.  Commissioners  were  appoint- 
ed on  the  part  of  Mexico  to  meet  the  commis- 
sioner on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  The 
result  of  the  conferences  which  took  place  between 
these  functionaries  of  the  two  Governments  was  a 
failure  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace. 

The  commissioner  of  the  United  States  took 
with  him  the  projet  of  a  treaty  already  prepared, 
by  the  terms  of  which  the  indemnity  required  by 
the  United  States  was  a  cession  of  territory. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  only  indemnity  which 
it  is  in  the  power  of  Mexico  to  make  in  satisfaction 
of  the  just  and  long-deferred  claims  of  our  citizens 
against  her,  and  the  only  means  by  which  she  can 
reimburse  the  United  States  for  the  expenses  of 
the  war,  is  a  cession  to  the  United  States  of  a  por- 
tion of  her  territory.  Mexico  has  no  money  to 
pay,  and  no  other  means  of  making  the  required 
indemnity.  If  we  refuse  this,  we  can  obtain  noth- 
ing else.  To  reject  indemnity,  by  refusing  to  ac- 
cept a  cession  of  territory,  would  be  to  abandon 
all  our  just  demands,  and  to  wage  the  war,  bearing 
all  its  expenses,  without  a  purpose  or  definite  ob- 
ject. 

A  state  of  war  abrogates  treaties  previously  ex- 
isting between  the  belligerents,  and  a  treaty  of 
peace  puts  an  end  to  all  claims  for  indemnity — for 
tortious  acts  committed,  under  the  authority  of  one 
Government  against  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  an- 
other, unless  they  are  provided  for  in  its  stipula- 
tions. A  treaty  of  peace  which  would  terminate 
the  existing  war,  without  providing  for  indemnity, 
would  enable  Mexico — the  acknowledged  debtor, 
and  herself  the  aggressor  in  the  war — to  relieve 
herself  from  her  just  liabilities.  By  such  a  treaty, 
our  citizens,  who  hold  just  demands  against  her, 
would  have  no  remedy  either  against  Mexico  or 
1  their  own  Government.     Our  duty  to  these  citizens 


must  forever  prevent  such  a  peace,  and  no  treaty 
which  does  not  provide  ample  means  of  discharging 
these  demands  can  receive  my  sanction. 

A  treaty  of  peace  should  settle  all  existing  differ- 
ences between  the  two  countries.  If  an  adequate 
cession  of  territory  should  be  made  by  such  a 
treaty,  the  United  States  should  release  Mexico 
from  all  her  lial)ilities,  and  assume  their  payment 
to  our  own  citizens.  If,  instead  of  this,  the  United 
States  were  to  consent  to  a  treaty  by  which  Mexi- 
co should  again  engage  to  pay  the  heavy  amount 
of  indebtedness  which  a  just  indemnity  to  our  Gov- 
ernment and  our  citizens  would  im|iose  on  her,  it 
is  notorious  that  she  does  not  possess  the  means 
to  meet  such  an  undertaking.  From  such  a  treaty 
no  result  could  be  anticipated,  but  the  same  irrita- 
ting disappointments  which  have  heretofore  attend- 
ed the  violations  of  similar  treaty  stipulations  on 
the  part  of  Mexico.  Such  a  treaty  would  be  but 
a  temporary  cessation  of  hostilities,  witliout  the 
restoration  of  the  friendship  and  good  understand- 
ing which  should  characterize  the  future  intercourse 
betvveen  the  two  countries. 

That  Congress  contemplated  the  acquisition  of 
territorial  indemnity  when  that  body  made  provi- 
sion for  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  is  obvious. 
Congress  could  not  have  meant,  when,  in  May, 
184G,  they  appropriated  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and 
authorized  the  President  to  employ  the  militia  and 
naval  and  military  forces  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  accept  the  services  of  fifty  thousand  volunteers., 
to  enable  him  to  prosecute  the  war,  and  when,  at 
their  last  session,  and  after  our  army  had  invaded 
Mexico,  they  made  additional  appropriations  and 
authorized  the  raising  of  additional  troops  for  the 
same  purpose,  that  no  indemnity  was  to  be  ob- 
tained from  Mexico  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war; 
and  yet  it  was  certain,  that  if  no  Mexican  territory 
was  acquired,  no  indemnity  could  be  obtained. 

It  is  further  manifest  that  Congress  contemplated 
territorial  indemnity,  from  the  fact  that,  at  their 
last  session,  an  act  was  passed,  upon  the  Execu- 
tive recommendation,  appropriating  three  millions 
of  dollars  with  that  express  object.  This  appro- 
priation was  made  "  to  enable  the  President  to 
conclude  a  treaty  of  peace,  limits,  and  boundaries, 
with  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  to  be  used  by  him 
in  the  event  that  said  treaty,  when  signed  by  the 
authorized  agents  of  the  two  Governments,  and 
duly  ratified  by  Mexico,  shall  call  for  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof. "  The  object 
of  asking  this  appropriation  was  distinctly  stated  in 
the  several  messageson  the  subject  which  Icommu- 
nicated  to  Congress.  Similar  appropriations  made 
in  1803  and  1806,  which  were  referred  to,  were 
intended  to  be  applied  in  part  consideration  for  the 
cession  of  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas.  In  like 
mannerit  was  anticipated,  that  in  settling  the  terms 
of  a  treaty  of  "  limits  and  boundaries"  with  Mex- 
ico, a  cession  of  territory  estimated  to,be  of  greater 
value  than  the  amount  of  our  demands  against  her 
might  be  obtained;  and  that  the  prompt  payment 
of  this  sum — in  part  consideration  for  the  territory 
ceded — on  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty,  and  its  rati- 
fication on  her  part,  might  be  an  inducement  with 
her  to  make  such  a  cession  of  territory  as  would 
be  satisfactory  to  the  United  States.  And  although 
the  failure  to  conclude  such  a  treaty  has  rendered 
it  unnecessary  to  use  any  part  of  the  three  millions 
of  dollars  appropriated  by  that  act,  and  the  entire 
sum  remains  in  the  Treasury,  it  is  still  applicable 
to  that  object,  should  the  contingency  occur  making 
such  application  proper. 

The  doctrine  of  no  territory  is  the  doctrine  of 
no  indemnity;  and  if  sanctioned,  would  be  a  public 
acknowledgment  that  our  country  was  wrong,  and 
that  the  war  declared  by  Congress  with  extraordi- 
nary unanimity,  was  unjust,  and  should  be  aban- 
doned— an  admission  unfounded  in  fact,  and  de- 
grading to  the  national  character. 

The  terms  of  the  treaty  proposed  by  the  Uriited 
States  were  not  only  just  to  Mexico,  but,  consider- 
ing the  character  and  amount  of  our  claims,  the 
unjustifiable  and  unprovoked  commencement  of 
hostilities  by  her,  the  expenses  of  the  war  to  which 
we  have  been  subjected,  and  the  success  which 
had  attended  our  arms,  were  deemed  to  be  of  a 
most  liberal  character. 

The  commissioner  of  the  United  States  was  au- 
thorized to  agree  to  the  establishment  of  the  Rio 
Grande  as  the  boundary,  from  its  entrance  into  the 
Gulf  to  its  intersection  with  the  southern  bounda- 
ry of  New  Mexico,  in  north  latitude  about  thirty- 
two  degrees,  and  to  obUiiii  a  cession  to  the  United 
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Slates  of  the  provinces  of  New  Mexico  and  the 
Califi)i-nit\s,  and  the  privilege  of  the  n^hl  of  way 
across  tlie  istlimus  of  Teiiuantepec.  The  bounda- 
ry of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  tlie  cession  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  New  Mexico  and  Upper  California, 
constituted  an  ultimatum  which  our  commissioner 
•was,  under  no  circiunstnnces,  to  yield. 

Tlial  it  nii^^lu  be  manifest  not  only  to  Mexico, 
but  to  all  other  nations,  that  the  tJnited  Slates 
■were  not  disposed  to  take'  advantage  of  a  feeble 
Power,  by  insisting  upon  wresting  from  her  all  the 
other  provinces,  including  many  of  her  principal 
towns  and  cities,  which  we  had  conquered  and 
held  in  our  military  occupation,  but  were  willing 
to  conclude  a  treaty  in  a  spirit  of  liberality,  pur 
commissioner  was  authorized  to  stipulate  for  the 
restoration  to  Mexico  of  all  our  other  conquests. 

As  the  territory  to  be  acquired  by  the  boundary 
proposed  might  be  estimated  to  be  of  greater  value 
than  a  fair  equivalent  for  our  just  demands,  our 
commissioner  was  authorized  to  stipulate  for  the 
payment  of  such  additional  pecuniary  considera- 
tion as  was  deemed  reasonable. 

The  terms  of  a  treaty  proposed  by  tlie  Mexican 
commissioners  were  wholly  inadmissible.  They 
neicotiated  as  if  Mexico  were  the  victorious,  and 
not  the  vanquished  party.  They  must  have  Icnown 
that  their  ultimatum  could  never  be  accepted.  It 
required  the  United  States  to  dismember  Texas, 
by  surrendering  to  Mexico  that  part  of  the  terri- 
tory of  that  State  lying  between  the  Nueces  and 
the  Rio  Grande,  included  within  her  limits  by  her 
laws  when  she  was  an  independent  Republic,  and 
■when  she  was  annexed  to  the  United  States  and 
admitted  by  Congress  as  one  of  the  States  of  our 
Union.  It  contained  no  provision  for  the  payment 
by  Mexico  of  the  just  claims  of  our  citizens.  It 
required  indemnity  to  Mexican  citizens  for  injuries 
they  may  have  sustained  by  otu'  troops  in  the  pro- 
secution of  the  war.  It  demanded  the  right  for 
Mexico  to  levy  aiid  collect  the  Mexican  tariff  of 
duties  on  goods  imported  into  her  ports  v/hile  in 
our  military  occupation  during  the  war,  and  the 
owners  of  which  had  paid  to  officers  of  the  United 
States  the  military  contril)utions  which  had  been 
Jevicd  upon  them;  and  it  ofiered  to  cede  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  a  pecuniary  cotisideration,  that  part 
of  Upper  California  lying  north  of  latitude  thirty- 
seven  degrees.  Such  were  the  unreasonable  terms 
proposed  by  the  Mexican  commissioners. 

The  cession  to  the  United  States  by  Mexico,  of 
the  provinces  of  New  Mexico  and  the  Californias, 
as  proposed  by  the  cornmissioner  of  the  United 
States,  it  was  believed,  would  be  more  in  accord- 
ance with  the  convenience  and  interests  of  both 
nations,  than  any  other  cession  of  territory  which 
it  was  probable  Mexico  could  be  induced  to 
make. 

It  is  manifest  to  all  who  liave  observed  the  actual 
condition  of  the  Mexican  Government,  for  some 
years  past,  and  at  present,  that  if  these  provinces 
should  be  retained  by  her,  she  could  not  long  con- 
tinue to  hold  and  govern  them.  Mexico  is  too  fee- 
ble a  Power  to  govern  these  provinces,  lying  as 
they  do  at  a  distance  of  more  than  a  thousand  miles 
from  her  capital,  and,  if  attempted  to  be  retained 
by  her,  they  would  constitute  but  for  a  short  time, 
even  nominally,  a  part  of  her  dominions. 

This  would  be  especially  the  case  with  Upper 
Calif(n-nia.  The  sagacity  of  powerful  European 
nations  has  long  since  directed  their  attention  to  the 
commercial  importance  of  that  province,  and  there 
can  be  littleldoubt  that  the  moment  the  United  Slates 
shall  relinquish  their  present  occupation  of  it,  and 
their  claim  to  it  as  indemnity,  an  cfl'ort  would  be 
made  by  some  foreign  Power  to  po.s.sess  it,  either 
by  con(|uest  or  by  purchase.  If  no  foreign  Gov- 
ernment should  acquire  it  in  cither  of  these  modes, 
an  independent  revolutionary  government  would 
probably  be  established  by  the  inhabitants,  and 
such  foreigners  as  may  lemain  in  or  remove  to  the 
country,  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  known  that  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  have  abandoned  it.  Such  a  Government 
•would  be  too  feeble  long  to  maintain  its  separate 
.independent  existence,  and  would  finally  become 
annexed  to,  or  be  a  dependent  colony  of,  some 
more  pov/erful  State. 

Should  any  foreign  Government  attempt  to  pos- 
Bcss  it  as  a  colony,  or  otherwise  to  incoiporale  it 
with  it.self,  the  prnicipic  avowed  by  President  Mon- 
roe in  18^4,  and  reaffirmed  in  my  first  ainiual  mes- 
Htiire,  that  no  foreign  Power  shall,  with  our  con- 
8cnl,  be  permitted  to  plant  or  estai)lish  any  new 
colony  or  dominion  on  any  part  of  the  North  Ame- 


rican continent,  must  be  maintained.  In  maintain- 
ing this  principle,  and  in  resisting  its  invasion  by 
any  foreign  Power,  we  might  be  involved  in  other 
wars  more  expensive  and  more  difficult  than  that 
in  which  we  are  now  engaired. 

The  provinces  of  New  Mexico  and  the  Califor- 
nias are  contiguous  to  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  if  brought  under  the  government  of  our 
laws,  their  resources — mineral,  agricultural,  manu- 
facturing, and  commercial — would  soon  be  de- 
veloped. 

Upper  California  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
our  Oregon  possessions;  and  if  held  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  would  soon  be  settled  by  a  hardy,  en- 
terprising, and  intelligent  portion  of  our  popula- 
tion. The  bay  of  San  Francisco,  and  other  har- 
bors along  the  Californian  coast,  would  afford 
shelter  for  our  navy,  for  our  numerous  wliale 
ships,  and  other  merchant  vessels  employed  in  the 
Pacific  ocean,  and  would  in  a  short  period  become 
the  marts  of  an  extensive  and  profitable  commerce 
with  China,  and  other  countries  of  the  East. 

These  advantages,  in  which  the  whole  com- 
j  mercial  world  would  participate,  would  at  once  be 
|:  secured  to  the  United  States  by  the  cession  of  this 
'i  territory;  while  it  is  certain  that  as  long  as  it  re- 
ij  mains  a  part  of  the  Mexican  dominions,  they  can 
I  be  enjoyed  neither  by  Mexico  herself  nor  by  any 
|i  other  nation. 

;!  New  Mexico  is  a  frontier  province,  and  has 
never  been  of  any  considerable  value  to  Mexico. 
From  its  locality,  it  is  naturally  connected  with 
our  western  settlements.  The  territorial  limits  of 
the  Stale  of  Texas,  too,  as  defined  by  her  laws, 
before  her  admission  into  our  Union,  embrace  all 
that  portion  of  New  Mexico  lying  east  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  while  Mexico  still  claims  to  hold  this  ter- 
ritory as  a  part  of  her  dominions.  The  adjust- 
nientof  this  question  of  boundary  is  important. 

There  is  another  consideration  which  induced 
the  belief  that  the  Mexican  Government  might 
j  even  desire  to  place  this  province  under  the  pro- 
!  lection  of  the  Government  of  the  United   Stales. 
Numeious   bands  of  fierce  and   warlike  savages 
j  wander  over  it,  and  upon   its  borders.     Mexico 
j  has  been,  and   must  continue  to  be,  too   feeble  to 
t  restrain  them   from  committing  depredations,  rob- 
beries, and  murders,  not  only  upon  the  inhabitants 
of  New  Mexico  itself,  but  upon  those  of  the  other 
northern  States  of  Mexico.    It  would  be  a  blessing 
to  all  these  northern  States  to  have  their  citizens 
protected  against  them  by  the  power  of  the  United 
States.     At  this  moment,  many  Mexicans,  prin- 
cipally females  and  children,  are  in  captivity  among 
them.     If  New  Mexico  were  held  and  governed 
by  the  United  Stales,  we  could  effectually  prevent 
these  tribes  frorn  committing  such  outrages,  and 
compel  thern  to  release  these  captives,  and  restore 
them  to  their  families  and  friends. 

In  proposing  to  acquire  New  Mexico  and  the 
Californias,  it  was  known  that  but  an  inconsider- 
able portion  of  the  Mexican  people  would  be  trans- 
ferred with  them,  the  country  embraced  within 
these  provinces  being  chiefly  an  uninhabited  re- 
gion. 

These  ■were  the  leading  considerations  which 
induced  me  to  authorize  the  terms  of  peace  which 
were  proposed  to  Mexico.  They  ■were  rejected  ; 
and,  negotiations  being  at  an  end,  hostilities  were 
renewed.  An  assault  was  made  by  our  gallant 
army  upon  the  strongly-fortified  places  near  the 
gates  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  upon  the  city 
itself;  and  after  several  days  of  severe  conflict, 
the  Mexican  forces,  vastly  superior  in  number  to 
our  own,  were  driven  from  the  city,  and  it  was  oc- 
cupied by  our  troops. 

Immediately  after  information  was  received  of 
the  unfavorable  result  of  the  negotiations,  believ- 
ing that  his  continued  presence  with  the  army 
could  be  productive  of  no  good,  I  determined  to 
recall  our  commissioner.  A  despatch  to  this  eflect 
was  transmitted  to  him  on  the  6lh  of  October  last. 
I'he  Mexican  Government  will  be  informed  of  his 
recall  ;  and  that,  in  the  existing  state  of  things,  I 
shall  not  deem  it  proper  to  make  any  further  over- 
tures of  peace,  but  shall  be  at  all  times  ready  to 
receive  and  consider  any  proposals  which  may  be 
made  by  Mexico. 

Since  the  liberal  propo.sition  of  the  United  States 
was  authorized  to  be  made  in  April  last,  large  ex- 
penditures have  been  incurred,  and  the  precious 
ijlood  of  many  of  our  patriotic  fellow-citizens  has 
been  .shed  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  This 
consideration,  and  the  obstinate  perseverance  of 


Mexico  in  protracting  the  war,  must  influence  the 
terms  of  peace  which  it  may  be  deemed  proper 
hereafter  to  accept. 

Our  arms  having  been  everywhere  victorious, 
having  subjected  to  our  military  occupation  a  large 
portion  of  the  enemy 's  country,  including-  his  cap- 
ital, and  negotiations  for  peace  having  failed,  the 
important  questions  arise.  In  what  manner  the 
war  ought  to  be  prosecuted.'  and  what  should  be 
our  future  policy.'  I  cannot  doubt  that  w^  should 
secure  and  render  available  the  conquests  which 
we  have  already  made  ;  and  that,  with  this  view, 
we  should  hold  and  occupy,  by  ourniival  and  mil- 
itary forces,  all  the  ports,  towns,  cities,  and  prov* 
inces  now  in  onr  occupation,  or  which  may  here- 
after fall  into  our  possession  ;  that  we  should  press 
forward  our  military  operations,  and  levy  such 
military  contributions  on  the  enemy  as  may,  a."? 
far  as  practicable,  defray  the  future  expenses  of 
the  war. 

Had  the  Govenmient  of  Mexico  acceded  to  the 
equitable  and  liberal  terms  proposed,  that  mode  of 
adjustment  would  have  been  preferred.  Mexico 
having  declined  to  do  this,  and  failed  to  oftcr  aTiy 
other  terms  which  could  be  accepted  by  the  United 
States,  the  national  honor,  no  less  than  the  public 
interests,  requires  that  the  war  should  be  prose- 
cuted with  increased  energy  and  power  until  a  just 
and  satisfactory  peace  can  be  obtained.  In  the 
meantime,  as  Mexico  refuses  all  indemnity,  we 
should  adopt  measures  to  indemnify  ourselves,  by 
appropriating  permanently  a  portion  of  her  terri- 
tory. Early  after  the  commencement  of  the  war. 
New  Mexico  and  the  Californias  were  taken  jios- 
seasion  of  by  our  forces.  Our  military  and  naval 
commanders  were  ordered  to  conquer  and  hold 
them,  subject  to  be  disposed  of  by  a  treaty  of 
peace. 

These  provinces  are  now  in  our  undisputed  occu- 
pation, and  have  been  so  for  many  months;  all  re- 
sistai7ce  on  the  part  of  Mexico  having  ceased  within 
their  limits.  I  am  satisfied  that  they  should  never 
be  surrendered  to  Mexico.  Should  Congress  con- 
cur with  me  in  this  opinion,  and  that  they  should 
be  retained  by  the  United  States  as  indemnity,  I 
can  perceive  no  good  reason  why  the  civil  juris- 
diction and  laws  of  the  United  States  should  not  at 
once  be  extended  over  them.  To  wait  for  a  treaty 
of  peace,  such  as  we  are  willing  to  make,  by  which 
our  relations  towards  thern  would  not  be  changed, 
cannot  be  good  policy;  whilst  our  own  interest, 
and  that  of  the  people  inhabiting  them,  require 
that  a  stable,  responsible,  and  free  government, 
under  our  authority,  should,  as  soon  as  possible, 
be  established  over  them.  Should  Congress, 
therefore,  determine  to  hold  these  provinces  per- 
manently, and  that  they  shall  hereafter  be  con- 
sidered as  constituent  parts  of  our  country,  the 
early  establishment  of  territorial  governments  over 
them  will  be  important  for  the  more  perfect  pro- 
tection of  persons  and  property;  and  I  recommend 
that  such  territorial  governments  be  established. 
It  will  promote  peace  and  tranquillity  among  the 
inhabitants,  by  allaying  all  apprehensions  that 
they  may  still  entertain  of  being  again  subjected 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  Mexico.  I  invite  the  early 
and  favorable  consideration  of  Congress  to  this 
important  suliject. 

Besides  New  Mexico  and  the  Californias,  there 
are  other  Mexican  provinces  which  have  been  re- 
duced to  our  possession  by  conquest.  These  other 
Mexican  provinces  are  now  governed  by  our  mil- 
itary and  naval  commanders,  under  the  general 
authority  which  is  conferred  upon  a  conqueror  by 
the  laws  of  war.  They  should  continue  to  be  held 
as  a  means  of  coercing  Mexico  to  accede  to  just 
terms  of  peace.  Civil  as  well  as  military  officers 
are  required  to  conduct  such  a  government.  Ade- 
quate compensation,  to  be  drawn  from  contribu- 
tions levied  on  the  etiemy,  should  be  fixed  by  law 
for  such  officers  as  may  be  thus  employed.  What 
further  provision  may  become  necessary,  and 
what  final  disposition  it  may  be  proper  to  make 
of  them,  must  depend  on  the  future  progress  of 
the  war,  and  the  course  which  Mexico  may  think 
proper  hereafter  to  pursue. 

With  the  views  1  entertain,  I  caniiot  favor  the 
policy  which  has  been  suggested,  either  to  with- 
draw our  army  altogether,  or  to  retire  to  a  desig- 
nated line,  and  simply  hold  and  defend  it.  To 
withdraw  our  army  altogether  from  the  conquests 
they  have  nnide  by  deeds  of  unparalleled  bravery, 
and  at  the  expense  of  so  much  blood  and  treasure, 
in  a  just  war  on  our  part,  and  one  which,  by  the 
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act  of  the  enemy,  we  could  not  lionorably  have 
avoided,  would  be  to  degrade  the  nation  in  its  own 
estimation  and  in  that  of  the  world. 

To  retire  to  a  line,  and  simply  hold  and  defend 
it,  would  not  terminate  the  war.  On  the  contrary, 
it  would  encourage  Mexico  to  persevere,  and  tend 
to  protract  it  indefinitely.  It  is  not  to  be  expected 
that  Mexico,  after  refusing  to  establish  such  a  line 
as  a  permanent  boundary,  when  our  victorious 
army  are  in  possession  of  her  capital,  and  in  the 
heart  of  her  country,  would  permit  us  to  hold  it 
without  resistance.  That  slie  would  continue  the 
war,  and  in  (he  most  harassing  and  annoying 
forms,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  A  border  warfare 
of  the  most  savage  character,  extending  over  a 
longlifle,  would  be  unceasingly  waged.  It  would 
require  a  large  army  to  be  kept  constantly  in  the 
field,  stationed  at  posts  and^garrisons  along  such  a 
line,  to  protect  antl  defend  it.  The  enemy,  relieved 
from  the  pre,ssure  of  our  arms  on  his  coasts  and  in 
the  populous  parts  of  the  interior,  would  direct  his 
attention  to  this  line,  and,  selecting  an  isolated  post 
for  attack,  would  concentrate  his  forces  upon  it. 
This  would  be  a  condition  of  affairs  which  the 
Mexicans,  pursuing  their  favorite  system  of  guer- 
rilla warfare,  would  probably  prefer  to  any  other. 
Were  we  to  assun'.e  a  defensive  attitude  on  such  a 
line,  all  the  advantages  of  such  a  state  of  war  would 
be  on  the  side  of  the  enemy.  We  could  levy  no 
contriliulions  upon  him,  or  in  any  other  Vi^ay  make 
iiim  fee!  the  pressure  of  the  war,  but  must  remain 
inactive  and  await  his  approach,  being  in  constant 
uncertainty  at  what  point  on  the  line,  or  at  what 
time,  he  might  make  an  assault.  He  may  assem- 
ble and  organize  an  overwhelmingforce  in  the  inte- 
rior, on  his  own  side  of  the  line,  and,  concealing 
his  purpose,  make  a  sudden  assault  upon  some  one 
of  our  posts,  so  distant  from  any  other  as  to  pre- 
vent the  possibility  of  timely  succor  or  reinforce- 
ments; and  in  this  way  jur  gallant  army  would 
be  exposed  to  the  danger  of  being  cut  off  in  detail; 
or  if,  by  their  unequalled  bravery  and  prowess 
everywhere  exhibited  during  this  war,  they  should 
repulse  the  enemy,  their  numbers  stationed  at  any 
one  post  may  be  too  small  to  pursue  him.  If  the 
enemy  be  repulsed  in  one  attack,  he  would  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  retreat  to  his  own  side  of  the 
line,  and,  being  in  no  fear  of  a  pursuing  army,  may 
reinforce  himself  at  leisure,  for  another  attack  on 
the  same  or  some  other  post.  He  may,  too,  cross 
the  line  between  our  posts,  make  rapid  incursions 
into  the  country  which  we  hold,  murder  the  in- 
habitants, commit  depredations  on  them,  and  then 
retreat  to  the  interior  before  a  sufficient  force  can 
be  concentrated  to  pursue  him.  Such  would  prob- 
ably be  the  harassing  character  of  a  mere  defensive 
war  on  our  part.  If  our  forces,  when  attacked,  or 
threatened  with  attack,  be  permitted  to  cross  the 
line,  drive  back  the  enemy,  and  conquer  him,  this 
would  be  again  to  invade  the  enemy's  country, after 
having  lost  all  the  advantages  of  the  conquests  we 
have  already  made,  by  having  voluntarily  aban- 
doned them.  To  hold  such  a  line  successfully  and 
in  security,  it  is  fi\r  from  being  certain  that  it  would 
not  require  as  large  an  army  as  would  be  neces- 
sary to  hold  all  the  conquests  we-have  already 
made,  and  to  continue  the  prosecution  of  the  war 
in  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  country.  It  is  also 
far  from  being  certain  that  the  expenses  of  the  war 
would  be  diminished  by  such  a  policy. 

I  am  persuaded  that  the  best  means  of  vindica- 
ting the  national  honor  and  interest,  and  of  bring- 
ing the  war  to  an  honorable  close,  will  be  to  prose- 
cute it  with  increased  energy  and  power  in  the 
vital  parts  of  the  enemy's  country. 

In  my  annual  message  to  Congress  of  Decem- 
ber last,  I  declared  that  "  the  war  has  not  been 
waged  with  a  view  to  conquest;  but,  having  been 
commenced  by  Mexico,  it  has  been  carried  into 
the  enemy's  country,  and  will  be  vigorously  pros- 
ecuted there,  with  a  view  to  obtain  an  honorable 
peace,  and  thereby  secure  ample  indemnity  for 
the  expen.scs  of  the  war,  as  well  as  to  our  much- 
injured  citizens,  who  hold  large  pecuniary  de- 
mands against  Mexico."  Such,  in  my  judgment, 
continues  to  be  our  true  policy — indeed,  the  only 
policy  which  will  probably  secure  a  permanent 
peace. 

It  has  never  been  contemplated  by  me,  as  an 
object  of  the  war,  to  make  a  permanent  conquest 
of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  or  to  annihilate  her 
separate  existence  as  an  independent  nation.  On 
the  contrary,  it  has  ever  been  my  desire  that  she 
should  maintain  her  nationality,  and,  under  a  good 


government  adapted  to  her  condition,  be  a  free, 
independent,  and  prosperous  Republic.  The  Uni- 
ted States  were  the  first  among  the  nations  to  recog- 
nise her  independence,  and  have  always  desired 
to  be  on  terms  of  amity  and  good  neighborhood 
with  her.  This  she  would  not  suffer.  By  her 
own  conduct  we  have  been  compelled  to  engage  in 
the  present  war.  In  its  prosecution,  we  seek  not 
her  overthrow  as  a  nation;  but,  in  vindicating  our 
national  honor,  we  seek  to  obtain  redress  for  the 
wrongs  she  has  done  us,  and  indemnity  for  our 
just  demands  against  her.  We  demand  an  hon- 
orable peace;  and  that  peace  must  bring  with  it 
indemnity  for  the  past,  and  security  for  the  future. 
Hitherto  Mexico  has  refused  all  accommodation 
by  which  such  a  peace  could  be  obtained. 

Whilst  our  armies  have  advanced  from  victory 
to  victory,  from  the  commencement  of  the  war,  it 
has  always  been  with  the  olive-branch  of  peace  in 
their  hands;  and  it  has  been  in  the  power  of  Mex- 
ico, at  every  step,  to  arrest  hostilities  by  accept- 
ing it. 

One  great  obstacle  to  the  attainment  of  peace 
has,  undoubtedly,  arisen  from  the  fact  that  Mexico 
has  been  so  long  held  in  subjection  by  one  faction 
or  military  usurper  after  another,  and  such  has 
been  the  condition  of  insecurity  in  which  their 
successive  governments  have  been  placed,  that 
each  has  been  deterred  from  making  peace,  lest, 
for  this  very  cause,  a  rival  faction  might  expel  it 
from  power.  Such  was  the  fate  of  President  Her- 
rera's  administration  in  1845,  for  being  disposed 
even  to  listen  to  the  overtures  of  the  United  Slates 
to  prevent  the  war,  as  is  fully  cotifirmed  by  an  of- 
ficial correspondence,  which  took  place  in  the 
month  of  August  last,  between  him  and  his  gov- 
ernment, a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  communi- 
cated. "  For  this  cause  alone,  the  revolution 
which  displaced  him  from  power  was  set  on  foot  " 
by  General  Paredes.  Such  may  be  the  condition 
of  insecurity  of  the  present  Government. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  peaceable  and 
well-disposed  inhabitants  of  Mexico  are  convinced 
that  it  is  the  true  interest  of  their,  country  to  con- 
clude an  honorable  peace  with  the  United  States; 
but  the  apprehension  of  becoming  the  victims  of 
some  military  faction  or  usurper  may  have-pre- 
vented them  from  manifesting  their  feelings  by  any 
public  act.  The  removal  of  any  such  apprehen- 
sion would  probably  cause  them  to  speak  their 
sentiments  freely,  and  to  adopt  the  measures  neces- 
sary for  the  restoration  of  peace.  With  a  people 
distracted  and  divided  by  contending  factions,  and 
a  Government  subject  to  constant  changes  by  suc- 
cessive revolutions,  the  continued  successes  of  our 
arms  may  fail  to  secure  a  satisfactory  peace.  In 
such  event,  it  may  become  proper  for  our  com- 
manding generals  in  the  field  to  give  encourage- 
ment and  assurances  of  protection  to  the  friends 
of  peace  in  Mexico  in  the  establishment  and  main- 
tenance of  a  free  republican  Government  of  their 
own  choice,  able  and  willing  to  conclude  a  peace 
which  would  be  just  to  them,  and  secure  to  us  the 
indemnity  we  demand.  This  may  become  the 
only  mode  of  obtaining  such  a  peace.  Should 
such  be  the  result,  the  war  which  Mexico  has 
forced  upon  us  would  thus  be  converted  into  an 
enduring  blessing  to  herself.  After  finding  her 
torn  and  distracted  by  factions,  and  ruled  by  mili- 
tary usurpers,  we  should  then  leave  her  with  a 
republican  Government  in  the  enjoyment  of  real 
independence  and  domestic  peace  and  prosperity, 
performing  all  her  relative  duties  in  the  great  fami- 
ly of  nations,  and  promoting  her  own  happiness 
by  wise  laws  and  their  faithful  execution. 

If,  after  affording  this  encouragement  and  pro- 
tection, and  after  all  the  persevering  and  sincere 
efforts  we  have  made,  from  the  moment  Mexico 
commenced  the  war,  and  prior  to  that  time,  to  ad- 
just our  differences  with  her,  we  shall  ultimately 
fail,  then  we  shall  have  exhausted  all  honorable 
means  in  pursuit  of  peace,  and  must  continue  to 
occupy  her  country  with  our  troops,  taking  the 
full  measure  of  indemnity  into  our  own  hands, 
and  must  enforce  the  terms  which  our  honor  de- 
mands. 

To  act  otherwise,  in  the  existing  state  of  things 
in  Mexico,  and  to  withdraw  our  army  without  a 
peace,  would  not  only  leave  all  the  wrongs  of 
which  we  com|3lain  unredressed,  but  would  be  the^ 
signal  for  new  and  fierce  civil  dissensions  and  new 
revolutions — all  alike  hostile  to  peaceful  relations 
with  the  United  States. 

JBcsides,  there   is   danger,  if  our  troops  were 


withdrawn  before  a  peace  was  concltj^ed,  that  the 
Mexican  people,  wearied  with  successive  revolu- 
tions, and  deprived  of  protection  for  their  persons 
and  property,  might  at  length  be  inclined  to  yield 
to  foreign  influences,  and  to  cast  themselves  into 
the  arms  of  some  European  monarch  for  protec- 
tion from  the  anarchy  and  suffering  which  would 
ensue.  This  for  our  own  safety,  and  in  pursu- 
ance of  our  established  policy,  we  should  be  com- 
pelled to  resist.  We  could  never  consent  that 
Mexico  should  be  thus  converted  into  a  monarchy 
governed  by  a  foreign  prince. 

Mexico  is  our  near  neighbor,  and  her  bounda- 
ries are  coterminous  with  our  own,  through  the 
whole  extent  across  the  North  American  conti- 
nent, from  ocean  to  ocean.  Both  politically  and 
commercially,  we  have  the  deepest  interest  in  her 
regeneration  and  prosperity.  Indeed,  it  is  impos- 
sible that,  with  any  just  regard  to  our  own  safety, 
we  can  ever  become  indifferent  to  her  fate. 

It  may  be  that  the  Mexican  Government  and 
people  have  misconstrued  or  misunderstood  our 
forbearance,  and  our  objects,  in  desiring  to  con- 
clude an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  existing  dif- 
ferences between  the  two  countries.  They  may 
have  supposed  that  we  would  submit  to  terms  de- 
grading to  the  nation;  or  they  may  have  drawn 
false  inferences  from  the  supposed  division  of 
opinion  in  the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  the 
war,  and  may  have  calculated  to  gain  much  by 
protracting  it;  and,  indeed,  that  we  might  ultimate- 
ly abandon  it  altogether,  without  insisting  on  any 
indemnity,  territorial  or  otherwise.  Whatever 
may  be  the  false  impressions  under  which  they 
have  acted,  the  adoption  and  prosecution  of  the  en- 
ergetic policy  proposed  must  soon  undeceive  them. 

In  the  future  prosecution  of  the  war,  the  enemy 
must  be  made  to  feel  its  pressure  more  than  they 
have  heretofore  done.  At  its  commencement,  it  , 
was  deemed  proper  to  conduct  it  in  a  spirit  of  for- 
bearance and  liberality.  With  this  end  in  view, 
early  measures  were  adopted  to  conciliate,  as  far 
as  a  state  of  war  would  permit,  the  mass  of  the 
Mexican  population;  to  convince  them  that  the  war 
was  waged  not  against  the  peaceful  inhabitants  of 
Mexico,  but  against  their  faithless  Government, 
which  had  commenced  hostilities;  to  remove  from 
their  minds  the  false  impressions  which  their  de- 
signing and  interested  rulers  had  artfully  attempted 
to  make,  that  the  war  on  our  part  was  one  of  con- 
quest; that  it  was  a  war  against  their  religion  and 
their  churches,  which  v/ere  to  be  desecrated  and 
overthrown;  and  that  their  rights  of  person  and 
prr\'ate  property  would  be  violated.  To  remove 
these  false  impressions,  our  commanders  in  the 
field  were  directed  scrupulously  to  respect  their 
religion,  their  churches,  and  their  church  property, 
which  were  in  no  manner  to  be  violated;  they  were 
directed  also  to  respect  the  rights  of  persons  and 
property  of  all  who  should  not  take  up  arms  against 
us. 

Assurances  to  this  effect  were  given  to  the  Mex- 
ican people  by  Major  General  Taylor,  in  a  procla- 
mation issued  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  the  month  of  June,  ]846, 
and  again  by  Major  General  Scott,  who  acted  upon 
his  own  convictions  of  the  propriety  of  issuing  it 
in  a  proclamation  of  the  eleventh  of  May,  1847. 

In  this  spirit  of  liberality  and  conciliation,  and 
with  a  viev/  to  prevent  the  body  of  the  Mexican 
population  from  taking  up  arms  against  us,  was 
the  war  conducted  on  our  part.  Provisions  and 
other  supplies  furnished  to  our  army  by  Mexican 
citizens  were  paid  for  at  fair  and  liberal  prices 
agreed  upon  by  the  parties.  After  the  lapse  of  a 
few  months,  it  became  apparent  that  these  assu- 
rances, and  this  mild  treatment,  had  failed  to  pro- 
duce the  desired  effect  upon  the  Mexican  popula- 
tion. While  the  war  had  been  conducted  on  our 
part  according  to  the  most  humane  and  liberal  prin- 
ciples observed  by  civilized  nations,  it  was  waged 
in  a  far  different  spirit  on  the  part  of  Mexico. 
Not  appreciating  oiu*  forbearance,  the  Mexican 
people  generally  became  hostile  to  the  United 
States,  and  availed  themselves  of  every  opportu- 
nity to  commit  the  most  savage  excesses  upon  our 
troops.  Large  numbers  of  the  population  took 
uparms,  and,  engaging  in  guerrilla  warfare,  robbed 
and  murdered  in  the  most  cruel  manner  iiulividaal 
soldiers,  or  small  parties,  whom  accident  or  other 
causes  had  separated  from  the  main  body  of  our 
army;  bands  of  guerrillcros  and  robbers  infested 
the  roads,  harassed  our  trains,  and,  whenever  it 
was  in  their  power,  cut  oft"  our  supplies. 
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Tlie  Mc-xi»\ns  haviiio;  thus  si. own  ilicmselves 
to  l-e  whiilly  inc;ip'»L>le  of  apprcciniiiig;  our  t'orhear- 
anccftiul  liberaluv,  it  was  deemed  pro|>er  to  change 
the  manner  of  conducting  the  war,  by  malung 
them  feel  its  pressure  according  to  the  usages  ob- 
served under  similar  circumstances  by  all  other 
civilized  nations. 

Accordingly,  as  early  as  the  twenty-second  of 
September, ^]S4G,  instructions  were  given  by  the 
Ser.ret<iry  of  War  to  Major  General  Taylor  to 
"  draw  supplies"  for  our  army  "  from  the  enemy, 
without  jiaying  for  them,  and  to  ret^iiie  contribu- 
tions for  its  support,"  if  in  that  way  he  was  satis-  j 
fied  he  could  "gelabundant  supplies  for  his  forces. "  : 
In  directing  the  execution  of  these  instructions, 
much  was  necessarily  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
commanding  officer,  who  was  best  acquainted  with 
tlie  circumstances  by  which  he  was  sun-ounded, 
the  wants  of  the  army,  and  the  practicability  of 
enforcing  the  measure.  I 

General  Taylor,  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  October, 
184G,  replied,  from  Monterey,  that"  it  would  have 
been  imjiossible  hitherto,  and  is  so  now,  to  sustain 
the  army  to  any  extent  by  forced  contributions  of  ! 
money  or  supplies."  For  the  reasons  assigned 
by  him,  he  did  not  adopt  the  policy  of  his  instruc- 
tions, but  declared  his  readiness  to  do  so,  "  should 
the  army,  in  its  future  operations,  reach  a  jiortion 
of  the  coiMitry  which  may  be  made  to  supply  the 
troops  with  advantage."  He  continued  to  pay  for 
the  articles  of  supply  which  were  drawn  from  the 
enemy's  country.  * 

Similar  instructions  were  issued  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Scott  on  the  third  of  April,  1847,  who  replied, 
from  Jalapa,  on  the  twentieth  of  May,  1847,  that, 
if  it  be  ex|iertcd  that  "  the  army  is  to  support 
itself  by  forced  contributions  levied  upon  the  coun- 
try, we  may  ruin  and  exasperate  the  inhabitants, 
and  starve  ourselves."  The  same  discretion  was 
given  to  him  that  had  been  to  General  Taylor 
in  this  respect.  General  Scott,  for  the  reasons 
assigned  by  him,  also  continued  to  pay  for  the 
articles  of  supply  for  the  army  which  were  drawn 
from  the  enemy. 

After  the  army  had  reached  the  heart  of  the 
most  wealthy  portion  of  Mexico,  it  was  supposed 
that  the  obstacles  which  had  before  that  time  pre- 
vented it  would  not  be  such  as  fo  render  impracti- 
cable the  levy  of  forced  contributions  for  its  sup- 
port; and  on  the  first  of  September,  and  again  on 
the  sixth  of  Octolier,  1847,  the  order  was  repeated 
in  despatches  addressed  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  General  Scott, and  his  attention  was  again  called 
to  the  importance  of  making  the  enemy  bear  the 
burdens  of  the  war  by  requiring  them  to  furnish 
the  means  of  supporting  our  ai-my;  and  he  was 
directed  to  adopt  this  policy,  unless,  by  doing  so, 
there  was  danger  of  depriving  the  army  of  the  ne- 
cessary supplies.  Copies  of  these  des])aches  were 
forwarded  to  General  Taylor  for  his  government. 

On  the  thirty-first  of  March  last,  I  caused  an 
order  to  be  issued  to  our  military  and  naval  com- 
manders to  levy  and  collect  a  military  contribution 
upon  all  vessels  and  merchandise  which  might  en- 
ter any  of  the  ports  of  Mexico  in  our  inilitaiy  oc- 
cupation, and  to  apply  such  contributions  towards 
defrayini;  the  expenses  of  the  war.  By  virtue  of 
the  right  of  conriucst  and  the  laws  of  war,  the  con- 
queror, consulting  his  own  safety  or  convenience, 
may  either  exclude  foreign  commerce  altogether 
from  all  such  ports,  or  permit  it  upon  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  ho  may  prescrilie.  Rcfore  the 
principal  ports  of  Mexico  were  blockaded  by  our 
navy,  the  revenue  derived  from  impost  duties,  tm- 
der  the  laws  of  Mexico,  was  paid  into  the  Mexi- 
can treasury.  After  these  port;?  had  fallen  into 
our  military  possession,  the  blockade  was  raised, 
and  commerce  with  them  permitted  u]ion  pre- 
scribed terms  and  conditions.  They  were  opened 
to  the  trade  of  all  nations  upon  the  payment  of  du- 
ties more  moderate  in  their  amount  than  those 
which  had  been  previously  levied  by  Mexico;  and 
the  revenue,  which  was  formerly  paid  into  tlie 
Mexican  trcasviry,  was  directed  to  be  collcctetj^  by 
our  miliuiry  and  naval  officers,  and  applied  to  the 
use  of  our  army  and  navy.  Care  was  taken  that 
the  officifrs,  soldiers,  and  sailors  of  oiu-  army  and 
navy  should  be  exempted  from  the  operations  of 
the  order;  and  as  the  merchandise  imported  upon 
which  the  order  operated  must  be  ccmsuined  by 
Mexican  citizen.s,  the  contributions  exacted  were, 
in  effect,  the  seizure  of  the  public  revemies  of 
Mexico,  and  the  application  of  them  to  our  own 
use.     In  directing  this  measure,  the  object  was  to 


compel  the  enemy  to  contribute,  as  far  as  practi- 
cable, towards  the  expenses  of  the  war.  j 

For  the  amount  of  contributions  which  have  been 
levied  in  this  form,  1  refer  you  to  the  accomjinny- 
ing  re]iorts  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  by  which  it  ap|)ears  that  a 
sum  exceeding  half  a  million  of  dollars  has  been 
collected.  i 

This  amount  avouU  undoubtedly  have  been 
much  larger,  but  for  the  difficulty  of  keeping  open  ; 
coinmunications  between  the  coast  and  the  interior,  ' 
so  as  to  enable  the  owners  of  the  merchandise  im-  , 
ported,  to  transport  and  vend  it  to  the  inhabitants  i 
of  the  country.  It  is  confidently  expected  that 
this  difficulty  will,  to  a  great  extent,  be  soon  re-  j 
moved  by  our  increased  forces  which  have  been  i 
sent  to  the  field.  | 

Measures  have  recently  been  adopted  by  which  | 
the  internal  as  well  as  external  revenues  of  Mexico,  ! 
in  all   places  in  our   military   occupation,   will    be 
seized  and  appropriated  to  the  use  of  our  army  i 
and  navy.  j 

The  policy  of  levying  upon  the  enemy  contribu-  | 
lions  in  every  form,  consistently  with  the   laws  of  i 
nations,  which  it  may  be  practicable  for  our  mili-  ! 
tary  commanders  to  adopt,   should,  in   my  jndg-  ' 
ment,  be  rigidly  enforced,  and  orders  to  this  eflect 
have  accordingly  been  given.     By  such   a  policy,  I 
at  the  same  time  that  our  own  treasury  will  be  re-  ! 
lieved   from   a  heavy   drain,  the   Mexican  people 
will  be  made  to  feel  the  burdens   of  the  war,  and, 
consulting  their  own  interests,  may  be  induced  the 
more  readily  to  require  their  rulers  to  accede  to  a 
just  peace. 

After  the  adjournment  of  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress, events  transpired  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  which,  in  my  judgment,  required  a  greater 
number  of  troops  in  the  field  than  had  been  antici- 
pated. The  strength  of  the  army  was  accordingly 
increased  by  "acce[)ting"  the  services  of  all  the 
volunteer  forces  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  thir- 
teenth of  May,  1846,  without  putting  a  construc- 
tion on  that  act,  the  correctness  of  which  was  se- 
riously questioned.  The  volunteer  forces  now  in 
the  field,  with  those  which  had  been  "accepted," 
to  "serve  for  twelve  months, "and  were  discharged 
at  the  end  of  their  term  of  service,  exhaust  the 
fifty  thousand  men  authorized  by  that  act.  Had 
it  been  clear  that  a  ])roper  construction  of  the  act 
warranted  it,  the  services  of  an  additional  number 
would  have  been  called  forand  accepted;  butdoubts 
existing  upon  this  point,  the  power  was  not  exer- 
cised. * 

It  is  deemed  important  that  Congres.s  should, 
at  an  early  period  of  their  session,  confer  the  au- 
thority to  raise  an  additional  regular  force  to  serve 
during  the  war  with  Mexico,  and  to  be  discharged 
upon  the  conclusion  and  ratification  of  a  treaty  of 
peace.  I  invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the 
views  presented  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  his 
report  upon  this  subject. 

I  recommend,  also,  that  authority  be  given  by 
law  to  call  for  and  accept  the  services  of  an  addi- 
tional number  of  volunteers,  to  be  exercised  at 
such  time  and  to  such  extent  as  tiie  emergencies 
of  the  service  may  require. 

In  prosecuting  the  war  with  Mexico,  whilst  the 
utmost  care  has  been  taken  to  avoid  every  just 
cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  neutral  nations, 
and  none  has  been  given,  liberal  privileges  have 
been  granted  to  their  commerce  in  the  ports  of  the 
enemy  in  our  military  occupation. 

The  difficulty  with  the  Brazilian  Government, 
which  at  onetime  threatened  to  interrupt  the  friend- 
ly relations  between  the  two  countries,  will,  I  trust, 
be  speedily  adjusted.  1  have  received  information 
that  an  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary to  the  United  States  will  shortly  be  ap- 
pointed by  his  Iinperial  Majesty;  and  it  is  hoped 
that  he  will  come  instructed  and  prepared  to  ad- 
just all  remaining  differences  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments in  a  manner  acceptable  and  honorable  to 
both.  In  the  meantime,  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  nothing  will  occur  to  interrupt  our  am- 
icable relations  with  Brazil. 

It  has  been  my  cotistant  effort  to  maintain  and 
cultivate  the  most  intimate  relations  of  friendship 
with  nil  the  independent  Powers  of  South  Ameri- 
ca; and  this  policy  has  been  attended  with  the 
happiest  results.  It  is  true,  that  the  settlement 
anil  payment  of  many  just  claims  of  American 
citizeii.s  against  these  nations  have  been  long  de- 
layed. The  peculiar  position  in  which  they  have 
been  placed,  and  the  desire  on  the  part  of  my  pre- 


decessors, as  well  as  myself,  to  grant  them  the 
utmost  indulgence,  have  hitherto  prevented  these 
claims  from  beinsi  urged  in  a  iTianner  demanded  by 
strict  justice.  The  time  has  arrived  when  they 
ought  to  be  finally  adjusted  and  liquidated,  and 
effoi-ts  are  now  making  for  that  jinrpose. 

It  is  proper  to  inform  you  that  the  Government 
of  Peru  has  in  good  faith  paid  the  first  two  instal- 
ments of  the  itidemnity  of  thirty  thousand  dollars 
each,  and  the  greater  portion  of  the  interest  due 
thereon,  in  execution  of  the  convention  between 
that  Government  and  the  United  States,  the  ratifi- 
cations of  which  were  exchanged  at  Lima  on  the 
thirty-first  of  October,  1846.  The  Attorney  Gene- 
ral of  the  United  States,  early  in  August  last,  com- 
pleted the  adjudication  of  "the  claims  under  this 
convention,  and  made  his  report  thereon,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act  of  the  eighth  of  August,  1846. 
The  sums  to  which  the  claimants  are  respectively 
entitled,  will  be  paid  on  demand  at  the  Treasury. 

I  invite  the  early  attention  of  Congress  to  the 
present  condition  of  our  citizens  in  China.  Under 
our  treaty  with  that  Power,  American  citizens  are 
withdrawn  from  the  jurisdiction,  whether  civil  or 
criminal,  of  the  Chinese  Government,  and  placed 
under  that  of  our  public  functionaries  in  that  coun- 
try. By  these  alone  can  our  citizens  be  tried  and 
punished  for  the  commission  of  any  crime;  by 
these  alone  can  questions  be  decided  between  them, 
involving  the  rights  of  peison  and  property;  and 
by  these  alone  can  contracts  be  enforced,  into 
which  they  may  have  entered  with  the  citizens  or 
subjects  of  foreign  Powers.  The  merchant  vessels 
of  the  United  States  lying  in  the  waters  of  the  five 
ports  of  Cl'iina  open  to  foreign  commerce  are  under 
the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  officers  of  their  own 
Government.  Until  Congress  shall  establish  com- 
petent tribunals  to  try  and  punish  crimes,  and  to 
exercise  jurisdiction  in  civil  cases  in  China,  Ameri- 
can citizens  there  are  subject  to  no  law  whatever. 
Crimes  may  be  committed  with  impunity,  and 
debts  may  be  contracted  without  any  means  to  en- 
force their  payment.  Inconveniences  have  already 
resulted  from  the  omission  of  Congress  to  legislate 
upon  the  subject,  and  still  greateraie  apprehended. 
The  British  authorities  in  China  have  already  com- 
plained that  this  Government  has  not  provided  for 
the  punishment  of  crimes,  or  the  enforcement  of 
contracts  against  American  citizens  in  that  country, 
whilst  their  Government  has  established  tribimals 
by  which  an  American  citizen  can  recover  debts 
due  from  British  subjects. 

Accustomed  as  the  Chinese  are  to  summary  jus- 
tice, they  could  not  be  made  to  comnrphend  why 
criminals  who  are  citizens  of  the  United  States 
should  escape  with  impunity,  in  violation  of  treaty 
obligations,  whilst  the  punishment  of  a  Chinese, 
who  had  committed  any  crime  against  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  would  be  rigorously  exacted.  Indeed 
the  consequences  might  be  fatal  to  American  citi- 
zens in  China,  should  a  flagrant  crime  be  commit- 
ted by  any  one  of  them  upon  a  Chinese,  and  should 
trial  and  punishment  not  follow  according  to  the 
requisitions  of  the  treaty.  This  might  disturb,  if 
not  destroy,  our  friendly  relations  with  that  em- 
pire, and  cause  an  interruption  of  our  valuable 
commerce. 

Our  treaties  with  the  Sublime  Porte,  Tripoli, 
Tunis,  Morocco,  and  Muscat,  also  require  the 
legislation  of  Congress  to  carry  them  into  execu- 
tion, though  the  necessity  for  immediate  action 
may  not  be  so  urgent  as  in  regard  to  China. 

The  Secretary  of  State  has  submitted  an  esti- 
mate to  defray  the  expense  of  opening  diplomatic 
relations  with  the  Papal  States.  The  interesting 
political  events  now  in  progress  in  these  Slates,  as 
well  as  a  just  regard  to  our  commercial  interests, 
have,  in  my  opinion,  rendered  such  a  measure 
highly  expedient. 

Estimates  liave  also  been  submitted  for  the  out- 
fits and  salaries  of  chargesdes  afiaires  to  the  Repub- 
lics of  Bolivia,  Guatemala,  and  Ecuador.  The 
manifest  importance  of  cultivating  the  mostfriendly 
relations  with  all  the  independent  States  upon  this 
continent  has  induced  me  to  recommend  appro- 
priations necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  these 
missions. 

I  recommend  to  Congress  that  an  appropriation 
be  made,  to  be  paid  tothe  Spanish  Government, 
for  the  purpose  of  distribution  among  the  claim- 
ants in  "  the  Amista;!  case."  I  entertain  the  con- 
viction that  this  is  due  to  Spain  under  the  treaty 
of  the  twentieth  of  October,  17!).');  and,  moreover, 
that,  from  the  earnest  manner  in  which  the  claim 
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conlinues  to  be  urged,  so  long  as  it  sliall  remain 
unsealed,  it  will  be  a  source  of  irritation  and  dis- 
cord between  the  two  countries,  which  may  prove 
highly  prejudicial  to  the  inleiests  of  the  United 
States.  Good  policy,  no  less  than  a  faithful  com- 
pliance with  our  treaty  obligations,  requires  that 
the  inconsiderable  appropriation  demanded  should 
be  made. 

A  detailed  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
finances  will  be  presented  in  the  annual  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  imports  for 
the  last  fiscal  year,  ending  on  the  thirtieth  of  June, 
1847,  were  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  forty- 
six  million  five  hundred  and  forty-five  thousand 
six  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars;  of  which  the 
amount  exported  was  eight  million  eleven  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars,  leaving 
one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  million  five  hundred 
and  thirty-four  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty 
dollars  in  the  country  for  domestic  use.  The 
value  of  the  exports  for  the  same  period  was  one 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  million  six  hundred  and 
forty-eight  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-two 
dollars;'of  which  one  hundred  and  fifty  million 
six  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  sixty-four  dollars  consisted  of  domestic 
productions,  and  eight  million  eleven  thousand 
one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars  of  foreign  arti- 
cles. 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury  for  the  same  pe- 
riod amounted  to  twenty-six  million  three  hundred 
and  forty-six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety 
dollars  and  thirty-seven  cents,  of  which  there  was 
derived  from  cusloiris  twenty-three  million  seven 
hundred  and  forty-seven  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-four  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents;  froiri 
sales  of  public  lands,  two  million  four  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  thousand  three  hundred  and  thir- 
ty-five dollars  and  twenty  cents;  and  from  inci- 
dental and  miscellaneous  sources,  one  hundred 
thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy  dollars  and 
fifty-one  cents.  The  last  fiscal  year  during  which 
this  amount  was  received  embraced  five  months 
under  the  operation  of  the  tariff  act  of  184'2,  and 
seven  months  during  which  the  tariff  act  of  1846 
was  in  force.  During  the  five  months  under  the 
act  of  1842,  the  amount  received  from  customs 
was  seven  million  eight  hundred  and  forty-two 
thousand  three  hundred  and  six  dollars  and  nine- 
ty cents;  and  during  the  seven  months  under  the 
act  of  1846  the  amount  received  was  fifteen  million 
nine  hundred  and  five  thousand  five  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  dollars  and  seventy-six  cents. 

The  net  revenue  from  customs  during  the  year 
ending  on  the  first  of  December,  1846,  being  the 
last  year  under  the  operation  of  the  tariff  act  of 
1842,  was  twenty-two  million  nine  hundred  and 
seventy-one  thousand  four  hundred  and  three  dol- 
lars and  ten  cents;  and  the  net  revenue  from 
customs  during  the  year  ending  on  the  first  of 
December,  1847,  being  the  first  year  under  the 
ojieration  of  the  tariff" act  of  1846,  was  about  thirty- 
one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars;  being 
an  increase  of  revenue  for  the  first  year  under  the 
tariff  act  of  1846,  of  more  than  eight  million  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  over  that  of  the  last 
year  under  the  tariff  of  1842. 

The  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
on  the  thirtieth  of  June  last,  were  fifty  nine  mil- 
lion four  hundred  and  fifty-one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents; 
of  which  three  million  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  thousand  and  eighty-two  Hollars  and  thirty- 
seven  cents,  was  on  account  of  payment  of  prin- 
cipal and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  including 
treasury  notes  redeemed  and  not  funded.  The  ex- 
penditures, exclusive  of  payment  of  public  debt, 
were  fifty-five  million  nine  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  thousand  and  nin€ty-five  dollars  and  twenty- 
eight  cents. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  receipts  into  the  treasury 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  thirtieth  of  June, 
1848,  including  the  balance  in  the  treasury  on  tli.e 
first  of  July  last,  will  amount  to  forty-two  million 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-six  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  dollars  and  eighty  cents,  of 
which  thirty-one  million,  it  is  estimated,  will  be 
derived  from  customs;  three  million  five  liundred 
thousand  from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands;  four 
hundred  thousand  from  incidental  sources,  inclu- 
ding sales  made  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury; 
and  six  million  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  thou- 
sand two  liundred  and  ninety-four  dollars  and  fif- 
ty-five cents  from  loans  already  authorized  by  law, 


which,  together  with  the  balance  in  the  treasury 
on  the  first  of  July  last,  make  the  sum  estimated. 

The  expenditures  for  the  same  period,  if  peace 
with  Mexico  shall  not  be  concluded,  and  the  army 
shall  be  increased  as  is  proposed,  will  amount,  in- 
cluding the  necessary  payments  on|account  of  princi- 
pal and  interest  of  the  public  debt  and  treasury  notes, 
to  fifty-eight  million  six  hundred  and  fifteen  thou- 
sand six  liundred  and  sixty  dollars  and  seven  cents. 

On  the  first  of  the  piesent  month,  the  amount  of 
the  public  debt  actually  incurred,  including  treasu- 
ry notes,  was  forty-five  million  six  hundred  and  fif- 
ty-nine thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars 
and  forty  cents.  The  public  debt  due  on  the  fourth 
of  March,  1845,  including  treasury  notes,  was  sev- 
enteen million  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dollars 
and  sixty-two  cents;  and  consequently  the  addition 
made  to  the  public  debt  since  that  time  is  twenty- 
seven  million  eight  hundred  and  seventy  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine  dollars  and  seventy- 
eight  cents. 

Of  the  loan  of  twenty-three  millions,  authorized 
by  the  act  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  January,  1847, 
the  sum  of  five  millions  was  paid  out  to  the  public 
creditors,  or  exchanged  at  par  for  specie;  the  re- 
maining eighteen  millions  was  offered  for  specie  to 
the  highest  bidder  not  below  par,  by  an  advertise- 
ment issued  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
published  from  the  ninth  of  February  until  the 
tenth  of  April,  1847,  when  it  was  awarded  to  the 
several  highest  bidders,  at  premiums  varying  from 
one-eighth  of  one  per  cent,  to  two  per  cent,  above 
par.  The  premium  has  been  paid  into  the  treasu- 
ry, and  the  sums  awarded  deposited  in  specie  in 
the  treasury  as  fast  as  it  was  required  by  the  wants 
of  the  Government. 

To  meet  the  expenditures  for  the  remainder  of 
the  present  and  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  ending  on 
the  thirtieth  of  June,  1849,  a  further  loan,  in  aid 
of  the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  Government,  will 
be  nece.ssary.  Retaining  a  sufficient  surplus  in  the 
treasury,  the  loan  required  for  the  remainder  of 
the  present  fiscal  year  will  be  about  eighteen  mil- 
lion five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  If  the  duty 
on  tea  and  coffee  be  imposed,  and  the  graduation 
of  the  price  of  the  public  lands  shall  be  made  at  an 
early  period  of  your  session,  as  recommended,  the 
loan  for  the  present  fiscal  year  may  be  reduced  to 
seventeen  millions  of  dollars.  The  loan  may  be 
further  reduced  by  whatever  amount  of  expendi- 
tures can  be  saved  by  military  contributions  col- 
lected in  Mexico.  The  most  vigorous  measures 
for  the  augmentation  of  these  contributions  have 
been  directed,  and  a  very  considerable  sum  is  e.x- 
pected  from  that  source.  Its  amount  cannot,  how- 
ever, be  calculated  with  any  certainty.  It  is  re- 
commended that  the  loan  to  be  made  be  authorized 
upon  the  same  terms,  and  for  the  same  time,  as 
that  which  was  authorized  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  the  twenty-eighth  of  January,  1847. 

Should  the  war  with  Mexico  be  continued  until 
the  thirtieth  of  June,  1849,  it  is  estimated  that  a 
further  loan  of  twenty  million  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  will  be  required  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  on  that  day,  in  case  no  duty  be  imposed 
on  tea  and  coffee,  and  the  public  lands  be  not  re- 
duced and  graduated  in  price,  and  no  military  con- 
tribution shall  be  collected  in  Mexico.  If  the  duty 
on  tea  and  coffee  be  imposed,  and  the  lands  be 
reduced  and  graduated  in  price,  as  proposed,  the 
loan  may  be  reduced  to  seventeen  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  will  be  subject  to  be  still  further  reduced 
by  the  amount  of  the  military  contributions  which 
may  be  collected  in  Mexico.  It  is  not  proposed, 
however,  at  present,  to  ask  Congress  for  authority 
to  negotiate  this  loan  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  as  it 
is  hoped  that  the  loan  asked  for  the  remainder  of 
the  present  fiscal  year,  aided  by  military  contribu- 
tions which  may  be  collected  in  Mexico,  may  be 
sufficient.  If,  contrary  to  my  expectation,  there 
should  be  a  necessity  for  it,  the  fact  will  be  com- 
municated to  Congress  in  time  for  their  action 
during  the  present  session.  In  no  event  will  a  sum 
exceeding  six  millions  of  dollars  of  this  amount  be 
needed  before  the  meeting  of  the  session  of  Con- 
gress in  December,  1848. 

The  act  of  the  thirtieth  of  July,  1846,  "  reducing 
the  duties  on  inifJoris,"  has  been  in  force  since  the 
first  of  December  last;  and  I  am  gratified  to  state, 
that  all  the  beneficial  effects  which  were  anticipa- 
ted from  its  operation  have  been  fully  realized. 
The  public  revenue  derived  from  customs  during 
the  year  ending  on  the  first  of  December,  1847,  ex- 


ceeds by  more  than  eight  millions  of  dollars  the 
amount  received  in  the  preceding  year  under  the 
operation  of  the  act  of  1842,  which  was  superse- 
ded and  repealed  by  it.  Its  effects  are  visible  in 
the  great  and  almost  unexampled  prosperity  which 
prevails  in  every  branch  of  business. 

While  the  repeal  of  the  prohibitory  and  restrict- 
ive duties  of  the  act  of  1842,  and  the  substitution 
in  their  place  of  reasonable  revenue  rates  levied  on 
articles  imported  according  to  their  actual  value, 
has  increased  the  revenue  and  augmented  our  for- 
eign trade,  all  the  great  interests  of  the  country 
have  been  advanced  and  promoted. 

The  great  and  important  interests  of  agriculture, 
which  had  been  not  only  too  much  neglected,  but 
actually  taxed  under  the  protective  policy  for  the 
benefit  of  other  interests,  have  been  relieved  of  the 
burdens  which  that  policy  imposed  on  thein;  and 
our  farmers  and  planters,  under  a  more  just  and 
liberal  commercial  policy,  are  finding  new  and 
profitable  markets  abroad  for  their  augmented 
products. 

Our  commerce  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  is  ex- 
tending more  widely  the  circle  of  international  ex- 
changes. Great  as  has  been  the  increase  of  our 
imports  during  the  past  year,  our  exports  of  do- 
mestic products  sold  in  foreign  markets  have 
been  still  greater. 

Our  navigating  interest  is  eminently  prosperous. 
The  number  of  vessels  built  in  the  United  States 
has  been  greater  than  during  any  preceding  period 
of  equal  length.  Large  profits  have  been  derived 
by  those  who  have  constructed  as  well  as  by  those  , 
who  have  navigated  them.  Should  the  ratio  of 
increase  in  the  number  of  our  merchant  vessels  be 
progressive,  and  be  as  great  for  the  future  as  du- 
ring the  past  year,  the  time  is  not  distant  when  our 
tonnage  and  commercial  marine  will  be  larger  than 
that  of  any  other  nation  in  the  world. 

Whilst  the  interests  of  agriculture,  of  com- 
merce, and  of  navigation,  have  been  enlarged  and 
invigorated,  it  is  highly  gratifying  to  observe  that 
our  manufactures  are  also  in  a  prosperous  condi- 
tion. None  of  the  ruinous  effects  upon  this  in- 
terest which  were  apprehended  by  some,  as  the 
result  of  the  operation  of  the  revenue  system  es- 
tablished by  the  act  of  1846,  have  been  experi- 
enced. On  the  contrary,  the  number  of  manufac- 
tories, and  the  amount  of  capital  invested  in  them, 
is  steadily  and  rapidly  increasing,  affording  grati- 
fying proofs  that  American  enterprise  and  skill 
employed  in  this  branch  of  domestic  industry, 
with  no  other  advantages  than  those  fairly  and  in- 
cidentally accruing  from  a  just  system  of  revenue 
duties,  are  abundantly  able  to  meet  successfully 
all  competition  from  abroad,  and  still  derive  fair 
and  remunerating  profits. 

While  capital  invested  in  manufactures  is  yield- 
ing adequate  and  fair  profits  under  the  new  sys- 
tem, the  wages  of  labor,  whether  employed  in 
manufactures,  agriculture,  commerce,  or  naviga- 
tion, have  been  augmented.  The  toiling  millions, 
whose  daily  labor  furnishes  the  supply  of  food 
and  raiment,  and  all  the  necessaries  and  comforts 
of  life,  are  receiving  higher  wages,  and  more 
steady  and  permanent  employment,  than  in  any 
other  country,  or  at  any  previous  period  of  our 
own  history. 

So  successful  have  been  all  branches  of  our  in- 
dustry, that  a  foreign  war,  which  generally  dimin- 
ishes the  resources  of  a  nation,  has  in  no  essential 
degree  retarded  our  onward  progress,  or  checked 
our  general  prosperity. 

With  such  gratifying  evidences  of  prosperity, 
and  of  the  successful  operation  of  the  revenue  act 
of  1846,  every  consideration  of  public  policy  re- 
commends that  it  shall  remain  unchanged.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  system  of  impost  duties  which  it 
established  may  be  regarded  as  the  permanent  pol- 
icy of  the  country,  and  that  the  great  interests  af- 
fected by  it  may  not  again  be  subject  to  be  injuri- 
ously disturbed,  as  they  have  heretofore  been,  by 
frequent  and  sometimes  sudden  changes. 

For  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  revenue,  and 
without  changing  or  modifying  the  rates  imposed 
by  the  act  of  1846  on  the  dutiable  articles  em- 
braced by  its  provisions,  I  again  recommend  to 
your  favorable  consideration  the  expediency  of 
levying  a  revenue  duty  on  tea  and  cofiee.  The 
policywhich  exempted  these  articles  fiom  duty 
during  peace,  and  when  the  revcnuo  to  be  derived 
from  them  was  not  needed,  ceases  to  exist  when 
the  country  is  engaged  in  war,  and  requires  the 
use  of  all   its   available   resources.     It  is   a   lax 
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which  woulcf be  so  generally  diffused  among  the 
people,  that  it  would  be  telt  oppiessively  by  none, 
and  be  complained  of  by  none.  It  is  believed  that 
there  are  not,  in  the  list  of  imported  articles,  any 
M'hich  are  more  properly  the  subject  of  war  duties 
than  tea  and  coffee. 

It  is  ■estimated  that  three  millions  of  dollars 
would  he  derived  annually  by  a  moderate  duty 
imposed  on  these  articles. 

Should  Con<rress  avail  itself  of  this  additional 
source  of  revenue,  not  only  would  the  amount  of 
the  [lublic  loan  rendered  necessary  by  the  war  with 
Mexico  be  diminished  to  that  extent,  but  the  pub- 
lic credit,  and  the  public  confidence  in  the  ability 
and  determination  of  the  Government  to  meet  all 
its  en2;aq;emenls  promptly,  would  be  more  firmly 
established,  and  the  reduced  amount  of  the  loan 
which  it  may  lie  necessary  to  negotiate  could  prob- 
ably be  obtained  at  cheaper  I'ates. 

Congress  is,  therefore,  called  upon  to  determine 
whether  it  is  wiser  to  impose  the  war  duties  re- 
commended, or,  by  omitting  to  do  so,  increase  the 
public  debt  annually  three  millions  of  dollars  so 
long  as  loans  shall  be  required  to  prosecute  the 
war,  and  afterwards  provide,  in  some  other  form, 
to  pay  the  semi-annual  interest  upon  it,  and  ulti- 
mately to  extinguish  the  principal.  If,  in  addition 
to  these  duties,  Congres.s  should  graduate  and 
reduce  the  price  of  such  of  the  ]iublic  lands  as  ex- 
perience has  proved  will  not  command  the  [)rice 
filaced  upon  them  by  the  Government,  an  addi- 
tional annual  income  to  the  treasury  of  between 
half  a  million  and  a  million  of  dollars,  it  is  estima- 
tctl,  would  be  derived  from  this  source.  Should 
both  measmcs  receive  the  sanction  of  Congress, 
the  annual  amount  of  public  debt  necessary  to  be 
contracted  during  the  continuance  of  the  war  would 
be  reduced  near  four  inillions  of  dollars.  The  du- 
ties recommended  to  be  levied  on  tea  and  cofl'ee,  it 
is  proposed  shall  be  limited  in  their  duration  to  the 
end  of  the  war,  and  until  the  public  debt  rendered 
necessary  to  be  contracted  by  it  shall  bedischarged. 
The  amount  of  the  public  debt  to  be  contracted 
should  be  limited  to  the  lowest  practicable  sum, 
and  should  be  extinguished  as  early  after  the  con- 
clusion of  the  war  as  the  means  of  the  treasury 
will  permit. 

With  this  view,  it  i.s  recommended  that,  as  soon 
as  the  war  shall  be  over,  all  the  surplus  in  the 
treasury,  not  needed  for  other  indispensable  ob- 
jects, shall  constitute  a  sinking  fund,  and  be  ap- 
plied to  the  purchase  of  the  funded  debt,  and  that 
authority  be  conferred  by  law  for  that  purpose. 

The  actof  the  sixth  of  August,  184fi,  "to  establish 
a  warehousing  system,"  has  been  in  operation 
more  than  a  year,  and  has  proved  to  be  an  impor- 
tant auxiliary  to  the  tariff'  act  of  1846,  in  aug- 
menting the  revenue,  and  extending  the  commerce 
of  the  counti-y.  Whilst  it  has  tended  to  enlarge 
commerce,  it  has  been  beneficial  to  our  manufac- 
tures, by  diminishing  forced  sales  at  auction  of 
foreign  goods  at  low  piices,  to  raise  the  duties  to 
be  advanced  on  them,  and  by  chc(;king  fluctuations 
in  the  market.  The  system,  although  sanctioned 
by  the  experience  of  other  countries,  was  entirely 
new  in  the  United  Slates,  and  is  susceptible  of  im- 
provement in  .some  of  its  provisions.  The  Secre- 
tary uf  the  Treasury,  upon  whom  was  devolved 
large  discretionary  powers  in  carrying  this  meas- 
ure into  effect,  has  collected,  and  is  now  collating, 
the  practical  results  of  the  system  in  other  coun- 
tries, where  it  has  long  been  established,  and  will 
report  at  an  early  period  of  your  session  such  fur- 
ther regulations  suggested  by  the  investigation  as 
may  render  it  still  moie  effective  and  beneficial. 

By  the  act  to  "provide  for  the  better  organiza- 
tion of  the  treasury,  and  for  the  collection,  safe- 
keeping, and  disbursement  of  the  public  revenue," 
all  banks  were  di.-3continued  as  fiscal  agents  of  the 
Government,  and  the  paper  currency  issued  by 
thftm  was  no  longer  permitted  to  be  received  in 
payment  of  public  dues. 

The  constitutional  treasury  created  by  this  act 
went  into  operation  on  the  fir.st  of  January  last. 
Under  the  system  established  by  it,  the  public 
moneys  have  been  collected,  safely  kept,  and  dis- 
bursed by  the  direct  a'^jcncy  of  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  gold  and  silver;  and  transfeia  of  large 
amounts  have  been  made  from  points  of  collection 
to  [loiiits  of  di.sbursenicnt,  without  loss  to  the  trea- 
sury, or  injury  or  inconvenience  to  the  trade  of 
the  coiuitry. 

While  the  fiscal  operations  of  the  Government 
have    been   conducted  with    regularity  and  case, 


under  this  system,  it  has  had  a  salutary  effect  in 
checking  and  preventing  an  undue  inflation  of  the 
paper  currency  issued  by  the  banks  which  exist 
under  State  charters.  Requiring,  as  it  does,  all 
dues  to  the  Government  to  be  paid  in  gold  and 
silver,  its  effect  is  to  restrain  excessive  issues  of 
bank  paper  by  the  banks  disproportioneil  to  the 
specie  in  their  vaults,  for  the  reason  that  they  are 
at  all  times  liable  to  be  called  on  by  the  holders  of 
their  notes  for  their  redemption,  in  order  to  obtain 
specie  for  the  payment  of  duties  and  other  public 
dues.  The  banks,  therefore,  must  keep  their  busi- 
ness within  prudent  limits,  and  be  always  in  a 
condition  to  meet  such  calls,  or  run  the  hazard  of 
being  compelled  to  suspend  specie  payments,  and 
be  thereby  discredited.  The  amount  of  specie  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  during  the  last  fiscal 
year  was  twenty-four  million  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
dollars;  of  which  there  was  retained  in  the  country 
twenty-two  million  two  hundred  and  seventy-six 
thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy  dollars.  Had 
the  former  financial  system  prevailed,  and  the 
public  moneys  been  placed  on  deposite  in  banks, 
nearly  the  whole  of  this  amount  would  have  gone 
into  their  vaults,  not  to  be  thrown  into  circulation 
by  them,  but  to  be  withheld  from  the  hands  of  the 
people  as  a  currency,  and  made  the  basis  of  new 
and  enormous  issues  of  bank  paper.  A  large  pro- 
portion of  the  specie  imported  has  been  paid  into 
the  treasury  for  public  dues;  and  after  having  been, 
to  a  great  extent,  recoined  at  the  mint,  has  been 
paid  out  to  the  public  creditors,  and  gone  into  cir- 
culation as  a  currency  among  the  people.  The 
amount  of  gold  and  silver  coin  now  in  circulation 
in  the  country  is  larger  than  at  any  former  period. 

The  financial  system  established  by  the  consti- 
tutional treasury  has  been,  thus  far,  eminently  suc- 
cessful in  its  operations;  and  I  recommend  an  ad- 
herence to  all  its  essential  provisions,  and  espe- 
cially to  that  vital  provision  which  wholly  separates 
the  Government  from  all  connexion  with  banks, 
and  excludes  bank  paper  from  all  revenue  receipts. 

In  some  of  its  details,  not  involving  its  general 
principles,  the  system  is  defective,  and  will  require 
modification.  These  defects,  and  such  amend- 
ments as  are  deemed  important,  were  set  forth  in 
the  last  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  theTreas- 
ury.  These  amendments  are  again  recommend- 
ed to  the  early  and  favorable  consideration  of  Con- 
gress. 

During  the  past  year,  the  coinage  at  the  mint 
and  its  branches  has  exceeded  twenty  millions  of 
dollars.  This  has  consisted  chiefly  in  converting 
the  coins  of  foreign  countries  into  American  coin. 

The  largest  amount  of  foreign  coin  imported  has 
been  received  at  New  York;  and  if  a  branch  mint 
were  established  at  that  city,  all  the  foreign  coin 
received  at  that  port  could  at  once  be  converted 
into  our  own  coin,  without  the  expense,  risk  and 
delay  of  transporting  it  to  the  mint  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  the  amount  recoined  would  be  much 
larger. 

Experience  has  proved  that  foreign  coin,  and 
especially  foreign  gold  coin,  will  not  circulate  ex- 
tensively as  a  currency  among  the  people.  The 
important  measure  of  extending  our  specie  circu- 
lation, both  of  gold  and  silver,  and  of  diffusing  it 
among  the  people,  can  only  be  effected  by  convert- 
ing such  foreign  coin  into  American  coin.  I  repeat 
the  recommendation  contained  in  my  last  annual 
message  for  the  establishment  of  a  branch  of  the 
mint  of  the  United  States  at  the  city  of  New  York. 

All  the  public  lands  which  had  been  surveyed 
and  were  ready  for  market  have  been  proclaimed 
for  sale  during  the  past  year.  The  quantity  offer- 
ed and  to  be  offered  for  sale,  under  proclamations 
issued  since  the  firstof  January  last,  amounts  to  nine 
million  one  hundred  and  thirty-ei^ht  thousand  five 
hundred  and  thirty-one  acres.  The  prosperity  of 
the  western  States  and  Territories  in  which  these 
lands  lie  will  be  advanced  by  their  speedy  sale.  By 
withholding  them  from  market,  their  growth  and 
increase  of  population  would  be  retiu'ded,  while 
thousands  of  our  enterprising  and  meritorious 
frontier  population  would  be  deprived  of  the  op- 
portunity of  securing  freeholds  for  themselves  and 
their  families.  But  in  addition  to  the  general  con- 
.siderationjs  which  rendered  the  early  sale  of  these 
lands  projier,  it  was  a  leading  object  at  this  time 
to  derive  as  largo  a  sum  as  [lossible  from  this 
source,  ivnd  thu.s  diminish,  by  that  amount,  the 
public  loan  rendered  necessary  by  the  existence  of 
a  foreign  war. 


It  is  estimated  that  not  less  than  ten  millions  of 
acres  of  the  public  lands  will  be  surveyed  and  be 
in  a  condition  to  be  proclaimed  for  sale  during  the 
year  1848. 

In  my  last  annual  message  I  presented  the  rea- 
sons which,  in  my  judgment,  rendered  it  proper  to 
graduate  and  reduce  the  price  of  such  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  as  have  remained  unsold  for  long  periods 
after  they  had  been  offered  for  sale  at  public  auc- 
tion. 

Many  millions  of  acres  of  public  lands  lying 
within  the  limits  of  several-  of  the  western  States 
have  been  offered  in  the  market,  and  been  subject 
to  sale  at  private  entry  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
and  large  quantities  for  more  than  thirty  years,  at 
the  lowest  price  prescribed  by  the  existing  laws, 
and  it  has  been  found  that  they  will  not  command 
that  price.  They  must  remain  unsold  and  uncul- 
tivated for  an  indefinite  period,  unless  the  price 
demanded  for  them  by  the  Government  shall  be 
reduced.  No  satisfactory  reason  is  perceived  why 
they  should  be  longer  held  at  rates  above  their 
real  value.  At  the  present  period,  an  additional 
reason  exists  for  adopting  the  measure  recom- 
mended. When  the  country  is  engaged  in  a  foiv 
eign  war,  and  we  must  necessarily  resort  to  loans, 
it  would  seem  to  be  the  dictate  of  wisdom  that  we 
should  avail  ourselves  of  all  our  resources,  and 
thus  limit  the  amount  of  the  public  indebtedness  to 
the  lowest  possible  sum. 

I  recoirimend  that  the  existing  laws  on  the  sub- 
ject of  preemption  rights  be  amended  and  modified 
so  as  to  operate  prospectively,  and  to  embrace  all 
who  may  settle  upon  the  public  lands  and  make 
improvements  upon  them  before  they  are  surveyed, 
as  well  as  afterwards,  in  all  cases  where  such  set- 
tlements may  be  made  after  the  Indian  title  shall 
have  been  extinguished. 

If  the  right  of  preemption  be  thus  extended,  it 
will  embrace  a  large  and  meritorious  class  of  our 
citizens.  It  will  increase  the  number  of  small 
freeholders  upon  our  borders,  who  will  be  enabled 
thereby  to  educate  their  children  and  oiherw'ise 
improve  their  condition,  while  they  will  be  found 
at  all  times,  as  they  have  ever  proved  themselves 
to  be,  in  the  hour  of  danger  to  their  country, 
among  our  hardiest  and  best  volunteer  soldiers, 
ever  ready  to  tender  their  services  in  cases  of 
emergency,  and  among  the  last  to  leave  the  field  as 
long  as  an  enemy  remains  to  be  encountered.  Such 
a  policy  will  also  impress  these  patriotic  pioneer 
emigrants  with  deeper  feelings  of  gratitude  for  the 
parental  care  of  their  Government,  when  they  find 
their  dearest  interests  secured  to  them  by  the  per- 
manent laws  of  the  land,  and  that  they  are  no 
longer  in  danger  of  losing  their  homes  and  hard- 
earned  improvements  by  being  brought  into  com- 
petition with  a  more  wealthy  class  of  purchasers 
at  the  land  sales. 

The  attention  of  Congress  was  invited,  at  their 
last  and  the  preceding  session,  to  the  importance 
of  establishing  a  Territorial  Government  over  our 
possessions  in  Oregon;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  there  was  no  legislation  on  the  subject.  Our 
citizens  who  inhabit  that  distant  region  of  country 
are  still  left  without  the  protection  of  our  laws,  or 
any  regularly  organized  government.  Before  the 
question  of  limits  and  boundaries  of  the  Territory 
of  Oregon  was  definitely  settled,  from  the  neces- 
sity of  their  condition,  the  inhabitants  had  estab- 
lished a  temporary  government  of  their  own.  Be- 
sides the  want  of  legal  authority  for  continuing 
such  a  government,  it  is  wholly  inadequate  to  pro- 
tect them  in  their  rights  of  person  aiul  property,  or 
to  secure  to  them  the  enjoyment  of  the  privileges 
of  other  citizens,  to  which  they  are  entitled  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  They  should 
have  the  right  of  suffiage,  be  represented  in  a  Ter- 
ritorial Legislature,  and  by  a  delegate  in  Congress, 
and  jiossess  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which 
citizens  of  other  portions  of  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States  have  heretofore  enjoyed,  or  may 
now  enjoy. 

Our  judicial  system,  revenue  laws,  laws  regu- 
lating trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  the  protection  of  our  laws  generally,  should 
be  cxtentled  over  them. 

In  addition  to  the  inhabitants  in  that  Territory 
who  had  previously  emigrated  to  it,  large  numbers 
of  our  citizens  have  followed  them  during  the  pres- 
ent year;  and  it  is  not  doubted  that  during  the 
next  and  subsequent  years  their  numbers  will  be 
greatly  increased. 

Congress,  at  its  last  session,  established  post- 
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routes  leading;  to  Oregon,  and  between  different 
points  within  that  Territory,  and  authorized  the 
establishment  of  post-officea  at  "Astoria  and  such 
other  places  on  the  coasts  of)  the  Pacific,  within  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,  as  the  public  inter- 
ests may  require."  Post  offices  have  accordingly 
been  established,  deputy  postmasters  appointed, 
and  provision  made  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mails. 

The  preservation  of  peace  with  the  Indian  tribes 
residing  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  will  render 
it  proper  that  authority  should  be  given  by  law  for 
the  appointment  of  an  adequate  number  of  Indian 
agents  to  reside  among  them. 

I  recommend  that  a  surveyor  general's  office  be 
established  in  that  Territory,  and  that  the  public 
lands  be  surveyed  and  brought  into  market  at  an 
early  period. 

I  recommend,  also,  that  grants,  upon  liberal 
terms,  of  limited  quantities  of^  the  public  lands,  be 
made  to  all  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  have 
emigrated,  or  may  hereafter  within  a  prescribed 
period  emigrate  to  Oregon,  and  settle  upon  them. 
These  hardy  and  adventurous  citizens,  who  have 
encountered  the  dangers  aud  privations  of  a  long 
and  toilsome  journey,  and  have  at  length  found 
an  abiding-place  for  themselves  and  their  families 
upon  the  utmost  verge  of  our  western  limits,  should 
be  secured  in  the  homes  which  they  have  improved 
by  their  labor. 

I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  a  detailed  account  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  various  branches  of  the  public  service 
connected  with  the  department  under  his  charge. 
The  duties  devolving  on  this  department  have  been 
unusually  onerous  and  responsible  during  the  past 
year,  and  have  been  discharged  with  ability  and 
success. 

Pacific  relations  continue  to  exist  with  the  vari- 
ous Indian  tribes,  and  most  of  them  manifest  a 
strong  friendship  for  the  United  States.  Some 
depredations  were  committed  during  the  past  year 
upon  our  trains  transporting  supplies  for  the  army, 
on  the  road  between  the  western  border  of  Mis- 
souri and  Santa  Fe.  These  depredations,  which 
are  supposed  to  have  been  committed  by  bands 
from  the  region  of  New  Mexico,  have  been  arrest- 
ed by  the  presence  of  a  military  force,  ordered  out 
foi'  that  purpose.  Some  outrages  have  been  per- 
petrated by  a  portion  of  the  northwestern  bands 
upon  the  weaker  and  comparatively  defenceless 
neighboring  tribes.  Prompt  measures  were  taken 
to  prevent  such  occurrences  in  future. 

Between  one  and  two  thousand  Indians,  belong- 
ing to  several  tribes,  have  been  removed  during 
the  year  from  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  to  the 
country  allotted  to  them  west  of  that  river,  as  their 
permanent  home;  and  arrangements  have  been 
made  for  others  to  follow. 

Since  the  treaty  of  1846  v.'ith  the  Cherokees,  the 
feuds  among  them  appear  to  have  subsided,  and 
they  have  become  more  united  and  contented  than 
they  have  been  for  many  years  past.  The  com- 
missioners, appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of 
June  twenty-seventh,  1846,  to  settle  claims  arising 
under  the  treaty  of  1835- '36  with  that  tribe,  have 
executed  their  duties;  and  after  a  patient  investi- 
gation, and  a  full  and  fair  examination  of  all  the 
cases  brought  before  them,  closed  their  labors  in 
the  month  of  July  last.  This  is  the  fourth  board 
of  commissioners  which  has  been  organized  under 
this  treaty.  Ample  opportunity  has  been  afforded 
to  all  those  interested  to  bring  forward  their  claims. 
No  doubt  is  entertained  that  impartial  justice  has 
been  done  by  the  late  boaiTl,  and  that  all  valid 
claims  embraced  by  the  treaty  have  been  consid- 
ered and  allowed.  This  result,  and  the  final  set- 
tlement to  be  made  with  this  tribe,  under  the 
treaty  of  1846,  which  will  be  completed  and  laid 
before  you  during  your  session,  will  adjust  all 
qunstion.s  of  controversy  between  them  and  the 
United  States,  and  produce  a  state  of  relations 
with  them  simple,  well-defined,  and  satisfactory. 

Under  the  discretionary  authority  conferred  by 
the  act  of  the  third  of  March  last,  the  annuities 
due  to  the  various  tribes  have  been  paid  during 
the  present  year  to  the  heads  of  families  instead 
of  to  their  chiefs,  or  such  persons  as  they  might 
designate,  as  required  by  the  laws  previously  ex- 
isting. This  mode  of  payment  has  given  general 
satisfaction  to  the  great  body  of  the  Indians.  Jus- 
tice has  been  done  to  them,  and  they  are  grateful 
to  the  Government  for  it.  A  few  chiefs  and  inter- 
ested persons  may  object  to  this  mode  of  payment, 


but  it  is  believed  to  be  the  only  mode  of  prevent- 
ing fraud  and  imposition  from  being  practised 
upon  the  great  body  of  common  Indians,  consti- 
tuting a  majori4,y  of  all  the  tribes. 

It  IS  gratifying  to  perceive  that  a  number  of  the 
tribes  have  recently  manifested  an  increased  inter- 
est in  the  establishment  of  schools  among  them, 
and  are  making  rapid  advances  in  agriculture — 
some  of  them  producing  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
food  for  their  support,  and  in  some  cases  a  surplus 
to  dispose  of  to  their  neighbors.  The  comforts  by 
which  those  who  have  received  even  a  very  limited 
education,  and  have  engaged  in  agriculture,  are 
surrounded,  tend  gradually  to  draw  off  tlieir  less 
civilized  brethren  from  the  precarious  means  of 
subsistence  by  the  chase,  to  habits  of  labor  and 
civilization. 

The  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  presents  a  satisfactory  and  gratifyingaccount 
of  the  condition  and  operations  of  the  naval  service 
during  the  past  year.  Our  commerce  has  been 
pursued  with  increased  activity,  and  with  safety 
and  success,  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe,  under 
the  protection  of  our  flag,  which  the  navy  has 
caused  to  be  respected  in  the  most  distant  seas. 

In  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  in  the  Pacific,  the 
officers  and  men  of  our  squadrons  have  displayed 
distinguished  gallantry,  and  performed  valuable 
services.  In  the  early  stages  of  the  war  with  Mex- 
ico, her  ports  on  both  coasts  were  blockaded,  and 
more  recently  many  of  them  have  been  captured 
and  held  by  the  navy.  When  acting  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  land  forces,  the  naval  officers  sad 
men  have  performed  gallant  and  distinguished  ser- 
vices on  land  as  well  as  on  water,  and  deserve  tiie 
high  commendation  of  the  country. 

While  other  maritime  powers  are  adding  to  their 
navies  large  numbers  of  war  steamers,  it  was  a 
wise  policy  on  our  part  to  make  similar  additions 
to  our  navy.  The  four  war  steamers  authorized 
by  the  act  of  the  third  of  March ,  1847,  are  in  course 
of  construction. 

In  addition  to  the  four  war  steamers  authorized 
by  this  act,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has,  in  pur- 
suance of  its  provisions,  entered  into  contracts  for 
the  construction  of  five  steamers,  to  be  employed 
in  the  transportation  of  the  United  States  mail 
"from  New  York  to  New  Orleans,  touching  at 
Charleston,  Savannah,  and  Havana;  and  from  Ha- 
vana to  Chagres;"  for  three  steamers  to  be  em- 
ployed in  like  manner  from  Panama  to  Oregon, 
"so  as  to  connect  with  the  mail  from  Havana  to  | 
Chagres  across  the  isthmus;"  and  for  five  steamers 
to  be  employed  in  like  manner  from  New  York  to 
Liverpool.  These  steamers  will  be  the  property 
of  the  contractors,  but  are  to  be  built  under  the 
superintendence  and  direction  of  a  naval  construc- 
tor in  the  employ  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  to 
be  so  constructed  as  to  render  them  convertible  at 
the  least  possible  expense  into  war  steamers  of  the 
first  class. 

A  prescribed  number  of  naval  officers,  as  well 
as  a  Post  Office  agent,,  are  to  be  on  board  of  them, 
and  authority  is  reserved  to  the  Navy  Department 
at  all  times  to  "exercise  control  over  said  steam- 
ships," and  to  "  have  the  right"  "  to  take  them 
for  the  exclusive  use  and  service  of  the  United 
States,"  "upon  making  proper  compensation  to 
the  contractors  therefor." 

Whilst  these  steam-ships  will  be  employed  in 
transporting  the  mails  of  the  United  States  coast- 
wise, and  to  foreign  countries,  upon  an  annual 
compensation  to  be  paid  to  the  owners,  they  will 
be  always  ready,  upon  an  emergency  requiring  it, 
to  be  converted  into  war  steamers;  and  the  right 
reserved  to  take  them  for  public  use,  will  add 
greatly  to  the  efficiency  and  strength  of  this  de- 
scription of  our  naval  force.  To  the  steamers  thus 
authorized  under  contracts  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  should  be  added  five  other  steamers 
authorized  under  contracts  made  in  pursuance  of 
law  by  the  Postmaster  General,  making  an  addi- 
tion, in  the  whole,  of  eighteen  war  steamers,  sub- 
ject to  be  taken  for  public  use.  As  further  con- 
tracts for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  to  foreign 
countries  may  be  authorized  by  Congress,  this 
number  may  be  enlarged  indefinitely. 

The  enlightened  policy  by  which  a  rapid  com- 
munication of  the  various  distant  parts  of  the  globe 
is  established,  by  means  of  American-built  sea 
steamers,  would  find  an  ample  reward  in  the  in- 
crease of  our  commerce,  and  in  making  our  coun- 
try and  its  resources  more  favorably  known 
abroad;  but  the  national  advantage  is  still  greater, 


of  having  our  naval  officers  made  familiar  with 
steam  navigation;  and  of  having  the  privilege  of 
taking  the  ships  already  equipped  for  immediate  • 
service  at  a  moment's  notice;  and  will  be  cheaply 
purchased  by  the  compensation  to  be  paid  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mail  in  them  over  and  above 
the  postages  received. 

A  just  national  pride,  no  less  than  our  commer- 
cial interests,  would  seem  to  favor  the  policy  of 
augmenting  the  number  of  this  description  of  ves- 
sels. _  They  can  be  built  in  our  country  cheaper 
and  in  greater  numbers  than  in  any  other  in  the 
world. 

I  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  report  of  the 
Postmaster  General  for  a  detailed  and  satisfactory 
account  of  the  condition  and  operations  of  that 
department  during  the  past  year.  It  is  gratifying 
to  find  that,  within  so  short  a  period  after  the 
reduction  in  the  rates  of  postage,  and  notwith- 
standing the  great  increase  of  mail  service,  the 
revenue  received  for  the  year  will  be  sufficient  to 
defray  all  the  expenses,  and  that  no  further  aid 
will  be  required  from  the  treasury  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

The  first  of  the  American  mail  steamers  autho- 
rized by  the  act  of  the  third  of  March,  1845,  was 
completed  and  enlei'ed  u\u.m  the  service  on  the  first 
of  June  last,  and  is  now  on  her  third  voyage  to 
Bremen  and  other  intermediate  ports.  The  other 
vessels  authorized  under  the  provisions  of  that  act 
are  in  course  of  construction,  and  will  be  put  upon 
the  line  as  soon  as  completed.  Contracts  have 
also  been  made  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail 
in  a  steamer  from  Charleston  to  Havana. 

A  reciprocal  and  satisfactory  postal  arrange- 
ment has  been  made  by  the  Postmaster  General 
with  the  authorities  of  Bremen,  and  no  difficulty 
is  apprehended  in  making  similar  arrangements 
with  all  other  Powers  with  which  we  may  have 
communications  by  mail  steamers,  except  with 
Great  Britain. 

On  the  arrival  of  tllfe  first  of  the  American  steam- 
ers, bound  to  Bremen,  at  Southampton,  in  the 
month  of  June  last,  the  British  post  office  directed 
the  collection  of  discriminating  postages  on  all  let- 
ters and  other  mailable  matter,  which  she  took  out 
to  Great  Britain,  or  which  went  into  the  British 
post  office  on  their  way  to  France  and  other  parts 
of  Europe.  The  effect  of  the  order  of  the  British 
post  office  is  to  subject  all  letters  and  other  matter 
transported  by  American  steamers  to  double  post- 
age, one  postage  having  been  previously  paid  on 
them  to  the  United  Slates,  while  letters  transported 
in  British  steamers  are  subject  to  pay  but  a  single 
postage.  This  measure  was  adopted  with  theavow- 
ed  objectof  protectingthe  British  line  of  mail  steam- 
ers now  running  between  Boston  and  Liverpool, 
and,  if  permitted  to  continue,  must  speedily  put  an 
end  to  the  transportation  of  all  letters  and  other 
matter  by  American  steamers,  and  give  to  British 
steamers  a  monopoly  of  the  business.  A  just  and 
fair  reciprocity  is  all  that  we  desire,  and  on  this 
we  must  insist.  By  our  laws,  no  such  discrimina- 
tion is  made  against  British  steamers  bringing  let- 
ters into  our  ports,  but  all  letters  arriving  in  the 
United  States  are  subject  to  the  same  rate  of  post- 
age, whether  brought  in  British  or  American  ves- 
sels. I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Postmaster 
General  for  a  full  statement  of  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  of  the  steps  taken  by  him  to  correct  this 
inequality.  He  has  exerted  all  the  power  confer- 
red upon  him  by  the  existing  laws. 

The  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  London 
has  brought  the  subject  to  the  attention  of  the 
British  Government,  and  is  now  engaged  in  nego- 
tiations for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  reciprocal 
postal  arrangements,  which  shall  be  equally  just 
to  both  countries.  Should  he  fail  in  concluding 
such  arrangements,  and  should  Great  Britain  insist 
on  enforcing  the  unequal  and  unjust  measure  she 
has  adopted,  it  will  become  necessary  to  confer 
additional  powers  on  the  Postmaster  General,  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  meet  the  emergency,  and 
to  put  our  own  steamers  on  an  equal  fooling  with 
British  steamers  engaged  in  transporting  the  mail 
between  the  two  countries;  and  I  recommend  that 
such  powers  be  conferred. 

In  view  of  the  existing  state,  of  our  country,  I 
trust  it  may  not  be  inappropriate,  in  closing  this 
communication,  to  call  to  mind  the  words  of  wis- 
dom and  admonition  of  the  first  and  most  illustri- 
ous of  my  predecessors,  in  his  Farewell  Address 
to  his  countrymen. 

That  greatest  and  best  of  men,  who  served  his 
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couniiy  so  long,  and  loved  it  so  much,  foresaw, 
with  "  serious  concern,"  tlie  danger  to  our  Union 
"  of  characterizing:   parties   by  geogr'apliical   dis- 
criminations— .Sorthcrn  and  iSoutliern,  x^llantic  and  1 
Weshni — wlirnce  designing  men  may  endeavor  to  ! 
excite  a  belief  that  there  is  a  real  difference  of  local  ' 
interests  and  views,"  and  warned  his  countrymen  I 
against  it.  | 

So  deep  and  solemn  was  his  conviction  of  the  ' 
importance  of  tlie  Union   and  of  ]ireserving  har- 
mony between  ils  different  parts,  that  he  declared 
to  his  countrymen   in  that  address,    "it  is  of  infi- 
nite moment  that  you  should  properly  estimate  the 
immense  value  of  your  national   Union   to  your  ', 
collective    and    individual     happiness;    that    you 
should  cherish  a  cordial,  habitual,  and  immovable  i 
attachment  to  it  ;  accustoming  yourselves  to  think  ] 
and  to  speak  of  it,  as  a  palladium  of  your  politi- 
cal safely  and  })rosperity;  watching  for  ils  preser-  j 
•vation    with  jealous    anxiety  ;    discountenancing  j 
whatever  may  suggest  even  a  suspicion  that  it  can 
in    any   event    be   abandoned  ;    and    indignantly 
frowiimg  upon  the  first  dawning  of  every  attempt 
to  alienate  any  portion  of  our  country  from   the  j 
rest,  or  to  enfeeble  the  sacred  ties  which  now  link  j 
together  the  various  parts."  i 

After  the  lapse  of  half  a  century,  these  admo-  i 
nitions  of  Washmgton  fall  upon  us  with  all  the 
force  of  truth.  It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  "  im- 
mense value"  of  our  glorious  Union  of  confede- 
rated States,  to  which  we  are  so  much  indebted 
for  our  growth  in  population  and  wealth,  and  for 
all  that  constitutes  us  a  great  and  a  happy  nation. 
How  unimportant  are  all  our  differences  of  opin- 
ion upon  minor  questions  of  public  policy,  com- 
pared with  its  preservation  ;  and  how  scrupulously 
should  we  avoid  all  agitating  topics  which  may 
tend  to  distract  and  divide  us  into  contending  par- 
ties, separated  by  geographical  lines,  whereby  it 
may  be  weakened  or  endangered. 

Invoking  the  ble.*sing  of  the  Almighty  Ruler  of 
the  Universe  upon  your  deliberations,  it  will  be 
my  highest  duty,  no  less  than  my  sincere  pleasure, 
to  cooperate  with  you  in  all  measures  which  may 
tend  to  promote  the  honor  and  enduring  welfare  of 
our  common  country. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

WAsHi>fGT0N,  Dtcember,  1847. 

The  iVlessage  having  been  read — 

Mr.  BRODFIEAD  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  niossige  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Status  be  reRTH-'d  to  a  Coiiiinittee  of  th<;  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  and  that  10,OjO  copies  witliout,  and  1.3,0J0 
copies  with  the  afcoinpanj  ing  documents,  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  this  House. 

Mr.  HUDSON  moved  to  strike  out  15,000  with- 
out the  accompanying  documents,  so  as  to  leave 
provision  only  for  printing  the  message  with  the 
accompanying  documents.  Heetofore  there  was 
some  propriety  in  publishing  the  message  alone, 
but  now,  since  the  establishment  of  expresses 
through  the  country,  there  was  probably  not  a 
section  of  the  country  that  would  not  receive  the 
message  by  private  enterpi  ise,  printed  in  the  daily 
and  weekly  f)apers,  and  it  would  be  read  by  nine- 
tcen-twentielhs  of  the  entire  population  several 
days  before  the  pamphlet  which  this  House  would 
issue  could  be  transmitted  to  them,  it  was  there- 
foi-c  entirely  unnecessary,  and  a  useless  expense  to 
print  the  message  alone;  but,  with  the  documents, 
It  was  proper  that  it  should  be  printed  for  circu- 
lation. He  moved,  therefore,  to  strike  out  that 
portion  of  the  resolution  relating  to  the  printing  of 
the  message  without  the  accompanying  documcnis. 

Mr.  URODHEAD  would  not  question  the  truth 
of  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Hi;i)son]  that  the  message  would  reach 
the  different  portions  of  the  Union  before  the  copies 
which  he  desired  this  Hou.sc  to  furnish  could 
arrive  there;  but  he  had  inserted  the  provision  to 
furni.sh  ir),f)00  co|)ies  without  the  documents,  with 
the  view  of  giving  it  to  their  constituents  in  a  shape 
in  which  it  could  be  preserved.  This  was  his  de- 
'sign;  this  had  been  the  practice,  and  lie  only  asked 
for  the  customary  number. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,  in  corroboration  of  the  obser- 
vations of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Hfjt)soi*>5  remarked,  that  this  message  was  now  at 
Pittsburg  and  Cincinnati,  and  other  parts  of  that 
section  of  ilie  Union,  unless  the  telegraphic  wires 
were  broken;  for  ho  was  advised  that  (urangements 
had  been  made  lo  transmit  ihiiher  the  entire  mes- 


sage,  where   it  would   arrive   before   the   House  I 
could  take  the  vote  on  this  resolution — certainly  be-  | 
tore   the  House  would  assemble   here  tomorrow  \ 
morning.     It  was,  therefore,  unnecessary  to  print  ] 
these  extra  copies  of  the  message  alone,  and  this, 
he  was  of  opinion,  was  a  very  proper  occasion  to  i 
break  through  the  custom  lo  which  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Brodiiead]  had  referred, 
and  to  discontinue  this  useless  printing. 

Mr.  HOWELL  COBB  agreed  with  the. obser- 
vations of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Hudson,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
ScuENCK,]  but  he  was  willing  to  increase  the  num- 
ber with  the' accompanying  documents.  He  there- 
fore was  in  favor  of  printing  fifteen  thousand  copies 
with  the  accompanying  documents,  and  none  with 
out. 

[Cries  of  "  Agreed,"  "  agreed  !"] 

Mr.  HUDSON  suggested  that  the  mover  of  the 
resolution  had  it  in  Ins  power  to  acce[)tthat  modi- 
fication, and  thereby  save  the  necessity  of  incor- 
porating it  as  an  amendment  by  the  vote  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  accepted  the  modification 
suggested  by  the  gentleman  froin  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Cobb.] 

Mr.  ROBERT  SMITH  moved  to  add  5,000 
additional  copies  to  be  printed  in  the  German  lan- 
guage. 

[A  voice:  "  And  the  Cherokee."  Another  voice: 
"  And  the  Mexican."] 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  JAMES  THOMPS'ON  moved  to  amend  by 
adding  "  30,000  copies  without  the  accompanying- 
documents."  He  thought  it  of  importance  to  cir- 
culate copies  of  the  message  without  the  documents, 
in  which  shape  it  would  be  very  acceptable  to  their 
constituents. 

The  amendment  was  negatived,  and  the  resolu- 
tion, as  modified  by  the  mover,  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HILLIARD,  it  was 

Rcsjh'ed,  That  the  daily  hour  to  which  this  House  shall 
staiiri  a  Ijouined  shall  ba  twelve  o'clock,  M.,  until  otherwise 
ordered. 

Mr.  HENLEY  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  of  yesterday  adopting  a  resolution  respecting 
the  rules  of  the  House  by  which  the  one-hour  rule 
was  abolished.  His  object  he  explained  to  be  to 
submit  an  amendment  to  retain  the  thirty-third 
rule. 

[A  voice:   "Then  I  object."] 

Unless  the  course  he  suggested  were  agreed  to, 
until  the  Committee  on  Rules  reported — and  the 
duty  intrusted  to  them  would  require  some  time — 
the  House  would  be  deprived  of  the  salutary  one- 
hour  rule. 

The  SPEAKER  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Henley]  that  he  could  accomplish 
his  object  better,  and  not  embarrass  the  committee 
to  whom  the  revision  of  the  rules  had  been  com- 
mitted, by  moving  the  adoption  of  the  one-hour 
rule. 

Mr.  HOWELL  COBB  inquired  if  that  would 
now  be  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Henley]  might  now  give  notice  of 
his  motion,  one  day's  notice  being  requisite. 

Mr.  COBB  inquired  if  that  could  be  done  when 
a  motion  was  pending? 

Mr.  HENLEY  persisted  on  his  inotion  to  re- 
consider. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  JAS.  THOMPSON  moved  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
House  was  adjourned  accordingly  to  twelve  of 
the  clock,  M.,  to-morrow. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  December  8,  1847. 
The  Hon.  John  M.  Clayton,  of  the  State  of 
Delaware,  and  the  Hon.  John  Davis,  of  the  Stale 
of  Massachusetts,  ajipearod  in  their  seats  to-day. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read — 
Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  whose  creden- 
tials as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  from  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  term  of  six  years 
from  and   after  the  4th  day  of  March,  1847,  were 
presented  at  the  last  session,  after  having  taken  the 
oath  of  office,  which  was  administered   to  him  at 
the  hands  of  the  Vice  President,  look  his  seat. 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
the  following  letter,  which  was  read: 

Washington,  December!,  1847. 

Sin:  Holding  the  relatian  of  printers  to  the  body  over 
which  you  preside,  under  a  contract  made  in  conforinity 
with  an  act  of  Congress,  it  may  have  been  expected  that  we 
should  have  been  prepared  to  place  on  the  desks  of  Senators, 
printed  copies  of  the  President's  Annual  Message  at  the 
time  it  was  rtad  by  your  rfecretsry.  This  has  been  the 
practice  of  our  predecessors  ;  and  a  failure  on  our  part  to  be 
equally  prompt,  may,  without  explanation,  operate  inju- 
riously against  us. 

We  cannot  but  bo  sensitively  alive  to  any  impntation  on 
our  tiust-woithiness,  even  by  iiiiplic;ition  ;  and  not  less 
jealous  of  our  reputation  as  printers,  which  may  be  atlecled 
by  the  fact,  that  Senators  were  indibled  to  a  daily  newt- 
paper  fi>r  copies  of  the  ^fes^age,  wliieh  the  official  printers 
had  failed  or  neglected  to  furnish.  We,  tlurelbrc,  deem  it 
due  to  ourselves,  and  due  to  the  Senate,  whose  printing  we 
have  contracted  to  execute,  that  we  should  slate  the  cause 
of  this  unparalleled  oinis.-ion  of  a  congressional  printer, 
and  thereon  rest  our  appeal  lor  the  indulgence  of  the  Sen- 
ale,  fur  Ihe  delay  in  lujiiisliing  the  document  in  question, 
in  the  ordinary  form-  That  cause  was  simply  the  refufSl 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  furnish  us  with  a 
copy,  according  to  well-eslabli^hed  usage,  in  advance  of  its 
delivery  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

We  tru-tthat  this  fact  may  be  our  sufficient  apolosy  to 
the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates,  to  which  we  respectfully 
ask  yiiu  to  communicate  it. 

With  sentiments  of  great  respect,  we  are,  sir,  your  obe- 
dient servants, 

WENDELL  &  VAN  EENTHUYSEN. 

The  Hon.  G.  M.  Dallas, 

PresitlctU  of  the  United  States  Senate, 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  made  agreeably 
to  law,  accompanied  by  statements,  showing  the 
appropriations  and  disbursements  for  the  service 
of  the  department,  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1847;  which  was  read. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  pray- 
ing that  the  settlers  in  that  Territory  may  be  con- 
finned  in  their  titles  to  the  lands  occupied  by  them; 
and  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  promotion  of 
education;  and  for  facilitating  the  navigation  of  the 
Columbia  river. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 
Mr.  DIX  presented  a  preamble  and  resolutions 
yiassed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  requesting  the  Senators  and  Representatives 
of  that  State  in  Congress  to  vote  for  the  passage 
of  a  law  granting  public  land  for  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Pacific, 
according  to  theplan  proposed  by  Asa  Whitney, 
a  citizen  of  New  York. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  print- 
ed. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  resolutions  passed 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in- 
structing the  Senators  and  requesting  the  Repre- 
sentatives of  that  State  in  Congress,  to  use  their 
best  efforts  to  procure  a  repeal  of  certain  provisions 
of  the  laws  regulating  the  franking  privilege  and 
j  the  postage  on  letters  and  newspapers. 
[      Mr.  DICKINSON  then  said:  Serious  exception 
has  been  taken  to  the  clause  of  the  postage  law 
charging  postage  upon  newspapers  within  thirty 
i  miles  of  the  place  where  they  are  printed.     That 
clause  has  been,  it  seems,  received  with  great  dis- 
'  approbation  by  the  public;  and  in  moving  to  refer 
I  these    resolutions,    as   I   shall,  to  the  Post  Office 
I  Committee,  when  appointed,  1  shall  think  it  proper 
j  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  especially  to 
j  this  subject.     I  move,  at  present,  that  these  reso- 
lutions lie  upon  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  they  lie  on  the  table  and  be 
j  printed. 

j  Mr.  DIX  presented  the  memorial  of  Sarah  Ann 
Hart,  widow  o{  B.  F.  Hart,  late  a  purser  in  the 
navy,  )5raying  a  pension. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  DIX  presented  a  memorial  of  Sarah  Ann 
Hart,  widow,  and  Monmouth  B.  Hart,  Joel  Kelly, 
and  William  Close,  sureties  of  Benjamin  F.  Hart, 
deceased,  late  a  purser  in  the  navy,  praying  that 
a  balance  standing  against  him  on  ihe  books  of  the 
treasury  for  certain  stores  which  were  lost  by 
the  wrecking  of  a  United  States  vessel,  may  be 
cancelled. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  DIX  presented  the  memorial  of  Francis  O. 
Dorr  and  Andrew  C.  Dorr,  in  behalf  of  their  bro- 
ther, Gustavus  Dorr,  late  a  captain  in  the  army, 
who,  they  allege,  was  unjustly  dismissed  from  the 
service  for  acts  done  while  in  a  state  of  mental 
derangement,  caused  by  an  injury  received  while 
on  duty,  praying  thai  he  may  be  allowed  a  pension. 
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Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  DIX  presented  the  petition  of  Phosbe  Wood 
and  Sylvia  Ann  Wood,  children  of  Jethro  Wood, 
deceased,  praying  an  extension  of  the  patent  granted 
to  their  father  for  an  improvement  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  plough. 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 
Mr.  ATHERTON  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution; v^rhich  vi^as  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  TliJit  on  Monday  next,  at  one  o'clock,  tlio  Sen- 
ate will  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  standing  commiltees, 
in  accordance  with  the  rules. 

Mr.  ALLEN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent: 

ResoU'ed,  That additional  copies  of  the  documents 

accompanying  the  President's  annual  message  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ALLEN:  The  number  is  left  blank, be- 
cause, upon  conversing  with  a  number  of  gentle- 
men of  this  body,  1  found  they  were  all  agreed  as 
to  the  necessity  for  printing  an  additional  num- 
ber, but  they  disagreed  as  to  the  member  that  was 
thought  to  be  adequate.  I  believe  it  will  be  gen- 
erally conceded,  that  there  ought  to  be,  of  some 
of  these  documents,  a  very  large  additional  num- 
ber printed,  and  it  has  been  suggested  by  some  of 
the  intelligent  and  experienced  members  of  the 
Senate  that  it  would  be  well,  probably,  to  print 
a  very  large  number  of  the  leport  from  the  War 
Department  and  omit  the  printing  of  the  others, 
because  the  events  of  the  war  in  Mexico  are  of 
the  highest  degree  of  importance — as  interesting 
not  only  the  public  feelings  of  the  country,  but 
interesting  in  a  high  degree  the  private  feelings  of 
so  many  families.  I  think,  sir,  that  there  are  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  the  whole  action  of 
this  Government  which  make  the  reports  from  all 
the  departments  peculiarly  interesting  this  year. 
For  instance,  the  same  reason  which  gives  extra- 
ordinary importance  at  this  time  to  the  report 
from  the  War  Department,  gives  almost  equal 
importance  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy;  so,  too,  as  regards  the  report  from  the 
Treasgry  Department.  The  operation  of  the  new 
system  of  finance  which  the  country  has  recently 
adopted  gives  a  transcendent  importance  to  that 
report,  in  connexion  with  the  report  proceeding 
from  that  department  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment. So,  too,  of  the  report  from  the  Post  Office 
Department.  That  report  will  disclose  the  results 
which  experience  has  elicited  as  to  the  efficacy  and 
the  policy  of  the  new  system  of  postage.  The 
same  reason,  too,  which  gives  importance  to  the 
reports  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  gives  equal  importance  to  the  report 
from  the  State  Department,  as  being  the  political 
feature  of  this  war.  It  is  perfectly  manifest,  there- 
fore, that  the  reports  from  all  the  departments, 
owing  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  peculiar  developments  of  the  recently 
adopted  policy  of  the  Government,  are  of  tran- 
scendent iuportance  to  the  country.  For  these 
reasons  I  have  left  the  nimiber  blank,  in  order  that 
any  gentleman  may  suggest  a  number  with  v/hich 
it  shall  be  filled,  which  may  meet  the  general  ap- 
propriation of  the  Senate.  I  will  vote  tor  the  largest 
uimiber  which  may  be  proposed.  I  ask  the  action 
of  the  Senate,  at  this  time,  upon  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  move  to  fill  the  blank  with 
ten  thousand,  which  will  be  about  two  hundred 
for  each  member  of  tl^  Senate;  and  I  am  induced 
to  do  this  because  by  the  recent  act  in  regard  to 
printing,  the  additional  number  will  add  very  little 
to  the  cost.  After  the  tyjies  have  once  been  set, 
very  little  cost  attends  the  printing.  Besides,  the 
message  will  be  published  in  all  the  newspapers, 
and  the  public  will  have  an  opportunity  to  read  it; 
but  the  documents  being  so  large  will  not  obtain 
equal  publicity  unless  distributed  by  order  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  NILES.  I  do  not  rise  to  oppose  this  mo- 
tion, sir.  I  think  it  is  a  very  important  one.  If  my 
honorable  friend  from  Ohio  will  move  to  recon-sider 
the  voteof  yesterday,  ordering  the  printing  of  twen- 
ty thousand  copies  of  the  message  without  the  docu- 
ments, and  five  thousand  with,  making  twenty-five 
thousand  in  all,  I  might  be  inclined  to  sustain  that 
motion.  We  are  certainly  beginning  in  a  pretty  lib- 
cial  spirit  in  regard  to  the  printing  exjienses  of  this 
body.  And  I  wish  to  say  a  word  at  this  lime  to  my 
worthy  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  who,  somehow, 
stuck  an  additional  daily  paper  upon  us.     Now, 


three  are  more  than  I  can  find  time  to  read;  and, 
if  a  very  distinguished  gentleman,  who  was  a  Sen- 
ator from  Georgia  some  years  ago,  had  been  here 
when  that- motion  was  made,  we  should  probably 
have  had  a  very  serious  debate  before  what  that 
gentleman  would  have  denominated  a  gross  abuse, 
and  in  fact  a  violation,  as  he  thought,  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  would  have  received 
the  Santion  of  this  body.  However,  that  is  a 
small  matter.  I  admit,  with  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Ohio,  that  in  the  present  interesting  condition 
of  the  public  aflfairs,  the  documents  which  are  laid 
before  us,  are  perhaps  of  something  more  than  or- 
dinary importance;  and  I  would  therefore  be  pre- 
pared, sir,  to  increase  the  number  that  we  may  be 
disposed  to  publish  of  those  documents.  But  in 
regard  to  the  message  standing  alone,  I  consider  it 
altogether  idle;  for  1  hardly  think  I  should  under- 
take the  drudgery  of  sending  off  the  number  that 
would  fall  to  my  share,  particularly  after  the  cir- 
culation of  the  newspapers  containing  it.  There- 
fore, I  see  no  necessity  for  increasing  the  number 
of  copies  of  the  message  by  itself.  And  I  think  it 
better  to  include  all  the  documents,  as  it  would 
be  difficult  to  make  a  discrimination  which  would 
meet  the  wishes  of  every  Senator.  If  the  honora- 
ble Senator  will  make  the  motion  that  I  have  sug- 
gested, I  would  prefer  it  to  the  one  which  lie  has 
now  made. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  will  say,  that  as  to  the  form 
in  which  the  motion  is  put,  I  have  no  particular 
solicitude;  but  if  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
which  was"  passed  yesterday,  to  print  20,000  cop- 
ies, should  result  in  a  modification  so  as,  to  print 
10,000  only,  and  the  motion,  as  proposed  to  be 
amended  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
should  pass,  to  print  no  more  than  15,000  copies 
of  the  message  and  10,000  of  the  documents,  1 
should  have  no  objection:  but  if  the  object  be 
barely  to  diminish  the  number  of  copies  of  the 
message,  without  increasing  the  number  of  the 
documents,  why,  then,  I  shall  be  inclined  to  op- 
pose it. 

Mr.  NILES.  I  think  the  mimber  proposed  is 
too  large:  15,000  of  the  message  alone,  and  an  ad- 
tional  10,000  with  the  documents,  are  too  many. 
We  are  advancing  pretty  rapidly;  we  are  making 
too  much  progress.  I  am  the  friend  of  progress, 
but  I  do  not  want  to  get  along  too  fast.  I  propose 
the  printing  of  5,000  copies,  which  will  be  ample. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT.  I  would  inquire  how  many 
5,000  will  give  to  each  Senator.  Not  more,  I  be- 
lieve, than  about  forty-eight  copies.  The  reports 
from  the  officers  of  the  army  to  the  Secretary  at  ^ 
War  are  very  much  sought  for  by  the  public;  I 
have  received  numerous  applications  for  copies  of 
these  documents.  Persons  having  relations  in 
Mexico  would  like  to  possess  these  documents  in 
a  suitable  form  for  preservation,  instead  of  the 
perishable  newspaper.  I  hope  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator will  withdraw  his  amendment,  and  that  the 
original  motion  will  be  so  modified  as  to  reduce 
the  number  of  the  messages  and  increase  that  of 
the  reports.  If  the  copies  of  the  message  ordered 
yesterday  had  been  furnished,  I  should  have  been 
in  favor  of  using  the  whole  number;  but  we  will 
not  receive  them  till  to-morrow,  probably,  and  in 
the  mean  time  the  message  will  be  dilfused 
throughout  the  whole  country.  I  do  not  want  to 
send  off  a  single  message  unaccompanied  by  the 
documents.  1  am  in  favor  of  printing  the  largest 
I  number  which  has  been  suggested.  It  will  not  be 
!  too  great  for  the  wants  of  the  country. 
I  Mr.  MAN  GUM  asked  for  the  reading  of  the 
I  resolution;  and  it  was  acconlingly  again  read  by 
j  the  Seci-etary. 

i      Mr.  MANGUM.     I  would    inquire,  what  are 
the  documents  accompanying  the  message.''   From 
I  what  departments  are  the  reports? 

Mr.  ALLEN.  From  all  the  departments;  from 
the  War,  the  Navy,  the  Treasury,  and  the  Post 
Office  Departments. 

.  Mr.  W  ESTCOTT.  I  wish  for  the  reports  from 
the  War  and  Navy  Departments. 

The  question  being  put  on  filling  the  blank  with 
ten  thousand,  it  was,  upon  a  division,  decided  in 
the  affirmative — ayes  32,  noes  not  counted. 
The  resolution  as  amended  was  then  adopted. 
Agreeably  to  notice  given  yesterday,  Mr.  Han- 
NEGAN  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Paul  Jones; 
whicjj  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  considered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole, 


Mr.  HANNEGAN.  It  is,  I  know,  a  rather 
unusual  proposition.  But  I  trust  the  extraordi- 
nary circumstances  which  occurred  in  relation  to 
this  bill,  at  the  close  of  last  session,  will  induce 
the  Senate  to  suspend  the  rules  and  give  it  a  third 
reading  now.  The  bill  is  now  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  and  without  detaining  the  Senate  more 
than  a  very  few  moments,  1  will  simply  state  that 
it  is  the  identical  bill  which  passed  both  Houses 
last  session  without  a  division;  at  all  events,  with- 
out a  division  in  the  Senate,  for  it  passed  this  body 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  I  believe  that  the  action  of 
the  other  House  was  equally  unanimous.  It  pass- 
ed the  Senate  on  the  last  night  of  the  session.  On 
the  way  from  the  desk  of  the  Secretary  to  the  room 
of  the  Vice  President,  where  the  President  was 
appending  his  signature  to  bills,  it  was  lost  in  the 
lobby,  and  was  not  recovered  till  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress,  when  of  course  it  could  not  be 
signed  by  the  President.  This  circumstance  would 
be  remembered  by  the  Senate.  I  will  only  add, 
that  a  widow  and  child  need  the  passage  of  this 
measure;  and  I  trust  there  is  no  indelicacy  in  re- 
marking that  prompt  action  on  this  bill  is  of  essen- 
tial importance  to  them. 

No  amendment  being  made,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time  by  unanimous  consent. 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
John  Paul  Jones." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  on  this  bill. 
Mr.  NILES  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of 
yesterday  ordering  25,000  copies  of  the  message 
to  be  printed.  He  would  then  move  to  print 
10,000,  as  we  had  now  ordered  10,000  of  the  docu- 
ments. 

Mr.  ALLEN  had  no  objection.  They  ought 
to  so  out  together. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  having  ^een  agreed 
to, 

Mr.  NILES  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  twenty-five   and  inserting"  ten." 

Mr.  MANGUM  understood  that  27,000  were 
ordered  yesterday.  He  thought  it  would  be  best 
to  print  10,000,  and  add  them  to  the  documents 
now  ordered. 

Mr.  SEVIER.     That  is  the  motion. 
The  amendment  was  adopted,  and   the  resolu- 
tion as  amended  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  DIX  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow,  or  at 
some  early  day,  he  would  ask  leave  of  the  Senate 
to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  to  establish  a  branch  of  the  Mint  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  city  of  New  York; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mangle  M.  Gluacken- 
boss. 

Mr.  BREESE  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow, 
or  at  some  early  day,  he  would  ask  leave  of  the 
Senate  to  introduce  the  following  bills: 

A  bill  to  reduce  and  graduate  the  price  of  the 
public  lands; 

A  bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Illinois  the  right 
of  way  through  the  public  lands,  and  for  other 
purposes; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson; 
A  bill  to  authorize  persons  to  whom    reserva- 
tions have  been  made  under  certain   Indian  trea- 
ties, to  alienate  the  same  in  fee. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  gave  notice  that  he  would, 
on  to-morrow,  or  at  some  early  day,  ask  leave  of 
the  Senate  to  introduce  the  following  bill: 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act  in  relation  to  seamen 
navigating  waters  in  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
&c. 

Mr.  GREENE  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow, 
or  at  some  early  day,  he  would  ask  leave  of  the 
Senate  to  introduce  the  following  bill: 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purkis. 
Mr.  ASHLEY  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow, 
or  at  some  early  day,  he  would  ask  leave  of  the 
Senate  to  introduce  ihe'following  bills: 

A  bill  to  establish  a  general  preemption  sys- 
tem; 

A  bill  to  divide  the  judicial  district  of  Arkan- 
sas into  two  judicial  districts. 

Mr.   HUNTER  asked   and  obtained   leave   to 
withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  the  papers 
relating  to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  John  B.  Gray- 
son, deceased. 
Mr,   BREESE  asked    and  obtained  leave  to 
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withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  the  papers 
in  the  case  of  Neheniiali  Brush. 

Mr.  SEVIER  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
withdraw  from  the  tiles  of  ihc  Senate  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Arkansas,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  removal  of  the  raft  of  Red  river;  for  the 
))urpose  of  having  it  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wed>jesday,  December  8,  1847. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  as  the  first  business 
in  order,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clixgman  to  lay  upon 
the  table  the  motion  of  Mr.  Henley  to  reconsider 
the  vote  adopting  the  rules  of  the  last  Congress, 
exceptins:  the  one-hour  rule. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  said,  upon  reflection,  he 
would  withdraw  his  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table, 
as  the  time  for  which  the  rules  were  adopted  would 
expire  on  the  third  Monday  of  this  month,  when 
the  whole  subject  would  come  up  for  considera- 
tion. He  would  suggest  to  Mr.  Henley  to  let  the 
motion  to  reconsider  to  go  over  informally  until 
that  time. 

Mr.  HENLEY  assenting  to  Mr.  Clingman's 
suggestion,  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  informally 
laid  over  until  the  third  Monday  of  Decembei-. 

DRAWING  FOR  SEATS. 

The  resolutiorl  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Alexander  Evans  was  then  taken  up.  It  was 
as  follows: 

Rcsjlicd,  That  tile  Clerk  of  tliis  House,  immediatily  after 
the  passag.;  of  Miis  resolution,  plaee  in  a  b;).v  the  name  of 
caeh  iiieniher  and  delegat"  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
upon  a  separate  pieee  of  paper;  that  he  then  proceed,  in  the 
presence  of  the  House,  to  draw  from  said  box,  one  at  a  time, 
llie  said  pieces  of  paper,  and  as  eacli  is  drawn  he  shall  an- 
nounce the  name  of  the  meniher  upon  it,  who  shall  then 
clioose  his  seat  for  the  present  session :  Provided,  That  he- 
fore  said  drawing  shall  commence,  the  Speaker  shall  caufe 
every  seat  to  he  vaeatrd,  and  shall  see  that  each  seat  con- 
tinues vacant  until  it  is  selected  under  this  order." 

Mr.  SIMS  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "  for 
the  present  session"  where  they  occur,  and  insert 
"for  the  present  Congress."  The  amendment 
was  not  nt^iccd  to. 

Mr.  GEORGE  W.  JONES  wished,  if  it  were 
in  order,  to  move  the  postponement  of  this  resolu- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Hou.^e  l)y  the  election  of  all  its  otKcers. 

The  SPEAKER  intimated  that  such  a  motion 
would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  JONES  then,  before  he  made  the  motion, 
would  give  one  or  two  reasons  why  they  should 
at  once  proceed  to  complete  the  organization  of  the 
House. 

If  the  House  should  now  proceed  to  draw  for 
seats,  it  would  preclude  the  possibility  of  doing 
any  other  business  during  the  day,  for  there  would 
necessarily  be  much  confusion  attendant  on  the 
changes  that  would  lie  made.  To-morrow  the 
House  might  not  be  able  to  elect  a  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  and  he  presumed  the  House  would  adjourn 
over  tlie  residue  of  the  week  to  Monday  next,  ac- 
cording to  usual  custom,  to  give  the  Speaker  an 
opportunity  to  appoint  the  standing  committees. 
Unless,  then,  the  Sergoant-at-Arms  were  now  ap- 
pointed, no  money  could  be  drawn.  [Laughter.] 
And  there  were  a  good  many  geatlemen'here  who 
had  travelled  long  distances,  of  the  state  of  whose 
finances  he  knew  nothing,  but  he  thought  it  very 
probable  that  some  of  them  were  pretty  well 
cleaned  out.  [Laughter.]  In  the  yiresent  House 
there  were  many  new  members  of  Congress,  who 
might  have  some  delicacy  in  making  known  their 
condition;  but  when  those  new  members  had  been 
here  as  long  as  some  of  them,  they  would  find 
that  it  was  not  uncommon  for  "members  of  Con- 
gress to  be  short  of  funds  at  the  commencement  of 
u  ses.sif)n,  and  some  of  ihem  at  the  end  of  it  loo. 
[Renewed  laughter.]  That  was  one  reason  why 
they  should  now  proceed  to  complete  the  orgam- 
zation  of  the  House.  Another  was,  that  he  was 
always  very  unfortunate  in  lotteries,  especially  in 
drawing  for  seats.  He  h:i<i  now  a  tolerably  good 
posilion,  and  he  was  nalurally  desirous  lo  retain 
It  as  long  a.s  possible,  for  come  when  this  drawing 
might,  he  was  satisfied  he  should  find  himself 
located  in  the  Territnrics  of  the  (Oregon  or  Califor- 
nia of  thi.^  House.  I  le  thcrefine  moved  the  indefi- 
nite j)o.siponement  of  this  re.^oluiiiMi. 

The  motion  lo  po.-stpone  indefinitely  was  dis- 
agreed to. 


Mr.  STANTON  thought,  if  the  House  would 
gamble  for  the  seats  of  its  members,  or  resort  to 
lotteries  to  determine  their  respective  positions,  "a 
wheel"  should  be  substituted  for  the  box  in  which 
the  ballots  were  to  be  deposited.  Tliis  would  be 
more  consistent  with  the  mode  to  be  resorted  to, 
and  more  fair  to  each  member.  He  therefore 
moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "  box"  and  insert 
the  word  "  wheel." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  PETTIT  inquired  "if  it  was  in  order  to 
move  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this  resolu- 
tion for  two  hours?-  If  it  were,  he  would  move  a 
postponement  to  two  o'clock. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  original  resolution  was  then  adopted,  and 
the  drawing  and  choice  of  seats  was  proceeded 
with. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JAMIESON, 

Rpsolvcd,  That  this  House  do  now  proceed  to  the  election 

of  S('r{i;caiit-al-Arnis  viva  voce. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  nominations 
would  now  be  received;  when 

Mr.  BOYD  nominated  Newton  Lane. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  nominated  Nathan  Sargent. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  nominated  Charles 
A.  Whitney. 

Mr.  Boyd,  Mr.  Pollocic,  and  Mr.  Pendleton, 
were  appointed  tellers. 

The  SPEAKER  then  directed  the  Clerk  to  call 
the  roll;  which  having  been  done,  the  tellers  re- 
ported that  the  whole  number  of  votes  given  were 
224;  necessary  to  a  choice  113;  of  which 

Nutlian  Sargent  received 116 

Newton  Lane SiG 

Charles  A.  Whitney Vi 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

I'or  Mr.  Niilhan  Sargent — Messrs.  Abbott,  John  Quincy 
Adams,  Green  Adams,  Ashmun,  IJarringer,  Barrow,  Belcher, 
Ulanchard,  Botts,  Boyden,  Brady,  /.'ucliiier,  Butler,  Cabell, 
Canby,  Chapman,  (.'lingman,  Cocke,  Collamer,  Conger, 
Cranston,  Cristii.'ld,  Crowell,  Crozier,  Dickey,  Uixon,  Don- 
nell,  Dutr,  Daniel  Duncan,  Garnett  Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckert, 
Edwards,  Euihree,  Alexander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Far- 
relly,  Fisher,  Flournoy,  Freedley,  t''ulton,  Gayle,  Gentry, 
Giddinu's,  Gogjin,  Gott,  Gregory,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Nathan  K. 
Hall.  James  G.  Hampton,  Moses  Hampton,  Haskell,  Henry, 
Hilliard,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  Hoinbt-ek,  John  VV.  Houston, 
Hubiiard,  Hudson,  Hinit,  Joseph  R.  tnjiersoll,  Irvin,  John 
W  Jonis,  Kellog,',  Thomas  Butler  King,  Daniel  P.  King, 
William  T.  Lawrence,  Levin,  Lincoln,  Mcllvaiiie,  Marsh, 
Marvin,  Morehead,  Mullin,  Nelson,  Nes,  Newall,  Outlaw, 
Palfrey,  Pendleton,  Pollock,  Preston,  Putnam,  Reynolds, 
Julius  Roekvv.dl,  John  A.  Kockwell,  Roman,  Rose,  Root, 
ltnmsey,St-  John,  richenck,Shep|)erd,Sherrill,  Slingerland, 
Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stephens,  Andrew  Stewart, 
Strohm,  Sylvester, Tallmadge,  Thil>odeaux,'l'aylor,  'Pomp- 
kins,  Richard  VV.  Thompson,  John  B.  'J'hompson,  Toombs, 
Tuck,  Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  Warren,  White,  Wilson,  and 
Wintluop. 

jP^r  Mi:  Newton  Lane — Messrs.  Atkinson,  Bayly,  Reale, 
P.edinger,  Black,  Bocoek.  Bowdon,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Brod- 
liead,  VViiliam  G.  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Hurt,  Catheart, 
Ch:ise,  Clapp,  Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Howell 
Cobb,  W.  R.  VV.  (J^ohl),  Cummins,  Uaiuel,  Dickinson,  Ed- 
sall,  Faran,  Featherston,  Ficklin,  Fries,  French.  Green, 
Willard  P.  Hall,  Hammons,  Haralson,  Harmanson,  Harris, 
Henley,  Hill,  Isaac  E.  Holmes,  George  S.  Ilonston,  Inge, 
Charles  J.  Ingursoll,  Iverson,  .laekson,  Jamieson,  Andrew 
Johnson,  Robert  VV.  Johnson,  George  VV.  Jones,  Ivaufnian, 
Kennon,  Lahm,  La  Sere,  Sidney  Lawrence,  LeiHer,  Ligon, 
l.,ord,  Lumpkin,  MeClernand,  McDowell,  McKay,  M*in, 
Meade,  Miller,  Morris,  Morse,  Murphy,  Peaslee,  Peck, 
Petrie,  Pettit,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Rhett,  Kieliardson,  Riehey, 
Robinson,  llockhill.  Sawyer,  Simpson,  Sims,  Smart,  Robert 
Smith,  Strong,  Thomas,  James  Thompson,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, Robert  A.  'J'hompson,  William  'I  hompson,  Thurston, 
Turner,  Vei»ble,  VVentworth,  VVick,  Williams,  Wiley, 
Wilmot,  and  Woodward. 

For  Mr.  Charles  Ji.  Wh\lne\\ — Messrs.  Bingham,  Birdsall, 
Collins,  Jenkins,  James  H.  Johnson,  Maelay,  McClelland, 
McLane,  Nicoll,  Stanton,  Starkweather,  and  Charles  E. 
Stuart. 

Nathan  Sargent,  having  received  a  majority 
of  the  whole  number  of  votes  given,  was  declared 
duly  elected  Scrgeant-at-Arms  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  Thirtieth  Congress;  and, 
presenting  himself  at  the  Speaker's  table,  he  was 
(]ualified  according  to  law,  an<l  entered  upon  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALEB  B.  SMITH, 
Re'ioU'ed,  That  this  Mouse  do  now  proceed  to  the  election 
of  a  Doorkeeper  uiia  voce. 

The  SPEA*KER  announced  that  nominations 
would  be  now  received. 
Mr.  C.  B.  SiilTH  nominated  Robert  E.Hor- 

NOR. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  nominated  Cornelius  S.  Wiiit- 
nky. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Smith,  Mr.  Ficklin,  and  Mr.  Levin, 
were  appointed  teller*. 


The  SPEAKER  then  directed  the  Clerk  to  call 
the  roll;  which,  having  been  done,  the  tellers  re- 
ported the  whole  number  of  votes  given  were  224; 
necessary  to  a  choice  113;  of  which — 

Robert  E.  Hornor  received 117 

Cornelius  S.  Whitney 107 

The  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  Mr.  Robert  B.  Hornor — >lessrs.  Abbott,  John  Quinoy 
.-Vdams,  Green  .'Vdams,  Ashmuji,  Parrlnger,  Barrow,  Bel- 
cher, Ulanchard,  Botts,  Boydon,  Brady,  Buckner,  Butler, 
Cabell,  Canby,  Chapman,  Clingman,  Coeke,Collane-,  Con- 
ger, Cranston,  Crisfield,  Crowell,  Crozier,  Dickey,  Dixon, 
Donnell,  Duer,  Daniel  Duncan,  Garnett  Duncan,  Dinin, 
Eekert,  Edwards,  Kndiree,  Alexander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans, 
Farrelly,  Fisher,  Flournoy,  Freedley,  Fulton,  Gayle,  Gen- 
try, Giddings,  Gogain,  Gott,  Gregory,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Nathan 
K.  Hall,  James  G.  Hampton,  Most  8  Hampton,  Ha-kell, 
H<'nry,  Hilliard,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  Hornheek,  John  VV. 
Houston,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Insersoll, 
Irvin,  John  W.  Jones,  Kellogg,  Ttjomai  Butler  King,  Dae- 
iel  P.  King,  William  T.  I/:nvrence,  Levin,  Linco'n,  Mell- 
vaine.  Marsh,  .Marvin,  Mor<diead,  Mullin,  Nelson,  Nes, 
Newall,  Outlaw,  Palfrey,  Pendleton,  Peltit,  I'olloek,  Pres- 
ton, Putnam,  Reynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rock- 
well, Roman,  Rose,  Root,  Rumsey,  St.  John,  Schenck, 
Shepperd,  Sherrill,  Slingerland,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman 
Smith,  Stephens^Andrew  Stewart,  Strohm,  Sylvester.  Tall- 
madge,Thibodeaux, Taylor,  Tompkins, Richard  W.  Tlion  p- 
son,  John  B.  Thompson,  Toombs,  Tuck,  Van  Dyke,  Vinton, 
Warren,  White,  Wilson,  and  Wintlirop. 

For  Mr.  Cornelius  S.  Whitncij — Messrs.  Atkinson,  Baylv, 
Beale,  Bedinger,  Binsham,  Biidsall,  Blaek,  Roeoek,  Bow- 
don, Bowlin,  Boyd,  Brodhead,  William  G.  Brown,  Charles 
Brown,  Burt,  Catheart, Chase,  Clapp,  Franklin  Clark,  Bev- 
erly L.  Clark,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Col- 
lins, Cunmiins,  Daniel,  Dickinson,  Edsall,  Faran,  Feather- 
ston, Ficklin,  Fries,  French,  Green,  Willard  P  Hall,  Ham- 
mons, Haralson,  Harmanson,  Harris,  Henley,  Hill,  I-aacE. 
Holmes,  George  S.  Houston,  Inge,  Charles  J.  lnger^oll,  Iver- 
son, Jackson,  Jamieson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson,  James 
H.  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  George  VV'.  Jones,  Kauf- 
man, Keimon,  Lahm,  La  S6re,  Sidnt-y  Lawrence,  Leffler, 
Liiion,  Lord,  Lumpkin,  Maelay,  McClelland,  McC  en  and, 
McDowell,  McKay,  McLane,  Mann,  Meade,  Miller,  Mor- 
ris, Morse,  Murphy,  Nicoll,  Peaslee,  Peck,  Petrie,  Pevton, 
Phelps,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Riehey,  Robinson,  Rolihill, 
Sawyer,  Simpson,  Sims,  Smart,  Ri  be  t  S  nith,  Sruiion, 
Starkweather,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Strong,  'J'homas,  James 
Thompson,  Jacob  'Phompson,  Robert  A.  Thonip-on,  Wil- 
liam 'J'hompson,  1'hurston.  Turner,  Venable,  VVentworth, 
Wick,  Williams,  Wiley,  Wilmot,  and  Woo.hvard. 

Robert  E.  Hornor,  having  received  a  majority 
of  the  whole  number  of  votes  given,  was  declared 
duly  elected  Doorkeeper  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  Thirtieth  Congress;  and,  present- 
ing himself  at  the  Speaker's  table,  he  was  qualified 
according  to  law,  and  entered  upon  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ELIAS  B.  HOLMES, 
Rcsolred,  That  this  House  do  now  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Postmaster  of  the  House  of  Repiesi'iitatives  of  the 
United  Slates  for  the  Thirtieth  Congress  viva  voee. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  nominations  for 
Postmaster  would  now  be  received. 

Mr.  McDowell  nominated  John  M.  John- 
son. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  nominated  William  J. 
McCormick. 

Mr.  McDowell,  Mr.  Barringer,  and  Mr. 
Pollock,  were  ap[)ointed  tellers. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  inquired  if  a  motion  to 
adjourn  was  in  order.' 

The  SPEAKER  said  a  motion  to  adjourn  was 
always  in  order. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  said,  as  the  thirst  for 
blood  ought  to  be  saled  by  this  day's  work,  he 
would  move  that  the  House  do  now  adjr)urn. 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  rejected. 

The  SPEAKER  then  directed  tlie  Clerk  to  call 
the  roll;  which  being  done,  the  tellers  reported 
that  the  whole  number  of^votes  given  were  221; 
necessary  to  a  choice  111;  of  which — 

John  M.  Johnson  received Ill 

William  J.  MeCormi<k 110 

The  following  is  the  vote: 

For  Mr.  John  M.  Johnson— Me.ss^rs.  Atkinson,  Bayly, 
Beale,  Bedinger,  Bingham,  Biidsall,  Black,  Boeoek,  Bow- 
don, Bow'lin,  Boyd,  Brodhead,  William  G.  Brown,  Charles 
Brown,  Burt,  Catheart,  Chase,  Clapp,  Franklin  Clark, 
l!ev(>rly  L.  i;iaik,  Mowell  Cobb,  Williamson  K.  VV.  Cobb, 
Collins,  Cummins,  Daniel,  Diekinson,  Edsall,  Faran,  Fea- 
thersloii,  Ficklin,  Fries,  French,  Green,  Willard  P.  Hall, 
llannnons,  Haralson,  Harmanson,  Harris,  Henley,  Hill, 
George  S.  Houston,  John  VV.  Houston,  Inge,  Charles  J. 
Ingersoll,  Iverson,  Jackson,  Jamieson,  Jenkins,  .Andrew 
Johnson,  James  H.  Johnson,  RobiMt  W.  Johnson,  Geoige  \V'. 
Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennon,  Lahm,  La  Sfire,  Sidney  Law- 
rence, LeiHer,  Levin,  Ligon,  Lord,  LunipUin,  Maelay, 
McCblland.  MeClernand,  jMeDowell,  McKay,  Meliiine, 
Mann,  Mnide,  .\,iller,  Munis.  Morse.  \,lirphy,  Nicoll.  Itlntt, 
Hicliarilsoii,  Hieliev,  Kobinson,  Rockhill,  Sawyer,  Palfiey, 
Peaslee,  Peek,  Pitrie,  Pettit,  i'cyton,  llulps,  Sin:pson, 
Sims,  Smart,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  SlarkweiUlier,  (  liarles 
i;.  Smart,  Slroim,  'Phibodeanx, Thomas,  James  I'hompson, 
Jacob  ■J'hompson,  Robert  A. 'i'hompson,  William 'I'hompscm, 
'Phuiston,  Turner,  Venable,  Wentworlb,  Wick,  Williams, 
Wiley,  VViiniot,  and  VVo^ward. 
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For  Mr.  Win.  J.  lyfcCormick— Messrs.  Abbott,  John  Qiiincy 
Adams, Green  Adams,  Aslimuii,  Bciriinger,  Barrow,  Btlcher, 
Blancliard,  Botts,  lioydcn,  Brady,  Buckner,  Butler,  Cabell, 
Caiiby,  Chapman,  Cliiigman,  Cocke,  Cnllanier,  Conger, 
Cranston,  Crisfield,  Crowell,  Crozler,  Dirkey,  Dixon,  Don- 
iiell,  Duer,  Daniel  Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckert, Edwards.  Embrce, 
Alexander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Furrelly,  Fisher,  Flournoy, 
Frcedley,  Fulton,  Gayle,  Gentry,  Gidiiings,  Goggin,Gott, 
Gregory,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  James  G.  Hamp- 
ton, Moses  Hampton,  Haskell,  Henry,  Hilliard,  Isaac  E. 
Holmes,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  Hornbeok,  Hubbard,  Hudson, 
Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Irigersoll,  Irvin,  John  VV.  Jor(es,  Kellogg, 
Thomas  Butler  King,  Daniel  P.  King,  William  T.  Jjawrence, 
Lincoln,  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Marvin,  Morehead,  Mullin, 
Nelson,  Nes,  Newell,  Outlaw,  Presion,  Putnam,  Reynolds, 
Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Roman,  Kose,  Root, 
Ruinsey,  St.  John,  Schenck,  She|)perd,  Sherrill,  Slinger- 
)and,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stephens,  Andrew 
Stewart,  Strohni,  Sylvester,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Tompkins, 
Richard  W.  Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Toombs,  Tuck, 
Vandyke,  Vinton,  Warren,  White,  Wilson,  and  Wintlirop. 

John  M.  Johnson,  having-  received  a  majority 
of  the  whole  number  of  votes  given,  was  declared 
duly  elected  Postmaster  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  Thirtieth  Congiess. 

SMITHSONIAN   INSTITUTION. 

Mr.  WHITE  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow,  or 
some  subsequent  day,  he  would  move  to  amend 
the  rules  of  the  House,  so  as  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  a  Committee  on  the  Smithsonian 
Institution. 

CONGRESS  LIBRARY. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  (the  Senate  concurring,)  That  a  joint  commit- 
tee of  three  members  of  each  House  be  appointed  to  direct 
and  superintend  the  expenditure  of  all  moneys  appropriated 
for  the  purchase  of  booj^s  for  the  Library  of  Congress,  and 
all  such  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  said  library  not 
otherwise  provided  for  by  law. 

Pending  said  resolution,  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  December  9,  1847. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
n  communication  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
made  agreeably  to  law,  accompanied  by  copies  of 
the  Tieasurer's  accounts  with  the  United  States 
for  the  third  and  fourth  quarters  of  1846,  and  first 
and  second  quarters  of  1847,  as  adjusted  by  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  treasury. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  also  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Second  Auditor 
of  the  Treasury,  made  agreeably  to  law.  transmit- 
ting copies  of  such  accounts  as  have  been  rendered 
by  persons  charged  or  intrusted  with  the  disburse- 
ment or  application  of  moneys,  goods,  or  effects, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  from  the  1st  October, 
1845,  to  the  30th  September,  1846,  inclusive;  to- 
gether with  a  statement  containing  a  list  of  the 
names  of  all  persons  to  whom  goods,  moneys,  or 
effects,  have  been  delivered  within  the  same  period, 
specifying  the  amount  and  object  for  which  they 
were  intended,  the  amount  accounted  for,  and  the 
balances  (under  each  specific  head)  still  remaining 
in  their  hands. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  the  petition  of  Doro- 
thea Payne,  v/idow  of  Adams  Payne,  deceased,  a 
soldier  in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  praying 
that  she  may  be  allowed  a  pension. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  presented  the  petition  of  David 
B.  Sears,  of  Illinois,  praying  the  right  of  preemp- 
tion to  a  certain  tract  of  land. 

Mr.  CLARKE  presented  resolutions  of  the  State 
of  Rhode  Island  and  BJovidence  Plantations,  in 
favor  of  a  railroad  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the 
Pacific  coast,  and  the  appropriation  of  public  lands 
on  the  route,  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  that  ob- 
ject; which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HALE  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  with- 
draw from  the  files  of  the  Senate  the  petition  and 
papers  of  William  Fuller  and  Orlando  Saltmarsh. 

Mr.  NILES  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  with- 
draw the  petition  and  papers  of  Walter  Loomis 
and  Aliel  Gay. 

Mr.  STURGEON  a.sked  and  obtained  leave  to 
\yithdraw  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  the  memo- 
rial of  Titian  R.  Peale  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments. 

Mr.  PEARCE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  eom- 
niunicatft  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  military  rcconnoissance 
of  the  route  frnui  Fort  Liavenworth,  in  Missouri,  to  San 
Diego,  in  California,  by  Lieutetiant  William  H.  Ejuory,  of 
the  Topourapliical  Engineers,  with  the  map  of  (he  said  route, 


and  of  the  Arkansas,  Del  Norte,  and  Gila  rivers ;  as  also  the 
report  of  Colonel  Philip  St.  George  Cooke's  route  to  Cali- 
fornia, after  diverging  from  the  track  of  General  Kearny. 

Mr.  BREESE  moved  that  when  the  Senate  ad- 
journ, it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday. 

Mr.  JEFFERSON  DAVIS  requested  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the 
present,  as  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury was  expected  every  moment. 

Mr.  BREESE.  Mine  is  not  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  JEFFERSON  DAVIS.  I  misunderstood 
the  Senator. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to;  and  it  was 

Ordered,  That  when  the  Senate  adjourn,  it  be 
to  Monday  next. 

THE  LATE  SENATOR    HUNTINGTON. 

Mr.  NILES  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  as 
follows: 

Mr.  President  :  It  is  a  painful  duty  devolved 
upon  me  to  announce  to  the  Senate  that,  during  its 
vacation,  one  of  its  members  has  been  removed  by 
death. 

The  Hon.  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  a  Senator 
from  Connecticut,  died  at  his  residence  in  Nor- 
wich, in  that  State,  on  the  second  day  of  Novem- 
ber last.  His  sickness  was  short,  but  severe, 
which  he  bore  with  the  Christian  fortitude  becom- 
ing a  strong  mind,  and  died  with  calmness  and  re- 
signation and  an  abiding  hope  of  a  happy  immor- 
tality. 

Of  the  public  services'and  private  character  of  my 
late  colleague,  I  deem  it  necessary  to  .say  but  a  few 
words  on  this  occasion.  Those  who  knew  him 
best,  and  were  enabled  most  justly  to  appreciate 
his  abilities  and  manly  virtues,  will  take  care  that 
justice  be  done  to  his  memory. 

With  the  advantages  of  a  regular  classical  edu- 
cation, Mr.  Huntington  prepared  himself  for  the 
legal  profession,  which  he  entered  upon  with  a 
high  promise  of  success,  which  his  talents,  and  in- 
dustry soon  realized.  At  an  early  age  he  attained 
a  reputation  and  standing  at  the  bar  which  com- 
manded the  respect  of  his  professional  brethren, 
and  the  confidence  of  the  public. 

In  connexion  with  his  professional  business,  he 
was  for  several  years  associated  with  the  late  Judge 
Gould  in  a  law  school,  where  his  lectures  eviticcd 
the  extent  and  accuracy  of  his  legal  acquirements. 

From  this  field  of  his  labors  he  was  removed  in 
1828  to  take  a  part  in  the  public  councils  of  his 
State  and  country — ^first  as  a  member  of  the  State 
Legislature,  then  as  a  Pi.epresentative  in  the  twen- 
ty-first Congress  of  the  United  States,  followed  by 
a  reelection  to  the  twenty-second,  and  again  to  the 
twenty-third  Congress.  During  his  five  years  ser- 
vice in  the  House  of  Representatives,  he  was  dis- 
tinguished for  his  industry  and  for  his  zealous  and 
laborious  devotion  to  public  duties.  In  May, 
1834,  whilst  one  year  of  his  congressional  term 
remained,  he  was  called  t8  a  seat  on  the  bench  of 
the  supreme  coui*t  of  judicature  of  the  State  ;  the 
arduous  and  responsible  duties  of  which  he  dis- 
charged for  six  years  with  faithfulness  and  ability, 
and  to  the  general  acceptance  of  the  public.  From 
this  exalted  station,  in  1840  he  was  transferred  to 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to  fill  an  unexpired 
term  of  four  years,  and  was  subsequently  reelect- 
ed for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  March,  1845. 

Of  his  services  in  this  body — his  remarkable 
industry — his  habits  of  research  and  investiga- 
tion— his  zealous  and  laborious  devotion  to  public 
business — it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  speak,  as 
those  of  you  who  were  associated  with  him  in 
these  high  duties  can  bear  testimony  to  his  labors, 
his  researches,  and  his  ability. 

If  he  sometimes  displayed  the  ardor  of  the  par^ 
tisan,  all,  I  think,  will  accord  to  him  the  merit  of 
frankness,  sincerity,  and  honesty  in  his  opinions 
and  purposes.  If  zealous  as  a  |)olitician,  he  was  a 
sincere  friend  to  his  country,  and  ardently  sought 
to  advance  wl^at  he  believed  to  be  its  highest  inter- 
ests, its  most  enduring  fame. 

Both  in  his  public  career  and  in  his  irreproach- 
able character  in  the  wallis  of  private  life,  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  say  that  he  well  sustained  the  honor  of  the 
name  he  bore,  distinguished  as  it  has  been  in  the 
public  history  of  his  native  State. 

In  concludiug  these  remarks,  I  hope  to  be  ex- 
cused ibr  alluding  to  the  unexampled  bereavements 
whicli  the  Senate  has  sustained  the  past  year  in 
the  death  of  four  of  its  incnibers,  all  in  the  jirime 
of  life,  all  endeared  to  their  associates,  and  all  sus- 
taining a  high  and  honorable  standing  here  and 


before  the  country.  May  these  dispensations  o( 
Providence  admonish  us  that  public  honors  and 
exalted  station  do  not  add  tljc  least  strength  to  the 
tenure  by  which  we  hold  our  lives.  May  they 
remind  us  all  that  the  exciting  scenes  which  sur- 
round us,  and  the  deep  inteicst  in  questions  which 
come  before  us,  may  concern  us  individually  but 
for  a  day  or  an  hour;  and,  by  moderating  the  in- 
temperance of  partisan  zeal,  may  they  dispo.se  the 
minds  of  all,  at  this  interesting  crisis  of  our  public 
affairs,  to  act  with  moderation  and  justice,  and  with 
a  single  view  to  the  best  and  highest  interests  of 
our  common  country. 

Mr.  NILES  concluded  by  offering  the  following 
resolutions: 

Reiolced,  unanimoudy.  That  the  Senate,  from  a  sincere 
desire  of  showing  every  mark  of  respect  due  to  the  memory 
of  the  Hon.  Jabez  W.  Huntington,  late  a  member  thereof, 
will  go  into  mourning  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for 
thirty  days. 

Resolved,  unanvnomly.  That,  as  an  additional  mark  of 
respect  for  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hdntington,  the 
Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives accordingly. 

The  resolutions  having  been  adopted, 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  December  9,  1847. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  Mr.  Timothy  Pills- 
bury,  from  the  State  of  Texas,  appeared,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the  House  to-day. 

Mr.  JAMIESON  said  that,  in  order  to  complete 
the  organization  of  the  House  by  the  appointment 
of  the  standing  committees,  and  to  afford  the 
Speaker  time,  he  moved  that  when  the  House' 
adjourn  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Agreed  to. 

The  resolution  moved  yesterday  by  Mr.  Colla- 
mer,  providing  for  a  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Library,  was  taken  up,  read,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  gave  notice  that  on  to-mor- 
row, or  some  subsequent  day,  he  would  ask  leave  to 
intioducea  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  repeal  so  much 
of  the  13th  section  of  the  act  entided  'An  act  to  es- 
tablish certain  post  routes  and  for  other  purposes,' 
approved  March  3, 1847,  as  authorizes  a  charge  of 
postage  on  newspapers  conveyed  in  the  mail  with- 
in thirty  miles  t'roni  the  city,  town,  or  other  place 
in  which  the  paper  is  or  may  be  published.'' 

CONGRESSIONAL   CHAPLAINS. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  (the  Senate  concurring,)  That  two  Chajjlains  to 

Congress,  of  different  denominations,  be  elected,   one  by 

each  House,  to  officiate  during  the  present  session,  and  that 

they  shall  interchange  weekly. 

Mr.  PETTIT  rose  to  detain  the  House  for  a 
few  moments  only,  simply  to  reiterate  what  he 
had  heretofore  said  on  the  subject  which  this  res- 
olution presented  to  their  consideration,  and  for 
the  utterance  of  which  he  had  been  exposed  to 
great  reproach.  He  was  impressed  with  the  sol- 
emn conviction  that  this  House  had  no  power — 
that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  together  had  no 
power — to  appropriate  the  public  money  for  reli- 
gious puqioses;  and  hence  he  was  opposed  to  the 
passage  of  this  resolution.  To  him  the  proposi- 
tion was  plain,  that  the  National  Legislature  had 
no  power  at  all  to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  reli- 
gion; and  surely  they  could  not  appropriate  money 
for  purposes  respecting  which  they  had  no  power 
to  legislate.  No  member  on  that  floor  would 
surely  present  the  absurd  proposition  that  they 
had  power  to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  religion  in 
any  form;  for  tlie  fiamers  of  the  Constitution  had 
wisely  prohibited  their  doing  so  by  the  provisions 
of  that  instrument,  which  was  given  to  them  for 
their  n;overnment.  When  the  States  organized 
their  Governments,  in  some  of  them  there  existed 
an  established  religion,  in  others  there  were  vari- 
ous religions  alike  tolerated,  v/hile  in  some  there 
was  a  great  preponderance  of  one.  The  New 
England  States  were  almost  all  puritanical;  Mary- 
land was  almost  exclusively  Catholic — the  univer- 
sal religion,  the  Catholic  faith,  having  been  adopt- 
ed by  them.  Other  States  had  many  religions. 
In  order,  thei-efore,  to  avoid  a  collision  of  creeds 
and  the  interests  of  these  various  denominations, 
and  to  avoid  trampling  on  the  rights  ;uul  privileges 
of  any,  in  the  Constitution  a  piovision  was  in- 
serted prohibiting  Congress  from  making  any  law 
respecting  an  established  religion.     If,  then,  Con- 


16 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Dec.  9. 


gress  could  not  legislate  on  the  subject  of  religion, 
it  certainly  followed — this  at  least  was  clear  to  his 
mind — that  they  could  not  appropriate  money 
where  they  could  not  le'j;islate. 

A  few  days  since,  in  the  presence  of  the  Speaker 
and  of  the  House,  he  held  ufi  his  hand,  and,  so- 
lemnly appealing  to  the  Supreme  Being,  promised 
to  su|)port  the  Constitution  of  these  United  Stales 
"so  help  me  God;'"  and  it  was  his  sincere  purpose 
to  adhere  to  that  solemn  obligation.  He  was 
bound  to  support  the  Constitution  as  he  under- 
stood it,  and  he  could  not  recognise  any  ])ower  as 
possessed  of  the  right  to  construe  that  instrument 
for  him,  or  to  control  his  actions  under  it. 

He  did  not  wholly  object  to  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution;  for  he  was  prepared  with  an  amend- 
ment to  provide  substantially  for  the  accomplish- 
iiieiit  of  the  same  purpose.  He  did  not  object  to 
the  electron  or  appointment  of  Chaplains  and  the 
opening  of  the  deliberations  every  morning  by  an 
appeal  to  the  Throne  of  Grace;  and  he  had  no 
doubt,  constituted  as  they  were,  that  this  body 
would  need  such  appeals.  Whether  they  should 
be  able  to  derive  much  good  from  them  he  did  not 
know.  It  would  be  well  for  them  if  they  should 
get  a  devout  man  to  pray  for  them:  he  hoped  tlicy 
should  get  one,  for  they  were  assured  that  the 
"  fervent  prayer  of  tiie  righteous  availeth  much." 
The  prayer  of  any  other  would  not  be  heard;  and 
hence,  b)'  the  choice  of  any  other,  they  should 
not  be  profiled. 

But  he  had  to  the  resolution  a  serious  objec- 
tion, and  he  now  gave  notice  that  he  should  offer 
an  amendment  and  an  addition  to  it.  First,  as  an 
amendment,  he  should  ask  the  House  to  strike  out 
the  words  "different  denominations,"  and  for  a 
very  good  and  obvious  reason,  which  must  appeal 
to  all  men  of  common  sense.  Why  was  it,  he 
asked,  that  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  should  be 
compelled  to  employ  chaplains  of  different  denom- 
inations under  this  resolution  ?  If  there  were  a 
religion  at  all,  then;  must  be  a  true,  a^uiiversal,  a 
catholic  religion.  But,  as  there  were  many  sects, 
while  there  was  orthodoxy,  there  was  also  hetero- 
doxy. If,  then,  out  of  six  hundred  and  forty  dif- 
ferent denominations  into  which  the  Christian 
world  is  divided,  there  be  but  one  right  and  true 
religion — and  lie  held  that  there  could  be  but  one 
right,  and  pure,  and  holy — this  House  might  choose 
tlie  right,  and  the  Senate,  under  this  resolution, 
must  l)C  content  with  the  heterodox;  orthe  House 
mi^ht  lie  in  this  position  if  the  Senate  should  first 
choose  its  chaplain,  and  elect  from  the  true  church. 
Under  such  circumstances  the  Senate  would  have 
pure  and  undefiled  religion  preached  to  them,  but 
the  House  must  submit  to  have  broadcast  amongst 
them  that  which  was  not  true.  He  was  aware 
that  these  chaplains  were  to  exchange  weekly,  and 
thus  one  week  they  should  listen  to  the  proper 
authority,  and  their  prayers  might  be  acceptable 
at  the  Tliionc  of  Grace;  but  on  the  next  week  they 
would  have  one  of  a  different  denomination,  whose 
prayers  could  not  possibly  be  heard.  Now — and 
he  was  not  disposed  to  urge  this  subject  further — 
how  childish  it  was  to  prescribe  such  a  limitation. 
If  a  majority  of  the  Senate  .should  prefer  a  Catho- 
lic, although  a  majority  of  this  House  might  be 
Catholics,  they  would  be  prohibited  in  their  selec- 
tion to  elect  a  chaplain  of  their  own  creed.  The 
same  observation  would  apply  to  all  other  denomi- 
nations. And  why,  he  would  ask,  if  they  were 
Methodists,  should  they  not  have  a  Methodist 
chaplain  here?  He  repeated  that  the  restriction  in 
this  resolution  was  childish  and  absurd;  and  he 
sh')uld  first  move  to  strike  out  the  words  "  differ- 
ent denominations,"  so  that  -ill  creeds  and  denomi- 
>iatir)ns  should  be  at  liberty  to  come  and  participate 
in  the  scramlile  for  tin;  prize. 

He  should  next  ask  the  House  to  add  to  the 
resolution  this  provision  :  "  Provided,  Such  chap- 
lains shall  be  paid  by  the  members  of  the  respec- 
tive Houses,  and  the  United  States  shall  not  be 
liable  for  their  salaries  nor  any  part  thereof."  He 
should  ask  f(jr  the  adoption  of  this  proviso,  bc- 
cuu.sc  he  doubted  the  propriety  of  appropriating 
money  from  the  public  treasury  for  such  [)ur- 
poses,  while  (he  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates 
retained  its  existing  pjovision  prohibiting  legisla- 
tion on  the  subject  of  religion.  He  had  no  objec- 
tion, as  he  had  said  already,  to  commence  each 
day's  deliberations  with  prayer,  and  for  the  ser- 
vices of  a  chaplain  he  would  f)ay  as  much  as  any 
one.  He  was  not  aware  that  he  needed  as  much 
again  ns  any  other  tmrnber  the  benefits  of  prayer, 


but  he  was  willing  to  pay  as  much  again.     In  this 
respect  he  was  disposed  to  be  liberal.  If  they  con- 
tinued the  remuneration  heretofore  given — $500^- 
thc  proportion  of  each   would   be  $2  30;  but  he 
would  pay  ^5  of  that  amount.     It  was  not  from  a 
dislike  of  prayer  that   he  thus  objected,  but  from 
a  conviction  that   they  had   no  power  to  put  their 
hands  into  the  public   treasury  and   take  the  mo- 
ney which  was  drawn  from    believer  and   unbe- 
liever. Christian  and  Jew,  Gentile  and  Mahomet- 
an, and  pay  for  a  religion   in  which  so  many  who 
contributed  to  that  common  fund  did  not  believe. 
He  believed   that  they  had  no  such  power.     He 
spoke  prompted  by  a  consciousness  of  doing'right. 
He  would  detain    the  House   but  little  longer, 
though  he  would  take  occasion  to  say  that  he  had 
spoken  on  this  subject  to  his  constituents  over  and 
over  again,  and  they  knew  that  he  came  here  pre- 
pared to  pursue  this  course  so  long  as  they  hon- 
I  ored  him  with  a  sent  on  this  floor.    He  was  aware 
that  he  had  exposed   himself  to  great  as|5ersions, 
but   this   did  not  influence  him.     He  could,  if  it 
i  were  necessary,  give  some  beautiful   illustrations 
of  the  class  of  men  that  aspersed  him — men,  some 
of  them,  whose  hair  would  not  have  grown  but  for 
Executive  clemency.    Yes,  he  had  been  denounced 
by  men  who  had  not  been  two  weeks  from  within 
the  walls  of  a  penitentiary  for  the  violation  of  the 
laws  both   of  God   and  man — the   shedder  of  a 
I  brother's  blood.     The  denunciations  of  such  men 
]  he  heeded  not,  for  he  had  acted  from  a  conscious- 
j  ness  of  duty  and  of  right;  and  he  now  in  the  same 
[  spirit  asked  the  House  to  relieve  him  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  voting  for  a  chaplain  of  a  denomination 
difl'erent  from  the  one  the  Senate  should  select, 
and  relieve  him  from  the  unpleasant  necessity  of 
;  voting  against    this   resolution.     If  a  respectable 
chaplain  could  be  obtained,  he  repeated  his  offer  to 
I  pay  double  the  amount  that  any  other  member 
should  pay.     He  desired   the  services  of  a  chap- 
lain,  but  he  was  convinced   this  House  had  no 
i  power  to  appropriate   money  for  such   purposes. 
i  If  it  could  be  done  for  such  purposes  here,  it  could 
be  done  for  like  purposes  elsewhere.     The  power 
by  wliich   they  could   do   so   here,  would   enable 
them  to  provide  chaplains  for  every  precinct  and 
township  in  the  country,  and  to  compel  the  people 
to  pay  into  the  treasury  money  ostensibly  for  the 
sup|)ort  of  the  army  and  the  navy,  from  which  to 
pay  for  such  chaplains  as  Congress  might  appoint 
1  for  them.     If  they  had  power  to  do  it  here,  they 
had   power  to   do   it  over  the  whole  Union,  and 
i  thus   the  Constiiution   would   be   subverted.     He 
desired   the  members  of  this  House  to   pay  their 
own   chaplains  tis  they  paid  for  everything  else. 
I  These  were   not  services  to   be  rendered    to   the 
j  Union,  but  to  them  individually,  and  hence  they 
!  should    pay    for    such   services    themselves.     He 
■  concluded  by  moving  to  strike  out  the  words  "  of 
;  differeut   denominations^"    and   add,    ^^  Provided. 
I  Such  chaplains  shall  be  paid  by  the  members  of  the 
;  respective  Houses,  and  the  Unite'd  States  shall  not 
be  liable  for  their  salaries  or  any  part  thereof." 
The  amendment  having  been  read — 
Mr.  P.  called  for  a  division  of  the  question,  so 
I  that  the  vote  might  be  taken  first  on  the  striking 
j  out,  on  which  he  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
i       The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered,  and  the 
motion  to  strike  out  was  negatived. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to 
amend,  by  adding  the  proviso. 

Mr.  P.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon, 
which  were^not  ordered. 
The  amendment  was  then  rejected. 
The  question  again  recurred  on  the  original  re- 
solution. 

Mr.  PETTIT  moved  an  adjournment.    Lost. 
The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

APPOINTMENT  OF  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  HENLEY  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Rcsolred,  Tlinl  tlie  staiidiiij;  coiiiinitlt'cs  of  this  House  lie 
now  !ii)|)onU(!(i. 

Mr.  VINTON  inquired  whether  the  standing 
committees,  if  appointed,  would  not  expire  in  ten 
days,  with  the  rules  under  which  the  House  now 
acted. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that,  by  a  resolution  of 
the  House,  the  existing  rules  were  operative  until 
the  third  M(niday  of  the  present  month. 

Mr.  VINTOiN  was  understood  to  say  that  he 
desired  to  guard  against  a  possible  contingency  to 
which  he  had  referred,  and  also  to  divide  the  du- 
ties of  one  of  the   standing  committees  of  this 


House,  and  therefore  he  offered  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Henley.] 

[Of  these  resolutions  we  failed  to  procure  a  copy. 
They  proposed  to  divide  the  duties  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  between  a  Committee  on 
Foreign  Commerce  and  a  Committee  on  Commerce 
among  the  States.] 

Mr.  COBB  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He  de- 
sired to  be  informed  whether  the  resolutions  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  could  be  received  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Henley.]  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  in  fact  offered  a  new  rule  in  relation  to  a 
standing  committee  as  an  amendment  to  a  resolu- 
tion, which  he  apprehended  was  not  in  order.  "To 
such  a  course  he  oijjected. 

The  SPEAKER"  remarked,  that  if  objection 
were  made,  one  day's  notice  would  be  necessary 
before  the  House  could  act  upon  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  VINTON  would  move  then  to  amend  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Henley]  by  adding  "except  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,"  and  a  provision  to  limit  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  commitlees  to  the  present  session. 

Mr.  HENLEY  accepted  the  laiier  part  of  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  inquired  if  it  was  pro- 
posed by  this  resolution  to  appoint  the  committees 
forthwith. 

.  The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  simply  pro- 
posed to  give  the  Chair  authority  to  appoint  the 
usual  standino;  committees. 

Mr.  JAMIESON  asked  whether,  the  rules  of  the 
last  Congress  having  by  resolution  been  adopted 
by  the  present  House  to  be  in  force  until  the  select 
committee  on  that  subject  should  report,  the  ne- 
cessity for  such  a  resolution  as  this  was  not  there- 
by superseded,  and  the  Speaker  could  not  now 
proceed,  without  other  authority,  to  appoint  the 
committees.' 

Mr.  STANTON,  too,  inquired  whether  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  even  in 
its  modified  form,  was  now  in  order.' 

The  SPEAKER  understood  it  was  simply  an 
amendment  to  suspend  the  authority  to  appoint 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  he  considered  it 
in  order. 

Mr.  VINTON  reminded  the  House  of  the  vast 
extent  of  this  Union,  the  great  amount  of  its  com- 
merce, and  the  growing  importance  of  our  com- 
mercial relations,  not  only  between  the  several 
Stales  of  this  Union,  but  with  foreign  nations, 
which  furnished  in  his  judgment,  sufficient  busi- 
ness for  two  distinct  commitlees  of  this  House, 
such  as  his  resolutions  contemplated.  The  inter- 
nal commerce  among  the  States  would,  of  course, 
embrace  the  coasting  trade  between  Boston  and 
New  York,  or  New  York  and  New  Orleans,  which 
was  as  much  internal  trade  as  that  between  Chi- 
cago and  New  York,  or  Cleveland  and  Boston. 
He  was  desirous  to  see  a  committee  on  the  internal 
trade  of  the  Union  appointed,  because,  great  as 
that  commerce  now  was,  and  great  as  were  the 
resources  of  this  country,  we  knew  comparatively 
nothing  of  them — nothing  of  what  we  were  dt)ing; 
nor  should  we  ever  know  anyihing  of  ourselves 
until  we  had  a  Home  Department  by  which  we 
could  obtain  statistics  of  our  trade.  With  these 
views,  he  had  proposed  the  appointment  of  such 
a  committee,  with  the  desiijn  of  preparing  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Home  Department.  If  we  had 
a  committee  to  lake  into  consideration  the  trade 
among  the  States,  it  would  be  enabled  not  only  to 
direct  attention  to  that  important  branch  of  com- 
merce, but  to  lay  before  the  House  such  facts  as 
would  enable  them  to  know  its  extent,  to  provide 
for  its  encouragement,  and  to  secure  its  apfirecia- 
tion  by  the  people  ot'  the  United  Slates.  Then, 
and  not  till  then,  should  we  be  able  to  understaml 
and  realize  not  only  what  we  are  doing,  but  what 
wc  are  capable  of  doing. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  without  intending  to  embar- 
rass the  project  of  the  gentleman  n-om  Ohio, 
thought  the  adoption  of  such  an  exception  as  he 
had  now  moved  inight  obstruct  the  appointment 
of  the  other  ccnnmiltees.  It  was  very  desirable 
that  the  Speaker  should  have  before  him  all  the 
committees  that  were  to  be  appointed,  that  he 
might  make  proper  selections  of  gentlemen  to 
serve  on  each;  and  therefore  he  would  propose  an 
amendment  whereby  authority  should  be  given 
not  only  to  appoint  all  the  other  committees  as 
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heretofore,  but  two  committees  also,  one  on  for- 
eign and  the  other  on  internal  commerce.  He  was 
aware  that  this,  being  an  alteration  of  a  rule,  could 
not  be  done  without  one  day's  notice,  if  any  gen- 
tleman objected;  but  by  general  consent  it  could 
be  done  at  once. 

Mr.  RHETT  inquired  whether,  if  objection 
were  made,  it  must  not  lie  over  one  day. 

The  SPE.^KER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

'Mr.  RHETT  objected,  then.  If  gentlemen  de- 
sired this  additional  committee,  let  the  other  com- 
mittees be  organized,  and  then  let  this  proposition 
come  before  the  House  in  its  proper  course,  when 
it  could  be  gravely  considered. 

Mr.  BOYD  said  he  understood  there  was  a  doc- 
ument on  the  Speaker's  desk  fjom  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  which  he  desired  to  have  dis- 
posed of,  as  it  would  be  necessarj'  that  it  should 
be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  he  had  before 
him  several  communications,  which  would  come 
up  in  their  order. 

Mr.  BOYD  hoped  general  consent  would  be  ob- 
tained for  the  disposal  of  these  communications 
now. 

Mr.  VINTON  urged  his  proposition  to  divide 
the  duties  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  at  this 
time,  to  avoid  a  subsequent  disbanding  of  that 
committee  hereafter,  or  the  appointment  of  two 
committees  in  addition  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  HOLMES  understood  that  his  colleague 
[Mr.  Rhett]  had  objected,  to  avoid  embarrassing 
the  Speaker  in  his  appointment  of  standing  com- 
mittees. He  did  not  understand  his  colleague  as 
objecting  to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  but  to  the  form  and  manner  of  its  introduc- 
tion at  this  time.  If  he  did  not  state  his  colleague's 
views  right,  he  hoped  he  should  be  corrected. 

Mr.  RHETT  had  said  not  a  word  as  to  the 
merits  of  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio. 

Mr.  HOLMES  had  so  understood  his  colleague, 
and'it  was  on  that  he  was  about  to  base  his  propo- 
sition. If  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
concurred  in  the  proposition,  was  this  not  the  time 
at  which  the  House  should  determine  on  its  adop- 
tion, because  in  the  appointment  of  committees  the 
Speaker  should  be  able  to  select  the  qualifications 
and  talent  requisite  for  each  .'  Now,  if  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  commerce  was  to  be  a  distinct 
committee,  and  they  were  to  have  another  on  in- 
ternal commerce,  let  the  Speaker  know  this,  so 
that  he  may  determine  the  character  of  each,  and 
avail  himself  of  the  best  talent  the  House  furnish- 
ed for  tliat  purpose.  He  concurred  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  in  the  opinion  of  the  necessity 
for  such  a  division  of  the  labors  of  this  committee. 
When  he  had  the  honor  to  preside  over  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  its  time  was  occupied  day 
after  day  with  internal  affairs,  which  prevented  a 
proper  investigation  of  important  and  complicated 
external  matters.  Two-thirds  of  its  ^ime  was 
taken  up  with  the  consideration  of  such  subjects 
as  bounties  on  codfish,  while  the  vastly  more  im- 
portant subjects  were  greatly  neglected.  He  trust- 
ed the  House  would  now  go  into  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  of  his  friend  from  Ohio,  and  de- 
termine on  having  a  committee  whose  attention 
should  be  directed  to  our  increasing  commerce, 
which  the  present  position  of  China  opens  to  us, 
which  Oregon  and  California  are  likely  to  afford, 
which  Polynesia,  the  German  States,  and  other 
portions  of  the  earth  may  furnish  to  us.  This 
might  now  justify  the  appointment  of  a  distinct 
committee,  to  consist  of  gentlemen  whose  views 
shall  be  enlarged  beyond  fishing  bounties,  and  em- 
brace the  commerce  between  us  and  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  [Mr.  Collamer]  that  there  were 
two  ways  by  which  his  amendment  could  be 
brought  before  the  House.  One  was  by  general 
consent,  which  it  was  not  probable  he  would  ob- 
tain. The  other  was  by  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
which  he  (Mr.  S.)  would  now  move. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  motion  to  be  out 


of  order  until  all  pending  questions  were  disposed 
of. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  hoped,  then,  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  [Mr.  Henley]  would  so  amend 
his  resolution  as  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of 
these  two  committees. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  it  was  evident  the  discus- 
sion of  that  subject  would  consume  sometime,  and 
therefore  he  could  not  consent. 

Mr.  RHETT  said,  when  he  objected  to  the  re- 
solutions or  amendments  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Vinton,]  it  was  not  to  avoid  a  discus- 
sion of  the  proposition,  but  to  secure  its  mature 
consideration  when  it  could  be  done  thoroughly. 
The  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Henley]  was  the  ordinary  one  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  the  usual  standing  committees,  and 
with  the  rules  which  the  House  had  adopted  there 
could  be  no  difficulty  in  so  organizing  the  House. 
But  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
was  open  to  weighty  objections,  and  hence  he 
deemed  it  inexpedient  at  this  stage  of  their  busi- 
ness to  entertain  a  proposition  which  would  neces- 
sarily involve  discussion.  He  did  not  wish  his 
colleague  [Mr.  Holmes]  to  understand  that  he  fa- 
vored the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 
No;  a  proposition  for  a  Home  Department,  such  as 
was  there  contemplated,  would  be  forever  opposed 
by  him.  It  was  but  a  renewal  of  a  proposition  of 
Federalism  in  the  time  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
What  was  the  object  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.' 
His  primary  object  he  deemed  utterly  unconstitu- 
tional. Ft  was  to  bring  within  the  control  of  this 
House  the  subject  of  internal  improvements — it 
was  to  get  at  power  to  improve  rivers  and  make 
canals.  Was  not  that  his  object .'  Would  the  gen- 
tleman deny  it.'  It  was  by  means  of  this  commit- 
tee to  reach  a  point  on  which  parties  had  long  dif- 
fered— it  was  to  extend  the  power  of  this  Govern- 
ment ovet'  internal  improvements.  There  might 
be  another  object.  By  internal  commerce  between 
the  States  it  might  be  intended  to  increase  the 
power  of  this  Government  over  and  to  regulate 
other  things  to  which  any  man  with  such  views  of 
the  Constitution  as  he  entertained  would  be  for- 
ever opposed. 

Mr.  HOLMES  interposed  to  remind  his  col- 
league that  this  was  a  proposition  to  divide  the 
duties  of  a  committee  between  two  committees, 
and  he  asked  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
to  sho%v  him  by  what  process  of  logic  he  could  ar- 
rive at  the  conclusion  that  a  division  of  power  was 
an  increase  of  power.  The  maxim  had  been  Di- 
vide  et  impcra. 

Mr.  RHETT  continued.  It  had  been  urged 
that  the  Committee  on  Commerce  could  not  dis- 
charge the  duty  intrusted  to  it.  Many  internal 
questions  had  been  mentioned;  there  was  foreign 
commerce  as  v/ell  as  internal  trade;  and  to  this  time 
they  had  gone  on  with  no  complaint  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  was  unable  to  do  its  duty. 
When  that  committee  should  come  to  this  House 
and  say  it  was  unable  to  discharge  the  duty  de- 
volving on  it,  it  would  be  time  enough  to  appoint 
another  committee.  Would  not  the  adoption  of 
this  amendment  divide  and  tend  to  accumulate 
those  duties  ?  If  a  committee  were  appointed  on 
foreign  commerce  gentlemen  would  be  put  upoii  it 
whose  attention  would  be  turned  to  the  promotion 
of  foreign  commerce,  and  if  a  committee  were  cre- 
ated on  internal  commerce, gentlemen  would  serve 
upon  it  with  congenial  views  and  feelings.  Now, 
could  any  man  doubt — he  put  it  to  the  candor  of 
gentlemen  on  this  floor — if  they  created  these  two 
committees  that  it  would  greatly  extend  the  opera- 
tions of  both.'  Would  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
have  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  on 
internal  commerce  fornothing.' — if  it  could  accom- 
plish no  object  whatever  .'  It  would  accomplish 
an  object.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  saw  it  would. 
It  would  tend  to  consolidate  the  power  of  this  Gov- 
ernment over  the  States.  It  would  tend  to  estab- 
lish a  Home  Department,  which  many  of  them  be- 
lieved would  be  unconstitutional.  He  was  opposed 
to  this  proposition  now,  and  he  should  be  opposed 
to  it  ever. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  said,  if  he  had  undemtood 


the  gentleman  from  Ohio  correctly,  he  had  been 
misunderstood  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina. He  understood  the  object  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  to  be  to  collect  statistics  afid  general 
information  in  relation  to  internal  commerce,  and 
not  to  give  the  proposed  committee  charge  of  inter- 
nal improvements  merely  so  far  as  they  were  recog- 
nised by  this  Government,  and  as  they  had  been 
embraced  in  the  powers  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce as  it  had  been  heretofore  constituted.  If 
the  power  contemplated  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  were  to  be  given  to  this  committee 
by  this  resolution,  as  a  new  power,  he  believed 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  misapprehended  the 
object  of  his  own  motion.  Why,  the  House  had 
a  committee  whose  express  duty  it  was  to  act  upon 
internal  improvement  projects— he  alluded  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals.  What  was  the 
duly  of  that  committee  but  to  introduce  bills  ma- 
king appropriations  for  the  construction  of  road-s 
and  canals  ? 

But  he  disagreed  in  part  with  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio.  He  believed  the  committee  as  already 
constituted,  pos.sesscd  all  the  power  it  could  have 
with  the  division  which  he  contemplated.  And 
he  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, that  tl.e  Committee  on  Commerce  had  alwaj's 
discharged  its  duty  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Hou.se. 
This,  however,  might  be  a  proper  occasion  to  bring 
to  the  notice  of  the  House  the  fact,  that  during  the 
last  session,  the  Committee  on  Commerce  dischar- 
ged duties  that  did  not  properly  and  appropriately 
belong  to  it,  and  from  which  it  should  be  relieved. 
Claims  for  fishing  bounties  ought  to  have  gone  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  other  subjects  re- 
ferred to  it  should  likewise  have  had  other  direc- 
tions. But  still  that  committee  was  able  to  dis- 
charge all  the  business  given  to  it,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  members  and  the  benefit  of  the  country. 

During  the  last  Congress  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  for  the  two  last  months  of  the  lo%, 
and  one  month  of  the  short  session,  had  nothing 
to  do,  having  dispo.sed  of  all  the  business  before 
it;  and  if  that  committee  were  now  constituted  as 
it  should  be,  it  will  be  able  to  do  all  the  duties  the 
House  may  impose  upon  it.  The  appointment  of 
two  committees— the  one  on  foreign  and  the  other 
on  internal  commerce — will  lead  "to  invidious  dis- 
tinctions. The  gentlemen  to  constitute  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  commerce  must  necessarily  be 
taken  from  the  Atlantic  cities;  and  hence  jealousies 
might  be  engendered  which  would  tend  to  defeat 
the  objects  and  purposes  for  which  it  was  designed ; 
whereas  the  single  Committee  on  Conunerce  could 
be  constituted  by  the  selection  of  gentlemen  for  all 
sections  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  VINTON,  with  the  permission  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Michigan,  [Mr.  McClelland,]  said 
his  purpose  was  not  to  create  a  committee  to  whom 
power  was  to  be  given  over  internal  improvements, 
but  who  should  be  charged  with  the  consideration 
of  "  commerce  among  the  several  States,"  to  use 
the  language  of  the  Constitution — that  is,  the  home 
trade  of  the  country,  as  distinguished  from  foreign 
commerce,  or  commerce  with  foreign  nations. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  resumed.'  That  was  the 
question  he  was  going  to  speak  to.  From  the 
slight  knowledge  he  had  of  the  commerce  of  this 
country,  he  found  it  difficult  to  distinguish,  on  the 
lakes,  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  Mississippi,  and 
the  Hudson  andotlierrivers,and  the  Atlantic  coast, 
between  foreign  and  internal  commerce,  and  the 
difficulty  became  greater  every  day.  He  was  not 
prepared  now  to  say  that  he  would  not  go  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  for  such  a  division  of 
the  duties  of  this  committee  ;  but  he  suggested  the 
propriety  of  not  persisting  in  his  motion  at  the 
present  ^time.  Hereafter  there  would  be  ample 
time  for  the  consideration  of  the  subject  without 
obstructing  the  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittees as  heretofore  organized,  and  embarrassing 
the  Speaker. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  suggested,  for  the  purpo.se  of 
accomplishing  the  object  of  the  mover,  that,  if  the 
pending  motion  were  not  agreed  to,  he  would  af- 
terwards move  to  suspend  the  rules,  with  the  in- 
tention of  offering  the  following  : 
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Ordcrcil,  That  the  Htandin;;  committeps  of  this  House  be 
now  appninii'd,  except  tlie  Comniiltee  on  Commerce,  and 
tliat  two  other  comiuitti'os  shall  he  appointed,  to  be  called 
one  the  (7nniinittce  on  ForciKn  Coninipice,  and  the  other 
the  Committee  on  Comni'Tce  amongst  the  J^lMo-i. 

One  word  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  RutcTT.]  He  did  not  intend  to  enga2;e  in  a 
diseussion  of"  liie  constitutionality  of  internal  im- 
provements, whicli  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina apprehended  would  be  involved  in  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House;  but  lie  desired  to  say  that 
he  thought  there  was  no  occasion  for  doubt,  nor 
any  diffictdly  to  apprehend.  He  would  call  the 
ntiention  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  RuiiTT]  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Oliio  [Mr.  Vinton]  on  the  constitutional  provision 
on  wiiich  he  based  his  proposition.  That  provision 
gave  Congres.s  power  "  to  regulate  commerce  with 
foreign  nations  and  among  the  several  States. ''  All 
these  powers  had  been  committed  to  a  single  com- 
mittee, and  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Riiett]  had  said  thatM,  division  of  power  could 
increase  a  pov.er.  The  gentleman  was  alarmed 
at  something;  he  was  alarmed  not  only  at  the  di- 
vision of  power,  but  at  the  division  of  action  in 
carrying  out  of  power.  Now  if  they  looked  at  this 
clause  they  would  see  tliat  there  was  .something 
more  than  he  had  mentioned;  for  the  clause  gave 
other  powers  by  these  words,  "  and  v/ith  the  In- 
dian tribes." 

We  had  already  divided  the  action  on  this  pro- 
vision by  adding  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
a  Committee  on  Indian  AiTairs;  and  if  theie  was 
to  be  difficulty  by  division  now,  there  must  have 
been  dilnculty  then.  This  proposinon  was  only 
for  a  further  subdivision,  which  became  necessary 
in  consequence  of  the  increased  business  of  the 
country — creating  tiiree  instead  of  two  committees; 
a  Committee  on  Foreign  Commerce,  a  Committee 
on  Commerce  among  the  States,  and  a  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs — three  several  committees,  to 
each  of  which  its  appropriate  division  of  labor 
would  be  assigned. 

The  subdivision  of  committees  which  appeared 
to  give  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  so  much 
concern,  was  not  novel  in  this  Government.  It 
had  been  going  on  from  its  institution.  There 
was  formerly  but  one  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures.  That  continued  till  1819,  when 
a  division  was  made.  Then  again  there  were  the 
Public  Lands  and  Private  Lands,  which  were  once 
under  the  purview  of  one  committee,  but  with  which 
now  two  committees  are  charged.  He  also  found 
in  the  same  section  of  the  Constitution  a  clause 
which  gave  to  Congress  power  "  to  make  rules  for 
the  government  and  regulation  of  the  land  and 
naval  forces;"  and  why  should  not  that  be  com- 
mitted to  one  committee?  Because  convenience 
suggested  the  necessity  of  a  division,  and  now  all 
military  matters  were  referred  to  a  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  subjects  relating  to  the  navy 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.  The  Com- 
mittee on  the  Militia,  too,  was  a  subdivision  from 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  All  these  sub- 
divisions were  made  for  convenience  sake,  and  for 
distinct  action  on  particular  subjects.  It  was  use- 
less, however,  to  go  inlo  further  illustrations.  If 
-the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Hk.vi.f.v]  was  adopted,  the  Speaker  would  ap- 
point the  usual  committees.  But  if  the  proposition 
lie  had  to  make  could  be  entertained,  the  Speaker 
would  have  all  his  committees  before  him,  and  he 
would  be  nble  to  discriminate  in  the  selection  of 
gentlemen  to  serve  on  each.  All  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhett] 
in  oi>po.siiion  to  this  further  subdivision  was  based 
on  a  probflbic  abuse  of  power;  but  there  could  be 
an  abuse  of  power  iiy  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
as  well  a.s  by  a  subdivision  of  that  committee;  that 
gentleman's  argument,  therefore,  did  not  strike 
him  as  being  very  forcible.  He  reiterated,  in  con- 
elusion,  his  intention  to  .submit  amotion  'to  su.s- 
pend  the  rules  as  soon  as  these  motions  were  dis- 
posed of. 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  it  was  important^  that  this 
resolution  .should  be  adopted  to-day,  which  he  was 
apprehensive  would  be  consumed  with  the  discus- 
sion of  hi.s  amendment,  and  defeat  the  ol>ject  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Hkni^ey.J  He  i)ro- 
po.sed,  therefore,  to  witlidrav/  his  motion,  giving 
notice  that  on  Monday  next  he  would  again  bring 
forward  his  propo.sition  to  divide  the  Committee 
on  Corrmnerce  into  two  committees. 

He  here  begged  leave  to  say  one  svord  in  relation 


to  the  intimations  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Riiett]  that  he  (Mr.  V.)  had  in 
view  a  plan  to  pave  the  way  for  some  law  to  regu- 
late the  slave  trade  between  the  States. 

Mr.  RHETT  had  not  said  that  the  gentleman 
had  such  an  intention,  but  that  such  a  committee 
might  be  infhiced  to  do  so. 

Mr.  VINTON  had  only  to  say  that  he  had  no 
reference  whatever  to  that  subject.  He  had  never, 
on  this  floor,  made  any  proposition  which  he  in- 
tended to  have  any  bearing  on  that  subject  in  any 
way. 

The  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Henley]  was  then  adopted. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  sundry 
communications,  to  wit: 

A  letter  from  the  Printers  of  the  House,  explain- 
ing why  printed  copies  of  the  President's  Message 
were  not  ready  to  be  furnished  to  members  on  tlie 
day  of  its  delivery  to  Congress  by  the  President. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting, 
in  obedience  to  the  20th  section  of  the  act  approved 
August  22, 184G,  and  the  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  18.36,  the  annual  statements  of 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Department  of  State 
and  of  foreign  missions  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1847;  which  letter  and  statement  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Expenditures  of  the  De- 
partment of  State. 

A  letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting,  in  pursuance  of  law,  copies  of  the 
Treasurer's  accounts  with  the  United  States  for 
the  third  and  fourth  quarters  of  1846,  and  the  first 
and  second  quarters  of  1847,  as  adjusted  by  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  department.  Laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  letter  from  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting,  in  pursuance  of  law,  an  account  of 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Government 
for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June  last;  which 
letter  and  accompanying  documents  were  laid  on 
the  table,  and  10,000  extra  copies  were  ordered  to 
be  printed, 

A  letter  from  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  transmitting  copies  of  such  ac- 
counts as  have  been  rendered  by  persons  charged 
with  the  disbursement  or  application  of  moneys, 
&c.,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  from  the  1st  of 
October,  1845,  to  the  30th  of  September,  1846, 
inclusive;  together  with  a  statement  containing  a 
list  of  the  names  of  all  persons  to  whom  goods, 
moneys,  or  effects,  have  been  delivered  within  the 
same  time.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

SMITHSONIAN   INSTITUTION. 

Mr.  WHITE,  in  compliance  with  the  notice  he 
gave  yesterday,, introduced  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  rules  of  this  House  be  amended  by 
adding  one  to  the  committees,  to  consist  of  nine  members, 
which  shall  be  entitled  a  Committee  on  the  Smithsonian 
Institution.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  committee  to 
supervise  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  examine 
accoimts  and  the  condition  of  the  funds  of  the  Institution, 
simgest  such  alterations  or  amendments  of  the  law  under 
which  the  institution  was  established  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary,  and  report  to  the  House  from  time  to  time,  as  the 
interest  of  the  Institution  may  require. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  said  he  supposed  that  the 
resolution  would  as  a  matter  of  course  lie  over. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  resolution  was 
now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  deemed  this  resolution  entire- 
ly unnecessary.  The  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  were  selected,  three  from  the  Senate  and 
three  from  this  House.  What  possible  necessity, 
then,  could  there  be  to  justify  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  inspect  the  affairs  of  that  institu- 
tion ?  Besides,  other  departments  of  this  Govern- 
ment were  required  to  act  in  concert  with  them, 
and  therefore  there  could  be  no  reason  to  justify 
the  bringing  of  the  affairs  of  that  institution  into 
this  arena  of  debate,  that  its  progress  might  be 
embarrassed,  its  harmony  of  action  impaired,  and 
the  objects  which  it  had  undertaken  be  defeated. 
He  asked  the  gentleman  what  good  he  proposed  to 
accomplish  by  it?  He  would  impute  no  sinister 
motive  to  a  gentleman  of  his  enlarged  and  enlight- 
ened views,  but  still  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  bill  itself  encountered  great  difficulties  in  its 
progress  through  the  House  during  the  last  ses- 
sion.    Much   hostility  was  manifested   to  it,  and 


therefore  he  again  asked,  what  good  could  be  antici- 
pated from  the  appointment  of  such  a  committee? 

Mr,  H.  believed  they  ought  not  to  change  the 
present  relations  of  Congress  to  that  institution. 
A  committee  appointed  by  this  House  would  not 
share  in  the  daily  deliberations  of  the  Board  of 
Regents,  and,  without  participating  in  them,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  comprehend  all  its  designs. 
The  Board  of  Regents  had  endeavored  in  good 
faith  to  carry  out  the  law  passed  by  Congress; 
and,  having  done  so,  he  said,  let  them  go  on;  and 
if  thciraffairs  should  hereafter  call  forthe  appoint- 
ment of  a  select  committee,  appoint  one  when 
required,  but  do  not  now  provide  the  means  unne- 
cessarily of  constantly  bringing  on  this  floor,  where 
they  were  so  much -oppressed  with  debate,' the 
affairs  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Mr.  WHITE  disclaimed  all  hostility  to  that 
institution,  and  declared  his  ardent  desire  to  co- 
operate with  the  Regents.  The  bequest  was  a 
noble  one,  and  it  should  be  carried  out  in  the  same 
spirit.  The  committee  which  he  proposed  to  cre- 
ate, on  which  he  did  not  desire  to  be  placed,  would 
merely  supervise  the  appropriations  and  review  its 
affairs,  and  his  could  not,  therefore,  be  considered 
a  hostile  motion.  It  was  a  new  institution,  under 
the  care  and  guardianship  of  Congress,  and  such 
a  committee  might  be  necessary  to  report  what 
was  useful  and  requisite  to  carry  out  the  design 
of  the  testator,  which  was  to  increase  the  diffusion 
of  knowledge  among  men. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  suggested,  to  save 
time,  that  the  resolution  should  be  referred  to  the 
select  committee  on  rules,  who  could  take  it  into 
consideration  and  report  thereon  to  the  House. 

Mr.  WHITE  had  no  objection  to  that  course. 
He  modified  his  resolution  accordingly,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  select  committee  designated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL, 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  cause  to  be  furnished  to  the 
members  of  this  House,  durins  the  present  session,  such 
papers  as  they  may  respectively  direct ;  the  expense  thereof 
not  to  exceed  the  rate  of  thirty  dollars  per  annum  to  each 
member,  from  the  commencement  of  the  session. 

Mr.  FRIES  moved  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
by  the  Chair,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  whether  the 
health  of  the  members  of  this  House  does  not  reqniie  the 
removal  of  the  gas  apparatus  l)y  which  it  is  now  lighted  ; 
and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Pending  the  said  resolution,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  December  13,  1847. 
The  Hon.  John  Bell,  of  the  State  of  Tennessee; 
the  Hon.  Thomas  H.  BentoS,  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri; and  the  Hon.  David  L.  Yulee,  of  the  State 
of  Florida,  appeared  in  the  Senate  to-day. 

CREDENTIALS. 

Mr.  TURNEY  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  John  Bell,  elected  a  Senator  of  the  United 
States  from  the  State  of  Tennessee,  for  the  term 
of  six  years  from  and  after  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1847;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Bell,  having  taken  the  oath  of  office,  which 
was  administered  to  him  at  the  hands  of  the  Vice 
President,  took  his  seat. 

REPORTS  FROM  DEPARTMENTS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  state  of  finance.^. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  moved  that  .5,000  copies  of 
this  report  be  printed,  200  of  which  should  be  for 
the  use  of  the  Ti-easury  Department.  This  was 
the  number  printed  last  session. 

Mr.  BREESE,  regarding  this  as  a  document 
of  very  great  importance,  moved  that  20,000  copies 
be  printed. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  highest 
number,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  23, 
noes  17. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  also  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  transmitting  the  report  of  the  Cominis- 
sioncr  oi'  the  General  "Land  Office,  exhibiting  the 
operations  in  that  branch  of  the  public, service  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1847;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  VICp  PRESIDENT  also  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
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-Treasury,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  22d 
section  of  the  act  of  January  28,  1847,  a  statement 
showing  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  under 
its  provisions,  the  amount  of  such  notes  redeemed, 
and  t]|e  manner  in  which  redeemed — none  having 
been  purchased  or  reissued  under  said  act;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
[It  appears  from  this  communication  that  the 
amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  under  the 
authority  of  the  act  of  28th  of  January,  1847, 

was ^17,573,400 

Redeemed  by  the  issue  of  half  percent. 

stock  in  lieu  of  notes  surrendered..     3,854,200 

Received  in  payment  of  duties '       79,700 

Oi^tstanding  at  date  of  report 13,629,500] 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  also  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  15th  of  January  last,  a  report  of 
the  colonel  of  the  corps  of  topographical  engineers, 
communicating  information  upon  the  several  sub- 
jects designated  therein,  as  connected  with  the 
commerce  of  the  western  lakes  and  rivers;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  together  with 
500  extra  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Topographi- 
cal Bureau. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  THE   STATE  OF    MAINE. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Maine,  in  favor  of  a  railroad  from 
Lake  Michigan  to  the  Pacific  coast,  upon  the  plan 
of  Asa  V/hitney,  Esq.,  of  New  York;  and  request- 
ing the  Senators  and  Representatives  from  that 
State  in  Congress,  by  their  votes  and  acts,  to  pro- 
mote said  object;  which  were  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

INCREASE  IN  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  SEVIER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent 
and  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  during  the  present  session  orConjrress,'thG 
Committee  on  Military  Atfaiis  consist  o( seven  members. 

Mr.  MANGUM,  after  stating  that  a  similar  in- 
crease of  members  was  desirable  in  the  Naval 
Committee,  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
agreed  to: 

Resolved,  Tliat  during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  consist  of  seven  members. 

THE  RIVER  SABINE. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation 
to  remove  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation  oftlie  river  Sa- 
bine, ajid  that  the  resolution  ofthe  Legislature  of  Louisiana, 
the  report, and  papers  on  file  in  relation  thereto,  be  referred 
to  the  said  committee. 

ELECTION  OF  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  SEVIER  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  do  now  proceed  to  ballot  for 
officers  of  this  body. 

The  resolution  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Secretary. 

On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  48  votes 
had  been  given;  of  which  Mr.  Asbury  Dickins  re- 
ceived 46;  Mr.  B.  B.  French  1;  and  one  blank. 
•  Mr.  Dickins  was  declared  duly  elected. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Ser- 
geant-at-Arnis  and  a  Doorkeeper. 

On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeard  that  49  votes 
had  been  given,  of  which  Mr.  Robert  Boale  receiv- 
ed 37;  Mr.  NuttallG;  Mr.  Cranston  Laurie  1;  Mr. 
C.  S.  Whitney  2;  Mr.  J.  B.  Macy  1;  and  two 
blanks. 

M.r.  Beale  was  declared  duly  elected. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  Assist- 
ant Doorkeeper. 

On  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  50  votes 
had  been  given;  of  which  Mr.  Isaac  Holland  re- 
ceived 49,  and  there  was  one  blanic. 

Mr.  Holland  was  declared  duly  elected. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

The  following  message  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives was  received  by  Mr.  Campbell,  their 
Clei'k: 

"Mr.  President:  The  House  of  Representatives 
has  passed  a  joint  resolution  for  the  appointment 
of  a  joint  committee  of  three  members  of  each  House, 
to  direct  and  superintend  the  expenditure  of  all 
lYioneys  appropriated  for  the  purchase  of  books  for 
th«  library  of  Congress,  and  all  such  other  matters 


pertaining  to  the  said  library  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for  by  law,  in  which  I  am  directed  to  request 
the  concurrence  ofthe  Senate. 

"Mr.  John  GIuincy  Adams,  Mr.  Preston,  and 
Mr.  Murphy,  have  been  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee on  the  part  ofthe  Flouse. 

"The  Houseof  Representatives  hasalso  passed  a 
joint  resolution  that  two  Cliaplains  to  Congress,  of 
different  denominations,  be  elected,  one  by  eacli 
House,  to  officiate  during  the  pi-esent  session,  and 
that  they  shall  interchange  weekly;  in  which  lam 
directed  to  request  the  concurrence  ofthe  Senate." 
ELECTION  OF  CHAPLAIN. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  consider  the  resolution  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  election  of  two  Chaplains  of 
different  denominations,  one  by  each  House,  to 
officiate  during  the  present  session,  who  shall  inter- 
change weekly. 

The  question  being  upon  agreeing  to  said  reso- 
lution, it  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  moved  to  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  Chaplain. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  asked  ofthe  Chair  whether 
it  would  be  proper  to  proceed  to  the  election  until 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  in  the  joint  resolution 
had  been  communicated  to  the  House.  He  had 
no  objection  to  proceed  to  the  ballot  now,  if,  in  the 
opinion  ofthe  Chair,  there  was  no  impropriety  in  it. 

The  CHAIR  did  not  see  any  impropriety  in  an 
immediate  election. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Atchison  was  then  agreed 
to;  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Chaplain. 

Ofl  counting  the  ballots,  it  appeared  that  46  votes 
had  been  given;  of  which  the.  Rev.  Henry  Sheer 
received  31;  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley  7;  Rev.  David  Smith 
7;  Rev.  Mr.  Matthews  1. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Slicer  was  declared  duly  elected 
Chaplain  on  the  part  ofthe  Senate. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  to  proceed  to  the  election 
ofthe  standing  committees;  which  was  agreed  to. 
*Mr.  MANGUM  observed  that  the  chairmen  of 
the  committees  having  been  informally  agreed 
upon,  it  would  be  useless  to  go  through  with  the 
tedious  process  of  balloting  for  them.  He  there- 
fore moved  that  so  much  ofthe  34th  rule  as  requires 
their  appointment  by  ballot  be  dispensed  with; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MANGUM,  the  following 
chairmen  ofthe  several  standing  committees  were 
appointed: 

On  Foreign  Relations Mr.  Sevier. 

On  Finance Mr.  Atherton. 

On  Commerce Mr.  Dix. 

On  JlgricuUure Mr.  Sturgeon. 

On  Military  Jlffairs Mr.  Cass. 

On  J^aval  Jlffairs Mr.  Fairfield. 

0)1  MilUia Mr.  Rusk. 

On  Pubtic  Lands Mr.  Breese. 

On  Private  Land  Claims Mr.  Yulee. 

On  Indian  Jlffairs Mr.  Atchison. 

On  Claims Mr.  Mason. 

On  Revolutionary  Claims Mr.  Bright. 

On  the  Judiciary Mr.  Ashley. 

On  the  Post  Office  andPostRoads .  Mr.  Niles. 

On  Roads  arid  Canals Mr.  Hannegan. 

On  'Pensions. Mr.  Johnson,  La. 

On  the  District  of  Columbia. .  .Mr.  Cameron. 

On  Patentsandthe  Patent  Office.Mr.  Westcott. 

On  Retrenchment Mr.  Turney. 

On  Territories Mr.  Douglas. 

On  Public  Buildings Mr.  Hunter. 

ToJludit  and  Control  Contm-  )  -jf,      v  ]  ] 
gent  Expenses  of  Senate ..)        ' 

On  Printing Mr.  Bradbury. 

On  Engrossed  Bills Mr.  Downs. 

0(1  the  Library  (joint) Mr.  Pearce. 

On  Enrolled  Bills Mr.  Rusk. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MANGUM,  who  suggested 
that  the  construction  of  the  committees  would  not 
be  finally  agreed  on  before  to-morrow,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  election  of  the  remaining  members  of 
the  several  standing  committees  bo  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row, at  twelve  o'clnck. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  December  13,  1847. 
The   Journal  of  Thursday  last  was  read  and 
approved. 

The  Standing  Committees,  provided  for  by  the 


P..ules,  the  appointment  of  which  was  ordered  on 
Thursday  last  by  resolution,  were,  upon  the  read- 
ing of  the  Journal  of  this  morning,  announced,  as 
follows  : 

Committee  of  Elections. — Messrs.  Richard  W. 
Thompson,  Joseph  Mullin,  Lucien  B.  Chase, 
Nathaniel  Boyden,  Timothy  Jenkins,  John  Van 
Dyke,  and  J.  Dixon  Roman. 

Of  Ways  and  Means. — Messrs.  Samuel  F.  Vin- 
ton, Robert  Toombs,  James  J.  McKay,  Charles 
Hudson,  George  S.  Houston,  Charles's.  More- 
head,  James  Pollock,  Samuel  G.  Hubbard,  and 
Henry  Nicoll. 

Of  Claims. — Messrs.  John  A.  Rockwell,  John 
Crowell,  John  R.  J.  Daniel,  William  Nelson,  Da- 
vid Wilmot,  George  G.  Dunn,  Thomas  W.  Li- 
gon,  Thomas  S.  Flournoy,  and  James  H.  Thomas. 

0)1  Commerce. — Messrs.  V/'ashington  Hunt, 
Joseph  Grinnell,  Richard  F.  Simpson,  Mosea 
I-Iampton,  Bannon  G.  Thibodeaux,  John  Went- 
worth,  Dudley  S.  Gregory,  Archibald  Atkinson, 
and  Kingsley  S.  Bingham. 

0(1  Public  Lands. — Messrs.  Jacob  Collamer, 
Alexander  H.  Stephens,  John  A.  McClernand, 
Garnett  Duncan,  Richard  Brodhead,  Harvey  Put- 
nam, John  Jamieson,  Alexander  Evans,  and  V/il- 
liamson  R.  W.  Cobb. 

0)1  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. — Messrs. 
William  L.  Goggin,  Joseph  M.  Root,  Charles 
Brown,  Daniel  B.  St.  John,  John  S.  Phelps,  Elisha 
Embree,  George  W.  Jones,  Abraham  Lincoln, 
and  David  S.  Kaufman. 

For  the  District  of  Columbia. — Messrs.  John  G. 
Chapman,  Frederick  A.  Tallmadge,  James  Mc- 
Dowell, Washington  Barrow,  Oi-Iando  B.  Ficklin, 
William  Henry,  Alexander  D.  Sims,  Thomas  O. 
Edwards,  and  Benjamin  B.  Thurston. 

On  the  Judiciary. — Messrs.  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll, 
George  Ashmun,  John  Pettit,  Nathan  K.  Hall, 
John  H.  Lumpkin,  James  Dixon,  Richard  French, 
John  L.  Taylor,  and  Richard  K.  Meade. 

On  Revolutionary  Claims. — Messrs.  Daniel  P. 
King,  Chester  Butler,  Franklin  W.  Bowdon, 
Robert  L.  Rose,  Alfred  Iverson,  David  Outlaw, 
Jonathan  D.  Morris,  William  A.  Newell,  and 
Ephraim  K.  Smart. 

On  Public  Expend} t^ires. — Messrs.  Thomas  L. 
Clingman,  John  Strolim,  Henry  Bedinger,  Arte- 
mas  Hale,  Willard  P.  Hall,  John  W.  Jones,  Emile 
La  Sere,  Franklin  Clark,  and  Harmon  S.  Conger. 

On  Private  Land  Claims. — Messrs  John  Gayle, 
Jasper  E.  Brady,  James  B.  Bovvlin,  "\Villiam  W. 
Wick,  David  Rumsey,  jun.,  John  H.  Harmanson, 
Patrick  W.  Tompkins,  Richard  S.  Canby,  and 
Andrew  Johnson. 

0(1  Manufactures. — Messrs.  Andrew  Stewart, 
Amos  Abbott,  Joseph  A.  Woodward,  John  W. 
Houston,  Joseph  E.  Edsall,  Eliakim  Sherrill,  Wil- 
liam G.  Brown,  John  W.  Crisfield,  and  James 
H.  Johnson. 

On  JlgricuUure. — Messrs.  Hugh  White,  Augus- 
tine H.  Shepperd,  William  Sawyer,  John  G.  Pal- 
frey, Sampson  W.  Harris,  William  Rockhill, 
Hiram  Belcher,  William  Thompson,  and  John 
I.  Slingerland. 

On  Indian  Affairs. — Messrs.  Meredith  P.  Gentry, 
Daniel  M.  Barringer,  Jacob  Thompson,  Abraham 
R.  Mcllvaine,  Charles  W.  Cathcart,  .Toshua  R. 
Giddings,  Lucius  B.  Peck,  Aylett  Buckner,  and 
Robert  W.Johnson.  • 

On  Military  Jlffairs.— Messrs.  .John  M.  Botts, 
Armistead  Burt,  .Tames  Wilson,  Plugh  A.  Haral- 
son, John  Dickey,  Linn  Boyd,  Dudley  Marvin, 
William  T.  Haskell,  and  David  Fisher. 

0)1  the  Militia. — Messrs.  John  B.  Thompson* 
.Tames  A.  Black,  John  Blanchard,  Robert  M. 
McLane,  John  M.  Holley,  Charles  H.  Peaslee, 
Richard  L.  T.  Beale,  Winfield  S.  Fcatherston,  and 
Rudolphus  Dickinson. 

On  Xaval  Affairs. — Messrs.  Thomas  Butler 
King,  Isaac  E.  Holmes,  Robert  C.  Schencic,  Hugh 
White,  Thomas  H.  Bayly,  Lewis  C.  Levin, 
Frederick  P.  Stanton,  E.  Carrington  Cabell,  and 
Amos  Tuck. 

On  Foreign  Affairs. — Messrs.  Truman  Smith, 
Henry  W.'Hilliard,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  George 
P.  ATarsh,  R.  Barnwell  Rhett,  John  S.  Pendleton, 
William  Duer,  Robert  McClelland,  and  Daniel 
Duncan. 

0)1  the  Territories.— Messrs.  Caleb  B.  Smith, 
Robert  B.  Cranston,  Howell  Cobb,  Julius  Rock- 
well, James  Thompson,  Daniel  Gott,  Isaac  E. 
Morse,  Nalhan  Evans,  and  Timothy  Pillsbury. 

0)1  llavolutionanj   P»n$ion$. — Messrs.    William 
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M.  Cocke,  Peter  H.  Silvester,  John  D.  Cummins, 
John  Freedley,  Thomas  S.  Bocock,  Ricliard 
S.  Donneil,  David  Hainmons,  William  Strong-, 
and  Sidney  Lawrence. 

On  Invalid  Pensions.— Messrs.  Henry  Nes,  An- 
drew S.  Fulton,  Georjre  Fries,  William  T.  Law- 
rence, Abraham  W.  Venable,  Robert  A.  Tliomp- 
son,  Georije  N.  Eckert,  James  S.  Wiley,  and 
George  Ft  trie. 

On  Roads  and  Canals. — Messrs.  Robert  C. 
Schenck,  Elirts  B.  Holmes,  Robert  Smith,  Atex- 
iinder  Irvin,  Asa  W.  H.  Clapp,  Cornelius  War- 
ren, Samuel  O.  Peyton,  William  A.  Newell,  and 
Job  Alann. 

On  Paltiits. — Messrs.  John  AV.  Farrelley,  Wil- 
liam B.  Maclay,  Thomas  J.  Henley,  John  W. 
Jones,  and  John  K.  Miller. 

On  Puhlic  Diiildins:s  and  Grounds. — Messrs.  John 
W.  Houston,  William  B.  Preston,  James  J.  Fa- 
ran,  Robert  M.  McLane,  and  Gideon  Reynolds. 

On  Revisaiof  Unfinished  Business. — Messrs.  John 
W.  Hornbcck,  Frederick  W.  Lord,  Artemas 
Hale,  Thomas  J.  Turner,  and  Hugh  L.  W.  Hill. 

On  ^Jccounts. — Messrs.  Linn  Boyd,  Dudley  S. 
Greicory,  George  A.  Starkweather,  William  Ken- 
non,  jr.,  and  William  Henry. 

On  .Vileage. — Messrs.  Hiram  Belcher,  Thomas 
Pcichey,  Cornelius  Warren,  William  A.  Richard- 
.son,  and  James  S.  Green. 

On  Engravins;. — Messrs.  Lewis  C.  Levin,  Hen- 
ry C.  Mui-phy,  and  Green  Adams. 

0/1  the  Library  of  Congress  on  the  part  of  the 
Home. — Messrs.  John  Q..  Adams,  William  B. 
Preston,  and  Henry  C.  Murphy. 

The  followii'g-  committees  appointed  at  the  first 
session  stand  through  the  Congress,  viz  : 

Commlllce  on  Expenditures  In  the  State  Depart- 
ment.— Messrs.  Daniel  M.  Barringer,  John  H. 
Crozier,  Samuel  Lahm,  James  Dixon,  and  Wil- 
liam Collins. 

On  Expenditures  in  the  Treasury  Department. — 
Messrs.  Joseph  .M,.  Root,  Richard  S.  Donneil, 
Ausburn  Birdsall,  Aylett  Buckner,  and  Winfield 
S.  Feaiherston. 

On  Expenditures  in  the  War  Department. — Messrs. 
John  H.  Crozier,  Richard  W.  Tompson,  Wil- 
liam Kennon,  ji-.,  David  S.  Jackson,  and  Abraham 
Lincoln. 

On  Expenditures  in  the  A'nri/  Department. — 
Messrs.  Patrick  W.  Tompkins,  Nathaniel  Boy- 
den,  William  B.  Maclay,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  and 
Amos  Tuck. 

Oil  Expenditures  in  the  Post  Office  Department. — 
Messrs.  James  Wilson,  Orlando  Kelldgg,  Charles 
E.  Stuart,  Shepherd  Letller,  and  John  B.  Tiiomp- 
son.  { 

On  Expenditures  on  the  Puhlic  Buildings. — Messrs.  ! 
E.  Carrington  Cabell,  James  G.  Hampton,  Wil-  j 
liam  Sawyer,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  and  William  A.  j 
Richardson.  I 

On  Enrolled  Bills. — Messrs.  James  G.  Hampton  ! 
and  John  L.  Robinson.  i 

The  following  meml)crs  compose  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  on  Monday  last  to  revise  the 
Rules  of  tiic  House:  ■ 

Messrs.  Charles  J.  Ixigersoll,  Truman   Smith,  i 
Howell  CobI),  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Daniel  JVI.  Barrin- 
ger, Robert  iMcClelland,  John  G.  Chapman,  Mere-  ! 
tlilh  P.  Gentry,  and  Timothy  Jenkins.  i 

OBITUARV.  I 

A  message   was  received  from  the  Senate  an- 
nouncing  the   decease   of  the   Hon.   Jabez    W.  ! 
HuN'TiN'GTOv,  when —  • 

Mr.  JOHN  A.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut, 
rose  and  said — 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  melancholy  duty  has  been 
essigned  me  to  propose  the  usual  tribute  of  respect 
to  the  memory  of  my  deceased  friend  and  colleague 
in  the  .Senate,  the  [Ion.  Jabez  W.  Huntington, 
whose  denlh  has  just  been  announced.  He  died  at 
his  residence,  at  Norwicli,oii  the  2d  of  November 
last,  after  an  illness  of  a  fi-.w  days,  at  the  u^^e  of  - 
fifty-nine,  ' 

1  know  not,  sir,  in  what  terms  to  discharge  this  | 
duty,  nor  upon  which   most,  to  dwell,  the  value  of 
his  publiiv.'^ervices  or  upon  the  purity  and  integrity 
of  his  private  characler. 

He  was  long  in  public  life.  After  having  filled 
important  offices  in  hi.s  own  State,  in  the  year  1829 
he  was  cIios'ni  h  nicmi»er  of  this  Hf)HKe,  and  so 
continued  until  May,  1834,  when  he  was  ciccied  a 
Judge  of  ihe  SupremeCoiirt  of  Connecticut,  which 
office  he  resigned  when  elected,  in  1840,  to  llie  Sen- 


ate of  the  United  States,  and  that  high  office  he  has 
now  resigned  to  render  an  account  of  his  steward- 
ship to  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  Universe. 

How  faithfully  he  discharged  the  duties  of  these 
offices,  of  his  incredible  tabors,  his  inextinguish- 
able ardor,  his  admirable  intellect,  his  earnest  and 
fervid  argument,  there  are  many  before  me  who 
will  bear  testimony. 

He  was,  by  profession,  a  lawyer;  and,  from  a 
long  personal  knowledge,  I  can  bear  testimony  that 
he  was  a  most  thorough,  learned,  and  accurate 
lawyer,  belonging  to  the  very  highest  rank  in  his 
profession  in  ins  own  State,  and  v/ith  an  accumu- 
lation of  legal  knowledge  rarely  equalled.  The 
re)iorted  decisions  of  our  State  bear  witness  to  his 
ability  as  a  Judge  of  ihe  highest  court  of  the  State. 

Wiiile  in  Congress  no  man  worked  harder  or 
more  faithfully  in  the  discharge  of  his  public  du- 
ties, and  few  had  acquired  as  ample  and  valuable 
a  store  ol' political  knowledge.  He  v/as  also  emi- 
nently y)ractical,  and  knew  well  how  to  apply  to 
the  best  advantage  his  profound  and  various  learn- 
ing. So  devoted  was  he  in  the  discharge  of  his 
trust,  so  unceasingly  was  he  employed,  that  his 
health  fell  a  sacrifice  to  his  earnest  zeal  in  the  pub- 
lic service. 

1  am  aware,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  description 
which  I  have  given  is  of  a  ripe' and  accomplished 
statesman,  and  such  was  the  deceased.  He  was 
more,  sir.  He  was  a  man  of  pure  character,  of 
unyielding,  unsuspected  honesty;  a  consistent,  de- 
cided Christian  in  his  profession  and  j)ractice. 

The  Senate  and  country,  and  his  own  State 
especially,  will  feel  the  loss  of  a  public  man  of  such 
rare  endowments.  That  State  has  thus  been  call- 
ed upon  again,  and  for  the  third  time  within  com- 
paratively a  short  period,  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a 
Senator  in  Congress. 

I  invade  not  the  sanctity  of  private  sorrow;  I 
would  not  open  afresh  the  wounds  of  the  family 
of  my  deceased  friend,  nor  mock  their  grief  by 
the  ordinary  topics  of  consolation.  Their  thoughts 
dwell  not  now  on  his  high  station,  his  great  tal- 
ents, or  important  public  services.  They  thiirk 
of  his  private  virtues,  of  his  Christian  life;  and 
their  consolation  is,  that,  at  the  hour  of  death,  in 
the  full  possession  of  his  reason  up  to  the  latest 
moment,  he  calmly,  humbly,  but  most  confidently, 
committed  his  immortal  interests  to  the  Saviour 
whom  he  trusted. 

May" I  not  hope,  sir,  that  these  repeated  signals 
of  our  mortaliiy  may  check  somewhat  the  turbu- 
lence of  angry  passions,  and  lead  us  all  to  the 
adoption  of  such  a  course  in  the  discussion  and 
decision  of  the  important  questions  bel'ore  us  as 
will  stand  the  test  ol'  that  tribunal  before  which 
some  of  our  number  will  probably  appear  during 
the  session  upon  which  we  have  entered. 

Mr.  Rockwell  concluded  by  offering  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions;  which  were  read,  and  unani- 
mously agreed  to: 

ReioU-cd,  That  tliis  House  lias  lieardWith  (Jeep  sensibil- 
ity tiio  aiuiouiiceiiient  of  tlie  death  of  the  Hon.  Jaeez  W. 
HcNTiNGTON,  !x  SeiiMtor  ill  Cuii^iess  frciin  the  State  of  Con- 
n  tot!  cut. 

R'jiulvcd,  That,  as  a  teslimony  ol'rfspect  for  the  memory 
of  the  dc'Ci^ased,  the  nieniliers  and  olliccrs  of  ihls  House 
wear  tlie  usual  bad^e  of  niuuriiiiiii  lor  tinny  days. 

Resolceil,  Tliat  Ui'^  proeccdiiiiis  ol'  this  Hour-e  in  relation 
to  the  death  of  tlie  Hon.  Jabez,  VV.  Huntington  lie  connnu- 
nirated  to  tlie  family  of  the  deceased  by  the  Clerk. 
'     RcsoUed,  TImt  this  House,  as  a  further  inarlv  of  respect 
for  his  incniory,  do  now  adjouiu. 

The  House  accordingly  adjourned. 


Stale  of  Connecticut,  with  the  accompanyinj  p:ipcrs,  be  la 
ken  fiom  the  files  of  tlie  Hnu?e  at  the  hist  session,  and  re- 
ferred to  tiic  Committee  on  Revoluticiiiary  Pensions. 

Also,  that  tlie  pititlnn  of  Francis  Allyer,  with  the  accom- 
panying papers,  he  taken  from  the  files  of  the  House,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 


PETITIONS,  &.c. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred under  the  rule: 

fiy  Mr.  JOHN  .\.  ROCKWELL  :  The  petition  of  Kobcrt 
IJoiierts,  pruyiii;^  lor  an  appropriation,  eith<  r  from  the  funds 
reiniired  under  the  tieaty  wiiti  Spain  of  181i)  or  witli  France 
of  iy;)l,for  an  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  by  the  capture 
of  the  ship  Evpenmeiil  in  1WI5. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Jedediiih  Morae,  a  revolutionary  sol- 
dier, for  a  pension.  > 

Also,  tlie  pi'liiloiiof  E.  Goodrich  Smith,  for  compensation 
for  services. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Lemuel  Cnshman,  administrator  of 
the  widow  of  a  n  volutionaiy  soldier. 

Al-n,  the  petition  ol  Esther  Fish,  l\\i'.  widow  of  a  revolu- 
tionary solilii  r,  lor  a  pension. 

Also,  that  the  petition  and  aeeoinpanyinf;  papers  of  Wil- 
llnin  Culver  be  taken  from  the  (iles  of  ihe  House  of  the  last 
session,  and  referred  to  the  (^(nmniltee  of  ClaiiiiS. 

Also,  that  the  peiiiion  of  the  iiejrs  of  Lieutenant  Daniel 
Starr,  with  the  arecjmpanjing  paper-,  be  taken  from  the  files 
ol  the  House  at  Ihe  liir-i  session,  and  referred  to  ihe  Coininit- 
I'.'C  on  Itevolutioniiry  Pensions. 

Al.o,  that  the  petition  of  Alrii.  Clark,  of  Colehesler,  in  the 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  December  14,  1847. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  report  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  made 
agreeably  to  law,  accompanied  by  statements  of 
the  commerce  and  navigation  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  DIX  moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table 
and  to  print  it. 

He  then  proceeded  to  remark,  that  this  was  fhe 
anr>ual  report  of  the  department  on  the  commerce 
and  navigation  of  the  country.  It  had  been  the 
custom  to  print  an  extra  number  of  this  document; 
he  would  therefore  move  that  an  extra  number  of 
2,500  be  printed,  250  of  which  should  be  for  the 
uise  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  250  for  the 
use  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  NILES  inquired  if  this  was  about  the  usual 
number  printed,  or  if  it  was  larger  than  usual? 

Mr.  DIX  said,  he  thought  it  was  larger. 

Mr.  NILES  resumed.  He  was  not  much  in  the 
habit  of  moving  here  the  printing  of  extra  copies 
of  a  document.  But  as,  in  his  opinion,  this  re- 
port exceeded  in  importance  all  the  other  reports 
laid  before  the  Senate,  a  little  extra  expenditure, 
for  the  pujpose  of  laying  it  before  the  public,  was 
necessary.  It  was  an  exposition  of  facts,  not  of 
theories,  or  of  favorite  views  of  any  officer  of  the 
Government,  or  anybody  else.  It  showed  what 
our  own  citizens  had  done,  what  had  been  accom- 
plished by  the  enterprise  of  the  country.  It  ex- 
hibited the  vast  extent  of  our  commerce  and  navi- 
gation. 7\.nd  on  account  of  its  importance,  he 
would  move  to  print  5,000  additional  copies. 

Mr.  DIX  concurred  in  what  had  been  said  by 
the  honorable  Senator  as  to  the  importance  of  this 
report.  He  approved  of  the  motion,  and  would 
cheerfully  second  it. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  asked  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  if  the  nimiber  assigned  for  the  use  of  the 
Treasury  Department  would  be  suflicient.  He  did 
not  know  the  fact,  but  he  had  been  told  that  a  great- 
er number  would  be  required  to  epable  the  depart- 
ment to  distribute  copies  to  other  countries  in  re- 
turn for  similar  favors  received  from  them.  He 
had  understood  this  to  be  the  case. 

Mr.  DIX  replied,  tl>at  Ue  found  that,  at  the  last 
session,  1,750  extra  copies  had  been  printed,  250 
of  which  were  for  the  use^- of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, leaving  1,500  for  general  distribution. 
On  the  next  day,  on  his  motion,  250  additional 
copies  were  ordered  for  the  use  of  the  Treasury; 
and  on  the  subsequent  day,  250  additional  for  the 
Register.  Thus,  it  appears  that  500  were  assigned 
to  the  Treasury  Department.  He  would  move  to 
increase  the  number  for  the  use  of  the  depait- 
ment. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  asked  the  Sen- 
ator what  use  the  Register  made  of  them? 

Mr.  DIX  replied,  that  the  report  was  iviade  by 
the  Register,  and  was  recorded  there;  and  it  was 
thought  |iroper,  perhaps,  that  there  should  be  a 
number  of  copies  there  for  inspection. 

Mr.  DAVIS  would  take  occasion  to  say,  that  he 
concurred  in  what  had  fallen  from  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut  as  to  the  importance  of  this  document. 
He  did  not  know,  however,  that  the  usual  number 
was  not  sufficient.  It  was,  as  he  described  it,  a 
statement  of  facts,  interesting,  in  an  extraordinary 
degree,  to  every  one.  It  disclosed  facts  connected 
with  our  foreign  cominerce.  In  his  (INIr.  D.'s) 
opinion,  this  exposition  should  be  carried  still  fur- 
ther. We  ought  to  know  something  more  of  our 
coasting  tradej^  and  to  be  enabled  to  estimate  its 
vahie.  Before  the  close  of  the  session,  he  hoped 
Congress  would  talce  some  trouble  to  gain  infor- 
mation on  this  interesting  point.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  motion,  but  he  hoped'  the  Senator 
would  not  be  too  difl'usive. 

Mr.  DIX  exjilained,  that  the  motion  for  the  extra 
nuiriber  for  the  use  of  the  department  was  made 
last  session  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  on 
his  right,  [Mr.  Cameron,]  on  whose  motion  3,000 
were  "ordered.  He  would  now  move  that  5,000 
extra  copies  be  printed,  luid  500  for  the  use  of  the 
department,  without  reference  to  the  Register. 

The  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  molion, 
as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 
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PETITIONS. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the 
memorial  of  Mary  L.  Keen,  widow  and  adminis- 
tratrix of  Elisiia  L.  Keen,  deceased,  praying  the 
repayment  of  money  advanced  by  her  late  hus- 
batid  for  the  use  of  the  Government;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  J.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Ann  B. 
Cox,  widow  and  executrix  of  Nathaniel  Cox,  de- 
ceased, late  navy  agent  at  New  Orleans,  praying 
the  payment  of  a  balance  standing  to  the  credit  of 
her  late  husband  on  the  books  of  the  treasury; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BIIEESE  presented  the  memorial  of  Ade- 
laide Snyder  and  Harriet  Personeau,  heirs  of  .Tean 
F.  Perry,  deceased,  praying  the  confirmation  of 
their  claims  to  certain  lands  in  Illinois;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  DIX  submitted  additional  documents  rela- 
ting to  the  claim  of  Hugh  W.  Dobbin;  which,  with 
his  petition  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  D.  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah  Crandall, 
widow  of  James  Coon,  a  soldier  in  the  last  war 
with  Great  Britarn,  praying  a  pension;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Commitiee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  D.  presented  the  petition  of  James  Womsby, 
a  soldier  of  the  revolutionary  war,  praying  a  pen- 
.sion^  which  was  reterred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  D,  submitted  additional  documents  relating 
to  the  memorial  of  Frances  O.  Dorr  and  Andrew 
C.  Dorr;  which,  with  the  petition  and  papers  on 
the  table,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  presented  the  petition  of 
William  Nation  and  Rachel  Davis,  heirs  of  Chris- 
topher Nation,  deceased,  a  .soldier  in  the  last  war 
with  Great  Britain,  praying  to  be  allowed  bounty 
lands;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  the  memorial  of 
Eveline  Porter,  widow  of  Commodore  David  Por- 
ter, deceased,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  the  petition  of  Lemuel  B. 
NichoUs,  praying  compensation  for  sendees  in  as- 
sisting in  the  emigration  of  the  Creek  Indians  in 
1827  and  1823,  and  for  a  horse  lost  while  on  that 
duty;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
P.  McBlair,  a  purser  in  the  navy,  praying  that 
certain  payments  made  by  him  to  officers  holding 
acting  appointments  in  the  navy  may  be  allowed 
in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  submitted  additional  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  claim  of  John  Bruce;  which, 
with  his  petition  on   the  files  of  the  Senate,   were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
ANNEXATION    OF    TERRITORY. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  submitted  the  following  res- 
olutions for  consideration;  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed: 

Resolved,  That  true  policy  requires  tlieGoverninent  of  the 
United  States  to  strengthen  its  political  and  couimcrcral  re- 
lations upon  this  continent  hy  the  annexation  of  such  con- 
tiguous territory  as  may  conduee  to  that  end,  and  can  be 
JAi.-itly  obtained  ;  and  that  neither  in  such  acquisition  nor  in 
the  territorial  organization  tliereof  can  any  conditions  be 
constitutionally  imposed,  or  institutions  be  provided  for  or 
established,  inconsistent  with  the  right  of  tlie  people  thereof 
to  form  a  free,  sovereign  State,  with  the  powers  and  privi- 
leges of  the  original  members  of  the  Confederacy. 

Resolved,  That,  in  organizing  a  Territorial  Government  for 
territory  belonging  to  the  United  States,  the  principles  of 
self-government  upon  which  our  federative  system  rests 
will  be  best  promoted,  the  tnie  spirit  and  meaning  of  the 
Constitution  be  observed,  and  the  Confederacy  strengthen- 
ed, by  leaving  all  questions  concerning  the  domestic  policy 
therein  to  the  Legislatures  chosen  by  the  people  thereof. 

THE    RIVER    SABINE. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
resolution,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  JoH>fsoN, 
of  Louisiana;  which  was  aereed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Connnerce  he  instruct- 
ed to  inqiiire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  iippfopria- 
tion  to  remove  the  obsniictions  to  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Sabine;  and  that  the  resolution  of  the  Le''islaturc  of 
Louisiana,  the  report,  and  pa|)(  is  on  tile  in  relation  thereto, 
be  referred  to  the  said  conmiiltee. 

Mr.  NILES  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration: 
Resolved,  That  the  Auditors  of  the  Treasury,  tlie  chiefs  of 


the  bureaus  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  the  Assistant  Post- 
masters General,  he  entitled  to  seats  on  the  floor  of  |^c  Sen- 
ate. 

The  consideration  of  the  resolution  being  asked 
for  at  this  time,  objection  was  made,  and  it  was 
laid  over  one  day  under  the  rule. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  authorized  to  employ  a  clerk. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  SEVIER  moved  that  the  Senate  now  pro- 
ceed to  theelection  of  the  standing  committees.  Ac- 
cording to  the  arrangement  of  the  last  session,  three 
members  on  each  committee  had  been  selected  on 
his  side  of  the  Senate.  The  list  had  then  been 
handed  to  the  Senators  on  the  other  side,  and  they 
had  filled  it  up.  Tiic  -Naval  and  Militaiy  Com- 
mittees, which  had  been  increased  by  order  of  the 
Senate,  would  stand  five  to  two.  Ho  moved  that 
tlie  list  be  read,  and  voted  on  without  losing  time 
in  balloting. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Secretary 
read  the  following  list,  which  was  concurred  in. 

The  follov/ing  is  a  list  of  the  coiiimittees  in  full, 
as  they  now  stand: 

On  Foreign  Relations. — Mr.  Sevier,  chairman; 
Messrp.  Benton,  Webster,  Hannegan,  Mangiim. 

On  Finance. — Mr.  Athcrton,  chairman;  Messrs. 
Dickinson,  Clayton,  Hunter,  Phelps. 

!       On    Commerce. — Mr.    Dix,   chairman  ;  Messrs. 

i  Breese,   Johnson  of  Maryland,  Cameron,  Davis 

I  of  Massachusetts. 

i       On  Manufactures. — Mr.   Dickinson,    chairman; 

;  Messrs.  Ashlejc,  Upham,  Butler,  Clarke. 

1        On    Jlgriculture. — Mr.    Sturgeon,    chairman  ; 

1  Messrs.  Tiirney,  Spruance,  Atherton,  Corwin. 
On    Military    JIffairs. — Mr.     Cass,    chairman  ; 

!  Messrs.  Benton,  Crittenden,  Davis  of  Mississifipi, 

]  Dix,  Badger,  Rusk. 

i       On  the  Militia. — Mr.  Rusk,  chairman;  Messrs. 

[  Atchison, Greene,  Fairfield,  Underwood. 

I       On   J^aval   Jlff'airs. — Mr.    Fairfield,    chairman  ; 

j  Messrs.  Yulee,  Miller,  Bright,  Johnson  of  Mary- 

i  land,  Cameron,  Badger. 

On  Public  Lands. — Mr.  Breese,  chairinan;  Messrs. 

i  Ashley,  Corwin,  Felch,  Underwood. 

,  On  Private  Land  C/«i?)is.— Mr.  Yulee,  chairtttan; 
Messrs.   Foote,    Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Downs, 

:  Berrien. 

j       0)1  Indian  JIffairs. — Mr.    Atchi.son,    cli airman; 

:  Messrs.  Sevier,  Phelps,  Downs,  Bell. 

On    Claims. — Mr.    Mason,    chairman;   Messrs. 

I  Westcott,  Underwood,  Bradbury,  Baldwin. 

I       On   Revolutionary   Claims. — Mr.    Bright,  chair- 

1  man;  Messrs.  Bradbury,  Upham,  Rusk,  Johnson 

i  of  Louisiana. 

i        On    the    .Judiciary. — Mr.    Ashley,    chairman  ; 

i  Messrs.  Butler,  Berrien,  Westcott,  Dayton. 

I  On  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.— Mr.  Niles, 
chairman;  Messrs.  Sturgeon,  Pearce,  Rusk,  Cor- 
win. 

I       On  Roads  and  Canals. — Mr.  Hannegan,  chair- 

i  man;  Messrs.  Poote,  Clarke, Sturgeon,  Spruance. 

I       OnPensions. — Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  chair- 

I  man;  Messrs.  Felch,  Phelps,  Davis,  of  Mississippi, 
Baldwin. 

i        On   the  District   of  Columbia. — Mr     Cameron, 

I  chairman;  Messrs.  Hunter,  Miller,  Foote,  Greene. 

j  On  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. — Mr.  Westcott, 
chairman;  Messrs.  Turney,  Davis  of  Massachu- 

I  setts,  Dickinson,  Dayton. 

:       On    Retrenchment. — Mr.     Turney,     chairman  ; 

I  Messrs.  Douglas,  Mangum,  Niles,  Clark. 

!     On  Territories. — Mr.  Douglas,  chairman;  Messrs. 

1  Bright,  Clayton,  Butler,  Davis  of  Massachusetts. 
On  Public  Buildings. — Mr.   Hunter,  chairman; 

I  Messrs.  Yulee,  Spruance. 

j       To  Jludit  and  Control  the  Contingent  E.cpenses  of 

I  the  Senate. — Mr.  Felch,  chairman;  Messrs.  Niles, 

I  Pearce. 

j      Oil  Printing. — Mr.  Bradbury, chairman ;  Messrs. 

I  Cameron,  Greene. 

1       On   Engrossed   Rills. — Mr.   Downs,   clfairman; 

i  Messrs.  Mason,  Baldwin. 

i       On  the  Library. — Mr.  Pearce,  chairman;  Messrs. 

;  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Mason. 

i  On  Enrolled  Bills.— Mr.  Rusk,  chairman;  Mr. 
Upham. 

i  Mr.  HALE  asked  to  be  excused  from  serving 
on  the  committees  on  which  he  had  been  named. 
He  hoped  he  would  be  indulged,  for  two  reasons — 
one  was  personal  to  liimsclf,  and  the  other  because, 
although  the  journals  of  the  country  had  identified 
him  with  one  of  the  two  parties  of  which  the  Sen- 


ate was  composed,  he  had  taken  no  part  in  the 
\\  caucus  by  which  tliese  nominations  were  made. 
j  For  these  reasons  he  threw  hiiri.-jelf  on  tlie  indul- 
11  gence  of  the  Senate,  and  hoped  to  be  excused. 
I  Mr.  WESTCOTT  moved  that  the  Senator  from 
jl  New  Hampshire  be  excused. 

\\  Mr.  BADGER  desired  to  say  one  word  on  the 
ij  subject.  He  could  not  conceive  any  sufficient  rea- 
son why  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  should 
be  excused  from  taking  his  share  of  the  duties 
which  were  imposed  on  all  the  members  of  this 
body.  He  is  certainly  fully  capable  of  taking  a 
part,  and  a  distinguished  part,  in  the  labors  of  the 
comiTiittees.  His  talents  and  qualifications  emi- 
nently fitted  him  for  the  task.  The  Senator  had 
alluded  to  his  political  position.  That  could  not 
be  in  any  degree  affected  by  his  position  on  the 
committees,  as  the  duties  of  those  on  which  he  had 
been  placed  were  of  a  nature  involving  no  political 
matters.  As  tlie  Senator  was  fully  capable  of 
taking  his  share  of  the  duties,  he  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  to  evade  a  burden  common  to  all. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  suggested  that  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  had  lost  siRht  of  the  ground 
of  a  personal  nature  which  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  had  urged  as  a  reason  for  being  ex- 
cused. 

Mr.  BADGER  replied,  that  he  also  could  assign 
personal  inconvenience  as  a  reason  why  he  should 
be  excused.  He  was  as  unwilling  to  be  confined 
to  the  duties  of  the  committees  as  any  one;  but 
when  he  came  here,  he  did  not  expect  to  be  ex- 
empted from  labor.  From  the  gentleman's  ap- 
pearance, he  had  sufficient  physical  ability,  and 
his  mental  capacity  was  well  known. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  excusing  the 
Senator,  and  was  carried  in  the  affirmative — ayes 
17,  noes  16. 

JOSEPH  WILSON. 

Agreeably  to  cotice,  Mr.  BREESE  askecl  and 
obuiined  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Wilson;  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  times  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
THE   PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  BREESE  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  reduce  and  grad- 
uate the  price  of  public  lands;  which  was  read  the 
first  and  second  times  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
SURETIES  OF  SWARTAVOUT. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  DIX  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  make  an  arrraiigement 
or  compromise  with  Mangle  M.  Gluack-enboss 
and  his  coobligors,  or  any  of  them,  for  claims  on 
bonds  given  by  them  as  sureties  to  the  United 
States;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  times 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

COLLECTION  DISTRICTS,   ETC. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  DIX  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  concerning  certain 
collection  districts,  and  for  other  purposes;  which 
was  read  the  first  and  second  times  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

BRANCH  MINT  AT  NEW  YORK. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  DIX  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  a  branch 
of  the  mint  of  the  United  States  in  the  city  of  New 
York;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  times 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
iriittee  on  Finance. 

REGULATION  OF  SEAMEN. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  DICKINSON  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  the 
net  entitled  "An  act  for  the  regulation  of  seamen 
on  board  the  public  and  private  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales."  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1813;  wiiich 
was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. , 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  Under  this  somewhat  tar- 
fetched  title  we  itavc  the  act  under  which  foi-ei^n- 
ers  become  citizens  of  the  United  Stales.  1  he 
twelfth  section  of  that  act,  however,  enables  them 
to  become  citizens  only  after  declaring  their  inten- 
tions, without  being  at  any  time  during  five  years 
out  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States.     It  has 
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been  decided,  and  undoubtedly  the  decision  is  corr 
rect,  that  involuntarily  seiiinir  foot  on  a  foreign 
shore  prevents  the  person  Ciom  receiving  the 
benefit  of  the  act.  The  object  of  this  bill  is  to 
strike  out  the  words  "  wuhout  being  at  any 
time,"&c.;  so  that,  if  the  persons  to  whom  the 
act  applies  remain  bona  fide  residents  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  although  it  may  happen  that  by  acci- 
dent and  involuntarily  they  set  foot  on  torei2:n 
territory,  they  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits 
of  the  law.  1  move  the  reference  of  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ask  its  early 
consideration,  in  the  hope  that  the  benefits  which 
it  is  proposed  to  extend  to  the  many  persons  who' 
have  declared  or  may  declare  tlieir  intentions  to 
become  entitled  to  the  privileges  of  citizenship,  may 
be  extended  as  speedily  as  jiossible. 

By  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate,  the  bill 
tl'.en  had  a  first  and  second  reading,  and  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

FLORIDA  TREATY. 
Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  V/ESTCOTT  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  further  to  carry 
into  effect  the  provisions  and  stipulations  of  the 
9ih  article  of  the  Florida  treaty  with  respect  to 
certain  losses  of  Spanish  subjects  in  West  Flori- 
da; which  was  read  the  first  and  second  times  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  together  with  the  papers  on 
tile  relating  thereto. 

DAVID  SHAW,   ET  AL. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  BRADBURY  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  joint  resolution  in 
lavor  of  David  Shaw  and  Solomon  T.  Corser; 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  together 
with  the  papers  on  file. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS,   ETC. 

Mr.  MILLER  gave  notice  that  on  to-mon-ow, 
oral  some  early  day,  he  would  ask  leave  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the 
erection,  on  the  public  grounds  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, of  a  monument  to  George  Washington. 

xMr.  GREENE  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow, 
or  some  early  day,  he  would  ask  leave  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Mac- 
Rae. 

Mr.  BREESE  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow, 
or  at  at  some  early  day,  he  would  ask  leave  of  the 
Senate  to  introduce  a  bill  to  compensate  John  M. 
Moore. 

Mr.  UPHAM  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow,  or 
at  some  early  day,  he  would  ask  leave  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  introduce  a  bill  changing  the  places  and  fix- 
ing the  times  I'or  holding  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  in  the  district  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  UNDEP^WOOD  gave  notice  that  on  to- 
morrow, or  at  some  early  day,  he  would  ask  leave 
of  the  Senate  to  introduce  a  bill  to  allow  further 
time  for  satisfying  certain  land  warrants,  &c. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow, 
or  at  some  early  day,  he  would  ask  leave  of  the 
Senate  to  introduce  a  bill  to  divide  the  district  of  j 
Illinois  into  iv/o  judicial  districts. 

COMMERCE  OF  THE  LAKES,   ETC.  I 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DIX,  it  was  ordered  that  two  j 
thousand  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
colonel  of  the  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers, 
communicating,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  liie  15th  January  last,  information 
upon  the  several  subjects  designated  therein,  as 
connected  with  the  commerce  of  the  western  lakes 
and  rivers,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

OrdereiJ,  'I'liat  said  rc^port  be  referred  to  tlio  C'oininiltee 
oil  (.'oiiimcrcf;. 

REFERENCE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  dirt'erent  jjortions  of  the  President's  message 
be  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees. 

PURCHASE  OF  BOOKS. 

Mr.  CAMERON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Hcsolved,  That  tlio  Secretary  hn  directed  to  furnish  each 
inenibi-r  of  the  present  Siinati;,  who  hns  not  already  received 
Ihmn,  the  same  nuinhcr  of  coplcH  of  the  CoiiHtiluiion  mid 
other  books  ordered  to  he  fiiminhcd  to  the  Senators  by  the 
rcKolutioiiH  of  February  18,  1S17. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  a  rcconssideration  of  the 


vote  just  taken.  He  observed  that  there  had  been 
a  bati^  about  these  books  every  year  for  the  last 
seventeen  or  eighteen  years;  and  he  hoped  that 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  would  permit  the 
vote  to  be  reconsidered,  and  not  press  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution  at  this  time. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  The  Senator  from  Arkansas 
has  received,  1  believe,  all  these  books,  and  I  only 
ask  that  the  new  Senators  may  receive  as  many  as 
he  has  received. 

Mr.  SEVIER  had  supposed  that  the  Senator, 
when  he  made  a  motion  of  this  kind,  would  have 
some  data  to  go  upon,  that  we  might  be  informed 
as  to  the  cost.  It  would  probal'ly  be  voting  seven 
or  eight  hundred  dollars  in  addition  to  the  pay  of 
each  Senator,  if  these  books  are  to  be  furnished — 
and  where  is  it  to  end  ? 

Theie  seemed  to  be  a  particular  anxiety  upon 
this  sTjbject.  He  had  seen  great  battles  on  the 
subject,  and  so  bitter  was  the  conflict,  that  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  was  nearly 
lost  in  consequence  of  it.  He  had  seen  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  at  daggens-poinls  in  regard  to 
it.  Now,  v/here  is  all  this  to  end.'  How  much 
is  it  going  to  cost  the  Government .'  At  the  last 
session,  we  passed  a  resolution  to  put  upon  our 
tables  liome  twelve  or  fourteen  copies  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  body;  and  to  this  expense  you 
are  going  to  add  the  expense  of  furnishing  these 
books.  Here  was  a  very  important  matter  about 
to  be  pushed  through  without  reflection,  and  witlf- 
out  anybody  knowing  anything  of  the  matter;  it 
was  only  by  accident  that  he  noticed  the  resolu- 
tion. Let  us  take  time  to  think  before  we  go  on. 

But  the  Senator  sayS  I  have  received  my  por- 
tion of  the  books.  1  have  taken  mine,  it  is  true, 
but  they  are  no  manner  of  use  to  me;  and  now, 
forsooth,  because  they  have  been  heretofore  dis- 
tributed to  Senators,  every  new  Senator  who 
comes  in  here  ii:ust  be  supplied.  There  will  be  no 
end  toil.  He  wnld  further  say,  that  his  friend 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Benton]  had  stated  at  the  last 
session,  that  these  boiks  are  often  dravv'n  and  sold 
to  booksellers  in  this  ciiy,  and  again  purchased  by 
order  of  Congress  for  distribution.  There  should 
be  a  stop  put  to  this  practice,  especially  at  such  a 
time  as  this,  when  we  are  pressed  for  money  to 
carry  on  a  foreign  war  in  which  the  country  is  en- 
gaged. I  think  it  is  time  to  put  a  stop  to  these 
expenditures;  and  I  think  that  these  books,  which 
can  be  found  in  the  library  and  referred  to  at  any 
time,  and  which  any  Senator  may  take  to  his 
room  and  have  the  use  of  for  the  whole  ©f  the 
session — books  which  are  merely  valuable  for  oc- 
casional reference  while  engaged  in  our  congres- 
sional duties — need  not  be  again  procured  for  dis- 
tribution to  Senators.  I  hope  the  vote  will  be 
reconsidered,  with  the  view  of  postponing  the  mat- 
ter, at  least,  till  we  know  the  amount  of  the  ex- 
pense which  will  be  necessarily  incurred.  I  trust 
the  Senator  will  agree  to  its  postponement  for  a 
few  days,  that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri may  be  present  when  the  vote  is  taken  upon 
it. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  believe,  sir,  this  debate  is 
out  of  order,  the  resolution  having  been  adopted. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  I  have  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  was  perfectly  willing  that 
my  friend,  the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  should 
make  his  speech  upon  the  subject;  but  I  would 
be  better  satisfied,  if  there  are  objections  to  the 
resolution  on  the  part  of  the  new  Senators,  to  hear 
those  objections  staled  by  them.  It  appears  to  me 
rather  extraordinary,  that  a  Senator  who  has  been 
here  so  long,  almost,  that  the  memory  of  man  run- 
neth not  to  the  contrary,  and  who  has  always 
received  his  due  proportion  in  the  distribution  of 
these  books,  should  be  so  averse,  as  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas  says  that  the  distinguished  Senator 
is,  to  the  extension  of  the  same  privileges  to  other 
Senators.  The  Senator  from  Missouri  is  certainly 
very  high  authority:  I  am  always  happy  to  see 
him  here;  but  the  business  of  this  body,  1  appre- 
hend, should  not  be  delayed  by  reason  of  his  ab- 
sence. 

.  I  only  rose,  however,  to  reply  to  the  remarks 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  that  mem- 
bers of  this  body  had  received  these  books  and  sold 
them  to  the  booksellers  in  this  city.  I  have  un- 
limited confidence  certainly  in  the  Senator  from 
Arkansas,  and  am  ready  to  attach  much  weight 
to  any  statement  made  by  him;  but  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  any  man  who  ever  hud  the  honor  of  a 


seat  upon  this  floor  would  be  guilty  of  so  base  an 
act  as  to  receive  these  books  and  sell  them.  I 
would  not  make  an  assertion  of  that  kind  unless  I 
were  able  to  produce  the  names  of  those  who  were 
guilty  of  such  uncreditable  and  ungentlemanly  con- 
duct. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  I  merely  referred  to  what  was 
stated  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  in  his  place 
in  the  Senate,  at  the  last  session,  that  such  things 
had  occurred. 

The  Senator  assured  us  that  books  had  been 
drawn  by  members  of  Congress,  whether  of  this 
House  or  the  other  he  did  not  expressly  slate,  and 
that  those  books  had  been  disposed  of  in  this  city 
to  booksellers,  and  the  same  books  purchased 
again  and  placed  upon  our  tables;  and  I  will  add, 
that  I  have  additional  reason  to  believe  that  such 
things  have  been  done.  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  the  books  thus  drawn  have  been  sold  by 
members  of  Congress.  And ,  sir,  in  regard  to  these 
books,  all  I  have  to  say  is,  that  I  have  voted  against 
their  distribution  iVom  the  time  that  I  first  became 
a  member  of  this  body. 

They  are  of  some  little  value  certainly  for  refer- 
ence, and  nothing  more;  and  for  this  pui-pose  mem- 
bers of  Congress  have  every  facility  affoided  them 
— they  have  access  to  the  library  where  these 
books,  are  to  be  found,  and  th(^  may  take  them  to 
their  rooms  and  keep  them  throughout  the  whole 
session;  there  is,  therefore,  no  necessity  for  dis- 
tributing them.  But  I  do  not  propose  further  to 
debate  a  matter  of  this  kind.  I  shall  content  my- 
self with  askjng  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  NILES.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  resolu- 
tion is  a  very  extraordinary  one.'  Hitherto  reso- 
lutions of  this  kind  have  been  confined  to  a  cer- 
tain class  of  books  which  have  been  assumed  to 
be  necessary  for  Senators  to  possess.  But  it  seems 
that  this  resolution  embraces  other  books — books 
for  distribution.  If  I  understand  the  reading  of 
the  resolution,  it  is  confined  to  those  books  which 
were  ordered  to  be  distributed  among  Senators  at 
the  last  session.  Now,  in  regard  to  this'subject, 
generally,  I  can  say  with  the  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas, that  I  have  always  regarded  the  practice  of 
distributing  books  among  Senators  as  not  very 
creditable  to  the  Senate.  I  have  always  believed 
that  providing  oursefves  with  political  libraries  at 
the  public  expense  was  not  a  very  honorable  pro- 
ceeding. 

1  admit,  as  everybody  must,  that  these  publica- 
tions are  of  considerable  value;  yet  I  can  say  for 
myself,  that,  however  valuable  that  source  of  in- 
tormation  may  be,  I  have  derived  very  little  bene- 
fit from  it.  I  have  received  no  books  since  I  have 
been  a  member  of  this  body  except  what  are 
called  the  State  Papers,  and  these  I  have  found  of 
very  little  use  to  me.  In  regard  to  the  books 
which  were  voted  to  Senators  at  the  last  session, 
consisting  of  thirty-odd  volumes  of  the  proceedings 
of  Congress,  going  back  to  a  very  early  period,  I 
have  received  them;  but  they  will  be  of  no  use  for 
the  short  time  I  shall  remain  here,  inasmuch  as 
they  were  sent  to  me  at  my  residence — though 
they  might  have  been  of  some  little  use,  if  they 
had  been  allowed  to  remain  here.  I  have  contin- 
ued to  get  along  without  any  such  aid  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  duties  here,  and  I  have  not  per- 
ceived that  the  light  thus  to  be  derived  is  very 
essential  to  guide  us  in  the  discharge  of  those  du- 
ties. I  have,  therefore,  not  felt  authorized  to  vote 
for  any  resolution  for  distributing  books;  nor  can 
I  vote  for  this  proposition. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  hope  that  the  vote  will  be 
reconsidered.  This  is  a  subject  which  has  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  Congress  for  the  last  fifteen 
years.  My  position  in  this  body  has  imposed 
upon  me  almost  the  necessity  of  inquiring  into 
this  subject,  as  early  as  the  session  of  1833-4. 
Very  large  and  improvident  contracts  have  been 
made,  involving  the  means  in  the  treasury  to  the 
amount  of  several  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and 
Congress  felt  constrained  to  lay  violent  hands  on 
these  contracts,  and  agree  to  compromises,  per- 
haps, exceeding  the  bounds  of  moderation.  Not- 
withstanding efforts  made  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago, 
which,  in  this  body,  seemed  entirely  succeissful, 
to  put  an  end  to  these  expenditures,  yet  we  are 
called  upon,  from  time  to  time,  to  make  appropri- 
ations  to  meet  them.  My  i^npression  is,  that, 
under  any  action  of  this  body,  it  will  be  impos- 
sible entirely  to  arrest  what  I  regard  as  a  discred- 
itable and  pernicious  system.  I  hope  that  the 
vote  will  be  rect^nsidered,  and  that  some  aption 
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will  be  had  that  v/ill  lead  to  a  diminution  of  the  1 
evil.     My  impression   is,  however,  that  it  will  be  1 
found  impossible  in  one  branch  of  Congress   to  | 
arrest  this  dishonest  practice,  and  prevent  appro-  j 
priations  in  some  form  for  these  objects.     At  the  ', 
very  heel   of  the  last  session,   a   resolution   was  \ 
passed  making  an  appropriation  of  these  books  i 
almost  unanimously,  though  it  had  not  my  con-  | 
currence.     I   am  perfectly  willing,  however,  that 
Senators  should   receive  these  books  now  for  the 
last  time,  though  I  shall  not  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion.    I   hope  it  will   be  reconsidered,  and  that  it 
will  go  to  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library,  or 
some  other  committee,  and  that  a  bill  will  be  re-  ' 
ported  to  put  an  end  to  this  system  of  expenditure,  j 
so  unbecoming  in  a  legislative  body.     I  have  no 
objections,  sir,  that,  in  some  form  or  other,  an  ap-  | 
propriation  should   be  made  by  which  the  new  j 
Senators  shall  be  supplied  with   these  books.     I  j 
shall  be  content  if  this  be  done,  though  I  cannot 
vote  for  it;  but,  this  being  done,  I  should,  before 
other  new  claimants  come,  claiming  to  be  placed  '• 
upo«  the  same  footing  with  those  to  whom  books 
have  been  already  distributed,  jmt  an  end  to  the 
system.     I  would  not  pres.s  the  immediate  adop- 
tion gf  what  might  Ix;  considered  an  invidiou.'s  dis-  I 
tinction;  but  I  do  hope  that,  after  the  distribution  | 
shall  be  made  to  those  who  are  now  Senators,  we 
shall  put  an  end  to  this  evil  forever.  i 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  think  it  due  to  myself  that  I 
should  not  be  misunderstood  in  regard  to  this 
cjuestion,  I  happen  to  be  one  of  that' class  v/hich 
is  spoken  of  as  new  Senators,  and  the  interesting 
question  seems  to.  be,  whether  we  should  receive 
these  books,  the  titles  of  which  I  scarcely  know, 
the  value  of  which  I  cannot  estimate,  and  in  rela- 
tion to  which  I  am  altogether  uninformed.  I  am, 
therefore,  entirely  indifferent  upon  the  subject;  but, 
as  I  find  that  there  is  opposition  existing  to  the 
proposition,  I  shall  undoubtedly  unite  with  that 
opposition.  If  there  be  any  doubt  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  measure,  it  should  be  voted  down  at 
once;  it  should  not  be  tolerated  for  a  moment.  An 
evd  practice  should  not  be  tolerated  even  for  the 
shortest  period. 

I  will  not  undertake  to  say,  new  as  I  am  to  the 
station  I  hold,  that  it  would  be  improper  to  dis- 
tribute the.se  books  according  to  the  proposition; 
but  I  do  undertake  to  say,  that  if  the  act  be  im- 
proper, I  should  .scorn  to  receive  the  benefit  of  it. 
If  I  doubt  the  power  of  the  donor,  I  should  scorn 
to  be  the  donee;  if  I  doubt  the  right  of  the  dis- 
tributor, I  should  scorn  to  be  the  distributee.  If 
books  are  distributed  to  me,  I  should  certainly  not 
receive  them  unless  I  felt  conscientiously  autho- 
rized to  do  so.  I  trust  I  shall  never  be  found  in- 
dulging in  that  sort  of  peddling  of  small  v/ares; 
and  I  agree  most  fully  with  the  Senator  from  Ar- 
kansa.s,  that  if  they  to  whom  the  books  have  been 
heretofore  distributed  have  disposed  of  them  in  the 
manner  he  slates,  such  persons  should  be  exposed 
and  held  up  to  public  infamy. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  I  perceive  that  the  resolution 
refers  to  a  previous  one.  I  should  like  to  know 
what  books  were  embraced  in  that  resolution. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  resolutions,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Reiolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  procure  for 
the  lue  of  (he  Senate  a,000  copies  of  the  authentic  copv  of 
the  Conslitutton,  with  an  analytical  index,  and  corapilatjon 
°K  I  ''.. '"''''"^  document,  recentlv  printed  and  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  members,  provided  the  price  shall  not  ex- 
ceed the  sum  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  copy. 

R^olved,  That  lO^OOO  additional  copies  of  the  authentic 
copy  of  the  Constitution,  with  an  analytical  index,  &,c..  be 
procured  for  the  use  of  tlie  Senate,  p'rovided  they  will  be 
lurnished  at  a  reduction  of  20  per  cent,  on  the  price  above 
stated.  "^ 

ResoUed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  directed  to 
furnish  each  member  of  the  present  Senate,  who  has  not 
already  received  them,  such  books  as  were  furriL^hed  to  the 
memberd  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  26th  and 
2/th  CongresfWK,  including'  the  14th  volume  of  Reei<ter  of 
Debates,  the  Congressional  Globe  and  .Appendix,  piiblished 
by  Blair  &.  Rives,  and  Elliott's  and  .Madison's  Debates,  and 
Little  &.  Brown 'B  edition  of  the  United  nutes  Statutes  at 
large. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  have  been  a  good  many 
years  in  this  body,  and  believe  I  have  voted  stead- 
ily  against  all  these  propositions  to  distribute  these 
books,  and  yet  I  have  felt  a  good  deal  of  embar- 
rassment upon  the  subject.  When  the  books  have 
been  offered  to  me,  I  have  hesitated  whether  I 
should  take  them,  but  knowing  they  must  go  to 
somebody,  I  concluded  in  my  own  mind  1  ought 
to  take  them.  I  have  always  believed,  that  among 
the  smaller  abuses  of  the  Government  expendi- 
tures this  is  the  greatest;  and  I  am  willing  to  give  ' 


up  to  any  new  member  that  may  desire  them,  that 
portion  of  the  books  which  have  fallen  to  rn^hare. 
1  have  never  derived  five  dollars  advante^  from 
thern   since   the   first  day  they  encumbered   the 
shelves  of  rny  library.     I  was  not  a  little  surprised 
when  I  received  a  letter  from  one  of  the  messen- 
gers of  this  body,  informing  me  that  there  were  ; 
two  boxes  of  books  for  me,  for  I  knew  not  a  word 
about  the  resolution  which  passed  at  the  last  ses-  i 
sion.     The  books  were,  by  my  direction,  sent  to  ! 
my  rooms  in  this  city.     I  found  them  packed  in  I 
two   large  boxes,  which  I  have  not  opened,  and 
which  1  do  not  believe  1  shall  open  during  this 
session.     I  appeal  to  the  new  members  of  this 
body  whether  this  thing  ought  to  go  ou  forever; 
and  if  not,  when  can  there  be  a  more  favorable 
time  for  putting  a  stop  to  it.     It  is  a  very  great 
abuse.     These  books  have  eiccurnulaied  from  year  ; 
to  year,  and  if  the  system  be  allowed  to  go  on  for  j 
ten  years  longer,  as  it  has  done  for  the  last  ten,  a  j 
whole  library  will  be  voted  to  each  new  Senator.  ! 
I  shall  vote  for  the  reconsideration. 

The  motion  for  the  ayes  and  noes  was  then  with- 
drawn; and  the  question  being  put  upon  the  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote,  it  was  decided  in  the  aJSivm-  \ 
ative.  i 

Mr.  MANGUM  then  moved  tha.t  the  resolution 
be  referred  to  the' Joint  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  CAMEilON.  I  have  no  objection  that  it 
should  be  referred  to  that  committee.  My  object  in 
proposing  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  was  only 
to  act  courteously  to  the  new  Senators.  I  thought 
it  better  that  the  question  should  be  determined  at 
the  early  part  of  the  session,  than  to  defer  it  to  the 
end;  for  I  have  heard  complaints  made  regarding 
the  introduction  of  resolutions  of  this  de.vcription 
at  or  near  the  end  of  a  session,  when  they  are  ne- 
cessarily hurried  through  without  much  examina- 
tion. I  am  glad  that  rny  friend  from  North  Caro- 
lina has  made  this  motion;  I  shall  willingly  sup- 
port it. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  am  sure  that  the  Senator 
will  feel  that  not  the  slightest  exception  has  been 
taken  by  me  to  the  early  introduction  of  the  sub- 
ject, for  we  all  know  that  these  things  are  some- 
times pressed  through  at  the  heel  of  the  session 
and  pass  unobserved.  La-st  winter  this  resolution 
I  recollect  was  passed  by  a  thin  Senate,  after  the 
lighting  of  candles,  on  the  last  day  of  the  session; 
and  I  will  repeat,  that  as  this  practice  has  been  so 
uniform,  and  has  grown  to  be  so  inveterate,  I 
really  think  some  means  ought  to  be  taken  to  put 
an  end  to  it.  It  cannot  certainly  be  considered 
discourteous  or  unjust,  if,  after  the  distribution  be 
made  to  those  Senators  who  have  taken  their  seats 
during  tliis  session,  the  door  should  be  closed  upon 
any  future  appropriation  of  this  character. 

Mr.  HALE.  As  one  of  the  new  members  of 
this  body,  permit  me  for  myself  individually  to 
say,  that  I  hope  the  matter  will  be  disposed  of 
without  any  reference  to  what  may  be  considered 
the  personal  claims  of  the  new  Senators  to  be  fur- 
nished with  these  books.  It  appears  to  me  that 
it  is  not  true  policy  to  say  that  v/e  will  do  wrong 
this  once.  I  think  the  true  way  is,  to  begin  to  do 
right  now.  If  the  plea  of  "just  this  once"  be  al- 
lowed to  prevail,  that  plea  will  be  just  as  good  at 
the  next  session  as  now.  The  true  course  will  be 
to  begin  to  do  right  now,  and  let  me  hope  that 
such  a  course  will  be  taken  as  will  forever  put  a 
stop  to  the  abuse  which  has  so  long  existed. 

Senators  may  recollect  that  at  the  26ih  Con- 
gress an  appropriation  was  made  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  House.  I  hope  it  will  now  be 
effectually  stopped,  so  that  even  indirectly  it  can- 
not be  continued;  and,  as  one  of  the  new  Sen- 
ators to  whom  reference  has  been  made,  I  am,  for 
myself,  perfectly  willing  to  be  made  an  example  , 
of  in  this  instance — to  have  its  first  operation  ap-  I 
plied  to  myself. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  The  Senator  from  New  \ 
Hampshire  entirely  misconceives  my  meaning  if 
he  understands  me  to  say  I'  would  favor  the  doing 
wrong  "this  once."  I  said  distinctly  I  would' vote 
against  it,  as  I  have  uniformly  done  heretofore; 
but  I  also  said  that  I  would  be  content  that  the 
distribution  should  take  place  to  those  who  are 
new  Senators;  and  I  said,  also  that  I  apprehended 
that  in  some  form  or  other  it  would  unquestion- 
ably pass  during  this  Congress. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  "This  once"  has  been  the  cry 
since  this  system  commenced,  and  I  believe  with 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  tiiat  it  will  pass 
in  some  form  or  other  before  we  adjourn.  ' 


The  question  being  put  on  the  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Library,  the  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuEsuAY,  December  14,  1847. 

TheJournalof  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARRINGER,  Mr.  Aucc-s- 
TiKE  H.  SiiEPPERD  was  Cov/ing  to  indisposition) 
excused  from  .serving  a.s  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ag.nculture. 

Mr.  BOYD  rose  and  said,  in  looking  over  the 
list  of  committees,  he  found  he  was  appointed  on 
two,  whose  duties  were  important  and  laborious, 
to  wit,  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the 
Committee  on  Accounts.  He  thought  it  would  be 
impossible  to  perform  the  duties  incident  to  both, 
and  he  therefore  asked  the  House  to  excuse  him 
from  service  on  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 

The  SPEAKER,  put  the  question,  "Shall  Mr. 
Boyd  be  excused?"  and  it  v/as  decided  in  tlie  af- 
firmative. 

So  Mr.  BoYi)  was  excused. 

PERSO^"AL  EXPLANATION'. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  rose  and  requested  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  an  attack  which  had  been 
made  on  him  through  the  public  press.  [The  floor 
was  claimed  by  other  gentlemen.]  He  rose  to  a 
privileged  question,  on  which  he  desired  to  rriake 
a  personal  explanation. 

The  SPEAKER  .said:  The  Chair  will  take  this 
occasion  to  state  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  and 
to  the  House,  that,  in  his  opinion,  personal  expla- 
nations are  not  privileged  questions;  they  are  ap- 
peals to  the  courtesy  of  the  House.  Privileged 
questions  stand  on  a  different  footing.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  then  requested  the  Clerk  to 
read  an  article  which  appea-red  in  the  National 
Vl/^hig  of  Friday,  December  10,  1847;  which  he 
sent  to  the  Clerk's  de.sk: 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

"  TO  TUE  EDITOR  Or  THE  SATIO.VAI.  WHIR. 

'"  Pap.ty  Treachkey. — I  am  not  at  all  surprised  at  the 
course  pursued  duriiig  the  late  election  of  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  by  Messrs.  Giddings,  Tuck,  Pal- 
frey, eta  genu's  ornne.  Their  minde  are  so  utterly  obfus- 
cated by  the  madness  of  Abolitionism,  tliat  they  can'neither 
see  nor  feel  what  is  due  to  themselves  or  the  party  to  which 
they  profess  to  belong,  but  of  which  they  are  the  mere  putrid 
excrescences.  TJiey  must  surely  know  tiiat  tiiey  possess 
neither  tkat  political  standing  nor  intellectual  caliber  tliat 
would  justify  thera  in  arrogantly  opjx>sing  tiie  will  of  one 
hundred  and'six  men  of  profounJer  intellect,  higher  reputa- 
tion, and  more  ardent  pairioti-sm.  If  they  have  an  Abolition 
twi>;t  in  their  brains,  their  constituents  should  -see  the  pro- 
priety of  keeping  them  at  home,  and  of  thus  preventing  thepi 
from  inflicting  their  folly  on  the  House,  or  endangering  the 
interests  of  their  party  by  such  '  fantastic  tricks'  as  they  are 
apt  to  indulge  in.  These,  it  is  true,  would  be  quite  hann- 
less,  and  only  calculated  to  excite  derision  and  contempt, 
if  those  who  played  them  did  not  profess  to  belong  to  a  party 
tJiat  must  regard  them  and  their  follies  with  disgust.  As  a 
Whig,  I  utterly  repudiate  such  men  as  political  nuisances." 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  interpo.sed,  and  femarked  that 
he  did  not  desire  the  Clerk  to  read  the  residue  of 
the  article,  if  its  reading  were  not  called  for  by 
others.  [Several  voices:  "Read,  read."]  He 
saw  no  necessity  for  the  reading  of  more  than  that 
which  concerned  himself. 

Mr.  GAYLE  said  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
might  be  the  proper  judge  of  what  concerned  him- 
self and  of  what  was  necessary  for  his  own  vindi- 
cation, but  he  desired  the  House  to  hear  what  had 
been  said  of  others. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  read  the  residue  of  the 
article. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  also  desirpd  the  Clerk  to  read 
a  few  lines  which  appeared  under  the  editorial 
head  of  the  .same  paper. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

"  We  intend  to  prepare  a  full  Ftatement  of  the  course  of 
those  Whigs  who  deserted  their  party  on  the  occasion  of  the 
election  of  the  officers  of  the  House  of  Keprtspntatives,and 
to  send  two  thousand  copies  of  the  Siilional  Whi^  in  which 
it  appears  into  each  of  the  districts  of  thosi-  genlK-men,  in 
orderthat  their  constituencies  may  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  facts  in  the  case." 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  then  said:  This  paper  was  nut 
into  my  hands  on  Saturday  la.st,  and  is  the  fiFSt 
copy  I  have  met  with.  It  was  established  in  this 
city  some  six  months  since,  with  the  avowed  pur- 
po.se  of  promoting  the  election  of  General  Taylor 
to  the  Presidency.  The  proprietors  are  not  made 
known  to  the  public  through  its  columns  in  the 
ordinary  manner,  but   their  names  are  kept  out 
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of  view.     Common  fame  speaks  of  the  establish-  I 
nient  as  a  joint-stock   concern,  held    principally  ; 
by  a  politica'l  clique  of  this  riiy,  but  in  the  support 
of  which  some  members  of  this  House  are  inier-  \ 
ested.     Of  these  facts,  however,  I  can  only  speak  t 
from  report.     The  editor  does  not  avow  himself, 
though  it  is  said  liiat  he  was  formerly  from  New  i 
Orleans,  and  more  recently  an  appointee  under  the  i 
Administration  of  Mr.  Tyler;  yet  we  have  no  very  ' 
definite  knowledge  on  this  point;  and  it  appears  I 
quite  evident  that  the  owners,  the  editor,  and  cor- 
respondents think  it  policy  to  keep  hid  from  the 
puljjic  gaze.    They  appear  to  have  formed  a  politi- 
cal cabal,  with   the  Gluixotic  intention  of  guiding  ' 
tlic  Whig   party  iti  the  coming  Presidential  con- 
test. 

1  now  call  attention  to  the  articles  read  at  the 
Clerk's  table.  The  first  appears  to  have  come  I 
from  an  anonymous  correspondent;  but  it  speaks  j 
familiarly  of  what  passed  in  the  Whig  caucus,  and  i 
is  by  many  supposed  to  have  emanated  from  a  i 
member  of  this  body.  If  such  be  the  fact,  I  hope  ! 
he  may  be  driven  from  his  hiding-place,  and  com- 
pelled to  stand  forth  to  the  public  gaze. 

It  is  no  part  of  my  present  object  to  speak  in  i\ 
explanation  of  the  votes  which  I  gave  at  the  dec-  |i 
tion  of  Speaker  and  Clerk.     In  the  course  which  I  '| 
tlien  pursued,  I  was  guided  solely  by  the  dictates    ' 
of  my  own  judgment  and  conscience,  and  am  re-  ' 
sponsible  only  to  my  constituents  and  to  my  God.  :| 
For  the  manner  in  which  I  discharged  that  duty,  jj 
I  shall  at  all  times  hold   myself  ready  to  give  ex-  j 
plaiiation  to  those  whose  will  I  was  commissioned  i| 
to  execute,  or  whenever  I  may  deem  it  due  to  my 
own  fame.     Intimations  have  gone  out  that  gen- 
tlemen on  this  floor  were  greatly  dissatisfied  with 
my  vote.     On   that  point  I  will  only  say,  if  such 
be  the  fact,  let  them  stand  forth  and   avow  their 
dissatisfaction  in  a   manner  becoming   American 
statesmen;  and  neither  they  nor  the  country  shall 
wait  long  for  an  avowal  of  the  principles  on  which 
I  acted.     I  came  here  not  only  to  act  upon  all  mat- 
ters which  shall  come  before  us,  but  to  be  prepared 
to  vindicate  my  official  acts  whenever  such  vindi- 
cation shall  be  rendered  proper.     But,  sir,  I  know 
too  well  what  is  due  to  my  own  self-respect  and 
to  the  constituency  which  I  represent,  to  enter  upon 
any  explanation  m  reply  to  such  attacks  as  those 
contained  in  the  paper  just  read.     I,  however,  will 
say  to  the  House  that  these  assaults  are  jierfectly 
understood.     Their  object  is  to  browbeat  members 
and  intimidate  them  from  following  the  dictates  of 
their  own  judgment  in  the  discharge  of  official  du-  j 
ties.     It  remains  to  be  seen  how  far  their  objects 
will  be  attained. 

Certain  letter-writers,  also,  whose  communica-  1 
tions  have  appeared  both  in  New  York  and  Phila-  I 
delphia,  appear  to  have  acted  in  concert  with  the 
writers  in  tlie  National  Whig,  and  seem  desirous 
of  being  regarded  as  whippers-in  of  the  Whig 
party.  Although  I  will  neither  name  them  nor  the 
papers  in  which  they  appear,  I  will  give  as  a  spe- 
cimen of  their  language  a  short  extract  from  one  of 
their  letters,  ia  which  the~  writer,  speaking  of  the 
votes  of  myself  and  my  honorable  friend  froni  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  P.i.LFREY,]  says: 

'■  I  forbRar  for  the  time  from  prilar^iiig  upon  tlii.n  topic  as 
I  would  il^sire;  l)ut  iil)iiiidaiicc  ()^()L■pi^^ion  will  he  present- 
ed, when  I  .-^hnjl  do  my  duly  foarlrsoly,  and  not  hesitate  to 
expo.-e  lhn«:  who  have;  attL'inpK'd  to  use  the  Whig  party  as 
the  steppine  f-fone  to  political  amliition.  and  as  the  cover  of 
(.chi^nif s  wlii'h  no  VVhls  should  coimlcnance  or  tolerate 
eome  what  may.  I,  for  one,  shall  not  shrink  from  this  tii.sk! 
as  th>-y  will  discover  before  the  session  is  over." 

Others  hold  similar  language,  and  I  rose  more 
for  the  purpose  of  disabusing  the  Whig  party  of 
all  participation  in  such  sentiiuents  than'from  any 
personal  consideration.  In  saying  this,  it  may  be 
proper  that  I  should  say  that  1  have  held  my  pres- 
ent seat  in  ihis  body  longer  than  any  other  Whio- 
member.  I  alao  represent  the  strongest  Whig  dis- 
trict of  the  United  .State.".  In  that'district  I  have 
resided,  man  and  boy,  for  nearly  lialf  a  century.  I 
grew  up  from  a  child  with  its  advancingsettlement, 
and  coniribiited  in  some  humble  degree  to  the  for- 
mation of  its  [lolitical  character.  It  lias  never  been 
represented    except    by  Whigs;   nor   has   it  ever 


wavered  in  its  political  faith.  And;I  should  poorly 
rlischargc  the  trust  reposed  in  me,  were  I  to  permit 
that  people  to  rest  under  the  imputation  of  being 
politically  associated  with  sentiments  like  those 
alluded  to.  Sir,  I  am  sure  that  I  utter  the  feelings 
of  cverv  Whig  in  this  Ilnll  and  elsewhere,  when 
I  say  that  we,  as  a  parly,  have  never  used  such 
instrumenlttlities,  or  employed  such  ngents.     And 


I  trust  in  God  the  day  is  far  distant  when  senti- 
ments like  these  shall  be  harbored  or  acknowl- 
edged^ a  party  to  which  I  have  from  its  forma- 
tion been  attached. 

Here  the  subject  dropped. 

RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE,  ETC. 

Mr.  J.  C.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  select  com- 
mittee appointed  to  revise  the  rules  and  orders  of 
the  House,  by  general  consent  made-  a  report; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  was  made  the  special  order  of  the  day 
tor  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  HENLEY  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution. 

The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  the  memorial  of 
James  Monroe,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying 
to  be  admitted  to  a  seat  as  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  Thirtieth  Congress,  in 
the  place  of  David  S.  Jackson,  the  sitting  member. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

Also,  a  petition  of  Hannah  Avery,  late  widow 
of  King  Avery,  deceased,  of  Cornwall,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  praying  to  be  restored  to  the  pos- 
session, use,  and  occupation  of  certain  land  occu- 
pied by  her  father,  Hugh  McClannon,  in  his  life- 
time situated  within  the  tract  of  land  at  West 
Point,  claimed  by  the  United  States.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  LEVIN  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  en- 
able him  to  ofler  the  followiilg  resolution: 

Resohcd,  Tliat  the  Postmaster  of  the  House  supply  the 
members  with  wrapping  paptr  and  envelopes  free  o!  charge, 
and  that  he  he  directt:d,to  keej)  an  account  of  the  quantity 
of  paper  and  tlie  number  of  envelopes  given  to  each,  sub- 
ject to  the  inspection  of  any  number,  when  desired. 

The  question  was  put  on  suspending  the  rules, 
and  agreed  to;  and  so  the  resolution  was  received. 

Mr.  HOWELL  COBB  thought  the  resolution 
should  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts  for 
examination.  During  the  last  Congress  it  was 
ascertained  that  great  abuses  had  been  perpetrated 
in  relation  to  envelopes  and  wrapping-paper,  of 
which  many  reams  had  been  sent  to  the  rooms  of 
members,  who  had  no  use  for  them  in  the  ordina- 
ry course  of  legislation.  tie  hoped,  therefore, 
that  this  resolution  would  not  now  be  adopted,  but 
that  it  would  be  sent  to  tlie  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts, that  the  facts  of  the  case  might  be  report- 
ed upon  to  the  House.  He  saw  no  reason  why 
there  should  be  a  distinctioa  drawn  between  en- 
velopes and  wrapping-paper  and  the  stationery 
which  members  required,  and  which  was  provided 
for  them  to  a  limited  amount.  At  any  rate,  he 
hoped  the  House  would  allow  a  committee  to  ex- 
amine and  report  upon  the  subject,  that  they  might 
vote  understandingly.  He  moved  the  reference  of 
this  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 

Mr.  LEVIN  had  no  objection  to  the  reference, 
though  he  was  of  opinion  that  his  resolution  would- 
itself  provide  a  remedy.  It  proposed  that  a  re- 
cord should  be  kept  of  the  amount  supplied  to 
each,  to  which  record  every  member  could  have 
access  for  examination.  It  seemed  to  him,  there- 
fore, that  the  remedy  it  provided  was  full  and 
ample. 

Mr.  ROOT  said  there  was  a  manifest  impro- 
priety in  sending  this  subject  to  the  Committee  on 
Accounts.  What  was  done  at  the  last  session — 
in  the  statement  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Cobb,]  he  had  no  doubt,  was  cor- 
rect— was  not  done  under  a  rule  of  the  House,  but 
in  accordance  with  a  provision  of  a  previous  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  COBB  said  that  was  true.  The  rule  limit- 
ing the  stationery  of  members  to  twenty-five  dol- 
lars, was  a  rule  of  the  2Gth  or  27th  Congress, 
which,  however,  had  been  acquiesced  in  by  the 
practice  of  this  House  ever  since.  It  was  not  a 
rule  of  this,  but  of  a  preceding  Congress. 

Mr.  ROQT  said,  hence  the  necessity  of  some 
resolution.  There  was  a  ])ressing  necessity  for 
doing  something  in  this  matter,  but  he  apprehend- 
ed this  resolution  would  be  found  insufficient. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Cobb's 
motion  to  refer;  which  the  Speaker  was  of  opin- 
ion was  lost. 

A  division  was  called  for,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to — 77  in  the  aflirmative,  and  72  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

ELECTION  OF  CHAPLAIN. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
proceed  to  the  election  of  Chaplain.     Agreed  to. 


The  SPEAKER  announced  that  nominations 
would  now  be  received. 

Mr.  LEVIN  nominated  Rev,  R.  W.  Cushman, 
Baptist. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  nominated  Rev.  Orville  Dew- 
ey, Congregationalist. 

Mr.  J? a.  ADAMS  nominated  Rev.  R.R.  Gur- 
LEY,  Presbyterian. 

Mr.  McLANE  nominated  Rev.  J.  N.  McJil- 
TON,  Protestant  Episcopalian. 

Mr.  STANTON  nominated  Rev. Levi  R-  Reese, 
Methodist  Protestant. 

Mr.  PETTIT  was  excused  from  voting. 

Mr.  SAWYER  was  also  excused  from  voting. 

Mr.  LEVl^J,  Mr.  Ashmun,  and  Mr.  McLane, 
were  appointed  tellers. 

The  SPEAKER  then  directed  the  Clerk  to  call 
the  roll;  which  having  been  done — 

The  tellers  reported  that  the  whole  number  of 
;  votes  given  was  209;  necessary  to  a  choice  105;  of 
[  which — 

Rev.  Mr.  Gurley  received 74 

j       Rev.  M  r.  Cushman 60 

Rev.  Mr.  McJilton 30 

I      Rev.  Mr.  Dewey 29 

I      Rev.  Mr.  Reese 16 

I      No  candidate  having  received  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes  given,  there  was  no  election. 

Mr.  McLANE  withdrew  the  name  of  the  Rev, 
J.  N  McJilton. 

Mr.  Pollock  was  appointed  a  teller  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Levin. 

The  roll  was  again  called,  and  having  been  gone 
through — 

The  tellers  reported  that  the  whole  number  of 
voles  given  was  207;  necessary  to  a  choice  104;  of 
which — 

Rev.  Mr.  Gurley  received 94 

Rev.  Mr.  Cushman ,87 

Rev.  Mr.  Dewey 20 

Rev.  Mr.  Reese 5 

Rev.  Mr.  McJilton 1 

No  candidate  having  received  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes,  there  was  no  election. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said,  as  he  nominated  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Dewey,  he  would  withdraw  his  name,  in  order 
to  enable  the  Honse  to  make  choice  of  a  Chaplain 
on  the  next  ballot. 

Mr.  LEVIN  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  move  a  resolution  appoint- 
ing a  Chaplain.     Disagreed  to. 

Mr.  STANTON  withdrew  the  name  of  Mr. 
Reese. 

The  roll  was  then  called  the  third  time,  and  the 
tellers  reported  that  the  whole  number  of  votes 
given  was  202;  necessary  to  a  choice  101;  of  which 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley  received 102 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Cushman 100 

Tlie  following  is  the  vote  in  detail: 

For  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley — Messrs.  Abbott,  John  Quincy 
Adams,  Ashinun,  Barrow,  Belcher,  Blanchard,  Booock, 
Bolts,  Bowdon,  Brady,  William  G.  Brown,  Buckner,  Butler, 
Cathcart,  Chapman,  Clingman,  Cocke,  Collamer,  Cnllins, 
Conger,  Crisfieid,  Dickej",  Dixon,  Daniel  Dunean,  Dunn, 
Edwards,  Ale.\ander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Farrelly,  Fisher, 
Flournoy,  Freedley,  Fulton,  Gayle,  Goggin,  GMl,  Gregory, 
Grinnell,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  Haminons.  James  G.  Hamp- 
ton, Moses  Hampton,  Harris,  Henry,  Isaac  E.  Holmes,  Elias 
B.  Holmes,  Hubbard,  Hunt,  Irvin,  Tverson,  Kello!;;;,  William 
T.  Lawrence,  t^idney  Lawrence,  McDow-ell,  Marsh.  .Marvin, 
Morehead,  Mullin,  Murphy,  Nehon,  Newali,  I'easkc,  I'eck, 
Pollock,  Preston,  Putnam,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rock- 
well, Roman,  Rose,  Root,  Runiscy,  St.  John,  Schenek,  Sher- 
rill,  Hilinaerland,  Smart,  Caleb  b!  Smith,  Robert  Smith, 'I'lU- 
inan  Smith,  Stephens,  Andrew  Stewart,  Charles  E.  Stuart, 
Strona,  Sylvester,  Tallmad<;e,  Taylor,  Tompkins,  James 
Tlioinp^on,  Riehard  V\^  Thompson,  Turk,  Turner,  Van 
Dyke,  Warren,  Wentworth,  White,  Williams,  Wiley,  Wit- 
mot,  Wilson,  and  Winthrop. 

For  the  Rev.  Mr.  OHiAmaii— Messrs.  Green  Adams,  Bar- 
rinser,  Bayly,  Bcale,  Bedinger,  Bingham,  Birdsall,  Black, 
Bowdon,  Biiwlin.  Bovd,  BrodlK^ad,  Burt,  Canhy,  Chasu, 
Clapp,  Franklin  Clark.  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Howell  Cobb, 
Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cranston,  Crozicr,  Cummins, 
Daniel,  Dickinson,  Garne'tt  Duncan,  Eckert,  Edsall,  Em- 
bree,  Featherston,  Fieklln.  Fries,  French,  Gentry,  Giddings, 
Green,  Willard  P.  Hall,  Haralson,  Harmanson,  Haskell, 
Henlev,  Hill,  Milliard,  George  S.  Houston,  John  W.  Hous- 
ton. Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jainieson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  John- 
son, George  W.  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Kcniion, 
Tliomas  Butler  King,  Daniel  P.  King,  Lahm,  La  S^re,  Le- 
vin, Lignn,  Lincoln,  Lord,  Lumpkin.  Machiy,  MeClelland, 
Mcllvaine,  MeLane,  Mann,  Meade,  Miller,  Morns.  Morse, 
Nes,  Outhw,  Palfrey,  I'etrie,  Peyton,  Ph'l|i-,  l'ill>lnny, 
Khett,  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Ricliey,  Robuisou,  K.n  kinll, 
Simpson,'  Sims,  Stanton,  Starkweather,  Slrolini,  Tliibo- 
dcaux,  Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Ro- 
bert A.  Thompson,  William  Thompson,  'I'hurston,  Toombs, 
Vennble,  Wick,  and  Woodward 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley,  havinsr  received  a  major- 
ity of  all  the  votes  given,  was  declared  duly  elect- 
ed Chaplain  for  the  present  session  of  Congress. 
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GAS  LIGHTS. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  business  first 
in  order  to  be  the  resolution  introduced  by  Mr. 
Fries,  several  days  since,  to  appoint  a  select  conn- 
mittee  to  inquire  if  the  health  of  the  members 
did  not  require  the  gas  apparatus  removed  from 
the  House. 

Mr.  FR[ES  rose  and  said,  since  he  offered  his 
resolution  for  the  removal  of  the  gas  apparatus,  he 
had  ascertained  that  the  eflluvia  which  had  been 
found  so  offensive  had  arisen  from  the  opening  of 
the  drain.  Tliis  explanation  was  due  as  an  act  of 
justice  to  the  gentleman  'who  had  put  up  the  gas 
apparatus,  and,  as  the  gas  might  be  found  to  an- 
swer a  very  valuable  purpose,  he  asked  permission 
to  withdraw  his  resolution. 

Leave  was  given,  and  the  resolution  was  with- 
drawn accordingly. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATION'S,   ETC. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing papers: 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  transmitting  the  report  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  showing  the 
operations  in  that  branch  of  the  public  service  du- 
ring the  last  year.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  22d 
section  of  the  act  of  July  28,  1846,  a  statement 
showing  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  un- 
der its  provisions,  the  amount  redeemed,  and  the 
manner  in  which  redeemed.  Laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  transmitting,  pursuant  to  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  December  3, 
1791,  a  report  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  Government  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1846. 
Laid  on  the.  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  letter  from  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, transmitting  a  report  upon  the  case  of  Tho- 
mas H.  Noble,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  1st  of  March  last. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

A  letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, transmitting  a  report  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  the  contingent  fund,  from  the  1st  day  of 
December,  1846,  to  the  1st  day  of  December,  1847:  I 
the  amounts  paid  for  stationery  furnished  the  post 
office  of  the  House  of  Representatives  .and  the 
Clerk  for  the  use  of  the  Clerk's  off.ce  during  the 
same  period;  and  the  balance  of  money  on  hand  on 
the  7th  day  of  December,  1847. 

A  letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, transmitting  his  report  of  the  purchase 
of  stationery  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  during  the  present  session.  Laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HEIRS  OF  JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 

A  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
of  John  Paul  Jones  was  taken  up,  and  read  twice 
by  its  title. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  hoped  that  this  bill  would  be  al- 
lowed to  pass  through  all  its  stages.  The  history  of 
it  was,  that,  at  the  last  session,  it  passed  by  a  large 
majority  of  this  House,  and  by  the  Senate  almost 
unanimously,  with  a  trifling  amendment,  in  which 
this  House  concurred.  It  was  regularly  engrossed 
and  enrolled;  but,  on  being  carried  to  the  Presi- 
dent's room,  it  was  accidentally  dropped,  and  in 
that  way  failed  to  receive  his  signature  and  to  be- 
come a  law.  Immediately  on  meeting  for  the  pres- 
ent session,  the  Senate  again  took  up  this  bill  and 
pa.ssed  it  almost  unanimously ;  and,  as  its  merits 
were  clear,  there  was,  he  supposed,  no  gentleman 
there  who  would  not  now  give  it  his  hearty  sup- 
port. These  heirs  have  been  before  Congress  for 
a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  justice  required  that 
they  should  now  be  gratified  by  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Hou.se  would 
do  what  Justice  required— put  this  bill  on  its  pas- 
sage. He  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for 
tltat  purpose. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  said,  in  the  passage  of  this  bill 
through  the  House  at  the  last  session  he  opposed 
It,  because  he  believed  it  to  be  wrong;  but  he 
should  not  now  be  mad  enough  to  undertake  to  fight 
against  it  after  the  two  Houses  had  declared  th'eir 
opinion  respecting  it.  It  should  not,  however,  be 
forgotten,  that  one  feature  was  found  in  it  at  the 


last  session,  which  was  amended  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Daniel,  and  by  that  amendment  ^900,000  was 
saved  to  the  country.  On  examining  the  writing, 
an  error  was  discovered,  one  of  the  greatest  errors 
that  was  ever  attempted  by  the  legislation  of  this 
country.  It  was  proposed  by  the  bill  that  the 
heirs  of  Paul  Jones  should  not  only  receive  the 
proportion  due  to  him  as  the  commander  in  that 
expedition,  but  that  they  should  be  the  legatees  of 
all  the  American,  officers  and  seamen  engaged  with 
him.  [A  voice:  It  is  not  in  this  bill.]  He  did  not 
know  whether  it  was  or  not;  and  therefore  he 
desired  that  it  should  go  to  a  committee  for  exami- 
nation. The  bill  came  to  this  House  in  that  con- 
dition last  year.  It  involved  as  large  an  amount 
as  iijil,200,000,  of  which  ?),900,000  was  stripped  from 
it  by  one  amendment.  He  found  that,  contrary  to 
every  principle  of  justice  and  of  right,  people  from 
Scotland,  of  whom  we  knew  nothing,  were  made 
the  legatees  of  American  seamen  and  American 
officers  who  served  with  Paul  Jones.  This  Gov- 
ernment was  the  residuary  legatee  of  these  officers 
and  seamen  on  the  failure  of  others  to  appear;  and 
what  provision  this  bill  contained  on  this  point  he 
did  not  know,  and,  not  knowing,  he  asked  that  it 
might  be  referred  and  printed.  He  had  no  inten- 
tion again  to  contest  the  passage  of  this  bill,  after 
the  decision  of  the  two  Houses  upon  it,  but  he  did 
desire  to  see  that  it  was  passed  in  no  other  shape 
than  that  in  which  it  was  when,  at  the  close  of  the 
last  session,  it  was  designed  for  the  President's 
signature.  When  he  was  satisfied  of  that  fact,  he 
should  cease  further  to  struggle  against  it. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  had  merely  to  say  that  this  bill 
was  in  the  precise  form  in  which  it  passed  the 
House  at  the  last  session. 

[A  voice:  Let  it  be  examined;  it  won't  hurt  it.] 

Mr.  BARRINGER  voted  for  this  bill  at  the  last 
session,  and  should  do  so  now;  but  there  was 
great  force  in  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Bowlin,]  and  hence  he  concurred 
in  the  propriety  of  the  reference. 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  Mr.  BROD- 
HEAD,  Mr.  T.  B.  KING,  Mr.  ROCKWELL 
of  Connecticut,  and  others  participated,  the  bill 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  petition  and  papers  of  Charles  G. 
Ridgely,  a  captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  now  on  the  files  of  the  House,  praying  re- 
imbursement of  certain  expenditures,  be  with- 
drawn and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

INTERNAL  COMMERCE. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  following  resolution, 
in  pursuance  of  previous  notice: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerco  shall  here- 
after be  called  "  The  Coiniiiitlee  on  Coiniiierce  among  the 
States, "and  shall  have  charge  of  all  questions  touching  the 
regulation  of  trade  among  tlie  seveial  States  of  the  Union. 
There  ^hall  also  tie  added  to  the  standing  conm)itteesof  the 
House  a  committee,  to  be  composed  of  nine  members, 
which  shall  be  called  "  The  Committee  on  Commerce  with 
Foreign  Nations."  It  shall  have  charge  of  all  questions 
concerning  the  regulation  of  the  trade  of  the  United  States 
with  foreign  nations. 

Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOUSTON  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution  by  adding. the  following  proviso: 

Provided,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  and  power  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  annmg  the  States  to  take  into  consid- 
eration all  such  petitions  and  matters  and  things  touching 
the  appropriation  of  the  public  money  for  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  rivers,  lakes,  harbors,  bays,  and  inlets, 
both  upon  the  seaboard  and  in  the  interior,  and  not  of  the 
said  Committee  on  Foreign  Commerce. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  in  a  word  of  explanation  of 
his  amendment,  was  understood  to  say,  that,  in  his 
judgment,  the  effect  of  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  would  be  to  separate  the  improve- 
ments on  the  seacoast  from  those  on  the  lakes  and 
rivers,  giving  jurisdiction  over  the  former  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Commerce,  and  over  the 
latter  to  the  cominitiee  on  the  commerce  among 
the  States.  Such  a  division,  he  thought,  would 
lead  to  great  confusion  and  difficulty.  The  system 
of  improvements  had  always  been  regarded  one 
and  entire.  The  object  of  his  amendment  was 
merely  to  preserve  its  unity.  Should  it  prevail, 
he  would  vote  for  the  resolution;  otherwise,  he  i 
should  feel  constrained  to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  VINTON  sujjposed,  if  a  committee  on  com-  i 
merce  "among  the  several  States"  were  created,  i 
that  it  would  take  charge  of  all  the  subjects  refer-  j 
red   to  by  the  gentleman    from    Delaware.     The 
committees  proposed  to  be  raised  were  committees  V 


on  the  foreign  trade  of  the  country  and  the  home 
trade,  pursuing  that  view  which  was  adopted  in 
the  Constitution  itself.  The  Constitution  gave  to 
Corigress  the  power  over  the  trade  "  with  foreign 
nations"  and  "  among  the  several  States."  Now, 
the  trade  "  among  the  States"  was  as  well  the  trade 
between  North  Carolina  and  New  York  along  the 
seaboard  as  between  Illinois  and  New  York  by  the 
lakes.  The  one  was  as  much  trade  between  the 
State-s  as  the  other.  The  committee  proposed  to 
be  raised  was,  in  the  language  of  the  Constitution, 
a  committee  which  should  have  charge  of  the  trade 
"among  the  several  States."  It  would  have  full 
power  over  that^rade  to  the  extent  it  was  confer- 
red by  that  clause  of  the  Constitution,  whether  that 
power  was  greater  or  less;  and  this  House  could 
give  them  no  more.  If  he  supposed  it  was  neces- 
sary to  adopt  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware,  he  certainly  should  not  object  to  it;  but 
he  understood  that  it  did  not  add  to  the  proposition 
already  made,  but  might  be  regarded  as  qualifying 
and  restricting  it. 

The  resolution  and  amendment  were  again  read 
at  the  request  of  several  gentlemen. 

And,  pending  the  question. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 
The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred under  the  rule: 

By  Mr.  PUTNAM:  The  petition  of  AmzyJurtd,  praying 
for  a  grant  of  bounty  land.  Also,  the  petition  of  Anna 
Giflin,  the  widow  of  a  revolutionary  soldier,  for  a  pension. 
Also,  that  the  petition  of  Anna  Giffin,  with  the  accompany- 
ing documents,  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  House -of  the 
last  Congress,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ilevolution- 
arv  Pensions. 

iSy  Mr.  COCKE:  The  petition  of  George  Hix,  of  .Monroe 
county,  Tennessee,  praying  compensation  for  depredations 
committed  by  Lieut.  Fowler  and  company,  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  Cherokee  nation. 

By  Mr.  GRINNELL:  The  petition  of  Elisha  H.  Holmes, 
with  the  documents  connected  therewith,  for  the  renewal 
of  liis  patent.  Also,  the  petition  of  Joseph  C.  Delano,  and 
other  shipmasters  and  merchants  of  New  Bedford,  Massa- 
chusetts, for  a  beacon-light  on  Palmer's  Island,  in  the  har- 
bor at  that  port.  Also,  the  memorial  of  E.  Sawin  and 
others,  of  Fairhaven,  Massa^^husetts,  praying  that  the  claim 
of  Alborn  Allen  for  a  balance  due  him  for  a  revenue  boat 
built  by  him,  under  a  contract  with  the  collector  of  the  port 
of  Nantucket,  be  paid.  And  Mr.  G.  moved  that  the  petition 
of  said  Alborn  Allen,  and  the  documents  connected  there- 
with, be  taken  from  the  files,  and,  with  the  memorial  afore- 
said, be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

By  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut:  That  the  petition 
and  accompanying  papers  of  H.  D.  Johnson,  be  taken  from 
the  files  of  the  House  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs.     Also,  that  the  i)etition  and  accompanying  papers  of 

the  legal  representatives  of Kennedy  be  taken  from  the 

files  of  the  House  and  rel'erred  to  the  Conifnitti.eof  Cbiims. 
Also,  that  the  petition  and  accompanying  papers  of  Jacob 
Gideon,  and  of  Caroline  Sanders,  executrix  of  William  G. 
Sanders,  be  taken  from  the  files  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims.  Also,  the  petition  and  accompanying 
papersof  the  heirs  of  John  Cox,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York  :  The  petition  of  Thomas 
Jenne,  praying  for  bounty  land.  Also,  the  peiition  of  Orange 
H.  Dibble,  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  praying  for  the  payment 
of  the  balance  of  his  claim  on  a  contract  for  building  a 
bridge  across  the  Potomac  at  Washington.  Also,  the  pe- 
tition of  Sarah  Corbin,  praying  for  a  pension  as  the  widow 
of  a  revolutionary  soldier.  Also,  the  petition  of  Sylvia 
Pond,  praying  that  her  pension  as  widow  of  a  revolutionary 
soldier  may  be  continued  for  life.  Also,  the  peiition  of 
Eunice  Goodell,  praying  for  the  continuance  other  pension 
as  the  widow  of  a  revolutionary  soldier.  Also,  two  petitions 
of  masters  and  owners  of  vessels  and  other  persons  con- 
cerned in  the  navigation  of  the  great  lakes,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  a  marine  hospital  at  Buffalo.  Also,  the 
memorial  of  William  Reddin  and  others,  in  relation  to  the 
collection  and  disbursement  of  hospital  money  on  the  great 
lakes.  Also,  the  petition  of  Ira  Baldwin,  be  taken  fronjtlie 
files  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 
Also,  the  petition  and  papers  of  Peter  Coville  taken  from 
the  files  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 
By  Mr.  R.  McCLELLAND  :  The  petiiion  of  John  R.  Wil- 
liams, of  Detroit,  Michigan,  for  damages.  Also,  the  petition 
of  the  administratrix  of  Conrad  Teneyck,  deceased,  late  of 
Michigan. 

By  Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts:  Several  petitions  of 
Joseph  Wilson,  Mary  Brown,  Harriet  Brown,  Captain  Tho- 
mas Morris,  Tnrlton  Woodson,  and  Theodore  Middleton. 

By  Mr.  HAMPTON:  Two  petitions  from  citizens  of  Al- 
leghany county,  Pennsylvania,  .isking  for  a  daily  mail-route 
from  the  city  of  Pittsburg  dovvn  the  Ohio  river  by  steam- 
boats to  some  convenient  and  suitable  point,  thence  west 
through  New  Lisbon,  Canton,  Massillon,  and  Wooster,  to 
Mansfield.  Also,  the  petition  of  John  Gilbert,  of  Alleghany 
county,  Pennsylvania,  asking  for  an  increase  of  his  pension. 
By  Mr.  WHITE:  The  petitions  of  Stephen  A.  Corey,  of 
Saratoga  county;  of  Samuel  D.  Sabine,  of  Saratoiia  coun- 
ty ;  of  George  Newton,  of  Fulton  county;  of  Ilm.'li  Kiddle, 
o'f  Schenectady;  of  Henry  R.  Wendell,  of  Schenectady, 
New  York.  And  the  peUtion  of  Rulitf  Van  Brunt,  pre- 
sented in  December,  1841. 

By  Mr.  J.  R.  INGKRSOLL:  The  petiiion  of  J.  R.indolpU 
Clay  for  compensation  as  charge  d':ill'aires.  Also,  the  pe- 
tition of  Henry  Simpson,  surviving  administrator  of  George 
Simpson,  deceased,  for  n  commission  for  services  in  obtain- 
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ing  a  Government  loan  in  1813.  Also,  llie  petition  of  C.  J. 
Maclclhin,  for  additional  lemnneration  for  expf-nses,  &.C., 
incurred  by  tin'  I'liiirral  fro;a  his  hotel  of  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Rr>|ire>cntativc'S. 

By  Mr.  t'C)LLAMl:;U:  The  petition  of  J.  P.  Skinner  and 
Georae  B.  Green. 

By" Mr.  WILLI.'VMS:  The  petition  of  Andrew  IMake, 
praying  for  the  bounty  that  would  have  been  allowed  to 
the  schooner  T»vo  Brothers,  had  not  that  vessel  been  lost: 
referred  to  the  Comuiiltee  on  Commerce.  The  petition  of 
A.  A.  Uiui-ins,  prayinj;  for  the  allowance  of  the  tisliing 
bounty  to"  schooner  .Madison,  of  Orlando,  lost  at  sea  while 
pursuing  her  voyage :  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

By  Mr.  MURPHY:  The  petition  of  Sarah  Hildreth, 
widow  of  John  Hildreth,  a  soldier  who  died  in  the  service 
of  the  United  Stales  during  tlie  late  war,  for  a  pension:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions.  7"he  petition 
of  Edivard  Quinn,  formerly  a  seaman  on  board  the  frigate 
United  States,  who  received  an  injury  in  the  service,  for  a 
pension :  referred  to  the  Comujittee  on  Naval  Affairs. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wed.vesdat,  December  15,  1847. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  ffom  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  transmitting  the  report  made  to  the 
Treasury  Department  by  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Coast  Survey,  siiowing  the  progress  of  that 
work  during  the  year  ending  October,  1847;  which 
was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DIX,  it  was 

Ordered,  Tliat  it  be  printed,  and  that  1,350  copies,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  usual  nuniher,  he  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  250  of  which  to  be  sent  to  the  Superintendent 

The  following  message  was  received  fronri  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  Campbell, 
their  Clerk: 

"  Mt..  President:  The  Flouse  of  Representatives 
have  chosen  Royal  R.  Gurley,  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian denomination,  Chaplain  on  the  part  of  the 
House. 

"The  House  have  appointed  a  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  on  their  part,  consisting  of  James 
G.  Hampton  and  John  L.  Robinson." 

PETITIONS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Mary  D.  Wade,  widow  of  a  deceased  na- 
val officer,  praying  a  pension;  which  was  referred 
to  tiie  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the 
petition  of  Wm.  Pumphrey,  praying  the  confir- 
mation of  hi.s  title  to  certain  lands  in  Louisiana; 
•whicii  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  submitted  additional  documents 
in  relation  to  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Pistole; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  the  memorial  of 
Henry  Simpson,  survivingadniinistrator  of  George 
Simpson,  deceased,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  com- 
mission on  a  loan  negotiated  by  the  testator  for  the 
Government  in  the'year  1813;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  YULEE  presented  the  petition  of  Henry 
Washington,  praying  redress  for  arbitrary  and 
illegal  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  surveyor  general 
of  pu!)lic  lands  in  Florida,  in  violating  a  contract 
entered  into  with  him  for  executing  certain  surveys^ 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  CASS  submitted  docuinents  relating  to  the 
claim  of  T.  S.  Wendail,  for  the  payment  of  a  sum 
of  money  due  him  under  the  4th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  1837  with  the  Saginaw  Indians;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afl'air.s. 

Mr.  YULEE  piti.sented  the  petition  of  James 
Edwards,  praying  compen.sation  for  losses  sus- 
tained in  con.sefjuence  of  the  destruction  of  his 
property  during  the  Seminole  war;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afl'aira. 

Mr.  Y.  also  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Edwa/ds,  administrator  of  Edward  M.  Wanton, 
deceased,  praying  compensation  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  deceased,  in  consequence  of  the  de- 
Htruction  of  his  properly  din-ing  tne  Seminole  war; 
which  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Y.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Eugene 
Van  Ness  and  John  H.  Brush,  executor.s  of  Nche- 
miah  Bru.sh,  deceased,  praying  compensation  for 
losses  sustained  by  the  deceased  in  conset|uencc  of 
the  dcstniclion  of  his  jiropcrty  during  the  Seminole 
war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.   Y.   also  presented   the  petition  of  Gad 


Huinphreys,  praying  indemnity  for  losses  sustain- 
ed in  consequence  of  destruction  of  his  property 
during*  the  Seminole  war;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  Y.  also  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Center,  praying  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  in 
consequence  of  the  destruction  of  his  property 
during  the  Seminole  war;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  the  petition  of  Ma- 
ria Caldwell  Robertson,  legal  representative  of 
James  Caldwell,  deceased,  praying  the  payment 
of  certain  outstanding  loan-office  certificates  issued 
to  the  said  James  Caldwell,  and  since  lost  or  de- 
stroyed; which  was  referretl  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  memorial  of  George 
H.  Lee  and  others,  members  of  the  bar  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  praying  an  increase  of  the  sal- 
ary of  the  judge  of  the  western  district  of  Vir- 
ginia; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  the  petition  of  Oliver  C. 
Harris,  praying  an  extension  of  his  patent  for  a 
paint  mill;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

UNITED  STATES  COURTS  OF  VERMONT. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  UPHAM  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  changing  the  places 
and  fixing  the  times  for  holding  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  in  the  district  of  Vermont;  which 
was  read  the  first  and  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

WASHINGTON   MONUMENT. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  MILLER  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  joint  resolution  autho- 
rizing the  erection  on  the  public  grounds,  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  of  a  monument  to  George 
Washington;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  presented  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Union  County,  Arkansas,  praying  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  mail-route  from  Magnolia  to  Holly 
Spring,  in  that  State;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Oi^ce  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  it 
was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  the  Mexican  Gulf  Railroad 
Company,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  it 
was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Hoggatt,  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  it 
was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Jones,  represent- 
ative.of  John  Carr,  deceased,  and  the  petition  ot  Tliompson 
Hutcriinson,  lieirs  of  Thomas  Hutchinson,  deceased,  on  the 
files  all  the  Senate,  be  severally  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FAIRFIELD,  it  was 
Ordered,  Tliat  the  memorial  of  Foxliall  A.  Parker,  on  the 

files  of  the  Senate,  be  relencd  to  the  Connnittee  on  Naval 

Aifairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  YUJ^EE,  it  was 
Ordered,  Tliat  the  petition  of  William  C.  Easton,  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 

Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  llie  representatives  of  Robert 
St!vvall,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  William  Gray- 
son, deceased,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  MiUtaiy  All'aiis. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  tlie  heirs  of  David  Noble,  on 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  E  P.  Calkin  &  Co.,  on  the 
file."  of  the  Senate,  be  refenx-d  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciaiy. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MILLER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  Searing  and  others, 

heirs  of  Mary  Allen,  deceased,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate, 

be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DIX,  it  was 

Ordrrcd,  Tli.it  ihe  petition  of  John  Martin,  on  the  files  of 
the  Senate,  be  relerred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petitions  of  Calvin  lleed,  of  George  W. 


Walton,  and  of  J.  W.  Nye,  a.<signee  of  Peter  Bargy  and 
Hugh  W.  Stewart,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PHELPS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  tlie  petition  of  Maria  Loubet,  legal  repre- 
sentative of  JeanBaptistc  Lomagne,on  the  files  of  the  Sen- 
ate, he  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATCHISON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Tlionias  Talliot  and  others, 

on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Indian  Aft";iirs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NILES,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  Rhodes,  on  the  files 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NILES,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Walter  Loomis  &  Abel 
Gray,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DICKINSON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Asa  Andrews,  on  the  files 
of  tlie  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  CIsums. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  it  was 
0-rdered,  That  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Francis  Cazean, 

on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  UPHAM,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  documents  on  the  files  of  the  Senate, 
relating  to  alterations  in  the  times  and  places  of  holding  the 
circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States  in  Vermont, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CORWIN,  it  was 
Ordered,  Thai  the  petilion  of  the  heirs  of  Benjamin  Har- 
rison, and  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Lamme,  executor  of 
Nathan  Lamme,  deceased,-on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be 
severally  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CORWIN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  Cadwalader  Wallace,  on 

the  files  of  the   Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Bryan  Callaghan,  on   the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  theCommittee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  heirs  of  Presley  Thornton,  deceased, 
have  leave  to  withdraw  their  pefition  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  \Villiam  Saunders  and  William  R.  Porter, 
sureties  of  William  Estis,  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  pe- 
tition and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FAIRFIELD,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  Samuel  A.  Morse  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition  and  papers. 

PAYMENT    FOR    HORSES,  ETC. 
Mr.  ATCHISON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  MilitarjrAffuirs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviving  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  horses  and 
other  properly  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,"  approved  January  18,  1837,  as  amend- 
ed by  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An 
act  to  provide  payment  for  horses  and  other  property  lost  or 
destroyed  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,'  ap- 
proved October  14,  1837,"  and  as  still  further  amended  by 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to 
provide  payment  for  horses  and  other  property  lost  or  de- 
stroyed in  the  military  service  of  the  fjnited  States,'  ap- 
proved the  18th  of  January,  1837,"  approved  August  93, 
1842;  and  applying  the  provisions  of  the  same  to  the  volun- 
teers who  have  been  engaged  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  State?  since  the  13tli  May,  1846,  are  now,  or  shall 
hereafter  be  in  said  service.  And  that  said  committee  be 
instructed,  also,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  paying 
the  non-commissioned  ofticeis,  musicians,  and  privates  of 
said  volunteers,  for  parts  of  rations  when  the  United  Statea 
shall  fail  to  supply  the  same. 

THE  WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lutions for  consideration: 

Renolved,  That  to  conquer  Mexico,  and  to  hold  it  either  as 
a  province  or  to  incorporate  it  in  the  Union,  would  be  in- 
consistent with  the  avowed  object  for  which  the  war  has 
been  prosecuted;  a  departure  from  the  settled  policy  of  the 
Government;  in  conflict  with  its  character  and  genius; 
and,  in  the  end,  subversive  of  our  free  and  popular  institu- 
tions. 

Resolved,  That  no  line  of  policy  in  the  further  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war  should  be  adopteil  which  may  lead  to  con- 
sequences so  disastrous. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CALHOUN,  it  was  ordered 
thai  the  resolutions  be  printed. 

MILITARY  HOSPITAL  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

Mr.  DOWNS  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  the  interest  of  the  service  does 
not  require  that  a  hospital  or  other  additional  means  be  pro- 
vided at  New  Orleans,  for  the  better  accommodation  of 
wounded,  invalid,  and  other  soldiers  and  volunteers  going 
to  or  returning  fioin  Mexico.  And,  also,  to  inquire  whether 
any  further  jirovision  of  law  be  necessary  to  provide  ade- 
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qimfe  means  in  all  cases  for  the  support  and  assistance  of 
rliscliarsed  solfliers or  volunteers  on  their  return  home;  and 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  after  tbe  resolution  had  been 
read,  stated,  in  explanation,  that  it  was  well 
known  that  a  large  portion  of  our  troops  were 
landed  at  and  embarked  from  New  Orleans;  and 
it  must  be  admitted  by  every  one,  that  sufficient 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  accommodation 
of  those  who  thus  devoted  themselves  to  the  ser- 
vice of  their  country.  Tiiere  was  an  urgent  ne- 
cessity that  the  sick  and  disabled  soldiers  and  vol- 
unteers returning  from  Mexico  should  be  provided 
with  shelter  and  medical  attendance.  Many  of 
these  were  entirely  destitute;  and  although  there 
are  means,  to  a  limited  extent,  in  the  barracks  and 
institutions  of  the  city,  still,  so  gi-eat  is  the  num- 
ber of  the  sick  and  wounded  and  disabled,  that 
these  means  are  altogether  inadequate.  It  was 
therefore  highly  proper — it  was  essentially  neces- 
sary— that  some  permanent  arrangement  should 
be  promptly  made  for  the  relief  and  comfort  of 
these  men.  He  believed  that  he  might  be  permit- 
ted to  say,  tliat  both  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
General  Brooke,  who  are  perfectly  acquainted 
with  these  facts,  and  who  are  sensible  of  the  ne- 
cessity of  some  such  provision  as  his  resolution 
contemplated,  would  give  their  hearty  concurrence 
to  the  proposed  object.  He  had  not  thought  it 
necessary,  or  indeed  proper,  to  make  any  specific 
suggestions  in  reference  to  the  mode  of  carrying 
into  effect  the  object  of  his  resolution.  This  will 
be  much  belter  lei't  in  charge  of  the  able  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs.  He  would  only  remark,  fur- 
ther, that  General  Brooke  is  now  in  this  city;  and, 
should  it  be  the  wish  of  the  committee,  he  would 
be  willing  to  furnish  them  \vith  any  further  infor- 
mation which  they  may  require  in  relation  to  the 
subject. 

The  resolution  having  been  considered  by  unan- 
imous consent,  it  was  agreed  to. 

PRIVILEGE  OF  THE  FLOOR. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
resolution,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Niles: 

Resolved,  That  the  Auditors  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
chiefs  of  bureaus  of  the  Navy  Department  be  entitled  to 
seats  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  was  modified  as  follows: 
Resolved,  That  the  heads  of  the  bureaus  of  the  Treasury, 

War,  Navy,  and  Post  Office  Departments  be  admitted  to 

seats  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate. 

The  question  on  the  resolution  as  modified  was 
thenj.iropounded  by  the  Chair;  but  some  objection 
being  heard — 

Mr.  NILES  stated  that  he  was  not  disposed  to 
increase  unnecessarily  the  number  of  those  persons 
who,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Senate,  were  admitted 
to  the  privilege  of  seats  on  the  floor  of  the  Chamber; 
but  he  thought  there  was  a  manifest  propriety  in 
extending  this  privilege  to  the  individuals  designa- 
ted in  his  resolution.  If  any  persons  were  entitled 
more  than  others  to  the  privilege  of  admission,  it 
must  be  those  who,  from  the  character  of  their  offi- 
cial stations,  had  frequent  occasion  to  be  in  per- 
sonal intercourse  with  the  chairmen  and  members 
of  the  committees,  and  of  this  class  were  the  offi- 
cers embraced  in  his  resolution.  Other  officers  of 
the  Government,  for  this  reason,  are  allowed  the 
privilege  of  the  floor.  It  was  given  to  many  as  an 
act  of  courtesy  and  respect;  such  as  those  who  had 
been  members  of  the  body;  the  inembers  of  the 
State  Legislatures;  and  others  who  have  received 
the  privilege  on  account  of  mei'itorious  servicts. 
But  every  Senator  must  admit  that  the  officers  who 
are  connected  with  the  details  of  the  public  service 
t  ought  to  be  equally  entitled  to  it,  in  order  that 
Senators  themselves  may  suffer  no  inconvenience 
in  the  discharge  of  their  public  duties. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed/  to. 

PASSENGERS  ON  STEAM- VESSELS. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instruct- 
ed to  Inquire  whether  any  further  legislation  is  necessary 
in  regard  to  navigation  by  stejiin  for  the  preservation  and 
protection  of  passengers. 

ANNEXATION  OF  TERRITORY. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
resolutions,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Dickin- 
son: 

Resolved,  That,  in  organizing  a  Territorial  Government 
for  Territories  belonging  to  the  United  States,  the  principles 


of  self-government  upon  which  our  federative  system  rests 
will  be  best  promoted,  tlie  true  sphit  and  meaning  of  the 
Constitution  be  observed,  and  the  Confederacy  strengthened, 
by  leaving  all  questions  concerning  the  domestic  policy 
theriiin  to  the  Legislatures  chosen  by  the  people  thereof. 

Resolved,  That  true  policy  requires  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  strengthen  its  political  and  commercial  re- 
lations upon  this  continent,  by  the  annexation  of  such  con- 
tiguous territory  as  may  conduce  to  that  end,  and  can  be 
justly  obtained;  and  that,  neither  in  such  acquisition  nor  in 
the  territorial  organization  thereof,  can  any  conditions  be 
constitutionally  imposed,  or  institutions  be  provided  for  or 
established,  inconsistent  with  the  right  of  the  people  thereof 
to  form  a  free  sovereign  State,  with  the  powers  and  privi- 
leges of  the  original  members  of  the  Confederacy. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  remarked,  that  he  would  not 
press  the  consideration  of  these  resolutions  at  this 
time.  He  was  anxious  that  there  should  be  a  full 
Senate  when  they  were  taken  up,  and  this  was  not 
likely  to  be  the  case  until  after  the  holidays.  He 
therefore  asked  that  they  should  be  passed  over  for 
the  present. 

They  were  accordingly  passed  over. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  December  15,  1847. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  ROBERT  SMITH  asked  leave  to  give  no- 
tice of  a  motion  for  leave  to  introduce  certain 
bills. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  proper  time  for 
members  to  give  notice  for  motions  for  leave  to 
introduce  bills  and  joint  resolutions  was  when  the 
States  were  called  for  petitions  and  resolutions. 

Mr.  ROBERT  SMITH  said  he  feared  that  time 
would  rjever  arrive. 

INTERNAL  COMMERCE. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  first  subject  for 
consideration  this  morning  was  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Houston  to  the  resolution 
moved  by  Mr.  Vinton  yesterday,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  shall  here- 
after be  called  "The  Committee  of  Commerce  among  the 
States,"  and  shall  have  charge  of  all  questions  touching  the 
regulation  of  trade  among  the  several  States  of  the  Union. 
There  shall  also  be  added  to  the  standing  committees  of  the 
House  a  committee,  to  be  conii)osed  of  nine  members,  which 
shall  be  called  "The  Committee onCommerce  with  Foreign 
Nations."  It  shall  have  charge  of  all  questions  concerning 
the  regulation  of  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  foreign 
nations.  » 

Mr.  J.  W.  Houston's  amendment  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Provided,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  and  power  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  among  the  States  to  take  into  consid- 
eration all  such  petitions  and  matters  and  things  touching 
the  appropriation  of  the  public  money  for  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  rivers,  lakes,  harbors,  hays,  and  inlets, 
both  upon  the  seaboard  and  in  the  interior,  and  not  of  the 
said  Committee  on  Foreign  Coiymerce. 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  before  the  discussion  was 
resumed,  he  would  modify  his  resolution  by  in- 
serting after  the  word  "  questions,"  where  they 
occur  in  the  resolution,  the  words  "  which  may  be 
referred." 

The  debate  on  the  resolution  and  amendment 
was  then  resumed. 

Mr.  RHETT  obtained  the  floor,  and  addressed 
the  House.  When  I  objected  (said  he)  to  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vin- 
ton,] a  few  days  ago,  it  was  not  with  any  expect- 
ation that  I  could  arrest  a  policy  which  I  knew  the 
gentleman  had  so  much  at  heart.  Any  one  who 
has  been  on  this  floor  for  the  last  four  years  must 
have  known  the  progress  of  things  in  this  direc- 
tion. It  has  been  certain  and  accumulating;  and 
in  the  last  Congress  thei-e  were  not  less  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  of  this  House,  comprehend- 
ing the  whole  North,  with  a  large  portion  of  the 
West,  who  were  in  favor  of  internal  improve- 
ments. I  could  not  hope,  therefore,  to  arrest,  in 
so  feeble  a  form  as  the  resisting  of  this  resolution, 
the  fearful  strides  of  so  gigantic  a  policy.  But  my 
object  is,  that,  in  the  march  of  this  Government 
in  encroaching  on  the  powers  of  the  States,  my 
coui'se,  at  least,  as  a  Representative  on  this. floor, 
should  be  distinctly  known. 

What  is  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio.'  He  has  moved  for  the  establishment  of  a 
committee,  first,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  in- 
formation— as  I  understand, statistical  inforntiation ; 
second,  with  a  view  to  exercise  power  on  the  ba- 
sis of  this  information;  and,  third,  the  action  of 
this  committee  and  the  statistics  to  be  subsidiary 
and  in  themselves  productive  of  a  home  depart- 
ment. 


Now,  first,  as  to  the  statistics  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio.  His  colleague  [Mr.  Schenck]  said  I 
need  not  be  alarmed;  that  nothing  at  all  was  to  be 
done;  that  v;hatever  power  this  House  has  under 
the  Constitution  would  be  exercised,  and  no  more. 
But  does  not  the  gentleman  know  that  he  and  I 
differ  as  to  what  this  power  is  ? 

Now,  what  has  been  the  cour.se  of  the  division 
of  powers  in  this  House.'  Does  not  everybody 
know  that  when  the  Federal  party  have  had  the 
majority  in  this  House,  and  wished  to  exercise 
powers  for  which  they  had  no  warrant — to  amend 
the  Constitution — the  very  first  step  has  been  to 
raise  a  committee.'  Was  it  not  the  case  in  1819, 
when  the  Committee  on  Manufactures  was  estab- 
lished.' Before  that,  duties  were  laid  for  revenue. 
It  is  true,  incidentally,  it  was  admitted  they  might 
look  to  the  protection  of  manufactures.  This  was 
in  1819.  The  tariff  of  1816  was  a  tariff  of  reduc- 
tions from  the  war  duties  which  were  first  imposed 
under  it.  The  first  reduction  was  to  -come  in 
1819.  The  Federal  party  came  in,  and  insisted 
upon  duties  without  reference  to  revenue;  and 
they  got  them.  That  is  the  history  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Manufactures. 

What  has  been  the  history  of  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals.'  This  committee  was  estab- 
lished in  1824.  In  1824,  internal  improvements 
had  become  very  rife.  The  first  thing  was,  that  a 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  was  moved  here, 
and  it  was  established.  Although  the  proposition 
to  give  this  Government  power  over  roads  and  ca- 
nals was  distinctly  submitted  in  the  convention 
and  rejected,  that  was  no  impediment  at  all  to  the 
establishment  of  that  committee.  Now,  the  same 
thing  is  to  be  done  in  this  case.  We  have  heard 
of  a  huge  convention  which  met  at  Chicago  du- 
ring the  last  summer,  in  which  men  of  all  parties — 
Federalists  and  Democrats — met  and  determined, 
under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Webster,  that  this  Gov- 
ernment is  omnipotent  over  all  things  wilhin  the 
whole  limits  of  this  Union;  and  I  take  it  that  this 
is  nothing  more  than  an  efflorescence,  a  production 
of  the  Chicago  convention — just  as  the  tariflT  of 
1824  was  an  efflorescence  of  the  Pittsburg  con- 
vention; and  its  friends  have  come  now  to  ask  for 
a  new  committee  to  give  power  and  effect  to  this 
system. 

I  will  now  take  up  the  purposes  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio — the  objects  for  which  he  wants 
this  committee.  First,"  for  information.  Well, 
have  we  no  information  .'  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  has  already  provided,  first,  for  the 
legistry  of  all  foreign  tonnage;  second,  for  the  re- 
gistry of  all  tonnage  among  the  States  over  twenty 
tons;  and,  third,  for  the  license  of  all  tonnage 
under  twenty  tons;  and,  accordingly,  we  had  the 
annual  report  on  tonnage  and  navigation  laid  on 
your  table  a  few  days  ago.  The  commerce  of 
Chicago,  Erie,  Louisville,  Cincinnati,  of  every 
town,  shines  there,  is  laid  down  there. 

Well,  what  more  does  the  gentleman  want.'  He 
intimated  that  this  department  might  get  together 
the  statistics  of  the  commerce  within  the  States. 
Mark  you,  the  Constitution  does  not  say  commeixe 
within  the  States,  but  it  is  only  "  among  "  the 
States;  in  other  words,  the  foreign  commerce  of 
the  States  with  the  other  States.  That  is  the 
commerce  alone  which  this  Government  has-any 
control  over  by  virtue  of  this  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution. Will  that  answer  the  purpose  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  .'  No;  he  wants  statistical  infor- 
mation concerning  the  productions  of  the  State — 
how  many  barrels  of  flour,  how  many  chickens, 
how  many  bushels  of  corn  are  raised — like  the 
orders  which  were  given  out  at  the  taking  the  last 
census.  Now,  according  to  my  views,  there  is  no 
such  power  in  the  General  Government.  The 
great  principle  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution  is, 
that  whatever  the  States  are  competent  to  do  the 
States  shall  do;  and  what  the  States  cannot  do  the 
General  Government  shall  do,  though  under  the 
express  specifications  of  the  Constitution.  Now, 
will  any  man  tell  me  the  States  are  not  able  to  take 
account  of  their  own  productions.'  Certainty  no 
man  in  Massachusetts;  for  the  other  day  I  had  sent 
to  me  from  some  one  there  a  most  minute  report, 
showing  all  the  productions  of  Massachusetts, 
from  a  hobnail  to  a  steam  engine.  Now,  does 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  want  this  Government 
to  do  what  they  are  doing  themselves  .'  To  send 
spies  and  inquisitors  to  every  house  in  the  Union 
to  find  out  what  they  do  every  year,  how  much 
grain  they  produce,  and  how  many  pigs  and  chick- 
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ens  llicy  raise?  Those  were  the  orders  issued  by- 
Mr.  Webster,  carrying:  out  the  principle  of  the 
Chicago  convention,  of  the  omnipotence  of  this 
Government  in  taking  the  last  census.  And  what 
was  the  result?  A  portion  of  the  people  of  the 
South — of  Virginia,  South  Carolina,  and  other 
States — deemed  it  an  outrage,  and  treated  the  mar- 
shal with  contempt,  telling  him  "  Get  you  down 
about  your  own  business."  They  held  that  the 
Constitution  authorized,  in  taking  the  census,  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  citizens  and  of  persons  on 
whom  the  three-fifths  representation  is  oased,  and 
that  there  was  no  authority  for  going  down  into 
these  domestic  matters,  which  belons^o  the  States. 
And  this  view  was  espoused,  and  ably,  in  an  elo- 
c|uent  article  by  a  distinguished  Whig — the  late 
Mr.  Pleasants,  of  Richmond — who  told  the  peo- 
ple to  take  no  notice  of  the  marshals.  I  repeat, 
that,  in  my  judgment,  the  Constitution  gives  to 
the  General  Government  no  such  power — all  the 
power  is  over  foreign  commerce  among  the  States; 
that  which  goes  out  of  one  State  and  enters  into 
another. 

Well,  now,  as  to  the  other  object  of  the  gentle- 
man. That  is  developed  in  the  amendment  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware.  It  is  the  power 
of  this  Govenmient.  The  gentleman  is  not  a  mere 
philosopliei- — a  mere  caterer  for  statistics.  His 
object  is  to  extend  the  power  of  this  Government; 
to  add  a  new  clause  to  the  Constitution,  whereby 
the  General  Government  may  exercise  control  over 
the  commerce  within  the  States  as  well  as  without 
— absolutely  within  the  States  themselves. 

This  system  of  harbor  improvements  by  the 
General  Government,  that  has  sprung  up  so  lately, 
is,  in  fact,  the  most  pertinacious,  and,  if  I  may  so 
Bpeak,  the  most  impinging  of  interests.  The  rivers 
liave  been  very  well  content  hitherto  with  clearing 
out  a  few  snags,  but  the  harbors  are  very  pertina- 
cious. I  will  not  now  go  into  a  very  extended 
argument  on  the  subject  of  internal  improvements, 
but  I  shall  endeavor  to  show  that  this  harbor  in- 
terest is  in  itself  unauthorized  by  the  Constitution; 
or  rather,  that  it  is  authorized  by  the  Constitution, 
but  not  in  the  mode  in  which  gentlemen  who  have 
hitherto  advocated  the  interest  have  endeavored 
to  establish.  As  I  have  before  said,  the  funda- 
mental principle  of  the  Constitution  is,  that  what- 
ever the  Stales  are  competent  to  do,  they  shall 
perform;  and  whatever  they  cannot  do  is  devolved 
upon  the  General  Government  by  express  specifi- 
cation. Now,  I  ask  any  gentlertian,  are  the  States 
incompetent  to  improve  their  own  harbors?  Will 
any  man  say  they  are?  Every  one  knows  there  is 
not  a  Stale  in  this  Union  so  poor,  so  mean,  as  to 
be  incapable  of  impioving  its  own  harbors.  Why, 
then,  should  the  General  Government  undertake, 
by  assumption  of  power  not  delegated  to  it,  to  do 
what  the  States  can  do  for  themselves  r 

But,  to  come  to  another  principle,  which  is  even 
nearer  to  the  point.  When  the  Constitution  has 
laid  down  a  mode  by  which  an  object  can  be  at- 
tained, it  is  exclusive  of  any  other  mode.  Now, 
the  Constitution  has  laid  down  a  mode  by  which 
this  object  can  be  attained.  In  the  origin  of  this 
Government,  the  good  people  of  the  United  States 
were  not  indifferent  to  internal  improvements, 
especially  to  the  improvement  of  harbors.  The 
truth  is,  that  is  the  only  species  of  improvements 
which  was  then  thought  of.  Nobody  then  thought 
of  making  a  wagon  road  under  the  authority  of  the 
General  Government.  That  is  a  claim  of  jiower 
which  sprung  up  at  a  later  day,  and  which  is  now 
put  an  end  to.  The  great  object,  then,  was  the 
miprovement  of  harbors.  Now,  i.s  there  no  mode 
provided  for  this?  On  this  point  we  have  both 
doctrine  and  example  in  the  origin  of  this  Govern- 
ment. We  have  many  instance.s  in  which  the 
Stoles  have  applied  to  this  Government  for  power 
to  lay  duties  on  tonnage.  In  17'jy  or  1793,  a  peti- 
tion came  to  Congres.s  from  the  inhabitant.s  of 
Kennebeck,  then  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
for  leave  to  lay  duties  on  tonnage,  with  a  view  to 
reimburse  them  for  moneys  expended  in  building 
the  pier.s  in  Kennebeck  river.  Congress  autho- 
rized them  to  lay  those  dutie.s.  Many  other  cases 
have  occurred.  And  in  180H,  P.allimore,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland,  and  Savannah,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia,  came  simultaneously  anil  prayed  Con- 
gress to  authorize  them  to  lay  duties  on  tonnage, 
with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  ilinir  harbors. 
Congre.s.^  passed  a  law  to  authorize  these  Slates  to 
lay  duties,  and  they  were  laid;  and  1  have  now 
before  me  a  report  by  Mr.  Crawford,  in  1822,  of 


the  whole  amount  raised  by  these  duties  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore  and  the  city  of  Savannah — in 
Savannah  from  1811  to  1821,  and  in  Baltimore 
from  1812  to  1821.  And  ever  since  have  these 
Stales,  as  1  understand,  been  authorized  by  this 
Government  to  lay  these  duties,  with  a  view  to 
keep  their  harbors  in  order.  Now,  these  are  only 
isolated  cases,  and  if  I  had  time,  I  should  like  to 
have  brought  forward  others,  in  which  this  Gov- 
ernment has  authorized  the  Stales  to  lay  tonnage 
d  uties.  I  know  another  case  in  the  city  of  Charles- 
ton. Charleston  lays  tonnage  duties,  not  with  a 
view  to  erect  and  keep  in  repair  harbors,  but  to 
support  her  marine  hospital.  These  duties  are 
now  laid  there  for  that  object.  Sir,  the  Constitu- 
tion does  not  limil  the  Stales  to  the  objects  for 
which  they  may  lay  tonnage  duties.  They  can 
do  so  for  any  purpose,  provided  the  General  Gov- 
ernment gives  them  leave;  and  from  the  origin  of 
this  Government  they  have  so  applied  in  various 
cases,  and  there  is  not  an  instance,  I  believe,  in 
which  they  have  been  refused. 

Then,  1  say,  here  is  a  mode  provided  by  the 
Constitution,  in  which  the  harbors  of  a  State  may 
be  made  and  improved;  and  1  maintain  that  this 
fact  is  conclusive  that  you  cannot  make  and  im- 
prove them  in  any  other  way.  If  you  can,  you 
give  this  Government  unlimited  power.  The  grant 
of  a  power  is  exclusive  of  other  power;  the  desig- 
nation of  one  mode  is  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
modes,  if  this  Government  be  one  of  limited,  ex- 
press grants  of  power.  And  in  this  is  seen  the 
wisdom  and  justice  of  the  Constitution.  The  Con- 
stitution, in  all  its  provisions,  is  the  greatest  ex- 
emplification of  justice  to  be  found  on  the  records 
of  nations.  Is  not  this  provision  right?  What 
right  have  ihe  people  upon  Lake  Michigan  to  come 
to  me,  down  in  South  Carolina,  and  ask  that  I 
should  contribute  to  put  their  harbors  in  order?  Is 
it  not  the  dictate  of  the  most  common  justice  ihal 
those  whose  navigation  is  to  be  protected  by  an 
improvement  should  contribute  and  pay  for  that 
improvement?  And  what  sort  of  interest,  on  the 
other  hand,  have  the  people  of  Indiana  or  Ken- 
tucky with  the  harbor  in  Charleston  ?  Why 
should  we  call  upon  them  to  improve  a  harbor 
which  they  never  saw,  or  of  which  they  know 
nothing?  It  is  precisely  the  principle  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  which  lays  so  moderatg  a  duly 
upon  letters,  thai  those  who  receive  the  benefit  of 
the  department  sustain  it.  And  this  is  a  provi- 
sion of  the  Constitution  eminently  just,  eminently 
right. 

And  now  I  ask,  then,  of  this  House,  why  shall 
we  extend  ihe  power  of  this  Government  over  this 
interesl?  I  ask  my  Democratic  friends,  who  pro- 
fess to  act  upon  the  principle  of  construction  to  re- 
gard the  rights  of  the  Stales,  why  they  will  go 
with  the  consolidationisls  ?  Why  they  will  seek 
to  accomplish  an  object  unconstitutionally  by  the 
General  Government  when  the  Slates  themselves' 
have  the  power  of  doing  it?  Or  do  they  suppose, 
when  they  want,  they  can  add  a  power  to  this 
General  Government,  and  that  will  be  the  end  of 
it?  Encroachment  never  stops;  one  encroachment 
leads  to  another;  and  there  is  but  one  way  in 
which  you  can  resist  these  successive  encroach- 
ments on  the  Stales — that  is,  one  by  one.  If  any 
statesman  supposes  he  can  for  his  own  interest  in- 
terpolate one  encroachment  into  the  Constitution, 
and  that  there  will  be  the  end  of  it,  he  is  acting 
with  a  gross  ignorance  of  human  nature.  All  ex- 
perience proves  the  contrary. 

Mr.  S[)eaker,  I  ask  gentlemen  who  represent 
sovereign  and  independent  Slates  here,  if  they  are 
willing  to  come  and  humble  themselves  to  suppli- 
cate from  Congress  as  a  favor  what  they  can  them- 
selves accomplish  as  a  right?  1  do  not  know  how 
they  feel;  for  my  part  I  have  very  seldom  come  to 
ask  for  South  Carolina  any  favor;  I  confess  I 
always  felt  humiliated  al  the  thought.  Whether 
I  esteem  my  native  Slate  more  highly  than  other 
gentlemen,  or  whatever  may  be  the  fact,  the  idea 
of  accepting  favor  from  the  General  Government 
is  most  humiliating.  I  ask  the  Representatives  of 
the  proud  State  of  New  York,  comprising  within 
itself  three  millions  of  iiihal)il:uits,  when  you  have 
the  ability  of  taxing  the  commerce  which  enters 
your  harbors — not  your  own  commerce  exclusive- 
ly, but  the  commerce  of  other  States — will  you 
consent  to  con)e  here  as  mendicants  and  beggars? 
Although  my  Stale  is  small,  she  has  loo  much 
pride  for  that;  and  if  other  States  will  thus  humble 
themselves,  she  will  demonstrate  that  she  has  too 


much  of  the  spirit  of  manly  independence  to  stoop 
so  low. 

Mr.  C.  B.  SMITH  did  not  understand  that  it 
was  proposed  to  exercise  any  power  not  conferred 
by  the  Constitution,  as  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Rhett]  seemed  to  apprehend.  This 
was  no  proposal  to  extend  the  power  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. Did  that  gentleman  deny  the  power  to 
appropriate  money  for  internal  impiovemenis? 
Why,  the  power  had  been  exercised  from  the 
very  organization  of  this  Government  to  this  day. 
There  had  never  been  a  Congress  convened  under 
the  Constitution  which  had  not  made  aj)propri- 
ations  for  that  purpose.  Thegentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Rhett]  was  alarmed  by  the  intro- 
duction of  this  resolution;  but  he,  (Mr.  S.,)  for 
one,  avowed  himself  to  be  a  friend  to  this  measure; 
he  wished  to  see  a  committee  appointed  specially 
for  the  promotion  and  fostering  of  the  great  inter- 
ests to  which  the  resolution  referred,  which  this 
Government  was  bound  to  protect  by  means  of 
internal  improvements.  He  knew  there  was  a 
modern  distinction  drawn  between  the  Atlantic  and 
the  internal  waters;  but  where,  he  would  aslc,  was 
the  authority  found  for  such  a  distinction?  Before 
they  made  appropriations,  were  they  to  enter  into 
a  chemical  analysis  of  the  waters  to  find  the  amount 
of  salt  with  which  they  were  impregnated?  Were 
they  to  establish  the  position  that  this  Government 
could  promote  no  internal  improvements  unless 
they  were  on  the  seaboard,  and  the  waters  were 
impregnated  with  salt?  Such  a  distinction  was 
futile,  absurd,  and  ridiculous.  It  was  one  that 
never  was  contemplated  by  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  it  was  one  which  he  trusted  this  Con- 
gress would  dispose  of  in  an  emphatic  manner. 

Mr.  RHETT  was  understood  to  ask  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  intended  to  represent  that  he 
drew  a  distinction  between  fresh  and  sail  water. 

Mr.  C.  B.  SMITH  had  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhetj]  to  go  be- 
yond his  associates;  he  had  understood  that  gen- 
tleman to  go  against  all  appropriations  for  internal 
improvements.  Now,  he  would  ask  thai  gentle- 
man if  light-houses  were  not  under  the  power  of 
the  Government?  Were  not  millions  spent  for 
buoys,  breakwaters,  and  other  protection  and 
facilities  for  foreign  comjnerce?  Though  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  might  see  fit  to  deny 
that  power,  he  would  find,  he  (Mr.  S.j  presumed, 
but  very  i'ew  on  this  floor  that  would  sanction  and 
accede  to  that  opinion.  That  power  was  settled 
clearly  and  conclusively — so  conclusively  ti»t  it 
could  not  be  regarded  as  a  subject  of  doubt  and 
controversy;  and  the  question  now  was,  if  they  had 
not  the  right  to  make  appropriations  for  internal 
improvements  in  our  inland  waters?  They  knew 
that  the  commerce  on  those  waters  was  extensive 
and  valuable;  they  knew  that  the  welfare  of  the 
country  was  as  intimately  identified  with  this  in- 
ternal as  with  our  foreign  commerce.  And  must 
these  vast  interests  be  neglected  ?  Must  they  of 
the  Mississippi  valley  see  the  destruction  of  their 
property  on  the  great  lakes?  Must  they  see  the 
lives  of  their  fellow-citizens  sacrificed  for  want  of 
appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  their  wa- 
ters? Musi  they,  amidst  all  these  sacrifices  and 
losses,  when  they  asked  Congress  to  make  appro- 
priations to  remove  obstructions,  be  told  that  their 
waters  were  fresh  waters,  and  therefore  no  appro- 
priations could  be  made?  It  must  be  within  the 
knowledge  of  every  gentleman  that  appropriations 
have  been  made  for  internal  improvements  ever 
since  the  organization  of  this  Government. 

It  was,  however,  equally  well  known,  that  during 
the  last  four  years,  during  which  time  he  had  had 
a  .seat  on  this  floor.  Congress  had  made  liberal 
appropriations  for  such  improvemenis,  but  that 
they  had  been  withheld  by  the  technical  veto  of  the 
President.  Such  appropriations  were  made  by  the 
voles  of  both  Whigs  and  Democrats,  in  a  Congress 
in  which  the  Democrats  had  a  majority;  but  such 
votes,  and  the  interests  and  the  petitions  of  the 
people,  were  treated  with  scorn  and  contempt.  He 
could  bear  testimony  to  the  immense  sacrifices  of 
property  which  thcWcst  had  been  compelled  to 
sustain,  and  to  ihe  immense  loss  of  valuable  lives, 
in  consequence  of  the  squeamishness  of  our  Presi- 
dent, because  he  regards  the  distinction  drawn 
between  saltwater  and  fresh  water  im])rovements. 
He  (Mr.  S.)  undertook  to  assert  that  the  power  of 
this  Government  over  im)irovemenls  can  only  finda 
limitation  in  thediscretion  of  Congress.  Gentlemen 
might   seek  to  find  it  elsewhere,  but  elsewhere  it 
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was  merely  imaginary.  It  was  a  position  which 
he  held  could  not  be  controverted,  that  the  power 
to  make  improvements  was  a  power  to  improve 
any  rivers,  whether  their  waters  waslied  the  shores 
of  one  State  or  a  dozen;  it  was  a  power  to  improve 
any  harbors,  whether  they  were  on  the  seaboard 
or  the  lakes  ;  it  was  a  power  which  was  within  the 
sound  discretion  of  Congress.  Congress  alone 
could  determine  what  appropriations  to  make  to 
protect  or  to  facilitate  our  commerce,  whether  that 
commerce  was  with  "foreign  nations"  or  "between 
the  States."  Congress  lias  acted  upon  this  view 
of  its  powers.  It  did  so  last  year.  It  did  so  du- 
ring preceding  years.  It  made  liberal  appropria- 
tions for  the  lakes  and  rivers  of  the  West,  and  for 
western  harbors,  too.  Did  any  gentleman  deny  the 
power  of  Congress  to  improve  the  Mississippi 
river?  He  thought  that  would  hardly  be  called 
in  question  now.  Did  any  gentleman  deny  the 
power  to  make  appropriations  for  the  improvement 
of  tlie  Ohio  river  ?  He  thought  that,  too,  would  be 
generally  conceded.  If,  then,  that  power  was 
conceded — if  we  have  exercised  it — lie  took  it  for 
granted  that  power  would  be  again  exercised  by 
this  Congress;  but  whether  their  act  would  become 
a  law,  he  knew  not.  And  if  they  were  to  legislate 
on  this  subject,  was  there  not  an  evident  propriety 
in  having  a  committee  to  examine  the  various  pro- 
posed improvements,  that  they  miglit  be  guided  to 
an  enlightened  decision  ?  Should  tliey  leave  a  vast 
subject  like  this,  which  was  likely  to  involve  mil- 
lions of  dollars — a  subject  affecting  a  half  or  two- 
thirds  of  the  population  of  this  Union — a  subject 
affecting  the  busmess  gf  every  internal  Stale  of  this 
Union, — siiould  they,  he  asked,  allow  these  vast 
interests  to  find  their  way  through  this  House  with- 
outacommittee  to  consider  them,  to  examine  them, 
tojudge  of  the  claims  presented,  and  to  ascertain 
which  was  the  must  entitled  to  the  support  and  pro- 
tection of  this  Government?  Why  appoint  a  com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of  public  lands  ?  VVhy  appoint 
a  committee  on  Uie  subject  of  commerce  generally? 
Why  appoint  committees  on  such  subjects  and  not 
appoint  a  committee  on  a  subject  like  this,  involving 
such  immense  interests?  Why  should  this  great 
subject  be  left  without  the  protection  of  a  commit- 
tee whose  province  it  should  be  to  examine  its 
claims?  Four  years  ago,  a  report  was  made  from 
a  Special  Committee  on  Rules,  at  the  head  i^f  which, 
he  believed,  was  the  venerable  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  which  proposed  a 
division  of  the  Committee  on  Commeice  such  as 
was  now  "proposed.  That  report,  however,  was 
never  brought  to  the  vote  of  this  House,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  involving  the  question  of  slavery. 
The  appropriate  moment,  then,  had  now  arrived 
for  establishing  such  a  division,  and  creating  a  com- 
mittee with  special  reference  to  internal  improve- 
ments. He  desired  to  place  It  on  that  ground.  He 
iiad  no  desire  to  dodge  the  question.  He  desired 
to  place  it  fairly  before  the  country.  The  question 
of  internal  improvements  is  one  which  will  com- 
mand the  vote  of  a  large  portion  of  this  Union, 
unless  it  be  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  He  was 
not  in  favor  of  a  prodigal  waste  of  the  public  money; 
he  was  not  in  favor  of  expending  money  in  im- 
jirovitig  every  little  stream.  No;  but  he  desired 
to  acknowledge  the  power  of  this  Government  to 
facilitate  and  to  protect  the  commerce  of  this  coun- 
try, and  he  desired  to  see  it  judiciously  adminis- 
tered. With  this  view  he  desired  to  see  a  com- 
mittee appointed  whose  wisdom,  and  experience, 
and  intelligence  would  enable  them  to  report  such 
objects  to  Congress  as  are  worthy  of  the  support 
of  this  Government. 

Mr.  ROOT  said,  when  lie  first  heard  the  subject 
mentioned  by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Vinton,]  he 
thought  very  favorably  of  it;  but,  on  reflection,  he 
had  become  satisfied  that  it  would  be  inexpedient. 
Having,  however,  once  changed,  he  might  possi- 
bly be  induced  to  change  his  opinions  again;  and 
hence  he  rose  now  to  exjjress  his  opinion  with  no 
very  great  confidence.  He  should  regret  to  see 
this  resolution  adopted;  but  he  feared  the  advocacy 
of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  C.  B.  Smith] 
and  the  ojiposition  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [iVlr.  Riiett]  made  that  result  very  prob- 
able. [Laughter.]  He  conceded  that  a  majority 
was  in  favor  of  internal  improvements;  and  it  seem- 
ed to  be  expected  that  tho.se  who  were  in  favor  of 
iniernal  improvements  would  be  in  favor  of  this 
new  committee,  and  those  opposed  to  internal  im- 
provementa  would  object  to  it.  If  he  was  con- 
vinced by  llie  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 


South  Carolina,  he  should  go  against  it;  but  he 
thought  the  best  answer  to  that  gentleman's  argu- 
ment was  the  observation  of  his  colleague  [Mr. 
Holmes]  on  a  previous  day,  that  the  division  of 
one  committee  into  two  would  not  enlarge  its  pow- 
ers. It  had  been  suggested  that  there  was  a  dis- 
tinction between  salt  and  fresh  water  improvements; 
and  now  they  were  to  have  a  salt  and  a  fresh  water 
committee.  [Laughter.]  They  were  to  be  "  divi- 
ded and  conquered. "  That  certainly  was  not  in- 
tended, but  he  inquired  if  that  might  not  be  appre- 
hended? He  feared  the  conflicting  and  distinct 
interests,  which  the  proposed  separation  would 
create,  would  lead  to  divisions  which  he  wished  to 
avoid.  The  Committee  on  Commerce  has  now  as 
much  jurisdiction  over  internal  improvements  as 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  among  the  States 
would  have.  Where,  then,  was  to  be  found  a  rea- 
son for  a  new  committee?  Why  divide  the  labor 
of  the  one  between  two  committees?  He  had  never 
understood  that  the  Committee  on  Commerce  was 
a  very  hard-working  committee.  Me  did  not  be- 
lieve they  worked  as  hard  as  some  others,  though 
he  admitted  it  had  been  a  very  able  and  faithful 
committee,  doing  all  that  belonged  to  it.  Why, 
then,  he  repeated,  raise  two  committees  to  do  the 
work  which  had  been  conveniently  done  by  one? 
The  Committee  on  Commerce  had  already  been 
constituted,  in  accordance  with  the  old  rule,  by  the 
Speaker;  and,  for  one,  he  was  willing  to  trust  that 
committee;  and  he  would  here  take  occasion  to 
avow  that  he  was  as  strongly  in  favor  of  internal 
improvements,  as  they  were  called,  as  any  other 
gentleman,  and  he  represented  a  constituency  which 
was  deeply  interested  in  them,  and  which  was  not 
troubled  with  such  scruples  as  those  which  were 
entertained  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Riiett. J  He  feared  the  effect  of  raising  this 
new  committee.  The  commerce  among  the  States 
was  justly  entitled  to  as  much  consideration  as 
commerce  with  foreign  nations.  It  was  their  duty 
to  promote  both.  The  commerce  between  the 
States  and  Canada  was  immense.  And  he  would 
beg  leave  to  suggest  to  the  friends  of  this  measure 
that  they  should  need — especially  while  the  present 
Executive  was  spared  to  them — all  the  united  force 
of  the  friends  of  commerce  among  the  State.^  and 
commerce  with  foreigl^  nations,  and  he  should  op- 
pose any  motion  which  would  have  the  effect  of 
dividing  them,  or  of  appearing  to  divide  them.  He 
believed  the  existing  committee  competent  to  dis- 
charge its  duties,  and  it  was  the  safer  policy  to 
leave  that  committee  unchanged.  He  had  no  de- 
sire to  dodge  the  question;  but  he  thought  it  inex- 
pedient to  put  a  weapon  into  the  hands  of  the  oppo- 
nents of  internal  improvements,  especially  such  a 
weapon  as  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
shown  a  disposition  to  use,  when  he  had  indicated 
his  conviction  that  in  tliis  movement  was  involved 
a  spice  of  Abolitionism.  He  knew  they  asked  for 
appropriations  for  internal  improvements  because 
they  wanted  to  benefit  commerce;  and  he  knew 
they  derived  the  power  to  make  appropriations  for 
such  purposes  from  the  same  clause  from  which 
they  derived  their  power  to  appropriate  money  for 
the  promotion  of  foreign  commerce.  But  he  be- 
lieved they  should  make  a  stronger  stand  when 
they  confided  all  these  interests  to  one  committee 
than  when  they  apportioned  them  between  several; 
for  it  was  as  true  now  as  it  ever  was,  "  divide  and 
conquer." 

Mr.  BEDINGER  rpse  and  said:  I  will  express, 
in  as  few  wprds  as  possible,  the  reasons  which 
will  compel  me  to  vote  against  the  adoption  of  tlie 
resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  I 
believe  it  to  be  impolitic  and  unnecessary,  if  not 
unwise  and  dangerous;  and  1  cannot  avoid  the  ap- 
prehension that  in  the  end  it  will  produce  more 
agitation  and  distraction  to  this  House  than  infor- 
mation or  advantage  to  the  country.  I,  among 
others  who  oppose  this  resolution,  may  be  thought 
over-Cautious,  and  may  be  accused  of  starting  at 
shadows;  but  it  is  better  to  be  over-cautious  in 
times  like  these,  than  to  slumber  in  security  until 
wakefulne.ss  and  caution  can  no  longer  avail.  I 
was  sent  here  to  be  cautious,  sir,  and  to  be  watchful; 
and  I  hope  I  shall  not  slumber  at  my  post.  And  I 
Confess  I  was  very  much  pleased  at  the  prompt- 
ness and  vigilance  manifested  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhett]  on  Thuisday 
last  when  he  took  this  ball  at  the  first  hop,  and 
called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  covert 
danger  which  the  resolution  contained.  Sir,  my 
experience,  and  that  of  older  and  wiser  men  than 


myself,  teaches   me    to   believe  that  the  greatest 
danger   to    the   institutions   and  freedom   of  this 
country  is  to  be  apprehended   from   the  constant 
encroachments,  or  efforts  at  encroachment,  of  the 
confederated    Government    upon    the   rights   and 
sovereignty  of  the  individual  States.     My  maxim 
is,  to  prevent,  by  every  possible  means,  the  greater 
Government  from  encroaching  upon,  and  finally 
crushing,  the  lesser  ones.     I  know  that  it  is  more 
customary,  more  fashionable,  if  I  may  use  the  term, 
just  now,  to  manifest  uneasiness  and  profess  ap- 
prehensions at  the  power  of  the  Executive.     But, 
in   my  opinion,  it  is  not  from  the  Executive  that 
any  real  danger  need  be  feared  to  the  liberties  of 
this  country,  for  the  Executive  is  constantly  and 
closely  watched  by  millions  of  vigilant  eyes.     His 
slightest  acts  are  scanned  and  criticised  with  jeal- 
ous scrutiny;  and   liis  slightest  aberrations  from 
duty,  or  his  smallest  clutching  at  illegitimate  power, 
meet  with  such  instant  and  clamorous  rebuking, 
that  the  eyes  as  well  as  the  ears  of  all  men  are 
opened  at  once;  and  if  there  be  indeed  any  danger, 
it  is  detected  and  crushed  in  the  bud.     No  Execu- 
tive in  this  country  ever  assumed  to  himself  more 
power  than  the  Constitution  and  laws  guarantied 
to  him,  without  awakening  the  wrath  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  being  hurled  with   indignation  from   his 
high  office.     Executive  eriproachments  are  not,  and 
never  can  be,  cerj/ dangerous,  because  they  are  too 
easily  detected,  and  too  zealously  opposed.     But 
It  is  not  so  with  the  encroachment  of  the  Federal 
Government.     That   is   always   more  dangerous, 
because  it  is  always  more  insidious.     It  assumes 
a  thousand  different  shapes,  and  menaces  the  rights 
of  the  States  and  their  liberties,  seldom  by  direct 
attack,  but  often  under  the  specious  pretext  of 
benefit  and  advantage;  and  the  domestic  history  of 
this  country  has  been   little  else   than  a  series  of 
struggles  between  the  individual  States  to  preserve 
their  rights  and  their  sovereignty,  and  the  Federal 
Government  to  deprive  them  of  both.     And  I  re- 
peat, that,  to  me,  the  great  danger  has  always  ap- 
peared from  this   tendency  upon  the  part  of  the 
General  Government,  and   the  small  disposition 
(which,  I  much  fear,  is  becoming  less  every  day) 
anywhere   manifested    to   guard  and    protect  the 
right.<!  of  the  States  against  it.     I  know  it  is  too 
customary  now  (and  I  am  sorry  it  is  so)  to  laugh 
at  these  fears  when  thus  expressed.     But  if  those 
who  first  detected   this  danger  had  suffered  them- 
selves  to    be    laughed  into   silence  and    security, 
our  country  would    not  have  stood    in  the  emi- 
nent position  which  she  now  occupies.     I  repeat, 
sir,  we  cannot  be  too  cautious — we  cannot  make 
efforts  too  strenuous  to  prevent  the  Federal,  the 
more   powerful.  Government  from    crushing  the 
weaker  ones.     It  is  as  if,  in   partnership  of  indi- 
viduals, the  "  firm"  should  be  permitted  to  infringe 
the  individual  rights  of  the  copartners,  or  as  if  a 
seventy-four  should  be  suffered  to  run  down  and 
swamp  her  own  boats.    Now, sir,  is  theie  anything 
in  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  cal- 
culated to  increase  this  dangerous  power  and   ten- 
dency upon  the  part  of  the  General  Government? 
Let  us  read  the  resolution  carefully,  and  mark  well 
the    phraseology  :    The    committee    "  shall    have 
charge  of  -^U  questions  touching  the  regulation  of 
trade   among  the    several    States  of  the  Union." 
Now,  sir,  I  will  admit,  that  if  it  be  the  intention  of 
this   House  to  carry  the  doctrine  of  internal  im- 
provements to  the  length   avowed    by  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Smith,]  (whose  position  I 
am  glad  to  learn,)  it  may  be  necessary  to  appoint 
such  a  committee.     But  as  I  am  unwilling  to  be- 
lieve that  the  people  of  the  United  States  will  ever 
sanction  this  construction  of  the  Constitution,  I 
can  see  no  necessity  for  such  a  committee  at  pres- 
ent.   I  repeat  that  I  am  glad  to  see  the  bold  ground 
assumed    by  the   gentleman  from  Indiana,    [Mr. 
Smith.]     He  is  of  opinion — if  I  did  not  misunder- 
stand   him — that   the    General   Government    has 
power  to  improve  any  river,  any  stream,  any  lake, 
or  any  harbor,  within  the  whole  area  of  this  Union. 
I  am  willing  to  trust  that  issue  to  the  people,  sir; 
and  never   will  I  believe,  that,  with    the  injustice 
which  the  proposition    bears  upon  its  very   face, 
and    which    was    so    forcibly   exhibited    by    the 
gentleman   from   South  Carolina,    [Mr.    Riiett,] 
they  will  sanction  so  monstrous  a  doctrine.      But 
I  was  particularly  struck  with  one  remark   of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Smith.]     He  said 
he  would  not  advocate  the  improving  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government  of  every  paltry  little   stream  or 
harbor  in  the  Union.     Sir,  I  suppose  we  should 
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thank  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  for  even  that 
admission.  But  who  made  him  a  judcre  of  the 
importance  or  paltriness  of  the  different  rivers  and 
harbors  in  this  country,  or  M'lio  is  to  constitute 
any  of  us  such  judges  ?  Is  the  size  of  the  river  to 
determine  the  constitutionality  of  the  act  of  im- 
provement? Who  sliall  say  which  of  the  rivers 
in  Virginia  is  most  important  to  that  State,  except 
the  people  of  Virginia  themselves?  Has  the  gen- 
tleman in  his  mind's  eye  only  the  great  rivers 
and  harborsof  the  West,  and  will  he  pay  no  atten- 
tion to  those  of  any  other  section  ?  It  is  these  very 
sectional  preferences  which  render  the  exercise  of 
the  powers  so  dangerous.  It  would  seem,  from 
the  admissions  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  that 
there  was,"  danger  in  the  tainted  gale,"  and  that 
the  apprehensions  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Rhett]  were  not  ill-grounded.  The 
object  of  the  resolution  seems  now  to  be  avowed 
to  be,  to  further  and  sustain  the  cause  of  internal 
improvements  by  the  General  Government.  But 
there  are  other  objections  to  the  resolution.  I  de- 
sire to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  particularly 
to  its  phraseology.  Jill  queslions  touching  the 
regulation  of  trade  among  the  several  States  of  the 
Union  are  to  be  given  it  in  charge.  Sir,  I  want 
no  such  committee  in  this  House.  When  this 
committee  shall  become  weary  with  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  amount  of  wheat  and  corn,  cotton  and 
tobacco,  &c.,  which  the  different  States  produce 
and  exchange  with  each  other,  I  ask,  if  we  have 
not  good  cause  to  apprehend  (judging  of  the  future 
by  tlie  past)  that  they  may  deem  it  ^' their  tZt'Jy" 
to  inquire  into  other  inatters  which  do  not  concern 
them,  and  which  had  better  be  let  alone?  It  re- 
quires no  gift  of  prophecy  to  foretell  that  there  is 
even  now  a.  black  cloud  lowering  upon  our  politi- 
cal horizon — I  hope  I  am  understood,  sir;  I  say  a 
black  cloud — which  is  soon  to  burst,  with  more 
wind  and  thunder  than  anything  else,  I  hope  and 
believe;  but  yet  with  wind  and  thunder  sufficient 
to  distract  this  body  and  disturb  the  peace  of  the 
country;  and  I  will  not  vote  for  any  committee 
which  may  "  deem  it  their  duty"  to  add  wind  and 
thunder  to  such  a  cloud. 

Mr.  WOODWARD  next  obtained  the  floor. 

[A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  his  Private  Secre- 
tary, James  Kvox  Walker,  Esq.] 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  appealed  to 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Wood- 
ward], to  yield  the  floor,  to  allow  the  message  to 
be  read,  as  he  understood  it  related  to  the  subject- 
matter  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  WOODWARD  complying  with  the  re- 
quest— 

VETO  OF  THE  RIVER  AND  HARBOR  BILL. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  as 
follows: 
To  the  House  of  Representatives: 

On  the  last  day  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  continuing 
certain  works  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  which  had  passed  both 
Houses,  was  presented  to  me  for  my  approval.  I 
entertained  insuperable  objections  to  its  becoming 
a  law;  but  the  short  period  of  the  session  which 
remained  afforded  me  no  sufficient  opportunity  to 
prepare  my  objections,  and  communicate  them, 
with  the  bill,  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 
which  it  originated.  For  this  reason,  the  bill  was 
retained;  and  I  deem  it  proper  now  to  state  my 
objections  to  it. 

Although,  from  the  title  of  the  bill,  it  would 
seein  that  its  main  object  was  to  make  provision 
for  continuing  certain  works  already  commenced 
in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  it  appears,  on  ex- 
amination of  im  provisions,  that  it  contains  only 
a  single  appropriation  of  six  thousand  dollars  to 
be  ap()licd  within  that  Territory,  while  it  appro- 
priates more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars  for  the 
improvement  of  numerous  harbors  and  rivers  lying 
within  the  limits  and  jurisdiction  of  several  of  the 
Stales  of  the  Union. 

At  the  i)rcceding  session  of  Congress,  it  became 
my  duty  to  return,  with  tny  objections,  to  the 
Hou.se  in  which  it  origmated,  a  bill  making  simi- 
lar appropriations,  and  involving  like  principles; 
and  the  views  then  expressed  remain  unchanged. 

The  circumstances  under  which  this  heavy  ex- 
penditure of  jiublic  money  was  proposed  were  of 
imposing  weight  in  determining  upon  itsexjiedien- 


cy.  Congress  had  recognized  the  existence  of  war 
with  Mexico,  and,  to  prosecuteit  to  "aspeedyand 
successful  termination,"  had  made  appropriations 
exceeding  our  ordinary  revenues.  To  meet  the 
emergency,  and  provide  for  the  expenses  of  the 
Government,  a  loan  of  twenty -three  millions  of  dol- 
lars was  authorized  at  the  same  session,  which  has 
since  been  negotiated.  The  practical  effect  of  this 
bill,  had  it  become  a  law,  would  have  been  to  add 
the  whole  amount  appropriated  by  it  to  the  national 
debt.  It  would,  in  fact,  have  made  necessary  an  ad- 
ditional loan  to  that  amount,  as  effectually  as  if  in 
terms  it  had  required  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  borrow  the  money  therein  appropriated.  The 
main  question  in  that  aspect  is,  whether  it  is  wise, 
while  all  the  means  and  credit  of  the  Government 
are  needed  to  bring  the  existing  war  to  an  honor- 
able close,  to  impair  the  one  and  endanger  the 
other,  by  borrowing  money  to  be  expended  in  a 
system  of  internal  improvements  capable  of  an  ex- 
pansion sufficient  to  swallow  up  the  revenues  not 
only  of  our  own  country,  but  of  the  civilized  world? 
It  is  to  be  apprehended  that,  by  entering  upon  such 
a  career  at  this  moment,  confidence,  at  home  and 
abroad,  in  the  wisdom  and  prudence  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, would  be  so  far  impaired  as  to  make  it 
difficult,  without  an  immediate  resort  to  heavy 
taxation,  to  mamtain  the  public  credit  and  to  pre- 
serve the  honor  of  the  nation  and  the  glory  of  our 
arms  in  prosecuting  the  existing  war  to  a  successful 
conclusion.  Had  this  bill  become  a  law,  it  is  easy  to 
foresee  that  largely  increased  demands  upon  the 
treasury  would  have  been  made  at  each  succeeding 
session  of  Congress,  for  the  improvement  of  numer- 
ous other  harbors,  bays,  inlets,  and  rivers,  of  equal 
importance  with  those  embraced  by  its  provisions. 
Many  millions  would  probably  have  been  added 
to  the  necessary  amount  of  the  war  debt,  the  annual 
interest  on  which  must  also  have  been  borrov/ed, 
and  finally  a  permanent  national  debt  been  fastened 
on  the  country  and  entailed  on  posterity. 

The  policy  of  embarking  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment in  a  general  system  of  internal  improvements 
had  its  origin  but  little  more  than  twenty  years 
ago.  In  a  very  few  years  the  applications  to  Con- 
gress for  appropriations  in  furtherance  of  such  ob- 
jects exceeded  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  ItT 
this  alarming  crisis.  President  Jackson  refused  to 
approve  and  sign  the  Maysville  road  bill,  the  Wa- 
bash river  bill,  and  other  bills  of  similar  character. 
His  interposition  put  a  check  upon  the  new  policy 
of  throwing  the  cost  of  local  improvements  upon 
the  national  treasury,  preserved  the  revenues  of 
the  nation  for  their  legitimate  objects,  by  which 
he  was  enabled  to  extinguish  the  then  existing 
public  debt,  and  to  present  to  an  admiring  world 
the  unprecedented  spectacle,  in  modern  times,  of  a 
nation  free  from  debt,  and  advancing  to  greatness 
with  unequalled  strides,  under  a  Government  which 
was  content  to  act  within  its  appropriate  sphere  in 
protecting  the  States  and  individuals  in  their  own 
chosen  career  of  improvement  and  of  enterprise. 
Although  the  bill  under  consideration  proposes  no 
appropriation  for  a  road  or  canal,  it  is  not  easy  to 
perceive  the  difference  in  principle  or  mischievous 
tendency  between  appropriations  for  making  roads 
and  digging  canals,  and  appropriations  to  deepen 
rivers  and  improve  harbors.  All  are  alike  within 
the  limits  and  jui:isdiction  of  the  States,  and  rivers 
and  harbors  alone  open  an  abyss  of  expenditure 
sufficient  to  swallow  up  the  wealth  of  the  nation, 
and  load  it  with  a  debt  which  may  fetter  its  ener- 
gies and  tax  its  industry  for  ages  to  come. 

The  experience  c)f  several  of  the  States,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  United  States,  during  the  period  that 
Congress  exercised  the  power  of  appropriating  the 
public  money  for  internal  improvements,  is  full  of 
eloquent  warnings.  It  seems  impossible,  in  the 
nature  of  the  subject,  as  connected  with  local  rep- 
resentation, that  the  several  objects  presehted  for 
improvement  shall  be  weighed  according  to  their 
respective  merits,  and  appropriations  confined  to 
those  whose  importance  would  justify  a  tax  on  the 
whole  community  to  effect  their  accomplishment. 

In  some  of  the  States,  systems  of  internal  im- 
provements have  been  projected,  consisting  of 
roads  and  canals,  many  of  which,  taken  separate- 
ly, were  not  of  sufficient  public  importance  to  justi- 
fy a  tax  on  the  entire  population  of  the  State  to 
effect  their  construction;  and  yet,  by  a  combina- 
tiT)n  of  local  interests,  operating  on  a  majority  of 
the  legislature,  the  whole  have  been  autiiorized, 
and  the  States  plunged  into  heavy  debts.  To  an 
extent  so  ruinous  has  this  system  of  legislation 


been  carried  in  some  portions  of  the  Union,  that 
the  people  have  found  it  necessary  to  their  own 
safety  and  prosperity  to  forbid  their  legislatures, 
by  constitutional  restrictions,  to  contract  public 
debts  for  such  purposes  without  their  immediate 
consent. 

If  the  abuse  of  power  has  been  so  fatal  in  the 
States  where  the  systems  of  taxation  are  direct, 
and  the  representatives  responsible  at  short  pe- 
riods to  small  masses  of  constituents,  how  much 
greater  danger  of  abuse  is  to  be  apprehended  in 
the  General  Government,  whose  revenues  are 
raised  by  indirect  taxation,  and  whose  function- 
aries are  responsible  to  the  people  in  larger  masses 
and  for  longer  terms? 

Regarding  only  objects  of  improvement  of  the 
nature  of  those  embraced  in  this  bill,  how  ine.x- 
haustible  we  shall  find  them.  Let  the  imagination 
run  along  our  coast,  from  the  river  St.  Croix  to 
the  Rio  Grande,  and  trace  every  river  emptying 
into  the  Atlantic  and  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  its  source; 
let  it  coast  along  our  lakes,  and  ascend  all  their 
tributaries;  let  it  pass  to  Oregon,  and  explore  all 
its  bays,  inlets,  and  streams;  and  then  let  it  raise 
the  curtain  of  the  future,  and  contemplate  the  ex- 
tent of  this  Republic,  and  the  objects  of  improve- 
ment it  will  embrace,  as  it  advances  to  its  high 
destiny,  and  the  mind  will  be  startled  at  the  im- 
mensity and  danger  of  the  power  which  the  prin- 
ciple of  this  bill  involves. 

Already  our  Confederacy  consists  of  twenty- 
nine  States.  Other  States  may  at  no  distant  period 
be  expected  to  be  formed  on  the  west  of  our  pres- 
ent settleinents.  We  own  an  extensive  country 
in  Oregon,  stretching  many  hundreds  of  mile's 
from  east  to  west,  and  seven  degrees  of  latitude 
from  south  to  north.  By  the  admission  of  Texas 
into  the  Union,  we  have  recently  added  many  hun- 
dreds of  miles  to  our  seacoast.  In  all  this  vast 
country,  bordering  on  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific, 
there  are  many  thousands  of  bays,  inlets,  and 
rivers,  equally  entitled  to  appropriations  for  their 
improvement  with  the  objects  embraced  in  this 
bill. 

We  have  seen  in  our  Slates  that  the  interests  of 
individuals  or  neighborhoods,  combining  against 
the  general  interest,  have  involved  their  govern- 
ments in  debts  and  bankruptcy;  and  when  the 
system  prevailed  in  the  General  Government,  and 
was  checked  by  President  Jackson,  it  had  begun 
to  be  considered  the  highest  merit  in  a  member  of 
Congress  to  be  able  to  procure  appropriations  of 
public  money  to  be  expended  within  his  dis- 
trict or  State,  whatever  might  be  the  object.  We 
should  be  blind  to  the  experience  of  the  past  if  we 
did  not  see  abundant  evidences  that,  if  this  system 
of  expenditure  is  to  be  indulged  in,  combinations 
of  individual  and  local  interests  will  be  found  strong 
enough  to  control  legislation,  absorb  the  revenues 
of  the  country,  and  plunge  the  Government  into  a 
hopeless  indebtedness. 

What  is  denominated  a  harbor  by  this  system 
does  not  necessarily  mean  a  bay,  inlet,  or  arm  of 
the  sea  on  the  ocean  or  on  our  lake  shores,  on  the 
margin  of  which  may  exist  a  commercial  city  or 
town  engaged  in  foreign  or  domestic  trade;  biit  is 
made  to  embrace  waters  where  there  is  not  only 
no  such  city  or  town,  but  no  commerce  of  any 
kind.  By  it  a  bay  or  sheet  of  shoal  water  is  called 
a  harbor,  and  appropriations  demanded  from  Con- 
gress to  deepen  it,  with  a  view  to  draw  commerce 
to  it,  or  to  enable  individuals  to  build  up  a  town 
or  city  on  its  margin,  upon  speculation,  and  for 
their  own  private  advantage. 

What  is  denominated  a  river,  which  may  be  im- 
proved, in  the  system,  is  equally  undefined  in  its 
meaning.  It  may  be  the  Mississippi,  or  it  may 
be  the  smallest  and  most  obscure  and  unimportant 
stream  bearing  the  name  of  river  which  is  to  be 
Ibund  in  any  State  in  the  Union. 

Such  a  system  is  subject,  moreover,  to  be  per- 
verted to  the  accomplishment  of  the  worst  of  poli- 
tical purposes.  During  the  few  years,  it  was  in 
full  operation,  and  which  immediately  preceded 
the  veto  of  President  Jackson  of  the  Maysville 
road  bill,  instances  were  numerous  of  public  men 
seeking  to  gain  jjopular  favor'by  holding  out  to 
the  people  interested  in  particular  localities  the 
promise  of  large  disbursements  of  public  money. 
Numerous  reconnoissances and  surveys  were  inado 
during  that  period  for  roads  and  canals  through 
many  parts  of  the  Union,  and  the  people  in  the 
vicinity  ot'  each  were  led  to  believe  that  their  prop 
erty  would  be  enhanced  in  value,  and  they  them- 
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selves  be  enriched  by  the  large  expenditures  which 
they  were  promised  by  the  advocates  of  the  sys- 
tem should  be  made  from  the  Federal  treasury  in 
their  neighborhood.  Whole  sections  of  the  coun- 
try were  thus  sought  to  be  influenced,  and  the 
system  was  fast  becoming  one  not  only  of  profuse 
and  wasteful  expenditure,  but  a  potent  political 
engine. 

If  the  power  to  improve  a  harbor  be  admitted, 
it  is  not  easy  to  perceive  how  the  power  to  deepen 
every  inlet  on  the  ocean  or  the  lakes,  and  make 
harbors  where  there  are  none,  can  be  denied.  If 
the  power  to  clear  out  or  deepen  the  channel  of 
rivers  near  their  mouths  be  admitted,  it  is  not  easy 
to  perceive  how  the  power  to  improve  them  to 
their  fountain  head,  and  make  them  navigable  to 
their  sources,  can  be  denied.  Where  shall  the 
exercise  of  the  jiower,  if  it  be  assumed,  stop?  Has 
Congress  the  power,  when  an  inlet  is  deep  enough 
to  admit  a  schooner,  to  deepen  it  still  more  so,  that 
it  will  admit  ships  of  heavy  burden.'  and  has  it 
not  the  power,  when  an  inlet  will  admit  a  boat,  to 
make  it  deep  enough  fo  admit  a  schooner.'  May 
it  improve  rivers  deep  enough  already  to  float  ships 
and  steamboats.'  and  has  it  no  power  to  improve 
those  which  are  navigable  only  for  flat-boats  and 
barges.'  May  the  General  Government  exercise 
powei:.and  jurisdiction  over  the  soil  of  a  Stale  con- 
sisting of  rocks  and  sand-bars  in  the  beds  of  its 
rivers?  and  may  it  not  excavate  a  canal  around  its 
waterfalls  or  across  its  lands  for  precisely  the  same 
object? 

Giving  to  the  subject  the  most  serious  and  can- 
did consideration  of  which  my  mind  is  capable,  1 
cannot  perceive  any  intermediate  grounds.  The 
power  to  improve  harbors  and  rivers  for  purposes 
of  navigation,  by  deepening  or  clearing  out,  by 
dams  and  sluices,  by  locking  or  canalUng,  must 
be  admitted  without  any  other  limitation  than  the 
discretion  of  Congress,  or  it  must  be  denied  alto- 
gether. If  it  be  admitted,  how  broad  and  how 
susceptible  of  enormous  abuses  is  the  power  thus 
vested  in  y^e  General  Government!  There  is  not 
an  inlet  of  the  pcean  or  the  lakes,  not  a  river, 
creek,  or  streamlet  within  the  States,  which  is  not 
brought  for  this  purpose  within  the  power  and  ju- 
risdiction of  the  General  Government. 

Speculation,  disguised  under  the  cloak  of  pub- 
lic good,  will  call  on  Congress  to  deepen  shallow 
inlets,  that  it  may  build  up  new  cities  on  their 
shores,  or  to  make  streams  navigable  which  Na- 
ture has  closed  by  bars  and  rapids,  that  it  may 
sell  at  a  profit  its  lands  upon  their  banks.  To  en- 
rich neighborhoods  by  spending  within  it  the 
moneys  of  the  nation  will  be  the  aim  and  boast  of 
those  who  prize  their  local  interests  above  the 
good  of  the  nation,  and  millions  upon  millions 
will  be  abstracted  by  tariflfs  and  taxes  from  the 
earnings  of  the  whole  people  to  Coster  speculation 
and  subserve  the  objects  of  private  ambition. 

Such  a  system  could  not  be  administered  with 
any  approach  to  equality  among  the  several  States 
and  sections  of  tiie  Union.  There  is  no  equality 
among  them  in  the  objects  of  expenditure,  and,  if 
the  funds  were  distributed  according  to  the  merits 
of  those  objects,  some  would  be  enriched  at  the 
expense  of  their  neighbors.  But  a  greater  practi- 
cal evil  would  be  found  in  the  art  and  industry  by 
which  appropriations  would  be  sought  and  ob- 
tained. The  most  artful  and  industrious  would 
be  the  most  successful;  the  true  interests  of  the 
country  would  be  lost  sight  of  in  an  annual  scram- 
ble for  the  contents  of  the  treasury;  and  the  mem- 
ber of  Congress"\vho  could  procure  the  largest  ap- 
propriations to  be  expended  in  his  district  would 
claim  the  reward  of  victory  from  his  enriched 
constituents.  The  necessary  consequence  would 
be,  sectional  discontents  and  heartburnings,  in- 
creased taxation,  and  a  national  debt,  never  to  be 
extinguished. 

In  view  of  these  portentous  consequences,  I  carv- 
not  but  think  that  this  course  of  legislation  should 
be  arrested,  even  were  there  nothing  to  forbid  it  in 
the  fundamental  laws  of  our  Union.  This  conclu- 
sion is  fortified  by  the  fact,  that  the  Constitution 
itself  indicates  a  process  by  which  harbors  and  riv- 
ers within  the  States  may  be  improved — a  process 
not  susceptible  of  the  abuses  necessarily  to  flow 
from  the  assumption  of  the  power  to  improve  them 
by  the  General  Government;  just  in  its  operation, 
and  actually  practised  upon,  without  complaint  or 
interruption,  during  more  tlian  thirty  years  from 
the  organization  of  the  present  Government. 
Tiie  Constitution  provides  that  "  no  Stale  shall, 


without  the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any  duty  of 
tonnage. "  With  the  "  consent"  of  Congress,  such 
duties  may  be.  levied,  collected,  and  expended  by 
the  States.  We  are  not  left  in  the  dark  as  to 
the  objects  of  this  reservation  of  power  to  the 
States.  The  subject  was  fully  considered  by  the 
convention  thalf  framed  the  Constitution.  It  ap- 
pears, in  Mr.  Madison's  report  of  the  proceedings 
of  that  body,  that  one  object  of  the  reservation  was, 
that  the  States  should  not  be  restrained  from  lay- 
ing duties  of  tonnage  for  the  purpose  of  clearing 
harbors.  Other  objects  were  named  in  the  debates, 
and  among  them  the  support  of  seamen.  Mr. 
Madison,  treating  oh  this  subject  in  the  Federalist, 
declares  that — 

"  The  restiaint  on  the  power  of  the  States  over  imports 
and  exports  is  ciit'orced  by  all  the  arguments  which  prove 
tlie  necessity  of  submitting  the  regulation  of  trade  to  the 
Federal  Councils.  It  is  needless,  theielore,  to  remark  fur- 
ther on  this  head,  than  that  the  manner  in  vvliich  the  re- 
straint is  qualified  seems  well  cakulated  at  once  to  secure 
to  the  States  a  reasonable  discretion  in  providing  for  the 
conveniency  ofthcirimportsand  exports,  and  to  the  United 
States  a  reasonable  check  against  the  abuse  of  this  discre- 
tion." 

The  States  may  lay  tonnage  duties  for  clearing 
harbors,  improving  rivers,  or  for  other  purposes; 
but  are  restrained  from  abusing  the  power,  because, 
before  such  duties  can  take  efifect,  the  "  consent" 
of  Congress  must  be  obtained.  Here  is  a  safe 
provision  for  the  improvement  of  harbors  and 
rivers  in  the  reserved  powers  of  the  States,  and  in 
the  aid  they  may  derive  from  duties  of  tonnage 
levied  with  the  consent  of  Congress.  Its  safe- 
guards are,  that  both  the  State  Legislatures  and 
Congress  have  to  concur  in  the  act  of  raising  the 
funds;  that  they  are,  in  every  instance,  to  be  levied 
upon  the  commerce  of  those  ports  which  are  to 
profit  by  the  proposed  improvement;  that  no  ques- 
tion of  conflicting  power  or  jurisdiction  is  involved; 
that  the  expenditure  being  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  are  to  pay  the  money  and  be  immediately 
benefited,  will  be  more  carefully  managed  and 
more  productive  of  good  than  if  the  funds  were 
drawn  from  the  national  treasury  and  disbursed 
by  the  oflicers  of  the  General  Government;  that 
such  a  system  will  carry  with  it  no  enlargement  of 
Federal  power  and  patronage,  and  leave  the  States 
to  be  the  sole  judges  of  their  own  wants  and  in- 
terests, with  only  a  conservative  negative  in  Con- 
gress upon  any  abuse  of  the  power  which  the 
States  may  alteiTipt. 

Under  this  wise  system,  the  improvement  of 
harbors  and  rivers  was  commenced,  or  rather  con- 
tinued, from  the  organization  of  the  Government 
under  the  present  Constitution.  Many  acts  were 
passed  by  the  several  States  levying  duties  of  ton- 
nage, and  many  were  passed  by  Congress  giving 
their  consent  to  those  acts.  Such  acts  have  been 
passed  by  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  and  Georgia,  and  have  been  sanctioned 
by  the  consent  of  Congress.  Without  enumera- 
ting them  all,  it  may  be  instructive  to  refer  to  some 
of  them,  as  illustrative  of  the  mode  of  improving 
harbors  and  rivers  in  the  early  periods  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, as  to  the  constitutionality  of  which  there 
can  be  no  doubt. 

In  January,  1790,  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
passed  a  law  levying  a  tonnage  duty  on  vessels 
arriving  in  the  port  of  Providence,  "  for  the  pur- 
pose of  clearing  and  deepening  the  channel  of 
Providence  river,  and  making  the  same  more  navi- 
gable." 

On  the  2d  of  February,  1798,  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts passed  a  law  levying  a  tgnnage  duty  on 
all  vessels,  whether  employed  in  the  foreign  or 
coasting  trade,  which  might  enter  into  the  Kenne- 
bunk  river,  for  the  improvement  of  the  same,  by 
"  rendering  the  passage  in  and  out  of  said  river 
less  difficult  and  dangerous." 

On  the  1st  of  April,  1805,  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania passed  a  law  levying  a  tonnage  duty  on  ves- 
sels, "  to  remove  the  obstructions  to  the  navigation 
of  the  river  Delaware,  below  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia." 

On  the  23d  of  January,  1804,  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia passed  a  law  levying  a  tonnage  duty  on 
vessels,  "  for  improving  the  navigation  of  James 
river." 

On  the  22d  of  February,  1826,  the  State  of  Vir- 
ninia  passed  a  law  levying  a  tonnage  duty  on  ves- 
sels, for  "  improving  tlie  navigation  of  James  river, 
from  Warwick  to  Rockett's  Landing." 

On  the  8th  of  December,  1824,  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia passed  a  law  4evying  a  tonnage  duty  on  ves- 


sels, for  '*  improving  the  navigation  of  AppomatoX 
river,  from  Pocahontas  bridge  to  Broadway." 

In  November,  1821,  the  State  of  North  Carolina 
passed  a  law  levying  a  tonnage  duty  on  vessels, 
"  for  the  purpose  of  opening  an  inlet  at  the  lower 
end  of  Albemarle  Sound,  near  a  place  called  Nag's 
Head,  and  improving  the  navigation  of  said  Sound, 
with  its  branches;"  and  in  November,  1828,  an 
amendatory  law  was  passed. 

On  the  21st  of  December,  1804,  the  State  of  South 
Carolina  passed  a  law  levying  a  tonnage  duty,  for 
the  purpose  of  "  building  a  marine  hospital  in  the 
vicinity  of  Charleston;"  and  on  the  17th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1816,  another  law  was  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  that  State  for  the  "maintenance  of  a  marine 
hospital." 

On  the  10th  of  February,  1787,  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia passed  a  law  levying  a  tonnage  duty  on  all  ves- 
sels entering  into  the  port  of  Savannah,  for  the 
purpose  of  "  clearing "  the  Savannah  river  of 
"wrecks  and  other  obstructions"  to  the  navigation. 

On  the  12th  of  December,  1804,  the  State  of 
Georgia  passed  a  law  levying  a  tonnage  duty  on 
vessels,  "to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  fees 
of  the  harbor-master  and  health  officer  of  the  ports 
of  Savannah  and  St.  Mary's." 

In  April,  178.3,  the  State  of  Maryland  passed  a 
law  laying  a  tonnage  duty  on  vessels,  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  "  basin"  and  "  harbor"  of  Balti- 
more and  the  "river  Patapsco." 

On  the  26th  of  December,  1791,  the  State  of 
Maryland  passed  a  law  levying  a  tonnage  duty  on 
vessels,  for  the  improvement  of  the  "harbor  and 
port  of  Baltimore." 

On  the  28th  of  December,  1793,  the  State  of 
Maryland  passed  a  law  authorizing  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  health  officer  for  the  port  of  Baltimore, 
and  laying  a  tonnage  duty  on  vessels  to  defray  the 
expenses. 

Congress  have  passed  many  acts  giving  its  "  con- 
sent" to  these  and  other  State  laws,  the  first  of 
which  is  dated  in  1790,  and  the  last  in  1843.  By  the 
latter  act,  the  "  consent"  of  Congress  was  given  to 
the  law  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
laying  a  tonnage  duty  on  vessels  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  harbor  of  Baltimore,  and  continuing  it 
in  force  until  the  1st  day  of  June,  1850.  I  trans- 
mit herewith  copies  of  such  of  the  acts  of  the  Le- 
gislatures of  the  States  on  the  subject,  and  also  the 
acts  of  Congress  giving  its  "  consent"  thereto,  as 
have  been  collated. 

That  the  power  was  constitutionally  and  right- 
fully exercised  in  these  cases  does  not  admit  of  a 
doubt. 

The  injustice  and  inequality  resulting  from  con- 
ceding the  power  to  both  Governments,  is  illustra- 
ted by  several  of  the  acts  enumerated.  Take  that 
for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Baltimore. 
That  improvement  is  paid  for  exclusively  by  a 
tax  on  the  commerce  of  that  city;  but  if  an  appro- 
priation be  made  from  the  national  treasury  for 
the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Boston,  it  must 
be  paid  in  part  out  of  taxes  levied  on  the  commerce 
of  Baltimore.  The  result  is,  that  the  commerce  of 
Baltimore  pays  the  full  cost  of  the  harbor  improve- 
ment designed  for  its  own  benefit,  and,  in  addition, 
conti^ibutes  to  the  cost  of  all  other  harbor  and  river 
improvements  in  the  Union.  The  facts  need  but 
be  stated  to  prove  the  inequality  and  injustice 
which  cannot  but  flow  from  the  practice  embodied 
in  this  bill.  Either  the  subject  should  be  left  as  it 
was  during  the  first  third  of  a  century,  or  the  pracr 
tice  of  levying  tonnage  duties  by  the  States  should 
be  abandoneu  altogether,  and  all  harbor  and  river 
improvements  made  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  and  by  means  of  direct  appropri- 
ations. Ill  view  not  only  of  the  constitutional 
difficulty,  but  as  a  question  of  policy,  I  am  clearly 
of  opinion  that  the  whole  subject  should  be  left  to 
the  States,  aided  by  such  tonnage  duties  on  ves- 
sels navigating  their  waters  as  their  respective  Le- 
gislatures may  think  proper  to  propose,  and  Con- 
gress see  fit  to  sanction.  This  "  consent"  of  Con- 
gress would  never  be  refused  in  any  case  where 
the  duty  proposed  to  be  levied  by  the  State  was 
reasonable,  and  where  the  object  of  ini|irovenient 
was  one  of  importance.  The  funds  required  for 
the  improvement  of  harbors  and  rivers  may  be 
rai.sed  in  this  mode,  as  was  done  in  the  earlier  pe- 
riods of  the  Government,  and  thus  avoid  a  resort 
to  a  strained  construction  of  the  Constitution,  not 
warranted  by  its  letter.  If  direct  appropriations 
be  made  of  the  money  in  the  Federal  treasury  for 
such  purposes,  tlm  expenditures  will  be  unequal 
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and  unjust.  The  money  in  the  Federal  treasury 
is  paid  hy  a  tax  on  ilie  whole  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  if  applied  to  the  purposes  of  improving 
harbors  and  rivers,  it  will  be  partially  distributed, 
and  be  expended  for  the  advantage  of  particular 
States,  sections,  or  localities,  at  the  expense  of 
others. 

By  returning  to  the  early  and  approved  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution,  and  to  the  practice 
under  it,  this  inequality  and  injustice  will  be 
avoided,  and,  at  the  same  time,  all  the  really  im- 
portant improvements  be  made,  and,  as  our  expe- 
rience has  proved,  be  better  made,  and  at  less  cost, 
than  they  would  be  by  the  agency  of  officers  of 
the  United  States.  The  interests  benefited  by 
these  improvements,  too,  would  bear  the  cost  of 
making  them,  upon  the  same  principle  that  the 
expenses  of  the  Post  OtTice  establishment  have 
always  been  del'raycd  by  those  who  derive  benefits 
from  it.  The  power  of  appropriating  money  from 
the  treasury  forsuch  improvements  was  not  claimed 
or  e.xerciscd  for  more  than  thirty  years  after  the 
oro-anization  of  the  Government  in  1789,  when  a 
mijre  latitudinous  construction  was  indicated, 
though  it  was  not  broadly  asserted  and  exercised 
until  1825.  Small  appropriations  were  first  made 
in  182U  and  1821  for  surveys.  An  act  was  made 
on  tlie  3d  of  March,  1823,  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  cause  an  "  examination  and  survey  to  be 
'  made  of  the  obstructions  between  the  harbor  of 
'  Gloucester  and  the  harbor  of  Squain,  in  the  State 
'  of  Massachusetts,"  and  of  "  tiie  entrance  of  the 
'  harbor  of  the  port  of  Presque  Isle,  in  Pennsyl- 
'  vania,"  with  a  view  to  their  removal,  and  a  small 
appropriation  was  made  to  pay  the  necessary  ex- 
penses. This  appears  to  have  been  the  commence- 
ment of  harbor  improvements  by  Congress,  thirty- 
four  years  after  the  Government  went  into  opera- 
tion under  the  present  Constitution.  On  the  30ih 
of  April,  1824,  an  act  was  passed  making  an  ap- 
propriation of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  direct- 
ing "  surveys  and  estimates  to  be  made  of  the 
routes  of  such  roads  and  canals"  as  the  President 
"  may  deem  of  national  importance,  in  a  commer- 
cial or  military  point  of  view,  or  necessary  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mails."  This  act  evidently 
looked  to  the  adoption  of  a  general  system  of 
internal  improvements,  to  embrace  roads  and  ca- 
nals as  well  as  harbors  and  rivers.  On  the  26th 
May,  1824,  an  act  was  passed  making  appropria- 
tions for  "deepening  the  channel  leading  into  the 
'  harbor  of  Presque  Isle,  in  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
'  vania,"  and  to  "  repair  Plymouth  Beach,  in  the 
'Slate  of  Massachusetts,  and  thereby  prevent  the 
'  harbor  at  that  place  from  being  destroyed." 

President  Mom-oe  yielded  his  approval  to  these 
measures,  though  he  entertained,  and  had,  in  a 
message  to  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
4ih  of  May,  1822,  expressed,  the  opinion  that  the 
Constitution  had  not  conferred  upon  Congress  the 
power  to  "  adopt  and  execute  a  system  of  internal 
improvements."  lie  placed  his  approval  upon 
the  ground,  not  that  Congress  |)ossessed  the  power 
to  "  adopt  and  execute"  such  a  system  by  virtue 
rif  any  or  all  of  the  enumerated  grants  of  power 
in  the  Constitution,  but  upon  the  assumption  that 
the  ()ower  to  make  appropriations  of  the  public 
money  was  limited  antl  restrained  only  by  the  dis- 
cretion of  Congress.  In  coming  to  this  conclusion, 
he  avowed  that,  "  in  the  more  early  stage  of  the 
Government,''  he  had  entertained  a  diflerent  opin- 
ion. He  avowed  that  his  first  opinion  had  been, 
th;it,  "  as  the  National  Government  is  a  Govern- 
'  ment  of  limited  powers,  it  has  no  right  to  expend 
'  money  except  in  the  performance  of  act.s  autho- 
'  rizcd  by  the  other  specific  grants,  according  to  a 
'  strict  construction  of  iheir  powers;"  and  that  the 
power  to  make  appropriations  gave  to  Congress  no 
discretionary  autiiority  to  apply  the  public  money  to 
any  other  [jurposes  or  objects  except  to  "carry 
into  effect  the  powens  contained  in  the  othergrants. " 
These  sound  views,  which  Mr.  Monroe  entertain- 
ed "  in  the  early  stage  of  the  Government,"  he 
gave  up  in  1822,  and  declared  that — 

"The  rielil  "I  approiiriiitioii  is  nothing  mnr«  than  a  right 
to  up|ily  the  pulilic'  nioiicy  tu  tliis  ur  tliat  pin  |K)su.  It  \\BH  nu 
incidental  power,  nor  doe-i  it  diaw  after  it  any  con8er|Ui;ncrs 
ol  Hint  kind.  Atl  tliat  Ojiigrcss  could  do  iindor  it^  in  the 
caK>-  of  internal  inipruvt^iiii-nts,  would  he  to  appropriate  the 
nioni-y  ni-fusHary  lo  make  Ihein.  For  any  iic-t  requiring 
Icgislatlv.:  xanotloii  or  Huppnrl,  tlio  State  authority  niU!<t  he 
rcliid  on.  The  condcrnnntlun  of  the  land,  if  tlie  propri- 
etors should  refuMi;  to  acll  it,  the  cstablinhiiiciit  of  turnpikes 
and  tolU.niid  tin-  protcclion  of  tlie  work  when  tiiiished,  must 
be  dune  by  the  State.  To  these  purponci  the  powers  of  the 
Oanarai  Oovummentars  bslievtid  to  bcuiterly  incompetsnt." 


But  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  on  what  prin- 
ciple the  power  of  appropriating  public  money 
when  in  the  treasury  can  be  construed  to  extend 
to  objects  for  which  the  Constitution  does  not  au- 
thorize Congress  to  levy  taxes  or  imposts  to  raise 
monej'.  The  power  of  appropriation  is  but  the 
consequence  of  the  power  to  raisemnqney;  and  the 
true  inquiry  is,  whether  Congress  has  the  right  to 
levy  taxes  for  the  object  over  which  power  is 
claimed. 

During  the  four  succeeding  years  embraced  by 
the  administration  of  President  Adams,  the  power 
not  only  lo  appropriate  money,  but  to  apply  it, 
under  the  direction  and  authority  of  the  General 
Government,  as  well  to  the  construction  of  roads 
as  lo  the  imfirovement  of  harbors  and  rivers,  was 
fully  asserted  and  exercised. 

Among  other  acts  assuming  the  power,  was  one 
passed  on  the  twentieth  of  May,  1826,  entitled 
"  An  act  for  improving  certain  harbors  and  the 
'  navigation  of  certain  rivers  and  creeks,  and  for 
'  authorizing  surveys  to  be  made  of  certain  bays, 
'  sounds,  and  rivers  therein  mentioned."  By  that 
act,  large  appropriations  were  made,  which  were 
to  be  "applied,  under  the  direction  of  the  Presi-  j 
dent  of  the  United  States,"  to  numerous  improve-  | 
ments  in  ten  of  the  States.  This  act,  passed 
thirty-seven  years  after  the  organization  of  the 
present  Government,  contained  the  first  appropri- 
ation ever  made  for  the  improvement  of  a  navi- 
gable river,  unless  it  be  small  appropriations  for 
examinations  and  surveys  in  .1820.  During  the 
residue  of  that  administration,  many  other  ap- 
propriations of  a  similar  character  were  made, 
embracing  roads,  rivers,  harbors,  and  canals,  and 
objects  claiming  the  aid  of  Congress  multiplied 
without  number. 

This  was  the  first  breach  effected  in  the  barrier 
which  the  univeral  opinion  of  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  had  for  more  than  thirty  years  thrown 
in  the  way  of  the  assumption  of  this  power  by 
Congress.  The  general  mind  of  Congress  and  the 
country  did  not  appreciate  the  distinction  taken  by 
President  Monroe  between  the  right  to  appropriate 
money  for  an  object  and  the  right  to  apply  and  ex- 
pend It  without  the  embarrassment  and  delay  of 
applications  to  the  State  governments.  Probably  no 
instance  occurred  in  which  such  an  application  was 
made,  and  ths  flood-gales  being  thus  hoisted,  the 
principle  laid  down  by  him  was  disregarded,  and 
applications  for  aid  from  the  treasury,  virtually 
to  make  harbors  as  well  as  improve  them,  clear  out 
rivers,  cut  canals,  and  construct  roads,  poured  into 
Congress  in  torrents,  until  arrested  by  the  veto  of 
President  Jackson.  Plis  veto  of  the  Maysville 
road  bill  was  followed  up  by  his  refusal  to  sign 
the  "Act  making  appropriations  for  building  light- 
houses, lightboats,  beacons,  and  monuments,  pla- 
cing buoys,  improving  harbors,  and  directing 
surveys;"  "  An  act  authorizing  subscription  for 
stock  in  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  Com- 
pany;" "An  act  for  the  improvement  of  certain 
liarbors  and  the  navigation  of  certain  rivers;"  and 
fiinally,  "An  act  to  impose  the  navigation  of  the 
Wabash  river."  In  his  objections  to  the  act  last 
named  he  says: 

"  The  doBire  to  embark  the  Federal  Government  in  works 
of  internal  improvement  prevailed,  in  the  lii»h(;st  degree, 
durlnj!  the  first  session  of  the  first  Congress  that  I  had  the 
honor  to  meet  in  my  present  situation.  When  the  bill  au- 
thoiizing  a  suh-cription  on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates  for 
stock  in  the  Maysville  and  Lexington  Turnpike  Company 
passed  the  two  llnusi's,  there  had  been  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittees on  IiitiM'nal  Improvemeiits  bills  conlaininu  appro- 
lirialions  for  such  olijecls,  exclusive  of  those  for  tlie  Cum- 
berland road,  and  for  liarbors  and  light-houses,  to  the 
amount  of  about  one  hundred  and  six  millions  of  dollars. 
in  this  amount  was  included  authority  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  subscribe  for  the  stock  of  difi'erent  compa- 
nie.i  to  a  great  extent,  and  tlie  residue  was  principally  for 
the  direct  construction  of  roads  by  this  Government.  In 
addition  to  these  projects,  which  have  been  presented  to 
the  two  Houses  under  the  sanction  and  recnmincndation  of 
their  respective  Committees  on  Internal  Improvements, 
there  were  then  still  pending  before  the  committees,  and  in 
memorials  to  Congre.ss,  presented  but  not  referred,  diflerent 
projects  for  works  of  a  similar  character,  the  expense  of 
which  cannot  be  estimated  with  certainty,  but  must  have 
exceeded  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars." 

Thus,  within  the  brief  period  of  less  than  ten 
years  after  the  commencement  of  internal  improve- 
ments by  the  General  Government,  the  sum  asked 
for  from  the  treasury  for  various  projects  amount- 
ed to  more  than  two  hundred  tnillions  of  dollars. 
President  Jackson's  powerful  and  disinterested  ap- 
peals to  lii.s  country  appear  to  have  put  down  for- 
ever the  a3sum|)tiun  of  power  to  make  roads  and  cut 
canaU,  and   lo  liavo  cliecked  ihe  prevalent  dispo- 


sition to  bring  all  rivers  in  any  degree  navigable 
within  the"  control  of  the  General  Government. 
But  an  immense  field  for  expending  the  public 
money  and  increasing  the  power  and  patronage  of 
this  Government  was  left  open  in  the  concession  of 
even  a  limited  power  of  Congress  to  improve  har- 
bors and  rivers — a  field  which  millions  will  not 
fertilize  to  the  satisfaction  of  those  local  and  specu- 
lating interests  by  which  these  projects  are  in  gen- 
eral gotten  up.  There  cannot  be  a  just  and  equal 
distribution  of  public  burdens  and  benefits  under 
such  a  system,  nor  can  the  States  be  relieved  from 
the  danger  of  fatal  encroachment,  nor  the  United 
States  from  the  equal  danger  of  consolidation, 
otherv.^ise  than  by  an  arrest  of  the  system,  and  a 
return  to  the  doctrines  and  practices  which  pre- 
vailed during  the  first  thirty  years  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

How  forcibly  does  the  history  of  this  subject 
illustrate  the  tendency  of  power  to  concentration 
in  the  hands  of  the  General  Government.  The 
power  to  improve  their  own  harbors  and  rivers 
was  clearly  reserved  to  the  States,  who  were  to  be 
aided  by  tonnage  duties  levied  and  collected  by 
themselves,  with  the  consent  of  Congress.  For 
thirty-four  years  improvements  were  carried  on 
under  that  system,  and  so  careful  was  Congress 
not  to  interfere,  under  any  implied  power,  with 
the  soil  or  jurisdiction  of  the  States,  that  they  did 
not  even  assume  the  power  to  erect  light-houses  or 
build  piers  without  first  purchasing  the  ground,  with 
the  consent  of  the  States,  and  obtaining  jurisdiction 
over  it.  At  length,  after  the  lapse  of  thirty-three 
years,  an  act  is  passed  providing  for  the  e.xamina- 
tion  of  certain  obstructions  at  the  mouth  of  one  or 
two  harbors  almost  unknown.  It  is  followed  by 
acts  making  small  appropriations  for  the  removal 
of  those  obstructions.  The  obstacles  interposed 
by  President  Monroe,  after  conceding  the  power 
to  appropriate,  were  soon  swept  away.  Congress 
virtually  assumed  jurisdiction  of  the  soil  and 
waters  of  the  States,  without  their  consent,  for  the 
purposes  of  internal  improvement;  and  the  eyes  of 
eager  millions  were  turned  from  the  Stafte  Govern- 
ments to  Congress  as  the  fountain  whose  golden 
streams  were  to  deepen  their  harbors  and  rivers, 
level  their  mountains,  and  fill  their  valleys  with 
canals.  To  what  consequence.^  this  assumption 
of  power  was  rapidly  leading,  is  shown  by  the  veto 
messages  of  President  Jackson;  and  to  what  end 
it  is  again  tending,  is  witnessed  by  the  provisions 
of  this  bill,  and  bills  of  similar  character. 

In  the  proceedings  and  debates  of  the  General 
Convention  which  formed  the  Constitution,  and  of 
the  State  Conventions  which  adopted  it,  nothing 
is  found  to  countenance  the  idea  that  the  one  in- 
tended to  propose,  or  the  others  to  concede,  such 
a  grant  of  power  to  the  General  Government  as  the 
building  up  and  maintaining  of  a  system  of  inter- 
nal improvements  within  the  States  necessarily 
implies.  Whatever  the  General  Government  may 
constitutionally  create,  it  may  lawfully  protect. 
If  it  may  make  a  road  upon  the  soil  of  the  Stales, 
it  may  protect  it  from  destruction  or  injury  by- 
penal  laws.  So  of  canals,  rivers,  and  harbors.  If 
it  may  put  a  dam  in  a  river,  it  may  protect  that  dam 
from  removal  or  injury,  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
laws,  authorities,  and  people  of  the  State  in  which 
it  is  situated.  If  it  may  deepen  a  harbor,  it  may, 
by  its  own  laws,  protect  its  agents  and  contractors 
from  being  driven  from  their  work,  even  by  the 
laws  and  authorities  of  the  State.  The  power  to 
make  a  road  or  canal,  or  to  dig  up  the  bottom  of  a 
harbor  or  river,  implies  a  right  in  the  soil  of  the 
Slate,  and  a  jurisdiction  over  it,  for  which  it  would 
be  impossible  to  find  any  warrant. 

The  States  were  particularly  jealous  of  conceding 
to  the  General  Government  any  right  of  jurisdic- 
tion over  their  soil,  and  in  the  Constitution  restrict- 
ed the  exclusive  legislation  of  Congress  to  such 
places  as  might  be  "  purchased  with  the  consent  of 
'  the  States  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  for  the  erec- 
'  lion  of  forts,  magazines,  dock-yards,  and  other 
'needful  buildings. ".That  the  United  States  should 
be  prohibited  from  purchasing  lands  within  the 
States,  without  their  consent,  even  for  the  most 
essential  purposes  of  national  defence,  while  left  at 
liberty  to  purchase  or  seize  them  for  roads,  canals, 
and  other  improvements  of  immeasurably  less  im- 
portance, is  not  to  be  conceived. 

A  proposition  was  made  in  the  Convention  to 
provide  for  tliB  appointment  of  a  "  Secretary  of 
Domestic  Aflaira,"  and  make  it  his  dutVi  among 
other  things,  "  to  attend  to  the  opening  of  roads 
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and  navigation,  and  the  facilitating' communcations 
through  tiie  United  States."  It  was  referred  to  a 
committee,  and  that  appears  to  liave  been  the  last 
of  it.  On  a  sub.sequenl  occasion,  a  proposition  was 
made  to  confer  on  Congress  the  power  to  "  pro- 
vide for  the  cutting  of  canals  when  deemed  neces- 
sary,'' which  was  rejected  by  the  strong  majority 
of  eight  States  to  three.  Among  the  reasons  given 
for  llie  rejection  of  thi.s  proposition,  it  was  urged 
that  "  the  expense  in  such  cases  will  fall  on  the 
United  States,  and  the  benefits  accrue  to  the  places 
where  the  canals  may  be  cut.'' 

During  the  consideration  of  this  proposition,  a 
motion  was  made  to  enlarge  the  proposed  power 
"  for  cutting  canals"  into  a  power  "  to  grant  char- 
Vters  of  incorporation,  when  the  interest  of  the  Uni- 
'  ted  States  might  require,  and  the  legislative  provi- 
'  sions  of  the  individual  States  may  be  incompetent;" 
and  the  reason  assigned  by  Mr.  Madision  for  the 
proposed  enlargement  of  the  power  was,  that  it 
woulc^  "secure  an  easy  communication  between 
■•  the  States  which  the  free  intercourse  now  (.o  be 
'  opened  seemed  to  call  for.     The  political  obsta- 

*  cles  being  removed,  a  removal  of  the  natural  ones, 
'  as  far  as  possible,  ought  to  follow." 

The  original  proposition  and  all  the  amendments 
were  rejected,  after  deliberate  discussion,  not  on  the 
ground,  as  so  much  of  that  discussion  as  has  been 
preserved  indicates,  that  no  direct  grant  was  neces- 
sary, but  because  it  was  deemed  inexpedient  to 
grant  it  at  all.  When  it  is  considered  that  some 
of  the  members  of  the  Convention,  who  afterwards 
participated  in  the  organization  and  administration 
of  the  Government,  advocated  and  practised  upon 
a  very  liberal  construction  of  the  Constitution, 
graspnig  at  many  high  powers  as  implied  in  its  va- 
rious provisions,  not  one  of  them,  it  is  believed,  at 
that  day  claimed  the  power  to  make  roads  and  ca- 
nals, or  improve  rivers  and  harbors,  or  appropri- 
ate money  for  that  purpose.  Among  our  early 
■statesmen  of  the  strict  construction  class,  the  opin- 
ion was  universal,  when  the  subject  was  first 
broached,  that  Congress  did  not  possess  the  power, 
although  some  of  them  thought  it  desirable. 

President  Jefferson,  in  his  message  to  Congress 
in  1806,  recommended  an  amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution, with  a  view  to  apply  an  anticipated  sur- 
plus in  the  treasury  "  to  the  great  purposes  of 
'  the  public  education,  roads,  rivers,   canals,  and 

*  such  other  objects  of  public  improvements  as  it 

*  may  be  thought  proper  to  add  to  the  constitution- 

*  al  enumeration  of  the  Federal  powers;"  and  he 
adds:  "  I  suppose  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
'  tion,  by  consent  of  the  States,  necessary,  because 

*  the  objects  now  recommended  arenotaniong  those 
'  enumerated  in  the  Constitution,  and  to  which  it 

*  permits  the  public  moneys  to  be  applied."  In 
1825,  he  repeated,  in  his  published  letters,  the 
opinion  that  no  such  power  has  been  confereed 
upon  Congress. 

President  Madison,  in  a  message  to  the  Hou.se 
of  Representatives  of  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  as- 
/fiigning  his  objections  to  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to 
'fiet  apart  and  pledge  certain  funds  for  internal  im- 
provements," declares,  that  "  the  power  to  regulate 
'  commerce  among  the  several  States  cannot  include 

*  a  power  to  construct  roads  and  canals,  and  to  jjji- 
^ prove  the  navigation  of  iv aler-courses,  in  order  to 
'  facilitate,  promote,  and  secure  such  commerce, 
■"  without  a  latitude  of  construction  departing  from 
'  the  ordinary  import  of  the  terms,  strengthened  by 

*  the  known  inconveniences  which  doubtless  led 
« to  the  grant  of  this  remedial  power  to  Congress. " 

President  Monroe,  in  a  message  to  the ''House 
of  Repre-sentatives  of  the  4th  of  May,  1822,  con- 
taining his  objections  to  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  for 
the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland 
road,"  declares: 

"Coinini'rcf!  Iietvvcen  iririepeiulent  powers  or  communi- 
ties 1.S  umvi'fsally  icjjulatt^d  by  duties  and  imposts.  It  was 
so  ret'iilaied  by  the  States  before  tlie  adoption  of  this  Con- 
stitution, equally  in  respect  to  eacli  other  and  to  forci-jn 
Powcr.-i.  The  goods  and  vessels  employed  in  the  trade  an; 
the  only  subjects  o("  regulation.  It  can  act  on  none  olher. 
A  power,  then,  to  impose  such  duties  and  impoRts  in  regard 
to  tbrei!.Mi  nations,  and  to  prevent  any  on  tlie  trade  between 
Ihi!  States,  was  the  only  power  granted. 

"  rr  we  recur  to  the  causes  wiiieli  produced  the  adoption 
of  Una  Constitution,  we  sliaJI  lind  Uiat  injuries  resulting 


from  the  resulation  of  trade  by  the  States  respeetively,  and 
the  advantages  anlicipiited  from  the  transfer  of  the  power 
to  Congress,  were  among  those  wlnVh  had  the  most  weight. 
Instead  of  acting  as  a  nation  in  regard  to  foreign  Powers,  the 
StateS;  individually,  had  commenced  a  system  of  restraint 
on  each  other,  whereby  the  interests  of  foreign  Powers  were 
promoted  at  their  expense.  If  one  State  imposed  high  duties 
on  the  goods  or  vessels  of  a  foreign  Power  to  countervail  the 
regulations  ofsucli  Power,  the  next  adjoining  Stales  imposed 
lighter  duties  to  invito  those  articles  into  their  ports,  that 
they  might  be  transferred  tliimce  into  tiie  oilier  States,  se- 
curing the  duties  to  themselves.  This  contracted  policy  in 
some  of  the  St.ates  was  soon  counteracted  by  others.  Re- 
straints were  immediately  laid  on  such  commerce  by  the 
suffering  States ;  and  thus  had  grown  up  a  slate  of  affairs 
disorderly  and  unnatural,  the  tendency  of  which  was  to  de- 
stroy the  Union  itself,  and  with  it  all  hope  of  realizing  tliose 
blessings  which  we  had  anticipated  from  the  glorious  revo- 
lution which  had  been  so  rcc<'ntly  achieved.  From  this  de- 
plorable dilemma,  or  rather  certain  ruin,  we  were  happily 
rescued  by  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution. 

"  Among  the  first  and  mo-t  important  effects  of  this  great 
revolution  was  the  complete  abolition  of  this  pernicious 
policj'.  The  States  weie  broiiglit  together  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, as  to  commerce,  into  one  community,  equally  in  regard 
to  foreign  nations  and  each  other.  The  regulations  tliat  were 
adopted  regarded  us  in  both  respects  as  one  peopie.  The 
duties  and  imposts  that  were  laid  on  the  vessels  and  mer- 
chandise of  foreign  nations  were  all  uniform  throughout  the 
United  States,  and  in  the  intercourse  between  the  Stales 
themselves  no  duties  of  any  kind  were  imposed  other  than 
between  different  ports  and  counties  within  the  same  State. 
"  This  view  is  supported  by  a  series  of  measures  all  of  a 
marked  character,  preceding  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. As  earlj'  as  the  yearl78I,  Congress  recommended  it 
to  the  States  to  vest  in  the  United  Slates  a  power  to  levy  a 
duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  all  goods  imported  from  foreign 
countries  into  the  United  States  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years. 
In  178.'i,  this  recommendation,  with  alterations  as  to  the 
kind  of  duties,  and  an  extension  of  this  term  to  twenty-five 
years,  was  repeated  and  more  earnestly  urged.  In  1784,  it 
was  recommended  to  the  States  to  authorize  Congress  to 
prohibit,  under  certain  modifications,  the  importation  of 
goods  from  foreign  Powers  into  the  United  States  for  fifteen 
years.  In  178.5,  the  consideration  of  the  subject  was  re- 
sumed, and  a  proposition  presented  in  a  new  form,  with  an 
address  to  the  States,  explaining  fully  the  principles  on 
which  a  grant  of  the  power  to  regulate  trade  was  deemed 
indispensable,  (n  1783,  a  meetine  took  place  at  Annapolis 
of  delegates  from  several  of  the  States  on  this  subject,  and 
on  their  report  the  Convention  was  formed  at  Philadelphia 
the  ensuing  year,  from  all  the  States,  to  whose  deliberations 
we  are  indebted  for  the  present  Constitution. 

"  In  none  of  these  measures  was  the  subject  of  internal 
improvement  mentioned  oi  even  glanced  at.  Those  of  1784, 
5,  6,  and  7,  leading  step  by  step  to  the  adoption  of-the  Con- 
stitution, had  in  view  only  the  obtaining  of  a  power  to  en- 
able Congress  to  regulate  trade  with  foreign  Powers.  It  is 
manifest  that  the  regulation  of  trade  with  the  several  States 
was  altogether  a  secondary  object,  suggested  by  and  adopt- 
ed in  connection  with  the  other.  If  the  power  necessary  to 
this  system  of  improvement  is  included  under  eitlier  branch 
of  tins  grant,  I  should  suppose  that  it  was  the  first  rather 
than  the  second.'  The  pretension  to  it,  however,  under  that 
branch,  has  never  been  set  up.  Iirsupport  of  the  claim 
under  the  second,  no  reason  has  been  assigned  which  ap- 
pears to  have  the  least  weight." 

Such  is  a  brief  history  of  the  origin,  progress, 
and  consequences  of  a  system  which  for  more 
than  thirty  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution was  unknown.  The  greatest  embarrass- 
ment upon  the  subject  consists  in  the  departure 
which  has  taken  place  from  the  early  construction 
of  the  Constitution,  and  the  precedents  which  are 
found  in  the  legislation  of  Congress  in  later  years. 
President  Jackson,  in  his  veto  of  the  Wabash 
river  bill,  declares,  that  "  to  inherent  embarrass- 
ments have  been  added  others,  from  the  course  of 
our  legislation  concerning  it."  In  his  vetoes  on 
the  Maysville  road  bill,  the  Rockville  road  bill, 
the  Wabash  river  bill,  and  other  bills  of  like  char- 
acter, he  reversed  the  precedents  which  existed 
prior  to  that  time  on  the  subject  of  internal  im- 
provements. When  our  experience,  observation, 
and  reflection  have  convinced  us  that  a  legislative 
precedent  is  either  unwise  or  unconstitutional,  it 
should  not  be  followed. 

No  express  grant  of  this  power  is  found  in  the 
Constitution.  Its  advocates  have  diffeted  among 
themselves  as  to  the  source  from  which  it  is  de- 
rived as  an  incident.  In  the  progress  of  the  dis- 
cussions upon  this  subject,  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce  seems  now  to  he  chiefly  relied  upon, 
especially  in  reference  to  the  improvement  of  har- 
bors and  rivers. 

In  relation  to  the  regulation  of  commerce,  the 
language  of  the  grant  in  the  Constitution  is,  "Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  regulate  commerce  with 
foreign  nations  and  among  the  several  States,  and 
with  the  Indian  tribes."  That  to  "  regulate  com- 
merce" does  not  mean  to  make  a  road  or  dig  a  ca- 
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rial,  or  clear  out  a  river,  or  deepen  a  harbor,  would 

seem  to  be  obvious  to  the  common  understanding. 
To  "  regulate"  admits  or  aflirms  the  preexistence 
of  the  thhig  to  be  regulated.  In  this  case  it  pre- 
supposes the  existence  of  commerce,  and  of  course 

the   means    by  which  and  the  channels  through 

which  commerce  is  carried  on.  It  confers  no  crc- 
,^j  ative  power;  it  only  assumes  control  over  that 
which  may  have  been  brought  info  existence 
through  other  agencies,  such  as  State  legislation, 
and  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  individuals.  If 
the  definition  of  the  word  "  regulate"  is  to  include 
the  provision  of  means  to  carry  on  commerce,  then 
have  Congress  not  only  pov.'er  to  deepen  harbor:?, 
clear  out  rivers,  dig  canals,  and  make  rnads,  but 
also  to  build  ships,  railroad  cars,  and  other  vehi- 
cles, all  of  which  are  necessary  to  commerce. 
There  is  no  middle  ground.  If  the  power  to  regu- 
late can  be  legitimately  construed  into  a  power  to 
create  or  facilitate,  then  not  only  the  bays  and 
harbors,  but  the  roads  and  canals,  and  all  ihe  mean.s 
of  transporting  merchandise  among  the  several 
States,  are  put  at  the  disposition  of  Congress. 
This  power  to  i-egulate  commerce  v.'as  construed 
and  exercised  immediately  after  the  adoption  of 
the  CoiRititution,  and  has  been  exercised  to  the 
present  day,  by  prescribing  general  rules  by  which 
commerce  should  be  conducted.  With  foreign  na- 
tions it  has  been  regulated  by  treaties,  defining  the 
rights  of  citizens  and  subjects,  as  well  as  by  acts 
of  Congress  imposing  duties  and  restrictions,  em- 
bracing vessels,  seamen,  cargoes,  and  passengers. 
It  has  been  regulated  among  the  Slates  by  acts  of 
Congress  relating  to  the  consting  trade,  and  the 
vessels  employed  therein,  and  for  the  better  secu- 
rity of  passengers  in  vessels  propelled  by  steam, 
and  by  the  removal  of  all  restrictions  upon  inter- 
nal trade.  It  has  been  regulated  with  the  Indian 
tribes  by  our  intercourse  laws,  prescribing  the 
tnanner  in  which  it  shall  be  carried  on.  Thus  each 
branch  of  this  grant  of  power  was  exercised  soon 
after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  has  con- 
tinued to  be  exercised  to  the  present  day.  If  a 
more  extended  construction  be  adopted,  it  is  im- 
po.ssible  for  the  human  mind  to  fix  on  a  limit  to  the 
exercise  of  the  power  other  than  the  will  and  dis- 
cretion of  Congress.  It  sweeps  into  the  vortex  of 
national  power  and  jurisdiction  not  only  harbors 
and  inlets,  rivers  and  little  streams,  but  canals, 
turnpikes,  and  railroads — every  species  of  im- 
provement which  can  facilitate  or  create  trade  and 
intercourse  "  with  foreign  nations,  among  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  with  the  Indian  trilies." 

Should  any  great  object  of  improvement  exist 
in  our  widely-extended  country,  which  cannot  be 
effected  by  means  of  tonnage  duties,  levied  by  the 
States,  with  the  concurrence  of  Congress,  it  is 
safer  and  wiser  to  apply  to  the  States,  in  the  mode 
prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  for  an  ainendment 
of  that  instrument,  whereby  the  powers  of  the 
General  Government  may  be  enlarged,  with  such 
limitations  and  restrictions  as  experience  ha.s 
shown  to  be  proper,  than  to  assume  and  exercise 
a  power  which  has  not  been  granted,  or  which 
may  beregarded  as  doubtful  in  the  opinion  of  a 
large  portion  of  our  constituents.  This  course  has 
been  recommended  successively  by  Presidents 
Jefferson,  Madison,  Monroe,  and  Jackson,  ahd  I 
fully  concur  with  them  in  opinion.  If  an  enlarge- 
ment of  power  should  be  deemed  proper,  it  will 
unquestionably  be  granted  by  the  States;  if  other- 
wise, it  will  be  withheld;  and,  in  either  case,  their 
decision  should  be  final.  In  the  meantime,  I  deem 
it  proper  to  add,  that  the  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject has  impressed  me  more  strongly  than  e*er 
with  the  solemn  conviction  that  the  uset'ulness  and 
permanency  of  this  Government,  and  the  happi- 
ness of  the  millions  over  whom  it  spreads  its  pro- 
tection, will  be  best  promoted  by  carefully  ab- 
staining from  the  exercise  of  all  powers  notcicarly 
granted  bv  the  Constitution. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  December  15,  1847. 

Before  the  Clerk  had  progressed  far  in  the  read- 
ing of  the  message — 

Mr.    CLINGMAN  ro.se  and   said,   he   would 
move  that  the  reading  be  dispen.sed  with. 
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[Cries  of  "No,  no,"  from  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House] 

It  was  not  a  veto  message,  (said  Mr.  C.;)  it 
was  nothing  which  the  House  could  act  upon. 

[A  voice:  It  is  something  that  will  act  upon  the 
House,  I  reckon.] 

Tlie  House  not  manifesting  a  disposition  to  dis- 
pense with  the  reading — 

Tlic  motion  was  waived,  and  the  Clerk  continuell 
and  conjpieied  the  reading. 

Mr.  WEA'TWORTH  moved  that  the  message 
and  accompanying  documents  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  VINTON  hoped  that,  instead  of  taking  the 
direction  proposed  by  Uie  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
this  message  would  be  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, and  that  the  printing  of  it  would  be  postponed 
until  the  select  committee  should  have  had  time  to 
make  a  report  upon  this  important  document,  so 
tliat  the  message  and  the  reply  to  it  might  go  out 
to  the  country  together.  In  making  this  sugges- 
tion, it  was  his  intention  to  move  that  a  select  com- 
mittee should  be  raised,  with  tlie  request  that  he 
]iimself  should  not  be  |-)lac;ed  upon  it. 

i\ir.  WENTWORl'H  would  state,  in  relation 
to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman,  that  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  would  probably  make  an  adverse 
report,  and  then  both  documents  would  be  printed 
together.  Tlie  Committee  on  Commerce  had  now 
nothing  before  them,  and  might  as  well  occupy 
themselves  upon  that  as  anythmg  else. 

Mr.  VINTON  resumed  tl'ie  floor,  and  proceeded 
to  say  that  he  was  fully  aware  that  the  Ccmmittee 
on  Commerce,  if  they  had  time  to  do  so,  would  do 
ample  justice  to  the  important  subject  discussed  in 
this  message.  He  had  proposed  a  select  commit- 
tee, believing  that,  from  the  very  elaborate  discus- 
sion given  to  the  subject  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  it  would  requu-e  more  time  than  the 
Conrmiltee  on  Commerce  could  bestow  upon  it. 
And  lie  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  Wentworth,]  that  the  message  and  the  an- 
swer should  go  out  together. 

But  he  had  risen  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  ma- 
king a  remark  upon  one  fact  which  he  had  heard 
stated  in  that  message,  among  the  very  i'ew  things 
which  he  could  understand;  for,  although  he  had 
listened  with  all  the  attention  he  was  able  to  bestow 
vipon  it,  yet  he  had  been  able  to  hear  but  a  very 
email  part. 

The  message  undertakes  (said  Mr.  V.)  to  prove, 
that  if  the  internal  improvements  of  the  country 
liad  not  been  arrested  by  a  former  Executive  of 
the  United  Stales,  the  prosecution  of  it  would  Jiave 
involved  tliis  country  in  an  enormous  debt  of  some 
two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  or  more.  Now, 
that  is  not  the  first  time  that  that  assertion  has  been 
made  by  the  Executive  of  the  Uaited  States.  I 
liave  no  doubt  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  making  that  communication  to  Congress, 
aiid  through  Congress  to  the  people  of  the  IJnited 
States,  believed  that  what  is  there  stated  is  accu- 
rate and  true.  But  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  as  I  undertake  to  say,  labors  under  a  griev- 
ous error,  irt  point  of  fact,  when  he  says  that 
the  recommendation  of  appropriations  to  the 
amount  of  two  hundred  millions  was  made  by  the 
party  which  was  then  m  power  for  a  scries  of  years. 
At  tlic  very  time  when  ilie  message  was  commu- 
nicated to  Congress,  which  is  alluded  to  in  the 
present  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  I  served  on  the  Committee  on  Internal  Im- 
provements, i  know,  sir,  what  was  its  policy, 
wiiut  it.s  purposes;  and  I  have  at  least  a  general 
recollection  of  what  it  did  report  and  recommend; 
and  now  1  undertake  to  say,  that  at  no  lime  did  it 
ever  enter  into  the  intention  of  the  Committee  on 
Internal  Improvements,  or  of  the  House  of  Kcpre- 
sentativc.",  or  of  that  portion  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, or  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Slates  who  were  the  supporters  of  the  system  of 
internal  improvements,  that  it  was  to  involve  this 
country  in  the  firal  dollar  of  debt.  I  undertake  to 
say  that  there  never  was  a  bill  reported  here  that 
would  have  rendered  it  neces.sary  u>  borrow  a  dol- 
lar of  money  to  carry  it  into  ellect. 

For  yearsi,  sir,  while  this  syslom  of  internal  im- 
provements was  under  di.seu.ssion  in  this  House, 
anil  appropriations  were  nmmally  made  towards  it, 
it  was  the  duly  of  the  Commiilee  on  Internal  Im- 
provements, either  i)y  addreHBing  a  letter  to  the 
Stcretnry  of  the  Treasury  or  in  .■<omc  other  mode, 
to  ascertain  what  would  be  the  residuum  remain- 
ing in  the  treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year,  after 


meeting  all  the  appropriations  that  were  required 
by  the  Government;  and  the  bills  that  were  re- 
ported, that  is,  the  ajijiropriations  that  were  pro- 
posed to  be  made  at  every  session  while  that  sys- 
tem had  the  favor  of  this  House,  the  appropria- 
tions that  were  recommended  to  be  made  were 
always  limited  within  what  was  ascertained  would 
be  the  residuum  remaining  in  the  treasury  after 
meeting  the  other,  expenses  of  the  Government. 
And  it  never  was  the  intention  of  the  friends  of 
internal  improvement,  it  was  no  part  of  their  de- 
sire, there  was  no  advocate  on  this  floor  of  a  sys- 
tem of  internal  im]irovements  which  should  be 
sustained  by  borrowing  money  and  involving  the 
nation  in  debt.  At  that  time,  at  the  lime  the  act 
of  1324  was  passed,  to  which  the  President  alludes 
in  the  present  message,  the  country  owed  a  debt, 
if  I  recollect  right,  of  something  near  one  hundred 
millions  of  dollars — a  small  residuum  of  the  debt 
of  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain.  It  was  passed  at  a  time,  said  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Rhett,] 
this  morning,  when  we  were  all  Federalists  and 
Democrats,  [f  I  may  characterize  that  Congress, 
it  was  /^^lassed  at  a  time  when  we  were  all  Ameri- 
cans. There  was  no  parly  in  this  House;  but  this 
body  was  then  composed,  it  then  contained  within 
it  a  weight  of  character,  and  talent, and  experience, 
far  greater — without  intending  any  disrespect  to 
those  that  may  be  here  now — far  greater  than  I 
have  ever  seen  in  this  House  from  that  day  to 
this. 

The  eighteenth  Congress,  that  passed  the  inter- 
nal improvement  bill,  contained  in  this  body  many 
men  who  have  been  great  lights  in  the  Union  from 
that  day  to  this.  Most  of  them  engaged  in  the 
debate  on  that  bill;  it  was  one  of  the  most  elabo- 
rate debates  1  ever  heard  upon  this  floor;  it  was 
free  from  all  party  bias.  Men  formed  their  opin- 
ions with  reference  to  their  views  of  the  Constiiu- 
tioi:  of  the  United  Slates,  after  the  most  impartial 
and  deliberate  investigation  of  the  powers  confer- 
red by  it;  and  it  is  for  that  reason  that  I  always 
respected  that  law  as  one  of  those  that  were  enti- 
tled to  be  considered  of  vastly  greater  importance 
and  authority  than  a  bill  passed  in  high  parly 
limes,  in  high  party  excitement,  and  with  reference 
to  some  party  end.  It  is  an  authority  with  me 
that  no  party  measure  can  have  in  this  House. 

Well,  sir,  it  became  a  law.  It  directed  that  sur- 
veys and  recormoissances  should  be  made  of  the 
United  Stales;  of  those  portions  of  the  country,  of 
those  lines  of  communication  that  should  facilitate 
commerce  among  the  States  in  a  national  point  of 
view,  and  the  transportation  of  the  mail  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  that  should  promote  the  national 
defences  of  the  country.  Under  that  law,  sir,  a 
corps  of  engineers  was  employed  by  Mr.  Monroe, 
the  then  President  of  the  United  States,  at  the 
head  of  which  wvJ  an  engineer  of  the  highest  emi- 
neiice,  General  Bernard.  His  recomioissancesand 
surveys  that  were  made,  were  made  as  much  or 
more  with  reference  to  the  military  defences  of  the 
country  than  to  its  iniernal  improvements.  This 
examination  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing for  this  Government  that  topographical  infor- 
mation which  would  be  necessary,  not  merely  in 
a  military  point  of  view,  but  to  facilitate  the  trade 
among  the  States,  as  well  as  the  tran.-sportation  of 
the  mail  of  the  country.  It  was  made,  for  the 
most  part,  not  under  any  special  direction  of  Con- 
gress. Occasionally  Congress  passed  a  resolution 
directing  a  survey  to  be  made;  the  President  of 
the  United  States  directed  such  to  be  made  as  he 
thought  proper;  and  I  believe  in  some  instances 
these  surveys  and  examinations  were  made  at  the 
request  and  instance  of  individual  membeis  of  this 
body.  But  it  was  never  undeistood  by  the  friends 
of  internal  improvement,  when  they  were  making 
these  surveys,  which  were  always  accompanied 
by  estimates,  that  they  pledged  the  country  to 
anything.  They  were  mere  pioneers,  sent  forward 
into  the  country  fur  the  |)uipose  of  ascertaining 
whether  the  military  dc^fences  of  the  country, 
whether  its  internal  trade,  required  that  internal 
improvements  should  be  made. 

Now,  at  that  time  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  owed  a  debt  of  (me  hundred  million  dollars. 
In  addition  to  paying  the  interest  on  that  debt  it 
had  made  a  great  appropriation  for  the  pur|)Ose  of 
liquidating  the  principal.  By  the  fundingacl, which 
was  then  passed,  ten  millions  of  dollais  were  set 
a.side  annually  for  the  purpose  of  liquidating  the 
d«bt  of  th«  United  ^tates,  which  was  to  be  applieil 


before  the  other  expenditures  were  met:  Now, 
while  that  debt  was  in  the  process  of  being  paid — 
while  the  Government  of  the  United  States  were  • 
discharging  ten  millions  of  the  public  debt  annu- 
ally— it  was  at  that  time,  and  during  that  process, 
that  these  appropriations  were  made;  and  made, 
as  I  have  already  said,  with  reference  to  the  resi- 
duum that  shou'id  remain  in  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  after  meeting  the  appropriations  made 
by  law.  Now,  I  well  remember  that  while  this 
process  v/as  going  forward,  it  was  the  prevailing 
opinion  in  this  House  that,  whenever  the  public 
debt  of  the  country  should  be  paid,  the  sinking 
fund  of  ten  million  dollars,  which  would  then  be 
disengaged,  would  necessarily  ba  appropriated  to 
some  other  object.  It  was  supposed  that  the  great 
interests  of  the  country — that  its  industry  would 
not  be  at  so  great  a  charge  as  that  this  ten  million 
dollars  annually  raised  for  that  purpose  should  at 
once  be  closed  up.  It  is  true,  the  friends  of  inter- 
nal improvement  looked  forward  to  the  period 
when  that  debt  should  be  discharged  as  to  the  era 
when  something  valuable  should  be  accomplisheti. 
,It  was  supposed  that  the  revenue  of  the  country 
would  remain  the  same,  and  it  was  supposed  that 
this  ten  millions  , of  dollars  would  be  spent  in  in- 
creasing the  civil  and  military  and  naval  defences 
of  the  country,  unless  it  were  applied  to  this  great 
system  of  internal  improvements.  That  it'would 
be  spent  somewhere  was  very  evident;  and  it  was 
a  question  among  the  friends  of  internal  improve- 
ments whether,  when  that  debt  was  paid,  the  sink- 
ing fund  should  be  paid  out  to  the  people  of  this 
country  for  the  labor  and  materials  necessary  for 
these  great  public  works,  or  whether  there  should 
be  in  the  place  of  it  an  enormous  increase  in  the 
ordinary  expenditures  of  the  Government. 

Now,  it  so  happened  that,  just  at  the  moment 
when  this  national  debt  was  paid  off,  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States  thought  proper — at  the 
very  instant  when  the  nation  liad  greater  ability 
than  it  had  ever  had  before — the  Executive  of  the 
United  States  thought  proper  to  lay  his  hand  upon 
that  branch  of  appropriations,  and  to  arrest  it. 
And,  sir,  what  followed,  when  that  veto,  which 
is  alluded  to  in  the  present  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  was  sent  to  the  House.'' 
It  was  at  a  time  when  this  Government  was  in 
the  receipt  of  a  large  surplus  revenue.  The  result 
of  omitting  to  make  any  disposition  of  this  sink- 
ing fund  was,  in  the  first  place,  largely  to  swell 
the  expenditures  and  extravagance  of  the  Govern- 
ment itself.  That  was  the  first  result.  The  next 
consequence  was,  that,  in  the  course  of  two  or 
three  years,  an  accumulation  of  about  forty  mil- 
lions of  surplus  was  found  to  be  in  the  treasury 
of  the  United  States,  locked  up — forty  millions  of 
dollars,  which  went  to  bring  about  a  state  of  ex- 
citement in  this  country,  of  speculation,  of  finan- 
cial derangement,  that  finally  terminated  in  a  con- 
vulsion which  shook  not  merely  the  Government 
of  this  country,  but  all  its  industrial  interests,  to 
their  very  centre.  Now,  suppose,  instead  of  the 
accumulation  of  this  forty  million  of  dollars  in  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States — which  was  loaned 
out  liberally  all  over  the  country,  going  to  inflate 
and  expand  its  currency,  and  swell  its  business — 
suppose  that  ten  millions  of  dollars  had  been  an- 
nually ajipropriated  to  the  improvement  of  your 
rivers  and  harbors;  that  it  had  been  paid  out  over 
this  country  to  the  "  toiling  millions,"  (to  use  the 
language  of  the  President,)  for  their  labor  and 
the  materials  that  would  have  been  necessary  for 
these  great  public  works:  what  would  have  been 
the  consequence.'  It  would  have  relieved  your 
treasury  from  this  penalty;  it  would  not — as  has  • 
been  argued  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
— it  would  not  have  involved  this  country  in  a 
debt;  it  would  have  saved  the  country  from  the 
convulsion  that  followed.  Sir,  that  would  have 
been  the  eflect  of  permitting  that  system,  which 
was  then  wisely  established,  to  have  taken  its 
course.  But,  sir,  instead  of  that — instead  of  these 
moneys  being  appropriated  in  that  mode,  spread- 
ing their  benefits  over  the  country,  enlarging  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  building  up  your  de- 
fences—instead of  that,  we  all  know  where  it 
went  to,  and  what  was  the  consequence. 

Now  in  reference  to  that  declaration  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  that  by  the  veto  of  the  then 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  arresting 
the  then  contemplated.siystem  r)f  internal  improve- 
ments, the  country  was  saved  from  being  involved 
in  such  a  debt  as  he  has  uslimated — a  <iecIarntion 
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coming  from  authority  so  hie;li  and  respectable  as 
that  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  calcu- 
lated, among  the  honest  people  of  this  country,  to 
create  a  prejudice  not  merely  a<jainst  the  system 
of  internal  improvements,  but  against  those  who 
then  contemplated  the  appropriation  of  a  portion 
of  the  revenues  of  this  country  for  that  purpose. 
Mainly  for  this  reason,  (said  JVIr.  V.,)  before  that 
false  impression  shall  go  out  to  the  countryj  do  I 
desire  to  take  notice  of  it,  and  to  say  there  is  not, 
there  never  wi\g  a  party  in  this  House-.who  con- 
templated to  carry  out  the  system  of  internal  im- 
provements by  borrowing  money  and  plunging  the 
country  into  debt.  I  know  of  no  gentleman  on  this 
floor  who  has  been  a  more  uniform  friend  of  inter- 
nal improvements  than  myseff,  and  yet  I  never 
have  seen  the  day  when  I  would  have  voted  appro- 
priations for  this  system  that  would  have  added 
to  the  debt  of  the  United  States;  or  rather,  I  have 
never  seen  the  day  when  I  would  have  raised  a 
loan  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  internal  im- 
provements. Nor  do  I  believe  there  is  any  such 
party.  My  view  of  the  system  of  internal  im- 
provements is  this:  I  would  keep  up  the  military, 
naval,  and  civil  establishments  of  the  countr)';  if 
there  was  any  surplus  remaining,  I  would  devote 
it  to  internal  improvements.  And  I  mean  harbors 
on  the  seaboard  as  well  as  on  the  lakes,  improve- 
ments on  the  exterior  as  well  as  the  interior.  1 
would  devote  it  to  those  purposes  that  v/ould  facil- 
itate intercommunication;  that  would  build  up  the 
trade  of  the  country  not  merely  among  ourselves 
but  with  foreign  nations.  And,  sir,  all  the  argu- 
ment which  is  so  elaborated  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  who  congratulates,  or  seems  to 
congratulate,  the  country  on  having  escaped  from 
being  involved  in  a  debt  that  would  not  have  been 
discharged — it  is  all  an  error,  all  a  delusion;  and 
it  arose  from  the  fact  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  cannot  have  given  to  the  hi.story  of 
this  subject  that  investigation  which  it  requires. 

Mr.  V.  repeated  the  v/ish,  in  concluding,  that 
this  message  should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce before  it  was  printed,  and  when  it  was  print- 
ed that  the  message  itself  and  the  reply  to  it  should 
go  out  together  to  the  people  of  this  country,  so 
that  there  might  be  fair  play,  and  that  all  who 
read  may  have  an  opportunity  to  see  both  sides  of 
this  question  before  they  formed  their  opinion  upon 
h. 

Mr.  HARALSON  did  not  rise  to  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio;  for,  if  he  un- 
derstood that  gentleman  correctly,  any  discussion 
of  this  subject  at  this  hour  would  be  out  of  place. 
They  were  necessarily  very  much  in  the  dark,  for 
no  gentleman  could  fully  understand  the  positions 
taken  in  the  message,  and  consequently  could  not 
properly  make  them  the  subject  of  discussion  in 
this  House.  But  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  was,  after  h'C  had  replied  at  length  to 
some  portions  of  that  message,  that  they  should 
patiently  wait  and  permit  the  reply  to  go  forth  be- 
fore they  sent  the  message  itself.  He  was  not  ap- 
prized of  the  course  of  legislation  it  was  usual  to 
take  with  messages  of  this  description,  but  it  would 
seem  to  him  that  another  motion  other  than  that 
which  had  been  made  would  be  the  proper  one 
imder  the  circumstances  in  which  they  are  placed. 
If  he  understood  this  aright,  it  was  a  message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  giving  his 
reasons  why  he  had  refused  his  assent  to  a  bill  of 
the  |ast  ses.sion  of  Congress;  and,  in  the  first  place, 
any  discussion  of  it  before  they  had  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  read  and  understand  it  would  be  out  of 
place.  It  seemed  to  him,  therefore,  that  the  mo- 
tion should  be  to  lay  it  upon  the  table  and  print  it. 
That  would  be  the  proper  motion  to  make  on  this 
occasion,  and  not  to  allow  a  reply  to  go  forth  before 
the  message  itself  had  been  published  to  tlie  coun- 
try and  understood  by  the  House.  It  could  not 
be  concealed  that  its  contents  would  be  examined 
from  day  to  day,  and  that  replies  would  be  made 
to  it  by  the  advocates  of  internal  improvements  on 
this  floor.  Already  evidence  had  been  furnished 
of  the  readiness  of  gentlemen  to  place  themselves 
in  opposition  to  the  positions  assumed  in  the  mes- 
sage, and  perhaps  he  should  not  be  wrong  in  say- 
ing that  there  would  be  fifty  replies  to  it  on  this 
floor,  whence  they  would  soon  be  sent  to  every 
cbrner  of  the  land.  Why,  then,  need  they  with 
hold  the  message  until  an  argument  in  opposition 
to  it  should  be  .sent  to  the  country  from  a  commit- 
tee? Th<i  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
would  not  be  withheld  from  the  country,  for  lliey 


were  already  on'the  reporters'  tables.  Let,  then, 
the  message  be  printed.  Let  the  whole  go  forth 
to  the  country  with  all  the  replies  which  gentlemeji 
may  think  proper  to  make.  With  these  views  he 
moved  to  lay  the  message  on  the  table,  and  that  it 
be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  intimated  to  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  that  he  had  coupled  two  motions 
together,  one  of  which  was,  and,  the  other  was  not 
debatable. 

Mr.  HARALSON  presumed  they  could  be  di- 
vided, and  the  question  taken  first  on  one,  and  af- 
terwards on  the  other. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  unless  the  motions 
were  separated,  one  being  debatable,  the  debate 
would  be  continued, 

Mr,  HARALSON  then  would  modify  his  mo- 
tion by  moving,  first,  that  the  message  be  prinJjftd; 
giving  notice  that  he  should  move  to  lay  it  on  the 
table  if  this  motion  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAYLY  did  not  rise  to  enter  into  a  general 
discussion  of  the  questions  which  had  been  debated 
there  this  day,  namely,  the  power  of  Congress 
over  the  subject  of  internal  improvements.  He 
should  reserve  himself  for  a  more  appropriate  oc- 
casion to  express  his  views  on  that  question.  But 
he  rose  to  reply  to  the  only  position  which  he  um- 
derstood'the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vinton]  to 
assume.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  informed 
them  that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  i^ 
his  message,  had  stated,  that  but  for  the  interposi- 
tion of  the  veto  of  General  Jackson,  arrestin^the 
system  of  internal  improvements  by  this  Govern- 
ment, the  country  would  have  been  involved  in 
debt  to  the  amount  of  5^200,000,000  for  improve- 
ments which  were  then  contemplated.  That  he 
understood  to  be  the  point  to  which  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  objected.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
says  that  he  was  here  at  that  time,  and  that  there 
was  no  party  here  that  was  in  favor  of  involving 
this  Government  in  debt  for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing on  internal  improvements.  He  said,  all  that 
was  then  contemplated  was  the  expenditure  of  the 
unappropriated  balance  in  the  treasury.  Now,  did 
not  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  in  the  fullness  of  his 
information,  know,  that  at  that  time  the  debt  of  the 
United  States  had  not  been  paid  .'and  that,  in  addi- 
tion to  $10,000,000  that  was  set  apart  as  a  sinking 
fund,  the  law  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt  also  provided  that  all  balances  remain- 
ing in  the  treasury,  after  reserving  a  fund  to  meet 
contingencies,  should  go  towards  extinguishing 
the  public  debt.'  If,  then,  the  money  was  taken 
from  the  treasury,  which  by  law  was  set  apart  for 
the  extinction  of  the  public  debt,  was  it  not  the 
same  as  if  they  had  passed  a  loan  bill  to  have  met 
those  appropriations?  To  contract  a  debt  for  a 
given  object,  or  to  obstruct  the  payment  of  one 
already*in  existence,  by  applying  the  funds  appro- 
priated for  its  extinction  to  tliat  object,  seemed  to 
him  to  be  the  same  thing  in  effect. 

So  far  from  the  statement  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  being  over  the  mark  in  this  par- 
ticular, if,  as  the  gentleman  said,  the  President  had 
set  down  the  amount  of  the  debt  that  would  have 
been  contracted  by  this  time  to  $200,000,000,  in 
his  (Mr.  B.'s)  opinion  the  President  had  greatly 
underrated  it.  What  had  been  the  experience  of 
the  country?  Look  at  the  condition  of  tlie  States. 
Many  of  them  were  involved  in  bankruptcy,  and 
were  driven  almost  to  the  alternative  of  repudia- 
tion. The  aggregate  of  these  debts  at  this  time 
exceed  $200,000,000,  and  there  were  restraints 
against  extravagance  in  the  States  "which  do  not 
exist  here.  In  the  first  place,  there  is  the  greater 
responsibility  of  the  representatives,  growing  out 
of  the  sniallness  of  their  constituencies,  and  the 
short  periods  at  which  they  return  to  them.  In 
the  second,  there  is  the  better  local  information. 
A  member  of  a  State  Legislature,  with  very  little 
geographical  information,  can  judge  pretty  well  of 
the  importance  of  any  projected  improvement 
within  his  own  State.  But  how  is  it  here?  Sup- 
pose an  appropriation  is  asked  for  an  improvement 
m  Maine  or  Wisconsin,  how  am  1  to  judge  of  its 
necessity?  I  have  not  the  local  information.  How 
am  I  to  obtain  it?  Rely  upon  its  Representative? 
He  will  be  interested  in  deceiving  me.  Rely  upon 
the  reports  of  engineers  ?  They  are  proverbially 
deceptive. 

But,  more  than  all,  there  was  a  restraint  upon 
the  State  Legislatures,  which  did  not  exist  in  the 
General  Government — direct  taxation.  In  tlie 
States  the  representative  who  voted  for  expand i- 


tures  had  to  vote  to  raise  the  money — ^and  by  direct 
taxation.  And  they  all  knew  with  what  tenor  a 
representative  in  any  of  tiie  States  would  return  to 
a  constituency  on  whom  he  had  voted  to  lay  taxa- 
tion in  that  form.  However  they  might  be  delu- 
ded by  arguments  to  believe  that  taxation  is  a 
blessing  when  levied  in  the  form  of  a  tariff,  yet 
when  raised  in  the  shape  of  direct  taxation,  the 
argument  would  fail  to  carry  conviction  home,  for 
then  the  appeal  was  made  directly  to  the  purse. 

This  was  a  powerful  restraint  in  the  States. 
There  no  one  was  the  friend  of  increased  taxation. 
But  here  the  reverse  is  the  case.  Here  was  the 
great  tariff  interest,  which  was  to  be  benefited  by 
the  indirect  form  of  taxation,  and  which  would' 
vote  expenditures  without  respect  to  the  applica- 
tion of  the  money.  There  were  also  local  interests 
combined  with  the  tariff  interest,  and  all  represent- 
atives from  the  portions  of  the.  country  that  were 
to  be  benefited  by  the  application  of  the  money 
would  vote  for  appropriations  without  those  pow- 
erful restraints  existing  in  the  States. 

Yet  with  all  the  restraints  which  existed  in  the 
States,  we  know  what  has  been  the  result.  But  if 
the  system  had  not  been  arrested  here,  where  there 
are  no  such  restraints,  who  can  conjecture  what  the 
result  would  have  been  ?  Sir,  there  would  have  been 
but  one  limit  to  the  appropriations,  and  that  would 
have  been  the  ability  of  the  Government  to  raise 
money,  by  loans  or  otherwise.  This  system,  when 
undertaken  by  this  Government,  will  become,  as  it 
has  been  heretofore,  one  of  plunder,  the  only  limit 
to  which  is  the  power  of  the  strong  to  take,  and" 
the  ability  of  the  weak  to  contribute.  Im[iartiality 
in  the  appropriations  is  impossible.  Inequality  is 
inherent  in  the  whole  system.  If  no  State  receives 
more  under  it  than  its  share — if  no  State  receives 
more  than  she  contributes — none  would  care  any- 
thing about  it;  for  they  would  only  get  back  their 
own,  diminished  by  the  cost  of  collection  and  dis- 
bursement. If  no  State  gets  back  more  than  it 
contributes,  it  had  better  collect  and  disburse  for 
itself.  If  it  does  receive  more  than  its  just  pro- 
portion, then  other  States  must  receive  less,  which 
would  be  unjust.  So  this  is  a  system  which,  to 
make  it  desirable  to  any,  you  must  make  it  unjust 
to  some.  Under  this  system  the  strong  will  always 
get-all,  and  the  weak  none.  It  has  always  been 
so,  and  always  will  be  so  as  long  as  human  nature 
remains  what  it  is.  As  long  as  such  is  the  case,  the  ' 
only  restraints  upon  extravagance  will  be  those  I 
have  mentioned. 

He  said  when  he  rose  that  he  did  not  intend  to 
go  into  an  elaborate  discussion,  but  simply  to  re- 
ply to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Vinton]  on  one  point;  and  he  flattered  him- 
self that  he  had  shown  that  the  gentleman  was  in 
error.  But  suppose  there  was  no  disposition  at  the 
time  referred  to,  to  expend  more  money  than  the 
available  balance  in  the  treasury,  did  the  gentle- 
man believe  that  after  they  had  once  commenced 
the  system,  there  would  have  been  power  to  re- 
strain it?  No:  they  would  have  contracted  a  debt, 
boundless  almost.  What  had  been  the  experience 
of  the  country  since  ?  During  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  in  a  time  of  war,  when  the  Governnneni; 
was  compelled  to  resort  to  heavy  loans  to  sustain 
the  war — at  a  time  at  which  it  was  predicted  in  all 
quarters  that  we  could  not  raise  the  money  except 
at  a  great  sacrifice,  with  the  tariff  of  1846  in  ex- 
istence— under  such  circumstances,  by  a  large 
majority,  appropriations  were  made  for  internal 
improvements  to  the  amount  of  a  million  and  a 
half  of  dollars.  He  repeated,  this  was  during  a 
time  of  war,  when,  to  sustain  the  national  honor, 
all  its  resources  were  necessary;  and  if  at  such  a. 
time  bills  of  this  sort  could  be  passed,  he  would 
ask  what,  when  the  pressure  of  war  was  over, 
would  be  the  end  of  the  extravagance  that  would 
follow?    Figures  would  scarcely  tell  the  amount. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  it  wtis 
not  likely  that  the  House  would  dispose  of  this 
subject  to-day.  He  therefore  moved  that  the 
House  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEWART  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  to  withdraw  his  proposition  to  refer 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  substitute  a 
motion  for  a  special  committee.  He  thought  the 
subject  was  of  suflicient  importance  to  justify  the 
creation  of  a  special  committee,  and  to  entitle  it  to 
such  a  reference.  He  should  even  like  to  see  it 
referred  to  a  committee  of  one  from  each  State  of 
this  Union.     He    had   listened   with   attention  to 


36 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Dec.  15, 


tliisjnessage;  mid  it  was  nothins:  more  nor  less 
i!i:\n  a  denial  by  the  Executive  of  the  right  of  this 
Govorumetu  over  internal  improvements,  not  only 
on  the  Ictlces,  but  on  the  seaboard.  It  denied  the 
jinwer  of  this  Government  on  that  subject  in  all  ita 
)iarts.  Tliis  was  a  new  view  of  this  subject.  It 
)i!id  been  reNerved  to  ilie  piesent  President  to  make 
tlieijrand  discovery'  'hat  evciy  President  who  has 
(•.receded  iiim  has  violated  the  Constitution.  Why, 
the  present  Evccuiive  himself  has  violated  the 
Constiiuiion,  if  the  views  expressed  in  this  mcs- 
icaije  are  well  fomuled,  fo)-  he  has  hitnsclf  sanc- 
tioned appropriations  which  he  now  denounces  as 
unconstitutional.  This  was  an  attempt  on  the 
ynirt  of  the  President  to  break  down  and  destroy 
one  of  the  most  important  and  valuable  powers 
conferred  by  the  Constitution  on  Conj^ress — the 
power  of  improvement,  the  power  to  im[)rove  the 
internal  condiiioii  of  our  common  country.  This 
most  valuable  and  beneficial  power  was  now  to  be 
stricken  down  by  the  Executive  arm;  this  great 
and  .^aluiary  power  was  to  ije  destroyed.  And 
what  then  would  lie  the  condition  of  the  great  in- 
terior of  the  country.'  He  asked  gentlemen  who 
represent  the  interior  of  the  country  and  the  great 
West,  the  country  of  the  rivers,  and  lakes,  and 
inland  seas,  how  were  returns  of  the  ]iiiblic  mo- 
ney, which  was  taken  from  all  alike,  to  be  made 
to  the  districts  from  which  it  coines,  if  this  power 
is  to  be  destroyed  .'  The  great  West  might  pour 
<iut  its  money  like  its  rivers  to  the  Atlantic,  but 
destroy  this  power  and  thev  would  destroy  the 
means  which  alone  could  carry  it  Ijack  again  and 
diffuse  it,  like  the  fertilizing  showers,  over  the 
whole  country.  Our  navy,  with  its  .ship-yards, 
were  on  the  seaboard;  our  forts  and  fortifications 
and  light-houses  are  all  on  the  seaboard;  and  all 
oihei-  sources  of  expenditure  by  this  Government 
were  now  in  Mexico  and  other  foreign  lands;  and, 
according  to  this  message,  the  interior  of  the  coun- 
try was  to  be  severed  from  the  benefits  of  all  na- 
tional disbursements,  now  and  forever.  He  wished 
gentlemen  from  the  West  to  tell  him  how  any  part 
of  the  money  collectetl  by  this  Govermnent  can  be 
expended  in  the  interior,  if  the  power  of  internal 
impro\ement  is  not  possessed  by  this  Govern- 
ment. 

Had  not  this  power  been  exercised  from  the 
foundation  of  the  Government  to  the  present  hour, 
'and  where  was  the  debt  or  the  danger.'  Gentle- 
men might  as  well  tell  him  that  there  was  danger 
in  making  appropriations  to  build  foitifications 
because  this  power  might  be  abused.  The  same 
objection  might  be  made  to  appropri;itions  for  the 
army  and  the  navy,  for  they  too  might  be  abused 
and  debts  might  bo  contracted.  There  was  no 
power  possessed  by  this  Government  that  might 
not  be  abused  by  bad  men;  the  lemedy  for  this  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  people.  Debt  was  the  objec- 
tion raised  by  the  President  to  create  alarm  and 
deter  us  from  making  internal  improvements;  but 
there  was  no  difficidty  aljoiit  contracting  debts  for 
other  objects.  Was  not  the  President  now  involv- 
ing the  coinilry  in  debt  by  the  prosecution  of  his 
war  upon  Mexico.'  And  how  much  more  valu- 
al)le  and  important  would  be  the  disbursement  of 
the  millions  and  tens  of  millions  which  this  war 
will  require  in  the  improvement  of  our  internal 
condition.'  Vnr  his  rnvn  part  lie  would  rather  see 
this  money  thus  expended  than  prostituted  to  the 
ju-osecution  of  a  warwhich  the  President  had  him- 
self made,  without  consulting  Congress — the  war- 
makino;  power.  The  President  not  only  assumes 
all  powers  of  peace  and  war,  but,  in  the  message 
just  read,  lie  arrogates  the  right  to  prescribe  to  us 
«iur  limit.s — "Thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  and  no  far- 
llicT."  But  where  was  the  danger  of  debts,  con- 
solidation, and  disunion,  refoircd  to  so  often  in 
Ihi.s  message.'  This  terrible  [lower  had  been  ex- 
ercised from  the  loundation  of  this  Governmt^nt ! 
A  power  which  lie  affirmed  was  as  clear  and  un- 
questionable as  any  other  exercised  by  this  Gov- 
ernment. 

He  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  RiiKTT,]  who  denied  the  po.ssession  of 
this  power,  where  lie  got  the  j)ower  to  build  forts 
and  fortifi<uuions,  and  to  cast  cannon,  and  jirovide 
munitions  of  war,  in  the  Constitution.'  Nowhere. 
Hut  ihey  exercised  this  power,  because  ii  was  an 
incident  to  the  power  to  raise  armies.  The  power 
i<i  miike  intern  d  improvements  was  not  an  express, 
but  an  incidental  power.  (Congress  has  the  express 
right  conferred  by  the  Constitution  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations  and  between   the 


Slates,  atid  tliey  had  the  express  power  to  employ  j 
"  all  she  means  that  were  necessary  and   proper  to 
c;^rry   into   eil'ect  the   foregoing   powers."     They 
had  not  only  constilntiimal  authority  to  icgulaie  , 
commerce  among  the  Stales,  but  they  have  power  : 
to  defend  the  country  in  war,  and  to  transport  the  '> 
mails;  and  they  had  the  express  power  to  employ  all  ! 
the  means  that  were  neces.sary  and  juopcr  to  carry 
into  ed'ect  these  powers.     And  were  not  roads  and 
canals  necessary  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  I 
Stales,  defend  the  country,  and  transport  the  mails  .' 
And  who  but  Congress  could  judge  of  the  fitness  | 
and    propriety  of  these  means  to  he   employed  in  \ 
carrying  into  efi'ect  the-se  great  and   express  pow-  '■■ 
ers.'     Congress,  a.s   the   gentleman   from   Indiana  \ 
[Mr.  C.  B.   Smith]  had   said,  could  alone  judge. 
When   they  carried   out  an  express  power,  they 
were  to  use  the  means  that  were  necessary.     And 
where    was  the  limitation .'     The   only  limitation 
was  this:  that  the  means  employed  shall  be  "neces- 
sary  and  proper"  to   the  end  to  be  accomplished. 
Who  shall  prescribe  to  Congress  where  to  build  a 
fort.'     For  this  Government,  it  is  conceded,  has  the 
right  to  build  forts  and   fortifications.     And  v/hy.' 
It  was  not  express,  but  incidental  only  to  the  war 
making  power.     Who,  then,  shall  dictate  to  Con- 
gress where  tn  build  forts,  coivstruct  fortifications, 
place  buoys,  erect  light-houses, or  construct  harbors 
or  roads .'     Who    but  Congress  can  judge  of  the 
pjace  where  it  was  necessary  and  proper  to  place 
them. 

He  apprehended  there  was  no  power  more  clear 
and  undoubted  than  the  great  power  of  national 
defence  and  national  improvement,  and  it  was  the 
last  power  that  he  v/ould  consent  to  surrender. 
But  the  President  said  in  this  message  that  the 
States,  and  not  the  Federal  Government,  would 
provide  for  these  improvements.  And  must^this 
Government,  which  is  charged  with  the  power  to 
regulate  internal  commerce,  transport  the  mail, 
and  defend  the  country  in  time  of  war,  be  depend- 
ant on  the  States  for  the  means  of  executing  their 
great  powers.'  The  Constitution  never  contem- 
plated such  an  absurdity. 

Suppose  a  road  would  be  more  "  necessary  and 
proper"  to  the  defence  of  the  country  than  a  fort, 
would  the  Government  have  the  jiower  then  to 
make  a  road.'  Most  unquestionably;  for  Cangiess 
was  the  judge  of  the  fitne.?s  of  the  means  without 
limitation.  The  Government  could  exercise  that 
power  even  to  the  construction  of  a  railroad  to 
Oregon,  or  from  north  to  south.  A  good  system 
of  railroads,  in  his  judgment,  would  be  much  more 
available  for  the  national  defence  than  any  system 
of  fortifications  that  could  be  devised,  and  useful 
alike  in  peace  or  war. 

If  we  had  had  our  |nesent  railroads  from  the 
North  to  tliis  place  during  the  last  war,  this  Capi- 
tol and  the  President's  Plouse  would  never  have 
been  sacked  and  burnt  by  a  foreign  enemy.  If, 
as  now,  we  could  have  transported  forces  from 
Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  BaltiiTiore, 
this  di.sgrace  would  never  have  occurred. 

His  view  of  the  power  of  Congress  over  this 
whole  subject  was  this  :  each  of  the  express  pow- 
ers carries  with  it  its  own  appropriate  means  of 
executicm;  without  this,  this  Government  could 
never  have  been  put  in  motion.  Congress  was 
expressly  invested  with  the  essential  power  of  em- 
ploying all  the  means  necessary  for  carrying  into 
full  effect  the  great  substantive  power  conferred 
upon  it.  The  constitutional  provision,  then,  which 
gives  t()  Congress  power  to  regulate  commerce 
between  the  States  carries  with  it  the  fiower  to  im- 
prove rivers  and  harbors.  Every  express  power 
carries  its  incidental  powers^ith  it:  so  the  power 
to  transport  the  mails  carries  with  it  the  powerto 
make  mail  roads,  and  do  all  other  things  which 
are  necessary  and  proper  to  secure  the  transmis- 
sion of  the  mail.  The  military  power  carried 
with  it  the  power  to  make  military  roads,  as  well 
as  sujiply  cannon  and  fortifications,  if  equally 
necessary  and  projier  for  the  national  defence. 
The  power  of  internal  improvement  was  not,  there- 
fore, derived  from  one,  but  from  several  grants  of 
power  in  the  Constitution;  it  was  the  power  to 
employ  the  means  that  were  necessary  to  accom- 
lilish  the  groat  ends  of  Government.  If  gentlemen 
would  lofdc  at  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
they  would  find  this  doctwne  clearly  laid  down  by 
Chief  .lusticc  Marshall  on  several  occasions. 


He  well  remembered  the  fact  which  had  been 
alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  The 
board  of  internal  improvement,  under  ilic  act  of 


1824,  was  organized  by  Mr.  Calhoun,  then  Secre- 
taiy  of  War.  This  board  was  employed  several 
years  in  making  a  national  map,  with  estimates 
amounting,  as  the  President  said,  to  more  than  a 
hundred  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  use  of  Con- 
gress, and  which  Congress  was  to  take  up  and 
carry  out,  selecting  the  most  important  first,  from 
time  to  time,  when  surfilus  means  were  on  hand. 
But  nobody  ever  dreamed  of  incurring  a  debt  of 
one  hundred  millions  of  d<illars,  as  was  slated  in 
the  President's  message,  just  read.  Nor  had  thi.s 
power  ever  been  abused,  nor  rould  it  ever  be 
abused;  for,  bei-ore  any  object  could  be  entered 
upon,  it  must  receive  the  apjjroval  of  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  thi.s  House,  and  also  of  the 
Senate;  and  no  object  that  was  not  national  in  its 
character  could  ever  receive  this  high  sanction. 
In  this  was  the  great  security  against  the  abuse  of 
this  power;  and  hence  he  contended  the  danger 
apprehended  by  the  President  was  visionary  and 
groundless.  Such  v/ere  briefly  his  views  of  the 
power  of  this  Government  over  this  whole  subject. 
He  woidtl  again  .say  that  he  hoped  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  llJinoi.s  would  be  witiidrawn, 
that  this  matter  might  go  to  a  select  committee,  to 
re[iort  on  the  question  whether  the  powers  over 
internal  improvements,  comprehending  our  river.s 
and  our  harbors,  on  the  lakes  and  on  the  seaboard, 
were  alike  to  be  stricken  down  by  the  Executive 
arm;  whether  these  great  and  salutary  )iowers, 
exercised  from  the  foundation  of  the  Government, 
by  every  Congress  and  every  President,  were  now 
to  be  blotted  out  forever  by  the  Presidential  veto; 
or  whether  they  were  to  be  retained,  to  confer,  as 
they  had  conferred, countless  benefits  and  blessings 
on  our  common  country. 

Mr.  SIMS  obtained  the  floor. 
Mr.  BARRINGER  appealed  to  him  to  yield  to 
a  motion  to  adjourn,  as  the  hour  was  getting  late. 

[Cries  of  "  Na,  no;  let  us  settle  this  question 
before  we  adjourn  !"] 

Mr.  SIMS  declined  to  yield,  and  proceeded  to  say 
it  was  not  his  |iurpose  at  this  time  to  trouble  the 
House  with  an  argument  on  the  constitutional 
powers  of  Congress  over  internal  improvements. 

The  message  of  the  President  (he  said)  was  of 
a  peculiar  character,     it  arose   under  a  peculiar 
grant  of  power  to  the  President  under  the  Consti- 
tution, which  made  him,  if  not  a  part,  a  qnrm  part 
of  the  legislative  power  of  this  country.     The  ad- 
journment of  Congress  at  the  last  session  prevented 
him  from   returning  the   bill  with  his  objections; 
and  he  had  now  sent  in  his  objections  at  the  earliest 
practicable  moment.     Under  this  state  of  the  case, 
while  they  could   not  vote  ufion  the  bill,  Mr.  S. 
considered   that  it  would  be  pursuing  the  spirit  of 
the  Constitution   to   spread  the  objections  of  the 
President  upon  the  Journal,  and  the  House  could 
afterwards  determine  what  action  it  would   take 
I  on   the   subject.     He  moved,  therefore,  to  amend 
j  the   proposition    of  the  gentleman    from    Illinois, 
j  [Mr.  Wentwortii,]  so  as   to  provide  also   that 
I  this  message  be  spread  upon  the  Journal. 
j      The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  this  motion  was 
not  necessary,  as  the  message  of  course  would  go 
on  the  Journal. 
I      Mr.  SIMS  then  withdrew  the  motion. 
i      Mr.  SCHENCK  said,  he  did   not  know  that 
he  understood   distinctly   what   was  said   by  the 
Chair  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  [Mr. 
Sims,]   and  he  would    inquire,  therefore,  whether 
this  message  was  to  be  considered  in  the  character 
of  a  veto  message,  which  was  to  bespread  upon 
the  Journal,  and  to  require  the  subsequent  action 
'  of  the  House.' 

!      The  SPEAKER.     The  Chair  understands  from 
the  Clerk  there  are  various  precedents  in   which 
similar  messages  have  always  been  spread  upon 
the  Journal. 
I      Mr.  SCHENCK.     I  question  whether  the  pre- 
I  cedents  are  to  be  followed,  and  whether  there  is 
,  not  some  mistake  about  the  precedents. 
I      The  SPEAKER.     The  Chair  would  state  to  the 
I  gentleman  from  Ohio,  that  all  messages  from  the 
I  President  of  the  United  States  are  spread  upon  the 
I  Journal. 

i  Mr.  SCHENCK.  So  they  are;  but  they  do  not 
j  go  there  to  require  the  sub.sequent  action  of  the 
!  House. 

1       Mr.  SCHENCK  then  proceeded  to  address  the 

House  at  some  length.     He  said:  The  paper  which 

has  just  been  jirc.sentcd  from  the  President  is  of  a 

character  so  anomalous,  that  it  is  not  to  be  won- 

i  dered  at,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  we  should  have  some 
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little  doubt  and  'discussion  t\s  to  the  most  appro- 
priate disposition  to  be  made  of  it.  It  is  no  veto 
message.  It  is  not  a  communication  contemplated 
to  be  made  by  the  Executive  to  Congress  under 
any  provision  ox-  clause  in  the  Constitution.  His 
objections  to  a  river  and  harbor  bill  passed  by  the 
Jast  Congress  are  made  the  pretext  for  sending  his 
views  here  now  to  us  in  this  shape — to  us,  a  dif- 
ferent Congress,  who  can  engage  in  no  legislation 
having  reference  to  that  bill.  And  yet  it  is  not 
hard  to  understand  the  intention  and  object  of  the 
President,  nor  why  such  a  message  is  sent  here, 
and  at  this  particular  time.  It  is  "  a  speech  from 
the  throne;"  very  literidly,  a  speech  from  the 
throne,  and  nothing  more  nor  less.  It  is  the  Ex- 
ecutive argument  against  internal  imf)rovements, 
elaborately  prepared,  and  then  conveniently  re- 
served until  some  fitting  occasion  should  present 
itself  when  that  subject  was  before  the  House 
for  debate.  If  there  had  been  any  doubt  about 
this  cunning  purpose  of  the  President,  it  was 
made  apparent  by  what  transpired  when  the  mes- 
sage was  brought  in.  One  gentleman,  among  the 
friends  of  the  Executive,  [Mr.  Thompson,  of 
Mississippi,]  understood  at  once  that  the  Private 
Secretary  was  charged  witli  the  delivery  of  some- 
thing which  "  lelated  to  the  subject-matter  now 
under  consideration,"  and  so  appealed  t )  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Woodwarb]  to 
yield  the  floor  to  Mr.  President.  And  when  some 
gentleman  from  this  side  of  the  House — my  neigh- 
bor from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Clingmav,]  I  be- 
lieve— remarked  that  the  communication  "  was 
nothing  upon  which  the  House  could  act,"  it  was 
very  significantly  replied,  and  so  loud  that  we 
could  none  of  us  avoid  hearing,  by  another  gen- 
tleman over  the  way,  that  it  "  was  something 
which  would  act  on  the  House,  though  !"  I  have 
no  doubt,  Mr.  Speaker,  but  that  gentleman  has 
construed  the  object  of  the  message  with  admirable 
accuracy.  Why,  sir,  in  the  Annual  Message  of 
the  President,  sent  to  us  last  week,  there  was  not 
one  word  to  bo  found  in  its  whole  protracted 
length — not  an- allusion,  1  think — to  the  subject  of 
rivers  and  harbors,  or  any  improvements  of  the 
country.  My  constituents,  ami  all  the  people  in 
the  great  interior  of  the  country,  will  be  dissatis- 
fied, if  not  astonished,  by  such  omission  of  atten- 
tion to  these  important  interests.  But  here  we 
have  the  explanation;  the  President  was  holding 
back  to  throw  in  his  argument  against  these  great 
interests  when  it  might  be  supposed  to  have  the 
most  effect,  and  he  makes  of  the  bill  of  last  ses- 
sion, ,which  he  refused  to  approve,  the  ,hook  to 
hang  that  argument  on.  His  friends  have  their 
cue  now.  These  are  the  orders  from  the  palace. 
But  will  tlie  independent  Democrats  of  the  North 
and  West  be  obedient  to  the  royal  behest?  •  Will 
it  "act"  upon  them?  We  siiall  see.  I  think 
not.. 

Considering  this,  then,  as  no  more  than  the  Ex- 
ecutive speech,  volunteered  in  the  course  of  this 
debate,  I  am  not  entirely  ]irepared  to  say  that  we 
should  raise  a  select  committee  to  consider  and 
report  upon  it.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Vinton]  makes 
that  proposition;  and  thegentieman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [iVIr.  Stewart]  suggests  that  such  a  commit- 
tee should  consist  of  one  member  from  each  Slate 
of  the  Union.  I  regret  to  feel  obliged  to  differ  from 
both  these  gentlemen.  I  doubt  if  such  considera- 
tion should  be  given  to  this  paper,  any  more  than 
we  would  dignify  in  that  way  any  other  argument 
made  in  the  progress  of  the  debate.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  message  should  take  the  ordinary 
course,  and  lie  upon  the  table,  when  there  is  no 
action  of  the  House  to  be  required  as  consequent 
upon  it.  I  have  no  objection  to  its  being  printed, 
provided  no  extra  copies  are  to  be  ordered.  Indeed 
1  wish  to  see  and  examine  it  further.  Let  us  have 
it  in  the  usual  shape  for  the  use  of  members.  As 
to  sending  out  a  reply  with  it  in  the  shape  of  a 
report,  if  that  were  even  necessary,  gentlemen  may 
be  sure  that  it  will  at  once  be  made  public  through 
the  newspapers,  either  in  its  entire  length,  or  in 
the  form  of  abstracts  of  its  contents,  in  cases 
where  editors  or  printers  cannot  accommodate  the 
whole  of  it.  For  inyself,  I  want  it  to  go  abroad 
and  be  read  by  the  people.  I  am  not  afraid  of  its 
influence,  nor  of  the  issue.?  it  makes  against  those 
interests  and  claims  of  the  country  which  it  attacks 
and  denounces. 

But  there  is  an  additional  reason  against  a  refer- 
ence to  a  select  committee,  in  the  pendsncy  of  the 
resolution  of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Vinton]  to  sub- 


stitute for  the  Committee  on  Commerce  tv/o  corn- 
mittees,  one  to  have  charge  of  foreign  commerce 
and  the  other  of  conmierce  among  the  States.  In 
case  of  such  separate  committees  being  formed,  the 
committee  on  commerce  among  the  States  wanld 
certainly  be  the  proper  and  appropriate  one  forthis 
reference. 

Let  me  say  a  word  here,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  to 
that  proposition  of  my  colleague.  He  moves  that 
the  present  Committee  on  Commerce  be  made  the 
committee  on  commerce  among  the  States,  and 
would  create  an  entirely  new  committee  for  foreign 
commerce.  At  a  proper  time,  I  shall  move  an 
amei;dment,  ))roviding  that  directly  the  reverse  be 
the  organization  and  arrangement  of  those  two 
cominittees;  that  the  committee  as  it  now  exists 
shall  be  the  committee  on  foreign  commerce,  and 
the  new  one  to  be  raised  the  committee  on  com- 
merce among  the  States.  I  find  cause  for  this  in 
the  constitution  of  tlie  present  committee,  without 
disparagement  of  the  ability  of  any  of  the  worthy 
and  honorable  gentlemen  who  compose  it.  Look- 
ing at  its  composition,  it  will  be  seen  that  it  is 
made  up  of  six  members  from  the  Atlantic  States, 
(some  of  them,  it  is  true,  not  immediately  on  the 
seaboard.)  one  from  the  extreme  Southwest,  and 
two  only  out  of  the  nine  from  the  West  proper. 
There  is,  in  fact,  found  upon  it  but  one  single  meni= 
ber  repiesenting  country  on  the  Mississippi,  the 
Missouri,  the  Ohio,  or  any  of  their  tributaries,  un- 
less, indeed,  fn  that  category  we  place  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Thibo- 
DEAtrx,]  who  has  heretofore  so  worthily  occupied 
a  place  on  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
whom  I  have  beftire  mentioned  ns  coming  from 
the  extreme  Southwest. 

But  to  the  message.  I  regret  that  I  did  not  hear 
it  more  distinctly  as  it  has  been  read  from  the 
Clerk's  desk.  It  struck  me,  as  far  as  I  was  able 
to  gather  anything  of  its  contents,  as  being  for  the 
most  part  a  serving  up  and  elaborate  presentation 
of  the  old  arguments  against  the  existence  of  any 
power  of  Congress  to  take  care  of  the  great  com- 
mercial and  interior  interests  of  the  country.  But 
it  certainly  contains  one  thing  that  I  heard,  which, 
ai3  far  as  I  know,  is  entirely  new.  We  liave  had 
various  tests  proposed,  from  time  to  time,  on  the 
part  of  those  opposed  to  internal  improvements, 
for  determining  whether  appropriations  from  the 
national  treasury  and  their  application  to  such 
objects  were  constitutional  or  not.  There  is  the 
c/^eHlica/ test  referred  to  to-day,  making  all  to  depend 
upon  the  feet  whether  the  waters  to  be  improved 
aresaltor  fresh.  Then,  coimected  with  that,iswhat 
I  would  call  the  ichlhyological  test,  whether  the  fish 
which  frequent  the  harbors  or  rivers,  where  you 
would  expend  your  money,  are  from  the  sea  or 
found  only  in  fresh  water.  There  is  a  meteorolo- 
gical test  sometimes  proposed,  to  be  found  by 
watching  the  course  of  the  tides  and  the  distance 
to  whicli  they  ascend;  and  General  Jackson,  less 
contracted  in  his  views  of  the  Constitution  than 
"  Young  Hickory,"  was  willing  to  expend  money 
freely  for  these  purposes,  so  only  that  it  should  all 
be  beTow  a  port  of  entry.  That  was  a  legislative 
test,  and  a  very  convenient  one  too,  inasmuch  as 
Congress  has  power  by  law  to  establish  a  port  of 
entry  wjjere  it  will,  even  though  it  should  be  at 
the  source  of  the  smallest  creek,  or  on  the  top  ridge 
of  the  Alleghany  mountains!  We  have  also  the 
giographicttl  test,  which  determines  the  constitution- 
ality of  a  work  upon  the  question  whether  it  lies 
within  a  State,  or  is  cut  by  the  dividing  line  of  two 
or  more.  And  I  know  not  how  many  more  of 
these  solvents  of  constitutional  doubts  and  difficul- 
ties there  may  be;  but  the  President  has  now  hit  on 
one  that  is  surely  a  novelty.  If  a  patent  is  to  be 
taken  out  for  the  discovery,  I  trust  that  no  one  will 
interfere  with  his  claim.  In  that  part  of  his  message 
which  seems  to  treat  of  the  definition  of  the  terms 
"v  river"  and  "  harbor,"  and  to  be,  as  far  as  I  could 
hear  and  understand,  a  sort  of  lecture  therefore  on 
the  elements  of  geography,  and  after  he  has  taken 
the  bold  ground  that  you  cannot  help  nature  at  all, 
can  make  no  improvements  in  aid  of  navigation, 
he  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  the  constitutional 
difficulty  is  here:  a  harbor  or  inlet  may  by  nature 
be  deep  enough  to  admit  a  scliooner,  but  then  you 
have  no  right  to  deepen  it  so  as  to  admit  ships  of 
heavier  burden;  and  there  is  no  power,  where  a 
boat  can  go  in,  to  do  anything  which  might  let  in 
a  schooner ! 

Flercafter,  then,  the  Constitution  is  to  be  meas- 
ured only  by  line  and  lead.     [A  laugh.]     A  ves- 


sel with  a  deep  keel  must  take  care  lest  it  run 
against  one  of  these  constitutional  shoals;  but  one 
jnf  your  Hat-bottomed  coasters  might  get  into  the 
same  harbor  and  ride  securely  under  the  protec- 
tion (.f  the  supreme  law,  the  great  organic  law  of 
the  United  States.  It  would  bother  gentlemen 
exceedingly,  1  think,  to  decide  the  character  and 
constitutional  privileges  of  one  of  those  centre- 
board vessels  to  be  found  on  the  lakes  and  in  the 
bays  on  the  Atlantic  coast,  in  which  the  Constitu- 
tion could  be  let  up  or  down  [laughter]  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  navigator.  Hereafter  all  vessels 
that  navigate  along  the  shores  of  the  United  States, 
whether  of  the  lakes  or  the  ocean,  instead  of  a 
chart,  should  be  provided  with  a  copy  of  this  mes- 
sage, and  your  man  in  the  bows,  as  in  the  approach 
to  land  he  comes  to  soundings,  must  heave  the 
lead  as  before;  but  instead  of  the  usual  sailor  cries, 
"  By  the  deep  six" — "  by  the  mark  five" — "  quar- 
ter less  four,''  must  cry,  „"  Con-sti-tu-tion-nl" — 
"  im-co>i-s<i-fn-Hon.-«/,"  as  he  measures  the  depth 
of  water  over  which  he  is  sailing  into  port.  [Gen- 
eral merriment.]  Then,-at  that  last  fearfiil  cry  of 
warning,  "  Put  your  helm  down  hard,"  will  shout 
Skipper  Polk.  And  so  will  not  only  your  little 
venturous  coaster,  but  the  ship  of  state  itself,  be 
saved  from  wreck  upon  the  shoals  of  the  Constitu- 
tion! It  will  be  no  objection,  I  suppose,  that  your 
constitutional  powers,  under  this  rule  of  naviga- 
tion, will  have  to  rise  and  fall  with  the  tide. 

Mr.  Sjieaker,  I  repeat  this  is  a  rare  and  new  test 
or  discovery  as  to  constitutional  appropriations; 
and  perhaps  there  may  be  in  this,  if  in  nothing 
else,  an  argument  for  sending  the  message  to  a 
select  committee.  Perhaps  further  examination 
will  lead  to  other  discoveries  of  views  equally 
novel  and  important. 

In  truth,  we  have  now  at  last  ascertained  what 
system  of  "  protection"  our  President,  and  those 
of  his  party  who  think  \vith  him,  are  willing  to 
favor.  Not  protection  by  providing  for  the  safety 
of  the  lives  and  the  property  of  the  people;  exposed 
to  the  perils  of  inland  or  seaboard  navigation,  any 
more  than  protection  of  their  labor  by  discrimina- 
ting legislation  on  another  subject;  but  the  snags, 
and  rocks,  and  sandbars  in  your  rivers,  the  bars 
which  obstruct  the  entrance  to  your  harbors, — all 
these  are  to  have  extended  over  them,  according  to 
this  modern  creed  of  Deinocratic  construction,  the 
protecting  regis  of  the  Constitution  ! 

I  might  say  something  here,  Mr.  Speaker,  on 
what  some  may  consider  a  slight  inconsistency  iu 
the  views  of  the  Executive,  who  finds  such  formid- 
al)ie,  such  insuperable  objections  to  expending  u 
single  dollar  for  works  of  improvement  at  home, 
and  for  the  development  of  the  great  resources  of 
our  country,  and  nevertheless  instructs  his  com- 
missioner in  Mexico  to  negotiate  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  Republic  (if  lie  can  find  any  there) 
to  secure  the  right  of  way  across  the  isthmus  of 
Tehuantepec.  "(Mr.  S.  said  he  hoped  he  pro- 
nounced the  name  of  the  place  correctly.)  We 
should  all  learn  better,  he  supposed,  when  we  get 
some  Mexican  representatives  here — not  such 
"Mexicans"  as  gentlemen  over  the  way  have 
sometimes  been  pleased  to  liint  at — but  real  Mex- 
icans, direct  from  the  "  Halls  of  the  Montozumas," 
coming  here  to  take  their  seats  in  a  Congress  of 
the  United  States.  They  would  perhaps  teach  us 
thick-tongued  Anglo-Saxons  to  give  due  utterance 
to  what  seem  now,  to  some  of  us,  very  strange 
and  hard  words.  And  he  was  more  particularly 
anxious  about  it,  as  he  enjoyed  the  distinguished 
honor  of  being  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  and,  for  aught  he  knew,  that 
part  of  the  message  might  yet  be  referred  to  that 
committee.  From  that  other  executive  light,  the 
second  officer  in  the  Government,  the  public  has 
learned  that  this  right  of  way  over  the  isthmus  is 
wanted,  for  the  purpose  of  digging  a  canal.  And 
now  here  is  a  President  who  cannot  let  our  little' 
coasting  vessels  go  along  the  shores  of  our  States 
without  a  risk  of  their  stranding  on  the  Constitu- 
tion, but  who  is  able  to  overleap  a  quarter  of  the 
continent  and  find  authority  to  dig  a  canal  to  con- 
nect the  waters  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans  ! 

And  now  a  word  about  one  of  those  other  tests 
of  the  constitutionality  of  works  of  into^rnal  im- 
provement. Some  decide  that  there  can  be  no  ap- 
propriation which  is  to  be  expended  on  any  work 
lying  entirely  within  the  limits  of  a  single  State. 
Such  work,  they  say,  is  necessarily  local.  Let 
me  meet  this  common  objection,  and  illustrate 
what  it  loads  to  by  one  or  two  plain  instances. 
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There  ia  the  proposed  canal  around  the  falls  at  the 
Sault  Ste.  Marie.  As  the  settlements  on  Lake 
Superior  increase,  and  the  great  mineral  wealth  * 
that  region  is  more  and  more  made  available,  there 
is  no  improvement  so  short  and  easy  of  construc- 
tion as  a  ship  canal  at  that  point,  which  would 
so  immensely  affect  the  interests  of  a  large  section 
of  this  Union.  It  is  not  only  New  York,  Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio,  ivlichigan,  and  the  country  gen- 
erally )iear  the  lower  lakes,  that  is  to  be  benefited 
\>y  such  a  work,  but  through  them  all  the  com- 
merce of  the  East,  the  West,  and  the  whole  coun- 
try. All  will  be  deeply  interested  in  clearing  from 
obstruction  and  keeping  open  any  such  great  ave- 
nue of  trade  and  travel.  And  yet  that  coiitem- 
])lated  work  lies  all  within  the  State  of  Michigan, 
and  would  be  termed  local,  and  not  within  the 
purview  of  national  legislation  and  appropriation. 
And  there,  also,  is  the  canal  around  tlie  falls  of  the 
Ohio.  It  lies  only  in  Kentucky,  cuttino-  no  divi- 
ding line  of  States.  But  the  whole  Mississippi 
valley  is  deeply  interested  in  that  work;  and  the 
Mississippi  valley  is  the  granary  of  the  Union. 
Every  barrel  of  Hour  or  of  jiork,  every  pound  of 
tobacco  or  of  hemp,  and  all  the  rich  productions 
whicli  float  down  the  Ohio  from  upper  Kentucky 
and  Indiana,  Jj-om  Ohio,  Virginia,  and  Pennsylva- 
nia, pay  tribute  to  that  canal.  The  tariff  of  tolls 
imposed  there  is  laid  upon  every  package  of  all  the 
vast  amount  of  merchandise  ascending  to  the  up- 
per country;  upon  all  the  sugar,  cotton,  and  other 
staples  of  the  South.  Is  not  the  people  of  the 
whole  wide  country,  as  well  as  every  farmer  and 
trader  in  the  interior  States,  interested  in  having 
that  channel  of  commerce  made  a  free  national 
thoroughfare?  Then  the  navigable  waters  of  the 
Maumee  river  and  bay,  in  Northwestern  Ohio,  they 
say,  mustnot  be  improVed,  because  lyingaltogelher 
■within  the  limits  of  my  State.  Yet,  if  tb.e  lines  of 
the  States  into  which  the  Northwestern  Territory 
was  divided  had  been  run  east  and  west,  instead 
of  north  and  south,  as  they  are;  or  if  the  border 
difficulty  between  Ohio  and  Michigan  had  been 
settled  otherwise  than  it  was,  improvements  there 
would  have  been  perfectly  constitutional.  And 
yet,  in  one  case  as  in  the  other,  the  same  popula- 
tion, the  same  country,  the  same  interests  would 
be  affected  and  benefited  by  the  improvement. 
Why,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  one  sense  every  work  of 
internal  improvement  may  be  said  to  be  local. 
There  is  no  disputing  the  truism,  that  every  river, 
every  canal,  every  road,  every  harbor  and  bay, 
must  be  somewhere.  But  these  things  must  be 
considered  in  their  connections,  and  in  relation  to 
the  extent  of  country  and  population  to  be  affected 
by  them.  That  is  the  true  lest;  and,  if  considered 
in  that  light,  they  are  nalionul  in  their  character. 
I  know  of  no  more  Judicious  and  wholesome  use 
of  tlie  treasure  of  the  nation  than  to  foster,  en- 
courage, and  provide  for  them.  Of  this  nationality 
of  a  work,  or  an  appropriation.  Congress  must  at 
last  be  the  judge.  It  is  the  same  sort  of  discretion 
which  they  must  exercise  in  every  other  instance 
of  the  use  of  power  conferred  upon  the  legisla- 
tive department;  and  I  am  sure  there  is  nothing  to 
be  justly  called  latitudinarian  or  dangerous  in  the 
opinion,  as  applied  to  this  or  any  kindred  sub- 
ject. 

Sir',  I  have  no  wish,  sti-ongly  as  I  favor  this  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvements,  to  see  appropria- 
tions made  for  any  buT  what  1  deem  to  be  works 
of  really  national  importance  and  interest.  Nei- 
ther do  I  desire  to  see  the  interests  of  the  East 
and  the  West  or  the  South  separated,  or  treated 
as  if  antagonistic  to  each  other.  On  the  contrary, 
1  deprecate  any  such  feelings. 

What  I  have  said  of  rivers  and  harbors,  api)lies 
equally  to  roads  and  canals — if  only  they  be 
shov/n  to  be  works  propcr'for  national  consider- 
ation and  undertaking.  I  aiu  not  one  of  those 
other  modern  con.structioni.-fts  who  believe  that  the 
Constitution  is  not  ampliibiou.s.  It  has  life  and 
energy  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  country 
on  land  aw  well  as  on  water — on  the  great  table 
lands  of  the  interior,  as  well  as  along  the  seacoast, 
the  shores  of  lakes,  or  the  channels  of  rivers. 

1  would  contract  no  debt  for  these  work.s.  My 
colleague  [Mr.  Vts-TOM]  has,  with  his  usual  abil- 
ity, triumphantly  answered  that  portion  of  the 
mcssau^o  in  which  the  President  charges  that  if  the 
Bystem  of  improvenicnts  had  been  pursued,  us 
conduct(;d  under  former  Administrations,  the  coini- 
iry  would  now  have  been  involved  in  a  debt  of 
two  hundred  niillions.  It  wa.s  most  clearly  proved 


that  there  has  never  been  a  party  favoring  inter- 
nal improvements,  who  were  willing  to  borrow 
money  for  comlucting  them.  Nor  is  the  position 
shaken  by  the  reply  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Bayly.]  He  instances  the  course  of 
the  several  Slates,  and  says  that  they  borrowed 
money,  expencfed  it  in  improvements,  and  became 
overwhelmed  in  debt,  and  in  some  cases  were 
brought  to  repudiation.  Let  me,  in  passing,  here 
remark,  as  I  do  most  proudly,  that  that  charge 
can  never  attach  to  my  own  State.  Although  Ohio 
has  been  among  the  foremost  in  great  works  of 
internal  improvement,  and  has  contracted  debt  for 
that  purpose,  she  has  paid  the  interest  always  on 
her  bonds  with  entire  punctuality  and  untarnished 
honor,  and  provides  also  a  sinking  fund  to  dis- 
charge, as  It  shall  be  due,  the  principal  ;  and  her 
people  are  ready  to  submit  to  any  burden  of  tax- 
ation which  may  be  necessary  to  keep  up  her  fair 
fame.  But  the  gentlemai\froin  Virginia  says  that 
because  the  States  so  in.volved  themselves,  the 
General  Government  must  have  done  the  same; 
and  by  that  proposition  he  would  sustain  the 
President's  assertion.  Th;!t  is,  i/^the  United  States 
had  borrowed  money  and  gone  in  debt,  why  tlren 
they  would  have  been  in  debt. 

But  the  gentleman  fro^m  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Rsiett]  is  alarmed  at  the  suggestion  that  a  com- 
mittee of  this  House — or  a  home  departnient,  if 
one  should  l:e  established — might  engage  in  the 
collection  of  slati.9tics  with  a  view  to  these  internal 
improvements.  And  what  if  that  should  be  done.'' 
It  is  but  collecting  information  upon  which  to  le- 
gislate understandingly.  There  is  no  cause  to  fear 
that  inquisition  which  he  apprehends..  There 
needs  no  domiciliary  visits  to  learn  the  resources  of 
a  country,  its  productions,  its  wants,  the  elements 
of  its  ti-ade  and  prosperity.  If  the  power  to  regu- 
late commerce  an^ong  the  States  is  in  Congress — 
and  it  cannot  be  denied,  for  there  it  stands  record- 
ed and  granted  in  terms  in  the  Constitution — then 
all  the  power  to  collect  the  necessary  information 
for  acting  wisely  in  the  exercise  of  such  power 
follows  as  a  necessary  incident.  It  is  so  in  other 
things.  At  this  very  time,  and  for  two  or  thiee 
years  past,  the  President  has  under  appointment, 
and  in  the  employ  of  Government,  at  least  two  par- 
tics —  one  under  the  direction,  I  remember,  of  Dr. 
Dale  Owen — making  a  topographical  survey  of  the 
lands  in  the  far  West — in  that  new  proposed  Terri- 
tory of  Minesota,  and  the  great  wilderness  south 
of  Lake  Superior.  Why  are  they  there,  and  how 
engaged.'  They  are  ascertaining  the  heights  of 
mountains,  the  qualities  of  soil,  seeking  for  beds  of 
ore,  and  studying  the  geological  formation,  as  well 
as  the  external  features  of  that  wild  and  distant 
part  of  the  public  domain.  We  have  had  through 
the  Executive,  and  are  still  to  have7reports  of  their 
proceedings.  I  rnake  no  objection  to  it.  Cut 
whence  came  such  power  in  the  Executive,  or  in 
any  department  of  this  Government,  as  would  au- 
thorize expeditions  of  this  kind  .'  We  have  power 
to  legislate,  and  the  President  has  power  to  act,  in 
reference  to  the  proper  management  and  disposi- 
tion of  the  public  lands.  I)1  order  to  legislate 
wisely  and  judiciously,  and  to  manage  these  lands 
properly,  it  is  required  to  have  information  in  re- 
gard to  them,  their  .situation,  character,  and  quality. 
The  procuring  by  such  means  this  information  is 
incident  to  action  on  the  main  subject.  But  these 
are  "statistics"  of  which  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  has  such  dread.  Why,  sir,  it  would 
seem  as  if  that  gentleman  could  see  in  each  one  of 
these  innocent  surveyors  and  scientific  gentlemen, 
as  he  trudges  through  the  swamps  out  there,  or 
climbs  the  hill  sides,  with  his  barometer  swung  at 
his  back,  an  armed  enemy  of  our  country;  and 
when  one  of  them,  in  his  geological  researches,  goes 
pecking  with  his  little  hammer  among  the  rocks 
and  stones  to  see  whether  he  finds  gneiss,  or  sand- 
stone, or  lime,  he  frightens  a  strict  constructionist 
as  if  he  were  battering  away  at  the  foundations  of 
our  constitutional  liberty  ! 

I  understand,  Mr.  Speaker,  too,  that  this  Presi- 
dent, so  squeamish  about  constitutional  powen, 
has  sent  a  party  of  naval  officers  to  survey,  explore, 
iuid  l)ring  home  a  report  of  the  character  and  pecu- 
liarities of  the  shores  and  waters  of  the  Dead  Sea! 
Well,  it  may  be  all  right;  but  where  gets  he  power 
for  that?  He  cannot  find  warrant,  it  seems,  for 
.surveying  one  of  our  own  magnificent  lakes.  If 
it  be  not  altogether  CAuixotic,  it  would  seem  that 
h«  must  have  some  other  object  than  the  purposes 
of  commerce  or  navigation  in  view  in  sucli  an  ex- 


pedition: perhaps  he  has  heard  of,  and  Iiunts  for 
those  Dead  Sea  fruits,  which  we  are  told  look  fair 
to  the  eye,  but  turn  to  ashes  on  the  lip,  like  many 
of  the  fruits  of  the  modern  Detnocmcy  which  he 
professes. 

All  the  powers  needed  for  works  of  improve- 
ment, says  the  President  are  with  the  States,  and 
by  them  only  should  be  exercised,  if  at  all,  how- 
ever national  the  object.  And,  as  I  understand  the 
argument,  he  seeks  to  prove  the  efficiency  as  well 
as  the  propriety  of  this  State  system,  as  opposed 
to  the  exercise  of  any  power  by  Congress,  by 
pointing  to  the  examples  of  Virginia  and  South 
Carolina  and  other  States,  whose  legislation  for 
such  purposes  he  cites.  Sir,  1  wish  to  say  nothing 
disparaging  of  any  State,  old  or  new;  to  make  x\a 
invidious  comjiarisons.  But  it  will  surprise,  I 
know,  the  people  of  the  West  if  we  are  to  under- 
stand that  the  President  means  to  enforce  his  view 
of  the  better  plan  and  system  of  improvement  by 
the  example  of  Virginia,  for  instance.  God  bless 
the  Old  Dominion  !  .She  is  identified  with  much 
of  the  best  history  of  our  common  country,  and  I 
wish  her  all  jorosperity;  but  we  can  hardly  be  per- 
suaded to  take  her,  with  her  abstractions  upon 
these  great  questions,  and  her  practical  working 
under  them,  as  our  guide.  There  is  not  a  State  in 
the  Union  more  blessed  by  Heaven  with  abund-ance 
of  natural  resources  for  prosperity;  but  we  cannot 
regard  her  as  an  instance  of  the  best  development 
of  those  resources  in  her  institutions  and  public 
works.  Perhaps  it  may  be  that  we  ai-e  too  utili- 
tarian in  my  part  of  the  country.  Born  in  the 
W^t,  and  educated  with  the  habits  of  thought 
which  prevail  there,  it  may  be  that  I  regard  to0 
highly  a  spirit  of  progressive  energy,  stimulating 
to  the  development  and  improvement  of  all  the 
capacities  of-  our  country  and  people,  and  leaning  . 
to  the  most  liberal  construction  of  the  powers  of 
the  General  Government.  The  Virginian  may  be 
wiser  who  prefers  to  sit  down  and  indulge  rather 
in  speculation  upon  and  opposition  to  the  exercise 
of  what  he  conceives  to  be  doubtful  powers.  His 
political  emblem,  perhaps,  should  be  Memory, 
looking  back  upon  the  past,  and  thus,  with  eye 
averted  from  her  path,  running  a  hazard  of  blun- 
dering as  she  advances.  I  confess  that  I  prefer,^ 
for  my  State,  that  more  cheerful  goddess  Hope, 
who  gazes  eagerly  into  the  future,  and  cares  little 
for  the  past,  except  as  it  may  afford  firm  ground 
from  which  to  leap  again  and  more  vigorously  for- 
ward . 

PROPOSITION  CONCERNING  MEXICO. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  asked  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  present  and 
have  printed  certain  resolutions  which  he  intends 
to  offer. 

Objections  were  made,  but  the  resolutions  were 
re;ad  as  follows: 

Whrrras  tills  Oonfcdoracy  was  tbrmed  for  tlie  establish- 
ing  a  perfect  union,  and  promoliiig  tlie  general  welfare,  it 
becomes  those  who  are  intrusted  with  regulating  the  Gnv- 
enimint  so  to  direct  its  movements  as  to  perfect  that  uniou 
and  advance  that  welfare. 

And  whereas  tlio  prosperity,  fclicily,  safety,  perhaps  ixa- 
tionrd  existence,  is  involved  in  the  invasive  war  we  are  now 
prosecniing  against  our  sister  Republic  of  Mexico,  this  im- 
ptirtant  consideration  should  lead  us  to  the  adoption  of  such 
measures  as  may  result  in  doing  .jtisliee  to  Mexico,  and  pro- 
moting the  lasting  welfare  of  the  United  States.  There- 
fore—  . 

Be  it  resolved.  That  it  is  inexpedient  for  the  United  States 
Govorninont  so  to  use  its  conquests  as  to  exlinauish  the  na- 
tional existence  of  Mexico,  hut  so  to  avail  itself  of  the  vic- 
tories it  has  achieved,  as  to  establish  by  treaty  stipulations 
a  lasting  peace  with  Mexico,  upon  the  basis  of  nil  entire 
free  trade  brtwocn  the  two  Republics,  such  as  exist  l>etween 
the  sevcnil  States  of  this  Union. 

Resolvcil,  That  we  agree  to  recede  all  the  territory  we 
have  taken  from  Mexico  beyond  the  Kio  Grande,  upon  the 
condition  that  our  oitizens  have  free  ingress  and  egress  into 
New  Mexico  and  Upper  California  ;  the  pri\ilege  of  hold- 
ing land  and  exercising  their  religion,  and  of  carrying  on 
trade  as  fully  as  any  of  the  Mexican  citizens  of  those  prov- 
inces. 

Resolved,  That  a  furlhcr  condition  be  the  right  of  entry  and 
departure  of  our  shipping,  both  national  and  domestic,  into 
and  from  the  Mexican  ports  as  unrestricted  as  in  the  ports 
of  the  United  Stales,  with  all  the  rights  of  brealdng  hutk. 
Hiking  in  and  discharging,  purchasing  and  selling  of  eargoei, 
as  in  our  own  ports. 

Resnlrcil,  furt/icr,  That  we  stipulate  for  a  right  of  con- 
Ptructiiig  a  railroad  from  the  ITniled  .States  to  the  hatbor 
of  San  Uiego,  and  to  any  town  in  New  iMexico  or  Califor- 
nia. 

Resnivril,  That  it  is  expedient  to  keep  possession  o(  the 
Casili'  (if  San  Jiiaii  de  Uliia  as  a  hostage  to  the  fullihnent  of 
the  sti|inlatioii  above  n^eiteil. 

The  objections  were  insisted  upon,  and,  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  SciiKNCK  prevailing, 
The  House  adjourned. 
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IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  December  16,  1847. 

Mr.  MANGUM  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  John  McPherson  Berrien,  elected  a  Sen- 
ator of  the  United  States  from  the  State  of  Georgia 
for  the  term  of  six  years  from  and  after  the  4tli 
day  of  March,  1647;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  having  taken  the  oath  of  office, 
■which  was  administered  to  him  by  the  Vice 
President,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  re.solution  of 
the  Senate  of  the  9th  instant,  a  report  from  the 
colonel  of  the  Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers, 
with  a  copy  of  notes  of  the  military  recotnioissance 
of  the  route  from  Fort  Leavenworth,  in  Missouri, 
to  San  Diego,  in  California,  by  Lieutenant  Wil- 
•  liam  H.  Emory,  of  the  Topographical  Engineers, 
with  the  map  of  the  said  route,  and  of  the  Arkan- 
sas, Del  Norte,  and  Gila  rivers;  as  also  the  report 
of  Colonel  Philip  St.  George  Cook's  route  to  Cal- 
ifornia, after  diverging  from  the  track  of  General 
Kearny. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  they  be  printed.     ' 

Mr.  PEARCE  then  submitted  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  one  thousand  additional  copies  of  the 
notes  of  a  military  reeonnoissance  from  Fort  Leavenworth 
to  San  niego,  by  Lieutenant  Wilham  H.'  Emory,  and  of 
Colonel  Conk's  report,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate; 
and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  directed  to  cause  to 
be  engraved  or  lithographed  an  equal  number  of  the  map 
accompanying  Lieutenant  Emory's  report,  and  such  of  the 
botanical,  scological,  and  other  illustrations  as  the  |||om- 
mittee  on  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  tlie  Senate  may  ap- 
prove and  direct. 

The  resolution  was  laid  over,  under  the  rule,  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  mover. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENTlaid  before  the  Senate 
a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  made  in 
pursuance  of  the  20th  section  of  the  act  of  the  26th 
of  August,  1842,  showing  the  disbursements  from 
the  contingent  fund  of  t4ie  Senate  for  the  year  end- 
ing December  4,  1847;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  also  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  a  town  meet- 
ing, held  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  on  the  11th  of 
December,  1847,  in  reference  to  the  existing  war 
with  Mexico;  which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourn  it  be  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  HUNTER  gave  notice  that  at  an  early  day 
he  would  ask  leave  of  the  Senate  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  equitable  commis- 
sions to  the  agents  or  attorneys  of  persons  in  whose 
favor  awards  have  been  made  under  three  several 
treaties  between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
Powers;  which  awards  have  been  retained  in  the 
treasury  in  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  United 
States. 

REPORT  OF  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Atherton,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  finances  be  referred  to  the  Comniittee  on 
Finance,  except  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  reduction 
and  graduation  in  the  price  of  the  public  lands  and  the  exten- 
sion of  the  preemption  privilege,  and  to  the  mineral  lands; 
which  is  hereby  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 
and  except  so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  military  land  war- 
-  rants  and  certificatetJ,  which  is  hereby  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  :  and  except  so  much  thereof  as 
relates  to  the  donation  of  farms  in  Oregon  to  actual  settlers 
and  emigrants,  and  the  grant  of  school  secti(i>is ;  which  is- 
liereby  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories :  and  ex- 
cept so  much  thereof  as  relates  to  the  light-house  system, 
and  the  warehousing  system,  and  to  the  establishment  of 
ports  of  entry  in  Oregon;  which  is  hereby  referred  to  the 
Conunittee  on  Commerce.      • 

Mr.  BREESE  moved  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjourn;  but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  FOOTE. 

THE  LATE  SENATOR  SPEIGHT, 

Mr.  FOOTE  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  as 
follows: 

Mr.  President:  A  few  days  since,  we  were 
called  upon  to  assume  the  customary  badges  of 
mournful  respect  in  honor  of  a  deceased  Senator 
from  Connecticut;  and  now,  whilst  the  sentiment 
of  fraternal  grief  is  yet  warm  in  our  bosoms,  and 
the  tokens  of  sorrowing  afl'ection  are  still  visible 
upon  our  persons,  it  has  become  necessary  that  I 
should  give  renewed  pain  to  the  sensibilities  of 
Senators  by  passing  in  review  before  them  anotiier 
disjicnsation  of  Divine  Providence,  which,  since 


the  last  annual  assemblage  in  this  Hall,  has  de- 
prived the  National  Legislature  of  an  upright  and 
efficient  member,,  the  State  of  Mississippi  of  a 
faithful  and  approved  political  agent,  and  myself 
of  a  most  worthy  and  esteemed  colleague.  The 
Hon.  Jesse  Speight  died  at  his  own  residence,  in 
theState  of  Mississippi,  on  Saturday,  the  first  day 
of  May  last,  after  a  long  and  painful  illness,  which 
came  upon  him  here,  whilst  arduously  engaged  in 
the  extraordinary  labors  of  the  last  Congress,  and 
which  continued  to  oppress  him  sorely  for  several 
months,  until  at  last  he  sunk  into  that  grave  where 
now  quietly  repose  all  that  was  mortal  of  the  pa- 
triot, the  philanthropist,  and  the  statesman.  I 
shall  not  attempt,  on  this  occasion,  to  deliver  a 
formal  and  elaborate  eulogy  upon  my  lamented 
friend,  feeling  that  I  shall  best  .display  the  real 
respect  which  I  entertain  for  the  well-known  re- 
piiblican  simplicity  of  his  own  tastes  by  confining 
myself  to  concise  and  unostentatious  delineation  of 
his  life  and  character. 

Jesse  Speight  was  born  in  the  county  of  Greene, 
and  State  of  North  Carolina,  a  few  years  anterior 
to  the  close  of  the  last  century,  where  he  continued 
uninterruptedly  to  reside,  until  his  remo%'al  to  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  in  the  year  1837.  Prior  to 
his  migration  from  the  State  of  his  nativity,  he 
had  officiated  as  a  member  of  her  Legislature,  and 
had  likewise  supplied  material  aid  in  the  reforma- 
tion of  her  organic  law,  as  a  prominent  member  of 
the  convention  which  assembled  for  that  purpose 
in  the  year  1837.  Before  leaving  North  Carolina, 
he  had  represented  one  of  the  congressional  dis- 
tricts of  that  ancient  Commonvi'ealth  in  the  other 
wing  of  this  Capitol  for  four  consecutive  terms, 
closing  on  the  3d  of  March,  1837;  and  I  am  as- 
sured that  his  whole  political  conduct  at  that  criti- 
cal period  of  our  national  history  was  eminently 
creditable  to  himself  and  satisfactory  to  his  con- 
stituents. After  his  removal  to  the  V/est,  he 
successively  represented  a  most  intelligent  and 
patriotic  constituency,  first  in  one  brancli  of  our 
State  Legislature,  and  then  in  the  other,  and  pre- 
siding over  both,  at  different  times,  with  such 
distinguished  success  as  greatly  to  elevate  his 
character  as  a  public  man,  and  multiply  the  num- 
ber of  his  admirers.  From  the  presidency  of  the 
Mississippi  Senate,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  u-pon 
this  fioor,  where  he  acted  under  the  daily  and 
hourly  inspection  of  those  in  whose  presence  I 
now  speak;  and  I  trust  that  I  shall  not  be  deemed 
by  any  Senator  who  hears  me  at  all  extravagant, 
when  I  assert,  that  my  lamented  colleague,  whilst 
connected  with  this  body,  gave  constant  evidence 
of  his  possessing  a  sound,  acute,  and  practical 
intellect;  habits  of  persevering  industry  seldom 
surpassed;  inflexible  honesty  of  purpose;  a  mag- 
nanimity of  soul,  which  held  him  ever  in  readi- 
ness for  the  performance  of  generous  and  noble 
deeds,  and  which  equally  saved  him,  at  all  times, 
from  the  least  participancy  in  aught  that  could  be 
recognized  as  little,  or  sordid,  or  illiberal.  He 
was  blessed  with  unusual  sweetness  and  uniformity 
of  temper;  and  the  unceremoniou.s  cordiality  of  his 
manners  rendered  his  society  particularly  agreeable 
and  attractive.  In  domestic  life,  he  was  strikingly 
amiable  and  exemplary;  and  his  untimely  decease 
has  brought  sorrow  and  disappointment  to  kind 
and  innocent  hearts,  which  his  living  presence 
never  failed  to  inspire  with  sentiments  of  buoyant 
hope  and  elastic  gladness  of  spirit. 

Mr.  P.  concluded  by  offering  the  following  reso- 
lutions; which  were  unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  Senate,  from  a  desire  to 
exhiliit  a  profound  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  Hon. 
Jesse  Speight,  late  a  member  thereof,  will  go  into  mourn- 
ing by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That,  as  an  additional  mark  of  respect  for  the 
memory  of  the  Hon.  Jesse  Speight,  the  Senate  do  now  ad- 
journ. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  inform  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives thereof. 

Whereupon,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
►  Thursday,  December  16,  1847. 

The   Jflurnal   of  yesterday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 
*  RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  Speaker  announced  the  special  order  of  the 
day,  being  the  report  heretofore  made  by  Mr.  C. 
J.  Ingersoi.l,  from  the  Select  Committee  on  Rules. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  said,  th£),t  upon  consultation 
with  members  of  the  committee,  it  had  been  agreed 


that  the  special  order  should  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. He  therefore  made  that  motion.  And 
the  question  having  been  taken  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  the  special  order  was  postponed  ac- 
cordingly. 

MAIL  CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  BOTTS  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  authorizing 
and  directing  the  Postmaster  General  to  renew  the 
contract  with  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg,  and 
Potomac  Railroad  and  Steamboat  Company,  for 
the  transportation  of  the  great  northern  and  south- 
ern mail  betvv'een  Washington  and  Richmond;  and 
was  about  to  address  the  House  on  the  subject, 
when 

Mr.  G.  S.  HOUSTON  inquired  if  it  was  in  or- 
der to  do  so? 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  at  the  adjourn- 
ment yesterday,  a  question  was  pending  which 
could  only  be  set  aside  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  BOTTS  was  satisfied,  if  the  Plouse  would 
permit  him  to  make  a  brief  explanation,  that  no 
objection  would  be  made  to  the  consideration  of 
his  resolution,  which  was  on  a  subject  in  which 
they  were  all  deeply  interested. 

Mr.  G.  S.  HOUSTON  called  for  the  orders  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  BOTTS  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to  move 
a  suspension  of  the  rules? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  tliat  it  was  not,  the 
pending  question  being  that  which  was  before  the 
House  at  the  adjournment  yesterday. 

VETO  OF  THE  RIVER  AND  HARBOR  BILL. 

The  House  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  said  message — 

Mr.  PETTIT,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
said  that  he  wished  to  detain  the  House  only  for 
a  short  time.  To  reason  was  the  province  of  man. 
To  reason  righdy,  indicates,  in  the  first  place,  -a 
well-formed  intellect;  and,  in  the  second  place,  a 
highly-cultivated  and  improved  one.  But  to  ad- 
here pertinaciously  to  those  opinions  which  were 
formed  early  in  life,  closing  the  mind  to  the  light 
of  experience,  was  characteristic  of  the  dogmatist, 
and  was  unworthy  of  an  intelligent  being.  The 
position  which  he  occupied  on  the  question  involv- 
ed in  this  message,  was  to  him  an  unpleasant  one; 
for,  of  all  things,  it  was  most  pleasant  for  him  to 
agree  with  those  with  whom  he  desired  to  agree — - 
with  those  of  whose  course  he  had  an  intense  and 
ardent  desire  to  approved  Nothing  but  the  stern- 
est dictates  of  duty — settled,  as  he  thought,  on 
well-founded  considerations — had  brought  him  to 
differ  from  the  conclusions  and  reasonings  of  the 
message  under  consideration.  If  any  one  man 
more  than  another  had  ardently  wished  and  labo- 
riously exerted  himself  to  bring  into  power  the 
present  incumbent  o£.the  Executive  chair,  he  might 
claim  that  for  himself,  though  probably  he  had  not 
labored  so  effectually  as  some  others.  Nor  was 
there  any  member  of  this  House  that  more  cor- 
dially agreed  with  the  Administration  in  all  its 
prominent  measures  than  he  did.  That  distinc- 
tion he  might  also  claim  for  himself;  and  he  cor- 
dially concurred  with  the  Administration  in  its 
measures  in  regard  to  our  commercial  relations, 
our  impost  duties,  the  tariff  law  of  1846,  and  the 
annexation  of  Texas.  There  was  no  man  there 
that  would  give  a  heartier  and  more  cordial  sup- 
port to  the  war  which  we  are  and  have  been  wa- 
ging, and  which  thus  far  had  resulted  to  the  glory 
of  our  arms  and  the  honor  of  our  country.  In 
these  things  he  was  an  ardent  and  consistent  sup- 
porter of  the  Administration.  Others  might  claim 
for  themselves  a  devotion  to  some  particular  mea- 
sure, or  to  some  distinctive  policy  of  the  country; 
but  he  claimed  for  himself  to  be  a  supporter  of  the 
Administration  in  all  its  prominent  measures.  He 
had  laboriously  defended  them,  and  pertinaciously 
adhered  to  them  from  a  consciousness  of  their 
being  right;  and  it  was  from  these  considerations, 
and  this  course  of  reasoning,  that  he  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  to  differ  from  the  argument 
contained  in  this  message.  Here  was  a  sub- 
ject which,  of  all  others,  was  deeply  interest- 
ing to  liis  constituents;  duty,  therefore,  imposed 
on  him  the  necessity  frankly  and  boldly  to 
make  known  to  the  country  what  his  views  ' 
were.  But  allegations  aitd  assertions  did  not 
amount  to  arguments  and  reasons.  Dogmas,  how 
often  soever  uttered,  could  never  have  the  force  of 
truth.  What,  then,  were  the  conclusions  of  this 
message?  It  htul  been  said  by  some  that  they  were 
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debating  this  message  in  the  (lark.  Perhaps  he 
had  heard  as  much  of  this  message  as  others,  and 
perhaps  from  that  source,  and  information  obtain- 
ed from  others,  lie  had  as  good  an  understanding 
of  it  as  any  other  gentleman;  and,  if  he  understood 
the  arguments  and  conclusions  of  this  message,  it 
was  now  for  the  first  time  that  the  Executive  gave 
to  Congress  a  total  denial  of  the  power — of  the 
power  of  either  House,  or  of  the  two  Houses  com- 
bined, or  of  the  General  Government  in  all  ils 
branciies — to  make  any  improvements  whereby 
the  commerce  of  the  country  should  be  protected 
from  the  billows  and  breakers,  and  transported  in 
safety.  He  understood  the  position  assumed  by 
the  President  was,  that  such  power  did  not  exist 
in  the  General  Government.  Once  he  had  under- 
stood the  President  of  these  United  States  to  be  in 
favor  of  improving  salt-water  harbors  on  the  At- 
lantic and  our  great  rivers,  and  erecting  light-houses 
for  the  guidance  of  mariners  and  the  protection  of 
our  commerce.  That  ]iower,  however,  was  now 
denied  by  this  message,  as  he  understood,  not  only 
in  the  interior,  but  on  the  seaboard  also.  Such  he 
understood  to  be  the  conclusions  of  this  message; 
such  were  its  objects  and  allegations.  ,He  (Mr.  P.) 
was  not  in  favor  of  ft  wild  and  extravagant  system 
of  improvements.  He  who  would  attempt  such  a 
system  would  act  rashly  and  imprudently;  but  to 
deny  the  right  to  make  any  improvements  was  to 
deny  a  right  which  was  inalienable.  He  yester- 
day heard  a  well-known  shrill  voice  argue  on  this 
subject,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  there  was  no 
distinction  drawn  between  jiower  and  prudence — 
between  a  right  and  the  ability  to  exercise  that 
right.  He  desired  here  to  draw  that  distinction, 
and,  in  commenting  on  this  message,  lie  should 
use  no  fnibittered  language  towards  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  He  wished  to  exercise  an 
unrestricted  reason,  and  the  right  to  reason  with 
equal  freedom  he  readily  yielded  to  others. 

He  did  not  understand  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  admit  that  any  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion gave  them  this  power.  The  President  took 
tlie  ground  in  utter  defiance  of  such  power,  and 
denied  its  existence  at  all.  He  sent  in  his  veto  a 
year  ;igo,  based  on  the  principle  of  public  policy — 
the  want  of  money — all  the  resources  of  this  Gov- 
ernment being  required  for  the  ])roper  and  prudent 
management  of  the  war  with  Mexico;  and,  if  the 
President  had  now  assigned  that  as  a  reason  for 
not  giving  his  assent  to  this  bill,  he  (Mr.  P.)  would 
liave  listened  to  him  with  deference.  But  when 
the  President  told  them  tiiat  they  had  not  the  pow- 
er to  clear  out  an  inlet  or  improve  a  harbor,  he 
begged  leave  to  say  that  he  differed  from  the  Pres- 
ident. 

He  did  not  agree  with  gentlemen  who  had  taken 
part  in  this  debate  who  had  asserted  the  right,  un- 
der the  clause  conferring  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce, to  make  artificial  channels  of  communica- 
tion. They  had  the  power  to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations  and  between  the  States;  and 
the  gentleman  from  South  Caiolina  [Mr.  Rhett] 
yesterday  took  thegroimd  that  this  power  did  not 
confer  the  authority  to  regulate  commerce,  unless 
it  passed  from  one  Slate  to  another.  That  gentle- 
man said  that  every  vessel  on  these  rivers  and  the 
Atlantic,  of  twenty  tons  burden,  must  be  registered. 
Xow  take  an  illustration.  If  a  vessel  of  a  hundred 
tons  sailed  fi'om  Louisville  to  Maysville,  in  Ken- 
tucky, not  touching  Ohio  at  all,  tliat  need  not  be 
iTgisiered,  according  to  the  act  of  Congress.  So, 'if 
tlicy  passed  from  Cleveland  to  Sandusky,  must 
nat  the  vessel  be  registered?  No;  it  was  not  com- 
merce with  forejirn  nations,  nor  between  the  several 
States,  and  tliis  Goverinuent  was  not  intrusted 
w;ith  it  at  all.  Now,  he  should  not  insist  that,  by 
virtue  of  the  clause  giving  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce, ihey  had  authority  to  improve  all  the  har- 
bors and  rivers  and  inlets  of  the  country;  but  the 
question  was,  whether,  by  any  and  all  of  the  clauses 
of  the  Constitution,  they  had  authority  to  improve 
u  harbor,  river,  lake,  or  inlet,  foi'any  purpose  what-  j 
ever.  Because  one  clause  of  the  Constitution  does  i 
not  aulhoriz<3  it,  it  did  not  follow  that  another  did  ' 
not.  Had  they,  then,  the  power?  It  was  not  a 
(juestion  of  expediency,  but  of  power.  He  was  an 
advocate  of  prudence  now,  and  prudence  forever; 
but  what  was  their  power?  He  believed  it  was 
good  constitutional  doctrine,  that,  whenever  a  sub- 
ject was  given  in  charge,  all  necessary  measures  to 
ciirry  it  out  were  rightful  and  proper.  What  was  I 
neressiiry  now,  he  admitted,  might  not  be  neces-  ! 
sary  ten  or  twenty  years  hence.     But  the  point  to  I 


which  he  wished  to  address  himself  was,  that 
where  power  existed  in  the  Constitution  over  any 
subject,  there  existed  also  all  the  necessary  power, 
as  an  incident,  to  carry  it  out.  Ulider  what  author- 
ity had  this  Government  erected  the  marble  palace 
yonder  for  the  General  Post  Office?  Under  the 
power  to  establish  post  offices  and  |:iopt  roads.  It 
was  necessary  to  have  a  place  in  which  to  transact 
the  business  of  the  Post  Office  Department.  And 
again,  if  no  power  existed  to  em|)loy  a  mail  carrier, 
because  there  was  no  specific  grant  of  such  power, 
the  authority  would  exist  to  establish  post  offices 
and  )3ost  roads;  but  there  would  be  no  power  to 
carry  out  the  business  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment. 

But,  further,  by  what  authority  was  the  palace 
or  chateau  erected  in  which  the  President  lives? 
By  what  power  was  the  spacious  temple  in  whicli 
they  were  now  assembled  built?  There  was  no  spe- 
cific giant  of  power  for  either.  It  was  an  incident 
to  the  power  to  establish  a  Government.  But  it 
ap|ieared  that  this  power  was  denied  for  fear  of 
extravagance.  Expenditures  must  be  kept  within 
reasonable  bounds.  Our  predecessors  erected  this 
stately  mansion  for  the  meetings  of  Congress;  but, 
according  to  the  doctrine  now  maintained,  it  ought 
not  to  have  been  erected.  What  but  extrava- 
gance brought  those  marble  pillars  here,  and  the 
other  marble  decorations  about  this  spacious  Hall  ? 
Coarser  material  would  have  answered  the  same 
purpose.  Now,  was  it  really  true  that  they  had  no 
power  to  make  a  building  at  all,  lest  they  should 
be  extravagant  and  involve  themselves  in  debt? 
But,  in  the  fullness  of  time,  when  our  popula- 
tion shall  have  increased,  the  resources  of  this 
country  shall  have  been  developed,  and  we  shall 
have  become  the  greatest,  the  happiest,  and  the 
wealthiest  country  on  earth,  who  shall  say  that 
this  Government  may  not  erect  a  temple  of 
gold? 

The   power,  he   maintained,  was  indisputable. 
Now,  how  were  these  remarks  applicable  to  the 
subject  before  them  ?  They  were  designed  to  show 
that  when  a  power  was  given,  the  means  to  exer- 
cise that  power  were  necessarily  incidental  to  it. 
Here,   in  the  Constitution,  in  a  few  words,  it  was 
said,  Congress  should  have  power  to  declare  war; 
but  there   was  no  power  given   to  make   peace. 
Power  was  given  to  raise  and   maintain   armies; 
but  where  is  the  authority  to  clothe  them?      Was 
it  not  necessarily  indicated  ?     If  it  were  not   so, 
how  could   they  arm   the  soldiers  they   had  the 
power  to  raise?     Must  they  continue  to  use  the 
old   guns  which  were  borne  in  the  revolutionary 
war?     By   what   power   could    this   Government 
purchase    Paixhan   guns    for  the  public  service?  j 
There  was  no  such  specific  grant  of  power  in  the  I 
Constitution.    How,  then,  could  it  be  done  by  the  ! 
general    power   to    raise    and    maintain    armies?  ' 
Where    was   the   power   invested?     Again,   how  i 
could  they  build   large  and   magnificent  fortifica-  ! 
tions?     How  maintain  large  ship-yards  and  build 
docks?     What  portion  of  the  Constitution  autho-  I 
rized  it?  There  is  no  such  specific  grant  of  power,  j 
But  all  these  things  were  necessary  appliances  to  ! 
enable  this  Government  to  carry  out  the  powers  ! 
which    it  undoubtedly   possessed,   for  they  were  \ 
sjiecifically  given.     If  this  modern  doctrine  were  , 
correct,  he  would  ask  by  what  power  given  by  the 
Constitution  they  were  enabled  to  move  their  army  i 
from  place  to  place?     It  was  by  virtue  of  the  gen-  I 
eral  war  power.     The  war  ]jower  of  this  (^overn- 
iTient  was  unlimited.     But  again — another   illus-  1 
tration.    This  Government  had  large  manufactures  i 
of  arms  and  munitions  of  war  at  Harper's  Ferry  ! 
and   other  places;  but   by  what   power  did   they 
transport  tlieni    to    the   (iinorenl   .sections   of  the 
Union?     Could  they  employ  carts  and  railroads  | 
for  their   transportation   to  the  places  where  the  , 
soldiers  stood  ready  to  receive  them,  and  anxious,  : 
with   them,    to    defend    their  country?     Yes,   the  i 
war  power  clothed  them  with  all  necessary  author-  I 
ity  to  use  all  the  means  requisite  to  accomplish  the 
end.     But  there  is  no  power,  says  the  President,  i 
given   by   the   Constitution   to   the  General  Gov-  [ 
ernment  lo  clear  out  rivers  and  harbors,  or  remove* 
a    log   from  a   road;  that  this  luust   be,  done   by 
the   individual    States.     Well,  supposa^'then,   in 
the    transmission    of  munitions  of   war   through  j 
one    of   tho.se    Slates    which    was    eternally    op-  j 
jiosing  the  war,  it  should   be  found  that  a  road 
was  blocked  up  by  log.s — the  State  refusing  to  re- 
move the  obstructions,  and   the  General  Govern- 
ment without  constitutional  power  to  do  it — what 


was  to  be  done?  This  was  a  plain  and  familiar  illus- 
tration, but  it  was  one  which  clearly  showed  that, 
if  the  positions  now  assumed  were  correct,  in  time 
of  war  our  cities  on  the  seaboard  might  be  beaten 
1  dowii   into  ruins,  because   this  Government   pos- 
sessed not  the  constitutional  power  to  cut  a  log  out 
ofaroad.    And  so  it  would  be  with  everythingelse, 
I  It  was  granted  that  they  had  power  to  make  guna 
of  variou.i  descriptions:  and  had  they  not  power  to 
;  transport  them  to  such  sections  of  the  country  as 
might  require  them?     Must  they  lie  where  they 
j  were  made  ?     They  had  certainly  no  constitutional 
I  authority  to  remove  them,  according  to  these  mod- 
I  ern  constructions  of  that  instrument,  if  they  could 
have  nothing   done  by   incidental   power.     They 
I  could  not  transport  arms  and  enlisted   men  from 
I  New   York   to    Pittsburg,  in   Penn.sylvania,   and 
I  thence  to  New  Orleans,  by  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi rivers,  for  there  was  nothing  about  that  in  the 
j  Constitution.  Frequently  men  and  arms  we're  ship-  . 
ped  from  Pittsburg  down  the  Ohio;  and  suppose  a 
vessel  so  employed  gets  "  snagged,"  ora  tree  had 
fallen   into   the  river  and   obstructed   its  passage, 
where  was  the  constitutional  power  to  remove  the  ■ 
obstruction?     Suppose  this  transportation  and  this 
obstruction  should  occur  during  our  war  with  Mex- 
ico; in  an  emergency,  was  the  Government  to  wait 
until  some  Stale  authority  should  clear  the  course 
for  the  ymssage  of  the  vessel  and  our  troops,  that 
they  might  meet  the  well-organized  arms  of  Mexi- 
co ?     Such  a  position  was  ridiculous,  and  yet  ttw 
reasonings  of  the  message  come  precisely  to  that. 
Gentlemen  might  say  that,  in  an  emergency,  the 
Government  might  exercise  this  power;  but  where, 
he  jjould  ask  tliem,  was  the  grant  of  power?     If 
this  power  was  possessed  in  one  case,  it  was  pos- 
sessed in  all.    This  was  the  inevitable  consequence 
of  the  reasoning  of  those  whose  arguments  and 
conclusions  he  was  reviewing. 

But  if  this  power  to  remove  impedimenta  exist 
at  all,  when  shall  they  be  removed  ?  Is  it  a  ques- 
tion of  time?  Shall  it  be  done  when  the  Govern- 
ment starts  its  vessel,  or  a  week  before,  a  year,  o*' 
twenty  years?  The  father  of  his  Country  had 
left  them  the  advice  "  in  time  of  peace  to  prepare 
for  war;"  and  if  these  things  could  be  done  as  an 
incident  of  the  war  power,  could  they  not  be  done 
when  war  was  not  upon  us,  in  the  exercise  of  their 
judgment,  which  taught  them  to  be  always  ready 
for  war?  If  not,  by  what  power  could  they  erect 
barracks  in  time  of  peace?  If  they  could  erect 
barracks,  could  they  not  make  roads  passable, 
over  which  their  troops  might  pass? 

Why  might  not  they  determine  this  question  for 
themselves?  In  case  of  a  war  with  Great  Britain, 
should  we  not  be  attacked  on  the  northeast  coast, 
on  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  on  the  lakes?  On  that 
thinly-settled  and  ill-protected  frontier,  it  must  be 
evident  to  all  sagacious  statesmen,  that  the  attack 
must  come;  and  could  they  not  now  make  con- 
tracts for  the  transportation  of  munitions  of  war? 
could  they  not  now  build  batteries?  Or  must  they 
wait  until  the  attack  really  came? 

He  understood  that  bills  had  been  signed  by  the 
President  making  appropriations  for  the  erection 
and  maintenance  of  light-houses.  But  under  what 
authority  does  the  President  sanction  appropria- 
tions for  light-houses,  which  are  to  aid  commerce? 
If  one  thing  could  be  done  to  aid  commerce,  could 
not  another  thing  be  done  too?  If  light-houses  and 
beacons  could  be  erected  to  guide  conmiercial  ves- 
sels into  particular  channels,  could  not  obstruc- 
tions be  removed  from  those  channels  to  which 
the  vessels^vere  directed? 

Before  Mr.  P.  had  concluded — 

OBITUARY. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  noti- 
fying the  House  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Senator 
Speight. 

When  Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  rose  and 
said: 

Mr.  SrEAKEii:  The  message  just  received  from 
the  Senate  announces  the  melancholy  fact,  that 
since  the  adjournment  of  that  body  last  spring, 
another  of  its  members  has  fallen  asleep  to  wake 
no  more.  The  Hon.  .Tesse  Speight,  late  a  Sen- 
ator from  the  State  of  Mississippi,  is  no  longer 
numbered  with  the  living.  Death  lias  been  moving 
amidst  our  ranks,  and  lias  thrown  his  sable  man- 
tle over  one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  the  coun- 
try.~  Elevated  station,  personal  virtues,  the  affec- 
tion of  family  and  friends,  the  confidence  of  con- 
stituents, and  the  active  and  zealous  discharge  of 
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all  the  duties  of  life,  could  not  shield  him  from  a 
submission  to  that  law  which  governs  our  race, 
that  "it  is  appointed  unto  man  once  to  die." 

General  Speight,  my  late  colleague  and  friend, 
was  no  ordinary  man,  passing  over  the  stage  of 
life  unnoticed,  and  leaving,  when  the  curtain  falls, 
no  recollection  behind  liim  to  distinguish  him 
among  the  millions  who  had  gone  before  him.  The 
features  of  his  character  were  striking  and  pecu- 
liar. Plis  superior  stature  singled  him  out  among 
his  fellow-men,  and  commanded  universal  respect. 
This  advantage  of  person,  united  with  a  strong 
natural  mind,  an  unyielding  integrity,  and  a  benig- 
nant heart,  was  the  key  to  that  unvaried  sitccess 
which  attended  him  in  all  his  aspirations  through- 
out his  whole  career.  And  to  the  records  of  his 
-  country  we  must  turn  to  learn  the  history  of  his 
life. 

He  was  born  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 
Without  the  advantages  of  fortune,  and  with  a  de- 
ficient early  education,  he  first  appeared  in  public 
life  in  the  Legislature  of  the  State;  and  in  a  short 
time  he  obtained  the  highest  legislative  honors  by 
being  elected  Speaker  of  the  State  Senate.  From 
this  position,  in  1829,  he  came  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  which  ca- 
pacity he  served  his  country  with  great  zeal,  indus- 
try, and  fidelity,  for  six  years.  In  1835  he  was 
elected  a  delegate  to  the  Convention  then  called  in 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  the  revisal  of  her 
constitution.  There  the  extension  of  the  right  of 
suffrage  and  religious  toleration  became  the  lead- 
ing topics  of  discussion,  in  which  he  bore  a  con- 
spicuous part  as  the  advocate  of  the  largest  liberty 
of  the  citizen,  in  the  freedom  of  conscience,  and^n 
the  exercise  of  political  power. 

Thus  liaving  been  honored  by  the  State  of  his 
nativity,  and  having  served  her  people  with  fidel- 
ity and  efficiency,  it  was  a  difficult  and  severe  trial 
to  sever  the  ties  which  bound  him  to  his  constitu- 
ents. But,  prompted  by  a  desire  to  provide  for  his 
own  household,  and  invited  by  the  prolific  soil,  the 
genial  climate  and  rich  productions  of  Mississippi, 
he  became  a  citizen  of  that  State  in  1837.  But  in 
this  land  of  his  cidoption  he  soon  found  himself 
surrounded  by  ardent  friends,  who  were  eager  to  do 
him  honor;  and  in  1839  he  was  elected  to  lh%  Le- 
gislature, and  became  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  In  1841  he  was  returned  to  the 
State  Senate,  and  was  elected  the  President  of  that 
body.  In  this  office  he  continued  until,  in  1844, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States — 
a  position  second  in  dignity  and  importance,  and 
in  the  public  consideration,  only  to  the  Chief  Ex- 
ecutive of  this  Government.  He  took  his  seat  in 
that  body  in  March,  1845;  and  that  industry,  zeal, 
fidelity ,  talent,  and  practical  good  judgment,  which 
had  ever  marked  his  course  as  a  public  man, 
were  here  exhibited.  In  the  active  discharge  of 
his  duties  in  this  station  the  hand  of  disease  waiS 
laid  upon  him.  But  his  strong  frame  and  robust 
constitution  apparently  triumphed  over  the  first 
assaults  oTthe  enemy;  and,  after  weeks  of  patient 
suftering,  he  so  far  recovered  as  to  return  to  his 
residence  in  Mississippi,  where,  surrounded  by  an 
affectionate  family  and  sympathizing  friends,  he 
obeyed  his  final  summons  on  the  1st  of  May, 
1847.  '  _ 

An  "aching  void"  has  been  left  in  the  large 
circle  which  revolved  around  him  as  its  centre,  and 
which  can  be  .filled  or  satisfied  by  naught  that  I 
can  say,  or  that  this  House  may  do. 

As  a  friend,  he  was  frank,  sincere,  and  confi- 
ding; as  an  enemy,  ready  to  pardon  and  forget;  as 
a  presiding  officer  in  a  deliberative  body,  he  had 
no  superior;  as  a  public  servant,  he  was  true,  in- 
dustrious, and  untiring. 

But  he  is  gone  to  that  undiscovered  country  to 
which  we  are  all  fast  hastening.  On  our  way 
thither,  while  we  cherish  his  virtue.?,  we  can  but 
honor  his  memory. 

Mr.  T.  concluded  by  moving  the  following  reso- 
lutions: 

Resolved,  Tlint  this  House  has  hearri  witli  deep  sensibility 
the  aiiiiouiicement  of  llie  death  of  the  Hon.  .Iesse  Speight, 
a  Senator  in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Resolved,  That,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory 
of  the  deceased,  the  members  and  officers  of  this  House  will 
wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning  for  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That  the  proreedings  of  this  House  in  relation 
to  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Jesse  Si-kioht,  he  communicated 
to  his  family  by  the  Clerk. 

Resolved,  Tliat,  as  a  further  mark  of  respect,  this  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  House  accordingly  adjourned. 


PETITIONS,  &c. 
The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred under  the  rule: 

By  Mr.  G01T:  The  petition  of  25  citizens  of  Lysander, 
county  of  Onondaga,  New  York,  praying  for  an  injmediate 
termination  of  the  war  witli  Mexico;  and  that  propo.<als  be 
made  as  soon  as  practicable  to  all  nations  with  vvlioni  this 
Government  maintains  intercourse,  for  treaty  stipulations 
wiiicli  shall  bind  the  parties  to  a  settlement  of  all  luture  in- 
ternational difiiculties  by  peaceful  arbitration.  , 

By  Mr.  WOODWARD:  The  petition  of  Stalker,  &  Hill, 
praying  conipcn^ation  lor  asteamboat  lost  in  the  service  of 
tlie  United  States.  Also,  the  petition  of  F.  Sumter,  admin- 
istrator dc  l,onis  non  of  the  late  General  T.  Sumter,  praying 
payment  for  money  advanced  to  tlie  colonies  by  the  taid  T. 
Sumter  during  the  war  ol  the  Revolution. 

By  Mr.  CRANSTON  :  That  the  petition  of  Nancy  Tomp- 
kins, with  the  accompanying  documents,  be  taken  tiom  the 
files  of  the  House  and  rtferred  to  the  Connnittte  on  Naval 
Affairs.  Also,  the  jtetition  of  ,^ally  C.  Wenwood  and  Eliza 
S.  Wenwood.     Also,  that  the  petition  and  accompanying 

papers  of Mayes  be  taken  from  the  tilts  of  the  House 

and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

ByMr.  FARRELLY  :  Tfie  petition  of  Catharine  Henrietta 
C.  Jolnison,  widow  of  Captain  Hezekiah  Johnson,  late  of  the 
United  States  army,  for  a  pension. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  withdrew  from  the  files  of  the 
House,  and  presented,  a  memorial  ol  the  heirs  of  Colonel 
David  Hopkins,  deceased,  with  accompanying  papers. 

By  i\]r.  TAYLOR:  'the  petition  ol  Thomas  Scott,  late 
register  of  the  land  office  at  Chilicotlie,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  extra  services  connected  with  the  duties  of  his<jflice; 
henofore  presented  1st  April,  1844.  Also,  the  petition  of 
Samuel  Reed,  of  I'ike  county,  Ohio,  praying  pajment  for 
part  of  a  tract  of  land  purchased  of  the  United  States,  the 
title  to  which  has  not  been  maintained  ;  Jieretolore  present- 
ed January  21, 1846. 

By  Mr.  SCHENCK:  The  petition  of  James  Morrow,  ask- 
ing payment  of  certain  bills  ol  promise  due  to  him  from  the 
Government;  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  Alto, 
the  memorial  of  James  H.  Couley,  praying  for  an  amend- 
ment of  the  act  for  his  relief,  passed  and  approved  on  the  M 
ofMareli,  1847;  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
Also,  the  petition  of  Henry  Recks,  praying  that  a  special  act 
may  be  passed  to  authoiize  a  warrant  to  be  issued  to  him  for 
the  bounty  land  of  his  brother,  a  deceased  volunteer;  relerred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims.  Alto,  that  the 
petition  and  papi-rs  of  Lieutenant  James  M.  Gillis  be  with- 
drawn from  the  files  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

By  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL:  'J  he  memorial  of  Rutter  & 
Etting,  by  Reuben  Etting,  surviving  partner  of  the  firm,  ask- 
ing for  provision  for  The  payment  of  claims  to  indemnify  for 
depredations  committed  by  the  public  and  private  aimed 
vessels  of  France,  between  and  during  the  years  l'<93  and 
1800. 

By  Mr.  ASHMUN  :  The  petition  of  Hall  J.  Kelly,  a  pio- 
neer in  the  exploration  of  Oregon,  asking  for  a  grant  of  land 
in  that  Territory.  Also,  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Moore,  of 
Hadly,  Massachusetts,  a  revolutionary  soldier,  asking  for  a 
pension. 

By  Mr.  PENDLETON:  The  petition  of  the  administrator 
of  George  Brent,  praying  for  commutation  pay  and  pension 
due  said  estate. 

By  Mr.  PHELPS  :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Barry,  New- 
ton, and  Jasper  counties,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  for  a  post 
route  from  Cassville  to  Sarcoxie. 

By  Mr.  ROBERT  SMI'l  H  :  The  petition  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Isaac  D.  Taulbee,  jiraying  remuneration  lor 
a  horse  lost  in  tlie  lilack  Hawk  war. 

By  Mr.  BARROW  :  The  petition  of  Mary  Patton. 
By  Mr.  WE^TWORTH:  The  papers  in  the  case  of  Dan- 
iel Wilson,  an  invalid  soldier  of  the  last  war.  Also,  the 
papers  in  the  case  of  George  B.  Hollenback,  William  Harris, 
and  others,  applicants,for  damages  for  losses  sustained  in  the 
Black  Hawk  war. 

By  Mr.  CHAPMAN:  The  petitions  of  Cornelius  Manning 
apd  Catharine  Hodges,  widow  of  Benjamin  Hodges,  prajiiig 
compensation  for  a  slave  taken  by  the  British  during  the 
late  war.  Also,  three  petitions  of  citizens  of  Maryland, 
asking  that  the  bridges  across  the  Eastern  Branch  of  the 
Potomac  may  be  made  free.  Also,  the  memorial  ofThomas 
Crown,  for  remuneration  for  losses  sustained  by  him  in  con- 
sequence of  a  violation  of  a  contract  by  the  United  States. 
Also,  the  petition  of  Frances  Swann,  administratrix  of  Wil- 
liam J.  Swann,  for  losses  sustained  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain.  Also,  the  petition  of  Reynal  Hilleary,  for 
remuneration  in  lieu  of  bounty  land. 

By  Mr.  CROWELL :  The  petition  of  William  S.  Dilly, 
of  Trumbull  county,  Ohio.  Also,  the  petition  of  D.  Ide  and 
others,  of  same  county.  Also,  the  petition  of  Nathan  Kinne 
and  other.*,  of  same  county. 

By  Mr.  DUNCAN  :  'J'he  petitions  Of  Hugh  B.  Branch,  of 
Andrrw  J.  Kriel,and  of  Henson  Stevens.  Also,  the  memo- 
rihl  of  Harriet  Burney. 

By  Mr.  THURSTON  :  The  petition  and  memorial  of  Elias 
Coon,  of  Connecticut,  prajing  lor  fishing  bounty  on  the 
schooner  Congress,  which  was  wrecked  in  1844. 

By  Mr.  PETTIT  :  The  petition  of  Jacob  dinger,  praying 
a  pension  for  services  in  tiie  revolutionary  war. 

By  Mr.  HARALSON:  The  memorial  ofThomasL.  Ross, 
postmaster  at  Macon,  Georgia,  setting  tbrth  certain  inequal- 
ities in  the  operation  of  the  post  office  laws. 


TO  TIIE  EDITORS. 
House  or  Representatives,  December  15,  1847. 
Will  the  editors  please  to  correct  their  report  of  a  remark 
I  made  in  the  House  yesterday,  pending  its  proceedings  in 
relation  to  Mr.  Giddings  and  the  National  Whig.'  From 
this  it  would  seem  that  the  reading  of  so  much  of  the  article 
in  the  Whig  as  called  in  question  theconductof  other  mem- 
bers was  at  my  instance.  This  is  a  mistake.  My  purpose 
in  what  I  said  was  to  object  to  this.  I  had,  and  now  have, 
a  decided  conviction  that  the  House  had  no  right  to  cause 
to  be  read  a  newspaper  criticism  <m  the  conduct  of  any  of 
xta  members,  unleus  at  the  request  of  such  members.  'J'his, 


T  thought,  was  carrying  the  liberty  of  the  press  somewhat 
fiirther  than  has  been  contended  for  eveh  in  this  newspaper 
country.  'J'liere  was  much  noise  and  confusion  at  the  mo- 
ment, which  was  doubtless  the  cause  of  my  being  misun- 
derstood. Very  respectfully, 

JOHN  GAYLE. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friday,  December  17,  1847. 
Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  a.sked  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  enable  him  to  report  a  bill 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  To  justify 
his  call  for  this  indulgence,  he  would  briefly  state 
the  reason  for  making  it.  It  has  so  happened  that 
cases  are  depending  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States — on  its  docket  at  least — which,  in  all 
other  respects,  are  entitled  to  a  hearing,  except 
that  the  court  has  no  jurisdiction  over  them.  They 
were  cases  which  were  adjudged  in  the  proper 
court  of  Iowa  when  Iowa  was  a  Territory.  Since 
she  has  become  a  State — a  sister,  in  all  respects,  of 
the  Confederacy — her  Territorial  records  have  be- 
come inaccessible  to  the  process  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  legislation  is  necep^sary  to  remedy  the 
evil.  An  act  of  Congress  was  passed  during  the 
last  session  which  was  ])robabl^  designed  for  the 
purpose,  but  it  provided  for  another  and  a  no  less 
distinguished  Commonwealth,  which,  although  yet 
youn<r,  had  already  become  venerable  enough  not 
to  need  the  provision.  The  name  of  Michigan 
was  inserted  in  the  seventh  section  of  the  act  of 
Congress,  instead  of  that  of  Iowa,  and  the  Supreme 
Court  is  still  unable  to  act  in  the  cases  which  are 
actually  before  it.  The  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary have  had  the  subject  under  consideration,  and 
have  unanimously  authorized  the  report  of  a  bill 

j  supplementary    to  the  act  of  22d    February    last. 

I  To  obviate  the  necessity  of  frequent  legislation, 
this    supplement,    while   it   meets  the    particular 

I  emergency,  and  gives  jurisdiction  over  the  cases 
that  are  before  the  court,  also  guards  against  the 
occurrence  of  a  similar  necessity  when  other  States 

!  shall   be  added  to  the  Union.     It  contains  antici- 

!  pation  as  well  as  retrospect.     It  refers  to  the  pro- 

j  visions  of  the  former  act,  which  were  individual  in 
their  character,  and  it  extends  like  remedy  to  all 

I  cases  that  may  have  occurred,  or  that  may  here- 

I  after  occur,"  of  a  similar  nature. 

I      Mr.  I.  would  propose,  if  there  were  no  objection, 

I  that  the  bill  be  placed  at  once  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  McClelland  suggested  a  wish  that  the 
passage  (5f  the  bill  might  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  acquiescing  in  the  sugges- 
tion— 

The  bill  was  accordingly  read  twice,  and  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  understood 
that  a  member  from  the  State  of  Virginia  intended 
to  announce  to  the  House  the  death  of  one  of  its 
members  elect,  the  Hon.  G.  C.  Oromgoole.  If 
that  was  true,  he  would  move  further  to  postpone 
the  special  order  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee to  revise  the  Rules,  made  a  further  report; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  PETTIT  rose  and  asked  leave  to  make  a 
personal  explanation. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  not  be  in  order, 
except  by  the  general  consent  of  the  House. 

Such  consent  being  given — 

Mr.  PETTIT  said  lie  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  and  the  country  to  a  most 
puerile,  miserable,  silly,  but  not  the  less  false,  re- 
port of  his  remarks  made  yesterday  for  the  Union. 
He  did  not  know  by  whom;  he  knew  Mr.  Ritchie 
was  the  editor,  and  he  held  him  responsible.  He 
tmdertook  to  say  that  what  he  should  here  read  as 
a  report  of  his  remarks  must  be  known  to  every 
one,  whether  in  the  House  or  out  of  it,  whether 
he  \\^n\  him  or  not,  to  be  utterly  false,  and  inten- 
tionally so.  No  man  understood  him  to  say  as 
follows;  no  man  could  have  understood  him  so: 

"  If  any  man  more  than  another  could  claim  the  honor  of 
having  raised  Mr.  Polk  to  the  presidential  chair,  he  could  do 
it.  If  any  one  more  than  another  couldelaim  the  introduc- 
tion of  tlie  tarift"  of  1846  as  his  own  measure,  he  could  do 
it." 

A  miserable,  puerile  attempt  at  misrepresenta- 
tion, (said  Mr.  P.)  Such  men  are  beneath  those 
whom  1  described  yesterday  as  without  the  power 
of  reason.     They  are  beneath  contempt. 
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Mr.  P.  read  a  further  extract: 

"  In  short,  if  anv  one,  tbcn  he  himself  might  claim  the 
lioiior  of  having  hronght  about  all  tlie  great  measures  of 
reform  wliioh  the  Govertiineni  iiad  recently  adopted— from 
tlie  great  financial  measure?  wliicli  liad  been  adopted,  and 
the  imijrovcnients  in  the  cnninierclal  interests  of  the  nation, 
to  the  annexation  of  Texas  and  the  glorious  display  of  their 
arms  upon  tlie  battle-fields  of  Mexico." 

.  Now,  surely  he  need  not  consume  the  tiine  of 
the  House  to  repeat  tha't  the  man  who  wrote  this 
knew  it  to  be  a  falsehood.  He  did  not  under.siund 
me  so.  He  could  not  have  understood  me  so. 
No  iTian,  youns;  or  old,  near  me  or  remote  from 
me,  could  have  understood  me  to  say  any  such 
thing.  It  is  a  miseraljle  attempt  of  that  paper  to 
traduce,  vilify,  and  misrepresent  a  man  who  can- 
not in  everything  agree  with  its  "  venerable" 
trash .' 

Sir,  had  1  time,  and  the  indulg-ence  of  the  House 
would  permit,  I  should  like  to  read  and  comment 
upon  an  article  in  ihi.5  morning's  Union,  under  the 
editorial  head;  but  I  have  not  time.  [Cries  of 
"Go  on;  go  on."] 

Oh,  no,  (said  Mr.  P.)  However,  I  will  say  that, 
after  going  on  at  some  length  in  this  article  to 
discuss  the  subject  of  the  message,  Mr.  Ritchie 
says,  thoroughly  as  lie  understands  the  subject 
himself,  (beginning  as  far  back  as  the  Virginia 
resolutions  of  1798,  I  suppose,)  [a  laugh,]  that 
Mr.  Polk  understands  it  far  better  than  he  !  Mas- 
terly as  are  his  abilities,  and  extensive  as  is  hi.s 
knowledge,  that  the  President  surpasses  him! 
Well,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  that  may  be  a  wonder  to 
him,  but  it  is  not  to  me.  He  (Mr.  Ritchie)  then 
goes  on  with  a  long  string  about  the  unconstitu- 
tionality of  pulling  out  a  stick  or  a  stone,  or  a  snag 
from  the  way  where  our  army  is  being  marched, 
or  where  we  are  tran.sporiing  munitions  of  war; 
but,  finally,  at  the  tail  of  the  article,  he  surrenders 
the  question,  and  begs  members  of  Congress  to  do 
what  he  (Mr.  P.)  said  yesterday  he  was  willing 
to  do.  He  had  said  he  was  unwilling  now  to  vote 
a  dollar  for  such  a  purpose;  that  he  was  unwilling 
to  ijo  on  at  this  time,  when  we  were  involved  in 
war,  and  needed  all  the  money  we  could  raise,  and 
more,  to  carry  it  on,  to  vote  large  appropriations 
even  for  such  works  of  internal  improvement 
as  he  believed  this  Government  clearly  had  tlie 
power  to  make.  He  was  willing  to  forego  appro- 
priations for  works  of  this  character  now;  but  he 
would  not  be  stultified  from  any  such  source,  and 
told  he  had  no  right  to  vote  for  them;  that  this 
Government  had  no  right  to  make  them.  It  did 
seem  that  Mr.  Ritchie,  and  perhaps  those  whom 
he  eulogizes — that  the  President,  and  many  who 
agreed  with  him,  were  incapable  of  discriminating 
between  power  and  policy,  between  the  existence 
of  a  power  and  the  propriety  of  exercising  it  at 
this  time;  and  they  seemed  to  insist  that  if  we  have 
the  power  to  do  this  thing,  we  must  from  neces- 
sity go  on  now  and  do  it,  and  involve  the  country 
in  all  manner  of  expenditure  and  ruin.  Mr.  P. 
thought  it  was  not  so  difficult  a  matter  to  under- 
Btand  the  distinction  between  a  power  and  the  ex- 
ercise of  that  power.  It  might  not  be  politic  or 
proper  to  exercise  it  now,  but  he  would  not  con- 
sent that  a  document  from  the  Executive  should 
be  placed  on  the  records  of  the  House  which  would 
cut  them  off  forever  from  sustaining  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement  of  any  kind,  by  denying  to  the 
Government  any  power  over  them,  without  enter- 
ing his  protest  against  it.  Now,  how  Mr.  Ritchie 
would  report  him  again  he  did  not  know  or  care; 
it  was  too  contemptible  to  be  noticed. 

THE  SOUTHERN  MAIL  ROUTE. 
Mr.  BOTTS,  by  general  consent,  introduced  a 
joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  renew  liis  engagement  with  the  Richmond 
and  other  railroads;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

OBITUARY. 

Mr.  MEADE,  of  Virginia,  ro.se  and  saidr 
Mr.  Spi;akeu:  In  obedience  to  an  honored  cus 
lorn,  I  rise  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  this  House  an 
event  which  has  already  been  announced  to  the 
jiiiblic — I  allude  to  the  death  of  the  Hon.  George 
C.  Drom(;ooi-e,  of  Virfjinin,  a  laic  member  of  this 
House.  He  dirrl  on  the  27th  daj^  of  April  last, 
at  his  residence  in  the  county  of  Brunswick,  a  few 
days  after  he  had  received  intelligence  of  his  re- 
clccticm  to  Congress.  His  loss  wojdd  have  been 
eensibly  fj;|t  at  any  period  of  hi.-^  pulilic  life;  but 
at  this  time,  when,  amidat  the  violence  of  party, 


his  moderation,  wisdom,  and  great  experience  in 
public  affairs,  are  so  much  needed,  the  whole 
country  must  deplore  the  sad  event. 

General  Dromgoole  commenced  his  political 
life  at  an  early  age.  But  a  few  years  elapsed  after 
he  became  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia,  before  he  was  called  upon  by  his  native 
county  to  represent  it  in  that  body.  Since  then, 
with  but  two  short  intervals,  he  has  continued  in 
the  public  service.  The  reputation  he  acquired  as 
a  member  of  the  House  of  Delegates,  soon  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  his  district,  and  at  the  early 
age  of  thirty-three,  he  was  chosen  to  deliberate 
with  Madison,  Monroe,  and  Marshall,  and  other 
distinguished  worthies,  in  the  only  Convention 
which  has  assembled  in  Virginia  since  the  adop- 
tion of  her  first  constitution. 

He  was  afterwards  sent  to  the  Senate  of  that 
State,  over  which  body  he  presided  for  many  years 
with  distinguished  ability,  until  1835,  when  he 
was  elected  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  . 
Here  his  great  powers  of  mind  have  been  felt  j 
and  acknowledged,  and  their  influence  may  be 
traced  through  the  records  of  this  body. 

From  the  commencement  of  his  political  career, 
he  continued  steadily  to  ascend  the  path  to  dis- 
tinction, inspiring  his  friends  and  constituents 
with  the  firm  assurance .  that  wherever  he  had 
fixed  the  goal  of  his  aspirations,  there  his  political 
life  would  terminate. 

It  would  be  hypocrisy  in  me,  and  at  the  same 
time  useless  here,  to  affect  to  believe  that  Mr. 
Dromgoole  was  without  his  blemishes;  but  it  is 
easy  for  those  who  knew  him  as  his  constituents 
did,  to  forget  them.  Had  he  faults,  they  belonged 
to  the  weakness  of  human  flesh;  few  ever  reached 
that  soul,  where  honor,  humanity,  and  truth, 
dwelt  together  and  worshipped.  The  companions 
of  his  youth  will  never  forget  how  ardent  and  sin- 
cere were  his  attachments,  and  how  his  presence 
would  always  brighten  up  their  hearts,  and  wake 
up  emotions  of  young  sympathy  and  affection. 
The  friends  of  his  maturer  years  think  in  sadness 
of  his  warm  and  generous  nature,  his  wise  coun- 
sels, and  steady  friendship.  His  mind  was  more 
solid  than  brilliant,  and  its  productions  more  fitted 
for  use  than  ornament.  The  influence  which  he 
exercised  over  the  feelings  and  opinions  of  others, 
especially  his  constituents,  was  one  of  his  most 
remarkable  attributes.  He  seldom  spoke  in  public 
from  impulse;  hence  he  was  always  courteous  to 
adversaries,  and  seldom  indulged  in  abuse  of  them, 
but  was  sometimes  only  humorously  sarcastic. 
The  confidence  of  his  constituents  gave  to  his 
opinions  the  force  of  oracles,  and  against  them  the 
arguments  of  adversaries  were  hurled  in  vain.  I 
have  seen  him  in  many  warm  political  contests, 
and  never  knew  him  to  lose  the  equilibrium  of  his 
temper  and  his  perfect  self-possession.  His  cool- 
ness, and  real  and  unaffected  confidence  in  his  own 
power  and  superiority,  would  often  work  his  adver- 
sary into  a  rage,  who  would  expend  his  energies  in 
fits  of  desperation,  and  fall  at  last,  apparently  by  the 
blows  of  his  powerful  antagonist,  but  in  fact  over- 
come by  his  own  vehemence  and  extravagance.  I 
have  sometimes  been  opposed  in  these  contests  to 
this  extraordinary  man.  These  occasions  never 
failed  to  give  rise  to  reflections  on  the  wonderful 
influence  by  which,  apparently  without  much 
effort  on  his  part,  he  controlled  the  action  of 
others.  Circumstances  conspired,  in  the  com- 
mencement of  his  public  life,  to  give  the  subject 
of  my  remarks  a  favorable  position  among  his 
fellow-men.  His  father,  a  native  of  Ireland,  was 
one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  his  district.  His 
was  the  voluntary  duty  to  publish  from  his  pulpit 
to  his  various  congregations  the  Declaration  of 
American  Independence.  As  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel,  he  had  few  equals  in  the  powers  of  a 
strong  native  intellect;  and  few  ever  enjoyed  to  the 
i  same  extent  the  love  and  affection  of  his  people, 
I  who  placed  in  him  that  implicit  confidence  which 
nothing  but  an  irreproachable  life  can  inspire.  For 
more  than  fifty  years  he  labored  to  raise  his  fellow- 
I  men  to  the  same  elevated  platform  on  which  he 
j  stood  himself.  He  lived  to  an  advanced  age,  ex- 
hibiting to  the  close  of  his  life  the  rare  instance  of 
one  who  united  in  himself  every  human  excet- 
I  lence.  A  few  years  only  have  elapsed  since  he 
1  left  us.  The  sun  of  his  evening  life  long  lingered 
on  the  horizon,  and  often  would  the  traveller  turn 
an  anxious  look  to  the  west,  to  sec  how  much 
longer  would  the  mellow  rays  of  that  unspotted 
light  fall  ujion  his  path.     And  since  it  has  gone 


down,  a  twilight  rests  over  the  district,  by  which 
we  may  trace  on  the  tablet  of  every  heart  the 
character  of  Edward  Dromgoole.  The  Virtues 
of  the  father  stood  as  a  guarantee  for  the  promises 
of  the  son,  until  his  own  j^reat  abilities  changed 
doubt  into  assurance,  and  finally  obtained  from  his  ^ 

country  judgment  for  the  attributes  of  a  pure  pa- 
triot and  an  able  statesman. 

I  have  alluded  to  the  great  weight  of  his  opinions 
with  his  constituents.  The  present  political  posi- 
tion of  the  country  had  filled  their  minds,  as  it  has 
the  minds  of  all,  with  the  most  fearful  apprehen- 
sions about  the  future  fate  of  this  great  Confederacy. 
From  him  they  expected  to  learn  what  might  be 
the  probable  result  of  that  extraordinary  issue  be- 
tween the  North  and  the  South,  about  to  be  tried 
at  the  bar  of  this  House.  I  have  heard  his  reply 
to  questions  that  would  be  asked  him  about  this 
controversy — a  reply  tliat  should  sink  deep  in 
the  hearts  of  politicians.  It  was,  that  be  never 
doubted  there  still  remained  sense  and  virtue 
enough  in  the  body  of  the  people  to  adhere  to  the 
compact  of  their  fathers  and  preserve  this  Union. 
The  love  of  this  Union  was  a  passioti  with  this 
distinguished  man,  and  his  faith  in  the  continuance 
and  prosperity  of  this  Confederacy  was  such  as  no 
danger  or  crisis  could  shake. 

The  diminished  majority  by  which  he  was  elect- 
ed to  the  present  Congress  would  seem,  to  those 
at  a  distance,  to  indicate  that  he  had  lost  ground 
with  his  party.  No  fears  were  ever  entertained  of 
his  election,  and  it  was  well  understood  in  his  dis- 
trict that  numbers  of->his  friends  withheld  their 
votes  with  the  kind  intention  of  merely  trying  the 
chastening  effect  of  a  small  vote  and  seeming  indif- 
ference. But  few  ever  doubted  that  he  was  the 
decided  favorite  of  his  district;  and  had  every  po- 
litical friend  of  his  been  impressed  with  the  belief 
that  his  vote  was  necessary,  I  hazard  nothing  in 
saying  he  would  have  been  returned  by  a  majority 
of  eight.hundred  votes. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  sure  no  one  is  disposed  to 
regret  the  little  time  I  have  occupied  in  endeavor- 
ing to  give  a  short  and  imperfect  sketch  of  the  life 
and  character  of  this  justly  distinguished  man.  In 
a  fei*  days  more,  sir,  judging  from  the  signs  of 
the  times,  this  House  will  be  torn  by  every  pas- 
sion that  can  conspire  to  destroy  the  wisdom  of  its 
deliberations  and  contribute  to  a  country's  ruin.  ' 
It  may  have  a  salutary  effect,  and  mitigate  in 
some  measure  the  ferocity  of  the  war,  to  pause 
awhile  and  bend  for  a  short  space  over  the  grave 
of  one  who,  a  few  months  ago,  was  himself  ac- 
tively engaged  in  the  political  conflicts  which  even  ■ 
then  threatened  the  peace  of  the  country.  That 
voice  which  was  then  so  often  heard  above  the 
storm,  and  never  unheeded,  is  now  hushed  in 
death.  So  must  the  passions  which  now  disturb 
the  bosoms  of  his  survivors  fret  their  brief  hour, 
and  finally  subside  in  the  silence  of  the  grave. 

What  I  have  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  about  this 
gifted  man  was  no  less  due  to  his  own  high  char- 
acter and  extraordinary  qualities,  to  this  House, 
of  which  he  was  so  long  a  distinguished  member, 
than  to  the  deep  affection  and  abiding  confidence 
of  his  constituents,  who  believe  that  his  country, 
like  themselves,  with  a  single  tear  will  wash  away 
the  remembrance  of  his  faults,  while  with  proud 
and  lofty  emotions  she  may  contemplate  in  his 
character  that  "  noblest  work  o"f  Got^  an  honest 
man." 

Mr.  M.  concluded  by  moving  the  following 
resolutions: 

Rcxolred,  That  this  House  deeply  regrets  the  death  of  the 
Hon.  George  C  Dromijoole,  a  late  member  of  the  House 
from  the  State  of  Virginia. 

Resolvc'l,  That  the  members  and  officers  of  this  Hou?e 
will  testify  their  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased  by 
wearing  tiie  usual  badge  of  mourning  for  thirty  da.vs. 

Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  communicated  to  tho 
nearest  relatives  of  llie  deceased. 

Resolved,  That,  as  a  further  mark  of  respect,  this  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted,  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  December  18,  1847. 
Mr.  HUNT,  by  unanimous  consent,  presented 
n  preamble  and  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  in  favor  of  the  construction  of 
a  railroad  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
in  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  on  the  plan  proposed 
by  Mr.  Asa  Whitney.  Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Roads  and  Canals,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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Mr.  McLANE  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolution 
calling  for  information  from  one  of  the  Executive 
departments. 

The  SPEAKER  stated ,  as  there  was  a  special 
order  pending-  for  this  day,  the  resolution  could 
not  be  received  unless  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said,  as  the  report  of 
the  committee  had  been  printed  and  laid  on  the 
tables  of.the  members  within  the  last  five  minutes, 
he  was  ready  to  proceed  with  the  special  order. 

RULES  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  special  order, 
being  the  report  of  the  select  committee  on  rules, 
as  the  first  business  before  the  House. 

The  first  rule  was  a  substitute  for  the  thirty- 
third  rule,  usually  called  the  hour  rule,  by  which 
it  was  proposed  to  provide,  that — 

"  It  sliall  be  in  order  to  eiiterttiin  a  motion  when  made  to 
limit  tlie  time  which  each  member  may  occupy  in  debating 
any  question  in  tlie  House  or  Committee  to  a  period  not  less 
than  one  hour ;  provided,  that  where  the  House  iias  made 
on  order  fixing  tlie  time  for  discharging  the  committee  frojii 
the  further  consideration  of  any  bill,  orotlier  matter  referred 
to  it,  (after  acting  without  debate  on  »ll  amendments  pend- 
ing or  that  may  l>e  offered,)  debate  by  any  one  memlier 
before  sucli  order  takes  effect  may  Be  limited  to  one  quarter 
of  an  hour,  and  thereafter  the  nieniber  who  reported  the 
measure  under  consideration  from  any  comn'iittee^  may 
debate  the  same  for  one  hour;  and  any  member  shall  be 
allowed  in  committee  five  minutes  to  explain  the  object, 
nature,  and  effect,  of  any  amendment  which  he  may  ofier; 
and  all  motions  made  to  carry  out  this  rule  shall  be  decided" 
without  debate. 

To  this  the  following  had  been  offered  as  an 
alternative  in  committee  and  reported  W  the 
House:  » 

"  No  member  shall  occupy  more  than  one  hour  and  a  half 
in  debate  on  any  question  in  the  House  or  in  Committee  ; 
hut  a  member  reporting  the  measure  under  consideration 
from  a  committee  may  open  and  clo^e  the  didjate :  provi-ded, 
that  where  debate  is  closed  by  order  of  the  House,  any 
member  shall  be  allowed  in  committee  five  minutes  to  ex- 
plain any  amendment  he  may  offer." 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  question  to  be 
on  the  proposed  substitute  for  the  substitute  first 
reportecLby  the  committee. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  inquired  if  it  would  be  in  order 
to  move  to  amend  the  last  substitute. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  last  Substi- 
tute was  in  the  nature  of  an  amendment  to  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  HOWELL  COBB  thought  the  first  substi- 
tute wns  reported  as  a  distinct  proposition,  and  not 
as  an  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  then  intimated  that  he  would 
entertain  an  amendment. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  accordingly  moved  to  strike 
out  from  the  first  line  the  words  "  and  a  half,"  so 
as  to  limit  speeches  to  one  hour,  instead  of  one 
hour  and  a  half, as  the  amendment  proposed.  He 
thought  the  experience  of  the  House  had  demon- 
strated the  necessity  and  the  utility  of  the  hour 
rule — it  had  certainly  operated  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  House  and  of  the  country.  One  hour  was 
a  sufficient  length  of  time  for  any  gentleman  in 
which  to  present  his  views  on  any  one  question, 
and  with  such  a  limitation  an  opportunity  would 
be  afforded  to  a  larger  majority  of  the  members  to 
be  heard  than  if  an  hour  and  a  half  was  the  allotted 
period.  He  therefore  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  and  a  half." 

Mr.  COLLAMER  did  not  propose  to  say  much 
of  the  merits  of  this  hour  rule.  He  was  willing 
that  the  House  should  adopt  such  a  rule,  and  allow 
either  one  hour  or  one  and  a  half,  at  its  discretion; 
but  what  he  rose  for  more  particularly,  was  to  call 
the  attention , of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  there 
wflsa  provision  in  this  rule,  which,  in  hisjudgment, 
required  amendment.  There  was  a  provision, 
and  an  important  provision  it  was,  too,  which 
gave  to  the  member  reporting  a  measure  from  a 
committee  the  privilege  to  open  and  to  close  the 
debate. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  suggested  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  that  it  would  be  better  first 
10  dispose  of  the  hour  rule,  and  afterwards  other 
matters  might  be  considered. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  feared  he  should  afterwards 
be  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  accomplishing 
the  purpose  which  he  had  in  view,  which  was  to 
suggest  an  amendment  to  this  part  of  the  substi- 
tute. He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  House  would 
now  listen  to  him.  The  expression  used  was, that 
"  a  member^reporting  the  measure  under  consid- 
eration from  a  committee  may  open  and  close  the 
debate."  Now,  suppose  the  ca.se  of  a  bill  which 
came  from  the  Senate — and  it  was  well  known  that 


much  of  their  business  came  from  the  Senate—^ 
which  would  be  considered  in  committee  and  re- 
ported on  either  that  it  should  be  adopted  or  that 
it  ought  not  to  pass.  The  legitimate  question  then 
would  be  on  adopting  the  report  of  the  committee, 
and,  as  this  rule  stands,  the  member  who  made 
the  report  adverse  to  the  passage  would  not  have 
the  right  to  the  floor  because  the  report  was  against 
the  measure.  He  therefore  proposed,  at  the  proper 
time,  to  move  to  amend  by  inserting  the  word 
"  on"  before  the  words  "  the  measure,"  so  that  it 
should  read  "  but  a  member  reporting  on  the 
measure,"  &c.,  may  open  and  close  the  debate. 

Mr.  HOWELL  COBB  thought  that  idea  was 
carried  out  by  the  rale.  A  measure  is  referred  to 
a  committee,  and  that  committee  reports  against 
the  bill;  that  it  be  disagreed  to,  or  that  it  do  not 
pass;  and  it  was  intended  by  this  rule  to  give  to 
the  gentleman  making  such  report  the  permission 
which  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  desired  to  se- 
cure to  him. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  thought  they  might  a^well 
make  it  right  and  clear  early  as  late.  If  they  did 
not  do  so,  it  would,  from  its  ambiguity,  be  subject 
to  misconstruction. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said,  the  word^on  was 
suggested  in  committee,  and  he  was  in  favor  of  it, 
but  the  committee  thought  it  unnecessary. 

Mr.  TRUMAN  SMITH  would  ask  for  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  House  while  he  made  a  few  remarks 
on  the  subject  which  was  now  under  consideration. 
He  had  long  entertained  the  idea  that  some  essen- 
tial and  important  modifications  should  be  made 
in  the  rules  of  this  House,  with  a  view  to  secure 
great  and  prominent  objects.  It  was,  in  hisjudg- 
ment, very  important  that  the  rules  should  be 
methodized,  and,  if  possible,  abbreviated.  Several 
committees  of  this  House  have,  for  years  past, 
reported  revisions,  but,  from  an  apprehension  that 
it  might  now  lead  to  debate,  the  existing  committee 
had  reported  only  in  part,  suggesting  certain  im- 
portai:it  amendments  and  modifications,  reserving 
for  more  mature  consideration"  the  other  portions, 
a  debate  on  tvhich  now  might  prevent  the  accom- 
plishment of  anything. 

The  object  which  tire  committee  contemplated 
was,  first,  to  secure  a  full  and  free  discussion  of  all 
important  topics  when  they  were  before  the  House; 
in  the  second  place,  to  promote  order  and  deco- 
rum; and,  finally,  to  facilitate  the  transaction  of  the 
public  business.  If,  however,  these  amendments 
should  be  sanctioned,  they  would  accomplish  a 
great  deal.  And  here  he  desired  very  briefly  to 
advert  to  the  subject  of  the  one-hour  rule.  It 
would  be  recollected  that  the  hour  rule  was  intro- 
duced during  the  twenty-seventh  Congress — if  he 
mistook  not,  about  the  middle  of  the  second  ses- 
sion of  that  Congress.  It  would  also  be  recol- 
lected that  they  had  then  pending  before  them 
measures  of  very  great  importance,  and  it  was  be- 
lieved that  the  hour  rule  was  necessary.  The  ex- 
perience of  that  and  the  previous  session  had 
taught  them  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  transac- 
tion of  the  public  business,  by  placing  them  in  a 
condition  to  act  upon  the  great  questions  before 
them.  It  was  a  rule,  however,  which  did  not 
emanate  from  any  committee.  Notice  was  given 
of  an  amendment  to  the  rules  in  the  ordinary  form, 
and  it  not  only  received  his  vote,  but  was  sanc- 
tioned by  a  large  majority  of  the  House.  But  he 
was  free  to  say  that  he  had  long  entertained  the 
opinion  that  the  rule,  to  secure  a  full,  fair,  free, 
and  adequate  discussion  of  the  great  questions  un- 
der consideration,  required  some  modification,  and 
he  preferred  the  original  modification  which  during 
the  present  session  had  been  reported  by  the  Special 
Committee  on  Rules.  He  thought  it  much  better, 
in  fact,  than  that  now  before  the  House  for  its  ac- 
tion, though  he  had  yielded  in  committee  to  the 
opinion  of  the  majority,  who  preferred  the  substi- 
tute. 

He  did  not,  however,  concur  iir  opinion  with 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  C.  J.  In- 
GERS01.L,]  who  said  that  every  gentleman  in  the 
House  could  satisfactorily  discuss  any  question  in 
the  brief  space  of  one  hour.  Ordinarily  this  could 
be  done;  but  he  denied  that  any  gentleman  pos- 
sessed such  powers  of  condensation  as  would  en- 
able him  to  bring  all  his  arguments  within  that  brief 
space,  on  all  those  great  questions  on  which  they 
were  here  called  upon  to  act.  -  For  instance,  there 
was  the  great  question  of  the  tariff — he  cared  not 
whether  they  called  it  a  protective  or  a  revenue  tariff 
— on  which  ilo  honourable  member  of  this  House 


could  do  it.  There  were  gentlemen  here  who  had 
studied  that  subject  intently,  and  who  had  collected, 
a  large  mass  of  statistics  in  relation  to  it,  and  was 
it  to  be  believed  that  they  could  do  justice  to  them- 
selves and  the  subject  by  placing  it  properly  before 
the  House  and  the  country  in  the  brief  period  to 
which  this  rule  limits  debate  ?  In  the  circumstances 
in  which  they  were  placed  during  the  twenty -seventh 
Congress,  such  a  rule  was  very  proper,  but  it  ought 
not  now  to  be  the  rule  of  this  body.  He  should 
prefer  to  throw  open  all  subjects  for  free  debate  by 
any  gentleman,  to  any  extent  that  might  be  deemed 
reasonable.  He  admitted  that  the  privilege  of  de- 
bate had  been  abused — yea,  under  his  own  obser- 
vation; it  had  been  shamefully  abused;  but  such 
abuses  were,  to  some  extent,  incident  to  our  free 
institutions,  and  to  our  form  of  government.  It 
was,  however,  very  often  impossible  to  speak  sat- 
isfactorily on  a  question  in  the  brief  space  of  one 
hour.  He  would  mention  one  illustration.  During 
the  last  session  he  was  charged  with  a  bill  which 
came  from  the  Senate  making  appropriations  for 
indemnities  to  those  of  our  citizens  who  suffered 
spoliations  by  the  French  prior  to  1800.  This  was 
put  into  his  hands  by  the  committee  of  which  he 
was  a  member,  and  he  spent  several  weeks  in  ex- 
amining the  whole  subject,  that  he  might  come  to 
the  House  prepared  to  place  the  facts  before  it. 

In  the  Senate  it  was  debated,  two  entire  days 
having  been  occupied  by  the  Senator  who  sup- 
ported the  bill,  and  a  like  period  of  time  by  the 
Senator  who  opposed  it.     He  trusted  no  member 

-  of  this  House  imagined  for  a  moment  that  he  came 
here  contemplating  that  he  should  consume  two 
days  on  that  subject;  but,  if  so  much  time  wns 

.occupied  in  the  Senate,  how,  he  would  ask,  was 
it  possible  that  he  could  do  justice  to  the  subject 
in  one  short  hour.'  The  hour  rule,  however,  ex- 
isted, and  he  was  deterred  from  attempting  more 
than  a  simple  statement  of  the  leading  features  of 
the  case;  he  certainly  could  not  attempt  to  set  forth 
its  facts  and  principles,  which  he  had  collected, 
and  which  were  material  to  a  correct  understanding 
of  the  subject.  In  this  Congress  they  were  in  dif- 
ferent circumstances  than  was  the  twenty-seventh 
Congress:  he  was  not  aware  of  any  great  questions 
which  required  such  a  stringent  rule  for  their 
prompt  disposition.  He  desired  to  hear  from  his 
friend  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll] 
what  great  questions  they  were  likely  to  have  be- 
fore the  House  that  would  create  a  necessity  for 
this  rule .''  All  the  leading  measures  of  the  Atlmin- 
istration  were  carried  through  the  last  Congress. 
They  had  disposed  of  the  tariff  of  1846;  they  had 
carried  through  their  subtreasury  law;  they  had 
adopted  all  their  other  great  measures,  to  which  he 
need  not  more  particularly  refer;  and  he  therefore 
desired  to  ask  the  House  what  they  had  before 
them  on  this  occasion  other  than  the  ordinary 
business  of  Congress.'  No  gentleman  could  sup- 
pose that  we  were  to  have  any  further  revision  of 
the  reveniie  laws.  There  might  be  some  depart- 
mental reforms,  but  there  would  be  no  revision  of 
the  tariff.  What  measures  of  the  Administration, 
then,  were  there  to  be  brought  forward  that  would 
require  this  rule.'  They  might  have  the  war  with 
Mexico  and  kindred  topics,  and  respecting  them 
he  begged  leave  to  say  that  he  desired  a  free,  un- 
restricted, unlimited  debate.  If,  then,  the  original 
substitute  for  the  33d  rule  were  sanctioned  by  the 
House,  the  House  at  its  pleasure  might  allow  un- 
restricted debate,  and  at  its  pleasure  pass  an  hour 
rule;  and  when  it  made  an  order  for  the  closing  of 
debate  it  could  limit  debate  to  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
and^thus  the  House  would  ever  have  its  measures 
under  its  control.  It  was  well  known  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  had,  to  a  great  degree — 
whatever  it  might  have  formerly  possessed — lost 
its  character  of  a  deliberative  assembly.  It  wSs 
well  known  that  not  one  out  of  five  hundred 
speeches  there,  produced  any  very  great  effect  on 
the  action  of  that  body.  It  was  well  known  that 
all  great  measures  of  policy  were  carried,  not  by 
the  force  of  debate,  but  by  consultation  among 
themselves  in  private,  as  to  the  character  of  the 
measure  and  its  various  provisions.  He  had  long 
felt  a  strong  desire  to  see  the  accomplishment  of 
an  amendment  in  the  character  of  this  body,  by  a 
modification  of  its  rules  so  as  to  make  it  in  truth  a 
deliberative  body,  and  so  that  its  debates  could  be 
listened  to  with  respect.  He  wished  to  see  their 
debates  so  regulated  that  they  could  listen  with 
respect  to  each  other  and  profit  by  the  suggestions 
of  honorable  members  who  might  occupy  the  floor. 
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He  did  not  kno%V  that  he  ought  nt  this  time — he 
did  not  know  that  it  would  be  entirely  in  order  to 
recur  to  the  other  propositions  embraced  in  the 
report  submitted  by  the  committee,  and  which 
would  hereafter  come  under  consideration. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  remind  the 
honorable  gentleman  of  the  pending  question, 
which  was  alone  tiie  subject  of  debate. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  was  not  aware,  then,  that 
he  had  anything  to  add  on  the  subject  of  the  mod- 
ification of  the  hour  rule;  but  that,  if  the  House 
siiould  adopt  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Pollock,]  he 
should  deem  it  his  duly  to  urge  the  rejection  of 
the  entire  amendment,  and  the  adoption  of  tlie 
oriffinal  rule  proposed  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  did  not  purf)ose  long  to  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  House.  He  did  not  assume 
to  be  the  peculiar  champion  of  the  hour  rule;  he, 
however,  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  it,  and  he 
certainly  would  be  among  the  last  members  on 
this  floor  to  do  anything  to  infringe,  directly  or 
indirectly,  u[ion  the  most  perfect  freedom  of  de- 
bate. In  voting  for  the  continuance  of  the  hour 
rule,  he  believed  he  was  not  infringing  at  all  upon 
the  freedom  of  debate,  or  upon  any  privilege  of 
any  member  upon  this  floor.  He  i-ecognized  to 
the  fullest  extent  the  right  guarantied  by  the  Con- 
stitution. The  Constitution  provided  that  Con- 
gress should  make  no  law  "  abridging  the  freedom 
of  speech  or  of  the  press,"  &c. 

The  regulation  proposed  to  be  reestablished  by 
the  amendment  which  he  had  olFered  could  not  be 
regarded  as  an  infringement  on  the  liberty  of 
speech.  It  was  simply  a  regulation  or  a  rule  by 
wliich  that  right  should  be  e.xercised.  It  was 
no  more  a  restraint  of  the  great  right  of  freedom' 
of  speech  than  any  other  regulation  or  law  is  a 
restraint  upon  the  rights  of  the  people.  Every 
law  which  is  found  on  our  statute-book  to  that 
extent  may  be  said  to  b»  an  abridgment  of  the 
naturnl  liberty  of  the  people;  and  every  man, 
when  he  enters  into  society,  gives  up  a  part  of  his 
uatural  liberty. 

Tlie  rule  thus  laid  down,  as  the  experience  of 
every  individual  who  is  familiar  with  the  proceed- 
ings and  debates  of  the  American  Congress  testi- 
fies, has  been  conducive  of  the  best  results.  He 
fully  appreciated  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  the 
twenty-seventh  Congress.  He  believed  the  re- 
forms then  effected — of  which  the  hour  rule  was 
one — had  had  a  weighty  influence  upon  the  pros- 
perity of  the  country. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  interposed,  and  (Mr. 
Pollock  yielding)  said  he  apprehended  his  friend 
from  Connecticut  [Mr.  S.mith]  was  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  the  hour  rule  was  not  in  existence 
when  the  tariff  of  1842  was  passed.  The  gentle- 
man would  find,  on  reference  to  the  records,  that 
that  rule  had  then  been  adopted,  and  the  debate 
upon  that  important  bill  was  conducted  under  it. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  (resuming)  expressed  his  re- 
gret that  the  acts  of  that  Congress  had  to  so  great 
an  extent  been  bjottcd  from  our  statute  hook;  and 
he  believed  that  the  proceedings  of  the  28th  Con- 
gress would  yet  [jroduce  results  which  would  de- 
monstrate the  wisdom  of  the  27th  Congress,  and 
the  folly  of  the  two  succeeding  ones,  whose  meas- 
ures had  been  so  antagonistical  to  those  then 
adopted.  The  hour  rule  found  its  origin  in  the 
y7ih  Congress.  Among  the  many  wise  measures 
that  were  then  introduced  and  passed,  and  have 
since  become  the  settled  policy  of  the  country, 
was  the  hour  rule.  He  regarded  it  as  a  Whig 
measure,  and  he  should  deeply  regret  that  the  first 
act  of  the  Whig  majority  now  on  this  floor  should 
be  the  repeal  of  a  rule  which  has  received  the 
sanction  of  every  man  familiar  with  the  proceed- 
ings of  Congress. 

He  referred  to  the  experience  of  gentlemen  in 
reference  to  this  matter.  They  knew  that  when 
the  period  was  limitod  for  debate,  many  members 
talked  as  a  matter  of  course  till  the  time  expired; 
if  it  wa.s  extended  to  one  hour  and  n  half,  their 
Bpecchea  would  be  -ju.st  one  hour  and  a  half  long; 
be  the  time  long  or  short,  that  time  would  be  filled 
up.  Such  had  been  his  observation  as  long  as  he 
had  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  on  this  floor. 

Another  ground  on  which  he  advocated  this 
hour  rule  was,  that  it  was  a  sanitary  regulation. 
From  the  mariner  in  which  this  Hall  was  con- 
Btnicied,  an  individual  to  be  heard  rcfpiired  to  exert 
all  the  power  of  his  voice;  every  organ  was  called 
into  exercise,  or  he  could  not  be  heard.     Now,  as 


a  mere  sanitary  regulation,  to  prevent  members 
who  desire   to   speak  from   bringing  upon   them- 
selves, by  too  long-continued  exertion   of  the  or- 
gans   of    the   voice,    that   prevalent   disease,    the ' 
bronchitis,  he  was  strongly  in  favor  of  the  rule. 

His  friend  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Smith]  had 
said  that,  out  of  five  hundred  speeches  delivered 
here,  not  one  afl'ected  or  changed  the  proceedings. 
If  that  were  true,  why  should  those  five  hundred 
speeches  that  could  be  delivered  in  five  hundred 
hours,  be  allowed  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House 
for  seven  hundred  and  fifty  hours? 

It  was  very  well  known  to  members  in  this  Hall 
that  the  usual  mode  M'as  to  S|)eak  an  hour,  and, 
by  what  was  a  universal  understanding,  to  write 
out  afterwards  what  gentlemen  might  have  desired 
to  add.  The  speeches  made  here  were  not  intend- 
ed to  operate  upon  the  House,  but  upon  the  coun- 
try. When  gentlemen  got  up  and  addressed  "Mr. 
Speaker,"  they  did  not  speak  to  tlie  Speaker  or 
the  House,  but  to  their  constituents  at  home;  and 
that  not  by  means  of  a  powerful  voice,  but  by 
the  aid  of  those  powerful  instruments  the  pen  and 
the  press.  And  in  view  of  this,  there  was  not  a 
gentleman  here  who  could  not  satisfactorily  to  this 
House  discuss  any  of  the  questions  which  agitate 
the  country.  Not  that  he  could,  in  the  space  of 
an  hour,  investigate  and  elucidate  all  the  principles 
he  might  wish  to  present,  but  when  he  retires  to 
his'own  room,  by  the  midnight  lamp,  through  the 
ageiicy  of  the  pen  and  the  press,  he  might  reach 
every  nook  and  corner  of  this  Confederacy  with 
the  reasonings  and  conclusions  of  his  own  mind, 
presented  in  the  form  which  best  suited  him. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  hour  rule,  as  going 
to  infringe  u[)on  the  freedom  of  debate,  was  un- 
constitutional; but  if  such  a  limitation  were  a  vio- 
lation of  the  Constitution,  the  hour-and-a-half  rule 
now  proposed  was  equally  so. 

Now,  in  relation  to  the  measures  expected  to 
come  before  Congress  during  the  present  session, 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  told  them  that 
there  were  no  great  ones  except  the  war  measures. 
He  (Mr.  P.)  presumed  there  were  not.  And  was 
there  a  gentleman  on  this  floor,  he  would  ask,  who 
wished  more  than  an  hour  to  discuss  what  had 
been  again  and  again  discussed  by  members  upon 
this  floor  and  in  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  in 
our  State  Legislatures,  by  the  press,  by  every  man 
in  the  community.' 

He  was  an  advocate  of  this  rule  on  every  prin- 
ciple. He  sinceiely  hoped  it  would  be  retained, 
and  he  believed  that  the  consequences  that  would 
flow  from  it  would  be  such  as  would  advance  the 
legislation  of  this  House,  and  give  to  a  greater 
number  of  members  of  this  House  the  right  of 
being  iieard  on  questions  they  wish  to  discuss. 

Mr.  WOODWARD  was  opposed  to  any  alter- 
ation of  the  rules  of  this  House  upon  this  subject; 
and  in  expressing  his  views  he  should  advert  to 
what  he  considered  a  very  fundamental  mis  con- 
ception of  the  question  of  the  right  of  members  to 
debate  here  one  hour,  two  hours,  or  at  all.  It  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  "  freedom  of  speech"  as 
secured  by  the  Constitution.  The  provision  of 
the  Constitution  in  favor  of  the  liberty  of  speech 
was  to  protect  the  people;  to  enable  a  man  to  enter- 
tain iiis  own  thoughts,  and  to  declare  them  pub- 
licly on  all  occasions;  to  enable  a  man  to  express 
his  opinions  upon  politics,  upon  public  men,  upon 
religion;  to  give  men  universally  the  right  to  do 
that  for  which  Galileo  was  put  to  the  rack.  No 
man  had  a  natural  right  to  speak  here;  your  rights 
here  are  conventional;  the  right  of  debate  is  confer- 
red by  this  body.  No  individual  in  any  assembly  of 
men  lias  a  natural  right  to  make  a  speech  and  com- 
pel everybody  to  listen  to  him.  The  right  you 
have  is  a  conventional  right,  a  right  conferred  by 
this  body  itself;  it  has  nothing  in  the  world  to  do 
with  that  liberty  of  speech  in  the  enjoyment  of 
whid)  this  Constitution  proposes  to  protect  the 
citizens  of  the  country.  It  does  not  confer  the 
privilege  of  talking  upon  members  of  this  body  or 
anybody,  or  the  necessity  upon  anybody  to  hear 
anybody  who  wants  to  make  a  speech. 

He  was  in  favor  of  a  limited  debate  to  one  hour. 
It  increased  the  quantity  of  time  allowed  to  each 
man  for  debate;  it  increased  the  number  of  men. 
If  it  be  a  right,  the  way  to  protect  it  is  to  diffuse 
it,  to  divide  it  amongst  the  greatest  number,  and 
iKit  to  allow  a  i\)w  comparatively  to  consume  the 
time  of  the  country  in  making  long-winded  ha- 
rangues delivered  here  to  eniptybenches.  He  main- 
tuined  that  u  division  was  u  protection  of  tlie  right. 


This  rule  enlarged  the  nimiber  of  men  who  might 
speak  here.  He  knew  questions  could  not  be  well 
discussed, frequently,  in  the  course  of  asingle  hour. 
But,  in  the  gross,  you  would  get  a  larger  amount 
of  argviment  from  a  number  of  .speakers  than  you 
would  from  a  few  occupying  a  great  while.  He 
knew  it  would  gratify  tlie  vanity  of  some  to  be  al- 
lowed to  speak  at  their  own  plea.'^ure  to  exhaust 
the  subject.  Many  of  those  fortunate  enough  to 
get  the  floor  would  be  very  glad  to  do  so.  He 
would  not  indulge  gentlemen  in  this  way;  he  would 
let  more  speak,  he  would  let  some  speak  less;  the 
House  would  then  get  a  greater  amount  of  argu- 
ment— more  light  on  the  subjects  which  came  be- 
fore it.  He  should,  therefore,  vote  against  this 
one  hour  and  a  half  rule. 

Mr.  HENLEY  wished  to  make  a  remark  or  two 
in  relation  to  this  hour  rule.  The  gentleman  from 
Pemisylvania  [Mr.  Pollock]  had  said  it  was 
adopted  as  a  Whig  measure  in  the  27lh  Congress. 
According  to  Mr.  H.'s  recollection,  this  was  true. 
It  was  adopted  then  by  the  Whig  party,  as  tliey 
then  avowed  and  now  avow,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  them  to  go  on  and  expedite  business;  so 
that  the  party  then  in  a  small  minority  might  not 
be  able,  by  interminable  debate  and  delay,  to  pre- 
vent, them  from  doing  what  they  came  to  do,  and 
what  lie  believed  they  did  do  pretty  much  to  their 
own  satisfaction,  if  not  to  the  satisfaction  of  ilie 
country.  Now,  it  was  very  strange  that  this  pro- 
position to  repeal  the  rule  came  from  the  same 
party  who  adopted  it,  in  order,  as  they  said,  to  eii- 
able-them  to  go  on  and  do  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try. '  Now  they  had  got  into  the  majority  again, 
and  they  came  forward  to  repeal  this  same  rule. 
What  was  the  reason.'  Was  it  tliat  they  might 
not  be  enabled  to  do  business  ?  Had  they  taken 
alarni  from  the  judgment  which  the  country  had 
pronounced  against  them  then  ?  And  were  they  to 
repeal  this  rule,  so  tiiat  they  may  attempt  to  jus- 
tify themselves  for  doing  nothing  by  saying,  not- 
withstanding we  had  a  majority,  we  were  still  lui- 
able  to  do  anything  from  the  delay  which  our  op- 
ponents were  enabled  to  make  by  intermirTable  dis- 
cussion, and  in  oth.er  ways.'  Was  that  the  reason 
why  gentlemen,  leading  Whigs,  proposed  a  repeal 
of  this  Whig  rule,  as  it  was  claimed  to  be  ?  Tiie 
truth  was,  this  rule  was  opposed  then  to  some  ex- 
tent by  the  Democratic  party,  because  they  were 
then  in  the  minority;  they  had  no  responsibility 
for  the  carrying  on  the  business  of  legislation;  they 
cared  not,  perhaps,  what  was  done,  or  rather,  they 
thought  it  was  better  that  nothing  should  be  done, 
for  they  considered  that  the  action  of  the  party  in 
power  would  be  worse  than  to  consume  the  time  in 
debate.  But  when  they  got  into  power  the  Demo- 
cratic party  readopted  it;  they  were  driven  to  it 
because  there  is  a  sort  of  mania  for  speaking  here. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  said  no  individ- 
ual could  do  justice  to  the  subjects  to  be  discussed 
here  in  an  hour.  This  might  perhaps  be  the  case 
on  some  extreme  occasions.  But  did  not  the  gen- 
tleman know  perfectly  well  that  if  he  could  not  do 
justice  to  a  subject  during  his  hour,  some  of  his 
friends  could  take  it  up,  and  clear  up  the  subject;  and 
after  you  get  through  a  discussion  in  this  way  you 
would  find  full  justice  done  to  it.'  Look  into  the 
debates  of  former  years — of  our  forefathers,  who 
certainly  were  as  wise  as  we  are,  if  they  did  not 
talk  as  much;  look  into  the  debates  in  the  Conven- 
tion which  framed  the  Constitution;  you  see  less 
than  a  square  in  a  newspaper,  which  would  cost  a 
dollar  for  advertising,  is  as  great  a  space  as  many 
of  the  speeches  of  Franklin,  Jeflferson,  and  such 
men  occupy  in  delivering  opinions  upon  subjects 
certainly  of  as  much  importance  as  tiny  which  can 
come  before  this  House  now.  Their  remarks  were 
brief,  to  the  point,  easily  understood;  aud  we 
should  certainly  be  following  good  examples  if  we 
made  these  men  our  models  in  speaking. 

But  a  very  great  difficulty,  alluded  to  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Woodward,] 
IS,  thiit  if  gentlpmen  get  the  floor  early,  and  are 
enabled  to  speak  as  long  as  they  please,  they  may 
anticipate  what  many  others  would  have  had  to 
say.  It  is  a  kind  of  vanity  which  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  would  give  no  encouragement 
to.  Now,  Mr  H.  confessed  the  great  difficulty 
with  him  was,  unless  he  did  get  the  floor  early, 
that  some  other  genileinan  would  anticipate  him 
and  say  precisely  everything  which  Jie  v/ished  to, 
and  then  he  certainly  would  not  detain  the  House 
by  repeating  it,  and  so  he  was  prevented  from 
s])caking  at  all. 
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He  hoped  the  House  would  not  now  repeal  the 
hour  rule.  Some  convenience  might  result  from 
its  repeal,  but  it  would  be  found  necessary,  and 
they  would  be  obliged  to  adopt  it  again.  The  other 
rules  reported  by  the  committee  he  thought  would 
work  well,  and  he  hoped  would  be  concurred  in, 
while  ihe  House  refused  to  alter  or  repeal  the 
liour  rile,  which  the  experience  of  this  House 
proved  had  worked  so  well. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  said,  if  he  thought  it 
was  to  be  hoped  for,  he  would  ask  this  House  to 
reject  all  the  rules  imposing  any  restriction  upon 
free  debate  in  this  House,  if  the  House  would 
not  go  as  far  as  that,  he  trusted  they  would  at 
least  meet  on  the  platform  of  the  rule  now  under 
discussion,  without  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man fiom  Pennsylvani.-i,  [Mr.  Pollock.]  In 
reference  to  the  history  of  the  hour  ride,  Mr.  C. 
said  it  was  passed  by  the  Whig  Congress — the 
27th  Congress — and- it  was  universally  denounced 
in  the  section  of  the  country  from  which  he  came, 
by  the  Democratic  party.  So  far  as  there  was 
any  glory  attached  to  the  origin  or  conlinuance'of 
that  rule,  he  desired  to  wipe  his  hands  of  it.  The 
Democratic  majority  did  continue  it  during  the  23th 
and  29tli  Congresses.  Mr.  C.  was  in  the  major- 
ity then;  he  voted  against  it:  now  he  was  in  the 
minority;  he  should  vote  against  it.  He  believed 
it  to  be  wrong,  and  that  the  arguments  urged  by 
the  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Wood- 
ward] and  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Henley]  in  favor 
of  it  were  in  fact  objections  to  it. 

He  desired  to  disabuse  the  House  of  one  prom- 
inent erroneous  idea,  as  put  forth  by  the  gentle- 
men from  Pennsylvania,  South  Carolina,  and  Indi- 
ana. It  was  said  the  hour  rule  enables  you  to 
dispose  of  your  business  in  a  shorter  time;  that  it 
curtails  debate.  That  is  not  true,  in  my  judgment. 
Gentlemen  refer  to  the  long  debates  of  former 
times,  to  the  night  sessions,  and  say  that  it  was 
impossible  for  the  majority  of  the  House  to  de- 
spatch the  business  of  this  House.  This  was  true; 
it  occurred  in  the  26th  and  in  preceding  Congresses; 
but  this  difficulty  was  not  remedied  bj'  the  hour 
rule.  It  was  by  a  rule  adopted  also  by  the  27th 
Congress,  for  which  they  deserve  vastly  more 
credit  than  for  the  hour  rule.  The  hour  rule  does 
not  limit  debate;  but  the  rule  by  which  they  ex- 
pedited the  business  of  the  27th  Congress  was  the 
rule  giving  to  the  majority  of  the  House  the  powei- 
by  resolution  to  conclude  debate  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  whenever 
they  will.  Previous  to  that  it  required  a  vote  of 
two-thirds.  The  majority  of  the  27th  Congress 
found  they  could  never  obtain  two-thirds,  and  that 
their  measures  would  be  forever  under  discussion. 
They  adopted  a  rule  that  a  majority  at  any  time 
might  stop  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  vote  upon  the  bill,  and 
when  reported  and  you  get  into  the  House,  you 
can  call  the  previous  question  at  any  time.  That 
is  the  rule  of  the  27t^  Congress,  readopted  by  the 
28th  and  29th  Congresses,  and  not  the  hour  rule, 
M'hich  has  been  this  potent  instrument  for  facilita- 
ting business.  So  far  as  the  hour  rule  is  concern- 
ed, what  matters  it  to  the  majority  whether  the 
same  time  is  consumed  by  twenty  members  or  by 
five.'  But  under  this  other  rule  your  majority,  as 
our  majority  in  the  last  Congress,  have  power  to 
stop  debate  in  the  middle  of  a  speech,  and  after 
vote,  without  debate,  to  have  the  bill  reported  to 
the  House,  in  order  to  be  acted  oh.  Mr.  C.  trust- 
ed, then,  that  gentlemen  would  not  give  their  sup- 
port to  the  hour  rule,  on  the  ground  that  it  expe- 
dited business.     It  did  not. 

But  the  gentlemen  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Woodward]  and  Indiana  [Mr.  Henley]  support 
the  rule  on  the  ground  that  it  affords  to  a  greater 
number  an  opportunity  of  speaking.  Well,  that 
may  be  true;  but  wherein  do  they  discover  benefit 
in  that,  or  expedition  to  business.'  They  say  it 
avoids  the  consequences  of  having  no  limitation 
upon  debate,  when  some  one  obtains  the  floor  and 
anticipates  them,  saying  what  they  intended  to 
say.  But  that  very  state  of  things  would  lessen 
debate  on  this  floor.  What  do  I  care  to  detain  the 
House  for  the  pui-pose  of  pressing  upon  the  House 
or  the  country  a  certain  argument,  if  some  kind 
friend  has  done  it  for  me.'  It  saves  me  so  much 
labor  and  time.  It  should  never  be  an  objection 
for  me  to  the  argument  of  a  friend  that  he  takes 
the  views  which  I  desired  to  present.  I  believe 
the  rejection  of  the  hour  and  of  the  hour  and  a 
lialf  limitation  would  lessen  debate,  and  make  it 


legitimate  and  proper.     Gentlemen  who  take  part 
in   the  debate  would   discuss   subjects  fully,  and 
when  the  arguments  are  fairly  and  thoroughly  pre- 
sented on  both  sides,  there  is  an  end  of  the  debate. 
But  under  the  rule  as  existing  at  the  last  Congress, 
a  gentleman  presents  one  or  two  views  during  his 
!    hour;  another  has  an  isolated  view;  he  travels  over 
i!  all   the  ground   before  he  gets  to   it;  and  so  the 
j!  ground  is  gone  ovfr  and  over,  and  the  same  argu- 
ji  ments  presented,  perhaps  in  little  different  forms, 
jl  by  gentleman  after  gentleman.     Read  your  debates 
;!  under  the  hour  rule,  and  see  if  this  is  not  the  case. 
h  In  the  discussion  of  the  tariff"  act  of  1842  seventy- 
Ij  five   or  eighty  speeches  were  delivered,  and   see 
how  the  same  ideas  were  presented  over  and  over 
in  them. 
Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  (in  his  seat.)     There 
ij  were  ninety-two  speeches  on  the  Oregon  question. 
ii       Mr.  COBB.     I   am  reminded   by  a  friend  that 
!;  there  were  ninety-two  speeches — a  larger  nuniber 
j;  than  on  the  tarilf — made  on  the  Oregon  question. 
|j       Throw  open  the  debate,  and  let  gentlemen  dis- 
I]  cuss  it  till  they  have  given  a  full  examination  of 
!j  the  subject,  and  presented  all  the  views  they  wish 
']  to  present.     Well  may  gentlemen  then  be  content 
i!  with  it,  and  we  not  desire  to  obtrude  ourselves  upon 
the  House,  when  everything  that  we  can  say  has 
i  already  been  said,  and  better  than  we  could  do  it 
;  ourselves. 

It  seemed  to  him,  therefore,  that  a  restriction 
upon  debate  increased  rather  than  lessened  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Henley]  ad- 
verts to  the  early  history  of  the  (fountry,  and  to 
the  speeches  of  the  patriots  of  that  day.  They  had 
no  necessity  for  such  a  rule;  and  for  half  a  century 
we  have  been  without  limitation  or  restriction  on 
the  freedom  of  speech.  And  since  the  adoption  of 
the  rule  to  terminate  debate,  I  see  not  why  debate 
should  not  be  free  and  full  until  so  terminated.  I 
would  prefer  to  see  all  restrictions  abolished;  but, 
for  the  purpose  of  accommodating  gentlemen  who 
believe  the  hour  rule  the  best,  and  also  gentlemen 
who,  like  me,  are  opposed  to  all  restrictions,  I  am 
willing  to  take  the  hour  and  a  half  rule.  I  would 
prefer  to  see  both  rules  dispensed  with;  I  believe 
they  operate  unfavorably  on  the  despateli  of  busi- 
ness— certainly  on  an  enlightened  discussion. 

Mr.  C.  B.  SMITH,  as  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, desired  to  say  a  few  words  on  this  subject. 
He  believed  the  committee,  at  its  earlier  meetings, 
almost  unanimously  approved  of  dispensing  with 
the  hour  rule,  and  authorized  its  chairman  so  to 
report;  but,  at  a  subsequent  meeting,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  offer,  in  the  nature  of  a  compromise,  the 
rule  which  proposed  to  fix  the  limit  at  an  hour  and 
a  half.  Not  that  the  committee  was  in  favor  of 
such  a  restriction,  but  from  a  fear  that  unless  such 
a  restriction  were  submitted  the  hour  rule  would 
be  adopted.  He  never  voted  for  it,  and  his  expe- 
rience had  taught  him  that  it  was  calculated  to  do 
more  harm  than  good.  He  could  not  see  why 
gentlemen  should  be  confined" to  one  hour  in  the 
expression  of  their  opinion.  For  some  the  rule 
afforded  an  insufficient  time,  and  for  others  it  was 
too  long;  but  gentlemen,  seeing  that  the  hour'-rule 
was  adopted,  sometimes  felt  themselves  called'upon 
to  speak  out  their  hour,  so  that  it  would  be  per- 
ceived the  rule  worked  both  ways.  All  must  have 
observed  how  anxiously  gentlemen  turned  to  the 
clock  in  the  course  of  their  remarks  to  see  tliat  they 
occupied  the  full  hour  allowed  by  the  rule;  but  if 
there  were  no  limit  they  would  not  attempt  to  speak 
an  hour.  He  did  not  believe  the  result  would  be 
satisfactory  if  this  rule  were  adopted.  An  hour 
was  a  short  time  for  the  discussion  of  an  important 
question;  it  was  too  short  to  examine  any  question 
which  required  deliberation;  too  short  to  allow  any 
gentleman  to  express  his  views  to  the  satisfaction 
of  himself  and  his  constituents.  He  knew  there 
had  been  abuses;  fore  some  gentlemen,  when  there 
were  no  such  restrictions,  had  consumed  a  week. 
It  was  true  this  had  been  done;  and  it  was  for  the 
purpose  of  obviating  the  recurrence  of  this  that  the 
committee  had  agreed  to  the  rule  now  before  the 
House,  changing  the  rule  from  one  hour  to  one 
hour  and  a  half,  which  would  afford  more  time 
than  would  be  tlesired  by  many  gentlemen.  If 
this  rule  were  adopted,  he  did  not  suppose  that 
every  gentleman  would  feel  bound  to  speak  an 
horn-  and  a  half;  and  therefore  it  cut  olF  the  objec- 
tions that  might  be  made  to  some  gentlemen  speak- 
ing at  an  interminable  length,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  too  great  a  restriction  on  the  t'reedom  of 
debate.     If  the  proposition  of  the  committee  were 


concurred  in,  its  practical  operation,  he  thought, 
would  afford  satisfaction  to  the  House.  As  he 
had  already  said,  it  was  offered  by  the  committee 
in  the  nature  of  a  coinpromise  between  two  ex- 
treme limits — the  one-hour  rule  on  the  one  hand, 
and  no  restriction  whatever  on  the  other. 

Mr.  VINTON  entirely  concurred   in  the  views 
expressed   by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Cobb.]     He  had  been  in  this  House  fourteen  years 
when  there  was  no  hour  rule  nor  restriction  on  the 
right  of  speech.     He  had  been  here  from  four  to 
six  years  under  the  rule,  and  he  was  very  sure 
that  in  the  transaction  of  business  by  this  rule  they 
had  gained  nothing.     On  the  contrary,  the  debates 
of  this  Hou.se,  he  thought,  had  very  greatly  lost 
character  and   caste   by  the  introduction    of  that 
rule,  and  the  influence  of  the  House,  he  was  sat- 
;  isfied,   had   suffered   very  greatly  by   it.     When 
there  was  no  restriction  on  debate,  if  a  gentleman 
I  who  had  the   floor  in  any  way   misapprehended 
j  what  had  been  said   before,  or  if  he  fell  into  any 
I  mistake,  he  was  always  ready  to  give  way  for  an 
explanation,  because  he  did  not  dream  that  he  was 
pressed  for  time.     But  under  this  hour  rule,  when 
a  gentleman  got  the  floor,  no  matter  how  he  mis- 
represented another,  no  matter  how  he  had  misun- 
derstood a  preceding  speaker,  no  matter  how  great 
the  mistake  into  which  he  had  fallen,  it  was  with 
difficulty  he   could   be  induced    to  give  way  for 
explanation.     Indeed  it  made  gentlemen  to  some 
extent  like  a  mastiff  with  a  bone,  they  held  on  to 
I  what  they  had  got  in  their  power;  the  House  had 
j  therefore  lost  in  courtesy  by  this  rule. 
j      The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Smith]  said 
I  that  one  hour  was  not  sufficient  for  the  expression 
I  of  their  views  on   any  important  question;   but 
another  gentleman  from  Indiana   [Mr.  Henley] 
i  said,  if  that  were  so,  let  one  gentleman  take  up  the 
[  subject  where  another  left  off — as  if  a  gentleman 
!  would  be  willing  to  start  in  the  middle  of  a  sub- 
I  ject.     In  one  hour,  a  gentlemain  might  not  be  able 
j  to  make  more  than  half,  or  perad venture  one-third, 
I  of  a  speech;  but  he  writes  out  a  speech,  and  pre- 
:  sents  that  to  the  country  which  was  never  delivered 
I  here,  and  consequently   which   nobody   had  had 
j  an  opportunity  to  answfer.     When  he  first  came 
'  here,  if  any  gentleman  had  done  so,  it  would  have 
i  been  deemed  a  mean  thing,  and  a  fraud  on  the 
I  House.     But  the   hour  rule  made  this,  to  some 
I  extent,   necessary,  and   it  would  continue  to  be 
done  as  long  as  that  rule  is  retained.     He  was  in 
favor  of  the  proposition  as  orginally  submitted  by 
the  committee;  but,  as  an  amendment  had  been 
offered  by  way  of  compromise,  he  should  go  for 
that  compromise,   on    the   presumption    that   the 
committee  was  satisfied  that  it  could  not  carry  the 
best  thing.     Not  being  able  to  obtain  the  best,  he 
should  take  the  next  best,  and  sustain  the  compro- 
mise.    The  report  of  the  committee,  as  oi'iginally 
made  by  the  chairman,  [Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll,]  in 
his  view,  appeared  to  provide  for  all  the  difficulties 
that  had  been  experienced,  and  to  answer  every 
objection  that  could  be  made.     It  was  true,  it  was 
sometimes  necessary  that  there  should  be  a  restric- 
tion on  the  consumption  of  the  time  of  the  House. 
The  right  of  debate,  as  a  general  thing,  ought  to 
be   unrestricted.     There   should   be   a  restriction 
only  in  case  of  emergency.  If  there  was  an  emer- 
gency, then,   as   a  matter   of  course,   restriction 
ought    to   be   put   on  debate,  so  as  to   meet   the 
emergency;  and  such  was  the  original  proposition 
of  the  committee.      It  was  cases    of  emergency 
which  gave   to   the  House  the  right  to  resort  to 
restra[int.     And  what  more  did  they  want.'    The 
House  could  thus  be  protected  against  abuse,  and 
provide  for  imminent  cases.     The  rule,  as  origi- 
nally proposed,  left  debate  open  when  no  emer- 
gency existed,  and  did  not  require  gentlemen  to 
cut  up  their  speeches  into   halves  or  thirds,  for 
other  gentlemen  to  take  up,  according  to  the  plan 
of  the  gentleman   from  Indiana,   [Mr.  Henley.] 
It  gave  gentlemen  who   understood   a  subject  an 
opportunity  to  make  a  statesmanlike  speech  upon 
it,  which  it  would  be  next  to  impossible  to  do  if 
they  were   to    be  limited   to  one  hour.     For  the 
reasons  he  had  given,  and  for  many  others  which 
he  might  give,  if  he  would  be  justified  in  trespass- 
ing upon  the  time  of  the  Hou.se,  he  was  in  tavor 
of  the   proposition   originally  made  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  said  he 
would  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Pollock,]  to  strikeout 
"  and  a  half/' and  then  he  should  vote  against  tiie 
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substitute  proposed  by  the  committee,  preferring 
the  original  proposition  of  the  Committee  on 
Rules.  He  diflered  with  gentlemen  who  said  that 
discussions  on  any  question  had  no  effect  on  the 
House.  He  did  not  think  so;  and  he  thought  they 
had  the  ordinary  effect  whicli  discussions  have  in 
deliberative  bodies.  He  knew  his  own  views  had 
been  often  niodified  by  the  expression  of  the  views 
of  other  gentlemen  on  this  floor;  but  if  it  was  true, 
as  gentlemen  had  said,  that  a  great  mass  of  speech- 
es made  there  were  to  go  abroad,  he  did  not  know 
why  they  should  listen  to  what  was  not  designed 
to  affect  them  there,  but  to  operate  on  people  a 
thousand  miles  oil'.  Gentlemen  could  effect  the 
same  purpose  by  writing  out  their  speeches  and 
sending  ilieni  home  without  consuming  the  time 
of  the  House  with  their  delivery.  There  were, 
however,  cases  in  which  it  was  essential  that  a 
longer  time  than  one  hour  should  be  allowed.  For 
instance,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ways 
and  Means,  when  he  brought  in  the  appropriation 
bills,  should  not  be  so  restricted.  No  man  in  one 
liour  could  explain  the  provisions  of  those  bills.  The 
same  remark  would  apply  to  other  gentlemen  on  the 
introduction  of  important  bills,  though  the  excep- 
tions to  the  rule  should  be  rare,  for  those  speeches 
were  the  b*est  which  were  confined  to  the  limit  of 
one  hour.  If,  however,  the  substitute  were  adopted 
as  proposed,  gentlemen  would  have  as  much  trou- 
ble to  fill  up  one  hour  and  a  half  as  many  of  them 
had  now  to  occupy  one  hour,  for  they  would  be 
bent  on  occupying  all  the  time  allotted  to  them,  cer- 
tainly not  to  the  edification  of  the  House.  There 
were  very  few  gentlemen  who  understood  the  ques- 
tion on  which  they  spoke  that  could  not  present 
their  views  in  one  hour. 

Mr.  MORSE  desired  to  express  his  opinion  on 
the  subject  before  the  House,  and  that  was,  that 
from  the  experience  which  he  had  had  in  two 
Congresses,  he  was  satisfied  that  the  hour  rule 
was  the  best  on  the  statute  book.  He  was  in  favor 
of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr.  Pollock,]  for  reasons  which  had  been 
mged  against  it.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  C.  B.  Smith]  had  told  them,  that  if  the  one- 
hour  rule  were  retained,  gentlemen  would  feel 
themselves  under  some  obligation  to  fill  up  the 
entire  hour  with  debate.  Well,  and  did  not  that 
gentleman  see,  that  if  they  made  an  hour  and  a 
half  the  standard,  they  would  immediately  have 
fifty  per  cent,  more  useless  discussion  by  gentle- 
men who  talk  for  Buncombe?  If  gentlemen  of 
reputation  think  they  cannot  talk  less  than  an  hour 
and  a  half,  every  other  gentleman  who  rises  would 
feel  under  the  necessity  of  consuming  the  same 
titTie,  for  fear  his  constituents  might  think  he  was 
not  able  to  make  so  long  a  speech  as  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  or  Ways 
and  Means.  In  his  judgment,  it  was  better  that 
fifty  gentlemen  should  express  their  opinions  one 
hour  each,  than  that  theirablcst  men  in  this  body, 
or  at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  should  consume 
all  the  time.  The  diflerence  of  views  was  often  as 
great  as  the  diflference  of  physiognomy.  Each 
gentleman  took  a  different  view,  and  each  one,  as 
the  representative  of  seventy  thousand  freemen, 
should  be  at  liberty  to  exjiress  hi.j  views.  What 
was  this  body?  •  It  was  nothing  but  a  great  forum, 
where  national  questions  were  discussed,  the  sub- 
Bequent  decision  being  made  by  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  The  efl'ect  of  this  had  been  exhib- 
ited in  a  memorable  instance.  A  year  or  two  ago 
they  saw  that  the  opinion  of  the  people  on  tlie 
Oregon  question  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  54  40; 
l)ui  the  subject  became  the  matter  of  discussion 
here;  the  minds  of  able  men  were  engaged  in  its 
examination;  and  the  result  was,  that  public  opin- 
ion was  reversed;  49  was  agreed  lo — ihc  people 
approving  of  that  line  as  a  settlement  of  that  im- 
portant controversy.  But  did  the  House  supjiose 
that  if  gcnllemen  had  been  allowed  tooccu]iy  three 
or  four  hours,  and  perhaps  days,  that  half  as  much 
matter  as  was  sent  forth  would  have  gone  before 
tiie  people?     Certainly  not. 

But  there  was  another  point  of  view  in  which 
this  matter  should  be  looked  at.  The  character  of 
American  eloquence  had  been  decfily  injured  by 
the  loose  way  of  speaking  which  liad  "prevailed 
there. 

Pie  deaired,  a.^  a  statesman,  to  see  it  corrected. 
Gentlenien  had  argued  that  it  was  impossible  to 
acquit  ihtinsclves  projierly  in  one  hour.  Now  he 
had  never  found  it  neceesiary  to  .speak  more  than 
one   hour;  lie  had   bUo  watched   the   speeches  of 


others  with  some  attention — the  speeches  of  gen- 
tlemen who  were  considered  statesmen — and  he 
had  scarcely  ever  heard  any  for  which  one  hour 
would  not  have  been  sufficient,  if  all  had  been 
omitted  which  ought  not  to  have  been  delivered. 
He  had  listened  also  to  the  debates  in  l,he  French 
Chambers,  and  the  British  House  of  Lords  and 
Commons — he  had  heard  the  speeches  of  Sir  Rob- 
ert Peel,  Lord  Stanley,  the  Earl  Grey,  and  other 
distinguished  statesmen,  on  very  important  sub- 
jects, and  there,  in  the  legislature  of  a  nation  hav- 
ing its  armies  and  territories  in  every  part  of  the 
globe,  in  the  course  of  two  years,  he  rarely  ever 
heard  a  speech  exceed  forty  or  fifty  minutes.  But 
here  every  subject  on  every  occasion  must  be  dis- 
cussed at  immoderate  length,  and  a  morbid  taste 
was  generated  throughout  the  land.  Il*,  then,  he 
repeated,  the  standard  were  fixed  jeit  one  hour  and 
a  lialf,  they  would  have  speeches  an  hour  and  a 
half  long,  being  one  half  hour  longer  than  for  the 
last  few  years.  But  if  it  were  unlimited,  the  result 
would  be  that  some  few  gentlemen  who  stood  high 
as  leaders  and  distinguished  men,  would  consume 
two  or  three  days,  and  his  word  for  it,  every  gen- 
tleman who  desired  to  stand  well  before  his  con- 
stituents, would  imitate  the  example,  for  that 
would  be  considered  as  the  standard  of  worth  in 
Congress. 

He  did  not  desire  to  trespass  upon  the  time  of 
the  House.  He  had  never  occupied  more  than 
one  hour  at  a  time  for  the  four  years  he  had  been 
in  Congress,  and  lie  would  repeat,  that  an  hour 
would  be  sufficient  if  gentler^en  could  be  called  to 
order  when  they  went  beyond  the  subject-matter 
under  discussion.  He  was  therefore  opposed  to 
this  proposition  to  add  half  an  liour  to  the  one  hour. 
Pie  was  opposed  to  it  because  it  had  all  the  disad- 
vantages and  none  of  the  advantages  of  the  hour 
rule.  The  strongest  argument  in  favor  of  the  one- 
hour  rule  was  found  in  the  fact  that  both  political 
parties  of  the  country,  at  different  times  when  in 
the  majority  they  came  to  carry  out  the  measures 
which  they  had  been  elected  to  accomplish,  had 
found  it  necessary  to  adopt  it  and  stand  by  it.  It 
was  almost  impossible  for  the  great  parties  to  agree 
to  and  unjte  on  any  one  subject,  how  trifling  or 
great  soever  it  might  be,  but  here  one  had  been 
found  on  which  they  had  united,  for  they  had 
found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  place  some  limit 
on  debate.  A  small  minority,  if  there  were  no 
limit,  could  occupy  much  of  the  time  of  the  Plouse; 
but  he  desired  by  his  vote  to  carry  out  the  prin- 
ciple which  had  been  established;  and  he  should 
even  prefer  a  limit  of  forty  minutes  to  one  hour. 

Mr.  WICK  said  that  debate  in  this  Hall  had 
three  objects.  The  first,  and  what  might  appear 
the  most  important,  had  reference  to  its  operation 
on  the  House.  The  second,  and  what  might  per- 
haps by  some  be  styled  not  so  legitimate  an  object 
of  debate,  had  reference  to  its  effect  on  the  public 
at  large,  or,  as  they  there  said,  on  the  country. 
And  lastly,  it  had  reference  to  their  personal 
rights,  and  the  personal  self-estimate  of  tlie  indi- 
vidual members  of  the  House  themselves.  He 
v;ished  to  say  a  few  words  on  each  of  these  points. 

Debate  had  sometimes  a  slight  effect  on  the 
opinions  of  this  House.  It  sometimes  brought 
members,  he  supposed,  to  pause  and  reflect — it 
stopped  their  career  of  thought  and  purpose;  but 
to  suppose  that  it  convinced  men  that  they  were 
wrong,  as  to  radical  principles,  was  to  suppose 
what  had  no  existence  whatever.  The  sole  effect 
which  debate  had  on  individual  members  of  the 
Plouse  was  that  which  he  had  already  mentioned — 
it  stopped  the  career  of  thought,  it  set  them  right 
about  facts,  and  might  to  some  extent  mfluence 
their  hastily  formed  reflections;  and  therefore,  as 
to  tlie  effect  of  debate,  it  was  not  so  important  as 
might  be  imagined.  But  the  members  of  this 
House  were  the  representatives  of  a  great  republi- 
can people,  who  were  taking  an  interest  in  all  that 
pa.sses  here,  where  political  schemes,  thoughts, 
imaginings,  ideas,  were  in  a  manner  brought  Ibrth 
and  thrown  on  the  country  for  consideration. 
This  had  grown  into  a  usage  of  the  people,  be- 
cause they  imagined  their  representatives  were 
wiser  than  they.  In  the  administration  of  public 
afliiirs,  the  idea  would  seem  to  be  inifjrciper  that 
any  appeal  should  be  made  lo  the  peoi)le  at  home; 
but  it  wa.s  otherwise.  The  people  look  here  for 
ideas,  arguments,  matters  on  which  the  mind  may 
operate,  and  by  vvfiidi  to  settle  the  judgment  on 
public  concerns. 

And,  wir,  an  I  think,  and  have  said  in  substance. 


that  an  hour  is  sufficient  for  any  gentleman  to 
throw  out  suggestions  calculated  in  their  character 
to  bring  minds  here  to  pause,  to  bring  them  to  re- 
flect upon  conclusions  which  they  may  have 
hastily  adopted,  so  also  I  think  the  hour  rule,  or 
something  like  it,  is  important  in  reference  to  the 
effect  of  debate  upon  the  country  at  large;  and  I 
will  give  a  reason  why.  There  are  many;  I  will 
content  myself  with  one.  I  will  not  suppose  that 
there  is  any  member  of  this  Plouse  who  imagines 
that  he  is  emphatically  one  of  the  "  old  salts"  ap- 
pertaining to  this  Hall;  that  wisdom  will  die  with 
him;  and  that  we,  the  others,  who  confessedly  be- 
long to  the  "small  fry,"  ought  to  subscribe  for 
their  speeches,  and  send  them  out  to  the  people, 
giving  them  the  endorsement  of  our  names  and  our 
franks.  I  will  not  suppose  this;  it  would  he  in- 
decorous. But  I  will  say  this,  for  the  considera- 
tion of  all:  that  while  we  are  attempting  to  oper-  *  \ 
ate  upon  public  opinion,  it  is  a  fact  that  the  people 
will  read  a  speech  made  by  their  own  immediate 
Representative  with  more  readiness,  more  favor 
ami  satisfaction,  than  they  will  the  speech  of  a 
much  greater  man  whom  they  know  nothing 
about.  So  far,  then,  as  the  object  is-to  operate  on 
public  opinion  by  debates  in  this  House,  that  ob- 
ject can  be  much  better  effected  by  giving  to  as 
many  as  possible  opportunity  to  address  the  House 
on  any  given  subject. 

But  I  said  also  that  this  subject  has  reference  to 
the  proprivm,  the  individual  and  personal  interest 
of  members  themselves.  And  it  is;  and  if  he  be  a 
new  member  who  wishes  an  opportunity  to  disbur- 
den his  mind  of  the  reflections  of  many  months, 
and  throw  them  into  a  tangible  form  for  his  con- 
stituents to  read,  I  will  advise  him  thus  early  that,  * 
if  he  does  not  vote  the  hour  rule,  he  will  find  him- 
self in  a  most  glorious  mistake.  Old  members, 
who  have  long  been  here,  and  whom  all  the  wcrld 
admit  to  be  capable  of  making  the  best  imaginable 
speeches,  are  best  known  to  the  Speaker,  and  he 
will  give  them  a  kind  of  preference;  and,  therefore,  « 

if  those  of  us  less  known,  less  famous  for  abilities, 
want  to  take  part  in  the  debates  of  this  body,  we 
must  vote  for  the  hour  rule,  and  may  be  we  will 
have  half  a  chance.  I  advise  gentlemen,  then,  in 
reference  to  their  ■propnum,  that  they  had  better 
provide  for  the  evil  day.  At  the  last  Congress  I 
sat  here  for  twenty-nine  days,  every  day  some  five, 
six,  seven,  or  eight  times  jumping  from  my  seat 
and  calling  "  Mr.  Chairman  !"  at'  the  top  of  my 
voice.  On  the  twenty-ninth  day,  at  four  and  a 
half  o'clock,  post  meridian,  I  at  last  got  the  floor. 
Everything  had  been  said;  nothing  had  been  left  of 
argument;  and  so  I  had  to  make  some  fun;  and, 
when  it  weni  home  in  the  shape  of  fun,  some  of  my 
constituents  I  believe,  thought  I  had  been  induced 
to  trifle  with  too  grave  a  subject. 

Lest  it  might  seem  that  the  hour  rule  would  le- 
gitimately bear  upon  him,  (although  il  never  had — 
the  Speaker's  hammer  had  never  fallen  upon  him — 
he  had  always  found  time  to  say  all  he  wanted  to, 
and  close  before  the  hour  did).  Mr.  W.  said  he 
would  now  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  did  not  rise  to  make  an 
hour  speech  upon  the  hour  rule,  in  this  dense  at- 
mosphere. He  rose  with  a  far  diflerent  purpose. 
He  was  in  hope  that  they  might  enjoy  an  hour'.s 
pure  atmosphere  on  the  first  pure  day  God  had 
given  us  for  some  time.  He  therefore  moved  that 
the  House  adjourn. 

[Cries  of  "  Oh  no,  oh  no;"  "  Yes,  yes."] 

The  question  being  taken,  the  House,  by  a  small  \ 

majority,  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  (very  in- 
distinctly heard,)  was  understood  to  say,  he  was 
free  to  confess  tliat  the  report  of  the  committee  did 
not  come  up  to  his  expectations.  He  expressed 
his  dislike  at  the  proposition  lo  lengthen  the  period 
limited  for  debate.  Give  three  hours'  limitation, 
and  it  was  no  trouble  for  gentlemen  to  occupy  it. 
Let  him  ask  how  many  people  listened  to  discus- 
sions here.  Why,  this  Hall  was  a  great  business 
room,  a  place  to  write  letters  lo  their  constituents, 
to  draw  bills  of  exchange,  lo  settle  accounts,  and 
to  do  business.  He  proposed  that  these  desks  be 
all  removed.  Give  them  a  row  of  seals,  where  each 
gentleman  should  respectfully  sit  with  his  hat  in 
his  hand,  and  in  place  of  wntiHg^ and  doing  all  sorts 
of  business,  they  would  do  noiliing  in  the  world 
but  listen;  and  thai  was  the  very  thing  which  tltey 
wanted.  Il  had  been  said  that  the  British  Parlia- 
ment controls  itself,  and  keeps  order  through  a 
system  of  this  kind.     There  is   a   table  sealed  in 
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the  centre,  at  which  the  member  speaking  stands; 
rows  of  seats  are  placed  around  for  the  members. 
They  listen  to  the  speaker  while  he  interests  them; 
the  very  moment  his  interest  ceases,  the  confusion 
of  the  hall  stops' him  at  once.  Would  it  not  be  so 
here?  They  must  listen;  they  could  not  write; 
they  must  deliberate.  If  some  facilities  for  writing 
were  needed,  a  row  of  writing-desks  might  be 
placed  around  on  the  outside  next  the  bar.  Mr. 
T.  urged  this  mode  as  the  inost  fea.sible  one  by 
which  the  House  could  preserve  order,  regulate  its 
debate,  and  expedite  its  business. 

Is  it  not  rather  a  ridiculous  thing  (said  he)  that 
reason  should  be  measured  by  minutes  and  sec- 
onds— its  convincing  qualities  should  depend  on 
its  length  ?  Why,  sir,  the  member  addressing  the 
House  under  this  rule  is  always  in  an  unpleasant 
dilemma.  Fie  meditates  what  he  intends  saying; 
to  accomplish  it  he  urges  with  all  speed  and  under 
steam  pressure  so  as  to  be  heard;  tlie  iron  hand  of 
the  clock  moves  steadily  on,  and  its  iron  heart 
beats  regardless  of  many  an  imploring  look  to 
delay  but  for  a  moment.  But  it  heeds  him  not; 
and  when  about  to  utter  something  that  would 
convince  the  judgment  and  astonish  the  world, 
down  comes  the  Speaker's  hammer  in  its  midst, 
and  the  contemplated  light  is  forever  extinguished 
— lost  to  the  world.  I  have  seriously  reflected  on 
this  subject;  I  could  not  consent  to  abolish  the 
hour  rule  wjthout  removing  these  desks.  As  a 
matter  of  economy  it  is  a  great  reform;  and  I  tell 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  who  is  always 
in  the  Hall  of  economical  reform,  remove  the  desks 
and  you  shorten  the  session  two  months  and  save 
twenty  thousand  dollars  of  public  money.  But  I 
will  not  trespass  further,  having  stated  my  views 
thus  briefly. 

Mr.  T.  gave  notice  that  he  would  move,  at  the 
proper  time,  the  amendments  indicated  by  him,  if 
not  reported  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  was  understood,  in  a  word,  to 
say  that  the  hour  rule  had  worked  most  admira- 
bly; and,  with  a  view  to  move  to  adopt  it  and  the 
rules  as  they  had  before  stood,  he  moved  that  the 
whole  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Rules  be 
laid  on  the  tabic. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  inquired  of  the 
Speaker  if  the  question  could  be  divided .'  He 
was  willing  to  vote  to  lay  the  first  proposition  on 
the  table,  but  wished  some  of  them  to  be  adopted. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  inquire  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  C.  J.  In- 
gersoll]  who  reported  this,  whether  the  report 
was  intended  to  6e  considered  as  a  whole  or  in 
part.' 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.    Oh,  in  part,  surely. 

The  SPEAKER.     Then  the  question  is  on  lay- 
ing the  first  proposition  on  the  table. 
■    Mr.   GOGGIN.     That  is  not  my  motion;  my 
niotion  is  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  whole  subject  is  not 
now  under  consideration.  The  report  having  been 
made  in  separate  parts,  the  motion  only  acts  on 
tire  first. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.  I  wish  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion of  the  Chair.  I  wish  the  Speaker  to  inform 
the  House  wjiether,  if  you  lay  this  first  proposi- 
tion on  the  table  without  passing  upon  it,  the  liour 
rule  is  not  repealed  .' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  hour  rule  is  not  in  ex- 
istence now;  of  course  it  cannot  be  repealed. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  adhered  to  his  motion. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  question  to  be 
on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to 
lay  the  fiist  proposition  on  the  table. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  that, 
after  this  question  was  decided,  he  would  move 
that  the  House  adjourn,  with  a  view  to  offer  on 
Monday  the  proposition  which  he  had  indicated. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Goggin's 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Pollock's  amend- 
jnent  to  the  amendment  of  the  committee, 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  COBB.  On  what  will  the  previous  ques- 
tion, if  su.siained,  operate.' 

The  SPEAKER.  On  the  first  proposition  only. 
The  Chair  has  already  decided  that  all  motions 
operate  only  upon  the  first  ]iroposition. - 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  wish  to  inquire  if  the 
previous  question,  if  sustained,  would  not  bring 


the  House  first  to  a  vote  on  the  amendment  of  my 
honorable  colleao;ue,  (Mr.  Pollock.) 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  aflirmative. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  sec- 
onded, and  the  main  question  ordered;  which  main 
question  was  on  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Pollock,  viz:  Strike  out  from  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  committee  the  words  "  an.d  a  half," 
so  as  to  prevent  any  member  from  occupying  more 
than  one  hour  in  debate. 

This  amendment  being  agreed  to,  the  question 
then  recurred  on  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
committee,  as  thus  amended,  viz: 

"  No  member  sliall  occupy  more  than  one  hour  in  debate 
on  any  question  in  the  House,  or  in  Committee;  but  a  mem- 
ber reporting  tlie  measure  under  consideration  from  a  com- 
mittee may  open  and  dose  the  debate:  provided,  that  where 
debate  is  closed  by  order  of  the  House,  any  member  shall  he 
allowed  in  conmiittee  five  minutes  to  expWin  any  amend- 
ment he  may  offer." 

And  this  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed 
to. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  adopting  the 
amendment  as  one  of  the  rules  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  decided  by  tellers;  ayes  118, 
noes  not  counted. 

So  the  amendment  was  made  the  thirty-third 
rule  of  the  House. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  was  instructed 
by  the  committee  to^niove  that  the  substitute  first 
reported  for  the  hour  rule  be  struck  out.    Agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment  was  read  as  follows: 

"  2.  After  any  bill,  resolution,  or  other  matter  is  entered 
on  the  calendar,  any  member  may  register  his  name  with  the 
Clerk  as  intendinjj  to  debate  the  same;  and  when  such  bill, 
resolution,  or  other  matter  is  under  consideration,  the 
Speaker  or  Chairman  shall  call  on  each  member  to  speak, 
in  an  order  to  be  settled  by  lot,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Speaker ;  provided  that  the  member  who  reported  the  same 
from  any  con'imittee  of  the  House  may,  at  his  option,  open 
and  close  the  debate." 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  amendment  dis- 
agreed to. 

The  third  amendment  was  read  as  follows: 
"  3.  Members  may  address  the  House  or  Committee  from 
the  Clerk's  desk,  or  from  a  place  near  the  Speaker's  chair." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  fourth  amendment  was  read  as  follows: 
"4.  The  Speaker  shall  not  entertain  a  motion  to  suspend 
the  rules  of  tjie  House,  at,  any  time,  except  on  Monday  of 
every  week,  and  except  during  the  last  ten  days  ol' the  ses- 
sion ;  provided  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  alter  so  much  of  the  133d  rule  as  provides  as  follows : 
'  The  House  may,  at  anytime,  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the 
'  members  present,  suspend  the  rules  and  orders  for  tlie  pur- 
'  pose  of  going  into  Conmiittee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
'state  of  the  Union;  and,  also,  for  providing  for  the  dis- 
'  charge  of  the  committee  from  the  further  consideration  of 
'  any  bill  referred  to  it,  after  acting,  without  debate,  on  all 
'amendments  pending,  and  that  may  be  offered.'" 

Mr.  WOODWARD  moved  to  amend  the  above 
so  as  to  make  the  rule  read — 

"Except  during  the  last  ten  days  of  the  session,  the 
Speaker  shall  not  entertain  a  motioifto  suspend  the  rules  of 
the  House  at  any  time  except  on  Monday  of  every  week  ; 
provided,"  &c. 

Mr.  Woodward's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  suggested  some 
other  modification  in  this  proposed  amendment  to 
the  rules  reported  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  replied  that  it  was 
merely  a  copy  of  one  of  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STUART  not  persisting  in  his  inodifica- 
tion — 

The  fourth  rule  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  fifth  rule  was  then  read  as  follows: 

"  5.  Whenever  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  or  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  finds 
itself  without  a  quorum,  the  chairman  shall  cause  the  roll  of 
the  House  to  be  called,  and  thereupon  the  committee  shall 
rise,  and  the  chaiinian  shall  report  the  names  of  the  absent- 
ees to  the  House,  which  shall  be  entered  on  the  Journal." 

It  was  agreed  to. 

The  sixth  proposed  rule  was  read  as  follows: 

"G.  In  Connnittee  of  the  Wholeon  the  state  of  the  Union, 
all  business  shall  be  considermi  and  concluded  in  the  order 
of  reference  to  them  by  the  House,  except  general  appro- 
priation bills,  ami.  in  time  of  war,  bills  for  raising  money  or 
men,  and  bills  concerning  a  treaty  of  peace,  which  may  be 
preferred  at  the  discretion  of  the  committee." 

Mr.  COLLAMER  moved  to  amend  the  rule  by 
adding  between  the  word  "  Union"  and  thewords 
"  all  business,"  after  the  first  line,  the  words  "and 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,''  so  as  to 
make  it  apply  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  Utiion  and  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

Whereupon  some  conversation  took  place  be- 
tween Messrs.  COLLAMER,  ROCKWELL  of 
Connecticut,   SIMS,    BARRINGER,  C.  J.   IN- 


GERSOLL, and  STANTON,  as  to  the  precise 
form  in  which  this  rule  should  be  placed,  and  as  to 
its  consistency  with  other.?. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  warmly  urged  the  adoption 
of  the  rule  prohibiting  motions  for  suspension  of 
the  rules  except  Mondays  and  the  last  ten  days  of 
the  session;  and  also  the  rule  providing  that  the 
calendar  shall  be  called  and  bills  taken  up  in  their 
order  in  committee.  The  former  would  save  much 
time.  He  had  seen  for  week  after  week  and  month 
after  month  the  whole  morning  hour,  and  perhaps 
two  or  three  hours  each  day,  consumed  in  making 
motions  to  suspend  the  rules,  a  motion  which  had 
become  so  common  as  to  be  considered  almost  a 
test  vote.  The  latter  also  would  expedite  business 
and  prevent  great  consumption  of  time  by  motions 
to  take  up  bills  out  of  their  order. 

Mr.  Collamer's  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
then  the  amendment  reported  by  the  committee 
was  agreed  to,  as  thus  amended. 

NEW  RULES  ADOPTED. 

The  following  are  the  new  rules,  as  above  sev- 
erally adopted: 

No  member  shall  occupy  more  than  one  hour  in  debate 
on  any  question  in  the  House  or  in  committee ;  but  a  mem- 
ber reporting  the  measure  under  consideration  from  a  cogn- 
mittee  may  open  and  close  the  debate  ;  provided,  that  where 
debate  is  closed  by  order  of  the  House,  any  member  shall 
be  allowed  in  committee  five  minutes  to  explain  any  amend- 
ment he  may  offer. 

Members  may  address  the  House  or  committee  from  the 
Clerk's  desk,  or  from  a  place  near  the  Speaker's  chair. 

Except  during  the  last  ten  days  of  the  session,  the  Speaker 
shall  not  entertain  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  of  the 
House,  at  any  time,  except  on  Monday  of  every  week;  pro- 
vided nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  alter 
so  much  of  the  1.33d  rule  as  provides  as  follows:  "The 
House  may,  at  any  time,  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the 
members  present,  suspend  the  rules  and  orders  for  the  pur- 
pose of  going  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  ;  and,  also,  for  providing  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  committee  from  the  further  consideration  of 
any  bill  referred  to  it,  after  acting,  without  debate,  on  all 
amendments  pendin:,  and  that  may  be  nfl^ered." 

Whenever  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  or  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  finds  it- 
self without  a  quorum,  the  chairman  shall  cause  the  roll  of 
the  House  to  be  called,  and  thereupon  the  committee  shall 
rise,  aud  the  chairman  shall  report  the  names  of  the  absent- 
ees to  the  Hfuse,  which  shall  be  entered  on  the  Journal. 

In  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  all  business  shall 
be  considered  and  concluded  in  the  order  of  reference  to 
them  by  the  House,  except  general  appropriation  bills,  and, 
in  time  of  war,  bills  for  raising  money  or  men,  and  bills 
concerning  a  treaty  of  peace,  which  may  be  preferred  at 
the  discretion  of  the  committee. 

SMITHSONIAN    INSTITUTION. 

The  seventh  proposed  rule  was  then  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  7.  In  addition  to  the  other  standing  committees  of  the 
House,  there  shall  be  one  called  the  Smithsonian  Commit- 
tee, whose  duly  it  shall  be  to  superintend  the  affairs  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution." 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  expressed  a  desire  to 
postpone  the  consideration  of  this  rule  to  a  future 
day. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  said  he  desired  to  occupy 
about  ten  minutes  of  the  time  of  the  House  on 
this  subject  at  this  time.  He  thought  this  was  the 
precise  occasion  on  which  a  few  words  should  be 
said. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  had  no  objection:  but 
as  the  other  rules  had  been  disposed  of,  he  wished 
to  defer  this  for  the  present. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  undertook  to  move  the  post- 
ponement to  a  day  certain,  and  then  proceeded  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Speaker:  It  so  happens,  that  I  am  the  only 
member  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution  now  entitled  to  a  seat  on  this 
floor.  It  is  important  to  secure  the  good  will  of 
the  country  in  behalf  of  an  enterprise  so  elevated 
— one  might  say,  so  sublime. 
.  There  exists  some  misconception  in  regard  to 
the  Institution,  and  idle  rumors  are  afloat  which 
may  affect  it  injuriously.  Scientific  establishments 
are  not  to  go  out  and  court  popularity,  but  they 
must  not  be  indiflerent  to  public  sentiment.  Be- 
fore entering  upon  the  stormy  and  engrossing  de- 
bates in  which  we  shall  presently  be  engaged,  I 
desire,  by  a  simple  statement  of  fa(fls,  to  give  the 
House  a  view  of  the  history,  condition,  and  plans 
of  an  institution  which  so  strongly  appeals  to  us 
for  protection. 

Mr.  Smithson's  bequest  was  a  noble  one.  He 
gave  his  whole  property  to  found  at  the  city  of 
Washington  "  an  establishment  for  the  increase 
and  difi'usion  of  knowledge  among  men."  Amer- 
ica was  selected  as  the  field  for  so  wide  and  benefi- 
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cent  a  desii;ii.  Young:,  vigorous,  rapidly  increas- 
ing in  nuniLiers,  this  country  afTorded  the  best 
gr'ound  upon  wiiich  to  rest  an  establishment  which 
was  designed  to  enlighten  mankind. 

Entering  into  the  spirit  of  this  bequest,  Congress 
passed  an  act  making  the  most  liberal  provision 
for  carrying  it  into  practical  eftect.  The  whole 
sum,  with  its  accumulated  interest,  was  turned 
over  to  the  estal>lishnient  created  by  the  act,  com- 
posed of  the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  Secretary  of  Stale,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  the  Postmaster  General,  the 
Attorney  General,  the  Cliief  Justice,  and  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  Patent  Office  of  tiie  United  States, 
and  the  Mayor  of  tjie  city  of  Washington,  during 
the  time  for  which  tliey  shall  hold  their  respective 
offices,  and  such  other  persons  as  they  may  elect 
honorary  memliers.  The  sum  amounted  to  five 
hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  one  iiundrcd  and 
sixty-nine  dollars,  and  a  further  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  dollars,  being  the  accumulated  inter- 
est upon  that  sum  since  it  came  into  possession  of 
the  Government.  The  princi|)al  sum  was  forever 
10  remain  unlouclied,  the  interest  was  appropria- 
ted to  the  erection  of  the  building  and  incidental 
expenses.  The  building  to  be  erected  was  to  meet 
the  provisions  of  the  act,  wliich  required  it  to  con- 
tain suitable  rooms  or  halls  for  the  reception  and 
arrangement,  upon  a  liberal  scale,  of  objects  of  nat- 
ural history,  including  a  geological  and  mineralogi- 
cal  cabinet;  also,  a  chemical  laboratory,  a  library, 
a  gallery  of  art,  and  the  necessary  lecture  roorns. 
Another  section  provides  that,  in  proportion  as 
suitable  arrangements  can  be  made  for  llieir  recep- 
tion, all  objects  of  art,  and  of  foreign  and  curious 
research,  and  all  objects  of  natural  history,  plants, 
and  geological  and  mineralogical  specimens,  be- 
longing or  hereafter  to  belong  to  the  United  States, 
which  may  be  in  the  city  of  Washington,  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  care  of  the  institution ,  and  so  class- 
ed and  arranged  as  best  to  facilitate  the  examina- 
tion and  study  of  them  in  the  building  to  be  erect- 
ed. This  at  once  empties  the  great  Hall  of  the 
Patent  Office,  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long,  of 
its  contents.  It  must  be  at  once  seen  that  the 
Smithsonian  building  ought,  if  it  is  to  accommo- 
date these  great  and  various  objects,  to  be  of  ample 
dimensions.  This  building,  too,  was  to  be  erect- 
ed without  delay.  The  site  was  to  be  selected 
'■'forlliwUh,"  "  and  so  soon^'  as  that  was  done,  the 
Board  was  to  proceed  with  the  erection  of  the 
building. 

ThefBoard  of  Regents  faithfully  studied  the  will 
of  Mr.  Smithson,  and  the  law  creating  the  estab- 
lishment. 

Two  things  were  to  be  accomplished.  First,  to 
increase  knowledge  by  original  research;  and  then, 
second,  to  diffuse  it  l»y  suitable  and  efficient  agen- 
cies; or,  in  the  language  of  the  venerable  and  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Adams,]  •'  to  spread  knowledge  throughout  the 
■world." 

The  task  devolved  by  Congress  on  the  Regents 
was  no  light  one.  They  were  called  on  to  organ- 
ize and  set  on  foot  this  establishment,  so  beneficent 
in  its  conception,  so  comprehensive  in  its  design. 
The  act  of  Congress  prescribed  certain  parts  of  the 
plan,  and  left  the  other  parts  to  be  devised  by  the 
Board  of  Regents.  That  part  of  the  jilan  whicli 
was  embraced  in  the  act  of  Congress  had  almost 
exclusive  reference  to  the  diffusion  of  knowledge. 
The  ivifcuns  which  ])rovidc  for  the  increase  liave 
beeti  snpf)lied  by  the  Regents. 

We  liave  been  charged  with  being  wildly  ex- 
travagant— laying  out  large  sum.s  in  purchasing 
oltl  books.  A  story  has  been  circulated  that  we 
paid  §2,500  for  an  old  and  rare  copy  of  the  Bilile. 
Now,  sir,  no  man  loves  the  Bible  more  than  I  do, 
hut  I  could  not  have  consented  to  an  expenditure 
of  that  .sort.  I  dare  say  no  one  member  of  the 
Board  ever  dreamed  of  such  an  expehditure. 

Again,  some  have  charged  us  with  being  too 
utilitarian,  rojifirung  our  operations  to  an  imf)rove- 
ment  of  the  pliysical  coiiditir)n  of  mankind.  We 
have  certainly  endeavored,  in  our  plan  of  organ- 
ization, to  provide  for  the  entire  wants  of  mankind, 
and  to  meet  the  spirit  of  the  age.  We  have 
brougiit  into  our  service  a  gciithniiin  who  stand.s 
in  the  front  rank  of  the  science  of  tjie  country — I 
mean  Professor  Henry,  formcily  of  Princeton. 
Hi.s  name  i.s  well  known^in  Europe,  and  is  asso- 
cinled   with    that  of  l''nriaday,    and    Arago,   and 


duatalet.  I  have  before  me  the  plan  of  organiza- 
tion adopted  for  the  operations  of  the  institution, 
to  which  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House, 
but  which,  (as  Mark  Antony  said  on  a  much  more 
important  occasion,  about  the  will  of  Ca?sar,)  par- 
don me,  J  do  not  intend  to  read.  I  wish  every 
gentleman  in  the  House  would  read  it,  tor  it  would 
receive  on  all  sides  a  warm  and  generous  sup- 
port. , 

I  desire  to  submit  a  few  remarks  in  re;;^ard  to  our 
building.  We  were  authorized  by  Congress  to 
expend  ^240,000  in  its  erection;  but,  in  view  of  j 
the  wide  field  of  knowledge  to  be  cultivated,  the 
Regents  resolved  to  save  a  part  of  this  sum  and  add 
it  to  the  f)rincipal.  Keeping  in  view  the  great  in- 
terests to  be  provided  for,  it  was  resolved  to  erect 
a  building  o^roportions  sufficiently  ample  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  act  of  Congress,  and  of  a 
style  which  should  not  offend  the  eye.  This  has 
been  effected,  a  contract  has  been  entered  into,  and 
a  plan  of  expenditure  agreed  upon,  which,  while 
the  building  is  gradually  constructed,  will  carry 
out  the  plan  to  full  completion,  and  at  the  end  of 
five  years  from  the  time  of  its  commencement.  So 
far  from  liaving  expended  the  sum  appropriated  by 
Congress  for  the  purpose,  we  shall  have,  after 
erecting  the  structure,  providing  for  its  warming 
and  ventilation,  and  the  enclosure  of  the  grounds, 
$140,000  to  return  to  the  principal  sum.  In  the 
mean  while  we  are  carrying  on  the  operations  of 
the  institution,  stimulating  original  researches, 
publishing  contributions  to  science,  and  gradually 
increasing  our  library.  At  the  same  time  we  pay 
our  debts  as  we  go  on  This  is,  of  course,  accom- 
plished by  using  the  interest  on  the  ^240, 000  for 
the  building  and  the  annually  accruing  interest  on 
the  principal  fund  for  meeting  the  regular  expenses 
of  the  institution. 

The  Transactions  of  the  present  year  are  highly 
interesting,  and  will  soon  be  published  in  a  volume 
which  will  compare  well  with  similar  publications 
in  Europe. 

With  the  building,  so  far  it  has  gone,  all  paid 
for  and  every  debt  tlischarged,  we  shall  have  at 
the  end  of  the  year  §10,000  more  than  we  received 
from  Congress. 

Is  there  any  necessity  for  a  standing  committee 
of  this  House?  How  is  the  Board  of  Regents 
composed  ?  The  act  of  Congress  declares  that  it 
shall  be  constituted  of  the  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United 
States,  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
three  members  of  the  Senate,  three  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  together  with  six 
other  persons  not  members  of  Congress.  Each 
House  of  Congress,  it  will  be  perceived,  has  three 
members  of  the  Board  of  Regents;  and  it  is  re- 
quired by  law  that  the  Board  shall  submit  to  Con- 
gress at  each  session  a  report  of  the  operations, 
expenditures,  and  condition  of  the  institution. 

At  the  last  session,  I  presented  a  full  report 
according  to  law,  which  I  now  have  before  me;  it 
was  printed  and  circulated.  Another  report  is 
about  to  be  presented,  embracing  the  report  of  the 
building  committee,  a  paper  containing  some  three 
hundred  pages,  full  of  useful  information,  which 
I  should  be  happy  to  see  printed.  Is  it  then  neces- 
sary to  appoint  a  committee.'  Is  it  proper.'  Is  it 
becoming?  A  committee  of  this  House  appointed 
"  to  superintend  the  affairs  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution  !"  This  committee  will  bring  under  its 
supervision  the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
the  Chief  Justice,  three  Senators,  three  Repre- 
sentatives, and  six  citizens  at  large,  selected  because 
of  their  character  and  attainments.  May  I  most 
respectfully  ask,  who  will  superintend  the  aflJairs 
of  that  committee  of  five?  Where  is  the  necessity 
for  thus  complicating  the  machinery  of  an  insti- 
tution which  ought  to  be  left  to  enjoy  the  repose 
which  science  loves? 

i  hope,  sir,  that  this  institution,  so  important  to 
this  country  and  to  mankind,  will  not  be  launched 
on  tlie  ever-heaving  sea  of  politics.  If  that  should 
liappen,  we  should  soon  lose;  sight  of  land;  storms 
and  sliipwrcck  would  await  us,  and  the  liojies 
which  crowned  our  noble  enterprise  in  its  com- 
mencement would  perish  with  us. 

I  thank  the  House  for  the  attention  will)  which 
they  liave  heard  these  rctnarks;  it  evinces  the  in- 
terest which  they  feel  in  an  institution  wliich  claims 
their  )irntection. 

Mr.  H.  concluded  by  moving  to  lay  the  pro- 
posed rule  on  the  table. 

Mr.  A.  JOHNSON  Bnid  he  thought  he  under- 


stood the  agreement  between  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  ' 
be,  that  this  subject  should  be  postponed  to  a  day 
certain. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.  My  suggestion  was, 
that  the  consideration  of  the  subject  be  postponed 
to  any  given  day,  which  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama might  name. 

Mr.  HILLIARD.     I  have  no  choice  at  all,  sir. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  indicating  his  wish  that  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  should  name  the  day, 

Mr.  HILLIARD  said  he  would  move,  if  agree- 
able to  the  House,  that  it  be  postponed  to  this  day 
twelve  months. 

Mr.  A.  JOHNSON  addressed  the  Chair,  and 
inquired  if  thai  motion  was  not  debatable? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  suggested  to  Mr.  Hil- 
LiARD  that  his  understanding  was  that  it  should 
be  postponed  to  some  day  not  distant,  when  the 
House  could  reach  and  dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  said  he  would  withdraw  the 
motion,  as  he  preferred  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania should  make  his  own  motion. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  not  the  floor  to  make  the  motion. 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  A.  Johnson] 
had  taken  the  floor. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  then  remarking  tlwt  he  had 
been  reminded  that  his  pledge  was  to  move  apost- 
ment  to  a  day  within  a  reasonable  period,  said  he 
would  modify  his  motion  so  as  to  name  the  3d  day 
of  January  next. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  could  not  be 
altered  without  the  consent  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  who  had  the  floor. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  ap]iealcd  to  thegentleman  from 
Tennessee  to  permit  the  modification  to  be  made. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  had  no  olijection,  provided  it 
did  not  deprive  him  of'the  floor. 

The  motion  wa.s  accordingly  modified  by  Mr. 
HiLLiARD  so  as  to  postpone  to  the  3d  day  of  Jan- 
uary. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  resumed  the  floor. 

Mr.  VINTON  asked  the  gentleman  to  give  way 
to  permit  certain  communications  on  the  Speaker's 
desk  to  be  presented,  referred,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  yielded  accordingly;  and 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Coast  Survey,  showing  the  progress  of  that 
work  during  the  last  year.  Laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  moved  that  an  extra 
number  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  copies  be  printed; 
which  motion  was  laid  over  under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  estimates  of 
additional  appropriations  required  for  the  service 
of  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1848,  and  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1849,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  ANDREW  JOHNSON  then  proceeded  in 
his  remarks.  He  said  the  gentleman  who  had 
just  closed  his  remarks  had  seen  no  propriety  or 
necessity  for  the  appointment  of  this  committee. 
He  seemed  to  think  it  would  be  humiliating  and 
detracting  somewhat  from  the  dignity  of  these  in- 
dividuals— who  were  called  "Regents,"  he  be- 
lieved, in  the  act  establishing  the  Smithsonian 
Institution — to  have  their  proceedings  come  under 
the  supervision  of  a  committee  of  this  House. 
Now,  his  (Mr.  .T.'s)  conceptions  about  dignity  and 
position  in  this  country  were  perhaps  difierent  from 
those  of  the  gentleman  from  Alaliama.  According 
to  his  notions  of  government,  this  body  occupied 
the  highest  and  most  elevated  position.  In  this 
Democratic  Government  it  was  held  that  the  people 
arc  sovereign,  the  source  of  all  power:  this  body 
stands  next  to  the  people,  ne.xt  to  the  sovereignty, 
and,  instead  of  detracting  from  their  dignity,  he 
thought  it  was  assigning  them  their  true  position. 
He  knew  there  were  some  wlio  were  really  fasci- 
nated by  that  word  "  Regent,"  and  the  fondness 
for  sucli  things  was  increasing  in  our  country. 

He  thought  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  had 
demonstrated  clearly  to  this  House,  in  his  O])posi- 
tion  to  the  creation  of  this  committee,  the  necessity 
of  its  creation.  If  all  was  done  well,  everything 
regularly  transacted,  if  the  money  was  judiciously 
expended,  in  the  name  of  common  reason  would  it 
injure  or  affect  their  proceedings  to  be  supervised 
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by  a  committee  appointed  by  tliis  body  .'  Why, 
the  very  dispc^ition  to  shrink  from  the  supervision 
of  a  committee  appointed  by  the  popular  branch  of 
the  Government  ought  to  carry  conviction  to  the 
minds  of  this  House  of  the  necessity  of  its  crea- 
tion. 

He  was  no  prophet,  but  when  the  bill  was  be- 
fore this  House  for  the  establishment  of  this  SfViith- 
sonian  I)istitution,  he  had  predicted — what  had 
already  become  matter  of  fact — that  this  institution 
would  lie  an  incubus  upon  the  treasury,  that  it 
would  be  a  perpetual  source  of  expenditure.  The 
claus?  in  Me.  Smith.son's  will  "for  the  increase 
and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men"  read  well, 
it  was  true.  And  the  genllenian  from  Alabama 
undertook  also  to  prove  how  great  financiers  the 
Board  of  Regents  were,  and  said,  after  all  the 
improvements  are  done,  they  would  have  over 
$100,000  left.  And  how  was  this  done.'  Why, 
they  had  taken  §242,000,  supposed  to  be  the  inter- 
est which  had  accumulated  on  thi.s  fund,  and  put 
that  upon  interest — having  bought  treasury  notes, 
he  supposed,  on  which  they  were  drawing  interest; 
and  by  this  means  they,  had  saved  an  immense 
sum.  Did  not  every  member  know,  who  had  paid 
any  attention  to  the  discussion  of  this  subject  when 
the  bill  passed  placing  $300,000  at  the  discretion 
«f  the  Board  of  Regents,  that  not  a  dollar  of  it  was 
there?  Tiiey  first  placed  a  certain  amount  in  the 
treasury  that  did  not  exist  there,  and  then  calcula- 
ted interest  on  this  fictitious  amount,  and  then 
interest  on  the  interest;  which  is  the  way  in  which 
they  are  to  carry  on  their  extensive  works. 

Mr.  HILLIARD.     Is  the  gentleman  charging 
fhat  upon  the  Board  or  this  House.' 
Mr.  JOHNSON.     Charging  what? 
Mr.  HILLIARD.     Why,  that  a  fictitious  sum 
was  placed  in  the  treasury,  &.c. 

JNIr.  JOHNSON.  I  was  going  on  to  prove  the 
position  that  this  institution  would  be  an  incubus 
upon  the  treasury. 

Mr.  HILLIARD.  Butdoesthegentleman  charge 
the  putting  this  fictitious  sum  in  the  treasury,  &c., 
on  the  Board  or  on  Congress  ?  I  wish  him  to  an- 
swer on  that  point. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  On  Congress.  The  bill  of 
last  session  placed  $500,000  in  the  treasury  which 
was  not  there  in  reality.  It  is  true  the  Govern- 
ment received  it;  but  they  acted  as  a  faithful  U'us- 
tee,  and  loaned  it  out,  and  not  a  cent  has  ever  been 
returned.  In  this  state  of  the  case,  Mr.  J.  denied 
that  the  Government  was  justly  bound  tp  refund 
the  money,  and  that  very  few  of  their  constituen- 
cies would  sanction  it.  It  would  have  been  much 
better  if  she  had  never  consented  to  act  as  trustee 
of  it;  for,  notwithstanding  their  flourishing  with 
"Regents, "&c.,  and  talking  of  such  a  sum  as  in  the 
treasury,  it  was  not  there,  and  the  expenses  of  this 
institution  came  out  of  the  treasury,  which  was 
already  heavily  taxed  and  burdened  with  dei)t  to 
carry  on  the  war.  He  insisted,  now  that  they  had 
commenced  operations,  that  reports  of  their  pro- 
ceedings should  be  regularly  laid  before  a  commit- 
tee of  this  House,  who  would  thus  have  supervision 
over  them,  and  be  a  check  upon  them.  Such  a 
restraint  was  needed  in  all  Government  establish- 
ments, and  there  was  no  reason  in  this  case  why 
this  institution  should  be  excepted. 
Mr.  J.  having  concluded — 
Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said,  that  until  the 
House  should  adopt  the  rules  of  the  last  session 
as  amended  by  the  action  of  to-day,  they  would 
be  without  any  rules,  and  he  therefore  moved  the 
following  resolution; 

Resolved,  That  tlie  rules  of  the  Housi;  at  the  last  Con- 
gress, together  with  tlie  modifications  of  thein  this  day 
adopted,  be  heneeforlh  the  rules  and  regulations  of  this 
House  during  this  session  of  Congiess. 

Before  the  question  was  put  on  the  above  reso- 
lution— 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  he  desired  to  move  a  reso- 
lution to  amend  the  rules  so  as  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee  on  printing. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Hen- 
ley was  unnecessary,  as  one  of  the  joint  rules  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress  provided  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  joint  committee  on  printing. 


Mr.  HENLEY  said  he  would  then  move  that 
the  Speaker  appoint  said  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  House, 

Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll's  resolution  was  then 
agreed  to. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 
The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred : 

By  Mr.  LA  SER  R  :  The  petition  of  A.  Bandouin  and  A.  T). 
Robert,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  praying  for  remuneration 
for  loss  of  a  fiatboat  loaded  with  ice,  caused  by  a  collision 
with  the  steamer  Col.  Harney,  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Also,  the  memorial  of  John  Crosby,  of  New 
Orleans,  ;idministrator  of  his  brother,  the  late  Purser  Andrew 
D.  Crosby,  and  on  behalf  of  the  children  of  the  deceased, 
praying  that  a  pension  may  be  granted  them  for  five  years. 
Also,  the  memorial  of  Ann  B.  Cox,  nf  New  Orleans,  askins 
payment  of  an  admitted  balance  due  to  the  late  Nathaniel 
Cox,  formerly  Navy  Agent  at  New  Orleans.  Also,  the  peti- 
tion of  Frederick  Dnrrive.  pr.iying  to  be  con.^irnled  in  the 
piircliaseof  a  tract  of  lanch  Also,  the  petition  of?Mary  L. 
Keen,  of  New  Orleans,  asking  the  repayment  of  a  sum  of 
money  disbursed  by  hei  late  husband  from  his  private  money 
wliilst  attached  to  the  recruiting  station  at  New  York.  Also, 
the  petition  of  A.  G.  Farragur,  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
a  Lieutenant  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  Slates,  praying  that 
he  may  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Captain,  &e. 

By  Mr.  ROSE  :  The  petition  of  Anno  VV.  Angus,  praying 
to  be  placed  on  the  pension  roll.  Also,  the  petition  of  Moses 
Van  Campen  for  the  payment  of  certain  revolutionary 
claims. 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR :  The  petition  of  Thomas  Scott,  late 
register  of  the  land  office  at  Chilicotlie,  Ohio,  praying  for 
compensation  for  extra  services  In  discharging  the  duties  of 
his  office:  heretofore  presented.  Also,  the  petition  of  Sam- 
uel Reed,  of  Pike  county,  Ohio,  praying  compensation  for 
land  purchased  by  him  of  the  United  States,  the  title  of 
which  has  not  been  maintained  :  heretofore  presented. 

By  Mr.  ABBOTT:  The  memorial  of  John  Porter  and  127 
others,  citizens  of  Newbury  and  Newburypnrf,  Massachu- 
setts, earnestly  praying  Congress  and  the  Executive  to  take, 
as  soon  as  possible,  the  riecessary  steps,  by  the  use  of  all 
just  and  honoral)le  meansj  for  securing  .^n  innnediate  and 
permanent  peace  with  Mexico. 

By  Mr.  DUNN  :  The  memorial  of  Lucian  Q,.  Hoggatt  and 
others,  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Lawrence  and  Monroe,  in 
the  State  nf  Indiana,  asking  the  establishment  of  a  mail 
route  from  Salem,  in  the  county  of  Washington,  to  Blnom- 
ington,  in  Monroe  county,  by  way  of  Leesville,in  Lawreiice 
county,  in  said  State,  and  for  other  purposes.  Also,  the  nie- 
rantial  of  Thomas  B.  Graham,  of  Daviess  county,  Indiana, 
asking  compensation  for  a  fiatboat  and  cargo  lost,  by  being 
struck  and  sunk  by  the  Government  steam  frigate  Alleghan)'^ 
on  the  Missi.ssippi  river,  near  Memphis. 

By  Mr.  ST.  JOtiN:  The  petition  of  Jesse  Young,  of  Hec- 
tor, Tompkins  county,  New  York,  a  wounded  soldier,  pray- 
ing for  an  increase  of  pension.  Also,  that  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  Benjamin  Montagne  be  taken  from  the  (iles  of  the 
House  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Eevohitionary 
Claims. 

By  Mr.  HUNT:  The  petition  of  Lewis  Benedict,  askina- 
the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  him  to  locate  a  section  of 
land. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  withdrew  from  the  files  of  the  Clerk's  of- 
fice the  petition  and  papers  of  Samuel  W.  Bell,  a  Cherokee 
Indian,  and  tliey  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

By  Mr.  PENDLETON  :  The  memorial  of  Thomas  ap  C. 
Jones,  praying  to  be  restored  to  the  list  of  navy  pensioners  for 
partial  disabilities  by  wounds  received  in  battle.  Also,  the 
petition  of  John  Mason,  of  Virginia,  asking  payment  for  cer- 
tain camion  manufactured  bj^him  for  the  naval  service. 

By  Mr.  GREGORY :  The  petition  of  Phebe  Brown,  widow 
of  William  Brown,  deceased,  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution,  for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York  :  The  petition  of  James  Sloan 
and  others,  for  an  appropriation  for  the  liarbor  at  Buffalo, 
New  York.  Also,  the  petition  of  Ephraim  F.  Gilbert,  of 
Erie  county.  New  York,  praying  for  the  settlement  and  pay- 
ment of  his  claims  as.ainst  the  Govertmient. 

By  Mr.  WENTWORTH  :  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens 
of  Illinois  and  Indiana,  for  the  confirmation  of  the  titles  of 
certain  Indian  reservations  to  the  purchasers  thereof. 

By  Mr.  CJOLLAMER:  The  petition  of  Thomas  Raymond, 
for  a  pension.  Also,  the  petition  of  Polly  Aldrick,  for  a  pen- 
sion. Also,  the  petition  of  Silas  Waterman,  for  a  pension. 
Also,  the  petition  of  79  ladies,  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WICK  withdrew  from  iJie  files  the  petition  of  James 
McAvoy  and  the  accompanying  papers,  and  refiled  the  same, 
to  be  referred  to  the  Comniittee  of  (Claims. 

By  Mr.  MULLIN:  The  papers  of  John  B.  Goodenougli 
were  taken  from  the  files  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims.  Also,  presented  the  petition  of  John 
O.  Dickey.     Also,  the  petition  of  Giles  London. 

By  Mr.  PHELPS:  The  petition  of  Pierre  Choteau,  jr. 
and  others,  legal  representatives  of  Julian  Dubuque,  de- 
ceased, were  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Clerk's  oflice 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 
.■Vlso,  the  petition  of  George  l(.  Smith,  of  Missouri,  taken 
from  the  files  of  the  Clerk's  oftire  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Oftice  and  Post  Roads.  Also,  the  peti- 
tion of  William  B.  Edwards,  praying  for  a  pcmsion,  taken 
I'rom  tho  files  of  the  Clerk's'oHice  and  referred  to  the  Com- 


mittee on  Invalid  Pensions.  Also,  the  memorial  of  Henry 
M.  Shreve,  praying  compensation  for  the  use  of  the  steam 
snag-boat  patented  by  him. 

By  Mr.  GREEN:  The  petition  of  the  inhabitantsof  town- 
ship No.  59,  range  No.  13, of  ,Shelliy  county,  Missouri, praying, 
the  grant  of  a  section  of  land  in  li.'!n  of  tlie  16th  section. 

By  Mr.  McILVAINE:  The  mcmoiial  of  the  "  Kennet 
Monthly  Meeting  of  the  religious  Society  of  Friends,"  in 
Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  Congress  may 
use  all  rightful  and  constitutional  means  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  prevent  the  tratfic  in  slaves 
between  the  States,  and  the  accession  of  territory  without 
the  entire  exclusion  of  slavery  from  the  soil. 

By  Mr.  HALE:  The  petitions  of  Joseph  Holmes  for  bounty 
for  the  schooners  Indnstrv  and  .Marv  Bc". 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  ConiiKcUcnl :  Memorials  from  sundry 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  praying  for  indemnity  on  ac- 
count of  spoliations  committed  by  the  Frfcnch  anterior  to 
1800. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Tliinois:  The  papers  in  the  case  of 
Petci  Shaffer  were  withdrawn  from  the  files  and  referred  to 
the  roniniittee  on  Claims.  Also,  the  memorial  of  Edward 
Keating,  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Alton,  in  the  State  of  Illinois, 
praying  Coneress  to  grant  to  the  city  certain  nnsurveyecl 
lands  lying  vs'ithin  the  incorporated  limits  of  said  city,  and 
being  hptv\-een  the  south  line  of  the  Government  survey  and 
the  Mississippi  river.  Also,  the  papers  in  the<"ase  of  John 
W.  Hockett  were  withdravi'n  and  referred  to  the  same 
connnittee. 

By  Mr.  HAMPTON:  The  petition  and  papers  of  John 
Moore  White,  of  Nev/  Jersey,  were  withdrawn  from  the 
files  of  the  House,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Clai^ns.  Also,  the  petitions  and  papers  of  John 
J.  Adams,  of  New  Jersey,  weie  withdrawn  from  the  files  of 
the  House  and  referred  to  tho  Committee  on  Patents. 

By  iVIr.  BUTLER  :  The  petition  of  John  Pettihone,  with 
accompanyingdocuments,  in  behalfof  himself  and  the  oilier 
heirs  of  Daniel  Pettihone,  prnjingcon;pensation  for  the  con- 
struction and  use  of  the  "  PatentRarefying  AirStove,"  now 
in  use  in  tlie  Capitol,  and  for  the  use  of  said,patent  in  the 
public  bnildinffs  of  the  Government. 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky :  The  menioriai  of  P. 
J.  Slaughter,  asking  for  pay  .md  bounty  land  for  services  in 
the  army.  Also,  the  memorial  of  Benjamin  R.  Harden,  of 
the  same  kind. 

By  i\Ir.  PILLSBTJUY:  The  petition  of  Bryan  Callaghan, 
praying  compensation  for  good^;  destroyed  by  tiie  United 
States  troops  under  (;'ol.  I'arnev 

By  Mr.  ABBOTT  :  The  pplition  of  Moses  Noyes,  with  the 
accomp.'inying  |)apeis,  were  taken  from  the  files  of  the  House 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

By  Mr.  CABELTj :  The  peiitiou  ofcitizcns  of  Hillsborough 
county,  in  the  State  of  Florida,  for  a  mail  route  from  Millers- 
ville  to  Fort  Brook,  and  from  Fort  Brook  to  Key  West.  Also, 
the  petition  ofNnthan  P.  Bennis,  a  citizen  of  Leon  county, 
in  the  State  of  Florida,  for  a  grant  of  land  for  the  purpose  of 
experimenting  in  the  manufacture  of  turpentine. 

By  Mr.  PUTNAM:  The  petition  of  J.  W.Nye,  for  an  ex- 
amination of  his  account  and  payment  of  money  due  him 
under  a  contract  «ith  the  House  of  Representatives. 

By  Mr.  McCLELLAND:  The  petition  of  Mrs.  Elvira  F. 
Smith  (widow  of  the  late  Major  Henry  Smith,  of  Monroe, 
MichiL'an.)  for  a  pension. 
1       Bv  Mr.  NICOLL:  The  memorial  of  Benj.  J.  Cahonne. 
I       By  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut:  the   petition  and 
i  papers  of  the  heirs  of  Bernard  Todd,  deceased,  to  be  taken 
from  the  files  of  the  last  Hon-e  of  Itepresentatives  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 


IN  SENATE. 
MoNDAv,  December  20,  1847. 

The  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  of  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  appeared  in  the  Senate  to-day. 

A  message  in  writing  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  was  received  by  the  hands  of  .7. 
Knox  Walker,  E.sq.,  his  Private  Secretary. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  report  from  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  in 
the  case  of  .Tohn  Pickett  and  others,  owners  of  the 
brig  Albert,  made  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of 
the  act  of  3d  March,  1847;  which  was  read. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  in  Phila- 
delphia, approving  the  act  of  the  Government  in 
allowing  the  emisrrant  Mormons  to  rest  on  certain 
unoccupied  lands;  which  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

PETITIONS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
the  petition  of  Charles  S.  Jackson,  an  otticer  of 
Customs  in  the  port  of  Philadelphia,  praying  to  be 
allowed  certain  itetns  rejected  by  the  accounting 
officer  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  the  petition  of  Elvira  F. 
Smith,  widow  of  Henry  Smith,  deceased,  nn  offi- 
cer in  the  army,  who  died  of  disease  contracted  in 
the  service,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  the  memorial  of  the  sur- 
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vivors  of  th&crew  of  the  United  States  brigSomera, 
praying  indemnity  for  the  loss  of  their  clothing 
and  personal  effects,  occasioned  \>y  the  capsizing 
of  that  vessel  in  the  harbor  of  Vera  Cruz;  Nvhich 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs. 

Mr.  (JALHOUN  aubmitted  additional  docu- 
ments relating  to  the  claim  of  Flugh  Wallace 
Wormeley  to  a  pension;  which  were  rei'erred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  MILLER  [iresented  the  petition  of  Susan 
T.  E.  WiUiamson,  widow  of  Charles  L.  William- 
son, deceased,  late  an  officer  in  the  navy,  praying 
n  pension;  wiiich  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  M.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  .Joshua 
Shaw,  praj'ing  that  a  balance  of  an  appropriation 
due  him  under  an  act  of  Congress,  and  rel;uned  in 
the  treasur)',  may  be  paid;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Aflairs. 

Mr.  M.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Ves- 
try of  Washington  Parish,  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, praying  permission  to  pvirchase  part  of  a  public 
reservation  in  that  city,  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging 
their  burial  ground;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

iMr.  HANNEGAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
Timothy  TJpham,  John  Laii!:hton,  Thomas  Hays, 
Michael  W.  Ash,  Samuel  McClelland,  Robert  C. 
Wetmore,  .Tames  H.  Suydam,  and  Allen  Thomas, 
legal  representatives  of  .Tohn  Thomas,  deceased, 
praying  compensation  for  ]ierforming  the  duties  of 
navy  pension  agents;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  YULEE  presented  the  petition  of  Jesse 
Turner,  praying  the  confirmation  of  his  title  to  a 
tract  of  land  held  under  a  Spanish  grant,  in  Flor- 
ida; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  the  petition  of 
Leslie  Combs,  praying  the  payment  of  certain 
bonds  issued  to  hiin  by  the  late  Republic  of  Texas; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  presented  the 
memorial  of  William  M.GIendy,  an  officer  of  the 
navy,  praying  compensation  for  performing  duties 
belonging  to  a  higher  grade  than  that  held  by  him 
in  the  service;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  J.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Sarah 
Hebard,  widow  of  x\ndrev/  Hebard,  deceased,  late 
a  chief  engineer  in  the  navy,  praying  to  be  allow- 
ed a  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Alfairs. 

Mr.  J.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the  seamen 
of  the  United  Stales  squadron  in  the  Pacific  ocean, 
praying  the  restoration  of  the  spirit  ration;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  J.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Mrs.  Ann 
Chase,  praying  indernnity  for  lossesat  Tampico, 
in  Mexico,  in  consequence  of  an  outbreak  of  the 
populace  on  the  commencement  of  hostilities  ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

rjEMORlAI-S  OF  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  th.e  memorial  of  officers  of 
the  army,  now  serving  in  Mexico,  praying  the 
pas.sage  of  an  act  granting  pensions  to  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  such  asniaj'  die  in  service. 

Mr.  D.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  officer.?  of 
the  army,  now  serving  in  Mexico,  praying  the 
passage  <jf  a  law  authorizing  the  retirement  of^ofii- 
cers  of  the  army  from  active  service  on  certain  con- 
ditions. 

On  presenting  these  memorials,  Mr.  DIX  said: 
I  rise  to  I'l-osciit  two  petitions,  to  which  I  desire 
to  invoke  the  attention  of  the  Senate.  It  was  not 
until  yesterday  that  I  was  apprised  of  their  con- 
tents, or  I  shoidd  have  In-ought  them  here  at  an 
earlier  day.  They  were  left  on  my  table  in  the 
city  a  wfi  k  or  ten  days  ago,  when  1  was  absent, 
sealed  and  addressed  to  an  honorable  Senator  frorn 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Bkntont,]  not  now  in  his  ])!ace, 
who  served  for  nniny  years  as  cliaii-man  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Aflairs,  with  distinguished 
lionor  to  himself  and  advantage  to  the  country; 
and  I  greatly  regret  that  he  is  not  here  to  take 
charge  of  them.  I  am  not  in  the  habit,  sir,  as 
yo!)  know,  of  necompanying  the  presentation  of 
papers  with  introductory  remarks.  In  ordinary 
CflscH,  it  is  doubtless  more  proper  to  await  the  ac- 
tion of  appropriate  commiitees  on  the  subjects  to 
which  they  refer.     Hut  1  Irnsl  the  nature  of  llie.-^e 


may  be  deemed  by  the  Senate  to  justify  a  depart- 
ure from  the  usual  practice. 

They  are  jietitions  signed  by  the  officers  of  the 
army  at  Puebia,  on  the  1st  day  of  August  last, 
just  before  it  commenced  its  march  towards  the 
city  of  Mexico.  The  first  is  styled  "A  petition 
for  a  retiring  list."  It  contains  two  hundred  and 
thirty-three  signatures,  and  prays  for  certain  legis- 
lative provisions  in  respect  to  aged  and  disabled 
officers,  which,  without  casting  any  new  burden 
on  the  public  treasury,  would,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  jictitioners,  add  greatly  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
army,  and  at  the  same  time  do  justice  to  those  who 
perform  the  drudgery,  and  encounter  the  perils  of 
military  service  in  the  field.  I  will  only  say  fur- 
ther in  reference  to  this  petition,  that  the  plan  sug- 
gested corresponds,  to  some  extent,  though  not 
fully,  with  one  proposed  by  a  late  commander  of 
the  armj*^,  (General  Macomb,)  and  I  believe  re- 
cently recommended  by  the  present  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral, with  a  view  to  the  same  objects. 

The  second  is  styled  "A  petition  for  widows 
and  orphans."  It  is  signed  by  two  hundred  and 
twenty-two  officers,  and  I  believe  the  names,  as 
far  as  they  go,  are  identical  with  those  borne  on 
the  first.  It  is  also  dated  at  Puebia,  on  the  1st  day 
of  August  last,  almost  at  the  moment  the  army 
tooic  up  its  march  for  the  valley  of  Mexico;  and 
when  considered  in  comiection  with  the  surround- 
ing circumstances  and  the  brilliant  events  which 
followed  with  a  rapidity  of  succession  scarcely  ex- 
ceeded by  those  Vv'hich  signalized  the  first  entrance 
of  Buonaparte  into  Italy,  it  addresses  itself  with 
great  force  to  the  feelings,  as  well  as  the  justice  of 
Congress  and  the  country. 

I  will  not  detain  the  Senate  by  entering  into  any 
detailed  review  of  these  events,  with  a  view  to  en- 
force the  appeal  contained  in  the  petition  on  the 
attention.  I  hope,  however,  I  rnay  be  indulged  in 
saying,  in  justice  to  those  who  bore  a  part  in  them, 
that  the  first  conquest  of  Mexico  cannot,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  be  compared  with  the  second,  either 
as  to  the  obstacles  overcorne  or  as  to  the  relative 
strength  of  the  invaders.  The  triumphs  of  Cortez 
were  achieved  by  policy  and  by  superiority  in 
discipline  and  i)i  the  implements  of  warfare.  The 
use  of  fire-arms,  until  then  unknown  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  Mexico,  was  sufficient  in  itself  to  make  his 
force,  small  as  it  was,  irresistible.  In  theeyesof  that 
simple  and  superstitious  people,  he  seemed  armed 
with  superhuman  power.  Other  circumstances 
combined  to  facilitate  his  success.  Tlie  native 
tribes  by  which  the  country  was  possessed  were 
distinct  communities,  not  always  acknowledging 
the  same  head,  and  often  divided  among  them- 
selves by  implacable  hostility  and  i-esentments. 
Cortez,  by  his  consummate  prudence  and  art, 
turned  these  dissensions  to  his  own  account ;  he 
lured  the  parties  to  them  into  his  own  service,  and 
when  he  presented  himself  at  the  gates  of  the  city 
of  Mexico,  he  was  at  the  head  of  four  thousand 
of  the  most  warlike  of  the  natives,  as  auxiliaries 
to  the  band  of  Spaniards  with  which  he  com- 
menced his  march  from  Vera  Cruz.  Thus,  his 
early  successes  were  as  much  the  triumph  of  poli- 
cy as  of  arms.  General  Scott,  and  the  gallant 
band  he  led,  had  no  such  advantages.  The  whole 
population  of  the  country,  from  Vera  Cruz  to 
Mexico,  was  united  as  one  man  against  him,  and 
animated  by  the  fiercest  animosity.  He  was  op- 
posed by  military  forces  armed  like  his  own,  ofi(?n 
better  disciplined,  occupying  positions  chosen  by 
themselves,  strong  by  nature,  and  fortified  accord- 
ing to  the  strictest  rules  of  art.  These  obstacles 
were  overcome  by  his  skill  as  a  tactician,  aided 
by  a  corps  of  officers  unsurjiasscd  for  their  knowl- 
edge of  the  art  of  attack  and  defence,  and  by  the 
indomitable  courage  of  their  followers.  With 
half  his  force  left  on  the  battle-field  or  in  the  hos- 
pital, and  with  less  than  six  thousand  men,  after  a 
MPries  of  desperate  contests,  he  took  possession  of 
the  city  of  Mexico,  containing  nearly  two  hun- 
dred thousand  inhabitants,  and  defended  by  the 
remnant  of  an  army  of  more  than  thii'ty  thousand 
soldiers.  I  confess  I  know  nothing  in  modern 
warfare  which  exce.eds  in  brilliancy  the  nwve- 
ments  of  the  American  army  from  the  Gulf  to  the 
city  of  Mexico.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  speak  of 
them  in  the  language  of  culogium — they  are  not  a 
fit  theme  for  such  a  comment.  Like  the  achieve- 
ments of  General  Taylor  and  his  brave  men  on 
the  Rio  Grande,  at  PJonterey  and  Buena  Vista, 
the  highest  and  most  appropriate  praise  is  con- 
ttiined  in  the  simnlest  statement  of  facts. 


Mr.  President,  the  gallant  achievements  in  the 
valley  of  Mexico,  to  which  I  have  briefly  referred, 
were  due  to  the  chivalrous  men  whose  names  are 
signed  to  this  petition,  and  to  their  gallant  associ- 
ates in  the  field.  The  names  of  the  volunteer 
officers  who  so  nobly  distinguished  themselves  are 
not  borne  on  the  petition.  The  subject  concerns 
the  regular  army  only,  and  the  petitioners  belong 
exclusively  to  that  arm  of  the  service.  At  the 
head  of  the  list  I  find  Winfield  Scott,  William  J. 
Worth,  John  A.  Ctuitman, Gideon  J.  Pillow,  Da^'id 
E.  Twiggs,  James  Shields,  George  Cadwnlader^ 
ai>d  Pcrsifer  F.  Smith,  all  general  officers;  Harney, 
Clark,  Rile)r,and  Garland,  among  the  colonels;  and 
among  ihe  field  and  staff  and  lower  commissioned 
grades,  other  names,  too  numerous  to  mention, 
which  those  who  bear  them  have,by  theirgailantry, 
made  familiar  to  their  countrymen.  I  have  already 
said  that  this  petition  was  signed  at  Puebia, 
almost  at  the  moment  the  army  commenced  its 
march  from  that  city  for  the  valley  of  Mexico, 
Sii',  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the  last  time 
many  of  these  gallant  men  held  a  pen  was  to  in- 
scribe their  names  upon  this  petition;  and  when 
this  Evppeal  to  their  countrymen  was  made,  in  full 
confidence,  doubtless,  that  their  prayer  would  be 
heard,  their  hands  thenceforth  dealt  only  with  the 
Vv^eapons  with  v/hich  they  were  vindicating  their 
country's  honor  in  the  field,  and  which  none  but 
Death,  the  conqueror  of  us  ail,  could  wrest  from 
their  grasp. 

Mr.  President,  I  will  not  undertake  to  give  a 
summary  of  the  contents  of  this  petition.  It  is 
very  brief;  preparing,  as  the  petitioners  were,  for 
the  unequal  contest  which  awaited  them,  and  of 
which,  perhaps,  they  alone  did  not  doubt  the  is- 
sue, they  had  no  words  to  waste  even  on  the  sub- 
ject nearest  to  their  hearts.  I  will  read  it,  with  the 
Senate's  permission,  in  their  own  language: 

''  To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
Stiites  of  Jimcrina : 

"  We,  the  undersigned,  officers  ot'the  ITnited  State?  Army, 
1)CK  leave,  most  respectfully,  to  represent  to  your  honorable 
l)0tlios,  tiiat  many  of  us  arc  married  and  liave  leflwives  and 
children  at  home  dependent  npoinis;  that  we  are  constantly 
exposed  torianger  and  sudden  death,  not  only  on  thefiekl  of 
battle,  buthy  exposure  to  unhealthy  anddea<ily  climates;  and 
that  in  going  to  the  tight  many  of  us  have  our  hearts  depress- 
ed by  the  nselancholy  conviction  that,  if  we  fall,  our  wives  and 
rhildreu  will  he  helplessly  thrown  on  the  cold  charities  of 
the  world. 

"  We  most  respectfully  ask  our  country  to  give  us  the  as- 
surance, ifwe  offer  up  our  lives  in  her  service,  that  she  will 
provide  for  our  destitute  widows  and  orphans:  and  that  she 
may  do  so,  we  humbly  petition  your  honorable  iwdies  to  pass 
such  a  law  as  you  in  your  wisdom  shall  deem  just — as  shall 
give  to  the  wii'es  and  children  of  officers  and  soldiers  dying 
in  the  service  of  their  country,  pensions  during  the  natural 
lives  or  widovi'hood  of  the  wife,  and  dnrln;.'  the  minority  of 
the  children;  and  your  petitioners,  as  iu  duty  bound,  will 
ever  gratefully  p'ay. 

"  I'uKBi.A,  Mexico,  ^ugtiH  1st,  1847."' 

It  is  due  to  General  Scott  to  say,  that  in  signing 
the  petition  he  added  these  words:  "Without  any 
desire  of  procuring  for  my  own  family  any  contin- 
gent benefit  from  the  proposed  change  in  the  pen- 
sion laws  of  the  army,  I  entirely  concur  in  the 
reasonableness  of  the  foregoing  petition,  and  can 
see  no  military  or  other  objection  to  its  being  sign- 
ed and  presented." 

Gcficral  Cluitman  also  signs  with  the  following 
addition:  "I  approve  the  measure  of  placing  the 
regular  army  on  the  same  footing  with  the  navy 
and  volunteer!^." 

This  remark-  of  General  0,uitman  explains  all. 
The  army  is  not  on  an  equally  favorable  footing  in 
respect  to  widows  and  orphans  with  the  navy  or 
volunteers.  Without  complaining  of  the  inequal- 
ity, the  petitioners  respectfully  ask  that  it  may  be 
rectified. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  no  doubt  that,  in  reading 
and  signing  this  petition,  the  recollection  of  wives 
and  children  thousands  of  miles  away,  many  of 
whom  were  to  become  widows  and  orphans  be- 
fore this  last  missive  could  reach  the  capital,  was 
to  the  signers  far  more  trying  than  the  scenes  of 
danger  and  death,  on  which  they  were  about  to 
enter.  If  it  was  to  ihem  a  moment  of  weakness — 
the  only  weakness  pardonable  to  gallant  men — the 
memory  of  a  dozen  battle-fields  attests  that  it  was 
the  hislj.  Some  of  them  sleep  in  honorable  graves; 
some  are  lying  on  beds  of  sickness  in  Mexico; 
many  are  still  in  the  field,  ready,  as  ever,  to  peril 
all  in  theircountry'scause;nnd  others— I  am  sorry 
to  say  not  a  few — restored  to  their  homes,  are 
dragging  about  their  scarred  and  mangled  limbs, 
in  the  face  of  their  friends  and  kindred,  with  livea 
I  held  bv  the  frailest  tenure. 
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But,  sir^  I  have  said  enough."  It  would  be  to 
distrust  the  right  feeling  of  the  Senate  to  say 
more.  Less  I  could  not  say,  in  justice  to  myself, 
with  this  paper  before  me,  on  which  I  recognize 
the  names  of  numerous  friends  and  former  asso- 
ciates, many  of  whom  we  shall  see  no  more.  It 
gives  me  pleasure,  not  unmixed  with  pain,  to 
present  their  petition;  and  if  the  presentation  has 
been  accompanied  with  the  manifestadon  of  more 
feeling  than  becomes  the  performance  of  a  public 
duty  on  this  floor,  I  am  sure  it  will  be  ascribed 
to  a  right  cause.  I  will  conclude,  sir,  by  reading 
to  the  Senate  an  extract  of  a  letter  ■enclosed  with 
the  petition,  with  the  single  remark,  that  it  was 
written,  in  behalf  of  the  army,  by  jMajor  Harvey 
iBrown,  a  gallant  officer,  with  whom  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  being  associated  many  years  ago  in 
the  staff  of  a  former  commanding  general  of  the 
array.  It  is  dated  at  the  National  Palace,  in  the 
city  of  Mexico,  on  the  1st  of  October,  two  months 
after  the  petition  was  signed. 

"  I  would  also  ca!l  to  your  iiotioe  the  melancholy  fact, 
that  many  of  the  officers,  who  have  signed  this  pctitioii, 
?iave  since  tjloriously  fallen  in  the  service  of  their  country, 
leavinn;  destitnte  widows  and  helpless  orphans.  And  beiiii; 
dead,  they  now  em  piratically  spealc,  saying:  '  We  have  of- 
ftired  lip  our  lives  to. our  coiuitry,  and  we  now  call  upon  her 
to  provide  a  decent  competence  for  our  bereaved  widows 
and  fatherless  children.' " 

Is  it  too  much,  Mr.  President,  to  ask  that  these 
petitions,  with  the  names  attached  to  them,  may 
be  printed?  I  know  it  is  not  the  practice  of  the 
Senate  to  print  petitions.  But  these  are  something 
■more.  As  far  as  they  go,  they  arc  lists  of  the  gal- 
lant living  and  the  honored  dead,  in  Mexico,  I 
make  the  motion  to  print. 

Tlie  memorials  were  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
■printed. 

PRINTING  OF  MAPS. 
■Mr.  BREESE.  A  few  days  ago,  a  report  was 
made  from  the  General  Land  Office,  and  accompa- 
nying that  report  v/ere  maps  which  it  is  necessary 
to  have  engraved.  Upon  an  examination  i  have 
ascertained  that  the  expense  of  engraving  will  not 
exceed  §400.  I  therefore  nriove  that  the  Senate 
■order  the  necessary  number  of  those  maps  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  remarked,  that  there  was  a 
map  of  the  State  of  Florida  accompanying  that 
report,  the  engraving  of  which  would  occasion 
very  little  expense.  He  inquired  if  that  map  was 
•embraced  in  the  Senator's  motion? 

Mr.  BREESE  replied  that  it  was  included. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  YULEE  presented  the  mernorial  of  Isaac 
Varnes,  senior,  praying  indemnity  for  losses  sus- 
tained in  consequence  of  the  occupation  of  his 
property  as  a  military  post,  by  troops  of  the  United 
States:  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Miliiary  Affairs. 

Mr.  Y.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
Knox  Boyd,  piaying  conlpensation  for  hrs  services 
in  tlie  recapture  of  the  United  States  frigate  Phila- 
delphia, in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  in  the  year  1804; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Y.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
A.  Christian,  a  purser  in  the  navy,  praying  the 
allowance  of  certain  items,  suspended  by  the  ac- 
counting officers  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts, 
for  payments  made  to  the  acting  forward  officei'S 
of  tlie  United  Stales  steamer  Princeton;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Y.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Ci-osby,  in  behalf  of  the  children  of  Andrew  J3. 
Crosby,  deceased,  late  a  purser  in  the  navy,  pray- 
ing that  they  may  be  allowed  a  five  years'  pension; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Y.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Cro.sby,  administrator  of  Andrew  D.  Crosby,  de- 
ceased, late  a  purser  in  the  navy,  praying  to  be 
nllowed  acrcditon  his  accounts  for  payments  made 
to  certain  acting  forward  officers  on  board  the  United 
States  ship  Ontario;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CASS^submitted  documents  relating  to  the 
claim  of  A.  Kear.sley,  receiver  of  public  lands  at 
Detroit,  for  compensation  for  extra  clerk  hire  in 
his  office;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Oswego,  praying  that  a  drawback  of  duties  may 
be  allowed  on  wheat  imported  from  Canada  into 


the  United  States,  when  manufactured  into  flour 
and  exj'jorled;  which  v/as  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  D.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Benjamin 
J.  Cahoone,apurserin  the  navy,  praying  the  reim- 
bursement of  money  advanced  by  him  on  public 
account;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
religious  Society  of  Friend.s  at  :New  Garden, 
North  Carolina,  praying  the  adoption  of  measures 
for  the  immediate  termination  of  the  war  with 
Mexico;  which  was  laid  upon  the  tabic  and  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

ORDERS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  tlie  petition  of  Win.  H.  Prentiss,  on  the  files 
of  t3)C  Senate,  he  referred  to  theX'ominittee  on  Claiins. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  La.,  it  was 
Ortfererf,  That  file  petition  of  Bailie  Peyton,  on  the  ftles 

of  the  Senate,  he  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 

Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  .JOHNSON,  of  La.,  it  was 
Ordi-.red,  That  the  petition  of  W.  H.  Basseft,  on  the  files 
of  the  Senate,  bs  reEeire^l  _to  the  Commiuee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  La.,  it  was 
Ordered-,  That  the  petition  of  Abner  L.  Duncan,  on  the 

files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 

diciar)'.  ^ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  La.,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  documents  on  the  files  of  the  Senate, 
relating  to  the  claim  of  WJIiiam  De  Buys,  be  referred  totiie 
Committee  on  the  Post  Ofiice  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CLAYTON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Betfriali  Healy,  on  the  files 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  UPHAM,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Abitjail  Garland,  on  the  files 
ofthe  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  YULEE,  it  was 

Or(7e)-erf,'Tliat  the  petition  of  A.  H.  Cole,  on  the  files  of 
the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Oominitleeon  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  YULEE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  certain  claimants  for  remu- 
neration for  supplies  furnished  to  Florida  Militia  in  the  Sem- 
inole war,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  tiie  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  YULEE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  G.  Sanchez,  adminis- 
trator of  Francis  U.  Sanchez,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  it  was 
Ordered,  Tliat  "the  petition  of  Poarron  Cogswell,  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATCHISON,  it  was' 
Ordered,  That  tlie  petition  of  Homy  M.  Siireve,  on  tlie 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Comniitlee  on  Com- 
merce^ 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FAIRFIELD,  it  v/as 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  the  ppiition 
of  Thomas  Brov/iicll,  and  the  petition  of  James  Mclnto.sli, 
on  the  files  ofthe  Senate,  be  severally  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Afiairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  ofthe  inenibers  of  the  bar  at 

New  < Jrleans,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  Miliikin,  Ann  H.  P. 

Lawson,  and  ofhe-rs,  on  the  files  ofthe  Senate,  be  referred 

to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Miss.,  it  was 
Oidered,  That  the  petilion  of  Clements,  Bryan  and  Com- 
pany, on  tfie  files  ofthe  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Miss.,  it  was 
0)'(fere(i,_Tliat  the  pf'tition  of  Henry  Cliilds,OR  the  files  of 
the  Senate"  bo  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions.  . 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOPINSON,  of  Md.,it  \vas 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  L.  W.irden,  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afllair.:!. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  .JOHNSON,  of  Md.,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Gustavus  B.  Horner,  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

On  inotion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Md.,it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  the  legal  repre.-sentatives  of 

Ethan  Allen,  on  tl'.e  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Md.,  it  was 
Ordered,  Tiiat  the  petition  of  Stephen  Champlin,  on  the 

files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 

Afiairs. 

On  rnotion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Md.,  it  was 
Ordered,  'I'liat  the  pclition  of  the  heirs  of  Caleb  Swan, 

on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  tg  the  Committee  of 

Claiins. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  ofMd.,  it  was 
Ordcrod,  That  thu  petition  of  Cohunhus  Alexander  and 


Theodore  Barnard,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  refened 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Md.,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Maria  S.  Noursc,  widow 

of  Joseph  Nourse,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to 

the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CORWIN,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the   petition   of  Joseph   RadcliiT,  on   the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DIX,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petilion  of  Samuel  Gricc,  on  the  files 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Cominiltee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATCHISON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  Throckniorlon  &,  Bent,  St.  Vrain  &  Com- 
pany, have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition  and  papersfroin 
the  files  of  the  Senate. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Messrs.  MANGUM,  DIX,  CRITTENDEN, 
and  FOOTE,  severally  gave  notice  that  on  to- 
morrow, or  at  some  early  day,  they  would  ask 
leave  of  the  Senate  to  introduce  sundry  bills. 

RESOLUTIONS   OF  STATE  LEGISLATURES. 

Mr.  BALDV/IN  presented  a  preamble  and  res- 
olutions, passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Connecticut, 
in  favor  of  the  construction  of  a  lailroad  from 
Lake  Michigan  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  according  to 
a  plan  proposed  by  Asa  Whitney,  a  citizen  of 
New  York;  v/hicli  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  UNDERAVOOD  presented  a  report  and 
resolutions  adopted  by  the  Lcgi-slature  ofthe  Slate 
of  Kentucky,  requesting  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives of  that  State  in  Congress  io  urge  upon 
that  body  the  importance  of  passing  such  laws  as 
will  enable  the  citizens  of  slaveholding  States  to 
recover  their  slaves  when  escaping  to  tlie  non-slave- 
holding  States;  which  v/ere  referred  to  the  Com- 
miltce  on  the  Judiciary, 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  remarked,  that  during  the 
last  summer  a  case  had  come  somewhat  under  his 
own  observation,  which  he  begged  here  to  present 
to  the  notice  of  the  Senate.  A  gentleman  named 
Duncan  had  some  time  previous  removed  from 
Kentucky  into  Missouri;  he  lost  a  slave,  and  fol- 
lowed him  into  Detroit,  and  there  arrested  him. 
The  slave  was  taken  from  the  possession  of  the 
owner  there,  and  an  action  of  trespass  was  insti- 
tuted against  the  claimant,  on  which  the  owner,  in 
defaidt  of  bail,  at  the  instance  of  the  slave,  was 
put  in  jail.  '  The  slave  was  released.  The  gentle- 
man remained  in  jail  until,  by  correspondence 
with  his  friends  in  Kentucky  and  elsewhere — he 
(Mr.  U.)  amongst  the  number — he  obtained  satis- 
factory proof  that  he  was  the  owner  of  the  slave, 
and  that  the  proceedings  which  had  been  com- 
menced against  him  v/ere  altogether  unjust.  He 
took  that  opportunity  to  say,  that  Mr.  Norvall, 
late  a  member  of  that  body,  and  without  personal 
acquaintance  with  the  gentleman  thus  put  in  jail 
at  the  instance  of  his  slave,  took  an  active  part  in 
procuring  his  release.  But  in  the  meantime  the 
slave  had  escaped  into  Canada;  and  there  was  the 
end  of  the  matter.  He  then  moved  that  the  ine- 
morial  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, in  order  that  something  might  be  reported 
which  would  meet  the  case. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  it  was  or- 
dered that  they  be  printed. 

Mr.  FIALE  presented  resolutions  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Nov/  Hampshire,  in 
opposilion  to  any  legislation  by  Congress  on  the 
subject  of  slavery,  or  the  extension  of  slavery  in 
any  territory  which  may  hereafter  be  acquired  by 
the  United  States;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FIALE  jjreseiited  a  resolution  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
in  favor  of  tlie  passage  of  an  act  for  the  removal 
of  the  terms  of  the  circuit  and  district  coiu-ts  of 
the  United  States  for  the  district  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, from  Exeter  to  Concord,  in  that  State  ; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  NILES  presented  a  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, declaring  their  opposilion  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  slavery,  ov  involuntary  servitude,  except 
as  a  punishment  for  crime,  into  anj'  territory  whi<di 
may  hereafter  be  acquired  by,  or  annexed  to,  the 
United  Stales;  which  were  read. 

Mr  NILES.  I  move,  sir,  that  the  resolutions 
which  I  have  now  submitted  be  primed.  The 
preamble  to  these  rcsoUitions  has  no  practical  con- 
nection with  the  resolutionfs  tht^msclvcs.  Whether 
the  war  proceeded   from  the  act  of  Mexico,  or 
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from  the  act  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
is  a  matter  which  can  have  no  influence  whatever 
upon  the  queslion— as  to  the  tli.s|i()siiion  of  any 
(erritory  which  may  bo  acquired  in  conscfiueiice 
of  it;  and  I  ailuih^  to  this  matter,  sir,  becanse  I 
beheve  it  was  found  cmbarrassint;  to  this  Le^ishi- 
ture,  and  tiiat  it  )ilnccd  that  l)ody  in  a  situation 
somewhat  anaiosfous  to  tliat  in  wliich  some  of  my 
friends  over  the  way  found  themselves  in  rehition 
to  tiie  hiw  recno;nizin5  the  war  with  Mexico.  They 
did  not  like  the  preamble  to  that  act,  and  there  are 
many  in  my  State  who  di.slikc  that  |ircaml)ip  very 
much.  The  majority  there,  like  the  m:ijorily  here, 
insisted  that  the  act  should  not  only  be  done,  but 
uone  in  the  way  in  whicii  tliey  saw  fit  to  have  it 
flone.  The  resolutions  were  jiassed.  The  yeas 
and  nays  were  not  called,  and  they  passed  williout 
opposition,  nolwithstanihnj;-  this  repugnance  to  its 
preamble.  However  this  may  be,  sii-,  I  feel  it  my 
iluty  to  say,  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  that 
.State,  that  I  have  no  doubt  that  these  resolutions 
speak  the  sentiments  of  tlie  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that  State.  With  regard  to  the  preamble, 
1  think  otherwise.  The  resolutions,  I  think,  sir, 
speak  the  public  sentiment  of  the  State,  and  this 
conclusion  I  do  not  forni  entirely  from  the  action 
of  the  General  Assembly,  still  less  do  I  arrive  at 
it  from  the  tone  of  the  party  presses  of  the  State 
— tiiey  would  prolnibly  lead  me  and  every  one  to 
a  dilferent  conclusion — for  I  regret  to  perceive,  sir, 
in  the  press,  on  both  sides,  in  that  State,  a  sluif- 
tliiig  course  is  pursiuid,  and  an  endeavor  is  made 
to  keep  this  question  out  of  the  sight  of  the  peo- 
ple.    An  unwise  policy,  I  think. 

But  however  much  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
question  should  arise  here  or  before  the  country, 
I  apprehend  that  it  docs  exist  here  and  throughout 
the  country,  and  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  avoid 
meeting  it  and  looking  it  full  in  the  face.  For  one, 
I  could  have  regretted  that  the  question  should 
have  come  here — that  in  some  way  it  would  have 
been  kept  out  of  this  body;  but  we  have  already 
matter  on  om-  table  bringing  up  this  question.  We 
have,  sir,  the  message  of  the  Executive,  one  of 
the  coordinate  branches  of  the  Government,  in- 
forming us'that  a  part  of  Mexico  now  belongs  to 
this  Union,  and  calling  on  us  to  establish  a  Terri- 
torial Government  over  it.  Many  persons  have 
assuined  the  position  to  which  I  have  referred,  not, 
I  apprehend,  for  the  lasting  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, but  for  temprvrary  parly  purposes. 

Many  have  assumed  this  position:  that  the  ques- 
tion would  not  arise  becanse  they  weie  opposed  to 
the  acquisition.  Well,  sir,  that  time  has  gone  by; 
we  are  told  that  we  have  this  territory,  and  are 
called  on  to  recognize  it  as  a  part  of  the  territory 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  establish  the  Jurisdic- 
tion of  our  civil  government  over  it.  In  regard, 
sir,  to  this  position,  which  has  been  assumed  by 
the  Executive,  I  have  nothing  to  say.  J  was 
somewhat  startled  at  it,  sir.  As  to  how  far  it  can 
be  maintained,  we  shall  see  hereafter;  for  it  will 
be  brought  up  for  consideration  in  the  course  of 
the  session.  But,sir,  the  otherquestion  is  brought 
forward  here,  and  we  shall,  I  suppose,  liave  it  dis- 
cussed. For  one,  sir,  having  felt  it  my  duty  at 
the  last  session  to  express  my  views  in  regard  to 
it,  it  will  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  explain  my 
course  until  the  question  actually  comes  up  again. 
I  certainly,  sir,  shall  pursue  such  a  course  as  I 
believe  to  be  moderate  and  conciliatory  and  kind 
towards  that  section  of  the  Union  with  which  I 
shall  pi-obably  differ  on  this  subject.  But  I  can- 
not consent  to  misrejn-escnt  my  constituents.  I 
cannot  inistake  their  sentiments.  I  cannot  mistake 
whiit  I  believe  to  be  their  interests. 

I  think  tiic  [)ublic  sentiment  of  my  State  is  the 
public  sentiment  of  the  wlu)le  North,  and  that  they 
will  adhere  fully  and  with  the  utmost  fidelity,  in 
guardmg  the  rights  of  all  the  States  on  this  ques- 
tion so  far  as  the  Constitution  and  congressional 
enactments  have  secured  those  rights — or,  in  other 
words,  that  they  will  support  the  institution  t)rsla- 
very  as  a  domestic  institution  in  the  States  where 
it  exists,  and  is  guarantied  by  the  Constitution. 
Thi.s  is  the  common  ground  on  which  he  lK)ped 
we  might  all  stand.  So  far,  sir,  I  believe  the  pul)- 
lic  sentiment  of  the  North  is  well  settled;  ami  I  be- 
lieve it  has  equally  well  settled — that  they  arc  not 
dcsiroius,  by  any  action  on  their  part,  to  be  instru- 
mental in  enlarging  the  area  of  shivery.  I  believe 
the  sentiment  is,  that  there  is  no  power  in  this  Gov- 
ernnient  to  do  that,  and  if  there  were,  it  would  be 
fjnwise  and  unjust  to  exercise  it.     Tliis  question 


will  probably  lead  to  some  debate,  and  I  hope  it 
will  be  discu.'^sed  temperately  as  any  other  ques- 
tion which  can  come  before  this  body.  I  liope  it 
will  be  discussed  with  a  proper  regard  to  tlie  rights 
of  the  States  imder  the  Constitution  which  binds 
us  together,  and  with  a  proper  regard  to  the  inter- 
ests and  lumor  of  the  whole  country. 

For  one,  sir,  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  any 
power  in  this  GoverimieiU  which  can  constitute  or 
originate  or  sustain  slavery  beyond  the  limits  where 
the  Constitution  has  carried  it;  and  if  we  are  logo 
beyond  the  Constitution,  I  am,  as  I  have  ever  been, 
ready,  here  and  elsewhere,  to  defend  the  existing 
institutions,  and  to  resist  every  attempt  to  upturn 
them.  And  in  regard  to  acquired  territory  I  would 
leave  it  altogether  voluntary,  [  would  interfere  wiiii 
it  in  no  way.  Nothing  in  my  opinion  can  be  more 
clearly  imjustifiable;  but  the  question  presented  in 
these  resolutions  is  entirely  distinct.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion whether  this  Govcrnrnent  shall  become  an 
agent  in  establishing  or  extending  this  institution 
in  the  country  or  out  of  it;  whether  it  shall  under- 
take to  exercise  the  power  of  controlling  questions 
of  civil  and  private  right  which  belong  naturally 
to  the  local  institutions  of  the  several  States.  I 
think  not,  sir.  I  will  not  detain  the  Senate  fur- 
ther at  this  time. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  printed. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  presented  resolutions,  passed 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  so  much  of  the  "  act 
to  establish  post  routes  and  for  other  purposes," 
as  enlarges  the  franking  privilege  and  increa.ies  tiie 
postage  on  newspapers  not  sent  from  the  oflice  of 
publication;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  A.  also  presented  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  Hampshire,  tendering  the  thanks 
of  that  State  to  Major  General  Zachary  Taylor, 
and  Major  General  Winfield  Scott,  and  to  the 
brave  officers  and  soldiers  under  their  respective 
commands,  for  their  distinguished  and  gallant  con- 
duct duringthe  .several  engagements  with  the  enemy 
by  whose  act  the  war  now  exists,  tendering  sym- 
pathy to  tiie  friends  and  relatives  of  the  brave  men 
who  have  fallen;  declaring  that  the  course  of  our 
Govermnent  has  been  marked  liy  a  spirit  of  for- 
bearance and  conciliation,  until  the  actual  invasion 
of  our  territory;  and  recognizing,  in  the  measures 
of  the  national  Executive,  a  spii-it  of  justice  and  a 
desire  for  peace,  but,  at  the  same  time,  wisdom, 
statesmanlike  forecast,  and  patriotic  energy;  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SEVIER  then  rose  a)id  asked  that  the  reso- 
lutions be  read  again. 

They  were  accordingly  read. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  tliey  did  not  appear  to  be  ad- 
dressed to  this  body  at  all.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  Senator  from  New  Hampsliire  would 
withdraw  them.  Although  he  concurred  in  the 
sentiments  of  the  resolutions,  they  were  merely  the 
]iroceedings  of  a  State,  in  no  way  C(ninected  with 
the  business  of  Congress.  If  they  were  not  with- 
drawn, he  would  move  to  I'econsider  the  vote  just 
taken. 

A  member  on  the  left  of  the  Chair  :  For  what 
reason .' 

Mr.  SEVIER.  Because  it  was  entirely  unusual 
to  present  resolutions  to  the  Senate  which  were 
not  addressed  to  the  body,  or  had  no  reference  to 
the  course  of  the  Senators  from  the  State.  He 
had  never  known  an  instance  in  which  it  had  been 
done  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ATHERTON.  I  have  certainly  no  desire 
to  do  anything  in  the  slightest  degree  in  contra- 
vention of  the  established  practice  of  the  Senate. 
But  I  suppose  that,  according  to  the  ]iractice,  reso- 
lutions passed  on  general  sulijects,  as  these  have 
been,  may  be  presented  to  Congress,  although  no 
express  clause  to  that  effect  may  be  contained  in 
them.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  was  the  design  of 
the  members  of  the  Legislature  that  those  resolu- 
tions should  be  presented  to  Congress.  The  reso- 
lutions were  sent  to  me  by  them,  and  I  presume, 
sir,  that  it  was  designed  that  all  of  tlunn  should  be 
presented.  I  believe  that  a  copy  ol' them  was  sent 
to  my  colleague. 

Supposing  it  to  be  the  expectation  of  the  Legis- 
lature that  these  resolutions  should  be  presented, 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  present  them.  If,  iiow- 
ever,  that  procedure  be  contrary  to  tlie  usual  prac- 
tice of  the  Senate  in  presenting  resolutions,  unless 
there  be  an  express  request  that  they  should  be 
presented,  1  have  certainly  no  wish  to  press  them. 


I  have  supposed  that,  in  the  course  which  I  have 
taken,  there  is  nothing  in  contravention  of  estab- 
lished order.  I  am  not  aware  that  resolutions 
have  been  excluded  on  account  of  the  alisence  of  a 
special  request  that  they  should  be  presented.  Res- 
olutions, for  instance,  approving  of  the  votes  of 
Senators  and  Representatives,  or  instructing  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  to  pursue  a  certain 
course  in  regard  to  the  discharge  of  their  duties, 
have  been  frequentl)^  presented  to  Congress,  al- 
though they  contained  no  special  request  that  they 
should  be  laid  before  either  House  of  Congress. 
These  resolutions  beingon  general  subjects  might, 
I  suppose,  be  presented.  I  shall  be  guided  entire- 
ly, however,  by  the  opinion  of  older  members  of 
the  Senate,  and  if  it  be  thought  that  these  resolu- 
tions should  not  constitute  a  precedent,  I  shall 
withdraw  them. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  the  motion,  by  which 
the  resolutions  referred  to  were  laid  upon  the  ta- 
ble, was  then  put  and  adopted. 

The  question  recurring  on  iheresolution  to  print — 

Mr.  ATHERTON  rose  and  said:  I  will  with- 
draw the  resolutions  for  the  present,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  examining  the  subject,  and  on  more  ma- 
ture consideration  will  determine  whether  they 
ousht  to  be  presented  or  not. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  MANGUM  asked, 
and  obtained  leave,  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  R.  Bryan,  administrator  of  Isaac  Garret- 
son,  deceased,  late  a  purser  in  the  United  States 
navy;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  times, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  FELCH  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  joint  resolution  rela- 
ting to  errors  and  defective  returns  in  certain  sur- 
veys, plats,  and  field-notes;  which  was  read  the 
first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  BREESE  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  compensate 
John  M.  Moore;  which  was  lead  the  first  and 
second  limes,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  BREESE  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  per- 
sons to  whom  reservations  of  land  have  been  made 
under  certain  Indian  treaties,  to  alienate  the  sanne 
in  fee;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  times, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Aflfiiirs. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  MASON  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  change  the 
times  for  holding  the  district  courts  of  the  United 
States  for  the  western  district  of  Virginia,  and  for 
other  purposes;  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  BREESE  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  grant  to  the 
State  of  Illinois  a  right  of  way  through  the  public 
lands,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read 
the  first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  UNDERWOOD  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  allow  fur- 
ther time  for  satisfying  cfaims  for  bounty  lands 
for  military  services  in  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read 
the  first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisi- 
ana, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to 
grant  to  the  Stale  of  Louisiana  certain  lands  for 
internal  improvements;  which  was  read  the  first 
and  second  limes,  by  unanimous,  consent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Jiexohnd,  Tliat  tin;  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  he  directed 
In  iiilonn  tlie  Senate  of  tlie  leasons  vvliich  liave  preveiitert 
ill's  (■oiii|)li;\iice  with  a  rcsolulioii  lultipltd  hy  the  .Senate  the 
nth  Fchniary,  181(1,  at  the  first  session  of  tlie  29lh  Congress, 
ill  th('  followiiip  words,  to  wit: 

"Resolveil,  Tliiit  llic  i^ocrclniy  of  the  Trensiiiy  he  directed  to 
cause  to  bi!  made  an  exaiiiiiiatioii  of  the  public  lands  subject 
to  overflow  ill  the  State  of  Arkniisaf",  by  the  iMississippi, 
Arkansas,  White,  Black,  Ttod  and  St.  Francis  rivers.  In  said 
State ;  tli('  (]iianlilv  oveiMowrd  by  tin'  Mississippi  and  .Arkan- 
sas rivers,  IviiiK  lii'lwi'ciiaiiil  iiicliidi'il  uiUiiii  ilic  Imundaries 
formed  liv  liiosr  ri\i'rs,lhc  l.diiisiMiia  line  :ui(l  the  MiHiilands 
westward  (iftlic  hinds  >o  ovnllipwcil ;  and  lli.-u  hcrcporlthe 
amount  necessary  to  protect  those  lands  froin  overflow,  to- 
gether with  a  iJaii  for  that  object,  at  the  present  session  of 
Congress." 
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THE  CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  hope- that  the  resolutions 
which  I  oflered  tlie  other  day  may  now  be  taken 
up,  ill  order  to  fix  a  day  for  their  consideration. 

The  resolutions  were  then  taken  up  and  read, 
as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  to  cnnquer  Mexico  iinfl  totinid  it,  eitlicr  as 
a  province  or  to  incorporate  it  in  the  Unioji,  would  be  incon- 
siitent  witli  the  avowed  oliject  I'or  wliicli  the  war  has  been 
prosecuted  ;  a  departure  from  the  settknl  poHcy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; in  conflict  witli  its  cliaracter  and  genius  ;  and  in 
Uie  end  subversive  of  our  free  and  popular  inslitutions. 

Resolved,  That  no  line  of  policy  in  the  further  prosecution 
of  the  war  should  he  adopted  which  may  lead  to  conse- 
quences so  disastrous. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  shall  be  regulated  in  fixing 
the  day  by  the  wishes  of  the  Senate.  I  have  no 
particular  desire  in  reg-ard  to  a  very  enrly  consid- 
eration of  the  resolutions.  All  I  wish  is,  that 
there  should  be  no  unnecessary  delay.  If  it  be 
agreeable  to  the  Senate,  I  propose  that  they  be 
taken  up  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  January  next — 
two  weeks  from  to-morrow. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  understand  that  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  has  made  a  motion,  and  I 
suppose  I  am  in  order  in  rising  to  make  a  remark. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  have  any  particular  objection 
to  that  motion ;  but  as  this  is  a  matter  of  very  grave 
importance,  and  comes  from  a  source  which  entitles 
it  to  great  consideration,  and  is, on  the  face  of  the 
resolution,  as  I  conceive,  a  little  ambiguous,  I  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  whilst  I  request  him  to  explain  the 
resolution,  so  far  as  to  tell  us  whether  it  means  to 
exclude  the  idea  of  any  territorial  indemnity  from 
Mexico,  or  an  incorporation  in  to  the  ijody  of  the  pub- 
lic domain  first,  and  then  as  States  into  this  Union, 
of  any  territory  which  we  may  acquire  at  the  conclu- 
sion of  this  war?  Or,  whether  its  only  application 
is  to  the  idea  of  annihilating  the  sovereignty  of 
Mexico,  and  incorporating  the  whole  mass  of  ter- 
ritory into  this  Union?  I  ask  whether  it  is  to  be 
understood  in  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  senses? 
That  is  the  matter,  sir,  which  I  am  desirous  of 
knowing  before  I  vote  in  anywise  in  reference  to 
it. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  will  answer  the  Senator 
froni  Ohio  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  It  is  not 
my  intention  to  involve  any  question  in  reference 
to  territorial  indemnity,  or  any  other  subject  apart 
from  that  which  is  presented  in  the  resolution  it- 
self. I  believe  the  pressing  question  at  this  mo- 
ment is,  whether  we  shall  conquer  Mexico,  and 
hold  her  as  a  subjected  province,  or  incorporate 
her  into  our  Union.  That,  of  course,  would  in- 
volve the  nationality  of  Mexico;  and  it  was  to  that 
point  that  my  resolution  referred.  I  think,  sir,  it 
is  a  question  which  ought  to  be  first  decided,  be- 
cause, Mr.  President,  if  I  am  any  judge  at  all  of 
the  operation  of  existing  causes,  the  certain  ten- 
dency of  all  that  we  are  now  doing  is  to  the  anni- 
hilation of  the  nationality  of  Mexico;  and  that  we 
shall  thus  find  ourselves,  unless  the  greatest  cau- 
tion is  exercised,  at  the  end  of  another  campaign, 
or  at  some  future  time,  with  eight  or  nine  millions 
of  Mexicans,  without  a  government,  on  our  hands, 
not  knowing  what  to  do  with  them,  and  forced  to 
one  or  other  of  the  alternatives  which  I  have  pre- 
sented. This  is  a  question  which  I  consider  as 
exceeding  in  importance  all  others  at  this  time. 
After  that  is  decided,  we  may  then  consider  what 
course,  in  accordance  with  that  decision,  it  may 
be  wise  to  pursue.  I,  for  one,  wish  to  guide  my 
own  course,  and  I  offered  the  resolution  for  the 
double  purpose  of  bringing  it  before  this  body  and 
before -the  country,  and  putting  myself  in  reference 
to  this  Mexican  question  where  I  wish  to  stand. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  believe  my  resolutions 
have  precedence  on  the  calendar,  and  were  passed 
over  informally.  Are  they  included  in  the  motion 
now  before  the  Senate' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  They  are  not 
embraced  in  it. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  perceive  that  one  of  the 
morning  papers  supposes  that  my  resolutions  were 
introduced  with  reference  to  those  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  New  York.  Not  at  all.  My  reso- 
lutions were  written  several  days  before  his  were 
introduced.  The  Senator  may  fix  any  day  he 
pleases  for  the  consideration  of  his  resolutions 
either  before  or  after  the  day  fixed  upon  for  the 
consideration  of  mine. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  The  subject  of  the  Mexican  war 
is  one  capable  of  being  expanded  very  largely  in 
the  minds  of  men;  and  from  the  importance  with 


which  it  seems  to  be  put  forth*  at  this  early  period 
of  the  session,  it  is  more  than  likely  that  it  will 
embrace  a  large  portion  of  the  session  in  its  discus- 
sion, giving  rise  to  a  very  largo  diversity  of  senti- 
ment in  the  members  of  this  body.  It  may,  there- 
fore, be  a  matter  well  worthy  of  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate  whether  a  subject,  comprehending  so 
many  remote  consequences  as  aie  suggested  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  and  a  subject 
which,  at  all  events,  is,  in  the  judgment  of  every 
man,  of  very  great  importance,  should  not  be  con- 
sidered with  that  deliberation  which  the  Senate 
always  bestows  on  grave  national  questions;  and, 
therefore,  whether  it  should  not,  in  the  first  place, 
pass  through  one  of  the  committees  organized  by 
this  body  for  the  due  consideration  of  propositions 
before  they  are  submitted  to  the  final  adjudication 
of  the  body  itself.  Several  resolutions  have  already 
been  presented,  and  who  shall  guaranty  the  Senate 
that  a  dozen  others  of  a  similar  character  may  not  be 
submitted  to  the  Senate  ?  Who  shall  say  where  this 
subject  shall  end,  when  it  becomes  divided  up  and 
adjusted  to  the  different  capacities  and  judgments 
of  this  body?  This  is  but  the  beginning  of  the 
session,  and  we  have  two  sets  of  resolutions.  Be- 
fore the  day  arrives  for  the  action  of  the  Senate 
upon  this  particular  matter,  we  may  have  a  dozen 
other  resolutions;  and  I  submit  it  to  the  belter 
judgment  of  the  body,  whether  it  is  not  the  proper 
course,  under  these  circumstances,  to  refer  the 
whole  of  these  resolutions,  in  the  first  place,  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  If  it  be  in  order, 
I  shall  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  do  trust  that  the  course 
suggested  by  the  Senator  shall  not  be  pursued. 
What  is  the  object  of  the  reference?  Reference  is 
made  to  committees  for  the  purpose  of  consider- 
ing and  perfecting  details;  but  here  there  are  no 
details  to  settle.  In  fact,  it  is  a  simple  proposition. 
The  Senate  have  only  to  determine  whether  it  is 
intended  or  desired  that  the  whole  of  Mexico  shall 
be  conquered — her  nationality  destroyed — and  that 
we  shall  be  jilaced  in  a  position  in  which  we  shall 
be  compelled  either  to  hold  her  as  a  subjected  prov- 
ince, or  incorporate  her  into  our  Union.  We  have 
carried  this  business  of  reference  far  beyond  the 
parliamentary  rules,  and  have  encroached,  in  my 
opinion,  in  no  small  degree  on  the  rights  of  indi- 
vidual Senators  here.  As  to  the  number  of  reso- 
lutions that  may  be  offered,  I  have  no  reason  to 
believe  that  there  will  be  many.  Only  two  have 
been  introduced,  and  they  upon  entirely  diflerent 
subjects.  One  I  understand  refers  to  the  slave 
question — mainly,  at  least — and  the  other  to  a 
question  entirely  aside  from  that.  Sir,  I  do  not 
believe  that  there  will  be  a  long  discussion.  Unless 
I  am  very  greatly  deceived,  there  will  be  no  great 
division — at  least  there  is  not  at  present  a  great 
division  in  the  country  on  this  point,  and  I  trust 
there  will  not  be  in  this  body.  The  end  against 
which  I  wish  to  guard,  is  one  which  heretofore 
has  not  been  contemplated.  I  do  not  know  that 
such  an  end  is  now  contemplated.  I  trust  that  it 
is  not  intended.  But  we  may  find  ourselves  in  a 
position  not  intended,  and  from  which  we  cannot 
extricate  ourselves.  My  object  in  introducing  the 
resolutions,  is  to  guard  against  such  a  result.  I 
trust  they  will  have  that  effect,  and  'that  tlie  Sen- 
ator will  not  agree  to  refer  them  to  tlie  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  certainly  did  not  desire  to 
deprive  any  Senator  of  any  of  his  just  rights  in 
this  body,  nor  of  any  opportunity  for  the  exercise 
of  those  rights;  but  I  believe  it  would  be  difficult 
to  find,  on  reference  to  the  Journal,  an  instance  of 
any  one  question  being  introduced  in  th.e  form  of 
a  resolution,  of  such  grave  importance  as  this, 
which  was  not  referred  to  one  of  the  committees 
of  this  body.  It  would  be  very  difficult  to  find 
an  exception  to  the  general  rule — very  difficult. 
This  is  a  question  affecting  our  foreign  relations — 
clearly  and  emphatically  so.  It  is  not  so  merely 
in  its  meaning  and  effect,  but  it  is  so  on  the  face 
of  the  resolution,  and  in  so  many  words.  Well, 
sir,  it  will  not  limit  the  range  of  discussion  to  send 
it  in  the  first  place  to  the  committee.  It  will 
abridge  the  rights  of  no  man — neither  of  the  mover 
of  the  resolution,  nor  of  any  other  gentleman  on 
this  floor.  The  only  efl'ect  it  will  have,  will  be 
that  which,  by  the  standing  rules  of  this  body,  is 
designed — the  effect  of  subjecting  the  projiosition 
to  full  scrutiny;  first,  the  scrutiny  of  the  commit- 
tee, whose  especial  business  it  is  made  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  examine  it;  and,  secondly,  the  scrutiny  of 


the  Senate  itself,  revising  the  judgment  of  its  com- 
mittee. It  is  only  a  precaution  taken  to  guard 
against  ]irecipitale  and  hasty  conclusions.  It  is  a 
sort  of  second  trial  which  is  granted  in  favor  of 
ail  questions  whose  magnitude  entitles  them  to 
that  consideration — that  second  review  of  the  hu- 
man understanding.  It  is  upon  that  ground,  sir, 
that  the  rules  by  which  all  our  business  is  first 
submitted  to  committees  are  predicated.  If  we 
weie  at  the  end  of  the  session,  or  near  the  end, 
when  a  reference  of  this  subjeet  to  a  committee 
would  be  to  entomb  it  for  the  balance  of  the  ses- 
sion, then  the  objection  coming  from  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  would  be  an  available  one, 
because  he  v/ould  have  a  right  to  obtain  the  adju- 
dication of  the  Senate  upon  his  resolution,  fiut 
we  are  at  the  commencement  of  tlie  session — we 
are  on  this  side  of  the  holidays — wc  are  in  antici- 
liation  of  our  usual  custom  in  the  transaction  of 
the  heavier  part  of  the  jiublic  business,  which  is 
not  taken  up  till  after  the  holidays.  There  is, 
therefore,  abundance  of  time.  Sir,  this  resolution 
is  no  trifling  affair.  It  presents  a  gi-ave  question, 
and  in  answer  to  the  inquiry  which  I  addressed  to 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  lie  seems  to 
consider — if  I  rightly  interpreted  his  explana- 
tion— that  there  is  no  difference  between  territorial 
indemnity  and  the  conquest  and  retention  of  the 
whole  of  Mfe.xico;  that  the  consequences,  though 
not  immediate,  would  be  in  their  result  precisely 
the  same.  That  is  the  reading  of  the  explanation 
as  I  understand  it.  Well,  sir,  what  can  be  a 
graver  question  than  that?  Can  the  human  imagi- 
nation draw  up  for  review  a  question  graver,  more 
solemn,  more  calculated  to  affect  and  agitate  the 
public  heart  of  this  great  country  than  such  a 
question  as  this?  presented,  too,  at  a  time  when  our 
armies  are  occupying  the  territories  of  that  nation. 
I  am  one  who  does  not  believe  that  to  take  territo- 
rial indemnity  is  to  take  the  whole  of  Mexico.  I 
am  one  who  does  not  believe  that  these  two  ques- 
tions are  the  same,  either  in  point  of  fact  or  of  re- 
mote effect.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
who  has  more  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  his  own 
judgment  than  T  have  to  be  satisfied  .with  mine, 
thinks  differently.  Well,  sir,  his  thoughts  are  en- 
titled to  consideration.  They  are  matured  thoughts. 
They  will  receive  the  consideration  of  this  coun- 
try. They  will  have  their  effect  upon  the  public 
niind  of  a  large  portion  of  this  people;  and  it  is  for 
that  reason  that  I  desire  all  his  thoughts  should 
assume  a  shape  not  to  be  mistaken.  When  I  am 
told  that  to  obtain  from  Mexico  territorial  indem- 
nity to  any  extent,  is  equivalent, in  its  remote  con- 
sequences, to  an  utter  annihilation  of  the  sovereign- 
ty of  Mexico  and  the  incorporation  of  its  entire 
mass  of  territory  within  this  Union,  with  its  ten 
millions  of  population,  I  desire  time  to  inquire 
whether,  why  and  wherefore,  these  propositions 
are  the  same — whether  these  remote  and  compre- 
hensive effects  are  to  follow  from  all  acquisition  of 
a  portion  of  Mexico,  as  an  indemnity  to  this  Gov- 
ernment, for  the  wrongs  which  it  has  sustained  at 
the  hands  of  Mexico.  I  desire  that  the  committee 
to  whom  this  subject  should  be  referred,  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  investigating  that  question, 
and  ascertaining  whether  these  two  propositions 
are  identical  or  not;  because  it  is  very  manifest 
that  the  identity  of  these  two  propositions  will 
make  a  very  material  difference  in  the  estimation 
which  the  American  people  shall  put  upon  them. 
I  do  not  think  that  they  are  identical,  sir,  by  any 
means.  The  subject,  then,  being  one  of  such  obvi- 
ous and  acknowledged  importance — so  much  time 
being  before  us — so  few  inconveniences  being  at  all 
likely  to  result  from  the  reference  toacommiltee — 
1  cannot,  sir,  for  my  life,  discover  any  grave  rea- 
son why  the  reference  should  not  take  place.  But 
I  shall  not  only  acquiesce,  as  I  am  bound  to  do,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Senate;  but  I  shall  acquiesce 
in  tiiat  judgment,  whatever  it  may  be,  without  the 
least  feeling  of  disappointment.  And  I  assure  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  that  it  is  in  no  spirit 
of  cavilling — from  no  disposition  to  disagree  with 
him  unnecessarily,  or  to  get  u|)  discussion,  that  I 
make  this  suggestion.  I  act  simply  upon  the  same 
principle  upon  which  the  Senate  itself  acted  when 
it  established  those  rules  under  which  its  business 
is  submitted  to  the  various  committees. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  rise  principally  to  correct 
an  error  into  which  the  Senator  from  Ohio  has 
fallen,  doubtless  from  having  misunderstood  my 
remarks.  I  by  no  means  said  that  I  considered  the 
annihilation  of  the  nationality  of  Mexico  and  the 
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acquisition  of  a  portion  of  her  territory  as  identi- 
cal; on  the  contrary,  I  said  expressly  iliat  I  did 
not  understand  the  resolution  as  involving  the  ques- 
tion of  territory  at  all.  I  agree  with  hitn  that  we 
may  take  a  jiari — very  large  parts  of  Mexico  with- 
out'touching  hernaiionality.  My  object  is  very 
diflcrent;  and  to  satisfy  the  Senator  I  will  tell  him 
that  I  have  changed  not  a  single  opinion,  which  I 
have  ever  expressed,  in  relation  to  this  Mexican 
war.     I  hope  thai  this  will  satisfy  him. 

i^Tow,  sir,  if  1  understand  the  drift  of  the  Sen- 
ator's remarks,  and  of  his  motion,  it  is  this — that 
Jie  wishes  these  resolutions  of  mine  to  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  in  order  that  they 
may  make  a  report  u]ion  them  before  I  myself 
have  an  opportunity  of  being  heard  upon  them. 
I  ask,  is  that  fair?  I  introduced  a  general  subject 
liere,  and. the  Senator  proposes  to  take  it  out  of  my 
hands  before  I  am  heard — sending  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  where  it  is  to  be  dis- 
cussed and  reported  on  in  advance  of  my  own 
explanation  of  it.  Is  there  any  precedent  to  be 
found  in  this  or  any  other  parliamentary  body  for 
a  procedure  of  that  kind?  As  he  believes,  there 
is  no  instance  of  such  resolutions  being  introduced 
and  not  referred  to  a  committee  before  discussion. 
I  do  not  know  an  instance  in  which  any  such  ref- 
erence has  been  made.  I  myself  at  the  last  session 
introduced  important  resolutions  on  tke  subject  of 
slavery.  They  were  discussed  here  and  every- 
wliere. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  (in  his  seat.)  There  is  no  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  on  slavery. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  You  have  a  Committee  on 
Territories,  and  that  involved  a  territorial  ques- 
tion. You  may  raise  a  special  committee.  There 
is  no  difl'erence  in  that  view  between  a  special  and 
regular  committee.  The  whole  drift  of  his  motion 
— on  which  I  shall  say  no  more — is  to  take  my 
own  resolutions  out  of  my  own  hand,  so  that  the 
committee  may  make  the  first  speech  on  tliem,  to 
which  I  will  be  callcii  upon  to  reply,  instead  of 
explaining  my  own  resolutions.  I  submit  whether 
that  be  fair. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  I  liope  my  friend  from  Ohio 
will  withdraw  his  motion.  I  will  only  say,  as  one 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
that  I  have  made  up  no  opinion  with  regard  to 
the  resolutions  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  Certainly.  I  Jiave  no  disposition 
to  force,  even  if  I  had  the  power,  such  a  motion, 
if  the  committee  are  averse  to  the  reference;  and 
therefore,  at  the  request  of  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  connnittee,  I  beg  to  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion I  have  made. 

Allow  me,  sir,  however,  to  take  this  occasion 
to  remark,  that  I  am  gratified  with  the  explanation 
which  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  made, 
and  in  relation  to  which  he  conceives  that  J  was 
mistaken  in  supposing  that  he  meant  that  the 
taking  any  territorial  indemnity  was  identical  with 
the  annihilation  of  Mexico.  I  did  certainly  un- 
derstand him  to  say  that  that  was  to  be  the  ulte- 
rior consequence;  and  it  was  t!ie  identity  of  con- 
sequences that  he  had  reference  to,  and  not  the 
identity  of  the  particular  measures  at  the  moment. 
It  was  my  purpose  to  negative  the  idea  tliat  the 
same  consequences  would  flow,  however  remotely; 
that  is  to  say,  that  the  taking  of  territorial  indem- 
nity involved  an  idterior  necessity  of  annihilating 
Mexico  altogether.  But,  if  that  be  not  the  view 
of  the  Senatoi-,  I  am  glad  to  hear  it.  Because  I 
presumed,  on  the  first  form  of  the  projiosition, 
there  would  be  few  opinions  antagonistic  to  his; 
and  I  hope,  upon  the  second — that  is,  as  to  territo- 
rial indemnity — 1  shall  find  the  Senator  aiding 
those  \yho  go  for  indemnifying  the  country  for  its 
osses  in  the  way  of  lands. 

The  resoluiions  were  then  postponed  until  Tues- 
day, the  4th  day  of  .January  next,  and  made  the 
special  order  of  that  day. 

ANNEXATION  OF  TERRITORY. 

The  Senate  jn-oceeded  to  consider  the  following 
resolutions  hcretofore.submittcd  by  Mr.  Dicki-vson: 

Rcmlicil,  That  true  policy  r<'<|iiiri.s  the  Government  of 
tli<!  Unit<-fi  .States  to  stririKtlien  ji.i  political  and  coinmorcial 
ri'Inlions  npon  thirt  continent  t)y  IIk;  anncvatlon  of  siicli  < on- 
tiguoiis  territory  a-s  may  conduce  to  that  end,  .uid  cjui  he 
jiiHtly  ohlain(;d  ;  and  that  neither  in  mich  actinisiiioi,  nor  in 
the  tiTrilorial  organization  thereof  can  any  ccniililioiis  he 
coiiHtitniionally  imposed  or  institutions  be' provided  lor  or 
c-<lal>lished  iiiconsiKient  with  the  ri!»ht  of  the  peopU;  thereof 
to  form  a  tree  sovereiirn  State,  with  the  powerH  and  privi- 
lc|{ei  of  the  original  iiiuniburi  of  tlie  Confederacy. 


I       ResolrerK  Tliat  in  orynnizins;  a  Territorial  Government  for 

,  territory  belonging  to  the  United  States,  the  principles  of 

I  self  fjnveriinicnt  npon  wlsich  our  federative  system  rests  xiitl 

I  he  best  promoted,  the  true  spirit  and  meaniiif;  of  the  Uonsti- 

I  tution  he  oh.-:ervcd,  and  the  Confederacy  strengtiieiicd,  by 
leavins  all  quej^lions  concerning  the  domestic  policy  therein 

,  to  the  Legislatures  chosen  by  the  people  thereof. 

!  Mr.  DICKINSON  then  rose  and  moved  that 
tlie  resolutions  olfered  by  him  be  tnade  the  special 
order  for  two  weeks  from  to-day  at  one  o'clock.      I 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  I  beg  to  ask  the  Senator  from  ! 
New  York,  if  it  is  his  purpose  to  anticipate  a  dis-  i 
ctission  on  the  resolutions  ofJ.hc  Senator  from  i 
South  Carolina?  I 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  do  not  fully  hear  the  i 
Senator.  I 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  Is  it  the  purpose  of  the  Sen-  i 
alor  from  New  York,  in  the  motion  just  submitted,  ; 
to  anticipate  the  discussion  on  the  resolutions  of  i 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina?  j 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  do  not  know  how  the  j 
discussion  of  the  resolutions  oflered  by  the  honor-  i 
able  Senatorfrom  South  Carolina  can  be  anticipated  \ 
in  the  consideration  of  v/hat  he  hirnself  considered  1 
an  independent  proposition. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  I  hope,  Mr.  President,  that  be- 
fore we  get  into  this  sea  of  discussion  we  may  dis- 
pose of  some  public  measures  which  now  press 
upon  our  consideration.  I  would  suggest,  that  as 
the  resolutions  offered  by  the  Senators  from  South 
Carolina  and  Nev\^  York  are  antagonistiral  to  a 
very  great  extent,  they  may,  with  propriety,  l>e  con- 
sidered together.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York  will  allow  his  to  be  consider- 
ed with  the  others.  In  the  mean  time  I  hope  that 
we  may  be  able  to  dispose  of  tlie  bill  for  recruiting 
the  ranks  of  the  army,  and  also  of  the  measures 
necessary  to  provide  the  means  of  feeding  and 
clothing  the  soldiers  engaged  in  fighting  the  battles 
of  their  country  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  begged  to  insist  on  his  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  hoped  that  the  Senator  would 
fix  an  earlier  day  for  the  consideration  of  these  res- 
olutions than  that  fixed  for  those  which  he  [Mr. 
C]  had  offered. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  was  desirous  only  of  an  op- 
portunity of  explaining  his  resolutions  before  the 
entrance  of  any  other  subject,  which,  by  giving  rise 
to  discussion,  might  prevent  him  from  doing  so. 

Mr.  CALH^OUN  suggested  that  the  Senator 
could  have  the  opportunity  which  he  sought  on 
the  morning  of  the  day  after  that  fixed  for  the  con- 
sideration of  his  [Mr.  C.'s]  resolutions. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  am  not  so  sure  of  that; 
and  I  prefer  that  my  resolutions  retain  the  priority, 
to  which  they  are  entitled  in  the  order  in  which 
th.ey  were  offered.  I  may  not  trespass  long  on  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  in  addressing  it  on  the  reso- 
lutions, but  what  little  I  have  to  say  I  desire  to 
ofler  before  discussion  arises  on  other  subjects. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  must  make  a  remark  liere. 
Tlie  Senate  has  already  fixed  a  day  for  the  con- 
sideration of  my  resolutions;  and  the  Senator 
now  proposes  tlie  day  immediately  preceding  for 
the  consideration  of  his — thus  anticipating  inine. 
That  liis  resolutions  shall  pass  without  discussion 
is  impossible.  There  will  be,  as  I  take  it,  great  di- 
versity of  opinion  on  the  subject,  at  least  as  the 
resolutions  now  stand.  They  may  lead  to  a  long 
discussion.  Now  I  do  not  think  that  it  would  be 
treating  my  resolutions  fairly,  if,  after  having  fixed 
a  day  for  their  consideration,  the  day  immediately 
preceding  stiould  be  set  apart  for  the  consideration 
of  others  which  must  give  rise  to  discussion,  in 
consequence  of  which  mine  may  be  cut  ofl".  If  the 
Senator  wishes  to  be  heard,  he  can  be  heard  on  any 
intermediate  day,  or  on  the  morning  immediately 
after  the  day  set  a)iart  for  the  consideration  of  my 
resolutions. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  do  not  intend  to  super- 
sede the  Senator  in  any  other  sense  than  1  indicate. 
I  was  without  the  bar  when  I  learned  that  the  Sen- 
ator's resolutions  were  under  consideration,  and  I 
inquired  whether  the  motion  made  by  the  imnorable 
Senator  included  the  resolutions  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  submit.  The  reply  was  that  they  had 
been  passed  over  informally  and  were  not  embra- 
ced in  the  motion  of  the  Senator.  It  was  then  re- 
marked by  the  Senator  that  the  propositions  were 
indepcndont,  and  that  mine  could  be  set  down  for 
an  cailicr  or  later  day.  I  therefore,  in  accordance 
with  his  suggestion,  moved  an  earlier  day,  whicli 
WHS,  I  think,  treating  his  resolutions  with  fairness 
and  courtesy;  whilst,  according  to  his  own   rule, 


miiie  were  treated  rather  tinfairly,  for  I  po.'^tponed 
their  consideration  till  after  the  holidays,  in  order 
to  meet  the  convenience  of  the  Senate.  I  am  willing 
that  they  should  be  set  down  for  an  earlier  day; 
but  the  holidays  are  approaching,  and  I  desire  an 
opportunity  to  explain  the  resolutions  before  I  shall 
be  superseded  by  any  ot:her  discussion.  I  do  not 
know  that  any  other  Senators  wish  to  speak  on  the 
resolutions.  If  they  do,  the  further  consideration 
of  the  resolutions  can  be  post]:)oned  till  the  others 
shall  have  been  discussed.  I  am  quite  willing  to 
consent  to  such  an  arrangement.  I  desire  only,  as 
I  have  said,  an  opportunity  to  state  my  views  in 
ex'l^lanntion  of  the  resolutions  before  the  question 
is  embarrassed  and  superseded  by  other  questions 
supposed  in  the  public  mind  to  have  a  similar 
bearing. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  himself,  I 
moved  that  the  consideration  of  my  resolutions 
should  be  fixed  for  a  certain  day,  and  under  that 
impression  I  voted  for  making  them  the  order  for 
Monday,  not  imagining  of  course  that  I  was  to  be 
foreclosed  and  superseded. 

Mr.  CASS.  The  suggestion  of  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas  is  entitled  to  have  consideration. 
Wc  are  all  aware  that  the  President  has  submitted 
to  Congress  the  necessity  of  additional  military 
forces,  and  the  Military  Committee  has  had  no  op- 
portunity to  examine  the  subject,  but  wJU  soon 
meet  and  take  it  up.  I  hope  whatever  time  may 
be  fixed  for  the  consideration  of  the.se  resolutiona, 
it  may  be  distinctly  understood  that  they  are  not 
to  stand  in  the  way  of  public  business  of  a  more 
pressing  nature,  demanding  the  immediate  atten- 
tion of  Congress.  I  do  trust  that  it  may  be  di.s- 
tinctly  understood  before  an  order  is  made  on  this 
subject,  that  it  will  not  be  superseded  by  any  other 
matters, 

I  must  be  allowed  to  say  with  regard  to  the  re- 
solutions of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  with  the  greatest  deference  to  his  opin- 
ions, that  I  myself  do  not  see  their  practical  import- 
ance. I  am  perfectly  willing  to  hear  the  view.s  of 
the  Senator.  I  know  that  they  will  be  intelligent, 
striking,  and  tliat  they  will  go  to  the  public  with 
the  great  weight  of  his  character;  but  I  must  say 
that  there  is  no  man  in  this  nation  in  favor  of  the 
extinction  of  the  nationality  of  Mexico.  The 
Executive  has  indicated  his  views,  and  they  are 
totally  inconsistent  with  the  extinction  of  the  na- 
tionality of  Mexico. 

With  respect  to  the  resolutions  I  have  nothing 
to  say.  But  I  must  remark,  that  I  do  think  that  it 
is  exceedingly  unwise,  at  this  stage  of  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war,  in  either  branch  of  Congi-ess  to 
say  what  we  will  do,  or  what  we  will  not  do.  We 
may  be  driven  from  Mexico  to-morrow — it  is  not 
a  very  likely  event — but  how  would  we  look  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world  in  that  case,  after  having 
declared  that  we  did  not  mean  to  seize  the  whole 
of  Mexico ! 

If  the  resolution  be  intended  as  a  vehicle  of  the 
opinions  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  I 
shall  hear  him  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure;  and 
his  views  will, I  doubt  not,  have  great  weight  in  the 
country;  but  I  shall  oppo.se  any  vote  6n  the  Sub- 
ject; as  that  would  be,  in  my  judgment,  unnecessary 
and  impolitic. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  should  be  very  glad  in- 
deed to  think  with  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Michigan,  that  there  is  no  person  in  the  country 
who  thinks  of  the  extinction  of  the  nationality  of 
Mexico.  Why,  yon  can  hardly  read  a  newspaper 
without  finding  it  filled  with  speculation  upon  this 
subject.  The  proceedings  that  took  place  in  Ohio, 
at  a  dinner  given  to  one  of  the  volunteer  officers  of 
the  army  returned  from  Mexico,  show  conclusively 
that  the  impression  entertained  by  the  persons 
present,  was,  that  our  troops  would  never  leave 
Mexico  until  they  had  conquered  the  whole  coun- 
try. This  was  the  sentiment  advanced  by  the 
officer,  and  it  was  applauded  by  the  assembly,  and 
endorsed  by  the  official  paper  of  that  State. 

But  thi.s  is  not  the  point.  The  question  is  not 
now  whether  such  a  thing  is  contemphited.  I  at- 
I  tribute  no  such  motive  to  any  one.  I  look  at  the 
■jirogress  of  events.  I  look  at  what  is  proposed 
and  the  end  of  it — those  consequences  which  I  pro- 
pose to  avert  by  this  resolution.  Sir, let  any  man 
look  at  the  progress  of  this  vvai; — let  him  consider 
how  we  got  into  it,  not  expecting  to  get  into  it  at 
all,  for  certainly  the  Executive  officers  expressed, 
in  the  strongest  manner,  their  conviction  that  there 
wtis  not  the  slightest  lutzard  of  war  at  the  tmia 
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wben   our  troops   marched    to  the  Rio  Grande. 
What  next  ?    After  the  w^v  was  comnnenced  we 
■were  told  that  the  Government  was  to  conquer  a 
peace;  and  what  have  we  been  told  since?    That 
we  must  carry  on  the  war  vigorously.     Where  is 
this  to  end?    The  whole  ]irogres.s  towards  the  ac- 
complishment of  this  avowed  object  of  the  Presi- 
dent, to  conquer  a  peace,  has  been  marked  by  an 
earnest  desire  eagerly  to  prosecute  the  war;  to  go 
on  and  go  on,  until  we  find  ourselves  where  no 
man  expected.     Sir,  instead  of  being  an  abstrac- 
tion, these    resolutions    are    eminentl}''  practical; 
they  are  intended  to  present  to  the  people  of  this 
country  a  finale,  probably  not   now  anticipated, 
but  which  will  come  if  proper  precautions  be  not 
taken.     It  is  while  the  public  mind  is  yet  sound, 
and   while   the   Senate,  as  I  believe,  is  prepared 
almost  unanimously  to  vote  against  such  an  end 
of  the  war,  that  I  v/ish  this  expression  of  opinion 
to  be  made.     Sir,  we  begin  now  to  find  thp  mis- 
fortune  of  entering  into  a  war  without  a  decla- 
ration of  war — without  a  declaration  setting  forth 
to  the  people  the  causes  of  the  war,  and  one  upon 
which  they  may  hold  the  Government  responsible. 
We  have  got  into  a  war  by  a  recognition  of  war, 
and  not  a  declaration,  and  hence  the  necessity  for 
this  resolution,  to  negative  a  result  wliich  we  do 
not  contemplate.     No,  sir,  it  is  as  practical  as  any 
measure  that  can  be  brought  forward;  for,  until 
the  question  which  arises  upon  these  resolutions  is 
decided,  we  shall  be  at  a  loss  to  know  what  amount 
of  supplies,  how  many  men,  and  how  much  money 
to  grant.     If  it  be  declared,  that  it  is  not  intended 
to  conquer  Mexico  so  as  to  destroy  her  nationality, 
this  will  throw  a  great  deal  of  light  upon  our  vote; 
but  if  it  be  contemplated  to  do  this,  then  more  men 
and  more  money  will  be  required;  and  hence  the 
decision  upon  these  resolutions  is  the  preliminary 
step  to  be  taken.     Sir,  it  was  a  good  old  practice 
in  the  early  stages  of  this  Government,  when  the 
President  of  these  United  States  sent  an  address 
to  Congress,  that  an  answei-  to  that  address  was 
prepared  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the 
whole  affairs  of  the  nation  were  discussed  before 
any  measures  were  adopted.     That  is  the  course 
pursued  in  the  British  Parliament,  and  in  the  French 
Chamber  of  Deputies.     That  practice  has  been 
dropped,  and  the  various  subjects  now  come  be- 
fore us  piecemeal,  and  are  referred  to  committees, 
and  we  have  no  opportunity  of  knowing  what  the 
state  of  the  Union  is,  until  we  are  called  upon  to 
vote  upon  the  various  propositions  so  submitted. 
Now,  I  hope  that  a  discussion  will  be  had,  if  dis- 
cussion be  necessary,  and  that  a  vote  will  be  taken, 
though,  if  what  I  hear  from  the  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan be  correct,  that  no  man  contemplates  the  entire 
conquest  of  all  Mexico,  then  we  need  not  have  a 
long  discussion;  and  it  will  be  very  satisfactory  to 
myself,  at  least,  and  I  believe  it  will  be  highly  sat- 
isfactory to  the  people  generally,  to  have  it  declared 
that  such  a  thing  is  not  contemplated. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  do  not  see  that  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  has  changed  the  aspect  of  the  ques- 
tion. He  speaks  of  the  objects  of  the  war.  If  by 
this  is  meant  the  objects  to  be  attained  by  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war,  every  man,  woman,  and  child,  in 
the  country,  can  understand  them.  They  are  sat- 
isfaction and  indemnity.  All  we  seek  of  Mexico, 
to  use  a  phrase  a  good  deal  reprobated,  but  which 
has  a  good  deal  of  sense  in  it,  is  to  conquer  a  peace. 
That  is  the  object  that  we  have  in  view;  we  seek 
'  to  prevail  upon  the  Mexican  Government  to  con- 
sent to  an  amicable  adjustment;  that  is  the  object 
sought  by  the  nation,  and  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  to 
be  attained  by  such  resolutions  as  these.  Now, 
the  honorable  Senator  says  that  the  decision  of 
these  resolutions  may  guide  us  as  to  the  amount  of 
force  to  be  raised.  I  take  it,  sir,  that  most  of  us 
in  the  Senate,  the  Executive,  and  a  great  majority 
of  this  nation,  intend  to  go  on  with  the  war  until 
Mexico  will  consent  to  an  honorable  peace;  and  I 
take  it,  that  a  majority  of  the  Senate,  and  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  will  vote  the  necessary 
means  for  this  purpose.  Now,  what  we  are  wil- 
ling to  do  at  one  time,  we  may  not  be  willing  to 
do  at  another;  we  may  accept  to-day  what  we 
would  refuse  to-morrow;  and  we  might  have  ac- 
cepted yesterday,  perhaps,  what  we  would  have 
refused  to-day. 

The  course  of  obstinate  infatuation  on  the  part 
of  Mexico,  if  persisted  in,  may  compel  us  to  do 
hereafter  far  otherwise  than  we  would  do  now.  I 
am  not  for  agitating  the  question.  When  the  time 
comes  that  we  shall  be  called  on  to  act  constitu- 


tionally and  lawfully,  let  us  then  act,  but  not  by  a 
previous  declaration.  The  honorable  Senator  says 
that,  at  a  certain  meeting,  a  proposition  was  made 
that  Mexico  mustbealtogetherannihilated.  What, 
then,  is  it  necessary  for  us  to  declare  that  such  is 
not  the  intention  ?  Some  time  since,  a  resolution 
was  offered  for  annexing  Cuba  to  this  country,  and 
yet  nobody  thought  of  offering  a  counter  resolu- 
tion that  it  should  not  be  annexed;  and  if  a  propo- 
sition were  made  anywhere  that  England  or  France 
should  be  annexed  to  this  country,  no  one  would 
think  of  recording  on  the  Senate  Journals  a  solemn 
declaration  that  we  v/ould  not.  H  seems  to  me, 
that  these  resolutions  have  no  practical  bearing,  or 
if  they  have,  that  this  is  not  the  time  for  their 
discussion.     I  leave  the  question. 

Mr.  NILES.     I  have  always  been  opposed  to 
wasting  much  time  on  the  discussion  of  abstract 
propositions,  in  which  light  I  regard  these  resolu- 
tions,   and    especially  the    one  of  my  honorable 
friend  from  New  York.     The  discussion  upon  that 
resolution  would   not  shed  much   light  upon  the 
principal  question,  which  can  only  come  up  on  a 
Territorial  bill  or  a  treaty.     I  regard  the  resolution 
of  the  honorable  and  distinguished  Senator  from 
South    Carolina  as   pretty    near    an    abstraction. 
That  honorable  Senator  is  rather  fond  of  abstrac- 
tions, and  probably  he  has  introduced  a  good  many 
of  them  in  the  form  of  resolutions  here.     There 
does  appear  to  me,  sir,  to  be  an  intimate  connection 
between  the  two  great  questions  presented  in  these 
resolutions,  and  the  whole  legislation  upon  these 
subjects  in  regard  to  our  peculiar,  extraordinary, 
unexampled  relations  with  a  neighboring  Power. 
We  are  called  on  by  the  Executive,  in  tlie  dis- 
charge of  his  high  functions,  to  provide  additional 
means  for  the  prosecution  of  this  war;  and  with 
the  view,  as  he  tells  us,  of  securing  an  honorable 
peace.     Well,  sir,  in  regard  to  the  general  propo- 
sition, I  apprehend   that  there  will  be  very  little 
diversity  of  opinion  here;  I  should  hope  so,  sir,  at 
least;  for  even  these  honorable  gentlemen  who — 
some  of  them,  I  believe,  think  that  this  war  origi- 
nated unnecessarily  and  somewhat  aggressively  on 
our  part — must  nevertheless  see  the  condition  the 
country  is  in,  and  that  whatever  may  have  been 
the  origin  of  the  war  cannot  now  very  materially 
bear  upon  the  question.     We  must  sustain  the 
national  character;  we  must  in   some  way  bring 
this  war  to  a  conclusion.     Well,  sir,  if  the  propo- 
sition of  the  honorable  Senator  have  a  direct  and 
practical  be^iring  upon  the  bill  which  may  come 
before  us  in  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of 
the  President,  then,  sir,  perhaps  we  may  as  well 
meet  this  great  question  in  this  form  as  in  any 
other.     I  should  think  that  the  decision  of  the 
Senate  upon  the  two  questions  which  these  reso- 
lutions present,  would  be  matter  of  some  import- 
ance to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and 
would  give  some  degree  of  direction  to  the  course 
of  action  devolving  on  them,  and  in  regard  to  the 
additional  propositions  which  it  may  be  their  duty 
to  bring  before  us  in  the  prosecution  of  this  war. 
As  I  have  already  observed,  all  parties  will  agree 
that  this  war  should  be  brought  to  an  honorable 
conclusion.     What  is  an  honorable  conclusion  of 
the  war?     Some  may  think  that  we  have  acquired 
honor  enough  already  in  its  prosecution,  and  that 
we  have  prosecuted  it  as  far  as  is  justifiable. 

There  are  but  few,  however,  who  think  so.  We 
want  a  treaty  of  peace;  the  war  must  be  prosecu- 
ted for  that  object,  and  it  is  a  legitimate  object; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  we  who  represent  the  in- 
terests of  this  great  nation  have  or  ought  to  have 
some  little  sagacity.  We  must  look  at  the  actual 
condition  of  things,  and  see  what  will  be  the  result 
of  puisuing  this  matter — and  this  question  is  dis- 
tinctly presented  in  the  second  resolution;  that  is, 
what  line  of  policy,  in  the  prosecution  of  this  war, 
may  lead  to  a  result  which  will  be  much  more  im- 
portant, much  more  solemn  in  its  consequences, 
than  the  attainment  of  an  honorable  peace.  May 
not  such  a  result  follow?  Is  there  not  reason  to 
fear  it  ?  and  if  so,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  look  at  it  in 
advance,  and  as  preceding  the  preparations  which 
it  may  be  necessary  to  make  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  war.  I  believe  it  to  be  the  general  sentiment 
of  this  body  that  the  conquest  of  this  extensive 
country  is  not  desired.  The  next  question  is, 
whether  we  may  or  not  be  thrown  into  a  position  in 
which  such  a  result  will  become  almost  inevitable. 
The  Senator  from  Michigan  tells  us  wc  cannot  see 
the  end  of  the  war — that  we  cannot  now  say  what 
the  terms  of  peace  should  be,  because,  what  might 


be  suitable  at  this  time,  might  be  very  unsuitable 
at  another  time.     AVell,  then,  would  it  not  be  well 
to  examine,  and  how  we  are  best  to  secure  the  ob- 
ject we  are  all  aiming  at,  that  we  may  not  be 
drawn  intp  the  necessity  of  taking  possession  of 
the  whole  of  Mexico  ?     Now  both  of  these  ques- 
tions are  presented  in  these  resolutions,  and  the  last 
one  I  regard  as  being  of  the  greatest   importance; 
and  there  may  be  difficulty  in  acting  upon  it,  be- 
cause there  is  nothing  distinct  in  the  terms  of  the 
resolution  itself  by  which  we  are  to  reach  the  end 
desired.     I  believe  I  may  say  that  we  all  wish  to 
avoid  the  probable  contingency  whereliy  we  shall 
be  under  the  necessity  of  taking  care  of  the  whole 
population    of   that  countr)?-,   and  extending   our 
jurisdiction   over  it.     Now  these    are  great  ques- 
tions, which  cannot  be  too  carefully  considered. 
I  am  not  for  abandoning  this  war;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  I  cannot  but  see  that  every  step  we  take  in  the 
conquest  of  this  country  but  increases  pur  difficul- 
ty and  renders  the  adjustment  which  I  have  alluded 
to  a   subject  of  greater   difficulty.      Sir,  no   one 
can  mistake  that  it  is  the  sentiment  of  the  army — 
and  the  ai-my  of  this  country  is  now  of  sufficient 
importance   to  speak,  and  to  be  heard  and  felt — 
it  is  evidently,  I  say,  their  sentiment  that  this  war 
is  only  to  end  with  the  entire  conquest  of  Mexi- 
co.    1  have  read  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting 
to  which  the   honorable  Senator  alluded.     I  read 
them   with    the  most  profound  regret.      Sir,  we 
hear  from  our  countrymen  abroad  in  the  service 
of  their  country,  (and  we   hear   the  same    from 
several    quarters,)    that   we   cannot   make  peace 
without  the  subjugation   of  the   whole   country. 
When  we  hear  from  the  army,  which  ought  to  be 
subordinate   to   the  civil  Government,  such  lan- 
guage— that  the  army  would  consider  itself  dis- 
graced if  we  did  not  take  the  whole  country;  and 
this  spreading  through  the  country,  so  calculated 
to  take  hold  of  the  masses, — is  it  not  time  to  view 
matters  carefully,  and  to  proceed  with  caution?     I 
think  so,  for  one.     It  is  not  necessary  to  go  far- 
ther into   this  subject;  it  is  not  necessary  to  look 
at  the  consequences  that  will  result  to  our  institu- 
tions; it  is  not  difficult  to  see  the  unhappy  condi- 
tion in  which  this  country  will  be  placed,  and  the 
alarming  results  which  will  follow  from  a  change 
so  great,  so  momentous,  in  our  political  condition, 
and  in  the  extent  of  our  territorial   possessions. 
Sir,  I  think  there  is  some  propriety  in  acting  upoa 
these    propositions   in   advance    of   acting    upon 
measures   connected  with  this  war.     I   certainly 
should  not  have  proposed  anything  of  the  kind 
myself;  but,  being  here,  I  cannot  see,  looking  at 
the  signs  of  the  times,  but  that  there  is  a  manifest 
propriety  in   examining   these    questions.     I    am 
one  who  think  that  we  ought  to  have  indemnity 
from  Mexico;  that  we  ought  to  prosecute  the  war, 
with  the  end  of  obtaining  it,  if  there  be  any  rea- 
sonable prospect  of  gettin'g  it,  by  a  farther  exten- 
sion of  our  conquests.     But  if  there  is  not  such  a 
prospect — if  we  have  already  proceeded  far  enough 
to  be  convinced  that  peace  is  not  to  be  obtained 
by  extending  our  dominion, — then  comes  the  grave 
question,  whether  we   shall  fall  back  upon  some 
such  proposition  as  that  which  was  offered  by  the 
distinguished  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  at 
the  last  session,  and  content  ourselves  with  the 
occupation   of   a    portion   of   their   territory,   or 
whether  we  will  make  the  calamities  of  war  fall 
with  increased  force  upon  the  enemy,  and  then 
induce  them  to  make  peace.     But  will  they  be  in- 
duced to  do  this  by  breaking  up  the  fragments  of 
the   Government   they  have,  and   resolving   that 
country  into  the  primitive  condition  of  a  popula- 
tion without  a  Government?    I  think  it  involves  a 
serious  doubt,  whether,  after  we  have  done  that, 
we  shall  not  be  farther  from  the  end  than  we  are 
at  present.     I    will    yield  my  objections   against 
diverting  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  discus- 
sion of  abstract  propositions,  so  far  as  those  prop- 
ositions have  a  bearing  upon  the  subject  that  may 
come  before  us  for  our  consideiation.     Believing 
this  to  be  the  case  in  regard  to  one  of  these  propo- 
sitions, I  shall  not  offer  any  opposition  to  its  dis- 
cussion.    I  hope  it  will  come  up  at  an  early  day. 
I  know  there  are  important  matters  of  business, 
important  bills — one  of  them   in   relation  to  our 
I  foreign  mail  service — which,  I  hope,  will  be  con- 
I  sideiTd  at  an  early  day;  and  I  greatly  fear,  that  if 
I  these  two   propositions  are  taken  up,  the  discus- 
I  sion  will  consume  a  month,  at  least,  of  our  time, 
before  we  can  do  anything  in  regard  to  these  im- 
'  portant  matters  of  business. 
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Mr.  DICKINSON.  Anxious  as  I  am  to  obtain 
a  discussion  upon  the  [-('solutions  which  I  have 
offered,  1  am  not  suincientiy  anxious  to  desire  that 
discussion  to  the  exclusion  of  any  important  busi- 
ness. I  believe,  jiowever,  they  are  not  altogether 
abstractions;  and  1  believe  I  can  call  my -lionorable 
friend  from  Connecticut  to  witness  they  are  not. 
I  believe  my  iionorable  friend  is  one  of  the  most 
practical  members  of  this  body,  and  that  he  never 
discusses  abstractions;  yet  the  iionorable  Senator, 
in  presenting  resolutions  from  the  Legislature  of 
Connecticut,  so  far  departed  from  his  usual  prac- 
tical course  as  to  address  the  Senate  at  some  length. 
I  do  not  complain  of  this,  for  I  acknowledge  that 
the  remarks  of  ihe  Senator  were  entirely  agreeable 
to  my  mind;  and  the  honorable  Senator  has  also 
favored  the  Senate  with  extended  remarks  upon 
the  question  now  pending.  If  the  resolutions  had 
been  abstractions,  he  certainly  would  not  have 
discussed  them.  1  believe,  sir,  that  if  some  of 
these  questions  were  settled,  a  greater  good  would 
be  accomplislied  than  if  we  were  to  pass  all  the 
bills  wliicli  can  be  brought  before  this  body.  I 
will  add,  sir,  that  in  conversing  with  the  honorable 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  an  arrangement, 
which  is  entirely  satisfactory,  has  been  agreed 
upon,  and,  therefore,  I  withdraw  my  motion  to 
make  the  resolutions  which  I  have  offered  the  order 
of  the  day. 

ROUTE  TO  CALIFORNIA. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
resolution,  submitted  on  Thursday  last  by  Mr. 
Pearce,  and  it  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved.  Tliatone  tliousaiul  additional  copies  of  the  notes 
i>f  a  military  leeDnnoissaiue  Irom  Fort  Leavenworth  to  San 
Diego,  liv  Lieutenant  William  H.  Emory,  and  of  Colonel 
Cooli's  report,  hi  printed  lor  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  that 
the  Secri'taiy  of  tlie  Senate  be  directed  to  cause  to  he  en- 
graveJ  or  lithojrraplied  an  equal  number  of  the  ma))  accom- 
panying Lieutenant  Emory';:  report  and  j^uch  of  the  botanical, 
tcolo^ical,  and  oiher  illustrations  as  the  Coinmitiee  on  the 
Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate  may  approve  and  di- 
rect. 

1   THE  LATE  GEORGE  C.  DROMGOOLE. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
H(Hise  of  Representatives  by  Mr.  Campbell,  their 
Clerk: 

"  Mr.  President:  I  am  directed  to  notify  the 
Senate  of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  George  JZ. 
Dromgoole,  late  a  inember  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, from  the  State  of  Virginia." 

The  resolutions  ado[)tcd  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives on  the  occasion  having  been  read — 

Mr.  MASON  rose,  and  addressed  the  Senate  as 
follows: 

1  discharge  a  melancholy  duty,  Mr.  President, 
in  asking  the  Senate  to  extend  the  customary  evi- 
dences of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  very  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  whose  death  has  just  been 
annoum^ed  to  us. 

George  Coke  Dromgoole,  a  Representative 
elected  from  the  Stale  of  Virginia  to  the  present 
Congress,  died  at  his  residence  in  the  county  of 
Brunswick,  in  that  State,  on  the  27th  day  of  April, 
in  the  [jresenl  year. 

He  had  just  closed  the  fifth  term  of  his  service 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  been  re- 
elected by  a  constituency  amidst  whom  he  was 
born,  when  the  irrevocable  mandate  was  issued 
which  now  numbers  him  with  the  dead. 

Nature  had  formed  him  for  a  statesman  of  the 
Iiighest  order,  and,  soon  distinguished  by  popular 
favor,  hi.s  inclinations  and  habits  of  mind  at  once 
directed  him  to  the  paths  of  public  life.  A  clear 
head  and  sound  heart  assured  alike  unshaken  loy- 
alty to  his  country  and  inviolable  faith  to  his 
friends. 

When  just  eniering  upon  manhood,  he  was 
chosen  a  deleiratc  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Vir- 
ginia, and,  with  an  interval  of  but  two  years,  du- 
ring which  he  declined  a  reelection,  from  that  time 
forth  continued  a  Representative  of  the  people 
until  his  career  was  closed  in  death. 

in  18^!)  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  Ihe  Conven- 
tion called  to  revise  the  Constitution  of  the  State — 
a  body  selected  with  ^'reat  care  by  the  jieople  of 
Virginia,  composed  of  our  wisest  statesmen,  and 
numbering  amongst  its  members  men  who  adorned 
and  left  their  impress  upon  the  nge  in  which  they 
lived 

I''rom  the  Hon.sc  of  Delegates  he  was  transferred 
to  the  Virtrinia  Senate,  and  whilst  presiding  officer 
of  that  body,  in  the  year  IH.'J.'j,  was  elected  to  the 
House  of  Rcpresentutives  of  the  United  Slates. 

It  was  my  fortune  to  be  nssociate.d  with  him  in 


the  public  councils,  both  of  our  honored  State  and 
of  this  Confederacy,  and  to  witness  from  theirearly 
development  in  youfh  to  the  maturity  of  riper  years 
that  solidity  of  mind  and  strong  aiul  clear  discern- 
ment wliich  so  rarely  accompanies  the  quick  wit 
and  ready  thought  that  distinguished  the  career  of 
this  gifted  man. 

With  ardent  temperament  and  decided  opinions, 
General  Dromgoole  always  stood  allied  with  par- 
ty; but  he  made  no  enemies — ever  more  ready,  in 
the  stern  conflicts  of  party,  to  disarm  than  to  wound, 
or  with  ready  and  playful  remark  to  turn  aside 
acerbity. 

In  social  life  he  enjoyed  and  deserved  the  strong- 
est attachment  of  his  friends;  perhaps  never  more 
signally  shown  than  in  the  incidents  connected 
with  the  election  which  but  a  few  days  preceded 
his  death,  when  his  constituents,  by  a  diminished 
vote,  evinced,  that  although  they  could  chasten, 
they  would  not  dismiss  their  Repi'esentative. 

Of  his  infirmities,  sir,  it  may  become  him  to 
speak,  who  himself  has  none;  let  their  memory  be 
buried  in  the  tomb,  where  now  reposes  all  that 
was  mortal  of  the  statesman,  the  patriot,  and  the 
friend. 

1  move,  sir,  the  following  resolutions  : 

Rfsolvcii,  unanimously,  That  the  Senate  has  heard  with 
deep  sensibility  of  the  deatii  of  the  Honorable  Gkorge 
CoKK  Dromgoole,  a  representative  elect  from  the  State  of 
^'irginia,  which  has  been  communicated  by  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

Resol'-ed,  That  in  testimony  of  their  respect  for  the  mem- 
ory of  the  deceased,  the  Senators  will  wear  the  usual  badge 
of  mourning  for  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  As  a  further  mark  of  respect,  that  the  Senate 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  resolutions  having  been  unanimously  adopt- 
ed, the  Senate  adiourneil. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  December  20,  1847. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  having  been  read — 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  rose  to  a  question  of 
the  accuracy  of  the  Journal.  He  submitted  to  the 
Speaker  (for  he  had  not  been  able  to  hear  distinct- 
ly tl;e  reading  of  the  Journal)  whether  it  did  not 
omit  to  state  that  that  portion  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Rules  which  was  journalized  as 
having  been  rejected,  was  recommended  by  the 
committee  to  be  rejected.''  He  believed  there  was 
no  notice  taken  in  the  Journal  of  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  there  was  no 
wi-itten  report  made  to  that  effect;  that  the  rule  first 
reported  remained  as  a  rule  for  the  consideration  of 
the  House — the  question  being  on  its  adoption. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  stated,  it  was 
true,  that  the  committee  recommended  it  should 
be  rejected.  The  Chair  believed  such  verbal  re- 
commendations had  not  formerly  been  the  subject 
of  notice  on  the  Journal. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.  It  is  not  stated  on 
the  Journal  that  I  moved  its  rejection. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Journal  will  be  amended 
so  as  to  state  the  fact. 

Here  the  conversation  dropped,  and  the  Journal, 
as  thus  amended,  was  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that,  with  the  leave  of 
the  House,  he  would  call  for  petitions  in  the  order 
of  the  States,  for  reports  from  committees,  "and  for 
resolutions  in  the  order  of  the  States,  in  the  order 
prescribed  by  the  rules  of  the  House.  If  the 
House  would  submit  to  this,  it  would  promote  its 
convenience  and  the  expedition  of  busniess. 

The  suggestion  being  acquiesced  in,  by  the  gen- 
eral consent  of  the  House — 

The  SPEAKER  proceeded  to  call  for— 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  J.  Q,.  ADAMS  presented  a  ]ietition  pray- 
ing for  peace,  and  asked  its  reference  to  a  select 
committer. 

Mr.  BOYD  moved  its  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  not  oi'dcred. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  rose  and  (in  reference 
to  the  prayer  of  the  petition  for  peace)  desired  to 
ask,  peace  with  whom?     It  docs  not  say. 

Mr.  J.  Q,.  ADAMS  moved  that  the  petition  be 
read,  as  it  was  very  short. 

This  motion  being  agreed  to,  thjj  petition  was 
read . 

Mr.  BOYD  modified  his  motion,  and  moved  the 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 


Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  begged  leave  simply 
to  slate,  that  during  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
as  every  gentleman  now  here  who  was  then  a 
member  of  th.e  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs 
would  well  recollect,  a  vast  number  of  similar  pe- 
titioiis  were  refeired  to  that  committee. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  gentlemen  that  de- 
bate was  not  in  order.  If  debate  arose  upon  a 
petition,  it  must  of  necessity  go  over  under  the 
rules. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Boyd  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  and  decided  in  the  negative  without  ii 
division. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  and  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Con- 
necticut, simultaneously  moved  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

And  the  ijuestion  being  taken  on  this  motion,  it 
was  agreed  to:  Ayes  120,.  noes  not  counted. 

Mr."  JOHN  CI.  ADAMS  also  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  Photius  Kavasales,  pi-aynig  Congress  to 
pass  a  law  authorizing  the  petitioner  to  change  his 
name,  and  moved  its  reference  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Debate  arising  on  the  reference  of  said  petition, 
it  was  laid  over  under  the  rule. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  Mitchell,  of  the  State 
of  Maine,  praying  a  pension  for  a  wound  received 
on  board  the  United  States  ship  Alabama  while 
engaged  in  firing  a  salute  in  May  last  in  honor  of 
the  victories  achieved  by  Generals  Scott  and  Tay- 
lor. Referred  to  tl>€  Con^mittee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  P.  Andrews,  of  Sa- 
lem, Massachusetts,  praying  for  an  amicable  ter- 
rnination  of  the  war  with  Mexico.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  AlFairs. 

Other  petitions  were  also  presented — 

From  the  State  of  Massachusetts:  By  Messrs. 
HALE  and  PALFREY. 

From  Rhode  Island:  By  Mr.  CRANSTON. 

From  Connecticut:  By  Mr.  ROCKWELL.' 

From  New  York:  By  Messrs.  HUNT,  HALL, 
HOLMES,  GOTT,  and  MACLAY. 

From  Pennsylvania:  By  Messrs.  POLLOCK, 
HAMPTON,  and  STEWART. 

From  Maryland:  By  Mr.  EVANS. 

From  Virginia:  By  Mr.  BOCOCK. 

From  North  Carolina:  By  Mr.  BARRINGER. 

From  Georgia:  By  Mr.  KING. 

From  Kentucky:  By  Messrs.  FRENCH  and 
BOYD. 

From  Tennessee  :  By  Mr.  GENTRY. 

From  Ohio:  By  Messrs.  VINTON,  CROW- 
ELL,  and  DICKINSON. 

From  Mississippi:  By  Mr.  THOMPSON. 

Fi-om  Illinois:  By  Messrs.  SMITH,  LIN- 
COLN, and  FICKLIN. 

From  Alabama:  By  Messrs.  HOUSTON,  HIL- 
LIARD,  and  GAYLE. 

From  Missouri:  By  Messrs.  JAMIESON  and 
PHELPS. 

From  Arkansas:  By  Mr.  JOHNSON. 

STATE    RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  presented  certain  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
in  favor  of  the  plan  of  Asa  Whitney  for  a  rail- 
road from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Pacific;  which 
resolutions  were  laid  upon  the  table  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  PHELPS  presented  certain  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  asking 
Congress  to  create  a  new  Territory  west  of  the 
State  of  Missouri. 

Also,  asking  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  improving 
the  navigation  of  the  Osage  river;  which  resolu- 
tions were  appropriately  referred  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  JOHN  A.  ROCKWELL,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Phineas  Capen,  administrator  of  John  Cox,  de- 
ceased. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Roberts; 
which  bills  were  read  a  first  and  second  time  and 
committed. 

Also,  an  adverse  report  on  the  case  of  John  R. 
Williams.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DANIEL  P.  KING,  from  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Mary  Brown,  widow  of  Jacob  Brown,  a 
revolutionary  pensioner.  Read  a  first  and  second 
time  and  committed. 
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BILLS  AND  JOINT  RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  notice  having  been  given, 
obtaitjed  leave  to  introduce  a  liill  relative  to  post- 
age on  newspapers.  Read  a  first  and  second  time 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HENLEY,  notice  having  been  given,  ob- 
tained leave  and  introduced  a  joint  resolution  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  certain 
post  routes  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved 
March  3,  1847.  Read  a  first  and  second  time  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  ANDREW  JOHNSON,  having  obtained 
leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Russell 
Goss.  Read  a  first  and  second  time  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Notices  of  motions  for  leave  to  introduce  bills 
were  given,  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  PEASLEE:  Of  a  bill  for  the  settlement 
of  tlie  claims  of  New  Hampshire  against  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  also  of  a  bill  to  change  the  place  of 
holding  courts  in  New  Hampshire. 

By  Mr.  N.  K.  HALL:  Of  a  bill  concerning  costs 
in  civil  suits  and  proceedings  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States. 

By  Mr.  E.  B.  HOLMES:  Of  a  bill  to  erect  for- 
tifications and  establish  a  military  depot  at  or  near 
the  mouth  of  Genesee  river,  on  Lake  Ontario,  in 
the  Slate  of  New  York. 

By  Mr.  CROZIER:  Of  a  bill  making  an  appro- 
priation of  the  public  lands  for  the  benefit  of  the 
deaf,  dumb,  and  blind. 

By  Mr.  RHETT:  Of  a  bill  authorizing  the  sev- 
eral States  in  the  Union  to  lay  tonnage  duties  on 
all  vessels  or  steamboats  entering  their  ports  or 
harbors,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  said  Slates. 

By  Mr.  GOGGIN:  Of  a  bill  making  further  ap- 
pi-opriations  of  land  to  satisfy  Virginia  military 
land  warrants  for  services  during  the  revolutionary 
war,  and  for  other  purposes  connected  with  such 
services. 

By  Mr.  DUER:  Of  a  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of 
chapters  33  and  63  of  the  act  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress  as  increase  the  franking  privileges  of 
members  of  Congress,  and  forbid  the  transmission 
of  newspapers  free  of  postage  to  a  distance  not  ex- 
ceeding- thirty  miles  from  the  office  of  publication. 

By  Mr.  TALLMADGE :  Of  a  bill  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  branch  of  the  mint  of  the  United 
States  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  rescue  and  protection  of  per- 
'  sons  and  property  which  may  be  shipwrecked  on 
the  Atlantic  coast. 

By  Mr.  THIBODEAUX:  Of  a  bill  relating  to 
the  collection  district  of  New  Orleans  and  for  other 
purposes. 

By  Mr.  LINCOLN:  Qf  abill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  raise  for  a  limited  time  an  ad- 
^       ditional  military  force  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  February  11,  1847. 

By  Mr.  JOHN  A.  ROCKWELL :  Of  a  bill  to 
make  appropriations  of  certain  proceeds  of  public 
lands  in  aid  of  education,  and  also  of  a  bill  to  re- 
vise the  consular  system  of  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  R.  SMITH  :  Of  a  bill  making  an  appro- 
priation for  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi 
river;  of  abill  making  provision  for  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  officers  and  soldiers  killed  in  the  present 
war  with  Mexico,  or  who  have  died  in  the  service; 
of  a  bill  to  provide  for  completing  the  Cumberland 
road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and 
Missouri;  and  also  of  a  bill  granting  lands  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  certain  railroads  in  the  State 
of  Illinois. 

By  Mr.  CATHCART  :  Of  a  bill  to  reduce  the 
minimum  price  of  the  lands  acquired  of  the  Miami 
Indians;  and  of  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  work  upon  the  harbor  at  Michigan  City, 
in  Indiana. 

By  Mr.  JOHN  W.  HOUSTON  :  Of  a  joint 
resolution  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Major 
General  Zachary  Taylor,  the  officers  and  men 
under  his  command,  for  gallant  conduct  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Buena  Vista;  which  were  read,  by  common 
consent,  for  the  information  of  the  House: 

RcsoIdciI  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rcprenentiitifrs  of  the 
United  States  of  Jlinerica  in  (Jon^ress  asneinlilrd,  'I'liat  Ww. 
tli;ink:<  of  Oori^'ri'sn  iire  i\w,  and  tli(!y  nw.  Iicri'liy  Iciidcrcil, 
to  Ma.JDr  GiMieral  Z.ichiiry  Taylor,  and  tlirnu;j;li  liiiii  to  the 
officiTM  and  soldiers  of  the  r(tgular  army  and  of  the  volun- 
teeru  under  his  coiiimand,  for  their  indomitable  valor,  skill, 


and  i!;nod  conduct,  conspicuously  displayed  on  the  22d  and 
23d  days  of  February  last,  in  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  in 
defeating  a  numerous  Mexican  army,  consistinir  of  four  times 
their  number,  and  composed  of  chosen  troops  under  their 
favorite  commander.  General  Santa  Anna,  and  thereby  ob- 
taining a  victory  over  the  enemy  which,  for  its  signal  and 
hrilliant  character,  is  unsurpassed  in  the  military  annals  of 
the  world. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  cause  to  be  struck  a  gold  medal,  with  devices 
emblematical  of  this  splendid  achievement,  and  presented 
to  Major  General  Taylor,  as  a  testimony  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  Congress  of  his  judicious  and  distinguished 
conduct  on  that  memorable  occasion. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  cause  tlie  foregoing  resolutions  to  be  communi- 
cated to  Major  General  Taylor  in  such  manner  as  he  may 
deem  best  calculated  to  effect  the  objects  thereof. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHN  a.  ADAMS, 
Resolved,  That  the  same  numberof  pages  be  employed  for 
the  use  of  this  House  that  were  employed  previous  to  the 
twenty-seventh  Congress — viz  :  twelve. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  the  President  has  authorized  the 
fitting  out  a  vessel  to  convey  officers  of  the  United  States 
army,  navy,  or  other  persons  to  the  Mediterranean,  for  the 
purpose  of  exploring  and  surveying  the  Dead  Sea;  and 
whether  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  give 
the  President  authority  so  to  do;  and,  further,  whether  the 
Constitution  gives  to  Congress  the  powerto  pass  laws  autho- 
rizing the  exploration,  surveying,  and  improving  the  harbors 
and  rivers  of  the  United  States' 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  inquired  why  this  res- 
olution was  directed  to  the  Judiciary  Committee? 

Mr.  GRINNELL  said  he  thought  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  was  the  proper  coinmittee 
to  inquire  into  the  subject. 

The  resolution  giving  rise  to  debate,  was  laid 
over,  under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TRUMAN  SMITH, 
Resolved,  That  a  select  committe  of  five  be  appointed, 
whose  duty  it  shall  he  to  inquire  into  and  ascertain  tlie  aver- 
age value  of  the  foreign  silver  coins  in  circulation  in  the 
United  States  which  usually  pass  for  one-eighth  and  one- 
sixteenth  of  a  dollar;  and  that  they  consider  what  measures 
should  be  adopted  to  substitute  for  such  coins  the  dimes  and 
half-dimes  of  the  United  States,  with  liberty  to  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise,  as  they  see  fit. 

Mr.  TRUMAk  SMITH  moved  the  following 
resolution  : 

Resolved,  That" the  memorials  and  petitions  from  citizens 
of  the  United  States  who  suffered  by  the  spoliations  of  the 
French  prior  to  the  30th  of  September,  1800,  now  on  the  files 
of  the  clerk  of  this  House,  be  taken  therefrom  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  WICK  said  it  was  his  desire  to  debate  this 
resolution. 

It  was  therefore  laid  over,  under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NICOLL, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  to  inquire  into  the  exi)ediency  of  abol- 
ishing the  present  postage  on  transient  newspapers,  and  of 
substituting  in  its  place  the  same  postage  as  is  now  charged 
on  newspapers  regularly  mailed  by  publishers  thereof. 

Mr.  MURPHY  asked  leave  to  introduce  the 
following  joint  resolutions: 

Resolved,  (the  Senate  concurring  herein,)  That  Congress 
regards  the  enlightened  policy  of  the  sovereign  Pontiff  of 
Rome,  in  extending  to  his  people  toleration  of  political  opin- 
ion, a  liberal  press,  and  constitutional  guarantees,  and  in  re- 
moving religious  disabilities,  as  demanding  its  adiniration, 
inasmuch  as  such  measures  are  founded  upon  principles 
cherished  by  the  people  of  the  United  States  as  the  true  basis 
of  popular  liberty,  and  because  they  area  voluntary  and 
peaceful  tribute  of  power  to  right,  unstained  by  blood,  un- 
bought  by  human  suffering,  and  equally  worthy  of  a  high  re- 
ligious functionary  and  a  wise  temporal  sovereign. 

Resolved,  (the  Senate  concurring  herein,-)  That,  in  view  of 
these  interesting  events,  a  country  to  which  the  people  of  the 
United  States  are  indebted  not  only  for  many  of  the  arts 
which  adorn  life,  but  for  many  of  the  political  institutions 
which  they  enjoy,  it  is  expedient  that  diplomatic  relations 
be  opened  hy  this  Government  with  the  Papal  States,  and 
that  Congress  concurs  with  the  President  in  his  late  message 
in  regard  thereto. 

Resolved,  (the  Senate  concurring  herein,)  That  the  Presi- 
dent be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to 
Pope  Pius  IX. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  rules  of  the 
House  required  a  member  to  give  at  least  one  day's 
notice  of  a  motion  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  or 
joint  resolution;  and  that  "it  was  not  in  order  at  this 
time  to  introduce  hills  or  joint  resolutions. 

Mr.  MURPHY  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  introduce  said  joint  resolutions. 
Disagreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNT, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  <^ommerrebe  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ofestabli^hing  a  system  of  com- 
mrcial  reciprocity  between  the  United  States  and  the 
province  of  Canada,  with  i>  view  to  the  admission  of  the  pro- 
(lucts  of  either  country  into  the  ports  of  the  other  on  a  toot- 
ing of  equality. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  CONGER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  a 
pension  to  Kutli  Hornbeck,  formerly  widow  of  Wm.  Scult, 
for  the  services  of  said  Scutt  as  a  soldierof  the  Revolution  ; 
and  that  said  committee  be  authorized  for  this  purpose  to 
withdraw  from  the  files  in  the  Pension  Office  all  the  papers 
of  said  Ruth  relating  to  said  application. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SLINGERLAND, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instmct- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  njaking  an  appropria- 
tion to  remove  the  obstruction  to  the  navigation  of  the  Hud- 
son river,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  LAWRENCE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  send  to 
this  House  tlie  papers  of  John  Manley,  on  file  in  his  oflice, 
in  aid  of  his  application  for  a  jiension;  and  that  such  pa- 
pers be  referred  to  the  Comniittee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GOTT, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  L.  B.  Caiilield,  for  injuries  recei\ed  while  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  a  captain  in  the  2;jd  regi- 
ment of  infantry,  in  the  war  with  Great  Britain  in  lai3;  and 
that  said  committee  be  authorized,  for  this  purpose,  to  with- 
draw from  the  files  in  the  Pension  Office  all  the  papers  of 
the  said.Canfield  relating  to  said  application. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McILVAINE, 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  the  PostOflice  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  i)Ost  office  laws,  as  to  provide  for  the  free 
transit  of  newspapers  through  the  mail  within  the  county 
in  which  they  are  published. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POLLOCK, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  he 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  for  the  allowance  of  reasonable  compensation  to  the 
clerks  of  the  District  Courts  of  the  States,  for  the  labor  per- 
formed by  them  in  making  out  the  returns  exhibiting  the 
operations  of  the  late  bankrupt  law  of  the  United  s^tates, 
called  for  by  a  circular  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  execu- 
tion of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
28th  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POLLOCK, 

Resilved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Pn^t 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  giving 
to  the  postmaster  at  Northumberland,  Pennsylvania,  a  fix(  d 
salary  in  lieu  of  the  compensation  at  present  received — the 
said  office  being  a  distributing  office,  and  the  per  centage 
under  the  existing  law  being  inadequate  to  the  labor  per- 
formed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  and  report  to  this  House  on  the  expe- 
diency of  abolishing  the  present  missions  by  ('harg^s  des 
Affaires  to  Sardinia  and  Naples,  and  substituting  therefor,  to- 
gether with  the  mission  lately  recommended  by  the  President 
to  the  Papal  States,  a  full  mission,  by  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary or  Ambassador,  to  Italy,  with  Secretaries  of  Legation 
to  reside  at  Rome,  Turin,  and  Naples. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ANDREW  STEWART, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  he  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  a  pension 
to  Andrew  Flanagan,  an  officer  in  the  army  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALEXANDER  EVANS, 
Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  cause  the  usual  number  of  cor- 
rect copies  of  the  Rules  and  Orders  of  this  House  as  amended, 
together  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Joint  Rules  and  Orders  of  the  two  Houses,  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  House,  and  that  he  shall  prepare  correct  in- 
dices thereto  to  he  printed  therewith. 

Mr.  McLANE  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  laid  over  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  furnish  this  House 
with  the  report  and  map  of  First  Lieut.  Emory,  of  the  Corp.? 
of  Topographical  Engineers,  of  the  route  of  the  army  under 
General  Kearny  from  the  Missouri  to  the  Pacific,  with  such 
parts  of  the  report  of  Lieut.  Colonel  Cook  as  are  necessary  to 
illustrate  his  deviation  from  the  route  of  General  Kearny;  and 
also  the  report  and  map  of  Lieutenant  Abert,  of  the  Corps  of 
Topographical  Engineers,  of  his  examination  of  the  province 
of  New  Mexico;  and  also  copies  of  any  further  reports  in 
relation  to  the  operations  of  the  army  in  Mexico  which  have 
been  received  at  the  same  department  nCler  the  date  of  the 
annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLANE, 

Resolved,  That  the  accompanying  copy  of  a  memorial, 
addressed  to  the  Postmaster  General  by  certain  merchants 
and  traders  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  with  instructionsi 
to  inq\iire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  existing 
laws  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails  as  will  .allow  the 
Postmaster  General  to  contract  for  extra  mail  service  as  the 
interest  of  the  commercial  community  may  require. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LIGON, 

Resolved,  That  the  papers  relating  respectively  to  tlio 
claims  of  Samuel  T.  Anderson,  Levi  Collins,  John  Knight, 
and  John  Knott,  now  on  file  in  this  House,  or  with  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions,  be  withdrawn  therefrom,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  (Claims. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  laid  over  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  he  re- 
quested to   comuHUiicato  to   this  House  any  instructioi.s 
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which  mav  have  beon  eivon  to  any  of  the  officers  of  the 
arniv  or  iiavv  ol  the  United  Stales,  or  oUier  persons,  in  re- 
gard to  the  return  of  President  General  Antonio  Lopez  de 
Santa  Anna,  or  any  other  .Mexican,  to  the  i{epul)lic  olMe.v- 
ico,  prior  or  sub-equent  to  tlie  order  of  the  President  or  Sec- 
rotary  of  War,  issued  in  January,  1846,  for  the  niarcli  of  tlie 
arniv  from  the  Nueces  river  across  the  "  sluj.eniloiis  deserts" 
u-hicit  intervene  to  the  l!io  Grande;  that  the  date  of  all  such 
instructions,  orders,  and  correspondence,  lie  set  forth,  to- 
gether with  the  instruelioiis  and  orders  issued  to  Mr.  Slidell 
at  any  time,  prior  or  sulisequent  to  liis  departure  for  Mexico 
as  .Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to  that  Re- 
public. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BEDINGER, 

Rcsotvcii,  That  the  Coniniiltee  on  Military  .\tiairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  e.vpediency  ol^nianufacturing  an 
additional  nunilier  of  arms  at  the  national  armories  of  Har- 
per's Ferry  and  ^priuglield. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOCOCK, 

Resolved,  That  the  Conimitiee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Eoads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provi- 
din:^  bj-  law  that  deputy  pisimasters,  instead  of  the  conipeii- 
fiation  now  allowed  them,  shall  receive  the  rate  of  commis- 
sion specified  in  the  act  passed  on  the  1st  day  of  March, 
18-17,  entitled  ".\n  net  to  amend  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  re- 
duce the  rates  of  postage,'  "  &.C.;  said  commissions,  however, 
to  he  computed  on  the  quarterly  receipts  of  tlieir  offices  in- 
stead of  on  the  annual  receipts,  as  in  said  act  provided. 

•2.  Resolved,  Tliat  the  said  committee  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  further  providing  that  the  Postmaster  General 
be  authorized,  in  his  ne\t  settlement  with  the  deputy  post- 
masters, to  carry  back  his  compensation  on  the  ba.-;is  of  the 
foregoing  resolution,  to  the  1st  day  of  March,  1847,  and  allow 
to  said  deputy  postmasters  any  balance  which  may  appear 
in  their  favor  on  such  computation. 

Mr.  BOCOCK  submilted  the  following  resolution, 
which  \v"a.s  read  and  laid  over  under  the  rule: 

Resolve'],  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  this  Hou  e  what  inconvenience,  if  any, 
would  result  from  carrying  back  his  settlement,  as  above  in- 
dicated, to  the  1st  day  of  Niavch,  1847  ;  what  amount  would 
thereby  be  taken  from  the  department ;  and  any  otlier  facts 
in  his  knowledge  tending  to  show  the  propriety  or  impropri- 
ety of  such  an  enactment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARRINGER, 

Reiolued,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Eoads  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  incrcasingthe  commis- 
sions and  emoluments  of  the  postmasters  of  the  small  class 
of  offices  in  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  ISAAC  E.  HOLMES  moved  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means: 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  moneys  deposited  with  the  several  States 
and  Territories,  as  a  loan  from  the  treasury  of  the  surplus 
revenue,  be  now  called  for  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  before  resort  be  had  to  another  loan. 

Mr.  T.  B.  KING  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Reiohed,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Speaker,  as  soon 
as  practicable  at^er  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  to  cause 
the  desks  to  be  removed  from  this  Hall,  the  seats  to  remain 
as  they  are  until  some  better  ariangeinent  can  be  made,  which 
is  confided  to  him ;  and  that  a  large  table  be  placed  in  front 
of  the  Clerk's  desk  for  the  use  of  the  members. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  moved  the  previous 
que.stion. 

Mr.  McLANE  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARNETT  DUNCAN, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afi'airs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  ex- 
tending the  benefit  of  the  provisions  of  the  9th  section  of  the 
act  of  the  llih  of  February,  1847,  entitled  "An  act  to  raise, 
for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  military  force,"  Sic,  to  such 
officers  as  may  have  been  commissioned  upon  proiiwlion 
/romi/tenm/ts  whilst  in  Mexico,  during  I  heir  term  of  service  ; 
and  also,  whether  sub:titules  who  mTVliave  taken  the  places 
of  their  principals,  ami  served  out  thiyr  terms,  should  not 
also  have  the  benefit  of  said  section  extended  to  them  ;  and 
that  said  committee  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CROZIER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  .Military  Affairs  he,  and 
it  is  hereby,  instructed  to  in(|uire  into  the  expediency  of 
paying  volunteers  for  horses  that  may  have  been  4ost  by  them 
during  the  Mi'xiean  war,  on  account  of  their  being  thrown 
overboard  during  storms  for  the  safety  of  vessels,  and  for 
such  as  may  have  died  for  want  of  reasonable  and  proper 
vessels  and  means  of  transportation,  and  for  sueh  other  cases 
ns  they  may  think  proper  and  right,  not  provided  lor  by  ex- 
iftinglaws;  and  that  said  committee  have  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  COCKE  moved  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  repent  to  this  House 
the  number  of  regulars  enlisted  and  volunteers  received 
into  the  service  of  the  United  Stall's  since  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities  belwt:en  the  United  States  and  Mexico; 
what  number  of  the  same  have  been  kllhul  in  battle,  or  dii;ii 
from  wounds  received  in  haltle ;  what  number  have  died 
from  disease,  and  what  number  have  beim  dLiclmrved  as 
unfit  for  service  in  consequfcnee  of  disability  produced  by 
di"casc.  That  he  also  report  the  strength  of  each  regiment 
when  mustered  into  service,  and  their  strength  nceoidini; 
to  the  latest  returns;  and  the  State  where  raised,  and  the 
omiMini  of  thif  regular  army  at  the  time  of  the  eomincnce- 
inenl  of  the  war. 

Mr.  STANTON  moved  the  following  resolu- 


tion;  which  was  read  and  laid  over,  under  the 

rule  : 
I      Resolvd,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communi- 
cate to  this  House  any  correspondence  which  may  liave  | 
recently  taken  place  with  the  British  Govermncnt  relative 
to  the  adoption  of  principles  of  reciprocity  in  the  trade  and  | 
shipping  of  the  two  countries;  provided  such  eommunica- 
tion  shall  not,  in  his  judgment,  conflict  with  the  public 
interest. 

Mr.  GENTRY  moved  the  following  resolution;  • 
which  was  read  and  laid  over,  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  House  the  instructions 
given  to  John  Slidell  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  and  Am- 
bassador Extraordinary  to  the  Government  of  Mexico. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GEO..  W.  JONES, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  reviving  and  extending  the  pro- 
visions of  certain  acts  granting  pensions  to  the  widows  of 
revolutionary  soldiers,  approved  July  7,  1838,  March  3, 
1843,  and  June  17, 1844,  the  last  of  which  will  expire  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1848. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CUMMINS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  pro- 
priety of  repealing  so  much  of  the  thirteenth  section  of  the 
act  of  the  3d  day  of  March,  1847,  entitled  "An  act  to  estab- 
lish certain  post  routes  and  for  other  purposes,"  as  prohib- 
its editors  and  publishers  of  newspapers  from  sending  their 
papers  to  subscribers  by  the  mail,  free  of  charge  or  postage, 
to  the  distance  of  thirty  miles  from  the  place  of  publication  ; 
and  that  said  connnittee  report  to  this  House  upon  the  sub- 
ject at  its  earliest  convenience. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
foinquireif  any  further  laws  ate  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  persons  and  passengers  on  board  of  vessels  and  boats 
navigated  by  steam  in  the  waters  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DICKINSON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Connnittee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropriatinga  sum 
of  money  out  of  the  treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
sufficient  to  pay  for  all  advances  made  for  the  subsistence 
and  transportation  of  volunteers,  before  they  were  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  Stales,  since  Ihe  3d  day  of 
March,  1847,  and  of  the  best  mode  to  settle,  adjust,  and  pay 
them  off. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  laid  over  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  this  House,  at  as  early  a  day  as 
practicable,  co|iies  of  all  orders  and  communications  sent 
by  him,  or  from  any  department  of  this  Government,  to  any 
officer  of  the  United  Stales,  or  other  person  claiming  to  act 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  within  or  for  the 
Territory  of  fiew  Mexico,  together  with  all  replies,  reports, 
or  communications  from  any  officer  or  officers,  civil  or  mil- 
itary, or  claiming  to  be  such  under  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  the  President,  or  to  any  department  of  this 
Government,  such  orders,  communications,  replies,  and 
reports,  having  relation  to  the  establishment  and  mainte- 
nance of  civil  or  territorial  jurisdiction  at  Santa  Fe,  or  in 
the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  on  either  side  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  since  the  23d  day  of  September,  184G ;  and  also, 
that  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  this  House  whether 
any  appointmenlof  officers  has  been  made,  or  any  elections 
held  for  a  delegate  to  Congress,  members  of  a  General  As- 
sembly or  Territorial  Legislature,  or  other  local  officers,  un- 
der the  organic  law  or  constitution  and  the  code  of  laws 
which  were  ordained  and  established  by  Brigadier  General 
S.  W.  Kearny  for  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  at  Santa 
F6,  on  the  said  22d  day  of  September,  1846;  and  also, 
whether  any  trials  have  taken  place,  and  any  or  other  pun- 
ishment been  inflicted  upon  persons  at  Taos  or  elsewhere, 
in  said  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  on  the  charge  or  for  the 
crime  of  treason,  or  for  any  other  civil  crime  or  misdemea- 
nor; whether  such  trials  and  executions  were  had  or  inflict- 
ed under  civil  or  military  law  ;  .and  how  the  court  or  courts 
W(!r('  constituted  which  entertained  juiisdiction  or  rendered 
judgment  in  any  such  case  ;  and  also,  that  the  President  in- 
form this  House  whether  the  appoiniment  of  a  Governor, 
Secretary  of  the  Territory,  Marshal,  United  States  District 
Attorney,  Treasurer,  and  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in 
New  Mexico,  made  by  General  Kearny,  on  the  a2d  day  of 
September,  1846,  and  claimed  by  him  in  the  order  of  said 
appointments  as  "  being  duly  authorized  by  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales  of  America,"  was  in  fact  authorized  by 
him,  or  has  been  since  approved, sanctioned,  or  recognized  ; 
and  whether  he  has  authorized,  recognized,  sanctioned,  or 
approved  any  subsequent  aiipojntinent  to  civil  office  in  said 
Territory  of  New  Mexico;  and  also,  that  the  President  in- 
form this  House  whether  compensation  or  salaries  for  official 
services  have  been  paid  or  allowed  to  such  officers  in  the 
Territory  of  New  Mexico  ;  and,  if  so,  out  of  what  fund  or 
appropriation  of  moiK^y,  and  by  what  authority  of  law. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARM  ANSON, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committc'e  on  Commerce  be,  and  is 
hereby,  instructed  to  in(|uire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing the  port  of  New  Orleans  to  the  upper  limits  of  the  city 
of  Lafayette. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LA  SERE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  augmenting  the  number 
of  inspectors  of  the  customs  for  the  port  of  New  Orleans. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WICK, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  AfTairs  be  in- 
structed to  impiire  into  the  expediency  and  necessity  of 
IcKislalimi  to  secure  htninty  lands  to  "volunteers  mustered 
into  lilt;  service  during  the  present  war  with  Mexico,  as 


non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  or  privates,  notwith- 
standing their  subsequent  promotion  to  company  or  regi- 
ment officers. 

Mr.  PETTIT  moved  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That,  if  in  the  judgment  of  Congress,  it  be  neces- 
sary to  improve  the  navigation  of  a  river  to  expedite  and 
render  secure  the  movements  of  our  army,  and  save  from 
delay  and  loss  our  arms  and  munitions  of  war,  then  Con- 
gress has  the  power  to  imjirove  such  river. 

Resolved,  That  if  it  be  necessary  tor  the  preservation  of 
the  lives  of  our  seamen,  repairs,  safely,  or  maintenance  of 
our  vessels  of  war,  to  improve  a  harbor  or  inlet,  either  on 
our  .\llaiiticor  Lake  coast, Congress  has  the  power  lo  make 
such  improvement. 

Mr.  PETTIT  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ShMS  moved  to  Iayj,he  resolutions  on  the 
table;  on  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  called  for  a  division  of 
the  question,  so  as  to  take  separate  votes  on  lay- 
ing each  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PETTIT  said,  as  both  resolutions  were 
alike,  it  was  not  in  order  to  separate  them. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  resolutions 
were  distinct  and  separate  propositions,  and  that, 
under  the  express  rule  of  the  House,  any  member 
might  call  for  a  division  of  them.  He  thought  it 
was  not  too  late  for  such  a  call,  and  that,  the  reso- 
lutions being  divided,  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  wotild  apply  to  them  separately. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  inquired  if  he  understood  the 
Speaker  to  say  that  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
was  divisible? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  to  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont:  That  the  question  of  order  is  not  whetRer 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  is  divisible,  but 
whether  the  original  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  is  divisible.  If  the  original  resolu- 
tions are  susceptible  of  division,  as  the  Chair  can- 
not doubt,  and  if  a  division  of  them  is  demanded 
under  the  express  rule  of  the  House,  then  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table,  and  all  other  motions  in 
regard  to  thein,  would  seem  to  apply  separately  to 
the  resolutions  as  thus  divided. 

Mr.  SIMS  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

The  vote  having  been  taken  in  theafiirrnative  on 
the  appeal — 

Mr.  BOYD  rose  and  said,  this  was  a  question  of 
some  importance;  he  therefore  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Boyd  and 
Pollock  were  appointed. 

Mr.  HUDSON  rose  and  said  the  question  was 
not  understood  where  he  sat. 

The  SPEAKER  ae;ain  explained  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  [Mr.  Pettit]  offered  two  reso- 
lutions, which  were  divisible,  if  division  were 
called  for.  The  gentleinan  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Sims]  moved  to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the 
table.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  C. 
J.  Ingersoll]  called  for  a  division  of  the  question, 
and  the  Chair,  under  what  he  conceived  to  be  a  fair 
construction  of  the  rule,  thought  the  question  was 
still  susceptible  of  a  division ,  so  that  the  vote  would 
first  be  taken  on  laying  the  first  resolution  on  the 
tabic,  and  afterwards  on  the  second.  The  question, 
therefore,  was.  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand 
as  the  judgment  of  the  House  .'' 

The  question  was  put,  and  decided  by  tellers: 
Ayes  63,  noes  87.  So  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
was  not  sustained. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  C.  J.  In- 
gersoll] to  have  the  question  divided  was  not  in 
order  under  the  decision  of  the  House,  and  that  the 
question  now  was  on  laying  both  these  resolutions 
on  the  table;  on  which  llie  yeas  and  nays  had  been 
ordered . 

The  question  on  laying  the  resolutions  on  the 
table  was  then  put,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayly,  Beale,  Bcdinger,  Black,  Bocock, 
Bowdon,  Boyd.  Brorihead,  William  G.  Brown,  Charles 
Brown,  Run',  Chase,  Clapp,  Franklin  Clark,  Howell  Cobb, 
VVilliamsmi  R.  VV.  Cobb,  Collins.  Eckert,  Fealhcrsion, 
Ficklin,  Flouriioy,Goggin,  Green,  Hammons,  Harmanson, 
Hill,  George  S.  Houston,  fnge,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jack- 
son, James  H.  JoUiwon,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  George  \V. 
Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennon,  La  S6re,  Ligon,  Lord,  Lumpkin, 
Maclay,  INlcClernand,  McDowell,  McKay,  McLane,  Mann, 
Meade'.  Miller,  Morse,  Murphy,  NicnII,  Peaslee,  Pillsbury, 
llhell,  liobinson.  Simpson,  Sims,  Smart,  Thomas,  Jacob 
Tlioinpson,  'J'hurslon,  Turner,  Venable,  Williams,  Wiley, 
and  Woodward — 70. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abbott,  John  (iuincy  Adams,  Green 
Adifiiis,  Ashmun,  Barringer,  Barrow,  Belcher,  Binghiim, 
Itirdsall,  BInnchard,  Botts,  Brndy,  Butler,  Cnnby,  Cathcart, 
Chapman,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Clingman,  Collamcr,  Conger, 
Cranston,  ("rowell,  Crozier,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Dixon, 
Uoiinell,  Duer,  Daniel  Duncan,  Gavnelt  Duncan,  Diinn,  EJ- 
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wards,  Embree,  Alexander  Evanfs,  Nathan  Evans,  Farrelly, 
Fisher,  Freedley,  Fries,  French,  Fulton,  Gayle, Gentry,  Gid- 
din!»s,  Gott,  Gregory,  Grinnell,  Hah;,  VVillard  F.  Hall,  Nathan 
K.l^lall,  James  G.  Hampton,  Moses  Hampton,  Henley, 
Hilliard,Elia5B.  Holmes,  John  W.  liouston,  Hubbard,  Hud- 
son, Hunt,  Joseph  R.  fniiersoll,  Irvin,  Jamieson,  Jenkins, 
Andrew  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Kellog",  Thomas  B.Kins, 
Daniel  P.  King,  William  T.  Lawrence,  Hidney  Lawrence, 
Lincoln,  McClelland, Mcllvaine,  Marsh, Marvin,  Morehead, 
Morris,  Muilin,  Nelson,  Nes,  Newall,  Outlaw,  Palfrey,  Peck, 
I'etrie,  Pettit,  Phelps,  Pollock,  Preston,  Putnam,  Reynolds, 
Kichey,  Rockhill,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Julius  Rockwell,  Ro- 
man, Root,  Rumsey,  St.  John,  t-awyer,  Schenck,  Shepperd, 
Slin^'crland,  Robert  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stanton,  Stark- 
weather, Stephens,  Andrew  Stewart,  Charles  E.  Stuart, 
Strohm,  Sylvester,  Taylor,  Tompkins,  James  Thompson, 
Richard  W.  Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  William 
Thompson,  Toombs,  Tuck,  Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  Warren, 
Wentworth,  White,  and  Wilmot— 124. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  here  made  and  dis- 
agreed to. 

Tlie  question  was  then  put,  "  Is  there  a  second 
to  the  previous  question.'"  and  the  Flouse  refu- 
sing to  second  the  previous  question — 

Mr.  HOWELL  COBB  stated  his  intention  to 
debate  the  resolutions,  and  they  were  laid  over  un- 
der the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON, 
/^Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  paying  to  the 
heirs  and  devisees  of  Col.  Francis  Vigo,  late  of  Indiana,  de- 
ceased, the  sum  of  money,  with  interest,  advanced  by  him 
to  Gerieral  Roger  Clark,  while  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  Illinois  campaign;  and  that  the  papers  on  the  files  of  this 
House  in  relation  thereto  be  referred  to  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
monthly  and  clothing  pay  of  all  non-commissioned  officers 
and  privates  in  the  army  of  the  United  States,  whether  be- 
longing to  the  regular  or  volunteer  service,  and  of  making 
such  additional  allowance  as  may  be  just  and  reasonable  to 
all  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  aforesaid  as  have  served  out 
the  full  time  of  their  enlistment,  or  may  have  been  honor- 
ably discharged  from  the  service  during  the  present  war  with 
Mexico;  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read  and  laid  over  under 
the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  b*;  requested  to  com- 
municate to  this  House  all  the  information  in  his  depart- 
ment touching  and  relating  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade,  since  tlie  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  Washington  in 
the  year  1842. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  offered  the  following  res- 
olutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  existing  war  with  Mexico  was  just  and 
necessary  on  our  part,  and  has  been  prosecuted  with  the 
sole  purpose  of  vindicating  our  national  rights  and  honor, 
and  of  securing  an  honorable  peace. 

Resoli)ed,  That  the  rejection  of  our  repeated  overtures  of 
peace  leaves  this  Government  no  alternative  but  the  most 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  in  such  maimer,  consistent 
with  the  law  of  nations,  as  will  make  the  enemy  feel  all  its 
calamities  and  burdens,  and  until  Mexico  shall  agree  to  a 
just  and  honorable  peace,  providing  satisfactory  indemnity 
injnoney  or  territory  for  past  injuries,  including  the  expenses 
of  the  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  amount  of  indemnity  must  necessarily 
depend  upon  the  obstinacy  of  the  enemy  and  tlie  duration  of 
the  war. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  that  the  resolutions  lie  on 
the  table. 

A  motion  was  here  made  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays:  Yeas  .58,  nays  132. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  on 
which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.    ' 

A  motion  was  here  again  made  that  the  House 
adjourn,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the 
negative:  Yeas  96,  nays  98.  So  the  House  again 
refused  to  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  called  on  ordering 
a  call  of  the  House;  and  there  were — yeas  107, 
nays  84.  So  the  House  decided  there  should  be 
a  call. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  December  21,  1847. 

Mr.  DIX,  presented  the  memorial  of  David 
Whelpeley,  praying  compensation  for  his  services 
in  the  expedition  under  General  Pike  to  the  sour- 
ces of  the  Mississippi  in  1805  and  1806;  i^ichwas 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  D.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Amos 
Holton,  formerly  a  quartermaster  in  the  army, 
praying  that  the  accounting  officers  may  be  direct- 
ed to  audit  and  settle  his  accounts;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 


Mr.  WESTCOTT  presented  the  memorial  of 
Charles  L.  Dell,  praying  compensation  for  military 
services  performed  by  him  in  the  Seminole  war; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflfltirs. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Francis 
Martin;  an  officer  of  the  Revenue  service,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  services  rendered  by  him  in 
the  capacity  of  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  in  the 
Seminole  war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  two  memorials  of  citi- 
zens of  the  State  of  Illinois,  praying  that  the  right 
of  pi-eemption  may  be  allowed  to  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral Railroad  Coinpany  to  the  lands  over  which 
it  is  proposed  to  construct  their  road;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  presented  the 
memorial  of  Lavinia  Taylor,  widow  of  a  deceased 
soldier,  praying  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to 
the  ComiTiittee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  the  petition  of  Charles 
Bradbury,  praying  indemnity  for  French  spolia- 
tions, prior  to  1800;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  DAYTON  presented  the  memorial  of  Ann 
J.  Hassler,  widow  of  Charles  A.  Hassler,  de- 
ceased, late  a  surgeon  in  the  navy,  praying  to  be 
allowed  a  pension ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
N.  Welch,  administrator  of  Churchill  Gibbs,  de- 
ceased, an  officer  in  the  revolutionary  army, 
praying  to  be  allowed  commutation  pay;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DIX,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Aaron  Leggelt,  on  the  files 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Alexander  Watson,  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Flor- 
ida, on  the  flies  of  the  Senate,  relating  to  indemnification 
for  losses  by  Indian  depredations  in  the  Seminole  war,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  CU-dms. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Md.,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  Devlin,  on  the  files  of 
the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Md.,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  McColgan,on  the  files 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CORWIN,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  the  heirs  of  William  A. 
Slacum,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUTLER,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Milledge  Galphin,  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FAIRFIELD,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  William  T.  Sayvi'ard,  and 

others,  owners  of  the  brig  Canton,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate, 

jbe  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Md.,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  James  Foster,  and  the  heirs  of  John  H. 

Stone,  deceased,  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petitions  and 

papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  heirs  of  John  and  Henry  Banks  have 

leave  to  withdraw  their  memorial  and  papers. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  Mr.  BREESE,  and  Mr. 
BRIGHT,  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow,  or  at 
some  early  day,  they  would  ask  leave  to  introduce 
certain  bills  which  they  named. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MANGUM,  it  was. 
Ordered,  That  the  Vice  President  be  authorized  and  re- 
quested to  appoint  a  superintendent  of  the  Senate's  ante- 
chaiTiber. 

Mr.  DAYTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  any  legislation  be  necessary  to 
carry  into  eflect  the  treaty  between  this  country  and  France, 
of  the  9th  November,  1843,  for  the  surrender  of  criminals 
who  are  fugitives  from  justice,  and  the  lOth  article  of  the 
treaty  with  Great  Britain,  of  August  9,  1843,  upon  the  same 
subject;  and  that  said  committee  report  a  bill  to  carry  the 
provisions  of  said  treaties  into  efiect,  if  the  same  shall  ap- 
pear to  be  necessary. 

Mr.  BREESE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

Resolved,  'I'hat  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  in- 
form the  Senate  if  Fort  Armstrong,  on  Rock  Island,  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  is  now  occupied  by  a  military  regiment; 
and,  if  not,  how  long  the  bamu  lius  been  abandoned,  in 


whose  charge  the  same  is,  and  on  what  terms ;  and  also, 
that  he  conimnnicate  his  opinion  if  the  interests  of  the  Gov- 
ernment require  that  said  site  should  be  reserved  from  sale, 
for  military  purposes. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the 
provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  exer- 
cise of  the  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  February  22,  1847,  to  all  cases  which  have  arisen 
before  the  Territorial  conns  of  Iowa,  or  which  may  here- 
after arise  in  the  State  of  Iowa. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  MANGUM  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  direct  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  to  purchase  the  patent-right  of 
the  conical  ventilator;  which  was'  read  the  first 
and  second  times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  DIX  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  bring  in  a  billl  to  repeal  the  act  of 
2d  March,  1837,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  pi- 
lots ;"  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  times, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  DIX  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  concerning  testimo- 
ny; which  was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  ASHLEY  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  divide  the  dis- 
trict of  Arkansas  into  two  judicial  districts;  which 
was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  FOOTE  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Susan  E.  Gordon;  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES.      ' 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  payment 
of  a  sum  of  money  to  Robert  Purkis;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

This  bill  having  had  a  second  reading,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  its  consideration  as  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  when,  on  motion  by  Mr.  GREENE, 
it  was 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CASS,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Mac- 
Rea,  widow  of  Lieut.  Col.  William  MacRea,  late 
of  the  United  States  Army,  deceased;  which  was 
read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  admin- 
istratix  of  Elisha  L.  Keen;  which  was  read  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Oi-dered,  That  the  report  accompanying  the  bill 
be  printed. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD,  froiii  the  Cominittee  on  Naval 
Affiiirs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Wilson,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  accompanying  the  bill 
be  printed. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  R. 
Johnson;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  accompanying  the  bill 
be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MASON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tion of  Caleb  Green;  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  December  21,  1847. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  rose  and  inquired 
if  his  name  was  recorded  on  the  Journal  as  he 
found  it  in  the  Union  on  a  vote  which  was  taken 
yesterday.  After  the  resolutions  on  the  subject  of 
the  Mexican  war  were  introduced  yesterday  by  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson]  there 
were  two  motions  made  to  adjourn.     He  was  re 
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corded  in  tlie  Union  as  having  voted  on  one  of 
those  motions  in  the  affirmative.  He  had  voted  on 
each  in  the  negative. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  gery^Ieman  was 
recorded  on  the  Journal  as  having  voted  in  the 
negative  on  both  motions. 

The  Journal  was  then  approved. 

The  SPE.\KER  announced  the  first  order  to  be 
the  callins;  of  tiie  Stales  for  petitions. 

Mr.  PETTIT  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  and 
wished  to  know  if  the  business  first  in  order  this 
morning  was  not  that  pending  at  the  adjournment 
last  evening,  viz:  the  call  of  the  States  for  resolu- 
tions. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  —  rule  of  the 
House  prescribed  that  during  the  first  thirty  days 
of  the  session  tlie  call  of  the  States  for  petitions 
was  first  in  order. 

Mr.  PETTIT.  We  adjourned  yesterday  upon 
a  call  of  the  House;  and  will  not  the  business  in 
which  we  were  then  engaged  be  the  first  in  oreler 
this  morning  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  had  been  uni- 
formly decided  that  an  adjournment  suspends  all 
proceedings  in  a  call  of  the  House.  And  the  Chair 
would  state,  as  he  had  slated  yesterday,  that  the 
first  business  under  the  rule  was  the  call  upon  all 
the  States  for  petitions,  then  the  call  of  all  the 
committees  for  reporls,  and  then  the  call  of  all  the 
States  for  resolutions. 

The  CHAIR  ihen  commenced  the  call  of  the 
States  for  petitions,  commencing  with  the  Territo- 
ry of  Wisconsin,  and  going  backwards. 

Petitions  were  presented — 

From  Florida:  By  Mr.  CABELL. 

From  Missouri:  By  Messrs.  JAMIESON  and 
HALL.    , 

From  Texas:  By  Mr.  KAUFMAN. 

From  Tennessee:    By  Mr.  J.  H.  THOMAS. 

From  Ohio:  By  Messrs.  SAWYER,  FARAN, 
and  GIDDINGS. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  presented  the  memorial  of 
certain  citizens  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  repre- 
senting— 

"  Tlint  tlie  slave  trade  is  now  carried  on  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  to  a  larije  extent.  Your  petitioners,  therefore, 
respectfully  ask  that  all  laws  autlioriziiisorsanctioningsuch 
trade  witliin  .said  District  may  lie  repealed. 

"  William  Flaherty,        Columbus  McLeod, 
"  William  IJlanchard, 
"  Gi.'orgf.'  Savage, 
,  "J.  C.  Creer, 

"li.  Milburu, 
"  C.  S.  Fowler, 
"  T.  M.  Milburu, 
"  Charles  C.  Moore, 
•' Joseph  Scliollifld, 

Mr.  G.  moved  to  refer  this  memorial  to  the  Com- 
tnilteeon  the  Judiciary,  with  instructions  to  inquire 
intolheconstilutionality  of  all  laws  by  which  slaves 
are  held  as  property  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  said  he  rose  to  a  point 
of  order.  He  said  his  point  of  order  was,  that  it 
wa.s  a  mere  abstract  pro|iosition  which  was  pro- 
posed to  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
and  that  no  action  could  result  from  the  reference 
of  the  petition. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  inquired  if  a  motion  to  lay 
the  petition  on  the  table  had  been  made. 

After  some  conversation,  the  question  was  put 
on  laying  the  petition  on  the  table,  and  the  vote 
Btood:  Yeas  97,  nays  97,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barringcr,  Barrow,  Bayly,  Beale,  Bed- 
in^er,  Birdsall,  Black,  liocock,  Bolts,  "Bowdon,  Boyd, 
lioydon,  Brodliead,  William  G.  Brown,  Charles  Brown, 
Buikner,  Burt,  (.'abcll.  Chapman,  Chase,  Clapp,  Franklin 
Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W. 
C^bb,  Cocke,  ColliiiH,  Crozier,  Daniel,  Dickinson,  Donnell, 
Alexander  Evans,  Feathersioii,  Fickliii,  Flomnoy,  French, 
Fulton,  Giyle,  Gentry,  Goggin,  Green,  Willard  1*.  Hall, 
llaiiiinons,  Harinanson,  Marri.s,  Hill,  I.  E.  Holmes,  George 
H.  Houston,  Inge,  Jamieson,  Andrew  Johnson,  James  H. 
Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  John  W. 
Jones,  Kaufman,  Keniion,  T  B.  King,  La  .S6re,  [Ligon,] 
Lumpkin,  Mcl'leriiaiid,  iVIcHowell,  McKay,  McLane, 
Meade,  Miller,  .Moise,  Vurpliy,  Nes,  Outlaw,  Petlit.  I'eytoji, 
I'helps,  I'illsbiiry,  Preston,  Rhttl,  Richardson,  Rieliey,  Rob- 
inson, itonian.  Sawyer,  Shepperd,  Simjison,  Sims,  Robert 
Hmltli,  Stanton,  Sleplieiis,Tliibodeaiix,'l'lioinar.,'rompkins, 
Jacob  Thompson,  'foombs,  Vcnable, Wick, Williams,  Wiley, 
and  Woodward— 97. 

NAY'S— Messrs.  Abbott,  John  Quincy  Adams,  Green  Ad- 
ams, Belcher,  Bluncliard,  Brady,  Butler,  Caiiby,  Cliiigman, 
Collaincr,  Conger,  CratiHton,  Crowell,  Cummins,  Dickey, 
Dixon,  Duer,  Daniel  Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckeit,  Edwards,  ICm- 
brec,  Nathan  Evans, Fnrnn,  Farr.dly,  Fi-hcr,  Freedley,  Fries, 

Gid, lings,  Gott,  (;ret'ory,  (;ri ll.   Hale,  Nathan   K.  Hall, 

James  G.  Hampton,  Moses  Ilampt'in,  Henley,  F.lias  B. 
Iloliiiej<,john  V\'.  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  t'harlr^s 
J.  lnKer-«ill.  Joseiih  R.  Inger.-oll,  Irvln,  Jenkins,  Kellogg, 
Daniel  I*.  King,  William  T.  Lawrenor:,  Sidney  l.awreiiii^, 
Lincoln,  Lord,  .McClelland,  McHvaine,  Mann,  Marsli,  Mar- 


Win.  Greer, 
John  T.  Whitaker, 
James  Handley, 
Martin  Buell, 
J.  F.  Callan, 
H.  'J'aylor, 
Tlioiiias  1'   Vial, 
Thomas  Fitnain." 


vin,  Morris,  Mulliii,  Nelson,  Newell,  Nicoll,  Palfrey,  Peas- 
lee,  Peck,  Pollock,  Putnam,  R^'viiolds.  Rocklull,  Julius 
Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Root,  Ruiii.~ey,  St.  John,  1 
Scheiick,Sherrill,Slingerlaiid,Smart,Trumaii  Smith, Stark- 
weather, Andrew  Stewart,  Charles  Jl.  Stuart,  Strohin, 
Strong,  Sylvester,  Tiillniailge,  'J'axlor,  James  Thompson, 
Rich.ird  W.  'i'liompsoi;,  Wiiliani  'i'iiompson,  Thurston, 
'luck.  Turner,  Van  Dyke,  AVarren,  Weniwortli,  and  Wliiie 
—97. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  Chair  had  uniformly 
voted  on  the  iloor  to  give  a  respectful  consideration 
to  all  petitions  when  presented  in  proper  terms; 
he,  therefore,  now  voted  in  the  negative. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  therefore 
rejected. 

Mr.  JOHN  G.  CHAPMAN  said,  as  the  memo- 
rial had  reference  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  he 
therefore  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  HOWELL  COBB  stating  his  desire  to  de- 
bate the  memorial,  it  was  laid  over  under  the  rule. 

The  call  of  the  Slates  for  petitions  was  then  con- 
tinued, and  petitions  were  further  presented — 

From  Ohio:    By  Mr.  R.  DICKINSON. 

From  Louisiana:    By  Mr.  HARMANSON. 

From  Alabama:    By  Mr.  GAYLE. 

Mr.  BOTTS  asked  the  consent  of  the  House  to 
oft'er  a  resolution;  but — 

Mr.  PHELPS  objecting,  the  resolution  was  not 
received. 

The  call  of  the  Slates  for  petitions  was  then  con- 
tinued, and  they  were  presented — 

From  Georgia:    By  Mr.  T.  B.  KING. 

From  Virginia:    By  Mr.  FLOURNOY. 

From  Maryland:    By  Mr.  ROMAN. 

From  New  Y'ork:  By  Messrs.  LORD,  KEL- 
LOGG, S.  LAWRENCE,  TALLMADGE,  N. 
K.  HALL,  and  E.  B.  HOLMES. 

From  Connecticut:  By  Mr.  JOHN  A.  ROCK- 
WELL. 

From  Massachusetts:  By  Messrs.  PALFREY 
and  JOHN  a.  ADAMS. 

From  New  Hampshire:  By  Messrs.  J.  H. 
JOHNSON  and  TUCK. 

From  Maine:    By  Mr.  BELCHER. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  THIBODEAUX,  notice  leaving  been  given, 
obtained  leave  and  introduced  a  bill  relating  to  the 
collection  district  of  New  Orleans.  Read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred. 

Mr.  ROBERT  SMITH,  notice  having  been 
given,  obtained  leave  and  introduced  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  completion  of  the  Cumberland  road  in 
the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Missouri. 
Read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Road%»ind  Canals. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Notices  of  motions  for  leave  to  introduce  bills 
were  given  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  R.  W.  JOHNSON:  Of  a  bill  to  settle 
the  boundaries  of  the  land  districts  which  border 
upon  the  boundary  line  between  Arkansas  and 
Missouri. 

By  Mr.  WENT  WORTH:  Of  a  bill  to  grant  th^ 
right  of  way  and  of  preiimption  to  all  railroads 
which  may  be  constructed  over  the  public  lands. 

Also,  of  a  bill  for  an  additional  district  of  the 
United  States  courts  in  the  Slate  of  Illinois. 

Also,  a  bill  to  establish  a  marine  hospital  at 
Chicago. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  improvement  of  certain  har- 
bors and  rivers. 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN:  Of  a  bill  granting  lands  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Central  Railroad,  the 
Terre  Haute  and  St.  Louis  Railroad,  and  the 
Northern  Cross  Railroad,  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Also,  of  a  bill  relative  to  the  Cumberland  Road, 
in  Illinois. 

By  Mr.  ROBERT  SMITH:  Of  a  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  to  grant  pre- 
emption rights." 

Also,  of  a  bill  to  establish  a  mail  route  from  Bel- 
vidcrc,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  Shuilsburg,  in 
Wisconsin  Territory. 

Also,  of  a  bill  for  a  mail  route  from  Elizabeth, 
in  the  Stale  of  Illinois,  to  Freeport  and  Rock  Run, 
in  the  same  State. 

Also,  of  a  bill  for  a  mail  route  from  Freeport,  in 
the  State  of  Illinois,  to  Monroe  and  Madison,  in 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin. 

By  Mr.  McCLERNAND:  Of  a  bill  to  establish 
n  national  armory  at  Fort  Massac,  in  the  Slate  of 
Ilhiiois. 


By  Mr.  FARAN:  Of  a  bill  to  amend  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
district  courts  to  certain  places  upon  the  lakes  and 
navigable  walei«  connecting  the  same,''  approved 
the  26th  February,  1845. 

By  Mr.  LA  SERE:  Of  a  bill   for  the  relief  of 
William  De  Buys,    lale  postmaster  at  New  Or- 
|l  leans. 

\\  By  Mr.  BOWDON:  Of  an  act  to  increase  the 
:  sale  and  promote  the  settlement  of  the  public  lands 
ll  in  the  State  of  Alabaina. 

ij  By  Mr.  W.  R.jW.  COBB:  Of  a  bill  to  reduce 
1 1  and  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands  to  set- 
!  tiers  and  cultivators. 

]       Also,  of  a  bill  to  authorize  soldiers   to  locate 
I  their  land  warrants  in  forty-acre  tracts. 
jl      By  Mr.  MURPHY:  Of  a  bill  to  establish  the 
ij  city  of  Brooklyn  as  a  port  of  entry. 
ij      By  Mr.  HAMMONS  :  Of  a  bill  to  extend  the 
i  provisions  of  the  act  of  June  7,  1832,  entitled  "An 
i;  act  supplementary  to  the  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
i  tain  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
j  lion,"  to  every  officer  and  soldier  who   served   as 
[  specified  in  said  act  for  the  peiiod  pf  three  months. 
:|      Mr.  ADAMS  asked  the  consent  of  the  House 
i  to  introduce  the  following  resolution;  which  was 
i^  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House: 
I      Resolved,  'J'hat  the  Secretary  of  St.nte  report  to  this  House 
!  the  staK-  of  the  claims  of  Aaron  Legget  on  the  Government 
of  Mexico,  decided  under  the  convention  of  the  11th  April, 
1839,  and  such  action  as  may  have  been  had,  and  the  papers 
relating  thereto  in  the  Department  of  State,  since  the  report 
upon  tiiem  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs  in  August, 
1842,  referring  them  for  further  consideration  to  the  Execu- 
tive branch  of  the  Government. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  an  appropria- 
tion to  supply  in  part  a  deficiency  in  the  appro- 
priations for  subsistence  in  kind  of  the  army  and 
volunteers  during  the  year  ending  the  3Ulh  of  June, 
1848.  Read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

In  making  this  report  Mr.  VINTON  said  he 
would  stale  that  it  was  important  that  the  bill  be 
acted  on  immediately.  He  proposed  after  the  bill 
was  referred,  to  move  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the 
Union  for  the  purpose  of  considering  this  bill.  He 
held  in  his  hand  a  communication  from  the  War 
Department,  which  he  would  send  to  the  Clerk's 
table,  and  asked  that  it  might  be  referred  with  the 
bill. 

The  SPEAKER  stated,  that  under  the  strict  ap- 
plication of  the  rule  it  was  not  in  order  to  act  upon 
any  bill  which  involves  appropriations  the  same 
day  in  which  it  was  introduced.  It  could  only  be 
done  by  general  consent. 

[A  voice:  "Suspend  the  rules.''] 
The  SPEAKER  slated  further  that  no  motion 
could  be  made  to   suspend   the  rules,  except   on 
Monday,  unless  it  were  during  the  last  ten  days  of 
the  session. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Is  there  not  an  exception 
in  the  rule  in  favor  of  the  appropriation  bills.' 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  an  exception  in  favor 
of  appropriation  bills  which  enables  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  to  take 
up  appropriation  bills  out  of  the  order  of  their  ref- 
erence to  the  committee;  which  order  is  required 
by  the  rule  to  be  observed  with  reference  to  other 
bills.  But  there  is  no  rule  which  admits  of  a  sus- 
pension for  a  purpose  like  this. 

Mr.  VINTON  asked  that  the  communication 
from  the  War  Department  be  read;  and  after  the 
Flouse  had  heard  it  he  would  ask  the  general  con- 
sent to  go  into  committee  to  consider  the  bill. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.  If  the  gentleman 
will  allow  the  other  committees  to  report,  which 
will  take  half  an  hour,  probably  there  will  be  no 
objection. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  the  communi- 
cation was  referred. 

Mr.  JOHN  A.  ROCKWELL,  from  the  Com- 
milteeof  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the  Senate 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Paul  Jones,  reported  the 
bill  bacl^i  the  House  with  an  amendment,  accom- 
panied by  a  report. 

The  bill  and  report  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House,  and  the  report  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  to  whioh  was  referred  the  memo- 
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rial  of  the  Kennet  Monthly  Meeting  of  the  Society 
of  Friends  of  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing for  thejibolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  reported  that  the  committee  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorial,  and  that  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  relerred  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  acteiititled 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  exercise  of  the  appellate 
jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  in  certain  cases  and  for  other  purposes,"  re- 
ported the  same  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  I.  said  the  bill  would  involve  no  discussion, 
and  asked  that  the  House  would  act  on  it  imme- 
diately. 

On  some  remark  from  the  Speaker,  not  heard 
by  the  reporter,  Mr.  I.  did  not  press  his  desire 
for  immediate  action. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  directing  the 
mode  of  settling  the  claims  of  Charles  G.  Ridgely. 
Read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  committed,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  VINTON  rose  and  said  that,  instead  of 
moving  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  to-day  on  the  bill  which  he  had 
a  few  minutes  ago  reported,  he  would  move  that 
the  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  the  ac- 
companying letter  of  the  Commissary  General  of 
Subsistence,  be  printed,  (they  would  probably  be 
printed  and  laid  on  their  tables  to-morrow  morn- 
ing,) with  a  view  to  move  to  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Wliole  to-morrow.- 

The  question  being  taken,  the  printing  was  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  T.  B.  KING  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  GEORGE  S.  HOUSTON  called  for  the 
orders  of  the  day. 

THE  MEXICAN  WAR. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  that  at  the  ad- 
journment of  the  House  yesterday  the  pending 
question  was  the  motion  of  Mr.  Botts  to  lay  the 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Richardson  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BOTTS  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table,  in  order,  he  said,  that  the 
House  might  take  a  direct  vote  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  it 
was  in  order  to  have  an  amendment  read,  vi^hich 
he  should  offer  in  case  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question  was  not  seconded  .' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  he  believed  it  had 
been  the  practice  of  the  House  to  allow  proposi- 
tions which  it  was  intended  to  offer  to  be  read, 
although  it  was  not  strictly  in  order.  It  had  been 
allowed  by  the  courtesy  of  the  House. 

The  House  acquiescing  in  this  suggestion,  and 
no  objection  being  made  to  the  reading — 

Mr.  STEPHENS  sent  up  to  the  Clerk's  table 
the  proposition  which  he  repeated  he  intended  to 
offer  as  an  amendment,  in  case  the  previous  ques- 
tion were  not  sustained. 

It  was  read,  as  follows: 

Whereas  it  is  no  less  desirable  that  the  interests  and  honor 
of  onr  country  should  be  cordially  sustained  and  defended 
so  long  as  the  present  w.ir  with  Mexico  continues  to  exist, 
than  that  the  cnuilict  should  not  be  mineeessarily  prolonged, 
but  should  be  terminated  as  soon  as  an  honorable  peace  can 
he  obtained  ;  and  whereas  it  is  believed  that  a  diversity  of 
opinion  prevails  to  a  considerable  extent  as  to  the  ultimate 
aims  and  objects  for  which  the  war  should  be  prosecuted; 
and  it  being  proper  that  this  matter  should  be  settled  by  the 
clear  expression  of  the  legislative  will,  solemnly  proclaimed 
to  the  worlil : 

Be  it  therefore  resoived  by  the  Senate  atid  House  of  Repre- 
ti-iitalivcs  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  aisenihlell,  'I'hat 
the  present  war  willi  Mexico  should  not  be  waged  or  pros- 
eculiMl  "  vvith  a  view  to  conquest,"  either  by  the  subjugation 
or  disineniberinent  of  that  Republic. 

Be  it  further  resolved  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  is 
the  desire  ofthe  United  States  that  hostilities  should  be  ter- 
minated upon  terms  honorable  to  both  parties,  embracing  a 
mutual  s(!ltleinentof  the  questionsgrowingout  of  the  "  pro- 
per and  riiihtful"  boundary  of  Texas,  and  a  full  recognition 
and  proper  provision  on  her  part  to  he  made  for  all  the  just 
claiumol  our  citizens  against  that  country— the  whole  to  be 
adjusted  by  negotiation,  to  be  instituted  and  efTeeted  accord- 
ing to  the  constitutional  forms  of  each  Government  respec- 
tively. 

Mr.  BOTTS  rose  and  said  he  had  a  substitute 
for  the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  frorryjlinois, 
which  he  should  propo.se  when  in  orde^iind  he 
now  asked  tlint  it  be  lead. 

Mr.  PETTIT  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  and 
inquired  of  the  Speaker  if  it  was  in  order  to  read 
these  various  propositions  after  the  previous  ques- 
tion had  been  demanded. 


The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  insisted  on  iii^  objection,  the  paper 
could  not  be  read.  They  had  generally  been  al- 
lowed to  be  read  as  a  matter  of  courtesy  on  the  part 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  PETTIT  not  persisting  in  his  objection — 
Tlie  proposition  of  Mr.  Botts  was  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

1.  Resolved,  That  among  the  highest  duties  that  can  de- 
volve upon  the  Kepresentatives  of  the  People  is  the  preser- 
vation of  the  national  integrity,  a  strict  obsetvanee  of  the 
liuiitations  ofthe  Constitution,  and  a  firm  resistance  to  Ex- 
ecutive encroachment. 

2.  Resolv.ed,  That  any  war  which  has  for  its  object  the  ac- 
quisition of  territory  by  conquest,  biings  into  question  the 
national  characttir,  is  iii  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  in  conflict  with  the  genius  and  spirit  of  our 
institutions,  and  dangerous  to  the  perpetuity  ofthe  Union. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged 
was  nut  brought  on  by  the  act  of  Mexico. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  war  with  Mexico  was  brought  on 
by  the  unauthorized  act  ofthe  President  ofthe  United  states, 
in  ordering  the  army  under  the  command  of  General  Taylor 
into  territory  then  in  possession  ofthe  Mexican  Republic. 

5.  Resolved,  That  we  have  no  right  to  claim  indemnity 
for  the  expenses  of  a  war  brought  on  by  the  ill-advised  and 
unprovoked  act  of  our  own  pulilic  funciionaiies. 

b.  Reiolved,  That  the  honor  of  this  nation  <loes  not  con- 
sist in  exacting  territory  fioni  Mexico,  tu  which  we  have  no 
claim,  and  yielding  to  Great  Britain  territory  the  title  to 
which  was  asserted  to  he  "  clear  and  unquestionable  ;"  and 
that  tp  evade  the  strong  and  pursue  the  weak  does  not  pre- 
sent the  honor,  courage,  or  greatness  of  our  people  in  their 
true  light.  « 

7;  Resolved,  That  to  exact  indemnity  from  Mexico  would 
devolve  upon  us  the  necessity  of  making  a  similar  demand 
in  all  future  wars,  which  would  involve  us  in  interminable 
conflict,  or  of  surrendering  a  principle  now  insisted  on  as 
indispensable  to  the  preservation  of  our  national  honor. 

8.  Resolved,  That  no  new  territory  can  be  annexed  to  the 
United  States  by  virtue  of  the  war,  without  involving  tlie 
agitation  of  domestic  difficulties,  begetting  sectional  animos- 
ities, and  weakening  the  ties  that  coin-iect  us  together. 

9.  Resolved,  That  if  the  conquest  of  territory  be  not  the 
object  of  the  war,  we  can  perceive  no  good  reason  for  con- 
tinning  our  troops  in  tlie  heart  of  the  enemy's  country,  by 
which  their  lives  are  unnecessarily  exposed,  and  our  re- 
sources uselessly  expended. 

10.  Re  olved.  That  a  conquering  nation  has  nothing  to 
apprehend  from  an  exhibition  of  magnanimity  and  generos- 
ity to  a  defeated  foe  ;  and  that  a  victorious  army  may  retire 
from  the  pursuit  of  carnage  and  slaughter  without  incurring 
the  imputation  of  retreating  from  the  scattered  and  discom- 
fited forces  of  the  enemy. 

11.  Resolved,  That  the  most  efficient,  if  not  the  only 
means  of  restoring  a  spepdy  and  honorable  peace  would 
be,  under  proper  }}rellminary  arrangements,  to  withdraw  our 
troops,  already  covered  with  glory  and.  surfeited  with  suc- 
cess, to  the  true  and  legitimate  boundary  of  Texas  at  the 
time  of  its  annexation  to  the  United  States. 

13.  Resolved,  That  our  institutions,  founded  on  the  rights 
of  man,  repudiate  the  doctrine  that  "might  makes  right," 
as  the  freebooter's  plea  and  the  pirate's  law;  and,  so  long 
as  we  offer  an  asylum  to  the  oppressed,  and  recognize 
"  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness  "  among  the  in- 
alienable rights  of  man,  we  cannot  insist  upon  the  dismem- 
berment of  an  empire  as  the  price  of  peace. 

13.  Resolved,  That  if,  upon  the  restoration  of  peace,  the 
necessities  of  our  commerce  shall  require  a  harbor  in  any 
part  of  the  Mexican  territory  in  California,  we  are  able,  and 
should  be  willing,  to  pay  therefor,  as  would  become  a  great 
and  an  honest  people. 

14.  Resolved,  That  if  it  shall  be  determined  by  the  people, 
through  their  Representatives,  that  this  war  shall  be  further 
prosecuted  in  Mexico,  it  then  becomes  the  duty  of  all  par- 
lies to  protect  our  national  flag  and  brave  army,  by  furnish- 
ing all  needful  supplies  of  men  and  money  to  carry  it  on 
vvith  vigor  and  effect. 

Mr.  RHETT  rose,  and  inquired  of  the  Chair 
if  the  previous  question  had  been  moved  on  the 
pending  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  Richardson]  .' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  thte  affirmative. 

Mr.  RHETT.  Then  no  observations  are  in 
order.'' 

The  SPEAKER.    No  observations  are  in  order. 

Mr.  RHETT.  I  will  only  say,  I  hope  the  pre- 
vious question  will  be  voted  down,  in  order  that 
we  may  have  a  fair  vote  upon  these  various  prop- 
ositions. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  pending  ques- 
tion to  be  on  seconding  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  said  he  believed 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson] 
had  demanded  the  previous  question.  Was  it  not 
now  competent  for  him  to  withdraw,  to  receive  an 
amendment,  and  then  to  renew  it.''  Or  might  not 
both  these  propositions  be  offered  as  amendments, 
and  then  the  previous  question  be  renewed.' 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  there  might  be 
offered  an  amendment  to  an  amendment,  so  that 
all  these  three  propo.sitioiis  might  be  voted  on. 

Mr.  McLANE  wished  to  know,  in  case  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question  was  seconded  by 
the  House,  whether  it  would  tlien  be  competent  to 
consider  amendments.'' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative. 


Mr.  WENTWORTH  inquired  whether  it 
would  be  in  the  power  of  his  colleague,  in  case  he 
withdrew  his  demand  for  the  previous  question,  to 
let  in  these  two  propositions  and  then  renew  it,  so 
that  the  House  might  vote  upon  them.' 

The  SPEAKER'S  reply,  if  any,  was  not  heard. 

Mr.  BOTTS  .said  he  hoped  it  would  be  the 
pleasure  of  the  House  to  vote  down  the  previous 
question,  and  then  to  refer  all  the.se  propositions  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  make  them  the  special  order  for  some 
day  not  far  distant. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana,  gave  notice  of  a 
proposition  which  he  should  submit  when  in  order, 
and  asked  for  its  reading. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  is  no  objection,  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  will  be 
read . 

No  objection  being  made — 

The  Clerk  commenced  the  reading  of  Mr. 
Thompson's  resolutions;  and  before  he  had  con- 
cluded— 

Mr.  C.  BROWN  rose  and  inquired  if  this  was 
a  new  proposition  .'  [Cries  of  "  Yes,  yes  !"]  Then 
he  objected  to  these  propositions. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  the  reading  having  been 
commenced  by  general  consent,  the  objection  came 
too  late. 

[Cries  of  "  Read,  read !"] 

The  Clerk  accordingly  continued  and  concluded 
the  reading  of  the  resolutions,  which  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
ofthe  United  States  ofjlinerica  in  Compress  assembled.  That, 
in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  should  foi thwith  cause  to  be  communieated  to  the 
Government  of  Mexico,  that  peace  mav  be  immediately 
established  between  the  two  countries  upon  the  following 
terms,  to  wit: 

First.  That  the  boundary  line  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico  shall  be  as  follows,  to  wit:  beginning  at  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Nueces,  ami 
running  thence  northwest,  with  the  course  of  said  Rio 
Nueces,  so  as  to  include  all  the  Texan  settlements  south 
and  west  of  said  river,  made  prior  to  the  annexation  of 
Texas  to  the  United  States  ;  thence  up  the  said  Rio  Nueces 
until  it  reaches  the  line  which  separated  the  Province  of 
Texas,  before  her  independence,  from  the  Provinces  ot 
New  Mexico,  Coahuila,  and  Tainaulipas  ;  and  thence  along 
said  line,  to  the  Rio  Roxo  or  Red  River. 

Secojid.  That  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  dis- 
avowing the  intention  of  acquiring  or  holding  the  sanje  by 
conquest,  will  purchase  from  Mexico,  with  the  consent  of 
the  Government  of  Mexico,  the  territory  embraced  within 
the  fullowing  boundary,  to  wit :  beginning  at  a  point  on  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  centre  ofthe  great 
desert  or  prairie  which  lies  between  the  waters  of  the  Rio 
Grande  and  the  Rio  Nueces;  thence,  following  the  course 
ofthe  centre  of  the  said  desert  or  prairie,  northwest,  to  the 
range  of  mountains  which  divide  the  waters  of  the  liio 
Grande  from  those  that  run  eastward  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  pursuing  said  range  of  mountains  until  it  strikes  the  line 
of  north  latitude  .36°  30' ;  thence,  by  that  parallel  of  latitude, 
west,  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  so  as  to  include  within  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  bay  and  city  of  Monterey,  in  Upper  Califor- 
nia. 

Third.  That,  in  consideration  of  the  cession  of  the  terri- 
tory embraced  within  the  foregoing  boundary,  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  shall  pay  to  tlie  Government 
of  Mexico  such  sum  of  money  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by 
and  between  commissioners  to  be  appointed  upon  the  part 
of  each  Government:  Provided,  That  there  shall  be  de- 
ducted out  of  the  sum  so  agreed  on  whatever  amount  may 
have  been  due  by  Mexico  to  the  United  States  before  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  if  the  sum  so  agreed  on  shall 
exceed  the  amount  so  found  to  be  due  to  the  United  States. 

Fourth.  That  the  Government  of  the  United  States  shall 
ask  from  the  Government  of  Mexico  no  indemnity  wliatso- 
ever  for  the  expenses  ofthe  war. 

Fifth.  That,  so  soon  as  a  treaty  of  peace  shall  have  been 
made  and  ratified  by  and  between  the  two  Governments,  the 
army  of  the  United  States  shall  be  withdrawn  from  every 
portion  of  the  territory  of  Mexico  now  or  at  that  time  in  its 
possession. 

Sixth,  'i'hat  the  Government  of  the  United  States  will 
guaranty  to  the  Government  of  Mexico  that  all  persons,  now 
citizens  of  Mexico,  who  possess  property  within  tlie  territory 
thus  proposed  to  he  ceded  to  the  United  Slates,  shall  con- 
tinue to  kold  and  enjoy  the  same  under  the  laws  and  insti- 
tutions ofthe  United  States. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  asked  the  indulgence  ofthe  House 
to  permit  him  to  have  read  a  resolution  on  this 
same  subject,  which  he  had  prepared.  He  said  it 
would  occupy  very  little  ofthe  time  ofthe  Hau.se, 
as  it  was  very  short. 

The  Clerk  read  it,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  neither  the  honor  nor  the  interest  of  tins 
Republic  demands  the  dismemberment  of  Mexico,  or  the 
annexation  of  any  portion  of  her  territory  to  the  'luted 
States  as  an  indispensable  condition  to  the  restoration  of 
peace. 

Mr.  VANDYKE  said  he  too  had  some  resolu- 
tions which  he  desired  to  have  read. 
The  Clerk  then  read  them  as  follows: 
Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  order  of 
this  Government  that  General  Taylor  with  Ins  army  slinuld 
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take  position  on  tlie  bank  of  tlio  Rio  Grande,  which  resulted 
in  the  blockaie  olUvit  river  and  the  pointing  of  the  guns  of 
the  United  States  upon  a  Mexican  town  on  the  other  side, 
wu-s  unni'eessarv  and  UM\vi<c,  was  an  act  of  aggression  in 
itself,  and  the  inimediate  cause  of  conflict  between  the  two 
nations. 

Resotfcd,  That  the  invasion  of  the  territories  of  Mexico 
south  and  west  of  the  Rio  Grande,  cither  hy  sea  or  by  land, 
and  the  storming  and  capturing  of  her  towns  and  tlie  slay- 
in"  of  her  people  witliin  such  territories,  were  acts  of  injus- 
tic'e.  cruelly,  and  wrong;  and  that  the  requiring  of  Mexico, 
at  tile  peril  of  her  national  existence,  to  enter  into  treaty 
stipulations  with  us,  while  her  country  is  surrounded  by  our 
navy,  her  capital  and  chief  towns  in  our  possession,  her 
counlry  subjuiated  and  her  people  crushed  and  prostrate 
bencatii  our  power,  and  with  our  resistless  cannon  frowning 
upon  her,  and  our  conquering  sword  gleaming  above  her, 
is  unreasonable  and  unl'air  towards  Mexico,  as  one  of  the 
conlructtng  parties,  and  unmagnanimous  and  unchristian  in 
us. 

Resolce.l,  That  the  present  war  with  Mexico  should  not 
bft-prosecuted  any  further  for  any  purpose  whatever ;  that 
the  whole  of  our  forces  in  the  Mexican  country  should  be 
withdrawn  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  placed  on  territory 
which  belongs  to  this  country;  and  that  the  Administration 
be  furnishedvvitli  all  the  men  and  money  necessary  to  pro- 
tect our  troops  now  in  Mexico,  and  to  aceomplisli  such 
withdrawal  in  the  ino»t  practicable  way,  without  harm  or 
danger. 

Realved,  That,  after  the  withdrawal  of  our  troops  as  afore- 
said, east  of  the  Rio  Grande,  the  Tresident  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  send  a  commissioner  or  conmiissioji- 
ers  to  Mexico,  to  settle  the  question  of  boundary  between 
this  country  and  Mexico,  together  with  such  other  ques- 
tions as  may  properly  come  bet'ore  tliem. 

Mr.  G.  S.  HOUSTON  tliou^lu  it  possible,  by 
some  sort  of  arrangement — by  tlie  unanimous  con- 
sent of  tlie  House — that  they  could  have  all  these 
propositions  voted  upon  and  disposed  of  at  once. 
For  one,  he  was  now  ready  to  vote  upon  them,  and 
he  supposed  that  every  niemlser  on  liis  side  of  the 
House  was  ready  also.  [Ciies  of  "  Order  !"]  He 
desired  to  see  the  previous  question  applied  to  all 
these  propositions,  and  the  House  vole  upon  each 
in  its  order. 

[Ciies  of  "  Order!"] 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  inquired  if  his  friend 
[Mr.  R,icH.\HDso\']  had  withdrawn  the  previous 
question.''  [Cries  of  "  No,  no  !"]  He  iioped  he 
would  not. 

The  SPEAKER  interposed,  and  reminded  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  that  debate  was  not 
in  order.  The  question  was,  "  Is  there  a  second 
to  the  demand  for  the  previous  question  .'" 

Mr.  STEPHENS  called  for  tellers. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  inquired  what  the  previous 
question  would  operate  upon,  and  whether,  if  there 
was  no  second,  these  propositions  would  not  go 
over  if  any  gentleman  desired  to  debate  liiem. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  there  was  but  one 
proposition  before  the  House,  and,  if  there  was  no 
second,  it  would  go  over  if  any  gentleman  desired 
to  debate  it. 

Tellers  were  then  ordered,  and  Messrs.  Thibo- 
DEAux  and  Peck  were  appointed;  and  having  taken 
the  vote,  they  announced  90  in  the  affirmative,  and 
102  in  the  negative.     So  thei'e  was  no  second. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  then  said  that  he  proposed  to 
deliatc  this  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  it  will  go  over,  of 
course. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said,  if  it  were  in  order,  he  would 
move  that  all  these  several  propo.sitions  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  CoiTimittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Biate  of  the  Union,  and  made  the  order  of  the  da:y 
for  the  3d  of  January. 

[A  voice.     T'he  S|)ccial  order.] 

Mr.  STEPHENS  inquired, if  the  notice  he  had 
given  to  debate  these  pro[)ositions  would  not,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  carry  them  over. 

The  SPEAKER  required  gentlemen  to  take 
their  .seats,  that  the  House  might  proceed  with  its 
business. 

[The  members  were  standing  over  the  whole 
surface  of  the  floor,  intently  listening  to  the  differ- 
ent propositions.] 

The  SPE.\KER  then  announced  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  [Mr.  Stkphicns]  proposed  to 
debate  the  only  resolution  before  the  House,  the 
oliier.s  havin;;  been  read  for  infonnaiion,  and  there- 
fore were  not  in  the  possession  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BOTTS  supposed  he  could  move  to  inake 
thcin  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  the  3d  Janu- 
ary, by  general  consent. 

Objections  were  made. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  rose  to  q  question  of  order. 
He  understood  the  origiiuil  resolution  was  ofTered 
yesterdfiy,  and  if  objection  had  then  been  made,  it 
must  have  gone  over;  but  the  satne  rule  did  not 
now  apply,  and  now  the  House  might  proceed  to 
the  debate, 


The  SPEAKER  overruled  the  point  of  order, 
and  called  on  the  St;ite  of  Illinois  for  r^solutionsi 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 
Mr.  WENTWORTH  submitted  a  resolution, 
and  on  it  he  asked  for  the  previous  question. 
The  Clerk  read  the  resolution  as  follows: 
Reioli-cd,  That  the  (ieneral  Government  has  the  power  to 
construct  such   harbors  and   improve   such  rivers   as  are 
"  necessary  and    proper"  for  the  protection  of  our  navy 
and  our  commerce,  and  also  for  the  defences  of  our  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  VENABLE  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion. 

Mr.  VENABLE  withdrew  his  motion. 

A  brief  conversation  ensued  between  Mr. 
GAYLE,  the  SPEAKER,  Mr.  G.  S.  HOUSTON, 
and  Mr.  WENTWORTH,  on  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  ROOT  then  called  for  telleis  on  seconding 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question,  and  they 
were  ordered. 

Messrs.  Root  and  McClelland  were  appointed 
tellers,  and  they  reported  104  in  the  ailirmative. 
There  was  therefore  a  second. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  next  question  to  be, 
"  Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put.''' 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  before  he  voted,  de- 
sired the  mover  of  the  resolution  to  give  him  some 
information  respecting  a  term  used  in  it,  as  lie  was 
somewhat  at  a  loss  to  know  its  precise  meaning. 
What  did  the  gentleman  mean  by  the  term  i' Gov- 
ernment.'" 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  called  for  the  yeaa  and 
nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution;  and  they 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  asked  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  so  that  tlie  vote  should  be  taken  sepa- 
rately on  the  portions  referring  to  military  and 
commercial  purposes. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  call  for  a  division  came 
too  late. 

The  main  question  was  then  put :  "  Will  the 
House  agree  to  the  said  resolution  .'"  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Abbott,  .Tohn  Quincy  Adams,  Green  Ad- 
ams, Asiiinun,  iiarringer,  Harrow,  Uclchcr,  Bingham,  Bird- 
sail,  Blanchard,  Botts,  Boydon,  Brady,  Buckner,  Butler, 
Cabell,  Canhy,  Chapman,  Clapp,  Franklin  Clark,  Clingman, 
Cocke,  Collamtr,  Collins,  Conger,  Cranston,  Crowell,  Cro- 
zicr,  Dickey,  Uickiusmi,  Uixon,  Donnell,  Duer,r)aniel  Dun- 
can, Gainttt  Duncan,  Uunn,  Eckert,  Edwards,  Embree, 
Alexander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Farrelly,  Fifher,  Freedley, 
French,  Fulton,  Gavle,  Gentiy,  Giddinas,  Gog'^rin,  Gott, 
Green,  Gregory,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Willard  V.  Hiill,  Nathan  K. 
Hall,  James  G.  Hampton,  Moses  Hampton,  Henley,  Henry, 
Hil.iar.i,EliasB.  Holmes,  John  W.  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hud- 
son, Hunt,  Joseph  1!.  Ingeisoll,  Irvin,  Jamieson,  JenkiiiS, 
Andrew  Johnson,  Robert  VV.  Johnson,  John  VV.  Jones,  Kel- 
logg, Thoma-s  B.  King,  Daniel  P.  King,  William  T.  Lavv- 
ri'iice,  Sidney  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  McClelland,  Mcilvaine, 
Marsh,  Marvin,  Morehead,  Mullin,  Nelson,  Ncs,  Neivall, 
Outlaw,  Palfrey,  Peck,  Petrie,  Peyton,  Pillslmry,  I'ollock, 
Preston,  Putnam,  Reynolds,  Richey,  Rockhill,  Julius  Rock- 
well, John  A.  Rockwell,  Roman,  Root,  Rninsey,  St.  John, 
Schenck,  Shepperd,  Sherrill,  Slingerland,  Smart,  Truman 
Smith,  Stanton,  Starkweather,  Stephens,  Andrew  Stewart, 
CnailesE.  Stuart,  Strohni,  Strong,  Sylvester,  Tallniadge, 
'J'liiliodeaux,  Taylor,  Tompkins,  James  Thompson,  Richard 
W.  Thoinpson,  William  Thompson,  Thur^ton,  Tuck,  Tur- 
ner, Vandyke,  Vinton,  Warron,  Wentworllj,  VVhit(>,  Wil- 
hanjs,  and  Wiley— 138. 

NAYS — Mii^fTf.  Bayly,  Bealc,  Bcdinger,  Black,  Bocock, 
Bowdon,  Boyd,  Brodhead,  William  G.  Brown,  Burt,  Bev- 
erly L.  Clark,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Dan- 
iel, Featherston,  Ficklin,  Floiu'noy,  Fries,  Hainnions,  Ilar- 
manson,  Harris,  Hill,  Isaac  E.  Holmes,  George  S.  Houston, 
Inge,<-harles  J.  fngersoll,  George  VV^  Jones,  Kaufman,  Ken- 
non.  La  Sfere,  Liaon,  Lord,  Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McCler- 
nand,  McDowell,  McKay,  McLane,  Mann,  Meade,  Miller, 
Morse,  Nicoll,  Peaslee,  Phelps,  Rliett,  Robinson,  Sawyer, 
Simpson,  Simi,  Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson,  Venable,  and 
Vv'^oodward— 51. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to.     And  then — 
Mr.  VINTON  gave  notice  that  he  would   call 

up  the  appropriation  bill  reported  by  him  to-day, 

eftrly  to-morrow. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


PETITIONS,  &c 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
fcrr<:d : 

By  Mr.  Gf)TT  :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Dewitt,  Onon- 
daga etjMiity,  New  York,  praying  for  lui  immediate  termina- 
tion of  the  war  with  Mexico;  and  that  this  Government 
eommeni-c  negotiations  with  for('ign  (Jovernnienis  as  soon 
:\<  practicable  for  securing  treaty  stipulations  that  shall  bind 
the  contracting  parties  to  settle  all  future  international  dilli- 
culliiK  by  peaceful  arbitration. 

lie  Air.  GOCtHIV  :  The  petition  of  William  Saunders  and 
William  R.  l'orler,surcti(wof  William  Estis,  a  paymast^rin 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain.     Also,  the  petition  of 


Shiflett,  of  Virginia,  praying  to  be  placed  on  the  invalid  pen- 
sion roll. 

By  Mr.  PENDLETON:  The  memorial  of  George  Taylor, 
praying  indemnity  for  losses  incurred  by  French  spoliations 
prior  to  1800.  Also,  the  memorial  of  Cassius  F.  Lee,  trustee 
of  Hodgson,  on  the  same  subject.  Also,  the  memorial  of 
Mary  D.  Adam,  attorney  of  Dunlap's  heirs,  on  the  same  sub- 
ject. 

By  Mr.  BELCHER :  The  petition  of  Louisa  Dasconib  and 
1 11  others,  of  the  county  of  Franklin,  in  Maine.  Also,  the 
petition  of  .Andrew  Mitchell  and  77  others;  of  Louisa  S.  F. 
Jenkins  and  67  others;  and  of  Benjamin  Abbott  and  l-Jo 
others,  of  said  county,  all  praying  for  a  peace  with  Mexico; 
Also,  the  petition  of  Frederick  V.  Stewart  and  10.5  others, 
for  a  mail  route  from  Farmington  to  Kingsfield,  Franklin 
county,  Maine. 

By  iMr  CROWELL :  The  petition  of  Amos  Armstrong,  a 
citizen  of  Summit  county,  Ohio,  praying  for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  FARRELLY:  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Metcei' 
county,  for  repeal  of  the  law  requiring  postage  on  ncw.s- 
papers  circulating  within  thirty  miles  of  the  place  of  publi- 
cation. 

By  Mr.  WENTWORTH;  The  petition  of  citizens  of 
McLane  county,  Illinois,  for  a  donation  of  land  and  the  right 
of  Way  for  a  railroad  connecting  the  upper  and  lower  Mis- 
sissippi with  Chicago.  Also,  the  petition  from  citizens  of 
Iroquois  and  Will  counties  for  a  reform  in  the  present  land 
system. 

By  Mr.  CRANSTON  :  The  memorial  of  Philip  Allen  and 
others,  asking  payment  for  depredations  on  their  property 
committed  by  the  French  Government  prior  to  18U0. 

By  Wi.  VlNl'ON:  The  petition  of  Solomon  Sturges  and 
others,  citizens  of  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  praying  that 
measures  may  be  taken  for  the  restoration  of  peace  with 
Mexico. 

By  Mr.  CABELL:  The  petition  of  Moses  E.  Levy.  Also, 
the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Captain  Henry  Pawling  for  com- 
mutation. 

By  Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN :  The  memorial  of  Catharine 
Able,  widow  of  a  revolutionary  soldier. 

By  Mi.  HUNT  :  The  petition  of  Calvin  Bishop  and  others, 
for  an  appiopiiati<m  for  Buffalo  harbor. 

By  Mr.  NE3 :  A  petition  numeroasly  signed  by  citizens 
of  Adams  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  provision 
in  the  act  of  Congress  of  3d  March,  1847,  requiring  three 
cents  postage  to  be  paid  on  newspapers,  Stc.,  may  be  re- 
pealed. 

By  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL :  The  memorial  of  S.  Morris, 
Waler  &  Co.,  asking  for  a  remission  of  duties.  Also,  the 
memorial  of  Satteiiee  Clark,  asking  for  an  appropriation  for 
the  payment  of  a  balance  due  to  him  as  payma'^ler,  and  ex- 
tra allowance,  &.C.,  being  the  amount  of  a  verdict  against 
the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  LA  SERE:  The  petition  of  James  W.  Breedlove, 
latecoUector  of  the  customs  for  the  district  of  Mississippi, 
praying  to  be  refunded  the  amount  of  counterfeit  coin  re- 
ceived hy  the  cash  clerk  of  the  custom-house  at  New  Orleans 
during  liis  term  of  office. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  December  22,  1847. 

Mr.  GREENE  presented  the  petition  of  Eliza- 
beth flamilton,  widow  of  Alexander  Hamilton, 
deceased,  praying  the  patronage  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  thepuldication  of  the  writings  of  her  late 
husband;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Library. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  the  memorial  of 
Henry  M.  Shreve,  praying  compensation  for  the 
use  by  the  Government  of  a  snag-boat,  of  which 
he  is  the  inventor  and  patentee,  and  the  purchase 
of  his  patent-right  by  the  United  States;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Anti-Slavery  Friends  of  In- 
diana, praying  for  the  adoption  of  measures  for 
the  immediate  termination  of  the  war  with  Mexico, 
and  for  the  immediate  termination  of  slavery. 

On  presenting  this  petition,  Mr.  HALE  said  : 

J  suppose,  Mr.  President,  as  this  petition  prays 
for  the  exertion  of  all  the  powers  of  Government, 
so  far  as  they  extend,  in  i-elation  to  this  subject, 
it  includes  within  its  purview  slavery  within  the 
District  of  Columbia;  and  I  am  informed  that  the 
practice  has  obtained  in  the  Senate,  when  petitions 
of  tills  character  are  presented,  to  raise  the  ques- 
tion of  i-cception,  and  that  such  a  motion  is  laid 
upon  the  table,  and  there  the  matter  drop-s.  Aa 
this  course  does  not  accord  with  my  own  convic- 
tion of  duty,  I  must  urge  a  diflerent  disposition 
of  this  petition;  and  I  hope  that,  if  exception  be 
taken,  it  will  be  taken  without  this  side-blow  of  a 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

With  this  view,  if  the  question  of  reception  be 
raised,  I  ask  that  it  may  be  taken  by  yeas  and  naya. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Tho.sc  in  favor 
of  taking  the  question  by  yeas  and  nays  will  rise. 

Mr.  HALE.  Was  the  motion  made  to  lay  the 
motioi^pon  the  table? 

The~RESlDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  to  be  put  as  a  matter  of  course. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  was  not  aware  of  the  existence 
of  such  a  rule  ;  but  that  being  the  case,  I  would 
like  to  say  a  single  word  on  the  main  question,  aa 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  is  not  debatable. 
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Mr.  BERRIEN  said  he  trusted  that  the  estab- 
lished usage  of  llie  Senate  would  not  be  departed 
from  on  this  occasion.  When  a  petition  of  this 
sort  is  presented,  the  question  of  reception  is  rained 
by  a  motion  to  lay  a  petition  on  the  table.  He 
would  now  raise  that  question,  by  moving  to  lay 
the  motion  upon  the  table. 

IMr.  HALE.  Upon  that  question  I  ask  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  MASON.     What  is  the  petition  ? 

The  Secretary  read  the  heading  of  the  memo- 
rial. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  inquired  whether 
it  would  be  in  order  to  move  a  postponement  of 
the  question  of  reception  till  to-morrow.' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
to  lay  on  the  table  has  precedence. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  then  said  that 
his  only  object  was  that  the  Senate  might  be  full 
before  the  question  was  taken. 

Mr.  CALFIOUN.     What  is  the  question  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is  to  lay  the 
motion  to  receive  the  petition  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  What  is  the  subject-matter 
of  the  petition  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  HALE.  If  it  be  in  order,  I  will  state  the 
subject-matter  of  the  petitipn.  The  petition  comes 
from  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends  at  Newport, 
Wayne  county,  Indiana,  praying  the  termination 
of  the  war  in  Mexico;  and  also  praying  that  all 
the  powers  vested  in  Congress  upon  the  subject 
shall  be  exerted  for  the  termination  of  slavery. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  That  does  not  say  anything 
about  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  remarked  that  that  was  included 
in  the  powers  which  the  memorialists  called  on 
Congress  to  exert. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays.  A  sufficient  number  of  members 
rising,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  were 
taken,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Blessrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Bad- 
ger, Bell,  Berrien,  Bradbury,  Breese,- Bright,  Butler,  Cal- 
houn, Cass,  Uavis  of  Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Downs, 
FairtieUI,Felch,  Foots,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  John- 
son of  Louisiana,  Mangum,  Mason,  Nilcs,  Rusk,  Sevier, 
Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  Westcott,  and  Yulee— 33. 

iVAYS— IMessrs.  Baldwin,  Clarke,  Corwin,  Gre,;ne,  Hale, 
Miller,  Phelps,  Underwood,  and  tJpham — 9. 

So  the  motion  to  receive  the  petition  was  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  the  memorial  of  David 
T.  Burr  and  si^cty-nine  others,  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, praying  for  such  an  alteration  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  as  shall  abolish  slavery  through- 
out the  Union. 

Mr.  HALE  said  :  I  do  not  understand  that  there 
is  a  standing  rule  or  order  of  the  Senate  that  raises 
the  question  whether  this  petition  shall  be  receiv- 
ed, or  the  motion  to  receive  it  laid  on  the  table. 
I  ask  whether  the  motion  to  receive  the  petition  is 
debatable?  Am  I  correct,  sir,  in  supposing  it  is 
debatable  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.   It  is  debatable. 

Mr.  HALE.  So  understanding  it,  sir,  I  wish 
to  say  a  single  word  in  vindication  of  the  course 
which  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  take  on  this  occasion. 
It  is  with  no  desire  to  produce  angry  feelings,  or 
excited  discussion,  but  it  is  in  discharge  of  my 
duty,  under  deep  and  the  earnest  convictions  of 
my  understanding,  that  I  attempt  to  discharge 
that  duty.  V/hat  is  the  refusal  of  the  Senate  to 
receive  these  petitions  ?  It  is  saying  that  there  are 
some  sulijects  on  which  the  people  shall  not  ap- 
proach this  tribunal. 

In  this  day,  speculation  is  adventurous.  We 
venture  to  inquire  into  all  the  secrets  of  the  mate- 
rial and  the  spiritual  world.  The  researches  of 
geological  science  have  penetrated  the  bowels  of 
the  earth,  and  have  there  found  the  materials  by 
which  it  is  essayed  to  prove  that 

"  He  who  made  the  world,  and  its  age  reveai'd 
To  Moses,  was  mistaken." 

Nay,  inquiry  goes  with  adventurous  flight  t)  the 
very  throne  of  Eternity,  and  undertakes  to  scan 
the  laws  by  which  He  who  sits  thereon  governs 
His  own  actions  and  the  world  he  has  ereated. 
And,  sir,  if  speculation  is  thus  adventurous,  have 
we,  in  the  United  Stales  of  America,  an  institution 
whicli  exalts  itself  above  God — defying  examina- 
tion, or  inquiry,  or  petition  even  ?  Most  emphati- 
cally, sir,  clo  1  conceive  that  at  the  present  day  the 
people  of  the  United  States  have  a  peculiar  right 


to  come  and  ask  of  this  body  a  respectfbl  hearing 
of  their  petitions,  and  a  respectful  hearing  on  this 
very  subject.  Sir,  it  is  no  mere  abstraction.  It  is 
an  element  of  political  power  in  the  formation  of 
our  Constitution;  it  is  an  element  on  which  the 
Constitution  of  the  other  H^ouse  is  regulated;  and 
it  is  an  element  in  the  political  discussion  and  action 
of  the  present  day,  which  is  involving  the  nation  in 
a  foreign  and  aggressive  war,ltt  an  expense  of  forty 
or  fifty  millions  of  dollars  annually.  And  if  the 
people  of  the  United  States  are  to  be  thus  taxed,  for 
a  war  growing  immediately  and  directly  out  of  an 
institution  of  this  character,  are  they  to  be  told  that 
they  shall  not  come  and  respectfully  present  their 
petitions  upon  this  subject? 

I  have  thus  discharged  my  duty  to  those  who 
sent  me  here;  without  any  expectation  of  influ- 
encing the  action  of  this  body,  without  any  desire 
to  excite  angry  feeling  or  discussion.  I  ask  that 
the  petition  may  be  received. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  The  practice  which  has  been 
adopted  by  the  Senate  has  been  the  result  of  calm 
and  deliberate  consideration.  It  has  protected  us 
from  those  exciting  discussions  which,  in  another 
branch  of  the  National  Legislature,  have  too  often 
occurred.  I  do  not  apprehend  that  anything  which 
has  fallen  from  the  honorable  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire,  who  presents  this  petition,  is  calcti- 
lated  to  change  the  well-settled  conviction  of  the 
Senate  on  this  subject.  I,  therefore,  sir,  the  ques- 
tion of  reception  being  before  the  Senate,  move  to 
lay  that  question  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  receive  the  petition  was  then  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the 
petition  of  D.  A.  Watterston,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  services  as  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Sur- 
veyor General  of  Louisiana;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam B.  Slaughter,  late  Secretary  of  the  Territory 
of  Wisconsin,  praying  the  repayment  of  money 
expended  by  him  in  the  public  service;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  YULEE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Joseph  H.  Waring  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  GREENE,  it  was 

Ort/ered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Elizabeth 
Hamilton,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  .Toseph  M.  Shep- 
pard,  administrator  of  Richard  Harris,  deceased, 
and  John  Scott,  administrator  of  Nimrod  Farrowy» 
deceased,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MILLER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorials  and  petitions 
against  the  repeal  of  the  pilot  act,  on  the  files  of 
the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland, 
it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  William  W.  Hall, 
on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CASS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Thomas  C.  Shel- 
don, on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DICKINSON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  John  Lorimer 
Graham,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DIX,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorials  and  petitions  on 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of 
the  pilot  act,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that 
on  to-morrow  he  should  ask  leave  of  the  Senate  to 
introduce  a  bill  continuing  the  pensions  of  certain 
widows. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution, which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent 
Office  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any  modifioation  of 
the  present  laws  relating  to  Patents  and  the  Patent  Olhce  be 
expedient. 

Mr,  CASS,  from   the  Coinmittee   on    Military 


Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time, 
an  additional  military  force;  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  CASS  gave  notice  that  he  will  call  this  bill 
up  on  the  first  onportunity,  after  it  shall  have  been 
printed. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  concerning  certain 
collection  districts,  and  for  other  purposes,  report- 
ed it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  exercise  of  the 
appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in 
certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes;"  on  which 
he  asked  for  speedy  action  of  the  Senate,  as  the 
bill  was  applicable  to  (-ases  now  pending  befoi-e 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  It  was 
intended  to  remedy  a  defect  in  existing  laws  on  the 
subject. 

The  bill  having  had  its  first  reading,  was  then 
read  a  second  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  no 
amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported  to  the 
Senate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  as  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Breese,  and  it  was  agreed  to: 

Rcxolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  inform 
the  Senate  if  Fort  Armstrong,  on  Rock  Island,  in  the  Staie 
of  Illinois,  is  now  occupied  by  a  military  regiment;  and  if 
not,  how  long  the  same  has  been  abandoned,  in  whose 
charge  the  same  is,  and  on  what  terms;  and,  also,  that  he 
communicate  his  opinion  if  the  interests  of  the  Government 
require  that  said  site  should  be  reserved  from  sale,  for  mili- 
tary purposes. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business, 
and  after  a  short  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
opened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  December  22,  1847. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read, 

Mr.  LIGON  rose  to  a  correction  of  the  Journal. 
He  found  that  upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  G.  W.  Jones]  to  lay  on  the 
table  the  memorial  presented  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddings]  for  the  repeal  of  the 
laws  authorizing  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, his  (Mr.  L.'s)  name  was  not  recorded.  He 
had  voted  "  aye." 

[J^ote. — The  vote  on  this  question  stood  yester- 
day, yeas  97,  nays  97 — a  tie.  The  Speaker  voted 
in  the  negative,  making  the  vote  stand  yeas  97, 
nays  98.     So  the  motion  was  lost.] 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  under  repeated  pre- 
cedents in  similar  cases,  the  gentleman  had  a  right 
to  have  his  name  recorded.  That  vote  would 
cha)ige  the  decision  of  the  House,  as  the  Chair 
understood. 

Mr.  SIMS.  I  understand  not.  The  vote  of  the 
Speaker  added,  would  leave  the  result  precisely  the 
same.  It  would  then  be  a  tie-vote,  and  would  not 
change  the  result. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  announce  the 
vote  as  it  would  be  with  the  name  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  recorded  in  the  affirmative. 

The  Clerk.     Yeas  98,  nays  97. 

The  SPEAKER.'  The  12lh  rule  of  the  House 
provides  that — 

"  In  other  cases  (i.  e.  than  of  election  by  Ihe  House)  he 
ftlie  Speaker)  shall  not  vote,  unless  the  House  be  equally 
aivided,  or  unless  bis  vote,  if  given  to  the  niiuority,  would 
make  the  division  equal ;  and  in  ease  of  such  equal  divis- 
ion, the  question  should  be  lost." 

The  vote  of  the  Speaker  would,  therefore,  make 
the  division  equal,  and  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  would  be  lost.  The  Chair  votes  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  inquired  if,  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  Ligon]  changing  his  vote, 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  not  carried  ? 
And  if  the  vote  would  not  stand  yeas  98,  nays  9() : 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  gentleman  fron^ 
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Maryland  did  not  change  his  vote.  The  gentle- 
man voted  in  the  affirmative,  but  his  name  was  not 
yesterday  recorded  at  all. 

Here  the  conversation  dropped,  and  the  Journal 
as  amended  was  approved. 

Mr.  PHELPS  rose  and  asked  leave  to  give  no- 
tice of  a  motion  for  leave  to  introduce  a  certain 
bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair,  under  the  rule 
of  the  House,  was  going  to  call  upon  the  States 
for  petitions,  upon  the  committees  for  reports,  and 
then  upon  the  States  for  resolutions,  and  when 
resolutions  were  being  called  for,  notices  of  bills 
will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  inquired  if  the 
Chair  had  not  given  this  construction  to  the  rule 
of  the  House  under  which  they  were  acting  with- 
out its  being  brought  particularly  to  his  attention  .' 
Mr.  H.  was  understood  to  say,  if  they  were 
ol)liged  to  wait  every  morning  for  the  call  of  the 
States  for  petitions,  and  then  of  the  committees 
for  reports,  they  v/ould  never  get  entirely  through 
the  call  of  the  States  for  resolutions. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  rule  of  the  House  is  ex- 
press, as  the  gentleman  will  see,  if  he  will  allow 
the  Chair  to  read  it  : 

"23.  As  soon  as  the  Journal  is  read,  tlm  Speaker  shall 
call  lor  petitions  from  the  uinnbers  of  each  St;ite  and  dele- 
gates from  each  Territory,"  &e. 

"ai.  The  petitions  havijig  been  presented  and  disposed 
of.  reports  I'rom  coniiiiiUees  shall  be  called  (or  and  disposed 
of,'"  &.C.  *  *  *  *  "  Kesolutions  sliall  then  be  called  (or 
in  the  same  order,  and  disposed  of  by  the  same  rules  which 
apply  to  |)etitions,"  &c. 

The  order,  that  the  Chair  "  shall  call  for  peti- 
tions" is  peremptory,  as  the  gentleman  will  per- 
ceive, and  it  has  always  been  the  practice  of  the 
House.     Petitions  are  therefore  in  order. 
COMMITTEE  ON  PRINTING. 

Mr.  HENLEY  wanted  to  ask  the  Chair  a  ques- 
tion which  related  somewhat  to  the  organization 
of  the  House.  A  committee  was  authorized,  by 
the  second  section  of  the  joint  resolution  providing 
for  the  letting  out  to  contract  the  printing  of  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  to  be  appointed  upon  that 
Subject.  He  believed  that  committee  had  not  been 
appointed? 

The  SPEAKER.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  HENLEY.  I  will  then  offer  a  resolution 
providing  for  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution  will  be  re- 
ceived by  the  general  consent  of  the  House. 

Consent  being  given,  the  resolution  was  receiv- 
ed; and  the  question  being  on  its  adoption — 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  state  that 
the  joint  resolution  uses  the  word  "  chosen,"  and 
therefore  he  had  some  doubt  whether  he  was  au- 
thorized to  n;)yjO!')i(  the  committee.  The  gentleman 
froiTi  Indiana  offers  a  resolution  to  authorize  the 
Chair  to  appoint  a  Committee  on  Printing.  The 
question  is  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  which  is 
as  follows: 

Reiolved,  Tiiat  the  Speaker  be  aiilhorizod  to  appoint  a 
Comniittee  on  Public  Printin;;,  according  to  the  provi^ions 
of  the  joint  resolution  entitled  "A  joint  resolution  directing 
the  manner  of  procuring  the  printing  for  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,"  a[)proved  August  3,  1846. 

Mr.  HUNT  wished  to  make  an  inquiry  in  ref- 
erence to  the  order  of  business.  After  petitions, 
reports  and  resolutions  were  received,  was  it  not 
then  in  order  to  take  up  the  business  on  the  Speak- 
er's table? 

The  SPEAKER  repealed  the  order  of  business 
nrescril)ed  by  the  rule,  viz:  the  call  for  petitions, 
for  reports,  and  for  resolutions.  By  the  27th  rule 
it  was  provided  that  "after  one  hour  shall  have 
'  been  devoted  to  reports  from  committees  and  res- 
'  olutions,  [not  to  the  [jresentation  of  petitions,]  it 
•shall  be  in  order,  pending  the  consideration  or 
'  discussion  thereof,  to  entertain  a  motion  that  the 
•  House  do  now  proceed  to  dispose 'of  the  business 
'on  the  Speaker's  table  and  to  the  orders  of  the 
'  day."  It  would  therefore  seem  that  the  morning 
liour  should  commence  at  the  time  at  which  the 
call  for  reports  was  begun  under  the  iiTth  rule. 

The  SPEAKER  then  proceeded  to  call  the  States 
in  order  for  i)eiitif)ns,  commencing  with  the  State 
of  Maine.     Petitions  were  presented — 

From  Ma.s.sachusett8:  P>y  Messrs.  HUDSON, 
GRINNELL,  and  PALFREY. 

From  New  York  :  Hy  iMcssrs.  NICOLL,  JEN- 
KINS, MULLIN.TALLMAOGE,  KELLOGG, 
and  MACLAY.    ' 

From  Maryland:  By  Mr.  CHAPMAN. 

From  Virginia:  By  Mr.  BOTTS. 


From  South  Carolina:  By  Mr.  BURT. 

From  Kentucky  :  By  Mr.  MOREHEAD. 

When  the  State  of  Ohio  was  called — 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  moved  to  consider  the  memo- 
rial presented  by  him  yestei-day  in  relation  to  the 
slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  was 
laid  over  for  consideration.  The  motion  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

From  Louisiana :  By  Mr.  LA  SERE. 

From  Illinois  :  By  Messrs.  TURNER,  ROBT. 
SMITH,  and  LINCOLN. 

From  Missouri:  By  Mr.  PHELPS. 

From  Michigan:  By  Mr.  STUART. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Notices  of  motions  for  leave  to  introduce  bills 
were  given  as  follows: 

By'Mr.  HILLIARD:  Of  a  bill  to  change  the 
place  of  holding  the  United  States  circuit  court 
for  the  middle  district  of  Alabama,  and  for  other 
pur[>oses. 

By  Mr.  PHELPS:  Of  a  bill  granting  land  to 
the  State  of  Missouri  for  the  improveinent  of  the 
navigation  of  the  Osage  river. 

Also,  of  a  bill  to  pay  to  the  State  of  Missouri 
two  per  cent,  upon  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  sold  within  the  State  of  Missouri,  or 
which  have  been  reserved  for  the  purjiose  of  con-  I 
structing  a  road  to  the  State  of  Missouri.  \ 

By  Mr.  BINGHAM:  Of  a  bill  to  grant  alter- 
nate sections  of  land  to  the  Slate  of  Michigan  for 
the  completion  of  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo 
canal. 

By  Mr.  R.  W.  JOHNSON:  Of  a  bill  to  create 
a  new  judicial  district  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

By  Mr.  McCLELLAND:  Of  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Shadrach  Gillet  and  others. 

Also,  of  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  confirming  cer- 
tain land  claims  in  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Also,  of  a  joint  resolution  relating  to  errors  and 
defective  returns  in  certain  surveys,  plats,  and 
field-notes. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  JOHN  A.  ROCKWELL,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of  Harriet  Brown,  widow  of  GeneAil 
Brown.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  of  John  Forsyth,  deceased,  late  of  the  State 
of  Georgia.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  SIMS,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  attach- 
ments on  mesne  process  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  provide 
more  speedy  and  effectual  legal  remedies  in  the 
said  District,  and  for  other  purposes.  Read  a  first 
and  second  time,  committed,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  GENTRY,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported,  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs  on  yesterday,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Gentry,  chairman  of  said  committee,  Daniel 
M.  Barhinger,  of  North  Carolina,  was  unani- 
mously appointed  chairman  of  said  committee. 
The  report  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JOHN  A.  ROCKWELL,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  reported  a  liill  for  the  relief  of 
William  Culver.  Read  a  first  and  second  time, 
committed,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  moved  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions,  which  were  read  and  laid  over 
under  the  rule: 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his  mes- 
sage of  May  11,  1846,  has  declared  that  "  the  Mexican  Gov- 
'  ernment  not  only  refused  to  receive  him,  [the  envoy  of  the 
'  United  States,]  or  listen  to  his  propositions,  hut,  after  a 
'  long  continued  series  of  menaces,  have  at  last  invaded  our 
'  tnrilory  and  shed  the  blood  of  our  fellow-citizens  oji  ou7 
*  oum  soil :" 

And  again,  in  his  message  of  December  8,  1816,  that  "we 
'had  ample  cause  of  war  ag;iin>t  ■Mixieo  long  before  the 
'breaking  out  of  hostilities  ;  but  even  thin  we  forbore  to 
'  tak<'  redress  into  our  own  hajids  until  Mexico  herself  be- 
'  eanie  ilie  aggressor,  by  invading  Our  soii  in  hostile  array  and 
'shed.bn;;  the  blood  of  our  citizens :" 

And  vet  aniiiii,  In  his  message  of  l)ecend)er  7,  1847,  that 
"  the  Me.\i(  MM  (;overnni('nt  refused  even  to  hear  the  t<;rnis 
'  ofadjustiMenl  wliieh  he  four  niinistcM'  of  peace]  was  autho- 
'  rized  to  projiose,  and  hnally,  under  wholly  unjustifiable 
'  pret('xt.s,  inv(dved  the  two  countries  in  war,  by  invading 
'  the  territory  of  thi^  Stiite  of  Texas,  striking  the  first  blow, 
'  and  shedding  the  blood  of  our  citizens  on  ouroii'n  soil :" 

And  whereas  this  Iloune  is  desirouu  to  obtain  u  full  knowl- 


edge of  all  the  facts  which  go  to  establish  whether  the  par- 
ticular spot  on  which  tlie  blood  of  our  citizens  was  so  shed 
was  or  was  not  at  lliat  time  our  own  soil :  Therefore, 

RciOlvcd  hy  the  House  of  Rcjirescntnlivcs,  That  tlie  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  respectfully  requested  to  inform 
this  House — 

1st.  Whether  the  spot  on  which  the  blood  of  our  citizens 
was  shed,  asin  his  messagesdeclared,  was  or  was  not  within 
tlie  territory  of  Spain,  at  least  after  the  treaty  of  1819,  until 
the  Mexican  revolution. 

2d.  AVhether  tliat  spot  is  or  is  not  within  the  territory 
which  was  wrested  from  Spain  by  the  revolutionary  Gov-' 
ernment  of  Mexico. 

3d.  Whether  that  spot  is  or  is  not  within  a  settlement  of 
people,  which  seulement  has  existed  ever  since  long  before 
the  Texas  revolution,  and  until  its  inhabitants  tied  before 
the  approach  of  the  United  States  army. 

4tli.  Whether  that  settlement  is  or  is  not  isolated  from  any 
and  all  other  settlements  by  the  Gulf  and  the  Kio  Grande  on 
the  south  and  west,  and  by  wide  uninhabited  regions  on  the 
north  and  east. 

5th.  W^betlier  the  people  of  that  settlement,  or  a  majority 
of  them,  or  any  of  them,  have  ever  submitted  themselves  to 
the  government  or  laws  of  Texas  or  ofrhe  United  Slates,  by 
consent  or  by  compulsion,  either  by  accepting  office,  or  vo- 
ting at  elections,  or  paying  tax,  or  serving  on  juries,  or  having 
process  served  upon  them,  or  in  any  other  way. 

6th.  Whether  the  people  of  that  settleinciit  did  or  did  not 
flee  from  the  approaeh  of  tlio  LTnited  States  army,  leaving 
unprotected  their  homes  and  their  growing  crops,  hcfore  the 
blood  was  shed,  as  in  the  messages  stated;  and  wlietlier  the 
first  blood,  so  shed,  was  or  was  not  shed  within  the  enclo- 
sure of  one  of  the^Deople  who  had  thus  fled  from  if. 

7th.  Whether  our  citizms,  whose  blood  was  slied,  as  in 
his  messagesdeclared,  were  or  were  not,  at  that  time,  armed 
officers  and  soldiers,  sent  into  that  iCttlement  by  the  mili- 
tary order  of  the  President,  through  the  Secretary  of  War. 

8th.  Whether  the  military  force  of  the  United  States  was 
or  was  not  so  sent  into  that  settlement  after  General  Taylor 
had  more  than  once  intimated  to  the  War  Deparlineirt  that, 
in  his  opinion,  no  such  movement  was  necessary  to  the  de- 
fence or  protection  of  Texas. 

By  Mr.  GEORGE  S.  HOUSTON,  which  was 
agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Ro;ids  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
ducing the  maximum  of  compensation  paid  to  railroads  and 
steamboats  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  of  the  United 
States.  , 

By  Mr.  PHELPS  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  in</uiie  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing a  post-road  from  Brunswick,  by  the  way  of 
Compton's  Ferry,  to  Cliilicothe,  in  the  Slate  of  iVIissouii. 

By  Mr.  McCLELLAND,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  he  requested  to  fur 
nish  this  House  with  a  copy  of  the  report  from  the  Bureau 
of  Topographical  Engineers,  in  reference  to  the  commerce 
of  the  lakes  and  western  rivers,  made  in  conformity  with  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  IStli  January  last. 

By  Mr.  KAUFMAN,  which  was  agreed  to: 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing,  bylaw,  postmasters  to  receive  subscriptions 
to  newspapers,  periodicals,  &c.,  and  to  transmit  the  same 
through  the  General  Post  Oflice  to  tlie  publishers,  and  that 
said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

By  Mr.  KAUFMAN,  which  was  agreed  to: 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on   the   Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
reducing;  the  postage  on  letters  to  a  uniform  rate  of  five  cents 
on  each  single  letter. 

By  Mr.  JAMIESON,  which  lies  over: 
Resolved,  That  the    Sergeant-at-Arms  be   authorized  to 
employ  a  clerk,  who  shall  receive  the  same  compensation 
as  the  Speaker's  messenger. 

By  Mr.  J.  S.  GREEN,  which  was  agreed  to: 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  making  provision 
by  general  laws  for  the  relinquishment  of  the  sixteenth  sec- 
tions of  land,  heretofore  granted  for  the  support  of  common 
schools,  in  all  cases  when  such  lands  are  of  an  inferior 
quality,  and  for  the  selection  of  other  public  lands  for  thn 
same  purpose  in  lieu  of  the  lands  thus  relinquished. 

By  Mr.  W.  P.  HALL,  which  was  agreed  to: 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
stiucled  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviving  the  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payaient  of  horses  and 
'  other  property  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military  service  of 
'  the  United  States,"  approved  .lanuary  18, 1 8.17,  as  amended 
by  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '  An  act 
'  to  provide  payment  for  horses  and  other  property  lost  in  the 
'military  service  of  the  Unitcul  Slates,' approved  October 
'  14,  18;i7,'"  and  as  still  further  amended  by  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  horses  and  other 
'property  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military  service  of  ilie 
'  United' Slates,"  approved  August 'i:).  18-12,  and  applying 
the  provisions  ofthe  same  to  the  volunteers  who  have  been 
engaged  in  the  militarv  service  of  the  United  States  since 
the  13th  of  May,  1846,  arc  now,  or  shall  hereafter  be,  in 
said  sei-vice;  and  that  said  conunittee  be  also  in-^tructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expeiliency  of  paying  the  non-eotiimissioned 
olliccrs,  musicians,  and  privates,  of  such  volnnteers,  for 
parts  of  rations,  wIkmi  the  United  States  have  failed,  or  shall 
hereafter  fail,  to  supply  the  same;  and  to  report  to  this 
House  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

SUBSISTENCE    FOR  THE  ARMY. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  resolv- 
ed itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
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of  the  Union,  (Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll  in  the  chair,) 
and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  following 
bill: 

A  BILL  making  an  appropriation  to  supply  in  part  a  defi- 
ciency in  tin;  appropriiitions  I'or  subsistence  in  Isind  of  tlie 
iinny  and  volunteers  duringtlie  year  ending  tlieSOtli  Jnne, 
1848. 

Be  it  enacted  Inj  the  Sc7inte  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  Stales  ofJimcrir.uiii  Congress  assembled,  Tliat  tlie 
sum  of  one  million  of  dollars  bj,  and  lliesanie  is  lieieby,  ap- 
propriated to  supply  in  patta deficiency  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  subsistence  in  kin.d  of  the  army  and  volunteers  du- 
ring the  year  endins  the  thirtieth  of  June, one  thousand  eiglit 
hundred  and  forty  eijiht,  to  bo  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  ollierwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  VINTON  called  for  the  reading  of  the  fol- 
lowing letter: 

Office  of  Commissary  GisNERjfL  of  Sdbsistenok, 

Tf^ushin^ton,  Decemher  17,  1 847. 
Sir;  I  have  the  honor  to  rejion  tliat  the  appropriations 
applicable  to  "  army  subsistence  "  are  nearly  exhausted. 

The  whole  sum  now  ivmainiiiif  to  the  credit  of  such  ap- 
propriations does  not  exceed  sixty  t'jousand  dollars  ;  and 
that  sum  is  absolutely  necessary  to  meet  the  demand.s  of 
the  recruiting  scivice. 

Recent  iaibrni  iiion  from  the  principal  comniissariiPS  of 
subsistence  in  Mexico,  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  re- 
i.pectfully  ask  that  the  early  attention  of  Congress  may  he 
called  to  my  "estimate"  of  the  9tli  of  November,  in  which 
the  deficiency  in  the  former  appropriations  is  stated,  as 
drafts  to  tbe  amount  of  five  hundred  thousand  lioUars  may 
1)6  daily  expected  to  reach  the  United  Stales,  and,  as  above 
shown,  this  deirartinent  has  no  means  of  paying  them. 
Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 
Hon.  W.  L.  Maruy,  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  VINTON  desired  only  to  say  one  word  of 
explanation  in  addition  to  what  was  stated  in  these 
cotninunications.  Tlie  estimated  deficit  of  ihe  sub 
sistence  department  for  the  present  year  (the  year 
terminating  the  30lh  June  next)  was  a  fraction 
below  four  millions  of  dollars.  It  appeared  from 
the  statement  which  had  just  been  re&d  from  the 
Commissary's  Department,  that  they  were  in  daily 
expectation  of  drafts  from  Mexico  to  the  arnount 
of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  only  sixty 
thousand  on  hand  to  cover  demands  upon  thern. 
They  understood  that  the  money  had  been  received 
an  IVlexico  upon  these  drafts.  This  bill  appropri- 
ated a  million  of  dollars.  The  Commissary  Gen- 
eral of  Subsistence,  who  was  before  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  stated  that  they  expected 
that  the  ne.xt  train  which  would  come  down  from 
Mexico  would  bring  about  the  same  amount  of 
drafts  additional.  This  bill,  therefore,  covered  not 
only  those  drafts  known  to  be  on  liie  way , but  those 
supposed  soon  to  be  on  the  way,  and  tho.se  alone. 
The  committee  made  this  report  of  appropi-iations 
to  meet  a. part  of  the  estimated  deficit — one  million 
of  dollars  only,  instead  of  three  million  nine  hun- 
dred thousand  and  odd  dollars,  the  estirnated  de- 
ficit of  the  year — for  the  purpose  of  enabling  them 
to  examine  the  details  of  that  deficit  more  cai-efully 
than  it  was  in  their  power  thus  far  to  do.  It  was 
to  meet  the  drafts  that  were  on  the  way — those  on 
which  the  money  has  been  already  received,  and 
those  on  which  it  would  probably  be  received  in  a 
short  time.  As  a  matter  of  course,  they  must  be 
met,  or  the  credit  of  the  country  be  dishonored. 
He  presumed  there  would  be  no  objections  to  ma- 
king an  appropriation  thu.s  far  to  cover  the  present 
and  pressing  exigency  which  was  set  forth  in  the 
communications  from  the  department. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  that  the  coi-nmittee  rise, 
and  report  the  bill  to  the  House. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Is  it  not  in  order  to  lay 
aside  this  bill  to  be  reported  to  the  Houfse  when 
the  committee  rises,  and  proceed  to  other  business 
before  the  committee.'' 

The  CHAIRMAN  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  CLINGlMAN.  Then  I  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  PoLi.ocit]  that 
this  coarse  be  pursued. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  said  it  was  necessary  that  this 
bill  pass  at  once,  and  he  therefore  adhered  to  the 
motion  which  he  had  made.  If  the  House  de- 
sired, they^jould  go  back  into  committee  after  this 
bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  McKAV  would  suggest  to  his  friend  from 
Ohio,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  [iVlr.  Vinton,]  whether  it  was  not 
better  to  allow  this  bill  to   be  laid  aside  and  take 
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up  the  President's  message.  He  understood  that 
the  gentleman  [Mr.  Vinton]  had  a  series  of  reso- 
lutions referring  the  message.  It  was  important 
at  this  stage  of  the  session  that  some  action  should 
be  taken  upon  it  ;  it  was  now  the  22d  day  of  De- 
cember. It  was  likely  that  there  would  be  no  de- 
bate, as  he  trusted  there  would  be  none,  upon  the 
resolutions  which  would  be  moved  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  and  it  was  important  that  the 
committees  proceed  at  once  to  their  respective  du- 
ties. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  had  no  objection  to  that 
course,  and  he  would  send  up  to  the  Clerk's  table 
his  resolutions. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  he  understood  that  no 
motion  was  made  to  rise;  therefore,  the  resolu- 
tions would  he  taken  up. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  said  he  had  made  such  a  mo- 
tion, and  he  insisted  upon  it. 

Mr.  VAN  DYKE  inquired  if  this  was  the  pro- 
per time  to  offer  an  amendment  to  this  bill?  He 
understood  that  the  appropriation  of  this  million 
of  dollars  was  intended  to  cover  expenditures 
which  were  already  incurred.  If  that  was  so,  he 
had  no  objection  to  make;  if  it  were  not  so,  he 
wished  to  ofiVr  an  amendment.  ' 

Mr.  VINTON  (in  reply  to  Mr.  Van  Dyke) 
said  he  had  stated  that  the  Commissary. General 
informed  them  that  ^500,000  had  been  already 
raised  in  Mexico  upon  drafts  which  had  been  sold 
there,  and  which  were  on  their  way  here;  and 
they  expected  an  additional  amount  of  |500,000 
of  drai'ts  on  the  sanrie  account  by  the  next  train 
which  would  come  down  from  Mexico.  Of  course 
the  money  had  been  received  upon  these  drafts  in 
Mexico. 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  chairman  reported 
the  bill  to  the  House  without  amendment,  with 
the  recommendation  that  the  bill  do  pass. 

The  bill  Was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time,  and  was  engrossed,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
currence. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing message  from  the  President  of  the  United 

States: 

Washington,  December  22,  1847. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,*  containing  a  statement  of  the  meas- 
ures which  have  been  taken  in  the  execution  of 
the  act  of  3d  of  March  last,  relating  to  tlie  con- 
struction of  floating  dry-docks  at  Pensacola,  Phil- 
adelphia, and  Kittery.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

REFERENCE  OF  THE  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  again 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll  in  the 
chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Annual  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  following  resolutions: 

First.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  annual  message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress at  the  present  session  as  lias  reference  to  ihe  relations 
of  llie  United  States  with  foreign  nations;  to  the  causes  that 
brought  on  the  war  with  Mexico;  to  the  alleged  invasion  by 
Mexico  of  the  State  ofTexas;  tothecoinmencement  of  hos- 
tilitii's;  to  the  efforts  made  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  obtain  a  peace ;  to  the  cession  by  Mexico  to  the 
United  Stales  of  a  portion  of  her  territory  as  an  indemnity 
for  our  claims  on  her;  to  a  release  of  Mexico  from  her  lia- 
bilities to  our  citizens,  and  the  assumption  of  their  payment 
by  the  United  States;  together  with  the  recommendation 
that  tlie  provinces  of  New  Mexico  and  the  Californias  should 
be  retained  by  the  United  States  as  an  indemnity,  that  they 
should  hereai'ter  be  considered  constiluenl  parts  of  our  coun- 
try, ami  the  civil  laws  and  jurisdicticm  of  the  United  States 
extended  over  Iheni ;  and  the  recommendation  that  the  other 
Mexican  provinces  which  have  been  reduced  to  our  posses- 
sion by  conquest  should  continue  to  be  held  iis  a  means  of 
coercing  Mexico  to  terms  of  peace;  and  that  adequate 
componsalion  should  be  fixed  by  law  for  such  oliicers,  both 
civil  and  military,  as  may  be  employed  to  conduct  such 
Government, — be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Atiiiirs-. 

Second.  That  so  i.iucli  of  said  message  as  recommends 
that  Territorial  Governments  be  established  in  Nc^w  Mexico 
and  the  Californias,  and  the  establishment  of  a  Territorial 
Government  in  Oregon,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Territories. 

•■'  For  Report,  see  Appendix,  page  40. 
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Third.  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the 
state  and  coi.lition  of  tlie  army,  to  its  increase  and  its  oper- 
ations in  Mt'xico,  io-i  ther  with  the  rcprut  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  accmipanyiiii.' ;  aid  message,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Allairs. 

Foarth.  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the 
establishment  of  tribunals  to  try  and  punish  crimes,  and  e?;- 
ercise  jurisdiction  in  civil  cases  over  Auierican  citizens  ill 
China;  and  so  much  as  relates  to  the  iinposi'ion  and  collec- 
tion of  (Intics  on  imports  into  the  ports  of  IVl;:xlco  by  order 
of  the  Pr(^si;ielit  of  the  United  States,  and  Uie  disbursement 
of  the  moneys  so  collected,  be  reti-rrcd'to  the  Conuiiittee  on 
the  Judiciary,  with  instructions  to  said  committee  to  inquire 
and  rep.ii't  by  vviiat  law  or  autliority  said  duties  are  imposed 
and  said  moneys  di.^bur5ed. 

Fifth.  T'liat  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the 
conmi'Tce,  tonnage,  and  navigan'on  of  the  conntry,  and  lo 
the  influence  which  the  operation  of  the  snb-treasury,  the 
exclusion  of  the  receipt  of  l>ank  paper  in  payment  of  dues 
to  the  Government,  and  tiie  tariff  act  of  30th  July,  A.  D. 
1846,  have  had  and  will  have  on  the  trade  and  currency  o;' 
the  conntn',  to^-elher  witli  so  much  of  the  accompanying 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  as  relates  to  these 
subjects,  be  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Sixth.  Thai  so  much  of  said  messa'ie  as  relates  to  tlie 
subject  of  manufactures,  and  to  the  intlueiicH  of  the  tariff 
act  of  the  30th  July,  1848,  on  tlie  manulactures  of  the  comi- 
try,  together  with  so  much  of  the  accompanying  report  of 
Vv.  Sfcretary  of  the  Trea  ury  as  relates  to  this  subject,  be 
referred  to  the  Comuiitlea  on  Manufactures. 

Sev  Mith.  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the 
conditional  op-.-ratioiis  of  the  navy,  together  with  the,  accom- 
panying report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Eighth.  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the 
revenue;  of  the  public  debt,  to  the  increase  thereof;  to  the 
creation  of  a  sinking  fund;  to  a  duty  on  tea  and  coffee ; 
to  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  and  disbursement  of  the 
pubJic  moneys;  to  the  coiiiage  and  the  estahlislnnent  of  a 
branch  mint  at  the  city  of  New  York;  to  the  amendment  of 
the  sub-treasury  act;  to  the  estimated  exp'nditures  of  the 
Govern meiit;  togFther  with  so  iiincli  of  liie  accompanying 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  relates  to  the  sub- 
ject, be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  VVays  and  Means. 

Ninth.  That  so  mucii  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the 
public  lands;  to  the  graduation  and  reiluction  of  the  price 
thereof;  to  the  nm_:ndineiit  of  the  preemption  laws;  to  the 
surveying  and  brinajiig  into  market  the  lands  in  Oregon, 
toaether  with  so  much  of  the  accompanying  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasmy  as  relates  to  these  subjects,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Tenth.  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  ou:-  intcrcouise  with  them,  together  with 
so  much  of  ihe  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  as  relates  to  this  subject,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  AffMirs. 

Eleventh.  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the 
condition  and  operations  of  the  Post  Office  Department; 
to  the  collections  of  the  Biitish  Post  Office;  of  the  discrimi- 
nating postages  on  letters  and  other  nHiilal)le  matter  trans- 
ported in  American  mail  steamers,  together  with  liic  accom- 
panying report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Twellth.  That  so  much  of  said  message  .as  relates  to  agri- 
culture and  to  the  n-lief  wliich  is  therein  alleged  it  has 
derived  from  the  burdens  of  the  protective  policy  under  the 
operation  of  the  tarifi'act  of  30th  July,  1846,  and  so  much  of 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  relates  to  this 
subject,  he  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

Thirteenth.  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  recommends 
that,  provision  be  male  for  the  families  of  those  who  have 
fallen  or  died  in  the  service  in  Me.xico,  be  referred  to  a 
Select  Committee. 

Fourteenth.  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  declares  tJiat 
it  may  become  proper  for  our  Ccunmandin?  General  in  the 
field  to  give  encouragement  and  assurances  of  protection  to 
such  friends  of  peace  in  Mexico  as  will  establish  a  Gov- 
ernment there  able  and  willing  to  conclmle  a  peace  with  us 
"and  secure  to  us  the  indemnity  we  demand,"  be  referred 
to  a  Select  Committee. 

Fifteenth.  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  war  with  Mexico  ought  to  be  prosecu- 
ted and  the  policy  tliat  should  be  pursued  in  respect  to  it,  he 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  desired  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  one  of  these  resolutions,  he  did  not  know 
which.  He  moved  it  be  read;  and,  as  he  might  not 
have  the  opportunity  again,  he  should  accompany 
it  with  some  remarks  of  explanation.  The  aruend- 
ment  is  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  President's  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  acquisition  of  territory  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs,  with  instructions  that,  if  they 
shall  think  it  expedient  that  territory  be  acquired,  then  they 
shall  state  on  what  terms  and  conditions  said  territory  should 
be  received. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.  Does  what  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  pro|)oscs  as  an  amend- 
ment attach  to  the  first  resolution  .' 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  reiilied  that  he  did  not  know- 
to  what  resolution  it  would  come  in  as  an  amend- 
ment. He  did  not  know  that  it  was  necessary  to 
offer  it  now  in  order  to  make  the  remarks  he  wish- 
ed to. 

Mr.  C.J.  INGERSOLL.  If  the  gentleman  will 
allow  me  I  will  send  up  an  amendment. 


66 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Dec.  22, 


Mr.  CLINGMAN  would  not,  he  said,  allow  of 
any  suggestions,  as  lie  had  a  right  to  the  floor. 
Mr.  C.  went  on  to  say,  that,  a  few  days  ago, 
when  some  remarks  were  made  as  to  the  black 
cloud  hanging  over  the  country,  he  understood 
what  was  meant,  and  he  was  now  going  to  discuss 
that  matter.  He  hoped  that  we  should  have  a  full 
discussion  of  it,  and  he  did  not  think  that  any  evil 
would  result  (rom  it.  It  was  known  that,  upon 
one  subjecit,  hd  had  taken  a  different  view  fiom 
that  of  many  of  his  friends,  and  that  he  liad  voted 
at^ainst  the  rule  excluding  abolition  petitions.  That 
matter  was  at  an  end.  Yve  go  back  (said  Mr.  C.) 
to  the  original  position  of  the  South,  when  the 
thirteen  States  became  united;  when,  out  of  abun- 
dant caution,  they  provided  that  the  Government 
which  they  established  should  be  for  the  common 
benefit.  Every  Stale  of  the  Union  was  to  have  a 
fair  share  in  whatever  was  in  jn-ospect  or  posses- 
sion. When  the  lower  Mississippi  was  acquired, 
the  South  did  not  say  to  the  Northern  and  Middle 
States,  Keep  your  old  rivers  of  the  Potomac,  etc., 
but  you  cannot  complain  if  we  deny  you  any  share 
jn  this  river,  and  the  country  around  it.  It  had 
been  contended  that  the  Constitution  limited  slavery 
to  the  territory  originally  belonging  to  the  Union. 
But  twelve  of  the  thirteen  original  States  had 
slavery  in  them,  and  it  was  not  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  they  would  jirovide  for  their  own  exclu- 
sion from  territory  hereafter  to  be  acquired.  There 
was  no  limitation  as  to  slavery  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, except  the  provision  that  the  im)iortation  of 
slaves  should  not  be  prohibited  by  Congress  prior 
to  the  year  1808.  This  provision,  as  he  was  aware, 
was  the  result  of  a  compromise,  by  which  the 
navigation  laws  were  consented  to.  The  Consti- 
tution covered  all — bond  and  free — who  v/ere  then 
in  the  Union,  and  all  slaves  who  might  be  import- 
ed in  twenty  years  afterwards.  The  idea  of  limit- 
ing slavery  to  the  territory  then  in  the  Union  did 
not  enter  the  heads  of  the  framers  of  the  Consti- 
tution. The  distribution  of  slaves  into  new  terri- 
tories did  not  increase  the  number  of  slaves. 

A  distinguished  southern  statesman  [Mr.  Cal- 
Houx]  had  said  that  new  territory  acquired  was 
held  for  the  benefit  of  all,  and  that  Congress  could 
not  prevent  slaves  from  going  into  such  territory. 
This,  he  thought,  was  a  superficial  view  of  the 
subject.  He  admitted  that  the  territory  was  held 
in  common  for  all;  but  it  did  not  follow  that  it 
must  be  used  in  common.  It  might  be  divided. 
The  army  and  the  treasury  belonged  to  all  in  com- 
mon, but  might  be  divided.  Congress,  he  con- 
tended, had  the  same  i^ower  over  the  Territories 
as  a  local  legislature.  IjUt  it  was  said  that  slavery 
was  unnatural.  Slavery  was  found  in  all  ages  and 
nations  in  the  world.  Some  nations  had  not  recog- 
nized property  in  land,  but  all  nations  had  recog- 
nized it  in  persons.  Every  nation  recognized  it  in 
persons  till  within  five  centuries  ago.  It  was  pre- 
posterous to  call  the  southern  institution  of  slavery 
pecidiar.  It  was  the  northern  institutions  which 
were  peculiar.  It  was  evident  that  Congress  had 
recognized  properly  in  persons.  If  you  established 
slavery  in  all  the  Stales  and  Territories,  or  ex- 
cluded it  entiiely,  it  would  be  a  breach  of  trust. 
Our  Government  ought  to  divide  new  territory  so 
as  to  accommodate  the  South  and  the  North.  It 
was  seen,  at  an  early  day,  that  .some  of  the  Slates, 
then  tolerating  slavery,  would  soon  be  relieved 
from  it;  and  therefore  the  old  Confederation  left 
the  Northwestern  Territory  free  from  slavery. 
When  Missouri  came  into  the  Union,  a  portion  of 
the  territory  was  also  set  apart  as  free  territory. 
He  did  not  contend  that  the  Government  would  be 
justified  in  taking  territory  for  the  purpose  of 
strengthening  any  one  portion  of  the  Uiiion.  But 
if  northern  territory  were  obtained,  let  it  be  free; 
if  southern,  let  it  be  slave-holding;  and  if  west- 
ern, let  it  be  divided.  Able  men  had  contended 
that  Congress  had  power  to  exclude  slavery, 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  inconsistent  with  a 
rcpubiii;an  form  of  Govcrnmeni;  but  he  could 
show  that  there  was  no  such  rigiit.  Some  of 
hia  northern  friends  had  considered  the  exten- 
sion of  slavery  as  unfair  to  the  North;  but  he 
showed  that,  in  the  Convention,  Rufus  King  and 
others  had  admitted  that  some  regard  should  be 
liad  to  the  South,  in  reference  to  representalion, 
because  the  South  possessed  most  of  the  wealth  of 
the  country.  But  as  u  practical  objection,  that  of 
increase  of  the  political  power  of  the  slave  States 
hiid  no  wei:;ht.  There  were  no  slaves  im|)ortr'd, 
aud  every  ulave  was  now  represented.    It  wasonly 


in  this  House  that  slaves  were  represented;  and 
that  representation  coidd  not  be  increased  by  the 
extension  of  territory  in  which  slavery  is  tolerated. 
The  number  of  non-slaveholding  States,  also, 
would  be  multiplied  much  faster  than  that  of  the 
slaveholding  States.' 

There  is  no  danger  in  the' existence  of  mere  po- 
litical parties  in  this  country:  the  danger  lies  in 
connecting  party  politics  with  abolitionism.  We 
have  always  had,  and  always  will  have,  parties. 
Their  existence  is  safest  when  they  exist  on  the 
general  conduct  of  an  administration.  The  ma- 
jority and  minority,  coming  in  conflict  in  each 
State,  enlighten  each  other.  The  danger  is  when 
you  divide  men  into  classes — when  you  try,  for 
instance,  to  range  the  ]30or  against  the  rich.  Then 
you  appeal  to  men's  passions.  The  most  danger- 
ous divisions  of  the  people  are  those  which  you 
make  by  geographical  lines.  There  is  a  strong 
attachment  to  country,  which  this  calls  up.  In 
every  instance  of  this  kind,  the  country  in  which 
they  occurred  has  been  broken  to  pieces.  General 
Washington,  foreseeing  these  things,  warned  us 
agaigst  geograjihical  divisions.  The  framers  of 
the  Constitution  appreiiended  evil  from  this;  but 
their  fears  have  hitherto  proved  themselves  un- 
founded. It  is  remarkable,  that,  for  the  last  fifteen 
or  twenty  years,  the  candidate  for  President  ob- 
taining a  majority  in  the  whole  Union,  also 
obtained  a  majority  in  both  sections  of  the 
Union. 

Several  attempts  have  been  made  to  get  up  these 
geographical  divisions.  TheMissoui-i  controversy 
was  got  up  by  northern  politicians.  The  next 
that  came,  he  was  sorry  to  say,  came  from  the 
South.  He  was  sorry  that  this  made  it  necessary 
for  him  to  refer  to  politicians  now  among  us;  but 
justice  compelled  him  to  make  the  reference.  Af- 
ter the  settlement  of  the  nullification  difficulties, 
Mr.  Calhoun  found  himself  in  an  uncomfortable 
situation.  The  United  States  Telegraph  became 
his  organ.  Though  shorn  of  its  strength,  it  still 
had  ils  influence.  It  abused  southern  men  as 
"  collar  men;"  it  abused  also  northern  politicians. 
Pie  quoted  from  the  Richmond  Enquirer  and  the 
Pennsylvanian,  of  the  same  political  party,  in  con- 
demnation of  its  course.  Some  went  even  so  far 
as  to  insinuate  that  the  existence  of  the  Union 
was  intentionally  threatened.  But  that  he  would 
not  affirm  or  deny — he  dealt  only  with  facts. 

Meetings  were  held  at  the  North.  One  was  held 
in  Philadelphia;  another  in  Boston,  in  which  Har- 
rison Gray  Otis  was  one  of  the  speakers.  The 
Telegraph  became  more  rabid  in  its  atlacks.  Our 
friends  at  the  North  were  cooled;  and  yet  in  the 
South  (out  of  South  Carolina)  there  were  not  five 
per  cent,  of  the  population  in  favor  of  the  princi- 
ples of  nullification.  They  numbered  only  about 
as  many  as  the  abolitionists  in  the  North. 

In  1836,  another  attempt  was  made  to  get  up  this 
sectional  feeling.  It  was  represented  that  Mr.  Van 
Burcn  was  opposed  to  the  South,  and  yet  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  elected  by  both  sections".  In  1840,  the 
attempt  was  again  revived.  The  charge  changed 
sides,  and  Mr.  Van  Buren 's  opponent  was  charged 
with  abolition.  Yet  Harrison  was  elected  by  both 
sections  of  the  country.  Abolition  seemed  to  kill 
whatever  it  look  hold  of.  Did  time  permit,  it 
might  be  shown  that  it  was  not  southern  influence 
that  killed  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  1844  in  the  Baltimore 
Convention,  but  the  politicians  who  doubted  his 
availability  killed  him. 

The  le;iders  of  the  anti-slavery  movement  now 
say  slavery  must  not  be  extended — the  slave  power 
must  not  be  increased.  But  all  slaves  are  now 
counted  and  represented.  We  are  told  that  a  south- 
ern man  casts  a  vote  for  himself,  and  thiee  votes 
for  every  five  slaves.  To  this  he  might,  with  as 
much  justice,  reply,  that  a  northern  man  votes  once 
for  himself,  and  casts  five  votes  for  every  five  of 
the  free  colored  population.  If  the  South  should 
lii)erate  her  slaves,  they  would  still  be  counted  in 
the  population.  The  charge  that  it  degrades  free 
labor,  is  unfounded.  If  such  objectors  would  carry 
out  their  principles,  they  must  vote  to  expel  the 
black  population  and  the  Irish.  It  is  unjust  to  call 
us  slave  or  man-stealers.  Slaves  were  brought  into 
this  country  by  northern  ship-owners;  and  the 
South  might  as  well  ask  the  money  paid  by  their 
ancestors  to  the  ancestors  of  the  northern  people 
for  In-inixiug  over  the  slaves,  as  the  North  now  to 
ask  for  the  liberation  of  the  slaves. 

We  now  hear  again  the  language  of  Duff  Green 
repeated  st  ihe  North — "  The  time  has  come — the 


issue  must  be  met;"  t-nd  those  who  thus  talk, 
boast  of  their  bravery  in  meeting  the  issue.  But 
those  who  are  readiest  to  fling  others  into  peril,  are 
themselves  generally  the  most  craven  cowards. 
When  sectional  grounds  turn  a  presidential  election, 
hen  the  Union  is  truly  at  an  end. 

Mr.  C.  here  noticed  the  revolution  in  the  bearing 
of  one  State  or  section  upon  another,  compared 
with  the  state  of  affiiirs  existing  at  the  time  of  the 
formation  of  the  Constitution,  and  continued  : 
Some  think  the  South  would  be  feeble  if  the  Union 
were  dissolved.  No  man  would  regret  a  dissolu- 
tion more  than  he;  and  yet  the  South  could  stand. 
She  could  increase  her  territory  south,  for  there 
we  have  a  weak  neighbor.  The  North  has  a  pow- 
erful neighbor.  The  South  could  thus  easily  be 
increased,  while  the  laws  of  trade  and  commerce 
would  also  be  in  her  favor.  It  is  useless  to  taunt 
the  South  with  being  "  traitors"  to  freedom,  while 
they  can  boast  of  Marshall,  Gaston,  Flenry,  Jeflfer- 
son,  Davie,  and  Rutledge — while  they  can  point  to 
the  valor  displayed  at  Baltimore  and  New  Orleans, 
or  to  the  more  recent  glorious  deeds  in  Mexico, 
where  the  troops  from  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and 
South  Carolina  so  distinguished  themselves.  Of 
South  Carolina,  he  would  say  that  her  people  were 
generous,  liberal,  manly,  and  brave.  He  knew 
General  Butler  well;  and  when  he  fell,  he  left  no 
nobler  soldier  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  country. 
But  what  was  to  be  the  result  of  all  this.'  Rufus 
King  said  the  South  would  never  come  into  the 
Confederacy;  or,  if  it  did,  it  would  have  the  liber- 
ty at  any  time  to  withdraw  from  it.  He  (Mr.  C.) 
was  not  empowered  to  speak  for  the  South.  Look 
at  her  history  for  sixty  years.  She  had  tasted  of 
freedom,  and  it  did  not  pall  upon  her  taste.  She 
would  uphold  the  principles  of  the  Constitution  as 
long  as  human  courage  could  uphold  them.  What 
the  Circassian  feels  for  liberty — what  the  Athenian 
felt  at  Thermopyire — what  the  Spartan  king  felt 
for  his  country — this,  and  n'iore  than  this,  is  due 
from  every  American  citizen  to  the  Constitution. 
But  even  if  the  Constitution  should  be  changed, 
the  Soulh  will  submit  to  no  degradation;  and  yeS 
she  will  deal  with  the  race  intrusted  by  Providence 
to  her  care  better  than  England  does  with  her  Irish 
or  East  India  population.  Nor  would  she  ever 
extinguish  them,  as  New  England  did  the  Pequod 
tribe  of  Indians.  She  will  never  sink  to  the  level 
of  Mexico,  much  less  to  that  of  St.  Domingo.  The 
"progressive  democracy  "  of  the  North  may  go  on  as 
Rome  did  after  the  days  ofthe  Gracchi,  or  as  France 
did  in  her  revolution.  It  would  be  vain  to  expect  that 
the  stream  divided  would  bear  as  much  as  when 
united.  The  separation  would  be  sad.  Thesame 
sun  and  moon  would  shine  upon  us,  but  thatidenii- 
ty  of  mind  and  feeling  would  be  gone;  and  the  great 
constitutional  edifice  would  fade,  like  the  palace  of 
Aladdin,  in  the  mist  of  the  morning.  How  could 
we  contemplate  such  a  state  of  things  without  sor- 
row .'  Could  he  ever  gaze  upon  the  gallant  Scott 
as  a  mere  Wellington  or  a  Soult,  or  could  the 
North  look  upon  Taylor  as  an  alien.'  Could  any 
one  separate  Hardin  from  Clay,  who  fell  side  by 
side  at  Buena  Vista.'  There  was,  he  hoped,  a 
strong,  good  common  sense  in  the  country,  which 
would  ever  control  the  action  of  the  Government — 
a  community  of  interests  which  no  party  feeling 
could  destroy.  We  had  a  common  ancestry,  his- 
tory, and  desliny.  There  were  Adams  and  .Teifer- 
son;  there  were  Bunker  Hill  and  Yorktown;  there 
were  Franklin  and  Washington, — names  whose 
power  was  like  that  of  giants  around  the  Consti- 
tution; such  names  and  associations  as  no  nation 
ever  had.  If  we  destroy  that  Constitution,  we 
would  deserve  a  situation  as  low  as  it  might  have 
otherwise  been  high. 

Mr.  C.  having  concluded,  the  resolutions  of  Mr. 
Vinton  were  again  read. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  proposed  his  amendment; 
but,  after  a  word  of  conversation,  withdrew  it  for 
the  present. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  rose  and  inquired  what  was 
the  question  now  before  the  committee.' 

The  C1L\1RMAN.  The  question  is  on  the 
whole  undivided  annual  message  ofthe  President, 
There  has  been  no  division  of  the  resolutions  at 
all,  and  they  are  all  open  to  consideration  as  a  sin- 
gle resolution.  * 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Has  it  not  been  usual,  in 
considering  the  ProKident's  message,  to  consider 
the  several  resolutions  separately  in  the  order  in 
which  they  stand  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.     It  is  for  the  eommittee  to 
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determine  how  they  will  proceed.  The  reso- 
Kuions  are  divisible,  or  they  may  be  considered 
to*^ctlicr. 

Mr.  GID DINGS.  Then,  as  a  member  of  the 
committee,  I  call  for  a  division  of  the  question,  and 
I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  first  resolution. 

The  first  resolution  was  accordingly  read. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  wished  to  inquire  whether  that 
portion  of  the  President's  message  which  calls 
upon  Congress  to  make  an  appropriation  to  pay 
for  slaves  lost  on  board  the  Amistad,  by  that  reso- 
lution would  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs? 

Mr.  VINTON  replied  that  that  resolution  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  all  our 
relations  with  foreign  countries.  This,  as  he  un- 
derstood, was  a  claim  set  up  on  the  part  of  Spain 
for  an  indemnity.  It  would  therefore  go  to  this 
committee. 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  chairman  reported 
progress, 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  that  the  resolutions  moved 
by  Mr.  Vinton  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  President's  message 
this  day  be  printed.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  read,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed: 

Resolved,  Tlwt  so  much  of  the  message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  at  the 
present  session,  as  relates  to  the  existing  war  with  Mexico, 
to  tlie  condition  of  our  citizens  in  Oliina,  and  tlie  propriety 
'Of  making  payment  to  the  Spanish  Government  m  the  Am- 
istad case,  together  witli  the  accompanying  correspondence 
in  reliition  thereto,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  condition  and  operations  of  the  army,  the  propriety  of 
increasing  tlie  same,  and  levying  contributions  upon  the 
enemy,  together  witii  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aftairs. 

Reiolccil,  Thatsu  much  of  tlie  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  establishment  of  a  Territorial  Government  in  Oregon, 
New  Mexico,  and  the  Califernias,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the 
condition  of  the  treasury,  to  the  means  of  obtaining  money 
to  prosecute  the  war  with  Mexico,  the  propriety  of  im- 
jiosing  a  duty  on  tea  and  coiiee,  the  v«arehousing  system, 
the  coiistitntionai  treasury,  and  the  propriety  of  establish- 
ing a  branch  mint  at  New  York,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the 
•graduation  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  the  amendment 
and  modification  of  the  laws  granting  preemption  rights  to 
settlers,  to  the  establishment  of  a  surveyor  general's  office 
in  Oregon,  and  the  grant  of  lands  tiierein  to  actual  settlers, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  our 
relations  with  the  various  Indian  tribes,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  Indian  agents  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  .\ffairs. 

ilesoii'ffrf,  Tliat  somueh  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the 
condition  and  operations  of  t!ie  navy,  to  the  increase  of  sea 
stfamers,  together  with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the 
progress  and  condition  of  the  mail  service,  the  operation  of 
the  Post  Office  IJepartinent,  and  the  postage  arrangements 
with  foreign  Governinents,  together  with  the  report  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  he  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  B.  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  a  proper 
time,  offer  them  as  a  substitute  to  those  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vinton.] 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

llesoJue(i,Thatthe  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  light-house 
at  Sabine  Pass,  in  the  State  of  Texas. 

SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTE. 

Ill  pursuance  of  the  act  establishing  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution — 

The  SPEAKER  reappointed  Mr.  FIilliard,  of 
Alabama,  a  regent  of  the  said  Institution;  and  add- 
ed Mr.  Marsh,  of  Vermont,  and  Mr.  McClel- 
land, of  Michigan,  to  the  board  of  regents  on  the 
part  of  the  House,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Hough  and 
Mr.  Owen,  whose  terms  have  expired. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  presented  the  petition  of 
Major  G.  Tochmun,  attorney  and  counsel  of  the 
heirs-at-law  of  General  Thaddeus  Kosciusko,  pray- 
ing to  give  jurisdiction  of  their  cases  to  the  United 
States  circuit  court  of  the  fourth  circuit,  and  to 
take  such  measures  as  the  Congress  may  deem 
proper  to  restrain  Mr.  D.  Bodisco,  Minister  froin 
RiLssia,  from  interfering  with  Major  T.'s  profes- 
sional pursuits  in  this  country. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned  till  twelve 
o'clock,  to-morrow. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  December  23,  1847. 

The  Hon.  Arthur  P.  Bagby,  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  appeared  in  tlie  Senate  to-day. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  Mr;  Walker, 
his  Private  Secretary,  transmitting  a  report  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  relation  to  the 
measures  adopted  under  the  act  of  the  last  session 
in  relation  to  the  construction  of  floating  dry 
docks  at  Pensacoia,  Philadelphia,  and  Kittery; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  the  memorial  of 
John  Black,  late  consul  of  the  United  States  at 
the  city  of  Mexico,  praying  compensation  for 
diplomatic  services:  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Adjutant  of  the  United  States  Mili- 
tary Academy  at  West  Point,  pra)nng  that  he 
may  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  with  respect 
to  pay  and  allowances  as  adjutants  of  regiments; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  Secretary  and  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  pray- 
ing that,  in  the  removal  of  colored  people  to  Li- 
beria, they  be  exempted  from  the  provisions  of 
the  acts  of  22d  February  and  2d  March,  1847, 
and  left  to  the  act  of  2d  March,  1819,  or  be 
allowed  to  carry  two  passengers  to  every  five  tons 
of  measurement;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  the  memorial  of  Mary  W. 
Thompson,  widow  of  the  late  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Alexander  R.  Thompson,  of  the  United  States 
army,  deceased,  in  behalf  of  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  praying 
that  the  present  pension  laws  may  be  so  amended 
as  to  make  their  pensions  equal  to  those  of  the 
widows  of  revolutionary  officers;  and  to  continue 
them  during  life  or  widowhood,  instead  of  five 
years  only;  and  to  include  those  families  whose 
husbands  and  fathers  have  died  in  the  military 
service  from  exposure  and  disease  from  the  fate 
of  an  inhospitable  climate. 

On  presenting  this  memorial, 

Mr.  CASS  said  :  I  hold  in  my  hand  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, the  memorial  of  the  widow  of  an  American 
officer  who  has  fallen  in  battle;  and  after  the  very 
eloquent  eulogium  pronounced  upon  those  officers 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  York — an 
eulogium  not  less  true  in  its  sentiments  than  elo- 
quently expressed — I  consider  it  perfectly  unne- 
cessary for  me  to  do  anything  more  than  to  present 
the  memorial,  and  move  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  I  therefore  move  its 
reference  to  that  committee. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  the  memorial  of  J.  Kears- 
ley,  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Detroit,  Michi- 
gan, praying  remuneration  for  moneys  expended 
by  hitn  for  clerk  hire  ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAGBY,  it  was     ■ 

Ordered,  That  the   documents   relating  to  the  claim   of 

George  S.  Gaines,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to 

the  Committee  on  Indi:ui  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BAGBY,  it  was 
Ordered,  Thnt  the  petition  of  Stephen  Steele  and  James 
Daniel,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DICKINSON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  Lyon  and  Howard  have  leave  to  withdraw 
their  petition  and  papers. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Md.,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution  for  consideration  : 

Resolved, TUM  the  Secretary  of  War  infm-m  the  Senate: 

First.  What  has  been  the  whole  number  of  volunteer 
troops  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  since  the 
13th  May,  1846. 

Second.  Of  the  troops  so  called,  what  has  been  the  whole 
number  discharged  from  such  service  before  their  term  of 
service  had  expired,  and  what  the  number  mustered  out  of 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Third.  What  has  been  the  whole  number  of  troops  in 
Mexico  belonging  to  the  regular  army  of  the  United  States 
since  the  l.'JtIi  May,  IS-IR. 

Fourth.     What  is  the  numborof  troops  now  in  Mexico. 

Fifth.     What  has  been  the  wholo  number  of  officers  and 


men  belonging  either  to  the  regular  army  or  the  volunteers 
who  have  been  killed  or  died  of  wounds  received  in  battle 
since  tlie  Till  May,  1846. 

Sixth.  What  has  been  the  whole  number  of  officers  and 
men  of  the  regular  army  or  volunteers  wounded  in  battle 
since  the  7th  May,  184C,  who  have  not  died  of  their 
wounds. 

Mr.  BALDVv^IN  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  instructed 
to  inquire  intotheexpediencyand  propriety  of  extending  the 
benefit  of  the  provi-ion  of  the  act  of  3d  of  MarcJi,  1815,  en- 
titled "An  Act  renewing  certain  naval  pensions  for  the 
term  of  live  years,"  to  all  pensions  of  a  similar  kind  which 
have  expired  since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  3d  of  March, 
1847. 

REPORTS   FROM  COMMITTEES, 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  had  been  referred 
the  joint  resolution  in  favor  of  David  Shaw  and 
Solomon  T.  Corser,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  had  been  referred 
the  documents  relating  to  the  claim  of  Thomas 
Rhodes,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Pihodes;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.^BADGER,  froin  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Commo- 
dore Foxail  A.  Parker,  of  the  United  States  Navy; 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  FAIRFIELD,  from  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  assistant  pursers  in  the  navy  ;  which 
was  read  the  first  and  second  times  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  the  farther  consideration  thereof  post- 
poned until  Monday. 

[This  bill  authorizes  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  appoint,  by  warrant,  twelve  assistant 
pursers,  whose  compensation  shall  be  §500  while 
on  furlough  or  waiting  orders,  1^750  while  on  shore 
duty,  and  ^1,000  while  on  sea  service.  They  are 
to  be  subject  to  all  the  rules  aad  regulations  of  the 
service;  to  give  bond  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
in  a  sum  not  less  than  §10,000;  and  from  and  after 
two  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  all  appoint- 
ments of  pursers  to  be  made  from  assistant  purs- 
ers.] 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Loui- 
siana, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  continue  the  pensions  of  certain  widows;  which 
was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  rer'erred  to  the  Committe,e  on  Pen- 
sions. 

[The  object  of  this  bill  is  to  continue  in  force  the 
act  of  17th  June,  1844,  for  five  years  longer,  from 
and  after  the  3d  March,  1848.] 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  their 
Clerk: 

Mr.  President:  The  House  of  Representatives 
have  passed  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  to 
supply  in  part  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for 
subsistence  in  kind  of  the  army  and  volunteers 
during  the  jTar  ending  the  30th  June,  1847. 

The  said  bill  having  been  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  by  unanimous  consent,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

THE    MADISON  PAPERS. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  CRITTENDEN 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  purchase  of  the  manuscript  papers  of 
the  late  James  Madison,  former  President  of  the 
United  States. - 

The  bill  having  been  read  a  first  time — 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  desired  that  it  might  have 
a  second  reading,  with  a  view  to  reference. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time. 

[This  bill  allows  for  all  the  unpublished  manu- 
script papers  of  the  late  James  Madison  |,25,000; 
1^5,000  of  said  sum  to  be  paid  to  her,  and  the  re- 
maining ^20,0CH)  to  theScrretaries  of  State  and 
Navy  and'  Richard  Smith,  to  be  invested  in  the 
most  advantageous  manner  for  her  benefit,  and  the 
interest  to  be  paid  over  to  her  as  it  accrues;  the 
same  to  be  inalienable  during  her  lifetime  as  a  per- 
manent fund  for  her  maintenance,  but  subject  to 
be  disposed  of  as  she  may  please  by  her  last  will 
and  testament.] 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  remarked,  that  he  did  not 
know  which  would  be  the  most  appropriate  com- 
mittee to  which  to  refer  the  bill;  he  supposed  the 
Committee  on  the  Library. 
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Mr.  BERRIEN.  If  the  honorable  Senator  will 
permit  me,  I  will  observe,  that  this  bill,  at  the  last 
ses.sion,  p:\s?scd  this  b.)dy  almost  without  a  ilisseiit- 
iwr  voire,  ajt  least  by  a  very  decided  majority. 
There  was  a  very  decided  expression  of  the  will 
of  the  Senate  to  make  the  purchase  of  these  papers 
for  the  benelit  of  the  veneralile  and  estimable  lady 
to  whom  they  belong,  and  I  do  really  hope  that  the 
feeling  of  the  Senile  will  prompt  them  to  dispense 
with  the  ordinary  formal  mode  of  reference  to  a 
committee-,  and  with  their  permission  1  will  move 
that  the  bill  be  now  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  CRlTTENDEiN'.  1  should  be  most  happy 
if  sitch  a  course  should  be  taken,  and  perhaps 
there  will  bo  no  objection  on  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  bill  is,  in  principle,  exactly  the  same  as 
that  which  passed  at  the  last  session.  Accord- 
ins:  to  the  arrangement  with  Mrs.  Madison  and 
some  of  herfiicnds,  and  reduced  to  the  form  of  a 
special  contract,  placed  in  my  possession,  it  was 
ao;reed,  that  if  the  purchase  of  these  papers  should 
be  made  by  Congress,  only  ■^5,000  of  the  purchase 
money  was  to  he  paid  into  her  hands  at  [iresent; 
the  residue  of  5p2O,00O  to  be  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Buchanan,  Si^cretary  of  St:Ue,  Mr.  Mason, 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  R.iciiard  Smith,  Esq., 
a  respectable  citizen  of  the  District;  to  be  lield  by 
them  a.s  her  trustees,  and  to  be  used  by  them  for 
her  benefit;  to  be  invested  in  stocks  or  otherwise, 
accordinjj  to  their  best  discretion,  fir  her  interests; 
to  be  inalienable  during  her  lifetime,  to  constitute 
a  perpetual  fund  for  her  maintenance,  and  subject 
to  be  disposed  of  only  by  her  last  will  and  testa- 
ment.   These  are  the  provisions  of  the  contract. 

Mr.  President,  I  do  not  propose  to  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Senate  further  than  to  remark,  that  1 
hold  in  my  hand  an  alile  report  made  by  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  which 
•ii  distinguished  momhcr  of  that  body — now  no 
more — the  lute  Mr.  Dromgoole — was  the  Chair- 
man, in  which  the  papers  are  classified  and  de- 
scribed in  such  a  manner  as  to  convince  every  one 
who  appreciates  the  character  of  Mr.  Madison  for 
virtue  and  wisdom,  of  their  great  value  and  im- 
portance to  this  country.  Nothing,  indeed,  could 
come  from  the  pen  of  .VJr.  Madison  that  would  not 
be  a  precious  relic  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  No  statesman  more  judicious, 
more  pure,  more  temperate,  than  he,  has  ever  ap- 
]ieared  in  tlm  poliiical  annals  of  tliis  country. 
These  are  writings  and  mtanorials  which  will  ac- 
quire additional  value  from  the  hand  of  time;  they 
are  not  of  that  trifling  and  ephemeral  character 
that  will  pass  away,  or  whose  value  v/ill  be  ex- 
liausled  and  forgotten  in  a  moment.  They  are 
"for  all  time."  Tiiey  are  the  productions  of  a 
man  living  at  a  most  important  period  in  the 
history  of  this  country,  and  a  man  who  was  him- 
self one  of  the  great  founders  of  our  institutions — 
one  of  the  principal  architects  in  erecting  the 
mighty  structure  of  this  Republic. 

It  ia  to  some  extent  to  be  attributed  to  the  in- 
fluence of  his  mighty  work  and  most  comprehen- 
sive mind  that  we  hold  our  seals  this  day,  and 
that  this  Government  exists.  Everything  said 
and  everything  done  by  such  a  man  must  be 
calculated  to  reflect  light  upon  our  institutions; 
must  be  worthy  to  be  read,  to  be  studied,  sir,  and 
followed  as  an  exainple  by  us,  and  handed  down 
to  our  children — not  merely  the  printed  volumes, 
but  the  manuscript,  in  his  own  writing,  to  which 
we  may  point,  and  lay  up  forever  in  the  reposito- 
ries of  the  treasury. 

I  am  one  of  those  who  believe,  .sir,  that  a  h'lier 
of  Mr.  Madison's,  in  manuscript,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  years  hence,  will  be  worth  more  than 
whole  volumes  of  ordinary  j)rinted  works.  The 
cost  v/ill  be  nothing  in  comparison  with  their 
value. 

There  are  other  considerations  applicable  to  this 
subject,  that  urn  better  nndorstootl  than  IJiey  can 
be  expressed,  by  every  member  of  this  body.  1 
nhall  Hay  no  more  in  reference  to  them;  but  when 
I  consider  the  character  of  those  works — their  im- 
porinnce  to  the  people  of  the  United  Slates — when 
I  consider  the  character  of  the  estimable  lady  to  be 
benefited  and  to  receive  the  v.alue  which  we  are  to 
f^iye  for  these  papers,  it  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  we 
will  perform  at  once  n  public  duty  and  a  graceful 
act,  in  making  the  coming  yenr  happy  to  her  who 
yet  remains  the  relict  of  one  who  contributed  so 
largely  to  make  this  mighty  country  what  it  is.  I 
iione,  therefore,  that  the  motimi  made  agamst  the 
reference  will  be  adopted,  and  ihul  the  Senate  will 


now  at  once  proceed  to  act  finally  upcm  this  bill.  ] 
If  there  be  gentlemen,  as  there  may  be,  who  arc 
opposed,  upon  principle,  to  the  passage  of  such  a 
law,  I  hope  that  they  will  be  satisfied  to  discharge 
what  they  consider  to  be  their  duty,  by  voting 
against  it — conscientiously  and  honorably  -is  I 
know  they  will,  if  they  vole  at  all — but  that  they 
will  allow  the  friends  of  the  measure  to  bring  it  to 
a  final  vote,  by  permilling  the  bill  now  to  be  put 
on  its  passage. 

Mr.  NILES.  I  hope  the  bill  will  have  its  usual 
reference. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  will  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion for  the  passage  of  the  bill,  if  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut  means  to  oppose  it. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  What  is  tlie  question  before  the 
Senate. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  explained  that 
the  bill  had  been  read  a  second  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  on  taking  it  up  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole. 

Mr.  NILES.  I  have  the  floor,  I  believe,  sir. 
I  hope  this  bill  will  be  referred  to  the  committee. 
I  think  that  this  is  not  a  suiiject  to  be  acted  upon 
without  due  c<uisideration.  This  thing  seeip.s  to 
be  increasing  upon  us,  and  it  is  diflicult  to  say 
where  it  is  to  end.  If  this  bill  is  intended  to  au- 
thorize the  purclinse  of  valualile  manuscripts  con- 
nected with  the  history  of  this  countr}',  it  certainly 
requires  consideration,  and,  more  than  almost  any 
other  subject,  demands  the  action  of  a  committee. 
We  do  not  know  what  those  manuscripts  are.' 
We  know  something  certainly  of  the  character  of 
Mr.  Madison;  we  all  have  a  just  estimation  of 
that;  but  we  know  not  what  these  pa]")ers  are — 
whether  they  consist  of  correspondence;  whether 
they  are  his  private  journals,  or  what  they  are. 
We  know  nothing  at  all  about  them.  And  I  beg 
leave  to  remind  the  Senate  that  we  have  already 
purchased  what  was  supposed  to  be  the  most  val- 
uable part  of  the  papers  of  Mr.  Madison.  We 
purchased  them,  sir,  at  an  expense  of  thirty-five 
thousand  dollars.  I  happened  to  be  here  at  that 
time,  and  supposed  we  had  purchased  everything 
of  any  value  connected  with  the  history  of  the 
country — everything  that  was  at  all  necessary  to 
be  preserved.  But  it  now  appears  that  every- 
thing valuable  has  been  kept  back;  and  after  we 
iTiake  this  second  purchase,  we  may  be  called  upon 
in  after  years  to  purchase  what  will  still  remain. 
Where  this  course  of  proceeding  is  to  end,  it  is 
certainly  diflicult  to  foresee,  if  we  are  to  be  called 
on  to  make  these  appropriations  for  the  heirs  or 
widows  of  all  our  distinguished  men.  I  hope  the 
reference  will  lie  made. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  If  it  would  be  proper 
for  me,  1  would  be  very  glad  to  occupy  a  moment 
— not  more — in  reading  a  description  of  these 
papers  ;is  contained  in  the  report  made  by  Mr. 
Dri^mgooi.e.  The  honoiable  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut, if  I  understand  him  aright,  said  that  we 
do  not  know  what  these  papers  are.  They  are 
these  : 

Volmne  l.st.  Ths  papers  relating  to  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation and  Coiistitnfidn  of  Viifrinia;  letters  of  James 
Madison  to  Jcfierson,  Monroe,  Pendleton,  Rnndolpli.VVasii- 
iiittton,  and  Madison,  senior,  up  to  the  oonnncncement  of 
thrnewgovernniOiit,  with  aiipundi-x  containing  notes  of  eon- 
fid  ricies  and  confederation. 

Voluniu  2(1.  The  letters  of  the  iibovo  n.impd  and  others, 
dnrinijthe  ndniiiiistrations  of  Washington  and  Adams;  n;- 
piililican  view  of  tlic  i)olicy  of  those;  administrations;  notes 
of  conv<!rsatioris  and  papers  conneotcd  with  his  conlidcntial 
int-rcouise  with  Washini^ton  ;  his  character;  and  c.vplana- 
lion  of  the  enigma  in  Giles's  impeachmcntof  H  unilfon. 

Volnmfiod.  Tlie  letters  to  foreign  ministers  and  diplo- 
m  itie  fmiclinnarie.s,  headd  ofdepartinents,  military  ami  naval 
conmianderji,  Presidents  and  e.x-Presirients  .Icfierson  and 
Monroe,  and,  if  necessary,  to  George  Joy,  Henry  VVheatoii, 
<'.  i.  Iiigersoll,  Andrew  Stevenson,  John  Adams,  J.  Q..  Ad- 
ams, W.  C.  Itives,  &.C.,  to  the  close  of  either  adininitration, 
or  to  include  the  wimh;  correspondence  with  Jefferson  and 
Monroe,  as  may  he  necessary  to  (ill  the  volume;  showing 
the  polieyof  these  administrations. 

Volume  4lli.  l^etters  and  writings  on  constitutional  suh- 
jccts. 

Volume  5th.  Essays  and  hitters  on  political  economy,  Inw 
of  nations,  juridical,  historical,  natural  liistorj',  iitc,  may 
make  (Mit  this  volume — may  include  also  printed  essays  in 
French,  |)oliiical  observatiims  in  I'lHo,  nnd  e.vaniinaiion  of 
lirilish  iloelrine,  &c.;  some  essays  to  he  found  witli  (he  pa 
pers  relating  to  Washington  ;  and  possihly  this  fund  and 
what  may  h  ■  taken  from  the  miscellaneous  mass,  may  make 
the  r)tli  and  Gth  vidinnes,  nnd  leave  the  iniseellancous  lor 
the  7tli. 

Volume  Gtli.     Miscellaneous. 

This  will  give  an  adequate  idea  of  the  deep  in- 
terest of  these  jiapera.  I  know  perfectly  well  that 
it  is  the  honest  conviction  of  my  friend  from  Cnn- 
iieclicul  which  produces  his  o])|)o.siiion.     It  is  an 


opposition,  I  am  sure,  contrary  to  his  own  feel- 
ings. A  sense  of  duty  alone  impels  him,  for  which 
I  have  the  greatest  possible  re.--pect;  but  I  hope 
that  upon  reconsideration  of  this  matter,  and  after 
this  information  as  to  the  character  of  the  papers, 
the  honorable  gentleman  will  be  satisfied  with 
such  opposition  as  he  may  feel  constrained  to 
make  by  his  vote,  and  allow  ws  to  act  upon  the 
bill. 

Mr.  NILES.  If  it  be  the  wish  of  the  Senate  to 
act  upon  the  bill  at  this  time,  I  will  withdraw  my 
motion  fur  reference,  and  merely  ask  that  the 
question'be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  l  hope  the  honorable  Senator 
will  postfione  this  bill  for  a  day  or  two,  until  we 
look  into  it. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Certainly,  if  the  Sena- 
tor wishes!  it.     I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  I  move  its  postponement  until 
Monday. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  And  let  it  be  made  the 
special  order  of  the  day  for  that  day.' 

Mr.  SEVIER.     Certainly. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  ac- 
cordingly postponed,  and  it  was  made  the  special 
order  of  the  dav  for  Mrmday  next. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Will  the  bill  be  printed 
as  a  matter  of  course.' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.     Certainly. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky 
referred  to  a  report  containing  a  description  of  the 
papers.  I  wish  to  have  that  report  printed  also. 
I  hope  it  will  be  printed  with  the  bill. 

The  question  was  taken  on  printing  the  report, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 
On  motion,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  when  the  Senate  adjourns,  it  ad- 
journ to  meet  on  IVlonday  next. 

THE  LATE  GENERAL  HAMER. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  (he 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  their 
Clerk . 

"  Mr.  President  :  I  am  directed  to  inform  the 
Senate  of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Thomas  L.  Ha- 
MER,  a  Representative  elect  from  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives thereupon." 

The  resolutions  adopted  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives having  been  read, 

Mr.  ALLEN  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  as 
follows  : 

Mr.  Presidemt  :  On  the  first  day  of  July  of  the 
past  year,  this  body  confirmed  the  nomination  of 
Thomas  L.  Hameu,  of  Ohio,  to  the  rank  of  bri^-a- 
diergeneral,  in  the  army  of  the  United  States.  The 
announcement  just  made  by  the  House,  to  the  Sen- 
ate, informs  us  officially,  that  that  eminent  citizen 
has  ceased  to  live.  The  event  of  his  death  occur- 
red at  Monterey,  in  Mexico,  on  the  second  day  of 
Deceiniier  last;  and  was,  therefore,  known  to  us, 
individually,  long  ago;  but,  by  the  rules  observed 
on  these  mournful  occasions,  it  could  not  be  ofli- 
cially  noticed  till  now,  he  having  been  a  member 
elect  to  the  jn-esent,  not  a  member  of  the  then  sit- 
ting Congress. 

But  a  short  time  previously  to  his  death.  Gen- 
eral Hamer  had  pas.sed  along  the  line  of  battle, 
amidst  all  its  dangers,  exerting  his  intellect,  his 
courage,  and  address,  in  aiding  to  achieve  the  third 
victory  of  our  arms  over  the  public  enemy.  lie 
came  out  of  that  conflict  unhurt,  and  with  a  vigor 
of  constitution  which  justified  the  hope  that  lie 
might  be  able,  yet  again,  to  exert  his  genius  and 
valor,  in  uiiholding  the  rights  of  his  country,  and 
the  hotnn-  of  its  flag.  But  otherwise  was  it  order- 
ed, tuul  he  retired  from  the  battle-ground — the  com- 
mon resort  of  death — only  to  find  it  in  one  of  those 
diseases  ever  incident  to  the  multitudinous  life  of 
thccamp,and  which  are  known,  in  military  annals, 
to  be  but  little  more  sparing  of  the  lives  of  men, 
than  the  unsparing  sword  itself. 

To  say  that  his  death  was  a  public  loss,  would 
be  to  speak  truly,  but  to  speak  less  than  the 
truth.  The  death  of  that  man,  at  any  time,  and  in 
any  slate  of  public  aflairs,  would  have  been  a  loss 
to  his  country,  and  a  great  one.  But  his  death  at 
that  time,  and  in  the  then  existing  exigencies  of 
the  ]niblic  service,  was  a  national  iirivatiim  not  to 
be  appreciated,  save  by  those  who  knew  the  pecu- 
liar character  of  the  man,  and  its  hajipy  adaptation 
to  such  exigencies. 
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We  were  at  the  beginning  of  a  war,  in  which, 
by  tlie  necessities  imposed  by  free  institutions,  we 
were  obliged  to  employ  a  mixed  forre  of  regulars 
and  volunteers.  To  unite  these  forces  under  a 
common  discipline — to  fuse  their  various  energies 
into  one  harmonious  wliole,  and  to  direct  tlieni 
with  full  efficiency,  has  ever  been,  and  will  forever 
be,  among  the  most  serious  difficulties  of  those 
placed  in  the  command  of  armies.  In  tlie  attain- 
ment of  this  object,  there  are  required  not  only  the 
talents  to  command  the  muscles  of  men,  in  virtue 
of  commissioned  authority,  but  that  address,  also, 
which  moves  the  hearts  of  the  soldiery  because  it 
springs  from  the  heart  of  the  General. 

I  would  not,  sir,  willingly,  do  injustice  to  tlie 
living,  even  to  do  justice  to  the  dead,  could  that 
be  possibly  necessary.  Especially  would  [  not  do 
injustice  to  any  one  of  those  officers,  v/hose  con- 
duct and  the  conduct  of  whose  troops,  in  tliis  war, 
have  taught  the  world,  that  neither  the  genius  nor 
the  courage  are  wanting,  to  make  this  the  first  na- 
tion in  it.  Nor  can  I  think  that  I  do  injustice  to 
any,  in  uttering  the  opinion  that,  perhaps,  no  one 
of  them,  possessed  ia  a  higher  degree,  than  did 
General  Hamer,  that  in.scrutable  ]viwer  which  is 
expressed  by  tlie  word — address,  and  by  which  a 
single  individual  is  often  seen  to  sway  the  discord- 
ant wills  of  thousands  and  to  bind  the  whole,  as 
by  a  spell,  to  his  person  and  his  purposes,  more 
closely  than  mere  official  auth<irity  can  ever  bind 
men  of  various  tempers,  to  a  common  object.  It 
is  for  this  reason  that  I  esteem  his  death  to  have 
been  a  peculiar  misfortune  to  the  army  and,  there- 
fore, to  the  nation. 

In  reviewing  the  lives  of  the  eminent  men  of 
our  country  who  have  already  passed  away,  no 
remark  will  be  found  more  common  than,  that 
such  a  one,  was  a  self-made  man.  There  are  now 
in  this  Senate  and  elsewhere  around  us  men  Vvfhose 
great  abilities  and  public  services  will  entitle  them 
to  be  ranked  with  their  illustrious  predecessors, 
and  of  almost  every  one  of  whom,  it  will  with  equal 
truth  be  said,  he,  too,  was  a  self  made  man.  Not 
one  of  them,  however,  will  fall  more  emphati- 
cally within  this  description,  than  Thomas  L. 
Hamer. 

Inheriting  nothing  from  his  parents,  but  the 
right  truly  to  say  they  were  respected  and  honor- 
able people,  he  went  alone  from  his  native  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  when  but  a  boy,  and  settled  in 
the  county  of  Clermont,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

He  began  life  as  the  instructor  of  a  country 
school,  devoting  the  hours  otherwise  unemployed, 
to  study  and,  especially,  to  the  reading  of  the  law. 
In  due  time  he  was  admitted  to  that  learned  pro- 
fession and,  removing  to  the  adjoining  county  of 
Brown,  commenced  and  continued  its  practice, 
with  distinguished  successr  He  had  been  at  the 
l)ar,  however,  but  a  very  short  time  when  politi- 
cal events  began  to  excite  an  extraordinary  interest 
in  the  public  mind.  So  deep  and  general  did  that 
interest  soon  become,  and  so  strong  were  the  pas- 
sions which  it  called  up  from  the  repose  of  the 
eight  preceding  years,  that  it  was  scarcely  possi- 
ble for  a  young  man,  such  as  Mr.  Hamer  was,  of 
admitted  genius  and  eloquence,  of  an  ardent  na- 
ture, of  a  blameless  character,  and  of  decided 
political  sentiments,  to  resist  the  importunities  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  who  sought  to  make  liim  tiie 
representative  of  their  wishes  and  opinions.  He 
was  accordingly  elected  and  reelected  to  the  lojver 
branch  of  the  State  Legislature,  and  by  that  body, 
elected  its  presiding  officer.  From  this  post  lie 
retired,  intending  to  resume  his  place  at  the  bar. 
But  the  same  causes  which  had  drawn  him  from 
it  l)efore,  still  acting  and  with  accumulated  force, 
he  again  yielded,  and  was,  by  the  same  constitu- 
ency, three  limes  elected  to  the  nation's  House  of 
Representatives,  from  wliich  we  have  just  received 
this  melancholy  message.  At  the  expiration  of 
his  third  term,  ho  again  voluntarily  retired,  and 
once  more  resumed  the  practice  of  the  law.  It 
wa.s  in  this  situation,  with  abilities  and  legal  learn- 
ing, which,  in  that  region  of  the  State,  admitted  of 
no  rivalry,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  correspond- 
ing practice  and  emolument,  that  he  heard  the  call 
of  his  country  upon  her  sons  to  arm.  He  obeyed, 
and  was  among  the  first  to  set  an  example,  by 
himself  volunteering  as  a  common  soldier.  His 
friends  and  constituents  follov/ed  his  lead,  and 
speedily,  an  organized  body  stood  ready  for  the 
march. 

iVlr.  Hamer  was  known  personally  and  well  to 
the  President,  with  whom  he  had  served   in  the 


House  of  Representatives,  amid  scenes  no  less  try- 
ing to  the  firmness  and  fortitude  of  men,  than  the 
field  of  battle  itself.  The  President,  was  therefore, 
under  no  necessity  to  ask  who  should  be  placed  in 
command  of  the  Ohio  brigade.  Mr.  Hamer  was 
appointed,  and  that  too,  without  his  solicitation; 
and,  I  b/ilieve,  without  his  knowledge  of  such  an 
event  being  in  contemplation. 

He  accepted  the  commission,  proceeded  on  duty, 
and  lost  his  life  in  its  performance;  having  been 
elected  in  his  absence,  again  to  Congress. 

When  the  intelligence  of  this  sad  event  came  to 
tlie  West,  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  being  in  session, 
immediately  adopted  appropriate  measures  to  ex- 
press, in  behalf  of  the  whole  people,  their  high  ap- 
preciation of  his  virtues,  abilities  and  services,  and 
the  profound  sense  felt  by  all,  of  the  loss  sustained 
in  his  death.  The  State  stretched  forth  her  liands 
and  drew  the  dead  body  of  her  adopted  son  to  her 
bosom.  There  it  now  reposes,  amid  the  family, 
the  neighbors,  the  constituency,  who  received  it 
with  sighs  and  with  tears,  for  the  .same  reason 
they  had  aUvays  before  greeted  his  return  among 
them  with  exultation  and  joy. 

it  would  be  but  a  commonplace  and  an  insuffi- 
cient eulogy  upon  Mr.  Hamer,  to  say,  that  in  all 
liie  relations  he  bore  to  the  community,  he  exhib- 
ited the  qualities  appropriate  to  those  relations. 
Society  has  a  right  to  expect  such  a  result  even 
from  a  man  of  mere  mediocrity.  But  from  one  in 
the  powers  of  whose  mind  the  discriminating  par- 
tiality of  nature  was  so  manifest  as  in  his,  society 
has  a  right  to  demand  such  an  exertion  of  intellect 
and  exhibition  of  virtues  as  may  tend  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  its  lasting  welfare,  and  afford  an  ex- 
ample to  the  incoming  generation.  To  this  demand, 
the  whole  life  of  Mr.  Habier — his  private  and  pub- 
lic manners,  habits  and  sympathies;  his  benevo- 
lence, integrity  and  honor;  his  intelligence,  indus- 
try, coui-age,  genius  and  patriotism — all  responded 
in  a  manner  to  entitle  him  to  demand  in  his  turn, 
the  lasting  gratitude  of  society.  This  he  enjoyed 
when  he  lived,  and  when  called  to  pass  that  bound- 
ary which  nature  has  drawn  between  the  living 
and  the  dead,  he  did  so,  with  the  consciousness 
that  he  laid  down  a  life  that  might  be  reviewed  by 
the  intelligent  and  the  jus-t,  with  the  approbation 
of  every  mind  and  of  every  heart  which,  like  his 
own,  was  sound  and  strong  and  pure. 

Long  will  his  memory  be  cherished  by  the  State. 
Long  will  his  old  constituents  of  Clermont,  of 
Brown,  of  Adams  and  Highland,  remember  their  j 
afl!ectionate  friend,  their  faithful  counsellor,  their 
able  representative.  And  many  are  the  aged  fathers 
among  them  who,  to  stimulate  the  emulation  of 
their  sons,  will  recount  to  them,  in  the  winter's 
evenings,  the  scenes,  the  events,  the  sayings,  and 
the  anecdotes,  of  his  brilliant  and  blameless  life. 
Long  will  the  widow  and  the  children  remember, 
fondly  remember,  the  husband  and  the  parent,  in 
whose  affections  they  were  happy,  in  whose  char- 
acter they  are  honored,  and  in  the  imitation  of 
whose  virtues  his  sons  will  find  the  only  reward 
which  can  bear  any  proportion  to  the  magnitude 
of  their  loss. 

Mr'.  ALLEN  concluded  by  offering  the  follow- 
ing resolutions  : 

Resoloed,  unanimous'y,  Tliiittlie  Senate  has  received  witli 
deep  sensibility  the  nio'ssaKe  from  the  House  of  RepruseiUa- 
tives,  announcing  the  death  of  Hon.  Thomas  L.  Hamsir,  a 
Iteprt'sentative  elect  from  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Resolved,  winnimousl;/,  That  the  meniliers  of  the  Senate, 
from  a  sincere  desire  of  sliovving  every  mark  of  respect  to 
the  memory  of  the  deceased,  will  wear  the  usual  badge  of 
moui'nlng  for  thirty  days. 

Rcsolned,  That  as  a  further  mark  of  respect  for  the  mem- 
ory of  the  deceased,  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

The  resolutions  having  been  unanimously  adopt- 
ed. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  December  2.3,  1847. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  THIBODEAUX,  it  was  re- 
solved that  when  this  House  adjourns  to-day,  it 
will  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin, 
transmitting,  in  pursuance  of  the  third  section  of 
the  "  Act  establishing  the  Territorial  Government 
of  Wisconsin,"  approved  April  20,  183G,  copies  of 
the  laws  of  said  Territory,  passed  in  1847,  for  the 
use  of  Congress.     Laid  on  the  tabic. 


OBITUARY. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  of  Ohio,  rose  and  said  : 

Mr.  Speaker  :  It  becomes  my  [lainful  duty  to 
announce  to  this  House  the  death  of  another  of  its 
members  elect.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  but  too  true  that 
General  Thomas  L.  Hamer,  Ohi(j's  favorite  son, 
is  dead.  FJe  departed  this  life  at  Monterey  on  the 
2d  day  of  December,  1646. 

His  eulogy  has  been  pronounced  by  popular 
assemblies  and  by  men  who  are  the  most  eminent, 
and  hi.s  loss  has  been  deplored  by  all.  I  cannot 
hope  to  equal,  mucli  less  improve,  upon  what  has 
been  said  out  of  this  House.  And  we  can  now 
realize  our  great  bereavement  unaided  by  elo- 
quence. It  may  not,  however,  be  inappropriate 
for  me  to  allude  to  a  few  incidents  in  the  life  of  the 
deceased,  with  some  of  which  I  am  personally 
familiar. 

General  Hamer  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
came  to  Clermont  county,  Ohio,  when  he  was  a 
young  man,  (or  rather  a  lad,)  without  money, 
without  friends,  and  with  no  more  than  a  common 
Eiiiiiisli  education. 

His  first  business  effort  was  teachiiig  a  common 
school;  aext  he  became  a  student  at  law.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  1821,  and  the  same  year 
he  settled  in  Georgetov/n,  Brown  county,  Ohio, 
which  he  made  his  permanent  residence.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  several  ses- 
sions, and  was  once  elected  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

He  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1832,  and  con- 
tinued a  member  for  six  years.  He  then  declined 
a  reelection,  and  devoted  himself  to  business  as  a 
lawyer  until  1846.  The  ability  which  he  display- 
ed during  this  period  removed  all  doubt,  if  any 
before  existed,  of  his  capacity  to  adorn  his  pro- 
fession in  its  highest  departments,  either  on  tlie 
bench  or  at  the  bar. 

In  June,  1846,  he  was  unanimously  nomiffated 
by  a  convention  of  the  party  to  which  he  belonged, 
as  a  candidate  for  a  seat  in  this  House;  and  on  the 
second  Tuesday  of  October  following  was  elected 
without  opposition. 

When  our  soil  had  been  invaded  by  Mexico, 
and  when  the  people  were  called  upon  to  sustain 
the  rights  and  honor  of  the  nation  by  arms,  Gen- 
ei-al  Hamer.  was  amongst  the  first  who  crowded 
forward.  He  volunteered  as  a  private,  and  as  such 
entered  camp  Washington;  he  was  there  elected 
Major  of  the  first  Ohio  regiment,  and  was  soon 
after  appointed  a  Brigadier  General  by  tlie  Presi- 
dent, and  this  last  promotion  was,  on  his  part,  as 
I  have  been  told,  unsolicited. 

In  his  brief  military  career  he  became  a  favorite 
of  the  artny.  His  knowledge  of  men  served  to 
more  than  supply  his  want  of  a  military  education. 
He  endeared  himself  to  the  private  soldiery  by 
kindness  and  attention,  and  his  bravery  and  con- 
duct, as  well  at  the  battle  of  Monterey  as  else- 
where, elicited  at  his  decease  from  his  command- 
ing General  the  high  encomium  that  "his  place 
could  not  be  supplied." 

The  intellect  of  General  Hamer  was  clear  and 
discriminating.  He  was  cautious,  energetic,  affa- 
ble, and  his  colloquial  powers  were  peculiarly  fas- 
cinating. The  purity  of  his  character  in  the  pri- 
vate and  domestic  relations  of  life  was  never  ques- 
tioned. 

General  Hamer  was  unwearied  in  his  efforts  to 
improve  himself,  and,  though  nature  had  been  lib- 
eral to  him,  it  is  mainly  to  this  course  on  his  part 
that  we  ai-e  to  look  for  the  reason  of  his  great  attain- 
ments as  a  statesman  and  lawyer. 

His  friends  being  aware  of  this,  claimed  that  his 
career  would  be  onward,  and  that,if  he  had  liv(d, 
his  final  triumph  would  be  the  receiving  of  the 
highest  honor  which  men  can  bestow  on  man. 

Such  was  Thomas  L.  Hamer;  and  though  he  is 
dead,  his  example  may  be  of  use  to  the  livmg. 

Mr.  Morris  concluded  by  moving  the  following 
resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  this  House  has  hcar<l  with  deep  and  nii- 
felgncd  regiet  of  the  death  of  General  Thomas  li.  TIami:r, 
one  of  its  members  elect  from  the  seventh  Congressional  dis- 
triptof  Ohio. 

Resolved,  That  this  House,  desirous  loshnw  due  anil  pin- 
per  respect  lor  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  will  wear  the 
usual  bailge  of  mom-niiig  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Rcsolecd  fartltcr.  That  the  <Meri<  I'orwnrd  to  the  tanuly  of 
the  deceased  a  copy  of  the  proocedings  hereol. 

Rrxolved  farther.  That,  as  an  additional  mark  of  respect, 
this  House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  resolutions  were  unnninuiusly  adopted, 

And  the  House  adjourned. 
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Dec.  27, 


IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  December  27,  1847. 

The  Journal  having  been  read — 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  of  Maine,  rose  and  address- 
ed ihe  Senate  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Presidevt  :  I  rise  for  the  performance  of 
a  duty  too  painful  for  langua2;e  to  describe.  , 

One  who  waa  with  us  in  this  chamber  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Senate,  attendins;  to  his  oiTicial  du- 
ties, assisting  in  our  deliberations,  and  as  confi- 
dently looking  forward  to  the  future  as  those  who 
are  now  present,  has  suddenly  fallen  in  our  midst. 
He  is  now  numbered  with  the  dead. 

Four  times  has  the  Senate  already  been  called, 
during  the  few  days  of  its  session,  to  manifest  the 
lust  tokens  of  respect  for  the  Isonorcd 'dead,  who 
have  been  prevented  from  entering  up^n  the  field 
of  their  labors  in  the  present  Congress.  uVow,  the 
destroyer  has  entered  these  halls,  and  struck  down 
his  victim  before  our  eyes. 

The  Hon.  Jonisr  Fairfield  is  no  more.  He 
died  at  his  lodgings  in  this  citj'-  on  Friday  last. 

The  sudden  and  startling  announcement  of  his 
death  preceded  the  intelligence  of  danger. 

On  the  morning  of  that  day  he  was  in  his  usual 
health,  and  rtiet  his  friends  with  his  accustomed 
cheerfulness  and  cordiality.  At  noon  he  submit- 
ted to  a  surijical  operation,  to  which,  with  un- 
doubting  confidence,  he  had  looked  for  relief  fi'om 
an  infirmity  under  which  he  had  labored.  His 
physical  energies  were  not  equal  to  his  fortitude 
and  courage.  His  system  sank  under  the  unabated 
anguish  which  followed,  and  at  twenty  minutes 
before  eiglit  o'clock  in  the  eveni)ig,  in  the  full  pos- 
session of  his  mind,  he  breathed  his  last.  Scarcely 
had  the  friends  that  were  with  him  anticipated 
danger,  when  his  pure  spirit  took  its  flight. 

From  an  atrliction  so  appalling  it  is  difficult  to 
divert  attention,  even  to  contemplate  for  a  mo- 
menrthe  life  and  character  of  the  decea.fed.  Gov- 
ernor Fairfield  was  born  at  Saco,  in  the  county 
of  York,  Maine,  January  3U,  1797.  In  that  place 
he  has  ever  resided.  Distinguished  by  an  ardent 
love  of  knowledge,  an  active  mind,  and  great 
strength  of  purpose,  on  arriving-  at  manhood  he 
devoted  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law,  and  enter- 
ed a  profession  which  has  contributed  its  full  share 
in  the  establishment  and  defence  of  constitutional 
liberty.  At  the  bar  he  soon  acquired  such  reputa- 
tion that  he  received  from  the  Executive  of  the 
State  the  appointment  of  Reporter  of  the  Decisions 
of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

While  in  the  successful  performance  of  the  du- 
ties of  this  office,  he  was  called  by  the  electors  of 
the  first  Congressional  district,  without  solicitation 
or  desire  on  liis  part,  to  take  his  place  in  the  coiui- 
cils  of  the  nation  as  a  Representative  in  Congress. 
He  received  a  reelection;  and  it  is  well  known 
that  he  discharged  the  responsible  duties  devolved 
upon  him  on  trying  occasions  in  a  manner  alike 
honorable  to  himself  and  to  his  constituents. 

His  services  were  now  demanded  in  a  different 
sphere.  He  was  elected  Governor  of  his  native 
State;  and  so  strong  was  his  hold  upon  the  confi- 
dence and  regard  of  the  yieople  that  he  was  thrice 
reelected  to  the  same  exalted  station.  It  was  du- 
ring this  period  of  his  puijlic  life,  when  great  and 
unusual  responsibilities  were  thrown  upon  him  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  State,  growing  out  of 
collisions  with  a  foreign  Power,  that  he  displayed 
a  decision  and Jirmncss  rjfcharacU'i-\v\i\ch  command- 
ed the  respect  and  fixed  upon  him  the  attention  of 
the  whole  country.  He  became,  emphatically,  the 
favorite  of  his  State;  and  he  was  now  transierred 
from  its  Executive  chair  to  a  seat  upon  this  floor, 
to  fill  a  vacancy  created  by  the  resignation  of  his 
predecessor.  In  184.5  he  received  a  reelection  to 
the  Senate,  for  the  term  of  six  years.  It  may  be 
remarked,  as  a  singular  fact,  that  in  all  the  oiiices 
he  has  held  lie  has  never  served  out  the  regular 
term,  but  has  been  transferred,  by  promotion,  to  a 
higher  place. 

To  you,  Mr.  President,  who  knew  him  well, 
and  to  the  Senators  long  associated  with  him,  and 
united  by  the  ties  of  respect  and  friendship,  I  need 
not  speak  of  his  honorable  career  in  this  body. 

You  will  bear  witness  to  the  .sound  judgment 
and  ready  zeal  which  he  brouijht  to  the  discharge 
of  his  varied  duties;  to  that  honesty  of  purpose 
which  knows  no  guile;  to  that  frankness  and  sin- 
cerity incajiable  of  concealment;  to  that  firmness 
of  resolution  which  no  difiiculties  could  shake, 
nor  dangers  overcome;  and  to  that  purity  of  life. 


and  conscientious  regard  to  his  conviclions  of  right, 
which  distinguished  him  as  a  man  and  a  Chris- 
tian. 

How  happil)'  these  qualities  were  blended  in  his 
character  is  known  to  you;  how  justly  tliey  were 
aj'preciated  by  the  people  of  his  native  State  is 
seen  in  the  confidence  they  yielded  and  the  honors 
they  bestowed. 

As  a  friend,  he  was  devoted  and  sincere;  and 
few  there  are  who  ha\''e  secured  the  attachment  of 
a  wider  circle,  or  bound  them  by  stronger  ties  of 
afiection.  His  loss  to  the  pulilic,  to  his  friends, 
and,  above  all,  to  his  deeply  afllicted  family,  what 
words  can  express?     I  cannot  attempt  it  now. 

He  has  left  behind,  his  example,  his  character, 
and  the  influence  of  his  actions;  and,  in  his  sud- 
den death,  the  admonition  is  again  repeated,  that 
"  public  honors  and  exalted  station  add  no  strength 
to  the  tenure  by  which  life  is  held." 

Mr.  NILES,  of  Connecticut,  then  addressed  the 
Senate  as  follows  : 

Mr.  President  :  On  this  melancholy  occasion, 
as  probably  no  other  member  of  the  Senate  has 
had  so  long  and  intimate  an  acquaintance  with  him 
whose  decease  has  just  been  announced,  I  hope  to 
be  pardoned  for  adding  a  few  words  to  what  has 
so  appropriately  been  said  by  his  colleague.  In 
closing  the  remarks  which  but  a  few  days  ago  it 
became  my  duty  to  make  in  announcing  the  death 
of  my  late  colleague,  I  took  occasion  to  remind 
Senators  of  tiie  little  and  brief  interest  which  we 
have,  individually,  in  the  exciting  questions  that 
inay  be  agitated  here.  I  then  little  thought  that 
the  first  example  of  that  obvious  truth  would  come 
so  soon,  or  so  near  home  to  myself — ehat  it  would 
be  found  in  one  of  my  oldest  and  mo.st  intimate 
associates  here.  "We  came  into  the  public  coun- 
cils here  together  twelve  years  ago,  and  although 
our  associations  were  interrupted  for  a  few  years, 
they  were  renewed  on  my  returning  to  the  Senate 
at  the  commencement  of  my  present  term.  I  then 
came  not  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  but 
in  the  spring,  and  under  circumstances  v/hich  may 
be  fresh  in  the  memorie.^  of  some  Senators  present. 
I  was  then  but  the  broken  fragment  of  the  man  I 
was  when  I  left  the  Senate  a  few  years  before. 

Learning  that  two  of  my  old  friends  and  asso- 
ciates were  together  in  the  Irouse  where  I  now 
am,  I  joined  them  there.  Those  friends  were  Si- 
las Wright  and  John  Fairfield,  both  much 
younger  than  myself,  and  then  both  in  full  health, 
and  with  a  fair  prospect  of  a  long  career  of  public 
usefulness.  But  how  inscrutable  are  the  ways  of 
Providence  !  They  have  both  been  removed,  in  the 
midst  of  their  days  and  usefulness,  from  this  world 
of  conflict  and  trouble;  whilst  I,  who  had  seem>- 
ingly  but  a  frail  hold  upon  the  mere  selvage  of 
life,  have  been  spared  to  witness  their  departure. 

The  death  of  the  first  was  a  severe  stroke  to 
me,  as  it  was  to  the  whole  country.  Perhaps  in 
our  whole  history  no  man  has  fallen  in  private  life 
whose  death  produced  so  deep,  so  universal  a 
sensation  in  the  jiublic  mind.  And  the  death  of 
the  second  has  been  to  me  a  blow  equally  severe, 
and  in  some  respects  more  trying  to  my  feelings, 
as  I  was  with  him  at  the  time,  and  witnessed  the 
last  ebbing  pulsations  of  departing  life.  The  cir- 
cumstances of  his  death,  too — so  sudden,  so  un- 
expected, and  apparently  so  causeless — added  a 
crushing  weight  to  the  severity  of  the  shock.  He 
died  without  a  struggle,  and  I  might  almost  say 
with  a  smile  on  his  countenance,  as  his  soul  took  its 
departure  from  its  earthly  tabernacle.  A  long  and 
intimate  acquaintance  with  Governor  Fairfield 
has  enabled  me  justly,  I  think,  to  appreciate  his 
character,  both  in  his  public  and  private  relations; 
but  this  is  not  the  time  nor  the  |)lace  to  attempt  to 
delineate  it,  as  any  hasty  efforts  of  mine  would 
evidently  do  great  injustice  to  his  memory. 

If  he  was  not  a  brilliant  star  in  our  political 
galaxy,  he  was  all  he  claimed  to  be — a  plain,  un- 
assuming man,  never  attempting  to  shine  or  to 
attract  attention  to  himself,  but,  with  his  strong 
sense,  sound  judgment,  and  practical  views,  was 
content  with  an  honest  and  faithful  discharge  of 
his  public  duties. 

The  strong  points  in  his  character  were  sincerity 
and  fidelity.  If  ever  occasions  have  occurred  in 
his  time  which  tried  the  souls  of  men,  he  was  one 
who  was  found  "  faithful  amon^  the  faithless  :" 
true  to  his  constituents,  true  to  his  country,  faith- 
ful to  his  party,  faithful  to  his  friends,  and  ever 
true  to  his  principles. 

His  nature  was  gentle,  kind,  peaceful,  and  be- 


nevolent— apparently  but  little  fitted  for  the  fierce 
struggles  and  conflicts  of  political  life.  But  with" 
these  qualities  were  united  great  energy  of  charac- 
ter, great  steadiness  of  purpose,  and  no  ordinary 
share  of  physical  and  moral  courage.  He  com- 
bined also  many  of  the  higher  and  more  substan- 
tial elements  of  popularity;  and  hence  it  was,  as 
we  have  just  been  told,  that  he  for  many  years 
possessed  that  strong  hold  upon  the  confidence 
and  aflections  of  his  constituents,  and  of  his 
friends,  whether  in  or  out  of  the  State. 

I  could  enlarge  upon  this  theme  with  the  warmth 
and  ardor  with  which  we  all  delight  to  dwell  on 
the  virtues  of  deceased  friends,  which,  like  the  set- 
ting sun,  seem  to  shine  brighter  as  they  take  their 
departure.  But  I  will  say  no  more.  He  is  gone; 
another  star  has  fallen.  He  is  removed  from 
among  us,  at  the  very  time  when  men  like  him,  of 
lYialured  judgment,  of  subdued  passions,  of  peace- 
ful wisdom,  are  most  wanted  in  our  public  coun- 
cils. The  jilaces  that  once  knew  him  here  and 
elsewhere — in  the  councils  of  the  nation,  in  the 
councils  of  his  State,  in  the  circles  of  his  friends, 
and  in  the  family  circle — (but  that  is  a  spot  too 
sacred  for  me  to  intrude  upon) — will  know  him  no 
more  forever.  But  may  we  not  hope  that  his  vir- 
tues and  examples  will  long,  long  be  cherished  and 
remembered  as  the  last  legacy  he  has  left  his  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  NILES  concluded  by  ofleringthe  tbllowing 
resolutions  ; 

Resolved,  unnrdmously.  That  a  committee  be  appointed  liy 
tlie  Vice  President  to  take  order  for  superintending  the  fu- 
neral of  tlie  Hon.  John  Fairfield,  vvliicli  will  talso  place 
to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock  meridian,  and  that  the  Senate 
will  attend  the  same. 

Resolved,  unnnimously,  Tliat  the  members  of  the  Senate, 
from  a  sincere  desire  of  showing  every  mark  of  respect  due 
to  the  memory  of  the  Hon.  John  Fairfield,  deceased,  late 
a  nipmber  thereof,  will  go  into  mourning  for  him  one  month, 
by  the  usnal  mode  of  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm.     ^ 

Resolved,  unaniinoushj.  That,  as  an  additional  maik  of  re- 
spect for  the  memory"  of  the  Hon.  John  Fairfield,  the 
Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  appointed  the  fol- 
lowing Senators  as  of  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments :  Messrs.  Niles,  Berrien,  Breese,  Dix, 
Crittenden,  and  Greene. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  December  27,  1847. 

The  Journal  of  Thursday  last  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

FOREIGN  SILVER  COINS. 

The  select  committee  appointed  under  the  reso- 
lution moved  on  the  20th  instant  by  Mr.  TRuMA>f 
Smith,  to  inquire  into  and  ascertain  the  average 
value  of  the  foreign  silver  coins  in  circulation  in 
the  United  States  which  usually  pass  for  one- 
eighth  and  one-sixteenth  of  a  dollar,  and  to  con- 
sider what  measures  should  be  adopted  to  substi- 
tute for  such  coins  the  diines  and  half  dimes  of  the 
United  States,  consists  of  the  following  members: 
Messrs.  Julius  Rock  well,  Thib  ode  Acx,  Murphy, 
Charles  Brown,  and  Green  Adams. 

CONGRESSIONAL  PRINTING. 

The   following   members   constitute    the   joint 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  on  Congres- 
sional printing,  appointed  on  the  22d  instant,  viz: 
Messrs.  Conger,  Henley,  and  J.  B.  Thompson. 
CLERKS  IN  THE  DEPARTMENTS. 

Mr.  GEORGE  W.  JONES  asked  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  resolu- 
tion. Mr.  J.  said  he  was  not  certain  but  that  this 
was  the  first  time  he  had  craved  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  for  such  a  purpose.  He  was  sure  that  the 
resolution  would  meet  the  approbation  of  nearly 
every  member  and  of  their  constituents.  He 
therefore  moved  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lution: 

Whereas  there  are  now  some  nine  thousand  applications 
for  btmntv  land  and  treasury  scrip,  under  the  act  of  Febru- 
ary II,  1847,  on  file  in  the  Pensi(m  Uliice,not  yet  examined, 
and  the  number  daily  increasing,  (besides  a  huge  number 
of  cases  which  have  been  partially  examined  and  sUi-pcmled 
for  want  of  additional  proof,  which  cannot,  with  the  pres- 
ent clerks  employed  in  that  oftice,  be  disposed  of  with  the 
other  business  of  the  olhce  in  the  next  twelve  months,) 
causing  ijreal  delay  in  adjudicatiin  those  claims  and  mani- 
fest inju.-tiee  fi  llicclain'iants:  Therefore, 

Rciolfi'd,  That  theCcnninitlecon  Revolutionary  Pensions 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  propriety 
of  aiithorizini;  the  Secretary  of  AVar  to  employ  such  addi- 
tional number  of  cleiksin  lli.'  Pcii-ioii  Oili.r,  temporarily, 
as  the  exigencies  of  that  olliic  and  llic  ri^hls  of  applicants 
demand;  and  that  the  coniiiiittee  he  leiiuestcd  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise,  at  the  earliest  practicablo  day. 
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Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  said  he  did  not 
intend  to  object  to  tiiis  resolution,  if  it  was  neces- 
sary to  employ  an  additional  force  in  this  bureau. 
His  purpose  was  to  sugg'est  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,]  that,  as  he  understood, 
upon  another  bureau  in  the  War  Department,  viz  : 
the  Second  Auditor's,  there  was  as  heavy  a  press 
as  upon  this,  and  probably  a  more  important  one, 
he  should  so  modify  his  resolution  as  to  include 
this  bureau.  He  understood  that  the  resolution 
was  confined  to  the  Commissioner's  office. 

Mr.  JONES  was  understood  to  say  he  had  no 
objection  so  to  modify  his  resolution,  if  it  was  the 
pleasure  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  who  moved  this  resolution,  a 
modification  in  regard  to  the  salary  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions.  Some  years  since,  as  he 
understood,  the  salary  of  this  officer  was  reduced 
,from  the  usual  salary  received  by  heads  of  bureaus 
to  §2,500,  he  believed.  He  should  receive  as 
much  as  the  other  heads  of  bureaus.  It  was  one 
of  the  most  important  of  them,  and  passed  upon 
a  larger  amount  of  claims  than  any  other,  per- 
haps, connected  with  the  departments.  He  there- 
fore suggested  to  the  gentleman  the  propriety  of 
referring  this  subject  also  to  the  Committee  on 
-Pensions. 

Mr.  JONES  replied  that  this  resolution  was  not 
intended  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  salary  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Pensions.  Thei'e  was  no 
necessiby  of  being  in  a  great  hurry  about  that 
matter;  if  it  needed  to  be  increased,  Congress 
could  act  upon  it  hereafter;  but  here  were  an  im- 
mense number  of  claims  and  applications  pending 
which  could  not  be  examined,  and  they  were  now 
coming  in  in  greater  numbers  than  they  could  dis- 
pose of,  with  their  present  force,  in  any  reasonable 
time.  He  hoped,  if  the  House  were  disposed  to 
inquire  into  the  sufliciency  of  the  salary  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions,  they  would  do  it  an- 
other time,  and  not  burden  this  necessary  and 
pressing  inquiry  with  matters  which  could  be 
post))oned. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  remarked,  that  he  would  not 
then  press  his  suggestion  by  way  of  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution  so  as  to  instruct  also  the  Judiciary 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  and  neces- 
sity of  increasing  the  force  in  the  Second  Auditor's 
Office. 

The  SPEAKER  rilled  the  amendment  out  of 
order;  as  the  resolution,  if  so  amended,  would 
refer  to  two  different  committees. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  the  SPEAK- 
ER and  Mr.  HOUSTON  upon  this  point. 

Mr.  CROZIER  said,  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
committee  to  which  his  colleague  proposed  to  refer 
this  resolution  was  a  very  inappropriate  one.  Some 
years  ago  there  were  several  committees  instituted 
m  this  House — Committees  on  Expenditures  in 
the  several  departments — viz.,  committees  "  on  so 
much  of  the  public  accounts  and  expenditures  as 
relates  to  the  Department  of  State,"  and  so  of  the 
other  departments,  one  for  each  department.  It 
would  seem  much  more  appropriate  that  the  gen- 
tleman introducing  this  resolution  should  refer  the 
subject  to  the  Committee  on  the  Expenditures  of 
the  War  Department.  He  thought  it  very  prob- 
able that  all  the  departments  of  the  Government 
would  require  a  greater  number  of  clerks;  and  as 
these  committees  come  in  contact  with  the  depart- 
ments, he  thought  it  proper  that  general  resolu- 
tions should  be  referred  to  each,  making  inquiries 
in  reference  to  the  departments  with  which  they 
were  respectively  connected. 

Mr.  JONES  said  he  could  not  consent  to  the 
reference  of  this  resolution  to  the  Committee  on 
Expenditures  in  the  War  Department.  His  ex- 
perience in  this  House  had  informed  him  that  these 
committees  upon  expenditures  in  the  departments 
did  not  assemble  at  all.  H^  believed  they  had  not 
assembled  once  for  the  last  four  years,  or  at  least 
that,  they  had  never  made  any  report,  to  his  recol- 
lection, upon  any  subject.  Again,  he  did  not  see 
the  appropriateness  of  a  reference  of  this  nature  to 
a  committee  upon  expenditures. 

There  was  one  modification  he  would  make,  if 
it  would  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Hou.se:  that 
was,  simply  to  strike  out  that  jiart  of  the  re.solu- 
tion  directing  an  inquiry  by  the  committee,  and 
substitute  a  provision  directly  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary to  employ  the  clerks.     The  Secretary  of 


War  himself  had  reported  to  this  House  that  ad- 
ditional clerks  were  needed  in  that  office.  The 
Commissioner  of  Pensions  had  informed  the 
House,  and  individuals  personally,  when  they  had 
called  to  attend  to  the  business  of  their  constitu- 
ents, that  he  could  not  by  any  possibility  despatch 
the  business  now  before  him  in  any  reasonable 
time,  without  this  increase  in  the  service. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said  the  whole  subject-matter  of 
this  resolution  was  already,  as  he  understood,  re- 
ferred to  the  appropriate  committee  by  an  order  of 
the  House  ;  for  he  believed  the  resolution  had 
passed  referring  to  the  appropriate  committees  the 
several  parts  of  the  President's  message;  and  this 
subject  was  included  both  in  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  and  in  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent himself.  If  the  resolution  had  not  already 
passed,  it  would  pass,  at  all  events,  in  a  few  days; 
for  it  was  indispensable,  in  order  that  the  several 
committees  might  proceed  to  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.  This  subject  would  then  be  properly  re- 
ferred. He  moved,  therefore,  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table. 

Mr.  JONES  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia would  withdraw  the  motion  for  a  moment. 

Before  a  response  to  this  appeal  was  made  by 
Mr.  GOGGIN— 

The  question  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
negative. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  STANTON  offered  the  following  as  an 
amendment  to  the  resolution  : 

Resolved  hy^the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Con^^ress  assemtilcd,  That  Die 
Secretary  of  War  be  aiithorizefl  to  employ  such  additional 
number  of  clerks  as  may  he  necessary  to  perform  the  public 
business  in  any  of  the  bureaus  of  the  Department. 

The  SPEAKER  ruled  the  amendment  out  of 
order,  as  being  in  the  form  of  a  bill,  requiring  le- 
gislation and  a  notice  given  of  one  day. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  objected,  then ,  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  JONES  said  that  his  resolution  proposed  an 
inquiry  into  the  necessity  of  giving  the  Secretary 
of  War  the  power  to  appoint  these  clerks  tempo- 
rarily. He  learned  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Pensions  that  he  did  not  wish  that  any  new  per- 
manent clerkships  should  be  created  in  his  bureau. 
He  merely  wished  authority  to  employ  them  tem- 
porarily until  the  press  of  business  could  be  de- 
spatched . 

Mr.  WHITE  said  there  was  a  very  great  in- 
crease in  the  business  of  the  several  departments, 
as  he  was  informed,  and  this  subject  would  un- 
doubtedly be  presented  to  Congress  from*some 
other  quarter.  He  was  informed  that  there  were 
now  more  than  forty  thousand  land  warrants  in  the 
office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Lands  that 
could  not  be  signed  as  they  were  wanted,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  physical  inability  of  the  individu- 
als employed  in  that  office  to  perform  all  the  duties 
which  were  there  required.  The  other  depart- 
ments would  require  an  additional  force  tempora- 
rily. He  thought  it  would  be  better  to  refer  this 
v/hole  subject  to  a  select  committee,  whenever  a 
communication  upon  it  was  made  to  this  House 
from  the  proper  source. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  wished  to  inquire  whether 
there  was  any  communication  from  the  executive 
departments  of , the  Government  representing  to 
Congress  the  necessity  of  this  increase  of  force.' 

Mr.  TOOMBS  replied  that  there  was.  He 
could  state  to  the  gentleman  that,  in  the  printed 
estimates  of  this  session  to  Congress,  Mr.  Ed- 
wards had  asked  for  ten  additional  clerks,  or  rather 
for  an  appropriation  to  hire  them  by  the  day.  No 
doubt  if  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  committee 
they  would  make  such  a  report  as  was  required; 
and  if  this  authority  was  given,  Mr.  Edwards,  who 
was  one  of  our  most  efficient  public  officers,  would 
exercise  it  in  such  manner  as  the  jsublic  interests 
required.  As  to  the  substitute  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  had  oifered,  he  was  opposed 
to  that. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  he  had  made  the  inquiry 
as  to  the  necessity  of  this  increase,  only  because  he 
wanted  this  matter  put  on  a  fair  basis.  They  had 
been  in  the  habit  for  the  last  three  or  four  years  of 
receiving  applications  made  through  the  various 
committees  of  this  House  for  various  appropria- 
tions. For  instance,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  would  receive  a  communication  from  the 
department  setting  forth  the  necessity  for  some  ap- 


propriation to  supply  a  deficit  in  the  estimates,  or 
for  some  other  purpose,  instead  of  a  plain  straight-^ 
forward  application  to  Congress  itself. 

Mr.  SAWYER,  interposing,  said  the  Secretary 
of  War  had  made  a  request  for  this  increase  in  the 
number  of  clerks  in  his  annual  report  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  session. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  the  proper  course  to  be 
pursufed,  when  an  application  was  made  in  a  reg- 
ular and  direct  way  from  one  of  the  departments, 
was  to  make  a  proper  reference  of  such  communi- 
cation, or  such  part  of  communication,  to  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House.  Let  that  part  of  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions  be  referred;  and  then,  if  there  be  an 
increase  in  the  expenditures  of  the  Government — 
if  there  be  an  appropriation  for  deficiencies,  for 
furnishing  supplies,  or  for  additional  clerical  force 
to  meet  the  calls  upon  any  depai-tment,  it  would 
seem  to  be  a  response  by  Congress  to  a  request 
from  the  proper  quarter,  instead  of  its  being  ob- 
tained in  any  way  by  indirection.  He  was  opposed 
to  the  practice  of  applications  being  made  from 
the  different  departments  through  the  committees 
of  the  House  or  through  individuals,  without  be- 
ing plainly,  openly  made  to  Congress  itself,  letting 
the  responsibility  of  the  request  and  the  demand 
lie  upon  those  who  are  supposed  to  have  the  best 
knowledge  of  the  necessity  for  them. 

Now,  if  there  was  a  passage  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  or  in  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Pensions,  in  which  application  was  made 
for  additional  force,  would  it  not  be  better  to  refer 
either  in  the  resolution  to  those  communications 
from  the  Executive  Department,  and  let  them  seem 
to  be  the  ground  or  occasion  of  the  committee's 
inquiry  into  the  subject,  or  else  to  refer  these  com- 
munications themselves.?  As  it  now  appeared, 
here  was  a  distinct  substantive  resolution  offered, 
without  the  resolution  itself  imbodying  the^ause 
of  the  reference. 

He  submitted  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Jones]  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to 
make  a  reference  to  the  Executive  communication 
in  the  resolution  itself,  so  as  to  show  why  it  was 
that  additional  force  was  proposed  to  be  given,  and 
on  whose  application,  letting  the  responsibility  rest 
on  them  who  know  whether  there  is  a  necessity 
for  it,  and  whether  the  resolution  should  not  be 
modified  accordingly. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  said,  tHe  President's 
message  and  the  papers  forming  part  of  that  mes- 
sage, had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  that  com- 
mittee had  yet  to  take  action  upon  them;  but  he 
thought  it  would  be  improper  and  unprecedented, 
in  anticipation  of  such  action,  to  take  up  detached 
portions  of  those  papers;  while  to  wait  until  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
had  disposed  of  them  before  anything  were  done 
in  relation  to  the  subject  which  he  liad  introduced 
to  the  House,  would  be  to  cause  a  very  material 
delay  in  the  adjustment  of  the  claims  of  so  many 
individuals.  In  Committee  of  the  Whole  a  debate 
might  arise  which  might  possibly  be  protracted 
for  two  or  three  weeks,  or  even  months,  and  du- 
ring that  time  no  additional  assistance  could  be 
obtained,  such  as  he  contemplated.  He  saw,  there- 
fore, no  impropriety  in  passing  this  resolution. 
The  Secretary  of  War  asked  for  an  increase  of 
clerks,  and  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  made 
a  like  application;  and  the  committee  to  which  his 
resolution  would  be  an  instruction,  would  have  all 
the  documents  before  it,  whereby  it  would  be  en-r 
abled  to  satisfy  the  House  of  the  propriety  of  com- 
plying with  those  applications. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  suggested  the  propriety  of 
modifying  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones.]  He  did  not  object  to  the 
reference,  nor  to  the  instructions,  but  to  a  prevail- 
ing mode  of  obtaining  supplies  to  meet  deficiencies 
in  the  departments.  There  were  appropriations 
made  for  the  fiscal  year,  and  these  sometimes  were 
exhausted  in  four  months.  The  other  day  they 
had  an  application  for  a  million  of  dollars  to  meet 
drafts  to  prevent  their  being  protested;  but,  instead 
of  a  plain  exposition  being  made  to  the  House  or 
to  Congress  of  the  necessity  for  such  an  appropri- 
ation, there  was  a  private  note  sent  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Wavs  and  Means,  ami  that  conuuittee 
brought  the' matter  before  the  House  by  present- 
ing.a  bill  making  the  appropriation.  Now,  he 
objected  to  this  mode  of  doing  business.  He,  for 
one,  was  desirous  to  see  a  better  system  introduced. 
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He  was  of  opinion  thi\t,  wJien  the  Executive  found 
there  was  a  deficiency  in  meeting  the  liabilities  of 
any  of  the  departments,  it  waa  proper  that  an  ap- 
plication should  lie  made  openly  to  Congress,  and 
thi\t  the  legislation  of  Congress  should  show  on  its 
face  that  it  was  in  fact  a  reaponse  to  a  call  of  the 
Executive,  and  thus  there  would  be  a  proper  re- 
sponsibility. But  it  was  evidently  most  impro|ier, 
■when  there  was  a  deficiency  of  a  million  of  dol- 
lars, to  ask  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  supply  that  deficiency,  and  meet  the  drafts 
against  llie  Government.  It  waa  right  and  proper 
that  an  application  should  be  made  at  once  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  through  the  Speaker, 
and  in  one  half  hour  it  could  be  referred,  and  thus 
take  its  course  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
jMeans,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  exigencies 
of  the  Government.  He  wished  to  see  this  done 
directly,  instead  of  accomplishing  the  same  object 
by  indirection,  through  a  committee.  He  did  not 
■wish  to  be  understood  as  charging  any  one  with 
improper  conduct,  but  he  desired  to  see  a  correct 
historic  register  of  Congressional  proceedings  and 
proper  responsibility  taken.  He  suggested,  there- 
fore, that  this  resolution  should  show  that  the  ap- 
plication for  additional  assistance  came  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  the  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions, and  that  the  action  of  the  House  was  in  re- 
sponse to  an  application  and  a  statement  made  to 
it,  or  to  a  call  from  the  executive  departments. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  action  of  the  House 
lierctofore  on  demands  by  the  Executive,  made 
through  either  committees  or  individual  members, 
he  hoped  for  the  future  the  call  would  be  direct  to 
the  House,  and  that  the  House  would  recognize 
no  other  calls  of  such  a  nature  which  were  not 
made  on  Executive  responsibility. 

Mr.  ROBERT  SMITH  rose  merely  to  remark 
that  he  was  sorry  to  see  the  simple  resolution 
introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
JoMEs,]  to  provide  for  cases  in  which  so  many 
gentlemen  on  that  floor  were  interested,  give  rise 
to  so  much  debate.  A  great  deal  had  been  said  as 
to  the  best  way  of  doing  that  Vv'hich  was  contem- 
plated by  the  resolution;  but  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  plan  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
covered  the  whole  case;  and  it  v/as  more  especially 
to  be  preferred,  as  much  time  would  be  rec^uired 
to  remedy  all  the  difficulties  in  the  departments  of 
the  Governnient.  To  wait  for  such  general  action, 
would  be  to  do  great  injustice  to  those  gallant 
men  who  have  suffered  in  defence  of  their  country. 
He  had  no  objection  to  have  the  genei-al  subject 
taken  up  in  the  manner  suggested  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Sche.vck,]  so  that  it  could 
be  brought  up  more  fully  and  more  properly;  but 
it  was  sufficient  for  him  to  know  that  the  present 
action  of  the  House  was  necessary  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  Pension  Office.  He  therefore 
hoped  the  resolution  would  now  be  adopted. 

Mr.  C^.  S.  HOUSTON  said  he  had  no  wish  to 
delay  the  action  of  the  House,  or  consume  much 
of  its  time;  but,  fearing  that  an  impression  might 
l)e  created  by  the  rernarks  of  the  geritlenian  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  ScHE-vcK,]  and  that  they  might  go 
forth  Lo  the  country  and  be  received  as  entitled  to 
some  weight  with  the  people  at  home,  he  desired 
now  at  least  to  set  that  matter  right.  The  gentle- 
man spoke  of  a  practice  having  grov/n  U])  in  this 
House  by  which  the  Executive  and  the  heads  of 
dcjiartments  apply  through  committees  for  such 
appropriations  as  they  may  desire.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  seemed  to  i,c  opposed  to  that  pro- 
ceeding, atid  desired  that  a  kind  of  Con;;ressional 
history  should  be  kept;  he  wished  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,]  and  he  called  upon 
the  House,  so  to  modify  the  resolution  that  it 
should  be  referred,  with  a  BtateiTient  of  the  fact 
that  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  somebody  else, 
asked  for  it.  Now,  what  purpose  could  that 
answer,  except  that  which  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Sciiknck]  had  set  forth?  and  was  not 
the  Congres-iional  history  just  as  well  kept  with- 
out it,  inasmuch  as  they  received  recommenda- 
tions from  the  heads  of  departments?  If  Congress 
authorized  the  emjiloymcnt  of  the  clerks  called 
for  by  this  department,  was  not  the  history  of 
that  transaction  complete?  Why,  then,  .should  it 
be  modifieil  a.s,  the  gentleman  snggesied  ?  But 
there  v/a.)  something  more  than  this.'  The  gentle- 
man, in  his  remark.'),  Hpokc  of  a  [)racticc  having 
now  Ki'own  up  by  which  the  hcnd.s  of  the  execu- 
tive dopartinenis  made  their  c.ommimicntions  to 
committees  of  this  House.     Now,  he  wished  lo 


say,  on  this  point,  that  his  explanation  might  go 
out  with  the  gentleman's  insinuation,  that  the 
practice  has  existed  as  long  as  the  Government 
has  existed. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  interposed,  and  .said  that  he 
had  made  no  insinuation.  What  he  had  said  was, 
that  a  practice  prevailed  in  this  flousc — he  knew 
not  how  few  nor  how  many  years,  for  his  Con- 
gressional experience  had  not  been  so  long  as  that 
of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Houston] — 
he  hatl  said  that  a  practice  prevailed,  and  he  had 
said  that  that  practice  was  wrong,  and  he  asked 
the  House  to  correct  that  erroneous  mode  of  legis- 
lation. 

Mr.  G.  S.  HOUSTON  said  it  was  true  that  he 
had  been  there  a  longer  time  than  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Schekck,]  and  he  iu>w  repealed 
that  his  experience  had  tauglu  him  that  the  prac- 
tice of  communicating  with  the  House  through  its 
committees,  by  the  heads  of  the  various  depart- 
ments of  this  Government,  was  no  new  practice. 
If  he  was  not  greatly  mistaken,  it  had  existed  from 
the  very  beginning  of  the  Government  itself,  and 
therefore  it  had  not  grown  up  within  the  last  few 
years,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sciienck] 
insinuated.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  spoke  of  a 
deficiency  which  was  met  by  an  appropriation 
that  was  made  a  few  days  ago,  and  he  said  that 
instead  of  calling  on  this  House,  that  the  country 
might  be  able  to  see  and  to  judge  of  the  propriety 
of  that  call  from  the  department,  the  call  was 
made  on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means — a 
committee  of  which  he  (Mr.  H.)  iiappened  to  be 
a  member.  That  conmiittee,  very  correctly  in  the 
estimation  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  did  what? 
Brought  the  papers  before  this  House.  Had  the 
member  from  Ohio  read  the  reports  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  and  the  heads  of  bureaus  in  that  de- 
partment? Plad  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  read 
the  estimates  sent  to  this  House  by  the  estimating 
officers  of  this  Government?  If  he  has,  I  ask 
him  why  on  earth  he  objects  in  this  manner,  cre- 
ating difficulties  which  really  do  not  exist,  and 
giving  rise  to  improper  suspicions  in  the  public 
mind?  These  deficiencies  had  all  been  estimated 
for. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  rose  and  asked  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  to  permit  him  to  explain.  What 
he  desired  was,  that  when  there  was  an  immediate 
want  for  half  a  million  or  a  million  of  dollars,  a 
direct  application  should  be  made  to  this  House, 
with  a  statement  of  the  exigeiicics  which  niade 
the  call  necessary,  which  tliis  House  should  refer 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  instead  of 
being^ommunicated  to  that  committee  without 
such  reference  by  the  heads  of  departments.  He 
ho[ied  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  now  under- 
stood him.  He  knew  the  general  deficiencies  were 
spoken  of  in  the  regular  annual  reports,  but  at  the 
same  time  there  was  nothing  from  which  to  dis- 
cover the. necessity  for  raising  a  million  of  dollars 
immediately.  All  that  he  claimed  was,  no  matter 
what  had  been  the  practice  heretofore,  that  when 
an  exigency  aro.se,  the  Executive  should  make  a 
direct  application  to  this  House,  and  let  the  House 
give  it  the  proper  reference. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  ac- 
knowledged that  these  deficiencies  had  been  esti- 
mated for,  and  therefore  the  estimating  officer  had 
not  sought  to  avoid  any  responsibility.  The  only 
object,  then,  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  seemed  to 
be,  to  require  that  this  House  should  be  informed 
that  there  were  half  a  million  or-a  million  of  drafts, 
and  that  there  was  no  money  in  the  treasury  to 
meet  them.  Now,  he  would  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  that  he  might  search  the  records  of  the 
legislation  of  Congress,  and  everything  connected 
with  it,  on  this  subject,  and  he  would  not  find, 
|irobal)ly,  a  single  instance  where  a  thing  of  that 
sort  had  been  done.  And  why  ?  The  rcasmi  was, 
that,  when  the  departments  of  the  Government 
desired  action  on  any  recommendation  or  estimate 
which  they  had  already  submitted,  they  do  not 
communicate  lo  the  House,  but  simply  and  re- 
spectfully suggest  to  the  committee  that  it  was 
desirable  that  it  should  be  acted  upon  at  an  early 
period. 

The  SPEAKER  here  requested  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  to  give  way  that  a  message  might 
bo  received  from  the  Senate;  and  Mr.  Houston 
yielded  the  floor  accordingly. 

DEATH  OF  SENATOR  FAIRFIELD. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  in- 


forming the  House  of  the  decease  of  the  Hon. 
.ToHN   Fairfield,   a   Senator   from    the    State   of 

Maine. 

The  resolutions  of  the  Senate  having  been  read — 

Mr.  HAMMONS  ro.se  and  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  In  raising  my  voice  for  the  first 
time  in  this  hall,  it  devolves  upon  me  to  perform 
the  most  painful  and  melancholy  duty  of  my 
lit'e. 

The  Hon.  John  Fairfield,  Senator  froin  Maine, 
on  Friday  last,  at  twelve  meridian,  was  in  the  en- 
joyment of  good  health,  with  an  unusual  flow  of 
spirits,  surrounded  with  honors,  and  possessed 
of  all  the  enjoyments  that  earth  can  afford;  at 
a  quarter  lietbre  eight  of  the  evening  of  the 
same  day,  he  had  bid  adieu  to  time,  and  his  pure 
and  manly  spirit  had  returned  to  Him  who  gave 
it. 

Most  of  tlie  morning  of  that  day  I  spent  with 
him  in  friendly  and  social  converse;  of  the  evening, 
in  witnessing  his  poignant  suflerings,  his  struggle 
with  the  King  of  Terrors,  and  in  watching  over 
his  lifeless  remains. 

How  sad,  how  sudden,  how  awful  the  change — 
a  change  which  even  now  I  can  hardly  realize  ! 

In  the  meridian  of  his  life,  in  the  midst  of  his 
career  of  usefulness,  and  while  in  the  full  vigor  of 
his  intellect,  he  has  fallen. 

Governor  Fairfield  was  emphatically  a  self- 
made  man.  By  his  own  industry  and  exertions 
he  acquired  an  education,  studied  law,  and  at  an 
early  day  took  rank  among  the  first  of  his  profes- 
sion. His  fine  talents  and  affable  deportment  soon 
arrested  puljlic  attention;  and  he  was  called  at  an 
early  age,  from  the  enjoyments  of  private  life  and 
domestic  happiness,  to  the  performance  of  arduous 
and  responsible  public  duties. 

His  public  career,  though  not  long,  was  brilliant. 
The  office  of  Reporter  of  the  decisions  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  Maine,  two  elections  as  a  member 
of  this  House,  four  elections  as  the  chief  Execu- 
tive of  his  native  State,  and  tv.'o  elections  to  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States — all  in  the  brief  period 
of  about  twelve  years — were  the  rewards  of  his 
worthy  and  generous  aspirations. 

The  complicated  and  arduous  duties  of  all  these 
high  and  honorable  stations  he  discharged  with 
faithfulness  and  distinguished  ability,  and  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  those  who  had  elevated  him 
to  power. 

He  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree  all  the  ele- 
ments of  popularity,  and  had  doubtless  a  stronger 
hold  upon  the  affections  of  the  people  of  Maine 
than  any  other  man  living.  His  popularity  kept 
pace  with  his  advtmcement,  and,  at  the  moment  of 
his  decease,  I  have  not  a  doubt  he  possessed  more 
numerous  and  devoted  friends  than  at  any  former 
period  of  his  life.  Unshaken  firmness,  indomita- 
ble perseverance,  and  a  sincerity  that  knew  no 
guile,  were  the  distinguishing  traits  of  his  char- 
acter. 

His  whole  life  evinced  an  unwavering  devotion 
to  justice  and  to  the  great  principles  of  popular 
rigiils. 

In  his  death  Maine  has  lost  one  of  her  worthiest 
and  noblest  sons — a  man  whom  she  delighted  to 
honor;  society  has  been  bereft  of  one  of  its  best 
and  brightest  ornaments;  and  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  of  one  of  its  ablest,  most  upright, 
and  most  useful  members. 

Of  the  loss  to  the  partner  of  his  bosom,  and  to 
the  numerous  ]ilcdges  of  their  aff'ection,  it  is  vain 
to  speak.  The  blow  has  fallen  upon  them  with  a 
crushing  weight,  which  no  language  can  portray, 
and  which  none  but  those  who  have  been  called 
to  drink  of  the  same  bitter  cup  can  conceive. 
May  He  "  who  tcnqiers  the  wind  to  the  shorn 
lamb  "  give  them  that  support  and  consolation 
which  no  earthly  power  can  bestow! 

I  will  close  this  hasty  and  very  imperfect  sketch 
of  my  late  friend's  life  and  character  by  moving 
the  adoption  of  the  customary  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  tlii.s  House  lias  heard  with  (Ifpp  soiiMliil- 
ilj-  the  annnuiicfmentof  the  death  nf  the  Hon.  John  Kair- 
FiKr.D,  a  Senator  lioni  the  State  of  Maine. 

Resolved,  That,  asa  U'Pliiiiony  of  respect  for  the  ineniory 
of  t>ie  deceased,  the  meuiheis  and  ofiieers  ol  tins  House 
will  wear  thi'  usual  hadgo  of  mourning  lor  tliuly  days. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  proceedines  of  lliis  House  in  relation 
lo  ih.'  death  ofllie  lion.  John  Fairhii.i)  he  eoiiiniuniealed 
In  llie  fiiiiiilv  of  the  deceased  hv  the  Clerk. 

Reiolved,'TUnt  this  House  will  attend  Ilio  funeral  of  the 
deceased  in  a  liody;  and,  as  a  furiher  mark  of  respect  for 
his  nien.ory,  that  it  do  now  adjourn. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 
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IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  Dectmber  28,  1847. 
Immedintely  after  the  Journal  was  read — 
Mr.  NILES),  from  tlie  committee  appointed  to 
make   arrangements   for    the  funeral  of  the  Hon. 
John  Fairfield,  reported  that,  in  compliance  with 
the  wishes  of  the  family  and  friends  of  the  deceas- 
ed, his  reinains  will  be  removed  to  his  late  residence 
id  Maine,  and  delivered  to  his  family,  to  be  there 
interred. 

The  body  will  be  taken  from  Mrs.  Scott's,  where 
it  now  lies,  to  tlie  depot,  this  day  at  half-past  four 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  where  it  will  be  delivered  into  the 
charge  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Clark,  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  from  that  State,  who  will 
accompany  it  to  Saco,  in  said  State,  to  be  consign- 
ed to  the  charge  of  his  family. 

The  committee  further  report  the  following  res- 
olutions, and  recommend  their  adoption: 

Resolved,  unanimousbj,  Tliat,  as  a  m;irk  of  resppct  to  tlie 
memory  ofllio  Hon.  John  Fairfield,  late  a  iiiembtT  tVoui 
the  Statu  of  Maine,  the  Vice  Prosidciit,  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  and  its  otficer.-,  will,  at  hali-pa,4  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  thi:>  day,  accompany  in  procession  hisnjonal  re- 
mains from  his  late  residence  to  the  depol,  where  tliey  \Aill 
be  delivered  to  the  I  ion.  Mr.  Clark,  a  nicml)i'rof  the  House 
of  llepre.sentat.ivcs  from  the  l^tate  of  Maine,  to  be  accom- 
panied by  him  to  the  family  of  the  deceased  in  said  Stale, 
and  that  the  Speaker  and  members  of  the  House  of  llepre- 
sentalives  he  respectlully  invited  to  attend. 

Mexo'rcd,  That  the  chaplain  of  the  Senate  be  requested  to 
deliver  tlie  fuiu'ral  sermon  of  the  Hon.  John  Fairfielo  at 
the  C.ipitol  the  next  Sabbath. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolulitms  be 
communicated  to  the  Hou-e  of  Representatives. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  directed  to 
pay  from  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate,  and  place  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Hon.  Franklin  Clark,  for  the  funeral 
expenses oi'  the  Hon.  John  Fairfield,  a  sum  equal  to  that 
usually  expended  in  similar  cases,  to  be  ascertained  and 
drawn  for  by  the  committee  of  arrangements. 

Before  the  question  on  the  resolutions  was 
taken — 

Mr.  NILES  suggested,  that  as  it  was  unnecessary 
to  communicate  the  last  resolution  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  he  would  move  that  the  ques- 
tion on  its  adoption  be  taken  separately;  which 
was  accordingly  done,  and  the  resolutions  were 
then  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  December  28,  1847. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  consent,  laid  befoi-e  the 
House  the  following  communications: 

A  commtinication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  law  of 
March  3,  1809,  an  abstract  of  the  expenditures 
under  the  head  of  contitigent  expenses  of  the  Na- 
vy Department  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 
1847.  Read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A  letter  from  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  report,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  20th  Janu- 
ary, 1847,  upon  the  claim  of  Matthews,  Wood, 
and  Hali.  Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
and  oi'dered  to  be  printed. 

A  letter  from  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury, 
communicatinff,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of 
March  3,  1847,  the  result  of  his  examination  of 
the  case  of  John  Pickett  and  otliers,  owners  of  the 
brig  Albert.  Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
and  ordered  to  be  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  the  petition  of  the 
American  Peace  Society,  praying  that  measures 
may  be  adopted  to  restore  peace  between  the  Uni- 
ted .-states  and  the  Piepublic  of  iMexico.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Al.so,  the  memorial  of  John  Boyle,  praying 
compensation  for  certain  materials  taken  from  his 
property  and  used  by  the  United  States.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Build  ings  and  Ground.s. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  Iihamar  Rogers,  of  the 
State  of  Maine,  praying  the  release  of  his  son 
from  the  military  service  of  the  United  States, 
setting  forth  that  his  son  was  induced  to  enlist 
while  lalioring  under  insanity.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  «n  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  a  i)etition  of  Suffolk  county,  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  praying  a  reduction  of  the  postage 
on  newspafiers.  Referred  to  ihe  Committee  on 
the  Post  Olfice  and  Post  Roads. 


THANKS  TO  GENERAL  SCOTT  AND  ARMY. 

Mr.  HUNT,  by  general  consent,  gave  notice 
that  to-morrow,  or  on  some  subsequent  day,  he 
would  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  joint 
resolutions  : 

JOINT  RE^-OLUTIONS  expre.»sive  of  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  Major  Gejieial  VV  infield  Scott  and  the  troops 
under  his  command,  for  their  di.-tinguished  gall.intry  and 
good  conduct  in  the  campaign  of  1847. 
Resolved  unanimously  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Oongre-^s  assein- 
hled,  That  Ihe  thaidis  of  Congiess  lie,  and  lliey  are  hereby, 
pre.-.eiited  to  W'intieid  beott,  Major  G(!neral  commaniling- 
in-chiefthe  army  in  Me.\ico,  and  through  liini  to  the  oflicers 
and  men  of  the  regular  and  volunteer  corps  under  him,  for 
their  uniform  gallantry  and  good  conduct,  conspicuously 
displayed  at  the  siege  and  ca(iTure  of  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz 
and  ca.-tle  of  San  Juan  de  U!ua,  Marcii  29,1847;  and  in 
the  successive  battles  of  Cerro  Gordo,  April  18tli ;  Contre- 
ras,  San  Antonio,  and  < 'Imruhusco,  August  JSth  and  2(!th  ; 
and  for  the  victories  aciiieved  in  front  of  the  city  of  Mexico, 
September  8tli,  1 1th,  12th,  and  l',Hh  ;  and  the  capture  of  the 
metropolis,  September  14th,  1S47;  in  which  the  Mexican 
troop-j,  greatly  superior  in  numbers,  and  with  every  advan- 
tage of  position,  were  in  every  conflict  signally  defeated  by 
the  American  arms. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause  to  he  struck  a  gold 
mi'ilal,  with  devices  emblematical  of  the  series  of  brilliant 
victories  achieved  by  the  army,  and  presented  to  Major 
General  Winfield  Scott,  as  a  testimony  of  the  high  sense 
entertoined  by  Congress  of  liis  valor,  skill,  and  judicious 
conduct  in  the  memorable  campaign  of  1847. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  Major  General  Scott  in  such  terms  a.s  he  may 
deem  best  calculated  to  give  effect  to  the  objects  thereof. 

The  notice  was  entered  on  the  Journal. 
IMPOSTS. 

Mr.  HASKELL  nsked  the  general  consent  of 
the  House  to  introduce  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  read  for  information,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  this  House  copies  of  any  regu- 
lations or  instructions  emanating  either  from  the  War  or 
Treasury  Department,  under  which  any  tax  or  impost  duty 
is  collected,  or  directed  to  be  collected,  on  goods  or  mer- 
chandise shipped  from  any  port  in  the  United  States,  or 
from  any  foreign  port,  and  landed  or  entered  at  Brazos  S  in- 
tiago.  Point  Isabel,  or  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Rio 
Grande  ;  and  that  he  also  comnninicate  under  and  by  what 
authority  such  tax  or  duty  is  directed  to  be  collected. 

Objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was  not 
received. 

Mr.  T.  B.  KING  presented  a  communication 
received  by  him,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
enclosing  a  letter  from  the  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Docks  and  Yards,  asking  for  an  appropriation  for 
the  dry  dock  at  New  York. 

Mr.  SAWYER,  by  general  consent,  moved  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  read,  considered, 
and  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Ai^'airs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  excluding  all 
white  traders  from  the  Indian  territory,  and  confining  he 
trade  within  said  territory  exclusively  to  Indians  residing 
therein,  who  shall  have  free  intercourse  with  each  other  for 
commercial  and  all  other  purposes  connected  with  their  in- 
terests and  happincs.s,  and  to  report  to  this  House  by  bill  or 
otherwise,  as  early  as  practicable. 

OUTFIT  FOR  COMMISSIONER. 
Mr.  McClelland  asked  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  resolution 
instructing  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  Anthony 
Ten  Eyck,  United  States  commissioner  at  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  an  outfit.     Objected  to. 

PETITIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  proceeded  to  call  for  petitions 
in  the  reverse  order  of  the  States  and  Territories, 
commencing  with  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  presented  as  fol- 
lov/s  : 

By  Mr.  TWEEDY  :  Of  citizens  of  Potosi, 
Wisconsin  Territory,  asking  an  appropriation  to 
complete  the  improvement  of  the  landing  at  that 
place.  ^ 

Also,  of  citizens  of  Wisconsin,  praying  an  ap- 
propriation for  the  construction  of  a  harbor  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Manitonac  river. 

Also,  for  the  completion  of  the  harbor  at  Root 
river:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  of  the  same,  for  a  harbor  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Sheboygan. 

Also,  for  a  light-house  at  Sauk  harbor  :  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  BINGHAM  :  Of  citizens  of  Michigan, 
praying  the  establishment  of  a  daily  tnail  route 
from  Detroit,  Michigan,  on  the  Grand  River  road, 


to  Michigan,  the  capital  of  the  State:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  WICK:  The  petition  of  Hamilton 
Lapham,  praying  for  the  extension  of  a  patent 
riglit. 

Mr.  W.  said,  that  the  petition  was  directed  to 
the  Commissioner  of  Patents  ;  but,  having  been 
received  after  the  expii-ation  of  the  paient  riglit, 
and  consequently  too  late  for  that  officer  to'act 
upon  it,  .he  would  present  the  same  here,  and 
move  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

The  petition  was  so  referred. 

By  Mr.  INCtE  :  Of  members  of  the  bar,  and 
other  citizens  of  Alabama,  praying  that  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  ihe  middle 
district  of  Alabama  may  be  permanently  Irolden 
at  the  city  of  Tuscaloosa  :  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Jiidiciary. 

By  Mr.  W.  P.  HALL:  Of  citizens  of  northern 
Missouri,  asking  a  donation  of  lands  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph's 
railroad :  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

By  Mr.  CABELL  :  Preamble  and  resolutions 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  Florida,  relative  to 
indemnity  for  losses  sustained  in  the  Seminole 
war  ;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  C.  B-  SMITH  presented  the  petition  of  John 
M.  Sinclair  and  210  other  persons,  of  Jay  county, 
Indiana,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  and 
the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  CABELL  moved  to  lay  the  petition  on  the 
table;  which  question  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive by  yeas  and  nays  :  Yeas  76,  nays  70,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— iMessrs.  Barrihger,  Barrovi',  Birdsall,  Black,  Boyd, 
Boydon,  Richard  Bro.iheail,  William  G.  Broun,  (^laries 
Crov.-n,  Bnckner,  Cabell,  Chase,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson 
R.  W.  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crozier,  Cummin.^,  Diekin.-oii,  Don- 
nell,  Gainctt  Dujican,  Alexander  Evan-,  Faran,  Feather- 
ston,  French,  Fulton,  Gayle,  Gentiy,  Gogain,  Willard  P. 
H:ill,  Harmanson,  Harris,  Haskell,  tiill,  Hil  iard,  Geoige  S. 
Hou.-ton,  Inge,  Janiieson,  Andrew  Johnson,  James  H.  John- 
son, Robert  W.  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  John  W.  Jones, 
Kaufman,  Kennon,  Thoina.-  Butler  Kins:,  Lahin,  La  S6ie, 
McClernand,  McDowell,  McLane,  Mann,  Miller,  Morehead, 
Morse,  Pendleton,  Peyton,  Preston,  liichardson,  Riehey, 
Robinson,  Simpson,  Siin~,  Smart,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton, 
Stephens,  Thibodeaux,  Tompiuns,  Jacob  Thompson,  John 

B.  'I'hompson,  Toombs,  Turner,  Venable,  Wick,  Williams, 
and  Woodward — 76. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abbott,  John  Uuincy  Adams,  Green 
Adams,  Bingham,  Blanchard,  Brady,  Butler,  Canliy,  Cling- 
man,  Collanier,  Collins,  Conger,  Cranston,  Crowell,  Jiickey, 
Dixon,  Daniel  Duncan,  l^unn,  Edwards,  Embree,  Nathan 
Evan.=;,  Farrelly,  Fisher,  Giddinirs,  Giinnell,  Hale,  Nathan 
K.  Hail,  Henley,  Henry,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph 
It.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Kellogg,  Daniel  P.  I£ing,  Sidney  Law- 
rence, Lincoln,  McClellurd,  Marvin,  Morris,  Mullin,  Pal- 
frey, P.rck,  Petrie,  Reynolds,  Rockhill,  Julius  Rockwell, 
John  A.  Rockwell,  Root,  Uumsey,  St.  John,  Sawyer, 
Sclienck,  Slingerland,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith, 
Starkweather,  Andrew  Stewart,  Cliailes  E.  Stuart,  Strohm, 
Strong,  Sylvester,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Richard  W.  Thomp- 
son, Williaui  Thompson,  Tuck,  Warren,  and  White — 70. 

So  the  petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 
A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate, 
announcing  that  the  Senate  had  passed  resolutions 
in  relation  to  the  funei-al  of  the  Hon.  John  Fair- 
field, late  a  Senator  from  the  Slate  of  Maine. 
The  resolutions  were  read;  when, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Speakerof  this  House, its  membersand 
officers,  in  compliance  with  the  invitation  of  the  Senate,  and 
as  a  mark  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  the  late  i^enator  Fair- 
field,  will  attend  his  remains  and  accompany  them  to  the 
dep6t  at  4i  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  this  day,  where  tliey 
will  be  put,  into  the  care  ol  the  Hon.  Mr.  Clark,  to  be  ac- 
companied by  him  to  the  family  ol  the  deceased,  in  the  State 
of  Maine. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS, 
The  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 
The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
fer I'ed  : 

By  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut :  The  petition  of 

C.  L.  Dabell  said  710  others,  citizens  of  Ihe  United  St.ites, 
praying  that  an  iipproprialion  be  made  by  Congress  lor  the 
purpose  of  building  and  stationing  at  or  near  Uartlelt's  rc<  f, 
a  floating  light  and  bell-vessel,  of  dimensions  adequate  to 
the  deirnmds  of  the  commerce  ot'Lomi  Island  Sound.  AHo, 
that  tlK'  petition  and  papers  of  Abel  Gay  be  taken  from  the 
tiles  and  referred  to  the  Conunittee  of  Claims, 

By  Mr.  PENDLETON:  The  petition  of  Apollus  Cooper's 
heirs. 

By  Mr.  TALLMADGE:  The  menmrial  of  merchants  ami 
otln-rs  of  New  York,  on  the  subject  ofcvpcditini'  the  mnus:. 
Also,  the  petition  of  Joseph  Finerie,  for  a  return  of  duties 
paid  by  mistake  at  the  New  York  custom-house. 
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By  Mr.  CROWELL:  Tlie  petition  of  John  H.  Clark  and 
others,  cili/.pus  of  Braceville,  TriiiDbiill  county,  Ohio,  pray- 
ing for  peace  witii  Mexico.  Al?o,  the  petition  of  Peter 
Snyder  and  others,  heirs-at-law  of  John  Snyder,  deceased, 
foe  relief.  &.c. 

By  .Mr.  PECK :  The  petition  of  Gershom  Carpenter  and 
others,  tor  the  e.»tahlishnient  of  a  post  route  from  Norlhnni- 
hiTland.  New  Hampshire,  to  East  Burk,  Vermont,  tlirough 
Guildhall,  Granhy,  and  Victory,  Vermont. 

.Mr.  MORSE  presented  the  petition  of  Andrew  Brien  and 
110  others,  prayins  for  the  establishment  of  an  additional 
post  route  in  Louisiana,  and  moved  its  reference  to  the 
Comiuitlee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  December  29,  1847. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate, a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made 
agreeably  to  law,  accompanied  by  an  abstract  of 
expenditures,  under  the  head  of  contingent  ex- 
penses, as  settled  and  allowed  at  the  office  of  the 
Fourth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  from  the  1st  day 
of  October,  1846,  to  the  30th  day  of  September, 
1847. 

The. VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate, a  report  of  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, made  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  20ih  instant,  accompanied  by  a  report 
from  the  Commis.sionerof  the  General  Land  Ojfice, 
in  relation  to  the  information  required  by  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  11th  February,  1846, 
respecting  the  public  lands  subject  to  overflow  in 
the  State  of  Arkansas,  by  the  Mississippi,  Arkan- 
sas, White,  Black,  Red,  and  St.  Francis  rivers,  in 
said  State,  &c.;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate, a  communication  from  the  acting  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  report  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  in  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  tiie  Senate  of  December  7,  1847, 
respecting  the  military  reservation  and  private  land 
claiin*  at  Sault  Ste.  IVlarie,  together  with  a  map 
thereof. 

PETITIONS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  Thompson,  a  British  subject, 
praying  compensation  for  lescuing  the  crew  of 
an  American  merchant  vessel  wrecked  at  sea; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam W.  Gitt,  praying  that  the  heirs  and  repre- 
sentatives of  claimants  to  lands  under  the  act  of 
February,  17,  1815,  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  late  county  of  New  Madrid,  Missouri  Ter- 
ritory, in  whose  favor  certificates  have  been  issued, 
to  locale  the  same  upon  the  unappropriated  public 
lands;  which  -was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  pre.sented  the  petition  of  Dan- 
iel McKissick,  praying  that  a  patent  may  be  is- 
sued to  him  for  the  lands  settled  by  him  in  the 
Oregon  Territory;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  New 
York,  praying  an  appropriation  for  improving  the 
harbor  at  that  place;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  the  petition  of  Jona- 
than Lewis,  praying  compensation  for  depreda- 
tions committed  on  his  property  by  the  Cherokee 
Indian,"?,  while  residing  among  those  Indians  under 
a  permit;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  presented  resolutions  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  instructing  the  Sena- 
tors, and  requesting  the  Representatives  of  that 
State,  in  Congress,  to  use  their  efforts  to  procure 
the  assent  of  Congress  to  the  sale  of  the  salt 
spring.s  in  Gallatin  county;  and  the  ratification  of 
all  sales  of  salt  springs  heretofore  made  by  the 
State  of  Illinois  without  the  consent  of  Congress; 
which  were  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  L.-ind.s,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  a  memoriffi  of  citizens 
of  Illinois,  praying  that  the  right  of  preemption 
may  be  grunted  to  the  Central  Railroad  Compatiy, 
to  the  lands  along  the  route  of  their  road;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DIX  pre.sented  the  proceedings  of  a  meet- 
ing of  citizens  of  New  York,  in  favor  of  the  adop. 
lion  of  measures  for  expediting  tlieiniiils  between 
that  city  and  New  Orleans:  referred  to  the  Com- 
niitiee  on  the  Post  Oillcc  and  Post  Roads. 


Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  of  the  Common 
Council  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  praying 
an  appropriation  for  improving  the  harbor  at  tliat 
place;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Buffalo,  New  Yorlc,  praying  an  appropriation  for 
improving  the  harbor  at  that  place;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  tlie  Coinmittee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Hillsborough  county,  Florida,  praying  the 
establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Tampa  Bay  to 
Manila  river;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  presented  the 
memorial  of  David  Myerle,  praying  indemnity  for 
losses  sustained  by  him  in  his  efforts  to  produce 
water-rotted  heinp  for  the  use  of  the  navy;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afl!airs. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  John 
G.  Mackall,  deceased,  praying  compensation  for 
property  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  the  last  war 
with  Great  Britain;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  George  Gibson, 
deceased,  an  officer  in  the  revolutionary  army, 
praying  to  be  allowed  commutation  pay;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BELL,  it  was 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  memorial  of  the  lepresentative  of  Wil- 
liam Kusswunn,  on  the  tiles  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DIX,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  Hush  M.  McLean,  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  it  was 
Ordered,  Tliat  the  memorial  of  Richard  S.  Co.\e,  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Doufilas,  on  the 

files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Cominiltee  on  the 

Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Md.,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Gilbert  Stalker  and  N.  B. 

Hill,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 

of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Md.,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  James  F.  Sothoron,  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BREESE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Richard  Mc- 

Carty,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Coni- 

mitlce  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  the  forward  officers  of 

the  late  exploring  expedition,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BREESE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Ste|)hen  Steele  and  James 
Damil,  on  the  files  of"  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee OH  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  Joshua  Uodge  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
memorial  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  George  T.  Sinclair  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  memorial  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  was 
■Ordered,  That  the  let!al  representative  of  William  Shippen 
have  leave  to  withdraw  his  memorial  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HALE,  sundry  resolutions, 
presented  a  few  days  ago,  from  the  Legislature  of 
New  Plampshire, relative  to  the  courts  in  that  State, 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BALDWIN,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Coniinittco  on  Pensions  be  discharged 

from  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  ()assed  by 

the  Senate,  on  the  2.jd  instant,  in  relation  to  naval  pensions ; 

and  that  the  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  La.,  it  was 
Ordered,  'j'hat  the}  Cominiltee  on  Pen.-ious  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  peiitiim  of  Hugh  Wal- 
lace Wormlcy,  and  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorial  of  John  Croshy;  and  that  the  said  petition  and  me- 
morial be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  gave  notice  that  he  would, 

j[  at  an  early  day,  ask  leave  of  the  Senate  to  iiitro- 

il  duce  a  iiill  for  the  relief  of  .Teanelte  C.  Hunting- 

;;  ton,   widow  and    sole  executrix  of  William   D. 

Checver,  deceased. 

: 

BILLS  REPORTED  ON  LEAVE,   ETC. 
j        Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  BAGBY  asked  and  ob- 
''  tained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  the  [lay- 


ment  of  interest  on  the  amount  advanced  by  the 
State  of  Alabama  to  the  General  Government, 
pending  the  Creek  hostilities  in  1836  and  1837; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  ASHLEY  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  a  per- 
manent general  preemption  system  in  favor  of  ac- 
tual settlers  on  the  public  lands;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pul:)iic  Lands. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  M:r.  DICKINSON  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Asa  Andrews,  of  Ipswich,  in  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts; which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims.  He  also  presented  a  docu- 
ment relating  to  the  subject;  which  was  referred  to 
the  said  Committee,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  BRADBURY  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  changing  the 
time  of  holding  the  terms  of  the  Circuit  Court  of 
the  United  States  in  the  district  of  Maine;  which 
was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  YULEE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  a  member  be  appointed  by  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs, 
occasioned  by  the  decease  of  the  Hon.  John  Fairfield. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CASS,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  existing  war  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico;  which  was 
read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

[This  bill  authorizes  the  President,  should  the 
exigencies  of  the  war  require  it,  to  call  for  and  ac- 
cept the  services  of  additional  volunteers,  not  to 
exceed  the  number  of  20,000,  that  may  offer,  either 
as  cavalry,  infantry,  or  riflemen;  to  serve  three 
years  after  they  shall  have  arrived  at  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  unless  sooner  discharged;  to  receive 
pay  as  volunteers  under  existing  laws.  The  Pres- 
ident has  the  power,  when  the  regiment  is  reduced 
in  rank  and  file,  to  discharge  apartofthe  commis- 
sioned officers,  leaving  not  more  than  three  for  six- 
ty men,  and  not  more  than  two  for  forty  rank  and 
file;  and  when  a  company  is  reduced  to  twenty,  he 
may  discharge  the  whole  company,  and  receive  a 
new  company  of  not  less  than  eighty  rank  and  file; 
provided  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  re- 
quire the  President  to  reduce  the  officers  or  dis- 
charge a  company,  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  reduced 
company  can  be  filled  up  by  recruiting.  The  Pres- 
ident is  also  authorized,  when  regiments  of  volun- 
teers are  reduced,  to  receive  additional  companies 
for  such  regiments,  provided  the  whole  is  not  in- 
creased beyond  1,000  rank  and  file.  The  volun- 
teers raised  under  this  act  shall  be  discharged  with- 
in six  months  after  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  of 
peace.] 

Mr.  CASS,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  to  provide  clothing  for  volun- 
teers in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  La.,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  continue 
the  pensions  of  certain  widows,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  compen- 
sate John  M.  Moore,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. He  also  submitted  a  report  on  the  subject, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on  Pat- 
ents and  the  Patent  Office,  reported  a  Bill  to  pro- 
vide for  additional  examining  clerks  in  the  Patent 
Office,  and  for  additional  fees  in  certain  cases  ; 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
He  also  submitted  a  communication  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Patents,  relating  to  the  subject;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.   WESTCOTT,    from   the  Committee  of. 
Claims,  to  whom  the  documents  relating  to  the 
claim  of  Lemuel  B.  Nicholls  were  referred,  sub- 
mitted an  adverse  report;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
]>rinled. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Henry 
Simpson,  administrator  of  George  Simpson,  de- 
ceased, submitted  an  adverse  report;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Miss.,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  he  dis- 
cliarged  from  tlie  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
James  13d\vard.s,  administrator  of  Edward  M.  Wanton;  and 
that  it  be  rcl'erred  to  tlie  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Miss.,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  dis- 
charaed  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
James  Edwards;  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ASHLEY,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the    Conuiiittee  on  the  Judiciary  be  dis- 
charged from  the  furtlier  con>ideration  of  the  petition  of 
John  Eruce,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  tlie  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  fiom  the  Committee  on  the  .Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mil- 
ledge  Galphin,  executor  of  the  last  will  and  tes- 
tament of  George  Galphin,  deceased,  submitted  a 
report  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing., 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 
Mr.  YULEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
William  A.  Christian,  reported  a  bill  for  his  re- 
lief; which  wasTead  and  passed  to  a  second  read- 
ing- 
Mr.  YULEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
heirs  of  All  drew  D.  Crosby,  reported  a  bill  for  their 
relief;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to 
allow  further  time  for  satisfying  claims  for  bounty 
lands  for  military  services  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  and  for  other  purposes,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

SUBSISTENCE  FOR  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
House,  making  an  appropriation  to  supply  in  part 
a  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  for  subsistence 
in  kind,  of  the  army  and  volunteers  during  the 
year  ending  the  30th  June,  1848,  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  moved  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  said  bill;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up  for  consideration  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  ' 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  :  It  will  be  perceived 
that  the  bill  only  makes  an  appropriation  in  part 
to  supply  the  deficiency  which  exists  in  the  appro- 
priation for  the  subsistence  in  kind  of  the  army 
and  volunteers  for  the  current  year.  The  remain- 
der of  the  deficiency,  which  I  believe  will  be 
about  f{i3,000,000,  is  reserved  for  a  more  minute 
and  particular  examination.  To  show  the  neces- 
sity for  passing  this  bill  at  this  time,  I  ask  that 
the  letter  accompanying  it  be  read. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  following  letter : 
War  Department, 
Washington,  December  17,  1847. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  you  a  letter  from  the 
Commissary  General,  showing  the  pressing  necessity  of  an 
early  appropriation  for  the  deficiency  in  the  Commissary 
Department.  It  is  exceeiliijgly  imporlant  to  the  public  ser- 
vice that  immediate  provision  should  be  made  to  meet  the 
deficiencies,  not  only  in  that  department,  but  also  those  in 
the  other  branches  of  the  War  Department,  for  which  esti- 
mates have  been  made  and  submitted  to  Congress.  Any 
delay  in  this  respect  will  be  highly  detrimental  to  the  public 
interest. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MARCY,  Secretary  of  War. 
Hon.  S.  F.  Vinton,    Chairman    Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means,  Home  of  Representatices. 

Office  of  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence, 

Washington,  December  17,  1847. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  appropriations 
applicable  to  "army  subsistence  "  are  nearly  exhausted. 

The  whole  sum  now  remaining  to  the  credit  of  such  ap- 
propriations does  not  exceed  sixty  thousand  dollars;  and 
that  sum  is  absolutely  necessary  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 
recruiting  service. 

Recent  inlbrniation  from  the  principal  oommissaries  of 
eubsistence  in  Mexico,  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  respect- 
fully ask  that  the  early  attention  of  Congress  may  be  called 
to  my  "estimate"  of  the  9th  November,  in  which  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  former  appropriations  is  stated,  as  drafts  to  the 
Hmount  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  may  be  daily  ex- 
pected to  reach  the  United  States,  and,  as  above  shown,  this 
department  has  no  means  of  paying  them. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obi  dient  servant, 

GEO.  GlbSON,  O.  G.  S. 
Hon.  W.  I,.MAncY,  Secretary  oj  War. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland.  I  rise,  sir,  not 
for  the  purpose  of  offering  any  opposition  to  the 


passage  of  this  bill,  but  tj  ask  the  chairman  of 
the  committee,  if  he  knows  what  is  probably  the 
entire  deficiency  in  the  estimates;  and  if  he  can 
also  explain  to  the  Senate,  why  it  is,  that  the  esti- 
mates were  not  sufficienly  large  at  the  last  session. 
Mr.  ATHERTON.  In  reply  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Maryland,  I  will  say  that  it  appears 
from  the  estimates  which  have  been  furnished,  that 
the  entire  deficiency  is  p,987,939  74. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  (in  his  seat.)  Nearly  four 
niillions. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  (in  his  seat.)  Up  to  this 
date.' 

Mr.  ATHERTON.     Nearly  four  millions  for 
the  current  year.     To  show  the  reason  for  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  estimate  for  the  appropriation  for 
the  current  year,  I  would  ask  that  the  letter  from 
the  Commis.sary  General  of  Subsistence  be  read. 
The  Secretary  then  read  the  following  letter  : 
Office  of  Commissary  General  of  Subsistence, 
Washington,  November  9,  1847. 

Sir:  In  submitting  with  tliis  an  "estimate  of  the  prob- 
able amount  that  will  be  required  to  meet  the  deficiency  in 
the  former  appropriation  for  the  subsistence  of  the  regular 
army  and  volunteers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
from  December  J ,  1847,  to  June  yo,  1848,"  I  have  the  honor 
to  make  the  following  report  in  explanation  : 

At  the  time  when  this  department  was  making  heavy  pur- 
chases for  shipment  to  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico,  and  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Eio  Grande,  Texas,  large  shipments  of  breadstuffs, 
as  well  as  other  articles  composing  the  army  ration,  were 
being  made  to  Europe. 

The  shipments  to  Europe  enhanced  the  price  of  produce 
in  general  nearly  one-half  of  its  previous  value;  and  this 
enhanced  price  was  kept  up  for  ?ome  months. 

My  annual  estimate  of  the  probable  price  of  the  ration 
made  November  10,  1846,  was  only  fifteen  cents.  That  es- 
timate nf  course  was  made  at  the  time  vi'ithnnt  any  expect- 
ation of  such  a  rise  in  the  price  of  produce,  and  fell  far 
short  of  the  cost  of  the  ration  by  purchase. 

The  appropriation  for  the  ten  additional  regiments  of  regu- 
lar troops  (authorized  after  my  estimate  of  November  10, 
lf46)  was  made  for  only  four  months — say  from  March  1, 
1847,  to  June  30,  1847.  All  the  troops  composing  those  regi- 
ments are  now  in  service,  will  probably  so  remain  up  to 
June  30, 1848,  and  will  have  to  be  subsisted  to  that  date. 

Here  will  be  seen  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  of  one 
year,  for  this  large  body  of  troops. 

All  the  volunteers  who  entered  the  service  for  "one 
year"  were  not  mustered  out  of  it  at  the  expiration  of  their 
time;  but  many  of  them  had  to  be  subsisted  for  a  longer  pe- 
riod than  they  were  appropriated  for. 

Since  June  30,  1847,  nine  additional  regiments  of  volun- 
teers have  been  called  into  service  without  any  additional 
appropriation  being  made  to  meet  the  expense  of  subsisting 
them.  They  have  been  subsisted  so  far  out  of  the  last  an- 
nual appropriation. 

The  portion  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  Major 
General  Scott,  since  it  left  Jalapa,  has  been  almost  wholly 
supplied  with  subsistence  from  the  country  in  the  vicinity 
of  its  operations,  and  at  prices  varying  from  twenty-six  to 
thirty-two  cents  per  ration — being  an  increase  from  eleven 
to  seventeen  cents  per  ration  above  the  estimated  price. 

The  "recruiting  service"  has  tended  greatly  to  increase 
the  expenses  of  this  denartment,  as  the  complete  ration, 
furnished  under  special  contracts  made  throughout  the 
country,  costs  nearly  double  the  estimated  price. 

Owing  to  the  nature  of  the  climate  of  Mexico,  and  the 
imperfect  storehouses,  (the  ai'ticles  of  subsistence  being 
perishable,)  much  has  been  lost  from  decay  and  wastage, — 
as  also  from  wrecks  during  transpojtation. 

All  these  things  combined  will,  I  trust,  satisfactorily  show 
the  necessity,  as  well  as  the  correctness,  of  the  estimated 
deficiency  now  asked  for. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  GIBSON,  C.  G.  S. 

Hon.  W.  L.  Marcy,  Secretary  of  War. 

No  amendment  being  offered,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  it  pass  to  a  third  reading. 

The  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  it  pass. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House 
of  Representatives  accordingly. 

THE  MADISON  PAPERS. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  rose  for  the  purpo.se  of 
inquiring  whether  the  bill  for  the  purchasing  of 
the  papers  of  President  Madison  was  not  the 
order  of  the  day  for  this  day.  It  had  been  made 
the  special  order  for  Monday  last;  and  he  sup- 
posed, therefore,  it  was  now  the  first  business  in 
order..  He  inquired  if  it  would  not  come  up  for 
consideration  at  this  time  as  a  matter  of  course. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  replied  that  it 
would  require  a  motion  to  take  it  up. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  then  moved  to  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  that  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  was 
taken  up  for  consideration  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  HALE  rose  and  observed,  that  he  wished 
the  consideration  of  this  bill  might  be  postponed. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Connecticut,  [Mr. 
NiLEs,]  who  is  not  now  in  his  seat,  I  believe,  is 
desirous  of  addressing  the  Senate  in  opposition  to  it, 


and  if  that  honorable  Senator  does  not  do  so,  I  will 
for  myself  say,  that  I  hope  the  bill  will  not  pass. 
I  hope  it  will  not  receive  the  favorable  considera- 
tion of  this  body;  for  I  think  it  is,  in  effect,  though 
not  exactly  so  in  form,  creating  improperly  a  civil 
pension  list,  by  granting,  under  the  form  of  a  pur- 
chase, a  sum  of  money.  I  think  that  the  whole 
system  is  radically  wrong,  and  if  in  order,  I  will 
move  that  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  hope  the  motion  will 
not  prevail  for  its  postponement  to  so  late 'a  day. 
Although,  if  the  honorable  Senator  desires  a  short 
postponement,  I  should  have  no  objection  that  it 
be  passed  by  informally,  so  that  it  may  remain  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow.  If  that  will  be 
satisfactory  to  the  Senator,  I  shall  have  no  objec- 
tion to  its  being  informally  passed  over. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  would  inquire  whether,  if  the 
bill  be  passed  over  informally,  it  will  of  necessity 
come  up  for  consideration  to-morrow? 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  It  will,  I  presume,  come 
up  of  necessity  to-morrow.  If  not,  I  will  move 
that  it  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HALE.  The  Senator  from  Connecticut  is 
absent,  on  account  of  news  received  of  sickness  in 
his  family.  He  cannot  be  here  to-morrow,  and  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  the  bill  may  be  postponed 
until  Monday. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  trust  that  motion  will 
not  prevail.  Many  other  Senators  are  absent, 
and  It  is  hardly  to  be  expected,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  things,  that  there  will  be  at  any  time  an 
entirely  full  Senate.  I  do  not  propose  myself  to 
occupy  one  moment  of  the  time  of  the  Senate.  I 
hope  the  motion  for  postponement  will  not  pre- 
vail. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  the  bill  until  Monday  next,  it  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  The  sense  of  the  Senate 
has  been  so  clearly  manifested  in  favor  of  this  bill, 
that  I  trust  the  honorable  Senator  will  now  with- 
draw his  objections  and  permit  the  bill  to  be  read 
a  third  time  this  day.  I  move  that  it  be  now  re£|.d 
a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  The  question  is  now,  I  believe, 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill;  will  it  be  in  order  to 
move  that  it  be  made  the  special  order  for  to-mor- 
row.' I  am  not  fully  prepared  to  give  my  vote 
upon  it,  and  if  I  am  driven  to  a  vote  at  this  time,  I 
shall  be  compelled  to  vote  against  it.  I  desire  an 
opportunity  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and  perhapts  I  may  propose  to  modify  the 
iDill.  Will  it  be  in  order  now  to  make  a  motion 
for  its  postponement  until  to-morrow.' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator  is 
at  liberty  to  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  will  only  suggest  to 
my  honorable  friend,  that  the  bill,  by  a  vote  of  the 
Senate,  has  passed  beyond  that  stage  when  it  would 
be  subject  to  amendment,  and  therefore,  if  his  object 
be  to  amend  the  bill,  it  cannot  well  be  accomplish- 
ed without  retracing  our  steps.  To  allow  the  hon- 
orable Senator  an  opportunity  to  express  any  rea- 
sons that  he  may  have  against  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  is  a  courtesy  which  I  would  be  disposed,  at 
all  times,  to  extend;  but  I  hope  that  the  Senator 
will  not  press  any  motion  for  delay.  I  should  be 
very  much  gratified  if  the  bill  might  be  allowed  to 
pass  to-day;  and  I  hope  the  Senator  will  withdraw 
his  proposition  for  postponement,  unless  there  be 
some  particular  object  to  be  accomplished  by  it. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  have  so  many  difficulties  on 
the  subject,  that  if  the  vote  be  forced  upon  me  now, 
I  shall,  very  probably,  be  constrained  to  vote 
against  the  bill.  I  do  not  desire,  however,  to  pre- 
vent its  passage,  provided  it  receive  a  slight  modi- 
fication. I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  papers  of 
Mr.  Madison  will,  in  time  to  come,  be  more  valu- 
able than  they  are  now;  and  if  they  are  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  legacy  to  the  widow  of  that  distinguish- 
ed men,  I  would  not  deprive  her,  in  the  slightest 
degree,  of  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  that  lega- 
cy during  her  lifetime;  but  thcie  is  a  provision  in. 
the  bill,  I  perceive,  thats;ives  hcrthe  power  to  dis- 
pose of  the  fund  appropriated  to  her  use,  by  will. 
Now,  if  I  could  modify  the  bill  m  this  way,  to  give 
five  thousand  dollars  down,  and  twenty  thousand 
dollars  during  her  lifetime  fo»f  such   papers  as  a 
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committpe  niio;ht  select,  I  would  be  entirely  will- 
in»;  lull  I  would  l)c  very  unwilling  tog-ive  the  ben- 
efit of  this  le:r:'cy  to  a  strtins;er.  I  am  entirely  in 
favor  of  Kivins:  it  to  Mrs.  Madison  herself;  but 
how  far  I  would  ijive  her  the  power  of  disposing-  of 
it  by  will,  I  nni  not  now  prepared  to  say.  I  say 
to  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  that  I  would  be  will- 
in?  to  jive  «p.T,000  down,  and  the  remainder  ofthe 
$25,000  in  trust  for  herdurino-  her  life  time;  and  if 
the  papers  are  worth  more  than  that  sum,  I  would 
go  so  far  n.s  to  select  from  the  papers  so  much  of 
them  as  will  amount  to  that  value,  leaving  the 
rest  to  rise  in  value,  as  I  believe  they  undoubt- 
edly will,  and  to  be  purchased  hereafter,  in  case 
it  be  deemed  expedient.  I  firmly  believe  that 
these  papers  will  be  looked  to  in  future  times 
with  much  interest,  and  with  great  advantage,  both 
to  the  statesman  and  the  scholar,  and  I  do  not  wish 
to  deprive  the  widow  of  Mr.  Madison  ofthe  bene- 
fit which  she  may  ultimately  derive  from  their  in- 
ci-cased  value;  but  to  give  her  the  right  to  dispose 
ofthe  purchase  money  by  will,  perhaps  to  an  utter 
stranger,  i.s  a  thing  to  which  1  am  not  prepared  to 
consent. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  If  this  money  is  to  be  consid- 
ered as  a  gratuity  to  Mrs.  Madison,  and  for  which 
no  value  is  received,  I  would  very  readily  agree 
with  the  su<;2:estion  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Soiuh  Carolina,  lliat  that  which  i.s  designed  as  a 
gratuity  should  be  personal  to  her,  enjoyed  during 
her  life,  and  terminate  at  her  death.  But  if,  as  I 
suppose  to  be  the  case,  it  is  a  purchase  of  papers 
r  )nceded  by  the  honorable  Senator,  and  felt  I 
presume  by  the  great  majority  of  the  Senate,  to 
be  of  great  and  increasing  value,  as  containing  the 
opinions  of  one  ofthe  most  enlightened  statesmen 
of  the  early  days  of  this  Republic — if  it  is  to  be 
considered  as  a  contract  between  the  Government 
and  Mrs.  Madison  as  the  possessor  and  proprietor 
of  tlw'se  papers,  for  which  value  is  s'vcn,  then  I 
submit  to  my  honorable  friend  that  the  money  which 
is  so  given  is  no  longer  the  money  ofthe  Govern- 
ment, but  becomes  the  money  of  the  other  party 
to  the  contract,  and  subject  exclusively  to  her  dis- 
posal. Sir,  the  provisions  in  this  bill  are  not  in- 
troduced from  any  idea  that  this  is  a  gratuity,  but 
that  for  the  sum  which  it  is  proposed  to  appropri- 
ate we  receive  a  valual)le  considertition.  1  suggest, 
then,  whether  it  would  be  proper  that  we  should 
j)lace  any  restraint  upon  the  disposition  of  the 
money  after  its  ownership  has  thus  been  chan<;ed, 
and  I  should  hone  that  the  honorable  Senator,  after 
witnessing  the  expression  of  the  decision  on  the 
part  of  a  majority  of  the  Senate,  that  this  bill 
should  be  allowed  to  pass,  would  not  persevere  in 
opposins;  ius  pas.sage  at  this  time,  in  order  that  it 
may  avoid  encountering  the  fate  which  it  met  at  the 
last  session  in  consequence  of  unnecessary  delay. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  have  not  had  time  to  exam- 
ine the  manuscripts,  nor  am  I  convinced  that  Con- 
gress ou^ht  to  purchase  the  whole  of  them  at  this 
time;  and  I  believe  also,  as  has  been  already  sug- 
gested, that  these  manuscripts  will  become  more 
valuable  hereafter,  atul  I  desire  that  Mrs.  Madison 
shall  receive  the  full  benefit  of  her  illustrious  hus- 
band's works.  I  would  be  perfectly  willing,  as  I 
have  said  already,  to  give  Mrs.  Madison  all  that 
she  desires  during-  her  lifetime  for  such  papers  as 
may  be  selected  by  a  committee.  In"  this  way 
everything  that  is  necessary  will  be  accomplished; 
but  i  must  repeat,  that  if  the  bill  be  forced  upon  me 
ns  it  stands,  1  shall  very  reluclatilly  (for  it  is  con- 
trary to  my  disposition  to  oppose  a  matter  of  this 
kind)  be  compelled  to  vote  a^iunst  it;  for  I  am 
not  now  prepared  to  vote  for  it,  and  I  am  not  wil- 
ling to  be  forced  into  a  vote  before  I  am  prepared. 
I  only  ask  time  to  examine  the  mailer,  and  it  may 
he  when  I  have  made  that  examination,  that  I  will 
yield  up  my  objections,  but  I  cannot  give  them  up 
without  nn  f)pportuniiy  of  satisfying  myself  in  re- 
gard to  them,  for  I  should  distrust  myself  in  such 
a  ca.^e  a.s  tliis,  lest  my  fecling.s  should  get  the  bet- 
ter of  my  judgment. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  certainly  had  hoped 
that  the  Senator  would  be  content  to' yield  his  op- 
position after  witne.ssing  the  manif(;st  disposition 
of  the  Senate  that  the  bill  should  [pa.ss.  If  the 
lionorable  Senator  [)ersists  in  his  desire  for  the 
postponement  until  lo-morrow,  I  will  acr|uiesee. 
.  Mr.  BUTLER.  I  do  desire  its  posipcmement, 
and  perhaps  I  may  give  up  my  objections.  I  have 
not  had  iitne,  or  if  I  had,  I  have  not  av.iilrd  mv- 
Hi;lf  of  it,  I,)  (!XMmine  the  subject  so  as  to  enable 
me  to  vote  intelligently. 


Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  If  thegentleman  desires 
the  postponement,  1  shall  not  resist  it,  for  the  bill 
will,  I  suppose,  come  up  of  necessity  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT.  I  desire  to  make  an  expla- 
nation, in  order  to  relieve  myself  from  the  imputa- 
tion of  inconsistency  in  voting,  as  I  intend,  against 
this  bill,  unless  it  be  idtered,  in  view  of  the  vote 
which  1  srave  at  the  last  session. 

The  bill  of  last  session  prorposed  to  crive  Mrs. 
Madison  the  same  sum,  twenty  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  invested  in  stocks  for  her  use,  and  five  thou- 
sand dollars  to  be  paid  to  her  immediately.  I  liad 
no  objection  to  that  bill.  I  resrarded  that  pay- 
ment not  as  a  gifi  or  a  pension,  but  as  a  considera- 
tion for  the  papers,  which  were  well  worth  the 
money  to  the  American  public.  My  objection  to 
the  present  bill  is,  that  it  creates  trustees  to  take 
care  of  the  fund  for  Mrs.  Madison  by  act  of  Con- 
gress. There  is  no  precedent  for  the  creation 
of  such  ofiicers.  It  is  a  dangerous  jirecedent.  I 
doubt  the  power,  and  have  no  doubt  ofthe  impro- 
priety of  such  legislation  by  Congress.  Congress 
has  a  right  to  purchase,  but  no  right  to  fetter  the 
payment  of  the  considei'ation-money  with  the  con- 
dition that  it  shall  be  vested  in  trustees.  This  is 
the  first  ca.se  ofthe  kind  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  (in  his  seat.)  It  was  at 
the  request  of  Mrs.  Madison  that  such  an  arrange- 
ment was  made. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT.  That  does  not  alter  the 
case  with  me.  Her  consent  would  no  doubt  be 
given  to  a  donation  in  any  form  as  a  matter  of 
course.  I  object  to  the  establishment  of  such  a 
precedent,  after  which  any  person  having  a  claim 
before  Congress  can  make  an  arrangement  for  the 
appointment  of  trustees,  and  thus  defraud  bona  fide 
creditors.  If  it  were  a  mere  gratuity,  the  objec- 
tion would  not  apply;  but  as  this  is  a  considera- 
tion paid  for  the  papers,  the  objecticm  is  with  me 
insuperable.  I  cannot  vote  for  the  bill  in  its  pres- 
ent form,  although  I  have  no  objection,  constitu- 
tional or  otherwise,  to  giving  the  money  in  con- 
sideration for  the  papers  out-and-out  to  Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr.  BADGER.  If  I  understood  correctly  the 
remarks  which  have  been  made  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Florida,  he  has  said  that  he  voted 
for  the  bill  of  last  session,  but  if  pressed  to  vote  on 
the  present  bill,  he  will  vote  against  it  for  certain 
reasons  which  he  has  assignetl.  Now,  if  I  recol- 
lect the  terms  of  the  bill  which  passed  the  Senate 
by  a  very  large  majority  at  the  last  session,  it  was 
liable  to  the  objections  stated  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Florida  in  *  still  higher  degree 
than  they  can  be  possibly  supposed  to  apply  to  the 
present  bill.  If  I  recollect  aright  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  of  last  session,  it  actually  went  so  tar  as  to 
preclude  Mrs.  Madison  from  anticipating  any  of 
the  coming  payments  on  account  of  interest  before 
they  should  fall  due.  But  what  are  the  objections 
that  it  is  an  act  of  Congress  creating  trustees,  and 
on  which  the  honorable  gentleman  calls  in  ques- 
tion the  right  of  Congress  to  pass  such  a  bill .' 

With  very  gieat  respect  to  the  opinion  of  the 
honorable  gentleman — and  certainly,  as  a  lawyer, 
as  well  as  on  other  grounds,  his  opinion  is  entitled 
to  the  highest  consideration — it  does  .seem  to  me 
that  he  has  presented  an  entirely  new  phase  of 
constitutional  difficulty.  Congress  proposes  to 
buy  from  Mrs.  Madison  certain  papers,  and  the 
bill  assumes  that  these  [)npers  are  worth  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  which  sum  Congress  pro- 
poses to  pay  to  the  proprietor  of  these  papers,  to 
lie  held  for  her  interest.  The  proprietor  of  these 
papers  is  willing,  and  desires  that  payment  should 
i)e  made  to  her  in  the  following  manner:  That  of 
the  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  five  thousand 
should  be  paid  to  her  immediately,  and  the  re- 
maining twenty  thousand  should  be  put  in  the 
hands  of  three  gentlemen,  to  lie  held  by  them,  by 
the  last  survivor,  and  executors,  and  administra- 
tors ofthe  last  survivor,  upon  trust;  who  will  pay 
to  her  the  interest;  with  power  to  her  to  dispose 
of  the  principal  sum  by  her  last  will  and  testa- 
ment. Where  is  the  constitutional  objection  here? 
The  money,  according  to  this  contract,  that  would 
be  coming  to,  and  be  due  to  Mrs.  Madison  after 
the  five  thousand  dollars  are  paid,  and  that  to  be 
paid  into  the  hands  of  certain  trustees,  was  the 
money  ofthe  Government,  and  would  become  the 
money  of  Mrs.  Madison.  Well,  if  the  ])arty  who 
is   to  give  the  money,  and  the  jnuty  who  ia  to  rc- 


<'eive  it,  both  agree  to  a  certain  disposition  of  it, 
how  is  it  possible  that  there  can  be  any  constitu- 
tional difficulty?  If  Congress  have  the  right  to 
buy  the  papers,  and  pay  away  tlie  money,  cer- 
tainly it  has  a  right,  with  consent  of  the  seller  of 
the  papers,  to  make  such  disposition  ofthe  money 
as  mnv  be  agreed  upon.  Where,  I  again  ask,  is 
the  difficulty?  Why,  Mrs.  Madison  may  dispose 
of  the  principal  fund  by  her  will,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  this  arrangement,  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor supposes  that  the  just  claims  of  creditors  may 
be  evaded.     • 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  (in  his  seat.)  It  is  tying 
up  the  fund. 

.  Mr.  BADGER.  W^hat  principle  of  constitution- 
al law  is  opposed  to  "tying  up  the  fund?"  What 
principle  of  common  law  is  opposed  to  it?  How- 
ever, sir,  the  bill  is,  I  believe,  to  stand  over,  and  I 
will  not  detain  the  Senate.  Indeed,!  should  not 
have  made  any  remarks  at  all  on  the  subject, 
had  it  not  been  for  the  observations  of  the  Senator 
from  Florida;  but  aware  of  his  distinguished  legal 
reputation,  I  was  afraid,  lest  it  might  go  out  that 
we  were  doing  some  strange  things  here,  and  that 
by  our  legislation  we  were  about  to  disregard  the 
obligations  of  deljtors.  It  seems  to  me,  as  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Florida  knows  very  well, 

j  that  where  a  person  has  a  power  to  be  exercised, 
accor'ling  to  his  best  will  and  discretion,  he  nuist 

]  exercise  it,  if  he  do  so  at  all,  for  the  benefit  of  cred- 
itors. This  is,  therefore,  the  most  beneficial  form 
in  which  control  over  this  fund  could  be  exercised. 
The  interest  is  to  be  given  to  this  venerable  relict 
of  a  most  distinguished  man;  and  at  her  death  she 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  bestowing  that  fund 
which  has  produced  the  interest,  on  the  objects  of 
her  regard — on  those  who  have  lingered  around 
her  dying  bed,  and  ministered  to  her  in  her  declin- 
ing years,  and  to  whom  she  would  be,  therefore, 
di.sposed  to  leave  a  memorial  of  her  kindness  and 
testimony  of  her  gratitude. 

For  one,  I  was  sorry  that  my  honorable  friend 
from  South  Carolina  felt  it  to  be  his  duty — acting, 
as  I  know  he  did,  from  the  purest  and  most  hon- 
oi-able  motive.s — to  make  the  slightest  objection  to 
the  passage  of  this  bill.  A  similar  bill  was  passed 
at  the  last  session  by  a  decided  vote.  This  is  one 
of  those  cases  in  which  it  may  be  truly  said,  that 
in  order  that  this  act  may  be  really  kind,  it  ought 
to  bedohe  promptly — early.  The  subject  has  been 
fully  considered— the  sense  of  tht  Senate  has  been 
fully  declared — and  never  was  there  a  case,  as  it  ap- 
pears tome,  in  which  we  could  with  more  propriety, 
as  was  said  by  my  friend  from  Kentucky,  the  other 
day,  convert  this  into  a  New-Year's  arrangement; 
shedding  joy  and  gladness  over  the  declining  days 
of  one  sfi  much  esteemed  for  her  own  sake,  as  well 
as  being  the  relict  of  so  eminent  a  citizen  of  this 
Republic. 

But  under  the  rule,  I  suppose  the  subject  lies 
over;  and  I  will  not  trouble  the  Senate  with  any 
additional  remarks. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT.  The  honorable  gentlemati 
from  North  Carolina  has  totally  misconceived  me; 
but  as  it  is  suggested  that  this  bill  will  como  up 
again  to-morrow,  I  shall  defer  any  further  re- 
marks. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUTLER,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  I'urtlier  consiileratioii  of  tlie  bill  be  post- 
poned until  lo-iiioirow. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  CASS  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent  and 
agreed  to: 

Rpsolend,  That  the  Coininittce  on  Military  AfTaiis  be  in- 
Ptnii'lcd  to  iiiqiiirc  iiilntlic  justice  and  propriety  ol'providing 
fur  till-  fnll'ilini'iu  of  llir  ooiilriict,  entered  into  iiv  the  Secre- 
tary or\^■al■,  on  the  \-}\h  day  of  March,  ISJO.  iii'idei-  tlie  au- 
thority ofthe  joint  resoliitioii  ofConfires,*  of  thi>  Kith  of  Feb- 
riiaryj  1839,  "to  conlract  willi  J.  B.  and  P.  Ferrihanli,  for 
the  pnrclinse  of  the  inland  at  the  continence  of  the  SI.  Pe- 
ter'.'' and  Mississippi  rivers." 

Mr.  BREESE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  agreed  to: 

Reinhed,  Tliat  the  roininiltee  on  Public  Lands  he  in- 
strnete<|  to  inipiire  into  llu^  expediency  of  allowiii!!  to  tlie 
IleKislers  and  Iteeeiveis  of  lli<^  several  land  oltices,  lor  their 
services  nnderthe  ninth  section  of  the  art  of  the  lltli  Feb- 
niarj  last,  tlie  same  eninpi  nsation  iis  is  now  allowed  bylaw 
when  money  is  paid  on  the  entry  and  piireha.se  of  land. 

Mr.  SEVIER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolrcd,  Thai  the  Commiltee  on  I'lildic  Lands  ho  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  c.vpcdieiiey  of  allowing  a  reason- 
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able  comppiiaation  to  sncli  receivers  of  the  pulilic  money  as 
pertbrimd  the  duties  of  usbi.-^taiit  treasurers  of  the  United 
States. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BREESE,  it  was 

Ordered,  Tliiit  two  tllou-'iinrt  extra  copif.i  of  the  report  of 
the  (;oiiiiius.si()iier  of  the  Gi'neidl  Liuul  Office,  with  tlie  ac- 
coini.anyiiii;  inap.s  and  diaiirams,  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate  ;  and  tliat  two  thou.-^and  additional  copies  of  tlie 
map  of  survey.^  in  Florida,  accompanying  taid  report,  be 
also  printed  lor  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

The  following  message  was   received   from  the  { 
House  of  Repicsentatives,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  their 
Clerk  : 

Mr.  President:  The  House  of  Representatives 
have  appointed  a  Committee  on  Priming-,  on  their 
part,  in  pursuance  of  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
two  Hou.ses,  consistino- ofMr.  Conger,  of  New 
York,  Mr.  Henley,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  John  B. 
Thompson,  of  Kentucky. 

1  am  directed  to  notify  the  Senate  of  the  death 
of  the.  Hon.  Edward  Bradley,  late  a  member 
elect  of  the  present  Congress,  from  the  State  of 
Michigan;  and  of  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  thereon. 

The  message  having  been  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration— 

OBITUARY. 

Mr.  FELCH  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  as 
follows  : 

Mr.  President  :  The  announcement  just  re- 
ceived from  the  House  of  Representatives,  arrests 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  in  the  midst  of  its  or- 
dinary business,  with  the  melancholy  tidings  of 
death  !  Again  and  again,  since  the  commencement 
of  the  present  session,  similar  announcements 
have  called  us  to  mourn,  with  the  country,  the  de- 
cease of  distinguished  members  of  the  present 
Congress,  and  to  pay  the  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  departed  associates.  If  the  melan- 
choly expression  of  our  feelings  here  cannot  re- 
store the  deceased  to  life,  nor  recall  to  a  seat  in 
these  halls  the  trusted  agent  of  a  confiding  con- 
stituency, nor  restore  to  the  domestic  circle  its 
slay  and  support,  it  may  at  least  show  that  we 
cherish  a  high  regard  for  the  memory  of  the  de- 
parted; that  we  appreciate  his  virtues  and  his  abil- 
ities, and  sympathize  with  those  who  united  with 
the  deceased  by  closer  ties,  have  felt  even  more 
keenly  than  we  this  sad  dispensation  of  Provi- 
dence. 

Edward  Bradley,  whose  death  is  thus  an- 
nounced, was  born  in  the  county  of  Ontario,  in 
the  State  of  New  Yoi-k,  in  April,  1808.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-six  years  he  was  appointed  an  As- 
sociate .Tudge  of  the  Court  of  Comrnon  Pleas  in 
his  native  county.  Previous  to  this  he  had 
moved  in  the  humbler  walks  of  private  life.  En- 
gaged chiefly  in  agricultural  pursuits,  with  few 
advantages  of  early  education,  there  was  little  in 
the  influences  by  which  he  was  surrounded  to 
kindle  his  ambition,  or  to  stimulate  to  those  un- 
ceasing mental  efl^orts  which  alone  can  secure  high 
nttainnnents  and  give  assurance  of  future  eminence. 
But  his  was  a  mind  of  no  ordinary  energies. 
Availing  himself  of  every  opportunity  for  im- 
pi-ovement,  he  gathered  knowledge  from  every 
source  within  his  reach,  acquiring  strength  in  his 
struggles  with  advei'Sity,  and  accumulating,  in  his 
contact  with  the  world,  the  rich  treasures  of  men- 
tal efficiency  and  practical  information.  The  ap- 
preciation of  his  merits  by  his  friends  prompted 
him  to  still  more  ardent  efforts,  and  a  taste  for 
forensic  discussion'itiduced  him  to  become  a  de- 
voted student  of  the  law.  In  1839  he  removed  to 
Micliigan.  Having  been  admUted  to  the  bar,  he 
devoted  himself  to  the  business  of  the  legal  pro- 
fession, and  soon  acquired  the  reputation  of  an 
able  lawyer  and  an  eloquent  advocate.  In  1842 
he  was  called  by  the  suffrages  of  the  district  in 
which  he  i-esided  to  a  seat  in  the  State  Senate,  and 
ably  and  faithfully  performed  his  duties  in  that 
.station  during  his  term.  In  184G  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Hou.se  of  Representatives  of  the 
thirtieth  Congress.  This  last  evidence  of  the  high 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held  among  those  who 
knew  him  h.est  was  scarcely  received  when  dis- 
ease marked  him  for  a  victim.  In  July  he  left  the 
jilace  of  his  residence,  intending  to  seek  the  resto- 
ration of  his  health  by  a  protracted  journey  to  the 
capital,  and  a  temporary  sojourn  on  the  seacoast. 
The  end  of  this  journey  he  was  destined  never  to 
reach.  He  airivcd  in  the  city  of  New  York  on 
the  last  day  of  July,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 


fifth  day  of  August  he  was  numbered  with  the 
dead.  She  who  came  to  administer  that  aid  and 
consolation  which  his  debility  required,  returned 
with  the  lifeless  remains  of  her  husband  to  lier 
stricken  family — the  widowed  to  the  fatherless. 

I  am  aware,  Mr.  President,  that,  in  alluding  in 
this  place  to  the  virtues  of  the  deceased,  1  speak  to 
those  who  have  had  no  opportunity,  by  personal 
intercourse,  to  enjoy  his  friendship  or  to  know  his 
worth.  He  was  called  to  the  world  of  spirits 
when  about  to  a.ssume  his  position  among  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  this  people.  By  his  death,  his  con- 
stituents have  been  deprived  of  the  services  of  an 
able  Representative,  and  the  country  of  a  faithful 
guardian  of  the  public  weal. 

Flimself  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes,  his 
sympathies  were  with  the  struggling,  the  poor, 
and  the  oppressed.  Ardent  in  his  feelings  and 
strong  in  liis  attachments,  he  was  nevertheless  tol- 
erant to  an  opponent  and  forgiving  to  an  enemy. 
At  the  bar,  in  the  legislative  liall,  and  in  the  fiopu- 
lar  assembly,  his  good  sense  and  strong  reasoning 
faculties  always  commanded  attention  and  resf)ect, 
and  by  his  eloquence  he  carried  persuasion  and 
conviction  to  the  hearts  of  his  auditors. 

If,  in  common  with  his  fellow-men,  he  had  his 
faults,  they  were  trivial  and  easily  to  be  forgiven; 
while  his  virtues,  prominent  and  numberless,  will 
long  be  the  theme  of  praise,  and  his  early  death 
the  subject  of  heartfelt  sorrow. 

In  token  of  respect  to  his  memory,  I  submit  the 
following  resolutions  :  ' 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  has  received  with  deep  sensi- 
bility the  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  an- 
nouncing the  di'ath  of  the  Hon.  Edward  Bradlky,  a  Rep- 
resentative elect  from  the  State  of  Miehigan. 

Recoiled,  That  llie  members  of  the  Senate,  from  a  sincere 
desire  of  showing  every  mark  of  respect  to  the  niemory  of 
the  deceased,  will  wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning  tor 
thirty  days. 

Resolved.  That,  as  a  further  testimony  of  I'espect  for  the 
memory  of  the  deceased,  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

And  then  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  December  29,  1847. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

OBITUARY. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  rose  and  said: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  melancholy  duty  has  been 
assigned  to  me  of  announcing  to  the  House  the 
death  of  my  lamented  friend,  the  Hon.  Edward 
Bradley,  late  a  member  elect  of  the  present  Con- 
gress from  the  second  district  of  Michigan. 

He  was  born  in  the  town  of  East  Bloomfield,  in 
the  county  of  Ontario,  and  State  of  New  York,  in 
April,  1808.  At  the  age  of  twenty-six  he  was  ap- 
pointed an  Associate  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  of  that  county,  the  bar  of  which  then 
numbered  among  its  members  several  gentlemen 
of  distinguished  legal  reputation. 

The  forensic  displays  of  such  men  could  not  fail 
to  pi-oduce  upon  a  mind  like  Mr.  Bradley's  a 
powerful  influence;  and  it  is  therefore  probaljle 
that  his  choice  of  the  legal  profession  may  date 
from  this  period  of  his  life. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office  he  remov- 
ed to  Michigan,  and  in  July,  1839,  he  located  at 
Marshall,  in  the  county  of  Calhoun,  and  entered 
upon  tiie  practice  of  hisprofession.  His  advance- 
ment was  rapid,  and  he  very  soon  ranked  among 
the  fust  at  that  bar — a  position  which  all  acquaint- 
ed with  its  members  will  concede  was  as  diificuftof 
attainment  as  it  was  honoralile  to  its  possessor. 

Mr.  Bradley's  early  pursuits  having  been  ex- 
clusively agricultui-al,  his  feelings,  sympathies, 
and  consequently  his  interests,  were  natui'ally  and 
strongly  identified  with  the  producing  classes.  To 
become  a  general  favorite,  however,  it  was  only 
necessary  that  he  should  be  generally  known;  and 
in  1B42  he  was  elected  from  his  district  to  the 
State  Senate.  Though  chosen  to  fill  a  vacancy, 
and  serving  but  one  year,  he  acquired  the  reputa- 
tion of  a  powerful  debater,  a  sound  legislator,  and 
a  faithful  and  able  representative.  His  great  and 
varied  powers  of  oratory  were,  however,  best 
adapted  to  popular  assemi)lies.  In  these,  his 
depth  of  thought,  his  force  and  style  of  reasoning, 
combined  with  his  inimitable  sarcasm,  told  with 
prodigious  cfl'cct;  and  hence,  in  a  political  can- 
vass, as  conducted  in  the  West,  he  was  an  able 
and  efficient  champion. 

At  the  general  election  in  1846,  he  wa.s  chosen  a 
Re[)resentative  to  the  present  Congress;  but  early 


in  the  succeeding  spring,  it  became  but  too  evident 
that  the  disease  which  finally  terminated  his  exist- 
ence had  seized  him  with  an  unyielding  grasp. 
Favored  with  medical  treatment  of  the  most  skill- 
ful character,  he  finally,  after  a  severe  and  painful 
illness,  partially  recovered,  and,  having  perfected 
his  arrangements,  left  home,  accompanied  by  his 
wife,  to  enter  upon  his  duties  here.  'I'he  terrible 
ravages  of  disease  were  distinctly  marked,  and 
the  fears  of  his  fi-iends  were  consequently  in- 
creased.    But,  Mr.  vSpeaker, 

"Hope  springs  eternal  in  the  human  breast;" 
and,  guided  by  its  seductive  illusions,  Mr.  Brad- 
ley felt  confident  that  travelling,  cliange  of  cli- 
mate, and,  more  than  all,  the  eminent  medical 
skill  he  should  employ  in  New  York,  where  he 
contemplated  a  protracted  delay  for  that  purpose, 
would  i-estore  him  to  health  and  happiness. 

It  is  written,  sir,  that  "man  that  is  born  of  a 
'  woman  hath  but  a  short  time  to  live,  and  is  full 
'  of  misery  :  he  cometh  up  and  is  cut  down  like  a 
'  flower;  he  fleeth  as  it  were  a  shadow,  and  never 
'  continueth  in  one  stay." 

This  melancholy  truth  was  strikingly  exempli- 
fied in  the  case  of  my  late  excellent  friend.  He 
reached  New  York  on  the  30th  of  July,  and  died 
on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  August.  In  his  death, 
in  the  eloquent  language  of  anotheV,  "  the  poor 
'  have  lost  a  friend,  the  bar  an  ornament,  the  peo- 
'  pie  a  champion,  the  councils  of  the  nation  a  states- 
'  man,  whilst  his  widow  and  children  have  lost  a 
'  husband  and  a  father." 

"  Thus  vanish  moi-tal  dreams." 

In  token  of  respect,  sir,  I  offer  the  following  res- 
olutions : 

Resolved,  That  this  House  has  heard  with  deep  sensibility 
the  announcement  of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Edward  Brad- 
ley, late  a  member  elect  of  the  present  Congress  from  the 
second  district  of  Michigan. 

Resolved,  That  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory 
of  the  deceased,  the  members  and  officers  of  this  House  will 
wear  the  usual  badge  of  mourning  for  thirty  days. 
,  Resolved,  'I'hat  the  proce'-dings  of  this  House  in  relation 
to  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Edward  Bradley  he  communi- 
cated to  the  family  of  the  deceased  by  the  Clerk. 

Resolved,  That  this  House,  as  a  further  mark  of  respect  for 
his  memoi-y,  do  now  adjourn. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  December  30,  1847. 

Mr.  UPHAM  presented  two  petitions  from  citi- 
zens of  Ohio,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  daily 
mail  between  Pittsljurg,  Pa.,  and  Mansfield,  Ohio; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  presented  the  petition  of 
John  Leroy,  praying  a  pension,  on  account  of  the 
loss  of  an  arm  while  carrying  an  express  for  the 
army  in  Mexico;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  the  petition  of  Hen- 
ry Hatch,  praying  indemnity  for  French  spolia- 
tions prior  to  1800  ;  which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  the  petition  of  the 
American  Peace  Society,  praying  that  the  war 
with  Mexico  may  be  brought  to  a  close  without 
the  further  effusion  of  blood;  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Clay  county,  Illinois,  praying  that  the  right  of 
preem|)tion  may  be  granted  to  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad  Company  to  the  lands  along  the  route  of 
their  road;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph  Bur- 
chard,  praying  that  certain  duty  bonds  paid  by  him 
as  sui-ety  for  John  S.  Roulet,  may  be  re]iaid  to  him; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Johnston  county.  North  Carolina,  praying  the 
establishment  of  a  post  office  at  Bagby's  store,  ia 
that  county;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  additional  documents 
relating  to  the  petition  of  Milledge  Galphin,  execu- 
tor of  George  Galphin,  deceased;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WEBSTER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  niemorialof  the  President  and  Fellows 
of  Harvard  College,  on  the  lile.s  of  Uie  Senate,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DIX,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Maria  Ostrander  and  the 
petition  of  Sarah  Overhaul!,  on  the  liles  of  the  Senate,  be 
scverallv  referred  to  the  Coirunittee  on  Pensions. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK,  it  was 

Ordcreii,  Tliat  the  petition  of  Samuel  W.  Bell,  on  the 
file^  ol'  the  Senate,  be  rel'eired  lo  the  Comaiittee  on  Indian 
Aflairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  it  was 

Ordercil,  'I'liat  Sarah  E.  Gnihaiii  have  leave  to  withdraw 
her  p  titioii  and  paper.;. 

Mr.  MANGUM  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  con.-sideration  : 

Ordered,  That  the  Vice  President  be  authorized  and  re- 
quested to  have  two  movable  de?ks=  provided  for  the  reporter 
oltlie  proceedings  and  debates  of  the  Senate,  and  his  assist- 
ants, upon  the  floor  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  to  be  used  only 
durinij  the  session  of  the  Senate,  and  to  accommodate  two 
persons. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  BADGER  sul)mitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, wliich  wiis  considered  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  agreed  to  : 

Resolecd,  That  the  Cnmmittee  on  Commerce  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establi-ihing  additional  floating  and  sta- 
tionary lights  ;  and  also  additional  buoys,  below  and  between 
the  town  of  Wilminvtton,  North  Carolina,  and  the  ocean. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, whicli  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  lo  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  directed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  appropriations  for 
the  harbors  in  the  river  Delaware,  at  Port  Pinn,  Delaware 
City,  New  Castle,  and  in  the  Cliri>tlana  and  Mahon's  river. 
Also,  for  the  erection  of  a  liiiht-house  on  the  Burnt  Pier  op- 
posite to  Fort  Mifflin;  and  that  the  report  heretofore  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  accompanying 
documents,  on  the  expediency  of  a  general  law  requiring 
vessels  navigating  the  Delaware  to  carry  lights  in  the  night 
fme,  be  taken  from  the  files  and  referred  to  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

Rciolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  directed 
to  inquire  into  tiie  expediency  of  a  law  requiring  coasting 
vessels  of  the  United  States  to  employ  apprentices  in  the 
navigation  of  said  vessels. 

Mr.  BAGBY  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to  : 

Resrjhed,  That  the  Postmaster  General  he  requested  to 
transmit  lo  the  .Senate  all  the  papers  on  file  in  his  ofiiee  re- 
latinz  to  the  transportation  of  tjie  mail  by  Jamieson  and 
Williamson,  betweim  Montgomery  and  Tuscaloosa,  and  be- 
tvveim  Selma  and  Maplesville,  Alabama. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  three  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  map 
of  the  coast  survey  of  the  Delaware  bay  and  river  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  DICKINSON  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Jeanette  C.  Huntington,  widow  and  sole  exe- 
cutrix of  William  D.  Cheever,  deceased;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  by  unani- 
mous con.sent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CORWIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  petition  of 
Cadwalader  Wallace,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  his  relief. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Aifairs,  to  which  l\ad  been  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  Talbot  and  others,  made  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their  relief. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  DIX,from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  to 
which  had  l)Cftn  referred  the  petition  of  William 
Saywnrd  and  others,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  issuing  of  a  register  to  the  barque  Canton; 
which  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DIX,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  said  bill. 

The  bill  having  been  read  a  second  time,  was 
con.sidercd  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no 
nmcndnients  being  offered,  it  was  rej)orted  to  the 
Senate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  said  l)ill  was  read  a  third  tinfie. 

Pcsolved,  That  it  pass,  and  that  the  title  thereof 
be  as  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House 
of  Representatives  accordingly. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS,    ETC. 
Mr.  YULEE   and   Mr.  BERRIEN   severally 
gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow,  or  at  an  early  day. 


they  would  ask  leave  of  the  Senate  to  introduce 
certain  hills,  the  titles  of  which  they  named. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  the  resolutions  here- 
tofore submitted  by  him. 

REGENT  OF  SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION. 
On  motion  by  Mr,  BREESE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  ii  member  be  appointed  by  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Board  of  Regents,  occasioned 
by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Lewis  C.iss. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Missisippi,  was  appointed. 

COMMITTEE  ON  PRINTING. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  it  was 
Or<?crc(/,  That  a  Connnittee  on  I'nblic  Printing  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  in  pursuance  of  tlie  joint  resolution  of  the 
two  Houses,  be  appointed  by  the  Vice  J'resident. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  Mr.  CAMERON,  and  Mr. 
GREENE,  were  appointed. 

Ordcrerl,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives accordingly. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  when  the  Senate  adjourns,  it  be  to  Monday 
next. 

MILITARY  STATISTICS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
resolutions,  submitted  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Md., 
on  the  23d  instant: 

Resolved,  That.lhe  Secretary  of  War  inform  the  Senate: 

First.  What  has  been  the  wliole  number  of  volunteer 
troops  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  since  the 
13th  May,  18-;6. 

Second.  Of  the  troops  so  called,  what  has  been  the  whole 
number  discharged  from  such  service  before  their  term  of 
service  had  expired  ;  and  what  the  number  mustered  out  of 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Third.  What  has  been  the  whole  number  of  troops  in 
Mexico  belonging  to  the  regular  army  of  the  United  States, 
since  the  13th  May,  1846. 

Fjurth.  What  is  the  number  of  troops  now  in  Mexico. 

P.fti'i.  What  has  been  the  whole  number  of  otticers  and 
men,  belonging  either  to  the  regular  army  or  the  volunteers, 
who  have  been  killed,  or  died  of  wounds  received  in  battle, 
since  the  7tli  May,  1846. 

Siatli.  What  has  been  the  whole  number  of  officers  and 
men,  of  the  regular  army  or  volunteers,  wounded  in  battle 
since  the  7th  May,  1846,  who  have  not  died  of  their  wounds. 

Mr.  CASS  remarked,  that  a  great  deal  of  the 
information  sought  for  by  the  resolutions  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Maryland  was  contained 
in  the  report  of  the  Adjutant  General.  That  re- 
port had  not  yet  been  laid  upon  tiie  desks  of  Sen- 
ators, but  he  had  no  doubt  that  it  would  soon  be 
placed  before  them.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the 
honorable  Senator  would  permit  his  resolutions 
to  lie  over  for  a  day  or  two,  until  that  report  was 
printed. 

Mr.  R.  JOHNSON.  I  was  aware  that  some  of 
the  information  called  for  might  be  found  in  the 
report  of  the  Adjutant  General;  but  my  purpose 
was  to  have  all  the  information  that  is  called  for 
by  these  several  resolutions  together.  My  object 
was  a  double  one — that  the  information  which  we 
have,  or  can  have  without  some  such  inquiry  as 
this,  will  not  show  the  Senate  or  the  country  the 
number  of  men  who  have  died  of  disease  in  Mex- 
ico. I  propose — and,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  the  only 
way  in  which  to  get  the  information — to  inquire  as 
to  the  number  mustered  into  the  service  under  the 
act  of  the  13th  of  May,  1847;  the  number  of  these 
discharged  before  their  period  of  service  expired; 
and  the  number  mustered  out  of  service.  1  sup- 
pose the  difference  between  the  number  mustered 
into  service,  and  the  number  mustered  out  of  ser- 
vice, not  accounted  for  by  the  number  discharged 
in  the  meantiine,  will  show  the  number  of  those 
who  have  died  of  disease,  less  the  number  of  those 
killed  in  battle.  I  have  asked,  therefore,  in  addi- 
tion, for  the  number  killed  m  battle.  The  other 
motive  which  I  had  was,  (and  I  am  sure  it  is  one 
in  which  I  shall  have  the  concurrence  of  the  hon- 
orable chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,)  to  lay  before  the  Senate  and  the  country 
information  which  1  think  will  satisfy  themi  that 
the  regular  army  is  belter  in  all  respects  than  any 
volunteer  troops.  The  comrnittee  has  reported  a 
bill  to  raise  ten  additional  regiments  of  regular 
troops,  and  also  reported  a  bill  to  raise  more  addi- 
tional volunteers  for  the  war  in  Mexico.  My 
opinion  has  always  been,  not  that  less  efficiency  is 
to  be  found  in  volunteer  forces — that  would  be  con- 
trary to  tin;  history  of  all  times — but,  as  the  Senator 
will  readily  appi-ehend,  it  is  impossii)le  that  the 
.same  degree  of  discipline  can  be  exerted  over  the 
volunteers  as  over  regular  troops;  and  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied,  that  in  a  climate  like  that  of  Mex- 
ico— a  climate  in  the  highest  degree  insalubrious — 


it  is  this  want  of  discipline,  to  which  the  great 
mortality  which  has  prevailed  is  owing.  Now, 
we  all  know,  from  information  that  has  been  laid 
before  us,  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  there  were  actually  buried  on 
the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande,  of  those  who  had 
died  of  diseases,  twenty-five  hundred  men.  Now, 
without  saying  at  present  what  my  opinion  is  in 
relation  to  this  war,  as  I  may  do  at  some  subse- 
quent period  of  the  session,  I  suppose  it  is  perfect- 
ly obvious,  for  sometime  at  least,  that  the  war  is  to 
be  prosecuted,  and  it  is  all  important,  I  think,  that 
we  should  be  furnished  with  this  information  upon 
which  public  opinion,  the  opinion  of  the  Senate, 
and  the  opinion  of  the  country,  can  be  formed, 
which  will  enable  us  lo  determine  what  is  the  best 
description  offeree  to  be  called  into  service.  Now, 
I  have  no  doubt  that  some  of  this  information,  in 
fact  a  great  deal  of  it,  may  be  found  in  the  report 
of  the  Adjutant  General;  but  certainly  it  can  do  no 
harm  to  have  all  the  information  spread  before  us 
at  once,  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  honorable 
Senator  will  make  no  opposition  to  the  passage  of 
the  resolution, 

Mr.  CASS,  No,  certainly  not,  sir;  I  have  no  ob- 
jection lo  obtaining  information.  I  merely  sug- 
gested that  a  great  deal  of  it  would  be  found  in  the 
report  to  which  I  alluded. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  REGULAR  ARMY. 

Mr,  CASS,  There  is  a  very  important  bill, 
which  was  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  which  I  am  desirous  should  be  taken 
up  and  acted  upon — I  mean  the  bill  for  raising  ten 
additional  regiments;  and  I  move  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  previous  orders,  and  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  that  bill, 

Mr,  CRITTENDEN.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  allow  that  motion  lo  remain  for  a  few  moments, 
until  the  special  order  from  a  former  day  has  been 
disposed  of.  There  is  a  bill  now  upon  its  passage, 
and  which  will  not  occupy,  I  believe,  ten  minutes, 
which  I  should  be  glad  to  have  taken  up  if  the 
Senator  will  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  present; 
and  unless  he  will  do  so,  I  shall  feel  constrained  to 
oppose  his  motion,  which  I  should  not  otherwise 
be  disposed  to  do. 

Mr.  CASS.     I  have  no  objection. 

THE    MADISON  PAPERS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  provide  for  the  purchase  of  the  manuscript  pa- 
pers of  the  late  James  Madison,  former  President 
of  the  United  States. 

The  question  being  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  ordered, 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Badger,  Bagby,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Berrien, 
Butler,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Corwin,  Crittenden,  Douglas, 
Foote.Gret  ue,  Johnson  oi"Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
Mangum,  Phelps,  Sevier,  Sturgeon,  Upham,  Webster,  and 
Yulee— 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Atherton,  Breese,  Calhoun, 
Cass,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Fetch,  Hale, 
Turney,  Underwood,  and  VVestcott— 13. 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be 
"  An  act  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of  the  manuscript  papers 
of  the  late  James  Madison,  former  President  of  tlie  United 
States." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  therein. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  CASS  renewed  his  motion  to  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited 
time,  an  additional  military  force. 

Mr.  CALI-IOUN.  I  hope  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor does  not  intend  to  press  the  bill  to  a  decision 
at  this  time.  The  Senate  is  extremely  thin,  and  it 
is  a  question  of  so  much  importance,  as  every- 
thing mu.st  be  which  is  connected  with  the  war, 
that  I  submit  to  the  Senator,  inasmuch  as  what 
supplies  we  shall  grant  must  depend  on  what  we 
shall  determine  in  the  next  few  days  is  to  be  done, 
that  it  would  be  properto  allow  the  consideration 
of  this  bill  to  be  ]ioslponed.  If  the  Senator  is  de- 
termined to  press  the  question  upon  us  at  this  early 
period,  and  before  any  one  has  had  time  lo  fix 
his  own  mind  in  regard  to  the  suliject,  I  shall  be 
constrained  to  oppose  the  Senator's  motion, 

Mr,  CASS,  It  is  not  with  the  slightest  wish  to 
express  niy  views  that  I  urge^this  measure,  but 
because  I  think  the  good  of  tlve  country  requires 
it.  It  is  simply  a  bill  for  raising  ten  regiments, 
the  details  of  which   were   all   arranged    by  this 
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body  at  the  last  session;  it  is,  therefore,  simply  a 
question  as  to  whether  we  will  authorize  this  ad- 
ditional force.  The  bill  is  drafted  in  the  same  way 
as  former  bills  for  the  same  purpose,  and  all  the 
Senate  has  to  do,  is  to  say  whether  ten  additional 
regiments  shall  be  authorized  to  be  raised.  Tiiis 
is  a  matter  which  is  intimately  connected  with  the 
progress  and  with  the  termination  of  the  war,  for 
it  is  designed  to  lead  to  its  termination.  The  bill 
has  been  already  reported  some  eight  or  ten  days, 
and  I  therefore  hope,  that  the  honorable  Senator 
will  allow  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  be  pro- 
ceeded with  now.  And  the  honorable  Senator 
will  permit  me"  to  observe,  that  I  do  not  see,  in 
reference  to  his  resolutions,  how  they  are  to  bring 
the  discussion  of  this  subject  before  the  Senate 
better  than  it  may  be  brought  by  this  bill.  The 
object  of  the  gentleman  is  one  of  three;  it  is  either 
to  operate  upon  the  Senate,  or  upon  the  Adminis- 
tration, or  upon  the  country.  It  is  not  to  operate 
upon  the  Administration,  because  the  President  ex- 
pressly says,  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Ad- 
ministration to  prosecute  tliis  war,  with  the  view 
of  extinguishing  the  nationality  of  Mexico. 

The  ground  the  Administration  takes  upon  this 
subject  is  peculiarly  clear — it  is  to  make  and  secure 
an  honorable  peace.  To  attempt  to  prevent  the 
American  people  from  taking  possession  of  Mexi- 
co, if  they  demand  it,  would  be  as  futile  in  effect, 
as  to  undertake  to  stop  the  rushing  of  the  cataract 
of  Niagara. 

1,  myself,  should  think  it  a  very  unfortunate 
thing  to  extinguish  the  independence  of  that  coun- 
try, and  annex  it  to  our  own;  but  the  more  the  war 
is  proloPiged,  the  longer  it  is  suffered  to  go  on,  the 
greater  will  be  the  danger  of  such  an  occurrence. 
What,  then,  is  the  issue?  The  Administration  say, 
they  do  not  intend  to  conquer  all  of  Mexico.  That 
project  is  disavowed,  and  the  fighting  line  is  dis- 
avowed, and  the  only  thing  that  remains  is  to  keep 
possession  of  what  we  have,  and  extend  our  oper- 
ations as  the  position  of  the  enemy  may  render 
necessary,  and  as  our  means  may  enable  us.  Now, 
in  my  view,  this  bill  may  be  taken  up  and  dispos- 
ed of  without  determining  at  all  this  matter.  That 
is  a  subject  which  is  not  involved  in  the  present 
question.  Why,  then,  should  we  stop,  with  the 
view  of  bringing  the  Senate  to  a  decision  upon  this 
point,  which  decision,  with  all  deference  to  the 
honorable  Senator,  seems  to  me  to  have  no  manner 
of  connection  with  the  subject  before  us? 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  As  the  Senator  has  avowed 
his  intention  to  proceed  with  this  bill,  and  to  press 
the  question  upon  us  now,  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
oppose  it. 

Mr.  CASS.  For  the  personal  accommodation 
of  the  Senator,  I  will  consent  that  the  bill  shall  lie 
over  until  Monday.  Beyond  that  day  I  cannot 
consent  that  it  shall  be  postponed. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  My  ideas,  sir,  extend  far 
beyond  that.  1  am  very  happy  to  hear  the  Sena- 
tor say  that  the  President  is  entirely  opposed  to 
the  conquest  of  Mexico  and  the  extinguishment 
of  her  nationality;  and  I  am  very  happy,  also,  to 
hear  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Aliairs  repeats  the  same  thing.  That  being 
admitted  as  among  the  greatest  calamities  that 
could  happen,  the  important  question  comes  up — 
how  shall  we  escape  it?  Sir,  we  often  get  into 
situations  which  we  never  intended  to  get  into.  We 
got  into  this  war  although  we  never  intended  to 
get  into  it;  for  1  will  venture  to  say,  that  in  this 
body,  if  the  question  had  been  propounded  to  them 
of  war  or  no  war,  independent  of  the  exigency  of 
the  occasion,  there  would  not  have  been  one-fourth 
of  the  Senate  in  fevor  of  it.  Now,  my  object  is  to 
guard,  not  against  consequences  that  are  contem- 
jilated,  but  against  consequences  that  may  follow 
fiom  the  measures  proposed,  which  consequences 
are  not  contemplated.  That  ifs  the  object.  Now, 
whether  this  additional  force  shall  be  granted,  will 
depend  on  the  fact  whether  the  mode  recommended 
by  the  Executive  to  carry  on  this  war  will  not, 
in  its  f)ractical  consequences,  end  in  the  extinc- 
tion of  the  nationality  of  Mexico.  Now,  I  submit 
to  the  Senator  himself,  whether  there  is  nothing 
di^  to  those  who  difl'er  from  him  in  opinion  in  re- 
gard to  this  point?  He  may  think  that  the  policy 
recommended  by  the  Administration  will  not  end 
in  the  extinguishment  of  the  nationality  of  Mex- 
ico; but  I  difl'er  with  him  in  that  opinion;  and  until 
I  am  satisfied  that  he  is  coirect,  I  am  not  prepared 
to  vote  in  favor  of  the  measure  that  is  now  pro- 
posed.    Sir,  though  the  honorable  Senator  him- 


self is  very  properly  opposed  to  the  extinguish- 
ment of  the  nationality  of  Mexico,  we  know  that 
there  are  many  of  a  totally  different  opinion;  and 
we  know  that  there  are  many  v^^ho  believe  that 
such  will  be  the  result,  whether  intended  or  not, 
of  the  measures  proposed  by  the  Administration. 
And  I  am  one  of  those  who  entertain  this  belief. 
Now,  1  do  think  we  ought  to  postpone  action  on 
the  bill  for  some  little  time,  until  we  shall  have 
determined  the  course  which  it  will  be  proper  for 
us  to  pursue;  and,  with  this  view  of  the  question, 
I  shall  vote  against  the  motion  of  the  honorable 
Senator. 

Mr.  CASS.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to  read 
this  short  extract  from  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent? 

"  It  has  never  been  contemplated  by  me,  as  an  object  of 
the  war,  to  make  a  permanent  conquest  of  the  Repubhe  of 
Mexico,  or  lo  annihilate  her  separate  e.\istence  as  an  inde- 
pendent nation.  On  the  contrarj',  it  has  ever  been  my  de- 
sire that  she  should  maintain  lier  nationaUty,  and,  under  a 
good  government  adapted  to  hercondition,  beafree,  inde- 
pendent, and  prosperous  republic." 

This  is  exactly  the  course  of  policy  which  the 
Administration  intend  to  pursue.  For  my  own 
part,  I  do  not  see  the  practical  operation  of  any  vote 
on  the  subject  in  this  body  disconnected  from  some 
practical  measure.  In  the  discussion  of  this  sub- 
ject I  am  aware  we  must  expect  animadversion. 
We  must  expect  the  origin,  progress,  and  results 
of  this  war  to  be  attacked.  But  it  seems  to  me, 
we  want  that  this  bill  may  come  to  a  discussion 
and  a  decision  without  entering  upon  the  general 
question  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  war. 

I  had  intended  not  to  say  a  word  about  the  Ad- 
ministration, or  the  manner  in  v/hich  this  war 
arose.  I  thought  there  was  a  common  ground, 
where  we  might  all  unite  in  regard  to  this  addition- 
al force;  and  I  repeat,  I  yet  hope  the  Senate  will 
take  up  the  bill,  and  proceed  to  its  consideration. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  A  word  only  in  reply.  I 
am  aware  of  the  views  of  the  President  in  regard 
to  the  war.  I  have  examined  with  great  care  the 
policy  which  is  recommended  in  the  message,  and, 
in  my  opinion,  the  result  of  that  policy,  if  carried 
out,  will  tend  to  the  precisely  opposite  course  to 
that  professed  to  be  contemplated  therein.  If  such 
should  be  the  danger,  we  must  guard  against  it  in 
some  way;  but  if  this  danger  does  not  exist,  then 
there  will  be  no  necessity  for  any  steps  on  our  part 
to  guard  against  it.  But  with  my  present  infor- 
mation, I  am  not  prepared  to  give  an  intelligent 
vote  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  There  is  not,  so  far  as  I  know, 
any  disposition  on  this  side  of  the  Chamber  to  delay 
voting  supplies  for  the  army;  but  I  hope  that  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Michigan  will  not  press  a 
vote  upon  this  bill,  or  any  measure  of  this  descrip- 
tion, until  we  have  had  an  opportunity  of  reading 
the  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  that  report.  Sir,  has  any 
Senator  on  this  floor  read  that  report  and  the  docu- 
ments? I  doubt  it.  They  have  not  been  printed; 
or,  if 'printed,  certainly  not  yet  furni.'shed  to  the 
Senate;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  action  at  this  time 
upon  a  subject  of  this  importance,  withoutaffording 
an  opportunity  for  perusing  those  documents,  would 
be  highly  improper.  And  it  will  be  perceived, also, 
by  the  honorable  Senator,  that  the  seats  on  this 
side  of  the  Chamber  are  not  filled,  and  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  he  will  agree  to  a  postponement  of  the 
measure,  for  the  present  at  least,  without  naming  a 
particular  day  for  its  consideration,  because  we 
cannot  tell  on  what  day  the  members  of  this  body 
will  be  in  attendance.  Whenever  they  ma)^  be  in 
attendance,  and  the  reports  furnished  to  us  for  our 
perusal,  we  .shall  be  ready  to  act  upon  the  subject. 
I  have  not  seen  a  single  copy  of  that  important 
document,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  nor 
have  1  seen  the  documents  accompanying  the  Pres- 
ident's message,  nor  the  reports  of  any  of  the 
Secretaries. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  am  not  unwilling  that  the  Senate 
should  have  an  opportunity  to  examine  those  docu- 
ments, but  this  is  too  important  a  measure  to  be 
delayed.  I  will  con.sent  that  it  shall  he  delayed 
until  Monday,  however,  for  the  accommodation  of 
Senators;  but  regarding  it,  as  I  do,  as  a  measure  of 
great  public  importance,  I  cannot  consent  to  its 
postponement  beyond  that  day.  With  regard  to 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  it  gives  you  all 
the  details  necessary  to  form  an  opinion  upon  meas- 
ures of  this  description.  It  is  entirely  uimecessary 
to  refer  to  the  report  of  the  duartcrmaxter  General 
for  details,  because  the  great  facts  connected  with 


the  measure  now  proposed  are  spread  before  you 
clearly  and  conclusively  in  the  report  from  the 
War  Department.  I  say  again,  that  if  the  gentle- 
man will  be  satisfied  with  a  postponement  until 
Monday,  I  will  agree  to  it;  but  further  than  that  I 
cannot  go. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  Beyond  the  consideration  of 
the  thinness  of  the  Senate,  there  is,  in  my  judg- 
ment, ample  reason  for  the  postponement  of  the 
consideration  of  this  bill,  until  the  Senate  shall 
have  discussed  the  resolutions  submitted  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  as  well 
as  those  which  have  been  submitted  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  New  York.  Sir,  we  are 
called  upon  by  this  bill,  and  others  that  will  suc- 
ceed it,  to  add  a  force  of  thirty  thousand  men  to 
the  army  of  the  United  States.  We  have  the  re- 
commendation of  the  President  to  that  effect.  We 
have  his  approval  to  us  of  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  which  discusses  three  modes  of 
operation  in  Mexico.  Certainly,  sir,  it  seems  to 
be  the  obvious  dictate  of  common  sense,  that,  be- 
fore we  proceed  to  increase  the  means  of  offensive 
military  operations  in  Mexico,  we  should  deter- 
mine for  ourselves — not  at  the  bidding  of  the  Pres- 
ident, but  for  ourselves,  as  the  constitutional  de- 
pository of  the  war-making  power — what  are  the 
objects  to  be  accomplished  by  these  measures. 
There  is  this,  sir,  beyond  the  suggestions  which 
are  made  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan, as  to  the  operation  of  the  resolutions  which 
have  been  submitted — there  is  this  consideration, 
that,  without  seeking  to  operate  on  the  mind  of  the 
President — without  seeking  to  influence  the  judg- 
ment of  the  American  people,  except  as  that 
judgment  may  be  operated  upon  by  the  decision 
of  this  body, —  we  desire  to  ascertain  what  it  is 
that  Congress  (the  war-making  power  of  this 
Government)  proposes  to  accomplish  by  the  fur- 
ther prosecution  of  the  war.  And  that,  I  suppose, 
will  be  developed  in  the  discussion  upon  the  reso- 
lutions. The  Secretary  of  War  submits  to  us 
three  plans  for  the  future  conduct  of  the  war. 
He  passes  by,  as  unworthy  of  consideration,  the 
notion  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops,  and  the 
restoration  of  peace,  without  further  trampling  on 
our  down-trodden  foe.  He  then  suggests  three 
modes  of  prosecuting  the  war.  Have  the  Senate 
considered,  are  they  prepared  to  decide  with  the 
information  now  before  them,  or  will  they  pre- 
clude discussion,  upon  these  different  modes?  Will 
they  not  enter  upon  the  discussion  with  a  view  to 
ascertain  the  objects  to  be  accomplished  by  its 
further  prosecution  ?  and  whether,  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  those  objects,  we  should  in  advance 
subject  the  country  to  this  expenditure?  Sir,  we 
have,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  a  force  of  about  43,000  men  in  the  field,  a 
small  majority  of  them  only  consisting  of  regu- 
lars. The  argument  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Michigan  is,  that  the  situation  of  our  gallant  army 
in  Mexico  renders  it  necessary  that  it  should  be 
reinforced  without  waiting  for  details  of  the  ob- 
jects for  which  the  war  has  been  prosecuted.  Now, 
look  at  the  state  of  facts  as  disclosed  by  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War.  It  is  evident  that 
the  army  in  Mexico  was  perfectly  safe — flushed 
with  victory,  and  confident  in  its  strength — up- 
wards of  ^2,000  strong — while  the  army  of  the 
enemy  is  scattered,  dispersed,  and  Mexico  is  with- 
out an  efficient  Government,  and  destitute  of  re- 
sources and  men  to  resist  our  arms.  There  can  be 
nothing,  then,  in  the  condition  of  the  American 
army  which  should  lend  us  to  precipitate  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill,  before  we  ascertain  the  objects 
which  it  is  proposed  to  accomplish.  I  desire  to 
stand  entirely  uncommitted  upon  the  subject  of 
yielding  the  supplies  demanded  by  the  Executive, 
until  I  have  an  opportunity  to  decide  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  granting  them.  But  the  ground  on  which 
I  place  my  opposition  to  the  present  consideration 
of  this  bill  is,  that  it  proposes  a  great  increase  of 
force,  before  we,  the  war-making  power,  have  de- 
cided what  are  the  objects  to  be  accomplished;  and 
I  see  great  force  in  tiie  susgestions  of  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  South  Carolina,  which  seem  to 
have  escaped'the  observation  of  the  Secretary  of 
War.  Tiie  Secretary  sets  forth  three  modes  for 
the  fi-irther  prosecution  of  the  war,— fii-st,  by 
defining  a  boundary,  and  holding  Mexico  to  the 
observance  of  that  boundary;  secondly,  by  over- 
running the  whole  of  Mexico,  and  establishing  per- 
manent garrisons  in  the  principal  places ;  and 
thirdly,  by  holding  what  we  already  possess,  an4 
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taking  such  oiher  places  as  we  may  deem  it  pru- 
dent to  occupy.  He  overlooks  tlie  proposition 
which  is  stilted  by  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, that  in  adoptnig  the  latter  mode,  there  is  the 
utmost  danger  that  it  will  run  into  the  second — 
that  It  will  rendei-  indispensable  the  subjugation  of 
the  whole  of  Mexico. 

Sir,  these  are  grave  questions,  and  should  not  be 
prcci|)itately  pressed  upon  us. 

Mr.  CASS.  1  will  merely  remark,  that  the 
proper  measures  for  raising  and  organizing  this 
ibrce,  must  necessarily,  by  many  months,  precede 
its  arrival  in  Mexico.  It  v\.  ill  take  a  long  time  tor 
the  troops  to  be  organized,  and  still  lunger  to  trans- 
port them  to  their  several  places  of  destination. 
It  is  a  measure  whose  inception  it  is  now  neces- 
sary to  commence,  with  a  view  to  have  the  troops 
in  Mexico  in  projier  season;  and  let  me  observe  to 
the  Senator  from  G(;or;;ia  and  the  Senator  from 
S  )uth  Carolina,  that  for  my  soul  1  cannot  perceive 
the  difficuliv  winch  strikes  them.  The  Sttnator 
frotn  South  Camlina  submits  a  proposition  which 
can  have  no  practical  result.  Here,  on  the  other 
liand,  i.s  a  measure  which  is  prariical.  It  proposes 
to  raise  ten  regiments.  If  anybody  deemed  the 
war  unnecessary,  or  believed  it  should  not  be  fur- 
ther prosecuted,  let  him  so  declare  by  his  vote  upon 
the  bill.  The  Senator  seems  to  su|ipose  that  there 
is  some  magic  in  his  resolutions,  wliich  is  to  be 
drawn  out  by  the  discussion  upon  thein.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  most  proper  plan  in  the  world  for 
the  exf)ression  of  the  views  of  Senators,  is  upon 
the  discussion  of  a  practical  measure  like  this.  I 
trust,  however,  they  will  not  delay  the  passage  of 
the  bill  by  any  general  discussion  on  the  origin  of 
the  war;  but  if  the  Senate  deem  otherwise,  it  seems 
to  me  that  a  far  better  place  for  that  discussion  is 
upon  this  bill,  than  upon  the  abstract  declaration 
which  binds  us  to  nothing.  1  say  again,  that  if 
Senators  are  content  with  a  postponement  until 
Monday,  I  will  agree  to  it;  but  if  not,  1  shall  ask 
the  Senate  to  proceed  to  this  consideration  now. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  hope,  sir,  this  bill  will  not  be 
postponed  utitil  Monday;  but,  on  the  contrary,  be 
proceeded  with  by  the  Si:nate  immediately,  and 
that  we  will  adhere  to  this  part  of  the  public  busi- 
ness until  it  be  accomplished.  There  are  two 
modes,  sir,  in  which  opposition  to  the  policy  of 
the  Administration  is  made — one  is  in  the  form  of 
an  abstract  proposition, and  the  other  is  in  the  form 
of  a  distinct  practical  measure.  Whether  this  op- 
position shall  assume  one  of  these  shapes  here  or 
not,  is  a  matter  of  choice  with  those  who  have  the 
right  to  make  that  opposition,  as  far  as  their  power 
to  make  a  choice  is  concerned.  But  whether  it 
shall  be  allowed  to  take  such  a  shape,  depends 
upon  those  against  whom  this  opposition  is  made. 
I  desire  that  the  diversity  of  sentiment  which  exists 
in  this  Sen.ite  shall  be  tested  in  the  discussion  and 
decision  of  practical  measures. 

Therefore,  I  propose  that  all  tlie  sentiments  en- 
tertained in  this  Ciiamber  may  be  made  known 
in  the  discussion  of  this  bill  in  reference  to  its  post- 
ponement, in  preference  to  the  discussion  of  ab- 
stract propositions.  Sir,  there  is  much  advantage 
to  be  gained,  as  we  all  know,  by  the  form  which 
an  adversary  chooses  to  assume.  Jt  is  one  thing, 
sir,  to  denounce  the  poKuiy  of  the  Government  in 
the  discussion  of  al)stract  propositions,  and  another, 
to  take  the  responsil)ility  of  opposing  measures  for 
increasing  the  army  and  sustaining  this  war.  I 
therefore,  sir,  as  u  friend  to  this  Administration, 
and  as  one  determined,  as  far  as  I  may  be  able,  to 
stand  by  its  policy  in  this  particular,  desire  that  the 
opposiiion  should  be  nii\de  toth(!se  measuies  in  the 
face  of  the  measures  themselves,  and  with  the  re- 
sponsibility which  that  opposition  will  impose. 
fcSir,  we  arc  in  a  state  of  war,  and  in  that  state  vve 
must  continue  until  peace  puts  an  end  to  it.  That 
war  has  its  theatre  two  thousand  miles  from  this 
Capitol,  and  the  intercourse  between  the  Govern- 
nieiil  and  the  army  consumes  some  two  or  three 
months'  time. 

Well,  sir,  under  these  circumstances,  with  that 
army  i  iit,  hacked,  and  l)le('ding  in  the  achievement 
of  lis  glorious  victories,  shall  we  leave  them  there, 
to  oci'.upy  acoiiniry  as  large  as  our  own,  surround- 
ed by  ten  million.s  of  enemies,  and  sulyecteil  to  all 
the  |)eril8  to  whic.h  their  prc-carious  situation  ex- 
poses them,  without  taking  the  pncaution  to  sus- 
tain them  by  additional  reinforcements.' 

Sir,  the  vote  of  this  Senate  itself  is  a  large  part 
of  the  power  which  this  Government  must  exert 
in   the  prosecution   of  this  war    to  an   lioiiorabic 


.peace.  It  is  the  moral  impression  produced  by  the 
knowledge  in  Me.xico,  as  to  what  is  the  determina- 
tion of  this  Government,  as  evinced  in  its  legisla- 
tion, whether  sustaining  the  President  or  not, 
which  is  to  operate  advantageously,  or  otherwise, 
in  regard  to  ihe  termination  of  the  war.  The  vote 
of  the  Senate  on  this  very  ([ueslion  will  have  as 
much  inrtuence  in  bringing  about  peace,  as  the  ad- 
ditional force  which  it  is  proposed  to  raise.  The 
declaration  as  to  whether  we  do  or  do  not  intend 
to  prosecute  the  war  till  peace  be  the  result,  is  of 
the  utmost  im]iortance. 

Sir,  if  this  Senate  wavers;  if  it  evinces  hesita- 
tion; if,  instead  of  increasing  the  force,  it  persists  in 
cavilling  against  its  own  Government,  wiiat,  1  ask, 
will  be  the  effect  of  such  a  course  upon  the  mind 
of  the  Mexican  people?  Will  it  not  encourage 
them  to  further  resistance.'  it  is,  therefore,  that  I 
say  that  the  vote  of  this  body  upon  this  bill  v/ill,  in 
my  opinion,  have  as  much  influence  upony  the  ques- 
tion of  [leace,  as  the  marching  of  the  troops  them- 
selves. For  this  reason  I  think  it  highly  important 
that  an  early  manifestation  by  the  legislative  de- 
partment of  the  Government,  as  to  its  intention  in 
this  particular,  should  be  made;  and  that  it  should 
speedily  decide  whether  it  will  prosecute  or  aban- 
don the  war.  And  if  it  is  to  be  abandoned,  sir,  I 
say  tlie  quicker  the  better;  if  it  is  to  be  prosecuted, 
the  more  vigorously  the  better.  Let  us  then  decide 
the  matter  at  once,  not  shielding  ourselves  behind 
abstract  propositions,  but  as  in  the  contemplation 
of  a  great  practical  issue.  1  want  the  contest  made 
upon  measures;  I  desire  the  decision  of  the  Senate 
as  to  whether  they  intend  to  adopt  the  one  or  the 
other  of  the  two  systems  of  policy — the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war,  or  the  abandonment  of  it.  1  reiter- 
ate, sir,  there  is  but  one  question  at  issue,  and  that 
it  has  but  two  sides.  However  much  the  meta- 
physical ingenuity  of  some  minds  maj'  seek  to  di- 
vide this  question,  there  remains  but  the  one — the 
simple  question,  either  to  prosecute  this  war  until 
it  is  ended  by  a  satisfactory  peace,  or  to  abandon 
the  war,  and  withdraw  our  troops  to  the  left  bank 
of  the  Rio  Grande.  If  it  be  the  decision  of  the 
Senate  that  the  latter  policy  be  carried  into  effect, 
the  sooner  the  better;  if  it  be  the  decision  of  the 
Senate  that  the  former  plan  be  adn[>ted,  it  ought  to 
be  executed  immediately.  But  hesitation,  sir, 
wavering,  uncertainty,  as  to  what  will  be  the  final 
action  of  Congress,  is  nothing  but  procrastinating 
a  peace. 

I  do  not  speak  of  design,  liecause  I  will  not  im- 
pute motives  to  honorable  Senators;  but  I  speak  of 
the  infallible  tendency  of  the  course  pursued  by 
them.  Now,  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  says 
that  he  has  a  question  to  be  decided  first.  And 
what  is  that  question  .''  Why,  that  although  the 
President  and  the  country  may  be  unanimously  of 
the  opinion  that  the  war  may  be  prosecuted  with  a 
view  to  secure  an  honorable  peace,  without  the 
final  extinction  of  the  nationality  of  Mexico,  yet 
that  the  measure  before  us  may  lend  to  that  result. 
Well,  what  dift'erence  could  it  make  should  the 
Senate  unanimously  concur  in  the  resolutions  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.-'  Why,  the  very 
moment  this  bill  is  called  up,  the, whole  argument 
would  be  renewed,  because,  as  the  Senator  says, 
this  measure  might  lead  to  that  extinction.  Then 
why  need  we,  while  we  have  this  measure  before 
us,  go  into  the  discussion  of  his  resolutions  .■'  Why 
discuss  a  proposition  se|iarately,  when  the  Senator 
himself  con fes.ses  that  the  discussion  upon  this  bill 
will  embrace  it.'  It  wifl  be  for  the  Senator  to  show 
how  it  is  that  sustaining  the  lu'iny  now  in  Me.xico, 
by  furnishing  additional  troops  to  take  the  place  of 
those  gallant  men  who  have  lost  their  lives  in  bat- 
tle or  by  disease — !  say,  it  will  be  for  him  to  show 
how  it  IS  that  this  additional  force,  which  is  purely 
designed  to  replenish  the  wasted  strength  of  the 
army,  is  to  tend  to  the  final  subjugation  of  Mexico, 
and  the  extinction  of  her  nationality.  We  want 
10  replace  the  exhausted  strength  of  the  army  to 
enable  it  to  hold  possession  of  its  conquests,  and 
by  that  possession  compel  Mexico  to  put  an  end  to 
the  war.  That  is  what  we  desire;  and  what  can 
l)e  more  proper  and  reasonable  ,'  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  the  f)ill  will  be  taken  into  consideration  and 
kept  before  the  Senate  until  it  is  completed,  and 
that  our  army  will  not  be  ])ermitled  to  sulFer  for 
want  of  this  additional  foice. 

Without,  sir,  presuming  to  say  what  will  be  the 
final  decision  of  this  body,  I  cannot  be  mistaken 
in  saying,  that,  whatever  that  decision  may  be,  it 
will  exert  a  momentous  inllucnce  tor  gooil  or  for 


evil   upon    the   interests    of  our    common   coun- 
try. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  It  appears  now,  sir,  that  the 
object  in  calling  up  this  bill  at  present  is  not  to 
pass  the  bill,  but  to  get  a  parliaijientary  advan- 
tage— to  compel  the  Senate  to  discuss  this  bill  be- 
fore an  opportunity  is  afforded  for  discussing  the 
resolutions  which  I  have  oflered.  It  is  a  mere 
parliamentary  move.  The  Senator  shakes  his 
head.  Well,  sir,  if  we  follow  the  advice  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  vve  shr.ll  consume  just  as  much 
time  in  discussing  this  bill  as  if  we  were  first  to 
discuss  the  resolutions.  The  Senator  from  Ohio 
talks  of  the  necessity  of  proceediiig  to  act  upon 
this  billjiow,  and  tells  us  in  the  next  breath  that 
we  are  to  have  the  whole  discussion  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  war  upon  this  bill. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  The  honorable  Senator  misrep- 
resents what  I  said.  What  I  said  was,  tliat  we 
ought  to  take  up  this  bill  and  go  on  with  its  con- 
sideration at  one. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  Exactly.  We  are  to  go  on 
with  the  discussion  upon  this  bill  instantly,  we 
are  told,  both  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio  and  the 
Senator  from  Michigan,  and  not  let  the  discussion 
upon  the  resolutions  have  precedence.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  says  that  it,  is  a  parliamentary  ad- 
vantage to  have  the  discussion  upon  this  bill  pre- 
vious to  discussing  the  resolutions.  Well,  I  ac- 
knowledge that  it  is  so.  I  acknowledge  that  we 
should  be  tied  up,  in  a  great  measure,  in  the  dis- 
cussTon  upon  the  bill,  and  prevented  from  going 
so  freely  into  all  these  questions  regarding  the  war 
as  we  would  in  discussing  the  resolutions.  It  will 
then  be,  strictly  speaking,  out  of  order.  Besides 
this,  we  v/ill  not  have  (what  is  most  important)  in 
the  discussion  of  the  bill  an  expression  of  the 
sense  of  this  body  upon  the  great  point  as  to 
whether  Mexico  is  to  be  conquered  and  held  as  a 
subject  province,  or  incorporated  into  the  Union, 
or  not.  Sir,  I  know  there  are  many,  as  staunch 
friends  of  the  Executive  as  the  Senator  from  Ohio, 
who  believe  that  the  policy  recommended  by  the 
President,  and  now  about  to  be  carried  out  by  this 
bill,  will  end  in  lier  subjugation  and  the  extin- 
guishment of  her  nationality.  Now,  sir,  it  is  due 
to  the  country  that  this  question  should  be  dis- 
tinctly presented,  that  the  people  of  the  country 
may  see  what  is  to  be  the  probable  result  of  the 
war,  and  determine  whether  they  will  meet  it  or 
not;  for  that  is  to  be  the  end  of  the  whole  of  the 
contest,  unless  the  most  decisive  measures  are 
taken  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  prevent  it. 

Sir,  I  cannot  be  mistaken.  I  wish  to  go  into 
the  subject.  I  deem  it  to  be  due  to  my  constitu- 
ents, to  the  American  people,  that  this,  the  great- 
est of  all  questions,  the  extinguishment  of  the  na- 
tionality of  Mexico,  should  be  distinctly  voted 
upon  by  this  body. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio  is  unwilling  that  I  should 
have  a  vote  upon  this  question,  1  presume.  Sir, 
it  is  my  object  to  have  a  vote  upon  my  resolutions, 
and  to  have  the  response  of  the  country  upon  the 
question  embraced  in  them;  for  the  debate  will 
bring  forth  the  response  of  the  country.  Now, 
according  to  my  apprehension,  there  is  no  greater 
calamity  that  can  befall  this  country  than  the  sub- 
jugation of  Mexico  and  the  extinguishment  of  her 
nationality,  and  the  transfer  of  all  her  territory  to 
us.  Sir,  from  the  beginning  I  had  great  forebo- 
dings about  this  war,  and  my  forebodings,  among 
others,  related  to  this  very  thing — the  absorption 
of  Me.xico.  And  I  reiterate,  sir,  that  if  it  takes 
[dace,  vve  are  very  near  to  the  end  of  our  political 
career.  Sir,  the  Senator  from  Ohio  made  an  an- 
nouncement of  doomsday,  in  the  event  of  any 
delay  in  the  action  of  the  Senate  upon  this  bill, 
although  necessary  information  is  to  be  extracted 
by  that  delay.  The  Senator  need  not  su[)pose 
that  discussion  wiU  be  avoided  by  giving  jirece- 
dence  to  the  consideration  of  this  bill.  He  never 
can  escape  from  a  full  and  thorough  investigation 
of  the  designs  of  the  Executive  in  the  prosecution 
of  this  war.  My  object  is  not  opposition  tci  the 
Administration.  Whenever  1  intend  to  as.?ail  the 
Administration,  I  will  do  so  directly,  and  to  their 
face.  My  oljject  is  to  have  the  sense  of  the  ftj^n- 
ate  and  the  country  upon  a  point  which  I  deem  of 
the  first  magnitude  to  the  safety  oT  the  country 
and  its  institutions;  and  I  do  trust,  sir,  that  the 
Senate  will  not  deprive  mo  of  llu;  opportunity  of 
having  a  clear  vote  upon  this  point,  after  full  dis- 
cussion. 

Mr.  HALE.     I  regret  the  necessity  of  saying 
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a  word  in  relation  to  this  matter  at  this  time;  InU 
it  hiis  been  my  misfortune  not  to  have  read  the 
messaj^e  of  tiie  President  as  have  those  Senators 
who  have  already  addressed  you.  1  suppose,  sir. 
that  ihis  messau:e  has  been  drafted  with  somecai-e, 
and  with  some  reference  to  tiie  rules  of  grammati- 
cal constiaiction.'  If  1  remember  ari,u:lita  rule  that 
is  laid  down  I));-  Lindlay  MurraV)  it  is,  that  the 
perfect  tense  not  only  repi'esenis  an  action  as  pass- 
ed and  finished,  but  contains  a  dii'ect  allusion  to 
the  present  lime.  What  is  the  lann'uage  of  the 
President?  "  It  has  never  been  conteni|ilaled  by 
'  me  as  an  object  of  the  war  to  make  a  permanent 
'  conquest  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  or  to  aniiihi- 
'  late  her  separate  existence  as  at)  independent  na- 
'  tion."  It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  here  a  most 
pi'e^'nant  allusion  to  the  present  time.  It  appears 
that  the  Administration  has  be2;un  to  entertain  a 
different  notion,  and  I  am  confirmed  in  this  lielief 
by  lookinij  at  another  pissage  in  the  message, 
where  the  President  says  : 

"  If,  after  affording  this  encourao-ement  and 
'.protection,  and  after  all  the  persevering  and  sin- 
'  cere  efforts  we  have  made  from  the  moment  Mex- 
*  ico  commenced  the  war,  and  prior  to  that  time, 
'  to  adjust  our  differences  with  her,  we  shall  ulti- 
'  mately  fail,  then  we  shall  have  e.xhausted  all  hon- 
'  orable  means  in  pursuit  of  peace,  and  must  con- 
'tinue  to  occupy  her  country  with  our  troops, 
'taking  the  full  measure  of  indemnity  into  our 
'  own  hands,  and  must  enforce  the  terms  which 
'  our  honor  demands." 

Trie  does  not  tell  us  how  much  it  will  take  to  fjl 
his  hands  or  satisfy  his  honor,  but  he  tells  us  that  we 
have  possession  of  New  Mexico  and  California 
now;  but  he  fails  to  inform  us  how  miich  more  ter- 
ritory will  be  a  satisfaction  for  the  further  and  more 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  which  he  recom- 
mends. And  I  am  the  more  desirous  of  saying  a 
word  at  this  time  by  reason  of  the  intimation  which 
has  been  thrown  out,  that  there  are  some  who  are 
opposed  to  the  war,  and  prefer  manifesting  that  op- 
position on  an  abstract  resolution,  and  who  yet 
will  not  take  the  responsibility  of  opposing  the 
measures  which  the  President  recommends.  Sir, 
I  do  not  know  but  that  my  ideas  may  be  peculiar 
upon  this  subject;  but  I  believe  that  the  war  was 
commenced  in  falsehood,  and  prosecuted  in  injus- 
tice, and  that  the  institutions  of  the  United  States 
are  in  more  danj^er  at  this  moment  of  annihilation 
than  those  of  iVIexico;  and  I  have  no  sympathy 
with  those  gentlemen  who  tell  us  that  this  measure 
has  no  connection  with  the  origin  of  the  war.  I 
think  it  has  everything  to  do  with  it,  and  I  would 
like  to  see  gentlemen  who  think  otherwise  solve 
this  problein,  and  inform  us  how  long  it  will  take, 
in  the  manner  we  are  going  on,  to  arrive  at  the 
end  of  the  war. 

I  would  that  they  would  tell  us  how  long  must 
we  persevere  in  a  wrong  cause  before  we  shall 
come  out  right. 

I  would  be  glad  if  they  would  tell  us  another 
thing.  I  would  like  to  hear  them  demonstrate  to 
us  how  much  better  it  is  to  conquer  a  jjeace  than 
to  keep  a  peace.  Conquer  a  peace  !  that  seems  to 
be  a  sort  of  magical  phrase,  and  the  course  recom- 
mended to  effect  it  reminds  me  of  the  manner 
of  treating  a  patient  pursued  by  an  old  Spanish 
physician,  who  fancied  that  by  letting  blood  and 
administering  warm  water,  he  could  cure  all  dis- 
eases. In  proceeding  witit  this  practice,  it  was 
found  that  his  patients  all  died;  the  Doctor  said 
that  the  reason  was  because  he.did  not  take  enough 
blood  from  them.  He  took  more  from  his  next 
patients,  and  they  continued  to  die,  and  upon  a 
consultation  as  to  whether  some  other  mode  of 
treatment  might  not  be  attended  with  better  re- 
sults, he  said  he  would  listen  to  the  recommenda- 
tion for  a  change  of  treatment,  if  he  had  not  writ- 
ten a  hook  upon  the  subject.  Well,  sir,  the  Presi- 
dent has  written  a  book,  and  requires  of  us  that 
v/e  sliould  follow  it.  Now,  recognizing  no  such 
ol)li<ration  as  that,  1  desire  that  this  measitre  may 
l)e  discussed;  I  desire  that  this  subject  should  be 
discussed  ftdly,  freely,  and  fairly,  as  embraced  in 
the  resolutions  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  and  the  Senator  from  New  York,  and 
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that  tlio.'Be  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
should  take  precedence  of  those  offei-ed  i.iy  the 
Sc'  ator  from  New  York;  for  the  resolutions  of  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  relate  to  the  question 
how  much  territory  we  shall  rob  Mexico  of;  and 
the  Senator  from  New  York  tells  us  hnw  to  take 
care  of  the  spoils'after  we  have  got  them.  I  there- 
fore think  that  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from 
S'luth  Carolina  should  take  precedence  of  those  of 
the  Senator  from  New  York,  and  that  they  should 
both  take  precedence  of  this  bill.  I  desire  that  the 
qnestimi  should  be  presented  in  such  a  manner, 
that  the  whole  country  may  understand  it,  and, 
sir,  it  is  all  involved  in  this  ten  retjimcnt  bill.  It 
seems  to  mc  the  question  presented  liy  the  bill  will 
determine  the  whole  matter;  if  we  are  to  a;o  on 
and  follow  the  course  pointed  out  by  the  President, 
and  "ivehim  ten  regiments  of  regulars  and  twenty 
of  vokmteers  in  addition,  then  of  course  this  bill 
is  to  be  passed. 

Cut  if,  as  I  believe,  the  war  was  commenced  in 
error,  here  is  the  place  to  stop;  and,  with  my  con- 
sent, the  first  dollar  shall  not  go  from  the  national 
treasury,  until  the  President  informs  us  Imwrnuch 
he  supposes  will  be  required  to  bring  tlie  army 
home  by  the  shortest  and  cheapest  route.  For 
this  purpose  he  shall  have  money;  I'ut  not,  with  my 
vote,  for  continuing  the  war  with  a.i,n  indefinite  pur- 
pose. I  think  it  is  time  that  the  country  should 
understand  wiiat  we  arc  aiming  at,  and  1  think  that 
the' belief  of  a  great  majority  of  the  people  already 
is,  that  the  war  was  not  only  a  crime,  but  a  blun- 
der; and  it  is  this  which  calls  attention  to  it  more 
forcibly  than  if  it  had  remained  simply  a  crime,  an 
unfortunate  one,  certainly,  when  viewed  in  the  best 
light.  And  I  am  willing  that  if  the  expression  of 
this  view  should  bring  ever  so  much  opprobrium, 
that  it  should  come  now.  It  seems  to  me  that  those 
who  view  the  policy  of  the  Administration  as  a 
miserable  one  should  boldly  and  distinctly  say  so, 
and  vote  accordingly.  Let  us  not  be  guilty  of  the 
miserable  inconsistency  of  saying  that  this  war  is 
an  error,  and  of  still  voting  supplies  to  enable  the 
President  to  carry  it  on.  Let  Congress,  on  whom 
the  responsibility  rests,  and  to  whom  the  country 
will  look  in  this  matter,  take  the  war  into  their 
own  hands,  and  declare  distinctly  and  unequivo- 
cally to  the  country  what  they  intend,  and  what 
they  desire. 

I  do  not  know  that  there  is  a  single  member  on 
this  floor  who  sympathizes  with  me  in  the  view 
which  I  take,  but  I  believe  that  this  warmarks  the 
age  as  barbarous,  and  that  we  are  vastly  more  in 
danger  of  bringing  ruin  and  destruction  upon  our 
own  institutions,  than  those  of  the  country  with 
which  we  are  at  war.  I  want  the  question  pre- 
sented boldly,  not  by  way  of  problem  or  mere  ab- 
straction. For  one,  my  mind  is  made  up.  Not  the 
first  dollar  shall  the  President  take  by  my  vote,  for 
either  regular  or  volunteer  force,  until  he  comes 
forward  and  informs  the  country  how  much  he 
does  want  in  order  to  secure  an  honorable  peace, 
and  the  mode  in  which  he  proposes  to  effect  so  de- 
sirable a  result.  The  other  day,  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Michigan  told  us  that  every  man,  woman, 
and  child  in  the  country  knew  what  we  wanted.  I 
confess  I  heard  this  assertion  with  some  astonish- 
ment; for  if  it  be  true,  I  could  not  class  myself  with 
either  man,  woman,  or  child — for  I  confess  I  did 
not  know.  Nor  was  I  in  the  least  enlightened 
when  the  honorable  Senator  added  that  it  was  in- 
demnity and  satisfaction. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  beg  the  honorable  Senator's  par- 
don; that  was  not  my  expression;  indemnity  and 
security  were  the  words  I  used. 

Mr.  HALE.    Well,  I  have  not  got  any  light  yet. 

Mr.  CASS.     That  is  not  my  fitult. 

Mr.  HALE.  No,  sir,  it  is  owing  to  my  opaci- 
ty probably;  but  waiving  for  the  present  the  dis- 
cussion, whether  it  is  owing  to  the  inability  of  the 
honorable  Senator  to  impart,  or  of  myself  to  receive 
light,  and  to  proceed: 

Indemnity  and  security.  Indemnity  for  what .' 
Security  for  what.'  Here  endelh  the  first  lesson. 
We  do  not  know,  we  are  as  much  in  the  dark  as 
ever.  I  do  not  intend  at  this  time  to  do  more  than 
to  make  these  general  remarks.     On  some  future 
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occasion  I  propose,  not  with  the  hope  of  influen- 
cing the  action  of  the  Senate,  but  to  place  myself 
aright  before  those  who  have  sent  me  here,  to  ex- 
press my  views  more  fully  in  regai-d  to  the  war. 
And  permit  me  to  say  here,  that  I  think  the  origin 
of  the  war  lies  a  little  deeper  than  any  of  the  causes 
which  have  been  assigned  by  those  who  have 
spoken  upon  the  subject.  I  believe  the  origin  of 
the  war  lies  in  the  avowed  oliject  of  the  American 
Government  to  perpetuate  the  institution  of  Amer- 
ican slavery.  That  I  believe  to  be  the  true  design 
and  purpose  of  this  war;  and  if  it  had  not  been  for 
that  cause  we  never  should  have  had  it.  Believ- 
ing this  to  be  the  fact,  and  that  any  exposition  of 
the  origin  and  cause  of  this  war,  which  stops  short 
of  that,  stops  short  of  the  truth,  I  shall  endeavor  on 
some  subsequent  occasion,  with  the  indulgence  of 
the  Senate,  to  satisfy  the  country  by  reference  to 
the  oflicial  documents,  that  such  is  the  origin  and 
purpose  of  the  war,  and  to  indicate  my  own  views 
of  the  true  policy  to  be  pursued  in  reference  thereto. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  What  is  the  motion  now  pend- 
ing .'  I  understand  it  is  a  motion  to  take  up  the 
bill  for  the  purpose  of  making  it  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  next.  I  ask  the  yeas  and  nays 
upon  that  motion. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland.  I  understand 
that  tlie  honorable  Senator  from  Michigan  has  no 
objection  that  the  consideration  of  the  bill  be  post- 
poned until  Monday. 

Mr.  CASS.  None  at  all;  but  if  there  is  not  to 
be  an  understanding  that  it  shall  be  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Monday,  we  may  as  well  proceed  to 
vote  upon  it  now. 

Mr.  SEVIER  suggested,  that  if  the  bill  were 
taken  up  now,  it  might  remain  as  unfinished  busi- 
ness, and  would  come  up  on  Monday  as  a  matter 
of  course. 

The  question  was  then  put  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Cass  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill;  and,  the  j'eas  and  nays  having  been  ordered, 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Wpssrs.  Allen,  Asliicy,  Atoliisnii,  Atlierton,  Bag- 
l)y,  Bnidliury,  Breese,  Cas?,  Davis  of  Mi??is^ip|)i,  Dickin- 
son, Dix,  Douslas,  Felcli,  Foote,  -Riislv,  Sevier,  Sturgeon, 
Turney,  and  Westcott — 19. 

N.VYS— Messrs.  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Bt'rrien,  Butler, 
Callmun,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Corwin.  Crittenden,  Greene, 
Hale,  .Johnson  nf  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  JWan- 
gum,  Phelps,  Underwood,  Upliain,  and  Yiilee — 19. 

The  Senate  being  equally  divided,  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident gave  the  casting  vote  in  the  aflirmative. 

The  bill  having  been  read  a  second  time — 

Mr.  MANGUM  said:  I  hope  that  this  bill  will 
be  allowed  to  he  passed  over  for  the  present.  I 
very  much  desire  that  it  should  not  now  be  taken 
up,  and,  above  all,  that  the  final  action  upon  it 
should  not  be  had  until  all  the  great  questions 
touching  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  regard 
to  the  Mexican  war  have  been  discussed,  and  the 
sense  of  this  body  in  relation  to  them  clearly  as- 
certained. For  if  we  are  called  upon  to  act  now, 
we  must  act  affirmatively;  for  I  suppose  there  is 
no  one  who  will  not  be  disposed  to  grant  what 
may  be  deemed  necessary.  It  will  then  amount 
to  an  affirmative  of  the  necessity  for  still  further 
prosecuting  this  war,  the  end  of  which  no  man  can 
foresee.  For  myself,  sir,  in  case  I  am  driven  to  a 
vote  upon  a  measure  of  this  kind,  before  I  have  an 
opportunity  of  examining  into  these  subjects,  I 
shall  endeavor  so  to  vote  as  to  throw  the  responsi- 
bility upon  the  Executive,  and  to  assume  only 
that  degree  of  responsibilty  which  will  attacli  to  a 
vote  under  such  circumstances. 

EXECUTIVE    SESSION. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  tlie  consideration 
of  Executive  business;  and,  after  sorne  time  spent 
therein,  the  doors  were  opened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TnuRSD.\T,  J)cccmber  30,  1847. 

The  Journal  having:  been  read — 

Mr.  JON  lis,  of  Tennessee,  ro.sc  to  a  question 
of  order.  On  Monday  last  he  offered  a  resolution 
which  was  received  ty  unanimous  consent;  and 
this,  he  apprehended, -was  virtually  a  suspension 
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of  the  rules  for  its  consideration.  When  the  House 
adjourned,  thai  resolution  was  under  consideration, 
and  it  seemed  to  him,  that  if  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended they  would  remain  suspended  until  it  was 
disposed  of.  Even  the  mornin";  hour  must  yield  to 
tliat  resolution  under  the  circumstances.  That  tlie 
rules  were  suspended  for  its  consideration  hy  com- 
mon consent  was  evident,  for  it  was  not  in  order 
when  he  offered  it,  and  yet  it  was  received  and 
considered.  He  liopcd,  therefore,  that  the  House 
would  now  resume  the  consideration  of  that  reso- 
lution, and  dispose  of  it. 

Tiie  SPEAKER  said  tlie  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee was  in  error.  There  were  other  reso- 
lutions on  the  table  which  had  been  received  by 
general  consent,  which,  however,  did  not  neces- 
sarily take  precedence.  There  was  also  the  Presi- 
dent's message,  with  other  documents,  which  were 
now  unfinished  l)usiness,  although  they  had  been 
received  and  partially  considered,  precisely  as  was 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 
The  Chair  was  of  opinion  that  the  general  consent 
operated  only  to  permit  its  introduction,  but  the 
adjournment  while  it  was  pending  placed  it  with 
otiier  papers  received  in  the  same  manner.  Since 
the  other  papers  to  which  he  referred  had  been  left 
on  the  table  by  adjournments,  the  regular  order 
of  busine.5s  had  been  proceeded  with;  and,  if  there 
were  no  objection,  the  Cliair  would  now  resume 
the  call  on  the  States  for  petitions. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  call  for  petitions 
was  proceeded  with,  commencing  the  call  of  the 
States  backwards,  at  the  Stale  where  the  call  was 
suspended  on  Tuesday  last;  and  petitions  were 
presented — 

By  JVlr.  GOGGIN  :  Of  Thomas  U.  Welch,  ad- 
ministrator of  Churchill  Gibbs,  a  revolutionary 
soldier,  for  balance  of  half  pay  due  to  his  intestate: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 
Of  the  heirs  of  Colonel  Charles  Lewis,  deceased, 
of  the  county  of  of  Albemarle,  for  seven  years  hali"- 
pay,&c.:  leferred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

By  Mr.  DANIEL  DUNCAN  :  Of  citizens  of 
Delaware  county,  Ohio,  praying  tlie  attention  of 
Congress  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  Browns- 
town  of  1808,  and  acts  of  Congress  desijrned  to 
carry  into  effect  its  stipulations.  Of  citizens  of 
the  counties  of  Sandusky,  Seneca,  Wyandot, 
Marion,  and  Delaware,  for  the  same  :  re.'erred  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

By  Mr.  MILLER  :  Of  Jacob  Brinkerhoff,  and 
other  citizens  of  Richland  county,  Ohio,  for  the 
establishment  of  a  daily  mail-route  from  Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania,  to  Mansfield,  Ohio:  referred 
to  tiie  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

By  Mr.  DICKLNfSON  :  Ofcitizensof  the  county 
of  Sandusky,  Ohio,  for  a  mail-route  from  Lower 
Sandusky  lo  Cold  Creek  :  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR  :  Of  citizens  of  Jackson 
county,  Ohio,  for  a  new  mail-route  froin  Jackson 
Court-Houso  to  Portsmouth  :  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitiec  on  tlie  Post  Office  and  Post  Road.s. 

By  Mr.  COCKE:  Of  Robert  Ellis— heretofore 
presented,  February  6,  184G — which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Bv  Mr.  CROZIER  :  Of  citizens  of  the  counties 
of  Roane  and  McMinn,  Tennessee,  for  a  mail- 
route  from  Athens  to  Kingston,  in  said  State  :  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

_  By  Mr.  ANDREW  JOHNSON  :  Of  Rachel 
Salts,  widow  of  Jolm  Salts,  deceased,  of  Green 
county,  Tennessee,  for  relief  on  account  of  dis- 
abilities incurred  hy  her  late  husband  in  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain  :  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Invalid  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  BOYD:  Of  Sarah  Stokes,  widow  of 
John  Stokes,  deceased,  of  Graves  county,  Ken- 
tucky, for  a  pension:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionnry  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  STEPHENS:  Of  Thomas  L.  Ro.ss, 
postmaster  at  Macon,  Georgia,  for  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  the  reduced  pay  of  postmasters :  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Po.st  Roads. 

By  Mr.  THOMAS  BUTLER  KING:  Of 
Lieutenant  David  D.  Porter,  in  behalf  of  Eliza 
Bache,  widow  of  the  late  Lieutenant  G.  M.  Bache, 
for  remuneration  for  the  property  and  money  of 
her  laie  husband,  which  were  swept  overboard 
from  the  United  States  bug  Washington  when  he 


was  drowned  :  referred  to  the  Committer  on  Na- 
val Affairs. 

By  Mr.  GOGGIN:  Of  Thomas  J.  Randolph, 
for  Congress  to  purchase  or  pul>lish  the  manu- 
scripts of  Thomas  Jefferson,  late  President  of  the 
United  Stales  :  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  memorial 
and  accompanying  oapers  ordered  to  be  printed. 

By  Mr.  SIDNEY  LAWRENCE  :  Of  citizens 
of  Warren  county.  New  York,  for  Congress  to 
pass  a  law  to  continue  the  pensions  granted  to 
widows  of  revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers  du- 
rinji-  their  natural  lives:  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

By  Mr.  N.  K.  HALL:  Of  the  common  council 
of  Buffalo,  New  York,  for  an  appropriation  of 
§400,000,  for  the  improvement  of  Buffalo  harbor; 
and  that  it  be  passed  in  a  separate  bill  for  that 
purpose  :  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  HUBBARD:  Of  the  Legislature  of 
Connecticut,  that  if  any  territory  shall  hereafter 
be  acquired  by  the  United  States,  or  annexed 
thereto,  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except 
as  a  punishment  for  crime,  shall  be  forever  ex- 
cluded from  such  territory:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories. 

By  Mt.  PALFREY  :  Of  Elizabeth  Howe  and 
others,  for  peace  with  Mexico  :  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  Of  Charles  Hum- 
phreys and  43  others,  of  Lancaster,  Massachu- 
setts, for  peace  with  Mexico  :  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  GRINNELL  :  Of  Elijah  Swift  and 
others,  of  Falmouth,  Massachusetts,  for  an  appro- 
priation to  save  the  harbor  of  Great  Wood 's  Hole  : 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  Of  Bart- 
lett  Pease,  cooper  of  ship  Columbia,  for  a  pension  : 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 
Of  Sylvester  Bourne  and  others,  for  a  buoy  on  a 
rock  in  Falmouth,  Massachusetts  :  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

By  Mr.  J.  Q..  ADAMS  :  Of  Francis  Freeman, 
administrator  of  the  estate  of  William  H.  Free- 
man,deceased  :  referred  to  theCommitteof  Claims. 
Of  Esther  Scolley,  widow  of  John  Scolley,  a  rev- 
olutionary soldier  and  officer,  for  a  pension  :  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 
Of  several  widows  of  revolutionary  soldiers,  for  a 
continuance  of  their  annuities  during  the  terms  of 
their  natural  lives:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions.  Of  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia, for  reduction  of  postage  on  all  newspa- 
pers not  containing  over  five  hundred  square  inches: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads.  Of  Jacob  Kerr,  in  relation  to  several 
land  warrants  :  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

By  Mr.  PEASLEE :  Of  William  M.  Leighton 
and  others,  for  remuneration  for  .services  in 
Wilkes's  exploring  expedition  :  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Petitions  were  also  presented  by  Mr.  ABBOTT 
and  Mr.  ASHMUN. 

SLAVERY. 

Mr.  TUCK  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  pro- 
hibiting the  international  slave-trade:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  TUCK  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Lindsly  and  70  others,  citizens  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  Congress  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  for  the  extinction  of  slavery  in  the 
United  States,  and  moved  its  reference  to  tlie  Com- 
mittee on  the  Territories. 

Mr.  GAYLE  moved  that  the  petition  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  a 
member  expressed  his  desire  to  debate  the  petition 
it  would  not  be  laid  aside  under  the  rule? 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama [Mr.  Gavi.io]  had  moved  that  the  petition  be 
laid  on  the  table,  and  that  motion  was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  requested  Mr.  GavleIo  with- 
draw his  motion  to  lay  the  [letition  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GAYLE  declining  tf)  withdraw  his  motion — 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion  to  lay  the 
petition  on  the  tabic,  imd  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays — yeas  86,  nays  70,  as  follows: 

VR AS — .Messrs.  Barringer,  Barrow,  Buyly,  Bedinerr,  Biid- 
pall,  Uotts,  Bnwdoii,  Boyd,  Boydon,  Brodiioad,  William  (J. 
Brown,  Cliarlos  Brown,  Buckiicr,  Hurt,  Beverly  L.  ('lark, 
Howell  Cold),  Williani-on  II.  W.  C'ohb,  Cnrkc,  Crozior, 
Cuniinliis,  Daniel,  JJIeUinKoii.  nonmdl,  fJarnrtt  Duiiran, 
Alexander  Kvnns,  t'aran,  KeathPrstiMi,  Fleklin,  I'reneli, 
Fulton.  Gayle,(;ciitry,  Gogein, Green, VVIIlnrd  V.  Ilall,Ilani- 
luoiiR,  Uuriounson,  llarrk,  lllll,  Hllliard,  Goor|;«  S.  ilcnis- 


ton,  Ingn,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jainieson,  Andrew  Johnson, 
James  H.  Johnson,  Robert  VV.  Johnson,  Gtorjie  W.  Jones, 
John  W.  Jones,  Kandnan,  Kennon,  Tlionias  liuilcr  King, 
La  Sere,  Letfler,  l.,ord,  Liinipkin.  Mct'leriiand,  McDowoll, 
McLane,  Mann,  iMilh'r,  .Morris,  Pendli^lon,  I'cyton,  1  ills- 
liury,  I'resion,  Ithett,  liicluy,  Kohinson,  t-'awyer.  Simpson, 
Sims,  Smart,  KolM^rt  Smith,  Stanlon,  Stephens,  ThilOileaux, 
Tompkins,  John  B.  Thompson, William  Thompson,  Tniiier, 
Venahle,  Wick,  Willi.ims,  and  Woodward— bG. 

NAY'S  -Messrs.  ."^bl/ott,  John  Qiiincy  Adams,  Green 
Adams,  Ashmnn,  Bingham,  lilancliard",  Brady,  Hullcr, 
Clingmaii,  Collamer,  Collins,  Coii<;er,  Cranston,  Crowell, 
Dickey,  Dixon,  Dner,  Dani>-1  Dmcean,  Dunn.  Eckerl,  Ed- 
wards, Embree,  Nathan  Evans,  Farrelly,  Fisher,  Fries, 
Giddins;s,  (Jrinnell,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  Henley,  Henry, 
MnlibanI,  Hudson,  Joseph  U.  Inaersoll,  Irvin,  Jenkins,  Kel- 
losis,  Daniel  P.  King,  Lahm,  Sidney  l,awrenee,  Lincoln, 
Marsh,  Marvin,  Mullin,  Murpliy,  I'allrey,  Pcaslee,  Peck, 
Putnam,  Keynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell, 
Root,  Rinusey,St.  John,  Sehenck,  Caleb  B.  SmiUi,  Truman 
Smith,  Starkwoalher,  .Andrew  Sfewarl,  Charles  E.  Stuart, 
Stiolmi,  Sylvester,  Taylor,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tuck, 
Vinton,  Warren,  and  White — 70. 

So  the  petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  ATr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  when  this  House  adjourns  it  will  adjourn 
to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

After  some  conversation  between  the  SPEAK- 
ER and  Mr.  GAYLE  on  a  point  of  order — 

Mr.  GAYLE  moved  to  reconsider  the  motion  by 
which  the  first  petition  presented  by  Mr.  TrcK 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Which  motion  was  informally  laid  over. 

Mr.  TUCK  presented  the  petition  of  David  T. 
Burr  and  68  others,  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  Congress  to  adopt  such  measures  as  will 
abolish  slavery  throughout  the  United  States,  and 
moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  lay  the 
petition  on  the  table;  which  was  agreed  lo. 

The  call  of  the  States  was  continued,  and  a  pe- 
tition was  presented-.- 

From  Maine  :  By  Mr.  SMART. 

PRINTING  FOR  THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  by  leave,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Resoh>ed,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  he  instrnetert 
to  report  lo  this  House  when  the  cojwes  of  the  President's 
late  annual  message,  with  the  aeconkpanying  documents, 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  may  be  expected  to  be 
delivered  for  distribution;  and  whether  any  action  of  this 
House,  and,  if  any,  what,  can  fatilitate  the  execution  of  the 
public  printing  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HUNT  said  he  would  state,  in  justice  to 
the  printers  of  the  House,  that  he  had  been  in- 
formed by  them  that  the  message  would  be  printed 
and  laid  on  their  tables  early  next  week. 

Tlie  resolution  was  adopted. 

REPORTS   FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  James  Brown. 
Read  a  first  and  second  time,  committed,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Robinson; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  commit- 
ted, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CROWELL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Wm. 
Brook,  James  Morrow,  Patrick  Cunningham,  and 
Geo.  B.  Hollenback;  which  were  lai(^ on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  GRINNELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  issue  a  register  to  the  barque  Sarah 
and  Eliza;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time; 
when 

Mr.  GRINNELL  moved  that  the  bill  be  nov/ 
put  upon  its  passage. 

The  (]uestion  was  put,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  en;i;rossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial 
of  the  Protestant  University  of  the  Untied  States, 
asking  a  donation  of  land  for  its  .support.  Laid 
on  the  table,  and  memorial  and  report  ordered  to 
be  primed. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  N.  P.  Bennet.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

GREAT  SOUTHERN  MAIL. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  joint  resolution 
concerning  the  transportation  of  the  mail  from 
Washington  south. 

The  reoort  having  been  read — 
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Mr.  GOGGFN  hoped  tlie  House  would  consent 
to  fnnsider  it  now. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked,  that  he  did  not  alto- 
gether understand  the  manner  in  which  this  amend- 
ment came  before  tiie  House.  It  apiieared  that  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  sul)- 
mitted  a  repoi'i  on  a  resolution  which  had  been 
referred  to  them,  but  it  was  not  necessarv  thai 
they  shouUl  report  an  amendment. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  replied,  that  tlie  joint  resolution 
which  he  liad  now  reported  from  the  committee 
was  offered  as  a  substitute  for  tiiat  which  had  been 
referred. 

The  SPEAKER  su2:2;ested  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  to  modify  his  proposition  so  that  the 
question  could  be  taken  on  the  joint  resohition  re- 
ported from  ihe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  as  an  original  proposition.  A  joint 
resolution  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Po^t  Office  and  Post  Roads  after  it  had  been 
read,  without  being  subjected  to  tlie  action  of  the 
House.  It  was  submitted  to  the  committee  for 
exaiTiination,  and  the  committee  therefore  could 
strike  out  the  original  resolution  and  introduceany 
other. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  then  desired  the  joint  resolution 
now  before  the  House  to  be  considered  as  the  re- 
port of  the  committee,  which  he  hoped  the  House 
would  act  upon  at  once. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  asked  for  the 
reading  of  the  resolution,  and  it  was  read  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  then  remarked,  that  the  question 
was  on  the  resolution;  that  he  understood  to  be 
the  question  now  before  the  House  for  considera- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  a  joint  resolution 
was  in  the  nature  of  a  bill,  and  must  go  tiirough 
the  same  forms.  The  question  then  would  be  on 
passing  it  to  a  second  reading,  and  no  debate 
would  be  in  order  until  it  had  been  read  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  expressed  the  hope  that  it  would 
be  read  a  second  time  now. 

There  being  no  objection,  it  was  read  a  second 
time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  hoped  there  would  be  no  objec- 
tion to  further  action  on  this  subject  at  tliis  time. 
He  hoped  that  all  sides  of  the  House  would  concur 
in  now  disposing  of  it,  for  both  the  North  and  the 
South,  the  East  and  the  West,  were  interested  in 
its  speedy  disposal.  The  interests  of  the  people 
everywhere  were  involved  in  this  subject,  and  he 
asked  it  as  a  matter  of  favor  that  the  House  would 
now  consider  it,  and  put  it  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  inquired  if  a 
motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  was  now  precluded  ? 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said  the  question  now  before  the 
House  was,  whether  it  would  proceed  at  once  to 
the  consideration  of  this  joint  resolution.  If  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  objected  to  that,  he  would 
say  so. 

Mr.  .TONES,  of  Tennessee,  desired  to  make  a 
motion  that  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  that  it  be 
printed. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  the  motion  was  in 
order. 

Mr.  JONES,  in  continuation,  said  there  was 
more  in  this  resolution  than  meets  the  eye  at  the 
first  view.  Ifi  it  was  involved  not  only  what 
should  he  paid  to  a  railroad  company  for  trans- 
porting the  mail  from  this  place  to  Richmond,  but 
a  compensation  to  every  railroad  company  in  the 
Union.  There  was  a  difficulty  existing  between 
the  Postmaster  Genera!  and  a  railroad  company. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
Where  a  motion  was  made  to  refer  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  Flouse,  was  it  in  order  to  go 
into  the  merits  of  the  whole  subject? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  not  in  order 
to  lake  so  wide  a  latitude. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  hoped  the  House  would  adopt 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
and  resolve  it.self  at  oiice  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  motion  to  commit  and  print  was  then  put 
and  carried. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  then  moved  that  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
this  joint  rf'sohition. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  said  that  would  not  answer 


the  purpose  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  be- 
cause the  business  before  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  must  be  taken  up  in  the  order  in  which  it 
stdbd  on  the  calendar,  and  tli^  rule  could  not  be 
suspended  except  on  Monday. 

The  SPEAKER  reinarked  that  a  motion  was  in 
order  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  GENTRY.  But  the  object  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  would  not  be  reached  by  that 
course. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  then,  would  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  would  make 
a  motion  which  would  take  precedence,  and  which 
he  believed  was  now  in  order.  It  was,  that  this 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  Mr. 
JONES  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  inquired  if  the 
House  must  not  necessarily  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  this  joint  resolution,  inasmuch  as 
it  involved  an  appropriation  of  the  public  money? 

After  a  brief  discussion  on  the  difficulty  in  which 
the  House  was  involved — 

Mr.  GOGGIN  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
motion  to  commit,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  it 
before  the  House  for  its  action. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pemisylvania,  made  some 
remarks  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  but  he 
was  inaudible  at  the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  BOTTS  hoped  the  House  would  consent  to 
the  motion  of  his  colleague,  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  By 
the  adoption  of  that  motion,  they  v/ould  get  before 
them  the  question,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  dis- 
posed of.  He  was  somewhat  surprised  at  the  op- 
position which  was  made  by  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  to  whathe  considered  one  of  the  plainest, 
clearest,  simplest  propositions — to  a  proposition, 
too,  in  which  the  whole  community  was  deeply 
interested. 

Pie  did  not  blame  gentlemen  who  looked  on  the 
other  side  of  this  question,  for  one  side  was  always 
good  until  the  other  was  told.  He  attached  no 
blame,  therefore,  to  those  who  rely  simply  on  the 
dictum  of  the  Postmaster  General;  but  he  took  this 
occasion  to  say,  that  he  held  himself  prepared  to 
show,  when  the  question  came  fairly  before  the 
House,  that  the  Postmaster  General  had  not  only 
mistaken  his  duty,  but  had  violated  his  duty,  and 
had  violated  the  law  of  the  land;  and  that  he  had 
done  so  without  having  accomplished  the  object  for 
which  he  professed  to  have  acted.  The  Postmaster 
General  had  interrupted  the  communication  of  the 
country  from.  New  Orleans  to  Maine;  he  had  sub- 
jected the  country  to  most  intolerable  inconvenience 
and  delay  in  the  transmission  of  the  mails,  and  he 
nevertheless  paid  more  money  out  of  the  depart- 
ment for  this  inconvenience  than  for  the  despatch 
and  regularity  of  the  mails.  There  was  sometimes 
a  way  of  telling  the  truth  by  which  false  impres- 
sions could  be  conveyed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  rose  to  a  question  of 
order.  He  believed,  on  a  motion  to  refer,  it  was 
not  in  order  to  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  subject 
to  be  referred. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  the  rule  was  not 
so  broad  as  the  gentleman  from  Teimessee  appear- 
ed to  suppose  it  to  be.  Debate  on  a  motion  to  refer 
had  not  so  wide  a  latitude  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole;  but  on  a  inotion  to  refer,  debate  soinetimes 
arose  which  to  some  extent  involved  the  merits  of 
the  question.  He  believed  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  BOTTS  had  no  disposition  to  discuss  the 
merits  of  this  bill  at  this  time.  On  the  contrary,  if 
he  could  exercise  his  own  discretion  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  should  prefer  to  hear  what  gentlemen  had 
to  say  on  the  otiier  side,  and  also  to  hear  the  gen- 
tleman who  reported  this  resolution  speak  in  its 
justification,  before  he  (Mr.  B.)  said  anything.  He 
thought  there  was  a  most  erroneous  impression  e.x- 
isting  in  regard  to  the  merits  of  this  whole  subject, 
and  he  would  prefer  that  the  gentlemen  opposite 
should  make  all  their  objections  to  the  original  res- 
olution, and  urge  all  their  arguments,  before  he 
said  another  word  on  the  subject.  At  this  time, 
all  that  he  desired  was  to  obtain  a  fair  hearing  of  this 
subject,  and  he  was an.xious  that  the  House  should 
adopt  the  motion  to  reconsider;  for,  if 'the  joint  res- 
olution went  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  un- 
der tlie  rule  which  the  House  adopted  a  week  ago, 
it  would  be  impossible  to  sny  when  it  would  be 
readied.     The  subject  involved  in  this  resolution 


was  one  in  which  every  part  of  the  country  had  a 
deep  interest.  Public  attentirm  was  railed  to  it  by 
tlie  newsjiaper  press  on  the  one  hand,  and,  on  the 
other,  by  boards  of  tra:le  and  commercial  associa- 
tions in  New  York,  Philadelphia,  New  Orleans, 
and  other  important  commercial  cities.  The  sul)- 
ject  was  one  which  demanded  immediate  action. 
It  was  not  merely  a  question  of  inconvenience;  it 
was  a  question  of  loss,  great  positive  loss,  to  the 
trade  and  commerce  of  the  country. 

He  would  not,  however,  nov/  go  into  an  ex- 
tended argument  on  this  subject.  He  would  only 
ask  the  House  to  favor  them  by  reconsidering  the 
question,  that  it  might  come  up  fairly  for  a  discus- 
sion, and  be  properly  understood. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania,  would  not  say 
that  the  opponents  of  this  jiroposition  could  prove 
their  position  as  clearly  as  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Botts]  said  hecould  prove  his,  but 
he  (Mr.  Brown)  thought  it  would  be  shown  that 
the  Postmaster  General  had  acted  with  good  faith 
to  these  railroad  companies  and  to  the  country. 
He  had  acted  as  liberally  as  he  ought  to  have  acted, 
and  he  (Mr.  B.)  thought  it  would  be  seen  that  this 
was  but  the  beginning  of  a  series  of  attempts  to 
control  the  Post  Office  Departrnent  by  the  railroad 
companies,  if  they  were  encouraged  by  this  House. 
If  an  opportunity  were  afforded  to  examine  all  the 
facts  of  the  case,  it  would  be  seen  that  they  must 
now,  at  the  beginning,  set  their  faces  against  this 
system  of  extortion,  or  throw  the  whole  over  to  the 
care  and  management  of  these  companies.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  spoken  of  a  clamor 
from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the  other  on  this 
subject;  but  were  they,  he  asked,  to  be  driven 
from  the  course  which  the  department  found  it 
necessary  to  pursue,  by  the  clamor  of  those  who 
were  interested,  and  cared  for  nothing  beyond  their 
own  interests  in  the  matter?  He  thought  no  gen- 
tleman would  take  that  position. 

But  he  was  not  disposed  at  this  time  to  go  into 
a  defence  of  the  Postmaster  General,  or  into  the 
particulars  of  this  case.  The  Postinaster  General 
had  offered  to  this  company  all  he  deemed  himself 
authorized  to  offer,  either  by  law,  by  the  action 
of  his  predecessors,  or  by  his  own  judgment.  He 
could  offer  no  more,  he  could  give  no  more;  and 
now,  after  the  company  have  refused  to  take  it, 
.the  committee  have  gone  so  far  as  to  require  liim 
to  offer  the  contract  to  them  again,  and  subject 
the  Government,  perhaps,  to  very  heavy  losses, 
in  the  payment  of  damages  to  the  other  company 
and  individuals  interested,  for  a  violation  of  the 
contract  entered  into  with  them. 

He  was  not  prepared  to  say  how  far  the  new 
route  might  accommodate  all  parties  when  it 
should  be  fairly  in  operation.  It  might  be  found 
injurious  to  the  public  interests  to  transport  the 
mail  by  that  route;  and  if  so,  he  would  be  willing 
to  subject  the  Government  to  a  loss  by  discontinu- 
ing it.  But  when  every  part  of  the  country  was 
calling  for  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage,  the 
department  was  railed  upon  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  and  those  who  were  immediately 
interested,  to  increase  the  pay  of  carrj'ing  this 
mail  beyond  what  was  given  to  other  railroads, 
and  beyond  what  appeared  a  fair  compensation  for 
the  service.  This — all  this — could  be  clearly  and 
fully  shown. 

Mr.  RHETT  wished  to  make  a  single  sugges- 
tion to  the  gentleman  who  brought  forward  these 
resolutions.  It  might  be  that  he  did  not  under- 
stand their  purport;  but  if  he  did,  there  was  one 
point  which  seemed  worthy  of  the  gentleman's 
consideration  and  that  of  the  House.  If  he  un- 
derstood the  second  resolution,  there  was  no  pro- 
vision at  all  made  in  it  by  which  the  Postmaster 
General  could  make  any  arrangement  with  the 
company  with  whom  the  contract  now  exists. 
The  company  would  have  the  right  then,  it  ap- 
peared to  him,  to  run  their  boat  daily  over  the 
route,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  to  require  the 
whole  sum,  viz  :  ^140,000,  to  be  paid — tlie  sum 
which  the  department  stipulated  to  pay.  Would 
it  not  be  veiy  unwise  thus  to  put  our  liands  into 
the  mouth  of  the  lion?  It  might  be  very  expe- 
dient that  the  old  route  should  be  restored;  but 
prudence  dictated  that  some  discretion  should  be 
left  to  the  Postinaster  General,  so  that  he  niight 
be  enabled  to  make  some  arrangement  with  the 
new  line  to  pay  them  whatever  damages  they  may- 
sustain  by  discontinuing  that  route,  and  tal<e  it 
out  of  their  power  to  bring  in  n  demand  of 
§140,000  at  the  close  of  the  year,  the  same  as  if 
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the  mail  had  been  carried  by  them  during  the 
whole  time. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  hoped  he  should  be  pardoned, 
having  had  the  honor  to  report  this  joint  resolu- 
tion, for  claiming  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a 
short  time  upon  a  subject  which  so  deeply  afl'ected 
not  onlv  his  own  Stale,  but  the  whole  South,  and 
the  whole  country.  This  resolution  had  received 
at  the  liands  of  the  committee  that  attention  which 
a  subject  of  so  much  importance  deserved.  The 
committee  had  not,  however,  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion which  he  adopted.  He  did  not  intend  to  sup- 
port the  resolutions,  but  hoped  the  House  would 
put  itself  back  upon  the  well-founded  resolution 
of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Botts,]  in  which  he  (Mr. 
B.)  and  his  constituents  were  so  deeply  interested. 
The  resolution  of  his  colleague  simply  authorized 
the  Postmaster  General  to  renew  the  contract  which 
had  already  existed  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mail  between  this  city  and  Richmond.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  his  colleague  on  the 
committee,  [Mr.  Brown,]  had  thought  proper  to 
tell  the  House  that  this  company  came  here  de- 
manding an  increase  of  pay  at  the  hands  of  Con- 
gress. With  all  due  respect  for  that  gentleman, 
he  must  be  allowed  to  say  that  he  entirely  misap- 
prehended the  nature  of  the  question  presented  to 
the  consideration  of  the  House.  The  company 
demanded  no  increase  of  pay  over  what  they  had 
received  since  1843.  They  came  here  not  as  ]ieti- 
tioners;  but  the  representatives  of  the  people,  in 
obedience  to  the  potential  voice  of  the  people,  as 
uttered  through  public  meetings,  not  only  in  the 
Old  Dominion,  but  everywhere,  North  and  South, 
demanded  that  this  House  should  consider  and  act 
upon  this  subject,  and  that  with  promptness  and 
despatch.  This  company,  or  its  friends  here,  did 
not  present  themselves  asking  this  House  to  au- 
thorize the  Postmaster  General  to  make  an  in- 
crease of  their  pay.  For  a  period,  ever  since  1843, 
this  company  had  received  at  the  hands  of  the  late 
and  of  the  present  Postmaster  General,  under  a 
joint  resolution  of  Congress,  and  under  an  award 
of  Mr.  Tyler,  the  late  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  very  sum  which  they  now  asked  this 
House  to  authorize  the  Postmaster  General  to  pay 
them.  Mr.  G.  read  from  statistics  exhibiting  some 
of  the  details  of  the  case  in  proof  of  this  state- 
ment. Instead  of  the  company  making  exorbitant 
demands  for  this  service,  as  was  represented,  it 
had  been  adjudicated  by  Congress,  and  sanctioned 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that  they 
were  entitled  to  the  same  pay  which  it  was  now 
asked  to  give;  and,  ever  since  1843,  down  to  July 
of  this  year,  (embracing  two  years  of  the  admin- 
istration of  the  present  Postmaster  General,)  they 
had  received  it.  But  that  officer  now  came  to  this 
House  and  said,  in  his  annual  report,  that  to  allow 
this  compensation  any  further,  would  be  a  viola- 
tion of  law. 

This  same  compensation  had  been  paid  from 
1843  to  the  time  when  the  )5resent'Postmaster  Gen- 
eral came  into  power;  and  since  that  time,  through 
his  whole  administration,  until  .Tuly  1.  1847,  and 
then  for  the  first  time  had  he  discovered  that,  to 
make  any  further  payments  at  this  rale,  would  be 
violation  of  law!  At  that  time  (July  1st)  the  con- 
tract expired;  the  company,  liowever,  had  con- 
tinued to  carry  the  mail  without  a  specific  agree- 
ment. At  the  expiration  of  that  quarter,  namely, 
on  the  1st  of  October,  the  Postmaster  General 
refusing  to  pay  the  price  authorized  by  joint  reso- 
lution of  Congress,  and  reducing  the  compensation 
from  $260  to  $237  50  per  mile  by  railroad,  and 
from  $237  50,  about  12  per  cent,  by  steamboat,  the 
company  gave  him  notice  that  they  could  not  con- 
tract for  the  service  at  that  rate;  and,  on  the  10th 
of  the  present  month,  ijeing  unable  to  conclude 
any  arrangement,  they  suspended  the  service. 

Mr.  G.  commented  upon  that  portion  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Postmaster  General  which  refers  to  this 
mail  service,  and  the  argument  therein  brought 
forward  to  .sustain  the  proposed  reduction.  That 
officer  had  told  them,  that  if  such  a  reduction  were 
not  made,  other  railroad  companies  would  come 
forward  demanding  an  increase  of  pay;  and  yet 
(said  Mr.  G.)  he  tells  us,  in  the  same  report,  that 
he  has  been  able  to  conclude  <;ontracis  with  com- 
panies in  every  portion  of  the  Union,  by  which  a 
large  amount  of  money  is  eaved. 

When  thi.s  contract  waH  made,  it  was  under  a 
Bchedulc  which  required  the  company  to  perform 
the  trip  between  this  city  and  Ilichmond  in  eleven 
hours  and  a  half;  and  yet  they  had  actually  been 


lomning  for  the  last  tv/o  years  in  compliance  with 
a  schedule  which  required  them  to  run  in  nine 
hours  and  a  half;  and  had  done  this  without  a  dol- 
lar's increase  of  compensation.  But  the  Postn'as- 
ter  General,  not  content  with  this,  had  chosen  to 
send  the  mail  by  a  circuitous  route,  from  this  city 
to  Baltimoie,  thence  down  the  bay  to  City  Point, 
thence  up  the  James  river  to  Richmond,  and  up 
the  Appomatox  to  Petersburg;  making  a  distance 
of  near  four  hundred  miles,  instead  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty  miles  by  the  direct  railroad  and  steam- 
boat route  from  this  city  !  And  by  lliis  circuitous 
route  was  ■  the  great  southern  mail  of  the  United 
States  now  conveyed;  thus  seriously  affecting  so- 
cial and  business  communication,  and  holding  back 
for  several  days  intelligence  from  the  army.  In- 
stead of  having  reference  to  the  expedition  of  the 
mail,  the  Postmaster  General  seemed  to  be  experi- 
menting upon  the  country,  and  endeavoring  to 
show  at  how  slow  a  rate  it  could  be  tiansported; 
for,  instead  of  running  through  in  nine  hours  and 
a  half,  as  the  company  had  by  the  direct  route  for 
two  or  three  years,  by  this  roundabout  uncertain 
route  it  now  took  thirty  hours;  and  we  had  already 
been  without  a  mail  in  this  city  from  the  South  for 
five  days. 

Mr.  G.  further  commented  at  some  length  upon 
the  impolicy  of  suffering  such  a  mail  arrangement 
to  continue,  and  upon  the  serious  injury  to  the 
community  in  all  its  interests  resulting  therefrom. 
He  also  condemned  it  on  the  ground  of  economy, 
and  read  from  a  communication  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  showing  that  all  he  expected  to  save  by 
the  change  of  route  was  |^575  and  odd  cents;  and 
this,sMr.  G.  said,  by  discontinuing  the  mail  ser- 
vice between  Richmond  and  the  next  largest  city 
in  the  State,  Petersburg;  without  which  discontin- 
.uance,  instead  of  a  saving  to  the  Government,  the 
cost  of  mail  transportation  by  this  change  of  route 
would  actually  be  increased»about  $8,000. 

Mr.  G.  proceeded  to  show,  that  by  the  recent 
arrangement  of  the  Postmaster  General,  there  was 
a  great  loss  of  time,  of  money,  and  of  the  interests 
of  the  country.  He  also  read  sections  of  the  law 
governing  the  department  on  this  subject,  which 
evidently  contemplated  such  a  state  of  things  as 
that  which  now  existed,  and  from  which  he  argued 
that  the  Postmaster  General  had  unnecessarily  de- 
layed the  mail  to  thirty,  instead  of  having  it  trans- 
mitted from  Baltimore  to  Richmond  in  little  more 
than  nine  hours.  He  trusted  that  this  House 
would  take  such  steps  as  would  enable  the  coun- 
try to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  a  more  speedy  convey- 
ance of  their  correspondence,  and  that  the  railroad 
company  in  question  would  be  permitted  to  realize 
the  small  profits  to  which  they  were  entitled — pro- 
fits which  had  been  solenmly  adjudged  to  the  com- 
pany heretofore  both  by  the  President  and  by 
Congress.  He  briefly  explained  the  statement  of 
the  arrangement  which  the  Postmaster  General 
had  entered  into  for  the  transmission  of  the  mail, 
and  the  legal  powers  conferred  on  him,  and  com- 
mented on  the  fact  that  the  Postmaster  General 
had  made  no  contract  which  Congress  could  not 
supersede.  No  contracts  had  been  signed,  and 
hence  they  had  no  guaiantee  for  the  speedy  trans- 
mission of  the  mails,  nor  for  the  performance  of 
the  terms  of  any  agreement  into  which  the  new 
contractors  might  enter. 

The  Postmaster  General,  in  his  annual  report  to 
the  President,  which  he  presumed  each  member 
had  read  for  himself,  communicated  the  informa- 
tion that  the  contjacts  were  for  a  specific  time,  un- 
less Congress  should  otherwise  direct — admitting, 
therefore,  that  this  House  was  not  bound  by  any 
contract  that  the  Postmaster  General  had  made. 
To  this  he  called  the  attention  of  the  Flouse,  and 
also  to  the  fact,  that  this  railroad  company  had 
heavier  mails  to  transmit  than  some  others,  and 
were  exposed  to  expenses  from  which  others  were 
exempt,  and  consequently  was  entitled  to  a  liberal 
compensation.  He  appealed,  then,  to  the  House 
not  to  tolerate  this  arrangement  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  especially  at  a  time  when  so  many  of  their 
countrymen  were  anxiously  waiting  to  hear  from 
their  sons,  brothers,  and  relatives,  who  were  peril- 
ing their  lives  in  defence  of  the  honor  of  their 
country  in  Mexico.  In  estimating  the  relative 
value  of  gervices  by  companies,  circumstances 
should  be  considered.  It  was  not  equitable  (o  pay 
for  services  on  the  Potomac  the  same  compensa- 
tion that  southern  companies  received.  In  tlie 
South  there  were  no  oljstructions  from  ice,  as  in 
the  Potomac.     And  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that 


this  company  was  not  only  required  to  transport 
the  mails  at  any  time  the  Post  Office  Department 
might  require,  but  to  build  ice-boats,  and  keep  open 
the  navigation,  which  was  for  the  general  benefit 
of  the  country.  And  yet,  with  these  restrictions 
and  burdens,  and  with  greatly  enlarged  mails,  this 
company  was  exjoectcd  to  do  this  service  for  twen- 
ty-five per  cent,  increa.se  of  pay  on  stage  routes. 

He  contended  that  the  Postmaster  General  was 
not  restricfed,  as  he  seemed  to  imagine,  except 
that  he  should  not  pay  move  than  three  hundred 
dollars  per  mile.  Within  that  sum  the  Postmaster 
General  had  a  discretion,  and  that  amount  he  was 
not  asked  nor  expected  to  pay.  He  was  asked 
only  to  give  that  which  had  been  already  paid, 
and  which  had  been  awarded  to  the  company  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  and  by  Con- 
gress. The  Postmaster  General  himself  had  ac- 
knowledged that  the  service  on  the  Potomac  was 
satisfactorily  performed.  He  had  also  admitted 
that  the  service  by  the  bay  could  not  be  as  satis- 
factory as  by  the  railroad  and  steamboat  on  the 
old  route;  and  yet,  with  these  facts  before  their 
eyes,  they  were  to  sustain  great  inconvenience-, 
unless  the  company  would  be  content  to  receive 
less  than  a  fair  compensation,  which  had  been 
heretofore  paid  to  them.  This  great  nation,  and 
the  interests  of  twenty  millions  of  people,  were  to 
be  trifled  with  for  a  paltry  saving  of  a  few  hun- 
dred dollars. 

In  justice  to  the  Postmaster  General,  he  would 
say,  that  he  had  been  furnished  with  all  the  infor- 
mation he  had  required,  cheerfully  and  promptly. 
The  Postmaster  General  had  evinced  every  dispo- 
sition to  facilitate  a  thorough  examination  of  the 
subject;  and  he  (Mr.  G.)  did  not  charge  the  Post- 
master General  with  intentionally  violating  his 
duty  to  the  country,  or  any  law  which  he  was 
requii-ed  to  carry  out.  But  he  was  of  opinion 
that  the  Postmaster  General  liad  been  mistaken  in 
his  construction  of  the  law.  Pie  was  satisfied  the 
law  would  not  be  so  construed  by  Congress.  If, 
then,  he  was  mistaken,  the  sooner  he  was  set 
right  the  better;  for  the  sacrifice  of  the  business 
men  of  the  country  was  greater  than  they  should 
be  sulTered  to  endure. 

Within  the  last  few  days  he  had  learned  that  a 
merchant  in  Richmond,  having  to  remit  $50,000 
to  New  York,  felt  compelled  to  withdraw  that 
amount  from  his  business  two  days  sooner  than 
he  would  have  been  required  to  do  if  the  mail 
were  ti-ansported  by  the  railroad.  It  had  been 
said  that  the  interests  of  the  merchants  of  Rich- 
mond alone  would  be  sacrificed  to  a  greater 
amount  than  the  sum  in  dispute  between  the  Post- 
master General  and  the  railroad  company  by  the 
present  state  of  things  in  that  department.  It 
would  be  better,  therefore,  if  Congress  could  not 
afford  them  relief,  that  the  merchants  should  meet 
together  and  pay  the  difference  themselves.  This 
sanie  view  had  been  taken  by  the  merchants  of 
New  York  and  elsewhere.  And  what  was  their 
own  experience  on  this  subject?  Why,  up  to 
last  night,  they  had  not  received  a  mail  bearing 
tidings  from  their  homes  for  five  days.  Fle  heard 
one  gentleman  say  the  other  day,  when  accounting 
for  lus  absence  from  this  House,  that  he  had  been 
to  Richmond  to  get  his  letters.  If  a  change  could 
not  be  made  in  the  arrangement  for  the  transmis- 
sion of  the  mails,  he  was  satisfied  many  of  them 
would  find  it  more  convenient  to  have  their  letters 
sent  to  Richmond  than  to  the  post  oflice  connected 
with  this  House,  for  from  Richmond  they  could 
obtain  them  in  advance  of  the  usual  mail  convey- 
ances of  the  department. 

But  there  was  another  matter  connected  with 
these  arrangements  to  which  he  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  this  House,  especially  of  those  who 
were  disjiosed  to  sustain  the  department.  The 
Postmaster  General  had  invoked  their  aid  for  the 
purpose  of  stopping  private  expresses  throughout 
the  country.  But  could  it  be  expected  that  pri- 
vate expresses  could  be  suppressed  when  the  in- 
tercourse of  the  country  was  thus  obstructed .' 
Unless  an  improved  system  were  adopted,  instead 
of  .stopping  those  private  expresses  now  traversing 
the  country,  hundreds  of  others  would  be  soon 
started;  for  the  country  would  not  tolerate  a  mail 
arrangement  which  required  tliiily  hours  to  do 
that  which  coidd  be  done  in  nine  hours. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  rose  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order. 

Mr.  GOGGIN.     I  h<\ve  done. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     Well,  then,  as  he  hfvd  the 
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floor,  he  would  say  a  word  or  two  on  this  subject. 
He  saw  no  good  use  to  wliich  this  discussion 
could  lead.  But  little  could  come  out  of  it.  It 
was  a  matter  wliich  had  attracted  no  attention  in 
the  House  until  it  was  brought  up  to-day.  Very 
few  of  them  were  sufficiently  informed  on  the  sub- 
ject at  present,  and  hence  they  ceuld  not  make  up 
their  minds  so  as  to  dispose  of  it  witliout  further 
consideration.  The  Postmaster  General  was  per- 
fectly dead;  the  post  office  was  abolished;  nothing 
was  left  of  it;  and  he  asked  for  time  to  look  upon 
the  sad  spectacle.  He  moved,  therefore,  to  lay 
the  whole  suliject  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania,  desired  the 
gentleman  from  Arkansas  to  withdraw  that  mo- 
tion, to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  make  an  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  v/ould  be  willing  to  do  so  if 
the  gentleman  would  renew  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table. 

A  brief  conversation  ensued,  which  being  unsat- 
isfactory to  Mr.  Johnson,  he  refused  to  withdraw 
the  motion. 

Mr.  SCHENGK  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ. 

The  motion,  on  a  division,  was  agreed  to;  and 
the  House  adjourned  to  Monday  next,  at  twelve 
o'clock. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  petitions  v/ere  presented  and  re- 
ferred : 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR:  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
.lacksori  county,  in  the  State  of  Oliio,  praying  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  new  post  route  from  Jackson  court-house  to 
J'ortsniouth,  in  that  State,  by  Zenos  Keller's  and  Jackson 
furnace. 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York  :  The  petition  of  the  Com- 
mon Council  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  praying  for  an  appro- 
priation for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  that-city. 

By  IMr.  DUNCAN,  of  Ohio:  Petitions  from  citizens  of 
Wyandotte,  Marion,  Spneca,  Sandusky,  and  Delaware 
counties,  in  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  praying  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  Brownstown  ot  1808, 
and  acts  of  Congress  designed  to  carry  into  effect  its  stipu- 
lations. 

By  Mr.  CROWELL  :  The  petition  of  Jacob  Messersmith 
and  others,  citizens  of  Lordstowii,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio, 
praying  for  peace  with  Mexico.  Also,  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Cranage  and  others,  citizens  of  Warren,  Trumbull 
county,  Oliio,  praying  for  peace  with  Mexico. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  TenJiessee  :  The  memorial  of  Ra- 
chel Salts,  widow  of  an  invalid  soldier,  praying  Congress  to 
grant  her  some  relief. 

By  Mr.  DUiVN:  The  petition  of  Elijah  Milam,  asking  pay 
for  a  horse  lost  in  the  United  States  ranging  service.  Also,  of 
Jane  Suller  and  of  Alexander  McDonald,  asking  a  pension 
Also,  of  Caleb  Bell,  asking  the  arrearage  of  pay  of  .Matthew 
Bell,  v/ho  died  in  the  United  States  army.  Also,  the  peti- 
tion of  Daniel  Hart,  asking  that  a  land  warrant  be  issued  to 
him  as  the  legatee  of  his  father  for  services  in  the  revolu- 
tionary war. 

By  Mr.  PALFREY :  The  petition  of  H.  D.  Pinney  and 
others,  of  Tioga  county,  N.  Y. ;  of  Charles  Humphreys  and 
others,  of  Lancaster,  Worcestercounty,  Mass. ;  of  Catharine 
C.  Tenney  and  others,  of  Kennebunk,  Me.  ;  and  of  Eliza- 
beth Howe  and  others,  severally  praying  for  peace  with  Mex- 
ico. Also,  that  the  memorial  of  the  President  and  Fellows 
of  Harvard  College,  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  praying  for  the 
remission  of  duties  paid  on  a  telescope,  and  for  the  privilege 
of  importing  books  and  philosophical  apparatus  duty  free,  be 
taken  from  the  files  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  January  3,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  exhibiting 
the  applications  for  pensions  which  have  been  re- 
jected during  the  year  1847;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  relation 
to  the  further  use  and  occupation  of  Fort  Arm- 
strong, on  Rock  Island,  as  a  military  site;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  presented  a  memorial  adopted  at 
a  convention  held  at  Washington,  in  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  composed  of  delegates  from  the  several 
counties  bordering  on  the  Red  River,  prayin"  an 
appropriation  for  removing  the  raft  in  that  river; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Montgomery  county,  Illinois,  praying  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  mail  route  from  Slielbyville  to  Alton, 
in  that  State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  . 


Mr.  BREESE  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Fayette  county,  Illinois,  praying  that  the  right 
of  preijmption  may  be  granted  to  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral Railroad  Company,  to  the  lands  lying  along 
the  route  of  their  railroad;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CORWIN  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Graham  and  George  Lee  Brent,  praying  compen- 
sation for  services  as  special  agents  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Paraguay,  under  directions  of  the 
United  States  charge  d'affaires  near  the  Argentine 
Republic;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  iVIASON  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
M.  Corby,  praying  indemnity  for  French  spolia- 
tions prior  to  1800;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BALDWIN,  it  was 
Ordered,    That  the  ))etition  of  Thomas,  Cowperthwnite 
&  t'O.,  on  tlie  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciarj'. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Frederick  Vincent,  admin- 
istrator of  Le  Caze  and  Mallet,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BELL,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  the  Eastern  Cherokee  In- 
dians, on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  it  was 
Ordered,  7'hat  the  documents  on  the  files  of  the  Senate, 

relatina  to  the  claim  of  Robert  Armstrong,  be  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Sour  John,  a  Cherokee  In- 
dian, on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration,  which  was  ordered   to  be 
printed: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate 

copies  of  the  tour  or  memoir  of  Dr    Wislizenps, 

throuirh  the  northern  parts  of  Mexico,  as  physician  to  Col. 
Donipliaii's  column  ;  being  a  history  of  the  expedition  of 
Col.  Doniphan,  with  scientific  observations  upon  the  face  of 
the  country.     Also,  that  there  be  engraved  or  lithographed 

for  the  use  of  the  Senate, — ■ copies  of  the  superficies 

map  which  accompanies  the  same.  AJso,  the  same  number 
of  the  barometrical  map  of  the  profile  of  elevations  above 
the  level  of  the  sea  from  St.  Louis,  in  Missouri,  on  the  line 
of  march  of  said  expedition,  to  Santa  F6,  in  New  Mexico, 
and  thence  by  Chihuahua,  the  Bolson  de  Mapini,  Parras, 
Saltillo,  and  Monterey,  to  Reynosa,  on  the  Rio  Grande.  Al- 
so, the  same  number  of  ihe  geological  map,  and  the  same 
number  of  the  table  of  meteorological  observations  which 
accompany  the  same. 

Also,  Be  it  resolved,  That copies  of  the  said  me- 
moir, with  the  accompanying  maps,  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  Dr.  Wislizenus. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the 
following  resolution;  which  was  considered  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  an  act 
granting  a  portion  of  the  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana to  every  citizen  soldier,  or  widow  or  orphan  of  every 
citizen  soldier,  who  bore  arms  in  defence  of  Louisiana  in 
the  years  1814  and  1815. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana, 
it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  relating  to 
the  subject,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  HUNTER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to  : 

Resolfcd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  Senate  the  correspondence 
of  Mr.  Wise,  late  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court 
of  Brazil,  embracing  a  letter  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  her  Britannic 
Majesty's  Minister  at  the  same  Court,  to  Mr.  Wise,  dated 
the  24th  of  March,  1846 ;  with  a  note  from  the  Earl  of  Aber- 
deen of  the  4th  Decemljer,  1845  ;  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wise  to 
Mr.  Hamilton,  dated  the  27th  March,  1816;  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Wise"to  Mr.  Hamilton,  dated  .'ilst  July,  1846;  and  the 
papers  accompanying  the  same — all  relating  to  the  subject 
of  the  slave  trade  :  provided  that  the  same  may  be  done  in 
his  opinion,  without  detriment  to  the  public  service. 

On  rnotion  by  Mr.  ATHERTON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  tlie  ('nmniittee  on  Finance  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Joseph 
Bouchaud,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Cemmittee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATHERTON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  )nenmrial  of  J.  Kears- 
ley,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Couunittee  on   Public 
Lands. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  Campbell, 
their  Clerk  :' 

Mr.  PiiiisiDENT  :  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of 


Representatives  having  signed  an  enrolled  bill,  I 
am  directed  to  bring  it  to  the  Senate  for  the  signa- 
ture of  their  President. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  signed  the  enrolled 
bill  entitled  "  An  act  making  an  appropriation  to 
supply  in  part  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriations 
for  subsistence  in  kind  of  the  army  and  volun- 
teers during  the  year  ending  the  SOtii  of  June, 
1848:"  and  it  was  delivered  to  the'commitlfre,  to  be 
presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  BERRIEN  a.sked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  making  an  appro- 
priation for  removing  obstructions  in  the  Savan- 
nah river;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Commiitee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  by  unanimous 
consent,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a 
joint  resolution  to  create  a  board  to  ascertain  and 
determine  the  amount  of  each  of  the  claims  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  against  Mexico ; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

,  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Capella,  administrator 
of  Andrew  Capella,  deceased,  and  for  the  relief  of 
John  Capo,  and  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Petty  and 
Hannah  Petty,  his  wife,  heirs  of  John  Beardon, 
deceased. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS,  from  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  W.  B. 
Slaughter,  late  Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin. 

The  bill  having  been  read  a  first  time — 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  remarked,  that  as  this  bill  was 
asked  for  by  the  officers  of  the  treasury,  and  was 
simply  a  bill  to  authorize  them  to  settle  certain  ac- 
counts, he  wished  the  bill  would  now  be  allowed 
to  have  its  second  reading. 

The  bill  having  been  read  a  second  time — 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said,  he  apprehended  that  no 
possible  objection  could  exist  to  the  immediate 
passage  of  this  bill,  and  he  trusted  it  would  now  be 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  said  he  could  not  distinctly 
gather  the  purport  of  the  bill  from  hearing  it  read, 
and  it  had  not  been  printed.  He  recollected  the 
case  well.  It  was  before  the  Territorial  Committee 
at  the  last  session — he  believed  the  session  before, 
also — while  he  (Mr.  W.)  was  on  that  committee, 
and  he  was  then  opposed  to  the  allowance  of  the 
claim.  It  was  for  two  items:  one  for  compensa- 
tion to  claimant  for  expenses  of  visiting  Washing- 
ton to  settle  his  accounts  as  a  public  officer — secre- 
tary of  Wisconsin  Territory;  the  other  item  was 
for  some  two  or  three  thousand  dollars  of  public 
money  lost  by  his  placing  it  on  deposite  in  aTer- 
ritorial  bank  which  broke.  His  excuse  was,  that 
the  Territorial  Legislature,  by  resolution,  instructed 
him  to  make  this  deposite  in  that  bank.  This  was 
no  excuse  whatever.  The  Territorial  Legislature 
had  no  business  with  this  money — no  right  to 
direct  it  to  be  so  deposited — no  power  to  control 
the  clairnant  with  respect  to  it.  Mr.  Slaughter  was 
secretary  of  the  Territory — a  Federal  officer  and 
agent,  independent  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Terri- 
tory. He  was  subject  only  to  the  laws  of  Congress 
and  the  instructions  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  these  did  not  alloiv  this  deposite  at  the  risk  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  his  own  fault  or  misfortune 
if  he  lost  this  money  by  placing  it  in  a  rotten  bank. 
His  complying  with  the  resolution  of  the  Legisla- 
ture was  an  act  done  on  his  own  personal  responsi- 
bility. It  would  be  opening  the  door  to  the  allow- 
ance of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  of  similar 
claims,  to  allow  this. 

Besides,  it  is  not  shown  that  this  bank  or  its 
stockholders  have  been  sued,  or  any  means  used 
to  recover  the  money  from  those  who  have  got  it. 
The  claiin  against  the  bank  and  its  stockholders 
was  not  transferred  to  the  United  States,  or  the 
treasury  officers  given  any  authority  to  collect  or 
sccAirc  it. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  should  vote  against  the  allow- 
ance of  this  claim;  but  if  he  understood  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Douglas,]  this 
bill  did  not  impliedly  sanction  the  claim  in  any 
degree,  but  only  directed  the  treasury  to  exam- 
ine and  settle  the  accounts  on  principles  of  equity 


86 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Jan.  3, 


and  justice.  He  desired  to  know  of  the  Commit- 
tee distinctly,  wiiethcr  his  uiidersianding;  was  cor- 
rect? IC  the  bill  sanctioned  expressly  or  im|)liedly 
ihe  items  he  iiad  i-elerred  to,  lie  should  vote  against 
it;  if  not,  ho  should  in;ike  no  opposition. 
-Mr.  DOUGLAS.  The  bill  does  not  sanction 
the  claim;  it  merely  refers  the  settlement  of  the 
claim  to  the  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury. 
The  claim  arises  in  this  way:  William  B.  Sl.iugh- 
ter,  Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  re- 
ceived a  draft  for  Government  funds  to  the  amount 
of  §10,000.  The  Legislature  of  the  Territory  ap- 
pointed the  cashier  of  the  Mineral  Point  Banlf 
temporarily  its  fixed  asent.  This  draft  was  de- 
posited in  the  custody  of  that  fiscal  agent,  and  the 
money  checked  out  according  as  it  was  required. 
That  bank  failed,  and  there  was  a  loss  of  some- 
thing like  !p3,000,  speaking  in  round  numbers. 
The  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  has 
unanimously  passed  a  resolution  expressing  their 
opinion  that  the  money  was  deposited  properly,  in 
good  faith,  and  for  the  best  interests  of  the  treasu- 
ry, and  that  he  ought  to  have  a  credit  at  the  treas- 
ury for  that  amount  of  money.  That  is  the  prin- 
cipal item  in  the  bill.  All  that  the  hill  proposes 
is,  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  oflicers  of  the  treasury, 
with  authority  and  instructions  to  settle  the  ac- 
count according  to  the  principles  of  equity  and 
justice;  they  having  more  am[)le  opportunities  for 
collecting  information  upon  all  points  relating  to 
the  matter  than  this  body  can  possibly  have. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  said,  he  conceived  there  was 
one  matter  as  to  which  he  did  not  coincide  with 
his  friend  the  honorable  Senator  from  fllinois,  [Mr. 
Douglas.]  It  was  the  chief  question  in  this  case. 
It  was  as  to  the  resolution  of  the  Territorial  Legis- 
lature being  any  justification  or  even  excuse  for 
the  Secretary  of  the  Territory  putting  this  money 
in  this  bank.  Mr.  W.  conceived  he  was  bound 
to  disregard  the  resolutions  as  the  Territorial  Legis- 
lature had  no  right  to  direct  him. 

Mr.  DAYTON.  Do  I  understand  that  the  bill 
is  now  upon  its  third  reading.'  It  must,  I  appre- 
hend, reqttire  the  general  consent  of  the  Senate  in 
order  to  have  its  third  reading. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  replied, that  the 
proposition  had  been  made  that  the  bill  be  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  DAYTON.  Had  I  understood  that  to  be 
the  case  I  should  have  objected,  not  because  I  have 
any  specific  objection  to  this  bill  beyond  the  ob- 
jection which  applies  to  a  large  class  of  cases  stand- 
ing upon  our  calendar.  I  have  observed,  for  the 
last  three  or  four  years  in  this  body,  that  whenever 
a  claim  is  a  little  distrusted  in  committee,  or  in 
reference  to  which  the  committee  have  doubts  them- 
selves, and  cannot  act  upon  it  in  a  manner  satis- 
factory to  themselves,  they  report  a  resolution  in 
this  general  phraseology,  "  Pccsolved  that  the  claim 
be  settled  by  the  propei-  officers  of  the  department, 
according  to  the  principles  of  equity  and  justice." 
Thus  they  have  generally  recognized  the  exist- 
ence of  a  class  of  cases  of  this  descri|ition,  and 
applied  to  them  a  difl'erent  rule  from  that  which  is 
apjilied  in  other  cases.  Now,  if  this  bill  is  to  be 
put  on  its  final  passage,  I  think  I  shall  be  con- 
strained to  vote  against  it.  I  think  at  least  it  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  lie  over,  and  take  its  proper  place 
upon  the  calendar.  This  case  is  similar  to  a  large 
number  of  cases  which  have  been  reported  on;  and 
if  the  Senate  pass  it,  and  refer  the  matter  to  the  de- 
partment for  adjustment,  we  shall  have  the  same 
argimients  addressed  to  us  every  day.  I,  for  one, 
prefer  that  this  case  should  stand  as  all  other  cases 
do.  I  am  not  aware  of  anything  in  it  that  entitles 
it  to  special  precedence. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken 
in  supposing  that  the  committee  had  any  doubt  in 
Vegard  to  the  propriety  of  allowing  the  clnim. 
There  was  no  dilfercnce  of  opinion  whatever.  It 
wa.«  understood  that  this  individual  was  entitled  to 
the  amount,  and  the  proper  accounting  officer  was 
(lesirou.s  of  giving  him  the  credit.  He  had  no 
doubt  of  the  propriety  of  it,  hut  he  thought  that 
Congress  ousriit  to  give  him  the  authority  to  do 
what  was  sought  to  he  done  in  the  premises.  There 
was  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  as  to  the  propriety, 
l)ut  the  committee  did  not  report  that  lie  should 
he  allowed  the  anu)nnt.  They  had  merely  autho- 
rized the  officer  of  the  dejiartment  to  give  it  him, 
if  he  he  found  to  be  entitled  to  it.  This  is  not  one 
of  those  case.^  which  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  Jensey  has  referred  to.  There  was  no  doubt 
in  the  mind  of  the  committee,  and  no  doubt  in  the 


mind  of  the  proper  accounting  officer  of  the  trea- 
sury, as  to  the  [iropriety  or  justice  of  allowing  the 
amount.  The  only  doubt  was,  whether  that  offi- 
cer had  authority  to  do  justice  in  the  case  without 
the  sanction  of  Congress.  Now  if,  under  the.-^e 
circumstances,  it  be  thought  necessary  to  delay  a 
bill  of  this  kind,  I  will  offer  no  objection;  but  I 
certainly  suppose  the  bill  might  pass  the  Senate 
without  going  through  the  ordinary  form  of  being 
read  on  different  days. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  here  read  a  paragraph  from 
the  letter  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  BADGER.  If  I  understood  correctly  the 
points  of  the  case  as  given  by  the  Senator  fVom 
Florida,  it  seems  to  me  that,  without  some  further 
statement  cr  explanation,  there  is  very  serious  ob- 
jections to  the  passage  of  this  bill.  1  understand 
it  to  be  an  application,  on  the  part  of  a  disbursing 
officer  of  the  United  States,  to  be  allowed  a  credit 
in  his  account  with  the  treasury,  for  a  suin  of 
money  which  has  been  lost  in  consequence  of  be- 
ing deposited  by  him,  without  authority  of  law,  in 
a  banking  institution. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Pie  had  the  authority  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Very  well;  he  was  a  disburs- 
ing officer  of  the  United  States,  subject  to  the  lasvs 
of  Congress,  and  prohibited  by  a  law  of  Congress 
from  depositing  the  funds  of  the  United  States  in 
a  banking  institution.  He  was  himself  bound  to 
keep  them;  and  without  sanction  or  authority  from 
his  superiors  in  office — without  a  dispensation 
given  to  him  by  those  to  whom  he  was  respon- 
sible, and  who  on  higher  ground  represented  the 
interests  of  the  United  States — but  by  authority  of 
a  St*te  Legislature,  he  unlawfully  takes  these 
funds,  deposited  them  in  a  banking  institution,  and 
thej'  are  lost.  Now,  what  does  this  bill  propose 
to  do?  As  I  understand  it,  it  proposes  to  legalize 
this  transaction.  If  he  was  authorized  by  law  to 
make  the  deposite,  he  would  undoubtedly  be  irre- 
sponsible. If,  in  making  it,  he  followed  the  line  of 
his  duty,  he  would  have  a  right  to  demand,  as  a 
matter  of  justice  and  of  law,  tliat  credit  should  be 
allowed  to  him.  This  bill  directs  the  officer  of  the 
treasury  to  settle  his  account,  not  on  principles  of 
law — for  it  will  be  in  express  contravention  of  law; 
not  to  give  him  credit  for  losses  he  has  innocently 
sustained  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty — for  that  he 
has  a  right  to  demand  without  the  interposition  of 
Congress;  but  they  are  to  settle  his  account  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  equity  and  good  con- 
science; in  other  words,  it  is  a  direction,  on  the 
part  of  Congress,  to  the  accounting  officer  of  the 
treasury  to  disregard  in  this  case  the  obligations 
of  law,  and  apply  one  rule  in  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  in  this  case,  while  the  general  law  re- 
quii-es  another  rule  to  be  applied  in  all  circum- 
stances. I  must  confess,  sir,  that  with  every  dis- 
position in  the  world  to  relieve  a  man  who  has 
suffered  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  if  anything 
could  be  shown  by  which  it  would  appear  that  he 
was  under  a  reasonable  apprehension  that  he  was 
doing  his  duty  as  if  he  had  been  directed  by  his 
superior  officers,  I  .should  be  anxious  to  interpose 
and  relieve  him.  But  it  seems  to  me  it  would  be 
a  dangerous  precedent  for  Congress  to  declare, 
that  when  an  officer  of  the  Government,  having 
charge  of  the  funds  of  the  Government,  shall 
think  proper  to  make  a  deposite  contrary  to  law, 
they  will  relieve  him  from  the  consequences  of 
losses  thus  sustained.  It  would  be  a  direct  and 
open  invitation,  by  the  policy  adopted  here,  to  all 
officers  similarly  situated,  to  act  in  defiance  of  au- 
thority and  in  defiance  of  law,  trusting  to  a  rela.x- 
ation  of  its  provisions  in  their  behalf  Under  these 
circumstance.'!,  it  seems  to  me  that  the  honorable 
Senator  from  New. Jersey  is  correct  in  saying  that 
this  bill  ought  to  have  a  little  more  examination, 
and  I  move,  therefore,  that  its  further  considera- 
tion be  post|)oned  until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  to 
divide  the  district  of  Arkansas  into  two  judicial 
districts,  reported  it  without  amendment,  and  sub- 
mitted a  report  upon  the  subject;  which  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
motion,  submitted  by  Mr.  M.vngiim  on  the  .'JOth 
December  : 

"  Oiilcrnil,  That  the  Vice  I'rnsiileiit  l)C  authnri/.od  and  re- 
(|ue^tod  to  liave  two  movabk-  dusks  iiiovidcd  lor  the  reporter 


of  tlie  proceediiis:'  and  de:bates  of  the  Senate,  and  his 
a.-s.sistants,  upon  itie  floor  of  Ibe  t^ennte  Chniiiber,  to  be  used 
only  during  ilie  session  of  the  Senate,  and  to  accommodate 
two  persons." 

Mr.  SEVIER.  I  have  no  objection  to  this  reso- 
lution, if  the  honorable  Senator  will  consent  to  a 
modification  of  itj  so  as  to  refer  the  matter  to  a 
committee.  I  believe  there  has  been  a  controversy 
for  several  years  past  regarding  the  place  that 
should  be  occupied  by  the  reporters,  and  they  have 
at  different  times  occupied  seats  in  various  places, 
all  around  this  Chamber.  They  were  placed  where 
they  now  are  by  the  direction  of  a  committee, 
which  had  charge  of  the  matter  for  several  weeks; 
and  after  various  selections  had  been  made,  it  was 
determined  that  the  gallery,  where  they  now  are, 
was  the  proper  situation.  We  all  have  the  same 
object  in  view — that  is,  the  proper  position  of  our 
reporters;  but  I  think  the  Senate  will  find,  upon 
inquiry,  that  they  have  at  present  the  best  position 
they  can  have.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  honorable 
mover  will  consent  to  modify  the  resolution,  so  as 
to  refer  the  matter  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
course  proposed  by  the  Senator,  for  I  am  aware 
it  is  only  a  matter  of  experiment.  This  subject 
has  been  very  much  examined  heretofore,  and  va- 
rious parts  of  the  Chamber  have  been  assigned  to 
reporters,  and  those  places  afterwards  abandoned 
on  account  of  inconvenience  or  unsuitableness.  It 
may  be,  that  after  trying  the  seats  which  will 
now  be  provided,  they  may  not  be  found  to  an- 
swer. I  think,  however,  that  the  experiment  is 
worthy  of  being  made;  but  I  have  no  objection  to 
refer  the  matter  to  a  committee — say  a  committee 
of  three. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  I  move,  then,  so  to  amend  the 
resolution,  as  to  direct  that  a  committee  of  three 
be  appointed  by  the  Vice  President  to  examine 
and  report  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  said  he  was  in  favor  of  ex- 
tending the  privilege  asked  for;  but  there  was  one 
matter  to  which  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  v.'hom  the  resolution  may  be  referred, 
as  proper  to  be  provided  for.  Provision  should 
be  made  for  turning  the  reporters  out,  in  case  they 
did  not  behave  themselves,  without  Senators  be- 
ing, as  in  a  former  case,  abused  and  vilified  as 
being  guilty  of  assailing  and  outraging  the  liberty 
of  the  press. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  it  was    . 

Ordered,  That  the  motion  be  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee, consisting  of  three  members,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Vice  President. 

Mr.  MANGUM,Mr.  Sevier,  and  Mr.  Breese, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  administratrix  of 
Elisha  L.  Keen,  deceased,  was  read  the  .second 
time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Ordeicd,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph Wilson;  and  no  amendment  being  made,  it 
was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BADGER  called  for  the  reading  of  t\\e  re- 
port accompanying  the  bill,  and  it  was  read  by  the 
Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
timi?. 

The  bill  to  provide  clothing  for  volunteers  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  ;  and  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was 
reported  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  it  he  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  hill  pass,  and  that  the  title  thereof  be 
"An  act  to  providi'  clothing  for  volunteers  in  the  service  of 
the  United  Slates." 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretari'  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  House  of  R<'presenfatives  therein. 

TEN  REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  coiisideiation  of  the  bill  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  raise, 
for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  military  force. 

Mr.  CASS  ro.se  and  said: 

Mr.  President:  This  is  the  first  of  a  series  of 
bills,  which  the  Military  Commiltee  is  about  to 
present  to  the  Senate.  They  have  commenced 
with  the  most  important,  and  will  ask  the  consid- 
eration of  the  other-s,  in  succession,  till  they  have 
discharged  the  duty  intrusted  to  them. 

Ill  presenting  this  bill,  I  do  not  propose  to  touch 
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any  of  the  disputed  topics,  which  divide  the  two 
great  parties,  under  tlie  banner  of  one  or  the  other 
of  which  every  citizen  of  our  country  is  arrayed. 
I  shall  leave  these,  if  introduced  at  all,  to  be  intro- 
duced by  others.  I  had  hoped,  till  I  heard  the 
incidental  discussion  which  arose  a  day  or  two 
since  on  the  question  of  taK'ing^  up  this  bill,  that 
these  exciting;  subjects  would  be  postponed  for 
vSoiTie  future  opportunity,  and  that  the  propositions 
now  submitted  would  be  considered  upon  their 
military  merits,  takins;  it  for  granted,  that  the  pro- 
priety of  voting  the  additional  force  required  would 
not  be  controverted.  I  was  well  aware,  that  we 
could  not  escape  a  full  discussion  of  the  origin  of 
the  war,  its  progress,  its  objects,  and  the  whole 
course  of  the  Administration  connected  with  it. 
Nor  indeed  did  I  wish  to  avoid  it.  Flowever  se- 
vere may  be  the  attack,  I  trust  it  will  be  as  ear- 
nestly met,  and  easily  repelled,  for  I  consider  the 
ground  which  the  Administration  occupies  as  per- 
fectly impregnable.  I  am  apprehensive,  hov,;ever, 
from  the  )emarks  which  fell  from  some  of  the 
honorable  Senators  the  other  day,  that  the  whole 
field  of  controversy  is  to  be  gone  over,  and  that 
we  are  to  fight  this  bill,  necessary,  as  I  deem  its 
immediate  passage  to  the  public  interests,  inch  by 
inch,  till  all  the  great  party  questions  of  the  day 
are  debated  and  exhausted.  If  it  is  to  be  so,  I 
must  of  course  submit;  but  the  fault  shall  not  be 
mine,  nor  will  I  provoke  the  contest  by  introducing 
any  topics,  which  may  properly  lead  to  it. 

Tliere  is  one  point,  sir,  where  we  all  can  meet, 
and  that  is  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  our 
army.  This  is  one  of  the  high  places  to  which 
we  can  come  up  together,  and,  laying  aside  our 
party  dissensions,  mingle  our  congratulations  that 
our  country  has  had  such  sons  to  go  forth  to  bat- 
tle, and  that  they  have  gathered  such  a  harvest  of 
renown  in  distant  fields. 

The  time  has  been — and  there  are  tliose  upon 
this  floor  who  remember  it  well — when  our  nation- 
al flag  was  said  to  be  but  striped  bunting,  and  our 
armed  vessels  but  fir-built  frigates.  The  feats  of 
our  army  and  navy  during  our  last  war  with  Eng- 
land redeemed  us  from  this  reproach,  the  offspring 
of  foreign  jealousy,  and  had  they  not,  the  events  of 
the  present  war  would  have  changed  these  epithets 
into  terms  of  honor;  for  our  flag  has  become  a 
victorious  standard,  borne  by  marching  columns, 
over  the  hills  and  valleys,  and  through  the  cities, 
and  towns,  and  fields  of  a  powerful  nation,  in  a 
career  of  success,  of  which  few  examples  can  be 
found  in  ancient  or  modern  warfare. 

The  movement  of  our  army  from  Puebla  was 
one  of  the  most  romantic  and  remarkable  events 
which  ever  occurred  in  the  military  annals  of  our 
country. 

Our  troops  did  not  indeed  burn  their  fleet,  like 
the  first  conquerors  of  Mexico,  for  they  needed  not 
to  gather  courage  from  despair,  nor  to  stimulate 
their  resolution,  by  destroying  all  hopes  of  escape. 
But  they  voluntarily  cut  oflf  all  means  of  commu- 
nication with  their  own  country,  by  throwing 
themselves  among  the  armed  thousands  of  an- 
other, and  advancing  with  stout  hearts,  but  feeble 
numbers,  into  the  midst  of  ahostile  territory:  the 
uncertainty  of  which,  over  the  public  mind,  and 
the  anxiety  everywhere  felt,  when  our  gallant  lit- 
tie  army  disappeared  from  our  view,  will  not  be 
forgotten  daring  the  present  generation.  There 
was  universal  pause  of  expectation — stopping,  but 
still  fearing;  and  the  eyes  of  twenty  millions  of 
people  were  anxiously  fixed  upon  another  country 
which  a  little  band  of  its  armed  citizens  had  inva- 
ded. A  veil  concealed  them  from  our  view.  They 
were  lost  to  us  for  fifty  days,  for  that  period  elaps- 
ed, from  the  time  when  we  heard  of  their  depart- 
ure from  Puebla,  till  accounts  reached  us  of  the 
issue  of  the  movement.  The  shroud  which  envel- 
oped them  then  gave  way,  and  we  discovered  our 
glorious  flag,  waving  in  the  breezes  of  the  capital, 
and  the  city  itself  invested  by  our  armi?. 

And  similar  circumstances  marked  the  very 
comiriencement  of  the  war,  when  the  Mexicans 
first  surrounded  our  troops,  and  shut  them  out 
from  all  communication  with  their  country.  This 
unexpected  attack  struck  us  all  with  astonishment, 
and  we  feared,  as  well  we  might,  that  numbers 
would  overcome  discipline  aud  valor,  which,  how- 
ever they  might  prolong,  could  not  be  expected  to 
succeed  in  the  contest.  And  hopeless  indeed  might 
have  been  the  result,  had  not  the  honored  soldier, 
who  commanded  our  troops,  had  confidence  in 
lliem,  and  they  in  him — had  he  not  known  how 


to  lead  and  they  to  follov/.  And  well  and  bravely 
did  they  all  bear  themselves  in  the  critical  circum- 
stances which  surrounded  them;  and  our  doubts 
soon  gave  way  to  certainty,  and  gloomy  fore- 
bodings to  glorious  convictions.  And  the  campaign 
thus  commenced  was  vigorously  followed  up  on 
the  Rio  Grande,  and  \ictory  after  victory,  till  the 
crowning  triumph  at  Buena  Vista,  was  heralded  by 
every  breeze  and  became  familiar  to  our  ears  as 
household  words. 

During  the  whole  of  this  war  there  has  been  a 
series  of  successes,  which  has  been  uninterrupted 
by  a  single  serious  disaster.     I  hold  in  my  hand 


a  table,  prepared  at  the  Adjutant  General's  Office, 
from  the  best  materials  which  can  be  found  there, 
exhibiting  the  actions  fought  with  the  enemy,  and 
the  forces  engaged,  and  the  losses  sustained  by 
each  party.  As  we  have  oflicial  data,  the  true 
losses  on  our  side  are  stated;  but  those  on  the 
side  of  the  Mexicans  are  in  some  instances  entirely 
omitted,  and  in  others  conjecturally  estimated. 
This  table  shows  the  whole  truth  so  far  as  we  are 
concerned,  and  but  a  part  of  the  truth  so  far  as  the 
enemy  is  concerned.  Still,  even  under  these  cir- 
cumstances it  is  one  of  the  proudest  trophies  with 
which  any  army  ever  enriched  its  country. 


Jiffair  or  battle. 


Dotaclniient  iiii<!er  Capt. 
'riioriitoii,  2(1  dragoons, 
in  a  recoiinoissance  on 
tlio  Rio  Grande,  aliove 
Fort  Brown,  Texas 

Detach m en t  of  Captain 
Walker's  Texas  Ran- 
gers, near  Point  Isabel, 

Fort  Brown 

Palo  Alto 

Resaca  de  la  Palma 

Monterey 

SaiiPasqual,  [J.  Cal 

Biazito,  New  Mexico. ; . 

Los  Angelos,  Callibrnia, 

La  Canada,  New  Mex... 

Mora,  New  Mexico 

El  Enilmdo 

Puebla  de  Taos 

Buena  Visla 

Paeramento 

Vera  Cruz 

Cerro  Gordo 

Calaboso,Cal.,DeRussy, 

Contreras 

San  Antonio 

Chnrubusco 

On  Major  Lally's  inarch, 

Molino  del  Rev  

Cliapnitepec 

Attack  on  Puebla 

Hnarnantla 

Gen.  Lane,  Puebla 

Atlisco 


Total . 


Forces   en- 
gaged. 


"S^  '£. 

.-  i;  - 
fe  =  5 
Si'o 
^  I-  > 


April  25,1846 


April  28 

Mav  4  to  May  9  . . 

May  8 

May  9 

Sept.  21,22,23... 

Dec.  6 

Dec.  2.5, 1847 

Jan.  8,9 

Jan.  24 

Jan.  24 :... 

Jan. 29  

Feb.  4 

Feb.  22,23 

Feb.  28 

March  11  to  29... 

April  18 

July  12 


■  Aug.  19,  20  , 


Aug.  10  to  19 

Sept.  8 

Sept.  11.12,13.... 
Sept.  13  to  Oct.  12, 

Oct.  9 

Oct.  12 

Oct.  19 


30 

750 

2,.300 

1.700 

6;645 

110 

500 

50) 

350 

'.5u6 

300 
4,759 

900 
11,000 
8,500 

126 

8,497 

1,200 
3,2.51 

7,180 
l,40a 
1,780 
3,100 
1,500 


100 
4,000 
6,C00 
6,500 
10.000 

'160 
1,220 

600 
1,500 

"706 

800 

20,000 

4,0p0 

5,500 

12,000 

1,500 

^,000 

2,000 
14,000 
2.5,000 
8,000 
4,000 
4,000 
2,000 


Number  of  killed. 


9 
201 

178 
18 
14 


unknown 

unknown 

100 

200 

700 

unknown 

*200 

*80 

36 

20 

150 

*1 ,500 

*600 

*500 

'1,900 

200 

*4,000 

unknown. 

*3,000 

unknown. 

unknown. 

ICl 

219 


Niimher  of 
wounded. 


unknown. 

unknown. 
300 
400 

unknown. 


15;  unknown. 


14 
6 
3 
1 

46 
408 


805 


unknown. 


74 
581! 

673;  unknown. 

.53|  unknown. 

11  .-soo 

a  few. 

2  300 


1,360 


*ki!lcd  &  wounded 
'killed  Si  wounded 


*kiIlRd  &.  wounded 
'killed  &  wounded 
'killed  &  wounded, 
'killed  &  wounded, 


'killed  Si  wounded, 
'killed  Si  wounded. 


The  Adjutant  General  remarks,  that  he  cannot 
vouch  for  the  perfect  accuracy  of  the  above  state- 
ments, as  from  their  nature  they  must  often  be 
estimated.  He  adds,  that  the  above  fable,  although 
essentially  correct,  is  not  entirely  complete,  for  he 
thinks  there  are  yet  wanting  some  reports,  &c., 
of  affairs,  which  have  been  lost  or  intercepted, 
and  it  may  be,  that  the  above  statement  may  here- 
after need  amendment  or  correction. 

If  we  recorded  our  history  upon  stone,  as  was 
done  in  the  primitive  ages  ol^  the  world,  we  should 
engrave  this  series  of  glorious  deeds  upon  tables 
of  marble.  But  we  shall  do  better;  we  shall  en- 
grave it  upon  our  hearts,  and  we  shall  commit  it 
to  the  custody  of  the  press,  whose  monuments, 
frail  and  feeble  as  they  appear,  yet  from  their  won- 
derful power  of  multiplication,  are  more  enduring 
than  brass  or  marble,  than  statues  or  pyramids,  or 
the  proudest  monuments  erected  by  human  hands. 

Let  it  be  remembered,  sir,  that  these  battles 
were  fought  in  a  great  measure  by  new  and  un- 
disciplined troops,  hastily  collected  at  home,  and 
rapidly  marched  to  the  seat  of  warfare:  by  men 
who  had  abandoned  the  duties  and  comforts  of 
domestic  life,  and  who  made  war,  not  a  trade  as 
in  Europe,  but  a  temporary  employment,  in  order 
to  defend  the  interest  and  honor  of  their  country. 
And  even  the  small  regular  army,  which  existed 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  had  seen  little 
actual  service  in  the  field,  and  that  not  with  a  civil- 
ized foe,  but  in  murderous  conflicts  with  Indian 
tribes,  where  there  was  much  exposure  to  meet, 
and  little  glory  to  gain.  Many  of  the  oflicers  and 
.soldiers,  and  indeed  a  great  majority  of  them,  and 
some  of  the  commanders  too,  saw  the  first  gun 
fired  in  tlie  very  field  which  they  illustrated  by  their 
deeds  and  moistened  with  their  blood.  Honor, 
then,  to  the  highest  and  the  lowest,  to  the  greatest 
and  the  least.  Honor  to  the  living  and  the  dead, 
those  who  survive  to  enjoy  it,  and  to  the  memory 
of  those  who  sleep  in  a  soldier's  grave,  far  from 
the  land  they  loved  so  well. 


And,  happy  am  I  to  see  upon  this  floor,  at  this 
moment  particularly,  one  of  the  gallant  officers 
who  have  inscribed  their  names  high  upon  the 
military  roll  of  their  country;  and  there  are  others 
like  him,  in  this  city,  who  have  returned  from  the 
campaign  in  which  they  distinguished  themselves, 
bearing  upon  their  persons  ineffaceable  marks  of 
courage  and  patriotism.  A  kind  Providence  has  per- 
mitted them  to  come  back,  and  the  plaudit  of  grate- 
ful millions.  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servants,  is 
the  proud  welcome  which  greets  them. 

Let  modern  philanthropists  talk  as  they  please, 
the  instincts  of  nature  are  truer  than  the  doctrines 
they  preach.  Military  renown  is  one  of  the  great 
elements  of  national  strength,  as  it  is  one  of  the 
proudest  sources  of  gratification  to  every  man  who 
loves  his  country,  and  desires  to  see  her  occupy  a 
distinguished  position  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth. 

I  should  have  been  proud  to  have  been  in  Eu- 
rope during  our  military  operations  in  Mexico — 
proud  to  witness  the  eftectof  the  skill  and  prowess 
of  our  army  upon  the  statesmen  and  politicians 
and  communities  of  the  Old  World.  During  the 
cour.se  of  these  events,  there  was  no  war  there  to 
attract  the  general  attention,  and  to  excite,  by  its 
uncertainties  and  vicissitudes,  the  solicitude  of  the 
Governnient.  Our  war  was  the  event  of  the  day, 
and  many  a  steadfiist  gaze  was  cast  across  the 
Atlantic  to  watch  the  prospects  and  progress  of 
the  pattern  Republic,  as  we  are  invidiously  term- 
ed, in  the  new  career  into  which  we  had  entered. 
As  we  all  know,  our  institutions  have  friends  and 
foes  in  the  other  hemisphere.  To  both  they  are  a 
lisht  shining  across  the  ocean,  but  inviting  some 
and  warning  others,  as  the  impressions  our  experi- 
ment has  produced  have  been  favorable  or  unfa- 
vorable. 

The  anti-republican  croakers  of  the  Old  World, 
at  the  commencement  of  our  Government,  predict- 
ed, that  it  could  not  long  resist  the  shocks  of  peace 
or  war.     When  they  found  it  could  do  both,  an 
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do  it  successfully,  they  then  denied  our  power  to 
carry  on  a  \v;ir  without  our  own  boundaries,  siiould 
circumstances  require  such  an  exertion  of  national 
strength.  This  was  our  first  great  trial;  for  in  the 
invasion  of  Canada,  during  the  last  war,  the  oper- 
ations were  so  near,  that  they  did  not  test  our 
strcngtii  for  di^ant  warfare.  The  trial  has  been 
made,  and  has  succeedod.  No  one  will  liereafter 
call  in  question  our  capacity  to  assert  our  rights, 
wherever  these  may  require  our  interference.  If 
the  great  cxpcrimoit  had  failed,  it  would  have 
taken  ages  to  recover  from  the  misfortune.  But 
now,  wherever  the  American  Hag  is  borne,  or  the 
name  of  American  known,  and  that  wherever  is 
everywhere,  the  glorious  feats  of  this  war  have 
proclaimed  our  power,  and  have  ainiounced  that 
we  have  taken  our  position  side  by  side  with  the 
mightiest  nations  of  the  world.  Hereafter,  in  the 
wildest  dreamsof  ambition',  there  will  be  no  dream 
of  conquering  us;  nor  will  any  hostile  foot  pol- 
lute our  shore  but  to  escape  from  it,  if  it  can,  as 
best  it  may. 

The  present  bill  provides  for  raising  ten  addi- 
tional regiments  of  infantry  to  serve  during  the 
war.  The  average  number  of  each  regiment  in 
the  field  is  rather  less  than  three-fourths  of  the 
legal  establisinnenl;  so  that  this  measure,  if  adopt- 
ed, will  add  about  seven  thousand  five  hundred 
men  to  the  army.  The  organization  is  precisely 
liiat  provided  in  the  act  which  passed  at  the  last 
sessiim  of  Congress  for  raising  an  additional  force; 
and  as  the  details  v/ere  then  fully  considered,  and 
ar£  well  known  to  the  Senate,  I  need  not  recapitu- 
late them  here. 

The  reasons  which  render  this  increase  of  force 
necessary,  are  so  clearly  and  forcibly  stated  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  d  need  do 
little  more  than  request  that  that  portion  of  the 
document  may  be  read. 

The  following  extract  from  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  was  then  read  by  the  Secretary  : 

"  Our  career  ot'success,  so  diastroiis  to  Mexico  ;  our  con- 
quest of  so  many  of  her  t^tatus  and  territories;  the  suhjuga- 
tion  and  occupation  of  lier  capital ;  the.  defeat  and  disper- 
sion of  lier  armies  ;  tlie  capture  of  mosi  of  her  nuitcriel 
of  war,  and  tlie  annihilation  of  lier  former  ( omnierce, 
have  not  yet  hrouglit  pejee,  or  the  offer  of  >ueli  terms  as 
could  he  accepted  hy  the  United  States  wnliout  luuional 
degradation.  Tile  war  still  continues  ;  and  it  is  proper  to 
present  some  suaizestions  in  regard  to  its  further  prosecu- 
tion. In  making  tliese  su;;f;'';-lions,  I  pa:^s,  witiiout  remark, 
the  pro|)Nsili()n  mat  ue  >liould  abandon  all  our  arquisiiinns, 
and  wiihilravv  our  troops  from  Hie  enemy's  country.  .Such 
apropo^iuon  could  only  he  sciiously  entertained  il' we  were 
in  reality  the  vanquished  parly,  and  were  convinced  of  our 
inahility  to  prolong  the  contest  with  reasonable  hopes  of 
success. 

"  Our  further  operations  must,  in  my  opinion,  be  con- 
dui-li'd  in  one  of  the  three  followini;  modes  : /ir»(,  to  take 
and  hold  an  indemnity  line,  to  ri  ceiie  from  all  places  and 
positions  now  occupied  in  advance  of  it,  and  cease  from  all 
ag'.'ressive  operations  beyond  that  line;  second,  to  overrun 
the  whole  Ciiuntry,  and  hold  all  the  principal  places  in  it  by 
permaneni  garrisoii»  ;  «nd,  third,  to  leiaiii  wliat  we  now  pos- 
sess, open  the  lines  of  eonimunieali(Ui  into  tin:  interior,  and 
extend  our  operations  to  other  important  places,  as  our 
means  and  the  prospect  of  advantai;(  s  shall  imlicale — keep- 
ing a  di.-posable  force  always  ready,  within  approachable 
limits^  to  annoy  the  enemy,  to  si  izi!  .-upplns,  enforce  con- 
tiibutions,  and  frustrate  his  efforts  lo  collect  means  and  as- 
seinhli!  troops  foi-  tiie  purpo-e  of  protracting  the  war. 

"  A  full  discus.-inn  of  the  cooipurativi'  merits  of  tliese 
modes  of  conducting  our  military  operations  v.ould  e.\tend 
this  conimunicati(m  to  an  unwarrantable  length;  I  shall, 
therefore,  confine  my  remarks  to  a  ia'w  prominent  consid- 
erations relative  to  each. 

"  With  reference  to  a  speedy  peace,  with  proper  indemni- 
ty and  security — the  only  object  of  the  war— the  line  policy 
is  regarded  as  objectionable.  If  our  pioent  po.-iti(ui  can- 
not i^omniaiid  aieeptahlc  terms  of  |)ieilication  from  Mexico, 
retiring  to  an  indi'iimily  line  u  onld  ceriainly  fail  to  produce 
such  a  result;  it  wouhi  weaken  the  induiijrn  iilsof  the  ene- 
my to  put  an  end  to  hostihtie.s.  Restored,  by  (jur  voluntary 
burrcnilir,  to  the  possession  of  hiscapilal  and  iinpnriant  de- 
partiiienW,  am!  relieved  from  the  pressure  of  our  arms,  and 
from  all  appreliensi(uis"of  further  con(|uest  and  annoj  aiice, 
heyotul  the  limits  we  misjht  select,  he  winilil  b  ■  hit  wiih 
more  ubuudant  resources  than  he  now  piis>t>s;s  to  prepare, 
at  lei.'uri:  and  in  security,  to  strike  an  eflective  blow  with 
concentrated  forces  at  our  detached  posts.  To  hold- these 
posts  .>.iifely,  lo  rel.iin  possession  of  tli«  seapurls  we  now 
havi',  (if  that  jhould  fall  within  the  pciliey.)  ami  tr)  prevent 
incursionM  into  the  territorie..  wliieh  we  mii'lil  ehdose  to  ap- 
propriate to  ourselves,  would,  in  myopininn,  ncpiire  a  IWrce 
lis  larg«  as  would  sullice  to  niaiiitain  what  we  now  occupy, 
and  lo  carry  our  opetationsslill  further  in  the  interior  of  the 
enemy's  couiiiry,  and  ni.ike  him  feel  the  calainilies  of  war 
in  a  way  hi-st  calculated  to  induce  him  lo  seek  for  p.aci'. 
Itiitif  in  this  I  am  ini.Maken,  and  the  line  policy  bIiouIiI  en- 
able lis  to  reduce  the  number  of  our  Iroopj, "still,  it  will 
not,  as  r  conceive,  thereby  cflect  a  rcdui.-tioii  of  our  actual 
expenditures  for  the  war. 

"  In  consei|uenee  of  the  interrnplion  of  intercourse  be- 
tween the  seaports  in  our  posses.-ion  and  the  central  parts 
of  Mexico,  the  cnllnclion.t  on  imports)  have  hlllierto  been 
ineouHulerablc.  If  tin:  line  policy  is  adopted,  llii-i  intercourse 
will  cpniiiiiie  to  be  interrupted,  nod.  consequently,  the  re- 
ceijits  (rfrevenut  from  this  source  will  be  small. 


"  Under  the  operation  of  the  line  policy,  all  expectations 
of  lessening  the  burden  of  sustaining  our  troops,  by  deriving 
suppli.-s  ,;i:d  contributions  from  the  enemy,  wouhi  be  disap- 
pointed, 'i'he  supplies  in  ilie  vicinity  of  our  posts  would  be 
witliiliawn  from  our  reach,  as  soon  as  our  design  to  seixe 
and  appropriate  them  vvas-ascertained  or  suspected,  lint, 
Were  il  otherwise,  as  our  posts  would  be  remote  fnuu  the 
Wealth  and  resources  of  the  country,  the  amount  which  could 
be  olitain>'d  would  be  inconsideraide. 

"  So  far  from  deriving  advantage  from  the  line  jiolicy,  by 
way  of  ulitainnig  assistance  from  the  resources  ofthe  <^nemy, 
towatds  tiie  suiport  of  our  troops,  we  should,  I  apprehend, 
confer  upmi  a  portion  of  the  people  of  Mexico  a  direct  ben- 
elii,  by  op 'uing  to  them  at  our  posts  a  market,  in  which  we 
should  become  the  purchasers  of  their  products  at  an  exor- 
bitant price.  Tllc^e  considcralioiis,  without  bringing  into 
view  otlitis,  have  led  me  to  look  to  one  of  the  (Hher  modes 
of  operation  I  have  mentioned,  as  preferable  to  ihat  oi  oe- 
eupji  ing  an  indemnily  line. 

'•  In  1  ejard  to  th  •  second  ntode  suggested  —that  of  occu- 
pying the  whole  couiilry — the  wide  extent  of  lerritiu'y  em- 
braced in  the  Mexican  liepuldic,  the  mauy  iiuporiant  points 
to  be  garrisoned,  and  the  long  lines  of  communiealion  to  be 
kept  open,  present  dillieuities  of  no  ordinary  magnitude,  if 
our  occui-aiicy  is  to  be  of  such  a  cliaracter  as  to  supersede 
the  :*lcxican  authorit;.  ,aiid  re(|uire  the  temporary  e^-tablisli- 
luent  of  civil  goveriinu  lit.  In  carrying  this  plan  into  effect, 
it  would  not.  be  rca>onable  to  rely  upon  ilu'  favorable  di.>- 
liosiiion,  or  even  neiilrality,  of  any  considinalde  part  of  the 
Mexican  iieople,  until. some  asjiiranre  of  the  stability  of  our 
power  wa- derived  Iroiii  its  continuance.  Our  posts  must 
tiierv:fore  be  strong,  and  our  Ibices  numerous,  in  order  to  .-e- 
ciirc  the  many  and  huig  lines  of  ccminiunieation,to  disperse 
andchastise  the  guerrilla  bands  which  woiildob-fiuet  them, 
and  t:)  suppress  the  iiiiu-e  powerful  aspirings  of  the  peojiie 
wiieiever  they  may  be  att.'inpti-d.  I  cannot  safely  estimate 
tiie  furce  reijui-ite  to  cairy  into  full  cflVct  tliis  plan,  at  less 
than  seveniy  thousand  men.  To  insure  the  presence  of  tl.at 
number  ill  the  enemy's  counlry,  and  at  places  where  they 
would  be  wanted,  it  would  be  necessary  to  raise  a  much 
larger  furee.  Ti.e  great  expense  of  raising,  organizing,  and 
sending  to  their  remote  dislinaiion  so  large  a  body  of  troops 
as  soon  as  nteded  to  give  cfleet  to  this  plan,  would,  f  appre- 
hend, bring  a  very  heavy,  and  perhaps  embarrassing,  de- 
mand np(Jii  the  treasury. 

"  Tlie  tiiird  mode  presented  is,  in  my  judgment,  prefer- 
able to  the  others.  Beyond  certain  limits,  it  admits  of  e.Y- 
paiisioii  and  contraction  ;  but,  as  a  fixed  condition,  all  now 
held  is  to  lie  retained,  and  no  part  surrendered,  but  in  com- 
pliance v.ith  treaty  stipulations.  This  plan  also  contimi- 
plates  fuitlier  acquisitions  extending  to  ntlicr  iii:[i(nt.uit 
points,  more  or  less  numerous,  as  circumstanecs  may  v,  ar- 
rant. 

"  Notwithstanding  our  victories  have  fallen  with  crushing 
weight  ujun  the  assembled  armies  oi  Mexico,  most  of  tiiose 
who  hold  in  their  hands  the  decision  of  the  question  of 
peace,  have  stood  beyond  tlie  range  of  the  physical  evils  in- 
fiicted  by  the  war.  l!y  extending  the  theatre  of  it,  and 
changing  the  mode  of  coiiduetiug  it,  they  can  be  made  lo 
fei  lits  pressure.  In  eoiisequeiice  of  our  liberal  and  humane 
policy,  we  have,  as  yet,  scarcely  touched  tlie  sub.-tance  of 
the  wealtiiy  and  influential  cla.-ses  in  Mexico.  As  the  Mex- 
ican army  has  long  been  to  them  the  instiumeiit  <d'  opjires- 
sioii  ill  the  hands  of  their  successive-  rulers,  its  destruction 
has  not  desjily  enlisted  their  sympathies,  or  alarmed' their 
lears.  Our  army  has  aC'orded  thi  m  better  protection  than 
their  own  ;  and  thus,  hy  our  presence  and  our  tbrbcarance, 
they  have,  within  certain  limits,  hitlierto  escaped  exactions 
from  either.  Hut  our  successes  have  now  opened  the  way 
to  act  upon  and  influence  those  vvlio  probably  can,  if  they 
will,  put  an  end  to  hostilities.  By  making  tliein  sutler  the 
usual  calainilies  of  war,  they  niu.-t  be  made  to  desire  peace. 

"  In  addition  to  the  troops  required  to  garrison  places  to 
be  retained,  it  is  proposed  to  have  in  the  field  a  competent 
force  for  aggressive  operations ;  to  strike  the  enemy  when- 
ever he  may  present  a  vulnerable  point;  to  opiui  avenues 
from  tlie  ports  in  our  possession  into  the  enemy's  country; 
and  lo  cover  and  lo  subject  to  our  control  some  of  his  rich 
mining  di^lricts  and  produetive  agricultural  regions.  It  is 
not  deemed  proper  to  point  out  in  more  detail  the  move- 
ments and  objects  contemplated  in  the  further  prosccuiion 
of  the  war  upon  this  plan." 

Assuming  that  this  plan  of  operations  recom- 
mended by  the  Secretary  of  War  is  the  true  one, 
(and,  for  myself,  I  have  no  doubt  upon  that  sub- 
ject,) we  have  then  Tour  great  objects  lo  be  kept  in 
view  in  estimating  the  force  to  be  provided  for  the 
future  conduct  of  the  war  : 

1.  The  continued  occupation  of  the  important 
position  we  now  hold. 

2.  'I'hc  taking  possession  of  such  other  com- 
manding points  as  exjierience  may  show  lo  be 
proper,  and  as  the  ciicunistances  ol'  the  war  may 
require. 

3.  The  prescrviUion  of  the  ncccs.siary  commu- 
nication between  <iur  positions,  as  well  from  the 
sea-coast  to  the  capital,  as  in  other  portions  of  the 
country  which  may  be  brought  into  subjection 
to  us. 

4.  A  strong  force,  independent  of  what  is  ijeces- 
sary  for  these  purposes,  which  shall  always  be 
kept  upon  the  alert,  and  ready  lo  move  whenever 
there  may  lie  any  appcai"uire  of  an  outbreak  on 
the  part  of  the  Mexican  ]i(;oplc. 

The  organization  and  maintenance  of  a  large 
force  ni.'iy  be  the  means  of  rendering  its  em[iloy- 
mcnt  unnecessary.  It  is  much  belter  to  render 
opposition  hopeless,  hy  ihc  display  of  strength, 
tliiui  to  excite  it  into  action,  by  the  exhibition  of 
weakness,  and  then  lo  be  compelled  to  resort  to 
desperate  struggles  to  remedy  evils  which  ordinaiy 


prudence   would   have  prevented.     It  is  true  hu- 
manity also,  and  we  owe   it  to  ourselves,  to  our 
army  who  have  done  and  suifered  so  much,  to  the 
enemy,  and  to   the  world.     Remember,  sir,  that 
our  troops  are  three  thousand  miles  from  home,  in 
the   midst  of  a  hostile   population  of  eight  or  ten 
millions,  and  that,  by  great  exertions  and  unparal- 
leled bravery,  they  have  succeeded  in  a  partial  sub- 
jugation of  the  couiUry.     But  we   have  no  right 
!  again  to  expose  them  lo  such   fierils.     There  is  a 
j  vast  superiority  of  physical  force  opposed  to  them 
I  All  experience   shows,  that  in   this   condition   an 
j  invaded    people  will  suddenly  break  out  into  in- 
1  surrections,  and  sometimes  disjilay  an  enei'gy  and 
courage,  wliich  they  failed  to  exhibit  upon  the  bat- 
tle-field.    Who  would  weigh  with  a  critical   bal- 
ance the  amount  of  opposition  we  have  to  appre- 
hend, and  the  strength  necessary  to  overcome  it, 
and  then  coolly  provide  this  calculated  force,  and 
leave  events  to  take  care  of  themselves.''    Wliat 
kind  of  political  arithmetic  would  that  be,  -which 
would  say,  if  so  many  troops  have  done  so  much, 
how  many  will  it  require  to  do  so  much  more?     I 
trust  that  ihe  sup)ilies  we  may  vote  will  be  given 
\  upon   a  far   better    principle  :    upon   a    principle, 
j  which  shall  look,  indeed,  to  results,  but  which 
shall   make  the  most  liberal  arrangements  for  at- 
taining them. 
j      The  proceedings  of  this  Government  are  as  well 
known  in  iVIexico  as  here.     They  do  nol  indeed 
travel  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind,  but  thej'  travel 
with  the  power  of  the  press, and  are  spread  through 
the  civilized  world.     Vigorous  and  prompt  action 
will  produce  the  happiest  elTect-  upon  the  state  of 
things  in  IMexico.     Nothing  would  conduce  more 
to  impress   upon  the  people  of  that  country  the 
necessity  of  a  peace  than  a  unanimous  determina- 
tion in  Congress  to  put  forth  all  the  strength  of 
the  nation  till  it  is  obtained. 

I  have  caused  the  following  abstract  to  be  pre- 
I  pared  from  the  report  of  the  Adjutant  General, 
!  exhibiting  the  entire  strength  of  our  present  army, 
j  including  regulars  and  volunteers  : 

!  Volunteers— Actual  force,  about 2'1,00O 

j  To  complete  the  organization  will  require 19,.50O 

I  Twenty-five  regiments  of  regulars — full  legal 


complement,  exclusive  of  olficcrs 

Actual  strength 

'J'o  complete  the  organization  W'ili  require 
During  the  last  year,  there  were  recruited— 

For  the  old  army 

For  the  new  army 

Forces  in  the  field  under  General  Scott — 

Reuuiars 

Volunteers 


.  28,814  _ 

'.    7,281 

11,018 
.  11,162 

,  17,101 
15,055 


21,533 


Aggregate 3-3,1.5632,155 


Dediictthegartisonsof  Tampico  and  Vera  Cruz 

Makes,  for  all  the  oper.atious  between  Vera  Cruz 

and   Mexico,   including   garrisons,  together 

with  the  sick  and  disabled 

The  returns  in  the  Adjutant  General's  Office  do 
not  show  the  actual  distrihution  of  this  force. 
Under  General  Taylor,  but  temporarily  com- 
inauded  by  General  Wool — 

Ret'idais 

Volunteers 

Aggregate 


1,947 


30,209 


3,9.37 

2,780 
C,7-i7   6,727 


Under  General  Price,  in  New  Mexico- 

Hegulars 

Volunteers 


2,55 
2,902 


Aggregate 3,157  3,157 

On  the  Oregon  route,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Pow(  II.  Fort  Kearny — 

\-nliinteers 477 

In  California,  under  Coloiud  Mason— 

Kegulars 213 

Volunteers 803 

Aggregate 1,019   1,019 

Total  land  force  employed  in  the  prosecution 
of  tlie  war: 

J!,:;;,ilars 91 ,509 

VoTiinteers 22,027 

Aggregate 'l3..5:iS 

It  will  be  seen  that  wc  have  in  Mexico,  under 
General  Scott,  besides  the  garrisons  of  Tampico 
and  Vera  Cruz,  about  J29,ObO  men,  rank  and  file, 
excluding  officers;  and  in  the  command  <if  General 
Taylor,  an  aggregate  of  6,727  men,  officers  inclu- 
ded. 

From  the  statements  of  the  Adjutant  General,  it 
appears  that  the  actual  force  kept  up  is  less,  by 
(Mie-fourth  than  the  legal  force  authorized  by  law. 
The  continually  renewing  casualties  of  war,  and. 
other  circumsiances,  occasion  this  dilfcrence.  And 
it  is  not  probable  that  the  existing  legal  establish- 
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ment  could  by  any  eftbrt,  be  made  to  keep  in  the 
field  a  greater  numerical  strength  than  is  now  there. 
So  that,  if  the  force  of  the  army  is  to  be  materially 
augmented,  this  must  be  done  by  the  creation  of 
new  corps,  and  by  multiplying  the  arrangements 
for  procuring  recruits  and  volunteers.  I  have 
omitted  in  this  enumeration,  some  bodies  of  volun- 
teers which  have  been  called  out  but  have  not  yet 
joined  the  army.  They  cannot,  if  full,  which  it  is 
not  probable  they  will  l)e,  exceed  2,200  men,  and 
do  not  change  the  question  before  us:  if,  indeed, 
they  do  more  than  Iceep  up  for  a  time  the  present 
number  of  volunteers  in  the  field. 

I  know  nothing  more  of  the  proposed  plan  of  the 
campaign,  than  is  disclosed  in  that  part  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  has  just  been 
read  to  the  Senate.  I  do  not  therefore  presume  to 
speak  authoritatively  upon  the  subject,  and  indeed 
it  may  well  be  that  no  fixed  system  of  operations 
has  been  or  will  be  pi-escribed  by  the  Executive; 
but  that  after  expressing  its  general  views,  the 
conduct  of  the  war  will  be  left  to  the  discretion  of 
the  commander.  But  it  is  easy  to  see,  that  if  the 
obstinate  injustice  of  the  Mexicans  drives  us  to 
greater  exertions,  and  to  a  more  enlarged  sphere 
of  operations,  there  are  a  number  of  positions, 
w]iich,irom  their  importance,  military  or  political, 
we  must  seize  and  hold.  These  can  only  be  indi- 
cated by  an  exact  knowledge  of  the  country,  and 
particularly  of  its  great  lines  of  communication, 
which  must  be  commanded  and  guarded. 

And  the  mining  countries  would  claim  their 
share  of  attention,  in  the  efforts  we  may  be  called 
on  to  make.  The  rich  districts  of  Zacatecas  and 
San  Louis  yet  contribute  their  su|jplies  to  the  re- 
duced treasury  of  the  enemy.  I  have  seen  within  a 
few  days  a  letter  from  one  of  the  most  gallant  and 
distinguished  generals  in  Mexico,  which  estimates 
the  revenue  now  derived  from  the  mines  at  an 
amount  so  much  higher  than  I  was  prepared  to 
expect,  that  I  am  unwilling  to  state  it  here,  as  I 
am  not  at  liberty  to  name  my  authority.  But  if 
this  infoimation  is  correct,  or  near  it,  the  product 
is  a  most  important  portion  of  the  national  resour- 
ces, which  should  be  diverted  from  the  Mexican 
treasury  to  ours.  And  he  also  gives  it  as  his  de- 
cided opinion,  that  by  proper  arrangement  and 
directions,  the  produce  of  the  taxes  of  the  country 
may  be  made  to  bear  the  expenses  of  holding  it 
in  our  po.ssession.  If  so,  and  the  same  infatuation 
continues  to  prevail  in  the  Mexican  councils,  we 
can  hold  on,  as  indeed  we  must  hold  on,  and  let 
the  enemy  pay  the  cost  of  a  state  of  things  whose 
existence  is  owing  to  themselves.  Without  the 
extinction  of  their  independence,  and  the  annexa- 
tion of  such  a  vast  population  to  our  country, 
with  few  sympathies  to  unite  them  to  us,  we  can 
continue  to  govern  them,  and  govern  them  with 
energy  and  justice,  such  as  are  new  in  their  his- 
tory, till  the  lessons  of  adversity  shall  have  taught 
them  to  do  us  right,  and  till  the  experience  of  our 
sway  and  its  operation  around  them,  shall  have 
brought  them  to  a  better  state  of  feeling.  We  can 
then  treat  with  efficient  rulers,  and  after  securing 
the  just  objects  of  the  war,  we  can  retire,  leaving 
the  iVIexican  people  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  inde- 
pendence, with  a  salutary  conviction  that.it  is  bet- 
ter to  provoke  our  friendship  by  justice,  than  to 
provoke  our  enmity  by  insulis  and  aggressions. 

The  returns  show  that  we  have  less  than  20,000 
men,  rank  and  file,  which  exclude  officers,  in  the 
midst  of  a  hostile  population,  of  eight  or  ten  mil- 
lions, differing  from  us  in  race,  in  language,  in  re- 
ligion, in  institutions,  in  prejudices,  and  indeed  in 
all  the  characteristics,  which  constitute  national 
identities,  and  separate  the  great  families  of  man- 
kind from  one  another.  This  is  exclusive  of  our 
force  u[ion  the  Rio  Grande,  amounting  to  about 
G,000  rank  and  file,  and  which  is  hardly  large 
enough  to  hold  that  region  in  peaceable  possession, 
and  to  guard  against  the  irruption  of  the  Mexican 
troops.  And  it  may  be  that  this  force  will  need 
augmentation  with  a  view  to  onward  operations, 
either  directly  upon  San  Louis,  or  by  the  more  cir- 
cuitous but  less  difficult  route  of  Zacatecas  to  the 
central  countries  of  Northern  Mexico. 

He  who  believes  that  this  principal  force  of 
28,000  men,  and  this  auxiliary  force  of  6,000,  in- 
cluding the  sick  invalicLs  and  disabled,  are  amply 
sufficient  to  hold  in  subjection  the  people  already 
reduced  to  obedience,  to  carry  the  war  further  the 
longer  it  is  protracted,  and  to  meet  its  casualties, 
whether  these  are  found  in  the  battle-field,  in  the 
climate,   or  in   popular   tumults,  may   well  vote 


against  this  bill,  and  refuse  the  augmentation  it 
provides.  But  those  who,  like  me,  believe  that 
this  Government,  founded  by  all  for  the  good  of 
all,  is  bound  by  the  most  sacred  obligations  not  to 
expose  its  citizens  to  unnecessary  peril,  nor  to  push 
their  exertions  to  the  very  limit  of  human  endu- 
rance, but  to  make  the  most  liberal  arrangements 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  and  to  hold  the  treas- 
ure of  the  nation  light  as  dust  when  weighed  in 
tlie  balance  with  the  life-blood  of  its  sons,  will 
cheerfully  vote  for  this  proposition,  and  hail  its 
passage  not  only  as  a  necessary  measure  of  policy, 
but  as  a  tribute  to  gallantry  and  patriotism. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  As  we  have  heard  the 
remarks  of  the  honorable  Senator,  I  will  now, 
with  his  permission,  move  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  this  bill,  until  alter-  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  shall  have  an  opportunity 
(to-morrow)  of  addressing  the  Senate  upon  the 
resolutions  introduced  by  him. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  post- 
ponement of  the  bill,  provided  it  is  understood 
that  after  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina has  opened  the  subject,  and  made  the  remarks 
which  lie  desires  to  make,  that  he  will  then  give 
way  to  this  bill.  It  is  only  upon  the  condition 
that  he  gives  way  to  this  measure,  that  1  will  con- 
sent to  the  postponement. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  Believing  that  I  probably 
might  not  have  the  opportunity  to' speak  to-mor- 
row, I  had  a  conversation  with  the  Senator  from 
Michigan,  and  expressed  to  him  my  desire  of  ad- 
dressing the  Senate.  If  1  have  that  opportunity. 
It  is  all  I  ask. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  move  a  postponement 
of  the  further  consideration  of  this  measure  until 
the  day  after  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  ask  the  honorable  Senator  if  it 
is  distinctly  understood  that  this  bill  shall  not  be 
postponed  beyond  that  day. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  i  can  only  answer  for 
myself,  that  I  distinctly  understand  that  the  con- 
sideration of  this  measure  shall  be  proceeded  with 
on  that  day,  if  sucli  should  be  the  pleasure  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  cannot  agree  to  the  postpone- 
ment at  the  risk  of  having  the  bill  overlaid  by  a 
long  discussion.  1  am  extremely  desirous  that  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Soutli  Carolina  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  stating  his  views  to  the 
Senate,  but  further  than  that,  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, i  cannot  consent  to  go;  and  if  it  become 
necessary,  I  shall  require  a  vote  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  It  depends,  I  suppose, 
very  little  upon  my  vote,  or  upon  the  vote  of  this 
side  of  the  Senate,  as  to  whether  they  will  pro- 
ceed with  this  measure  in  preference  to  any  other. 
That  matter  will  undoubtedly  be  governed  by  those 
who  vote  with  the  honorable  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan, the  Senator  must  be  well  aware. 

Mr.  CASS.  If  the  Senator  will  pardon  me,  I 
expressly  said  that  I  speak  only  lor  myself. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  say  it  depends  very 
little  on  myself,  or  upon  the  votes  on  this  side  of 
the  Chamber,  as  to  what  business  shall  be  proceed- 
ed with.  I  moved  to  postpone  this  bill  until  the 
day  after  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CASS.  1  have  only  one  word  more  to  say: 
as  to  whether  it  shall  be  postponed,  the  Senate 
must  decide. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  understood  the  other  day  that 
the  precise  motion  now  made  would  be  made  in 
some  form  by  some  Senator,  for  the  purpose  simply 
of  accommodating  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina; in  other  words,  that  the  honorable  Senator 
would  claim  at  the  hands  of  his  friends,  as  a  token 
of  personal  respect  for  him,  the  opportunity  to 
address  the  Senate  upon  the  resolutions  which  he 
has  introduced.  Ever  since  I  heard  that  intima- 
tion, 1  have  been  exceedingly  anxious  to  gratify 
the  feelings  of  that  distinguished  gentleman.  But 
it  is  evidently  necessary  that  there  should  be  a 
distinct  understanding,  as  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Michigan  says,  lest  while  consenting — anx- 
ious as  some  are  to  gratify  his  feelings — to  the 
postponement  of  this  measure,  we  shall  be  con- 
strained to  permit  this  bill  to  be  interrupted  in  its 
progress;  and  if,  in  giving  way  to  the  honorable  and 
distinguished  Senator  at  this  time,  it  will  have  the 
effect  of  creating  any  considerable  delay  in  the 
passage  of  a  measure  so  vitally  important  to  the 
public  interests,  I  shall  reluctantly  be  obliged  to 
vote  against  the  postponement,  much  as  I  desire  to 
accommodate  the  honorable  Senator,  unless  there 


be  a  distinct  and  formal  understanding  that  this  bill 
shall  be  proceeded  with  immediately  after  he  has 
delivered  his  views  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  Will  it  be  in  order  to  move 
that  the  Senate  go  into  Executive  session  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  A  motion  is 
pending  to  postpone  this  bill  until  the  day  after  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  have  no  objection  to 
withdraw  that  motion;  but  with  regard  to  any  un- 
derstanding that  this  bill  shall  be  proceeded  with, 
I  am  not  disposed  to  commit  myself,  nor-nm  I  au- 
thorized to  enter  into  any  understanding  which 
will  in  any  way  commit  Senators  upon  tlii.s  side  to 
any  particular  course.  I  should  myself  be  glad 
that  the  Senator  from  Michigan  should  proceed,  as 
he  will  of  course  be  able  to  do,  notwithstanding 
any  votes  that  may  be  given  on  this  side  of  the 
Chamber.  * 

Mr.  CASS.  I  trust,  if  the  subject  is  not  post- 
poned expressly  with  a  view  to  accommodate  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  we  shall  go  on  with 
the  consideration  of  the  bill,  for  there  is  no  more 
important  question  which  can  be  presented  to  the 
American  Senate. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  move  that  the  Senate'pro- 
ceed  to  Executive  business. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
that  motion. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  That  will  decide  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  Senate  will  proceed  or  not. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  The  effect  will  be  to 
leave  the  gentleman's  measure  exactly  where  he 
wants  it  to  be.  It  will  be  merely  passed  by,  and 
remain  one  of  the  orders  of  the  day  for  considera- 
tion to-morrow,  leaving  to  the  Senate  then  to  de- 
cide whether  they  will  proceed  with  it,  or  allow 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  proceed 
with  his  resolutions.  I  think  if  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  will  take  a  moment's  reflection,  he  will 
see  that  that  is  the  course  which  will  suit  his  pur- 
pose best. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  certainly  am  desirous  of 
knowing  in  advance  whether  I  can  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  speaking  to-morrow  or  not.  I  intro- 
duced my  resolution  before  the  Senator's  bill  was 
re[)orted,  and  fixed  a  day  for  its  consideration. 
Now,  if  I  am  to  be  prevented  from  addressing  the 
Senate,  by  reason  of  a  measure  subsequently  in- 
troduced, which  has  obtained  a  parliamentary  ad- 
vantage, all  that  I  can  say  is,  it  will  bes  the  first 
occurrence  of  this  kind  that  1  have  ever  known. 
All  I  ask  is,  the  opportunity  of  being  heard.  I  do 
not  choose  to  speak  uj)on  this  bill,  and  my  reason 
for  it  is,  that  it  does  not  give  me  the  scope  which 
I  desire.  I  wish  to  have  it  understood  whether  I 
am  to  have  to-morrow  or  not. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  hope  the  honorable  Senator  will 
do  me  justice;  he  will  recollect,  and  the  Senate 
will  recollect,  that  at  the  very  time  his  resolution 
was  introduced,  and  the  day  fixed  for  its  consider- 
ation, I  then  stated  to  the  Senate  that,  for  myself, 
I  should  endeavor  to  get  this  bill  up  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  all  other  business.  I  am  not  actuated,  as 
the  Senator  seems  to  infer,  by  a  desire  to  exclude 
him  from  an  opportunity  of  addressing  the  Senate. 
I  only  desire  that  this  measure  shall  be  proceeded 
with  without  delay,  believing  it  to  be  the  most  im- 
portant business  that  can  be  brought  before  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  said  he  should  vote  against 
any  course  calculated  to  postpone  the  passage  of 
this  bill  a  single  hour.  He  deeply  regretted  that 
any  one  had  supposed  there  was  any  discourtesy 
towards  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Calhoi;n]  in  insisting  on  its  being  acted  on  before 
any  other  business.  He  disclaimed  any  such  in- 
tention on  his  part.  The  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina was,  of  all  others,  that  member  of  the  Senate 
towards  whom  he  should  be  most  anxious  to  avoid 
disrespect  or  discourtesy.  But  (Mr.  W.  said) 
he  conscientiously  regarded  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
as  imperatively  demanded  by  every  dictate  of  pru- 
dence and  wise  policy.  He  did  not  consider  the 
t  decision  of  the  Senate  on  this  bill,  a.^  at  all  connect- 
!  ed  with  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina.  No  matter  what  was  the  ulterior  [lolicy 
adopted  by  us — even  if  it  was  resolved  to  with- 
draw our  army  from  Central  Mexico,  and  adopt 
the  defensive  line  policy,  still,  in  his  opinion,  this 
I  bill  shoiild  be  passed  forthwith.  It  will  take 
i  months  after  the  bill  becomes  a  law  to  get  the 
iroops  into  the  field.  After  it  passes  the  Senate 
there  may  be  delays  elsewhere.-   Sir,  (said  Mr. 
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W.,)  giTiit  as  is  the  confidence  I  have  in  the  skill, 
v.ilor,  iind  prowess  of  our  giillant  soldiers  in  Mex- 
ico, unforeseen  and  unexpected  circumstances  may 
involve  ihein  in  difficuliie.s,  making  reinforcements 
necessary.  The  orders  of  the  Goveriunent  to  sus- 
tain the  army  by  inking  supplies  from  the  enemy, 
liavc  just  about  this  time  been  received  by  the 
armv-  Three  weeks  hence  we  may,  and  some  be- 
lieve that  we  shall,  get  information  that  the  edect 
of  the  enforcement  of  these  orders,  rnay  be  the  re- 
quirement of  an  additional  force  there  forthwith, 
to  suppress  outbreaks  and  insurrections.  I  will 
not  say  I  anticipate  this,  but  it  is  not  improbable. 
Our  fellow-citizens  of  the  army  are  in  a  foreign 
land,  in  the  midst  of  eight  or  ten  millions  of  em- 
bittered foes,  who  are  ready  to  avail  them.selves  of 
any  opportunity  to  massacre  every  one  of  them. 
They  are  scattered  over  Me.xico  in  several  differ- 
ent towns,  and  divided  into  detachments  not  very 
strong  iii  numbers.  They  are  in  a  dill'erent  cli- 
mate from  that  they  have  lived  in — they  are  pecu- 
liarly liable  to  be  attacked  by  disease.  Annies  are 
more  subject  to  epidemics  than  those  who  compose 
them  are  when  at  their  homes. 

If  any  disaster  should  occur  to  any  of  our  brave 
men  in  Mexico,  which  the  giving  the  leinforce- 
ments  atforded  by  this  hill  could  have  prevented, 
and  if  the  immediate  passage  of  this  bill  was  de- 
layed by  any  act  or  vote  of  mine,  1  should  feel  as 
if  the  blood  of  those  thus  sacrificed  was  upon  my 
Imnds.  Another  argument  forced  'itself  upon  his 
mind.  He  believed,  if  even  it  was  not  already  too 
late  10  reason  on  the  question,  every  hour's  delay 
tended  directly  to  produce  the  very  result  depreca- 
ted in  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina.  If  it  could  be  averted,  it  was  only  by 
sending  additional  troops  to  Mexico  at  once,  and 
by  vigorous  means,  making  her  feel  the  war  in 
every  portion  of  the  country,  and  forcing  her  to 
sue  for  peace.  Indecision  here,  delays  here,  op- 
position here,  encouraged  our  enemies  iti  Mexico 
to  hold  out,  and  finally  the  country  would  become 
such  a  mere  wre('k,  that  we  should  be  compelled 
to  take  it  ull  and  govern  it.  Vigorous  and  speedy 
measiires  would  coerce  her  people  to  a  peace  while 
ihey  had  strength  left  to  sustain  themselves  when 
the  war  was  closed.  Under  these  circumstances, 
(said  Mr.  W.,)  anxious  as  I  am  to  listen  to  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  upon  his  resolutions, 
I  feel  that  I  am  right  in  resisting  any  and  every 
postponement;  and,  for  one,  I  am  willing  to  sit 
iiere  without  an  adjournment,  till  the  final  vote  is 
taken;  and  I  trust  the  Senate  will  do  its  duty,  and 
if  any  detriment  is  occasioned  by  delay,  let  the 
responsil)iliiy  fall  elsewhere. 

iVIr.  BADGER.  When  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  introduced  his  resolutions,  something  like 
a  fortnight  ago,  he  made  them  the  oiderof  the  day 
for  to-morrow,  and  at  the  last  day  of  the  session 
of  the  Senate,  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Mil- 
itary Committee  called  up  the  bill  which  is  now 
under  consideration  in  this  Senate,  with,  as  I  un- 
derstood, the  avowed  design  to  keep  the  measure 
before  the  Senate,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Senator  from  South  Caiolina,  which, 
by  a  ]irovious  order  of  this  body,  were  to  be  taken 
up  lo-morrow.  This  was  done,  sir,  against  the 
reiijonst ranee  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 
It  was  done,  in  my  judgment,  sir,  contrary  to  the 
usages  of  this  body.  It  was,  in  my  opinion,  an 
exhibition  of  a  want  of  courtesy  towards  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina.  The  subject  matter  of 
the  resolutions  have  been  known  and  announced 
to  the  Senate.  The  Senate  lias  designated  a  day 
on  which  they  shall  be  taken  up  and  considered, 
and  this  bill  was  called  up  on  the  last  day  of  the 
flitting  of  the  Senate  but  one,  before  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  were 
regularly  to  come  up  before  this  body  for  consid- 
eration, with  the  avowed  purpose  of  giving  it  pre- 
cedence over  these  resolutions,  and  probably  [irc- 
vcniing  the  Senator  who  had  brought  the  subject 
before  the  Senate  from  being  heard,  and  having  the 
subject-matter  of  his  resolutions  considered. 

Now,  in  my  judgment,  nothing  but  some  ex- 
treme public  necessity — nothing  but  a  plain  case, 
involving  the  public  good,  and  requiiing  immediate 
consideration,  should  have  |)rccedf'nce  over  these 
resolutions.  An  object  of  this  kind  alone,  which 
could  only  be  accomplished  by  giving  it  )>rece- 
dence  over  these  resolutions,  would  be  sullic.ient 
justification  for  such  a  course  i)eing  pursued. 
Wow,  where  is  the  necessity?  Wherefore  is  it  that 
thia  ])urticular  bill  ia  now  to  be  considered  and 


passed  through  with  such  hot  haste?  The  Senator 
from  Florida,  it  is  true,  tells  us  that  he  entertains 
serious  alarm  le^t  in  the  next  three  weeks  our  gal- 
lant troops,  who  have  covered  themselves  with 
honors,  who  have  defended  themselves  against 
three  times  their  number,  may  suffer  some  great 
calamity — may  be  overborne  by  superior  numbers. 
Well,  if  any  Senator  expects  any  such  thing,  does 
he  expect  these  ten  regiments  to  be  raised? — does 
he  expect  that  at  the  slow  and  limping  pace  at 
which  measures  are  passed  through  Congress  this 
can  by  any  possibility  be  made  available?  It  can- 
not, sir.  It  must  be  manifest,  that  whether  this 
bill  is  acted  upon  before  the  vote  is  taken  upon  the 
resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  is 
a  matter  of  the  utmost  inditi'eience,  if  the  actual 
application  of  the  force  intended  to  be  raised  is  for 
the  purpose  either  of  relieving  tlie  troops  or  prose- 
cuting the  war — eith.er  to  preserve  our  army,  or  to 
annoy  or  overbear  the  enemy.  This  strikes  me, 
sir,  as  being  the  actual  position  of  the  question 
before  the  Senate.  It  resolves  itself  into  this:  Shall 
the  Senate,  without  any  plain  reason  founded  on 
the  public  good,  without  any  exigency  demanded 
by  the  present  state  of  the  war,  without  any  pos- 
sible reason  to  believe  that  any  good  purpose  can 
be  served  by  it,  set  the  example  of  })utting  aside 
a  previous  subject,  and  thereby  oflering,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  a  want  of  courtesy,  without  example, 
as  far  as  1  know,  in  this  body  towards  an  honor- 
able Senator  who  has  introduced  the  subject  for 
consideration.  Well,  what  is  now  proposed?  How 
is  it  that  this  wrong  movement  is  to  be  redressed? 
Why,  it  is  supposed  by  the  postponement  of  the 
consideration  of  this  bill  until  the  day  after  to- 
morrow, in  order  to  give  the  Senator  an  opportu- 
nity to  be  heard,  without  a  distinct  understanding 
that  after  that  shall  have  been  done,  the  consider- 
ation of  this  bill  is  to  be  resumed.  Suppose  the 
course  pursued  in  calling  up  this  bill  had  not  been 
pursued;  suppose  to-morrow  had  arrived,  the  reso- 
tions  had  come  in  their  order — as  in  my  judg- 
ment they  ought  to  be  permitted  to  do — what  Avould 
have  been  the  result?  Why,  not  only  that  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  would  have  had  an 
opportunity  to  be  heard  upon  his  resolutions,  but 
others  would  also  have  had  an  opportunity  to  be 
heard — for  1  do  not  know  but  many  others  may 
desire  to  be  heard  upon  these  resolutions,  if,  as  he 
suggests,  there  is  no  such  scope  in  the  bill  as  in 
the  resolutions.  Is  it  to  be  understood  that  the 
subject  is  to  be  taken  up  merely  to  allow  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  to  express  his  views,  and 
then  that  a  narrower  ground,  a  more  restricted 
range  is  to  be  given  to  other  gentlemen  who  may 
desire  to  be  heard  upon  the  matters  at  large  which 
are  embraced  in  the  resolutions?  I  hope  we  shall 
resume  the  ground  which  I  believe  the  resolutions 
ought  to  occupy.  But  what  does  the  honoraljle 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
propose?  Surely  he  does  not  expect  to  force  this 
measure  through  the  Senate  without  debate. 
Surely  he  does  not  expect  that  this  is  a  measure 
which  can  be  passed  silently  through  this  body. 
The  bill  must  be  discussed  as  well  as  the  resolu- 
tions. If  members  of  this  body  are  disposed  to 
spend  three  or  four  weeks  in  the  discussion  of  the 
subjects  embraced  in  the  resolutions,  they  may  be 
equally  disposed  to  discuss  this  bill.  The  discus- 
sion must  come  sooner  or  later.  I  hope,  then, 
that  the  Senate  will  postpone  this  subject  until  the 
day  after  to-morrow,  that  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  may  be  luuird  to-morrow,  and  that  the 
Senate  may  then  determine  whether  they  will  dis- 
cuss this  bill,  or  ivhether  the  discussion  upon  the 
resolutions  is  to  be  prosecuted  to  its  termination. 
I  cannot  come  to  an  understanding  that,  after  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  delivered  his 
views,  the  bill  is  to  be  taken  up,  and  the  discussion 
prosecuted  to  its  termination. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  merely  want  to  relieve  myself 
from  (he  charge  of  a  want  of  courtesy  towards  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  who  is  nlmost  the 
last  man  to  whom  I  should  wish  to  exhibit  the 
slightest  discourtesy.  That  honorable  Senator 
will  recollect,  that  at  the  time  1  introduced  this  bill, 
1  gave  notice  that  I  would  endeavor  to  bring  it  up 
at  the  very  earliest  opportunity;  and  the  Sen- 
ator must  know,  also,  that  it  has  been  out  of  my 
power  to  do  it  sooner,  in  consequence  of  the  stroke 
of  Provideticc  having  fallen  upon  one  of  our  num- 
ber, and  in  consct]Ucnce  of  the  ob.-iervance  of  so- 
lemnities which  were  due  to  tlu;  occasion;  and  now 
comes  the  very  first  day  on  which  the  Senate  could 


vote  on  this  subject,  and  the  Senator  says,  it  is  a 
mark  of  discourtesy  on  my  part  to  urge  the  consid- 
eration of  the  measure.  Let  me  ask  the  Senator 
whether,  if  he  regarded  a  particular  subject,  as 
vital  to  the  interests  of  the  country,  he  would  re- 
gard the  desire  to  proceed  with  that  measure  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  otiiers,  as  any  mark  of  disrespect  .> 
Would  he  not  insist  upon  its  immediate  considera- 
tion, even  at  the  hazard  of  being  accused  of  a  want 
of  courtesy?  Would  he  not  do  this  himself?  I 
am  one  who  believe  that  there  is  an  absolute  ne- 
cessity for  this  measure.  The  Senator  from  Flori- 
da very  properly  suggests,  that  a  state  of  things 
may  arise,  in  which  it  would  be  vitally  important, 
that  the  troops  proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  bill, 
should  be  in  Mexico;  and  an  honorable  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  suggests  the  slow  and  limp- 
ing progressof  measures  through  this  body.  Why, 
that  very  consideration  shows  that  there  ought  to 
be  no  delay. 

Who  can  tell  what  may  happen  three  months, 
or  even  three  weeks  hence?  This  is  my  view  of 
the  matter,  and  I  trust  it  redeems  me  entirely  with 
honorable  gentlemen  on  both  sides  from  the  impu- 
tation of  want  of  courtesy.  If  this  measure  be 
postponed,  and  the  resolutions  taken  up,  no  man 
can  tell  when  the  discussion  will  be  terminated; 
and  in  the  meantime  this  important  measure — a 
measure  in  which  the  honor  and  interests  of  the 
country  may  be  involved,  and  without  which  the 
lives  of  our  citizens  may  be  hazarded — will  be  post- 
poned. I  think  it  is  no  discourtesy  to  any  gentle- 
man to  ask  for  the  consideration  of  measures  so 
intimately  connected  with  the  public  interests,  be- 
fore the  Senate  shall  be  addressed  upon  other  mat- 
ters. I  repeat,  that  I  shall  hear  the  honorable 
Senator  with  the  greatest  pleasure  to-morrow.  I 
never  hear  him  without  pleasure.  I  never  disa- 
gree without  I  doubt  my  own  judgment;  and  with 
the  understanding  that  to-morrow  shall  be  devoted 
to  the  hearing  of  the  Senator,  and  that  the  bill  shall 
be  proceeded  with  on  the  next  day,  I  shall  cheer- 
fully acquiesce,  but  further  than  that  I  cannot  go. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  do  not  rise  to  vindicate  the 
views  of  my  colleague,  but  I  do  rise  to  demand  for 
him  the  ordinary  course  which  is  conceded  by  all 
parliamentary  usage.  He  has  heretofore  given 
notice  of  his  purpose  to  express  his  views  to  the 
Senate,  and  the  motion  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentucky  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  to 
give  him  an  opportunity  of  doing  so  to-morrow. 
The  majority  of  this  Senate  has  of  course  the  power 
to  forward  this  bill;  but  why  does  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Military  Committee  desire  so 
earnestly  to  avoid  discussion?  Is  he  distrustful  of 
discussion  on  this  subject?  And  does  he  suppose 
that  in  the  course  of  one  day's  discussion  the  minds 
of  Senators  here  will  be  so  modified  as  to  lake  from 
him  the  power  of  his  own  measure?  It  may  be  ho 
distrusts  his  own  friends.  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say  what  the  result  will  be — whether  the  Senate 
will  be  disp  sed  again  to  lay  down  the  resolution 
and  take  up  the  bill.  I  do  not  say  that  I  have  any 
opposition  to  offer  to  the  measure  which  the  Sen- 
ator has  introduced,  nor  will  I  admit  that  he  has  a 
right  to  assume  that  any  member  will  be  the  less 
ready  to  support  that  measure  in  consequence  of 
any  discontent  that  may  take  place;  but  I  do  say 
that  the  light  to  be  derived  from  discussion  should 
be  had.  Discussion  should  be  permitted  to  pro- 
ceed before  we  aie  called  upon  to  vote  upon  any 
measure  of  importance.  I  am  very  far  from  agree- 
ing with  the  gentleman,  that  I  am  to  take  counsel 
from  apprehension,  that  from  a  hasty  announce- 
ment in  this  body,  we  are  to  rush  to  the  rescue  of 
our  gallant  army,  as  though  it  were  menaced  with 
danger.  I  shall  not  take  counsel  from  any  such 
apprehensions;  and  I  think  it  is  but  a  reasonable 
request  on  the  part  of  my  colleague,  that  lie  should 
be  heard  before  the  subject  is  prejudged. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  desire  to  make  a  single  remark — 
not  more;  nor  would  I  have  troubled  the  Senate  in 
my  present  feeble  state  of  health,  but  forthe  allu- 
sion which  was  made  by  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  to  Senators  on  this  side  the  Chamber;  for 
I  confess  I  am  one  of  those  who  are  ambitious  of 
being  recognized  as  patriots,  and  I  am  also  ambi- 
tions of  not  being  recognized  as  discourteou.<«. 
How  far  the  Senat'or  from  North  Carolina  can  re- 
concile it  with  his  views  to  fulminate  accusations 
of  discourtesy,  without  resting  those  accusations 
upon  any  good  and  sufficient  grounds,  I  leave  to 
himself  to  determine.  So  far  as  my  poor  judgment 
goes,  however,  I  consider  the  accusation  which  he 
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has  made  is  not  capable  of  being'  sustained  by  evi- 
dence. What  is  the  fact  ?  I  stated  l)efore,  and 
the  Senator  will  justify  me  in  the  assertion,  that  he 
claimed  the  other  day,  with  that  urbanity  which 
characterizes  his  demeanor,  as  an  act  of  courtesy 
from  his  friends,  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  be 
heard  upon  his  resolutions  upon  the  day  fixed  by 
liini  for  taking  them  up.  As  soon  as  the  proposi- 
tion was  made,  my  heart  responded  to  the  call,  and 
I  thought  all  on  this  side  were  inclined  to  be  in 
unison,  and  that  this  act  of  courtesy  should  be  ex- 
tended. Now,  the  truth  is,  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  and  those  associated  with  him,  have  the 
conti'ol  of  the  whole  matter.  This  plain  practical 
proposition  has  been  submitted  to  them,  that  a 
formal  understandins  should  arise  in  this  Cham- 
ber, that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  should 
be  allowed  to  be  heard  upon  his  resolutions,  and 
that  the  consideration  of  this  bill  should  then  be 
proceeded  with.  How  easy  to  agree  to  such  a 
plain  proposition  !  But  is  agreement  manifested  ? 
With  whom  then  is  the  discourtesy,  when  it  is  pro- 
posed to  do  all  that  is  asked  for  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina — to  do  all  that  it  may  be  necessary 
to  enable  the  Senator  to  be  heard  on  these  questions? 
What  is  the  answer  ?  None  at  all.  Answer  most 
significant;  an  answer  significant  to  the  scheme — I 
liope  it  may  not  be  considered  discourteous  to  use 
the  word — to  postpone  this  vital  question,  [t  is  not 
for  me  to  remind  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina— who  is  as  distinguished  for  his  knowledge  of 
the  common  law  as  for  his  learning  and  eloquence — 
that  it  is  an  established  principle  of  the  law,  (to  give 
the  maxim  without  using  the  Latin,)  "so  far  as  the 
reason  of  the  law  extends,  so  far  the  law  operates, 
and  no  further."  Now,  the  reason  of  this  courtesy 
is  plain;  it  goes  as  far  as  we  are  willing  to  admit  it, 
and  cannot  go  farther.  What  does  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  say  ? — that  in  violation  of  rea- 
son and  common  law,  the  instant  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  is  heard  on  the  subject,  then  all  the 
other  Senators  shall  also  be  allowed  the  same  priv- 
ilege. Is  this  in  accordance  with  reason.'  Does 
courtesy  require  that  all  should  be  heard  .'  Have 
all  participated  in  the  concoction  of  this  resolution.' 
We  are  willing  to  act  upon  reason — to  carry  it  out 
— to  enforce  it.  The  Senator  from  Noi'th  Carolina 
says  that  all  other  Senators  must  also  be  heard. 
Why,  it  is  obvious,  and  it  must  be  obvious  to  the 
Senator,  that  by  insisting  that  all  others  must  be 
heard,  he  makes  a  refusal  to  hear  any  Senator;  an 
act  of  discourtesy,  the  avoidance  of  which  he  seems 
to  have  so  much  at  heart.  I,  for  one,  sir,  am  most 
anxious  to  hear  the  views  of  the  distinguished  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina.  As  to  the  result  of  dis- 
cussion in  this  Chamber,  1  fear  nothing.  There 
is  too  much  patriotism  here  to  permit  us  for  a 
moment  to  doubt  as  to  what  will  be  the  action  of 
this  body  when  the  interests  and  honor  of  the 
country  demand  such  action. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  was  endeavoring  to  obtain 
the  floor  immediately  after  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  Military  Affairs  took  his  seat,  for  the 
purpose  of  saying  to  him  that  I  was  very  much 
astonished  to  hear  him  intimate  that  1  designed  to 
charge  him  with  a  want  of  courtesy  towards  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina.  I  know  that  that 
honorable  Senator  would  be  as  far  from  offering 
an  act  of  discourtesy  as  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi. When  I  spoke  of  that  act  as  contrary  to 
the  usages  of  the  Senate,  I  spoke  of  those  usages, 
and  have  observed  them  for  a  very  short  period. 
It  is  possible  for  gentlemen  to  do  an  act  of  discour- 
tesy without  being  aware  of  it;  but  I  can  assure  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi  that  he  is  entirely  mista- 
ken if  he  supposes  that  any  scheme  has  been  con- 
certed on  this  side  of  the  Chamber.  For  my  own 
part,  I  came  from  a  part  of  the  Union  where 
schemes  are  not  very  much  indulged  in,  where 
they  are  not  held  in  very  high  estimation.  All  I 
intended  was  to  express  my  own  opinion;  and  ac- 
cording to  the  views  I  entertained,  it  was  discourte- 
ous to  the  honorable  Senator,  and  a  violation  of  the 
usage  of  the  Senate.  I  certainly  did  not  suppose 
that  either  the  Senator  from  Michigan  or  the  Sen- 
ator from  Mississippi  designed  to  oflTer  a  discour- 
tesy to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  But  it 
seems,  sir,  I  am  claiming  too  much,  when  I  decline 
to  enter  into  any  agreement  or  understanding,  that 
as  soon  as  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has 
expressed  his  views,  his  resolutions  are  to  be  laid 
asitie,  and  the  consideration  of  the  bill  resumed,  on 
the  ground  that  the  courtesy  of  the  Senate  is  com- 
pletely exhausted,  after  the  Senator  from  South 


Carolina  has  had  an  opportunity  to  be  heard. 
Now,  upon  this  point  I  entertain  an  entirely  dif- 
ferent view  from  that  of  the  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan; and  when  he  claims  the  privilege  of  acting 
as  his  judgment  dictates,  it  is  but  right  that  1 
should  claim  the  same  privilege.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  ample  range  for  debate  would 
not  be  afforded  on  this  bill.  If  so,  and  if  courtesy 
requires  that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
should  be  heard,  with  this  "ample  room  and  verge 
enough"  for  the  expression  of  his  ideas,  it  follows, 
of  course,  according  to  the  same  principle  of  com- 
mon fairness,  that  other  Senators  who  differ  to- 
tally from  him,  if  there  be  any  such,  or  entertain 
a  multiplicity  of  opinions,  should  be  permitted  the 
same  opportunity  for  the  expression  of  those 
opinions.  For  these  reasons,  I  am  of  opinion  that 
this  matter  should  be  passed  over  without  any 
such  understanding  as  is  proposed,  and  that  the 
discussion  which  is  to  arise  upon  the  resolution 
should  arise  in  regular  order,  and  be  prosecuted 
to  its  final  termination.  At  the  same  time,  1  agree 
with  the  Senator  from  Michigan,  that  the  claims 
of  courtesy  towards  any  member  of  this  body 
ought  to  yield  to  subjects  of  necessity — to  meas- 
ures which  are  demanded  by  the  circumstances  of 
the  country;  but  in  this  case  I  cannot  see  that  any 
such'  necessity  exists;  and,  as  1  hold  it  to  have 
been  originally  wrong  that  the  resolutions  of  the 
Senator  from-  South  Carolina  should  have  been 
supplanted  or  deprived  of  their  priority,  on  this 
subject  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Michigan  will  al- 
low me  to  correct  his  recollection,  while  I  disclaim 
imputing  to  him  any  intentional  discourtesy,  of 
which  1  know  him  to  be  incapable.  He  is  cer- 
tainly in  error  when  he  supposes  that  at  the  time 
when  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  were  made  the  special  order  of  the  day 
for  to-morrow,  he  gave  notice  that  he  would,  in 
the  interim,  call  up  his  bill;  because  the  resolutions 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  were  submit- 
ted on  the  15th  of  December,  and  on  the  20th  of 
December  they  were  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  to-morrow.  The  bill  now  under  consideration 
of  the  Senate  was  reported  to  the  Senate  on  the 
22d  of  December,  being  two  days  after  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  been 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  and  one 
week  after  the  resolutions  had  been  submitted  to 
this  body.  Therefore,  it  was  impossible  for  the 
Senator,  unless  by  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  to  give 
notice  on  the  20th  that  he  would  call  up  a  bill 
that  was  not  reported  from  the  Military  Commit- 
tee until  the  22d. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that 
the  Senator  has  a  better  knowledge  of  chronology 
than  1  have;  but  I  recollect  dis.inctly  that  my  ob- 
ject in  making  that  intimation  was  to  meet  a  remark 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  and  it  was  in 
connexion  with  what  was  said  by  the  Senator  from 
Ohio. 

Mr.  ATCHISON.  I  would  like  to  make  an  in- 
quiry, sir,  as  to  whether  this  question  is  debatable. 
If  1  understand  the  motion,  it  is  to  go  into  Execu- 
tive session. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  remarked  that 
he  had  suffered  the  debate  to  proceed,  under  the 
expectation  that  it  would  lead  to  an  amicable  ar- 
rangement on  the  subject  of  the  postponement  of 
the  bill.  Upon  the  pending  motion,  however,  de- 
bate was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  The  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina introduced  his  resolutions  some  days  ago,  and 
intimated  his  intention  of  addressing  the  Senate 
to-morrow.  Now  there  is  not  a  single  dissenting 
voice  against  that  being  done,  although  every  one 
is  impressed  with  the  importance  of  this  measure, 
and  of  the  necessity  of  a  speedy  action  upon  it. 
When  the  resolutions  come  up,  by  way  of  a  trial 
of  strength,  1  will  move  that  they  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  It  will  be  recollected  that 
I  introduced  certain  resolutions  some  days  previous 
to  the  introduction  of  the  resolutions  of  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  South  Carolina,  and  that  when 
my  resolutions  were  reached,  I  intimated  a  deter- 
mination to  call  them  up  immediately  after  the 
holidays.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
however,  thought  proper  to  move  to  make  his  reso- 
lutions the  special  order  on  the  very  day  which  I 
had  intended  to  appoint  for  the  consideration  of 
my  own.  Of  this,  however,  I  do  not  complain. 
I  waived  the  intention  of  calling  u))  my  resolutions, 
although  1  thought  these  contained  a  very  import- 


ant principle.  I  refrained  from  calling  them  up, 
lest  It  would  interfere  with  business  more  practical. 
Anxious  as  1  am  to  obtain  discussion  upon  them, 
yet  I  am  willing  that  they  should  remain  until 
these  practical  measures  are  disposed  of.  Althi  ug'i 
I  jiropose  to  keep  ihem  before  the  Senate,  yet  1  uo 
not  propose  to  bring  them  forward  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  those  measures  which  the  public  service 
requires. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Arkansas  is  perfectly  correct  in  saying 
that  there  is  no  intention  on  the  part  of  any  one  to 
prevent  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  from  be- 
ing heard  to-morrow;  and  for  the  very  reason,  that 
this  has  been  almost  the  constant  usage  in  this 
body.  I  think  a  great  deal  more  consequence  has 
been  attached  to  theimporlance  of  immediaieaction 
on  this  bill  than  it  is  entitled  to.  There  is  no  dis- 
position to  deprive  the  Administration  of  the  op- 
portunity of  presenting  their  measures  in  their  own 
good  time;  and  although  I  must  say  that,  if  I  had 
my  choice,  I  would  prefer  to  hear  the  discussion 
upon  the  resolutions — to  hear  an  expression  of  the 
sentiments  entertained  by  the  Senator  previous  to 
being  called  upon  to  grant  supplies  to  any  extent; 
yet  if  the  Administration  measures  are  urged  on  the 
ground  of  a  pressing  public  necessity,  1  am  un- 
willing to  take  the  responsibility  of  occasioning 
any  delay  in  regard  to  those  measures  which  they 
deem  of  the  highest  magnitude.  It  is  true,  that 
the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
open  a  much  wider  range  of  debate;  but  if  it  be  the 
sense  of  the  Senate,  that  the  discussion  should  be 
delayed  and  the  supplies  proceeded  with,  I  shall 
not  offer  any  impediment,  nor  will  any  one  on  this 
side  of  the  Chamber,  I  am  convinced,  although  I 
am  not  authorized  to  speak  for  others.  If  it  be  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  to  renew  the  discussion  on  the 
bill  as  soon  as  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
shall  have  expressed  his  views,  be  it  so.  I  am  not 
apprized  that  there  is  any  disposition  here  unneces- 
sarily to  postpone  final  action  upon  any  measures 
of  the  Aflministration. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  When  I  used  the  word  "scheriie," 
it  was  certainly  not  with  any  discourtesy  towards 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina.  It  was  merely 
in  allusion  to  the  postponement  of  business,  there 
being  conflicting  views  in  regard  to  the  expediency 
of  first  taking  up  one  subject  or  the  other,  and  in 
reference  to  gentlemen  who  might  be  inclined  to 
seize  upon  what  might,  perhaps,  be  pro))erly  term- 
ed parliamentary  advantage.  And  while  I  am  up, 
I  will  remark,  that  if  the  Senator  from  North  Car- 
olina understands  me  as  using  the  word  "  scheme" 
in  any  disrespectful  sense,  in  reference  to  himself, 
or  in  reference  to  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  he  is 
entirely  mistaken.  But  while  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator repels  the  idea  of  the  application  of  such  a 
term  to  the  character  of  his  State,  I  hope  he  does 
not  mean  to  imply  that  I  came  from  a  part  of  the 
country  where  schemes  are  more  apt  to  be  ado|")ted 
than  in  North  Carolina.  If  I  had  understood  the 
Senator  as  intending  such  an  intimation,  I  should 
have  repelled  it  at  the  moment,  with  promptitude, 
and  perhaps  with  some  heat.  The  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi, high  as  she  stands,  is  free  from  injury, 
even  at  the  hands  of  the  Senator  from  North  Car- 
olina. Possibly  some  disrespect  was  intended  to 
the  State  of  Mississippi.  Possibly  it  was  intend- 
ed to  hurl  the  arrow  which  was  pointed  at  her 
many  years  ago.  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  saying 
that  there  is  not  strength  enough  in  the  bow  he 
bends  to  win<r  the  arrow  to  the  mark. 

Mr.  BADGER.  It  was  my  intention,  as  soon 
as  the  Senator  had  taken  his  seat,  had  he  done  so 
without  hurling  such  a  military  weapon,  to  say  to 
him  that  1  did  not  think  of  the  circumstance  which 
might  have  led  to  the  suspicion,  which  might  have 
given  the  appearance  of  discourtesy  to  what  I  said. 
I  had  no  such  intention,  and  I  assure  him  that 
even  if  I  were  not  satisfied  of  the  strength  of  Mis- 
sissippi, on  this  floor  and  elsewhere,  I  entirely 
disclaim  the  intention  of  assailing  her.  She  is 
connected  with  North  Carolina  by  many  ties  of 
association;  and  I  assure  the  honorable  Senator 
that  if  he  does  not  make  up  a  conflict  upon  this 
floor  before  he  is  assailed  by  mc,  he  will  pass 
through  his  senatorial  career  (and  long  may  it  be) 
in  the.  most  agreeable  manner,  and  that  he  will 
never  have  occasion,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  to 
make  the  Senate  the  arena  of  any  unpleasant  ob- 
servations. And,  indeed,  I  had  not  the  least  idea 
that  the  Senator  had  used  the  word  "  scheme"  of- 
fensively.    1  am  sure  the  word  dropped  from  him 
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unguardedly,  and  I  was  far  from  taking  oftence  at 
it,  for  I  am  not  "  sudden  and  quick  in  quarrel" — 
I  am  not  anxious  to  find  cause  of  olVence,  nor  de- 
sirous to  signalize  myself  in  contests  of  tliis  kind. 
Perhaps  there  might  have  been  another  considera- 
tion— that  feelingon  the  subject  a  tolerably  clear 
conscieTicc,  1  would  not  have  been  much  disturbed 
if  I  had  supposed  the  Senator  was  aiming  the 
word  opjiroljriouslv  at  my  State. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  trust  I  shall  be  excused  for 
trespassing  a  single  moment  further  upon  the  time 
of  the  Senate.  iSfotwithstanding  the  express  dis- 
claimer of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  in  the 
first  half  of  his  remarks,  there  is  something  yet  in 
the  tone  and  bearing  of  the  honorable  Senator, 
which,  without  explanation,  conveys  the  intpres- 
sion  that  he  has  not  that  respect  for  the  State  of 
Mississipjn  whieli  is  due  to  her. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  have  expressly  disclaimed 
intendin>j  any  offence  to  Mississippi. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Sir,  so  1  understood  the  Senator, 
and  yet  from  the  whole  tenor  of  his  remarks  we 
are  as  much  at  a  loss  as  to  the  intention  of  the 
Senator  as  before.  He  certainly  did  disclaim  an 
inteiuion  of  ofiending,  and  yet  the  disclaimer  was 
accompanied  Ijy  a  suggestion  which  weakened  its 
value,  and  served  to  produce  some  litde  merriment. 
He  had  slated,  that  he  was  not  aware  of  the  cir- 
cumstance that  would  make  allusion  so  painful. 

Mr.  BADGER.  No,  sir;  the  Senator  mistakes 
me.  I  (lid  not  say  that  I  was  aware  of  the  circum- 
stance which  might  make  the  allusion  painful.  I 
said  that  when  Tmade  the  remark  1  did  not  think 
of  any  circumstance  which  might  make  theallusion 
painful. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Very  well,  sir,  I  am  entirely 
satisfied. 

Mr.  M  ANGUM.  I  was  remarking  that  I  think 
there  has  Ijeen  a  degree  of  interest  in  regard  to  the 
priority  of  proceeding  between  this  bill  and  the 
resolutions  greatly  disproportioned  to  the  import- 
ance of  the  question.  There  is  no  design,  1  am 
)iersuadcd,  to  take  from  the  Administration  the 
opportunity  of  conti'olling  the  measures  which 
they  may  propose.  Yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
the'Senate  has  the  right  to  act  firsfupon  such  sub- 
jects as  they  may  deem  proper,  but  under  the  cir- 
cumstance of  this  l)ill  being  pressed  by  the  friends 
of  the  Administration,  though  I  have  a  bare  prefer- 
ence the  other  way,  I  will  yield  that  preference, 
and  agree  to  proceed  with  the  consideration  of  the 
bill;  though  in  the  meantime  I  desire  that  its  con- 
sideration should  be  postponed  until  the  day  after 
to-morrow,  and  1  now  move  its  postponement  until 
that  day;  and  I  hope  that  the  motion  will  meet 
with  unanimous  concurrence,  and  that  all  dispo- 
sitions to  give  preference  to  any  other  matter  will 
vanish. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  am  afraid  I  will  find  myself 
constrained  to  give  a  vote  which  may  be  consid- 
ered wanting  in  courtesy  to  certain  Senators,  if  I 
am  to  judge  from  the  opinions  which  1  have  just 
heard  expressed.  I  would  not  willingly  be  dis- 
courteous to  any  Senator;  but  I  am  unable  to 
perceive  how  it  is  that  a  lefusal  to  postpone  the 
business  of  the  country,  or  the  necessary  measures 
of  legislation  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  in 
order  to  take  up  an  abstract  question  having  no 
practical  bearing  upcm  our  legislation,  can  be  con- 
sidered an  act  of  discourtesy.  I  am  equally  unable 
to  perceive  how  it  is  that  the  resolutions  of  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  will  give  a  broader 
field  for  the  discussion  of  the  war  ijuestion,  inclu- 
ding its  consequences.  Those  resolutions  do  not 
seem  to  mc  to  fairly  bring  up  the  subject  of  the 
war.  They  simply  assert  the  ))riticiple  of  opposi- 
tion to  the  annexation  of  Mexico — a  y)ropositi(m, 
the  atlirmaiion  of  which  never  has  been,  and  per- 
haps never  will  be,  presented  to  us  for  action.  It- 
is  an  evasion  of  the  real  question,  by  the  presenta- 
tion of  a  false  issue,  if,  indeed,  it  presents  any 
issue.  Wliat  do  the  resolutions  mean.'  Do  they 
mean  that  the  SiMiator  is  opposed  to  the  acquisition 
(if  any  territory  and  to  all  indemnity?  or  that  he 
is  opposed  to  the  annexation  of  the  whole  of  Mex- 
ico.' They  may  be  construed  to  mean  the  one  or 
the  other,  and  perhaps  with  erpial  plausibility. 
They  strike  me,  sir,  as  furnishing  a  siu-.cessful 
example  of  that  saying  of  Talleyrand — that  lan- 
guage was  given  to  man  by  the  iJeity  lo  enable 
him  to  conceal,  not  lo  express,  his  ideas.  I  am 
opposed  to  the  jiostponement  of  the  legislation  of 
the  country  for  the  purpose  of  takitig  u|)  any  siu'.h 
abstract,  idle  proposiliona,     1  shall  o()pose  ihem 


from  a  ^Ise  of  duty,  whether  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina,  or  contained  in  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Senator  from  New  York.  The  war 
bills  are  the  true  measures  upon  which  to  discuss 
the  origin,  progress,  and  results  of  the  war.  If 
gentlemen  desire  to  make  .speeches  against  the 
war,  1  wish  to  have  them  made  on  the  bills  pro- 
viding tor  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  so  that  the 
pro])er  responsibility  shall  attach  to  their  speeches 
and  acts.  The  supporters  of  the  war  are  willing 
to  take  the  responsibility  of  speaking  and  voting 
for  the  war  measures:  let  our  adversaries  take  the 
responsibility  of  their  acts  in  the  same  way.  1 
repeat,  that  1  mean  no  unkindness  or  discourtesy 
to  any  Senator.  But  I  must  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  this  doctrine  of  courtesy  is  being  carried  lo 
great  lengths.  1  begin  to  ihmk  there  was  some 
force  in  an  incident  which  I  once  witnessed  in  this 
Chamber:  A  Senator  was  making  a  speech  against 
a  measure  on  constitutional  grounds;  a  friend  of 
the  measure  desired  a  brother  Senator  to  go  to  the 
Senator  who  was  opposing  the  bill,  and  ask  him 
to  vote  for  it  as  an  act  of  courtesy,  adding,  that  he 
would  much  sooner  violate  the  Constitution  than 
be  deemed  discourteous.  I  suppose,  therefore,  if 
we  are  culled  upon  to  withhold  the  recruits  and 
supplies  from  our  army  in  Mexico,  upon  the  score 
of  courtesy  to  any  Senator,  we  are  bound  to  yield 
to  the  request.  1  trust  that  gentlemen  will  pardon 
me  if  I  shall  feel  constrained  to  give  my  vote  for 
attending  to  the  public  business  first — for  the  dis- 
cussion of  abstractions  afterwards. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  said  he  desired  to  say  a  few 
words  to  correct  a  misconception  of  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Badger,]  and  also  a 
misapjn'ehension  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Butler,]  with  regard  to  the  remarks  he 
made  a  few  moments  since.  The  first  Senator 
seemed  to  think  that  he  (Mr.  VV.)  was  apprehensive 
of  immediate,  impending,  imminent  danger  to  our 
army  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  did  not  understand  him  as 
saying  immediate  danger,  but  that  there  would  be 
danger  three  weeks  hence. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  continued :  And  the  last  Sen- 
atorimagines  thathe  (Mr.  W.)  was  laboring  under 
great  alarm  and  "consternation"  as  to  its  safety. 
He  (Mr.  W.)  had  not  supposed  anything  in  what 
he  said,  or  the  manner  in  which  he  said  it,  would 
have  caused  such  thought. 

Mr.  BUTLER  corrected  the  Senator,  and  said 
he  had  alluded  to  the  remarks  that  apprehensions 
were  now  entertained  of  news  being  received  in 
three  weeks  that  would  show  the  necessity  of  these 
troops — and  he  iiad  not  referred  to  the  Senator  as 
expressing  any  fears  of  "imininent"  danger. 

Mr.  WESl'COTT.  Both  Senators  had  misun- 
derstood him.  He  had  as  much  confidence  in  the 
army  as  any  man  had,  but  he  could  not  calculate 
closely  the  amount  of  force  that  might  be  needed 
in  Mexico,  so  as  lo  send  the  smallest  number.  He 
would  be  liberal  in  men  and  money,  and,  above  all, 
be  prompt.  He  would  provide  against  possible 
though  unex[)ecled  contingencies.  'I'he  remark  of 
the  Senator  from  NorthCai  olina,thal  months  would 
ensue  before  these  troops  could  be  raised,  furnishes 
a  complete  answer  lo  the  argument  of  there  being- 
no  immediate  necessity  for  these  troops.  It  was 
well  known  that  many  of  our  volunteers  there 
desired  to  be  discharged  and  to  reiurn  home,  but 
who  could  not  be  allowed  to  do  so  till  their  places 
were  supplied  by  new  levies.  This  should  be  done 
as  soon  as  practicable.  Until  the  new  regiments 
of  regulars  provided  by  this  bill  are  sent  to  Mexico, 
none  of  the  volunteers  or  other  troO[is  there  can 
be  withdrawn,  whatever  their  claims  to  such  favor. 
Though  he  did  not  antici|)ate  disaster,  much  less 
defeat  to  our  soldiers  in  Mexico,  he  would  be  pre- 
pared for  any  casualty,  not  only  what  was  likely 
to  occur,  but  what  was  possible.  As  to  the  dis- 
courtesy imputed,  he  denied  that  there  was  any  in 
fact.  He  repealed,  the  bill  was  an  independent 
measure,  proper  and  necessary,  whatever  was  de- 
cided upon  as  to  the  policy  to  be  |)ursued  towards 
Mexico.  He  said  hcc(nild  vote  for  the  resolutions 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  if  convinced 
they  were  founded  in  wisdom  and  right,  even  after 
this  bill  passed.  There  was  no  inconsistency  in  such 
a  course,  lie  should  listen  to  the  Senator  atten- 
tively,and  if  satisfied, he  should  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tions, and  if  not  so  persuaded,  he  should  vote  against 
them.  He  did  nnt  hesitate  to  say  that  he  believed 
one  position  assumed  by  a  distinguished  statesman, 
a  citizen  of  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clay,]  though  he  hud 


never  supported  that  gentleman,  to  be  correct.  It 
was,  that  Congress  had  the  constitutional  right  to  di- 
rect and  control  the  President  by  law  or  resolution, 
as  to  the  managementofa  war.  Mr.  W.  did  not,  as 
some  gentlemen  did,  limit  this  right  to  the  declar- 
ing the  objects  of  the  war;  in  his  opinion,  the  Sen- 
ate and  House  of  Representatives  could  properly 
and  constitutionally  at  any  time  dictate  to  the  Pres- 
ident how  the  army  should  be  employed,  and  reg- 
ulate how  the  supplies  should  be  disposed  of;  and 
(said  Mr.  W.)  I  would  exercise  this  right  when- 
ever I  believed  the  Executive  was  doing,  or  was 
about  to  do,  wrong.  As  to  his  opinions  of  the 
Executive,  and  of  the  course  pursued  with  respect 
to  this  war,  this  v/as  not  a  proper  occasion  to  ex- 
press them.  Flis  votes,  and  speeches,  and  acts 
heretofore,  displayed  them;  they  were  well  known. 
When  the  question  as  to  the  policy  to  be  settled 
upon  as  to  Mexico  came  up,  he  should  express 
his  views  as  to  that.  But  as  it  respects  this  bill, 
he  regarded  delay  as  exceedingly  injudicious.  If 
it  could  possibly  be  hoped  there  would  be  no  delay 
after  it  passed  the  Senate,  he  shoidd  still  urge  it  in 
this  Chamber;  but  with  the  probability  of  delay  in 
the  other  House,  the  duty  to  dispose  of  it  here, 
forthwith,  was  made  still  more  imperative. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  rise  to  say  that  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  course  which  is  suggested 
by  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  and  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina — either  will  be  satisfactory 
to  me. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi.  I  deem  it  proper 
t(3  say,  as  one  of  the  Military  Committee,  that  this 
bill  was  pre-passed  by  a  committee,  under  the  im- 
pression that  more  troops  were  necessary  to  be 
raised  immediately.  The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  accordance  with  the  views  of  a  majority 
of  said  committee,  announced  his  intention  to 
bring  it  up  at  the  first  possible  moment,  and  press 
it  lo  its  speedy  passage.  And  it  is  now  one  week, 
I  believe  [Mr.  Cass  :  Two  weeks] — one  week  wa.s 
enough  for  the  purpose;  but  it  seems  two  weeks 
have  elapsed  since  the  announcement  was  made. 
We  had  hoped  that  one  week  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  have  secured  its  passage;  for  we  be- 
lieved that  a  great  and  pressing  emergency  ex- 
isted. 

It  appeared  plainly  manifest  to  us,  that  if  any 
military  movements  took  place  in  Mexico — that 
would  naturally  excite  the  military  ardor  of  the 
jieople  of  the  United  Slates — it  would  require  all 
the  intervening  lime  between  the  present  period 
and  the  time  when  the  yellow  fever  would-set  in, 
to  organize  and  forward  the  drafts  of  troops  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  active  operations.  The  Senator 
from  Florida  Is  not  wrong  in  supposing  that  there 
is  ground  for  apprehension  in  regard  to  our  troops 
in  Mexico,  and  that  further  soldiery  will  be  re- 
quired in  the  battle-field.  For  what  has  been  the 
cause  of  so  much  loss  of  life  already .'  I  would 
ask,  if  it  has  not  been  owing,  in  a  considerable 
degree,  to  the  tardiness  in  furnishing  the  supplies, 
as  well  as  the  deficient  quantity?  But  for  the  small 
amount  of  forces  furnished,  the  battle  of  Buena 
Vista  would  never  have  been  fought;  and  if  Gen- 
eral Scott,  sir,  had  had  a  powerful  arm)'-,  with 
which  lo  have  followed  close  upon  the  heels  of  re- 
treating Santa  Anna,  no  fortifications  would  have 
been  thrown  up,  ancJ  no  fighting  would  have  taken 
place,  or  resistance  been  made,  before  the  walls  of 
Mexico.  What  induced  Santa  Anna  at  Buena 
Vista  to  attack  General  Taylor,  but  the  belief  that 
his  troops  were  numerically  exhausted,  and  were 
not  sufficient  in  numlier  to  repel  such  an  attack. 
Shall  we,  by  a  repetition  of  these  errors,  invite 
similar  attacks  again? 

Sir,  all  history  has  taught  us,  that  where  civil 
governments  at  home  assume  to  direct  military 
()|icrations  abroad,  ruinous  evil  has  been  the  re- 
sult. Shall  the  Senate  delay  to  decide  whether  it 
is  necessary  to  send  additional  forces  to  Mexico? 
The  Executive,  with  the  in  fort-nation  that  he  has 
in  his  possession,  has  been  induced  to  call  for 
these  additional  forces.  If  it  be  so — if  the  .same 
delay  is  again  to  take  place  in  the  transmission  of 
troops — we  must  then  expect  to  see,  what  we  have 
seen,  ii  few  of  our  gallant  soldiers  outflanked  by  a 
superior  force,  and  obliged  to  fight  their  way 
through  the  serried  ranks  of  the  enemy.  May  It 
not  be  so  again?  Then,  why  expose  the  lives  of 
your  countrymen,  while  disputing  upon  questions 
that  have  no  practical  bearing?  We  are  all  awx- 
ious  to  hear  the  sentimenis  of  the  distinguished 
Sciidtor  from  South  Carolina,  not  that  1  am  of 
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opinion  that  the  fate  of  this  bill  can  be  affected  by 
any  vote  upon  his  resolutions.  I  can  accept  his 
resolutions,  and  still  vote  for  this  bill.  If,  indeed, 
we  do  not  wish  to  annex  Mexico — if  we  wish  her 
to  maintain  an  independent  government,  and  to 
conclude  this  war  by  an  honorable  peace — I  ask, 
why  hesitate  to  pass  this  bill,  and  grant  an  ade- 
quate force  and  sufficient  supplies?  But  the  Sen- 
ator wishes  to  be  lieard  upon  this  question.  If 
other  gentlemen  wish  to  answer  him,  these  resolu- 
tions can  be  laid  upon  the  table,  the  public  service 
attended  to,  and  then  a  wide  discussion  can  be 
entered  upon — a  discussion  which  I,  for  one, 
would  be  mclined  to  listen  to  with  much  interest. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  I  hope  this  bill  will  be  post- 
poned, and  made  the  special  order  at  one  o'clock 
on  Wednesday. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  wish  to  make  a  single 
remark.  I  think  that  my  honorable  friend  from 
Mississippi  is  a  little  mistaken  in  supposing  that 
any  of  the  disasters  of  this  war  are  attributable  to 
the  tai'dy  legislation  on  the  part  of  Congress.  I 
have  been  here  the  whole  time,  and  if  any  blame 
is  to  be  attached  to  Congress  for  tardy  legislation, 
of  course  I  must  come  in  for  my  share  of  that 
blame.  When  was  it  that  we  have  been  guilty  of 
any  tardiness  in  granting  any  supplies  of  men  or 
money  that  were  demanded  by  the  Executive? 
We  began  by  authorizing  the  Executive  to  accept 
the  services  of  fifty  thousand  volunteers,  and  that 
force  was  never  exhausted  until  the  fall  of  last  year. 
There  have  been  military  resources  open  at  all 
times  to  the  President,  which  lie  might  have  exer- 
cised, and  which  he  has  exercised,  by  calling  out 
men  to  serve  during  the  war.  This  is  the  remark 
I  intended  to  make.  I  am  satisfied  the  honorable 
Senator  meant  no  rebuke  to  the  Senate;  he  has 
been  more  meritoriously  engaged,  and  is  evidently 
under  a  misapprehension  if  he  supposes  that  any 
such  charge  can  possibly  be  made  upon  Congress. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  It  is  very  far  from  my  intention 
to  rebuke  the  Senate;  but  I  believe  that  I  am  borne 
out  in  what  I  have  stated  by  proof.  We  did  pass 
a  bill  authorizing  the  raising  of  fifty  thousand  vol- 
unteers, but  all  other  supplies  were  cut  down — I 
mean  camp  and  garrison  equipage. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  One  word  as  to  that— 
my  recollection  is  fresh — that  when  the  appeal  was 
made  for  supplies,  they  were  at  once  granted; 
there  was  not  a  dollar  asked  that  was  not  granted, 
not  an  item  of  supply  demanded,  that  was  reduced 
in  amount.  I  think  the  Senate  will  find  this  to  be 
the  case.  Not  a  dollar  was  refused.  We  were 
guided  by  the  estimates  that  were  furnished,  and 
voted  their  full  amount. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  intended  to  refer  the  honorable 
Senator,  when  I  was  up,  to  an  item  that  was  strick- 
en off  from  the  (Quartermaster's  estimate. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  did  not  know  any- 
thing about  that,  it  was  not  in  this  body. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  It  was  stricken  off  in  the  House 
of  Representatives;  the  item  was  for  camp  and 
equipage  supplies. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  postponement, 
it  was  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  Executive  business,  and,  after  a  short  time  spent 
therein,  the  doors  were  opened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  January  3,  1848. 

The  Journal  ofTliursday  was  read,  and,  having 

been  amended  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Goggin  so  as 

to  slate  the  reference  to  the  appropriate  committee 

of  a  I'etition  presented  by  him,  was  approved. 

THE   SOUTHERN  MAIL. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  pending  ques- 
tion to  be  upon  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Arkansas  [Mr.  .Johnson]  to  lay  on  the  table  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Goggin  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  tiie  resolution  relative  to  the  transportation 
of  the  mail  between  this  city  and  Richmond  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  inquired  if  it  would 
not  be  in  order  this  morning  to  move  to  suspend 
the  rules  tocnalilc  him  to  ofl'er  a  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would  be,  after 
the  pending  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  dispos- 
ed of. 


Mr.  BOTTS  said  he  did  not  know  whether  tlie 
gentleman  who  made  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
[Mr.  Johnson]  was  in  the  House;  but  if  he  was, 
he  would  inquire  if  he  would  withdraw  it  to  afford 
him  (Mr.  B.)  the  opportunity  on  Monday — which 
was  the  only  day  on  which,  under  the  rules,  it 
could  be  done — to  ask  the  House  to  suspend  the 
rules,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  submit  a 
proposition  to  refer  this  whole  subject  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
make  it  the  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  state  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  if  his  colleague  [Mr. 
Goggin]  withdraws  his  motion  to  reconsider,  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  falls,  as  a  matter  of 
course.  Then,  the  resolutions  being  already  refer- 
red, the  gentleman  will  have  only  to  move  that 
they  be  made  the  special  order. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  rose  and  with- 
drew the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Goggin  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  whicli  the  reso- 
lutions were  referred — 

Mr.  GOGGIN  withdrew  that  motion. 

Mr.  BOTTS  then  asked  and  obtained  the  gen- 
eral consent  to  submit  a  motion  making  the  resolu- 
tions relative  to  the  transportation  of  the  southern 
mail  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  the  said  reso- 
lutions were  accordingly  made  the  special  order 
for  to-morrow. 

ADDITIONAL  CLERKS. 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
be  instructed  to  iiiquire  into  tlie  expediency  and  propriety  oC 
autliorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  employ  stieli  additional 
number  of  clerlis  in  tlie  Pension  Office,  temporarily,  as  the 
exigencies  of  that  office  and  tlie  rights  of  applicants  for 
bounty  lands,  treasury  scrip,  and  pensions  demand.  And 
that  the  committee  be  requested  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise at  the  earliest  practicable  day. 

Mr.  COCKE  desired  to  offer  an  amendment  to 
the  resolution,  so  as  to  give  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions,  instead  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  the 
power  to  employ  the  clerks  which  might  be  neces- 
sary. Unless  his  colleague  should  see  fit  to  adopt 
such  a  modification,  he  would  move  it  as  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  believed  it  was  con- 
trary to  the  practice  of  the  Government  to  autho- 
rize the  head  of  a  bureau  to  appoint  the  clerks. 
The  Secretary  of  War  was  the  head  of  that  depart- 
ment ;  the  Pension  Office  was  a  bureau  of  that 
department,  and  consequently,  he  thought,  should 
be  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  Secretary 
of  War.  He  could  not  accept  the  amendment; 
and,  to  stop  further  debate,  he  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  sec- 
onded, and  the  question  was  put  on  agreeing  to  Mr. 
Cocke's  amendment,  viz:  strike  out  the  words 
"Secretary  of  War,"  and  insert  "Commissioner 
of  Pensions." 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  agreeing  to  Mr. 
Jones's  resolution,  and  it  was  agreed  to: 

CONTESTED  ELECTION  FROM  NEW  YORK. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  read,  considered,  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  parties  to  the  contested  election  from 
the  sixth  Congressional  district  of  the  State  of  New  York 
be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  to  lake  teslimony  of 
such  witnesses  as  either  of  them  may  require,  by  deposi- 
tions, in  conformity  to  the  laws  of  the  Slate  of  TS!e\v  York 
iji  force  at  the  time  of  taking  such  tosliinony  on  the  subject 
of  contested  elections  in  that  State:  Provided,  That  the 
parties  may,  by  agreement  under  their  hands,  reirulaic  the 
mode  of  giving  notice^  and  other  matters  of  form,  at  their 
discretion  ;  but  if  no  such  agreement  shall  be  made,  then 
each  party  shall  give  to  the  other  such  -notice  of  the  time 
and  place  of  taking  such  depositions  as  are  prescribed  in  the 
aforesaid  laws  of  New  York :  Provided,  also,  That  when 
such  depositions  are  taken,  they  shall,  together  with  the 
ajiroements  or  notices  aforesaid,  be  sealed  up  by  the  officer 
taking  the  same,  and  directed  to  the  Speaker  of  this  House. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  inquired  whether 
this  was  not  the  only  day  upon  which  resolutions 
could  be  offered  under  the  rules. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  tliat,  under  the  rules  of 
the  House,  each  alternate  Monday  was  set  apart 
for  calling  the  States  and  Territories  for  i-esolu- 
tions. 


Mr.  COLLAMER  called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
The  SPEAKER  then  commenced  the  call  of 
the  States  for  resolutions,  beginning  with  Maine; 
and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMMONS, 
Repaired,  That  the  petition  of  Daniel  H.  Warren  for  a 
pension  and  for  arrearages  of  pensi(m,  with  the  accompany- 
ing papers,  betaken  from  the  tiles  of  the  Clerk,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Or.  motion  of  Mr.  ASHMUN, 

Retoloed,  That  the  Connnittee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
repealing  all  laws  whicli  make  it  criminal  for  citizens  to 
transport  letters  and  newspapers  by  individual  or  private 
means. 

THE  MEXICAN  WAR. 

Mr.  HUDSON  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Oommitfec  on  Military  Affairs  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  requestint' the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  withdi-aw  to  the  east  bank  of 
the  Rio  Grande  our  armies  now  in  Mexico,  and  to  pro- 
pose to  the  Mexican  Government  forthwith  a  treaty  of  peace 
on  the  following  basis,  namely :  That  we  relinquish  all  claim 
to  indemnity  for  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  that  the 
boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  shall  he 
establislied  at  or  near  the  desert  between  the  Nueces  and 
the  Rio  Grande;  that  Mexico  shall  be  held  lo  pay  all  just 
claims  due  to  our  citizens  at  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
and  that  a  convention  shall  be  entered  into  by  the  two  na- 
tions to  provide  for  the  liquidation  of  those  claims  and  the 
mode  of  payment. 

Mr.  HUDSON  called  for  the  previous  question 
on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  THOMPSOxY,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BURT  begged  heave  to  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  that  the  resolution 
could  not  appro[)riately  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  but  could  he  more  appropriately 
sent  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign.. Affairs. 

The  SPEAKER  intimated  that  debate  was  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  BURT  replied  that  he  merely  desired  to 
make  the  suggestion  to  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

The  SPEAKER  again  announced  the  first  ques- 
tion to  be  on  layins;  on  the  table. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  asked  if  all  debate 
was  precluded  by  the  present  posture  of  afiairs. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  entirely. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  withdrew  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table,  as  he  found  that  the  resolution 
simply  proposed  an  inquiry  as  to  the  "  expedien- 
cy" of  doing  something. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  lo  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  rose  to  a  question  of 
order.  He  suggested  to  the  Chair  that  it  was  not 
in  order  to  move  to  lay  on  the  table  a  resolution 
or  bill  after  the  House  had  directed  the  main  ques- 
tion to  be  now  put.  The  main  question  to  be  put 
was  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  and  the 
House  had  directed  that  the  vote  on  the  main 
question  should  now  be  taken;  therefore  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  was  not  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked,  that  if  this  was  an 
original  question,  the  Chair  would  have  no  dilFi- 
culty  in  sustaining  the  position  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia;  but  the  precedents  were  against 
him,  the  House  having  heretofore  permitted  a  mo- 
tion to^y  on  the  table  to  be  acted  upon  after  the 
main  question  had  been  ordered.  Re]ieated  |irecc- 
dents  might  be  quoted  in  cases  which  arose  on 
decisions  of  the  three  last  Speakers,  where  appeals 
were  taken  to  the  House  from  decisions  of  the 
Chair,  and  reversed  by  votes  of  the  House.  The 
Chair,  therefore,  according  to  precedent,  but  with 
a  perfect  willingness  to  have  his  decision  set  aside, 
decided  the  motion  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  FI.  COBB  said,  the  Chair  was  undoubtedly 
riglit  as  regarded  tlie  precedents;  but  believing  llie 
precedents  to  be  wrong,  to  try  the  sense  of  the  v 
House  upon  it,  he  now  appealed  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
thereon. 

The  yens  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER  restated  the  question  and  the 
grounds  of  his  decision. 

The  question  was  then  put,  Shall  the  decision 
of  the  Cliair  stand  as  the  jiukment  of  the  IIou.se? 
and  it  was  decided  in  ihc'utHrniativo  by  yeas  and 
nays — yeas  9J,  nays  d5. 
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So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  asked  leave  to  offer  a 
resolulion  to  settle  tlie  point  for  the  future.  He 
believed  the  Cliuir  to  be  ri^lit  and  the  precedents 
to  be  wron::,  and  hence  he  desired  to  provide  by 
resolution  for  such  cases  hereafter. 

Objections  were  made,  and  the  resolution  was 
not  received. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  laying  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table,  and  was  decided  in  llie  nejjative 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Green  Adnms.  B:irrinsPr,  Barrow,  Boy- 
doM.  Burt.  CTn-ll,  Cliase,  (.'liiimimii,  Williamson  It.  VV. 
Ciilili,  Cnokc,  Ciozier.  Doiincll.  Diier,  Daiii'l  Duiicaii, 
GariK'lt  Duncan,  Dunn,  Eekert,  E  Iwanls,  i;nil>r.e,  Alex- 
andor  Evans,  Farrellv,  Fulton,  G  i\  Ic.  (icjitry,  (io-iJiin,  .lanios 
v..  Ilariiiilon,  .Vios.-s  Hampton,  lla-l«'ll,  Hill,  lliiliar<l,  I.  E. 
Holmes.  John  W.  lIou<laii,  liei",  JomjiIi  K.  Int:er.-oll.  Jen- 
kins, J  ihn  \V.  Jones,  Tliomas  B.  Kinj;,  t.ineoln,  Mcfler- 
nanrl,  Morelieail,  .MiiUin,  I'e\ton,  l'ie>ton,  Putnam,  R.jy- 
nolds,  JoImi  a.  Uorkwell,  Sliepperd,  Slierrill,  Stephens, 
Tliibnrleaiix,  Tompkins,  John  B.  Tiioiupson,  'J'oomb.s,  and 
Van  Dvke— .>!. 

N.\YS— Messrs.  John  Ciuincy  Adams,  Asluinin,  Bayly, 
Reale,  Bedineer,  liinjham,  Biidsall,  Black,  Blancliard, 
Holts,  liowdon,  Broilhcad,  Brady,  VYilliaiii  G.  Biown, 
Charlies  Brown,  Butler,  Canhy,  CaMicaU,  Beverly  L.  Clark, 
Hoivell  Cobh,  Cnllanier,  Collins,  Con^'er,  Cranston,  Crow- 
ell,  Cnininins,  Daniel,  Dickey,  Diekinson.  Dixon,  Nathan 
Evans,  Faran,  Peatherslon.  Ficklin,  Fisher,  Fries,  French, 
Gid  linK.s,  (Jreen,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Willard  P.  Hall,  Nathan 
K.  Hall,  Hanimons.  Harmanson,  liairis.  Henley,  Henry, 
Georije  S.  Honston^  (Inbliard,  Charles  J.  tngersoll,  Irvin, 
Jaiilicson,  Ainlrew  John-(Mi,  Jiunes  H.  JohnstMi,  Robert  VV. 
Johnson,  George  \V.  Jones,  KauOnan,  Kellogg,  Konnon, 
Daniel  P.  King,  I<ahin,  l-aSfire,  Sidney  Lawrence,  LetHer, 
Ligon,  Lord,  Lumpkin,  McClelland,  McDowell,  JIcHvaine, 
McLanc,  Maim,  Marsh,  Marvin,  Meade,  Miller,  Morris, 
Morse,  '.Iiirphy,  Nes,  Pi'aslee,  Peck,  Petrie,  Phelps,  Pills- 
hury,  KliFtt.  Itichardson,  liichey,  Robinson,  Rockhill,  Julius 
Rockwell,  Root,  Rnmsey,  Sawyer,  Schenek,  Simpson,  Sims, 
Slingerland,  Caleb  B.  .Smith,  Kohert  Smith,  Truman  Smith, 
&!tanton,  Starkweather,  Andrew  Stewart.  Charles  E.  .^tuart, 
Strohm,  Strons;,  Sylvester,  'J'aylor,  Thomas,  James  Thomp- 
son, Jacob  Thompson,  Richard  \V.  Thompson,  William 
Thompson,  Thurston,  Tuck,  Turner,  Venahle,  Vinton, 
Warren,  Wick,  JVilliams,  Wilson,  and  Woodward— 13o. 

So  the  House  decided  that  the  resolution  should 
not  be  laid  on  the  table. 

And  the  question  recurrins^  on  its  adoption — 

Mr.  BPcODHEAD  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;   which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  main  question  was  ordered  to 
be  now  put. 

Mr.  McLANE  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  voted. 

Mr.  SCHENCIC;  replied  that  he  was  within  the 
bar,  but  did  not  vole,  no  division  having  been 
taken  on  the  question. 

iVIr.  McLANE  raised  the  question,  then,  of  the 
right  of  the  gentleman  to  move  a  reconsideration. 

Tlie  SPEAKER  said,  the  rule  of  the  House 
had  been,  wlien  no  formal  division  was  made, 
that  any  gentleman  was  allowed  to  move  to  re- 
consider. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama.  Does  the  Chair 
decide  that  the  vote  by  which  the  previous  ques- 
tion is  seconded  can  be  reconsidered? 

The  SPEAKER.  Tlie  question  is  upon  recon- 
sidering the  vote  by  which  the  House  has  ordered 
the  main  question  to  be  now  put. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  put,  and  decided 
in  the  nes^ative,  by  yeas  and  nays:  Yeas  90,  nays 
92,  as   follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Jolm  tluincy  Adams,  Green 
Adams,  Ashmuti,  Barringer,  Barrow,  Bcieher,  Blancliard, 
Hotfs,  Boydon,  Braily,  Bnthr,  Cabell,  Clingman,  Cocke, 
Collanier,  Conger,  Cranston,  Crowell,  Crozier,  Dickey,  Dix- 
on, Donnell,  Dner,  Daniel  Duncan,  Garnett  Duncan,  Eek- 
ert, Edwards,  Enibree,  Alexander  Kvans.  Nathan  Evans, 
Farrellv  Fisher,  Fulton,  Gavie,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Go^'gin, 
Grinnell,  Hale,  Nal>,an  K.  Hall,  James  (;.  Hampton,  Mo- 
srti  Hanipton,  Haskell.  Henr\,  llilliard,  John  VV.  Houston, 
Hubbard,  Hudson,  Josepli  J!.  Inixirsoll,  Irvin,  John  W. 
Joni.v.  Kello-'. Thomas  Hntler  Kin.',  Daniel  P.  King,  Lin- 
coln. McHvaiiie,  Marsh,  Marvin,  \l(irehead,  MiiUin,  Nes, 
I'fndleloii,  Preston,  Putnam,  Keynolds,  Julius  Itockwell, 
John  A.  Rockwell,  Root,  Rnm-i'V,  St.  Jolm,  .-:clieiiek, 
Shcpperd,  Sherrill,  Slingerland  Calcdi  IS.  Smith,  Trnmaii 
Smith.  Steph'iis,  Andrew  .St(!wart,  .Strolini,  Sylvester, 
Thibodeaiix,  Taylor,  Tompkins,  Richard  W.  Thompson, 
Tooinbn,  Van  Dvke.  Vinton,  Warren,  and  Wilson— 90. 

NAYS— Messr.).  Baviv,  Beale,  Bedinger,  Bin!.'ljani,  Bird- 
sail,  Black,  Bowdon,  P.rodhead,  William  (;.  Brown,  Ciiaiies 
Brown,  Hurt.  Catheart.  <'l)ase,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Howell 
Coiib,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  (,'ollin-,  Cummins,  Daniel, 
Dickinson,  Dunn,  Faran,  Featlir;r  ton,  Ficklin,  Frii's, 
French.  Green,  Wifliard  P.  Hall,  H.uiiinons.  Harmanson, 
Harris,  Henley,  Hill,  (saa<'  )■;.  H.ilines.  (ieoriie  S.  Houston, 
Inge,  Chiirlns  J.  Iiigersidl,  Jamie~on,  Jenkins,  .Andrew 
Johnson,  Jamvs  IL  Johnson,  Uobirl  W.  Johnson,  (ieorge 
VV.  Jones,  Kanl'nian,  Iveninm,  Lahm,  La  Sen'.  Sidney 
Lawreiiec,  LeiHer,  Ligon,  Lumpkin,  McClelland,  M.Cl  r- 
nand,  McDowell,  McLaiie,  Mann,  Meade,  Miller,  Morris, 
Moritc,  Murphv,  I'easlec,  I'l-ek,  I'etrie,  PeMon,  Phelps, 
Pillibury,  RUctt,  Richardson,  Richey,  Robin.suii,  Rockhill, 


Sawyer,  Simpson,  Sims,  Smart,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton, 
Starkweather,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Strong,  Thomas,  James 
'J'liompson,  Jacob  Thoinpson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Wil- 
liam 'Phompson,  Thurston,  Turner,  Venable,  Wick,  Wil- 
liams, and   Woodward — 92. 

So  the  House  refused  to  reconsider  the  vote  on 
ordering  the  main  question  to  be  now  put. 

The  question  again  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution;  which  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbott,  John  Qiiincy  .\dams,  Ashmun, 
Belcher,  Blauehard,  Botts.  Boydon,  Brady,  Buckiier,  Col- 
lamer,  Conger,  Cranston,  Crowell,  l)icke\ ,  Dixon,  Nathan 
Evans,  Fisher,  Giddings,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall, 
Henry,  Hubbard,  flud'son,  Kellogg,  Daniel  P.  King,  McH- 
vaiiie.  Marsh,  i\Iarviii,  Julius  Rockwell,  Root,  Rnmsey, 
Seheiick,  Caleb  B.  Smitli,  J'ruman  Smitli,  Strohm,  Richard 
W.  Thompson,  Tuck,  Vinton,  Warren,  and  Wilson — 41. 

N.W'S— Messrs.  Green  .Vdains,  Haninger,  Barrow,  Bayly, 
Beale,  Bedinger,  Biimham,  Biidsall,  Black,  Bowdon,  Bred- 
head,  William  G.  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Burt,  Butler,  Cab- 
ell, Catheart,  Chase,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Clingman,  Howell 
Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cocke,  Collins,  Ciozier, 
Cummins,  Daniel,  Dickinson,  Domiell,  Duer,  Garnett  Dim- 
can,  Dunn,  Ed vvanis,  Embree,  Alexander  Evans,  Faran,  Far- 
rellv, FiMthersion,  Ficklin,  F'lies,  French,  Fulton,  Giiitry, 
Goggiii,  Green,  Wiilard  P.  Hall,  HammiMrs,  James  G.  Hamp- 
ton', Moses  Hampton,  Harmanson,  Harris,  Haskell,  Henley, 
Hill.  Hilliard,  Isaac  E.  Holmes,  George  S,  Houston,  Jidm 
W.  Houston,  Inge,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll, 
Irvin,  Jamieson,  Jenkins,  Andnnv  Johnson,  James  H.  John- 
son, Robert  W.  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  John  W,  Jones, 
Kaul'man,  Keiinoii,  Thomas  Butler  King,  Lahin,  La  S6re, 
Lawrence,  Leitler,  Ligon,  Lincoln,  Lumpkin,  McClelland, 
McClernaiid,  McDowell,  McLaiie,  Mann,  Miiade,  Miller, 
Morris,  Morse,  Miillin,  Murphy,  Nes,  Peaslee,  Peyton, 
Phelps,  Pillsbuiy,  Preston,  Putnam,  Rliett,  Reynulils,  Rich- 
ardson, Richey,  Roliinson,  Rockhill,  Jo'.in  A.  Rockwell,  .St. 
John,  Sawyer,  Shepperd,  Slierrill,  Simpson,  Sims,  Smart, 
Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  Starkweather,  Stephens,  Andrew 
Stewart,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Strong,  Sylvester,  Thibodeaiix, 
Tiiylor,  'J'homas,  Tompkins,  James  Tiiompson,  Jacob 
Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  William  'i'hoinpson,  'Phurs- 
ton,  Toombs, Turner,  Van  Dyke,  Venable,  Wick,  Williarus, 
and  Woodward — V.i". 

So  the  resolution  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  said  he  deeined  it  very  im- 
portant that  the  President's  Message  should  be 
taken  up  and  referred  to  the  various  standing  com- 
mittees; and  he  therefore  moved  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.     Disagreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRINNELL, 

Resolned,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  he  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  act  pass- 
ed at  the  last  session  (Mititled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  car- 
riage of  passengers  in  merciiant  vessels,"  so  that  the  area 
for  each  passenger  shall  be  the  same  in  all  cases,  and  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  be  request- 
ed to  transmit  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  the  petition  and 
accompanying  documents  of  Lavinia  Gardner,  of  Massachu- 
setts, widow  of  David  Gardner,  one  oi' the  crew  of  the  "Bon 
Homme  Richard,"  commanded  by  John  Paul  Jones. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  gave  notice  that  on  to-mor- 
row, or  some  subsequent  day,  he  would  ask  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  licenseyachts,  and  for  other  purposes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THURSTON, 

Resjlied,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  cxpedi<'iicy  of  building  a  breakwater 
on  Block  I.-land,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  and  that  they 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise.     • 

On  motion  of  Mr.  iMURPHY, 

Rcsoleed,  'Pliat  the  Committee  on  Commerce  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  rep  iriiiig  an  appiO|)riation  !or  the  remov- 
al of  the  rocks  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  in  tint  East  River, 
at  its  junction  with  th(^  river  Hudson,  obstructing  the  navi- 
gaticm  to  the  naval  station  in  that  harbor. 

Mr.  JENKINS  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow, 
or  some  subsequent  day,  lie  would  ask  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  regulate  the  compensation  of  post- 
masters, to  exempt  certain  newspapers  from  post- 
&'^e,  and  to  reduce  the  postage  on  transient  news- 
p.tpers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUER, 

Resolred,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  directed 
to  impiire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  a  drawback  of 
the  duty  paid  on  Canadian  ulieal.  upon  its  exportation  after 
having  been  maniifactiired  into  Hour  in  this  country. 

Mr.  DUER  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow,  or 
a  subsequent  day,  he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill  to  alter  the  terms  of  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  for  the  northern  district  of  New  York,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  N.  K.  HALL  moved  ihe  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Priming : 

Remb'fd,  'I'hat  there  b(!  printed,  for  the  use  of  this  House, 
live  thousand  copii's  of  the  report  of  Col.  J.  J.  Abc'rl,  of  the 
Cor|M  of  To|io;;rapliieal  Engineers,  which  wa«  cmiimuni- 
eated  to  the  Senate  on  the  KMi  ultimo  by  the  Secretary  of 
War.  Ill  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Stntae  of  the  17th 
of  January  Ust. 


Mr.  N.  K.  HALL  gave  notice  that  on  to-mor- 
row, or  on  some  subsequetit  day,  he  would  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  or  bills  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  repairs  tind  improvement  of  tlie  har- 
bor at  Butfalo,  New  York. 

Mr.  MULLIN  moved  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  read,  and  laid  over  under  the  rule  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  'i'reasnry  be  request- 
ed to  communicate  to  this  Hoii-e  the  amount  of  revenue 
collected  in  the  several  collection  districts  on  the  northern 
frontier  of  the  United  Stales  during  the  year  endinu  tlic  1st 
day  of  December,  1847;  together  with  the  names  of  all  per- 
sons employed  in  each  district,  and  the  oflices  they  respect- 
ively liold,  and  the  amount  paid  to  each  between  the  1st 
day'of  September,  1846,  and  the  Isl  day  of  December,  1847; 
and  whether  the  number  of  persons  employed  in  the  said 
districts  has  been  increased  or  diminished  during  the  period 
last  aforesaid,  and  the  reasons  for  such  increase  or  decrease. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NEWELL, 

Resolved,  Tkat  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  whether  any  plan  can  be  devised  whereby  the 
dangerous  navigation  along  the  coast  of  New  Jersey,  be- 
tween Sandy  Hook  and  Little  Egg  Harbor,  may  be  furnished 
with  additional  safeguards  to  iiie  and  property;  and  that 
they  report  to  this  House  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  plaiing  the  names 
of  Al.  xander  McClean,  Peter  Myers,  and  Joseph  Taylor, 
soldiers  of  the  late  war,  on  the  invalid  pension  list. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MANN, 

Resolved,  That  the  |)etition  and  papers  relating  to  the  claim 
of  the  heirs  of  Colonel  Archibald  Langhery,  who  was  killed 
by  the  Indians  in  1781,  while  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  praying  for  the  military  iKmiity  lands  to  which  their 
ancestor  was  entitled,  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  House 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pitblic  Lands. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  read,  and  laid  over  under  the 
rule : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  this 
House  whether  any  oftieial  notice  has  been  taken  by  this 
Goverumeut  or  its  Minister  in  Jingland,  by  correspondence 
or  otherwise,  of  the  threatening  and  offensive  terms  in  which 
the  British  Secret.ary  for  Foreign  Aflairs  is  credildy  reported 
to  have  S|)oken  in  his  place  in  the  Commons  House  of  Par- 
liament, lately,  of  what  he  treated  as  the  want  ol  public  faith 
in  the  United  States  punishable  by  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  DICKEY  moved  the  following  preannble 
and  resolution;  which  were  read  and  laid  over  un- 
der the  rule  : 

Whereas,  hi  the  prosecution  of  the  war  with  Mexico,  a 
slate  of  things  now  exists  which  threatens  the  very  existence 
of  her  nationality,  and  may  be  made  to  react  upon  the  insti- 
tutions of  our  own  beloved  country,  creating  a  domestic 
conflict  about  the  disposition  of  the  territory  that  may  be  ac- 
quired either  by  conquest  or  purchase  that  may  rend  asun- 
der this  glorious  Union  : 

And  whereas  war  is  at  all  times  a  great  evil,  always  to  be 
avoided  when  it  can  be  done  with  honor,  and  always  to  be 
terminated  whenever  it  can  be  done  with  justice  to  the  bel- 
ligerents: 

And  whereas,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  with  Mexico, 
the  United  States  has  sacriliced  the  lives  of  thousands  other 
citizens,  either  by  di.-ease  or  on  the  field  of  battle,  lias  ex- 
pended all  her  revenues,  and  contracted  a  debt  of  many  niil- 
iioiis  of  dollars  : 

And  whereas,  if  further  prosecuted  with  a  view  of  obtain- 
ing "indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for  the  future,"  it 
will  cost  us  millions  upon  millions  of  money,  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  valualde  lives,  and  requiring  increased 
taxation  to  sustain  the  credit  of  the  Government,  and  all 
that  we  shall  get  in  return  for  this  sacrifice  of  life,  and  ex- 
penditure of  money,  and  taxation  of  llie  people,  will  be  the 
jiirisdietion,  either  civil  or  niilitiry,  of  the  territories  con- 
quered, and  the  revenues  and  public  properly  belonging  to 
the  Government  of  Mexico: 

And  whereas,  as  by  the  law  of  nations  we  cannot  appro- 
priate the  properly  of  private  citizens  of  Mexico  by  way  of 
indemnity,  and  may  realize  nolliiiig  from  territory  which  we 
may  acquire  from  Mexico,  the  sooner  the  war  is  brought  to 
an  honoiahlc  terminaiioii  the  belter  it  will  be  for  the  people 
of  the  United  Stales,  who  have  to  bear  all  its  burdens  : 

And  whereas  the  p<'ople  of  the  United  Slates,  from  the 
nature  of  their  pnisuits,  must  desire  a  stale  of  peace  rather 
than  military  strife  and  violence;  the  .agriculturist,  the  man- 
uOicturer,  the  mechanic,  the  laborer,  the  merchant,  the  man 
of  science,  of  literal  lire,  of  law,  of  medicine,  and  the  teacher 
of  the  divine  precepts  of  our  holy  reliaion,  all  of  whose  oc- 
cupations are  peaeefal,  niiisl  desire  that  the  war  with  Mex- 
ico be  leniiinaled  at  thei'arliist  period  that  it  can  be  accotiH 
pli^hed  \\illi  honor  and  with  justice  :  Therefc.ri!, 

Resolved  Ini  Ihe  Seimle  and  llmse  of  Reiircacittiitivcs  of  the 
United  States  of  Jlmerien  in  Congress  nsseinhled,  That  a 
committee  of  live  inc'iiibers  of  ihi^  Senate  and  five  uiembeis 
of  the  House  of  l.'epreseritaMves  be  appointed,  vvliosc  duty  it 
shall  be  to  invite  .i  C(Mifereiiee  with  the  President  of  the 
I'liited  .<lalcs,  to  advi>e  and  eonsiill  upon  Ihe  best  moile  of 
terminattng  thi'  e\isiiiig  war  with  Mi^vico  in  a  Hianner  hon- 
orable anil  just  to  both  belligerents;  and  that  the  committee 
report  lo  each  House,  respectively,  the  result  of  the  eontVr- 
ciiee,  either  in  open  or  secret  session,  ns  may  be  by  them 
deemed  advisable. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRODHEAD, 

Resolved,  'I'hat  the  petilion  of  Benjamin  W  liitc,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, be  taken  fiom  the  files  of  iliii  House,  and  referred 
li)  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  moved  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  read,  and  laid  over  under 
the  rule: 
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Rcsolvci!,  Tlial  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  resolu- 
tion, it  sliall  not  he  in  order  to  entertain  a  motion  to  lay  upon 
llie  tahle  aCter  a  second  to  the  previous  que.^tion,  notwitli- 
standing  any  practice  or  precedents  to  tlie  contrary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BLANCH  ARD, 
ResoheJ,  'JMiat  tlie  Committee  on  Military  AfTairs  he  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  lociting  a  national 
foundry  in  the  town  of  HollidayshurL',  Blair  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Penn.sylvania, 
Resolred,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expedient  y  of  relieving  vessels  exclu- 
sively engajjed  in  the  coasting  trade  from  the  necessity  of 
taking  out  an  annual  license,  and  from  other  exactions  now 
required  by  law. 

Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  the 
follovvino:  preamble  and  joint  resolution  ;  which 
were  read,  and  laid  over  under  the  rule: 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  existing  war  with  Mexico, 
a  large  portion  of  tlie  territory  of  that  Repuhlic  has  hetn 
reduced  into  our  possession  by  the  army  and  navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales,  and  for  this  and  other  causes  it  has  Income 
difficult  if  not  impracticable  tore.-tore  a  [lermanent  and  hon- 
orable i)eace  by  any  treaty  thatcould  be  ratified  by  any  consti- 
tutional authority  in  Mexico  which  would  be  recognized  and 
observed  by  the  people  and  Slates  of  that  Kepublic,  and 
sanctioned  by  the  President  and  two-thi.'ds  of  the  Senate  of 
these  United  States;  and,  as  a  protracted  war  will  necess.a- 
rily  be  attended  with  a  vast  expenditure  of  blood  and  treas- 
ure on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  probably  result  in 
the  complete  conquest  and  permanent  subjug.ition  of  the 
whole  of  Mexico;  and  as  the  said  territory  is  now  free,  and 
must  roinain  so  until  its  character  he  changed  by  local  laws 
enacted  by  the  citizens  thereof: 

And  whereas  it  is  believed  that  the  people  of  that  country 
are  anxious  to  secure  for  themselves  and  their  posterity 
that  degree  of  tranquillity,  liberty,  and  protection,  which 
we  enjoy,  anil  that  the  prosperity  of  the  people  of  both 
countries,  and  the  cause  of  humanity,  peace,  and  civiliza- 
tion, would  be  proniotiyl  by  their  voluntary  union  under  one 
confederacy,  and  the  consequent  vast  enlargement  of  our 
home  marjtet,  and  free  interchange  of  their  staples  and 
specie  for  our  products  and  nuiuufactures: 

Be  it  therefore  raolvcd  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprc- 
sentiitives  of  the  United  States  of  .America  in  Congress  rissem- 
hieJ,  That  any  of  the  States  or  Territories  within  the  limits 
of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  now  occupied  by  the  armies  of 
the  United  Slates,  or  under  the  military  government  thereof, 
may  be  admitted,  from  time  to  time,  as  States  or  Territories 
of  the  American  Union,  upon  the  free  and  voluntary  appli- 
cation of  a  majority  of  the  people  of  such  State  or  Terri- 
tory lor  tliat  purpose,  and  the  presentation  by  them  to  Con- 
gress of  a  republican  constitution  or  form  of  government, 
in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

THANKS  TO   GEN.   TAYLOR THE   WAR. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware— previous  no- 
tice having  Ijeen  given — iiltroduced  the  following 
joint  resolution  of  thanks  to  Major  General  Tay- 
lor : 

Res'Ared  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Oont^ress  asseinhied,  That  the 
thanks  of  (Jongress  are  due,  and  they  are  hereby  tendered, 
to  Major  General  Zacliary  Taylor,  and  through  him  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular  army  and  of  the  volun- 
teers under  his  command,  for  their  indomitable  valor,  skill, 
and  good  conduct,  conspicuously  displayed  on  the  2r2d  and 
23d  days  of  February  last,  in  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  in 
defeating  a  numerous  Mexican  army,  consisting  of  four 
times  their  number,  and  composed  of  chosen  troops,  under 
their  favorite  commander.  General  Santa  Anna,  and  there- 
by obtaining  a  victory  over  the  enemy,  which,  for  its  signal 
and  brilliantcharacter,isunsurpassed  in  the  military  annals 
of  the  world. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  cause  to  be  struck  a  gold  medal,  with  devices 
emblematical  of  this  splendid  achievement,  and  presented 
to  Major  General  Taylor,  as  a  testimony  of  the  high  sense 
enterttiined  by  Congress  of  his  judicious  and  distinguished 
conduct  on  that  memorable  occasion. 

Rcsolned,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested tfi  cause  the  forecoirjg  resolutions  to  be  communi- 
cated to  M.ijor  General  Taylor  in  such  manner  as  he  may 
deem  best  calcidated  to  eil'ect  the  objects  thereof. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  desired  to  offer  an 
amendment,  which  he  sent  up  to  the  Clerk's  table, 
and  moved  the  previous  question  on  the  adoption 
of  the  niiiendmenl  and  resolutions. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  resolutions  were 
not  now  open  to  amendment. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  inquiied  if  they  could  now  be 
considered  as  a  matlerofcour.se  if  objections  were 
made. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  the  resolutions 
having  been  received,  they  would  now  be  read  a 
first  time  by  their  title.  After  the  first  reading,  if 
objections  were  made,  they  would  lie  over  for  a 
second  reading  until  to-morrow. 

The  resolutions  having  been  read  a  first,  and,  no 
oi)jection  being  made,  a  second  tiiTic 

Mr.  .TAMIESON  movc<l  their  commitment  to 
the  Commitire  on  Military  Allhirs. 

Mr.  I<2VANS  now  proposed  to  offer  liis  amend- 
ment, and  renewed  the  demand  for  the  i)reviou3 
question  thereon. 

The  SPI<"AKER  replied,  that  their  commitincnt 
being  culled  for,  Lliat  question  was  first  in  order. 


*  The  qyeslion  then  being  on  committing  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs — 

Mr.  GAYLE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  JAMIESON  withdrew  the  motion  to  com- 
mit. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  renewed  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  said,  he  appre- 
hended there  would  be  no  objection  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution.  No  gentleman  in  this 
House  would  vote  against  a  resolution  of  thanks  to 
General  Taylor  and  the  officersof  his  command. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
Delaware  that  debate  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  EVANS  again  intimated  his  desire  to  offer 
the  following  amend inent  : 

Resolved,  That  the  capitulation  of  Monterey  meets  with 
tlie  entire  sanction  and  appiobation  of  this  Congress;  and 
that  the  terms  of  that  capitulation  were  as  creditable  to  the 
humanity  and  skill  of  the  gallant  Taylor  as  the  achievement 
of  the  victory  of  Monterey  was  glorious  to  our  arms. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  the  SPEAK- 
ER, Mr.  SCHENCK,  Mr.  EVANS,  and  others. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  to  obviate  all 
difficulties,  moved  the  previous  question  on  the 
original  resolution 

The  previous  question  was  not  seconded. 

The  SPEAKER  again  announced  the  question 
to  be  on  the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affaiis. 

Mr.  HENLEY  moved  to  amend,  by  adding  an 
j  instruction  to  the  committee  to  add  the  words 
[  "  engaged  as  they  were  in  defending  the  rights  and 
I  honor  of  the  nation."  On  this  he  asked  for  the 
I  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding  the  words  "  in  a  war  unneces- 
sarily and  unconstitutionally  begun  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  McL  ANE  said,  before  he  recorded  his  vote, 
he  desired 

The  SPEAKER  interposed,  and  informed  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  that  debate  was  not  in 
order;  if  it  became  the  subject  of  debate,  if  would 
go  over  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McLANE  said  he  had  an  amendment  to 
offer. 

The  SPEAKER  said  no  amendment  was  in 
order  at  present. 

After  some  further  conversation,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered  pn  Mr.  Ashmun's  amendment 
to  the  amendment;  and,  being  taken,  they  resulted 
as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Gi.  Adams,  Ashmun,  Barringer, 
Barrow,  Belcher,  Bolts,  Brady,  BucknCr,  Canby,  Clingman, 
Cocke,  Collamer,  Conger,  Cran.-ton,  Crowell,  Crozier, 
Dickey,  Dixon,  Donnell,  Duer,  Diniel  Duncan,  Garnett 
Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckert,  Edw.ards,  Alexander  Evans,  Nathan 
Evans,  Fisher,  Fulton,  Gayle,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Goggin, 
Griiinell,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  James  G.  Hampton,  Has- 
kell, Henry,  John  \V.  Hou^ ton,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Irvin, 
Kellogg,  Thomas  Butler  King,  Daniel  P.  King,  J^incoln, 
Mcllvaine,  Marsli,  Marvin,  Mnllin,  Nes,  Newail,  Preston, 
Putnam,  Reynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell, 
Root,  Rumsey,  St.  John,  Sclienck,  Shejiperd,  Sherrill,  Slin- 
gcrland,  Caleb  B.  Smith, 'I'ruman  Smith,  Stephen-,  Andrew 
Stewart,  Sirohin,  Sylvester,  Tliibodeaux,  Taylor,  Tomp- 
kins, Richard  VV.  Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Toombs, 
Tuck,  Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  Warren,  and  V\'il»on — 85. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Beale,  Bedinger,  Birdsall,  Black,  Bow- 
don,  Brodhead,  William  G.  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Cath- 
cart.  Chase,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Howell  Cobb,  W^illiamson 
R.  W.  Cobb,  Cununins,  Daniel,  Dickinon.  Faran.  Fealher- 
ston,  Ficklin,  Fries,  French,  Green,  Willard  P.  IJnll,  IMo.-es 
Hampton,  Harmanson,  Harris,  Henley,  Hill,  George  S. 
Houston,  Inge,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jamieson,  Jenkins,  An- 
drew Johns(m,  Robert  W.  Johnson.  George  W.Jones,  Kauf- 
man, Kennon.  Lahm,  La  SCre,  Sidney  Lawrence,  Letfler, 
Lord,  Lumpliin,  McCielland,  McClernand,  McDowell,  Mc- 
Lane,  Mann,  Meade,  Miller,  Morris.  Morse,  Murphy,  Peas- 
lee,  Peck,  Phelps,  Pillsbury,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Richey, 
Robinson,  Rockliill,  Sawyer,  Sims,  Smart,  Robert  Smith, 
Stanton,  Starkweather,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Strong,  Thomas, 
James  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  WilliMin  Thompson, 
Thurston,  Turner,  Venahle,  Wick,  and  Williams — 81. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  inquired  if  it 
would  be  in  order  to  move  to  lay  the  amendment 
as  amended  on  the  table  . 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  COBB  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  amend- 
ment as  amended. 

Mr.  HALE  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  resolu- 
tion as  well  as  the  instructions,  ns  amended. 

The  instructions  as  amended  having  first  been 
read — 

Mr.  COBB  rose  and  said  :  The  amendment  of- 
fered by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Hi;n- 
LEY,]  as  amended  by  the  gentleman  iVom  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  AsiiMi'N,]  presented  such  a  remark- 
able issue  that  he  must  propose  to  discuss  it. 

The  sulijecl  accordingly^  lies  over  until  to-mor- 
row, under  the  rule. 


BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Previous  notice  having  been  given,  leave  wa.s 
granted,  and  bills  introduced,  as  follows  : 

By  Mr.  PEASLEE  :  A  bill  for  the  settlement 
of  the  claims  of  New  Hampshire  against  the  Uni- 
ted Stales;  which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  a  bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding  courts 
in  New  Hampshire;  which  was  twice  read,  and  re- 
feired  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut  :  A  bill 
to  revise  the  consular  system  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  tiine,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

And  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  January  4,  1848. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  the  petition  of 
Jones  and  Boker  and  others,  praying  the  repay- 
ment of  certain  treasury  notes  purloined  from  the 
post  office  where  they  had  been  deposited  for 
transmission  by  mail;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  the  petition  of  Henrick 
Aiker,  praying  an  extension  of  his  patent  for  an 
improvement  in  the  saw  set;  which  was  referred  to 
the  ConuTiittee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Offv.e. 

Mr.  BELL  presented  the  petition  of  Betsey 
Mcintosh,  a  Cherokee,  praying  payment  of  the 
money  awarded  her  by  the  Board  of  Cherokee 
Commissioners,  under  the  17th  article  of  the  treaty 
of  1835;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  the  petition  <if  the 
Keniiet  Monthly  IVIeeting  of  the  religious  Society 
of  Friends,  in  Chester  County,  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing llie  abolition  of  slavei-y  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  the  slave-trade  between  the  States; 
also  the  rejection  of  any  proposition  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  territory,  unless  provision  be  made  for 
the  expulsion  of  slavery  therefrom. 

The  motion  to  receive  the  memorial  being  ob- 
jected to — 

Ordered,  That  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  the  proceedings  of 
a  town  meeting  in  Philadelphia,  held  on  the  J8ih 
December,  1847,  approving  the  measures  pursued 
by  the  Administration  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  with  Mexico. 

In  presenting  these  proceedings,  Mr.  CAME- 
RON remarked,  that  he  agreed  with  those  com- 
posing the  meeting  in  every  particular,  and  that 
he  should  deem  it  his  duty,  as  a  Senator,  to  act  in 
accordance  with  their  wishes. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  CASS  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  communicate  to 
the  Senate  such  military  reports  as  luve  been  received  hy 
him  from  the  commander  of  our  army  in  .viexico  since  the 
transmission  of  his  annual  report,  and  that  the  same  be 
printed  with  his  annual  report. 

Mr.  BUTLER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  I'hat  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  giving  the  l^resident  authority  to 
promote  from  the  regular  army  such  officers  as  he  may 
think  prorier  to  select  to  any  new  grade  of  command,  to 
continue  during  the  war  with  Mexico,  witk  a  provision  that 
such  officer  or  officers  shall  not  lose  at  the  termination  of 
the  war  their  original  commissions,  or  any  of  the  rights 
incidcHt  thereto. 

OREGON. 

Ao;reeably  to  notice,  Mr.  BREESE  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  create  the  olfice 
of  Surveyor  General  of  public  lands  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Oregon,  and  to  grant  donation  rights  to  set- 
tlers therein,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
read  the  first  and  second  times  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice  of 
his  intention  to  ask  leave,  at  some  future  day,  to 
introduce  a  bill. 

Mr.  BADGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary AtTairs,  to  whom  was  rd'eri-cd  Ihe  memorial 
of  Chniles  L.  Dell,  reported  a  bill  for  his  relief; 
which  was  i-ead,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  engro.sscd  liill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wil- 
son was  read  a  third  time. 
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Resolved,  That  this  l)ill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  as  aforesaid. 

Onkred,  Tliat  the  Secretary  request  the  concur- 
rence of  tiie  House  of  Re|n-esentatives  tlierein. 

The  joint  resolution  to  create  a  board  to  ascer- 
tain and  determine  tlie  amount  of  each  of  the  claims 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  asjainst  Mexico 
was 'read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  claim 
of  Walter  11.  Johnson  against  the  United  States 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in 
Committeeof  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  being 
made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  enH;rossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

ResolMd,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  as  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  therein. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  administratrix  of  Elisha  L.  Keen,  deceased. 

No  auKMidment  bcingmade,  the  bill  was  rejiorted 
to  the  Senate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  engros-sed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time. 

Resoh-ed,  That  tins  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  as  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  thi.s  bill. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  concerning  certain 
collection  districts,  and  for  other  purposes;  and 
no  amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported  to  the 
Seriate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time. 

Resolced,  That  the  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  as  afoi-esaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  resolution  in  favor  cf 
David  Shaw  and  Solomon  T.  Corsci';  and  no 
amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported  to  the 
Senate. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  a  third  time. 

Resolved,  Tliat  this  resolution  pass,  and  that  the 
title  thereof  be  as  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  this 
resolution. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Rhodes  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  being 
made,  it  was  rc[)orted  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SF>VIER  called  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port, and  it  was  read  by  the  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  time. 

CONQUEST  OF  MEXICO. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SKVIliR,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  special  order  of 
the  (lay,  being  the  following  resolutions,  submitted 
by  Mr.  Calhoun,  on  the  1.5th  December: 

Ilcsolrcl.  That  t'l  C()ii<|iinr  Mivvico  ;iiiil  to  liold  it,  eitlier 
a<i  .-i  iirnviiice  or  111  iiicorpor.Uc  it  into  tlw  Ifiiiini,  uciiilil  he 
iiicotinisltiit  wyth  the  iivoweil  ohjtct  Ibr  wliirh  tin:  wur  lias 
lii.'Cii  pro-mciitRil ;  a  (loiiarluri;  from  llie  si'ttlid  puliry  nf  thi' 
G.>veriiiniriit;  in  c.-iiiflict  vvitli  its  cliaraitiT  anil  <,'i  iiius;  and 
ill  till!  imkI  siihv(!r.siv(!  of  our  fm'  ami  iioiiiiiar  iii>liliitiiin>:. 

Rcioliic.l,  'I'iiat  no  liiK^  ol'  poliry  in  ilir  InrlliiT  |iii)s(i<-n- 
Jioii  of  thf  war  should  he  adopttdwliicli  may  had  to  lOii-i:- 
iimrifiM  ."o  (hsiustroiis. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  :  In  oflVring,  Senators, 
these  resolutions  for  your  consideration,  I  have 
been  governed  by  the  reasons  which  induced  me  to 
oppo.se  the  war,  and  by  the  same  considerations  1 
liave  i)een  i;ver  since  guided.  In  alluding  to  my 
opposition  to  the  war,  I  do  not  inic'iid  to  notice  the 
reasons  which  governed  me  on  that  occasion,  fiu'- 
thcr  than  is  necessary  to  explain  my  motives  upon 
the  [)resent.  I  opposed  ti\e  war  then,  not  only  be- 
cause 1  considered  it  unnei;essary,  and  that  it 
niight  have  been  easily  avoided;  not  only  because 
1  tiiought  the  President  had  no  authority  to  order 


a  portion  of  the  territory  in  dispute  and  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Mexicans,  to  be  occupied  by  our 
troops;  not  only  because  I  believed  the  allegations 
upon  which  it  was  sanctioned  by  Congress,  were 
unfounded  in  truth;  but  from  hi^h  considerations 
of  reason  and  policy,  because  I  believed  it  would 
lead  to  great  and  serious  evils  to  the  country,  and 
greatly  endanger  its  free  institutions. 

But  after  the  war  was  declared,  and  had  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  the  Government,  I  acqui- 
esced in  what  I  could  not  prevent,  and  which  it  was 
impossible  for  me  to  arrest;  and  I  then  felt  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  limit  my  course  so  as  to  give  that  di- 
rection to  the  conduct  of  the  war  as  would,  as  i'ar 
as  possible,  prevent  the  evil  and  danger  with  which, 
in  my  opinion,  it  threatened  the  country  and  its 
institutions.  For  this  purpose,  at  the  last  session, 
I  suggested  to  the  Senate  a  defensive  line,  and  for 
that  purpose  I  now  oiler  these  resolutions.  This, 
and  this  only,  is  the  motive  which  governs  me.  I 
am  moved  by  no  personal  nor  party  considera- 
tions. My  obje(;t  is  neither  to  sustain  the  Execu- 
tive, nor  ttf  strengthen  the  Opposition,  but  simply 
to  dischai'ge  an  important  duty  to  the  country. 
But  I  shall  express  my  opinion  upon  all  points 
with  boldness  and  independence,  such  as  become 
a  Senator  who  has  nothing  to  ask,  either  from  the 
Government  or  from  the  people,  and  whose  only 
aim  is  to  diminish,  to  the  smallest  possible  amount, 
the  evils  incident  to  this  war.  But  when  I  come 
to  notice  those  points  in  which  I  ditfer  from  the 
President,  1  shall  do  it  with  all  the  decorum  which 
is  due  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Unio;i. 

When  1  suggested  a  defensive  line,  at  the  last 
session,  this  country  had  in  its  possession,  through 
the  means  of  its  arms,  ample  territory,  and  stood 
in  a  condition  to  force  indemnity.  Before  then, 
the  successes  of  our  arms  had  gained  all  the  con- 
tiguous portions  of  Mexico,  and  our  army  has 
ever  since  held  all  that  it  is  desirable  to  hold — 
that  portion  whose  population  is  sparse,  and  on 
that  account  the  more  desirable  to  be  held.  For 
I  hold  it  in  reference  to  this  war  a  fundamental 
principle,  that  when  we  receive  territorial  indem- 
nity, it  shall  be  unoccupied  territory. 

In  offering  a  defensive  line,  I  did  it  because  I 
believed  that,  in  the  first  place,  it  was  the  only 
certain  mode  of  terminating  the  war  successfully; 
I  did  it,  also,  because  1  believed  that  it  would  be 
a  vast  saving  of  the  sacrifice  of  human  life;  but, 
above  all,  1  did  so  because  I  saw  that  any  other 
line  of  policy  would  expose  us  to  tremendous 
evil,  which  these  I'csolutions  were  intended  to 
guard  against.  The  President  took  a  different 
view.  He  recommended  a  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  war — not  for  conquest :  tliat  was  disavowed — 
but  for  the  purpose  of  conquering  peace;  that  is, 
to  compel  Mexico  to  sign  a  treaty  making  a  suffi- 
cient cession  of  territory  to  indemnify  this  Gov- 
ernment both  for  the  claims  of  its  citizens  and  for 
the  expenses  of  the  war.  Sir,  I  opjiosed  this 
policy.  I  opposed  it,  among  other  reasons,  be- 
cause 1  believed  that  if  the  war  should  be  ever  so 
successful,  there  was  great  hazard  to  us,  at  least, 
that  the  object  intended  to  be  effected  by  it  would 
not  be  accomplished.  Congress  thought  differ- 
ently. Ample  provisions,  in  men  and  money, 
were  granted  for  carrying  on  the  war.  The  cam- 
paign has  terminated.  It  has  been  as  successful 
as  the  Executive  of  the  country  could  jiossibly 
have  calculated.  Victory  after  victory  has  fol- 
lowed in  succession,  without  a  single  reverse. 
Santa  Anna  was  repelled  and  defeated,  with  all  his 
forces.  Vera  Cruz  was  carried,  and  the  Castle 
with  it.  Jalapa,  Perote,  and  Puebia  fell;  and, 
after  two  great  triumphs  of  our  army,  the  gates 
of  Mexico  opened  to  us.  Well,  sir,  what  has 
been  accomplished.'  What  has  been  done?  Has 
the  avowed  object  of  the  war  been  attained.' 
Have  we  conquered  jieace.'  Have  we  obtained  a 
treaty.'  Have  vvc  obtained  any  indemnity  ?  No, 
sir:  not  a  single  object  contemplated  has  been 
edected;  and,  what  is  worse,  our  dilFiculties  are 
greater  now  than  they  were  then,  and  the  objects, 
forsooth,  more  difficult  to  reach  than  they  were 
before  the  campaign  commenced. 

Now  Senators  have  asked  what  has  caused  this 
complete  discomfiture  of  tlic  views  of  the  Execu- 
tive for  which  men  and  money  were  granted.'  It 
is  not  to  be  (charged  to  our  troops;  lliey  have  done 
all  that  skill  and  gallantry  wascapal)le  of  eH'ecling. 
It  must  be  charged  somewhere,  and  where  is  it  to 
be  charged,  but  upon  the  fact  thai  the  plan  of  the 
campaign  was  crroneoSs;  that  the  object  pursued 


was  a  mistake.'  We  aimed  at  indemnity  in  ^ 
wrong  way.  If  we  had  aimed  directly  to  it,  we 
had  the  means  to  accomplish  it  directly;  they 
were  in  our  hands.  But,  sir,  we  aimed  at  indem- 
nity through  a  treaty.  We  could  not  reach  it  by 
a  treaty  with  Mexico,  and  Mexico,  by  refusing  to 
treat  simply,  could  defeat  the  whole  object  which 
we  had  in  view.  We  put  out  of  our  own  power, 
and  in  her  hands  to  say,  when  the  war  should  ter- 
minate. ' 

We  have  for  all  our  vast  expenditure  of  money, 
for  all  the  loss  of  blood  and  men,  we  have  nothing 
but  the  military  glory  which  the  campaign  has 
furnished. 

We  cannot,  I  presume,  estigiate  the  expenses  of 
the  campaign  at  less  than  forty  millions  of  dollars. 
I  cannot  compute  the  sum  with  any  degree  of  pre- 
cision, but  1  believe  I  may  say  about  that  sum, 
and  between  the  sword  and  disease,  many  thou- 
sands of  lives,  probably  five,  six,  or  seven  thou- 
sand have  been  sacrificed;  and  all  this  for  nothing 
at  all. 

But  it  is  said  that  the  occupancy  of  a  defensive 
line  would  have  been  as  expensive  as  the  campaign 
itself.  The  President  has  assigned  many  reasons 
for  that  opinion,  and  the  Secretary  of  War  has 
done  the  same.  I  have  examined  these  reasons 
with  care.  This  is  not  the  proper  occasion  to  dis- 
cuss them;  but  I  must  say,  with  all  possible  defer- 
ence, they  are  to  ray  mind  utterly  fi\llacious.  I 
will  put  the  question  in  a  general  point  of  view,  and 
satisfy  the  minds  of  Senators  that  such  is  the  case. 

The  line  proposed  by  myself,  extending  from 
the  Pacific  Ocean  to  the  Paso  del  Norte,  would 
have  been  covered  by  the  Gulf  of  California,  and 
wilderness  peopled  by  hostile  tribes  of  Indians; 
and  for  its  defence,  nothing  would  have  been 
needed  beyond  a  few  vessels  of  war  stationed  in 
the  Gulf,  and  a  single  reginient.  From  the  Paso 
del  Norte  to  its  mouth,  we  can  readily  estimate 
the  amount  of  force  necessary  for  its  defence.  It 
was  a  frontier  between  Texas  and  Mexico  when 
Texas  had  not  more  than  150,000  of  a  population; 
without  any  standing  army  whatever,  and  very 
few  troops.  Yet  for  seven  years  Texas  maintain- 
ed that  frontier  line;  and  that,  too,  when  Mexico 
was  far  more  consolidated  than  she  is  now,  when 
her  revolutions  were  not  so  frequent,  her  resources 
in  money  were  much  gi'eater,  and  Texas  her  only 
opponent.  Can  any  man  believe  that  Mexico, 
exhausted  as  she  now  is,  prostrated  as  she  has 
been,  defeated — can  any  man  believe  that  it  will 
cost  as  much  to  defend  that  frontier  as  the  last 
campaign  has  cost.'  No,  sir.  I  will  hazard  noth- 
ing in  asserting  that  the  very  interest  of  the  money 
spent  in  the  last  campaign  would  have  secured  that 
line  for  an  indefinite  period,  and  that  the  men  who 
have  lost  their  lives  would  have  been  more  than 
sufficient  to  defend  it. 

So  much  for  the  past;  we  now  come  to  the  com- 
mencement of  another  campaign;  and  the  question 
is,  What  shall  be  done?  The  same  measunsare 
proposed.  It  is  still  "  a  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  war."  Tiie  measures  are  identically  the  same. 
It  is  not  for  conquest — that  is  now  as  emphaUcally 
disowned  as  it  was  in  the  first  instance.  The  ob- 
ject is  not  to  blot  Mexico  out  of  the  list  of  nations, 
for  the  President  is  emphatic  in  the  expression 
of  his  desire  to  maintain  the  nationality  of  Mexi- 
co. He  desires  to  see  her  an  independent  and 
flourishing  community,  and  assigns  strong  and  co- 
gent reasons  for  all  that.  Well,  sir,  the  question 
is  now.  What  ought  to  be  done?  We  are  now 
coming  to  the  practical  question.  Shall  we  aim  at 
carryingon  another  vigorous  campaign  under  pres- 
ent circumstances  ? 

Mr.  Prc"sident,  I  have  examined  this  question 
with  care,  and  I  repeat,  that  I  cannot  support 
the  recominendations  of  the  President.  There  are 
many  and  powerful  reasons,  stronger  than  those 
which  existed  at  the  commencement  of  the  last 
campaign,  to  justify  my  o|iposition  now.  The 
cost  in  money  will  be  vastly  greater.  There  is  a 
bill  for  ten  additional  regiments  now  before  the 
Senate,  and  another  bill  providing  for  twenty  regi- 
ments of  volunteers  has  been  reported,  making  in 
all,  not  less,  I  suppose,  than  twenty-five  thousand 
troops;  raising  the  numberof  troops  in  the  service — 
as,  I  presume,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afl'airs  can  inform  you-^to  not  much  less 
than  seventy  thousand  in  the  whole.  Well,  sir, 
the  expense  will  he  much  more  than  that  of  the 
lastcampaign.  It  will  cost  not  much  short  of  six- 
ty millions  of  dollars. 
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Now,  sir,  what  is  the  condition  of  tlie  money 
market  at  present  ?  Last  year  it  was  most  flourish- 
ing. An  unfortunate  famine  in  Europe  created  a 
great  demand  for  our  agricultural  products.  The 
balance  of  trade  was  in  our  favor.  If  money 
poured  out  at  one  end  of  the  sub-treasury,  it  poured 
in  at  the  other.  But  how  stands  the  case  now? 
We  stand  now  with  a  drain  both  ways.  The  ex- 
changes are  in  our  favor,  and  therefore,  instead  of 
gold  and  silver,  drafts  founded  on  exports  will  be 
remitted.  The  exchanges  in  Mexico  must  be  met 
either  by  remittances  in  gold  and  silver,  or  by 
drafts  drawn  in  favor  of  British  merchants,  or 
other  capitalists  there,  wliich  must  be  cashed  here 
and  also  transmitted  abroad.  Now,  sir,  what  will 
be  the  operation  of  this  state  of  things  ?  How  long 
can  this  continue  ?  What  is  the  present  price  of 
treasury  notes  and  of  stocks  in  the  market?  Are 
they  above  par  ?  No,  sir.  I  see  them  quoted  be- 
low par.  I  understand  the  treasury  notes  are  sen- 
sibly below  par,  and  stocks  still  lower.  Now, 
what  is  to  be  the  result?  So  long  as  treasury  notes 
are  below  par — so  long  as  tiiey  are  the  cheaper 
medium — the  end  of  it  will  be,  that  treasury  notes 
will  go  into  the  treasury,  and  specie  come  out  of 
it.  There  is  very  great  danger  that  at  last  your 
treasury  will  be  drained  to  the  bottom. 

Now,  sir,  in  this  state  of  things,  what  can  pos- 
sibly follow?  A  great  commercial  crisis — a  great 
financial  crisis — even,  possibly,  a  suspension  of  the 
banks.  I  do  not  pretend  to  deal  in  the  language  of 
panic;  but  there  is  danger  of  all  this,  of  which  there 
was  not  the  slightest  apprehension  at  the  com- 
mencement of  la^t  session.  At  present,  there  is 
great  danger.  The  great  difficulty  in  prosecuting 
your  camimign  will  be  to  obtain  money.  Men  you 
may  raise,  but  money  it  will  be  difficult  to  get.  I 
lately  conversed  with  a  gentleman  who  ought  to 
know  these  things  better  than  myself,  and  he  sup- 
posed that  forty  millions  of  dollars  would  be  re- 
quired, either  in  the  shape  of  treasury  notes  or 
stocks,  to  carry  on  the  campaign.  I  asked  at 
what  price  money  could  be  imd;  and  the  reply 
was,  that  it  would  be  at  the  rate  of  ninety  for  one 
hundred;  which  would  be  rather  more  than  seven 
per  cent.,  I  believe. 

But,  sir,  these  are  not  the  only  objections,  for- 
midable as  they  are.  The  farther  you  proceed, 
the  difficulties  will  increase.  I  do  not  see  the 
slightest  chance  that  can. tend  to  the  realization  of 
what  it  is  avowed  the  prosecution  of  the  war  is 
intended  to  accomplish.  The  object  is  to  obtain 
a  treaty.  We  no  longer  hear  of  conquering  a 
peace,  but  of  obtaining  an  honorable  treaty;  the 
meaning  of  which  is,  neither  more  nor  less  than 
that  we  are  to  obtain  a  treaty  from  Mexico,  giving 
us  a  cession  of  land  equal  to  the  whole  indemnity 
already  stated  in  the  former  part  of  my  remarks. 
Well,  sir,  as  it  strikes  me,  whether  the  war  is  suc- 
cessful or  unsuccessful,  it  must  certainly  end  in 
the  defeat  of  the  object,  for  the  attainment  of  which 
it  is  avowedly  prosecuted.  If  the  war  be  unsuc- 
cessful, I  need  notarguc  the  point.  If  we  should 
be  baffled  in  our  arms — as  I  trust  we  will  not  be, 
and  I  think  is  not  very  likely  to  be  the  case — but 
if  circumstances  should  prove  unfortimnte  for  us, 
and  we  should  not  be  able  to  accomplish,  in  a  mili- 
tary point  of  view,  what  is  characterized  as  a  vig- 
orous prosecution  of  the  war,  then  certainly  there 
will  be  no  treaty.  I  take  higher  ground.  I  insist 
upon  it  that  the  more  successfully^this  war  is  pro- 
secuted the  more  certain  will  be  the  defeat  of 
the  object  designed  to  be  accomplished,  whilst  the 
objects  di.savowed  will  be  accomplished. 

How  is  a  successful  war  to  be  carried  on?  What 
is  the  object  of  it?  What  is  it  intended  to  effect? 
lean  see  but  one  thing  to  be  effected.  It  is  to 
suppress  all  resistance  in  Mexico,  to  overpower 
and  disperse  her  army,  to  overthrow  her  civil 
Government,  and  to  leave  her  without  any  further 
power  of  resistance.  Well,  Mr.  President,  if  that 
be  done,  what  is  the  result?  How  are  you  to  get 
an  honorable  peace?  It  takes  but  one  party  to 
make  war— two  parties  to  make  peace.  If  all 
authority  in  Mexico  be  overthrown,  if  there  be  no 
legitimate  power  with  whom  to  negotiate,  how  arc 
you   to  accomplish  those  objects  which  it  is  pro- 


claimed this  vigoroiis  proRccution  of  the  war  is 
intended  to  effect?  Sir,  you  are  defeated  ijy  your 
success.  That  will  be  the  clear  and  inevitable 
result.  But  what  do  you  accomplish  ?  The  very 
object  which  you  disavow.  For  if  the  war  should 
be  so  prosecuted,  where  will  be  the  nationalit)?  of 
Mexico?  Where  her  separate  existence  ?  Where 
this  free  Republic  with  whom  you  desire  to  treat? 
Gone  !  We  liave  blotted  her  out  of  the  list  of 
nations.  She  has  become  a  mere  mass  of  individ- 
uals without  any  political  existence,  and  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  country,  f>t  least  for  the  time  being, 
is  transferred  to  us.  Now,  Mr.  President,  this  is 
not  only  a  conclusion  from  reasonins"  upon  this 
subject,  but  it  is  one  to  which,  if  I  understand  the 
President  aright,  he  comes,  with  a  single  excep- 
tion, and  that  a  mere  contingency  not  likely  to 
take  place.  The  President  has  very  much  the 
same  conception  of  the  object  of  a  vigorous  war 
as  I  liave  presented.  He  says  that  the  great 
difficulty  of  getting  peace  results  from  this,  that 
the  people  of  Mexico  are  divided  under  factious 
chieftains,  and  that  the  cjiieftain  in  power  dares 
not  give  peace  because  his  rival  would  then 
be  able  to  turn  him  out;  and  that  the  only  way 
to  remedy  this  evil  and  obtain  a  treaty,  is  to  put 
down  the  whole  of  them.  Well,  what  is  to  be 
done  then?  Is  the  thing  to  stop  there?  No.  We 
are  then  to  build  up  again,  and  establish,  under  our 
po\Yer  and  protection,  a  republican  form  of  go v- 
erniTient  from  the  citizens  who  are  well  disposed, 
which  he  says  are  numerous,  and  are  prevented 
from  obtaining  it,  only  by  fear  of  those  military 
chiefs.  And  it  is  with  this  government,  sir,  which 
is  to  grow  up  under  the  encouragement  and  pro- 
tection of  our  army — to  be  established  by  their 
authority — that  it  is  pi-oposed  to  treat,  in  order  to 
obtain  peace.  I  must  confess  I  am  a  little  at  a  loss 
to  see  how  a  free  and  independent  republic  can 
grow  up  under  the  protection  and  authority  of  its 
conqueror.  I  do  not  see  how  such  a  government 
can  be  established  under  his  authority.  I  can 
readily  understand  how  an  aristocracy — how  a 
kingly  government — a  despotism,  might  be  estab- 
lished by  a  conqueror.  But  how  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent republic  can  grow  up  under  such  circum- 
stances, is  to  me  incomprehensible.  I  had  always 
supposed  that  republican  government  was  the 
spontaneous  work  of  the  people — that  it  came 
from  the  people — from  the  hearts  of  the  people — 
that  it  was  supported  by  the  hearts  of  the  people, 
and  that  it  required  no  support — no  protection 
from  any  quarter  whatever.  But,  sir,  it  seems 
that  these  are  antiquated  notions — obsolete  ideas 
— and  that  we  may  now  manufacture  republics 
to  order,  by  authority  of  a  conquering  govern- 
ment. 

But  suppose,  sir,  all  these  difficulties  surmount- 
ed: How  can  you  make  a  free  g'overnment  in 
Mexico?  Where  are  your  materials?  It  is  to  be, 
I  presume,  a  confederated  government  like  our 
own.  Where  is  the  intelligence  in  Mexico  ade- 
quate to  the  construction  of  such  a  government? 
That  is  what  she  has  been  aiming  at  for  twenty- 
odd  years;  but  so  utterly  incompetent  are  her  peo- 
ple for  the  work,  that  it  iias  been  a  complete  fail- 
ure from  beginning  to  end.  The  great  body  of  the 
intelligence  and  wealth  of  Mexico  is  concentrated 
in  the  priesthood,  who  are  altogether  disinclined 
to  that  form  of  government.  Then  the  owners  of 
the  haciendas — thelarge  planters  of  the  country — ■ 
who  comprise  almost  all  the  remaining  mass  of 
intelligence,  are  without  opportunities  of  concert, 
and  destitute  of  the  means  of  forming  such  a  gov- 
ernment. Sir,  such  a  government  would  be  im- 
possible; and  if  put  up,  would  tvmible  down  the 
very  next  day  after  our  protection  was  withdrawn. 
It  appears  to  me  to  be  a  far  more  plausible  plan, 
if  it  is  determined  to  have  peace,  to  sustain  the 
Government  that  now  exists  in  Mexico,  or  rather, 
to  refrain  from  putting  it  down.  Let  it  grow  u)i 
and  mature  itself.  I  have  conversed  with  several 
of  the  officers  of  the  army — men  of  intelligence — 
on  this  subject,  and  all  agree  in  the  opinion  that 
the  mere  shadow  of  a  government  which  now  re- 
mains at  Ciucretaro,  will  have  no  authority  what- 
ever; and  that  if  we  were  to  make  a  peace  in  any 


degree  conformatory  to  our  view  of  what  a  peace 
ought  to  be,  the  very  moment  we  withdraw,  it 
would  all  be  overthrown;  and  what  then?  The 
very  country  assigned  to  us  by  the  peace  for  an 
indemnity,  we  must  either  hold  defensively  and  be 
brought  back  ultimately  to  the  defensive  line,  which 
would  be  the  end  of  the  whole  of  it;  or,  return  and 
renew  this  war  till  it  terminates  in  the  conquest  of 
the  country. 

I  protest  utterly  against  this  Government  under- 
taking to  build  up  any  government  in  Mexico  with 
the  pledge  of  protection.  Tlie  party  placed  in 
power  must  be  inevitably  overthrown,  and  we  will 
be  under  the  solemn  obligation  to  return  and  rein- 
state them  in  power;  and  that  would  occur  again 
and  again,  till  the  country  would  fall  into  our 
hands  precisely  as  Hindostan  fell  into  the  Lands 
of  the  English.  This  very  conquest  of  Hindostan, 
which  we  have  been  censuring  for  years  and  years, 
ever  since  I  recollect,  was  the  result  of  mistaken 
policy,  leading  on  from  step  to  steji,  each  one 
deeper  and  deeper — scarcely  any  design  of  con- 
quest being  entertained;  but  ultimately  conquest 
becarne  unavoidable,  and  it  was  necessary  not  only 
to  hold  the  countr)^,  but  to  conquer  the  adjacent 
territory. 

Well,  sir,  if  this  contingency  follows — if  the 
Executive  fails  in  establishing  another  government 
there  under  our  encouragement  and  pretection,  and 
if  the  Government  itself  shall  refuse  to  make  a 
treaty  with  us  on  such  terms  as  we  will  accept  in 
regard  to  indemnity,  then  the  President  himself 
agrees  that  he  nnust  take  the  very  course  which  I 
have  said  would  be  the  inevitable  consequence  of  a 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  The  President 
says  in  substance,  after  having  attempted  to  build 
up  such  a  government — after  having  employed  the 
best  eflx)rts  to  secure  peace  upon  the  most  liberal 
terms,  if  all  fail — I  now  give  his  own  words — if  all 
fail,  we  must  hold  on  to  the  occupation  of  the 
country;  we  must  take  the  measure  of  indemnity 
into  our  own  hands,  and  enforce  such  terms  as  the 
honor  of  the  country  demands.  Now,  sir,  what  is 
this?  Is  it  not  an  acknowledgment,  that  if  this 
factitious  government,  which  is  aimed  at,  cannot 
be  built  up,  we  must  make  a  conquest  of  the  whole 
country  and  occupy  it  ? — can  words  be  stronger  .'^ — 
"  Occupy  the  country."  Take  the  full  measure 
of  indemnity — no  defensive  line — no  treaty;  and 
enforce  terms — terms  on  whom  ?  on  the  govern- 
ment? No — no- — no.  It  is  to  enforce  the  terms  on 
the  people  individually;  that  is  to  say,  to  establish 
agovernment  over  them  in  the  form  of  provinces. 

Well,  the  President  is  right.  If,  in  the  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war,  as  the  President  proposes, 
the  contingency  should  fail — and  the  chances  of 
its  failure  are  many — there  will  be  no  retreating. 
Every  argument  against  calling  back  the  army,  as 
they  designate  it — against  taking  a  defensive  line — 
which  is  now  advanced,  will  have  double  force 
after  you  have  spent  sixty  millions  of  dollars,  and 
have  acquired  possession  of  the  wliole  of  Mexico. 
The  interests  in  favor  of  keeping  us  there  will  be 
much  more  influential  then  than  now.  The  army 
itself  will  be  larger.  Those  who  live  by  the  war — 
a  large  and  powerful  body  :  the  numerous  con- 
tractors, the  sutlers,  the  merchants,  the  specula- 
tors in  the  lands  and  mines  of  Mexico,  and  all  en- 
gaged every  way,  directly  or.  indirectly,  in  the 
progress  of  the  war,  and  absorbing  the  whole  ex- 
penditures— will  be  all  adverse  to  retiring,  and  will 
swell  the  cry  in  favor  of  continuing  and  extending 
conquest.  The  President  talks,  sir,  of  taking  in- 
demnity into  our  hands  then;  but  why  not  lake  in- 
demnity now?  We  are  much  nearer  indemnity 
now  than  we  will  be  at  the  end  of  the  next  cam- 
paign, when  wc  shall  have  sixty  millions  added 
to  the  expenditure  of  the  last  forty.  What  will 
you  then  have  to  indemnify  you?  Nothing  but  a 
Mexican  population,  on  whom  you  are  to  impose 
taxation  in  all  forms  and  shapes,  and  amongst 
which  you  will  have  to  maintain  an  army  of  at 
least  forty  thousand  men — according  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Davis,]  not  a  very 
large  number,  for  lie  says  that  the  seventy-three 
thousand  men  now  the're  are  m  danger.  That, 
then,  is  no  indemnity  at  all.     You  will  nsver  get 
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enough  in  that  way  to  meet  your  expenditures.  It 
will  all  have  to  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States;  and,  after  all  the  talk 
of  indemnity— of  pushing  on  this  war  vigorously 
to  success— at  the  end  of  the  next  campaign,  in- 
stead of  indemnity,  you  will  have  a  heavy  pecu- 
niary burden  imposed  upon  the  present  and  suc- 
ceeding generation. 

Well,  Mr.  President,  we  have  now  come  tq  the 
solemn  question  proposed  by  these  resolutions.  I 
have  shown  where  this  line  of  policy  will,  in  all 
probability,  lead  you — I  may  say,  will  inevitably 
lead  you,  unless  some  unexpected  contingency 
should  prevent.  It  will  lead  to  the  blotting  out  of 
the  nationality  of  Mexico,  and  the  throwing  of 
eight  or  nine  millions  of  people  without  a  govern- 
ment, on  your  liaiuls.  It  will  compel  you,  in  all 
probability,  to  assume  the  government,  fori  think 
there  will  be  very  little  prospect  of  your  retiring. 
You  must  either  hold  tlie  country  as  a  jjrovince, 
or  incorporate  it  into  your  Union.  Shall  we  do 
either?  That's  the  question.  Far  from  us  be 
such  an  act,  and  for  the  reasons  contained  in  the 
resolutions. 

The  first  of  these  reasons  is  this  :  it  would  be 
inconsistent  with  the  avowed  object  for  which  the 
war  has  been  prosecuted.  That  needs  no  argu- 
ment, after  what  has  been  said.  Since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  till  this  moment,  every 
man  has  disavowed  the  intention  of  conquest — of 
extinguishing  the  existence  of  Mexico  as  a  peo- 
ple. It  has  been  constantly  proclaimed  that  the 
only  object  was  indemnity.  And  yet,  sir,  as  events 
aie  moving  on,  what  we  disavow  may  be  accom- 
plished, and  what  we  have  avowed  may  be  de- 
feated. Sir,  this  result  will  be  a  dark  and  lasting 
imputation  on  either  the  sincerity  or  the  intelli- 
gence of  this  country:  on  its  sincerity,  because  so 
oijposite  to  your  own  avowals;  on  your  intelli- 
gence, for  the  want  of  a  clear  foresight  in  so  plain 
a.  Case  as  not  to  discern  the  consequences. 

Sir,  we  have  heard  how  much  glory  our  country 
has  acquired  in  this  war.  I  acknowledge  it  to  the 
full  amount,  Mr.  President,  so  far  as  military  glory 
is  concerned.  The  army  has  done  nobly,  chival- 
rously; they  have  conferred  honor  on  the  country, 
for  which  I  sincerely  thank  them. 

Mr.  President,  I  believe  all  our  thanks  will  he 
confined  to  our  army.  So  far  as  I  know,  in  the 
civilized  world  there  is  no  approbation  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  civil  portion  of  our  power.  On  the 
contrary,  everywhere  the  declaration  is  made  that 
we  are  an  ambitious,  unjust,  hard  people,  more 
given  to  war  than  any  people  of  modern  times. 
Whether  this  be  true  or  not,  it  is  not  for  me  to 
inquire.  I  am  speaking  now  merely  of  the  repu- 
tation which  we  bear  abroad — everywhere,  I  be- 
lieve; for  as  much  as  we  have  gained  in  military 
reputation  abroad,  I  regret  to  perceive,  we  have  lost 
in  our  political  and  civil  reputation.  Now,  sir, 
much  as  I  regard  military  glory;  much  as  I  lejoice 
to  behold  our  people  in  possession  of  the  indomi- 
table energy  and  courage  which  surmount  all  difii- 
cultifcs,  and  which  class  them  amongst  the  first 
militciry  people  of  tlie  age,  I  would  be  very  sorry 
indeed  that  our  Government  should  lose  any  repu- 
tation for  wisdom,  moderation,  discretion,  justice, 
and  those  other  high  qualities  which  have  distin- 
guished us  in  the  early  stages  of  our  history. 

The  next  reason  which  my  resolutions  assign, 
is,  that  it  is  without  example  or  precedent,  either 
to  hold  Mexico  as  a  province,  or  to  incorporate 
her  into  our  Union.  No  example  of  such  a  line 
of  policy  can  be  found.  We  have  conquered 
many  of  the  neighboring  tribes  of  Indians,  but  we 
never  thought  of  holding  them  in  subjection — 
never  nf  incorporating  them  into  our  Union.  They 
have  either  been  left  as  an  independent  people 
amongst  us,  or  been  driven  into  the  forests. 

I  know  further,  sir,  that  we  have  never  dreamt 
of  incorporating  into  our  Union  any  but  the  (Cau- 
casian race — the  free  white  race.  To  incorporate 
Mexico,  would  be  the  very  first  instance  of  the 
kind  of  incorporating  an  Indian  race;  for  more  than 
half  of  the  Mexicans  are  Indians,  and  the  other 
is  composed  chiefly  of  mixed  tribes.  I  protest 
iigainst  .such  a  union  as  that!  Ours,  sir,  is  the 
Government  of  a  white  race.  The  greatest  mis- 
fortunes of  Spanish  America  are  to  be  traced  to 
the  fatal  error  of  placing  these  colored  races  on  an 
equality  with  the  white  race.  That  error  dc-stroyed 
the  social  arrangement  which  formed  the  liasis  of 
Hociety.  The  Portuguese  and  ourselves  have 
escaped — the  Portuguese  at  iea.si  to  some  extent — 


and  we  are  the  only  people  on  this  continent  v^iich 
have  made  revolutions  without  being  followetl  by 
anarchy.  And  yet  it  is  professed  and  talked  about 
to  erect  these  Mexicans  into  a  Territorial  Govern- 
ment, and  place  them  on  an  equality  with  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  I  protest  utterly  against 
such  a  project. 

Sir,  it  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  in  the  whole 
history  of  man,  as  far  as  my  knowledge  extends, 
there  is  no  instance  whatever  of  any  civilized  color- 
ed races  being  found  equal  to  the  establishment 
of  free  popular  government,  although  by  far  the 
largest  portion  of  the  human  family  is  composed 
of  these  races.  And  even  in  the  savage  stale  we 
scarcely  find  them  anywhere  with  such  govern- 
ment, except  it  be  our  noble  savages — for  noble  I 
will  call  them.  They,  for  the  most  part,  had  free 
institutions,  but  they  are  easily  sustained  amongst 
a  savage  people.  Are  we  to  overlook  this  fact.' 
Are  we  to  associate  with  ourselves  as  equals,  com- 
panions, and  fellow-citizens,  the  Indians  and  mixed 
race  of  Mexico.'  Sir,  I  should  consider  such  a 
thing  as  fatal  to  our  institutions. 

The  next  two  reasons  which  I  assigned,  were, 
that  it  v/ould  be  in  conflict  with  the  genius  and 
cliaracter  of  our  institutions,  and  subversive  of  our 
free  government.  I  take  these  two  together,  as 
they  are  so  intimately  connected;  and  now  of  the 
first — to  hohi   Mexico  in  subjection. 

Mr.  President,  there  are  some  propositions  too 
clear  for  argument;  and  before  such  a  body  as  the 
Senate,  I  should  consider  it  a  loss  of  time  to  un- 
dertake to  i)rove  that  to  hold  Mexico  as  a  subjected 
province  would  be  hostile,  and  in  conflict  with  our 
free  popular  institutions,  and  in  the  end  subversive 
of  them.  Sir,  he  who  kno*vs  the  American  Con- 
stitution well — he  who  has  duly  studied  its  char- 
acter— he  who  has  looked  at  history,  and  knows 
what  has  been  the  eflfect  of  conquests  of  free  States 
invariably,  will  require  no  proof  at  my  hands  to 
show  that  it  would  be  entirely  hostile  to  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  country  to  hold  Mexico  as  a  prov- 
ince. There  is  not  an  example  on  record  of  any 
free  State  even  having  attempted  the  conquest  of 
tiny  territory  approaching  the  extent  of  Mexico 
without  disastrous  consequences.  The  nation 
conquered  have  in  time  conquered  the  conquerors 
by  destroying  their  liberty.  That  will  be  our 
case,  sir.  The  conquest  of  Mexico  would  add 
so  vast  an  amount  to  the  patronage  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, that  it  would  absorb  the  whole  power 
of  the  States  in  the  Union.  This  Union  would 
become  im[)erial,  and  the  States  mere  subor- 
dinate corporations.  But  the  evil  will  not  end 
there.  The  process  will  go  on.  The  same  pro- 
cess by  which  the  power  would  be  transferred 
from  the  States  to  the  Union,  will  transfer  the 
whole  from  this  department  of  the  Government 
(I  speak  of  the  Legislaiure)  to  the  Executive.  All 
the  added  power  and  added  patronage  which  con- 
quest will  create,  will  pass  to  the  Executive.  In 
the  end,  you  put  in  the  hands  of  the  Executive  the 
power  of  conquering  you.  You  give  to  it,  sir, 
such  splendor,  such  ample  means,  that,  with  the 
principle  of  proscription  which  imfortunately  pre- 
vails in  our  country,  the  struggle  will  be  greater 
at  every  Presidential  election  than  our  institu- 
tions can  jjossibly  endure.  The  end  of  it  will  be, 
that  that  branch  of  the  Government  will  become 
all-powerful,  and  the  result  is  inevitable — anarchy 
and  despotism.  It  is  as  certain  as  that  1  am  this 
day  addressing  the  Senate. 

Sir,  let  it  not  be  said  that  Great  Britain  furnishes 
an  example  to  the  contrary — that  she  holds  prov- 
inces of  vast  extent  of  population  without  mate- 
rially impairing  the  liberty  of  the  citizens,  or 
exposing  her  to  anarchy,  confusion,  or  corruption. 
It  is  so.  But  what  is  the  explanation.'  Of  all 
Governments  that  ever  existed,  affording  any  pro- 
tection whatever  to  liberty,  the  English  Govern- 
ment far  ti-anscends  them  all  in  that  respect.  She 
can  bear  more  patronage  in  proportion  to  her  pop- 
ulation and  wealth,  than  any  Government  of  that 
form  that  ever  existed;  nay,  to  go  farther,  than 
can  despotism  in  ils  most  absolute  form.  I  will 
not  go  into  the  philosophy  of  this.  That  would 
take  me  farther  from  the  track  than  I  desire.  But 
I  will  .say  in  a  very  few  words,  it  results  from  the 
fact  that  her  Executive  and  the  House  of  Peers, 
the  conservative  branch  of  her  Government,  are 
both  hereditary.  The  Roman  Government  may 
have  exceeded,  and  did  exceed  the  British  Gov- 
ernment in  its  power  for  conquest;  but  no  jieople 
ever  did  exist,  and  probably  never  will  exist,  with 


such  a  capacity  for  conquest  as  that  people.  But 
the  capacity  of  Rome  to  hold  subjected  jirovinces, 
was  as  nothing  compared  to  that  of  Great  Britain, 
and  hence,  as  soon  as  the  Roman  power  passed 
from  Italy  beyond  the  Adriatic  on  one  side,  and 
the  Alps  on  the  other,  and  the  Mediterranean,  their 
liberty  fell  prostrate — the  Roman  people  became  a 
rabble — corruption  penetrated  everywhere,  and 
violence  and  anarchy  ruled  the  day.  Now,  we 
see  England  with  dependant  provinces  of  vastly 
greater  territorial  extent,  and  probably  not  less  in 
population — 1  have  not  examined — we  see  her  go- 
ing on  without  impairing  personal  liberty  or  ex- 
posing the  Government  to  violence  or  anarchy. 
Yet  the  Enu;lish  have  not  wholly  escaped.  Al- 
though they  have  retained  their  liberty,  and  have 
not  fallen  into  anarchy  and  despotism,  yet  we  be- 
hold the  ]iopulation  of  England  crushed  to  the 
earth  by  the  superincumbent  weight  of  debt.  Re- 
flecting on  that  Government,  1  have  ofien  thought 
that  there  was  only  one  way  in  which  it  coulil 
come  to  an  end — that  the  weight  of  the  superstruc- 
ture would  crush  the  foundation — that  the  wealth 
accumulated  in  part  by  these  very  conquests  by 
the  higher  classes,  would  crush  the  laboring  masses 
below.  But  has  slie  obtained  indemnity  from  all 
her  subjected  provinces.'  On  the  contrary,  instead 
of  drawing  the  means  of  supporting  herself  from 
them,  has  she  not  been  compelled  to  resort  to  the 
labor  of  her  own  population  to  hold  them  in  sub- 
jection? And  has  she  not  thrown  a  burden  upor» 
them,  which,  with  all  their  industry  and  skill — 
with  all  their  vast  accumulation  of  capital  and 
power  of  machinery,  they  are  incapable  of  bear- 
ing without  being  reduced  to  poverty?  Take  even 
her  earliest  and  nearest  conquest — the  neighboring 
island  of  Ireland — is  it  not  to  this  day  a  source  of 
heavy  expense,  and  a  burden  to  her,  instead  of  a 
source  of  revenue? 

But  while  the  English  Government  has  such  vast 
power  of  holding  subjected  provinces  in  subjection 
without  impairing  her  liberty,  without  the  evils 
incident  to  it,  our  Government,  of  all  free  Govern- 
ments that  ever  existed,  has  the  least  capacity  to 
bear  patronage  proportionate  to  its  wealth  and 
power.  In  this  respect,  the  genius  of  the  two 
Governments  is  precisely  the  ojiposite,  however 
much  alike  in  their  exterior  forms,  and  their  laws 
and  customs.  The  cause  of  this  difference  I  can- 
not undertake  to  explain  on  the  present  occasion, 
hut  must  content  myself  by  saying  that  it  results 
from  its  Federal  character,  and  the  nature  of  its 
conservative  principles.  Shall  we,  then,  with  these 
certain  and  inevitable  consequences  in  a  Govern- 
ment better  calculated  to  resist  them  than  any  other, 
adopt  such  a  ruinous  policy,  and  reject  the  lessons 
of  experience?  So  much,  then,  Mr.  President, 
for  holding  Mexico  as  a  province. 

I  come  now  to  the  proposition  of  incorporating 
her  into  our  Union.  Well,  as  far  as  law  is  con- 
cerned, that  is  easy.  You  can  establish  a  Terri- 
torial Government  for  every  State  in  Mexico,  and 
there  are  some  twenty  of  them.  You  can  appoint 
governors,  judges,  and  magistrates.  You  can  give 
the  people  a  subordinate  government,  allowing 
them  to  legislate  for  themselves,  whilst  you  defray 
the  cost.  So  far  as  law  goes,  the  thing  is  done. 
There  is  no  analogy  between  this  and  our  Ter- 
ritorial Governments.  Our  Territories  are  only 
an  offset  of  our  own  people,  or  foreigners  from 
the  same  regions  from  which  we  came.  They  are 
small  in  number.  They  are  incapable  of  forming 
a  government.  It  would  be  inconvenient  for  them 
to  sustain  a  government,  if  it  were  formed;  and 
they  are  very  much  obliged  to  the  United  States 
for  undertaking  the  trouble,  knowing  that,  on  the 
attainment  of  their  majority — when  they  come  to 
manhood — at  twenty-one — ihey  will  be  introduced 
to  an  equality  with  all  the  other  members  of  the 
Union.  It  is  entirely  different  with  Mexico.  You 
have  no  need  of  armies  to  keep  your  Territories 
in  subjection.  But  when  you  incorporate  Mexico, 
you  must  have  powerful  armies  to  keep  them  in 
subjection.  You  may  call  it  annexation,  but  it  is 
a  forced  annexation,  which  is  a  contradiction  in 
terms,  according  to  my  conception.  You  will  be 
involved,  in  one  word,  in  all  theevils  which  I  attrib- 
ute to  holding  Mexico  as  a  province.  In  fact,  it 
will  be  but  a  Provincial  Government,  under  the 
name  of  a  Territorial  Government.  How  long  will 
that  last  ?  How  long  will  it  be  bi-fore  Mexico  will 
be  capable  of  incorporation  into  our  Union  ?  Why, 
if  we  judge  from  the  examples  before  us,  it  will  be 
a  very  long  lime.    Ireland  has  been  held  in  sub- 
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jeclion  by  Englarul  for  seven  or  eight  hundred 
years,  and  yet  still  remains  hostile,  although  her 
people  are  of  kindred  race  with  the  conquerors. 
A  few  French  Canadians  on  this  continent  yet 
maintain  the  attitude  of  a  hostile  people;  and  never 
will'the  time  come,  in  my  opinion,  Mr.  President, 
that  these  Mexicans  will  be  heartily  reconciled  to 
your  authority.  They  have  Castilian  blood  in 
their  veins — the  old  Gothic,  quite  equal  to  the  An- 
glo-Saxon in  many  respects — in  some  respects  su- 
perior. Of  all  nations  of  the  earth  they  are  the 
most  pertinacious — have  the  highest  sense  of  na- 
tionality— hold  out  longest,  and  often  eveft  with 
the  least  prospect  of  effecting  their  object.  On  this 
suljject  also  I  have  conversed  with  officers  of  the 
army,  and  they  all  entertain  the  satne  opinion,  that 
these  people  are  now  hostile,  and  will  continue  so. 

But,  Mr.  President,  suppose  all  these  difficulties 
removed;  suppose  these  ])eople  attached  to  our 
Union,  and  desirous  of  incorporating  with  us, 
ought  we  to  bring  them  in?  Are  they  fit  to  be 
connected  with  us.'  Are  they  fit  for  self-govern- 
ment and  for  governing  you.'  Are  you,  any  of 
you,  willing  that  your  States  should  be  governed 
ijy  tiiese  twenty-odd  Mexican  States,  with  a  popu- 
lation of  about  only  one  million  of  your  blood,  and 
two  or  three  millions  of  mixed  blood,  better  in- 
formed, all  the  rest  pure  Indians,  a  mixed  blood 
equally  ignorant  and  unfit  for  liberty,  impure  races, 
jiot  as  good  as  the  Cherokees  or  Choctaws.' 

We  make  a  great  mistake,  sir,  when  v/e  suppose 
that  all  people  are  capable  of  self-government.  We 
are  anxious  to  force  free  government  on  all;  and  I 
see  that  it  has  been  urged  in  a  very  respectable 
quarter,  that  it  is  the  mission  of  this  country  to 
spread  civil  and  religious  liberty  over  all  the  world, 
and  especially  over  this  continent.  It  is  a  great 
mistake.  None  but  people  advanced  to  a  very- 
high  state  of  moral  and  intellectual  improvement 
are  capable,  in  a  civilized  state,  of  maintaining  free 
government;  and  amongst  those  who  are  so  puri- 
fied, very  few,  indeed,  have  had  the  good  fortune 
of  forming  a  constitution  capable  of  endurance.  It 
is  a  remarkable  fact  in  the  history  of  man,  that 
scarcely  ever  have  free  popular  institutions  been 
formed  by  wisdom  alone  that  have  endured. 

It  has  been  the  work  of  fortunate  circumstances, 
or  a  combination  of  circumstances — a  succession 
of  fortunate  incidents  of  some  kind — which  give  to 
any  people  a  free  government.  It  is  a  very  diffi- 
cult task  to  make  a  constitution  to  last,  though  it 
may  be  supposed  by  some  that  they  can  be  made 
to  order,  and  furnished  at  the  shortest  notice.  Sir, 
this  admirable  Constitution  of  our  own  was  the 
result  of  a  fortunate  combination  of  circumstances. 
It  was  superior  to  the  wisdom  of  the  men  Vi^ho 
made  it.  It  was  the  force  of  circumstances  which 
induced  them  to  adopt  most  of  its  wise  provisions. 
W.ell,  sir,  of  the  few  nations  who  have  the  good 
fc)rtune  to  adopt  self-government,  few  have  had 
the  good  fortune  Ions;  to  preserve  that  govern- 
ment; for  it  is  harder  to  preserve  than  to  form  it. 
Few  people,  after  years  of  prosperity,  remember 
the  tenure  by  which  their  liberty  is  held;  and  I 
fear.  Senators,  that  is  our  own  condition.  I  fear 
that  we  shall  continue  to  involve  ourselves  until 
our  own  system  becomes  a  ruin.  Sir,  there  is  no 
solicitude  now  for  liberty.  Who  talks  of  liberty 
when  any  great  question  comes  up.'  Here  is  a 
question  of  the  first  magnitude  as  to  the  conduct 
of  this  war;  do  you  hear  anybody  talk  about  its 
effect  upon  our  liberties  and  our  free  institutions.' 
No,  sir.  That  was  not  the  case  formerly.  In  the 
early  stages  of  our  Government,  the  great  anxiety 
was  how  to  preserve  liberty;  the  great  anxiety 
now  is  for  the  attainment  of  mere  military  glory. 
In  the  one,  we  are  forgetting  the  other.  The 
maxim  of  former  times  was,  that  power  is  always 
stealing  from  the  many  to  the  few;  the  price  of 
liberty  was  perpetual  vigilance.  They  were  con- 
stantly looking  out  and  watching  for  danger. 
Then,  when  any  great  question  came  up,  the  ifirst 
inquiry  was,  how  it  could  affect  our  free  institu- 
tions— how  it  could  affect  our  liberty.  Not  so 
now.  Is  it  because  there  has  been  any  decay  of 
the  spirit  of  liberty  among  the  people.'  Not  at  all. 
I  believe  the  love  of  liberty  was  never  more  ardent, 
but  they  have  forgotten  the  tenure  of  liberty  by 
which  alone  it  is  preserved. 

Wc  think  we  may  now  indulge  in  everything 
witli  impunity,  as  if  we  held  our  charter  of  liberty 
by  "  right  divine" — from  Heaven  itself.  Under 
these  impressions,  we  plunge  into  war,  we  con- 
tract heavy  debts,  we  increase  the  patronage  of 


the  Executive,  and  we  even  talk  of  a  crusade  to 
force  our  institutions,  our  liberty,  upon  all  people. 
There  is  no  species  of  extravagance  which  our 
people  imagine  will  endanger  their  liberty  in  any 
degree.  But  it  is  a  great  and  fatal  mistake.  The 
day  of  retribution  will  come.  It  will  come  as  cer- 
tainly as  1  am  now  addressing  the  Senate;  and 
when  it  does  come,  awful  will  be  the  reckoning — 
heavy  the  responsibility  somewhere! 

Mr.  President,  with  these  impressions  I  cannot 
approve  of  the  policy  recommended  by  the  Execu- 
tive, nor  can  I,  with  my  present  views,  support  it. 
The  question  is  now,  what  shall  be  done .'  It  is  a 
great  and  difficult  question,  and  it  is  daily  becoming 
more  and  more  difficult.  What  is  to  be  done  .'  Sir, 
that  question  ought  not  to  be  for  me  to  answer — I, 
who  have  used  every  effort  in  my  power  to  prevent 
this  war,  and  after  its  commencement  have  done 
everything  in  my  power  to  diminish  the  evil  to  the 
smallest  possible  amount.  But  I  will  not  shrink 
from  any  responsibility,  whether  it  properly  be- 
longs to  me  or  not.  After  saying  that  I  cannot 
support  the  course  recommendeel  by  the  Executive, 
I  will  proceed  to  state  that  which  I  would  propose 
as  the  best  to  be  pursued.  Y/ell,  then,  I  will  say 
that  there  is  not  the  smallest  chance  of  our  disen- 
tangling ourselves  from  this  Mexican  concern, 
which  threatens  us  so  much-^there  has  not  been, 
in  my  opinion,  the  smallest  chance,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  until  this  time — but  by 
taking  a  defensive  line;  doing  that  now  which  the 
President  recommends  should  bedoiie  finally  after 
the  conquest,  and  taking  indemnity  into  our  ov.'n 
hands.  To  do  this  depends  on  our  own  volition, 
and  not  on  the  fleeting  consent  of  Mexico.  Sir,  if 
time  had  been  allowed  to  the  Senate  when  the  mes- 
sage of  the  Presidentrecommending  war  v/as  before 
them;  if  time  had  been  allowed  to  the  Senate,  I 
would  have  announced  the  course  of  policy  which 
I  thought  right;  but  time  was  not  permitted.  My 
opinion  was,  that,  we  should  have  siniply  voted 
Taylor  the  means  of  defending  himself.  That 
ought  to  have  been  done.  There  then  should  have 
been  a  solemn  report  from  the  proper  committee, 
going  into  all  the  circumstances,  showing  that  the 
Republic  of  Mexico  had  not  yet  recognized  these 
hostilities,  recommending  a  provisional  army  to 
be  directed  to  a  proper  point,  giving  time  to  the 
Mexican  Congress  and  Mexican  people  to  have 
considered  whether  they  would  avow  or  disavow 
the  attacks  upon  us;  and  if  no  satisfaction  were 
obtained,  not  to  niake  war  in  this  set  form,  but 
seize  upon  the  portions  of  the  country  contiguous 
and  most  convenient  to  us,  and  then  have  assumed 
the  defensive  line.  These  are  my  views;  but, 
unfortunately,  we  were  all  acting  here  under  an 
urgency,  without  time  to  reflect.  We  were  pushed 
on,  and  told,  If  you  do  not  act  to-day,  nothing  can 
be  done. 

"Well  now,  sir,  as  to  where  the  defensive  line 
should  be  at  the  present  time,  I  do  not  presume  to 
offei-  an  opinion,  i  suggested  a  line  at  the  last 
session.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  what  would  be 
the  proper  one  at  the  present  time;  but  I  do  say 
that  we  must  vacate  the  central  parts  of  Mexico. 
We  must  fall  back,  if  you  choose  to  use  that  word, 
or  take  a  line  that  shall  cover  ample  territory  for 
indemnity. 

For  my  part,  I  am  not  for  charging  Mexico  with 
the  whole  expense  of  the  war;  but  I  would  take 
ample  territory,  and  hold  it  subject  to  negotiation. 
Now,  sir,  I  know  it  will  be  said  that  this  will  be 
as  expensive  as  the  war.  I  think  I  have  said 
enough  to  show  tliat  that  cannot  be;  that  it  will 
fall  flu-  short  of  it;  but  I  will  not  repeat  the  argu- 
ment. But  admitting  it  should:  admitting  that, 
by  no  means  concludes  the  argument;  for  the  sac- 
rifice of  men  would  be  infinitely  less,  and,  what  is 
more  important,  you  will  thereby  be  able  to  disen- 
tangle yourselves.  That  is  the  only  way  by  which 
it  can  be  done.  You  are  tied  at  present,  as  it  were, 
to  a  corpse.  My  object  is  to  get  rid  of  it  as  soon 
as  possible. 

I  look  not  to  Mexico;  1  look  to  our  own  coun- 
try and  her  institutions.  I  look  to  the  liberty  of 
this  country,  and  nothing  else.  Mr.  President,  if 
we  but  preserve  our  liberty  by  a  proper  course  of 
moderation,  acting  justly  towards  our  neiglibor, 
and  wisely  in  regard  to  ourselves — if  we  remain 
quiet,  resting  in  idle  and  masterly  inactivity,  and 
let  our  destinies  work  out  their  own  results,  we 
shall  do  more  for  liberty,  not  only  for  ourselves, 
but  for  the  example  of  mankind,  than  can  be  done 
by  a  thousand  victories. 


Sir,  I  find  I  am  becoming  old;  I  almost  feel  that 
I  live  among  strangers.  If  I  have  expressed  any- 
thing that  is  uncongenial  to  the  feelings  of  this 
body,  put  it  down  as  proceeding  from  the  old  asso- 
ciations of  thirty  or  thirty-five  years  ago,  which 
are  still  clinging  around  me.  Sir,  this  is  not  the 
fi)-sl  time  that  I  have  taken  my  stand  against  war. 
When  General  Jackson  recommended  letters  of 
niarque  and  reprisal  against  France,  I  arose  alone 
in  the  Senate  and  remonstj-ated  against  such  injus- 
tice. And  in  point  of  fact,  the  treaty  which  wa.<? 
subsequently  concluded  with  France,  was  ratified 
with  tlie  express  understanding,  whicii  was  known 
to  our  Government  when  the  treaty  was  formed, 
that  it  would  require  a  vote  of  the  Chambers,  on 
the  part  of  France,  to  sustain  it,  as  it  would  require 
a  vole  to  sustain  it  on  the  part  of  this  country; 
and  that  they  were  no  further  responsible  than  to 
use  their  best  efforts  to  obtain  that  vote.  And  yet, 
though  it  was  acknowledged  that  the  Executive  of 
France  had  done  all  in  his  power  to  obtain  the 
vote,  v/e  were  nearly  pushed  into  a  war.  Nothing 
but  the  interposition  of  Great  Britain  prevented  it. 
As  for  myself,  standing  on  this  side  of  the  Cham- 
ber, I  raised  my  voice  singly  against  it. 

Mr.  President,  in  my  opinion,  ail  parties  are 
interested  in  giving  this  matter  the  only  direction 
that  can  be  given  to  it  with  any  prospect  of  a  fa- 
vorable result.  Let  me  say  to  the  friends  of  the 
Administration,  if  you  go  on,  and  some  accident 
does  not  meet  you — if  you  go  on  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  this  war  from  year  to  year, — you  will  find 
that  it  will  overthrow  you.  Do  you  not  see  that, 
as  far  as  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Government  are 
concerned,  you  are  reversing  the  policy  of  which 
you  have  heretofore  professed  to  be  the  advocates.' 
What  party  has  been  opposed  to  the  re-creation  of 
a  great  national  debt.'  The  Democratic  or  Repub- 
lican party.  Well,  sir,  this  war  is  involving  you 
in  a  greater  debt  than  the  opposite  party  could 
have  done,  perhaps,  in  any  circumstances  short  of 
Vi'ar.  This  very  campaign,  which  you  look  upon 
so  lightly,  will  be  almost  as  great  a  charge  upon 
the  country  as  the  debt  of  the  Revolution.  What 
party  h.as  always  been  against  the  extension  of  the 
patronage  of  the  Executive.'  Well,  sir,  you  are 
doing  more  towards  the  extension  of  that  patron- 
age, and,  above  all,  towards  the  continuance  of 
that  extension,  than  has  ever  been  done  under  our 
Government.  Well,  sir,  vi'hat  party  professes  to 
be  most  in  favor  of  a  metallic  currency?  And  do 
you  not  see  that,  as  your  treasury  notes  and 
stocks  accumulate,  you  are  in  danger  of  being 
plunged  again  in  the  paper  system  to  the  utmost 
extent?  What  party  has  always  been  in  favor  of 
free  trade?  Do  you  not  see  that,  by  accumulating 
charges  and  burdens  upon  the  people  by  the  debts 
which  have  now  been  contracted,  you  never  will, 
during  your  time,  have  an  opportunity  of  making 
any  considerable  reduction  in  the  tariff? 

Sir,  I  know  what  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  course 
of  policy  which  is  recommended  to  be  pursued. 
It  is  that  pride  of  opinion  to  which  we  are  all  sub- 
ject. No  doubt  it  was  thought  that  that  course  of 
policy  would  lead  to  the  consequences  which  were 
contended  for;  but  it  has  not.  But,  sir,  the  alter- 
native is  pressing.  You  will  have  but  the  choice 
between  that  and  worse,  in  my  opinion.  It  is 
magnanimous  and  honorable  to  retract,  when  a 
course  of  policy  which  has  been  pursued  turns 
out  to  be  wrong.  It  would  do  great  credit  to  the 
party  in  power  to  act  now  precisely  as  they  would 
have  acted  if  they  had  had  all  the  lights  of  expe- 
rience at  the  commencement  of  this  war  ^Vhich 
they  now  have.  It  v/ould  be  doing  a  high  act  of 
patriotism  to  sacrifice  their  feelings  of  individual 
pride  to  the  good  of  the  country. 

Now  let  me  say,  that  in  asserting  that  a  defensive 
line  was  the  only  alternative  to  the  plan  recom- 
mended by  the  President,  I  have  put  out  of  the 
question  the  course  which  most  of  you  advocate — 
taking  no  indemnity  of  territory;  because  I  believe 
that  the  voice  of  the  country  has  decided  irrevoca- 
bly against  it;  and  that  to  keep  it  as  the  alternative 
would  but  render  more  certain  the  adoption  of  the 
policy  recommended  by  the  Executive,  and,  in  con- 
sequence, the  conquest  of  the  whole  country.  Let 
me' say  further,  to  my  friends  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Chamber — for  I  regard  them  as  such — (it  is  our 
good  fortune  to  differ  in  politics  here,  without  per- 
mitting our  jiersoiud  feelings  to  be  aflacted)— that 
they'have  contributed  by  their  course  to  give  the 
public  opinion  that  strong  and  fixed  deterniinntton 
not  to  terminate  the  war  without  some  suitable  in- 
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demnity.     I  do  not  allude  to  your  voting  on  the 
bill  recognizing  the  existence  of  war  beUyeen  the 
Republic  of  Mexico  and  the  United-  Slates.     No 
one  knows  better  tiian  myself,  that  you  voted  for 
the  bill  with  the  view  of  furnishing  immediate  re-  t 
lief  to  General  Taylor  and  his  army — and  not  in  ^ 
reference  to  the  war;  that  you  even  protested  and 
remonstrated  against  that  interpretation  being  luit  j 
upon  your  vote.     But  after  the  bill  passed,  and  the  ' 
war  was  authorized,  most  of  you  have  contiimed 
to  vote  appropricitions  to  prosecute  the  war  with 
the  object  expressed  of  acquiring  territory  as  an 
indemnity.     Now,  I  must  say,  1  camiot  see  how 
the  two  can  be  reconciled — how  your  vole  to  ac- 
quire territory  can  be  justified,  and  at  the  same  time 
your  opposition  to  the  acquisition  of  territory  as 
means  of  indemnity,  when  it  is  acknowledged  on 
all  sides,  that  that  is  the  only  means  by  which  it 
can  be  acquired.     The  people  will  fiud  it  hard  to 
believe  that  it  was    necessary  to  vole    so    much  ] 
money  for  the  purpose  of  getting  territory  for  in-  j 
demnity,  which  you  intend  to  throw  away  when  | 
you  get  it.      But,  whatever  may  be  the  causes  ' 
which  have  led  to  this  state  of  i)ublic  opinion,  it  i 
lias,  beyond  all  doubt,  decided  against  any  conclu-  1 
siou  of  this  war  tlial  does  not  involve  territorial 
indemnity  to  some  extent.     Hence,  1  repeat,  the  ' 
alternative  whether  this  war  shall  go  on  and  con- 
summate itself,  is  between  taking  a  defensive  line 
and  adopting  the  course  pointed  out  by  the  Execu- 
tive, and  that  the  decision  must  be  mads  now;  for 
if  it  be  passed  over  until  another  session,  the  end 
will  be,  I  doubt  not,  the  subjugation  of  the  whole 
country,  thereby  involving  us  in  all  the  diificulties 
and  dangers  which  m.ust  result  from  it. 

Now,  1  have  delivered  my  opinion  with  that 
candor  and  frankness  which,  I  hope,  become  my 
position  on  this  floor.  1  shall  now  propose  nothing; 
but  if  I  find  that  I  can  be  supported  in  these  my 
views,  I  will  undertake  to  raise  a  committee  to  de- 
liberate, after  consulting  with  those  officers  who 
are  now  fortunately  in  this  city,  upon  the  best  de- 
fensive line  that  can  be  taken.  If  it  should  l)e  i''or- 
tunately  adopted,  we  may  not  get  peace  immedi- 
ately. The  war  may  continue  for  some  years,  but 
we  will  accomplish  that  all-important  considera- 
tion, the  extrication  of  ourselves  and  tlic  country 
from  this  entanglement  with  Mexico. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  to  lay  the  resolutions 
upon  the  table. 

Upon  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  hoped  the  motion 
would  be  allowed  to  prevail.  It  was  perfectly 
right,  in  the  present  circumstances,  that  the  mo- 
tion should  prevail.  He  would  take  it  as  a  per- 
sonal favor  that  no  opposition  should  be  offered 
t6  it. 

Mr.  SEVIER  observed  that  it  was,  of  course, 
to  be  expected  that  tliis  speech  would  be  replied 
to;  but  he  was  desirous  that  this  debate  shoul44'C 
suspended  for  a  time,  in  order  to  proceed  with  the 
consideration  of  the  army  bill. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  then  agreed 
to. 

EXECUTIVE   SESSION. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  Executive  business;  and,  after  some  time  .spent 
therein,  the  doors  were  opened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tl'esday,  January  4,  1848. 

The  .Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read  and 
approved  — 

Mr.  GOGGIN  rose  and  reminded  the  House 
that  yesterday  the  resolutions  in  relation  to  the 
preat  southern  mail  were  made  the  special  order 
for  this  day,  at  one  o'clock;  but,  for  theaccommo- 
datmn  of  many  gentlemen  who  desired  to  be  else- 
where this  morning,  he  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  of  yesterday,  v.' ith  the  intention,  if  it  were 
agreed  to,  to  follow  it  up  by  amendment  to  make  it 
the  order  of  the  day  for  to  morrow,  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  BOTTS  supported  the  motion  to  reconsider. 
He  said  many  gentlemen  desired  to  attend  the  de- 
bate.q  at  the  Senate  end  of  the  Capitol,  and  he  was 
disposed  to  indulge  them,  by  not  pressing  the  mo- 
tion to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day; 
more  particularly  as  he  desired  to  make  an  effort  to 
remove  some  erroneous  impressions  which  appear- 
ed to  exist  in  the  minds  of  several  gentlemen  on 
the  subject  embraced   in    this    resolution.      He 


I  would,  therefore,  accept  the  proposition  to  modify 
j  his  resolution  so  as  to  make  it  the  special  order  for 
to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock,  if  the  motion  to  reconsid- 
:  er  should  be  agreed  lo. 

I      iVIr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  thought  tlie  object 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  could  be  better  oh- 
j  tained  by  moving  to  postpone  the  special  order  to 
j  to-morrow. 

I      The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  order  of  the 
[  da)'  was  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
I  of  the  Union,  and  could  not  therefore  be  reached 
by  a  motion  in  the  House. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  then  put  and 
agreed  to;  and  Mr.  BOTTS  modified  his  resolution 
as  he  had  indicated,  to  make  the  subject  therein 
specified  the  special  order  for  to-morrow,  at  one 
o'clock. 

Tlie  SPEAKER  announced  the  question  to  be 
on  the  ado|ition  of  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  inquired  if  that 
did  not  require  a  two-thirds  vote. 

The  SPExlKER  replied,  that  it  was  adopted  by 
a  two-thirds  vote  yesterday,  and  the  same  vote 
was  therefore  now  necessary. 

Mr.  FIOUSTON  inquired  if  the  motion  was  now 
properly  before  the  House  to  suspend  the  rules  for 
the  reception  of  this  resolution  under  the  existing 
rules,  which  prohibited  a  motion  to  suspend  on 
any  day  but  Monday.  He  made  that  point  of 
order. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  if  this  were  an 
original  motion,  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  would 
be  correct;  but  this  was  a  motion  to  reconsider  a 
vote  by  which  a  resolution  was  yesterday  adopted 
under  a  suspension  of  the  rules.  The  motion  to 
reconsider  was  therefore  now  in  order. 

Mr.  BOTTS  reminded  the  Chair  that  no  motion 
had  been  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  rules  were  yesterday  suspended. 

The  SPEAKER  assented,  and  said  that  the 
resolution  was  introduced  yesterday  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules;  and  the  vote  by  v/hich  it  was 
adopted  having  been  reconsidered,  the  resolution 
now  came  before  the  House  for  its  action. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  inquired  if  he 
was  to  understand  that  it  was  the  same  resolu- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  as  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution  had  been  reconsidered,  the  resolu- 
tion itself  again  came  up  for  the  action  of  the 
House,  and  it  was  competent  for  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  to  modif)'  it,  which  he  liad  done. 
It  was  therefore  suljstantially  the  same  resolution, 
and  the  question  was  on  its  adoption,  which  would 
require  a  two-thirds  vote. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said  the  motion  had  been  made 
this  morning  in  a  spirit  of  accommodation  to  gen- 
tlemen on  all  .sides  of  the  House. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
REFERENCE  OF  PRESIDENT'S   P/IESSAGE. 
The  House  then  resolved  itself' into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  .To- 
sEPii  R.  Ingersoll  in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  offered  by  Mr. 
ViNTONT,  referring  the  annual  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  appropriate  standing 
committees. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  said  that  he  had  had  the 
honor  some  days  aince  to  offer  a  resolution  for  the 
appropriate  reference  of  the  several  topics  in  the 
President's  message,  which  he  desired  to  have  re- 
ferred to  the  Connnitlee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  as  a  substitute  for  those  which  had 
been  offered  some  days  since  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vinton.]  He  now 
asked  that  those  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  be  now  read;  when  this  was  done  he  should 
move  his  own  as  a  substitute.  He  then  submitted 
the  following  : 

Resol.fed,  That  so  much  orilie  ine.<?SRge  of  the  President  of 
tlio  t/iiited  States  to  tlic  two  Housoa  of  Congress,  attlie  pre- 
sent i-«rision,  :i8  roIiit.JS  to  the  existing  w.ir  with  Me.xico,  to 
the  condition  of  our  citizens  in  China,  and  tlie  propriety  of 
making  payment  to  the  Spanish  (lovoninient  in  the  "  Am- 
istad  case,"  together  wiih  tlie  iicconip:*njin!;  correspond- 
ence in  relation  thereto,  be  referred  lo  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Afl'airs. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  condition  and  operations  of  the  army,  the  propriety  of 
increasing  the  same,  and  levyini;  contrihutions  upon  the 
enemy,  together  with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  VVar,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  .Afiiiirs. 

Rnsoli'ad,  That  so  mneli  of  said  message  as  relates  lo  the 
establishment  of  'IVrritorlal  Governments  in  Oregon,  Nv.w 
Mexico,  and  the  Caliloruiaa,  be  referred  to  tlie  Committee 
on  lli«  Turritoriu*. 


Resolved,  Th.it  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  relates  to 
thrt  condition  of  tlie  treasury,  to  the  means  of  obtaining  mo- 
nay  to  proseiute  the  war  with  Mexico,  the  operations  of  the 
taritl"of  1846,  the  propriety  of  iniuosing  a  duly  U|)on  tea  and 
cn.Tee,  the  warehousing  >ystem,the  constitutional  treasury, 
and  the  proprieiy  ofestablishinsa  branch  mint  at  Xew  York, 
be  refeired  to  the  Committee  o"f  Ways  and  Means. 

Resolied,  Tliat  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  relsrtes  to 
the  graduation  and  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands, 
the  amendment  and  modification  of  tlie  laws  granting  pre- 
Ciiiption  rig'it  to  settlers,  to  the  establishment'of  a  Survey- 
or G'lieral's  Otncc  in  Oregon,  and  the  grant  of  lands  therein 
to  actual  settlers,  be  referred  to  the  Commiltee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Re,olve'l,  Tiiat  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  relates  to 
onr  relations  with  the  various  Indian  tribes,  and  the  appoint- 
meiitof  Indian  agents  west  of  the  R'leky  Mountains,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Resolved,  Thit  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  condition  and  operations  of  the  navy,  to  the  increase  of 
seasteaniers,  tosetbcr  witli  the  report  oftbe  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  he  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aftairs. 

Resolved,  'J'hatso  much  of  the  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  progress  and  condition  of  the  mail  service,  the  operations 
of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  the  postal  arrangements 
with  foreign  Governments,  together  with  the  report  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Oitice  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  desired  to  state  a  few  rea- 
sons why  he  liad  offered  the  substitute  which  had 
just  been  read. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Connecticut,  rose  to  a  point  of 
order.  He  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether  they 
were  not  to  take  up  the  resolutions  originally  offer- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Pvlr.  Vinton]  scri- 
athn — whether  the  first  question  in  order  was  not 
whether  the  first  resolution  should  pass  or  not.' 

The  CHAIRMAN  replied  that  it  was  perfectly 
in  order  for  an)'  gentleman  to  move  an  amendment 
to  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  the  gentleman  offered  an  en- 
tire set  of  resolutions  as  a  substitute  for  the  entire 
set  of  resolutionsof  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  He 
inquired  whether  the  first  question  was  not  on 
agreeing  to  the  first  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio .' 

The  CHAIRMAN  replied  in  the  affirmative, 
but  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  the 
right  to  offer  his  amendment  like  any  other  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  resumed  the  floor,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  address  tlie  commiltee.  He  had  two 
principal  objections  to  the  resolutions  submittetl 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vinton.]  The 
one  was  to  the  reference  of  that  portion  of  the  Pres- 
ident's message  which  relates  to  the  finances  of  the 
country,  and  the  other  to  the  disposition  which 
that  resolution  proposed  to  make  of  tliat  portion 
of  the  President's  message  which  has  reference  to 
our  relations  with  Mexico.  He  objected  to  the 
gentleman's  resolutions  because  he  proposed  a  ref- 
erence of  that  portion  of  the  rnessage  which  related 
to  the  sub-treasury  and  the  taritl'  of  1846  to  the 
Commiltee  on  Commerce.  Such  a  reference  was 
contrary  to  the  precedents  in  this  House.  Here- 
tofore this  subject  had  always  been  referred,  so  far 
as  his  knowledge  of  the  practice  of  the  House  ex- 
tended, to  the  Commiltee  of  Vv''ays  and  Means. 
He  knew  very  well  that  the  tariff  act  of  1846  was 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  also  that  the  sub-treasury  law  came  from  that 
committee.  He  thought  it  was  now  right  that  all 
questions  relating  to  the  finances  of  the  country 
should,  in  like  manner,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance,  which  was  styled  in  this  House 
the  Commiltee  of  Ways  and  Means.  All  ques- 
tions relating  to  the  revenues  of  the  country  prop- 
erly belonged  to  the  consideration  of  that  commit- 
tee. It  was  certainly  a  more  proper  committee 
than  the  Committee  on  Commerce  for  such  a  ref- 
erence. The  princi|)al  purpose  of  tarifl"  laws  was 
to  raise  revenue  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the 
operations  of  the  Government.  He  did  not 
know  what  puriiose  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had 
in  thus  proposing  a  departure  from  the  practice 
which  had  heretofore  prevailed  here.  It  ijiight 
have  been  from  motives  of  delicacy,  because  the 
gentleman  was  chairman  of  the  Comtnittee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  did  not  desire  himself  to 
propose  to  give  that  committee  the  charge  of  this 
subject. 

lie  objected,  furthermore,  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  gentleman  from  Oliio  proposed  to  dis- 
pose of  that  portion  of  the  message  having  refer- 
ence to  our  relations  with  Mexico.  He  thought 
this  part  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs  and  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs.  Wherever  a  subject  could  be  referred  to 
a  standing  committee,  it  was  preferable  to  referring 
it  to  a  select  committee.    The  gentleman  proposed 
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to  raise,  independently  of  the  standing  commit- 
tees, independently  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs  and  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
faires, three  select  committees  on  this  portion  of  the 
message.  IVIr.  B.  thought  three  select  committees, 
in  addition  to  those  heretofore  established,  were 
altogether  unnecessary.  Fie  compared  the  first 
resolution  of  Mr.  Vinton,  referring  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  that  which  refers  to 
a  select  committee  the  manner  and  policy  of  the 
war,  and  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  these  two  committees  would  in  some  meas- 
wre  conflict;  that  they  would  be  considering  the 
same  sultjects,  and  making  reports  covering  the 
same  grounds  hgi-e.  For  these  reasons,  he  hoped 
that  his  substitute  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said,  although  it  was  some- 
thing like  speaking  to  empty  benches  to  rise  to 
address  the  committee  at  tliis  time,  yet  he  felt  dis- 
posed to  embrace  the  present  opportunity  to  call 
the  attention  of  those  few  who  should  have  the 
kindness  to  listen  to  him,  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  which  was  now  presented  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  for  our  consideration. 
He  did  so  the  more  readily,  because  there  were 
many  members  who  had  not  heretofore  been  par- 
ticipants in  the  consideration  of  this  subject;  the 
older  members  would  at  once  recognize  an  old  ac- 
quaintance in  the  claim  now  presented,  and  most 
of  the  gentlemen  now  present  would  recollect  very 
distinctly  the  nature  of  the  claim  which  they  were 
now  called  upon  to  meet  upon  the  part  of  the 
Spanish  Government.  In  1839,  perhaps  as  early 
as  April,  certain  persons  who  were  Spanish  sub- 
jects, traders  in  slaves,  took  from  the  coast  of 
Africa  fifty-two  or  fifty-three  negroes,  and  brought 
them  to  Cuba.  They  were  landed  in  the  month 
of  May,  or  perhaps  in  the  last  of  the  month  of 
June,  and  placed  in  the  baracoons  of  Havana. 
They  remained  there  somQ  twelve  or  fourteen  days, 
when  they  were  transferred  by  bill  of  sale  from 
the  original  importers  to  Montez  and  Ruiz,  who 
shipped  them  on  board  the  Amistad,  and  sailed  for 
Principe,  on  the  southern  end  of  the  island.  When 
five  days  out  from  Havana,  they  rose  upon  those 
who  held  them  in  subjection,  and  slew  the  captain 
and  cook,  sent  the  two  sailors  on  shore  in  a  boat, 
and  ordered  their  owners,  Montez  and  Ruiz,  to 
guide  the  ship  to  Africa.  Montez  and  Ruiz'  guided 
the  vessel  so  far  north  as  to  come  to  anchor  near 
the  east  end  of  Long  Island,  where  the  ship  and 
negroes  were  taken  possession  of  by  Lieutenant 
Gedney,  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States.  They 
were  taken  to  New  Haven,  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, and  Lieutenant  Gedney  filed  his  claim  in 
the  district  court  of  that  State  for  salvage  on  both 
ship  and  negroes. 

Montez  and  Ruiz  there  filed  their  claims  to 
these  negroes,  whom  they  claimed  as  their  prop- 
erty. Claims  were  also  put  in  by  the  owners  of 
the  Amistad;  and  several  other  claimants  filed 
their  claims  before  the  said  court.  The  vessel  was 
awarded,  upon  due  consideration,  to  the  claim- 
ants— saving  to  those  who  had  taken  possession 
of  it  their  salvage,  which  amounted  to  one-quarter 
or  perhaps  to  one-third  its  value.  The  negroes, 
who  were  the  principal  subject-matter  of  litigation, 
were  adjudged  to  be  free  persons,  holding  the  right 
to  their  liberty,  possessed  of  the  natural  rights 
with  which  they  were  created.  They  were  there- 
fore released  by  the  decree  of  said  court,  from 
which  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States;  and  there,  upon  the  unani- 
mous judgment  of  that  court,  without  a  dissenting 
voice — more  than  half  of  whom  were  slave  own- 
ers— the  judgment  of  the  district  court  was  ratified 
and  confirmed,  and  these  persons  were  declared  to 
be  in  the  lull  possession  of  their  inalienable  rights, 
and  those  who  held  them  in  bondage  flagrant  vio- 
lators of  the  law  of  nations.  The  negroes  were 
thus  set  at  liberty.  This  took  place  in  1840 — per- 
haps in  January — when  the  final  judgment  was 
rendered  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Sui)sec[uently  to  that,  viz:  in  1844,  the 
claimants  of  these  negroes  came  into  this  body, 
and  through  the  Spanish  Minister  presented  their 
claims  against  the  United  States  for  the  value  of 
the  blood,  the  sinev/s,  and  the  bones  of  those  ne- 
groes who  were  thus  set  at  liberty. 

Mr.  G.  regretted  most  sincerely  that  the  former 
chairman  of  the  Commitice  on  Foreign  Affairs 
[Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoli,]  was  not  present  at  this 
time.  If  lie  were,  he  should  feel  compelled  to  treat 
the  subject  in  a  dift'erenl  manner;  yet,  though  ab- 


sent, duty  compelled  him  to  say,  that  in  that  re- 
port he  had  falsified  the  solemn  record  of  the<jBu- 
preme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and,  founding 
liis  report  upon  the  falsehood,  had  come  into  this 
House  and  declared  that  Congress  was  bound  to 
pay  over  $70,000  to  the  claimants  of  these  slaves. 
He  did  not  charge  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, or  the  chairman  who  drew  up  this  report, 
with  any  intention  of  falsification.  The  gentle- 
man's report  commenced  with  a  flagrant  violation 
of  truth.  He  said,  "  on  the  26th  August,  1840,  a 
vessel  of  the  United  States  took  possession,  &c., 
of  the  Spanish  schooner  on  the  coast  of  Connecti- 
cut," &c. 

Now,  sir,  the  records  of  the  court  show  that  the 
vessel  was  taken  possession  of  on  the  26th  August, 
1839,  instead  of  1840.  And  on  this  false  assump- 
tion declares,  page  10th  of  the  report,  that  "the 
proof  is  that  they  (the  negroes)  were  at  least  four- 
teen months  in  Cuba."  "The  owner  of  these 
alleged  barbarians,  adjudged  by  the  court  to  be 
Africans  just  kidnapped  from  their  savage  state,  as 
put  on  tiie  record  for  them,  states  they  were  kid- 
napped from  Africa  on  the  15th  April,  1839,  and 
then  transported  to  Cuba  on  the  12tli  June,  1839." 
By  thus  stating  the,  arrival  of  the  Africans  at 
J-Iavana  in  1839,  as  was  really  the  case,  and  then 
saying  they  were  taken  on  the  coast  of  Connecti- 
cut in  August,  1840,  which  is  untrue,  the  commit- 
tee represented  the  negroes  to  have  been  fourteen 
months  in  Cuba,  instead  of  fourteen  days.  This 
false  statement  is  in' contradiction  to  the  alleged 
facts  that  they  were  bosalcs,  or  negroes  nev/ly  im- 
ported, instead  of"  ladinos,"  or  negroes  long  resi- 
dent in  Cuba.  This  fact  was  important,  as  it  is 
understood  b}'-  all  that  the  treaty  between  Spain 
and  the  United  States,  and  the  laws  of  that  king- 
dom, interdict  the  slave-trade. 

He  regretted  that  the  gentleman  who  penned 
this  report  was  not  present;  but  present  or  absent, 
it  became  his  duty  to  stamp  it  with  the  character 
which  belonged  to  it. 

Again,  at  a  subsequent  period,  at  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  last  Congress,  this  same  report  was 
again  put  forth  and  re-adopted  by  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Aflairs,  and  the  chairman  of  the  present 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  [Mr.  Smith,  of  Con- 
necticut] put  his  hand  to  it  that  it  was  true. 

[The  committee  at  this  time  being  quite  thin — 
Mr.  Smith,  with  many  othei-s,  being  absent — Mr. 
G.  said  he  wished  some  of  the  boys  would  run  and 
tell  his  friend  he  was  talking  about  him.  He 
wanted  to  drive  every  man  out  from  behind  the 
bush  on  this  subject.] 

He  did  not  believe  that  the  gentleman  who  was 
at  present  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs  would  intentionally  endorse  such  a  mis- 
statement. The  fact  was,  he  supposed  the  gentle- 
man did  not  know  whether  it  was  true  or  ft^lse; 
because  it  was  a  question  in  which  slaves  were 
involved,  he  did  not  examine  it.  It  was  the  habit 
of  northern  men  to  shrink  from  the  investigation 
of  any  subject  in  which  the  peculiar  institution 
was  involved;  they  did  not  like  to  approach  it. 
And  now  what  was  the  consequence.'  Why,  his 
friend  from  Connecticut,  having  admitted  the  truth 
of  that  report,  and  confirmed  it,  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Brodhead]  now  moved 
to  refer  the  subject  again  to  the  very  men  who  had 
made  this  report. 

[Mr.  Smith  now  entering  the  Hall,  Mr.  G.  re- 
peated the  declaration  that  the  gentleman  had  en- 
dorsed and  adopted  this  report,  and  it  bore  his 
impress.] 

Mr.  SMITH,  (interposing.)  How  bears  my 
impress? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Why,  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  by  assenting  to  it. 

Mr.  SMITH.  As  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs!  Well;  I  hope  I  am  not  to  be 
held  responsible  for  all  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Afiairs  did  during  the  last  Congress. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  There  is  nothing  on  the 
record  which  shows  that  my  friend  from  Connec- 
ticut dissented  from  it.  As  1  said  before,  I  do  not 
believe  he  examined  the  question.  But  where  is 
his  counter-report.'  Where  is  his  solemn  protest.' 
Where  does  he  contradict  this  declaration — this 
flagrant  falsehood.'  How  has  he  raised  his  voice 
against  this  doctrine,  which  is  so  unjust  in  itself, 
and  which  is  tending  to  overthrow  our  Government 
and  our  lilierties.' 

Mr.  SMITH.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  will 
permit  me  to  refer  him  to  the  yeas  and   nays,  I 


think  he  will  find  that  this  question  came  up  in  the 
House,  and  that  my  name  is  there  recorded. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  beg  pardon;  there  is  no 
such  thing  on  the  record.  This  report  never  came 
before  the  House.     [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  SMITH.  If  there  is  no  such  thing  it  is  be- 
cause this  question  could  not  raise  strength  enough 
to  get  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  know  that;  and  therefore 
it  was  important  that  my  friend  should  have  had 
strength  enough  in  his  own  breast  to  speak  the 
truth,  to  declare  the  facts. 

He  repeated,  he  wanted  every  man  to  take  open, 
bold  ground,  as  freemen  and  the  representatives  of 
freemen. 

This  was  not  the  whole.  When  the  general 
appropriation  bill  was  under  consideration  in  the 
Senate  at  the  last  session,  an  amendment  was  at- 
tached to  it  giving  f^,50,000  as  a  compensation  for 
these  slaves  to  the  claimants.  This  amendment 
came  down  here;  and,  after  hearing  the  expose  of 
his  venerable  friend  who  set  before  him  [Mr. 
Adams]  of  some  fifteen  minutes,  there  were  only 
twenty-three  persons  willing  to  vote  for  it  in  com- 
mittee, and  in  the  House  only  forty.  It  was  hurl- 
ed unceremoniously  from  this  body,  and  stamped 
with  the  express  disapprobation  of  the  House;  and, 
having  lain  over  only  from  that  time — the  close  of 
the  last  session — they  were  recommended  by  the 
President  to  make  this  appropriation,  to  tax  their 
constituents,  to  pay  over  this  money  to  these  deal- 
ers in  human  flesh. 

The  object  of  his  motion  was  not  to  send  this 
subject  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  AflTairs;  and, 
in  naming  a  select  committee,  he  said  he  had  no 
desire  or  wish  to  be  placed  upon  that  committee. 
But  it  was  his  desire  that  the  venerable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adams,]  who  had  stood 
in  the  relation  of  counsel  to  this  case  from  its  com- 
mencement, should  be  placed  upon  it;  and  then  he 
should  like  to  see  placed  upon  it  some  of  the  ablest 
statesmen  and  lawyers  on  the  other  side  of  the 
case;  so  that  both  sides  of  the  question  might  be 
fully  presented,  and  that  v/e  should  not  hereafter 
have  the  records  of  the  countrj'  falsified. 

It  was  his  object,  therefore,  to  send  this  subject 
to  a  select  committee,  that  a  report  might  be  drawn 
up  and  sent  to  the  people,  that  they  might  be  thor- 
oughly informed  in  relation  to  it.  He  did  not  know 
but  that  it  was  his  duty  to  speak  more  at  length 
on  this  matter;  but  would  only  say  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  urged  them — to  do  what.'  To  sustain. 
the  Spanish  slave  trade.  He  asks  us  to  tax  the 
people,  to  take  that  which  they  earn  by  the  sweat 
of  their  brows,  to  pay  men  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade  for  the  failure  of  their  speculations.  This 
was  a  subject  not  agitated  by  him;  it  was  urged 
upon  them  by  the  President,  and  it  had  been  again 
and  again  urged  upon  them  by  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs.  Pie  wished  to  disabuse  the  minds 
of  any  who  thought  he  had  agitated  this  question. 
Pie  would  take  this  occasion  to  say  that  he  had 
never  agitated  the  question  of  slavery  here,  but  to 
redeem  the  North  from  all  participation  in  it — 
from  all  unconstitutional  participation  in  it.  He 
held  in  his  hand  a  resolution  which  had  been 
passed  by  the  Legislattu'c  of  South  Carolina,  and 
he  rejoiced  that  he  had  one  occasion  to  speak  with 
approbation  of  the  action  of  South  Carolina  on 
the  subject  of  slavery. 

The  honorable  gentleman  here  read  the  resolu- 
tions to  which  he  referred,  which  were  understood 
to  deny  any  right  to  the  free  States  to  interfere 
with  slavery  in  the  South,  and  also  to  Congress 
under  the  Constitution  to  exercise  any  control 
over  it.  These,  he  said,  were  sentiments  which 
were  concurred  in  by  the  North.  For  himself  he 
responded  most  heartily  to  the  resolutions.  They 
had  no  power  to  cause  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  South,  nor  had  Congress  the  right  to  require 
the  North  to  give  the  institution  of  slavery  any 
support.  He  desired  emphatically  to  repeat,  that 
they  had  here  no  pov/er  whatever  in  connexion 
with  the  institution  of  slavery.  This  position  was 
so  clearly  sustained  by  the  Constitution  that  he 
who  runs  may  read.  The  doctrine  then  of  the 
South  Carolina  resolutions  was  true.  We  have 
no  right  to  interfere  with  it;  we  never  had  any 
riglit'to  interfere  with  it.  Every  movement  here- 
tofore by  which  this  House  has  taken  jurisdiction 
of  it  was  a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  And  yet 
the  President  now  asked  them  to  interfere  with 
that  around  which  the  Constitution  had  thrown  a 
barrier.    He  asked  them  to  do  that  which  the  peo- 
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pie  had  no  right  to  meddle  with,  to  establish,  up- 
hold, or  put  it  down,  and  he  hoped  this  House 
would  refuse  to  o;ratify  the  President  in  this  jxir- 
ticulnr.  Would  the  Representatives  of  the  North 
make  such  a  concession  ?  Would  the  Whig  party 
yield  their  assent  to  such  dogmas  of  the  Presi- 
dent? If  the  cliairnian  of  the  Committee  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  were  present  he  would  ask 
him  if  there  was  any  probability  of  their  repealing 
the  laws  of  Congress  by  which  they  had  exer- 
cised jurisdiction  over  this  subject  in  this  District? 
He  directed  attention  to  the  slave  pen  in  view  of 
this  Capitol,  in  whicli  tiiere  was  more  sighing,  and 
weeping,  and  groaning,  and  more  human  sufl'ering 
than  imagination  could  paint.  From  all  connex- 
ion with  such  cruelties  he  wished  the  people  that 
he  represented  to  be  absolved.  He  hoped,  tliere- 
fore,  that  Congress  would  refuse  to  entertain  the 
subject,  anu  not,  as  invited  by  the  President,  tax 
the  people  to  perpetuate  and  encourage  the  inflic- 
tion of  pain  and  misery.  He  desired  to  wash  his 
hands  of  it. 

He  called  the  attention  of  the  Honse  to  the  effect 
of  such  interference.  It  was  to  encourage  the  slave 
trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa;  it  was  to  involve  us 
in  the  crime  of  piracy.  This  interference  with 
slavery  had  involved  us  in  a  war,  in  which  now 
so  much  American  blood  was  being  poured  out, 
and  the  treasures  of  the  nation  were  squandered 
with  an  extravagance  heretofore  unknown  to  this 
nation.  Were,  then,  the  gentlemen  of  the  North 
prepared  to  respond  to  the  call  of  the  President  to 
sustain  the  Spanish  slave  trade  ?  Their  action  on 
this  important  subject  at  this  session  of  Congress, 
would  make  an  interesting  chapter  in  the  biography 
of  many  American  statesmen.  He  called  upon 
Representatives  of  the  people  from  every  section 
of  the  Union  to  come  forward  and  meet  this  ques- 
tion without  excitement.  The  position  which  he 
had  laid  down,  and  which  he  should  now  sustain, 
was  that  this  Plouse  had  no  right  to  interfere  with 
the  subject.  They  had  no  right  to  sustain  it  in 
any  State  of  this  Union.  They  had  no  right  to 
impose  on  any  free  State  the  duty  of  meddling 
with  it.  He  hoped,  then,  that  this  position  would 
be  sustained,  for  to  do  otherwise  would  involve  a 
violation  of  the  Constitution.  Tliey  of  the  North 
had  neither  the  power  nor  the  constitutional  right 
to  interfere  with  it.  If  thcit  institution  were  a  bless- 
ing, let  the  South  take  all  its  blessedness  to  them- 
selves. If  it  were  a  curse,  let  the  North  be  saved 
from  its  malign  influences.  That  the  North  might 
be  redeemed  from  that  curse,  he  called  upon  the 
Northern  Representatives  to  come  forward  and 
say  to  slavery,  "Thus  far  shalt  thou  go  and  no 
farther." 

As  to  the  right  of  the  negroes  of  the  Amistad 
to  do  what  they  did,  he  had  no  doubt.  They 
were  kidnapped  from  Afiica,  and  had  a  right  to 
defend  themselves  by  all  the  laws  of  God  and 
man  :  they  had  the  right,  too,  to  rise  on  their  cap- 
tors, and  hurl  them  into  the  deep,  to  achieve  their 
own  liberty,  just  as  would  the  citizens  of  the 
North  if  they  should  be  seized  and  carried  to  the 
Havana  for  a  like  purpose.  Tlie  position  of  the 
parties  (the  Spaniards  and  negroes)  was  one  of 
war;  but  when  the  negroes  came  on  our  shores, 
they  were  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  hospitality 
from  our  people.  We  had  no  right  to  interfere 
between  them  and  their  captors.  They  were  free 
men,  and  they  had  the  rights  of  freemen.  But 
we  took  from  them  their  ship,  and  gave  it  to  the 
S[)anish  claimants.  This  was  wrong.  If  we  were 
now  .called  to  give  the  negroes  the  value  of  the 
shin,  he  would  vote  for  it.  But  he  would  only 
add,  that  lie  de.«ired  to  send  the  case  to  a  select 
committee,  in  order  that  we  may  have  full  reports 
on  both  sides  of  the  question. 

The  CHAIRMAN  then  rose  to  put  the  ques- 
tion, but  said  he  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  do  so  in 
the  present  condition  of  the  committee.  One  of 
its  standing  rule.s  was  to  this  edect  :  "  Whenever 
'  the  Conunittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
'Union,  or  the  Committee  of  tiic  Whole  House, 

•  finds  ii.self  without  a  quorum,  the  chairman  shall 

•  cause  the  roil  of  the  llou.se  to  be  called,  and 
'  thereupon  the  committee  shall  rise,  and  the  chair- 

•  man  shail  report  the  nanus  of  the  absentees  to 
'  the  House,  wliich  .shall  be  entered  on  the  Jour- 
'nai."  There  being  now  less  than  a  quorum 
present,  he  directed  the  Clerk  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  HUDSON  inquired  iiow  it  liad  been  asccr- 
lau)ed  that  there  was  no  quorum  pre.sent — there 
had  been  no  count. 


The  CHAIRMAN  reiterated  the  terms  of  the 
rul^whicii  he  said  were  imperative. 

J\Tr.  HUDSON  said  his  question  was,  how  this 
finding  of  the  want  of  a  quorum  had  been  ascer- 
tained, as  no  vote  had  been  taken. 

The  CFIAIRMAN  replied  that  there  was  evi- 
dently no  quorum  present;  and  as  the  question  was 
now  to  be  taken  on  the  amendment,  it  became  the 
duty  of  the  Chair  to  order  the  roll  to  be  called. 

Mr.  HUDSON  said  the  Chair  had  no  official 
knowledge  of  the  want  of  a  quorum  until  it  had 
been  ascertained  by  a  count. 

Mr.  BOYD  also  asked  how  the  want  of  a  quo- 
rum had  been  ascertained.  He  desired  to  know 
by  what  test  the  fact  had  been  discovered. 

The  CHAIRAIAN  replied  that  his  own  eyes  had 
ascertained  the  fact,  and  in  such  circumstances  the 
rules  made  it  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Chair  to 
order  the  roll  to  be  called. 

Mr.  McKAY  rose  and  said,  while  they  had  been 
discussing  this  matter,  the  pages  had  been  to  the 
Senate,  and  brought  in  a  sufficient  immber  of  mem- 
bers to  constitute  a  quorum.  This,  he  was  of  opin- 
ion, was  contrary  to  tJie  spirit  of  the  rule,  and  he 
hoped  the  Doorkeeper  would  avoid  this  in  future, 
and  thai,  on  a  recurrence  of  such  a  circumstance, 
the  Chair  would  order  the  doors  to-be  closed. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  in  exculpation  of  the  Door- 
keeper, staled  that  the  pages  had  acted  under  his 
directions. 

I'here  being  a  quorum  now  present,  tiie  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  [Mr.  GhDoiNGs,]  which  was  deler- 
mined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  substitute  of 
the  gentleman  from   Pennsylvania,    [Mr.    Brou- 

HEAD.] 

Mr.  VINTON  desired  to  say  a  word  or  two  in 
explanation  of  what  had  been  spoken  of  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvama,  [Mr.  Brodi-iead.] 
That  gentleman  had  said  that  it  had  been  the  uni- 
versal rule  heretofore  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  whatever  concerned  the  finances 
and  the  revenues  of  the  country.  In  that  the  gen- 
tleman was  correct,  and  he  would  find  that  the  first 
resolution  proposed  to  make  such  a  reference  of 
all  such  matters — not  only  all  that  relates  to  the 
sub-treasury  act,  but  everything  else  that  belonged 
to  the  revenues  of  the  country. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  said  that 
that  part  of  the  President's  message  which  relates 
to  the  "  operation"  of  the  sub-treasury  act  should 
not  be  disposed  of  as  was  proposed  by  his  (Mr, 
V.  's)  resolutions.  The  President,  in  his  message, 
explained,  in  the  first  place,  the  operation  of  the 
sub-treasury  act  and  the  provisions  of  law  on  the 
subject  of  the  revenue.  But  the  President  said 
furllier,  that  the  sub-treasury  act  had  had  a  salu- 
tary influence  on  the  country , and  on  the  commerce 
of  th'e  country;  and  he  takes  great  credit  to  himself 
for  its  beneficial  influence  on  the  commerce  of  the 
country  in  contradistinction  to  the  revenues. 

[Here  a  message  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  announcing  that  he  had 
approved  and  signed  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  subsistence  in  kind,  &c.] 

Mr.  VINTON  then  resumed:  The  President  of 
the  United  States  had  thought  it  important  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  and  of  the  country  to 
the  influence  the  sub-treasury  had  had  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  country;  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
then  was  surely  the  appropriate  committee  to  have 
that  part  under  investigation,  for  the  influence  of 
the  sub-treasury  on  the  commerce  of  the  country 
did  not  strictly  and  appropriately  belong  to  the 
Committee  of  Vvays  and  Means.  So  far  as  it 
relates  to  the  revenues  of  the  country  it  does  belong 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  no 
further.  If  it  had  had  such  an  influence  as  the 
President  seemed  to  suppose  on  the  (lommerce  of 
the  country,  it  was  projwr  that  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  should  act  upon  it.  It  was  that  com- 
mittee's appropriate  province. 

But  the  President  does  not  stop  there,  for  lie 
says  that  the  tarift'actof  18K)  had  had  a  beneficial 
influence  on  the  agriculture  of  the  country.  He 
did  not  understand  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania to  object  to  the  reference  designed  for  that 
part  of  the  President's  message.  It  certainly  was 
no  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  inquire  into  the  operation  of  measures 
on  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  country,  except 
so  far  as  related  to  the  raising  of  revenue,  lii  his 
resolutions,  therefore,  apportioning  the  President's 


message,  he  had  followed  the  topics  in  their  order 
as  touched  upon  by  the  President,  and  had  made 
such  a  division  as  the  subjects  themselves  suggest- 
!  ed. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  also  objected 
I  to  the  raising  of  a  select  committee  to  whom  shall 
,  be  referred  all  that  portion  of  the  President's  ines- 
;  sage  which  relates  to  the  manner  in  which  the  war 
I  shall  be  hereal"tcr  conducted,  and  the  policy  which 
I  was   to   be  pursued.     That  portion  of  the  Presi- 
dent's-message  which  lelates  to  the  commencement 
}  of  hostilities,  &,c.,the  gentleman  fiom  Pennsylva- 
nia thought  should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Aflfairs.     But  the  question  was   as  to   the  manner 
in  which  the   war  shall   hereafter  be  prosecuted, 
and   the  policy  that  shall   be  pursued;  and  every 
gentleman  who  reflected  on  that  subject,  would  see 
that  it  was  as  much  a  domestic  as  a  foreign  ques- 
tion.    The  policy  which  had  been  marked  out  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  involved   pro- 
posals  to  incorporate    part,  if  not  the   whole  of 
Mexico,  into  this  Union,  or  that  we  should   hold 
it  as  an   indemniiy    for  the  expenses   of  the  war. 
Here,   then,  weie  great  questions,  which,  if  car- 
ried out,  would,  in   the  end,   have  a  vastly  greater 
influence  on  our  domestic  institutions  and  our  pros- 
perity than  on  Mexico  herself. 

It  is  indeed  possilde,  as  is  said  in  the  message, 
that  these  great  national  movements  may  in  their 
effects  prove  beneficial  to  Mexico;  but,  if  such 
shall  be  the  result,  it  will  be  attained,  if  at  all,  at 
a  greatl5^  disproportionate  cost  to  the  United  States. 
I  trust  that  a  subject  so  great  and  so  imiiortant  as 
this,  one  of  the  greatest,  certainly,  that  ever  has 
been  presented  by  any  Executive  to  the  American 
people,  will  be  sent  (where  it  ought  to  go)  to  a  se- 
lect committee — a  committee  of  gentlemen  selected 
for  this  especial  duty.  The  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs,  as  proposed  in  the  resolutions  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  will  have  a  broader 
scope  for  their  consideration  and  action  than  ever 
was  before  given  to  any  committee  in  this  country. 
I  do  not,  however,  mean  to  discuss  the  subject; 
the  time  v.-ill  not  permit;  but  I  will  say  this,  that 
in  reading  the  message,  I  was  impressed  with  the 
conviction,  and  I  do  now  solemnly  believe,  that  in 
that  state  paper  there  are  presented  a  greater  num- 
ber of  weighty  and  momentous  questions — more 
new  questions  especially,  on  international  law — 
than  in  any  Executive  message  that  has  appeared 
within  a  quarter  of  a  century  past. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  rose,  and  expressed  a 
desire  to  address  the  committee  on  the  subject  be- 
fore it;  but  not  feeling  able  at  this  moment,  on 
account  of  the  state  of  his  health,  he  moved  that 
the  committee  do  now  rise. 

The  motion  prevailing,  the  committee  rose  ac- 
cordingly. 

PETITIONS. 
Petitions  were  presented  and  disposed  of  as  fol- 
lows, viz  : 

By  Mr.  TRUMAN  SMITH:  Of  officers  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States  in  Mexico,  for  a 
further  provision  by-law  for  the  support  of  the 
families  of  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  fall  in 
battle  or  die  in  the  public  service.  Also,  of  ofllcers 
of  the  United  States  army  m  Mexico,  for  an  asy- 
lum in  behalf  of  invalid  soldiers.  Also,  of  oflicers 
of  the  United  States  army  in  Mexico,  for  a  retiring 
list  of  such  olficers  as,  by  age,  infirmity,  or  other 
cause,  become  incompetent  to  discharge  their  field 
duties,  and  tliat  their  places  be  filled  in  a  course 
of  regular  promotion.  Also,  of  Mrs.  F.  P.  Gard- 
ner for  a  pension,  &c. 

The  latter  petition  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Atlairs. 

In  presenting  the  first  three  petitions,  Mr. 
SMITH  remarked  that  they  were  dated  August 
1st,  and  consequently  before  the  army  entered 
into  the  basin  of  Mexico,  and  before  the  several 
battles  which  ended  in  the  capture  of  the  city  of 
Mexico.  Many  of  the  petitioners  who  had  asked 
Congress  to  make  provision  for  the  families  of 
those  who  should  fall  in  battle,  were  well  known 
to  have  already  fallen  since  they  signed  the  peti- 
tion. However  much  doubt  he  felt  in  relation  to 
the  justice  of  the  war,  or  its  origin,  or  the  policy 
of  sending  our  armies  into  the  heart  of  Mexico, 
he  could  liever  hesitate  in  his  advocacy  of  a  meas- 
ure of  simple  justice  to  those  who  had  fallen  in 
their  country's  service.  He  moved  that  the  me- 
morials be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 
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Mr.  HOWELL  COBB  informed  the  genileman 
that  the  memorial  had  already  been  printed,  (by 
order  of  the  Senate,)  and  laid  upon  their  tables. 

The  motion  to  print  was  then  negatived,  and  the 
reference  ordered. 

Mr.  SMITH  also  presented  tlie  petition  of  the 
widow  of  Aljm.  C.  Fowler,  praying  a  pension: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

By  Mr.  CHASE:  Of  L.  P.  Cheathatn,  for  com- 
pensation for  losses  incurred  in  the  removal  of  the 
Cherokee  Indians :  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

By  Mr.  MOREHEAD:  Of  Alfred  F.  Jones, 
for  an  amendment  of  the  patent  law:  referred  to 
tiie  Committee  on  Patents. 

By  Mr.  KENNON:  Of  citizens  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  to  place  Henry  Johnston  of  said  State  on  the 
pension  roll:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 

By  Mr.  TALLMADGE:  Of  Mr.  R.  L.Schieff- 
elin,  for  the  settlement  of  claims  relative  to  prop- 
erty lost  in  the  war  of  1812. 

By  Mr.  VAN  DYKE:  Of  Robert  Davidson,  for 
confirmation  of  certain  land  tilles. 

ByMr.  N.  EVANS:  Of  T.  Campbell,  for  a  pen- 
sion: referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions. 

By  Mr.  MILLER:  Of  192  citizens  of  Richland 
county,  Ohio,  for  a  daily  mail-route  from  Pitt.-s- 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  to  Mansfield,  Ohio:  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Poit  Roads. 

By  Mr.  SCHENCK:  Of  L.  G.  Curtiss,  editor 
of  the  Cincinnati  Commercial,  in  relation  to  the 
printing  of  the  Cincinnati  post  office  letter  list: 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  presented  the  pro- 
ceedings of  "a  great  Democratic  meeting,  held  in 
Philadelphia,  December  18,  to  sustain  the  Admin- 
istration and  the  war." 

Mr.  BROWN  said,  as  the  proceedings  had  been 
extensively  published  and  read,  he  would  not  ask 
to  have  them  printed  or  read,  but  merely  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  House  for  its  use;  which  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

By  Mr.  EMBREE:  Of  H.  M.  Leeds  and  oth- 
ers, of  the  counties  of  Vanderburgh  and  Posey, 
Indiana,  for  a  mail-route  from  Evansville  to  Cyn- 
thiana,  in  Posey  county:  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  TOMPKINS:  Of  G.  T.  Swann,  S.  R. 
Adams,  and  Charles  Scott,  relative  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  Jackson  to  Brandon, 
Mississippi:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals. 

By  Mr.  TURNER :  Of  C.  M.  Dewey  and  112 
others,  for  permission  to  C.  M.  Dewey  to  Aow 
certain  Government  lands  in  the  Winnebago 
Swamp,  Illinois:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Also,  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  respecting 
Government  lands:  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

By  Mr.  W.  R.  W.  COBB  :  Of  Jonathan  Tip- 
ton, for  a  revolutionary  pension:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  HARRIS:  Of  J.  P.  Montgomery  and 
others,  of  Alabama,  for  a  mail-route  from  We- 
tumpka  to  Medowee,  Alabama:  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  W.  R.  W.  COBB:  Of  sundry  persons, 
for  a  mail-route  from  Jasper  to  Springvijle,  Ala- 
bama; referred  to  the  Cotnmitteeon  the'Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

By  Mr.  LEFFLER:  Resolutions  of  an  Iowa 
City  meetmg,  in  favor  of  a  railroad  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  to  the  Pacific:  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Also,  of  the  Iowa  Legislature,  for  a  grant  of  six 
sections  of  United  States  Government  land  to  the 
Des  Moines  College,  (Presbyterian,)  Iowa:  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

By  Mr.  WM.  THOMPSON:  Of  E.  Drown 
and  172  others,  of  Iowa,  for  a  change  in  mail-route 
No.  4,581,  from  Burlington  to  Fairfield:  referred 
lo  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Also,  of  William  Eaton  and  13  others,  of  Iowa, 
for  an  extension  of  the  act  of  July  27,  1842,  in 
relation  to  bounty  lands  for  inilitary  services:  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolulionaty  Pen- 
sions. 

By  Mr.  TWEEDY:  Memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  of  Wisconsin,  praying  for  the  con- 


struction of  a  road  from  the  Falls  of  St.  Croix  to 
La  Pointe,  on  Lake  Superior,  heretofore  presented 
Rdarch  31,  1843  :  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals.  Like  memorial  for  a  road'from 
Prairie  (lu  Chien  to  La  Pointe,  heretofore  present- 
ed April  7,  1846.  Petition  of  citizens  of  Wiscon- 
sin, for  appropriation  for  same  objict,  heretofore 
presented  March  9, 1846  :  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

By  Mr.  LINCOLN:  Of  James  Semple  and 
others,  against  the  petition  of  the  city  of  Alton,  Illi- 
nois, praying  a  relinquislmient  of  certain  lands 
therein  described  :  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pulilic  Lands. 

By  Mr.  CLINGMAN:  Of  numerous  families 
of  the  Cherokee  nation,  for  remuneration  on  ac- 
count of  alleged  breaches  of  foith  upon  the  part  of 
the  United  States  agents  commissioned  to  make  ar- 
rangements respecting  lands  given  to  the  Cherokee 
nation:  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs. 

TEXAS   VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  gave  notice  that  on  to-mor- 
row, or  some  subsequent  day,  he  shall  introduce  a 
joint  resolution  providing  for  the  payment  of  the 
regiment  of  Texas  volunteers  called  into  the  ser- 
vice by  Colonel  Curtis,  commanding  officer  at  Ca- 
margo.  ^ 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  THOMAS  BUTLER  KING,  from  the 
Committee  on  Naval  AfF-tirs,  reported  a  bill  ma- 
king an  appropriation  of  §150,000,  to  be  applied 
towards  the  construction  of  a  dry  dock  in  the 
harbor  of  New  York.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  STANTON,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Catha- 
rine Clark,  widow  of  Joseph  Clark.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  SCPIENCK,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Gluinn.  Read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Connecticut,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  ascertainment  and  satisfaction  of  claims  of 
American  citizens  for  spoliations  committed  by 
the  French  prior  to  the  Slst  of  July,  1801.  Read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  COCKE,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of  Mary  Patton.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same;  committee,  reported  a  bill 
making  further  provision  for  surviving  widows  of 
the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  hoped  the  House  would  allow 
the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  SIMS,  who  moved 
the  commitment  of  the  bill,  and  by  Mr.  JONES, 
of  Tennessee,  in  opposition  to  the  motion  to  com- 
mit and  in  favor  of  the  bill,  the  question  on  com- 
mitting the  bill  was  disagreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  STRONG,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions,  made  adverse  reports  on  the 
petitions  of  Catharine  Abel,  Sarah  Nixon,  and 
Eunice  Goodell.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Clapper.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE,  of  New  York,  from  the 
same  committee,  made  adverse  reports  on  the  pe- 
titions of  Alexander  Wallace  and  Mary  Corwin. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  bills  for  the  benefit  of  Harriet 
Barney,  widow  of  Joshua  Barney;  for  the  relief 
of  Anthony  Walton  Bayard;  and  for  the  relief  of 
George  Newton;  which  several  bills  were  read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  VENABJLE,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Russell  Goss.  Read 
and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  adverse 
reports  on  the  petitions  of  Jo.'seph  Coberly  and 
Peter  Coville.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FARRELLY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Patents,  reported  bills  to  provide  for  additional 
examiners  at  the  Patent  Office;  for  the  relief  of 
Captain  Henry  M.  Shreve;  and  for  the  relief  of 
Calvin  Emmons;  all  of  which  were  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  HENLEY,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported bills  for  the  relief  of  John  J.  Adams,  and 


for  the  relief  of  E.  Goodrich  Smith;  which   billsg 
were  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  David  Myerlc.  Read  and  committed- 
Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee oil  Accounts,  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  the  aUownnce  to  each  member  of  the 
House  for  stiUionery  and  other  articles  charged  to  them  hy 
tlie  postma.-ter,  be  hniitcd  to  the  sum  of  thirty-five  dollars 
for  the  loui;,  and  twenty-five  dollars  for  tlie  s-hort,  session  of 
each  Congress. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  committees  having  been  called  through  for 
reports — 

The  SPEAKER  annouced  that  the  next  subject 
in  order  was  the  unfinished  business,  viz  ;  resolu- 
tions lying  over  under  the  rule. 

The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  McKay  several 
days  since,  authorizing  the  printing  of  10,000  extra 
copies  of  the  report  on  commerce  and  navigation, 
►was  taken  up  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing. 

The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll, 
on  the  18th  December  last,  directing  "  that  1,000 
copies  of  the  reporlof  the  Secretary  of  theTreasury 
upon  the  coast  survey  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey,"  was  taken 
up  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  BRODHEAD,on  the 
20th  of  December  last,  "  that  the  usual  number  of 
copies  of  a  bill  relating  to  postage  on  newspapers 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House,"  was  taken 
up  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 
RELATING  TO  THE  WAR. 

The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Goggin  several 
days  since  was  next  taken  up,  viz  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  this  House  any  instructions 
wliieh  may  have  been  given  to  any  of  the  officers  of  the 
army  or  navy  of  the;  United  States,  or  other  persons,  in  re- 
gard to  the  return  of  President  General  Antonio  Lopez  de 
Santa  Anna,  or  any  other  Mexican,  to  the  Republic  of  Mex- 
ico, prior  or  snb3equ(^nt  to  the  order  of  the  President  or 
Secretary  of  War,  issued  in  January,  1846,  for  tlie  march  of 
the  army  from  the  Nueces  river,  across  the  "stupendous  de- 
serts" which  intervene,  to  the  Rio  Grande ;  that  the  date  of 
all  such  instructions,  orders,  and  correspondence,  be  set 
forth,  toseiher  with  the  instructions  and  orders  issued  to 
Mr.  Slidell  at  any  time  prior  or  subsequent  to  his  departure 
for  Mexico  as  Minister  I'lenipoteniiary  of  the  United  States 
to  that  Republic. 

Mr.  McLANE  proposed,  before  the  question 
was  put,  to  give  a  reason  why  he  was  opposed  to  the 
adoption  of  the  original  resolution.  •  The  informa- 
tion called  for  was  already  on  record,  within  the 
reach  of  every  member  of  this  House.  Docu- 
ments had  been  printed  giving  all  the  instructions 
furnished  to  Mr.  Slidell,  together  with  despatches 
from  General  Taylor,  by  which  General  Taylor 
advised  the  President  to  send  him  to  the  Rio 
Grande.  These  despatches  furnished  advice  not 
only  on  military,  but  on  political  grounds,  and  they 
presented  General  Taylor  not  only  as  an  accom- 
plished military  chieftain,  but  as  a  statesman  and 
a  patriot,  ready  to  support  the  Government  under 
which  he  served  as  a  commissioned  officer.  They 
presented  him  in  the  light  of  a  public  servant  ca- 
pable of  going  beyond  the  scope  of  military  duty: 
they  showed  that  he  thoroughly  understood,  and 
was  acquainted  with,  the  political  considerations 
involved  in  the  movement  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged; that  he  understood  the  Rio  Grande  to  be 
the  boundary  which  the  annexation  of  Texas  had 
forced  between  us  and  Mexico;  and  he  therefore 
induced  the  President  to  send  him  to  the  Rio 
Grande  as  a  political  movement.  Mr.  McL.  was 
understood  to  say,  that  ample  information  was 
contained  respecting  Mr.  Slidell 's  instructions  and 
General  Taylor's  tlespatchcs  in  the  document  to 
which  he  referred:  it  contained  all  the  correspond- 
ence connected  with  Mr.  Slidell 's  mission,  and 
therefore  he  should  vote  against  reprinting  and  re- 
publishing the  document. 

Mr.  McL.  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  BoTTs,  by  adding  thereto  the  following  : 

"  ProndeJ,  That  the  same  documents  have  not  already 
been  printed  and  laid  before  the  House." 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  explained  that  the 
information  soujrht  to  be  obtained  by  this  resolu- 
tion, and  the  document  to  which  his  colleague 
referred,  were  very  distinct  and  different  in  their 
character. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  presumed  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  had  no  desire  to  mislead  and  misinform 
the  House  us  to  the  document  in  question.     The 
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character  of  that  gentleman  forbade  such  a  suppo- 
sition. And  yet  the  positive  assertion  that,  by  the 
kst  Congress,  a  call  was  made  on,  and  fully  an- 
swered by  the  Executive,  giving  all  the  informa- 
tion which  this  resokiiion  called  for,  astonished 
him,  (Mr.  A.,)  who  wcis  a  member  of  that  Con- 
gress. During  the  lust  Congress,  a  resolution  was 
olfered  by  a  gentleman  from  Mississippi  calling 
for  the  correspondence  of  General  Taylor,  and  he 
(Mr.  A.)  had  the  honor  of  olleriiig  an  amendment 
similar  to  this  resolution,  for  the  jjurpose  of  ob- 
taining all  instructions  and  despatches  in  connec- 
tion with  the  return  of  Santa  Anna,  on  which  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  taken;  but,  instead  of  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  consenting  to  the  call, 
he  held  in  his  hand  a  book  which  showed  that 
tliey  voted  against  it,  and  it  did  not  pass. 

Mr.  McLANE  rose  to  ex|)lain.  Having  had 
an  opportunity  again  to  hear  the  resolution  read, 
lie  was  understood  to  say  that  he  had  mistaken  its 
object.  He  was  now  ready  to  vote  for  the  call 
proposed. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  was  sure  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  was  laboring  under  a  misapprehension 
when  he  made  the  assertion  he  had  now  with- 
drawn. He  (Mr.  A.)  was  about  to  read  a  call 
for  General  Taylor's  correspondence  to  show  him 
the  error  which  he  had  now  so  frankly  acknowl- 
edged. There  was  no-call  for  these  ]iapers.  It 
was  attempted,  but  it  was  refused  by  the  political 
friends  of  the  gentleman  from  jNIaryland.  The 
in.'jtructions  to  Mr.  Slidell  never  had  been  furnish- 
ed, though  he  believed  there  was  a  call  of  the  Sen- 
ate for  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Slidell  and 
Mr.  Buchanan.  The  President's  war  message 
contained  papers  on  that  subject;  but  Mr.  Slidell's 
instructions  had  never  been  furnished,  noi- did  any 
one  know  under  what  instructions  Mr.  Slidell 
went  to  Mexico.  This  resolution  called  for  com- 
munications between  President  Polk  and  Santa 
Anna,  to  wliich  he  now  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  withdrew  his  objections. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  he  desired  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolutions. 

The  CHAIR  reminded  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia that  there  was  one  amendment  already  pend- 
ing, offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
McLaxe.] 

Mr.  BAYLY  thought  it  had  been  withdrawn, 
but  was  informed  that  it  had  not.  He  then  ob- 
served that  the  resolutions  ought  to  be  amended. 
All  he  wished  was,  that  the  usual  qualification 
should  be  a|ipended  which  had  always  accompa- 
nied important  calls  for  information  in  relation  to 
our  foreign  affairs,  viz:  if  compliance  with  the  call 
should  not  be  incompatible  with  the  public  inter- 
est. The  resolution,  as  it  stood,  was  exceedingly 
broad;  it  embraced  all  orders  given  to  officers, 
whether  of  the  army  or  navy,  touching  the  return 
of  every  person  who  had  been  admitted  into  Mex- 
ico, not  only  Santa  Anna,  but  every  other  person. 
It  surely  could  not  be  proper,  in  the  present  pos- 
ture of  oin-  affairs,  to  insist  on  such  a  call  in  an 
unqualified  form.  He  asked,  therefore,  that  the 
qualification  which  had  betm  usual  in  all  similar 
calls  from  the  foimdation  of  the  Government  should 
be  appended  to  this  one,  viz:  "if  not  incompatible 
■with  the  pul)lio  interest." 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said,  that  as  he  had  had  the  honor 
to  present  the  resolution,  and  the  gentleman  on  the 
other  side  had  avowed  his  readiness  to  vote  for  it, 
he  would  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  THO.MPSON,  of  Mi.s.sissippi,  desired  to 
propose  an  amendment,  which  he  hoped  would  be 
accepted  as  a  modification,  and  which  he  wished 
read  for  information. 

It  was  read,  and  was  substantially  as  follows: 
"  that  the  President  also  communicate  any  orders,  if 
any  were  given,  in  relation  .to  the  return  of  Parcdcs 
to  Mexico." 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said  he  was  perfectly  willin"-  to 
accept  this  as  a  modification  of  his  resolution;  and, 
having  done  so,  he  renewed  his  call  for  the  previ- 
ous question. 

Mr.  BAYLY  snid  that  if  llin  motion  for  the  pre- 
vious question  should  prevail,  he  woidil  be  de- 
prived of  the  opportunity  to  move  the  modification 
he  had  indicated — a  modification  which  had  never, 
as  he  recollected,  been  refused. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said  that  the  acceptance  of  such 
a  modification  would,  in  his  judgment,  be  equiva- 
lent to  giving  up  the  resolution  entirely. 

The  question  being  on  seconding  the  call  for  the 
previous  question,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 


as  follows:  Ayes  98,  noes  not  counted.     So  the 
call  was  seconded. 

Mr.  KAUEMAN  moved  to  adjourn.     Lost. 

The  question  then  being.  Shall  the  main  ques- 
tion be  now  put.' 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and  ordered; 
and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas  108, 
nays  65. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  then  moved  to 
lay  the  lesoluiion  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  inquired  of  the  Chair 
if  the  nun-ning  hour  devoted  to  the  consideration 
of  resolutions  had  not  expired.' 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  had;  and  read  the  27th 
rule. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the  House 
proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.-HAMMONS  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ.    Disagreed  to. 

jMr.  ASHMUN   inquired  of  the   Chair,  if  the 
House  refused  to  proceed  to  the  ortlers  of  the  day, 
whether  the  resolution  would  not  still  remain  be- 
ll^ore  the  Elouse. 

The  SPEAKER  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  to  proceed  to  the  orders  of  the  day 
was  then  put,  and  disagreed  to. 

And  the  question  on  Mr.  Houston's  motion  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  was  also  disagreed 
to. 

After  some  suggestions,  inquiries,  and  conver- 
sation between  the  SpiiAKER  and  various  members, 
which,  amid  the  confusion,  escaped  the  ear  of  the 
reporter — 

The  SPEAKER  observed  that  some  doubt  had 
been  expressed  as  to  whether  the  amendment 
offered  l)y  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr. 
McLaiVe]  had  iieen  withdrawn. 

Mr.  McLANE  said  that  he  had  not  withdrawn 
the  amendment:  and,  as  it  had  not  yet  been  acted 
upon,  he  believed  it  was  his  right  still  to  modify  it. 
He  would  therefore  modify  it  by  adding  the  usual 
qualification,  "  if,  in  his  opinion,  it  shall  not  be  in- 
compatible with  the  public  interest." 
•  Some  confusion  here  took  place,  several  gen- 
tlemen rising  at  once  and  insisting  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  had  no  right  to  make  the 
modification  after  the  previous  question  had  been 
ordered. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  every  member  had  a 
right  to  withdraw  or  modify  any  amendment  he 
might  have  offered  previous  to  any  independent 
action  of  the  House  on  such  amendinent. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  I'OOMBS  took  an  ap- 
peal. 

The  question  of  order  was  debated  at  some 
length,  and  the  question  being  on  sustaining  the 
decision  of  the  Chair — 

Mr.  KAUEMAN  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ.    Disagreed  to. 

The  question  on  the  appeal  was  then  put,  to  wit: 
"  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judg- 
ment of  the  House.'" 

It  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays: 
Yeas  52,  nays  115. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  reversed. 

Mr.  McLANE  then  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  WICK  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 
Disagreed  to. 

Mr.  BAYLY  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting 
on  the  question  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution, 
which  motion  he  withdrew  before  a  decision  on 
the  subject  was  had. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution,  and  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in 
the  affirmative:  Yeas  145,  nays  15,  as  follows: 

YEASj— Messrs.  Ahbolt,  .lolin  Uuiiicy  Adams,  Green 
.^diiiiis,  Asluiiun,  li!uriii]t!cr,  JJealu,  tiediiigir,  Uolclicr, 
Biji'.;li;i>ii,  lil.iiicliard,  liotts,  ISowdoii,  lioydon,  lirady, 
liiickiicr,  liiirt,  liuller,  Cabell,  C^uihy,  Catlicart,  Cliapinan, 
Uc'verly  L.  Clark,  (^lin^nian,  Cocke,  Collaincr,  Conger, 
Cranston,  Crovvcll,  Cruziur,  Jlickcy,  Dickiii.-^oii,  Dixon,  Uoit- 
nell,  Diic^r,  llaiiisd  Duncan,  Gainctt  Duncan,  J)unn,  lickert, 
lOilvvarda,  Enjbri'e,.\Icxandei-  Kvans,  Nailian  Kvans,  Faran, 
r'arrc'My,Fcarli(,'rstiin.  Ficklin,  I'"islirr,Fri'i'(ilcy,  Frcncli,  Ful- 
ton, Gavli'.  (icnliv,  (iiildinL's,  G<i!j;:;in,  (icitl,  Groi'ii,  Griigorv, 
Griiincll,  Hale,  W'illaid  1".  Hall,  N.  k.  Mali,  Moses  llani|)ton, 
Harris,  llaHkill,  Henley,  Henry,  lliliard,  .lohn  VV.  Houston, 
Hubliard,  Hudson,  Inge,  Charles  J.  jnijersoll,  Josf^pli  R.  Iii- 
(;ersoll,  Andrew .lolnison,  George  W.  Jones,  John  VV.  Jones, 
Kello;;^,  T.  B.  Kill;;,  Daniel  P.  King,  l,nhni,  Wni.  T.  Law- 
rence, Lilltir,  I, igon,  Lincoln,  Lord,  Luiri|)kln,  McClelland, 
Mcllvaine,  ,McKay,  McLane,Mann,  i\Iar.-li,  Alarvin,  More- 
head,  Morris,  Aliillin,  Nols(Ui,  Nes,  Ncwall,  ( inUaw,  Pendle- 
ton, I'cvton,  I'hnlps,  I'reston,  Tutnani,  Hevnohls,  Ifoliinson, 
Kockhill,  Julius  llockvvcll,  John  A.  Hoekuell,  Konian, 
Uiiol,  Runisey,.Schi'nck,Sliepperd,  Sherrill,  i^iuipson.  Sims, 
Slincerland,  Caleb  11.  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stanton, 
Stephens,  Andrew  Slew.nrt,  Cliniles  E.  Stuart,  Strohni, 
Suoiig,  Silvester,  Tall  madge,  Thibodcaux,  Taylor,  Thomas, 


Tompkins,  Richard  W.   Thompson,   John  B.  Thompson, 

William  ThonipstnjjTiHUslon,  Toombs,  Turner,  Van  Dyke, 

V(  liable,  Vintuii,  VVairen,  Wilson,  and  Woodward— 145. 

NAVS— Messrs.  Bovd,  Bro<llieari,  Charles  Brown,  How- 

I  Pll  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  VV.  Cobb,  Daniel,  Hammons.  Hill, 

j  Geoige  S.  Hou.-,|on.  Janiieson,  Kaufman,  Kennon,  Miller, 

I  Riohey,  and  Sawyer — 15. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to; 
And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  d-c. 
The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred : 

By  Mr.  ABBOTT :  The  petition  of  James  Burns,  of  New- 
bnryport,  in  the  Stale  oC  Massachusetts,  praying  for  pecuni- 
ary aid,  in  consideration  ofwouiuLs  received  while  on  board 
the  frigate  Constitution,  in  her  conflict  with  a  French  ship 
o!'  war. 

By  Mr.  NiEADE:  The  petition  of  Nathaniel  Harrison^ 
praying  for  a  pension. 

By  Ivir.  JUHNSON,  of  New  Hampshire:  The  petition  of 
Jared  W.  Williams  and  others,  tor  an  increase  of  inspeetors 
of  ihe  customs. 

By  .^Ir.  CROWELL  :  The  petition  of  John  Jennings  and 
other.?,  citizens  of  Trumbull  county,  praying  for  peace  with 
Me.vieo. 

By  Mr.  ECKERT :  A  petition  of  citizens  of  SchnylkiH 
county,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  to  much  of  the  post  office 
laws  as  prohibit  new.spapcrs  from  being  carried  lo  all  post 
olfices  within  the  counties  in  which  Ihev  are  published. 

By  iMr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee  J  The  memorial  of 
Lewis  Roberts,  praying  Congress  to  grant  him  pay  for  ser- 
vices rendered  during  tiie  last  war  with  Great  Britain  as  ar- 
tificer. 

By  Mr.  GIDDINGS  :  The  petiJions  of  S.  Benedict  and  26 
others;  of  llie  Green  Plain  Quarterly  Meeting  of  Friends; 
of  J.  M.  Ne^vcolnb  and  20  others;  of  P.  A.  Gould  and  2i 
others,  all  citizens  of  Ohio,  agaiiu-t  the  Mexican  war.  Also, 
of  Josepli  A.  Dougdale  and  39  others,  citizens  of  Ohio ;  of 
Charles  G.  Adams  and  26  other  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  Congress  to  take  mtasures  to  separate  the  Federal 
Govennnent  from  the  support  of  slavery. 

By.  Mr.  TWEEDV:  'J'lie  petitiwn  in  behalf  of  Thomas 
A.  Boyd  and  others,  legal  representatives  of  Colonel  Gr-orge 
Boyd,  deeeased,  late  sub  Indian  agent  at  Green  Bay,  Wis- 
consin, praying  for  the  just  settlement  of  his  accoiuits. 
Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Racine,  for  a  ruad  I'roiu  that 
place  to  the  scat  of  government  of  Wiscon.sin  ;  and  another 
petition  for  an  appropriation  for  a  road  from  that  place  to 
Jonesville,  heretofore  presented,  January  22d,  lb46 ;  and 
three  other  petitions  from  citizens  of  Racine,  Burlington, 
and  Di'lavan.  for  an  appropriation  for  roads  from  Racine  to 
Beloit,  heretofore  presented  March,  184t).  Also,  the  petition 
of  citizens  of  Wisconsin,  for  an  appropriation  on  tlie  road 
from  f\Hlwau!iic  to  Green  Bay,  heretofore  presented  January 
(Uli,18;6;  another  for  the  siime  olijeot,  presented  January 
9th,  18-16.  Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Brown  and  other 
counties,  for  same  oliject,  heretofore  presented  January  28th, 
1846.  Also,  the  pctilion  of  citizens  of  Milwaukie,for  appro- 
priations on  certain  roads,  heretofore  presented  January 
28tli,  1S48.  Also,  nine  petitions  of  citizens  ot  Wisconsin, 
for  an  appropriation  for  a  road  from  .Mjlwaukie  to  Fond  du 
Lac.  heretofore  presented  January  SOth  and  31st.  18^16. 
Also,  the  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  ol  Wiscoit- 
siii,  praying  for  the  construclion  of  a  road  from  the  Falls  of 
St.  Croi.\  to  La  Pointe,  on  Lake  Superior,  heretofore  pre- 
sented March  31st,  1?45.  Also,  a  like  memorial  for  a  road 
from  Prairie  du  Chien  to  La  Pointe,  heretolbre  presented 
April  7,  1846.  Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  VVisconsin, 
for  an  appropriation  for  the  same  object,  heretofore  presented 
March  9,  184G. 

By  Mr.S.D.  HUBBARD:  The  petition  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Derby,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  asking  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor. 

By  Mr.  N.  K.  HALL  :  The  petition  of  Bershcba  McDan- 
iel,  a  revolutionary  pensioner,  praying  for  a  conlinuance  of 
her  pensicm.  Also,  the  petition  of  Dolly  Tracy,  widow  of 
Solomon  Tracy,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  praying  for  a 
pension. 

By  Mr.  DUER  :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  residing  on  the  northern  lakes  and  river  St.  Law- 
rence, praying  an  allowance  of  a  drawback  of  the  duty  paid 
on  Canadian  wheat,  upon  its  exportation  after  having  been 
manul'actured  into  fiour  in  this  country. 

By  Mr.  CKOWELL  :  The  (lelition  of  H.  KilhcfTer  and 
other  citizens  of  Summit  and  Medina  counties,  Ohio,  for  a 
tri-weekly  mail-route  from  Hudson  to  Brunswick, in  Medina 
county.  \ 

Mr.  I)UNC,'\N,  of  Ohio,  moved  that  the  memorial  of  John 
Ambrozine,  praying  to  surrcndei  the  bounty  land  to  him  jmt- 
enled.  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  House  and  referred  lo 
the  Conimillcc  on  the  Public  Lands. 

By  Mr.  BlvANCHARD,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  petition  of 
a  number  of  citizens  of  Hunterdon  county,  Pennsylvania, 
for  the  cqualizati(Ui  of  the  rates  of  postage. 

By  Mr.  ROCKHILL  :  The  petition  of  Lemuel  Robinett, 
pra.ving  an  extension  of  his  pension,  on  account  of  his  disa- 
bility resniling  from  woniwls  and  injuries  received  during  tho 
war  of  181'2,  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

l!y  Mr.  STKOHiM:  A  nn'morial  of  the  Cain  Quarterly 
Meelinu'  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends,  in  Lancaster 
eouiily,  P<'nnsyhania,  praying  (.'oicress  to  adopt  measures 
for  the  iinmciliali'  e.xtinetion  of  slavery  and  llii:  ahnlilicm  of 
th(!  slave-trade  in  the  Disuiet  of  Cnlnmbia  and  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  States;  and  also  to  aliolish  the  slave- 
trade  belween  the  Slates. 

By  Mr.  ABBOTT:  The  pctilion  of  Waldo  and  Fisher,  and 
69  olhers,  citizens  of  Lowell,  Massachnselis,  protesting 
against  any  alteration  in  tin'  act  of  Congress  passed  July  4, 
1836,  depriving  defendanls  of  any  righis  they  now  enjoy. 

By  Mr.  BUTLER  :  Petitions  of  eilizens  of  IV-nnsylvania, 
asking  Congress  to  pass  a  law  that  all  regular  newspapers 
mav  bo  carried  in  llic  United  Slates  mails  free  of  jmstage 
within  the  county  where  printed,  and  to  any  distance  not 
overlhirly  miles  out  of  the  county  where  printed.  Also,  the 
petition  of  Isaac  Porter,  asking  Congress  to  redeem  f  276  of 
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Continoutal  inonev,  according  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
under  wliieti  the  same  was  issued  ;  said  money  haviij!,'  been 
received  hy  petitioner's  father  for  medical  services  rendered 
during  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.* 
Wednesday,  January  5,  1848. 
The  Jourinal  of  yesterday  was  reitd  and  approved. 
Mr.  John  P.  Gaines,  a  Representative  from  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  appeared  this  day,  was  sworn 
to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  tTnited  States, 
and  took  his  seat  in  the  House. 

MR.  slidell's  instructions,  etc. 
Mr.  VENABLE  rose  to  a  privileged  question. 
He  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  of  yes- 
terday on  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Goggin,]  calling  on  the  President 
of  the  United  States  for  information.  He  had 
voted  for  the  resolution  under  the  operation  of  the 
previous  question,  by  which  all  amendments  were 
excluded.  His  purpose  at  present  was  to  move  a 
reconsideration,  with  a  view  to  insert,  after  the  re- 
quest for  information,  the  words,  "  if,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  President,  it  be  not  inconsistent  with 
the  public  interest."  The  high  and  gentlemanly 
courtesy  which  has  at  all  times  been  observed  by 
the  dilTerent  departments  of  this  Government  to- 
wards each  other  seems  to  have  been  overlooked 
in  this  instance;  and  he  felt  it  due  to  himself,  as 
well  as  to  this  House,  to  make  continual  claim  in 
favor  of  so  desirable  a  manner  of  intercourse.  It 
was  certainly  true  that  the  amenities  and  courte- 
sies of  life,  if  not  a  constituent  part,  were  very 
ornamental  attendants  upon  moral  excellence. 
The  manner  of  demand  could  in  no  way  control 
the  action  of  the  President.  It  was  the  false  po- 
sition occupied  by  this  House  in  relation  to  the 
proprieties  of  intercourse  with  the  Executive  which 
he  wished  to  remedy.  He  believed  that  he  spoke 
for  all  the  friends  of  the  Administration  in  this 
House,  when  he  said  that  all  desire  the  informa- 
tion called  for  to  be  communicated;  but  none,  he 
trusted,  were  satisfied  to  depart  from  the  respect- 
ful and  courteous  mode  of  communication  which 
he  believed  had  at  all  former  times  been  practised, 
and  to  which  this  resolution  presented  a  solitary 
exception. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table;  which  motion  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  107,  nays  87. 

Mr.  SAWYER  rose  to  a  privileged  question. 
He  moved  (he  said)  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Ashmun  was 
adopted,  instructing  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  the  repeal  of  all  laws  which  made  it  crim- 
inal for  individuals  or  companies  to  carry  mail 
matter  out  of  the  mail.  There  was  more  in  the 
resolution,  he  thought,  than  met  the  eye. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  Sawyer 
and  the  Speaker,  the  motion  was  ruled  out  of 
order,  because  it  appeared  that  the  resolution  had 
not  been  adopted. 

Mr.  S.  then  said,  he  should  take  some  occasion 
to  express  his  views  on  this  subject. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communication  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  viz  : 

Washfngton,  January  4,  1848. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  with  accompanying  documents,  being 
in  addition  to  a  report  made  on  the  27th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1847,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  1st  of  that  month,  re- 
questing the  President  to  communicate  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  all  the  correspondence 
■with  General  Taylor  since  the  commencement  of 
hostilities  with  Mexico,  which  has  not  yet  been 
nublished,  and  the  publication  of  which  "may  not 
be  deemed  detrimental  to  the  public  service  ;  also, 
the  correspondence  of  the  Cluartermasler  General 
in  relation  to  transportation  for  General  Taylor's 
army;  also,  the  reports  of  Brigadier  Generals  Ha- 
mer  and  Q,uitman  of  the  operations  of  their  respect- 
ive brigades  on  the  21st  of  September,  1846. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


*  Tor  greater  convenience  and  desi)al<li  in  the  ptihlioation 
of  this  work,  hereafter  the  proceedini.'.s  of  the  House  or 
Sunute  will  be  first  inserted,  us  they  may  be  received  by  us. 


The  SPEAKER  also  presented  a  communica- 
tion from  the  Secietary  of  War  transmitting  a 
report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  with  a 
list  of  pension  claims  rejected  during  the  past  year; 
and  a  communication  from  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  transmittii]g  copies  of  accounts  of 
receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  Post  OlHce 
Department  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1847. 

SMITHSONIAN    INSTITUTION. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  Ht)use  a 
report  from  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  insti- 
tution, showing  the  operations,  expenditures,  and 
condition  of  that  Institution  for  the  past  year. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  moved  to  lay 
the  report  on  the  table,  and  that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  called  for  a  divi- 
sion of  the  question,  so  as  to  take  the  question  sep- 
arately on  each  branch  of  the  motion. 

The  question  was  divided  accordingly,  and  the 
report  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table.  The 
question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  to  print — 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  opposed  the 
printing  at  present.  The  House  saw,  in  the  pro- 
position to  print  this  cumbrous  document,  a  begin- 
ning of  what  had  been  anticipated  by  some  who 
were  opposed  to  this  institution.  Here  was  a  long 
report,  accompanied  by  many  documents,  and  this 
House  was  called  upon  to  print  them;  and  he  ex- 
pected they  would  have  a  proposition  soon  to  print 
an  extra  number.  It  was  true  the  law  establish- 
ing this  institution  provides  that  the  Regents  should 
make  a  report  to  tlie  House;  but  before  this  report 
was  printed,  before  an  order  to  print  was  made, 
the  committee  on  the  Smithsonian  Institution 
ought  to  be  established,  and  ought  to  report  to  the 
House  the  propriety  of  having  this  report  and  the 
accompanying  documents  printed. 

Perhaps  it  might  be  considered  by  some,  as  he 
from  the  beginning  had  opposed  this  institution, 
that  he  had  some  personal  dislike  to  those  connect- 
ed with  it,  or  that  he  was  operated  upon  from  some 
other  unworthy  consideration,  that  produced  his 
opposition  to  it.  He  availed  himself  of  this  occa- 
sion to  disavow  anything  of  this  kind.  He  want- 
ed this  committee  established;  he  wanted  every 
thing  connected  with  this  institution  referred  to 
this  committee.  Let  that  committee  report  tlie 
result  of  their  investigation  to  this  House. 

But  while  he  was,  upon  the  floor,  there  were 
some  other  things  to  which  he  would  advert,  for  it 
was  very  difficult  for  him  to  get  the  floor  here  on 
any  given  subject.  He  had  had  the  lionor  of  making 
a  few  remarks  the  other  day  upon  the  resolution 
providing  for  the  establishment  of  a  committee 
upon  the  Smithsonian  Institution;  but  before  he  had 
concluded  his  remarks  the  House  adjourned,  and 
the  resolution  had  laid  over  from  that  day.  The 
whole  thing  was  left  in  the  fog,  and  no  one  could 
tell  when  it  would  be  reached  again. 

He  had  no  personal  hostility  to  this  institution. 
He  appreciated  and  approved  the  design  of  the 
donor.  He  thought  the  motives  and  intentions  of 
Mr.  Smithson  were  good;  but  this  thing  had  re- 
ceived an  improper  direction,  and  was  already  be- 
ginning, as  he  had  remarked,  to  result  in  a  large 
annual  expenditure  to  this  Government,  and  Con- 
gress were  called  upon  to  appropriate  sum  after 
sum  for  printing  and  for  other  expenses  in  getting 
up  this  institution,  which  was  to  result  in  no  good 
to  the  Government  or  the  country.  What  good 
could  result  from  this  institution,  witli  its  peculiar 
organization.'  Why,  it  would  have  been  much 
better,  and  would  no  doubt  have  fulfilled  the  good 
intentions  and  motives  of  the  man's  heart,  had  he 
bequeathed  this  sum_to  the  United  States  to  be  ex- 
pended in  erecting  school  houses  of  some  descrip- 
tion in  this  District,  and  in  the  districts  through- 
out the  country,  in  which  the  common  children  of 
the  country  could  be  educated.  It  would  have 
been  diffusing  knowledge  among  men  more  profit- 
ably, more  in  accordance  with  the  design  of  the 
donor.  But  what  good  has  this  institution  done, 
as  now  organized  ? 

Mr.  BOTTS  here  rose  to  a  question  of  order; 
and  called  for  the  special  order  of  the  day,  viz:  the 
joint  resolution  concerning  the  transportation  of 
the  mail  from  Washington  south,  which  had  been 
made  the  special  order  for  this  day,  atoneo'clock. 
THE  GREAT  SOUTHERN  MAIL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  in  the 
chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
said  special  order. 


The  joint  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 
ResoUed  hy  tlie  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  I  lie 
United  Slates  of  America  in  Congress  assemldcd,  That  the 
Postmaster  General  he,  and  heis  hereby,  authoiized  and  di- 
rected to  make  eiigafrements  with  the  Richmond,  Freder- 
icksburg, and  Potomac  Railroad  and  Steamboat  Company, 
for  the  transportation  of  the  great  northern  and  soulheru 
mail  between  the  city  of  Washington  and  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond ;  and  that  he  pay  for  said  transportation  the  highest 
pric.->,  now  paid  by  the  Post  Omce  Department  for  tiansport- 
ing  the  mail  once  per  day  on  any  other  railroad  and  steam- 
boat route  in  the  United  Slates,  and  no  more;  and  tliat  the 
said  Postmaster  General  be  authorized  to  allow  to  the  eon- 
tractors,  under  the  recent  arrangement,  such  an  equivalent 
as,  in  his  judgment,  shall  be  fair  and  equitable  for  the  routes 
hereby  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend  ■ 
the  resolution,  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
"more,"  in  the  lltli  line,  and  inserting — 

"Provided,  That  in  making  such  contract  or  engagement 
with  the  Postmaster  Gt-neral,  the  said  Richmond,  Freder- 
icksburg, and  Potomac  Railroad  and  Steamboat  Company 
shall  agree  and  engage  with  the  Postmaster  General  to  pay 
to  the  Post  Office  Ue[)a!tmentsueh  amount  or  sum  of  money 
as,  in  his  judgment,  shall  be  a  fair  and  equitable  equivalent 
to  the  contractors  for  transporlin;;  tlie  )Ma!l  fiom  Baltimore 
to  Petersburg  and  Richmond  on  tlie  bay  line,  and  to  the  eojr- 
tractois  from  Wa>liingtoii  to  Uiehmimd  under  the  recent 
arrangement,  as  will  indemnify  said  contractors  by  reason 
of  the  discontinuance  of  the  said  rouies  hereby  dispensed 
with." 

Mr.  BOTTS  proceeded  toaddressthecommittee. 
He  said,  if  he  could  approach  the  consideration  of 
this  question  without  having  to  encounter  precon- 
ceived impressions,  based,  as  he  believed,  upon  a 
misapprehension  of  the  merits  of  the  question,  he 
should  enter  upon  it  with  no  doubt  at  all  as  to  the 
result  to  which  this  committee  and  this  House 
would  come.  But  he  was  aware  that  he  had  the 
very  difficult  task  to  perform  of  first  removino;  erro- 
neous impressions,  and  then  of  substitiiti  ig  other 
impressions  in  their  stead.  As  he  said  a  few  days 
ago,  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  should  have  adopt- 
ed the  sentiments  hy  which  they  appeared  to  be 
influenced,  when  they  were  guided  only  by  the 
reports,  letters,  and  documents  emanating  from  the 
Post  Office  Department  on  this  subject.  An  at- 
tempt had  been  made  through  some  of  the  public 
prints  to  give  to  this  question  a  party  and  a  politi- 
cal character;  and  it  had  been  said  that  this  was  an 
attempt — on  his  (Mr.  B.'s)  part  he  presumed,  and 
not  on  the  part  of  the  committee  by  which  this 
subject  had  been  reported  upon — to  attack  the  Ad- 
ministration through  the  Post  Office  Department. 
Now,  he  was  particularly  desirous  to  disabuse  the 
minds  of  the  members  of  this  House  on  that  sub- 
ject. When  he  wanted  to  attack  this  Administra- 
tion he  should  march  in  a  more  direct  line  than 
that  which  the  Post  Office  Department  sometimes 
pursued.  He  should  not  imitate  the  example  of 
the  worthy  Postmaster  General,  and  take  so  circuit- 
ous a  route  to  accomplish  his  purpose.  But  no, 
he  had  no  political  object  to  accomplish.  He  had 
neither  personal  nor  political  considerations  influ- 
encing his  course  on  this  question.  And  why 
should  there  be  ?  This  was  a  contest  between  two 
companies,  in  each  of  which  he  had  both  personal 
and  political  friends — men  that  he  would  be  as 
willing  and  anxious  to  serve — men  whom  it  was 
his  duty  to  serve,  as  much  of  one  company  as  the 
other.  But  he  had  no  such  motives  influencing 
him  on  this  question.  He  had  looked  alone  at  his 
duty  to  the  people — not  only  of  that  district,  but  of 
a  very  large  portion  of  the  entire  country;  and  he 
must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  in  his  examination 
of  this  subject  he  had  endeavored  to  bring  to  it  as 
much  impartiality  as  it  was  possible  to  do.  This, 
he  might  add,  was  one  of  the  very  few  questions 
that  he  had  ever  known  brought  before  this 
House  for  its  consideration  to  which  there  were 
not  two  sides.  To  this  question  it  appeared  to 
him  there  was  but  one  side.  The  truth  of  the 
matter  was  precisely  this :  The  great  difficulty 
under  which  the  country  is  laboring,  from  ]!ie\v 
Orleans  to  Maine,  was  the  result  of  a  personal 
difference — a  personal  squabble  between  the  Post- 
master General  and  the  President  of  a  railroad  com- 
pany; and  he  would  not  undertake  to  say  which 
of  the  two  gentlemen  had  proved  himself  the  more 
obstinate  of  the  two.  He  meant  to  make  no  alle- 
gation or  charge  against  the  head  of  the  PostOflice 
Department,  tie  believed  that  gentleman,  in  his 
construction  of  the  law,  was  honest  and  sincere; 
but  he  believed  the  diflercnces  had  degenerated  into 
personal  pride  and  obsiiniicy;  and  unless  these 
personal  difficulties  could  be  settled,  the  country 
was  asked  to  submit  to  this  intolerable  grievance 
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for  three  years  and  a  half,  to  accommodate  the 
obstinacy  of  these  parties.  He  said  this,  because, 
in  a  conversation  which  he  liad  had  with  the  Post- 
master General  some  time  ago,  that  i^entieman 
frankly  admitted,  that  if  this  was  an  original  ques- 
tion, he  would  pi.it  the  construction  upon  it  that  he 
(Mr.  B.)  s:ave  to  it.  It  was  said  that  a  diflcrent 
construction  had  been  put  on  the  law  by  some  of 
the  Postmaster  General's  predecessors,  and  it  was 
therefore  su|iposed  that  Congress  had  legislated  on 
it.  Permit  him,  however,  to  say,  that  t'rom  the 
time  of  the  construction  of  the  railroad  to  Rich- 
mond from  Aquia  creek,  the  great  southern  and 
northern  mail  had  been  transported  on  that  road 
until  within  the  last  few  weeks.  That  line  was 
direct  and  certain.  The  performance  of  the  service 
undertaken  by  that  company  had  been  of  such  a 
character,  as  was  shown  by  the  correspondence 
between  the  railroad  company  and  the  Post  Office 
De[)artment,  as  to  give  entiie  satisfaction  to  the 
department.  The  company  had  never  been  sub- 
jected to  a  fine  for  the  loss  of  a  mail  in  a  single 
instance.  That  fact  was  stated  by  the  company, 
and  it  had  not  been  denied.  They  had  had  the 
niail.s  carried,  not  merely  from  this  city  to  Rich- 
mond, but  the  mail  of  the  North  had  been  carried 
through  to  Richmond  and  Petersburg  in  eight  or 
nine  hours  every  day,  with  certainty  and  despatch. 
But  now  what  was  the  state  of  things?  Why,  the 
mail  starts  from  Richmond,  goes  down  the  James 
river  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  one  hundred  and 
sixty  miles,  it  conies  up  the  Chesapeake  bay  two 
hundred  miles  to  Baltimore,  and  it  then  came  back 
a  distance  of  forty  miles  to  V/ashington,  before 
they  could  obtain  their  letters.  How  many  lost 
mails  there  liad  been  since  this  arrangement  had 
been  entered  into,  he  could  not  undertake  to  say. 
Other  members  on  this  floor  had  as  much  informa- 
tion on  this  subject  as  he  had,  for  many  of  them 
received  more  mail  matter  than  he  did.  Of  one 
thing  those  gentlemen  would  bear  witness,  that 
sometimes  there  were  two,  three,  four,  and  even 
five  mails  due  at  one  time;  and  was  this  a  grievance 
that  ought  to  be  remedied  or  not?  If  the  law  does 
not  authorize  the  Postmaster  General  to  contract 
for  carrying  this  mail  by  this  direct  and  certain 
route,  he  ought  to  be  empowered  to  do  it  by  Con- 
gjress.  But  no  legislation  was  needed  in  his  (Mr. 
B.'s)  judgment  to  authoiize  the  Postmaster  General 
to  do  this.  The  authority  already  exists,  and  all 
he  should  ask  of  the  House  was,  that  it  should 
require  the  Postmaster  General  to  execute  the  law 
us  it  stands  on  the  statute  book.  He  sup|JOsed  all 
the  House  could  require  at  his  hands  was,  that  he 
should  show  that  the  Postmaster  General  was  au- 
thorized to  contract  with  this  company;  and,  in 
the  second  place,  that,  being  so  authorized,  it  was 
proper  he  should  exercise  his  authority.  If  he  es- 
tablished these  two  points,  he  presumed  he  should 
have  established  suflicient  to  settle  the  judgment  of 
the  House.  But  he  would  go  beyond  that  point, 
and  he  would  show  that  the  kiw  not  only  autho- 
rized the  Postmaster  General  to  make  this  con- 
tract, but,  according  to  both  the  letter  and  the  spirit 
of  the  statute,  by  a  very  fair  interpretation,  the 
Postmaster  General  was  actually  required  to  do  it, 
and  he  violates  the  law  if  he  does  not  do  it.  Now, 
what  is  the  law  ?  By  an  act  approved  January  25, 
18.39,  it  was  enacted — 

'•  That  tliB  Po-;ini;i.<tcr  Gpneral  shall  rrnt,  by  virtue  of  the 
Butlinrity  vc<lr.d  in  liiiii  by  tlio  second  section  of  the  act  eii- 
titlfd  •  An  act  to  estalHish  certain  post-routes  and  dision- 
liniie  others,' approved  7lh  July,  1838,  allow  more  than  three 
hundred  dolhirs  per  mile  per  annum  to  any  railroad  com- 
pany in  thi;  United  Slates  lor  the  conveyance  of  one  or  more 
daily  mails  upon  their  road." 

Thus  far,  then,  it  seemed  that  the  Postmaster 
General  was  authorized  to  allow  three  hundred 
dollars  per  mile  per  annum  for  the  conveyance  of 
one  or  more  daily  mails.  He  had  so  much  dis- 
cretion allowed  to  him,  but  he  was  not  to  allow 
more  than  three  hundred  dollars  per  mile.  There 
was,  however,  a  proviso,  which  he  would  read  to 
the  rioiise.     It  was  as  follows  : 

" PravOIeH,  'J'liat  nothine  in  this  act  cinilaincd  slinll  lie 
coniitrucd  so  as  in  any  way  lo  remove  or  impair  the  Innita- 
Ijons  iipcni  the  power  oflhc  I'oslniamer  General  imposed  by 
that  section." 

This  proviso,  then,  does  nothing  more  than  con- 
tinue in  force  the  second  section,  which  he  would 
now  read: 

"  Sec.  U.  Jiml  be  it  further  cnantcil,  That  each  and  every 
railroad  within  the  liiiiitH  of  the  United  Slates  which  now 
)H  or  hiTcafcir  nniy  be  completed,  Hhall  be  a  posl-rwulc,  and 
the  Po.ttmaHtcr  General  slmll  cnusc  the  mail  to  be  transport- 
ed tliercun :  I'rovulctI,  He  can  have  it  done  on  reasonable 


terms,  and  not  pay  therefor,  in  any  instance,  more  than 
Hvcnly-five  per  centum  over  and  above  what  similar  trans-  I 
portiilion  would  cost  in  jm.st  coaches."  j 

Now,  put  these  two  sections  together,  and  to 
w^hat  do  they  amoimt?  That  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral is  autliorized  to  contract  with  this  company 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  provided  he  does  | 
not  pay  more  than  25  per  cent,  more  than  the  same 
transportation  can  be  done  for  by  post-coaches, 
and  that  he  does  not  pay  more  than  jj300  per  mile 
|ier  annum.  Well,  but  the  Postmaster  General  told  | 
them,  in  his  report,  that  he  has  ollered  the  maxi- 
mum compensation  allowed  by  law,  viz:  §237  50 
per  mile  per  annum.  But  was  there  anything 
found  in  the  law  of  such  a  sum  as  $237  50?  No; 
but  they  found  the  maximum  mentioned,  and  that 
was  ^300.  Plow,  then,  did  they  su[ipose,  did  the 
Postmaster  General  arrive  ;it  this  maximum  of 
$237  50?  The  whole  difl-lcuky  grew  out  of  the 
words  "similar  transportation,"  and  it  was  for  the 
committee  to  determine  what  "  similar  transporta- 
tion" means.  Brought  up,  as  he  was,  a  very  plain 
man,  he  looked  altogethei-  at  facts,  and  not  ab- 
stractions, that  he  might  arrive  at  practical  results, 
and  endeavor  to  give  a  true  construction  to  what 
was  presented  lo  him  to  decide  upon,  without  ex- 
ercising any  extraordinary  ingenuity  to  come  at 
wrong  conclusions.  To  hiin  it  appeared  that  the 
words  "  similar  transportation"  meant  this  and 
nothing  more — the  transportation  of  the  satue  mail. 
Well,  over  and  above  the  amount  for  which  the 
same  mail  could  be  transported  by  post-coaches, 
the  Postmaster  General  was  authorized  to  pay  the 
railroad  company  25  per  cent.  Was  not  that  a 
reasonable  construction?  If  it  did  not  mean  that, 
what  did  it  mean  ?  The  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
law  authorized  the  Postmaster  General  to  pay  25 
per  cent,  more  than  would  be  required  to  transport 
the  same  mail  by  post- coaches,  tor  the  greater  cer- 
tainty and  despatch  of  railroad  transportation. 
Such,  however,  was  not  the  construction  ot  the 
Postmaster  General. 

Instead  of  ascertaining  what  it  would  cost  to 
transport  that  particular  mail  in  post-coaches  over 
that  road,  which  was  the  very  worst — he  knew  it, 
because  he  was  born  alinost  in  the  centre  of  the 
route,  between  this  point  and  the  town  of  Freder- 
icksburg; every  gentleman  who  had  travelled  over  it 
also  knew  that  it  was  tlie  worst  road  in  the  United 
States — itistead,  he  repeated,  of  ascertaining  wliat 
it  would  cost  to  carry  the  mail  over  that  route  in 
jiost-coaches — not  only  the  worst  road,  but  the 
largest  mail  in  the  United  States — the  Postmaster 
General  goes  to  the  national  road,  to  the  great 
Cumberland  road,  the  very  best  in  the  United 
States,  and  ascertained  that  the  mail  was  carried 
over  that  road  for  about  one  hundred  and  ninety 
dollars  per  mile,  to  which  he  adds  twenty-five  per 
cent.  The  Postmaster  General  reduced  moun- 
tains to  a  plain,  and  quagmires  to  a  national  turn- 
pike, and  made  no  diiference  between  them.  On 
such  premises  he  had  based  his  calculation,  and 
ollered  a  sum  which  he  conceived  was  a  fair  aver- 
age. No  matter  what  might  be  their  condition, 
they  had  all  to  adapt  themselves  to  the  Postmaster 
General's  Procrustean  bed;  for  he  would  allow  no 
more  than  twenty-fi\e  per  cent,  over  and  above 
the  sum  that  was  paid  on  the  great  national  road. 
In  this,  he  believed,  the  Po.stmaster  General  was 
in  error.  To  him  it  was  clear  that,  so  long  as  the 
Postmaster  General  could  obtain  this  service  over 
this  route  at  twenty-five  per  cent,  increase  on  the 
amount  required  for  such  service  in  post-coaches, 
if  that  amount  did  not  exceed  ^300  per  mile  per 
annum,  he  was  bound  to  cojitinue  the  contract 
with  this  railroad. 

And  how  was  it  to  be  ascertained?  That  per- 
haps was  the  next  question  that  presented  itself  to 
the  committee.  How  was  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  ascertain  for  what  amount  the  iimail  could  be 
carried  over  the  road  ?  He  could  only  say  that  this 
company  had  proposed  to  carry  the  mail  and  per- 
forin the  entire  service  required  for  less  than  it 
could  be  done  for  by  any  other  route  whatever. 
'I'he  Postmaster  Gcnertil  pays  now  for  the  trans- 
jiortation  of  the  way  mail  exclusively  from  Wash- 
ington to  Richmond  the  :sum  of  <ii3,000;  and  in 
answer  to  an  inquiry  from  him,  the  Postmaster 
General  admitted  that  the  diiference  between  the 
way  mail  and  the  great  northern  and  southern 
mail  was,  that  the  latter  was  five  or  six  times  larger 
than  the  former.  He  (Mr.  B.)  supposed  it  to  bo 
ten  times  larger;  but  he  was  willing  to  take  the 
Postmaster  Geiierure  lowest  statement.     If,  then, 


the  way  mail  was  worth  $13,000  for  its  transmis- 
sion in  twenty-three  hours',  how  much  more  was 
it  worth  to  tfansport  that  mail,  together  with  five 
times  more  mail  matter,  in  nine  hours?  Genilemen 
would  perhaps  answer  tiiat  question  for  themselves; 
but  he  begged  to  slate  that  the  railroad  company 
had  ofl'ered  to  do  that  service  for  very  little  more 
than  double  the  amount  that  M'as  paid  for  tho 
transportation  of  the  way  mail  alone.  To  this  tlie 
Postmaster  General  had  not  agreed;  and  now  the 
PostOifice  Department  was  paying  more  for  thecir- 
cuitous,  difficult,  and  uncertain  route,  than  was  re- 
quired for  a  route  that  was  expeditious  and  certain . 

But  it  was  said  that  this'was  extortion.  It  was 
asserted  that  the  company  was  claiming  something 
that  was  not  right.  Pie  would  submit  to  the  good 
sense  of  this  committee  if  it  were  not  ridiculous — 
he  did  not  use  the  term  in  an  offensive  sense — to 
talk  of  extortion  when  the  whole  matter  in  contro- 
versy was  but  about  the  sum  of  $2,700?  What 
extortion  could  there  be  in  that?  This  railroad 
company  was  a  private  corporation.  It  was  built 
up  by  the  enterprise  of  our  people  at  a  cost  of  a 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  on  whose  stock, 
which  had  never  been  at  par,  not  six  per  cent,  had 
ever  been  paid.  Was  it  not  the  duty  of  Congress 
to  foster  and  encourage  public  and  private  enter- 
prise to  build  up  these  roads,  not  merely  that  the 
mails  might  be  transported  with  greater  despatch, 
but  for  the  transportation  of  troops  and  munitions 
of  war  when  the  necessities  of  the  country  requir- 
ed it?  But  what  company  would  do  it  if  they 
were  to  be  broken  down  instead  of  fostered  by  the 
National  Government,  so  that  they  could  derive 
no  profit  from  the  capital  invested  in  such  an  en- 
terprise ? 

Mr.  B.  went  on  to  say  that  he  considered  this 
as  a  very  large  quarrel  about  a  very  insignificant 
sum  of  money — a  quarrel  in  which  the  department 
ought  never  to  have  engaged. 

But  (said  Mr.  B.)  it  is  furtherttrged  that  this  same 
company  did  once  carry  the  mail  between  these 
same  points  for  $237 — the  sum  now  offered;  they 
were  once  very  willing  to  accept  of  that  as  an  ade- 
quate compensation;  and  the  Postmaster's  infer- 
ence is,  that  therefore  they  ought  to  be  willing  to 
take  that  sum  now.  It  was  deemed  a  fair  price 
once,  and  therefore  it  is  a  fair  price  now.  But  I 
say  that  what  might  have  been  a  very  fair  com- 
pensation in  1838  is  not,  necessarily,  a  fair  com- 
pensation in  1847;  a  price  that  was  then  fair  may 
now  be  very  unfair — and  for  these  reasons:  In 
the  first  place,  the  company  have  added  fifteen 
miles  of  railroad  to  the  former  route.  Do  gentle- 
men suppose  this  cost  them  nothing,  or  that  the 
mail  is  to  have  the  advantage  of  passing  for  fifteen 
miles  more  over  rails,  and  that  the  Government  is 
to  pay  nothing  for  the  advantage?  But,  besides  this, 
the  mail  is  now  required  to  be  carried  in  less  time 
and  with  increased  speed;  and  the  company  will 
be  under  the  necessit}'^  of  incurring  very  consider- 
able cost  and  inconvenience,  purely  for  the  sake  of 
accommodating  thedepartment.  Then  consider  the 
increased  amount  of  matter  to  be  carried,  in  com- 
parison to  what  was  transported  in  1838.  What 
a  vast  increase  has  since  then  taken  place  in  the 
amount  of  printed  matter  circulated  through  every 
part  of  the  Union,  and  also  of  letters.  The  late 
reduction  of  postage,  as  everybody  knows,  has 
produced  a  largely  increased  amount  of  corre- 
spondence; insomuch  that,  according  to  the  Post- 
master General's  owti  showing  from  a  deficit  in 
the  resources  of  the  department  of  six  or  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  the  deficit  has  now 
shrunk  to  about  thirty-two  thousand;  and  he  tells 
us  that  he  anticipates  a  surplus  by  the  next  year 
of  some  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand 
dollars.  1  admit  that  so  vast  a  difference  as  this 
may  have  arisen,  in  part,  from  the  discontinuance 
of  some  mail  routes  altogether,  and  a  reduction  in 
the  amount  of  others.  But  still,  admitting  this, 
the  result  shows  an  infinite  increase  in  the  amount 
of  mailable  matter  daily  transmitted  throughout 
the  country.  And  when  we  take  all  these  facts 
into  view,  it  does  by  no  means  follow,  that  be- 
cause twenty-nine  tiiousand  dollars  was  once  a 
fair  compensation  for  carrying  the  mail  a  given 
distance  on  a  given  route,  the  allowance  now  of 
thirty-two  thousand  dollars  for  carrying  it  that 
same  distance,  .md  by  that  same  route,  is  not  a 
;  much  less  price  in  projiortion. 

And  now,  I  ask,  what  is  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment actually  jiaying,   at  this  very  moment,  for 
I  ctu-rying  the  mail  from  Washington  to  Petersburg? 
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[Mr.  B.  here  read  from  a  memorandum  in  liis 
hand  the  items  making  up  this  amount,  but  so  rap- 
idly and  in  so  low  a  tone  tiiat  they  could  not  be 
caught  at  the  reporter's  seat;  the  aggregate,  how- 
ever, was  given  at  ^37,477.]  Yet  at  the  same  time 
he  is  paying  for  the  transportation  of  the  way-mail 
over  the  same  distance,  and  ^5,800  more  was  paid 
from  Petersburg  to  Richmond.  This  last  item  he 
had  taken  off,  and  added  instead  but -{,2,200,  which 
raised  tlie  aggregate  to  ^49,200,  leaving  a  balance 
against  the  department  of  |Jj2,. 523  more  money  paid 
under  the  new  than  under  the  old  contract.  But 
it  seems  to  me  that  the  Postmaster  General  rather 
forces  his  balance-sheet  in  this  case.  He  takes  off 
the  §5,800  paid  between  Petersburg  and  Richmond. 
But  does  he  mean,  as  a  permanent  arrangement, 
that  there  shall  be  no  mail  between  these  two 
points?  As  matters  now  stand,  he  takes  the  mail 
from  Richmond  down  to  City  Point,  on  the  Poto- 
mac, and  there  it  is  detained  for  twenty-four  hours; 
incurring  this  enormous  detention  inerely  for  the 
sake  of  discontinuing  this  little  item  of  five  or  six 
thousand  dollars  to  carry  it  direct  to  Petersburg. 
The  mail  has  to  wait  there,  because  one  mail  goes 
down  the  river  and  one  goes  up,  and  it  must  wait 
until  the  other  boat  makes  herslow  way  up  through 
fogs,  and  every  other  cause  of  delay.  He  must 
either  encounter  this  detention  of  twenty-four 
hours,  or  incur  the  expense  of  a  new  boat;  he 
may  take  either  horn  of  the  dilemma,  I  care  not 
which.  But  I  say  that  sucii  a  detention  of  the 
gi-eat  southern  mail  cannot  and  will  not  be  sub- 
mitted to  much  longer. 

But  it  has  been  urged  again,  that  this  railroad 
company  ask  more  for  tlie  same  distance  than  is 
paid  to  the  railroad  companies  at  tjie  North;  and 
for  that  reason  the  Postmaster  General  is  not  jus- 
tified in  complying  with  the  demand.  I  answer 
this  objection  by  saying,  in  the  fiist  place,  that  I 
think  the  Postmaster  General  is  mistaken  in  point 
of  fact.  It  is  certainly  not  my  intention  to  raise 
the  slightest  imputation  on  liis  veracity;  he  asserts, 
no  doubt,  what  he  believes  to  be  true;  but  then 
there  is  a  way  of  telling  what  is  in  itself  true,  so 
as  to  convey  an  impression  wiiich  is  wiiolly  erro- 
neous. 1  say  that  the  fact  is  not  so;  but  if  it  were 
so,  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.  Does 
the  Postmaster  General,  or  does  anybody  else, 
expect  that  railroad  companies  at  the  South  must 
necessarily  convey  freight  or  passengers  or  the 
mails  at  the  same  rate  as  companies  do  at  the 
North?  One  would  really  suppose  that  this  com- 
pany and  their  road  belonged  to  the  Government. 
It  does  not  belong  to  the  Government;  the  road  is 
private  property,  and  its  proprietors,  if  they  ac- 
commodate either  the  public  or  the  Govarnment, 
are  entitled  to  a  fair  profit  on  the  capital  invested. 
Northern  railroad  companies  have  charters  which 
give  them  very  handsome  dividends  upon  their 
stock,  without  reckoning  the  price  of  freight  at  all. 
But  the  rights  of  southern  companies  are  not  the 
same;  and  if  freight  and  transportation  are  exacted 
from  them  at  the  same  rates,  they  must  stop,  or 
do  business  at  a  loss.  Who  is  going  to  keep  up 
a  railroad  at  a  dead  loss  for  the  sake  of  accommo- 
dating the  public  or  the  Postmaster  General  ?  I 
say  he  pays  more  now  than  this  company  ask.  I 
make  that  assertion.  And  to  prove  it,  take  for 
example  what  he  pays  to  the  company  who  carry 
his  mail  from  here  to  Baltimore.  He  allows  them 
$300  per  mile  for  carrying  "  one  or  more"  daily 
mails.  The  company  run  two  daily  lines,  and 
carry  two  daily  mails.  But  does  any  man  suppose 
they  run  their  second  line  for  the  sake  of  carrying 
a  second  mail  ?  Who  does  not  know  that  it  is  run 
to  accommodate  the  travel  between  the  two  cities? 
IJnde*'  their  contract  the  mail  which  arrives  here 
from  the  South  at  five  o'clock  is  carried  to  Baltimore 
that  night;  and  the  other  line  carries  a  little  mail, 
made  up  of  the  letters  which  have  arrived  here 
after  five  in  the  evening  and  before  five  the  next 
morning.  The  Postmaster  General  chooses  thus 
to  divide  his  mail  between  the  two  routes,  and 
pays  for  both.  This  would  be  all  right  if  the 
second  line  carried  the  mail  only,  or  ran  for  that 
end,  when  it  would  not  run  otherwise;  but  it  is 
notorious  it  runs  for  passengers,  and  so  it  would 
if  there  were  no  mail  aboard.  But  as  the  line  is  to 
run  at  all  events,  the  mail  bag  is  thrown  in,  with- 
out any  additional  trouble  or  expense  to  the  com- 
pany whatever.  It  is  precisely  the  same  to  them 
whether  the  matter  they  convey  is  divided  into 
two  separate  mails  or  not. 

Another  distinction  the  Postmaster  General  at- 


tempts to  make  is  wholly  unwarranted  by  law. 
He  admits  that  the  mail  hence  to  Richmond  is  a 
mail  of  the  first  clas§;  but  then  he  insists  on  a  de- 
duction for  so  much  of  the  route  as  is  carried  over 
by  steamboats.  Why?  For  what  good  reason? 
The  exjiedition  is  as  great.  The  cost  to  the  com- 
pany is  in  some  cases  greater.  In  1842  Congress 
directed  the  company  to  keep  an  iceboat  that  should 
be  able  to  cut  its  way  when  the  river  was  obstruct- 
ed by  ice.  The  company  obeyed:  it  kept  an  ice- 
boat, as  the  law  rec[uired.  And  it  did  more:  it 
kept  two  iceboats.  I  have  myself  travelled  on 
these  boats  when  the  ice  on  the  river  was  three  or 
four  inches  in  thickness.  Why,  then,  should  this 
arbitrary  deduction  be  made  in  their  compensation  ? 
The  company  offered  the  department  to  accept  of 
the  ^237  50  per  mile,  provided  no  such  deduction 
was  to  be  made  when  the  mail  was  carried  by 
steamboats;  but  even  this  the  Postmaster  General 
would  not  agree  to.  Again,  the  company  asked 
that  a  fair  allowance  should  be  made  them  for 
keeping  up  an  establishment  of  wagons  and  liorses 
and  suitable  agents  for  bringing  up  the  mail  from 
the  wharf,  when  it  landed,  to  the  General  Post 
Office  in  tliis  city,  (a  distance  of  two  miles,)  but 
this  reasonable  and  just  demand  met  a  like  rejec- 
tion. Here  was  ground  on  which  the  department 
might  have  met  the  company,  and  none  of  this 
difficulty  and  public  loss  would  have  been  experi- 
enced. The  offev  was  a  reasonable  and  a  fair  one, 
but  he  would  not  comply  with  it.^ 

As  I  said  in  the  outset,  this  dispute  has  by  de- 
grees degenerated  into  a  matter  of  mere  personal 
pride  and  obstinacy  on  both  sides.  Perhaps  it  is 
not  quite  in  order  to  state  it,  but  I  have  been  in- 
formed that  every  member  of  Mr.  Polk's  Cabinet 
disagrees  with  the  Postmaster  General  in  the  mat- 
ter; and  I  understand,  further,  that  a  proposal  has 
been  suggested  by  one  who,  if  not  formally  one  of 
the  Cabinet,  is  as  near  to  it  as  a  man  can  be  with- 
out actual  admission  within  the  door,  (I  allude  to 
the  gentleman  who  conducts  what  is  called  "  the 
organ"  in  this  city,)  to  submit  the  whole  question 
to  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  for 
his  opinion.  But  no;  the  Postmaster  General 
would  assent  to  no  such  thing.  Why  did  he  re- 
fuse, if  he  is  so  confident  that  his  interpretation  of 
the  law  is  right  ?  But  more  than  that :  the  Attorney 
General  has  been  called  on  by  a  member  of  the 
Post  Office  Committee  of  this  House;  but  he  de- 
clines giving  an  opinion,  unless  it  is  called  for  by 
the  Postmaster  General. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  liere  explained,  that  the  Attorney 
General  had  not  positively  refused,  but  had  said 
that  the  practice  had  been  not  to  give  law  opinions 
unless  called  on  by  the  head  of  a  department  or 
the  Postmaster  General. 

Well,  said  Mr.  BOTTS,  then  I  will  substitute 
the  word  "  dechned  "  for  the  word  "refused;" 
for  I  really  can  see  no  other  difference.  Pie  did 
not,  in  fact,  give  the  opinion  when  we  asked  him 
for  it,  but  said  he  would  if  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral would  ask  it. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  have  no  remedy 
left  us  but  to  come  to  Congress  and  ask  redress  of 
this  public  evil  from  their  hands.  And  be  it  here 
remembered,  that  unless  Congress  will  do  what  is 
now  asked  of  it,  its  refusal  will,  in  effect,  go  to 
break  up  the  revenues  of  the  department  alto- 
gether. Can  gentlemen  expect  that  the  entire 
South  of  this  Union,  and  all  the  mercantile  sea- 
board, are  going  to  be  subjected  to  such  an  intol- 
erable grievance  as  this  for  three  years  and  a  half, 
to  gratify  the  obstinacy  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral? No,  sir;  they  will  take  relief  into  their  own 
hand;  they  will  establish  private  expresses,  and 
carry  their  own  letters  for  themselves.  Drive 
them  to  this,  and  the  whole  revenues  of  your  de- 
partment are  broken  up.  More  than  that:  a 
course  like  this  goes  directly  to  encourage  the 
substitution  of  the  telegraph.  This  has  been  its 
effect  already.  I  get  my  news  from  Richmond  by 
telegraph,  instead  of  waiting  for  its  circumnaviga- 
tion by  the  circuitous  route  of  the  James  river  and 
the  Potomac.  In  a  late  interview  with  the  Post- 
master General,  he  inquired  whether  I  was  on  my 
way  to  Richmond  to  spend  the  holiday.'^  at  home. 
I  replied  to  him,  in  a  jocular  spirit,  that  I  was 
going  to  Richmond  to  get  my  letters,  and  save  the 
troui)le  of  sending  them  round  by  mail.  An  hon- 
orable Senator  lately  told  me,  that,  arriving  here 
on  a  Saturday  evening,  ho  came  in  advance  of  a 
letter  he  had  written  at  Richmond  on  the  Tuesday 
previous.     Is  this  to  be  borne  ? 


Mr.  B.  here  went  into  local  geographical  details, 
showing  how  the  Richmond  mail  was  canicd,  and 
the  causes  of  its  frequent  and  great  detentions. 
He  stated  that  his  Virginia  friends  assured  him 
that  they  were  sometimes  without  any  account  of 
the  proceedings  of  Congress  for  ten  days  to- 
gether. 

And  now,  said  Mr.  B.,  I  believe  I  have  an- 
swered all  the  objections  I  have  heard  made  in 
any  quarter  to  the  allowance  of  the  terms  de- 
manded by  the  railroad  company.  A  word  or 
two  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  and  I  have  done. 

That  gentleman  says  he  is  willing  to  do  what  I 
ask — (and  he  thereby  admits  that  the  thing  is  rea- 
sjnable  and  ought  to  be  done) — but  on  what  condi- 
tion? Why,  that  the  railroad  company  shall  pay 
all  the  damages  which  may  thereby  accrue  to  other 
companies  between  the  same  two  points.  Sir,  he 
might  as  well  ask  me  to  do  it.  This  railroad  com- 
pany are  not  bound,  as  I  before  said,  to  carry  your 
mail  unless  they  jilease;  they  have  a  right  to  de- 
cline your  offers,  and  they  have  declined.  And 
now  you  say,  if  you  give  them  what  they  ask, 
they  must  pay  all  the  damai;es  that  may  accrue  to 
everybody  else.  In  my  opinion,  the  case  is  clear. 
The  companies  now  holding  the  contract  are  en- 
titled to  compensation  for  any  loss  or  inconvenience 
that  may  accrue  to  them  from  a  change  of  arrange- 
ment, however  illegal  the  contract  which  they  hold 
may  be.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  all  the  railroad 
companies  over  the  country  are  intimately  familiar 
with  all  the  internal  arrangements  and  regulations  of 
the  Post  Office  Department.  They  may  enter  into 
contracts  for  the  mail  which  are  not  strictly  legal; 
still,  if  these  are  taken  fi-om  them,  they  are  justly 
entitled  to  compensation.  It  is  provided  by  law 
that  every  proposal  for  a  mail  contract  shall  be 
accompanied  by  a  written  guaranty  for  its  due  per- 
formance, and  that  no  proposal  shall  be  considered 
binding  unless  accompanied  with  such  guaranty; 
but  in  the  present  case  no  such  guaranty  has  been 
given,  and  therefore,  in  strictness  of  law,  it  is  no 
contract.  Still,  as  I  said,  I  think  the  holders  of  it 
should  be  com|)ensated.  And  I  therefore  propose 
that  the  department  make  to  them  such  an  allow- 
ance as  is  fair  and  just.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  proposes  to  take  this  allowance  out  of 
the  pocket  of  the  railroad  company,  and  to  leave 
the  amount  to  the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster 
General.  I  shall  be  surprised  if,  in  that  case,  the 
company  have  not  to  pay  what  will  be  more  than 
equal  to  all  the  profit  they  can  make  out  of  their 
contract.  For  there  seems  to  be  an  antipathy 
against  them  on  the  part  of  the  head  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  and  a  little  personal  pride  is 
become  involved  in  the  matter.  Party,  too,  has 
crept  in,  as  if  party  has  anything  to  do  with  such 
a  thing  as  this.  I  conjure  gentlemen  to  look  v/ell 
and  examine  their  own  motives.  There  is  nothing 
of  party  in  the  affair.  I  invoke  the  House  to  do 
what  is  demanded  of  them  by  the  whole  mercan- 
tile interest  of  the  seaboard,  from  Richmond  to 
Maine.  All  the  boards  of  trade  have  sent  up  the 
most  urgent  remonstrances,  and  the  whole  South 
unites  with  the  North  in  calling  for  an  abatement 
of  this  great  nuisance.  I  ask  gentlemen  to  dis- 
charge a  great  and  obvious  duty  to  the  country. 
I  ask  them  to  relieve  the  Postmaster  General  from 
his  supposed  difficulty.  I  desire  not  to  be  misun- 
derstood. I  am  asking  for  nothing  like  a  vole  of 
censure  upon  that  officer.  No  such  thing  is  in- 
tended or  desired;  but  I  merely  ask  that  that  which 
the  whole  population  of  the  seaboard  of  the  entire 
Union  agree  in  believing  to  be  the  fair  and  true  in- 
terpretation of  the  law  may  be  lorthwith  carried 
into  effect.        , 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  that  he  had  made  an  effort 
some  few  days  since  to  obtain  the  floor  in  relation 
to  this  measure,  but  had  failed.  One  of  the  ob- 
jects he  had  then  had  in  view  was  now  in  a  great 
measure  superseded  by  whtit  had  fallen  from  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  who  had  just  taken  his 
seat.  He  begged  to  assure  his  friends  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  that  no  assault  whatever  was 
meant  upon  the  Postmaster  General;  and  he  was 
glad  that  what  the  gentleman  had  now  said,  modi- 
fied to  a  great  extent  the  impression  which  might 
have  been  cr'eated  by  the  language  he  had  used  on 
a  previous  occasion.  He  wanted  to  state  to  gen- 
tlemen who  might  have  entertained  such  imjires- 
sions,  that  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Olfice  was 
composed  of  five  Whigs  and  (bur  Democrats,  and 
their  report  was  understood  as  sustaining,  not  im- 
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pugnino;,  the  position  taken  by  the  Postnrjaster 
General.  That  lepoit  liad  met  with  the  approba- 
tion of  all  the  Whi;rs  and  of  all  the  Democrats 
also,  with  the  exceplii>n  of  one,  and  he  wanted  to 
go  even  further  than  this.  [Intimations  were  here 
informally  i^iven  to  Mr.  L.  that  it  was  not  in  order 
to  mention  on  the  floor  what  had  taken  place  in 
committee.]  He  then  observed  tiiat  if  lie  had  been 
out  of  order  in  what  he  liad  said,  he  took  it  all 
back,  [a  lau2,h,]  so  far  as  he  could.  He  had  no 
desire,  he  could  assure  gentlemen,  ever  to  be  out 
of  order — though  he  never  could  keep  long  in 
order. 

Mr.  L.  went  on  to  observe,  that  he  differed  in 
opinion,  in  the  present  case,  from  his  honorable 
friend  from  Richmond,  [Mr.  Botts.]  That  gen- 
tleman had  begun  his  remarks  by  saying  that  if  all 
prepossessions  in  this  matter  could  be  removad  out 
of  the  way,  but  little  ditliculty  would  be  expe- 
rienced in  coming  to  an  agreement.  Now,  he 
could  assure  that  gentleman  that  he  had  himself 
begun  the  examination  of  this  subject  with  prepos- 
ses.siniis  all  in  his  favor.  He  had  long  and  often 
heard  of  him,  and,  from  what  he  had  heard,  was 
prepossessed  in  his  favor.  Of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral he  had  also  heard,  but  had  no  prepossessions 
iii  his  favor,  though  certainly  none  of  an  opposite 
kind.  He  differed,  however,  from  that  gentleman 
in  politics,  while  in  this  respect  he  agreed  with  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Botts,]  whom  he 
wished  to  oblige  whenever  it  was  in  his  power. 
That  gentleman  had  referred  to  the  report  made  to 
the  House  by  the  Postmaster  General,  and  had 
intimated  an  appi-ehension  that  gentlemen  would 
be  disposed  to  rely  on  that  report  alone,  and  derive 
their  views  of  the  case  from  that  document  alone. 
Now,  it  so  happened  that  a  pamphlet  had  been 
slipped  into  his  (Mr.  L.'s)  hand  before  he  read 
the  report  of  the  Postmaster  Genei'al ;  so  that,  even 
in  this,  he  had  begun  with  prepossessions  in  favor 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia. 

As  to  the  report,  he  had  l)ut  one  remark  to  make: 
lie  had  carefully  examined  it,  and  he  did  not  un- 
derstand that  there  was  any  dispute  as  to  the  facts 
therein  slated:  the  dispute,  if  he  understood  it, 
was  confined  altogether  to  the  inferences  to  be 
drawn  from  those  facts.  It  was  a  difference  not 
about  facts,  but  about  conclusions.  The  facts  were 
not  disputed.  If  he  was  right  in  this,  he  supposed 
the  House  might  assume  the  facts  to  be  as  they 
were  stated,  and  thence  proceed  to  draw  their  own 
conclusions. 

The  gentleman  had  said  that  the  PostmasterGen- 
eral  had  got  into  a  personal  squabble  with  the  rail- 
road company.  Of  this,  Mr.  L.  knew  nothing; 
nor  did  he  need  or  desire  to  know  anything,  be- 
cause it  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  a  just 
conclusion  from  the  premises.  But  the  gentleman 
had  gone  on  to  ask  whether  so  great  a  grievance 
as  the  present  detention  of  the  southern  mail  ought 
not  to  be  remedied.?  Mr.  L.  would  assure  the 
gentleman  that  if  there  was  a  proper  way  of  doing 
it,  no  man  was  more  anxious  than  he  that  it  should 
be  done.  The  report  made  by  the  committee  had 
been  intended  to  yield  much  for  the  sake  of  re- 
moving that  grievance.  That  the  grievance  was 
very  great,  there  was  no  dispute  in  any  quarter. 
He  supposed  the  statements  made  by  tne  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  to  show  this  were  all  entirely 
correct  in  point  of  fact.  He  did  suppose  that  the 
interruptions  of  regular  intercourse,  and  all  the 
iilhcr  inconveniences  growing  out  of  it,  were  all  as 
that  gentleman  had  stated  them  to  be;  and  cer- 
tainly, if  redress  could  be  rendered,  it  was  proper 
it  should  be  rendered  as  .soon  as  possilile.  The 
gentleman  said  that,  in  order  lo  effect  this,  no  new 
legislative  action  was  needed:  all  thijt  was  neces- 
sary was,  that  the  Postmaster  General  should  be 
required  to  do  what  the  law,  as  it  stood,  authorized 
und  required  him  to  do. 

We  come,  then,  said  Mr.  L.,  to  the  law.  Now 
the  Postmaster  General  says  that  he  cannot  give  to 
this  company  over  fi2'.il  50  f)er  railroad  mile  of 
transportation,  and  liii  per  cent,  less  for  trans- 
portation by  steamboats.  He  considers  himself 
ns  restricted  by  law  Ir)  this  amount;  and  he  says, 
further,  that  he  would  not  give  more  if  he  could, 
because,  in  his  apprehension,  it  would  not  be  fair 
and  Ju.st. 

Mr.  MILLIARD  here  wished  to  be  set  right  in 
hi.s  apprehension  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  and  he 
made  some  inc|uiry  not  di.stincily  heard  across  the 
Hull;  and,  after  a  brief  conversation,  expressing 
himself  satisfied,  resumed  his  seat. 


Mr.  LINCOLN  proceeded.  I  had  the  impres- 
sion that  the  service  rendered  under  the  present 
contract  cost  the  Government  more  than  if  the 
mail  were  carried  by  the  railroad  company,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  passing  over  a  longer  route.  Un- 
derstanding this,  my  view  of  the  question  remains 
unchanged. 

And  now  as  to  the  law:  I  am  not  disposed  to 
discuss  it  at  any  very  great  length;  for,  as  the  ap- 
peal is  here  to  the  law-making  power,  which  can 
alter  the  law  whenever  a  modification  is  required, 
there  does  not  seem  any  necessity  of  very  nicely 
discussing  wliat  it  is  as  it  now  stands.  If  it  shall 
be  clearly  shown  what  naked  justice  requires,  it 
will  be  easy  to  make  the  law  conform  to  that  re- 
quirement.    But  let  us  look  at  it  as  it  stands. 

There  are  three  laws  which  have  a  bearing  on 
this  question:  the  first  authorizes  the  Postmaster 
General  to  give  to  a  contractor  25  per  cent,  more 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  over  railroads 
than  for  similar  transportation  in  mail-coaches; 
another  law  says  that  the  Postmaster  General  shall 
not  allow  more  than  !ji300  per  mile  for  daily  trans- 
portation, provided  that  his  contract  does  not  con- 
flict with  the  provisions  of  the  law  first  referred  to. 
Then  there  is  a  third  law  which  directs  the  Post- 
master General  to  classify  the  sorts  of  service  ren- 
dered It  was  this  which  caused  him  to  give  less 
for  transportation  by  steamboats  than  over  rail- 
roads; he  graduated  the  compensation  for  this  at  a 
point  midway  between  that  by  railroad  and  that  by 
mail-coaches.  The  diflerence  between  railroad  and 
coach  being  but  25  per  cent.,  he  placed  the  price 
for  steamboat  transportation  at  12|  percent,  above 
the  one  and  below  the  other.  I  do  not  understand 
that  this  construction  of  the  law  by  the  Postmaster 
General  is  held  in  any  quarter  to  be  wrong.  The 
fact  that  the  law  allows  him  to  pay  $300  for  daily 
transportation  and  for  more  frequent  than  daily, 
has  been  alluded  to;  but,  as  I  understand,  the  po- 
sition is  not  taken  that  he  is  authorized  to  allow 
this  company  ^300  per  mile.  If  it  is,  I  shall  pro- 
ceed to  examine  it.  All  must  admit  that  all  the  laws 
on  the  subject  are  extremely  loose  and  general  in 
their  language;  that  they  admit  of  different  con- 
structions; and  that  no  one  construction  that  can 
be  given  them  leaves  the  mind  entirely  satisfied. 
The  law  allows  «)300  to  be  paid  for  transporting 
the  mail  daily  or  oftener,  thereby  fixing  the  com- 
pensation for  one  transportation  and  for  two  at  the 
same  amount.  This  alone  is  enough  to  show  that 
the  law  is  not  very  definite  in  its  provisions,  and 
in  fact  it  is  hardly  ])ossible  to  put  an  equitable  con- 
struction upon  it.  It  refers  to  a  prior  law,  and 
says  it  is  not  to  be  construed  so  as  to  interfere 
with  it. 

From  the  whole  of  what  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  has  said,  I  understand  his  sense  of  the 
matter  to  be,  that  we  are  in  this  case  to  be  govern- 
ed by  the  old  law.  Now,  I  ask  the  lawyers  in  this 
House  (I  suppose  there  are  some)  [a  laugh] 
whether  I  am  not  right  when  I  say,  that  where  a 
law  has  been  passed  in  tei'ms  so  general  as  to  re- 
quire a  construction  to  be  put  upon  it,  (and  this  is 
the  case  with  most  laws,)  and  constructions  of  its 
provisions  areaccordingly  given,  and  a  second  law 
is  afterwards  passed  referring  to  the  first,  this  sec- 
ond law  is  held  to  recognize  and  to  confirm  the 
constructions  put  upon  that  first  passed.'  If  this 
is  so,  then  I  say  that  the  Postmaster  General  was 
not  wrong  when  he  insisted  tliat  the  latter  law, 
when  it  referred  to  the  former,  meant  to  refer  to  it 
as  construed  ;  in  which  case  the  construction  seems 
to  be  confirmed  and  strengthened  by  the  last 
pas.sed. 

But,  looking  only  to  the  original  construction 
itself  of  the  old  law,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
says  that  Mr.  Kendall's  construction  of  the  terms 
"similar  transportation  by  mail  coaches,"  was 
wrong,  and  that  he  ought  to  have  construed  it  to 
mean  transportation  of  the  same  mail  not  only, 
but  by  the  same  route.  But,  now,  su)ipose  there 
was  no  mail-coach  transportation  on  that  route, 
what  must  his  construction  be  in  that  case.'  What 
did  the  present  Postmaster  General  in  fact  do.' 
He  took  the  most  expensive  mail-coach  route  in 
the  nation.  He  took  the  prices  allowed  for  coach 
transportation  on  difl'erciit  portions  of  that  route, 
and  averaged  them,  and  then  built  his  construction 
of  the  law  upon  that  average.  It  came  to  ffl'JO 
per  mile.  He  added  25  per  cent,  to  that  rate,  and 
offered  the  result  to  this  railroad  company.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  says  that  this  was  wrong: 
1  Bay  it  was  right. 


But  the  gentleman  says  he  ought  to  have  reck- 
oned coach  transportation  on  that  specific  route. 
Well,  if  he  had  done  so,  he  would  have  added  25 
per  cent,  upon  $5,000,  and  no  more;  for  the  Post- 
master General  tells  us  that  before  he  made  his 
contract  with  this  railroad  company,  the  same 
mail  had  been  carried  for  between  $5,000  and 
$6,000.  The  company  now  get  fi28,o6o,  and  are 
not  satisfied.  Had  he  taken  the  same  rate  then, 
where  would  they  have  been.'  If  there  had  been 
a  coach  line,  he  would  not  have  gained  anything 
by  that.  For  I  have  inquired  at  what  rate  the 
mail  could  be  carried  by  coaches  from  Washing- 
ton to  Richmond,  and  I  have  heard  that  the  low- 
est bid  ever  made  was  $28,000.  If  he  had  added 
25  per  cent,  to  that,  it  would  have  been  more  than 
the  comjiany  asks.  This  fact,  and  one  other  item 
that  I  obtained,  are  all  that  I  had  to  enable  me  to 
get  at  justice  in  this  case.  An  old  gentleman, 
whose  very  good  looks  prepossessed  me  in  his  fa- 
vor, and  would  incline  me  to  believe  any  statement 
he  should  make,  told  me  that  he  had  been  a  stock- 
holder in  the  road,  and  had  never  got  over  5  per 
cent,  dividend  on  his  stock.  The  same  source  of 
information  admitted  that  since  the  construction  of 
the  railroad,  mail-coaches  had  been  wholly  dis- 
used. It  is  a  bad  road,  and  always  has  been,  and 
the  mail  could  not  now  be  carried  over  it  in  coaches 
for  three  or  four  times  what  it  might  have  been, 
had  not  the  railroad  been  constructed. 

I  think  that  abundant  reasons  have  been  given 
to  show  that  the  construction  put  upon  the  law  by 
the  Postmaster  General  is  the  right  construction, 
and  that  subsequent  acts  of  Congress  have  con- 
firmed it.  I  have  already  said  that  the  grievance 
complained  of  ought  to  be  remedied.  But  it  is 
said  that  the  sum  of  money  about  which  all  this 
difficulty  has  arisen  is  exceeding  small — not  more 
than  $2,700.  I  admit  it  is  very  small;  and  if 
nothing  else  were  involveil,  it  would  not  be  worth 
the  dispute.  But  tliere  is  a  principle  involved;  and 
if  we  once  yield  to  a  wrong  principle,  that  conces- 
sion will  be  the  prolific  source  of  endless  mischief. 
It  is  for  this  reason,  and  not  for  the  sake  of  saving 
$2,700,  that  I  am  unwilling  to  yield  what  is  de- 
manded. If  I  had  no  apprehensions  that  the  ghost 
of  this  yielding  would  rise  and  appear  in  various 
distant  places,  I  would  say,  pay  the  money,  and 
let  us  have  no  more  fuss  about  it.  But  I  have 
such  apprehensions.  I  do  believe,  that  if  we 
yield  this,  our  act  will  be  the  source  of  other 
claims  equally  unjust,  and  therefore  I  cannot  vote 
to  mak  -.  the  allowance. 

And  now,  I  suppose,  I  may,  without  being  out 
of  order,  tell  what  I  was  willing,  in  committee,  to 
yield  for  the  sake  of  removing  this  evil.  I  was 
willing  to  give  as  damages  what  the  department 
would  have  to  pay  the  Bay  Company  for  breach 
of  contract,  be  it  $2,700, pr  whatever  amount.  Be 
it  what  it  might,  it  would  be  so  much  money  gone; 
it  would  never  rise  again. 

Mr.  L.  insisted  that  the  true  and  great  point  to 
which  the  attention  of  this  House  or  the  committee 
should  be  directed  was,  what  is  a  just  compensa- 
tion .'  Inasmuch  as  this  railroad  and  steamboat 
company  could  afford  greater  facilities  than  anjr 
other  line,  the  service  oug;ht  to  be  done  upon  this 
route;  but  it  ought  to  be  done  upon  just  and  fair 
principles.  If  it  could  not  be  done  at  what  had 
been  offered,  let  it  be  shown  that  a  greater  amount 
was  just.  But,  until  it  was  shown,  he  was  op- 
posed to  increasing  it.  He  had  seen  many  things 
in  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  and  else- 
where that  stood  out  against  the  river  route.  Now, 
the  daily  steamboat  transportation  between  Troy 
and  New  York  was  performed  for  less  than  one 
hundred  dollars  ])cr  mile.  This  company  was  dis- 
satisfied with  two  hundred  and  twelve  or  two  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  dollars  per  mile.  It  had  not 
been  shown,  and  he  thought  it  could  not  be  shown 
to  them  why  this  company  was  entitled  to  more, 
or  so  much  more,  than  the  other  received.  It  was 
true,  they  had  to  encounter  the  ice,  but  was  there 
not  more  ice  farther  north  .'  There  might  possibly 
be  shown  some  reason  why  the  Virginia  line 
should  have  more;  but  was  there  any  reason  why 
they  should  have  so  much  more  .'  Again,  the  price 
|)aid  between  Cincinnati  and  Louisville  for  daily 
transportation  was  not  two  hundred  and  thirteen 
dollars  per  mile,  or  one  hundred  dollars,  or  fifty; 
it  was  less  than  twenty-eight  dollars  per  mile. 
Now,  he  did  not  insist  that  there  might  not  be 
some  peculiar  reasons  connected  with  this  route 
between  this  city  anil  Richmond  that  entitled  it  to 


1848. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


109 


move  than  was  paid  on  the  routes  between  Cincin- 
nati and  Louisville,  and  Troy  and  New  York. 
But,  if  there  were  reasons,  they  ought  to  be  shown. 
And  was  it  supposed  that  there  could  be  any,  or 
HO  peculiar  reasons,  as  to  justify  so  great  a  dilTcr- 
ence  in  compensation  as  was  claimed  by  this  com- 
pany .'     It  did  seem  that  there  could  be  none. 

These  reasons  actuated  him  in  taking  the  posi- 
tion he  had  taken,  painfully  refusing  to  oblige  his 
friend  from  Virginia,  which  he  assured  the  gentle- 
nian  he  had  the  greatest  inclination  to  do. 

In  relation  to  the  report  of  the  committee,  let 
him  state  one  thing :  It  proposed  that  the  Post- 
master General  should  again  offer  this  company 
what  he  had  already  offered  and  they  had  refused. 
It  was  for  the  rea.son  that  the  Postmaster  General, 
as  he  understood,  liad  informed  them  that  he  was 
not  himself  going  to  renew  the  proposition.  The 
committee  supposed — at  any  rate,  he  (Mr.  L.)  sup- 
posed— that  as  soon  as  the  company  should  know 
that  they  could  get  what  he  had  offered  them,  and 
no  more — as  soon  as  all  hope  of  greater  compen- 
sation was  cut  oft' — that  instant  they  would  not 
take  ten  tliousand  dollars  a  year  for  the  privilege 
of  doing  it.  Whether  this  was  actually  the  case 
he  did  not  profess  positively  to  know;  it  was  a 
matter  of  opinion,  but  he  firmly  believed  it.  In 
proposing  to  offer  them  the  contract  again,  as  he 
had  already  said,  the  committee  yielded  some- 
thing, viz;  the  damage  that  the  Government  would 
have  to  pay  for  the  breaking  up  of  the  present 
arrangement.  He  was  willing  to  incur  that  dam- 
age ;  some  other  gentlemen  were  not;  they  were 
further  away  from  the  position  which  his  friend 
from  Virginia  took.  He  was  willing  to^ield  some- 
thing, but  could  not  consent  to  go  the  whole  length 
with  the  gentleman. 

In  relation  to  what  the  damage  would  be,  it 
would  of  course  depend  upon  what  was  shown  to 
this  House  and  to  the  Senate  to  be  fair  and  reason- 
able. It  was  a  general  principle  of  law  that  this 
Government  could  not  be  sued  upon  a)iy  contract. 
It  was  a  principle  of  the  common  law  that  no  judg- 
ment can  go  against  the  State,  and  it  had  been 
confirmed  by  the  Su|3reme  Court  of  tlie  United 
States  in  repeated  instances.  Now,  how  was  this 
company  to  get  anything  for  their  damages.!"  Why, 
simply  by  coming  here  and  laying  their  case  before 
Congress. 

Mr.  L.  concluded  by  remarking  that  this  was  all 
he  wished  to  say.  If  there  was  any  portion  of  his 
hour  left,  he  would  only  ask  that  it  should  be  pass- 
ed to  his  credit  for  some  future  occasion. 

Mr.  ROOT  obtained  the  floor,  and,  by  request, 
yielded  to 

Mr.  MEADE,  who  sent  up  to  the  Clerk's  table 
the  following  substitute,  which  he  wished  to  offer 
for  the  resolution  and  amendment  under  considera- 
tion, viz: 

Be  it  resolved  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  Jlmemain  Congress  assembled,  That  tiie 
Postmaster  Ginicral  be,  and  lie  is  liereby,  authorized  in  future 
to  contract  wi  til  the  railroad  companies  for  the  transportation 
of  the  mail  at  a  price  not  exceedinc  *a.50  a  mile  for  trans- 
porting the  mail  onee  a  day,  and  ,tf30t)  for  transporting  the 
same  twice  aday:  Provided,  That  for  such  service  performed 
in  the  iiiglit  time  an  additional  comppnsation,  not  exceeding 
ISpei'cent.  on  those  sums,  may  be  given. 

The  amendment  not  being  in  order  at  this  time, 
it  was  not  received. 

Mr.  ROOT  resumed  the  floor,  and  remarked 
that,  being  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Pcoads,  as  he  happened  to  dissent 
from  the  report  of  the  committee,  it  was  perhaps 
incumbent  upon  him  to  state  some  of  the  reasons 
by  which  he  was  governed.  He  differed  in  opin- 
ion as  to  the  law  which  governs  tliis  matter  from 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  who  had  just  addressed 
the  committee.  He  was  not  about  "to  inflict  upon 
the  committee  a  law  argument.  This  whole  matter 
was  treated  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  pre- 
cisely as  if  the  House  were  sitting  as  a  court  of 
equity,  having  before  them  the  railroad  company, 
the  Post  Office  Department,  and  such  of  the  good 
people  of  the  United  States  as  were  interested  in 
the  expedition  of  this  mail;  and  he  seemed  to  con- 
sider that  the  only  qtiestiqn  was,  what  is  right 
between  the  parties?  He  was  very  anxious  to  do. 
right.  He  would  give  !fp2,700,  which  was  consid- 
ered so  great  a  sum,  if  it  was  right.  He  insisted 
that  they  should  be  governed  by  what  was  ri^-ht. 
But  belbrVMr.  R.  spent  much  time  or  breath  in 
arguing  what  was  right,  he  thought  it  was  better 
first  to  inquire  whether  they  had  the  power  to  en- 
force the  right  when  ascertained.     Ihia  railroad 


company,  it  was  said,  were  asking  an  exorbitant 
price  for  their  services,  (and  railroad  companies 
often  did  this,)  and  it  would  be  setting  a  bad  pre- 
cedent to  pay  them.  Well,  did  not  every  man 
who  has  got  anything  to  furni^  for  Uncle  Sam 
get  as  enormous  prices  as  he  could  ?  Why  were 
we  paying  such  enormous  prices  for  steamboats, 
flatboats,  and  every  old  hulk  that  can  be  mustered 
about  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi?  Because  it 
is  right?  No,  but  because  the  Government  deem 
it  better  to  employ  them  in  carrying  on  this  war 
than  to  go  without  their  services.  Now,  the  ques- 
tion to  be  considered  was,  what  was  the  very  low- 
est rate  for  which  these  services  could  be  obtained  ? 
That  they  could  ascertain  perhaps;  perhaps  not. 
It  was  doubted  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois. 
When  they  had  ascertained  that,  the  next  question 
was,  had  we  better  employ  this  railroad  and  steam- 
boat company  to  do  this  service,  or  go  without 
it  ?  Well,  the  head  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
had  done  the  business  in  this  way.  He  had  tried 
to  ascertain  the  lowest  amount  for  which  he  could 
get  this  important  service  performed.  The  com- 
pany told  him  so  much.  He  would  not  give  that; 
he  would  give  as  much,  wanting  about  |i2,700,  and 
he  would  give  them  no  more.  Well,  there  they 
were;  the  two  parties  in  a  regular  Yankee  twist 
about  it;  both  manifesting  too  much  of  a  chaffering, 
peddling  disposition.  He  did  not  say  which  was 
right.  He  had  no  doubt  the  railroad  company  tried 
to  get  as  much  as  they  could,  and  the  Postmaster 
General  tried  to  get  it  done  for  as  little  as  possible. 
But  what  he  found  fault  with  v/as,  that  they  higgled 
so  long  about  so  small  a  sum  upon  the  performing 
of  so  important  a  service.  Well,  they  separated 
upon  that.  The  Postmaster  General  entered  into 
another  arrangement.  Did  he  save  money  by  it? 
Mr.  R.  believed  not.  He  had  actually  expended 
more  money,  rather  than  yield  to  this  unconscion- 
able demand.  The  consequence  was,  that  day  after 
day,  and  week  after  week,  this  mail — one  of  the 
most  important  mails  in  the  United  States  service — 
was  delayed  for  days  behind  the  ordinary  time  of 
running.  He  had  as  little  interest  in  this  as  in  any 
other  mail  in  tlie  United  States;  but  lie  gave  notice 
that,  if  they  came  west  of  the  mountains  and 
attempted  to  perform  any  such  antics,  the  people 
there  would  have  a  short  way  to  correct  it.  Pri- 
vate expresses  were  not  unknown  there,  and  just 
as  long  as  the  Post  Otfice  Department  sent  the  mail 
along  as  fast  as  it  could  be  carried  by  private  en- 
terprise, so  long  would  the  people  patronize  the 
department,  and  pay  the  rates  of  postage  which 
were  imposed  by  law;  but  when  the  department 
attempted  to  keep  the  mail  back,  and  by  penal 
enactments  to  compel  the  people  to  send  their  mail 
matter  in  it,  they  would  find  themselves  mistaken. 
The  thing  would  not  work  in  the  V/est;  he  did  not 
believe  it  would  work  anywhere.  Go  along;  keep 
up  with  the  progress  of  the  age;  give  us  intelligence 
in  the  earliest  possible  manner;  charge  us  reason- 
ably or  unreasonably,  but  go  along;  we  will  not 
be  delayed.  In  this  matter  time  was  material.  It 
was  admittecTupon  all  hands  that  this  delay  ought 
to  be  done  away  with.  Although  he  felt  little  per- 
sonal interest  in  tlie  matter,  he  felt  it  was  due  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States  that  it  should  be 
attended  to.  That  they  should  stop  and  higgle  in 
a  question  of  this  importance  for  the  sum  of  §2,700, 
atid  delay  the  whole  mail  communication  of  the 
country  over  this  route  for  days  at  a  time,  appeared 
to  him  like  practising  upon  the  old  adage,  "  pemiy 
wise  and  pound  foolish." 

But,  then ,  a  great  principle  was  to  be  maintained 
here.  Why,  nobody  would  vote  censure  upon  the 
head  of  the  Post  Office  Department;  nobody  would 
set  an  example  by  which  other  companies  could 
take  advantage.  Could  other  companies  get  away 
from  the  contracts  into  which  they  had  entered, 
and  which  every  man  knew  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral had  obtained  on  as  favorablp  terms  as  possible  ? 
Mr.  R.  repeated  that  the  main  question  was,  had 
we  better  employ  this  lailroad  company  to  trans- 
port the  mail,  though  we  gave  them  ^2,700  more 
than  the  department  had  offered  them — more  than 
the  service  was  really  worth?  He  was  willing  to 
admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument — though  he  did 
not  know  it  to  be  so — but,  admitting  it,  should 
this  important  mail  be  delayed,  and  sent  around 
by  a  circuitous  route  of  four  hundred  miles,  for 
the  mere  salce  of  saving  $i2,700?  But  we  did  not 
save  it.  We  had  already  lost  more  than  ^2,700 
by  the  delay;  and  if  the  arrangement  was  kept  up 
six  months,  the  Government  would  lose  not  only 


^2,700,  but  $27,000.  How  ?  The  people  inter- 
ested in  the  expeditious  performance  of  this  mail 
service  would  not  submit  to  such  delay.  They 
would  establish  private  expresses.  Penal  enact- 
ments might  be  piled  up  here,  but  they  could  never 
be  enforced  against  the  common  understanding  of 
the  country  that  they  were  absurd  and  oppressive. 
Pie  repeated,  he  felt  very  little  interest  in  this  mat- 
ter. He  did  not  know  but  it  would  have  been 
better  for  tliis  department,  for  the  present  head  of 
the  department,  and  for  the  whole  country,  that 
this  arrangement  should  remain  as  established, 
until  a  lesson  was  taught,  which  it  was  important 
for  the  head  of  the  department  to  learn,  and  to  learn 
speedily,  tliat  it  would  not  do  to  delay  the  mails, 
and  then  dream  that  the  business  and  the  entire 
community  could  be  compelled  by  penal  enact- 
ments to  wait  for  them.  No;  they  must  be  sent 
ahead;  the  whole  country  demanded  it.  There 
was  as  great  a  disposition  to  hurry  mail  matter 
througii  as  there  was  among  travellers  to  htnry 
along;  and  it  was  very  well  known  that  in  the  case 
of  most  persons,  let  them  have  little  business  or 
none  at  all,  they  would  patronize  the  fastest  boat, 
or  the  fastest  conveyance.  It  was  no  matter 
whether  they  were  at  the  end  of  their  journey  in 
one  day  or  five  days;  if  there  was  a  line  by  which 
they  could  reach  it  in  eleven  hours,  they  would  be 
sui-e  to  take  it.  And  so  in  private  concerns;  he 
said  that  men  would  not  sto]5  to  higgle  for  a  dollar 
or  two  when  serious  delay  would  be  the  conse- 
quence. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  gave  it  as  his  opin- 
ion, that  the  moment  the  question  was  settled  that 
this  company  could  notget  any  more,  they  would 
take  the  contract,  and  not  be  willing  to  give  it  up 
for  ^10,000  per  annum.  He  did  "not  doubt  the 
honesty  of  that  opinion,  but  he  must  doubt  the 
reasoning  on  which  it  was  predicated.  No  doubt 
the  company  would  do  it  if  it  was  for  their  inter- 
est; they  went  for  their  interest;  but  there  was  one 
fact  stated,  that  upon  this  railroad  there  was  at- 
tached to  the  locomotive  a  train  of  three  cars— a 
very  lieavy  business  !  A  daily  train  of  three  cars  ! 
When  they  carried  the  mail,  they  devoted  one  of 
these  cars  to  mail  matter,  and  the  other  two  to 
fi eight  and  passengers.  Mr.  R.  denied  the  justice 
of  the  gentleman's  comparing  this  railroad  to  the 
railroads  in  Massachusetts, 'New  York,  Ohio,  or 
Michigan.  Three  cars  in  a  daily  train  I  one  go- 
ing to  carry  Uncle  Sam's  mail  and  the  other  two 
for  freight  and  passengers,  and  the  company  de- 
manding more  for  carrying  the  mail  upon  such  an 
extensive  establishment  than  they  v/ouid  in  Mas- 
sachusetts or  New  York!  His  colleague  [Mr. 
Schenck]  suggested  that  when  they  do  the  busine&s 
by  retail,  they  always  charge  more.  This  was  ex- 
ceedingly retail.  [A  laugh.]  Another  fVvct  in  this 
connection:  it  appeared  that  about  one-tenth  of  the 
receipts  of  this  company  were  for  carrying  the 
mail.  Then  one-third  of  their  force  earned  one- 
tenth  of  their  income;  and  that,  it  was  contendcil, 
was  unreasonable!  He  knew  nothing  about  it, 
but  so  it  was  stated.  Instead  of  the  company  be- 
ing so  anxious  to  carry  the  mail  as  to  be  wiliin.o- 
to  paygIO,000  for  tiie  privilege,  he  said  that,  how- 
ever it  might  be  done  in  Virginia,  in  the  back- 
woods of  tWe  West  the  company  would  be  likely 
to  offer  themselves  to  private  expresses  to  trans- 
port for  them  the  mail  by  direct  and  expeditious 
route,  while  the  Government  mail  was  delayed 
and  sent  by  a  circuitous  route  for  the  sake  of  a 
small  saving. 

Tlie  gentleman  from  Illinois,  in  maintaining  the 
reasonableness  of  the  compensation  oftered  by  the 
Postmaster  General,  of  ;p237,  less  ]2  per  cent,  per 
mile  upon  the  river,  referred  to  the  fact  tiiat  the 
mail  was  carried  on  the  Hudson,  between  New 
York  and  Troy,  for  glOO  per  mile.  One  reason 
for  this,  Mr.  II.  supposed,  was,  that  ihcy  could 
not  do  all  the  business  there  with  three  cars.  An- 
other reason  was,  that  they  did  not  go  in  the  win- 
ter. This  line  had  to  run  constantly,  winter  and 
summer.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois  certainly 
did  not  suppose  that  mails  were  carried  by  steam- 
boat between  New  York  and  Troy  during  the 
winter. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  (interposing)  was  under- 
stood to  say  that  he  believed  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral's report  stated  that,  for  three  monilis  in  the 
year,  the  mail  was  not  carried  on  this  route. 

Mr.  ROOT,  continuing:  Well,  for  three  months 
they  did  not  carry  it,  and  during  that  time  they 
could  not  run   for  ifi237  per  mile.     Ha  referred  to 
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other  reasons  why  tlie  mail  service  could  be  per- 
formed for  less  compensation  upon  the  Hudson 
and  oilier  routes.  One  of  these  was,  the  §;reat 
competition  existing  between  the  different  lines, 
and  the  advantai^e  which  the  carrying  the  mail 
gave.  Passengers  would  take  the  line  by  which 
tiie  mail  was  carried,  even  though  it  went  no 
faster. 

In  concluding,  Mr.  R.  repeated  that  the  single 
question  to  be  considered  was,  for  how  much  could 
this  service  be  obtained  ?  The  company  might  ask 
<^2,7U0  more  than  was  a  fair  compensation,  but 
would  it  not  be  better  to  give  them  f42,700  and 
have  the  mail  ex[)edited,  than  to  have  it  delayed 
and  the  revenues  of  the  department  seriously  im- 
paired, as  he  thought  they  would  be.  A  bad  pre- 
cedent!  Was  there  any  danger  of  setting  prece- 
dents, at  this  day,  by  whicli  people  wei'e  to  be 
incited  to  plunder  this  Government?  In  war,  and 
paying  more  per  month  for  old  steamboats  than 
their  whole  value,  we  were  talking  about  this  bad 
precedent  of  paying  Sji2,700  more  than  it  was  said 
to  be  worth  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  for  a 
year  for  one  hundred  and  tiiirty  miles,  and  upon 
one  of  the  most,  inipoi-tant  routes  in  the  country. 
For  these  reasons,  he  didercd  with  the  committee. 
He  did  not  feel  bound  to  inquire  whether  tiiis  com- 
pany made  ;is  favorable  an  offer  as  they  could 
afford;  but  he  confined  himself  to  the  question, 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  give  them  the 
sum  which  they  demanded  than  to  dispense  with 
their  services.    He  was  of  the  opinion  it  would  be. 

Mr.  JONES,  .of  Tennessee,  obtained  tiie  floor; 
and,  indications  being  given  of  a  desire  that  the 
committee  rise,  he  inquired  of  the  Chair,  in  case 
this  subject  vvere  not  disposed  of  to-day,  whether 
it  would  continue  before  the  committee  as  the  spe- 
cial order? 

The  CHAIRMAN  replied  that,  in  his  opinion, 
it  would  so  continue  until  disposed  of. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  .TONES,  the  committee  then 
rose,  and 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  January  5,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States, 
accompanied  by  accounts  of  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments for  the  Post  Office  Department  for  the  year 
ending  30th  June,  1847. 

PETITIONS.  I 

Ml'.  HALE  presented    the  petition  of  the  heirs 
of  Moses  White,  deceased,  a  revolutionary  officer, 
praying  to   be  allowed  arrears  of  pension;  which  i 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  IPensions.  i 

Mr.    DICKINSON   presented  additional  docu- 
ments in   relation    to   tlie  claim  of  John   Lorimer  i 
Graham;  which   were  referred   to  the  Committee  j 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  j 

Mr.  YULEE  ]iresented  the  petition  of  the  i 
widow  and  legal  representatives  of  Reuben  Las- 
fiiter,  deceased,  praying  compensation  for  a  slave 
shot  by  a  fiarty  of  volunteers  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  in  the  Seminole  war;  wliich  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  the  petitioli  of  Albert 
Pine,  praying  tliat  compensation  may  be  made  to 
a  company  of  Arkansas  cavalry,  commanded  by 
him,  for  horses  lost  or  stolen  while  in  the  service 
of  the  United  Stales;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  the  petition  of  Su- 
san C.  Randall,  widow  of  Archibald  Randall,  late 
District  Judge  of  the  United  States  for  the  East- 
ern District  of  Pennsylvania,  f)raying  compensa- 
tion for  services  rendered  by  her  late  husband  as 
circuit  judge;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Woodbridge  and  Henry  Ciii[)uuui,  late  judges  of 
the  United  Stales,  in  the  Territory  of  iVIichigan, 
praying  compcn.sation  for  services  not  incident  to 
their  judicial  office;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  the  petition  of  Mary  M. 
Foot,  widow  of  Lyman  Fool,  laic  a  surgeon  in 
the  army,  [iraying  that  ])rovision  may  be  made 
for  herself  and  family,  in  conscquenc(M)f  the  death 
of  her  husband  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty 
in  Mexico;  which  wa.s  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  DlX  prcaented  the  petition  of  Marvin  W. 


Fisher,  praying  compensation  for  the  use  of  his 
invention  for  charging  percussion  caps  by  the 
Government,  and  the  purchase  of  his  patent  riglit; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs.  * 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  presented  addi- 
tional documents  relating  to  the  petition  of  Hugh 
W.  Dobl-iin;  which  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  the  petition  of  cer- 
tain citizens  of  the  county  of  Orleans,  New  York, 
praying  that  the  franking  ]"irivilege  may  be  abol- 
ished, and  that  the  rates  of  postage  on  newspapers 
be  reduced;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  gave  notice  that,  on  to-morrow, 
he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  alter  and 
amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that, 
on  to-morrow,  he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  u 
bill  to  provide  for  the  survey  of  the  mouth  of  the 
Red  river,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

PRINTING  OF  DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  'J'hat  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  instructed 
to  inquire  and  report  why  iioni'  of  the  copies  of  tlio  Presi- 
dent's Mossaif ,  Willi  djcumuiits,  or  of  tlie  reports  of  the 
SfcrcfariPs  and  Po.stiiiasn  r  General,  with  docuinents.  liave 
been  furnished  lor  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  when  liie 
said  copies  may  be  furni.slied  by  the  Printers. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  HUNTER  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
payment  of  equitable  commissions  to  the  agents 
or  attorneys  of  jiersons  in  whose  favor  awards 
have  been  made  under  three  several  treaties  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  certain  foreign  Pow- 
ers, which  awards  have  been  retained  in  the  treas- 
ury in  payment  of  debts  due  to  the  United  Stales; 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  limes  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finatice. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Mary- 
land, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Mar- 
tin Fenwick;  which  was  read  liie  first  and  second 
times  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  to  whom  iiad  been  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  American  Colonization  Socie- 
ty, reported  a  bill  exempting  vessels  employed  by 
the  American  Colonization  Society  in  transporting 
colored  emigrants  from  tlie  United  States  to  the 
coast  of  Africa,  from  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of 
22d  of  February  and  2d  of  March,  1847,  regu- 
lating the  carriage  of  passengers  in  merchant  ves- 
sels ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  had  been  referred  the  memorial 
of  Richard  S.  Coxe,  made  a  report  upon  the  sub- 
ject, accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  to  repeal  the 
act  of  2d  of  March,  1837,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
cerning pilots,"  rejiorted  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Commiitee  on  Commerce, 
to  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  making  an 
appropriation  for  removing  obstructions  in  the 
Savannah  river,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  RUSK,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  to  wliom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Thomas  N.  Welsh,  submitted  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  Thai  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  do 
send  the  [)etition  and  other  papers  accompanying 
it  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  this  report. 

The  Senate  proceeded,  by  unanimous  consent, 
to  consider  the  said  resolution;  and  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  from  the  Commiitee  of 
Claims,  to  wlioni  had  been  referred  the  memorial 
of  George  Harvey,  made  a  report  thereon,  accom- 
panied l)y  the  following  resohilion: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  George  Harvey, 


agent  for  the  owners  and  consignees  of  the  Eng- 
lish ship  James  Mitchell,  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  their 
Clerk: 

Mr.  President:  The  House  of  Representatives 
have  passed  a  bill  making  further  provisions  for 
surviving  widows  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  yesterday 
approved  and  signed  the  enrolled  bill  entitled  "An 
act  making  appropriations  to  supply  in  part  a  de- 
ficiency in  the  appropriations  for  subsistence  in 
kind,  of  the  army  and  volunteers  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1848." 

Tiic  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  further  provisions  for  surviving  widows 
of  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  was  read  the  first 
and  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Rhodes  was  read  a  third  time. 

Resolved,  That  this  bill  pass,  and  that  the  title 
thereof  be  as  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  this 
bill. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  As- 
sistant Pursers  in  the  navy  was  passed  by  infor- 
mally. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  a  second 
time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
V/hole: 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Foxall  A.  Parker,  of  the 
United  Stales  navy. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Andrew  D. 
Crosby. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  William  A.  Christian. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  they  severally  lie  on  the  table. 

BOUNTY  LAND  WARRANTS, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  allow  further  time 
for  satisfying  claims  for  bounty  lands  for  military 
services  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  he  hoped  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  from  which  this  bill  was  reported  would 
explain  the  reason  which  existed  for  its  passage. 
This  was  a  rule  which  had  been  generally  followed 
heretofore.  There  are  (continued  Mr.  S.)  exten- 
sive tracts  of  land  reserved  for  military  bounty 
land,  which  land  is  exempted  from  taxation,  much 
to  the  injury  of  the  districts  in  vvhich  they  ;ie.  I 
think  it  is  time  that  this  system  should  be  put  an 
end  to.  There  may  be  individual  cases  which  are 
deserving  of  special  legislation;  but  we  ought  to 
pause,  I  think,  before  we  adopt  any  general  law 
embracing  a  class  of  cases  which  have  been  already 
provided  for,  more  especially  when  we  all  know 
that  doubtful  claims  of  thirty  years'  standing 
invariably  grow  stronger  and  better  as  they  grow 
older. 

Mr.  BREESE.  This  bill  was  introduced  to  the 
notice  of  the  Senate  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  who  is  not  now  in  his  seat.  It  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
received  an  attentive  consideration.  I  apprehend 
that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Arkansas  is  en- 
tirely mistaken  as  to  the  scope  and  object  of  the 
bill.  Thisi  bill  is  intended  to  meet  cases  where 
parties  holding  land  warrants  have  neglected  to 
locate  their  claims.  The  law  relating  to  such  cases 
expired  in  July  last,  and  persons  who  have  ap- 
plied since  that  time  for  their  lands  jiave  not  been 
able  to  obtain  them.  There  is  no  danger,  as  the 
gentleman  supposes,  in  extending  this  law.  Wc 
tio  not  know  the  number  of  unlocated  claims 
growing  out  of  the  Revolution  and  the  late  war,and 
It  is  merely  proposed  to  extend  the  law  relating  to 
them  for  five  years  longer.  It  is  never  loo  late  to 
do  justice. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  My  honorable  friend  is  entirely 
mislaken  in  regard  to  this  bill.  There  are  large 
tracts  of  land  in  my  own  State,  and  in  Maine, 
which  have  been  set  apart  to  satisfy  the  claims  of 
the  soldiers  of  the  last  war.  The  names  of  the 
claimants  are  put  into  a  box  and  drawn  out  con- 
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secutively,  and  the  location  is  determined  by  such 
drawing.  There  are  warrants,  I  admit,  for  revo- 
lutionary services,  but  warrants  for  services  in  the 
late  war  I  have  never  heard  of.  A  large  portion  of 
my  State — millions  of  acres — have  been  set  apart,  as 
I  have  said,  to  satisfy  these  claims,  and  the  claim- 
ants have  had  thirty  years  in  which  to  bring  them 
forward;  there  is  no  one  who  has  not  had  his  num- 
bei-  assigned  to  him  and  had  his  patent.  I  would 
like  to  know  why,  at  this  late  day,  after  thirty 
years  have  elapsed,  we  are  to  be  called  upon  to 
pass  a  law  to  give  them  five  years  longer,  and  for 
what  purpose.''  Why  simply  to  have  their  loca- 
tions determined  by  drawing,  which  has  already 
been  done.     This  is  the  whole  purpose. 

Mr.  BREESE.  The  Senator  is  in  part  correct 
in  regard  to  claims  for  military  services  in  the  last 
war.  Patents  were  issued.  The  soldiers  had 
nothing  to  do.  The  whole  matter  was  transacted 
in  Washington  city.  But  these  are  not  such 
cases;  these  are  cases  of  land  warrants  which  have 
been  omitted  to  be  located  under  the  act  of  1812- 
'1.3.  I  have  had  numbers  of  these  warrants  sent 
to  me  from  Illinois;  but  as  this  is  a  bill  which  has 
been  introduced  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
who  is  not  now  in  his  seat,  and  who  takes  great 
interest  in  it,  I  hope  it  will  be  passed  over  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  Only  one  word  :  If  there  have 
been  land  warrants  granted  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances, I  know  nothing  about  them.  All  I  have 
to  say  is,  thai  if  five  years  further  are  to  be  granted 
to  the  claimants,  I  suppose  some  good  reasons  can 
be  siven  for  it.     i  would  like  to  hear  them. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  would  inquire  of  the  Senator 
from  Illinois,  whether  there  is  a  report  from  the 
Land  Office  upon  this  subject.' 

Mr.  BREESE.     There  is  none. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  would  like,  before  I  vote  for 
this  bill,  to  see  a  report  setting  forth  the  facts  in 
the  case.  It  is  something  new  to  my  ears — en- 
tirely so. 

The  question  being  taken  upon  the  motion  for 
postponement,  it  was  agreed  to. 

widow's  pensions. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  continue  the  pen- 
sions of  certain  widows;  and  no  amendment  being 
made,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DAYTON.  May  I  ask  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  to  state  what  this  bill 
is. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana.  It  is,  sir,  for 
the  purpose  of  continuing  the  pensions  of  certain 
widow.s  who  are  very  old,  and  in  distressed  cir- 
cumstances. I  trust  there  will  be  no  objection  to 
its  passage.  The  measure  has  been  recommended 
from  the  War  Department,  and  has  received  the 
unanimous  concurrence  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  DAYTON.     What  is  the  bill  ? 

Mr.  WESTGOTT.  It  is  the  very  same  bill  in 
substance  as  that  from  the  House  which  was  be- 
fore the  Senate  a  few  minutes  ago. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  was  not  aware  of  the  fact 
that  they  were  the  same  until  the  circumstance  was 
mentioned  by  the  Senator  from  Florida.  It  would 
be  more  proper,  perhaps,  to  take  up  that  bill,  1 
move,  therefore,  that  this  bill  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ADDITIONAL  VOLUNTEER  FORCE. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  further  prosecution  of 
the  existing  v,-ar  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Republic  of  Mexico  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

iVIr.  CASS  said  it  was  the  disposition  of  the 
Military  Committee  that  this  bill  should  be  defer- 
red until  the  ten-regiment  bill  should  have  been 
disposed  of.  He  thought  it  better  to  go  on  with 
the  discussion  upon  that  bill,  and  let  this  be  taken 
up  after  its  passage.  He  therefore  moved  that  it 
be  laid  upon  the  table;  which  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

LATE   SECRETARY  OF  WISCONSIN. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam B.  Slaughter,  late  Secretary  of  the  Territory 
of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.' DOUGLAS.  I  think  that  when  this  bill 
was  up  the  other  day,  there  was  a  slight  misap- 
prehension on  the  part  of  some  Senators  in  regard 
to  the  true  state  of  the  facts.  I  will  detain  the 
Senate  for  a  moment  in  an  exposition  of  what  I 


understand  to  be  the  law  and  the  facts  in  the  case. 
By  the  act  of  1792,  it  is  provided  that  the  official 
duties  of  tl^e  Secretary  of  any  Territory  shall  be 
controlled  by  such  laws  as  are  in  force  in  each  Ter- 
ritory. I  understand  this  to  be  the  law  now  in 
force,  and  applicable  to  the  official  duties  of  the 
Secretary,  or  which  was  in  force  at  the  time  of  this 
transaction.  Mr.  Slaughter  was  Secretary  of  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin,  and,  as  Secretary,  was 
required  by  law  to  be  the  disbursing  officer  for  tjje 
payment  of  moneys  for  the  necessary  and  inciden- 
tal expenses  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  furnished  him  a 
draft  for  §10,000,  to  pay  these  expenses.  I  have 
reason  to  suppose,  in  fact — I  think  the  evidence 
will  be  satisflictory  to  the  Senate — to  show  that 
the  draft  was  deposited  with  Samuel  B.  Knapp, 
the  cashier  of  the  Mineral  Point  Bank,  under  the 
authority  and  by  the  direction  of  the  Legislatiae 
of  the  Territory .  Search  has  been  made  for  co[iies 
of  the  documents  by  which  the  deposite  was  au- 
thorized and  directed,  and  they  cannot  be  found  at 
the  present  time.  Bui;  I  am  confiident  that  such  is 
the  fact,  and  I  think  that  the  statement  of  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  is  conclusive  on  the 
point.  After  stating  the  fact  to  which  1  have  re- 
ferred, the  Comptroller  goes  on  to  say  that  the 
claifn  arises  from  his  having  deposited,  under  the 
direction  and  by  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  Territory,  the  money,  &.c.  [Mr. 
Douglas  continued  to  read  from  the  letter  of  the 
Comptroller,  in  corroboration  of  this  point.]  It 
will  appear,  therefore,  by  this  statement,  thai  Mr. 
Slaughter,  being  Secretary  of  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin,  received  this  draft  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  being  applied 
to  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  Territory; 
that  he  was  required  to  be  governed  by  the  instruc- 
tions and  laws  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Terri-tory; 
that  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  instructed 
and  directed  him  to  make  this  deposite  with  Mr. 
Samuel  B.  Knapp,  the  cashier;  that  he  made  the 
deposite  in  obedience  to  the  directions  of  the  Le- 
gislature, which  he  was  bound  to  obey.  And  we 
have  also  a  resolution  here,  which  was  read  the 
other  day,  passed  by  the  Legislature,  specifically 
approving  of  the  act,  and  saying  that  he  ought 
to  be  remunerated  for  the  loss.  If  there  can  be 
any  doubt  upon  this  point,  I  can  have  read  several 
letters  showing  the  facts  as  they  occurred.  I  have 
one  from  Mr.  Dodge,  Governor  of  the  Territory, 
in  which  he  stales,  that  he  informed  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  deposite.  The  deftosite  was 
made  in  a  specie  paying  bank — a  bank  which 
was  considered  by  every  one  to  be  perfectly  safe. 
Mr.  Slaughter  made  this  deposite  as  he  was  re- 
quired to  do.'  The  fact  of  the  deposite  having 
been  made  was  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  here,  who  sanctioned  the  act  by  allow- 
ing the  deposite  to  remain  without  being  with- 
drawn, and  Mr.  Slaughter  went  out  of  office,  leav- 
ing the  money  where  it  had  been  deposited  under 
the  instructions  of  the  Legislature,  and  witii  the 
knowledge,  and,  therefore,  it  is  to  be  presumed, 
with  the  consent,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  bank  afterwards  broke,  and  the  money  was 
lost.  I  think,  under  these  circumstances,  there 
carnmt  be  any  hesitation  in  authorizing  the  ac- 
counting officer  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  this  ac- 
count upon  principles  of  justice  and  equity.  I  do 
not  deem  it  necessary  to  occupy  any  more  of  the 
time  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  a  matter  that  is  so 
clear  as  this. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT.  I  did  not  intend  to  say 
another  word  against  tjie  bill,  but  to  let  it  pass,  as, 
oa  examination  of  it,  I  find  it  does  not  sanction  the 
claim,  but  only  directs  its  examination  by  the 
treasury  officers,  and  payment,  if  they  find  it  to 
be  just  and  equitable.  But  the  remarks  of  the  Sen- 
ator who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  makes  it  neces- 
sary to  say  a  few  words.  The  act  of  1792  has  no 
more  to  do  with  this  call  than  a  statute  of  Mis- 
souri. It  is  an  old,  obsolete  act  respecting  the 
Territories  then  (in  1792)  existing  north  and  north- 
west of  the  Ohio,  and  has  expired  twenty-five  years 
ago.  [Mr.  W.  here,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Berrien, 
referred  to  the  act.]  The  Secretary  of  Wisconsin 
held  his  office  under  the  act  oi'ganizing  the  gov- 
ernment of  that  Territory,  called  the  Organic  Law, 
passed  in  1836;  and  under  that  law  he  was  ex- 
pressly required  to  account  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United ,  Slates  for  these  funds. 
[Mr.  W.  here  read  partof  theactof  1836.]  Again, 
if!  understand  correctly,  he  was  not  ordered  to 


deposite  this  money  with  the  broken  bank,  by  the 
Legislature,  before  it  failed;  but  after  the  bank 
broke,  the  Legislature  passed  resolutions  asking 
Congress  to  pay  the  money  lost,  &c.  When  he 
made  this  deposite,  also,  (if  I  am  correct  as  to  dates,) 
the  sub-treasury  law  of  1840  was  in  full  force,  for- 
bidding such  arrangements. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  It  was  entirely  competent,  cer- 
tainly, for  the  committee  to  have  allowed  or  disal- 
lowed the  claim;  but  the  view  I  take  is  this — that 
it  is  belter  to  refer  the  matter  to  a  safe  and  proper 
tribunal,  than  that  a  committee  should  assume  the 
jurisdiction  and  decide  peremptorily  upon  the  case. 
I  was  entirely  in  favor  of  referring  the  claim  lo  the 
officers  of  the  treasury,  for  I  have  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  under  such  reference  any  injustice 
will  be  done. 

In  reference  to  this  claim,  I  do  not  see  how  the 
laws  which  have  been  referred  to  can  have  any 
bearing  upon  it.  Then  the  only  question  is, 
whether  Mr.  Slaughter  acted  as  a  prudent  man 
would  have  done.'  whether,  at  the  time  and  under 
all  the  circumstances,  it  was  not  lo  be  regarded  as  a 
safe  deposite.'  He  acted  as  the  Legislature  direct- 
ed him,  and  it  would  be  wrong,  sir,  to  compel  him 
to  pay  the  money. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  One  word  in  reply  to  the 
Senator  from  Florida.  I  am  still  under  the  im- 
pression that  the  act  of  1792  was  intended  to  ap- 
|)ly  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory.  I  was 
aware  of  the  existence  of  the  act  of  .Congress  to 
which  the  gentleman  alluded.  That  act  merely 
makes  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory  responsible 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  so  far  as  regards 
the  settlement  of  accounts,  and  that  such  settle- 
ment was  to  be  made  althe  Treasury  Department. 
It  is  true,  that  act  also  says  that  the  money  shall 
be  expended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Territory; 
but  was  the  Secretary  to  expend  this  money  ac- 
cording to  his  own  discretion,  without  authority 
of  law.'  or  was  he  to  expend  it  according  to  law  .' 
My  understanding  is,  that  he  was  to  expend  it 
according  lo  the  law  of  the  land.  What  was  that 
law.'  Why,  it  was  the  law  that  was  in  force  in 
the  Territory  at  the  time  the  deposite  was  made. 
Such,  sir,  I  have  always  understood  lo  be  the 
practice,  not  only  in  Wisconsin,  but  in  Iowa,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  which  I  have  lived  for  many 
years.  I  think  that  the  facts  which  I  have  already 
staled  to  the  Senate  abundantly  show  that  this  offi- 
cer acted  in  good  faith,  as  a  prudent  man  should 
act.  I  think  they  show  that  he  acted  with  great 
prudence  and  great  caution;  that  there  was  no 
fault,  no  neglect  on  his  part;  and  that  it  was  in 
consequence  of  iieglect  elsewhere  that  the  money 
was  lost.  I  think,  therefore,  as  a  matier  of  jus- 
tice, if  we  were  voting  now,  we  ought  to  vote  him 
the  money.  But  the  committee  does  not  propose 
lo  appropriate  the  money;  they  only  propose  lo 
say  to  the  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury — 
those  officers  who  have  been  accustomed  lo  settle 
the  accounts  of  the  treasury  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Government — you  are  authorized  to 
make  this  settlement  upon  principles  of  equity  and 
justice.  Sir,  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  officer.s 
of  the  Treasury  Department  would  concurrently 
have  tendered  their  request  lo  Congress  to  do  jus- 
lice  lo  this  man,  unless  injustice  had  been  done 
him.'  I  think,  sir,  we  ought  lo  give  them  an  op- 
portunity to  do  him  justice. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  move  that  that  bill  be  laid  upon 
the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  presume  there  will  be  no 
more  discussion  upon  it. 

Mr.  CASS.     Then  I  will  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  BADGER  and  Mr.  CAMERON  rising^ 
simultaneously. 

Mr.  BADGER  said:  I  think  it  due  to  this  caso 
to  make  a  single  observation — 

Mr.  CASS.     Will  the  Senator  excuse  me.' 

Mr.  BADGER.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CASS.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
intends  to  discuss  the  bill.  I  therefore  move  that 
it  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  ot'  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  raise,  for  a 
limited  time,  an  additional  military  force. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and 
inserting  the  followiifg: 

"That  tlie  Presitloiit  be,  and  he  is  lierehy,  nutlioriz»>d, 
should  the  exigencies  of  the  war  require  a  fuitber  iiicreiise 
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ol"  force,  to  c;ill  for,  and  accept  the  services  of,  additional 
volunteers,  not  cxceedinsr  tliirty  thousand,  who  may  oti'er 
their  services,  either  a>  cavalry,  inlantry,  or  rifti-iueii,  to 
serve  Ihree  years  after  they  shall  have  arrived  at  the  place 
of  pMuU'/.vmis  unless  sooner  discharged  ;  to  he  raised  and 
oriraiiized  in  the  -.aine  manner  as  are  provided  lor  volunteers 
und  r  exisun^  laws,  and  to  have  the  same  pay,  rations,  and 
allowances,  includi.u!  land  or  scrip,  according  to  jirades; 
and  to  be  subject  tii  the  same  regulations  and  to  the  rules 
and  articles  of  war." 

Ski.'.  -2.  Jind  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  where  companies 
of  volunleors,  which  are  now  or  may  hereafter  be  in  scr-. 
vice,  shall  boeonie  reduced  in  rank  and  file,  the  Pretident 
be,  and  he  is  heri'by,  authorized  to  discharg.;  a  part  of  the 
commissioned  officers,  leaving  not  more  tlian  thrre  for  si-\ry 
raiilt  and  tile  ill  tlie  companj ,  and  not  more  tlian  two  for 
forty  rank  and  file;  and  where  tlie  company  shall  be  re- 
duced below  twenty  rank  and  file,  he  may  discharge  tin- 
w:i.)le  company,  ottieers  and  men,  and  receive  a  new  com- 
pany of  not  less  than  eighty  rank  and  file,  in  lieu  of  said 
di.-charged  eomp:uiy :  I'rji'idcil,  iVotliini;  iK-reiii  contained 
shall  require  the  Prcsidi^'iit  to  reduce  the  oincdis,  or  to  dis- 
chargj  a  eomp:iiiy.  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  reduced  compa- 
nies i*an  he  tillednp  bv  recruits. 

Sec.  3.  ^^ml  he  it  further  enaded,  That  where  regiments 
of  volunte,-rs,  whieli  are  now  or  may  heri;alier  b;- in  ser- 
vice, shall  bcconii;  leduced,  the  President  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  receive  additional  companies  of  vol- 
unteers for  such  regiments:  Provided,  Tiie  additional  com- 
p.anies  so  received  for  any  regiment  shall  not  increase  its 
iiiinierical  strength  bayond  one  thousand  rank  and  file. 

Sec.  4.  Jlnd  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  llie  provision  in 
the  id  section  of  the  act  entitled  '=  An  act  to  encourage  en- 
listmmils  in  the  regular  army,"'  approved  January  tvvellth, 
eigutceii  hundred  and  forty-seven,  be,  and  the  same  is 
ht^reby,  e.vlended  to  include  the  recruits  who  may  hereafter 
enlistfor  the,  lir=.t  and  secoml  regiments  of  dragoons,  and 
the  r.giment  of  mounted  riflennn,  and  tlie  non-conunis- 
sLoiiert  ottieers, .musicians,  and  jirivates  of  volunteers  who 
may  engage  to  serve  during  the  war  with  Mexico,  or  for  tlie 
terin  of  three  years,  as  provided  by  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  .'iiirf  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  volunteers 
laised  under  this  act,  and  whose  term  of  service  may  not 
sooner  expire,  shall  be  discbaigcd  within  six  months  alter 
the  ratification  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico. 

Ml-.  CRITTENDEN  said:  I  do  not  propose, 
on  lliis  occasion,  to  say  more  than  will  be  barely 
necessary  to  explain  the  amendment  whicii  I  have 
had  the' honor  of  offerins;- to  the  bill  now  before 
you.  The  bill  which  is  now  under  consideration 
for  raising  ten  additional  regiments,  and  the  bill 
lying  upon  the  table  to  succeed  it,  authorizing  the 
President  to  accept  the  services  of  twenty  thousand 
volunteers,  have  severally  been  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
are  supposed  to  be  necessary  to  meet  the  require- 
ments' and  exigencies  of  the  present  war  with 
Mexico.  The  "bill  now  before  you,  sir,  proposes 
to  raise  ten  thousand  men,  or  ten  additional  re- 
giments; und  what  I  projiose  is,  to  give  to  the 
Government  the  necessary  numerical  force,  only 
changing  the  form  of  its  organization  from  a  regu- 
lar to  a'volunteer  force.  And  I  desire  to  assign, 
very  briefly,  the  reasons  wliicli  have  induced  me 
to  adopt  this  course. 

The  bill  before  you  for  raising  the  ten  regiments 
places  upon  Congress  the  responsibility  of  de- 
claring that  under  the  present  existing  circum- 
stances it  is  proper  and  necessary  that  this  force 
should  be  raised.  Is  there  any  such  present  ne- 
cessity perceived  by  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States?  I  think  not,  sir.  We  have  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  a  discussion  of  various  plans  upon 
which  it  has  been  suggested  that  this  war  ought  to 
be  prosecuted.  The  Secretary,  in  discussing  them, 
reconitncnds  the  plan  whicli  he  prefers,  viz :  to 
hold  all  those  portions  of  Mexico  which  are  now 
in  our  jiossession,  and,  in  addition  to  the  force 
which  would  be  necessary  to  accomplish  such  a 
purpose,  to  have  an  active  force  raised,  not  with  a 
view  of  marching  over  and  conquering  the  whole 
country,  but  with  the  view  of  being  prepared  to 
make  occasional  conquests,  should  circumstances 
require  it.  This  is  his  plan.  Now,  is  an  addi- 
tional force  necessary,  I  would  ask,  to  accomplish 
the  design.s  of  the  Secretary,  taken  even  in  their 
utmost  latitude.'  This,  sir,  would  be  a  question  of 
a  very  indefinite  character  indeed,  if  our  experience 
had  not,  in  some  degree,  become  a  practical  one. 
And  what  is  our  experience.-'  What  have  been 
our  experiences  in  this  war?  and  what  have  been 
tiie  results  of  the  wiir.' 

General  Sr:ott  landed  at  Vera  Cruz  with  a  force 
of  about  twelve  or  thirteen  tliou.saiid  men,  a  con- 
siderable number  of  %vhom  were  volunteers.  With 
this  force  he  succeeded  in  taking  the  strong  castle 
of  San  Juan  dc  Ulua  and  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz. 
Pressing  forward  with  his  victorious  army,  from 
Vera  Cruz  he  entered  the  aijjital,  breaking  in 
pieces  and  scatlering  to  the  winds  with  a  force  of 
leas  than  ten  thousand  men,  the  armies  of  Mexico 
ill  his  triumphant  car«cr.     General  Taylor,  with 


a  still  smaller  comparative  force,  at  the  battle  of 
Buena  Vista,  completely  broke  the  powerof  Mexi- 
co,and  so  in  every  action  would  (no  mafter,  sir,  how 
disproportionate  in  number)  the  American  troops 
have  been  victorious.  And,  sir,  with  what  a  small 
amount  of  force  these  achievements  have  been  ac- 
complished. 

General  Scott,  as  I  have  already  stated,  fought 
all  those  distinguished  battles  before  the  city  of 
Mexico,  and  took  the  capital  of  the  country  with 
less  than  ten  thousand  men;  and  General  Taylor, 
with  not  more  than  six  or  seven  thousand  men,  the 
most  of  whom  were  volunteers,  gained  several  dis- 
tinguished victories.  Indeed,  General  Taylor,  with 
less  than  four  thousand  men,  beat  Santa  Anna 
with  an  army  twenty  thousand  strong,  and  that, 
too,  not  by  a  sudden  surprise,  not  by  a  sudtlcn 
burst  of  valor,  not  in  a  moment  of  enthusiasm  on 
one  side  and  panic  on  the  other,  but  in  a  hard 
fought  battle,  continued  from  the  rising  to  the  set- 
ting of  the  sun,  occupying,  in  fact,  the  whole  of 
nearly  two  days.  Thus,  we  see  that  not  only  are 
the  sword  and  shield  of  Mexico  broken  and  cast 
into  the  dust,  but  her  Government  is  dispersed  and 
almost  annihilated  by  our  conquering  army.  She 
has  no  army,  and  scarcely  can  she  be  said  to  have 
a  government;  it  consists  of  nothing  more  than  dis- 
organized factions.  And  if  Mexico  now  lies  pros- 
trate before  you,  without  an  army  or  government; 
with  here  and  there  only  a  body  of  guerrillas,  in- 
stead of  an  army  to  oppose  you;  what,  in  the  name 
of  Heaven,  if  this  is  all  that  is  left  to  her,  do  you 
want  with  ten  thousand  more  troops .'  Sir,  since 
these  conquests  have  been  achieved,  what  has  been 
done.'  Our  army  now  reposing  on  the  Rio  Grande 
consists  of  three  or  four  thoitsand  regulars.  Nay, 
I  will  give  the  exact  number — it  consists  of  three 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-seven  regulars. 
At  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista  you  had  but  two  or  three 
hundred  regulars,  all  the  rest  were  volunteers.  In 
place  of  that  army,  less  than  five  thousand  strong, 
which  constituted  the'  force  in  that  portion  of  the 
country  upon  that  field  of  battle,  you  have  now, 
sir,  a  force  amounting  in  the  whole  to  upwards  of 
ten  tiiousand  men.  Do  you  want  any  more  there.' 
I  have  already  stated  the  force  with  which  Gen- 
eral Scott  obtained  possession  of  the  capital;  how 
is  it  with  him  now,  sir.'  He  has  been  receiving 
additional  reinforcements  almost  daily  since  that 
time;  and  there  is  now  at  Tampico  and  Vera  Cruz 
together,  a  force  amounting  to  32,156  men,  17,101 
of  whom  are  r.egulars,  and  the  remainder,  15,055, 
volunteers.  These  statements  are  extracts  made 
from  the  report  of  the  Adjutant  General. 

General  Scott's  army  has  been  almost  trebled  in 
number  since  he  gained  those  battles.  Flis  force 
is  larger  by  fifteen  thousand  than  when  he  landed 
at  Vera  Cruz.  It  is  this  much  stronger  than  at 
the  time  when  he  conquered  the  whole  region  of 
the  country  between  Vera  Cruz  and  the  capital; 
and  cannot  he  hold  this  country  with  the  same 
force  with  which  he  conquered  it.'  How,  upon 
the  facts  declared  to  us  m  official  public  docu- 
ments, can  any  argument  be  found  to  prove  the 
necessity  of  sending  any  further  troops  there.' 
General  Scott  took  possession  of  the  city  with  six 
thousand  men,  and  of  that  whole  region  of  coun- 
try with  not  more  than  twelve  thousand;  and  now, 
when  lie  has  with  hiin  thirty-two  thousand  men, 
vvliat  more  can  he  require.'  Suppose  it  requires 
as  many  men  to  hold  a  country  as  it  does  to  con- 
quer it,  lias  not  General  Scott  already  doubled  the 
number  of  his  force  since  he  entered  the  Mexican 
territory.'  Make  what  deduction  you  please  on 
account  of  casualties  and  disease — make  a  deduc- 
tion of  five  thousand — and  it  leaves  fifteen  thou^ 
sand  men  for  active  service.  Where,  I  ask,  can 
fifteen  thousand  of  such  men  as  ours  be  employed .' 
What  fortress  is  there  that  will  not  open  its  gates 
at  the  sight  of  our  banners.'  There  is  not  one  that 
will  not.  And  yet  we  propose  to  add  thirty  thou- 
sand men  to  the  force  already  there.  Sir,  these 
facts  lead  my  mind  irresistibly  to  the  conclusion, 
that  for  any  purpose  of  conquest  even,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  have  more  men  in  Mexico.  If  you 
have  done  what  you  have  with  that  number  of 
men,  if  they  have  accomplished  such  victories, 
surely  you  have  a  positive  rule  established  by 
actual  achievement,  as  to  what  your  army  can  do. 

CJannot  double  tlie  number  of  force  with  which 
these  victories  have  been  gained  conquer  all  Mex- 
ico? Why  (lid  you  lead  your  armies  from  Vera 
Cruz  to  the  capital?  Because  there  you  exjiectcd 
to  find  the  moro  vital  parts  of  Uie  Republic.  Well, 


you  have  done  all  this,  and  still  the  cry  is  for  more 
troops.  You  have  had  your  forces  doubled,  and 
you  want  to  dotible  them  again.  If  you  pass  this 
hiti,  sir,  what  will  then  be  the  strength  of  your 
armies  in  Mexico?  What  number  of  men  have 
you  there  now?  I  have  shown  you  that  under 
General  Scott  there  are  upwards  of  thirty-two 
thousand,  and  under  General  Wool  upwards  of 
ten  thousand  more,  making  an  aggregate  of  forty- 
three  thousand  American  soldiers  now  within  the 
limits  of  Mexico. 

I  reckon  only  those  who  are  in  the  heart  of 
Mexico,  leaving  out  those  who  are  stationed  in 
California  and  at  other  distant  posts.  There  are 
southward  and  westward  of  the  Rio  Grande  from 
forty-two  to  forty-three  thousand  American  sol- 
diers; and  during  this  whole  time  the  recruiting 
service  is  going  on  rapidly.  Scarcely  a  week 
passes  by  in  which  reinforcements  of  troops  are 
not  being  landed  in  Mexico.  Now,  there  are  forty- 
three  thousand  troops,  as  I  have  said,  independent- 
ly of  what  these  bills  propose,  and  the  laws  of  this 
country  now  authorize  the  enlistment  of  some  eight 
or  nine  thousand  more,  to  fill  up  the  ranks  of  your 
armies.  There  is  also  still  a  deficiency  of  upwards 
of  six  thousand  men  in  your  volunteer  service, 
which  may  at  any  time  be  supplied.  This,  then, 
is  your  state  of  preparation  in  Mexico  !  So  far  as 
the  authority  of  law  extends,  these  troops  are  at 
your  command.  Besides  these,  there  is  an  addi- 
tion yet  to  be  made,  by  which  your  army  will  be 
still  further  increased.  The  regiment  called  for 
from  the  State  of  Michigan,  has  not  yet  appeared 
in  the  field;  two  other  battalions,  also,  one  from 
Alabama  and  the  other  from  Mississippi,  from 
some  cause  or  other,  have  not  yet  been  mustered 
into  the  public  service,  and  are  not  included  in  the 
calculation.  These  regiments, added  to  those  which 
you  have  the  legal  authority  to  send,  will  make 
our  force  there  about  sixty  thousand  strong.  Add 
these  ten  regiments, and  you  will  then  have  seventy 
thousand  American  soldiers  beyond  the  Rio 
Grande,  exclusive  of  those  distributed  throughout 
the  United  Slates,  at  various  posts,  and  in  Cali- 
fornia and  New  Mexico.  Add  again,  to  this  esti- 
mate, the  number  that  is  proposed  to  be  raised  by 
the  other  bill  which  has  been  reported  to  us,  and 
you  will  have  an  army  of  from  ninety  to  one  hun- 
dred thousand  men.  Sir,  can  all  these  troops  be 
necessary  ?  Does  not  this  estimate  startle  the  ears 
of  Senators?  I  confess,  for  one,  that  I  have  been 
greatly  startled,  while  reading  the  reports  from 
which  I  have  gathered  these  statements,  at  the  vast 
army  which  we  are  now  maintaining.  And  an- 
other more  startling  consideration,  which  ought  not 
to  be  forgotten  or  omitted,  is  the  enormous  cost  of 
every  regimtnt.  I  am  told  by  those  who  have 
entered  into  calculations  on  the  subject,  that  the 
average  cost  of  officers  and  men  is  nearly  one 
thousand  dollars  per  man.  This  subject  becomes, 
then,  a  matter  of  some  consequence  to  us.  Sup- 
pose our  object  be  to  conquer  Mexico,  and  to  incur 
no  unnecessary  expense:  these  ten  regiments  will 
add  to  our  expenses  nearly  ten  millions  of  dollars; 
no  small  item  in  the  aggregate  expenditures  of  such 
a  contest.  I  think,  therefore,  for  these  reasons, 
that  it  is  highly  necessary  for  us  to  determine 
whether  all  these  troops  are  to  be  raised,  and  all 
this  cost  incurred. 

I  am  perfectly  willing  to  meet  every  possible 
contingency  of  casualty  or  disease,  but  I  confess  I 
cannot  foresee,  at  present,  any  contingency  which 
will  justify  this  increase.  1  am  willing  to  autho- 
rize the  President  to  call  out  whatever  force  he 
may  require, .under  such  contingency  as  nlay  here- 
after occur;  but  I  would  not  authorize  that  force 
to  be  raised  now.  I  am  willing  to  lodge  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive  the  power,  ifan  emergency 
demand  it,  to  call  out  thirty  thousand  additional 
men  for  the  war;  and  I  would  have  such  force 
consist  of  volunteers. 

Now,  are  not  volunteers  as  good,  have  they  not 
proved  themselves  as  efficient,  as  regulars?  Is  not 
Buena  Vista  a  bright  and  burning  evidence  of  their 
elliciency  in  the  field?  They  may  be  called  out  for 
the  same  |)eriod  of  service,  and  are  entitled  to  a 
discharge  under  the  same  circumstances,  and  the 
difference  in  cost  is  great.  I  would  substitute 
them,  therefore,  for  these  ten  regiments  of  regu- 
lars; and  I  would  accordingly  give  power  to  the 
President  to  call  out  the  thirty  thousand  additional 
troops,  in  case  circumstances  require  the  adoption 
of  sucli  a  course.  In  my  view,  lliere  is  no  neces- 
sity for  anything  else  than  this  to  be  done. 
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Gentlemen  have  appealed  to  the  authority  of 
information  obtained  from  officers  of  the  army. 
Why  are  they  here,  sir?  Why  are  they  here 
Ireposiiig  in  Washington  and  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, if  it  is  not  that  they  are  satisfied  that  the  war 
has  closed,  that  no  more  battles  are  to  be  fought, 
no  more  laurels  to  be  won  ?  They  have  given  us 
ample  evidence,  by  the  bravery  which  they  have 
heretofore  displayed,  that  they  would  not  leave  the 
field  of  their  victories  if  they  were  not  fully  con- 
vinced,that  nothing  more  remained  to  be  done. 
There  is  not  onC  who  does  not  believe  that  the 
war  is  at  an  end.  There  may  be  a  few  skirmishes 
here  and  there  with  parties  of  guerrillas;  but  so 
far  as  armies  are  concerned  that  will  stand  before 
American  forces,  they  are  never  to  be  seen  again 
in  Mexico.  This  is  the  opinion  of  every  officer  I 
have  spoken  with,  and  it  is  also  my  opinion. 
From  all  the  facts  to  be  gathered  from  official  re- 
ports, we  can  come  but  to  one  inevitable  conclu- 
sion, viz:  that  their  armies  are  broken  to  pieces; 
that  tfie  country  is  given  over  to  the  control  of  fac- 
tions; and  that  they  can  no  longer  make,  head 
against  us.  You  have  now  an  army  there  of  forty- 
three  thousand  men.  They  are  capable  of  going 
where  they  please,  and  staying  where  they  please, 
in  all  the  wide  domains  of  Mexico.  I  therefore 
can  see  no  necessity  for  a  further  increase  of  force 
at  present,  even  if  it  were  the  conquest  of  the 
whole  country  that  wa.s  contemplated;  but  whcp 
it  is  to  limited  assaults  only  to  which  it  is  proposed 
to  confine  this  war,  there  appears  still  less  neces- 
sity for  such  increased  provision.  It  is  with  these 
views,  and  with  no  feelings  of  captiousness,  from 
no  spirit  of  opposition,  and  no  disposition  to  scan 
the  merits  or  conduct  of  this  war,  but  simply  taking 
it  as  it  is,  that  I  have  been  induced  to  offer  the 
amendment  which  I  have  presented  ;  whilst  I  ques- 
tioH  the  propriety  of  any  additional  force  being 
now  added  to  our  already  large  and  increasing 
army  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  CASS  then  rose  and  remarked  that  he 
wished  to  correct  one  or  two  errors  into  which  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  hgd  fallen;  and  having 
shown,  from  the  returns  of  the  Adjutant  General, 
that  the  number  of  men  under  General  Wool  was 
only  six  thousand  seven  hundred,  and  not  ten 
thousand,  as  had  been  stated  by  the  Senator,  he 
was  interrupted  by 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  who  observed  that  he 
had  fallen  into  an  inaccuracy  in  summing  up  the 
forces  under  General  Wool,  on  account  of  which 
he  readily  admitted  that  a  reduction  of  upwards  of 
three  thousand  men  was  to  be  made  from  the  ag- 
gregate number,  which  he  had  stated. 

Mr.  CASS  proceeded:  The  Senator  had  taken 
one  position  and  eloquently  supported  it,  on  which 
he  begged  to  differ  with  him.  The  Senator  seemed 
to  think  that  an  additional  force  was  entirely  unne- 
cessary, after  the  country  had  been  conquered. 
But  all  experience  showed  they  might  gain  a  bat- 
tle and  get  possession  of  a  country  without  being 
able  to  retain  it.  Portugal  and  Spain  were  full  of 
lessons  upon  this  subject.  To  march  to  the  capi- 
tal of  a  country  was  one  thing,  and  then  to  diffuse 
the  forces  over  it,  in  various  positions,  in  order  to 
hold  the  people  in  subjection,  was  another  and 
quite  a  different  thing.  Our  armies  in  Mexico  had 
gained  a  series  of  victories  as  brilliant  in  them- 
selves as  honorable  to  the  national  character.  But 
they  were  now  to  break  up  as  a  mass,  to  spread 
themselves  into  various  detachments,  else  it  would 
be  impossible  to  hold  the  Mexican  people  in  obe- 
dience. 

They  would  be  now  exposed  to  popular  tumults, 
and  liable  to  be  cutdown  by  detachments,  and  still 
the  more,  the  further  they  would  be  compelled  to 
march.  Besides,  it  was  important  that  the  Mexi- 
can people  should  be  convinced,  by  the  exhibition 
of  our  overwhelming  force,  that  resistance  was  out 
<»f  the  question.  What  v.'e  wanted  was,  to  produce 
a  moral  effect  upon  the'  people  of  Mexico — to  sat- 
isfy them  of  our  strength,  and  their  weakness, 
and  to  avoid  fighting  battles  by  showing  them 
that,  if  fought,  they  would  certainly  be  gained  by 
us. 

It  was  also  important  to  note  that  the  reginrienls 
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now  in  the  fiehi  did  not  average  hinre  tfian  eight 
hundred  and  fifty  men  to  each,  which  was  nearly 
three  hundred  short  of  the  legal  establishment. 
This  bill  would  not  give  more  than  seven  thousand 
five  hundred  men  to  the  army.  The  calculation  of 
the  honorable  Senator  was  based  on  the  legal  es- 
tablishment. Now,  no  legal  establishment  can  be 
kept  full.  The  reports  of  the  Adjutant  General 
show,  that  there  must  be  a  deduction  of  more  than 
one  quarter,  leaving  the  force  on  foot  less  than 
three-fourths  of  the  legal  establishment.  This  is 
the  result  of  experience.  It  is  not  probable,  there- 
fore, that  thejiumberof  the  regular  army  in  Mex- 
ico can  be  much,  if  it  all,  increased  but  by  raising 
new  corps,  and  establishing  new  recruiting  rendez- 
vous. 

The  honorable  Senator,  in  all  his  calculations, 
looks  to  the  numbers  on  the  statute  book,  not  to 
the  numbers  on  the  returns.  The  continually-re- 
curring casualties  of  battle,  of  climate,  and  of  all 
the  other  circumstances  which  make  war  hazard- 
ous, are  a  perpetual  drain,  which  keeps  down  the 
force  far  below  the  strength  authorized  by  law. 

With  respect  to  the  cost,  the  Senator  or  himself 
must  be  under  a  misapprehension.  The  cost  of  a 
regiment  of  infantry  was  about  f279,000  per  an- 
num. It  was  true,  that  all  the  expenses  might  be 
charged  upon  the  soldiers — bounty  lands,  medical 
staff",  and  quartermaster's  staff.  But  the  actual 
cost  of  each  regiment  c^f  infantry  was  the  sum  he 
had  stated.  A  regiment  of  dragoons,  of  which 
they  had  three,  cost  something  like  fTOO,000.  If 
he  understood  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  aright, 
he  proposed  to  raise  thirty  thousand  men  at  the 
discretion  of  the  President,  to  be  called  out  by  him 
when  he  pleased.  So  far  as  regarded  himself,  he 
(Mr.  Cass)  was  perfectly  willing  that  it  should  be 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  President;  but  the  de- 
mand of  the  Senator,  that  all  the  force  should  be 
composed  of  volunteers,  brought  up  the  old  ques- 
tion. He  (Mr.  Cass)  had  no  disposition  to  do  in- 
justice to  the  volunteers.  Far  from  it.  No  man 
had  a  higher  opinion  than  he  of  the  gallantry  and 
efficiency  of  volunteers.  But  the  addition  to  the 
regular  force  which  the  bill  proposed  was  entirely 
justified  alike  by  experience  and  the  exigencies  of 
the  present  time. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  that  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  had  introduced  rather  a  new  principle, 
which  made  war  more  alarming  than  ever.  It  was 
this  :  that  it  would  require  a  much  greater  military 
force  to  be  kept  in  a  subjected  country,  than  had 
been  required  to  conquer  it.  The  Senator  said  that 
there  might  be  a  sudden  rising  of  the  people,  and 
they  must  be  prepared  at  all  times  and  every- 
where, to  suppress  such  hostilities.  How  many 
men  would  be  required  for  that  purpose?  The 
gentleman  had  given  them  no  information  as 
to  that.  He  had  prescribed  no  rule,  and  there 
was  no  experience,  military  or  civil,  on  such  a 
subject.  Now  he  (Mr.  C.)  thought  that  it  was 
pretty  reasonable  to  suppose  that  those  who  had 
gone  into  a  country,  prepared  for  their  reception, 
and  had  taken  all  its  fortresses  and  dispersed  its 
armies,  were  able  to  hold  that  dismantled  country, 
and  defy  that  conquered  people.  Had  the  Senator 
attempted  to  show  that  what  was  done  by  twelve 
thousand  men  could  not  be  repeated  by  thirty 
thousand?  It  was  admitted  that  Scott  had  about 
thirty  thousand  men — -double  the  force  which  he 
had  when  he  conquered  and  took  the  city  of  Mex- 
ico. Was  there  any  prising  emergency  now? 
What  did  the  gentleman  want?  He  was  one  of 
great  intelligence  and  great  weight  in  that  body — 
acquainted,  as  might  be  supposed,  with  the  pecu- 
liar views  of  the  Secretary  of  War;  and  what  rea- 
son, it  might  then  with  propriety  be  asked, did  he 
assign  for  this  immediate  increase  of  the  forces  in 
Mexico  ?  What  did  he  propose  to  do  with  them  ? 
Was  there  anything  to  be  done  for  which  the 
present  force  was  not  perfectly  competent?  Did 
they  want  to  take  Glueretaro,  the  present  seat  of 
Government?  Did  they  want  to  go  to  San  Luis 
Potosi  ? — to  Zacateeas?  Well,  wa.'S  there  any- 
where to  which  the  forces  now  in  Mexico  could 
not  go  ?  He  contended  that  they  had  ]iroof  in 
wl)8(t  had    been   already   accomplished,   that  the 
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forces  now  in  Mexico  were  adequate  to  any  emer- 
gency. 

But  the  Senator  from  Michigan  seemed  to  think 
that  they  ought  not  to  be  content  until  they  had 
force  enough  to  act  by  intimidation  and  terror. 
Well,  how  many  men  did  that  require?  He  be- 
lieved that  neither  the  great  Frederick  nor  any 
other  warrior  of  ancient  times  had  drawn  any  rule 
as  to  the  amount  of  force  by  which  a  people  could 
be  terrified  i,nto  submission.  They  had  beaten 
the  Mexicans  when  they  were  not  terrified;  they 
had  conquered  them  in  field  after  field;  they  had 
broken  them  into  pieces  like  a  potsherd;  they  had 
doubled  their  forces  since  that  day;  and  3'et  they 
were  told  that  they  were  not  in  safety  unless  they 
had  more  troops — more  forces.  It  was  not  a  mil- 
itary effect  that  the  gentleman  wished  to  accom- 
plish, for  he  could  not  point  out  any  military 
operation  which  could  not  be  efl?ected  by  the  army 
now  in  Mexico.  But  the  Senator  wanted  an 
army  large  enough  to  produce  a  great  moral  effect. 
A  religious  effect  could  hardly  be-'expected,  it  was 
to  be  supposed,  in  a  Catholic  country  fike  Mexico, 
by  such  means.  It  was  a  moral  effect,  then,  that 
was  intended;  and  to  produce  it,  they  were  called 
upon  to  make  this  addition  to  the  army.  He  (Mr. 
Crittenden)  could  not  consent  to  raise  armies  for 
such  a  purpose.  He  was  willing  to  raise  armies 
to  fight  battles,  but  not  to  produce  a  'i  moral 
effect."  For  all  military  purposes,  they  had 
ample  forces  now  in  Mexico.  Yet,  in  order  to 
meet  any  possible  contingency,  although  he  did 
not  apprehend  any  danger,  still  he  was  willing  to 
provide  for  any  possibility  of  danger,  and  give  to 
the  President  the  power  of  calling  out  thirty  thou- 
sand volunteers,  if,  in  the  exercise  of  his  discre- 
tion, they  should  be  deemed  necessary. 

The  Senator  from  Michigan  seemed  to  think, 
though  he  was  not  very  distinct  on  the  subject, 
that  these  regulars  were  much  better  than  so  many 
troops  enlisted  for  the  same  time  and  called  volun- 
teers. Why?  Both  were  subject  to  the  same 
lawS' — engaged  for  the  same  term  of  service — to 
some  extent  consisted,  perhaps,  of  the  same  ma- 
terials. Why,  then,  were  they  to  be  regarded  as 
better  when  called  regulars  than  when  styled  vol- 
unteers? Was  there  anything  in  the  name?  Not 
at  all.  Tlie  volunteers  would  be  just  as  effective 
as  if  they  were  called  regulars.  Their  obligations 
to  their  country  would  be  as  strong,  and  as  sensi- 
bly felt.  There  can  be  no  difference  as  to  their 
capacity  to  render  service,  or  in  their  preparation. 
If  the  President  were  of  opinion  to-moi-row  that 
there  was  an  exigency  which  demanded  it,  he 
would  be  authorized  to  call  for  thirty  thousand 
men,  and  no  expenses  would-  be  incurred  until 
they  were  mustered  into  the  public  service.  But 
pass  this  bill  for  ten  thousand  regulars,  and  there 
would  be  at  once  from  five  to  six  hundred  officers 
under  pay,  and  each  of  the  men  under  pay,  as 
fast  as  enlisted.     Not  so  with  volunteers. 

Again,  which  description  of  force  was  most 
easily  raised?  The  volunteers,  of  course.  There 
was  something  in  the  name  of  volunteer  that  ap- 
pealed to  the  hearts  of  their  free-born  countrymen, 
withastrength  much  greater  than  that  which  belong- 
ed to  any  argument  or  appeal  employed  by  the 
oflicei'  recruting  for  the  regular  army.  If  expedi- 
tion was  the  object,  the  volunteer  was  undoubted- 
ly the  force  which  should  be  raised.  The  call  on 
Kentucky  for  two  regiments  of  volunteers  was  re- 
ceived there  about  the  first  of  October,  and  the 
Governor,  to  ^ive  opportunity  to  those  living  in 
distant  parts  of  the  State  to  participate  in  the  honor 
of  serving  the  country,  gave  as  loiTg  a  period  as 
possible  for  the  rendezvous — about  twenty  days — 
and  by  the  first  of  November,  two  full  regiments 
embarked  at  Louisville  for  the  seat  of  war.  How 
long  would  it  take,  he  asked,  to  enlist  two  regi- 
ments in  Kentucky?  Every  other  gentleman  could 
easily  turn  to  his  own  State  and  answer  that  ques- 
tion for  himself.  Fie  did  not  believe  that  two  regi- 
ments of  regulars  could  be  raised  in  two  years  in 
Kentucky.  Yet  two  regiments  of  volunteers  were 
filled  within  thirty  daysi  and  ten  ora  dozen  captains 
went  away  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  because  there 
could  not  be  assigned  them    places   in    the  army. 
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Such  men  went  to  the  wars  with  spirit,  courage, 
and  ambition.  They  had  homea  to  which  to  re- 
turn, and  trusted  to  bring  back  good  names.  That 
was  llie  feolini;  that  sustained  tiiem  and  enabled 
them,  with  but  little  discipUne,  to  accompli.ili 
everything  in  the  field.  For  all  the  reasons  which 
he  had  urged,  he  iheicfore  hoped  that  the  amend- 
ment would  be  adopted  in  preference  to  the  origi- 
nal bill. 

He  had  already  said  that  he  had  no  captious 
spirit  about  this  thing  at  all;  and  he  had  avoided 
liny  allusion  to  parties.  He  did  not  wish  to  re- 
■  vive  the  controversy  about  the  war.  The  que.«;li()n 
before  them  did  not  require  it.  Supposing  the  war 
to  be  ever  so  just — their  desires  of  conquest  ever 
ao  unlimited — in  his  judgment,  they  had  already  a 
force  capalde  of  accomplishing  everytliing.  He 
was  therefore  opposed  to  the  additional  expense, 
and  the  e.xposure  of  additional  thousands  of  bia 
countrymen  to  the  dangers  of  that  climate.  Let 
the  Piesident  have  the  pov/er  of  calling  for  thirty 
regiments  of  volunteers,  and  he  can  have  them  im- 
mediately, if  he  believed  that  they  were  needed. 

Mr.  CASS  said  he  had  but  one  rem.ni'k  to  make. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky,  with  an 
eni|ihasis  not  to  be  mistaken,  talked  about  the 
moral  effect  to  be  produced  by  the  presence  of  the 
anny  in  Mexico.  He  (Mr.  C.)  had  used  the  term 
"moral  effect,"  but  he  did  not  say  an  effect  of 
morality.  He  did  wish  to  produce  a  moral  effect, 
as  contradistinguished  from  the  physical  effect  of 
their  military  operations.  There  was  nothing  at 
all  in  the  remark  to  justify  the  little  slur  of  the 
Senator,  and  surely  it  must  have  been  apparent  to 
all,  that  it  was  u  great  deal  better  to  intimidate 
than  to  kill  the  Mexicans.  The  Senator  had  asked 
him  how  many  troo{)s  were  needed  to  produce  that 
moral  effect;  and,  in  reply,  he  could  only  say,  that 
he  intended  to  vote  for  the  bill,  because  it  provided 
such  an  augmentaiion  of  the  military  force  in  Mex- 
ico as  would  be  likely  to  produce  that  desirable 
effect.  The  Senator  could  hardly  expect  a  stnte- 
mentofthe  force  necessary,  to  be  given  with  math- 
ematical precision. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  only  wished  to  know  how 
the  Senator  would  employ  his  additional  force  .' 

Mr.  CASS  said  he  would  answer  the  Senator 
with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  They  might  sup- 
pose a  case  in  which  a  nation  might  sil  down, 
every  man,  v/oman,  and  child,  to  be  killed.  But 
it  never  has  been  so,  and  never  will  be  so  in  Mex- 
ico. The  national  obstinacy  will  slop  at  a  point 
far  short  of  this.  He  believed  that  they  must 
occupy  the  posts  which  they  had  taken,  and  extend 
their  lines  of  communication  as  far  as  necessary — 
the  great  roads  to  the  cast  and  to  the  west.  There 
were  other  great  positions  also  to  be  occupied. 
No  man  could  point  them  out  who  was  not  well 
acquainted  with  the  topography  of  their  country. 
There  were  some  positions  that  a[)peared  very 
advantageous;  among  these  would  appear  to  be 
ducretero,  which  stood  at  the  junction  of  thejoint 
line  of  communication  between  northern  and  west- 
ern Mexico,  and  it  would  probably  be  difficult  to 
open  the  communication  between  that  region  and  the 
country  now  held  by  us.  As  he  remaVked  yester- 
day, the  rich  mineral  region  of  Zacatecas  and  San 
Luis  must  also  be  taken  and  held.  They  must 
either  withdraw  or  extend  their  operations,  and 
remain  inactive.  The  former  couise  was  out  of 
the  question,  and  the  latter  would  leave  an  inter- 
minable war  upon  our  hands.  We  must  of  neces- 
sity extend  our  operations — wisely,  indeed,  as 
circumstances  might  require,  but  rapidly  as  the 
amount  of  force  would  allow. 

With  respect  to  tiie  remarks  of  the  Senator  with 
reference  to  the  volunteers  and  regulars,  he  had 
only  to  say,  that  he  believed  that  a  mixed  force 
was  by  far  the  best.  He  believed  that  the  reo-u- 
lars  submitted  belter  to  wholesome  di.scipline  and 
restraint,  than  men  who  elected  their  own  olficers. 
The  honorable  Senator  himself  knew  the  fact  from 
his  own  e*fierience.  The  enlisted  soldi(!r  iiecame 
n  part  of  the  army,  part  of  a  great  niacliinc,  and 
the  principal  duty  he  had  to  learn  was  the  duly  of 
ol  elience.  All  tlii.s  was  known  and  felt  by  every 
man  who  became  a  recruit  in  the  regular  army. 
Not  so  with  the  volunteers.  The  honorable  Sen- 
ator here  did  not  volunteer  with  any  such  slate  of 
feeling,  nor,  indeed,  could  it  be  so  from  the  com- 
position of  both  officers  and  men.  They  were 
formed  of  the  very  best  material  our  country  af- 
forded. They  had  gone  into  buttle,  ;uid  had  fouiiht, 
lie  was  about  to  say,  an  men  never  had  fought  be- 


fore. They  would  do  stern  duty  to  the  utmost, 
so  long  as  they  were  kept  in  motion,  and  would 
do  it  with  the  moie  alacrity  as  the  danger  was  the 
more  pressing.  But  the  moment  ihey  stopped, 
then  a  spirit  of  dissatisfaction  woultf  begin  to 
spread,  increasing  the  more,  the  longer  they  re- 
mained stationary.  The  duties  of  the  camp  and 
the  iiost,  of  police,  and  all  the  routine  of  sta- 
I  tionary  service,  was  irksome  to  them.  And  for 
that  reason,  they  yielded  more  readily  to  the  dis- 
eases of  the  climate  than  the  regular  soldiers. 
Every  one  knew,  that  the  strict  subordination  in 
which  the  regular  soldier  was  held,  contributed 
essentially  to  the  health  and  efficiency  of  the  army. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  ho  did  not  wish  to 
continue  the  discussion,  much  less  a  controversy 
on  the  subject.  He  confessed  that  he  did  not  yet 
understand  exactly  what  the  Senator  meant  by  the 
moral  effect  which  he  intended  to  produce.  Had 
the  Senator  ever  sat  down,  and,  according  to  any 
rule  of  philosophy,  calculated  how  many  men 
with  arms  by  their  side  were  necessary  to  pro- 
duce the  moral  effect  of  which  he  spoke.'  or  how 
many  men  with  arms  in  their  hands  were  needed 
for  the  same  purpose?  Did  he  not  see  that  if  war 
was  to  be  carried  on,  or  inilitary  objects  effected 
in  that  way,  how  completely  they  were  under  the 
moral  influence  of  the  Mexicans?  There  they 
were,  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  strong,  in  the  heart 
of  Mexico,  with  ten  millions  of  people.  Mexico 
had,  therefore,  a  hundred  thousand  to  one;  and 
therefore,  in  order  to  counteract  the  "  moral  ef- 
fect," if  mere  numbers  produced  it,  it  must  be 
necessary  for  the  United  States  to  send  nine  or' 
ten  millions  to  Mexico.  It  would  certainly  be 
necessary  to  do  that,  in  order  to  counteract  the 
moral  influence  of  the  present  overwhelming  num- 
ber of  Mexicans!  No,  it  was  not  mere  numbers 
that  produced  "  moral  effect:''  it  was  the  battles 
of  Buena  Vista,  Chapultepec,  Contreras,  and 
Churubusco.  These  were  the  great  witnesses 
which  produced  effects — witnesses  of  the  power 
,of  one  party,  the  subjugation  and  conquest  of  the 
other.  It  was  the  arins  of  the  United  States  that 
had  jirodiiced  the  moral  effect.  They  had  pros- 
trated Mexico.  She  fell  it  and  knew  it.  She  was 
now  nothing  but  a  huge  undigested  mass  of  van- 
ity and  faction.  Her  armies  had  been  scattered, 
her  authorities  broken  to  pieces;  and  it  was  to 
protect  themselves  in  the  midst  of  such  a  people 
as  that,  tiiat  30,000  men  were  pronounced  insuffi- 
cient, needing  a  reinforcement  of  10,000  regulars 
and  20,000  volunteers.  The  law  at  present,  gave 
the  privilege  of  recruiting  8,600  men  for  the  regu- 
lar ami)'-.  When  these  men  were  raised,  where 
would  be  the  -necessity  for  more?  Would  they 
recruit  more  than  that  number  in  the  course  of  the 
present  year?  They  did  recruit  a  few  more  during 
the  last  year— n,000  men.  But,  in  six  months, 
was  it  likely  that  any  more  would  be  recruited  by 
two  sets  of  recruiting  officers  at  the  same  places? 

Mr.  CASS.  The'  Senator  had  asked  if  more 
could  be  raised  by  two  sets  of  recruiting  officers  in 
the  same  places.  But  it  was  not  intended  to  send 
the  two  sets  to  the  same  places. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  then  said:  It  is  not 
my  purpose  at  this  time  to  go  into  a  discussion  of 
the  ten-regiment  bill,  but  to  address  myself  espe- 
cially to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  f^rom  Ken- 
tucky. 1  have  been  surprised  at  the  introduction 
of  that  amendment;  I  certainly  did  not  expect  it. 

The  gentleman  has  not  anticipated  the  ground 
upon  which  I  would  oppose  the  substitution  of  that 
amendment  for  the  bill.  He-seems  to  rest  it  on 
the  supposition  that  we  are  to  oppose  the  substitu- 
tion of  volunteers  for  regulars  because  regulars  are 
better  than  volunteers.  I  take  no  such  ground, 
and  fortunately  stand  in  an  attitude  in  which  I  can 
have  no  prejudices  for  »ne  or  the  other,  having 
served  with  both.  But,  sir,  the  question  lies  deep- 
er and  far  beyond  the  mere  availaliility  of  the  one 
over  the  other.  And  I  would  say  to  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  Kentucky,  who  has  seen  service, 
that  if  he  will  revert  to  the  period  when  he  return- 
ed from  his  campaign,  and  met  the  aged  patriot, 
who  wrung  his  hand  and  enquired  for  his  son  who 
had  (lied  on  the  field  of  battle — when  he  met  the 
mother  who, with  tears  streaming  down  hercheeks, 
nut  to  him  the  same  question,  he  will  at  once  say, 
however  necessary  il  may  be  to  call  forth  the  chiv- 
alry of  the  country  to  fight  its  battles,  let  us  not 
.send  Nuch  men,  to  be  wasted  in  the  mere  duties  of 
the  sentinel,  by  the  attacks  of  disease  and  an  un- 
friendly climate,  whilsiengaged  in  a  service  where 


neither  patriotism  is  elicited,  nor  glory  is  to  be 
won.  If  this  country  were  Invaded,  I  would  turn 
to  the  great  body  of  the  militia-^for  I  vise  the  terms 
"  volunteers  "and  "  militia  "  as  synonymous — foi' 
its  defence.  But  when  wecarry  on  a  foreign  war, 
and  especially  when  defensive  operations,  merely, 
are  carried  on,  we  have  reached  a  point  where  reg- 
ulars are  the  force  which  shoidd  be  employed  in 
the  nice  routine  of  the  service,  in  which  the  duties 
are  not  sufficiently  important  lo  justify  that  disrup- 
tion of  society,  that  injury  to  the  commercial  in- 
terests of  the  country,  which  would  result  from 
qringing  out  menof  that  high  class,  which  the  hon- 
orable Senator_from  Kentucky  has  coirectly  said 
constitutes  the  great  body  of  the  volunteers.  There 
is  a  great  difference  in  the  material  of  the  volun- 
teers and  the  regular  force.  There  is  an  enthusi- 
asm that  spreads  over  every  neighborhood  wlien 
the  call  for  volunteers  goes  forth.  When  Ken- 
tucky is  called  on  to  send  her  regiment,  and  every 
county  its  company,  an  enthusiasm  bursts  out 
everywhere,  and  the  State  pours  forth  its  best  ma- 
terial— material  loo  good  for  common  use. 

The  gentleman  inquii-es  wliy  it  is  that  we  pre- 
fer regulars?  I  will  answer:  we  prefer  regulars, 
first,  because  they  are  cheaper;  secondly,  because 
they  can  be  maintained  in  belter  discipline.  They 
will  maintain  a  belter  stale  of  police.  They 
will  be  healthier,  and  therefore  more  effective,  in 
proportion  to  their  numbers,  for  mere  garrison 
duties.  As  long  as  you  keep  the  high-bred  gen- 
tlemen for  the  battle,  they  will  bear  any  privation, 
submit  to  every  restraint,  and  discharge  to  the 
utmost  every  duly.  But  do  you  expect  that  those 
men,  who  have  broken  all  the  endearing  ties  of 
home  in  order  to  light  their  country's  baliles,  will 
sacrifice  themselves  lo  the  mere  duties  of  the  sen- 
tinel— will  be  content  with  the  performance  of  the 
police  of  a  garrison  ?  Will  they  be  suited  better 
for  the  one,  or  as  well  for  the  other,  as  men  of  a 
lower  grade  in  society,  and  more  accustomed  to 
such  duties? 

But  the  gentleman  has  made  an  argument  which 
I  regard  as  more  congenial  to  his  feelings.  He 
has  alluded  to  the  gallantry  of  the  army,  and  the 
battles  won  by  small  forces,  affording  evidence 
against  the  necessity  of  this  increase  of  our  force. 
But  it  is  one  thing  to  beat  the  enemy  and  another 
to  hold  him  in  subjection,  and  the  argument  of  the 
honorable  Senator,  which  rests  upon  the  suppo- 
sition that  Mexico  is  conquered,  I  Jiold  to  be  by 
no  means  indisputable.  Is  Mexico  conquered.* 
Is  any  part  of  it  conquered  ?  Conquest,  as  laid 
down  by  some  writers,  is  of  three  kinds.  Ruin  is 
one  of  these  kinds  of  conquest;  but  wc  have  not 
ruined  Mexico,  and  God  forbid  we  ever  should. 
The  moral  feeling  of  this  country  would  never  just- 
ify such  a  course.  Another  mode  of^  conquest  is, 
to  hold  a  country  by  controlling  its  government. 
That  is  not  suited  to  the  genius  of  our  country. 
We  send  no  proconsul  abroad  —  no  provincial 
army  lo  direct  the  government  of  the  country. 
We  recognize  as  the  great  basis  of  all  institutions 
self-government.  The  other  mode  of  conquest  is 
by  colonizing  a  country.  We  cannot  do  that.  In 
neither  of  these  modes,  then,  have  we  conquered 
Mexico,  We  have  not  even  suppressed  the  hos- 
tility of  the  Mexican  people.  I  hazard  the  asser- 
tion, that  there  is  more  hostility  against  us  in 
Mexico  now  than  there  was  at  the  beginning  of 
the  war.     Mexico  is  not  conquered. 

But  the  honoi'able  Senator  asks,  how  will  you 
employ  this  large  force?  Not  to  take  cities;  not 
to  fight  battles.  And  I  agree  with  him  that  our 
army  could  now  march  through  all  South  America 
and  defeat  every  enemy.  But  we  want  this  force 
to  hold  towns  and  posts  in  Mexico — to  convince 
the  Mexicans  that  resistance  is  idle,  and  beyond 
till  this,  to  afford  protection  to  all  the  citizens  of 
Mexico  who  are  ready  to  recognize  our  authority 
and  give  us  supplies.  These  are  some  of  the  irreat 
objects  to  be  obtained.  To  effect  them,  large  bod- 
ies of  men  will  be  needed.  Wc  must  garrison 
our  posts  with  forces  adequate  to  make  a  sortie,  if 
necessary,  and  not  be  shut  up  when  any  partisan 
chief  chooses  to  come  and  sit  down  before  their 
gates. 

Again,  the  army  ofGeneral  Scott,  which  achiev" 
cd  such  victories  iiefore  the  city  of  Mexico,  did  it 
at  a  heavy  sacrifice  of  blood,  and  that  resulted 
from  the  want  of  force.  The  length  of  their  line.s 
was  far  inferior  lo  that  of  the  enemy's.  Our  gal- 
lant men  fell  under  the  converging  fire  of  the  foe, 
and  therefore   their  blood  was  spilled   like  water. 
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American  couifige,  the  skill  of  the  officers,  and  the 
science  of  our  incomparable  staff,  achieved  those 
victories,  and  God  forbid  that  they  should  ever  be 
tested  again  at  such  a  fearful  sacrifice.  But  that 
army  in  its  present,  state  is  not  combined,  whilst 
tiiere  are  many  posts  without  a  garrison,  which  we 
ought  to  hold. 

Then  again,  the  resources  of  Mexico,  must 
contribute  to  the  support  of  that  army.  We  can- 
not afford  to  keep  down  anarchy  in  Mexico  at  the 
expense  of  our  treasury.  We  must  not  depend 
on  the  petty  amount  of  properly  that  might  be 
wrung  from  the  poor  rancheros.  Such  a  thing 
has  never  been  contemplated  by  our  Government, 
nor  practised  by  our  officers.  Jn  Zacatecas  you 
can  have  possession  of  the  mint.  In  Potosi  are 
the  richest  mines  in  Mexico;  and  if,  as  has  been 
stated,  the  annual  produce  of  these  mines  amounts 
to  nearly  twenty-five  millions,  and  we  claim  the 
revenue  which  the  Mexican  Government  extract- 
ed from  mining  operations,  and  by  protec^is  tlie 
entrance  of  goods  into  the  country,  furnish  a  new 
source  of  revenue  from  the  duties  on  imposts,  then 
we  have  something  to  support  our  armies,  with- 
out touching  private  jtroperty,  and  the  expenses 
of  the  war  are  borne  by  Mexico  herself. 

The  object  now  is,  not  to  prepare  to  fight  a  bat- 
tle, but  to  prevent  a  battle.  The  great  object  now 
is,  to  allow  the  ability  which  yet  remains  in  Mex- 
ico to  establish  federal  government  on  republi- 
can principles,  to  exert  itself.  We  have  taught 
Mexico  salutary  lessons.  We  have  convinced 
them  that  they  are  not  what  they  Supposed  they 
were;  and  I  hope  it  will  not  excite  a  laugh  when  I 
mention  that  supposition  to  have  been,  that  they 
were  the  greatest  military  power  on  the  continent; 
for  it  was  not  until  after  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista 
that  they  began  to  doubt  it.  Let  us  now  give  them 
an  opportunity  t^  create  a  government  somewhat 
stable,  and  capable  of  adhering  to  its  obligations. 
I  reject  the  idea  of  taking  her  Federal  Government 
under  our  protection  as  altogether  impracticable, 
and  because  it  would  certainly  tend  to  render  it 
odious  to  the  people.  Our  policy  should  be  direct- 
ed by  the  purest  reason  and  most  patriotic  motives 
to  that  end  which  will  hasten  a  peace  and  leave 
Mexico  the  power  to  erect  again  her  nationality. 

If  I  believed  that  this  additional  force  were  un- 
necessar}',  I  should  vote  against  the  bill.  If  I 
believed  that  regulars  were  not  better  calculated  to 
occupy  garrisons,  and  that  the  gallantry  of  our 
volunteers  in  the  field  should  decide  this  question, 
I  would  vote  against  it.  But  I  believe  the  force 
to  be  necessary,  and  that  these  regulars  are  the 
proper  force.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  spoke 
of  giving  a  discretionary  power  to  the  President 
to  call  out  thirty  thousand  volunteers.  Well,  I 
doubt  not  the  wisdom  of  the  Executive — I  doubt 
not  his  nerve  to  encounter  that  responsibility.  I 
would  be  quite  willing  to  make  him  responsible, 
and  to  rely  upon  the  good  feeling,  patriotism,  and 
intelligence  of  the  country,  to  sustain  him  in  calling 
out  these  mentor  the  present  purpose,  and  still 
further  for  the  ultimate  object,  when  the  forces 
may  be  reduced,  of  recalling  the  volunteers,  now 
making  sacrifices  beyond  the  duty  which  they  un- 
dertook to  perform.  And  at  this  moment,  sir,  the 
honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  before 
rne,  recalls  to  my  mind,  appropriately,  in  this  con- 
nection, the  fact  that  the  regiment  which  has  cover- 
ed the  Palmetto  State  with  laurels  and  cypress,  now 
numbers  only  about  one  hinidred  and  fifty  fit  for 
active  service.  I  would  recall  that  regiment  at  once. 
I  would  return  its  members  to  their  social  and  com- 
mercial duties,  and  substitute  for  them  a  regular 
regiment,  equally  able  to  perform,  at  all  events,  the 
duties  they  have  now  to  discharge. 

I  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  making  any 
extended  remarks,  and  have  been  led  to  say  more 
than  I  intended.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  not 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  that  there  were  two  or 
three  points  of  difficulty  still  unexplained'  in  an- 
swering the  objection  to  the  bill.  If  he  understood 
aright  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  during  a  period 
of  the  last  fil'teen  months  not  more  than  about 
eleven  thousand  recruits  had  been  enlisted. 

Mr.  CASS  here  interposed,  and  said  that  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  was  in  error.  More  than 
twenty  thousand  had  been  enlisted  in  the  course 
of  little  more  than  a  year. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  referred  to  the  report  of 
the  Adjutant  General,  to  show  thai  the  number 
was  but  n  littlo  over  eleven  thousand 


Mr.  CASS  explained  that  that  was  exclusive  of 
the  new  regiments  which  had  been  raised. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  continued:  He  would,  then, 
assume  the  number  stated  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Military  Committee.  If  only  twenty  thousand 
men  were  raised  during  the  last  year,  it  was  very 
evident  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  market — for 
the  recruiting  had  taken  up  a  great  deal  of  the  loose 
portions  of  society  disposed  to  enlist — it  would  be 
very  difficult  indeed  to  raise,  during  the  present 
year,  the  men  necessary  to  fill  these  ten  additional 
regiments.  Well,  they  had  been  told  that  this  ad- 
ditional force  was  required  immediately,  when,  in 
all  probability,  with  the  strongest  recruiting  force, 
it  could  not  be  obtained  in  less  than  six  or  eight 
months  after  the  passage  of  the  bill,  allowing  the 
greatest  succe.'^s.  Yet  tliey  had  been  emphatically 
told  that  this  force  was  so  immediately  necessary, 
that  not  a  day  could  be  allowed  here  for  debate. 
He  did  not  doubt  that  regulars  were  the  best  de- 
scription of  force.  He  wished  to  know  if  the 
eight  thousand  included  the  entire  deficit. 

Mr.  CASS  replied,  that  the  general  deficiency 
amounted  to  eight  thousand  men. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  That,  added  to  the  ten  regi- 
rnents,  would  make  eighteen  thousand  or  twenty 
thousand  to  be  raised.  Then  the  defect  must  be 
in  the  recruiting  service.  Eight  thousand  was  very 
near  the  number  which  it  was  proposed  to  raise  by 
this  bill;  and  yet  a  deficit  to  that  extent  existed  in 
the  present  force.  The  remedy  seemed  to  be  in 
the  creation  of  a  sufficient  number  of  recruiting 
ofilcers — not  of  generals  nor  colonels — not  of  offi- 
cers of  the  higher  grades,  but  of  officers  suited  for 
that  service. 

This  business  of  war  was  a  serious  one.  War 
created  the  means  of  its  own  continuance.  It 
called  into  being  mighty  influences  which  were 
interested  in  carrying  it  on;  and  few  nations  ever 
terminated  war,  so  long  as  they  possessed  the 
means  of  carrying  it  on.  A  single  regiment  could 
not  be  raised  without  the  creation  of  new  interests 
in  favor  of  the  war.  If  these  views  were  correct, 
the  cheaper'  plan  would  be  to  strengthen  the  re- 
cruiting service,  rather  than  create  additional  regi- 
ments, officers  and  all.  The  volunteers,  if  their 
services  were  needed,  could  be  called  out  at  once. 
The  spirit  of  gallantry  which  characterized  the 
people,  was  not  yet  exhausted,  notwithstanding 
the  disasters  of  the  war,  as  far  as  deaths  were  con- 
cerned, and  all  the  regiments  had  been  thinned  to 
an  extraordinary  extent.  He  presumed  that  the 
mortality  had  been  not  less  than  twenty  p.er  cent. 
Yet  recruits,  he  had  no  doubt,  could  be  still  had 
plentifully.  If,  then,  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs  wanted  an  immediate  aug- 
mentation of  the  military  force,  he  should  ask  for 
volunteers. 

He  (Mr.  C.)  was  glad  to  perceive  that  iheSen- 
atorfrom  Mississippi  [Mr.  Davis]  was  notaverse  to 
a  defensive  line  at  the  proper  time.  In  his  (Mr.C.'s) 
opinion,  the  present  was  the  proper  time.  In  view  of 
that  policy  he  would  prefer  regulars  to  volunteers. 
He  objected,  though,  to  regulars,  because  that 
force  gave  greatly  increased  patroriage,  and  greatly 
added  influence  to  the  support  of  the  war.  Fie 
knew  not  how  other  gentlemen  felt;  but  as  for  him- 
self, he  was  convinced  that  the  patronage  of  this 
Government  had  gone  beyond  all  bounds,  and 
already  exercised  a  most  dangerous  control  over 
the  deliberations  of  Congress.  He  felt  the  awk- 
wardness of  his  position.  He  was  utterly  averse 
to  pursuing  this  war  for  any  view  yet  presented, 
even  taking  the  strong  view  presented  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Mississippi.  He  put  it  to  that  gentle- 
man. Was  there  any  certainty  of  peace.?  and  if 
not,  where  would  the  country  stand .'  That  was 
the  question.  It  would  be  in  a  position  worse  than 
ever.  Every  step  they  took  only  plunged  them 
deeper  and  deeper  into  difficulty.  If  his  memory 
served  him,  the  Secretary  of  the  War  Department 
stated  seventy  thousand  men  as  adequate  to  con- 
quer and  hold  in  subjection  all  Mexico.  Was 
that  not  the  view  of  the  Secretary?  He  could  not 
at  the  moment  lay  his  hand  on  the  report  of  the 
V/ar  Department;  but  if  he  had  not  coa'ectly  stated 
the  views  of  the  Secretary,  any  Senator  could  set 
the  matter  right.  The  Secretary  then  disavowed 
the  plan  of  entire  subjugation.  The  Executive 
disavowed  it;  and  yet  a  force,  according  to  the' 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  of  ninety  or  one  hundred 
thousand  men,  was  demanded.  He  could  not  be- 
lieve that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Executive, 
because  it  liad  been  again  and  again  dJiiavowsd. 


But  when  he  saw  such  a  force  asked  for  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary;  when  he  saw,  in  the  Pres- 
ident's message,  the  declaration  which  he  had 
quoted  yesterday,  to  the  effect  that  he  himself  be- 
lieved, that  unless  in  a  certain  contingency  they 
must  take  possession  of  the  country,  and  take  the 
measure  of  the  indemnity  into  our  own  hands,  he 
could  not  but  think  that  there  was  a  strong  im- 
pression on  all  sides  that  the  end  would  be  to  con- 
quer and  hold  Mexico. 

If  they  could  have  the  question  first  submitted 
to  the  deliberative  consideration  of  that  body,  and 
it  were  decided  what  was  to  be  the  proper  course 
of  conducting  this  war;  if  it  were  known  whether 
they  were  to  go  on,  or  take  a  defensive  line,  they 
would  then  act  understandingly.  But  voting  and 
voting,  without  knowing  what  Vi'as  to  be  ultimately 
done,  threw  him,  and  he  believed  every  member 
of  the  Senate,  into  a  state  of  great  difficulty  to 
determine  how  to  vole. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  agreeing  to 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Crittkndent,  and 
it  was  determined  in  the  negative,  as  follows  : 

YRAS— Messrs.  !^-id>;i'r,  BaUlwin,  Tiel!,  Berrien,  Clarke, 
Clayton,  Corwiii,  Crittenden,  Dayton,  Greene,  Hale,  Man- 
puiji,  Rlilier,  Pearee,  Phelpf,  Spruance,  Uiicierwood,  Up- 
fiarn,  and  Webster — 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Asliley,  Atchison,  Atlierton,  Brad- 
bury, Breese,  Butler,  Cameron,  Cass,  Davis  of  Mississip- 
pi, Dickinson,  Dix,  Douglas,  Downs,  Feleli,  Foote,  Han- 
nejan,  Hunter,  Jcilinson  of  Maryland,  .Toimsoii  of  Lou- 
isiana, Mason,  Rusk,  Sevier,  Stuj-geon,  Turncy,  and  VVest- 
cott — -20. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  inserting,  in  the  .5th  line  of  the  first  sec- 
tion, after  the  word  "  President,"  the  words,  "  if 
in  his  opinion  the  exigencies  of  the  war  require 
such  a  further  increase  of  force." 

Tiie  a<nenument  was  agreed  to. 

No  further  amendment  being  made,  the  bill  was 
rejiorted  ^o  the  Senate. 

The  amendment  having  been  concurred  in,  the 
question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill,  as  amended, 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

It  was  suggested  that  the  bill  might  be  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  the  question  on  its  passage 
deferred  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  JanuaYy  6,  1848. 

The  Journal  ofyestgrday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  commenced  the  call  of  the 
States  for  petitions,  commencing  at  the  Territory 
of  Wisconsin;  when 

Pvir.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the 
rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Yf  hole  on  the  special 
order;  which  was  agreed  to. 

GREAT   SOUTHERN  INIAIL. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana, 
in  the  chair)  on  the  joint  resolution  concerning 
tlie  transportation  of  the  mail  from  Washington 
south. 

Mr.  .TONES,  of  Tennessee,  who  waS  entitled 
to  the  floor  from  last  everfing,  addressed  the  com- 
mittee. As  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  which  reported  the 
resolution  now  under  consideration,  and;  disagree- 
ing with  the  majority  of  that  committee,  he  de- 
sired to  trespass  upon  the  patience  of  the  com- 
mittee for  a  short  time,  in  order  to  submit  a  few 
reasons  wliy  he  occupied  the  position  that  he  did 
with  reference  to  this  question. 

He  had  endeavored  to  give  to  this  controversy 
between  the  Post  Office  Department  and  the  Rich- 
mond and  Fredericksburg  Railroad  and  Potomac- 
Steamboat  Companies  a  fair,  a  candid,  an  impar- 
tial investigation;  and,  in  order  to  the  full  under- 
standing of  this  question,  it  seemed  to  him  it  was 
right  that  they  should  look  to  the  sevcrfil  laws 
which  had  been  pa.ssed  by  Congress  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  Postmaster  General  in  making 
contracts  with  such  companies  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  mail.  They  should  look,  also,  to  the 
time  at  v/hich  they  were  passed,  at  the  circum- 
stances and  causes  which  induced  then-  passage. 

They  found  that  the  first  law  on  this  subject 
was  the  act  of  July,  1838.  [iMr.  J-  read  tin  ex- 
tract from  the  law.  It  enacts,  m  substance,  that 
eacli  atui  every  railroad  within  the  limita  of  the 


116 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Jan.  6, 


United  States  which  was  then  completed,  or  there-  | 
after  might  be,  should  he  considered  a  post  route,  j 
and  the  Postmaster  General  should  cause  to  be  i 
transported  thereon  the  mail  of  the  United  States,  j 
provided  the  service  can  be  obtained  on  reasonable  i 
terms;  and  provides  that  he  siiall  not  pay  there- 
for, in  any  instance,  more  than  twenty-live  per  ' 
centum  over  and  above  what  similar  transporta- 
tion might  cost  in  post-coaches.]  ! 
This'law  of  1838  (continued  Mr.  J.)  declared  i 
every  railroad  in  the  United  States  a  jiost  route,  ! 
and  required  the  Postmaster  General  to  have  trans-  J 
ported  over  these  pest  routes,  over  these  railroads,  i 
the  mail  of  the  United  Stales,  under  two  resiric-  | 
tions:  the  one,  that  he  could  get  it  done  for  a  fair  j 
and  reasonable  compensation;  and  the  other  lim-  [ 
ited  the  compensation  not  to  exceed  25  per  centum  1 
over  and  above  what  "similar  transportation"! 
would  cost  in  post-coaches.  i 
This  law  was  passed  in  July,  1858.  In  Decern-  i 
her  of  that  year,  Mr.  Kendall,  then  Postmaster  j 
General,  reported  to  the  President,  and  through  | 
the  President  to  Congress,  his  action  under  that  i 
law — the  construction  wliichhe  had  given  to  that  [ 
law.  He  informed  Congress  and-ihe  country  that  j 
he  had  found  great  difiiculty  in  arriving  at  what  ! 
Congress  meant  by  "  similar  tran.'^portation."  He  \ 
\ery  properly  reasoned  that  it  could  iio't  have  refer- 
ence to  the  speed  of  the  mail,  because  no  post-coach 
could  come  ni  competition,  in  .point  of  speed,  with 
a  railroad  car.  He  says,  also,  that  Congress  could 
not  have  meant  by  "  similar  transportation"  the 
«ame  mail;  for,  if  it  liad  intended  the  same,  it 
would  have  used  the  word  same  instead  of  "  simi- 
lar." The  rule,  then,  which  he  adopted  was  this  : 
He  informed  Congress,  and  through  Congress  the 
country,  that  he  had  taken  the  highest  comjiensa- 
lion  then  paid  upon  any  post  road  in  the  United 
States  for  the  daily  transportiition  of  the  great 
western  mail  fvom  Baltimore  to  Wheeling,  from 
Wheeling  to  Columbus,  and  theticeon  west;  and 
the  higliest  rate  paid  on  that  route  at  that  time, 
Mr.  Kendall  informed  Congress,  was  ;J^190  per 
mile  per  annum.  This,  then,  being  the  highest 
compensation  paid  where  the  mail  was  carried  in 
post-coaches,  the  railroads  employed  to  carry  the 
mail  toul.d  not  be  thought  in  justice  to  have  any 
reason  to  complain — they  never  did  then  com- 
plain— at  taking  compensation  of  25  per  centum 
more.  It  was  true  this  westerit  route  was  over  a 
better  road  than  that  i)etwcen  this  city  and  Rich- 
mond, which  the  genllemat)  from  Virginia  yester- 
day spoke  of  as  one  of  marshes  and  quagmires. 
But  what  was  the  compensation  then  paid  from 
this  city  to  Richmond,  the  service  for  which  was 
tt)  be  superseded  by  this  route  .^  It  was  5^5,445. 
Then,  if  Air.  Kendall  had  selected  this  sam(3  mail, 
instead  of  the  great  mail  over  the  Cumberland 
road,  and  added  25  per  centuin,  it  would  have 
made  the  .•?um  of  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
some  odd  dollars  which  he  would  have  paid  to  this 
company,  being  §52  per  mile,  instead  of  ^H'Sl  50, 
which  he  offered  them  under  his  construction  of 
the  law,  arrived  at  in  the  way  ho  took,  by  select- 
ing the  compensation  paid  for  the  transportation 
of  the  mail  over  the  Cmnberlimd  road  in  post- 
coaches,  (whi(di  was  the  higliej^t  compensation 
paid  in  the  United  States,)  and  adding  thereto  25 
pel-  centum. 

When  the  Po.'^tmaster  General  gave  this  con- 
struction to  the  law,  all  the  railroads  throughout 
the  country  who  were  then  called  upon  to  carry 
the  mail,  acxeded,  he  believed,  to  the  |n-oposition 
made  by  the  nepartment,  acquiesced  in  the  con- 
striiciion  of  the  Postmaster  General,  and  took  the 
mails  at  <j,237  50  per  mile;  every  one,  he  believed, 
except  the  road  nrtw  under  consideration  between 
this  city  and  Richmond.  That  road  declined.  But 
.shortly  after  thai,  shortly  after  Mr.  Kendall  made 
his  report  in  December,  1838,  he  knew  nol  for 
-what  cause,  but  from  some  cause,  perhaps  from 
the  indications  manifested  in  Congress  in  relation 
to  the  subject,  this  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg 
railroad  acceded  to  the  tcrnui  prescribed  i.y  Mr. 
Kendall,  the  Postmaster  Gengral,  and  contracted 
with  the  dcpsrtment  for  carrying  the  mail  upon 
their  railroad  for  $2.37  50  per  mile  per  annum  from 
the  1st  of  January,  ]K30,  to  thr;  ].si  of  January, 
1843.  This  was  over  the  railroad  part  of  the  route 
from  Fredericksburg  to  Richmond.  Thai  .settled 
the  construction,  it  seemed,  which  Mr.  Kendall 
gave  to  the  law,  niid  all  the  railroad  companies 
throughout  the  'jountry  acquiesced  in  that  decision. 
Not  one  of  them,  after  the   1st  of  January,  18.30 


contended  that  the  department  had  any  power  to  1 
pay  more  than  fi237  50  per  mile  for  a  daily  mail.  | 
But  another  difficulty  arose  which  induced  the  - 
passage  of  the  law  of  the  25th  of  January,  1839.  [ 
[Mr.  J.  read  an  extract  from  this  law.  It  pro-  I 
vided  in  substance,  that  the  Postmaster  General  | 
should  not,  in  virtue  of  the  authority  vested  in 
him  by  the  law  of  1838,  allow  more  than  fjSOO  per  ' 
mile  for  the  conveyance  of  one  or  more  daily  mails  1 
over  any  post  route.]  I 

Now,  what  gave  rise  to  the  necessity  of  the  pas-  \ 
sage  of  this  law.'     Was  it  that  Mr.  Kendall,  then 
Postmaster  General,  had  given  a  wrong  construc- 
tion to  the  act  of  1838.''     Was  it  that  the  railroads  ! 
of  the  country   refused   to  carry  the  mail   at  the  j 
compensation  he  offered  them  .'    He  did  not  so  un-  1 
derstand  it.     But  when    the  Postmaster  General  ; 
gave  that  construction  adding  25  per  cent,  over  and 
above  the  ^190  per  mile  paid  on  the  Cumberland  j 
road,  making  this  $237  50  now  offered  to  this  rail-  j 
road  by  the  present  Postmaster  General  for  trans- 
porting a  daily  mail,  other  railroads — .the  road  from  j 
Washington  to  Baltimore,  from  Baltimore  to  Phil- 
adelphia, and   from  Philadelphia  to  New  York —  j 
over  which  the  mail  was  transported  twice  a  day,  | 
came  forward  and   said.  Why,  Mr.  Postmaster  | 
General,  you  have,  under  the  law  of  1838,  given 
such  a  construction  as  to  pay  to  railroads  §237  50 
for  one  daily  mail.     Is  it  reasonable — is   it  just 
that  we  should  carry  two  mails  per  day,  and  re-  } 
ceive  only  the  same  compensation.^    Now,  in  or-  j 
der,  as  he  understood,  to   obviate  this  difhcuUy,  | 
and  to  settle  this  question  also,  Mr.  Kendall  him-  I 
self  drew  up  this  section  of  the  law,  and   it  was 
introduced  and   passed   through  both  Flouses  of 
Congress,  and  became  a  law  of  the  land.     Well, 
why  did  he   put  in  "one  or  more  daily  mails?" 
He  understood  the  reason  v/as,tha't  it  occurred  to 
him,  if  the  law  said  more  than  one  daily  mail, 
these  companies  would  come  forward  and  .say,  un- 
der the  law  of  1838,  we  are  entitled,  by  your  own 
construction,  to  ijj237  50  per  mile,  and  by  this  sub- 
sequent act  we  are  entitled  to  receive  ^300  tor  an 
additional   daily  mail,  thus  making,  as  he  feared, 
ijp537  50   per  mile,  instead  of  ■jS237  50.     He  con- 
sequently put  in  one  or  more  daily  mails,  and   the 
law  accordingly  provided  thai;   lie  should  not  give 
more  than  §300  per  mile  per  annum  for  "  one  or 
moretlaily  mailsT" 

Well,  if  the  act  of  1839  had  slopped  there,  it 
would  have  been,  in  his  (Mr.  J.'s)  opinion,  though 
he  was  not  versed  in  the  legal  rules  of  construction; 
it  would  have  seemed  to  his  plain,  unsophisticated, 
common-sense  view  of  the  question,  that  it  would 
have  been  a  virtual  repeal  of  the  act  of  1838,  and 
would  have  authorized  the  Postmaster  General  to 
pay  §300  per  mile  for  one  or  more  daily  mails  over 
these  railroads.  Then,  in  order  to  authorize  the 
Postti.iaster  General  to  pay  more  for  double  daily 
service  than  he  had  done  for  single  daily  mails, 
this  act  of  1839  was  passed.  But,  in  view  of  the 
construction  which  Mr.  ICendall  had  placed  upon 
the  act  of  1838,  which  he  had  reported  fully  to 
Congress,  (and  he  had  reported' what  he  had  offer- 
ed to  this  very  company,)  he  said,  having  offered  all 
thatthe  law  admitted  and  more  than  justice  or  good 
policy  would  sanction,  had  not  the  Taw  been  pass- 
ed, the  department  would  not  feel  itself  responsible 
for  any  delay  which  might  ensue,  and  the  details 
were  given  that  Congress  might  correct  the  matter, 
if  to  them  it  seemed  necessary. 

Now,  with  this  express  declaration  before  them, 
the  Congress  of  1839  passed  this  act  prohibiting 
the  Postmaster  General  from  paying  more  than 
poo  per  mile  ]ier  atmum  for  one  or  more  daily 
mails.  Rut  then,  in  order  to  continue  in  force  the 
law  of  1838,  and  sustain  the  construction  given  to 
that  act  by  Mr.  Kendall,  a  proviso  was  added  to 
this  section,  and  |)assed.  [Mr.  J.  read  this  pro- 
viso.] 

Now,  with  Mr.  Kcndiill's  construction  of  that 
section — with  his  action  upon  that  construction  re 
ported  to  Congress,  and  liis  telling  them  if  they 
disagreed  with  him  that  they  could  pass  such  other 
laws  as  in  right  and  justice  might  ."^eem  proper, 
they  pa.ssed  this  jiroviso  of  Ihe  law  of  1839,  main- 
taining the  law  of  1838,  and  sustaining  the  con- 
struction placed  upon  it  by  Mr.  Kendall.  This 
construction  had  been  acquiesced  in  by  every  Post- 
master General  from  that  time  to  the  present  day. 
Mr,  Niles,  Mr.  Granger,  and  the  present  Postrnas- 
lerGeneral,  all  concurred  in  this  opinion;  and  with 
regard  to  vvhnt  was  said  yesterday  respecting  the 
Attorney  General  having  declined  to  give  nn  opin- 


ioi1  when  called  upon  by  the  committee,  he  had 
only  to  say,  that  Lf  the  Attorney  General's  opin- 
ion was  asked  on  the  construction  of  this  law,  he. 
(Mr.  J.)  had  no  knowledge  of  it. 

Mr.  BOTTS  explained,  and  added,  with  respect 
to  his  remarks  of  yesterday  as  to  the  opinions  of 
the  Cabinet,  that  tneie  was  a  slight  inaccuracy  in 
the  published  report  of  them.  He  did  not  say  that 
perhaps  it  was  not  in  order  to  state  the  opinions  of 
the  Cabinet,  but  that  he  did  not  know,-  but  had 
been  informed,  that  they  differed  from  the  Post- 
master General. 

Mr,  JONES  conlinuedr  If  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney  General  had  been  asked  on  this  subject, 
it  had  been  done  without  an)'  information  on  his 
part;  but  the  Attorney  General  was  called  upon 
for  his  opinioii  as  to  the  damage  to  which  the  bay 
company  Vv'ould  be  entitled  if  their  contract  was 
annulled  and  their  service  discontinued.  The  At- 
torney General  declined  to  give  any  written  opin- 
ion, but  lie  wds  willing  to  give  the  committee  the 
benefit  AT  his  views  and  opinions  on  the  subject. 

The  honorable  gentleman  then  re-stated  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  governing  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, and  the  acquiescence  of  various  railroad  com- 
panies in  the  Postmaster  General's  construction  of 
those  laws,  and  said,  if  the  Postmaster  General 
could  give  this  company  fi,300  pev  mile  per  annum 
for  tra^isporling  the  mail,  the  law  of  1838  was  re- 
pealed, and  the  proviso  of  1839  became  a  nullity. 

The  construction  of  the  present  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, he  repeated,  had  been  assented  to  and  sus- 
tained by  every  Postmaster  General  since  1838  to 
the  present  time.  It  had  also  been  acqitiesced  in 
by  every  railroad  companj'  in  the  country,  with 
the  exception  of  this  railroad  to  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond. If,  then,  the  present  Postmaster  General 
was  wrong  in  anything  he  had  done  in  his  nego- 
tiations with  this  company  to  carrv  the  mail  over 
their  road,  Mr.  Kendall  and  the  oflier  Postmaster 
Generals  since  1838,  were  wrong  also  in  their 
construction  of  the  law.  What  was  that  construc- 
tion.' It  w^as,  that  the  Postmaster  General  could 
not  give  mote  than  25  per  cent,  over  the  amount 
paid  for  mail  transportation  in  stagecoaches,  which  ~ 
he  had  shown  was  f[,237  50  per  mile  per  annuiii. . 
And  if  tins  construction  was  correct,  as  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be,  should  it  not  be  continued  .'  And 
at  every  letting,  should  not  the  Postmaster  General 
ascertain  the  amount  by  a  fair  average  of  the  cost 
of  post-coach  transportation,  and  to  that  add  25 
per  cent,  as  the  maxirnum  amount  of  compensa- 
tion to  be  paid  to  these, companies.'  Suppose,  in- 
stead of  the  cost  of  post-coach  transportation 
having  come  down,  it  had  gone  up  to  pOO  per 
mile,  would  not  these  companies  come  here  and 
demand  that  the  25  per  cent,  should  be  added  to 
the  maxinnim  amount.'  He  claiined  to  be  both  a 
southern  and  a  western  man;  he  was  iiiterested  in 
the  welfare  and  accommodation  of  both  sections; 
but  he  was  of  opinion  that  there  was  as  great  an 
extent  of  country  and  as  large  a  population  sup- 
plied by  the  western  mail  as  bj^the  southern 
mail.  In  fact,  he  believed  there  was  a  greater 
amount  of  mail  matter  carried  over  the  Cumber- 
land road  to  the  West,  by  the  Ohio  river,  than 
through  Virginia  to  the  South.  Nevertheless, 
the  highest  price  paid  fi)r  that  western  mail 
transportation  was  $115  per  mile  per  annum. 
Carrying  out,  then,  the  Postrnaster  General's 
construction  of  the  law — adding  25  per  cent,  on 
such  rates — and  the  sum  was  ^60  per  mile  per 
annum  for  the  compensation  of  this  railroad  com- 
pany, which  he  was  of  opinion  was  an  aipple 
compensation  for  any  railroad  in  the  United  States. 
When  the  law  of  1838  was  passed,  the  mail  to 
Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  was  carried  by 
steamboats  and  stage-coaches  at  a  charge  of  $5,445 
per  annum;  but  when  this  railroad  was  construct- 
ed, Mr.  Kendall,  the  then  Postmaster  General, 
offered  the  contract  to  that  company,  but  they  de- 
clined it  tmder  his  construction  of  the  law.  After- 
wards, a  contract  was  made  at  5i«i237  50  per  mde  per 
amium  from  the  1st  of  January,  1839,  to  the  1st 
of  January,  1843.  When  that  contract  expired 
and  had  to  be  renewed,  the  company  came  to  Mr. 
Wickliffe,  the  Postmaster  General,  and  urged  that 
he  was  authorized  under  the  law  to  pay  them  $300 
per  mile  per  annum,  and  they  said  they  would  not 
carry  the  m«il  for  less.  The  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment declined  to  give  them  that  amount.  The  de- 
paitmcnt,  sustaining  the  construction  of  Mr.  Ken- 
dall, could  not  acdsde  to  the  terms  they  desired  to 
impose.     The  company  then  submitted  the  ques. 
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tion  to  Mr.  Tyler,  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  he,  by  some  sort  of  reasonino,  or  per- 
haps without  any  reason,  satisfied  his  mind  on  the 
subject,  and  awarded  :J260  per  mile  per  annum. 
At  that  rate  they  took  the  contract,  and  continued 
to  carry  the  mail  until  the  1st  July  last.  It  was 
true  they  knew  there  was  no  written  contract,  but 
the  arrans;ement  was  for  a  term  of  four  years  from 
the  1st  July,  1843,  to  the  1st  July,  1847,  and  Mr. 
Tyler  decided  that  they  should  have  $260  per  mile 
per  annum.  That  arrangement  the  present  Post- 
master General  found  in  existence  when  he  came 
into  office,  and  he  did  not  disturb  it.  He  paid  the 
company  according  to  the  rates  fixed  by  Mr.  Ty- 
ler; but  could  it  be  inferred  from  that  that  the  Post- 
master General  acquiesced  in  the  decision  of  Mr. 
Tyler?  He  thought  no  such  conclusion  could  be 
arrived  at. 

Well,  when  that  term  expired  on  the  1st  July 
last,  this  company  again  c5me  forward  and  made 
another  bid;  they  demanded  as  compensation  the 
sum  of  ^293  per  mile  per  annum,  and  the  Post- 
master General  declined  to  give  it.  He  did  not 
believe  the  law  allowed  him  to  do  so.  He  offered 
what  he  believed  was  the  maximum  allowed  un- 
der existing  laws  of  Congress,  which  was  a  full 
and  ample  compensation,  if  not  too  much.  He 
offered  them  |.237  50  per  mile  per  annum,  and  on 
such  terms  they  declined  to  take  it.  Finally,  they 
modified  their  bid;  they  came  down  from  the 
terms  they  first  demanded,  and  proposed  to  carry 
the  mail  on  the  terms  fixed  by  the  award  of  Mr. 
Tyler. 

Great  stress  had  been  laid  on  the  fact  that  this  was 
a  Southern  railroad^  and  that  it  could  not  afford  to 
carry  either  the  mails  or  passengers  on  terms  as 
moderate  as  the  railroads  of  the  North.  Farther 
north  there  was  more  freight  and  more  travel,  it 
was  said,  and  consequently  the  railroad  companies 
could  afford  to  charge  cheaper  rates.  But  gd  a  lit- 
tle further  south.  Pass  Petersburg,  and  from  that 
place  to  Weldon,  and  they  would  find  that  the 
mails  were  carried  for  $237  50  a  mHe,  and  both 
ways  in  the  night.  That  company  acquiesced  in  the 
construction  of  the  Postmaster  General;  and,  on 
going  further,  it  would  be  found  that  other  south- 
ern companies  did  so  too.  From  Weldon  to  Wil- 
mington the  mail  was  carried  at  the  same  price. 
From  Charleston  to  Augusta,  too,  the  mail  was 
carried  for  §237  50  a  mile.  Go  still  further  south, 
and  they  would  find  that  the  railroad  company 
from  Augusta  to  Atalanta  carried  the  mail  for  the 
same  price.  But,  after  they  left  that  railroad,  the 
mail  was  carried  by  post  coaches,  and  by  them 
these  same  mails  were  carried  at  $128  a  mile.  He 
had  never  been  able  to  satisfy  his  mind  why  it 
was,  that  whenever  a  railroad  was  put  into  opera- 
tion, the  charge  for  freight  and  the  fare  for  passen- 
gers were  decreased  one-half,  and  sometimes  to 
one-third,  and  yet  the  transportation  of  the  mails 
should  require  an  increased  compensation!  And 
yet  in  all  cases — -and  Congress  had  recognized  the 
principle — railroads  reduced  the  price  of  passen- 
gers and  freight,  and  received  an  increase  on  former 
rates  for  transporting  the  mail.  By  the  rule  which 
produced  the  reduction  in  the  former  cases,  the 
mail  should  be  carried  at  half  the  rates  paid  for 
their  transportation  by  post-coaches  instead  of  26 
per  cent.  more.  What  was  the  compensation  of 
northern  railroads?  Why,  between  this  city  and 
New  York  the  mails  were  carried  both  ways  for 
the  majcimum  rate  of  pOO  per  mile  per  annum. 
Go  further  north;  and  between  New  York  and 
Buffalo  it  would  be  found  that  less  than  pOO  per 
mile  per  annum  was  paid  each  way,  being  less 
than  jjaOO  both  ways — greatly  less  than  this  south- 
ern company  required  for  one  daily  mail.  The 
railroads  connecting  New  York  and  the  New 
England  States,  none  of  them  exceeded  j^lOO  per 
mile,  and  they  carried  the  mail  twice  a  day.  One 
reason,  he  supposed,  was,  that  the  State  of  New 
York— and  to  her  credit  be  it  said— when  the  rail- 
road companies  became  refractory,  and  talked  of 
throwing  off  the  mails,  passed  a  law  requiring 
them  to  transport  the  mails  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  Post  Office  Department,  under  a  penalty  of 
$100,  to  be  paid  lo  the  people  of  New  York,  for 
every  day  they  failed  to  comply  with  their  con- 
tract.    Such  was  the  law  of  New  York. 

But  he  understood  that,  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, some  difficulty  arose  also  between  a  rail- 
road company  and  the  department  about  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail,  and  the  Pestmaster  General 
was    constrained    to   resort   to   the   post-coaches. 


For  near  two  months  the  difficulty  existed;  but 
the  people  then,  in  their  sovereignty,  became  in- 
dignant at  the  conduct  of  that  company,  and  they 
sent  petitions  to  the  Legislature  to  deprive  the 
company  of  its  charter,  and  consequently  of  all 
its  powers  and  privileges,  for  they  would  not  sanc- 
tion the  exercise  of  privileges  by  a  company  that 
would  not  be  subservient  to  the  public  interests. 
In  consequence  of  this  movement  of  the  people, 
the  company  resumed  the  transportation  of  the 
mails,  and  there  had  been  no  more  difficulty  in 
that  quarter. 

But  great  stress  had  also  been  laid  on  the  fact 
that  this  line  carried  the  mail  more  expeditiously 
from  the  North  and  this  city  to  New  Orleans  than 
by  the  bay  route  since  the  10th  of  December  last. 
If,  however,  he  was  correctly  informed,  there  had  j 
been  no  delay  in  the  transmission  of  the  southern 
mail.  True,  the  people  of  Virginia  might  be  dis- 
commoded and  disconcerted — and  he  regretted  that 
as  much  as  anybody,  and  he  would  do  everything 
m  his  power,  consistently  with  his  public  duty,  to 
give  them  every  mail  facility  they  desired, — but 
sfill  he  asserted  that  all  the  inconvenience  to  which 
they  were  subjected  was  the  delay  and  uncertainty 
of  their  local  mail,  and  it  was  to  be  attributed  to 
local  causes.  The  Postmaster  General  had  offered 
the  company  ^00  per  mile  per  annum  for  the 
transportation  of  the  local  mail,  which,  being  a 
second-class  mail,  was  all  he  was  authorized  to 
give.  The  Postmaster  General  had  done  all  in  his 
power,  and  all  that  the  laws  required,  to  have  the 
local  mail  carried  by  this  company  to  Richmond, 
and  for  that  service  he  had  offered  the  highest 
price  authorized  by  law. 

He  considered  the  great  difficulty  in  this  case 
not  to  be  in  regard  to  the  correctness  of  the  course 
pursued  by  the  Postmaster  General,  for  he  believ- 
ed that  a  large  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
House,  without  respect  to  party,  were  of  one  mind 
on  that  subject,  (for  he  was  happy  to  say  that 
there  was  no  such  thing  as  party  involved  in  the 
subject.)  The  difficulty  was  not  as  to  what  the 
Postmaster  General  had  done,  but  as  to  what  the 
House  ought  now  to  do.  Here  was  the  question. 
Suppose,  then,  that  the  House  should  do  as  the 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
BoTTs]  proposed,  and  give  this  railroad  company 
the  price  they  demanded,  it  would  be  only  what 
had  been  already  once  offered  to  them  by  the  Post- 
master General.  By  their  rejection  of  the  offer  he 
was  forced  on  the  adoption  of  some  other  course; 
and  he  accordingly  opened  a  negotiation  for  the 
transportation  of  tiie  mail  by  another  company, 
v/ho  were  willing  to  carry  it  over  a  line  of  350 
miles  for  $34,500.  The  -Postmaster  General  told 
the  House  that  this  was  $575  less  than  was  de- 
manded by  the  railroad  company.  On  these  terms 
this  second  company  offered  to  make  a  contract 
irrevocable  for  three  years  and  a  half,  until  the 
1st  of  July,  1848.  If,  under  these  circumstances. 
Congress  should  adopt  the  resolution  proposed, 
what  would  become  of  the  contract  which  the 
Postmaster  Genei'al  had  been  compelled  to  make 
with  this  second  company?  And  what  would  be- 
come of  the  local  mail  line  hence  to  Richmond? 
The  company  which  must  suffer  loss  by  the  new 
arrangement  could  not  sue  the  Government.  And 
why  not?  Because  we  had  adopted  the  false  as- 
sumption of  the  Old  Worl(|  that  the  king  could  do 
no  wrong.  Applying  this  principle  to  our  own 
Government,,  it  was  held  that  the  Government 
would  do  no  willful  wrong,  but  would,  in  all  cases 
and  at  all  times,  do  what  was  right  as  soon  as  a 
clear  case  was  presented  to  it.  So  that  the  com- 
pany, whatever  damage  it  might  sustain,  could 
not  right  itself  by  suing  the  Government.  The 
contract  with  them  had  been  legally  made;  not,  it 
might  be,  in  all  the  forms  of  law,  but  legally 
and  in  fact.  Would  a  Government  held  to  be  so 
pure  and  just  that  it  never  would  do  wrong,  repu- 
diate its  own  contract — a  contract  entered  into  le- 
gally, and  by  the  proper  functionary  ?  If  not,  it 
would  not  perpetrate  so  great  an  injustice  to  this 
company — it  must  pay  the  mall  the  damages  they 
might  have  sustained.  Suppose  the  company, 
standing  on  its  contract,  should  hold  its  boats  in 
readiness,  and  so  continue  to  hold  them  for  the 
three  years  and  a  half  to  which  their  contract  ran, 
ready  to  transport  the  mail,  would  they  not  be  en- 
titled to  be  indemnified  for  this  entire  expense? 
But  the  gentleman  £ior|;i  Illinois  [Mr.  Lincoln] 
thought  that  all  the  company  would  have  to  do 
would  be  to  come  to  Congress,  show  their  case, 


and  get  whatever  was  riglft.  But  Mr.  J.  would 
venture  the  opinion,  that  if  the  company  should  be 
thrown  on  the  necessity  of  adopting  this  course, 
the  cost  to  the  Government  would  prove  in  the 
end  to  be  far  greater  than  the  whole  price  agreed 
to  be  paid  them.  Their  claim  would  be  pre- 
sented to  Congress  after  Congress,  and  it  might  be 
fifty  years  before  the  claim  waa  finally  settled.  It 
was  not  too  much  to  say,  that  if  such  a  course  as 
that  was  forced  upon  the  company,  when  the 
whole  account  came  to  be  summed  up,  with  all 
the  accumulated  costs  from  delay,  it  would  pro- 
bably amount  to  several  hjindred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Mr.  J.  went  on  to  say,  that,  under  this  persua- 
sion, he  had  offered  an  amendment  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Richmond  [Mr.  Botts]  seemed  to 
think  very  inconsistent.  That  gentleman  appear- 
ed to  be  under  the  impression  that  Mr.  J.  waa 
willing  that  his  resolution  should  be  adopted  by 
the  House;  but  in  this  he  was  wholly  mistaken; 
for  Mr.  J.  never  had  been.  He  was  satisfied  in 
his  ovvn  mind  that  the  entire  delay  and  inconve- 
nience so  much  complained  of  had  been  caused  sole- 
ly by  the  refusal  of  the  railroad  company  to  accept 
the  reasonable  terms  offered  to  them  by  the  Post- 
master General  for  the  transportation  both  of  the 
great  soutliern  mail  and  also  of  the  local  or  way 
mail  between  this  city  and  Richmond.  Under  this 
settled  belief,  he  thought  it  no  more  than  just,  that 
if  they  got  the  new  contract  proposed  by  the  reso- 
lution, they  ought  to  be  held  to  repay  to  the  Gov- 
ernment whatever  damages  might  beconje  due  to 
the  company  from  whom  the  contract  was  taken. 
If,  indeed,  he  had  been  satisfied  that  the  depart- 
ment was  in  error,  and  violated  the  provisions  of 
the  law  in  refusing  what  the  company  had  de- 
manded, then  he  would  not  only  be  in  favor  of 
giving  them  the  contract,  but  of  indemnifying 
the  injured  comjiany  for  these  damages;  but  he 
was  convinced  of  no  such  thing.  He  believed 
that  the  Postmaster  General  had  been  thrown  up- 
on any  other  resources  he  could  find,  by  the  refu- 
sal of  the  company  to  accept  his  just  offer.  Thus 
laid  under  necessity,  he  had  employed  the  bay 
company;  and  Mr.  J.  held  he  had  done  right.  As 
to  the  difficulties  and  delays  which  had  been  suf- 
fered by  the  community,  Mr.  J. 's  own  constitu- 
ents were  as  much  and  more  interested  in  the 
regularity  of  the  mails  than  those  residing  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  between  here  and  Rich- 
mond. Yet,  speaking  for  them  as  well  as  himself, 
he  was  ready  to  declare  that  he  never  would  yield 
one  iota  of  law  and  justice,  though  the  refusal 
might  perchance  cause  the  mail  to  arrive  a  day  or 
two  later  at  his  home. 

On  the  whole,  then,  believing  the  company  to  be 
wholly  in  the  wrong,  and  that  the  whole  loss  and 
inconvenience  sustained  by  the  community  had 
been  occasioned  by  their  obstinate  refusal  to  ac- 
cept a  just  and  legal  offer,  he  was  unwilling  that 
their  former  contrcict  should  be  restored  to  them, 
unless  they  would  consent  to  remunerate  the  de- 
partment for  all  damages  due  to  the  company, 
which  must,  in  that  case,  lose  the  contract  they 
now  held. 

Mr.  MURPH:Y  said,  if  this  question  only  re- 
lated to  Virginia,  or  was  confined  to  any  local 
interests  whatever,  he  would  content  himself  with 
a  silent  vote.  It  was,  however,  an  important  one, 
affecting  the -business  of  the  whole  country.  This 
mail  route  was  a  necessary  link  in  the  chain  of 
communication  between  the  great  commercial 
points  of  the  country;  and,  so  far  as  those  points 
constitute  the  places  of  exportation  and  importa- 
tation  of  the  exports  and  imports  of  the  whole 
country,  it  affects  the  whole  business  of  the  coun- 
try. By  the  present  arrangement,  the  correspond- 
ence north  and  east  with  the  south  and  southwest, 
is  delayed  a  business-day  in  transportation.  That 
this  is  a  serious  detriment,  and  should  be  remedied, 
no  one  will  deny. 

What,  then,  shall  be  done?  The  Post  Office 
Department,  as  now  constituted,  is  necessarily  a 
mono|)oly.  The  law  prevents  any  interference  by 
private  individuals,  and  punishes  with  pains  and 
penalties  such  as  violate  it.  He  believed  in  obey- 
ing the  law  while  it  existed,  and  he  should  require  , 
obedience  to  it  from  all.  He  did  not  agree  with 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Root,]  who  ad- 
dressed the  committee  yesterday,  that  if  any  por- 
tion of  the  public  should  be  aggrieved,  they  ought 
to  establish  private  expresses.  He  was  a  lover  of 
law,  but  he  should  seek  a  remedy  by  making  it 
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adequate  for  the  purposes  designed.  It  was  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  provide  the  necessary  mad 
facilities,  expeditiously  as  well  as  cheaply,  espe- 
cially on  the  main  routes.  He  was  sorry  to  see 
it  made  a  question  by  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  be- 
tween the  Postmaster  General  and  the  railroad 
company.  In  his  judgment,  that  (Tfficer  had  nolJi- 
in^  to  do  with  it.  He  had  done  his  duty  accord- 
'nvj;  to  the  law,  and  the  constructions  of  it,  which 
had  all  the  force  of  law.  Had  he  done  otherwise, 
he  would  have  violated  his  duly.  He  is,  in  this 
matter,  the  mere  agent  of  the  law;  and  has  "  eyes 
to  sec  and  tongue  to  speak"  only  as  it  gives  them 
to  him.  The  question  was,  then,  between  Con- 
gress'and  the  company;  and  as  we  are  possessed 
of  it  legislatively,  and  not  judicially,  we  should 
dispose  of  it  for  the  public  good.  For  his  part,  he 
was  satisfied,  from  the  statements  made  to  the 
committee — and  he  knew  nothing  more  of  it — that 
the  price  asked  was  not  exorbitant.  In  fixing 
that  compensation,  reference  should  be  had  to  the 
circumstances  by  which  the  railroad  company  is 
surrounded.  It  appears  that  it  yields  little  or  no 
income  to  its  proprietors,  althougi)  it  runs  only  once 
a  day.  ■  The  travel  upon  that  route  is  limited,  and 
is  divided  between  it  and  the  bay  line.  The  case 
presented  by  the  gentleman  tVom  Illinois,  of  the 
route  from  New  York  to  Troy,  is  not  a  parallel  one. 
That  route  sustains  rival  lines,  withottt  reference  to 
the  mail  service;  and  all  the  compen.sation  re- 
ceived, beyond  the  expense  of  the  mere  handling 
of  the  mail,  is  clear  profit  to  the  line  which  obtains 
the  contract.  The  peculiarity  of  this  route  is  more 
■apparent,  when  we  consider  that  the  travel  of  the 
North  and  East,  from  New  York  to  Baltimore,  is 
enjoyed  by  a  single  line.  At  Ballimoi-e  it  is  di- 
vided between  this  coinpany  and  the  bay  line;  and 
beyond  Richmond,  it  again  unites  in  one  line.  So 
that  the  price  paid  either  one  side  or  the  other,  can 
form  no  measure  of  compensation.  He  was  no 
special  friend  of  corporations.  He  did  not  belong 
to  a  party  which  encouraged  them.  On  the  other 
.hand,  he  had  no  horror  of  them  per  sc.  They  were 
good  in  their  place.  They  were,  he  had  found, 
good  servants,  but  bad  masters.  He  would,  there- 
fore, always  oppose  them  when  they  took  advan- 
tfige  of  the  monopoly  which  their  great  wealth 
gave  them  to  exact  unjust  terms.  But  he  did  not 
consider  such  the  case  now.  Fie  would  consent 
to  pay  such  sum,  not  exceeding  the  former  con- 
tract price,  as  the  service  could  be  obtained  for; 
and  would  vote  for  the  amendment  read  yesterday 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  IVIeade,] 
He  could  see  no  advantage  in  passing  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  committee.  They  proposed  the  same 
thing  that  the  Postmaster  General  was  authorized 
and  willjng  to  do,  and  the  company  refused  to  con- 
sent to.  He  had  seen  no  evidence  that  the  com- 
pany would  recede  to  that  point.  The  resolutions 
would  probably  be  a  nullity.  But  it  is  said  that 
a  yielding,  as  it  is  called,  by  Congress,  will  form 
a  precedent  for  exactions  from  other  companies. 
He  did  not  believe  it.  Public  opinion  always  con- 
trolled these  matters.  The  case  in  Connecticut, 
referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [iVIr. 
Jones]  this  mornnig,  shows  that  strongly.  The 
railroad  company  there  submitted  when  the  public 
declared  it  in  the  wrong.  He  feared  public  opin- 
ion did  not  do  so  now,  at  least  so  far  as  he  could 
gather  it  in  his  own  section  of  the  country.  Should 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Meade]  be  ndojitcd,  he  would  also  provide 
that  the  damages  sustained  by  the  bay  company 
should  be  jiaid  them.  There  must  be  legislation 
for  particular  ca.ses.  It  is  absurd  to  suppose  that 
the  same  sum  can  be  fixed  as  a  compensation  in 
all  cases.  Circumstances  will  vary  it,  and  the  ])rice 
mu.st  be  made  adequate  for  the  service  required  by 
special  law,  in  those  cases  where  the  discretion 
vested  in  the  Postmaster  General  is  not  sufficiently 
broad. 

Mr.  MEADHsaid  that  the  proposed  measure 
would  prove  to  be  a  nullity.  It  would  be  per- 
fectly idle  to  pass  the  resolutions  of  the  commit- 
tee, without  knowing  that  the  Richmond  Railroad 
Company  would  accept  the  terms.  We  would 
simply  direct  the  Postmaster  General  to  offer  to 
the  company  the  same  terms  it  had  hcn^tofore  re- 
jected. The  object  of  the  substitute  which  he  had 
offered  yesterday,  and  which  was  read  for  infor- 
mation, was  to  relievo  the  present  law  of  its  am- 
biguity, if  he  understood  the  remarks  of  his  cr)l- 
Icapue,  [Mr.  IJotts,]  he  perceived  no  diflcrence 
between  him  and  the  Potilmaster  General  in  their 


construction  of  the  law.  The  only  ditfercnce  be- 
tween them  was  about  a  matter  of  fact,  to  wit  : 
What  would  it  cost  to  transport  the  mail  between 
Washington  and  Richmond  in  stage-coaches.'  The 
Postmaster  General  had  adopted,  as  his  rule,  in 
pursuance  of  the  opinions  of  liis  two  predecessors, 
the  highfst  price  actually  paid  to  stage-coaches, 
which  was  $190  per  mile.  His  colleague  thought 
it  would  cost  much  more  :  how  much  more,  was 
a  matter  of  conjecture.  He  said  the  road  between 
this  city  and  Richmond  was  the  worst  road  he 
ever  saw.  I  presume  (said  Mr.  M.)  that  he  never 
travelled  between  Atalanta  and  Montgomery,  or 
between  the  latter  place  and  Greensboro',  in  Ala- 
bama. On  these  routes,  $140,  or  less,  per  mile, 
was  paid.  The  object  of  the  substitute  which  he 
(Mr.  M.)  proposed  to  otl'er,  was  to  rei\der  the  rule 
certain,  and  relieve  the  department  of  all  doubt 
hereafter.  If  the  Postmaster  General  had  com- 
mitted an  error,  it  was  in  making  a  joint  contract 
with  the  railroad  and  steamboat  companies.  He 
could,  Mr.  M.  thought,  have  agreed  with  the 
Richmond  Railjaad  Company  at  jfSST  50  per  mile. 
He  then  ought  to  have  advertised  for  competition 
on  the  river,  and  might  have,  by  that  means,  les- 
sened the  cost  of  transportation  between  Wash- 
ington and  Aquia  creek  some  four  or  five  thousand 
dollars.  The  misfortune  was,  however,  that  the 
principal  owner  of  the  steamboat  company  had, 
as  he  understood,  also  a  controlling  intluence  on 
the  railroad  company,  and,  by  a  combined  action, 
secured  the  contract  to  both  companies.  It  was 
known  to  the  Representative  from  Virginia  that 
the  Richmond  Railroad  Company  had  no  authority 
to  connect  itself  with  another  company;  and,  in 
all  future  cotitracts,  this  difficulty  might  be  avoid- 
ed by  the  Postmaster  General  making  a  separate 
contract  with  the  railroad  company,  and  inviting 
competition  on  the  river.  He  (Mr.  M.)  regarded 
the  price  offered  by  the  Postmaster  General  as 
high  enough;  and  he  had  no  doubt  the  railroad 
company  would  accept  it.  Public  opinion  would 
force  them  to  accept  it;  for  he  had  learned  that  the 
people  of  Richmond  themselves  sustained  the  Post- 
master General  in  this  controversy.  The  incon- 
venience to  the  public  was  not  so  extensively  felt. 
The  country  between  this  and  Richmond  might 
feel  the  change,  and  perhaps  the  people  of  Peters- 
burg, in  some  small  degree.  The  northern  mail 
arrived  now  at  Petersburg  only  two  hours  later 
than  it  did  before,  and  this  time  was  made  up  be- 
!  fore  it  arrived  in  Wilmington.  The  steamboats 
from  that  place  left  their  wharf  at  the  same  hours 
they  did  before  this  change. 

My  colleague  has  (unintentionally,  I  have  no 
doubt)  misrepresented  the  present  amount  paid  by 
the  Postmaster  General.  When  the  mail  is  taken 
off  the  road  between  Richmond  and  Petersburg, 
tbere  will  be  a  saving,  and  it  will  not  involve  a  de- 
lay of  twenty-four  hours.  In  a  few  days,  the  City 
Point  road  will  be  in  operation;  the  mail  from 
Richmond  will  be  deposited  there,  and  in  thirty 
minutes  will  be  in  Petersburg. 

The  miscarriage  of  letters  spoken  of  by  my  col- 
league, must  have  been  owing  to  other  causes;  for 
we  know  the  steamboats  have  performed  their  trips 
with  great  regularity,  and  the  mail  from  Richmond 
in  wagons  arrives  here  regularly  once  a  day.  Mr.  M. 
would  (he  said)  add  another  resolution  to  the  sub- 
stitute which  he  had  proposed,  and  would  read  it 
for  the  information  of  the  committee.  This  sub- 
stitute would  be  as  follows  : 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  Slates  of  JJinerica  in  Congress  asseinblid,  That 
the  Postmaster  General  be,  and  he  is  iierehy,  uulhonzcd  in 
future,  to  contract  with  tlie  railroad  uoin|>anies  (brtiie  trans- 
portation oftiie  mail  of  the  tirot  class,  at  a  price  not  excecd- 
ihj;  two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  and  a  half  dollars  per 
mile,  for  iransportiii'i  the  mail  once  a  day,  and  three  hun- 
dred dollars  for  transportiiis;  the  same  twice  a  day :  Provi- 
ded, 'J'hat  lor  sueli  service  performed  in  the  night-time,  an 
additional  compensation,  not  exceediiif;  15  jiercent.  on  tliose 
sums,  may  he  Kivcn. 

Resolx<ed,  'J'hat  the  Postmaster  General  he,  mid  he  is  liere- 
liy,  required  to  cause  the  i;real  northern  and  southern  mail 
to  he  transported  hy  steamboat  and  railroad  on  the  usual 
route,  until  otherwise  directed  by  law  :  Provided,  The  same 
can  he  done  for  the  prices  herein  prescribed  ;  and  lie  shall 
make  such  compensation,  hy  way  of  damages,  to  the  hay 
company,  for  withdrawiiijj  from  hisconlraet,  as  to  him  shall 
appear. just  and  reasoiiabh;. 

Several  members  here  proposed  that  the  com- 
mittee rise. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  had  no 
wish  to  prolong  the  debate  at  all.  But  he  did 
think  there  was  more  in  this  question  than  the 
mere  matter  of  a  few  thousand  dollars,  as  he  fear- 


ed, from  the  arguments  which  Jiad  been  made,  was 
the  general  impression  on  the  minds  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  did  not  consider  it  in  that  light  at  all; 
if  he  did,  he  certainly  should  not  detain  the  com- 
mittee, because  he  thought  their  time  was  more 
perhaps  than  the  mere  sum  at  issue.  It  was  not 
the  beginning,  but  one  of  a  series  of  attempts 
made  by  this  coinpany  to  extort  from  the  depart- 
ment more  than  the  law  authorized.  The  ques' 
tioii  was,  should  they  sustain  this  department  in 
the  just  construction  of  the  laws  of  Congress,  or 
should  they  yield  to  the  extortions  of  this  compa- 
ny, and  thus  take  away  the  sustaining  hand  of 
Congress  from  the  department  when  they  should 
attempt  to  resist  extortions  of  this  kind  in  future.' 
All  who  had  read  the  report  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral would  see  that  the  case  was  not  such  as  was 
represjented  by  the  gentleman.  The  department 
had  said,  we  will  give  to  you  all  that  the  law  autho- 
rizes, and  nothing  moi;e.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
liad  been  a  series  of  attempts,  some  of  them  most 
cunningly  devised,  and  some  of  them  the  most  out- 
rageous attempts  he  had  ever  witnessed  on  the 
part  of  individuals  or  companies,  to  coerce  the  de- 
partment and  retfuire  it  to  come  to  the  terms  which 
they  laid  down.  Since  his  frien^]  from  Virginia 
had  told  him  he  (Mr.  B.)  did  not  understand  the 
subject,  he  had  examined  it  fully,  and  he  had  come 
to  a  conclusion  decidedly  stronger  than  that  to 
which  he  before  had  uttered  against  the  company, 
and  in  favor  of  the  course  of  the  department  and 
of  Congress.  In  the  first  instanca,  the  company 
had  attempted  to  get  from  the  depaitment  more 
than  any  other  company  had  received  for  the  same 
purpose.  This  attempt  was  resisted,  and,  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  issue  now  made  to  Con- 
gress, the  company  submitted  to  an  arbitration; 
and  if  gentlemen  would  read  the  stipulation  upon 
which  the  arbitration  was  entered  into,  drawn  up 
by  the  then  president  of  the  company,  they  would 
see  what  was  the  case  referred  to  the  then  Presi- 
dent of  th^  United  States,  Mr.  Tyler.  The  ques- 
tion was,  what  compensation  should  be  paid?  and 
Mr.  Tyler  decided  that  so  much  should  be  paid, 
making  the  sum  that  was  paid.  But  he  (Mr.  Tyler) 
said,  I  decide  no  other  question,  no  other  question 
having  been  submitted  but  the  mere  amount  of 
money  that  should  be  paid  to  this  company.  But 
he  (Mr.  B.)  asked,  where  was  the  law  at  this 
time.'  It  was  trampled  under  foot.  The  question 
whether  the  department  had  authority  under  the 
law  to  pay  more  or  not  was  not  submitted.  Then 
what  followed  ?  The  department  continued  to  pay 
that  sum  of  money  to  the  railroad  company  in 
good  faith  during  th^  time  the  contract  would  have 
been  made,  had  it  been  made  for  the  usual  term  of 
four  years.  Then,  immediately  after  this  contract 
expired,  the  Postmaster  General  notified  the  com- 
pany that  he  could  under  the  law  pay  them  $237 
50  per  mile,  and  no  more,  in  the  first  instance; 
and  then  the  company  commenced  and  attempted 
to  reason  the  Postmaster  General  out  of  his  deci- 
sion, and  the  decision  of  Mr.  Kendall  and  Mr. 
Wickliffe  before  him. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.' Root]  said  it 
wasichaffering.  But  the  language  of  the  Postmas- 
ter General  was  uniform:  I  can  give  you,  under 
the  law,  $237  50;  this  I  will  give;  I  can  give  you 
no  more.  The  company  attempted  to  reason  the 
Postmaster  General  out  of  it.  Failing  in  this, 
what  did  they  do  ?  They  wrote  to  the  Postmaster 
General  that  if  he  would  give  It  to  them,  they 
would  continue  to  carry  the  mail  until  Congres.s 
decides  the  question.  The  Postmaster  General 
said,  if  in  this  proposition  there  was  any  expecta- 
tion that  the  department  would  recommend  to 
Congress,  or  that  the  Postmaster  General  would 
countenance  the  payment  of  any  larger  sum  than 
$237  50  f)er  mile,  he  would  not  give  it  to  them, 
but  would  go  on  and  make  a  contract  with  another 
route.  Upon  that  the  company  offered — the  pre- 
sident wrote  that  they  were  willing  to  continue  the 
service  in  this  manner;  that  they  did  not  expect 
that  the  Postmaster  General  would  appeal  to  Con- 
gress for  any  more,  but  that  they  would  carry  it 
under  his  proposition.  The  Postmaster  General 
accepted  the  offer  under  the  explanation  given  by 
the  company.  This  was  in  June.  The  company 
went  on,  without  any  explanation  or  complaint, 
to  carry  the  mail  to  October,  through  all  the  inter- 
vening months  of  July,  August,  September,  and 
to  the  26th  October;  but  on  the  2Gth  (3ctober  they 
had  a  meeting  of  the  company,  and  then  notified 
the  Postmaster  General  that  they  could  not  carry 
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it  upon  those,  terms.  But  before  lie  came  to  this, 
he  should  have  mentioned  that  tlie  Postmaster 
General  was  in  negotiation  first  with  the  Ports- 
mouth road,  and  for  some  reason,  which-  was 
never  given,  they  withdrew  the  offer  they  had 
made,  and  which  he  was  wiliina:  to  accept. 

The  Postmaster  Genera!  was  in  n-ejrotiation,  but 
in  consequence  of  this  offer  of  this  Richmond  and 
Fredericksburg  raih-oad  to  carry  the  mail  until 
Congress  decided  it,  he  broke  off  the  negotiation. 
Mr.  B.  noticed  other  details  in  the  history  of  the 
proceedings  of  this  company  on  this  subject,  men- 
tioning the  resolution  adopted  by  the  State  direct- 
ors, (and  the  State  owned  two-fifths  of  the  stock,) 
re(iuesting  their  president  to  have  the  mail  further 
carried  by  their  company,  until  Congress  decided 
the  question;  and  the  fact  that  the  president  of  the 
company  said  that  this  resolution  had  done  mate- 
rial injury  to  the  company;  for,  since  it  passed, 
the  Postmaster  Qeneral  had  assuined  a  higher 
tone,  and  now  they  were  not  likely  to  get  any- 
tliing  more  than  the  Postmaster  General  believed 
the  law  .authorized  him  to  pay;  thus  showing 
clearly,  Mr.  B.  argued,  that  the  attempt  was,  to 
extort  from  the  department  a  larger  sum  tlian  the 
Postmaster  General  believed  he  was  authorized  to 

pay- 

The  Postmaster  General  had  never  signed  the 
contract  to  pay  this  sum  of  money.  Mr.  B.  had 
understood  that  he  had  declined  to  do  it,  because 
he  thought  it  was  contrary  to  law.  He  hoped  that 
Congress  would  not  sanction  such  attempts  on  the 
part  df  railroad  companies  to  obtain  from  the  de- 
partment more  than  the  head  of  it  thought  was 
right.  He  argued  that  the  ofi^er  of  the  Postmaster 
General  was  a  most  liberal  one,  as  he  had  taken 
the  liighest  compensation  paid  to  post-coaches, 
and  added  25  per  centum — the  highest  that  then 
•was  paid,  and  much  higher  than  any  that  was  paid 
now.  If  the  competTsation  were  now  for  the  first 
time  to  be  ascertained,  it  would  be  much  lower 
than  $237  50  per  mile.  • 

Mr.  B.  noticed  "and  replied  to  one  or  two  sug- 
gestions of  Mr.  BoTTs  and  other  gentlemen  who 
had  spoken  on  that  side,  and  passed  on  to  argue 
the  manifest  propriety  and  necessity  of  now  sus- 
taining the  bay  line  which  had  taken  the  contract, 
so  as  to  prevent  combinations  hereafter  between 
diflferent  companies,  and  to  induce  theni,  respect- 
ively, to  step  forward  to  the  relief  of  the  depart- 
ment when  it  was  involved  in  difficulty  with  any 
one  company. 

His  constituents  and  himself  were  very  much  in 
the  situation  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
.[Mr.  MtrRPHTJ  and  his  constituents;  they  were 
considerably  interested  in  the  transmission  of  the 
mail,  being  a  commercial  people.  Independently 
of  that,  he  believed,  not  his  immediate  constitu- 
ents, but  some  of  the  jieople  of  Philadelphia,  a 
part  of  the  citizens  of  which  city  he  represented, 
were  very  deeply  interested  in  the  stock  of  that 
railroad.  They  did  formerly  owti  more  than  all 
other  stockholders;  and  the  former  President  of 
the  company  was  a  citizen  of  Philadelphia.  They 
were  also  interested,  as  all  our  commercial  com- 
munity of  the  North  were,  in  the  transmission  of 
the  mail  south  with  despatch.  But  it  was  a  curi- 
ous fact,  that  nearly  all  the  Charleston  passengers 
now  went  by  the  bay  route.  He  had  remarked 
particularly,  when  travelling  over  the  road  this 
fall,  that  when  the  two  conductors  came  in,  one 
with  the  bills  of  the  bay  line,  and  the  other  of  the 
railroad  line,  nearly  every  passenger,  as  far  as  his 
observation  extended,  took  the  bay  route.  And, 
if  it  was  true,  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
remarked,  that  this  railroad  company  did  not  carry 
the  passengers,  why  was  it?  Did  the  "bay  route 
offer  better  facilities  for  the  transportation  of  men 
than  the  railroad,  and  not  for  the  transportation  of 
the  mail  also? 

He  would  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  and  ask  what  propriety  there  was  in  our 
citizens  demanding  that  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment should  send  the  mail  by  this  railroad  line  at 
a  much  greater  expense  because  it  went  through 
perchance  in  a  very  little  less  time,  when  they 
themselves,  in  travelling,  took  the  bay  route  on 
account  of  the  great  saving?  He  also  contended, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Root,  that  a  gentleman  in  travel- 
ling would  be  willing  to  go  a  little  further,  and 
suffer  some  delay,  rather  than  submit  to  the  un- 
reasonable exactions  and  extortions  of  a  little  more 
direct  conveyance. 

He  had  in  his  hand  the  teim.s  of  the  contract 


for  carrying  the  mail  through  from  Baltimore  to 
Charleston  in  74j  hours,  which  was  a  difference  of 
only  about  eight  liour.s  for  this  whole  distance  from 
the  time  made  by  railroad  route.  But  a  great 
clamor  had  been  raised,  they  had  been  told  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  against  the  Post  Office 
Department,  for  the  interruptions  upon  this  bay 
line.  He  believed  it  was  true,  that  in  December, 
there  had  been  various  interruptions  to  the  per- 
formance of  this  line.  He  had  in  his  hand  a  state- 
ment of  all  the  interruptions,  and  the  reasons  for 
them,  which  had  taken  place  in  December,  1847, 
and  in  December,  1844- '45- '46.  In  December, 
1846,  there  was  but  little  snow  and  ice,  and,  con- 
sequently, few  interruptions;  but  he  found,  that  in 
December  of  1844  and  '45,  the  interruptions  were 
greater  than  they  had  been  in  December,  1847, 
although  this  was  a  new  line  just  started.  But 
because  the  contract  had  been  changed,  all  the 
interruptions,  all  the  irregularities,  were  set  down 
to  the  account  of  the  Postmaster  General.  Every 
gentleman  who  did  not  get  iiis  letters  exactly  at 
the  hour  expected,  imputed  it  to  the  Posmaster 
General's  new  arrangement.  But  this  statement 
in  his  hand,  as  he  had  before  said,  showed  that 
there  was  only  eight  hours  difference  between  Bal- 
timore and  Charleston;  and  tlie  question  was, 
whether  the  department  should  submit,  on  account 
of  this  small  difference,  to  the  extortion  of  the  rail- 
road company;  whether  this  company  should  be 
allowed  to  come  before  Congress  and  have  its  de- 
mand complied  with,  which  he  deemed  was  to 
coerce  the  Government  to  pay  thefn  for  carrying 
the  mail  an  illegal  sum;  more  than  the  law  allowed 
— more  than  justice  demanded. 

Mr.  B.  having  concluded,  at  tw%  o'clock  and 
eight  minutes  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
progress. 

Mr.  STANTON  moved  the  usual  resolution  to 
close  the  debate  in  committee  on  the  joint  resolu- 
tion at  half-past  two  o'clock. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  inquired  of  the 
Speaker  if  the  gentleman  reporting  the  joint  reso- 
lution would  be  allowed  an  hour  to  close  the  debate 
after  the  time  specified  in  the  resolution  for  termi- 
nating it  arrived. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  that  would  be  a  ques- 
tion for  the  chairman  to  decide  when  the  time 
arrived. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  in  the 
chair.) 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said  he  hoped  the  committee  un- 
derstood that  his  connection  with  this  resolution,  or 
rather  his  desire  to  have  any  sort  of  connection  with 
it,  arose  solely  from  the  fact  that  he  happened  to  be 
connected  with  the  committee  who  reported  it.  It 
was  not  from  any  desire  to  be  connected  with  the 
subject,  certainly,  that  he  should  now  trespass  for 
one  ..moment  upon  the  time  or  patience  of  this 
House.  He  thought  it  but  fair,  however,  when 
this  joint  resolution  had  been  so  fully,  and,  he 
might  say,  so  ably  discussed  by  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  that  those  who  were 
opposed  to  it — in  other  words,  that  those  who 
advocated  a  substitute  for  the  resolution  reported,  } 
should  be  heard  also  in  advocacy  of  their  viev/s  in 
opposition  to  the  report. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Lincoln]  had 
yesterday  thought  proper  logo  into  what  occurred 
m  committee  in  connection  with  this  subject.  He 
regretted  that  the  gentleman  should  so  far  have 
trespassed,  unintentionally  he  had  no  doubt,  upon 
the  rules  of  the  House;  but  as  he  stated  that  every 
member  upon  that  committee,  of  both  political 
parties — that  all  those  with  whom  he  was  associa- 
ted united  in  supportof  this  resolution,  he  thought 
proper  to  notice  the  remark. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  here  interposed,  and  (Mr.  G. 
yielding)  said  that  the  gentleman  had  misunder- 
stood him.  He  had  said  a  majority  of  one  party 
and  the  whole  of  the  other  had  supported  the  reso- 
lution in  committee. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  (resuming)  said  it  was  very  un- 
important how  the  question  was  decided,  as  far  as 
[lariies  were  affected  in  this  House.  The  great 
object  of  gentlemen,  on  all  sides,  he  hoped,  was 
to  do  justice  to  the  subject.  He  had  congratulated 
himself,  when  this  subject  was  introduced  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee,  that  it  was  one  of  those 
subjects  which  would  be  brought  forward  during 
this  session  of  Congress  in  which  no  party  feeling- 
could  be  or  would  be  exhibited.  He  did  not  look 
at  it  in  any  light  as  connected  with  the  political 


party  with  which  he  a.ssociated,  nor  was  he  gov- 
erned by  what  might  be  the  views  and  feelings  of 
the  company  who  came  here,  as  gentlemen  chose 
to  represent  them,  "  asking  relief  at  the  hands  of 
Congress."  His  object  had  been,  through  all  this 
controversy,  to  do  what  he  believed  to  be  right  and 
proper,  regardless  of  party  considerations,  and  re- 
gardless, too,  of  the  views  of  the  railroad  com- 
pany. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Brown,] 
who  had  just  addressed  the  committee,  had  gone 
somewhat  more  into  the  details  and  facts  con- 
nected with  this  affair  than  other  gentlemen  who 
had  spoken;  and  without  going  back  and  pursuing 
the  order  of  the  debate  as  presented  to  them  by  the 
speeches  of  gentlemen,  he  begged  leave,  in  the  first 
place,  to  pay  his  respects  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  He  had  called  upon  that  gentle- 
man, and  had  trusted  he  would,  before  he  sat  down, 
have  exhibited  the  award  made  by  Mr.  Tyler  upon 
this  subject. 

[Mr.  Brov/n  here  handed  him  the  paper.] 

The  gentleman  had  just  given  him  the  docu- 
ment. He  had  not  now  time  to  examine  it;  but 
his  object  in  making  the  inquiry  was  to  ascertain, 
and,  if  he  was  not  greatly  mistaken,  it  would  be 
ascertained,  on  an  examination  of  that  paper,  that 
the  award  of  Mr.  Tyler  was  for  one  year  only; 
that  the  question  submitted  was  not  how  much 
should  be  paid  to  this  company  for  three  or  four 
years,  or  for  the  time  for  which  the  contracts  were 
made,  but  simf)ly  for  one  year. 

Mr,  BROWN  (interposing)  said,  the  law  au- 
thorized the  Postmaster  General  to  contract  for 
four  years,  and  for  no  other  term.  The  question 
was  submitted,  and  the  awaid  of  Mr.  Tyler  had 
no  reference  to  time,  but  merely  authorized  the 
Postmaster  General  to  contract.  The  Postmaster 
General  deemed  that  the  contracts  were  made  only 
for  four  years,  and  that  he  had  no  right  to  offer 
any  contract  until  the  four  years  had  passed. 

Mr.  B.  here  said  another  word  of  explanation, 
which  was  entirely  lost  at  the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  repeated  he  had  not  the  time  to 
read  the  paper;  but  the  fact,  as  was  seen  upon  the 
slightest  reference  to  it,  stood  unchanged  and  un- 
changeable upon  it,  that  this  award  was  for  one 
year's  service.  Now,  keeping  in  view  this  fact, 
let  them  observe  that  the  Postmaster  General,  in 
justifying  his  contract  with  the  bay  company,  put 
himself  on  his  dignity,  and  said,  to  have  made  the 
payment  any  longer  to  the  railroad  company 
would,  in  his  opinion,  have  been  in  violation  of 
the  law;  and  if  so,  let  him  (Mr.  G.)  ask  if  he  had 
not  been  violating  the  law  ever  since  he  came  into 
office,  as  he  had  no  authority  or  justification  for 
paying  the  sum  from  the  award  of  Mr.  Tyler,  be- 
cause that  award  was  only  for  one  year.  AVhen 
gentlemen  talked  about  the  violation  of  contracts 
by  the'insolence  of  chartered  monopolies,  let  them 
remember  that  here  was  a  violation  of  the  law  by 
the  very  head  of  the  department,  who  set  up  here 
to  administer  the  law.  Let  him  not  be  told  that 
Mr.  Johnson,  the  Postmaster  General,  felt  himself 
authorized  to  do  this  because  Mr.  Wickliffe  and 
Mr.  Kendall  had  done  it.  No;  if,  when  he  came 
into  his  office,  he  had  found  that  the  company  re- 
ceived pay  unfairly,  and  more  than  the  law  au- 
thorized, was  it  not  the  duty  of  a  vigilant  officer 
to  discontinue  it  at  once? 

So  far  from  this,  the  Postmaster  General  con- 
tinued this  payment,  this  violation  of  law  he  now 
said,  from  the' time  he  entered  his  office  to  the  1st 
July,  1847  !  And  not  as  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  said,  did  the  company  wait  until  the 
very  heels  of  the  session  of  Congress,  but  they 
notified  the  department  as  far  back  as  the  26th  Oc- 
tober that  they  should  refuse  to  carry  the  mail  un- 
less the  compensation  to  which  they  thought  them- 
selves entitled  under  the  law  were  given,  it  being 
the  very  compensation  which  this  same  Postmaster 
General  had  paid  them  up  to  that  time. 

He  wanted  to  call  attention  to  the  remarkable 
disclosure  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, of  what  he  gave  as  his  experience  as  a  trav- 
eller upon  this  road.  The  gentleman  was  taking 
a  trip  south  of  Philadelphia  somewliere,  he  sup- 
posed. That,  as  far  as  his  observation  extended, 
nearly  all  the  passengers  south  went  by  the  bay 
line  and  not  by  the  railroad.  The  gentleman  told 
them  nearly  all  the  passengers  went  by  the  bay 
line  now,  and  undoubtedly  the  gentleman  sup- 
posed that  soon  all  of  them  would  go  bv  that  route; 
and  when  that  took  place,  he  wanted  to  ask  the 
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gentleman  if  he  would  have  the  company  compelled 
to  run  their  cars  daily  for  the  sake  of  the  mail 
solely,  to  be  paid  for  it  what,  in  (he  opinion  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  might  be  the  value  of  the  ser- 
vice. 

The  oentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  said  it 
•was  an  attempt  to  extort  upon  Congress — extort 
upon  Conijress,  or  upon  the  department  having 
control  of  tliis  matter;  when  it  was  in  proof  before 
this  committee  and  before  the  country,  that,  so  far 
from  its  being  extortion,  this  very  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral and  his  predecessors  had  actually  been  pay- 
ing the  very  amount  asked  by  this  company  to 
them,  under  the  award  of  Mr.  Tyler,  from  ISlS  to 
1847.  Did  that  look  like  an  extortion  r  If  it  was 
extortion  now,  was  it  not  extortion  then  .'  And  he 
very  much  questioned  whether,  if  they  referred  to 
the  journals  of  1843,  they  would  not  find  the  gen- 
■^leman  from  Pennsylvania  votjng  with  him  (for 
they  both  liad  the  honor  to  have  been  members  of 
Uiis  House  then)  for  the  resolution  by  which  the 
..'ostmaster  General  told  them  he  was  authorized 
to  pay  5237  5(3  per  mile  on  the  steamboat  part  of 
the  route.  .He  believed  that  no  division  was  taken 
on  that  question,  and  hence  the  whole  Flouse  were 
considered  as  having  voted  for  it.  Not  under  or- 
dinary circumstances,  but  under  peculiar  circum- 
stances, which  rendered  it  necessary  that  Congress 
itself  should  take,  as  it  did  take — it  might  be  at  the 
instance  of  the  Postmaster  General  himself — this 
whole  matter  into  its  own  hands,  did  it  pass  this 
resolution,  and  it  became  the  law  of  the  land,  al- 
losving  the  steamboat  between  this  city  and  Aquia 
creek  S237  50  per  mile  per  annum  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail. 

Gentlemen  talked  about  the  railroad  and  steam- 
boat companies  being  united;  but  did  it  occur  to 
gentlemen,  when  they  raised  this  outcry  againit 
the  Virginia  steamboat  company,  how  the  mail 
was  transported  between  this  point  and  New  York 
by  the  contractors.'  He  was  informed  that  on  one 
portion  of  that  route — between  Philadelpllia  and 
Bordentown — at  the  option  of  the  contractors,  the 
mail  was  carried  in  steamboats  instead  of  by  rail- 
road. This  information  he  had  from  the  First  As- 
sistant Postmaster  General,  who  had  ever  mani- 
fested a  disposition  to  afford  to  the  committee  every 
facility  in  acquiring  information  in  relation  to  this 
subject.  Yes,  he  repeated,  that  fact  he  had  from 
Major  Hobljie  himself — that  for  a  portion  of  that 
route  the  contractors  had  a  discretion  to  transport 
the  mads  by  steanlboat  uistead  of  by  railroad  for 
a  distance  nearly  equal  to  that  from  this  place  to 
Aquia  creek,  without  any  reduction  of  their  com- 
pensation. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  rose  (it  be- 
ing half-past  two  o'clock)  and  inquired  if  the  time 
had  not  arrived  at  which  tlic  House  had  ordered 
that  the  deljate  should  be  terminated  .'  If  it  had, 
he  raised  the  question  of  order  whether  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  was  not  violating  an  order  of 
the  Housaby  continuing  his  remarks.' 

The  Ci.EKK,  at  the  request  of  several  gentlemen, 
Tgad  the  rule  of  the  House  which  provided  that 
the  chairman  of  a  committee,  or  other  member  who 
reported  a  bill  or  resolution  from  a  committee, 
should  have  the  right  to  open  and  close  the  debate, 
and  tliat  five  minutes  should  be  allowed  for  the  ex- 
planation of  amendments. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  inquired  if  the  chai*-man  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Pos(  Office  and  Post  Roads 
in  this  c;ise  had  any  other  privilege  than  the  right 
to  sjieak  for  five  minutes.' 

The  CH.VIRMAN  Wi\s  of  opinion  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Goggin,]  being  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  which  had  reported  this  resolution, 
was  entitled  to  one  hour  after  the  point  of  time 
fixed  for  the  conclusion  of  the  debate. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGKRSOLL  remarked  that  the  ex- 
planation of  the  Chairman  perfectly  accorded  with 
the  opinion  which  prevailed  in  the  Committee  on 
Rules  wlien  the  rule  which  had  been  read  was  pre- 
pared. ' 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  said  it  ap- 
peared to  Inm  that  I.)  continue  the  debate  was  to 
violate  an  order  of  the  House;  he  therefore  appeal- 
ed from  the  decision  of  the  CMiair 

Mr.  DUKR  and  Mr.  McLANIC  made  inquiries 
that  they  might  have  a  correct  undersumding  of  the 
case  which  had  arisen;  which  being  answered 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  said  this 
would  be  the  first  decision  of  the  committee  under 
this  new  rule,  and  hence  it  was  necesoiiry  to  have 


it  clearly  understood  whether  debate  could  be  con- 
tinued one  hour  after  the  time  fixed  by  the  House 
for  the  termination  of  debate;  and  whether,  when 
they  said  debate  should  close  at  half-past  two 
o'clock,  they  meant  half-past  three  o'clock. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  it  was  intended 
by  the  rule  to  give  the  chairman  of  a  committee,  or 
person  by  whom  the  report  should  be  made,  the 
opportunity  to  conclude  the  debate.  But  how  was 
it  to  be  known  when  he  was  to  begin  his  hour, 
unless  it  was  from  some  point  of  time  to  be  fixed.' 
It  might  so  happen  that,  up  to  the  time  fixed  to 
close  debate,  the  floor  might  be  occupied  by  other 
gentlemen;  and,  if  the  construction  given  by  the 
i^entleman  from  Mississippi  was  the  correct  one, 
the  chairman  would  be  allowed  Jio  privilege  what- 
ever. 

Mr.  STANTON  explained:  When  he  first  sub- 
mitted his  resolutions  to  close  debate,  he  fixed 
upon  half-past  three  o'clock;  but  he  afterwards 
changed  it  to  half-past  two,  with  the  understanding 
that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  be  allowed 
an  hour  after  thatstime. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mi.=<sissippi,  said,  on 
voting  on  the  (resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  he  had  not  acted  on  such  a  presump- 
tion; and  there  was  no  exception  in  favor  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  SIMS  remarked  that  the  rule  was  appli- 
cable to  the  House  as'well  as  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  Now,  suppose  that,  in  the  House, 
the  previous  question  should  be  moved  before  the 
mover  of  a  proposition  had  occupied  his  hour  in 
debate,  could  he  enjoy  that  privilege  after  the  pre- 
vious question.had  been  called  for?  He  was  un- 
derstood to  contend  that  such  person  would  then 
only  be  entitled,  with  the  movers  of  amendments, 
to  five  minutes  for  explanation. 

Mr.  STANTON  remarked,  that  in  offering  his 
resolution,  he  had  put  the  question  tofthe  Speaker 
whether  the  chairman  would  be  entitled  to  one 
hour  after sthe^extreme  limit  of  debate;  and  the 
Speaker  replied,  that  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee would  answer  that  question  when  the  circum- 
stance arose.  -  He  'thought  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  was  now  entitled  to  )>roceed. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  made  a  like  state- 
ment, and  conclutled  by  moving  that  the  commit- 
tee'rise  and  report 'progress,  for  the  purposed  of 
extricating  themselves  from  the  difficulty  in  which 
they  were  involved,  by  reconsidering  the  resolu- 
tion by  which  the  House  had  ordered  the  debate 
to  be  terminated. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose,  and|  its  chair- 
man reported  progress. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  inquired  if  it 
was  then  in  order  to  move  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would  not  at  that 
time  be  in  order.  He  then  proceeded  to  state  that 
it  was  a  question  with  the  Chair,  whether  it  was 
not  his  duty  to  rule  the  report  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  out  of  order;  for  the 
House  had  passed  a  resolution  directing  that  the 
committee  should  close  all  debate  at  a  certain  time, 
which  was  past,  act  on  pending  amendments,  and 
then  report  the  resolution  to  the  jHouse.  IThe 
order  was  positive,  and  the  lime  which  was  fixed 
by  that  order  was  past;  but  the  chairman  reported 
that  the  committee  had  riseiv "without  having  dis- 
charged that  duty. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  reminded  the  Chair  that 
this  was  not  a  novel  case.  Committees  of  the 
Whole  had  heretofore  risen  when  they  had  found 
it  impossible  to  dispose  ofall  pending  amendments, 
reported  that  fact  to  the  House,'and  had  leave  to 
sit  again  on  a  subsequent  day.  This  was  the  case, 
he  believed,  at  the  clo.se  of  the  tariff' debate. 

The  SPEAKER  yielded  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  STUART,  ofi'Michigan,  then  moved  a  re- 
consideration of  the  resolution  by  which  the  House 
had  fixed  a  limit  to  debate. 

Mr.  STANTON  I'mpres.sed  upon  the  House  the 
fact  that  the  determination  of  this  question  now 
would  be  a  settlement  of  the  question,  whether  a 
chairman  of  a  committee  or  mover  of  a  resolution 
should  be  entitled  to  one  hour  after  the  time  fixed 
by  a  resolution  for  terminating  debate.  He  was 
proceeding  to  state  the  circumstances  as  they  had 
ari.sen  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  when — 

Mr.  SCHENCK  called  him  to  order. 

Mr.  STANTON  said,  he  was  simply  remnrk- 
itjgon  what  he  supposed  had  given  rise  to  the  diffi- 


culty in  whith  they  found  themselves  placed,  and 
which  caused  the  committee  to  rise.  If  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  had  determined  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  was  entitled  to  occupy  one 
hour  after  half-past  two  o'clock,  as  Jie  (Mr.  S.) 
thought  he  was,  the  diflficulty  might  have  been 
obviated. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  was  in  favor  of  a  reconsidera- 
tion, but  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  a 
motion  to  extricate  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
from  the  difficulty  in  which  it  had  been  involved 
by  the  operation  of  the  singular  rule  which  had 
been  presented  for  their  government.  He  did  not 
think  a  motion  to  stop  debate  was  at  this  time  in 
order;  but  they  had  seen  the  necessity  of  incor- 
porating in  every  resolution  which  the  House 
might  hereafter  adopt  to  stop  debate,  a  provision 
to  give  the  gentleman  who  should  have  made  the 
report  an  opportunity  to  address  the  committee  if 
he  desired  to  avail  himself  of  guch  a  privilege.  He 
proposed,  for  a  few  moments,  to  call  tlic  attention 
of  the  House  to  this  rule. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  would  not  be  in  order  in  pursuing  the 
course  he  prescribed  for  himself. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  he  did  not  propose  to  dis 
cuss  the  merits  of  the  rule,  but  simply  to  give  his 
views  of  the  construction  of  the  rule,  to  show  the 
necessity  of  reconsidering.  The  House  had  passed 
a  resolution  fixing  half-past  two  o'clock  for  the 
termination  of  all  debate  ;  but  the  House  could 
not  know  whether  the  member  wlio  repoiifed  a 
measure  desired  to  speak  on  it  or  not.  It  might, 
nevertheless,  be  found,  when  the  time  arrived, 
that  such  member  was  either  speaking  or  desired 
to  speak,  and  he  might  claim  further  time  for  that 
purpose.  Well,  if  the  committee  permitted  him 
to  proceed,  they  would  defeat  an  order  of  the 
House,  which  directed  the  committee  to  close  de- 
bate, act  on  amendments,  and  report  to  the  House; 
and  if  they  did. not  permit  him  to  proceed,  would 
they  not  deprive  him  of  a  right  secured  by  one  of 
the  standing  rules?  It  was  obvious,  therefore, 
that  the  question  should  now  be  settled,  that  it 
might  be  known  for  the  future  v/hat  construction 
(he  rule  was  to  bear.  They  must  agree  upon  one 
of  t\wi  things,  unless  it  was  intended  that  they 
should  pursue  the  course  adopted  in  some  debating 
schools,  and  divide  their  hour,  using  part  at  the 
opening  and  the  other  part  at  the  close  of  debate. 
At  present,  there  was  no  exception  giving  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  two  hours.  The  rule  provided  noth- 
ing more  than  that  he  should  open  and  close  de- 
bate. He  could  hardly  think  it  was  intended  that 
the  chairman  should  divide  his  hour.  He  thought 
the  fair  construction  was,  that  he  should  have  an 
hour  to  open  and  an  hour  to  close  debate.  This 
might  be  supposed  to  be  a  fair  construction  of  the 
rule.  But  then  the  question  arose  whether,  if  the 
mover  had  not  had  his  closing  hour  at  the  time 
the  comniittee  was  directed  to  terminate  debate,  U 
would  not  defeat  the  order  of  the  House  to  permit 
him  to  occupy  his  hour  beyond  such  limit.  To 
obviate  such  a  difficulty  hereafter,  it  would  be 
found  to  be  necessary  to  make  an  exception  in 
favor  of  the  gentleman  who  reported  the  measure, 
if  he  should  desire  to  avail  himself  of  it. 

Mr.  GENTRY  interposed  to  explain.  Having 
been  a  member  of  the  committee  that  reported  the 
rule,  he  thought  he  could  make  a  statement  of  the 
intention  of  the  committee  that  would  .save  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  the  necessity  to  argue  the 
question.  The  understanding  of  the  committee 
was,  that  the  order  to  terminate  debate  was  to  be 
executed  with  a  qualification  in  favor  of  the  person 
who  made  the  report,  who  was  to  be  allowed  to 
occupy  another  hour  in  addition  to  the  one  he 
might  have  had  at  the  opening.  With  this  under- 
standing, a  sub-committee  was  appointed  to  draw 
up  the  rule  under  which  they  were  now  acting. 

Mr.  STANTON  suggested  that  a  resolution  of 
the  House  could  not  override  the  rules  of  the 
House,  and  therefore  no  such  qualification  was 
necessary  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Schenck]  had  suggested. 

Mr.  SCFIENCK  resumed.  This  was  the  first 
time  the  difficulty  had  arisen  by  which  the  com- 
mittee had  been  broken  up.  How  many  more 
times  there  would  be  h.  recurrence  of  such  a  thing, 
he  could  not  pretend  to  say.  He  thought  it  im- 
portant, therefore,  tliat  the  House  should  now 
adopt  some  practice  by  which  the  committee  should 
be  regulated.     It  was  true,  as  the  gentleman  from 
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Tennessee  [Mr.  Stanton]  had  said,  a  resolution 
could  not  repeal  a  rule,  but  a  resolution  might  be 
prepared  which  would  be  in  conformity  to  the  rule, 
and  as  the  rule  now  stood,  he  claimed  that  it  was 
necessary  to  make  the  exception.  The  £;entleman 
from  Tennessee  said  the  exception  could  be  made 
in  committee;  but  if  it  were,  it  would  be  in  conflict 
with  the  order  of  the  House.  As  the  matter  now 
stood,  if  they  obeyed  the  rule,  they  would  disre- 
gard the  order  of  the  House;  but  this  could  at  all 
times  be  avoided  by  so  qualifying  their  resolution.^ 
that  it  shall  correspond  with  the  rules.  He  should 
vote  to  reconsider  the  resolution  to  stop  debate, 
that  a  resolution  might  be  adopted  that  would  be 
in  conformity  with  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  thought  all  this  diffi- 
culty could  have  been  obviated  by  allowing  the 
Conrimittee  of  the  Whole  to  decide  the  appeal 
pending  when  the  committee  rose.  It  was  a  new 
rule  under  which  they  were  acting,  and  if  the  com- 
mittee had  settled  its  construction,  the  House  would 
doubtless  have  concurred,  and  the  difficulty  would 
have  been  settled.  Having  been  a  member  of  the 
committee  by  which  the  rule  was  reported,  he 
could  state  that  the  understanding  in  committee 
was  that  which  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Gentry]  had  already  made  known.  Every 
member  of  tile  committee  understood,  whenever  a 
limit  was  placed  on  debate,  that  the  mover  should 
have  one  hour  beyond  that  for  explanation  and 
reply.  On  that  point  there  was  no  difference  of 
opinion. 

IVTr.  STEPHENS.     Not  necessarily  one  hour. 

Mr.  SMITH  continued.  Only  one  hour  could  be 
occupied  in  opCTiing;  but  the  mover  would  have  the 
right  to  claim  one  hour  in  closing  the  debate,  if  he 
desired  to  occupy  so  much  time.  But  how  was 
the  chairman  of  a  committee  to  avail  himself  of  this 
right  if  the  construction  which  some  put  on  this 
rule  was  correct?  It  would  often  occur  that  he 
would  not  be  able  to  do  it  until  after  the  time  fixed 
to  close  debate  had  arrived.  It  was  true,  the  order 
of  the  House  said  that  debate  should  close  at  a 
precise  time;  but  the  rules  of  the  House  as  posi- 
tively give  the  mover  the  right  of  reply,  anil  the 
exception  therefore  might  be  claimed  under  a  stand- 
ing' rule  of  the  House.  There  was  a  fundamental 
rule  of  the  House  conceding  this  right,  and  the 
House  therefore,  by  resolution,  could  not  deprive 
a  member  of  the  rights  given  to  him  by  the  rules. 

Mr.  S.  thought  it  not  necessary  to  be  so  partic- 
ularly technical  respecting  the  rule.  He,  however, 
regarded  it  as  an  important  matter,  and  it  was  so 
regarded  by  the  Committee  on  Rules.  It  was  now 
for  the  House  to  settle  the  point,  and  it  could  be 
settled  at  once  by  one  vote,  though  the  easiest  way 
would  have  been  for  the  committee  to"  have  decided 
it,  by  voting  on  the  pending  appeal. 

Mr.  COiBB,  of  Georgia,  said  it  was  important 
that  they  should  have  time  for  reflection  before 
they  gave  a  vote  which  would  estaljlish  a  precedent; 
therefore,  that  they  might  have  an  opportunity  to 
examine  the  subject,  he  would  move'  that  the  House 
do  now  a^ourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to, 

Arid  the  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

Thursday,  January  6,  1848. 

"Mr.  TURNEY  presented  the  credentials  of  the 

Hon.  Dixon  H.  Lewis,  elected  a  Senator  of  the 

United  States,  from  the  State  of  Alabama,  for  the 

term  of  six  years  fiom  the  4th  of  March,  1847. 

Mr.  LEWIS  then  appeared,  and  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  from  the  Department  of  State,  show- 
ing the  number  of  clerks,  messengers,  and  other 
persons  employed  in  that  office,  including  the 
Patent  Office. 

Also,  from  the  Department  of  War,  transmit- 
ting, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  4th 
instant,  the  military  reports  received  from  the 
commanders  of  our  army  in  Mexico  since  the 
transmission  of  the  annual  report. 

Also,  from  the  Post  Office  Department,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  30th  ultimo,  con- 
taining the  papers  in  relation  to  the  services  of 
Jemmison  &  Williamson. 
RESOLUTIONS   FROM  STATE  LEGISLATURES. 

Mr.  YULEE  presented  a  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions from  the  Legislature  of  Florida,  in  favor  of 
the  passage  of  a  law  by  Congress  to  reimburse  the 


expenses  of  Florida  volunteers,  incurred  previous 
to  being  mustered  into  service. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  resolutions  from  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  in  favor  of  placing  the  name 
of  Henry  Johnson  on  the  pension  roll. 

The  preamble  to  the  resolution  says  that  Henry 
Johnson,  of  Washington  county,  Ohio,  one  of  the 
heroic  Johnson  boys  who  delivered  themselves 
from  savage  captivity  and  the  prospect  of  a  horrid 
death,  by  killing  two  Delaware  Indians,  after 
having  spent  a  youth  of  hardship  as  a  ranger  on 
the  frontier,  enduring  the  severest  privations,  with 
the  most  inadequate  compensation,  is  now  passing 
through  an  old  age  of  indigence;  that  it  is  right 
and  proper  that  acts  of  noble  daring  should  receive 
some  reward  from  a  grateful  and  admiring  country. 

Mr.  BUTLER  presented  resolutions  from  the 
Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  in  relation  to  the 
establishment  of  a  branch  mint  in  the  city  of 
Charleston. 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  a  petition  signed  by  125 
citizens  of  Ohio,  praying  for  a  reduction  of  the 
present  rates  of  postage,  and  the  abolition  of  the 
franking  privilege;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  ALLEN  also  presented  a  petition  signed 
by  25  citizens  of  Ross  county,  Ohio,  praying  Con- 
gress to  adopt  measures  to  bring  the  existing  war 
to  a  speedy  termination;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afi'airs. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  a  paper  on  the 
subject  of  the  patent  plough  of  Jethro  Wood; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  a  petition  from  Patrick 
Marantette,  asking  compensation  for  provisions 
and  clothing  furnished  to  the  Pottawatomie  In- 
dians; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  CORWIN  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Society  of  Friends,  held  at  New  Garden,  Chester 
county,  Pennsylvania,  asking  for  the  termination 
of  the  war  with  Mexico,  by  the  withdrawal  of 
.our  troops  ;  against  the  acquisition  of  territory,  or, 
should  any  be  acquired,  for  the  prohibition  of 
slavery  there;  and  for  a  tribunal  for  the  arbitra- 
tion and  peaceful  settlement  of  all  international 
difficulties. 

Mr.  CORWIN  moved  that  the  petition  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and 
printed.  The  petition  was  accordingly  referred, 
when — 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  called  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  fact,  that  the  Senate,  at  its  last  ses- 
sion, refused  to  print  a  similar  memorial  from  the 
Society  of  Friends.  Regarding  the  practice  of  the 
Senate  as  settled  by  this  decision,  he  moved  to  lay 
the  motion  to  print  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CORWIN  said,  he  did  not  recollect  what 
had  been  the  action  of  the  Senate  on  memorials  of 
this  character.  But  he  thought  the  Senator  from 
Florida  must  be  mistaken  in  saying  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  refused  to  print  any  memorial  asking  for 
the  establishment  of  a  tribunal  for  the  peaceful  set- 
tlement of  international  disputes.  He  had  no 
recollection  that  either  here  or  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  any  objection  had  at  any  time 
been  made  against  such  petitions.  This  was  a 
very  short  document,  and  its  printing  would  in- 
volve a  very  trifling  expense.  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  the  request  would  not,  in  this  instance, 
be  refused. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  repeated  it  as  his  under- 
standing, that  the  general  practice  of  the  Senate 
was  against  the  printing  of  memorials  and  peti- 
tions of  a  private  character.  Such  as  emanated 
from  legislative  bodies  only  had  been  allowed  to 
be  printed.  But  as  the  question  might  be  as  well 
taken  on  the  printing,  he  would  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  it  was  not  usual  to  print  pa- 
pers of  this  kind  until  they  had  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing.  He  would  say  to  his 
friend  from  Ohio,  that  the  expense  incurred  by  the 
Senate  for  printing  was  very  considerable.  We 
are  now  engaged  in  the  prosecution  of  a  war  which 
requires  all  the  money  we  have  to  spare.  And  if 
we  are  to  open  the  door  to  this  new  expenditure, 
it  was  impossible  to  see  where  we  could  stop. 
,  Mr.  CORWIN  said,  if  the  refusal  to  print  this 
small  affair  was  put  on  the  ground  of  economy,  he 
had  no  alternative  but  to  withdraw  his  motion. 


He  accordingly  withdrew  the  motion  to  print. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  documents  in  rela- 
tion to  the  claim  of  Margueritta  Reneau,  a  lialf- 
breed  Osage,  for  compensation  for  land  reserved 
to  her  under  the  treaty  of  1825;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMIT'T'EES. 

By  Mr.  MILLER,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia:  A  joint  resolution  authoriz- 
ing the  erection  on  the  public  grounds  in  the  city 
of  Washington  of  a  monument  to  George  Wash- 
ington. 

Mr.  M.  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  to 
take  up  the  resolution  and  dispose  of  it  at  once. 
It  did  not  appropriate  any  money,  nor  involve  any 
principle. 

Mr.  SEVIER  thought  it  had  better  lie  over  until 
Monday;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  to  \vhom  was  referred  the  resolution  in- 
quiring into  the  causes  of  the  delay  in  printing  the 
message  and  accompanying  documents,  read 'a  let- 
ter from  the  contractors,  stating  that  the  cause  of 
the  delay  is  simply  on  account  of  the  magnitude 
of  the  documents,  which  will  be  upwards  of  1,300 
pages,  and  that  1,000  copies  would  be  delivered 
on  the  15th  day  of  January  instant;  and  also  had 
informed  the  committee  that  they  have  now  ready 
for  delivery,  if  desired,  a  document  of  940  pages, 
embracing  the  message,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  documents,  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  and  documents,  and  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  and  documents;  and  that 
the  committee  had  directed  the  printers  to  deliver 
one  copy  to  each  member  of  Congress,  and  to  re- 
serve the  remainder  until  all  are  completed. 
BOUNTIES    TO  VOLUNTEERS. 

By  Mr.  BADGER,  from  the  •  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  :  A  bill  to  promote  the  filling  up 
of  vacancies  in  the  regiments  and  companies  of 
volunteers  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  having  been  read  a  first  time — 

Mr.  BADGER  said  he  would  ask  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  take  up  this  bill  for  con- 
sideration. Many  officers  now  here  had  been 
sent  home  for  the  purpose  of  filling  up  the  vacan- 
cies which  had  occurred  in  their  corps.  These 
officers  find  themselves  in  great  difficulty,  inasmuch 
as  the  existing  law  authorizing  a  bounty  of  twelve 
dollars  to  every  soldier  of  the  regular  army  to  be 
paid  him  on  enlistment  has  not  been  extended  to 
the  volunteer  corps.  They  have,  therefore,  found 
it  impossibtb  to  raise  volunteers  to  supply  the  de- 
ficiencies in  the  different  corps.  The  interests  of 
the  service  require  that  the  regiments  should  be 
filled  without  delay.  In  the  New  York  regiments 
alone  there  are  twelve  hundred  required;  and  it  is 
indispensable  that  they  should  be  raised  and  trans- 
ported without  delay.  They  ought  to  be  in  Mex- 
ico before  March,  that  they  may  have  left' Vera 
Cruz  before  the  setting  in  of  tlie  sickly  season, 
which  usually  commences  in  April:  so  that  any 
delay  in  the  action  on  this  bill  miicht  prevent  the 
sending  the  troops  in  such  a  condition  as  to  ensure 
their  efficiency  on  reaching  the  seat  of  war.  The 
object  of  this  bill  is  to  extend  the  lx)unty  now  al- 
lowed to  regulars,  to  such  volunteers  as  may  be 
recruited  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  regiments  now  in 
the  service.  The  emergency  is  great,  and  as  some 
delay  may  take  place  in  the  passage  of  the  bill  to 
increase  the  army,  which  is  now  pending',  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  this  bill  will  be  permitted  to  pass 
through  to-day.  There  was  no  division  of  opin- 
ion in  the  committee  as  to  the  pro|H-iety  of  the 
measure,  and  probably  there  would  be  none  in  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time,  and  taken 
up  as  iu  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  JEFFERSON  DAVIS  asked  if  the  first 
and  second  regiments  of  dragoons  and  the  mount- 
ed riflemen  had  not  been  accidentally  omitted. 

Mr.  BADGER  replied  that  the  omission  was 
not  accidental,  but  the  object  of  the  committee 
was  to  confine  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  the  ac- 
tual emergency.  But  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  JEFFERSON  DAVIS  then  moved  the 
amendment,  so  as  to  make  the  bill  read  thus  : 

Be  it  enruled  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reinescitlatii'es 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Consrcw  ussriiift/ci/,  Tlint 
die  ticcoiid  s(u-li(in  ol'tlie  act  eniitl.'d  "  An  art  to  encourage 
eiilistmt'iits  in  the  iof!iiliir  ariiiv,''a|>l'r"^'*'''  Jumiary  twelfth, 
nighteeii  hundred  and  lorty-SKveii,  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, extended  to  iiicludu  such  noii-comiuissioiieU  otlicers, 
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inu-irian-^iaiid  privatc>,  ns  may  lie  recruited  to  fill  vacan- 
cies ill  the  first  and  second  regiments  of  dragoons  and  the 
reginifint  of  mounted  ritleinenr!""'  in  regiments  or  compa- 
nies of  volunteers  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates, 
during  the  war  with  .Mexico. 

Mr.  DOWNS  su^^ested  the  propriety  of  ex- 
tentlinsr  tlie  bouoty  to  all  new  regiments,  instead 
of  coiifinino-  it  to  those  volunteers  who  might  be 
recruited  to  fill  vacancies. 

ISIr.  RUSK  said  that  was  provided  for  by  the 
secoTid  section  of  the  act  which  this  bill  proposed 
to  extend. 

Mr.  CASS  stated  that  the  bill  was  drafted  to 
meet  the  necessities  of  the  service. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Davis  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended;  and  the  amendment  havinjj  been  con- 
curred in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  ens;rossed  for 
a  third  reading,  and  was  then  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

BILLS  tNTRODUCED- 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana:  A  bill  to 
provi,de  for  a  survey  of  the  mouth  of  Red  river,  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Also,  by  the  same,  a  joint  resolution  providing 
for  the  payment  of  certain  claims  under  the  treaty 
between  the  United  Stales  and  Mexico,  of  April 
4,  1839. 

[The  joint  resolution  authorizes  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasi\ry  to  ascertain  the  amount  unpaid  of 
the  sums  awarded  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners 
appointed  under  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  of  the 
4th  April,  1839,  including  principal  and  interest, 
and  pay  tlie  amount  so  found  to  the  owners  of  the 
certificates  issued  for  the  amounts  awarded.] 

MESSRS.  RITCHIE  AND  HEISS. 
Mr.  MASON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resol>:etl,  That  the  editors  of  the  Union,  a  newspaper 
printed  at  VVasliington,  and  who  were  late  printers  to  the 
Senate,  he  hereifter  entitled  to  the  same  access  to  the  floor 
of  the  Senate  which  is  now  extended  to  others  who  were 
former  like  printers. 

Mr.  M.  said  thai  the  resolution  had  been  drafted 
with  some  care,  and  on  consultation  with  several 
Senators,  some  of  whom  had  voted  in  the  affirm- 
ative on  the  propositions  of  last  session,  and  he 
therefore  presumed  there  would  be  no  objection  to 
its  adoption. 

Mr.  MANGUM.     Let  it  lie  over. 

And,  of  course,  the  resolution  lies  o^er  under 
the  rule. 

On  motion,  Ordered,  That  when  the  Senate  ad- 
journs, it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday^ 

Mr.  DICKINSON  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
on  Monday,  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  the  resolu- 
tions he  had  offered  some  time  since. 

PURSERS. 

The  bill  to  provide  an  additional  number  of  purs- 
ers ir^the  navy  coming  up  for  consideration  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  B.A.DGER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
first  section,  by  sinking  out  the  words  "by  war- 
rant," and  inserting  "by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate."  He  thought  that  the  purs- 
ers in  the  navy  ought  to  be  put  on  a  footing  with 
commissioned* officers  in  the  service,  instead  of 
merely  occupying  the  rank  of  warrant  officers.  His 
ameMdment  proposed  this  change. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  suggested  the  propriety  of 
postponing  the  bill  to  allow  time  to  examine  the 
subject. 

Mr.  BADGER  said  he  had  no  objection  to  post- 
ponement. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  YULEE,  the  bill  was  then 
Jaid  on  the  table  for  the  nresent. 

LAND    WARRANTS. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  military 
land  warrants. 

The  bill  being  under  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole —  ♦• 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  was  not  in  my  seat 
when  the  motion  was  made  the  other  day  for  the 
postponement  of  this  bill;  but  I  have  been  inform- 
ed of  the  objections  that  were  made  to  the  bill,  and 
I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  obviatmg  them.  I  under- 
stand that  my  friend  over  the  way  doubted  whether 
warrants  for  bounty  land.s  to  scildiers  in  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain  arc  in  existence.  My  in- 
formation on  this  suljjcct  i.s  based  not  only  upon 
the  .statutes,  but  upon  the  statements  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions,  and  the  Commissioner  of 


I  the  Land  OtHce.     The  bill  upon  your  table  is  but 
i  a  transcript  of  former  laws  upon  the  subject.    The 
j  pi-ovisions  of  the  general  law  were  renewed  in  1842, 
and   continued  for  five  years,  and  that  act  conse- 
'  quently  expired  in  the  past  year. 
j       Mr.  U.  read  from  the  act  and  also  from  commu- 
nications received  from  the  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
I  sions,  and   the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office. 
i  Now,  continued  Mr.  U.,  all  that  the  bill  on  your 
I  table   proposes  to  do  is  to  prevent  the  statute  of 
limitations  from    applying  against  the  soldiers  of 
j  the    late    war,    and    to  grant    them  an   additional 
five  years  for  producing  satisfactory  proof  of  their 
claims  and  receiving  laiids. 

Mr.  SEVIER  reiterated  his  objections  to  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  Pass  such  a  law  as  this,  he 
said,  and  no  man  knows  how  many  old  claims 
will  be  brought  forward,  which  have  been  hereto- 
fore rejected  by  Congress.  I  believe  we  have 
already  paid  more  land  claims  for  military  ser- 
vices than  we  ever  had  troops  in  the  field.  I  hope, 
at  least,  that  some  data  will  be  procured  from  the 
Land  Office,  to  show  how  many  claims  are  yet 
outstanding.  This  bill,  1  suppose,  is  to  pay  all 
the  old  Virginia  claims. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  will  say  to  my  friend  j 
over  the  way,  that  I  have  no  objection  whatever 
to  procure  all  the  information  which  he  seems  de- 
sirous of  examining  before  voting  upon  the  bill; 
but  I  take  occasion  now  to  correct  a  mistake  into 
which  he  has,  no  doubt  unintentionally,  fallen. 
He  said  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  he  sup- 
posed, would  satisfy  all  the  Virginia  claims.  That 
is  a  mistake.  Virginia  had  two  regiments  in  the 
Revolution — a  Stale  regiment  and  a  Continental 
regiment.  As  far  as  the  Continental  regiment 
was  concerned,  they  were  to  receive  lands  at  the 
hands  of  this  Government ;  but  so  far  as  the  State 
line  of  Virginia  troops  are  concerned,  there  is  no 
provision  made  for  them  here. 

Mr.  RUSK.     I  have  the  information  which  is 
desired  by  the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  in  a  letter 
from  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions. 
The  letter  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CASS,  the  bill  was  then  laid 
on  the  table  for  the  present. 

THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate^  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  increase  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time;  and,  the  ques- 
tion being  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  HALE  said  :  Feeling  compelled,  from  my 
convictions  of  duly,  to  take  a  course  in  reference  to 
this  bill  in  which  I  am  aware  very  few  Senators 
will  entirely  coincide,  I  have  thought,  humble  as 
is  the  sphere  in  which  I  move,  that  it  was  due  to 
those  who  placed  me  in  the  position  I  occupy,  to 
let  my  vote  upon  the  bill  go  out  accompanied  with 
the  reasons  which  have  induced  me  to  take  the 
course  which  I  am  about  to  take.  I  would  have 
been  glad  if  older  and  abler  Senators  had  favored 
the  Senate  with  their  views  in  opposition  to  this 
bill.  1  would  have  been  glad  if  the  action  of  the 
Senate  upon  the  bill  had  been  delayed  until  the 
documents  coming  from  the  several  departments, 
and  whi'ch  we  are  well  nigh  getting,  had  been 
placed  before  us,  so  that  we  might  have  had  all 
the  light  that  could  be  thrown  upon  that  which,  in 
my  mind,  is  a  dark  subject  at  the  lightest;  but 
seeing  that  the  bill  is  likely  to  go  through  the 
forms  of  legislation,  and  become  a  law  without 
having  those  lights  before  us,  I  have  thought  it 
necessary  to  trespass  briefly  upon  the  time  of  the 
Senate,  in  order  to  e.Kpress  the  views  which  I  en- 
tertain. It  may  be  said  that  I  do  not  stand  much 
in  need  of  light,  because  I  have  already  declared 
that  I  stand  here  prepared  to  vote  against  the  war 
in  all  its  forms;  against  any  measures  for  the  sup- 
ply of  troops,  either  regulars  or  volunteers,  (and 
if  there  are  any  other  kinds,  I  go  against  them;) 
because  I  stand  prepared  to  vote  against  the  ap- 
propriation of  a  single  dollar  beyond  the  simple 
i  ainount — as  I  have  before  suggested — which  will 
j  be  sufficient  to  bring  home  your  troops  by  the 
shortest  nnd  cheapest  route.  Entertaining  these 
views,  before  entering  upon  the  discussion  of  the 
bill,  i  want  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  a  sentiment 
which  I  have  heard  avowed  here  and  elsewhere, 
and  it  is,  that  when  the  country  is  engaged  in 
war  we  lose  all  discretion,  we  have  nothing  to  do 
but  grant  the  supplies  that  are  demanded  of  us, 
on  ap|:^-al  being  made  to  our  patriotism — patriot- 
ism can  only  find   rightful  action   in  a  support  of 


the  war;    that  there   is   no   patriotism    anywhere 
else,  and  that  the  Administration,  which  has  been 
so  fortunate  or  unfortunate  as  to  plunge  the  coun- 
try into  a  war,  has  only  to  appeal  to  the  country, 
and  expect  to   receive   no  other  response  except 
hearty  and  unanimous  support.    And  this  doctrine 
has  been  carried   so  far,  and   in  such  hiffh  places, 
that   the  President  of  the  United  Stales  has  de- 
nounced as   treason  the   opposition   of  Congress, 
although  his  mode  of  prosecuting  the  war  did  not 
accord  with  their  convictions.     I  recollect  but  one 
incident  in   my  reading  of  history  which  is  anal- 
ogous.    It  is  stated  by  an  English  historian,  that 
when  Q,ueen  Elizabeth  had  summoned  her  Parlia- 
ment, and  they  were  about  to  organize   for  busi- 
ness, she  sent  her  messenger  to   them  with  this 
royal  mandate  :  she   told  them  to  be  very  careful 
that  they  did  not  meJdIe  with  affairs  of  Stale,  "  be- 
cause," said  she,  "such  things  are  altogether  beyond 
the  compass  of  your  narrow  un^lerstanding."  Well, 
our  royal  President  did  not  follow  exactly  in  the 
footsteps  of  Elizabeth.     He  did  not  question  the 
understanding  of  Congress,  but  their  patriotism. 
Now,  let  us  see  where  this  doctrine  will  carry  us. 
Let  us  see   to   what   it    will   lead.     Suppose  you 
should  have  an  exceedingly  bad   and  corrupt  Ad- 
ministration— mind,  I  do  not  say  that  this  is  such 
an  Administration,  or  that  we  are  ^'er  likely  to 
have  such  a  one — but  suppose  that  such   a  thing 
were  possible,  and  that  the  measures  of  the  Presi- 
dent had  become  exceedingly  odious,  oppressive, 
burdensome,  and  intolerable,  and  that  noies  of  dis- 
approbation were   beginning  to  be  heard  from  the 
people  assembled   in  their  primary  meetings;  that 
the  tones  of  indignation  at  last  penetrate  the  walls 
of  the  palace,   and  the  President,   finding  that  he 
could  not  stand  against  the  united  will  of  an   in- 
jured people,  what  has  he  to  do?     Ought  he  to  de- 
sist in  his  course  of  wrong-doing,  or  to  retrace  his 
steps.'     No,  sir;  this  is  not  the  path  to  popularity; 
according  to  his  new  school  of  ethics  and  morals,' 
he  has  only  to  go  on  and  plunge  the  country  into 
war,  and,  if  he  can   manage  so  skillfully  as  to  in- 
volve the  country  in  two  wars  at  once,  so  much  the 
better — so  much  the  more  glory  for  him;  a  populari- 
ty greater  than  that  of  a  Washington  ora  Jack.son. 
This  is  the  inference,  the  plain  and   unmistakable 
inference.     War,  instead  of  being,  as  it  is  said  to 
be  by  all  writers  on  ethics  or  politics,  the  direst 
calamity  which  Heaven  in  its  wrath  can  send  upon 
a  nation,  is  converted  by  this  alchemy  into  a  heal- 
ing Bethesda,   in   which   political    profligacy  and 
corruption  of  the  darkest  hue  may  wash  itself  and 
be  clean.     Sir,  I   utterly  deny  the   soundness   of 
this  doctrine,  that  Congress  ought  to  have  no  voice 
beyond   granting  the  supplies.     If  there  ever  is  a 
time  when  opposition  should   be  vigilant,  scrupu- 
lous, watchful,  noticing  everything  that  is  wrong, 
it  is  at  a  time  when,  through  the   acts  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, the  country  is  burdened  with  an  un- 
necessary war.     When  the  fruits  of  industry  are 
consumed  for  the  support  of  such  war,  and  when 
we  are  surrounded    by  all  the   horrors  which  war 
brings   in   its   train,  if  there   ever  is  a   time  that 
should   put  men  upon   their  individual  judgment, 
reflection,  and   responsibility,   it  is   such  a  time; 
and  such  is  our  position  now,  and  we  are  there  by 
the  unadvised,  unconstitutional,  and  illegal  acts  of 
the  President.   I  propose,  I  say,  to  do  what  I  may, 
feeble  as  it  may  be,  to  place  the  country  right.     I 
have  never  learned  in  that  school  of  moral  or  po- 
litical science,  that  by  persevering  in  an  unconsti- 
tutional and  wrong  course,  we  shall  ever  come  out 

And,  sir,  there  is  another  view  that  is  sometimes 
taken,  which  certainly  does  not  accord  with  my 
own  convictions,  and  upon  which  I  wish  to  say  a 
word  or  two  at  this  time,  (and  I  do  it  with  defer- 
enceito  the  opinions  of  abler  men  about  me,)  and 
which  relates  to  the  course  which  those  should 
take  who  believe  the  war  to  be  wrong,  radically 
wrong.  Why,  I  think  I  iiave  heard  an  idea  some- 
thing like  this:  The  country  is  engaged  in  a  war 
which  is  unjustifiable;  we  confess  it  is  wrong  to 
go  on — w.c  see  clearly  it  is  wrong;  nevertheless, 
we  are  now  at  war,  and  the  President  calls  on  us 
for  supplies  of  men  and  money,  and  Senators  say 
they  will  vote  men  and  money;  but  by  some  sort 
of  a  process  which  escapes  my  comprehension, 
they  imagine  they  are  goin^  to  ihrow  the  respon- 
sibiliiy  on  the  President.  I  confess  I  do  not  un- 
derstand how  they  are  to  escape  from  their  due 
share  of  responsibility;  they  must  share  the  re- 
sponsibility with  the  President,  let  the  character  of 
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the  act  be  what  it  may.  If  the  war  be  wrong,  put 
an  end  to  it  at  once.  I  have  no  doubt  the  Presi^ 
dent  will  be  exceedingly  gratified  with  opposition 
of  this  kind.  You  will  hear  nothing  about  a  fac- 
tious opposition  in  the  organ  of  the  Administra- 
tion. The  President  would  care  little  for  the  op- 
position of  the  whole  world,  if  it  were  an  oppo- 
sition of  this  kind.  It  i.'3*very  like  Sam  Weller, 
who  happened  to  find  himself  in  prison,  and  a 
person  whom  he  met  was  bewailing  the  misfor- 
tune of  having  a  thousand  pounds  left  to  him  by 
will,  which  circumstance  had  been  the  occasion  of 
his  imprisonment.  "I  wish,''  exclaimed  Sam, 
*'  all  my  enemies  would  try  to  ruin  me  in  that 
way."  Just  so  with  the  President.  You  tell  him 
he  is  wrong,  while  at  the  same  time  you  vote  him 
all  the  men  and  money  that  he  asks  you  for. 

Believing  that  the  cause  of  this  war  is  radically 
wrong,  I  hold  it  to  be  the  first,  the  plainest,  and 
the  simplest  duty  of  those  v/ho  think  as  I  do,  to 
withhold  supplies,  and  compel  the  President  to  do 
what  we  believe  to  be  right.  Believing  there  is  a 
strict  and  pertinent  analogy  between  the  course  to 
be  pursued  by  Congress,  and  that  which  is  taken 
by  the  British  Parliament,  I  consider  that  the 
cour.se  of  those  who  think  the  war  wrong,  is  plain 
and  clear,  and  admits  of  no  mistake.  Upon  a 
question  of  voting  supplies,  I  think  the  very  first 
thing  to  be  inquired  into  by  Congress,  is,  whether 
the  object  foi-  which  the  supplies  are  demanded  is 
a  correct  and  legitimate  object.  If  it  be  determined 
that  the  object  is  a  proper  one,  let  the  supplies 
be  granted;  if  otherwise,  withhold  them.  This  is 
my  understanding  of  the  nature  of  our  Constitu- 
tion. I  have  heard  our  Government  spoken  of  as 
a  government  of  checks  and  balances,  but  when 
you  speak  of  the  President  having  the  power  to 
make  war  unconstitutionally  and  illegally,  I  cannot 
understand  the  cause  or  propriety  of  that  course 
of  conduct  which  would  sustain  him  in  his  uncon- 
stitutional act. 

Believing,  then,  that  the  question  of  this  war  is 
a  question  which  ought  to  be  discussed;  that  it  lies 
at  the  very  bottom  of  the  question  of  supplies,  I 
will  proceed  to  give  my  views  to  the  Senate  and 
the  country,  of  this  war.  And,  as  I  suggested  the 
other  day,  in  the  few  remarks  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  submit,  I  believe  that  the  cause  of  the 
war  lies  a  little  deeper  than  any  that  has  been  as- 
signed by  those  who  have  expressed  their  opinions 
upon  the  subject.  I  believe  that  the  question, 
whether  it  arose  from  the  march  of  General  Tay- 
lor to  the  Rio  Grande,  or  whether  any  of  those 
incidental  and  temporary  movements  were  the  im- 
media,te  cause  of  thg  war,  is  entirely  irrelevant. 
The  cause,  sir,  lies  deeper  than  any  of  these;  and 
when  I  speak  of  the  causes  of  the  v/ar,  permit  me 
to  say,  that  I  do  it  with  no  desire  to  introduce  ex- 
citing or  angry  discussion,  or  to  arouse  unpleasant 
feeling;  but  having  a  duty  to  perform  here,  I  must 
do  it  fearlessly — I  must  do  my  duty  as  an  American 
Senator,  feeble  ks  it  may  be.  And  when  we  speak 
of  the  causes  of  this  war,  I  must  avow  my  convic- 
tion, beyond  a  cavil  or  a  doubt,  to  be,  that  it  lies 
in  the  avowed  policy  of  the  American  Government 
— a  policy  which  was  avowed  four  years  ago — to 
make  the  extension  of  human  slavery  one  of  its 
primary  motives  of  action.  And  when  I  say  this, 
let  me  be  understood.  I  refer  to  the  prmciple 
avowed  in  the  diplomatic  correspondence  which 
preceded  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States.  And  permit  me  to  say,  that  in  approaching 
this  question,  I  do  it  with  a  desire  and  a  disposi- 
tion to  do  full  justice  to  the  officers  of  this  Govern- 
ment who  were  engaged  in  that  correspondence. 
I  will  do  them  the  justice  to  .'say,  that  what  they 
did,  they  did  manfully  and  aboveboard.  There 
was  no  concealment.  They  came  outboldly.  Their 
course  was  very  different  from  that  of  a  set  of  men 
we  have  among  us,  called  Northern  men  with 
Southern  principles — men  who  profess  to  be  against 
slavery,  but  who  are  nevertheless'  enlisted  in  the 
slaveholding  interest,  ready  todoslavery's  bidding. 
That  was  not  the  case  with  the  men  to  whom  I 
have  referred.  They  caine  out  boldly  and  avowed 
the  object  at  which  they  aimed,  and  the  means  by 
which  they  proposed  to  attain  it.  Let  this  be  ever 
said  to  their  credit. 

In  that  correspondence,  the  objects  of  this  Gov- 
ernment arc  as  evident,  as  much  beyond  contro- 
versy, as  anything  can  possibly  be.  No,  sir.  If 
the  fingers  of  a  hand  were  sent  from  the  throne  of 
Eternal  light,  to  write  this  upon  the  wall  over 
your   head,  it  would  not   flasli   conviction  more 


readily  to  the  mind  than  is  done  by  a  perusal  of 
that  correspondence.  I  will  not  go  through  the 
whole  of  it,  but  will  content  myself  with  sending 
to  the  Clerk  and  asking  him  to  read  an  extract 
from  this  letter: 

"Department  of   State, 

"  JVashAiis^ton,  Mi2,ust  8,  1843. 

"  Sir:  A  private  letter  from  a.  citizen  in  Maryland,  tlien 
in  London,  contains  the  following  passage  : 

"'  I  learn,  from  a  source  entitled  to  the  fullest  confidence, 
'that  there  is  now  here  a  Mr.  Andrews, deputed  hy  tlieaho- 
'  litinnists  of  Texas  to  negotiate  with  the  British  Govern- 
'  meht;  that  he  has  seen  Lord  Aberdeen,  and  submitted  his 
'  project  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  Texas  ;  wliich.is,  that 
'there  shall  be  organized  a  company  in  England  who  s^iall 
.'  advance  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  slaves  now  in  Tex- 
'  as,  and  receive  in  payment  Texas  lands  ;  that  the  sum  thus 
'advanced  shall  be  paid  over  as  an  indemnity  for  theabnli- 
'tion  of  slavery;  and  [  am  authorized  by  the  Texan  Miiiis- 
'  ter  to  say  to  you,  that  Ijord  Aberdeen  has  agreed  that  the 
'British  Government  will  guaranty  the  payment  of  the  in- 
'terest  on  this  loan,  upon  condition  that  the  Texan  Govern- 
'ment  will  abolish  slavery.'  " 

This  proposition,  it  will  be  seen,  was  exceed- 
ingly simple  and  easy  to  be  understood.  It  an- 
nounced, not  that  tliere  was  a  scheme  on  foot 
amongst  a  set  of  fanatical  politicians,  to  decoy 
away  the  slaves,  not  to  steal  them — nothing  of  that 
sort;  but  a  proposition  had  been  entertained,  by 
which  the  Government  and  slaveholders  of  Texas 
agreed  to  abolish  slavery,  and  for  this  agreement 
on  their  part,  it  was  said  that  a  company  had 
agreed  to  advance  a  stipulated  price.  What  right 
had  our  Government  to  interfere?  The  Secretary 
says,  "  a  movement  of  this  sort  cannot  be  contem- 
plated in  silence."  I  agree  it  should  not;  but 
what  should  every  American  heart  have  said 
when  it  was  found  that  a  scheme  of  this  kind  was 
on  foot.^  Should  they  nokhave  burst  out  in  thank- 
ful aspirations  to  Almighty  God,  that  such  a 
scheme  of  benevolence  as  that,  had  even  been 
thought  of.  I  think  the  Secretary  says  well  in 
saying  that  they  could  not  look  oVi  in  silence. 

The  Secretary  further  says,  "  such  an  .attempt 
upon  any  neighboring  country  would  necessarily 
be  viewed  by  this  Government  with  very  deep  con- 
cern." 

Certainly,  they  should  have  looked  on  with  deep 
concern— as  deep  as  that  with  which  affection 
watches  by  the  side  of  dying  love — now  gathering 
hope  from  the  symptoms  that  the  smiles  of  health 
will  again  smooth  the  cheek  of  love,  and  then 
trembling  lest  the  pall  of  despair  should  settle  on 
our  hopes. 

Again,  he  says:  "  It  cannot  be  permitted  to  suc- 
ceed without  the  most  strenuous  efforts  on  our  part 
to  arrest  a  calamity  so  seriou.s  to  every  part  of  our 
country. "  A  calamity  so  serious  to  every  part  of 
the  country;  so  serious  to  New  Hampshire,  to 
Massachusetts,  and  the  other  New  England  States  I 
And,  sir,  this  bill  which  is  now  before  you  is  one 
of  the  measures  which  are  to  be  adopted  to  re- 
deem the  pledge  thus  made.  In  the  same  letter  it 
is  said: 

"  The  establishment,  in  the  very  midst  of  our  slavehold- 
ing States,  of  an  independent  Government,  forbidding  the 
existence  of  slavery,  and  by  a  people  born,  for  the  most 
part,  among  us,  reared  up  in  our  habits,  and  speaking  our 
language,  could  not  fail  to  produce  the  most  unhappy  ef- 
fects upon  both  parties." 

When  I  saw  it  formally  announced  by  the  Gov- 
ernment that  it  could  not  pioduce  any  but  "  un- 
happy effects,"  I  thought  that  I  was  mistaken  in 
the  reading.  I  thought  it  must  be  a  mistake  of 
the  printer;  but  I  found  that  it  was  no  mistake — 
that  the  announcement  was  really  made.  What  a 
mistake,  then,  did  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  make  in 
coming  to  found  a  colony  in  the  New  World,  where 
they  might  avoid  the  consequences  of  slavery. 
Had  they  not  slavery  enough  at  home,  that  they 
bade  farewell  to  everything  that  bound  their  hearts 
to  the  land  of  their  birth — the  land  where  the  bones 
of  their  fathers  ^reposed — and  caine  over  and  found- 
ed the  institution  of  American  slavery?  Was  it 
for  this  that  the  May  Flower  sailed  from  the  coast 
where  slavery  pVevailed?  Was  it  for  this  that 
those  patriots  wandered  from  England  to  Hol- 
land, and  from  Holland  here?  In  Heaven's  name, 
was  not  England  oppressive  enough  ?  One  more 
extract,  and  I  leave  the  letter: 

"Few  calamities  could  befall  this  country  more  to  be  de- 
plored than  theestnblishnientof  a  priulominant  British  influ- 
ence and  the  abolition  of  domestic  slavery  in  Texas." 

Few  calamities  could  befall  the  country  like 
this! 

I  had  understood,  up  to  the  time  when  I  read 
this  declaration,  that  the  institution  of  slavery,  for 
good  or  bad,  was  a  State  institution.     I  thought  it 


was  one  which  the  General  Government  had  no 
right  to  touch.  Everything  that  I  had  ever  heard 
upon  the  subject  had  tended  to  take  that  institution 
from  the  cognizance  of  the  General  Government, 
and  make  it  exalusively  a  subject  of  State  policy. 
But  here  I  find  it  baptized,  and  made  one  of  the 
gods  before  which  the  whole  people  are  to  bow 
down  and  worship. 

From  this  cause,  whether  remote  or  immediate, 
this  war  proceeded.  Can  any  man  deny  this? 
We  may  haveour  doubts  whether,  if  there  had  been 
more  caution  and  prudence,  this  war  would  have 
been  precipitated  upon  us  at  so  early  a  period.  But 
is  it  not  evident  that  the  whole  matter  springs  from 
this?  Was  not  annexation  itself  an  act  of  war? 
War  was  existing  between  Mexico  and  Texas 
at  the  time.  By  the  \&vy  fact  of  annexing  to  our- 
selves one  of  the  belligerent  nations,  we  incurred 
the  responsibilijy  of  fighting  her  battles.  If  this, 
then,  be  the  cause  of  the  war,  I  come  next  to  the 
question,  how  this  war  commenced  ?  Well,  sir,  it 
may  seem  exceedingly  strange  that  one  should  be 
found  asking  that  question  at  this  time,  when  the' 
President  has  told  us  over  and  over  again  so  many 
times  how  it  commenced — that  it  commenced  by 
the  act  of  Mexico.  Said  the  President,  in  his  mes- 
sage to  Congress  of  the  11th  May,  1846  : 

"  In  my  message  at  the  commencement  of  the  present 
session,  I  inlbrmed  you  that,  upon  the  earnest  appeal  lioih 
of  the  Congress  and  Convention  of  Texas,  I  had  ordered  an 
etiicient  military  force  to  take  a  position  '  between  the  Nue- 
ces and  Del  Norti'.'  This  had  become  necessary,  to  meet  a 
threatened  invasion  of  'J'exas  by  the  Mexican  forces,  for 
which  extensive  military  preparations  had  been  n;iade.  The 
invasion  was  threatened  solely  because  Texas  had  deter- 
mined, in  accordance  with  a  solemn  resolution  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  to  annex  herself  to  our  Union  ; 
and,  under  these  circumstances,  it  was  plainly  our  duty  to 
extend  our  protection  over  her  citizens  and  soil. 

"This  force  was  concentrated  at  Corpus  Christi,  and  re- 
mained there  until  after  1  had  received  such  information 
from  Mexico  .is  rendered  it  probable,  if  not  certain,  that 
tlie  Mexican  Government  would  refuse  to  receive  our 
Envoy. 

"  Meantime,  Texas,  by  the  final  .action  of  our  Congress, 
had  become  an  integral  part  of  our  Union.  The  ("ongress 
of  Texas,  by  its  afct  of  December  19,  1S33,  had  declared  the 
Rio  del  Norte  to  be  the  boundary  of  that  Republic.  Its  ju- 
risdiction had  been  extended  and  exercised  beyond  the 
Nueces.  The  country  between  that  river  and  the  Del  Norte 
had  been  represented  in  the  Congress  and  in  the  Conven 
tion  of  Texas  ;  had  thus  taken  part  in  the  act  of  annexation 
itself,  and  is  now  included  within  one  of  our  Congressional 
districts.  Our  own  Congress  bad,  moreover,  with  great 
unanimity,  by  the  act  approved  December  31,  1845,  recog- 
nized the  country  beyond  the  Nueces  as  a  part  of  our  terri- 
tory, by  including  it  within  our  own  revenue  system  ;  and 
a  revenue  officer,  to  reside  within  that  district,  hiis  been  ap- 
pointed, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 
It  became,  therefore,  of  urgent  necessity  to  provide  for  the 
defence  oLthat  portion  of  our  country.  Accordingly,  on 
the  13tli  of  January  last,  instructions  were  issued  to  the 
General  in  command  of  these  troops  to  occupy  the  left  bank 
of  the  Del  Norte." 

And  in  his  Annual  Message  to  Congress,  on  the 
8th  of  December,  1846,  he  repeats  the  assertion, 
and  he  not  only  repeats  the  declaration  that  war 
exists  by  the  act  of  Mexico,  but  he  says  every 
honoraJjle  effort  has  been  made  by  me  to  prevent  the 
war,  but  all  proved  in  vain,  and  the  war  has  come, 
notwithstanding  he  was  so  exceedingly  opposed  to 
it.  Now  I  desire  to  examine  this  matter.  The 
President  is  not  satisfied  with  thus  telling  us  that 
the  war  arose  from  the  act  of  Mexico,  and  that  he 
had  used  every  honorable  exertion  to  avoid  it.  He 
comes  forward  in  his  message  this  year  and  tella 
us  fourteen  times  distinctly,  and  several  tinries  im- 
pliedly, that  it  arose  from  the  act  of  Mexico.  It 
seeins  a  part  of  the  President's  religion,  to  accom- 
pany his  more  solemn  acts  with  the  continual  de- 
claration that  "war  exists  by  the  act  of  Mexico,' 
as  it  was  of  the  followers  of  Mohammed,  to  pre- 
face their  more  serious  sayings  with  the  oft-repeat- 
ed avowal  that  there  was  "no  God  but  Allah,  and 
Mohammed  is  his  prophet."  Now  letusexamine 
this  matter:  did  it  commence  by  the  act  of  Mex- 
ico? Such  is  not  my  reading.  The  taking  posses- 
sion of  Texas  was  of  itself  an  act  of  war.  Sir,  at 
the  time  of  the  American  Revolution,  when  France 
signed  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  us.  Great  Britain 
was  not  long  in  finding  out  that  that  was  an  act  of 
war.  But  suppose  that  act  was  not  one  of  war, 
what  follows? 

One  of  the  fundamental  conditions  of  the  joint 
resolution  for  annexing  Texas  to  the  United 
Slates,  was  war. 

"  First,  said  State  to  be  formed,  subject  to  the  adjustment 
by  this  Government  of  all  questions  of  boundary." 

"Subject  to  the  adjustment  of  all  questions  of 
boundary."  That  was  the  very  first  condition 
which  tho  American  Congress  fixed  to  the  act  of 
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annexation.  Well,  is  it  necessary  for  me  to  stand 
here  to-day  to  tell  tiie  American  people  that,  if 
there  is  a  question  of  boundary  existing,  and  one 
parly  goes  and  occupies  the  territory  to  the  ex- 
treme verge  of  the  claim,  that  is  an  act  of  war? 
Wiiy,  I  think  the  President  himself,  in  the  course 
of  the  controversy  with  Great  Britain,  must  Jiave 
found  that  this  was  the  case,  although  one  of  the 
first  acts  of  his  administration  was  to  tell  the  peo- 
ple, in  his  Inaugural  Address,  that  our  title  to  Ore- 
gon was  clear  and  unc]ueslionable.  I  saw  the 
President,  amid  the  dripping  of  the  storm,  stand- 
ing at  the  east  front  of  this  Capitol,  reminding  the 
people  how  young  a  man  he  was;  and  yet  he 
would  have  the  whole  of  Oregon.  I  almost  ex- 
pected to  hear  him  say — 

"  You'll  scarce  expect  one  of  my  age 
To  speak  in  public  on  tlie  stage." 

I  know  not  whether  I  was  most  amu.sed  at  the 
juvenility  of  the  President,  or  liis  determination 
to  seize  upon  the  whole  of  Oregon.  He  would 
not  even  submit  the  question  to  arbitration,  be- 
cause that  would  be  admitting  that  Great  Britain 
had  soiije  sort  of  title  there.  Nothing  short  of 
the  whole  would  satisfy  hirn.  Why,  a  man  could 
hardly  be  recognized  as  a  Democrat  in  the  Eastern 
States,  unless  he  was  for  claiming  the  whole  of 
Oregon.  He  must  go  for  54  40,  or  he  was  no 
Democrat;  and  one  State  Legislature  was  so  vio- 
lent in  the  cause,  that  they  were  for  claiming 
54  49.  I  wonder  it  never  occurred  to  the  Presi- 
dent to  send  our  officers  and  take  possession  of 
the  territory  up  to  that  line.  Why  did  he  not  do 
this?  Because  he  knew,  and  everybody  knew,  it 
would  be  an  act  of  war.  He  knew  it  would  be  so 
considered  by  Great  Britain,  and  resented  by  her. 
Well,  so  it  was  here.  The  sending  of  General 
Taylor  to  the  Rio  Grande  was,  beyond  all  contro- 
versy, an  act  of  war.  But  I  propose  to  give  you 
the  President's  own  account  of  it.  In  his  mes- 
Kajce  of  JVIay,  1846,  he  says : 

"The  movenicntoftlie  troops  to  the  Del  Norte  was  made  j 
by  tlie  Commanding  Gerieial,  under  positive  instructions  to  | 
alistain  from  ;i]l  aggressivf- acts  towards  Mexico,  or  Mexi-  j 
can  citizens,  and  to  regard  the  relations  between  that  Re- 
public and  the  United  States  as  peaceful,  unless  she  should 
declare  war,  or  commit   acts   of  liostility  indicative  of  a  ! 
blate  of  war.      He.  was  specially  directed  to  protect  private 
property  and  respect  personal  rights  | 

"The  army  moveil  from  Corpus  Christi  on  the  Hth  of 
>Iarch,  and  on  the  2Ptli  of  that  month  arrived  on  the  left  ! 
bank  of  the  Del  Norte,  opposite  to  Matamoros,  where  it  i 
encamped  on  a  commanding  position,  which  has  since  been  I 
strengthened  by  the  erection  of  field  works.  A  dep6t  has  [ 
also  been  established  at  Point  fsabel,  near  flie  Brazos  San- 
tia'io,  thirty  mih^s  in  rear  of  the  encampment.  The  selec-  ' 
tioii  of  his  position  was  necessarily  contidcd  to  tBe  judgment 
of  the  General  in  command.  i 

"The  Mexican  forces  at  Matamoros  assumed  a  belligerent  ; 
attitude;  and  on  the  Idth  of  April,  General  Anipudia,  then 
in  command,  notifii:d  General  'i'aylor  to  break  up  his  camp  | 
within  twenty-four  hours,  and  to  retire  beyond  the  Nueces  i 
river;  and  in  the  event  of  his  failui'e  to  comply  with  these 
d-innnds,  announced  tliat  arms,  and  arms  alone,  must  de- 
cide the  question.  But  no  open  act  of  hostility  was  com- 
inilt'd  unUl  the  24th  of  .April.  On  th.it  day,  General  Arista, 
who  had  succeeded  to  the  conunand  of  tlie  Mexican  forces, 
communicated  to  General  Taylor  that  'he  considered  hos- 
tilities commenced,  and  should  prosecute  them.'  A  party 
of  dragoons  of  sixty-three  men  and  officers  were  on  the 
Bnme  day  despatched  from  the  American  camp  up  the  Rio 
del  Norta,  on  its  left  bank,  to  ascertain  whether  tiie  Mexi- 
can troop-i  had  crossed,  or  were  preparingto  cross,  the  river, 
'  became  engaged  with  a  large  body  of  these  troops,  and, 
•after  a  short  aHair^  in  which  some  sixteeti  were  killed  and 
'  wounded,  apptar  to  have  been  surrounded  and  compelled 
'to  surrender.'  " 

He  kept  the  troops  at  Corpus  Christi  until  it 
was  rendered  certain  that  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment had  refused  to  receive  Mr.  Slidell.  Well, 
on  the  10th  day  of  November,  this  commission  was 
a|>poinled;  and,  not  being  much  acquainted  with 
jnaitersof  diploniacy,  1,  of  course,  take  what  the 
President  said  as  being  what  he  meatit. 

Mr.  SlideWs  Letter  of  Credence. 

"James  K.  Poi.k,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

"Great  and  Good  Frik.nd:  I  have  made  choice  of  .John 
P1idirll,one  of  our  diilingiiished  cilixens,  to  reside  mar  the 
Government  <if  the  Mexican  Repulilic  in  the  quality  of  Kn- 
voy  Extraordinary  and  Minimer  I'letiipotentiary  of  the  Uni- 
ted .Slates  of  America.  He  is  well  Informed  of  the  relative 
intcrisLs  of  the  two  countries,  and  of  our  sincere  desire  to 
restore,  cultivate,  and  sirengtiiiin  friendship  and  good  cor- 
respondence between  u»;  and,  from  a  knowledge  of  liix 
lidellly  and  good  conduct,  I  have  entire  conliilinee  that  he 
will  render  himself  ac-eplalib  to  the  Mivumh  (;overnmeiit, 
by  his  constant  endeavors  lo  preserve  .ind  .idvance  the  in- 
(ere.«t  and  happiness  of  both  nations.  I  tln-refore  reque«t 
your  Excellency  to  receive  him  favorably,  and  to  givR  full 
i.Tcdcncc  to  winitcvtr  he  hIiuII  May  on  the  part  of  the  Unil('(i 
Slates.  And  I  pray  God  to  have  you  in  hin  safe  and  holy 
keepinj. 

"  Wriiten  nt  the  city  of  WntiliiiiKton  the  tenth  day  of  No- 
vembur,  in  Ihu  year  uf  our  Lord  one  thuuBHiid  eight  hundred 


and  forty-five,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
the  seventieth.     Your  good  friend, 

"JA.MES  K.  POLK. 
"  By  the  President: 

"  Ja.mes  Buchanan,  Secretary  of  State. 
"  To  his  Excellency  Dox  Jost:  Joaquim  Herrera,  President 
of  the  Mexican  Republic." 

-  "And  pray  God  to  have  you  in  his  holy  care 
and  keeping  !"  How  pious  the  President  is  !  He 
prays  for  his  enemies.  This  was  written  on  the 
lOlh  of  November.  Now,  I  want  to  read  another 
document,  to  show  how  Mr.  Polk  was  treating  his 
good  friend  on  the  15th  of  June  preceding.  In  a 
confidential  commimication  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, dated  June  15,  1845,  to  General  Taylor,  I 
(ind  the  following: 

"The  point  of  your  ultimate  destination  is  the  western 
frontier  of  Texas,  where  you  will  select  and  occupy,  on  or 
near  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte,  such  a  site  as  will  consist 
with  the  health  of  the  troops,  and  will  be  best  adapted  to  re- 
pel invasion,  and  to  protect  what,  in  the  event  of  annexa- 
tion, will  be  our  western  border.  You  will  limit  yourself  to 
the  defence  of  the  territory  of  Texas,  unless  Mexico  should 
declare  war  against  the  United  States. 

"  Y'our  movement  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  your  prepa- 
rations to  embark  for  the  vvesteni  frontier  of  Texas,  are' to 
be  made  without  any  delay." 

Well,  now,  what  do  you  think  of  this  pious 
President.'  On  the  15th  of  June,  he  ordered  the 
troops  to  be  ready  to  embark  for  the  coast  of  Mex- 
ico, and  five  months  afterwards,  he  sends  a  mes- 
senger to  General  Herrera,  and  by  the  hands  of 
this  messenger,  a  supplication  to  x4.1mighty  God, 
"  to  have  him  in  his  safe  and  holy  keeping;"  lest 
this  prayer  should  fail,  he  had  taken  the  precau- 
tioil  to  send  General  Taylor  with  his  army,  five 
months  before,  to  take  him  in  his  care  and  keep- 
ing. Well,  I  will  not  detain  the  Senate  long  on 
this  part  of  the  matter.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  too 
plain  for  cavil;  and  if  I  had  the  issue  to  be  tried 
before  twelve  good  men  and  true,  the  first  witness 
I  would  call  would  be  James  K.  Polk — for  I  never 
knew  a  witness  who  was  conscious  of  telling  the 
truth,  who  found  it  necessary  to  repeat  so  often 
the  same  assertion.  Why  does  the  President  go 
into  so  long  and  labored  an  effort  to  prove  dial  we 
had  good  cause  of  war .'  If  this  were  the  case,  and 
we  had  not  commenced  it,  instead  of  being  to  our 
credit,  it  would  have  been  a  disgrace  to  us.  It 
would  have  shown  us  a  pusillanimous  nation.  It 
is,  theieforc,  &felo  de  se  of  his  argument.  Because, 
if  this  were  the  case,  it  shows  that  we  should  have 
done  what  the  Pi'csident  has  labored  to  show  we 
have  not  done.  The  President  may  conquer  Mex- 
ico, but  he  can  never  succeed  in  conquering  the 
truth.  He  may  direct  as  many  guns  to  bear  upon 
it  as  it  would  require  to  silence  a  Mexican  battery, 
but  he  will  not  be  so  successful. 

Well,  if  this  was  the  cause  of  the  war— if  this 
was  the  manner  in  which  the  war  commenced, 
what  are  we  carrying  it  on  for  now.'  What  do 
we  propose.'  What  do  we  want.'  Why,  in  the 
message  of  the  President  lo  Congress,  in  1846,  he 
tells  us  that  it  was  not  conquest  that  he  desired; 
but  in  the  message  of  this  year  he  modifies  it  a 
little.  Now,  the  conquest  he  disavows;  that  is,  he 
does  not  mean  to  .take  the  whole  of  Mexico.  I 
suppose  that  he  means  to  divide  it,  very  much  as 
Lord  Aberdeen  divided  Oregon  with  him,  to  take 
what  he  wants,  and  leave  the  rest.  He  says  "  it 
was  never  contemplated  by  me  to  make  a  perma- 
nent conquest  of  Mexico,  or  to  desti-oy  her  nation- 
ality." Well,  sir,  actions  speak  louder  than 
words;  and  I  need  not  admonish  gentlemen  on 
this  floor  of  this  fact,  for  I  have  proof  in  my  hand. 
What  does  the  President  tell  you  .'  I  heard  it  as- 
serted by  a  Senator  the  other  day  that  Senators 
voted  for  the  appropriation  of  the  war  under  a  pro- 
test. That  they  did  it  for  nothing  else  than  to  re- 
lieve General  Taylor  from  the  critical  position  in 
which  he  was  placed.  The  Presi,dent  came  and 
made  the  thrilling  announcement  that  American 
blood  had  been  shed  on  American  soil.  And 
while  every  heart  palpitated  at  such  an  outrage. 
Senators,  anxious  to  relieve  Cieneral  Taylor,  were 
now  willing  to  vote  the  su])jilies  required,  even 
though  the  bill  for  raising  them  was  accompanied 
by  the  declaration  which,  at  that  time,  they  be- 
lieved to  be  untrue,  that  "war  existed  by  the  act 
of  Mexico."  They  gave  their  votes  under  the  pi'o- 
tcst  that  it  was  expressly  for  the  relief  of  General 
Taylor.  And  what  does  the  President  now  say  to 
those  Senator.s  ?  Why,  ho  says  you  did  not  mean 
any  such  thing.  You  could  not  have  meant  it. 
You  knew  that  indemnity  must  be  acquired.  Sen- 
ators, when  you  {Kissed  that  vole,  you  idl  meant 
to  get  territory.     The  President  has  said  so.     He  I 


is  your  Executive  officer — surely  he  ought  to 
know;  and  the  President  has  a  right  to  say  it,  be- 
cause actions  speak  louder  than  words.  You 
voted  him  the  men  and  the  money;  you  gave  liim 
the  sword  and  the  purse;  and  you  gave  him  un- 
limited license  to  conduct  the  war  as  he  pleased, 
and  now  you  must  pans  this  bill.  Give  him  the 
ten  regiments  of  regulars,  and  afterwards  twenty 
regiments  of  volunteers,  and  let  him  thus,  accord- 
ing to  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  increase  his 
available  forces  in  Mexico  to  ninety  thousand,  and 
go  on  subjugating  that  country,  and  what  will  he 
tell  you  at  the  ne.Xt  session.'     He  now  tells  you: 

"Congress  could  not  liave  meant,  when,  in  May,  184G, 
they  appropriated  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and  authorized  the 
President  to  employ  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  accept  the  services  of  fifty  thousand 
volunteers,  to  enable  him  to  prosecute  the  war;  and  when, 
at  their  last  session,  and  after  our  army  had  invaded  Mex- 
ico, they  made  additional  appropriations,  and  authorized 
the  raising  of  additional  troops  for  the  same  purpose, — 
that  no  indemnity  was  to  be  obtained  from  Mexico  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  war;  and  yet  it  was  certain  that,  if  no 
Mexican  territory  was  acquired,  no  indemnity  could  be  ol)- 
tained. 

"  It  is  further  manifest  that  Congress  contemplated  terri- 
torial indemnity,  from  the  fact  that,  at  their  last  session,  an 
act  was  passed,  upon  the  Executive  recommendation,  ap- 
j)ropriating  three  millions  of  dollars  with  that  express  ob- 
ject. This  appropriation  was  made  '  lo  enable  the  President 
to  conclude  a  treaty  of  pe.ice,  limits,  and  boundaries  with 
the  Republic  of  Mexico,  to  be  used  by  him  in  the  event 
that  said  treaty,  when  signed  by  the  authorized  agents  of 
the  two  Governments,  and  duly  ratified  by  Mexico,  shall 
call  for  the  expenditure  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof.' 
The  object  of  asking  this  appropriation  was  distinctly  stated 
in  the  several  messages  on  the  subject  which  I  coinrauni- 
cated  to  Congress." 

Vote  him  now  the  men  and  money  he  now 
asks,  and  what  will  he  tell  you  at  the  next  ses- 
sion.' Why,  that  Congress  intended  to  overrun 
all  Mexico!  He  will  say,  You  meant  that  I 
should  carry  destruction  throughout  the  whole  of 
that  country  ;  that 

"  I  should  dip  my  sword  in  blood,  and  write  my  name 
On  desolated  lands  and  cities." 

And  he  would  have  a  right  to  say  so  !  Vote  him 
the  men  and  the  money  he  wants — let  him  have 
ninety  thousand  troops  there, — ^and  he  will  enact 
scenes  that,  perhaps,  we  little  think  of;  and,  at 
the  next  session,  he  will  come  and  tell  us  that  that 
was  what  we  meant.  And  he  will  have  a  right 
to  do  S9,  because  actions  speak  louder  than  words. 
We  certainly,  in  giving  our  votes,  must  be  sup- 
posed to  have  some  object  to  attain  :  that  object 
the  President  can  construe  for  himself. 

In  regard  to  the  amendment  which  has  been 
pi-oposed  to  this  bill,  instead  of  making  it  better,  it 
leaves  it  more  obnoxious  slill.  It  leaves  it  lo  the 
President's  discretion  whether  to  embody  these 
troops  or  not;  but  that  is  the  very  thing  we  ouffht 
not  to  do.  He  has  had  disci-etion  enough.  Was 
it  not  at  his  discretion  that  our  troops  were  march- 
ed to  the  Rio  Grande .'  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
true  course  is,  to  take  the  discretion  into  our  own 
hands,  and  make  specific  appropriations  for  spe- 
cific objects.  Then  we  shall  know  for  what  ob- 
jects they  are  made. 

But  the  President  says  now,  he  does  not  want 
the  conquest  of  the  whole  of  Mexico,  but  he  wants 
indeinnity  and  security.  Well,  these  are  words 
easily  pronounced.  But  we  had  a  good  old  lessort 
in  New  England,  requiring  the  definition  of  words 
to  be  given.  Indemnity  for  what? — security  for 
what.'  I  find  the  indemnity  he  wanted  was  not 
only  indemnity  for  our  claims,  and  for  all  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war,  but,  in  addition  to  all  this,  he 
wanted  to  drive  a  bargain  with  them — he  was  not 
willing  to  make  peace  unless  they  would  sell  him 
a  part  of  their  country  with  its  inhabitants;  for  I 
read,  in  the  5th  and  6th  articles  of  the  treaty  pro- 
posed by  our  Government  to  Mexico,  as  follows, 
viz : 

-i'  .\RT.  .5.  Tn  consideration  of  the  extension  of  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  as  tln-y  are  dctincfl  by  the  preceding 
article,  .ind  by  the  stipulations  which  are  further  contained 
in  article  B,  tiie  United  Slates  abandon  forever  against  the 
United  Mexican  States  all  reclamation  on  account  of  the 
costs  of  this  war ;  and,  besides,  agree  to  pay  to  the  United 

Mexicftn  States,  in  the  city  ofTVlexico,  the  sum  of . 

"  Art.  6.  In  full  consideration  of  the  stipulations  con- 
taim:d  in  articles  4  and  8  of  this  treaty,  the  United  States 
agree  to  assume  and  pay  all  sums  at  present  due  to  claiju- 
.ints,  atui  those  which  may  be  licrciiltcr  eslnblisheri,  accord- 
ing lo  the  convention  concluded  lirt« ccn  the  two  Repub- 
lics, in  the  city  of  Mexico,  on  the  'JOlli  ol'  .lanuary,  18);j,  to 
provide  for  the  payment  of  what  sh.ill  be  decid(!d  in  favor 
of  the  claimants,  according  to  a  convcniion  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Mexican  Republic,  on  the  11th  of 
April,  IBTO.  And  the  United  Stales  eipially  agree  to  assume 
and  pay  all  reclamations  of  cili/.cns  of  the  United  States 
ajjainut  the  Government  of  the  United  Mexican  States,  no( 
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previously  decided,  to  an  iimount  not  exceeding  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  wliicli  have  arisen  prior  to  the  13th  of  May, 
I&IB,  and  whidh  shall  he  adjudged  to  be  due  liy  a  commi.s- 
sion  established  by  the  Goverjiment  of  the  United  States, 
Vviiose  decisions  shall  be  <lefinitive  and  conclusive:  Pro- 
vided,  almiyi,  That  in  deciding  on  the  validity  of  the  said 
demands,  the  commission  shall  be  guided  And  governed  by 
the  principles  and  rules  prescribed  by  the  first  and  fifth  ar- 
ticles of  the  Unratified  convention,  concluded  in  the  city  of 
Mexico  on  the  2()th  of  November,  1843,  and  in  no  case  shall 
they  give  judgment  in  favor  of  any  claim  not  einbraced  by 
these  principles  and  rules.  And  the  United  States,  for  the 
present  and  the  future,  exonerate  the  United  Mexican  States 
from  any  of  the  said  demands  whatsoever,  which  may  be 
admitted  or  rejected  by  said  board  of  commissioners." 

.He  requires  payrrtent  of  our  unliquidated  claim.?, 
he  requires  the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  in  ad- 
dition to  these-,  lie  I'equires  that  they  shall  sell  him 
just  as  much  territory  as  he  sees  fit  to  buy  at  his 
own  price;  this  is  the  indemnity  and  security  he 
wants.  Are  Senators  prepared  to  sanction  these 
views.'  Can  they  face  the  indignation  of  the  world, 
after  having  insisted  on  them  .'  Here  is  a  Govern- 
ment enfeebled — broken  down — a  people  distracts 
ed — having  a  natural  attachment  to  the  homes  of 
their  birth — to  the  soil  beneath  which  moulder  the 
bones  of  their  fathers;  and  because  they  do  not 
choose  to  sell  their  country  and  themselves,  the 
President  says  the  war  must  be  prosecuted  and 
cttrried  into  the  vital  parts  of  JMexico.  Well,  now, 
the  coui-se  of  the  President  seems  to  me  decidedly 
reprehensible.  Perhaps  I  have  commented  upon 
it  in  a  manner  not  quite  becoining  to  this  place — I 
hope  not.     ' 

I  cannot  help  remarking,  in  justice  to  him,  that 
he  has  not  shown  a  disposition  for  war  in  all 
cases.  I  think,  in  the  management  of  tlie  Oregon 
treaty,  he  exhibited  a  Christian  meekness  to  a 
surprising  degree.  But  he  did  not  inherit  the 
blessing  of  the  meek.  He  did  not  get  the  land. 
He  would  not  submit  to  arbitration.  Well,  how 
did  he  settle  it? 

Let  Mr.  Pakenham,  the  British  Minister,  tell 
his  own  story: 

"Washington,  June  13,  1846. 

"My  Lord:  In  conformity  with  what  I  had  the  honor  to 
slate  in  my  despatch  (No.  6.8)  of  the  7th  instant,  the  Presi- 
dent sent  a  message,  on  Wednesday  last,  to  the  Senate,  sub- 
mitting for  the  opinion  of  that  body  the  draft  of  a  conven- 
tion for  the  settlement  of  the  Oregon  question,  which  I  was 
instructed  by  your  Lordship's  despatch  (No.  19)  of  the  18th 
May  to  propose  for  the  acceptance  of  the  United  States. 

"After  a  few  hours'  deliberation  on  each  of  the  three 
days,  (Wednesday,  Thursday,  and  Friday,)  the  Senate,  by 
a  majority  of  38  votes  to  12,  adopted,  yesterday  evening,  a 
resolution  advising  the  Piesidenfto  accept  the  terms  pro- 
posed by  her  Majesty's  Government.  The  President  did  not 
hesitate  to  acton  this  advice;  and  Mr.  Buchanan  accord- 
ingly sent  for  me  this  morning,  and  informed  me  that  the 
conditions  offered  by  her  Majesty's  Gos'ernment  were  ac- 
cepted by  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  without  the 
addition  or  alteration  of  a  single  word. 

"  X  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

"R.  PAKENHAM. 

"The  Right  Hon.  the  E.A.RL  or  Aberdeen." 

He  takes  it  just  exactly  as  it  was  cooked  up  for 
him,  very  much  as  sick  children  are  directed  to  do 
when  they  have  an  unpalatable  dose  of  medicine 
to  take —  "  shut  your  eyes  and  open  your  mouth, 
and  down  with  it."  Now,  I  have  not  a  word  to 
say  against  the  settlement  of  the  Oregon  question; 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would  have  read  a  little 
better  in  history,  if  it  had  not  been  preceded  by  so 
much  blustering  and  bragging.  And  it  was  a  lit- 
tle amusing  to  see  the  effect  it' had  on  our  eastern 
Democracy.  The  man  who  did  not  go  for  54  40 
was  a  Fedei-alist,  a  ti-aitor;  and  some  were  so 
zealous  that  they  even  got  up  to  54  49.  Upon 
them  the  treaty  came  like  a  thunderclap,  and  they 
had  to  reverse  the  steam  so  suddenly  that  it  came 
nigh  producing  a  fatal  collapse  in  the  party. 

But,  sir,  the  President  is  not  so  entirely  warlike 
in  his  nature  as  his  conduct  to  Mexico  would  in- 
dicate; he  has  other  and  milder  qualities;  he  mere- 
ly has  none  of  that  ferocious  spirit  characterized 
liy  the  poet  as — 

"  That  stern  joy  which  warriors  feel 
In  foemen  worthy  of  their  steel." 

It  is  a  colder  country  at  54  40.  Now,  if  right 
in  the  position  I  have  taken  here,  the  question  is. 
What  is  the  duty  of  the  American  Senate.''  What 
are  they  to  do  .'  To  go  on  ar)d  vote  these  ten  regi- 
ments.' Tlie  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky 
the  other  day  said  he  did  not  know  wliy  regulars 
wci-e  preferred  to  volunteers.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  do.     But  Yankees  gue.ss  soinetimes. 

War  is  to  be  made,  sir,  not  only  upon  Mexico 
but  on  the  free  laborers  of  the  country,  and  the 
first  onslaught  is  to  be  made  in  the  shape  of  a  tax 
on  tea  and  coffee,  and  it  is  the  patronage  which  the 
creatioi)  of  these    ten  regiments  is   to  give  him, 


which  he  thinlcs  will  enable  him  to  effect  it;  and 
the  President  has  probably  come  to  the  conclusion, 
taught  by  the  experience  of  the  past  j  that  with  the 
patronage  of  ten  regiments  at  his  command,  "some 
things  may  be  done  as  well  as  others." 

J  think  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  with  his 
great  acumen,  if  he  looks  through  his  glasses,  may 
discover  why  the  President  prefers  regulars. 

Well,  why  cannot  Senators  who  think  with  me, 
that  the  war  is  wrong,  radically  .wrong,  come 
out  and  declare  so  by  their  votes?  Why  sit  here 
denouncing  the  President,  atnd  then  be  guilty  of 
the  inconsistency — with  all  deference  I  say  it — of 
voting  men  atid  money  to  carry  on  the  war?  Why, 
it  is  said  it  would  be  unpopular  to  withhold  the 
supplies.  Are  we  afraid  to  trust  the  people  with 
a  great  question  of  right?  Sir,  I  think  those  who 
are  afraid  to  trust  the  people,  underrate  them.  Are 
men  afraid  to  do  that  which  is  right  because  it  may 
not  be  ]iopular?  Sir,  it  is  this  ghost  of  the  unpopu- 
larity of  opposition  to  the  war  which  seems  to  sit 
like  a  nightmare  upon  American  statesmen.  Sir,  I 
think  there  was  much  more  truth  than  poetry  in 
what  was  said  by  a  western  man.  He  said  he  got 
caught  by  opposing  the  last  war,  and  he  did  not 
mean  to  get  caught  again;  he  intended  now  to  go 
for  war,  pestilence,  and  famine.  And  I  think  there 
is  a  good  deal  of  that  feeling  in  the  country  now. 
Men  are  afraid  to  take  a  bold  stand. 

It  is  said  the  people  have  ah-eady  decided  this 
matter;  that  they  have  settled  that  the  war  shall 
be  prosecuted.  1  deny  it  entirely.  I  do  not  believe 
it.  The  people  have  settled  it !  I  have  never  met 
among' the  people,  one  in  ten,  who  thought  the 
w;ir  was  right,  or  thought  that  it  would  be  right 
further  to  prosecute  it. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  the  heart  of  this  whole  people 
is  sick  of  this  miserable,  temporizing  policy,  which 
is  putting  justice,  and  right,  and  truth  out,  in  order 
that  expediency  may  walk  in  and  govern,  control, 
tmd  direct  our  actions.  I  wish  that  the  experi- 
ment might  be  tried  by  Congress  of  acting  and 
voting  on  this  matter  according  to  the  convictions 
of  their  own  understanding,  as  expressed  by  them- 
selves when  they  speak  of  the  chai-acter  of  this 
war.  I  listened,  the  other  day,  with  great  pleas- 
ure, to  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina.  I  trust  I  heard  with  profit  the 
suggestions  which  he  threw  out  when  speaking  on 
his  resolutions.  But  I  confess  that  I  was  some- 
what astonished  that  a  man  of  his  great  experi- 
ence, his  vast  learning,  his  keen  observation, 
could  really  think  that  there  could  be  any  virtue 
in  the  passage  of  these  resolutions.  I  would  like, 
indeed,  to  see  those  resolutions  passed,  not  that  I 
think  their  passage  would  do  any  good  in  the 
world  in  the  present  emergency;  but  they  might, 
if  adopted,  serve  as  a  sort  of  landmark,  showing 
with  what  rapidity  and  what  proclivity  we  have 
travelled  the  road  to  ruin.  But  that  there  would 
be  any  virtue  in  them,  I  have  not  the  least  idea. 
Pass  these  resolutions  unanimously,  in  both 
branches  of  Congress,  and  let  the  President  ap- 
pend to  them  his  usual  declaration  that  the  war 
was  commenced  by  Mexico;  nay,  you  may  go 
beyond  that,  and,  with  all  the  forms  and  solemni- 
ties with  which  you  could  imbody  them,  you  may 
make  them  part  of  the  written  fundamental  Con- 
stitution of  the  land;  and  what  would  they  be 
worth  ?  Not  the  paper  upon  which  they  are  writ- 
ten; for  the  very  moment  that  they  stood  in  the 
way  of  a  popular  majority,  they  would  be  utterly 
set  at  naught.  -He  that  is  not  persuaded  of  that, 
has  not  read,  it  seems  to  me,  the  first  primer  of 
our  history.  I  think  that  the  resolutions  them- 
selves contain  much  that  is  just  and  true,  and  that 
the  passage  of- them  might  be  of  some  consequence 
in  the  way  which  1  have  suggested.  But  that 
their  passage  would  check  the  downward  tendency 
of  affaii'S  is  altogether  out  of  the  question. 

I  believe  that  the  people  de.yire  us  to  go  right, 
and  that  we  have  not  faith  enough  in  the  people. 
Nothing  is  more  common  than  to  find  aspirants 
for  public  favor,  flattering  the  people  and  continii- 
ally  praising  their  it'itelligence  and  patriotism,  and 
everything  which  gives  value  and  dignity  to  the 
human  character.  But  you  do  not  find  these  eulo- 
gists of  the  public  virtue  al  all  piepared  to  venture 
a  little  uf)on  the  intelligence  which  they  vaunt  so 
much.  There  is  faith  in  expediency,  in  policy, 
in  everything  but  justice,  truth,  and  right. 

The  present  is,  I  believe,  a  critical  period  in  our 
history.  1  believe  that  it  is  presumptuous  in  us  to 
affirm,  as  the  President  has  affirmed  ill   lus  mes- 


sage, that  the  great  question  of  the  capability  of 
man  for  self-government  has  been  settled.  It  is 
not  settled,  sir.  We  are  now  settling  it.  Whether 
the  manner  in  which  we  are  settling  it  will  favor- 
ably or  unfavorably  affect  the  condition  of  man- 
kind hereafter,  yet  remains  to  be  seen  in  the  future. 
We  are  settling  the  question  not  only  for  ourselves, 
but  for  all  who  are  to  come  after  us.  If  here  the 
experiment  of  self-government  should  fail,  who 
can  estimate  the  consequences  to  our  race?  We 
are  to-day  writing  our  history.  We  are  impi-ess-_ 
ing  that  little  space  which  we  occupy  between  the  " 
past  and  the  future,  with  footst'eps  which  will  be 
indelible.  Whither  are  those  footsteps  now  tend- 
ing? Shall  those  who  are  to  succeed  us  find  that 
the  course  which  we  are  now  pursuing  led  to  the 
broad  fields  of  liberty,  of  peace,  and  of  prosperi- 
ty? Or  shall  it  be,  that  we  ai'e  only  erecting  nion- 
uments  marking  the  by-paths  that  lead  to  the  pit- 
falls of  destruction  ?  These  ai-e  questions  that 
must  come  home  to  the  heart  of  every  man  wlio 
loves  his  country,  and  prizes  its  free  institutions, 
and  sees  the  dangers  which  now  thi-eaten  them. 
Are  we  so  blind,  so  fanatical,  so  stupid,  as  to  be- 
lieve that  the  great  laws  of  jthe  physical  and  moral 
world  are  to  be  reversed  in  our  favor?  Are  we 
emphatically  the  children  of  destiny  ?  Can  we  take 
our  destiny  in  our  own  hands,  and  control  it?  Not 
soi  It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  light  streaming 
down  the  pathway  of  ages,  illuminating  the  des- 
tiny of  nations,  and  that  it  is  written  in  glaring 
characters — Retribution.  It  is  a  law  in  0]ieration 
all  around  us — in  the  physical,  moral,  and  politi- 
cal world.  It  is  true  of  nations  as  of  individuals, 
"  whatsoever  a  man  sows,  that  shall  he  also  reap." 
I  would  ask  those  disposed  to  look  at  this  ques- 
tion in  the  light  of  history,  to  go  back,  and  by  its 
aid  trace  the  long  vista  of  ages  that  have  elapsed. 
Let  them  go  back,  if  they  will,  to  the  morning  of 
creation,  when  all  the  sons  of  God  shouted  to- 
gether for  joy,  that  Almighty  Power  had  spoken  a 
new  world  into  being';  and  they  will  not  find  it  re- 
corded in  any  page  of  that  history,  that  any  nation 
ever  sowed  the  seeds  of  war  and  slavery,  and  reap- 
ed the  fruits  of  peace  and  liberty.  No!  that  pas- 
sage remains  to  be  written;  and  it  requires  no 
very  great  effort  of  the  imagination  to  fancy  that 
we  can  now  hear  the  voice  of  all  nations  of  the 
past  sounding  a  solemn  warning  in  our  ears.  Let 
us  beware,  lest  that  fate  which  has  constantly 
followed  such  a  course  of  policy,  may  soon  be 
ours. 

I  have  .thus  endeavored  to  discharge  my  cKtty. 
I  am  quite  aware  of  the  imperfection  of  the  effort. 
Bat,  before  I  conclude,  I  wish  to  say  a  single' 
woi-d  personal  to  myself,  and  to  let  you  know, 
sir,  and  the  Senate  know,  that  if  it  be  fanaticism 
which  I  have  uttered,  I  am  not  alone  responsible 
for  it.  It  is  not  peculiar  to  myself,  sir,  nor  those 
with  whom  I  act.  We  had,  a  year  or  so  ago,  in 
the  State  of  New  Hampshii'e,  a  pair  of  democrat- 
ic organs,  and  it  was  rather  doubtful  whether  they 
were  entirely  harmonious.  But,  in  May,  these 
New  Hampshire  "  Patriots"  came  together — they 
had  an  annexation — and  when  they  came  together 
they  undertook  to  define  the  true  democratic  faith 
upon  this  very  doctrine  of  slavery.  I  read  from 
the  "New  Hampshire  Patriot"  of  27th  May, 
1847. 

[Mr.  Hale  here  read  extracts  from  the  New 
Hampshire  Patriot,  contending  that  the  Democrats 
of  slave  States  were  friendly  to  abolition,  and 
would  ultimately  effect  it;  but  as  we  have  not  the 
paper,  we  do  not  undertake  to  give  the  extiacts.] 

That  is  "  New  Hampshire  Patriot  "  Democi-acy 
— about  twelve  months  old.  So,  if  I  am  fttnatical, 
I  am  not  witlfout  authority  for  i-ny  fanaticism;  and 
a  man  may,  it  seems,  entertain  all  the  sentiments 
which  I  have  advanced  without  being  cast  out  of 
the  pale  of  the  Democi-acy  as  it  is  now  organized. 
But  I  leave  the  subject.  I  thank  the  Senate  for 
the  patience,  kindness  and  candor,  with  which  I 
have  been  heard.  It  is  no  pleasant  duty  that!  have 
performed.  It  is  not  agreeable  to  my  feelings  to 
occupy  the  place  of  an  Ishniaelite  here — my  hand 
being  against  every  man,  and  every  mnn'.slinnd 
against  mine.  If  any  remarks  have  fallen  from 
me,  offensive  to  the  feelings  of  a  single  Senator,  (of 
which  I  am  wholly  unconscious,)  I  can  assure  him 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  that  they  were  alto- 
gether unintentional.  .  I  have  endeavored  to  deal 
with  principles  and  measures,  not  with  men.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  institutions  of  the  country  ai-e  en- 
dangered.    I  believe  thai  the  course  in  which  we 
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are  proceed  ins:,  unless  our  career  be  arrested,  will 
most  inevitably  conduct  us  to  destruction;  and  I 
have  thrown  out  these  su^'gestions,  in  the  hope  of 
doing  aomething,  however  feeble  the  attempt,  in 
order  to  excite  correct  public  sentiment  on  this  all- 
vital  question. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  passas^e  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  R.' JOHNSON  moved  that  the  Senate  now 
adjourn,  but  withdrew  his  motion  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  CASS,  and 

The  Senate  went  into  the  consideration  of  Ex- 
ecutive business;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  Janunry  7,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  rose,  as  soon  as  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  had  been  reid ,  and  moved  that  the  House 
do  now  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
ceeding with  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

COMMITTEE  CLERK. 

Mr.  VINTON  desired  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia to  withdraw  that  motion,  to  give  him  an 
opportunity  to  make  a  report  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  assented  on  condition  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  would  renew  his  motion. 

Mr.  VINTON  then  asked  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  allow  him  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion which  he  had  been  some  time  ready  to  submit. 

General  consent  having  been  given — 

Mr.  VINTON  then  said  he  had  been  instructed 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  report 
a  resolution;  which  was  read. 

[The  resolution  authorizes  the  committee  to 
employ  a  clerk,  at  the  usual  compensation.] 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  inquired  what 
the  "usual  allowance"  was  ?  The  phraseology 
of  the  resolution  was  somewhat  indefinite.  What 
the  usual  allowance  was  he  did  not  know,  nor  was 
he  aware  that  the  House  did. 

Mr.  VINTON  had  not  inquired  what  the  usual 
allowance  was,  nor  had  he  deeined  it  necessary  to 
do  so.  Under  this  resolution,  no  more  would  be 
paid  ihaa  it  had  been  usual  to  pay  to  other  clerks, 
■which  he  believed  was  j,4  a  day. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  believed  there 
was  but  one  other  committee  that  had  a  clerk; 
and,  therefore,  they  might  have  some  difficulty  in 
arriving  at  a  conclusion  as  to  what  was  a  "  usual 
allowance." 

Mr.  HENLEY  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  inserting  the  words  "  ^4  per  diem  for  the  time 
he  shall  be  necessarily  employed  by  the  commit- 
tee." 

Mr.  JAMIESON,  believing  the  terms  "  usual 
allowance"  were  not  sufficiently  explicit,  desired 
to  see  the  resolution  amended  or  modified. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  understood  $4  a  day  was 
the  sum  which  had  been  usually  paid  to  clerks 
employed  by  the  committee  on  which  he  served. 
One  thing  further:  he  knew  that  clerks  had  been 
employed  by  committees,  and  sometimes  by  select 
committees,  for  the  last  twenty  years,  and  they 
had  all  been  paid  at  the  same  rate. 

Mr.  JAMIESON.     Four  dollars  a  day? 

Mr.  VINTON.     Precisely. 

The  amendment  wa.s  then  agreed  to,  and  the 
resolution  as  amended  was  adopted. 

Mr.  VINTON  renewed  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia. 

Mr.  KING,  of  MasKjichusetls,  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  there  were  vari- 
ous [)apcrs  on  tiic  S|)caker'8  table  which  it  was 
desirable  to  dispose  of. 

Mr.  ROCKVVELL  also  said  that,  by  the  rules 
of  the  House,  this  was  private  bill  day,  the  rule 
fixing  which  could  not  now  be  suspended,  he  be- 
lievecl,  without  a  iwo-ihirds  vote.  He  would, 
however,  take  occasion  to  say  that  there  were  very 
few  reporiH  before  the  House,  and  only  a  few  bills 
which  had  been  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  read  the  rules  referred  tcf,  and 
■aid,  if  there  was  no  private  business  of  that  na- 
ture ready  for  the  ucliun  of  the  House,  the  (lues- 
lion  would  recur  on  the  motion  to  reconsider, 
which  was  pending  at  the  adjournment  yesterday, 


and  which  had  preference  over  all  other  business.  | 

Mr.  CONGER,  fVom  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
asked    the    unanimous    consent  of  the   House  to  j 
allow  him  to  make  a  report. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  would  not  object  if  it  should  lead  { 
to  no  debate. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  question  first  in  order 
was  the  motion   to  reconsider,  which  took  pr^ce-  ] 
dence  of  all  other  liusiness.  '  | 

Mr.  JAMIESON  said   there  was  no  necessity  | 
for  a  motion   to   reconsider,  with  the  construction  [ 
which  had   been  given  of  this  rule  by  the  gentle-  j 
man  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Schenck]  and  the  gentleman 
from    Indiana,    [Mr.    Smith.]     The    best   course  - 
would  be  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  and 
settle  the   question  of  a[ipeal  there,  which  would 
decide  the  question. 

Some  other  conversation  ensued,  which  was 
ended  by  Mr.  CONGER  reporting,  in  answer  to 
the  resolution  of  the  House,  referred  a  few  days 
since,  on  the  subject  of  the  printing  of  the  House. 

[The  report  stated  that  the  President's  message 
and  accompanying  documents  would  form  a  doc- 
ument of  unusual  length,  (some  thirteen  hundred 
pages,)  part  of  which  would  be  submitted  to-day, 
and  the  residue  by  the  15th  January.] 

Mr.  HENLEY,  in  connexion  with  that  subject, 
gave  notice  of  an  amendment  of  the  rules  to  give 
the  Committee  on  Printing  power  to  report  at  all 
times. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  then  gave 
notice,  that  if  the  Flouse  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  he  should  insist  upon  the 
appeal  which  he  took  yesterday. 

THE  NEW  RULE  RELATING  TO  DEBATE. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  then  negatived, 
and  the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Smith-, 
of  Indiana,  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  the  pending  question 
to  be  on  the  appeal.  1 

Mr.  SIMS,  before  voting  on  the  appeal,  desired 
to  say  a  few  words.  He  found  among  the  cata- 
logue of  rules  one  which  provided  that  "no  mem- 
ber shall  occupy  more  than  one  hour  in  debate  on 
any  question  in  the  House  or  in  committee;  but  a 
member  reporting  the  measure  under  consideration 
from  a  committee  may  open  and  close  the  debate, 
provided  that  where  debate  is  closed  by  order  of 
the  House  any  member  shall  be  allowed,  in  com- 
mittee, five  minutes  to  explain  any  amendment  he 
may  offer."  That  was  the  one-hour  rule,  as 
adopted  at  the  present  session.  The  3€th  rule  of 
the  last  Congress,  which  had  also  been  adopted, 
provided  that  "  no  member  shall  speak  more  than 
once  to  the  same  question  without  leave  of  the 
House,  unless  he  be  the  mover,  proposer,  or  intro- 
ducer of  any  matter  pending;  in  which  case  he 
shall  be  permitted  to  speak  in  reply,  but  not  until 
every  member  choosing  to  speak  shall  have  spo- 
ken." The  133d  rule  provided  for  the  suspension 
of  the  rules  and  orders  for  the  purpose  of  going 
into  committee  and  for  discharging  a  committee 
from  a  bill.  In  addition  to  this,  it  was  the  rule  as 
Avell  as  the  practice  that  debate  might  be  closed  by 
the  previous  question;  and  the  question  now  was 
as  to  the  interpretation  which  should  be  given  to 
these  rules,  taken  in  connection  and  in  harmony 
with  each  other.  Under  the  old  36lh  rule,  the 
mover  was  entitled  to  speak  two  hours,  but  he  was 
not  to  speak  for  a  second  hour  until  everybody  de- 
siring to  do  so  had  spoken  once;  but  what  was  the 
proviso  to  the  new  rule?  It  was  the  exclusion  of 
a  conclusion.  It  was  intendo/d  to  ap[)ly  to  debate 
closed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  by  order  of  tjie 
House,  and  excluded  the  conclusion  that  the  pre- 
ceding rule  had  any  application  to  such  subject. 
It  was  designed  to  show  that  the  preceding  rule 
was  not  to  be  interpreted  as  giving  to  the  mover 
one  hour  to  speak  in  addition  to  his  opening  hour, 
when  debate  was  closed  by  order  of  the  House. 
A  member  reporting  the  measure  under  consider- 
ation may  o[)eii  and  close  the  debate;  but  this  right 
was  to  be  operated  upon  by  this  proviso,  otherwise 
every  member  who  may  not  have  sf)oken  would 
also  have  the  right  to  speak  one  hour.  And  if 
the  interpretation  contended  for  in  committee  were 
sustained,  it  would  also  prolong  debate  for  one 
hour  after  the  previous  question  had  been  ordered. 
Adtr  sustaining  this  position  by  argument  and 
illustration,  he  concluded  with  the  expression  of  a 
hope  that  the  decision  of  the  Chairman  would  be 
reversed. 


Mr.  POLLOCK  wished  to  say  but  a  single  word. 
Should  the  interpretaiion  of  the  ijenlleman  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Si.ms]  prevail,  the  object  of 
the  committee  in  fixing  an  hour  to  terminate  de- 
bate would  be  defeated,  and  the  intention  of  the 
House,  and  of  the  rules  it  had  established,  would 
become  a  nullity.  In  the  interpretaiion  of  all  rules, 
intentioa  was  to  be  the  polar  star.  The  intention 
of  those  who  made  the  rule  must  in  every  case 
govern  its  interpretation.  Now,  the  purpose  of 
this  rule  was  to  secure  to  the  reporter  of  a  bill,  or 
other  measure,  the  opportunity  of  explaining  the 
merits  of  it  in  detail,  in  reply  to  all  objections 
which  might  have  been  adduced  against  it.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  insisted  that  the 
proviso  attached  to  the  rule  excluded  this.  The 
gentleman  said  that  it  was  the  definition  of  a  pro- 
viso, that  it  was  "  the  exclusitin  of  a  conclusion." 
That  might  be  a  very  good  definition;  but,  in  order 
to  determine  what  the  conclusion  to  be  excluded 
was,  it  was  necessary  to  look  at  the  proviso  and 
the  whole  resolution.  The  gentleman  knew  that 
at  the  lime  a  point  was  fixed  to  close  the  debate, 
the  debate  was  not  then,  ipso  facto,  closed;  it  was 
not  closed  until  the  point  of  time  arrived  which 
the  House  had  fixed.  The  true  question  to  be 
settled  was,  icken  the  debate  closed?  And  he  held 
that  it  would  not  be  considered  as  closed  until  the 
reporter  of  the  bill  had  had  the  opportunity  of 
speaking  one  hour.  When,  for  instance,  the  House 
said  that  all  debate  should  cease  at  half-past  two 
o'clock,  then,  as  soon  as  half-past  two  arrived,  the 
debate  ceased  as  to  all  other  members  of  the  Plouse; 
but  the  right  of  the  person  who  introduced  the  bill 
to  speak  for  one  hour  still  remained.  This,  Mr. 
P.  believed  to  be  the  true  intentim  of  the  rule; 
and  could  the  House,  by  a  mere  majoritv,  suspend 
one  of  the  rules  of  tlie  House?  It  could,  indeed, 
repeal  a  rule;  but  it  could  not  suspend  it.  To  sus- 
pend a  rule  required  a  vote  of  two-thirds.  Be- 
lieving such  to  be  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  rule,  and  that  great  inconvenience  must  ensue 
from  any  other  interpretation,  he  hoped  the  deci- 
sion of  (he  Chair  would  be  sustained. 

Mr.  DUER  said  he  wished  to  be  enlightened  on 
this  subject.  He  wanted  to  vote  intelligently  upon 
it.  It  seemed  to  be  presumed  that  there  was  a 
collision  between  two  rules  of  this  House.  The 
members  were  now  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
under  an  order  to  take  the  resolution  out  of  com- 
mittee at  a  particular  hour.  But  it  was  said  that 
this  order  was  subject  to  a  rule  which  gave  to  the 
chairman  of  a  committee  introducing  a  bill  or 
other  proposition  the  right  of  closing  the  debate. 
Now,  if  there  was  any  collision  between  these  two 
directions  of  the  House,  he  did  not  see  why  the 
one  must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  other,  so  that 
the  second  did  pro  tantn  repeal  the  first.  If,  in- 
deed, the  second  order  were  adgpted  at  a  later  pe- 
riod, in  point  of  time,  it  would  be  so;  but  all  the 
rules  were  adopted  at  one  and  the  same  time.  But 
was  there,  in  point  of  fact,  any  collision  between 
them?  He  did  not  see  any.  The  chairman  of  a 
committee  introducing  a  bill  had  a  right  to  debate 
it  ivhen  debate,  teas  in  order,  and  then  only.  Itwas 
said  that  he  had  a  right  to  speak  for  one  hour;  but 
the  right  to  close  the  debate  did  not  of  itself  give 
him  the  right  to  speak  for  an  hour  in  doing  it.  A 
rule  of  the  House  said  that  no  member  should 
speak  on  the  same  question  more  than  one  hour, 
but  not  that  he  should  in  all  cases  be  allowed  to 
speak  for  an  hour.  Suppose,  when  the  hovu-  fixed 
arrived,  the  chairman  should  waive  his  right,  and 
another  member  happened  to  be  on  the  fiooi ,  could 
that  membf.'r  insist  he  had  a  right  to  speak  an  en- 
tire hour?  Certainly  not.  The  right  of  the  chair- 
man of  a  committee  to  speak  was  subordinate  to 
the  rules  of  the  House.  Mr.  D.  could  not  under- 
stand that  it  must  override  them  all.  There  was 
no  practical  difficulty;  both  rules  might  be  recon- 
ciled, if  the  chairman,  one  hour  before  the  ap- 
pointed time,  would  rise  in  his  place  and  claim  his 
right  to  the  floor.  The  reasonable  construction 
of  the  rule  would  be  that  the  House  could  not 
close  its  debate  without  allowing  him  this  privi- 
lege. 

Gentlemen  were  now  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  this  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  like  any 
other  committee  of  the  House;  it  had  no  more 
power  than  any  other  committee.  Gentlemen  were 
in  committee,  under  an  order  of  the  House,  to  take 
the  question  out  of  committee  at  a  given  hour;  and 
the  committee  had  no  right  to  say  that  in  passing 
such  a  resolution  tlis  Houaa  was  acting  out  of  or- 
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der.  If  the  House  meant  that  the  chairman  sliould 
first  have  a  right  to  speak  an  hour  to  close  the  de- 
bate, it  should  have  said  so;  hut  if  it  had  not,  the 
committee  were  under  the  order  of  the  House,  and 
must  obey  it.  The  question  of  the  propriety  of  its 
course  was  not  a  question  before  this  committee. 
Vnder  these  circumstances  (iVIr.  D.  said)  he  should 
vote  to  reverse  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  STANTON  observed  that  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  inquire  what  might  have  been  the  individ- 
ual intention  of  members  of  the  committee  who 
had  passed  the  rule  about  which  this  discussion 
arose,  in  order  to  decide  what  its  true  interpreta- 
tion was:  it  must,  like  other  rules,  be  construed  in 
conformity  with  other  previous  decisions  of  the 
House.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Sims]  confined  himself  to  the  rule  and  its  accompa- 
nying proviso,  and  contended  that  a  just  construc- 
tion of  the  proviso  would  reverse  the  decision  of 
the  Chair.  He  said  that  a  proviso  was  the  exclu- 
sion of  a  concktsion.  This  was  very  true;  but  the 
conclusion  here  excluded  was  the  conclusion  that, 
without  the  proviso,  would  arise  from  the  rule  it- 
self. Mr.  S.  here  quoted  both  the  rule  and  proviso. 
Now,  what  was  the  conclusion  which  this  proviso 
excluded  ? 

Mr.  SIMS  here  interposed  to  remark  that  the 
matter  to  which  the  proviso  referred  was  the  clos- 
ing of  a  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  it 
excluded  everything  else  but  the  right  of  a  member 
moving  an  amendment  to  speak  for  five  minutes  in 
explanation  of  the  amendment  he  had  offered. 

Mr.  STANTON,  resuming,  insisted  that  in  this 
the  gentleman  was  mistaken.  In  the  absence  of 
the  proviso,  the  conclusion  from  the  rule  would  be, 
that  no  member  could  speak  save  for  five  minutes 
in  explanation  of  an  amendment.  As  to  the  posi- 
tion taken  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
DuER,]  that  gentleman  must  see  what  was  the 
manifesi;  intention  of  the  House  in  passing  this 
new  rule,  and  if  the  rules  did  conflict  he  must  be 
governed  by  that.  Mr.  S.  here  read  all  the  rules 
relating  to  the  subject.  The  general  rule  had  ex- 
isted ever  since  1844^the  new  one  had  been 
adopted  during  the  present  session.  It  was  true, 
indeed,  that  all  the  rules  had  been  adopted  at  once; 
but  this  last  one,  which  now  began  for  the  first 
time,  was  obviously  intended  to  qualify  and  con- 
trol those  which  had  existed  previously.  If  there 
was  any  conflict,  that  last  formed  was  to  override 
the  rest.  But  the  true  course  was  to  interpret  them 
all  so  as  to  avoid  any  collision,  considering  the 
older  rules  as  modified  b,y  the  later. 

Mr.  COBB  thou2;ht  it  important  to  have  a  de- 
cision now  upon  the  case;  not  for  the  sake  of  the 
particular  member  more  immediately  concerned, 
(viz:  Mr.  Goggiv,)  but  for  the  direction  and  gov- 
ernment of  the  House  on  future  occasions.  There 
were  substantial  advantages  in  confirming  the  de- 
cision already  made  by  the  Chair.  Mr.  C.  would 
lay  down  two  legal  principles,  which  he  thought 
ought  to  guide  the  House  in  arriving  at  its  conclu- 
sion: the  first  was,  that,  when  two  laws  or  two 
rules  conflicted  on  their  face  with  each  other, 
if  they  could  be  so  construed  that  both  should 
stand,  that  was  the  construction  which  ought  to 
prevail;  but  when  this  could  not  be  done,  then  the 
fullest  force  should  be  given  to  the  act  last  past. 
Now,  in  this  case,  the  rule  last  adopted  by  the 
House  provided  that  the  chairman  of  a  committee 
or  other  person  introducing  or  reporting  a  bill  or 
other  measure  should  have  the  privilege  of  opening 
and  closing  the  debate  upon  it  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  he  being  subject,  of  course,  in  both  cases, 
to  the  hour  rule.  This  was  an  unquestionable 
right  guarantied  to  him  by  that  rule.'  It  was  now 
proposed  to  deprive  him  of  that  right  by.  virtue  of 
a  mere  order  of  the  House  to  close  debate  at  a  cer- 
tain hour. 

Mr.  SIMS  again  interposed.  He  read  the  rule, 
and  argued  to  show  that  it  secured  the  same  right 
to  every  other  member  of  the  House  to  speak  one 
hour  which  it  secured  to  the  chairman  to  speak 
two  hours;  if  the  order  of  the  House  cut  oft"  the 
one,  it  cut  off"  the  other  also. 

Mr.  COBB  thought  not.  The  hour  rule  was 
not  the  grant  of  a  right,  but  the  restriction  of  a 
right  already  existing,  viz:  the  right  of  speaking 
for  an  unlimited  time. 

Mr. STANTON  interposed  tocxplain,butspoke 
in  a  tone  too  low  to  be  heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  COBB  thought  the  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Sims]  presented 
no  valid  objection  to  the  interpretation  of  the  rule 


for  which  Mr.  C.  contended,  because  no  man  pre- 
tended that  the  hour  rule  gave  the  right  to  any 
member  to  speak  for  an  hour:  all  it  did  was  to 
provide  that  he  should  not  exceed  an  hour.  The 
enactment  last  adopted  should  in  all  cases  govern; 
and  a  right  secured  to  an  individual  by  a  standing 
rule  of  order  could  not  be  taken  away  by  a  simple 
order  of  the  House.  A  temporary  order  could 
not  repeal  a  rule. 

Mr.  SIMS  again  broke  in,  and  was  explaining, 
when — 

Mr.  COBB  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  would  have  the  least  possible  degree  of 
patience,  he  would  find  that  Mr.  C.  was  just 
coming  to  notice  the  point  he  had  made.  It  was 
said  the  order  of  the  House  was  passed  by  virtue 
of  another  rule,  and  therefore,  though  not  itself  in 
strictness  a  rule,  it  had  all  the  binding  force  of  the 
rule  under  which  it  was  made.  Admitting  this, 
still,  if  there  was  any  conflict,  the  last  rule  made 
must  prevail.  If  a  prior  rule  conflicted  with  that 
which  secured  the  chairman  of  a  committee  his 
hour  to  close  debate,  it  was  the  duty  of  gentlemen 
to  give  effect  to  the  latter  rule.  But  Mr.  C.  did  not 
think  there  was  any  real  jnconsistency  between 
them;  both  could  standi  If  the  committee  should 
support  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  its  only  effect 
would  be  to  allow  the  member  making  a  report  or 
introducing!:  a  bill  the  right  of  speaking  on  it  for 
one  hour  after  the  closirrg  of  the  debate  by  the  rest 
of  the  House.  What  harm  could  in  practice  arise 
from  this .'  What  was  the  reason  and  object  of  the 
rule.'  It  was  to  secure  to  a  majority  of  a  standing 
or  other  committee  of  the  House,  reporting  a  bill 
or  other  proposition  to  the  House,  to  be  heard  in 
its  support  after  all  the  objections  had  been  urged 
which  could  be  brought  against  it.  But,  under  any 
other  construction  of  the  rule,  this  right  might  be 
evaded  and  lost.  How  could  the  chairman  of  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  know  when  to  give  the  floor 
to  the  privileged  member  introducing  the  bill .'  He 
could  not,  unless  the  hour  to  close  debate  had  been 
fixed  for  tlays  or  hours  beforehand.  Suppose  the 
House  should  order  a  debate  to  close  in  committee 
at  two  o'clock,  and  Mr.  C.  should  obtain  the  floor 
a  quarter  before  one,  must  the  chairman,  when 
Mr.  C.  had  spoken  just  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  stop 
him,  and  give  the  floor  to  the  man  who  reported 
the  bill  under  considei'ation,  that  he  might  have  his 
hour  to  speak.'  Point  after  point  would  arise  in 
practice  under  such  a  construction,  and  the  House 
would  be  involved  in  endless  difficulties;  but  con- 
strue the  rule  as  he  had  explained  it,  and  as  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  presumed  it  to  be,  and  no 
difficulty  whatever  could  ensue. 

It  was  apprehended  by  some  gentlemen  that  this 
interpretation  would  throw  some  advantage  into 
the  hands  of  a  dominant  majority  in  the  House. 
He  did  not  see  how.  But,  even  if  it  should, give 
them  some  slight  advantage,  all  parties  would  enjoy 
this  in  succession.  The  Whigs  vyould  have  it  now, 
but  (said  Mr.  C.)  we  shall  have  it,  you  know,  next 
Congress.     [A  laugh.] 

The  debate  upon  the  question  of  order  was  fur- 
ther continued  by  Messrs.  WICK,  SCHENCK, 
and  SIMS,  in  explanation. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Connecticut,  said,  of  all  the 
frivolous  questions  that  had  ever  been  raised  in 
this  House,  this  capped  the  climax,  in  his  judg- 
ment. The  great  question  which  was  now  occu- 
pying the  attention  of.  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  American  Congress  for  almost  two 
entire  days  was,  whether  the  gentleman  reporting 
a  bill  should  have  the  hour  next  before  the  point  of 
time  when  the  clock  ticked  one,  two,  or  three,  or 
the  hour  next  after  that  point  of  time  !  That,  sir, 
(said  Mr.  S.)  is  the  question  we  have  under  debate 
here,  and  in  relation  to  which  we  have  a  vast  array 
of  orators  here.  [General  laughter.]  This  is  the 
great  constitutional  question  !    [Renewed  laughter.] 

Mr.  S.  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  debating 
this  question;  but  his  sole  object  was  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  thfi  unhappy,  the  truly 
deplorable  condition  of  his  friend  f'rom  Virginia, 
[Mr.  GoGGiNT,]  in  the  parturition  of  about  half  a 
speech.  [A  laugh.]  What  was  to  become  of  the 
rest  of  that  speech  he  did  not  know.  [Renewed 
laughter.]  Now,  he  prayed,  he  humbly  submitted 
that  this  most  frivolous,  most  contemptible  discus- 
sign  might  be  brought  to  a  period  here,  and  the 
House  come  to  a  vote.  It  was  of  no  consequence 
how  it  was  settled,  one  way  or  the  other. 

[General  ci-ie.«i  of  " duestion!"  "question!"] 

Mr.  WOODWARD  had  but  a  few  plain  propo- 


sitions to  make.  He  could  not  regard  it  a  matter 
of  no  importance  whether  we  should  give  a  loose 
Construction  to  our  rules,  and  thus  produce  a  hun- 
dred times  over  the  loss  of  time  already  incurred 
in  this  debate. 

The  honorable  member  from  Georgia  [Mr. 
Cobb]  has  remarked  that  the  rij^ht  in  question  hag 
been  guarantied  by  the  rules  of  the  House;  and 
the  honorable  member  now  occupying  the  chair 
said  yesterday  that  the  rule  limiting  debate  was  in 
derogation  of  this  right. 

Now,  sir,  the  rightof  a  chairman  of  a  committee 
to  make  tioo  speeches  is  no  more  guarantied  than 
the  right  of  an  ordinary  memiier  to  make  one 
speech;  and  an  order  of  the  House  limiting  the 
time  of  debate  is  no  more  in  derogation  of  one  of 
those  rights  than  the  other.  It  equally  destroys 
both.  Why  should  the  right  of  a  chairman  of  a 
committee  to  make  a  second  speech  be  regarded 
more  sacred  than  the  rightof  a  member  to  make  a 
first  speech  ? 

But,  sir,  gentlemen  speak  as  though  this  I'ight 
to  speak  a  second  time  was  a  personal  thing,  given 
to  a  chairman  for  his  individual  benefit.  This  i.s 
a  mistake.  It  is  a  right  created  for  the  benefit  of 
the  House,  like  the  whole  privilege  of  debate;  and 
an  order  of  the  House  limiting  the  one  must  have 
an  equal  effect  in  limiting  the  other.  It  is,  sir,  a 
misconception  to  regard  the  order  of  the  House  as 
going  directly  to  any  matter  of  right.  It  goes  to 
the  matter  of  debate,  and  says,  absolutely,  there 
shall  be  no  further  debate.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Duer]  has  properly  conceived 
it.  No  rule  of  construction,  therefore,  will  effect 
your  obj^t.  You  must  either  amend  the  rules,  or 
else  hereafter,  in  each  case  that  may  arise,  make 
an  exception  in  the  order  in  favor  of  the  right  in 
question. 

Mr.  GREEN,  Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan, 
Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  Mr.  GENTRY,  Mr. 
RHETT,  and  Mr.  STANTON,  also  participated 
in  the  discussion%f  the  merits  of  the  question  in- 
volved in  the  appeal;  on  which  the  vote  was  taken 
by  fellers,  and  sustained  the  decision  of  t^e  Chair 
by  101  to  73. 

So  the  committee  has  decided  that  a  mover  is 
entitled  to  speak  one  hour,  or  the  residue  of  an 
hour  partly  occupied,  after  the  time  fixed  by  an 
order  of  the  House  to  terminate  debate. 

THE   SOUTHERN  MAIL. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Caleb  B.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  in  the  chair,) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  re- 
lating to  the  transportation  of  the  great  southern 
mail. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  of  Virginia,  resumed  his  closing 
argument;  and,  after  briefly  alluding  to  the  con- 
sumption of  time  by  the  consideration  of  the  ap- 
peal, which  he  thought  was  an  apt  illustration  of 
the  mode  of  conducting  business  by  the  Post  Office 
Department — a  circuitous  course  to  gain  an  imma- 
terial object — he  returned  to  the  subject  under  dis- 
cussion. 

The  committee  had  been  informed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  C.  Brown,]  that 
this  was  not  a  question  between  Virginia  and  the 
department,  for  that  gentleman  told  them  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  stock  of  this  company  wa.s 
owned  in  Philadelphia.  He  was  glad  to  hear  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  make  such  a  state- 
ment, and  he  hoped  it  would  impress  on  the  minds 
of  the  members  of  the  committee  itself,  so  that 
when  they  came  up  to  vote,  they  might  do  so  with 
the  conviction  that  the  North  as  well  as  the  South 
had  an  interest  in  this  matter.  He  hoped  they 
would  further  bear  in  mind,  that  the  Postmaster 
General  had  not  only  struck  at  the  interest  of  this 
company  by  depriving  them  of  the  transportation 
of  the  mail,  but  so  as  to  operate  on  them  by  the 
loss  of  passengers.  This  line  arrived  at  Peters- 
burg now  in  advance  of  the  regular  mail  some  nine 
or  ten  hours,  so  that  the"  passengers  by  this  line 
had  to  be  there  until  the  mail  arrived  before  they 
could  proceed  southward.  This  new  arransemeiu, 
therefore,  not  only  deprived  them  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice patronage,  but  it  interfered  with  them  as  a 
chartered  company — not  with  Virginia  alone,  bi.t 
with  stockholders  who  were  residents  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  other  northern  States. 

So  much  for  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 
He  desired  noiv  to  say  one  word  of  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,   [Mr.  G.   W, 
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Jones,]  which  had  fmled  to  satisfy  his  mind  that 
he  was  in  error.  What  was  the  position  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee?  That  gentleman  told 
them— so  he  was  reported  in  this  morning's  In- 
telligencer— that  the  Post  Office  Department,  pre- 
vioirs  to  the  arrangement  with  this  miiroad  com- 
pany, paid  §5,445  for  the  transmission  of  the  mail. 
That  was  correct;  but  it  was  in  1834,  before  the 
railroad  was  completed.  But  did  the  gentleman 
know  the  fact,  that  subsequently  <jil90  a  mile  per 
annupi  was  paid  for  the  transportation  of  that 
mail.'  And,  furllur,  had  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  forgotten  that  the  Postmaster  General 
had  informed  them  that  he  paid  ^13,000  for  the 
transportation  of  the  way  mail  from  Washington 
to  Richmond — 130  miles  in  twenty-three  hours.' 
Now,  if  they  could  lessen  the  time  one-half — that 
is,  if,  instead  of  occupying  twenty-three  hours  by 
post-coaches,  it  could  be  done  in  eleven  and  a  half 
Jiours — would  not  the  Postmaster  General  be  au- 
thorized to  pay  $26,000  to  carry  that  mail,  with 
the  addition  of"  twenty-five  percent..'  This  rail- 
road company  could  perform  that  service  in  nine 
hours,  and  for  this  facility  and  despEjtch  it  was 
surely  entitled  to  double  coinpensation;  and  it  was 
a  singular  coincidence,  that  within  a  few  dollars, 
the  company  had  heretofore  received  a  sum  to 
which  it  was  so  obviously  entitled. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  spoken  of 
the  mail  service  from  Weldon  to  Wilmington, 
which  he  said  was  performed  for  $237  50  per  mile, 
and  that  gentleman  told  the  committee  that  that 
mail  ran  in  the  night,  which  he  appeared  to  look 
upon  as  a  great  disadvantage.  But  he  would  see 
the  disadvantage  also  under  which  the  railroad 
from  Washington  to  Richmond  labored.  That 
company,  instead  of  having  the  track  clear,  for 
the  repairs  of  the  road,  during  the  day,  and  when 
they  could  employ  their  hands  (they  being  slave- 
holders, as  were  the  owners  of  the  Weldon  road, 
generally — a  fact  which  he  made  no  doubt  smtie 
gentlemen  had  already  remarkediin  the  pine  fields 
near  the  road,  in  cutting  wood  and  preparing  for 
generating  steam  for  their  engines — were  compell- 
ed, necessarily,  to  keep  their  hands  always  on  the 
look-out  for  the  cars  i/i  ike  daytime;  and  therefore 
tliis  company  had  to  employ  an  additional  number 
of  hands,  that  is,  one  set  to  do  the  work  off  the- 
road,  as  stated,  another  set  to  remain  constantly 
on  it,  to  attend  to  the  cars  at  their  stations,  and 
another  also  to  do  the  necessary  repairs,  subject 
to  the  frequent  interruptions  by  the  passing  of  jn«i/ 
trains  in  the  daijtimc;  but  not  so  in  regard  to  the 
Weldon  road,  for  on  that,  as  the  gentleman  [Mr. 
Jones]  had  told  us,  the  nioU  service  was  performed 
in  the  nighl-time. 

Tfie  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]  re- 
ferred to  a  delay  which  now  takes  place,  and  ad- 
mitted it  to  amount  to  twelve  hours.  He  was 
right  in  his  admission,  but  wrong  as  to  the  time. 
There  is  a  delay  of  eighteen,  instead  of  only 
twelve  hour.«!. 

Mr.  JONES  here  explained,  and  said  that,  by 
reference  to  a  statement  in  the  papers  of  this 
morning,  furnished  by  the  department,  it  would 
be  seen  that,  under  the  former  arrangement,  when 
the  mail  was  transported  over  the  Richmond  and 
Fredericksburg  railroad,  the  mail  going  south  was 
required  to  leave  New  York  (say)  on  Monday,  at 
41  o'clock,  p.  m.,  and  arrive  at  Charleston  on 
Thursday,  at  11|  o'clock,  a.  m.  Under  the  pres- 
ent arrangement,  by  the  bay  line,  the  southern 
mail  is  required  to  leave  New  York  at  9  o'clock, 
a.  m.  (say)  on  Monday,  and  arrive  at  Charleston 
on  Thursday,  at  llj  o'clock,  a.  m. — the  same 
time  as  under  the  former  arrangement.  The  only 
difference  is,  the  mail  at  present  is  required  to 
leave  New  York  at  9  in  the  morning,  instead  of 
4^  in  the  evening — being  .seven  and  a  half  hours 
earlier;  and  this  seven  and  a  half  hours  is  the 
only  delay — if,  indeed,  that  can  be  considered  a 
delay — in  the  transportation  of  the  Great  Southern 
mail  by  way  of  the  Chesapeake  bay. 

Mr,  GOGGIN  resumed.  He  was  not  talking 
about  the  New  York  route,  but  the  Postmaster 
General's  circuitous  route  to  Richmond.  In  the 
forty  miles  between  here  and  Baltimore,  there 
was  a  dehiy  of  five  houi.s  which  was  not  included 
in  the  computation  of  the  Po.stmaster  General. 
The  five  hours,  added  tr)  the  twelve  hours  admit<- 
ted  by  the  gentleman,  and  one  hour's  delay  else- 
where- along  the  line,  made,  in  all,  no  lejjs  than 
eighteen  hours.  But,  even  if  it  wu.s  hut  twelve 
hours,  hosy  was  the  department  goin|;  to  arrange 


so  as  to  overcome  that.'  Time  and  tide  waited 
for  no  man  ;  though  it  seemed  that  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]  expected  they  would 
wait  for  the  Postmaster  General,  while  his  mail- 
bags  were  making  their  slow,  and  windings  and 
foggy  way,  down  the  James  river,  and  up  the  Ap- 
pomattox, and  round  by  Baltimore.  Must  the 
country  endure  a  delay  like  this,  in  order  to  allow 
the  head  of  the  Post  Office  Department  to  make 
this  experiment  of  his  bay  route.'  Mr.  G.  did  not 
mean  to  say,  or  to  intimate,  that  that  officer  de- 
sired this  :  be  did  believe  he  meant  what  was 
right;  he  did  not  assail  him  personally,  but  he 
did  assail  his  figures  and  plans. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  here  interposed, 
but  what  he  said  the  reporter  could  not  hear  with 
sufficient  distinctness  to  understand  it. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  strongly  objected  to  these  inter- 
ruptions, and  hoped,  if  he  must  submit  to  them, 
that  they  would  be  allowed  out  of  his  hour.  In 
reply  to  some  interrogatory  Mr.  Stuart  had  put 
to  him,  Mr.  G.  said,  I  stand  not  here  to  speak  for 
the  railroad  company,  but  for  seventy  thousand  of 
the  people  of  Virginia.  He  was  not  privy  to  the 
views  or  wishes  of  that  company,  and  he  denied 
the  gentleman's  right  to  ask  him  such  questions. 
If  he  made  any  reply  to  them  it  would  be  merely 
out  of  courtesy.  On  that  ground,  he  would  say 
to  the  gentleman  that  he  did  not  know,  of  his  own 
knowledge,  what  the  company  would  be  willing  to 
do;  but  he  would  tell  the  gentleman  what  he  had 
heard  from  others,  not  from  them:  he  understood 
the  company  thought  it  woukl  not  be  for  their  in- 
terest to  accept  what  they  themselves  had  formeily 
offered  to  take.  If  they  thought  proper  to  evade  or 
disobey  the  laws  and  to  withdraw  all  support  from 
the  department,  they  could  make  much  more  mo- 
ney by  establishing  private  expresses  than  the 
amount  offered  them  by  the  department.  And 
would  it  be  wonderful  if  men  were  driven  to  resort 
to  such  measures?  Although  the  law  imposed  a 
fine  of  $150  on  all  who  ran  a  private  express,  and 
$100  on  the  owner  of  any  steamboat  or  railroad 
who  should  transport  packets,  and  exacted  a  fine 
of  $50  even  on  the  transmission  of  a>single  letter, 
which  a  man,  in  the  urgency  of  business  or  of 
family  anxiety,  might  send  by  a  private  messen- 
ger because  he  could  not  gel  it  on  in  time  by  mail, 
even  this  might  not  be  sufficient  to  deter  a  com- 
pany from  meeting-  the  public  exigency.  The 
course  pursued  by  the  Postmaster  General  invited 
to  such  a  course;  and,  unless  something  better  was 
done  to  remedy  the  grievance  under  which  the 
country  was  laboring,  before  another  year  there 
would  be  hundreds  of  such  expresses  estgiblished 
and  continued  on  private  account. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones] 
asked  what  was  to  become  of  the  other  mails — 
the  way-mails  from  here  to  Richmond  ?  That- gen- 
tleman's object  seemed  to  be  not  so  much  to  facili- 
tate the  transmission  of  intelligence  through  the 
country,  and  thereby  to  serve  the  people,  as  to 
.save  the  Post  Office  Department  from  all  harm. 
But  he  would  take  leave  to  tell  that  gentleman  that 
every  mail  contract  contained  a  saving  clause  al- 
lowing the  Postmaster  General  to  discontinue  any 
mail  route  on  certain  conditions,  and  he  could  dis- 
continue these.     Was  the  gentleman  answered  ? 

As  to  the  great  southern  mail,  that  gentleman's 
amendment  threw  the  cost  of  discontinuing  the 
existing  contract  on  the  railroad  company,  and  not 
on  the  Post  Office  Department.  Was  there  any 
justice  in  this?     There  was  none. 

Mr.  G.  proceeded  to  say,  that  when  he  had  ad- 
dressed the  committee  on  a  former  day,  he  had 
endeavored  to  show  there  was  no  valid  legal  con- 
tract in  existence  to  carry  the  mail  from  Washing- 
ton to  Richmond,  and  consequently  that  no  dam- 
ages would  accrue  if  that  which  purported  to  be  a 
contract  should  be  taken  tiway.  I  have,  said  Mr. 
G.,  in  my  hand  a  copy  of  the  paper  which  thus 
purports  to  be  a  mail  contract,  which  is  to  be  exe- 
cuted between  the  Postmaster  General  and  the  bay 
company.  There  is  another  for  carrying  the  daily 
local  mail  to  Richmond,  which  has  a  provision 
that  the  Postmaster  General  may  at  any  time  dis- 
continue it  on  certain  conditions.  But  in  this  re- 
port he  talks  about  the  exclusive  privileges  of  these 
railroad  com)ianies.  Let  us  try  the  Postmaster 
General  by  his  own  rule;  let  us  see  if  he  has  not 
done  the  very  thing  which  he  charges  so  severely 
on  these  companies.  All  who  will  look  at  the  in- 
structions from  the  Post  Office  Department,  as  pub- 
lished in  all  the  papers,  will  And  that  the  coniraota 


are  to  contain  the  express  right  reserved  to  the 
department  of  discontinuing  a  post  route. 

Mr.  JONliS  heie  interposed,  and  inquired  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Goggin]  if  he 
had  not  in  his  possession  a  copy  of  the  telegraphic 
correspondence  between  the  Postmaster  Genera) 
and  the  bay  line  company  after  the  railroad  com- 
pany had  notified  the  department  that  they  would 
not  carry  the  mail  upon  the  terms  offered  by  the 
department  after  the  10th  of  December,  in  which 
the  bay  line  company  proposed  to  carry  the  mail 
from  Baltimore  to  Richmond  and  Petersburg  for 
$34,000  per  annum,  until  the  30th  June,  1851, 
upon  the  express  condition  that  the  contract  should 

be  IRREVOCABLE  ? 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  resuming,  said  he  held  the  very 
paper  the  gentleman  was  talking  about,  and  had 
been  just  going  to  read  it  when  the  gentleman  in- 
terrupted him.  What  he  complained  of  was,  that 
in  this  paper  the  Postmaster  General  gave  to  this 
bay  company — a  company  which  failed  to  render 
the  service  required  of  it — a  privilege  not  right- 
fully contained  in  any  mail  contract.  [Mr.  G. 
here  read  the  paper.]  The  paper  allowed  the  con- 
tractor to  relinquish  his  contract  if  he  chose,  and 
preferred  it  to  a  change  in  its  conditions.  But  the 
corresponding  right  of  the  department  to  with- 
draw the  contract  by  allowing  one  month's  extra 
pay  was  expunged  by  black  lines,  not  drawn 
around  it,  but  through  and  across  it.  That  right 
was  here  wholly  dispensed  with. 

But  even  if  this  agreement  was  signed,  this  ex- 
punging of  so  important  a  clause  in  it  would  be  of 
no  avail,  because  it  was  accompanied  by  no  writ- 
ten guarantee.  On  this  subject  the  law  was  express. 
He  cared  not  how  tjie  Postmaster  General  might 
choose  to  construe  it,  the  law  was  express  that  be- 
fore any  mail  contract  could  be  of  binding  force  it 
n^ust  be  accompanied  with  written  guarantees.  In 
this  case  there  were  no  such  guarantees,  and,  there- 
fore, though  signed,  the  contract  was  not  executed. 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  talked  as  if  Mr. 
G.  was  in  possession  of  documents  which  he  wish- 
ed to  conceal  and  was  ashamed  to  show  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  JONES  said,  certainly  not,  Mr.  Chairman. . 
The  correspondence  to  which  1  referred,  was  fur- 
nished to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Gog- 
gin,] in  answer  to  inquiries  as  chairman  of  the 
committee.  It  had  been  before  the  committee — he 
had  seen  it  there — but  it  had  not  been  printed;  the 
House  was  not  in  possession  of  the  correspond- 
ence. He  wished  the  House  to  know  the  fact, 
that  the  bay  line  company  proposed  for  and  re- 
ceived the  contract  to  carry  the  mail,  upon  condi- 
tion that  the  contract  should  be  irrevocable — noth' 
ing  more. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said  the  papers  were  there,  sub- 
ject to  the  examination  of  anybody  that  wished 
to  read  them.  Mr.  G.  further  remarked,  that  the 
Postmaster  General,  not  having  control  of  the  Tel- 
egraph, had  not  even  adverted  once  in  his  report 
to  the  existence  of  that  lightning  line.  The  reason 
might  perhaps  be  that  it  would  contrast  too  cred- 
itably with  his  own  foggy  circumnavigation..  Cer- 
tainly it  was  a  little  remarkable  that  the  existence 
of  such  a  medium  of  communication  was  nowhere 
even  mentioned.  Yet,  on  the  29th  of  November 
last,  (just  before  the  assembling  of  Congress,)  ho 
availed  himself  of  its  aid,  and  sent  to  the  Tele- 
graph office  a  proposition  as  to  a  change  of  con- 
tract for  transporting  the  southern  mail  by  this  bay 
company. 

Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  the  first  bid  was  made 
by  the  Postmaster  General  himself,  through  his  as- 
sistant, and  not  by  the  company.  The  communi- 
cation inquired  of  the  company,  if  the  department 
should  wish  to  send  the  mail  on  the  bay  route, 
what  would  you  ask  to  carry  it?  And  an  early 
answer  was  demanded.  This  was  signed  by  Mr. 
Hobbie,  and  sent  by  the  wires.  An  answer  was 
received  at  three  o'clock  and  ten  minutes  the  next 
morning,  offering  to  take  the  daily  mail  for  thirty- 
four  thousand  dollars  for  three  years  and  a  half, 
not  subject  to  revocation  within  tliat  lime,  with  the 
notice  that  ample  security  would  be  given.  Secu- 
rity was  promised,  but  tlve  department  had  asked 
for  it  in  vain.  1'he  pro|)osal  was  made  first  on  the 
part  of  the  department,  and,  so  much  atVaid  was 
the  Postmaster  General  that  it  should  not  be  con- 
summated before  Congress  shoul  1  assemble,  that 
it  was  sent  by  lightning,  and  an  immediate  re- 
sponse required;  and  the  compnny,  seeing  that 
they  had  got  the  depurtmenl  in  their  power,  insert- 
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ed'the  condiiion  that  the  contract  should  not  be 
subject  to  revocation. 

What  riglit  had  the  Postmaster  General  to  agree 
to  sue!?  a  condition,  when  the  law  directed  him  to 
insert  in  every  contract  a  clause  making  it  revo- 
cable at  the  will  of  the  department?  Yet  he  says 
in  his  report  that  these  contracts  would  remain 
firm  unless  Congress  should  ditx3ct  otherwise.  By 
the  resolution  Congress  was  asked  to  annul  this 
quasi  agreement;  for  contract  it  was  none.  The 
Postmaster  General  made  on  the  back  of  the  paper 
*n  endorsement,  wliich  Mr.  G.  read,  (but  of  which 
we  fi\iled  to  obtain  a  copy.) 

What  he  more  especially  desired  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  country  to  was  the  fact,  that  while 
the  Postmaster  General  represented  it  as  an  ouira- 
g«ous  thing  that  the  railroad  company  was  con- 
nected witli  the  steamboat  line,  (which  was  not  a 
fact,)  yet  in  this  contract  with  the  bay  company 
an  individual  was  largely  concerned  who  was  at 
the  same  tmie  the  proprietor  of  a  railroad  south  of 
Richmond;  and  thus  the  Post  Oflice  Department 
had  itself  connected  a  railroad  with  a  water  line, 
the  very  thing  it  charged  upon  this  company. 

Here  the  hour  allotted  to  Mr.  G.,  to  his  great 
seeming  surprise,  expired.  He  thereupon  ofi'ered 
an  amendment,  (given  below,)  which  was  read 
for  information. 

The  question  was  first  put  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  viz: 

"■Provided,  Tiiat  in  making  sucli  enntrnct  or  engagement 
with  tlie  Postmaster  Geiierai,  the  said  Riclimoiid,  Freder- 
icksburg, and  Potomac  Itailroad  and  Steamboat  Company 
sliall  agree  aail  engage  witli  tin;  Po.stma<tcr  General  to  pay 
to  the  Post  Oiiice  Departiiiejit  such  amount  or  sum  ol'moiiey 
as,  in  Ills  judgment,  shall  be,  a  f.iir  and  equitahie  equivalent 
to  the  contractors  for  transporting  tlie  mail  from  Baltimore 
to  Petersburg  and  Richmond  on  tiie  bay  line,  and  to  the 
contractDis  fiom  Washington  to  Kichmond  uiider  the  recent 
Arrangement,  as  will  indemnify  said  contractors  by  reason 
of  the  discontinuance  of  the  said  routes  hereby  dispensed 
with."  ^ 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  80,  noes 
65. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution  as  follows: 

,  Resolved,  'Chat  the  construction  heretofore  given  by  the 
Po^t  Ortice  Department,  and  particularly  that  oi  tlie  present 
PostnristLT  General,  to  the  laws  of  1838,  I»li9,  and  1845, 
regulating  and  restricting  the  compensation  to  be  p  lid  for 
<>;irryi(]g  the  mail  on  railroads,  is  hereby  approved  and  con- 
firmed. 

Ruled  out  of  order  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  further  to 
aiTiend  the  resolution,  by  adding  thereto  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Re.oloed,  That  it  shall  be  tl)e  duty  of  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral io  arrange  and  class  the  service  liereafter  to  be  required 
of  the  railroad  companies,  including  those  in  which  the  ser- 
vice is  partly  by  steamboats,  in  the  transportation  of  the 
United  States  mails,  into  four  clisses,  according  to  the  size 
of  the  mails,  the  spjed  and  frequency  with  which  tiie  mails 
are  or  shall  be  required  to  be  conveyed,  and  the  importance 
ol  the  service ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him  to  contract  for 
carrying  the  mail  with  any  such  railroad  conrpany,  or  any 
Kteamboat  company,  or  any  railroad  and  steamboat  com- 
pany, either  with  or  witlnmt  advertising  for  such  contract: 
Prooidal,  That  for  the  first  class  service  in  conve3ing  the 
mail  on  any  railroad,  he  shall  not  pay  a  higher  rat<;  of  com- 
pensation than  Sff^jO  per  mile  per  annum,  nor  for  second 
class  service  on  any  railroad  a  greater  compensation  than 
$l.iO  p;r  mile  per  annum,  nor  for  tinrd  class  service  on  any 
railroad  a  greater  cmnpensation  than  ^lOO  per  mile  per 
annum,  nor  for  the  fourth  class  service  on  any  railroad  a 
greater  compensation  than  fJfjO  per  mile  per  annum;  nor 
shall  he  pay  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail  on  steamboats, 
or  on  the  steamboat  portion  of  a  railroad  and  steamboat 
route,  a  greater  compensation  than  above  specified  for  the 
several  classes,  less  than  twelve  and  one-half  per  cent. 

iMr.  JONES  occupied  the  five  minutes  allowed 
to  him  under  the  rule  in  explanation  of  his  amend- 
ment. I  propose  (said  he)  that  the  Postmaster 
General  .shall  class  the  .service  hereafter  to  be  re- 
quired of  the  diU'erent  railroads  throughout  the 
Union,  for  the  transportation  of  the  mails,  into  four 
classes,  and  for  such  tran.sportation  he  shall  not 
allow  greater  compensation  than  that  specified  in 
the  amendment  for  each  class  of  service  respect- 
ively. Under  this  arrangement,  I  suppose,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  those  larger  mails,  such  as  those 
between  this  city  and  New  York,  being  requiicd, 
as  at  present,  to  be  carried  twice  a  day,  will  be  of 
the  fii-st  clas.s,  and  be  entitled  to  the  maximum 
compensatioti  of  two  hundicd  dollars  per  mile. 
The  lai-ge  daily  nnails — such  as  the  great  southern 
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and  also  the  great  western  mail — will  be  entitled  to 
the  highest  pay  for  that  class,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars — the  other  two  classes  being  the  one 
the  greater,  and  the  other  the  less,  local  or  way 
mail,  and  paid  as  proposed  in  the  amendment. 

This  country  has  partially  made  the  experiment 
of  cheap  postages,  and  I  am  gratified  to  know  that, 
thus  far,  it  has  succeeded  well — far  beyond  what 
some  of  us  expected,  and  futly  equal  to  the  hopes 
and  expectations  of  its  most  sanguine  friends.  Sir, 
the  friends  of  this  great  reform,  in  advocating  its 
adoption,  referred,  with  confidence,  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  postages  in  England.  There  the  postages 
had  been  reduced  to  almost  nothing — one  penny  a 
letter.  But  there,  as  I  understand,  scarcely  any- 
thing is  paid  for  transporting  the  mails;  there  the 
mails  are  transported  mostly  over  i;ailroads;  many 
of  them  receive  no  pay  at  all  for  carrying  the  mails; 
others  receive,  perhaps,  about  a  penny  a  mile — 
not  quite  two  cents,  or  some  other  nominal  and  in- 
significant sum;  while  but  one  railroad  in  that 
country,  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  receive.s  what 
would  be  considered  as  pay  for  carrying  the  mail, 
and  that  one  is  required  to  run  in  the  night,  with- 
out a  passenger  train,  but  solely  for  the  transport- 
ation of  the  mail,  i  am  not  for  adopting  this  policy 
towards  the  railroads  in  this  country.  No,  sir;  I 
am  in  favor  of  paying  them  liberally.  In  my 
amendment,  I  propose  to  allow  what  to  me  appears 
to  be  ample  compensation,  being  nearly  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  higher  than  is  now  paid  for  any  post- 
coach  service  in  the  United  States.  The  highest 
pay  for  any  post-coacli  service  at  present  being 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dollars  per  mile;  add 
twenty-five  per  cent,  on  that  amount,  and  it  will 
make  one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  per  mile.  I 
propose  to  pay  for  the  most  important  daily  rail- 
road service  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  My 
firm  impressions  are,  that  railroads  can  betterafford 
to  carry  the  mail  for  the  sum  now  proposed  than 
post-coaches  can  for  the  compensation  now  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  J.  soon  after  withdrew  his  amendment,  giv- 
ing notice  that  he  would  avail  himself  of  a  different 
time  and  mode  of  reaching  his  object. 

Mr.  BOTTS  now  obtained  the  floor,  and  wished 
to  address  the  Chair,  but  was  pronounced  out  of 
order  unless  he  rose  to  explain  an  amendment.  He 
thereupon  said  he  would  offer  one,  and  offered  the 
original  resolution  slightly  modified. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  only  desired  to  state  to  the  com- 
iTiittee  the  position  in  which  they  would  be  placed 
by  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones.]  He  verily  thought, 
when  he  heard  it  read,  that  the  gentleman  had  of- 
fered it  in  sport;  little  dreaming  that  the  House 
would  ever  think  of  passing  it.  Here  was  a  con- 
troversy between  the  Post  Office  Department  and 
a  railroad  company.  The  department  offered 
fJ30,000— the  company  demanded  p2,000. 

Here  Mr.  B.  was  called  to  order  by  Mr. 
THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  called  for 
the  reading  of  the  rule  which  forbade  the  grafting 
of  one  bill  or  I'esolution  on  another,  &c. 

Mr.  BOTTS.  What.'  Cannot  I  explain  another 
amendment  as  introductory  to  the  discussion  of  my 
own  ?  May  I  not  be  allowed  to  make  my  speech 
in  my  own  way .-' 

The  CHAIRMAN  reminded  Mr.  B.  that  the 
rule  allowed  each  gentleman  offering  an  amend- 
ment five  minutes  to  explain  that  amendment.  It 
might  be  difficult  for  the  Chair  to  decide  in  that 
time  whether  a  gentleman  was  speaking  exactly  in 
order  or  not. 

Mr.  BOTTS.  I  should  indeed  think  it  an  exer- 
cise of  great  ingenuity  if  the  Chair  could  now  tell 
what  1  mean  to  say.  The  railroad  company  re- 
fused the  ^30,000  offered  by  the  department,  and 
hence  it  is  that  this  question  has  come  before  Con- 
gress. The  Post  Olfice  Committee  has  reported  a 
resolution  providing  that  that  offer  is  to  be  renew- 
ed; and  thereupon  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
propcscs  an  amendment  declaring  that  the  com- 
pany may  have  the  contract  at  that  price,  if  they 
will  only  consent  to  \^ay  all  damages  which  the 
Postmaster  General  in  his  discretion  shall  impose 
upon  the  company  for  refusing  liis  offer — wiiich  ia 


pretty  much  the  same  as  saying,  "  you  may  carry 
our  mail  for  nothing,  if  you  choose. "  Thank  you 
for  small  favors. 

Mr.  JAMIESON  moved  to  recommit  the  reso- 
lution and  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN  ruled  it  out  of  order. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  moved  the  following 
amendment: 

Resolved,  That  nothing  in  this  resolution  shall  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  require  any  increase  of  the  present  expenditure 
in  the  Post  Oflice  Department. 

In  explaining  his  amendment  he  said  its  object 
was  that  his  constittients  might  not  suffer  fi'om  any 
action  Congi-e.s*B  might  take  on  this  subject.  There 
was  in  his  district  a  very  peculiar  arrangement  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mail.  It  was  carried  fiom 
the  eastern  extremity  of  the  district  quite  to  the 
western,  through  six  counties,  a  distance  of  two 
hundred  and  thiity  miles;  and,  in  order  to  convey 
a  letter  from  one  county  seat  to  another,  situated 
but  twenty-five  miles  apart,  it  was  made  to  travel 
a  circuitotis  journey  of  more  than  thi-ee  hundred 
miles,  and  was  two  weeks  upon  the  way,  while  a 
traveller  could  pass  from  one  point  to  the  other  in 
five  hours.  This  was  but  a  specimen,  a  small  part 
of  the  inconvenience  suffered  by  the  people  of  his  ' 
district  from  year  to  year.  They  had  applied  to 
the  department  for  relief,  but  it  v^^as  refused,  be- 
cause the  department  could  afford  no  moi-e  expen- 
ditures in  that  quarter.  Mr.  H.  had  thought  that 
now  brighter  prospects  began  to  dawn  upon  them; 
but  if  the  expenditures  of  the  departrnent  were  to 
be  increased  in  the  eastern  portions  of  the  Union, 
his  people  would  have  to  groan  on  and  suffer  on  for 
years  to  come.  It  was  true,  gentlemen  said  it 
would  cost  the  department  but  some  $2,700  more; 
but  the  expendituie  of  a  single  thousand  dollars  in 
his  district  would  give  his  constituents  all  they  de- 
sii-ed;  and  so  great  an  anomaly  as  the  cari'yirig  a 
letter  three  hundred  miles  to  a  town  twenty-five 
miles  off,  and  keeping  it  two  weeks  in  reaching  a 
point  which  a  man  on  horseback  could  reach  in 
five  hours,  would  be  put  an  end  to.  Till  that  was 
done,  he  must  object  to  any  increase  of  expendi- 
ture here. 

Mr.  HASKELL  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 
Lost. 

Mr.  JAMIESON  renewed  his  motion  to  recom- 
rnit  with  instructions.     Not  in  order. 

Mr.  BOTTS  was  understood  to  have  withdrawn 
his  amendment. 

The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Hall's  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Meade's  substitute  next  came  up,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  Seyiafe  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That 
the  Postmaster  General  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  in 
future  to  contr.'ict  with  the  railroad  companies  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  at  a  price  not  exceeding  ,'|237  iJO  a  mile 
for  transporting  the  mail  once  a  day,  and  (jfSUO  for  transport- 
ing the  same  twice  a  day:  Provided,  That  for  such  service 
performed  in  the  night-time  an  additional  compensation,  not 
exceeding  15  per  cent,  on  those  sums,  may  he  given. 

Resolved,  '['hat  the  Postmaster  General  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  required  to  cause  the  great  northern  and  southern 
mail  to  be  transported  hy  steamboat  an<l  railroad,  on  the 
usual  route,  until  otherwise  directed  by  law,  provided  the 
same  can  be  done  for  the  prices  herein  prescribed. 

Mr.  MEAD  said,  his  object  in  offering  his 
substitute  was,  to  furnish  a  fixed  rule  by  which 
the  Postmaster  General  should  be  governed  in 
making  his  conti-acts.  He  recapitulated  the  ternis 
proposed  by  Iris  amendment.  He  understood  that 
there  were  some  in  this  House  who  thought  ^237* 
50  per  mile  was  too  much.  He  begged  them  lo 
remember  that  the  whole  nation  was  interested  in 
keeping  up  at  least  one  line  of  railroads  from  here 
to  New  Orleans,  for  the  national  defence  of  the 
country.  And  he  wished  to  state  the  fact  that 
there  was  no  railroad  between  this  city  and 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  the  stock  of  which 
was  worth  seventy  cents  on  a  dollar;  and  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  now  that,  under  immense  debts, 
these  i-ailronds  could  keep  themselves  up.  The 
stock  of  the  railroad  between  this  city  and  Rich- 
mond was  not  worth  more  than  $75  per  $100.  The 
railroad  from  Petersburg  to  Uoanolcc  was  not 
worth  moie,  and  the  railroad  tVom  Roanoke  to 
Wilmington  was  not  worth  more  than  20  per  c«nt. 
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If  the  proviso  of  the  sientleman  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Jones]  was  reiained,  the  consequence  would 
l)e,  that  we  should  he  witiiout  the  means  of  Irans- 
po'rtin?  the  mail  from  Petersburg:  soulh;  for  while 
we  had  in  the  bay  line  a  competitor  with  the  rail- 
road line  from  this  city  to  Richmond,  after  we  get 
to  Petersburo-  there  is  no  compeliuon  whatever 
witii  the  railroad;  and  if  the  Petersburg  and  Wil- 
mington mad  should  say  that  they  would  not  carry 
the  mail  for  less  than  ^237  50  per  mile,  this  whole 
mail  must  be  transported  by  post-coaches,  which 
would  cost  a  great  deal  more,  while  the  cars  con- 
tinued to  run  to  carry  the  travellers  He  repeated, 
that  while  he  was  for  limitins;  this  compensation 
to  the  smallest  reasonable  amount,  yet  he  con- 
sidered it  was  |>olicy  to  give  a  fair  and  liberal  com- 
pensation to  these  roads,  with  a  view  ofkeeping 
up  these  lines  of  communication  from  here  to  New 
Orleans,  which,  at  some  future  time,  might  be  of 
such  essential  service  to  the  country. 

Mr.  DLTER  inquired  how  n)uch  increa.lfe  of  com- 
pensation the  gentleman  proposed  over  the  present 
rales  ? 

JVIr.  MEADE.  None.  He  proposed  the  same 
}>riee  which  was  oflered  by  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, and  about  $13  less  than  the  railroad  had  re- 
ceived previously. 

It  was  the  policy  of  the  resolution  which  he 
olTered'as  a  substitute  to  disconnect  the  railroad 
from  the  steamboat  altogether,  and,  by  so  doing, 
w-e  could  have  the  mail  transported  from  this  city 
to  Aquia  creek  for  §5,000,  instead  of  ;j>13,000,  which 
■  was  now  paid.  And,  as  he  said  yesterday,  the 
Postmaster  General,  if  he  had  committed  any  error 
at  all,  had  committed  it  in  suffering  the  railroad 
company  to  connect  itself  with  the  steamboat  com- 
pany in  disiegard  of  its  charter. 
.  jVIr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend  the 
substitute  of  Mr.  Meade  by  striking  out  the  pro- 
vision for  an  additional  compensation  of  15  per 
cent,  for  night  service. 

Mr.  ME.IDE  said  that  15  percent,  was  a  re- 
duction from  25  per  cent,  which  the  Postmaster 
General  was  now  authorized  to  pay. 

Mr.  JONES  briefly  advocated  his  amendment. 
He  said  that  lie  made  this  motion  because  he  was 
opposed  to  allowing  additional  compensation  for 
night  service.  The  mail  is  carried  from  Peters- 
burg, Virginia,  to  Weldon,  North  Carolina,  both 
ways,  in  the  night;  also,  from  Augusta,  Georgia, 
to  Atalaiita,  in  the  same  State,  a  distance  of  171 
miles,  both  ways,  in  the  night;  and  yet  no  addi- 
tional compensation  is  paid  to  either  of  them  in 
consideration  of  this  night  service.  1  am  aware 
that  it  has  been  said,  on  behalf  of  the  Richmond 
and  Fredericksburg  company,  that  it  is  an  advan- 
tage to  the  company  to  run  the  mail  train  in  the 
ni^ht,  as  it  will  not  then  interfere  with  the  burden 
trains  on  the  road.  Mr.  J.  said  that  he  was  sur- 
prised to  learn  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  GocoiN,]  from  his  remarks  this  morning, 
had  fallen  into  the  same  ei'ror  as  to  the  advantage 
of  night  or  day  service,  but  upon  far  more  erro- 
neous reasoning.  If  I  understood  the  gentleman 
aright,  he  said  the  company  owning  tlie  I'oad 
from  Petersburg  to  Weldon  is  composed  of  slave- 
holders; that,  in  the  daytime,  those  slaves  were 
engaged  in  the  woods  in  procuring  wood,  and  in 
the  night  they  attended  at  the  stations,  to  supply 
the  trains  with  fuel  and  water,  and  thus  the  ex- 
jjcnse  oP  a  double  sot  of  hands  is  avoided.  I  am 
a  southern  man  myself — have  been  accustomed  to 
slavery  all  my  life;  and,  so  far  as  my  knowledge 
extends,  it  is  the  custom  in  the  South,  in  the  em- 
ployment of  slaves — as  I  presume  it  is  where  free 
labor  is  employed — in  all  rases  where  the  business 
engaged  in  ref|uires  hands  day  and  nia;ht,  that  a 
double  set  of  hands  is  employed;  and  nowhere  in 
the  South  have  [  ever  heard  that  the  same  hands 
'were  employed  by  day  and  night  in  any  business 
by  their  owners.  I  do  not  live  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  a  railroad;  but  I  doubt  not  that  these  rail- 
road companies,  as  well  as  evei"ybody  else,  under 
ximilar  cir-;umstances,  employ  one  set  of  hands 
for  day  .service  and  another  set  of  hands  for  night 
mervicc.  I  am  assured  by  gentlemen  around  me, 
who  live  in  the  vicinity  of  those  southern  rail- 
road.9,  that  such  is  the  fact.  I  hope  my  amend- 
ment will  be  adopted. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Meade's  sub- 
Bliliile,  It  was  rfgectcd. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
BO  as  to  substitute  the  following: 

W'lieraas  it  ii  iha  duly  of  llic  PoiUnoiittr  General  to  pro- 


vide for  due  celiirily,  certainty,  and  serniily  in  tlie  Irans- 
pirlation  oC  the  mail,  in  ordiT  to  rclicvc  hint  from  any  em- 
t>arraiisn!erns  under  wliicli  he  may  labor  by  reason  of  exist- 
ing laws  (as  he  construes  tlicm)  or  the  usages  of  his  do- 
parlinenl,  as  they  are  now  said  to  exist : 

Be  it  resolrcd  Inj  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rcjirescnltilive^  of 
Ike  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assemhled,  Ttiat 
tlie  Postmasfpr  General  lie,  and  he  is  hereby,  aiithoiized  to 
lenew  the  emiaiiemenls  heretofore  existing  for  tlie  trans- 
portation of  the  ^'reat  northern  and  southern  mail  by  the 
Hirhmond,  Frederickshing,  and  I'olomae  Railroad  and 
Steamboat  Company,  at  a  price  nf>t  less  than  that  which 
has  been  |)aid  by  the  present  Postmaster  General,  as  well 
as  his  predecessors,  for  the  regular  and  satisfa<'tory  trans- 
portation of  the  said  mail  up  to  the  month  of  July  last. 

Disagreed  to  by  tellers:  Ayes  49,  noes  107. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  committee  rise  and  report  the  following  rec- 
ommendation to  the  House: 

"That  it  be  recninmitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Uoads.  with  instructions  to  in(|uire  and  report 
whether  any  and  what  furllier  legislation  of  a  aen<'ral  char- 
acter is  required  in  relaiion  to  the  transportation  of  the  mail 
by  railroads  and  steanilioats." 

Mr.  JAMIESON  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Rock- 
well's amendment  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That,  byway  of  amendment  to  the  several  prop- 
ositions before  the  connnittee,  the  commitiee  recommend  to  i 
the  House  a  recommitment  of^  the  same  to  the  Committee  on  : 
the  Post  Ofliee  and  Post  Roads,  with  instructions  to  report  a  I 
bill  gratiting  equal  mail  facilities  thronghout  the  Union.  j 

Disagreed  to.  [ 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  moved  to  amend  Mr. 
Rockwell's  amendment,  by  adding  after  the  word 
"  steamboat"  the  words  "  or  by  any  other  mode." 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  accepted  Mr.  Hall's  amend- 
ment as  a  modification. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Rockwell's- 
amendment  by  adding  the  following  : 

"  .Also,  to  ascertain  the  terms  upon  which  the  department 
can  be  released  from  the  contract  with  the  bay  company 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mail;  also,  the  terms  ii[)on 
which  a  contract  can  be  made  with  the  Fredericksburg  and 
Potomac  Railroad  Company  for  the  transportation  of  said 
mail." 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  accepted  Mr.  McKay's 
amendment  as  a  modification. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Rock- 
well's amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative — 
ayes  85,  noes  92. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  joint 
resolution  as  amended. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  when  this  House 
adjourns  it  will  adjourn  to  Monday  ne.xt. 

And,  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  foIlowi«g  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred : 

By  Mr.  DUNN :  The  petition  of  Gideon  Walker,  a-king 
pay  for  services  as  an  enlisted  soldier,  from  the  year  of  17ti2 
to  179.1. 

By  Mr.  SyLVERTER:  The  petition  of  Skellon  Felton, 
praying  for  a  p(Misioa  for  wounds  received  while  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  daiingthe  late  war  with  Great 
Britain. 

By  Mr.  COCKE:  The  petition  of  William  C.  Mallicoat, 
and  124  other  citizens  of  Grainger  count, ,  in  the  !?tat^  of 
Tennessee,  praying  l^ongre.is  to  establish  a  post  route  from 
Thorn  Hill,  in  said  county,  to  Blain's  Cross  Roads. 

By  Mr.  PHEFjPS:  Petitions  of  citizens  of  Newton  and 
Jasper  counties,  Missouri,  for  a  semi-weekly  postroutefrom 
Bolivar,  via  Dade  C.  I).,  to  Neosho.  ^ 

By  Mr.  NfCOLL  :  The  memorial  of  James  Wilson,  Smith, 
Tbiirgar  St  Co.,  Barclay  &  Livingston,  Davis,  Brooks  & 
Co.,  Newhold  &.  Crnft,  and  others,  ofthecity  of  New  York, 
praying  to  be  refunded  the  amount  of  duties  paid  by  them 
upon  merchandise  destroyed  by  the  great  fire  which  occurred 
in  that  eitv  Jnlv  19,  IS^-l')- 

By  Mr.  MeiLVAINE:  The  memorial  of  the  "New  Gar- 
den Monthly  Meeting  of  Friends,"  held  in  Clii.'ster  county, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  that  Congress  shall  adopt  immediate 
and  eiiicient  measures  to  terminate  the  existing  war  with 
Mexico  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  American  troops  from  the 
Mexican  soil,  and  against  the  ac(iuisition  of  any  teriitory; 
hut,  if  territory  shall  be  acquired,  that  the  perpetual  prohibi- 
tion of  slavery  be  made  a  primary  condition  ;  and  in  favor  of 
a  system  of  arbitration  of  all  national  dilferences. 

By  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York  :  'I'lie  pelitiim  and  other 
papers  of  Captain  Thomas  Dewar,  asking  pay  for  money  ad- 
vancerl  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  last 
war  with  Great  Britain. 

By  Mr.  Mit.'LIOLLAND  :  The  petition  of  Mrs.  Catharine 
lloli'man,  widow  of  the  late  Lieutenant  Colonel  William 
HofTman,  for  a  pension.  , 

By  Mr.  CilOWELN:  The  petition  of  Job  Joluison,  and 
others,  citizens  of  Ohio,  for  a  new  mail  route  from  I'itts- 
burg,  Peuiisi  Ivania,  to  Manslield,  in  Ohio. 

By  Mr.  PENDLE'l'OX'  :  The  petition  of  Lewis  McKenzie, 
pr.iving  to  be  paid  nnrnt^y  advanced  for  trans|)ortation  of 
tronps. 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR:  The  petition  of  Thomas  Scott,  late 
resister  of  the  land  olttee  at  Cbilictitbe,  Ohio,  praying 
compensation  for  extra  services  conupcled  with  the  duties 
of  his  office  ;  hen  tnfore  presented,  April  1 ,  18'J4.  Also,  the 
petition  of  Samuel  Reed,  of  Pike  comity,  Ohio,  praying  |iay- 
ment  for  part  of  a  tract  of  land  purciiased  of  the  United 
Rtateo,  the  title  to  which  has  not  been  miiintnincd;  hereto- 
fore iirevcntcd,  January  21,  1S46. 


I      By  Mr.  WlJPPE:  The  petition  of  Genrgf  F.  De  la  Roche 
'  and  William  P.  Sanger,  praying  compensation  for  services 
j  rendered  in  the  Navy  Department.     Also,  the  petition  of 
Horatio  Spraffiie;  heretofore  presented. 

By  Mr.  MORSE:  The  petition  of  Valery  Gainnie,  play- 
ing for  the  correction  of  an  error  in  an  actof  conlirmation  of 
;  fanri. 

By  Mr.  GRINNELL :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Ware- 

I  ham,  Sandwich,  and  Rochester,  Massaehnselts,  prayingthat 

a  new  collection  di^trict  may  be  esiablished  with  a  port  of 

I  entiy  at  Warehanijto  include  the  toivns  of  Wareham,  Satid- 

!  wieli,  and  that  part  of  Rochester  called  Sippieaii. 

By  Mr.  AllBOT'J':  The  petition  of  J.  F.  Mahanahan  and 

105  others,  citizens  of  Lowell,  Massachusetts,  praying  that 

!  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of^uly  4,  1836, 

j  maybe  so  far  modified  that  no  patents  valid  and  operative  in 

J  the  law  slKilJ  be  surrendered. 

j      By  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut:  That  the  petition 
]  and  papers  of  William  Ciueen  be  taken  from  the  tiles  and 
i  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
;      By  Mr.  CROWELL  :  The  petition  of  Billiogs,  Chaffee, 

and  others,  citizens  of  Medina  and  Summit  counties,  in'' 
;  Ohio,  for  a  triweekly  mail  route  from  Hudson  to  Biuns- 
wick.  Also,  the  petition  of  Ij.  W.  Curtis  iuid  others,  citi- 
i  zens  of  Trumbull.  Portage,  and  Summit  comities,  Ohio,  for 
j  a  iri-wcekly  mail  route  from  Warren,  in  Trumbull  county, 
I  to  Hudson,  in  SHiimiil  county.  Also,  the  petition  of  Peter 
!  Allen  and  others,  citizens  of  Kinseniaii,  Trumbull  county, 
I  Ohio,  praying  for  peace  with  Mexico. 

i  ByMr.  ME.\nE:  That  the  petition  of  Samuel  Jones  be 
I  taken  from  the  files  of  the  House,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
j  mittee  on  Revolutionary  Llaims. 

i  ByMr.  BRALB:  The  petition  of  Samuel  Butler,  pi-aying 
I  to  he  placed' upon  the  fist  of  invalid  pensioners. 

By  Mr.  DICKINSON  :  A  petition  from  citizens  of  Craw- 
ford county,  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  repeal  so  much  of 
:  the  act  of  March  3,  1847,  as  repeals  that  part  of  the  act  of 
!  the  3d  of  March,  184.i,  which  allows  newspapers  to  be  sens 
I  through  the  mail  free  of  postage. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES: 
Monday,  January  10,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  last  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

THE   SOUTHERN  MAIL. 

When  the  House  adjourned  on  that  day,  the 
pending  question  was  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ments re|)orted  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
wit:  the  aiTiendment  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee, 
and  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Hall,  of  Missouri, 
as  published  with  the  proceedings  of  that  day. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  these  amendments 
coming  up  to-day — 

Mr.  GOGGIN  moved  to  recommit  the  resolu- 
tion and  amendments  with  the  following  instruc- 
tions: "  To  report  upon  all  the  flicts  in  relation  to 
the  subject-matter  of  the  said  resolution,  with  such 
modification  or  alteration  of  the  same  as  tnay  be 
deemed  expedient."  ^ 

Mr.  GOGGIN  renwrked,  in  support  of  this 
motion  to  recommit,  that  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  aiid  Post  Roads  had  reported  no  facts 
accompanying  their  resolution.  In  order  to  en- 
able them  to  do  so,  and  to  do  justice_to  the  original 
mover  of  the  resolutio-n,  he  wished  it  recommit- 
ted; and  he  hoped  the  question  would  be  disposed 
of  without  further  delay. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  said  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  desired  this  bill  to  be  recommitted  for  the 
purpose  of  having  the  facts  reported  to  the  House. 
He  thought  the  facts  had  been  sufficiently  stated 
to  the  House,  as  well  by  the  Postmaster  General 
as  by  those  who  had  discussed  the  question  here. 
The  gentleinan  desired  to  get  rid  of  this  bill,  and, 
therefore,  he  (Mr.  13.)  thought  the  best  way  to 
dispose  of  it  would  be  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on 
the  table.     He  therefore  made  that  motion. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative:  Yeas  09,  nays  124. 

The  motion  then  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the 
motion  to  recommit  with  instructions,  when — 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  the  previous 
question,  which  was  secondetl,  and  the  main  ques- 
tion ordered  to  be  now  put,  viz:  Will  the  House 
agree  to  the  first  amendment  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Jones's.') 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question  were  an- 
nounced as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  J(din  tiuincy  Adams,  Bingham,  Birdsall, 
Black,  liowdmi.  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Brodhead,  William  G. 
Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Cathcart,  C:'hase,  Beverly  L.  Clark, 
Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Collins,  Cummins, 
D.miel,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Daniel  Duncan,  Edsall,  Embrce, 
Nathan  Evans,  Faran,  Farrelh  ,  Fcatherston.  Fickliii,  Fries, 
French,  Genii  v,  Willard  P.  Hall,  ilammcms,  Harris,  Henley, 
Hill,EliasB.  i  lolmes,  George  S.  ll(m...ton.  Charles  J.  Diger- 
soll,  Jamieson,  Jenkins,  Aiidn  w  Johnson,  James  II.  John- 
son, Robert  W.  Johnson,  George  VV.  .limes,  Kennoii,Lalini, 
La  sere,  Sidney  Lawrence,  LeIIIer,  l.igoii,  Lord,  Lumpkin, 
Maclay,  MeCJIclland,  McClcrnnnd,  McKay,  iMann,  Marvin, 
Miller",  Morris,  Morse,  Nelson,  Peaslee,  Pick,  Pel'rie,  Pey- 
ton, Phelps,  I'illsbury,  Putnam,  Rhett,  Riehardi-on,  Riehey, 
Robinson,  Rockhill,  Rose,  Itnmsey,  Sawyer,  Sherrill,  Simp- 
son, Sims,  Smart,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  Starkweather, 
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Charles  E.  Stuart,  Tliomns,  Jainns  Thompson,  Jacoh  Thomp- 
son, John  B.  Thompson,  William  Thompson,  Turner, 
Venable,  Wontwortli,  Wick,  Williams,  Wilev,  and  Wood- 
ward—97. 

NAVS — Messrs.  Ahholt,  Green  Adams,  A^hrnim,  Car- 
rin;;er,  Barrow,  Bayly,  Beale,  Bertinger,  Belciier,  Blanchard, 
Boeock,  Botts,  jioydon,  Brady,  Butler,  Cabell,  Canhy, 
Chap. nan,  Clinijman,  Cocke,  (longer,  Cranston,  Crisfield, 
Crowf'll,  Crozior,  Dixon,  Donnell,  Durr,  Gamett  Duncan,. 
Kckert,  Edwards,  Fishur,  Flournoy,  Frfe(llcv,  Fulton,  Gayle, 
Gogsin,  Gott,  Gregory,  Grinned,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall, 
Haskell,  Henry,  Isaac  E.  Holmes,  John  W.  Houston,  Hub- 
iiard,  Hudson,  Joseph  R.  IiiL'ersoll,  John  W.  Jones,  Kauf- 
man, ICellogg,  Tiiomas  B.  Kiii'z,  Daniel  P.  King,  William 
T.  T<awrence, Levin,  Lincoln,  McDowell, McUvaine, Marsh, 
Meaile,  Morc'head,  iVIullin,  Murpliy,  Nes,  Newall,  Nicoll, 
Outlaw,  Palfrey,  Pcndleloji,  Pollock,  Preston,  Julius  Rock- 
well, John  A.  Rockwell,  Root,  St.  John,Scheiick,Shepperd, 
Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stephens,  Andrew  Stew- 
art, Strohiii,  Sylvester,  Tallmadge,  Thihodcaux,  Taylor, 
ToMijikins,  Richard  W.Thompson,  Robert  A.  Thompson, 
Toombs,  Van  Dyke,  Vintun,  Warren,  White,  and  Wilson 
— 9G. 

The  SPEAKER  voted  in  the  negative,  thus 
equalizing  the  vote,  whereby  the  amendment  was 
lost. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  agi-eeing  to  the 
second  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  Hall's,)  and  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative: Yeas  101,  nays  91. 

The  que.stion  was  then  put  on  ordering  the  Joint 
resolution  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time, 
and  it  was  decided  in  tlie  negative  without  a  divis- 
ion. 

So  the  joint  resolution  was  rejected. 

THE   president's  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  ,1.  R.  Ingersoll,  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  resolutions  referring  the  Presi- 
dent's annual  message  to  the  various  appropriate 
committees. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  having  the  floor,  ad- 
dressed the  House  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Chairman  :  It  is  due,  perhaps,  to  the  com- 
mittee, that  I  should  renew  the  apology  now, 
wiiich  I  felt  constrained  to  offer  the  other  day 
when  I  appealed  to  the  committee  to  adjourn  this 
question  temporarily,  to  enable  me  to  speak  upon 
it  under  more  favorable  circumstances.  Certain- 
ly, sir,  upon'no  other  ground  than  that  of  physi- 
cal indisposition,  would  I  have  ventured  so  far 
from  my  humble  course  here  as  to  have  asked  so 
great  a  concession.  In  return,  gentlemen,  for 
your  kindness  and  consideration,  I  can  only  offer 
you  the  humble  tribute  of  my  thanks  and  grati- 
tude, which  I  beg  you  to  accept. 

These,'  Mr.  Chairman,  are  critical  and  porten- 
tous times;  an  accidental  conjuncture  threatens 
the  success  of  the  cherished  principles  of  Democra- 
cy, and  all  who  are  friendly  to  the  present  repub- 
lican Administration  are  imperiously  called  upon  to 
come  forth  promptly  and  boldly  in  its  defence. 
All  who  profess  to  be  Democrats  should  now  prove 
their  faith  by  their  works.  For  one,  sir,  I  pro- 
pose to  do  this;  and,  that  I  may  do  it  with  the 
moresucces.s,  I  shall  indulge  in  a  somewhat  exten- 
sive range  of  debate. 

First,  sir,  it  is  my  purpose  to  review  the  great 
measures  that  distinguished  the  internal  or  domes- 
tic policy  of  the  present  Executive  Administration, 
and  in  like  manner,  on  some  future  occasion,  its 
external  or  foreign  policy — especially  the  justice 
of  our  cause  in  the  existing  war  with  Mexico; 
thus  affording,  as  a  whole,  a  general  survey  of 
the  conduct  of  our  Government  on  the  most  im- 
portant events  of  modern  times. 

Proceeding,  sir,  at  once  to  the  first  and  present 
branch  of  my  pregnant  thenne,  I  will  be  allo\red  to 
premise  that  great  and  fundamental  changes  have 
occui-red  in  the  administration  of  the  Government 
within  a  few  years  past.  Upon  the  accession  of 
the  Democratic  party  to  the  control  of  Congress  in 
134.3  and  1844,  they  found  the  policy  lately  before 
established  by  the  Federalists  in  full  operation. 
True,  President  Tyler,  as  if  directed  by  some  divine 
power,  arrested  that  fearful  and  fatal  consumma- 
tion— a  United  States  bank;  but  other  measures 
little  less  mischievous  survived  to  afflict  the  coun- 
try. The  mandamus  and  distribution  acts  still 
blotted  the  statute  book;  the  question  of  the  policy 
and  power  of  this  Government  to  engage  in  schemes 
of  internal  improvement  remained  to  be  settled; 
the  black  tariff  to  be  replaced  by  a  revenue  tariff; 
the  constitutional  treasury  to  be  restored;  and  the 
graduation   principle,  if  possible,    ingrafted  upon 


the  present  land  system.  In  short,  a  thorough 
work  of  reform  and  restoration  challenged  our  best 
efforts.  And  how  was  that  work  performed .'  We 
shall  see. 

Upon  the  meeting  of  the  twenty-eighth  Congress 
in  1843  and  1844,  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  found  themselves  much  embar- 
rassed by  a  serious  and  important  question,  that 
stood  in  the  way  of  the  very  organization  of  the 
body,  which  forced  them  to  choose  between  dis- 
regarding what  purported  to  be  a  law,  and  exclu- 
ding several  of  the  States  frotn  a  voice  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  body.  This  was  the  work  of  the 
mandamus  act,  which  deserves  to  be  explained. 
The  Constitution  declares  that  "  the  times,  places, 
and  manner  of  holding  elections  for  Senators  and 
Representatives  shall  be  prescribed  in  each  State 
by  the  Legislature  thereof;  but  the  Congress  may 
at  any  time,  by  law,  make  or  alter  such  regula- 
tions, except  as  to  the  places  of  choosing  Sena- 
tors." 

This  provision  of  the  Constitution  is  of  plain 
and  obvious  import;  hut  a  Federal  Congress  was 
not  content  to  obey  it.  Rendered  arrogant  by  the 
possession  of  ill-gotten  power,  they  assumed  the 
dictatorial  authority  to  demand  of  the  States  to 
"  make  such  regulations  "  as  the  Constitution  left 
only  to  Congress  to  make  :  in  other  words,  they 
assumed  to  do  indirectly  what  they  were  afraid  to 
do  dii-ectly.  They  passed  a  law  requiring  of  such 
of  the  States  as  elected  Re|iresentatives  by  "gen- 
eral ticket"  to  cease  to  do  so,  and  elect  by  "  dis- 
tricts." The  design  of  the  law  was  obvious  :  it 
was  to  force  New  Hampshire,  Georgia,  Missis- 
sippi, and  Missouri — four  Democratic  States — to 
abandon  the  mode  of  electing  by  general  ticket, 
and  to  elect  by  districts.  And  the  immediate 
effect  of  the  law  would  have  been  to  exclude  the 
Representatives  from  those  States,  almost  all  of 
whom  were  Democrats,  from  a  seat  in  the  House. 
Such,  sir,  would  have  been  the  effect  of  the  law. 
Well,  what  was  the  result.'  The  States  compro- 
mised by  the  usurpation  disregarded  the  law;  and 
a  Democratic  Congress,  true  in  their  devotion  to 
the  Constitution  and  to  State  rights,  repealed  it. 
They  repealed  it  for  numerous  reasons,  any  one 
of  which  would  have  been  sufficient  to  justify  the 
act.  It  was  unconstitutional,  because  it  affirmed  a 
subordination  of  the  States  to  Federal  authority, 
unknown  to  the  Constitution;  because,  by  a  sort 
of  legislative  alchemy,  it  converted  one  power  into 
two — the  power  of  Congress  to  do  a  particular  act 
into  a  compound  power  to  require  the  States  to  do 
the  same  act.  It  was  inexpedient,  because  it  was 
designed  to  take  immediate  effect,  which  would 
have  caused  several  of  the  States  to  incur  the  ex- 
pense and  trouble  of  holding  extra  sessions  of 
their  Legislatures  to  give  the  mandate  effect.  It 
was  wrong,  because  its  motive  and  its  object  was 
to  constitute  a  miserable,  paltry,  party  triumph. 
And  for  that  and  other  reasons,  it  was  expunged 
from  the  statute-book;  and  thus  the  way  was 
opened  to  the  great  and  brilliant  political  reforma- 
tions which  have  followed  under  Mr.  Polk's  ad- 
ministration. 

The  first  of  these,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  which  I 
shall  give  my  attention,  is  that  which  recent  and 
present  circumstances  seem  to  demand  should  be 
first  noticed:  I  refer  to  the  bold  and  patriotic  stand 
taken  by  the  President  upon  the  subject  of  inter- 
na! improvements  by  this  Government  under  ex- 
isting circumstances.  I  shall  speak  first  to  this 
subject,  because  justice  to  truth  and  the  President 
demand  that  the  attacks  made  upon  both  should 
he  immediately  repelled.  Well,  sir,  what,  then, 
has  been  the  course  of  the  President  upon  this 
perplexing  question .'  Upon  succeeding  to  the 
Presidency,  like  President  Jackson,  he  found  him- 
self rnuch  embarrassed  by  its  inherent  difficulties; 
which  difficulties  have  been  greatly  aggravated  by 
the  conflicting  legislation  of  Congress  upon  the 
subject.  It  is  a  fact,  that  for  more  than  thirty 
years  after  the  organization  of  the  present  Gov- 
ernment, no  act  was  passed  by  Congress  appro- 
priating public  money  for  river  and  harbor  iin- 
provements.  It  appears  that  our  predecessors 
accorded  this  power  to  belong  to  the  States  pecu- 
liarly. Warned  by  the  experience  of  other  na- 
tions, they  held  that  an  absolute  money  power  was 
absolute  despotism:  and,  therefore,  such  of  them 
as  assisted  in  framing  the  Federal  Constitution, 
through  a  jealous  fear,  were  unwilling  to  unite 
such  a  power  with  that  of  the  sword,  which  was 
given  to  this  Government.     Such  n  conjunction — 


the  pur.se  and  the  sword — they  thought  would 
prove  as  disastrous  to  liberty  here  as  it  had  else- 
where. Hence,  in  1817  and  J818,  Congress,  in 
pursuance  of  this  example  of  aijstinence  from  the 
exercise  of  doubtful  powers,  passed  the  following 
declaratory  resolutions  in  the  nrgative;  and  that, 
too,  after  a  protracted  and  elaborate  debate,  in 
which  such  statesmen  as  Barbour  of  Virginia, 
Blount  of  Tennessee,  Cobb  of  Georgia,  Desha 
of  Kentucky,  Holmes  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Ringgold  of  Maryland,  took  an  active  and  con- 
spicitous  part  in  the  negative.  The  resolutions 
are  as  follow: 

1st.  Resolved,  That  Congress  has  power,  under  the  Consti- 
tution, to  construct  post-roads  and  military  roads  :  Provided, 
That  private  property  be  not  taken  for  public  use  without 
just  compensation. 

Yeas  82,  nays  84. 

2d.  ResoU-eil,  That  Congress  has  power,  under  tlie  Con- 
stitution, to  construct  roads  and  canals  necessary  for  com- 
merce between  the  States:  Provided,  ThiU  private  property 
bi3  not  taken  for  public  purposes  without  just  compensaliou. 

Yeas  71,  nays  95. 

3d.  Resolocd,  That  Congress  has  power,  under  the  Con- 
stitution, to  construct  canals  for  militarj  yur^wscs  ;  Piovided, 
That  no  private  property  be  taken  fur  any  such  purpose 
vvithnutjust  compensation  therefor. 

Yeas  81,  nays  83. 

Such,  sir,  was  the  course  of  Congress  upon  this 
subject  down  to  1817  and  1818,  and  such  the 
ground  upon  which  it  was  rested.  Yet,  sir,  accord- 
ing to  the  history  of  organized  power  everywhere, 
we  find  that  in  1829,  when  General  Jackson  had 
succeeded  to  the  Presidency,  that  this  early  and 
long-continued  practice  and  construction  of  the 
Constitution  h.ad  been  overthrown,  and  a  most 
loose  and  latitudinous  one  adoptett  in  its  stead. 
Wild  and  extravagant  schemes  of  internal  im- 
provement had  become  the  order  of  tbe  day.  Du- 
ring the  immediately  previous  administration  of 
Mr.  Adams,  it  had  foutid  the  greatest  favor  and 
had  been  pushed  to  excess;  so  much  so,  that  in 
less  than  ten  years  after  its  introduction,  more  than 
ji200,000,000had  been  asked  for  various  objects  of 
internal  improvement.  President  Jackson  saw  that 
the  alarming  evil  demanded  a  speedy  remedy,  and 
he  then  boldly  and  nobly  stepped  forth  to  save  his 
country  from  a  career  of  corruption,  bankruptcy, 
and  ruin,  as  he  had  before  saved  her  from  the  arms 
of  a  foreign  foe  upon  the  ever-memorable  plains  of 
New  Orleans.  He  vetoed  or  refused  to  sign  the 
following  acts  : 

"An  act  making  appropriations  for  building 
light-houses,  light-boats,  beacons,  and  monuments, 
placing  buoys,  improving  harbors,  and  directing 
surveys."  "An  act  authorizing  subsciiption  for 
stock  in  the  Louisville  and  Portland  Canal  Com- 
pany." "  An  act  for  the  improvement  of  certain 
harbors,  and  the  navigation  of  certain  rivers." 
And  finally,  "  An  act  to  improve  the  navigation 
of  the  Wabash  river." 

In  his  objections  to  the  last-mentioned  act,  he 
says : 

"  The  desire  to  embark  the  Federal  Government  in  works 
of  internal  improvement  prevailed,  in  the  highest  degree, 
durinir  the  first  session  of  the  first  Congress  that  I  had  the 
honor' to  meet  in  my  present  situation.  When  the  bill  au- 
thorizing a  subscription  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  for 
stock  in"the  Maysville  and  Le.viiiglon  Tin npike  Company 
passed  the  two  Houses,  there  had  been  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittees on  Internal  Improvementshills  conlaining  appropri- 
ations for  such  objects,  exclusive  of  those  for  the  Cumber- 
land road,  and  for  harbors  and  light  houses,  to  the  amount 
of  about  one  hundred  and  six  millions  of  dollars.  In  this 
amount  was  included  authority  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  subscribe  for  the  stock  of  ditferent  companies 
to  a  great  extent,  and  the  residue  was  pri)icipally  for  the 
direct  construction  of  roads  by  this  Government.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  projects,  which  have  been  presented  to  the 
two  Houses  under  the  sanction  and  recommendation  of  their 
respective  Committees  on  Internal  Improvements,  there 
were  then  still  pending  before  the  committees,  and  in  me- 
morials to  Congress,  presented,  but  not  referred,  different 
projects  for  works  of  a  similar  character,  the  expense  of 
which  cannot  be  estimated  with  certainty,  but  must  have 
exceeded  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars." 

Much,  sir,  was  thus  done  by  President  Jackson 
to  correct  a  growing  evil,  the  consummation  of 
which  must  be  corruption,  bankruptcy,  and  ruin; 
but  still,  much  reinained  to  be  done.  The  rule  he 
laid  down  only  reached  a  part  of  the  evil,  and  did 
not  go  far  enouiih,  as  he  afterwards  admitted. 
It  was  reserved  for  Mr.  Polk  to  extciul  the  rule, 
and  strike  at  the  root  of  the  whole  evil — to  finish 
the  work  commenced  by  his  illustrious  jn-edeces- 
sor.  And  how  did  he  finish  it  ?  Simply  by  refer- 
ring the  subject  of  river  and  harbor  improvements 
to  the  Stales,  who  may  clearly  take  cognizance  of 
it,  with  the  consent  of  Congress.  But  I  will  let 
the  President  si^eak  for  himself.     He  says: 
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"The  Constitution  provides  that  'no  State  sliall,  without 
thp  consent  oC  Congress,  lav  any  duty  of  tonnage.'  VVitii 
the  'consent'  of  Coniress,  sncli  duties  may  he  levied,  col- 
lected, and  expended  bv  Hie  States.  We  are  not  left  in  the 
dark  as  to  tlie  ohjeets  of  lliis  reservation  of  power  to  the 
States.  The  subject  was  fully  considered  hy  the  convention 
that  framed  the  Constitution.  It  appears,  in  Mr.  Madison's 
reprut  of  the  proceedings  of  that  body,  that  one  object  of  the 
reservation  wa-i,  that  the  States  should  not  be  restrained 
from  layin?  duties  of  tonnage  for  the  purpose  of  clearing 
harbors.  Other  objects  were  named  jjj  the  debates ;  and 
among  them,  the  supportof  scau\en.  Mr.  .Madison,  treating 
on  this  subject  in  the  Federalist,  declares  that— 

" '  The  restraint  on  the  power  of  the  States  over  imports 
'and  exports  is  enforced  by  all  the  arguments  which  prove 
't'le  necessity  of  submitting  the  regulation  of  trade  to  the 
•  Federal  Counoils.  It  is  needless,  therefore,  to  remark  fur- 
'  ther  on  this  head,  than  that  the  manner  in  which  the  re- 
'  sttaint  is  qualified  seems  well  calculated  at  once  to  secure 
'  to  the  States  a  reasonable  discretion  in  providing  for  the 
'conveniency  of  their  imports  and  exports. and  to  the  United 
'  Sfites  a  reasonable  cheek  against  the  abuse  of  this  discre- 
'  tion.'  " 

'•Tiie  St.ites  may  lay  tonnage  duties  for  clearing  harbors, 
improving  rivers,  or  for  other  purposes  ;  but  are  restrained 
trim  abusing  the  power,  becain'c,  before  such  duties  can 
take  effect,  the  '  consent"  of  Congress  nmst  l)e  obtained. 
Heie  is  a  safe  provision  for  the  improvcnicni  of  liarbors  and 
rivers  in  the  reserved  poweis  of  the  States,  and  in  the  aid 
they  may  derive  from  duties  of  tonnage  levied  with  the  con- 
sent of  Congress.  Its  safeguar<is  are,  that  both  the  State 
Legislatures  and  Congress  have  to  concur  in  the  act  of  rais- 
ing the  funds;  that  they  are  in  every  instance  to  be  levied 
upon  the  commerce  of  those  ports  wiiich  are  to  profit  by  the 
proposed  improvement;  that  no  question  of  conflicting 
power  or  jurisriiction  is  involved  ;  that  the  expenditure  be- 
ing ill  the  hands  of  those  who  are  to  pay  t'ge  money  and  he 
immediately  benefited,  uill  be  more  carefully  managed  and 
more  productive  of  good  than  if  the  t'unds  were  drawn  from 
the  national  treasury,  and  disbiir~ed  by  the  officers  of  tlie 
Geneial  Government;  that  sucli  a  sysleiii  will  carry  with  it 
no  enlargement  of  Federal  power  and  patronage,  and  leave 
the  States  to  he  the  sole  judges  of  tlieir  own  wants  and  in- 
terests, with  only  a  conservative  negative  in  Congress  npnn 
any  abuse  ofthe  power  which  the  States  may  attempt 

'•  Under  this  wise  system,  the  improvement  of  harbors 
and  rivers  was  commeiiccd,  or  rather  continued,  from  the 
organization  of  the  Government  under  the  jjresent  Constitu- 
tion. Many  act?  were  passed  by  the  several  States  h'vying 
duties  of  tonnage,  and  many  were  passed  by  Congress  giving 
their  consent  to  those  acts.  Such  acts  have  been  passed 
by  .Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Pennsylvania,  Mnryland, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  and 
have  been  .sanctioned  by  the  consent  of  Congress." 

Such,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  a  brief  outline  of  the 
history  of  internal  improvements  hy  this  Govern- 
ment, and  such  has  been  Mr.  Polk's  course  upon 
that  subject.  Who  now  shall  reproach  him  for 
broaching:  a  new  and  untried  theory.'  Wlio  now 
shall  condemn  him  for  exercising,  according  to  the 
dictates  of  hi.-s  conscience,  an  unquestionable  con- 
stitutional power,  for  vetoing  one  or  two  bills,  the 
titles  of  which  professed  to  be  what  was  belied  by 
their  enactments? — which  united  in  grotesque  and 
corrupt  conjunction  Great  Wood's  Hole,  Little 
Sodus  hay,  Hog  Island  channel,  and  the  like  no- 
menclature, witli  the  mighty  Mississi|ipi  and  great 
lakes,  which  would  have  taken  from  the  treasury, 
in  time  of  war,  perhaps  millions  of  money,  and 
thereby  les.^^ened  the  ability  of  the  Government  to 
feed  and  clothe  our  armies  and  maintain  their  suc- 
cess in  the  field  r  which  would  have  created  a  na- 
tional dchl  pro  lanto,  and  thereby,  perhaps,  a 
national  bank — thus  leading  ultimately  to  the  cor- 
rujition  and  consolidation  of  the  Government,  and 
consequently  to  despotism.  I  too,  sir,  voted 
against  these  bills,  for  which  I  also  have  been 
abused;  but  with  no  other  effect  than  to  confirm 
me  in  a  fearless  and  faithful  discharge  of  my  duty. 
I  also  voted  against  certain  resolutions  declaratory 
of  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  subject  of  intei-- 
nal  improvements,  which  were  adopted  here  a  few 
days  ii«o.  I  voted  against  these  resolutions  for 
many  reasons,  and,  among  others,  because  I 
thought  they  were  thrust  upon  the  House  out  of 
time  and  propriety;  because  the  previous  question 
wna  asked  upon  them  before  they  were  read  at  the 
Clerk's  dc^k,  which  was  ordered  by  tlie  combined 
vote  ofthe  l''ederal  side  of  the  House — thtis  cuttino' 
olTall  del)ate,  consideration 

Mr.  nROOHKAD.     And  amendment. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND.  Ye.t,  sir,  and  amend- 
ment. I  voted  against  it,  because  it  appears  to  be 
artfully  (frawn  up,  so  as  to  afford  a  constitutional 
sanction  to  |irol]igale  bills  alicady  vetoed,  or  which 
may  hereafter  deserve  to  be  vetoed;  and  because, 
too,  I  thouijht  I  discovered  a  covert  blow  in  it,  aimed 
at  the  President,  as  was  proven  to  be  true  by  the  de- 
clarution  niadc  immediately  upon  the  i)i\ssa"-e  of 
the  resolution,  that  "a  bill  would  be  founded  upon 
it  which  would  be  passed  over  the  President'.s 
head." 

I  have  reason  to  believe,  sir,  that  the  plan  pro- 
posed by  the  President  will  prove  satisfactory  to 
tha  State  I  have  ihe  honor  in  part  lo  represent. 


Bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Mississippi,  on  the 
south  by  the  Ohio,  on  the  east  by  the  Wabash — 
three  great  rivers,  floating  a  vast  amount  of  com- 
merce and  navigation — she  would  be  furnished 
With  ample  means,  at  the  lowest  rate  of  tonnage 
duties,  to  improve  and  perfect  the  navigation  of 
these  and  other  rivers,  including  the  Illinois  and 
Rock  rivers,  in  which  she  is  immediately  and 
greatly  concerned.  Bounded  on  tlie  north  by 
Lake  Michigan,  there  she  would  be  equally  well 
sup])lied  with  the  means  of  improving  and  secit- 
ring  her  only  two  harbors,  at  Chicago  and  Little 
Fort;  the  trade  at  which,  especially  at  Chicago, 
the  ]iride  of  our  State,  is  now  quite  large,  and  is 
rapidly  increasing.  It  will  not  only  accomplish 
all  this,  but  more;  it  would  exempt  Illinois  from 
tlie  burden  of  paying  heavy  and  perpetual  contri- 
butions for  the  improvement  of  harbois  and  the 
navigation  of  rivers  in  which  she  is  not  interested. 
And  this  reasoning  should  apply  with  equal  force 
to  Indiana,  Kentucky,  Mississippi,  Arkansas, 
Iowa, and  Missouri — whose  rich  and  populouscily 
of  St.  Louis  would  afford  abundant  means  to  make 
and  preserve  one  of  the  best  harbors  in  the.world 
— and,  in  fact,  Vv'ith  more  or  less  force  to  all  the 
States.  Upon  the  ground  of  expediency,  there- 
fore, upon  which  I  place  this  argument,  the  plan 
proposed  by  the  President  should  prove  generally 
acceptable. 

But,  sir,  time  presses,  and  I  must  pass  on  more 
rapidly.  Early  during  Mr.  Polk's  administration, 
the  question  of  the  repeal  of  the  law  distributing 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among 
the  States,  came  up  for  consideration.  This  meas- 
ure originated  with  the  great  man  of  Ashland, 
(Mr.  Clay,)  who  continued  to  urge  it  with  his 
great  talents  and  influence,  until  it  obtained  the 
sanction  of  Congress.  General  Jackson,  with  dif- 
ferent views  of  public  policy,  regarded  the  meas- 
ui'G  as  of  dangerous  tendency,  and,  therefore, 
arrested  its  consummation  by  the  Executive  veto 
We  all  recollect  the  fierce  partisan  war  that  was 
waged  against  the  "  Old  Hero"  for  this  act,  and 
how  he  bore  himself  triumphantly  in  the  contest. 
Thus  defeated,  the  measure  remained  inoperative 
until  1841;  when  a  "Federal  Congress"  exhunned 
it  from  the  grave,  and  galvanized  it  into  a  sort  of 
quondam  rickety  existence.  Tradition  tells  us  then 
that  it  was  distribution,  and  that  other  short-live-d 
and  execrable  shape,  the  bankrupt  Unc,  came  forth 
as  twin  and  dependant  offspring  of  tlie  same  act 
of  political  adultery.  They  came  forth  as  the 
formidable  shapes  that  sprang  from  the  brain  of 
Lucifer  to  guard  the  gates  of  Hell  : 

"Tlie  one  seem'd  woman  to  the  waist,  and  fair;        * 
I'ut  ended  foul  in  many  a  scaly  fold, 
Voluniinoiis  and  vast! — a  serpent  arm'd 
With  inort.al  stins;  about  her  middle  round, 
A  cry  of  hell-hounds  never  ceasing  bark'd 
With  wide  Cerherean  mouths  full  loud,  and  rung 
A  hideous  peal ;  yet,  wifcn  they  list,  would  creep, 
If  an3ht  distnrb'd  their  noise,  into  her  womb, 
And  kennel  there." 

Such  was  the  image  of  that  frightful  lYioral  prod- 
igy, the   bankrupt  law,  with  its  foul  and   double 
features  of  voluntary  and  involuntary  bankruptcy; 
which  mocked   at  the  faith   of  contracts,  and  af- 
forded a  sanctuary  for  near  fifty  thousand  debtors 
against  the  demands  of  their  creditors. 
"  Tiie  olher  sliape, 
If  shape  it  might  be  called  tiiat  shape  had  none, 
nistinguishabie  in  member,  joint,  or  limb ; 
Or  substance  might  be  called,  that  shadow  seemed, 
*        *        *  What  seemed  his  head 
The  likeness  of  a  kingly  erovvu  had  on." 

This,  sir,  was  the  likeness  of  distribution,  with 
its  shadowy  and  conditional  operation  to  disperse 
the  proceeds  o(  the  sales  ofthe  public  lands  among 
the  Stales,  when  the  revenue  from  imports,  taxed  at 
a  certain  maximum  rale  of  duties,  should  prove  suf- 
ficient lo  support  the  Goverimient.  This  measure 
was  objectionable  on  many  accounts.  It  was  ob- 
jectionable, because  its  tendency  was  to  perpetuate 
a  land  system  which  has  already  drawn  more  than 
§100,000,000  from  the  infant  communities  of  the 
west  and  southwest,  as  the  price  oi  the  homes 
they  have  found  in  the  wilderness,  and  dignify  by 
their  courage  and  patriotism;  which  has  drawn 
from  Illinois  alone  more  than  5'J10,000,000,  and 
which,  aggravated  by  distribution,  would  tend  to 
degrade  tlie  Stales  to  the  character  of  mendicants 
at  the  throne  of  Federal  power,  by  the  hojie  of  re- 
ceiving periodical  alma.  Distribution,  sir,  is  the 
entering  wedge  of  a  high  restrictive  tariff,  which 
must  tax  the  people  of  the  new  States  unequally 
aa  consumers,  to  buy  more  and  more  lands,  to  be 


sold  chiefly  to  themselves  at  an  advanced  price,  ir» 
order  that  the  proceeds  thereof  may  be  distributed 
among  all  the  States;  and  for  these,  and  other  rea- 
sons ui>i>ecessary  here  to  be  mentioned,  the  dis- 
tribution act  was  repealed. 

Yes,  sir,  distribution  was  not  only  repealed,  but 
Mr.  Polk  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mr, 
Walker,  cogently  recommended  the  antagonistical 
democratic  measure  of  the  graduation  and  reduc- 
tion ofthe  price  ofthe  public  lands  to  settlers  and 
cultivators.  They  recommended  this  measure; 
and  I,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  had  the  honor  of  bringing  it  in  a  legislative 
form  before  this  House.  And  what  was  the  re- 
sult.' It  was  strenuously  opposed  by  the  whole 
Federal  phalanx;  partieularly  by  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Coi. lamer,]  whose  abilitiesf 
now  grace  the  head  ofthe  Land  Committee;  by  tho 
distinguished  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vinton,] 
who  has  been  promoted  to  be  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  and  by  the  elo- 
quent gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens,] 
with  whom  I  have  the  honor  to  be  associated  on 
the  Land  Committee,  and  I  hope  not  without  the 
prospect  of  moving  his  bowels  to  compassion  for 
the  meritorious  but  much-abused  class  of  )iioneers 
and  settlers.  It  was  thus  opposed;  yet,  sir,  after 
one  of  the  most  tremendous  struggles  which  ever 
occun'ed  in  Congre.ss,  it  was  passed  by  this  House, 
and  afterwards  by  the  Senate,  with  some  modifica- 
tion, which  caused  it  to  be  lost  for  the  want  of  time 
for  its  further  consideration. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  sir,  that  so  important  a 
measure  should  have  been  lost.  Its  enactment 
into  the  force  of  a  law  would  have  been  attended 
v/ith  the  most  beneficial  consequences.  It  would 
have  reduced  and  graduated  the  prices  ofthe  pub- 
lic lands  according  to  their  actual  value,  and  thus 
strengthened  the  liberties  of  the  country  by  in- 
creasing the  number  of  independent  freeholders. 
It  v.'onld  have  increased  our  agricultural  surplus, 
and  thereby  our  national  wealth,  by  extending  the 
area  of  agricultural  labor.  It  would  have  hastened 
the  period  for  lopjjingofT  a  cumbrous  and  expen- 
sive branch  of  Federal  patronage.  It  would  have 
secured  to  the  Government  a  fair  equivalent  for  the 
public  lands.  In  fine,  it  would  have  crowned  the 
labors  of  a  Democratic  Administration  with  com- 
plete success.  Lost,  however,  as  the  measure 
was,  it  is  still  the  merit  of  a  Democratic  President 
and  Congress  that  its  principle  was,  for  the  first 
time,  concurrently  approved,  under  their  auspices, 
by  two  departments  of  the  Government. 
•  But,  siij  as  glorious  as  are  these  results,  another 
equally,  if  not  more  glorious,  remains  to  be  added. 
I  refer  to  the  liberation  of  the  country,  and  its  la- 
bor and  interests,  from  the  shackles  of  a  restrictive 
and  oppressive  tariff.  As  JeflTsrson  had  contribu- 
ted to  redeem  the  country  from  the  despotism  of 
the  alien  and  sedition  laws — as  Jackson,  with  a 
bold  hand,  had  struck  down  that  harlot  of  iniqui- 
ty, the  United  States  Bank — as  Van  Buren  had're- 
leased  the  Government  from  a  corrupting  connec- 
tion with  State  banks,  and  )ioised  it  upon  its  owii 
self-acting  and  self-preserving  powers,  under  the 
Constitution;  .so  President  Pollc,  emulating  these 
great exam|)les,  has  contributed  powerfully,  by  his 
well-directed  and  persevering  efforts,  to  relieve  the 
country  from  the  blighting  system  of  commercial 
restrictions.  The  oppressive  and  unjust  tariff  of 
1842,  enacted  by  a  Federal  Congress,  was  in  full 
operation  when  Mr.  Polk  came  to  the  Presidency; 
and,  like  all  other  enactments  founded  in  the  in- 
terests of  favored  classes,  was  strong  in  its  very 
principle  of  exclusion.  Five  hundred  thousand 
manufacturers,  with  all  their  influence  of  capital, 
business,  and  association,  sustained  it  with  the 
unity  of  a  common  interest  and  the  activity  of  one 
will.  Clad  in  purjile  and  tinselled  with  gold,  they 
contended  for  the  retention  of  a  profit  of  r)0,  100, 
and  150  per  cent,  per  annum  upon  capital,  against 
more  than  four  millions  of  agriculturists,  artisans, 
and  navigators,  whose  only  object  was  to  obtain  ii 
fair  reward  for  labor.  The  contest  was  for  a  long 
time  dottbtful.  Once  tawdry  wealth  overcame  hon- 
est toil;  but  justice  and  the  democracy  of  numbers 
finally  triumphed,  and  the  "black  tarifl""  of- 1842 
was  replaced  by  the  revenue  tariil"  of  184G.  Hap- 
py, glorious  result! — the  emancipation  of  labor 
from  the  bonds  of  capital! — a  second  declaration 
of  independence  !  The  grand  and  instructive  event 
should  ever  stand  us  a  light  and  a  ^uide  for  the 
future  ! 
Whatever,  sir,  may  be  the  policy  of  other  na- 
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tions,  that  of  the  United  States  consists  preemi- 
nently in  free  trade.  Experience  not  only  bears 
testimony  to  this  great  truth,  but  God  himself  has 
stamped  it  with  an  omnipotent  hand  in  the  ever- 
lasting features  of  the  country — in  its  vast  extent, 
its  diversities  of  soil  and  climate,  its  superior  adap- 
tation to  the  production  of  breadstuffs  and  cotton, 
the  great  staples  for  feeding  and  clothing  mankind 
— which,  in  our  hands,  must  eventually  secure  to 
us  the  control  of  the  commerce  and  exchanges  of 
the  world.  Hear,  sir,  what  the  great  man  who 
presides  over  the  Treasury  Department  says  of 
Its  beneficent  operation  and  promise  in  his  late  re- 
port : 

''  Tlie  new  tarift'  has  now  been  in  opsiation  more  tliaii 
twelve  monthi,  and  ha^  greatly  auguienled  the  rtvenuK  and 
prosperity  of  tlie  country.  Tiie  nel  revenue  iVoin  duties  (see 
table  iViV)  during  the  twelve  niontlis  ending"  1st  Doccinb,".r, 
1847,  nnder  the  new  tariff,  is  )j'31,500,OJO  ;  being  $3,528,593 
more  than  was  received  during  the  twelve  montlis  preced- 
ing, under  the  tarifTof  1842.  The  net  revenue  of  the  first 
quarter  of  the  first  fical  year,  under  the  new  tariff,  was 
)}'11,10j,257  41  ;  whilst  in  the  same  quarter  of  the  preceding 
year,  under  the  tariff  of  1842,  the  net  revenue  was  only 
^6,153,838  58.  If  the  revenue  for  the  three  remaining  quarters 
should  ef|ual  in  the  average  the  first,  then  the  net  revenue 
from  duties,  during  the  first  fiscal  year  of  the  new  tariff,  would 
be  $44,435,(129  64.  If,  however,  the  comparison  is  founded 
on  all  the  quarterly  returns  for  forty-eight  years,  (as  far  back 
as  given  quarterly  in  the  treasury  records,)  and  the  same 
proportion  for  the  several  quarters  applied  to  the  first  quar- 
ter of  this  year,  it  would  njake  its  net  revenue  §40,388,045 
(per  table  C.)"  *  *  *  *  * 

"  Comparing  the  first  twelve  months  ending  the  1st  of  De- 
cember, 1847,  under  the  new  larifl',  with  preceding  years, 
we  find  proofs  of  increased  prosperity.  The  revenue  has 
largely  augmented ;  so  also  have  the  imports,  exports,  and 
tonnage,  our  imports  of  specie,  our  coinage  at  the  mint,  our 
agricultural  and  mineral  products,  our  commerce  and  navi- 
gation, the  business  upoii  our  lakes,  rivers,  and  coastwise — 
upon  our  railroads  and  canals — whilst  in  every  direction 
manufactories  are  being  established  or  enlarged,  and  new 
manufacturing  towns  and  cities  are  springing  into  exist- 
ence." *  *  "Instead  of  ruin,  we  find  prosperity;  the 
manufacturers  receiving  fair  profits,  and  the  workii^gmen 
augniented  wages  and  employment."  *  *  "And  now, 
when,  under  our  successful  example,  the  ports  of  Europe 
are  most  probably  about  being  more  widely  opened  to  all  our 
exports,  shall  we  check  the  advancing  spirit  of  the  age,  and 
extinguish  the  dawning  light  of  commercial  freedom .'  Every- 
where nations  are  being  aroused  upon  this  subject;  their 
statesmen  are  resisting  the  interested  classes,  and  exposing 
the  injury  and  injustice  of  shackles  upon  trade,  and  will 
soon  enroll  the  names  of  other  countries  on  the  great  inter- 
national league  of  commercial  freedom  for  the  benefit  of 
mankind.  It  was  our  own  country  and  her  public  function- 
aries who  proclaimed  these  great  truths  before  they  had  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  other  nations."  *  *  * 
■"  With  such  results  already  from  our  efforts,  we  have  every 
motive  to  persevere  until  the  free-trade  doctrines  of  Great 
Britain  and  America — the  two  great  nations  of  kindred  blood 
and  language — shall  open  the  ports  and  disenthral  the  com- 
merce of  the  world."              ***** 

"  France,  Russia,  Germany,  Austria,  Italy,  Prussia,  Swit- 
jZerlanri,  Holland,  Belgium,  Denmark,  and  Sweden,  and 
even  China,  have  moved,  or  are  vibrating  or  preparing  to 
move  in  favor  of  the  same  great  principle;  and  if  our  own 
country  and  Great  Britain  adhere  to  their  present  enlighten- 
ed policy,  the  rest  of  the  world  must  lose  their  commerce, 
or  adopt,  as  they  will,  our  example." 

I  come  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  speak  of  the 
last  measure  in  the  series  of  the  triumphs  of  this 
Administration  to  which  my  limited  time  will  al- 
low me  to  give  attention  at  present.  I  refer,  sir, 
to  the  constitutional  treasury,  upon  which  that 
great  and  virtuous  statesman.  President  Van  Bu- 
ren,  fell;  but  which,  under  Mr.  Polk's  recommend- 
ation, has  superseded  the  act  of  1789,  for  the  cus- 
tody of  the  public  money.  This  measure,  like  the 
revenue  tariff,  was  strenuously  opposed  by  the 
horde  of  bankers,  brokers,  stock-jobbers,  and  usu- 
rers; many  of  whom,  as  custodiers  of  the  public 
treasure,  had  speculated  upon  it,  from  the  repeal 
of  the  constitutional  treasury  in  1841,  by  a  Federal 
Congress,  to  the  date  of  its  restoration,  in  1846, 
by  a  Democratic  Congress  ;  and  who,  therefore, 
were  unwilling  to  give  it  up.  The  country  may 
now  congratulate  itself  upon  a  better  slate  of 
things.  The  taxes  drawn  from  labor  are  no  longer 
subject  to  bank  failures  and  bank  frauds — tirey 
cannot  be  prostituted  to  party  purposes — they  are 
in  the  responsible  custody  of  the  law.  The  sim- 
plicity of  such  a  system  of  finance,  in  its  direct 
provisions,  for  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenues,  by  officers 
appointed,  and  penally  and  otherwise  bound  for 
that  purpose,  should  commend  it  to  the  especial 
favor  of  the  friends  of  State  rights  and  republican 
virtue.  But  hear,  again,  what  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  (Mr.  Walker)  says  of  the  operation  of 
the  constitutional  treasury: 

"The  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  Government  in 
specie,  during  the  last  eleven  months,  have  amounted,  to- 
Bether,  to  the  sum  of  $96,894,403  49;  and  not  a  dollar  has 
been  lost  to  the  treasury,  nor  any  injury  intlictod  upon  any 
branch  of  commerce  or  business.    The  constitutional  treas- 


ury has  been  tried  during  a  period  of  war,  when  it  was 
necessary  to  negotiate  very  large  loans,  when  our  expendi- 
tures were  being  increased,  and  when  transfers  unpre- 
cedented in  amount  were  required  to  distant  points  for 
disbursement.  During  the  last  eleven  months,  the  Govern- 
ment has  received,  transferred,  and  disbursed  more  specie 
than  during  the  whole  aggregate  period  of  fifty-seven  years 
preceding  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  *  *  * 
During  the  year  ending  30ili  June,  1847,  our  imports  of 
specie  were  $94,121,259,  (see  table  T,)  most  of  which,  un- 
der former  systenis,  must  have  gone  into  the  banks,  to  have 
been  made  the  basis  of  issues  ot  their  paper  to  the  addition- 
al amount  of  fifty  or  sixty  millions  of  dollars.  Such  an  ex- 
pansion, duringthc  last  springand  summer, accompanied  by 
still  higher  prices,  and  followed  by  a  greater  fall,  and  by 
bankruptcies  in  England  to  an  extent  heretofore  unknown, 
finding  our  banks  and  credit  greatly  expanded,  and  reacting 
upon  this  expansion,  would  have  produced  a  revulsion  here 
exceeding  any  that  has  heretofore  occurred  in  the  country. 
A  general  suspension  of  the  banks  would  probably  have  re- 
sulted; depressing  the  wages  of  labor  and  prices  of  properlj' 
and  products  ;  affecting  injuriously  the  operations  and  credit 
even  of  the  most  solvent,  and  producing  extensive  bank- 
ruptcies. From  tins  revulsion  we  have  been  saved  by  the 
constitutional  treasury,  by  which  the  specie  imported, 
instead  of  being  converted  into  bank  issues,  has  been  made 
to  circulate  directly  to  a  great  extent  as  a  currency  among 
the  people — having  been  recoined  here  during  the  last  eleven 
months  by  the  new  orders  of  this  department  under  the  act 
of  9ih  Feb.'iiary,  1793,  and  the  zealous  cooperation  of  the 
able  and  efiicieiit  head  of  the  mint  at  Philadelphia,  to  the 
unprecedented  extent  of  $20,7.58,048  12;  and  there  are  thou- 
sands of  our  citizens  now  solventand  prosperous,  who  have 
been  saved  from  ruin  by  the  wholesome  operation  of  the 
constitutional  treasury.  The  banks  thatso  unwisely  oppo- 
sed the  system  have  .been  rescued,  probably,  from  anotlier 
suspension ;  their  stockholders,  depositors,  and  note-hold- 
ers from  severe  losses  ;  and  the  country  and  Government 
from  the  ruinous  effects  of  a  depreciated  paper  currency.  If 
the  union  of  the  Government  with  the  banks  had  continued, 
and  their  suspension  and  tlie  depreciation  of  their  paper  oc- 
curred during  the  war,  requiring  large  specie  disbursements, 
which  suspended  banks  could  not  furnish,  consequences 
the  most  disastrous  to  tlie  honor  and  the  interests  of  the 
country  must  have  ensued.  Tlie  Government  is  now  dis- 
connected from  banks,  and  yet  its  stock  and  nstes  are  at 
par,  althougli  we  have  been  constrained  to  contract  heavy 
loans,  and  to  keep  larger  armies  in  the  field  than  at  any 
former  period.  But  during  the  last  vi-ar,  when  the  Govern- 
ment was  connected  with  banks,  its  six  fier  cent,  stock  and 
treasury  notes  were  depreciated  twenty-five  per  cent.,  pay- 
able in  bank  paper  twenty  per  cent,  below  par ;  thus  amount- 
ing to  a  loss  of  forty-five  cents  in  every  dollar  upon  the 
operations  of  the  Government  ****** 
Now,  for  the  first  time  in  our  history,  although  failures  in 
England  of  the  most  unprecedented  magnitude  have  oc- 
curred, including  banks  and  bankers,  yet  our  banks  and 
credit  are  sound  and  stable,  and  the  business  of  the  country 
is  still  prosperous  and  progressive." 

This  quotation,  Mr.  Chairman,  closes  my  hasty 
and,  I  fear,  very  imperfect  sketch  of  the  internal 
or  domestic  policy  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration; 
my  vindication  of  the  model  President — the  man 
who  has  conducted  one  of  the  most  brilliant  wars 
of  any  age — who  has  effected  the  greatest  state 
reforms  of  modern  times — who,  luiambitious  and 
unaspiring,  rose  upon  the  spolitaneous  suffrages 
of  his  countrymen  to  the  highest  civil  station  on 
earth,  in  which  he  stands  forth  the  faithful  reflex 
of  their  sentiments  and  opinions,  and  the  admired 
representative  of  a  great  nation.  Yes,  sir,  all 
this,  and  more,  has  been  achieved  under  the  au- 
spices of  Mr.  Polk's  administration;  upon  which 
we,  his  friends,  tender  you,  his  opponents,  the 
issues  offered  by  great  principles.  Will  you  meet 
these  issues .'  We  challenge  you  to  meet  them. 
If  you  are  still  for  a  national  bank,  a  restrictive 
tariff,  distribution,  schemes  of  internal  improve- 
ment, et  alia  enorma  of  Federalism;  if  you  would 
still  pursue  a  policy  which  must  unavoidably  make 
the  rich  richer  and  the  poor  poorer — which  must 
dangerously  strengthen  this  Government,  at  the 
expense  of  the  States  and  the  people, — say  so. 
Do  not  skulk  behind  a  military  chieftain,  nor 
seek  to  shield  yourselves  by  a  temporary  excite- 
ment or  prejudice,  which,  when  passed  away, 
must  leave  you  sunk  still  deeper  in  the  mire  of 
your  political  sins. 

Yes,  sir,  under  Mr.  Polk's  administration,  the 
column  to  Democracy  has  been  completed.  Based 
upon  truth,  crowned  with  victory,  inscribed  with 
"equal  rights,"  "free  trade,"  "cheap  lands," 
"constitutional  treasury,"  "hard  money,"  and 
the  "  onward  march  of  liberty,"  it  will  ever  stand 
an  imperishable  monument  of  the  fame  of  its  ar- 
chitect and  the  glory  of  the  Repuislic. 

But  what,  sir,  have  our  opponents  been  doing 
in  the  mean  time.'  Without  recurring  to  the  past, 
I  will  speak  only  of  the  present.  We  know  you 
have  voted  that  Mexico  commenced  the  present 
war  by  her  aggressions.  Wc  know  you  have 
voted  to  place,  i/ie  army  and  navij  of  the  United 
Slates— 50,m)  volunteers  and  P0,()00,000— at  the 
disposal  of  the  President,  to  wage  this  war  on  our 
part.  And  we  know  that  you  have  now  turned 
round  and  voted  that  this  same  war  was  not  com- 


menced by  Mexico,  but  unnecessarily  and  uncon^ 
stitutionally  by  President  Polk.  We  also  know 
that  southern  pro-slavery  men  and  northern  anti- 
slavery  men,  of  the  same  political  party,  have  uni- 
ted in  electing  our  worthy  and  distinguished 
Speaker,  who,  in  moving  the  exclusion  of  slavery 
from  Oregon,  where  it  could  not  exist,  introduced 
and  provoked  the  agitation  of  the  principle  of  the 
Wilmot  proviso,  for  which  he  should  be  held  re- 
sponsible or  applauded,  according  to  the  judgment 
of  the  patriotic  people. 

Mr.  STANTON  said,  he  had  not  anticipated  a 
debate  at  this  time  on  the  subjects  touched  upon 
by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  who  had  just  taken 
his  seat;  but  as  that  gentleman  had  discussed,  or 
given  notice  of  his  intention  to  discuss,  the  whole 
range  of  policy  pursued  by  the  present  Adminis- 
tration, Mr.  S.  presumed  it  would  be  in  order  for 
him  to  take  up  at  least  one  portion  of  it.  And  he 
was  induced  to  do  this  the  rather  because  it  was 
his  misfortune  to  differ  in  opinion  from  the  Presi- 
dent on  one  of  the  topics  adverted  to  in  the  mes- 
sage,.while  in  regard  to  all  the  others  he  entirely 
and  cordially  concurred  with  him.  In  saying  that 
he  differed  from  the  Executive  on  one  subject,  he 
referred  to  what  had  been  said  by  the  President  in 
his  messages  at  the  opening  of  this  and  also  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress  on  the  policy  of  works  of 
internal  improvement  by  the  General  Government. 
Mr.  S.  said,  he  could  not  agree  with  some  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  of  the  House  in  the  senti- 
ment that  the  veto  power  lodged  by  the  Constitu- 
tion in  the  hands  of  the  President  was  an  arbitrary 
power,  and  regal  in  its  character.  While  he  doubt- 
ed not  that  the  President  had  been  perfectly  hon- 
j  est  and  conscientious  in  his  use  of  it  in  relation  to 
j  certain  projects  of  internal  intiproveiuent,  he  con- 
j  sidered  the  power  itself  but  as  the  vole  which  the 
j  Constitution  gave  to  the  President  to  countervail 
j  that  of  one-sixth  of  the  members  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives.  One-sixth  of  both 
Houses,  when  added  to  a  simple  majority,  made 
up  just  two-thirds  of  the  entire  number  of  mem- 
bers. He  said,  therefore,  that  the  veto  was  but 
the  vote  which  the  Constitution  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  Executive.  And  he  thought  that  members 
of  Congress  had  no  more  right  to  complain  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  President  used  the  constitu- 
tional vote  given  to  him,  than  he  had  to  complain 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  members  used  their 
own.  Mr.  S.  went  on  to  observe,  that  not  only 
did  he  believe  the  President  to  have  been  conscien- 
tious in  his  use  of  the  veto,  but  that  it  required 
great  firrnness  on  his  part  to  do  what  he  did  on 
this  subject,  inasmuch  as  it  brought  him  into  direct 
collision  with  many  of  the  greatest  men  in  his  own 
political  party,  as  well  as  some  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished of  the  Administrations  which  had  pre- 
ceded him.  It  took  sonae  moral  courage  to  main- 
tain his  ground  against  the  opinions  of  such  men 
as  Calhoun  and  Cass,  as  Buchanan  and  Walker, 
not  to  mention  the  present  Secretary  of  War,  Mr. 
Marcy.  He  could  not  have  forgotten  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  of  the  present  Administration 
had  made  a  report  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  which  the  President  had  sent  both  to  the 
Senate  and  the  House  of  Representatives,  recom- 
mending many  of  those  very  measures  which  in 
the  veto  message  were  denounced  as  unconstitu- 
tional. Mr.  S.  must,  therefore,  be  permitted  to 
say,  that  what  the  Executive  had  done  in  this 
matter  required  great  moral  firmness,  and  that  the 
fact  itself  was  strong  presumptive  evidence  that, 
in  taking  such  a  step,  the  President  had  but  fol- 
lowed a  strong  conviction  of  duty.  Mr.  S.  repeat- 
ed, that  it  was  nevertheless  his  misfortune  to  differ 
from  the  President;  and  he  desired  the  opportu- 
nity of  saying  a  few  words,  in  order  that  he  might 
point  out  some  of  the  grounds  of  that  difference. 

He  understood  the  menage  to  take  the  position 
that  Congress,  under  the  Constitution,  possessed 
no  power  to  facilitate  navigation  for  the  benefit  of 
the  country.  The  inost  of  the  President's  argu- 
ment in  support  of  this  position  was  cither  of  a 
metaphysical  or  a  philological  character  :  that  part 
of  it  which  was  historical  would  be  found  on  ex- 
aiuination  to  be  inaccurate  in  point  of  facts.  As 
to  the  metaphysical  and  the  philological  reasoning 
of  the  President,  Mr.  S.  should  on  this  occasion 
say  nothing;  but  in  relation  to  the  historical  por- 
tion, he  luight  ret'er  you  to  a  speech  of  a  distin- 
guished Sei"iator  froni  South  rarolina  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  whore  they  would  find  the 
historical  facts  put  very  differently  from  the  man- 
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ner  in  which  they  were  set  forth  in  the  message. 
And  though  Mr.  S.  could  not  entirely  agree  in 
some  of  the  very  nice  distinctions  drawn  by  the 
Senator,  yet  lie  regarded  liis  argument  as  unan- 
swerable m  respect  to  the  sense  to  be  put  on  the 
constitutional  power  intrusted  to  Congress  of 
"  regulating  comnieice."  Before  he  had  examin- 
ed that  able  argument,  Mr.  S.  had  held  the  opin- 
ion that  Congress  had  not  the  power  of  facilitating 
navigation  now  claimed;  but  the  Senator's  speech 
had  changed  his  opinion.  The  honorable  Senator 
based  himself  upon  contemporaneous  construc- 
tion, upon  the  action  of  the  Slates,  and  upon  the 
action  of  Congress  at  the  introductioii  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Before  the  adoption  of  that  instrument, 
as  was  well  known,  the  States  claimed  the  right 
of  regulating  commerce  by  facilitating  navigation, 
that  power  which  tlie  President  now  denied  to 
Coni:;ress  as  unconstitutional.  On  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  (Jongress  claimed  the  right  of  do- 
ing the  very  thing  which  the  States  had  done  ]ire- 
viously.  On  the  Tih  April,  1789,  just  one  month 
after  the  Federal  Government  had  gone  into  oper- 
ation, an  act  passed  both  Houses  authorizing  the 
erection  of  light-houses  and  the  maintenance  of 
buoys,  beacons,  &c.,  and  provided  that  the  cost  of 
such  erection  and  maintenance  should  be  borne  by 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  with  the  provi- 
so, however,  that  this  should  continue  but  for  a 
single  year,  unless,  previously  to  the  expiration 
of  that  period,  the  States  respectively  in  which 
the  light-houses,  &c.,  were  situated  should  cede 
lo  the  United  Stales  the  land  on  which  they 
stood. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  considered  the  error  into  which 
the  President  had  fallen  to  be  this  :  he  confined 
himself  to  one  particular  class  of  improvements, 
which  were  cotempornneous  with  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution,  thus  drawing  a  distinction  in  the 
application  of  its  language  which  did  not  in  fact 
exist.  He  confined  the  power  given  by  the  Con- 
stitution to  one  particular  class  of  improvements 
which  did  not  essentially  difl'er  from  those  in  re- 
spect to  which  he  denied  it.  What  was  the  use 
of  light-houses,  buoys,  and  beacon-lights,  unless 
it  was  to  aid  commerce,  by  facilitating  navigation.' 
And  why  was  this  whole  class  of  subjects  placed 
under  the  Department  of  the  Treasury,  if  they 
had  not  that  object?  If  a  light-house  or  a  buoy 
showed  to  the  approaching  mariner  a  rock  or  a 
shoal,  and  thus  prevented  him  fiom  shipwreckino- 
liis  vessel  upon  it,  and  was  for  this  end  allowed 
to  be  built  or  placed  by  the  direction  of  Congress, 
why  was  it  not  equally  constitutional  for  Congress 
to  effect  the  same  end  by  removing  the  rock  or  the 
shoal,  and  taking  it  out  of  the  way?  And  if  it 
was  in  conformity  with  the  Constitution  to  place 
a  beacon-light  or  erect  a  light-house  for  this  object 
on  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic,  why  was  it  not 
equally  in  conformity  with  that  instrument  to 
place  one  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  to  show 
to  the  pilot  of  a  steamer  a  dangerous  snag?  And 
if  it  was  constitutional  to  save  the  boat  by  ]ilacin"- 
a  light  upon  the  snag,  why  was  it  not  equally  so 
to  cut  the  snag  away  or  root  it  up? 

Mr.  S.  said  it  was  with  great  regret  he  was 
compelled  to  differ  on  this  subject  from  many  of 
those  with  whom  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of' co- 
operating; but  he  must  be  permitted,  with  great 
respect,  to  ask  them  to  show  him  the  difference, 
in  principle,  and  in  view  of  the  Constitution,  be- 
tween these  two  operations;  and  further,  to  say 
whether  the  President  must  not  have  been  mista- 
ken in  point  of  fact  when  he  said  that  this  power 
had  not  been  exercised  by  Congress  for  the  last 
thirty  years.  Mr.  S.  did  not  mean  to  be  under- 
stood as  im|)Ugning  the  accuracy  of  the  facts  stated 
by  the  President,  or  charging  him  with  misrepre- 
senting them;  but  he  thought  the  President's  mis- 
tiike  arose,  as  he  hud  already  said,  in  confining 
his  application  of  a  constitutional  power  to  one 
class  of  improvements  only,  where  there  was  no 
es.sential  ground  for  such  a  distinction. 

The  President  himself  had  declared,  in  the  words 
of  a  former  message  of  his  to  Congress,  that  Con- 
gress had  from  the  foundation  of  the  Government 
erected  light-houses  and  placed  buoys  and  beacon 
lights  "  to  render  navijralion  safe  and  easy."  Nowj 
if  Congress  had  the  power,  and  from  the  beginning 
had  exerci.sed  the  power  of  doing  this,  why  might 
it  not  do  whatever  else  was  necessary  lo  effect  the 
same  desirable  end? 

[Here  Mr.  .S.  quoted  (he  passage  in  the  message 
to  wliich  he  had  referred,  and  in  which  the  Presi- 


dent says  he  shall  not  question  tir  disturb  the  au- 
thority tor  such  works.] 

And  accordingly  the  President  had  last  year 
signed  a  bill  appropriating  1(^500,009  forlight-houses 
on  the  coast.  Mr.  S.  said  that  he  had  himself  voted 
against  the  bill,  because  no  appropriations  were 
made  for  the  West;  in  this  he  now  admitted  that 
he  had  done  wrong;  but  he  thought  the  President 
himself  had  been  equally  wrong  in  voting  money 
to  facilitate  commerce  by  building  light-houses, 
while  he  refused  it  for  improving  rivers  and  har- 
bors. The  Piesident  ]iut  liimself,  in  the  one  case, 
upon  precedent  for  his  justification;  b\it  if  prece- 
dent was  to  govern  his  interpretation  of  the  Con- 
stitution, Mr.  S.  could  show  him  as  many  prece- 
dents one  way  as  the  President  coujd  show  the 
other  way. 

Mr.  S.  had  said  that  it  required  great  moral  cour- 
age on  the  part  of  President  Polk  to  oppose  himself 
to  the  opinions  of  great  men  of  his  own  polftjeal 
party.  In  so  doing,  he  placed  himself  in  opposition 
both  to  the  opinions  and  the  course  of  action  of 
Andrew  Jackson.  So  far  as  the  doctrine  of  the 
veto  agreed  with  and  confirmed  the  opinions  put 
forth  and  acted  on  by  President  Jackson,  Mr.  S. 
had  heretofore  stated  that  he  approved  of,  and  was 
ready  to  maintain  it.  He  believed  as  Jackson  did, 
that  the  system  had  been  carried  too  far;  and  it 
was  probable  that  in  the  bills  vetoed  by  President 
Polk  there  were  contained  soine  items  to  which 
this  remark  would  justly  apply.  But  Mr.  S.  held 
in  his  hand  the  evidence  that,  whatever  might  have 
been  the  opinions  of  General  Jackson,  he  had  ap- 
proved bills  for  objects  as  objectionable  to  the  full, 
in  point  of  principle,  as  any  of  the  bills  he  had 
vetoed.  In  the  very  last  year  of  his  administration 
he  approved  and  signed  a  bill  for  improving  the 
harbor  of  Oswego,  on  Lake  Ontario,  in  the  State 
of  New  York.  ^In  the  year  1836  he  signed  a  bill 
to  build  a  breakwater  on  Staten  Island.  In  the 
year  1837  he  approved  and  signed  a  bill  for  improv- 
ing the  navigation  of  the  Hudson  river,  and  another 
for  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi.  Andrew 
Jackson  was  not  the  man  to  do  things  by  inches — 
to  work  by  picceniTal.  When  he  went  into  a  re- 
formation at  all,  he  went  into  it  boldly,  alone,  and 
on  a  gieat  scale.  He  considered  neither  himself 
nor  his  party.  Look  at  his  attack  on  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  Flad  he  deemed  it  right  to  go 
as  far  in  denying  the  jiower  of  Congress  as  Presi- 
dent Polk  had  done,  he  would  have  done  so  openly 
and  left  his  deed  on  record.  But  Mr.  S.  denied 
that  he  ever  did;  and  if  he  did,  he  had  contradict- 
ed his  own  principles  by  the  very  last  bill  he  ever 
signed. 

Mr.  S.,in  taking  the  position  he  now  did,  feared 
not  to  plant  his  foot  on  ground  consecrated  by 
the  name  of  that  great  man.  Great  he  was;  great 
in  soul;  and  of  that  there  was  the  evidence  all 
around  us.  If  any  man  doubted  it,  let  him  look  at 
those  noble  public  buildings  whose  erection  marked 
the  era  of  his  administration.  But  let  any  one  now 
walk  u|)  near  our  War  Department,  and  he  would 
find  that  a  company  of  private  individuals  were 
putting  up  a  building  for  which  that  department 
were  to  pay  them  a  rentof  |il5,000  jier  annum,  (so 
at  least  he  was  informed.)  Such  were  not  the  ideas 
of  Andrew  Jackson.  Look  at  the  public  buildings 
of  the  Government,  and  see  the  enduring  monu- 
ments of  his  greatne.ss  of  soul.  There  was  seen 
the  largeness  of  his  conceptions.  Mr.  S.  desired  to 
see  a  continuance  of  the  same  way  of  thinking. 

But  it  was  said  that  a  light-house  was  a  building, 
and  Congress  had  power  to  put  up  such  a  building, 
because  it  might  purchase  the  ground  on  which  to 
erect  it;  and  when  the  ground  was  purchased,  Con- 
gress had  the  right  by  the  Constitution  of  exclusive 
legislation  there.     Its  language  was: 

"  To  c.voicise  exclusivi;  leijirlation  in  all  cases  whatsoever, 
over  .sucli  ilistrict  (not  excc^ciliiij^  ten  miles  square)  as  may, 
by  cfs.-ion  of  particular  Stales,  and  llip  acceptance  of  Con- 
press,  become  llie  seat  of  llie  (Jovcniinent  of  the  United 
.States,  and  to  exercise  like  authority  over  all  places  pur- 
chased hy  the -consent- of  the  Le^'irflatuic  of  the  State  in 
which  the  same  shall  be,  for  the  eiccticn  of  forts,  maga- 
zines, arsenals  dock-yards,  and  other  needful  huildinfjs." 

To  the  same  effect  was  the  reasoning  in  the  veto 
message  : 

"  Congress  did  not  even  assume  the  power  to  erect  light- 
houses or  build  piers  without  first  purchasing  the  ground, 
Willi  the  consent  of  the  States,  and  obtaining  jurisdiction 
oviT  it." 

This  language  went  upon  the  idea  that  jurisdic- 
tion over  a  plot  of  ground  gave  Congress' power 
to  do  anything  it  pleased  within  those  limits;  it 
might  put  up  any   building  it  deemed  of  public 


utility  there.  Was  this  so?  Then  Congress  might 
erect  a  church  there,  or  a  paper-mill;  for  nobody 
would  deny  that  these  were  buildings  of  public 
utility.  If  it  might  put  up  a  light-house,  simply 
because  it  had  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  a  bit  of 
land  it  had  purchased,  it  might  buikl  a  church  by 
the  side  of  it.  No;  if  it  had  the  power  at  all,  it  ' 
must  come  from  some  other  clause  than  this  of  the 
Constitution.  The  power  conveyed  here  must  be 
held  as  it  was  restricted  by  the  provisions  in  other 
parts  of  the  in.^trument.  It  could  not  do  anything 
on  this  plot  of  ground  than  what  other  grants  of 
the  Constitution  empowered  it  to  do;  otherwise  all 
Congress  had  to  do  was  to  get  the  soil  of  a  certain 
State  or  part  of  a  State  conveyed  to  it,  and  straight 
it  became  omnijiotent  within  those  limits,  and 
might  do  just  what  it  ph  ased. 

While  Mr.  S.  was  speaking,  there  were  very 
great  and  important  works  going  on,  between 
which  and  those  vetoed  by  the  President  no  sountF 
and  just  distinction  could  be  satisfactorily  shown; 
yet  to  these  no  man  thought  of  olijecting.  He 
would  ask  gentlemen  whether  the  United  States 
officers  engaged  in  that  useful  and  important  work 
had  a  right  to  traverse  the  States,  and  do  all  the 
acts  necessary  to  perfect  that  great  undertaking, 
if  the  Government,  under  whose  orders  they  acted, 
possessed  no  power  to  aid  commerce  by  facilitating 
navigation  ? 

It  was  held  by  some  that  because  Congress  had 
no  jurisdiction  over  the  soil  of  the  States,  it  had 
therefore  no  power  to  construct,  works  of  internal 
improvement  within  their  limits.  But  great  rivers, 
like  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  and  Ohio,  were 
public  highways,  and  no  question  of  jurisdiction 
arose  in  regard  to  them.  Any  one  might  remove 
an  impediment  out  of  such  a  public  highway  with- 
out encroaching;  on  the  jurisdiction  of  any  one  of 
the  States.  What,  in  fact,  had  the  question  of 
jurisdiction  to  do  with  the  matter?  Nothing  at  all. 

But  a  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  last  ses- 
sion justified  the  erection  of  light-houses,  buoys, 
&c.,  because  Congress  had  maritime  jurisdiction 
over  the  coasts  of  the  United  States.  But  what; 
was  maritime  jurisdiction?  Only  the  power  to 
judge  of  contracts  and  the  infringement  of  them 
which  related  to  vessels  and  those  who  navigated' 
them;  and  it  was  the  same  jurisdiction  wliich  was 
enjoyed  by  the  State  governments.  It  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  the  power  to  execute  worksf 
of  internal  improvement  to  facilitate  navigation. 

But  Mr.  S.  would  refer  the  committee  to  some 
other  persuasive  arguments  employed  by  the  Presi- 
dent against  the  power  for  which  Mr.  S.  con- 
tended.    He  said:  • 

"If  the  power  to  clear  out  or  deepen  the  channels  of  riv- 
ers near  their  mouths  be  admitted,  ii  is  not  easy  to  perceive 
how  the  power  to  improve  them  to  their  fountain-head  and 
make  them  navigable  to  their  sources  can  be  denied.  AVhere 
shall  the  exercise  of  the  power,  if  it  be  assumed,  stop?  Has 
Congress  the  power,  when  an  inlet  is  deep  enough  to  admit 
a  sciiooner,  to  deepen  it  still  more,  so  tliat  it  will  admit 
ships  of  heavy  burden  ;  and  has  it  not  the  power,  when  an 
inlet  will  admit  a  boat,  to  make  it  deep  enough  to  admit  a 
schooner?  May  it  improve  rivers  deep  enough  already  to 
float  ships  and  steamboats,  and  has  it  no  power  to  im- 
prove those  which  ate  navigable  only  for  flat  boats  and 
barges?" 

That  was  the  President's  argument.  If  the  Uni- 
ted States  Government  might  improve  the  naviga- 
tion of  rivers  near  their  mouths  where  their  chan- 
nels were  deep,  therefore  it  must  have  the  same 
power  at  the  rivulets  and  springs  which  formed 
their  source.  This  was  much  like  the  argument 
that  because  Congress  had  the  power  to  use  post 
roads  for  the  conveyance  of  the  public  mail,  there- 
fore it  might  make  post  roads  in  every  quarter  of 
the  countiy,  and  to  every  man's  door.  Was  not 
llie  argument  as  good  in  the  one  case  as  in  the 
other?  Because  Congress  had  the  power  to  build 
vessels  of  war,  might  it  therefore  become  a  part 
owner  and  build  ships  for  the  purposes  of  com- 
mercial enterprise?  Because  it  might  construct 
mail  steamers,  could  it  run  steamboats  to  Canton 
and  to  all  the  islands  of  the  Pacific?  If  the  Presi- 
dent had  power  to  purchase  a  right  of  way  from 
the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  acres.?  the  isthmus  of 
Darieii  lo  Chagrcs,  had  he  therefore  an  equal  right 
to  inirchase  a  right  of  way  from  one  ocean  to  the 
other,  across  Europe  and  Asia?  Yet  Mr.  S.'s  ar- 
gument against  such  a  power  was  much  like  the 
President's  argument  against  the  power  of  internal 
improvement.  At  the  last  session,  Mr.  S.  had 
said  that,  tis  the  Government  were  building  a 
steamship  at  Pittsburg,  it  must  possess  the  power 
of  taking  iicr  down  to  the  ocean;  and  if  bars  in- 
tervened in  the  river,  it  must  have  the  power  of 
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removing  them;  and  if  it  might  remove  them  when 
the  ship  was  just  upon  them,  it  niigiit  remove  them 
by  anticipation,  a  year  beforehand;  and  if  it  could 
remove  a  year  before,  it  might  remove  them  ten 
years  l)efore.  To  this  my  colleague  had  replied, 
that  if  his  argunient  was  sound,  then  Congress 
might  build  a  ship  on  the  top  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, and  dig  a  canal  from  thence  to  the  ocean. 
His  colleague's  answer  was  about  as  good  as  the 
President's.  He  put  it  to  gentlemen  to  show  how 
one  of  these  arguments  was  any  stronger  than  the 
other. 

Mr.  S,  thouglit  he  had  shown  that  an  argument 
just  as  strong  as  that  in  the  message  against  the 
power  to  improve  navigation  might  be  made 
against  any  power  granted  in  the  Constitution. 
But  it  was  said  that  this  pgwer  of  internal  im- 
provement was  a  fascir>ating,  a  seductive  power, 
and,  once  admitted,  would  i)e  sure  to  lead  the 
Government  teyorxi  all  bounds  of  prudence.  And 
if  it  were^  was  not  the  love  of  military  glory, 
was  not  the  thirst  of  conquest  equally  fascina- 
ting, and  might  not  this  be  as  well  urged  against 
the  war  power  in  the  Constitution  ? 

Mr.  S.  regretted  to  differ  in  opinion  from  the  Pres- 
ident, the  more  on  account  of  the  consequences 
which  must  follow  the  adoption  of  the  Executive 
doctrines.  Let  the  President's  positions  once  l)e 
conceded,  and  the  result  must  be  to  blow  out  every 
light-house  from  Maine  to  Texas — to  sweep  away 
every  pier,  and  sea-wall,  and  breakwater,  and 
buoy,  and  light-boat  on  the  ocean  and  the  lakes. 

The  President  contended  tliat  Congress  had  the 
power  to  authorize  the  States  to  l-evy  tonnage  du- 
ties for  the  purpose  of  making  works  of  internal 
improvement  for  themselves.  Mr.  S.  had  arrived 
at  a  very  different  conclusion.  The  Constitution 
gave  to  Congress  the  power  of  laying  tonnage 
duties, -provided  they  be  uniform  throughout  the 
Union.  If  Congress  should  grant  this  power  to 
the  States,  and  the  right  to  make  works  of  inter- 
nal improvement  was  incidental  to  the  power  of 
laying  tonnage  duties,  why  miglit  not  Congress, 
who  possessed  the  power  in  its  integrity,  make 
works  of  the 'Same  kind  ?  Congress  possessed  the 
whole  power;  the  States  must  possess  it  only  in 
part. 

According  to  the  argument  of  the  President, 
Congress  was  to  judge  what  works  might  be  made 
and  what  might  not:  it  could  prevent,  but  not 
make  them;  it  might  hamper,  and  encumber,  and 
embarrass  those  who  would  exercise  the  power, 
but  it  could  not  use  it  themselves.  But  Mr.  S. 
insisted  that  if  Congress  could  interfere  with  the 
power  at  all,  it  could  exert  the  power  itself.  But 
the  President  saw  that  Congress  had  often  granted 
this  power  to  the  States,  and  he  brought  prece^ 
dents  in  warrant  of  such  a  proceeding.  But  if 
precedent  constituted  the  warrant,  Congress  had 
as  often  exerted  this  power  itself  as  it  had  granted 
it  to  the  States;  and  so  it  was  just  as  good  a  war- 
rant for  the  one  proceeding  as  for  the  other.  The 
argument  from  precedent  was  equally  good  both 
ways. 

But,  though  such  were  Mr.  S.'s  views,  he  was 
ready  to  consent  to  any  arrangement  by  which  this 
long-vexed  question  might  at  length  be  settled.  If 
this  plan  of  granting  to  the  States  the  right  to  im- 
pose tonnage  duties  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the 
improvement  of  these  rivers  and  harbors,  he  was 
virilling  the  thing  should  be  so  arranged  :  but  he 
did  not  see  how  this  was  possible.  Suppose,  for 
example,  the  State  of  Louisiana  should  ask  of 
Congress  the  right  to  impose  tonnage  duties  to  be 
applied  to  the  levees,  &c.,  in  that  State,  did  gentle- 
men suppose  that  all  western  States  washed  by  the 
waters  of  the  Mississippi  would  assent  to  the 
grant  ?  What  guaranty  would  they  have  that  Lou- 
isiana would  make  a  proper  use  of  the  money.' 
What  security  would  they  have  that  she  would 
not  apply  it  to  her  own  exclusive  benefit,  in  ways 
never  intended  by  Congress  ?  He  granted  that  "in 
such  cases  as  in  the  harbors  of  New  York,  and 
Boston,  and  Baltimore,  the  plan  might  jicrhaps 
work  well;  but  on  the  great  streams  of  the  West, 
unanimity  was  morally  impossible,  and  there  the 
plan  would  be  fruitful  only  of  dissensions  and  dis- 
cord. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  no  intention  of  indulging  in 
a  prolix  argument  on  these  constitutional  ques- 
tions. He  was  fully  aware  that  what  he  might 
say  in  regard  to  them  was  likely  to  have  but  little 
weight  with  the  committee,  and  as  little  influence 
on  the  action  of  Congress.     He  made  these  re- 


marks mainly  in  justification  of  himself,  and  be- 
cause he  had  the  misfortune  to  difier  on  these 
points  from  the  President,  and  from  a  certain  por- 
tion of  his  own  political  friends. 

In  the  other  doctrines  of  the  message  he  agreed 
entirely  in  sentiment  with  the  Executive. 

The  chairman  of  one  of  the  most  important 
committees  of  this  House  had  said  that  he  never 
would  consent  to  increase  the  public  debt  for  the 
sake  of  carrying  on  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment :  this  was  the  fixed  determination  of  his 
party.  If  so,  then  most  clearly  this  was  not  a 
time  in  which  Congress  must  einbark  in  such  en- 
terprises, because, ..if  they  did,  a  public  debt  must 
be  created.  Gentlemen  had  said  they  v/ere  wil- 
ling to  apply  to  this  object  a  part  of  the  reveiute, 
when  the  public  revenues  were  abundant,  and 
when  the  condition  of  the  country  would  justify 
it,  but  under  no  other  circumstances.  So  far  as 
that  gentleman  was  willing  to  confine  the  appro- 
priation of  the  public  revenue  to  great  works  of  a 
clearly  national  character,  Mr.  S.  was  prepared  to 
go  with  him;  but  the  treasuiy  was  not  now  in  a 
proper  state  for  any  such  undertakings.  The  na- 
tion was  at  war  :  it  was  engaged  in  a  war  which 
Mr,  S.  believed  to  be  right  in  itself,  and  to  have, 
from  the  begmning,  been  unavoidable.  On  that 
subject  he  had  fully  expressed  his  own  convic- 
tions on  a  former  occasion,  and  he  should  not  now 
again  go  over  the  ground.  Nor  was  it  now  in 
place.  The  question  as  to  the  commencement  of 
the  war  was  now  settled,  and  our  present  duty 
was  to  look  to  its  termination;  and  Mr.  S.  hoped 
that  the  principal  action  of  the  present  Congress 
would  be  directed  to  that  end.  He  should  not  give 
his  views  at  length  upon  the  subject,  but  he  would 
say  thus  much  :  he  agreed  in  the  opinion  expressed 
by  a  distinguished  Senator,  that  the  tendency  of 
things  was  to  the  subjugation  of  the  whole  of 
Mexico.  He  believed  it  to  be  unavoidable,  and  he 
thought  it  desirable.  At  all  events,  come  it  would, 
sooner  or  later.  The  subjugation  of  the  entire  coun- 
try would  require  seventy  thousand  troops.  The 
President  had  asked  for  that  number,  and  Mr.  S. 
hoped  the  House  would  grant  them — not  to  con- 
quer Mexico  :  no;  if  she  should  offer  proper  terms 
of  peace  to-morrow,  he  held  that  we  were  bound 
to  accept  them.  But  he  confessed  he  had  no  idea 
that  they  would  have  a  Government  willing  to  do 
this;  and,  unless  they  did  it,  and  that  shortly, 
neither  they  nor  we  could  prevent  the  accomplish- 
ment of  what  he  believed  to  be  the  great  design  of 
Providence  in  this  whole  movement.  He  appre- 
hended none  of  those  dangers  which  some  gentle- 
men saw  to  our  own  liberties.  He,  for  one,  was 
in  favor  of  pushing  on  the  war,  and  giving  the 
President  every  dollar  he  asked  for.  He  did  not 
fear  such  difficulties  as  some  foresaw  in  carrying 
out  the  war  to  its  results.  Meanwhile,  it  was  the 
duty  of  Congress  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest  on  the  public  debt.  He  was  prepared 
to  vote  for  that  object.  But,  while  he  was  ready 
to  tax  tea  and  coffee  for  this  end,  he  would  not 
consent  to  do  this  even  for  what  he  deemed  neces- 
sary and  constitutional  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment. He  hoped  the  House  would  not  endeavor 
by  measures  of  this  kind  to  embarrass  the  treas- 
ury; but  if  they  should,  Mr.  S.  trusted  he  should 
be  found  where  the  honor  of  his  country  demand- 
ed. If  we  should  find  no  Government  in  Mexico 
with  which  to  treat,  we  must  then  hold  on  to  what 
we  had  conquered,  and  subject  the  population  to 
rightful  authority — to  civilized  laws,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  humanity.  We  must  restrain  them  from 
mischief,  as  we  would  serve  a  thief  by  placing  him 
in  the  penitentiary.  Should  we  now  withdraw 
our  troops,  we  should  subject  ourselves,  and  the 
Mexicans  too',  to  all  tiie  cost  and  misery  of  a  le- 
newal  of  the  war,  and  all  must  be  done  over 
again, 

Mr.  S.  was  for  going  on  with  the  war,  and  not 
stopping  till  we  reached  results.  He  had  no  fear 
of  the  consequences.  But  if  Mexico  would  consent 
to  do  us  justice  to-morrow,  none  would  be  more 
ready  than  he  to  accept  any  reasonable  proposals. 
But  he  never  could  consent  to  leave  the  Mexican 
l)eoplt;  in  their  presentcondition.  They  themselves 
did  not  desire  it.  He  believed  they  would  in  their 
souls  regret  the  hour  when  our  troops  should  be 
withdrawn.  The  onlj^  result  would  be  a  renewal 
of  the  war,  with  added  miseries,  and  it  must  end 
at  last  in  the  absorption  of  the  whole  of  Mexico. 
But  Mr.  S.  did  not  mean  to  enter  on  this  subject 
now.     He  believed  the  war  to  be  right,  and  was 


ready  and  prepared  to  give  the  Executive  all  the 
necessary  means  to  carry  it  on  with  vigor. 

Mr.  STEWART  obtained  the  floor, 'but  yielded 
to  a  motion  by  Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  that 
the  committee  rise;  which  motion  prevailing,  the 
committee  rose. 

USE  OF  THE  HALL. 

Mr.  J.  Q,.  ADAMS  asked  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  introduce  a  resolution  granting 
the  use  of  the  Hall  of  the  House  to  the  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  for  the  occasion  of  its  anniversary,  on 
the  evening  of  the  18th  inst. 

Objection  being  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WENTWORTH,  the  rules 
were  suspended,  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

CLERKS  IN  THE  PENSION  OFFICE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COCKE,  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended, to  enable  him  to  report,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Invalid  Pensions,  a  joint  resolution  autho- 
rizing; the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  to  employ 
additional  clerks,  temporarily,  in  the  Pension  Of- 
fice; which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  COCKE,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  in- 
stant action  upon  the  joint  resolution,  moved  a 
reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  the  joint  res- 
olution was  committed;  which  motion  was  not 
agreed  to,  on  a  division — ayes  48,  noes  70. 

Mr.  T.  B.  KING,  (by  unanimous  consent,) 
frorn  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  asked  that 
said  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  case  of  Thomas  M.  Newell,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
Agreed  to. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
MoKDAY,  January  10,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  agree- 
ably to  law,  accompanied  by  a  statement  of  the 
expenses  of  the  national  armories,  together  with 
an  account  of  the  arms  made  and  repaired  therein 
during  the  fiscal  year  endina:  June  30,  1847. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  made 
in  compliance  with  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act 
of  the  26ih  of  August,  1842,  showing  the  persons 
employed  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate during  the  year  1847,  and  the  amount  paid  to 
each . 

PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  letter  from  James  A.  Houston,  in  relation 
to  the  publication  of  the  reported  proceedings  and 
debates  of  the  Senate;  which  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  select  committee  on  the  subject. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
representatives  of  the  religious  Society  of  Friends 
for  the  States  of  New  Yoi'-k,  Vermont,  Michigan, 
and  other  places  adjacent,  praying  the  adoption  of 
peaceful  measures  for  terminating  the  war  with 
Mexico. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  moved  that  the  memorial  be 
read  and  printed. 

The  memorial  having  been  read,  the  question 
was  stated  to  be  upon  the  motion  to  print. 

Miu  ATHERTON.  I  believe,  sir,  that,  under 
the  rule,  the  memorial  goes  to  the  Committee  on 
Printinsj.     If  not,  I  move  that  it  be  so  referred. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  asked  for  the  reading  of  the 
rule. 

It  was  read  by  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  perceive  that  it  must  go  to 
the  committee,  under  the  rule. 

The  motion  to  print  was  accordingly  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  the  petition  of 
Charles  Findlay,  representaiiveof  P.  Choieau,  jr., 
praying  payment  of  certain  moneys  due  him  imder 
the  treaty  of  August  8,  1831,  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Shawnee  Indians;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflairs. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  memorial  of  pilots 
of  the  bar  and  harbor  of  Charleston,  South  Caro- 
liiia,  praying  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  JNlarch  8, 
fw37,  concerning  pilots;  which  was  referred  to  tke 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  the  petition  of  citizens 
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of  Wasliienaw  county,  Michigan,  pmyins:  the  re- 
peal of  all  laws  of  Congress  wliich  m  anywise 
sanction  the  exis'.ence  of  slavery  in  the  United 
Stales;  the  motion  to  receive  which  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  the  county  of  Wa.shtenaw,  Michigan,  praying 
the  adoption  of  measures  to  prevent  the  acquisition 
of  additional  territory,  unless  on  condition  that 
slavery  be  prohibited  therein;  which  was  referred 
10  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  FELCH  prasented  the  memorial  of  Catha- 
rine Hoflman,  widow  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wil- 
liam Hodman,  deceased,  late  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  praying  a  pension;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Governor,  tnembcrs  of  ilie  Legislature,  and  other 
citizens  of  the  Stale  of  Florida,  praying  that  com- 
pensation may  be  made  to  Tony  Proctor,  a  free 
colored  man,  for  services  as  an  interpreter  to  the 
Seminole  Indians  in  1823  and  1824;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiairs. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  said:  I  ask  to  be  indulged  in 
one  or  two  remarks  in  relation  to  this  petition  at  this 
time.  It  is  not  signed  by  the  individual  for  whom 
relief  is  asked.  The  ap|ilication  is  in  behalf  of  an 
old  free  negro  who,  for  seventy  years  jjast,  has 
been  the  faithful  interpreter  for  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment and  that  of  the  United  States  with  the 
Seminoles;  and  the  petition  is  .signed  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  Legislative  authorities  of  the  State  of 
Florida.  Tony  Proctor,  the  interpreter,  was  long 
in  pay  of  the  United  States,  but,  for  some  cause, 
sixteen  months'  pay  has  been  withheld  from  him. 
He  is  now  upwards  of  one  hundred  years  old.  I 
hope  my  friend  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  chair- 
man of  the  Indian  Committee,  [Mr.  Atchison,] 
will  notice  this  fact,  and  he  will  see  that  if  the  re- 
lief asked  is  not  granted  forthwith,  it  will  probably 
come  too  late.  I  hope  the  delay,  too  usual  in  Con- 
gress, will  not  be  allowed  in  this  case. 

Mr.  DAYTON  presented  the  memorial  of  Mary 
Brognard,  widow  of  John  Brognard,  a  non-com- 
missioned officer  attached  to  the  allied  French 
corps  in  the  revolutionary  war,  praying  a  pension; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 
Mr.  DAYTON  presented  the  petition  Aaron 
Carman,  praying  that  letters-patent  may  issue  to 
him  for  an  improvement  invented  by  him  in  the 
construction  of  the  plough;  which  was  refeired  to 
the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  BREESE  jiresented  the  petition  of  John 
H.  Kinzie  and  others,  assignees  of  certain  Potta- 
watomie Indians,  praying  the  relinquishment  of 
the  reversionary  interest  of  the  United  States  in 
the  lands  purchased  by  them;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  MASON  submitted  additional  docurnents 
relating  to  the  claim  of  Richard  G.  Dove;  which, 
with  his  petition  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  petition  of  Archi- 
bald Williams  and  Charles  GrifRn,  praying  com- 
pensation for  supplies  furnished  the  Florida  mili- 
tia in  the  Seminole  war;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  petition  of  Leroy 
Hammond,  praying  compensation  for  the  use  of 
his\vagon  and  team  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  during  the  last  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  petition  of  John  H. 
Williams,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  bounty 
granted  by  the  act  of  1833,  on  his  leenlistmeiit  in 
the  marine  corps;  whi(;h  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Atlairs. 

Mr.  MASON  submitted  a  document  relating  to 
the  claim  of  John  PL  Williams,  for  pay  due  him 
as  a  private  in  the  marine  corps;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  ('ornmittce  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  petition  of  Abel 
Gray,  a  .sergeant  in  the  marine  corps,  praying 
compen.sation  for  extra  duty  performed  by  \um; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  petition  of  John  H. 
Williams,  praying  com|)eneation  for  services  as 
schoolmaster  on  board  the  Uilited  States  ships 
Java  and  Delaware;  which  was  referred  to  tltt 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BUTLER  presented  an  abstract  of  the  re- 
port of  a  committee  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 


of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  recommending  the 
establishment  of  a  branch  mint  at  that  place. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  D.  C. 
Buell,  praying  compensation  for  a  horse  lost  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BELL  presented  the  petition  of  Mary 
Connelly,  widow  of  a  deceased  revolutionary 
soldier,  praying  a  renewal  of  her  pension;  which 
was  refeired  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  the  petition  of 
Patrick  Walker,  praying  an  increase  of  pension; 
wliich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  CAiVlERON  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Philadelphia  Female  Anti-Slavery  Society,  pray- 
ing the  adoption  of  some  plan  for  the  immediate 
peaceful  dissolution  of  the  Union;  the  motion  to 
receive  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Stanert,  a  soldier  in  the  last  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain ,  praying  arrears  of  pension ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Connnittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  a  memorial  of  mer- 
chants and  others,  and  a  memorial  of  masters  of 
vessels  and  others,  engaged  in  the  navigation  and 
commerce  of  the  port  of  Wilmington,  North  Caro- 
lina; also,  a  memorial  of  jiilots  on  the  Cape  Fear 
river  and  bars,  severally  praying  the  establishment 
of  additional  lights  and  buoys  in  the  Cape  Fear 
river;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATHERTON, 

Ordered,  Tiiat  leave  be  granteil  to  wulidraw  the  dncu-  j 
merits  on  the  tiles  of  tlie  Soiiiitr  i-(>latins  to  the  claims  of  tlie  j 
State  of  New  Ilaiiipsliire  ajaliist  the  United  States.  | 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MANGUM,  i 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  .'Michael   Hanson,  on  the 

files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  i 

Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATCHISON,  ! 

Ordered,  That  the  pi'lition  of  Thomas  H.  Noble,  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Comniitlee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRADBURY, 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  pi-titioii  of  William  Davis,  on  the  files 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Comeiittee  on  Naval  Atfairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRADBURY, 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Ebcnezer  Whitten,  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  refeired  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  COR  WIN, 

Ordered,  That  John  P.  Converse  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition  and  papers. 

NOTICE  OF  BILLS. 
Mr.  FELCH  gave  notice  that  on  to-inorrow,  or 
at  some  early  dtiy,  he  would  ask  leave  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  introduce  a  bill  to  apply  certain  alternate 
sections  of  the  public  domain  towards  the  comple- 
tion of  works  of  internal  improvement  in  the  State 
of  Michigan,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  RUSK  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow,  or 
at  an  early  day,  he  would  ask  leave  of  the  Senate 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  establish  an  additional  district 
court  in  Texas. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow, 
or  at  an  early  day,  lie  would  ask  leave  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  introduce  a  bill  to  establish  the  Territory  of 
Minesota. 

RELATIONS   WITH  MEXICO. 
Mr.    HANNEGAN    submitted    the    following 
resolutions  for  consideration: 

Refohcd,  That  no  treaty  of  peace  can  he  made  with 
Mexico,  having  a  proper  regard  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
United  States,  which  docs  not  establish  as  a  boundary  be- 
tween the  two  nations  the  most  suitable  line  for  military 
defence. 

Resolved,  That  in  no  contingency  can  the  United  States 
consent  to  the  establishment  of  monarchical  govcrnintMit 
within  the  limits  of  Mexico  by  tlic  intervention  of  any  Eu- 
rojiean  I*ow>t. 

Rcsolrcd,  That  it  may  become  necessary  and  jiropcr,  as  it 
is  within  the  constitutional  capacity  of  this  Government,  for 
thc.United  States  to  hold  Me.\ico  as  a  territorial  appendage 

The  resolutions  having  been  read — 
Mr.  HANNEGAN  said:  I  ask  that  the  resolu- 
tions be  printed;  and  as  it  would  not  be  strictly  in 
order,  1  shall  refrain  from  saying  anything  in  rela- 
tion to  them  at  present.  I  ask  that  they  be  made 
tlie  order  of  the  day  for  this  day  two  weeks,  inas- 
much as  by  that  time  the  bills  will  have  been  dis- 
posed of  which  arc  now  before  the  Senate.  I  will 
only  add,  thairthe  resolutions  are  not  entirely  ab- 
stractions. They  propose  something  definite  and 
I)oiiited. 

It  was  then  ordered  that  the  resolutions  be  print- 
ed for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  tliRt  they  be  made 
11  the  .special  order  for  this  day  two  weeks. 


CHANGES  OF  REFERENCE. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ASHLEY, 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Commillcc.  on  Public  Lands  be  dis- 
charged Irom  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Martin  Feiiwiok  ;  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana, 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  discharged 

from  the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Anna  J. 

Hassler;  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 

Afiairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Charles  M.  Gib>on,  and  from  the  furlhor  consideration  of 
ihe  memorial  of  A.  H.  Cole,  of  Florida;  and  that  they  be 
severally  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Lou- 
isiana, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
for  the  issuing  of  patents  in  a  certain  class  of  cases, 
and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  the  first 
and  second  times  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee or>  Private  Land  Claims. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  BRIGHT  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  surrender  certain  bonds  of  the 
State  of  Indiana,  held  by  the  United  States,  to  the 
agent  of  the  State  for  said  Slate  of  Indiana;  which 
was  read  the  first  and  second  times  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

TERRITORIAL  GOVERNMENT. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said,  several  days  ago  I 
gave  notice  that  I  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  establish  a  territorial  government  in  Oregon. 
Upon  reflection,  I  thought  it  proper  and  just  to  my 
friend,  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  that  he  should 
have  charge  of  the  bill;  and  I  have  given  it  to  him, 
and  1  believe  he  is  now  prepared  to  present  it. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  then  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  the.  Territorial  Gov- 
ernment of  Oregon:  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  times  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  establish 
a  permanent  preiimption  system  in  favor  of  actual 
settlers  on  the  public  lands,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Land  Claims,  to  whom  had  been  refer- 
red the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Hoggatt,  reported  a 
bill  for  his  relief;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  to  whom  had  been  referred  so 
much  of  the  President's  message  as  relates  to  the 
subject,  reported  a  bill  amending  the  act  entitled 
"  An  act  granting  half-pay  to  widows  or  orphans 
where  their  husbands  and  fathers  have  died  of 
wounds  received  in  the  military  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  cases  of  deceased  officers  and  soldiers 
of  the  militia  and  volunteers,"  passed  July  4,  1836; 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Cornmittee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  petition  of 
Maria  L.  Nonrse,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
settlement  of  the  account  of  Joseph  Nourse,  de- 
ceased; which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  U.  submitted  a  report  on  the  subject,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  petition  of 
Edward  Bolon,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  his  relief. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing, and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

"Mr.  BALDWIN,  fiom  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  documents 
relating  to  the  claim  of  Loomis  and  Gay,  reported 
a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Walter 
Loomis  and  Abel  Gay,  approved  July  2,  1836; 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  B.  also  submitted  a  report  on  the  subject, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  from  the  Cominittee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Watson,  submitted  an  adverse  report; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  had  been  referred  a  resolution  re- 
lating to  errors  and   defective  returns  in  certain 
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surveys,  plats,  and  field  notes,  reported  tlie  same 
without  amendment;  and  submitted  a  special  re- 
port on  the  subject,  which  was  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  had  been  referred  tiie  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois  respect- 
ing the  Saline  Reservations,  reported  a  bill  confirm- 
ing former  sales  by  the  State  of  Illinois  of  the 
Ohio  Saline  Reservations,  and  authorizing  the  sale 
of  the  residue  of  such  reservations;  which  was  read 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affair.'?,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  petition  of 
George  S.  Gaines,  submitted  an  adverse  report; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  YULEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  William  Marvin,  reported  a  bill  for  his  re- 
lief; which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  YULEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  making  an  additional  ap- 
propriation for  the  dry  dock  at  the  Brooklyn  navy- 
yard;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  YULEE  said  :  I  would  ask  the  iminediate 
action  of  the  Senate  on  that  bill.  A  communica- 
tion has  been  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  transmitting  one  from  the  chief  of  the  Bu- 
reau of  Construction,  in  which  Congress  is  inform- 
ed, that  the  appropriation  for  the  dry  dock  at 
Brooklyn  is  entirely  exhausted,  and  that  they  are 
without  the  means  of  making  payments  for  the 
work  during  the  present  month.  1  believe  that  the 
communication  states,  that  there  is  not  enough  to 
carry  them  through  the  month  of  December,  which 
has  just  expired.  They  ask  an  appropriation  of 
^150,000,  in  order  to  go  on  with  the  work.  The 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  in  the  House  have 
reported  a  bill  precisely  similar  to  that  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  of  the  Senate. 
It  is  necessary  that  action  should  be  immediate  on 
this  bill,  in  order  to  prevent  detriment  to  the  struc- 
ture, and  to  meet  the  public  engagements  con- 
tracted already,  and  daily  occurring.  Will  the 
Secretary  have  the  goodness  to  read  the  commu- 
nication to  which  I  have  referred,  as  it  will  inform 
the  Senate  of  all  the  facts  in  the  case.' 

The  Secretary  read  the  cotnmunication 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time,  by  unan- 
^imous  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole;   and    no  amendment  being  made,  it 
was  reported  to  the, Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  that  he  feared  that 
very  partial  attention  had  been  directed  to  the  bill 
before  the  Senate.  It  was  one  of  very  consider- 
able consequence,  and  yet,  for  one,  he  did  not  ex- 
actly understand  its  objects. 

The  bill  vi'as  again  read.! 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.     I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  At  the  last  session,  we 
pas.sed  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  this 
work,  when  the  merits  and  demerits  of  the  sub- 
ject were  fully  discussed,  and  the  whole  policy 
gone  over  and  approved. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
ASSISTANT  PURSERS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing  for 
tlie  appointment  of  assistant  pursers  in  the  navy. 

The  amendment  heretofore  submitted  by  Mr. 
Badger,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  by  warrant," 
and  iiisert  "  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,"  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  YULEE  said,  that  as  he  was  desired  by 
Senators  near  him  to  explain  the  necessity  of  this 
bill,  he  would  do  so  very  briefly. 

There  were  eighty-one  vessels  attached  to  the 
naval  establishment  a  year  ago.  This  number  has 
been  increased  during  the  past  year  to  meet  the 
necessities  of  the  service  on  the  Mexican  coast. 
There  arc  .sixty-four  pursers  in  service,  of  whom, 
there  are — 

Now  at  sea 33 

On  duty  at  shore  stations 14 

Unfit  for  active  sea  service  from  age  and  in- 
firmity  4 

Recently  returned  from  sea  and  settling  ac- 
counts   , ,  4 

Detailed  for  vessels  now  fitting  for  sea. ...  3 

Waiting  orders 6 


There  are  fifty-four  vessels  in  commission  at  the 
present  time,  so  that  there  are  in  fact  now  twenty- 
one  vessels  without  pursers,  the  duties  being  per*- 
formed  by  their  commanding  ofl^cers. 

This  consequence  is  detrimental  to  the  service, 
and  unjust  to  the  officers  obliged  to  act  as  pursers  of 
their  own  vessels,  whb  are  generally  not  conver- 
sant with  accounts,  and  whose  appropriate  duties 
totally  conflict  with  the  functiuns  of  a  purser. 
Several  veiy  hard  cases  have  grown  out  of  this 
deficit  in  the  number  of  pursers.  Several  officers 
of  the  navy,  whose  brilliant  achievements  on  the 
coast  of  Mexico  entitle  them  to  the  thanks  of  the 
country,  and  would  have  brought  to  them  high 
promotion  in  most  other  countries,  where  the  rule 
of  lineal  promotion  is  less  rigidly  observed,  have 
returned  home  to  be  mulcted  in  damages,  instead 
of  being  rewarded  for  their  meritorious  conduct. 
Some  of  them  have  balances  of  one  or  two  thousand 
dollars  found  against  them  for  the  want  of  formal 
vouchers,  although  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
actual  expenditure.  And  the  monthly  pay  to 
which  the  law  entitles  the  officers  thus  situated  is 
subject  to  be  abstracted  from  the  support  of  their 
families,  and  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

This  is  all  wrong.  Now,  what  is  the  remedy.' 
The  most  economical  and  advantageous  mode  of 
supplying  the  deficit  in  the  number  of  pursers,  is 
that  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
and  reported  by  the  committee.  The  assistant 
pursers  will  receive  a  less  salary  than  the  pursers 
are  allowed,  and  will  fully  answer  the  necessities 
of  the  service  in  the  class  of  smaller  vessels.  The 
alternative  is  between  the  increase  of  the  number 
of  pursers,  or  the  addition  proposed  by  this  bill  to 
the  corps.  There  can  be  no  question  that  this  is 
the  preferable  measure;  for,  besides  the  advantage 
on  the  score  of  economy,  the  Executive  will  be 
able  to  make  his  selections  for  the  grade  of  purser 
after  a  trial  of  capability  and  according  to  the  rela- 
tive merit  of  the  persons  filling  the  grade  now  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  offered  the  following  amend- 
iTierjt  to  the  first  section: 

Provided,  That  no  person  shall  be  nominated  or  appoint- 
ed an  assistant  purser  until  he  shall  have  first  passed  an 
examination  before  a  board  of  pursers  of  the  navy  as  to  his 
qualifications  for  sucli  office,  in  like  manner  as  assistant 
surgeons  of  the  navy  are  now  required  by  law  to  pass  such 
examination. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  observed,  that  he  offered  this 
amendment  at  the  suggestion  of  several  Senators 
who  coincided  with  him  in  opinion  as  to  its  im- 
portance. The  first  object  of  it  was  to  decrease 
the  Executive  patronage.  It  prevented  the  selec- 
tion of  mere  office-hunting  political  partisans  with- 
out qualification,  and  in  reward  for  political  ser- 
vices; and  if  such  are  chosen,  it  would  ensure,  at 
least,  that  they  have  the  necessary  education  and 
intelligence.  This  law  provides  that  all  pursers-i 
are  to  be  appointed  hereafter  from  these  assistant 
pursers.  These  pssistant  pursers  should  have 
mercantile  knowledge — skill  as  accountants — both 
of  which  attainments  are  professional,  and,  in  fact 
may  be  called  scientific.  They  should  be  exam- 
ined as  to  these  and  other  qualifications  by  a  board 
of  pursers  before  they  are  selected.  No  man  can 
then  become  a  purser  or  an  assistant  purser,  un- 
less he  possesses  at  least  the  qualifications  I  have 
alluded  to.  The  effect  of  a  similar  rule  as  to  sur- 
geons in  the  navy,  and  as  to  surgeons  in  the  army, 
and  as  to  cadets  at  West  Point,  and  midshipmen 
seeking  promotion,  has  been  salutary.  I  hope  this 
amendment  will  be  adopted  before  the  bill  is  sent 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  YULEE.  I  hope  that  my  colleague  will 
consent  to  withdraw  this  amendment,  or  else  that 
it  will  be  voted  down.  I  do  not  think  it  at  all  im- 
portant that  the  bill  should  be  thus  amended;  and 
I  trust,  upon  reconsideration,  my  colleague  will 
withdraw  it.  Sir,  it  may  be  very  proper  that  the 
surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  of  the  army  and 
navy  should  be  subjected  to  an  examination  as  to 
their  professional  and  scientific  attainments,  inas- 
much as  perhaps  it  may  not  be  in  the  pdwer  of 
the  President,  without  the  aid  of  a  board  of  gen- 
tlemen schooled  in  the  profession,  to  decide  upon 
their  qualifications;  but  in  respect  to  pursers,  sir, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  any  other  qualification 
than  the  ordinary  one  of  being  a  good  accountant, 
and  the  higher  and  more  important  qualification  of 
integrity,  which  the  board  cannot  decide,  but 
which  is  very  properly  committed  to  the  President 
and  the  Senate  to  decide.     My  colleague  is  mis- 


taken in  regard  to  the  duties  of  these  pursers. 
They  do  not  make  purchases  :  thoy  simply  dis- 
tribute the  articles  purchased,  and  disburse  the 
money  that  is  placed  in  their  custody  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  oflicers  and  men  of  the  navy.  That 
is  all.  The  highest  and  most  important  qualifica- 
tion is  integrity.  I  do  not  conceive  that  it  is  at  all 
necessary  that  the  bill  should  be  amended  as  pro- 
posed by  iny  colleague,  and  I  trust  he  will  with- 
draw his  motion. 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
aiTiendment,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

No  further  amendment  being  made,  the  bill  waa 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the  amendment  con- 
curred in.  The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill,  on  its  third  reading,  to  i-aise  for  a  limited  time 
an  additional  military  force. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  said  : 

My  purpose,  Mr.  President,  in  now  addressing 
the  Senate,  is, to  give  my  opinion  upon  certain 
points  connected  with  the  present  war,  which  it 
seems  to  be  conceded  may  be  properly  discussed 
upon  the  present  bill.     They  are  these — 

First.  Is  the  war  a  just  and  honorable  one,  or  is 
it  unjust  and  dishonorable.' 

Second.  Has  it  been  heretofore  properly  prose- 
cuted .' 

Third.  How  should  it  hereafter  be  prosecuted  .' 

Fourth.  What  end,  consistently  with  the  good 
name  of  the  nation,  should  be  attained  by  it? 

Mr.  President,  upon  each  of  these  propositions 
I  propose  to  present  my  views  with  the  frankness 
and  freedom  which  become  a  Senator,  and  at  the 
.■^ame  time  with  the  deference  which  I  sincerely 
feel  for  the  opinions  of  those  upon  both  sides  of 
the  Chamber  with  whom  I  shall  be  found  to  dif- 
fer. 

"Nothing,  sir,  is  more  annoying  to  me  than  to 
refer  at  any  time  to  anything  personal  to  myself, 
and  it  is  especially  so,  to  do  so  in  the  presence  in 
which  I  stand.  But  there  may  be  circumstances 
which  render  it  a  duty.  I  feel  myself  in  that  con- 
dition,  and  I  therefore  ask  the  kind  indulgence  of 
youi-self  and  the  Senate  to  say  a  word  or  two  of  a 
personal  character. 

To  those  who  know  me,  Mr.  President,  it  is,  I 
am  sure,  unnecessary  to  disclaim  that  I  am  actua- 
ted on  this  occasion,  neither  in  what  I  shall  say  or 
do,  by  any  other  motive  than  the  single  motive  of 
duty  to  my  country.  If  I  ccJuld  be  inad  enough 
to  desire  any  other  political  post  of  honor  than  the 
one  which  I  now  hold,  (sufficient,  one  would  think, 
to  satisfy  the  cravings  of  any  ambition,)  I  hope  I 
know  myself  well  enough  to  be  able  to  say  with 
truth,  that  I  should  scorn  to  obtain  it  by  pander- 
ing to  popular  passion  or  official  power.  But,  sir, 
I  am  proud  to  state,  that  I  have  no  such  desire; 
that  there  is  no  office  in  the  gift  of  the  present  Ex- 
ecutive which  I  would  accept,  and  none  in  tjie 
power  of  the  people  to  give  that  I  would  take.  In 
the  school  of  political  ethics  in  which  I  have  been 
taught,  I  have  imbibed  as  my  first  and  last  lesson, 
the  duty  to  do  what  you  believe  to  be  right,  and 
confidently  abide  the  result.  Be  it  the  approba- 
tion of  your  fellow  men,  or  not,  you  have  then 
the  approbation  of  your  own  conscience,  trans- 
cending, infinitely  transcending  in  true  value,  any 
reward  that  can  flow  from  human  source. 

As  to  popularity,  sir,  I  estimate  it  as  nothing  if 
it  is  sought  after.  Its  real  worth  is  when  it  fol- 
lows good  ends,  accomplished  by  good  means.  It 
becomes  disgrace  when  catered  for. 

I  would  not  avow  any  political  opinion  which  I 
did  not  sincerely  entertain,  nor  conceal  one  which 
I  did  entertain,  to  win  any  honor  which  my  coun- 
trymen could  bestow.  Honor  so  won,  if  I  was 
capable  of  so  winning  it,  would  be  to  me  but  hourly 
abasement. 

Sir,  1  need  not  say  that  I  came  into  this  body 
differing  with  the  Administration  upon  almost 
every  subject  of  our  public  civil  policy.  This  dif- 
ference, decided  as  it  was  in  the  beginning,  so  I'ar 
from  having  been  diminished,  has  been  but  more 
and  more  strengthened  and  confirmed.  I  believe 
they  misapprehend  the  true  policy  of  the  country, 
and  fundamentally  err  upon  great  and  vital  points  of 
coiretitutional  power.  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  I 
believe  as  sincerely  as  I  believe  my  own  existence 
that  the  day  will  come,  and  is  rapidly  coming,  when 
this  \yill  l^e  seen  to  be  the  general  opinion  of  the 
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people,  and  that  until  then,  the  country  v/il)  be  de- 
prived of  many  a  lilessing  which  the  Constitution 
was  intended  to  bestow.  Bui,  sir,  new  questions 
have  arisen,  and  are  now  agitating  the  nation.  We 
are  at  war;  and  upon  one  of  tiie  questions  growing 
out  of  it,  I  find  myself  differing,  perhaps,  with 
most  of  ihe  Senators  on  this  side  of  the  Chamber — 
not  1  hope  wiiii  all — with  whom  ii  is  my  pride  and 
pleasure  generally  to  agree.  I  need  not  say,  Mr. 
President,  to  you  or  to  them,  that  this  ditf'erence 
exists,  if  it  does  e.xist,  because  I  am  unable  from  a 
sense  of  duty  to  have  it  otherwise.  Party  ties, 
party  prepossessions,  party  associations,  strong  as 
they  ever  are  and  sliould  be,  can  never  be  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  make  an  honorable  man  violate 
what  he  feels  to  be  his  duty  to  his  country.  And 
when  in  that  duty  is  involved  his  country's  repu- 
tation, they  should  be  and  are  weaker  thaji  J,he 
spider's  web. 

Nor  upon  this  occasion  do  I  feel  any  other  con- 
cern than  that  which  the  mere  fact  of  difi'erence 
creates,  because  I  know  so  well  the  Senators  w'ho 
are  around  me,  that  whatever  regret  they  may  feel 
that  our  opinions  are  not  upon  all  points  identical, 
1  should  cease  to  have  (what  I  am  sure  I  now 
have)  their  respect  and  esteem,  if  I  surrendered 
my  own  judgment,  and  paltered  witli  my  own  con- 
science upon  a  measure  vital  in  that  judjjment  to 
the  true  fame  of  our  common  country.  We  differ, 
sir,  but  we  differ  as  friends.  We  differ,  sir,  but 
we  dift'er  as  patriots.  We  have  alike  the  true 
honor  of  the  country  at  heart;  we  are  only  not 
agreed,  perhaps,  as  to  v/hat  that  true  honor  de- 
mands. 

Sir,  he  libels  them,  and  libels  me  who  doubts  our 
high  and  patriotic  purposes.  He  violates  the  de- 
corum of  private  life  and  the  decencies  of  official 
relation,  where  it  exists,  who  intimates  that  we 
are  capal)le,  under  any  state  of  things,  or  for  any 
purposes,  of  taking  siiles  with  the  enemies  of  our 
country.  We  aim  alike  at  her  honor;  we  dis- 
agree, if  we  do  disagree,  as  to  the  true  mode 'of 
vindicating  and  maintaining  it.  IVlr.  President, 
all  of  the  good  and  liberal  of  my  countrymen  will, 
I  have  no  doubt,  when  they  shall  have  seen  what 
I  am  about  to  say,  do  me  tlie  justice  to  believe 
that  my  motives  are  pure  and  patriotic.  There 
may  be,  and  perhaps  are,  mere  followers  of  the 
parly  camp,  whose  hope  it  is  to  feed  on  the  spoils 
of  the  contest,  who  may  profess  to  doubt  it;  but 
none  such  do  I  drop  a  syllable  to  satisfy.  Bred  in 
the  corruption  of  the  motto  of  the  political  fjee- 
booter,  that  the  spoils  belong  to  the  victor — fight- 
ing not  for  principle,  but  for  plunder — they  are  as 
feculent  as  their  motto,  and  beneath  the  notice  of 
honest  men:  only,  indeed,  to  be  shunned 'as  you 
would  shun  any  loathsome  toad  that  might  be  in 
your  pathway. 

Is  the  war  just  and  honorable,  orjjot.' 
I  think  it  is,  and  I  hope,  for  the  good  name  of 
my  coiuury,  that  such  will  be  the  judgment  of 
Christendom.  Sir,  I  wish  to  be  clearly  understood. 
I  am  not  inquiring  into  the  conduct  of  the  E.xecu- 
tive,  into  its  prudence  or  its  constitutionality.  JVIy 
single  proposition  now  is,  that  as  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  the  former  had  just 
cause  of  war  on  the  15lh  May,  1846,  when  the 
war  act  of  that  date  was  passed,  and  that  on  that 
day  war  in  fact  existed  by  means  of  the  vjnjust 
and  illegal  act  of  Mexico.  Sir,  1  repeat  belbre 
going  further,  that  1  sinceiely  tru.st,  as  J  love  tiie 
fair  fame  of  my  countrymen,  that  I  may  be  able 
to  make  this  \<Uun.  Sir,  I  should  bow  in  deep  and 
heartfelt  mortification  for  that  fame  if  I  did  not  be- 
lieve it  to  be  plain.  I  would  not  have  it  even  to 
be  involved  in  the  slightest  obscuiity  or  doubt, 
from  the  dread  of  the  judgment  which  the  civilized 
world  would  then  be  compelled  to  pass  upon  us. 
We  live  in  an  age  when  nations,  as  individuals, 
lose  their  power  and  usefulness,  and  sink  into  deg- 
radation, if  they  perpetrate  acts  of  wrong  and  in- 
justice. We  are,  thank  God,  surrounded  by  a 
moral  ntmnsphcrc  as  necessary  to  healthful  na- 
tional existence  as  the  atmosphere  we  breathe  is 
necessary  to  individual  life.  If  we  discard  it,  if 
we  sink  ijelow  it,  if  wc  substitute  for  it  that  which 
is  in.separable  from  violence  and  injustice,  the  pun- 
ishment is  at  liand.  The  decay  begins  and  pro- 
gresses, until  we  arc  involved  in  hopeless  ruin. 

Nrtliorial  character  is  national  power;  and  the 
purer,  the  more  elevated,  the  more  spolliss  ^lat 
character,  the  greater  the  jiower.  I  Irusi,  there- 
fore, in  God,  that  I  am  right  in  the  opinion  thai 
this  war  is  upon  our  part  just  and  honorable.     If 


not — if  not  clearly  just  and  honorable — then  will  \ 
we  be  ]3ronounced   by  the  judgment  of  the  world  j 
a    band    of  murderers.     No    other- sentence   can 
then  be  passed  upon  us.     If  we  are  right,  we  are  1 
worthy  descendants  of  sires  who  knew  no  moral  I 
blemish,  who  estimated  the^ national   honor  above 
all  price.     If  we  are   wrong,  we  liave  disgraced 
the    inheritance    of    freedom    they    have   left    us, 
brought  dishonor  upon   our   land,  and    aimed   a 
fatal  blow  at  constitutional  freedom  itself. 

If  I  speak  strongly,  it  is  because  I  feel  strongly. 
I  wish  to  give  offence  to  none  :  I  take  no  offence 
if  others  hold  a  different  opinion.  I  am  here  to 
justify  my  own  before  the  Senate  and  the  country, 
and  I  mean  to  do  it  with  the  freedom  that  belongs 
to  each  of  us. 

I  have  an  instinctive  repugnance  to  believe  my 
country  wrong  in  any  war  in  which  she  can  en- 
gage; and  1  rejoice  that  in  this  instance  my  feel- 
ings and  my  judgment  are  "one.  I  now  proceed 
with  the  attempt  to  maintain  that  judgment.  I 
have  not  time,  sir,  nor  health,  to  stale  all  the  facts 
which  our  difficulties  with  Mexico  have  developed 
applicable  to  this  question;  nor,  if  I  had,  should 
I  deem  it  necessary  to  trespass  so  much  upon  the 
lime  of  this  body.  My  purpose  is  to  refer  only 
to  such  as  I  am  sure  cannot  be  successfully  de- 
nied, and  which  arc  of  themselves,  in  my  judg- 
ment, conclusive  of  the  controversy. 

In  1834,  the  Mexican  Congress  passed  a  decree 
requiring  all  citizens  to  suirender  to  the  Govern- 
ment their  arms.  The  Legislature  of  Coahuila 
and  Texas,  by  decree,  remonstrated  against  it  and 
other  acts  repealing  the  constitution  of  Mexico  of 
1824,  by  which  ihey  had  changed  the  Government 
from  a  Federal  to  a  Central  one. 

For  this,  General  Cos,  under  the  order  of  Santa 
Anna,  at  the  head  of  his  army,  broke  up  the  Le- 
gislature of  Coahuila  and  Texas,  and  arrested  ail 
the  officers  of  the  Government,  marched  over  the 
Rio  Grande,  and  established  his  headquarters  at 
San  Antonio,  leaving  a  garrison  at  Lipautitlan,  on 
the  Nueces,  and  one  at  Goliad.  The  Texans  then 
commenced  the  revolution,  retook  Goliad,  Lipau- 
titlan, and  San  Antonio,  in  1836. 

The  boundaries  of  Coahuila  and  Texas,  as  these 
departments  were  laid  off  into  one  State  by  the 
constitution  of  1824,  was  the  Nueces,  running  for 
upwards  of  one  hundred  miles  up  that  stream,  and 
then  by  a  line  across  from  that  point  to  the  Rio 
Grande.  The  territory  below  that  line,  between 
the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande,  was  a  part  of  the 
State  of  Tamaulipas.  Tamaulipas  granted  it  to 
various  individuals,  by  what  were  called  colony- 
grants,  under  which  many  settlements  were  made. 
These  colonists,  or  the  greater  portion  of  them  so 
entitled  to  this  portion  of  the  territory,  joined  in 
the  I'exas  revolution,  and  were  represented  in  the 
convention  of  Texas  which  subsequently  declared 
the  independence  of  that  Republic.  The  day  after 
the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  31st  April,  1836,  Santa 
Anna  surrendered  as  a  prisoner.  In  about  six 
weeks  afterwards,  he  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the 
Government  of  Texas,  acknowledging  the  Rio 
Grande  as  their  southwestern  boundary,  upon 
condition  that  General  Filisola,  (then  at  the  head 
of  five  thousand  troops,  being  all  that  were  left  to 
the  Centralists  to  maintain  their  power,)  should  be 
permitted  to  retire  west  of  the  river,  and  that  he 
himself  should  be  released.  These  conditions 
were  complied  with;  Filisola  being  permitted  to 
retire  with  all  his  force  to  the  west  of  the  river, 
and  Santa  Anna,  in  October  afterwards,  released. 
The  treaty  contained  also  various  stipulations 
about  the  release  of  prisoners  and  the  surrender  of 
property.  General  Rusk,  then  at  the  head  of  the 
Texan  forces,  and  under  the  order  of  the  Texan 
Government,  transmitted  a  copy  of  the  treaty  to 
General  Filisola,  who  recognized  it,  and  at  once 
complied  with  all  the  obligations  it  imposed  upon 
him. 

In  1836,  18th  December,  the  Texian  Congress 
passed  a  law  describing  the  Rio  Grande  as  their 
southwestern  boundary.  After  this,  Filisola  was 
superseded  in  command  by  the  appointment  of 
General  Urea,  who  immediately  commenced  rais- 
ing an  army  to  re-invade  Texas.  General  Rusk, 
who  was  still  i»t  the  head  of  the  army  of  Texas, 
and  stationed  at  the  Gaudaloupe,  ordered  the  fami- 
lies between  that  post  and  the  Rio  Grande  to  retire 
to  his  reiir,  or  to  remove  to  the  western  bank  of 
the  river.  The  most  of  them  did  retire  to  his  rear, 
but  many  of  the  Mexicans  elected  to  cross  the 
river  and  settle  on  the  opposite  side.     For  the  pur- 


pose of  facilitating  the  removal  of  those  occupying 
the  country  and  of  watching  the  movements  of  the 
Mexican   army,  and   preparatory  to   an   advance 
upon   Matamoros,   he   despatched  General   Felix 
Huston  with  a  sufficient  force  to  take  possession 
of  Corpus   Chrisli,  and  that  was  done.     General 
Huston   exercised    more    authority    between    the 
Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande  than  Urea  did,  who 
was  stationed  at  Matamoros,  with  a  force  of  about 
ten  thousand  men.     At  one  period.  Urea  crossed 
the  river  with  the  greater  part  of  his  command, 
and  encamped  a  few  miles  east  of  the  rivei-;  but  in 
a  very  short  period   he  recrossed  to  the  western 
side.    In  this  condition  things  remained  until  1843, 
the  Mexicans  having  no  army  to  the  east  of  the 
river,  and  the  Texans  having  a  few  troops  at  Cor- 
pus Ciiristi  and  San  Antonio.     With  these  troops, 
however,  the  Texans  frequently  made  excursions 
to  Lacido,  a  place  upon  the  Rio  Grande,  and  sev- 
eral times  crossed  it.     The  Mexican  troops  made 
two    incursions,   crossing   the    river   both    times, 
coming  as   far  as  San   Antonio,  and  upon   each 
occasion  were  immediately  driven  back  to  the  west 
bank.    In  '43,  also,  an  armistice  was  agreed  upon, 
under  which  the  Mexican  army  was  to  remain  on 
the  west  and  the  Texans  on   the  east  side  of  the 
river.     This  armistice  was   in   the  same  year  re- 
voked, and  the  war  declared  to  be  renewed.     The 
proclamation  of  General  Woll,  who  was  then  in 
command  of  the  Mexican  force,  issued  by  direc- 
tion  of  Santa  Anna,  declared   that  all   Mexicans 
found  within  three  leagues  of  the  river,  would  be 
considered  as  "  favoring  the  usurpers  of  that  terri- 
tory," (meaning   by  the    territory,  the  whole   of 
Texas,)  be  tried  by  court-martial,  and  capitally 
punished.     There  were,  during  this  period,  at  a 
post  called  Lacido,  on   the  east   side  of  the  river, 
some   citizens  under  a  military  organization,  and 
organized  simply  with  a  view  of  defence  against 
the  Indians,  mustered  only  upon  such  occasions, 
but  claiming  to  be  citizens  when  Hays  or  McCul- 
lough  was  there  wilh  the  Texian  rangers.      From 
the  commencement  of  the  revolution  in  '34  to  the 
independence  declared  by  Texas  in  '36 — from  that 
period  to  the  admission  of  Texas  into  our  Union 
in  '45 — and  from  '45  up  to  the   present  hour,  no 
Mexican  document  can  be  found,  military  or  civil 
— no  Mexican  officer,  military  or  civil,   has  ever 
been  known  to  contend  that  the  territory  lying  be- 
tween the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande  belonged  to 
Mexico    by  any  other  title   than    that  which  she 
maintained  to  the  whole  territory  between  the  Sa- 
bine and  the  Rio  Grande.     Under  the  colony-con- 
tracts granted   by  Tamaulipas,   the  settlers,  at  an 
election  in  Texas,  in  '41  or  '42,  of  members  of 
Congress,  voted  at  Corpus  Chrisli,  claiming  to  be 
citizens   of  Texas,  and  iheir  votes  were  received 
and  recognized  by  the  Government.   The  evidences 
to  the  title,  too,  to  the  lands  so  settled  upon,  in- 
cluding all  transfers,  from  the  lime  of  the  revolu- 
tion of  '34  to  the  present  time,  are  recorded  amongst 
the  land  records  of  Texas.     On  the  Isl  of  March, 
'45,  the  alternative  resoluiions  for  the  admission  of 
Texas  into  the  Union  were  jjassed.     On  the  29th 
of  December,  '45,  Texas  was  admitted,  and  on  the 
same  day  an  act  was  passed  to  extend  the  laws  of 
the  United  Slates  over  the  State  of  Texas.     On  the 
31sl  December,  '45,  Texas  was  constituted  a  rev- 
enue district,  and  the  city  of  Galveston,  the  only 
port  of  entry,  having  annexed  to  it,  amongst  other 
ports,  as   ports  of  delivery,  the  port  of  Corpus 
Christi,  a  port  on    the  west  side  of  the  Nueces, 
Under  that  act,  a  revenue  officer  of  the  United  Staie.s 
has  been  appointed  for  Corpus  Christi,     On  the 
2d  February,  '47,  Congress,  by  an  act  establishing 
additional  post-roads  in  the  State  of  Texas,  estab- 
lished, amongst  others,  one  from  Brazos  Santiago 
via  Point  Isabel  to  Fort  Brown,  opposite  Matamo- 
ros, and  one  from  Corpus  Christi  to  Brazos  Santi- 
ago, a  point  south  of  Point  Isabel,  neivr  the  mouth 
of  tiie  Rio  Grande. 

Now,  as  before  stated,  Texas  was  annexed 
under  the  first  of  the  alternative  resolutions  of  the 
1st  March,  1845. 

[The  first  resolution  provides,  That  Congress 
doth  consent  that  the  territory  properly  included 
within,  and  rightfully  belonging  to,  the  Republic 
of  Texas,  mfty  be  erected  into  a  new  State,  to  be 
called  the  State  of  Texas,  wilh  a  republican  form 
of  government,  to  be  adopted  by  the  people  of  said 
republic,  by  deputies  in  convention  assembled, 
with  the  consent  of  the  existing  Government,  in 
order  that  the  same  maybe  admitted  as  one  of  the 
States  of  this  Union. 
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That  the  foregoing  consent  of  Congress  is  given 
Upon  the  condition,  that  the  said  State  be  formed, 
subject  to  the  adjustment  by  this  Government  of 
all  i|uestions  of  boundary  that  may  arise  with  otlier 
governments;  and  the  constitution  thereof,  with 
the  proper  evidence  of  its  adoption  by  the  people 
of  said  Republic  of  Texas,  shall  be  transmitted  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  be  laid  before 
Congress  for  its  final  action,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-six. 

The  second  resolution  provides,  That  ii  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall,  in  his  judg- 
ment and  discretion,  deem  it  most  advisable,  in- 
stead of  proceeding  to  submit  the  first  resolution 
to  the  Republic  of  Texas,  as  an  overture  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  for  admission,  to  nego- 
tiate with  that  Republic,  then  that  a  Stale  to  be 
formed  out  of  the  present  Republic  of  Texas,  with 
suitable  extent  and  boundaries,  and  with  two  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress  until  the  next  apportion- 
ment of  representation,  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  by  virtue  of  this  act,  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  existing  States,  as  soon  as  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  such  admission,  and  the  cession  of 
the  remaining  Texan  territory  to  the  United  Slates 
shall  be  agreed  upon  by  the  Governments  of  TexaS 
and  the  United  States;  and  the  sum  of  $100,000  is 
hereby  appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
missions  and  negotiations,  to  agree  upon  the  terms 
of  said  admission  and  cession,  either  by  treaty  to 
be  submitted  to  the  Senate,  or  by  articles  to  be 
submitted  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  as  the 
President  may  direct.] 

Immediately  upon  the  annexation,  the  Minister 
of  Mexico,  General  Almonte,  demanded  his  pass- 
ports, upon  the  ground  that  the  annexation  itself 
was  a  slate  of  hostility  to  Mexico,  and  from  that 
period  to  the  march  of  General  Taylor  from  Cor- 
pus Christi  to  the  Rio  Grande,  the  frequent  efforts 
of  the  American  Government  to  terminate  the  con- 
troversy by  negotiation  failed;  and  before  that 
march,  the  Mexican  Government  were  collecting 
their  forces  upon  the  Rio  Grande,  with  the  avowed 
design,  not  of  taking  possession  only  of  the  terri- 
tory between  th«  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
conceding  to  the  United  States  that  portion  of 
Texas  which  lay  west  of  the  Nueces,  but  of  dis- 
puting with  the  United  States  the  title  to  the 
whole  of  the  country  between  the  Rio  Grande  and 
the  Sabine,  and  upon  the  ground  that  the  whole 
and  every  part  of  that  territory  was  still  a  portion 
of  Mexico  by  virtue  of  her  original  and  paramount 
title.  Now,  the  proposition  which  I  seek  to  main- 
tain is  this,  that  as  between  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  and  the  Government  of  Mexico, 
the  former  had,  in  this  condition  of  things,  a  per- 
fect right,  and  the  same  right  for  the  purpose  of 
repelling  the  threatened  invasion,  to  march  her 
troops  into  the  territory  between  the  Nueces  and 
the  Rio  Grande,  as  into  any  territory  situated  be- 
tween the  Sabine  and  the  Nueces.  The  question 
is  not,  whet-her  such  a  movement  of  the  troops 
was,  under  all  the  cir'cumstances,  judicious  and 
prudent.  It  is  not  whether,  by  a  different  course, 
an  actual  conflict  might  not  have  been  avoided; 
but  whether,  as  a  matter  of  right,  as  a  matter  of 
self-defence,  the  United  Slates  had  not,  under  the 
law  of  nations,  full  and  perfect  authority  and  jus- 
tification to  make  such  a  movement. 

Now,  what  are  the  clear  and  indisputable  facts? 
The  United  Stales  had  received  the  Republic  of 
Texas  into  the  Union  without  antecedently  de- 
fining her  boundaries,  and  under  a  constitution 
which  reiterated  what  had  been,  as  far  back  as 
1836,  a  part  of  her  original  constitution  as  an  in- 
dependent Republic — that  the  Rio  Grande,  from 
its  source  to  its  mouth,  was  her  southwestern 
boundary.  The  United  Slates  extended  all  her 
laws  over  the  Slate  of  Texas,  as  so  admitted. 
They  had  assumed  actual  jurisdiction  at  Corpus 
Christi.  They  knew  that  there  were  citizens  be- 
tween the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande  who 
claimed  to  be  citizens  of  the  Stale  of  Texas  so  ad- 
mitted. They  knew  that  for  nine  years  the  State 
of  Texas  had  existed  as  an  independent  nation.   . 

Who  proposed  withdrawing  Taylor  on  the  13lh 
May?  Who  denied  then  that  we  had  good  right 
to  repel  the  Mexicans  and  lo  invade,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  avenging  the  outrages,  any  and  every  part 
of  Mexico?  She  had  refused  to  negotiate;  she 
had  considered  annexation  as  war;  she  had  termi- 
nated all  diplomatic  relations;  she  had  refused  to 
receive  our  Minister  upon  a  mere  quibble  of  the 


then  President,  because  he  was  afraid  of  his  own 
power — threatened  with  downfall,  because  it  was 
believed  he  was  willing  to  negotiate  at  all.  She 
had  mustered  an  army  on  the  Rio  Grande  with 
the  declared  object  of  invading  all  Texas  and  re- 
covering the  wiiole  to  her  own  sovereignly.  Her 
then  Government  owed  its  existence  to  this  very 
determination.  She  had  never  maintained  any 
peculiar  title  to  what  is  now  called  disputed  terri- 
tory. What,  in  this  slate,  were  the  United  Stales 
to  do  ?  Were  they  bound.to  remain  still  and  wait 
the  invasion?  or  were  ihey  not  authorized  to  meet 
the  threatened  invasion,  even  upon  the  admitted 
territory  of  the  invader?  Who  doubts,  that  with 
nations,  as  ,with  individuals,  the  right  of  self- 
defence  gives  the  right  to  sirike  the  first  blow? 
To  prevent  an  injury  is  easier  than  to  repair  it. 
Sir,  where  is  the  writer  on  the  law  of  nations  who 
holds  a  different  opinion  ?  There  are  some  propo- 
sitions so  plain,  that  ihey  admit  of  no  illustration; 
they  furnish  their  own  best  illustration,  and  this 
is  one  of  them.  We  had  a  clear,  undeniable  right 
to  meet  Mexico  at  the  very  outermost  limits  of 
Texas,  and  repel  her  there;  or  if  we  deemed  it  ad- 
visable, an  equally  clear  and  undeniable  right  to 
anticipate  her  by  striking  the  first  blow  on  her 
own  admitted  territory.  But  it  is  said  that  the 
place  of  conflict  was  on  Mexican  territory.  If  it 
was,  the  argument  in  our  behalf  would  not  be  in 
the  least  enfeebled.  She  was  there  intending  to 
go  further.  She  was  there  lo  drive  our  army  back 
to  the  Sabine.  She  was  there  to  reconquer  Texas 
—  the  whole  and  every  part  of  Texas — and  not  to 
retain  a  portion  only,  upon  the  ground  that  such 
portion  was  not  Texas. 

But  even  the  fact  is  not  as  alleged.  Whether 
this  portion  of  the  territory  was  or  was  not  right- 
fully a  part  of  Texas,  was,  at  least,  a  matter  of 
dispute.  Texas  claimed  it.  Texas,  over  a  portion 
of  it,  exercised  jurisdiction.  Citizens  residing  on 
it,  claimed  to  be  citizens  of  that  Government. 
Mexico  had  in  vain  attempted  to  recover  it.  The 
Constitution  of  Texas  included  it.  The  United 
Stales  had  exercised,  after  the  admission  of  Texas 
into  the  Union,  sovereignty  over  part  of  it — the 
higheslact  of  sovereignly,  the  taxing  power.  She 
had  received  Texas  into  the  Union  without  any 
other  definition  of' boundary,  reserving  the  right 
only  as  between  themselves,  Texas,  and  any  other 
Power  who  might  question  the  justice  of  the 
boundary,  to  setile  it  by  negotiation.  Without  a 
breach  of  honor  to  Texiis,  the  United  States  could 
no  more  have  surrendered,  without  inquiry  and  ne- 
gotiation, to  an  absolute  and  armed  demand  this 
portion  of  the  territory,  than  they  could  have  sur- 
rendered to  such  a  demand  the  entire  Stale. 

All,  then,  that  can  be  said  is,  that  theu.tille  pf 
Texas  to  this  part  of  her  territory  was  open  to  dis- 
pute. Such  a  dispute  is  to  be  settled  but  by  two 
means,  by  negotiation  or  by  force.  If  the  nego- 
tiation was  refused,  if  Mexico  elected  the  other 
alternative — force,  can  she  complain  if  we  meet  her 
with  force?  But  suppose  her  design  was  not  ac- 
tual force,  but  to  get  possession  only  of  the  dis- 
puted ground.  Had  not  the  Unite'd  States  the  same 
right  to  take  possession,  and  "hold  v.-hatever  they 
possessed,  until  the  question  of  title  was  decided 
by  negotiation?  The  very  question  of  title  might 
have  been  affected  by  the  lact  of  possession.  Mex- 
ico might  have  relied  upon  it  as  conclusive  of  the 
inability  of  Texas,  and  the  United  States  as  their 
successors,  to  prevent  it,  and  as  demonstrating 
that  the  original  sovereignty  had  not  been  lost  by 
the  revolution.  This,  the  United  Stales  had  a 
right  to  guard  against;  their  own  honor  bade  them 
guard  against  it.  If  actual  possession,  by  Mexico, 
could  weaken  the  title  of  Texas,  it  was  llieir  duty 
lo  strengthen  it  by  also  taking  possession.  Pending 
a  question  of  disputed  territory,  not  actually  pos- 
sessed by  either,  who  ever  contended  that  it  was 
the  duly  of  one  of  the  parties  to  suffer  the  other  to 
take  possession,  and  then  try  the  title?  No,  sir, 
no  lawyer  would  give  such  advice.  No  statesman 
would  so  act.  Things  should,  in  such  a  case, 
be  suffered  to  remain  in  "statu  quo."  Neither 
sh«uld  seek  to  gel  advantage  of  the  other.  If  I 
am  right  in  this,  and  Mexico  designed  taking  pos- 
session, then  she  cannot  complain  if  we  also  take 
possession;  and  especially  not,  if  she  knew  that, 
notwithstanding  such  possession,  we  were  willing 
at  any  time  to  negotiate  on  the  question  of  title. 

Sir,  it  has  been  said,  that  lo  march  into  the  dis- 
puted territory  is  an  act  of  hostility.  I  concede  it. 
But  then  to  threaten  to  inarch — lo  prepare  to  march 


— to  muster  an  army  to  march,  and  with  the  avow- 
ed purpose  of  taking  forcible  possession  and  hold- 
ing, is  also  an  act  of  hostility.  This  Mexico 
did  first,  and  we  had  then  a  clear  right  to  anti- 
cipate her,  upon  every  principle  of  the  national 
law,  by  marching  ourselves,  and  placing  ourselves 
in  a  condition  successfully  lo  meet  and  repel  her. 
Between  nations,  as  between  individuals,  aggres- 
sion may  be  met  by  aggression — assault  may  be 
met  by  battery.  But  it  is  said  revolution  gives  no 
title  unaccompanied  by  actual  and  undisturbed  pos- 
session and  jurisdiction.  As  a  general  principle 
the  proposition  is  true;  but  what  is  actual  and  un- 
disturbed possession  ?  Does  it  mean  that  the  rev- 
olutionary government  is  to  have  a  soldier  on  each 
fool  of  her  asserted  domain  ?  Does  it  mean  that 
every  inhabitant  within  her  teri-itory  is  to  ac- 
knowledge and  submit  to  her  sovereignty?  Or  does 
it  only  mean,  that  such  government  is  to  have 
possession,  claiming  exclusive  title  to  the  whole 
of  her  asserted  bounds,  and  possess  the  power  and 
determination  to  make  that  title  good  by  force, 
against  the  original  sovereignly?  I  say  it  means 
this  and  nothing  more. 

See  the  result  of  a  different  doctrine.  We  de- 
clared our  independence  in  1776;  the  war  continued 
seven  years.  Suppose  no  treaty  of  peace  had  been 
made  recognizing  our  limits,  but  England  had  sim- 
ply retired  from  the  contest  in  disgust  with  the 
struggle,  as  she  might  well  have  done,  would  not 
our  title  at  that  moment  have  been  as  good  lo  every 
fool  of  our  glorious  Thirteen,  as  it  was  lo  the  very 
battle-fields  of  Saratoga  and  Yorktown  ?  And  yet, 
how  inconsiderable  a  part  of  our  country  was  ever 
trodden  by  the  American  soldier,  or  within  actual 
reach  of  his  arm.  And  yet,  how  many  hearts 
throughout  the  contest  beat  high  with  true  loyalty 
to  England,  and  were  striking  or  were  burning  to 
sirike  for  her  standard.  No,  sir;  the  proposition 
is  not  true  as  it  is  sometimes  understootj.  It  means 
only  the  ability  to  make  the  usurpation  good  by 
force  of  arms,  when  the  usurper's  title  is  by  force 
of  arms  assailed.  Subject  to  this  test,  who  can 
doubt  that  Texas  had  the  ability  to  maintain  her 
title  to  any  part  of  the  territory  claimed  by  her  be- 
tween the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande?  Let  the 
fiicts  give  the  answer.  After  her  declaration  of  in- 
dependence, and  after  she  had  by  force  driven  the 
Mexican  troops  across  the  latter  river,  they  after- 
wards returned  but  twice,  and  were  each  lime 
driven  back;  and  from  the  period  of  the  last  in- 
cursion, in  1843,  no  Mexican  soldier  ever  crossed 
the  river,  and  no  civil  officer  of  Mexico  ever  exer- 
cised jurisdiction  over  it.  Texas  then  claimed  the 
territory — Texas  drove  Mexico  from  it — Texas 
had  apparently  the  power,  and  certainly  the  will, 
lo  drive  her  from  it  whenever  she  invaded  it.  If 
these  were  the  facts — and  I  appeal  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Texas  for  their  truth — what  doubt  is 
there,  that  to  that  part  of  her  constitutional  limits 
she  has  a  perfect  title  ?  Sir,  a  word  or  two  more, 
and  upon  this  point  I  have  done.  What  Senator, 
what  American,  would  be  now  content  lo  abandon 
the  territory,  make  the  Nueces  the  boundary,  and 
fight  only  for  that  boundary?  For  peace,  to  put 
an  end  to  the  war,  to  spare  the  further  effusion  of 
blood,  some  might  be  found  who  would  by  nego- 
tiation agree  to  that  limit  if  Mexico  would  sur- 
render all  title  to  the  rest  of  Texas.  But  who  is 
there  who  would  now  propose  lo  fall  back  to  the 
Nueces,  and  abandon  at  once  the  intermediate  ter- 
ritory, the  very  fields  of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de 
la  Palma,  to  Mexico,  and  fight  her  only  to  the 
banks  of  the  Nueces?  I  believe,  I  hope,  for  the 
honor  of  a  common  allegiance,  that  there  is  not 
one.  I  have  said  that  I  trusted,  for  the  sake  of 
our  heretofore  stainless  character,  that  the  opinion 
I  have  thus  feebly  endeavored  to  maintain,  wa£  cor- 
rect— that  the  war  is  on  our  part  a  just  one. 

If  not,  sir,  why  is  it  not?  It  is  because  without 
justification  we  invaded  Mexican  soil.  It  is  be- 
cause without  justification  we  caused  Mexican 
blood  to  be  spilled  upon  Mexican  ground.  It  is 
because  they  were  met  at  their  own  homes,  which 
we  invaded;  upon  their  own  fields,  dear  to  them 
as  love  of  country  is  dear — consecrated  to  theni  by^ 
all  the  associations  which  bind  man  to  the  soil  of 
his  birth,  in  tiie  holiest  of  all  duties— the  defence 
of  home  and  country;  and  have,  without  right, 
without  excuse,  without  palliation,  given  them  to 
the  i^'ord— slaughtered  them  by  hundreds  and 
thousands,  and  driven  the  survivors  away.  Sir, 
woulii  not  such  a  tale  of  wrong,  of  itself,  cover  our 
country  with  ignominy?     But  it  is  not  yet  half 
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told.  What  else  have  we  done?  \ye  have  seized 
upon  il  as  a  pretext  for  other,  and,  if  possible,  yet 
deeper  enorniiiies.  We  have  published  to  the 
world  a  falsehood.  We  have  endeavored  to  con- 
ceal the  true  character  of  our  outrage.  We  have 
stated  that  the  contest  was  of  their  own  seeking, 
not  ours;  and  upon  this  degrading  perversion,  have 
pursued  them  wiih  slill  more  frightful  outrage. 
We  at  once  called  into  the  field  50,000  soldiers — 
placed  the  svhole  naval  power  of  the  Government 
at  the  disposition  of  the  Executive — intrusted  him 
with  ten  millions  of  dollars,  and  carried  on  the  war 
thus  begun — took  possession  of  their  towns,  bom- 
barded Monterey — carried  it  almost  by  storm, 
slaughtering  men  and  women  by  hundreds  and 
thousands.  Still  the  story  is  not  told.  The  dam- 
ning dishonor  is  not  yet  as  dark  as  the  truth.  An- 
other Congress  assembled — we  of  the  Senate  com- 
posing it  in  part.  We  authorized  additional  troops 
to  be  raised — we  placed  additional  funds  in  the 
hands  of  ilie  President. 

We  hear  of  an  intention  to  strike  outraged  Mex- 
ico in  yet  more  vital  points.  We  do  not  arrest  it 
— we  suffer  the  expedition  to  go  on.  Before  the 
Mexican  blood  is  yet  dry  upon  the  fields  of  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey,  and  Buena 
Vista,  Vera  Cruz  is  bombarded.  Her  churches 
fall  under  the  dreadful  aim  of  the  mortar;  the  blood 
of  her  women  and  children  runs  in  streams  through 
her  before  peaceful  and  happy  streets;  her  almost 
every  thoroughfare  is  obstructed  by  the  mangled 
bodies  of  her  slaughtered  citizens,  until  at  last  her 
valor  can  hold  out  no  longer  before  the  mighty  and 
crushing  power  of  our  arms.  She  surrenders. 
Yet  slill  our  vengeance  is  not  glutted.  Innocent, 
unoffending,  outraged  Mexico  lias  yet  more  cities 
to  be  laid  waste  or  conquered — more  hearts  to  be 
wrung — more  gallant  blood  to  be  shed — more 
women  and  children  to  be  slaughtered — more  agony 
in  every  form  to  suffer.  We  have  not  yet  had 
our  fill  of  blood.  We  march  on  in  fiendish  pro- 
gress. At  Cerro  Gordo,  Cherubusco,  Chapultepec, 
Molinodel  Rey,  our  march  of  slaughter  is  renewed, 
and  goes  on  with  yet  more  fearful  violence.  Mexi- 
can blood  moistens  every  plain.  The  cries  of  Mex- 
ican agony  startle  every  ear,  and  still  the  work 
goes  on.  We  lay  siege  to  the  city  of  Mexico 
itself;  bombard  its  peaceful  dwellings;  make  her 
streets  to  run  with  human  blood;  and  slaughter 
again  women  and  children,  until  resistance  becomes 
unavailing.  We  get  possession  of  the  capital,  and 
yet  carry  on  the  contest.  Sir,  can  our  country 
have  done  such  deeds  ?  Is  she  so  deeply  steeped 
in  crime?  Has  she  no  honor  left?  Are  we  Chris- 
tian and  civilized  men,  or  are  we  robbers  and  mur- 
derers? I  hope  she  will  pardon  me  the  inquiry; 
and  yet  if  the  war  was  unjust,  if  it  was  not  pro- 
voked, if  it  was  our  act  and  not  the  act  of  Mex- 
ico, every  human  heart,  animated  by  a  single  hu- 
man feeling,  can  but  answer  in  ihe  affirmative. 

But  no,  sir;  no,  sir;  it  is  not  so.  She  is  high- 
minded,  just,  and  honorable.  She  is  civilized,  not 
.savage.  Her  citizens  are  moral  and  Christian. 
Those  scenes  are  in  the  eye  of  God  and  man  to 
be  justified,  because  necessary  to  our  honor,  and 
forced  upon  us  in  vindication  of  our  violated  rights. 
Mexico  is  answerable  for  all  these  sad  and  sicken- 
ing results.  The  war  is  just,  because  she  com- 
menced it.  It  does  exist  by  hec  act;  and,  so  help 
me  God,  but  for  that  conviction,  as  I  reverence 
truth  and  detest  falsehood,  I  would  never  have 
voted  for  the  act  of  the  15th  May,  1846. 

Without  concluding,  Mr.  JOHNSON  gave  way 
to  a  motion  to  adjourn  ;  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  ./anuary  II,  1848. 

Tiie  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read  and 
approved — 

The  SPEAKER  proceeded  to  call  the  commit- 
tees for  reports. 

Mr.  LIGON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  bill.s  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Gideon;  for 
the  relief  of  Bent,  St.  Vrain  &  Co.;  and  for  the 
relief  of  J.  Throckmorton;  which  several  bills 
were  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  reported  bills  for  the  relief 
of  John  Anderson,  of  Missouri;  for  the  rel^f  of 
Joseph  C.  13<)xey;  for  the  relief  of  S.  Morris 
Wain;  and  for  the  relief  of  Alborne  Allen;  which 
several  bills  were  reud  and  committed. 


Mr.  ROCKWELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  John  O. 
Dickey,  Roswell  Fitch,  and  George  Reeder;  which 
were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  TImt  the  Clerk  of  the  House  be  directed  to 
cause  to  be  prepared  an  alphabetieal  list  of  private  claims 
which  have  been  before  the  House  of  Representatives  fipin 
the  coiiiiiieiiceiiicnt  of  the  fourteenih  Congress  to  the  close 
of  the  twenty-ninth  Congress,  with  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate  thereon;  showing 
the  names  of  the  claimants;  the  nature  or  object  of  each 
claim;  at  what  session  and  in  what  manner  it  was  brought 
before  the  House;  to  what  committee  it  was  referred;  the 
nature  of  the  repoit,  and  the  number  of  the  report,  if  print- 
eil,  and,  if  not,  the  datJ  of  the  report;  the  number  of  the 
hill,  distingnisiiing  between  Senate  and  House  bills;  the 
manner  in  which  the  claim  wiis  dlspos<d  of  by  ihe  House ; 
and  in  cases  where  it  passed  both  Houses,  the  date  of  the 
act  of  Congress;  the  whole  to  be  compiled  from  the  jour- 
nals of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  by  reference, 
when  necessary,  to  the  jonrn.ils  of  the  Senate,  the  reports 
of  committees,  the  bills  of  the  two  Houses,  and  the  laws  of 
the  United  States ;  and  that  the  Clerk  be  authorized  to  em- 
ploy a  suitable  person,  with  a  conipensntion  not  exceeding 
the  sum  paid  the  engrossing  clerks  of  this  House,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  request  of  the 
mover. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  in  advocating  the  passage 
of  the  resolution,  said  this  work  would  be  prepared 
with  great  labor,  and  would  be  found  exceedingly 
valuable.  Every  one  must  be  aware  of  the  fact 
that  a  great  variety  of  tricks  and  frauds  were  every 
year  resorted  to  by  persons  interested  in  private 
claims,  and  the  object  of  this  resolution  was  to  fur- 
nish a  safeguard  by  the  publication  of  the  document 
to  which  the  resolution  referred.  It  was  well  known 
that,  after  adverse  reports  had  been  made  on  pri- 
vate claims,  the  friends  of  the  claims  caused  them 
to  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  House,  and 
after  the  lapse  of  a  few  years  they  were  again  re- 
vived and  attempts  were  made  to  smuggle  them 
through  the  House  in  ignorance  of  any  previous 
action  upon  them.  In  this  way  he  had  no  doubt 
that  yearly  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  were 
drawn  improperly  from  the  treasury.  The  publi- 
cation, therefore,  of  an  alphabetical  list  of  all  the 
claims  which  have  been  before  Congress,  a  state- 
ment of  the  action  had  thereon,  the  year,  the  name 
of  the  committee  making  the  report,  the  number  of 
the  report,  and  other  particulars,  would  save  much 
trouble  to  the  House  and  its  committees  and  large 
sums  to  the  Government  at  an  inconsiderable 
cost. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  had  withdrawn  his  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  with  the  view  of  giving  the  honor- 
able member  who  reported  the  resolution  an  op- 
portunity to  make  an  explanation  of  its  object.  It 
was  doubtless  of  some  importance  to  have  such  a 
work,  but  he  apprehended  the  present  resolution 
embraced  claims  extending  over  too  great  a  space 
of  time.  It  seemed  the  gentleman  desired  to  em- 
brace claims  which  had  come  here  year  after  year, 
and  Congress  after  Congress,  from  the  14th  Con- 
gress to  the  present  time,  which  he' very  much 
i'eared  would  make  the  work  too  voluminous.  It 
would  embrace  too  many  things,  and  he  begged  to 
suggest  to  the  honorable  mover  that  it  would  make 
a  volume  so  large  as  to  be  useless  for  the  purposes 
designed,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  too  large  for 
convenient  investigation  by  membersof  this  House. 
Again,  he  should  move,  before  taking  his  seat,  to 
strike  out  so  much  of  the  resolution  as  applies  to 
employing  a  clerk  for  the  purpose  contemplated. 
One  clerk  could  not  compile  the  information  and 
present  it  to  this  House  during  the  present  session 
of  Congress;  whereas,  during  the  recess,  the  Clerk 
of  the  House,  with  the  force  he  had,  could  compile 
it,  and  present  it  at  the  next  session.  It  was  sug- 
gested to  hirn  that  the  Committee  of  Claims  had  a 
clerk  of  its  own,  who  had  nothing  to  do  during  the 
recess,  who  might  be  employed  in  this  business. 

Mr.  HENLEY  asked  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois to  allow  him  to  make  an  ex[)lanation.  He 
had  just  been  informed,  from  correct  authority, 
that  a  gentleman  employed  in  the  Congressional 
Library  had  been  for  two  years  engaged  on  a  work 
such  !is  was  here  contemplateil,  which  he  had 
nearly  completed.  Some  means  should  therefore 
be  taken  to  ascertain  the  merits  of  that  work.  He 
would  suggest  that  this  resolution  should  be  laid 
on  the  table,  or  recommitted  to  the  committee, 
with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  for- 
wiirdness  and  merits  of  the  work  to  which  he  had 
'  referred. 


Mr.  FICKLIN  said  the  suggestion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  was  an  additional  reason  why 
action  should  not  be  pressed  upon  the  resolution 
at  this  time.  If  the  Librarian  of  Congress  had 
such  a  work  in  preparation,  it  would  be  uiuiecea- 
sary  to  compile  a  work  which  was  already  pre- 
pared. He  would,  however,  now  move  to  strike 
out  that  part  of  the  resolution  which  provides  for 
the  employment  of  a  clerk. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  suggested  that 
the  resolution  should  be  laid  upon  the  table.  He 
was  by  no  means  inclined  to  believe  that  the  case 
was  so  strong  as  presented  by  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut.  Such  gross  violations  of  propriety 
as  the  withdrawal  of  adverse  testimony  must  be 
very  extraordinary  cases  indeed;  though  he  ad- 
mitted that  it  was  not  an  unusual  circumstance  for 
the  House  to  give  permission  to  withdraw  papers 
from  the  files  of  the  House.  The  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  however,  would  find  the  adverse  as 
well  as  the  favorable  reports  in  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress, to  which  reference  could  be  had  whenever 
necessary  and  desirable.  What  benefit,  then, 
could  be  derived  from  the  publication  of  so  volu- 
minous a  work  as  that  contemplated  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman's  resolution?  He  hoped  it  would 
be  laid  on  the  table  for,  the  present,  that  they 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  make  inquiries  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  said  he  entertained  no  doubt  of 
the  merit  of  the  resolution.  Any  man  who  had 
served  upon  the  Committee  of  Claims  must  be 
aware  that  there  were  hundreds  of  cases  in  which, 
if  there  had  been  an  adverse  report,  it  could  never 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  committee.  Many 
cases  had  occurred  where  a  claim  had  been  allow- 
ed, and  the  money  drawn  from  tlie  treasury,  and 
some  years  after  that  very  same  claim  was  renew- 
ed, and  possibly  with  success.  Mr.  P.  himself 
knew  one  case  where  this  happened  twenty-five 
years  after  the  claim  had  been  paid;  and  it  would 
have  been  allowed  a  second  time,  had  not,  by  a 
mere  accident,  a  receipt  in  full  been  discovered  in 
the  Treasury  Department.  But,  as  it  had  been 
stated  that  a  similar  work  was  in  preparation,  Mr. 
P.  would  move  to  recommit  the  resolution,  with 
instructions  to  ascertain  whether  such  a  work  was 
preparing  by  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  House.  The 
necessity  for  some  such  digest  must  be  evident  to 
all.  He  had  not  a  doubt  its  effect  would  be  to  save 
to  the  Government  thousands  of  dollars  every  year. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
resolution  would  pass.  Its  necessity  was  fully  ap- 
parent to  his  mind.  Fie  adverted  to  the  case  of  a 
claim  brought  before  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, accompanied  by  ample  and  most  satisfactory 
documents.  Mr.  G.  examined  them,  and  could 
find  no  deficiency.  Yet  still  he  had  a  vague  im- 
pression that  the  claim  had  at  some  time  been  ex- 
amined, and  had  not  till  this  very  morning  discov- 
ered that  the  whole  matter  had  undergone  a  inost 
thorough  examination,  and  ^10,000  been  allowed 
and  paid.  This  would  be  four  or  five  times  the 
cost  of  making  the  proposed  index.  As  the  thing 
stood,  a  claim  might  be  brought  in  which  had 
once  been  referred  to  some  other  committee;  but, 
being  unaccompanied  with  any  bill  or  report,  there 
was  no  clue  to  discover  the  fact.  The  work  pro- 
posed would  show  at  a  glance  every  claim  which 
had  ever  been  referred  to  any  committees  of  the 
House,  to  what  committee  it  had  gone,  and  when 
and  where  and  what  was  the  result. 

Mr.  G.  referred  to  another  very  striking  case, 
which  occurred  about  ten  years  since.  Mr.  G. 
was  on  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  examined  a 
certain  claim  referred  to  that  committee.  The  ac- 
companying testimony  was  full  and  conclusive; 
yet  he  was  not  wholly  without  a  suspicion  that  all 
was  not  right.  Yet,  on  examining  and  reij.xamin- 
ing  the  proof,  he  found  there  was  no  escape,  and  he 
accordingly  reported  a  bill  allowing  the  claim.  But 
while  the  bill  was  actually  on  its  passage,  a  mes- 
senger came  to  him  from  the  claimant,  who  was 
on  his  death-bed,  saying  that  the  whole  claim  was 
fraudulent,  and  without  a  shadow  of  foundation, 
tind  begging  that  it  might  be  immediately  with- 
drawn." The  man'.s  conscience  was  in  agony  in 
view  of  a  coming  world,  and  would  not  let  him  die 
without  this  act  of  justice.  It  turned  out  that  the 
claim  had  once  been  disallowed,  but  the  whole  tes- 
timony had  been  withdrawn,  and  a  new  set  of 
))apeis  substituted  in  their  place.  He  mentioned 
this  case  as  an  illustration  of  the  need  there  was 
for  the  work  proposed. 
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Mr.  STANTON  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  said,  if  that  motion  were 
persisted  in,  he  should  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  STANTON  thereupon  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  did  not  mean 
to  oppose  the  resolution,  but  wished  its  consider- 
ation deferred  a  little.  To  refuse  it  on  account  of 
the  expense  would  be  penny  wise  and  pound  fool- 
ish. But  he  would  like  to  have  some  estimate  of 
the  extent  and  cost  of  the  work.  Would  it  be 
comprised  in  one  volume,  or  extend  to  three  or 
more?  All  the  reports  made  on  petitions  and 
claims  were  printed,  and  were  to  be  found  in  the 
library  of  the  House.  It  would  be  a  useless  ex- 
pense to  republish  them.  All  that  was  needed  was 
to  have  the  substance  in  a  very  condensed  form. 
He  presumed  every  gentleman  or  committee  to 
whom  a  claim  was  referred,  would,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  resort  to  the  library,  and  examine  what  had 
been  reported  on  it  before. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  explained.  His  resolution 
was  a  mere  transcript  of  a  similar  one  which  liad 
passed  in  the  Senate.  All  that  was  required  was 
an  alphabetical  index  of  the  names  of  the  claim- 
ants, the  nature  of  the  claim  in  few  words,  to  what 
committee  it  had  gone,  and  what  had  been  done  in 
regard  to  it.  It  was  to  extend  to  all  the  commit- 
tees in  the  Hou.se,  and  not  to  be  confined  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims.  As  to  a  personal  examina- 
tion of  all  the  previous  reports  as  they  lay  scattered 
through  a  thousand  volumes  of  reports  in  the 
House  Library,  it  could  not  be  done.  The  thing 
was  out  of  the  question.  If  that  must  be  the  course 
on  each  clairn,  a  member  need  not  have  more  than 
one  claim  referred  to  him  in  a  session.  All  his 
intervals  of  time  would  be  little  enough  to  examine 
that  one  claim. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said,  if  it  was  to  be  nothing 
but  an  index  of  claims,  he  should  vote  for  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  PARAN  expressed  his  hope  that  the  reso- 
lution would  pass.  Such  a  book  was  greatly  need- 
ed for  the  protection  of  the  Government.  Claims 
rejected  were  often  presented  anew  with  different 
testimony,  and  their  former  rejection  never  sus- 
pected. This  was  the  more  necessary  at  this  Con- 
gress, as  so  large  a  portion  of  it  were  new  mem- 
bers. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  opposed  the  motion  to  re- 
commit as  unnecessary.  He  had  no  objection  to 
the  recommitment  if  he  could  see  any  good  to  come 
out  of  it.  But  he  could  see  no  good  whatever.  No 
gentleman  could  have  served  in  that  House  for  a 
.single  session  without  becoming  convinced  of  the 
need  of  some  such  safeguard  as  the  resolution  pro- 
posed. It  was  as  much  needed  here,  and  more, 
than  it  had  been  in  the  Senate,  because  more  claims 
were  presented  here.  As  to  its  being  done  by  the 
clerk  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  that  officer  had 
his  hands  full  during  the  wfiole  session,  and  in  the 
recess  he  had  as  much  as  he  could  do  in  bringing 
up  the  record  of  the  minutes  of  the  committee. 
The  work  should  be  committed  to  some  competent 
person,  and  should  be  done  by  one  hand,  and  not 
parcelled  out  among  different  clerks. 

Mr.  R.  did  not  know  what  might  be  doing  by 
the  House  librarian;  but  he  could  not  conceive  that 
he  would  be  likely  to  furnish  such  a  work  as  this 
resolution  proposed.  He  was  probably  engaged 
on  some  index  of  a  general  character,  but  which 
would  serve  a  different  purpose  from  this.  The 
book  would  save  thousands  upon  thousands  to  the 
Government,  and  would  pay  its  own  cost  a  thou- 
sand fold. 

Mr.  HExNLEY  had  no  doubt  whatever  of 
the  importance  of  the  document  desired,  nor 
had  Mr.  H.  the  least  desire  to  defeat  the  resolu- 
tion. He  knew  a  little  of  these  matters  himself. 
But  he  understood  that  precisely  such  a  book  as 
that  proposed  was  already  in  progress  by  the  libra- 
rian of  the  House,  and  nearly  completed.  Would 
it  not  be  better  to  recommit  the  resolution  and  in- 
quire into  the  facts  before  employing  a  person  to 
do  what  it  was  {)ossible  had  been  done  already.' 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  to  recommit, 
and  the  ayes  being  G8 — 

Mr.  HENLEY  demanded  the  yens  and  nays, 
but  the  House  at  first  refused  to  order  them.  They 
were  ordered,  however,  on  a  count  by  tellers. 

THE  president's  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  iiUo  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 


Joseph  R.  Ingersoll  in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  annual  message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  resolutions 
offei-ed  by  Mr.  Vinton,  referring  the  same  to  the 
various  cinpropriate  committees. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  that 
when  be  obtained  the  floor,  it  had  been  with  no 
design  or  desire  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  over  the  way  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Mc- 
Clernand,]  in  laudation  of  the  President  and  the 
policy  of  his  administration.  He  had  had  a  very 
different  object  in  view.  But  he  felt  so  strongly 
tempted  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply  that  he  could 
not  wholly  refrain,  but  would  occupy  only  a  few 
minutes  in  making  a  few  passing  remarks  on  some 
of  the  positions  the  gentleman  had  taken. 

The  eloquent  gentleman  from  Illinois  had  pro- 
nounced a  most  splendid  and' high-wrought  eulo- 
gium  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  it 
was  a  eulogy  not  on  any  one  of  the  departed,  but 
on  the  living,  ruling,  reigning  President  of  the  day. 
Thegentleman  informed  the  members  of  the  House 
that  ours  was  "  a  model  President."  As  for  such 
Presidents  as  Washington,  and  Madison,  and  Jef- 
ferson, they  sank  into  utter  insignificance  before 
the  finished  perfection  of  James  K.  Polk,  the 
"  model  President,"  now  living.  And  the  gentle- 
man went  on  to  say  that  it  had  been  reserved  for 
this,  our  model  President,  to  build  up  the  great 
Democratic  column  that  was  to  stand  as  the  bright 
and  enduring  monument  of  his  administration. 
Well,  sir,  inquired  Mr.  S.,  and  what  sort  of  a  col- 
umn is  it.'  And  how  has  it  been  erected?  In  the 
first  place,  in  order  to  clear  a  place  for  it  to  stand 
on,  this  model  President  began  by  tearing  down 
and  utterly  demolishing  the  great  Democratic  col- 
umn which  Washington,  and  Jefferson,  and  Mad- 
ison, and  Monroe,  had,  by  their  joint  labors,  built 
up.  And  when  he  had  got  this  down,  then  he  set 
himself  to  work  to  build  up  a  new  one  in  its  place 
— a  column  of  military  glory.  Builtofwhat?  Why, 
sir,  of  the  bones  of  the  best  portion  of  the  Amer- 
ican people,  victims  of  the  climate  and  of  the 
sword  in  a  foreign  land,  and  he  has  cemented  it 
with  their  blood.  The  old  Washington  and  Jef- 
ferson column — a  column  of  wisdom  and  of  peace 
— had  long  stood  amidst  the  storms  of  our  politi- 
cal atmosphere;  and  when  and  how  was  that  erect- 
ed ?  At  the  foundation  lay  the  great  system  of 
internal  improvements,  recommended  first  by 
Washington  himself,  and  sustained  as  the  policy 
of  every  subsequent  Administration — rivers,  har- 
bors, and  all.  (The  gentleman  quite  forgot  to  tell 
us  that  in  knocking  down  the  old  column,  he  had 
utterly  demolished  the  only  system  by  which  his 
own  constituents  and  his  own  district  and  State 
ever  had,  or  ever  would  receive  a  single  dollar 
out  of  the  United  States  treasury,  this  he  entire- 
ly omitted  to  mention.)  The  second  stone  in  this 
glorious  old  Washingtonian  column  was  the  great 
protective  system.  This  he  has  laid  flat  with  the 
ground,  that  he  might  replace  it  by  a  system  which 
takes  off  taxes  from  the  labor  of  foreigners  to  im- 
pose them  on  the  necks  and  the  strong  arms  of  our 
own  native  laboring  population — a  system  which 
must  soon  come  to  direct  taxation,  in  order  to  sus- 
tain the  extravagance  and  gratify  the  ambition 
of  this  our  model  President.  The  old  Democrat- 
ic column  of  Jefferson  and  Washington  'being 
thus  demolished,  how  is  this  new  Polk  column 
constructed — this  magnificent  column  which  has 
called  forth  to  so  enthusiastic  a  degree  the  admi- 
ration of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Illir 
nois?  The  first,  the  foundation  stone  of  this 
stupendous  structure,  was  the  sub-treasury;  and 
so  worthy  was  this  of  its  important  position 
that  in  a  little  while  the  Administration  would  not 
have  a  single  dollar  to  place  in  its  vaults;  no,  not 
one  bit  of  coin  to  jingle  against  another;  and  Con- 
gress would  soon  be  refreshed  by  an  appeal  from 
this  model  man  to  rejjeal  the  great  sub-treasury 
law.  The  next  stone  in  this  modern  Democratic  col- 
umn was  the  present  glorious  war — a  war  of  which 
thegentleman  from  Illinois  boasted,  and  which  had 
been  brought  on  by  the  President  himself.  In  that 
the  gentleman  was  certainly  right.  The  war  was 
brought  on  by  the  President  alone,  by  his  own  in- 
dividual act,  without  submitting  the  question  of  its 
propriety  to  Congress,  then  in  session  at  the  other 
end  of  the  avenue.  For  all  that  has  followed  that 
act  he  is  responsible,  and  he  may  have  the  glory 
and  responsibility  together.  Ne.\t  came  a  great 
and  overshadowing  navy.  And  the  stone  that  next 
was  laid  \vas  a  tremendous  national  debt.     Yes, 


that  was  his  Jeffersonian  Democracy;  that  was  his 
admiration  for  Jeffersonian  doctrine.  Next  was 
built  into  this  column  a  vast  standing  army  of 
ninety  or  one  hundred  thousand  men;  and  to  crown 
the  whole,  a  system  of  oppressive  taxation  to  dis- 
charge the  debt,  imposed  not  on  foreigners,  but 
upon  the  labor  and  domestic  industry  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  Here  stood  the  magnifi- 
cent Democratic  column  of  Mr.  Polk's  adminis- 
tration—-a  column  built  up  with  the  skulls  and 
bleaching  bones  of  our  best  citizens,  cemented  by 
their  blood  !  It  is  set  up  for  the  admiration  of 
mankind.  And  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  seems 
to  revel,  with  his  model  master,  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  so  sublime  a  piece  of  Executive  architect- 
ure. They  seem  to  revel  in  delight  at  the  view. 
But  they  have  quaffed  their  cup  of  glory  to  its  very 
dregs,  its  dregs  of  bitterness  and  gall.  Now  let 
them  swim  in  the  oceans  of  blood  that  had  been 
spilt!  Let  them  sport  their  pleasure-boat  in  the 
rivers  of  tears  shed  by  orphan  children  and  their 
widowed  mothers!  They  appeared  delighted  to 
look  aroimd  them;  they  listened  with  rapture  to 
the  music  of  the  groans  of  the  dying — of  the 
cries  of  children  made  fatherless — of  the  agonized 
shrieks  and  despairing  cries  of  the  widows  which 
the  sword  had  made.  But,  while  thus  gaily  sail- 
ing and  listening  to  the  music  so  grateful  to  their 
ears,  there  was  a  phantom — a  ghost — a  horrible 
shadow,  which  rose  suddenly  to  "  sear  their  eye- 
balls "  ill  the  midst  of  this  joyous  revelry.  What 
was  it?  The  gentleman  raised  his  eyes  and  looked 
across  the  way  to  this  side  of  the  Plouse,  and  cried 
out  to  us,  in  a  hollow  voice,  that  seemed  to  shake 
with  sudden  fear,  "  Don't  get  behind  that  military 
chieftain!"  Aye,  sir;  he  saw  a  shadow  dressed 
in  arms,  with  nodding  plume,  and  he  turned  pale 
at  the  sight.  And  why  were  we  not  to  gather  be- 
hind this  "noble  old  chieftain?"  Was  it  because 
he  never  led  his  followers  but  to  victory  ?  But,  sir, 
if  the  mere  shadow  of  that  nodding  crest  so 
affrighted  the  gentleman,  how  will  he  sustain  hip- 
self  when  he  beholds  the  living  reality  in  breath, 
and  being?  How  will  his  heart  beat  when  he  hears 
the  rattling  of  grape  and  canister?  when  the  roar 
of  small-arms  and  great  guns  falls  upon  his  ears? 
What  will  be  the  feeling  at  the  White  House  then  ? 
Sir,  the  gentleman  and  his  party,  his  model  Presi» 
dent  and  all,  will  fly  beforp  hitn  as  dul  the  Mexi- 
cans at  Buena  Vista. 

The  gentleman  told  us  another  thing.  He  was 
not  content  with  holding  up  Mr.  Polk  as  the  model 
President:  he  said  he  was  the  "  reflex  of  pojiular 
opinion."  Yes,  sir;  that  was  it;  "the  reflex  of 
popular  opinion."  Aye,  indeed?  Mr.  Polk  the 
reflex  of  popular  opinion  in  this  country  !  Why, 
sir,  I  will  point  the  gentleman,  on  that  subject,  to 
another  *'  reflex"  (an  humble  one,  it  may  be)  of 
public  opinion.  Let  him  cast  his  eyes  on  this  side 
of  the  House  and, on  that  side;  at  the  last  3EBsion 
Mr.  Polk's  majority  in  this  House  was  nearly  two 
to  one;  but  where  is  the  majority  now,  sir?  Here 
is  a  little  "  reflex"  for  the  gentleman  to  look  on, 
and  for  the  President  too. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  interposed  to  make  some 
remark  in  reply;  but,  owing  to  his  position  and 
some  noise  in  the  Hall,  it  was  wholly  lost  to  the 
reporter. 

Mr.  STEWART  resumed.  Yes,  sir,  here  is 
one  "  reflex,"  and  there  will  be  another  "reflex" 
when  old  Rough  and  Ready  comes.  He  will  drive 
the  g&titlenian  and  his  party  where  they  never  will 
be  seen  again.  I  leave  this  reflex  to  the  gentleman 
and  his  reflections;  let  him  contrast  it  with  the 
splendid  column  which  his  model  President  has 
built  of  the  bones  and  blood  of  armies  and  navies, 
of  debt  and  taxation,  piled  up  mountain  high,  for 
the  admiration  of  posterity. 

But  enough  of  this.  I  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  a  recent  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  which  has  been  lauded  here  and  else- 
where as  "  the  greatest  production  of  the  age;''  a 
document  which  has  been  printed  in  German,  and 
in  I  don't  know  how  many  other  languages,  and 
has  been  profusely  circulated  among  the  people  ; 
and  it  is  working  in  every  direction  that  cflcct 
for  which  it  was  intended  by  misleading  and  de- 
ceiving the  people  on  the  subject  of  the  tarifl  of 
1846.  I  will  here  say,  in  my  place,  that  never 
did  an  oflicial  paper  emanate  from  any  civilized 
Government  in  the  world  which  contained  so  many 
falsehoods,  (I  cannot  use  any  milder  term,)  false- 
hoods so'numerous  and  so  gross.  Falsel^oods,  not 
in  hundreds  or  in  thousands  miaitaUd,  but  false- 
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hoods  in  millions  and  lumdreds  of  millions  of  dol- 
lars. That  its  strttemeius  are  false,  I  am  prepared 
to  prove  from  the  Secretary's  own  reports.  1  will 
show  from  his  own  figures  that  he  has  fallen  into 
mistakes,  or  misstatements  of  the  truth,  in  one  case 
of  eishty-two  millions;  in  another  instance  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  millions;  in  another  of 
four  hundred  and  one  millions,  and  in  another  of 
four  hundred  and  twenty-three  millions.  1  do  not 
say,  1  will  not  positively  charge,  that  these  mis- 
statements were  made  with  desi^'ti;  with  that  ques- 
tion it  belongs  not  to  me  to  meddle;  but  I  say  that 
his  own  figures  prove  the  fact  to  be  so.  I  will 
give  the  Secretary's  own  figures,  exposing  their 
gross,  their  palpable  misstatements,  book  and  page, 
and  I  pray  gentlemen  to  take  them  and  show  them 
to  Mr.  Walker,  and  let  him  deny  or  explain  them 
away  if  he  can.  This  wonderful  effort  of  financial 
ability,  this  greatest  production  of  the  age,  is  so 
replete  withnionstrous  errors,  that  it  is  not  won- 
derful that  the  honorable  Secretary  should  have 
fainted  (as  he  is  said  to  have  done)  under  the 
amazing  task  of  producing  them,  and  endeavoring 
to  put  them  forth  as  truth.  Sir,  it  is  an  easv  thing 
to  prove  the  truth  to  be  true;  but  t!ie  task  of  work- 
ing error  into  truth  is  too  great  for  even  the  sub- 
lime genius,  the  herculean  ability  of  Mr.  Walker 
himself;  and  I  .say  it  is  no  wonder  he  fainted  under 
the  attempt. 

Sir,  the  honorable  Secretary  has  in  his  report 
three  great  objects  in  view.  The  first  is,  to  prove 
that  low  duties  always  produced  increased  reve- 
nue; the  second  is,  to  prove  that  the  reduction  of 
duties  has  produced  not  only  an  increase  of  iin- 
ports  but  of  exporjs,  and  especially  of  the  exports 
of  bieadstufts  and  provisions;  and  the  third  is,  to 
show  that,  by  reducing  the  duties  and  increasing 
imports,  he  has  benefited  the  farming,  mechanical, 
and  manufacturing  interests  of  the  country.  Yes, 
to  show  that  importing  foreign  goods  by  millions 
on  milliiins,  and  sending  money  out  of  the  country 
to  pay  for  them,  is  the  way  to  help  the  interests 
of  American  labor!     Yet  so  says  the  Secretary. 

The  first  position  this  report  attempts  to  estab- 
lish is,  that  his  project  of  reducing  duties  has  pro- 
duced an  iucrease  of  eight  millions  of  dollars  in  the 
revenue.  So  far  is  this  from  being  true,  or  any- . 
thing  like  the  truth,  that  I  will  show  that  instead 
of  bringing  into  the  treasury  eight  millions  more, 
it  has  actually  brought  $7,202,057. less  than  would 
have  been  received  during  the  last  year  had  the 
tariff  of  1842  remained  in  operation;  a  blunder  of 
the  small  amount  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  in  a 
single  year. 

If  gentlemen  will  look  at  the  first  pages  of  the 
three  last  annual  reports  of  the  Secretary,  they  will 
find  that,  by  his  own  showing,  the  tariff  of  1842 
produced  it,'l845  §27,528,1 12;  in  1846,  $26,712,667; 
and  in  1847,  under  Mi'.  Walker's  tarifi'of  1846,  he 
received  only  $23,747,864,  almost  three  millions 
less  than  was  received  in  1846,  and  nearly  four 
millions  less  than  in  1845.  Now,  sir,  by  looking 
at  the  late  report  of  the  Secretary,  it  appears  that 
last  year  we  imported  al)oiit  ten  and  a  half  mil- 
lions more  dutiable  goods  than  in  1845,  which,  at 
32  per  cent.,  the  average  duties  under  the  tarifi'of 
1842,  would  yield  $3,416,420,  which,  with  the  ex- 
cess rcfcived'in  1845over  1847,  $3,718,288,  makes 
$7,202,657  more  revenue  which  would  have  been 
received  if  the  tarilf  of  1842  had  not  been  repealed. 
This  is  mathonialically  true;  and  yet,  in  the  face 
of  these  facts,  the  President  and  Secretary  say  the 
revenue  has  been  increased  more  than  eight  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

In  hi.i  report  of  last  session,  he  gives  his  own 
estimate  for  tin;  proceeds  of  the  present  or  last  year 
(1847)  at  $27,835,731;  yet  it  has  actually  produced 
but  $23,147,864,  more  than  four  millions  less  than 
his  own  official  estimate.  Yet  both  lie  and  the 
model  President  say  that  the  tariff  has  more  than 
realized  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  its  friends!  1 
confess  I  do  not  comprehend  statements  like  these. 
Perhaps  the  Secretary  may  explain  them. 

Now  as  to  the  modus  operandi,  the  legerdemain, 
the  sleight  of-hand,  by  which  falsehoods  are  made 
to  appear  true,  the  [)laii  by  which  he  attempts  to 
make  it  out  that  he  has  received  more  revenue 
under  the  tariflT  of  1846  than  was  received  under 
that  of  1842.  Mow  is  this  done?  It  is  done  by 
cutting  up  the  years;  taking  a  few  months  of  one 
year  and  four  or  five  months  of  another — five 
months  under  the  tariff  of  1842  and  seven  under 
tlie  tariff  of  1846.  Everybody  knows  the  tarifTof 
1S4G  wan  passed  in  July,  and  did  not  go  into  ojicr-  i 


ation  till  December;  during  this  time  imports  pay- 
ing duties  were  almost  entirely  arrested.  The  fact 
being  that  the  duties  would  in  a  few  months  be 
greatly  reduced,  a  very  large  amount  of  goods 
which  would  have  come  in  and  paid  duty  accord- 
ing to  the  then  existing  tariff  of  1842,  were  with- 
held till  the  duties  came  down.  They  were  piled 
up  in  warehouses  or  kept  in  bond  till  the  tarilf  of 
1846  and  low  duties  took  effect;  besides,  goods 
which  had  jiaid  heavy  duties  were  reexported,  and 
the  duties  withdrawn  from  the  treasury.  During 
this  period,  of  course  little  revenue,  in  compari- 
son, was  coming  in,  thou'zh  the  country  was  still 
nominally  under  the  tarilf  of  1842.  Now  these 
are  the  months  which  this  very  fiVif  and  candid 
Secretary  takes  for  his  estimate  of  the  produce  of 
the  tarilT  of  1842.  As  soon  as  the  reduced  tariff  of 
1846  went  into  operation,  all  these  goods,  which 
had  been  held  back  waiting  for  the  reduced  duties, 
were  at  once  poured  in,  and  in  pours  revenue  by 
millions.  The  goods  and  duties  withdrawn  from 
the  tariff  of  1842  now  return  under  the  tarilf  of 
1816;  and  these  are  the  months  which  this  truth- 
seeking  Secretary  takes,  as  showing  the  compai'a- 
tive  ]iroduct  of  this  model  tariff,  contrasted  with 
five  months  of  the  tarilf  of  1842,  giving  a  little  over 
seven  millions,  v/hen,  for  two  years  before,  the 
revenue  had  exceeded  an  average  of  twenty-seven 
millions  !  And  this  is  put  forth  as  a  fair  compari- 
son. This  is  no  deception.  Oh,  no;  this  is  fair. 
This  is  the  way  to  bring  truth  to  the  people!  He 
might  as  well  compare  the  strength  of  a  giant  and 
that  of  a  child,  by  putting  down  what  the  giant 
could  lift  when  on  his  sick  bed  and  in  his  last 
hours,  and  what  the  child  could  life  in  the  vigor  of 
healtii  and  under  a  sudden  and  violent  excitement. 
Would  this  be  a  very  satisfactory  way  of  proving 
that  the  child  was  stronger  than  the  giant? 

The  next  thing  the  learned  Secretary  attempts 
to  prove  is,  that  under  low  duties  more  revenue  is 
always  obtained  than  under  high  duties.  To 
show  this,  he  selects  ten  years'  income  under  a 
high  tarifi',  and  ten  years  under  a  low  one.  He 
selects  ten  years,  from  1832  to  1842,  under  the 
compromise  bill,  for  his  low  tariff;  and  ten  years, 
from  1824  to  1832,  eight  years  under  the  high  tariff 
of  1824  and  1828,  with  two  years  under  the  tariff 
of  1842,  as  the  high  tariff  period.  Now,  I  assert, 
that  in  the  vdry  years  on  which  he  relies,  and 
which  he  has  selected  for  the  comparison,  his  own 
figures  prove,  not  that  he  got  less  revenue  under 
the  high  than  the  low  paid,  but  they  prove  that  he  got 
eigkhj-tico  millions  more  under  the  high  tariff  than 
he  did  under  the  low.  For  the  proof,  I  refer  gen- 
tlemen and  the  Secretary  to  his  own  official  report 
on  the  finances  in  1845,  page  956.  Here  you  have 
his  own  report.  Take  it  down,  gentlemen;  I  de- 
sire you  to  take  a  minute  of  what  1  state;  for  what 
I  say  I  can  [irove.  1  hope  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  that  was  [Mr.  McKay]  will  pay  special 
attention  to  these  statements.  I  say,  on  Mr.  Walk- 
er's own  showing,  that  under  the  ten  years  of 
low  tariff  the  leceipls  were  $214,885,858,  and  that 
under  the  high  tariff  years  the  receipts  were 
$297,842,215.  The  difference  in  favor  of  the  high 
tarifi'  is  $82,956,356— $8,295,635  per  year;  and  yet 
the  Secretary  and  the  President  say  that  ail  expe- 
rience proves  that  low  tariffs  give  the  most  rev- 
enue !  Whether  such  statements  proceeded  from 
ignorance  or  design  he  would  not  say,  but  it  was 
one  or  the  other.  I  refer  (said  Mr.  S.)  to  day, 
to  date,  book,  and  page.  Let  them  look  at 
it.  I  want  Mr.  Walker  himself  to  look  at  h.  I 
suppose  when  he  sent  us  his  book,  with  all  these 
confident  statements,  supported  by  figiires  too,  he 
thought  it  would  answer  its  purpose.  He  owes  it 
to  his  character  for  truth  and  candor  to  admit  or 
deny  this  statement,  or  authorize  some  friend  to 
do  it  for  him  on  this  floor.  Will  it  be  done  ?  We 
will  see. 

And  now  for  Ijis  positions  on  the  subject  of  ex- 
ports. The  Secretary  affirms  that  the  balance  of 
trade  is  always  in  our  favor  under  a  low  tariff;  that 
our  exports  exceed  our  imports,  and  that  ihe  e.x- 
ports  of  breadstulfs  and  provisions  are  especially 
increased.  Now  I  say  that,  deducting  the  imports 
during  the  ten  years  of  high  tariffs,  selected  by  the 
Secretary  for  comparison,  from  the  imports  during 
the  ten  years  of  low  tariffs,  and  it  would  appc.ar 
that  the  balance  against  the  country  under  the  low 
tariff  was  $401,976,076— erjiml  U,  $40,197,607  a 
year;  and  deducting  during  each  period  the  goods 
reexported,  the  balance  against  the  country  would 
be  increased  to  the  sum  of  $423,455,724.     And 


how  had  it  been  paid .'  By  two  hundred  millions  of 
State  bonds,  sent  to  Europe  to  pay  for  goods;  a 
mercantile  debt  of  nearly  an  equal  amount,  result- 
ing at  the  end  of  the  low  duty  period,  in  1840,  '41, 
and  '42,  in  repudiation  and  bankruptcy.  State,  na- 
tional, and  individual,  throughout  the  land.  Yet 
we  are  told  by  the  President  and  Secretary  that 
low  duties  produce  prosperity,  national  and  indi- 
vidual, and  especially  the  prosjaerity  of  the  farmers 
and  laborers  of  the  "toiling  millions." 

But  this  is  not  all.  Take  the  exports  from  the 
imports  during  these  ten  years  of  low  duties,  and 
it  will  be  found  that  the  debt  against  the  people  of 
the  United  States  in  favor  of  foreigners  is  $176,- 
166,242.  What  a  sum  of  national  prosperity  is 
here  exhibited ! 

Such  is  the  evidence  in  favor  of  Mr.  Walker's 
position  that  low  tariffs  always  turn  the  balance  of 
trade  in  our  favor.  Such  are  the  happy  effects  of 
his  policy  of  free  trade.  Low  tariffs  always  have 
been  and  always  will  be  the  ruin  of  the  country. 
Let  any  man  look  at  the  scenes  of  general  distress 
which  always  have  followed  this  insane  policy;  the 
ruin  of  flourishing  establishments,  the  multiplica- 
tion of  bankruptcies,  the  advertisements  of  sheriffs' 
sales,  the  destruction  of  credit  and  confidence,  the 
prostration  of  enterprise,  the  stagnation  of  trade 
and  general  condition  of  discontent  and  misery 
which  have  invariably  succeeded  the  adoption  of 
these  false  and  visionary  theories,  and  he  will  find 
one  of  the  best  criterions  to  judge  of  their  political 
soundness.  And  such,  1  say,  will  always  be  the 
consequences  of  a  repetition  of  the  experiment. 
Mr.  Walker  says  that  they  never  have  followed. 
I  say  they  always  have.  Their  whole  theory  is  a 
mistake,  and  practice  will  ever  so  prove  it  to  be; 
and  when  it  IS  put  forth  in  the  very  face  of  fcicts 
which  every  intelligent  man  knows,  it  is  difficult 
to  resist  the  conclusion  that  it  is  done  to  deceive; 
that  there  is  an  object  to  be  attained  by  misleading 
the  public  mind. 

Again:  the  Secretary  asserts  that  low  duties 
have  always  been  accompanied  by  a  greatly  in- 
creased export  of  breadstulfs.  And  he  attriliutes 
the  sudden  augmentation  in  those  exports  during 
the  last  season  not  to  the  famine  in  Ireland  and 
over  the  south  of  Europe,  not  at  all,  but  solely  to 
his  model  tariff  of  1846!  That  is  what  has  done  it 
all.  Low  duties,  not  starvation,  have  induced  the 
people  of  the  Old  World  suddenly  to  eat  Indian 
meal,  and  call  out  for  American  flour  and  Ameri- 
can beef.  But  I  wish  to  ask  him — and  I  put  the 
same  question  to  southern  gentlemen  in  this 
House — if  this  reduction  of  duties  is  the  thing' 
which  has  produced  so  large  an  export  of  bread- 
stuffs,  pray  why  had  it  not  in  this  same  degree  in- 
creased the  exports  of  cotton  and  tobacco?  The 
export  of  cotton  under  this  model  tariff  of  our 
model  President  has  been  less  by  four  millions  of 
dollars  than  the  average  exports  often  years  past, 
from  1835  to  1845. 

What  did  this?  What  produced  this  falling  oflT 
under  this  beautiful  free-trade  policy?  Was  that, 
too,  the  fruit  of  the  tarifi'  of  1846?  VVhy  has  there 
been  no  increased  export  of  cotloix?  Southern 
gentlemen — cotton  growers — how  is  this?  And 
you,  ye  tf)bacco  growers,  how  comes  it  that,  under 
Mr.  Walker's  patent  machine  to  increase  exports, 
the  export  of  tobacco  has  fallen  ofl'  a  million  and 
a  half?  What  say  you  to  that?  Was  this  the 
happy  effect  of  the  tariff  of  1846  ?  The  Secretary 
tells  us  that  the  starvation  in  Europe  has  had  little 
or  nothing  to  do  with  the  consumption  thereof  our 
breadstuffs;  nothing  whatever.  Well,  the  starva- 
tion has  ceased,  breadstufi^'s  are  down,  and  now  the 
redoubtable  Mr.  Secretary  Walker  is  like  to  be 
caught  in  his  own  trap!  I  tell  you  that  in  a  few 
weeks  more,  the  corn  laws  in  England,  slid ing-scale 
and  all,  will  be  in  full  operation.  They  were 
merely  suspended,  not  repealed,  during  the  famine; 
and  now,  when  the  famine  is  over,  and  Mr.  Walk- 
er is  caught  in  Sir  Robert  Peel's  trap,  the  corn  laws 
go  into  full  effect  on  the  first  day  of  March  next, 
and  then  exports  cease,  the  revenue  falls  off,  and 
Mr.  Walker  will  have  to  appeal  to  us  to  restore 
the  tariff  of  1842,  to  replenish  his  empty  sub- 
treasury,  and  feed  the  starving  armie?,  civil  and 
military,  at  home  and  abroad. 

He  next  tells  us  wiih  infinite  satisfaction  that 
his  report  in  favor  of  free  trade  and  British  goods 
in  1845  was  reprinted  in  England;  tluu  "  Sir  llob- 
ert  Peel  raised  his  eyes  to  the  liglU  of  truth."  No 
wonder  Sir  Robert  raised  his  eyes  in  astonish- 
ment.    No  wonder  that  he  suspended  the  duties 
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on  breadstuff's,  and  let  them  in  to  feed  Ireland  that 
was  starving.  But  wlien  that  fit  of  starvation  is 
relieved,  the  protection  to  British  agriculture  as 
well  as  manufactures  is  at  once  restored. 

The  Secretary  asserts  tluit  under  high  tariffs  the 
export  of  breadstuffs  has  always  fallen  off.  The 
wiiole  experience  of  the  past,  he  says,  establishes 
this  general  fact;  and  he  wants  our  farmers  to  look 
at  the  fact.  Now,  I  aver  that  for  four  years  under 
the  highest  tariff  we  ever  had — I  mean  the  "bill 
of  abominations,"  the  tariff  of  1828 — we  exported 
to  Great  Britain  (England,  Scotlaad,  and  Ireland) 
a  hundred  times  as  much  breadstuffs  as  we  did  du- 
ring four  years  from  1835  to  1839,  under  the  low 
tariff  or  compromise  bill  of  1833.  Yes,  I  repeat  it; 
during  four  years  of  tiie  operation  of  the  "  bill  of 
abominations,"  our  exports  of  breadstuffs  (wheat, 
•  flour,  corn,  and  corn  meal)  were  one  hundred  times 
greater  to  England  than  during  four  years  under 
the  compromise  bill.  Yet  the  Secretary  says  the 
exports  of  breadstuffs  have  uniformly  been  less 
under  a  high  than  under  a  low  tariff! 

Here  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  called 
for  the  proof  of  Mr.  Stewart's  position. 

Mr.  STEWART.  The  gentleman  shall  have  it. 
I  will  give  it  to  him.  Here  it  is.  I  have  got  it  from 
official  reports,  carefully  revised  by  an  officer  of 
this  House.  Here  is  the  result.  He  would  give 
the  details  in  tabular  form  hereafter;  they  were 
ready,  but  he  had  no  time  to  read  them  now;  his 
brief  hour  was  fast  running  away,  and  with  all  the 
haste  lie  could  make  he  would  not  be  able  to  get 
half  through  what  he  wished  to  say.  But  he  would 
furnish  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Holmes]  with  the  information  he  desired;  he  could 
only  give  him  the  aggregates. 

In  four  years,  from  1835  to  1839,  under  low 
duties,  we  imported  from  Great  Britain  $253,000,- 
000  worth  of  goods,  equal  to  4,63,000,000  a  year, 
and  she  took  from  us,  during  this  period  of  low 
duties,  §94,629  worth  of  breadstuffs,  equal  to 
$23,657  per  year!  Well,  now  for  the  high  tariff 
of  1823,  which  lasted  four  years,  from  1828  to 
1833.  During  this  time,  we  took  from  Great 
Britain  §142,000,000  worth  of  goods,  equal  to 
§35,000,000  a  year;  and  she  took  from  us,  under 
this  enormously  high  tariff,  §9,504,241  worth  of 
our  breadstuffs,  equal  to  §2,376,060  per  year. 
We,  under  the  high  tariff,  taking  about  half  as 
much  of  her  goods,  and  she  taking  one  hundred 
times  as  much  of  our  breadstuffs.  Yet  the  Secre- 
tary and  President  say  that  low  duties  always  have 
and  always  will  increase  the  e.xportation  of  our 
breadstuffs  !  Yet  the  Secretary  says  that  if  we  do 
not  take  more  British  goods  in  pay  Tor  our  bread- 
stuffs,  "England  will  have  to  pay  specie  for  our 
breadstuffs,  and  not  having  it  to  spare,  she  will 
take  less  or  pay  less  for  our  cotton." 

Yes,  let  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Holmes]  put  these  amounts  down  and  dis- 
prove them  if  he  can.  Let  him  take  it  to  Mr. 
Walker;  if  he  does  not,  I  will  send  it  to  him,  and 
call  upon  him  to  vindicate  himself  from  the  charge 
of  having  given  his  official  sanction  and  the  weight 
of  his  high  station  to  these  gross  misstatements, 
calculated,  if  not  intended,  to  deceive  the  people. 
He  has  stuffed  every  page  almost  of  his  report  full 
of  breadstuffs.  But  I  am  mistaken  if  he  will  not 
be  sick  of  his  breadstuffs  before  all  is  over.  [A 
laugh.]  In  1836  we  imported  eighty-six  millions 
worth  of  British  goods,  and  she  took  from  us  in 
breadstuffs  the  heavy  amount  of  §1,684;  that  is, 
we  take  §460  from  her  in  her  manufactures  to 
every  single  cent  slie  takes  from  us  in  the  form  of 
our  breadstuffs.  And  let  it  not  be  forgotten  that 
of  those  very  manufactures  more  than  one-eighth 
part  of  the  whole  value  is  made  up  of  British 
breadstuffs  consumed  in  the  making  of  the  goods. 
(When  I  say  Britain,  I  mean  England,  Ireland, 
and  Scotland,  not  her  dependencies.) 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  McCler- 
nand]  congratulates  himself  very  highly  on  the 
repeal  of  the  tariff  of  1842.  Now,  iie  probably 
forgets  that  his  own  district  consumed,  in  1836, 
§373,913  worth  of  British  goods  to  every  §732  she 
took  of  its  agricultural  products — assuming  that 
his  district  consumes  in  proportion  to  all  others. 
Yet  we  are  congratulated  on  the  great  increase  in 
llie  export  of  breadstuils  under  low  duties  I 

What  I  have  here  stated  I  hold  myself  bound  to 
maintain.  The  statements  cannot  be  successfully 
contradicted.  They  will  not  be  contradicted.  I 
doubt  whether  it  will  be  attempted.  They  may 
reply,  but  they  cannot  and  will  not  attempt  to  dis- 


prove these  facts.  They  are  afraid  to  deny  and 
ashamed  to  admit  them.  [A  voice  :  It  will  be  an- 
swered, probably,  by  a  personal  attack.]  Well, 
so  be  it.  I  am  used  to  personal  attacks,  but  they 
have  not  and  cannot  deter  me  from  the  fearless  dis- 
charge of  my  duty  on  this  floor. 

Again  :  the  Secretary  says  another  thing.  He 
says  that  by  the  tariff  of  1846  duties  have  been  re- 
duced from  100  and  200  per  cent,  down  to  20  and 
30  percent.;  that  three-fifths  of  the  duty  has  been 
taken  off  of  iron;  and  more  than  one-half  the  duty 
off  of  coal;  and  yet  he  says  the  price  of  iron  is 
higher  than  it-was  before,  and  of  coal  too.  Well, 
sir,  if  the  fact  is  so,  who  then  is  benefited  by  the 
reduction  of  the  duty  .'  The  foreigner,  rhost  clear- 
ly, and  the  foreigner  alone.  American  consumers 
pay  more  for  their  iron  than  they  did  before.  The 
amount  of  the  change  is  this,  that  the  f^eigner 
brings  his  iron  into  our  market,  and  the  treasury 
loses  three-fifths  of  the  former  duty.  Of  such  a 
state  of  things  this  m(fdel  of  a  Secretary  congratu- 
lates Pennsylvania,  and  alludes  to  tl)e  result  of  the 
late  elections  as  speaking  her  approval  of  his 
financiering! 

I  will  tell  you  one  way  in  which  he  lowers  duties. 
He  takesoff  one-half  the  duty  on  brandy  and  puts 
it  upon  tea  and  coffee.  He  relieves  the  rich  man's 
brandy,  and  burdens  with  a  heavy  hand  the  tea  and 
coffee  of  "  the  toiling  millions."  And  for  this  he 
got  the  votes  of  Pennsylvania!  He  takes  nearly 
one-half  of  the  duty  off  of  hats,  and  50  and  30  per 
cent,  off  of  cloths  and  shoes.  What  for.?  To  in- 
crease revenue.  How  will  this  increase  revenue.' 
By  increasing  imports.  He  says  he  has  reduced 
the  duties  one-third,  so  that  now  he  must  import 
one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  worth  of  goods  lo- 
get  the  same  revenue  that  one  hundred  millions 
gave  under  the  tariff  of  1842,  and  he  must  send 
fifty  millions  of  dollars  to  pay  for  them.  So  the 
foreigner  sells  us  fifty  millions  to  displace  fifty 
millions  now  made  at  home,  without  paying  our 
treasury  one  cent  more  revenue — foreigners  have 
all  the  benefit,  and  Americans  bear  all  the  loss. 
That  is  the  beautiful  policy  of  our  model  Presi- 
dent and  his  model  Secretary,  and  a  pretty  pair  of 
models  they  are!  [A  laugh.]  But,  there  is  a 
shadow  over  them  !  Old  llough  and  Ready  is 
coming  to  correct  all  this  anti-American  policy  and 
see  justice  done  to  the  American  people.  Under 
this  precious  doctrine  of  Mr.  Walker,  we  must 
import  six  millions  more  of  foreign  iron  to  get  the 
duties  we  did,  and  leave  so  much  of  our  own  iron 
under  the  ground.  Why  must  we  take  so  much 
more  of  British  iron,  while  England  will  not  take 
any  more  of  our  cotton  .' 

Once  more  :  this  Secretary  tells  us  that  the  uni- 
form effect  of  a  high  tariff  is  to  oppress  labor,  and 
that  of  low  tariffs  is  to  favor  it.  It  will  soon,  he 
says,  become  "an  axiomatic  truth,"  that  all 
TARIFFS  are  a  tax  wpon  labjOR.  A  tax  on  foreign 
goods  a  tax  on  our  own  labor!  Indeed!  I  will 
adopt  the  maxim,  but  with  an  amendment.  I  move 
to  insert  the  word  "  foreign."  All  tariffs  are  a  tax 
on  foreign  labor.  So  they  are,  when  foreign  labor 
comes  m  competition  with  our  own.  But,  to  en- 
courage the  lattei-,  Mr.  Walker  takes  the  duty  off 
of  foreign  labor  and  puts  it  on  our  own,  The  re- 
duction inures  to  the  benefit  of  the  foreigner,  and 
the  treasury  loses  the  revenue. 

He  says  that  low  duties  are  always  followed  by 
public  prosperity;  and  he  very  modestly  says  it 
was  the  effect  of  his  report  of  1845,  which  was 
published  for  the  use  of  Parliament,  that  produced 
the  repeal  of  the  British  corn  laws.  Sir,  the  corn 
laws  are  not  repealed;  they  never  were  repealed. 
They  were  temporarily  suspended,  it  is  true;  and 
in  a  very  few  weeks  they  will  again  go  into  effect. 
The  Secretary  says  it  is  susceptible  of  mathematical 
demonstration,  that  in  all  countries,  this  and  every 
other,  the  public  prosperity  is  advanced  by  low 
duties.  I  deny  it.  I  say  the  very  reverse  is  the 
result  of  the  whole  experience  of  this  country, 
and  I  will  proceed  to  prove  it  by  the  Secretary's 
own  official  reports. 

[Here  the  Chairman's  hammer  fell,  and  Mr.  S. 
resumed  his  seat.] 

Mr.  VENABLE  next  obtained  the  floor.  He 
regretted  that  the  time  allotted  to  him  would  pre- 
vent him  from  taking  such  notice  of  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stew- 
art] on  the  tariff  as  he  should  like  to  do.  He 
trusted  on  some  other  occasion  he  should  have  the 
opportunity;  and  if  he  should  not,  he  knew  there 
were  abler  and  more  experienced  individuals  in 


this  House  who  would  do  full  justice  to  the  posi- 
tion the  gentleman  had  taken.  But  he  assured  the 
gentleman  that  his  friend  General  Taylor,  whom 
he  had  so  unceremoniously  introduced,  would  not 
thank  him  for  presenting  the  issue  of  a  high  tariff 
in  connection  with  his  name — an  issue  which  had 
always  been  avoided  by  him,  an  issue  as  to  com- 
mitting himself  upon  which  General  Taylor  was 
exceedingly  cautious. 

But  there  was  another  question  upon  which  he 
should  ask  the  indulgence  of  this  committee — a 
question  which  to  his  mind  presented  one  of  the 
most  important,  one  of  the  most  profoundly  inter- 
esting issues  which  had  ever  been  raised.  He 
was  admonished  that  this  was  an  old  question;  he 
knew  Jt  was  to  some  uninteresting;  but  for  more 
than  thirty  years  he  had  been  a  close  observer  of 
the  political  history  of  this  country,  with  the  small 
portion  of  intellect  he  possessed;  and  after  all  the 
lights  that  had  been  thrown  upon  it  from  this 
observation  and  experience,  he  still  felt,  as  he  had 
ever  felt,  that  it  was  one  of  the  most  important 
questions  which  had  ever  been  agitated  in  this 
country.  He  referred  to  the  question  involved  in 
the  able  and  luminous  message  of  the  President 
lately  received  upon  the  subject  of  internal  im- 
provements. 

He  felt  under  obligations  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Stewart]  and  to  the  gentle- 
men from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vinton  and  Mr.  Schenck] 
for  coming  up  so  boldly  to  the  mark  as  they  had, 
for  taking  a  platform  so  broad  and  so  wide  as 
could  not  be  mistaken.  They  had  been  told  by 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  C.  B.  Smith] 
that  the  only  limit  to  the  pf>wer  of  Congress  to 
make  internal  improvements  was  the  will  of  Con- 
gress. That  all  those  fancied  securities  which  it 
had  been  supposed  were  erected  by  the  Constitu- 
tion had  been  swept  away.  Thase  v/ho,  like  him, 
maintained  the  rights  of  the  States  and  a  strict 
construction  of  the  Constitution,  had  been  accus- 
tomed to  believe  that  their  broad  rivers  and  their 
fair  lands  belonged  to  them,  and  that  they  were 
not  merely  the  tenants  of  the  General  Government. 
If  State  rights  and  State  sovereigt^ty  were  a  phan- 
tom, it  was  high  time  they  should  be  informed  of 
it,  so  that  they  might  recognize  their  allegiance 
and  their  obligations  in  all  respects  to  the  General 
Government.  He  had  not  so  learned  the  Consti- 
tution or  the  cotemporaneous  construction  of  it. 
Those  venerable  sages  and  patriots  who  gave  it  to 
us  as  a  rich  legacy, a  safe  hope  in  every  peril,  and  a 
sure  pledge  in  every  storm,  had  no  such  thing  in 
view  when  they  declared  that  all  powers  not  dele- 
gated by  the  Constitution  to  the  United  Slates,  nor 
prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the 
States  respectively  and  to  the  people. 

And  permit  hiin  to  say  that  he  never  felt  more 
gratified  in  his  life — and  he  knew  the  Democratic 
party  of  the  country  would  feel  and  acknowledge 
their  obligations  to  the  distinguished  ■gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vinton]  for  the  compliment,  ihe 
unwilling  compliment,  he  paid  the  President  of 
the  United  States  for  this  veto  message.  Imme- 
diately after  it  was  read,  that  gentleman,  who  was 
so  well  acquainted  with  the  political  history  of  the 
country,  was  so  electrified,  so  afraid  of  its  influ- 
ence on  the  public  mind,  that  he  asked  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  committee  of  one  member  from 
each  State,  that  they  might  have  a  chance  to  ex- 
ercise their  ingenuity  to  frame  a  reply  to  go  out 
along  with  il;  for  he  proposed  that  the  message 
should  not  be  printed  until  the  committee  should 
make  their  report.  There  was  no  parallel  to  it, 
except  when,  in  the  discussion  of  Mr.  Jay's  treaty, 
Mr.  Ames  poured  forth  that  burning  tide  of  elo- 
quence, and  when  it  was  feared,  if  the  vote  weie 
then  talcen,  it  would  go  in  accordance  with  it,  a 
member  rose  and  asked  that  the  House  adjourn. 
The  distinguished  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  felt  that  something  must  be 
done  to  foil  the  blow  and  brealc  the  edge  of  this 
polished  shaft.  He  thanked  him  for  the  compli- 
ment. It  was  well  deserved;  il  was  justly  earned 
by  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  forcible  documents 
that  had  ever  been  communicated  to  Congress.  It 
swept  away  all  the  distinctions,  which  troubled 
gentlemen  so  much,  of  salt  water  and  fresh  water, 
and  all  others,  by  taking  away  from  Congress  en- 
tirely the  power  to  make  intewial  improvements. 

They  had  been  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Vinton]  that  there  was  a  time  when  all  were 
Federalists  and  all  were  Republicans;  that  those 
were  palmy  days,  when  all  the  rancor  of  partisan 
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feeling  was  softened  down;  a  proud  period  in 
American  history,  when  all  were  Americans. 
Yes,  he  remembered  it;  it  was  during  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's adminisiration.  He  could  quote  Mr.  Mon- 
roe in  the  latter  part  of  it  against  Mr.  Monroe  on 
his  first  accession  to  power.  Mr.  Monroe  com- 
mitted the  mistake  of  selecting  a  Cabinet  opposed 
to  each  other.  It  was  the  great  blunder  of  his 
administration.  He  did  not  blame  Whigs  for  be- 
ing Whigs,  and  taking  Whig  advisers;  "the  very 
instinct  of  self-preservation  required  it.  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, by  way  of  conciliating  the  difficulties  which 
arose  during  the  war  of  1812,  (for  he  came  into 
power  in  1816,  at  the  close  of  that  war,)  remem- 
bering the  Hartford  Convention,  and  the  formida- 
ble dirticulties  that  threatened  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union,  made  a  mistaken  eflort  to  conciliate  thcni. 
Mr.  Monroe  commenced  with  the  Republican 
creed,  and  ended  with  a  Federal  administration,  as 
the  history  of  the  country  would  show.  Read 
Mr.  Monroe's  message  when  he  commenced  his 
administration,  and  you  would  see  thai  he  utterly 
denied  the  power  of  this  Government  over  internal 
improvements;  and  then  his  messages  when  he 
closed, and'you  would  say, not"  howarethe  mighty 
fallen,"  (for  he  never  was  an  admirer  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe or  his  administration,)  but  you  would  say  that 
a  wonderful  change  had  come  over  tlie  spirit  of  his 
dream. 

He  would  here  turn  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Stanton,]  who  yesterday 
'gave  the  House  his  views,  differing  from  the  Pres- 
ident. The  gentleman  told  them,  and  they  had 
been  told  by  other  gentlemen,  that  the  bright, 
great  names  of  Madison,  Monroe,  Jackson,  and 
others,  liad  all  approved  bills  appropriating  for 
internal  improvements.  He  had  learned  that  great 
names  would  not  sanctify  error.  He  felt  as  great 
respect  and  veneration  for  General  .Jackson  as  any 
one  could  feel.  His  brow  was  entwined  with  a 
chaplet  of  never-failing  laurels;  his  name  was  writ- 
ten with  a  ray  of  light  upon  the  j^age  of  his  coun- 
try's history;  and  withered  be  the  tongue  whic:h 
would  see.k  to  diii'kcn  that  name,  or  the  hand  to 
fOb  him  of  those  laurels.  Yet  he  felt  no  more  re- 
spect lor  General  Jackson's  errors  than  for  those 
of  other  men;  they  would  do  more  harm,  and 
therefore  were  the  more  to  be  feared.  It  was  re- 
served for  Mr.  Polk  to  clear  away  all  the  diffictil- 
lies  from  the  question,  and  take  the  ground  that 
our  Government  has  no  constitutional  ability  to 
make  internal  improvements  whatever;  for  if  tliey 
opened  the  door,  they  opened  the  Pandora's  box 
from  which  numberless  evils  would  fly  out.  Upon 
this  question  of  the  views  of  the  framers  of  the 
Consiitution  as  to  the  power  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment over  works  of  internal  improvement,  he 
))ad  before  him  the  first  volume  of  the  Madison 
Papers,  (from  which  he  could  not  stop  to  read,) 
which  showed  that  when  the  express  right  was 
sought  to  cut  canals,  and  that,  too,  moved  by  Dr. 
Fraiht<lin  as  an  amendment  to  the  clause  to  estab- 
lish post-roads,  it  was  rejected  by  (.he  Convention 
that  made  the  Constitution.  It  seemed  to  him,  if 
anything  on  the  face  of  the  earth  could  exclude  an 
inference,  this  would.  If  the  right  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  make  internal  improvements  was  so  clear 
and  undoubted,  why  had  its  advocates  sought  to 
locate  it  under  every  clause  of  the  Constitution  ? 
He  spoke  of  those  different  clauses;  that  giving 
power  to  Congress  to  regulate  commerce,  to  estab- 
lish post-roads,  (Sec;  and,  finally,  the  general-wel- 
fare clause,  under  which  anything  could  be  done, 
and  all  the  ])owers  of  the  Government  could  be 
consolidated  in  a  single  individual. 

There  was  nothing  he  venerated  more  than  he 
did  this  Union;  there  was  no  richer  legacy  that  lie 
wisheil  to  leave  to  lii.s  children  and  to  posterity 
than  the  Union  pure  and  unsullied.  But,  as  much 
as  he  loved  it,  as  much  as  he  .should  dread  to  see  it 
sundered,  there  was  one  thing  which  he  dreaded 
much  more,  and  that  waa  consolidation — the  con- 
centration of  all  the  powers  of  the  States  around 
the  Federal  Governnwnt.  Such  were  the  senli- 
incnls  of  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  of  many  mem- 
bers of  the  Convention.  Tliey  all  feared,  more 
than  aught  else,  a  consolidation  of  all  power  in  the 
liandyof  the  General  Government.  And  he  would 
here  read  a  single  piece  of  lii.story  on  this  matter, 
wliich  n  fpend  had^put  into  his  hands.  When 
Congress,  in  New  York,  in  1789,  immediately  after 
the  adojUion  of  the  Constitution,  was  fixing  a  place 
for  the  seat  of  the  Federal  Government,  and  the 
bill  putscd  the  House  by  which  it  was  located  on 


the  Susquehanna,  it  was  expressly  provided  that 
Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  should  clear  out  the 
river  and  make  the  harbor.  There  was  not  a  sin- 
gle dissenting  voice  maintaining  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  do  it.  Here  was  a  cotemporaneous  expo- 
sition of  the  Constitution.  Mr.  Madison,  and 
other  gentlemen  who  discussed  the  bill,  admitted 
that,  unless  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  made  the 
arrangement,  the  Government  would  be  placed  in 
the  )>ower  of  those  States.  Mr.  Madison,  one  of 
the  fathers  of  the  Constitution,  one  of  its  best  ex- 
ponents, if  internal  improvements  had  been  the 
order  of  the  day,  would  have  risen  in  his  place 
and  said,  Congress  has  the  power;  let  us  take  pos- 
session of  this  river,  (which  was  then  legally  made 
a  pul)lic  highway,)  and  we  will  clear  it  out,  and 
make  such  improvements  as  are  necessary.  But 
no  such  thing  did  we  hear  from  him.  In  the  name 
of  the  Stale  he  in  part  had  the  honor  to  represent, 
he  (Mr.  V.)  protested  against  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment's laying  hands  on  tlieir  soil,  clearing  out  their 
rivers,  or  improving  their  harbors,  and  leaving 
them  merely  the  child's  bauble,  the  paraphernalia 
of  Slate  sovereignly. 

It  was  with  extreme  regret  that  he  heard  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Stanton]  in  a 
part  of  his  remarks  yesterday,  because  he  believed 
the  gentleman  had  been  a  prominent  actor  in  the 
great  triumph  they  had  achieved  towards  free  trade 
and  getting  rid  of  the  "  American  system."  The 
gentleman  had  been  found  fighting  side  by  side 
with  liiose  who  contended  for  these  great  and  glo- 
rious principles.  He  was  distressed  to  hear  him 
surrender,  as  il  struck  him,  the  strongest  position 
their  j)arly  occupied.  The  public  mind  had  been 
enlightened  on  the  subject  of  the  tariif  and  a  Uni- 
ted States  bank.  We  have  met  the  enemy,  (said 
Mr.  V.,)  and  swept  them  with  victory — a  victory 
proclaimed  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other;  and  now,  he  feared,  the  gentleman  was 
giving  his  aid  to  the  enemy  to  rally  iiis  scattered 
legions. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vin- 
ton] said  il  liad  never  been  intended  by  the  friends 
of  internal  improvement  to  prosecute  the  system 
by  creating  a  public  debt.  If  so,  why  were  they 
told  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  and  all  who 
had  spoken  on  that  side,  that  by  a  capricious  veto 
the  President  had  deprived  the  country  of  the  ben- 
efit of  these  works  of  internal  improvemeiu  ?  Did 
they  not  tell  them  that  the  credit  of  the  country 
was  sinking,  its  resources  being  exhausted,  and 
that  direct  taxes  would  have  to  be  resorted  to;  and 
yet  did  we  not  hear  from  them  murmurs  and  com- 
plaints that  tliis  was  a  tyrannical  exercise  of  the 
veto  power,  depriving  the  country  of  those  im- 
provements to  which  it  was  entitled  from  the  Gen- 
eral Government.'  He  said  to  his  friend  from 
Tennessee,  Beware  how  you  rise  and  give  your 
support  to  this  doctrine.  Beware  how  you  opeii 
the  door  of  Congress  and  acknowledge  this  power; 
how  you  open  the  door  by  which  uncounted  mil- 
lions may  be  appropriated.  We  were  told  in  the 
contest  of  1840,  that  the  United  States  bank  was 
an  "  obsolete  idea,"  that  the  people  had  passed 
judgment  on  il,  and  thai  sentence  of  death  was 
executed,  and  why  make  the  bank  an  issue?  And 
ycl  Mr.  Tyler,  when  lie  had  the  moral  courage  to 
veto  the  bank  bill,  received  the  loud  curses  of  the 
Whigs,  and  was  ranked  with  every  traitor  from 
Judas  Iseariot  down.  Ah  !  it  was  not  dead.  He 
warned  his  friend  from  Tennessee  it  was  like  the 
benumbed  serpent;  once  warm  il  again  into  life 
under  Whig  nursing,  and  it  would  come  forth  from 
its  scaly  folds  ready  for  ruin  and  destruction. 
Revive  this  gigantic  scheme  of  internal  improve- 
ments; saddle  the  country  with  a  debt  of  #200,- 
000;000,  destroy  its  credit,  and  you  would  hear 
from  one  side  of  this  Hall  to  the  other  the  Whig 
party  calling  out  for  a  great  "  regulator,"  a  remedy 
for  the  distresses  of  the  people,  a  United  Stales 
bank.  He  recollected  the  spasms,  the  dying  throes 
of  that  monster.  Whatever  might  bq  said  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  the  glorious  victory  of  New  Orleans 
was  small  compared  with  the  moral  courage  with 
which  he  seized  that  monster  by  the  throat  and 
gave  it  its  death  struggle,  Our  liberties  survived 
the  shock,  it  was  true;  but  he  was  unwilling  that 
they  should  again  be  put  to  so  severe  a  test.  He 
warned  liis  friend  from  Tennessee.  Let  it  not  be 
a  barren  triumjih;  aid  not  to  introduce  and  re- 
establish a  system  by  which  debt  after  debt  is  to 
be  accumulated,  and  such  burdens  as  should  bring 
back  a  high  tariff,  a  United  Stales  bank  and  all  the 


evils  of  their  train.  He  portrayed  vividly  the 
corrupting  influence  of  the  bank  over  individual 
members  of  Congress — the  despotic  influence  of  a 
creditor  over  a  debtor — and  ils  blighting  influence 
upon  the  trade  and  general  interests  of  the  coun- 
try; the  numberless  abuses  and  corruptions  of  the 
system  of  log-rolling  to  which  appropriations  for 
internal  improvements  would  inevitably  give  rise, 
and  the  influence  which  might  be  brought  to  bear 
through  both  these  systems  upon  Presidential 
elections. 

He  commented  more  particularly  upon  the  de- 
signation given  by  Mr.  Stanton  to  a  portion  of  the 
President's  message  of  "  philological"  and  "  met- 
aphysical." 

Mr.  STANTON  (Mr.  V.  yielding  at  his  re- 
quest) wished  to  make  a  single  remark.  The  gen- 
tleman seemed  to  have  taken  it  tipon  himself  to 
give  him  a  sort  of  lecture  to-day  upon  his  opin- 
ions, for  which  he' was  very  much  obliged.  But 
if  the  gentleman  represented  him  as  saying  that 
the  President's  message  generally  was  of  that 
character — that  it  was  metaphysical  or  philologi- 
cal, he  was  mistaken;  he  had  said  no  so  such  thing. 
He  had  spoken  of  the  power  to  regulate  commerce, 
of  that  part  of  the  President's  argument,  and  also 
of  the  historical  part  of  the  President's  message, 
and  had  argued  contrary  to  the  conclusions  at 
which  the  President  arrived,  as  the  gentleman 
would  distinctly  recollect. 

Mr.  VENABLE.     I  distinctly  recollect. 

Mr.  STANTON  said,  with  the  gentleman's 
leave,  he  would  now  trespass  upon  his  indulgence 
to  reply  to  another  part  of  his  lecture.  [Cries  of 
"No,  no."] 

He  would  say  but  a  single  word.  He  had  said 
that  he  would  sooner  trust  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment the  power  to  make  works  of  internal  im- 
provement than  to  moneyed  corporations.  He 
would  sooner  have  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  make  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  free  than 
to  have  the  canal  around  its  falls  in  the  hands  of  a 
corjioration  who  levied  immense  taxes  upon  all 
the  commerce  of  the  West.  And  he  thought  it 
more  democratic  that  the  Government  should  do  it 
than  to  confide  such  an  immense  power — a  power 
in  which  the  whole  country  were  so  vitally  inter- 
ested— to  a  corporation. 

Mr.  VENABLE,  resuming,  said  that  ♦every- 
thing he  had  said  had  been  with  the  most  pro- 
found respect  for  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
and  nothing  unkind  had  been  intended.  He  had 
intended  to  state  that  the  gentleman  had  said  that 
so  far  as  the  question  of  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce  was  concerned,  the  President's  mes- 
sage was  philological  and  metaphysical.  If  liy 
that  he  intended  that  he  most  clearly  set  forth  his 
meaning  by  his  words,  and  that  his  conclusions 
from  his  premises  were  clear  and  irresistible,  ho 
agreed  with  the  gentleman.  With  reference  to  the 
historical  parts  of  the  message,  he  had  not  been 
able  to  see  in  what  respect  they  were  incorrect; 
but  as  he  had  not  examined  it  particularly,  he 
would  not  now  dispute  that  point  with  his  fiiend 
from  Tennessee. 

He  further  contested  some  of  the  positions  taken 
by  Mr.  Stanton,  and  enforced  his  views  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  entire  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments. 

His  friend  from  Tennessee,  he  said,  misunder- 
stood him.  His  purpose  had  not  been  to  read  a 
lecture  to  the  gentleman.  It  would  have  been  a 
presumption  on  his  part,  of  which  he  hoped  ho 
never  should  be  guilty.  But  he  could  not  let  the 
opportunity  pass  to  express  his  hope  that  no  fiiend 
of  Democratic  principles,  when,  after  thirty  years 
of  conflict,  they  had  well  nigh  succeeded,  when 
they  saw  their  flag  waving  in  triumph,  would  now 
in  any  degree  yield  to  the  enemy.  He  could  say 
this  of  the  Whig  party,  that  for  the  'last  ten  or 
twelve  years  they  were  the  best  people  in  the 
world  to  run  when  there  was  no  prize  to  win;  but 
when  they  came  to  the  ballot-box  in  the  Presi- 
dential contest,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
would  find  that  they  would  not  clog  old  "  Rough 
and  Ready"  with  any  such  burdens  as  he  seemed 
disposed  to  place  u|M)n  him.  He  had  never  said 
that  he  was  in  favor  of  a  United  States  bank,  or 
in  favor  of  a  high  protective  tariff.  He  knew 
nothing  about  them.  For  many  years  he  had 
been  too  much  engaged  in  military  life  to  turn  his 
attention  to  them.  He  would  be  clogged  neither 
■  by  these  nor  the  Wilmot  proviso.  Upon  these 
I  subjects  he  bad  been  exceedinu;ly  cautious  in  his 
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communications,  as  was  manife.st  from  hi.s  letter 
to  a  gentleman  in  Mobile.  He  (Mr.  V.)  did  not 
come  to  this  House  as  a  President-maker;  but  one 
thing  he  would  say,  that  he  would  sustain  the 
claims  of  no  candidate  who  either  withheld  his 
opinions  from  the  public,  or  who  did  not  unequiv- 
ocally adopt  the  Democratic  creed.  No  man  was 
more  willing  to  vote  thanks  to  our  gallant  officers 
and  soldiers  ;  but  he  desired  to  know  whether  the 
hero  of  Buena  Vista  stood  pledged  to  the  doctrines 
held  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania. 

There  was,  however,  another  question  of  grave 
importance  to  which  he  wished  to  direct  attention 
for  a  fev/  minutes.  Within  a  few  days  they  had 
had  a  resolution  submitted  by  a  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hudson]  in  favor  of  with- 
drawing our  troops  from  beyond  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  giving  up  all  indemnity.  Well,  but  after  the 
Hou.se  had  been  forced  to  a  vote  upon  it,  and  after 
a  reconsideration  by  nearly  a  tie  vote,  there  was 
not  more  than  forty-one  votes  in  this  House  to 
stand  by  it.  Again,  there  was  another  resolution 
offered — a  vote  of  thanks  to  General  Taylor — and 
he  had  nothing  to  say  against  that  gallant  soldier, 
for  he  had  fought  well.  But  when  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Henley]  offered  an  amendment 
to  express  the  fact  that  General  Taylor  and  the 
army  under  his  command  were  engaged  in  fighting 
for  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  country,  another 
amendment  was  offered  by  a  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  Ashmun]  declaring  the  war  to  have 
been  unnecessarily  and  unconstitutionally  begun 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  There 
were  eighty-five  members  of  this  House  who  stood 
up  to  sustain  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  Now,  all  he  (Mr.  V.)  had  to  say 
at  this  time  was,  that  he  was  a  friend  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, and  he  justified  Mr.  Polk  in  every 
step  he  had  taken  during  this  war.  He  believed  it 
was  a  war  in  defence  of  the  honor,  the  glory,  and 
the  rights  of  the  country,  and  his  whole  heart  and 
soul  were  in  it.  This  Congress  was  the  grand  in- 
quest of  the  nation;  of  this  House,  one  branch  of 
Congress,  eighty-five  gentlemen  had  voted  that  Mr. 
Polk  had  violated  the  Constitution — that  every 
drop  of  blood  which  had  been  shed,  every  bone 
that  now  whitened  the  plains  of  Mexico,  every 
agony  that  had  been  produced,  was  attributable  to 
the  President's  unnecessarily  and  unconstitution- 
ally commencing  this  war.  This  the  gentlemen 
opposite  had  declared  by  their  votes,  and  he  called 
upon  them  to  impeach  the  President.  They  had 
a  majority  in  this  House,  and  therefore  they  could 
impeach  the  President  if  he  had  been  guilty  of  un- 
necessarily and  unconstitutionally  involving  this 
country  in  war.  He  called  upon  them  as  honest 
men  and  as  brave  men  to  come  up  and  bring  the 
question  fairly  and  fully  before  the  public. 

He  repeated,  if  they  believed  it,  as  doubtless 
they  did;  if  they  had  voted  in  good  faith,  and  that 
he  would  not  question;  if  they  were  firm  men,  as 
he  knew  they  were;  if  they  were  brave  men,  which 
none  could  doubt,  let  them  come  up  to  the  scratch. 
He  knew  one  Senator  from  Massachusetts  had  dis- 
qualified himself  for  trying  the  impeachment  by  a 
speech  he  had  made  at  Springfield;  but  if  eighty- 
five  gentlemen  of  this  House  believed  the  Pres- 
ident to  be  a  murderer;  if  they  believed  Mr.  Polk 
had  wantonly,  unnecessarily,  and  unconstitution- 
ally brought  on  the  war;  if  he  had  unnecessarily 
and  unconstitutionally  steeped  one  nation  in  blood 
and  clothed  another  in  mourning — if  he  had  been 
guilty  of  so  high  an  offence,  he  would  be  deserving 
of  the  malediction  of  the  present  age  and  the 
execration  of  posterity;  and  he  called  upon  tlie 
majority  in  this  House  to  present  articles  of  im- 
peachment. If  the  President  had  stained  the  page 
of  history  with  blood,  let  them  wipe  it  out.  Let 
gendemen  stand  forth  and  say,  "  this  blood  shall 
not  be  on  our  skirts."  He  (IVlr.  V.)  courted  such 
a  result.  He  again  called  upon  gentlemen  in  the 
majority  to  file  their  impeachment.  The  Pres- 
ident was  ready  to  meet  them,  and  the  voice  of  the 
people  would  sustain  him.  He  would  also  be 
sustained  by  those  gallant  legions  who  had  gained 
and  covered  themselves  over  with  glory  in  all  their 
battles.     The  President  was   ready  to  meet  any 
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articles  of  impeachment  thegentleman  might  prefer; 
and  no  man  should  fear  who  was  surrounded  by 
the  breastworks  of  truth  and  justice. 

He  trusted  at  some  future  time  to  have  the  op- 
portunity again  to  speak  of  this  war;  but  he  now 
asked,  if  the  proposition  were  true  that  the  Pres- 
ident had  wantonly,  in  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, made  an  aggressive  and  cruel  war,  tliat  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side,  they  being  in  the  major- 
ity, would  boldly  appeal  to  the  people  of  this  great 
country  to  condemn  the  President  as  the  author  of 
so  much  agony  and  ruin  which  had  been  inflicted 
on  a  sister  Republic.  If  we  have  no  just  claim  on 
Mexico — if  the  glorious  stars  and  stripes  are  to  be 
trailed  in  the  dust — why,  let  it  be  known  and  seen; 
for  he  could  not  discover  how  our  officers  and 
soldiers  could  cover  themselves  with  honor  and 
glory,  if  the  war  and  our  conquests  were  uncon- 
stitutional and  iniquitous.  He  (Mr.  V.)  stood  on 
the  broad  platform  of  the  President's  message. 
He  did  not  believe  any  peace  could  be  assented  to 
that  did  not  obtain  indemnity  for  the  past  and 
security  for  the  future,  together  with  the  expenses 
of  the  war. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  next  rose, 
but  said  it  was  not  with  the  intention  to  occupy 
more  than  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  of  the  time  of  the 
Committee.  He  merely  rose  to  say  a  few  words 
on  one  of  the  topics  which  had  occupied  no  incon- 
siderable portion  of  the  time  of  the  House  for  the 
last  few  days.  He  was,  he  confessed,  somewhat 
amused  yesterday  on  listening  to  the  full  and  elabo- 
rate defence  of  the  measures  of  the  Administration 
by  gentlemen  who  addressed  the  committee.  The 
state  of  feeling  must  be,  indeed,  very  agreeable  with 
which  the  President  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury witnessed  the  success  of  all  their  measures — 
if  they  were  so  successful  as  gentlemen  described 
them.  He  (Mr.  R.)  had  supposed,  however,  there 
had  been  some  trouble  attendant  on  their  measures, 
and  that  to  sustain  the  burdens  which  the  country  has 
nowto  bear  had  given  sore  affliction  to  themindof  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  To  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  meet  these  expenses,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  recommended,  first,  a  duty  on  tea  and 
coffee;  and,  in  the  second  place,  he  had  taken  the 
position  that  the  only  way  to  raise  sufficient  reve- 
nue was  to  reduce  the  price  of  the  public  lands. 
Such  were  his  great  schemes  of  finance. 

Mr.  R.  did  not  design,  however,  on  this  occasion, 
to  go  into  these  matters,  and  show  their  inconsist- 
ency. He  had  no  intention  to  go  into  an  exami- 
nation of  the  statements  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who  seemed  to  have  more  regard  for 
some  abstract  mode  of  argument  than  for  practical 
details  and  the  preparation  of  just  estimates  of  the 
means  that  were  necessary  to  meet  the  demands 
on  the  treasury.  Nor  did  he  mean  to  undertake  to 
settle  the  important  difficulties  of  this  war,  which 
afflicted  his  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  House; 
nor  those  which  troubled  them  respecting  the  im- 
provements of  harbors  and  rivers;  and  he  could 
only  express  the  hope  that  his  friend  from  Tennes- 
see [Mr.  Stanton]  would  receive  with  due  meek- 
ness the  admonition  which  had  been  administered 
by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Ven- 
ABLE.]  In  such  matters  it  was  not  for  him  (Mr. 
R.)  to  interfere.  But  there  was  one  single  point 
in  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
in  relation  to  the  subject  of  harbors  and  rivers,  on 
which  he  had  risen  to  say  a  word.  Pie  had  had 
occasion  to  refer  to  the  President's  message  on  this 
subject,  and  he  must  confess  that  some  of  its  state- 
ments had  struck  him  with  great  surprise.  The 
purport  of  one  of  these  statements  was,  that  the 
system  of  harbor  and  river  improvements  had,  in 
fact,  originated  during  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Adams,  and  that  it  was  greatly  restrained,  and 
almost  abolished,  during  the  administration  of 
General  .Tackson.  In  shore,  that  it  lay  at  the  door 
of  his  (Mr.  R.'s)  side  of  the  House,  and  that  the 
remedy  was  to  be  ascribed  to  the  other.  He 
thought,  however,  that  they  were  not  entitled  to 
the  undivided  honor;  and  hence  the  statement  had 
been  made  in  ignorance,  or  with  a  desire  to  deceive 
the  public  mind. 
With  regard  to  this  matter,  he  would  refer  to  a 


few  facts  to  show  that  the  President  had  not  truly 
presented  them  to  the  country.  The  President 
states,  in  his  message,  that  the  power  to  appropriate 
money  for  internal  improvements  was  never  claim- 
ed for  thirty  years  after  the  organization  of  the 
Government.  Now,  it  so  happened  that  it  was 
claimed,  and  sustained  by  an  able  argument  by 
Mr.  Gallatin,  in  1808,  in  a  report  which  he  at  that 
time  made  to  Congress.  He  would  advert  for  a 
moment  to  the  resolution  under  which  it  was 
made. 

The  honorable  gentleman  here  read  Mr.  Worth- 
ington's  resolution  of  the  2d  March,  1807,  which 
was  offered  and  adopted  as  a  substitute  for  two 
others,  which  contemplated  some  improvements 
in  the  Chesapeake  bay,  &c.  The  substitute  was 
adopted  by  the  Senate  almost  unanimously,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  for  there  were  but 
three  in  the  negative,  and  twenty-two  in  the  affirm- 
ative. Those  in  the  negative  were  from  the  States 
of  Nev/ Jersey,  Rhode  Island,  and  New-Hamp- 
shire. 

Thus  at  that  early  period  not  only  was  that  right 
claimed,  but  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  make  a 
full  inquiry,  and  report  thereon,  and  that  report  he 
(Mr.  R.)  had  before  liim.  He  should  not,  how- 
ever, undertake  to  read  it,  for  it  embraced  twenty 
pages  of  the  volume  which  he  held  in  his  hand, 
going  minutely  into  the  details  of  the  subject^  He, 
however,  read  extracts  specifying  different  classes 
of  public  works,  and  recommending  an  expendi- 
ture of  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  which  improve- 
ments, at  an  annual  appropriation  of  two  millions, 
could  all  be  accomplished  in  ten  years.  This, 
then,  afforded  evidence  to  contradict  the  express 
declaration  of  the  President,  which  he  had  so  re- 
cently made  to  the  country. 

But  that  was  not  all.  In  1818,  Mr.  Calhoun 
made  a  report  on  this  subject  when  he  was  in  the 
Department  of  War.  From  that  report  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  read  various  Extracts,  and  also 
from  other  documents,  to  sustain  the  position  which 
he  had  taken  that  the  President  had  not  truthfully 
represented  the  origin  of  this  claim.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  also  proceeded  to  controvert  an- 
other statement  of  the  President's  message,  which 
eet  forth  that  during  Mr.  Adams's  administration 
many  appropriations  were  made  embracing  roads, 
rivers,  harbors,  and  canals. 

The  idea  conveyed  by  this  was,  that  some  new 
doctrine  was  established  by  Mr.  Adams's  admin- 
istration, which  was  not  the  fact.  No  appropria- 
tions were  made  during  that  administration  for  the 
construction  of  roads,  except  such  as  had  been 
provided  for  from  the  beginning  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  roads  for  which  appropriations  were 
made  were  those  of  the  Territories,  for  which  the 
Government  had  always  and  does  still  provide. 
The  honorable  gentleman  here  read  from  a  Con- 
gressional report  a  statement  of  appropriations 
made  and  the  objects  to  which  they  were  devoted, 
to  show  that  they  were  for  roads  lying  in  Wiscon- 
sin, Michigan,  Arkansas,  and  Florida.  There 
was,  however,  one  bill  signed  by  Mr.  Adams  for 
a  road  in  Maine.  In  explanation  of  this,  and  to 
show  that  General  Jackson  signed  bills  of  a  simi- 
lar character,  the  honorable  gentleman  read  an  ex- 
tract from  some  work,  the  title  and  contents  of 
which  were  not  distinctly  heard  at  the  reporter's 
desk.  He  then  proceeded  to  show  that  the  accu- 
sation that  Mr.  Adams  approved  and  signed  bills 
for  making  and  improving  canals  was  not  true. 
By  voluminous  documentary  evidence,  he  proceed- 
ed to  sustain  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams, 
and  to  show  that  it  had  been  misrepresented  by 
the  President,  and  with  that  view  referred  to  the 
course  pursued  and  the  appropriations  made  during 
the  adniiinistrations  of  General  Jackson,  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  and  Mr.  Tyler. 

He  further  read  that  part  of  the  message  which 
states  that,  prior  to  182(),  there  had  been  made  no 
appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  navigabIS 
rivers.  This  statement,  he  said,  was  also  errone- 
ous. In  1824,  an  act  was  passed  apiiropriating 
$75,000  for  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi rivers;  in  IBS."),  an  act  for  removing  ob- 
Btructions  from  tha  mouth  of  the  Grand  river, — 
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and  this  in  the  very  fece  of  the  declaration  of  the 
President,  that,  prior  to  1826,  the  time  fixed  upon 
as  Ijein^  ti\e  time  Mr.  Adams  came  into  power, 
there  was  no  appropriation  for  the  improvement 
of  any  navigable  rivers.  Here  was  another  gross 
'  misstatement  of  facts.  But  he  had  not  intended 
to  ?o  at  all  at  length  into  this  subject. 

There  was  one  other  view  contained  in  this 
message,  which  appeared  rather  from  the  reading 
of  it  from  beginning  to  end,  than  from  any  par- 
ticular clause:  that  was,  that  General  Jackson 
checked  and  arrested  the  system  of  internal  im- 
provements; that  he  had  found  it  in  a  very  pros- 
perous condition,  plunging  the  country  into  bank- 
ruptcy and  immense  expenditure;  and  that  by  his 
timely  interference  this  system  was  destroyed. 
That  was  totally  untrue.  There  never  was  a  more 
gross  misstatement.  What  were  the  facts?  By 
referring  to  the  report  which  he  held  in  his  hand, 
which  gave  the  details  of  every  single  measure  of 
this  cliaracter,  it  would  be  found  that,  prior  to 
1826,  between  1806  and  1824,  the  ap]3ropriations 
of  this  character  for  roads  were  :«i965,112.  From 
this  report  it  appeared  that  the  whole  amount  ap- 
propriated during  Mr.  Adams's  administration  for 
roads,  liarbors,  rivers,  and  everything  of  that 
character,  was  s2, 311, 475  2G;  and  during  General 
Jackson's  administration,  which  it  was  claimed 
had  checked  this  whole  system,  what  did  they 
suppose  was  the  whole  amount  of  these  appropri- 
ations.' Why,  10,582,000  and  odd  dollars— more 
than  four  times  as  much  as  was  appropriated  du- 
ring Mr.  Adams's  administration.  And  during 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration,  after  this  system 
had  been  killed,  as  was  claimed — when  it  was  en- 
tirely dead — the  amount  of  bills  of  the  .same  char- 
acter approved  by  him  was  2,223,000  and  odd 
dollars.  In  the  first  year  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's 
administration,  J52,000,000  of  this  was  appropri- 
ated; so  that  these  appropriations,  in  one  year  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration,  after  this  much- 
boasted  execution  of  this  whole  system  by  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  amounted  to  as  much,  within  a  very 
small  sum,  as  the  whole  amount  appropriated  du- 
ring Mr.  Adams's  entire  administration.  It  fur- 
ther appeared  from  this  report  that  the  whole 
amount  ever  appropriated  for  works  of  internal 
improvement  was  )fl7,199,223,  of  which  they  had 
seen  that  more  than  ten  and  a  half  millions  were 
for  bills  approved  by  General  Jackson. 

Now,  he  was  persuaded  that,  upon  this  subject, 
the  country  at  large  were  not  at  all  aware  of  the 
facts,  and,  iVom  the  reading  of  this  message,  an 
impression  was  conveyed  totally  adverse  and  di» 
reclly  opposed  to  the  real  facts  as  he  had  shown 
them  to  exist.  But  it  was  said  that  these  worlcs 
were  of  a  dilTsrent  character  from  those  works 
which  were  signed  during  Mr.  Adams's  admin- 
istration. Such  was  not  the  fact.  With  re- 
gard to  the  appropriations  embraced  in  the  bill 
which  was  vetoed  by  Mr.  Polk  at  the  last  session, 
a  very  large  part  of  them  were  for  the  very  same 
work's  wjiich  were  commenced  during  General 
Jackson's  administration.  Now,  it  appeared  to 
him,  in  view  of  these  well  known  facts,  that  the 
statement  made  by  the  President  of  the  history  of 
this  system  was  grossly  untrue  and  deceptive,  and 
unworthy  of  any  Chief  Magistrate.  He  ought  to 
have  known  the  truth  concerning  this  matter;  he 
ought  to  have  been  informed  in  relation  to  it.  If 
so,  he  should  not  have  sent  forth  a  document  in- 
tended to  convey  a  false  impression.  If  he  was 
ignorant  of  the  facts,  he  ou^ht  to  have  informed 
himself  before  making  a  stivtement  upon  the  sub- 
ject. Whatever  might  be  the  case,  the  message 
was  calculated  to  produce  an  entirely  erroneous 
impression  upon  the  country. 

In  relation  to  tlie  af)nortionment  of  these  appro- 
priations among  the  dillerent  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, he  had  but  a  word  to  say.  He  had  .said  that 
the  whole  amount  of  appropriations  of  this  charac- 
ter ever  made  was  about  p7,000,0(t0.  From  these, 
hi.s  section  of  the  country,  or  his  Slate,  had  never 
been  particularly  benefited,  although  upon  the 
Atlantic  seaboard,  and  very  largely  interested  in 
foreign  and  domestic  commerce.  Of  tliis  amount 
of  f^l7,000,00l),  tiic  New  England  States  Ivid  re- 
ceived, in  round  numbers,  f^l, 106,000;  the  Middle 
•States,  including  Virginia,  $'),!J27,000;  the  .South 
and  Southwest,  exclusive  of  Virginia,  $4,395,000; 
and  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan,  Wisconsin,  and 
Iowa,  ^5,770,000. 

His  lionoraljje  friend   from  South  Carolina  near 
him  [Mr.  Hul.mcs]  wanted  he   should  see  how 


much  had  been  expended  in  South  Carolina.  He 
would  endeavor  to  oblige  thegentleman,  if  he  could, 
by  ascertaining  the  amount.  Ke  referred,  playful- 
ly, to  the  proposed  appropriation  for  Charleston 
harbor,  w]\ich  was  last  session  struck  out  in  the 
House,  and  remarked  that  it  was  struck  out  prob- 
ably against  the  gentleman's  vote. 

Mr.  COBB  inquired  if  it  was  not  understood 
that  it  was  stricken  out  because  no  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  would  vote  for  the  bill.' 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  replied,  that  he  could  not 
undertake  to  say  what  was  the  understanding  in 
the  Flouse.  It  was  suggested  by  those  around 
him  that  it  was  not  put  in  because  his  friend  from 
South  Carolina  went  behind  the  Speaker's  chair, 
and  did  not  vote. 

Mr.  HOLMES.     I  voted  directly  against  it. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL.  Against  the  bill.'  But 
how  did  the  gentleman  vote  upon  the  particular 
item  for  this  harbor? 

Mr.  HOLMES'S  reply  was  not  heard  by  the 
reporter. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  concluded  by  remarking  that 
the  subject  was  one  of  great  national  importance, 
and  not  confined  merely  to  local  interest.  And  no 
portion  of  the  country  received  as  little  as  his  did, 
not  only  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  vessels 
engaged  in  commerce,  both  foreign  and  domestic, 
but  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  harbors  which 
needed  to  be  improved,  and  to  the  entire  popula- 
tion . 

Mr.  LINCOLN  obtained  the  floor. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  progress,  and 
then  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred : 

By  Mr.  GOTT:  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Sj-racuse, 
New  Yorlt,  praying  Congress  to  put  a  stop  at  once  to  the 
bloody  and  desolating  war  with  Mexico,  and  tliat  proposals 
may  be  made  as  soon  as  practicable  to  all  the  nations  with 
wliom  this  Government  maintains  intercourse  for  treaty 
stipulations  which  shall  bind  the  parties  to  the  sctllement 
of  all  future  international  difficulties  by  peaceful  arbitra- 
tion. 

By  Mr.  CROWELL  :  The  petition  of  T.evi  Nichols  and 
others,  citizens  of  Warren,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  for  a 
further  reduction  of  postage.  Also,  the  petition  of  .lohn  P. 
Converse,  praying  an  allowance  of  his  expenses  whilst  act- 
ing as  special  agent  for  the  Post  Office  Department,  in  set- 
tling the  claims  of  certain  toll-bridges  against  Converse  5t 
Reese,  mail  contractors  from  Sandusky  to  Detroit.  Also, 
the  pptllion  of  A.  Dooliltle  and  others,  citizens  of  Trum- 
bull, Portage,  and  Summit  counties,  for  a  tri-weekly  mail 
route  from  Warren,  Trumbull  county,  to  Hudson,  in  Sum- 
mit county. 

By  Mr.  DICKIiVSON :  A  petition  from  the  heirs-at-law  of 
John  B.  Beaugralidj  praying  Congress  to  carry  into  effect  the 
provisions  of  the  6th  ariicle  of  the  treaty  of  the  17th  March, 
1842,  with  the  Wyandot  Indians.  Also,  the  petition  of  H. 
Burret  and  188  others,  citizens  of  Ohio,  praying  Congress 
to  improve  and  protect  the  harbor  of  Perrysbnrg,  on  the 
Maumec.  river.  Also,  the  petition  of  cilizens  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Crawford  and  Wyandot,  Ohio,  praying  Congress  for 
a  tri-weekly  mail  route  from  Bueynes,  by  Oceoln,  Upper 
Sandusky,  and  Carey,  to  Findley,  Hancock  county. 

By  Mr.  ROSE:  The  petition  of  John  Morrison,  of  Gene- 
va, New  York,  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  18!9,  for  an  increase 
of  pension. 

By  Mr.  ST.  JOHN:  The  petition  of  Solomon  Hersey, 
praying  compensation  for  property  destroyed  in  the  late  war 
widi  (Jreat  Britain,  &c. 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri :  The  petition  of  Sol.  Frazier 
and  others,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  post  route  from 
Brunswick,  via  IJtica,  to  Gallatin,  Missouri.  Also,  the  pe- 
tition of  sundry  citizens  of  Daviess  county,  Missouri,  upon 
the  same  subject. 

By  Mr.  TURNER  :  The  petition  of  James  Bernard  and 
180  others.  pra\in!r  for  a  mail  roiue  from  Dixon,  Illinois,  to 
Kock  I.<il;ind.  Also,  the  petition  of  Moses  W.  Allen  and200 
others,  ))rajing  Congress  to  bring  the  war  with  Mexico  to  a 
speedy  close. 

By  Mr.  GtDDINGS:  The  petition  of  E.  Wadnand  forty- 
eight  other  inhabitants  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  praying  that  the 
amount  paid  for  two  females,  sold  as  slaves  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  on  an  execution  in  favor  of  th(!  United  Slates, 
may  be  refunded  to  the  purchaser,  he  having  manumitted 
saiii  slaves.  Also,  the  petition  of  Jolui  C.  Vinton  ami  ihjr- 
ty-eight  other  cilizens  of  Ohio,  pr;iying  suclichangf!  of  con- 
stitution and  laws  iis  to  relieve  the  Federal  Government 
from  all  support  of  slaverv. 

By  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut :  The  petition  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Windham  county,  Connecticut,  praying 
Congress  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  securing  an  imme- 
diate and  permanent  peace  with  Mexico,  by  withdrawing 
our  troops  from  her  territory,  rosioring  lier  the  provinces 
which  we  now  occupy,  and  for  Ihi;  appointmentof  commis- 
sioners, Sic. 

By  Mr.  WENTWORTII  :  The  petition  of  Geo.  F.  Bloom 
and  H(mry  S.  Bloom,  of  Will  county,  Illinois,  for  a  pre- 
emption. '.\lso,  the  petition  of  several  ladiesandsentlemen 
of  Wnrrenville,  Du  Page  county,  Illinois,  for  a  speedy  ter- 
mination of  the  war. 

By  Mr.  FULTO.V:  That  the  petition  and  accompanying 
I  papeiM  in  the  case  of  Benjamin  Holland,  on  file  in  Ihe 
I  Clerk's  oftice,  be  referred  to  the  Commitlec  on  Invalid  Pcn- 


IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  January,  11 1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 

a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  agreeably 

j  to  law,  exhibiting  the  expenditure  from  the  con- 

[  tingent  funds  of  the  department,  its  bureaus  and 

:  offices,  during   the   fiscal   year  ending  June  30, 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  the  memorial  of 
John  0.  Means,  praying  compensation  for  services 
as  purser  on  board  the  United  States  brig  Dolphin, 
in  the  year  1843;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  Randolph,  executor  of  Thomas  Jefl'erson, 
deceased,  fovmerly  President  of  the  United  States, 
praying  Congress  to  purchase  the  manuscript 
papers  of  said  Thomas  Jefferson;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  the  petition  and  papers  of 
I.  C.  Montague  and  others,  citizens  of  Memphis, 
Tennessee,  praying  that  bounty  lands  may  be 
granted  to  the  soldiers  of  the  regular  army  who 
served  in  the  battles  of  Palo  Alto,  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  and  Monterey;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CASS,  the  petition  of  Sha- 
drach  Gillet  and  others,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate, 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS,   ETC. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  Mr.  BREESE,  and  Mr.  DIX, 
severally  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow  they 
would  ask  leave  of  the  Senate  to  introduce  certain 
bills. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  stated,  that  the  discussion  on 
the  Military  bill  had  extended  further  than  he  had 
anticipated,  and  he  thought  it  proper  that  he  should 
notify  the  Senate  that  he  would  call  up  his  resolu- 
tions to-morrow,  during  the  morning  hour;  not  for 
the  purpose  of  having  a  general  discussion  upon 
them,  but  merely  in  order  to  submit  some  remarks 
which  he  had  intended  to  make  upon  them  at  an 
early  period. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  DAYTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration,  which  lies  over  under  the 
rule : 

Resolveil,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  furnish  to 
the  Senate  (if  in  his  judgment  not  incompatible  with  the 
public  service)  copies  of  the  letter  referred  to  in  his  message, 
ofGeneral  Scott,  of20th  May,  1837, and  of  Ihe  letterof  Gen- 
eral Taylor  of  23tli  October.  18-16,  on  the  subject  of  "  forced 
contributions  in  Mexico,"  and  of  all  other  correspondence 
oit  that  subject  (if  any)  not  heretofore  communicated. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  submit'ed  the  following  res- 
olution for  consideration,  which  lies  over  under 
the  rule: 

Resolrcd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate,  for  the  information  of  the  Senate, 
the  corrcspoiidcnrc  between  the  Conimi.-sioner  frem  the 
Uniir-d  States  and  the  Connnissionprs  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Mexico  to  negotiate  with  him,  during  the  sus- 
pension of  hostilities,  after  the  battles  of  Contreras  and 
Cliurnbnsco  ;  and  any  other  information  which  may  enable 
the  Senate  to  understand  the  terms,  progress,  and  issue  of 
that  neaoiiation,  so  faras  he  may  deem  the  same  not  incom- 
patible with  the  public  interests. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BADGER,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Isaac  Varnes, 
senior,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED  ON  LEAVE. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  ASHLEY  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Creed  Taylor;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  reYerred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Oflice  and  Post  Roads. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  ASHLEY  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  alter  and  amend 
the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  FELCH  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  a]iply  certain 
alternate  sections  of  the  ])ublic  domain  toward  the 
completion  of  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal, 
in  the  State  of  Michigan;  which  was  read  the  first 
and  second  times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
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to  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Susan  E.  Gordon,  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  M.  also  submitted  a  report  on  the  subject, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CASS,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  an  increase  of  the  medi- 
cal staff  of  the  army  for  a  limited  time;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  RUSK,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  had  been  referred 
the  petition  of  Jones  &  Boker,  submitted  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  foi-  their  relief;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  autho- 
i-izing  persons  to  whom  reservations  of  land  have 
been  made  under  Indian  treaties  to  alienate  the 
same  in  fee,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Doniphan's  expedition. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
resolutions,  submitted  by  Mr.  Benton  on  the  3d 
instant: 

Resolved,  Tliat  there  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate 

■ copies  nf  the  tour  or  memoir  of  Dr.  Wislizetius, 

through  the  northern  parts  of  Mexico,  as  physician  lo.Col. 
Doniphan's  column  ;  being  a  iiistory  of  the  expedition  of 
Col.  Doniphan,  with  scientific  observations  upon  the  face  of 
the  country.     Also,  tiiat  there  be  engraved  or  lithoi^raplied 

for  the  use  of  the  Senate, cojjies  of  the  superhcies 

map  whicli  accompanies  the  same.  Also,  the  same  number 
of  the  barometrical  map  of  the  profile  of  elevations  above 
the  level  of  the  sea  from  St.  Louis,  in  Missouri,  on  the  line 
of  march  of  said  expedition,  to  Santa  F6,  in  New  Mexico, 
and  thence  by  Chihuahua,  the  Bolson  de  Mapini,  Parras, 
Saltillo,  and  Monterey,  to  Reynosa,  on  the  Rio  Graiide.  Al- 
so, llio  same  number  of  the  geological  map,  and  the  same 
number'of  the  table  of  meteorological  observations  wiiich 
accompany  the  same. 

Also,  Be  it  resolved,  That copies  of  the  said  me- 
moir, with  the  accompanying  maps,  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  Dr.  Wislizenus. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DIX,  the  resolutions  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

EDITORS  OF  THE  UNION. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Mason  on  the  6th 
instant: 

Resolved,  That  the  editors  of  the  Union,  a  newspaper 
printed  at  Washington,  and  who  were  late  printers  to  the 
Senate,  be  hereafter  entitled  to  the  same  access  to  the  floor 
of  the  Senate  which  is  novv  extended  to  others  who  were 
former  like  printers. 

The  resolution  having  been  read,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  upon  its  adoption — 

Mr.  MANGUM  said:  I  hope  the  question  will 
be  postponed  until  another  day.  The  matter 
seems  to  attract  no  attention  whatever  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  (from  his  seat.)  The  Sen- 
ator mistakes  the  subject  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  What  is  the  resolution, 
then  ? 

Mr.  Vv^ESTCOTT.  It  does  not  refer  to  the  re- 
porters of  the  Senate.  It  is  to  admit  Ritchie  & 
Heiss  to  the  privilege  of  the  floor  of  the-Senate. 
I  believe  they  are  not  now  ofBcers  or  printers  of 
the  Senate.  I  would  inquire  of  the  Senator  as  to 
this  fact.  I  think  the  resolution  proposes  to  give 
the  same  privilege  as  former  printers  to  the  Senate 
now  have.  I  did  not  h^r  the  reading  distinctly, 
but  I  believe  this  is  the  purport. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  CAMERON,  the  resolu- 
tion was  again  read. 

Mr.  CAMERON  then  moved  that  the  resolution 
be  amended  by  inserting  the  words  "and  publish- 
ers" after  the  word  "  editors."  He  believed  that 
Mr.  Heiss  was  known  not  as  editor  but  as  pub- 
lisher of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.  Before  any  question  is 
taken  on  the  resolution,  I  would  suggest  that,  as 
the  Senator  who  introduced  it  is  notnow  in  his 
place,  it  would  be  as  well  that  it  be  permitted  to 
lie  upon  the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT.  I  wish  to  say  one  word.  I 
am  not  opposed  to  this  resolution.  Regarding  it 
as  an  act  of  clemency — a  pardon  by  the  Senate — 
a  mere  act  of  grace — I  shall  vote  for  it,  and  I  pre- 
sume on  that!  ground  no  Senator  will  oppose  it; 
and  if  considered  now,  it  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  The  resolution  is  very  clear 
and  explicit  in  its  terms,  being  intended  merely  to 
extend  to  those  gentlemen  the  same  courtesy  as 
others  in  a  like  situation  are  entitled  to  claim. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment,  it 


was  agreed  to;  and  the  question  then  being  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution  as  amended — 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said :  I  suppose  that  the  purpose 
of  the  mover  of  this  resolution  might  be  accomplish- 
ed by  rescinding  the  resolution  of  the  last  session. 
I  am  not  aware, 'myself,  what  are  the  privileges 
which  are  referred  to;  but  I  am  perfectly  content 
that  the  purpose  of  the  resolution  shall  be  accom- 
plished. I  think  that  the  sense  of  the  Senate,  re- 
garding the  occurrence  which  induced  theresolution 
of  the  last  session,  was  expressed  by  the  passage 
of  that  resolution.  That  purpose  being  accom- 
plished, I  am  perfectly  willing  to  see  the  object  of 
this  resolution  attained.  But  I  think,  though  I 
will  not  urge  it,  T  think  it  would  be  more  perti- 
nently accomplished  by  rescinding  the  resolution 
of  last  session. 

Mr.  MASON, having  returned  to  his  seat,  said: 
When  I  introduced  the  resolution,  I  had  hoped 
that  it  would  be  met  by  those  who  voted  for  the 
resolution  of  last  session,  in  the  s|'iirit  in  which  it 
has  been  met  by  the  distinguished  Senator  from 
Georgia.  I  am  gratified  with  it.  The  resolution 
is  drawn  with  an  earnest  desire  not  to  provoke 
discussion;  and  although  I  should  acquiesce  cheer- 
fully in  a  proposition  to  rescind  the  former  resolu- 
tion, yet  I  iiad  thought,  and  still  think,  and  I  am 
still  further  strengthened  in  this  opinion,  by  con- 
versations which  I  have  had  with  gentlemen 
around  me,  that  the  resolution  will  be  more  ac- 
ceptable in  the  form  in  which  it  now  stands. 

Mr.  DAYTON.  If  the  question  be  put  upon 
the  resolution  as  it  now  stands,  my  impression  is 
that  it  will  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution  as  amended,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

WIDOW  OF  COL.  M<^REA. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  McRea,  widov/ 
of  Lieut.  Col.  William  McRea,  late  of  the  United 
States  army,  deceased,  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  TURNEY  called  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port in  this  case,  and  it  was  read  by  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  CASS  sent  to  the  Secretary's  table  a  letter 
from  Mrs.  McRea,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  PEARCE  said:  When  this  bill  was  before 
the  Senate  at  a  former  session,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to 
oppose  it,  and  I  shall  be  compelled  to  do  so  now. 
I  think  the  report  contains  a  very  erroneous  state- 
ment. I  find  it  stated,  that  if  an  officer  of  the  navy 
dies  in  the  service,  his  widow  will  be  entitled  to  a 
pension;  and  that,  as  both  military  and  naval  pen- 
sions are  now  paid  out  of  the  treasury,  tliere  is  no 
good  reason  for  discriminating  between  widows  of 
officers  of  the  array  and  those  of  officers  of  the 
navy.  Well,  all  this  is  a  mistake.  The  widow 
of  a  naval  officer,  as  I  understand  it,  if  the  officer 
be  killed  in  battle,  or  die  from  exposure  in  the  ser- 
vice, receives  a  pension;  but  not  where  the  officer 
spends  a  life  in  the  service,  receiving  its  honors 
and  emoluments,  and  dies  from  old  age.  It  is  true, 
that  when  the  naval  pension  fund,  created  from 
the  earnings  of  the  navy,  had  accumulated  to  a 
large  amount,  Congress  very  improvidently  passed 
a  law,  by  which  all  widows  of  naval  officers  were 
entitled  to  pensions  from  the  time  of  the  death  of 
their  husbands,  without  reference  to  the  cause  or 
the  manner  of  their  death;  and  so  great  were  the 
arrearages  whicli  were  granted  to  widows  under 
these  circumstances,  that  one  of  them,  I  Icnow,  re- 
ceived the  amount  of  about  twenty  thousand  dol- 
lars. By  means  of  these  heavy  arrearages  being 
granted,  the  fund  became  exhausted,  and  Congress 
then  repealed  the  act,  and  nov/  there  is  no  general 
provision  on  the  subject.  This  bill  is  the  intro- 
duction of  a  new  principle,  and  one  which  I  think 
entirely  indefensible.  Wliy  do  we  give  pensions 
to  the  widows  of  officers  of  the  army  or  navy.'  I 
think  it  is  to  repair  to  them,  in  some  degree,  the 
injury  sustained  by  them  in  the  loss  of  their  hus- 
bands, which  has  been  brought  on  by  exposure  in 
the  service.  It  is  partly  for  this  object,  and  partly 
to  stimulate  officers  in  the  performance  of  their 
duty. 

Mr.  DIX.  Will  the  Senator  allow  this  subject 
to  pass  by  informally,  as  the  honorable  Senator 
who  was  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  last  year,  and  who  made  this  report,  is  not 
now  in  his  ]ilace.' 

Mr.  PEAPtCE  acquiesced,  and  a  motion  being 
made  to  that  effect,  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the 
Cable. 


THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL.. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration,  on  its 
third  reading,  of  the  bill  to  raise,  for  a  limiited  time, 
an  additional  military  force. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  have  said  all  that  I  pro- 
posed to  say  upon  the  part  of  the  subject  to  which 
I  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  yesterday.  It 
is  possible,  however,  that  in  what  I  am  about  to 
offer  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  I  shall  in- 
cidentally refer  to  it  again. 

I  rise  this  morning,  sir,  to  speak,  in  the  first 
place,  of  the  actual  conduct  of  this  war  under  the 
management  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  war  was  recognized  as  existing  on  the  I3lh  of 
May,  1846.  We  are  now  in  the  n-fbnth  of  Jan- 
uary, 1848,  and  to  all  appearance,  the  restoration 
of  peace  is  as  fi\r  off  and  even  further  than  it 
seemed  to  be  on  the  13th  of  May,  1846.  The 
whole  power  of  the  nation,  so  far  as  he  has  deemed 
it  advisable  to  ask  to  have  that  power  devolved 
upon  him,  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive.  Not  anoccasion — although  there  have 
been  so  many  and  such  glorious  ones — has  pre- 
sented itself  in  which  the  American  arms  have  not 
been  triumphant.  And  yet  there  is  no  peace.  My 
opinion  is,  and  has  been  throughout,  that  the 
reason  is  to  be  referred  exclusively  to  the  want  of 
vigor  with  v/hich  the  war  has  been  prosecuted. 
We  have  had  an  ostentatious  and  asserted  vigor, 
but  we  have  had  nothing  else,  as  far  as  the  Presi- 
dent is  concerned. 

I  am  very  far  from  imputing — because  I  am  in- 
capable of  making  a  charge  which  I  do  not  believe 
to  be  true— I  am  very  far  from  imputing,  that  this 
want  of  actual  vigor  has  been  intentional  on  the 
part  of  the  Executive.  So  far  from  it,  I  believe 
that  he  has  been  deluding  himself,  from  time  to 
time,  with  the  idea  that  peace  was  to  be  obtained 
without  the  effusion  of  blood  ;  a  sad  delusion, 
one  which  must  hereafter  constitute  a  great  and 
overwhelming  account  of  responsibility  against 
himself. 

I  said  yesterday,  that  it  was  the  march  of  our 
troops  fiom  the  Nueces  to  the  Rio  Grande  that 
was,  in  my  opinion,  the  immediate  cause  of  the 
war.  I  say  to-day  what  I  have  had  occasion  to 
say  in  other  places,  over  and  over  again,  that  I 
believe  that  that  march  of  itself,  if  it  had  been 
made  with  a  proper  force,  would  not  actually  have 
led  to  such  a  result.  I  have  no  doubt  that  if,  in- 
stead of  sending  the  small  but  gallant  band — the 
heroes  of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma — to 
the  Rio  Grande,  he  had  sent  from  five  thousand  to 
eight  thousand  men,  not  a  drop  of  blood  would 
have  been  shed,  and  no  Mexican  ever  have  ven- 
tured to  have  trodden  the  soil  on  this  side  of  the 
river  in  hostile  attitude.  But,  sir,  the  war  com- 
menced, was  recognized,  and  fifty  thousand  troops, 
with  an  unlimited  amount  of  treasure,  were  freely 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Executive,  together 
with  an  implied  promise,  such  as  to  give  the  Pres- 
ident the  assurance  (if  such  were  needed)  that  this 
unlimited  amount  could,  if  the  expression  may  be 
excused,  be  made  still  more  unlimited.  And  yet 
what  has  he  done.'  Instead  of  calling  out  twenty, 
or  thirty,  or  forty,  or  fifty  thousand  men,  as  he 
was  authorized  to  do  by  the  act  of  the  13th  of 
May,  1846,  he  and  the  officers  at  the  head  of  the 
War  Department  called  them  out  by  driblets,  and 
announcing  to  the  country  from  time  to  time  that 
they  liad  a  sufficiency  of  force  to  conquer  a  peace. 
Vv'hat  has  been  the  consequence.'  That  which 
every  man  of  intelligence  who  speaks  as  bethinks 
must  acknowledge,  that  great,  and  mighty,  and 
extraordinary  as  have  been  the  triumphs  of  the 
American  arms,  thgy  have  hardly  furnished  us 
anything  but  the  glory  attending  them.  They 
have,  to  be  sure,  illustrated  the  American  charac- 
ter for  valor  and  military  skill;  but  they  have 
served  no  other  purpose.  And  why,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent? Because  each  struggle  has  been  at  such  fear- 
ful odds,  that  the  gallant  officers  in  command  have 
been  unable  to  follow  it  up,  or  profit  by  the  re- 
sult. 

Sir,  look  at  the  history  of  the  campaign  on  the 
Rio  Grande.  General  Taylor,  who,  with  a  few 
thousand  men,  inai-ched  to  Monterey,  f}»d  suc- 
ceeded, after  a  dread  and  fearful  conilict,  in  carry- 
ing that  almost  impregnably  fortified  town,  was 
so" far  crippled  that  he  was  unable  to  hold  even  the 
prisoners  that  he  might  take.  What  happened 
afterwards  ?  The  plairof  the  campaign  is  changed; 
some  new  light  dawns  upon  the  miiid^  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, and  Mexico  ia  to  be  stricken  in  a  different 
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part.  There  is  a  point  still  more  vital  to  be  as- 
sailed— a'lioint  still  more  certain,  if  assailed,  to 
lead  to  the  restoration  of  peace,  and  of  the  vindi- 
cation of  our  outraged  rights.  What  is  done? 
General  Taylor  is  stripped  of  what  was  supposed 
to  be  the  very  tlnwer  of  his  command.  Tlie  ene- 
my approached.  Eight  or  ten  millions  of  the 
public  property  were  exposed  to  be  lost,  unless 
preserved  by  llic  gallantry  and  indomitable  valor 
of  the  low  soldiers  left  behind  to  guard  it.  Almost 
with  electric  speed  it  becomes  known  at  the  city 
of  Mexico,  and  an  army  such  as  she  had  never 
before  marched  into  the  field  was  organized, 
amounting  to  some  twenty  or  twenty-five  thou- 
sand troops,  «ind  led  on  by  their  greatest  chief. 

AJr.  President,  much  as  his  ]3revious  successes 
had  satisfied  every  American  that  Taylor,  and  the 
officers  and  men  under  his  command,  were  compe- 
tent to  accomplish  almost  any  triumph  that  human 
power  could  accomplish,  was  there  one  who 
did  not  then  tremble  for  their  fate?  And  the  fact 
that  they  were  not  utterly  annihilated  may  be  con- 
sidered almost  a  military  miracle.  Disparity  of 
force  was  comparatively  nothing  before  the  ener- 
gies of  American  soldiers;  and  in  the  annals  of 
former  military  triumphs,  the  proudest  of  them 
all  will  hereafier  be  regarded  as  nothing  in  com- 
parison with  tlie  victory  of  Bueua  Vista.  They 
are  all  thrown  in  the  shade  by  the  brilliant  light 
of  an  exploit  which,  whilst  it  electrified  the  Amer- 
ican heart,  astounded  the  world. 

Let  us  look  now,  sir,  to  the  campaign  of  last 
year.     General  Scott  was  compelled  to  assail  the 
city  of  Vera  Cruz  with  between  1:2,000  and  14,000 
troops,  and  to  carr}',  at  all  hazards,  a  castle  sup- 
posed to  be  impregnable.    He  succeeded  in  accom- 
plishing it;  but  he  has  done  little  or  nothing  be- 
yond that.    Evei-y  battle  which  was  fought  between 
Vera  Cruz  and  the  city  of  Mexico  was  fought  with 
a  disparity  of  numbers  actually  appalling.     That 
noble  leader  was  forced  to  march  a  distance  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundi-ed  miles  (1  forget 
the  exact  distance)  into  the  enemy's  country,  and 
for  a  great  portion  of  the  way  through   a  dense 
population,  to  assail  a  city  containing  180,000  or 
200,000  inhabitants,  surrounded   by  fortifications, 
■which  were  supposed  to  be  impregnable,  and  with- 
out even  the  means  of  keeping  up  his  communica- 
tion with  the  seaboard  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
supplies.     These  supplies  found  their  way  to  him 
from  time  to  time  by  the  gallantry  of  the  escort, 
who  were  obliged  to  fight  fool  by  foot  almost  every 
mile  of  their  ju-ogress.     And  at  the  end  of  all  his 
great  and  extraordinary  trmmphs,  Scott  finds  him- 
self in   the  city  of  iVle.xico  with  only  some  (j,000 
soldiers.     Now,  sir,  who  does  not  believe  that,  if 
he  had  started  with  an  army  of  30,000  men,  al- 
though he  might  then  have  been  deprived  of  the 
glory  of  his  many  victories,  we  might  have  been 
in  possession  of  the  city  of  Mexico  perhaps  with- 
out the  shedding  of  a  drop  of  blood — American  or 
Mexican?     Who  can  doubt  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
an  Executive  managing  a  war  declared  to  exist  by 
a  Christian  people,  to  do  what  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from   Mississippi  [Mr.  Davis]  said  it  would 
be  the  cflect  of  this  bill  to  accomjilish — not  to  en- 
sure a  triumph  on  the   battle-field,  but  to  avoid  a 
battle  by  accomplishing  success  by  force  of  num- 
bers; to  break  down  the  moral  power  of  the  ene- 
my; to  conquer  a  peace  by  demonstrating  to  that 
enemy  that  resistance  is  in  vain?     All  at  once  (I 
find  no  fault  with  it;  on  the  contrary,  1  rejoice  at 
it)  the  eyes  of  the  Executive  liave   been  opened. 
All  at  once  it  seems  to  be   perceived  by  him,  that 
the  war  heretofore  has  not  iieen  vigorously  prose- 
cuted, cxce[)l  on  paper.     Well,  whose  fault  is  it, 
Mr.  President  ?    Who  would  have  borne  the  dread 
responsibility,  if  our  gallani.  little  army  on  the  Rio 
Grande  had  been  .sacrificed?     Who  would   have 
had  the  efjually  tremendous  responsibility,  if  those 
gallant  spirits  now  in  the  halls  of  the  Montezumas 
liad    been   sacrificed?     The  nations  of  the  world 
would  h  lye  said,  with  one  accord,  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States.     Upon  him  the  responsibility 
for  the  useless  and  cruel  expendiluies  of  blood  and 
of  treasure  woidd   liave  rested.     Sir,  1  make  bold 
10  .say,  in  speaking  in  the  presence  of  those  who 
know  infinitely  more  ufion  such  subjects  than   I 
do,  that  if  the  President  had  called  out  the  50,000 
volunteers  after  hearing  of  the  buttles  of  Palo  Alto 
and  Ue.saca  de  la  Palma,  there  never  would  have 
been  another  blow  strm.k  in  Mexico,  and  peace 
long  since  restored.     Tlie  Mexicans,  to  be  sure, 
have  u  high  and  indomitable  sjiirit,  (I  speak  par- 


ticularly of  that  portion  of  them  who  have  in  their 
veins  the  true  Castilian  blood;)  but  they  know 
there  may  be  a  point  at  which  resistance  ceases  to 
be  avirtue,and  they  would  have  seen  that  that  was 
their  condition  when  they  saw  a  determination  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  to  exert  their  whole 
power  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  purpose  for 
which  war  had  been  declared. 

Who  can  doubt  that,  if  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States  had  announced  that  the  purpose  of 
the  war  was  merely  to  procure  indemnity  for 
wrongs,  and  to  vindicate  outraged  character,  and 
to  maintain  the  honor  of  our  liag,  and  had  placed 
fifty  thousand  troops  in  Mexico,  as  he  might  have 
done,  it  would  have  led  to  a  cessation  of  hostilities  ? 
Sir,  1  think  we  have  no  peace,  because  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  not  exerted  the  power 
which  Congress  placed  in  his  hands,  and  which 
was  intended  to  be  exerted.  1  think,  and  I  there- 
fore charge  upon  him,  that  the  American  blood 
which  has  been  so  freely  poured  out,  has  been 
thus  freely  poured  out  because  of  his  error.  I 
think,  and  1  therefore  charge  upon  him,  that  the 
millions  of  money  which  have  been  spent,  and 
have  yet  to  be  siient,  have  been  and  are  to  be  spent 
because  of  his  error.  This  is  all  that  I  propose  to 
say,  Mr.  President,  on  the  manner  in  which  this 
war  has  been  conducted. 

And  this  leads  me  to  consider  very  briefly  what 
should  be,  in  my  judgment,  the  mode  of  its  further 
prosecution.  I'here  are  only  three  modes  to  be 
resorted  to.  The  first  is,  to  withdraw  the  troops 
altogether — if  not  to  the  Nueces,  to  this  side  of  the 
Rio  Grande.  The  second,  to  withdraw  them  to 
what  is  termed  a  defensive  line;  and  the  third,  to 
carry  on  the  war  in  the  heart  of  the  Mexican  ter- 
ritory until  Mexico  agree  to  terms  of  peace.  I 
prefer  the  last. 

Mr.  President,  in  saying  that  I  prefer  the  last,  1 
do  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood.  I  prefer  the  last 
if  the  end  to  be  obtained  is  ijot  one  which,  in  my 
judgment,  would  tarnish  the  American  name.  1 
prefer  the  last,  if  the  object  to  be  accomplished  is 
merely  the  vindication  of  our  violated  honor,  and 
indemnity  for  our  heretofore  violated  rights.  But 
if  the  purpose  of  this  war  with  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  to  annihihUe  the  nationality  of 
Mexico — if  it  is  the  forcible  dismemberment  of  her 
territory,  then  1  say,  on  my  responsibility  as  a 
Senator  and  a  man,  i  would  not  give  him  a  dollar. 
Sir,  we  live  at  a  time  when  charitcter  is  of  im- 
mense value  with  nations,  as  we  know  it  to  be 
with  individuals;  and.  if  there  be  any  one  thing 
wiiich  more  than  another  stains  national  character, 
it  is  using  national  power  to  inflict  national  injus- 
tice. And  if  there  be  any  national  crime  more  cry- 
ing and  enormous  in  the  opinion  of  all  Christen- 
dom than  any  other,  it  is  the  forcible  dismember- 
ment of  the  territory  of  a  weaker  nation. 

When  1  say,  Mr.  President,  that  I  am  for  fight- 
ing the  war  out,  I  mean  that  I  am  for  fighting  it 
out  in  order  to  "  accom|)lish  the  jiurpose  which  we 
seek  to  have  accomplished;  that  is,  to  have  Ameri- 
can rights  recognized,  and  American  honor  vindi- 
cated; and  so  recognized,  and  so  vindicated,  as  to 
furnish  full  and  complete  security  against  any  sub- 
sequent violation. 

The  first  two  points  to  which  I  have  referred — 
the  proposition  for  withdrawing  the  troops,  and 
that  for  taking  a  defensive  line — 1  have  already 
said  1  cannot  concur  in.  To  withdraw  the  troops 
altogether,  in  my  judgment,  would  be  national 
dishonor;  and  I  cannot,  therefore,  entertain  the 
idea  for  a  moment.  To  take  a  defensive  line  would 
not,  in  my  judgment,  lead  to  peace,  but  would,  on 
the  contiary,  be  perpetual  war;  and  so  far  as  ex- 
pense is  to  be  mentioned  in  any  comparison  with 
the  other  calamities  of  war,  it  would  be  attended 
with  infinitely  greater  expense  than  that  of  fight- 
ing it  out.  Now,  sir,  the  objection  to  carrying 
the  war  on  is,  the  expenditure  of  money  with 
which  it  will  be  necessarily  attended, and  the  con- 
sequent derangement  of  the  whole  financial  condi- 
tion of  the  country.  My  impression  is,  from 
some  examination  which  1  have  given  the /subject, 
and  with  an  anxious  desire  to  arrive  at  a  satisfac- 
tory result,  that  the  war  may  be  carried  on  in 
Mexico  without  the  exjienditure  of  a  single  Amer- 
ican dollar,  and  of  course  without  afifecting  the 
pecuniary  condition  of  the  American  people,  or 
the  ])ecuninry  condition  of  the  (government  itself. 
The  resources  of  the  Mexican  Government,  Mr. 
President,  even  under  all  the  disadvantageous  cir- 
cumstances under  which  that  Government  has  ex- 


isted, are  infinitely  greater,  it  seems  to  me,  than  ia 
generally  supposed.  The  fact  is,  that  until  a  com- 
paratively recent  period — indeed,  until  a  short 
time  before  the  commencement  of  the  war  with 
ourselve.s — the  expenditures  of  their  Government 
have  been  about  ^21,000,000  annually.  And  it 
has  been  appropriated  to  these  purposes:  They 
have  had  an  army  of  30,000  men  always  on  pay, 
costing  the  Government  about  $10,000,000.  They 
have  had  a  civil-list  bill  of  about  ^6,000,000,  and 
interest  to  be  paid  on  the  public  debt  to  the  amount 
of  §5,000,000,  making  <^21,000,000.  Their  army 
has  been  punctually  paid,  their  civil  list  punctu- 
ally me),  and  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  un- 
til, as  I  have  said,  a  comparatively  recent  jieriod, 
has  been  met  with  equal  punctuality.  From  what 
resources,  sir  ?  The  products  of  their  mines,  when 
they  are  in  full  operation;  and  for  a  series  of 
years,  when  in  such  full  operation,  they  have  pro- 
duced §25,000,000  per  year;  they  charge  what  is 
termed  a  transit  duty  on  all  the  bullion  that  is 
drawn  from  the  mines,  until  it  reaches  the  ))ort  of 
exportation.  The  transitduty  is  paid  in  the  form  of 
a  permit,  granted  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  to 
convey  the  bullion  from  town  to  town,  the  permit 
being  renewed  at  each  terminus  until  it  reaches  the 
place  of  exportation;  and  when  it  gets  there,  it  is 
subject  to  an  export  duty  of  one  per  cent.  The 
average  amount  of  these  transport  duties,  until  the 
bullion  reaches  the  place  of. exportation,  is  about 
two-and-a-half  or  three  per  cent.  The  gross 
amount  of  bullion  drawn  from  the  mines,  as  I  have 
said,  is  about  §25,000,000.  The  Senate  will  easily 
perceive  then,  the  amount  derived  from  this  source, 
with  an  average  of  two-and-a-half  or  three  per 
cent,  as  transit  duty,  and  with  a  specific  export 
duty  of  one  per  cent,  upon  the  value  of  every  pound 
of  bullion  e.xported.  The  next  source  of  revenue 
and  the  amount  that  it  raises,  it  is  almost  impossi- 
ble to  calculate,  or  rather,  to  speak  more  correctly, 
the  amount  it  would  raise  if  peace  was  restored  to 
Mexico,  if  that  country  was  restored  to  quiet,  and 
business  operations  were  permitted  to  go  on  in  their 
ordinary  course.  This  source  is  the  stamp  tax. 
They  charge  what  is  termed  a  stamp  tax,  on  every 
description  of  contract  transferring  every  descrip- 
tion of  property  of  or  exceeding  the  value  of  >^500. 
That  is  to  say,  every  contract  between  man  and 
man  relative  to  property  worth  $500,  is  to  be  writ- 
ten upon  stamped  paper,  for  which  the  parties  pay 
to  the  stamp  ofticers  six  dollars.  But  according  to 
their  laws,  contracts  of  this  description  are  left  in 
the  hands  of  a  notary,  and  are  recorded  among 
the  official  transactions  of  the  notary,  making  it 
necessary  for  the  parties  to  the  contract,  if  they 
desire  to  have  in  their  possession  evidence  of  the 
contract,  to  obtain  oincial  copies;  and  the  result  is, 
that  each  one  of  the  parties  almost  invariably  takes 
a  copy  of  the  contract.  The  copy  is  also  written 
on  stamped  paper,  and  for  the  copies  there  is  paid 
six  dollars  each. 

There  is  another  source,  and  that  is  a  duty  on 
the  .sale  of  everything  that  is  sold.  Nothing 
passes  from  hand  to  hand  by  way  of  sale  that  does 
not  pay  a  specific  duty,  regulated  by  the  amount 
of  the  value  of  the  articles  so  passing.  Now,  I  will 
not  estimate  the  amount  thus  derived;  it  is  sufli- 
cientformy  purpose  to  state  the  fact  as  I  understand 
the  fact  to  be,  that  the  amount  of  revenue  received 
from  these  sources  has  been  abundantly  sufficient 
to  enable  the  Government  of  Mexico  to  meet 
punctually  its  disbursements  to  the  amount  of 
fJ2 1,000 ,000.  This  amount  would  support  any 
army  which  wo  might  put  into  the  field;  and 
this  we  would  have  a  perfect  right  to  appropriate. 
Not  to  seize  and  confiscate  individual  property, 
which  is  ablmrrentto  every  sense  of  justice,  which 
would  be  an  act  of  barbarism,  a  dishonor  to  the  age 
in  which  we  live,  and  a  stain  upon  our  national 
character;  but  to  appropriate  the  public  revenue  of 
the  country  so  as  to  enfeeble  the  power  of  their 
Government,  to  reduce  the  military  to  the  same 
standard  as  private  citizens,  and  prove,  by  the  fact 
that  we  are  thoroughly  able  to  enforce  it,  that  the 
restoration  of  peace  depends  on  their  submi.^sion. 
Now,  1  believe  as  confidently  as  1  can  anything  of 
which  we  have  any  certain  knowledge,  that  by 
pursuing  a  cour.se  of  this  description  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enforcinga  termination  of  this  war,  we  shall 
not  only  obtain^  money  as  much  as  is  necessary 
for  the  supporlof  our  army,  but  that  of  the  money 
so  spent,  no  portion  of  it  will  come  from  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  , 

Now,  I  know  the  objection  that  may  be  raised 
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as  to  the  consequence  that  may  result  from  taking 
possession  of  the  whole  country.  1  think  1  can 
see  almost  as  clearly  as  does  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoun,]  the  re- 
sult of  incorporating  the  whole  of  Mexico  into  this 
Union;  and  if  I  believed  that  the  object  was  the 
incorporation  of  the  whole  of  Mexico  into  the 
Union  by  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war,  much 
as  I  should  hang  my  head  in  mortification  and 
shame  for  the  honor  of  my  country,  I  would  will- 
ingly submit  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops,  rather 
than  prosecute  tlie  war  an  hour  longer.  But  I  do 
not  believe  that  such  is  to  be  the  result.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  would 
suffer  an  Executive  officer  to  perpetrate  such  a 
wrong,  if  the  Executive  even  had  it  in  contempla- 
t-ion.  I  do  not  believe  that  they  would  ever  them- 
selves assist  an  Executive  to  accomplish  such  an 
object.  I  would  have  much  less  confidence  in 
them  than  I-have,  if  I  thought  it  po.ssible,  that  the 
mere  lust  of  rapine,  the  mere  lust  of  territory, 
would  lead  them  to  dishonor  the  American  name  by 
blotting  from  existence  a  neighboring  and  feebler 
nation. 

I  am  for  prosecuting  the  war,  because  I  believe 
the  consequence  will  be  to  bring  Mexico  the  ear- 
lier to  her  senses,  and  to  prompt  her  cheerfully  to 
accept  terms  of  peace.  And  this  brings  me  to  say 
a  v/ord  or  two  on  what  should  be,  in  my  opinion, 
the  terms  of  such  a  peace. 

Now,  sir,  I  speak  for  myself,  though  I  have  no 
doubt  that  I  speak  the  sense  of  most  of  the  friends 
around  me.  My  honorable  friend  from  South  Car- 
olina the  other  day,  in  the  speech  which  he  did  us 
and  the  country  the  honor  to  deliver,  said  he  be- 
lieved the  people  of  the  United  States  were  irrev- 
ocably determined  on  taking  indemnity  for  the 
wrongs  which  we  have  suffered  from  Mexico,  in 
t-erritory.  I  hope  he  is  mistaken.  I  believe  he  is 
mistaken.  I  believe  the  people  of  the  United 
States  would  be  to-morrow  contented  by  a  treaty 
which  would  make  the  Rio  Grande  the  boundary. 
I  believe  they  would  be  contented  with  such  a 
treaty,  for  the  purpose  of  terminating  the  war, 
rather  than  that  Mexico  should  be  compelled  by 
the  force  of  our  arms  to  dismember  herself.  Now, 
in  expressing  this  hope,  and  in  expressing  the 
opinion  that  the  war  might  be  honorably  termi- 
nated by  taking  the  Rio  Grande  as  the  boundary, 
I  wish  it  not  to  be  supposed  that  I  am  opposed  to 
the  acquisition  of  additional  territory.  I  am 
against  the  acquisition  of  territory  by  force.  I  am 
not  opposed  to  the  acquisition  of  territory  of  itself, 
but  for  one  consideration  which  weighs  in  my 
judgment,  and  which  has  had  heretofore  and  still 
has  a  controlling  operation.  Mr.  President,  I  fear, 
I  greatly  fear,  the  conflict  to  which  such  an  ac- 
quisition would  lead.  The  honorable  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Hale]  told  the  Sen- 
ate the  other  day  that  the  true  origin  of  this  war 
lay  in  the  settled  purpose  on  the  part  of  the  South 
to  perpetuate  and  extend  slavery.  I  am  not  al- 
luding to  this  now  with  any  design  to  try  conclu- 
sions with  the  honorable  Senator  on  the  question 
of  slavery.  Sir,  he  will  pardon  me  for  telling  him 
that  that  is  a  subject  which  no  southern  man  on 
this  floor,  when  hetfan  avoid  it,  desires  to  discuss. 
He  will  permit  me  to  tell  him  (and  I  do  it  with 
all  good  feeling,  and  with  all  the  respect  in  which 
I  hold  him  as  a  Senator  of  the  United  States)  that 
it  has  been  owing  to  the  exciting  discussions  on 
this  subject  in  the  North,  that  slavery  now  exists 
in  many  of  the  southern  States.  He  will  permit 
me  to  tell  him,  that  as  far  as  I  know,  it  has  been 
his  course,  and  that  of  those  whose  sentiments  he 
speaks,  on  this  subject,  which  has  done  more  than 
anything  else  towards  its  perpetuation. 

The  greatest  practical  advocates  of  slavery  have 
been  the  Senator  himself  and  his  particular  con- 
stituents. Sir,  I  have  my  opinions  upon  this  sub- 
ject as  deeply  instilled  as  can  have  the  Senator 
from  New-Hampshire.  They  were  almost  born 
with  me;  they  have  been  confirmed  by  the  expe- 
rience of  every  day  of  my  life.  They  have  been 
strengthened  by  the  experience  of  all  I  have  seen 
around  me.  I  do  not  choose  to  express  them  on 
this  floor,  unless  tin;  question  is  pressed  home. 
But  whilst  I  have  fixed  and  unalterable  convictions 
as  to  the  mere  institution  of  slavery  itself  as  a  po- 
litical or  civil  institution,  I  have  another  conviction 
as  deeply  and  irrevocably  fixed;  and  that  is,  a  con- 
viction that  the  southern  Stales  owe  it  to  them- 
selves, one  and  all  of  them,  to  stand  on  their  own 
rights,  to  vindicate  their  own  equality,  and  exclu- 


sively at  their  own  time,  and  without  the  inter- 
ference of  others,  to  meddle  in  their  own  way  with 
this  peculiar  institution.  Notwithstanding  this, 
Mr.  President,  I  cannot  be  blind  to  all  the  indica- 
tions of  the  times.  I  cannot  but  say  that  the  opin- 
ions entertained  in  the  North,  however  erroneous 
[  may  think  they  are,  are  still  honestly  entertained. 
I  cannot  but  say  that  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire would  be  false  to  the  implied  promise  which 
he  has  given  to  the  State  which  sent  him  here,  if 
he  were  not  to  make  this  condition;  I  cannot  but 
perceive  that  it  is  a  popular  feeling,  which  is 
sweeping  like  a  whirlwind  at  the  North;  but  there 
is  an  equal!)''  determined  and  steady  feeling-  at  the 
South.  If  these  feelings  be  further  excited,  there 
can  be  but  one  result;  that  is,  deadly  conflict  or 
amicable  separation.  And  when  1  look  at  either, 
Mr.  President,  my  heart  sickens  at  the  reflection,  j 
Sons  of  a  common  ancestry,  bound  together  by  com-  I 
mon  ties,  glorying  in  a  common  renown,  looking 
in  common  to  a  still  more  glorious  future,  I  cannot 
but  feel  my  heart  sink  within  me,  even  at  the  pos- 
sibility of  such  a  result.  And  it  is  because  I  be- 
lieve it  will  follow,  if  the  state  of  things  to  which 
I  have  alluded  shall  be  brought  into  existence,  and 
not  because  I  am  opposed  merely  to  the  acquisition 
of  territory,  that  I  gave  my  cordial  support  .to  the 
resolution  offered  upon  that  subject  by  the  dis- 
tinguished Senator  from  Georgia  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. 

Sir,  1  am  not  to  be  driven  into  a  different  course 
by  being  told  that  such  a  course  leaves  us  a  pecu- 
niary loss.  With  me,  Mr.  President,  loss  of 
money  is  nothing  to  the  loss  of  character.  With 
me  the  boundless  wealth  of  the  world  would  be  as 
nothing,  compared  with  what  I  should  esteem  the 
incalculable  loss  attending  the  destruction  of  our 
national  character.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  true  that  a 
peace  accomplished  on  the  terms  to  which  I  have 
referred  would  leave  us  without  indemnity.  Sir, 
we  have  indemnity  in  the  history  of  this  war.  It 
is  to  be  found  in  the  many  glorious  battle-fields 
which  it  has  presented  to  an  astonished  world,  tt 
is  to  be  found  in  the  delight  which  electrified  every 
American  heart  at  the  result  of  every  battle.  It  is 
to  be  found  in  the  security  which  it  furnishes 
against  the  disturbers  of  our  peace  hereafter.  A 
few  hundreds  of  millions  (even  if  it  should  go  to 
hundreds)  that  may  be  expended,  will  be  forgotten 
even  while  spoken  of,  while  the  glory  and  renown 
which  it  has  heaped  upon  the  American  character 
will  be  remembered  as  long  as  time  itself  shall 
endure.  I  am  not,  therefore,  to  be  told  that  peace 
on  such  terms  would  leave  us  losers,  in  the  true, 
high,  and  moral  sense  of  the  term. 

A  word  on  another  subject,  and  I  cease  to  trou- 
ble the  Senate.  I  have  already  indicated,  Mr. 
President,  my  preference  of  a  regular  over  a  vol- 
unteer force.  Now,  sir,  that  preference  is  found- 
ed (and  I  have  but  a  word  or  two  in  the  way  of 
reason  to  assign  for  it)  on  the  opinion  which  in- 
formation in  my  posession  has  enabled  me  to  form, 
that  the  expense  of  a  regular  force  is  mucli  lesSj 
and  their  efficiency  infinitely  greater;  above  all, 
that  the  sacrifice  of  human  life  is  less. 

Mr.  Seci-etary  Poinsett,  in  his  letterof  March  21, 
1838,  to  the  honorable  Mr.  Speaker  Polk,  now 
President,  speaking  of  the  comparative  expense  of 
the  two  description  of  forces,  says  that 

"  Tlie  difference  of  expense  between  the  employment  of 
this  description  of  troop.<  (meaning  vohinteers  and  militia) 
and  regulars  is  at  least  as  four  to  one,  independently  of  the 
wastage  attending  their  ignorance  of  every  administrative 
branch  of  the  service  ;  the  enormous  expense  of  marching 
thein  to  and  from  distant  points  (i)r  short  periods  of  service, 
and  the  great  increase  that  will  be  made  to  the  pension 
list,  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  19th  March, 
1836." 

Now,  sir,  the  Senate  will  find  how  inefficient 
this  description  of  force  is — I  mean  as  compared 
with  regular  forces — by  turning  to  document  297, 
of  the  2d  session  25th  Congress.  They  will  there 
find  that  volunteer  forces  were  called  out  in  the 
years  1832,  '36,  '37,  and  '38,  to  serve  in  the  Flori- 
da war,  in  the  Black  Hawk  war,  in  the  war  against 
the  Cherokees,  and  in  the  State  of  New  York  at 
the  time  of  the  border  difficulties,  to  the  number 
of  55,324.  They  will  find,  1  am  satisfied,  aside 
from  the  additional  expense  attending  the  employ- 
ment of  these  forces,  and  for  the  purpose  now  in 
view,  (the  superior  efficiency  of  the  regulars,)  that 
the  mortality  among  volunteers  and  militia,  com- 
pared with  regulars,  is  as  ten  to  one.  Sir,  to  what 
IS  this  owing.'  It  is  owing  principally  to  the  fact 
tfiat  the  officers  are  unable  to  subject  them  to  the 


.^ame  state  of  discipline,  and  to  prevent  the  expo- 
sure which  leads  to  disease. 

From  the  statements  to  be  found  among  the  pa- 
pers from  the  War  Department,  jt  appears  that  the 
number  of  men  enlisted  for  the  line  of  the  regular 
army  (the  old  establishment)  for  the  first  five 
months  of  1847,  and  from  January  1st  to  January  . 
1st,  was  4,605,  the  number  offering  to  be  enlisted 
during  the  same  period,  and  rejected  by  the  recruit- 
ing officers  because  of  physical  infirmity,  was 
4,847 — more  than  twice  the  amount  actually  re- 
ceived. 

Now,  I  do  not  mean  to  underrate  the  volunteers. 
God  forbid  that  I  should  !  But  I  make  bold  to  say, 
that  at  least  one-lialf  of  those  who  were  rejected  as 
unfit  for  the  regular  service  may  be  found  in  the 
ranks  of  the  volunteers.  The  chances  of  mortality 
in  that  corps  are  of  course  very  much  increased. 

I  have  said,  Mr.  President,  all  I  intend  to  say 
upon  this  point;  and  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate only  a  moment  or  two  longer,  while  I  add  a 
word  or  two  by  way  of  conclusion.  Sir,  I  have 
heard  it  said  by  some  that  this  v/ar  should  be 
proseculed  because  its  tendency  was  to  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  Mexico.  I  have  heard  it  said  that 
we  were  constituted  missionaries  by  Heaven, 
even  by  fire  and  by  sword  and  by  slaughter,  to 
carry  the  light  of  civilization  into  that  benighted 
land.  I  have  heard  that  it  has  been  stated  even  in 
the  pulpit  that  we  have  been  selected  by  Divine 
Providence  to  purify  a  dark  and  false  religion — to 
break  down  their  old,  ancient,  and  degraded  super- 
stitions— to  bring  them  into  the  blaze  of  the  true 
faith,  and  to  substitute  for  it  the  holier  and  purer 
light  of  the  Protestant  religion.  I  have  heard  it' 
stated,  Mr.  President,  that  the  war  is  to  be  prose- 
cuted in  order  to  enlarge  the  "area  of  freedom." 
I  hold  to  no  such  doctrine.     No,  sir. 

We  need  not,  for  the  sake  of  enlarging  the  area 
of  freedom,  become  propagandists.  No  physical 
force  is  on  our  part  called  for  to  break  the  bands 
which  bind  other  people  in  subjection.  There  is  a 
silent,  but  potent,  moral  power  progressing  through 
the  world,  rapidly  tending  to  that  consummation. 
It  has  its  origin  in  the  lesson  which  our  example 
is  teaching.  Here  is  seen  perfect  personal  and 
political  freedom,  combined  with  unexampled  na- 
tional happiness,  prosperity,  and  power.  Here  is 
seen  that  individual  equality  which  nature  stamps 
upon  the  heart  as  a  right,  protected  and  enjoyed 
amongst  ourselves  to  an  extent  never  before 
known,  and  shielded  by  a  national  arm  that  the 
nations  of  the  world  would  in  vain  attempt  to 
strike  down.  Yes,  sir,  our  institutions  are  telling 
their  own  story  by  the  blessings  they  impart  to 
us,  and  indoctrinating  the  people  everywhere  with 
the  principles  of  freedom  upon  which  they  are 
founded.  Ancient  prejudices  are  yielding  to  their 
mighty  influence.  Heretofore  revered  and  appa- 
rently permanent  systems  of  government  are  fall- 
ing beneath  it..  Our  glorious  mother,  free  as  she 
has  ever  comparativety  been,  is  getting  to  be 
freer.  It  has  blotted  out  the  corruptions  of  her 
political  franchise.  It  has  broken  her  religious 
intolerance.  It  has  greatly  elevated  the  individual 
character  of  her  subjects.  It  has  immeasurably 
weakened  the  power  of  her  nobles,  and,  by  weak- 
ening it,  in  one  sense  has  vastly  strengthened  the 
authority  of  her  crown,  by  forcing  it  to  rest  for 
all  its  power  and  glory  upon  the  hearts  of  its  peo- 
ple. To  Ireland,  too — impulsive  Ireland,  the  land 
of  genius,  of  eloquence,  and  of  valor — it  is  rapidly 
carrying  the  blessings  of  a  restored  freedom  and 
happiness.  An  France,  all  of  political  liberty 
which  belongs  to  her  is  to  be  traced  to  it;  and 
even  now  it  is  to  be  seen  cheering,  animating,  and 
guiding  the  classic  land  of  Italy,  making  the  very 
streets  of  Rome  itself  to  ring  with  shouts  of  joy 
and  gratitude  for  its  presence.  Sir,  such  a  spirit 
needs  no  inactivity,  and  needs  no  incentive.  It 
admits  of  neither  enlargement  nor  restrauit.  Upon 
its  own  elastic  and  never-tiring  wing,  it  is  now 
soaring  over  the  civilized  world,  everywhere  bear- 
ing its  magic  and  abiding  charm.  I  say,  then,  try 
not,  seek  not  to  aid  it.  Bring  no  physical  force 
to  succor  it.  Such  an  adjunct  would  serve  only 
to  corrupt  and  paralyze  its  efforts.  Leave  it  to 
itself,  and,  sooner  or  later,  man  will  be  free.  Sir, 
as  to  this  war  and  its  influence  upon  ourselves, 
there  is  much  to  rejoice  at  and  be  proud  of.  1  he 
strug'-le  of*  1776  demonstrated  the  deeply  seated 
love  of  freedom  in  our  sires,  and  their  stern  and 
indomitable  purpose  to  enjoy  it  or  die.  The  war 
of  1812  demonstrated  the  capacity  of  our  mstitu- 
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,  tions  to  bear  sucli  a  trial;  and  nobly  was  the  test 
borne,  and  the  capacity  illustrated.  Tlie  present 
war  has  again  demonstrated,  not  only  that  such 
mere  capacity  continues,  but  that  no  nation  exisls 
endowed  with  greater  military  power.  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, the  result  cannot  but  redound  to  our  future 
peace  and  luippiness.  It  furnishes  ample  indem- 
nity for  all  the  wrongs  and  obloquy  we  have  here- 
tofore suffered,  and  ample,  ample  security  against 
their  recurrence.  Such  a  result  has  won  for  us 
national  glory,  and  thai  is  national  power,  stronger 
than  thousands  of  fortresses,  and  as  perpetual  as, 
I  hope  in  God,  will  be  our  nation's  love  of  virtue 
and  of  freedom. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Before  I  give  my  vote  on 
this  bill,  sir,  1  desire  to  know  from  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Conimiilee  on  Military  Aflairs, 
whether  either  of  the  commanders-in-chief  of  the 
American  army,  General  Scott  or  General  Taylor, 
has  requested  such  an  addition  as  he  proposes  to 
make  to  the  American  army,  whether  cither  of 
them  has  desired  the  department  to  recommend  to 
Congress  the  raising  of  iliiriy  regiments — these  ten 
regiments  of  regulars,  and  the  twenty  regiments  of 
volunteers. 

Mr.  CxVSS.  Before  answering  the  specific  ques- 
tion proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware,  I 
desire  to  correct  some  erroneous  opinions  which 
])ave  Ijeen  advanced,  respecting  the  amount  of  the 
force  which  we  have  now  in  the  field,  and  the 
number  to  wliich  the  proposed  augmentation  would 
carry  it.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  in  his 
remarks  the  other  day,  carried  the  force  we  siiould 
have,  if  the  proposed  bill  pass,  to  seventy  thou- 
sand, and  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  carried  it 
still  higher,  to  at  least  ninety  thousand  men. 
These  estimates  are  far  beyond  the  amount  we 
shall  have  in  the  field,  as  the  following  statement 
will  show: 

1.    REGULAR  TROOPS. 

On  the  30tli  of  November  last,  agreciible  to  the  return  of  the 
Adjutant  General,  we  hail  in  the  field,  includins;  officers 
and  men ".     19,818 

New  companies  and  recruits  at  sea,  or  ontlieir  way 

to  the  seat  of  war 1  691 

Aggregate  regulars 21,509 

-2.  volu:;telr  FORCES. 

In  the  field,  including  ofliccrs  and  men 21,124 

Uecruits  on  their  inarcli • 100 

la  California,  6UJ,  and  recruits  at  sea,  200 8U:J 

Aggregatev  oluntecrs. ■a2.{)2'i 

Aggregate  regular  and  volunteer  forces 4S,53o 

VVliicli  force  was  thus  distributed  : 

Under  General  .-^colt o^,153 

Under  General  Wool,  tumporarily  charged  with  the 

counnand  of  General  Taylor 6,727 

Under  General  Pri'-e,  in  New  Mexico 3,157 

On  the  Oregon  route 477 

Under  Coloiiel  Mason,  in  California 1,019 

'i'otal 4J,.")36 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  amount 
of  force  we  shall  have  under  General  Scott,  in  the 
event  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  of  the  volun- 
teer bill: 

On  the  30th  of  November  lapt,  the  date  of  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral's ri'iKirt,  which  includes  Oiiicers  and  in-jii  tick  and 
disabled,  and  t:ie  iiarrisons  ofTami>ico  and  Vera  Cruz, 
there  were  under  General  Scott's coinniaiid in  Mexico — 

Re;;ulars 17,101 

Volunteers 15,055 

Total o2,156 

To  tlicse  are  to  be  added  one  reaiment  of  volunteers 
from  Michigan,  and  two  battalions,  one  from  Ala- 
bama and  one  from  Mississippi,  which,  if  full, 
would  amount  to  2,20!)  men.  iUit,  as  remarked  by 
the  Adjulaiil  General,  they  cannot  be  full ;  and  he 
eslimat  •«  llial  they  will  probably  do  no  more  than 
keep  the  volunteer  establishment  to  its  |)reexi.sting 
number. 
And  I  am  happy  to  have  this  opportunity  to  relieve 
til'!  bolicitUfle  .so  manife^lly  felt  and  avowed,  ihe 
other  day,  by  the  honor.ible  Senator  from  Kcn- 
tueky,  re-;peeling  the  rezinient  ol'  yolnntecrs  from 
Michigan,  by  a^nringTinii,  tirat  I  have  received  a 
letter  Irom  the  (,'oloiiel,  writlen  upon  the  route,  and 
that  hi;  is  cr  ,•  this  at  Cincniniili  or  upon  the  Ohio, 
with  six  comp.-inios  of  hid  regiment ;  and,  I  trust, 
the  other-i  li.ave  alrc.idy  followed  him. 
The  Adjutant  General,  agreeably  to  a  table  in  my 
linriil,  e-iiun.iles  the  number  of  fighting  men,  or  in 
mllittry  langu  ige,l)ayonets,  inelu.ling  the  garrisons 
at  Taiupieo  and  Vera  Cruz,  and  bick  and  disabled, 
at  2-i,cS!ja. 
Of  thii)  number,  the  Adjutant  General  calculates  that 
there  are  not  more  lit  lor  duly  than 21,000 

FOR<  K  l-KOI'OSEl)  TO  BE  lUISEU. 

Ten  regiment.s  of  infantry,  the  legal  citablishmenl  of 
ea<-li  l><  iin{  1,0.')0  men.  Bnl  tlib.  can  never  be  kept 
full,  and  experience  .-jliowstlial  there  niu^t  be  a  de- 
duction fioiM  itof  <'ihout25  per  cent.,  making  lliiu 
force,  say 7  50o 


A  volunteer  force  of  12,500  to  supply  vacancies  in 
the  exi>ting  vulunlecr  establishment,  which,  sub- 
ject to  t!ic  same  deduction,  would  give,  say 9.500 

Making  a  total  of  bayonets  fit  forthe  field 41,000 

Or  an  actur.l  total,  including  the  aarri^ons  of  Vera 
Cruz  and  Tamjjico, and  tlie casualties, of 45.862 


How  many  of  the  above  are  twelve  months'  volunteers  the 
returns  do  not  show.  Their  terms  must  expire  soon,  and 
tiny  cannot,  therefore,  be  calculated  upon  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  camoaign. 

■J'he  provisiiin  for  rai-ing  20.000  now  volnnteprs  is  not  in- 
cluded in  the  abtive,  because  ihe  niea-  ure  is  a  mere  precau- 
tionary one,  whicit  ordinary  prudence  suL'gest  ,  and  the 
force  is  not  to  be  called  out  but  In  theevcnt  of  some  unfore- 
seen occurrence  which  may  render  it  necessary. 

It  will  thus  be  seen,  sir,  that  if  these  bills  pass, 
the  force  they  will  enable  the  Government  to  add 
to  the  troops  under  General  Scott  will  probably 
bring  the  number  of  fighthig  men  to  about  41,000, 
and  that  no  reasonable  calctrlation  can  be  made  on 
more  than  between  45,000  and  46,000. 

The  error  of  the  honorable  geiitieinaii  from  Ken- 
tucky consists  in  this,  thjit  he  assumes,  as  he  did 
in  his  remarks  on  this  subject  a  few  days  since, 
the  number  of  the  legalestablishment  if  it  were  full, 
as  the  number  which  the  Government  can  keep  in 
the  field.  Now,  sir,  all  experience  shows,  that 
such  a  result  is  not  practicable.  Large  deductions 
must  be  made,  and  it  appears  from  the  reports  of 
the  Adjutant  General,  that  the  actual  force  n>ain- 
tained  is,  as  1  have  already  stated,  about  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  less  than  the  full  number  allowed  by 
law.  Recruiting  depots  cannot  be  kept  filled,  even 
by  the  most  strenuous  exertions,  and  the  perpet- 
ually recurring  casualties  of  war,  occasion  a  con- 
.stant  drain,  which  must  as  be  constantly  supplied. 
And  a  considerable  deduction  must  be  at  all  times 
made  on  account  of  sickness.  1  need  not  enter  into 
any  particular  detail  upon  this  subject.  The  con- 
siderations cannot  escape  the  most  casual  obser- 
ver. 

If  therefore  all  the  men  raised  under  these  two 
bills  are  sent  to  General  Scott,  they  will  give  him 
the  force  I  have  already  indicated.  It  is  obvious 
that  the  force  under  General  Wool  can,  under  no 
circumstances,  be  diminished,  for  it  is  barely  suffi- 
cient to  protect  the  country  subjected  to  us  upon 
the  Rio  Grande. 

To  come  now,  sir,  to  the  question  asked  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Delaware,  I  have  to  say 
that  the  Government  has  received  from  General 
Scott  an  estimate  of  the  force  he  deems  necessary 
to  carry  into  effect  the  ]ilan  of  operations  which 
is'recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  I  will 
read  so  much  of  his  projet  as  relates  to  this  sub- 
ject: 

"Augment  this  army  to  fifty  thousand  men  to  enable  thom 
to  occupy,  at  the  same  time,  nearly  all  the  State  capitals  and 
other  principal  cities  ;  to  drive  guerrilla  and  other  rohbuig 
parties  from  the  great  highways  of  trade;  to  seize  into  our 
hands  all  the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  country,  internal  as 
well  as  external,  for  the  support  of  the  occupation,  and  to 
keep  the  central  Government  in  constant  motion  and  alarm, 
until  constrained  to  sue  for  peace." 

Having  thus  answered  the  question  of  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Delaware,  1  yield  him  the  floor. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland.  What  is  the 
date  of  that  letter.' 

Mr.  CASS.  I  do  not  believe  thatl  have  got  the 
date.  But  the  letter  says  that  if  the  operations 
should  be  continued  till  October,  the  augmentation 
of  the  forces  would  be  necessary.  I  presuine, 
therefore,  that  the  letter  was  written  in  Septem- 
ber. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  Is  the  letter  to  be  found 
amongst  the  documents  which  have  been  pub- 
lished } 

Mr.  CASS.  No.  The  Government  did  not 
deem  it  prudent  to  publish  the  letter;  but  it  is  now 
thought  proper  to  make  known  the  portion  of  it 
which  has  been  read. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  I  understand  that  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Michigan  endeavors  to  show 
that  in  the  opinion  of  General  Scott,  on  the  com- 
munication of  the  jiroject  of  the  Government  to 
him — I  do  not  ask  for  particulars  further  than  they 
are  disclosed  in  the  portion  of  the  letter  read — for 
the  further  military  operations  of  the  army  of  the 
United  Stales  in  Mexico,  there  will  be  needed  an 
augmentation  of  that  force  to  the  amount  of  fifty 
thousand  men. 

Mr.  CASS.  An  tuigmentation  making  the  force 
ftmount  to  fifty  thousand  men. 

Mr.  W  EBSTER.  1  under.'Jtnnd— that  the  force 
be  augmented  till  it  amounts  to  fifty  thousand. 

Mr.  CASS.    Tlial  is  the  amount  at  wliieh  lie 


estimates  the  force  necessary  to  carry  on  the  mili- 
tary operations. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  In  other  words,  that  is  the 
force  which  the  projects  of  the  Government  will 
render  necessary. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Will  the  honorable  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  allow  me  to 
ask  on  what  plan  of  a  campaign — on  what  system 
of  the  future  prosecution  of  the  war,  does  Gen- 
eral Scott  say  that  fifty  thousand  men  will  be  ne- 
cessary ? 

Mr.  CASS.  If  the  gentleman  will  pardon  me, 
I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  neces.=!ary  to  slate  any- 
thing further.  I  have  read  all  that  has  a  bearing 
on  the  question  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  With  the  permission  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware,  who  is  en- 
titled to  the  floor,  1  would  now  take  the  opportu- 
nity of  correcting  a  slight  misapprehension  under 
which  I  labored  on  a  former  occasion,  when  I  sta- 
ted the  amount  of  militarj'-  forces  now  in  the  field 
in  Mexico,  by  making  the  statement  as  I  derive  it 
from  public  documents,  and  in  regard  to  which  I 
am  happy  to  find,  that  as  far  as  it  goes,  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  agreeing  very  much  with  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  Michigan.  There  are  now  in 
Mexico,  when  the  regiments  from  Michigan  and 
the  two  battalions  now  on  the  way  shall  have 
reached  the  army,  forty  five  thousand  seven 
hundred  men.  In  addition  to  that,  the  Executive 
is  now  invested  with  the  power  of  enlisting  up- 
wards of  seven  thousand  regulai-s,  besides  twelve 
thousand  five  hundred  volunteers,  to  supply  the 
place  of  those  who  have  not  engaged  for  the  war — 
making  in  all  sixty-five  thousand  men.  If  you  add 
to  that,  upon  a  conjectural  estimate — I  suppose 
not  far  from  the  truth — five  thousand  seamen  and 
marines,  also  engaged  in  the  war,  you  will  then 
have  a  numerical  force,  naval  and  military,  amount- 
ing to  seventy  thousand  men.  If,  again,  you  add 
to  that,  the  proposed  increase  of  the  army  by  the 
whole  amount  of  these  two  bills,  twenty  thousand 
volunteers  and  ten  thousand  regulars,  you  will 
have  an  army  of  a  hundred  thousand  men,  be- 
sides the  numerous  employees  of  one  character  or 
another,  following  the  army — making  an  aggregate 
of  at  least  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  men.  At 
this  moment,  including  the  sailors,  and  marines, 
and  followers  of  the  army,  you  are  paying  and 
feeding  not  less  than  from  fifty-five  thousand  tc^ 
sixty -five  thousand  men.  This  is  the  statement, 
sir,  on  which,  as  I  conceive,  the  Senate  has  to  vote 
upon  this  bill. 

Mr.  CASS.  If  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky will  allow  me,  I  must  repeat  the  correction 
which  1  made  the  other  day,  and  at  the  same  time 
refer  him  to  the  statement  presented  but  a  few  min- 
utes since.  I  repeat,  sir,  that  the  provision  for 
raising  twenty  thousand  new  volunteers  does  not 
bear  upon  the  question  before  u.''.  Not  a  man  will 
be  raised,  nor  a  dollar  expended,  unless  a  state  of 
things  should  happen  which  cannot  be  reasonably 
anticipated.  And,  in  such  an  event,  prudence  re- 
quires that  the  Government  should  be  enabled  to 
act  and  to  call  out  an  urriere  force,  which  is  the 
object  of  that  portion  of  the  bill.  Why  the  hon- 
orable Senator  includes  five  ttftiusand  seamen  and 
marines  in  his  estimate  of  the  means  for  prosecu- 
ting the  war  in  the  interior  of  Mexico,  I  cannot 
conjecture.  Surely  they  will  add  nothing  to  the 
force  to  be  employed  by  General  Scott  in  the  sub- 
jugation of  the  Mexican  Government  and  people. 
I  repeat,  sir,  the  error  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
consists  in  his  considering  the  legal  establishment 
and  the  aggregate  force  as  the  same  thing.  I  have 
shown  the  deduction  it  is  necessary  to  make  from 
the  former,  in  order  to  exhibit  the  real  amount  of 
the  latter.  After  this  is  done,  the  Senator  will  find 
that  the  force  I  have  stated  of  from  forty-one  thou- 
sand to  forty-six  thousand  is  the  true  one,  which 
will  be  placed  at  the  disposition  of  General  Scott, 
and  which  is  less  by  some  thousands  than  the 
force  he  considers  necessary  to  carry  on  the  jilan 
of  operations  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of 
War.  The  Executive,  therefore,  in  calling  upon 
Congress  to  pass  the  bills  under  consideration,  has 
had  Uie  best  authority— that  of  the  commanding 
general  himself-— -for  the  amount  of  force  recom- 
mended. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  am  well  aware  of  the 
casualties  to  which  the  army  in  the  field  is  sub- 
ject, ami  especially  when  ex]ioscd  to  such  a  cli- 
mate tis  that  of  Mexico,  which  renders  it  very 
difficult  to  know  what  portion  of  the  troops  is  effi- 
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cient,  and  I  only  stated,  that  from  the  official  re- 
turns, there  appeared  to  be  forty-five  thousand 
men  now  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  CASS,  (in  his  seat.)  Forty-three  thou- 
sand. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  And  the  two  regiments 
from  Michigan,  which  the  gentleman  supposes,  I 
will  be  very  happy  to  hear  are  on  the  way;  be- 
sides the  two  battalions  also  on  the  way  to  join 
the  army. 

Mr.  CASS.  Will  the  Senator  pardon  me  if  I 
interrupt  him  one  moment?  These  twenty-two 
liundred  men  will  no  more  than  suffice  to  fill  up 
the  volunteer  forces. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Still  there  would  be  left 
in  round  numbers  forty-five  thousand  men,  together 
with  the  five  thousand  seamen  and  marines  actu- 
ally engaged  in  this  war;  making  an  aggregate  force 
of  fifty  thousand  men  in  Mexico.  Now,  what  is 
to  be  deducted  from  this  number  on  account  of  the 
casualties  of  battle,  and  of  climate,  to  which  the 
gentleman  referred  ?  I  cannot  well  make  a  calcu- 
lation; but  I  am  startled  at  the  estimate  which  the 
Senator  presents,  that  one-fourth  of  these  are  to  be 
struck  down  !  Why,  that  cannot  be;and,  sir,  the 
gentleman  must  recollect  that  under  these  inevit- 
able casualties,  which  I  admit,  you  have  been  all 
the  time  endeavoring  to  supply  the  ranks  of  enlist- 
ments throughout  the  country.  Enlistments  have 
been  continually  going  on.  You  can  hardly  take 
up  a  newspaper  in  which  you  do  not  find  a  notice 
of  the  sailing  of  some  detachment  of  troops  for 
Mexico.  Not  a  week  passes  in  which  a  vessel 
with  soldiers  does  not  sail  from  some  port  in  the 
United  States.  That  has  been  the  case  throughout 
the  war.  Now,  is  it  possible,  that  this  devouring 
war  consumes  men  faster  than  you  can  ship  them 
thither.'  Why,  when  I  was  journeying  to  this 
place,  there  were  some  hundreds  of  regulars  going 
on  from  Newport  on  the  Ohio  river;  and  I  see  in 
the  newspapers  frequent  notices  of  the  transporta- 
tion of  troops  to  Mexico.  We  have  been  all  the 
time  diligently  recruiting,  and  will  not  the  deficit 
be  supplied  in  that  way.'  Another  thing  is  to  be 
borne  in  mind:  nearly  the  whole  amount  of  those 
troops  which  have  been  thus  despatched,  have  not 
encountered  the  casualties  of  the  field.  The  casu- 
alties, which  battle  brought  upon  tlie  forces,  occur- 
red before  the  arrival  of  these  reinforcements.  The 
twenty  thousand  men  that  have  g6ne  there  lately, 
have  not  been  engaged  in  a  single  battle.  They 
arrived  in  the  healthy  season.  They  were  healthy 
and  robust  men  that  went.  Is  it  indeed  true,  that 
25  per  cent,  of  all  these  fresh  troops  have  fallen 
under  the  influence  of  the  climate  and  disease .' 
No;  I  trust  not.  We  have  not  less  than  thirty- 
five  thousand  men,  making  every  possible  deduc- 
tion, besides  those  sick  and  temporarily  disabled. 
Is  not  that  a  sufficient  force  .'  Mexico,  sir,  will  be 
conquered  in  six  weeks,  and  we  shall  all  know  it 
and  admit  it.  The  question  will  then  no  longer 
be  about  defensive  lines,  and  about  diplomacy, 
and  negotiation,  and  treaty;  but  about  the  con- 
quered prize  lying  at  our  feet.  Beyond  all  doubt, 
the  questifln  then  will  be,  "  What  shall  we  do  with 
this  conquered  prize.'"  Sir,  San  Luis  Potosi  and 
Zacatecas,  I  ventuR  to  say,  will  be  taken,  from 
every  account,  in  less  than  six  weeks  from  this 
day.  Will  Mexico,  then,  be  conquered.'  She  is 
now  conquered,  as  everybody  knows.  There  is 
nothing  left,  then,  but  GLueretaro.  Our  conquests 
are  becoming  so  spacious  that  I  can  scarcely  de- 
scribe them  by  their  proper  names,  and  I  dare  say 
I  am  not  correct  in  the  pronunciation  now;  and 
GLueretaro  is  spared  only  because  there  glimmers 
the  last  flickering  light- of  a  government  which 
rests  in  the  country.  There  is  the  phantom  of  a 
Congress  and  Government,  and  Q,ueretaro  remains 
uncaptured,  not  from  any  want  of  power,  but  be- 
cause you  would  there  nurse  tli^t  government  into 
something  with  which  you  can  make  a  treaty. 
Why,  I  see  that  General  Scott  has  been  giving 
pa.ssports  to  the  legislators  who  constitute  this 
government  to  go  .safely  to  what  they  call  their 
new  .seat  of  government !  This  is  the  condition  of 
things  in  Mexico.  Surely,  surely,  we  may  now 
safely  assume  that  Mexico  is  conquered. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  have  not  yet  obtained  from 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  the  precise  information  which  I  sought. 
I  did  not  desire  to  excite  a  discussion  on  the  ques- 
tion as  to  the  amount  of  military  force  at  present 
in  Mexico;  but  I  put  the  question  whether  our 
military  commanders  in  Mexico  had  recommended 


this  measure  on  which  we  are  called  upon  to  vote. 
In  reply  to  the  inquiry,  as  I  understand,  the  hon- 
orable chairman  of  the  committee  says  that  one  of 
them  (General  Scott)  did,  some  time  during  the 
last  year,  write  a  letter  reconmiending  that,  in  a 
certain  event,  the  military  establishment  in- Mexico 
should  be  increased  to  fifty  thousand  men.  Will 
the  honorable  Senator  tell  me  the  dSite  of  the  let- 
ter? 

Mr.  CASS.  It  was  written  after  the  arrival  of 
its  writer  in  Mexico;  but  how  long  after,  I  do  not 
knov/. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.    After  the  capture  of  the  city? 

Mr.  CASS.  Certainly;  he  distinctly  alludes  to 
that  event. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  It  was  written,  then,  after 
the  capture  of  the  city  of  iVlexico.  There  is  no 
intelligence,  as  I  understand,  from  General  Taylor 
that  any  additional  forces  were  requisite.  Ami 
right  in  the  conjecture  ? 

Mr.  CASS.  '  What  did  the  honorable  Senator 
ask  ? 

■  Mr.  CLAYTON.  Did  General  Taylor  on  any 
occasion  recommend  such  an  addition  to  the  mili- 
tary force  ? 

Mr.  CASS.  I  understand  the  Senator  as  inqui- 
ring whether  General  Taylor  had  made  the  same 
recommendation  as  General  Scottj  I  have  told 
all  I  know  about  the  recommendation  of  General 
Scott,  and  do  not  know  whether  General  Taylor 
made  a  similar  recommendation. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  There  is  nothing,  then,  from 
General  Taylor.  Fie  lias  made  no  recommenda- 
tion to  add  to  the  troops  in  Mexico;  and  as  to 
General  Scott,  the  honorable  chairman  is  able  to 
inform  me,  that  some  time  last  year,  as  he  thinks, 
"after  the  capture  of  the  city  of  iViexico,"  Gen- 
eral Scott  wrote  to  the  department  informing  them, 
that  if  certain  things  intended  to  be  done  by  the 
Administration  were  attempted,  50,000  men  would 
be  required  to  be  added  to  the  army. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  beg  your  pardon,  sir — raise  the 
forces  to  50.000  men;  not  add  that  amount. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  That's  the  very  understand- 
ing 1  had,  and  was  corrected  in  it.  Well,  that  in- 
crease of  the  army  to  50,000  men, as  1  understand 
from  the  reading  of  the  letter  from  General  Scott, 
was  to  be  made  in  case  the  Administration  should 
design  to  subjugate — to  reduce  all  Mexico. 

Mr.  CASS.     Oh  !   no. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  That  is  the  amount  of  it,  as 
I  understand.  If  in  error,  I  will  be  happy  to  be 
corrected. 

Mr.  CASS.  The  Senator  is  at  liberty  to  put 
his  own  construction  on  the  letter;  but  the  object 
was  stated  to  be  "  to  keep  tlie  Central  Government 
in  motion."     I  will  read  the  passage  again. 

[Several  Senators :  We  shall  be  glad  to  hear  it 
again.] 

Mr.  CASS  then  read  the  passage  already  given, 
and  added :  The  substance  of  the  letter  has  been 
given  in  a  St.  Louis  paper  wliich  came  here  with- 
in the  last  few  days. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Well,  that  is  what  I  call  re- 
ducing or  subjugating  the  country.  Others  will 
put  their  own  construction  on  it.  This  increased 
force,  then,  is  not  recommended  by  General  Scott; 
but  he  says  to  the  department,  "if  you  propose 
to  take  all  the  capitals  of  the  States  of  Mexico — 
if  you  in%nd  not  only  to  put  down  the  guerrillas 
and  bandits,  but  to  keep  the  Central  Government 
of  Mexico  constantly  in  motion,  allowing  it  no 
fixed  place  in  which  it  can  treat  with  you — if  you 
purpose  also  to  take  possession  of  the  revenues 
of  tlie  country,  then  you  will  require  such  an 
addition  to  the  army  now  here  as  will  raise  it 
to  fifty  thousand  men."  General  Scott,  it  will  be 
perceived,  does  not  recommend  that  such  an  ad- 
dition shall  be  made  to  the  army;  he  only  says 
to  the  War  Department,  that  if  they  design  to 
adopt  a  certain  course  of  procedure,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  increase  the  army  to  that  amount. 
Pray,  sir,  what  do  you  call  keeping  the  Central 
Government  in  motion,  occupying  the  State  capi- 
tals, and  seizing  the  revenues  of  Mexico  ?  I  call 
it  subjugation  of  the  country  and  an  annihilation  of 
the  Governinent  of  Mexico.  Well,  now,  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  disavows  that  in  his 
message.  He  declares  that  he  is  opposed  to  the  an- 
nihilation of  Mexico  as  a  republic;  yet  the  propo- 
sition now  is,  to  augment  the  forces  in  Mexico,  on 
the  ground  that  such  an  increase  is  necessary,  in 
order  to  attain  objects  which  are,  as  I  consider, 
tantamount  to  the  entire  subjugation  of  the  country. 


It  has  been  stated  by  my  friend  from  Kentucky 
— and  I  think  he  has  fully  sustained  it — that  the 
force  at  present  under  the  command  of  Scott 
and  Taylor,  or  Wool  in  the  absence  of  Taylor, 
amounts  to  forty -five  thousand  men;  and  we  are 
now  called  on  to  increase  the  army  to  thirty  thou- 
sand more, in  order  to  overrun  all  Mexico, in  order 
to  occupy  the  capitals  of  all  the  States  of  Mexico, 
and  to  seize  upon  the  entire  revenues  of  the  coun- 
try. In  other  words,  as  I  understand  it,  to  anni- 
hilate Mexico  as  a  nation,  and  to  destroy  her  Gov- 
ernment, does  not  require  anything  like  the  force 
which  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  AflTairs  now  asks  the  Senate  to  vote. 
If  you  add  thirty  regiments — twenty  regiments  of 
volunteers  and  ten  regiments  of  regulars — to  the 
troops  already  in  the  field,  you  will  have  a  vastly 
greater  force  than  the  commanding  general  of  the 
army  considers  necessary  for  all  the  purposes  spe- 
cified in  the  letter.  It  is  well  known  to  my  brother 
Senators  here,  that  during  the  last  session  and  the 
previous  one,  I  voted  upon  all  occasions,  when 
bills  were  presented  to  this  body  to  increase  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  or  to  furnish  supplies 
for  the  army,  in  favor  of  those  bills.  I  took  the 
ground  that  whether  the  Administration  of  the 
country  was  right  or  wrong  in  the  inception  of 
this  war,  I  should  vote  more  troops  and  more  sup- 
plies for  our  armies,  in  order  to  sustain  the  honor 
and  interests  of  the  country,  so  long  as  my  vote 
might  be  needed  to  sustain  that  honor  and  those 
interests.  Nor  shall  I,  in  the  course  which  I  am 
about  to  take  with  regard  to  this  bill,  in  the  least 
change  my  purpose  in  regard  to  this  matter,  as 
originally  formed.  If  the  same  issues  were  now 
before  me  which  were  presented  at  the  last  session, 
I  should  vote  precisely  as  I  voted  then.  But  to- 
tally different  is  the  question  now  presented.  On 
all  former  occasions,  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  his  friends  on  tliis  floor,  disavowed 
any  intention  of  conquest,  or  acquisition  of  terri- 
tory by  conquest.  They  invariably  declared  that 
their  object  was  not  to  obtain  Mexican  territory 
by  robbery  or  conquest.  They  fought,  it  was 
declared,  for  a  fair  and  honorable  peace,  and  for 
indemnities  for  the  injuries  which  we  had  received 
at  the  hands  of  Mexico.  But  what  ;now  is  the 
issue  presented  to  the  American  Senate  by  the 
bill  upon  your  table  ?  Allow  me  here  toj-ead  from 
the  message  of  the  President,  so  that  there  may  be 
no  ground  for  any  allegation  of  misstatement  or 
equivocation.  Let  us  hear  from  the  President 
himself,  the  objects  which  he  has  in  view,  and  the 
purposes  for  the  accomplishment  of  which  he  de- 
sires these  additional  troops.     The  President  says: 

"In  tlie  mean  time,  as  Mexico  refuses  all  indemnit}',  we 
should  adopt  measures  to  indemnity  ourselves,  by  appropri- 
ating permanently  a  portion  of  her  territory.  Early  after  the 
commencement  of  the  war.  New  Mexico  and  the  Califor- 
nias  were  taken  possession  of  by  our  forces.  Our  military 
and  naval  commanders  were  ordered  to  conquer  and  hold 
them;  subject  to  be  disposed  of  by  a  treaty  of  peace. 

"  The  provinces  are  now  in  our  undisputed  occupation, 
and  have  been  so  for  many  months;  all  resistance  on  the 
part  of  Mexico  having  ceased  within  their  limits,  lam  satis- 
fied that  they  should  never  be  surrendered  to  Mexico." 

And  again  he  says,  on  the  same  page: 

"  Besides  New  Mexico  and  the  Californias,  there  are  other 
Mexican  provinces  which  have  been  reduced  to  our  posses- 
sion by  conquest.  These  other  Mexican  provinces  are  now 
governed  by  our  military  and  naval  commanders,  under  the 
general  autiiority  which  is  conferred  upon  a  conqueror  by  the 
laws  of  war.  They  should  continue  to  be  held  as  a  means  of 
coercing  Mexico  to  accede  to  just  terms  of  peace." 

The  question  then  arises,  What  are  these  "  terms 
of  peace" — what  the  President  conceives  to  be 
"just,"  and  on  which  he  means  to  insist?  By 
turning  to  the  eighth  page  of  his  message,  you 
will  iind  an  answer  to  this  inquiry.  You  will  then 
discover  the  views  of  the  Executive  with  regard 
to  "just  terms  of  peace. "  It  has  been  said,  in  the 
progress  of  debate,  that  the  President  attempted 
to  negotiate  after  the  battles  of  Contreras  >and 
Cherubusco;  that  he  made  an  effort  to  treat  with 
the  Mexican  commissioners,  having  sent  Mr.  Trist 
to  Mexico  for  that  purpose.  In  his  message  he 
communicates  the  purport  of  the  instructions  given 
to  Mr.  Trist,  and  his  own  "ultimatum:" 

"  The  Commissioner  of  the  United  States  was  authorized 
to  agree  to  the  establishment  of  the  Rio  Grande  as  the 
boundary,  from  its  entrance  inlo  the  Giilfto  its  intersection 
with  the  soutliern  b(nnKlar\  of  New  i\lc.\ico,  m  nortli  lat- 
itnile  about  thirty-two  degrees,  and  to  nhtain  a  cession  to 
the  United  Slates  of  Ihe  'Provinces  of  New  iMexieo  and  the 
(Californias,  and  the  privilege  of  llie  right  ol  way  across  the 
isllimnsofTehuantepec.  the  boundary  of  the  Kio  (.rnnde, 
and  the  cession  to  ihc  United  Stales  of  New  Mexico  and 
Upper  California,  constituted  an  ultmiatuiu  which  our 
Commissioner  wa^,  undir  no  circum»tancfs,  to  yield." 
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Here  we  have  the  President's  "just  terms  of 
peace,"  as  he  calls  them;  his  "ultimatum"  is 
definitely  announced,  and  we  are  no  longer  left,  as 
during  the  last  two  Sessions,  to  conjecture — to  guess 
at  the  objects  and  intentions  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  regard  to  Mexico.  It  is  ))ow  cer- 
tain that  he  has  demanded  as  an  ultimatum,  and 
means  to  demand  hereafter  as  his  ultimatum,  the 
cession  to  the  United  States  of  the  Californias,  and 
the  whole  of  New  Alexico — a  territory  embracing 
at  least  six  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  square 
miles  of  land — more  than  twice  the  entire  territo- 
rial extent  of  the  "  old  tiiirtcen  States''  at  the  time 
of  the  American  Revolution!  And  I  am  called 
upon  to  give  a  vote  which  shall  enable  the  Pres- 
ident to  enforce  these  "terms  of  peace!"  I  am 
called  upon  to  give  a  vote  that  shall  enable  him  to 
compel  Mexico  to  cede  the  whole  of  New  Mexico 
and  the  Californias  to  this  country.  I  have  no 
choice  left.  I  can  at  once  take  up  my  position, 
and  say  whether  I  am  in  favor  of  the  acquisition 
and  conquest  of  all  this  vast  region,  or  whether  I 
am  opposed  to  it. 

I  must  confess  that  I  do  not  understand  the  ar- 
gument of  my  honorable  friend  from  Maryland, 
[Mr.  Johnson'.]  He  concluded,  as  1  understood, 
■with  an  expression  of  his  resolution  to  vote  for 
this  bill.  He  told  us  to-day,  that  if  the  people  of 
the  United  States  were  consulted,  he  verily  be- 
lieved the  great  mass  of  them  would  decide  against 
the  acquisition  of  any  territory  on  the  western  side 
of  the  Del  Norte.  The  Senator  thought  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States  would  go  with  him  for 
acquisition  of  territory  by  way  of  indemnity  and 
not  by  way  of  robbery,  but  in  payment  of  the 
debt  wliich  is  justly  due  us  by  Mexico.  He 
thought  that  the  people  would  go  with  him  so 
far  as  to  defend  the  country  between  the  Neuces 
and  the  Rio  Bravo;  but  he  had  no  doubt  that 
the  people  of  the  United  States  were  dearly  op- 
posed, and  would  so  declare  themselves  whenever 
called  upon,  to  the  acquisition  of  any  territory 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Rio  Bravo.  Now  I  can- 
not understand  how  my  friend,  having  arrived  at 
these  conclusions,  being  thus  satisfied  as  to  the 
popular  will,  can  reconcile  it  to  himself  to  vote  for 
this  immence  addition  to  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  when  the  object  of  the  augmentation  of  the 
military  establishment  is  plainly  avowed  by  the 
President  to  be  the  extension  of  his  conquests  over 
the  whole  of  thi.'5  country  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Rio  Bravo,  and  the  acquisition  of  both  the  Califor- 
nias and  New  Mexico.  If  my  honorable  friend 
can  reconcile  that  l)y  the  exercise  of  all  liis  inge- 
nuity, I  should  like  to  hear  him  do  so.  For  my 
part,  I  cannot  comprehend  it.  Without  reflecting 
on  his  course,  however,  my  business  is  to  point  out 
my  own. 

Before  I  proceed  further  in  the  argument  on  this 
question,  I  desire  to  say,  for  one,  that  I  never 
have  been,  and  I  am  not  now,  willing  to  acquire 
one  acre  of  ground  from  Mexico,  or  any  other 
nation  under  lieavcn,  by  conquest  or  robbery.  I 
liold  that,  in  all  our  transactions  with  the  other 
nations  of  the  world,  the  great  princijile  ought  to 
be  maintained  of  us  that  "honesty  is  the  best 
policy,"  and  that  an  honorable  reputation  is  of 
more  value  to  a  country  than  land  or  money.  I 
hold  that  any  attempt  on  our  part,  merely  because 
we  happen  to  possess  superior  strength,  to  com- 
jiel  a  weaker  nation  to  cede  to  us  all  that  we 
choose  to  demand  as  indemnity,  whilst  we  at  the 
same  time  admit  that  we  ask  for  more  than  she 
owes  is,  is  nothing:  else  but  robbery.  If  a.  man 
owes  me  a  sum  of  money,  and  if,  when  I  meet 
liim  on  the  highway,  he  re])lies  to  my  demand 
that  lie  has  not  wherewithal  to  meet  it,  and  I 
should  insist,  with  a  pistol  pointed  to  his  breast, 
that  he  should  deliver  to  me  a  deed  of  his  farm,  at 
the  estimate  whi<-h  I  choose  to  jnit  upon  it,  I  think 
tliere  could  not  lie  much  difi'ercnce  of  opinion  as 
to  llie  nature  of  that  traiisaciinn.  I  should  like  to 
know  iiow  my  friend  from  i\laryland,  who  is  an 
able  lawyer,  would  defend,  under  an  indictment, 
the  man  guilty  of  such  conduct.  Would  it  be 
any  palliation,  or  excuse,  or  justification  of  the 
conduct  of  his  client,  in  siicli  a  case,  that  the 
money  was  justlv  due  him.'  Could  there  be 
found  in  Chriijtendom  a  court  and  jury  that  would 
liesitate  as  to  the  verdict  in-such  a  cast;.'  And 
what,  let  me  ask — a.s  a  friend  near  me  [Mr.  Wkd- 
rtkr]  Huggest.s — what  would  be  the  value  of  the 
(lecil  obtained  in  such  circumstances?  If  the  pos- 
BCissor  of  it  should  even  go  "  unwhipt  of  justice," 


would  he  not  be  the  object  to  which  the  scornful 
finger  of  every  honest  man  would  be  pointed,  so 
long  as"  he  lived  upon  the  earths  I  hold — and, 
however  old-fashioned  the  notion  may  be,  I  shall 
maintain  it  so  long  as  I  have  a  seat  here — that 
character-  is  as  valuable  to  a  nation  as  it  is  to  an 
individual;  and  inasmuch  as  I  would  scorn  as  a 
private  citizeir  to  despoil  my  neighbor  of  his 
property  in  these  circumstances  and  v/ith  these 
avowals,  so,  as  a  public  man,  I  never  can  sanc- 
tion, in  the  slightest  degree,  such  a  course  of  con- 
i  duct  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  coun- 
try. 

We  are  one  of  the  strongest  nations  of  the  earth. 
We  have  been  amongst  the  weakest.  In  times 
gone  by,  we  have  suffered  from  the  cruelly,  the 
tyranny,  and  injustice  of  other  nations,  and  have 
uttered  loud  complaints.  We  have  now  waxed 
strong,  and  can  put  the  font  upon  the  neck  of  a 
sister  republic,  and  compel  her  to  yield  to  the  terms 
we  ourselves  dictate.  The  question  now  comes 
up,  aiul  it  addresses  itself  to  every  genuine  lover 
of  his  country,  whether  the  acquisition  of  all  this 
territory,  in  those  circumstances,  would  compen- 
sate us  for  the  loss  of  the  reputation — that  high 
national  character  which  we  have  hitherto  sustain- 
ed.'' Do  not  understand  me  as  opposing  the  just 
claims  of  my  own  country.  I  would  go  as  far  to 
enforce  those  claims  consistently  with  tiie  honor  of 
the  country  as  any  man  living.  So  far  as  the 
prosecution  of  war  for  the  purpose  of  securing  just 
indemnity  for  these  claims  might  be  concerned,  I 
would  go  as  far  as  he  who,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Chamber,  goes  farthest.  But  the  President  dis- 
tinctly tells  you  that  when  Mr.  Trist  made  the 
proposition  to  the  Me.Kican  Commissioners  to  ne- 
gotiate, the  terms  were  to  be  defined  by  him,  and 
that  they  were  to  be  submitted  to  by  JMexico  at 
"  the  cannon's  mouth." 

Here  Mr.  C.  yielded  to  a  motion  to  adjourn; 
and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  January  12,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  as  the  question  first 
in  order  this  day  the  motion  of  Mr.  Pollock  to 
recommit  the  resolution  yesterday  reported  by  Mr. 
Rockwell,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  au- 
thorizing the  employment  of  a  clerk  to  compile 
and  classify  all  the  claims  which  have  been  before 
Congress  from  the  14th  to  the  29th  Congress,  in- 
clusive, in  alphabetical  order,  showing  what  action, 
if  any,  has  ever  been  had  on  said  claims  by  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  moved  the  usual  resolution  to' 
terminate  all  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  President's  message  this  day,  at  two  o'clock, 
p.  m. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table,  which  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  99,  nays 
74. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COCKE  made  an  ineffectual  effort  to  get 
the  House  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  the  joint  resolution,  reported 
by  him  a  few  days  since,  authorizing  the  employ- 
ment of  an  additional  number  of  clerl^  in  the 
Pension  Ofiice. 

The  SPEAKER  then  again  announced  the  un- 
finished business,  to  wit:  the  motion  to  recommit 
the  resolution  yesterday  reported  by  Mr.  Rock- 
well, of  Connecticut,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

And  this  proposition  being  taken  up,  a  debate 
of  some  length  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  ROCK- 
WELL of  Massachusetts,  €OBB  of  Georgia,  and 
ROCKWELL  of  Connecticut,  took  part. 

Thej-esolution  was  then  recommitted. 

REPORTS   FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  DANIEL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of  George 
Hi.x.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  D.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  abill 
for  the  relief  of  William  Hogan,  administrator  of 
Michael  ?Iogan,  deceased.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  CROWELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  the  securities  of  Eli- 
jah J.  Weed,  late  quartermaster  of  marines,  de- 
ceased; for  the  relief  of  Aurelia  Brcreton;  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  lieirs  of  John  Snyder,  deceased; 


and  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Scott;  which  several 
bills  were  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  JOHN  aUINCY  ADAMS  (speaking  in 
an  exceedingly  low  tone  of  voice)  was  understood 
to  say  that  the  petitioner  had  deceased  during  the 
recess  of  Congre.ss,  and  that  the  bill  should,  there- 
fore, be  amended  so  as  to  accrue  to  the  benefit  of 
his  heirs. 

The  SPEAKER  suggested,  as  the  bill  was 
already  referred  to  theCommittee  of  the  Whole 
House,  the  desired  amendment  might  be  made  by 
them  when  the  bill  came  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  CROWELL, from  theCommittee  of  Claims, 
made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  William 
Harris,  Chailes  Foreman,  Eli  Ackley,  Martin  L. 
Patterson,  Samuel  Reed,  William  Greer,  and  upon 
a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Daniel  Brown, 
A.  R.  S.  Hunter,  and  Martin  Thomas.  Laid  on 
the  table 

Mr.  T.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  bills 
for  the  relief  of  Reginald  alias  Nick  Hillary,  and 
for  the  relief  of  James  McAvoy.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  FLOURNOY,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  tiie  legal  heirs  and 
representatives  of  Nathaniel  Cox,  deceased,  for- 
merly naval  agent  at  New  Orleans.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  DUNN,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
bills  for  the  relief  of  William  Ralston;  for  the  re- 
lief of  Charles  Benns;  for  the  relief  of  John  W. 
Hockett;  and  for  ilie  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Matthew 
Stewart;  which  several  bills  were  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  THIBODEAUX,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  which  it  had  been  referred,  reported 
a  bill  relating  to  the  collection  district  of  New 
Orleans,  and  for  other  purposes.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  GRINNELL,  from  the  same  Committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barclay  &  Living- 
ston, and  Smith,  Thurger  &  Co.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  consid- 
eration of  the  papers  of  Jacob  Keer,  and  that  they 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was  agreed 
to: 

Resolved,  That  ."S.OOO  copies' of  tlie  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  i'tiblic  Lands  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  members 
of  this  House. 

Mr.  PUTNAM,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amzy  Judd.  Read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  a  bill  giving  further  time  for 
satisfying  claims  for  bounty  lands,  and  for  other 
purposes.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  D.,  from  the  same  committee,  a^ed  to  be 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  petition 
of  James  Vangorden,  and  that*it  lie  on  the  table. 
Agreed  to. 

'Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  citizens  of  North- 
umberland county,  Pennsylvania,  and  that  it  lie  on 
the  table.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Isaac  Beall,  and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  pa|iers.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING  also  asked  that  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claigis  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of Welch,  adminis- 
trator of  Churchill  Gibbs,  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  War.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  WICK,  from  the  "Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  .Tenne.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BARRINGER,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  John  A.  Bryan.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  and  Lindsley 
Ward.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  BOYD,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
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"An  act  to  raise  for  a  limited  time  an  additional 
military  force,  and  for  other  purposes."  Read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  certain 
promotions  in  the  naval  service;  and  a  bill  to  direct 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  settle  certain  accounts 
of  pursers  in  the  navy  who  have  been  required  to 
act  as  pursers  of  the  vessels  of  which  they  were 
placed  ill  command  during  the  existing  war  with 
Mexico.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the 
same  committee,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Ann  W.  Angus.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Mays;  and 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Tompkins.  Read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  J.  Mel- 
ville Gilliss  and  others;  and  bills  for  the  relief  of 
James  Glynn  and  others;  and  for  the  relief  of 
James  H.  Conley.  Which  several  bills  and  joint 
resolution  were  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,  from  the  same  committee,'  re- 
ported the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afliairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  legality  of  the  order  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  giving  assimilated  rank  to  surgeons, 
assistant  surgeons,  and  pursers,  and  the  expediency  of  re- 
pealing or  continuing  the  same  by  law  ;  and  that  the  com- 
mittee report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  expressed  a  desire  to  debate 
this  resolution,  which  he  maintained  would  carry 
it  over  to  another  day.  He  inquired  (in  conse- 
quence of  some  remarks  from  a  gentleman  near 
him)  if  the  morning  hour  had  expired. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  it  was  competent 
for  any  ffentleman  to  move  to  go  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  said,  perhaps  then  he  would 
accomplish  his  object  by  moving  that  the  House 
do  now  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  begged  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  not  to  press  that  motion. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  desn-ed  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  fact  that 
this  was  a  mere  proposition  to  inquire. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  said  he  had,  then,  misunder- 
stood the  proposition.  If  it  was  as  represented  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Schenck,]  he  had 
no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  RHETT  said  it  appeared  to  him  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs  were  asking  the  House  to 
instruct  them  to  do  that  which  they  had  power  to 
do  without  such  instructions.  If  there  had  been 
any  illegality,  why  did  not  the  Naval  Committee 
proceed  to  investigate  it?  Why  did  they  seek  for 
instructions  ?  Were  they  afraid  to  discharge  their 
duty  unless  they  should  be  compelled  to  do  it  by 
the  House?  He  saw  no  necessity  for  such  a  reso- 
lution, and  he  therefore  moved  to  lay  it  on  the 
table. 

Some  explanations  having  been  made  between 
Mr.  SCtffiNCK  and  Mr.  EVANS,  of  Mary- 
land— 

Mr.  RHETT  desti-ed  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  92d  rule,  which  is  in  these  words: 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  to 
take  into  consideration  all  matters  which  concern  the  naval 
establishment,  and  which  shall  be  referred  to  them  by  the 
House,  and  to  report  their  opinion  thereupon  ;  ajid  also  to 
report,  from  time  to  time,  such  measures  as  may  contribute 
to  economy  and  accountability  in  the  said  establishment." 

The  rule  prescribed  tlie  duty  of  the  committee, 
and  hence  they  required  no  further  instruction. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  on  the 
table,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  a 
vote  of  75  to  58. 

Mr.  STANTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  of  the  3d 
of  March,  1847,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  cer- 
tain post  routes,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  STANTON  asked  that  the  bill  might  be 
now  put  on  its  passage. 

The  bill  provides  that  the  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  in  ser- 
vice on  any  of  the  coasts  of  Mexico,  may  receive 
letters  free  of  postage,  thus  placing  the  navy  on 
the  same  footing  in  this  respect  with  the  officers, 
musicians,  and  ju-ivates  of  the  army  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  OlHce  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  STANTON  inquired  if  that  was  debatable? 


The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  STANTON  then  proceeded  to  urge  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  No  one,  he  presumed,  would 
refuse  to  put  our  officers  and  seamen  in  the  same 
position  that  the  officers  and  men  of  the  regular 
army  were  put  in  by  a  law  of  a  previous  session 
of  Congress;  for  they  were  equally  exposed  to 
hardships  and  perils  in  the  service  of  the  country, 
and  sometimes  on  shore  as  well  as  on  the  ocean. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said,  when  it  came  fairly  before 
the  House,  he  should  desire  to  discuss  it;  but  he 
desired  first  to  inquire  how  this  matter  had  been 
taken  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  STANTON  explained.  It  was  to  supply 
an  omission  in  an  act  heretofore  passed,  from  the 
advantages  of  which  the  navy  was  excluded,  that 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  had  directed  him 
to  report  this  bill.  He  had  not  anticipated  any 
opposition  to  this  bill,  nor  had  he  believed  that  it 
required  the  consideration  of  the  Comtnittee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  It  was  simply  de- 
signed to  supply  an  omission,  which  he  had  hoped 
would  have  met  with  a  general  acquiescence. 

Mr.  RHETT  said,  what  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  had  said  was  perfectly  true.  There 
was  an  omission  of  the  navy  in  the  law  to  which 
he  referred,  but  still  this  bill  was  defective;  for  our 
mails  not  only  go  to  Mexico,  but  are  sent  to  the 
Pacific,  to  the  Mediterranean,  and  to  Europe.  If, 
therefore,  our  olficers  and  sailors  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  are  to  be  exempt  from  postage,  the  same 
principle  should  be  applied  to  those  who  were  o.n 
still  more  distant  stations — in  the  Pacific,  in  Eu- 
rope, or  with  the  squadron  in  the  Mediterranean. 
He  did  not  say  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  propo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  but  he 
thought  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  a  general  measure 
being  preferable  to  a  partial  one,  and  that  com- 
mittee being  the  one  best  qualified  to  adjust  all  the 
details.  He  thought  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  was  the  correct  one. 

Mr.  STANTON  replied  that  this  measure  was 
of  no  actual  importance  to  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, for  letters  were  already  sent  by  the  Navy 
Department  to  their  foreign  stations,  by  both  pub- 
lic and  private  vessels.  This  bill  was  merely  de- 
signed to  obviate  any  invidious  distinction. 

Mr.  RHETT  continued.  If  what  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  said  was  correct,  there  was 
no  earthly  necessiry  to  pass  this  bill.  If  the  Navy 
Department  could  send  letters  to  other  stations,  she 
could  send  also  to  the  Gulf  squadron.  But  he  did 
not  understand  that  the  Post  Oliice  Department 
had  been  established  to  give  everybody  gratuitous 
facilities  to  send  correspondence  to  foreign  coun- 
tries. In  every  aspect,  therefore,  this  bill  should 
be  subjected  to  an  examination  by  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  motion  to  commit  was  then  agreed  to. 
Mr.  STANTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a   bill  for  the   relief  of  Charles 
Reeder,  W.  R.  Johnson,  and  Thomas  P.  Jones. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  BOTTS,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  petition 
of  Ithamar  Rogers,  and  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  B.,  from  same  committee,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  petitions  of  certain  officers  of  the 
army  of  the  United  Slates  in  Mexico;  of  Frances 
P.  Gardiner,  widow  of  the  late  Geo.  W.  Gardiner; 
of  r'rances  Fowler,  widow  of  the  late  Abraham 
Fowler;  of  Mary  M.  Foot,  widow  of  Lyman  Foot; 
and  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  sundry  officers 
of  thearmy^and  that  they  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Connecticut,  said  he  did  not 
know  what  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions had  to  do  with  the  question,  whether  it  was 
proper  to  grant  pensions  to  the  widows  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  our  present  army  in  the 
event  of  their  falling  in  the  public  service.  [A 
voice:  "We  are  revolutionizing  Mexico."]  A 
revolution  in  Mexico!  He  knew  not  how  even 
our  Mexican  war  could  bring  the  subject  within 
the  province  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions.  He  humbly  apprehended  that  that 
committee  had  nothing  to  do  with  it;  but  that  it 
properly  belonged  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  which  had  jurisdiction  over  this  entire 
subject;  and,  as  he  liad  entire  confidence  in  thai 


committee,  as  well  as  great  respect  for  its  members, 
he  hoped  this  matter  would  be  sent  back  to  it. 

Mr.  BOTTS  begged  to  say  that  it  was  not  of 
the  slightest  consequence  to  him  whether  the  sub- 
ject were  sent  back  or  referred  to  some  other  com- 
mittee; but  he  begged  also  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  T.  Smith] 
to  the  90th  rule  of  this  House,  which  provides  and 
prescribes  what  shall  be  the  duties  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  in  these  words: 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commilteeon  Military  Affairs 
to  take  into  consideration  all  subjects  relating  to  the  mili- 
tary establishment  and  public  defence,  which  may  be  refer- 
red to  them  by  the  House,  and  to  report  there  opinion 
thereupon;  and  also  to  report,  from  time  to  time,  such 
measures  as  may  contribute  to  economy  and  accountability 
in  the  said  establishment." 

The  gentleman  would  therefore  see  that  the  du- 
ties of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  so 
specific  and  so  distinct  from  the  objects  here  con- 
templated by  the  proposed  reference,  that  the^ 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  had  deemed  it 
proper  to  ask  to  be  discharged  from  its  considera- 
tion. Still,  he  held  that  it  was  competent  for  this 
House,  at  its  discretion,  to  refer  such  matters  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Invalid,  or  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions,  neither  of  which  was  expressly  charged 
with  the  consideration  of  such  questions.  But  «s 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  would  have 
much  business  to  occupy  its  members,  and  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions  would  not 
be  so  much  oppressed  with  business,  it  was 
thought,  in  giving  it  a  special  reference,  it  might 
with  much  propriety  be  sent  to  that  committee. 
For  himself,  however,  he  was  perfectly  indifferent 
respecting  the  disposition  the  House  might  make 
of  it. 

Mr.  HARALSON,  as  a  member  of  the  Corn- 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs,  begged  to  state,  that  it 
was  clearly  his  conviction  that  this  subject  should 
be  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions. It  more  appropriately  belonged  to  that,  or 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  than  to  the 
committee  of  which  he  was  a  member.  It  was  not 
material  to  which  of  the  two  Pension  Committees 
it  was  referred;  but  to  one  it  wa.s  obvious  it  should 
go,  for  it  was  an  application  for  a  pension.  Pen- 
sion was  the  object  sought,  and  nothing  else. 
How,  then,  could  it  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  consistently  with  the  rule  which 
prescribed  their  duties?  • 

It  had  been  said  that  the  widows  of  our  officers 
and  soldiers  who  might  fall  in  the  -Mexican  war 
were  not  "invalids,"  nor  the  widows  of  soldiers 
of  the  "revolutionary  war."  True.  But  neither 
were  they  a  part  of  the  "  military  establishment 
and  public  defence,"  and  hence  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  was  not  the  appropriate  commit- 
tee. Certainly  it  was  less  appropriate,  the  memo- 
rial being  an  application  for  a  pension,  than  either 
of  the  two  committees,  both  of  which  had  the  sub- 
ject of  pensions  committed  to  them.  He  should 
vote  to  send  it  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions,  though  it  was  true  the  rule  prescribing 
the  duty  of  that  committee  did  not  itself  embrace 
this  subject.  But  that  was  a  more  appropriate 
reference  than  either  of  the  others. 

The  honorable  gentleman  read  the  95th  and  96th 
rules  prescribing  the  duties  of  the  two  Pension 
Committees — the  one  being  "  to  take  into  consid- 
eration all  such  matters  respecting  pensions  for  ser- 
vices in  the  revolutionary  war,  other  than  invalid 
pensions,"  and  the  other  being  chai-ged  with  those 
invalid  pensions  which  were  the  exception  in  the 
first  of  the  two  rules.  There  was  no  Committee 
on  Pensions  other  than  those  enumerated,  and  it 
would  be  perhaps  most  appropriate  to  send  this 
subject  to  a  special  committee.  If  the  motion  to 
refer  to»the  other  committees  should  fail,  he  should 
certainly  move  such  a  reference.  The  duties  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  would  be  oner- 
ous enough  without  giving  them  in  charge  the  sub- 
ject of  pensions. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Massachusetts,  said  the  appli- 
cation was  for  a  system  of  rewards  for  officers  and 
soldiers  now  in  the  service  of  the  country.  This 
necessarily  involved  a  question  which  was  contra- 
ry to  the  genius  of  our  institutions-,  and  it  should 
be  well  considered  before  a  system  was  establish- 
ed for  the  future  involving  such  weighty  consider- 
ation. He  was  understood  to  advocate  the  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions, 
but  the  venerable  gentleman  was  not  distinctly 
heard  at  the  reporter's  desk. 
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The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MILLIARD,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eiirn  Aft'airs,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  diplo- 
matic intercourse  of  the  United  States  with  foreign 
nation.s.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  a  ijill  for  settling  tlie  claims  of  the 
heii's  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  deceased.  Read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  RHETT,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of'Benjamin  Hodges,  and  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Cornelius  Manning. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE,  of  New  York,  from  the 
Comn\iilee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  made  an 
adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Anna  Smith  and 
others.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HAMMONS,  from  the  same  committee, 
fhade  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  James 
Hillman.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SYLVESTER,  from  the  same  committee, 
asked  thtit  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
petitions  of  Peter  Rife  and  Silvia  Pond,  widow  of 
Beriah  Pond,  and  that  they  be  laid  on  the  table. 
Agreed  to. 

Also,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Esther 
Scolley.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DONNELL,   from    the   same   committee, 

'  made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Joseph 

Carter  and  Benjamin  Jolinson.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  House 
relative  to  the  expediency  of  allowing  a  pension  to 
Artemas  Conant,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Comrnit^ee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Mitchell;  a  bill  for  tiie  relief  of  Jesse  Young;  and 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Silas  Waterman.  Read  and 
coiiunitied. 

Mr.  HENLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pat- 
ents, reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  he  requested 
to  coniniuiiicrue  to  this  House  wliat  Ingislaliou  is  necessary 
to  provifle  room  in  the  Patent  Office  building  for  the  arrange  - 
m'lMt  ofniidels  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  the  ex;iminers 
Buch  aece-s  to  tliem  as  is  necessary  for  them  in  the  dis- 
charge of  tlicir  duties. 

Read  and  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communications: 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
transmitting,  in  obedience  to  the  act  of  the  20th  of 
April,  1818,  and  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  of 
2Gth  of  August,  1842,  a  report  of  the  names  and 
compen.sation  of  the  several  persons  employed  in 
tlie  Department  of  State,  and  also  in  the  Patent 
Office,  during  the  last  year.     Laid  on  the  table. 

A  communication  fi-om  the  Secretary  of  War, 
ti-ansmittitig,  in  obedience  to  tiie  act  of  2d  April, 
1794,  n  report  of  the  expenses  of  the  national 
armories,  with  an  account  of  the  arms  made  and 
repaired  therein  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1847.     Laid  on  the  table. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  20th  section 
of  the  act  of  August  2G;  1842,  a  statement  of  the 
expenditures  from  the  contingent  fund  of  that  de- 
partment during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1847. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
transmitting,  in  coinpliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  the  22  J  ultimo,  a  repoi-i  in  reference 
to  the  commerce  of  the  lakes  and  western  rivers. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  pf  the 
Trea.sury,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the 
20th  section  of  the  act  of  the  26th  of  August,  a 
report  of  the  expcndituie  of  the  contingent  fund  of 
that  department.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Expenditures. 

A  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Building.s  of  the  manner  in  which  all  appropria- 
tions for  the  public  buililings  and  grounds  have 
t)eeii  applied  during  the  jiast  year.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Publit,  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

A  rcpoit  from  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, transmitting  a  report  of  the  names 
and  compensation  of  the  sevenii  persons  cmjiloyed 
in  his  office  during  the  past  year.  Laid  on  the 
table. 


.SENATE  BILLS, 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  taken 
up,  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson. 

A  bill  concerning  certain  collection  districts,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  administrator  of  Elisha 
L.  Keen,  deceased. 

A  bill  |jroviding  for  the  payment  of  the  claim  of 
Walter  R.  Johnson  against  the  United  Slates. 

A  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  "  An  act 
to  regulate  the  exercise  of  the  appellate  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Supreme  Court  in  certain  cases,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Rhodes. 

A  bill  providing  for  the  appointment  of  assist- 
ant pursers  in  the  navy. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of  the  manu- 
script papers  of  the  late  James  Madison,  former 
President  of  the  United  Stales. 

A  bill  to  provide  clothing  for  volunteers  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

A  bill  to  promote  the  filling  up  of  vacancies  in 
the  volunteer  corps  now  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

A  bill  making  an  additional  appropriation  for 
the  dry  dock  at  the  Brooklyn  navy-yard. 

A  resolution  in  favor  of  i)avid  Shaw  and  Solo- 
mon T.  Corser. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  to 
the  barque  Canton,  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  moved  that  the  bill  be  now 
put  on  its  passage. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  of  the  House  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  grant  a  register  to  the  barque 
Sarah  and  Eliza,  engrossed  by  order  of  the  House 
some  days  since,  was  taken  up,  read  a  third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED  ON  LEAVE. 

By  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York  :  A  bill  to 
erect  fortifications  and  establish  a  military  depot 
at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee  river,  in  the 
State  of  New  York.     Read  twice  and  referred. 

By  Mr.  RHETT:  A  bill  declaring  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  the  acts  passed  by  the  States  laying 
tonnage  duties  to  improve  the  navigation  within 
the  Slates.     Read  and  referred. 

By  Mr.  BINGHAM:  A  bill  to  apply  certain 
alternate  sections  of  the  public  domain  to  the  com- 
]iletion  of  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  in  the 
State  of  Michigan.     Read  and  referred. 

Mr.  SIMS  presented  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Slate  of  South  Carolina  relative  to  the 
establishment  of  a  branch  mint  at  Charleston,  in 
said  State.     Referred. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow, 
or  on  some  subsequent  day,  he  should  ask  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Vir- 
ginia military  land  warrants  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
and  returning  surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land 
Oflice. 

THE  president's  ANNUAL  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  resolv- 
ed itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  J.  R. 
Ingersoi.l,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  chair,)  and 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  annual  mes- 
sage of  the  President  of  tiie  United  States  and  the 
resolutions  referring  the  same  to  various  appropri- 
ate committees. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor 
from  last  evening,  addressed  the  committee.  With- 
out wasting  the  time  of  the  committee  with  any 
preliminary  remarks,  he  would  proceed  at  once, 
he  said,  to  the  consideration  of  the  subject  he  pro- 
posed to  discuss. 

Some  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  if  not  all  of  them,  who  had  addressed  the 
committee  within  the  last  few  days,  had,  if  he  had 
understood  them  correctly, spoken  somewhat  com- 
plainingly  of  the  vote  which  was  given  some  week 
or  ten  days  since  in  this  House,  by  which  it  was 
derlared  that  the  present  war  with  Mexico  was 
"  unnecessarily  and  unconstitutionally  commenced 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States."  lie 
agreed  with  them,  if  he  understood  them  properly, 
so  far  as  to  say  that  such  a  vote  ought  not  to  have 
been  given  wantonly;  that  it  was  wrong,  if  so 
given;  that  no  member  ought  to  have  given  such 


a  vote,  unless  he  thought  he  was  voting  in  accord- 
ance with  the  t:-uth.  He  was  one  of  those  who 
had  voted  thus,  and  he  proposed  to  present  some 
of  the  reasons  which  actuated  him  in  so  doing. 

When  this  war  first  commenced,  he  did  not  ex- 
pect it  would  last  so  long  as  it  had  already  done. 
It  was  then  his  opinion,  that  all  those  who,  for 
the  reason  of  not  knowing  enough,  or  of  knowing 
too  much,  on  the  subject,  as  they  understood  it, 
could  not  conscientiously  approve  the  course  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  in  relation  to 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  should,  neverthe- 
less, as  good  and  patriotic  citizens,  remain  silent 
upon  that  question  until  the  war  should  have  ter- 
minated. And,  in  accordance  with  that  view,  he 
had,  up  to  the  time  he  arrived  in  this  city,  at  the 
commencement  of  this  session,  never  expressed 
his  opinion  in  relation  to  whether  or  not  the  war 
was  justly  commenced  on  the  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  He  had  tried  to  act 
upon  that  principle,  believing  he  was  doing  right 
in  so  doing.  He  found  that  view  had  been  taken 
by  some  with  whom  he  agreed  in  political  senti- 
ment, and  especially  by  Mr.  Ex-President  Van 
Buren. 

He  (Mr.  L.)  was  inclined  to  think  he  would 
have  adhered  to  that  view  even  yet,  were  it  not 
that  the  President  himself  and  some  of  his  friends 
would  not  permit  those  to  be  silent  who  wished  to 
be  so  upon  that  question.  The  President  himself, 
as  was  well  known,  in  his  messages,  especially  in 
his  late  annual  messaga  to  Congress,  attempted  to 
argue  every  silent  vote  given  in  flivor  of  supplies 
for  the  war  into  an  approval  of  his  conduct  in  the 
commencement  of  it,  and  of  his  mode  of  prosecuting 
the  war.  He  would  not  refer  to  particular  in- 
stances in  relation  to  this  point,  with  the  single 
exception  of  this:  take,  for  instance,  the  declara- 
tion in  the  late  message,  in  which  the  President 
tells  us,  that  when  he  announced  to  Congress  that 
hostilities  had  commenced.  Congress,  by  a  vote  ap- 
proaching very  nearly  to  unanimity,  declared  the 
war  to  exist  by  the  act  of  Mexico;  only  two  in 
the  Senate  and  fourteen  in  the  House,  he  says, 
dissenting.  Now,  what  he  wished  to  refer  to  was 
this.:  that  the  President  here  attempted  to  prove, 
that  with  this  small  exception,  the  members  of 
the  Senate  and  the  House  of  Piepresentatives  were 
for  backing  him  in  the  declaration  that  "  war  ex- 
ists by  the  act  of  Mexico;"  whereas  the  same 
journal  which  told  him  that  only  fourteen  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  voted  against  this 
declaration,  when  forced  in  as  a  preamble  to  the 
bill  and  coupled  with  supplies — that  same  journal 
told  him  that  sixty-seven  voted  against  it  when 
disconnected  with  the  question  of  supplies.  So 
that  the  President  came  forward  and  attempted  to 
prove,  by  telling  what  is  the  truth,  what  he  could 
not  prove  if  he  told  the  whole  truth;  thus  dealing 
unfairly  with  those  who  had  silently  voted  sup- 
plies, and  compelling  them,  in  justice  to  them- 
selves, to  speak  out  and  prevent,"if  possible,  this 
kind  of  misrepresentation. 

But,  in  addition  to  this,  one  of  his  colleagues 
[Mr.  Richardson]  came  into  this  HoTlse  with  a 
resolution  in  its  terms  expressly  endorsing  the  jus- 
tice of  the  President's  conduct  in  the  beginning  of 
the  war.  So  that  he  found  himself  here,  if  he  was 
inclined  to  give  the  President  his  supplies,  and  say 
nothing  about  the  original  justice  of  the  war — if  he 
was  inclined  to  go  with  him,  to  look  ahead  and  not 
back,  in  n  position  that  he  could  not  do  so.  He 
should  feel  compelled  to  vote  on  this  resolution  in 
the  negative.  And  as  the  President  and  his  friends 
would  not  allow  them  to  do  as  he  wanted  to  do, 
and  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  approved,  he  had  set  him- 
self about  examining  what  position  was  the  right 
one  on  the  justice  of  the  war.  He  had  never  par- 
ticularly examined  this  question  before.  He  had 
refrained  from  so  doing  for  the  reason  he  had  stated. 
When  this  question  was  suddenly  sprung  upon 
the  House  the  other  day,  on  the  part  of  his  own 
politii^al  friends,  declaring  the  war  to  have  been 
unnecessarily  and  unconstitutionally  commenced 
on  the  part  of  the  President,  he  did  not  then  desire 
to  vote  upon  the  question.  Pie  preferred  to  know 
something  more  upon  the  subject.  But  he  voted 
under  the  impression  then  on  his  mind;  which  im- 
pression was  still  on  his  mind,  and  which,  possi- 
bly, could  be  removed.  If  it  could  be,  and  if  it 
should  be  removed,  he  should  take  great  pleasure 
in  reversing  his  vole. 

He  would  now  attempt  to  show  why  it  was  that 
in  the  investigation  he  had  made  he  arrived  at  the 
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conclusion  he  had.  It  was  some  two  or  three 
weeks  ago,  when,  it  might  be  remembei-ed,  he  in- 
troduced resolutions  of  inquiry.  They  followed 
a  short  time,  some  three  or  four  days,  after  the 
movement  of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Richardson,] 
and  they  followed  in  consequence  of  it,  and  would 
not  have  been  introduced  if  the  gentleman's  reso- 
lution had  not.  He  had  introduced  those  resolu- 
tions, those  interrogatories,  with  the  view  of  get- 
ti-ng  at  the  direct  question,  as  he  understood  it,  of 
thejustice  of  the  President's  conduct  in  the  com- 
mencement of  this  war.  It  was  not  for  him  to  say 
that  he  certainly  understood  the  true  question  cor- 
j-ectly — he  only  acted  for  himself.  The  President, 
however,  told  us,  in  his  first  message,  that  hostili- 
ties were  commenced,  or  blood  was  shed — Ameri- 
can blood  was  shed  upon  American  soil.  And  of 
so  much  importance  did  the  President  deem  the 
declaration  that  the  place,  the  very  spot  where 
blood  was  first  spilled  was  our  own  soil,  that  he 
followed  it  up,  and  repeated  that  declaration  in 
almost  the  same  language  in  every  successive  mes- 
sage, certainly  in  every  annual  message  since. 
The  President  seemed  to  attach  great  importance 
to  the  assumed  faot  that  the  soil  was  our  own 
where  hostilities  commenced.  He  (Mr.  L.)  agreed 
with  him  on  the  importance  of  it,  if  he  understood 
the  President.  It  was  his  opinion  that  that  was 
the  very  point  on  which  rightfully  the  President 
should  be  justified  or  condemned.  The  President 
felt,  as  doubtless  every  intelligent  man  felt,  that 
ownership,  title,  v/as  not  itself  a  simple  fact,  it  was 
rather  a  conclusion  drawn  from  one  or  more  single 
facts;  and,  feeling  this,  he  seemed  to  be  sensible 
that  the  bare  statement  that  we  owned  the  soil 
needed  to  be  supported  by  the  facts  on  which  it 
rests.  Accordingly,  in  his  annual  message  in 
December,  1846,  he  came  forward  with  a  string  of 
proof  on  that  point.  He  (Mr.  L.)  proposed  to  ex- 
amine tliat  proof,  and  to  show  that  it  in  no  way 
attached  to  the  question.  First,  he  made  an  issue 
which  was  a  false  issue.  After  going  on  to  state 
certain  facts,  he  said: 

"  But  there  are  tliose  who,  conceding  all  this  to  be  true, 
assume  the  ground  that  the  true  western  boundary  of  Texas 
is  the  Nueces  instead  of  the  Kio  Grande  ;  and  that,  tlierefore, 
in  mavchins  our  army  to  the  east  bank  of  the  latter  river,  we 
passed  the  Texan  line,  and  invaded  the  territory  of  Mexi- 
co." 

Now,  he  said,  this  was  an  issue  ingeniously 
framed  for  the  admission  of  improper  testimony. 
If  the  President  had  desired  to  meet  the  e.xact  point 
of  issue,  he  would  have  said,  the  soil  on  which 
hostilities  commenced,  I  declare  to  be  ours.  There 
are  those  who  say  it  is  not.  ]Now  for  the  proof. 
Did  he  make  any  such  issue.'  Did  he  not,  in- 
stead, make  an  issue  of  two  affirmatives,  and 
speak  in  one  part  of  his  message  of  one  river,  and 
in  another  part  of  the  other  river,  leavjing  all  the 
intermediate  space  to  play  upon?  After  stating 
the  issue  as  he  had  described,  the  President  went 
on  then  with  his  proof.  He  (Mr.  L.)  had  an- 
alyzed and  classified  the  various  items,  facts,  and 
declarations,  which  made  up  the  whole  proof 
brought  forward  by  the  President  of  the  correct- 
ness of  his  position. 

The  first  item  was,  that  the  western  boundary 
of  Louisiana,  as  we  purchased  it  of  France,  was 
the  Rio  Grande. 

The  next  was,  that  the  Republic  of  Texas  al- 
ways claimed  the  Rio  Grande  to  be  her  western 
boundary.  Then  came  a  class  of  declarations,  the 
amount  of  which  was,  that  she  hW  always — upon 
paper,  in  her  constitution,  by  forming  her  con- 
gressional districts,  in  laying  out  her  counties, 
collection  districts,  &c. — claimed  it  to  be  her  west- 
ern boundary.  And  then  that  a  treaty  was  made 
by  her  with  Santa  Anna,  in  which  Santa  Anna 
recognized  the  Rio  Grande  as  the  western  bound- 
ary of  Texas. 

Next  came  a  declaration,  or  a  class  of  declara- 
tions, that  jurisdiction  had  been  by  Texas,  or  by 
the  United  Slates  since  Texas  was  admitted  into 
the  Union,  exercised,  not  upon  the  eastern  bank 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  but  between  the  two  rivers. 

And,  lastly,  it  was  declared  that  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  understood,  at  the  time  Texas 
was  admitted  into  the  Union,  that  the  boundary 
of  Texas  extended  beyond  the  Nueces. 

This  was  the  whole  testimony  which  Mr.  Polk 
brought  forward;  and  he  told  us  it  was  a  simple 
statementof  facts,  that  clearly  |)rovcd  that  in  march- 
ing the  army  from  the  Nueces  to  the  llio  Grande 
he  did  not  invade  the  territory  of  Mexico.  He 
proposed  for  a  little  while  to  examine  this  proof, 


item  by  item,  for  tlje  purpose  of  showing  that  it 
was  not  the  proof  at  all  which  was  necessary  to 
sustain  the  President  in  the  position  which  he 
took. 

First,  as  to  the  declaration  that  the  Rio  Grande 
was  the  western  boundary  of  Louisiana,  as  pur- 
chased by  France.  All  knew  that  that  purchase 
was  in  1803;  and  the  President  himself  told  us  that 
by  the  treaty  of  1819  we  sold  the  land  east  of  the 
Rio  Grande — to  the  Sabine,  he  believed — to  Spain. 
He  wanted  to  make  but  a  single  remark  upon  this 
point.  How  the  line  that  divided  your  land  and 
mine  still  remains  the  dividing  line  after  I  have  sold 
my  land  to  you,  was  to  him  past  all  comprehen- 
sion. And  how  a  man,  with  the  honest  purpose 
of  telling  "  the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth," 
could  have  ever  thought  of  introducing  such  a 
piece  of  "  proof,"  was  equally  incomprehensible. 

The  next  point  was,  the  declaration  that  the  B.e- 
public  of  Texas  always  claimed  the  Rio  Grande 
as  her  western  boundary.  That  was  not  true  in 
point  of  fact.  She  did  not  "  always"  claim  it. 
She  did  claim  it,  but  not  always.  The  constitution 
by  which  she  was  admitted  into  the  Union — which, 
being  her  last  act  as  a  Republic,  might  be  said  to 
be  her  "last  will  and  testament,"  "revoking  all 
others" — made  no  such  claim.  But  suppose  it 
were  true  that  she  had  always  claimed  it,  had  not 
Mexico  always  claimed  that  it  was  not  so.'  If 
Texas  had  always  claimed  that  the  Rio  Grande 
was  her  western  boundary,  had  not  Mexico  always 
claimed  directly  the  reverse  .''  So  that  it  was  noth- 
ing but  claim  against  claim,  and  there  v/as  nothing 
})roved  until  you  got  behind  the  claims,  and  saw 
which  stood  upon  the  best  foundation.  And  what 
he  here  said  in  reference  to  these  claims  of  his 
was  equally  applicable  to  all  the  President  said 
about  Texas,  under  her  republican  constitution, 
having  always  claimed  to  the  Rio  Grande;  and  her 
laying  out  her  congressional  districts,  towns,  coun- 
ties, &c.,  all  stood  on  the  same  ground.  You  might 
just  as  well  say  I  could  get  a  valid  title  to  your  land 
by  writing  a  deed  and  signing  it,  as  to  say  that  Texas 
could  get  the  land  of  another  by,  at  home,  including 
within  her  boundary,  upon  paper,  a  certain  piece 
of  territory,  when  it  was  itself  where  she  dare  not 
go.     The  thing  was  preposteroust! 

Next  came  the  declaration  that  Santa  Anna,  by 
his  treaty  with  the  Republic  of  Te.\as,  recognized 
the  Rio  Grande  as  the  western  boundary  of  Tex- 
as. Now,  he  would  just  say,  if  anybody  wanted 
to  be  amused  by  seeing  a  very  little  thing  called 
by  a  very  big  name,  let  them  turn  to  Niles's  Re- 
gister, volume  50,  page  336,  and  they  would  see 
the  thing  that  Mr.  Polk  called  a  treaty,  and  would 
find  it  to  be  a  most  extraordinary  thing,  too.  It 
might  be  said  he  referred  to  a  curious  place  for  a 
treaty.  He  should  have  thought  so,  too,  on  the 
start;  but  he  had  tolerable  proof  that  the  Presi- 
dent himself  never  saw  it  except  there.  It  was 
not  in  the  State  Department;  it  was  there  he  got 
track  of  it,  from  being  on  the  track  of  the  Presi- 
dent. He  believed,  too,  that  during  the  first  ten 
years  of  its  life,  it  was  never  called  a  "treaty;" 
that  until  it  became  necessary  to  dignify  it  by  the 
name  of  "  treaty,"  for  the  purpose  of  lending  the 
President  some  support,  it  was  never  called  a 
"  treaty."  Santa  Anna,  in  making  it,  did  not  as- 
sume to  act  as  a  magistrate,  or  as  the  authorized 
officer  of  the  Republic,  but  only  as  commander-in- 
chief  of  her  army.  He  did  not  recognize  the  in- 
dependence of  Texas;  he  did  not  stipulate  for  the 
termination  of  the  war;  he  did  not  say  anything, 
from  beginning  to  end,  about  boundary.  All  he 
did  say  was  to  stipulate  that  the  forces  of  Mexico 
should  evacuate  Texas,  passing  to  the  other  side 
of  the  Rio  Grande.  And  then  by  another  article 
it  was  expressly  stipulated  that  the  Texan  forces 
should  not  go  within  five  leagues — it  did  not  say 
of  what;  but  the  stipulation  being  made  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  a  collision  between  the  two 
armies,  as  a  matter  of  course  it  meant  five  leagues 
from  the  Rio  Grande.  Now,  it  was  most  strange, 
if  this  thing  was  a  treaty  of  boundary,  that  Texas 
should  have  expressly  stipulated  in  it  that  her 
forces  should  not  go  within  five  leagues  of  it. 
Who  ever  heard  of  a  nation  entering  into  a  treaty 
of  boundary,  and  agreeing  not  to  go  within  five 
leagues  of  the  boundary  agreed  on.'  The  fact  was, 
it  was  nothing  more  or  less  than  an  article  of 
agreement,  and  it  was  so  called  on  its  own  face, 
entered  into  by  Santa  Anna,  by  which  to  get  his 
liberty.  Pie  stipulated  that  he  would  not  liim- 
self  take  up  arms,  nor  encourage   the  Mexican 


people  to  do  so,  during  the  existing  war,  leaving 
it  expressly  understood  that  there  was  no  termina- 
tion of  the  war.  Nobody  supposed  it  was  a  trea- 
ty, because  it  was  well  known,  as  it  has  many 
times  been  stated,  that  Santa  Anna,  being  a  pris- 
oner of  war  at  the  time,  could  not  have  made  a 
treaty,  if  he  had  tried  to  do  so.  But  he  never  in- 
tended to  make — he  never  jnade — any  such  thing. 
There  was  no  mark,  no  characteristic  about  it  of 
a  treaty  at  all.  • 

He  next  came  to  notice  the  declaration  of  the 
President,  that  Texas  before  annexation,  and  the 
United  States  since  annexation,  had  exercised  ju- 
risdiction over  the  country  between  the  two  rivers 
— the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande.  This  testi- 
mony was  good  as  far  as  it  went;  but,  according  to 
the  President's  own  admission,  it  did  not  go  to  the 
place  where  it  was  claimed  to  go.  It  possibly 
might  go  there,  but  it  did  not  by  fair  implication; 
for  he  did  not  understand  that  exercising  jurisdic- 
tion over  territory  between  two  rivers  necessarily 
implied  the  exercise  of  jurisdiction  over  the  whole 
territory  between  them.  For  instance,  he  himself 
exercised  jurisdiction  over  land  between  the  Wa- 
bash and  the  Mississippi  rivers;  but,  so  far  from 
his  exercising  jurisdiction  over  the  whole  of  the 
land  between  these  two  rivers,  the  lot  which  he 
owned  was  only  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  deep, 
and  fifty  feet  wide.  He  knew,  then,  from  actual 
experience,  that  it  was  possible  [a  laugh]  to  exercise 
jurisdiction  over  a  piecp  of  land  between  two  rivers 
without  owning  the  ivhole  counlrij  between  them. 
And  when  you  come  to  examine  this  declaration, 
this  was  just  the  amount  of  it.  The  President  did 
not  say  anything  more. 

He  now  came  to  examine  the  last  of  the  Presi- 
dent's "  proofs,"  viz:  that  Congress,  at  the  time 
they  admitted  Texas,  understood  the  boiTndary  of 
Texas  to  extend  beyond  the  Nueces.  He  (Mr. 
L.)  understood  it  so.  There  was  no  dispute  be- 
tween them,  at  least  between  the  President  and 
him,  (Mr.  L.,)  as  to  the  understanding  that  Texas 
extended  beyond  the  Nueces.  He  agreed  with  the 
President  that  it  did.  But  did  the  President  say, 
did  anybody  say,  that  it  extended  clear  to  the  Rio 
Grande?  It  might  be  said,  it  was  true,  that  there 
were  people  who  understood  a  man  could  not  cross 
a  river  without  going  all  the  Vv'ay  to  the  next  river. 
That  was,  at  least,  a  possibility ;  and  he  understood 
it  might  be  a  probability,  when  it  suited  the  pur-, 
pose  of  the  person,  if  there  were  not  in  this  case  a 
little  matter,  called  truth,  that  forbid  saying  so. 

Having  now  gone  through  with  the  examination 
of  all  this  testimony — all  the  different  classifica- 
tions of  it — he  wished  to  remark,  that  if  any  man 
should  show  that  immediately  surrounding  the 
place  where  hostilities  commenced  there  was  a 
peaceable  Mexican  settlement;  that  Mexicans  had 
inhaliited  there  for  many  years;  that  they  had 
never  submitted,  either  by  force  or  by  consent,  to 
the  authority  of  Texas  or  of  the  United  States, — 
if  any  man  should  declare  that  to  be  true,  there 
was  nothing  to  any  one  message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  that  contradicted  it;  and  he 
wished  the  House  and  the  country  particularly  to 
remark  the  apparent  carefulness  upon  the  part  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  not  to  say  yea 
or  nay  on  that  point.  In  courts  of  justice  he  had 
often  seen,  when  men  were  arraigned  and  defend- 
ed by  able  counsel,  the  counsel  striving  to  be- 
fog the  consideration  of  a  point,  working  round 
in  some  way  to  divert  attention  from  a  point 
which  they  knew  they  dare  not  admit,  and  could 
not  deny;  and  if  he  had  ever  seen  such  a  case, 
here  was  the  evidence  of  just  such"  another.  [A 
laugh.] 

He  now  wished  to  state  briefly  what  he  under- 
stood to  be  the  true  rule  for  the  purpose  of  deter- 
mining what  was  the  boundary  between  Texas  and 
Mexico.  In  the  first  place,  the  President  said  that 
that  country  belonged  to  France;  we  bought  it; 
then  we  sold  it  to  Spain;  then  Mexico  revolution- 
ized against  Spain;  and  afterwards  Texas  revolu- 
tionized against  Mexico,  and  became  the  owner 
of — something.  What,  and  how  much,  he  was 
about  to  state.  She  did  not  purchase  it.  If  she 
got  it  in  any  way,  she  got  it  by  revolution;  one 
of  the  most  sacred  of  rights — the  right  which  he 
believed  was  yet  to  emancipate  the  world;  the 
right  of  a  people,  if  they  have  a  government  they 
do  not  like,  lo  rise  and  .shake  it  off.  In  the  exer- 
cise of  that  right,  the  Texans  shook  oil' the  Mex- 
ican yoke.  But  how  far?  Did  the  nation— did 
the  people  revolutionize  by  Hnes?    Certainly  not. 
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They  revolutionized  exactly  to  the  extent  that  they 
took  part  in  it.  When  they  rose  up  and  shook  off 
the  old  Government,  so  much  of  the  country  was 
theirs.  And  where  were  the  people  that  did  not 
rise  ?  They  remained  with  the  old  Government. 
It  was  this  right  of  revolution,  and  it  could  not  be 
a  perfect  riu;ht  if  it  could  not  be  exercised  until 
every  individual  inhabitant  was  in  favor  of  it.  It 
would  be  no  right.  Minorities  must  submit  to 
majorities.  * 

Just  such  was  the  ca.se  with  the  Tories  in  the 
American  Revolution.  They  were  obliijed  to  sub- 
mit to  the  majority — the  great  body  of  the  people, 
who  rose  and  put  them  down  by  force.  Now,  he 
said,  when  the  Texan  people  rose  up  and  shook 
off  the  iVIexican  Government,  they  put  down  the 
minority  among  them  who  were  not  disposed  to 
go  with  them  and  became  owners  of  the  soil  them- 
selves; the  country  belonged  to  Texas.  But  if 
there  were  an  isolated  portion  of  people  who 
took  no  part  in  the  movement,  over  whom  the 
revolutionary  party,  by  force  or  otherwise,  had 
never  been  able  to  extend  their  power,  then  that 
people  and  the  country  they  occupied  were  not 
included  witliin  the  Imundaries  of  the  territory 
revolutionized.  No  rule  could  be  more  just,  more 
ref)ublican,  more  in  conformity  with  natural  right. 
Why,  under  the  rule  that  one  portion  of  the  peo- 
ple have  the  right  to  rise  and  shake  off  their  Gov- 
ernment, another  portion  have  precisely  the  same 
right  to  remain  as  they  were.  When  they  rise 
up,  they  liave  a  right  to  put  down  the  minoi'ity. 
But  if  there  were  on  the  Rio  Grande  a  portion  of 
people  who  had  never  been  distarlied  by  them — at 
least  successfully — who  had  never  consented  to 
go,  it  seemed  to  him  in  violation  of  common  sense 
to  claim  tliat  the  people  who  chose  to  remain  there, 
and  who  did  remain  there  notwithstanding  all  the 
force  that  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  them,  be- 
lonsced  to  the  revolutionary  governmeut. 

That  was  his  understanding  of  this  subject, 
and  be  believed  it  was  the  right  understanding. 
He  had  proposed  by  the  resolution  he  had  offered 
to  get  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  talk  to 
the  House  on  this  point,  which  he  seemed  ex- 
ceedingly anxious  to  avoid.  Other  people  talked 
about  it ;  he  would  like  to  have  the  President 
do  so  ;  and  he  had  framed  some  interrogato- 
ries for  this  piH-pose.  He  (Mr.  L.)  now  declared 
^lere,  that  if  by  party  zeal,  if  by  listening  to  rep- 
resentations which  were  erroneous,  he  had  been 
induced  to  suppose  wliat  was  not  true  in  relation 
to  this  Mexican  settlement  east  of  the  Rio  Grande; 
if  the  President  would  come  forward  frankly  and 
give  them  facts,  not  arguments,  remembering  tliat 
he  sits  where  Washington  sat,  and  answering  as 
Washington  would  have  answered — remembering 
that  a  nation  should  not  be  evaded,  that  the  Al- 
mighty would  not  be — and  would  show  that  he 
sent  the  army  among  a  people  acknowledging 
allegiance  to  us  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Rio 
Grande, — if  he  wmild  show  this  by  facts,  he  (Mr. 
L.)  would  be  most  happy  to  reverse  his  vote.  He 
would  go  the  other  way — would  go  with  him. 

But  if  he  could  not,  or  would  not;  if  on  any 
pretence  or  no  pretence  he  refused  to  do  it,  he 
(Mr.  L.)  should  then  be  fully  convinced,  of  what 
lie  more  than  suspected,  that  the  President  was 
deeply  conscious  of  being  in  tlie  wrong  in  this 
matter;  that  he  felt  the  blood  of  this  war,  like 
the  blood  of  Abel,  was  ci-ying  from  the  ground 
against  him;  that  originally  he  must  have  liad 
some  strong  motive — what  it  was  lie  would  not 
now  slo])  to  intjuire — for  involving  the  two  coun- 
tries in  svar;  that,  having  thai  motive,  he  iuid  trust- 
ed to  avoid  the  scrutiny  of  his  own  conduct  by 
directing  the  attention  of  the  nation,  by  fixing  the 
public  eye  upon  nulitnry  glmy — that  rainbow  tliat 
ri.se.s  in  .showers  of  blood — that  ser[)eni'.s  eye  that 
charms  but  to  destroy;  and  thus  calculating,  had 
plunged  into  this  war,  until  disappointed  as  to  the 
ease  by  wtiicli  Mexico  could  be  subdued,  he  found 
liim.scif  at  last  he  kricw  not  wliere. 

Whoever  carefully  examined  this  la.st  message, 
would  find  th.it,  like  one  in  the  half  insane  ex- 
citement of  a  fevered  dream,  in  one  f)lace  the  Pres- 
ident said  that  Mexico  has  nothing  but  land;  in 
ajiother  part,  he  exjiect.s  to  support  the  army  by 
iniliUiry  contributions.  And  again,  that  the  war 
is  waged  for  the  good  of  Mexico,  to  prevent  for- 
eign interference;  that  it  is  for  the  honor  of  the 
nation,  and  particularly  for  security  for  the  future. 
In  anotiier  pla<;e,  that,  with  the  excejjiion  of  ter- 
ritorial itidcmnity,  there  ia  no  object  for  the  war; 


and,  after  saying  this,  he  proposes  that  we  should 
take  by  act  of  Congress  all  he  asked  for  indem- 
nity last  fall,  and  the  whole  province  of  California 
besides:  take  all,  according  to  his  own  statement, 
that  we  are  ^fighting  for,  and  still  to  fight  on  !  If 
that  was  really  all  he  wanted,  why  did  it  not  occur 
to  him  that  when  we  had  got  it  we  should  stop.' 
He  tidked  like  an  insane  man.  He  did  not  pro- 
)iose  to  give  Mexico  any  credit  at  all  for  the  coun- 
try we  had  already  conquered;  he  proposed  to  take 
more  than  he  asked  last  fall,  and  not  give  her  any 
credit,  but  to  fight  on. 

In  another  place,  we  are  told  that  we  must  have 
indemnity  for  the  expenses  of  the  war.  It  was 
strange  that  it  did  not  occur  to  the  President  that 
it  would  be  a  little  difficult  to  get  indemnity  after 
the  expenses  had  transcended  in  amount  the  whole 
value  of  her  territory.  She  had  nothing  but  land, 
the  President  told  us,  and,  after  we  have  got  all 
that,  where  is  the  indemnity.' 

The  President  says,  again,  that  the  national 
independence  of  Mexico  is  to  be  maintained.  How 
to  be  maintained,  after  we  own  all  her  territory.' 
How  are  we  to  keep  up  the  national  independence, 
the  separate  existence  of  Mexico,  after  we  have 
taken  all  her  territory.'  And  lest  it  should  be 
thought  by  some  that  he  was  talking  in  a  specula- 
tive and  not  a  jiractical  point,  he  would  say  that 
i  the  President  proposed,  as  appeared  from  looking 
at  the  map,  that  ue  should  take  almost  one-half  of 
the  Mexican  territory;  that  was,  the  unsettled  half, 
which  was  certainly  worth  more  than  the  settled 
half.  In  the  unsettled  part,  we  could  establish 
land  offices,  sell  the  lands,  and  introduce  an  Amer- 
ican population  into  the  country.  But  when  we 
came  to  take  the  other  half,  the  land  already  be- 
longed to  individuals,  and  we  could  derive  little 
benefit  from  it;  for  he  believed  it  was  not  proposed 
to  kill  the  Mexican  population,  to  drive  them 
out,  to  confiscate  their  lands  and  their  property,  or 
to  make  them  slaves.  How,  then,  could  we  derive 
any  benefit  from  the  densely-settled  portion .'  And 
if  we  were  already  entitled  to  the  best  half,  how 
much  longer  should  we  prosecute  the  war  before 
we  should  be  entitled  to  the  worst  half.'  The 
question,  then,  was  not  a  speculative,  but  a  prac- 
tical question,  pressing  close  upon  us;  and  yet  the 
President  seemed  never  to  have  thought  of  it  at 
all! 

Then,  again,  in  relation  to  the  mode  of  prose- 
cuting the  war,  or  of  securing  peace,  the  message 
declared  that  we  were  to  j)rosecute  it  more  vigor- 
ously, until  at  last  it  dropped  down  in  a  sort  of 
desponding  tone,  and  told  us  that  the  continued 
successes  of  our  arms  may  fail  to  secure  a  satisfac- 
tory peace,  and  perhaps  we  may  wheedle  the 
Mexican  people  to  throw  off  their  rulers  and  adopt 
our  Government.  And  then  it  concludes  that  we 
may  fail  in  this,  and  goes  back  to  the  old  thing, 
and  recommends  a  more  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  war,  which  it  was  just  admitted  might  fail  to 
secure  the  end  desired. 

In  all  this,  the  President  showed  himself  dis.sat- 
isfied  with  the  conclusions  he  had  assumed.  PJe 
took  up  one  suggestion,  and  tried  to  argue  us  into 
it,  but  argued  hnnself  out  of  it;  he  then  took  up 
another,  and  went  through  the  same  process,  and 
returned  to  the  first;  showing  himself  dissatisfied 
with  all,  and  appearing  like  a  man  on  a  hot  shovel, 
finding  no  place  on  wliich  he  could  settle  down. 
[Laughter.] 

Again,  in  relation  to  the  termination  of  the  war, 
the  President  nowhere,  if  he  had  read  the  message 
right,  intimated  any  opinion  as  to  when  this  war 
would  come  to  an  end.  It  did  not  seem  to  have 
occurred  to  him  to  say  anything  about  tiiat. 
Now,  if  he  remembered  right,  General  Scott  was 
thrown  into  disfavor,  if  not  into  disgrace,  by  the 
same  Administration  for  intimating,  when  the  war 
commenced,  that  peace  could  not  be  conquered  in 
less  than  four  or  five  months.  It  was  now  more 
than  twenty  months  before  this  last  message  was 
written;  it  had  been  prosecuted  most  vigorously; 
officers  and  men  had  done  all  that  it  was  thought 
men  could  do,  and  hundreds  of  things  never  before 
dreamt  of;  and  the  President,  who  was  so  im])a- 
ticnt  at  a  veteran  officer  for  having  expressed  the 
opinion  that  it  would  take  at  least  four  or  five 
months,  came  to  Congress  with  a  long  and  elabo- 
rate messege,  in  which  he  did  not  even  express  an 
imaginary  conception  of  his  own  as  to  when  it 
would  terminate!  How  was  this?  Was  it  not 
true,  as  he  had  said  belbrc,  that  Mr.  Polk  was  lost 
— that  lie  did  not  know  where  he  was — that  he  did 


not  know  what  to  do  .'  He  was  not  satisfied  with 
any  position.  He  forgot  to  take  up  tlie  points  that 
arose  most  obviouslyoutofwhat  he  did  say.  All  this 
went  to  show  that  he  was  most  completely  bewil- 
dered, and  he  (Mr.  L.)  should  be  most  happy  to 
be  assured  that  there  was  not  something  about  his 
conscience  that  was  more  harassing  than  all  his 
mental  perplexities. 

Mr.  L.  having  concluded — 
Mr.  JAMIESON  obtained  the  floor. 
The  Committee  then  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


IN  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  January  12,  1848. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  a  petition  tVom  Elizabeth 
A.  Mellon,  widow  of  the  late  Captain  Charles  Mel- 
lon, killed  by  the  Seminole  Indians  in  1837.  The 
petitioner  tells  Congress  that  "  the  trifling  pittance 
of  five  years'  pension  is  but  a  poor  remuneration  for 
the  loss  to  his  family  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  fireside  and  domestic  circle 
made  desolate  by  the  bereavement,"  and  earnestly 
asks  Congress  to  take  immediate  and  efficient  steps 
in  the  premises;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  YULEE  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Florida,  asking  the  removal  of  the  land  office  in 
the  Alachua  district  from  Newnansville  to  Flem- 
ington;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Also,  additional  documents  in  the  case  of  Isaac 
Varnes;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  the  following  petitions: 
From  Mary  Wellington  and  23  others,  earnest- 
ly praying  Congress  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for 
securing  an  immediate  and  permanent  peace  with 
Mexico,  by  withdrawing  the  troops  from  her  ter- 
ritory, restoring  to  her  possession  the  provinces 
which  we  now  occupy,  and  offering  the  amplest 
atonement  in  our  power  for  all  the  wrongs  which 
may  have  been  inflicted. 

Also,  from  Catharine  C.  Tenny  and  140  other 
ladies  of  Kennebunk,  in  Maine,  praying  in  the 
name  of  our  country,  whose  resources  are  dimin- 
ished, whose  internal  harmony  is  disturbed,  and 
whose  sons  are  perishing;  in  the  name  of  bereaved 
mothers,  wives,  and  daughters;  in  the  name  of  our 
sex,  exposed  to  insult  and  outrage;  in  the  name  of 
our  common  humanity,  which  is  degraded  and 
brutalized  by  war;  and  in  the  name  of  the  religion 
of  Jesus  Christ;  to  put  an  end  to  the  present  ag- 
gressive war,  by  withdrawing  the  troops  and  ap- 
pointing commissioners  of  peace. 

Also,  from  .Teremiah  Phillips  and  149  other  in- 
habitants of  Ohio,  asking  a  speedy  termination  of 
the  war. 

Also,  from  Thomas  C.  Reick  and  106  citizens 
of  Indiana,  asking  the  immediate  withdrawal  of 
our  troops  from  Mexico. 

Also,  from  Setli  Henshaw  and  106  other  citizens 
of  Indiana,  asking  that  Congress  would  refuse  any 
further  supplies  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 

Also,  from  318  ladies  in  Leominster,  Massachu- 
setts, asking  a  speedy  termination  of  the  war  with 
Mexico. 

Also,  a  memorial,  thirty-six  yards  in  length, 
signed  by  2,931  ministers  and  laymen  of  the  Uni- 
tarian church,  asking  the  withdrawal  of  our 
troops,  making  flonement  to  Mexico  for  wrongs 
inflicted,  and  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners 
to  make  a  speedy  and  permanent  peace.  The 
memorial  says: 

"Solpmnly  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  tlie  ex- 
istinz  war  lietvveen  the  United  States  and  Mexico  is  in 
violation  of  tlie  will  of  Rod,  who  has  made  of  one  blood  all 
nations;  of  the  Christian  rclii^ioii,  which  coinniands  for- 
bi^arancc,  forfjivcness,  mercy,  and  love,  alike  between  Slates 
and  persons ;  and  the  spirit  of  humanity,  which  seeks  to 
unite  mankind  in  universal  brotherhood;  and,  therefore, 
deliberately  condemning  it  and  uttering  our  protest  against 
its  coiitiniiaiK'o,  we,  th(!  nndeisisned,  ministers  and  laymen 
of  the  Unitarian  denomination,  do,  as  Christians,  earnestly 
pray  Oon^ri'ss  and  the  Executive  to  take  necessary  steps  for 
seruring  an  iminediatc  and  perinanent  peace  wiUi  Mexico, 
by  withdrawing  the  troops  of  this  nation  from  her  territory, 
restoring  to  her  possession  the  provinces  which  we  now 
occupy,  otTcring  the  amplest  aloncinint  in  our  power  for  the 
wrongs  which  may  have  been  intiuled  by  lis,  and  appoint- 
ing commissioners  cmpowi  red  to  adjust  ()UCStions  in  dispute 
bclwoed  the  two  sister  Republics." 

Mr.  HALE,  in  presenting  the  last  petition,  asked 
leave  to  say  a  single  word.  He  had  been  requested 
by  the  signers  of  the  memorial  to  make  an  expla- 
nation, in  order  to  obviate  any  impression  that  it 
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was  of  a  sectarian  character.  It  was  true  that  it 
was  the  result  of  a  meeting  of  the  ministers  and 
Jaymen  of  the  Unitarian  church,  but  it  had  been 
their  desire  to  obtain  tiie  cooperation  of  other  re- 
ligious sects,  and  they  regretted  that  time  had  not 
allowed  the  gratification  of  this  desire.  They  had 
consequently  been  obliged  to  confine  the  memorial 
to  members  of  their  own  denomination.  As  he 
had  so  recently  received  the  indulgence  of  the  Sen- 
ate while  expressing  his  views  on  the  subject,  he 
would  not  say  a  word  more,  except  to  express  his 
sincere  gratification  at  being  selected  to  present  this 
petition.  No  mark  of  confidence  which  had  ever 
been  conferred  on  him  had  given  him  a  prouder 
satisfaction,  whether  he  looked  to  the  respeaability 
of  the  petitioners  or  the  sentiments  expressed  in 
the  petition. 

The  whole  of  these  petitions  vi^ere  then  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMiMlTTEES. 
Mr.  SEVIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  the  joint  resolution  to  create  a 
board  to  ascertain  and  determine  the  amount  of 
each  of  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  against  Mexico,  with  amendments  contain- 
ing a  proviso  that  nothing  contained  in  said  reso- 
lution shall  be  so  understood  as  making  the  United 
States  answerable  for  the  payment  of  such  claims 
or  any  of  them;  provided,  further,  tiiat  said  board 
shall  not  continue  in  session  more  than  one  year 
from  the  day  which  may  be  fixed  by  the  President 
for  its  first  sitting. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Jacques  Moulon;  which 
was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
Bloss  and  others. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  the  heirs  of  Abner  L.  Duncan. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  reported  the  following  bills, 
which  were  read  a  first  time: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ferdinand  Feilany; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Pistole,  widow 
of  Charles  Pistole; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Engels,  senior. 

Mr.  J.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  ad- 
versely on  the  petition  of  Geo.  Petty. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  me- 
morial of  Mary  D.  Wade,  and  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  memorial  of  George  Lee  and 
other  members  of  the  bar  of  the  western  district  of 
Virginia. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a  bill 
to  change  the  time  for  holding  the  district  courts 
of  the  United  States  in  the  western  district  of  Vir- 
ginia, with  amendment. 

Mr.  YULEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aftairs,  reported  the  following  bills,  which  were 
read  a  first  time: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Captain  Jesse  D.  Elliot; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  forward  officers  of  the 
late  Exploring  Expedition; 

A  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
purchase  from  Doctor  J.  P.  Espy  his  patent  right 
for  the  conical  ventilator,  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Y.,  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jesse 
Turner;  which  was  read  a  first  time.  * 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideratiqn  of  the  peti- 
tion of  Commander  Wm.  M.  Glendy. 

Mr.  CAMERON  moved  to  postpone  the  pre- 
vious orders,  with  a  view  to  take  up  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  William  B.  Slaughter,  late  Secretary 
of  State  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan;  which 
motion  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  read  a  third 
Hime  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

ACQUISITION  OF  TERRITORY. 

The  following  resolutions,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Dickinson  on  the  14th  ultimo,  came  up: 

liesolueJ  That  true  policy  requires  the  Uovernment  of 
tlie  United  States  to  strengliien  it5  |joliiieal  uiid  coininercial 


relations  upon  tliis  continent,  by  the  annexation  of  such 
contiguous  territory  as  may  conduce  to  that  end,  and  can 
be  justly  obtained;  and  that  neither  in  such  acquisition  nor 
in  the  territorial  organization  llierrolcan  any  conditions  be 
constitutionally  imjjosed,  or  institutions  be  provided  for  or 
estal)lished,  inconsistent  with  tlie  right  of  the  people  thereof 
to  form  a  free  sovereign  State,  with  the  powers  and  privi- 
leges of  (lie  original  members  of  the  Confederacy. 

Resolocil,  That,  in  organizing  a  territorial  government 
for  territories  Ix-longing- to  the  United  States,  the  principles 
of  self-government  upon  which  our  federative  system  rests 
will  be  best  promoted,  the  true  spirit  and  meaning  of  the 
Constitution  be  observed,  and  the  Confederacy  strengtli- 
ened,  by  leaving  all  qu.'jstionsconcerning  tli(^  domestic  policy 
therein  to  the  Legislatures  chosen  by  the  people  thereof. 
Mr.  DICKINSON  said  : 

We  are  admonished  by  the  exigencies  of  the 
times  and  the  prevailing  sentiment  of  the  American 
people,  to  strengthen  our  political  and  commercial 
relations  upon  this  continent  by  the  annexation  of 
such  contiguous  territory  as  can  be  justly  obtained , 
as  well  for  the  positive  benefits  the  acquisition  may 
confer,  as  to  shut  out  forever,  as  far  as  practicable, 
the  pernicious  inlluences,  and  impertinent  inter- 
meddlings  of  European  monarchy.  And  while  the 
circumstances  under  which  this  policy  may  pro- 
perly be  enforced,  are  too  varied  and  contingent  to 
be  enumerated  or  suggested,  the  state  of  our  rela- 
tions, both  foreign  and  domestic,  demand  that  it  be 
fully  declared  before  the  world.  We  have  been 
compelled  by  misguided  Mexico  to  resort  to  the 
iillima  ratio  of  nations  for  an  adjustment  of  griev- 
ances. Withhercapital,  her  ports,  her  fortifications 
and  principal  townsinourpossession,shespurns  all 
proposals  /or  accommodation,  and  we  have  no  al- 
ternative left,  consistent  with  national  spirit  or  self- 
respect,  but  to  retain  of  the  possessions  allotted  us 
by  the  tribunal  of  her  own  selection,  ainple  indem- 
nity for  the  wrongs  she  has  heaped  upon  our  Gov- 
ernment and  people.  But  should  she  in  some  sane 
moment  consent  to  negotiate,  she  can  furnish  in- 
demnity only  in  territory,  and  this  Government  can 
accept  of  no  terms  but  such  as  give  full  compensa- 
tion; so  that  whether  we  have  peace  or  war,  treaty 
or  no  treaty,  the  question  of  territorial  acquisition 
cannot  be  avoided.  Had  we  remained  at  peace 
with  Mexico,  the  same  policy  of  acquisition  would 
sooner  or  later  have  been  presented;  and  should  a 
treaty  of  peace  be  negotiated,  and  a  full  indemnity 
be  paid  in  money,  of  which  there  is  no  prospect, 
the  question  of  extending  our  possessions  coulcl 
not  long  be  postponed.  Although  clearly  demand- 
ed by  national  interests  and  almost,  universally 
favored  by  the  American  people,  this  policy  has 
been  embarrassed  by  an  element  of  irritation  calcu- 
lated to  arrest,  if  not  defeat  it  altogether.  Some 
who  profess  to  favor  it,  do  so  only  upon  condition 
that  domestic  slavery  shall  be  prohibited  by  Con- 
gress in  any  acquired  territory;  others,  with 
marked  determination,  oppose  any  increase  with 
such  restrictions;  and  both  these  classes  propose  to 
cooperate  with  the  opponents  of  acquisition  unless 
their  peculiar  views  respectively  are  adopted. 

Believing  that  a  policy  so  eminently  national 
should  not  thus  be  defeated  or  put  at  hazard;  that 
the  legislation  of  Congress  can  have  little  influence 
over  the  domestic  regulation  of  territory;  that  its 
temporary  government  is  a  matter  of  secondary 
importance  compared  with  the  policy  of  acquisi- 
tion; and  that  its  domestic  regulation  may  be  safely 
intrusted  to  those  most  deeply  interested  in  the 
institutions  they  may  establish,  I  have  introduced 
these  resolutions.  They  were  presented  that  the 
Senate  might  form  and  pronounce  its  judgment 
before  the  country,  upon  the  two  great  questions 
embraced  therein,  which  engage  so  large  a  share 
of  the  public  consideration.  They  do  not,  as  is 
supposed  by  some,  bring  here,  with  it  profitless 
discussions  and  exciting  consequences,  the  vexed 
question  of  slavery,  for  it  was  here  before  them; 
but  they  propose  to  transfer  it  hence,  and  leave 
under  the  Constitution  all  questions  concerning 
the  erection  or  prohibition  of  this  institution  in  the 
territories,  to  the  inhabitants  thereof;  that  its  intru- 
sion may  not  hereafter  arrest  the  policy,  defeat' 
the  measures,  or  disturb  the  councils  of  the  nation. 
They  were  offered  iri  the  hope  that  all  who  believe 
in  the  great  cardinal  principle  of  freedom — the 
capacity  of  man  for  his  own  government,  would 
harmonize  conflicting  opinions,  and  unite  upon 
this  common  ground  of  justice  and  equality. 

The  people  of  the  original  Slates  declared  that 
to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  en- 
sure domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  thecommoii 
defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure 
the  blessings  of  liberty  to  thetn.selves  and  their 
posterity,  they  established  the  Constitution.     Al- 


though the  Articles  of  Confederation  which  gave 
place  to  this  instrument,  provided  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Canada  to  the  Union,  and  the  comprehen- 
sive terms  employed  to  explain  the  objects  of  the 
Constitution,  show  that  no  narrow  territorial 
boundaries  were  contemplated,  it  is  apparent  that 
few  statesmen  at  that  early  period  foresaw  the 
early  growth  we  were  destined  to  attain.  Tlie 
wisest  and  ablest  of  the  time  timidly  negotiated 
for  years,  at  the  close  of  the  last  century,  for  the 
right  of  navigating  the  Mississippi,  and  proposed 
to  fix  upon  that  river  as  the  western  boundary  of 
the  United  States  forever. 

And  in  negotiating  for  the  territory  of  Louisiana, 
our  Government  sought  to  procure  only  a  portion, 
and  the  greatest  share  was  virtually  taken  upon 
compulsion.  The  policy  which  from  one  acquisi- 
tion has  already  given  to  this  Union  four  sover- 
eign States,  and  holds  others  in  reserve,  was  at  the 
time  assailed  with  a  virulence  and  denunciation, 
and  threats  of  disunion,  which  may  be  profitably 
consulted  rather  than  copied  by  those  who  are 
alarmed  by,  or  propose  to  repeat,  the  cry  of  territo- 
rial aggrandizement. 

Louisiana,  too,  was  a  Spanish  province,  con- 
tained a  foreign  population,  strangers  to  our  form 
of  government,  and  was  tran,«ferred  with  its  peo- 
ple from  Spain  to  France,  and  from  France  to  the 
United  States,  within  a  few  hours;  and  yet,  what 
State  has  been  more  faithful  to  the  Union,  or  more 
ably  represented  ? 

Territory  beyond  the  Mississippi  was  then  re- 
garded as  almost  without  the  pale  of  probable  civ- 
ilization, and  the  expedition  of  Lewis  and  Clark 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia,  where  the  mail  of 
the  United  States  is  now  regularly  distributed,  was 
hailed  as  an  epoch  in  the  history  of  North  Ameri- 
can enterprise  and  daring. 

But  the  tide  of  emigration  and  the  course  of  em- 
pire have  since  been  westward.  Cities  and  towns 
have  sprung  up  upon  the  shores  of  the  Pacific,  c.nd 
the  river  we  essayed  to  fix  as  our  western,  now 
passes  nearest  to  our  eastern  boundary.  From 
three,  our  population  has  increased  to  twenty  mil- 
lions— from  thirteen,  to  twenty-nine  States",  with 
others  in  the  process  of  formation  and  on  their  way 
to  the  Union.  Two  great  European  Powers  have 
withdrawn  from  the  continent,  yielding  us  their 
possessions;  and  from  the  northern  lakes  to  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  from  the  St.  Lawrence  to  the 
Mississippi,  numerous  aboriginal  nations  have 
been  displaced  before  the  resistless  tide  of  our  pre- 
vailing arts,  arms,  and  free  principles;  and  who- 
ever will  look  back  upon  the  past,  and  forward 
upon  the  future,  must  see,  that,  allured  by  the  jus- 
tice of  our  institutions,  before  the  close  of  the 
present  century,  this  continent  will  teein  with  a  free 
population  of  upwards  of  a  hundred  million  souls. 
Nor  have  we  yet  fulfilled  the  destiny  allotted 
us.  New  territory  is  spread  out  for  us  to  subdue 
and  fertilize;  new  races  are  presented  for  us  to  civ- 
ilize, educate  and  absorb;  new  tiiumphs  for  us  to 
achieve  for  the  cause  of  freedom. 

North  America  presents  to  the  eye  one  great  geo- 
graphical system,  every  portion  of  which,  under 
the  present  facilities  for  communication,  may  be 
made  more  accessible  to  every  other  than  were  the 
original  States  to  each  other  at  the  time  they  form- 
ed the  Confederacy;  it  is  soon  to  become  the  com- 
mercial centre  of  the  world.  And  the  period  is 
by  no  means  remote,  when  man,  regarding  his 
own  wants  and  impulses,  and  yielding  to  tlie  in- 
fluences of  laws  more  potent  than  those  which 
prescribe  artificial  boundaries,  will  ordain  that  it 
shall  be  united  in  political  as  well  as  natural  bonds, 
and  form  but  one  political  system,  and  that  a  free, 
confederated,  self-governed   republic,  represented 

in  a  common  hall  in  the  great  valley  of  the  west 

exhibiting  to  an  admiring  world  the  mighty  results 
which  have  been  achieved  for  freedom  in  the  west- 
ern hemisphere.  Then  will  a  more  perfect  Union 
be  formed,  and  justice  be  established  upon  endur- 
ing foundations— the  domestic  tranquillity  ensured, 
the  common  defence  be  provided  for,  the  general 
welfare  promoted,  and  the  blessings  of  liberty  se- 
cured to  posterity. 

Our  form  of  government  is  admirably  adapted 
to  extended  empire.  Founded  in  the  virtue  and 
intelligence  of  the  people,  and  deriving  its  just 
powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed,  its  in- 
fluences are  as  powerful  for  good  at  the  remotest 
limits  as  at  the  political  centre. 

We  are  unlike  all  communities  which  have  gone 
before  us,  and  illustrations  drawn  from  coniparinw 
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us  with  them,  are  unjust  and  erroneous.  The  so- 
cial order  which  characterizes  our  system  is  as 
unlike  the  military  republics  of  other  times,  as  is 
the  relig:ion  of  the  Saviour  of  men  to  the  imposi- 
tions of  Mahomet.  Our  sy.^tem  wins  by  its  jus- 
tice, wliile  theirs  sought  to  terrify  by  its  power, 
Our  territorial  boundary  may  span  the  continent, 
our  population  be  quadrupled,  and  the  number  of 
our  Slates  be  doubled,  without  inconvenience  or 
danger.  Every  member  of  the  Confederacy  would 
still  sustain  itself,  and  contribute  its  influences  for 
the  general  good;  every  pillar  would  stand  erect, 
and  impart  strength  and  beauty  to  the  edifice.  In 
matters  of  national  legislation,  a  numerouspopu- 
hition,  extended  territory,  and  diversified  interests, 
would  tend  to  reform  abuses  wliicli  would  other- 
wise remain  unredressed,  to  preserve  the  rights  of 
the  States,  and  to  bring  back  the  course  of  legis- 
lation from  the  centialism  to  which  it  is  hasten- 
in?.  One-half  the  legislation  now  brought  before 
Congress  would  be  left  undone,  as  it  should  be;  a 
large  portion  of  the  residue  would  be  presented  to 
the  consideration  of  State  Legislatures;  and  Con- 
gress would  uc  enabled  to  dispose  of  all  matters 
within  the  sco|ic  of  its  legitimate  functions  with- 
out inconvenience  or  delay. 

The  present  political  relations  of  this  continent 
cannot  Ions;  continue,  and  it  becomes  this  nation  to 
be  prepared  for  the  change  which  awaits  it.  If 
the  subjects  of  the  British  Crown  shall  consent  to 
be  ruled  thi'ough  all  time  by  a  distant  cabinet, 
Mexico  cannot  long  exist  under  the  misrule  of 
marauders  and  their  pronunciamentos;  and  this 
was  as  clearly  apparent  before  as  since  the  exist- 
ence of  the  war.  If,  then,  just  acquisition  is  the 
true  policy  of  this  Government,  as  it  clearly  is,  it 
should  be  pursued  by  a  steady  and  unyielding  pur- 
pose, and  characterized  by  the  sternest  principles 
of  national  justice.  It  should  not  rashly  anticipate 
the  great  results  which  are  in  progress,  or  thrust 
aside  the  fruits  when  they  are  produced  and  pre- 
sented. The  national  existence  of  Mexico  is  in 
her  own  keeping,  but  is  more  endangered  at  this 
time  by  her  own  imbecility  and  stubbornness — her 
national  ignoi-ance  and  brutality — than  from  the 
war  we  are  prosecuting  and  all  its  consequences. 
She  has  been  hastening  to  ruin  for  years  upon  the 
flood-tide  of  profligacy  and  corruption;  and  if  she 
is  now  rescued,  and  her  downfall  arrested  and 
postponed  for  a  season,  it  may  justly  be  attributed 
to  the  salutary  influences  of  the  chastisement  she 
has  received.  But  a  majority  of  her  people  belong 
to  the  fated  aboriginal  races,  who  can  neither  up- 
liolil  government  or  be  restrained  by  it;  who  flour- 
ish only  amid  the  haunts  of  savage  indolence,  and 
perish  under,  if  they  do  not  recede  before,  the 
influences  of  civilization.  Like  their  doomed  breth- 
ren, who  were  once  spread  over  the  several  States 
of  the  Union,  they  are  destined,  by  laws  above 
liuman  agency,  to  give  way  to  a  stronger  race 
from  this  continent  or  another.  What  has  been 
the  national  ])rogress  of  Mexico.'  When  our  pop- 
ulation was  three  millions,  hers  was  five;  and 
when  ours  is  twenty,  hers  is  eight;  and  while  we 
liavc  attained  the  highest  rank  among'  the  nations 
of  the  earth,  she  has  fallen  so  low  that  there  is  little 
left  to  wound  her  feelings  or  degrade  her  character. 
She  has  existed  as  an  independent  government,  if 
lier  fretful  and  confused  being  may  be  thus  digni- 
fied, almost  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  has  changed 
her  government  by  military  revolution,  during  that 
period,  as  many  times  as  she  lias  existed  years. 
She  lias  an  extended  and  somewhat  populous 
territory,  without  an  authorized  government  or 
tlie  means  of  insiituting  one,  or  the  virtue  or  intel- 
ligence to  uphold  it.  The  rights  of  her  people  are 
ill  defined  and  worse  protected.  She  has  now 
neither  army  or  navy,  or  means  of  national  defence 
— no  treasury  or  system  of  revenue.  She  has  na- 
tional antipuihies  and  resentments,  but  neither 
national  spirit  nor  national  virtue;  and  has  thus 
far  dragged  out  her  wretched  existence,  like  the 
eagle  of  mythology  chained  to  the  rock,  gnawing 
at  her  own  vitals.  Her  valuable  mines,  rich  agri- 
cJlfural  regions,  and  Pacific  harbors,  jnesent  a 
temptin'^X  occasion  for  European  rapacity  to  revive 
upon  this  continent  their  execrable  proposal  to 
regulate  the  balance  of  power,  in  furtherance  of 
which,  England  haa  already  commenced  seizing 
ujfon  South  American  possessions. 

And  should  our  army  now  be  withdrawn,  leav- 
ing her  deluded  people  the  prey  of  the  ferocious 
»|)iriis  who  have  hastened  her  downfall,  we  may 
(ixpect  to  see  aome  supernumerary  of  the  House 


of  Bourbon  placed  at  their  head  to  play  automa- 
ton to  the  British  Cabinet.  The  policy  of  extend- 
ing our  jurisdiction  over  any  portion  of  Mexican 
territory,  is  a  question  between  Europe  and  Amer- 
ica— between  monarchy  and  freedom — and  not 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of 
Mexico;  and  we  should  not  hesitate  to  extend  our 
protection  to  such  provinces  as  are  held  by  us  in 
undisturbed  possession  now,  and  patiently  await 
the  development  of  the  future.  Should  the  pro- 
gress of  events,  without  injustice  on  our  part,  open 
to  the  enterprise  of  our  citizens  the  rich  mining 
and  agricultural  districts  of  that  country,  and  in- 
fuse among  this  semi-barbarous  people  the  bless- 
ings of  civilization;  should  the  valuable  trade 
which  has  l)een  monopolized  by  England  be  en- 
joyed by  the  States,  and  our  mint  coin  theTuoney 
of  the  world;  and  should  a  passage  across  the 
Isthmus  be  obtained,  placing  the  mouth  of  the 
Columbia  within  two  weeks  sail  of  New  Orleans, 
and  valuable  Pacific  harbors  permanently  secured, 
so  indispensable  to  the  protection  of  our  vast  trade 
in  that  sea,  and  our  settlements  upon  that  coast, 
there  would  be  no  occasion  for  lamentation  or 
alarm.  The  day  is  not  far  distant  when  all  this 
and  much  more  will  be  realized,  through  a  process 
as  fixed  and  unyielding  as  the  laws  of  gravitation. 
And  whenever  the  period  which  determines  whether 
entire  Mexico  shall  come  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States,  or  become  a  colonial  depend- 
ant upon  European  power,  the  duty  of  this  Govern- 
ment will  admit  of  neither  doubt  or  hesitation. 

But  we  have  the  question  of  territorial  extension 
directly  presented  for  our  consideration.  The  Pres- 
ident, in  his  annual  message,  recommends  that  the 
provinces  of  New  Mexico  and  California,  now 
quietly  held  by  us,  be  permanently  retained  as  in- 
demnity, and  .subjected  to  the  civil  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States.  Upon  this  just  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Executive  we  shall  soon  be  called  to 
act;  and  while  the  great  mass  of  the  American 
people  will  approve  the  suggestion,  some  will  crave 
our  sympathies  while  they  mourn  over  what  they 
are  jileased  to  term  the  "  dismemberment  of  Mex- 
ico." Let  those  who  may,  indulge  this  misplaced 
and  sickly  sentiment.  Such  of  the  Mexican  people 
as  may  have  the  good  fortune  to  fall  within  our 
jurisdiction,  should  it  be  the  entire  population,  will 
be  objects  of  envy  rather  than  of  commisseration, 
and  may  regard  it  as  a  special  interposition  of 
Providential  favor.  They  will  find  a  repose  which 
they  have  never  experienced,  and  a  protection  for 
life,  liberty,  and  property,  to  which  they  are 
strangers.  They  would  exchange  a  lawless  and 
irresponsible  despotism  for  a  government  of  opin- 
ion; wild  and  debasing  habiWfor  rational  civiliza- 
tion; the  precarious  subsistence  of  savage  life  for 
the  wholesome  rewards  of  productive  industry; 
the  devastations  of  war  for  the  arts  of  peace.  Our 
Government  would  rear  in  their  midst  the  genial 
influences  of  equality,  and  secure  to  the  hand  of 
industry  the  bread  of  its  earning.  It  would  elevate 
their  condition  in  the  scale  of  moral  and  social 
being,  and  infuse  amongst  theiu  the  vigilance  and 
Hiiuily  spirit  which  actuates  our  people.  It  would 
leave  them  with  all  just  relations  to  each  other, 
enjoying  the  religion  they  venerate,  and  the  altars 
where  they  are  wont  to  worship.  To  them,  the 
consequences  of  a  "dismemberment"  would  be 
such  as  were  experienced  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Louisiana  and  Florida,  when  France  and  Spain 
were  respectively  "  dismembered"  of  these  fertile 
territories.  Russia  "  dismemberad"  Poland,  that 
the  order  of  despotism  might  reign  at  Warsaw. 
.But  America  "dismembered"  monarchy,  that 
the  blessings  of  civil  liberty  might  be  extended 
upon  the  continent.  While  the  object  of  the 
Government  is  not  "dismemberment,"  our  troops 
cannot  be  withdrawn  without  fatal  consequences, 
and  deep  and  lasting  dishonor;  and  if  Mexico  per- 
sists in  her  course  of  blind  injustice,  the  results  arc 
easily  anticipated.  The  war  with  Mexico  is  not 
a  war  of  conquest.  Conquests  were  not  its  ob- 
jects; and  yet,  they  may  be  amongst  its  fortunate 
incidents.  A  nation  engaged  in  war  may,  by  the 
law  of  nations,  rightfully  conquer  all  the  territory 
it  can  subdue,  and  hold  it  as  its  own.  So  much 
are  conquests  deemed  the  property  of  the  con- 
queror, that  when  a  treaty  of  peace  is  made,  the 
territory  conquered  is  deemed  the  property  of  the 
conqueror,  unless  the  treaty  stipulates  for  the  sur- 
render; nor  does  this  conquest  extinguish  a  debt 
due  the  conqueror  before  the  commencement  of  the 
war.      Th«  conquests  wc  have  gained  in  Mexico 


are  ours,  without  yielding  to  her  any  equivalent. 
We  have  won  the  sovereignty  over  them  honestly, 
fairly,  and  legally,  by  the  law  of  nations;  and  in 
treating  with  her,  she  is  entitled  to  just  what  we 
may  think  proper  to  give  her  for  relinquishing  her 
right  to  re-conquer  them,  and  it  is  worth  just  what 
good  judgment  may  dictate.  And  whenever  she 
proposes  to  treat  upon  this  principle,  we  are  mor- 
ally bound  to  treat  with  her.  We  cannot  virtu- 
ously continue  the  war  for  the  mere  purpose  of 
making  farther  conquests;  but  we  can  virtuously 
continue  it  to  the  subjection  of  the  whole  of  Mex- 
ico, if  she  will  not  make  peace  with  us  upon  just 
and  honorable  terms,  or,  if  we  choose,  upon  such 
terms  »s  shall  have  due  reference  to  the  territory 
we  have  acquired  by  conquest.  The  question  of 
boundary  was  a  fair  subject  of  negotiation.  We 
proposed  negotiation,  which  she  refused.  She 
proffered  war,  which  we  accepted,  and  she  has  no 
right  to  complain  of  the  result  of  the  issue  she 
herself  tendered  us,  and  we  have  a  right  to  enjoy 
what  the  chances  of  war  have  thrown  into  our 
hands.  The  disparity  of  force  has  been  in  her 
favor.  What  we  could  have  brought  into  the  field 
has  had  no  influence  in  producing  results.  '  The 
strength  was  immeasurably  on  her  side,  when, 
upon  her  own  soil,  her  population,  or  even  her 
forces  in  the  field,  are  compared  with  our  invading 
army.  Under  like  circumstances,  when  we  were 
only  three  mniions  strong,  we  contended  success- 
fully against  the  power  of  Great  Britain;  and  Spain 
contended  in  like  manner  against  the  forces  of  Na- 
poleon. 

Neither  national  justice  nor  national  morality 
requires  us  tamely  to  surrender  our  Mexican  con- 
quests; nor  should  such  be  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, if  it  would  advance  the  cause  of  national 
freedom,  or  secure  its  enjoyment  to  the  people  of 
Mexico.  But,  whatever  may  be  the  policy  touch- 
ing Mexican  conquests,  we  cannot,  if  we  would, 
restore  New  Mexico  and  California  to  that  Gov- 
ernment, for  the  reason  that  they  will  not  be  re- 
stored. The  laws  which  control  the  policy  of  ter- 
ritorial acquisition  are  beyond  the  control  of  legis- 
lation. Fountains  of  tears  may  be  shed  over  the 
dismemberment  of  Mexico;  supplies  to  our  gal- 
lant army  may  be  refused,  and  it  may  be  called 
back  from  its  field  of  glory,  or  compelled  to  re- 
treat therefrom  to  a  "  defensive  line,"  or  be  dis- 
banded and  dismissed;  and  the  people  holding 
these  provinces  will  not  consent  to  go  where  there 
is  only  anarchy,  violence,  and  oppression.  Give 
back  those  provinces!  As  well  return  to  Great 
Britain  what  was  once  her  colonial  possessions; 
give  back  Louisiana  to  France,  Florida  to  Spain, 
Texas  to  Me.xico. 

Neither  the  solemnities  of  legislative  enactments 
nor  the  sanctions  of  the  treaty-making  power  can 
compel  them  to  return;  and  if  it  is  attem|.ited  by 
strength  of  arms,  it  will  require  a  greater  force 
than  has  yet  been  engaged  in  the  Mexican  war. 
These  provinces  are  ours  by  every  j^rinciple  of 
justice  and  of  international  law.  They  have  been 
purchased  upon  the  battle-fields  of  Me.xico  by  a 
bravery  which  finds  no  parallel  in  the  history  of 
mankind.  The  consideration  has  been  too  dearly 
paid,  and  our  title-deeds  are  written  in  the  best 
blood  of  our  sons.  Let,  then,  the  laws  of  human- 
ity and  peace  be  extended  over  them,  and  they 
dedicated  forever  to  the  cause  of  freedom. 

The  principle  declared  by  the  last  clause  of  the 
first  resolution,  that  no  conditions  can  be  constitu- 
tionally imposed  upon  any  territorial  acquisition, 
inconsistent  with  the  right  of  the  people  thereof 
to  form  a  free,  sovereign  State,  with  the  powers 
and  privileges  of  the  members  oT  the  Confederacy, 
I  deem  too  obvious  for  serious  arijument.  Wlftit- 
evertttws  Congress  may  constitutionally  enact  for 
the  regulation  of  the  territories  of  the  United  States, 
are  subject  to  be  altered  or  repealed  at  pleasure. 
The  ancient  Medes  and  Persians  declared  tlieir 
edicts  unalterable;  but  no  such  power  is  vested  in 
the  American  Congress;  and  those  who  propose  to 
have  it  enact  "  uintlterable  and  fundamental"  laws, 
employ  terms  which,  if  they  liave  duly  consider- 
ed, they  do  not  comprehend.  Every  State  admit- 
ted to  the  Union,  from  the  moment  of  its  admis- 
sion, enjoys  all  the  rights  of  sovereignty  common 
to  every  other  member  of  the  Confederacy.  The 
Slate  constitufion  carries  along  with  it  its  own  defi- 
nitions of  sovereignty,  and  if  any  State  is  prohibit- 
ed from  all  the  rights  of  every  other,  then  it  is  not 
a  sovereign  State.  If  it  is  admitted  with  a  consti- 
tution authorizing  domestic  slavery,  it  may  changa 
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its  constitution  so  as  to  prohibit  it  at  its  pleasure. 
If  its  constitution  at  the  time  of  its  adntiission  pro- 
hibits slavery,  it  may  change  so  as  to  authorize  it, 
and  this,  too,  regardless  of  any  legislation  upon  the 
subject  by  Congress  or  otherwise,  before  its  ad- 
mission to  the  Union.  In  other  words,  every  State, 
after  its  admission,  may,  in  virtxie  of  its  own  sov- 
ereign power,  establish  or  abolish  this  in.stitution, 
whatever  may  have  been  the  conditions  imposed, 
or  attempted  to  be  imposed,  upon  it  during  its  ter- 
ritorial existence. 

The  second  resolution  declares  that  the  principle 
of  self-government  upon  which  the  federative  sys- 
tem rests  will  be  best  promoted,  the  true  spirit  and 
meaning  of  the  Constitution  be  observed,  and  the 
Confederacy  strengthened,  by  leaving  all  questions 
concerning  the  domestic  regulation  of  territory  to 
the  legislatures  chosen  by  the  people  thereof. 

It  must  be  conceded  by  all,  that  Congress  has 
no  inherent  power  over  this  subject,  and  no  more 
right  to  legislate  concerning  it  thaR  the  British  Par- 
liament, unless  such  authority  is  delegated  by  the 
Constitution.  The  only  clause  of  the  Constitution 
which  is  supposed  to  confer  upon  Congress  the 
right  to  legislate  for  the  people  of  territory,  is  as 
follows  : 

"The  Congress  shall  liave  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make 
all  needful  riiies  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or 
other  property  beloiising  to  the  United  States,"  &.c. 

In  providing  legislation  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  for  places  occupied  by  the  Govern- 
mentof  the  United  States  for  fortifications  and  other 
erections  required  by  the  public  service,  the  Con- 
stitution thus  confers  the  power  upon  Congress: 

"  To  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  whatever, 
in  such  district  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square)  as  may  by 
cession  of  particular  States,  and  the  acceptance  of  Coji- 
gress,  become  the  seal,  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  exercise  like  authority  over  all  places  pur- 
chased by  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of  tlie  State  in 
which  the  samesliall  be,  for  the  erectionof  forts,  magazines, 
arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  other  needful  buildings  " 

By  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  first  above 
cited,  it  is  evident  tiiat  territory  is  mentioned  in  its 
material,  and  not  in  its  political  sense,  for  it  is 
classed  with  "  other  property,"  and  Congress  is 
authorized  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful  rules 
and  regulations  respecting  both.  In  the  other  sec- 
tion they  are  separated,  and  Congress  is  authorized 
to  legislate  over  all  places  occupied  for  public 
structures,  but  no  such  authority  is  extended  to 
territory.  The  language  of  the  Constitution  is  tliat 
of  great  precision — free  from  repetition — and  every 
word  was  well  weighed  in  its  positive  and  relative 
sense.  And  if  its  framers  had  supposed  the  phrase 
"  needful  rules  and  regulations"  authorized  legis- 
lation over  places  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
and  used  for  public  service,  they  would  scarcely 
have  authorized  legislation  over  such  places  in  ex- 
press language  in  another  section.  Again,  in  pro- 
viding legislation  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Congress  is  authorized  to  "exercise  exclusive  legis- 
lation" over  it.  Now,  if  the  words  "  needful 
rules  and  regulations"  were  deemed  proper  and 
apt  language  to  confer  legislative  authority  over 
the  internal  affairs  of  a  territory,  why  were  they 
not  employed  to  authorize  legislation  over  the  Dis- 
trict? And  to  reverse  the  order  of  the  inquiry,  if 
it  was  intended  to  confer  upon  Congress  the  power 
to  legislate  over  territory,  why  was  it  not  given  in 
the  same  express  terms  as  in  authorizing  legisla- 
tion for  the  District?  From  this  view,  there  is  little 
doubt  that  a  strict  construction  would  deny  to  Con- 
gress the  right  to  legislate  for  the  domestic  affairs 
of  the  people  of  territory  without  their  consent. 

Congress  has,  however,  upon  various  occasions, 
exercised  legislative  power  over  the  subject,  espe- 
cially in  incorporating  into  the  law  organizing  ter- 
ritories the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  of  1787; 
and  this  has  been  acquiesced  in  by  the  people  of 
the  territory.  This  ordinance  was  framed  under 
the  old  Confederacy,  for  the  government  of  the 
Northwestern  Territory,  and  the  sixth  article  for- 
bade slavery  or  involuntary  servitude  therein.  Its 
validity  has  often  been  questioned,  and  its  passage 
was  pronounced  by  Mr.  iVIadison  to  be  "  without 
the  least  color  of  ccnistitutional  law."  But  whether 
authorized  or  not,  having  been  passed  before  the 
adoption  of  tiie  Constitution,  the  act  has  no  au- 
thority as  a  precedent  for  like  practice  under  it. 
In  erecting  tei'ritorial  governments  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  the  iiction  of  Congress  has 
not  been  uniform.  In  organizing  the  Northwest- 
ern Territories,  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance 
relating  to  slavery  hava  been  extended  to  some, 


and  withheld  from  others  standing  in  the  same 
geographical  relation  to  the  States,  and  such  forms 
of  organization  as  have  been  proposed  by  Con- 
gress have  met  with  general  acquiescence.  But 
this  has  neither  given  the  right  to  Congress  nor 
taken  it  from  the  people  of  the  territory.  The 
IVTissouri  compromise  cannot  be  regarded  as  an 
ordinary  act  of  legislation,  upon  the  majority  prin- 
ciple. It  was  rather  in  tlte  nature  of  a  compact, 
not  adopted  as  such  to  be  sure,  but  assented  to  or 
acquiesced  in  by  all  the  States  through  their  rep- 
resentatives in  Congress  or  otherwise.  Whether 
it  has  force  in  the  Territories  or  not,  depends  upon 
the  construction  of  the  Constitution  already  dis- 
cussed; but  it  has  no  binding  force  upon  a  State 
beyond  that  of  inoral  obligation.  In  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas,  the  Missouri  compromise  line  was 
extended  by  a  majority  vote;  but  it  was  disregard- 
ed by  that  State  in  her  domestic  organization,  nor 
has  any  department  of  the  General  Government  or 
any  otiier  power,  save  her  own  people,  any  con- 
trol over  it.  This  furnishes  a  practical  illustration 
of  the  value  of  "  unalterable"  provisions  by  Con- 
gress in  the  organization  of  territory.  It  is  not 
denied  that  if  the  people  of  the  territory  acquiesce 
in,  or  adopt  the  form  of  domestic  government  pro- 
posed for  them  by  Congress,  it  becomes  theii-  own, 
having  all  the  force  of  law  until  they  "  alter  or 
abolish  it."  But  this  gives  to  Congress  no  consti- 
tutional riglit  to  enforce  its  legislation  upon  the 
people  of  the  Territories  against  their  will,  and 
much  less  does  it  prohibit  the  people  of  the  State 
in  embryo,  from  exercising  their  own  inlierent 
right  of  sovereignty  in  their  domestic  aflairs. 

The  resolution  declares  that  the  domestic  policy 
of  the  people  of  a  Territory  should  be  left  with 
them;  and  if  that  power  resides  in  Congress,  as  is 
contended,  it  should  be  delegated  to  the  people  of 
the  Territory,  and  be  exercised  by  them. 

From  the  Declaration  of  Independence  to  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  every  act  of  those 
who  erected  our  system  of  goverment  indicates  a 
prevailing  confidence  in  the  capacity  and  integrity 
of  the  people,  and  a  lively  distrust  of  delegated 
power;  and  if  we  permit  ourselves  to  depart  from 
the  letter  of  the  Constitution  in  search  of  its  true 
spirit  and  meaning,  we  should  keep  steadily  in 
view  this  great  popular  and  controlling  feature. 
But  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  discuss  further  the  ab- 
stract right  of  Congress  to  legislate  upon  this 
subject. 

Whatever  power  may  or  may  not  rest  in  Con- 
gress under  the  Constitution,  tiiat  instrument  could 
not  take  from  the  people  of  territories  the  right  to 
prescribe  their  own  domestic  policy;  nor  has  it  at- 
tempted any  such  oSipe.  The  principles  declared 
by  this  resolution  are  older  and  stronger  than  writ- 
ten laws  and  paper  constitutions — principles  which 
lie  at  the  foundation  of  free  institutions,  and  from 
which  laws  and  constitutions  emanate — inculcating 
the  doctrine  that  the  inherent,  original  power  of 
self-government  was  derived  by  man  from  the  Sov- 
ereign of  the  universe;  and  that  government  is  the 
creature  of  man,  and  not  man  the  creature  of  gov- 
ernment. 

The  republican  theory  teaches  that  sovereignty 
resides  with  the  people  of  a  State,  and  not  with 
its  political  organization;  and  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  recognizes  the  right  of  the  people  to 
alter  or  abolish  and  re-construct  their  government. 
If  sovereignty  resides  with  the  people  and  not  with 
the  organization,  it  rests  as  well  with  the  people 
of  a  Territory,  in  all  that  concerns  their  internal 
condition,  as  with  the  people  of  an  organized 
State.  And  if  it  is  the  right  of  the  i^cople,  by  vir- 
tue of  their  innate  sovereignty,  to  "  alter  or  abol- 
ish," and  re-construct  their  government,  it  is  the 
right  of  the  inhabitants  of  Territories,  by  virtue  of 
the  same  inborn  attribute,  in  all  that  appertains  to 
their  domestic  concerns,  to  fashion  one  suited  to 
their  condition.  And  if,  in  this  respect,  a  form  of 
government  is  proposed  to  them  by  the  Federal 
Government,  and  adopted  or  acquiesced  in  by 
them,  they  may  afterwards  alter  or  abolish  it  at 
pleasure.  Although  the  government  of  a  Territory 
has  not  the  same  sovereign  power  as  the  govern- 
ment of  a  State  in  its  political  relations,  the  people 
of  a  Territory  have,  in  all  that  appertains  to  their 
internal  condition,  the  same  sovereign  rights  as  the 
people  of  a  State.  While  Congress  may  exercise 
its  legislation  over  territory  so  far  as  is  necessary 
to  protect  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  the 
legislation  for  the  people  should  be  exercised  by 
them  under  the  Constitution. 


The  mental  and  physical  organization  of  man 
teaches  that  he  is  better  fitted  for  self-government 
than  for  the  government  of  his  neighbor;  and  if 
he  is  incapable  of  discharging  this  duty  to  himself, 
he  shoultl  not  be  intrusted  with  the  destiny  of 
others. 

That  system  of  government — whether  tempora- 
ry or  permanent,  whether  applied  to  States,  prov- 
inces, or  territories — is  radically  wrong,  and  has 
within  itself  all  the  elements  of  monarchical  op- 
pression, which  permits  the  representatives  of  one 
community  to  legislate  for  the  domestic  regulation 
of  another  to  which  they  are  not  responsible; 
which  practically  allows  New  York  and  Massa- 
chusetts, and  other  Atlantic  States,  to  give  local 
laws  to  the  people  of  Oregon,  Minesota,  and  Ne- 
braska, to  whom  and  whose  interests,  wishes,  and 
condition,  they  are  strangers. 

Nor  is  this  objection  raised  here  for  the  first 
time.  Prominent  in  the  catalogue  of  grievances 
alleged  by  our  fathers  against  the  British  king  and 
his  ministers,  was  one  "  for  suspending  our  own 
legislatures,  and  declaring  themselves  invested  with 
power  to  legislate  for  us." 

Whenever  or  wherever  a  community  of  indi- 
viduals have  been  subjected  to  the  dominion  of 
some  external  authority,  it  has  been  upon  the  plea 
of  necessity — the  same  plea  by  which  tyrants  and 
usurpers  have  justified  their  enormities  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world. 

The  genius  of  the  federative  system  is  self-gov- 
ernment. It  is  the  foundation  upon  which  the  ark 
of  our  political  safety  rests.  Ourfathers  proclaimed, 
that  to  secure  the  inalienable  rights  vouchsafed  to 
man,  governments  were  instituted,  deriving  tlieir 
just  power  from  the  consent  of  the  governed;  that 
whenever  any  form  of  government  becomes  de- 
structive of  these  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people 
to  alter  or  abolish  it,  and  to  institute  a  new  gov- 
ernment, laying  its  foundation  on  such  principles, 
and  organizing  its  powers  in  such  form,  as  to  them 
shall  seem  most  likely  to  effect  their  safety  and 
happiness. 

All  experience  has  indicated  man's  capacity  for 
the  exercise  of  this  exalted  attribute,  and  wherever 
civilized  and  intelligent  men  have  been  cast  together 
without  the  benefit  of  conveiuional  forms  of  go^'- 
ernment,  they  have  proceeded  to  enact  them. 
They  who  planted  the  germ  of  a  powerful  empire 
upon  the  Pilgrim's  rock  before  landing  from  the 
Mayflower,  drew  up  and  signed  the  following 
model  charier  of  liberty: 

"  Having  undertaken  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  advai  c  '- 
ment  of  the  Christain  faith,  and  the  honor  and  being  of  our 
country,  a  voyage  to  plant  the  first  colony  in  the  northern 
part  of  Virginia,  we  do  by  these  presents,  solemnly  and  mu- 
tually, in  the  presence  of  God,  and  of  one  another,  covenant 
and  combine  ourselves  together  into  a  civil  body  politic,  I'or 
our  better  ordering,  and  preservation,  and  furtherance  of  the 
ends  aforesaid.  And  liy  virtue  hereof,  do  enact,  constitute, 
and  frame  such  just  and  equal  laws,  ordinances,  acts,  consti- 
tutions, and  officers  from  time  to  time  as  shall  he  thought 
most  meet  and  convenient  for  the  general  good  of  the  colo- 
ny; unto  which  we  promise  all  due  submission  and  obedi- 
ence." 

And  the  inhabitants  of  Oregon,  three  thousand 
miles  distant,  in  the  absence  of  that  guardian  care 
which  Congress  has  been  wont  to  extend  to  other 
territories  nearer  the  political  centre,  established 
and  have  in  successful  operation  a  provisional  gov- 
ernment, in  which,  of  their  own  volition,  wiiliout 
the  assistance  of  "ordinances,"  "provisos,"  or 
"  unalterable  fundamental  articles,"  they  proliibit- 
ed  domestic  slavery  throughout  the  territory. 

The  great  experiment  of  self-government  has 
been  fairly  tried,  and  has  either  succeeded  or  fail- 
ed. If  it  has  taught  that,  after  all,  man,  by  reason 
of  inherent  defects  of  character,  is  incapable  of  its 
successful  exercise  except  in  populous  communi- 
ties matured  by  age,  and  that  he  must  remain  in 
pupilage  until  that  season  has  arrived,  we  should 
boast  no  more  that  the  mysterious  problem  of  hu- 
man government  has  been  solved,  but  read  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  backwards,  and  cause 
the  clause  which  proclaims  that  gratifying  truth, 
to  be  e.xpunged,  oramended  by  a  "  proviso."  We 
should  acknowledge  the  theory  of  free  government 
to  be  a  fable;  that  the  darkness  of  the  Inmiaii  in- 
tellect has  been  found  to  predominate,  and  that  the 
gloomy  sophisms  of  the  timid,  and  the  malignant 
speculations  of  the  envious,  have  prevailed. 

I  have  already  shown  that  the  whole  structure 
of  our  system  favored  the  idea  of  domestic  gov- 
ernment by  the  people  of  territories;  that  it  was 
their  right,  and  the  question  is  fully  presented, 
i    whether,  in  view  of  their  capacity  for  it»  judicious 


160 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Jan.  12. 


exercise,  it  is  expedient  to  leave  theii-  internal  pol- 
icy under  the  Consiitution  with  themselves.  Any 
system  which  denies  this  in  tiieory  or  in  practice, 
or  wiiich  seeks  to  wiihliold  it  from  the  primary 
settlements  until  they  .shall  become  populous  and 
mature  Slates,  is  founded  in  the  same  spirit  of  pop- 
ular distrust,  by  which  the  few  have,  from  the 
earliest  history  of  man,  under  the  plea  of  necessity, 
been  endeavoring  to  restrict  the  many  in  the  exer- 
cise of  freedom.  It  inculcates  a  system  of  slavery 
tenfold  more  abject  than  that  it  professes  to  dis- 
countenance. It  is  the  same  spirit  which  has  mur- 
nmred  its  distrust  at  the  extension  of  our  territorial 
bounftiries,  and  trembled  for  the  perpetuity  of  the 
Union  on  the  admission  of  a  new  Slate;  which 
looks  upon  free  suffrage  with  consternation,  and 
with  lioly  horror  upon  the  naturalization  of  for- 
eigners: which  would  itself  enslave  one  race,  lest 
they  should  tolerate  a  system  which  holds  in  bond- 
age another.  It  is  the  offspring  of  bigotry  and  in- 
tolerance, and  should  have  fulfilled  its  mission 
during  the  middle  ages.  All  experience  has  shown, 
that  tens  of  thousands  in  the  sparse  settlements  are 
as  competent  to  judge  of  their  own  condition,  and 
are  as  much  devoted  to  the  support  of  law  and 
order,  as  are  the  hundreds  of  thousands  in  popu- 
lous towns  and  cities;  and  that  all  questions 
concerning  their  domestic  policy  may  be  safely 
confided  to  them.  When  our  country  has  been 
disgraced  by  violence  and  disorder,  and  disregard 
of  law,  it  has  been  confined  to  the  populous  towns 
and  cities,  and  has  not  extended  to  the  border  set- 
tlements. Should  the  domestic  legislation  of  ter- 
ritories be  left  with  their  local  legislatures,  it  would 
transfer  from  the  halls  of  Congress  the  bootless 
sectional  struggles  which  have  created  bitterness 
at  home,  andVerved  to  degrade  our  institutions  in 
the  eyes  of  the  world.  It  would  leave  local  com- 
munities, territories  as  well  as  State.?,  to  consult 
their  own  interests,  wishes,  and  sense  of  [)ropriely, 
and  to  erector  prohibit,  continue  or  abolish,  such 
institutions  as  may  not  be  repugnant  to  the  prin- 
ci|iles  of  the  Consiitution.  It  would  leave  the 
Federal  Government  free  to  pursue  ils  onward 
course,  unembarrassed  by  matters  of  sectional  mo- 
ment, over  which  its  control  is  questionable,  and 
must  be  partial  and  temporary.  It  would  relieve 
the  benevolent  statesman  from  the  strife  and  irrita- 
tion which  now  beset  him,  and  allow  his  energies 
to  be  devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  nation, 
and  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  man.  It 
would  harmonize  with  the  genial  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  uphold  its  symmetrical  frame  work. 
It  would  practically  acknowledge  man's  capacity 
for  self-government,  and  vindicate  the  integrity  of 
liis  race.  The  same  spirit  by  which  fieedom  is 
nourished  would  be  nourished  by  it,  and  society 
be  bound  together  by  ties  of  amity  and  interest. 

Then  would  our  territorial  soil  be  free — not  by 
restrictions,  provisions,  and  the  threatening  man- 
dates of  Federal  legislation,  but  free  and  sacred  to 
the  cause  of  freedom;  free  for  its  people  to  lay  the 
foundations  of  its  government  on  such  principles, 
and  organize  its  powers  in  such  form  as  to  them 
shall  .=;eem  most  likely  to  effect  thcil-  safety  and 
happiness,  freedom  of  opinion,  of  the  press,  of 
religion,  of  education,  of  commercial  intercourse. 
Having  vindicated  for  the  people  of  Territories  the 
same  rights  of  self-government  enjoyed  by  every 
other  p(jlilical  community,  I  forbear  to  S|)eculale 
whether  they  will  be  less  discreet  in  its  exercise 
than  would  those  who  desire  to  subject  them  to 
the  influences  of  an  c.Kternal  government. 

Let  those  who  fear  to  intrust  a  free  people  with 
their  own  domestic  concerns  lest  they  should  prove 
too  weak  or  wicked  to  conduct  them  judiciously, 
resort  to  the  mistaken  and  mischievous  policy  of 
restrictive  legislation — a  system  founded  in  blind 
and  selfish  conceits,  and  as  impotent  in  eflect  as  it 
is  narrow  in  design.  Such  territory  as  we  ac(|uire 
will  be  free,  and  thus  1  would  leave  its  peo[ile  and 
ils  domeitic  government  ;  free  as  the  people  of 
jS'ew  York  or  of  Virginia  to  lay  the  foundation  oi 
their  government  on  such  princi|)les,  and  organize 
ils  powers  in  su(:h  form  as  to  them  shall  seem  most 
likely  to  effect  their  safety  and  happiness.  If  they 
shall  fail  to  do  this,  the  experiment  of  self-govern- 
ment will  fail  with  them. 

It  is  nought  to  mc  how  various,  crude  or  incon- 
si.stent  are  the  speculations  upon  the  principles 
which  these  resolutions  contain,  and  what  would 
be  their  eflect  if  established.  They  stand  upmi 
the  immutable  basis  of  self-govermnent,  and  will 
ultimately    be    vindicated    and    sustained    by   the 


American  people  in  every  section  of  the  Union. 
But  they  will  be  opposed  upon  grounds  as  various 
as  the  motives  by  which  the  opposition  is  induced. 
This  is  already  evidenced  by  sections  of  the  public 
press  which  I  notice,  not  as  news|ia]Der  paragraphs 
merely,  l)ul  for  the  interests  they  represent.  Al- 
ready the  Charleston  Mercury,  of  South  Carolina — 
a  paper  of  conceded  ability  and  extensive  local  in- 
fluence— declares  that  their  eflect  would  be  to  pro- 
hibit forever  slavery  in  the  acquired  territory,  and 
therefore,  as  a  guardian  of  the  slave  interest,  calls 
for  their  rejection;  and  papers  in  other  sections 
which  employ  the  .slave  tjuestion  as  a  stalking- 
horse  to  minister  to  the  appetites  of  the  morbid, 
and  alarm  the  fears  of  the  timid,  discover  in  them 
not  only  the  effect,  but  the  design  to  propagate 
and  extend  slavery.  But  I  leave  the  theories  to 
be  adjusted  by  those  who  are  thus  enabled  to  pen- 
etrate the  future,  and  draw  opposite  results  from 
the  same  premises;  I  leave  the  practical  tests  with 
those  who  shall  be  charged  with  the  high  responsi- 
bilities of  their  own  government — under  ourglorious 
free  system,  under  the  Constitution  it  has  framed, 
and  the  Providence  wliich  has  watched  over  it. 

It  would  doubtless  be  well  for  these  antagonisms 
who  fear  that  all  newly-acquired  territory  may  be 
pre-occupied  and  monopolized,  either  by  free  labor 
on  the  one  hand,  or  by  slave  labor  on  the  other,  as 
the  case  may  be,  unless  their  favorite  ideas  are  in- 
dulged, to  remember  that  there  are  other  dangers, 
either  real  or  imaginary,  to  which  it  may  be  ex- 
posed if  left  to  the  freegovernnnent  of  its  own  peo- 
ple. Our  institutions  invite  the  children  of  every 
clime  to  sit  down  ulider  the  wide-spreading  branch- 
es of  the  tree  of  liberty,  and  we  have  no  prohibit- 
ory, or  even  protective  impost  duties  upon  social 
manners  and  customs,  political  opinions  or  reli- 
gious rites.  It  may  be  that  the  rugged  Russian, 
allured  by  the  gentle  breezes  of  Mexico,  may  fall 
down  from  his  hyperborean  regions  with  his  serf- 
dom and  his  military  rule,  or  the  Turk  choose  to 
regale  himself  there  with  his  pipes  and  mocha, 
his  Georgian  houri's  sensual  delights  and  Moham- 
medan divinity.  Or,  what  is  ecjually  probable, 
as  our  Pacific  ]iossessions  ])lace  us  in  direct  com- 
munication with  Asia,  that  the  plains  of  Mexico 
may  be  desecrated  by  the  trundling  of  the  car  of 
Juggernaut,  or  the  subjects  of  the  celestial  Em- 
peror— the  brother  of  the  sun  and  moon — may 
hurry  thither  and  ruin  all  agricultural  interests  by 
converting  it  into  an  extensive  field  of  hyson. 

But  let  those  who  entertain  them  dismiss  all 
selfish  and  idle  faars,  regard  others  as  wise,  and  as 
virtuous,  and  as  capable  of  their  own  government 
as  themselves,  and  all  will  be  well.  I'he  spirit  of 
freedom  will  enlarge  her  ovi|^  boundaries  and  peo- 
ple— tlie  area,  in  obedience  fo  laws  stronger  than 
the  laws  of  Congress.  The  rich  heritage  we  en- 
joy was  won  by  the  common  blood  and  treasure 
of  the  North  and  South,  the  Kast  and  the  West, 
and  was  defended  and  vindicated  by  the  same,  in 
the  second  war  of  independence;  and  in  the  pres- 
ent war  with  a  reckless  and  semi-barbarous  foe,  the 
the  brave  sons  of  every  section  of  the  Union  have 
fought  and  fallen  side  by  side;  the  parched  sands 
of  Mexico  have  drunk  together  the  best  blood  of 
New  York  and  South  Carolina.  These  recollec 
tions  should  renew  and  strengthen  the  ties  which 
unite  the  members  of  the  Confederacy,  and  cause 
them  lo  spurn  all  attempts  at  provoking  sectional 
jealousies  and  irritations,  calculated  to  disturb  the 
liarmony  and  shake  the  stability  of  the  Union.  In 
the  language  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  they  who  indulge 
"  this  treason  against  human  hope  will  signalize 
their  epoch  in  future  history  as  tlie  counterpart  of 
the  model  of  their  predecessors." 

Mr.  YULEE  then  gave  notice  of  his  intention 
to  offer  the  following  as  a  substitute : 

Resolreii.  Tli.it  tlip  tcnitory  lieloiigiii!;  to,  or  vvhk-li  may 
he  ac(|iiii('(l  Uy,  the  IJiiilril  siiitcs,  is  tlic  coiiiiiion  pro|)«rly 
ol'tlic  Union, "anil  tlic  sox'crcijjnty  over  llic  .■■;une  rests  in  the 
|)L'o[)l(!  of  the  several  Stales  (■oln|)osin^  lliis  Union. 

Resolved  further,  Thai  tin;  Federal  Coveiiimenl  lias  no 
(lelegalcd  aiillionly,  nor  IIk'  territorial  eoininnnily  any  iiihe- 
reiil  riijht,  lo  exereise  any  jegislallvt!  power  uilliin  llie  said 
U'rritorle.s  by  which  llie  erpial  riuht  of  all  the  citizens  oCtho 
United  Slates  to  acquire  and  enjoy  any  pari  of  the  coininoii 
property  may  he  impaired  or  emhairassed. 

Mr.  HALE  gave  notice  of  his  intention  also  to 
offer  a  substitute,  which  he  sent  to  the  Chair,  as 
follows : 

Rcsolveil,  That  it  pliould  he  one  of  the  fiindnmental  rules 
and  conilitions  on  wiiieli  all  lerrritory  shall  hereafler  he  ae- 
qiiired,  hy  purchase,  eoncpic^t,  or  olherwise,  that  .-lavery 
and  involnnlary  servitude,  e.vcepl  for  the  punishment  of 
crime,  wherei)f' ihe  parly  shall  be  duly  coiiviclud,  shall  be 
forever  prohibited  in  said  lerrilorv. 


Mr.  CASS  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  be  postponed,  and  that  the  several 
resolutions  submitted  be  primed;  which  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

SPECIAL  ORDER. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional  military  force. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  :  The  resolutions  of  the 
Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Dickinson,]  and 
the  various  propositions  for  amending  them  which 
have  been  presented  by  others,  and  which  have 
been  the  subject  of  discussion  this  morning,  furnish 
a  very  extraordinary  commentary,  I  think,  sir,  on 
this  war,  the  objects  to  be  attained  by  it,  and  the 
course  we  arc  now  about  to  pursue.  It  seems  to 
be  taken  for  granted  by  gentlemen,  that  we  are  to 
acquire  a  great  amount  of  territory;  but  before  we 
obtain  an  acre,  there  is  a  violent  contest  what  we 
shall  do  with  it. 

Mr.  President,  yesterday,  when  the  Senate 
adjourned,  1  had  adverted  to  the  subject  of  the  in- 
demnity due  by  Mexico  for  the  claims  of  our  citi- 
zens. I  had  said,  what  I  maintain  now,  and  what 
I  shall  at  all  times  hereafter  maintain,  that  the 
just  claims  of  my  countrymen  against  Mexico 
ought  to  be  asserted  and  sup'ported  in  every  suita- 
ble and  proper  manner.  But  I  did  not  then  state — 
what  1  think  it  right  to  slate  now,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent any  error  in  the  public  mind — that  the  amount 
of  those  claims  has  been  greatly  overrated.  There 
has  been  an  erroneous  impression  in  regard  to  their 
amount,  and  I  will  state  what  I  believe  to  be  that 
amount,  subject,  of  course,  to  be  corrected,  if  in 
error,  by  gentlemen  who  may  follow  me  in  the 
debate. 

I  understand  that  the  whole  amount  of  claims 
presented  to  ihe  Commissioners  was  !j((6, 29 1,605.- 
Of  this  sum,  $2,260,140  were  allowed  by  the  Com- 
missioners on  the  part  of  Mexico;  and  the  Mexi- 
can Government  was  providing  to  pay  that  amount 
withoutany  controversy  as  to  its  justice  at  the  time 
when  the  war  broke  out.  It  appears,  then,  that 
there  was  a  sum  of  $928,628  claimed  by  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  which  was  disallowed 
by  the  Mexican  Commissioners.  This  was  sub- 
ject to  controversy;  and  whether  our  claim  for  that 
amount  was  right  or  wrong,  remains  to  be  decided 
by  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  both  Govern- 
ments. Three  million  three  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars  of 
the  claims  of  our  citizens  had  not  been  examined 
by  the  Commissioners.  I  make  this  statement,  as 
I  have  said,  in  order  to  prevent  an  erroneous  im- 
pression in  regard  to  the  amount  of  these  claims. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  (in  his  seat.)  Mr.  Trist  was 
authorized  to  claim  $3,000,000. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  It  is  true  that  Mr.  Trist  was 
i  authorized  to  negotiate,  on  the  ground  that  the 
whole  sum  due  to  us  in  the  aggregate  was  three 
millions.  It  will  not  be  contended,  I  presume,  that 
we  went  to  war  for  the  recovery  of  this  claim.  I 
have  not  heard  that  the  true  object  of  the  ivar  was 
the  recovery  of  this  money.  Other  causes  were 
alleged  for  the  war  in  which  we  were  involved  on 
the  13th  of  May,  1846.  The  great  cause  assigned 
by  the  President  for  the  war  at  that  lime  was,  that 
American  blood  had  been  shed  upon  American 
soil.  I  do  not  propose  lo  go  into  the  discussion  of 
the  question  at  this  time  whether  that  assertion 
was  or  was  not  true.  There  are  other  matter.s 
which  invite  my  consideration,  and  to  which  I 
think  it  important  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate. But  I  desire,  sir,  in  the  progress  of  this  dis- 
cussion, lo  have  it  distinctly  understood,  as  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  that  I  have  been  always  ready 
and  anxious  to  vindicate  the  honest  claims  of  my 
countrymen  upon  Mexico,  and  that  neither  by  the 
votes  which  I  am  about  to  give  upon  these  bills, 
nor  by  any  vote  which  I  shall  in  future  be  called 
on  to  give  in  reference  to  this  war,  do  I  desire  it  to 
be  understood  that  I  am  denying  the  justice  of  the 
fair  claims  of  the  citizens  of  this  country  upon 
Mexico  for  indemnity.  What  I  meant  to  say  yes- 
terday, and  mean  lo  repeat  to-day,  is,  that  the 
amount  of  these  claims  was  sinall  compared  to  ihe 
value  of  the  enormous  quantity  of  territory  which 
the  President  declares  shall  be  ceded  by  Mexico 
to  us  before  there  can  be  a  just  and  honorable 
fieace  between  the  iwo  countries.  It  has  been  said 
that  the  proposition  was  made  by  the  American 
Commissioner  lo  give  them  twenty  niijlions  of  dol- 
lars. I  know  not  from  any  official  information, 
for   the  terriiory  rsquired   to  be  ceded,  how  the 
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Pi-esident  estimates  the  difierence  between  ihfi 
claims  of  our  citizens  and  the  value  of  the  land 
which  he  intends  to  demand  of  Mexico  at  the  can- 
non's mouth.     But  he  says,  in  his  message  : 

"  As  the  territory  to  be  arquircd  by  the  boundary  proposed 
might  be  estimated  to  be  of  yreater  value  than  a  iair  equiv- 
alent for  our  jujt  demands,  our  Comjnissioner  was  autho- 
rized to  stipulate  for  the  payment  of  such  additional  pecu- 
niary consideratiou  as  was  deemed  reasonable." 

And  this  is  a  clear  admission  on  his  part  of  a 
fact,  otherwise  notorious  to  all  the  world,  that  the 
cession  he  demanded  was  beyond — ay,  vastly  be- 
yond— the  value  of  the  indemnities  we  had  a  right 
to  ask. 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  tells  me  to-day  that  he  has  ascer- 
tained the  date  of  the  letter  from  General  Scott  to 
our  Government  in  which  the  suggestion  is  made, 
that  in  a  certain  event  more  troops  will  be  neces- 
sary to  be  added  to  the  army.  That  letter,  he 
says,  is  dated  so  far  back  as  the  18th  of  September, 
and  I  suppose  the  extract  he  has  read  from  it  is 
nothing  more  than  the  suppressed  part  of  the  Gen- 
eral'sofficial  letterof  that  date,  in  which  herecounts 
his  victories.  It  is  the  part  of  that  letter  marked 
by  the  asterisks,  I  suppose.  It  is  clear,  then,  from 
the  statements  of  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  that  General  Scott 
has  never  recommended  to  the  Administration  of 
this  country,  or  to  any  department  of  this  Govern- 
ment, the  passage  of  these  bills  to  raise  thirty  more 
regiments  for  the  war.  He  has  made  no  such 
proposition;  upon  his  head  none  of  the  responsi- 
bility of  these  measures  can  rest;  it  must  rest  on 
the  heads  of  those  who  have  suggested  it.  Al- 
though the  President  has  generally  recommended 
in  his  message  an  increase  of  the  army,  he  has  not 
told  us  how  many  regulars,  how  many  volun- 
teers, or  how  many  troops  of  all  kinds  should 
be  added  to  the  army.  Sir,  General  Scott  has 
never  desired  such  an  increase  of  the  forces  in 
Mexico.  It  could  only  embarrass  and  distract 
him  in  his  position  at  present,  however  useful 
such  an  addition  might  have  been  before  he  left 
Vera  Cruz,  and  penetrated  into  the  interior  of 
Mexico.  At  this  time,  ti)ese  measures  would  add 
thirty  thousand  more  mouths  to  be  fed  in  Mexico. 
Sir,  it  is  not  consistent  with  the  known  character 
of  this  great  captain  to  ask  for  more  troops  than 
can  be  usefully  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
country.  Before  he  left  this  place  for  Mexico,  in 
conversation  with  him,  I  observed  to  him,  that 
\vh^  he  arrived  in  Mexico  he  would,  meet  a  very 
formidable  enemy,  and  that  he  might,  perchance, 
be  defeated  in  the  difhcult  mountain  passes  of  that 
country.  He  smiled,  and  replied  to  my  observa- 
tion: "Sir,  give  me  a  column — a  granite  column 
of  American  regulars,  consisting  of  four  or  five 
thousand  men — and  I  will  whip  any  Mexican  army 
that  can  be  brouglit  into  the  field,  if  it  should  raiii 
Mexicans  for  a  week."  That  was  the  fixed  de- 
liberate opinion  of  that  distinguished  commander 
at  that  time.  Well,  sir,  when  he  was  fighlin"  the 
battles  of  Contreras,  Churubusco,  Chapultepec, 
and  Molino  del  Rey,  it  really  seemed  as  if  it 
did  rain  Mexicans  for  about  a  week.  But  he 
vindicated  the  opinion  he  gave  of  the  prowess  of 
American  soldiers  by  the  brilliant  victories  which 
he  gained  in  those  ever-memorable  and  glorious 
battles.  He  entered  the  city  of  Mexico,  as  he  tells 
you,  with  an  army  of  less  than  six  thousand  men. 

Let  us  look  a  little  into  the  history  of  this  most 
extraordinary  campaign,  after  General  Scott  de- 
parted with  his  gallant  little  army  from  Vera 
Cruz,  and  led  it  into  the  interior  of  the  enemy's 
country.  Let  us  sec  the  comparative  amount  of 
the  American  and  Mexican  forces  that  were  en-' 
gaged  in  those  battles  which  were  foui^ht  previous 
to  the  entry  of  the  American  urmy  into  the  city 
of  Mexico.  It  will  show  us  that  there  is  no  neces- 
sity whatever  for  such  an  increased  force  to  be 
added  to  the  army  of  the  Utiited  States. 

The  first  great  battle  after  the  capture  of  Vera 
Cruz  was  that  of  Cerro  Gordo. 

The  Commanding  General,  in  his  despatch  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  says  :  • 

"  Our  whole  force  present,  in  notion  and  iu  reserve,  was 
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8,.500 ;  the  enemy  is  estimated  at  12,000,  or  more.  About 
.'i,!lOO  prisoners,  4,0'JO  or  5,000  stand  of  arms,  and  43  pieces 
of  artillery,  were  taken.  By  the  accompanying  return,  I 
regret  to  find  our  loss  more  severe  than  at  first  supposed — 
amounting  in  the  two  days  to  33  officers  and  398  men:  in 
all,  431,  of  whom  63  were  killed.  The  enemy's  loss  is 
computed  to  be  from  l,(JOo  to  1,200." 

Of  the  next  battle,  sir,  in  which  our  army  was 
engaged  against  tiie  Mexicans,  the  General  speaks 
in  his  despatch  of  the  18th  September,  from  which 
I  read  the  following  extract: 

"  This  army  has  been  more  disgusted  than  surprised  that, 
by  some  sinister  process  on  the  part  of  certain  individuals 
at  home,  its  numbers  have  been,frenerally,  almost  trebled 
in  our  public  papers — beginning  at  Washington. 

"  Leaving,  as  we  all  feared,  inadequate  garrisons  at  Vera 
Cruz,  Perote,  and  Puebla — with  much  larger  hospitals ;  and 
being  obliged,  most  reluctantly,  from  the  same  cause,  (gen- 
eral pancitv  of  numbers,)  to  abandon  Jalapa,  we  marched 
[August  7-10]  from  Puebla  with  only  10,7.38  rank  and  file. 
This  number  includes  the  garrison  of  .lalapa,  and  the  9,42il 
men  brought  up  by  Brigadier  General  Pierce,  August  6. 

"At  Contreras,  Churubusco,  &e.,  [August  20,]  wc  had 
but  8,407  men  engaged — after  deducting  the  garrison  of  Au- 
gustln,  (our  general  dep6t,)  the  intermediate  sick  and  the 
dead  ;  at  the  Molinos  del  Rey  [September  8]  but  three  bris- 
ades,  with  some  cavalry  and  artillery— making  in  all  3,251 
men — were  in  the  battle  ;  in  the  two  days — September  12 
and  13 — our  whole  operating  force,  after  deducting,  again, 
the  recent  killed,  wounded,  and  sick,  together  with  the  gar- 
rison of  IVTixcoae  (the  then  general  dep6t)  and  that  of  Taeu- 
baya,  was  but  7,180;  and,  finally,  after  deducting  the  new, 
garrison  of  Chapultepec,  with  the  killed  and  wounded  of 
the  two  days,  we  took  possession  [September  14]  of  this 
great  capital  with  less  than  6,000  men  !  And  I  reassert, 
upon  accumulated  and  unquestionable  evidence,  tiiat,  in  not 
one  of  those  conflicts,  was  this  army  opposed  by  fewer  than 
three  and  a  half  times  its  numbers — in  several  of  them  by 
a  yet  greater  excess. 

"  (Jn  the  other  hand,  this  small  force  has  beaten  on  the 
same  occasions, in  view  of  their  capital,  the  whole  Mexican 
army,  of  (at  the  beginning)  thirty-odil  tliousandmen — posted, 
always,  in  chosen  positions,  behind  intrenchments,  or  more 
formidable  defences  of  nature  and  art;  killed  or  wounded, 
of  that  number,  more  than  7,000  officers  and  men;  taken 
3,730  prisoners,  one  seventh  ofiicers,  including  13  generals, 
of  whom  3  had  been  Presidents  of  this  Republic;  captured 
more  than  20  colors  .and  standards,  75  pieces  of  ordnance, 
besides  57  wall-pieces,  30,000  small-arms,  an  immense  quan- 
tity of  shot,  shells,  powder,  &e. 

"  Of  that  enemy,  once  so  formidable  in  numbers,  appoint- 
ments, artillery,  &.C.,  twenty-odd  thousand  have  disbanded 
themselves  in  despair,  leaving,  as  is  known,  not  more  than 
three  fragments — the  largest  about  2,500 — now  wandering 
in  different  directions  without  magazines  or  a  military 
chest,  and  living  at  free  quarters  upon  their  own  people. 
*  *  *  TheGovernment  will  find  itselfwithout  resources; 
no  army,  no  arsenals,  no  magazines,  and  but  little  revenue, 
internal  or  external.  Still  such  is  the  obstinacy,  or  rather 
infatuation,  of  this  people,  that  it  is  very  doubtful  whether 
the  new  authorities  will  dare  to  sue  for  peace  on  the  terms 
which,  in  the  recent  negotiations,  were  made  known  by  our 
Minister." 

This  oflicial  report  fully  sustains  the  statement 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  whq^eclared 
that,  in  his  opinion,  Mexico  was  now  to  be  con- 
sidered and  treated  as  a  conquered  country.  Their 
army  is  utterly  broken  up  and  annihilated;  their 
revenues  are  destroyed  ;  the  real  Government  of 
Mexico  is  almost  annihilated;  and  it  is  under  these 
extraordinary  circumstances  that  we  are  called 
upon,  with  an  admitted  army  of  nearly  seventy 
thousand  inen,  and  with  forty-five  thousand  actu- 
allyin  Mexico,  to  vote  thirty  thousand  more  troops 
to  be  sent  to  that  country  by  the  President,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  what  he  calls  "  indemnity  for 
the  past,"  and  "  security  for  the  future."  What 
that  cant  phrase  means  I  do  not  exactly  under- 
stand; but  I  have  been  told  by  an  ingenious  friend, 
that  indemnity  for  the  past  means  the  half  of  Mex- 
ico, and  security  for  the  future  the  other  half.  If 
this,  sir,  be  the  right  interpretation  of  these  terms, 
then  I  unhesitatingly  say  to  my  fi-icnds  on  the  other 
side,  that  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  adding  indem- 
nity for  the  past  and  security  for  the  future.  I 
am  called  upon  to  vote  these  troops,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  a  cession  of  the  country  which 
the  President  has  expressly  set  forth  in  his  mes- 
sage. Neither  the  Commander-in-chief  of  the 
army,  nor  General  Taylor,  (whose  great  name 
must  always  be  associated  with  whatever  relates 
to  this  war,)  appears  to  have  been  consulted.  I 
do  not  believe  that  that  gallant  old  "Mexican 
Whig,"  Zachary  Taylor,  after  having  beaten 
Santa  Anna,  with  an  army  of  less  than  one-fourth 
the  number  of  that  which  was  ari'ayed  against  him, 
iias  ever  asked  for  more  forces,  for  the  purpose  of 
defending  himself  against  the  wretched  bands  of 


guerrillas  which  infest  the  country  where  his 
forces  are  encamped .  No,  sir;  practical  men  have 
not  recommended  this  addition.  The  recommenda- 
tion comes  from  the  Executive  here.  It  comes 
from  men  who  fight  battles  on  paper  at  home — 
from  men  who  never 

"  set  a  squadron  in  the  field, 

Nor  the  division  of  a  battle  know 
Blore  than  a  spinster." 

In  the  very  outset  of  the  inquiry  to  which  oux 
minds  are  directed  when  v/e  are  called  on  to  vote 
upon  these  bills,  we  are  met  by  the  question — 
which  I  beg  leave,  most  respectfully,  to  suggest 
to  gentlemen  on  the  otlier  side  of  the  Chamber — 
whether  this  Government  was  formed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  acquiring  foreign  territory  by  conquest  or 
rapine;  and,  whether  it  be  in  the  true  constitution- 
al competency  of  Congress  to  wage  war  for  the 
purpose  of  acquiring  territory  by  conquest.  I 
deny  it,  sir.  I  hold  this  Government  to  be  a  gov- 
ernment of  specific  and  delegated  powers,  and  I  do 
not  find  it  enumerated  anywhere,  either  by  express 
words  or  necessary  implication,  that  any  such 
power  as  that  was  ever  ceded  to  thisGoverninent. 
The  preamble  to  the  Constitution  expresses  the 
purposes  for  which  this  Government  was  formed, 
"  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice, 
ensure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and 
secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our 
posterity."  They  were  not  to  ensure  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty  to  any  other  than  the  American 
people.  The  object  was  to  establish  justice,  not 
to  perpetrate  injustice  and  robbery  by  indulging  a 
love  of  plunder  and  a  thirst  for  conquest  or  terri- 
torial aggrandizement.  These  were  not  the  objects 
for  which  the  fathers  of  the  republic  met  and  es- 
tablished the  American  Constitution.  No,  sir  !  no, 
sir!  They  have  specified  the  objects  for  which  they 
made  th.at  Constitution,  and  among  those  which 
are  enumerated,  I  do  not  find  any  such  power,  nor 
can  I  see  how  it  can  be  pretended  that  this  Gov- 
ernment was  fonned  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
territory  by  conquest.  The  spirit  of  our  Consti- 
tution is  pacific,  not  warlike — defensive,  not  ag- 
gressive. It  is  for  the  "  establishment  of  justice," 
not  for  aggrandizement  or  plui'ider. 

But,  sir,  we  are  rapidly  approaching  that  state 
of  things  v/hich  will  make  the  conquest  and  annex- 
ation of  all  Mexico  inevitable;  and  these  bills  are 
a  part  of  the  process  by  which,  if  they  become 
laws,  we  shall,  in  my  humble  judgment,  be  driven 
to  this  result.  These  bills  propose  a  reduplication 
of  thi.s  mighty  mass  of  thirty  thriusand  men,  com- 
posing our  army  nov/  in  the  city  of  Mexico. 

The  measure  brings  with  it  imminent  peril  to 
our  own  institutions.  You  may  say  to  me  now, 
as  the  honorablfe  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs  said  when  he  introduced  this  bill, 
that  no  such  pui'pose  as  that  of  the  annexation  of 
all  Mexico  is  contemplated  by  anybody.  Although 
I  thought  he  was  right  when  he  made  that  declara- 
tion ,  I  have  since  been  convinced  that  he  was  under 
a  very  great  error.  Y'^e  have  now  before  us  a 
resolution  offered  by  an  honorable  Senator,  de- 
claring that  it  inay  become  necessary  and  proper, 
antl  that  it  is  constitutional,  to  annex  the  wliole  of 
Mexico  to  this  country,  either  as  a  part  of  the 
States  or  as  a  province. 

Why,  sir,  what  have  you  seen  lately  in  the  pub- 
lic prints  from  all  parts  of  the  country — from  New 
Orleans  to  New  York  ?  Sir,  I  have  cut,  from  a 
newspaper  published  in  the  city  of  New  York,  a 
brief  extract,  which  I  will  read.  A  writer,  com- 
menting on  the  late  speech  delivered  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  South  Carolina,  makes  these 
observations: 

"  Our  schoolmasters,  our  tin  pedlars,  our  country  law- 
yers, our  missionaries,  our  printers,  our  mechanics,  and  otir 
farmers,  are  already  there,  [in  Mexico.]  .There  the  bulk 
will  stay.  Does  Mr.  Calhoun  or  Mr.  Polk  mean  to  give  a 
bill  ot^^ale  of  these  men,  with  their  industry,  their  intelli- 
gence, and  their  lives,  to  a  weak,  sickly,  uneducated,  dis- 
membered, patched-up  Mexican  Government— such  a  one 
as  will  be  left  after  the  slice,  which  all  admit  must,  at  all 
events,  be  taken  olf  from  it.'  We  doubt  thoir  right  thus  to 
transfer,  or  even  abandon,  American  citizens.  No;  llicy 
must  be  protected,  and  sheltered,  and  governed." 

Yea,  sir,  these  adventurers,  who  have  gone  down 
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with  your  army,  co^iitutins:,  as  they  will,  with 
the  irxreased  forces  which  you  propose  to  send  to 
Mexico,  an  armed  emigration  to  take  possession 
and  colonize  the  country  with  the  bayonet,  will 
claim  hereafter  that  you  are  bound  to  "shelter 
and  protect  them."  They  will  demand  it,  on  the 
o-round  that  ihcy  arc  American  citizens;  they  will 
say  that  you  |)laced  them  there,  that  you  cncour- 
n<^ed  them  to  go  there,  and  that  you  are  now  bound 
to  protect  them.  A  gentleman  said  to  nie  the 
other  day — and  I  confess  I  was  not  a  little  aston- 
ished at  tiie  statement — that  there  are  not  less  than 
fifty  thousand  of  these  emigrants,  in  various  parts 
of  Mexico,  not  directly  connected  with  our  army. 
Sir,  I  ask  the  attention,  and  tlie  serious  attention, 
of  every  gentleman  on  this  floor  to  these  facts. 
We  are  about  to  send  to  Mexico  an  armed  emi- 
gration, and  when  we  get  them  there,  how  siiall  we 
get  them  away  .'  Do  you  not  see,  from  the  public 
papers,  already,  that  some  of  those  who  are  in  the 
city  of  Mexico  (I  do  not  refer  to  the  army)  are 
proposing  a  permanent  occupation  of  the  country.' 
If  a  statement  in  the  Government  paper,  published 
this  day,  in  tiiis  place,  be  correct,  it  is  proposed 
by  those  who  are  now  in  t!ie  Hails  of  the  Montc- 
zumas,  that  a  raili'oad  shall  be  constructed  to  Vera 
Cruz,  and  a  magnetic  telegraph  to  Tampico.  Now 
go  on  for  a  few  years  more  in  this  way,  and  you 
may  then  lesislate  as  much  as  you  please;  but  you 
can  never  legislate  them  all  back.  They  will  knock 
at  the  door  of  your  Union  for  admission,  and  you 
cannot  keep  them  out.  Is  any  one,  I  ask,  in  favor 
of  such  a  state  of  things.'  If  there  be  any  who 
are  in  favor  of  it,  I  wisli  to  hear  them  now;  for 
one,  I  take  my  stand  against  it.  I  think  there  is 
wisdom  in  the  proposition  of  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  that  we  should  now  erect 
a  landmark  for  ourselves,  by  which  \vc  shall  be 
guided  hereafter. 

What  will  be  the  consequence  of  tlie  annexa- 
tion of  twenty  Mexican  States  to  the  American 
Union.'  Of  ail  men  in  the  United  States  the  most 
interested  in  making  this  inrjuiry  solemnly,  and 
examining  it  patiently  and  carefully,  are  tlie  gen- 
tlemen of  the  South.  There  are  in  Mexico  not 
less  than  eight  millions  of  human  beings,  (men, 
v/omen  and  children,)  of  a  race  totally  different 
from  ourselves — a  colored  population,  having  no 
feelings  in  coinmon  with  us,  no  prejudices  "lil%e 
ours;  but,  on  the  contrary,  with  prejudices  directly 
the  antipodes  of  all  of  ours,  and  especially  bigoted 
on  this  ver}'  subject  of  slavery. 

Do  you  suppose  that  if  you  annex  to  the  Ameri- 
can Union  these  eight  millions  of  people,  backed 
by  the  millions  of  colored  men  in  this  countrv, 
they  will  remain  idle  spectators  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  this  Government,  stimulated  as  they  will 
be  by  Abolitionists  of  the  most  fanatical  cast.' 
What,  then,  must  become  of  that  jjeculiar  insti- 
tution of  ours,  which  has  exi.steii  for  so  many 
years  in  this  country.'  You  answer  mc,  that  yoii 
will  not  suffer  tiiat  institution  to  be  disturbed.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Maryland  said,  j'ou  will 
not  suffer  the  right  to  hold  colored  men  in  slavery 
to  be  discussed.  No,  sir;  but  how  will  you  pre- 
vent if.  v/hcn  these  men  shall  have  been  admitted 
into  the  American  Union,  and  these  Mexican 
States  shall  have  become  American  States.'  You 
will  be  voted  down.  Your  institutions  will  be 
voted  down,  and  you  may,  and  for  that  probably 
will,  rend  the  Union  to  atoms  !  These  are  the 
legitimate  results  of  your  annexation  of  all  Mexi- 
co, and  you  may  as  well  take  the  opportunity  to 
meet  and  prevent  them  at  ojice.  If  you  do  not 
fear  such  results,  vote  your  armed  emigration;  but 
if  you  bflieve  that  it  will  lead  to  this,^pause  with 
me,  and  arrest  these  proceedings  now. 

My  honorable  friend  from  Maryland,  in  the  pro- 
eres.s  of  the  discn.ssion,  alluded  to  the  revenues  of 
Mexico,  and  s.iid  tliat  he  thought  the  American 
army  might  be  iiereafter  supported  out  of  these 
revenues.  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  the  finan- 
cial question.s  connected  with  this  bill  at  length, 
though  I  do  invoke  the  serious  attention  of^the 
American  Senate,  as  an  honorable  Senator  Una 
already  done,  to  the  crisis  wiiich  mu.st  be  produced 
by  adding  twenty  or  thirty  miliion.'s  aimually  to  our 
already  enormous  expenses,  those  cxpen.ses  which 
we  cannot  now  escape  and  are  bound  to  incur.  I 
say  bound,.becausc  I  wi.sh  it  to  be  understood  that 
I  mean  to  vote  wupplies,  and  I  tnke  it  for  grunted 
that  others  are  equally  resolved  to  vote  them  for  our 
army  in  Mexico  rh  long  as  that  army  remains 
there.     I  intend,  as  far  as  m^  vote  will  go,  to  voio 


the  munitions  of  war,  the  clothing  for  the  troops, 
and  for  everything  as  far  as  may  be  necessary  to 
sustain  the  honor  of  the  American  army  in  a  for- 
eign country.  But  there  I  stop;  and  I  say,  with 
the  forces  which  you  have  there,  and  the  twenty 
thousand  men  which  you  have  a  right  now  by 
law  to  recruit,  yoytr  further  progress  in  arming 
the  people  for  this  war  shall  be  arrested,  so  far 
as  my  vote  will  go  to  arrest  it.  Should  any  real 
danger  to  our  army  ever  require  more  men,  I 
would  grant  them;  but  now  it  is  evident  that  you 
have  no  occasion  for  any  more  troops  for  any 
legitimate  purpose  of  the  war.  The  whole  revenue 
of  Mexico  was  but  twenty-one  million  dollars, 
when  in  her  best  and  palmiest  state.  It  is  now, 
as  General  Scott  tells  you,  almost  annihilated. 
He,  who  has  the  best  means  of  knowing,  gives 
you  this  information.  But  suppose  the  revenue 
to  be  twenty-one  millions  of  dollars,  would  that 
bs  sufficient  to  support  an  army  of  sixty  thousand 
men.'  Sir,  if  you  look  at  tlie  official  documents 
which  have  been  sent  to  us  by  the  Secretary,  you 
will  see  that  it  will  be  entirely  inadequate  to  defray 
half  the  enormous  expenses  to  which  we  should 
be  subjected.  But  what  is  meant  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Maryland .'  Does  he  desire  to  take 
every  dollar  from  Mexico,  and  prevent  her  from 
supporting  any  government .'  What  policy  would 
there  be  in  that.'  Vie  wish  to  treat  with  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Mexico,  yet  we  drive  that  Government 
from  place  to  place— keeping  them,  as  has  been 
said,  in  "perpetual  motion."  V/e  drive  them 
continually  from  place  to  place,  and  y?t  we  expect 
to  treat  with  a  Government  thus  in  motion,  and 
from  which  we  have  taken  every  dollar  of  its  rev- 
enue. Is  there  wisdom  in  this.'  Is  it  not,  in  fact, 
an  effectual  obstruction  to  the  obtaining  any  treaty.' 
It  must  end  in  the  utter  annihilation  of  the  sover- 
eignty and  independence  of  that  nation.  You  will 
have  a  mass  of  population  scattered  over  an  im- 
mense region  without  a  government,  because  you 
will  not  permit  them  to  have  one.  You  are  to  beat 
them,  drive  them,  shoot  them,  and  in  every  way 
punish  them,  and  you  say  you  are  to  do  it  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  an  honorable  peace.  Sir,  I 
have  nothing  to  say  now  about  the  question  of 
humanity  as  involved  in  this  inatter;  but  I  put  it 
again  to  honorable  Senators  on  the  other  side,  is 
this  good  policy.'  Is  it  expedient.'  Are  you  re- 
solved never  to  permit  Mexico  to  have  a  govern- 
ment that  can  treat  with  you.'  If  you  send  down 
thirty  thousand  more  men,  which  these  bills  call 
for,  it  is  in  vain  to  say  that  there  can  be  an  inde- 
pendent government  in  Mexico.  ! 
In  reference  to  the  suggestion,  sir,  which  held  I 
out  the  idea  that  Mexico  can  be  nnnexed  to  this  j 
country  a.s-a  province,  I  wish  to  say  but  a  very  few  ' 
words.  I  think  that  every  statesman  who  reflects  | 
on  the  subject  will  agree  with  me,  that  it  is  utterly 
impossible  for  us  long  to  hold  that  or  any  other 
country  %s  a  province.  If  you  annex  it  to  the 
American  Republic  in  any  form,  its  final  destiny  is 
fixed  and  certain.  Your  own  institutions,  your 
sense  of  justice,  your  love  of  the  great  principle 
of  human  liberty,  will  compel  you  to  admit  it 
finally  info  the  Union.  Hold  it  as  a  province,  like 
one  of  the  despotic  governments  of  Europe  !  Hold 
a  country  which  was  once  a  republic,  sir,  as  a 
province,  enslaved,  and  enslaved  by  a  sister  repub- 

i  lie!  It  is  vain;  the  idea  is  altogether  impracticable. 
It  cannot  be  entertained  by  an  American  statesman 
for  a  moment.  Depend  upon  it,  sir,  you  cannot 
evade  the  great  question.  Now  is  the  time  to  say 
whether  you  will  admit  Mexico  into  the  American 
Union  or  not. 

I  do  not  propose,  Mr.  President,  to  review  the 
ground  which  was  so  ably  taken  by  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Kentucky,  who  preceded  me  in 
the  debate,  in  reference  to  the  existing  army  in 

I  the  field,  the  numl>cr  of  troops  in  Mexico,  and 
their  sufficiency  for  all  legitima'e  purposes  in  this 
war.  I  have  here  the  report  of  the  Adjittant  Gen- 
eral, and  I  presume  that  every  honorable  Senator, 
has  had  the  report  upon  his  table.  It  appears  by  it 
(and  I  will  barely  read  one  or  two  extracts,  for  the 
purposcof  confirming  what  has  been  stated  already) 
tliat  the  aggregate  regular  and  volunteer  forces  in 
Mexico,  independent  of  the  Michigan  regiment  and 
the  Alabamaand  Mississippi  troopswhich  havenot 
yet  gone  to  Mexico,  amount  to  forty-three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  thirty-six  men.  The  Mich- 
igan, Alabama,  and  Mississippi  troops  will  raise 
the  number  above  forty-five  thousand  men.  There 
wag  great  propriety,  I  think,  in  the  suggestion  of 


the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  to  add  to  the  number 
(forty-five  thousand  men)  the  five  thousand  sailora 
and  marines  now  in  Mexico,  to  ascertain  the  entire 
effective  force  already  there. 

There  are,  then,  sir,  by  a  fixir calculation,  already 
fifty  thousand  men  in  Mexicor  According  to  the 
letter  which  was  read  b)"-  the  honorable  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  General 
Scott  considered  that  force  sufficient,  not  only  for 
the  legitimate  purposes  of  the  war,  but  also  for 
holding  all  the  capitals  of  all  the  States  of  the 
Mexican  Confederation,  all  its  provinces,  towns, 
and  fortified  places;  for  the  purpose  also  of  seizing 
all  the  revenues  of  the  nation,  and  of  driving  the 
Central  Government  from  place  to  place,  "keeping 
it  in  constant  motion;"  in  other  words,  that  the 
force  was  sufficient,  according  to  the  judgment  of 
the  Comrnanding  General,  to  annihilate  the  sover- 
eignty of  Mexico.  Why,  then,  do  you  want 
more.'  On  what  ground  do  you  base  the  requisi- 
tion for  thirty  thousand- additional  troops,  when 
you  have  already  a  force  adequate,  according  to 
the  Commanding  General,  for  the  subjugation  of 
the  whole  country.'  If  you  send  these  thirty 
thousand  additional  troops  there,  you  will  have 
thirty  thousand  additional  mouths  to  feed,  greatly 
increasing  the  difficulties  of  the  (^omma)|,der-in- 
chief  in  the  field,  if  not  rendering  them  absolutely 
insuperaijle.  You  will  thus  raise  the  price  of 
supplies,  by  increasing  the  demand  for  them.  At 
the  same  time,  your  army  being  inactive,  occupy- 
ing the  garrison  towns  and  fortified  pk-Wes  of 
Mexico,  you  incur  all  the  hazard  of  mutiny  and 
insubordination  among  that  immense  mass  of  men, 
a  great  portion  of  them  being  kept  in  the  great  cap- 
ital of  that  Repuljlic,  and  the  others  diffused  and 
scattered  among  the  principal  towns.  Reflect,  sir, 
on  the  difficulties  which  must  inevitably  surround 
an  army  in  such  circumstances — the  danger  not 
merely  from  disease  and  the  climate,  but  from  that 
military  insubordination  into  which  they  would 
be  .so  likely  to  fall,  when  they  have  no  enemy  to 
encounter  in  the  field.  As  to  the  idea  of  fighting 
any  more  battles  in  Mexico,  that  I  hold  to  be  per- 
fectly preposterous.  Battles  with  whom .'  A 
single  regiment,  sir,  of  volunteers,  would  be  suffi- 
cient, at  Uiis  very  moment,  to  defeat  any  Mexican 
forces  that  could  probably  be  brought  into  the 
field.  Who  is  there  in  Mexico  that  has  under 
him,  or  has  the  least  expectation  of  having  under 
him,  any  considerable  T\'Iexican  force.'  No  one. 
Santa  Anna  has  a  few  guerrillas  under  him,  assas- 
sins and  cut-throats;  but  they,  like  assassins  and 
cut-throats  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  are  fleeing 
before  regular  forces,  and  dare  not  face  them,  and 
never  will  dare  face  any  army  there. 

I  conclude,  then,  Mr.  President,  tliat  if  a  case 
could  possibly  be  stated  in  which  an  American 
Congress  would  be  justified  in  withholding  its 
consent  to  an  Executive  application  for  more 
troops,  that  case  is  now  before  uS.  There  are 
some  individuals  who  seem  to  think  that  no  pos- 
sible emergency  can  arise  in  which  a  patriotic 
statesman  can  withhold  his  vote  for  furnishing 
supplies  of  men  or  money  during  a  stale  of  war. 
With  all  such  persons  I  beg  most  respectfidly  to 
differ;  and  I  am  quite  willing,  if  gentlemen  desire, 
to  measure  patriotism  with  them  on  this  very 
question.  We  are  placed  here  as  guardians,  in 
some  sense,  of  the  lives  of  the  American  people; 
and  from  our  age — as  there  are  many  grey  heads 
to  be  seen  in  this  Chamber — it  is  expected  of  us 
that  we  shall  restrain  the  impulses  which  prompt 
men  to  rush  to  every  battle-field,  when  there  is 
no  occasion  whatever  for  their  services. 

Sir,  is  it  indeed  true  that  a  man  cannot  vote 
against  a  bill  to  send  additional  troops  into  the 
field,  unless  he  be,  as  some  say,  a  "Mexican 
Whig,"  or  at  heart  an  enemy  to  his  country  .'  No 
such  assertion  as  that  was  made  by  niy  honorable 
friend  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  JonNsoN;]  but  just 
the  reverse.  He  did  justice  to  the  motives  of  those 
M'ho  vote  against  the  measure.  But  such  language 
I  have  heard  from  the  lips  of  others,  and  never 
without  despising  it  and  its  authors.  I  shall  vote, 
I  trust,  from  a  high  sense  of  public  duly;  and  I 
say  that,  in  this  case,  I  might  with  more  propriety 
retort  upon  the  friends  of'the  Executive  that  he 
desires,  by  the  passage  of  this  bill,  to  get  a  large 
army  of  military  office-jiolders  to  electioneer  for 
his  party  in  the  next  prc.'iidcntial  campaign.  I 
might  make  such  a  charge  against  him  with  much 
more  propriety  than  the  charge  to  which  I  have 
alludeu  can  be  directed  against  gentlemen  not  dis- 
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posed  to  vote  in  favor  of  this  bill.  If  this  bill 
passes,  the  President  will  have  the  appointment 
of  five  hundredand  forty  additional  commissioned 
officers.  The  Executive  has  already  exercised 
more  patronage  than  any  of  his  [)redecessors  in 
office.  This  war,  calling  into  existence  a  mighty 
army  of  seventy  thousand  men,  has  given  him 
more  patronage,  indejiendently  of  other  consider- 
ations, than  any  President  ever  exercised  before 
him.  If  patronage  be  an  object. to  the  Execu- 
tive, may  he  not  well  be  satisfied?  I  will  not 
lightly  make  an  accusation  against  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate of  the  country.  I  make  no  charge  against 
iiim  that  it  is  his  object  to  carry  this  bill  through 
the  halls  of  Congress,  in  order  that  he  may  obtain 
this  patronage;  but  I  am  one  of  those  wlio  are 
very  fearful  and  jealous  of  Executive  power  and 
Executive  patronage.  I  have' lived  long  enough 
and  seen  enough  here  to  satisfy  me  that  thei'C  is 
imminent  danger  to  our  institutions  from  that  very 
source,  I  will  not,  where  there  is  the  slightest 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  it,  lend  my  aid  to 
increase  that  Executive  patronage.  Sir,  the  fathers 
of  the  republic,  when  about  to  make  the  Ameri- 
can Constitution,  liad  fears,  and  just  such  fears  as 
I  entei'tain,  on  this  great  question.  They  had  fears 
that  the  great  temptations  to  which  the  Executive 
would  be  exposed  to  increase  his  power  and  pat- 
ronage, J?ag-rart/6  bello,  might  lead  him  to  defeat 
the  settlement  of  controversies  with  foreign  Pow- 
eis,  and  to  ]irotract  any  war  in  wliich  we  might  be 
engaged.  Reasoning  upon  the  suijject  in  the  ab- 
stract, and  without  reference  to  any  particular  indi- 
vidual, the  framers  of  the  Constitution  thought  that 
such  a  danger  existed;  and  James  Madison  was 
one  of  the  very  men  who,  apprehending  danger 
from  this  source,  attempted,  in  the  Convention 
which  made  the  Constitution,  to  guard  against  it 
by  removing  from  the  President  even  concurrent 
action  with  the  Senate  in  the  formation  of  treaties 
of  peace,  restricting  that  power  to  two-thirds  of 
the  Senate. 

Let  me  read  from  the  proceedings  of  that  Con- 
vention, the  passages  which  bear  on  this  point,  as 
they  are  quite  pertinent  in  the  present  connection. 
You  will  find  them  under  date  of  September,  1787, 
page  524  of  the  "  Madison  Papers  :" 

"  Mr.  iVfADisoN  moved  to  autlioiize  a  coMCUrrence  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senate  to  make  treaties  of  peace,  vnthout  the 
concurrence  of  th.c President.  Tlie  President,  lie  said,  would 
necessarily  derive  so  mucli  pinver  and  importance  from  a 
Etate  of  war,  that  lie  migiit  be  tempted,  if  authorized,  to  im- 
pede a  treaty  of  peace. 

"  Mr.  Butler  seconded  the  molion. 

"Mr.  GoRHAM  tlioujjht  the  security  unnecessary,  as  the 
means  of  carrybiz  o™  the  war  would  not  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
Prcsiiicntjbut  of  the  Legislature. 

"  Mr.  BuTLKR  was  strenuous  for  the  motion  as  a  neces- 
sary security  against  ambitious  and  corrupt  Presidents.  He 
mentioned  {he  late  p."riiilious  [lolicy  of  ihe  Stadtliolder  in 
Holland,  and  the  artifices  of  the  Uuke  of  Marlborough  to 
prolona;  the  war,  of  which  he  had  the  manageuiimt." 

Sir,  Mr.  Madison's  motion  failed,  and  we  have 
no  resource  against  the  evil  he  designed  to  pre- 
vent, but  in  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Gorham. 

It  is  evident,  then,  that  the  fathers  of  the  Con- 
stitution contemplated  tiie  very  step  which  I  am 
now  about  to  take;  and  unless  in  our  hearts  and 
judgments  we  can  approve  of  the  objects  for  which 
the  war  in  Mexico  is  waged — unless  we  can  agree 
■with  the  President  in  his  ultimatum  as  announced 
in  that  portion  of  his  mes.sage  in  which  he  declares 
that  he  will  make  no  peace  unless  it  give  him  all 
the  Californias  and  New  Mexico, — unless  we  con- 
cur in  that  ultimatum,  we  are  bound  as  honorable 
men  to  refuse  him  any  more  men  for  tlie  purpQses 
he  has  avowed.  In  so  refusing  to  grant  him  any 
more  men  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war  with  such 
objects,  I  hold  myself  a.s  acting  in  the  very  spirit 
of  the  Constitution,  and  according  to  the  requisi- 
tions of  the  fathers  who  made  it. 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  chairman  of  tho 
Committeeon  iMilitary  Alfairs,  when  he  introduced 
this  bill  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate,  submit- 
ted with  it  some  remarks  to  which  I  desire  to  in- 
vite your  attention.  That  I  may  not  misquote  or 
misrepresent  the  honorable  Senator,  I  will, read 
from  his  speech  as  published  by  the  reporter  of  the 
Senate: 

"  In  pre.-enting  this  bill,  I  do  not  propose  to  touch  any  of 
the  disputed  topics  vvhicli  divide  ihe  two  great  parties,  un- 
der the  banner  of  one  or  the  other  of  which,  every  citizen 
of  our  country  is  arrayed.  I  shall  leave  these,  if  introduced 
at  all,  to  be  introduced  by  oihers.  I  had  hoped,  till  I  heard 
the  incidental  discussion  which  arose  a  day  or  two  since  on 
the  rjnestion  of  taking  up  this  bill,  that  lli<!se  exciling  sub- 
Jeels  would  be  postponed  for  BOine  future  ojiportunily,  and 
thiit  the  propoiitiouD  now  submitted  would  b«  considered 


upim  their  military  merits,  taking  it  for  granted  (hat  the  pro- 
priety of  voting  the  additional  force  required  would  not  be 
controverted.  I  was  well  aware  that  we  could  not  escape 
a  full  discussion  of  the  origin  of  the  war,  its  progress,  its 
objects,  and  the  whole  course  of  the  Administration  con- 
nected with  it.  Nor,  indeed,  did  I  wish  to  avoid  it.  Hovv'- 
ever  severe  may  be  the  attack,  I  trust  i*  will  be  as  earnestly 
met,  rtiid  easily  r.-polled,  for  I  consider  the  ground  which 
the  Administration  occupies  as  perfectly  impregnable." 

^  It  sometimes  happens,  sir,  that  a  man  by  blow- 
ing a  trumpet  may  invite  an  opponent  into  the 
field,  who  would  have  been  very  quiet  if  he  had 
not  been  defied.  The  honorable  Senator  has  ut- 
tered this  note  of  defiance,  and  I  suppose  it  was 
intended  for  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  Cham- 
ber. He  has  thrown  the  gauntlet  at  our  feet,  and 
dares  us  to  take  it  up.  Pie  says  that  the  entire 
ground  of  the  Administration  is  "impregnable;" 
that  an  attack  upon  it  can  be  "  easily  repelled," 
and  will  be,  he  trusts,  "  as  earnestly  met.''  Now, 
sir,  although  one  of  the  humblest  of  the  members 
on  this  side  of  the  Chamber,  yet  I  will  take  up  the 
glove,  and  I  desire  to  see  how  easily  the  champion 
of  the  Administration  will  repel  one  or  two  at- 
tempts on  my  part  to  question  the  propriety  of 
the  course  of.  the  Administration  in  carrying  on 
this  v/ar. 

Many  years  ago,  there  was  a  certain  personage 
in  our  Stale  of  Texas,  then  a  province  claimed  by 
Mexico,  by  the  naiTie  of  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de 
Santa  Anna.  He  met  some  American  troops — if 
I  recollect  the  history  of  times  gone  by — at  a  cer- 
tain place  called  Goliad,  and  induced  them  to  sur- 
render to  him,  under  the  promise  that  they  would 
be  fairly  and  honorably  ti-eated  as  prisoners  of  war. 
He  took  out  every  man  of  them  the  next  day,  and 
shot  them,  one  by  one,  deliberately,  in  cold  blood! 
He  violated  his  solemn  pledge  before  God  and  man; 
and,  bloody  ruffian,  murderous  villain,  as  he  is,  he 
slew  hundreds  of  my  countrymen,  after  pledging 
his  honor  to  give  them  quarter.  On  another  occa- 
sion, this  same  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna 
massacred  some  hundreds  moreof  our  countrymen, 
at  a  place  called  the  Alamo.  These  things  are  fresh 
in  the  recollection  of  every  American.  There  is  not 
an  honest  American  heart  thaldid  not  burn  with  in- 
dignation against  this  ferocious  ruffian,  on  account 
of  these  a*trocious  acts.  Well,  sir,  when  this  war 
was  declared,  in  May,  1846,  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  head  of  the  Administration  and 
of  tlie  Executive  Government,  gave  this  same 
Santa  Anna,  with  all  his  titles,  a  free  pass  through 
the  American  fleet,  into  Mexico. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  (in  his  seat.) 
On  the  same  day  on  which  war  was  declared. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  On  the  very  day,  as  my  hon- 
orable friend  remarks,  on  which  the  war  was  de- 
clared, the  President  of  the  United  States  issued 
his  order  to  let  pass  thepeijured  assassin,  without 
let  or  hinderance,  into  Mexico.  This,  sir,  is  one 
of  those  points  on  which  I  desire  to  see  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  so  easily 
repel  the  attack  which  he  has  invited.  I  am  bound, 
sir,  to  hold  up  the  conduct  of  the  President,  in  this 
instance,  not  only  to  the  Senate,  but  to  the  Ameri- 
can people;  and  I  ask  the  champion  of  the  Admin- 
istration, or  any  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Chamber,  to  demonstrate  to  us  the  ease  with 
which  he  can  repel  the  charge  of  misconduct,  gross 
misconduct,  on  the  part  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  admitting  that  murderous  ruffian 
into  Mexico.  What,  sir,  have  been  the  conse- 
quences of  that  act?  Why,  let  me,  in  reply,  take 
up  a  newspaper  which  is  good  authority  with  my 
honorable  friends  on  the  other  side.  In  the  "Union" 
of  this  morning,  I  find  the  following  paragraph: 

"We  have  received  afile  of  the  'North  American,' print- 
ed in  the  city  of' Mexico,  from  the  Jd  of  November  to  the 
7th  of  December.  We  find  the  following  in  the  '  American  ' 
of  the  la>t-named  date.  It  has  already  appeared  in  the  New 
Orleans  papers : 

,"  '  Once  more. — Senors  Cueva^,  Atrisfain,  and  Couto,  the 
'  Mexican  peace  commissioners,  are  still  in  the  city,  we  hear, 
'  but  of  course  can  eft'ect  nothing.  It  is  now  said  that  they 
'  will  not  go  to  Washington  as  long  as  Santa  Anna  is  in  the 
•country.  The  Govermnent  dare  not  ev(!n  pay  their  expen- 
'  ses  ;  nor  would  the  eoniuiis.-ioners  dare  go  there  and  make 
'a  treaty  ;  for  the  Napoleon  of  the  West  may  turn  np  again 
'some  iiay,anil  then  President  Anaya and  the  commissioners 
'  would  be  shot.  Oh  !  wlnit  a  de|ilurable  condition  have  this 
'  people  reduced  themselves  to  !'  " 

I  ask,  would  not  the  ejaculation  have  been  more 
appropriate — "  Oh  !  to  what  a  deplorable  condi- 
tion has  the  President  of  the  United  States  retluced 
this  people  and  hi.s  own  country!"  Upon  his 
head,  sir,  and  no  other,  must  this  sin  rest;  and  if 
the  honorable  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Chamber  has  ingenuity  enough  to   extricate  the 


President  from  this  positi'on,  he  shall  indeed  Ije, 
in  ail  time  hereafter,  my  Magnus  Apollo!  If 
he  can  point  out  any  mode  of  salvation  for  the 
President  from  this  charge,  it  will  -refieci  infi- 
nite honor  on  his  character  as  an  advocate. 
This  same  Don  Antonio  Lopez  de  Santa  Anna, 
who  murdered  our  countrymen  at  Goliad  and 
Alamo,  being  admitted  to  pass  free  into  Mexico, 
has  waged  war  against  our  country  on  all  occa- 
sions since  his  admission.  He  has  rallied  thou- 
sands and  tens  of  thousands  of  Mexicans  that  no 
other  man  could  have  rallied  against  us.  He  fought 
us  at  Buena  Vista — at  Cerro  Gordo — at  Contreras 
— at  Churubusco — at  Molino  del  Rey — atChapiil- 
tepec — and  at  the  city  of  Mexico.  He  fought  till 
he  was  driven  from  the  capital  to  the  mountains, 
where  he  now  remains  with  his  guerrillas,  ready  to 
murder  the  peace  commissioners  of  his  own  coun- 
try if  they  should  dare  to  treat  with  us.  Such  is 
the  man  whom  the  President  of  the  United  States 
introduced  into  that  country,  and  this  is  the  state 
of  things  to  which  the  American  people  have  been 
brought  by  the  conduct  of  the  Executive. 

I  might  here,  sir,  request  the  honorable  chair- 
man to  repel  another  charge  made  by  the  Senator 
from  Maryland.  V7hy  was  the  gallant  Taylor 
left  without  more  than  five  thousand  four  hundred 
troops — nearly  all  volunteers — to  resist  the  attack 
of  this  same  Santa  Anna  with  twenty  thousand 
Mexicans,  at  the  bloody  but  glorious  battle  of 
Buena  Vista.'  And  why  was  the  no  less  gallant 
Scott  left  so  long  without  sufficient  troops  to  move 
frorn  Puebia  upon  the  capital  of  Mexico  .'  During 
all  this  time  the  President  had  the  power  to  call 
upon  his  unexhausted  fund  of  fifty  thousand  vol- 
unteers, and  refused  to  send  them  succor.  But  I 
must  not  dwell  on  these  things.  They  were  suffi- 
ciently urged  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland. 

The  present  times,  sir,  do  not  resemble  the  early 
days  of  the  republic.  We  hear  much,  especially 
from  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Chamber,  of  Jefferson  and  his  democracy. 
These  are  not  the  days  of  Jefferson ian  democ- 
racy. The  measures  of  the  President  of  the 
Unite.d  States  are  not  like  those  of  the  fathers 
of  the  Republic.  No,  sir.  Let  us  recur  to  an 
incident  in  the  history  of  the  administration  of 
Thomas  Jefferson,  at  the  period  when  great  excite- 
ment prevailed  with  regard  to  the  title  to  the 
lower  Mississippi,  in  the  year  1803,  when  the 
whole  West  was  in  a  flame,  lest  some  foreign 
nation  should  occupy  the  mouth  of  that  mighty 
river,  and  impede  the  growing  prosperity  of  the 
great  valley  of  the  West.  At  tliat  moment,  sir, 
when  the  minds  of  men  all  over  the  American 
Union  were  peculiarly  excited,  an  effort  was  made 
in  the  Senate  Chamber  of  the  United  States,  on 
the  ]6th  February,  1803,  by  Mr.  Ro.ss,  from 
Pittsburg,  to  induce  the  American  Congress  and 
the  American  Executive  to  seize  and  take  posses- 
sion of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  the 
country  which  was  necessary  for  our  prosperity; 
and  to  hold  it  without  reference  to  negotiation  or 
treaty.  Allow  me  to  read  the  resolutions  of  Mr. 
Ross.  They  will  be  found  in  the  Senate  Journal, 
for  the  year  1803,  page  266. 

Resolved,  That  the  United  States  have  an  indisputable 
right  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  to  a 
convenient  place  of  deposite  for  their  produce  and  merchan- 
dise in  the  island  of  New  Orleans. 

That  the  late  infraction  of  such,  their  unquestionable 
right,  is  an  aggression  hostile  to  their  honor  and  interest. 

That  it  does' not  consist  witli  the  digiuty  or  safety  of  this 
Union  to  hold  a  right  so  important  by  a  tenure  so  uncer- 
tain. 

That  it  materially  concerns  such  of  the  American  citizens 
as  dwell  on  the  western  waters,  and  is  essential  to  the 
union,  strength,  and  prosperity,  of  these  States,  that  they 
obtain  complete  security  for  the  full  and  peaceable  enjoy- 
ment of  such  their  absolute  riiiht. 

That  the  President  be  authorized  to  take  immediate  pos- 
session of  such  pl.ace  or  places  in  the  said  island,  or  the 
adjacent  territories,  as  he  may  deem  fit  and  convenient,  for 
thi;  purposes  aforesaid  ;  and  to  adopt  such  other  n)easures 
for  obtaining  tiiat  complete  security  as  to  him  in  his  wisdom 
shall  seem  meet. 

That  he  be  authorized  into  call  into  actual  service  any 
number  of  the  militia  of  the  States  of  South  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  or  of  the  Mississippi 
territory,  which  he  may  think  proper,  not  exceediiig  fifty 
thousai'id,  and  to  employ  them,  together  with  the  military 
and  naval  forces  of  the  Union,  for  efiecting  the  objects  above 
mentioned. 

That  the  sum  of  five  millions  of  dollars  be  appropriated 
to  tluM'arrying  into  efiVct  the  foregoing  resolutions;  and 
that  the  whob'oranv  part  of  that  sum  be  paid  or  applied, 
on  warrants  drawn  in  pursuance  of  sneh  direction,.,  as  the 
President  may.  from  tuiie  to  time,  think  proper  to  give  to 
the  Sccretaryof  the  Treasury. 

And  on  page  274,  you  find  these  resolutions  pro- 


164 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Jan.  13, 


posins;  that  the  President  should  take  immediate 
possession,  entirely  changed  by  the  Democratic 
Senators  in  Mr.  JeiTerson's  confidence: 

Rciolted,  'I'liattlie  President  of  the  UnitiMl  States  be,  nnd 
he  is  hereby,  mitliorized,  whenever  he  shall  jud^je  it  expe- 
dient, to  require  ui'  the  Executives  of  the  several  Slritcs  to 
take  eliVetual  measures  to  organize,  arm,  and  ecjuip,  accord- 
in  >  to  law,  and  hald  irt  readiness  to  march,  at  a  moment's 
warning,  eighty  tliDusand  elTijelivc  militia,  oCicers  included. 

ResiUcJ,  That  the  President  may,  if  he  Judges  it  expedi- 
ent, authorize  the  Executives  of  the  several  States  to  acce[)t, 
as  part  of  the  detachment  aforesaid,  any  corps  of  volunteers, 
who  shall  continue  in  service  for  such  time,  not  exceeding 

months,  and  perform  such  services  as  shall  be  pre- 

Bcrihed  l>y  law. 

Resolved,  That dollars  be  appropriated  for  payin?  and 

subsisting  such  part  of  the  troops  aforesaid,  whose  actual 
service  may  be  waiited,  and  for  defraying  such  other  ex- 
penses as,  during;  the  recess  of  Congress,  tiie  President  may 
deem  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  territory  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States. 

R.cioh-ei,  That dollars  be  appropriated  for  erecting, 

at  sucii  place  or  places  on  tlic  wusteni  waters  a.s  the  I'res- 
ident  may  judge  most  proper,  one  or  more  arsenals. 

I  have  here  tiie  speech  made  by  Mr.  Ross,  in 
support  of  his  resolutions,  proposinj^  to  seize  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississi[>pi  and  the  acijacent  terri- 
tory, without  negotiation;  and  the  speech,  sir,  is 
very  much  a  counterpart  of  some  that  I  have 
heard  during  the  discussions  that  have  taken  place 
since  this  war  commenced.  Mr.  Uoss  urged  that 
it  was  convenient  and  necessary  to  seize  upon  the 
territory.  Certainly  he  had  the  right  to  say  so. 
He  insisted  that  v/e  should  not  wait  for  negotia- 
tion; and  of  course,  as  usual  in  such  cases,  he  urged 
that  those  who  held  the  territory  had  no  title  to  it. 
But  what  was  the  course  adopted  in  those  days 
of  Jefi'ersonian  democracy?  Did  Mr.  Jetrerson 
march  upon  and  seize  the  territory,  or  point  our 
cannon  into  the  windows  of  New  Orleans,  and 
thus  provoke  a  conflict?  Did  any  such  spirit  as 
that  which  seems  to  rage  here  with  an  unbridled 
fury  pervade  the  Democracy  of  that  day  ?  IN'o,  sir; 
no,  sir.  The  love  of  justice  had  not  abandoned 
the  American  bosom;  the  honor  of  the  American 
character  was  still  dear  to  American  statesmen. 
Thomas  Jefferson,  will)  liis  friends,  dropped  the 
pioposition  of  Air.  Ross  to  seize  on  the  country  on 
the  Mississippi,  sent  an  Envoy  Extraordinary  to 
join  IVIr.  Livingston  in  France;  and  they  nego- 
tiated the  celebrated  treaty  of  1803,  by  which 
Louisiana  was  ceded  to  this  country,  for  the  sum 
of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  Negotiation — treaty 
— these  were  the  means  resorted  to  by  the  Democ- 
racy of  ancient  days.  Alas!  sir,  it  .seems  to  me 
as  if  there  were  a  spirit  now  pervading  a  portion 
of  my  friends  on  tlie  other  side  of  the  Chamber, 
which  disposes  them  to  seize  and  hold  territory 
without  negotiation,  without  treaty,  without  regard 
to  the  consequences  upon  the  character  of  the  (U)uii- 
try.  From  all  this  1  entirely  dissent.  I  amnotone 
of  those  who  iiave  denied,  or  mean  hereafter  to 
deny ,  ihatindemnity  may  be  received  by  my  coun- 
try from  Mexico  in  the  way  of  the  acquisition  of 
tej-ritory.  What  I  have  maintained  is,  that  I  will 
not  agree  to  rob  for  it.  Buy  any  territory  that 
may  Ijc  neces.sary  for  the  good  of  the  country; 
buy  the  harbor  of  San  Francisco  and  the  adjacent 
territory,  for  the  use  of  our  people;  buy  it  on  fair 
and  honorable  terms,  and  I  shall  not  object  to  it. 
But  take  noihiiig  by  violence.  If  you  in'end  to  do 
that,  I  wash  my  hands  of  it.  I  refuse  to  acqui- 
esce in  any  such  procedure,  on  the  ground  which 
I  have  already  staled — that  I  hold  the  national 
ciiaracter  forjustice  and  honc^^iy  of  fur  more  value 
to  my  countrymen,  now  and  in  all  ages  to  come, 
llian  all  the  lands  and  all  the  money  which  could 
be  acquired  by  a  war  of  rapine,  and  all  the  mili- 
tary glory  tiiat  could  be  achieved  in  the  wars  of  a 
century.  Lo.sc  that  which  excites  in  your  own 
bosom  a  proper  feeling  of  self-respect,  and  you  are 
a  lost  man.  L'.t  your  country  lose  its  self-respect, 
by  the  folly  or  wickedness  of  its  rulers,  ;md  she  is 
degraded  to  such  a  degree  that  it  will  require  the 
power  of  better  men  than  we  arc,  exerted  for  a 
century  to  cotne,  to  restore  her  to  the  position  from 
■wiiicli  she  has  fallen. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  Will  the  Senator  have  the  good-  i 
ne.ss  to  tell   me  the  date  of  Mr.  Ross's  resolutions  ? 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  shall  send  the  book  to  the 
honorable  Senator,  ao  that  lie  may  examhie  the 
resolutions. 

I  have  now  conaumed  enough  of  the  time  of  the 
Senate,  and  trespassed  suCrlciently  on  its  patience. 
In  concluding,  I  beg  leave  to  tender  to  the  honor- 
able gentlemen  here  my  thanks  for  the  kind  and 
patient  attention  with  which  they  have  lieard  me, 
und  lo  assure  those  on   the  opposite  side  of  the 


house,  as  well  as  my  friends  here,  that  it  is  painful 
for  m'e  to  differ  from  those  for  whose  character  as 
gentlemen  and  patriots  I  have  high  respect;  and 
that  although  now  impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to 
record  my  protest  against  their  course,  I  shall 
always  be  ready  to  cooperate  v/ith  them  in  sus- 
taining the  true  honor  and  the  solid  glory  of  our 
common  country. 

The  usual  hour  of  adjournment  having  arrived — 

J\Ir.  PEARCE  signified  his  intention  of  address- 
ing the  Senate  to-morrow  on  the  bill  before  them. 

Mr.  BUTLER  gave  notice  that  at  the  proper 
time — understanding  that  in  this  stage  of  the  bill  it 
would  not  be  in  order  to  move  an  amendment — he 
would  submit  a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  for  the 
purpose  of  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause, 
and  inserting  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  the 
bill: 

"  That  the  regular  army  shall  he  increased  as  follows,  viz : 
To  each  company  of  the"  artillery,  infantry,  and  riiie  regi- 
ments, there  shall  hi  added "privates,  and  to  each  com- 
pany of  the  regiments  aforesaid,  as  many  subalterns  as  will 
provide  two  first  lieutenants  and  two  second  lieutenants, 
resptctivi'ly:  Provided,  That  the  said  troops  shall  be  required 
to  serve  during  the  war  with  Me.vico,  but  may  be  soonir 
discharged  by  order  of  the  President." 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  may,  perhaps,  without  im- 
propriety, now  indicate  the  object  of  this  amend- 
ment. 1  am  very  well  satisfied,  from  all  that  I 
have  heard  here,  that  the  President  intends  to 
carry  on  invasive  operations  in  that  part  of  Mexi- 
co, whether  additional  force  be  placed  at  his  dis- 
posal or  not.  It  becomes  a  question  whether  we 
shall  be  bound  to  raise  such  a  force  as  is  provided 
by  the  bill  under  discussion,  or  whether  a  differ- 
ent, and  in  my  opinion,  a  belter  mode  may  not  be 
adopted.  It  seems  to  me,  that  the  question  re- 
solves itself  into  this  simple  proposition  :  The 
President  has  advertised  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
that  the  only  mode  in  which  he  proposes  to  bring 
this  war  to  a  conclusion,  by  a  ti'eaty  of  peace,  is  to 
reduce  Mexico  to  such  a  slate  of  coercion  that  she 
will  be  obliged  to  accept  of  the  terms  thus  arbitra- 
rily dictated.  AH  other  modes  of  settling  the  contro- 
versy with  Mexico  seem,  by  the  recommendation 
of  ilie  President,  to  be  discarded,  and  that  single 
proposition  to  .be  assumed.  If,  then,  we  are  to 
carry  on  invasive  operations  in  the  iieart •of  Mexi- 
co, I  think  we  should  pause,  at  least  at  this  stage 
of  the  proceedings,  and  say,  whether  we  shall  ac- 
cede to  that  proposition  of  the  Executive. 

For  myself,  I  have  consulted  with  no  party  on 
this  subject;  but  I  do  feel  that  we  have  been  from 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  are  now, 
making  materials  for  a  most  eventful  liistory.  I 
submit  no  other  remarks  at  present;  but  give  no- 
tice, that  to-morrow,  I  propose  to  explain  my  views 
not  only  on  that  amendment,  but  perhaps,  if  I 
should  be  allov.ed,  on  some  other  topics  involved, 
in  lliat  discussion. 

The  substitute  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
und,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  January  13,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  EVvVNS,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  a  privileged 
question,  and  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rhett,  tlie  following 
resolution,  yesterday  reported  by  Mr.  Scuenck 
from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afi'airs,  was  laid  on 
the  table,  viz: 

RcKolvcd,  That  the  Comniitlec  on  Naval  Aftaiis  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  legality  of  the  order  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  giving  a.-simibited  rank  to  surgeons,  as- 
sistant surgeons,  and  pursers,  and  the  expediency  of  repjal- 
iiig  or  cOMlinuing  the  same  by  law;  and  that  the  coiiimittee 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  . 

Mr.  E.  was  proceeding  to  support  his  motion, 
wlvm  he  was  reminded  by 

The  SPE.'VKEll  that  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  not  being  debatable,  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider was  not. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  a-sked  the  general  consent  to 
make  some  explanations  in  regard  to  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Objections  were  made.  The  question  wa.s  taken 
on  iht  motion  to  reconsider,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative  :  Ayes  93,  noes  61). 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table,  and  the  qviestion  being  taken,  the 
motion  was  negatived — (i2  to  82. 


The  question  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the  res- 
olution— 

Mr.  SCHENCK  then  spoke  itr  favor  of  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution.  He  said  he  was  satis- 
fied yesterday,  when  the  vote  was  taken  on  this 
resolution,  as  reported  from  the  Committee  on  . 
Naval  Affairs,  that  its  character  and  spirit  were 
not  generally  understood.  He  was  exceedingly 
sorry  that  a  debate  should  have  arisen  on  this  sub- 
ject at  this  time  ;  he  should  have  preferred  that  the 
resolution,  which  was  one  simply  directing  an  in- 
quiry, should  have  been  allowed  to  take  its  course, 
and  that  discussion  should  have  been  reserved  until 
the  report  should  come  from  the  committee  with 
all  the  information  they  would  be  able  to  furnish 
to  the  House.  In  this,  however,  he  had  been  dis- 
appointed, and  therefore  he  fell  compelled  now  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Hous-e  to  the  simple  fact, 
that  this  is  a  resolution  of  inquiry  only.  It  was 
designed  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af-. 
fairs  to  inquire  into  and  report  on  the  legality  6f 
the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  giving  as- 
similated rank  to  surgeons,  assistant  surgeons, 
and  pursers,  and  the  expediency  of  repealing  or 
continuing  tlie  same  by  law  ;  and  that  the  commit- 
tee report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  He  did  not  under- 
stand thai,  in  reporting  this  resolution,  or  in  its 
adoption,  any  gentleman  of  either  the  commiitee  or 
the  House  would  he  committed  to  anything.  The 
whole  question  involved  in  this  resolution  would 
be  still  open  until  the  report  of  the  committee 
should  come  in.  The  only  question  wa.s.  Shall  the 
committee  inquire  into  the  subject,  and  report 
thereon  to  the, House? 

He  regretted  that  he  should  be  compelled  to 
make  any  remarks  on  so  simple  a  question;  but 
how  were  they  met ?  Why,  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhett]  met  them  with  the 
objection  that  it  was  supererogatory;  that  the  com- 
mittee had  ihe  subject  already  before  them,  and 
might  report  without  any  instruction.  The  gen- 
tleman based  his  position  on  the92d  rule,  which 
provides  that  "  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Commit- 
'  tee  on  Naval  Afi'airs  to  take  into  consideration  all 
'matters  which  concerned  the  naval  establishment, 
'  and  which  shall  be  referred  to  them  by  the  House, 
'and  to  report  their  opinion  thereupon;  and  alsato 
'  report,  from  time  to  time,  such  measures  as  may 
'  contribute  to  economy  and  acc6untability  in  the 
'said  establishment."  This  was  the  rule;  but  the 
gentleman  would  perceive  that  it  was  not  applica- 
ble, inasmuch  as  this  subject  had  not  yet  been 
"referred  to  them  iiy  the  House."  It  might  be 
that  matters  of  this  kind  might  betaken  in  charge 
without  any  formal  reference;  but  when  a  gentle- 
man appeals  to  a  rule  in  matters  of  this  kind,  it 
was  a  little  extraordinary  that  he  should  do  so 
when  the  terms  of  the  resolution  do  not  sustairj 
the  position  assumed.  If  the  commiitee  had  be- 
fore them  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
there  would  be  no  difliculty  to  encounter;  but  it 
would  be  recollected  that  the  report  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Navy  was  yet  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  and  not  in  possession  of 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.  The  adoption 
of  this  resolution,  therefore,  was  the  only  legiti- 
mate means  of  getting  this  subject  before  the  com- 
mittee for  its  action.  And  what  was  it  that  they 
asked  the  House  to  instruct  them  to  do?  To  re- 
port on  the  legality  of  certain  orders  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy.  And  was  the  House  aware  of 
what  these  orders  were?  Had  members  of  the 
House  made  the  investigation  for  themselves? 

The  honorable  gentleman  then  proceeded  to  state 
the  circumstances  attendant  on  the  issuing  of  the 
orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  Department, 
showing  that  assimilated  rank  had  been  conferred 
on  surgeons, assistant  surgeons,  and  pursers,  from 
lieuteniint  to  eommandfer.  He  quoted  the  orders 
of  Mr.  Secretary  Bancroft,  and  others  more  recent- 
ly made  by  Mr.  Secretary  Mason,  which  give,  for 
instance,  a  purser  of  less  than  twelve  years'  stand- 
ing rank  with  a  lieutenant,  and  exceeding  that 
term  rank  with  a  commander.  Thequestion  which 
it  was  desired  that  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
should  answer  was,  whether  such  orders  were 
legal?  Whether  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had 
the  power  anil  the  right  to  confer  such  rank  in  the 
naval  service?  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had 
certainly  the  right  lo  issue  orders  regulating  the 
executive  administration  of  its  nflairs.  He  had 
the  right  to  issue  rules  and  regulations  for  it.s  gov- 
ernment; but  had  he  the  right  to  issue  orders  affect- 
ing  its   organization?      He   thought  it  would  be 
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found   the   Secretary  of  the   Navy  liad  no  such 
right. 

The  honorable  gentleman  then  proceeded  to  cite 
the  legislation  of  Congress,  under  their  constitu- 
tional power,  in  1815,  delegating  the  framing  of  a 
code  of  rules  and  regulations  to  the  Boai'd  of  Navy 
Commissioners,  and  the  adoption  of  that  code  in 
1617,  which  rules  and  regulations  operated  as  law 
for  its  government  to  this  day,  regulating  this  mat- 
ter of  rank  and  precedence  of  the  dilTerent  officers 
of  the  navy,  but  giving  to  pursers  and  other  civil- 
ians of  the  navy  no  rank  whatever. 

Were,  then,  these  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  giving  assimilated  rank,  legal  or  illegal  ?  If 
tiiey  were  legal,  it  might  be  necessary  in  some 
measure  to  modify  them.  If  they  were  not  legal, 
it  was  very  desirable  that  the  Naval  Commit- 
tee should  report  that  fact  to  the  House.  He 
would  not  detain  the  House  by  going  into  the  mer- 
its of  the  question  of  rank  itself  to  any  extent. 
He  would  content  himself  with  hoping  that  gen- 
tlemen would  infoi'm  themselves  of  some  of  the 
leading  features  of  some  of  these  orders  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy.  It  was  claimed,  he  was 
aware,  that  these  civilians,  on  going  into  the  navy, 
were  liable  to  find  themselves  subordinate  to  men 
much  younger  than  themselves;  and  in  such  a  po- 
sition their  feelings  were  often  sensibly  affected. 
Now,  how  this  could  be,  he  could  not  understand. 
Surgeons  in  the  navy  occupied  the  position  of  sur- 
geons only,  and  were  not  brought  in  collision  with 
naval  officers  at  all.  If,  however,  they  were  to 
have  assimilated  rank,  they  would  come  in  col- 
lision with  the  officers  of  the  navy — heart-burnings 
and  difficukies  would  be  engendered — and  the  har- 
m-ony  of  the  service  would  be  disturbed.  But, 
again,  it  was  argued  that  surgeons  were  men  of 
education,  and  on  that  ground  they  should  take 
rank.  Well,  and  were  not  other  civilians  in  the 
service  men  of  education,  and  equally  entitled  on 
that  ground  lo  rank.'  There  were  professors  of 
mathematics,  and  teachers,  and  chaplains,  whose 
very  business  was  education.  Should  the  rank  of 
lieutenant,  and  captain,  and  commander,  be  given 
to  these  men  of  education.'  Would  they  put  epau- 
lettes on  the  shoulders  of  their  chaplains,  and  give 
them  rank  in  the  church  militant? 

But  it  was  also  said,  that  it  was  to  protect  the 
social  rights  of  these  civilian  officers  that  this  was 
done.  This  the  honorable  gentleman  proceeded 
to  combat,  and  contended  that  it  was  unjust  to  the 
officers  in  the  service  to  give  a  purser,  after  twelve 
years'  service  with  the  rank  of  a  lieutenant,  the 
additional  rank  of  a  commander,  simply  by  an 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy — a  rank  to 
which  officers  of  the  date  of  1818  have  not  yet  at-" 
tained  in  the  service.  The  office  of  purser  was 
designed  to  be  given  to  experienced  merchants 
and  accountants — men  of  character  and  intelli- 
gence, and  with  a  knowledge  of  business;  but 
what  was  the  fact  which  every  day's  experience 
forced  upon  them.'  Why,  that  the  pursers  of  the 
present  day  were  taken  from  araong  lawyers,  and 
editors  of  newspapers,  and  politicians,  as  a  re- 
ward for  partisan  services.  And  such  men,  in  a 
brief  period,  were  elevated  to  a  rank  which  effi- 
cient naval  officers  could  not  attain  until  they  had 
arrrived  at  the  age  of  fifty  or  sixty  years. 

.Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  inquired  if,  by 
virtue  of  the  assimilated  rank,  any  authority  was 
conferred  on  the  surgeons,  assistant  surgeons,  and 
pursers.'  whether  it  gave  any  actual  priority,  or 
was  not  merely  an  honorary  distinction.' 

IVIr.  SCHENCK  was  understood  to  say,*n  re- 
ply, that  he  understood  the  regulation  as  not  in- 
tended to  give  command  to  surgeons  or  pursers, 
but  it  gave  them  rank  and  precedence. 

He  returned  to  the  course  of  his  argument.  Un- 
der this  regulation  of  the  Secretary,  a  purser  might 
be  appointed  to-day,  and  in  twelve  years  he  would 
take  rank  of  a  lieutenant  who  had  now  been  long 
in  active  service,  and  who,  before  he  could  reach 
the  same  rank  with  this  non-combatant  command- 
er, might  be  fifty-five  or  sixty  years  old.  What 
,a  spectacle  would  our  naval  service  present!  Mil- 
itary men — men  who  had  spent  all  their  lives  in  the 
most  arduous  and  exposed  service  of  the  country — 
obliged  to  stand  aside,  and  see  put  over  their 
heads  men  who  entered  the  navy  but  yesterday, 
and  who  never  had  fired  a  gun  or  struck  a  blow  in 
conflict  with  an  enemy;  promoted  to  a  rank  they 
could  not  hope  for  years  and  years  to  attain,  not 
for  any  military  service,  but  as  mere  civilian.s. 

Let  any  one  look  at  the  pay  which  officers  of 


the  navy  in  tiie  lower  ranks  of  the  service  were 
receiving.  A  man  who  had  been  serving  for  years 
received  a  compensation  not  any  greater  than  was 
paid  to  the  clerk  of  one  of  the  committees  of  this 
House.  He  might  have  been  forty  or  fifty  years 
there,  and  yet  lie  got  but  a  bare  subsistence.  What, 
then,  was  it  which  attaclied  such  men  to  the  naval 
service.'  (And  in  answering  thaJ.  question,  as  well 
as  in  all  the  statements  he  had  made,  he  knew  what 
he  was  saying,  for  he  had  connections  and  intimate 
and  warm  friends  among  navy  officers,  and  friends, 
too,  among  the  surgeons  in  the  .service.)  Was  it  the 
pay — pay  that  was  not  as  great,  Li  some  cases,  as 
what  was  paid  by  this  House  to  one  of  the  assistant 
clerks  of  this  House,  or  a  clerk  of  a  committee.'  No; 
it  was  the  pride  of  rank.  And  whatever  moralists 
and  sentimental'  people  might  talk  or  write  about 
the  weakness  of  being  tickled  with  so  empty  a 
distinction,  yet  it  was  well  known  to  every  man 
versed  in  the  feelings  of  human  nature,  and  espe- 
cially of  human  nature  as  it  was  actually  found  in 
every  military  and  naval  service  under  heaven, 
these  honors  were  dear  to  the  human  heart;  so  dear 
as  to  be  preferred  to  any  pay  that  could  be  offered; 
aye,  to  the  safety  of  life  itself.  The  purser  was 
I'ewarded  by  the  law  with  pay;  and,  that  his  &)m- 
pensation  might  in  some  degree  be  graduated  by 
what  was  supposed  to  be  his  increase  in  experience 
and  skill,  it  was  increased  every  five  years  that  he 
continued  in  the  service.  The  addition  was  made, 
not  on  account  of  an  actual  increase  in  the  services 
rendered,  but  on  the  ground  of  his  increase  of  age 
and  the  presumption  that  his  professional  knowl- 
edge and  skill  had  increased  in  the  same  ratio.  The 
pay  being  all  their  reward,  it  was  raised  much  above 
what  was  allowed  to  naval  officers,  though  the  lat- 
ter performed  military  services  which  exposed  their 
lives  to  hazard.  And  why.'  Because  the  larger 
pay  was  meant  to  be  an  equivalent  in  lieu  of  rank. 
The  officer  did  not  get  so  much  pay,  but  he  received 
rank  as  rnore  than  an  equivalent  to  the  greater  pay 
received  by  non-combatants,  by  other  officers  not 
military.  At  sea,  who  worked  the  ship.'  Notrhe 
surgeons;  not  the  pursers.  And  when  the  vessel 
reached  her  destined  port,  who  must  stick  by  her.' 
Not  the  surgeons;  not  the  pursers.  These  gentle- 
men might  leave  the  ship  the  moment  they  could 
get  their  foot  on  terra  firma,  and  (as  he  believed) 
without  even  the  formality  of  asking  leave.  In 
battle,  where  were  they.'  While  the  military  officer 
was  at  his  post  upon  deck,  pointing  the  guns,  the 
surgeon  must,  and  the  purser  might,  go  below; 
they  might  retreat  into  the  cockpit,  and  be  snug 
below  the  water  line,  with  the  magazine  and  the 
naval  stores.  Mr.  S.  might  instance  a  thousand 
other  things  to  illustrate  the  argument. 

But  what  was  proposed  by  the  new  regulation 
of  the  Secretary  .'  To  give  to  these  mere  civilians 
rank  over  the  heads  of  those  who  performed  mili- 
tary services  on  shipboard,  and  earned  their  rank 
in  that  way  alone;  and  the  alternative  lay  between 
this  and  continuing  them  as  they  were,  compen- 
sated not  by  rank  and  military  honor,  but  by 
larger  pay,  as  they  always  had  been. 

But  Mr.  S.  had  said  a  thousand  times  more  than 
he  had  intended.  The  subject  had  drawn  him  on, 
and  he  would  now  go  back  to  the  terms  of  the 
ifesolution  which  had  been  offered,  and  which  con- 
tained a  respectful  request  that  the  Naval  Commit- 
tee might  be  directed  to  examine  the  subject,  and, 
as  there  existed  doubts  at  least,  if  nothing  more, 
as  to  the  legality  of  the  Secretary's  order,  might 
be  permitted  to  examine  into  that  question;  and, 
on  the  question  of  expediency,  might  inquire 
whether,  if  legal  or  not,  the  order  was  likely  to  be 
productive  of  beneficial  effects,  and  report  to  the 
House  whether  it  ought  to  be  repealed  or  modified, 
or  confirmed  so  as  to  give  it  the  force  of  law. 

Mr.  RHETT  said,  that  when  he  had  moved 
yesterday  to  lay  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  on  the  table,  it  was  not  because  he  had 
any  objection  to  the  inquiry  proposed;  and  those 
who  had  voted  with  him  were  as  far  as  himself 
from  being  against  investigation  on  this  or  any 
other  subject.  They  had  laid  the' resolution  on 
the  table  because  they  thought  it  an  irregularity  in 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  to  ask  this  House 
for  a  power  which  had  already  been  delegated  to 
them.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  considered  that 
committee  as  possessing  no  authority  or  right  to 
investigate  ai)y  sul)ject,  unless  it  had  been  ex)ircss- 
ly  referred  to  them  by  a  vote  or  order  of  the 
House.  What  said  the  rule  which  specified  their 
official  powers.'     [Mr.   R.   here  read   the  rule.] 


Now,  as  he  understood  this  rule,  it  empowered  the 
committee  to  inquire  into  any  subject  connected 
v/itli  the  naval  service,  and,  in  addition,  to  take 
charge  of  any  matjers  relating  in  any  degree  to  the 
navy  which  might  be  referred  to  them  by  order  of 
the  House.  Their  powers  on  these  subjects  were 
analogous  to  those  of  the.  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs. 

By  what  authority,  otherwise,  had- the^Naval 
Committee  reported  -such  a  resolution  to  the 
House.'  According  to  the  gentleman's  own  ar- 
gumerU  and  his  own  interpretation  of  the  rule, 
the  committee  had  no  right  to  report  anything 
to  the  House  unless  first  ordered.  The  reso- 
lution was  itself  a  report;  and  if  the  gentleman 
was  right,  he  had  done  what  neither  he  nor  his 
committee  had  any  right  to  do.  But  Mr.  R.  be- 
lieved no  such  thing.  He  maintained  that  tlie 
gentleman  had  the  right  to  make  this  or  any  other 
report  connected  with  naval  affairs  which  they 
might  deem  proper  and  expedient.  And  he  had 
objected  to  passing  the  resolution,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  needless,  granting  a  power  which  was 
already  in  possession  of  the  committee.  Mr.  R. 
had,  besides,  another  objection  in  his  mind,  though 
he  had  not  expressed  it.  The  very  subject  "to 
which  the  resolution  referred,  with  many  others 
of  the  same  general  character,  in  relation  to  the 
good  of  the  service,  was  in  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  wliich  accompanied  the  Ex- 
ecutive message.  If  the  gentleman  would  allow 
that  message  to  be  referred,  he  would  then  have 
the  subject  before  his  committee  in  liis  own  way, 
and  according  to  his  own  understanding  of  the 
rule.  But  this  he  would  not  do.  He  and  his 
friends  had  refused  to  have  that  part  of  the  mes- 
sage referred  to  them  which  related  to  naval  af- 
fairs, and  then  they  came  with  a  resolution  asking 
to  be  instructed  to  take  up  and  consider  one  par- 
ticular part  of  the  general  subject.  Where  was 
the  consistency  or  propriety  oT  such  a  course.' 

Mr.  SCHENCK  here  interposed  to  say  that  the 
Naval  Committee,  being  prepared  to  take  up  this 
subject  of  comparative  rank,  had  hardly  thought 
it  necessary  to  be  kept  waiting  in  idleness  until  the 
message  should  be  distributed  and  referred  to  the 
several  committees  of  the  House.  The  Executive 
message  of  1838  was  not  referred  to  this  day.  If 
the  Naval  Committee  at  that  time  had  waited  for 
its  reference,  their  first  report  would  have  remained 
yet  to  be  made. 

Mr.  RHETT  resumed.  The  gentleman  held 
that  his  committee  could  take  up  no  subject  until 
it  was  expressly  referred  to  them  by  the  House; 
yet  they  wanted  to  act  and  to  report  on  this  sub- 
ject of  relative  rank.  If  so,  why  did  they  vote 
against  having  it  referred  to  them.'  And  why, in- 
stead of  that,  did  they  come  to  the  House  and  ask 
tor  instructions  to  take  it  up? 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said,  the  members  of  the  Na- 
val Committee  supposed  the  subject  pertinent  to 
the  general  duty  of  such  a  committee;  and  they 
had  accordingly  directed  him  to  ask,  in  its  name, 
that  the  subject  might  be  referred  to  them. 

Mr.  RHETT  repeated  his  argument  on  the  in- 
consistency of  first  saying  that  a  committee  could 
make  no  import  until  ordered  by  the  House,  and 
then  reporting  a  request  for  instructions  because 
they  thought  a  certain  matter  came  within  their 
jurisdiction.  The  gentleman  never  could  get  out 
of  his  own  dilemma;  to  use  a  significant  phrase, 
he  had  "  sewed  himself  up."  Mr.  R.  was  surprised 
the  honorable  gentleman  had  not  spoken  his  hour 
out;  he  ought  to  have  spoken  an  hour  at  least  on 
a  subject  over  which  he  had  such  unquestionable 
jui-isdiction,  and  in  which  he  profes.sed.so  intimate 
an  acquaintance.  This  was  quite  anew  system  of 
parliamentary  proceeding.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  reported  the  approjiriation  bills 
without  any  special  i-eference  from  the  House. 
They  were  ordered  to  report  these  bills  within 
thirty  days  after  the  commencement  of  the  session; 
yet,  where  were  they?  He  supposed  it  must  be 
accounted  for  in  the  gentleman's  new  principles, 
because  the  subjects  had  not  been  by  direct  vote3 
specifically  referred  to  them.  To  Mr.  R.  it  seem- 
ed a  very  queer  notion,  and  something  entirely 
new.  . 

But  to  the  merits  of  the  resolution  itself.  The 
gentleman  fronii  Ohio  was  totally  out  in  his  suppo- 
sition that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  ever 
thought  of  assuming  the  power  of  giving  any  offi- 
cer in  the  naval  service  a  relative  rank  he  did  not 
already  possess.     His  order  addressed  itself  to 
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remedy  a  sirite  of  things  which  certainly  ought 
not  to  coniinue.  As  it  now  stood,  surgeons  and 
pursers  on  board  our  siiips  of  war  were  treated  by 
naval  officers  as  tlieir  inferiors.  They  might  have 
been  in  the  navy  for  a  coui-sc  of  years,  and  render- 
ed the  most  valuable  service;  and  yet  tffey  were 
treated  as  not  on  a  tooting  with  any  officer  in  the 
gliip — as  a  class  of  persons  not  gentlemen,  but 
holding  a  sort  of  equivocal  position  between  the 
forecastle  and  wardroom.  The  Secretary  was 
aware  that  many  of  those  individuals  were  men  of 
education  and  refinement,  learned  men,  men  of 
high  talent  and  cultivated  mind,  and  very  far  su- 
perior to  some  of  those  who  as  military  officers 
iiiid  pointetl  the  guns  and  performed  the  military 
parts  of  the  service. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  inquiretl  whether  the  scope 
and  intent  of  the  order  was  then  merely  that  sur- 
geons and  pursers  should  be  admitted  to  mess 
with  officers  in  the  wardroom  ? 

Mr.  IIHETT  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
order  was  meant  to  operate  only  as  a  recommend- 
ation ot'  these  gentlemen  to  the  courtesy  and  re- 
spect of  the  naval  officers.  The  surgeons  and  pur- 
sers considered  themselves  wronged  and  slighted 
by  the  existing  slate  of  the  service,  and  complained 
that  they  were  not  treated  as  gentlemen. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  here  quoted  the  regulations  of 
tlie  navy  in  regard  to  the  admission  of  individuals 
on  shipboard  to  the  wardroom,  and  repeated  the 
question  ho  had  before  put. 

Mr.  RHETr  replied  that  the  rule  had  respect 
in  practice  only  to  the  relative  rank  of  these  gen- 
tlemeji  on  shipboard  and  to  their  personal  accom- 
modation. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Does  it  not  entitle  them  to 
the  rank  conferred,  not  only  on  shipboard,  but  on 
ehore,  and  wherever  they  may  be.'' 

]Mr.  RHETT  repeated  that  it  merely  commend- 
ed them  to  the  courtesy  of  the  officers,  and  pro- 
vided for  their  more  comfoilable  accommodation. 
Could  the  getitleman  suppose  that  the  Secretary 
was  so  stupidly  ignorant  of  his  duty  and  his  pow- 
ers as  to  imagine  that  any  order  or  regulation  of 
his  could  confer  rank  in  the  navy.'  These  Indi- 
viduals had  no  commissions  as  naval  officers — 
these  could  be  conferred  by  the  President  alone. 
Nor  could  he  increase  their  pay  a  single  dollar — 
that  was  fixed  by  law.  He  attempted  no  such  ab- 
surdity. If  the  pay  they  granted  to  lieutenants 
was  not  enough,  (as  the  genllernan  seemed  to 
think,)  Mr.  R.  w-as  willing  to  increase  it.  The 
Secretary's  order,  however,  did  not  confer  on 
surgeons  or  pursers  any, real  advance  of  rank  or 
emolument — it  only  was  intended  to  secure  to 
them  a  little  more  courtesy  and  respect  and  some- 
what better  accommodations  on  shipboard.  The 
Secretary  had  an  undoubted  right  to  make  a  regu- 
lation to  this  effect.  Similar  things  had  been  done 
without  question  or  censure  by  his  immediate  pre- 
decessors. 

He  concluded  by  repeating  liis  conviction  that 
the  gentleman's  resolution  was  needless,  and  ought 
to  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  called  forthc  orders  of  the  day. 

The  CllAIR  reminded  Mr.  S.  that  the  question 
of  reconsideration  was  a  privileged  quesUon,  and 
took  precedence  of  the  ordinary  business  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  ROOT  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  E  VAA'S  was  very  desirous  of  the  floor,  and 
wished  A]r.  R.  to  withdrav/  his  motion,  promising 
to  renew  it  after  some  remarks.  But  Mr,  R.  re- 
fused. ~ 

The  previous  que.«;tion  was  seconded,  and,  under 
its  operation,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to:  Ayes 
83,  noes  79.    • 

ADDITIONAL  CLERKS  IN  PENSION  OFFICE. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennrssee,  said  he  desired  to 
move,  if  in  order,  to  discharge  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  joint  resolution  reported 
by  h'xa  colleague,  [Mr.  Cocke,]  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  f)roviding 
for  the  employment  of  additional  clerks  in  the  Pen- 
sion Office. 

The  SPEArCER.     It  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  JOMES.  Cannot  the  House,  by  general 
consent,  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subject.' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  can,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  do  anything. 


Mr.  JONES.  Then,  sir,  I  hope  no  gentleman 
will  object.  This  is  a  subject  of  urgent  and  press- 
ing necessity,  in  which  the  constituents  of  every 
member  of  this  House  are  interested.  These  ad- 
ditional clerk.s  must  be  authorized,  and  the  sooner 
the  belter.  For  tiie  information  of  the  House,  1 
will  stale  that,  by  conference  with  my  colleague, 
[Mr.  Cocke,]  the  chairman  who  reported  this  res- 
olution, it  is  proposed,  should  this  subject  be  taken 
from  the  commillee,  in  order  to  free  tlie  measure 
from  the  rule  which  requires  that  every  proposi- 
tion containing  an  a])propriation  shall  be  fust  con- 
sidered in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  to  move  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the 
resolution  as  proposes  to  make  an  appropriation  to 
pay  these  clerks,  and  pass  the  resolution  providing 
merely  for  the  employment  of  additional  clerks  in 
the  Pension  Office,  leaving  the  appropriation  to  pay. 
them  to  be  passed  in  the  general  aiipropriation  bill. 
There  is,  1  am  satisfied,  a  general  disposition  of 
the  House  to  pass  this  measure  in  some  form.  I 
hope  no  objection  will  be  made. 

Objection  being  made,  the  committee  were  not 
discharged. 

Mr.  BOYD  moved  the  usual  resolution  to  ter- 
minate all  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  President's  annual  message,  and  the  resolu- 
tions referring  the  same  to  the  appropriate  com- 
mittees, to-morrow,  at  two  o'clock. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Nev/  York,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  tiie  table;  which  question  was  deci- 
ded in  the  affirmative:   Yeas  lO'J,  nays  94. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  iVfl'airs,  made  a  report  to  accompany  a 
bill  yesterday  reported  by  him  "  to  settle  the  claim 
of  the  heirs  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  deceased.'' 

RETURN  OF  SANTA  ANNA  TO  MEXICO. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  : 

Washington,  January  12,  1848. 
To  the  House  of  Represcntalices  of  Ike   Uniled  Slates: 

I  have  carefully  considered  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  RepreseiUalives  of  the  4th  instant,  re- 
questing the  President  to  communicate  to  that 
House  "  any  instructions  wliich  may  have  been 
'  given  to  any  of  the  officers  of  the  army  or  navy 
'  of  the  United  States,  or  other  persons,  in  regard 
'  to  the  return  of  President  General  Lopez  de  Santa 
'  Anna,  or  any  other  Mexican,  to  the  Republic 
'  of  Mexico  prior  or  subsequent  to  the  order  of 
*  the  President  or  Secretary  of  War,  issued  in 
'  January,  1846,  lor  the  march  of  the  army  from 
'  the  Nueces  river,  across  the  '  stupendous  deserts' 
'  which  intervene,  to  the  Rio  Grande;  that  the  date 
'  of  all  such  instructions,  orders,  and  correspond- 
'  ence  be  set  forth,  together  with  the  instructions 
'  and  orders  issued  to  Mr.  Slidell  at  any  time  prior 
'  or  subsequent  to  his  departure  for  Mexico  as 
'  Minister  Pleni|JOtentiary  of  the  United  States  to 
'  that  Republic,"  and  requesting  the  President  also 
to  "communicate  all  the  orders  and  correspond- 
'  ence  of  the  Government  in  relation  to  the  return 
'  of  General  Paredes." 

I  transmit  herewith  reports  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  with  the  documents  accompanying 
the  same,  which  contain  all  the  information  in  the 
possession  of  the  Executive  which  it  is  deemed 
compatible  with  the  jpublic  interests  to  communi- 
cate. 

For  further  information  relating  to  the  return  of 
Santa  Anna  to  Mexico,  I  refer  you  to  my  annual 
message  of  December  8,  1846.  The  facts  and  con- 
siderations stated  in  that  message  induced  the 
Older  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  com- 
mander of  our  squadron  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  a 
copy  of  which  is  herewith  communicated.  This 
order  was  issued  simultaneously  with  the  order  to 
blockade  the  coasts  of  Mexico,  both  bearing  date 
the  13th  of  May,  1846,  the  day  on  which  the  ex- 
istence of  the  war  with  Mexico  was  recognized  by 
Congress.  It  was  issued  solely  upon  the  views 
of  policy  presented  in  that  message,  and  without 
nny  understanding  on  the  subject,  direct  or  indi- 
rect, with  Santa  Anna  or  any  other  person. 

General  Paredes  evaded  the  vigilance  of  our 
combined  forces  by  land  and  sea,  and  made  his 
way  back  to  Mexico  from  the  exile  into  which  he 
had  been  driven,  landing  at  Vera  Cruz  after  that 
city  and  the  castle  of  S"an  Juan  de  Ulua  were  in 
our  military  occupation,  as  will  a[ipear  from  the 
accompanying  reports  and  documents. 


The  resolution  calls  for  the  "instructions  artd 
'  orders  issued  to  Mr.  Slidell,  at  any  time  prior  or 
'  subsequent  to  his  departure  for  Mexico,  as  Min- 
'  ister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to  that 
'Republic."  The  customary  and  usual  reserva- 
tion contained  in  calls  of  either  House  of  Congress 
upon  the  Executive  for  information  relating  to  our 
intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  has  been  omitted 
in  the  resolution  before  me.  Tlie  call  of  the 
House  is  unconditional.  It  is,  that  the  informa- 
tion requested  be  communicated,  and  thereby  be 
made  public,  whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, who  is  charged  by  the  Constitution  with 
the  duty  of  conducting  negotiations  with  foreign 
Powers,  such  information,  when  disclosed,  would 
be  prejudicial  to  the  public  interest  or  not.  It  has 
been  a  subject  of  serious  deliberation  with  me, 
whether  I  could,  consistently  with  my  constitu- 
tional duty  and  my  sense  of  the  public  interests 
involved  and  to  be  affected  by  it,  violate  an  im- 
portant principle,  always  heretofore  held  sacred 
by  my  predecessors,  as  I  should  do  by  a  compli- 
ance with  the  request  of  the  House.  President 
Washington,  in  a  message  to  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  30tli  of  March,  1796,  declined 
to  comply  with  a  request  contained  in  a  resolution 
of  that  body,  to  lay  before  them  "a  copy  of  the 
'  instructions  to  the  Minister  of  (he  United  States 
'  who  negotiated  the  treaty  with  the  King  of  Great 
'  Britain,"  "  together  witli  the  correspondence  and 
'  other  documents  relative  to  the  said  treaty,  ex- 
'  cepting  such  of  the  said  papers  as  any  existing 
'  negotiations  may  render  improper  to  be  dis- 
'  closed."  In  assigning  his  reasons  for  declining 
to  comply  with  the  call,  he  declared  that  "  the  na- 
'  ture  of  foreign  negotiations  requires  caution,  and 
'their  success  must  often  depend  on  secrecy;  and, 
'  even  when  brought  to  a  conclusion,  a  full  disclo- 
'  sure  of  all  the  measures,  demands,  and  eventual 
'  concessions  which  may  have  been  proposed  or 
'  contemplated,  would  be  extremely  impolitic;  for 
'this  might  have  a  pernicious  influence  in  future 
'negotiations,  or  produce  immediate  inconveni- 
'  ences,  perhaps  danger  and  mischief,  in  relation  to 
'  other  Powers.  The  necessity  of  such  caution 
'  and  secrecy  was  one  cogent  reason  for  vesting  the 
'power  of  making  treaties  in  the  President,  with 
'  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate — the  princi- 
'  pie  on  which  that  body  was  formed  confining  it 
'  to  a  small  number  of  members.  To  admit,  then, 
'  a  right  in  the  House  of  Representatives  to  de- 
'  mand,  and  to  have,  as  a  matter  of  course,  all  the 
'  papers  respecting  a  negotiation  with  a  foreign 
'  Power,  would  be  to  establish  a  dangerous  prece- 
'dent."  In  that  case,  the  instructions  and  docu- 
ments called  for  related  to  a  treaty  which  had  been 
concluded  and  ratified  by  the  President  and  Senate, 
and  the  negotiations  in  relation  to  it  had  been  ter- 
minated. There  was  an  express  reservation,  too, 
"excepting"  from  the  call  all  such  papers  as  rela- 
ted to  "  any  existing  negotiations''  which  it  might 
be  improper  to  disclose.  In  that  case,  President 
Washington  deemecj  it  to  be  a  violation  of  an  im- 
portant pi'inciple,  the  establishment  of  a  "  danger- 
ous precedent,"  and  prejudicial  to  the  public  in- 
terests, to  com];ily  with  the  call  of  the  House. 
Without  deeming  it  to  be  necessary  on  the  present 
occasion  to  examine  or  decide  upon  the  other  rea- 
sons assigned  by  him  for  liis  refusal  to  communi- 
cate the  information  requested  by  the  House,  the 
one  which  is  herein  recited  is  in  my  judgment 
conclusive  in  the  case  under  consideration. 

Indeed,  the  objections  to  complying  with  the  re- 
quest of  the  House  contained  in  the  resolution 
before  me,  are  much  stronger  than  those  which 
existed  in  the  case  of  the  resolution  in  1796.  This 
resolution  calls  for  the  "  instructions  and  orders'' 
to  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  to  Mexico, 
wiiich  relate  to  negotiations  which  have  not  been 
terminated,  and  wliich  may  be  resumed.  The  in- 
formation called  for  respects  negotiations  which  the 
United  States  offered  to  open  with  Mexico  imiie- 
dialely  preceding  the  commencement  of  the  exist- 
ing war.  The  instructions  given  to  the  Minister 
of  the  United  Stales  relate  to  the  differences  be- 
tween the  two  countries  out  of  which  the  war 
grew,  and  the  terms  of  atljustment  which  we  were 
prepared  to  offer  to  Mexico  in  our  anxiety  to  pre- 
vent the  war.  These  differences  still  remain  unset- 
tled, and  to  comply  with  the  call  of  the  House 
would  be  to  make  public,  through  that  channel, 
and  to  communicate  to  Mexico,  now  a  public  ene- 
my engaged  in  war,  information  which  could  not 
fail  to  produce  serious  embarrassment  in  any  fu- 
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ture  negotiation  between  the  two  countries.  I 
have  heretofore  communicated  to  Congress  all  the 
correspondence  of  the  Minister  of  the  United  States 
to  Mexico,  which,  in  the  existing  state  of  our  rela- 
tions with  that  Republic,  can,  in  my  judgment,  be 
at  thts  time  communicated  without  serious  injury 
to  the  public  interest. 

Entertaining  this  conviction,  and  with  a  sincere 
desire  to  furnish  any  information  which  may  be 
in  possession  of  the  Executive  Departtnent,  and 
which  either  House  of  Congress  may  at  any  lime 
request,  I  regard  it  to  be  my  constitutional  right 
and  my  solemn  duty,  under  the  circumstances  of 
this  case,  to  decline  a  compliance  with  the  request 
of  the  House  contained  in  their  resolution. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

[The  reports  fi'om  the  Secretary  of  State,  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with 
the  accompanying  documents,  mentioned  in  the 
above  message,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to 
the  Congressional  Globe.] 

The  reading  of  the  message  having  been  conclu- 
ded— 

Mr.  GOGGIN  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table 
and  printed. 

Mr.  SMITFI,  of  Connecticut,  moved  its  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  after  a  moment's  conversation, 
withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama  renewed  it. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Connecticut,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  this  question;  which  were  or- 
dered. 

The  SPEAKER  suggested,  that  in  order  to 
avoid  difficulty,  if  there  were  no  objection,  the 
question  would  be  divided,  so  as  to  be  taken  upon 
laying  on  the  table  and  upon  printing  separately. 

This  suggestion  v/as  acquiesced  in;  and  the 
question  to  lay  on  the  table  was  announced  to  be 
first  in  order. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  inquired  of  the  Chair,  as  a 
question  of  order,  if,  after  the  question  to  lay  on 
the  table  was  taken,  it  would  then  be  in  order  to 
move  an  amendment  to  the  motion  to  print. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  as  the  question  on 
printing  would  be  an  entirely  separate  question,  he 
would  suggest  that  the  question  of  order  would 
rather  relate  to  it  than  to  tlie  present  question. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  and  in- 
quired of  the  Chair  if  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
taljle  was  debatable.'' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  not;  but 
that  after  it  had  been  taken,  the  question  would 
come  up  on  the  motion  to  print,  and  that  would 
be  debatable. 

Mr.  ADAMS.  Well,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  laid 
on  the  table  The  President  of  the  United  States, 
as  I  understand,  in  his  message  denies  the  right  of 
this  House  to  the  information  which  they  have 
called  for. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the.  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  that  he  could  only  proceed  in  his 
remarks,  while  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was 
pending,  by  the  general  consent  of  the  House; 
and  he  repeated,  that  the  motion  to  print  would 
come  up  after  this  was  disposed  of,  and  would  be 
debatable. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  made  a  point  of  order,  whether 
debate  could  not  proceed  while  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  and  print  was  pending,  as  the  motion 
to  print  of  itself  was  debatable.' 

The  SPEAKER  expressed  the  opinion  that 
debate  was  not  in  order,  and  stated  his  reasons 
therefor. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  at  the  suggestion  (he  said)  of 
some  of  his  friends  around  him,  withdrew  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Smith  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs  and  print — 

Mr.  ADAMS  rrtse  and  spoke  briefly  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker  :  The  state  of  my  voice  is  such 
that  ii  is  not  in  my  power  to  make  to  this  House 
the  observations  which  I  should  otherwise  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  make  upon  this  case.  I  will 
slate,  sir,  that  the  reason  why  I  have  felt  it  my 
duly  to  take  this  course  is,  that  I  consider  it  a 
novel  thing,  and  a  thing  affecting  the  rights  of  this 
House,  and  of  the  constituency  of  this  House — the 
people  of  the  United  States.  It  denies,  sir,  as  I 
understand  it,  the  power,  the  constitutional  power 
of  this  House  to  call  for  that  information.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this  Union 


that  it  has  been  denied.  In  the  case  to  whicli  the 
President  refers,  when  a  call  was  made  upon  Pres- 
ident Washington,  there  v/as  (as  the  message  now 
slates)  an  exception  for  cases  which  he  might  think 
not  proper  to  be  inquired  into  at  the  time. 

Now,  sir,  the  President  has  not  added  what  was 
the  action  of  the  House  upon  that ;  and  the  action 
of  the  House  was  in  direct  opposition  to  the  re- 
sistance of  President  Washington  to  their  call. 
The  House  formally  declared — and  I  wish  the 
Journal  might  be  looked  to  to  see — the  House  for- 
mally declared,  against  President  Washington, 
their  right  to  call  for  such  information.  That  was 
their  action  ;  and,  as  far  as  I  know — although  the 
very  memory  of  Washington,  by  everybody  in 
this  country,  at  this  time,  (and  by  none  more  than 
myself,)  is  reverenced  next  to  worship — the  Pres- 
ident was  v/rong  in  that  particular  instance,  and 
went  too  far  to  deny  the  power  of  the  House;  and 
as  to  his  reasons,  I  never  thought  they  were  suffi- 
cient in  that  case.  And  I  have  always  been  of  the 
opinion,  and  most  assuredly  that  has  been  the 
opinion  of  the  Democratic  parly,  to  which  I  do 
not  profess  to  belong,  [a  laugh,]  they  have  unani- 
mously disapproved  of  that  act  of  Pi-esident  Wash- 
ington, as  interfering  with  the  rights  of  this  House, 
and  of  their  constituents,  the  people  of  the  United 
States. 

I  say  I  cannot  enter  into  an  argument  upon  this 
subject;  but  I  consider  it  of  such  importance  that 
I  am  certainly  indisposed  to  lay  this  message  upon 
the  table.  I  desire  it  may  be  printed;  that  it  may 
go  to  the  whole  country;  that  it  may  be  decided 
upon  by  the  people  as  well  as  by  this  House.  I 
think  this  House  ought  to  sustain,  in  the  strongest 
manner,  their  right  to  call  for  information  upon 
questions  in  which  war  and  peace  are  concerned. 
They  ought  to  maintain  their  right,  and  maintain 
it  in  a  very  distinct  manner,  against  this  assertion 
on  the  part  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates. 
Now,  I  should  be  perfectly  satisfied  to  refer*the 
message  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
whatever  my  feelings  may  be  in  respect  to  their 
firmness  in  resisting  this  claim  set  up  on  the  part 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  If  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs  will  take  it,  and  will  ex- 
amine the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  its 
principles,  the  history  of  the  administration  of  the 
Goveriiment  from  that  time  to  the  present,  and  will 
make  a  report  upon  it,  I  shall  be  satisfied.  As  to 
a  select  committee,  I  shall  be  perfectly  satisfied  that 
a  select  committee  should  be  appointed  by  the 
Speaker,  instead  of  referring  it  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs.  And,  as  a  mark  of  respect  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  I  should  go  for 
a  select  committee,  provided  I  am  not  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  it  myself. 

I  therefore  myself,  in  the  first  place,  hope  that  a 
select  committee,  of  which  I  shall  not  be  a  mem- 
ber, will  be  appointed;  and  if  that  is  not  in  con- 
formity with  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  this 
House,  that  it  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs.  All  the  messages  of  the  Presi- 
dent are  usually  referred. 

I  should  say  much  more,  sir,  if  I  had  the  power. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  said  he  did  not  propose 
to  discuss  this  question,  or  to  say  five  words  upon 
it  at  this  time.  He  hoped  the  suggestion  of  the 
venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Ad- 
ams] would  prevail,  and  that  a  select  committee 
would  be  appointed,  and  the  honorable  gentleman 
be  made  the  chairman  thereof. 

Mr.  K.  rose  to  make  the  motion  to  ref^r  the 
message  to  a  select  committee,  if  it  had  not  already 
been  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  question 
first  in  order  would  be  on  the  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs;  if  that  was  negatived, 
the  next  question  would  be  on  referring  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  had 
no  objection  to  the  message  going  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs  or  to  a  select  committee;  but 
he  had  a  very  great  objection,  after  the  remarks 
made  by  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts— whose  authority  upon  this  subject  would 
carry  great  weight — that  it  should  go  to  that  com- 
mittee prejudged. 

That  gentleman  has  remarked  that  the  President 
had  taken  high  ground,  and  he  admitted  that  it 
was  no  more  than  the  ground  taken  by  General 
Washington.  But  to  avoid  any  conclusion  that 
might  be  drawn  from  that  high  precedent,  the  ven- 
erable   gentleman    endeavored    to    negative    that 


authority,  and  produce  in.  array  against  it  the  de- 
cision of  the  then  Democratic  House  of  Represent- 
atives, who  unquestionably  did  negative,  as  far  as 
they  could,  the  authority  of  that  great  character. 
He  v/ould  to  God  that  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  in  every  act  that  he  might  in  future  do, 
should  have  not  only  as  good  authority,  but  as 
sterhng  reasons  as  for  what  this  day  he  had  had 
the  resolution  and  magnanimity  to  do.  If  the- 
name  of  Washington,  independent  of  the  mighty 
associations  that  war  had  thrown  around  him,  ac- 
quired any  additional  lustre  in  the  administration 
of  civil  life,  it  was  for  the  noble  stand  he  took  in 
defence  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Executive  on  two 
great  occasions — the  one  when,  in  issuing  his 
proclamation  at  a  time  when  the  Democracy  were 
in  phrensy  to  precipitate  us  in  mighty  conflict 
with  France,  he  had  to  breast  himself  to  the  storm 
to  save  the  country  from  its  impending  peril;  the 
other,  upon  an  occasion  when  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives demanded  to  know  from  him  all  the 
secret  negotiations  that  transpired  respecting  the 
treaty  of  Mr.  Jay,  and  he  firmly  stood  up  against 
denunciations  the  moat  violent,  and  which  would 
have  been  overwhelming  to  any  other  man, 
against  Executive  pov/er  that  ever  came  down  upon 
any  man  in  this  country.  And  if  President  Polk 
had  not  acted  as  he  had;  if  he  had  revealed  to  this 
House,  when  there  v/as  war  between  the  two  na- 
tions, all  the  correspondence,  v.hich  was  secret  in 
its  very  nature,  which  might  again  be  necessary  to 
be  carried  on  for  a  similar  purpose;  if  he  had  given 
up  the  power  with  which  the  Constitution  had  in- 
vested the  Executive,  he  would  have  withdrawn 
from  himself,  and  the  country,  perhaps,  one  of  the 
surest  means  of  restoring  peace,  by  means  of  pri- 
vate persons,  or  by  men  at  the  head  of  or  connect- 
ed with  the  Government  of  Mexico.  It  was  well 
known  that  he  was  no  admirer  of  the  President  in 
many  respects;  but  he  was  an  admirer  of  the  ad- 
mii'able  balances  in  the  Constitution — the  preroga- 
tives of  this  House,  of  the  other  House,  and  of  the 
Executive — each  designed  for  independent  action, 
and  in  imitation  of  nature 'slaws,  by  their  very  an- 
tagonism producing  harmony.  Upon  this  occasion, 
if  upon  no  other,  he  (Mr.  H.).gave  him  the  meed 
of  his  admiration. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  they  were  upon  a  trial  of 
right,  which  he,  for  one,  should  like  to  see  carried 
out  to  a  fair  conclusion,  between  the  President  and 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  The  House  asked  him  for  certain  corre- 
spondence, and  for  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Slidell, 
late  Minister  to  Mexico.  They  had  been  advised 
again  and  again  that  in  that  correspondence,  in 
those  instructions — at  least  in  what  took  place 
under  those  instructions  between  our  Government 
and  theGovernment  of  Mexico — was  to  be  found, 
in  a  great  degree  at  least,  the  justification  of  the 
war.  The  President  came  and  asked  supplies — 
men  and  money  to  carry  on  this  war — to  maintain 
him  in  the  position,  he  said,  of  honorable  fair- 
dealing  towards  Mexico,  with  whom  we  were  at 
war;  and  as  the  justification,  they  were  told,  was 
to  be  found  in  connection  with  the  history  of  this 
portion  of  the  war,  they  inquired  of  him  whether 
or  not  he  could  give  them  light  upon  this  subject; 
and  he  declined  to  do  so,  and  declined  upon  the 
pretext  that  by  it  would  be  made  public  to  the 
country  and  to  Mexico  the  matters  in  relation  to 
the  passport  of  Santa  Anna  and  the  instructions  of 
Mr.  Slidell.  The  Hlth  rule  of  this  House  provided 
as  follows;  and  he  wished  it  to  be  read  by  the 
Clerk: 

"  Whenever  confidential  communications  are  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the  House  shall  be 
cleared  of  all  persons,  except  the  members,  clerk,  sergeant- 
at-arms,  and  doorkeeper,  and  so  continue  during  the  read- 
ing of  such  oonitnunications,and  (uidess  otherwise  directed 
by  the  House)  durin;^  all  debates  and  proceedings  to  be  had 
thereon." 

If  the  President  of  the  United  States  (continued 
Mr.  S.)  had  been  willing  to  trust  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  there  would 
have  been  no  difficulty  about  this  communication. 
He  could  have  marked  it  "  confidential;"  then  it 
would  have  been  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  to  have 
advised  the  House  that  it  was  a  confidential  com- 
munication, and  to  have  had  the  House  cleared  of 
all  persons  except  the  members  and  officers,  while 
they  took  up  the  subject  of  the  infori-nation  which 
was  necessary  tor  their  wise  and  judicious  action 
in  lime  of  war. 

What  said  the  President  of  the  United  States.' 
He  did  not  allude  at  all  to  the  fact  that  he  might 
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have  made  it  confidential  if  he  chose  to  do  so;  he 
flatly,  positively  refused  to  make  any  communica- 
tion'; and  that  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  he  might 
liave  made  it  confidential.  He  said,  in  almost  di- 
rect terms,  to  the  Representatives  of  the  people, 
You  are  not  fit  to  be  trusted  with  the  question 
vhether  this  should  be  kept  secret  or  not;  all  that 
you  have  to  do  is  to  vote  .what  appropriations  I 
ask;  do  you  leap  in  the  dark,  at  my  bidding,  and 
what  I  tell  you  do  you  take  as  a  settled  fact  no 
longer  to  be  made  question  of.  He  (Mr.  S.)  held 
that  the  Representatives  of  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  that  Congress,  when  culled  upon  to 
carry  on  a  war,  ought  to  have  all  the  light  which 
the  Piesident  or  all  the  departments  could  give; 
and  that  to  deny  this  was  to  make  a  direct  issue 
between  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Represen'tatives  of  the  United  States,  as  to  their 
capacity  of  judgment  upon  such  subjects.  They 
were  here,  in  time  of  war,  called  to  carry  it  on — 
cither  to  carry  it  on  with  a  "  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion," (to  use  a  favorite  phrase  of  the  President 
and  his  friends,)  or  in  that  way  wliich  would  lead 
most  speedily  to  an  honorable  peace;  but  while 
they  were  asking  to  know  all  about  the  history  of 
this  war,  in  order  that  they  might  form  the  best 
and  soundest  judgment  as  to  the  course  which  they 
ought  to  pursue,  they  were  met  by  the  Executive, 
saying  that  this  was  not  the  thing  for  them  to  do; 
that  all  they  had  to  do  was  to  hear  his  royal  be- 
hests, and  make  this  place  a  "bed  of  justice," 
like  the  old  French  Parliament,  in  which  nothing 
else  was  necessary  except  to  register  his  royal 
edicts.  He  (Mr.  S.)  was  not  willing  thus  to  leap 
in  the  dark;  thus  tamely  to  obey  Executive  order. 
If  the  information  was  of  a  delicate  nature,  if  it 
was  not  to  be  made  public,  the  President  knew 
that  the  Representatives  of  the  people  would  have 
judgment  enough  to  know  it — to  know  that  the 
two  hundred  members  of  this  body  were  as  well 
qualified  as  he  to  judge  whether  the  interests  of 
the  country  would  be  £\dvanced  or  not  by  keeping 
this  matter  secret  and  confidential.  But,  lie  says, 
"  you  are  not  able  to  keep  this  matter;  you  do  not 
deserve  to  have  it;  you  are  not  of  the  character 
which  warrants  me  in  giving  it  to  you,  and  there- 
fore, thought  I  migh'make  it  confidentially,!  will 
not  make  it  all." 

Who  is  there  here  (asked  Mr.  S.)  who  is  ready 
to  "  goit  blind  ?"  Who  is  there  so  craven  and  mis- 
erable, so  destitute  of  the  spirit  of  a  freeman,  or  a 
representative  of  freemen,  us  to  be  willing  to  crawl 
to  the  throne,  and  say  to  this  monarch,  we  recog- 
nize the  propriety  of  your  orders — tell  us  what 
you  want,  we  are  ;c;uly  to  give  it  to  you;  we  are 
ready  to  take  from  you  our  instructions,  and  logo 
with  you  in  all  matters  of  appropriations  you  may 
see  fit  to  require,  asking  no  questions.'  He  was 
not  willing.  He  wanted  to  exercise  his  judgment; 
he  wanted  to  know  all  the  facts;  to  know  as  much 
as  the  Executive  know.  He  wanted  him  compelled 
to  give  the  information  to  the  Representatives  of 
the  people,  or  else  that  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  take  such  a  stand  as  would  ultimately  bring 
liim  to  terms. 

He  denied  that  the  precedent  of  Washington's 
administration  was  applicable  here.  It  was  an 
evasion  of  the  qui-siion.  Here  was  an  absolute 
denial  of  all  information  whatever. 

It  was  a  trial,  he  repeated,  between  the  power 
of  the  Representatives  and  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  tile  Representatives  of  the  people  to  vole  and 
act  judiciously  and  imdcrsiandingly,  by  reason  of 
having  all  the  facts  before  them;  and  the  President, 
who  denied  to  them  the  right  to  have  the  facts,  in- 
formation and  light,  said  they  had  nolhiny:  to  do 
but  to  act  in  the  dark  and  grant  such  supplies  as 
he  demanded.  He  was  glad  the  issue  had  been 
made.  He  hoped  the  subject  would  not  be  referred 
to  any  standing  committee,  bul  that  a  select  com- 
mittee would  be  raised  for  liie  purpose  of  inquir- 
ing .specially  into  this  matter,  which  did  not  belong 
peculiarly  to  the  Committee  Oii  [''oreign  Alfairs, 
or  to  any  standing  committee,  but  referred  to  the 
privileges  of  the  whole  Iloiiso;to  the  rights  of  the 
Representatives  of  the  people;  to  a  question  be- 
tween two  coordinate  branches  of  the  Govern- 
ment, unnecessarily,  and,  he  must  think,  almost 
insultingly,  made  by  the  President  againat  this 
House,  and  involving  the  rights  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple. A  select  committee  should  be  raised,  anti  the 
mquiry  be  made  what  should  be  done  to  guard  and 
vindicate  the  rights  of  the  House  and  of  the  peo- 
ple. 


Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  rose,  but  said  he 
should  not  detain  the  House  with  any  lengthened 
remarks.  He  desired,  however,  to  reply  to  some 
remarks,  as  he  understood  them,  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Adai\is;]  for  indeed  he 
did  not  hear  thenrvery  distinctly,  from  the  posi- 
tion which  he  occupied. 

But  first  he  would  say  a  word  respecting  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [iVIr.ScHENCK,] 
who  seemed  to  desire  to  know  from  the  President 
something  of  the  character  of  the  war  which  they 
were  called  upon  to  prosecute.  Now,  with  what 
sort  of  grace  did  that  come  from  a  member  of  this 
House  who  had  already  voted  under  the  solemn 
obligations  of  an  oath  tiiat  the  war  was  commenced 
unnecessarily  and  unconstitutionally.'  At  an  ear- 
lier period,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  might  with 
some  propriety  have  asked  for  information,  but 
the  time  was  past;  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had 
taken  his  course;  and  now,  so  far  as  information 
was  concerned,  that  gentleman  might  be  given 
over  to,  hardness  of  heart  and  reprobateness  of 
mind. 

He  desired  now,  for  a  moment,  to  compare  this 
question,  which  was  at  present  occupying  the 
attention  of  the  Hoiise,  with  that  to  which  allusion 
was  made  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
in  the  message  on  the  Speaker's  table,  and  on 
which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Adams]  had  this  day  commented.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts — though  he  confessed  he  had 
not  heard  him  very  distinctly — contended  that  the 
case  now  before  the  House  differed  from  that  which 
occurred  during  the  Presidency  of  General  Wash- 
ington in  this:  that  the  call  on  President  Washing- 
ton was  not  mandatory,  but  was  submitted  to  his 
discretion  to  decide  upon  what  papers  he  would 
communicate  to  the  House.  He  repeated  that  he 
did  not  hear  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
very  distinctly,  but  such  was  his  understanding  of 
what* the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  said, 
and  if  his  impressions  were  not  erroneous,  he 
would  say  a  word  or  two  in  reply. 

Alter  pausing  for  a  few  moments,  Mr.  Houston 
proceeded.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
liad  not  corrected  him,  and  hence  he  assumed  that 
he  was  not  mistaken.  He  would  read  to  the  House 
the  resolution  which  constituted  the  call  on  Presi- 
dent Washington,  to  see  if  that  call  was  not  as 
mandatory  as  the  call  upon  Mr.  Polk: 

"  Rcsoh'ed,  That  the  President  of  tlie  United  States  be 
requcstpci  to  lay  before  this  House  a  copy  of  the  instructions 
to  the  Minister  of  the  United  States,  vvlio  negotiated  tlie 
treaty  vvitli  tlie  Kins  of  Great  Britain,  (communicated  by 
his  message  of  the  first  instant.)  togctlier  witli  the  corres- 
pondenee  and  other  documents  relative  to  tlu:  said  treat j; 
e.xcepting  such  of  tlie  said  papers  as  any  existing  negotiation 
may  renilcr  improper  to  be  disclosed." 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  called  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  to  an  authority  which 
he  held  in  his  hand,  which  was  understood  to  be 
Marshall's  Life  of  Washington,  on  the  subject  in 
question. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  continued.  He  said  he  read 
from  the  .Journal,  which  gave  ample  information 
on  the  point  under  consideration,  showing  satis- 
factorily that  the  call  on  President  Washington 
was  as  mandatory  in  its  character  as  the  late  call 
of  this  House  on  President  Polk.  But  Washington 
refused  to  communicate  such  papers  as  existing 
negotiations  rendered  improper  to  be  disclosed. 

But  there  was  another  point  on  which,  while  he 
was  u]),  he  would  say  a  word.  President  Wash- 
ington, in  his  message,  from  which  an  extract  had 
been  copied  into  the  message  now  on  the  Speaker's 
table,  after  stating  that  which,  to  the  common  un- 
derstanding of  every  man,  must  appear  evidently 
proper — that  negotiationa  required  secrecy,  and 
without  secrecy  they  could  not  be  carried  on — 
commented  on  the  power  of  the  Plouse  to  call  for 
paper."?  from  the  Executive.  He  took  the  ground 
to  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had 
alluded,  that  the  House  of  Representatives  was 
bound  to  carry  out  all  treaties.  Upon  that  point 
the  House  of  Representatives  discussed  President 
Washington's  message  for  a  considerable  length 
of  time  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

The  committee  reported  three  resolutions  as  fol- 
lows : 

"  1.  licnolvcil,  As  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  it  i.s 
expedient  lo  pass  the  laws  necessary  for  carrying  into  effert 
the  treaty  lali'ly  negotiated  between  the  Uni'tcd  States  and 
tlie  King  of  Spain. 

"a.  Jicsolicd,  Ar  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that  it 
is  expedient  to  pa.ss  the  laws  necesitary  for  carrying  into 


eflecl  the  treaty  lately  negotiated  between  the  United  Stales 
and  certain  Indian  tribes  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river. 

"3.  Resolved,  As  the  opinion  of  this  committee,  tliat  it  is 
expedient  to  pass  the  laws  necessary  for  carrying  into  efl'ect 
the  treaty  lately  negotiated  between  the  United" States  and 
the  Dty  and  Regency  of  Algiers." 

The  first  and  second  of  these  resolutions  ■vPere 
adopted,  and  the  third  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Another  resolution  was  then  immediately  intro- 
duced, with  a  preamble,  which  brought  up  the 
whole  question  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  as  follows: 

"  The  House  having  taken  into  consideration  the  treaty 
of  amity,  eommerce,  and  navigation  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  tommunicated  by  the  President 
in  liis  message  on  the  1st  day  of  March  last,  are  of  opinion 
that  it  is  in  many  respects  highly  injurious  to  the  interests 
of  the  United  Stales  ;  yet,  were  they  possessed  of  any  infor- 
mation which  could  justify  the  great  sacrifices  contained 
in  the  treaty,  their  sincere  desire  to  clierish  harmony  and 
amicable  intercourse  with  all  nations,  and  their  earnest 
wish  to  cooperate  in  hastening  a  final  adjustment  of  the 
dill'erences  subsisting  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  might  have  induced  them  to  waive  their  objections 
to  the  treaty.  But  when  they  contemplate  the  conduct  of 
Great  Britain  in  pursuing,  since  the  treaty  was  signed, 
the  impressment  of  American  seamen  and  the  seizure  of 
American  vessels  [laden  witli  provisions]  contrary  to  the 
clearest  rights  of  neutral  nations — wliethcr  this  be  viewed 
as  Ihe  construction  meant  to  be  given  to  any  articles  in  the 
treaty,  or  as  contrary  to,  and  an  infraction  of,  the  true 
meaning  and  spirit  thereof— the  House  cannot  but  regard  it 
as  incumbent  on  tliem,  in  fidelity  to  the  trust  reposed  in 
them,  to  forbear,  under  such  ciieuinstanecs,  taking  at  pres- 
ent any  active  measures  on  the  subject:  Therefore, 

''Resolved,  That,  under  the  circumstances  aforesaid,  and 
with  such  information  as  the  House  possesses,  it  is  not  e.x- 
pedient  at  this  time  to  concur  in  passing  tlie  laws  necessary 
to  carry  the  said  treaty  into  ciFect." 

This  resolution  was  afterwards  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  the  discussion  continued  for  many 
days;  after  v.'hich,  it  was  determined  at  last  to 
report  a  bill  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Jay 
treaty;  and  although  the  House  overruled  the  two 
resolutions  embracing  the  principles  set  forth  by 
Washington  in  the  afterpart  of  his  message,  yet  it 
was  not  thought  expedient  to  take  any  notice  of 
the  fact  that  he  withheld  the  correspondence  and 
documents  called  for;  thus  evincing  their  acquies- 
cence in  the  opinion  of  Washington,  that  the  com* 
munication  of  the  information  called  for  would 
prejudice  the  public  good. 

Let  the  House  look  at  the  message  now  on  the 
table.  A  call  had  been  made  on  the  President  to 
communicate  the  instructions  which  he  had  given 
to  a  foreign  Minister,  who  was  charged  with  the 
mission  to  settle  difficulties  existing  between  this 
Government  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico — difficul- 
ties which  yet  existed.  This  call  related  to  a 
transaction  which  was  not  yet  closed — to  difficul- 
ties which  yet  existed,  and  about  which  we  have 
been  negotiating.  We  were  not  in  the  position  in 
which  President  Washington  was  when  he  re- 
fused to  give  papers  sought  to  be  obtained;  for  in 
that  case,  the  treaty  had  been  ratified  and  submit- 
ted to  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  they  had 
been  called  upon  to  make  appropriations  to  carry 
it  out.  In  that  case.  President  Washington  re- 
fused to  comply  with  the  call,  because  he  believed 
it  would  be  injurious  to  the  public  interests;  and 
yet,  here  the  President  was  arraigned  as  a  tyrant, 
because  he  withheld  correspondence  in  regard  to 
difficulties  which  were  yet  open  for  adjustment. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Schenck,] 
with  his  characteristic  fairness  and  liberality,  had 
thought  proper  to  appeal  to  the  prejudices  of  the 
people  and  of  this  House,  because  President  Polk 
had  done  that  which  had  been  done  by  his  prede- 
cessors. This  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  repre- 
sented as  in  fact  saying  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, "You  are  not  fit  to  be  intrusted  with 
the  secrets  of  the  Government.  I  have  done  so 
and  so,  and  you  must  vote  the  supplies."  It  really 
appeared  to  him,  that  when  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  resorted  to  such  a  mode  of  attack  on  the  Presi- 
dent, he  was  driven  to  an  extremity.  Let  them, 
for  a  moment,  look  at  the  precedents  which  the 
books  contained. 

He  held  in  his  hand  a  mes.sage  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  from  President  Monroe,  in  answer 
to  a  call  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  in- 
formation relative  to  some  difficulty  which  had 
grown  up  in  relation  to  Commodore  Stewart, 
which  he  requested  the  Clerk  to  read. 

The  Clerk  read  it  accordingly,  as  follows: 

"  To  the  House  of  Representalivcs  of  the  United  States: 

"  I  sliould  hasten  to  comnuinieate  lo  yon  the  documents 
called  for  hv  flie  resolution  of  Ihe  House  of  Hepresentntivcs 
of  the  4tli  instant,  relating  lo  the  conducl  of  the  oliieers  of 
Ihe  navy  of  the  United  Suites  in  tiie  Pacific  ocean,  and  of 
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other  public  agents  in  Soutii  Anieiioa,  if  such  a  communi- 
cation might  now  be  made  consistently  with  the  public  in- 
terest, or  with  justice  to  the  piirties  concerned.  In  conse- 
quence of  several  charges  wliicli  have  been  alleged  against 
Commodore  Stewart,  touching  Iris  conduct  while  comnjand- 
ing  the  squadron  of  the  United  States  in  that  sea,  it  has  been 
deemed  proper  to  suspend  him  from  duty,  and  to  subject 
him  to  trial  on  those  charges.  It  appearing,  also,  that  some 
of  those  chj^igeshave  been  communicated  to  the  department 
by  Mr.  Provost,  political  agent  at  this  time  of  the  United 
States  at  Peru,  and  lieretofore  at  Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili, 
and  apparently  with  his  sanction,  and  that  charges  have 
likewise  been  made  against  him  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States  engaged  in  coirmierce  in  tiiat  quarter,  it  has  been 
thought  equally  just  and  proper  that  he  should  attend  here, 
as  well  to  furnish  evidence  in  his  possession  applicable  to 
the  charges  exhibited  against  Commodore  Stewart,  as  to 
answer  audi  as  have  been  exhibited  against  himself.  In 
this  stage,  the  publication  of  those  documents  might  tend  to 
excite  prejudices  which  miglit  operate  to  the  injury  of  both. 
It  is  important  that  the  public  servants  in  every  station 
should  perform  their  duty  witli  fidelity,  according  to  the 
injunctions  of  the  law  and  the  orders  of  tlie  E.vecutive  in 
fulfilment  thereof.  It  is  peculiarly  so  that  this'should  be 
done  by  the  commanders  of  our  squadrons,  especially  in 
distant  seas,  and  by  political  agents  who  represent  the  Uni- 
ted States  with  foreign  Powers,  lor  reasons  that  are  obvious 
in  both  instances.  It  is  due  to  their  rights  and  to  the  char- 
acter of  tlie  Government,  that  they  be  not  censured  without 
just  cause,  which  cairxot  be  ascertained  imtil,  on  a  view  of 
the  charges,  they  are  hemd  in  their  defence,  and  after  a 
thorough  and  impartial  investigation  of  their  conduct.  Under 
these  circumstances,  if  is  thought  that  a  communication  at 
this  time  of  those  documents  would  not  comport  with  the 
public  interest,  nor  with  what  is  due  to  the  parties  con- 
cerned. JAMES  MONROE. 
"  Washington,  January  10, 1825." 

He  would  read  another  very  short  message  of 
Mr.  Monroe,  which,  though  somewhat  different  in 
its  character,  bore  on  the  general  question.  It  was 
as  follows: 

"  To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

"  In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, of  December  24lh,  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  lay  before  the  House  such  information  as 
he  may  possess,  and  which  maybe  disclosed  without  injury 
to  the  public  good,  relative  to  the  determination  of  any  sov- 
ereign, or  combination  of  sovereigns,  to  assist  Spnin  in  the 
subjugation  of  her  late  colonies  on  the  American  continent ; 
and  whether  any  Government  of  Europe  is  disposed  or  de- 
termined to  oppose  any  aid  or  assistance  which  such  sover- 
eign or  combination  of  sovereigns  may  aflord  to  Spain  for 
the  subjugation  of  her  late  colonies  above-mentioned,  I  have 
to  state  tliat  I  possess  no  information  on  that  subject  not 
known  to  Congress  which  can  be  disclosed  without  injury 
to  ilie  public  good.  JAMES  MONROE. 

"  Washington,  January  12,  1824. 

He  also  held  in  his  hand  a  message  of  General 
Jackson,  in  response  to  a  call  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  which  he  would  read  the 
closing  paragraph,  in  relation  to  differences  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Buenos 
Ayres  : 

"  This  fact,  it  is  believed,  will  justify  the  opinion  I  have 
formed,  that  it  will  not  be  consistent  with  the  public  interest 
to  communicate  the  correspondence  and  instructions  re- 
quested by  tlie  House,  so  long  as  the  negotiations  shall  be 
pending.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

"  Washington,  Ijecember'28, 1832." 

Thus,  then,  it  would  be  seen  that  Presidents 
Monroe  and  Jackson,  and  almost  every  other, 
doubtless,  if  he  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  the 
records  to  show,  had  been,  according  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Schenck,] 
disposed  to  be  destructive  of  the  rights  of  ihe  House 
of  Representatives,  and  unwilling  to  confide  to 
them  the  secrets  of  the  Government.  In  the  de- 
.  nunciations-  of  the  gentleman  froin  Ohio  were 
included  not  only  Presidents  Monroe  and  Jackson, 
but  President  Washington,  and,  if  he  mistook  not, 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Adams] 
also. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  desired  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  whether,  in  all  the  cases  cited, 
the  resolutions  csilling  for  information  did  not  ex- 
pressly qualify  the  call  by  words  which  gave  the 
President  a  discretion  in  determining  whether  their 
communication  would  be  consisleiil  with  the  pub- 
lic interest.' 

Mr.  G.  S.  HOUSTON  replied  ifi  the  negative. 
He  had  communicated  one  resolution  to  the  House 
of  a  different  character.  With  respect  to  the  call 
on  President  Washington,  he  would  say,  that  the 
resolution  which  terminated  in  a  call  was  discuss- 
ed in  the  House  of  Representatives  for  many  days; 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  there  long  debated; 
and  yet,  after  that,  President  Washington  refused 
to  comply  with  it. 

He  (lid  not  know  that  there  was  anything  fur- 
ther that  he  could  say  that  would  throw  any  light 
on  the  subject.  He  would  only  add,  that,  so  far 
as  the  present  message  was  concerned,  there  was 
ample  authority  to  sustain  it.  President  Polk 
could  intrench  himself  behind  the  authority  of  i 


Washington,  and  Monroe,  and  Jackson,  without 
going  into  an  examination  of  the  messages  of 
others.  Negotiations  with  Mexico  were  still  an 
open  question.  The  difficulties  between  the  two 
Republics  must  necessarily  be  matter  of  negotia- 
tion. If,  then,  the  instruction?  to  our  Minister 
were  published,  they  would  be  known  to  the  world, 
and  might  embarrass  negotiations.  It  was  well 
known  to  gentlemen,  that  when  Ministers  were 
sent  to  foreign  Governments,  they  had  often  given  to 
them  a  discretion,  if  they  could  not  obtain  one  ob- 
ject to  accept  another.  He  did  not  know  that  that 
was  the  case  in  this  instance,  but  if  it  were,  he 
asked  the  House  if  it  would  be  proper  at  this  time 
to  publish  such  instructions  to  the  world  .'  If  those 
instructions  were  produced  here,  they  would  very 
soon  find  their  way  into  the  newspapers.  Even 
treaties  confided  to  the  Senate  they  had  not  been 
able  to  keep  secret,  for,  in  a  most  extraordinary 
and  unprecedented  manner,  they  had  obtained  pub- 
licity while  under  consideration  in  executive  ses- 
sion.    What,  then,  would  be  the  fact  here.? 

Mr.  TOOMBS  desired  to  see  this  matter  refer- 
red to  some  committee;  but,  not  having  had  the 
opportunity  which  his  friend  from  Alabama  had 
had  to  examine  it,  he  was  not  satisfied  what  that 
committee  should  be. 

Mr.  HOUSrON  was  understood  to  disclaim 
having  had  any  opportunities  to  consider  this  sub- 
ject which  were  not  open  to  every  other  member; 
but  he  was  scarcely  audible  at  the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  had  only  to  remark,  that  the 
question  now  was,  not  whether  the  President  of 
the  United  States  may  not  under  certain  circum- 
stances withhold  information,  whose  publication 
would  be  inconsistent  with  the  public  service,  for 
such  power  must  be  lodged  there;  but  the  ques- 
tion was,  whether  this  was  such  a  case.  The 
decision  of  the  House  must  depend  on  that  fact, 
because,  though  the  President  may  in  certain  cir- 
cumstances withhold  documents  from  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  it  did  not  follow  that  he  could 
capriciously  do  so  whenever  he  chooses.  This 
message  should  therefore  go  to  some  committee — 
either  a  special  committee  or  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs — for  examination.  He  was  free 
to  confess,  he  repeated,  that  the  power  existed  to 
withhold  information  when  the  public  interests 
would  be  injured  by  its  publication;  but  the  ques- 
tion was,  whether  all  the  diplomacy  and  all  the 
instructions  connected  with  this  subject  ought  not 
to  be  laid  before  the  country.  The  authorities 
which  had  been  read  by  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama were  not  germain  to  the  question;  for  no 
man  disputes  that  under  sorne  circumstances  in- 
formation may  be  withheld.  Whether  the  Presi- 
dent was  justified  in  the  course  he  had  pursued 
would  be  the  subject  of  inquiry  by  a  committee; 
and  therefore  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  begged  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  to  withdraw  that  motion  to  enable 
him  to  make  an  explanation. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  assented. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  then  begged,  in  the  first 
place,  to  put  the  House  in  possession  of  what  really 
did  occur  at  the  time  referred  to  by  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama.  He  held  in  his  hand  the  Life  of 
General  Washington,  by  Marshall,  from  which  he 
read  the  following  passages: 

"This  dissatisfaction  was  not  concealed.  On  the  2d 
March,  Mr.  Livingston,  after  stating  that  the  treaty  lately 
negotiated  with  Great  Britain  must  give  rise  to  several  im- 
portant and  constitutional  questions,  laid  upon  the  table  a 
resolution  requesting  the  President  'to  lay  bel'ore  the  Mouse 
a  copy  of  the  in.^tructions  t;i  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States  who  negotiated  the  treaty  with  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  communicated  by  his  message  of  the  1st  of  March, 
together  with  the  corresponrlente  and  otljer  documents  rela- 
tive to  said  treaty.' 

"  On  the  7th  iWarch,  he  amended  this  resolution  by  adding 
the  words,  '  excepting  such  of  the  said  papers  as  any  exist- 
ing negotiation  may  render  improper  to  be  disclosed.'  Alter 
some  debate,  Mr.  Madison  propoi-ed  to  modify  tiie  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Livingston,  so  as  to  except  such  papers  as,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  President,  it  migiil  be  inconsistent  with 
the  interest  of  the  United  States  at  this  lime  to  disclose. 
This  proposition  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  ten  voices, 
and  the  discussion  of  the  original  resolution  was  resumed. 
The  debate  soon  glided  into  an  argument  on  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  treaty-making  power." — Marshall's  Life  of 
fVusliiiiglon,  chap.  8,  ji.  651— -6.54. 

The  Judge  then  added  the  following  remarks: 
"The  situati(ni  in  which  this  vote  placed  the  Executive 
was  peculiarly  delicate.  In  an  elective  government,  the 
difficulty  of  re.-i.-ting  the  popular  branch  of  the  legislature  is 
at  all  times  of  SCI  ions  magnitude;  but  it  is  particularly  so 
when  the  passions  of  the  public  have  been  strongly  and  gen- 
erally excited  by  exertions  which  have  pervaded  the  whole 
of  society.    The  popularity  of  a  demand  for  information— 


the  large  majority  by  which,  in  the  present  instance,  that 
demand  was  supported — the  additional  force  which  a  refu- 
sal to  comply  with  it  would  give  to  suspicions  already  insin- 
uated, that  circumstances  had  occurred  in  the  negotiation 
which  the  Administration  dared  not  expose,  and  that  the 
President  was  separating  himself  from  the  representatives  of 
the  people — furnished  motives,  not  lightly  to  be  overruled, 
for  yielding  to  the  request  which  had  been  made. 

"  But  these  considerations  were  opposed  by  others,  which, 
though  less  operative  with  men  who  fear  to  deserve  the  pub- 
lic favor  by  hazarding  its  loss,  possess  an  irresistible  influ- 
ence over  a  mind  resolved  to  pursue  steadily  the  path  of 
duty,  however  it  may  abound  with  thorns.  * 

"  That  the  future  diplomatic  transactions  of  the  govern- 
ment might  be  seriously  and  permanently  aflected  by  estab- 
lishing the  principle  that  the  House  of  Representatives  could 
demand  as  a  right  the  instructions  given  to  a  foreign  minis- 
ter, and  all  the  papers  connected  with  a  negotiation,  was  too 
apparent  to  be  unobserved.  Nor  was  it  le.-s  obvious  that  a 
compliance  with  the  request  now  made  would  go  lar  in  es- 
tablishing this  principle.  The  form  of  the  requc.-t,  and  the 
motives  which  induced  it,  equally  led  to  this  conclusion. 
It  left  nothing  to  the  discretion  of  the  President  with  regard 
to  the  public  interests  ;  and  the  information  was  asked  for 
the  avowed  purpose  of  determining  whether  the  House  of 
Representatives  would  .give  effect  to  a  public  treaty." — 
Marshall's  Life  of  IFa^hington.  p.  652,  6.53,  654. 

There  was  the  authority  of  Mr.  Madison,  Mr. 
Livingston,  and  Mr.  Marshall,  which,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  was  very  great  authority.  Fle  had  not 
been  able  to  hear  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  which  was  much  to  be  regret- 
ted, as  that  gentleman's  great  familiarity  with  the 
subject,  and  his  great  experience,  were  all  calcu- 
lated to  give  to  whatever  he  said  great  weight  on 
the  minds  of  members  of  this  Plouse.  But,  with- 
out knowing  what  that  gentleman  did  say,  after 
having  presented  great  authorities,  he  desired  to 
submit  to  the  House,  witJt  great  deference,  one  or 
two  brief  suggestions. 

And,  in  the  first  place,  he  begged  to  say,  that 
there  was  a  distinction,  as  shown  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama,  which  must  be  obvious  to 
every  mind,  between  the  past  and  the  present.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  President  Wa.shington 
was  called  upon  to  exhibit  his  past  instructions, 
whereas  Mr.  Polk  was  called  upon  to  communi- 
cate those  which  relate  to  the  present  or  the  fu- 
ture. And  surely  in  this  must  be  seen  a  striking 
difference,  as  was  shown  by  the  gentleman  froin 
Alabama,  though  that  gentleman  did  not  go  half 
far  enough.  In  the  one  cas?,  it  was  a  case  of 
peace,  and  in  the  other  of  war.  He  was  prepared 
to  concede  to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Toombs,]  that  a  part  of  the  argument  was  correct. 
This  House  had  the  right,  and  it  must  exercise  the 
right  on  many  gretit  occasions,  to  insist  on  having 
communications  from  the  President  ;  but  it  would 
not  be  denied  that  there  was  also  a  large  class  of 
cases  in  which  the  President  was  empowered  to 
withhold  information.  In  addition  to  cases  which 
had  been  given,  they  all  would  recollect  the  time 
when  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  standing 
in  his  place  in  this  Plouse,  told  them  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  secret  service  money  under  liis  ad- 
ministration had  been  disposed  of;  but  to  that 
hour  it  had  not  been  made  known  how.  This  was  a 
common  every-day  thing.  And  who  in  such  cases 
was  to  be  the  judge  of  the  propriety  of  making  the 
communications.'  The  President  was  the  judge. 
And  if  the  President  exercised  his  discretion  im- 
properly, what  remedy  had  this  House.'  This 
House  had  the  power  to  impeach  him,  and  that 
was  all  it  could  do. 

But  a  word  or  two  respecting  the  argitment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Schenck.]  That 
gentleman  said,  here  were  two  hundred  gentlemen 
who  were  all  capable  also  of  judging  of  this  mat- 
ter. Why,  that  was  the  very  reason  why  infor- 
mation should  often  be  withheld.  No  better  rea- 
son could  be  given"  than  that  furnished  by  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  Even  a 
smaller  body  at  the  other  end  of  this  Capitol  could 
not  keep  from  the  [lublic  information  privately  con- 
fided toil.  How,  then,  could  private  instructions 
be  secretly  communicated  to  a  body  so  large  as 
this  without  danger  of  being  disclosed  .'  But  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  in  a  burst  of  what  he  sup- 
posed was  eloquence,  had  intimated  that  the  Presi- 
dent was  a  monarch,  and  that  they  were  there  to 
execute  his  behests.  Now,  in  his  judgment,  the 
question  was,  whether  the  President  was  right  or 
wrong.  If  the  President  was  right,  it  w\as  no 
monarchical  power.  It  was  a  power  which,  in 
the  nature  of  thing.s,  must  be  lodged  in  somebody. 
Why,  then,  should  this  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs.'  He  really  could  not  see  what 
that  committee  had  to  do  with  it.  It  was,  if  any- 
thing, a  great  question  of  constitutional  law;  and, 
if  it  was  necessary  to  commit  it,  it  should  be  com- 
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niitied  to  ilie  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  or  to  a 
select  cnmmiltoe.  It  assured Ij' was  not  a  subject 
\vliicli -belonged  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fiiirs.  The  President  certainly  was  fortified  in  his 
position  ijy  the  opinions  of  many  great  men. 

He  knew  not  if  it  would  now  be  in  order  to 
move  to  refer  tliis  subject  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  If  it  were,  he  would  make  that  motion 
before  lie  sat  down;  for  what  could  any  slandin;^ 
committee  do  but  make  majority  and  niinority  re- 
ports, just  as  ill  Committee  of  the  Whole  they 
would  have  majority  and  minority  s|iecches? 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  to  embrace  in  his  motion  a 
pro|)osition  to  make  it  also  the  special  order  for  an 
early  day.  • 

Mr.  C.  J.  IXGERSOLL  assented,  and  said  he 
liad  no  objection  to  say  to-morrow,  except  that  it 
was  private  bill  day. 

Some  gentlemen  suggested  Monday,  and  others 
Tursday. 

The  SPEAKER  suggested,  that  to  make  it  the 
special  order  would  require  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  said,  if  it  could  not  be  made 
the  special  order  for  an  early  day,  he  should  prefer 
a  select  committee. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  thought  the  best  way  to  con- 
sider it  WAS  to  send  it  to  a  committee,  and  get  a 
report  upon  it,  which  thev  could  have  printed. 

M.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  repeated  that  there 
would  be  majority  and  minority  report.'?,  as  well 
as  fjpceches.  The  best  course  would  be  to  send  it 
to  ihc  Commiiice  of  the  AVhnle  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union,  and  make  it  the  special  order  for  some  early 
day,  which  could  be  done  on  Monday  next. 

Sir.  COLLAMER  said  he  had  been  desirous 
that  this  subject  should  take  the  usual  course,  be 
referred  to  a  committee,  (whether  a  special  com- 
mittee or  one  of  the  standing  committees,  he  cared 
not,)  and  then  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  House, 
and  then  a  regular  discussion  be  had.  But  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  seemed  unwilling  for  this; 
they  had  commencevl  their  remarks,  and  seemed  all 
ready  prepared  and  furnished  for  a  di.scussion, 
with  their  authorities  before  them,  all  dog-eared 
down  and  ready  for  reference,  while  those  on  Mr. 
C.'s  side  of  the  House  hnd  never  left  their  seats, 
since  they  heard  the  messasre,  for  the  first  time. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  here  inter- 
posed, and  wished  to  be  allowed  to  move  for  the 
printing  of  the  message;  but  Mr.  COLLAMER 
declined  to  yield  the  floor. 

He  proceeded  to  remark,  that  what  was  said  on 
his  own  side  of  the  House  was  merely  in  answer 
to  an  ex  parte,  argument  that  seemed  to  have  been 
already  prepared,  cut  and  dry,  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  something,  not  distinctly 
heard  by  the  reporter,  but  understood  to  be  a  dis- 
claimer of  preparation. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  said,  that  though  they  on  his 
side  h;ul  not  enjoyed  the  opportunity  from  a  pre- 
vious knowledge  of  the  contents  of  this  Executive 
document  to  digest  at  leisure  an  argument  in  reply, 
yet,  wiiat  had  been  said  in  defence  of  the  messaire 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  go  off  as  if  there  was 
no  answer  to  be  made  to  it.  Mr.  C.  should  speak 
to  the  case  as  he  understood  it,  as  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  had  put  it,  and  as  the  President 
liimself  piit  it.  The  only  precedent  quoted  and  re- 
lied on  by  him  was  the  case  of  Jay's  treaty,  and 
the  action  which  was  had  in  regard  to  it.  Let  us 
see  what  was  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  President  Washington's  message  re- 
fusing the  correspondence  asked  for  by  resolution. 
The  ground  insisted  on  by  Washington  was,  that 
as  the  treaty  negotiated  by  Mr.  Jay  with  Great 
Britain  had  been  ratified  by  the  Senate,  it  became, 
according  to  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  on 
that  subject,  the  paramount  law  of  the  land,  and  as 
such  bound  all,  and  bound  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives with  others.  It  bound  the  Houic  to  vole 
the  requisite  supplies  to  carry  the  treaty  into  effect, 
since  it  was  always  the  duty  of  that  House  to  pro- 
vide for  carrying  a  law  into  effect  until  it  was  re- 
pealed. As  a  treaty,  therefore,  was  a  law  to  all, 
and  could  not  be  repealed,  it  was  a  law  to  Con- 
gress, and  they  were  bound  to  make  the  necessary 
appropriations  to  fulfil  it.  As  to  the  jiapers  called 
for,  the  President  said  he  had  submitted  all  of  them 
to  the  Senate,  who  were  the  proper  authority  to 
jud;;e  of  the  propriety  of  the  treaty.  Mr.  C.  said 
that  he  did  not  find  on  the  record  that  this  ground 
taken  by  President  Washington  had  been  over- 


ruled by  the  House.  It  was  true,  that  the  House 
had  afterwards  voted  the  supplies,  but  had  not  any 
where  denied  the  positions  taken  in  the  message. 

Now,  if  the  existing  President  put  his  present 
refusal  to  furnish  the  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Slidell  on  this  prefffedent  of  the  refusal  of  Wash- 
ington in  the  case  of  Jay's  treaty,  what  were  the 
necessary  correlatives  to  constitute  the  one  a  justi- 
fication of  the  other.'  When  Congress  declared 
war,  but  without  any  manifesto,  tiiey  delivered 
the  war  over  to  the  Executive,  to  carry  it  on  at 
his  discretion,  he  being  the  sole  judge  of  the  mode 
of  doing  this.  He  might  carry  it  on  and  bring  it 
to  an  end  in  any  way  that  might  seem  to  him  best. 
Congress  had  lost  all  control  of  the  matter;  they 
had  given  it  all  over  to  the  President,  and  there- 
fore had  no  right  authoritatively  to  demand  any 
further  information  from  him  in  regard  to  it. 
Now,  the  ground  taken  by  the  President  was, 
that  this  case  of  the  war  with  Mexico  was  a  par- 
allel case  to  that  of  V/ashington  in  relation  to 
Jay's  treaty.  But  no  power  of  logic  could  show 
it  to  be  parallel.  The  comparison  not  only  did  not 
run  upon  all  fours,  it  had  not  as  many  as  two  legs 
to  run  on.  It  was  said  that  Congress  had  made 
the  war  and  committed  it  to  the  President  to  carry 
it  on  at  his  disci-etion,  and  theiefore  Congress  had 
no  right  to  demand  these  papers  from  him.  Was 
this  so.'  Were  the  cases  alike.'  Were  gentlemen 
prepared  to  say  that  Congress,  by  declaring  this 
war  without  any  manifesto  of  the  reasons,  so 
committed  it  unconditionally  to  the  President's 
management  and  control  that  they  had  lost  there- 
by all  control  of  the  subject.'  If  so,  then  this  was 
a  parallel  case,  and  Congress  was  bound  to  give 
the  President  whatever  he  asked,  and  to  demand  no 
explanations  or  information  he  chose  to  withhold. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  was  aware  that  there  were  some 
gentlemen  not  a  little  inclined  to  this  view  of  the 
matter.  Many  seemed  to  think  that,  as  the  nation 
was  at  war,  Congress  must  appropriate  for  the 
expenses  of  the  war,  and  the  President  must  con- 
duct it  in  his  own  way.  So  he  must,  if  it  was  left 
to  his  own  discretion.  That  was  the  only  thing 
left  him  to  do:  he  had  no  clioices  he  must,  in  that 
case,  be  governed  by  his  own  discretion;  and  the 
whole  duty  of  Congress  consisted  in  supplying 
him  with  the  requisite  means. 

But  Mr.  C.  denied  that  because  Congress  had 
not,  at  the  time  it  declared  war  to  exist  with  Mex- 
ico, declared  the  purpose  or  ends  for  which  it 
should  be  waged  on  our  part,  therefore  it  could 
not  make  such  declaration  now.  Suppose  that 
the  President,  should  now  say  that,  in  his  discre- 
tion, the  war  should  be  carried  into  Great  Britain, 
was  it  possible  that  Congress  had  no  voice  or  con- 
-trol  in  the  mutter,  but  must  vote  him  the  men  and 
money  to  do  so?  Had  the  judgment  of  the  Presi- 
dent obligatory  force  on  that  House.'  Had  they 
lost  all  control  of  it?  Mr.  C.  utterly  denied  it. 
He  insisted  that  the  same  power  whicli  made  the 
war  might  at  any  time  declare  the  ends  and  ob- 
jects for  which  it  should  be  wtiged,  and  for  which 
alone;  and  might  graduate  its  supplies  of  money 
and  of  men  to  meet  that  end  and  provide  for  it, 
and  for  it  only. 

Mr.  C.  did  not  see  the  President  was  so  much 
to  blame  for  using  his  own  discretion  when  Con-' 
gress  had  given  him  no  other  guide.  All  Congress 
had  to  do  was  to  manifest  their  will  as  to  the  end 
for  which  the  war  should  be  carried  on.  If  the 
President  told  them  he  was  going  to  conquer  all 
Mexico,  and  Congress  did  not  approve  of  that 
purpose,  all  they  had  to  do  was  to  grant  men  and 
money  on  condition  that  the  purpose  it  did  like 
should  be  the  end  to  which  alone  they  should  be 
applied.  Put  that  in  their  bill,  and  then  the  Presi- 
dent would  have  a  guide. 

Mr.  C.  did  not  intend  now  to  go  into  the  sub- 
ject; but  he  said  that  because  Washington  thought 
and  declared  that  he  had  communicated  the  papers 
asked  for  to  the  only  proper  organ  to  judge  of  trea- 
ties, and  that  Congress  was  bound  to  make  the 
appropriations  to  carry  Jay's  treaty  into  efiect,  no 
man  could  make  that  a  case  parallel  with  this,  un- 
less he  could  first  show  that  Congress  had  lost  all 
control  of  the  conduct  of  the  war,  and  was  forced 
to  conform  itself  to  the  discretion  of  the  President. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  obtained  the  floor,  and,  after 
some  desultory  conversation  with  his  friends, 
moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  VINl'ON  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether, 
if  the  House  should  now  adjourn,  this  would  be 
the  pending  question  to-morrow  ? 


The  CHAIR  said  that,  under  the  rules,  to-mor- 
row was  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  private 
bills,  and  it  would  require  a  vote  of  two-thirds  to 
set  that  order  aside.  But  if  the  subject  were  post- 
poned to  a  day  certain,  it  would  then  be  in  order 
on  that  day  to  move  to  so  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  and  take  up  this  as  the  pending  question. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  thereupon  moved  to  post- 
pone the  subject  to  Tuesday  next,  to  make  it  the 
special  order  for  that  day,  and  that  the  message 
be  printed;  which  motion  prevailed. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 

Thursday,  January  13,  1S48. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  exhibiting  the 

contracts   made  by  authority  of  the   department 

during  the  year  1847. 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  presented  a  petition  from  E.  H. 
Featherstoneand  forty-six  other  citizens  of  Arkan- 
sas, askinfi:  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from 
Mount  Ida,  the  county  seat  of  Montgomerv,  to 
l(  Ultima  Thule,  via  Dallas,  the  county  seat  of  Polk, 
in  said  Stale;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
•  Mr.  DOUGLAS  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Illinois,  asking  the*  right  of  way  and  a 
donation  of  land  to  aid  the  State  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  to  connect  the  upper  and  lower 
Mississippi  \yith  the  great  lakes  at  Chicago;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  a  petition  from  Geo, 
C.  Mitchell,  asking  that  a  certain  sum  of  money 
improperly  collected  from  him  may  be  refunded; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  a  petition  from  Fred- 
erick Dawson,  James  Schott,  and  Elisha  Dana 
Whitney,  asking  payment  for  certain  vessels  fur- 
nished Texas,  and  given  up  by  that  Republic  on 
her  annexation  to  the  United  States;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  Henry  V.  Keep,  of  Viclcsbnrg,  asking 
compensation  and  allowances  for  services  in  the 
army  of  invasion  in  Mexico;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  SEVIER,  fiom  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Black, 
late  consul  at  Mexico;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Of- 
fices and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Caldwell;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Creed  Taylor;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  reported  House  bill  making 
further  provision  for  surviving  widows  of  the  sol- 
diers of  the  Revolution,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  RUSK,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  George  Center,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  ; 
which  v/as  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolutions 
submitted  by  Mr.  Benton,  for  the  priiiting  of  the 
tour  or  memoir  of  Dr.  Wislizenus,  illustrative  of 
the  expedition  of  Colonel  Doniphan,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

"  Tliiit  tlieie  be  printed  for  tlie  use  of  the  Senate  five 
thousand  copies  oftlie  tour;  and  that  there  be  lithographed 
a  llUc  number  of  the  maps  aocoinpanying  the  same.  Also, 
two  hundred  tor  the  use  of  Dr.  Wislizenus. 

Which  report  was  agreed  to. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED  ON  LEAVE. 

Mr.  HUNTER  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  supplemental  to  an  act  passed  the 
5)th  day  of  July,  184G,  entitled  "  An  act  to  retro- 
cede  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  to  the  State  of  Virginia." 

The  bill  having  been  read  twice — 

Mr.  HUNTER  expressed  a  hope  that  the  Sen- 
ate would  indulge  him  by  allowing  the  passage  of 
the  bill  at  this  time.  It  was  a  mere  formal  mat- 
ter, and  was  precisely  similar  to  a  bill  which 
pas.sed  the  Senate  last  s'ession. 

An  objection  being  interposed — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER,  the  bill  was  re- 
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ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bin. 

Mr.  BREESE  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  provide  for  the  compensation  of 
Samuel  Leech,  for  services  in  the  investigation  of 
suspended  sales  in  the  Mineral  Point  district, 
Wisconsin;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr.  MANGUM  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  nt"  the  United  Stales  be  re- 
quested to  l;iy  hefoie  tl*  Senate  nil  the  plans,  estimates, 
and  calculations  presented  hy  General  Scott,  as  in  his  opin- 
ion hest  adapted  to  aUain  the  ohjects  of  the  war;  and 
his  opinion  tonchini;  tlic  military  means  necessary  to  ac- 
complish tlie  ohjects  of  our  Government,  in  any  and  all  al- 
terjiative  views  tiiat  Uave  heen  considered  hy  the  Execu- 
tive or  susge.=ted  hy  General  Scott  to  hrins;  the  war  with 
Mexico  to  a  close,  if  not  inconsistent,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
President,  with  the  public  service. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  hoped  that  the  resolution  would 
be  considered  at  once.  It  was  necessary  to  have 
all  the  information  which  it  embraced  to  enable 
them  to  vote  understandkigly  on  the  bills  before 
the  Senate. 

The  consideration  of  the  resolution  having  been 
objected  to,  it  lies  over  under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana, 
Resolved,  Tliat  the  Conunitlee  on  the  Post  OITice  and  Post 
Koads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ma- 
king provision  by  law  to(U'evpnt  the  losses  sustained  by  the 
public  in  consequence  of'Tiitelligence  conveyed  by  the  daily 
express  established  by  individuals*o  and  from  New  Orleans. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mi'. 
Datton  on  the  11th  instant,  was  considered  and 
agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  he  requested  to  furnisl)  to  the 
Senate  (if  in  bisjudgment  not  iiicom|ia!lble  with  the  public 
service)  copies  of  the  letter  referred  to  in  his  message,  of 
General  Scott  of  SOth  May,  1847,  and  of  the  letter  of  General 
Taylor  of  23th  October,  1815,  on  the  subject  of  "  forced  con- 
tributions "  in  Mexico;  and  of  all  other  correspondence  on 
that  subject,  if  any,  not  lieretofore  communicated. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Baldwin  on  the  11th  instant,  was  considered  and 
agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quefted  tocomnnniicate  for  the  information  of  the  Senate  the 
correspondence  between  the  Commissioner  from  the  United 
States  and  the  Commissioners  appointed  hy  the  Govern- 
ment of  Mexico  to  negotiate  with  him  duringlhe  suspension 
of  hostilities,  al«er  th^  battles  of  Contreras  and  Churubusco, 
and  any  other  information  which  may  enable  the  Senate  to 
understand  the  terms,  progress,  and  issue  of  thatuegotiation, 
so  far  as  he  may  deem  the  same  not  incompatible  with  the 
public  iMtere^t. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
grant  a  register  to  the  barque  Sarah  and  Eliza  was 
read  with  a  view-to  reference;  when — 

Mr.  DIX  requested  that  the  Senate  would  con- 
sent to  immediate  action  on  the  bill,  which  was 
one  of  mere  form,  to  which  there  could  be  no  ob- 
jection. 

The  bill  was  then  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  reported  without  amendment,  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  M.  Moore  was  then 
-taken  up  for  consideration  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  the  amendment  reported  from  thecom- 
mittee  having  been  agreed  to — 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend 
the  liill  by  striking  out  the  proviso. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  is  the 
amendment  reported  from  the  committee. 

Mr.  BREESE.  I  would  inquire  whether  the 
amendment  has  been  concurred  in. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.     It  has. 

Mr.  BREESE.  I  move  then  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  re- 
considered. This  case  of  Mr.  Moore  presents  to 
my  mind  one  of  rather  a  remarkable  character. 
The  foundation  of  the  claim  is,  that  the  principal 
officer  of  the  department  for  a  number  of  years 
was  incompetent  to  perform  the  duties,  and  Mr. 
Moore  was  called  on  as  chief  clerk  to  perform  the 
duties  of  Commissioner.  There  is  no  reason  why 
we  should  pay  him  in  both  capacities.  It  seerns 
to  me  that  the  proper  principle  for  the  Government 
to  act  upon  is,  to  require  the  whole  time  of  the  of- 
ficers in  the  employment  of  the  Government;  and 
if  he  receives  full  compensation  as  chief  clerk,  I 
do  not  see  why  we  should  also  pay  him  a  Com- 
missioner's salary.  I  know  there  is  one  illustrious 
example  to  the  contrary.  I  refer  to  the  case  of 
Mr.  Butler,  who  received  compensation  as  head  of 
two  departments,  milling  his  salary,  instead  of 
five  or  six  thousand,  amount  to  ten  or  twelve  thou- 


sand. Congress,  perceiving  that  thi^was  a  great 
abuse,  legislated  on  the  subject,  and  passed  a  law, 
if  my  recollection  serves  me  right,  in  1836  or  1837, 
providing  that  thereafter  this  abuse  of  receiving 
compensation  for  two  offices  at  the  same  time,  shall 
not  be  practised.  You  have,  therefore,  on  the 
statute  book  a  legislative  condemnation  of  the 
practice,  which,  by  this  bill,  you  ai'e  attempting 
to  introduce  again.  If  the  law  is  wrong,  why  not 
repeal  it,  and  go  back  to  the  old  practice  of  allow- 
ing double  salaries,  or  salaries  for  two  offices  at 
the  same  time.''  I  hope  the  vote  will  not  be  re- 
considered. 

The  reading  of  the  report  accompanying  the  bill 
was  asked  for  by  Mr.  Breese,  and  it  was  read  by 
the  Secretary. 

Mr.  BREESE.  The  report  goes  fully  into  the 
merits  of  this  case,  sir.  Itappears  that  Mr.  Moore 
has  been  chief  clerk  of  the  Land  Office  for  about 
five-and-twenty  years, and  thatan  inumense  amount 
of  labor  has  devolved  upon  him  in  consequence  of 
his  discharging  the  duties  of  Commissioner.  It  is 
not  proposed  that  he  shall  have  the  salaries  of  the 
two  offices  given  him,  but  that  he  shall  have  the 
salary  of  a  Commis.sioner,  deducting  that  which 
he  would  be  entitled  to  receive  as  chief  clerk.  If 
this  bill  passes,  he  will  not  receive  compensation 
,for  the  two,  (although,  as  he  performed  the  duties 
of  both  offices,  he  should  receive  coinpensation  for 
both;)  but  as  the  service  Vv'hich  he  rendered  as 
Comniissioner  was  not  continuous,  but  was  per- 
formed at  different  times,  a  few  days  at  a  time,  it 
is  proposed  to  compute  the  amount  of  service  ren- 
dered, and  pay  him  accordingly.  As  chief  clerk, 
Mr.  iVloore  has  been  for  years  exerting  all  his  en- 
ergies to  protect  the  interests  of  the  Government, 
and  has  been  instrumental  in  one  instance  alone, 
without  mentioning  any  other,  of  saving  to  the 
Government  several  thousand  dollars.  I  refer 
to  the  purchase  of  parchment  for  the  use  of  the 
departments;  he  has  saved  more  to  the  Govern- 
ment in  that  one  article  than  all  the  compensation 
which  he  has  received,  and  all  which  it  is  proposed 
to  give  him.  It  seems  but  an  act  of  justice  that 
he  should  receive  compensation  as  a  Commission- 
er; and  I  am  sorry  to  see  any  opposition  offered  to 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT.  I  desire  to  obtain  some 
information,  on  one  point,  of  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Breese.]  The  Senator  has 
referred  to  precedents  allowing  the  salaries  of  two 
different  offices  to  the  same  person,  who  had  per- 
formed the  duties  of  both;  and  if  I  heard  correctly, 
those  precedents  were  slated  in  the  report  of  the 
committee.  I  have  been  able  to  make  but  a  cursory 
perusal  of  the  report  of  the  committee;  but  I  am 
under  the  impression  that  all  the  precedents  there 
referred  to  are  of  allowances  by  the  departments 
in  former  years,  and  not  by  Congress.  There 
is  a  wide  difference.  I  would  inquire  if  there  is  a 
single  instance  in  which  Congress  has  sanctioned 
the  allowance  of  double  salaries.  I  have  under- 
stood they  have  always  refused  it,  and  did  so  in 
President  Monroe's  case.  If  there  is  a  case  of 
such  allowance  by  Congress,  I  hope  it  will  be 
stated.  So  I'ar  from  this  being  the  case,  I  have 
understood  that  the  practice  of  making  such  allow- 
ances as  were  made  so  improperly  to  Mr.  Butler 
and  othei-'s,  had  become  such  an  evil — I  was  about 
to  use  a  harsher  term-^such  an  iniquity,  that,  in 
1842,  Congress  passed  an  act  positively  forbidding 
such  allowance.  Congress  doubtless  acted  on  the 
principle  that  an  officer  owed  all  his  time  to  the 
public  in  the  office  he  regularly  held,  according  to 
the  usages  as  to  the  hours  of  service,  and  that  it 
was  incompatible  for  him  to  hold,  permanently, 
and  do  the  duties  of  another  and  a  different  office 
at  the  same  time.  Pie  should  doubtless  receive  the 
salary  of  the  highest  office  that  he  did  the  duties 
of;  but  the  law  contemplates  that  each  office  is  to 
be  filled  by  a  different  person,  and  the  respective 
duties  done  by  different  persons.  It  is  a  violation 
of  law  for  one  to  fill  both  and  do  the  duties  of  both. 
Officers  are,  and  are  intended  to  be,  checks  on  each 
other.  I  think,  to  make  the  allowance  in  this  case, 
would  be  to  base  it  upon  a  violation  of  law;  and 
besides,  it  would  repudiate  and  disregard  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  act  of  1842,  which  I  think  Congress 
should  rigidly  adhere  to.  It  was  a  wise  and  salu- 
tary law,  and  its  principles  should  not  be  disre- 
garded to  meet  a  special  case. 

Mr.  BREESE.  The  honorable  Senator  is  alto- 
gether mistaken.  The  act  of  1842,  to  which  he 
refers,  was  only   meant  to  prevent  the  treasury 


officers  from  making  compensation  for  the  duties 
of  two  officers.  It  was  all  very  right  for  Congress 
to  forbid  the  officers  of  the  treasury  from  doing  it, 
but  here  is  a  case  that  rests  upon  its  own  merits — 
of  an  individual  who  has  spent  the  best  energies  of 
liis  youth  in  the  service  of  the  Governn>ent,  and 
has  saved  to  the  Government  thousands  and  thou- 
sands of  dollars,  and  who  has  performed  the  duties 
of  Commissioner  of  the  Land  OlTice  faithfully,  and 
at  the  .same  time  the  duties  of  chief  clerk,  labor- 
ing incessantly,  and  dragu:ing.  out  a  ntiserable  ex- 
istence upon  tjie  mere  pittance  of  chief  clerk  of 
that  office.  Sir,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  a  strong  case, 
and  one  which  appeals  powerfully  to  our  favorable 
consideration. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  feel  bound  to  interrupt  this 
discussion  to  ask  the  Senate  to  proceed  with  the 
special  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  BREESE.  I  hope  the  bill  will  be  passed 
over  informally  then,  so  that  it  may  be  taken  up  at 
an  early  day. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  over  informally. 

The  Vice  President  signed  the  enrolled  bill  to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  to  the  barque 
Canton. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  R.  JOHNSON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  exempting  vessels  employed  by  the 
American  Colonization  Society  in  ti-ansporting* 
colored  emigrants  from  the  United  States  to  the 
coast  of  Africa  from  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of 
the  22d  February  and  2d  March,  1847,  regula- 
ting the  carriage  of  passengers  in  merchant  ves- 
sels; which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  without  amendment, 
and  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Ch-dcred,  That  when  the  Senate  adjourns  it  be  to 
Monday  next. 

THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considei-ation,  on  its 
third  reading,  of  the  bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time, 
an  additional  military  force. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  It  would  have  been  agreeable 
to  me  if  I  could  have  deferred  fer  a  few  days  the 
remarks  which  I  propose  to  make  in  reference  to 
the  subject  now  under  consideration  of  the  Senate. 
Like  my  colleague,  however,  I  shall  be  compelled 
to  be  absent  for  a  few  days  on  business,  and  I  have 
therefore  to  throw  myself  on  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate. 

With  much  that  my  colleague  has  said  in  that 
part  of  his  remarks  which  he  addressed  to  the 
Senate  on  the  second  daj',  I  cordially  agree;  but 
there  are  other  points  in  dispute,  upon  which  his 
opinions  and  mine  are  wholly  and  widely  variant. 
I  regret  this  variance,  not  only  because  we  repre- 
sent a  common  constituency,  but  because  I  have 
long  entertained  for  my  colleague  such  high  re- 
spect and  regard,  that  it  is  painful  for  me  to  differ 
with  him  here  on  any  subject,  and  particularly 
painful  to  have  a  collision  of  opinion  upon  a  ques- 
tion of  such  fundamental  importance. 

I  had  occasion,  sir,  at  the  last  session  of  the  Sen- 
ate, to  present  to  this  body  my  views  upon  a  part 
of  this  subject,  and  if  it  had  been  my  colleague's 
purpose  to  controvert  the  position  which  I  then 
assumed,  and  overthrow  the  arguments  which  I 
endeavored  to  sustain,  he  could  not  have  address- 
ed himself  more  directly  to  the  purpose  than  he 
has  done.  Sir,  I  do  not  complain  of  this.  But  it 
is  a  fact  which  compels  me  either  to  abandon  the 
ground  I  have  formerly  taken,  or  to  realTirm  it  and 
sustain  it  as  best  I  may.  Besides,  sir,  the  Legis- 
lature of  my  State  is  now  in  session,  my  term  of 
service  here  is  drawing  to  a  close,  and  it  is  right 
that  I  should  possess  that  body  fully  with  the 
opinions  I  entertain  upon  this  important  subject, 
that  they  may  be  the  better  enabled  to  determine 
in  whose  hands  to  place  the  trust  with  which  I 
have  hitherto  been  honored.  Sir,  I  do  not  shrink 
from  the  issue;  and  I  am  consoled  hy  the  convic- 
tion that  in  the  opinions  which  I  entertain,  and 
which  I  am  about  to  express,  I  but  reflect  the  sense 
of  those  whom  I  represent. 

Like  my  colleague,  I  am  anxious  to  maintain 
the  honor  of  my  country,  to  vindicate  her  reputation 
from  the  least  blemish,  and  particularly  to  rescue 
her  trom  any  probable  charge  of  rapacious  aggres- 
sion, of  grasping  cu|iidity,  and  lust  of  conquest. 
But,  in  my  opinion,  this  cannot  be  done  by  merely 
affirming  the  justice  of  a  war,  in  the  justice  and 
constitutionality  of  which  I  have  no  faith ;  much 
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les3  can  it  be  done  by  sustaining  the  President  in 
*a  course  by  which,  in  my  opinion,  we  should  be 
jiractically  subverting  the  Constitution  ;  wresting 
from  Congress,  to  wiioin  alone  the  Constitution 
has  confided  them,  the  issues  of  war  and  peace; 
making  him  the  supreme  controller  of  alfairs; 
niakinghim,in  fact,  if  welookat  the  mattcrin  view 
of  its  consequences,  the  master  of  our  fate,  and 
the  more  dangerously  so,  because  he  rules,  under 
the  form  of  free  institutions,  in  the  spirit  of  a 
despot. 

Sir,  I  do  not  pretend  to  deny  that  tlie  United 
States  has  just  claims  against  Mexico  for  indem- 
nity due  to  our  citizens  ;  but  I  do  deny  thai  those 
claims  were  the  cause  of  this  war,  or  that  they 
would  be  the  just  cause  of  any  war.  I  deny  that 
they  would  have  justified  Congress  in  declaring 
war  against  Mexico.  Sir,  war  is  a  last  and  direful 
alternative  of  nations,  the  ultima  ratio  rcgtim,  and 
the  last  resort  of  republioe  also.  It  should  never 
be  undertaken  without  an  unavoidable  necessity. 
All  Publicists  tell  us  this.  The  language  of  Vattel 
is,  that  there  must  be  a  clear  right  coupled  with  a 
sort  of  necessity,  and  this  is  consistent  with  the 
principles  of  common  sense  and  humanity. 

Ninv,  let  us  see  what  are  the  causes  which  linve 

Eroduced  this  war.  The  President  has  parac'ed 
efore  us  an  exaicgerated  statement  of  these  claims, 
us  if  they  were  the  causes  of  the  war;  and  yet  he 
nffirms  that  Mexico  brought  on  the  war  by  her  ille- 
gal and  unjust  act  by  slieddins;  American  blood 
upon  American  soil.  Sir,  these  claims  againslMex- 
ico,  for  indemnity  due  to  our  citizens,  have  existed 
for  a  series  of  years,  it  is  true — some  I'or  a  lonu:cr, 
and  others  for  a  shorter  lime.  But  I  ask  if  Mex- 
ico has  resisted  perlinaciously  the  payment  of 
these  claims?  I  ask,  if  the  resistance  or  neglect  to 
pay,  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  is  even  comjiarable  to 
that  which  we  have  experienced  at  the  hands  of 
stronger  nations?  and  1  ask,  if  il  becomes  us  to 
adopt  one  rule  of  right — one  measure  of  patience  in 
regard  to  a  weak  nation,  and  another  rule  of  right, 
and  a  greater  measure  of  patience  in  regard  to  a 
strong  and  hau^-hty  people?  I  trust  there  is  no 
Senator  who  will  not  repel  with  scorn  such  an  im- 
putation. Yet  I  fear  we  are  about  to  forget  the 
rule  of  equality  in  regard  to  this  particular  trans- 
action. 

Now,  in  1839,  Mexico  entered  into  a  convention 
with  us,  by  which  she  agreed  to  fornn  a  commis- 
sion for  the  ascertainment  of  the  claims  due  to  our 
citizens.  That  commission  sat,  and  adjudicated 
many  of  the  claims;  but  being  limited  in  point  of 
time,  they  were  not  all  decided.  Some  of  them, 
not  receiving  the  confirmation  of  the  commission- 
ers, were  referred  to  an  umpire,  who  had  not 
time  tr>  decide,  and  some  were  not  acted  on  at 
all.  "Well,  Mexico  did  not  withhold  from  us  or 
refuse  the  |iayment  of  those  claims  which  were 
admitted  by  the  commissioners.  On  the  contrary, 
she  manifested  a  dispositi(m  to  meet  the  jiay- 
ment  by  levying  forced  coniributions  upon  lier 
citizicns  for  that  purpose,' and  concluded  another 
convention  in  1843,  providing  for  the  organi- 
zation of  another  commission  for  the  adjudica- 
tion of  the  claims  not  settled  by  the  first.  In 
consequence  of  her  embarrassed  condition  and  ex- 
hausted treasury,  Mexico  was  unable  to  make 
payment  of  the  adjudicated  claims  as  stipulated; 
hui  she  eiuered  into  an  arran'^ement  with  General 
Thoinpson,  the  Minister  of  the  United  Slates,  to 
pay  the  claims  by  instalments,  showing  that  slie 
acted  in  good  faith,  and  with  no  disposition  to 
withhold  the  payment.  She  paid  all  the  arrears 
of  mteresl  at  eight  per  cent.,  and  three  instalments 
of  principal;  nor  wa.s  it  until  the  negotiation  of  the 
nmie.vation  treaty,  the  ex[)ulsion  of  Santa  Anna 
fiom  power,  and  his  e.xile  from  Mexico,  that  they 
failed  to  make  the  payments.  Whether  annexa- 
tion was  ihc  cause  of  such  failure,  or  wliether  it 
tiro.se  from  their  inability  to  pay,  I  cannot  under- 
take 10  say;  but  I  think  the  latter  the  more  prob- 
able cause.  One  thing  is  certain,  that  Mexico 
made  great  efforts;  and  if  she  did  not  make  punc- 
tual payments,  it  was  rather  to  be  attributed  to  her 
(listrrsscd  condition  than  to  any  want  of  faith. 
Well,  who  is  there  who  does  not  recollect  that  we 
our.selve3  have  been  drlin(|uent  in  this  way  in 
reference  to  the  claims  of  Great  Britain  against  us? 
I  refer  to  the  debts  due  the  liritish  merchants,  re- 
cognized by  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  not  paid,  I  be- 
lieve, for  twenty  years  after  that  dale.  I  remem- 
ber too,  sir,  that  our  claims  a^'ainst  Great  Britain 
for  the  negroes  carried  off  at  the  close  of  the  war 


ofl812,  were  not  settled  finally  till  1836,  although 
provided  for  in  the  treaty  of  peace.  Who  does 
nol  recollect  the  claims  for  spoliation  by  Naples 
and  Denmark,  and  the  more  remarkable  case  of 
spoliations  by  France,  the  most  flagrant  of  all — 
commhted  in  the  wantonness  of  power — in  very 
scorn  of  our  rights — without  the  slightest  justifica- 
tion, and  ]5ersisted  in,  repeated,  and  boldly  defend- 
ed with  the  most  olTensive  effrontery,  and  yet 
endured  by  this  countiy  through  successive  ad- 
ministralions  from  ISOG  until  1831— when  a  dis- 
tinguished gentleman,  who  was  formerly  a  mem 
bcr  of  this  body,  [Mr.  Rives,  of  Virginia,]  nego- 
tiated the  treaty  of  indemnity;  and  then  France, 
adding  further  wrong  to  the  heaped  up  injury 
which  we  had  sustained  so  patiently,  withhelti  the 
payment  of  the  rnoney  for  four  years  longer? 
General  Jackson  did  indeed,  in  1835,  address 
Congress  on  the  subject,  and  suggest  reprisals  as 
a  proper  mode  of  redress;  and  he  asked  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars  to  be  placed  at  his  disposal  to  en- 
able him  to  act  as  circumstances  might  require. 
But  Congress  neither  adopted  his  recommendation 
of  reprisals,  nor  voted  him  the  three  millions,  and 
the  Senate  chose  rather  to  allow  the  defeat  of  the 
fortification  bill. 

Sir,  France  was  not  feeble;  her  treasury  was 
not  exhausted.  She  was  the  most  elastic  IPower 
in  Europe,  as  was  manifested  by  her  immense 
payments  made  to  the  allies  after  the  restoration  of 
the  Bourbons.  Yet,  sir,  we  submitted  to  all  this 
from  France;  and  it  was  only  in  1835  that  we  re- 
covered from  her  the  indemnity  thai  was  due  for 
spoliations  committed  in  1806  and  1813.  Neither 
was  the  indemnity  which  we  obtained  from  her  a 
complete  and  full  one.  Il  was  a  partial  and  imper- 
fect indemnity.  Our  robbed  merchants  got  only 
a  dividend  of  their  claims.  And  yet  we  talk  of 
violaled  honor;  and  the  President  rants  about  our 
claims  against  Mexico — some  of  them,  by  the  by, 
of  a  very  questionable  character — some  of  them, 
in  fact,  grossly  fraudulent,  as  I  have  been  in- 
formed by  a  distinguished  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  and  such  as  never  could  be  properly 
demanded  by  our  Government  under  the  treaty 
with  Mexico.  I  speak  of  those  contracts  for  land 
upon  which  enormous  demands  for  indemnity  were 
founded,  which  demands  this  Government  was 
asked  to  enforce.  Sir,  take  il  altogether,  and  I  do 
say  that  there  never  was  urged  in  a  legislative  body 
so  unreasonable  a  proposition  as  that  it  is  just  and 
necessary  to  wage  a  war  for  the  mere  procrastina- 
tion of  payment  of  claims  like  these  against  a  weak 
and  impoverished  Governnnent.  And  yet  this  is 
urged  as  though  it  was  a  sufficient  cause  for  war; 
when  everybody  knows,  who  reflects  at  all  upon 
the  matter,  that  such  has  never  been  heretofore 
re,<;;arded  as  a  justifiable  cause  of  war.  No,  sir;  I 
will  tell  you  what  was  the  cause  of  this  war:  il 
was  the  unauthorized  act  of  the  President  in  taking 
possession  of  territory  to  which  this  country  had 
no  title,  to  which  Congress  had  nol  aulhorizecl 
him  to  make  claim,  and  against  making  a  claim 
for  which  they  had  warnedhim  by  the  very  terms 
of  the  resolution  of  annexation. 

Sir,  rny  colleague  has  gone  fully  into  this  ques- 
tion, and  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  thought  he  had 
dcrnonstratcd  the  correctness  of  his  position;  but 
he  took  good  care  not  to  mention  the  Mexican 
clairns  as  being  the  cause  of  the  war.  He  did  not 
consider  that  they  were  the  cause  of  the  war, 
however  much  the  President  paraded  them  in  his 
messages. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     I  never  thought  they  were. 

Mr.  PEAIICE.  But  he  put  it  upon  the  ground 
that  this  Government  was  bound  to  vindicate  its 
title  to  the  territory  up  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  he 
cites  a  variety  of  facts  which,  as  he  thinks,  belong 
to  the  consideralion  of  this  question,  and  which, 
in  his  opinion,  are  conclusive.  Well,  now  1  think, 
that  the  facts  which  he  has  cited — some  of  them  at 
loast — do  not  belong  to  the  consideration  of  the 
question,  and  that  neither  one  nor  all  of  them  arc 
conclusive.  I  think  I  can  demonstrate  this,  and 
that  I  can  show,  on  the  other  side,  facts  which  are 
strong  a.s  chains  of  adamant.  1  pass  over  that  part 
of  his  speech  in  which  my  colleague  speaks  of  the 
revolution  of  Texas.  Nobody  doubts  the  gallantry 
of  those  citizens  of  Texas  who  achieved  their  in- 
dependence. Sir,  as  far  as  their  gallantry  is  con- 
cerned, their  spirit  of  heroic  adventure,  their  bold 
and  daring  exposure  of  life,  I  believe  there  is 
nothing  to  surpass  it.  Nobody  questions  their 
right  to  revolt  from  Mexico  to  establish  un  inde- 


I  pendent  government,  and  to  claim  all  the  territory 
[  over  which  they  could  extend  and  enforce  their 
i  jurisdiction.     But  my  colleague  says: 

"  The  boundixiies  ofCoaliiiila  and  Texa*.  a?  these  depart- 
[  mentswecc  laid  otTinto  one  Slute  by  ihecnnstitiition  of  1824, 
I  \\:is  the  Nueces,  runnine  for  upwards  of  one  hundred  miles 
up  that  stream,  and  then  hy  a  line  across  from  that  point  to 
the  Rio  Grande.  Tlie  territory  helow  that  line,  between  the 
Nui'ces  and  the  Rio  Grande,  was  a  part  of  the  State  of  Tam- 
aulipas,  Tainaulipas  granted  it  to  various  individuals  by 
what  were  called  colony-grants,  under  which  many  settle- 
ments were  made." 

I  make  no  objection  to  this  statement,  sir;  I 
only  desire  to  add  something  to  it,  to  make  it  a 
little  more  specific.  In  18:24,  the  departments  of 
Coahuila  and  Texas  were  united,  wiiliout  change 
of  their  former  boundaries,  provisionally,  as  one 
State — it  being  understood,  that  when  Texas  had 
strength  and  population  enougTi,  she  should  be 
made  a  separate  State. 

The  united  Stateof  Coahuila  and  Texas  ran  across 
the  Rio  Grande,  but  the  boimdary  of  Texas  proper 
never  did;  her  limits  stopped  at  the  Nueces.  My 
colleague  went  on  to  refer  to  the  treaty  to  which 
Santa  Anna  was  a  party ,^t  the  time  he  was  pris- 
oner in  Texas;  and  he  relied  upon  the  authority 
of  that  miscalled  treaty  as  conclusive. 

Sir,  my  colleague  is  a  distinguished  lawyer;  he 
stands  at  the  head  of  his  profession  in  Maryland, 
and  that  is  praise  enough  for  any  man.  He  is  the 
successor,  sir,  of  Martin,  Pinkney,  and  Wirt,  and 
wears  their  mantle  gracefully.  But  I  must  ex- 
press my  utter  astonishment  at  hearing  from  him, 
that  this  miscalled  treaty  between  Santa  Anna  and 
the  Texas  authorities  is  conclusive  on  the  ques- 
tion of  boundary.  Why,  sir,  it  was  no  treaty  at 
all.  Santa  Anna  was  a  prisoner;  and  if  he  had 
not  been,  we  all  know  that  the  constitution  of 
Mexico  contains  a  provision,  that  when  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Republic  is  at  the  head  of  the  army, 
his  civil  functions  cease.  He  was  in  captivity; 
and  if  he  had  not  been,  he  would  have  had  no  au- 
thority to  conclude  a  treaty  under  the  constitution 
of  his  country,  which  is  like  our  own  in  that  re- 
spect. A  treaty,  when  signed,  requires  ratification 
by  the  Senate;  and  a  treaty  made  by  Santa  Anna 
was  of  no  more  value  than  blank  paper.  Il  might 
have  had  a  moral  obligation  as  far  as  he  himself 
was  concerned;  but  it  had  not  even  a  legal  obliga- 
tion upon  himself,  having  been  exiorteel  by  duress. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to 
inquire  whether  he  refers  to  the  constitution  of 
1834? 

Mr.  PEARCE.  Will  the  Senator  have  the  kind- 
ness to  inform  me  whether  there  was  any  other 
constitution  ? 

Mr.  F®0TE.  The  Senator  can  answer  my  in- 
quiry, or  not,  as  he  pleases. 

Mh-.  PEARCE.  I  am  nol  furnished  with  any 
information  as  to  any  new  constitution.  I  believe 
there  was  none.  The  constitution  of  1824  was  said 
to  be  overthrown,  because  its  federal  character  was 
abolished  and  the  central  form  substituted.  Il  was 
nol  abolished  in  the  whole,  but  only  changed  in 
part,  and  therefore  this  provision  remained  in  full 
force.  If  il  were  not  so,  and  the  whole  constitu- 
tion were  destioyed,  then  Santa  Anna  had  no  con- 
stitutional power  at  all,  and  could  in  no  manner 
bind  his  country.'' 

Mr.  JOHNSbxN,  of  Maryland.  Whei-e  do  you 
reati  from  ? 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  read  from  a  work  entitled 
"Texas  and  the  Texans,"  which  1  understand  to 
be  the  production  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi, 
and  one  which  I  have  read  with  great  pleasure: 

"  That  the  President  Santa  Anna,  in  his  official  character 
as  cliief  of  tiie  Mexican  nation,  and  the  Generals  Don  Vin- 
cente  Fillsola,  Don  Jose  Ure;4,  Don  .loaquin  lianiires  y 
Sesma,  and  Don  Antonio  Gaona,  as  chiefs  of  armies,  do 
solemnly  acknowiedjse,  sanction,  and  ratify, the  full,  entire, 
and  perfect  independence  of  the  Uepublic  of  Texas,  wiili 
such  boundaries  as  are  hereafter  set  forih  and  aLrrced  upon 
for  Out  same.  .And  they  do  solemnly  and  respeotively  pledge 
tlieni-clves,  wilh  all  their  personalaiid  oliicial  attriliiilts,  lo 
procure,  without  dclav,  the  final  and  complete  raliliratlon 
andconfirmaiionof  this  a2i('enienl,an<l  all  the  parts  iheieof, 
hy  the  proper  and  legitimate  Gnvernnient  of  Me.vico,  by  the 
incorporalion  of  the  same  into  a  solemn  and  perpetual  treaty 
of  Hinitv  ami  commerce,  to  be  nepotiated  with  that  Govern- 
ment, a't  the  city  of  Mexico,  hy  ministers  plenipotentiary  to 
be  diputed  by  liie  Governnient  of  Texas  for  this  high  pur- 
pose." 

Why,  I  say,  upon  the  very  fice  of  the  instru- 
inenl  itself,  it  was  not  a  treaty.  It  was  nothing  else 
than  the  personal  obligation  of  Santa  Anna  to 
procure  the  adoption  of  such  a  treaty  by  the  legiti- 
mate authority.  Now,  allow  me  lo  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  tlie  opinion  of  General  La- 
mar.   I  understand  that  Santa  Anna  was  a  pris- 
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oner  in  tlie  hands  of  the  Texans,  and  they  were 
deliberating  whether  they  should  shoot  him  a-la- 
Mexique,  try  him  for  offences  against  the  laws  of 
ci-vilized  war,  or  send  him  back  to  Mexico.  Now, 
what  says  General  Lamar  in  the  paper  addressed 
by  him  to  President  Burnet? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  What  is  the  date  of  that  let- 
ter ? 

Mr.  PEA.RCE.  It  is  a  letter  from  General  La- 
mar, the  Secretary  of  War  of  Texas,  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  Cabinet  of  Texas,  and  dated  12tli  May, 
1846: 

*  *  *  "Wliat?ooS  can  tlieyliope  to  result  from  an 
extorted  treaty i"  General  Santa  Anna  is  our  prisoner  of 
war,  and,. as  such,  may  be  ready  to  enter  into  .any  agreement 
wliicli  our  ripfhts  may  require  or  our  selfi>luiess  exact;  but 
when  restored  to  liberty  and  power,  will  he  feel  any  oblii^a- 
tion  to  comply  with  iT^rms  which  life  had  no  agency  in  dic- 
tating? What  he  assents  to  whilst  a  prisoner  he  may  reject 
vv'.oen  a  freeman.  Indeed,  the  idea  of  treating  with  a  man 
in  our  power,  who  views  freedom  in  acquiescetioe  and  deatli 
in  opposition,  seems  to  me  more  worthy  of  ridicule  than  refu- 
tation. *■■  *  '  With  me  such  pledges  are  lighter  than  the 
'moonshine's  watery  bi'am.'  I  trn-i  them  as  I  would  '.a 
dicer's  oaths.'  But,  indepn^cnt  of  this  consideration,  it 
may  be  very  well  doubted  wlfeilier  Santa  Anna,  with  every 
disposition  to  fulfil  any  agreement  which  he  may  now  enter 
Into,  will,  on  his  return  to  Miwico,  have  the  power  to  do  it. 
It  was  public  opinion  which  drove  liim  into  war  with  Tex.as, 
and  the  same  public  sentiment,  on  his  arrival  at  home,  may 
keep  him  in  the  attitude  of  avowed  if  not  of  actual  hostility  to 
thiscountry.  *  *  *  The  advantage  proposed  to  be  g:ilned 
from  his  supposed  or  probable  integrity  cannot,  of  conse- 
quence, be  realized,  even  with  every  willingness  on  his  part 
to  redeem  his  pledges.  I  doubt  not  in  the  lea^t  that  as  soon 
as  the  news  ofhis  dsfeat  and  imprisonment  shall  be  sounded 
Within  the  walls  of  Mexico,  that  instant  will  be  lost  all  his 
authority  in  tlie  Jand,as  he  has  long  since  lost  the  .affec- 
tions ofhis  people.  He  will  be  powerless  either  for  good  or 
ill.  I  am,  therefore,  decidedly  opposed  to  all  negotiation  or 
arrangements  with  him  ;  first,  because  lie  is  a  prisoner,  and 
not  free  to  act;  secondly,  because  he  is  faithless  and  un- 
worthy of  confidence;  and  ihlrdly,  because  of  the  great  cer- 
tninty  of  his  inability  to  fulfil  his  promises,  even  vvith  the 
desire  to  do  it." 

Well,  but  my  colleague  says  that  Texas  fulfilled 
the  contract  on  her  part,  General  Filisola  accepted 
it,  and  marched  his  men  back  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
&c.  So  he  did;  but  that  did  not  constitute  it  a 
treaty,  General  Filisola  not  being  the  ratifying 
power. 

It  might  have  been  an  appeal  to  Santa  Anna''s 
honor;  it  undoubtedly  was  so;  but  as  a  treaty,  it 
liad  no  obligations;  it  was  a  treaty  made  by  a  cap- 
tive, and  ratified  by  a  runaway;  and  I  take  it,  sir, 
that  no  validity  will  be  ascribed  to  it  by  any  fair 
man  who  understands  the  facts. 

My  colleague  next  relies,  sir,  on  the  action  of 
the  Texan  Congress  regarding  the  boundary  of  the 
State,  and  says,  that  they  passed  a  law  describing 
the  Rio  Grande  as  the  boundary.  I  should  like  to 
know  how  the  mere  act  of  the  Congress  or  Legisla- 
ture of  any  country,  can  authorize  the  fixing  their 
boundaries  where  they  please  to  put  them  on  pa- 
per; how  the  declaration  of  any  Congress  orGov- 
ernment^ian  make  a  right  or  authorize  a  claim  in 
such  a  case.  It  can  do  nothing  more  than  assert 
a  claim;  and  I  venture  to  go  a  little  further,  and 
say  that,  I  presume  that  in  the  case  of  Texas,  it 
was  not  done  bona  fide.  They  did  not  deem  that 
.  they  were  to  take  in  Santa  Fe,  or  any  of  the  val- 
ley of  the  Rio  Grande.  They  claimed  a  great  deal 
of  territory  in  order  to  secure  a  part. 

Sir,  I  do  not  make  this  statement  from  any  per- 
sonal knowledge  that  I  have,  but  I  will  refer  to  the 
authority  of  an  honorable  Senator  here,  and  I  beo- 
leave  to  read  from  a  speech  made  by  the  honorable 
Mr.  Ashley,  at  the  second  session  of  the  28th 
Congress: 

"  And  here  I  will  add,  that  the  present  boundaries  of  Tex- 
as— I  learn  from  Judge  Ellis,  the  Pre.=ident  of  the  convention 
that  formed  the  constitulion  of  Texas,  and  also  a  member  of 
the  first  Legislature  under  that  constitution — wore  fixed,  as 
they  now  are,  solely  and  professedly  wilh  a  view  of  having  a 
Inrge  margin  in  the  negotiation  with.  Mexico,  and  not  with 
the  expectation  of  retaining  them  as  they  now  exist  in  their 
statute  book." 

Sir,  this  authority  is  worth  all  my  colleague's 
array  of  proofs.  But  my  colleague  says,  that  after 
the  retreat  of  Filisola  across  the  river.  General 
Rusk,  who  was  still  at  the  head  of  the  army  of 
Texas,  and  stationed  at  the  Gaudaloupe, ordered 
the  families  between  that  [larl  and  the  Rio  Grande 
to  retire  to  his  rear,  or  to  remove  to  the  western 
bank  of  the  river.  The  most  of  them  did  retire  to 
his  rear,  but  many  of  the  Mexicans  preferred  to 
cross  the  river  and  .settle  on  the  opposite  side. 
Now,  sir,  how  was  this  taking  possession  of  the 
couniry.'  You  may  make  a  solitude,  and  c.tH  it 
peace;  or  you  may  enTpty  a  country  of  its  popula- 
tion, and  call  it  occupancy  or  possession;  but  you 


acquire  no  right  by  the  misapplication  of  terms. 
The  portion  of  the  people  friendly  to  Texas  with- 
drew to  the  rear  of  General  Rusk — that  is,  beyond 
the  Guadaloupe,  which  is  further  east,  even,  than 
the  Nueces.  Certainly  they  wei-e  not  taking  pos- 
session of  the  country  which  they  thus  abandoned. 
Certainly  they  were  not  occupying  the  valley  of 
the  Rio  Grande,  when  they  fled  from  it  to  the  east 
of  the  Guadaloupe  to  avoid  the  hoirors  of  a  border 
war.  So  the  Mexican  population  withdrew  to  the 
western  bank  of  the  river,  and  the  country  was 
deserted. 

But  my  colleague  rests  his  argument  upon  the 
ground,  that  if  Texas  had  not  actual  possession,  she 
had  it  potentially,  as  Doctor  .Tohnson  would  have 
said — that  is,  that  she  had  the  power  to  occupy  it. 
Well,  sir,  I  deny  that  the  power  to  take  possession 
would  give  a  constructive  possession.  It  is  not  a 
legal  position  that  can  be  maintained.  As  between 
individuals,  actual  possession  of  every  acre  of  a  tract 
of  land  is  not  necessary  to  a  right.  If  we  have  the 
title  to  the  whole,  and  the  actual  possession  of  a 
part,  the  residue  not  being  possessed  by  another, 
the  actual  po.sscssion  of  a  part  will  operate  the 
constructive  possession  of  the  whole.  It  is  so 
with  nations.  But  Texas  had  no  right  by  pos- 
session, as  I  shall  demonstrate  to  be  the' cage;  and 
the  mere  power  to  possess,  if  she  had  been  able  f« 
take  and  maintain  possession,  which  I  do  not  ad- 
mit, would  not  give  a  constructive  possession.  A 
right  to  the  whole,  coupled  with  a  possession  of  a 
part,  would  answer.  But  Texas  was  a  revolu- 
tionary government,  and  could  not  divest  the  title 
of  Tamaulipas  and  other  Mexican  States  to  the 
lands  lying  within  their  respective  and  undoubted 
limits,  except  by  taking  and  holding  possession. 
This  she  never  did,  either  by  her  settlers  or  her 
soldiers,  for  the  occasional  passage  of  troops  across 
the  country  was  not  possession;  and,  in  fact,  the 
Mexicans  crossed  it  thus,  as  well  as  the  Texans. 
Predatory  excursions  and  border  forays  were 'never 
held  to  make  a  possession. 

But  my  colleague  says  that  General  Rusk,  for 
the  purpose  of  facilitating  the  removal  of  those 
oceupying  the  country  and  of  watching  the  move- 
ments of  the  Mexican  army,  and  preparatory  to 
an  advance  upon  Matamoros,  despatched  General 
Felix  Huston  with  a  sufficient  farce  to  take  pos- 
session of  Corpus  Christi;  and  that  was  done. 
This  was  true,  sir;  and  this  is  a  good  point — I  mean 
as  to  the  right  of  Texas  up  to  that  limit,  which, 
indeed,  I  freely  admit  to  have  been  the  frontier  of 
Te.xas.  Beyond  this  they  did  not  go;  beyond  this 
they  had  no  possession,  in  the  legitimate  sense  of 
the  word;  and  therefore  I  deny  that  the  establish- 
ment of  the  port  at  Corpus  Christi  established  the 
claim  of  Texas  up  to  the  Rio  Grande. 

Texas  had  no  establishments  there;  she  had 
erected  no  forts;  she  had  no  civil  officers  in  that 
country — no,  I  believe,  not  so  much  as  a  justice  of 
the  peace  or  a  constable.  But  it  is  said,  as  proof 
of  possession  of  this  country,  that  at  an  election 
held  at  Corpus  Christi  in  1842,  certain  settlers 
came  from  the  disputed  territory  and  voted.  And 
it  is  asserted  that  Texas  thereby  and  then  estab- 
lished her  authority — not  where  they  voted,  but 
where  they  did  not  vote.  Well,  I  assert  exactly 
the  reverse,  and  I  ask  whether,  if  her  authority 
had  been  established  on  the  Rio  Grande,  she  would 
have  required  her  citizens  to  travel  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  to  give  their  votes .'  Why,  if  Texas 
had  established  any  authority  or  jurisdiction  on 
the  Rio  Grande,  she  would  at  least  have  had  the 
election  so  held  as  to  accommodate  these  poor  fel- 
lows who  were  so  desirous  of  exercising  their  elec- 
tive franchise.  Now,  I  care  not  whether  these 
people  went  to  Corpus  Christi  to  vote  or  not;  no- 
body knows  who  they  were  or  whence  they  came, 
how  they  were  induced  to  come,  whether  they 
■  were  the  poor  fishermen  of  Padre  Island,  or  strag- 
gling herdsmen  who  attended  their  flocks  like  the 
Nomades  of  the  eastern  world.  The  whole  thing 
wants  precision  to  make  it  valuable  as  a  fact;  and 
if  Texas  had  not  even  an  election  precinct  on  the 
Rio  Grande  country,  that  of  itself  is  sufficient  proof 
that  she  had  no  establishment  there  which  could 
constitute  possession. 

The  other  fact  which  my  colleague  cites  as  an 
authority  to  prove  the  right  of  Texas  is  what  he 
slated,  on  the  authority  of  the  Senator  from  Tex- 
as, that  certain  )iurc.hasers  of  the  colony-grants  of 
Tamaulipas  had  then  deeds  recorded  in  Texas. 
We  do  not  know  where  they  were  executed  and 
acknowledged.     This,  too,  wiints  precision,  de- 


tail, and  finish,  to  give  it  certainty  and  make  it 
available.  But  suppose  that  be  so,  and  what  does 
it  amount  to  more  than  this,  that  some  shrewd, 
hedging  fellows,  knowing  that  the  couniry  was 
claimed  by  Texas,  and  supposing  that  it  might 
one  day  be  acquired  by  it,  thought  it  prudent  to 
have  these  deeds  recorded  in  Texas,  as  well  prob- 
ably as  at  Matamoros,  as  future  evidence  of  their 
title.  The  fact,  indeed,  is  stated  a  little  too  broad- 
ly, for  it  is  said  this  was  done  as  far  back  as  1834, 
when,  in  fact,  the  revolution  in  Texas  only  took 
place  in  1835.  At  all  events,  assuming  the  fact  in 
its  fullest  extent,  it  only  proves  that  Texas  had  no 
clerks  nor  record  officers  in  this  region  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  breadth. 

My  colleague  says  that  no  Mexican  authorities 
were  to  be  found  there,  and  that  Mexico  had  lost 
the  right  she  once  had.  Now  I  propose  to  refer 
to  a  few  authorities  to  show  you  the  other  side  of 
the  question;  and  I  think  that  these  authorities 
cannot  be  overthrown.  I  shall  invoke  first  the  au- 
thority of  the  Senator  from  Missouri^,  whose  elab- 
orate research,  and  whose  accurate  and  mi^iute 
information  have  been  the  boast  of  his  friends  and 
the  admiration  of  his  opponents.  Now,  let  me 
read  from  a  speech  made  by  that  Senator  after  the 
formation  of  the  annexation  treaty.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  he  introduced  a  bill  for  the  annex- 
ation of  Texas,  and  in  that  bill  he  submitted  sev- 
eral propositions  as  the  bases  of  his  proposed 
arrangement.  Here  is  what  he  says  on  the  subject 
of  boundary: 

"The  bill  which  I  ask  leave  to  bring  in,  besides  autho- 
rizing and  requesting  the  President  to  treat  with  Mexico  and 
Texas  for  an  adjustment  of  bcmndaries,  and  for  the  annex.a- 
tion  of  the  latter  to  the  North  American  Union,  proposes 
some  bases  for  the  treaties  exp-^cted  to  be  made.  Boundary 
is  one  of  these  ;  and  in  this  the  basis  conforms  to  the  geo- 
graphical divisions  of  the  country — to  our  natural  and  proper 
limits — to  the  line  first  indicated  in  President  Jackson's 
proposition,  .as  communicated  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr. 
l^oinsett  in  1829;  and  it  conforms  to  the  boundary  desig- 
nated in  Mr.  Randolph's  report  in  1803,  anil  to  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Refiresentatlves,  adopted  in  pursuance  to' 
that  report,  and  already  re.ad  to  the  Senate.  Leaving  the 
Rio  Grande  and  .all  it<  valley  and  waters  to  the  Mexicans, 
and  the  Mississippi  valley  and  all  its  waters  to  the  United 
Slates,  it  proposes  tojbllow  the  mountain  heights  from  near 
the  South  Pass,  in  the  Rocky  Mo\int>iin-,  called  Fremoiit'3 
Pass,  in  themapoftheTopograplircal  IJnre.au,  along  the  Sier- 
ra Oliscura,  (fJark  Mountain,)  until  it  subsides  into  a  plain 
as  it  approaches  the  Gulf  of  Mexico;  and  then  reaching  the 
Gulf  by  a  line  in  the  desert  prairie  to  the  west  of  the  Rio 
Nueces,  (Walnut  river.)  This  is  the  boundary  between  the 
United  Stales  and  Mexico  pointed  out  by  the  finger  of 
Nature,  agreed  upon  by  eminent  statesmen,  as  proper  for 
Mexico  as  for  ourselves,  and  written  down  In  the  bonk  of 
fate,  .and  the  law  of  nature,  as  the  true  and  permanent  bound- 
ary bi.'tween  the  two  first  Powers  of  the  New  World. 
Soon  or  late,  that  boundary  will  be  establi-hed. 

"  The  Rio  Grande  del  Norte  (Great  River  of  the  North)  is 
a  Mexican  river  by  position  and  possession,  .and  to  the  Mex- 
icans in.ay  it  forever  belong.  The  Mississippi,  and  all  its 
waters,  are  ours,  and  to  us  ilie  dismembered  parts  must  re- 
turn. The  country  east  of  the  Nueces,  (and  including  it.) 
from  position,  geographical  affinities,  soil,  products,  and 
natural  dependence,  is  appurtenant  to  the  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and-  must  and  will  go  where  congruity  and  homo- 
geneity attract  it.  No  wise  man.  in  an  age  of  commerce, 
wants  a  great  river  (beyond  its  natural  frontier)  for  a  national 
boundary;  it  is  a  boundary  fruitful  of  expense,  and  of  every 
species  of  collision  and  collusion.  A  mountain  and  a  desert 
plain  is  far  better;  and  these  we  have  between  us  and  Mex- 
ico; and  it  would  be  just  as  unwise  for  us  to  project  a  seg- 
ment, or  a  salient  angle,  of  our  I'rontler  .across  this  plain  and 
moimtain  into  the  natural  limits  of  Mexico,  as  it  would  be_ 
in  her  to  make  the  same  projection  of  a  segment,  or  angle  of 
herself,  across  the  same  plain  and  mountain,  into  our  natu- 
ral dominion." 

Sir,  it  is  not  in  the  Senate  only  that  this  doctrine 
has  been  announced.  I  find  a  distinguished  mem- 
ber in  the  other  House,  in  a  report  made  by  him 
in  regard  to  the  Texas  question,  made  an  important 
confession. 

On  the  3d  of  January,  1845,  Mu,  C.  .7.  Iktger- 
soLL,  in  his  report,  said: 

"  The  stupendous  deserts  between  the  Nueces  and  the 
Rravo  rivers  are  the  natural  boundaries  between  the  Anglo- 
Sa.xon  and  Mauritanian  races.  There  ends  the  Valley  of 
the  West— there  Mexico  begins." 

This  is  the  opinion  of  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  AfTiiirs  of  the  other  House. 
Now  let  me  turn  to  another  authority.  I  propose 
to  read  from  a  letter  from  Mr.  Donaldson,  our 
Charge  d'Adaires  at  Texas,  to  Mr.  Buchanan, 
Secretary  of  Stale: 

"  It  is  the  policy  of  those  who  are  on  the  side  of  Mexico 
in  the  present  crisis  to  throw  upon  the  United  States  the  rc- 
sp'insibilitvof  a  war  for  the  country  ht'tweiMi  the  N'ueees 
anil  the  Rio  Grande.  That  territory,  vou  are  aware,  has  been 
ill  the  possessign  of  bnth  parties.  Texas  ha<  held  in  peace 
Corpus  Cbri-ti.  Mixico  ha.  held  Santiago.  Hotli  pirties 
have  had  occasional  pessession  of  Loreilo,  anil  other  higher 
points.  ,  ,    ,   , 

"  Mexico,  howavcr,  lias  threatened  a  renewal  of  the  war 
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for  tlin  whole  of  Tcxiis,  if  she  accepts  tlia  proposals  for  an- 
noxnlioii  to  the  Union.     If  she  undertakes  such  an  cxpedi- 
tioii,  shr  of  course  puts  upon  the  hazard  of  war  the  whole  | 
claim,  and  gives  U5  the  risht  of  sniw^  not  only  to  the  Kio  | 
Grande,  hut  wherever  elsewi-  may  please."  \ 

At  |Ki£ce  78  of  the  same  document,  in  a  letter  of 
Mr.  Donaldson,  lo  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Texas, 
I  find  this:  ; 

'•  yiv  position  is,  that  we  can  hold  Corpus  Christi,  and  all 
ottiT  p'ints  up  the  Nueces.     If  attacked,  the  rij;litofde-  i 
fence  will  authorize  us  to  e.xpcl  the  Me.\icans  to  the  Rio  j 
Grande. 

'•  It  is  liptterfor  us  to  await  the  attack  than  run  the  risk  of  | 
embarrassing  the  question  of  antie.xation  wiili  the  coiise-  i 
CiUPiices  of  imniediati;  posses>ion  of  the  territory  to  tlie  Rio  \ 
Grande.     You  will  find  lliat  I  have  guarded  every  point." 

He  had  no  idea  of  the  advance  of  the  army  to  | 
the  Rio  Grande,  or  of  an  attack  upon  Mexico.  He  i 
appears  to  have  acted  with  such  caution  and  pru-  i 
dence  as  became  his  position.  "The  rigiit  of  de- 
fence would  authorize  us  to  expel  the  Mexicans  to  ij 
the  Rio  Grande."  Sir,  liow  expel  the  Mexicans  || 
to  the  Rio  Grande,  if  Texas  had  possession  up  to  [j 
that  river.'  Here  you  have  the  authority  of  your  u 
own  negotiator  for  tiie  fact,  that  Mexico  held  this  | 
territory  and  not  Texas.  But  you  have  the  same  | 
autliority  in  a  dozen  places.     Again:  j 

':'i'he  occupation  of  the  coinitty  between  the  Nueces  and  | 
tis  Rio  Graiidi',  you  are  aware,  is  a  disputed  question. 
Texas  holds  Corpiis  Christi— Mexico  holds  the  Brazos  dc 
Santi:i3o,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande.  The  threat- 
ened invasion,  liowever,  of  T(^\as,  is  founded  upon  the  as- 
eumption  that  she  lias  no  territory  independent  of  Mexico. 

"Yon  can  safely  hold  possession  ol  Cor|)UsCliiisti  and  all 
other  points  up  the  Nueces;  and  if  Mr;xieo  attempt  to  dis- 
lodgi!  you,  drive  ln'r  beyond  the  Rio  Grande." 

Mr.  JOHXSON.     Disputed  question. 

Mi-.  PEARCE.  "Disputed  question."  Soil 
was,  sir.  And  while  it  was  a  disputed  question, 
lie  s'lows  wiiat  part  was  in  possession  of  Texas 
and  what  part  in  possession  of  Mexico: 

"  You  will  have  observed,  that  in  my  corre-pondence  with 
this  Government,  there  has  been  no  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion of  limits  between  Mexico  and  Texas.  The  joint  reso- 
lution of  our  Con^MCfS  left  the  question  an  open  one, 
and  the  prelimin  try  proposition  made  by  this  Government, 
under  the  au  pices'of  tlie  British  and  French  Governments, 
as  the  basis  of  a  definite  treaty  with  Mexico,  left  the  ques- 
tion in  the  same  state.  And  altliou^'h  this  Government  has 
since  indicated  a  point  on  tlie  Rio  Giai^e  for  the  occupation 
of  our  troops,  T  did  not  consider  this  circumstance  as  var.ving 
the  question,  since  the  President,  but  a  few  weeks  bt-fore, 
issued  a  proclamation  susp  ndin;;  lio-tilities  between  Texas 
and  Mexico,  the  practical  effect  of  which  was  to  leave  the 
question  nrteisely  a-i  it  stood  when  our  joint  resolution 
passed^Mexico  in  posscsrion  of  one  portion  of  the  terri- 
tory, and  Texas  of  another.  *  *  *  'J'h(' proclamation  of 
a  truce  between  the  two  nations,  founded  on  prop:>sitions 
inutunliy  aci-eptahle  to  tiiem,  leavirii;  the  question  ol  bound- 
ary not  only  aji  opun  one,  but -Mexico  in  possession  of  the 
east  bank  of  f  lie  Rio  Grande,  .<:eem;'d  to  me  ineonsi  tent  with 
the  evpect  ition  that,  in  defince  of  the  claim  of  Texas,  our 
troops  shonl<l  march  immediately  lo  that  river.  What  the 
Executivi!  of  Texas  had  determined  not  to  tiirbt  for,  but  to 
fierile  b^  ne:;i)tiation,  to  say  the  le  ist  of  it.  could  as  well  be 
left  to  the  United  States  on  the  same  condilioiis.    *     *     * 

"  I  at  once  decided  that  we  shoidd  take  no  such  position, 
but  >hnuld  regard  only  as  within  the  limits  of  our  protection 
that  |)onion  of  territory  actually  possessed  by  Texas,  and 
which  she  did  not  consider  subject  lo  negotiation." 

If  it  liad  l)cen  in  llie  occupation  of  Texas,  would 
she  have  been  obliged  to  fight  for  it.'  Sir,  the  in- 
consistency is  too  palpable  to  make  it  necessary 
any  longer  to  dwell  upon  it.  Again,  he  says  at 
page.  90: 

"  There  were  many  circumstances  making  it  inexpedient. 
in  my  judgment,  after  the  is>ue  of  the  proelamaiion  referred 
to,  for  Texas  to  attempt  a  forcible  po.-session  of  the  liio 
Grande,  relying  on  the  aid  of  the  United  Slates  to  maintain 
it."' 

Why  attempt  to  obtain  possession,  if  she  already 
had  it;  and  if  she  had  not,  what  becomes  of  the 
argument.'  Sir,  the  argument  is  scfitteied  to  the 
winds  by  the  testimony  of  our  own  agents,  which 
we  caimoi  controvert,  and  which  \vc  cannot  doubt. 
I  might  as  well  give  the  Senate,  perhaps,  some 
nddiiioiial  aullioiiiies.  I  find  these  facts  recog- 
nized by  the  Secretary  of  Wnr,  as  well  as  by  Sen- 
ators and  our  diplomatic  agents.  1  find  in  a  letter 
of  ihe  Secretary  of  War  lo  General  Taylor,  of  July 
30,  1845- 

'"  The  Rio  Grande  Is  claimed  to  be  the  boundary  between 
the  two  countries,  and  up  to  this  boundary  you  are  to  extend 
your  protection,  only  excepting  any  posts  on  the  eastern  side 
thereof  which  are  in  the  actual  occupancy  of  Mexican  forces, 
or  Mexican  settlements  ovit  which  the  Republic  of  Texas 
did  not  evirci^e  jurisdictional  the  p(!riod  of  annexation,  or 
Bhorlly  befori'  that  event." 

And  another  leKcr  of  our  Secretary,  to  the  same 
officer,  wa«  as  follows  : 

War  Depabtment,  July  8, 1845. 

Hir:  I'hI'i  d  -pirtmcnt  is  inlormed  that  .Mexico  ban  some 
military  establinliiiicnUi  on  the  east  Hide  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
which  arc,  and  for  some  time  have  bi^en,  In  tlie  actual  occu- 
pancy of  licr  troopi.    In  carryiHg  out  the  instruclious  here- 


tofore received,  vou  will  bo  careful  to  avoid  any  acts  of 
aggression,  unless  an  a<  tual  state  of  war  should  exist.  The 
Mexican  forces  at  the  posts  in  their  possession,  and  which 
have  been  so,  will  not  b,'  disturbed  as  hmg  as  the  relations 
of  peace  belwceu  the  United  States  and  Mexico  continue. 
WM.  li.  MARCY. 
Brigadier  General  Z.  Tavlor. 

Well,  now,  sir,  you  will  recollect  that  in  his 
march  he  was  met  at  San  Colorado  by  officers  who 
remonstrated  against  his  passage;  and  at  San  Isabel 
he  found  that  the  custom-houses  had  been  set  on 
fire.  How  did  this  happen,  if  Texas  had  posses- 
sion of  this  country  .'  How  did  it  happen  that  he 
found  none  but  Mexicans  there,  burnin^g  their 
houses  and  flying  from  his  troops.'  The  Texans 
were  our  friends.  They  would  not  have  fled  from 
friendly  forces,  and  burned  their  houses,  as  if  our 
troops  were  barbai-ians,  coming  to  waste  with  fire 
and  sword.  No,  they  were  Mexicans.  Well,  our 
army  encamped— where.'  In  the  Mexican  corn 
and  cotton  fields  bordering  the  river;  they  placed 
their  batteries  (m  the  bank  of  the  river  command- 
ing the  city  of  Matamoros,  so  as  to  spot  any  house 
in  the  town.  So  wrote  our  ofi^cers  from  the  very 
place.  Sir,  the  Senator  from  Missouii  well  said, 
that  such  an  act  as  this  was  an  act  of  unparalleled 
outrage — a  seizure  of  a  slice  of  the  Mexican  Re- 
public. Twill  mention  another  fact  in  connection 
with  this  subject,  which  is  worth  rememb'rance. 
It  is  this:  that  Texas  framed  a  new  constitution 
when  she  came  into  this  Union,  and  took  especial 
care  not  lo  specify  her  boundaries.  I  looked  over  it 
to-day,  and  found  that  she  has  left  that  matter 
entirely  open,  I  presume  because  the  act  of  annex- 
ation by  which  she  came  into  the  Union  made  pro- 
vision for  the  establishment  of  the  boundary  by 
the  Government  of  the  Union.  [The  first  of  these 
annexation  resolutions  provides,  that  Congress  i 
doth  consent  that  the  territory  properly  included  I 
within,  and  rightfully  belonging  to,  the  Republic  [ 
of  Texas,  may  be  erected  into  a  new  State,  to  be  | 
called  the  Stale  of  Texas,  wiih  a  republican  form  | 
of  government,  to  be  adopted  by  the  people  of  said  j 
Republic,  by  deputies  in  convention  assembled,  : 
with  the  consent  of  the  existing  Government,  in 
order  that  the  same  may  be  admitted  as  one  of  the 
Slates  of  this  Union. 

That  the  foregoing  consent  of  Congress  is  given 
upon  the  condition  that  the  said  State  be  formed, 
subject  to  the  adjustment,  by  this  Government,  of 
all  questions  of  boundary  that  may  arise  with  other 
Governments.] 

Now,  why  were  these  words  introduced  into 
that  resolution  .'  Did  not  the  speech  of  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas,  from  which  I  have  read,  furnish  a 
key  to  this  mystery,  which  seems  lo  have  op- 
pressed the  minds  of  some  gentlemen  ?  ThatTex- 
as  was  not  admitted  with  tlie  limits  which  she 
had  prescribed  for  herself,  but  with  such  as  might 
be  rightfully  and  properly  a.ssigned  to  her,  to  be 
subject  to  settlement  by  negotiation  with  this  Gov- 
ernment, is  as  clear  as  any  proposition  can  be. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  Will  the  Scn;Uor  yield  the 
floor  that  I  may  make  a  short  explanation  in  refer- 
ence to  that  treaty.'  It  is  a  treaty  which  I  nego- 
tiated in  reference  to  the  admission  of  Texas,  and 
which  was  rejected  by  the  Senate. 

In  making  that  treaty,  and  entering  inlo  it,  I  by 
no  means  assumed  that  the  Rio  del  Norte  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  On  the  contrary,  I 
assumed  that  the  boundary  was  an  unsettled  one 
belween  Mexico  and  Texas.  No  provisions  were 
made  in  reference  to  it,  liecause  Texas,  by  the  pi-o- 
visions  of  that  treaty,  was  lo  come  into  the  Union 
as  a  Territory;  and  as  such,  the  right  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Slates  lo  settle  the  boundary 
was  unquestionable:  there  was  an  express  provis- 
ion to  that  eflect.  It  was  dilferent  in  reference  lo 
the  resolutions  under  which  Texas  was  actually 
admitted  inlo  the  Union.  They  proposed  to  admit 
her  as  a  Stale,  not  as  a  Territory;  and,  coming  in 
that  character,  it  would  have  been  necessary  lo 
have  had  the  consent  of  Texas  lo  establish  a 
boundary  belween  her  and  Mexico.  Those  reso- 
lutions, lo  avoid  the  dilKcullies  which  might  result, 
very  properly  contained  a  jjrovision  which  provi- 
ded that  the  matter  in  dispute  should  be  settled  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  Slates. 

I  am  far  from  thinking  that  the  treaty  which  I 
negotiated  established  the  Del  Norte  as  the  bound- 
ary. Immediately  after  the  negotiation,  I  di'spalch- 
ed  a  tnessengcr  lo  our  cluirge  in  Mexico,  and, 
Hinong  other  thinsrs,  inlimaled  to  him  that  the  Gov- 
ernment of  ihc  United  States  was  prepared  to  set- 
i|  tie  tlie  boundary  on  the  most  liberal  terms.  What 


boundary  was  contemplated  at  the  time,  it  is  un- 
necessary to  stale,  and  would  be  improper,  per- 
haps, on  the  present  occasion. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  If  the  Senator  from  Maryland 
will  indulge  me  a  moment,  I  would  here  remark, 
that  when  the  treaty  was  before  us,  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  some  limeln  April,  introduced  a 
resolution  calling  on  President  Tyler  to  furnish  us 
with  the  boundary  line  of  Texas.  Thai  call,  if  I 
remember  right,  was  referred  to  the  State  Depart- 
ment, and  we  had,  in  response,  a  mafi,  now  on 
file,  defining  the  boundary ,  with  broad  blue  lines, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  to  its  sources.  ■ 
To  strengthen  our  position  as  friends  of  ihe  inea- 
sure  of  annexation,  we  were  furnished  also  with 
a  memoir,  giving  us  the  quantity  of  land  then 
claimed,  the  billions  of  acres,*and  thousands  of 
square  miles,  computing  the  whole  of  it,  from  the 
mouth  to  the  source  of  that  river.  That  was  the 
boundary  for  which  we  contended  at  that  time. 
There  was  a  diflicully  about  this  boundary.  Will 
the  Senator  pardon  me  a  few  moments  longer.' 
Those  of  us  whosupportHl  the  treaty  never  had  the 
slightest  difficulty,  in  our  own  minds,  as  to  the  title 
to  that  portion  of  the  country  below  New  Mexico, 
or  the  Santa  Fe  country;  about  that  portion  we  did 
have  some  difficulty,  as  we  thoughl  it  a  fair  sub- 
ject for  negotiation,  and  we  went  upon  the  ground 
that  it  was  held  by  revolution — that  the  arms  of 
Texas  had  conquered  it. 

I  would  observe,  that  a  former  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  McDuffie]  and  Mr.  Walker, 
of  the  Treasury  Department,  who  were  advocates 
with  him  of  the  treaty,  iievgr  heard  from  him,  or 
Tyler,  or  any  one  else  in  favor  of  the  treaty,  that 
the  Nueces,  or  any  other  than  the  Rio  Gratide  be- 
low the  Nueces,  was  the  proper  boundary  of  Texas. 
The  map  coming  from  his  own  department,  to 
which  1  formerly  referred,  and  the  constitution  of 
Texas,  both  represented  the  Rio  Grande  as  the 
boundary.  If  there  had  been  a  different  view  en- 
tertained about  the  boundary  at  that  time,  I  sup- 
pose I  should  have  heard  something  of  it.  I  may 
lake  occasion,  at  some  future  period,  to  dwell  at 
leiioflh  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  1'  have  heard  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  I 
had  not  forgotten  that  map  of  Texas,  and  I  think 
I  know  all  about  it.  If  1  recollect  distinctly,  in  the 
memoir  which  accompanied  it,  the  intelligent  offi- 
cer who  made  the  map.  Lieutenant  Emory,  stated 
that  he  felt  himself  bound  to  designate  the  bound- 
aries of  Texas  as  prescribed  in  her  ordinance,  not 
meaning  to  assign  them  as  the  true  boundaries.  It 
e.Khibited  the  boundaries  as  claimed  by  Texas,  and 
I  was  not  unaware  of  the  position  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  on  this  point,  nor  did  I  mean 
to  say  that  the  ol)jeclion  taken  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  properly  applied  to  this  treaty.  Proba- 
bly, if  I  had  not  been  interrupted,  I  should  have 
made  the  explanaiion  which  the  Senator  himself 
has  just  offered. 

But  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
was  conclusive  to  me  of  the  want  of  title  to  the 
whole  of  the  country,  from  the  source  of  the  Rio 
Grande  in  the  region  of  eternal  snows,  toils  mouth, 
in  the  clime  of  perpetual  flowers.  If  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas  will  pardon  me  the  remark,  I  have 
often  heard  him  say,  that  this  Santa  Fe  country 
was  the  weak  point  of  this  case.  I  arn  afraid  he 
did  noi  characterize  it  exactly  right  afier  all,  I  have 
heard  of  such  a  point  as  it  is  elsewhere.  It  is 
called  Point  no  Point.  It  has  not  the  semblance 
of  argument;  there  is  not  the  fragment  of  a  fact  to 
sustain  it.  He,  himself,  admits  that  Texas  never 
had  a  soldier  at  Santa  Fe,  except  as  a  [irisoner. 
All  the  Texans  that  were  ever  there  were  cither 
taken  prisoners  by  the  Mexicans  or  killed.  The 
Mexicans  had  undoubted  sway  there,  ihey  had 
dominions  there  for  centuries,  and  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  knew  that  well;  and  he  slated  that 
they  had  possession  of  it  for  a  hundred  years  be- 
fore La  Salle  ever  saw  the  coast  of  Texas.  Well, 
sir,  we  must  all  admit,  that  the  only  armed  force 
in  the  dieputed  territory  on  the  lower  as  well  as 
the  upper  Del  Norte  was  a  Mexican  force.  I  al- 
lude to  the  armed  company  at  Loredo,  commis- 
sioned by  the  Mexican  Govcrnmeni.  Very  pos- 
sibly the  object  was  to  jirotect  the  peo|ile  from 
Indian  incui'siona,'as  I  think  I  have  heard  stated 
by  the  Senator  from  Texas  himse_[f. 

Mr.  UUSK.    Loredo  is  in  the  bTiunds  of  Texas, 
as  defined  in  the  constitutioil  of  1824. 
Mr.  PEARCE.    I  know  it  is  not  in  Tamaulipas. 
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It  was  within  the  boundary  of  the  United  State  of 
Coahuila  and  Texas,  but  not  in  Texas  itself.  In 
1824,  Texas  was  not  yet  created  into  a  separate 
State;  Coahuila  extended  across  the  country,  as 
all  the  maps  show,  to  the  Nueces.  The  only  mil- 
itary post  then  on  the  lower  Rio  Grande  was  the 
post  of  Loredo,  at  which  were  stationed  armed 
men,  commissioned  by  Mexican  authority. 

But  my  colleague  referred  to  several  acts  of  Con- 
gress, as  authorities,  to  sustain  him  in  his  position. 
The  first  act,  of  December,  1845,  extending  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  to  Texas,  was  cited  by 
him  as  one  of  these  authorities.  I  confess  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  know  how  any  inference  can  be  drawn 
from  that,  in  favor  of  our  right,  or  the  right  of  j 
Texas,  to  the  country  between  the  Nueces  and  the 
Rio  Grande.  It  affirms  no  limits  of  Texas.  As 
the  resolution  of  annexation  applied  only  to  Texas, 
as  ])roperly  limited,  so  this  law  provided  that  over 
Texas  proper,  with  her  rightful  limits,  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  should  be  extended.  Well,  then 
my  colleague  referred  to  the  act  of  February,  1846, 
making  Cor|3us  Christina  port  of  delivery,  and  Gal- 
vestona  port  of  entry.  But  Corpus  Christ!  was 
within  the  limits  which  Texas  maintained  by  force 
of  arms — within  the  bounds  of  revolutionized 
Texas;  and,  undoubtedly,  we  took  Corpus  Christi 
into  the  Union  when  we  admitted  Texas,  and  we 
had  as  good  a  right  to  establish  a  port  of  delivery 
there,  as  we  had  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  at 
Galveston.  Corpus  Christi  was  the  frontier  settle- 
ment of  Texas,  and  having  been  always  since  the 
revolution  under  her  jurisdiction,  was  as  little  dis- 
puted as  Nacogdoches  itself.  Here  the  possession 
was  unquestioned,  and  the  title  absolute;  but  this 
fact  could  give  no  color  to  a  claim  to  territory  beyond 
her  reach,  and  not  subject  to  the  sway  of  Texas. 
Bat  the  act  of  February  2,  1847,  is  also  invoked  in 
a^d  of  the  argument.  Sir,  this  act  was  passed  long 
after  tlie  war  was  recognized  by  Congress;  indeed 
it  was  a  conseqeence  of  the  war,  and  cannot  apply 
to  a  state  of  things  existing  at  the  commencement 
of  hostilities.  It  provided,  among  others,  for  a 
post  route  from  the  Brazos  to  Fort  Brown.  I  well 
recollect  the  history  of  that  act  and  the  proceed- 
ings, while  it  was  pending  here.  Some  objection 
was  made  to  it,  as  likely  to  be  quoted  in  aid  of  the 
boundary  question,  wlien  it  was  explained  by  more 
than  one  member.  Allow  me  to  refer  to  it,  and  to 
read  a  few  remarks  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Texas  on  the  subject.  When  it  came  here,  after 
its  passage  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  it  was 
objected  that  it  might  involve  some  question  as  to 
the  boundary  of  Texas: 

"Mr.  Rusk  sairl  if  he  could  suppose  thiit  this  provision 
would  involve  any  question  a?  to  tlie  liouiidary  rights  of 
Mexico  or  Texas,  he  would  not  urge  it.  The  establishment 
of  this  route  would  prevent  the  nece.-sity  of  sending  the  let- 
ters to  the  army  through  a  oireuitof  five  hundred  miles.  He 
had  another  reason  for  ))ressin!;  tliis  route.  Texas  ever 
since  her  annexation  liad  been  worse  supplied  with  niall 
routes  than  she  was  before.  Tliere  were  five  or  six  coun- 
ties entirely  destitute  of  accommodation.  If  the  bill  were 
amended  and  sent  back  to  the  House,  great  delay  must  be 
the  consequence;  and  the  Postmaster  General  was  now 
waiting  for  its  passage,  to  make  the  necessary  contracts." 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Texas  then  dis- 
claimed the  view  of  raising  the  question  of  bound- 
ary on  the  bill. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to  in- 
terrupt him  for  a  moment?  My  remarks  were  not 
exactly  reported,  though  I  did  state  the  substance 
of  what  had  just  been  read.  I  remarked  that  I  did 
not  look  on  the  bill  as  involving  at  all  the 'question 
of  boundary;  that  if  it  did,  and  no  motion  was 
made  to  strike  out  the  clause,  I  should  do  it. 

iVIr.  PEARCE.  The  Senator  says,  that  the  re- 
port is  substantially  correct,  though  not  exactly 
so.  I  Icnew  that  the  question  had  been  raised  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  that  it  was  put 
on  a  footing  which  I,  myself,  recognized  as  legit- 
imate. I  find  that  when  this  bill  was  introduced 
into  the  House,  Mr.  ViNTOhr  moved  to  amend  it. 

Mr.  ViNTOhf  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
to  the  .second  section  the  following  : 

Proi-idi.-cl,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  understood  to 
contain  an  expression  by  Congress  of  its  opinion  as  to  the 
question  of  boundary  between  the  territory  of  the  United 
Slates  and  Mexico. 

In  the  discussion  which  followed,  I  find  that  Mr. 
Dromgoole  made  the  following  remarks  : 

"Mr.  Dromgoolk  resuming, said  hesupposed  thatneithcr 
the  transportation  of  the  mail,  nor  the  estalilishmenl  <if  a 
post  (illice,  or  of  ii  custorn-honse,  were  conclusiv<,'  facts  in 
regard  to  a  boundary,  whenever  the  two  nalions  should  see 
fit  to  enter  into  negotiation  respecting  it.  But  admit  that 
this  Is  disputed  boundary,  and  then  havinK  postiession  of  it, 


we  have^ne  complete  right  to  govern  the  country  during  the 
possession,  even  if  it  be  a  military  possession.  We  have 
not  only  the  power  to  establish  post  offices,  post  routes,  and 
custom  honses,  but  to  introduce  civil  governmpnt,  not  only 
on  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  but  through  all  the  provinces 
of  Mexico  which  had  been  overrun  by  our  arms,  we  had  the 
right  to  establish  governments  during  the  time  we  occupy 
them.  None  of  these  were  conoliisive;  they  were  jnero 
acts  which  we  miglit  do  because  we  had  possession  of  the 
country." 

Now,  sir,  this  is  perfectly  right,  and  I  may  add 
that  it  is  characteristic  of  the  intelligent,  adroit, 
and  skillful  parliamentarian  who  made  the  remark. 
It  was  necessary  to  supply  our  army  with  post- 
masters, and  certainly  he  had  authority  to  do  so — 
the  country  being  in  our  possession  by  military 
occupation.  We  had,  undoubtedly,  as  good  a 
right  to  establish  a  post  route  to  Fort  Brown  as  to 
send  troops  there.  But  I  need  not  argue  this  point 
further.  The  ground  of  the  passage  of  the  law 
was  not  that  we  had  a  title  to  the  country,  and  it 
cannot  be  invoked  for  that  purpose.  It  is  proof 
only  of  our  military  occupation  of  the  country  of 
which  it  was  a  consequence. 

Well,  now,  the  next  position  to  which  I  ask  the 
attention  of  the  Senate,  is  this:  that,  as  we  were 
entitled  to  the  east  bank  of  the  river — that  being 
assumed,  though  I  think  I  have  shown  that  it  was 
not  so — -the  President  was  bound  to  march  the 
forces  of  the  United  States  to  the  Rio  Grande,  in 
order  to  dispossess  the  Mexicans. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  PEAPcCE.  I  am  aware  that  the  Senator 
did  not  take  that  position;  it  is  the  language  of  the 
President  himself,  and  I  find  it  repeated  in  the 
Union  of  to-day.  I  hold  tliat  if  Texas  had  a  right- 
ful claim  to  the  country,  it  being  in  possession  of 
Mexico,  this  gave  him  no  right  to  march  the 
troops  of  the  United  States  there.  That  was  an 
act  of  war,  which,  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  tlie  President  had  no  right  to  com- 
mit; this  is  solely  at  the  discretion  of  Congress, 
and  is  usurpation  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, no  matter  under  what  circumstances  it 
may  be  done.  I  make  this  declaration  under  high 
authority.  Let  me  remind  the  Senate  of  the  ex- 
ample given  by  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
[Mr.  Badger]  at  the  last  session.  V/hen  Mr. 
Jefferson  addressed  a  confidential  communication 
to  Congress,  and  invited  their  attention  to  the  con- 
dition of  a  certain  portion  of  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana, then  held  by  Spain,  in  violation  of  the  treaty 
of  1803,  he  represented  to  Congress  that  he  had 
tried  negotiations  in  vain,  but  did  not  feel  at  lib- 
erty to  send  the  United  States  forces  into  that  part 
of  Louisiana,  because,  as  he  said,  that  act,  Spain 
being  in  possession,  might  change  the  relations  of 
the  country,  and  transfer  them  from  a  state  of 
peace  to  a  state  of  war.  That  territory  clearly 
belonged  unto  us  alone;  but  it  was  not  taken  pos- 
session of  by  order  of  the  President.  Spain  for  a 
long  time  retained  possession  of  the  port  of  Mo- 
bile and  the  Florida  parishes,  as  they  were  called. 
Nor  were  the  latter  taken  possession  of  by  the 
arms  of  the  United  States"  until,  in  1810,  the 
country  was  revolutionized  by  a  set  of  private  ad- 
venturers, who  set  up  a  government  for  them- 
selves. In  that  state  of  affairs,  Congress  not 
being  in  session,  Mr.  Madison  issued  a  proclama- 
tion, and  took  possession,  because,  otherwise,  as 
he  said,  these  parishes  would  have  been  consid- 
ered derelict.  He  took  it  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
private  adventurers,  who  had  ousted  the  Spanish 
authorities  and  taken  possession  of  it.  Mr.  Mad- 
ison did  not  take  possession  of  Mobile  till  1813, 
after  the  passage  of  the  secret  act  of  Congress  of 
that  year,  authorizing  hirn  to  do  so.  Now,  I  say, 
then,  upon  the  strength  of  the  authorities,  that  if 
Mexico  had  possession  of  the  territory,  or  any 
part  of  the  territory,  between  the  Nueces  and  the 
Rio  Grande — even  if  they  had  commanded  it  from 
tiie  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  as  they  might  have 
done  at  Matamoros — the  President  had  no  right  to 
take  possession  of  that  portion  of  it  in  the  pos- 
session of  Mexico.  This  is  not  the  only  instance 
of  the  forbearance  with  which  this  Government 
has  submitted  to  the  holding  of  country  claimed 
by  us  by  foreign  nations.  How  long  was  it  before 
certain  British  posts,  iticluded  withni  the  limits  of 
the  United  States  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  actually 
came  into  our  possession?  Great  Britain  held 
them,  I  think,  froin  1783  till  after  Jay's  treaty 
and  the  defeat  of  the  Indians  by  General  Wayne. 
Yet  we  declared  no  war  against  Great  Britain. 
General  Washington  never  thought  of  sending  an 
army  to  take  possession  of  these  posts. 


Mr.  HANNEGAN.  They  were  held  by  Great 
Britain  till  1795. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  A  period  of  twelve  years.  Let 
me  refer  also  to  the  northeastern  boumlary  question, 
in  dispute,  from  the  treaty  of  1783  down  to  the 
settlement  by  tlie  treaty  of  Washington  in  1842. 
I  think  both  Houses  of  Congress,  by  a  unanimous 
vote,  declared  our  title  to  the  boundary  as  we 
claimed  it,  and  yet  Great  Britain  occupied  a  poi-- 
tion  of  the  territory:  even  her  military  forces  were 
there,  and  not  only  so,  but  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  was  arrested  on  the  soil  claimed  by  us,  was 
carried  away  and  incarcerated  in  a  British  dun- 
geon, yet  neither  General  Jackson,  during  wliose 
administration  the  controversy  existed,  nor  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  during  whose  administration  the  inci- 
dent, which  I  have  just  related  occurred,  ever 
thought  of  marching  the  United  States  troops 
there,  and  taking  possession  of  the  country.  He 
knew  that  Consjress  alone  could  authorize  such  a 
proceeding.  That  dispute  was  settled  by  negotia- 
tion, and  if  one-half  the  forbearance  had  been  ex- 
ercised towards  weak  and  prostrate  Mexico,  which 
was  manifested  towards  Great  Britain  in  that  con- 
troversy, we  should  have  had  no  war — not  a  drop 
of  blood  would  have  been  shed,  not  a  dime  in  your 
treasury  would  have  been  wasted. 

I  know  another  instance  more  recent  and  more 
flagrant.  Let  me  remind  the  Senate  of  the  case 
of  the  Caroline.  There,  undoubtedly,  American 
blood  was  shed  upon  American  soil — shed  by  Brit- 
ish troops — led  by  a  British  officer,  who  was  ap- 
plauded and  promoted  for  the  act:  and  yet  Mi^. 
Van  Buren  did  not  take  the  lav/  into  his  hands 
— he  did  not  make  war  against  Great  Britain — he 
did  not  ask  Congress  to  make  war.  That  was  an 
act  of  hostility  undoubtedly,  but  Mr.  Van  Buren 
was  content  to  settle  the  matter  by  negotiation.  I 
wish  to  know,  sir,  whether  the  United  States 
intend  to  reverse  the  time-honored  maxim — 

"Parccre  sulijectis,  debellare  superhos."' 
Shall  we  make  war  on  the  weak,  and  not  upon  the 
strong?  I  fear  we  have  forgotten  that  maxim  in 
our  course  towards  Mexico,  and  trample  upon  her 
who  is  least  able  to  resist  us.  I  do  not  doubt  that 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  repel  invasion  when  made  within  our  acknowl- 
edged limits.  But  I  deny  that  that  is  war.  I  deny 
that  there  can  be  a  state  of  war,  properly  so  called, 
unless  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  have  ex- 
erted their  powers,  and  declared  war.  It  is  not  for 
the  President  to  put  the  country  in  a  state  of  war, 
certainly  not  to  invade  a  territory  claimed  by  us 
without  right,  and  then  to  vindicate  himself  by  the 
declaration,  that  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
was  invaded;  that  American  blood  had  been  shed 
upon  American  soil.  Sir,  I  blushed  for  the  Presi- 
dent when  he  made  that  monstrous  assertion. 
Now,  as  to  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war,  the 
President  tells  us  very  distinctly  in  his  message, 
that  we  are  to  have  no  peace,  with  his  consent, 
until  complete  indemnity  shall  be  obtained  from 
Mexico — "  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for 
the  future,"  well  characterized  yesterday  by  the 
Senator  from  Delaware,  as  one-half  of  Mexico  for 
indemnity,  and  the  other  half  as  security  !  I  agree 
with  my  colleague  in  his  declaration,  that  in  the 
triumphs  of  our  arms  we  have  obtained  ample  in- 
demnity. 1  do  not  like  to  boast  of  the  prowess  of 
my  countrymen,  but  certainly  I  have  been  as  much 
struck  by  their  achievements  in  Mexico,  as  by  the 
story  of  any  battles  that  I  have  §ver  read.  I  know 
nothing  to  compare  with  them,  unless  it  be  the  de- 
feat of  the  Russians  at  Narva,  by  Charles  XII  of 
Sweden.  As  to  indemnity  for  the  expenses  of  the 
war, when,  let  me  ask,  have  we  ever  sought  compen- 
sation in  damages  from  otlier  nations  with  whom 
we  have  been  at  war?  We  have  had  but  three 
wars:  the  war  of  the  Revolution — a  just  one,  I  take 
it — was  the  first  one  in  which,  we  were  engaged, 
and  I  do  not  see  wiiy  we  should  not  as  well  de- 
mand indemnity  for  its  expenses  as  for  the  one  in 
which  we  are  now  involved.  But  nobody  dream- 
ed of  demanding  indemnity  for  that  war.  The 
war  of  1812  was  a  just  war,  as  I  believe — eminent- 
ly a  just  war — provoked  by  British  aggression,  by 
the  impressment  of  our  seamen,  by  injuries  in  vio- 
lation of  our  commercial  rights.  We  waged  that 
war  for  three  years,  and  settled  it,  as  I  suppose 
everybody  agreed,  without  any  loss  of  national 
honor,  but  without  receiving  or  dcmnndinir  any 
indemnity.  We  spent  from  one  to  two  hundred 
millions  in  that  war,  and  did  not  get  a  penny  back, 
I  never  heard  that  Mr.  JVladison  and  his  Cabinet, 
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and  the  wise  men  who  were  in  this  Chamber  then,  | 
and  who  ratified  the  treaty  of  peace,  were  reproach- 
ed for  sacrificing  the  lionor  of  tlie  country  in  not  : 
obtaining  pecuniary  indemnity.     Sir,  1  despise,  I 
scorn  this  demand  of  pecuniary  indemnity  for  vio- 
lated faith,  wlicilier  made  by  an  individual  or  a  | 
nation.     I  never  heard  of  sucii  a  thing  amongst  ; 
gentlemen.     1  liave  had  the  curiosity  to  examnie 
Jonah  Barringloii's  account  of  the  celebrated  Kil-  j 
kenny  Clul),  renowned  for  being  composed  of  the 
most  cliivalrous  gentlemen  that  ever  pulled  trigger. 
By  their  rules,  the  reparation  of  personal  insults  | 
and  wrongs  is  reduced  to  a  regular  system.    Every  I 
offence  wl>s  strictly  defined,  and  the  appropriate  i 
degree  of  punishment  prescribed.     If  the  offence  j 
were  slight,  the  party  aggrieved  might  be  satisfied  | 
with  an  exchange  of  shots.     If  a  little  more  aggra-  j 
vated,  it  was  requisite  that  one  party  should  be  i 
blooded.     When  the  offence  was  of  a  very  grave 
nature,  somebody  was  to   be  well  blooded;  and 
there   was  scarcely  any  offence   which   required, 
according  to  these  rules  of  chivalrous  honor,  that 
the  combat  should  be  mortal.     Certainly,  in  no  in- 
stance is  it  recorded  in  the  annals  of  the  Kilkenny 
Club  that  pecuniary  compensation  was  to  be  de- 
manded by  the  parly  oHended.     Sir,  Harrington 
records  no  instance  in  which  the  offender  was  called 
upon  to  pay  for  the  powder  and  ball  consumed,  the 
pistols  used,  and  transportation  to  the  field  of  honor 
— that  is  to  say,  the  hack-hire!     Now,  I  am  un- 
willing to  place  a  nation  in  a  lower  scale  than  a 
private    individual;   neither   have  I  one   rule   for 
Mexico  and  another  for  England. 

^V'hat  is  the  condition  of  Mexico  ?  Before  1  re- 
ply to  that  inquiry,  let  me  say,  that  I  am  perfectly 
disposed  to  demand  of  Mexico  compensation  in 
damages,  not  for  the  violation  of  national  honor, 
but  for  the  injuries  done  to  our  citizens  in  their 
commerce.  We  are  I  heir  guardians — guardians 
of  their  pecuniary  rights,  which  we  are  bound  to 
maintain  as  against  Mexico  and  all  the  world,  and 
to  see  repaired  by  pecuniary  indemnification.  1 
bold  It  to  be  perfectly  right  to  demand  indemnity 
of  Mexico  on  that  ground.  If  she  cannot  give 
indemnity  in  money,  let  us  take  it  in  land.  But 
do  not  let  us  make  that  a  pretext  for  robbing  Mex- 
ico. She  is  prostrate  and  bleeding  at  your  feet. 
Your  armies  have  triumphed  in  every  combat, 
from  that  of  Palo  Alto  to  the  last  battle  atChapul- 
tepec.  She  has  been  completely  vanquished — her 
towns  stormed  and  bombarded — her  seaports  in 
your  possession  or  beleagured  by  your  fleets — her 
Government  fugitive,  and  your  armies,  in  the  fash- 
ionable phrase  of  the  day,  "revelling  in  the  Halls 
of  the  Montczumas."  What  more  do  you  want.' 
Is  not  this  enough?  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  bully 
who,  when  he  had  knocked  his  man  down,  thought 
it  his  vulgar  duty  to  pull  out  his  eyes? 

Do  you  recollect,  sir,  the  epistle  of  Tom  Crib  to 
Big  Ben? 
"  Wliat!  Ben,  my  old  hero,  is  this  your  renown— 
Js  tills  tlie  nt.w  go— iiicic  a  man  wlicii  lie's  down? 
When  the  foe  lias  knociicd  under  to  tread  on  liini  then.' 
By  tlie  fist  ol'niy  father!  I  blush  for  Ihce,  Hen." 

Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  duellist  who,  when  he  had 
shot  his  man,  insisted  on  bowie-knifing  him  on 
the  spot?  Mexico  cannot  bring  an  army  into  the 
field.  Her  revenues  are  exhausted.  She  is  help- 
less and  lio[)eless,  except  in  your  mercy.  Yet  you 
propose  to  carry  the  war  farther — "into  the  vitals 
of  the  country."  Not  satisfied  with  the  blood  al- 
ready shed,  do  you  thirst  for  more?  Do  you  de- 
sire more  towns  to'  bombard,  fresh  armies  to  de- 
feat? When  there  arc  none  of  these  to  be  found, 
will  you  rejoice  in  the  slaughter  of  the  miserable 
guerrilleros? 

Mr.  President,  let  u.s  take  care  that  the  disgrace- 
ful guerrilla  warfare  of  S[)ain  be  not  renewed  upon  j 
this  continent!     Is  there  to  be  no  end  to  this  slate 
of  things?    1  do  not  believe  thai  the  violated  honor  j 
of  the  country  requires  such   vindication.     'I'hal  ! 
lienor  is  in  much  greater  danger  of  being  tarnished 
by  our  own  conduct  in  the  further  [u-osecution  of  i 
this  war.  j 

But,  it  is  said,  Mexico  must   sue   for  peace  I  i 
Will  you  jier.sist  in  this,  when  she  i.s  too  proud  to  [ 
Buc  for  peace?  You  must  know  that  she  is  an.xious  i 
for  |ieace.     I  know  that  u  treaty  of  peace  can  be  i 
obuiincd  from  Mexico.   I  make  that  assertion  after 
n  ])erusal  of  the  correspondence  between  the  iVlex- 
ican  cominissioncra   and    Mr.  Trist.     She    offers 
ample  indemnity  for  everything   but  the  c.\|)f;iises 
of  the  war.     She  proposes  to  cede  California,  from  j 
its  junction  with  Oregon  to  the  thirty-seventh  dc-  i 


j  gree  of  latitude.     This  comprises  nearly  two  hun- 
1  dred  thousand  square  miles  of  territory,  as  I  have  I 
i  been  told — thrice  tlie  territorial  extent  of  Virginia,  ' 
and  larger  than  all  the  New  England  States,  New  j 
!  York,  and  Pennsylvania  together;  and  it  includes 

the  harbor  of  San  Francisco — the  coveted  object  of  | 

I  our  desire — and  which,  sir,  alone  is  worth  more  j 

j  than   the  claims  of  our  citizens  against  Mexico,  j 

I  Well,  Mexico  gives  very  sufiiciciit  leasons  why  | 

she  should  not  cede  mole.     She  says  that  Lower 

California  commands  her  province  of  Sonora,  and 

I  that  she  cannot  be  asked   to  give  up  what  would  1 

make  her  vulnerable  in  her  weakest  point.     She  ; 

I  cannot  give  up  all  Upper  California,  because  a  por-  ' 

j  tion  of  It  is  necessary  to  maintain  the  land  com- 

;  munication  between  LowerCalifornia  and  the  other  i 

I  portions  of  her  dominions.     She  cannot  give  up  ■ 

I  New  Mexico,  because   the  people  there  are  loyal; 

i  they  are  devoted  to  Mexico.     They  abhor  union 

I  with  this  country.     She  cannot,  therefore,  give  up 

New  Mexico,     ll  is  cruel  to  insist  thai  she  should 

give  it  up.     I  do  not  want  it;  and  with  my  vote 

New  A'lexico  will  never  be  added  to  this  Union — 

never,  sir,  never  !      Besides,  it  is  inconsistent  with 

the  essential  principle  of  our  Government — the  con 

sent  of  the  governed. 

What  were  the  objects  of  the  formation  of  this 
Union  ?  Lei  me  read  you,  sir,  from  the  Constitu- 
tion : 

"  We,  the  people  of  the  United  Stutes,  in  order  to  form  a 
more  perfect  union,  establish  justice,  ensure  doiiiustic  tran- 
quillity, provide  for  the  coniinon  defence,  promote  the  gen- 
eral vveliare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberly  to  ourselves 
and  our  posterity,  do  ordain  and  esiabli»h  this  Constitution 
for  ihe  iJiiited  States  of  America." 

"  To  establish  union  " — "  to  ensure  domestic 
tranquillity" — these  were  amongst  the  glorious  ob- 
jects for  which  our  Constitution  was  formed.  Sir, 
do  you  imagine  that  our  union  will  be  promoted — 
that  our  domestic  tranquillity  will- be  ensured  by 
compelling  these  refractory  communities  to  enter 
our  Union,  in  spite  of  all  the  differences  of  blood, 
religion,  race,  and  color,  and  filled  with  mortal  ha- 
tred of  us  as  they  now  are?  No  man  can  be  so 
foolish,  sir,  as  to  suppose  that  by  such  means  our 
union  will  be  promoted.  Is  such  a  union  possi- 
ble? It  reminds  me  of  the  story  in  "  Le  Diable 
Boiteux."  You  may  remember,  sir,  the  story  of 
the  two  demons,  who  quarrelled  and  raised  such  an 
uproar  in  Lucifer's  dominions,  that  he  was  com- 
pelled to  interfere.  He  cominanded  them,  under 
infernal  pains  and  penalties,  to  embrace  and  swear 
to  be  friends  forever.  We  did  so,  said  tlie  demon, 
and  have  haled  each  other  mortally  ever  since: 
such,  sir,  will  be  the  consequence  of  that  union, 
which  you  wish  to  bring  about.  Such  will  be  the 
fraternal  union,  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico.  I  see  it  predicted,  sir,  that  if  we  should 
annex  Mexico,  she  would  be  to  us,  what  Ireland 
is  to  Great  Britain — a  perpetual  source  of  blood- 
shed, embarrassment,  annoyance,  endless  disquie- 
tude. 1  do  trust,  that  the  country  will  not  sanction 
such  an  idea — thai  the  Senate  will  not  sanction  it 
— that  111  the  progress  of  this  discussion,  all  will 
come  to  perceive  the  truth,  as  1  think  that  1  per- 
ceive it. 

Ihave  said  that,  in  my  opinion,  we  can  now  ob- 
tain satisfactory  terms  from  Mexico.  1  do  not 
mean  to  say,  that  the  terms  ollered  by  the  Mexi- 
can Commissioner  were  precisely  such  as  I  would 
accept,  but  they  afford,  atall  events,  a  proper  basis 
for  negotiation. 

If  we  do  not  stop  here,  when  and  where  shall  we 
stop?  Are  we  to  become  the  ocean-bound  Repub- 
lic, spreading  over  the  whole  contincnl?  That  is 
what  some  gentlemen  contemplate.  1  recollect  that 
one  very  ultra  gentleman  said  some  time  since  thai 
the  day  was  fast  approaching  when  "  even  China 
would  be  a  compoiicnl  part  of  the  United  States." 
Are  our  dreams  of  ambition  boundless?  If  wc 
go  on  in  this  way  enlarging  our  boundaries,  must 
wc  not  eventually  be  broken  into  fragments?  Must 
we  not  come  at  lasi  to  dissolution,  like  the  circle  in 
the  water,  which  by  "  broad  spreading  is  dispersed 
to  naughi?"  The  bands  which  unite  our  country, 
if  stretched  so  far,  must  inevitably  snap.  We 
must  slop  now  or  never.  If  wc  persist  in  this 
course,  we  musl  come  to  the  )irojeci  of  my  friend 
trom  Indiana,  [Mr.  H.\N.NiiiGAN,J  and  then,  I  take 
it,  the  dissolution  of  the  Union  would  be  inevita- 
ble. I  do  not  know  that  in  such  a  case  the  event 
would  be  matter  of  regret. 

Let  me  trouble  you  with  a  few  words  more  on 
the  .subject  of  tlie  expenses  of  this  war,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  bill  iriorc  immediately  the  subject  of 


discussion.  I  have  examined  the  statement  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  this  year,  and  I  find 
that  the  expenses  of  the  current  year,  taking  the 
quarter  which  has  expired,  will  amount  to  seventy- 
five  millions.  I  confess  I  was  startled  when  I  saw 
the  statement.     The  Secretary  says: 

The  rotal  receipts  and  means  for  tlie  year 
endinn;  Jrtne,  18-18,  are  estimated  at..."....  ^42,886,545  80 

Tiie  expenditures  for  the  first  quarter,  which 
are  ascertained,  being ;5^>1G,469,194  G9 

And  the  estimated  expendi- 
ditures  for  the  rest  of  the 
year  being  as  follows: 

Civil  list,  foreign  intercourse, 
and  miscellaneous $5,483,180  'Q 

Armv  proper,  including  volun- 
teers  ' 19,030,865  68 

Fortifieations,  ordnance,  arm- 
ing militia.  &c 2,036,446  50 

Indian  department 1,720,630  26 

Pensions 1 ,063.5-)3  66 

Naval  establishment 10,241,072  47 

Interest  on  public  debt  and 
treasury  notes 2,950,577  18 

Treasury  notes  outstanding, 
and  payable  when  presented        237,139  31 

Thewholeexpenditureswillhe 58,615,660  07 

Leaving    an   excess    of  expenditures    over 
means,  1st  July,  1848 §15,729,114  27 

When  the  war  commenced,  we  had  a  surplus  of 
twelve  millions  in  the  treasury,  and  Congress 
adopted  new  financial  measures,  which  were  ex- 
pected by  the  Administration  to  improve  the  con- 
dition of  the  treasury.  But  we  have  spent  the 
twelve  millions  surplus,  all  the  current  revenues 
which  we  have  received,  increased  as  they  are  said 
to  have  been  by  the  new  tariff,  besides  thirty-eight 
millions,  according  to  my  computation,  of  loans 
and  treasury  notes.  In  January  last,  the  Secre- 
tary came  to  us  for  twenty-three  millions,  which 
he  said  would  be  ample.  But,  in  a  month,  he 
asked  for  authority  to  re-issue  five  millions  of 
treasury  notes,  and  now  another  loan  of  eighteen 
and  a  half  millions  is  demanded  for  the  service  of 
the  present  year.  I  apprehend  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  raise  more  than  that  for  the  excess  of  ex- 
penditure in  the  year  1849.  This  is  a  woful  s:aie 
of  things.  I  venture  to  say,  that  if  you  continue 
your  military  operations  as  they  are  now  conduct- 
ed, before  eighteen  months,  either  your  treasury 
will  be  bankrupt,  or  you  will  be  obliged  to  adopt 
some  new  and  extraordinary  financial  measures. 
I,  for  one,  shall  be  prepared  for  the  crisis. 

It  is  not  just,  sir,  that  tlie  coming  generation 
should  suffer  for  the  folly  of  the  present.  It  is  not 
just  to  keep  glory  for  the  present  age  and  taxes  for 
the  next.  If  you  will  have  the  glory,  you  ought 
to  have  the  taxes  along  with  it.  I  believe  the  only 
way  to  bring  the  people  to  a  just  sense  of  the  enor- 
mity of  this  war  is  to  let  them  feel  the  cost  of  it. 
My  colleague  spoke  of  the  revenue  to  be  derived 
from  Mexico,  and  ventured  the  opinion  that  the 
war  could  be  sustained  in  this  way,  without  the 
cost  of  a  dollar  to  our  treasury.  But,  is  it  to  be 
expected  that  Mexico,  in  her  present  depressed 
condition;  kept  down  by  an  enemy  holding  her 
powerful  towns,  overrunning  her  country;  her  in- 
dustry paralyzed;  her  trade  and  business  broken 
up;  her  people  ground  to  the  dust  by  military  op- 
pression— will  furnish  any  thing  like  the  amount 
which  he  has  represented  as  accruing  to  her  treas- 
ury in  time  of  prosperity  ?  You  won't  get  a  dol- 
lar which  is  not  forced  from  her  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet.  He  speaks  of  the  duty  upon  contracts, 
and  says  that  they  might  now  be  stamped  by  your 
authority,  and  that  thus  a  considerable  revenuG 
would  be  obtained.  But,  sir,  ^tey  will  not  make 
these  contracts,  especially  when  there  is  a  proba- 
bility that,  if  made,  they  will  be  invalidated  when 
the  present  stale  of  things  shall  terminate.  Sir, 
this  is  all  illusion,  and  if  you  could  get  the  whole 
revenue  which  Mexico  raised  in  a  period  of  peace 
and  prosperity,  you  would  gel  but  twenty-one  mil- 
lions, and  your  niililary  operations  arc  costing  you 
nearly  fifty  millions.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, .sanguine  as  he  is,  does  not  estimate  these  re- 
sources iialf  so  high  as  my  colleague. 

He  has  not  been  able,  he  says,  to  obtain  any 
reliable  statement  of  the  amount  of  duties  realized 
in  Mexico  on  exports.  The  duties  on  specie 
might  amount  to  half  a  million.  The  receipis 
from  duties  on  imports,  in  a  time  of  peace,  have 
varied  from  six  to  twelve  millions.  What  proba- 
bility is  there,  that  these  would  be  half  the  first 
sum,  when  our  armies  were  covering  the  whole 
country  ? 
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Even  the  Secretary  thinks  that  no  large  portion 
of  the  internal  revenue  could  be  collected  under  our 
military;  and  he,  with  all  his  eagerness  to  present 
a  favorable  view  of  this  project,  admits  that  he  has 
no  sufficient  data  on  which  to  base  any  reliable 
estimate  as  to  this  source  of  revenue.  So  that  I 
caution  the  country  against  these  delusive  conjec- 
tures. As  for  the  10,000  men  proposed  by  the  bill, 
I  will  not  vote  for  one  of  them. 

I  believe  with  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Crittenden,]  that  we  have  troops  enough  for  all 
the  legitimate  purposes  of  this  war,  and  more  than 
enough;  and  while  I  would  not  deny  them  food 
and  clothing,  I  would  not  now  give  for  the  war 
another  soldier  until  I  saw  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  Executive  to  bring  about  a  peace. 

I  look  at  the  honor  of  the  country  in  a  different 
aspect  from  that  in  which  it  seems  to  be  regarded 
by  some  Senators,  to  whom  I  do  not  impute  any 
other  than  patriotic  motives.  I  think  they  are 
entirely  mistaken.  For  myself,  I  am  willing  to 
take  the  reproach  of  consistent  dullness,  by  ad- 
hering to  the  doctrines  which  I  have  here  an- 
nounced, and  refusing  to  vote  a  man  m'ore  i»ntil  I 
see  a  better  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Execu- 
tive to  make  peace.  I  believe  that  the  favorable 
opportunity  to  make  peace  was  allowed  to  pass 
unimproved.  I  believe  that  if  this  Government 
had  not  demanded  too  much,  they  could  have 
made  a  peace  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  country, 
and  that  it  still  may  be  obtained  on  just  and  hon- 
orable terrns.  I  will  not  increase  "the  forces  in 
Mexico  for  the  purpose  of  overrunning  and  an- 
nexing the  country.  It  would  be  a  lasting  re- 
proach to  us  to  do  so.  I  wish  to  see  the  United 
States  disposed  to  settle  this  controversy  in  a 
spirit  of  magnanimity  more  glorious  even  than  all 
.the  victories  we  have  gained. 

Mr.  BADGER  rose  and  signified  his  intention 
of  addressing  the  Senate  on  the  bill  under  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland.  I  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina.  I 
rise  to  put  a  question  to  my  friend  and  colleague, 
to  which  I  hope  he  will  reply  now,  if  he  can,  and 
if  not,  at  some  future  time,  when  he  shall  have 
reflected  on  the  answer.  If  I  am  right  in  my  recol- 
lection, my  friend  was  not  here  on  the  13th  of 
May,  1846,  when  the  law  of  that  session  passed. 

Mr.  PEARCE  assented. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  If  I  am  right,  then,  as  to  the 
opinions  of  my  colleague  at  that  time,  if  he  had 
been  here  he  would  not  have  voted  for  the  law  as 
it  passed.  If  I  am  right  as  to  the  reason  which 
would  have  influenced  him  in  giving  that  vote,  it 
would  have  been  because  of  the  preamble  to  that 
act.  The  question  I  now  wish  to  propound  is, 
whether  he  would  have  voted  for  that  law  without 
the  preamble  ? 

Mr.  PEARCE.     Yes;  I  .should  have  done  so. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.     Just  so. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  But  I  beg  to  say  something 
further.  It  was  necessary  that  some  military  pro° 
virion  should  be  made,  and  the  exigency  seemed 
to  require  a  very  large  provision.  Our  army  had 
been  placed,  by  the  act  of  the  Executive,  in  a  posi- 
tion of  great  peril.  It  was  not  for  me  to  say  that 
that  army  should  be  sacrificed.  Not  for  a  hundred 
millions  would  I  have  sacrificed  one  of  its  gallant 
officers  or  one  of  its  brave  men.  Perhaps  I  may 
add,  that  it  is  very  likely  that  I  would  have  gone 
further  then  than  now,  because  I  had  not  then  so 
fully  investigated  the  subject.  An  amendment  was 
proposed  in  the  House  of  Representatives  by  Mr. 
Schenck,  which  fully  met  my  views.  The  amend- 
ment was  as  follows: 

«  Mr.  Schenck  then  sent  up  to  the  Clerk's  table,  where 
it  was  rtadinpait,  the  following  amendment,  wliich  he  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  otrer  at  the  proper  time: 

"  Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  elause,and  insert 

"  Whereas  it  has  heen  communicated  to  Congress  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Statcs,tliatt!iis  Government  is  now 
at  war  with  Mexico,  and  a  call  has  been  made  on  Congress 
for  means  to  prosecute  liostilities  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States ;  and 

"  Whereas  Congress  is  informed  that,  in  a  war  thus  com- 
menced, losses  have  occurred  to  the  army  of  tlic  United 
States  employed  by  the  President  on  the  bank  of  the  river 
Dul  Norte,  and  that  such  army,  if  not  already  loit,  i«  in  an 
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exposed  and  perilous  situation,  and  requires  speedy  relief 
and  reinforcement:  Tlierefore, 

'•'  Be  it  enacted,  Hfc,  That  while  Congress  will  not  sanction 
or  approve  the  forcilile  occupation,  under  the  orders  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  territory  between  the 
rivers  Nueces  and  Del  Norte,  by  the  armed  forces  of  the 
United  States,  nor  of  any  hostilities  which  have  been  car- 
ried on  by  order  of  the  President  against  the  Government  or 
people  of  Mexico,  yet,  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  relieve  and  to  extricate  the  army  of  the  United 
States  from  the  position  in  which  it  has  become  involved, 
and  to  prevent  any  invasion  or  encroachments  upon  the  ter- 
ritory of  this  Union,  and  to  protect  and  defend,  to  the  fullest 
extent,  the  citizens  and  people  of  the  United  States,  as  far 
as  the  same  inay  be  in  any  way  affected  or  endangered  by 
hostilities  with  Mexico,  the  President  is  hereby  authorized, 
in  addition  to  all  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  United 
States,  to  call  for,"  &c. 

That  proposition,  sir,  would  have  met  my  entire 
approbation;  and  if  that  had  failed,  I  should  have 
been  unwilling  to  place  myself  in  the  position  of 
denying  supplies  to  our  army  in  peril.  I  should 
be  disposed  to  take  care  of  my  own  household 
first,  and  it  would  be  only  in  the  flush  of  victory 
that  I  should  feel  inclined  to  spare  those  with 
whom  we  are  v/arring. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  understand  that  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Butler] 
desires  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Senate  when 
the  consideration  of  this  subject  shall  be  next  re- 
sumed. I  shall,  therefore,  very  cheerfully  yield 
to  him — hoping,  however,  that  I  may  be  allowed 
to  follow  him.  With  that  understanding,  sir,  I 
would  now  move  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  CASS.  If  the  Senator  will  pardon  me,  I 
would  inquire  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland 
whether  I  am  to  understand  him  as  having  said 
that  the  expenditures  of  the  present  year  will  be 
seventy-five  millions. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  stated  that  the  estimates  for 
the  present  year,  including  the  actual  expenses  of 
the  first  quarter,  would  amount  to  seventy-five  mil- 
lions, but  I  have  now  reason  to  suppose  that  I  was 
mistaken.  The  Senator  from  Connecticut  [Mr. 
NiLEs]  has  satisfied  me  that  sixteen  milliorts,  the 
expenses  of  the  first  quarter,  were  carried  out  under 
the  same  title,  and,  as  I  supposed  they  were  not,  1 
fell  into  that  error  in  my  calculation.  But  I  believe 
that  further  deficiencies  will  run  the  actual  expend- 
itures of  the  year  to  seventy  millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  CASS.  Did  the  Senator  give  an  estimate 
of  the  expenses  of  the  war.' 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  stated  the  fact,  sir,  that  you 
had  twelve  millions  in  the  treasury  at  the  com- 
menceiYient  of  the  war.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
about  that.  I  then  said  that  there  was  authorized 
to  be  borrowed,  or  issued  in  treasury  notes — the 
same  as  a  loan — the  sum  of  thirty-eight  millions, 
including  the  five  millions  authorized  to  be  re- 
issued by  the  act  of  last  session.  Will  the  Sen- 
ator have  the  kindness  to  say  whether  I  am 
mistaken  ?  • 

Mr.  CASS.  I  merely  wanted  to  know  what  his 
estimate  was. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  I  should  be  very  glad  if  the 
Senator  would  furnish  me  with  means  of  making 
a  better  estimate,  if  I  am  wrong. 

Mr.  CASS.  If  the  request  had  been  made,  I 
should  have  complied  with  it  with  a  great  deal  of 
pleasure. 

Mr.  PEARCE.     No  doubt.     If  the  gentleman 

wishes  to  put  me  upon  a  cross-examination 

Mr.  CASS.  Oh  no,  by  no  means. 
Mr.  WESTCOTT.  I  voted  in  the  affirmative 
on  the  motion  to  adjourn  to  Monday  next.  At  the 
request  of  several  Senators,  who  seem  to  have  la- 
bored under  some  misapprehension  with  regard  to 
it,  I  now  beg  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  that 
question. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demand- 
ed and  ordered,  and  being  taken,  the  result  was — 
yeas  22,  nays  21. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and 
ordered. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  move  that  the  Senate  do  now  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  DAYTON.  What  will  be  the  eflfect  of  the 
adoption  of  the  motion  just  made.' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senate 
will  stand  adjourned  until  to-raorrow. 


Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland.  Is  the  motion 
in  order? 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  The  Senate,  by  a  resolution 
adopted  this  morning,  determined  that  when  it 
should  adjourn,  it  should  adjourn  until  Monday 
next.  A  motion  has  been  made  to  reconsider  that 
vote,  and  the  motion  for  reconsideration  has  been 
adopted.  But  the  resolution  has  not  been  rescinded 
— the  question  was  about  to  be  put  upon  that  res- 
olution. If  we  adjourn  now,  therefore,  we  shall 
adjourn  over  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  CASS.  Then  I  will  withdraw  my  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  This  is  certainly  a  very  clear 
case.  The  reconsideration  puts  the  question  back 
to  where  it  was  this  morning,  before  any  action 
was  had  upon  it.  A  motion  to  adjourn  at  that  pe- 
riod would  certainly  have  been  in  order,  as  it  now 
is  in  order. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  believe  I  will  take  the  advice  of 
my  friend  from  i^fkansas,  and  adhere  to  my  mo- 
tion. 

The  Secretary  then  proceeded  with  the  call  of 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  result  was:  Yeas  21, 
nays  22. 

The  question  recurring  upon  the  original  mo- 
tion, it  was  adopted. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  January  14,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  Sen- 
ate bill  for  the  relief  of  the  administratrix  of  Eli- 
sha  L.  Keen,  deceased,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment.     Committed. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Daniel  Brown 
and  A.  Conkling.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  read  and  agreed  to : 

Resolced.  That  a  synopsis  of  the  geological  observations 
on  the  mineral  lands  of  Lake  Superior,  made  during  the  last 
session  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Jackson,  United  States 
Geological  Surveyor,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  ordered  to 
be  printed  as  a  part  of  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  TUCK,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Cham- 
plin;  which  was  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution;  which  was  read 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  continuing  the  pension  of  Martha  L. 
Downs  five  years  from  the  20th  March,  1847,  and  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  asked  that  the  said  committee  be  dis- 
charged from  the  petition  of  Levi  M.  Roberts, 
and  that  it  lie  on  the  table.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  from  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
bill  to  provide  for  completki^  the  Cumberland 
road  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and 
to  Jefferson  city,  Missouri,  reported  the  same  back 
to  the  House  without  amendment.     Committed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  W.  B. 
Slaughter,  late  Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin, was  taken  up,  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  JAMIESON,  by  general  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  for  the  relief  of  N.  C.  Orear.  Read 
and  referred. 

Mr.  CONGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Printing,  to  which  was  referred  the  resolution  of 
the  House  providing  for  the  printing  of  1,000  ex- 
tra copies  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  upon  the  coast  survej!-,  made  a  report, 
and  recommended  the  adoption  of  the  resolution; 
whereupon,  the  question  was  put  on  the  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  agreed  to. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  gf  Connecti- 
cut, the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
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the  Whole  (Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  in  the  chair) 
ou  the  private  calendar. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Roberts,  and 

the  bill  for  the  iclief  of  Phineas  Capen,  lejal  ad- 
ministrator of  Jolin  Cox,  deceased,  of  Boston, 
were  taken  up,  considered,  and  laid  aside,  to  be 
reported  to  the  House. 

The  next  bill  in  order  was  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mary  Brown,  widow  of  Jacob  Brown.  The 
bill  provides  for  the  granting  of  a  pension  to  Mrs. 
Brown,  of  Clarksburg,  Massachusetts,  at  the  rate 
of  twenty  dollars  per  month,  to  commence  Janu- 
ary 1,  1847,  to  continue  during  her  natural  life. 
The  petitioner  is  tlic  stepmother  of  Major  Jacob 
Brown,  who  was  killed  while  conducting  the  mili- 
tary operations  at  Fort  Brown,  on  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  the  widow  of  Jacob  Brown,  senior,  a  soldier 
of  the  revolutionary  war,  who  died  in  October  last, 
in  the  ciglUy-third  year  of  liis  age.  She  is  now 
seventy-four  years  of  age,  and,  by  the  death  of 
her  husband,  and  the  more  recent  death  of  his  son, 
she  is  deprived  of  the  means  of  support  which  she 
heretofore  enjoyed,  of  which  a  revolutionary  pen- 
sion of  twenty-four  dollars,  received  by  her  hus- 
band, was  a  part.  To  her  husband  she  was  married 
more  than  forty  years  ago,  which  did  not  bring 
her  within  the  provisions  of  the  general  pension 
law,  but  all  the  circumstances  furnished  a  case 
which  appealed  to  the  sympathies  of  the  House. 
For  the  last  thirteen  years  of  the  life  of  her  hus- 
band, he  was  very  infirm,  and  suffered  extremely 
by  sickness,  by  which  their  means  were  limited, 
and  now  she  is  entirely  destitute.  A  provision  in 
the  bill  ]iut  this  pension  on  the  ground  of  the  ser- 
vices of  her  step-son,  but  it  was  opposed  by  several 
gentlemen  as  the  introduction  of  a  principle  that 
niigiit  lead  to  invidious  distinctions,  and  very  ob- 
jectionable as  a  precedent  in  the  bestowal  of  the 
bounties  of  the  Government  in  the  shape  of  pen- 
sions, however  much  they  might  sympathize  with 
the  applicant. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  having  moved  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  words  of  the  bill,  a  debate  of  considerable 
length  arose  thereon,  which  was  participated  in  by 
Messrs.  GIDDINGS,  KING  of  Massachusetts, 
HASKELL,  JOIiJNTSON  of  Arkansas,  ROCK- 
WELL of  Massachusetts,  HENLEY,  CUM- 
MINS, SAWYER,  POLLOCK,  S.  LAW- 
RENCE, FICKLIN,  BOWLIN,  McLANE, 
JAMIESON,  LAHM,  JONES  of  Tennessee, 
TOMPKINS,  and  TURNER. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  pending  the  debate,  withdrew 
his  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  words  of  the 
bill,  and  moved  as  an  amendment  that  the  bill  be 
recommitted,  "  with  instrncti(ms  to  report  ageneral 
bill,  including  all  such  cases  as  may  be  considered 
proper."  This  amendment  was  ruled  out  of  or- 
der by  the  Chairman. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  then  moved  that  the  bill  be 
reported  to  the  House  with  the  recommendation 
that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing as  a  proviso,  "  that  this  pension  i.?  granted  in 
consideration  of  the  gallantry  and  death  of  Major 
Jacob  Brown,  (her  step-son,)  in  command  of  the 
fort  op))osite  Matamoros,  and  shall  not  be  re- 
garded as  a  precedent  in  other  cases." 

Mr.  BOWLIN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting after  the  woi-d  "  Massachusetts"  the  fol- 
lowing :  "  Aged  seventy-four  years,  and  was  born 
before  the  close  of  the  Revolution." 

The  foregoing  propositions  of  amendment  were 
ofiTored  [>f;nding  the  debate. 

After  Mr.  TURNER,  concluded  his  romark.s— 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  obtained  the  floor, 
and,  on  his  motion,  the  committee  rose  and  report- 
ffl  to  the  House  the  bills  for  the  relief  of  Robert 
R-oberts  and  of  Pliineas  Capen. 

The  committee  rni)orted  progress  on  the  hill  for 
the  relief  of  Mary  Brown,  widow  of  Jacob  Ihown. 

And  then,  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned  to 
Monday  ne.\t. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
M.i)s\)\\,  January  17,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  BOYD  rose  to  ofl'er  a  resolution. 
The  SPEAKER  stated,  that  under  tlio  rules,  it 
•was  hi.s  duty  to  call  for  rcHolutions  to-dny;  and 
having  left   (i(T   at   Delaware   on    last   resolution 
Monday,  h(*would  commence  with  Maryland. 
Mr.  BOYD  said  the  resolution  he  wished  to 


offer  was  always  in  order.  It  was,  therefore,  sent 
up  to  the  Clerk's  table  and  read.  It  provided  for 
the  termination  of  the  debate  on  the  President's 
message  at  three  o'clock  to-day. 

Mr.'  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays  oi>  its  adoption. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  the 
resolution  was  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  such  a  resolution  was 
always  in  order. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  remarking  that  the  resolu- 
tion was  the  same  as  had  already  been  offered  sev- 
eral times  and  voted  down,  requested  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  to  withdraw  it, and  notconsume  the 
time  of  the  House  by  the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BOYD  said,  if  he  might  be  allowed  to  re- 
spond, he  must  say,  that  in  his  judgment,  the 
President's  message  should  have  been  distributed 
among  the  various  committees  long  since — indeed 
the  very  first  week  of  the  session,  so  that  the 
committees. might  have  had  the  various  subjects 
before  them,  so  as  to  act  upon  them  and  report. 
He  did  not  feel  himself  disposed  to  yield  this 
question  to  any  other  that  could  come  up.  He 
thought  it  of  more  importance  at  this  time  to  refer 
the  President's  messcige,  and  that  the  committees 
and  the  House  act  ui_>nn  the  various  subjects  to 
which  their  attention  was  ^called,  than  to  consider 
any  other  subject.  He  must,  therefore,  decline 
to  comply  with  the  request  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia. 

Mr.  STEPFIENS  granted  it  was  very  import- 
ant to  have  the  message  referred  to  the  committees. 
There  were  grave  questions  brought  before  the 
House  in  that  message.  But  it  was  equally  import- 
ant to  this  House  and  the  country  that  these  c{ues- 
tions  be  gravely  considered  and  deliberated  upon  in 
this  House  before  the  reference  of  the  message. 
This  House  had  consumed  but  three  days  in  Tiie 
consideration  of  these  momentous  questions,  than 
which,  he  hesitated  not  to  say,  no  questions  more 
momentous  had  ever  been  [)resented  to  Congress 
since  the  organization  of  this  Government. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  gentleman  that 
the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  not  debatable. 
Incidental  remarks  were  sometimes  allowed  by  the 
indulgence  of  the  House,  but  certainly  no  extend- 
ed remarks  were  in  order. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved,  then,  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table. 

Mr.  BOYD  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
would  withdraw  the  motion,  he  would  modify  the 
resolution  so  as  to  provide  that  debate  should 
cease  in  three  hours  after  tlie  message  was  again 
taken  up  in  Comfnittce  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  declining  to  comply  with  the 
request,  renev/ed  his  motion  to  lay  on  the  table, 
and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

The  vote  was  announced  to  be  92  in  the  affirm- 
ative and  94  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Wessrs.  Aliliott,  John  Qiiincy  Adams,  Green  Ad- 
ams, liarriiiger,  IJarrow,  lilancliard,  Botts,  JJoyJoii,  Buller, 
C'iuihy,  Ulingman,  Cocke,  Collairier,  Corigrr,  Cranston, 
Crislicid,  Crowcll,  Crny.ier,  Uickey,  nixoii,  Donnell,  Gar- 
nctt  Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckcrt,  Edwards,  Knihrce,  Nathan 
Evans,  Farrelly,  Fislicr,  I'^oedloy,  (iayle,  Giddings,  Goggin, 
Gott,  Gregory,"  Grinnell,  Hale,  K'allian  K.  Hall,"  James  G. 
Hampton,  Moses  Hampton,  Ha-:koll,  Henry,  J.  W.  Houston, 
Hulibard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Charles  J.  I ngersoll,  Irvin,  John 
W.  Jones,  Kellogg,  Thomas  Butler  Kiiig,  Daniel  P.  King, 
William  T.  Lawrence,  Eincoln,  Mclhaine,  Marsh,  IVIarvin, 
Morehead,  IV/ullin,  Nes,  Novvall,  Outlaw,  I'alfrey,  Pallocif, 
Preston,  Putnam,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  lioe'kvvell,  ilo- 
niau.  Rose,  [tool,  St.  Jolni,  Sehenck,  Sluipperd,  Slierrill, 
Calel)  1{.  Snntli,  'I'ruuian  vSmith,  SteplKins,  Strohui,  Sylves- 
ter, Tallmadgc,  Tliihodeaux,Taylc)r,  Tompkins,  Richard  VV. 
Tlionjpson,  Toomhs,  Tuck,  Viiiton,  Warren,  Wliite,  and 
Wilson— 92. 

NAY'S— Messrs.  Atkinson,  liavlv,  P.cale,  Ccilinger,  Ring- 
ham,  Hirdsall,  Black,  Bowdon,  liowlin,  l!ovd,  Brodliead, 
Win.  G.  Brown,  Burt,  Catlieart,  Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  Ij. 
Clark,  Howell  Cohh,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cohli,  Collins, 
('ummins,  Daniel,  Dickinson,  Edsall,  Faran,  Fenthcrston, 
Ficklin,  Fries,  French,  Fulton,  Green,  Wilhird  P.  Hall, 
Hammons,  Haralson,  llarmanson,  Harris,  Henley,  Hill,  G. 
H.  Houston,  Inge,  Jamieson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson, 
James  H.  Johnson,  Jtohert  W.  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones, 
Kaufman,  Kennon,  l,iihin,  (-a  Si^rc,  Sidney  Eawrenei:, 
Leitler,  Ligon,  Lord,  Lumpkin,  Mct^lellaiid,  McClernand, 
McKay,  McLhik;,  Mann,  Meade,  Miller,  Morris,  Morse, 
NIeoll,  Peaslee,, Peck,  Petric,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Plllshury, 
Kichiudson,  Richey,  Kohinson,  liocUliill,  Sa'u  \ cr,  Simpson, 
Sims,  Smart.  Rohcrt  Smith,  Stanloji.  Slarkwe"atlier,(,'harlcs 
E.  Stuart,  '1  homas,  .Tames  Thompson,  Jiiroh  Thompson, 
liohen  A.  Thonlpson,  William  Thompson,  Thur-ton,  Tur- 
ner, Venable,  Wcntvvorth,  Wick,  Williams,  and  Wil.y— 'Jl. 

So  the  resolution  was  not  laid  on  the  taljle. 
The  question  then  recurred  on  tiie  adoption  of 
the  resolution. 


Mr.  TUCK  moved  to  amend  it  by  inserting  a 
substitute  providing  "  for  the  terinination  of  debate 
at  three  o'clock  on  the  1st  day  of  February  next, 
unless  sooner  disposed  of." 

Mr.  BOYD  modified  his  resolution  so  as  to  pro- 
vide for  the  termination  of  debate  after  the  House 
shall  again  have  been  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
thereon  for  tv/o  hours. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  to  postpone  the  reso- 
lution and  amend mpnt  to  this  day  week,  and  on 
this  he  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

After  a  sugsrestion  and  a  few  observations  from 
Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  and  Mr.  STEPHENS, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  being  taken, 
were — yeas  99,  nays  98,  as  follows; 

YEAS — Messrs.  Ahbott,  John  (iiiiney  Adams,  Green 
Adtuiis,  Barringer,  Barrow,  Blanchard,  Botts,  Boydon, 
Buckncr,  Butler,  Cabell,  Canby,  Chapman,  Clingman, 
Cocke,  Collamer,  Conger,  Cranston,  Crisfjeld,  Crowell, 
Crozier,  Dickey,  Dixon,  Donnell,  Duer,  Garnett  Duncan, 
Dunn,  Eckert,  Edwards,  Eminee,  Nathan  Evans,  Farrelly, 
Fisher,  Freediey,  Gaines,  Giddings,  Goggin,  Gott,  Gregory, 
Grinnell,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  James  G.  Hauipton,  Moses 
Hampton,  Haskell,  Henry.  John  W.  Houston,  Hubbard, 
Hudson,  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll, 
Irvin,  John  W.  Jones,  Kellogg,  I'liomas  liutler  King,  Daniel 
P.  Kins,  William  T.  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Mcllvaine.  Marsh, 
Marviii,  Morehead,  Mnllin,  iN'es,  Newall,  Outlaw,  Palfrey, 
Pollock,  Preston,  Putnam,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rock- 
well, Koman,  Rose,  Root,  St.  John,  Schenek,  Shepperd, 
Sherrill,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stepliens,  Andrew 
Stewart,  Strohm,  Sylvester,  Tallmadge,  'J'hibodeaux,  'J"ay- 
lor,  Tom|)kins,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  John  B.  Tiiompson, 
Toonil^jj,  Tuak,  Vinton,  Warren,  Wliite,  and  Wilson — 99. 

NA\S — ^lessrs.  Atkinson,  Bayly,  Beale,  Bedinger,  Bing- 
ham, Birdsall,  Black,  Bowdon,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  liiodhead, 
William  G.  Brown,  Burt,  Catheart.  Chase,  Franklin  Clark, 
Beverly  L  Clark,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  VV.  Cobb, 
Collins,  Cummins,  Daniel,  Dickinson,  Edsall,  Faran,  Feath- 
erston,  Ficklin,  French,  Fries,  Fulton,  Green,  Willard  P. 
Hall,  Hammons,  Harabon,  Harinanson,  Harris,  Henley, 
Hill,  Gi;orge  S.  Houston,  tnge,  Jamieson,  Jenkins,  Andrew 
Johnson,  James  H.-  Johnson,  Robert  VV.  Johnson,  George 
W.  Jones,  ivaufnian,  Kennon,  Lalini,  La  S^re,  Sidney 
Lawrence,  l^etfler,  Ligon,  Lord,  Lumpkin,  Maclav,McClel- 
l:ind,  McClernand,  '^icKay,  McLane,  Mann,  Mea"de,  Miller, 
Morris,  Morse,  Murpljy,  Nicoll,  Peaslee,  Peck,  Petrie, 
Peyton,  Plllsbury,  Rlieit,  Richardson,  Richey,  Robinson, 
Rockliill,  Sawyer,  Simpson,  Sims,  Smart,  Robert  Smith, 
Stanton,  Starkweather,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Thomas,  James 
Tliompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Robert  A.  'J'hompson,  Wil- 
liam Thompson,  Thurston,  Turner,  Venable,  VVentwonh, 
Wick,  Williams,  and  Wiley— 98. 

So  the  resolution  was  postponed  to  Monday 
next. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  then  proceeded  to  call  the 
States,  commencing  at  Maryland,  for  resolutions. 

Mr.  ROMAN  otTered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  bi'  instructed 

to  ini|iiire  into  the  jiropriety  of  making  appropriations  for  tlK; 

improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Havre  de  Grace,  Maryland, 

by  removing  obstructions  from   the  entrance  thereof,  anil 

that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Debate  arising,  it  was  laid  over. 

Mr.  McLANE  offered  the  following  resolution; 

Resoh-ed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  furnish  to  this  House 
the  report  and  niapof  Lieutenant  Emory,  of  the  Topograph- 
ical Engineers,  of  the  route  of  the  army  under  General 
Kearny  from  the  Missouri  river  to  the  Pacitic  ocean,  with 
such  parts  of  the  report  of  Captain  Cook  as  related  to  his 
deviation  from  such  route,  and  the  report  and  map  of  Lieu- 
tenant Abert,  of  the  same  corp-:,  of  his  examinations  in  the 
Province  of  New  Mexico;  and  also  the  reports  of  such 
military  commanders  serving  with  the  army  in  Mexico  as 
have  been  received  since  the  transmission  of  his  annual  re- 
port to  Congress,  and  already  furnished  to  ihe  Senate  lor 
publication,  with  the  documents  accompanying  said  report. 

The  resolution  being  read — 

The  SPEAKER  stated  thatall  resolutions  calling 
on  the  Executive  Departments  were  required  l»y 
the  rule  to  lie  over  one  day. 

Mr.  McLANE  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  resolution,  and 
also  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  suggested  to  Mr.  McLane  to 
modify  his  resolution,  so  as  to  include — 

"Also,  the  manuscript  journal  kept  during  that  expedition 
by  Captain  Abraham  R.  Johnston,  of  the  Ist  dragoons,  up  to 
the  time  of  his  death,  when  killed  in  the  battle  of  San  Pas- 
cual,in  California." 

Mr.  McLANE  accepted  the  modification. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  suspending  the 
rules,  and  it  was  agreed  to,  two-thirds  voting 
therefor. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded;  and, 
under  its  operntion,  the  resolution  was  adopted, 

Mr.  BOTTS  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  laid  over  under  the  rule: 

Repaired,  That  the  Pic'-ident  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
i|uc>ted  to  eomiminieale  to  this  House,  if  not  iiicompatiblH 
with  the  public  interests,  the  specific  object  for  which  he  ap- 
plied to  the  last  C'ongre.ss  for  an  appropri  ilion  ol  three  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  the  grounds  on  which  he  gave  the 
assurance  that  such  an  apinoprialion  would  be  lh«  means 
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of  securiiii,'  a  speedy  peace  with  Mexico ;  iinrt  that  he  also 
state  whether  any  effort  or  proposition  has  been  made  by 
the  Executive  or  its  aucnt  or  agents  for  the  disposi lion  of 
said  fund  or  any  part"  thereof ;  or  whether  sueli  agent  or 
nsjents  have  been  authorised  to  make  propositions  to  the 
Mexican  authorities,  or  any  Mexican  ofiicers,  civil  or  niiU- 
lary,  or  to  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  Mexico,  for  the  dispo- 
sition of  tlie  whole  or  any  part  thereof;  and  tliat  lie  be 
requested  to  furnish  all  instructions  and  correspondence, 
together  with  all  the  facts  and  circujnstances  relating 
thereto;  and  if  no  dispnsilion  has  been  made,  or  attempted 
to  be  made,  of  said  fund  for  the  purpo.-e  of  securing  peace 
as  promised,  to  state  his  reasons  therefor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FULTON,  it  was 
Reso/.Bcd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  post  route  from  Martins^ville,  in  the  county  of 
Henry,  lo  Floyd  Court-house,  Virginia. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  moved  the  following  resolution; 
whicii  was  read  and  laid  over  under  the  rule  : 

Rcsoh-ed,  That  the  Proident  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  cause  to  be  communicated  to  this  Mouse  jvnycor- 
tespoiidence  on  file  in  any  of  the  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  the  duties  at  this  time  paid  on  American 
tobacco  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  since  the  year  1840,  toielher  with  any  instructions 
given  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  or  any  officer  of 
this  Government  to  the  diplomatic  representativRs  thereof  in 
England  and  in  other  countries  in  regard  to  a  diminution  of 
such  duties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MEADE,  it  was 
Reioloed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Koads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedieucy  of  amend- 
'  ing  the  lawson  the  subject  of  the  transportation  of  the  mails, 
so  as  to  fix  a  maximum  price  for  transporting  the  same  on 
railroads  aud  steamboats,  and  designate  the  route  of  mails 
of  the  first  class,  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CLINGMAN,  it  was 
Riis:ili-C(l,  That  Isaac  Shaw  have  leave  to  withdraw  from 
the  files  of  this  House  the  papers  in  suijport  of  his  claim  for 
a  revolutionary  p. Tision,  with  a  view  to  their  being  presented 
to  the  Pension  Office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OUTLAW,  it  was 
Reiofved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instrucled 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation 
to  reopen  Roanoke  inlet,  in  tiie  State  of  North  Carolina,  at 
or  near  Nag's  Head;  and  that  tliey  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARRINGER,  it  was 
Rcsjlved,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Francis  M.  Hol- 
ton,  for  an  invalid  pension,  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of 
this  House  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
eions. 

On  motion  of  Mi-.  McKAY,  it  was 

Re.'.olced,  That  the  Committee  on  tlic  l^ost  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be,  and  tliey  are  hereby,  instructed  to  ascertain  on 
inquiry,  and  report  to  this  llou-e,  the  terms  upon  whicli  the 
•Postmaster  General  can  be  released  from  the  contract  made 
by  him  during' the  pa.-t  year  for  the  transportation  of  the  great 
southern  mail  frmn  Baltimore  down  the  bay  ;  also,  tlie  ti:rms 
upon  which  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  Riilro;idand 
Potomac  Steamboat  Company  or  Com()anies  will  engage  to 
■carry  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RHETT,it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  do  inquire  into 
tlie  expediency  of  printing  the  remaining  correspondence 
which  has  not  been  printed  between  the  Governmtnts  of 
Great  Britain  and  of  the  United  Stales  relative  to  the  duties 
iinposc'd  by  Great  Britain  on  American  rough  rice  or  paddy. 

Mr.  HOWELL  COBB  moved  the  following 
resolution,  whicli  was  read  and  agixed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  trans- 
mit to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions  of  this 
House  the  papers  on  file  in  the  otHce  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions  in  the  case  of  Catharine  Freeman,  an  applicant 
Xor  a  pension  as  the  widow  of  a  revolutionary  soldier. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TOOMBS,  it  was 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  by  law  a  port  of  entiy  at  Au- 
gusta, Georgia. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  directed  to  re- 
port to  this  House,  as  soon  as  practicable,  what  measures 
ate  necessary  to  impose  and  regulate  the  payment  of  i)ost- 
ages  on  letters  and  other  mailable  matter  received  from  for- 
eign ports  at  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  sent  from 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  to  foreign  ports;  and  also 
what  measures-are  necessary'to  impose  and  regulate  prist- 
age  on  mailable  nmtter  sent  by  sea  from  one  port  to  another 
in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CLAR,K,  of  Kentucky,  moved  a  resolution 
referring  petitions  to  committees. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOYD,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committe(^  on  Roads  and  Canals  be 
instrucled  to  imiuire  into  the  expediency  of  relinquishing 
the  Cumbeiland  road,  with  all  its  fixtures,  bridges,  and  ma- 
terials prepared  for  making  the  same,  to  the  States  respect- 
ively within  which  the  same  is  situated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FRENCFI,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  tlie  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquiri;  into  the  expediency  ofestab- 
Jishing  a  post  route  from  Grayson,  in  Carter  county,  Ken- 
tucky, via  the  precinct  on  Little  Sandy,  and  Daniel  Horton's, 
to  West  Liberty,  in  Morg.in  county,  mid  from  thence  via 
Hazle  Green,  to  Jackson,  in  Breathitt  county. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 
Resolved,  That,  in  addition  to  the  standing  coinmitteos  of 


this  House,  there  shall  be  one  called  the  Smithsonian  Com- 
mittee, whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  superintend  ths  affairs  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Resolved,  That  the  report  made  by  the  regents  and  accom- 
panying documents  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Smithsonian  Institution,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine 
the  same  in  connection  with  the  original  journal  and  other 
documents  from  which  they  have  been  made,  and  report  to 
this  House  whether,  in  their  opinion,  it  is  necessary  to  print 
all  or  any  |)ortion  of  them,  or  not;  and  that  said  comnn'ltee 
be,  and  is  hereby,  authmized  and  rcipiired  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  propriety  ami  cxiietlieiicy  of  suspending  all 
further  operations  of  the  Smithsoninn  Institution  until  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States  be  relieved  from  the  heavy 
and  pressing  burden  created  by  the  existing  war  between  the 
auiirek]!  of  Mexico  and  the  American  Union.  And,  further, 
that  said  committee  be  authorized  and  required  to  procure 
the  aid  of  three  architects,  distinguished  in  tlieir  protession, 
associated  v.'ith  two  responsible  and  highly-reputed  scientific 
practical  builder.«,  who  shall  take  into  consideration  the 
site,  the  design,  and  material  of  which  the  present  building 
is  composed,  and  report  the  result  of  such  examination  to 
this  House.  And,  further,  that  said  connniltee  take  into  l 
consideration  the  propriety  of  so  changing  and  remodelliMg  ' 
the  present  design  of  the  Srnilhsonian  Institution  as  to  con-  1 
vert  it  into  a  "  university."  in  the  extended  sense  of  the 
term,  including  the  manual  labor  feature^s  to  embrace 
agriculture,  horticulture,  and  all  tlie  various  branches  of  [ 
mechanism,  or  as  many  of  them  as  may  be  deemed  practi- 
cable and  useful  to  the  countrj'. 

The  SPEAKER  ruled  the  resolution  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  moved  to  susfpend  the  rules 
that  the  resolution  might  be  received. 

The  question  was  put  on  suspending  the  rules, 
and  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  COCKE  presented  a  memorial  and  certain 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, in  favor  of  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
from  Lake  Michi2:an  to  the  Pacific  ocean. 

Mr.  STANTON  presented  a  similar  memorial 
and  resolutions  to  those  presented  by  Mr.  Cocke. 

Mr.  CHASE  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  order  our  troops  to 

retreat  from  the  positions  wliich  tliey  have  gallantly  won  in 

Mexico,  for  the  purpose  of  falling  back  upon  a  defensive 

line. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table;  which  motion  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  96,  nays  89,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbott,  John  Q,.  Adams,  Green  Adams, 
Barnnger,  Barrow,  Blanchard,  Botts,  Boydon,  Biickner, 
Butler,  Cabell,  Canby,  Clingmaii,  Cocke,  CoUamer,  Conger, 
Cranston,  Crowell,  Crozier,  Dickey,  Dixon,  Donnell,  Duer, 
Garnett  Duncan,  Eckert,  Edwards,  Emliree,  Nathan  Evans, 
Farreilv,  Fisher,  Freedley,  Fulton,  Gaines,  Gayle,  Gentry, 
Giddings,  Gogffin.Gott,  Greaory,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Nathan  K. 
liall,  James  G.  Hampton,  Moses  Hampton,  Haskell,  Henry, 
Ellas  B.  Holmes,  John  W.  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hudsoti, 
Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  KellocL',  Thomas  Butler  Kijig, 
Daniel  P.  King,  W.'T.  Lawrence,  Levin,  Lincoln,  Mcll- 
vaine,  Marvin,  Morehead,  Mullin,  Nes,  Newall,  Outlaw, 
Palircy,  Pollock,  Preston,  Putnam,  Julius  Rockwell,  John 
A.  Rdckwell,  Roman,  Rose,  Root,  St.  John,  Schenck,'Shep- 
perd,  Sheirill,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stephens, 
Andrew  Stewart,  Strohm,  Sylvester,  Tallmadge,  Tliibo- 
deaux,  Taylor,  Tompkins,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  John  B. 
Thompson,  Toombs,  Tuck,  Vinton,  Warren,  White,  and 
Wilson— 96. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atkinson,  Bayly,  Beale,  Bedinger,  Bing- 
ham, Birdsail,  Black,  Bowdon,  Boyd,  Brodliead,  Williain 
G.  Brown,  Cathcart.  Chase,  Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L. 
Clark,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Collins,  Cum- 
mins, Daniel,  Dickinson,  Edsali,  Faran,  Featherston,  Fick- 
lin,  Fries,  French,  Green,  Willard  P.  Hall,  Haralson,  Har- 
nianson,  Harris,  Henley,  Hill,  George  S.  Houston,  Charles 
J.  Ingersoll,  Jamieson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnscni,  James  H. 
Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Kaufman, 
Kennon,  Lahin,  LaSgre,  Sidney  Lawrence,  Leffler.  Lii;on, 
Lord,  Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McClernand,  McKay, 
Mann,  M.-ade,  Miller,  Morris,  Morse,  Nicoll,  Peaslee,  Peck, 
Peyton,  Phelps,  Pillsbury,  Rliett,  Richardson,  Richey,  Rob- 
inson, Rockhill,  Sawyer,  Simpson,  Sims,  Smart,  Robert 
Smith,  Stanton,  Starkweather,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Thomas, 
James  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  William  Thompson, 
'I'hurston,  Turner,  Venalile,  Wentworth,  Wick,  Williams, 
and  Wiley— 89. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  THOMAS,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  [jroviding  by 
law  for  the  payment  to  the  widows,  heirs,  or  legal  represen- 
tatives of  such  volunteers  in  the  Mexican  war  who  may 
have  been  killed  In  battle  or  died  before  the  end  of  their 
term  of  service,  the  same  pay  as  they  would  have  received 
had  they  served  the  full  time  for  wliich  they  entered  the  ser- 
vice; and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tenn.,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Connnitlee  on  the  PostOlfice  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  pro- 
priety of  providing  by  law  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Postinaster  General  to  arrange  and  class  the  service  here- 
after to  be  required  of  the  railroad  companies,  including 
that  in  which  the  service  is  partly  by  steamboats,  in  the 
transportation  of  the  United  States  ma*,  into  four  classes, 
according  to  the  size  of  the  mails,  the  speed  and  frequency 
with  which  the  mails  are  or  shall  be  reViuired  to  be  c(mvey- 
ed,and  the  importance  of  the  service;  and  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  him  to  contract  for  carrying  the  mail  with  any  such  rail- 
road company,  or  any  steamboat  company,  or  any  railroad 
aud  steamboat  company,  either  with  or  without  advertising 
for  such  contr.icts:  Provided,  That  for  the  first  class  service 
in  conveying  the  mail  on  any  railroad  he  ihj^U  not  pay  a 


higher  rale  of  compensation  than  $100  per  mile  per  annum, 
nor  for  the  second  class  service  on  any  lailroad  a  greater 
compensation  than  .iflSO  per  mile  per  annum,  nor  for  the 
third  class  service  on  any  railroad  a  greater  compensation 
than  .♦,•100  per  mile  per  annum,  nor  for  the  fourth  class  ser- 
vice on  any  railroad  a  greater  compensation  than  $50  per 
mile  per  annum;  nor  for  carrying  the  mail  on  steamboats, 
or  on  the  steamboat  portion  of  a  railroad  and  steamboat 
route,  a  greater  compensalion  than  is  above  specified  for 
the  several  classes,  less  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent.;  and 
that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  were  read,  and  laid  over  under  the 
rule:  , 

Resolved,  That  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
the  power  is  conferred  upon  Congress  to  appropriate  the 
money  of  the  United  States  for  the  construciiim  of  such 
works  of  internal  Improvement  as  are  necessary  for  tlie 
national  defence  and  lor  the  safety  and  pre.-vervation  of  the 
military  marine  of  the  country,  which  works  may  incident- 
ally be  used  for  the  advancement  and  protection  of  com- 
merce, so  far  as  the  same  are  suitable  for  that  purpose. 

Resjli.cd,  Tliat  by  the  Constiiulion  of  the  United  States, 
the  power  is  not  conferred  upon  Congress  to  appropriatB  the 
money  of  the  United  States  for  the  constructicm  ot  v\ork3  of 
internal  iujiirovement  within  the  limits  of  any  Slate  In  the 
Confederacy,  the  object  of  which  work  is  for  the  regulation 
of  commerce  only,  and  not  lor  national  defence  ;  but  such 
powi;r,  winm  assumed  and  exercised  by  Congress,  is  derived 
not  from  afaithful  construction  of  the  Constitution  irsi  II,  nor 
from  its  letter  or  spirit,  but  by  a  latitudinous  cimstruction  of 
that  instrument,  and  an  unwarrantable  implication  of  power, 
dangerous  alike  in  principle  and  in  practice. 

Resolved,  That  the  example  of  those  States  which  have 
engaged  in  an  indiscriminate  and  combined  system  of  inter- 
nal improvements  has  clearly  proved  the  dangerous  tenden- 
cies and  corrupting  infiuences  of  such  a  policy,  and  which 
should  admonish  the  National  Legislature  not  to  impose 
upon  the  people  of  the  Uiiilcd  States  an  onerous  public  debt, 
involve  their  Government  in  hoiieless  bankruptcy,  and  sub- 
ject the  halls  of  legi-lation  to  unscrupulous  demands  and 
corrupting  appliances  for  a  partial  distribution  ol  the  national 
revenues,  to  be  expended  for  local  and  selfish  puriJOses, 
which  are  the  necessary  consequences  of  such  a  system. 

Resolved,  That  no  appropriation  shall  be  made  by  Con- 
gress for  any  improvement  which  is  not  of  itself,  separately 
considered,  of  suflicient  national  importance  to  entitle  it  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  National  Legislature. 

Resolved,  That  to  defray  the  current  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  vigorous  and  successful  prosecution  of 
the  existing  war  with  Mexico,  all  the  revenues  and  means  of 
the  United  Slates  are  necessary,  and  the  same  ought  not  to 
be  diverted  or  appropriated  to  objects  of  less  importance  or 
doubtful  expediency  until  an  honorable  peace  is  obtained. 

Mr.  CROWELL  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  requested 
to  inform  this  House  if  any  secret  inspectors  or  any  addition- 
al inspectors  have  been  appointed  in  New  Hampshire  with- 
in the  last  three  years  ;  if  any  have  been  so  appointed,  what 
was  the  occasion  of  such  appointment,  and  also  the  places 
where  they  reside,  the  duties  they  have  performed  since 
their  appointment,  and  the  compensalion  they  have  several- 
ly received,  and  at  what  times;  also,  to  lay  befoie  the  House 
copies  of  any  letters  received  at  the  Treasury  Department 
representing  the  necessity  of  such  appointment,  and  also 
copies  of  tlie  accounts  of  any  such  inspectors,  if  any  have 
been  so  appointed. 

Mr.  C.  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  resolution. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  to  suspend 
was  disagreed  to.     So  the  resolution  lies  over. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  moved  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution,  and  asked  for  the  previous  question 
thereon: 

Whereas,  on  Friday  last,  three  armed  persons,  engaged  in 
the  internal  slave  trade,  entered  a  dwelling  In  this  eily,  and 
violently  seized  a  colored  man,  employed  as  a  waiti  r  in  the 
boarding-house  of  several  members  of  this  body,  and,  in  the 
presence  of  his  wife,  gagged  him,  placed  him  Ut  iro«s,  and, 
with  loaded  pistols,  forced  him  into  one  of  the  slave  prisons 
of  this  city,  from  which,  it  is  reported,  he  has  since  been 
despatchrd  for  the  slave  market  at  New  Orleans: 

And  whereas  said  colored  man  had  been  employed  in  said 
boarding-house  for  several  years,  had  become  well  and  I'avor- 
ably  known  to  members  of  this  House,  had  married  a  wife 
in  this  citv,  and,  under  a  contract  to  purcliase  his  freedom 
for  the  Slim  of  ,|!300,  had,  by  great  industry,  paid  that  sum 
witliiu  about  $60 : 

And  whereas  outrages  like  the  foregoing  have  been  of 
common  occurrence  in  this  District,  and  are  sanctioned  by 
the  laws  of  Congress,  and  are  extremely  painful  to  many  of 
the  members  of  this  House,  as  well  as  in  themselves  inhu- 
man :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  of  five  members  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  facts  aforesaid; 
also,  as  to  the  propriety  of  repealing  such  acts  of  Congress 
as  sustain  or  authorize  the  slave  trade  in  this  District,  or  to 
remove  the  seat  of  Government  to  some  free  State. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  rose  and  inquired  if  the  pre- 
vious question  was  demanded.^ 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affii-mative. 
Mr.  GAYLE  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered. 
Mr.  WICK  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He  sub-  < 
mitted  to  the  Chair  that  no  member  had  a  right  to 
offer  a  resolution,  witii  a  preamble  prefixed,  re- 
citing a  long  list  of  facts,  of  which  the  great  ma- 
iorily  of  the  members  could  not  po*|gibly  have  any 
'knowledge.     In  reference  to  this  particular  case, 
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he  (Mr.  W.)  had  been  casually  informed  that  the 
fads  slated  in  the  preamble  were  untrue,  qj-  that 
facts  important  to  be  known  were  suppressed. 
Yet  he  could  not  brinsj  himself  to  vote  upon  such 
casual  information.  Evidence  would  enable  him 
to  vote,  and  nothing  short  of  it. 

Tiie  SPEAKER  overruled  the  point  of  order, 
but  said  the  facts  stated  might  amount  to  a  good 
reason  to  be  excused  from  voting. 

Thereupon,  without  asking  leave  of  the  House, 
Mr.  WICK  excused  himself. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
if  he  will  swear  that  these  facts  are  true.' 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  is  not  in  order  upon 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GIDDIN'GS.  Would  it  be  in  order  for  me 
to  an.swer  the  gentleman  ? 

The  SPEAKER.     It  would  not. 

Mr.  MEADE.  I  understand  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  insist  upon 
the  rule  of  order.  If  one  gentleman  is  allowed  to 
make  remarks,  another  will  be  equally  entitled  to 
answer.     No  debate  is  in  order. 

The  question  being  taken  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative :  Yeas 
85,  nays  86,  as  follows: 

YE.\S — Messrs.  Green  Adams,  Atkinson,  Barringcr,  Bar- 
row, Baylv,  Bealo,  Birrisall,  Black,  BoUs,  Bowdon,  Boyd, 
Boydon,  Brodhead,  William  G.  Brown,  Biickner,  Cabell, 
Chapman,  Chase,  Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Cling- 
man,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Gobi),  Cocke,  Gris- 
field,  Ciozier,  Daniel,  Donnell,  Garnett  Duncan,  Edwards, 
Faran,  Featberstoii,  Ficklin.  French,  Fulton,  Gaines,  Gayle, 
G/!nlrv,Go2ain,  Green,  Willard  P.Hall,  Haralson,  Harnian- 
fim,  Harris,  Hill,  George  S.  Houston,  Inge, Charles  J.  Inger- 
.•;oll,  Andrew  Johnson,  Robert  W,  Johnson,  George  VV. 
Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennon,  Thomas  Butler 
Kingj  La  S6re,  Ligon,  Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McKay,  Meade, 
Miller.  Nicoll,  Outlaw,  Peyton,  Phelps,  I'illsbury,  Preston, 
Rhctt,  Richardson,  Richey,  Roman,  Sims,  iitanton,  Ste- 
phens, Thibodeaux,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Jacob 
I'hompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Toombs,  Turner,  Venable, 
and  Williams — 85. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atibott,  John  Quincy  Adams,  Bingliam, 
Blanchard,  Butler,  Canby,  Cathcart,  Collamer,  Collins, 
Conger,Cranston,Crowell,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Dixon,  Duer, 
Eckert,  Edsall,  Embree,  Nathan  Evans,  Farrelly,  Fisher, 
Freedley,  Fries,  Giddings,  Gott,  Gregory,  Grinnell,  Hale, 
Nathan  K.  Hall,  James  G.  Hampton,  Moses  Hampton, 
Henley,  Henry,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  John  W.  Houston,  Hub- 
hnrd,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Jamieson, 
Jenkins,  Kellogg,  Daniel  P.  King,  Lahm,  W.  T.  Lawrence, 
Sidney  Lawrence,  Leffler,  Lincoln,  McDvaine,  Mann, 
Marsh,  Marvin,  Morris,  Mullin,  Newall,  Palfrey,  Peaslee, 
Peck,  Petrie,  Pollock,  Putnam,  Rockhill,  Julius  Rockwell, 
John  A.Rockwell,  Rose,  Root,  St.  John,  Sawyer,  Schenck, 
Sherrill,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Charles  E.  Stuart, 
Strohm,  Sylvester,  Tallmadge,  Rich.ird  W.  Thompson, 
William  Thompson,  Thurston,  Tuck,  Vinton,  Warren, 
Wentvi-orth,  White,  and  Wilson— i'6. 

The  question  recurring  on  seconding  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question — 

Mr.  JAMIESON  inquired  if  it  would  be  in  or- 
der to  inove  a  reference  of  the  resolution  at  this 
time .' 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  while  the  previous  ques- 
tion is  jiending. 

Mr.  JAMIESON.  I  hope  whoever  has  moved 
thp  previous  question  will  withdraw  it,  and  let  a 
select  committee  be  raised  to  inquire  into  the  facts. 
1  gaipe  the  vote  against  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  DUER.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution .' 

The  SPEAKER.  No  motion  is  in  order  at  this 
time  while  the  demand  for  the  previous  question 
is  pending. 

The  question  is  on  seconding  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question,  and  tellers  are  asked  upon 
this  question. 

Mr.  HARALSON  desired  to  inquire  whether 
the  rule  hail  been  suspended  to  allow  the  resolu- 
tion to  be  acted  on  .' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  HARALSON.     Well,  if  1  desire  to  debate 
the  re.solution,  will  it  not  lie  over  under  the  rule.' 

The  SPE.\KER.  It  will  not;  the  previous 
question  has  been  demanded,  which,  if  sustained, 
■will  cut  olftlcbate,  and  bring  the  House  to  a  direct 
vote. 

Tellers  were  ordered,  and  the  question  was  again 
announced  to  be  on  seconding  the  demand  for  the 
previous  rmestion. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.     Will  it  be  in  order,  after  the 
vole  is  taken  on  seconding  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  to  modify  the  resolution.' 
The  SPliAKER'S  reply  was  not  heard. 
Mr.  GIDDINGS  wiiihed   to  modify  his  resolu- 
tion before  the  question  was  put. 


Mr.  GOGGIN  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
wished  to  know  if  the  gentleinan  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
GiDDiNGs]  did  not  call  the  previous  question  be- 
fore the  resolution  was  sent  to  the  Chair,  and  be- 
fore it  was  read;  and  whether  he  had  a  right  to 
demand'the  previous  question  before  the  resolution 
was  i)i  possession  of  the  House.' 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  question  had  frequently 
been  raised,  and  it  had  been  decided  that  it  was 
in  order,  in  such  a  case,  to  move  the  previous 
question.  He  therefore  overruled  the  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  JAMIESON  rose  and  moved  a  reconsider- 
ation of  the  vote  by  which  the  Flouse  had  refused 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Tiie  SPEAKER.  Did  the  gentleiTian  vote  in 
he  majority .' 

Mr.  JAMIESON.     I  did,  sir. 
The  SPEAKER.    The  question,  then,  is  on  the 
reconsideration.     In  the  mean  time  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  \Wshes  to  modify  his  resolution. 
Mr.  GIDDINGS  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
Mr.   STEPHENS  also  rose  to  a   question   of 
order. 

There  being  much  confusion  in  the  Hall — 
The  SPEAKER  said  the  Chair  would  entertain 
no  motion  till  gentlemen  had  all  taken  their  seats. 
Order  having  been  restored — 
Mr.  STEPHENS  stated  his  point  of  order,  viz: 
whether  it  was   competent  for   the   gentleman  to 
modify  his  resolution  after  a  vote  of  the   Plouse 
upon  it.'    The  vote  of  the  House  had  been  taken 
upon  laying  the  resolution  on  the  table;  and  would 
it  now  be  in  order  for  the  gentleman  to  modify  it, 
so  as  to  make  it  a  very  ditierent  thing.'     He  un- 
derstood  that  any  gentleman    might  ngodify   his 
resolution   before   action    had    been   had    by   the 
House;  but  here  had  been  action. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  he  had  found  re- 
peated precedents  for  allowing  a  modification  after 
a  vote  upon  laving  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  By  a  decision  of  the  House.' 
The  SPEAKER.  By  a  decision  of  the  House. 
Mr.  GIDDINGS  then  modified  the  first  preain- 
ble  to  his  resolution,  by  inserting  between  the 
word  "  whereas,"  where  it  first  occurs,  and  the 
words  "  on  Friday,"  the  words  "  it  is  represented 
that;"  and  modified  the  resolution  by  striking  out 
the  words  "  or  to  remove  the  seat  of  Government 
to  some  free  State"  at  the  end  thereof. 

After  some  further  conversation  between  Mr. 
STEPHENS  and  the  SPEAKER— 

Mr.  STEPHENS  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  that  it  was  in  order  for  the  move*-  of  a 
resolution  to  modify  it  after  a  vote  of  the  House 
upon  laying  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  INGE  understood  that  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  [Mr.  Jamieson]  had  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  on  laying  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RHETT  wished  to  inquire  of  the  Chair,  in 
case  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  the  power  of  al- 
tering his  resolution  and  making  it  a  different  thing 
frjm  what  it  was  when  the  House  refused  to  lay 
it  on  the  table,  if  it  would  not  then  be  competent 
to  repeat  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.     The  Chair  would  so  decide. 
Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  did  not  consider  such 
a  motion  in  order  while  a  question  of  order  was 
pending. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  in  consequence  of  the  reply 
of  the  Chair  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  RiiKTT,]  withdrev/  his  appeal. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  resolution, 
as  modified,  was  now  before  the  House. 

Mr.  HARALSON  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
Mr.  ATKINSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Mr.  JAMIESON  desired  to  know  the  position 
of  his  motion  to  reconsider.  He  desired  to  set 
himself  right  on  this  matter.  He  desired  distinctly 
to  understand  whether  his  motion  to  reconsider 
was  in  or  out  of  order.  If  it  w<!re  in  order,  lie  de- 
sired a  vote  upon  it,  and  that  it  should  be  the  first 
motion  voted  upon.  He  had  the  floor,  and  was 
recognized  by»the  Chair,  and  being  so  recognized, 
he  made  his  motion;  and  hence  he  claimed  for  it 
nreccdence,  and  objected  to  the  vote  being  first  ta- 
Iccn  on  the  moflon  of  the  gentleman  of  Georgia  to 
lay  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  that  debate  was  not  now  in  order.  The 
Chair  further  observed   that,  after  deliberats  con- 


sideration, he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BOYD  said  the  motion  of  the  gentlemar* 
from  Missouri  was  certainly  in  order  at  the  time 
it  was  made,  and  it  ought  to  be  entered  on  the 
Journal. 

Mr.  JAMIESON  appealed  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  which  permitted  his  motion  to  reconsider 
to  be  overridden  by, the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 
The  SPEAKER  explained.  The  resolution  hav- 
ing been  modified,  the  motion  to  reconsider  neces- 
sarily fell  to  the  floor;  for,  the  character  of  the  res- 
olution being  changed,  it  was  not  subject  to  a 
motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  JAMIESON  was  proceeding  with  some  re- 
marks on  his  motion,  when — 

The  SPEAKER  interposed,  and  reminded  the 
gentleman  that  debate  was  not  in  order. 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  Mr.  ROOT, 
Mr.  JAMIESON,  and  the  SPEAKER  took  part- 
Mr.  JAMIESON  withdrew  his  appeal. 
Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  rose  to  a  question  of 
order.  He  said  he  objected  to  the  practice  which 
had  been  permitted  to  prevail,  by  which  gentlemen 
submitted  resolutions  and  moved  the  previous 
question  thereon,  thus  getting  a  forced  vote  on 
their  resolutions.  His  question  was,  whether  this 
was  in  order.'  Betore  rnembers  of  this  House 
should  be  required  to  vote  on  any  resolution,  they 
should  have  the  opportunity  to  look  into  the  merits 
of  the  question  upon  which  they  were  called  upon 
to  vote;  but  the  prevailing  mode  was  a  violation  of 
parliamentary  law  and  the  rights  of  members. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  for  the  previ- 
ous question  had  been  pending  some  ten  or  fifteen 
minutes;  but,  if  it  were  not  so,  the  Chair,  govern- 
ed by  decisions  of  this  House,  would  overrule  the 
point  of  order  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  The 
House  again  and  again  had  decided  that  the  mover 
of  a  resolution  can  call  for  the  previous  question 
thereon. 

Mr.  COBB  said  the  Chair  was  right  as  to  the 
practice,  but  he  believed  the  practice  was  wrong. 
He  would  not  now  press  the  point,  in  the  expec- 
tation that  he  should  have  an  opportunity  to  vote 
upon  it  hereafter. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Haral- 
son's motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  and  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Green  Adams,  Atkinson,  Barringer,  Bar- 
row, Bayly,  Beale,  Bertinger,  Birdsall,  Black,  Botts,  Bowdon, 
Boyd,  Boydon,  Brodhead,  William  G.  Brown,  Buckner, 
Burt,  Cabell,  Chapman,  Chase,  Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L. 
Clark,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb, 
Cocke,  C^lsfield,  Crozier,  Cummins,  Daniel,  Donnell,  Gai  nett 
Duncan,  Eckert,  Featherston,  Ficklin,  French,  Fulton, 
Gaines,  Gayle,  Gentry,  Goggin,  Green,  Willard  P.  Hall, 
Hammons,  Haralson,  Harmanson,  Harris,  Hill,  George  S. 
Houston„Ingi!,Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jamieson,  Andrew  John- 
son, Robert  W.  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  John  VV.  Jones, 
Kaufman,  Kennon,  Thomas  Bntlcr  King,  La  Sere,  Levin, 
Ligon,  Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McKay,  McLane,  Meade,  Miller, 
Morehead,  Nicoll,  Outlaw,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pillsbury,  Pres- 
ton, Rhctt,  Richardson,  Richey,  Roman,  Shepperd,  Simpson, 
Sims,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Tliilio<li'aux,  Thomas,  Tompkins, 
Jacob  Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Robert  A.  Thompson, 
Toombs,  Turner,  Venable,  and  Williams — 94. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abbott,  John  Unincy  Adams,  Bingham, 
Blanchard,  Butler,  Canby,  Cathcart,  Collatner,  Collins, 
Conger,  Cranston,  Crowell,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Dixon, 
Duer,  Dunn,  Edsall,  Edwards,  Embree,  Nathan  Evans, 
Faran,  Farrelly,  Fisher,  Freedify,  Fries,  Giddings,  Golt, 
Gregory,  Grinnell,  Halo,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  Jame.s  G.  i^arnp- 
ton,  Moses  Hjmpton,  Hcnlev,  Henry,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  John 
W.  llo\iston,  Hubbard.  Hii(iso]i,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll, 
Irvin,  Jenkins,  James  H.  Jcihiison,  Kellogg,  Daniel  P.  King, 
Lahm,  William  T.  T/awrencc,  Sidney  Lawrence,  Lincoln, 
Mc(;ielland,  Mcllvaine,  Mann,  Marsh,  Marvin,  Morris, 
Mullin,  Newall,  Palfrey,  I'caslee,  I'cck,  Petrie,  Pollock, 
Pntuani,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Rose,  Root, 
St.  John,  Sawyer,  Schenck,  SlK^rrill,  Caleli  I!.  Sniilli,  'I"ru- 
niiui  Smith,  StarkweatlnT,  ChailesE.  Stuari,  Snoliin,  Syl- 
vester, Tallmadge,  James  Thompson,  William  Thompson, 
Thurston,  Tuck,  Warren,  Wentworlli,  White,  and  Wil- 
son—88. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  of  Ohio,  it  was 
Rcsnlrrd,  Thai  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  be  requested 
to  send  lo  this  House  the  declaration  of  Henry  Haynes  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  a  pension,  and  the  papers  and  evi- 
dences accompanying  the  same,  and  that  the  same  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SCHENCK,  it  was 

Rcwlrcif,  That  William  A.  Poor,  of  Marylaml,  have  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition  and  papers  from  the  files  of  this 
House,  to  be  used  by  the  petitioner  in  prosecuting  his  claim 
at  the  Executive  Departments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FRIES,  it  was 

Resohcil,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  fur- 
nish the  Connuittce  on  Invalid  Pensions  with  the  papers  of 
Arthur  Wilson,  an  invalid  pensionir;  also,  the  Connnittee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions  with  the  papers  of  Samuel  Pool, 
an  applicant  for  peneiun. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  it  was 
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Rcsoloed,  That  the  Commissioner  ofPensions  be  rcqiK'sted 
to  deliver  to  the  Clerk  of  this  House  tlie  papers  on  tile  in  his 
office  relating  to  the  application  of  Siirali  Dunham  for  a  pen- 
sion, and  that  they  he  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Teiisions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DICKINSON,  it  was 
Rejoined,  That  llie  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
adjustment  of  the  unpaid  claims  due  by  members  of  the 
Wyandot  Indians  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  agree- 
ably to  the  slipiulatious  of  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  with 
that  people,  concluded  March  17,  ISU. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RICHEY,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Conunittee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to 
widows  who  were  married  to  revolutionary  officers  or  sol- 
diers prior  to  the  year  1812  all  the  benefit  of  the  several  acts 
and  resolutions  passed  or  to  be  passed  in  favor  of  widows 
who  were  married  to  revolutionary  officers  or  soldiers  prior 
to  the  year  1794. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LAHM,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  papers  on  file  in  the  Clerk "s  office  in 
relation  to  the  application  of  James  iiillman,  of  Ohio,  for  a 
pension,  be  taken  from  the  files,  and  that  the  same  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Kevolulionai-y  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KENNON,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  papers  in  the  case  of  Bryan,  Manypen- 
iiy  St  Co.,  be  taken  from  tiie  flies  of  tlie  House  and  referred 
l!0  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  FISHER  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  laid  over  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  House,  at  his  earliest  con- 
venience, the  amount  of  money,  in  the  aggregate,  paid  or 
due  for  services  to  the  officers  and  clerks  of  the  independ- 
ent treasury  since  it  took  efTect  to  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1848;  and,  further,  that  he  communicate,  in  detail,  tlie 
amount  of  public  money  Iranslerred,  by  whom,  in  what 
manner,  and_to  what  places  transferred,  under  the  independ- 
ent treasury  law,  with  the  cost  of  transferring  the  same, 
either  directly  or  indirectly. 

Mr.  HAMMONS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  referring  the  papers  of 
James  Hillrnan  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
eions  was  passed. 

Mr.  FARAN  requested  that  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider might  be  laid  over  for  a  day  or  two;  which 
was  assented  to  by  Mr.  Hammons. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LA  SERE,  it  was 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Conunittee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  expediency  and 
necessity  of  establishing  a  naval  dep6t  at  or  near  the  city  of 
New  Orleans. 

Mr.  WICK  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  Conmiittee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  directing,  by  law, 
that  naval  officers,  while  at  the  seat  of  government,  on  leave 
or  duty,  shall  appear  in  the  dress  or  undress  uniform  of  their 
proper  rank  and  corps  respectively. 

The  resolution  was  disagreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CATHCART,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  9th 
section  of  the  act  to  raise  for  a  limited  time  an  additional 
military  force,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved  February 
11,  1847,  so  that  those  soldiers  who  have,  by  their  services 
in  Mexico,  entitled  themselves  to  warrants  under  said  act, 
and  who  are  preemption  claimants  upon  the  Miami  lands 
.in  Indiana,  may  be  permitted  to  lay  their  warrants  upon 
their  improvements,  as  others  who  are  both  soldiers  and 
settlers  are  allowed  to  do  upon  the  balance  of  tlie  public 
lands. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  disagreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Cojumiltee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  the  compensation  of  State  adjutant  generals  for  services 
in  refierence  to  raising  and  forwarding  volunteers  to  their 
places  of  rendezvous,  and  in  superintending  the  same  until 
they  arc  mustered  into  service,  and  of  making  such  law  re- 
trospective. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WICK,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  imjuirc  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the 
bounty  land  law,  or  some  such  modification  thereof,  so  as  to 
secure  the  benefit  thereof,  entirely  or  in  part,  to  the  surviv- 
ing soldiers  of  the  Indian  wars  and  of  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNN,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  |)roviding  by  law 
for  the  payment  to  the  heirs  of  the  officers  and  soldiers 
killed  in  battle  the  amount  of  all  treasury  notes,  other  prop- 
erty, or  money,  in  the  possession  of  such  officer  or  soldier 
at  his  death,  and  which  was  lost  in  consequence  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENLEY,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Conunittee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  raising  a  regiment  of 
mounted  riflemen,  and  for  establishing  military  stations  on 
the  route  to  Oregon,"  approved  May  9,  184(),  as  to  provide 
for  the  discharge  of  all  such  non-commissioned  officers  and 
~  privates  of  said  regiment  as  may  desire  it  at  the  termination 
of  the  present  war  with  Mexico. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  moved  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolutions,  which  were  read,  and  laid  over 
under  the  rule: 


Whereas,  in  the  judgment  of  this  House,  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  terms  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
genius  of  our  Government,  are  sovereign,  and  that  with  them, 
through  their  Representatives  in  Congress,  rests  tiie  ques- 
tion of  war,  one  of  the  highest  attributes  of  sovereignty  ; 

And  whereas  the  people,  as  sovereign  and  as  payers  of 
the  expenses  in  money  and  in  blood,  have  a  right  at  all  times 
and  under  all  circumstances  to  know  what  specific  object  is 
proposed  to  be  accomplished  by  a  war  prosecuted  in  their 
name  and  at  their  cost : 

And  whereas  the  people  have  not,  in  due  constitutional 
form,  through  their  Representatives  in  Congress,  declared 
war  against  "the  Republic  of  Mexico,  nor  declared  for  what 
specific  object  the  same  shall  be  prosecuted  : 

And  whereas  millions  of  the  people's  money  have  been 
expended,  an  onerous  debt  incurred,  and  thousands  of  valu- 
able lives  sacrificed  in  the  prosecution  of  the  existing  war 
with  Mexico,  it  is  incumbent  on  those  public  functionaries 
v.'ho  projected  and  are  directing  tiie  said  war,  to  cpmmuni- 
catc  to  this  House,  for  the  information  of  the  true  sovereign, 
the  people,  the  specific  object  to  be  accomplished  by  the 
prosecution  of  the  war  witli  Mexico,  antt  specifically  the 
means  by  which  the  olijectisto  be  accomplished  :  There- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
spectfully requested,  if  in  his  opinion  it  will  notconfliet  with 
the  public  interests,  to  inform  this  House  what  specific  ob- 
ject he  proposes  to  accomplish  by  the  prosecution  of  the  war 
with  Mexico,  and  specificallv>by  what  means  he  proposes 
the  accomplishment  of  the  object;  and, 

1st.  Whether  or  not  it  is  his  object  and  design  to  subjugate 
the  whole  of  the  Mexican  people,  and  to  conquer  and  bold 
the.  whole  of  the  Mexican  territory,  or  any  portion  of  the 
said  people,  or  any  part  of  the  said  territory,  and  what  por- 
tion and  what  part.' 

2d.  In  the  event  of  subjugation  and  conquest,  partial  or 
entire,  what  does  he  propose  to  do  with  tlie  people  subju- 
gated and  the  territory  conquered  and  held  .'  Is  it  his  object 
and  design  to  organize  governments  there?  If  so,  vi'hat 
kind  and  character  of  government  shall  be  vouchsafed  to  the 
subjugated  Mexicans,  civil  or  military,  republican  or  other- 
wise, territorial  merely,  or  as  free  States,  to  be  admitted  into 
this  Union  ? 

3d.  What  rights,  civil  and  political,  are  to  be  extended  to 
the  subjugated  Mexicans.'  Is  it  intended  to  guaranty  to 
them  the  right  of  suffrage  and  representation  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States .' 

4th.  Is  it  intended  to  despoil  the  Mexican  churches  or 
churchmen  of  their  property  or  estates,  or  to  levy  contribu- 
tions on  either,  to  aid  in  paying  the  expenses  of  subjugating 
the  people .' 

5th.  Is  it  intended, in  the  eventof  conquest,  that  the  titles 
of  individuals  to  land  in  the  conquered  territory  shall  be 
respected.' 

And,  6tli.  What  proportion  of  the  fertile  and  valuable 
land  situated  within  the  territory  proposed  to  be  conquer- 
ed and  held  is  unappropriated  to  individual  claimants  or 
owners .' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Missis- 
sippi, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  mail  route  from  Memphis,  Tennessee,  via  Robin- 
son's, Llewellyn's  Cross  Roads,  College  Hill,  to  Oxford, 
Mississippi ;  also,  from  Ripley,  Mississippi,  via  Campbell- 
town,  to  Aberdeen,  Mississippi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FEATHERSTON,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  post  route  from  Bellefontaine  to  Grenada,  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RICHARDSON,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  necessity  of  fur- 
nishing non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates 
in  the  volunteer  corps  now  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  with  clothing  in  kind. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  a  resolution,  re- 
ferring the  President's  message  in  relation  to  the 
veto  of  the  river  and  harbor  bill,  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  with  instructions;  which  was  de- 
cided out  of  order  by  the  Speaker. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WENTWORTH,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  CoininiUee  on  the  Judiciary  inquire 
whether  any  alteration  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  necessary  in  order  to  refer  the  election  of  either 
postma.':ters,  or  land  officers,  or  revenue  olHcers,  or  officers 
of  any  other  kind  now  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  directly  to  the 
people;  and  if  no  such  alteration  is  necessary,  then  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  referring  the 
election  of  such  officers  directly  to  the  people,  from  and  after 
the  4th  of  March,  1850. 

BILLS    INTRODUCED. 

Previous  notice  having  been  heretofore  given, 
bills  were  introduced  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  COGGIN :  A  bill  making  further  ap- 
propriations of  land  to  satisfy  Virginia  military 
land  warrants  for  services  during  the  revolution- 
ary war,  and  for  other  purposes  connected  with 
said  services. 

By  Mr.  CROZIER:  A  bill  to  promote  tlie  edu- 
cation of  the  indigent  deaf  and  dumb;  which  was 
read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR:  A  bill  to  extend  the  time 
for  locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and 
returning  surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land 
Office. 


By  Mr.  FARAN  :  A  bill  to  amend  the  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
district  courts  to  certain  cases  upon  the  lakes  and 
navigaljle  waters  connecting  the  same,"  approved 
the  26th  of  February,  1845. 

By  Mr.  HARMANSON :  A  bill  providing  for 
the  final  settlement  of  certain  confirmed  clairns  in 
Louisiana,  and  for  other  purposes.  [This  bill  was 
introduced  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules.] 

Also,  a  bill  to  grant  lands  to  certain  parishes  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana  as  a  leveeing  fund. 

By  Mr.  LA  SERE  :  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam DeBuys,  late  postmaster  at  New  Orleans. 

By  Mr.  CATHCART  :  A  bill  to  reduce  the 
minimum  price  of  the  Miami  lands  in  Indiana. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois  :  A  bill  to  grant  to 
the  State  of  Illinois  the  right  of  way  through  the 
public  land.s,  and  for  other  purposes. 

By  Mr.  TURNER  :  A  bill  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  to  grant  preemption 
rights,"  approved  September  4,  1841. 

By  Mr.  LINCOLN  :  A  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  raise  for  a  limited  time  an  ad- 
ditional military  force,  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  February  11,  1847. 

NOTICES  OF   BILLS.    . 
Notices  of  motions  for  leave  to  introduce  bills 
were  given  as  follows  : 

By  Mr.  McKAY  :  Of  a  bill  to  regulate  the  cost 
of  collecting  the  revenue  froin  customs,  and  also 
to  require  all  public  moneys,  from  whatsoever 
sources  received,  to  be  paid  into  the  treasury  be- 
fore the  same  can  be  disbursed. 

By  Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia  :  Of  a  bill  to  regulate 
and  equalize  the  compensation  of  the  district  at- 
torneys of  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  LUMPKIN  :  Of  a  bill  to  divide  the 
State  of  Georgia  into  two  judicial  districts. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee  :  Of  a  bill  to 
change  the  title  of  an  act,  approved  on  the  10th 
day  of  August,  1846,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish 
the  Smithsonian  Institution  for  the  increase  and 
diffusion  of  knowledge  among  men,"  to  that  of  the 
"  Washington  University  for  the  benefit  of  the  in- 
digent children  of  the  District  of  Columbia,"  in 
memory  of  and  out  of  respect  to  George  Washing- 
ton, the  Father  of  his  Country. 

By  Mr.  COCKE :  Of  a  bill  to  repeal  so  much  of 
the  first  section  of  an  act  approved  June  18,  1846, 
as  authorizes  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
when  the  war  with  Mexico  shall  be  terminated  by 
a  treaty  of  peace,  to  select  from  the  number  of 
major  generals  and  brigadier  generals  then  in  ser- 
vice "  the  number  to  be  retained  without  regard 
to  the  date  of  their  commissions." 

By  Mr.  STANTON  :  Of  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  Matthew  Rea,  a  lieutenaat  in  the  rev- 
olutionary war. 

By  Mr.  SAWYER  :  Of  a  bill  to  reduce  and 
graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands  to  actual  set- 
tlers, and  for  other  purposes. 

By  Mr.  DICKINSON  :  Of  a  bill  for  the  im- 
provement and  protection  of  the  following  harbors 
on  Lake  Erie,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  wit :  the 
head  and  mouth  of  Sandusky  bay;  the  harbor  at 
Huron;  the  harbor  at  Vermillion;  the  harbor  at 
Black  river,  and  the  harbor  at  Perrysburg. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana  :  Of  a  bill  to  dis- 
courage speculations  in  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States  and  to  appropriate  them  in  limited 
quantities  to  actual  settlers. 

By  Mr.  HENLEY:  Of  a  bill  to  extend  the  I'ight 
of  suffrage  to  all  white  male  inhabitants  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  who  have  resided  therein  twelve 
months  next  preceding  the  election  at  which  they 
propose  to  vote. 

By  Mr.  TOMPKINS:  Of  a  bill  to  provide  pen- 
sions for  all  the  officers  and  soldiers,  regular  and 
volunteer,  who  have  been  injured  and  permanentr. 
ly  disabled  in  the  service  in  the  existing  war  with 
Mexico. 

By  Ml-.  PICKLIN:  Of  a  bill  to  cede  to  the  sey- 
eral  States,  on  certain  conditions,  the  public  lands 
within  their  respective  limits.  . 

Also,  a  bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Hhnois  alter- 
nate sections  of  land  along  the  line  ot  the  Crtlro 
and  Chicago  railroad,  to  aid  in  Us  completion. 

Bv  Mr.  McKAY:  Of  a  joint  resolutioii  autho- 
rizing and  directing  certainVeports  and  public  doc- 
ume.Us,  which  are  required  by  law  to  be  made  by 
the  President  and  the  several  executive  depart- 
ments to  either  or  both  Houses  of  Congress,  to  b» 
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prepared  and  printed  ready  for  delivery  at  the  com- 
mencement of  each  session. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois;  Of  a  joint  resolu- 
tion explanatory  of  the  9ih  section  of  the  act  of 
February  11, 1847,  entitled  "  An  act  to  raise,  for  a 
limited  time,  an  additional  military  force,  and  for 
other  purposes." 

By  Mr.  TURNER:  Of  a  joint  resolution  annex- 
ing;' iSew  Mexico  and  Upper  and  Lower  California 
-to  the  Uni(cd  States,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  over  said  territories. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  January  17,  1848. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  the  credentials  of 
Mr.  Wy.MAy  B.  S.  Moor,  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Maine  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  death  of  Mr.  Fairfield.  Mr.  Moor  was  duly 
qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  lejjort  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Public 
Buildin<xs,  sliowing  the  expenditures  made  during 
the  year  1847. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  introduce  "A  bill  to  make 
attachments  which  are  made  under  process  issuing 
from  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  conform  to 
the  laws  regulating  such  attachments  in  the  courts 
of  the  Statf-s." 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  that  if  it  should  be  the 
pleasure  of  the  Senate  to  allow  him  the  indulgence, 
he  would  shortly  state  the  object  of  the  bill.  It 
was  the  same  bill  which  had  passed  the  Senate 
last  session,  without  opposition,  and  was  reported 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. He  would  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate 
and  of  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
to  allow  the  bill  to  pass,  without  being  again  re- 
ferred, in  order  to  prevent  delay,  as  immediate  ac- 
tion on  it  was  of  great  importance.  * 
PETITIONS. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the 
petition  of  Susan  Decatur,  widow  of  the  late  Com- 
modore Stephen  Decatur,  praying  the  renewal  of 
her  [)ension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  the  memorial  of  Asa 
Whitney,  praying  for  a  grant  of  land  to  enable 
him  to  construct  a  railroad  from  Luke  Michigan 
to  the  Pacific  ocean;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  A.  Edwards,  register  of 
the  land  office  at  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  praying 
the  repayment  of  money  advanced  by  him  for  ex- 
tra clerk  hire;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Charles  Richmond,  pray- 
ing compen.sation  for  services  as  special  marshal 
during  the  disturbances  in  the  provinces  of  Ujiper 
and  Lower  Canada,  in  the  years  J839  and  1840; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  the  petition  of  A. 
W.  and  J.  H.  Foster,  editors  of  the  "  Pittsburg 
Daily  Dispatch,"  praying  that  the  list  of  letters 
remaining  in  the  post  office  at  Pittsburg  may,  in 
compliance  with  law,  be  published  in  their  nevvs- 
pa[)er,  it  having  the  largest  circulation;  whicii  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Al.so,  the  memorial  of  the  Provident  Association 
of  Clerks,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  prayin"- cer- 
tain amendments  to  the  charter  of  said  association- 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  thetCaln  Quarterly  Mectin"- 
of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends,  praying  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United  States,  and  the 
slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  be- 
tween the  several  States;  a  memorial  of  the  Asso- 
ciation of  Friends  for  promoting  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  and  improving  the  condition  of  the  free 
people  of  color,  praying  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  Di.itrict  of  Columbia  and  Territories  of  the 
[Jnited  States,  and  of  the  .slave  trade  between  tiie 
States,  the  prohibition  of  slavery  where  it  does 
not  already  exist,  and  the  repeal  of  all  laws  pro- 
viding for  the  arre.st  of  fugitive  slaves;  and  six 
petitions  of  inhahitanlH  of  Pcnn.sylvnnia,  prayin" 
the  ;Klo|ition  of  rneu.surcs  for  abolishing  slavery 
tliroui:hout  iheiJnion.  The  motions  to  receive 
were  severally  laid  upon  the  table. 


Mr.  HANNBGAiN'-  presented  the  petition  of 
Robert  Fiatt,  only  surviving  son  of  Major  Daniel 
Piatt,  praying  the  payment  of  an  undrawn  portion 
of  seven  years'  half-jjay  due  him  under  the  resolve 
of  Coni;ress  of  24th  August,  1780;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Robert  Piatt,  praying  a  final 
settlement  of  his  account  as  a  deputy  purchasing 
commissary;  which  was  rel'erred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Wilkins,  praying  payment  for  cattle  taken  by  In- 
dians in  Florida;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  AlTaiis. 

Mr.  TURNEY  presented  resolutions  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  Teiuiessee,  approving  the  plan 
proposed  by  Asa  Whitney  for  constructing  a  rail- 
road from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Pacific  ocean, 
and  in  lavor  of  a  grant  of  public  'and  for  that  ob- 
ject; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CORWIN  presented  the  petition  of  A.  G. 
Melvin  and  others,  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
praying  that  the  public  domain  may  be  given  in 
suitable  quantities  to  actual  settlers,  without  price; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Oliio,  praying 
the  ado|ition  of  measures  for  the  reestablishment 
of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Ohio,  praying 
the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  the  slave  trade  between  the  States;  the 
motion  to  receive  which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Illinois,  praying  that  the  right  of  preemption 
may  be  granted  to  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad 
Company  to  the  lands  over  which  it  is  )5roposed 
to  construct  their  road;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Rcjbert  M.  Martin,  a  volunteer  in  the  war 
with  Mexico,  praying  to  be  allowed  bounty  land; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  presented  the  petition  of 
Mary  M.  Teltair,  heir  of  Israel  Pearce,  praying 
the  payment  of  certain  final  settlement  certificates; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  STURGEON,  it  was 
Orii'ercd,  Tli;U  ihi;  petition  ot  I'ltian  li.  i'UiiU'.,oii  the  files 

of  tlie  Suiiato,  be  relcncd  to  the  Coiiiiiiittee  on  Naval  At- 

fiiiis. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BERRIEN,  it  was 

Ordered,  T!i:U  Vie  pulitioii  of  Moses  Ji.  Levy,  on  the  files 
of  tlie  Senate,  be  icl'tjiieUto  tlieConiniittee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

On  motion  by  HUNTER,  it  was 
Ordered,  Thai  tin;  adiiiiiiisuatm-  of  Isaac  Gairctson  have 
leave  lo  withilraw  liis  petition  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BALDWIN,  it  was 
Ordered,  Tliat  ilie  widow  ol  Samuel  Gibbs  liave  leave  to 
witiidraw  her  petition  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MILLER,  it  was 

Ordo-cd,  Tlial  Geoige  Tovvnley  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition  and  ))npers. 

Mr.  MANGUM,  from  the  Select  Committee' 
to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  authorizing  the 
Vice  President  to  cause  desks  to  be  provided  for 
the  reporter  of  the  Senate  and  his  assistants,  upon 
the  floor,  in  submitting  a  report,  remarked,  that 
upon  examination  of  the  subject  referred  to  the 
committee,  it  was  found,  that  without  any  incon- 
venience, suitable  accommodation  could  be  afford- 
ed to  the  reporters  of  the  Senatii  on  the  floor  of  the 
Chamber;  and,  as  it  was  of  course  very  desirable 
that  every  proper  focility  should  be  extended  to 
them,  the  committee  unanimously  reported  in  favor 
of  i)rovi(ling  the  proposed  accommodation. 

'i'lie  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  report, 
and  on  concurrence  therewith,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  have  two 
movcalilc  desks  provided,  as  soon  as  may  be,  in  the  anfilesof 
the  .SiMiate  Chamber,  at  the  ends  of  the  Chord,  lo  accoiniuo- 
dateeach  one  reporter. 

Mr.  MANGUM,  by  direction  of  the  same  com- 
mittee, submitted  the  following  resolution  for  con- 
sideration : 

Itcsotvnl,  That  n  select  coininittoe  of  five  be  appointed 
by  the;  Vice  rrc.-ident,  to  inquire  into  the  e.vpedieiicy  olre- 
niouiij;  lh<;  reporM'rs  from  Ihe  marble  yallery  to  more  snit- 
iiblc  places  lo  be  provided  lor  them  at  the  ends  of  the  circular 
Kallf-ry,  and  of  preparing  tlic  marble  gallery  for  the  use  of 
the  ladieii. 


Mr.  BREESE.  I  had  the  honor  of  serving  on 
the  special  committee,  of  which  the  honorable 
Senator,  [Mr.  Mangum,]  who  has  offered  the 
resolution,  was  the  chairman,  and  I  concurred  in 
the  report.  At  the  same  time,  sir,  I  must  say,  that 
when  in  cvimmittee  I  was  anxious  the  report 
should  embrace  the  subject-matter  of  the  resolution 
now  oflcred,  as  I  believed  then,  as  I  do  now  be- 
lieve, that  a  much  more  commodious  position  for 
the  reporters  can  be  had  in  the  Chamber  than  th^y 
now  occupy;  but  it  was  thought  we  had  not  the 
power  under  the  -resolution  to  make  any  sugges- 
tion upon  the  subject.  Accordingly,  and  to  get  the 
power,  the  lionorable  chairman  was  instructed  by 
the  committee  to  report  the  resolution  he  has  re- 
ported, and  which  is  now  before  the  Senate  for 
consideration.  1  hope,  sir,  it  will  be  adopted,  as 
I  feel  assured  the  committee  to  be  raised  by  it  wil{ 
report  a  plan  which  will  be  acceptable  to  the  Sen- 
ate, by  which  the  reporters  will  be  belter  accom- 
modated than  they  now  are,  and  the  ladies  also, 
by  properly  fitting  up  the  marble  gallery  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  reporters. 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent  and  agreed  to:  Whereupon, 

Mr.  Mangum,  Mr.  Sevier,  Mr.  Berrien,  Mr. 
Breese,  and  Mr.  Allen,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.'  RUSK,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolled 
Bills,  reported  that  they  presented  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  on  the  14th  instant,  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  to  the  barque 
Canton. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Walker,  his  Secretary, 
informing  the  Senate  that  he  had  approved  and 
signed  the  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register 
to  the  barque  Canton. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Nathaniel  Kuykendall;  which  was  read  a  first 
time. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  compen- 
sation of  Samuel  Leech,  for  services  in  the  investi- 
gation of  the  suspended  sales  in  the  Mineral  Point 
district,  Wisconsin;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  Abigail  Garland,  widow  of  David  Garland, 
deceased;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  YULEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Brownell;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Amos  Holton. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  CASS  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War 
fiirnisli  Uie  Senate  wiUi  the  report  and  map  of  the  examina- 
tion of  New  Mexico,  made  by  Lieutenant  J.  VV.  Abort,  corps 
of  Topographical  Engineers,  while  attached  to  the  command 
of  General  Kearny. 

Mr.  CAM  ERON  submitted  the  following,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed  : 

\Vher>  as,  a  defalcation  is  reported  to  have  occurred  in 
the  [Jnited  .States  mint  at  I'hiUidelpliia,  which  by  law  is 
made  a  dcpo.-U(n y  of  llii'  public  money : 

Hcsolvcd,  llinrefore,  That  the  Senate  will  appoint  a  com- 
mittee from  its  body  to  examine  tlie  books,  vouchers,  and 
money  in  the  mint,  with  authority  to  command  the  atteod- 
aiice,  and  examine  them  upon  oath,  of  all  the  persons  em- 
ployed by  the  Government  Micro. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BERRIEN, 

Resolved,  'I'hat  the  (^mimiUcc  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Koads  be  int-trueted  to  inipiiic  whether  any  and  what  legis- 
lation is  necessary  to  sccme  the  more  regular  and  speedy 
transmission  of  the  great  Northern  and  •Southern  mail ;  anil 
that  they  have  leave  to  "-eport  by  bill,  resolution,  or  other- 
wise. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAYTON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
eomniunicalc  lo  the  Senate  copies  of  the  articles  of  submis- 
sion, the  award,  the  opinion  of  the  arbilralor,  and  llie  pro- 
ceedings and  llu'  minnles  in  bis  possession  conneeud  llu're- 
vvilh.  In  tbi'  mailer  of  llic  Pea  I'alcb  Island,  bclorc  the  Hon. 
John  Sergcani,  sole  arbitrator,  appointed  liy  the  panics  in 
interest  to  decide  upon  the  title  to  said  island. 

GENERAL  SCOTT'S   PLAN. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Manguivi,  came  up  for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  t  Jnited  States  be  re- 
iiuesled  lo  lay  before  the  Senate  all  the  piaiis,  eslimau  s, 
and  calculatlims  presented  by  (icncral  Scott,  as  in  his 
opinion  beins  best  adapted  to  obtain  the  objccu  of  the  war; 
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and  his  opinion  toucliing  means  necessary  to  the  military 
acconi|iUsii  tlie  objects  of  our  Government,  in  any  and  all 
alternative  views,  that  have  been  considered  by  the  Execu- 
tive or  suggested  by  Scott  to  bring  the  war  with  Mexico  to 
a  close;  if  not  inconsistent,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President, 
with  the  pnhlio  service. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  would  ask  the  Senator  to  con- 
sent to  the  postponement  of  the  consideration  of 
the  resokition  till  to-morrow.  The  Senator  from 
Arkansas  [Mr.  Sevier]  is  absent,  and  there  can 
be  no  harm  from  twenty-four  hours'  delay. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  1  have  no  objection  to  post- 
ponement, except  that  the  information  sought  by 
the  resolution  is  of  vast  importance  to  the  forma- 
tion of  an  intelligent  opinion  in  reference  to  meas- 
ures now  pending  before  the  Senate;  and  which, 
allow  me  to  say,  are  pushed  to  a  consummation 
with  a  degree  of  zeal  and  pertinacity  which  1  have 
rarely  witnessed  upon  any  occasion  so  early  in  the 
session.  It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  com- 
ply with  the  suggestion  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Michigan,  were  it  not  that  the  information 
which  is  desired  is  of  the  very  highest  importance 
at  this  very  moment,  in  order  to  enable  the  Senate 
to  act  intelligently.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  the 
Senate  will  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  res- 
olution. I  will  make  no  other  remark  unless  it 
should  be  deemed  necessary.  I  hope  the  resolu- 
tion will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  do  h6pe  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  will  consent  to  a  postponement  of  the  res- 
olution. If  he  do  not,  I  must  be  compelled  to  vote 
against  it.  I  cannot  conceive  that,  in  the  present 
condition  of  affairs,  whilst  we  are  actually  engaged 
in  war,  it  would  be  proper  to  communicate  the 
plans  of  the  Government.  It  would  give  the  enemy 
information  vastly  useful  to  them  in  making  their 
preparations.  We  can  easily  conceive  that  such 
would  be  the  case.  It  is  true  that  the  usual  dis- 
cretionary power  is  given  to  the  Executive,  but  1 
conceive  that  the  objection  which  I  have  just  stated 
has  sufficient  force  to  make  the  call  improper  at 
this  time.  The  Senator  says  that  the  measures 
before  the  Senate  have  been  pushed  very  perti- 
naciously. I  cannot  conceive  why  the  Senator  has 
made  such  an  assertion.  The  bill  for  raising  ten 
regiments  was  introduced  three  weeks  since — four 
weeks  since,  I  believe — and  we  are  now  in  the 
■second  week  of  its  discussion.  There  has  been 
no  disposition  in  any  part  of  the  Senate  to  force 
that  bill  through  without  discussion.  All  we  have 
asked  is,  that  it  should  be  considered,  discussed, 
and  voted  upon.  If  this  be  "  pertinacity,"  we  are 
pertinacious.  But  I  do  not  think  that  this  is  per- 
tinacity. I  do  not  say  that  there  is  an  instanta- 
neous need -of  this  additional  force.  But  I  hold, 
as  was  better  said  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Mississippi,  [Mr.  Davis,]  than  it  can  be  said  by 
me,  that  that  force  ought  to  be  raised  and  sent  to 
Mexico  before  the  sickly  season  sets  in;  and  that, 
in  order  toeft'ect  that,  we  should  hasten  our  prepa- 
rations as  much  as  possible.  It  will  take  some 
time  to  put  the  bill  through  the  Senate,  and  still 
longer  in  the  House.  We  may  be  advanced  far 
in  the  session,  do  the  best  we  can,  before  these  bills 
can  be  passed,  and  the  Government  be  put  in  pos- 
session of  this  force.  I  repeat,  then,  that  I  cannot 
perceive  any  ground  for  the  charge  that  the  meas- 
ure has  been  pertinaciously  urged  upon  the  Senate. 
I  renew  the  suggestion,  that  the  resolution  be  allow- 
ed to  lie  over  till  to-morrow. 

Mr  MANGUM.  I  did  not  charge  pertinacity, 
in  reference  to  this  measure,  upon  any  portion  of 
the  Senate.  I  alluded  exclusively  to  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs; 
and  I  submit  to  the  Senate,  and  to  all  who  have 
observed  the  proceedings  of  the  body  in  reference 
to  this  measure,  whether  the  charge  has  not  been 
sustained  by  the  facts.  Sir,  when  the  honorable 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  was  about  to  be  de- 
nied the  benefit  of  the  usual  course  of  the  Senate 
in  reference  to  the  consideration  of  his  resolutions, 
I  appeal  to  the  recollection  of  Senators,  whether 
there  was  not  great  pertinacity  exhibited  in  the 
effort  to  refuse  him  an  opportunity  of  addressino- 
the  Senate.  All  must  remember  the  events  of  last 
Thursday — the  repeated  calls  of  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question  of  adjournment,  with  reference  to 
this  very  question.  All  must  remember  the  earn- 
esine.ss  with  which  the  honorable  chairman  of 
\he  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  urged  the  neces- 
sity of  early,  if  not  immediate,  action  on  the  bill 
before  them.  However,  1  leave  that,  sir,  as  a 
email  matter,  and  pass  to  one  of  vastly  greater 
importance.     I  allude  to  the  sentiment  enunciated 


here  by  the  honorable  Senator  this  morning,  that 
it  would  be  eminently  improper  for  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  tp  be  informed  of  the  Execu- 
tive's designs  and  the  Executive's  instructions  to 
the  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  in  Mexico. 
I  protest,  sir,  most  solem^^ly,  against  this  attempt 
to  exact  that  degree  of  faith  from  the  legislative 
bodies  of  this  country  which  shall  induce  them  to 
rely  upon  an  Executive  who  discloses  only  by 
glimpses,  not  even  by  halves,  the  purposes  be- 
lieved to  be  entertained  by  him.  I  hold,  sir,  that 
the  great  legislative  faculty  of  the  country  should 
not  be  exercised  at  all  upon  a  question  so  moment- 
ous as  this,  upon  mere  faith  reposed  in  the  Execu- 
tive branch  of  the  Government,  who  does  not 
deign  to  conmmnicate  to  us  more  than  glimpses  of 
his  policy.  I  regard  it  as  so  important  that  I  look 
upon  the  question  now  pending  as  bringing  up  the 
great  issue  between  despotism  and  liberty.  1  regard 
the  measures  here  presented  to  us — only  half  dis- 
closed to  us — as  looking  to  a  spirit  of  universal 
domination,  and  an  absolute  conquest  of  the  vv'hole 
of  Mexico.  If  the  country  is  ripe  for  that,  in  my 
poor  judgment,  the  country  is  ready  to  surrender 
its  free  institutions.  The  policy,  as  half  disclosed 
by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  in  the  extract  from  a  letter  which 
was  read  here  the  other  day,  indicates,  in  my 
opinion,  designs,  from  which  the  inference  is  in- 
evitable and  cannot  be  resisted,  that  Executive 
policy  seeks  for  universal  domination  in  Mexico, 
and  the  conquest  of  the  whole  country.  That,  in 
my  humble  judgment,  raises  the  question,  dis- 
tinctly and  emphatically,  between  despotism  on 
the  one  hand,  and  liberty  on  the  other;  and  the 
more  so,  sir,  as  the  Executive  of  this  country  does 
not  deign  to  communicate  to  us  his  views,  and  as 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  the  trusted  and  able  organ  of  the 
Administration  here,  tells  us  to  our  faces  that  it 
would  be  improper  to  communicate  to  us  the  de- 
signs of  the  Executive.  I  oppose,  sir,  such  a  course 
of  policy;  and  I  frankly  say,  that,  under  avowals 
of  this  character,  anxious  as  I  am  to  strengthen 
the  arm  of  the  Government  for  all  legitimate  pur- 
poses— an  anxiety  which  has  been  evinced  by  all 
my  votes  upon  this  question — 1  shall  feel  myself 
driven  to  the  necessity  of  refusing  supplies,  either 
of  men  or  money,  for  any  increment  of  the  army, 
so  long  as  this  doctrine  avowed  by  the  Senator 
from  Michigan  shall  be  maintained. 

Sir,  my  attention  is  directed  to  an  order  to  which 
I  have  noticed  a  reference,  but  now  seen  for  the 
first  time.  I  will  not  detain  the  Senate  by  reading 
it.  I  suppose  it  is  familiar  to  other  Senators.  1 
understand  that  this  orderoii  the  partof  the  general 
commanding-in-chief  is  to  occupy  every  important 
position  throughout  Mexico. 

A  Senator.     Read  the  first  clause. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  This  is  marked  "  order  376," 
and  is  as  follows: 

"Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
"  Mexico,  December  15,  1S47. 

"  1.  Tiiis  army  is  about  to  spread  itself  over,  and  occupy 
the  Republic  of  Mexico,  until  the  latter  shall  sue  lor  peace 
in  terms  acceptable  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States." 

"  The  whole  of  the  Republic!"  Sir,  it  cannot 
be  disguised.  The  disguises  are  too  thin.  The 
veil  is  too  transparent.  All  the  disavowals  that  we 
have  had,  that  the  President  does  not  entertain  any 
purpose  of  conquest,  come  at  last  to  this,  that  the 
Executive  means  to  illustrate  his  administration  by 
absorbing  tlie  whole  of  Mexico,  if  the  sense  of  the 
country  will  sustain  hiin.  I  desire  to  know,  sir, 
whether  the  general-in-chief,  for  any  legitimate  or 
proper  or  reasonable  purpose,  desires  or  has  sug- 
gested this  increase  of  the  army,  amounting  to 
thirty  regiments,  the  bills  for  which  are  now  upon 
your  table.  Yet  we  are  not  to  have  this  informa- 
*ion  !  It  would  be  eminently  improper  to  disclose 
the  views  of  the  Executive  in  regard  to  Mexico  ! 
Disclose  them  to  whom,  sir?  Not  to  the  Mexi- 
cans. The  general  order  of  the  commander-in- 
chief  has  already  disclosed  his  purposes,  presumed 
to  be  the  purposes  of  the  Government  in  regard  to 
the  future  policy,  to  the  Mexicans  themselves;  but 
eminently  improper  to  disclose  them  to  the  Ameri- 
can people,  who,  I  trust,  are  not  yet  ripe  for  this 
scheme  of  wholesale  rapacity  and  rapine,  in  which 
I  fear  we  have  already  too  much  indulged.  I  hope, 
sir,  the  resolution  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  CASS.  The  honorable  Senator  from  North 
Carolina,  from  a  general  charge  has  proceeded  to 
make  an  individual  charge.  He  charges  me  with 
pertinacious  obstinacy. 


Mr.  MANGUM.  I  mean  it  in  no  improper 
sense.  I  imputed  to  the  Senator  only  a  marked 
degree  of  zeal  and  pertinacity. 

Mr.  CASS.  No  one  knows  better  than  I  do  the 
courteous  and  honorable  bearing  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina.  He  may,  like  all  of  us  at 
times,  under  the  influence  of  parly  zeal,  from 
which  none,  perhaps,  are  wholly  free,  use  harsher 
expressions  than  need  be;  but  his  present  charge, 
as  applicable  to  me  in  any  circumstances,  is  incor- 
rect, and  I  mean  to  prove  that  it  is  so  to  his  satis- 
faction. He  instances  two  facts  in  support  of  his 
allegation:  first,  that  I  opposed  the  discussion  of 
the  resolutions  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  South 
Carolina.  Now,  I  was  not  opposed  to  the  discus- 
sion. 1  beg  the  honorable  Senator's  pardon,  but 
he  must  allow  me  to  remind  him  that  I  was  in 
favor  of  the  discussion.  I  was  anxious  to  extend 
to  the  honorable  Sejiator  from  South  Carolina  all 
the  indulgence  which  he  asked.  All  I  insisted  on 
vv^as,  that  if  this  most  important  bill  were  laid  aside 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  a  subject  which,  so 
far  as  it  related  to  the  measures  immediately  before 
us,  riiight  be  called  abstract,  as  soon  as  an  oppor- 
tunity had  been  conceded  to  him  to  express  his 
views,  the  subject  should  be  laid  upon  the  table, 
and  the  bill  be  taken  up.  That  was  the  only  ob- 
jection that  I  ever  made  in  reference  to  that  matter; 
and  that  was  precisely  the  arrangement  into  which 
the  Senate  itself  fell.  Such,  then,  was  the  amount 
of  my  pertinacity  in  that  case.  As  to  the  adjourn- 
ment, it  has  been  many  times  a  matter  of  conscience 
with  me  to  vote  for  adjournment,  under  the  im- 
pression that  we  did  less  mischief  out  of  this 
Chamber  than  in  it;  but  here  is  a  case  in  which  the 
interests  of  the  country  required  prompt  action, 
and  therefore  I  opposed  the  adjournment.  We 
had  before  us  a  bill  whose  importance  cannot  well 
be  overrated.  We  had  been  giving  to  it  one  and 
a  half  flour's  discussion  daily — six  hours  a  week 
allotted  to  one  of  the  most  important  measures  in 
its  consequences  ever  presented  to  the  Senate!  I 
objected  to  adjAirn  over  till  Monday,  and  that  is 
adduced  as  another  proof  of  my  pertinacity! 
Really,  I  cannot  see  it. 

Now,  with  respect  to  the  motion  before  the 
Senate,  all  I  ask  is,  that  this  matter  should  be 
allowed  to  lie  over  till  to-morrow,  when  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Sevier,] 
specially  charged  with  it,  shall  have  collected  the 
necessary  information.  I  do  not  say  that  it  will 
not  be  proper  then  to  communicate  the  informa- 
tion, nor  have  1  said  that  it  would  be  ii^iproper  to 
give  any  of  the  information  which  is  sought.  The 
gentleman  has  asked,  to  whom  the  information  is 
to  be  disclosed?  Why,  to  the  Mexicans.  I  do  not, 
of  course,  intend  to  say,  that  that  is  his  object; 
but  that  will  be  the  effect  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  The  Senator  misconceives 
my  meaning.  The  Mexicans  have  already  had 
intelligence  of  the  designs  of  the  President  to  the 
utmost  limit;  and  if  the  information  is  withheld, 
it  is  because  there  is  an  unwillingness,  somewhere, 
that  it  should  be  laid  before  the  American  people. 
As  to  the  Mexicans,  they  have  been  already  ad- 
vertised of  the  views  of  the  Executive. 

Mr.  CASS.  If  the  Senator  only  wants  that  in- 
formation, the  American  people  have  got  it  as  well 
as  the  Mexicans.  I  take  it,  Mr.  President,  that 
in  all  countries  during  the  prosecution  of  a  war, 
the  specific  plan  of  the  campaign  should  not  be 
made  public.  Surely,  prudence  requires  that  only 
the  general  intentions  of  the  Executive  Govern- 
ment should  be  made  known  in  »uch  circumstan- 
ces. But  where,  in  the  name  of  wonder,  would  be 
the  sense  in  telling  Mexico,  that  the  1st  of  June 
we  mean  to  take  Vera  Cruz,  and  Puebla  on  the 
20th — that  on  such  a  day,  such  and  such  troops,  or 
subsistence,  or  munitions  of  war,  would  be  de- 
spatched to  a  certain  point?  It  is  not  the  specific, 
identical  plans  of  campaign  made  between  the 
commander-in-chief  and  the  Government,  which 
should  be  laid  before  the  Legislature  of  the  country 
and  the  enemy.  A  thousand  reasons  will  occur  to 
everybody,  showing  that  such  a  procedure,  if  not 
impossible,  would  be  highly  injurious.  I  repeat, 
there  is  no  wish  to  refuse  any  information  which 
may,  with  propriety  and  safety,  be  communicated. 
My  only  object  is  to  delay  action  on  this  resolu- 
tion for  a  short  time,  until  the  necessary  informa- 
tion can  be  supplied.  All  I  contend  for  is,  that 
the  broad  principle  assumed  by  I  he  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina,  is  neither  safe  in  itself, 
nor  justified  by  the  practice  of  any  government— 
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to  wit:  that  at  all  times  it  is  right  to  call  upon  the 
Executive  to  disclose  its  specific  plans  of  carrying 
on  a  war.  The  adoption  of  such  a  principle,  it  is 
obvious,  would  be  attended  with  the  most  injurious 
consequences. 

Now,  with  respect  to  the  progress  of  the  war, 
it  is  said  that  General  Scott  is  going  on  from  town 
to  town,  and  from  city  to  city,  conquering  all 
before  him.  1  am  very  glad  to  hear  it.  I  hope 
tkat  the  commanding-  general  will  continue  to  go 
on  in  this  way.  If  he  does  so,  I  have  no  douut 
he  will  conquer  Mexican  obstinacy  and  thus  con- 
quer a  peace.  I  have  already  expressed  my  opin- 
ions with  regard  to  the  war  in  Mexico,  and  have 
nothing  to  say  on  the  subject  now,  except  to  tell 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  wliat  I  had  the 
honor  to  say  to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
that  the  adoption  of  any  resolutions  in  this  Senate 
with  regard  to  any  danger — if  danger  there  be— in 
the  progress  of  this  war,  would  be  but  as  the  idle 
wind.  "You  might  as  well  stand  by  the  cataract 
of  Niagara,  and  say  to  its  waters  "How  not,  "  as 
to  the  American  people  "annex  not  terriloiy,"  if 
they  choose  to  annex  it.  It  is  the  refusal  of  the 
Mexican  people  to  do  us  justice  that  prolongs  this 
war.  It  is  that  which  ojierates  on  the  public  mind 
and  leads  the  Senator  froin  North  Carolina  to  ap- 
prehend a  state  of  things  which  he  fears,  but 
which,  for  myself,  I  do  not  anticipate.  Let  me 
say,  Mr.  President,  that  it  takes  a  great  deal  to  kill 
this  country.  We  have  had  an  alarming  crisis 
almost  every  year  as  long  as  I  can  recollect.  I 
came  on  the  public  stage  as  a  spectator  before  Mr. 
Jefferson  was  elected.  That  was  a  crisis.  Then 
came  the  embargo  crisis — the  crisis  of  the  non-in- 
tercourse— of  the  war — of  the  bank — of  the  tariff 
— of  the  removal  of  the  deposites — and  a  score  of 
others.  But  we  have  outlived  them  all,  and  ad- 
vanced in  all  the  elements  of  power  and  prosperity 
with  a  rapidity  heretofore  unknown  in  the  history 
of  nations.  If  we  should  swallow  Mexico  to-mor- 
row, I  do  not  believe  it  would  kil^us.  The  Sena- 
tor f^i-om  North  Carolina  and  my.self  may  not  live 
to  see  it,  but  I  am  by  no  means  satisfied  that  the 
day  will  not  come  in  which  the  whole  of  the  vast 
country  around  us  will  form  one  of  the  most  mag- 
nificent empires  that  the  world  has  yet  seen — glo- 
rious in  its  prosperity,  and  still  more  glorious  in 
the  establishment  and  perpetuation  of  the  princi- 
ples of  free  government  and  the  blessings  which 
they  bring  with  them. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  was  not  aware  that  this  reso- 
lution was  before  the  Senate  at  all,  and  therefore 
it  will  not  be  supposed  that  I  intend  to  address  the 
Senate  on  its  subject-matter.  It  seems  to  me,  sir, 
that  this  Government  has  always  proceeded  upon 
the  assumption  that  in  certam  cases  it  is  proper  to 
refrain  from  giving  publicity  to  some  portions  of 
tlie  public  business  until  the  whole  has  been  con- 
summated. It  is  upon  that  ground  that  these 
doors  are  so  often  closed  upon  the  public.  It  is 
upon  that  ground  that  this  Senate  has  so  often 
refused,  also,  to  entertain  resolutions  calling  for 
matter  touching  the  foreign  relations  of  the  coun- 
try before  the  matter  was  consummated.  For  the 
same  reason,  a  part  of  the  appropriations  of  this 
Government  to  the  "  secret-service  fund"  is  placed 
under  the  guarantee  of  the  President's  honor,  and 
he  turns  the  key  and  closes  the  door  upon  the 
public  with  regard  to  that  secret-service  money. 
I  speak  of  these  things,  sir,  as  evidence  of  the  fact, 
that  thus  far  this  Government  has  proceeded  upon 
the  ground  thai  some  parts  of  the  public  business, 
in  some  stages  of  its  transaction,  ought  to  be  with- 
licld  from  the  general  observation  of  the  world. 
Where  the  line  should  be  drawn,  sir,  is  a  great 
and  a  delicate  question.  How  much,  if  any,  of 
the  public  business  should  be  so  withheld  from  the 
notice  of  the  public  is  a  very  serious  question,  and 
one  on  which  I  entertain  opinions  quite  dilierent 
from  those  so  often  expressed  by  most  of  the  mcm- 
bcr.s  of  this  body.  The  line  I  think  to  be  this:  that 
whenever  the  act  sought  to  be  made  public  barely 
ufTccts  the  relations  between  any  branch  of  the 
Government  and  its  own  constituency,  it  ought  to 
1)6  made  public,  every  part  and  parcel  of  it;  but 
when  the  act  .sought  to  be  disclo.sed  affects  the  re- 
lations of  our  Government  svith  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment, then  the  national  interests  and  the  national 
safety  may  require  that,  until  all  is  consummated, 
none  should  be  made  known.  Hence  the  resolu- 
tion, which  I  have  submitted  so  often  in  this  body, 
to  open  the  doors  of  the  Senate,  and  have  no  secret 
Bcssions  as  applicable  to  nominations,  contained 


always  the  exception  as  to  treaties,  and  that  ex- 
ception predicated  upon  thg  reasons  which  i  have 
given. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  say  whether  I  shall  vote  for 
or  against  this  resolution,  because  I  have  read  it 
only  this  morning,  and  not  ten  minutes  ago.  1 
desn-e  an  opportunity  to  examine  the  resolution. 
I  wish  to  ascertain  whether  any  of  the  inlbrmation 
there  called  for,  v/ould,  if  disclosed,  of  whatever 
character  it  may  be,  prejudice  the  interest  of  the 
country.  Perhaps,  sir,  in  a  time  of  war,  when  so 
large  national  interests  are  involved — perhaps,  in 
such  circumstances,  a  great  deal  more  than  ordina- 
ry care  should  be  taken  to  see,  that  in  our  anxiety 
to  bring  everything  before  the  public,  we  do  not 
inflict  injury  on  the  public  interests.  But,  as  I 
said,  I  will  not  go  into  this  business.  I  will  go  as 
far  as  the  farthest  man  here,  in  a  general  resolution, 
describing  what  part  of  the  public  business  shall  be 
kept  secret,  and  what  slvall  be  made  public.  The 
sentiments  of  the  Senate  in  regard  to  the  question 
vary  with  the  cases  which  exist  at  the  moment, 
as  everybody  knows;  and  the  same  vote  which 
closes  the  doors  to-day  may  open  them  to-mor- 
row. We  ought  to  have  a  general  rule,  applicable 
to  all  cases.  1  remember  a  famous  struggle  which 
we  had  upon  this  floor,  in  regard  to  a  resolution 
which  1  liad  the  honor  to  submit,  calling  for  cer- 
tain military  orders  issued  by  President  Tyler,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  transfer  a  portion  of  the 
regular  forces  of  the  United  States  near  to  the  scene 
which  was  going  on  in  one  of  the  States  of  the 
Union,  involving  a  question  of  its  constitutional 
government.  Well,  upon  that  subject  the  Senate 
would  not  entertain  the  proposition.  They  laid  it 
upon  the  table  and  kept  it  there,  in  defiance  of  all 
the  elTorts  which  I  could  make  to  get  it  up.  I  al- 
leged that  if  rumor  were  correct,  the  President 
was  doing  a  thing  he  had  no  right  to  do,  and  which 
seriously  perilled  the  public  peace,  and,  what  was 
more,  the  public  rights  of  a  portion  of  the  citizens 
of  the  country.  The  Senate,  however,  thought 
that  it  was  not  jjroper  to  call  for  the  documents.  I 
will  not  say  that  in  that  case  the  Senate  was  wrong, 
and  that  I  was  right;  but  I  speak  of  this  as  one  of 
the  historical  reminiscences  of  the  past,  to  which 
we  ought  sometimes  to  refer  when  we  start  propo- 
sitions of  this  kind,  and  which  may  reflect  some 
light  upon  the  case  now  before  us.  I  pledge  my- 
self to  vote  for  the  most  ultra  resolution  which  any 
man  can  conceive,  for  which  he  will  himself  vote, 
laying  down  a  general  rule  with  regard  to  the  de- 
scription of  public  business  to  which  this  Senate 
has  a  right,  and  for  which  they  have  a  right  to  call. 
I  say,  therefore,  to  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina, let  him  draw  up  a  general  resolution,  declar- 
atory of  the  rights  of  the  Senate  upon  this  subject, 
and  lie  cannot  carry  his  resolution  too  far — he  can^ 
not  throw  open  the  door  too  widely— he  cannot  let 
in  too  much  sunlight — to  lose  my  support;  for  I 
have  been  one  entertaining  very  ultra  ideas  on  this 
subject  of  making  everything  public.  But  I  want 
time  to  consider  the  particular  resolution  which  he 
has  submitted,  and  therefore  desire  that  it  may  be 
laid  on  the  table  until  we  make  a  question  declar- 
atory of  the  rights  of  the  body  in  this  respect — a 
question  which  shall  result  in  the  adoption  of  a 
resolution  applicable  in  all  time  to  come,  and  by 
which  we  shall  measure  all  succeeding  administra- 
tions. I  move,  sir,  the  resolution  be  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  hope  that  the  honorable 
Senator  will  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  ALLEN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  It  is  impossible,  without  a 
violation  of  propriety  and  decorum,  to  allude  to 
what  has  been  done  in  the  Senate  when  sitting  in 
a  different  capacity,  and  I  shall  not  do  so.  « 

Mr.  ALLEN.  The  resolution  to  which  I  had 
reference  was  submitted  in  open  Senate. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  am  aware  of  that,  sir.  But 
in  answer  to  what  has  been  said  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Michigan  on  this  subject,  I  have  only 
to  remark,  that  it  is  perfectly  competent  for  the 
President,  in  what  I  regard  a  jiroper  deference  to 
the  Senate,  (which  is  a  portion  of  the  executive, 
and  exercises  also  a  share  of  the  legislative  faculty 
of  this  Government,)  to  make  all  communications 
to  us  in  the  strictest  confidence.  Is  it  to  be  main- 
tained here,  sir,  that  we,  who  must  give  efficiency 
and  consummation  to  all  these  great  measures, 
acting  not  upon  Executive,  but  upon  our  own 
respective  responsibilities — is  it  to  bo  contended 
that  we  are  to  be  refused,  in  secret  session,  such 


information  as  it  may  be  deemed  improper  to  com- 
municate in  public?  I  have  inserted  in  the  reso- 
lution^  in  a  proper  feeling  of  decorum  towards  the 
Executive,  the  usual  clause — "  if  compatible  with 
the  public  service."  I  protest,  sir,  against  the  doc- 
trine that  the  Executive  can  withhold  from  us  any 
information  which  is  necessary  to  intelligent  action 
on  our  part.  What !  deny  us  the  means  of  acting 
understandingly  and  intelligently  on  the  measures 
submitted  by  the  Executive !  Sir,  an  absolute 
despotism  could  not  ask  for  more — need  not  seek 
for  more  than  that.  As  regards  the  views  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Ohio,  it  seems  to  me  that 
he  has  considerably  modified  his  opinions  on  this 
subject.  The  distinction  now  is,  that  in  all  mat- 
ters which  touch  our  internal  interests  and  affect 
our  constituency,  the  Executive  is  bound  to  give  us 
all  the  information  which  we  may  demand ;  but 
that  in  those  cases  which  affect  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, and  which  may  very  often  involve  matter  of 
vastly  greater  delicacy,  and  perhaps  higher  respon- 
sibility, the  Executive  is  not  to  communicate  in- 
formation to  us.  I  confess  I  cannot  discern  the 
grounds  on  which  such  a  distinction  is  drawn.  I 
believe  the  injunction  of  secrecy  has  been  removed 
from  the  discussion  of  the  Oregon  question  in  pri- 
vate session.  It  was  insisted  then  that  the  dis- 
cussion should  be  open;  and,  if  I  be  right  in  my 
recollection,  the  honorable  Senator  then  entertained 
a  somewhat  different  opinion  from  that  which  he 
has  entmciated  here  to-day.  If,  therefrire,  on  a 
renewal  of  the  motion,  this  resolution  should  be 
laid  on  the  table,  I  shall  regard  it  as  a  decisive  ex- 
pression of  the  judgment  of  the  Senate,  that  upon 
a  great  question,  involving  a  vast  expenditure  of 
money,  deeply  affecting  the  future  policy  of  the 
Government,  the  principle  is  asserted  that  we  are 
to  sit  here  as  puppets  of  the  Executive  will,  voting 
for  whatever  measures  may  be  recommended  to 
us,  without  the  Executive  condescending  to  put  us 
in  possession  of  those  facts  which  we  deem  essen- - 
tial  to  the  formation  of  a  just  estimate  of  his  policy. 
Sir,  I  hope  that  such  a  judgment  will  never  be 
affirmed  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  The  hour  for  taking  up  the 
special  order  has  arrived,  and  I  believe  my  col- 
league has  the  floor.  I  suggest  that  the  resolution 
of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  be  passed  over 
till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  have  no  objection  to  that, 
sir. 

The  resolution  was  then  passed  over  informally 
till  to-morrow. 

THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration,  on  its 
third  reading,  of  the  bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time, 
an  additional  military  force. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  The  bill  upon  your  table,  sir, 
proposes  to  raise  ten  additional  regiments,  or  ten 
thousand  men,  rank  and  file,  in  addition  to  the 
regular  army  now  exi.sting,  and  under  the  control 
of  this  Government.  Tliis  bill  has  been  reported 
by  the  Military  Committee  in  conformity  with  the 
recommendation  of  the  President;  and  we  are  also 
informed  that  it  will  be  followed  by  another  bill, 
giving  to  the  Executive  authority,  whenever  he 
may  think  proper  to  exercise  it,  to  call  out  twenty 
thousand  volunteers.  These  are  the  measures 
which  will  form  the  subject  of  our  authoritative 
action  at  this  time.  By  the  existing  laws,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  the  basis  of  an 
army  of  sixty  thousand  men.  There  are  thirty 
regiments  of  regulars,  I  believe,  and  about  the 
same  number  of  volunteers,  which  have  been 
authorized  to  be  called  into  service  during  this  war. 
I  cannot  be  precise,  however,  as  to  the  number  of 
men  who  have  been  actually  in  service;  but  it  is 
certain,  that  if  all  the  regiments  of  regulars  were 
filled  up,  there  would  be  about  twenty-eight  thou- 
sand six  hundred,  or  very  nearly  thirty  thousand 
men;  and  I  understand  there  are  about  thirty  thou- 
sand volunteers.  It  is  true,  that  of  this  number 
we  have  not  now  in  the  field,  or  under  the  actual 
command  of  officers,  more  than  forty-five  thousand ; 
but  it  is  suflicient  to  say,  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army 
of  this  nation,  has  the  power  to  call  out  at  this 
time — if  we  put  the  mewis  in  his  power  to  pay 
them — sixty  thousand  armed  men.  He  now  asks 
that  we  should  add  to  this  number  ten  regiments, 
to  be  raised  by  enlistments;  and,  I  suppose,  by 
another  bill,  twenty  thousand  volunteers,  to  be 
placed  at  his  disposal,  making  in  all  ninety  thou- 
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sand  men.  These,  together  with  the  seamen  and 
maiines,  which  are  also  a  portion  of  the  army, 
would  make,  if  they  were  called  into  actual  service, 
one  hundred  thousand  men. 

History  generall  y  takes  notice  of  the  more  prom- 
inent points  in  the  progress  and  policy  of  nations; 
and  it  must  certainly  be  remarked  in  after  times, 
that  the  largest  army  ever  raised  to  be  concen- 
trated upon  one  single  object,  by  the  Republic  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  was  an  army  for  the 
invasion  of  her  nearest  neighbor,  and  the  only 
other  republic  on  the  North  American  continent. 
Posterity,  sir,  will  have  a  right  to  inquire,  why  it 
was  that  the  councils  of  the  United  States  had 
thought  proper  to  exert  the  highest  attribute  which, 
perhaps,  can  be  exerted,  for  carrying  on  a  war  of 
this  description.  We  are  indeed  told  by  the  Presi- 
dent— or  those  who  speak  for  him  on  this  floor — 
that,  although  this  number  of  men  may  be  at  his 
disposal,  although  he  may  call  them  out  under  the 
authority  of  existing  laws,  yet  he  is  not  likely  to 
liave  over  one-third  of  that  number  actually  in 
service. 

Sir,  this  leads  me  to  another  question  which  I 
am  bound  to  notice  in  passing — why  is  it  that  the 
Executive,  as  we  are  informed,  cannot  raise  the 
number  of  troops  which,  by  law,  he  has  authority 
to  raise  for  carrying  on  this  war  in  the  heart  of 
Mexico?  Why  is  it?  Does  it  arise  from  popular 
aversion  against  entering  into  such  a  service  as 
this  ?  If  it  were  a  war  for  the  defence  of  our  own 
soil,  do  you  believe  that  five  times  that  number 
could  not  be  called  into  requisition  ?  Sir,  at  the 
voice  of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  ten 
times  that  number  would  spring  up,  ready  to  de- 
fend the  national  honor  and  the  soil  of  this  Repub- 
lic. And  I  must  here  make  another  remark  :  if 
all  parties  in  the  United  Slates  were  to  concur  in 
the  justice  and  propriety  of  carrying  on  this  war, 
I  would  answer  for  it,  that  the  President  could  not 
say,  that  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  raise  the  num- 
ber of  troops  whicli  the  laws  of  the  country  au- 
thorize him  to  raise.  But,  sir,  the  very  fact,  that 
he  is  unable  to  raise  these  troops  by  the  means 
which  have  been  put  in  his  power,  is,  1  think,  one 
of  the  omens  which  a  wise  ruler  should  regard  in 
administering  the  trust,  the  sacred  trust,  that  is 
committed  to  him. 

Before,  sir,  I  proceed  further  to  discuss  this  bill, 
I  must  be  permitted  to  advert  to  some  of  the  tend- 
encies of  this  war.  And,  in  doing  so,  I  beg  leave 
to  address  myself  particularly  to  the  propositions 
for  amendinent  which  1  have  had  the  honor  to 
submit.  I  do  not  propose  by  the  amendment  on 
your  table,  to  withhold  from  the  President  the 
troops,  or  such  number  of  troops,  as  may  be  re- 
quired; but  I  propose  to  raise  them  in  a  different 
manner.  And  1  know  that  I  am  likely  to  incur 
the  censure  of  those  who  sustain  the  measures  of 
the  Executive,  and  perhaps  I  shall  encounter  the 
criticisms  of  those  who,  speaking  ex  cathedra,  may 
find  fault  with  the  measure  which  I  have  suggest- 
ed. Sir,  I  have  not  brought  forward  my  proposi- 
tion without  consulting  those  who  are  better  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject  than  I  am  myself,  nor 
have  1  brought  it  forward  for  the  purpose  of 
thwarting  the  measures  of  the  President.  i3ut,  sir, 
fliis  is  a  conjuncture  of  affairs  which  calls  upon 
every  man,  who  feels  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  Republic,  to  express  himself  freely,  fearlessly, 
and  openly,  upon  all  matters  that  come  before  us. 
This  is  not  the  first  time  that  I  have  found  it 
necessary  to  differ  with  the  President,  as  regards 
some  of  the  measures  which  he  has  advised,  for 
carrying  on  this  war;  and  I  am  happy  that  I  did 
contribute  at  the  last  session  to  upset  some  of  those 
measures  which,  in  my  opinion,  would  have  been 
inconsistent  with  the  public  interests.  I  have  in- 
troduced this  amendment  for  no  such  purpose. 
But  I  think  that  this  is  a  conjuncture  of  affairs,  in 
which  every  man  should  make  his  views  clearly 
understood.  It  is  a  time  when  every  one  should 
pause  and  look  around;  for  I  solemnly  believe  that 
every  step  wcare  taking,  we  are  going  deeper  and 
deeper  into  thclahyrindi  of  a  dangerous  and  inex- 
tricable policy,  from  which  we  may  find  no  clue 
for  an  honorable  and  safe  retreat. 

There  are  those  who  look  on  the  fair  side  of 
things  always;  and  if  the  President  had  recom- 
mended that  we  should  put  at  his  disposal  two  hun- 
dred thousand  men,  I  believe  there  are  men  on  this 
floor,  and  in  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  who 
would  have  voted  for  it,  if  on  no  other  g'round  than 
that  it  came  from  the  Executive,  who  is  responsi- 


ble for  this  war.  I  believe  they  would  have  voted 
for  any  number  of  men^hich  the  President  might 
have  called  for,  and  for  all  the  schemes — the  mag- 
nificent and  splendid  schemes — to  be  carried  into 
operation  by  the  Executive,  that  would  require 
an  army  of  two  hundred  thousand  men.  Yes,  sir, 
if  we  are  to  go  on  with  this  enterprise  of  conquer- 
ing and  subjugating  the  Republic  of  Mexico — 
either  with  a  view  of  absorbing  the  whole  of  that 
Republic,  and  making  it  a  part  of  this  Confeder- 
acy, or  of  making  her  a  dependant  province — it 
would  not  be  an  extravagant  proposition  for  the 
President  to  ask  for  two  hundred  thousand  men  to 
enable  him  to  do  it  with  security  and  safety. 
There  are  those,  sir,  who,  looking  at  objects  in  the 
distant  horizon,  sometimes  neglect  to  look  at  the 
clouds  which  hang  above  our  heads,  and  which 
are  ready  to  burst  upon  us.  And  that  is  the  case 
with  some  gentlemen  on  this  occasion,  who,  while 
they  are  indulging  themselves  in  splendid  visions 
of  revolutionizing  Mexico,  and  making  her  a  pait 
of  this  Republic,  or  making  her  in  some  degree  de- 
pendent on  ua,  are  neglecting  to  look  at  the  dan- 
gers which  surround  our  institutions.  I  therefore 
have  introduced  this  amendment,  in  some  measure, 
that  I  might  have  an  opportunity  of  examining 
more  particularly  into  the  tendency  of  the  meas- 
ures that  are  hereafter  to  be  proposed.  My  amend- 
ment— for  I  mean  to  address  myself  more  particu- 
larly in  the  first  instance  to  that — goes  only,  so  far 
as  to  add  to  the  different  regiments  of  the  army — 
the  riflemen,  the  infantry,  the  artillery,  and  the 
dragoons — (although  by  some  unguarded  omission 
the  dragoons  seem  to  have  been  left  out) — to  add, 
I  say,  to  each  of  these  regiments,  three  hundred 
men.  By  adding  thirty  men  to  each  one  of  the 
companies,  it  will  give  a  regiment,  on  paper,  of 
thirteen  hundred  men;  and  for  this  increase  I  only 
propose  to  add  two  subordinate  officers — and  in 
{  some  cases  none  at  all — provided,  however,  there 
be  five  officers  to  each  company;  and  in  this  way 
I  shall  raise  seventy-five  hundred;  not  so  many, 
to  be  sure,  as  the  President  has  asked  for  and  the 
committee  recommended.  But  I  can  raise  in  this 
way  seven  thousand  five  hundred  men  without  the 
necessity  for  more  than  a  very  few  additional  ofli- 
cers.  I  have  this  recommendation  in  favor  of  my 
system — that  it  will  certainly  be  the  most  efficient 
mode  of  raising  additional  troops  for  active  ser- 
vice. I  think  this  position  cannot  very  well  be 
controverted — that  r  ^w  troops,  infused  and  min- 
gled with  disciplined  soldiers,  are  more  readily 
assimilated  and  rendered  efficient;  and  all  military 
men  will  tell  you  so.  They  will  be  better  officered, 
too,  having  those  officers  who  are  experienced.  I 
know  there  are  those  who  entertain  the  belief  that 
officers  can  be  selected  from  civil  life,  equal  in 
every  respect,  forsuch  a  war  as  this,  to  trained  and 
educated  officers  already  in  the  army.  I  believe, 
Mr.  President,  there  never  was  a  greater  heresy; 
but  if  the  truth  were  known,  and  the  testimony  of 
officers  of  the  army  obtained,  we  should  be  entirely 
satisfied  that  those  battles  which  have  so  signally 
illustrated  the  American  character  in  this  war,  from 
the  battles  of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma  to 
those  of  Contreras  and  Churubusco,  were  to  be 
attributed  to  the  skill  and  ability  which  were  dis- 
played by  the  officers  of  our  army  who  were  edu- 
cated at  West  Point.  I  know  there  have  been 
splendid  achievements  performed  by  the  volunteer 
corps;  but  the  truth  is,  that  both  the  soldiers  and 
officers  of  the  volunteer  corps  relied  with  an  abid- 
ing confidence  in  all  operations  of  the  army  upon 
the  science  and  skill  of  those  who  directed  the  op- 
erations. 

Well,  sir,  in  raising  a  force  of  this  kind,  you 
put  them  under  just  such  men,  not  officers  from 
civil  life,  but  those  already  trained  and  accustomed 
to  the  service.  The  soldier  himself  will  be  better 
trained,  and  he  will  be  better  taken  care  of;  he  will 
have  the  greater  security;  it  will  be  a  measure 
recommended  by  considerations  of  humanity.  I 
think  this  proposition  cannot  be  disputed,  that  it 
will  be  a  more  efficient  corps,  and  that  the  transi- 
tion to  efficient  soldiers  will  be  more  easy  and  ex- 
peditious. 

My  next  proposition  is,  that  it  will  be  cheaper. 
We  have  a  right  to  look  at  the  ten-regiment  bill 
which  passed  Congress  at  the  last  session,  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  the  true  character  of  this  bill. 
And  what  was  the  character  of  that  bill?  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  that  the  President  intends  to  ask 
for  four  brigadier  generals  and  the  full  complement 
of  other  officers  as  on  that  occasion;  but  whether 


that  be  the  case  or  not,  it  is  very  certain  that  under 
the  bill  before  you  there  must  be  ten  entire  regiments 
raised;  and  for  the  purpose  of  officering  these  regi- 
ments, you  must  have  ten  colonels,  ten  lieutenant 
colonels,  twenty  majors,  one  hundred  captains,  and 
three  hundred  lieutenants.  Now,  in  point  of  cost, 
there  is  very  great  difierence  between  the  two:  the 
one  has  the  recommendation  of  being  cheaper,  and, 
vvhen  raised,  are  more  efficient.  There  cannot  be  a 
difference  of  opinion  on  these  two  propositions.  But 
the  objection  to  the  plan  I  have  suggested  is,  that  the 
President  cannot  raise  the  number  of  troops  that 
he  desires  in  the  mode  which  I  have  suggested;  in 
other  words,  that  it  becomes  necessary,  when  the 
Prdsident  wishes  to  raise  a  body  of  troops,  to  ap- 
point intelligent  officers  in  the  first  place,  otherwise 
he  cannot  get  them.  That  is  the  argument.  I 
have  heard  it  said,  if  you  adopt  this  plan  the  men 
cannot  be  raised,  because  the  officers  under  whom 
they  are  to  serve  are  already  appointed.  It  does 
seem  to  me,  sir,  however,  that  the  men  can  be 
readily  raised.  I  can  see  no  reason  why  they  can- 
not. I  do  not  see  why  men  will  not  enlist  without 
having-  the  excitement  of  a  political  moveflnent 
every  time  we  call  for  additional  troops.  If  this 
be  the  case,  it  is  high  time  that  we  should  examine 
into  the  true  merits  of  this  war,  especially  in  regard 
to  the  character  of  the  troops  to  be  employed  in  it. 
Flowever,  sir,  I  have  submitted  the  amendment 
for  what  it  is  worth.  If  the  troops  should  be  raised 
under  it,  they  will  stand  thus:  General  Scott  now 
has  at  his  command  about  thirty-one  thousand  in 
the  aggregate,  about  two  thous^id  of  whom  are  in 
garrison  at  Tampico  and  Vera  Cruz.  The  remain- 
der are  now  under  his  immediate  command  in  and 
near  the  city  of  Mexico.  I  understand  from 
military  men  who  are  recently  from  there,  that 
he  has.  a  movable  column  of  twenty  thousand  to 
carry  on  offensive  operations.  I  do  not  pretend 
of  my  own  knowledge  to  say  what  the  number 
of  his  available  force  is;  but  if  seven  thousand  be 
added  to  those  wh'ich  it  is  said  are  now  under  his 
control,  he  will  at  least  have  twenty-seven  thou- 
sand; and  there  are  to  be  recruited  under  the 
existing  laws,  to  fill  the  old  regiments,  six  or  seven 
thousand  more:  add  these,  and  he  will  have  at 
least  thirty-four  or  five  thousand — a  number  suffi- 
cient, not  only  for  garrison  duty,  but  for  active 
operations  at  any  point  to  which  they  may  be  di- 
rected. Why,  sir,  Bonaparte  had  not  more,  when 
he  made  his  first  campaign  in  Italy,  than  thirty-five 
or  forty  thousand  men.  And  what  is  it  that  these 
troops  are  to  be  required  to  do?  Not  to  fight  bat- 
tles. We  are  told  they  are  not  to  fight  battles. 
What  are  they  to  do  ?  Tliey  are  to  overrun  the 
Mexican  States,  to  disarm  the  population,  to  con- 
fiscate the  public  property,  to  sequester  the  reve- 
nues, and  to  become  the  armed  jailers  to  those 
persons  who  will  not  take  their  ;)«7'o/e.  The  soldiers 
we  are  to  raise  now  are  not  soldiers  who  are  to  be 
animated  by  the  love  of  glory  and  the  spirit  of 
military  adventure;  their  office  is  neither  more 
nor  less  than  to  be  armed  tax-gatherers  or  jail- 
ers. They  are  to  sweep  through  the  country, 
for  the  purpose  of  gathering  treasures,  and  keep- 
ing in  awe  a  feeble  and  distracted  population. 
But,  sir,  the  experiment  has  not  been  made; 
and  though  General  Scott  has  recommended  an 
addition,  which  will  make  the  number  of  troops 
amount  to  fit'ty  thousand,  I  am  satisfied  that  the 
Executive  will  carry  on  his  operations  whether 
that  number  be  added  or  not.  I,  for  one,  will  be 
perfectly  willing  to  accelerate,  as  far  as  I  may  bo 
able,  all  operations  that  may  be  necessary  to  bring 
the  v/ar  to  a  successful  issue;  but  it  does  seem  to 
me,  that  if  we  grant  seven  thousand  regulars,  to 
be  added  to  the  army  in  the  manner  I  propose, 
(which  is  as  much  as  has  ever  been  employed  under 
any  general  of  this  country  in  the  service,)  it  will 
be  sufficient  for  any  purpose  that  can  be  desired  in 
order  to  bring  this  war  to  a  close;  and  I  trust  in 
God  it  is  the  last  war  of  invasion  in  which  we  shall 
ever  be  engaged.  But  while  I  have  thus  intimated 
my  purpose  to  concur,  to  some  extent,  in  raising 
the  number  of  men  which  the  President  may  re- 
quire for  his  immediate  purposes,  I  cannot  shut 
my  eyes  to  the  tendency  of  the  measures  which 
are  likely  to  be  adopted  as  the  permanent  policy 
of  this  Government.  The  President  has  told  you 
in  his  message  that  it  is  not  his  design  to  carry  on 
this  war  for  the  subjugation  of  all  Mexico,  or  the 
destruction  of  her  nationality.  But  I  have  seen 
enough,  sir,  to  satisfy  me  that  the  current  of  con- 
sequences is  carrying  the  measures  recommended 
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even  by  the  Executive  himself  far  beyond  his  con- 
trol. 

Since  the  discussion  of  this  subject  commenced, 
within  the  last  fortnight,  there  have  been  demon- 
strations of  |)ubiic  opinion  not  to  be  mistaken.  I 
liave  heard  it  openly  avowed  that  this  war  is  not 
to  be  carried  on  merely  for  the  purpose  of  making 
peace  with  JNIexico  under  a  satisfactory  treaty;  but 
tliat  it  is  to  be  prosecuted  witli  the  more  obnoxious 
desis^n  of  conquering  Mexico  and  bringing  her  into 
subjection,  either  as  an  independent  provnice,  or  to 
be  annexed  as  a  part  of  our  territorial  government. 
Sir,  it  is  not  to  be  disguised.  When  my  colleague 
first  intimated  that  such  would  be  the  tendency  of 
the  measures  recommended  by  the  President,  the 
friends  of  the  President  on  this  floor — and  I  have 
no  douljt  they  spoke  by  authority — repudiated  the 
idea,  and  said  nothing  was  further  from  the  inten- 
tion of  the  President  than  such  a  design.  I  cannot 
impute  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  any  de.sign  under 
the  cover  of  any  ambiguous  terms.  He  has  said 
— and  I  believe  he  v/as  honest  when  he  said  it — 
that  it  was  not  his  purpose  to  subjugate  Mexico 
and-destroy  her  nationality.  But  if  the  President 
should  be  unable  to  control  the  tendency  of  liis 
own  measures,  what  diflerence  will  it  make  to^  the 
people  whether  the  result  arises  from  design,  from 
i-rnorance,  or  from  his  inability  to  control  the  ten- 
dency of  the  measures  which  he  himself  proposes.' 
The  effect  will  be  the  same.  Are  we  any  nearer 
peac;  now  than  we  were  at  the  commencement  of 
the  campaiicn,  which  has  fulfilled  the  most  sati- 
guine  expectations  of  all  those  who  were  interested 
in  the  accomplishment  of  the  designs  of  the  Exec- 
utive .'  I  can  never  forget  the  time  when  that  cam- 
paign was  under  discussion  in  private  circles — the 
deep  anxiety  that  I  felt  on  the  subject — (I  mean 
the  campaign  which  may  be  denominated  the  Vera 
Cruz  expedition.)  There  were  men  who  fore- 
boded the  greatest  evils — men  who  looked  at  it  with 
a  distrustful  eye — who  denounced  it  as  rash  and 
unmilitary,  and  one  likely  to  i<esult  in  disastrous 
con.<!equences.  Gentlemen  will  recollect  the  deep 
anxiety  which  was  felt  by  all  who  had  friends  or 
relatives  in  that  expedition,  at  the  time  of  the  land- 
ing of  General  Scott  at  Vera  Cruz.  And  when  it 
was  a.scertainpd  that  they  had  landed  in  safety 
upon  that  soil  which  was  destined  to  cover  the 
bones  of  so  many  of  our  gallant  soldiers,  the  com- 
mon feeling  throughout  the  United  States  was  a 
f'-eling  of  joy  at  the'  prospect  of  approaching  peace. 
Peace"  was  then  confidently  calculated  upon,  but 
no  peace  came.  General  Scott  was  then  in  the  most 
difficult  of  all  situations.  He  had  not  only  to  fight 
liis  way  against  an  enemy,  and  a  formidable  ene- 
my, but  he  had  to  fight  for  the  escape  of  his  army 
from  the  effects  of  the  climate,  to  save  his  men 
from  certain  destruction;  for  if  he  had  not  been 
ai)le  to  pass  the  heights  of  Cerro  Gordo,  the  cli- 
mate would  have  destroyed  more  than  would  have 
fallen  by  the  sword  of  the  Mexicans.  And  with 
what  number  of  men  was  it  that  General  Scott 
landed.'  Not  over  thirteen  thousand;  and  with 
not  ovtr  eight  thousand  he  passed  the  heights  of 
Cerro  Gordo.  He  was  obliged  to  use  the  utmost 
expedition,  or  risk  the  consequences  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  diseases  of  the  country.  He  was 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  risking  the  issue  of  an 
unequal  contest  in  passing  that  which  was  regard- 
ed a.s  the  most  impregnable  of  any  position  which 
liad  been  erected  by  the  Mexican  Governinent.  If 
the  incidcnt.3  and  events  attending  these  battles  had 
been  written,  the  reader  would  have  felt  his  cheeks 
glow  in  reading  them.  He  would  have  found  re- 
corded, names  whicli  are  destined  to  go  down  to 
posterity,  at  whose  mention  the  American  heart 
will  exult.  There  are  many  who  did  not  feci  the 
excitement  incident  to  that  first,  and  perhaps  I 
may  .say  most  important,  victory  which  was  gained 
during  this  eventful  campaign.  If  not  the  mo.st 
important,  it  must  undoubtedly  be  regarded  as  the 
mo.st  splendid  (u:liievcment  of  the  campaign.  I 
shall  not  undertake  to  describe  the  achieveineiits 
before  the  wall.s  of  Mexico;  it  has  been  beiterdone 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  York.  But 
these  battles  did  not  bring  peace.  The  army  is  in 
Mexico — i.s  there  any  peace'  Have  we  not  the 
right  to  ask  the  question,  what  have  been  the  im- 
portant results  proceedin<r  from  those  S|)len(lid  and 
magnificent  victories  ?  Their  .soil  has  been  enrich- 
ed by  the  blood  of  those  who  have  sacrificed  their 
lives  to  maintain  what  they  re<;arded  to  be  the 
honor  of  their  country.  But,  Mr.  President,  while 
we  can  ttike  pride  in  the  heroism  of  our  country- 


men, and  rejoice  with  tliose  who  survive — and 
every  one  c;ui  profit  by  the  history  which  will  be 
written  of  the  dead — we^nust  recollect  that  that 
history  is  written  upon  tombstones — that  it  will 
be  tound  in  the  neglected  graves  of  our  soldiers, 
whose  bones  and  blood  are  now  enriching  a  for- 
eign soil;  in  the  tears  of  widows,  in  cries  of  or- 
phans, artid  statutory  provisions  for  your  maimed 
soldiers.  These  are  the  only  fruits,  as  far  as  we 
have  seen,  of  those  splendid  achievements.  Have 
you  a  right  to  expect  any  other?  Is  there  any 
prospect  that  there  will  be  any  other?  I  hope  there 
may  be  other  results. 

The  President  has  told  us  that  the  only  mode  by 
which  he  can  obtain  a  peace  is,  by  the  entire  sub- 
jugation of  the  jieople  of  Mexico,  so  as  to  reduce 
them  to  an  unconditional  submission.  That  is  the 
only  alternative  left.  But  there  are  other  and  more 
prominent  reasons  why  we  have  no  pence,  and  one 
is  from  our  own  divisions.  This  war  has  encoun- 
tered a  most  formidable  opposition  at  home;  and 
all  Europe  is  against  us.  Where  in  all  history  have 
you  found  such  opposition  as  there  is  to  this  war 
at  this  very  time?  1  do  not  know  what  party  ought 
to  be  responsible.  The  majority  of  the  popular 
branch  I  understand  to  be  against  it,  and  we  have 
only  to  look  at  this  Senate  to  sec  the  formidable 
array  of  those  who  countenance  that  opposition. 
A  wise  magistrate  should  take  counsel  from  the 
signs  of  the  times.  Lord  North  pushed  the  cur- 
rent of  his  measures  so  far  that  he  could  not  control 
them,  because  he  would  not  take  counsel  of  those 
eminent  statesmen  of  their  time — Fox,  Pitt,  and 
Burke.  I  have  no  right  to  allude  to  names,  but  let 
the  Executive  understand  this  much,  that  some  of 
the  highest  names  of  this  country  are  now  giving 
him  counsel — not  directly,  but  in  the  form  of  ex- 
pressed opinions — to  which,  if  he  is  wise,  he  should 
give  something  like  the  attentive  consideration  that 
IS  dtie  to  so  formidable  and  imposing  an  exhibition 
of  public  sentiment. 

1  catmot  concur  myself  (and  I  have  said  so  on 
another  occasion)  in  the  mode  in  which  those  who 
are  opposed  to  the  war  propose  to  terminate  it.  In 
my  opinion,  it  would  have  been  best  for  us  to  con- 
cur in  the  most  effectual  measures  for  bringing  it 
to  a  close;  and  it  is  possible  that  if  we  had  all  con- 
curred in  passing  measures  for  bringing  this  war  to 
a  close,  by  this  time  Mexico  would  have  found  it 
hopeless  to  hold  out  any  longer;  but  she  has  taken 
hope  from  the  opposition  to  the  war  which  has  exist- 
ed among  ourselves;  but  that  is  not,  in  my  opinion, 
the  most  prominent  source — certainly  it  is  not  the 
only  source — of  her  inducement  to  protract  this 
war.  i  think  Mexico  has  a  right  to  complain  of 
the  exacting  terms  which  we  have  been-  demanding 
of  her  as  the  price  of  peace.  Why,  sir,  when 
the  ten-regiment  bill  was  under  discussion  at  the 
last  session,  I  recollect  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  (acting,  no 
doubt,  as  the  organ  of  the  Administration,)  adver- 
tised the  whole  country — before,  sir,  the  territory 
was  reduced  to  subjection  by  our  arms,  and  before 
we  had  any  right  of  conquest  over  it — that  the 
least  that  would  be  demanded  of  Mexico,  in  any 
negotiation  for  peace,  would  be  New  Mexico,  and 
all  of  California. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  (in  his  seat.)  Upper  Cali- 
fornia. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  All  of  California,  Upper  and 
Lower.  And,  sir,  [  thought  at  that  time  that  it 
was  one  of  those  declarations  that  was  very  well 
calculated  to  offend  the  pride  and  arouse  the  jeal- 
oiisy  of  any  nation.  No  nation  on  earth,  that  had 
a  spark  of  national  pride,  could  submit  to  be  told 
in  advance  that  she  was  to  be  despoiled  of  nearly 
one-third  of  her  territorial  dominions,  and  that  be- 
fore we  had  obtained  anything  by  right  of  conquest. 
But,  sir,  this  is  not  all.  The  President  of  the 
United  States  has  gone  further,  and  told  us,  in  liis 
late  annual  message,  that  only  New  Mexico  and 
Upper  and  Lower  California  had  been  conquered; 
but  that  he  would  not,  under  any  circumstances, 
siijn  a  treaty  ceding  them  or  any  part  of  them  to 
Mexico  again.  He  has  gone  further,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, and,  what  struck  me  as  somewhat  remarka- 
ble at  the  time,  he  has  assumed  that  they  are  our 
t(n'ritorial  dnminions  now,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  has  a  right  to  appropri- 
ate them  by  extending  their  civil  jurisdiction  over 
them.  This  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  assu- 
ming that  we  have  a  good  title  to  these  territories 
by  conquest.  It  docs  seem  to  me,  as  it  seemed 
then,  (and  u[)on  perusal  of  books  upon  the  sub- 


ject I  am  still  more  satisfied,)  that  it  is  entirely 
against  all  the  weight  of  authority  in  the  laws  of 
nations.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  one  nation_/?a- 
grantebello  acquiring  title  to  the  territory  of  another, 
until  there  shall  have  been  a  treaty  of  peace  made, 
or  an  abandonment  of  right  on  the  part  of  tlie  con- 
quered nation,  or  unless  such  circumstances  exist 
as  to  induce  the  other  nation  to  recognize  the  right 
thus  claimed.  I  know  no  instance,  in  modern 
times,  of  title  to  any  territory  being  consummated 
and  perfected  by  the  law  of  the  strongest,  although, 
during  war,  it  is  one  of  the  modes  of  annoying  an 
enemy  to  take  possession  of  the  territory  of  that 
enemy,  if  it  can  be  seized  upon  by  either  of  the 
belligerents. 

War  docs  not  consist  merely  in  fighting.  War 
has  other  modes  in  which  it  may  be  conducted; 
and  one  of  the  modes  in  which  it  ought  to  be  con- 
ducted is,  to  seize  the  property  of  your  enemy,  for 
the  purpose  of  depriving  him  of  the  means  which  he 
otherwise  would  have  of  sustaining  himself  or  the 
contest.  This, sir, is  one  modeof  carrying onawar; 
and  so,  I  say,  as  we  hold  possession  of  this  terri- 
tory, we  are  but  carrying  on  the  war  legitimately. 
It  is  not  war  to  fight,  because  there  is  nobody  to 
fight.  But  if  the  United  States  advertise  Mex- 
ico, that  under  no  circumstances  can  these  terri- 
tories, or  any  part  of  them,  be  ceded  or  given  back 
to  her,  under  a  treaty  of  peace,  why  talk  about 
negotiation  ?  Why  speak  of  making  a  peace  under 
the  form  of  a  treaty?  Why  resort  to  such  a  misera- 
ble mockery?  Why  seek  to  disguise  your  course 
under  such  miserable  pretences?  Negotiation  for 
what?  You  will  say,  "Mexico,  you  must  negotiate^; 
but  if  you  do,  it  is  with  this  distinct  understand- 
ing, that  we  are  to  hold  all  we  have,  and  compel 
you  to  give  up  as  much  more  as  we  can."  Why, 
if  she  were  as  strong  as  you,  she  would  never  sub- 
mit to  that,  because  it  would  be  degradation:  and 
because  she  is  a  weak  nation,  is  it  any  reason  that 
a  neighbor  should  presume  upon  her  defenceless 
condition,  and  extort  terms  from  her  which  would 
be  unworthy  in  her  to  grant  in  any  negotiation 
with  an  equal?  What  right  has  the  Republic  of 
the  United  States  to  graduate  the  scale  of  nations, 
in  point  of  dignity  and  influence?  If  we  were  to 
consult  what  should  be  the  proper  example,  under 
the  influence  of  Christian  civilization,  it  would  be, 
sir,  as  far  as  possible,,  to  raise  the  dignity  of  the 
only  Republic  on  this  continent,  and  hold  it  as 
equal  with  the  proudest  despotism  or  monarchy 
on  earth.  This  would  be  right,  sir.  The  laws  of 
nations  are  made  up  of  precedents  like  this. 

We  should  set  an  unworthy  example,  were  we 
to  act  otherwise  in  reference  to  a  weak  power  that 
is  prostrate  at  our  feet.  It  would  be  alihorrent,  sir, 
to  my  notions  of  justice.  I  know  there  are  those 
who  insist  that  there  is  no  wisdom  in  magnanim- 
ity. Before  God,  I  believe  there  is  more  wisdom 
in  the  impulses  of  a  warm  heart  than  in  the  de- 
vices of  a  crafty  head,  and  especially  if  it  is  a 
crafty  head  looking  forward  to  gratify  certain 
designs  of  ambition. 

I  know,  sir,  very  well  that  all  I  shall  say  on  this 
subject  may  have  very  little  influence,  but  I  intend 
to  require  the  friends  of  the  President  to  vindicate 
the  proposition,  that  before  we  have  acquired  a 
title  according  to  the  laws  of  nations  by  a  treaty  cif 
peace,  we  should  assume  to  be  the  owners  T)f  the 
land;  that  we  have  the  right  to  extend  over  it-  our 
own  laws,  and  invite  our  citizens  to  settle  upon  it. 
Where  docs  such  law  come  from?  It  has  been 
said,  sir,  that  a  victorious  country  is  rarely  deaf  to 
the  suggestions  of  ambition  and  avarice,  and  I  am 
afraid  we  will  find  in  ourselves  an  exemplification 
of  the  remark.  No,  sir,  as  a  matter  of  policy  we 
should  not  insist  on  it.  We  have  no  right  to  in- 
sist upon  it,  if  wc  intend  to  have  negotiations  upon 
anything  like  principles  of  equality  and  justice. 
But  as  i  have  thus  far  disapproved  of  the  mode 
heretofore  pm-sucd,  with  aview  to  olHain — whatall 
speak  of  as  desirable,  and  what  all  are  anxious  to 
obtain — an  honorable  and  speedy  peace,  I  may  be 
asked,  what  course  would  you  suggest?  Perhaps, 
sir,  my  opinion  will  have  very  little  influence;  but 
as  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  indulge  somewhat  in 
censures  upon  the  measures  of  others,  I  ought  not 
to  withhold  my  own  opinions  as  to  what  would  be 
the  proper  measures  to  be  adopted. 

But  bclorc  I  do  so,  I  am  cnrfipellcd  cursorily  to 
look  back  to  those  measures  which  preceded  the  ad- 
mission of  Texas  into  this  Union,  and  to  the  situa- 
tion ofTcxas  before  that  union  was  consummated, 
and  to  examine  upon  what  title  she  held  the  land 
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■which  she  claimed  to  possess — whether  by  title 
acquired  by  her  at  the  time  of  the  revolution,  or 
whether  by  title  acquired  by  conquest  subsequent- 
ly- For  a  title  acquired  by  a  revolution,  and  a 
title  by  subsequent  conquest,  are  very  different 
things.  They  are  essentially  different.  Texas, 
as  I  understand,  when  she  raised  the  standard  of 
resistance  to  what  she  regarded  as  encroachments 
on  the  part  of  the  Mexican  Government,  compre- 
hended not  only  the  limits  of  Texas  proper,  but 
also  tlie  district  ofCoahuila;  thus  including- terri- 
tory lying  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  She  had  no 
right  at  this  time  to  any  part  of  the  territory  com- 
prised within  the  limits  of  Tamnulipas;  and  if  she 
acquired  any  right  to  this  territory  lying  between 
the  Nueces  and  tVie  Rio  Grande,  it  is  not,  sir,  (and 
I  undertake  to  say  so,  as  a  lawyer,)  by  any  right 
incident  to  her  in  consequence  of  her  revolution. 
I  will  point  out  to  you,  as  far  as  I  can,  the  extent 
of  her  title  under  the  revolution. 

As  I  understand,  sir,  sometime  in  1835  General 
Cos  passed  through  Tamaulipas.     Leaving  a  gar- 
rison at  Goliad,  he  pushed  forward  and  took  up 
Jiis  quarters  at  San  Patricio.     Thence  he  sent  a 
detachment  of  soldiers  to  take  possession  of  some 
cannon  at  a  village  in  the  neighborhood.  Well,  the 
•first  symptom  of  the  revolution  was  the  rising  of 
the  oeople  of  this  little  village  to  prevent  their  can- 
non from  being  taken.     They  were  not  content  to 
limit  their  exertions  simply  to  prevent  the  taking 
of  their  cannon,  but  they  raised  an  army  and  drove 
back  General  Cos,  and  reduced  him  to  the  neces- 
sity of  entering  into  stipulations  that  he   would 
never  take  up  arms  against  Texas  again.     Well, 
this  was  the  commencement  of  the  revolution.    In 
1836,  Santa  Anna  brought  his  army  to   the  Rio 
Grande,  which   he  crossed,  and  re-took  all  these 
posts  again,  marking  his  course  in  blood  and  ashes 
as  he  passed  along;  and  not  in  the  ashes  of  inani- 
mate substances  only,  but  in  the  ashes  of  the  sole 
diers.     He  drove  them  before  him.    He  passed  the 
B)-azos,  and  was  going  on,  when,  at  San  Jacinto, 
he  was  met  and  overthrown  by  the  Texan  army. 
There  he  was  taken  prisoner.     The  revolution  of 
Texas  was  thus  consummated,  as  far  as  it  could  be 
consummated,  by  the  capture  of  this  prisoner  and 
the  reduction  of  Filisola  to  their  terms,  which  were 
the  restoration  of  all  prisoners  and  property  in  his 
possession.     Santa  Anna  entered  into  a  treaty,  not 
only  to  give  up  all  prisoners  and  pi'operty,  but  all 
that  territory  lying  between  the  Nueces  and  the 
Rio  Grande.     JN'ow,  I  am  not  one  of  those  who 
maintain  that  this  treaty  gives  a  title.     I  am  very 
far  from  meaning  any  such  thing;  but  I  resort  to 
It  for  another  purpose.     The   revolution   having 
been  conducted  under  the  organized  Government 
of  Texas  pro|ier,  gives,  it  seems  to  me,  the  right  to 
all  the  land  on  this  side  of  the  Nueces.     But,  as 
regards  Tamaulipas,  that  was  a  distinct  and  sepa- 
rate State.    What  right  had  Texas  to  this?  If  she 
acquired  any  right,  it  must  have  been  by  conquest. 
Now,  what  was  the  nature  of  the  possession   by 
which  she  could  establish  her  right  of  conquest? 
Why,  these  are  the  circumstances  that  are  relied 
on,  that  some  of  the  inhabitants  who  had  taken 
refuge  under  the  flag  of  General  Rusk,  returned 
and  settled  there  by  his  permission.     At  the  same 
time,  the  Texas  flag  was  hoisted  at  Corpus  Christi. 
So  that  possession  of  the  west  bank  of  the  Nueces 
was  kept  until,  on  another  military  demonstration 
on  the  part  of  Mexico,  the  inhabitants  again  ap- 
plied for  protection,  and  he  ordered  them  to  retire 
beyond  the  river:  they  did  so,  and  after  the  danger 
was  over,  returned  to  their  possessions.  These  are 
the  evidences  of  possession,  and  they  are  the  evi- 
dences of  the  possession  of  only  a  part  of  this  ter- 
ritory— a  possession   which,   in    the    language  of 
lawyers,  might  have  given  a  color  of  title  to  her  by 
constructive  possession  of  the  whole.     And  such, 
I   think,  would   have   been   the  legal  inference,  if 
Mexico  had  not   had  a.  previous  and  older  title  of 
possession  to  a  part  of  the  territory  lying  along  the 
Rio  Grande.     But  the  fact  is  so.    She  had  custom- 
houses there;  the  citizens  recognized  the  laws  of 
the  Mexican  Government,  and  debts  were  collect- 
ed under  these  laws. 

Such  was  the  situation  of  aflTairs  when  annexa- 
tion took  place.  Mexico  had  possession  of  a  part, 
and  Texas  of  apart,  lying  on  the  banks  of  the  re- 
spective rivers,  leaving  the  intervening  space  di- 
vided by  a  shadowy  line  which  could  not  very  well 
be  distinguished.  Under  the.sc  circumstances,  the 
annexation  took  place,  and  General  Taylor  was 
ordered  with  his  army  to  Corpus  Christi,  on  the 


right  bank  of  the  Nueces,  and  in  a  part  of  the  dis- 
puted territory.     Now,  was  there  a  perfect  title  in 
legal  contemplation  in  the  Republic  of  the  United 
States?     1  have  no  doubt,  sir,  Texas  had  as  good 
a  right  as  Mexico;  there  was  concurrent  posses- 
sion.    This    was  exactly    the   position  in  which 
neither  had  exclusive  right  to  the  whole.     There 
was  no  exclusive  right  in  either,  so  far  as  regards 
a  definite  certain  title.    Under  these  circumstances, 
General   Taylor   was   ordered    down    to    Corpus 
Christi,  with   a   view   to   occupy  the  territory  of 
Texas,  to  protect  it  from  the  invasion  of  Mexico. 
Now  comes  the  most  difficult  and   debatable  point 
at  issue,  upon  which  it  seems  to  me  the  merits  of 
this  war  must  ultimately  turn.     General  Taylor 
was  there,  and   by  direction   of  the  Government, 
and  he  had  a  right  to  remain  there  until  he  received 
further  orders  from   home.     An  Envoy  Plenipo- 
tentiary, Mr.  Slidell,  was  sent  to  Mexico  with  a 
view  to  negotiate,  if  he  could ,  and  settle  the  bound- 
ary.    We  all  know  the  result  of  this  negotiation. 
Herrera,  who  was  then   in   power,  was   perfectly 
willing  to  receive  him,  as  he  said,  as  Commission- 
er to  settle  tlie  boundary;  but  he  could  not  receive 
him   as  Plenipotentiary,     it  might  liave  been  an 
idle  objection,  but  our  Government  insisted   that 
the  cup  of  reconciliation  was  exhausted,  and  that 
he  should  be  received  in  the  character  in  which  he 
was  sent  to  Mexico.     After  iVir.  Slidell  was  le- 
called,  or  after  he  took  iiis  passports,  it  must    be 
recollected   the  march   of  General  Taylor  to   the 
Rio  Grande  took  place.     Now,  sir,  1  am  not  going 
to  excuse  the  President.     He  placed  General  Tay- 
lor there  to   communicate   information;  and  what 
was  the  purport  of  that  communication  ?     It  was 
to  this  amount:  "1  advise  you,  in  a  military  point 
'  of  view,  to  move  the  army.     If  the  settlement  is 
'  to  be  eti'ected   by  arbitrament,  there  is  no  iieces- 
'  sity  of  striking  a  blow."    This  was  llie  informa- 
tion  and  advice  which  General  Taylor  gave  tlie 
United  States.  Now,  sir,  did  the  army  move  from 
Corpus  Christi,  under  the  authority  of  the   Gov- 
ernment, to  bring  on  a  collision,  or  to  run  the  risk 
of  bringing  on  a  collision,  upon   the  supposition 
that  tlie  cup  of  reconcilement  liad  been  exhausted, 
and  not  in  the  hope  that  negotiations  might  be  sat- 
isfactorily concluded?  Or  did  General  'I'aylor  lake 
possession    under  tiie    honest   apprehension    that 
Mexico  intended  to  seize  upon  the  territory  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  United  States?     If  tliis  Govern- 
ment, under  the  apprehension   that   this  was  the 
state  of  things,  took  possession  of  the  territory,  with 
the  view  of  preventing  Mexico,  under  an   armed 
force,  from  having  a  lodgment  there,  I  hold   it  to 
be  entirely  justifiable,  because,  sir,  war  does  not 
consist  always  in  an  actual  overt  act.     War  some- 
times  must    be   anticipated;    and    if  Mexico   had 
marclied  lier  army  and   made   such  overt  demon- 
strations, or  marched   an  armed  force  with  a  view 
of  taking  possession  of  the  territory,  and  General 
Taylor  intbrmed   his  Government  that  such  was 
the  case,  and  the  Government  ordered  him  to  move 
his  army,  with  a  view  to  defeat  thai  intention   on 
the  part  of  Mexico,  it  was  nothing  but  what  the 
Government  was  bound  to  do.  On  the  other  hand, 
a  very  different  inference  must   be   drawn,  if  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  who  is  the  repre- 
sentative of  all   tlie  people  of  the  United  States, 
indifferent  to  consequences,  sent  the  army  with  a 
view  of  informing  iVlexico  that  negotiations  were 
terminated.     It  presents  a  very  dilierenl   state  of 
things.     The  Secretary,  indeed,  states  that  all  the 
means  of  reconcilement  were  exhausted,  and  that 
the  only  alternative  remaining  was  the  sword. 

Now,  if  the  President  of  the  United  States  took 
possession  of  this  territory,  either  with  too  much 
negligence,  or  a  reckless  inditierence  to  conse- 
quences, he  has  not  performed  the  part  of  a  wise 
and  circumspect  Chief  Magistrate;  and  the  act  is 
only  to  be  just  tied,  it  seems  to  me,  on  the  ground 
of  a  reasonable  expectation  that  Mexico  would  be 
induced  to  conclude  negotiations. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississi[)[)i.     If  the   Senator 
will  permit  me,  I  would  suggest  that  General  Tay- 
lor, in  marching  to  the  Rio  Grande,  met  the  Mex- 
ican army  about  half  way — on  the   banks  of  the 
Little  Colorado — and  was  informed  by  the  com- 
mander of  the  Mexican  forces,  that  if  he  crossed 
that  stream,  it  would  be  held  an  act  of  war. 
Mr.  BUTLER.     I  understand  all  that. 
Mr.  DAVIS.  ^The  Mexican  army  moved  first. 
Mr.  BUTLER.     1  do  not  recollect  dates;  but  I 
understand  the  order  to  General  Taylor  was  issued 
before  the  Mexican  army  advanced. 


Mr.  DAVIS.  I  do  not  know  at  what  time  the 
Mexican  army  proceeded  to  this  point,  but  we  do 
know  that  General  Taylor  found  them  in  position, 
and  they  must,  therefore,  have  moved  first.  That 
is  a  fair  inference. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  The  order  \»as  given  to  Gen- 
eral Taylor  in  January;  in  February  it  was  received 
by  him,  and  in  March  he  was  in  motion. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  shall  concur  with  the  Sena- 
tor readily  in  this  point  of  view,  for  I  regard  both 
as  having  possession.  1  think  that  General  Tay- 
lor was  right  to  advise  the  Government  to  antici- 
pate the  Mexican  army.  I  have  always  been  un- 
der the  impression,  however,  that  the  order  to 
move  was  issued  long  before.  However,  sir,  I  do 
not  think  it  makes  a  great  deal  of  difference,  as  far 
as  regards  the  situation  of  affairs  now.  All  concur 
in  desiring  to  bring  this  war  to  a  close  by  as  hon- 
orable a  peace  as  can  be  very  well  eiiected.  And 
how  is  it  to  be  done? 

Now,  sir,  having  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
we  are  bound  to  maintain  the  rights  of  Texas  to 
the  territory  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio 
Grande — (and  I  certainly  think  weareboundby  tlie 
most  solemn  of  pledges,  for  we  have  an  act  of  this 
very  body  reciting  that  American  blood  had  been 
shed  on  American  soil — there  n  stands  on  your 
statute  book,  the  most  solemn  of  all  declarations) — 
that  this  territory  did  belonir  to  Texa<3,  and  to  this 
country  by  annexation;  and  though  it  was  a  sub- 
ject of  honest  dispute  between  Texas  and  Mexico, 
and  between  the  United  Stales  and  Mexico,  yet 
we  have  passed  judgment  upon  it,  and  said  to  Tex- 
as, it  is  a  part  of  her  territory;  and  in  consequence 
of  that  pledge,  it  seems  tome  we  nevercan  yield  one 
foot  of  land  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande.  But,  sir, 
that  is  as  far  as  I  will  go  as  an  itUimntum  of  any 
proposition  of  peace  to  that  Government.  I  would 
insist,  in  the  first  instance,  in  every  measure,  that 
to  the  Rio  Grande  we  are  bound,  under  the  most 
solemn  of  pledges,  to  protect  the  rights  of  Texas. 
But  then  the  question  may  be  asked — and  it  is  a 
proper  question — how  would  you  establish  any 
other  line  for  separating  the  teri'itories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  those  of  Mexico?  Will  you  fall 
Ijack  upon  any  line  which  separates  Oregon  from 
Mexico?  I  think  not,  sir.  But  by  way  of  making 
it  as  acceptable  as  possible  to  Mexico,  and  with  a 
sincere  desire  to  terminate  tliis  war,  I  would  not 
hesitate,  if  it  were  {o  be  done  to-moirow,  to  send 
the  most  illustrious  embassy  to  Mexico  and  pro- 
pose to  her  terms  of  peace  upon  this  uUimaiwn, 
with  the  right,  however,  to  demand  from  her  to 
say  what  line  she  should  run  by  way  of  compen- 
sating us  for  the  claims  we  have  against  her,  and 
I  should  think  it  no  degradation.  If  it  were  a 
strong  Government,  and  we  were  actually  engaged 
in  a  contest  to  be  decided  by  force  of  arms,  it 
might  be  otherwise.  But  Mexico,  prostrate  and 
feeble  as  she  is,  it  is  no  degradation  to  make  any 
terms  by  which  we  can  terminate  this  unhappy, 
this  disastrous  war. 

I  know  the  suggestions  which  I  make  are  not 
likely  to  be  adopted,  but  I  think  that  what  I  have 
already  intimated  as  the  limit  is  one  from  which 
we  cannot  depart.  We  are  bound  to  say  to  Mex- 
ico, we  cannot  give  you  any  land  on  this  side  of 
the  Rio  Grande,  but  we  will  leave  you  to  say  what 
line  you  will  agree  to  run  from  the  Rio  Grande  to 
the  Pacific.  I  would  give  her  the  option,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  say  what  line  she  would  agree  to, 
though  1  do  not  say  I  would  be  bound  by  ft;  but  I 
say  I  would  not  hesitate  to  give  her  the  right  to 
indicate  the  line  she  would  adopt.  Perha|)s  she 
might  adopt  the  thirty-seventh  degree,  and  1  might 
be  asked  the  question,  would  you  be  satisfied  with 
that  line  ?  ' 

I  have  no  hesitation  at  iill  in  stating,  that  it  is 
our  interest  to  encourage  and  countenance  Mexico 
as  an  indejiendent  republic;  and  let  whatever  line 
may  be  agreed  on — be  it  thirty-seven  or  thirty- 
eight — all  the  territory  we  want,  or  all  it  is  said  we 
want,  will  fall  into  our  possession  inevitably. 
There  is  no  way  of  preventing  the  American  peo- 
ple from  settling  in  the  territory  now  claimed,  and 
which,  it  seems  to  be  presumed  by  the  President, 
is  to  fall  into  our  possession.  But  1  may  be  asked, 
if  Mexico  propose  a  line,  would  you  ailojit  it?  If 
there  is  any  one  thing  which  the  policy  of  this 
Government  dictates  more  than  another,  it  is  t<|^ 
terminate  this  war.  And,  sir,  we  cannot,  at  this 
conjuncture,  make  too  great  sacrifices  to  terminate 
the' war.  1  speak  now  as  a  southern  man;  and  if 
I  were  only  to  have  in  view  what  nuist  ultimfttely 
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lie  the  interests  of  the  southern  States,  I  would 
cnier  most  fully  into  the  mad  schemes  of  taking 
possession  of  the  whole  of  Mexico,  because  in 
that  way  slave  labor  might  be  employed,  whilst  I 
have  no  idea  that  any  slaveholder  will  overgo  into 
that  country  north  of  thirty-two  degrees.  But, 
as  I  have  said,  if  Mexico  would  propose  terms, 
I  would  consult  the  councils  of  moderation  and 
justice,  and  endeavor  to  sustain  rather  than  anni- 
liilate  a  neighboring  republic. 

But  I  may  be  told  that  tliey  are  not  capable  of 
selt-governnient.  1  believe  they  will  have  to  go 
through  the  changes  to  which  other  nations  are 
subject.  They  will,  perha[)s,  have  to  endure  an 
irksome  fermentation  before  they  arrive  at  that  de- 
gree of  refinement  and  intelligence  which  will  fit 
them  for  a  republican  form  of  government.  But, 
Qs  I  have  said,  if  Mexico  were  vvise,  she  would 
give  all  we  claim.  1  believe  it  would  be  to  her 
interest  to  give  up  all  territory  between  the  Rio 
Grande  and  the  Sierra  Madre. 

But  I  have  no  hope  that  she  will  be  governed 
by  any  such  policy.  I  am,  however,  for  peace; 
and  for  the  purpose  of  securing  it,  I  am  willing  to 
make  any  sacrifice,  excejH  of  the  power  and  dig- 
nity of  the  country.  And  I  believe  it  will  be  a  sac- 
rifice of  neither  4o  offer,  in  the  most  conciliatory 
manner,  such  terms  of  negotiation  as  that  republic 
migiit  be  induced  to  accept.  Well,  1  may  be  told 
that  she  will  reject  your  terms — that  she  will  not 
only  cling  to  the  Nueces,  but  that  she  will  give  you 
no  line  this  side  of  the  boundary  between  Mexico 
and  Oregon.  Well,  sir,  if  she  acts  thus,  what  then 
can  we  do .' 

Suppose  that  Mexico  rejects  all  overtures  liber- 
ally made  to  terminate  this  war,  what  are  we  to  do.' 
Prosecute  this  war,  devastate  the  country,  seques- 
ter the  revenues,  disarm  the  populace,  reduce  thein 
to  such  a  state  that  they  can  make  no  resistance, 
but  must  appeal  to  us,  and  ask  to  be  annexed  to 
our  Confederacy  .'  Is  this  desirable,  sir,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  policy  ?  Is  it  desirable  that  we  should  reduce 
her  to  such  a  condition  that  we  cannot  refuse  to 
receive  her  into  the  Union.'  Well,  sir,  this,  it 
.seems  to  me,  must  be  the  legitimate  consequence 
of  pushing  these  aggressive  and  invasive  opera- 
tions further.  Suppose  you  take  the  whole  of  her 
territory — or  suppose  you  have  the  whole  under 
your  control — how  much  do  you  contemplate  per- 
manently retaining?  Will  you  take  moi-e  than 
New  Mexico  and  the  two  Californias,  by  way  of 
indemnity,  for  the  just  claims  which  you  have 
ngainst  that  Government.'  I  ask,  how  much  will 
you  take.'  I  again  repeat  the  question.  Let  the 
President  anU  his  Cabinet  indicate  this  to-morrow. 
AVhat  prevents  them  from  doing  it  now,  at  this 
very  moment,  instead  of  overrunning  the  whole 
country,  and  after  incurring  all  the  expense  attend- 
ing further  invasive  operations,  being  compelled 
to  content  themselves  with  what  they  have  at 
present .'  What  |)revents  the  President  from  taking 
by  his  army  now  as  much  as  he  wants .'  You  can 
do  nothing  more  by  carrying  on  the  war  than  you 
have  already  done.  I  understand  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi  has  said  that  it  is  nothing  more  than 
an  experiment;  and  after  you  have  made  that  ex- 
periment, and  Mexico  will  not  come  to  terms,  you 
can  only  then  take  a  defensive  line. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi.  My  position  was, 
that  holding  the  interior  of  Mexico  would  conduce 
to  peace;  that  when  deprived  of  all  hope  ol' further 
resistance,  which  could  result  only  from  the  pres- 
ence of  a  [)0werful  and  well-organized  army,  she 
must  then  give  indications  of  a  disposition  to  treat 
stronger  than  she  has  heretofore  given.  They 
have  heretofore  (and  I  say  it  without  unkindness 
to  any  one)  continually  looked  to  divisions  at  home 
a.s  likely  to  produce  a  recall  of  the  army;  and  they 
can  be  cured  of  that  heresy  imly  by  the  presence 
of  an  army  sufficiently  powerful  to  show  ilie  con- 
centrated will  of  this  nation.  That  was  the  policy 
which  I  recommended.  Further  than  that,  I  be- 
lieve that  it  would  be  proper  to  take  a  line  along  the 
mountain  ridge,  which  could  be  easily  helth.^mid 
thfit  if  our  jurisdiction  were  extended  over  it,  the 
country  behind  that  line  would  immediately  be- 
come quiet — not  a  line  territorial  in  its  nature,  be- 
yond which  we  could  not  conduct  our  operasions, 
but  from  which  we  could  cnfctually  make  sorties, 
|and  not  restricting  us  at  all  from  holding  other 
posts  in  the  interior  of  Mexico.  1  will  say,  in 
thi.s  connection,  that  my  remarks  the  other  day,  in 
relation  to  the  dangers  whicli  might  threaten  the 
army,  were  not  made  in  reference  to  General  Scott's 


column,  which  is,  I  believe,  twenty  thousand 
strong,  and  no  more,  though  i>  is  constantly  rep- 
resented as  otherwise.  'That  is  not  that  column 
which  is  placed  in  danger.  It  is  the  column  of 
General  Wool,  numbering  six  thousand  men,  and 
holding  a  series  of  posts,  with  a  long  line  of  coin- 
munication,  and  threatened,  as  I  have  been  recent- 
ly informed,  with  an  army  of  fifteen  thousa^id, 
and  the  militia  numbering,  as  has  been  slated,  fif- 
teen thousand,  and  having  immediately  on  its  flank 
a  valley  which  could  turn  out  thirty  thousand  men. 
That  little  arimy,  I  thought,  was  in  danger,  and  I 
think  it  may  yet  be  in  danger.  Then,  again,  there 
is  a  smaller  force  in  New  Mexico,  and  a  still 
smaller  one  in  California.  These  are  the  positions 
which  I  wished  to  reinforce;  and  hence  the  neces- 
sity of  adding  new  regiments,  instead  of  strength- 
ening old  ones;  not  of  sending  men  to  Gen.  Scott, 
but  of  strengthening  other  columns,  as  well  as  to 
hold  new  posts,  and  to  relieve  garrisons.  But  I 
will  not  longer  trespass  on  the  time  of  the  Senator, 
and  beg  his  pardon  for  this  interruption. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  understand  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi  to  say,  that  after  we  have  overrun 
Mexico,  if  she  will  not  sign  a  treaty  of  peace,  he 
then  proposes  to  take  a  line,  to  have  the  belter 
place  to  fight  from.  After  he  has  whipped  her, 
then  he  would  take  a  line  to  fight  from.  Now, 
the  Senator  seems  to  anticipate  that  peace  can  be 
brought  about  by  taking  an  advantageous  position 
from  which  to  attack  the  enemy,  and  thus  carry 
on  the  war.  The  Senator's  calculations  are  cer- 
tainly different  from  mine.  If  we  overrun  all 
Mexico,  and  then  obtain  peace,  it  is  only  such  a 
peace  as  a  conquering  nation  may  dictate  to  a 
people  that  have  passed  under  the  yoke.  And  if 
this  do  not  make  peace,  he  must  then  take  a  line, 
not  to  hold  the  territory  comprised  within  it,  but 
as  one  of  the  modes  of  making  more  effective 
sorties  upon  a  prostrate  people. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  It  is  a  part  of  the  same  plan,  and 
I  would  adopt  it  now. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  have  said,  and  I  would  say 
again,  I  would  much  rather  take  no  territory  at  all, 
than  consent  to  carry  out  the  magnificent  schemes 
entertained  by  some  gentlemen  on  this  floor.  Why 
infuse  the  lifeless  blood  of  a  ruined  Republic  into 
the  healthy  veins  of  this  Confederacy.'  Are  you 
not  tainting  your  own,  by  attempting  to  commu- 
nicate life  to  them .'  Or,  if  you  do  no  more,  you 
can  reduce  them  to  a  province;  and  this  seems 
to  be  the  project  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana. 
When  you  have  it  as  a  province,  how  will  you 
govern  it.'  By  your  armies,  by  prajlors,  consuls, 
or  what  kind  of  magistracy.' — who  will  be  respon- 
sible for  such  an  ofKce.' 

Mr.  FOOTE.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me,  I 
would  remark,  that  in  the  proposition  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana,  as  I  understood,  the  word 
"province"  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.     Certainly,  sir. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Well,  sir,  all  seem  to  antici- 
pate that  ultimately  we  should  be  driven  to  the 
alternative  of  either  taking  Mexico  as  a  province, 
or  of  annexing  her  to  this  Republic.  That  must 
be  the  case.  VVhy,  what  does  the  President  say  .' 
You  must  either  use  your  army  to  overcome  and 
subjugate  Mexico,  or  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
support  to  one  of  the  factions  there  which  is  in 
favor  of  peace:  that  is  to  say,  the  United  Slates 
must  keep  an  army  there  until  one  of  the  factions 
is  strong  enough  to  form  such  a  government  as  to 
enable  them  to  go  through  the  forms  of  negotia- 
tion. I  have  never  heard,  sir,  nor  read  in  any  his- 
tory, of  any  people  who  permitted  a  foreign  army 
to  give  protection  to  any  parly  into  which  the 
country  was  divided,  that  had  survived  the  protec- 
tion iiself.  Why,  any  people  that  will  call  u})on 
an  army  for  protection  is  incapable  of  self-govern- 
ment and  unworthy  of  protection.  I  know,  that 
Philip  of  Maccdon,  under  pious  jjretexts — ambi- 
tious princes  make  great  puppets  of  piety — con- 
trived to  have  himself  invited  to  take  a  part  in  the 
sacred  war,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  protection  to 
the  weak  against  the  profane  and  stronger  party, 
and  we  all  know  the  result.  It  was  the  protection 
of  the  wolf  to  the  meek  lamb.  There  never  was  a 
wiser  remark,  and  one  that  should  be  more  jirac- 
tically  alluded  to,  than  thtit  made  by  the  prophet 
E/.ekiel  to  the  council  of  Israel — where  a  proposi- 
tion was  discussed  whether  that  harassed  })coj)le 
should  place  themselves  under  the  protfction  of 
J''f?yi'f>  'i«f  their  safest  reliance  against  the  power 
of  Assyria:    If  you  do,  you  will  rest  on,  not  a 


weak,  but  a  broken  reed,  that  will  cut  the  hand 
that  rests  upon  it.  If  we  make  a  colony  of  Mex- 
ico, and  our  army  be  withdrawn,  how  long  will 
she  remain  in  that  condition  .'  Such  a  government 
could  not  stand  without  the  perpetual  guarantee  of 
a  standing  army;  and  to  undertake  to  sustain  a 
portion,  or  a  faction,  with  a  view  that  they  might 
sign  a  league-treaty  of  peace,  it  does  seem  to  nie, 
sir,  that  it  is  one  of  those  calculations  that  will  ag- 
gravate the  evil  instead  of  relieving  it.  I  protest 
against  the  use  of  the  army  for  any  such  purpose; 
and,  as  far  as  my  vote  goes,  it  shall  never  be  given 
for  it.  No,  sir;  let  us  make  a  treaty  of  peace  as 
.soon  as  we  can,  before  the  current  of  consequences 
carry  us  too  far.  I  do  not  even  hope  that  any  sug- 
gestion of  mine  can  lead  to  such  a  result.  I  believe 
that  these  mad  schemes,  in  spite  of  every  warning 
voice,  are  destined  to  go  on,  and  that  we  shall  find 
ourselves,  when  they  are  accomplished,  in  a  worse 
condition  than  any  in  which  this  Republic  has  ever 
been  placed.  I  will  but  ask,  if  such  be  your  opinion, 
why  give  the  President  any  troops  at  all.'  Or,  if  it  be 
your  design  to  enable  him  to  overcome  all  Mexico, 
give  him  a  sufficient  number  to  accomplish  the  pur- 
pose. But  the  boast  has  been,  that  this  Government 
has  undertaken  to  accomplish  with  twelve  or  fifteen 
thousand  troops  what  they  should  have  taken  fifty 
thousand  to  accomplish.  I  think  the  expedition 
to  Vera  Cruz,  to  invade  Mexico  with  twelve  or. 
fifteen  thousand  men,  was  an  inexcusable  liberty 
which  the  Government  took  with  human  life.  It 
was  realizing,  what  had  been  said  before,  that  in 
the  calculations  of  American  war,  human  life  is 
the  chiefest  of  all  its  elements.  Yes,  sir,  the  Gov- 
ernment has  gone  on,  and  made  liberal  drafts 
upon  the  patriotism  and  gallantry  of  its  citizens; 
and  it  is  for  this  reason,  if  for  no  other,  that  I 
would  be  in  favor  of  adding  more  men.  But  I 
have  other  reasons.  There  is  a  portion  of  the 
volunteers  now  in  the  field  that  ought  to  be  re- 
called, and  others  enlisted  in  their  place.  Some  of 
them  were  enlisted  to  serve  for  one  year.  The 
Government,  taking  advantage  of  the  cireumstance 
of  their  being  already  in  Mexico,  induced  them  to 
enter  the  service  for  the  war.  And  such  has  been 
the  fate  of  the  South  Carolina  regiment.  They  had 
offered  their  services  for  a  year.  Their  pride — the 
regard  which  they  entertained  for  the  honor  of 
their  State,  and  their  obligations  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States — induced  them  to  volun- 
teer; and  they  have  been  drawn  on,  in  the  expec- 
tation that  this  war  would  soon  close,  to  continue 
in  the  service.  I  am  willing,  if  for  no  other  rea- 
son than  to  relieve  these  volunteers,  to  send  other 
troops  into  the  field,  with  a  view  to  procure  their 
recall.  But  the  main  reason  upon  which  I  will 
give  my  vote,  if  I  vole  for  this  bill  at  all,  is  on  the 
ground  that  I  want  the  experiment  made  as  soon 
as  possible;  the  sooner  the  belter  for  the  safety  of 
the  Government.  I  know  that  all  my  suggestions 
of  moderation  will  have  very  little  weight;  but  if 
we  are  to  go  on  with  the  war,  let  it  be  in  such  a 
manner  as  will  lead  to  its  most  speedy  termina- 
tion. 

This  being  the  first  war  of  invasion,  it  is  full  of 
startling  suggestions,  and  should  be  regarded  as 
full  of  admonitory  instruction.  The  Constiwitioii 
presupposes  that  all  the  sujiplies  for  carrying  on 
the  war  should  be  exclusively  under  the  control  of 
Congress.  Yet  we  are  told  that  in  part,  and  with 
fc\llacious  calculations,  a  large  part  of  the  revenue 
to  support  this  war  is  to  be  found  in  tlie  contribu- 
tions to  be  raised  from  the  enemy's  country.  By 
a  tariff,  somewhat  legislative  in  appearance,  and  by 
military  coercion,  the  Mexican  revenues  are  to  be 
directed  into  the  treasury-chest  of  the  army.  How 
much  will  be  collected  in  this  manner,  is  entirely 
a  matter  of  uncertain  conjecture.  By  way  of  en- 
couragement as  to  the  means  of  carrying  on  the 
war,  this  source  of  supply  is  prominently  paraded 
— rather  to  hide  the  public  debt,  which  must  be 
enormous,  than  for  anything  else.  But  suppose 
it  could  be  demonstrated  that  the  army  had  a 
self-.supplying  re  venue — what  a  commentary  would 
it  be  on  the  futility  of  the  supposed  controlling 
]iower  of  Congress  over  the  military  responsibility 
of  the  Executive  as  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
armies  of  the  republic!  It  would  place  him  in  the 
condition  of  Charles  the  First,  who  contended  for 
the  right  of  carrying  on  war  by  the  arbitrary  col- 
lection of  ship-money,  without  the  advice  or  con- 
trol of  Parliament.  A  general  with  the  ambition 
of  Ca'.sar,  placed  in  such  a  situation,  could,  at  the 
head  of  a  strong  army,  put  his  government  at  de- 
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fiance.  We  may  not  see  such  results  in  our  time; 
but  the  example  of  to-day  is  the  precedent  of  to- 
morrow. But  when  the  fires  of  virtuous  patrioiisfn 
that  were  kindled  on  the  altar  of  our  country  by 
the  founders  of  the  Republic  shall  have  burnt  down 
under  the  ambitious  lust  of  conquest,  there  will  be 
no  rebuking  influence  left  to  purify  and  restrain 
lawless  ambition. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  executive  business;  and,  after  a  short  time  so 
occupied,  the  doors  were  opened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  January  18,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 
On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into   Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  J.  R. 
Ingersoll  in  the  chair,)   and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolutions  proposing  to  refer  the 
President's    message    to  the  various  appropriate 
committees., 

Mr.  JAMIESON,  (who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,)  after  referring  to  a  question  which  had  been 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  on  which  he 
had  made  some  remarks,  observed  that  it  would 
probably  be  best  for  him  to  embrace  the  present 
opportunity  to  extend  those  remarks,  and  unite 
what  he  had  then  said  with  what  he  purposed  to 
say  now. 

Every  gentleman  was  apprized  of  the  fact  that 
under  the  hour-rule  it  was  impossible  for  any  gen- 
tleman to  do  justice  to  himself  or  to  any  one  of  the 
important  topics  contained  in  the  President's  mes- 
sage. Mr.  J.  had  .always  opposed  the  rule,  and 
he  expected  ever  to  be  opposed  to  it.  He  had  al- 
ways looked  upon  it  as  a  violation  of  the  power 
conferred  upon  the  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives by  the  Constitution.  It  was  a  muz- 
zling ef  debate  ;  it  was  a  curtailing  of  the  right 
which  each  member  of  the  House  was  entitled  to 
enjoy,  of  expressing  at  large  every  view  he  might 
think  it  proper  to  take. 

In  starting  out,  (said  Mr.  J.,)  in  making  the  re- 
marks I  purpose  to  make  before  this  committee,  I 
shall  start  in  a  form  and  fashion  of  my  own;  and 
I  shall  propose  to  myself  in  the  outset  a  sort  of 
text,  or  a  question,  which  I  desire  should  be  pre- 
sented before  Congress  and  before  the  country. 
And  this  question,  with  all  I  intend  to  speak  upon 
it,  has  reference  only  to  the  war  portion  of  the 
Executive  message.  The  question  is  this  :  Will 
our  country  ever  be  in  the  right  ? 

This  is  a  very  important  question  for  our  wise 
men  to  look  into ;  and  for  the  reason  that,  as 
through  more  than  three-score  years  and  ten  of 
our  national  existence,  we  have  never  once  been 
in  the  right,  it  is  highly  important  for  them  to  con- 
sider whether  they  can  form  or  devise  any  plan  by 
which  we  may,  at  some  time,  be  right  for  once. 
It  is  a  question  for  the  counsels  of  our  wise  men. 
For  seventy-two  years  we  have  never  yet  been 
right,  but  always  wrong.  Cannot  their  united 
wisdom  devise  some  way  or  means  by  which,  for 
one  time,  we  may  get  in  the  right?  We  may  go 
back  to  the  days  of  Washington  and  John  Adams 
— the  father  of  that  venerable  man  there — and  the 
days  of  Madison  and  Jefferson,  and  all  the  depart- 
ed patriots  of  our  Revolution,  and  listen  a  little 
to  what  they  said,  because  they  all  denied  the 
power  which  was  then  claimed — the  divine  right 
of  kings  to  control  the  people.  Yes,  sir ;  they  had 
the  audacity  to  come  out  and  to  proclaim  to  the 
world  that  we — the  old  Thirteen — we  have  a  right 
to  be  free  and  independent,  and  we  will  acknow- 
ledge your  divine  right  to  control  us  no  longer. 
Yes,  they  did  this.  But  in  all  this  they  had  their 
opponents  then,  who  looked  upon  the  ground  taken 
by  these  Presidents  and  sages  as  wrong,  as  wick- 
ed, as  against  the  authority  of  Heaven,  and  who 
thought  that  it  was  all  done  under  the  frown  of 
the  Almighty. 

Why,  sir,  here  was  the  man  Adams,  who,  to  be 
sure,  had  had  some  hand  in  producing  the  revolu- 
tion; he  wrote  a  great  many  fine  articles  in  a  book 
called  the  Federalist,  (I  wish  it  had  had  some  other 
name;)  but  this  man,  after  the  Government  had 
endured  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century, 
brought  us  into  the  greatest  danger  of  an  uncon- 
stitutional and  a  wicked  war.  Thus,  sir,  we  were 
wrong  in  the  Revolution,  wrong  under  the  elder 
Adams,  and  wrong  again  in  1812,  when  the  man 
Madison  had  the  audacity  to  do  the  ianae  thing; 


and  I  see  a  man  over  there  (looking  toward  a  part 
of  the  hall  where  Mr.  Clay  stood  among  some  of 
his  friends)  who  had  the  audacity  to  sustain  him. 
(I  wish  he  would  only  do  the  same  now.)  In 
some  portions  of  the  country,  this  war  of  1812 
was  deemed  so  wicked,  that  they  kept  their  militia 
marching  round  and  round  the  boundaries  of  their 
own  State,  but  forbade  them  to  cross  the  line.  The 
war  waft  so  impious,  so  wicked,  so  against  all  the 
precepts  of  Christianity,  so  Heaven-daring,  that  it 
was  wrong  for  a  moral  and  religious  people  to  re- 
joice in  the  victories  of  our  own  armies.  Sir,  the 
war  was  declared  wrong  from  the  pulpit,  wrong 
from  the  stunips,  wrong  everywhere — all  wrong, 
all  wicked.  Sir,  not  only  that;  so  wrong  was  it 
held  to  be,  that  they  held  a  Convention  at  a  place 
called  Hartford,  to  take  sides  against  their  own 
country,  and  in  favor  of  the  enemy.  It  was 
held  by  people  so  religious,  that  they  raised  blue- 
lights  jn  their  coast  to  give  notice  to  the  enemy 
whenever  one  of  our  gallant  little  barques  entered 
on  the  broad  field  of  the  ocean,  that  they  might  be 
taken. 

Sir,  it  was  held  most  wicked  for  that  wicke^ 
President  to  take  the  ground  that  Great  Britain 
had  no  right  to  clear  the  decks  of  our  ships  of  what 
men  she  chose  to  select,  and  take  them  by  force 
into  her  own  service.  They  claimed  the  right  to 
board  our  vessels  of  war  because  she  had  a  stronger 
fleet  than  we  had.  The  President  was  held  to  be 
the  wickedest  of  men,  because  he  proclaimed,  that 
if  this  was  continued  there  must  be  war. 

And  now,  I  say,  the  question  arises,  (and  I  want 
the  country  to  keep  it  in  view,)  Shall  we  ever  be 
in  the  right?  We  were  not  right  in  the  Revolu- 
tion, we  were  not  right  in  1812,  and  we  are  still 
further  from  being  right  now.  The  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment (I  have  all  the  documents  here,  but  I  can- 
not stay  to  read  them)  has  only  committed  for  a 
course  of  twenty-eight  years  in  succession,  one 
hundred  of  the  most  outrageous  depredations  on 
our  flag  and  on  all  the  rights  of  our  people.  Yes, 
sir;  they  have  only  done  that.  From  1816  to  1845, 
they  have  committed  only  one  hundred  of  the  great- 
est outrages  that  were  ever  known.  And  yet  here 
this  wicked  Jim  Polk  (and  on  the  same  ground 
stood  Andrew  Jackson,  and  his  Secretaryof  State, 
Mr.  Forsyth)  has  had  the  audacity  to  say  that  out- 
rages like  these  formed  just  cause  for  immediate 
war.  What  Jackson  said  of  them,  Polk  has  re- 
peated. But  here  we  are  wrong  again.  Mexico, 
according  to  the  resolution  oft'ered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Botts,]  is  in  the  right, 
the  United  States  in  the  wrong.  Polk  has  but  ta- 
ken the  ground  which  Jackson  took,  and  Jackson 
based  himself  on  the  reports  of  his  minister,  Mr. 
Forsyth,  whose  report  stated  numerous  cases  of 
murder,  and  every  form  of  outrage  that  ever  was 
committed.  Yet  in  all  this  we  were  wrong — it 
was  all  wrong — all  wicked.  And,  if  so,  even  the 
very  Whigs  themselves,  at  the  first  session  of  the 
29th  Congress,  lied,  because,  by  their  votes,  they 
sustained  the  President. 

And  here  is  the  predicament  we  are  in.  We  are 
once  more  in  the  wrong,  notwithstanding  these 
hundred  cases  of  the  most  violent  outrages — out- 
rages on  our  common  flag,  on  our  people,  their 
liberty  and  their  lives;  notwithstanding  the  official 
reports  by  Mr.  Forsyth  of  numerous  murders; 
notwithstanding  hundreds  of  our  American  citi- 
zens were  seized  and  thrown  into  prison,  and  at 
last  put  into  the  mines,  where  they  dragged  out  a 
life  far  worse  than  death  itself;  and  notwithstand- 
ing the  further  fact,  that  two  independent  sister  re- 
publics came  to  the  conclusion  (through  those 
alone  who  had  the  power  to  act  in  the  premises) 
to  marry — to  make  a  marriage-contract  between 
them.  This  was  done  by  the  people  of  the  two 
republics,  (who  held  the  sovereign  power,)  and 
not  by  this  wicked  Polk;  and  Texas  was  received 
by  the  United  States  just  as  Ohio  and  Missouri 
had  been  received,  viz:  with  their  own  limits  and 
boundary  as  stated  by  themselves,  without  any  re- 
serve about  the  river  Nueces.  We  received  her 
as  we  did  all  the  other  new  States,  according  to 
their  own  defined  limits — they  being  the  only 
authority  that  can  control  that  matter,  but  subject 
to  the  action  of  the  treaty  power.  We  all  know 
that  there  is  but  one  power  upon  earth  that  can 
clip  a  State  of  one  inch  of  her  claimed  terrritory, 
and  that  is  the  treaty  power.  But  I  have  no  time 
to  go  into  that  question  now.  I  say  there  is 
but  one  power  on  earth  that  can  clip  a  sovereign 
State  of  one  single  inch  of  her  territory.     We  re- 


ceived Missouri;  we  received  Ohio,  and  Indiana, 
and  Illinois,  just  as  we  received  Texas,  viz  :  with 
the  boundaries  presented  to  us  when  they  asked 
to  be  received.  You  knew  these  boundaries  no 
better  when  these  States  wers  received  than  we 
knew  the  bounds  of  Texas  when  we  received  her. 
Yet  this  man  Polk,  notwithstanding  all  this,  had 
the  audacity — aye,  and  that,  too,  when  Congres.s 
was  in  session — to  send  General  Taylor  from 
Corpus  Christi  to  the  Rio  Grande.  Why  did 
he  do  that  when  Congress  was  in  session?  Why 
did  he  take  upon  himself  such  a  vast  power? 
The  answer  is  very  plain,  and  it  is  this:  No 
hostilities  had  yet  taken  place,  and  therefore 
there  was  no  need  for  the  action  of  Congress. 
The  Executive  is  bound  by  his  office  and  his 
oath  to  maintain  the  boundaries  of  every  State, 
and  he  must  act  up  to  the  power  conferred  on 
him.  Yet,  in  the  face  of  day,  though  Mexico 
had  not  engaged  in  any  hostilities  yet,  there  was 
no  declaration  of  war,  nor  a  drop  of  blood  shed. 
Yet  this  President  had  the  hardihood  to  protect 
Texas  in  her  boundaries;  and  he  would  have  been 
perjured  if  he  had  not.  That  is  what  he  has  done; 
and  this  is  the  great  crime  of  which  he  has  been 
guilty.  This  man  Polk  had  the  audacity  to  order 
General  Taylor  to  advance  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
that  brought  on  the  war — a  war  wholly  unconstitu- 
tional and  against  all  right  and  honor  and  justice. 
Why  did  he  do  that?  bid  we  limit  Texas  to  the 
Nueces?  Did  we  not  take  her  with  the  Rio  Grande 
for  her  boundary?  The  treaty  power  was  the  only 
thing  you  held  over  her;  and  did  not  Polk  call 
upon  her  to  settle  the  question  by  this  very  power  ? 
But  Herrera  would  not  agree  to  it.  And  was  it 
not  on  that  very  ground  that  Paredes  rose  and 
overturned  the  Government  of  Herrera?  I  have  here 
a  letter  from  Herrera  declaring  that  it  was  on  that 
very  ground  he  was  overturned  by  his  rival.  The 
only  power  to  settle  the  question  of  boundary  was 
the  treaty  power.  If  any  other  power  on  earth 
should  dare  to  say  to  one  of  the  sovereign  States  of 
this  Union,You  are  coming  beyond  your  bounds — 
stand  back;  the  moment  that  should  be  done,  the 
Executive  is  bound  to  sustain  the  State.  Did  this 
man  Herrera  declare  that  he  claimed  only  to  the 
Nueces  ?  Did  he  not  send  an  army  of  fourteen 
thousand  men,  and  did  not  Ampudia  land  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  Del  Norte  and  order  General 
Taylor  back  to  the  Nueces  until  the  question  of 
boundary  should  be  settled  by  negotiation?  Yet 
Mexico  still  claimed  to  the  Sabine. 

But  Mr.  Polk  was  very  wrong  in  another  thing. 
Here  comes  Arista  to  the  east  bank  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  tells  Taylor  that  he  must  remove  his 
forces  out  of  Fort  Brown,  and  go  behind  the  Nue- 
ces. "You  have  no  business  here.  This  is  dis- 
puted territory.  True,  you  have  received  Texas 
with  her  boundary  as  extending  to  theancientlimits 
of  Louisiana,  but  you  must  retire."  Ah,  indeed  ! 
And  what  do  you  promise  on  your  part,  suppose 
I  do?  If  Taylor  would  consent  to  break  up  his 
camp  and  retire  behind  the  Nueces,  what  did  Aris- 
ta promise  in  return  ?  Would  he  engage  that  if 
our  troops  retired,  there  should  be  no  contest  of 
arms?  Did  he,  standing  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Del  Norte,  give  any  pledge  that  he  would  wait 
there  for  the  negotiation,  and  would  have  no  con- 
flict of  arms?  No,  sir.  No,  SIR.  Was  old  Rough 
and  Ready  so  blind  as  not  to  see  what  his  object 
was  ? 

When  he  was  making  these  promises,  what  did 
your  Government,  what  did  old  General  Taylor 
think  of  it?  What  did  every  wise  man,  every  pa- 
triot, every  one  who  saw  an  inch  into  Mexican 
character,  think  of  it — of  the  fact  that  he  was  direct- 
ing our  army  to  do  a"  certain  thing  without  a  cor- 
responding obligation  on  the  other  side?  Theoliject, 
therefore,  was  to  take  advantage.  Well,  if  Arista 
or  Ampudia  could  have  broken  up  General  Tay- 
lor, with  his  little,  brave,  noble  band,  and  driven 
them  from  their  post  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
scattered  them  to  the  Nueces;  and  if  ho  had  fol- 
lowed them  very  quickly  and  overrun  them,  ihey 
would  have  come  still  deeper  into  the  interior  of 
Texas;  and  before  Texas  could  have  organized  to 
have  sustained  herself,  and  before  the  surrounding 
States  could  have  come  to  her  aid,  she  would  have 
been  overwhelmed — murdered,  as  her  brave  citi- 
zens were  at  the  Alamo  and  other  places.  That 
would  have  been  your/t.r;  and  yPt-  notwithstand- 
ing all  this,  when  this  was  probable— wlien  every 
man  of  any  mind  could  have  seen  that  this  was  the 
object  of  this  order— when  any  statesman  or  any 
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general  fit  to  command  a  squad  of  twenty  comd 
Jiave  seen  it,  yet  this,  it  is  said,  has  brought  upon 
us  this  wicked  war. 

And  now,  to  be  a  little  irooical  again,  I  will  put 
a  question  according  to  old  Guthrie,  [a  laugh,]  in 
the  rule  of  three.  If  we  have  always  been  wrong; 
if  we  have  sprung  and  leaped — not  crawled,  not 
walked — but  jumped  from  weakness,  from  a  hand- 
ful of  men,  and  from  [)overty  to  wealth,  and  have 
always  been  under  tlie  frown  of  the  eternal  I  AM  ; 
if  we  have  jumped  from  poverty  to  be  the  mighti- 
est power  on  earth — to  a  power  that  can  feed  and 
fight  the  combined  world — [a  voice:  "  the  '  com- 
bined' world"] — yes,  the  combined  world;  I  won't 
alter  a  .solitary  phrase  I  mention  ;  if  we  have  done 
all  this,  and  always  been  in  the  wrong,  what,  ac- 
cording to  the  rule  of  three,  would  have  been  our 
power  if  we  ever  could  have  been  right  in  one  in- 
stance.' And  again — (to  go  back  a  little,  for  in 
attemptini;-  to  speak  on  this  subject,  under  the  re- 
strictionsof  the  hour  rule,  I  cannot  be  systematic) — 
if  this  old  wicked  Madison  and  wicked  Jimmy  Polk 
liave  brought  upon  us  two  wars  wickedly,  and  we 
have  stood  up  oiie  to  four  in  Mexico,  and  stood 
equal  aijainst  the  mighty  British  Power;  if  we  have 
been  enabled  to  do  this  in  two  wicked  wars  that 
have  excited  the  frowns  of  Heaven  itself,  what 
could  we  have  done  if  we  had  been  right.'  if  our 
briive  boys-that  have  been  out  yonder  in  Mexico — 
and  I  will  draw  no  distinction  between  Missouri- 
ans,  Indianians,  Illinoisans,  Mississippians,  Ten- 
nesseeans,  and  those  from  any  other  State  in  the 
Union — I  will  just  say  this  in  one  round  word,  we 
all  are  of  the  same  blood;  we  are  of  the  same  Anglo- 
Saxon  race,  and  when  we  meet  upon  the  field  of 
battle  we  ai«e  all  one  by  the  other,  and  one  just  as 
brave  as  the  other. 

It  is  very  true  there  may  be  some  difierence  in 
marksmanship.  The  western  people,  from  using 
gtuis  every  day,  have  the  advantage  simply  in 
taking  bead,  but  there  is  no  difference  in  their 
bravery.  That  very  Indiana  regiment  that  I 
stopped  on,  the  other  day  when  1  was  called  to 
order,  1  want  to  say  something  more  about;  and 
in  mentioning  tliat  regiment,  Illinois  wants  no 
praise;  Missouri  wants  nothing  to  be  said,  nor 
any  other  State.  But  one  thing  is  very  strange, 
that  this  regiment  from  Indiana,  although  it  had 
more  officers  and  men  that  fell  than  any  solitary 
rci^iment  at  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  except  my 
friend  Richardson's  regiment,  (where  is  he.' — he 
is  not  present,) — I  believe  the  report  says,  it  stood 
twenty-one  rounds;  it  fired  twenty-one  rounds; 
and  it  lost  more  officers  and  men  than  any  other 
solitary  regiment  that  fought  at  Buena  Visia, — yet, 
like  those  cowardly  Missourians,  reported  by  the 
very  same  ofTioer  at  the  battle  of  Ocheechubbee, 
after  they  were  perfectly  overwhelmed  by  the 
deadly  fire,  they  fell  back  upon  the  baggage,  and 
could  not  be  brought  to  order.  There  never  was, 
and  there  probably  never  may  be — there  never 
was  anything  entered  on  the  record  like  these  two 
battles  of  Sacramento  and  Brazito.  Not  that  I 
claim  any  precedence  for  the  Missourians  above 
any  other  people  in  the  &everal  States  of  the 
Union.  I  admit  you  are  all  as  brave  as  we  are; 
wc  claim  no  preference.  But  I  claim  the  marks- 
manship; ami  you  will  see  that  there,  at  Sacra- 
mento, in  thirty  minutes,  (for  the  main  work  was 
(lone  in  thirty  minutes,)  by  nine  hundred  men, 
liierc  were  as  many  of  the  enemy  slain,  or  nearly 
so,  as  were  slain  at  the  battle  of  Buena  Visia, 
where  5,000  of  our  boys  were  contending  against 
20,000  odd  Mexicans.  According  to  the  official 
reports,  I  know  it  is  called  a  three  hours'  battle; 
but,  mark  you,  in  thirty  minutes  nearly  all  the 
•work  was  (hjne;  more  than,five  hundred  men,  by 
nine  hundred,  were  laid  dead  upon  the  field.  They 
met  them  arm  to  arm,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  knife 
to  knife,  not  in  open  field,  as  was  done  at  LJuenu 
Visi^i;  l)ut  they  attacked  them  in  strong  natural 
and  artificial  defences,  and  drove  them  from  those 
works  in  tinny  minutes,  iuid  left  more  than  five 
liundrcd  dead  upon  the  field;  killed  and  wounded 
more  than  their  own  numljer.  This  was  the 
niixhty  work  that  markmanship  did;  there  was  no 
more  bravery.  Again,  at  Brazito  there  were  only  i 
three  hundred  engaged,  and  the  order  was  given  | 
that  the  >Xo.  1  men  .should  fire;  they  had  no  can-  | 
tion  there;  no  big  guns;  nothing  but  the  rifle  that 
they  took  the  bead  on.  Tiierc  were  only  three 
liundrcd  against  a  force  of  more  than  seventeen 
hundred,  charging  with  their  cavalry.  These  men  | 
bad  just  gone  thruu;;h  the  ninety  miles  Jornada.  I 


It  is  defined  by  some  to  be  the  journey  of  a  day, 
but  incorrectly:  it  is  a  desert,  without  wood  or 
water.  In  going  through,  the  rule  is,  never  to 
touch  one  moutjiful  of  victuals,  because  if  you 
touch  food  you  want  water,  and  you  may  parch 
with  thirst  and  die.  These  Jornada  wei'e  passed 
'  through  by  Doniphan's  men — one  of  ninety  miles, 
two  of  sixty  miles,  and  one  of  forty  miles.  They 
passed  round,  as  it  were,  one-fourth  of  the  circum- 
ference of  the  globe.  At  Brazito,  the  No  1  were 
orderetl  to  fire  first,  to  lay  low,  and  whenever 
the  enemy  a|)proached  witliin  seventy  yards  to 
fire.  One  hundred  and  fifty  of  them  took  their 
beads,  and  that  No.  1  pretty  much  killed  or  crip- 
pled each  their  man;  and  that  waa^panic  enough 
for  the  enemy;  and  what  made  it  worse  was,  that 
most  of  them  were  shot  in  the  head,  and  they  took 
up  the  panic  that  our  boys  had  taken  bead  upon 
the  head  on  purpose.  Rogers,  who  fought  at  Bra- 
zito, and  commanded  a  company  there,  was  the 
same  man  who  fought. at  Ocheechubbee;  he  was 
wounded  at  Ocheechubbee,  in  command  of  his  part 
of  the  regiment.  He  comtnanded  the  same  com- 
pany from  Callaway  at  Sacramento  that  he  com- 
manded at  Brazito.  A  good  portion  of  the  same 
officers  commanded  at  Brazito  and  Sacramento  that 
commanded  at  Ocheechubbee.  Although  their 
colonel  was  killed;  although  every  solitary  officer 
that  was  in  battle  was  shot  down,  and  a  lieutenant 
from  my  own  county  assumed  the  command  at  his 
part  of  the  regiment,  and  himself  was  soon  shot 
down,  yet  they  mostly  retired  to  their  baggage; 
although  they  were  put  in  the  brunt  of  the  battle, 
ahead  of  the  regulars;  and  although  there  were 
very  many  of  the  Missourians  shot  down  at  the 
battle  of  Ocheechubl)ee,  and  they  would  have  suf- 
fered still  more  but  for  the  relief  furnished  by  Fos- 
ter, (as  I  recollect,)  with  my  battalion  of  regulars; 
although  they  were  swamped  in  the  mud,  and  were 
fighting  at  the  distance  of  a  pistol-shot  for  hours, 
until  they  were  literally  cut  to  ))ieces, — still  they 
mostly  retired,  like  this  Indiana  regiment,  to  the 
liaggage. 

Well,  I  presume  after  this  that  Missouri  and 
Indiana  would  go  for  old  "Rough  and  Ready." 
They  will  join  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  Stewart,]  and  will  say,  that  although  you 
stand  up  against  the  war;  although  you  stand  up 
against  every  act  of  General  Taylor;  althougU  you 
stand  up  against  the  President;  although  the  Pres- 
ident has  brought  about  this  war  unconstitution- 
ally; and  although  old  General  Taylor,  knowing 
the  fact,  has  been  fighting  in  an  unconstitutional 
war,  and  therefore  committing  murder  upon  mur- 
der, yet  you  may  think  we  will  stand  up  to  him; 
you  may  da  it  also;  you  may  show  your  consist- 
ency, and  we  will  show  ours. 

There  is  another  point  to  which  I  will  briefly 
turn  the  attention  of  the  House;  and  I  desire  to  in- 
jure no  gentleman's  feelings,  yet  I  must  speak  out 
boldly.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois,  from  the 
Hardin  and  Baker  district,  [Mr.  Lincoln,]  took 
a  strange  position  before  the  American  Congress 
for  such  a  Re[)resentalive.  Yes,  sir;  look  back 
and  see  what  your  Hardin  did.  He  was  a  Whig, 
to  be  sure;  he  and  I  met  hereon  this  floor,  and  we 
disagreed,  as  far  as  politics  are  concerned;  yet  he 
went  from  your  district,  (referring  to  Mr.  Lin- 
coln,) and  fell  nobly  at  Buena  Vista.  You  have 
a  Bakei-,  too,  from  your  distript,  and  that  Baker 
went  along  under  Genenil  Scott,  and  he,  too,  was 
in  the  bloody  battle,  and  at  Cerro  Gordo  com- 
manded when  the  noble  Shields  fell  with  a  grape 
through  his  lungs.  Coming  from  the  district  that 
had  thus  been  represented,  both  here  and  in  Mex- 
ico, it  is  astonishing  to  mc  how  the  gentleman  could 
make  the  speech  here  which  he  has. 

I  take  the  ground,  therefore,  that  it  is  not  neces- 
sary— that  it  has  never  been  considered  by  those 
who  have  gone  before  us  a  debatable  question, 
whether  we  arc  in  a  war  which  is  right  or  wrong. 
The  question  fo'r  a  Washington,  a  Jefi'erson,  a 
John  Adams,  a  Samuel  Adams,  a  Hancock,  or  a 
Henry,  would  have  been,  are  we  in  war.'  are  we 
at  war  with  an  enemy  .'  If  so,  it  devolves  on  us  to 
sustain  the  honor  and  credit  of  the  country,  and 
bring  her  out  the  best  way  we  can;  and  after  the 
war  is  over,  we  may  inquire  as  to  whether  the  war 
was  got  into  right  or  wrong;  or,  as  statesmen,  we 
may  inquire  before  we  get  into  a  war  whether  wo 
have  just  cause  or  not.  But  the  patriotism  of  these 
old  patriots,  the  men  of  the  Revolution,  of  the  pa- 
triots of  the  last  war,  would  not  permit  one  of  you 
to  inquire  into  or  debate  the  question,  when  in 


war,  whether  we  are  in  the  right  or  wrong;  but,  are 
we  in  war.'  and  if  so,  we  must  get  out  in  the  best 
v^aywecan.  My  motto  is,  and  I  believe  it  will 
become  tlie  motto  of  this  country,  the  sentiment 
given  by  Decatur,  "May  our  country  always  be 
right;  but  our  country,  right  or  wrong  !"  I  believe, 
sir,  that  the  sentiment  of  Lawrence,  who  raised 
his  voice  above  the  rushing  of  the  elements,  above 
the  cannon's  roar,  and  shouted  "  Right  or  wrong, 
never  give  up  the  ship,"  is  the  sentiment  which 
will  be  adopted  in  this  country. 

In  concluding,  I  want  to  say  that  all  I  want  in 
the  world  of  those  who  have  taken  sides  here — if 
any  one  has  (for  I  am  charging  it  upon  nobody) — 
if  there  is  any  one  here  or  elsewhere  who  is  going 
to  take  sides  against  his  country,*  let  him  come 
right  up  to  the  issue  and  stand  boldly  upon  it. 
Let  there  be  no  working  around  it,  no  attempting 
to  avoid  it  by  procrastination,  by  incidental  mat- 
ter. Come  to  it  at  once;  declare  your  object;  let 
the  world  know  it;  and  I  will  venture  to  stale  a 
thing  that  1  had  occasion  to  state  not  long  since  in 
another  place — and  it  is  my  own  statement,  it  does 
not  come  from  the  other  eTtd  of  the  Capitol — that  if 
they  take  that  ground  they  will  be  entombed  so 
deep,  and  the  clods  will  be  so  heavy  upon  them, 
that  they  will  never  be  resurrected  until  the  very 
last  trump  from  the  archangel. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Georgia';  rose  and  said,  that  to 
discuss  all  the  topics  properly  belonging  to  the 
pending  war  would  consume  more  time  than  was 
allotted  to  him  by  the  rules  of  the  House.  He 
must  therefore  content  himself  with  a  brief  allusion 
to  the  leading  facts  connected  with  the  origin,  pres- 
ent condition,  and  probable  sequel  of  our  belliger- 
ent relations  to  Mexico.  The  magnitude  and 
importance  of  tliis  subject  demanded  of  us  the 
most  profound  and  deliberate  investigation.  It 
was  not  a  common  question,  involving  as  it  does 
the  interests  of  every  citizen,  from  tlic  centre  to 
the  circumference  of  this  broad  Union.  Feeling, 
as  he  most  sensibly  did,  the  weight  and  responsi- 
bility that  rested  upon  them,  he  confessed  that  it 
was  with  no  ordinary  solicitude  and  trepidation 
that  he  now  rose  to  address  the  committee  ;  and  he 
could  not  but  hope  that  the  wisdom  and  experi- 
ence of  that  body  would  prove  amply  commensu- 
rate to  the  task  that  lay  before  them. 

War  in  its  mildest  aspect  was  a  great  evil;  and, 
paradoxical  as  it  may  appear,  it  was  sometimes  a 
necessary  evil.  It  might  be  a  crime  or  a  virtue 
according  to  circumstances  ;  for  all  guilt  and  all 
innocence  are  predicated  upon  and  founded  in  the 
motives  and  the  principles  that  impel  to  action. 
Suffice  it  to  s.iy,  that  that  war  is  just  which  origin- 
ates in  a  just  cause  or  causes,  that  is  conducted  on' 
just  and  magnanimous  principles,  and  that  is  pro- 
tracted to  a  just  extent.  There  is  a  scholium  by  a 
learned  autlior  upon  the  political  economy  of  war 
which  reads  thus: 

"  TliPro  are  no  |iriiicii>los  flowini  from  natinc  which  war- 
rant wh;U,  ill  the  proper  sense  of  the  term,  is  called  revenue 
ainoHsst  nations.  Natural  justice  extends  not  IuiiIkt  than 
satisl'aclion  and  security.  Nations  acknowledge  no  superior 
tribuniil  on  earth  :  the  infliptingofpunislinifnt  is,  tlicn  rore, 
an  nnwarrantahle  usurpation  oC power,  which  may  entitle  a 
people  to  tlie  exercise  of  national  ferocity,  Gothic  barbarity, 
but  not  to  the  national  ri;;ht  ! 

"  Nations  have  hut  a  limited  right  (if  reparation  and  de- 
fence: no  more  violence  is  lawful  than  that  wliieli  is  sulii- 
eieiit  to  afford  satisfaction  iind  security;  neither  arc;  acts  of 
hostility  enlitled  to  any  further  conliiiiianee ;  for  in  either 
of  these  eases  eompiil^ioii  ami  defence  would  he  destitute  of 
a  just  cau.-.e  :  the  drfciider  would  consequently  become 
guilty  of  an  agsjression,  and  <;ive  the  original  ajrgressora  ju-t 
light"  for  defence,  as  faras  the  limits  of  a  jnsl  ai|d  lawful  de- 
fence are  exceeded." 

From  this  we  conclude  that  antagonistic  nations 
cannot  be  simultaneously  right.  Both  parties  may 
be  in  error.  One  may  be  right  and  the  other  wrong; 
and  each  alternately  right  and  wrong. 

Again, he  would  read  from  that  celebrtited  autlior 
(Vattel)  upon  the  law  of  nations,  the  following  im- 
pressive paragraph: 

"  Whoever  entertains  a  true  idea  of  war— whoever  con- 
siders its  ti  rrihie  elleeis,  its  deslruetive  and  unhappy  coiisi'- 
qiienees,— will  rraililv  agiee  that  it  should  inner  Ik;  uiidei- 
takeii  wilhuul  the  most  urgiiit  reasons.  Huniaiiily  revolts 
aiiainst  a  sovereign  who,  without  necessity, or  witlioni  very 
powerfiil  reasons,  lavishes  the  blood  of  his  ni<isl  faithful 
snhjeels,  and  exposes  his  people'  to  the  calamities  of  war, 
wluMi  he  has  it  in  his  power  to  maintain  them  in  the  eiiju)  - 
nieiit  of  an  honorable  ami  salutary  peace.  And  if  to  this 
impnidence,  this  want  of  love  for  his  peopb,  he  mori'over 
adds  injustice  towards  those  he  attacks,  of  how  great  a 
erinie.  or  rather  of  what  a  frightful  series  of  crimes,  does 
111'  not  beeoiiK!  guilty!  Responsible  for  nil  the  misfortunes 
vviiieh  ln'  draws  down  on  his  own  snbjeets,  he  is  moreover 
loadid  with  the  guilt  of  all  those  whieli  he  iiifliets  on  an 
iiinoceut  nation.  Tlie  slanijluer  of  men,  the  pillage  of  cities, 
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the  (levastuinn  of  provinces— such  is  the  black  catalogue 
of  his  t'liormities.  He  is  responsible  to  God  anil  aceoiuit- 
able  to  human  nature  (or  every  inUivitlual  that  is  killed,  for 
every  liut  that  is  burnt  down.  The  violences,  the  crinws, 
the  disorders  of  every  kind  attendant  on  the  tumult  and 
licentiousness  of  war,  pollute  his  conscience,  and  are  set 
down  to  his  account,  as  he  is  tlie  original  author  of  tliem 
all.  Uiiquestionable  truths!  alarming  ideas!  vvhioli  ought 
to  affect  the  rulers  of  nations,  and,  in  all  their  nulitary  en- 
terprises, inspire  them  with  a  degree  of  circumspection 
proportionate  to  the  importance  of  the  subject." 

Entering,  as  Mr.  J.  did,  into  Congress  at  this 
advanced  stage  of  the  war,  it  would  naturally  and 
reasonably  be  expected  that  he  would  direct  his 
attention  to  the  future  rather  than  the  past.  In 
order,  however,  to  be  correct  in  tlieir  deductions, 
it  was  necessary  to  be  correct  in  their  premises. 
They  must 

"  Watch  the  wheels  of  nature's  mazy  plan. 
And  learn  the  future  by  the  past  of  man." 

An  ancient  and  erudite  Latin  author  (Virgil)  has 
said,  "  Flappy  is  he  who  traces  efl'ects  up  to  their 
causes."  Mr.  J.  's  views  on  the  origin  of  this  war 
might  be  told  in  a  few  words.  It  was  the  bitter 
fruits  of  the  joint  operation  of  the  presumption  and 
folly  of  Mexico,  and  the  blunders  and  mal-admin- 
istration  of  the  affairs  of  this  Government.  Both 
Governments  had,  in  all  proliability,  departed  from 
the  line  of  national  rectitude,  and  may  have  acted 
alternately  and  reciprocally  aggressive.  And  yet 
had  General  Taylor's  army  not  been  ordered  from 
Corpus  Christi,  on  the  Rio  Nueces,  to  the  eastern 
bank  of  the  R,io  Grande,  there  had  been  no  war. 
That  the  citizens  of  Mexico  did  commit,  anterior 
to  the  war,  numerous  outrages  upon  our  citizens 
and  spoliations  upon  their  property,  was  not  de- 
nied; and  that  she  also  had  neglected  an  equivalent 
indemnity,  was  as  frankly  admitted.  It  was  true 
that  she  liquidated  the  claims  of  our  citizens  to  the 
extent  of  ^2,026,139  68,  a  part  of  which  has  been 
paid. 

[Mr.  J.  here  read  an  extract  from  a  report  made 
by  the  honorable  John  Forsyth,  in  1837,  and  made 
some  allusion  to  the  opinions  of  Presidents  Jack- 
son and  Van  Buren.     He  then  contiimed:] 

Thai  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United 
States  produced  deep  and  lasting  heartburnings  in 
the  bosoms  of  Mexicans,  was  a  fact  well  known 
in  both  countries.  The  Mexican  Minister,  then 
resident  in  Washington,  entered  his  solemn  protest 
against  tliat  transaction,  and  looked  to  it  as  a  casus 
belli,  demanded  his  passports,  and  returned  to 
Mexico. 

[Here  Mr.  J.  quoted  the  President's  message  of 
1845,  and  also  a  letter  from  Mr.Slidell,  dated  idex- 
ico,  December  24,  1845,  and  then  said:] 

That  wiiile  we  believe  that  annexation  was  justi- 
fiable under  the  then  existing  state  of  things,  we 
could  not  but  apprehend  that  tliat  transaction  tend- 
ed to  sever  the  affections  of  Mexico  from  her  alma 
mater;  and  he  could  only  hope  that  the  fruits  of  that 
transaction  might  not  prove  as  did — 

"the  first  fruit 

Of  that  forbidden  tree,  whose  mortal  ta?te 
Brought  death  into  tlie  worUI,  and  all  our  wo, 
With  loss  of  Eden." 

And  he  ardently  desired  that  it  might  not  prove  an 
Achan  in  the  camp,  or  a  Jonah  on  board  our  shijj 
of  state.  It  had  been  alleged  that  the  rejection  of 
the  Hon.  John  Siidell  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
at  the  Court  of  Mexico  completed  the  catalogue  of 
aggressions  that  justified  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  in  waging  war.  Such,  however,  was 
not  his  opinion,  after  full  investigation  of  the  tliplo- 
matic  correspondence  on  that  subject.  Mexico 
would  have  been  willing,  she  proposed  repeatedly, 
to  receive  him  in  the  capacity  of  a  commissioner 
to  negotiate  a  boundary  between  the  two  republics, 
but  the  Administration  persisted  in  demanding  that 
he  should  be  received  with  plenary  powers.  And 
this  has  been  used  as  a  flimsy  pretext  for  prosecu- 
ting a  war,  which  has  cost  our  country  thousands 
upon  thousands  of  valuable  lives,  and  millions  upon 
millions  of  dollars;  and,  to  complete  the  budget  of 
blunders,  and  to  render  more  palpable  his  consist- 
ency, he  has  since  despatched  a  commissioner  in  the 
person  of  Mr.  Trisi.  Thus  do  they — . 
"  Wire  in  and  wire  out. 
And  leave  a  body  still  in  doubt, 
Whether  the  snake  that  made  the  track 
Was  going  south  or  coming  back." 

That  the  removal  of  General  Taylor  and  his 
forces  from  Corpus  Christi,  on  the  Nueces,  to  the 
Del  Norte,  thereby  traversing  the  modern  Meso- 
potamia, was  the  prime  and  proximate  cause  of 
hos'iilitie.<»,  is  now  the  settled  opinion  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  has  been  liberally  endorsed  by  the  leading 


friends  as  well  as  the  opponents  of  the  Adminis- 
tration. It  was  then  that  we  crossed  the  Rubicon; 
it  was  then  the  die  was  cast;  and  the  sanguinary 
calamities  of  Pandora's  box  were  then  spread  out 
on  both  nations.  That  was  the  crowning  act  of 
Executive  folly. 

To  prove  that  the  desert. country  between  the 
Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande  was  disputed  territo- 
ry, Mr.  J.  referred  to  a  great  variety  of  document- 
ary testimony.  He  quoted  from  a  speech  delivered 
by  Mr.  Senator  Ashley  on  the  annexation  reso- 
lutions, as  follows  : 

"The  third  [of  his  own  resolutions]  speaks  for  itself,  and 
enables  the  United  Slates  to  settle  the  boundary  between 
Mexico  and  thp  United  States  properly.  And  [  will  here 
add,  that  the  present  boundaries  of  Texas,  as  [  learn  from 
Judge  Ellis,  the  President  of  the  Convention  that  formed 
the  Constitution  of  Texas,  and  also  a  member  of  the  first 
Legislature  under  that  Constitution,  were  fixed  as  they  now 
are,  [tliat  is,  extending  to  the  Kio  Grande,]  solely  and  pro- 
fessedly with  a  vieat  of  liavUig  a  large  margin  in  the  nego- 
tiation with  IVIexieo,  and  not  with  the  expectation  of 
retaining  them  as  they  now  exist  in  their  statute  book." 

Again:  Mr.  Donelson,  our  Charge  to  Texas,  or 
the  agent  sent  on  to  effect  annexation,  in  a  com- 
munication of  the  23d  of  June,  1845,  to  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan, upon  the  same  sulyect,  spealcing  of  the 
country  between  the  Nu.eces  and  the  Rio  Grande, 
says: 

"  That  country,  you  are  aware,^has  been  in  the  posses- 
sion of  both  parties.  Texas  ha^  held  in  peace  Corpus  Chris- 
ti;  Mexico  has  hold  Santiago,  [near  Point  Isabel;]  both 
parties  iiaVe  had  occasional  possessionof  Loredo,  and  other 
places  higher  up." 

Again,  in  a  subsequent  letter,  dated  July  11, 
1845,  Mr.  Donelson  says  to  Mr.  Buchanan: 

"Sir:  You  will  have  observed  that  in  my  correspondence 
with  this  Government  and  Texas  there  has  been  no  discus- 
sion of  ths  question  of  limits  between  Mexico  and  Texas. 
The  joint  resolulioii  of  our  Congress  left  the  question  an 
open  one,  and  the  preliminary  proposition  made  by  this 
Government,  under  the  auspices  of  the  British  and  French 
Governments,  as  the  basis  of  a  definitive  treaty  with  Mexi- 
co, left  tlie(|uestiO(i  in  the  same  state."  "J  at  once  decided 
tliat  we  should  take  no  such  position,  [on  the  Eio  Grande,] 
but  should  regard  only  as  within  the  limits  of  our  protection 
that  portion  of  territory  actually  possessed  by  I'exas,  and 
which  she  did  not  consider  as  subject  to  negotiation." 

He  had  also  the  authority  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll,]  who,  when 
he  introduced  the  resolution  of  annexation,  said 
upon  this  subject: 

"The  stupendous  deserts  between  the  Nueces  and  the 
Bravo  [the  Ltio  Grande  or  del  A'orte]  rivers  are  the  natural 
boundaries  between  the  Anglo-Saxon  and  the  Mauritaiiian 
races.  Tliere  ends  the  valley  of  the  west.  There  Mexico 
begins.  Tiienee,  beyond  the  Bravo,  begin  the  Moorish  peo- 
ple and  their  Indian  associates,  to  whom  Mexico  properly 
belongs,  who  shoiild  uotcro.-s  that  vast  desi  rt  if  they  could, 
as  on  our  side  we,  too,  ou^lit  to  stop  there,  because  intei- 
minable  contlicis  mu-t  ensue  from  either  our  going  south  or 
their  coming  north  of  that  gigantic  boundary.  Wiiile  peace 
is  eheiished,  that  boundary  will  be  sacred.  Not  till  the  spirit 
of  conquest  rages  will  the  people  on  eitiier  side  molest  or 
mix  with  each  other ;  and,  whenever  they  do,  one  or  the 
other  race  must  be  conquered,  if  not  extinguished." 

Mr.  J.  here  read  largely  from  speeches  delivered 
by  tiie  Hon.  T.  H.  Benton,  the  distinguished  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri,  whose  testimony  he  thought 
would  be  convincing  in  the  court  of  Democracy,  to 
prove  that  the  "stupendous  desert"  formed  no 
part  of  the  old  Spanish  Texas.  Amongst  other 
things,  Mr.  J.  read  the  following: 

"  With  respect  to  Texas,  her  destiny  is  fixed.  Of  course 
I,  who  consider  what  I  am  about,  always  speak  of  Texas  as 
constituted  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  1619,  and  not  as  con- 
stituted by  the  Republic  of  Texa-,  coiuprehenduig  the  capi- 
tal and  forty  towns  and  villages  of  New  M(^\ico,  now  and 
always  as  fully  under  the  dominion  of  the  Kepublie  ol  Mex- 
ico as  duebec  and  all  tlie  towns  and  villages  of  Canada  are 
under  the  domininn  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  of  this  Texas — 
the  old  Spanish  Texas — of  which  I  Always  sp3ak ;  and  of 
her  I  say,  her  destiny  is  fixed.  Whatever  may  be  the  fate  of 
the  present  movement,  her  destination  is  to  return  to  her  nat- 
ural position — that  of  a  part  of  the  American  Union. 

"  1  adhere  to  tlii.-i  discrimination  between  the  two  Texases, 
and  now  propose  to  see  wliieh  of  the  two  we  are  asked  by 
tlie  President  of  the  United  States  to  incorporate  into  the 
American  Union." 

Mr.  Benton  then  went  on  to  show  what  provin- 
ces this  line  includes,  their  population,  their  towns, 
their  cities,  &c. 

"  These,"  he  says,  "  in  addition  to  old  Texas  ;  these  parts 
of  four  Slates;  these  towns  and  villages;  these  people 
and  territory;  these  Hocks  and  herds;  tliis  slice  of  the  He- 
public  of  Mexico,  two  Ihiusn.iitl  milci  luni  i/nrf  i-ome  huiulrals 
broad — all  this  our  President  has  eiit  off  from  its  mother  em- 
pire, and  presents  to  us  and  declares  it  is  ours  till  the  Senate 
rejects  it.  He  calls  it  Texas!  and  the  cutting  off  he  calls  rc- 
annexation  !  Humboldt  calls  it  New  Mexico,  Chihuahua, 
Coahuila,  and  Nuevo  Santander,  (now  Tamaulipas,)  and 
the  civilized  world  may  qualify  this  rr-annexiition  by  the 
application  of  some  odious  and  terrible  epithet." 

Mr.  J.  also  read  the  following  resolution,  offered 
by  Mr.  Benton  when  the  Tyler  treaty  was  before 
the  Senate: 


Retoh-cd,  That  the  incorporation  of  the  left  hank  of  the 
Rio  del  Norte  into  the  American  Union  by  virture  of  a  treaty 
with  Texas,  comprehendins,  as  the  said  incorporation  would 
do,  a  pari  of  the  Mexican  departments  of  New  Mexico,  Chi- 
huahua, Coahuila,  and  Tamaulipas,  would  be  aw  act  of  di- 
rect asgression  on  Mexico,  for  all  the  consequences  of  which 
the  United  States  would  stand  responsible." 

The  late  Hon.  Silas  Wright,  who  stood  so  em- 
inently distinguished  in  the  councils  of  this  Union, 
in  a  speech  delivered  at  Watertown,  in  the  Stale  of 
New  York,  spoke  thus: 

"  I  felt  it  ray  duty  to  vote  against  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  for  the  annexation.  I  believed  thai  the  treaty,  from 
the  boundaries  that  must  be  implied  frmn  it,  embraced  a 
country  to  which  Texas  had  no  claim,  over  which  she  had 
never  asserted  jurisdiction,  and  which  she  had  no  right  t« 
cede."  "  It  appeared  to  me  then,"  he  continued,  "  if  Mexico 
should  tell  us,  -'  We  don't  know  you  :  we  have  no  treaty  to 
mal'.e  with  you ;'  and  we  were  left  to  take  possession  by 
force,  we  must  take  the  country  as  Texas  had  ceded  it  to  us ; 
and,  in  doing  that,  we  must  do  injustice  to  Mexico,  and  take 
a  large  portion  of  New  Mexico,  the  people  of  which  have 
never  been  under  the  jurisdiction  of  Texas.  This  to  nie 
was  an  insurmonntable  barrier;  I  could  not  place  the  coun- 
try in  that  position." 

Mr.  J.  would  abstain  from  any  further  quota- 
tions, except  to  state  that  Mr.  Calhoun,  at  the 
period  before  referred  to,  attempted  to  repel  charges 
brought  against  his  treaty,  and  sought  to  show 
that  we  never  meant  to  claim  the  territory  em- 
braced in  the  act  of  Cjongress  of  Texas;  but  that, 
on  the  contrary,  we  were  very  desirous  to  open  a 
friendly  negotiation  with  Mexico  for  the  purchase 
of  such  a  boundary  as  would  be  most  convenient. 
To  express  this  purpose  to  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment, Mr.  Calhoun  wrote  to  Mr.  Green,  on  the 
19th  of  April,  1844: 

"  You  are  enjoined  by  the  President  to  assure  the  Mexi- 
can Government  that  it  is  his  desire  to  settle  all  questions 
between  the  two  countries  which  may  grow  out  of  this 
treaty,  or  any  other  cause,  on  the  most  liberal  and  satisfac- 
tory terms,  incliuling  that  of  boundary." 

Such  testimony,  from  such  sources,  (continued 
Mr.  J.,)  could  not  fail  to  prove  that  the  course  of 
the  President  was  diametrical  to  the  views  of  the 
most  distinguished  statesmen  of  his  own  party. 
Thus  out  of  their  own  mouths  they  were  con- 
demned. ' 

Mr.  J.  then  proceeded  to  sliow  that  tlie  march 
of  General  Taylor's  army  through  the  desert  was 
in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  President,  by 
reading  a  eommuuication  from  Mr.  Marcy,  Secre- 
tary of  War,  to  Brigadier  General  Taylor,  of  the 
date  of  13th  January,  1846,  thus  : 

"Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  instruct  you  to 
advance  and  occupy,  with  the  troops  under  your  command, 
positions  on  or  near  the  east  bank  of  the  Eio  del  Norte,  as 
.soon  as  it  can  be  conveniently  done  with  reference  to 
the  season  and  the  routes  by  which  your  movements  must 
be  made." 

Mr.  J.  then  proceeded,  and  said,  in  order  to 
make  manifest  the  political  fidelity  and  integrity 
of  the  President,  it  was  only  necessary  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  the  following  facts: 
On  the  15th  of  June,  1845,  we  find  that  Mr.  Ban- 
croft, then  of  the  War  Department,  informed  Gen- 
eral Taylor  that  the  point  of  his  ultimate  destina- 
tion was  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte;  thus  moving 
upon  the  disputed  territory,  which  Mr.  J.  regarded 
as  forbidden  ground,  as  the  action  of  Congress  had 
indicated  a  willingness  to  treat  for  the  settlement 
of  that  boundary.  It  had  been  left  open  to  future 
negotiation. 

In  the  November  following,  Mr.  Siidell  was  de- 
spatched to  Mexico  in  the  capacit}!-  of  a  Minister 
Plenipotentiary,  to  conclude  a  settlement  of  bound- 
aries of  the  territory  into  which  General  Taylor,  a 
few  months  thereafter,  was  ordered  to  march,  and 
to  possess  with  an  armed  force;  and,  even  so  late 
as  March  12,  1846,  Mr.  Buchanan,  by  official 
communication,  urged  Mr.  Siidell  not  to  le»e 
Mexico,  knowing,  at  the  same  time,  that  General 
Taylor  was  advancing  with  his  army  to  the  Rio 
del  Norte.  Thus  we  perceive  the  obvious  union 
of  the  hands  of  Esau  and  the  voice  of  Jacob. 

Far  be  it  from  Mr.  J.  unjustly  to  impugn  the 
motives  of  the  President  or  any  of  the  jiigh  func- 
tionaries of  the  Government.  It  was  no  pleasure 
to  him,  nor  was  it  his  custom,  to  indulge  in  acri- 
monious animadversion  towards  any  individual, 
either  in  high  or  low  station;  and,  while  he  should 
express  himself  unreservedly  of  their  acts,  he  de- 
sired to  judge  charitably  of  their  motives. 

That  which  had  happened  was  irrevocable.  Let 
us  guard  well  the  future. 

Mr.  J.  then  alluded  to  the  action  of  the  Plouse  a 
few  days  since,  in  the  adoption  of  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Ash- 
MuN,]  declaring  that  this  war  "  was  unnecessarily 
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and  luiconstitutionally  begun  by  the  President  of 
tlie  United  States,^'  and,  not  having  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  record  his  vote  upon  that  subject,  he 
would  embrace  this  opportunity  to  define  his  posi- 
tion on  that  point.  He  laid  it  down  as  a  proposi- 
tion that  was  susceptible  of  proof,  that,  notwith- 
standing the  offences  of  Mexico  were  such  as 
might  have  justified,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  prep- 
aration for  war  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
the  Chief  Magistate  of  this  Union  was  not  autho- 
rized insidiously  to  adopt  such  a  course  as  would 
inevitably  result  in  hostilities,  irrespective  of  the 
voice  of  Congress  then  in  session;  and  more  espe- 
cially, as  the  war-making  power  was,  by  the  fram- 
ersof  the  Constitution,  wisely  and  cautiously  with- 
held from  the  Executive  Department.  Nor  was 
it  confided  to  the  Judiciary  Department  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. In  Congress,  and  Congress  only,  was 
this  power  vested.  To  prove  which,  Mr.  J.  first 
read  Story  on  the  Constitution,  (vol.  3,  p.  59,  ch. 
21,)  on  the  power  to  declare  war  and  make  captures, 
as  follows  : 

'•'§  1163.  Tlie  next  power  of  Congress  is  to  'declare  war, 
grant  letters  of  iimrque  and  rejiiifals,  and  makn  rules  con- 
cerning; captures  on  l;ind  and  water."  [See  the  lltli  clause, 
8tli  seciion,  1st  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.]" 

Also,  section  1165  of  the  game  chapter,  thus: 
"The  onlv  practical  question  upon  this  subject  would 
seem  to  be,  to  wliat  deparaiient  of  the  National  Governiucnt 
it  would  be  most  wise  and  safe  to  confide  this  l)igli  preroga- 
tive, emphatically  called  the  last  resort  of  sovereigns,  uMima 
ratioreium!  In  Great  Britain,  it  is  the  exchisive  prerogative 
of  the  Crown,  and  in  other  countries  it  is  usually,  if  not  uni- 
versally, confided  to  the  Executive  Departnieru.  It  might 
bj'  the  Constitution  have  been  confided  to  the  Executive,  or 
to  the  Senate,  or  to  both  conjointly."' 

He  also  read  the  following  from  the  same  au- 
hority : 
"  Tlie  representatives  of  the  people  are  to  levy  taxes  to 
support  a  war,  and  therefore  have  a  right  to  be  consulted  as 
to  its  propriety  and  necessity.  The  Executive  is  to  carry 
it  on,  and  therefore  should  he  consulted  as  to  its  time,  and 
the  ways  and  means  of  niaUing  it  ert'ective  The  coopera- 
tion of  all  the  branches  of  the  l.gislative  power  ought,  upon 
principle,  to  be  required  in  this,  the  highest  act  of  legisla- 
tion, as  it  is  in  all  othofs.  Indeed,  there  might  be  a  pro- 
priety even  in  enforcing  still  greater  restrictions,  as  by 
requiring  a  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  both  Houses." 

Again,  p.  64:  "§1172.  The  power  to  declare 
war  IS  exclusive  in  Congress." 

From  chapter  37,  section  1486,  page  342,  he  read 
the  following: 

"  The  power  of  the  President,  too,  might  well  be  deemed 
safe,  since  he  couldnotof  himself  declari'  war,  raise  armies, 
or  call  forth  the  militia,  or  appropriate  money  for  the  pur- 
pose; for  these  powers  all  belong  to  Congress.  In  Great 
Britain,  the  King  is  not  only  commander-in-chief  of  the 
army  and  navy,  and  militia,  but  he  can  declare  war;  and  in 
time  of  war,  can  raise  armies  and  navies,  and  call  forth  the 
militia  of  his  own  mere  will." 

He  thanked  God  that  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  American  people  were  not  yet  subject  to  the 
prerogative  of  a  crowned  head. 

Mr.  J.  also  read  at  length  from  theXiCtters  of 
•'  Helvidius,"  (alias  President  Madison,)  on  the 
proclamation  of  neutrality  of  1793,  as  follows: 

"Every  just  view  that  can  be  taken  of  this  subject  ad- 
monishes the  public  of  the  necessity  of  a  rigid  adherence  to 
the  simple,  the  received,  and  the  fundann-ntal  doctrine  of 
the  Constitution,  that  the  power  to  declare  war,  including 
the  power  of  judging  ol  the  causes  of  war,  is/nZ/i/ andcxcZu- 
sii<ciy  vested  in  the  Legislature ;  that  the  Executive  has  no 
right,  in  any  case,  to  decide  the  question  whether  there  is 
or  is  not  cause  for  declaring  war  ;  that  the  right  of  conven- 
ing and  infoiniing  f'onL'ii  ss,  whenever  such  a  question 
Mecm.sto  call  lorn  ili  ri-i-m,  i,  all  the  right  which  the  Con- 
htitution  has  deemed  I  r.| 111- It,  or  proper;  that  for  such,  more 
than  for  any  other  eontiii^ieney,  this  right  was  specifically 
given  to  the  E.xecutive. 

"  In  no  part  of  the  Constiluillm  is  more  wisdom  to  he 
found  than  in  the  clause  which  confides  the  question  of 
war  or  peace  to  the  Legislature,  and  not  to  the  Executive  de- 
partment. Besides  the  objection  to  such  a  mixture  of  het- 
erogeneous powers,  the  trust  and  the  temptation  would  be 
too  great  for  any  one  man  ;  not  such  as  Nature  may  ofleras 
the  prodigy  of  many  centuries,  but  such  as  may  be  expected 
in  the  ordinary  succession  of  magistracy.  War  is,  in  fact, 
the  true  nurse  of  Executive  ag!;randi7,ement.  In  war,  a 
phyBieal  Ibrci'  is  to  he  created  ;  and  ii  is  tlie  Executive  will 
which  is  to  direct  it.  In  war,  the  piiblii  treasures  are  to  be 
unlocked  ;  and  it  is  the  Exc  cuiive  hand  which  is  to  dispense 
tlicm.  In  war,  the  honors  and  einohiments  of  olHcc  arc  to 
he  multiplied;  and  it  is  the  Kxecntive  patronage  under 
winch  they  are  to  he  enjoyed.  It  is  in  war,riiially,  that  lau- 
rels are  to  he  gathered ;  mid  it  is  the  Executive  brow  they 
are  to  encircle.  The  strongest  passions  and  most  dang(;r- 
ou»  wcuknesses  of  the  human  breast— ambition,  avarice, 
vanity,  the  honorable  or  venial  love  of  fame— are  all  in  con- 
gpirncy  against  the  duly  of  peace. 

"  Henceit  has  grown  into  an  axiom  that  the  Exceulive  is 
the  department  of  power  most  distinguished  by  it.^  propen- 
sity V)  war;  hence  it  is  the  practice  ol  all  .*^lates,  in  propor- 
tion as  they  are  free,  to  disarm  this  propensity  of  its  iiiilu- 
enee." 

Mr.  J.  reiTiarked,  that  we  liave  liad  rnuny  Pres- 


idents, but  only  one  W  ASHtNGTON.  The  President 
that  assumes  the  authority  to  exercise  the  war- 
making  power  pe/"  se,  snatches  away  the  columns 
I  that  support  the  temple  of  liberty,  strikes  a  direct 
blow  at  the  foundation  of  our  republican  institu- 
tions, and  constitutes  himself  the  master  and  not 
the  servant  of  tke  people.  Such  a  course  would 
be  to  demolish  the  fundamental  principles  of  free 
government,  and  establisli  a  monarchy  upon  its 
ruins.  And  such  a  course  would  be  the  triumph 
of  the  one-man  power  over  the  sovereignty  of  the 
people;  and  such  is  the  tendency,  but  he  forbore 
to  say  such  was  the  design,  of  the  present  Admin- 
istration. But  he  would  say  that  the  course 
pursued  by  the  President  was  an  dfcumption  of 
authority  unknown  in  the  administration  of  his 
predecessors.  When  the  limits  between  the  bound- 
aries of  Spain  and  the  United  States  were  unset- 
tled, Mr.  Jefferson  refused  to  order  our  troops  to 
take  possession  of  the  disputed  territory,  upon  the 
express  ground  tliat  "  Congress  alone  was  consti- 
tutionally invested  with  the  power  of  changing  our 
condition  from  peace  to  w&i-."  How  diametrical 
had  been  the  couise  of  "the  powers  that  be;"  and 
how  often  is  it  the  case  that — 

"  Man,  proud  man, 

Dress-d  in  a  little  brief  aijthority, 

Plays  such  fantastic  tricks  before  Viigh  Heaven 

As  make  the  angels  weep." 

And  how  appropriate  is  the  language  of  Solomon 
to  the  signs  of  the  times:  "  When  the  righteous 
are  in  authority  the  people  rejoice,  but  when  the 
wicked  beareth  rule  the  people  mourn." 

Then,  he  asked,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
shall  the  Congress  of  the  United  States — shall  the 
Representatives  of  a  great  and  a  free  people — shall 
I,aRrepresentative  from  the  noble  State  of  Georgia, 
one  of  the  good  old  Thirteen — from  the  lancl  of 
Gwynett,  and  Holl,  and  Walton,  of  Oglethorpe, 
and  Crawford — with  folded  arms  sit  mutely  down, 
and,  with  closed  lips  and  silent  tongue,  see  the 
great  tree  of  liberty,  planted  and  cultivated  by  our 
ancestors,  and  under  whose  genial  branches  the 
nation  has  prospered  and  reposed  in  safety  for 
more  than  half  a  century  ;  shall  1  see  it  quivering 
in  evary  branch  beneath  the  scathing  halberd  of 
every  Executive  folly  and  usurpation,  and  make 
no  etfort  to  protect  it  from  Executive  misrule  and 
party  violence.'  Shall  we  witness  its  eradication, 
and  make  no  attempt  to  arrest  the  spoiler's  blow.-' 
Shall  we  not  sound  the  tocsin  of  alarm,  andarou.'-.e 
the  slumbering  indignation  of  a  too  confiding  peo- 
ple?  I  know  not  wtiat  course  others  may  pursue; 
for  myself,  1  can  only  say  that — 

"Tliough  perils  did  abound  as  thick  as  thought  could  make 
them. 
And  appear  in  forms  more  horrid, 
Yet  my  duty,  as  does  a  rock  aganst  the  chiding  flood, 
Should  the  approach  of  this  wild  river  break, 
And  stand  unshaken" — 

by  the  Constitution. 

"For great  were  the  hearts  and  strong  the  ininds 
Of  tiiose  who  framed,  in  high  debate, 
The  immortal  league  of  love  that  binds 
Uurfair  broad  empire  State  with  State." 

And  what,  sir,  is  the  condition  of  Mexico  .'  The 
reverses  and  the  vicissitudes  of  that  Republic  have 
been  varied  and  multitudinous.  After  the  conquest 
of  Cortez,  dating  from  1521,  she  remained  as  a 
Spanish  colony  for  more  than  three  hundred  years; 
and  in  1821,  having  shook  off  the  fetters  of  Cas- 
tilian  bondage,  she  became  an  independent  repub- 
lic. But,  as  early  as  1835,  we  find  her  relapsing 
into  consolidation  and  centralism.  In  1848,  we 
find  her  realizing  the  horrors  of  anarchy.  What 
was  right  in  regard  to  the  things  of  yesterday  may 
be  wrong  when  applied  to  those  of  to-day.  Our 
present  relations  to  Mexico  are  not  what  they  were 
in  the  incipicncy  of  this  unhappy  conflict.  A  few 
years  ago,  and  she  was  not  without  hope.  She 
had  the  courage  and  the  energy  to  gain  her  inde- 
pendence, but  lacked  the  virtue  and  intelligence  to 
maintain  it.  Hers  was  a  delusive  dream,  and 
widely  different  has  been  the  reality.  And  the 
history  of  her  brief  career  strikingly  exemplifies 
that  Scriptural  admonition,  "  Let  him  that  think- 
elh  he  standeth  take  heed  lest  he  fell."  For  now, 
in  her  public  and  private  relations,  as  well  as  in 
her  civil  and  military  affairs,  she  bleeds  at  every 
pore.  Iturbide  and  Hiiialgo,  Allcnde  and  More- 
ios,  Bu.slamente  and  Santa  Anna,  have  each,  in 
their  turn,  risen,  and  reigned,  and  fallen,  and  Mex- 
ico is  independent  Mexico  no  more.  1'orn  to 
pieces  by  tlic  treachery  and  the  intrigue  of  her 
corrupt  and  ambitious  leuder.s,  and  galling  and 


cringing  beneath  the  iron  yoke  of  a  bloated  and  a 
mercenary  priesthood  at  home,  and  driven  from 
seaboard  to  tnountain,  and  from  mountain  to  sea- 
board, by  the  invincible  soldiery  of  Taylor  and  of 
Scott;  too  proud  ^nd  too  obstinate  to  yield,  and 
yet  too  feeble  much  longer  to  defend  and  protect 
her  silver  sierras  and  her  verdant  valleys;  unwil- 
ling to  abandon  her  firesides  and  her  altars,  and 
that  soil  which  she  has  so  long  and  so  profusely 
watered  with  the  blood  of  her  heroes — she  presents 
a  melancholy  picture  of  humiliation  and  disgrace, 
unequalled,  in  modern  tirnes,  by  the  tragic  fate 
of  unfortunate  and  down-trodden  Poland.  And, 
though  "  grim-visaged  war  hath"  not  "  smoothed 
his  wrinkled  front,"  the  watch-word  and  war-cry 
of  patrician  and  plebeian  is,  "  God  and  Liberty!" 
Imagination  portrays  the  last  gallant  platoon  of 
her  army  clambering  up  the  pyramid  of  Cholula, 
and  with  Warsaw's  last  champion — 

"  Oh.  heavenly  cry,  our  bleeding  country  save  ! 
Is  there  no  hand  on  high  to  shield  the  brave .' 
Yet,  though  destruction  sweep  these  lovely  plains, 
Rise,  fellow-men,  our  country  yet  remains; 
By  that  dread  name  we  wave  the  sword  on  high, 
And  swear  with  herto  live,  for  her  to  die." 

Or,  rallying  within  the  moss-covered  walls  of 
her  ancient  cemeteries,  and  cluetering  around  the 
crumbling  tombs  of  their  fathers  and  their  mothers, 
and  exclaiming — 

"When  Hope's  expiring  throb  is  o'er. 
And  even  Despair  can  prompt  no  more. 
This  spot  shall  be  the  sacred  grave 
Of  the  last  few  who,  vainly  brave. 
Die  for  the  land  they  cannot  save." 

To  be  brave  is  to  be  generous;  to  be  noble  is  to 
be  just;  and  to  be  great  is  to  be  good.  The  Amer- 
ican eagle,  guided  in  her  upward  and  her  onward 
flight  by  the  dauntless  spirit  of  her  unwavering 
chivalry,  and  sustained  and  supported  by  the  in- 
domitable prowess  of  American  arms,  now  spreads 
in;triumphant  grandeur  his  broad  and  potent  pinions 
over  that  rnagnificent  palace  where  once  rose  up 
the  spacious  halls  and  the  golden  domes  of  the 
Montezumas. 

The  banner  of  our  country  now  waves  in  vic- 
tory upon  the  embattled  heights  of  Monterey,  and 
throws  out  its  star-lit  scintillations  from  the  lofty 
towers  of  San  Juan  de  Ulua,  and  along  the  walls 
of  the  great  city  of  the  Cross;  wh  le  the  sepulchral 
voice  of  death  whispers  from  the  Aceldamas  of 
Buena  Vista  and  Cerro  Gordo,  anJ  comes  up  in 
wailing  notes  froiTi  the  gory  plains  of  Chapultepec, 
Churubusco,  Contreras,  and  Molino  del  Rey,  the 
cry"  enough!"  "  enough!"  while  the  Alameda  and 
Plazas  of  her  political  Capital  and  her  commercial 
emporium  are  the  Champ  de  Mars  of  our  army.  The 
sceptre  of  the  ancient  Aztecs  has  well  nigh  departed, 
and  the  hope  of  the  Mauritanian  race  has  fled  for- 
ever. Exhausted  and  emaciated,  she  is  tottering  on 
the  verge  of  national  annihilation,  and  to  be,  or  not 
to  be,  is  now  tlie  question.  She  is  now  left  to 
choose  between  desperation  and  disgrace.  But  I 
would  ask  this  House  and  this  country,  has  the 
virtue  and  the  magnanimity  of  our  patriot  fathers 
degenerated  in  the  bosoms  of  her  sons?  Let  me 
hope  not.  I  would  ask,  shall  the  hitherto  spotless 
fariie  of  our  gallant  army  and  nsivy  be  tarnished 
by  a  participation  in  the  sanguinary  scenes  of 
savage  warfare?  Shall  they  become  polluted  by 
the  spoils  of  war  and  Vandalic  licentiousness  ! 
Never,  never  !  True  glory  is  the  reward  of  virtue, 
and  not  of  vice. 

The  mighty  and  the  numerous  tribes  of  the  red 
men  of  the  forest  have  given  back,  and  yet  further 
back  at  the  approach  of  our  ancestors  and  our- 
selves. Twice  have  the  legions  of  Albion's  Isle 
acknowledged  the  supremacy  of  our  arms;  and  the 
victors  of  Castile  and  Arragon  more  recently  suc- 
cumbed to  the  sons  of  Washington.  Looked  up  to 
as  the  model  Government  of  the  world,  and  hold- 
ing out  the  a;gis  of  freedom  to  every  land,  let  us 
not  be  unmindful  that  "righteousness  exalteth  a 
nation,  and  sin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people."  A 
great  cause  has  been  committed  to  our  keeping. 
Let  us  be  faithful  to  the  trust.  The  political  des- 
tinies of  20,000,000  of  people  are  perhaps  suspend- 
ed on  the  deliberation.SjOf  the  30th  Congre-ss.  Our 
fathers  pledged  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and 
their  sacred  honor  to  bequeath  us  freedom,  many 
of  whom  paid  down  the  price.  Over  this  rich 
boon  let  us  watch  with  a  vigilance  that  never 
sleeps,  and  guard  with  a  jealousy  that  admits  no 
encroachment,  and  protect  it  with  a  valor  that 
never  surrenders. 

There  are  other  facts  connected  with  this  sub- 
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ject  which  I  should  like  to  notice,  but  the  want  of 
time  urges  me  to  a  reluctant  conclusion.  Though 
not  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  the  war 
now  pending  was  commenced,  I  must  be  allowed 
to  say,  that,  from  the  moment  the  first  gun  was 
fired  up  to  the  present  time,  no  man  has  advocated 
the  defence  of  his  country  more  zealously  than 
myself,  and  I  shall  always  advocate  its  defence  to 
any  extent  that  circumstances  may  require. ,  I 
will  stand  by  the  country  in  glory  or  in  gloom,  in 
peace  or  in  war.  But  will  the  time  never  come 
when  we  may  honorably  bury  the  tomahawk,  and 
pass  round  the  calumet  of  peace — when  we  may 
"  beat  our  swords  into  ploughshares  and  our 
spears  into  pruning-hooks?"  13ut,  until  that  pe- 
riod shall  arrive,  let  our  conduct  resemble  the  em- 
blem of  our  armorial  insignia.  Let  the  Caduceus 
of  Pax  always  accompany  the  spear  of  Mars. 
Mexico  is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  conquered 
nation;  her  marauding  banditti  and  her  guerrilla 
parties  are  our  only  enemies.  Such  a  foe  is  un- 
worthy the  steel  of  our  victorious  armies.  But 
because  Mexico  is  conquered,  it  does  not  follow 
of  necessity  that  her  rights  are  extinguished, 
unless  we  are  prepared  to  assert  that  "  might  is 
right,"  and  that  "  to  the  victor  belong  the  spoils," 
and  that  this  nation  is  bound  together  "  by  the 
cohesive  power  of  public  plunder. "  Who  is  ready 
to  endorse  such  a  sentiment?  I  am  not.  To  con- 
demn the  folly  and  the  blunders  of  the  Adminis- 
tration, is  not  to  oppose  the  war.  Those  who 
have  disapproved  of  the  course  of  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate— and  they  are  not  a  few,  for  Whigs  and 
Democrats  have  denounced  it  ab  initio — but  those 
who  have  done  this  are  denominated  aiders  and 
comforters  of  the  enemy.  Now,  in  the  name  of  all 
the  gods,  upon  what  meat  doth  this  our  Csesar 
feed,  that  he  has  grown  so  great.' 

"But  he  stands  upon  a  slippery  place 
Makes  nice  of  no  vile  iiold  to  slay  him  up." 

I  hope  never  to  see  the  day  when  an  Executive 
ukase  shall  bridle  the  mouths  of  statesmen,  or  be- 
come the  doorkeeper  of  our  lips  and  the  arbiter  of 
our  thoughts.  In  the  land  of  Washington  there  is 
no  anti-war  party  when  defence  is  necessary. 
Blistered  be  the  foul  tongue  of  slander,"and  scorch- 
ed the  lying  lips  of  those  who  would  dare  utter 
such  a  libel  upon  the  patriotism  and  valor  of  the 
American  people.  The  sin  of  aid  and  comfort  lies 
not  at  the  door  of  the  Whig  party.  They  never 
furnished  Mexico  with  a  general  to  command  her 
armies.  Nor  will  they  ever  blur  the  escutcheon  of 
their  country 's  fame,  or  obstruct  the  progress  of 
their  country's  glory.  The  valor  and  the  success 
of  the  intrepid  Scott  and  the  indomitable  Taylor 
scorns  the  allegation  of  aid  and  comfort  on  the 
part  of  the  Whigs.  The  mangled  and  bleeding 
bodies  of  Butler  and  Clay,  and  McKee  and  Har- 
din, and  others,  declare  it  false;  and  the  smoking 
blood  and  the  bleaching  bones  of  half  our  fallen 
soldiery  in  heaps  upon  the  plains  of  Mexico  are 
enough  to  crimson  with  shame  the  accuser's  face. 
But  a  day  of  reckoning  is  fast  approaching,  yea, 
even  at  the  door.  A  few  more  official  blunders,  a 
few  more  encroachments  upon  the  sovereignty  of 
the  people,  a  few  more  vetoes,  and  the  epitaph  of 
the  present  Administration  will  be  written  on  the 
wall,  "Weighed  in  the  balance  and  found  wanting." 
Soon  shall  those  who  welcomed  the  coming,  speed 
the  parting  gust.  Soon  shall  the  authors  of  those 
portentous  clouds  that  now  lower  around  our 
country's  horizon,  from  the  deep  anguish  of  their 
troubled  bosoms  exclaim,  "Alas!  alas!  had  we  but 
served  the  country  with  half  the  zeal  that  we  have 
served  ourselves,  the  people  would  not  in  our  de- 
clining years  have  forsaken  us,  and  left  us  for  all 
coming  time  to  caro  for  ourselves."  And  their 
final  .soliloquy  (to  be  pronounced  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1849)  will  be.  Farewell,  ^a  long,  a  last 
farewell  to  longing  hopes  and  fond  expectations,  to 
palaces  and  power.  We  have  touched  the  highest 
point  of  all  our  greatness,  and  now,  from  the 
zenith  of  our  earthly  bliss,  we  fall  to  rise  no  more. 
Like  a  bubble  on  the  waves,  or  a  bright  exhala- 
tion in  the  evening,  we  vanish  from  the  gaze  of 
men,  and  our  names  are  to  be  struck  from  the 
catalogue  of  worthies,  and  hurried  by  the  relent- 
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less  current  of  universal  disapprobation  to  the 
far-ofl'regionsof  the  world's  forgetfulness,  finally  to 
sink  beneath  the  obscure  eddiesof  oblivious  waters. 
Mr.  .T.  was  proceeding  to  give  his  views  in  re- 
gard to  the  manner  in  which  the  war  should  be 
closed,  but  was  interrupted  by  the  expiration  of 
his  hour. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  said,  he  would  claim  the  indul- 
gence of  the  committee  for  a  few  minutes  only,  while 
he  called  their  attention  to  two  or  three  points  that 
had  been  made  in  this  debate.  He  did  not  expect 
to  follow  the  poetical  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  through  the  windings 
of  his  remarks  for  his  hour.  There  were  but  one 
or  two  topics  in  the  gentleman's  speech  on  which 
he  should  touch.  One  of  them  was  the  recent 
charge  made  against  the  Executive  for  withhold- 
ing from  this  House  the  instructions  given  to  Mr. 
Slidell,  our  late  Minister  to  Mexico.  A  fresh 
charge  against  the  Executive  in  reference  to  this 
war !  And,  although  he  had  given  this  subject 
some  little  attention,  he  must  say,  of  all  the  extra- 
ordinary issues,  of  all  the  extraordinary  objections 
that  had  been  made  in  reference  to  this  war,  this, 
it  seemed  to  him,  was  the  most  extraordinary,  and 
had  the  least  foundation.  He  had  not  examined 
the  precedents  in  relation  to  this  matter;  but  the 
idea  that  this  House  had  the  right  to  call  upon  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  lay  before  the 
world  any  and  all  the  instructions  given  to  his  dip- 
lomatic agents  pending  negotiations,  was  an  idea 
so  preposterous  that  there  was  not  a  man  in  the 
land  but  must  see  at  once  that  it  had  no  foundation 
in  reason — not  one;  not  a  man  even  who  knew 
how  to  be  a  hoi-se-jockey  but  must  treat  it  as 
ridiculous.  Why,  if  you  have  a  right  to  demand 
the  President  to  make  public  the  instructions  to 
Mr.  Slidell,  you  have  a  right  to  call  on  him  for  his 
instructions  to  Mr.  Trist ;  and  if  you  have  that 
right,  you  have  also  the  right,  in  the  event  of  his 
appointing  commissioners  to  meet  commissioners 
of  Mexico  at  some  intermediate  place,  the  very 
moment  they  have  started,  to  call  upon  him  for 
the  instructions  given  them;  which  instructions  may 
be  published  here,  and,  sent  on  the  wings  of  the 
wind,  may  reach  Mexico;  and  our  ultimatum  may 
be  in  the  hands  of  the  Mexican  commissioners  be- 
fore our  commissioners  may  reach  there.  Any 
man  who  knows  how  to  sell  a  dozen  of  eggs  or  a 
horse,  knows  how  utterly  futile  it  would  then  ren- 
der the  efforts  of  our  agents  to  obtain  any  fair  or 
reasonable  terms  from  Mexico. 

A  Plenipotentiary's  instructions  are  always  grad- 
uated. He  is  told,  if  he  cannot  get  this,  take  that; 
here  is  the  least  you  must  accept,  but  take  more  if 
you  can  get  it.  But  if  the  Minister  on  the  other 
side  is  advertised  beforehand  as  to  what  is  the  least 
you  will  take,  does  any  suppose  he  will  be  stupid 
enough  to  offer  you  more.'  Moreover,  in  this  case 
the  instructions  were  given  to  Mr.  Slidell  before  the 
war  commenced.  He  (Mr.  R.)  apprehended  he 
was  instructed  to  ask  much  less  then  than  our  Gov- 
ernment ought  to  be  willing  to  accept  now,  after 
Mexico  has  put  us  to  the  enormous  sacrifice  of 
blood  and  treasure,  which  has  resulted  from  the 
war  she  wickedly  commenced. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Schenck] 
asked,  are  you  tame  and  craven  enough  to  vote 
appropriations  for  carrying  on  a  war  until  you 
know  all  the  purposes  that  are  to  be  accomplished 
by  it?  Why,  in  the  name  of  common  sense,  what 
had  the  instructions  .to  Mr.  Slidell  to  do  with  this 
war?  They  were  never  acted  on  by  Mr.  Slidell. 
So  far  from  having  anything  to  do  wrtli  the  com- 
mencement of  this  war,  they  were  not  submitted 
to  the  Mexican  Government  at  all ;  for  you  know 
Mr.  Slidell  was  rejected;  he  was  not  entertained 
as  our  Minister.  His  instructions  were  unknown 
to  the  Mexican  Government,  and  whatever  they 
may  have  been,  could  have  formed  on  their  part 
no  motive  for  the  war.  They  would  not  even  hear 
any  proposition  of  peace.  It  was  a  mere  pretext. 
A  pretext  gotten  up  on  the  occasion  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ju.'^tifying  some  tender-footed  gentlemen 
j  who  come  here  from  war  districts  to  vote  again.st 
supplie.s. 

He  had  not  examined   the  historical  precedents 


in  reference  to  this  matter  of  calling  for  the  instruc- 
tions or  the  correspondence  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive  that  may  have  pa.^sed  between  him  and 
diplomatic  confidential  agents.  By  recollection 
alone,  howevci',  he  couldrecur  to  a  few  historical 
facts  that  would  disclose  the  impropriety  of  pub- 
lishing to  the  world  these  instructions  and  cor- 
respondence pending  negotiations.  In  1831  or 
1832,  pending  a  difficulty  between  this  Govern- 
ment and  France,  the  correspondence  between  Mr. 
Rives,  who  was  so  fortunate  as  to  bring  it  to  a 
conclu.-iion,  so  far  as  bringing  about  a  convention 
went — the  correspondence  between  that  distin- 
guished gentleman  and  the  Fi-ench  Goverrmient 
and  his  own  Government  was  published;  publish- 
ed before  the  French  Chambers  made  the  ne- 
cessary appropriation  of  twenty-five  millions  of 
francs,  stipulated  in  that  convention.  What  was 
the  result?  They  all  recollected  that  Mr.  F..ives 
intimated  that  ho  had  overreached  the  French 
Mini.ster  in  that  negotiation;  that  he  had  gotten 
more  than  he  was  authorized  to  lake  as  his  mini- 
mum; and  the  consequence  was  that  it  came 
well-nigh  defeating  the  payment  of  the  indemnity 
they  had  stipulated  to  pay.  It  well-nigh  brought 
about  a  war  between  this  Government  and  that. 
It  was  true,  also,  that  during  the  administration  of 
the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  there 
was  a  mission  got  up,  and  commissioners  were 
started  to  the  Congress  of  Panama,  and,  on  being 
inquired  of  as  to  their  instructions,  he  declined  to 
communicate  them,  but  referred  the  House  to  the 
Senate,  and  said  he  would  leave  to  that  body  to 
communicate  or  not  as  they  saw  fit.  That  gen- 
tleman not  only  claimed  the  right,  on  the  part 
of  the  Executive,  to  withhold  instructions,  but 
he  claimed  the  right  to  get  up  a  mission  without 
any  authority  of  law,  and  then  called  on  Congress 
to  make  appropriation  for  it.  They  recollected 
the  excitement  that  grew  up  on  that  matter.  But 
it  seems  to  me  those  who  got  up  this  case  upon  the 
Executive  were  in  search  mainly  of  a  very  differ- 
ent affair  than  these  instructions  to  Slidell.  They 
expected  to  plow  up  a  mare's  nest  in  reference  to 
the  loudly-clamored  but  false  accusation  of  a  col- 
lusion between  Santa  Anna  and  Mr.  Polk  in  refer- 
ence to  his  return  to  Mexico.  Mr.  Polk,  how- 
ever, had  withheld  nothing  on  thi.s  point.  He 
states  that  the  order  to  Commodore  Conner  was 
given  without  collusion  or  correspondence  with 
Santa  Anna  or  any  one  else. 

So  much  in  reference  to  that  point.  He  passed 
to  another — the  pretext  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Lincoln,]  and  others,  who  opposed  the  war,  in 
reference  to  the  march  of  the  army  from  Corpus 
Christi  to  the  east  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande.  That 
movement,  it  was  alleged,  was  the  cause  of  this 
war;  and  the  whole  opposition  to  this  war,  sifted 
down,  centered  in  that;  and  that  foundation  taken 
from  them,  their  whole  superstructure  fell  to  the 
ground.  He  should  not  go  into  an  argument  in 
reference  to  the  boundary  line  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico,  as  to  whether  the  Rio  Grande 
was  the  true  one  or  not,  or  whether  Mr.  Polk 
ought  to  have  taken  the  army  there  or  not.  He 
referred  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  to  the  able  speech  of  the  able 
Senator  from  Mai-yland,  [Mr.  Johnson,]  delivered 
the  other  day  in  the  other  wing  of  this  building, 
wherein  he  not  only  ably  and  clearly  demonstrates 
that  the  Rio  Grande  is  our  proper  boundary,  but 
that  Mr.  Polk  gave  no  just  cause  of  oflfence  in 
sending  the  army  there.  But  there  was  one  point 
in  the  controversy  to  which  he  should  call  their 
attention.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Lin- 
coln] intimated,"in  a  set  of  resolutions  submitted 
by  him  to  this  House,  that  General  Taylor,  who 
was  then  in  command  of  the  army,  had  intimated 
more  than  once  that  the  army  ought  not  to  have 
been  marched  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  inqun-ed  of 
Mr.  Polk  upon  this  subject.  Now,  he  presumed 
that  that  i-entleman.  and  every  other  geiUlemaa 
who  had  read  the  political  history  of  the  country 
the  history  of  passing:  events,  knew  very  well 
what  were  the  facts.  l3ut,  at  the  risk  of  repeating 
i.  what  gentlpriien  knew,  that  tho8«  out  of  this  House 
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who  should  read  his  remarks,  and  who  might  not 
have  access  to  the  documents,  might  know  all 
about  it,  he  intended,  witi>  some  degree  of  delibera- 
tion, step  by  step,  to  examine  this  matter. 

He  did  it  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the 
Whig  party,  or  at  least  that  portion  of  it  who 
wished  to  make  General  Taylor  their  candidate  for 
the  Presidency,  when  they  held  that  this  move- 
ment was  the'  cause  of  the  war,  v/ere  doing  it  as 
a  mere  pretext,  and  were  hypocritical  in  making 
the  charge. 

What  were  the  facts.'  The  resolutions  of  an- 
nexation passed  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
on  the  1st  of  March,  1845,  before  Mr.  Polk  came 
into  office.  On  the  6th  of  March  thereafter.  Gen- 
eral Almonte,  then  the  Mexican  Minister  to  this 
country,  demanded  his  passports  and  went  home, 
alleging  as  the  reason  for  this  that  his  Government 
would  regard  the  act  as  cause  of  war.  His  Gov- 
ernment at  home  went  accordingly  to  issuing  their 
war  pronunciainentos,  and  raised  and  organized 
an  army  with  the  avowed  purpose  of  reconquering 
Texas  to  the  Sabine.  In  view  of  these  events,  the 
Government  and  people  of  Texas  demanded  of  this 
Government  protection.  Mr.  Polk  had  come  into 
power  finding  these  resolutions  of  annexation  the 
law  of  the  land.  Pie  could  do  no  less,  ac^rding 
to  his  sworn  constitutional  duty,  than  aflbrd  them 
tl)e  protection  they  asked.  In  the  month  of  June, 
1345,  he  selected  G-eneral  Taylor,  over  tlie  heads 
of  all  other  officers,  his  seniors  in  rank,  and  made 
him  his  confidential  officer  to  command  the  forces 
for  the  protection  of  Texas.  On  the  15th  June, 
(to  whicli  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  referred,) 
it  is  true,  he  told  General  Taylor  his  ultimate  des- 
tination would  be  the  Rio  Grande;  but  on  the  8th 
July  the  President  very  materially  modified  his 
instructions.  Tlirough  the  Secretary  of  War,  he 
wrote  as  follows: 

"  W.4R  Department,  Juhj  8,  1845. 

"  Sir:  Thii?  department  is  inCoriiied  that  Mexico  has  some 
military  establishments  on  the  east  side,  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
which  art",  and  for  some  time  have  been,  in  the  actual  occu- 
pancy of  her  troops.  Ill  carryinsjoiit  the  instructions  hereto- 
fore received,  you  will  be  careful  to  avoid  any  acts  of  aisres- 
sion,  unless  an  actual  state  of  war  should  exist.  The  Mexican 
forces  at  the  posts  in  their  possession,  and  which  have  been 
so,  will  not  l)e  disturbed  as  lonj;  as  the  relations  of  peace 
between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  continue. 

«  VVM.  L.  MARCY. 

"Brig.  Gen.  Z.  T.vYLOR." 

This  was  dated  July  8.  Mr.  R.  said  it  was  a 
very  inaterial  modification  of  the  first  letter  of  in- 
structions given  by  Mr.  Bancroft,  the  acting  Sec- 
retary of  War.  This  letter  was  received  and 
acknowledged  by  General  Taylor  before  he  left 
New  Orleans.  On  the  oOth  July,  before  General 
Taylor  had  yet  taken  his  jjosition  in  Texas,  the 
Secretary  of  War  wrote  him  a  third  and  still  more 
definite  letter  as  to  the  objects  of  his  mission.  He 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Flouse  to  this 
letter  particularly,  for  he  held  that  upon  it  the  whole 
argument  turned;  and  he  wished  to  show  that  the 
President,  in  giving  iiis  instructions  to  General 
Taylor,  was  discreet,  cautious,  as  much  so  as  a 
man  need  be.  The  Secretary  of  War  wrote  thus 
to  General  Taylor: 

"  He  [the  President]  has  not  the  rtriuisite  information  in 
regard  to  the  country  to  enable  him  to  give  any  positive  di- 
rections as  to  the  ptjsition  you  ought  to  take,  or  the  move- 
ments which  it  may  be  expi-dient  to  make.  These  must  be 
governed  by  circumstances.  While  avoiding,  as  you  hflve 
been  instructed  to  do,  all  axL'ressivc  measures  towards 
Mexico,  n-i  Ions:  as  the  relations  of  peace  exist  between  that 
Hepublie  and  th(;  United  States,  you  are  expected  to  occupy, 
prot^'it,  anil  dileiid  the  territory  of  Texas,  lo  the  extent 
that  it  has  Iveii  occupied  by  the  people  of  Texas.  The  Rio 
Grande  is  cliimi  d  to  be  the  boundary  between  the  two 
countries;  ami  up  to  this  boundary  you  are  to  extend  your 
protection,  only  exeepting  any  posts  on  the  eastern  "side 
thereof  which  are  in  the  .actual  occupancy  of  Mexican 
forces,  or  Mexican  settlements  over  which  tj^ie  Republic  of 
Texa-s  did  not  exercise  jurisdiction  at  the  period  of  annex- 
ation, or  fhortly  before  that  event.  II  is  expected  that,  in 
■electing  the  estJihlisliment  for  your  troops,  you  will  ap- 
proach as  near  the  boundary  line  -the  Rio  Grande_iia 
prudence  will  dictate.  With  this  view,  the  Pres-ident  de- 
»ircs  that  your  po-ition  for  a  part  of  your  forces,  at  least, 
should  he  west  of  the  river  Nueces." 

This  was  the  30th  July,  1845.  Several  other 
letters  of  like  tenor  and  effect  were  written  to 
General  Taylor  during  that  summer  and  fall.  He 
would  read  short  extracts  from  one  or  two  of  thein 
only.  On  the  23d  of  Aiieust,  of  the  same  yeai-, 
the  President  again  said  lo  GcneralTaylor,  through 
Secretary  Marcy : 

"The  iufoniiation  hitherto  received  ns  to  the  intentions 
of  Mexico,  and  tUe  meaiurcii  she  may  adopt,  does  imt  ena- 
ble the  Adrninietration  here  to  give  you  more  explicit  in- 
utructions  in  regard  to  your  movements  than  thoio  which 
hav*  already  boon  forwarded  to  you." 


What  "instructions"  were  these.'    Why,  they 
were  "  to  occupy,  protect,  and  defend  the  limits  of  j 
Texas  to  the  extent  that  it  has  been  occujiied  by 
the  people  of  Texas,  or  to  the  extent  that  the  Re- 
public of  Texas   had   exercised  her  jurisdiction.  ; 
Well,  with  these  two  letters  of  instructions  of  the 
8th  of  July  and  the  30th  of  July  before   him,  the  ' 
one  telling  him  that  there  were  Mexican  posts  on  [ 
this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  the  other  that  he 
was  only  to   occupy   and   defend   the  territory  of 
Texas,  as  occupied  by  the  people  of  Texas,  or  over 
which  Texas  had  exercised  jurisdiction,  what  did 
General  Taylor  do  in  the  prernises?   In  answering 
the  letter  of  the  30th  of  July,  he  acknowledged  its 
receipt  on  the   15th  of  August  at  Corpus  Christi, 
and  said: 

"  Our  last  mail  (which  was  saved  with  difficulty  from  the 
wreck  of  a  schooner  on  the  13th  instant)  brought  your  com- 
munications of  July  28  and  30 — the  latter  enelosiiif!  a  letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  same  date.  I  am  gratified 
to  find  that  my  measures  thus  far  have  met  tlie  approbation 
of  the  Government  and  General-in-chief,  and,  particularly, 
to  find  that  I  have  hut  anticipated  the  wishes  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  taking  up  a  position  west  of  the  Nueces." 

Fie  had  already  got  beyond  the  river  Styx,  or 
beyond  the  Rubicon,  as  the  gentleman  over  the 
way  said. 

Now,  on  the  4th  of  October,  with  his  instruc- 
tions before  him,  that  he  was  only  to  occupy  and 
defend  Texas  so  far  as  Texas  had  been  occupied 
by  its  people,  or  so  far  as  the  Government  of  Texas 
had  exercised  jurisdiction,  he  says,  writing  from 
Corpus  Christi: 

"  For  these  reasons,  our  position  thus  far  has,  I  think, 
been  the  best  possible  ;  but,  now  that  the  entire  force  would 
soon  be  concentrated,  it  may  well  be  a  question  whether 
the  views  of  the  Government  would  be  carried  out  by  our 
remaining  at  this  point." 

General  Taylor  was  down  there  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  two  thousand  miles  from  this  Capitol;  he 
had  facilities  for  knowing  how  far  Texas  had  occu- 
pied the  country  or  exercised  jurisdiction  that  Mr. 
Polk  had  not.  Hence,  Mr.  Polk  had  given  him  a 
carte  blanche — had  allowed  him  to  use  his  own  dis- 
cretion in  the  premises.  With  this  power  and 
those  instructions  before  him,  he  said:  "  It  is  with 
great  deference" — he  seemed  to  be  aware,  said  Mr. 
R.,  here,  that  he  was  ti-eading  on  ground  that 
properly  belonged  to  the  Cabinet  and  not  to  the 
field — "  that  I  make  any  suggestion  on  topics 
'  which  may  become  matter  of  delicate  negotiation; 
'  but  if  our  Government,  in  settling  the  question 
'  of  boundary,  makes  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande  an 
'  ultimatum,  I  cannot  doubt" — he  could  not  doubt 
what  ?  That  to  move  an  army  would  bring  on  war .' 
That  it  would  be  an  invasion  of  Mexico.' — "Icaii- 
'  not  doubt  that  the  settleinent  would  be  greatly  fa- 
'  cilitated  and  hastened  by  our  taking  possession  at 
'  once  of  one  or  two  suitable  points  on  or  quite 
'  near  that  river." 

There,  then,  General  Taylor  gave  it  as  his  de- 
liberate opinion,  that  it  would  not  be  an  invasion 
of  Mexico;  that  it  would  not  probably  bring  on  a 
war  between  the  two  countries,  but  that  it  would 
"  facilitate  and  hasten"  peace  by  moving  the  army 
to  the  Rio  Grande.  Now  you  talk  of  making;  this 
same  General  Taylor  your  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency. Suppose  he  had  been  your  President, 
could  you  expect  him  to  have  acted  otherwise  as 
President  than  he  advised  the  President  to  act  when 
general  of  your  army.' 

But  further,  in  the  same  letter: 

"  Our  strength  and  state  of  preparation  should  be  display- 
ed in  a  inanner  not  to  be  mistaken.  However  salutary  may 
be  the  effect  produced  upon  the  border  jieople  by  our  pres- 
ence here,  we  are  ton  far  from  the  frontier" — not  beyond  it, 
then,  (said  Mr.  U.)— to  impress  the  Government  of  Mexico 
with  our  readiness  to  vindicate,  by  force  of  arms,  if  neces- 
sary, our  title  to  the  country  as  far  as  tin;  Rio  Grande.  The 
'  army  of  occupation' will,  in  a  few  days,  be  concentrated 
at  this  point,  in  condition  for  vigorous  and  efficient  service. 
Mexico  having  as  yet  made  no  positive  declaralion  of  war, 
or  committed  any  overt  act  of  liostilities,  1  do  not  feel  at 
liberty,  under  my  instructions,  particularly  those  of  July  8, 
to  make  a  forward  movement  to  the  Rio  Grande,  without 
authority  from  the  War  l)ei)artment." 

Again,  under  the  same  date,  he  says  : 
"In  case  a  forward  movement  should  be  ordered  or  an- 
tliori/.ed,  I  would  recommend  the  adoption  of  Point  Isabel 
and  Laredo  as  the  best  adapted  to  the  puriio.ses  of  observing 
the  course  of  the  river  and  covering  the  frontier  settlements 
of  Texas." 

He  recommended  (said  Mr.  R.)  these  two  points 
— one  at  the  mouth,  the  other  a  good  way  up  the 
stream — as  best  adapted  to  do  the  very  thing  he 
was  Kent  there  to  do,  to  wit:  to  cover  and  protect 
the  frontier  of  Texas.  So  much  for  that  letter, 
merely  adding,  by  way  of  a  parenthesis,  that  it  has 
been  frequenUy  brought  as  a  complaint  against  the 


President,  that  he  sent  him  there  with  too  small  a 
force.  But,  bearing  on  this  point.  General  Taylor 
added,  in  a  postscript:  "Should  any  auxiliary 
'force  be  required,  I  propose  to  draw  it  wholly 
'  from  Texas.  I  do  not  conceive  that  it  will  be- 
'  come  necessary,  under  any  circumstances,  to  call 
'  for  volunteers  from  the  United  Stares."  Yet  he 
had  ample  authority  to  do  so,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  as  may 
be  seen  in  the  very  letter  of  instructions  of  the  13th 
of  .January,  1846,  which  finally  took  him  there. 

Just  here  he  would  pause  a  moment.  This  let- 
ter was  \Yritten  on  the  4th  of  October.  Why  was 
it  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  did  not, 
in  accordance  with  the  suggestions  of  Gen.  Taylor, 
then  give  him  the  order  to  go  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  suggested  he  ought  to  go .'  V/hy, 
because  this  much-abused  President,  who  was 
charged  with  precipitating  the  country  into  a  war 
with  Mexico  wantonly,  wickedly,  was  so  anxious 
to  avert  this  calamity.  He  was  about  making  ap- 
plication, through  Mr.  Black,  our  consul  at  Mex- 
ico, for  sending  a  Minister  there,  and  asking  that 
Government  if  they  would  receive  him.  Applica- 
tion was  made,  Mexico  agreed  to  receive  one,  and 
early  in  November,  Mr.  Slidell  was  sent. 

Pending  this  attempt  at  negotiation,  the  President 
thought  it  unwise  to  comply  with  the  suggestions  of 
General  Taylor..  The  General  was  a  little  ahead  of 
him.  Mr.  Slidell  was  sentthere.  He  arrived  at  Vera 
Cruz  the  30th  November;  he  reached  the  capital  the 
6th  December,  and  was  finally  rejected,  not  later 
than  the  24th,  he  believed  the  21st  of  December. 
He  had  recentlj^  seen  it  stated,  in  a  great  manifesto, 
issuing,  he  believed,  from  Lexington,  that  the 
President,  whilst  his  minister  of  peace  was  wend- 
ing his  way  to  the  capital  of  Mexico,  gave  the  fatal 
order  to  the  army  to  march  from  Corpus  Christi 
to  the  Rio  Grande.  So  far  from  that  being  true, 
Mr.  Slidell  reached  the  city  of  Mexico  on  the  6th 
December,  and  was  rejected  on  the  21st;  and  the 
order  for  the  advance  of  the  army  was  not  given 
sooner  than  the  13th  January,  when  all  attempts 
at  negotiation  had  failed.  I  say  all  attempts  had 
failed;  for  in  five  days  after  Herrera's  rejection  of 
Mr.  Slidell,  his  own  Government  was  overthrown 
by  Paredes,  who  had  revolutionized  against  him, 
because  he  (Herrera)  had  agreed  to  receive  a  min- 
ister of  peace  from  the  United  States  in  the  month 
of  October  previous.  I  say  this  was  the  ground 
of  that  revolution,  as  was  openly  avowed  by  Pa- 
redes, and  subsequently  acknowledged  by  Herrera, 
when  appointed  a  commissioner  to  treat  with  Mr. 
Trist.  (See  his  letter.  Executive  Document  No. 
1,  page  41,  of  this  Congress.)  The  order  was  given 
on  the  13th  January,  after  the  Mexicans  had  re- 
fused to  receive  Mr.  Slidell  at  all,  to  look  into  his 
instructions,  or  talk  about  making  a  treaty.  Now, 
let  us  see  the  order  of  the  13th  of  January.  On 
the  13th  January,  1846,  the  Secretary  of  War, 
writing  to  General  Taylor,  says: 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Presidentto  instruct  you  to  ad- 
vance and  occupy,  with  the  troojis  under  your  command, 
positions  on  or  near  the  east  bank  of  the  Rio  del  Norte,  as 
soon  as  it  can  conveniently  be  done  with  reference  to  the 
season  and  the  route  by  which  your  movements,  nnist  be 
made.  From  the  views  heretofore  presented  to  this  depart- 
ment,"— [what  views .'  asked  Mr.  R.  The  views  submitted 
by  General  Taylor  on  the  4th  October  previous] — "  it  is  pre- 
sumed Point  Isabel  would  be  considered  by  you  an  eligible 
position.  This  point  or  some  one  near  it,  and  points  oppo- 
site Matamoros  and  Mier,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Laredo,  are 
suggested  for  your  consideralinii.  But  you  are  left  to  your 
better  knowledge  to  delenr.ine  the  poster  posts  which  you 
are  lo  occupy,  as  well  as  the  question  of  dividing  your  forces 
with  a  view  to  occupying  two  or  more  positions." 

This  is  the  final  order  for  the  advance  of  the 
army  after  it  was  known  that  Mr.  Slidell  would 
not  be  received;  and  in  that  final  order  the  Presi- 
dent, through  the  Secretary  of  War,  only  complied 
with  the  suggestions  of  Genei'al  Taylor,  and  told 
him  he  presumed  these  points  would  be  consider- 
ed eligible,  because  recommended  before. 

He  did  not  review  this  niatler  for  the  purpose  of 
attaching  blame  to  General  Taylor;  not  at  all.  He 
believed  he  did  right;  that  his  suggestions  were  at 
the  time  good.  He  did  it  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  showino:  the  hypocrisy  of  the  party  who  de- 
nounced Mr.  Polk  and  lauded  General  Taylor. 
On  the  13th  January,  the  Secretary  of  War  dis- 
tinctly told  General  Taylor; 

"  In  the  positions  you  may  take  in  carrying  out  these  in- 
structions and  other  movements  that  may  be  made,  the  use 
of  the  Rio  del  Norte  may  be  very  convenient,  if  not  neces- 
sary. Should  you  attenifit  to  exerciser  the  right  which  the 
United  States  have  in  common  with  Mexico  to  the  free  navi- 
gation of  this  river,  it  is  probable  Mexico  would  interpose 
resistance.  You  will  not  attempt  to  enforce  that  right  with- 
out further  instructiniu." 
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The  Sp.cretary  of  War  here  tells  General  Taylor 
that  if  the  free  navijjation  of  that  river  is  disputed, 
without  further  orders  from  the  department,  not 
to  undertake  to  enforce  it.  Bat  General  Taylor, 
not  only  without  order,  but  in  violation  of  order, 
did  undertake  to  enforce  the  right  to  the  exclusive 
navigation  of  the  Rio  Grande.  He  (Mr.  R.)  would 
not  say  this  was  wrong  ;  he  believed  General  Tay- 
lor did  right;  he  mentioned  it  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  that  the  man  whom  some  of 
them  proposed  to  make  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  ahead  of  the  President  all  the  time.  He 
believed  if  General  Jackson  had  been  there,  he 
would  not  only  have  gone  up  to  the  bank  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  but  he  would  not  have  waited  there 
for  Arista  to  cross  over  and  attack  him;  he  would 
have  taken  the  initiative.  He  believed  he  would 
Jiave  been  justified  in  so  doing,  for  a  man  was  not 
bound  to  wait  until  he  was  knocked  down  before 
he  attempted  to  defefid  hiinself ;  he  might  antici- 
pate the  blow,  and  prevent  it  if  possible. 

But  in  order  to  show  beyond  all  question  or 
cavil  what  were  General  Taylor's  views  as  to  what 
would  be  the  effect  of  his  movement  to  the  Rio 
Grande,  he  (Mr.  R.)  would  quote  from  still  an- 
other letter,  and  one  written,  too,  afler  he  had  re- 
ceived the  order  to  go.  It  is  his  letter  dated 
"Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  February  4,  1846,"  in 
which  he  says: 

'•In  reply  to  tlie  call  of  the  SecretHry  for  inforniatinn  as  to 
what  means,  if  any,  wili  be  reqiiireil  'to  enforce  and  imin- 
taiii  our  common  ris;ht  to  navigate '  tlie  Rio  Grande,  I  would 
iespectfuUy  stale,  that  until  1  reach  tiie  river  and  ascer- 
tain the  condition  of  things  in  the  frontier  Slates  of  Mexico, 
temper  of  tlie  p  Miple,  &c.,  I  cannot  give  any  satisfactory 
answer  to  the  qui'stion.  I  have  every  reason  to  helievethat 
Thep'ople  re.-iding  on  the  river  arc  vvcll  disposed  towards 
our  Government.  Our  a'lvunx  to  the  Rio  Grande  uill  itself 
produce  a  powerful cJf'ect^'Aud  it  may  he  that  the  commim  nav- 
igation of  the  river  will  not  be  disputed.  It  is  very  imiiortant 
to  u>,  and  will  be  indispensable  when  posts  are  established 
Iiigli£r  up,  as  rmist  ultimately  he  the  case." 

Here  he  talks  of  the  ^'powerful  effect  "  his  "ad- 
vance itself"  would  have,  and  evidently  thought 
tliatso  far  from  producing  a  war,  it  would  ayerUhat 
very  calamity.  The  navigation  of  the  river  was 
"  important  "  to  us — "  indispensable" — as  posts 
*'  must  "  be  established  higher  up  that  river. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  wished  now  to  quote  one  other 
■letter  of  General  Taylor's,  and  he  would  leave  this 
branch  of  the  subject.  It  is  his  despatch  of  April 
26,  after  hostilities  had  commenced,  as  follows: 

"  Headquarters,  Army  of  Occupation,      > 
"Camp  near  Matamoros,   J'exas,  J3'iiril2o,  1846.  ) 

"  Sir  :  I  have  respectfuJIy  to  report  that  General  Arista 
■arrived  in  Matamoros  on  the  94th  instant,  and  assumed  the 
chief  command  of  the  Mexican  troops.  On  the  same  day 
he  addressed  mc  a  communication,  conceived  in  courteous 
terms,  but  saying  that  he  considered  hostilities  commenced, 
and  should  prosecute  them.  A  translation  of  his  note,  and 
■copy  of  my  reply,  will  he  trAnsinitted  the  moment  they  can 
be  prepared.  I  despatch  this  hy  an  express  which  is  now 
waiting.  I  regret  to  report  that  a  party  of  dragoons,  sent 
out  by  mc  on  the  24lli  instant,  to  watch  the  cour.se  of  the 
river  above  on  this  bank,  became  engaged  with  a  very  large 
force  of  the  enemy,  and  aller  a  short  affair,  in  which  some 
sixteen  were  killed  and  wounded,  appear  to  have  been  sur- 
rounded and  compjlled  to  surrender.  Not  one  of  the  party 
has  returned,  except  a  wounded  man  sent  in  this  morning 
by  the  Mexican  commander,  so  that  I  cantmt  report  with 
confidence  the  particulars  of  the  engagement,  or  the  fate  of 
the  ofBeers,  except  that  Captain  Hardi;e  was  known  to  be  a 
prisoner,  and  unhurt.  Captain  Thornton,  and  Lieutenants 
M  ison  and  K  ine,  were  the  other  officers.  The  parly  was 
sixty-three  strong. 

"  Hostilities  may  now  be  considered  as  commenced,  and 
I  have  this  day  deemed  it  necessary  to  call  upon  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Texas  for  four  regiments  of  volunteers,  two  to  be 
mounted,  and  two  to  serve  as  foot.  As  some  delay  must 
occur  in  collecting  these  troops,  I  have  also  desired  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Louisiana  to  send  out  four  regiments  of  infantry 
as  soon  as  pr.acticalde.  This  will  constitute  an  auxiliary 
force  of  nearly  five  thousand  men,  which  will  be  required 
to  prosecute  the  war  with  energy,  and  carry  it,  as  it  should 
he.  into  the  enemy's  country.  I  trust  the  department  will  ap- 
prove my  course  in  this  matter,  iijid  will  give  the  necessary 
orders  to  the  staff  duipartnients  for  the  supply  of  tliis  large 
additional  force. 

"  If  a  law  could  be  passed,  authorizing  the  President  to 
raise  volunteers  for  twelve  months,  it  would  be  of^  the 
i:reateit  importance  for  a  service  so  remote  from  support  as 
this. 

"  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
"Z.  TAYLOK, 
"Brevt  Brie;.  Gen.  U.  S.  Jl.,  commanding. 

"  The  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army, 

"  H'Vs/iingfon,  D.  C." 

Mr.  R.  snid  he  had  quoted  this  letter  for  two 
pnr()oses  :  First,  to  show  that  General  Taylor, 
while  on  the  bank  of  tlie  Rio  Grande,  oppo.site 
Matamoros,  considered  hini.'self  sfi// in,  Texas.  He 
so  dates  hi.s  letter — distinctly  "  Texas."  Second, 
to  show,  that  inasmuch  as  hostilities  were  then 
commenced  by  Mexico,  the  war  should  be  prose- 
cuted with   "  cjtsr^iy,"  and  carried  into  the  "  EN- 


EMY'S COUNTRY."  Though  then  where  his 
affected  votaries  and  advocates  for  tlie  Presidency 
now  declare  was  already  in  the  "  enemy 's  country," 
he  did  not  so  think,  he  did  not  so  speak;  but  he  was 
in  favor  of  getting  over  there  without  delay. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  might  here  pause  again,  and  ask 
the  country  what  they  thought  of  the  consistency, 
the  political  honesty,  of  a  class  of  politicians  whose 
whole  artillery  was  levelled  at  Mr.  Polk,  because 
he  had,  in  obedience  to  General  Taylor's  own 
suggestions,  ordered  him  to  go  where  he  wanted  to 
go — where  he  expressed  so  strongly  the  opinion 
he  could  produce  such  a  "  powerful"  and  "  salu- 
tary" effect  by  going — yet,  at  the  same  time,  advo- 
cate this  general's  claims  for  the  Presidency,  for 
and  in  consideration  of  the  identical  acts  which  they 
declare  are  sufficient  to  authorize  the  impeachment 
of  Mr.  Polk?  Such  a  course  i.s,  however,  char- 
acteristic of  them  throughout  their  whole  history. 
It  is  worthy  of  them.  It  appears  to  be  the  last 
shot  in  their  locker.  They  have  been  struggling 
for  power  ever  since  I  recollect,  and  long  before; 
yet  they  have  succeeded  in  securing  but  one  sin- 
gle Congress  in  about  twenty  years — that  which 
came  into  power  in  1841 — and  we  all  know  what 
was  the  end  and  fate  of  that.  When  they  at- 
tempted to  put  their  principles  into  practice,  they 
at  once  became  so  odious,  that  they  were  swept 
out  of  power  by  an  overwhelming  torrent  of  indig- 
nation. Since  then,  they  have  sunk  the  old  issues; 
they  stand  upon  tliem  no  longer;  they  are  now 
attempting  to  get  into  power  by  taking  sides 
against  their  own  country  when  it  is  engaged  in  a 
foreign  war.  Who  doubts  the  issue,  let  them  rally 
under  vi'hnt  leader  they  may.? 

There  was  one  other  pretext  to  which  he  wished 
to  turn  the  attention  of  the  committee,  in  reference 
fo  the  commencement  of  this  war.  It  had  freqitent- 
ly  been  stated  here  and  elsewhere,  that  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  were  in  session  at  the 
time  this  order  was  given,  and  were  wholly  unap- 
prised of  it ;  that  they  were  taken  by  surprise. 
Let  them  see  how  much  truth  there  was  in  that 
statement.  On  the  1st  December,  1845,  some  time 
before  this  order  was  given,  and  six  months  befoi-e 
the  war  commenced,  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  his  annual  message,  told  Congress  : 

"The  moment  the  terms  of  annexation  offered  by  the 
United  States  were  accepted  by  Texas,  the  latter  became 
so  far  a  part  of  our  own  country  as  to  make  it  our  duty  to 
afford  such  protection  and  defence.  I  therefore  deemed  it 
proper,  as  a  precautionary  measure,  to  order  a  strong  squad- 
ron to  the  coast  of  Mexico,  and  to  concentra'.e  an  efficient 
military  force  on  the  western  frontier  of  Texas.  Our  army 
was  ordered  to  take  position  in  the  country  between  the 
Nueces  and  the  Del  Norte,  and  to  repel  any  invasion  of  the 
Texan  territory  which  might  be  attempted  hy  the  Mexican 
forces.  Our  squadron  in  the  Gulf  was  ordered  to  cooperate 
with  the  army." 

Now,  here,  in  his  annual  message  in  December, 
1845,  the  President  distinctly  told  Congress  that 
he  had  ordered  the  army  to  take  a  position  be- 
tween the  two  rivers,  and  repel  any  invasion  of 
the  Texan  territory.  But  still  more.  Mr.  Secre- 
tary Marcy,  in  his  report  of  the  same  dale,  said: 

"  The  ready  acceptance  on  the  part  of  Texas  of  the  terms 
of'annexation  proffered  by  this  Government  excited  the  ill- 
will  of  theGovernment  of  Mexico.  That  republic  menaced 
the  immediate  commencement  of  hostilities  against  the 
United  States,  and  set  on  loot,  as  it  was  said,  extensive 
preparations  to  invade  and  subjugate  Texas.  Pursuant  to 
your  directions,  an  army  of  occupation  was  assembled  in 
that  State,  and  Brigadier  General  Taylor  assigned  to  the 
command  of  it.  He  was  instructed  to  repel  Mexican  ag- 
gressions, and  protect  the  country  from  Indian  invasions  : 
to  regard  the  Rio  del  Norte  as  its  western  boundary;  ami 
to  select  a  position  for  his  forces  with  reference  to  this 
frontier;  but  to  leave  unmolested  Mexican  settlements, and 
also  mililary  posts,  should  there  he  any  such  posts  ■iin  the 
east  bank  of  that  river,  which 'were  in  the  occupation  of 
Mexican  forces  previously  to  the  period  when  Texas  assent- 
ed to  the  terms  of  annexation." 

Here  they  found  that  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 
his  annual  report  in  December,  1845,  reasserted 
the  fact  that  General  Taylor  was  sent  between 
these  rivers  and  ordered  to  protect  Texan  teri'i- 
tory  tip  to  the  Rio  del  Norte.  Yet  you  allege  (said 
Mr.  R.)  that  in  the  spring  of  1846  you  were  taken 
all  by  surprise. 

Still  more,  they  found  in  the  letter  of  the  com- 
manding general,  (General  Scott,)  accompanying 
the  President's  messageof  this  date,  the  following: 

"The  movements  of  troops  in  the  direction  of  Texas  have 
been  nuinerous.  Thcie  are  now  in  that  country  detach- 
ments froin  the  four  regiments  of  artillery,  the  whole  of  the 
'id  dragoons,  the  ;id,  4lh,  .'ith,  7ih  and  8th  regiments  of  in- 
fantry, which  (about  4,000  men)  compose  the  army  of  occu- 
pation, under  lirevet  llriL'adier  General  Taylor,  an  officer  of 
iiigh  merit.  Wliat  detachnicnts  he  may  have  made  from 
Corpud  Chriiti,  or  what  provisional  posts  occupied,  under 


t!ie  instructions  of  the  War  Department,  line  has  not  yet 
pennitted  us  to  learn.  But  from  his  known  character,  that 
of  his  general  stall',  commanders  of  corps,  officers  and  men, 
there  is  no  doubt  the  army  of  occupation  will  he  more  than 
sufficient  for  any  defensive  exigency  likely  to  occur  in  that 
quarter." 

They  saw  (said  Mr.  R.)  in  all  these  annua!  re- 
ports, in  reference  to  this  movement,  that  Con- 
gress was  fully  apprized  of  it.  It  was  known  what 
General  Taylor  was  doing  there,  where  he  was, 
how  far  his  instructions  went.  With  what  grace, 
then,  (he  asked,)  can  you  come  before  the  country 
in  1846,  in  the  month  of  May,  and  tell  them  you 
were  taken  by  surprise.'  that  you  had  never  read 
the  documents  laid  on  your  tables  for  the  very  pur- 
pose of  giving  information  on  this  subject.-' 

General  Taylor,  notwithstanding  he  was  or- 
dered to  take  up  his  line  of  march  as  early  as  Jan- 
uary, did  not  move  from  Corpus  Christi  until  the 
11th  March,  1846.  With  the  army  he  arrived  on 
the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande  on  the  28th  of  that 
month.  Now,  if  Mr.  Clay's  allegation  had  any- 
thing in  it  in  the  world — if  it  had  any  foundation, 
they  saw  how  far  he  had  missed  the  mark;  that 
was  to  say,  if  the  order  to  General  Taylor  to  go  to 
the  Rio  Grande,  or  his  actual  march  to  that  river 
had  any  influence  in  preventing  the  reception  of 
Mr.  Slidell,  he  (Mr.  Clay)  was  sixty  days  wide 
of  the  mark;  because,  notwithstanding  the  order 
was  given  the  13th  .January,  he  did  not  commence 
his  march  until  the  11th  of  March,  and  did  not  ar- 
rive at  the  Rio  Grande  until  the  28th  of  that  month. 
On  the  12th  April  General,  Ampudia  ordered  Gen- 
eral Taylor  to  withdraw.  On  the  24th,  General 
Arista  notified  General  Taylor  that  hostilities  had 
cominenced;  and  on  that  day  Ampudia  crossed 
over  the  river,  and  the  attack  was  made  on  Thorn- 
ton's command.  Here,  then,  the  first  gun  was 
fired,  the  first  blood  was  spilt,  by  order  of  Ampudia; 
not  by  order  of  Mr.  Polk  or  of  General  Taylor. 

He  would  not  pursue  this  subject  further.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say,  it  now  reached  Washington  that  our 
army  down  there  was  surrounded;  that  it  had  been 
attacked;  a  division  of  it  had  been  cut  off.  Con- 
gress moved  promptly,  and  passed  a  war-bill;  they 
placed  at  the  command  of  President  Polk  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  fifty  thousand  volunteei's,  thearmy 
and  navyand  militia,  and  told  liim  to  prosecute 
this  war  to  a  speedy  termination. 

Now,  he  asked  those  who  were  here  and  voted 
for  this  war  bill  then,  with  what  grace  they  could 
now  turn  round  and  declare  that  Mr.  Polk  was 
the  author  of  this  war.  Why  did  they  not  tell 
him  to  bring  back  our  army  within  our  rightful 
limits,  our  proper  jurisdiction .'  They  had  gone 
too  far.  For  the  purpose,  however,  of  bringing 
reproach  upon  a  Democratic  Administration,  of 
obtaining  a  pretence  wherewith  to  attack  the  De- 
mocracy, they  were  ready  to  acknowledge  that 
they  voted  a  lie. 

They  were  ready  to  stultify  themselves,  too,  by 
telling  the  country  they  knew  nothing  of  what 
was  in  the  President's  annual  messaeeand  accom- 
panying documents,  laid  on  their  tables  live  months 
before.  They  were  ready  to  calumniate  the  very 
acts  of  their  own  favorite  chieftain,  (General  Tay- 
lor.) And  in  relation  to  boundary,  they  repudiate 
the  established  and  hitherto  acknowledged  geog- 
raphy of  the  country,  its  political  history,  and 
even  trample  under  font  tlie  authority  of  their 
own  leaders,  most  of  whom  have  always  acknowl- 
edged the  Rio  Grande  to  be  the  true  boundary. 
They  do  more  still;  they  assign  as  a  cause  of  this 
war,  what  Mexico  herself  has  never  assigned  : 
she  says  she  is  fighting  about  Texas — Texas  to 
the  Sabine,  not  to  "the  Nueces. 

Congress  had  now  been  in  session  seven  week.<!; 
this  was  the  seventh  week  of  the  session.  So 
far  as  this  House  is  concerned,  those  of  us  on  this 
side  of  the  House  (said  Mr.  R.)  are  utterly  power- 
less in  respect  to  the  control  or  management  of 
business.  We  can  do  nothing.  Our  votes,  how- 
ever, have  shown  that  we  have  attempted  to  fur- 
ther the  pulilic  business — that  we  have  at  least  not 
attempted  to  retard  it.  We  have  voted,  day  after 
day,  to  refer  the  Piesident's  message,  that  the 
standing  committees  of  the  House  might  take  it, 
parcel  it  out,  and  bring  bills  forward  in  accordance 
with  or  against  its  recommendations,  as  they  see 
fit;  in  short,  that  we  might  go  to  work.  The  op- 
position, however,  who  had  the  power,  had  refused 
this,  and  the  message  was  not  yet  referred.  You 
told  the  countrv,  (c"onlinne(l  Mr.  R.,)  that  if  you 
got  the  power, 'yo"  would  stop  th  s  war;  that  it  is 
a  wicked,  unconstitutionul  one;   that  the  Demo- 
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cratic  party  ought  to  be  overthrown,  and  you  put 
in  power.  Well,  so  far  as  this  House  is  con- 
cerned, you  are  in  power.  What  have  you  done? 
Have  you  come  forward  with  a  single  tangible 
proposition  ?  Not  one.  On  tlie  contrary,  some  of 
you  have  voted  one  day  that  the  troops  ought  to  be 
withdrawn,  tliat  the  war  was  "  uimecessarily  and 
unconstitutionally  commenced  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States;"  yet  another  portion  of  you 
refuse  to  take  this  stand.  We  ask  you  to  come 
forward,  in  obedience,  if  you  please,  to  the  man- 
date of  Air.  Clay,  and  declare  what  you  think 
ought  to  be  the  objects  of  this  war.  We  do  not 
deny  you  the  right  to  make  this  declaration; 
whether  the  Pre.siilent  is  bound  to  obey  it,  is  an- 
other question.  Come  forward — declare  what  is 
your  object.  If  you  go  for  stopping  the  war,  for 
bringing  back  our  troops,  say  so.  The  result 
cannot  be  more  humiliating  to  the  pride  and  glory 
of  the  country  than  it  will  be  to  sit  still  and  do 
nothing.  You  are  bound,  according  to  your  prom- 
ises, to  do  something,  and  to  do  it  quickly.  As 
long  as  you  sit  here  refusing  supplies,  and  voting 
that  the  war  was  "  unnecessarily  and  unconstitu- 
tionally commenced  by  the  PresideiU,"  whatever 
may  be  your  iiuAives  lor  such  a  vote,  its  effect  is 
to  afford  "  aid  and  comfort"  to  the  enemy.  • 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Lincoln]  said 
this  was  the  first  time  he  had  ever  ventured  to  make 
such  a  declaration.  That  was  a  very  remarkable 
statement.  He  liad  never  ventured  to  tell  the  peo- 
ple of  Springfield  tlistrict,  Illinois,  when  election- 
eering for  his  seat,  that  the  war  was  unnecessary 
and  unconstitutional;  but  after  he  got  here  lie  could 
venture  to  declare  it  I  How  many  gentlemen  were 
in  a  like  predicament,  who  had  gotten  here  without 
committing  themselves  on  this  question,  perhaps 
the  subsequent  events  of  the  session  would  de- 
clare. The  country,  however,  looked  to  them  to 
take  their  position.  You  must  do  one  of  three 
things,  said  Mr.  R.  You  must  bring  your  army 
to  the  Nueces,  where  you  say  the  line  is;  you 
must  take  a  line  in  advance  of  that;  or  you  must 
go  on  and  piosecute  the  war,  according  to  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Which  course  you  will  take  you  ought  to  declare, 
and  declare  quickly.  If  our  soldiers  in  Mexico 
are  to  be  withdrawn,  and  no  more  supplies  are  to 
be  granted,  it  ought  to  be  known  as  quickly  as 
jios.sible,  in  order  that  the  Executive  may  conform 
to  the  emergencies  of  the  question.  If  it  is  to  be 
done,  instead  of  silting  here  day  by  day  and  ma- 
king charges  against  the  President,  you  should 
come  out  and  declare  it  boldly  before  the  country, 
and  acknowledge  our  disgrace  in  the  face  of  the 
civilized  world. 

Mr.  TUCK  then  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave 
way  to  a  motion  that  the  committee  rise;  which 
was  agreed  to,  and 

The  House  adjourned.  ^ 

IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  January  18,  1848. 
Mr.  NILES  presented  a  petition  from  R.Stokes, 
surviving  partner  of  the  firm  of  Stockton  &  Stokes, 
asking  compensation  for  services  in  carrying  the 
United  States  mail;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  from  settlers  and 
ccoupants  on  the  Tonawanda  reservations,  asking 
to  be  confirmed  in  their  titles;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  DIX  also  presented  a  petition  from  Edward 
Mills,  asking  to  be  restored  to  the  rights  and  bene- 
fits of  a  contract  made  with  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment for  carrying  the  mail  from  New  York  to 
Bremen,  wiiich  contract  was  transferred  without 
his  assent  to  the  Ocean  Steam  Navigation  Com- 
pany; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  OIHcc  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  YULEF£  presented  a  petition  from  the  pro- 
fessor-s  of  mathematics  of  the  navy,  askin<'-  an  in- 
creu.se  of  pay;  which  wa.s  reterred  to  tlie  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a  petition  from 
David  Williamson,  asking  to  be  com])cnsated  for 
the  benefits  which  the  Government  has  derived 
from  the  use  of  iiis  inventions. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  in  presenting  tiiis  petition, 
spoke  of  the  great  value  of  the  machineH,  and  the 
advantages  which  the  Government,  ns  well  as  the 
public  generally,  had  derived  from  these  ndmira- 
nle  inventions   of  the   petitioner.      It  was   true  he 


had  obtained  a  patent,  but  the  term  had  expired 
before  the  jietitioner  was  able  to  receive  any  pecu- 
niary advantage  from  it.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
machines  had  been  adopted  by  the  Government, 
and  all  the  leading  factories  throughout  the  coun- 
try; and  he  would  further  state,  that  machines  for 
steamboats  were  now  manufactured  at  one-half 
the  cost  of  the  labor  before  their  invention.  He 
understood  that  there  were  above  one  thousand  of 
these  machines  now  in  use  in  Cincinnati,  and  he 
had  been  informed  that  about  three  hundred  were 
in  use  at  the  different  United  States  arsenals.  The 
inventor  was  now  reduced  in  his  circumstances, 
and  was  well  entitled  to  some  compensation  for 
the  benefits  derived  from  his  efforts. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  CAMERON,  from   the  Committee  on  tlw 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  the 
charter  of  the  Provident  Association   of  Clerks; 
which  was  read  o  first  time. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Elizabeth  Jones  and  the  other  children,  if  any,  of 
John  Carr;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thompson  Hutchin- 
son; which  was  read  a  first  tiiue. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Hugh 
Munro  McLean;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.   BALDWIN,   from    the  same   committee, 
also  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  memorial   of  John   Stanert,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Conmiittec  on  Pensions. 
RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CASS,  it  was 

Resoh'cil,  That  the  Socrciaiy  of  the  Department  of  War 
fiirniph  the  Senate  with  the  report  iiiid  map  of  the  oxamiiia- 
tioii  of  New  Mexico,  made  by  Lieutenant  J.  AV.  Abert, 
Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers:,  attached  to  the  com- 
mand of  General  Kearny. 

Mr.  YULEE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  tlie  Senate  Uie  following  statements  : 

1st.  A  staU'inent  of  the  amount  of  all  revenues  received 
throu:;h  each  custom-house,  and  the  moneys  expended  at 
each  to  defray  tlu;  collection,  from  the  earliest  practicable 
period,  to  June  30,  1847,  classifying  the  receipts  and  ex- 
pcndiiuips  under  riiflerent  heads,  as  far  as  the  books  of  the 
department  will  permit. 

2(1.  A  statement  of  the  quantity  of  land  sold,  tlie  amount 
received  therefor,  how  paid,  and  the  expenses  of  collection 
in  each  land  district,  from  the  earliest  practicable  period,  to 
the  30th  of  June,  1847,  dividing  the  expenditures  under  tlie 
usual  dift'orcnt  heads. 

3d.  A  statement  of  the  whole  amount  of  revenue  received 
into  the  treasury  each  year  from  the  earliest  practicable  date 
to  June  30,  1847,  giving  the  source  from  whence  the  same 
were  derived. 

4th.  A  statement  of  the  expenditures  of  the  Government 
from  the  earliest  pracUcable  time  to  June  30, 1B47,  separating 
the  same  under  different  heads  of  expenditure,  as  far  as  can 
be  done  from  the  records. 

.5th.  A  statement  of  the  importations  and  exportations  of 
domestic  and  foreit^n  goods  in  American  and  foreign  vessels 
to  and  from  each  country  from  the  earliest  practicable  period 
to  .'illth  June,  1847. 

6lh.  A  statement  of  the  tonnage  of  each  district  and  State, 
and  of  the  losses  of  vessels,  from  the  earliest  practicable 
period  to  June  3U,  1847.  * 

7th.  A  statementof  the  American  tonnage  engaged  in  for- 
eign trade  and  in  the  coasting  trade  and  fisheries,  and  seamen 
employed,  and  of  foreign  tonnage  entered  and  cleared,  and 
the  number  of  their  crews  from  each  port  and  Slate,  from 
Ihe  earliest  practicable  period  to  June  30,  1847. 

8th.  A  statement  of  the  amount  of  moneys  received  on 
account  of  the  marine  hospital  fund  in  each  district  and 
State,  and  the  expenditures  of  tlio  same  places  from  the 
same  fund,  and  from  appropriations  each  year,  from  the 
earliest  praeti<'able  period  to  the  30tli  June,  1847. 

Jtc  it  further  ResoUctl,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
cause  the  said  statements  to  be  jirinti-d  and  bound  in  sepa- 
rate volumes,  under  direction  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury, 
and  that  live  hundred  extra  copies  be  printud  for  the  use  of 
Uie  Treasury  Department,  and  that  —  extra  copies  be  print- 
ed and  bound,  and  placed  in  the  Library  of  Congress  for 
the  use  of  the  members  of  both  Houses  and  the  committees 
thereof. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  lies  over  under  the  rule: 

Rcxohml,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  he  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  Senate  any  information  he 
may  possess  in  regard  to  the  extent  and  value  of  the  public 
domain,  if  any,  helnnging  to  the  Itepiiblic  of  IMexico;  and 
also  in  regard  to  the  power  of  that  Itepnblic,  nnder  tlic  fun- 
damental laws  thereof,  to  crvle  to  any  forc'ign  Government, 
vvlK'ther  monarchical  or  republican,  tile  sovereignty  and  do- 
minion over  any  of  the  members  of  that  confederacy  or  the 
people  thereof. 

Mr.  BAGBY  submitted  the  following,  which  he 
moved  to  have  printed,  giving  notice  at  the  same 
time  that  he  should  call  them  up  at  some  early 
date  for  the  purpose  of  having  a  direct  vote  on 
them: 

1.   lUsnlyeil,  Thiil  Ihe  Constilution  of  llic  I'nilcd  States 


is  a  compact  between  coequal  sovereigns,  by  which  tliey 
and  each  of  them  delegated  certain  specified  powers  to 
form  a  General  Government  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  com- 
mon parties  to  said  compact,  and  such  as  might  become  par- 
ties to  it. 

2  Resolfcd,  That  the  powers  not  thus  delegated  by  Ihe 
parties  to  said  compact  to  the  General  Government,  nor  any 
department  thereof,  remain  with  the  Stales  respectively,  or 
with  the  people. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales 
possesses  no  powers  except  such  as  are  expressly  granted  la 
it  by  the  Con>liluiion,  or  such  as  are  necessary  and  proper 
to  carry  the  granted  powers  into  efTect. 

4.  Rcsolced,  That  the  power  to  construct  roads,  cut  ca- 
nals, make  harbors,  or  improve  the  navigation  of  rivers,  in 
any  one  or  mote  of  tlie  States  or  Territories  of  this  Union, 
is  not  among  the  powers  exjiressly  granted  to  the  Gener.ri 
Government  by  the  (.'onslitutioii,iior  is  the  exercise  of  such 
a  power  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  any  of  the  granted 
powers  into  ettect. 

5.  Re'solvcd,  That  the  power  to  build  piers  and  docks, 
erect  buoys  and  light-houses,  and  improve  Ihe  harbors  on 
Ihe  lakes,  if  it  exists  at  all,  is  not  derived  from  the  power  to 
regulate  commerce,  but  from  the  power  to  provide  and  main- 
lain  a  navy. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
does  not  possess  the  power  to  create,  originate,  ordain,  es- 
tablish, or  carry  on  comnierce  between  or  among  th*^  ' 
States  of  the  [Tnion;  but  only  to  regulate  such  commerce  aa 
the  States  or  the  people  thereof  may  create,  originate,  or- 
dain, establish,  and  carry  on  between  or  among  themselves. 

7.  Resolved,  That  any  altempt  by  the  Genernl  Government, 
under  any  pretext  whatever,  to  construct  loads,  cut  canals, 
or  improve  the  navigation  of  any  river  within  the  limits  of 
any  one  or  more  of  the  States  of  the  L^nien,  or  within  any 
territory,  is  a  palpable  violation  of  the  Constitution  ;  and  if 
it  be  within  tlic  limits  of  a  Slate  or  Slates,  is  a  direct  and 
dangerous  encroachment  on  the  riglils  and  sovereignty 
thereof." 

Mr.  BAGBY  said  that  nothing  was  further  from 
his  intention  than  to  consume  any  portion  of  the 
time  of  the  Se>iate  at  present  in  discussing  the  res- 
olutions he  had  the  honor  to  submit,  or  any  other 
proposition  not  intended  to  be  followed  up  by  some 
act  of  practical  legislation.  He  had  an  aversion  to 
abstractions  generally.  He  could  not  be  mistaken, 
however,  in  svtpposing  that  these  resolutions  re- 
lated to  and  embraced  subjects  of  vast  and  moment- 
ous importance  to  the  people  of  the  United  States; 
and  he  should,  as  soon  as  the  measures  for  the 
continued  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  were 
disposed  of,  ask  the  deliberate  action  of  the  Senate 
upon  them.  At  present,  he  moved  that  they  lie 
upon  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  ob- 
tained leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  make  attachments 
which  are  made  under  process  issuing  from  the 
courts  of  the  United  States  conform  to  the  laws 
regulating  such  attachments  in  the  courts  of  the 
States;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  following  are  the  provisions  of  the  bill  as  it 
passed : 

Be  it  enacted,  fi'c.,  That  whenever,  upon  process  institu- 
ted in  any  of  the  courts  of  the  United  Stales,  properly  has 
been  or  shall  be  attached  to  satisfy  such  judgment  as  may  be 
recovered  by  the  plaintitT  in  such  process,  and  any  contin- 
gency occurs  by  which,  according  to  the  laws  of  a  State, 
such  atlaclimenl  would  be  dissolved  upon  like  process  pend- 
ing in  or  returnable  to  the  State  courts,  Uien  such  attach- 
ment or  altachments  made  upon  pioce-s  issuing  from  or 
pending  in  tlic  courts  of  the  United  Slates  within  such  Slate 
shall  be  dissolved,  Ihe  intent  or  mraiiing  of  this  act  being  to 
place  sncli  attachments  in  the  courts  of  the  Stales  and  tha 
United  States  upon  the  saiiie  fooling. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  As  I  stated  yesterday,  this 
bill  was  before  the  Senate  lust  year  and  passed 
without  objection.  I  will  state  its  object,  sir,  very 
shortly;  ;uid  if  no  Senator  should  object  to  it  now, 
I  hope  it  will  go  throutrh  the  forms  of  legislation 
without  being  again  referred  to  the  committee; 
and  I  wish  particularly  to  draw  the  attention  of  the 
gentleman  who  is  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary.  There  are,  in  the  courts  of  the 
New  England  States,  processes  called  attachments, 
which  are  levied  upon  the  property  of  the  defend- 
ant in  the  suit.  Various  laws,  at  different  limes, 
have  been  passed  by  the  States  to  palliate  what 
seeirs  to  be  tlie  severity  and  injustice  of  the  old 
long-continued  modes  of  practice.  By  a  law  pass- 
ed in  1794,  process  in  tlie  courts  of  the  United 
Statas  was  made  dependent  u)ion  processes  in  State 
courts,  as  they  then  stood.  In  the  course  of  legis- 
lation it  has  been  found  quite  necessary  for  the 
purposes  of  justice  to  alter  and  modify  these  pro- 
cesses. I'ul  the  law  of  Congress  does  not  follow 
these  modifications,  and  my  object  now  is  to  ren- 
der the  proceedings  upon  process  issued  out  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  confiumable  to  the 
practice  of  the  Stale  courts  in  the  same  States. 
The  object  is  so  plain  thai,  without  detaining  the 
Senate  further  unless  some  gentleman  wishes  fur- 
ther explanation,  I  should  be  glad  if  the  bill  would 
be  permilted  lo  be  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
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Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  would  ask  if  this  is  the  same 
bill  that  was  before  the  Senate  last  year.' 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  Exactly  the  same,  word  for 
word. 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  This  bill  received  the  unani- 
mous concurrence  of  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, from  which  it  was  reported  without  an 
amendment.  The  committee,  however,  is  now 
somewhat  differently  constituted  from  what  it  wa.3 
then. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed; 
THE  SUBJUGATION  OF  MEXICO,   ETC. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  followino; 
resolution,  submitted  on  the  13th  instant  by  Mr. 
Mangum: 

ResDloeil,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  lay  before  the  Senate  alf  the  plans,  estimates,  and 
calculations  pres(Miled  by  General  Scott,  as  in  his  opinion 
best  adaptt!d  to  attain  the  objects  of  the  war;  and  liis  opin- 
kui  toucliing  tlie  military  means  necessary  to  acconjplish  the 
objects  of  our  Giwernnient  in  any  and  all  the  altcmativo 
views  that  have  been  cnjisidered  by  the  Executive  or  sug- 
gested by  General  Scott  to  bring  the  war  with  Mexico  to  a 
close,  if  not  inconsistent,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President, 
witli  the  public  service. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said:  The  resolution,  as  at  first 
introduced,  contained  the  usual  clause,  "if  it  be 
Rotincompatible  with  thepublicinterests,"  because 
it  is  regarded  as  due  to  official  decorum,  when  a 
matter  is  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  in  open  ses- 
sion. The  resolution,  as  now  modified,  leaves  it 
to  the  discretion  of  the  President  to  lay  the  infor- 
mation before  the  Senate,  either  confidentially  or 
otherwise.  It  becomes  necessary,  therefore,  to 
strike  out  the  latter  part  of  the  resolution  as  it 
originally  stood,  because  I  do  not  i-ecognize  any 
riglit  in  the  President  to  withhold  from  this  body 
any  information  that  may  be  necessary  to  bring 
tliem  to  a  correct  determination.  I  think,  sir,  that 
Under  our  system  we  are  entitled  to  all  the  infor- 
mation which  pertains  to  the  official  discharge  of 
our  duties. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  discuss 
this  resolution;  but  I  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that 
calling  upon  the  President  for  the  plan  of  a  cam- 
paign recommended  by  the  commanding  general 
seems  to  me  to  be  wholly  without  example.  And 
I  believe,  sir,  that  the  view  which  I  entertain  in 
relation  to  it  is  also  entertained  by  many  gentlemen 
here. 

Mr.  S.  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  MANGUM  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered;  and  being  taken,  resulted  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atherton,  Bagby,  Brad- 
bury, Butler,  Cameron,  Cass,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dickin- 
son, DiXjDouslas,  Downs, Felch,  Hannegan,  Hunter,  Lewis, 
Moor,  Sevier,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  and  Yulee — 22. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Berrien,  Bright, 
Calhoun,  Clarke,  Dayton,  Greene,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
Mangum,  Miller,  Niles,  Pearce,  Plielps,  Rusk,  Spruance, 
Underwood,  Upham,  and  Webster — 20. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  were  subse- 
quently read  a  third  time  and  passed: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Miledge  Galphin,  ad- 
ministrator of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  George 
Galphin,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Talbot  and 
others. 

THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order,  being  the  bill  to  raise  an  ad- 
ditional military  force  for  a  limited  period;  when — 

Mr.  BADGER  addressed  the  Senate  at  length 
in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  to  the  views  of  the 
Executive,  in  relation  to  the  war  with  Mexico. 

[At  Mr.  B's  request,  no  report  of  his  remarks 
is  published  in  the  CongressidVial  Globe.  His 
speech,  prepared  by  himself,  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix.] 

Mr.  FOOTE  then  signified  his  intention  of  ad- 
dressing the  Senate  upon  the  bill  before  them;  but 
as  the  hour  of  adjournment  had  arrived, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,. /a?tMar)/  19, 1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read  and 
approved — 

The  SPEAKER  proceeded  to  call  the  commit- 
tees for  reports. 


Mr.  CROWELL.from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Converse. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  DANIEL,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of  William  B. 
Norris.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  from  the 
same  committee,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of  A.  H.  Hughes.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GAYLE,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House,  moved  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
read  and  agreed  to  : 

Rusohcd,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  requested  to 
eonnnunicate  to  this  House  a  copy  of  any  instructions  he  may 
have  given  to  the  postmaster  at  Mobile,  in  relation  to  the 
postage  to  be  cliurged  on  steamboats  not  in  the  employ  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
".An  act  to  reorganize  the  General  Land  Office,'' 
approved  July  4,  1836;  which  was  read  three 
times,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  the  following  res- 
olutions; which  vi^fb  read  and  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  (he  Conmiittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  discliarged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  pe- 
tition ofLandon  G.  Chambers,  of  Virginia,  asking  to  have 
refunded  to  him  certain  money  lost  in  its  passage  through 
tlie  mail. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  he  discharged  from  any  furtlier  consideration  of  the 
subject  to  them  referred  relating  to  the  sending  of  letters  and 
newspapers  free  of  postage  to  those  engaged  in  the  navy  of 
t)ie  United  States,  in  the  Gulf  squadron,  or  off"  the  coast  of 
Mexico,  the  same«l)eing  already  provided  for  by  law. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Puller  and 
Orlando  Salfmarsh.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Geoi'ge  R. 
Smith.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  MEADE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  J. 
H.  Overstreet  and  George  B.  Didlake.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  BOTTS,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affaii-s,  to  which  was  referred  the  Senate  bill  to 
provide  clothing  for  volunteers  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment;  and  thereupon  it  was  read  a  third 
time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BURT,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
bills  for  relief  of  Bennet  M.Dell;  to  increase  the 
efficiency  of  the  regiments  and  corps  of  the  army, 
and  to  provide  for  disabled  and  infirm  officers;  and 
to  found  a  military  asylum  for  the  relief  and  sup- 
port of  invalid  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States  ;  which  several  bills  were  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  McILVAINE,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  David  Robb.     Laid  on  the  table. 

'  Mr.  GRINNELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, (o  which  was  referred  the  bill  of  the  Senate 
concerning  certain  collection  districts,  and  for  other 
purposes,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House 
without  amendment;  and  it  was  then  read  a  third 
time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  bills  from  the 
Senate  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson;  providing 
for  the  payment  of  the  claim  of  Walter  R.  John- 
son against  the  United  States;  and  a  bill  making 
additional  appropriation  for  the  dry  dock  at  the 
Brooklyn  navy-yard  ;  reported  the  same  back  to 
the  House  without  amendment.  The  bills  were 
committed. 

Mr.  LEVIN,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year 
ending  the  30th  day  of  June,  1848,"  approved 
March  3,  1847.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  STANTON,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  forward  war- 
rant officers  in  the  navy.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  TUCJC,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  H.  D.  Johnson.  Read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  by  unanimous  consent, 
moved  the  following  preamble  and  resolution; 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Whereas  Francis  Harper  died  on  the  18th  of  March,  18,37, 
after  his  election  from  the  3d  districtof  Pennsylvania  to  be  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States, 


and  his  death  was  oniiltrd  to   be   announced  to  the  House 
as  usual  during  the  2.5fh  Congress  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  cause  the  usual  monument  to  be 
erected  in  the  Congressional  burying-ground  to  the  memory 
of  the  said  Francis  Harper. 

Mr.  LAWRENCE,  of  New  York,  from  the 
Committee  on  Pv.evolutionary  Pensions,  reported 
bills  for  the  relief  of  John  Manly,  and  for  the  relief 
of  Sarah  Stokes;  which  were  read  and  commiied. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  an  adverse  re- 
port upon  the  petition  of  T.  Campbell.  Laid  on 
the  table, 

Mr.  DONNELL,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Esther  Russell.  Read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  FULll^N,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition 
of  Wm.  B.  Edwards.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FARRELLY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pat- 
ents, reported  a  bill  to  promote  the  progress  of  the 
useful  arts;  which  was  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  HENLEY,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Nock.  Laid  on  the  table. 
'Mr.  PIOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  reported 
a  bill  to  pay  James  Crutchett  S|,2,000  for  lighting 
the  Capitol  and  Capitol  grounds;  which  was  read, 
and,  after  a  short  debate,  committed. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  of 
the  Senate  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to  regulate  the  exercise  of  the  appellate  juris- 
diction of  the  Supreme  Court  in  certaiti  cases,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment.  The  amendment  was  read,  and  the 
bill  informally  laid  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  not 
to  exceed  the  sum  of  eighteen  millions  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars;  which  was  read,  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  McKAY  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow  he 
would,  on  the  part  of  the  minority  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  report  a  substitute  for 
the  bill  just  reported  by  Mr.  Vinton. 

president's  MESSAGE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BRODHEAD,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
J.  R.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  chair,) 
on  the  President's  annual  message  and  the  resolu- 
tions referring  the  same  to  appropriate  commit- 
tees. 

Mr.  TUCK  rose  and  said  that  he  was  glad,  in 
view  of  the  important  questions  pending  before 
the  country,  and  in  regard  to  the  critical  condition 
of  the  country  at  the  present  time,  that  the  effort 
which  had  been  made  to  close  debate  on  the  mo- 
tion to  refer  the  President's  message  had  not  been 
successful.  He  believed  when  the  attempt  was 
made,  and  he  still  believed,  that  more  time  might 
be  profitably  occupied  in  discussing  the  important 
topics  contained  in  that  message;  and  he  felt  that 
it  was  somewhat  unreasonable  in  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Robinson]  to  ask  that  debate 
should  be  closed,  when  he  had  consumed  about 
one-eighth  of  all  the  time  which  had  been  given  to 
the  consideration  of  this  document.  He  was  the 
more  surprised,  because  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana, [Mr.  R.,]  who  was  so  able  a  defender  of  the 
Pi-esident — as  able  as  any  honest  man  could  desire 
to  have — had  failed,  like  all  his  associates,  to  give 
to  this  House  and  to  the  country  any  information 
respecting  the  amount  of  patriotism  or  foi'esight 
possessed  by  the  President  when  he  admitted  San- 
ta Anna  and  his  troop  of  powerful  friends  into 
Mexico.  He  had  expected  that,  before  disposing 
of  the  President's  message,  the  people  of  the  LTni- 
ted  States  would  have  been  able,  to  obtain  some 
light  on  that  subject.  The  "  pass"  given  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  Santa  Anna  and 
some  thirty  or  forty  of  the  most  intelligent  Mexi- 
cans in  his  train,  to  him,  most  assuredly,  looked 
like  giving  "aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy," 
if  it  were  not  indeed  the  creation  of  an  enemy; 
and  if  it  were  in  the  power  of  the  fricntls  of 
the  President  on  this  floor  to  give  the  inform- 
ation which  was  so  loudly  demanded  by  the 
country,  and  show  that  it  was  an  act  that  could 
be  deemed  either  patriotic  or  prudent,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  given  before  this  debate  came  to  a 
close.  It  had  been  said  that  the  delay  which 
had  been  attributed  to  this  body  was  a  giving  of 
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"  aid  nnd  comfort  to  the  enemy  ;"  but  it  should  not 
be  foisolten  that  this  House  ha()  aheady  appro- 
priated one  million  of  dollars  to  supply  the  wants 
of  the  army.  Could  not  this  House,  then,  now 
take  hreatli  and  deliberate?  Or  was  it  required 
that  they  should  daily  appropriate  a  million  of 
dollars,  under  the  penalty  of  being:  deemed  "  aid- 
ers and  comforters  of  the  enemy"  if  they  hesitated 
to  yield  to  such  exorbitant  demands?  He  hoped 
not.  He  knew  not  how  it  was  out  West;  hut  on 
listening  to  the  speeches  delivered  on  this  floor,  by 
which  there  had  been  so  many  impeachments  of 
th6  motives  not  only  of  the  citizens  of  this  coun- 
try, but  of  the  members  of  this  House,  who  chose 
to  express  their  own  honest  and  deliberate  opin- 
ions in  relation  to  this  war,  and  the  circumstances 
bj'  which  it  was  attended,  he  could  no  fail  to  re- 
member a  rule,  which  was  of  universal  application 
in  his  section  of  the  country,  to  this  effect:  that 
they  who  were  the  most  ready  to  impute  improper 
motives  to  others,  were  the  most  likely  to  be  oper- 
ated upon  by  corrupt  influences  themselves.  He 
was  satisfied,  however,  by  his  knowledg^e  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  that  this  rule  was  not  of 
universal  application  in  the  western  country. 

He  should  now  proceed  hastily — and  more  his 
allotted  lime  would  not  permit — to  submil  his 
views  in  relation  to  tlie  subjects  which  had  been 
embraced  in  the  discussion  of  the  message  of  the 
Executive.  And,  first,  he  proposed  to  examine 
the  remote  causes  of  the  Mexican  war.  It  could 
not  fail  to  be  discovered  that  the  subject  of  Amer- 
ican slaver'y  had  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
whole  country,  and  he  proposed,  in  examining 
that  part  of  the  subject  which  relates  to  the  causes 
of  the  Mexican  war,  to  examine  the  connection 
therewith  of  the  subject  of  American  slavery.  It 
would  not  be  necessary  to  detain  the  committee 
with  a  reference  at  any  great  length  to  the  acts 
which  preceded  the  annexation  of  Texas;  but,  in 
inquiring  into  the  cause  of  the  present  excitement 
in  relation  to  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  the  re- 
mote causes  of  the  present  war,  it  should  be  re- 
membeied,  that  after  Mexico  became  independent 
of  Spain,  in  1827,  she  abolished  slavery  in  all  the 
Mexican  dominions.  That  was  in  1829;  hut,  sub- 
sequently, the  Texans  refused  to  recognize  the 
Mexican  decree  against  slavery,  and  they  held 
their  slaves  in  opposition  to  the  laws  of  Mexico. 
It  became  evident  that  a  crisis  must  soon  come,  and 
the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  was  to  determine  their 
right  to  hold  slaves  in  opposition  to  the  lajvs  of 
the  country  of  which  Texas  had  formed  a  part. 
The  result  was  well  known;  audit  was  also  known 
that  the  aimexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States 
soon  became  the  subject  of  anxious  consideration, 
in  which  our  fellow-citizens  all  over  the  Union  felt 
deeply  interested,  and  arrayed  themselves  on  the 
one  side  or  the  other.  To  the  praise  of  the  De- 
mocracy of  the  North  be  it  said,  and  of  the  New 
Hamiishire  Democracy  in  particular,  there  was  a 
strong  opposition  to  that  scheme.  They  spoke  out 
their  sentiments  in  denunciation  of  it;  and,  to  use 
their  own  language,  it  was  viewed  by  thein  as  "a 
scheme  black  as  ink,  and  as  dark  as  hell." 

He  would  not  occupy  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee by  reading  extracts  from  the  New  England 
newspapers  which  were  entitled  to  speak  for  the 
Democracy  of  tlie  Noith.  Sntfice  it  to  say,  that 
they  warmly  opposed  the  scheme  of  annexation  ; 
but  ns  soon  as  it  became  incorporated  into  the 
Democratic  creed — as  soon  as  it  became  an  article 
of  faith  of  the  Democratic  party — the  Democracy 
of  the  North — the  Democracy  of  New  Hampshire 
— were  called  upon  to  turn  right  about.  Not  to 
turn  nijout  without  reason,  but  against  rea.son — 
against  the  convictions  of  their  best  judgment  and 
the  promptings  of  conscience.  It  had  been  said 
that  this  matter  had  been  accomplished  by  northern 
men  with  southern  principles;  but  to  this  he  would 
not  subscribe.  It  was  done  by  northern  men  with 
no  principles  at  all — by  that  class  of  men  that  had 
ever  been  a  ciu-se  to  this  country  since  the  organi- 
zation of  our  Government.  It  was  not  by  Nouthern 
men  in  the  Noiih,  for  such  w;is  their  confidence  in 
the  North  in  the  soundness  of  their  principles,  that 
if  southern  men  had  been  amongst  lliem,  they 
would  assuredly  have  been  converted  in  a  short 
lime. 

In  the  investigation  of  the  causes  of  the  nre.3ent 
excitement  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  for  tiic  pur- 
pose of  understanding  the  character  of  this  war, 
lie  jnop  >sed  to  read  some  extracts  which  he  be- 
lieved would  demonstrate  the  purpose  of  Texan 


annexation.  He  would  not  delay  the  committee 
by  reading  these  extracts,  if  he  were  not  deeply 
impressed  with  the  fact  that  this  was  a  material 
point.  Nor  should  it  be  forgotten  that  the  men 
from  whose  correspondence  lie  was  about  to  read 
were  men  who,  from  the  position  in  which  they 
had  been  placed,  were  authorized  to  speak  for  the 
country,  and  that  their  opinions  became  a  part  of 
the  documentary  history  of  the  country,  and  pre- 
cedents for  ourselves  and  our  posterity  in  all  future 
time. 

The  first  extract  with  which  he  would  trouble 
the  committee  was  from  a  letter  written  by  Mr. 
Upshur,  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  to  Mr.  Murjihy, 
Ciiarge  to  Texas,  it  was  dated  Washington, 
August  8,  1843.  Speaking  of  a  proposition  to 
abolish  slavery  in  Texas,  Mr.  Upshur  wrote  as 
follows: 

"  A  iiinveineiit  of  this  sort  cainiot  be  conteniplatpri  liy  us 
ill  sileiic-e.  Such  nii  altenipt  upon  any  nej^jhtxiiing  cuuiitiy 
would  necessarily  he  viewed  by  tliis  Govoininent  with  very 
deep  concern;  but  wlien  it  is  iiiadt;  upon  a  nation  whose 
territories  join  the  slavelnilding  States  of  our  L'nion,  it 
awakens  a  still  more  solemn  interest.  Jtcannot  be  permit- 
ted to  succeed  without  tlie  iiio<t  strenuous  etlorts  on  our 
part  to  arrest  a  calamity  so  serious  to  every  part  of  our 
country. 

"  If  such  an  attempt  were  confined  to  the  '.'Vbolitionists 
of  Texas,'  it  would  scarcely  merit  grave  con-ideration. 
Their  numbers,  it  is  believed,  are  very  small;  and  thv  state 
of  public  opinion  in  that  country  is  by  no  means  favorable 
to  the  success  of  their  enterprise." 

Again : 

"  But  there  is  another  view  of  this  subject  still  inore  im- 
portant to  us,  and  scarcely  less  important  to  Te.xas  herself. 
The  establishment  iu  the  very  midst  of  our  slaveholiling 
States  of  an  independent  Government,  forbidding  the  exist- 
ence of  slavery,  and  by  a  people  born,' for  the  most  part 
among  us,  reared  up  in  our  habits,  and  speaking  our  lan- 
guage, could  not  fail  to  produce  tlie  most  unhappy  tft'ects 
upoTi  both  parties.  If  Texas  were  in  that  condition,  tier 
territory  would  afford  a  ready  refuge  for  the  fugitive  slaves 
of  Louisiana  and  .Vrkansas,  and  would  hold  out  to  them  an 
encouragement  to  run  away  which  no  municipal  regulations 
of  tlio»e  States  eonld  iio.-sibly  counteract.  Even  if  this 
Government  should  interpose  for  the  protection  of  tlie 
slaveholder,  it  would  lie  very  difficult  so  to  arrange  the  sub- 
ject as  to  avoid  disputes  and  collisions.  The  gtates  imme- 
diately interested  would  be  nio;.t  likely  to  take  the  subject 
into  their  own  hands.  They  would  perceive  that  there 
could  not  be  any  security  for  that  species  of  pioperty,  if  the 
mere  crossing  of  a  geographical  line  could  give  freedom  to 
the  slave;  they  would  perceive  that  the  protection  thus 
offered  to  the  slave  would  remove  from  his  mind  that  dread 
of  consequences  which  restrains  hi  in  from  the  commission 
of  the  worst  crimes  ;  they  would  fef  I  that  the  safety  of  them- 
selves and  their  families  was  endangered;  they  would  live 
in  continual  uneasiness  and  alarm,  and  iu  the  constant  ex- 
ercise of  a  painful  and  harassing  watchfulness." 

Having  read  these  and  some  other  extracts  of 
the  same  character  from  the  same  letter,  which  is 
found  in  Senate  document  No.  341  of  the  1st  ses- 
sion of  the  28th  Congress,  he  proceeded  to  read 
also  from  a  letter  published  in  the  same  document, 
written  by  Mr.  Murphy  to  Mr.  Upshur,  on  the 
24th  of  September,  1843,  from  Galveston.  Mr. 
Murphy,  after  slating  that — 

"  The  constitution  of  Texas  secures  to  the  master  the 
perpetual  right  to  his  sl.ave,  and  prohibits  the  introduction  of 
slaves  into  Texas  from  any  other  quartet  than  the  United 
States ;"  adds— 

"  If  the  United  States  preserves  and  secures  to  Texas  the 
possession  of  her  constitution  and  present  form  of  govern- 
ment, then  we  have  gained  all  that  we  can  desire,  and  also 
all  that  Texas  asks  or  wishes." 

Again : 

"  Seeing  that  this  surrender  of  sovereignty  by  Texas  to 
Mexico  at  once  liberates  all  the  slaves  in  Texas,  and  that 
England  thereby  gains  all  she  wants,  and  more  than  she 
ever  expected,  can  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
longer  doubt  what  to  do."' 

Mr.  Murphy  wrote  to  Mr.  Upshur  that  Eng- 
land desired  to  procure  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
Texas.  To  this  fact  he  begged  to  call  particular 
attention.  There  was  no  apprehension  of  any  in- 
terference frotn  England,  except  to  promote  the 
abolition  of  slavery.  On  this  subject  Mr.  Mur- 
phy says,  in  his  letter  of  the  23d  September,  1843: 

"  England  is  anxious  to  get  rid  of  the  constitution  of  Tex- 
as, because  it  secures  in  the  most  nervous  and  clear  lan- 
guage the  rights  of  the  master  to  his  slave,  and  it  also  pro- 
hiliits  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  Texas  from  any  other 
nation  or  quarter  than  the  United  States." 

And  in  his  letter  of  the  28th  September,  1843, 
Mr.  Upshur  says  : 

"  The  movements  of  Great  Britain  with  respect  to  African 
slavery  have  at  length  assumed  a  character  which  demands 
th<!  serious  attention  of  this  Government.  So  long  as  we 
were  permitted  to  believe  that  the  r  ffort  to  abolish  slavery 
was  confined  to  private  indiviiluals,  actuated  by  a  S(uise  of 
justice  or  a  feeling  of  philanthro|iy,  we  were  content  to  leave 
the  issue  to  the  enlni  reason  of  our  own  people,  and  the 
cuarantee  of  our  (,'on!<titulion  an<l  laws.  yVsadomestic  ques- 
tion, the  Govi  rnment  does  not  possiws,  and,  it  is  presumed, 
will  never  attempt  to  exercise  any  authority  over  it.    But  it 


now  wears  a  different  .aspect,  and  presents  itself  in  a  much 
more  formidable  attitude."  »  *  *  * 

"  'I'iie  States  in  which  slavery  exists  would  have  good 
reason  to  appiehend  the  worst  consequences  from  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  foreign  non-slaveliolding  State  upon  their  im- 
mediate borders." 

Of  Mr.  Murphy,  and  the  gentleman  to  whom  he 
wrote,  he  would  say  but  little,  as  they  had  both 
gorie  to  that  bourne  from  whence  there  was  no  re- 
turn. He  was  an  ardent  and  subservient  agent  to 
the  prime  movers  in  this  matter,  and  his  letters 
indicated  an  obsequiousness  to  them  which  would 
ally  him  to  our  northern  doughfaces,  as  would  ap- 
pear from  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  la 
Mr.  Upshur,  which  he  wrote  in  reference  to  what 
he  called  "  growing  fanaticism,  and  the  evils  it 
was  likelj'  to  bring  upon  my  country:" 

"  The  eloquent  manner  in  which  you  have  portr.aycd  those 
evils  has  deepened  those  impressions;  and,  added  to  the 
darkshaded  picture  which  you  have  so  justly  drawn,  the 
present  prospect  which  England  has  of  possessing  herself  in 
jiart  or  in  whole  of  the  province  of  Texa-,  giving  her  the  op- 
portunity and  advantage  to  work  her  own  will  in  regard  tO' 
abolition,  I  fed  a  whirlwind  of  emotion  in  my  bosom  which  I 
will  not  attempt  to  describe.  Let  the  Government  of  the 
United  Stales  take  some  immediate  quickstep  on  this  sub- 
ject. You  have  in  this  correspondence  enough  to  justify 
immediate  and  prompt  action. 

"  I'ardon  me  if  t  am  solicitous  on  this  subject.  I  feel  the 
deep  interest  at  stake.  Our  whole  southern  interests  are 
involved  in  this  negotiation,  and  witli  it  the  interests  of  the 
Union  itself.  The  great  blow  to  our  civil  institutions  is  to 
be  struck  here,  and  it  will  be  a  faial  blow  if  not  timely  ar- 
rested." 

This  gentleman,  it  would  be  seen,  was  both  im- 
pulsive and  patriotic,  but  it  was  a  patriotism  with 
prospective  rewards.  If  such  gentlemen  were 
called  to  be  patriotic  when  sacrifices  were  to  be 
made,  the  call  would  be  answered  by  an  echo  only. 
"  You  may  call  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep,"  but 
will  they  come?  No;  these  gentlemen  were  patriots 
when  the  temptation  was  reward.  But  to  proceed: 
Mr.  Upshur,  in  his  letter  of  the  22d  September, 
1843,  in  which  he  expresses  great  anxiety  that  the 
people  of  Texas  should  understand  how  solicitous 
this  Government  was  for  her  interests,  says: 

"  So  far  as  this  Government  is  concerned,  it  has  every  de- 
sire to  come  to  the  aid  of  Texas  in  the  most  prompt  and  ef- 
fectual manner.  How  far  we  shall  be  supported  by  the 
people,  I  regret  to  say,  is  somewhat  doubtful.  There  is  no 
reason  to  fear  that  there  will  be  any  difference  of  opinion 
among  the  people  of  the  slaveliolding  States  ;  and  there  is 
a  large  number  in  the  non-slaveholding  States  with  views 
sufficiently  liberal  to  embrace  a  policy  alisoliitely  necessary 
to  the  salvation  of  the  South,  although,  in  some  respects, 
objectionable  to  themselves." 

This  language  was  not  to  be  mistaken;  but 
whether  the  people  of  the  North  could  be  brought 
to  sustain  measures  such  as  those  indicated,  he 
was  not  prepared  to  admit.  Politicians,  whose 
sympathies  could  be  influenced  by  rewards,  must 
be  separated  from  the  people.  In  relation  to  that 
class  of  men,^that  eccentric  statesman  of  Roanoke 
was  right  when,  in  1820,  he  said:  "  You  northern 
doughfaces!  we  have  bought  you  once,  and  when 
we  want  you,  we  can  buy  you  again  dog-cheap.*^ 

It  was  such  men  who,  a  few  years  ago,  elicited 
the  remark  that  the  Democracy  of  the  North  would 
stand  anything — men  who  were  self-constituted 
leaders.  The  people,  however,  in  contradistinc- 
tion to  their  small  squad  of  leaders,  were  faithful 
and  true,  and  they  will  submit  to  nothing  that  is 
not  in  accordance  with  the  convictions  of  their  con- 
science and  their  best  understanding. 

Need  he  go  further  to  prove  that  the  whole 
scheme  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  was  accom- 
plished for  the  purpose  of  building  up  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery  ?     In  this  letter  Mr.  Upshur  says: 

"The  Slates  in  which  slavery  exists  would  have  good 
reason  to  a|)pr<'hend  the  worst  consequences  from  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  foreign  non-slavelioUiing  State  upon  their 
immediate  borders." 

But  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Everett,  of  the  28th  Sep- 
tember, 1843,  he  says: 

"  Although  the  first  and  most  disastrous  efleets  of  such  a 
state  of  things  would  be  felt  in  the  slaveliolding  Slates,  they 
would  extend  to  and  embrace  important  interests  in  every 
other  part  of  the  country.  We  must  contenipiate  it,  there- 
fore, as  a  national  question,  and  endeavor  to  ascertain  its. 
bearing  upon  the  United  States,  ns  such,  nnd  upon  the  sev- 
eral portions  of  the  United  States.  It  is  worthy  also  of 
eonsideralion  as  a  measure  of  humanity,  with  reference  to. 
the  slaves  themselves." 

There  was  no  denying  then  that  it  was  all  sla- 
very, though  Mr.  Upshur  here  thought  proper  to 
claim  that  humanity  to  the  slave  was  mixed  up 
with  it. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  would,  in  two  remaining  ex- 
tracts, call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  a  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution  which  might  well 
occasion  alarm,  not  to  the  North  only,  but  to  the 
whole  country.     It  was  a  novelty  in  constitutional 
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analysis  which,  if  true,  pledged  this  Government, 
now  and  forever,  to  the  protection  and  propaga- 
tion of  slavery.  He  called  attention  to  this  con- 
struction, as  being  a  very  essential  an^  proper 
causa  of  the  anxieties  of  the  people  in  respect  to 
slavery. 

In  the  same  letter,  last  quoted  from  Mr.  Upshur, 
he  goes  on  to  say: 

"Although  those  non-slaveholdins;  States  are  as  much 
opposed  to  the  institution  as  England  herself,  j'et  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  lays  them  under  ohligations 
in  regard  to  it,  which,  if  duly  respected,  would  secure  the 
riglits  of  the  slaveholder." 

Mr.  Calhoun,  Secretaiy  of  State,  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Pakenham,  under  date  of  April  18,  1844,  in 
regard  to  Texan  annexation  and  slavery,  says  : 

"  It  is  with  still  deeper  concern  the  President  regards  the 
avowal  of  Lord  Aberdeen  of  the  desire  of  Great  Britain  to 
see  slavery  abolished  in  Texas,  and,  as  he  infers,  is  enda;iv- 
oring,  through  her  diplomacy,  to  accomplish  it,  by  making 
the  abolition  of  slavery  one  of  the  conditions  on  which 
Mexico  should  acknowledge  her  independence.  It  has 
confirmed  his  previous  impressions  as  to  the  policy  of  Great 
Britain  in  reference  to  Texas,  and  made  it  his  duty  to  ex- 
amine, vvitli  much  care  and  solicitude,  what  would  be  its 
effects  on  the  prosperity  and  safety  of  the  United  Slates, 
should  she  succeed  in  her  endeavors.  The  investigation 
has  resulted  in  the  settled  conviction  that  it  would  he  diffi- 
cult for  Texas,  in  her  actual  condition,  to  resist  what  she 
desires,  without  supposing  the  influence  and  exertions  of 
Great  Britain  would  be  extended  beyond  the  limits  assigned 
hy  Lord  Aberdeen  ;  and  that  if  Texas  could  not  resist  the 
consummation  of  the  object  of  her  desire,  it  would  endanger 
both  the  safety  and  prosperity  of  the  Union.  Under  this 
conviction,  it  is  felt  to  be  the  imperious  duty  of  the  Federal 
Government,  the  common  representative  and  protector  of 
the  States  of  the  Union,  to  adopt,  in  self-defence,  the  most 
effectual  measure  to  defeat  it.  *  *  *  To  hazard  conse- 
quences which  would  be  so  dangerous  to  the  prosperity  and 
safety  of  this  Union,  without  resorting  to  the  most  effective 
measures  to  prevent  them,  would  be,  on  the  part  of  ihe 
Federal  Government,  an  abandonment  of  the  most  solemn 
obligation  imposed  by  the  guarantee  which  the  States,  in 
adopting  the  Constitution,  entered  into  to  protect  each  other 
against  whatever  might  endanger  their  safety,  whether  from 
without  or  within." 

Mr.  T.  read  other  passages  to  the  same  effect. 

Now,  before  this  Government  made  any  further 
progress,  even  of  one  step,  he  virished  to  know — 
the  people  of  the  United  States  wished  to  know — 
if  that  sentiment  was  well  founded.  They  were 
anxious  to  know  if  the  Constitution,  by  which 
this  Union  was  cemented,  required  this  Govern- 
ment to  support  the  institution  of  slavery. 

This  was  a  point  which  must  be  settled.  If 
they  had  a  jurisdiction  which  authorized  them  to 
sustain  it,  they  must  necessarily  possess  the  power 
by  which  they  could  restrain  it. 

Let  gentlemen  from  the  South  consider  whether 
to  establish  a  construction  which  makes  it  our 
duty  to  sustain  slavery,  will  not  inevitably  intro- 
duce the  doctrine  that  we  may  constitutionally  re- 
strain and  abolish  it.  Let  us  have  a  construction 
liberal  for  the  purposes  of  slavery  and  of  freedom 
also;  but  not  a  construction  free  as  regards  slavery, 
but  strict  as  regards  freedom. 

It  is  because  the  entii'e  strength  of  the  Execu- 
tive branch  of  the  General  Government  has  been 
put  forth  to  strengthen  and  maintain  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery,  that  the  people  of  the  free  States 
have  become  alarined  and  excited  upon  this  sub- 
ject; it  is  because  our  Secretaries  of  State  and 
diplomatic  Ministers  have  dared  to  stretch  forth 
the  strong  arm  of  the  General  Government  for  the 
protection  of  slavery,  that  we  of  the  North  have 
shown  such  deep  sensibility  on  this  subject.  Is 
it  not  just  and  right  that  we  of  the  North  should 
.  take  this  stand  .'  Are  we  to  sit  still,  with  our  arms 
folded,  and  behold  all  the  great  functionaries  of 
this  Government  wielding  its  vast  power  in  de- 
fence of  an  institution  which  we  all  abhor,  and 
which  we  contend  is  not  known  nor  ever  recog- 
nized in  the  Constitution  .'  Do  not  southern  gentle- 
men perceive  that  if  the  power  of  the  General  Gov- 
erntrient  may  be  wielded  in  defence  of  their  peculiar 
institution,  the  time  may  come  when  the  same  power 
ma,y  be  invoked  to  restrain  and  to  suppress  it.' 

When  our  forefathei-s  met  to  form   the  Consti- 
tution, they  caiYie  from  every  section.     Those  who 
came  from  the  North  came  with  feelings  of  bitter 
hostility  to  and  abhorrence  of  slavery.     They  had 
come  crowned  with  laurels  from  the  revolutionary 
conflict.     They  had  just  written,  in  chai-acters  of 
living  light,  the  declaration — the  truth   of  which 
they  had  sustained  with  their  blood — that  men  are 
born  free  ajid  equal.     They  had  said — 
"  We  know  no  crime  in  color'd  skin. 
Nor  think  the  God  above 
Could  fix  the  brand  of  slave  upon 

The  cliildren  of  his  love. 
To  them  a  charter  he  unfurl'd —        ' 


A  birthright  fair, 
To  man,  his  heir — 
'Twas  freedom  to  the  world." 

Such  was  the  sentiment  of  the  men  of  the  North, 
who  had  periled  their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and 
their  sacred  honor,  in  defence  of  the  principles  of 
universal  liberty,  and  of  the  doctrine  that  liberty 
is  the  gift  of  God,  and  not  of  any  Government  or 
potentate.  With  such  sentiments,  they  went  to 
the  work  of  forming  a  constitution.  They  went 
with  a  deep,  and  settled,  and  immovable  prejudice 
againsttheinstitutionof  slavery,  to  which  the  South 
clung  as  necessary  to  their  prosperity.  They  be- 
lieved that  when  the  child  first  breathed,  he  was 
furnished  with  a  charter  from  God,  which  secured 
to  him  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness; 
and,  unless  the  history  of  the  world  shall  be  falsi- 
fied for  the  future,  we  cannot  take  away  that  right 
and  he  safe;  for  the  God  above  will  send  upon  us 
fearful  retributions  for  acting  in  violation  of  the 
rights  which  he  has  given. 

Laboring  under  the  difficulties  and  dangers  of 
this  difference  between  the  North  and  the  South, 
as  shown  by  the  debates,  in  regard  to  slavery,  the 
entire  control  of  the  institution  was  reserved  to  the 
States  wherein  it  existed.  Nothing  in  regard  to  it 
was  delegated  to  the  General  Government,  but  the 
States  were  left  in  the  same  position  as  under  the 
Confederation.  To  make  this  still  plainer,  article 
tenth  of  the  amendments  was  adopted,  by  which  it 
was  declared  that  the  powers  not  delegated  were 
"  reserved  to  the  States  respectively  or  to  the  peo- 
ple."  Such  was  the  sentiment  on  which  the  com- 
pact was  based,  and  in  that  spirit  the  North  has 
always  acted.  But  there  was  a  great  mistake  per- 
vading the  minds  of  many  men  in  relation  to  the 
anti-slavery  movement.  Perhaps  he  himself  did 
not  fully  understand  it;  yet  he  was  certain  that  he 
should  not  abandon  his  deep-settled  convictions  in 
regard  to  the  policy  of  the  Government,  and  a  free 
expression  of  them  because  of  being  denounced  as 
an  abolitionist.  He  had  long  since  resolved  to  care 
more  about  the  correctness  of  his  opinions  than 
about  the  epithets  that  it  might  suit  the  interests  or 
the  malice  of  Sonne  people  to  apply  to  him.  The 
people  saw  that  the  institution  of  slavery  was  sus- 
tained by  positive  laws,  and  the  gentleman  who 
applied  to  him  and  others  the  epithets  of  "  Feder- 
alists," "Abolitionists,"  &c.,  would  not  find  those 
who  were  so  denounced  desirous  to  overthrow  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution,  or  to  disregard  the 
obligations  of  any  law  made  in  accordance  with 
it.  On  the  contrary,  many  would  be  found  iti  that 
class  that  were  willing  to  sacrifice  all  in  the  de- 
fence of  constitutional  liberty.  They  believed  they 
could  have  no  liberty  but  according  to  law;  cer- 
tainly not  in  disregard  of  law^.  They  were  willing 
to  keep  the  guarantees  of  the  Constitution.  The 
people  of  the  free  States  hold  the  blessings  of  per- 
sonal liberty  as  sacredly  as  the  slave  Statues  do  the 
privileges  of  slavery.  The  free  States  delegated 
no  more  power  to  the  Federal  Government  to  in- 
volve them  in  slavery  than  the  slave  States  did  to 
involve  them  in  its  abolition.  The  people  of  the 
free  States  were  not  obliged  to  shed  one  drop  of 
blood  nor  pay  one  cent  of  their  money  to  support 
it.  If  Virginia  claimed  the  right  to  sustain  slavery. 
New  Harnpshire  also  claiined  the  right  to  be  ex- 
empt from  it  or  to  contribute  to  its  support.  They 
were  on  the  defensive,  and,  being  sustained  by 
the  literature,  the  moral  sentiment,  the  religious 
convictions  of  every  civilized  and  christian  nation, 
they  should  not  recede.  They  should  stand  firm, 
immovable,  on  their  solemn  convictions  : 

" constant  as  the  Northern  Star, 

Of  whose  true,  fixed,  and  resting  quality 
There  is  no  fellow  in  the  firmament." 
They  claimed  an  exemption  from  the  sin  and 
the  shame,  the  expenses  and   the  retribution  of 
slavery: 

"  We  ask  not  ye  shall  snap  the  link.s 

That  bind  you  to  your  dreiidful  slaves; 
Hug,  if  you  win,  a  corpse  that  stinks, 
•  And  bear  it  with  you  to  your  graves : 

But  that  you  may  go,  coupled  thus. 
You  never  shall  make  slaves  of  us." 

Under  the  Constitution  of  the  Federal  Union 
they  demanded  an  exemption  from  all  connection 
with  slavery,  and  until  they  were  exempted  this 
country  would  never  have  quiet.  He  did  not  say 
to  the  South,  he  did  not  believe  that  theij  would 
have  quiet  at  any  time  if  they  adhered  to  slavery; 
for  they  could  not  have  peace  until  the  South  got 
rid  of  it  themselves,  for  it  was  an  institution  which 
was  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  man,  and  was  a 


violation  of  the  laws  of  God;  and,  unless  they  had 
the  power  successfully  to  oppose  the  decrees  of 
Heaven,  they  could  not  stand  on  that  institution 
and  prosper. 

He  admitted  there  were  difiiculties  thatsurround- 
ed  the  subject,  but  he  claimed  exemption  from  all 
connection  with  the  institution.  This  was  a  posi- 
tion which  he  had  assumed  elsewhere  as  well  as 
here.  Gentlemen  had  talked  of  the  fanaticism  of 
abolitionists,  but  they  should  bear  in  mind  that  the 
excitement  in  this  country  in  relation  to  the  insti- 
tution of  slavei-y  had  grown  out  of  the  aggressions 
of  the  slave  power  on  the  free  States,  and  in  con- 
sequenceof  its  having  been  proclaimed  to  the  world 
that  we  live  under  a  Constitution  that  compels  this 
whole  Union  to  sustain  and  extend  the  institution 
of  slavery.  He  admitted  it  was  "  fanaticism" 
which  disturbed  the  peaceof  this  Union  and  intro- 
duced agitation  and  danger  into  the  halls  of  Con- 
gress; but  it  was  the  fanaticism  of  slavery  and  not 
of  anti-slavery.  I  charge  the  President  with  fanati- 
cism, not  only  for  involving  us  in  war  in  behalf  of 
slavery,  but  for  recommending,  in  his  message  to 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  that  they  should  take 
the  money  of  the  nation  and  pay,  not  for  slaves,  but 
ratlier  for  free  men  unsuccessfully  attempted  to  be 
reduced  to  bondage  by  Spanish  pirates.  Such  a 
recommendation  ought  at  once  to  meet  with  an 
emphatic  condemnation. 

Mr.  T.  here  referred  to  the  exactions  of  the  slave 
power,  not  only  in  the  monopoly  of  influence,  pa- 
tronage, and  office,  butalso  in  applying  the  national 
purse  and  army  to  subserve  slaverj''.  He  said,  at 
the  close  of  the  war  of  1812  a  large  number  of  fugi- 
tive slaves,  free  negroes,  and  Indians,  established 
a  settlement  in  Florida  on  the  Apalachicola  river, 
built  a  fort,  and  commenced  the  cultivation  of  the 
neighboring  country;  but  our  national  forces,  paid 
for  their  service  by  a  common  treasury,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  request  of  slaveholders,  attacked  that 
fort,  blew  up  the  magazine,  destroyed  three  hun- 
dred negroes  on  the  spot,  and  returned  several 
hundred  more  to  bondage.  This  was  the  valley 
of  Wyoming-  on  the  escutcheon  of  slavery,  and 
would  not  be  foi-gotten. 

He  also  said  the  Seminole  war  and  the  millions 
spent  in  it  were  in  defence  of  and  for  the  extention 
of  slavery.  He  spoke  of  the  enactment  of  slave 
laws  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  had  within 
a  few  days  countenanced  kidnapping  and  crime 
worse  than  murder,  under  their  own  eyes.  He 
said  that  Northern  Representatives  did  not  dare  to 
inquire  into  these  evils  on  account  of  their  subser- 
vience to  slavery. 

He  alluded  to  the  expenditures  in  negotiations 
to  recover  indemnity  from  England  and  other  na- 
tions for  self-emancipated  slaves,  and  to  prevent 
West  Indian  emancipation.  He  said  it  was  be- 
lieved that  hundreds  of  millions  had  been  paid  to 
sustain,  defend,  and  indemnify  slavery  prior  to  the 
Mexican  difficulties.  Talk  not  of  fanaticism  at  the 
North  against  slavei-y,  when  such  immense  sums 
have  been  exacted  from  us  for  its  support.  Talk 
rather  of  the  fanaticism  of  those  who  understand 
their  mission  to  be  to  propagate  slavery;  who 
announce  in  legislative  resolutions  that  it  is  a 
problem  yet  to  be  solved  whether  a  Republican 
Government  can  long  continue  which  does  not 
tolerate  domestic  slavery. 

He  next  proceeded  to  examine  the  immediate 
causes  of  the  war,  and  said  it  was  a  work  of  super- 
erogation to  adduce  more  proof;  that  he  thought 
thePresident  himself  was  convinced,  and  he  did 
not  believe  that  one  in  a  hundred  of  the  people 
doubted,  that  the  war  was  unnecessarily  com- 
menced by  the  President.  Let  us  (said  he)  recur 
to  some  facts.  First,  the  President  took  posses- 
sion of  the  land  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio 
Grande,  which,  if  not  clearly  Mexican  territory, 
was  in  dispute.  This  was  an  act  of  war.  He 
blockaded  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
thereby  cut  off  supplies  to  the  Mexican  army  then 
at  Matamoros,  in  their  own  country.  This  was 
an  act  of  war. 

He  built  a  fort  opposite  Matamoros,  supplied  it 
with  cannon,  pointmg  into  the  heart  of  that  city, 
and  manned  it  with  a  force  capable  at  any  moment 
of  sending  destruction  among  the  Mexicans.  This 
was  an  act  of  war. 

All  this  happened  ten  days  before  hostilities  by 
Mexico  were  commenced.  At  length  Captain 
Thornton,  with  a  company  of  dragoons,  attacked 
a  large  force,  and  some  sixteen  were  killed  and 
wounded.      This   was    the   first   blood   thiU   was 
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'  poured  out  on  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande.  War 
was  forced  upon  the  Mexicans,  and  it  was  next  to 
impossible  to  make  them  fight.  Let  the  preamble 
asserting  that  ilie  war  was  begun  by  Mexico  ever 
bear  the  name  of  the  "  lying  preamble." 

This  is  a  war  for  the  maintenance  and  exten- 
sion of  slavery;  the  jieople  see  it,  know  it,  and 
feel  it.  It  will  end  in  tlie  complete  subjugation  of 
Mexico,  by  the  necessity  of  the  case,  unless  speed- 
ily arrested.  The  people  demand  that  it  cease; 
that  if  there  be  no  other  way  to  stop  it,  it  should 
be  starved  to  death  by  the  same  vote  which  has 
declared  it  unnecessary.  Shall  slavery,  he  asked, 
be  extended  by  the  national  arm.'  Shall  we  per- 
mit this  war,  conceived  in  sin,  and  brought  forth 
in  iniquity,  ta  be  waged  any  longer?  Shall  we 
invoke  the  fearful  judgment  upon  us  of  Him  who 
rules  in  heaven  and  on  earth,  and  without  whose 
notice  not  a  sparrow  falls  to  the  ground  ? 

He  regretted  that  his  time  would  not  permit  him 
to  examine  the  array  of  fearful  apprehensions  that 
this  war  brought  liefore  him. 

The  muhifilication  of  slaves;  the  multiplication 
of  military  heroes,  scarcely  less  calamitous ;  a 
standing  army;  a  Mexican  proconsulate,  an  in- 
tolerable Executive  patronage,  and  the  eventual 
failure  of  our  republican  experiment,  were  the  ob- 
jects which  he  saw  in  the  distance;  and  he  besought 
genilernoi  to  consider  and  to  unite  in  one  patriotic 
etfort  to  extricate  the  country  from  the  ruinous 
gulf  she  was  entering. 

He  was  willing  distinctly  to  state  his  position 
ill  regard  to  supplies  and  to  the  acquisition  of  ter- 
ritory. As  to  supplies,  it  was  his  conviction  to 
grant  none,  except  to  bring  the  army  home  by  the 
shortest  route.  Thus  let  us  restore  the  nation 
status  ante  bellum.  We  had  virtually  declared  the 
war  to  be  wrong  on  our  part.  Let  it,  said  he,  not 
be  ours  to  say — 

'•  Wi;  know  llie  riijht,  and  we  approve  it  too ; 
We  know  the  wroni;,  and  yet  the  wrong  pursue." 

As  to  territory,  (he  said,)  he  thought  we  now 
had  more  than  was  profitable,  and  all  that  anything 
but  extravagant  folly  could  desire.  Yet,  as  terri- 
tory was  so  likely  to  be  acquired,  he  was  irrevo- 
cably pledged  to  the  reenactment  of  the  ordinance 
of  1787,  or  otherwise  to  the  passage  of  the  Wilmot 
proviso. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  knew  the  denunciation  against 
men  entertaining  such  sentiments  as  those  he  had 
expressed;  but  his  convictions  were  deep,  and  his 
course  was  plain.  He  should  stand  by  his  coun- 
try, and  should  give  "no  aid  or  comfort"  to  sus- 
tain a  war  that  dishonored  the  country,  and  endan- 
gered our  dear-bought  privileges.  He  should  stand 
by  his  country,  as  Burke,  Barre,  and  Chatham 
stood  by  England  in  the  time  of  the  Revolution. 
They  gave  sound  advice,  and  solemn  remon- 
strance, which,  if  observed,  would  have  saved 
the  colonies.  He  should  stand  by  his  country, 
should  denounce  this  war,  expose  the  hypocrisy, 
ambition,  and  wickedness  of  its  authors;  should 
also,  to  the  extent  of  his  ability,  warn  the  ]Teople 
against  the  danger  of  sustaining  it.  If  this  was 
treason,  men  might  make  the  most  of  it. 

The  hour  allotted  to  Mr.  T.  here  expired. 

Mr.  McLANE  next  addressed  the  committee, 
and  said  he  somewhat  regretted  that  it  was  his  for- 
tune to  follow  in  debate  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire,  whose  allusions  to  the  subject  of  sla- 
very were  offensive  to  the  pride  and  refinement  of 
every^  gentleman,  he  hoped,  from  every  State  of 
our  Federal  Union,  wlio  respected  and  venerated 
our  Federal  Constitution.  If,  in  the  course  of  his 
remarks,  he  should  have  occasion  to  refer  to  the 
same  subject,  he  should  do  so  with  great  respect 
lor  the  local  institutions  of  every  State  in  the 
Union,  be  it  free  or  slave,  however  much  he  might, 
as  the  representative  of  a  slave  Stale,  feel  wounded 
at  the  olFeusive  allusions  so  freely  offered  in  this 
House  by  gentlemen  who  regarded  themselves  as 
men  of  u  single  idea. 

Mr.  McL.  continued,  and  said,  that  but  for  the 
extraordinary  declaratu)n  made  by  this  House,  at 
the  motion  of  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Mas- 
SHchu.setts,  [Mr.  Asiimin,]  denouncing  this  war 
ns  "  unconstitutional, "&c.,&c.,  I  should  notthink 
it  within  my  range  to  engage  the  attention  of  tlie 
committee  with  the  origin  of  the  Mexican  war. 
Whatever  opinion  I  ini<,'lit  have  entertained,  I 
could  not  liave  reconciled  myself  to  a  voluntary 
expression  of  sentiment,  the  record  of  which  on 
the  Journal  of  this  House  necessarily  discredited 
our  own  Government,  and  fulbified  the  records  of 


both  branchesof  the  National  Legislature.  Sir,  had 
we  thought  it  wise  to  abandon  the  v/ar,  and  with- 
draw our  armies  to  the  east  of  .the  Rio  Grande, 
and  adliere  for  the  future  to  a  defensive  war  with 
Mexico,  it  would  be,  in  rny  judgment,  unneces- 
sary, if  not  derogatory,  to  raise  an  issue  of  veraci- 
ty with  a  former  Congress — appealing  to  partisan 
zeal  at  liome  or  abroad  to  determine  whether  we  or 
ow-  predecessors  have  voted  "  o  falsehood."  But  to 
make  such  a  declaration  after  we  have  refused  to 
withdraw  our  armies,  exposes  to  insult  and  shame 
the  brave  men  we  liave  pushed  forward  into  Mex- 
ico— aidi7ig,  and  comforting,  and  encouraging  their 
enemies,  while  we  chill  and  demoralize  public  sen- 
timent at  home,  and  render  it  impossible  to  raise 
succor  and  reinforcement  for  those  whom  we  re- 
fuse to  recall,  on  the  same  day  and  hour  that  we 
discredit  and  dishonor  their  service. 

I  regret  that  a  ntajority  of  this  House  have  taken 
a  very  different  view  of  our  mutual  obligations; 
and,  in  my  judgment,  insensible  to  the  honor  of  the 
Government  and  the  pride  of  our  illustrious  soldiers, 
they  would  attach  their  falsification  of  the  nation- 
al record  to  a  vote  of  thanks,  by  which  it  was 
proposed  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
should  convey  to  General  Taylor  some  light  ex- 
pression of  the  respect  and  admiration  felt  for  him 
by  his  fellow-citizens.  This  association  of  such 
a  declaration  with  the  name  of  General  Taylor, 
will  appear  still  more  unfortunate  when  some  ref- 
erence is  had  to  the  particular  acts  of  the  President, 
which  constituted  the  illegality  or  vnconstUuiional- 
ity  of  the  war.  There  are  those  in  opposition,  sir, 
who  consider  the  annexation  of  Texas  as  the^rsf 
and  great  violation  of  law  that  caused  the  war,  and 
the  military  and  civil  conduct  of  the  President 
as  the  immediate  occasioyi  of  the  war  ;  others,  who 
justify  the  act  of  annexation  as  legal  and  constita- 
iional,  without  regard  to  its  wisdom  or  expediency, 
are  obliged  to  rest  the  illegality  and  unconsliixdion- 
alily  of  the  war  upon  the  orders  of  the  President, 
which  they  allege  were  issued  without  the  concur- 
rence of  Congress,  and  immediately  caused  the 
war.  It  would  be  dilficult,  sir,  to  determine  which 
of  these  propositions  involves  the  most  inconsist- 
ency, supposing  either  to  be  the  ground  of  com- 
plaint against  the  Governmentof  the  United  States. 
If  the  annexation  of  Texas  was  the  illegal  and 
unjustifiable  casus  belli,  then  the  occupation  of  any 
part  of  Texas,  east  or  west  of  the  Nueces,  was 
necessarily  an  immediate  act  of  offence  on  the  part 
of  the  American  Executive.  But  it  was  also  neces- 
sarily the  result  of  that  obligation  to  execute  the 
law  of  annexation  imposed  by  the  Constitution  on 
the  President. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  act  of  annexation  was 
legal  and  constitutional,  but  regarded  by  Mexico  as 
an  act  of  war,  then  no  movement  of  the  Execu- 
tive connected  with  the  defence  of  the  new  terri- 
tory, even  without  the  concurrence  of  Congress, 
can  be  treated  as  the  cause  of  the  war.  Sir,  the 
course  of  the  Opposition  on  this  point  renders  it 
necessary  to  look  back  a  little  at  the  history  of  this 
^^acl  of  annexation.''  I  shall  not,  however,  weary 
the  committee  with  more  on  this  point  than  a  re- 
view of  facts,  which  confute  the  declaration  that 
the  President,  by  his  own  illegal  act  in  occupying 
the  territory  west  of  the  Nueces,  without  the  con- 
currence of  Congress,  caused  the  war.  It  will  not 
be  denied,  sir,  that  the  act  of  annexation  was  a 
formal  act  of  the  law-making  power  of  our  Gov- 
ernment. The  army  of  the  United  States  was  not 
moved  beyond  the  Sabine  until  a  convention  of  the 
l)eople  of  Texas  liad  accepted  the  terms  of  annex- 
ation offered  by  Congress.  This  was  in  the  sum- 
rrjer  of  1845,  when  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  assigned  General  Taylor  to  the  command  of 
the  army  of  observation,  destined  to  defend  and 
protect  the  soil  of  Texas,  informing  him  that  his 
ultimate  destination  would  be  the  western  frontier 
of  Texas,  on  or  near  the  Rio  Grande.  (See  Mr. 
Bancroft's  despatch  in  June  or  July,  1845.)  In 
December,  1845,  Congress  was  informed  that  Gen- 
eral Taylor  had  been  assigned  to  the  defence  of  the 
country  west  of  the  Rio  Grande.  In  the  same 
month,  and  after  receiving  this  information.  Con- 
gress, by  a  formal  act,  consummated  annexation, 
and  extended  American  jurisdiction  over  the  whole 
of  Texas,  without  reserve  or  limitation.  A  refer- 
ence to  this  act  of  admission  of  the  State  of  Texas 
(aOth  December,  1845)  will  show  that  it  was  the 
State  of  Texas  that  w;is  admitted,  with  a  consti- 
tution already  foimed,  affirming  the  declaratory 
statutes  which  defined  the  boundary  west  to  the 


Rio  Grande;  and  with  such  boundary  she  was  ad-  . 
mitted  a  State  into  the  Union.  This  act  of  Con- 
gi'ess  settles  the  question  at  issue,  and  establishes 
the  conc^trrence  of  Congress  with  the  President  in 
taking  possession  and  sovereignty  over  the  country 
west  to  the  Rio  Grande;  for  on  the  same  day  an- 
other act  was  passed,  extending,  in  general  terms, 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  within  tlie  Stale  of 
Texas. 

Mr.  CRISFIELD  here  interposed,  to  say  that 
his  colleague  was  wrong  in  point  of  fact. 

Mr.  McLANE  said,  that  if  he  was  wrong  in 
the  statement  he  had  made,  the  burden  and  all  the 
injury  would  rest  upon  him. 

Mr.  BOYD  and  Mr.  CRISFIELD  here  made 
some  additional  remarks,  which  were  not  audible 
to  the  reporter,  being  addressed  to  Mr.  McLane, 
near  whom  both  gentlemen  were  seated. 

Mr.  McLxVNE  replied,  that  itw-asto  him  a  mat- 
ter of  inditi'erence,  whether  the  Texan  constitu- 
tion of  1836  did  or  did  not  define  her  boundary. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN,  of  Texas,  being  appealed  to 
by  several  gentlemen  around  him,  (interposing,) 
said:  The  constitution  of  the /?f/)ti6/ic  of  Texas 
did  not  define  the  western  boundai-y  of  that  State. 
It  was  defined,  however,  by  a  law  of  the  first  Con- 
gress of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  passed  in  Decem- 
ber, 1836.  The  constitution  of  the  Slate  of  Texaa 
declares  all  laws  of  the  Repiddic  of  Texas  in  force 
not  repugnant  to  tlie  United  States  Constitution, 
or  the  annexation  resolutions. 

Mr.  BOTTS  asked  the  gentleman  from  Texas 
whether  the  boundary  of  Texas,  as  described  by 
the  act  of  her  Congress  of  1836,  included  Santa 
Fe? 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  replied  that  it  did;  that  it  in- 
cluded all  the  territory  east  of  the  Rio  Grande,  from 
its  mouth  to  its  source;  and  that  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  which  passed  the  annexation 
resolutions,  approved  March  1,  1845,  understood 
that  Texas  included  Santa  Fe  ;  for  it  provided  that 
States  formed  out  of  the  territory  of  Texas  north  of 
36|  degrees  should  be  free  States;  while  Santa  Fe 
is  south  of  36|  degrees  north  latitude.  Mr.  K.  fur- 
ther said,  that  the  Republic  of  Texas,  previous  to 
annexation,  had  established  post  routes  from  Bexar 
to  Laredo,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  from  Corpus  Christ!  to  Point  Isabel,  and  that 
every  portion  of  territory  cast  of  the  Rio  Grande,  from 
its  mouth  to  its  source,  and  north  to  the  42(/  degree  of 
north  latitude,  u;as  included  by  different  acts  of  the 
Congress  of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  previous  to  annex- 
ation, within  the  limits  of  some  organized  or  establish- 
ed county  of  said  Republic  ! 

Mr.  McLANE  continued.  Subsequently  (he 
said)  Congress  organized  the  revenue  districts  in 
Texas,  in  such  wise  that  one  district  was  bounded 
on  the  west  by  the  J^'ueces,  another  on  the  east  by 
the  Nueces,  and  the  west  by  the  Rio  Grande;  and 
the  Senate  confirmed  the  nomination  of  revenue 
officers  assigned  to  the  districts  so  located.  Sir, 
I  would  remark  that  I  am  not  now  engaged  with 
an  examination  of  the  boundary  question  between 
Texas  and  Mexico;  I  am  considering  the  calumny 
thrown  upon  this  Government  by  the  declaration 
that  the  occupation  of  the  country  between  the 
Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande  was  the  illegal  and 
unconstitutional  act  of  the  President,  without  the 
concurrence  of  Congress.  Sir,  I  think  it  just  to 
get  rid  of  this  issue,  before  I  engage  with  any  ex- 
amination of  the  real  origin  of  the  war;  for  I  con- 
sider the  declaration,  so  often  repeated  by  the 
Opposition,  that  the  occupation  of  the  country 
between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande  was  the 
act  of  the  President,  without  the  concurrence  of 
Congress,  to  be  in   itself  a  calumny. 

I  present,  therefore,  in  this  connection,  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee,  that  in  June,  1845,  Gen- 
eral Taylor  had  indicated  to  him  the  extent  of 
country  to  the  Rio  Grande,  claimed  as  Texas,  un- 
der the  act  of  annexation,  receiving  at  the  same 
time  his  orders  to  defend  and  protect  that  territory; 
while  Congress,  in  December,  1845,  on  their  first 
meeting  were  informed  fully  Ijy  the  President  of 
his  action  in  Texas — to  which  they  took  no  excep- 
tion; but,  on  the  contrary,  legislated,  without  re- 
straint and  without  limit,  for  all  the  territory 
claimed  as  Texas;  and  particularly  committed  it- 
self to  this  territory  west  of  the  Nueces,  by  further 
and  particular  legislation  in  the  establishment  of  a 
custom-house  and  revenue  district  west  of  that 
river.  Upon  this  state  of  facts,  I  feel  constrained 
to  regard  as  a  calumny  the  assertion  that  the  terri- 
tory west  of  the  Nueces  was  occupied  by  the  ilie- 
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gal  and  unconstitutional  order  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  tcithout  the  concurrence  of  Con- 
gress. 

Sir,  I  have  seen  it  suggested  from  the  Opposition 
that  the  war,  though  just  and  honorable  as  the  re- 
sult of  annexation  as  between  Mexico  and  the 
United  States,  yet,  as  between  thedifl'erentbranches 
of  this  Government,  there  exists  a  responsibility 
with  the  Executive,  peculiar  and  painful,  created 
by  the  rash  act  of  the  President  in  ordering  the 
troops  to  the  Rio  Grande,  provoking  the  state  of 
active  hostilities. 

Such  a  conclusion  could  only  result,  sir,  from 
the  struggle  of  a  generous  spirit,  under  the  impulse 
of  patriotism,  called  to  an  unwilling  association 
with  the  Opposition.  Such  an  assault  on  the  Presi- 
dent, like  the  broad  declaration  affirmed  by  this 
House,  and  already  referred  to,  must  be  refuted 
by  a  simple  review  of  the  history  of  annexation; 
and  coming  from  the  Opposition,  under  all  the  ex- 
isting circumstances,  it  is  even  more  unwarrant- 
able than  the  abstract  denunciation  of  the  illegality 
and  unconstitutionality  of  such  an  order.  In  re- 
pelling this  assault  upon  the  wisdom  and  capacity 
of  tJie  President  in  one  particular  act  of  adminis- 
tration, it  must  be  observed,  that  even  in  view  of 
the  act  of  territorial  occupation  west  of  the  Nueces, 
this  advance  to  the  Rio  Grande  was  not  made  for 
months  after  our  armies  were  posted  west  of  the 
Nueces,  and  for  months  after  Congress  had  actu- 
ally extended  American  laws  and  Ainerican  life 
into  that  territory;  nor  until  months  after  General 
Taylor,  who  was  intrusted  with  the  defence  and 
protection  of  Texas,  had  repeatedly  urged  and  ad- 
vised the  movement,  upon  high  considerations  of 
military  and  political  propriety;  nor  until  months 
after  the  organization  of  the  Mexican  armies  on 
the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande  river,  under  peremp- 
tory orders  to  cross  that  river,  and  seek  our  peo- 
ple at  Corpus  Christi,  or  wherever  else  they  might 
be  found.  This  movement,  made  with  caution, 
with  care,  in  a  purely  defensive  spirit,  subordinate 
and  secondary  to  the  occupation  of  the  country 
west  of  the  Nueces,  which  was  made  six  months 
before  the  advance  to  the  Rio  Grande  was  ordered; 
and  this  movement,  which  was  withheld  for 
months,  at  the  express  command  of  the  President, 
that  every  possible  effort  to  settle  differences  by 
negotiation  might  be  exhausted,  is  seized  upon  by 
one  branch  of  the  Opposition  as  an  illegal  and  un- 
consliHUional  act,  by  another  as  an  unwise  one, 
and  by  both,  as  the  cause  of  the  war,  proximate 
or  remote. 

Sir,  one  other  ground  of  reproach  is  relied  on  by 
the  Opposition,  which  is  to  attach  the  responsibil- 
ity of  this  war  to  the  President.  He  is  denounced, 
sir,  for  electing  the  alternative  joint  resolution  for 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Texas  into  the  Union, 
rather  than  the  resolutions  which  proposed  nego- 
tiation. Sir,  not  to  remark  that  the  President's 
predecessor  had  already  made  the  election,  let  me 
only  suggest  that  Congress  authorized  the  election; 
and  that  it  savors  somewhat  of  presumption,  to 
argue  now,  in  the  dark,  that  a  different  election 
would  have  avoided  war.  For  one,  sir,  I  believe 
the  alternative  election  of  negotiation  would  have 
lost  Texas  altogether. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  the  war — 

1st.  In  its  origin,  just,  honorable,  and  necessary, 
(1  mean  unavoidable.) 

2d.  I  think  it  is  being  prosecuted  with  the  avow- 
ed object  of  conquering  a  peace,  which  would  se- 
cure indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for  the 
future. 

3d.  I  think  indemnity  and  security  may  consist 
in  pecuniary,  territorial,  or  commercial  conditions, 
altogether  or  severally. 

4th.  I  think  the  war-power  undej-  our  Federal 
Constitution  omnipotent  under  the  recognized  laws 
of  nations,  as  established  on  principles  of  human- 
ity and  civilization. 

5th.  I  would  inquire  how  shall  this  war-power 
be  exercised  in  the  further  prosecution  of  the  ex- 
isting war  with  Mexico. 

What,  sir,  are  the  facts  which  develop  the  ori- 
gin and  history  of  this  war.?  In  183"6,  the  Repub- 
lic of  Texas  accomplished  a  revolution  with  the 
sword — consisting  of  the  people  of  the  department 
of  Texas,  and  portions  of  the  people  of  Tamauli- 
pas  and  Coahuila — who,  after  driving  the  Mexi- 
can armies  beyond  the  Rio  Grande,  and  at  once 
organizing  a  Government,  declared  that  river  to  be 
their  western  boundary;  and,  from  that  time  to 
the  present,  maintained  complete  and  undisturbed 


possession  of  the  soil  west  to  the  Rio  Grande;  so 
far  as  concerned  their  intercourse  with  the  United 
States  and  the  nations  of  the  earth  who  had  re- 
cognized their  national  independence — England, 
France,  and  other  great  Powers  inclusive.  Within 
these  limits  of  boundary,  they  exercised  in  their 
intercourse  with  these  nations  all  the  rights  of 
sovereignty;  and  even  in  their  rehitions  with  Mex- 
ico, actually  making  peace  on  the  recognition  of 
such  boundaries,  stipulating  for  the  withdrawal 
of  the  Mexican  armies  to  the  west  of  the  Piio 
Grande,  and  the  release  of  the  Mexican  command- 
er-in-chief, and  further  maintaining  such  boundary 
against  all  subsequent  efforts  of  Mexico  to  obtain 
a  permanent  footing  on  that  soil  from  which  her 
armies  had  been  driven  in  the  war  of  the  revolu- 
tion; while  the  people  who  continued  to  inhabit 
such  territory  were  recognized  as  citizens  of  Tex- 
as, tenderingijtheir  allegiance,  and  being  represent- 
ed in  the  Congress  of  Texas,  and,  1  believe,  in 
the  very  Convention  that  accepted  our  terms  of 
admission.  These  acts  of  sovereignty  have  been 
often  referred  to  in  this  House.  As  one  act  of 
such  sovereignty,  Texas  became  a  State  of  our 
Federal  Union,  bringing  with  her  the  old  quarrel 
with  Mexico,  which,  at  the  time  of  annexation,  was 
the  Mexican  claim  to  all  of  Texas;  and  this  quar- 
rel, to  the  extent  of  war  with  Mexico,  or  other 
Powers  interfering  with  the  "act  of  annexation," 
I  cheerfully  assume  as  the  price  of  Texas. 

Sir,  observe  the  conduct  of  the  two  Governments 
in  their  intercourse,  now  that  the  act  of  annexation 
has  transfexred  this  intercourse  to  the  Federal  Ad- 
ministration ;  see  the  insolence  of  Mexico  and  the 
forbearance  of  die  United  States;  see  the  declara- 
tion of  Almonte,  withdrawing  from  our  country 
on  the  passage  of  the  act  of  annexation  ;  see  every 
subsequent  stage  of  the  controversy  between  Mex- 
ico and  the  United  States,  and  every  despatch  of 
every  minister,  in  every  change  of  a  changing 
Government.  The  offence  was  the  act  of  annex- 
ation. That  act  was  the  act  of  Congress,  and  the 
occupation  of  any  part  of  Texas  was  an  offence  in 
the  eyes  of  Mexico  ;  but  the  occupation  of  any  and 
every  part  was  the  duty  of  the  President,  and  had 
necessarily  the  concurrence  of  Congress,  in  virtue 
alone  of  the  original  act  of  annexation,  which  was 
a  just,  a  wise,  a  constitutional  act,  and  in  advance 
sanetioned  by  the  will  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  and  ratified  by  the  people  of  a  free  and 
sovereign  republic,  holding  dominion  from  the 
Sabine  west  to  the  Rio  Grande.  See  the  subse- 
quent and  subordinate  ground  of  complaint,  aris- 
ing out  of  the  disputed  boundary  question — sup- 
posing the  major  offence  of  annexation  reconciled; 
and,  in  this  connection,  observe  the  cautious,  for- 
bearing, conciliating  course  of  the  American  Exec- 
utive, holding  the  American  forces  on  the  extreme 
eastern  border  of  the  disputed  territory  until  every 
effort  for  a  peaceful  adjustment  of  differences  seem- 
ed hopeless  ;  and  further  ob.'jerve  the  cautious,  de- 
fensive policy  adopted  in  occupying  and  defending 
the  soil  uf  this  new  State. 

On  the  other  hand,  sir,  see  the  offensive,  hostile, 
aggressive  spirit  with  which  the  Mexican  army 
was  ordered  to  lak^  forcible  possession  not  only  of 
that  territory  which,  in  some  collateral  issues  of 
the  negotiation,  had  been  styled  disputed,  but  also 
of  the  territory  of  Texas  all  the  way  to  the  Sabine. 
Surrendering  then,  sir,  all  theadvantage  which  re- 
sults from  the  acknowledged  sovereignty  of  Texas 
to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  the  transfer  of  that  sover- 
eignty to  the  Federal  Government,  we  can  afford 
to  stand  upon  the  issue  of  oy^posi/io/i,  now  very  nat- 
urally adopted  by  our  beaten  and  desperate  enemy, 
and  acknowledge,  for  the  moment,  that  Texas,  to 
the  Nueces,  was  legally  and  rightfully  occupied  by 
our  troops,  and  that  all  beyond,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
was  disputed  territory.  JFor,  sir,  the  American 
Government  took  defensive  possession,  and  the 
Mexican  Governnient  offensive  possession  of  this 
territory,  contemporaneously — hostilities  occur- 
ring at  a  moment  when  the  American  general  was 
ordered  to  act  defensively,  and  the  Mexican  to  in- 
vade and  act  offensively. 

What  can  be  more  conclusive  to  establish  the 
necessity,  the  justice,  and  the  obligation  of  honor, 
imposed  upon  oar  Government  to  recognize  and 
engage  in  the  prosecution  of  such  a  war?  What 
more  conclusive  to  establish  the  wisdom  and  for- 
bearance of  the  Executive?  And  yet  the  Congress 
that  recognized  such  a  war  are  branded  as  voting 
a  "falsehood,"  and  the  Executive  arm  is  paralyzed 
by  the  deimnciation  of  a  majority  of  this  House — 


a  denunciation  pov/erless  but  for  insult,  since  we 
hear  nothing  of  impeachment,  the  only  legitimate 
fruit  of  such  a  denunciation. 

Satisfied,  then,  sir,  that  the  war  is  just,  honor- 
able, and  necessary,  I  desire,  in  the  second  place, 
to  ascertain  if  it  is  prosecuted  with  an  honorable 
and  intelligent  purpose.  The  war  message  of 
May,  1846,  and  every  subpef|uent  annual  message 
and  special  message,  have  all  declared  that  the  war 
is  prosecuted  with  the  sole  object  of  conquering  a 
satisfactory  peace  ;  and  these  Executive  declara- 
tions have  been  understood  to  involve  the  princi- 
ple of  demanding  indemnity,  both  for  the  expenses 
of  the  war,  and  the  past  injuries  and  wrongs 
inflicted  by  Mexico  upon  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  In  view,  then,  of  these  two  positions,  and 
the  repeated  rejection  of  our  peaceful  overtures,  I 
see  no  course  left  to  this  Government,  but  the  con- 
tinued prosecution  of  the  war,  until  the  power  that 
governs  Mexico  is  subdued;  we  then  dictate  our 
own  terms,  and  accomplish  our  avowed  purpose 
of  conquering  a  peace.  I  thus  distinguish,  sir,  be- 
tween the  conquest  of  peace  and  the  subjugation 
of  the  power  that  governs  a  country,  and  the  subju- 
gation or  annihilation  of  the  counti-y  itself,  with  all 
its  institutions  and  municipal  existence. 

Here,  sir,  arises  an  interesting  inquiry.  Such 
a  subjugation  of  the  power  that  governs  Mexico 
once  accomplished,  what  indemnity  shall  be  de- 
manded? This  inquiry  must  be  resolved  before 
we  can  wisely  apply  our  war-making  power  in  the 
further  prosecution  of  the  war;  for,  in  the  enun- 
ciation of  my  third  proposition,  I  have  stated,  in 
terms  somewhat  comprehensive,  the  scope  of  in- 
ternational indemnity.  I  feel  constrained,  sir,  to 
pass  over,  without  consideration,  the  idea  of  a 
simple  pecuniary  indemnity,  or  a  pecuniary  guar- 
antee of  security  for  the  future  in  our  relations 
with  Mexico.  I  distrust,  utterly,  all  expectation 
of  ever  obtaining  such.  So,  sir,  in  regard  to  mere 
abstract  territorial  acquisition.  I  cannot  believe 
that  the  mere  acquisition  of  a  portion  of  the  Mex- 
ican territory,  embracing  even  the  valley  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  to  the  whole  extent  of  territory  com- 
prised east  of  the  Siert-aMadre,  and  including  New 
Mexico  and  California — which,  though  somewhat 
beyond  the  recommendation  of  the  President,  has 
been  sitg-gesJerfby  very  eminent  military  authority — 
would  in  itself  constitute  a  satisfactory  indemnity 
for  the  war  alone;  much  less  would  such  an  acqui- 
sition, in  my  judgment,  give  us  security  for  the 
future.  Such  an  acquisition  of  territory,  com- 
bined with  certain  fixed  commercial  relations,  and 
the  occupation  of  such  points  on  the  seacoast  and 
in  the  interior  as  would  ensure  their  faithful  exer- 
cise and  enjoyment,  might,  perhaps,  satisfy  the 
just  demands  and  expectations  of  a  wise  American 
policy.  Nothing  short  of  such  a  result,  sir,  would 
constitute  a  satisfactory  peace,  in  my  judgment. 
To  accomplish  this  result,  the  existing  Govern- 
ment of  Mexico  must  be  absolutely  subjugated. 
When  this  crisis  is  reached,  American  statesmen, 
who  may  be  intrusted  with  the  administration  of 
Government,  in  my  opinion,  will  take  a  yet  more 
comprehensive  view  of  this  question  of  indemnity; 
and,  rejecting  altogether  the  idea  of  territorial  ac- 
quisition, they  would,  perhaps,  guarantee  to  the 
whole  people  of  Mexico  republican  government, 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  equal  rights  and  equal 
laws,  in  their  relation  of  independent  several 
States,  or  in  any  independent  confederate  relation 
they  may  desire  to  assume.  None  of  the  evils  in- 
cident, or  believed  to  be  incident,  to  the  denation- 
alization of  Mexico,  could  then  occur;  but,  like 
the  other  inhabitants  of  the  North  American  con- 
tinent, who  have  been  subjugated  by  the  United 
States,  they  will  enjoy  that  degree  of  civilization 
and  independence  for  which  they  may  be  fitted, 
and  the  free  and  glorious  civilization  of  our  people 
will  press  onward  until  it  covers  the  American 
continent.  The  commercial  relations  thus  secured 
with  seven  or  eight  millions  of  people,  from  whom, 
though  adjacent  in  territory,  we  have  been  almost 
excluded  by  the  prejudices  of  an  eighth  or  tenth 
of  the  Mexican  nation,  in  alliance  with  the  arts 
and  intrigues  of  European  traders  and  nnssion- 
aries,  would  constitute  an  ample,  a  glorious  indem- 
nity; while  the  liberated  millions  of  Mexico  would 
bless  the  sword  of  the  conqueror,  and  spurn  the 
rude  despotism  of  the  privileged  classes,  who  now 
sport  with  and  oppress  them.  To  thi^  end,  sir, 
I  would  myself  be  willing  at  this  time  to  prose- 
cute the  war.  The  power  to  declare  war,  and 
make  rules  for  the  government  of  our  armies,  and 


202 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Jan.  19, 


our  captures  on  land  and  sea,  is  ample  to  fill  the 
measure  of  glory  and  freedom  which  I  think  this 
war  will  yet  secure  to  the  Mexican  people.  I 
would  desire  at  once,  sir,  to  extend  our  revenue 
laws  over  Mexico,  and  yiush  the  war  vigorously 
to  the  occupation  and  subjug-ation  of  every  Mexi- 
can State.  Wiieii  these  brilliant  results  should  be 
accomplished — and  the  task  is  more  simple  than  we 
generally  concede — I,  for  one,  shall  be  content  to 
leave  with  our  existing  Government  the  adjust- 
ment of  a  satisfactory  peace. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  presume  to  press  these  views 
at  this  time.  I  am  quite  content  to  .support  the 
policy  of  the  Administration,  as  presented  in  the 
President's  message,  and  take  at  once  the  territoral 
indemnity  recommended  by  him;  though  I  would 
venture  to  hope  his  recommendation  might  be  ex- 
tended to  include  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande 
south  to  Tampico,  as  well  ns  New  Mexico  and 
California.  Such  an  acquisition  of  territory,  com- 
bined with  the  measures  recommended  by  the 
President,  or  the  extension  of  a  judicious  revenue 
system  over  Mexico,  and  a  continued  prosecution 
of  the  war,  would  constitute,  in  my  judgmeiit,  a 
policy  which  will  yet  receive  the  sanction  of  the 
American  people. 

Sir,  in  viewing  the  more  enlarged  and  compre- 
hensive policy  indicated  in  the  remarks  I  have  just 
submitted,  I  would  observe  that  such  a  policy, 
though  it  certainly  einbraces  the  whole  of  J^Iexico  in 
its  influence,  and  is  intended  to  give  moral  and 
jihysical  life  to  the  people  and  institutions  of  that 
portion  of  the  American  continent,  must  not  be 
confounded  with  the  simple  proposition  of  the  de- 
nationalization of  Mexico  and  the  annexation  of 
that  country  and  people  as  an  integral  and  sover- 
eign portion  of  our  own  Confederacy.  Nine-tenths 
of  the  people  of  Mexico  are  hardly  less  aboriginal, 
and  certainly  not  so  well  cultivated  and  advanced, 
us  the  Clioclaio,  or  even  the  Cherokee  Indians,  who, 
as  a  fieople,  though  conquered,  are  still  left  to  the 
enjoyinentof civil  and  religious  freedom;  instituting 
theirown fundamental  laws, and  enactingtheir  own 
municipal  regulations,  under  the  most  im|)roved 
and  independent  system  of  republican  government 
within  the  territory  and  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
S'ates,  yet  not  constituting  an  integral  and  sover- 
eign portion  of  the  Confederacy  itself.  Neverthe- 
less, sir,  their  laws,  their  public  schools,  their  civil 
and  religious  cultivation,  present  types  of  a  civil- 
ization in  few  respects  inferior  to  our  own. 

The  principal  and  main  objection,  sir,  that  I  have 
heard  advanced  against  the  partial  acquisition  of 
Mexican  territory,  will  doubtless  be  ajiplied  to  the 
policy  here  indicated,  and  lies  in  the  supposed  ex- 
tension o( slavery  among  a  people  and  over  territory 
from  whicli  it  is  now  excluded  by  municipal  law. 
This  objection,  sir,  I  regard  as  of  little  weight — 
not  because  I  am  in  anywise  insensible  to  theout- 
ra^'e  which  such  a  forced  extension  of  such  an  in- 
stitution over  an  unwilling  people  would  constitute. 
I  regard  this  objection,  sir,  of  little  weight,  because 
I  do  not  believe  the  act  of  acquisition,  of  itself, 
would  necessarily  extend  this  iiislitution  over  the 
territory  so  acquired.  Still  less  do  I  believe  that 
Ike  suhjugalion  of  all  Mexico,  and  the  subsequent 
government  of  that  country  by  the  inlvabitants 
thereof,  under  free  and  republican  institutions, 
would  ever  result  in  the  extension  of  slavery  be- 
yond the  limits  where  it  now  exists.  Further, 
sir,  I  do  not  believe  that  any  act  of  the  Federal 
Government  of  the  United  Slates  can  either  cre«<e 
or  abolish  slavery  anywhere,  within  or  without  our 
present  limits.  The  powers  of  our  Federal  Gov- 
ernment over  the  institutions  of  slavery  are  limited, 
l.st,  to  their  enuineration,  in  fixing  the  ratio  of  con- 
gressional rcpresenlaiion;  2d,  to  their  arrest  and 
restoration  when  fugitires  from  labor;  and  3d,  to 
prohibit  their  im|)ortation  or  their  immigration 
from  al>road  suljscquent  to  the  year  1808.  'I'erri- 
tory  acquired  by  the  United  Status  with  slavery 
existing  therein  as  a  domestic  mumci[)al  institution, 
aa  Fluiida  and  Louisiana,  would  remain  slave  terri- 
tory without  regard  and  without  the  sanction  of 
treaty  stipulations  to  make  it  so,  or  to  guaranty 
its  exiKlence. 

On  the  other  hand,  territory  acquired  without 
the  existence  therein  of  this  municipal  institution, 
would  remain  ^Vtc,  30  fur  an  any  power  of  Con- 
prcsd  to  create  it  there,  or  to  declare  that  it  should 
exist  ihcie,  is  concerned.  The  people  who  may 
liave  abolished  it  therein,  or  who  may  have  failed 
to  create  it  there,  are  alone  possessed  of  sover- 
eignty over  it — being  a  purely  domealic,  local,  and 


peculiar  insliluti on,  recognized  by  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution as  such  within  the  limits  of  such  sov- 
ereignly as  may  have  established  it — an  inslitulion 
recognized  as  existing  in  virtue  of  a  sovereignty 
apart  from,  and  independent  of,  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, though  not  inconsistent  with  it.  Hence  it 
is,  sir,  I  believe  territory  acquired  by  the  United 
Stales,  either  by  purchase  or  conquest,  and  inhabited 
by  peo[)le  who  become  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
will  maintain  and  establish  such  municipal  institu- 
tions as  are  most  acceptable  to  their  own  ivill  and 
wish,  if  consistent  with  the  Constitution  and  laws 
of  the  United  Slates  and  the  reserved  rights  of  the 
States.  Entertaining  these  views  on  the  subject 
of  slavery,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  I  feel, 
as  the  representative  of  a  southern  Stale,  wounded 
and  offended  at  the  style  of  language  so  often  in- 
dulged in  by  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  who  treat 
this  question  as  men  of  a  single  idea,  denouncing 
the  institution  and  those  who  live  in  its  midst;  and 
though  myself  born  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's 
line,  1  still  lived  sufficiently  in  the  rnidst  of  the 
black  and  slave  race  to  understand  that  they  were 
capable  of  far  more  enlightened  and  Christian 
principles  of  action,  and  love  to  their  neighbors 
and  fellow-men,  than  I  have  ever  witnessed  in  the 
conduct  of  any  branch  of  the  Abolition  parly,  here 
or  elsewhere.  And,  in  conclusion,  I  would  say, 
that  I  hold  the  opinion  that  Congress  is  under  the 
obligation  to  vote  promptly  men  and  money  for  the 
vigorous  prosecution  of  a  war  that  will  conquer  a 
glorious  and  satisfactory  peace,  reducing  Mexico 
to  complete  subjection,  leaving  us  to  dictate  terms, 
which  1  would  have  illustrate  our  humanity,  our 
wisdom,  and  our  justice. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS,  of  Mississippi,  addressed  the 
committee.  He  did  not  propose  (he  said)  to  an- 
swer the  arguments  of  the  gentleman  who  last  had 
the  floor,  [Mr.  McLane,]  though  it  would  give 
him  much  )ileasure  to  do  so;  and  possibly  in  do- 
ing it,  though  it  might  seem  arrogant,  he  might  do 
some  service.  Neither  would  he  undertake  to  an- 
swer the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr. 
Tuck,]  who  he  thought  had  said  some  things  that 
might  interest  that  portion  of  the  country  to  which 
he  especially  belonged;  although  he  (Mr.  Tomp- 
KiNsJ  trusted  he  sliould  never  be  capable  of  any 
action  on  this  floor  that  did  not  affect  and  promote 
in  some  degree  the  great  interests  of  the  whole 
country.  He  confessed  .the  speech  of  tiie  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  was  an  able  speech,  ingeni- 
ously delivered — delivered  in  an  interesting  man- 
ner. The  gentleman  threw  into  it  much  of  what 
was  now-a-days  called  Mesmerism;  for  he  seemed 
to  chain  to  his  lips  the  audience  that  surrounded 
him.  But  he  trusted  that  some  other  gentleman 
would  take  him  up  and  deal  with  him  with  more 
effect  than  he  perhaps  would  be  able  to  do,  as  he 
intended  to  speak  on  another  question. 

They  were  in.  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  stale  of  the  Union,  having  specially  before 
them  the  annual  message  of  the  President;  but,  as 
they  were  discussing  the  question  of  the  war,  and 
the  objects  to  be  accomplished  by  it,  and  as  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  yesterday  [Mr.  Robinson] 
occupied  the  principal  portion  of  his  time  in  dis- 
cussing the  special  message  of  the  President,  and 
complimenting  him  for  his  lofty  independence  in 
refusing  to  give  to  this  House,  the  representatives 
of  the  people,  the  true  sovereigns  of  the  country, 
information  vital  to  thein,  to  that  point  he  should 
now  direct  his  remarks.  Having  had  the  floor  on 
that  question,  and  supposing  it  would  come  up 
yesterday  morning — and  it  seemed  he  was  not 
alone  in  so  supposing,  for  the  reporters  so  under- 
stood it,  and  it  was  so  published  in  the  papers  of 
the  ensuing  morning — he  should  take  this  occasion 
to  give  his  views  in  relation  to  that  document  sent 
to  the  House  lust  week  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  in  which  he  refused  to  communicate 
to  the  Representatives  of  the  people  any  of  the 
facts  or  of  the  |)articulurs  of  the  arrangement  by 
which  he  restored  to  Mexico  one  of  the  ablest 
generals  Mexico  could  ever  boast;  who  found  the 
country  distracted,  its  armies  disbanded,  its  reve- 
nues exhausted;  yet  out  of  this  chaos,  this  anarchy, 
had  organized  armies,  had  brought  forth  resources, 
and  covered,  bathed  as  it  were,  the  flowery  plateau 
of  Mexico  with  the  richest  blood  of  American  sol- 
diers. And  when  they  ask  how  this  occurred, 
they  were  told  it  was  beyond  the  sphere  of  llicir 
duties  and  power;  that  to  ask  it  was  an  impudent 
infringement  of  the  Executive  prerogative.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  upon  this  point  lliey  should 


not  be  divided  into  Whigs  and  Democrats — that 
they  ought  to  know  no  parly  but  our  country;  but 
if  they  were  so  divided,  it  must  be  the  friends  of 
the  Constitution  and  of  the  people  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  friends  of  the  Executive  and  his  preroga- 
tive on  the  other.  And  now  let  him  examine  this 
question. 

The  House  had  asked,  not  only  in  relation  to 
the  instructions  given  to  our  minister,  Mr.  Slidell, 
but  in  relation  to  the  instructions  given  the  com- 
mander of  our  fleets  in  relation  to  the  return  of 
Santa  Anna,  who  was  then  an  exile  from  his  coun- 
try, in  Cuba,  that  they  might  know  with  what  in- 
fluences the  people  of  this  country,  their  resources 
and  their  blood,  had  been  contending,  and  had  still 
to  contend.  The  Executive  told  them,  no;  this 
thing  belongs  to  me,  in  my  Executive  cajiacity, 
and  it  is  acquired  by  the  strength  and  splendor  of 
my  Executive  prerogative  I  The  President  seemed 
to  think,  if  he  could  quote  a  name  that  is  revered, 
that  dwells  in  the  core  of  every  heart  of  every  citi- 
zen throughout  this  vast  Confederacy,  that  he 
would  be  protected  against  the  odium,  the  indig- 
nation, which  the  sovereignty  of  this  land  would 
feel  against  him,  and  so  he  quoted  the  message  of 
President  Washington.  This  thing  was  sprung 
upon  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House;  they 
were  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  contents  of  the  mes- 
sage until  it  was  read,  although  on  the  other  side 
gentlemen  were  informed  of  it,  were  prepared  for 
the  advocacy  of  its  doctrines,  by  having  authori- 
ties to  sustain  the  President  ready  dog-eared,  the 
leaves  turned  down.  Mr.  T.  did  not  charge  that 
the  President  furnished  them;  butoneof  two  things 
was  absolutely  certain  —  either  that  information 
was  communicated  to  them  of  the  character  of  this 
message,  that  they  might  prepare  for  it;  or  else 
that  the  defence  was  prepared  and  sent  to  the  ad- 
vocates of  Executive  prerogative  on  this  floor. 
One  of  these  things  was  certain;  for  immediately 
on  the  reading  of  the  message  they  came  forward 
prepared  with  the  documenis. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  here  interposed; 
but 

Mr.  T.  did  not  yield.  He  did  not  mean  to  im- 
pute to  the  gentleman  anything  improper,  but  he 
could  not  yield  to  the  gentleman  any  of  the  short 
lime  allotted  to  him.  The  gentleman,  he  hoped, 
would  not  consider  him  discourteous;  for  he  [Mr. 
Houston]  had  a  very  able  argument,  and  hati  the 
authorities  very  nicely  furnished  him;  and  we  on 
this  side  (said  Mr.  T.)  had  no  such  authorities. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  again  addressed  the  Chair,  and 
was  proceeding  to  speak;  but — 

Mr.  T.  continued.  Therefore  he  must  excuse 
him  for  not  yielding  the  floor  on  this  occasion.  He 
intended  no  disrespect,  nor  did  he  intend  to  impute 
anything  improper  to  tl\e  gentleman.  The  prece- 
dents cited  by  the  Executive  were  not  such  pre- 
cedents as  suited  the  case  before  them    ' 

Mr.  HOUSTON  again  wishing  the  floor;  but 
Mr.  T.  declining  to  yield — 

The  CHAIRMAN  remarked  that  upon  this  sub- 
ject the  range  of  debate  was  necessarily  extensive; 
the  Chair,  nevertheless,  should  feel  it  to  be  liis 
duty  to  arrest  remarks  of  a  personal  character, 
though  he  did  not  consider  those  of  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  to  be  such. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS,  continuing.  I  avow  no  in- 
tent of  that  kind. 

The  gentleman  (continued  Mr.  T.)  showed  an 
ability  in  the  advocacy  of  a  principle  which  he 
deemed  a  very  dangerous  principle  in  a  republic, 
and  which  he  was  sorry,  very  sorry,  to  behold. 
[A  laugh.]     He  meant  nothing  improper. 

What  were  the  precedents?  The  Executive 
staled  but  one  single  one;  yet  the  gentleman,  either 
in  the  preparation  made  for  him,  or  which  he  had 
made  himself,  from  being  previously  informed  of 
the  contents  of  the  message — for  he  could  not  have 
made  it  afler  it  was  announced  from  the  Clerk's 
table,  because  it  was  not  one  hour  after  that  the 
authorities  were  read  by  the  gentleman;  so  that 
he  was  either  the  retained  counsel  of  the  Executive 
by  implication,  or  was  furnished  with  the  authori- 
ties. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  again  interrupted. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS.  I  make  no  personal  assault. 
I  do  not  want  to  be  interrupted. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  still  persisted.  I  am  aware 
(said  he)  that  the  gentleman  does  not  want  to  be 
interrupted  in  such  a  course  of  remark  as  lie  sees 
fit  to  indulge  in. 

[Cries  of  "Order."] 
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The  CHAIRMAN  said  he  understood  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  rose  to  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (continuing.)  I  wish  to  say, 
with  reference  to  the  declaration  of  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi,  tiiat  I  was  not  a  retained  coun- 

Mr.  TOMPKINS,  (who  still  retained  his  posi- 
tion on  the  floor.)  No;  I  said  only  by  implica- 
tion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  That  I  represent  the  people 
of  my  district  in  what  I  say  and  do  here,  and  am 
jnol  the  retained  counsel  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  or  anybody  else.  The  ger.tleman  says 
it  must  have  been  prepared  for  me.  It  is  true  1 
knew  what  subject  the  message  was  on 

[Cries  of  "  Order,  order!"] 

Mr.  TOMPKINS.  Well, it  was  a  sealed  pack- 
age; and  the  gentleman  comes  out  and  declares  he 
knew  what  was  in  it,  and  nobody  on  this  side  of 
the  House  knew.  So  far  from  repelling  anything 
which  I  have  stated,  the  gentleman  confirms  all  the 
remarks  I  have  made. 

The  CHAIRMAN  called  to  order,  and  repeated 
that  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  saying,  that  when 
a  gentleman  was  on  the  floor,  and  made  observa- 
tions of  a  personal  character,  he  felt  it  his  duty  at 
once  to  call  him  to  order.  If  he  made  misstate- 
ments, intentionally  or  otherwise,  (and  it  could  not 
be  supposed  that  any  gentleman  would  make  them 
intentionally,)  it  was  merely  a  mistake  in  his  argu- 
ment. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS.  No;  it  is  not  a  mistake,  if 
the  Chairman  pleases.  [A  laugh.]  1  will  go  on, 
nevertheless.  Let  us  turn  our  attention  to  the  pre- 
cedent quoted  in  the  message,  and  the  precedents 
of  the  gentleman  who  comes  forth  as  the  advocate 
— I  will  not  say  as  the  retained  counsel,  either  ex- 
press or  implied — of  the  Executive  prerogative, 
and  see  whether  they  fit  the  case  before  us. 

What  (asked  Mr.  T.)  were  the  precedents.' 
The  message  of  President  Washington,  which  was 
quoted  was  in  relation  to  the  treaty-making  power 
— a  power  conferred  by  the  Constitution  upon  the 
President  and  Senate;  and  treaty  negotiations,  as 
recognized  by  the  practice  of  Eu.ropean  Govern- 
ments for  centuries,  had  peculiarly  the  feature  of 
secrecy.  But  we  had  lived  longenough  to  know  that 
in  a  republican  form  of  government,  where  there 
are  not  those  who  are  born  to  govern,  where  there 
are  not  those  who  are  God's  anointed,  but  where 
the  people  of  the  country  are  the  true  sovereigns, 
and  where,  like  the  true  sovereigns  in  every  coun- 
try, they  have  a  right,  and  it  is  their  duty  to  know 
everything  that  is  going  on,  they  require  no  pub- 
lic servants  to  keep  secrets  from  them;  because 
that  which  is  concealed  is  generally  disastrous  to 
the  public  liberty  and  their  negotiators  can  afford 
to  be  frank  and  honest,  and  ihey  are  the  only  sov- 
ereigns in  the  world  who  can  afford  to  conduct  their 
negotiations  upon  these  exalted  principles.  The 
precedents  quoted  by  the  gentleman  from  the  dog- 
eared book  were  only  precedetUs  affecting  the 
treaty-making  power,  and  none  of  them,  as  he 
should  presently  show,  affecting  the  war  power, 
or  touching  it  in  any  manner,  except  incidentally 
through  the  treaty-making  power. 

It  wa.s  true,  when  they  looked  back  to  the  pre- 
cedents from  the  organization  of  the  Government, 
in  which  the  right  to  maintain  secrecy  was  claim- 
ed, they  found  that  they  related  only  to  nego- 
tiations then  pending,  and  not  to  negotiations 
which  had  been  consummated.  What  was  sov- 
ereignty in  the  hands  of  the  people — the  sover- 
eignty which  reposed  in  the  twenty  millions  of 
heads  and  hearts  of  the  United  States — worth,  if  the 
public  servants  of  that  sovereignty  could  conceal 
fronii  them,  after  they  were  completed,  any  nego- 
tiatiotis  with  foreign  republics  which  might  se- 
riously affect  their  interests  at  home  or  abroad.'  It 
was  not  tiie  species  of  sovereignty  which  was  ex- 
ercised by  the  people  of  the  United  States.  Intel- 
ligence, honesty,  freedom,  were  the  grand  charac- 
teristics of  American  sovereignty,  and  it  rested 
with  all  the  people.  Those  who  were  the  mere 
public  servants,  whether  executive,  ministerial,  or 
representative,  had  no  right  to  close  the  book  of 
their  public  transactions  against  their  masters,  and 
say,  this  you  shall  not  read;  and  yet  they  found 
men  ready  to  advocate  from  dog-eaied  books  the 
doctrine  that  they  should  be  concealed. 

That  was  the  character  of  all  the  precedents 
which  had  been  resorted  to;  but  it  would  be  found 
that  no  solitary  precedent  in  question  went  to  es- 
tablish the  power  in  the  Executive  to  say,  we  will 


plunge  this  people  into  war;  we  will  waste  your 
treasure,  and  pour  out  the  fountains  of  your  blood; 
and  will  never  disclose  the  objects  we  wish  to  ac- 
complish. And  yet  the  gentleman  found  a  dog- 
eared book  in  which  he  fancied  he  found  prece- 
dents to  sustain  this  Executive  prerogative.  Pre- 
rogative! one  of  the  higbest  attributes  of  mon- 
archy! 

He  was  going  now,  in  the  absence  of  all  author- 
ity, (because  he  conceived  the  gentleman  could  not 
find  a  dog-eared  precedent  on  that  subject  in  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  at  all,)  to  refer  to 
certain  facts  which  had  some  bearing  on  this  sub- 
ject— not  that  he  had  any  great  respect  for  the  au- 
thority which  he  was  now  about  to  resort  to.  But 
he  would  allude,  in  opposition  to  the  present  posi- 
tion of  the  Executive,  to  his  actions  and  opinions 
when  he  was  Mr.  Representative  Polk,  a  member 
of  this  House,  and  would  bring  them  up  against 
his  action  and  opinions  now  that  he  wats  Mr. 
President  Polk — not  that  they  would  have  any 
just  weight,  but  they  would  serve  to  show  the  in- 
consistency and  insincerity  of  his  opinions  now  or 
then.  He  wanted  to  invite  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  history  of  the  Panama  mission. 
When  Mr.  President  Polk — then  Mr.  Representa- 
tive Polk — was  on  this  floor,  that  proposition  was 
brought  up,  and  the  discussion  upon  it  excited  a 
greater  degree  of  interest  than  any  discussion 
which  had  ever  taken  place  since  the  organization 
of  the  Government.  I'he  debate  upon  tliat  propo- 
sition took  a  range,  assumed  a  brilliancy  and  pow- 
ei-,  that  had  perhaps  been  unsurpassed  by  the 
debate  on  any  other  proposition  that  had  ever  oc- 
cupied the  attention  of  Congress.  In  that  bril- 
liancy and  power — no,  not  in  that  brilliancy  and 
power,  but  m  the  rage  of  that  debate — Mr.  Repre- 
sentative Polk  participated,  and  he  only  quoted 
him  as  an  authority  for  the  purpose  of  testing  Ins 
consistency.  Now,  when  the  President  submitted 
to  Congress  that  proposition,  a  resolution  was 
offered  by  Mr.  Hamilton — he  believed  from  South 
Carolina — which  would  be  found  in  House  Jour- 
nal, 1st  session  19th  Congress,  page  63,  and  read  in 
these  woids: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Presidentof  the  United  States  be  re- 
que.sted  M  transmit  tj  this  Hou.^e,  copies  of  all  documents, 
(ii-  p  iris  iif  i-urrespoiulKuce  [uot  iiicoiiipiitihie  with  tlic  pub- 
lic iiiteic-st  to  he  comiiiuiiicaltdj  rehitiug  to  an  invilatiou 
whicli  luis  been  extended  to  the  Govcrmiierit  of  this  couii- 
tiy  '  l)y  tlift  Republics  of  Colombia,  of  Mexico,  and  Central 
'  Anicnca,'to  join  in  the  deliberations  of  a  Congress  to  be 
•  held  at  the  Isthmus  of  I'anania,'  and  which  induced  him 
to  signify  '  that  inini-ters  on  the  jiurt  of  tlie  United  States 
would  be  comniissioned  to  join  in  those  delib.n'alioiis.'  " 

This  resolution  was  introduced  on  the  16th  of 
December,  1825.  Now,  mark  you,  when  this  reso- 
lution was  first  submitted,  Mr.  Hamilton,  the 
mover,  inserted  in  it  these  words,  in  brackets, 
"not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest  to  be 
communicated,"  which  clothed  the  President  with 
a  discretion.  It  was  postponed,  and  subsequently, 
on  the  31st  day  of  January,  1826,  Mr.  Hamilton, 
still  having  the  power  over  his  resolution,  no  vote 
having  ever  been  taken  upon  it,  modified  it  by 
striking  out  these  words,  "  not  incompatible  with 
tlie  publicinterest  to  be  communicated."  "Where- 
upon Mr.  Webster  moved  to  amend  the  said  reso- 
lution by  restoring  the  words  so  stricken  out.  And 
on  the  question,  Shall  the  resolution  be  so  amended.' 
it  passed  in  the  afiinnative."  This  would  be  found 
at  page  219  of  the  same  Journal.  Then  it  went 
over  tor  a  few  days  more,  until  the  3d  of  Februa- 
ry, and  the  proceedings  upon  it  then  would  be 
found  on  page  217  of  the  same  Journal,  thus  re- 
corded: 

"  The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
submiited  by  Mr.  HamiU(m  on  llie  16th  of  December  ultimo, 
calling  on  the  i'rejidrfiit  of  tlie  United  States  for  copies  of 
the  documents  and  correspondence  rtlatiiig  to  tlie  invitation 
given  to  the  United  States  to  send  ministers  to  the  Congress 
of  Paiiania;  and  the  question  recurred  on  the  motiini  made 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Inghain  to  refer  the  resolution  to  a  select 
committee,  with  iu^lrwctions  to  strike  out  the-e  words  :  '  so 
far  as  in  his  opinion  the  public  interest  may  allow.'  " 

The  vote  was  taken  on  this  proposition  by  yeas 
and  nays;  and  among  the  yeas  were  all  the  oppo- 
nents of  Mr.  Adams's  administration.  He  had 
heard  it  remarked  by  some  since  this  discussion 
sprung  up  that  that  venerable  gentleman,  who, 
nurtured  amid  the  scenes  of  the  Revolution,  and 
breathing  its  richest  spirit  of  freedom,  had  been  a 
pillar  of  the  Constitution,  and  a  culminating  star 
in  our  political  firmament,  had  involved  himself 
in  inconsistency  in  assailing  this  messtige,  while 
he  did  not  comnuinicate  eveiything  to  Congress 
when  he  ttcted  in  tlie  Executive  capacity.     But 


(l)olding  up  the  Journal  from  which  he  had  been 
reading)  he  said,  let  the  gentlemen,  the  advocates 
of  the  President  and  his  prerogative,  range  through 
this  and  the  Senate's  Journal  of  the  same  session, 
and  they  would  find  that,  like  a  true  republican 
servant  of  the  people,  Mr.  Adams  had  alway-s 
communicated,  when  called  on,  everything  it  was 
necessary  for  the  representatives  of  the  people,  or 
of  the  State  sovereignties,  or  the  people  themselves, 
to  know.  But,  among  thoge  yeas,  what  names 
did  they  suppose  stood  conspicuous?  Polk  and 
Hamilton — the  mover  of  the  resolution,  and  the 
present  Executive.  Now,  however,  he  being  the 
Executive,  and  being  asked  for  information  touch- 
ing the  war,  and  not  the  treaty  power — informa- 
tion interesting  to  the  people,  because  it  affects  not 
only  their  treasure  but  their  blood — he  poises  him- 
self upon  thef Executive  prerogative,  and  with  up- 
lifted hands  and  a  look  of  horror,  cries.  Your  call 
is  unconstitutional,  because  it  is  unconditional,  and 
contravenes  mij  prerogative.  It  looked  a  good 
deal  like  Ritchie,  who,  after  making  the  proposi- 
tion to  rob  the  Mexican  churches  to  pay  our  ex- 
penses in  the  Mexican  war,  which  proposition  fell 
with  a  dead  stillness  upon  the  American  ear,  but 
presently  awoke  a  general  hiss,  which  Mr.  Polk 
perceiving,  folded  about  him  the  cloak  of  his 
Executive  prerogative,  shook  his  royal  head  at 
Ritchie  :  the  truckling  instrument,  with  trembling 
hands  extended  towards  heaven,  swore  by  the  liv- 
ing God  [a  general  laugh]  that  he  had  never  said 
any  such  thing. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Ingham  so  to  amend  was  to 
make  the  call  on  Mr.  Adams  alisolute  and  uncon- 
ditional. There  is  Mr.  Representative  Polk  among 
them,  with  the  ayes,  to  make  it  such  ;  to  rob  the 
then  Executive  of  all  discretion  in  relation  to  it; 
to  make  it  a  call  of  the  representatives  of  the  sover- 
eignty that  could  brook  no  equivocation  or  evasion 
on  the  part  of  their  servants.  I  wonder  he  did  not 
cite  that  precedent  in  his  message  tlie  other  day, 
[a  laugh,]  or  dog-ear  it  for  his  advocates  on  this 
flgor.  He  found  voting  with  Mr.  Polk  all  the  Dem- 
ocrats of  that  day — all  those  who  were  the  oppo- 
nents of  Mr.  Adams's  administration — all  those 
who  swore  at  its  commencement  that  "it  should 
be  pulled  down,  though  it  was  as  pure  as  the  an- 
gels in  heaven" — all  of  them  voted  to  make  this  an 
absolute,  unconditional  call.  The  noes  prevailed 
then.  But  when  the  resolution  came  up  on  its 
final  passage,  125  voted  for  it,  and  40  against  it; 
and  among  those  forty,  whose  name  did  they  sup- 
pose was  there  found.'  Mr.  Representative  Polk's. 
He  couldn't  poke  it  in  the  other  time;  and  he 
thought  he  would  poke  it  out  now.  [A  laugh.] 
And  why  did  he  vote  in  the  negative.'  Because  it 
was  not  an  unconditional,  absolute  call.  And  be 
it  known  that  Hamilton,  the  mover  of  the  resolu- 
tion, when  they  could  not  stamp  the  unconditional 
character  upon  it,  also  voted  nay  upon  its  passage. 
Mr.  T.  would  dog-ear  this  for  the  benefit  of  the 
advocates  of  Executive  prerogative  on  this  floor, 
that  they  might  turn  to  tius  point  and  examine  it 
at  their  leisure. 

But  the  next  time,  the  question  came  up  on  a 
proposition  to  appropriate  money.  The  Senate 
having  consented  to  and  advised  the  appointment 
of  ministers,  the  next  question  before  tlie  House 
was  upon  an  appropriation  which  was  proposed  to 
be  made  to  cover  the  expenses  of  the  mission;  and 
when  this  was  under  consideration,  this  same  Mr. 
Representative  Polk  introduced  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions. It  was  on  the  11th  April,  1826,  and  would 
be  found  on  page  426  of  the  same  Journal.  This 
was  the  first  of  the  series: 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  constitutional  right  and  duty 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  when  called  on  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  foreign  missions,  to  deliberate  on  the  expe- 
diency or  inexpediency  of  such  missions,  and  to  determine 
and  act  thereon  as  in  their  judgment  may  be  most  conducive 
to  the  public  good." 

But  now  Mr.  Polk  said  that  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  had  no  right  to  demand  of  him  inform- 
ation, although  it  might  be  in  connection  with  the 
war-power  of  the  Government — one  widely  differ- 
ent from  the  treaty-power,  and  one  vested  by  the 
Constitution  in  the  people  through  their  Represent- 
atives. 

However,  Mr.  T.  would  not  rest  there.  Mr. 
Polk  was  not  a  silent  actor  upon  these  views  ol  his. 
He  was  not  willing  that  the  Journal  alone  should 
speak  his  sentiments,  but  he  was  determined  that 
the  true  sovereigns  should  know  what  James  K. 
Polk,  the  Representative,  did  not  only,  but  what 
he  was  able  to  say  by  word   of  mouth  upon  tlie 


204 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Jan.  19, 


question.  He  would  read  nn  extract  from  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Polk,  delivei-ed  in  the  House,  upon 
tho.se  resolutions  of  his,  on  the  11th  April,  1826, 
and  which  was  found  in  the  Reports  of  Congres- 
sional Debates,  vol.  2,  part  2,  pas;e  166: 

"  Some  gentlemen  seehied  to  entertain  the  opinion,  that 
so  soon  as  the  other  dipartmenls  of  the  Government  had  de- 
termined to  dtpute  a  Ibreign  nii.^sion,  tlie  House  of  Repte- 
ecntatives  liad  MO  riijlit  lo  question  its  propriety,  but  were 
bound,  a*  a  matter  of  course,  when  called   upon  for  an  ap-  j 
propriation  merely,  to  grant  the  necessary  supplies  to  carry 
it  into  efl'ect;  that  they  had  no  riglit  to  deliherate,  consider,  i 
and  exercise  a  sound  judgment  on  the  suliject ;  hut  were  i 
mere  passive  agents,  lo  record  the  dcerets  of  the  President  i 
and  Senate.     For  himsi'lf  lie  was  of  a  different  opinion."  [I  i 
am  of  a  difterent  opinion   now,  (said  .Mr.  T.,)  and  he   has  j 
changed.]    "  He  helieved  when  the  R<'presentativesof  the 
jie.ople  were  called  upon  lo  appropriate  the  people's  money 
for  any  purpose,  they  should  imt  do  it  hoodwinlied,  or  upon 
the  laith  of  others,  "hut  should  e.xercise  a  sound  discretion 
and  do  it  understandingly." 

The  expenses  of  that  mission  (said  Mr.  T.) 
were  some  forty-five  or  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and 
yet  we  lieard  from  Mr.  Representative  Polk  such 
high-sounding-  terms  about  the  people's  right  and 
the  people's  money.  But  now,  when  Mr.  Execu- 
tive Polk  calls  upon  us  to  vote  away  hoodwinked 
hundreds  of  millions  of  the  people's  money  and 
tens  of  thousands  of  the  lives  of  our  proudest  chiv- 
alry, and  we  ask  to  be  informed  of  the  objects  to 
be  accomplished,  he  says:  "  Ah,  you  rascals  !  you 
Mexican  Whigs!  you  alforders  of  '  aid  and  com- 
fort' to  the  enemy  !  yon  are  bound  lo  do  it,  and 
do  it  hoodwinked,  for  I  am  the  Lord's  anointed; 
it  is  my  prerogative.  If  you  have  any  doubt  about 
my  prerogative,  I  refer  you  to  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  with  the  dog-eared  books."  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

In  the  extract  of  Mr.  Polk's  speech,  which  he 
had  just  read,  he  (Mr  P.)  declared  it  to  be  not  only 
the  right,  but  the  duty,  of  the  people's  Ref)resent- 
atives,  when  called  upon  to  vote  appropriations  of 
the  people's  money,  for  any  purpose,  to  exercise  a 
sound  disci-elion,  and  not  to  do  it  on  the  faith  of 
others.  That  was  all  the  House  asked  now,  that 
his  principles  then  should  prevail.  That  was  all 
they  desired — all  they  asj\ed.  They  claimed  under 
our  Constitution,  under  the  genius  of  our  Govern- 
ment, in  the  name  of  our  revolutionary  fathers, 
fired  by  their  spirit,  baptized  as  that  spirit  was  in 
the  blood  of  the  Revolution,  that  they  had  a  right 
to  demand  and  know,  whenever  the  war  power 
wa.s  exercised,  how  it  was  exercised,  and  for  what 
purposes. 

These  were  the  sentiments  of  Mr.  Polk  when  a 
Representative,  when  he  was  courting  the  people, 
appealing  to  the  sovereign  will  to  grant  him  pro- 
motion and  power;  but  now,  when  he  had  attained 
that  giddy  height,  to  which,  perhaps,  liis  young 
ambition  at  that  day  never  aspired,  he  had  changed 
his  tone.  Mr.  Polk  felt  then  as  Gloster  did  when 
he  was  seeking  to  make  his  way  to  the  Brit- 
ish crown  through  the  blood  of  the  innocent 
princes.  He  could  not  effect  his  object  without 
courting  the  populace  of  London.  And  when 
wailed  upon  by  the  mayor  and  the  officers  of  the 
corporation,  with  a  seeming  devotion  lo  popular 
rights,  like  that  exhibited  by  Mr.  Polk  in  the  ex- 
tract he  had  read,  in  a  subdued  and  humble  tone, 
accosted  them  thus: 

"  [  do  suspect  I  have  done  some  offence 
That  seems  disgracious  in  the  city's  eye, 
And  that  you  come  to  reprehend." 

But  when  he  had  made  his  way  to  the  throne, 
when  the  blood  of  murdered  princes  and  nobles 
l)ubl)led  beneath  the  wheels  of  the  royal  car,  and 
the  "crown  of  the  ancient  Britons  hound  his  blood- 
stained brow,  and  Richmond  had  collected  a  few  of 
the  hardy  barons  and  the  free  spirits  of  the  renlin 
to  rescue  the  sceplre  from  Richard's  arrogant  and 
despotic  hand,  Richard,  on  hearing  Richmond's 
forces  enumerated,  stormed  from  the  insolentheight 
of  hi.s  royal  prerogative — 

"  Why,  our  battalia  trebles  that  account; 

IJesides,  the  King's  name  is  a  tower  of  strength, 
Which  Ihey  upon  the  adverse  faction  want." 

Now,  Mr.  Polk  seemed  lo  think  that  his  name, 
fortified  by  the  Kxecutive  prerogative,  was  "  a 
tower  of  strength,"  to  which  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  must  yield;  th;itwe  (said  Mr.  T.)  arc 
merely  of  "tlic  adverse  faction;"  but  we  must 
teach  him,  and  may  do  it  by  rending  his  own 
speeches  to  liim,  this  lesson — that  the  people  are 
King. 

But,  for  fear  Mr.  Polk*H  friend.s  would  not  be 
fatisfiftd  with  this  extract,  he  referred  them  to  Mr. 
Polk's  first  speech.     It  was  elaborate — one  among 


the  ablest  .speeches  he  had  ever  made  here  or  any- 
where in  his  life — and  perhaps  now,  since  he  has 
bid  adieu  lo  those  frank,  generous,  republican  feel- 
ings which  then  seemed  lo  actuate  him;  since  a 
sense  of  the  rights  of  the  people  had  ceased  to  in- 
spire him,  he  never  would  make  such  a  speech 
again.  It  would  occupy  loo  much  lime  to  read 
from  it,  and  his  friends  would  find  it  in  the  first 
part  of  the  2d  volume  of  the  Register  of  Debates. 

He  (Mr.  T.)  must  draw  a  hasty  distinction  be- 
tween the  treaty  power  and  the  war  power.  The 
Constitution  vested  in  the  President  and  Senate  the 
power  to  make  treaties;  and  the  question  aro.se, 
should  the  Plouse,  or  not,  without  inquiry  into 
the  propriety  of  the  treaties  made,  or  their  oper- 
ation upon  the  people,  as  afi'ecting  the  interests, 
the  prosperity,  the  liberty  of  the  American  people 
— should  it  blindly  vote  appropriations  lo  carry 
them  into  efi'ect?  He  agreed  with  Mr.  Represent- 
ative Polk  that  they  should  not.  Suppose  the 
President  and  Senate  should  surrender  New  York 
lo  the  English,  as  the  Spaniards  surrendered  Gib- 
raltar, ought  the  House  to  vote  the  appropriations 
which  might  be  necessary  to  carry  the  treaty  into 
efrect.'  He  admitted  this  was  an  exlretne  case, 
but  it  exhibited  more  clearly  the  principle.  The 
representatives  of  the  people  would  be  derelict  to 
the  highest  obligations  of  freemen  to  vote  a|)pro- 
priations  to  carry  into  effect  a  treaty  without  un- 
derstanding how  that  treaty  was  to  affect  the  public 
interests.  But  widely  different  was  the  case  of 
war.  The  Constitution  did  not  rest  that  pow^er 
with  the  President  and  Senate.  When  the  people 
adopted  the  Constitution,  they  retained  the  right — 
being  the  true  sovereigns — of  the  war-making 
power,  to  be  exercised  through  their  representa- 
tives in  Congress;  and  this  information  now  called 
for  of  Mr.  Polk  was  in  relation  to  war.  Congress 
wanted  to  know,  in  relation  to  this  war,  what  was 
to  be  accomplished;  and  how  it  was  to  be  accom- 
plished. And  tnost  especially  did  they  want  to 
know  for  what  purposes  Santa  Anna  was  sent 
back  by  the  President  lo  head  the  army  of  Mex- 
ico ;  and  how  it  could  contribute  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  objects  he  had  in  view  in  the 
prosecution  of  war. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  McLane] 
was  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  until  it 
resulted  in  an  advantageous  and  honorable  peace. 
Mr.  T.  would  like  to  know  what  that  was.  Why, 
if  the  Administration  should  take  it  into  their  heads 
to  withdraw  the  army  to  this  side  of  the  Nueces, 
to  the  occupied  portions  of  Texas,  would  not  its 
friends  swear  lustily,  and  with  exalted  brow,  that 
the  President  had  brought  about  a  glorious  am' 
advantageous  termination  of  the  war.'  And  if  we 
should  point  to  the  bloody  fields  of  Mexico — to 
Monterey,  Buena  "Vista,  and  other  fields  made  glo- 
rious by  American  blood  and  valor — to  the  gaunt- 
ness  of  the  treasury  and  the  homes  made  desolate 
by  the  wasting  effects  of  this  war,  they  would  say 
this  waste  of  treasure  and  flow  of  blood  has  been 
stopped  by  the  peace,  and  therefore  it  is  advan- 
tageous and  honorable;  just  as  the  friends  of  the 
Administration  swore  (as  pious  as  they  are,  they  do 
swear  sometimes)  when  the  President  set  out  with 
his  claim  to  the  whole  of  Oregon  up  to  54°  40', 
that  our  title  up  to  that  line  was  "  clear  and  un- 
questionable;" and  when,  a  short  period  after,  a 
treaty  on  the  line  of  49°  was  made,  giving  away 
three  hundred  and  fifty  mile.s  of  territOLy  in  length, 
and  in  breadth  extending  from  the  shores  of  the 
Pacific  lo  the  snow-clad  peaks  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, they  ;dl  swore  it  was  the  most  glorious  treaty 
that  had  been  made  since  the  organization  of  the 
Government — [a  laugh;] — and  so  there  were  many 
advocates  of  the  Executive  "  prerogative"  who 
would  come  forward  with  their  dog-eared  books, 
and  swear  that  whatever  treaty  the  President  might 
make  with  Mexico  was  the  most  glorious  and  ad- 
vantageous one  ever  made,  excepting,  he  sup- 
posed, the  Oregon  treaty,  which  this  same  favorite 
President  had  made  too. 

But  the  gentleman  and  other  gentlemen  said  that 
indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for  the  future 
must  be  secured.  How?  Mexico  has  no  money 
to  pay,  it  was  ad  milted.  Well,  if  we  wereto  depend 
upon  territorial  indemnity,  he  wanted  to  know  ol 
the  President  how  much  of  the  territory  of  Mexi- 
co was  appropriated  to  individual  claimants  ;  ior, 
of  course,  as  far  as  thus  appropriated,  it  would 
bring  no  benefit  to  the  treasury;  and  all  the  bene- 
fit that  could  be  received  as  indemnity,  when  ihe 
lands  were  thus  appropriated,  would  be  by  the  im- 


position of  duties  on  imported  goods  within  those 
regions.  And  how  did  the  Administration  and  its 
friends  propose  to  indemnify  us  for  the  waste  of 
American  blood  that  consecrated  almost  every 
spot  where  our  army  had  inarched  in  Mexico.' 
And  for  those  priceless  lives  of  the  very  flower  of 
American  chivalr)',as  it  were,  that  had  sunk  down 
tmder  disease — disease  superinduced  by  the  neglect 
of  this  Government — to  iiiirlorious graves,  till  every 
valley  and  hill-side  of  Mexico  were  filled  with 
their  mouldering  ashes.  They  proposed  to  indem- 
nify us  for  the  lavish  waste  of  treasure,  but  said 
nothing  about  human  life,  human  suffering,  human 
wretchedness, all  theunlold  woand  mourning,  tears 
and  groans,  that  fill  thousands  of  homes  within  our 
own  land.  These  seem  to  be  left  entirely  out  of 
the  account  by  these  zealous  gentlemen  who  were 
grasping  for  more  sand,  more  rocks,  more  wilder- 
nesses filled  up  with  impenetrable  chaparral,  for 
more  rivers,  whose  tortuous  and  turbid  currents  de- 
fied the  skill  of  the  navigator.  These  mighty  con- 
siderations were  entirely  overlooked,  while  the 
Presidentand  his  friends  were talkingaboul  indem- 
nity for  the  expense  of  the  war,  and  for  the  debts 
due  from  Me.xico.  And  how  was  this  indemnity  lo 
be  got  if  not  from  customs?  From  the  public  lands  ? 
Fie  had  brought  forward  a  resolution,  which  lay 
over  under  the  rule,  asking  what  portion  of  the 
territory  of  Me.xico  had  not  been  appropriated, 
and  he  wanted  that  answered,  so  that  it  might  be 
known  how  much  we  could  sell  when  we  had  final- 
ly possessed  ourselves  of  it.  The  waste  of  blood 
was  not  counted,  for  who  should  set  down  a  price 
upon  the  blood  of  an  Atnerican  freeman  ?  The  ad- 
vocates of  the  President  and  his  dog-eared  "  pre- 
rogative," rash  and  reckless  as  they  were  derelict 
to  all  the  principles  of  American  freedom,  dare 
not. 

Then  how  were  we  to  get  full  indemnity  for  the 
vast  amount  of  treasure  already  wasted  in  that  en- 
terprise? Would  the  subjugation  of  all  Mexico 
indemnify?  Would  not  that  involve  occupancy, 
and  occupancy  perpetual  war?  When  we  looked 
to  the  Castilian  or  Aztec  races  blended  in  the  pres- 
ent population  of  Mexico,  did  we  not  find  a  deep- 
seated  feeling  of  nationality  and  implacable  stub- 
bornness their  strongest  characteristics?  How 
long  was  a  portion  of  Spain  occupied  by  the  Moor- 
ish invader?  Pent  up  in  fortified  positions  for 
eight  hundred  years,  without  conciliating  or  sub- 
duing the  neighboring  Spaniard,  in  one  prolonged, 
unceasing  struggle,  unending  war,  he  was  at  last 
expelled,  and  the  Spanish  foot  alone  ttgain  pressed 
Spanish  soil.  It  was  not  so  much  the  Spanish 
sword  as  the  subtlety  of  the  Spanish  Jesuit  that 
subjected  the  Aztec  race  to  Spanish  rule.  It  was 
bacause  they  were  induced  to  believe  that  their 
moral  condition  would  be  improved  by  embracing 
the  religious  faith  of  the  Spaniard,  admitting  him 
into  their  communities,  that  thus  their  political  in- 
stitutions, by  gradual  approaches,  and  more  by 
persuasion  than  by  force,  were  revolutionized,  and 
political  power  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  the 
Spaniards. 

When  we  looked  again  to  their  struggle  with 
Spain  for  political  independence,  we  saw  the 
same  implacable  spirit  displayed  which  marked 
the  two  races  blended  in  them.  "When  every  for- 
tified position  and  stronghold  throughout  their 
land  was  in  the  occupancy  of  the  royal  forces  of 
Spain,  still  the  Mexicans,  struggling  for  national 
independence,  were  unsubdued.  Hope  and  na- 
tional |)ride  urged  them  on  to  continued  exertions, 
even  where  hope  with  other  people  would  seem  to 
falter.  Judging  from  these  facts,  were  we  not  led 
to  believe,  that  to  maintain  our  occupation  of  Mex- 
ico in  the  event  of  conquest,  would  require  an 
armed  force  lo  be  always  kept  there,  at  least  as 
great  as  that  which  was  necessary  for  the  conquest, 
entailing  upon  us  expenses  which  never  could  be 
met  by  the  revenues  of  that  country  should  we 
seize  them  all;  and  creating  a  drain  for  military 
purposes  upon  our  population,  and  a  waste  of 
human  life  that  never  could  be  compensated  for  by 
any  advantages  that  could  result  froni  the  con- 
quest; because  eight  millions  of  people,  imnlacable, 
revengeful,  and  faithless,  were  to  be  held  in  sub- 
mission to  a  government  forced  upon  them  against 
their  will.  Would  not  the  war  then  be  intermi- 
nable? Would  not  every  outbreak  and  flame  of 
revolt  have  to  be  quenched  in  the  proudest  blood 
of  American  chivalry?  How  was  that  lo  be  in- 
demnity for  the  past  or  security  for  the  future? 
How  could   they  talk  of  security  by  means  of 
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treaty  when  they  demonstrated  to  us  that  there 
was  no  Government  there  with  which  we  could 
treat,  upon  which  we  could  place  any  reliance? 
How  could  we  expect  a  treaty  with  an  "anarchy" 
— a  mob  which  deserved  not  the  name  of  a  Gov- 
ernment, according  to  their  own  representation? 
How  could  gentlemen  reconcile  to  themselves  to 
take  such  a  course?  They  proved  by  the  Presi- 
dent's message,  as  well  as  by  their  own  speeches, 
that  they  could  not  reasonably  calculate  upon  in- 
demnity for  the  past,  nor  upon  security  for  the 
future;  and  yet  they  talked  loudly  about  "  indem- 
nity and  security.  "     How  was  it? 

Now,  allow  him  for  a  moment  to  direct  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  to  what  was  called  for 
by  the  resolution  of  the  House  besides  the  instruc- 
tions given  to  Mr.  Slidell.  In  connection  with  this 
war,  in  connection  with  this  waste  of  blood  and 
treasure  of  the  sovereign  people  of  the  United 
States,  the  people's  representatives  had  called  upon 
Mr.  Polk  to  tell  them  what  arrangement  was  made 
with  Santa  Anna  in  relation  to  his  return  to  Mex- 
ico. He  was  an  exile  at  Havana,  engaged,  Mr.  T. 
did  not  know  whether  to  call  it  in  the  very  classi- 
cal pursuit  or  in  the  high  military  exercise  of 
fighting  chickens  in  the  cockpit!  Rumor  said  that 
Mr.  Slidell  Mackenzie  had  been  sent  by  the  Gov- 
ernment to  Havana  to  negotiate  with  Santa  Anna 
for  the  return  to  Mexico  of  himself  and  suite, 
which  he  believed  consisted  of  about  forty  general 
officers.  This  rumor  was  credited  by  the  people, 
and,  on  Mr.  Mackenzie's  return  to  New  Orleans, 
it  made  him  so  much  a  lion  that  his  own  room  was 
not  sacred  to  his  occupancy  and  labor,  and,  to 
avoid  the  lion-hunters,  he  (Mr.  T.)  was  informed 
by  a  respectable  Democrat  of  the  Southwest,  who 
was  then  at  New  Orleans,  he  was  obliged  to  seek 
the  house  of  a  relation  in  a  more  sequestered  spot 
upon  the  Mississippi  coast,  near  Pascagoula  bay, 
where  it  was  said  he  was  occupied  some  week  or 
more  in  translating  his  Spanish  documents  and 
preparing  his  papers  for  his  report  here  at  the  seat 
of  Government. 

Mr.  T.  then  took  a  hasty  examination  of  the 
state  of  affairs  in  Mexico  at  that  time.  Herrera's 
Government  had  been  friendly  to  the  United  States 
and  to  peace.  The  revolution  which  placed  him 
in  power  was  the  only  one  which  Mexico  had 
known  for  some  time  that  did  leap  from  the  hearts 
of  the  people.  It  was  a  popular  exertion,  which 
had  overthrown  a  military  despotism.  And  yet 
our  Executive  would  not  permit  that  Government, 
thus  friendly  to  our  claims  and  to  peace,  to  exist; 
but,  by  the  embarrassment  he  pressed  upon  it,  and 
plotting  for  the  restoration  of  Santa  Anna,  over- 
threw Herrera,  and  placed  the  affairs  of  Mexico 
in  the  hands  of  a  bitter  enemy  of  the  United  States. 
Just  before  the  return  of  Santa  Anna,  our  glorious 
chieftain,  General  Taylor,  whose  skill  and  intre- 
pidity as  a  general  were  equalled  by  the  clearness 
of  his  head  and  the  greatness  and  goodness  of  his 
heart,  had  met  the  Mexican  forces  and  overthrown 
ihem  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Their 
army  was  scattered,  and  their  resources  destroyed; 
a  miserable  remnant  of  it  had  taken  refuge  at  Mon- 
terey, which  by  degrees  grew  into  a  large  force. 
They  were,  however,  without  any  general  in  whom 
the  people  had  confidence,  and  who  could  cluster 
around  him.  in  time  of  the  national  peril,  the  mil- 
itary spirit  of  the  country.  Where  could  they  find 
such  a  general  ?  How  were  they  to  obtain  him  ? 
There  was  but  one  attainable  to  them ;  he  was  then 
an  exile — had  been  driven  out  for  abuse  of  power; 
he  was  a  general  of  skill,  of  exhaustless  resources 
of  mind  and  energy  of  action,  who  could  strike  out 
of  chaos  the  means  to  prosecute  the  v/ar  with  vigor. 
That  general  was  Santa  Anna;  and  the  President 
of  this  country  sent  him  back  to  Mexico  to  head 
her  armies  and  slaughter  our  soldiers.  We  knew 
it;  everybody  knew  it.  The  President,  in  his 
message  of  December,  1846,  admitted  that  he  had 
permitted  him  to  return.  But  now  we  have  some- 
thing a  little  more  definite  on  this  point.  He  read 
from  the  "  Union"  of  the  14lh  January,  1848: 
[Private  and  confidential.] 
U.  S.  Navy  Dkpahtment,  May  13,  1846. 

Commodore  :  If  Santa  Anna  endeavors  to  enter  the  Mex- 
ican ports,  vou  vvjH  allow  him  to  passl'reely. 

Kesprcinilly,  your.-^,  GEORGE  BANCROFT. 

Commodore  David  Conner, 

Commandhii^  Home  Sqitarlron. 

There  was  the  pass  granted  him  by  Mr.  Ban- 
croft, Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

He  would  now  read  to  the  committee  an  extract 
from  Commodore  Conner's  letter  to  the  Navy  De- 


partment, dated  on  board  the  Princeton,  Sacrificios, 
August  16,  1846: 

*  *  "  "  I  have  allowed  him  [Santa  Anna]  to  enter 
without  molestation,  or  even  ? peaking  the  vessel,  as  I  was 
informed  by  the  senior  English  naval  officer  here  (Captain 
Lamhert)  she  carried  nocargo,and  would  not  be  allowed  to 
take  any  irj  return.  I  could  easily  have  boarded  Ihe  Arab,  but 
I  deemed  it  most  proper  not  to  do  so,  allowingit  to  appear  as 
if  she  had  entered  without  my  concurrence.  It  is  now  quite 
certain  the  whole  country — that  is,  tlie  g.irrisons  of  every 
town  and  fortress — have  declared  in  his  favor.  But,  unless 
he  has  learned  something  useful  in  adversity,  and  become 
another  man,  he  will  only  add  to  the  distractions  of  the 
country  and  be  hurled  from  power  in  less  than  three  months." 

Here  we  saw  that  Mr.  Polk  gave  Santa  Anna  a 
passport  into  Mexico,  and  was  determined  to  con- 
ceal from  the  people,  the  true  sovereigns,  his  ob- 
jects in  thus  returning  him,  and  carried  his  doctrines 
so  far  as  to  induce  the  gallant  commodore  to  adopt 
the  same  principles,  and  declare  he  thought  it  best 
to  let  him  pass,  without  its  appearing  to  be  by 
his  concurrence.  And  still  the  friends  of  Execu-  ^ 
tive  prerogative  cry  out  against  the  people  who 
wanted  to  knpw  how  their  power  was  exercised, 
"Aid  and  comfort!"  The  gentleman  from  In-  | 
diana  [Mr.  Robinson]  told  them  yesterday  that 
every  moment  they  delayed  to  act  upon  granting 
the  supplies  demanded  by  the  President — voting 
them  "hoodwinked,"  as  Mr.  T.  supposed — they 
were  affording  "  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy. 
What  did  he  think  of  the  "aid  and  comfort" 
furnished  by  the  President  in  sending  them  Santa 
Anna  and  forty  able  generals  to  head  and  direct 
their  forces  against  us;  to  create  resources  where 
all  was  exhaustion;  to  establish  order  where  all 
was  anarchy?  And  what  did  he  think  of  men 
who  sustained  the  Executive  in  this  "  aid  and  com- 
fort,"and  justified  him  in  refusing  that  information 
to  the  people,  whose  sovereign  right  it  was  to  de- 
mand and  receive  it? 

In  connection  with  this,  he  would  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  what  Santa  Anna's  opinions 
were,  as  declared  in  a  letter  written  by  him,  March 
8, 1846,  more  than  five  months  before  his  return  to 
Mexico.  Mr.  T.  read  from  the  documents  accom- 
panying the  President's  message  of  December, 
1846,  at  page  37  of  the  document,  [an  extract  of  a 
letter  of  Santa  Anna,  in  which  he  made  an  elabo- 
rate statement  of  the  views  by  which  he  had  been 
governed,  showing  that  his  great  object  had  been 
so  to  manage  his  power  in  Mexico  as  most  effect- 
ually to  resist  the  "ambitious  efforts,"  as  he 
denominated  them,  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States.] 

These  (said  Mr.  T.)  were  the  sentiments  ex- 
pressed as  early  as  the  8th  of  March,  1846,  and 
probably  known,  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  man  who  was  restored  to  the  Mex- 
ican army  to  head  and  direct  them  against  the  forces 
of  the  TJnited  States;  and  it  was  in  relation  to 
this  extraordinary  movement,  this  suicidal  folly, 
on  the  part  of  our  President,  involving  such  terri- 
ble cost  in  treasure  and  bjood  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  connection  with  the  war- 
power  of  the  Government,  that  this  House  had 
asked  to  be  informed  by  the  President.  Yet  he 
put  on  the  frown  of  his  prerogative,  and  said. 
Your  call  is  unconstitutional,  because  it  is  uncon- 
ditional. 

Mr.  T.  was  here  interrupted  by  the  cry  of  "  Mr. 
Chairman,"  from  a  dozen  competitors  for  the  floor, 
the  hour  having  expired. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  obtained  thefloor,and, 
declining  to  give  way  to  a  motion  to  rise,  proceed- 
ed to  address  the  committee.     He  said: 

Mr.  Chairman:  It  is  with  great  reluctance  that 
I  decline  giving  way  for  a  motion  that  the  cornmit- 
tee  rise.  But  feeling  that  the  speech  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleinan,  wlio  has  just  taken  his  seat, 
should  be  answered  at  once,  I  am  constrained  to 
proceed  with  my  remarks  without  delay.  If  any- 
thing I  may  say  shall  appear  harsh  or  unkind,  I 
hope  that  I  shall  not  be  suspected  of  an  intention 
to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  one  on  this  floor. 
Such  a  design  I  rnost  emphatically  repudiate.  If 
I  shall  speak  warmly,  it  will  be  Ijecause  I  feel 
deeply  the  importance  of  the  subject  under  discus- 
sion. In  this  conviction,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  state,  that  while  I  cannot  expect  to  rival  the 
peculiar  and  fanlaslic  eloquence,  of  the  member  from 
Mississippi,  I  do  (rust  that  I  shall  be  as  respectful 
as  himself  in  manner,  and  fully  as  respectable  in 
matter. 

Sir,  the  subject  wh  ich  that  gentleman  has  dragged 
by  the  ears  into  this  debate  has  been  announced 
as  one  of  vast  and  transcendent  importance.     It 


has  been  declared  to  be  "  a  trial  of  right  between 
the  President  and  the  Representatives  of  the  peo- 
j  pie  of  the  United  States."     For  having,  through 
motives  of  public  policy,  and  under  convictions  of 
I  solemn  duty,  declined  to  give  us  certain  informa- 
j  tion,  the  Executive  has  been  denounced  as  evincing 
j  the  spirit  of  a  tyrant,  and  striving  for  the  powers 
j  of  an    emperor.     Through   the  eagerness  to  find 
I  fault,  the  gentleman  from   Mississippi  has  over- 
I  looked  the  precedent  of  the  illustrious  Father  of  his 
;  Country,  and  charged  Mr.  Polk,  for  adopting  the 
I  sentiments  of  Washington,  with    aiming   at   the 
I  overthrow  of  popular  rights  and  the  subversion  of 
j  popular  liberty.     I  was  prepared  to  hear  almost 
I  anything  from  the  other  side  of  this  Plouse;  but  I 
j  must  express  my  amazement  at  the  denunciations 
[  which  have  come  from  that  quarter  since  the  receipt 
of  the   message   now  upon   the  Speaker's  table. 
What  wrong  has  the  President  done  by  that  com- 
munication?    What    crime    has    he    committed? 
Why,  sir,  he  has  quoted  the  language  of  Wash- 
ington with   terms   of  approval,  and  declared  his 
adherence  to  certain  views    of  that  great  exem- 
plar— 

"The  very  head  and  front  of  his  offending 
Hath  this  extent — no  more." 

And  are  gentlemen  so  blinded  by  party  phrensy,  or 
so  infatuated  by  party  attachments,  as  not  to  per- 
ceive that  every  blow  struck  at  Mr.  Polk  falls  upon 
him  he  has'imitated  ? — that  every  assault  upon  the 
character  of  the  present  Executive  for  having  issued 
the  message  of  the  12th  instant,  is  a  direct  assault 
upon  the  character  of  Washington,  whose  pen  first 
gave  the  doctrines  of  that  message  to  the  woi-ld, 
whose  mind  first  conceived  and  whose  tongue  first 
uttered  thein  ?  If  Mr.  Polk  did  wrong  by  writing 
that  message.  General  Washington  did  wrong  also. 
If  Mr.  Polk,  in  that  communication,  has  advanced 
the  doctrines  of  despotism.  General  Washington 
was  guilty  of  the  same  offence.  If  Mr.  Polk  has 
attempted  to  destroy  the  usefulness  of  this  House, 
General  Washington  attempted  no  less.  And  is  it 
true  that  Washington,  in  his  civil  administration, 
essayed  to  destroy  the  fabric  which,  through  eight 
years  of  war  and  bloodshed,  he  had  built  up?  Is 
it  true  that,  when  President,  he  sought  to  be  a 
monarch  ?  Is  it  true  that,  when  Chief  Magistrate, 
he  declared  "  that  all  Congress  had  to  do  was  to 
hear  his  royal  behests  and  obey  his  royal  decrees? 
Is  it  true  that  the  Father  of  his  Country  attempted 
to  strangle  our  Republic  in  its  cradle  ?  This  charge 
has  been  substantially  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi.  He  has  asserted  that  the  President, 
in  his  message  to  this  House  on  Wednesday  last, 
struck  a  blow  at  the  independence  of  this  body  and 
the  rights  of  the  people.  What  is  the  ground  on 
which  is  rested  this  startling  and  momentous  ac- 
cusation? I  will  read  a  short  extract  from  that 
message  in  answer  to  this  inquiry.  Mr.  Polk 
says  : 

"  It  has  been  a  subject  of  serious  deliberation  with  me, 
whether  I  could,  consistently  with  my  constitutional  duty 
and  my  sense  of  the  public  interest  involved  and  to  be 
affected  by  it,  violate  an  important  principle,  always  here- 
tofore held  sacred  l)y  my  predecessors,  as  I  shoidd  do  by  a 
compliance  with  the  request  of  the  House.  President  Wash- 
ington, in  a  message  to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
30th  or  March,  1796,  declined  to  comply  with  a  request  con- 
tained in  a  resolution  of  that  body,  to  lay  before  them  a  •  copy 
of  the  instructions  to  the  minister  of  the  United  States  who 
negotiated  the  tre^y  with  the  King  of  Great  Britain,'  to- 
sether  with  the  correspondence  and  documents  relative  to 
said  treaty,  '  excepting  such  of  said  papers  as  any  existing 
negotiations  may  render  improper  to  disclose'  In  assigning 
his  reasons  for  declining  to  comply  with  the  call,  he  de- 
clared, that  '  the  nature  of  foreign  negotiations  requires  cau- 
'  tion,  and  their  success  must  often  depend  on  secrecy,  and 
'  even  when  brought  to  a  conclusion,  a  full  disclosure  of  all 
'  the  measures,  demands,  and  eventual  concessions  which 
'  may  have  been  proposed  or  contemplated,  would  he  e.v- 
'tremely  impolitic,  for  this  might  have  a  pernicious  influence 
'  ill  future  negotiations,  or  produce  immediate  inconvenicn- 
'  ces,  perhaps'dangers  and  mischief,  in  relation  to  other  Pow- 
'  ers.  The  necessity  for  such  caution  and  secrecy  was  one 
'  cogent  reason  for  vesting  the  power  of  making  treaties  in 
'  the  President,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
'the  principle  on  wliicli  that  body  was  formed  confining  it 
'  to  a  small  number  of  members.  To  admit,  then,  a  right  in 
'the  House  of  Representatives  to  demand  and  have,  as  a 
'matter  ofcoitrsc,  all  papers  respecting  a  negotiation  with  a 
'  foreign  Power,  would  be  to  set  a  dangerous  precedent.''  ' 

Now,  sir,  the  only  principle  set  forth  in  this 
message  is  contained  in  the  language  I  have  just 
read.  But  that  principle  did  not  originate  with 
Mr.  Folk.  It  had  its  origin  many  years  ago,  in 
the  Cabinet  of  the  first,  and  best,  and  greatest  of 
our  Presidents.  If,  therefore,  the  denunciations 
we  have  heard  be  deserved,  they  nttacli  properly 
to  General  Washington,  the  oriainalor  of  the  harm- 
ful sentiment,  and  not  to  Mr.  Polk,  the  iccond-haiid 
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propagator  of  it.  Yes!  General  Washington  is 
responsible  for  all  the  consequences  and  tendencies 
of  that  principle.  He  it  was,  who  devised  it. 
He  it  was,  who,  if  the  gcntlentian  from  Missis- 
sippi be  right,  first  contemplated  the  odious  pro- 
ject of  reducing  the  members  of  this  House  to 
mere  scribes,  and  the  recorders  of  Presidential 
edicts.  He  it  wa.';,  who,  if  those  opposed  be  cor- 
rect, had  tiie  coldness  of  iieart,  and  the  depravity  of 
soul,  in  full  view  of  the  French  people  strugiiling 
10  tear  a.'under  the  fetters  of  a  cruel  despotism, 
nnd  to  walk  forth  into  the  daylight  of  freedom,  to 
desire  to  carry  his  country  backwards  to  the  mid- 
night prison-darkness  from  whicli  outraged,  un- 
fortunate, insulted  France,  was  striving  with 
such  energy  to  emerge.  This  is  the  revolting,  ter- 
rible conclusion  to  which  the  sentiments  of  the 
members  on  the  otiier  side  must  irresi.stibly 
drive  them.  Gentlemen  of  the  opposition,  it  is 
vain  for  you  to  attempt  to  escape  from  this 
conclusion.  Every  effort  to  extricate  yourselves, 
only  entwines  you  moini  and  more  in  difficul- 
ties and  embarrassments.  I  beg  you,  therefore, 
to  stop.  I  beseech  you  to  pause  and  retrace  your 
steps  before  it  is  too  late.  I  entreat  you  to  con- 
sider whither  you  are  going.  You  comtnenced, 
only  a  few  months  since,  denouncing  the  President 
as  responsible  for  the  war  witli  Mexico.  You 
have  now  arrived  at  the  point  of  virtually  denoun- 
cing the  Father  of  his  CoLintry,  by  declaring  that 
the  princi[)ks  he  promulgated  are  the  seeds  of 
tyranny.  How  much  further  will  you  advance 
upon  your  present  course,  or  how  much  longer 
will  it  be,  at  your  past  rate  of  progress,  until  you 
rejoice  over  the  reverses  of  your  country?  Most 
of  you  already  affirm  that  the  present  war  was 
uiicon.stitutionally  and  unnecessarily  begun  by  the 
Executive.  Some  of  you  declare  that  it  is  wicked 
and  unjust.  From  the  latter  position  I  fear,  I  very 
much  iear,  that  it  is  but  a  short  step  into  the  ranks 
of  the  enemy.  Far  be  it  from  me,  Mr.  Chairman, 
to  impugn  the  motives  of  any  gentleman  on  this 
floor,  h  is  not  lor  me  to  penetrate  into  the  hid- 
den recesses  of  the  human  heart  and  to  find  out 
what  motives  lie  concealed  there.  1  apprehend, 
however,  that  the  members  on  the  other  side  have 
been  indulging  in  dangerous  experiments  of  late, 
and  that  their  patriotism  has  been  subjected  to 
very  severe  tests.  If  those  experiments  be  perse- 
vered in,  their  love  to  their  country  will  soon  dis- 
appear like  the  water's  of  those  streams  in  Mexico 
which  sink  into  the  earth  a  few  miles  from  their 
sources  and  are  lost  forever. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
seemed  to  be  aware  of  the  dilemma  in  which  he 
was  involving  himself,  and,  in  order  to  avoid  it, 
lie  insisted  that  there  is  no  resemblance  between 
the  call  made  upon  Mr.  Polk  and  that  made  upon 
General  Washington.  A  very  slight  investigation 
will  sweep  away  all  ground  for  this  pretext.  Both 
calls  were  for  information.  The  information  re- 
quested by  both  related  to  instructions  and  docu- 
ments concerning  negotiations  with  a  foreign  coun- 
try. The  only  diU'crence  between  them  is,  that 
the  call  upon  General  Washington  was  for  inform- 
ation relative  to  negotiations  which  had  already 
been  perfecied,  while  the  call  upon  Mr.  Polk  was 
for  infoiiTiation  relative  to  negotiations  now  pend- 
ing nnd  undetermined.  General  Washington  re- 
fused the  information  desired,  on  the  ground  that 
liis  compliance  might  have  a  pernicious  influence 
on  future  negotiations.  Mr.  Polk  refuses  the  in- 
formation desired,  on  the  ground  that  his  compli- 
ance might  have  a  pernicious  influence  on  existing 
negotiations.  General  Washington's  refusal  sprung 
from  an  Hp|irehcnsion  of  a  remote  danger.  Mr. 
Polk's  refusal  springs  from  an  apprehension  of  an 
imrnediate  danger.  General  Washington  thought 
his  yielding  to  the  call  of  tlic  House  would  pos- 
sibly [iroduce  mischief  in  relation  to  other  Powers 
ill  lime  to  come.  Mr.  Polk  thinks  his  yielding  to 
the  call  of  the  House  would  prohablij  jiroduce  mis- 
chief in  relation  toother  Powers  at  the  present  time. 
In  this  way,  sir,  the  comparison  of  the  calls  upon 
Gener.d  Washington  and  Mr.  Polk  might  be  carried 
to agrcal length.  But  it  has  been  pursued  sufKciently 
far  to  shosv,  thai  twry  niison,  whciher  pruden- 
tial or  otherwise,  which  justifies  Gcner.il  Wash- 
ington for  not  answering  the  call  of  the  House, 
more  than  justifie.s  Mr.  Polk.  For  wliat  can  be 
more  manifest  than  thi.s,  that,  if  it  be  impolitic  to 
disclose  "all  the  demands,  measures,  and  eventual 
concessiona  which  have  been  made  or  coiuem- 
plated  in  relation  to  a  treaty"  already  Mlablishcd, 


it  is  a  thousand  limes  more  impolitic  to  disclose 
all  the  demands,  measures,  and  eventual  conces- 
sions, made  or  contemplated,  in  relation  to  a  trea- 
ty under  negotiation.  It  cannot  be  denied,  that 
the  very  house  which  made  the  call  alluded  to, 
upon  General  Washington,  entertained  this  notion 
of  the  subject.  In  that  call,  while  all  papers  re- 
lating to  Jay  's  treaty  were  requested,  yet  an  excep- 
tion was  carefully  made  of  all  papers  which  any 
then  existing  negotiation  might  render  it  improper 
to  disclose.  Indeed,  I  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  to  recognize  the  justness  of  this 
distinction.  1  understood  him  to  declare,  express- 
ly, that  it  would  be  wrong  for  the  President  to 
communicate  to  us  information  touching  any  ex- 
isting negotiation.  But,  strange  to  tell,  in  the 
next  breath  he  denounced  Mr.  Polk  for  declining 
to  do  that  wrong. 

There  is  another  circumstance  connected  with 
this  matter  which  is  worthy  of  our  consideration. 
It  is  the  fact  so  ably  commented  upon  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  the  other  day — the  fact,  that 
though  the  Congress  of  1796  controverted  some  of 
the  opinions  advanced  by  General  Washington  in 
his  reply  to  their  call,  yet  they  did  not,  in  any 
manner  or  form,  express  or  intimate  a  doubt  as  to 
the  correctness  of  the  position  taken  in  that  reply, 
and  now  assumed  by  iVIr.  Polk.  No,  sir,  no.  'I'he 
men  who  participated  in  the  Convention  which 
formed  our  Federal  Constitution,  and  knew  well 
and  intimately  its  full  scope  and  meaning,  silently 
acquiesced  in  the  correctness  of  the  sentiments 
which  have  been  assailed  with  so  much  bitterness 
and  decency  by  the  gentleman  who  preceded  me. 
This,  however,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  That 
honorable  member  is  doubtless  wiser  than  our 
ftithers.  He  belongs  to  that  great  and  astonish- 
ingly-intelligent party  which  not  only  comprises 
all  the  elite  of  the  Union,  but  has  discovered  that 
true  patriotism  consists  in  opposing  the  Adminis- 
tration, right  or  wrong. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  accuses  the 
President  of  gross  inconsistency.  He  says  that  Mr. 
Polk,  when  a  Representative  in  Congress,  asserted 
the  constitutional  right  of  this  body  to  withhold 
appropriations  of  money  for  carrying  into  ell'ect  a 
treaty,  and  that  now  he  asserts  the  Executive  has 
the  right  to  withhold  information  from  us  concern- 
ing foreign  negotiations.  If  there  be  any  incon- 
sistency in  this  course,  we  are  very  blind.  I  will 
venture  to  affirm,  that  there  is  not  a  single  member 
on  this  side  of  the  House  who  does  not  hold  to  the 
views  of  Mr.  Polk 's  speech  of  1826,  declaring  that 
Congress  may  constitutionally  refuse  money  for 
the  purpose  of  defeating  a  treaty  stipulation  if  they 
think  proper  to  do  so  ;  and  yet  we  are  equally 
unanimous  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  optional  with 
the  President  to  give  us  information  or  not  relative 
to  the  making  of  a  treaty.  It  is  sheer  nonsense,  or 
worse,  to  pretend  that  the  two  doctrines  are  not 
compatible  the  one  with  the  other.  The  charge  of 
inconsistency  against  the  Executive  is  ridiculous, 
and  the  imputation  groundless. 

The  gentleman  from  Mississippi  urged  still  fur- 
ther that  Mr.  Polk,  some  twenty  years  ago,  voted 
for  an  unconstitutional  call  for  information  upon 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  that  now 
he  considers  such  a  call  unconstitutional.  Does 
that  genilenian  think  that  we  have  neither  eyes  to 
see,  nor  ears  to  hear.''  It  was  only  this  morning 
that  Mr.  Polk's  response  to  the  call  of  the  House 
was  laid  upon  our  tables.  That  response  contains 
twenty-nine  pages,  and  embraces  a  numerous  and 
extensive  corres[)ondence;  and  still  the  honorable 
member  pretends  that  Mr.  Polk  has  characterized 
thc-call  we  have  made  upon  him  as  unconstitution- 
al !  Sir,  no  one  has  ever  doubted  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  request  information  of  the  Executive.  All 
that  is  contended  for  is,  that  when  that  informa- 
tion relates  to  foreign  negotiations,  it  is  discrctibn- 
ary  with  the  President  to  furnish  it  or  not,  as  he 
may  think  right  and  ]iropcr.  The  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  made  several  other  ellbrts  to  fix  the 
charge  of  incunsistency  upon  Mr.  Polk;  but  they 
were  so  absolutely  childish,  that  it  would  be  an 
insult  to  the  understanding  of  this  House  to  notice 
the'iii  in  detail.  From  the  pomp  and  circumstance 
with  which  that  very  worthy  member  paraded  his 
authorities,  I  really  apprehended  some  astounding 
developments,  which  would  comtiletely  annihilate 
us  of  the  Democracy.  I  supposed,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  that  in  a  little  while  we  would  be 

"  G.iiici  ijliiiiiinTiMi,'  IliruUL;!!  tin;  tilings  llial  vvcro." 
1  am  exceedingly  relieved   to  find,   that  in  the 


gentleman's   agonizing  throes,  the   sentiment   of 
Horace  has  been  realized  : 

"  The  mountain  labors,  and  a  little  mouse  is  brought  forth  !" 
I  am  satisfied,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  singular 
errors  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  has  com- 
mitted have  not  been  the  result  of  any  natural 
obliquity  of  intellect.  They  are  to  be  attributed 
solely  to  the  nature  of  his  political  associations. 
It  is  a  rule,  I  believe  universally  true,  that  "  evil 
communications  corrupt  good  manners." 

Mr.  Chairman,  what  is  the  basis  of  the  accusa- 
tion that  General  Washington  and  Mr.  Polk,  (I 
say  General  Washington  and  Mr.  Polk,  for  they 
cannot  be  separated  in  this  controversy,)  by  de- 
clining to  give  this  House  certain  information, 
struck  at  its  rights  and  insulted  its  dignity  .'  What 
was  the  reason  of  their  refusal?  It  was,  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  might  divulge  informa- 
tion, to  the  great  injury  of  the  public  interests.  Is 
not  tills  position  correct?  Who  believes  that  any 
information,  of  any  character,  could  be  kept 
secret  by  this  House  for  twelve  hours  after  it  was 
communicated?  "In  the  multitude  of  council- 
ors," it  is  said,  "  there  is  safety;"  but  there  is 
no  secrecy.  The  denunciations,  therefore,  which 
we  have  heard  against  General  Washington  and 
Mr.  Polk  are,  that  they  spoke  the  truth.  This  is 
not  the  first  time  that  Mr.  Polk  has  been  assailed 
for  telling  the  truth.  He  has  been  vilified,  abused, 
and  calumniated  by  partisan  presses  and  partisan 
orators,  from  one  end  of  the  Union  to  the  other, 
because,  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  session 
of  Congress,  he  said,  that  they  who  attacked  the 
war  as  wicked,  did,  in  fact,  give  aid  and  comfort 
to  the  enemy.  For  this  he  has  been  branded  as 
wishing  to  suppress  the  freedom  of  speech,  and  to 
overturn  the  Constitution  of  the  country.  And 
yet,  who  does  not  know  that  he  spoke  only  the 
trutli  ?  Who  does  not  know  that  every  denun- 
ciation of  the  war  by  our  citizens  is  proclaim- 
ed throughout  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of 
Mexico?  Who  does  not  know  that  the  speeches 
of  honorable  members  of  Congress  have  been  pub- 
lished in  Mexican  newspapers,  and  read  at  the 
head  of  Mexican  armies,  to  incite  thein  to  at- 
tack our  troops?  Who  does  not  know  that  the 
people  of  Mexico  have  read  and  thought  over 
these  productions  until  they  ijelieve  there  is  a  Mex- 
ican party  in  this  country,  and  Mexican  Represent- 
atives on  this  floor?  Who  does  not  know  that  the 
war  has  been  prolonged  by  American  pens  and 
American  speeches?  It  is  futile  to  deny  it;  it  is 
folly  to  attempt  to  conceal  the  fact  that  peace  would 
long  since  have  been  established  if  we  had  all  been 
as  anxious  for  an  honorable  termination  of  hos- 
tilities as  some  of  us  have  been  to  reach  the  places 
of  power  by  overturning  the  Administration.  Sir, 
much  of  the  blood  that  waters  Mexican  soil  has 
flowed  because  of  the  conduct  of  some  of  our  coun- 
trymen here  at  home.  That  blood  cries  aloud  lor 
vengeance  against  the  defamers  of  their  country. 
Those  cries  shall  be  heard.  Americans  who  have 
inspirited  the  enemy  to  fight  on,  shall  not  be  for- 
gotten. Oblivion  is  a  mercy  they  shall  never  know. 
The  forked  lightnings  of  popular  indignation  shall 
yet  descend  upon  the  foreheads  of  these  untimel\' 
disputants,  and  burn  upon  their  brows  a  mark  cif 
reprehension  which  shall  remain  there  forever  and 
ever.  Their  names  shall  go  down  to  posterity 
along  with  the  names  of  those  who  opposed  the 
war  of  1776  and  1812,  as  negative  examples  to 
deter  future  generations  from  the  commission  of 
similar  outrages. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  no  new  thing  for  a  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  declare  that  informa- 
tion requiring  secrecy  cannot  be  intrusted  to  this 
House.  The  gentleman  from  Alabama  read  to  us, 
the  other  day,  two  messages  from  President  Mon- 
roe, and  one  from  President  Jaclcson,  announcing 
that  certain  information  could  not  be  furnished  this 
body,  because  the  disclosure  of  it  would  do  injury 
to  the  public  good.  True,  as  is  said,  the  resolu- 
tions to  which  those  messages  were  responsive 
contained  exceptions  of  such  information  as  it 
might  be  imjiro^ier  to  disclose.  But  the  informa- 
tion was  notdenied  because  of  that  exception.  On 
the  contrary,  both  of  those  Presidents  boldly  and 
distinctly  stale,  that  the  infonmuion  is  withheld, 
because  to  impart  it  would  be  detrimental  to  the 
public  interest.  Did  any  one  say,  when  those 
messages  were  received,  that  they  contained  the 
sentiments  of  tyrants?  Oh,  no!  It  was  left  to  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  with  their  profound 
understandings,  their  exlensivs  and  varied  inform- 
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ation,  their  enlarged  experience,  their  keen  per- 
ceptions, and  their  ardent  patriotism,  to  disclose 
the  hidden  danger,  and  "to  see  things  not  to  be 
seen.'' 

But,  sir,  rot  only  have  Presidents  entertained 
the  opinion  that  certain  information  could  not  with 
propriety  be  communicated  to  Congress,  but  almost 
every  Congress  wliich  has  assembled  since  the 
formation  of  our  Government  has  expressed  the 
same  opinion.  In  nearly  all  the  resolutions  which 
have  ever  passed  this  House  or  the  Senate,  asking 
for  information,  a  proviso  has  been  inserted  ex- 
cepting and  excluding  such  information  as  it  might 
be  improper  to  make  public.  Now,  why  was  this? 
What  does  it  mean?  Does  it  not  mean  that  they 
■who  passed  those  resolutions  thought  that  Coti- 
gress  could  not  keep  secret  confidential  communi- 
cations? And  are  we  more  faithful  than  our 
predecessors?  Is  this  the  only  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives out  of  thirty  which  has  been  trust- 
worthy ?  I  believe  that  there  are  one  hundred  and 
twelve  members  belonging  to  this  House  who  were 
members  of  the  last  Congress.  The  last  House  of 
Representatives  passed  numerous  calls  for  inform- 
ation, but  all  of  them  contained  the  usual  excep- 
tion. That  body,  therefore,  thought  that  one 
hundred  and  twelve  members  having  seats  on  this 
floor,  could  not  be  intrusted  with  information  the 
disclosure  of  which  would  iiijuriously  affect  the 
public  welfare.  I  know,  sir,  that  we  have  a  much 
better  opinion  of  ourselves  than  our  predecessors 
had.  But  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  immodesty  is  a 
virtue;  I  have  yet  to  learn,  that  they  who  consider 
themselves  immaculate  are  freest  from  blemishes; 
I  have  yet  to  learn,  that  they  who  thmk  they  can 
do  no  wrong,  are  surest  always  to  do  right.  Mr. 
Chairman,  let  us  reflect  upon  some  of  the  occur- 
rences of  the  present  session  of  Congress.  Many 
resolutions  have  been  introduced  by  different  mem- 
bers. One  of  those,  introduced  by  a  Representa- 
tive from  Massachusetts,  was  so  odious,  that 
though  a  simple  resolution  of  inquiry,  it  received 
but  fifty-four  votes  out  of  one  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-nine that  were  cast.  But  a  gentleman  from 
New  York  introduced  a  series  of  resolves,  so  hide- 
ous in  all  their  features,  that,  contrasted  with  them, 
the  Massachusetts  bantling  is  beauty  itself.  I  ask 
the  indulgence  of  the  committee  whilst  I  read  one 
or  two  of  those  resolves. 

"Reaoh'cd,  That  the  invasion  of  thR  territories  of  Mexico, 
south  and  wen  of  tlie  Rio  Grande,  eitlier  liy  sea  or  by  land, 
and  the  storming  and  capturing  of  her  towns,  and  the  slay- 
ius  of  her  people  within  sucli  territories,  were  acts  of  m- 
juHice,  cruelty,  [iniwron^;  and  that  the  requiring  of  Mexico, 
at  the  peril  of  her  national  existence,  to  enter  into  treaty 
stipulations  with  us,  while  her  country  is  surrounded  by  our 
navy,  her  capital  and  chief  towns  in  our  possession,  her 
country  subjugated,  and  her  people  crushed  and  prostrate 
beneath  our  pou'er,and  with  our  resistless  cannon  frowning 
upon  her,  and  our  conquering  sword  gleaming  over  her,  is 
unreasonable  and  unfair  towards  Mexico,  as  one  of  the  con- 
tracting parties,  and  umndgnanimous  and  umkristianin  us. 

•'Resolial,  That  tlie  present  war  with  Mexico  should  not 
1)0  prosecuted  any  further  for  any  purpose  whatever ;  that 
the  whole  of  our  forces  iji  the  Mexican  country  should  be 
wit> drawn  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  placed  on  territory 
which  belongs  to  this  country,"  &c. 

Now,  sir,  I  do  not  question  the  probity  of  the 
mover  of  these  resolves.  1  admit  that  he  is  en- 
tirely honest;  but  being  honest,  he  must  believe 
that  every  advance  of  our  armies  into  the  heart  of 
Mexico  is  over  right  and  justice;  that  every  Mex- 
can  who  falls  before  the  arms  of  our  soldiers  falls 
a  victim  to  wrong  and  outriige;  that  every  Mexi- 
can city  we  take,  every  Mexican  town  we  enter, 
every  Mexican  fort  we  storm,  is  in  the  course  of 
rapine  and  cruelty;  that  all  our  boasted  victories 
are  the  rewards  of  iniquity,  and  all  our  bright  tro- 
phies burning  proofs  of  our  dishonor.  Being  hon- 
est, he  must  needs  rejoice  at  any  event  which 
would  snatch  our  standards  from  their  high  places 
of  triumph,  and  trail  them  in  the  dust,  tattered  and 
torn,  before  the  shouts  of  an  exulting  foe.  Being 
honest,  he  would  necessarily  exult  over  the  dis- 
comfiture of  our  generals,  and  recognize,  in  the 
murder  of  our  troops  by  Mexican  arts,  the  hand  of 
a  just  and  an  aven;;iitg  Deity.  Being  honest,  he 
would  consider  it  a  duty  to  disclose  any  informa- 
tion which  would  expose  our  weakness,  and  build 
up  the  strength  of  the  enemy.  And  if,  perchance, 
through  his  means,  our  forces  should  be  driven 
this  side  the  Del  Norte,  he  would  think  that  he 
had  performed  a  service  to  his  race  which  should 
gain  for  him  the  esteem  of  all  good  men  in  this 
world,  and  everlasting  bliss  in  the  world  which 
is  to  come.  I  know  not  what  others  may 
wish,  but  for  myself,  anxious  though  I  am  for 


light  and  knowledge,  yet  convinced  that  "Mex- 
'  ico,  in  her  intercourse  with  us,  has  been  faith- 
♦  less  in  the  fulfilment  of  her  treaty  engagements, 
'  and  the  obligations  imposed  by  the  law  of  na- 
'  tions,  and  the  code  of  personal  honor;"  con- 
vinced that  "  she  has  been  guilty  of  the  most  open 
'  violation  of  the  truth,  and  of  the  most  contempt- 
'  ibleand  disgracefulcrimesknown  to  theOld  Bailey 
'  Calendar;"  convinced  that  the  property  of  our  citi- 
zens has  been  illegally  seized  by  Mexican  officers; 
that  our  vessels  have  been  condemned  without  the 
shadow  of  law;  that  some  of  our  citizens  have 
been  incarcerated  in  Mexican  prisons  without 
cause,  and  that  others  have  been  butchered  and 
robbed  by  Mexican  officials,  with  impunity;  con- 
vinced that  the  wrongs  we  have  borne  at  the  hands 
of  Mexico  are  such  as  no  free  people  should  ever 
submit  to,  and  that  this  war  has  been  forced  upon 
us  by  Mexico,  in  the  prosecution  of  her  nefarious 
designs  ;  convinced  of  all  this,  I,  for  one,  cannot 
desire  the  communication  of  any  information  to 
this  House,  constituted  as  it  is,  the  disclosure  of 
which  can,  in  the  slightest  degree,  be  detrimental 
to  the  public  interest  in  the  present  posture  of  af- 
fairs. 

But  the  President  has  usurped  authority;  he  has 
violated  the  Constitution.  That  is  the  cry  which 
has  been  rung  through  this  House.  By  the  second 
section  of  the  second  article  of  the  CoVistitution  of 
the  United  States,  it  is  ordained,  "that  the  Presi- 
dent shall  have  power,  by  and  wi'th  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided 
that  two-thirds  of  the  Senators  present  concur. " 
This  clause  excludes  the  House  of  Representatives 
from  any  participation  in  the  making  of  tieaties. 
But  is  it  not  plain,  that  if  this  House  can  demand 
and  have  as  matter  of  course  all  the  papers  relating 
to  a  foreign  negotiation,  it  can  generally  defeat 
and  always  embarrass  the  legitimate  action  of  the 
treaty-making  power,  by  disclosing  those  papers? 
The  admission  of  such  an  unqualified  right  makes 
this  House  at  once,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a 
part  of  the  treaty-making  power.  But  this  is  not 
all.  The  fifth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution  declares  that  "  each  House  shall 
keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  from  time 
to  time  publish  the  same,  excepting  such  parts 
as  may  in  their  judgment  require  secrecy."  By 
this  clause,  each  House  of  Congress  is  consti- 
tuted the  exclusive  judge  of  what  it  shall  keep 
secret.  We  cannot  interfere  with  the  Senate  in 
this  respect,  nor  can  the  Senate  interfere  with 
us.  Now,  are  not  all  the  departments  of  this  Go  v- 
ernment  coordinate?  Is  not  each  independent  of 
all  the  others?  Can  either  interfere  with  the  legal 
action  of  any  other?  If,  in  our  opinion,  it  be  ne- 
cessary to  suppress  the  publication  of  any  part  of 
our  Journals,  in  order  the  better  to  enable  us  to 
conduct  our  business  and  discharge  our  duties,  no 
power  on  earth  can  compel  us  to  make  those  Jour- 
nals public.  And  so  I  contend,  that  if  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  believes  that  any  papers 
or  documents  relating  to  a  negotiation — a  subject 
peculiarly  intrusted  to  him  by  "  the  charter  of  our 
liberties" — should  be  kept  secret,  it  is  not  compe- 
tent to  us  to  require  him  to  publish  them  to  the 
world.  I  am  aware  that  the  assertion  of  this  sen- 
timent by  the  Administration  is  said  to  be  usurpa- 
tion, tyranny,  despotism,  an  infringment  of  the 
rights  of  Congress,  an  enlargment  of  Executive 
discretion,  and  everything  else  that  is  bad  and 
wicked.  No  one  will  oppose  more  strenuously  than 
myself  any  and  every  illegal  act  on  the  part  of  the 
Executive.  But  I  cannot  be  iniluced,  by  a  cry  of 
Executive  usurpation,  to  interfere,  or  to  seek  to 
interfere,  with  Executive  rights.  I  am  for  the 
compromises  of  the  Constitution  ;  upon  the  main- 
tainance  of  those  compromises  depends  our  chief 
safety.  But  I  am  altogether  deceived  if  the  his- 
tory of  the  country  does  not  show  that  those  com- 
promises are  in  as  much  danger  from  Congressional 
as  Presidential  aggression.  Jt  was  Congress,  and 
not  the  President,  that  originated  the  system  of 
internal  improvements,  which  was  only  partially 
stayed  by  the  veto  of  Jackson,  and  which  has 
threatened,  and  still  threatens,  to  reduce  our  States 
to  mere  dependencies  upon  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, and  to  result  in  consolidation — the  worst 
possible  form  of  despotism.  It  was  Congress,  and 
not  the  President,  that  sought  to  flislen  upon  the 
country  an  oversliadowing  moneyed  corporation, 
which  had  begun  to  declare  its  decrees  were  the 
will  of  the  people — a  corporation  which  has  be- 
come "  an  obsolete  idea"  only  through  the  inde- 


pendence of  6ne  of  our  Chief  Magistrates.  It  was 
Congress,  and  not  the  President,  that  established 
that  infamous  robber  system,  cloaked  under  the 
name  of  protection,  which  is  calculated,  if  not  in- 
tended, to  strip  one  part  of  the  Union  for  the 
benefit  of  another,  and  has  already  once  brought 
us  to  the  very  verge  of  destruction.  We  are 
all  old  enough  to  remember  when  one  of  our 
sister  States,  stung  beyond  endurance  by  the 
tariff  of  1828,  declared  that  disunion  was  prefer- 
able to  the  wretched  state  of  existence  to  which 
she  was  reduced,  and  assumed  a  hostile  attitude 
towards  the  Federal  Government.  We  can  never 
forget  the  alarm  and  excitement,  the  intense  alarm 
and  excitement,  which  that  singular  affair  pro- 
duced. The  sun  of  our  Republic  seemed  about 
to  set  in  blood.  Our  political  organization  appear- 
ed tottering  to  its  fall.  The  fires  of  sectional  ani- 
mosity flashed  upon  the  skies.  The  rocking  of 
the  earthquake  was  felt.  The  ocean  was  boiling 
and  raging  from  the  violencs  of  the  commotions 
beneath.  Our  gallant  bark  of  state  was  rushing 
and  plunging  headlong  upon  that  rock  of  civil  dis- 
cord, around  which  lay  scattered  the  remnants  of 
so  many  former  republics.  At  this  time  of  great 
need,  the  Executive  arm  was  wielded  to  our  rescue. 
At  this  time,  (thank  God  for  it,)  at  this  time,  there 
stood  at  the  helm  of  affairs  a  man  whose  arm  never 
trembled  and  whose  eye  never  failed  him;  and 
steering  us  clear  of  the  peril  which  threatened,  he 
conducted  us  into  the  haven  of  safety,  and  showed 
at  our  mast-head  "  the  stars  and  stripes,"  bearing 
upon  their  ample  folds  the  thrilling  motto,  "  The 
Union  must  and  shall  be  preserved  I"  I  am  grat- 
ified that  Mr.  Polk  has  avowed  the  determination 
to  adhere  to  the  compromises  of  the  Constitution. 
Let  him  remain  firm  to  that  determination,  and  the 
cup  of  his  fame  will  be  full.  Let  him  remain  firm 
to  that  determination,  and  "  the  star  of  his  civil 
reputation  will  be  fixed  high  in  the  political  firma- 
ment," far  above  the  clouds  and  storms  of  party 
warfare.  Let  him  remain  firm  to  that  determina- 
tion, and  his  exit  from  the  Presidency  will  be  as 
honorable  as  his  entry  into  it;  his  countrymen 
will  follow  him  to  his  retirement  with  gratitude, 
and  proclaim  him  the  worthy  successor  of  the  illus- 
trious man  of  the  Hermitage. 

Mr.  GAYLE,  (interposing.)  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man to  say  whether  he  endorses  that  declaration 
of  President  Polk. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  yield  the  floor? 

Mr.  HALL.  No;  like  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi, I  cannot  yield. 

Mr.  GAYLE,  (taking  up  his  sentence  above.) 
If  he  does,  I  call  him  to  order. 

Mr.  HALL  disavowed  intending  any  personal 
remark. 

He  further  proceeded  to  argue,  that  gentlemen, 
by  their  denunciations  of  the  war  here,  gave  en- 
couragement to  the  enemy;  their  speeches,  he  said, 
were  read  at  the  head  of  the  Mexican  troops,  and 
tended  to  inspire  them  and  prolong  the  war. 

Mr.  H.  having  concluded  his  remarks — of  which 
we  have  not  been  able  to  give  anything  more  than 
a  reference  to  some  of  the  points — 

Mr.  BARROW  obtained  the  floor,  and  yielded 
to  a  motion  that  the  committee  rise;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred : 

By  Mr.  McILVAIlVE  :  The  memorial  of  "a  meeting  of  the 
friends  of  peace,"  held  in  ChestiT  county,  Pennsylvania, 
praying  that  no  more  money  be  appropriated  for  war  or  pre- 
parations for  war ;  and  that  measures  be  taken  for  so  amend- 
ing the  Constitution  as  to  abolish  the  arniy  and  navy  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  release  the  people  and  the  Goveru- 
mentfroni  all  obligation  to  maintain  a  military  system. 

By  Mr.  ROSE  :  The  petition  of  John  and  EMzabeth  Bel- 
linger, pravini  Congress  to  grant  ihem'a  pension. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSOiV,  ofNeW  Hampshire:  The  petitions  of 
Esther  Alexander,  Isabel  Bnu'bee,  I\rary  Remis,  PhebaCobb, 
Martha  Chapman,  Mary  Chase,  Abigail  (^oburn,  Marcey 
Howard,  Charity  Harlon.  Su-aniiah  Knight,  L.  Roberts, 
Sarah  Strickney,  Marcy  Wood,  and  Anna  Watson,  for  an 
extension  of  the  widows'  pension  act  of  June  17,  lS-1-1. 

By  Mr.  PILLSBURY:  The  memorial  of  R.  B.  Cog.-wcll, 
praying  for  payment  of  services  asnrmorerto  Texas  Indians. 
Also,  the  memorial  oi'G.  W.  Crawford,  (irayingfor  payment 
of  supplie.>5.  furnished  to  volunteers  on  the  way  to  Mexico. 
Original  papers  lost  in  the  steanter  New  Vork. 

By  Mr.  C.  E.  STUATCP  :  The  petition  of  Patrick  Maraut- 
ette,  of  .""t.  Joseph  county,  Michigan,  prayuig  that  bis  claim 
af'ainst  ihe  Pottawaloniiesofthe  Nollawasepe,  as  audited  by 
General  Mitchell,  [Inited  Statis  Commissioner  of  Imiiuii 
Claims,  may  be  allowed  and  paid  to  hiin. 
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On  iiDtiou  ot  Mr.  UO  VV'LIN,  ordeied,  uifclcr  tlie  rule,  that 
the  uiKiuoriiil  01  the  Legislature  ol  the  State  ot  Missouri, 
asking  tlie  donation  ol  me  swaMip,  or  submerged  lands,  ile- 
siroytd  by  the  earthqu.ikrs  of  Ibil  and  181d,  and  reported 
by  toe  public  surveyors  as  not  surveyahle,  by  reasoji  ot  beiny 
under  water,  together  uith  the  acconiijanyin^  documents, 
be  taken  from  me  tiles  in  the  Clerk's  otiiee,  and  relerred  to 
the  Comnutlee  on  the  I'ublic  Lands.  Also,  thj  petition  of 
Mcivni^hi,  Uri  iit,  and  Wood,  asking  compensation  lor  Hour 
destroyed  at  the  town  of  Aloro,  in  iVew  Mexico,  by  the  troops 
of  me  United  Slates  in  tlie  conquest  of  that  place.  AUo, 
the  memorial  of  tlie  lilooiiifudd  Conventiim,  in  the  State  of 
Missouri,  asking,  in  aid  ol  tile  legislative  memorial,  thai  the 
swamp,  o.  suuniergifd  lands  in  Missouri,  Ueslroyed  by  the 
earilniuakes  of  1811  and  181-i,  be  donated  to  the  Stati:  of 
Missjuri,  upon  condition  of  their  reclamation.  AI»o,  the 
peiuion  of  vv'illiain  VV.  Gilt,  a.sking  the  extension  of  the  act 
of  Ifjlo,  and  acts  in  furiherance  thereof,  passed  for  Ihe  bene- 
fit of  tiie  sutl'erers  by  earthipiakes,  in  the  county  of  New 
Madrid,  in  the  State  of  Missouri.  Also,  the  pjtitiou  of 
Martin  Shea,  .Mary  King,  Totcngen  Scliribal,  Allen  J.,iiik, 
Joseph  I'ottertield,  and  Henry  Kvetoii,  nuking  respectively 
for  preenipiioii  rights  to  eeriain  lands  which  tliey  have  re- 
speeiively  occupied  and  cultivated.  Also,  Ihe  petition  of 
John  Jarrati,  aakiiig  the  conlirniatioii  of  a  land  claim  in  the 
Sute  ot  Missouri.  Also,  the  petition  of  John  I'yatt,  asking 
the  coniirmatioii  of  a  land  claim  in  the  State  of  Missouri. 
Also,  that  the  petition  and  papers  of  William  Triplett,  ap- 
plying lor  the  coiirtriiiatioii  of  a  land  entry,  he  taken  from 
the  liles  of  the  Clerk's  oltice  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  I'rivate  Land  Claims. 

By  .Mr.  IS.VVLV:  I'he  petitionof  Lieutenant  A.  Garland, 
of  the  marine  corps,  for  eoiiipensalion  for  services  rendered 
as  a  purser  on  board  the  frigaie  Brandywiiie  in  i8Hi-'4l. 

Uy  .VU.  CllAN'STO.N.'  :  Tiie  petition  ol  the  heirs  of  Micah 
Wnitmarsh,  for  commutation,  6lc. 

By  Mr.  ItOSE:  The  petition  ol'  Nathan  Beard,  praying 
Congress  to  grant  a  pension.  Also,  the  petition  of  P.itieiiee 
Corbiii,  praying  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  roll. 

By  .Mr.  T  vVliEU  V  :  The  petition  orciti/.ens  of  Milwaukie, 
for  an  appropriation  on  the  roail  from  the  seat  of  jn»tiCe  in 
Dod^e  county.  Wisconsin  Territory,  toMilwaukie  ;  also,  ihe 
petition  ol  citizens  of  Dod^e  county,  for  the  same  object. 
Heretofore  incsented  Janu.iry  IBtn,  lb4o.  y\lso,  the  petition 
of  citizens  of  Wisconsin,  for  appropriatiun  on  the  road  from 
Mihvaukie  to  Fond  du  Lac,  froniAlilwaukii-  to  Waterlown, 
and  from  Milwaukie  to  Hustis  Kapids,  heretofore  presented 
March  16th,  1S4d.  AI^o,  the  petition  of  VVilliam  M.  Dennis 
and  others,  of  Watertown,  asking  an  appropriation  on  the 
road  from  Milwaukie  to  that  place,  heietoibre  presented 
March  yist,  16-Uj.  Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  ol  Wiscon- 
sin, for  an  appropriation  of  $j,0(JO  on  the  road  from  Milwau- 
kie to  Madison,  heretoforii  presented  January  20tli,  1846. 
Also,  tlie  peiiiioHol  Daniel  Wells,  jr., and  14d  other  citizens 
of  Milwaukie  county,  Wisconsin,  for  an  appropriation  on 
the  road  from  Milwaukie  to  .Madison,  heretoiore  presented 
December  17, 181.5;  also,  four  petitions  of  citizens  of  Wiscon- 
Bin  for  same  object,  heretofore  presented  December  ^9, 1845, 
January  JO,  184j,  February  3,  Ia4(j,  and  March  4, 1846.  Also, 
the  petition  of  citizens  of  Sheboygan,  lor  an  appropriation  on 
the  road  to  Fox  river,  via  Taychuda,  heretoiore  pressntcd 
January  30th,  18'ltj.  Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington county,  for  an  appropriation  for  the  road  from  Sauk 
Harbor  to  Uekorra,  heretoiore  presented  January  -iUth,  1846. 
Also,  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  at  Gieen  Jiay,  and  Ihe 
petition  of  citizens  of  Brown  county,  Wisconsin,  for  an  ap- 
propriation to  open  a  road  to  Copper  Harbor,  and  other  roads 
in  said  Territory,  heretoiore  presented  January  28th,  1846. 

By  Mr.  CROWLLL:  The  petition  of  J.  N.  Fitch  and 
others,  citizens  of  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  praying  for 
peace  with  Mexii-o,  and  lor  withdrawing  our  troops  from 
mat  country.  Also,  the  petition  of  John  B.  Lane  and  others, 
citizens  of  Trumbull,  Portage,  and  Suinniit  counties,  for  a 
tri-vvetkly  mail-route  from  Warren,  in  Trumbull  county,  to 
Hudson,  in  Summit  county. 

By  Mr.  SHERRILL  :  'J'he  jietition  of  Benjamin  P.Smith, 
praying  the  passage  of  a  law  granting  a  pension  to  the  peti- 
tioner. 

By  Mr.  S.  D.  HUBBARD:  The  petition  of  George  Read 
and  others,  ot  Dee|i  River,  Connecticut,  for  an  alteration  of 
postage  and  abolition  of  ihe  franking  privilege. 

By  Mr.  ROSF:  'I'lle  memorial  of  citizens  of  the  county  of 
Ontario,  State  of  New  York,  on  the  disease  of  the  potato. 

By  .Mr.  MliADK:  The  petition  of  J.  T.  Roper,  Collector 
of  the  Cu.stonis  at  Peter.sburg,  Virginia,  for  an  increase  of 
Kalary. 

By  Mr.  WENTWORTH;  'J'he  petition  of  John  H.  Bry- 
ant, Austin  Bryant,  Owen  Lovejoy,  and  other  citizens  of 
Bureau  county,  Illinois,  praying  iiie  withdrawal  of  our 
trojps  Irom  Alexico,  and  the  entire  abandonment  of  the  war 
against  that  country. 

By  Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan:  The  petition  of  George 
W.  I'eck  and  others,  citizen,  of  Michigan,  that  a  mail  route 
be  esuiblished  Irom  Michigari,  in  the  county  of  Ingham,  to 
Allegan,  in  the  county  of  Allegan,  through  Oneida,  Chester, 
and  Vermontville,  in  Eaton  county,  aiid  Hastin-'s,  in  the 
county  01  Barry.  " 

By  Mr.  McCl.ELL.X^D :  The  petition  of  Stephen  Bow- 
eriiian,  of  Michig  III,  praying  the  House  to  adopt  a  legisl.v 
tive  li'legraph  oliiis  invention,  lor  taking  the  yeas  and  nays. 

By  .Mr.  BUVVLL\:  The  petition  of  Wyalt  Richards,  ask- 
ing to  clinnge  the  location  of  hi,  bomitv  land,  received  for 
fccrviees  during  the  late  wnr  with  GrearBritain,  its  location 
falling  upon  swainp  and  worihlesH  lands  in  the  Arkansas 
district.  AKo,  the  petition  of  r;eorgc  Maguire,  of  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  anking  compensalion  fin  |ii..t  uervices  as  Acting 
Buperinteiidi-nt  of  Indian  Allairti  at  St.  Louis,  for  the  time 
between  the  death  of  General  Clark  and  the  nppoiiilment  of 
hi/i  KUccesBor. 

By  Mr.  IJU.VT:  The  petition  of  F.  F.  Backus  and  other 
pliysiciniis  of  Rnclie-ter,  New  York,  asking  Congress  to  pass 
a  law  to  prevent  the  nnporlation  of  spurious  and  adult-rated 
medicines.  Also,  the  petition  of  A.  Kelsey  and  other  citi- 
zens of  Western  New  York,  anking  a  drawliack  of  duly  on 
Canadian  wh<!ut  inaiiufaclured  (for  expoit)  in  the  IJnilcd 
Stales.  Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  ol  Kendall,  New  Ym  k, 
pniyiiiglo  be  nlicved  from  the  present  tax  on  newspapers, 
hiMi  liii-  tlie  abolition  of  the  I'ranking  privilege. 

ByMr.  EUW.(UiDd:  PeiiUoin  Jiom  Oeneral  S.  F.  Mc 


Cracken  and  69  citizens  of  Fairfield  county,  Ohio ;  from 
Kvan  Campbell  and  83  citizens  of  Brown  county,  Ohio ; 
from  John  Sparks  and  63  citizens  of  Adams  county,  Ohio, 
residents  on  the  toad  of  the  Zanosville  and  Maysvifle  Com- 
pany, praying  a  donation  of  certain  public  lauds  for  the  coin- 
pktiuii  01  said  road. 

By  Mr.  CHAI'M.\N:  The  memorial  of  the  Provident 
Association  of  Clerks,  for  certain  aniendinenls  to  their  char- 
ter of  association. 

By  Mr.  GREEN :  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Northeast  Missouri,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  mail 
route  Irom  Alexandria,  Missouri,  to  Fort Des  Moines,  in  the 
Slate  of  Iowa. 

By  Mr.  CtiAPMAN:  The  petition  of  Horatio  Dyer,  legal 
representative  of  Charles  Smith,  a  captain  in  the  Maryland 
line,  for  revolulioiiarv  services. 

By  Mr.  VVENTWOR'l'H:  The  petition  of  certain  mas- 
ters of  vessels  and  sailors,  for  a  light-house  at  Port  Wash- 
ington, Wisconsin. 

liy  Mr.  ABBOTT :  The  memorial  of  Elizabeth  Balcli  and 
32i)  others,  inliabilants  of  Newbury  and  Newburyport,  Mas- 
sachusetts, earnestly  praying  Congress  and  the  E.\ecutiveto 
take,  as  soon  as  possible,  the  necessary  steps,  by  the  use  of 
all  just  and  honorable  means,  for  securing  an  immediate  and 
peiinanent  peace  with  Aicxieo. 

J  By  Mr.  CitOVN'ELL:  The  petition  of  Eli  Odell  and  other 
citizens  of  Trumbull,  Portage,  and  Sumiiut  counties,  for  a 
tri-weekly  mail  route  from  Warren,  Trumbull  county,  to 
Hudson,  111  Summit  county. 

By  Mr.  ROOT:  Tiie  petition  of  300  citizens  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  piayiiig  that  the  war  with  Mexico  may  be  terniiiiaied. 
Also,  the  pet7tioii  of  200  citizens  of  Litchheld,  Ohio,  pray- 
ing that  the  slave-trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia  may  be 
inolubited.  Also,  the  petition  of  40  citizens  olElegriu,  Ohio, 
praying  that  the  war  with  Mexico  may  be  terminated. 

By  iMr.  'I'UUNER:  The  memorial  and  petition  of  George 
Edmonds,  agent  of  the  Des  Moines  Rapids  Improveinenl 
Comp:iiiy,  praying  the  pas.;age  of  an  act  to  authorize  said 
company  to  improve  the  Des  Moines  Rajiids,  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi river. 

By  Mr.  ROSE:  The  petition  of  Sarah  Mandeville,  pray- 
ing 10  be  placed  on  the  pension  roll. 

By  Mr.  NFS  :  The  petition  of  Jesse  John,  Daniel  Sheffer, 
William  W.  Hainineisly,  and  J.  A.  Gardner,  signed  by  one 
hundred  and  tifiy-three  citizens  of  the  county  of  Adams,  in 
tlie  State  of  Pennsylvania,  res|)ectfully  praying  tliat  tlie  pro- 
visions in  the  act  of  Congress  of  March  3, 1847,  requning 
postage  to  be  paid  on  all  newspapers  circulating  in  the  mail 
within  thirty  miles  of  the  olliee  of  publication,  and  also  that 
part  of  the  same  act  requiring  the  prepayment  of  three  cents 
postage  on  each  transient  newspaper  sent  in  the  mail,  be 
repealed,  and  tliat  such  other  modifications  of  said  act  be 
made  as  shall  more  etlectually  provide  for  a  uniform  system 
of  cheap  postage  on  letters,  &c. 

By  Mr.  SCHENCK:  The  memorial  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Preble  county,  Ohio,  praying  (or  a  reduction  of  postage  on 
small-sized  newspapers. 

By  Mr.  DICKINSON  :  A  petition  of  P.  Carlin  and  83 
others,  cilizens  of  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  praying  Congress 
to  reduce  and  equalize  the  postage  on  newspapers. 

By  Mr.  MANW  :  The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Nehemiah 
Slokely,  who  was  a  captain  in  the  revolutionary  war,  for 
commutation  pay.  Also,  the  jietition  of  tin:  heirs  of  Robert 
Laughlin,  late  of  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
deceased,  praying  compensation  for  property  destroyed 
during  the  revolutionary  war. 

By  Mr.  McILVAlNE:  The  memorial  of  George  W.  Phil- 
lips and  others,  praying  for  a  post-route  from  Pennington- 
viUe,  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  to  the  Buck  Tavern,  in 
Lancaster  county. 

By  Mr.  KENNON:  The  petition  of  John  Pettis  and  79 
other  cilizens  ol  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  praying  for  a  pro- 
portionate reduetion  of  postage  on  all  newspapers  not  con- 
taining more  than  500  square  inches  in  size. 

By  Mr.  POLLOCK  :  The  petition  of  legal  representatives 
of  James  Green,  a  soldier  of  the  revolutionary  war,  for  a 
pension. 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR  :  The  petition  of  John  Copeiand  and  64 
others,  citizens  of  Adams  county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  pray- 
ing tor  a  reduction  of  postage  upon  newspapers  of  small 
dimensions. 

By  Mr.  GRINNELL:  The  petition  of  John  Richardson 
and  others,  of  Boston,  asking  the  repeal  of  the  law  extend- 
ing the  patent  granted  to  William  Woodworth,  lor  his  in- 
vention of  a  machine  for  planing,  &.c.  Also,  the  petition  of 
William  Harding,  master  of  the  schooner  Albatross,  for  the 
remission  ol  a  penalty  under  the  revenue  laws. 

I'-y  Mr.  PILLSBURY:  The  memorial  of  C.  H.  Pix,  for 
payniPiit  of  rent  of  buildings  occupied  by  judge  of  the  admi- 
ralty court,  Isi-C,  at  Galveston,  Texas. 


IN  SENATE, 
Wednesday,  January  19,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  communication  from  the  War  Department,  cov- 
ering a  report  from  the  Commis.sioner  of  Indian 
Ailkirs,  respecting  losses  sustained  by  the  Seneca 
Indians  thiough  a  late  sub-agent,  made  in  compli- 
ance with  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  27th 
June,  1846.  , 

Al.so,  from  the  Treasury  Department,  in  relation 
to  an  accidental  clerical  omission  in  the  report  on 
the  statement  of  the  finances;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  appended. 

Also,  fiom  the  War  Department,  showing  the 
number  of  person.s  employed  in  the  Indian  Bureau. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  MANGUM  ]>rcscnted  a  petition  from  Ann 
Kelly,  widow  of  Daniel  Kelly,  gunner  in  the  navy, 
jirayiiig  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Aflairs. 


Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  petition  from  the 
Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy,  praying  the 
adoption  of  measures  to  prevent  the  importation  of 
spurious  drugs,  medicines,  and  chemicals,  into  the 
ports  of  the  United  States;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BAGBY  presented  additional  testimony  in 
the  case  of  Hugh  Wallace  Worinley;  which  was 
referred  to  tlie  Comtnittee  on  Naval  Aflairs. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  William  Darby,  praying  remuneration 
for  losses  sustained  in  preparing  the  map  of  Lou- 
isiana, commonly  called  Mellish's  Map;  which  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five  members. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.,  the  Vice  President  was 
authorized  to  appoint  the  committee;  and  the  Vice 
President  accordingly  appointed  Messrs.  Corwin, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Rusk,  Foote,  and  Cass, 
to  constitute  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NILES,  the  papers  in  the 
case  of  Major  Larabee  were  taken  from  the  files 
and  referred  to  the  Cornmittee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  NILES  said:  Mr.  President,  there  is  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate  the  petition  and  accompanying 
papers  of  Major  Charles  Larabee,  praying  for  an 
increase  of  his  pension,  or  for  arrears  of  pension, 
which  he  thinks  he  is  justly  entitled  to.  I  pre- 
sented this  petition  last  session,  and  then  took 
occasion  to  inake  a  few  remarks  on  the  case,  to 
ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  to 
it.  From  want  of  time,  I  pi-esume,  there  was  no 
action  upon  it.  Injustice  to  Major  Larabee,  who 
is  one  of  my  constituents,  I  cannot  now  forbear  to 
sayafew  words  respecting  the  merits  of  this  claiin, 
and  the  peculiar  hardship  of  the  case  of  the  peti- 
tioner. Major  Larabee  entered  the  army  several 
years  before  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  I  be- 
lieve, in  the  humble  rank  of  a  private,  or  perhaps 
of  a  sergeant,  and  by  his  good  conduct,  his  fidel- 
ity, and  his  bravery,  left  the  army  with  the  brevet 
rank  of  a  major  conferred  upon  him  for  his  gallant 
and  honorable  conduct.  Before  the  war  began, 
lie  was  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  and 
he  was  in  that  fierce  and  bloody  fight  at  Browns- 
town,  the  very  first  battle  of  that  war,  and  in  that 
action  lost  his  right  arm,  which  was  so  shattered 
that  it  had  to  be  amputated  at  the  shoulder.  But 
though  thus  wounded  and  maimed,  he  continued 
in  the  service,  and  was  actively  employed  dui-ing 
the  whole  war,  and  was  in  other  actions,  of  which 
the  battle  of  Plattsburg  was  one. 

Soon  after  the  war  he  left  the  army,  and  in  1830 
received  his  pension,  commencing  in  1827.  Being 
but  a  lieutenant  when  wounded,  he  received  a  pen- 
sion as  such  only,  although  he  sustained  the  hon- 
orable rank  of  a  major  when  he  left  the  service. 
His  pension  is  only  twenty-five  dollars  per  month, 
a  small  sum  for  an  officer  of  the  rank  of  a  major, 
and  wishing  to  sustain  in  society  the  character 
belonging  to  that  rank.  If  his  pension  was  to  go 
back,  as  is  done  in  the  case  of  officers  of  the  navy, 
there  would  be  a  considerable  sum  due  him  for 
arrears  of  pension.  There  were  several  years 
which  intervened  between  the  lime  he  left  the 
army  when  hi.^  pay  as  an  officer  ceased,  and  that 
of  the  commencement  of  his  pension.  For  this 
period,  at  least,  it  appears  to  me,  he  is  justly  en- 
titled to  receive  his  pension;  but  this  would  be  in- 
adequate relief.  It  appears  to  me  that  this  is  a 
proper  time  to  revise  our  invalid  pensiim  laws,  as 
there  are  now  many  who  will  be  claiming  relief 
under  them.  There  are,  I  apprehend, defects  in  our 
laws;  they  will  probably  require  amendment  to  do 
justice  to  the  numerous  ineritorious  officers  and 
soldiers  who  have  been  wounded  in  the  present 
war.  It  is  my  opinion,  without  having  particu- 
larly examined  this  subject,  that  the  present  laws 
do  not  make  a  sufficient  distinction  between  these 
whose  disability  is  such  as  to  wholly  deprive 
them  of  the  capacity  to  support  themselves,  and 
those  whose  disability  is  partial,  and  not  essen- 
tial disability  for  civil  employment.  In  the  former 
case,  the  sacrifice  of  the  wounded  officer  or  soldier 
is  great;  it  is,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  alone, 
equal  to  the  value  of  a  man's  services  for  life.  It 
is  in  reality  much  more  than  this,  as  it  is  no  small 
thing  to  be  wounded  and  lose  a  limb  for  life. 

1  would  not  encourage  a  spirit  for  war,  or  a  de- 
sire for  military  fame  and  distinction  among  the 
young  men  of  the,  country;  but  those  who  possess 
this  spirit  tind  who  hazard  their  lives,  their  limbs, 
and  llieir  licalth  in  the  service  of  their  country,  I 
would  deal  justly  and  liberally  with.  Without 
saying  more,  I  commend  this  rase  to  the  examina- 
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tion  and  carefal  consideration  of  tlie  committee, 
and  trust  that  they  will  be  able  to  afford  some  re- 
lief to  the  petitioner,  either  by  a  general  law  or  a 
special  act  confined  to  this  particular  case,  which 
is  certainly  one  of  great  hardship. 

REPORTS  raOM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mormon 
Doup;lass,  late  United  States  Attorney  in  East 
Florida;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  changing  the  time  of  hold- 
ing the  terms  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Maine;  which  was  read  a 
first  time. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  joint  resolution  in  relation  to  the  rendi- 
tion of  judgments  against  the  United  States  in  cer- 
tain cases;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  petition  of  Leslie  Combs,  and  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  I  can  see  no  reason  why  there 
fihould  be  a  change  of  reference  in  this  case. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  This  is  a  claim  arising  from 
the  result  of  negotiation  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico,  when  Texas  was  yet  an  independent 
Republic.  It  is  not  a  claim  presented  as  growing 
up  su.bsequently  to  the  time  of  her  admission  into 
the  Union.  It  is  a  question,  therefore,  depending 
on  the  principles  of  international  law.  After  the 
union  of  Texas  with  this  Republic,  such  claims 
would  properly  belong  to  the  Committee  of  Claims; 
but  the  claim  having  arisen  pwor  to  the  union,  I 
submit  that  the  subject  properly  belongs  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  hope  the  committee  will 
not  be  discharged;  if  they  should  be,  the  subject 
ought  not  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations; for  it  is  undoubtedly,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
entirely  a  distinct  claim.  It  is  one  which  neces- 
sarily requires  the  a[)plication  of  accurate  and  pre- 
cise legal  knowledge.  And  as  these  are  very 
interesting  questions, and  as  it  is  probable  that  they 
will  occupy  much  of  the  attention  of  Congress  in 
future,  I  hope  we  shall  have  the  benefit  of  all  the 
learning  of  the  distinguished  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  I  shall  be  perfectly  willing  to 
acquiesce  in  the  suggestions  of  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  if  he  can  indicate  to  me  any  one 
principle  of  municipal  law  which  will  be  brought 
into  discussion  in  the  consideration  of  this  claim. 
The  question  is,  what  is  the  responsibility  which 
the  United  States  incurs  in  consequence  of  her 
associating  with  herself,  and  incorporating  into  the 
Union,  a  foreign  State?  If  that  is  not  a  subject  for 
the  consideration  of  the  Committee  ou  Foreign 
Relations,  I  know  not  what  is. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT.  1  disagree  entirely  with  the 
honorable  Senator.  I  conceive  that  by  far  the  most 
difficult  and  delicate  question  iinvolved  in  this  claim 
is  a  question  of  municipal  law. 

The  question  was  put  on  discharging  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of  John  Searing ;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
jninted. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Gad 
Humphreys,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  MANGUM  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  lies  over: 

Resolved,  That  tin;  PrBsidcnt  of  the  United  States  be  rc- 
questuit  to  iiil'oriii  tlic  .Soiritc  wholher  tlie  eenenil  ordf-rs 
No.  376,  issued  hy  Gi.'ncial  Scott  at  Ileadquarteis,  Mexico, 
bcariii'4  date  IGth  Oeceniher  last,  were  issued  upon  instruc- 
tiona  t'lom  the  Secretary  of  War;  and  if  so,  to  lay  such 
instructions  Ix^fore  the  Senate;  ajid  also,  any  opinion  of 
General  Scott  in  refjaril  to  the  necessary  niilltary  means  to 
carry  said  instructions  into  efl'cct  which  may  be  on  file. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  lies  over: 
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Resolved,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  instrncted 
to  innnire  into  and  report  to  tlie  Senate  the  manner  in  which 
the  printin!!  of  the  Senate  has  been  executed;  wlietherit 
has  been  done  in  conformity  with  the  terms  of  the  contract, 
either  as  to  the  quality  and  size  of  the  paper  furnislied,  or 
the  maimer  in  which  the  printing  has  been  done;  also,  that 
they  inquire  and  report  whether  the  documents  printed  anil 
distributed  by  the  printers  to  Congress  are  correctly  printed 
from  the  originals  sent  to  their  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOWNS, 

Ordn-ed,  That  ihe  memorial  of  John  Hagan,  E.  liackett, 
and  Sherman  Johnson,  owners  of  the  slaves  compelled  by 
mutiny  on  board  the  Creole  to  enter  tlie  port  of  Nassau,  and 
liberated  by  the  authorities  of  that  place,  be  taken  from  the 
files  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRADBURY,  the  vote  con- 
firming the  adverse  report  in  the  case  of  Amos 
Holden  was  reconsidered,  and  the  papers,  with  ad- 
ditional evidence,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  RUSK,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  introduced 
a  bill  to  establish  an  additional  district  court  of  the 
United  States  in  the  State  of  Texas. 

On  motion,  Mr.  Bradbury  was  excused  from 
serving  on  the  Committee  on  Printing;  Mr.  Cam- 
eron from  the  Committee  on  Commerce;  Mr.  Yu- 
LEE  from  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims; 
and  Mr.  Dickinson  from  the  Coinmittee  on  Pat- 
ents. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  stated  thathe  was 
somewhat  embarrassed  as  to  the  intention  of  the 
Senate  in  regard  to  these  appointments;  whether 
the  chairmen  were  to  be  designated  by  him,  or 
merely  appointed  to  complete  the  number. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  understand  that  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Senate  has  been  that  the  Chair  simply 
appoint  a  member  of  the  committee.  I  believe 
that,  under  parliamentary  rules,  every  committee 
has  a  right  to  make  its  own  chairman  ;  hut  it  has 
been  the  invariable  practice  here  to  accede  to  the 
rule,  when  the  appointment  is  given  to  the  Chair, 
that  the  fi.rst  named  on  the  committee  shall  be 
chairman.  Still  I  think  it  is  within  the  compe- 
tency of  the  committee  to  displace  that  chairman 
at  any  time  and  appoint  another.  But  when  a  va- 
cancy occurs,  the  usage,  I  think,  has  been  simply 
to  appoint  a  committee  man. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  In  regard  to  the  practice  of  the 
Senate,  I  happen  to  recollect  one  instaace  which 
occurred  in  relation  to  a  comrnittce  of  which  I  was 
a  member — I  mean  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs. Judge  White  had  been  our  chairman  for 
many  years.  I  happened  to  be  the  second  on  that 
committee.  When  Judge  White  resigned  his  seat 
in  the  Senate,  the  then  Presiding  Officer  of  the 
Senate  appointed  Mr.  Tipton  to  be  chairman. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  think  the  practice  has  been 
different.  I  know  there  have  been  cases  where  the 
chairmen  have  been  appointed  by  the  Presiding 
Officer;  but  I  think  the  principle  is,  that  the  Chair 
appoints  the  committee  men,  and  it  belongs  to  the 
coinmittee,  where  it  is  not  otherwise  provided  for, 
to  say  who  shall  be  chairman. 

Mr.  YULEE  said  that  he  had  occasion  recently 
to  make  some  little  examination  of  the  subject.  A 
vacancy  occurred  in  the  Conxmittee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  and  a  motion  was  made,  in  the  terms  usual 
on  such  occasions,  and  a  member  was  appointed 
in  the  usual  manner,  and  the  committee,  on  ex- 
amination of  the  question,  found  that  the  precedents 
wereunbroken,thatwhen  appointnnents were  made 
to  fill  vacancies  by  the  Presiding  Officer,  under  the 
authority  of  the  Senate,  the  member  appointed 
takes  his  place  at  the  foot  of  the  committee.  Tlic 
committee  always  appointed  their  chairman  unless 
the  Senate  thought  proper  to  designate  the  chaii-- 
man.  This  was  the  case  with  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations;  but  the  Cominittee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  referring  to  the  precedent  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  and  an  unbroken  series  of  precedents, 
considered  that  to  be  the  rule  existing.  The  case 
referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  did  not 
fall  under  the  observation  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  SEVIER  read  from  the  Senate  Journal  the 
case  to  which  he  had  referred,  to  show  that  it  was 
competent  for  the  Vice  President  to  appoint  anj'' 
Senator  he  jileased. 

The   PRESIDING  OFFICER  then    put    the 


question,  "Shall  the  appointments  be  limited  to 
filling  up  the  number?" and 

It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  having  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional 
military  force — 

Mr.  FOOTE  said :  The  Senator  from  North  Car- 
olina [Mr.  Badger]  concluded  his  speech  of  yes- 
terday witli  the  mention  of  what  he  was  pleased 
to  entitle  "  the  flickering  light  of  military  glory." 
What  does  this  mean  ?  Does  he  .■^o  much  condemn 
the  war,  that  he  is  of  opinion,  with  some  other 
distinguished  gentlemen  of  his  party,  that  no  per- 
manent honor  can  be  acquired  in  a  war  so  unjust 
and  unconstitutional?  I  knew  before  that  the  ven- 
erable Senatorfrom  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Webster] 
had  expressed,  some  months  ago,  his  opinion,  in 
very  plain  language  too,  that  no  real  glory  could 
be  achieved  in  such  a  war.  His  words  on  this 
point  are  worth  quotation;  for  they  seem  to  me  to 
indicate  a  settled  design,  not  to  say  a  deliberate 
conspiracy,  in  certain  quarters,  to  prevent  our  mil- 
itary chieftains  of  this  Mexican  war  from  deriving 
any  eminent  civic  advancement  from  their  immor- 
tal exploits.  "  Sir,"  said  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, on  the  occasion  referred  to,  "  I  need 
'  not  say  that  I  have  as  much  respect  for  distin- 
'  guished  military  achievement  as  any  man.  I 
'  would  not  see  any  laurels  that  belonged  to  it 
'  withered.  I  honor  those  who  are  called  on,  by 
'  professional  duty,  to  bear  arms  in  their  country's 
'  cause,  and  who  do  their  duty  well.  I  would  ob- 
'  scure  none  of  their  fame.  But  I  will  say  here, 
'  and  to  them,  that  it  is  the  solemn  adjudication  of 
'  nations,  and  it  is  the  sentiment  of  the  Christian 
'  world,  that  war  waged  for  vicious  purposes,  or 
'  from  vicious  motives,  tarnishes  the  lustre  of  arms, 
'  and  darkens,  if  it  does  not  blot,  what  other- 
'  wise  might  be  a  glorious  page  in  the  histoi-y  of 
'  the  nation  that  makes  it."  Well,  sir,  the  Sena- 
tor from  North  Carolina,  and  others  cooperating 
with  him  in  this  discussion,  claim  to  have  proved 
that  this  war  was  entered  upon  by  the  President, 
not  in  defence,  nor  to  avenge  national  injuries  and 
insults,  but  in  order  to  secure  a  plausible  pretext  for 
forcibly  seizing  upon,  and  permanently  retaining, 
the  Californias  and  New  Mexico.  He  denounces 
the  act  as  a  great  crime,  and  quotes  poetry  depictive 
of  his  contempt  and  indignation  against  such  vile 
conduct;  so  that  between  the  two  distinguished 
gentlemen,  the  case  is  easily  made  out.  Neither 
General  Taylor  nor  Genei'al  Scott  could  have 
gained  any  laurels  worthy  to  adorn  the  brow  of  a 
patriot,  since  the  war  is  judged  to  be  both  waged 
for  "  vicious  purposes"  "and  from  "  vicious  mo- 
tives," and  thus  is  "  the  lusti-e  of  arms"  seriously 
"tarnished."  This,  too,  is  not  mentioned  to  be 
the  opinion  of  a  single  individual,  however  distin- 
guished, nor  even  of  many;  but  "  the  adjudication 
of  nations,"  and  "  the  sentiment  of  the  Christian 
world."  No  wonder  that  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  talks  about  the  flickering  light  of  military 
glory.  This  word  flickering  is  quite  expressive. 
It  is  usually  applied  to  the  blaze  of  a  candle  or 
lamp  just  in  the  act  of  becoming  extinct.  And, 
sir,  i.s  it  po.ssible  that  all  the  glory  which  certain 
gentlemen  lately  saw  in  the  achievements  of  our 
brave  officers  and  men  who  have  fought  in  Mexi- 
co, is  about  becoming  eclipsed  ?  Shall  we  say  of 
the  lustre  of  Buena  Vista,  "  Sic  transit  gloria  mun- 
diV  Has  the  old  dread  of  military  chieftains 
suddenly  come  upon  distinguished  gentlemen?  Is 
Cicero's  famous  maxim — '■'■Arma  cedunt  toga" — 
about  to  be  realized  ?  Has  some  magnetic  process 
been  going  on,  in  order  to  win  distinguished  gen- 
tlemen back  to  their  old  faith,  and  prevent  them 
from  running  after  new  idols  ?  I  have  understood 
that  the  celebrated  lecturer  on  electro-magnetism 
is  in  the  city,  and,  if  applied  to,  might  perchance 
suggest  the  means  of  succeeding  in  this  magiiet- 
izins:  scheme.  Well,  1  am  really  afraid  that  if  the 
blaz'e  of  military  glory  is  flickering,  it  may  be 
expected  to  go  out  shortly. 

Mr.  I:}ADGER.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me 
to  interrupt  him,  I  will  say  thnl  tho  expression 
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which  I  used  was  used  inadvertently.  The  term 
I  intended  to  use  was  very  different.  I  meant  the 
dazzlino^  lisjlit  of  military  glory.  I  was  not  aware, 
until  the  Senator  informed  me,  that  I  had  used  the 
word  Jlickerhig. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Well,  sir,  dazzling  is  the  word, 
then.  I  am  not  sure  that  tiiis  helps  the  case  much. 
If  the  glory  of  arms  is  dazzling,  why  then  we  infer 
that  there  is  iiotlijng  substantial  in  it,  but  it  is  alto- 
getlier  delusive.  Sir,  it  is  not  my  business  to 
advocate  the  claims  of  military  men  to  high  civil 
stations  on  account  of  their  military  distinction 
alone.  Nor  shall  I  seriously  interfere  in  this  mat- 
ter at  all;  but  whether  General  Taylor's  glory,  as 
one  of  the  ofiicers  in  this  war,  be  or  be  not  either 
flickering  or  dazzling — fading  into  extinction,  or 
merely  dekis;ory — I  feel  l;)ound  to  say  a  few  words 
in  vindication  of  this  commander,  against  the  pecu- 
liar advocacy  wliich  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina has  thought  proper,  on  the  present  occasion, 
to  originate  in  his  behalf.  He  asserts  that  the 
movement  of  General  Taylor  to  the  Rio  Grande 
brought  on  the  war;  and  he  further  says  that  Gen- 
eral Taylor  is  not  at  all  responsible  for  the  move- 
ment. Indeed!  General  Taylor  not  responsible.' 
Why,  it  is'one  of  his  chief  glories  in  the  war  that 
he  is  responsible.  The  movement  was  necessary; 
he  perceived  the  necessity  of  approaching  the  Rio 
Grande — did  advance  to  it — and  lo  !  tiie  collision 
of  arms.  The  whole  correspondence  of  General 
Taylor  with  the  Government  is  of  the  same  im- 
port, and  Is  all  alike  calculated  to  fix  upon  him  the 
chief  responsibility  of  the  movement,  and  secure 
to  him  the  glory  of  having  acted  with  singular 
acuteness,  energy,  and  good  sense,  at  this  delicate 
crisis. 

[Here  Mr.  F.  read  from  various  documents,  in 
maintenance  of  what  he  had  asserted,  and  then 
proceeded  as  follows:] 

Sir,  no  man  can  examine  this  correspondence 
between  General  Taylor  and  the  Secretary  of  War, 
without  being  perfectly  satisfied  of  these  facts:  1st. 
The  Administration  entirely  confided  in  his  judg- 
ment and  energy,  and  designed  from  the  first  to 
endow  him  with  an  ample  discretion  as  to  his 
movementson  the  southwestern  frontier.  2d.  That 
every  movement  in  the  direction  of  the  Rio  Grande 
was  taken,  eiihet  upon  his  own  judgment,  in  the 
absence  ot^  special  instructions  from  Washington, 
or  in  obedience  to  instructions  founded  upon  his 
own  previous  advice;  and  3d.  That  there  was  not 
one  of  these  movements,  from  first  to  last — froiTi 
the  location  of  his  troops  on  the  west  bank  of  the 
Nueces,  up  to  the  earliest  battle  with  the  enemy — 
which  he  did  not  execute  with  great  alacrity,  and, 
as  there  is  good  reason  to  believe,  with  a  full  con- 
viction that  what  he  was  doing  was  necessary  to 
the  honor  of  his  country,  and  to  his  own  personal 
tame.  And  now,  when  the  glorious  battles  of  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey,  and  Buena 
Vista  have  been  fought;  when  General  Taylor's 
fame  and  popularity  are  placed  beyond  C|uestioii, 
by  his  conduct  upon  those  immortal  fields  of 
bloody  and  perilous  strife,  I  must  regard  it  as  one 
of  the  most  illiberal,  unfair,  and,  but  for  the  respect 
which  I  bear  certain  gentlemen  liere,  I  would  say 
unmanly  and  contemptible  efforts  I  have  ever  heard 
of  in  my  life  to  shuffle  him,  by  sly  device  and  quib- 
bling sophistry,  out  of  all  the  responsibility  of 
thoseacla,withoutwhich  he  would  never  have  been, 
as  he  is,  his  country's  pride  and  the  world's  admi- 
ration. Sir,  so  decided  are  my  opinions  on  this 
subject,  that,  as  much  as  I  adnnre  General  Taylor, 
(and  I  do  so  as  highly  as  any  one  in  the  Republic, 
out  of  the  pale  of  those  who  are  struggling  to  make 
political  capital  out  of  his  popularity,)  so  help  me 
Heaven,  if  I  thought,  as  I  am  far  from  doing,  that 
he  would  give  his  sanction,  for  an  instant  of  time, 
to  such  miserable  special  pleading  as  we  have  heard 
here  from  his  professed  friends,  I  should  feel  com- 
pelled to  aive  up  entirely  my  pre.sent  profound 
respect  for  Ins  character  us  a  man  of  justice  and 
magnanimity.  I  will  not  believe,  sir,  that  were 
General  Taylor  now  in  our  midal,  he  would  fail  to 
set  gentlemen  right  on  this  subject;  and  I  confi- 
dently believe  that  he  would  tell  tliem  that  he  would 
ficorn  all  popularity  or  character  which  was  to  be 
obtained  by  a  resort  to  technical  subterfuges,  that 
would  not  be  very  respectable  even  in  a  justice's 
court,  in  a  case  where  the  whole  matter  iri  contro- 
versy only  amounted  to  some  fifteen  shillings  or 
less.  I  am  almost  tempted  lo  cxciuim,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Fulstaff— 

"Call  you  ihii  backing  your  friendii  ?" 


Sir,  it  seems  to  me,  that  in  the  progress  of  the 
debate  which  has  been  going  on  for  some  days 
past  in  this  body,  not  a  small  number  of  the  topics 
which  have  been  introduced,  and  more  or  less 
strenuously  urged  upon  our  attention,  have  either 
no  legitimate  connection  with  the  grave  and  mo- 
mentous question  before  us,  or  have  been  hereto- 
fore so  repeatedly  discussed  in  legislative  halls,  and 
in  popular  assemblies,  that  but  little  either  of  profit 
or  entertainment  could  be  reasonably  anticipated 
from  a  renewed  examination  of  them  at  the  present 
time.  I  may  be  in  error,  sir  ;  but  if  I  do  not  egre- 
giously  mistake  the  indications  of  public  sentiment 
which  are  reaching  us  every  hour,  there  has  never 
been  more  unanimity  exhibited  in  this  country 
than  is  now  displaying  itself  in  regard  to  the  origin, 
progress,  and  future  prosecution  of  tiie  pending 
war  with  Mexico.  Sir,  the  patriotic  citizens  of 
this  Republic,  almost  everywhere,  heartily  approve 
the  whole  course  of  the  Administration  thus  far  in 
the  management  of  this  war,  and  are  resolved  that 
it  shall  not  languish  for  want  of  the  necessary  sup- 
plies, both  of  men  and  money,  to  ensure  its  vigor- 
ous prosecution.  Thank  Heaven,  we  have  not 
yet  reached — and  God  forbid  we  should  ever 
reach — that  sad  period  in  our  history  as  a  free  peo- 
ple, when  a  factious  combination  anywhere  will 
be  able  to  plunge  the  natal  land  of  Washington  and 
Jackson,  of  Jefferson  and  Franklin,  into  that  deep 
and  irretrievable  disgrace  which  I  fear  that  a  few 
degenerate  sons  of  heroic  sires  in  different  parts  of 
the  Republic  have  been,  for  some  months  past,  la- 
boring most  assiduously  to  provide  for  us.  Not 
yet — nor  ever,  I  trust — are  we  to  realize  those 
scenes  so  memorable  in  Athenian  annals,  when 
Demosthenes,  whose  fervent  and  fearless  eloquence 
shook  even  the  Macedonian  despot  upon  his  throne, 
felt  constrained,  by  a  high  sense  of  patriotic  duty, 
to  launch  the  arrows  of  his  blasting  invective 
against  certain  factious  orators  of  his  day;  who, 
swayed  by  party  feeling  or  the  mad  ambition  to 
rule,  or  some  motive  still  more  inglorious,  sought 
to  get  up  a  party  in  Athens  op]josed  to  timely 
measures  of  defence  against  the  dangerous  en- 
croachments of  Philip.  Far  from  us,  and  from 
our  posterity,  be  that  monnent  of  disgrace  and  des- 
peration, when  an  American  Senator  shall  find  it 
necessary  to  the  freedom  and  honor  of  his  country 
to  denounce  any  portion  of  his  countrymen  in  such 
language  as  burst  in  lightning  and  in  thunder  from 
the  lipsof  the  noblest  champion  of  Grecian  liberty, 
when  he  exclaimed — 

"  But  not  only  is  our  full  conviction  of  these  facts  neces- 
sary to  our  sal'ctj' — not  only  is  it  neces.sary  that  we  should 
resolve  to  take  vengeance  on  Philip  by  all  the  operations  of 
war, — liut  it  is  equally  iipcessary  tiiat  we  should  prosecute, 
with  the  most  determhied  haired,  those  who  make  harangues 
in  his  favor.  Let  us  be  stronaly  convinced  how  impossible 
it  is  to  vanquish  the  foreign  enemies  of  the  republic,  initil 
we  punish  her  domestic  foes — these  ministers  of  Philip. 
But  I  appeal  to  Jupiter,  and  all  our  other  gods,  you  have 
ntilher  power  for  such  an  attempt,  nor  inclination.  For  to 
such  excess  are  you  arrived;  either  of  infatuation  or  plircnsy, 
(I  am  unable  to  express  myself',)  that  I  am  frequently 
alannecl  lest  sonic  dcnioii  precipitately  hurry  tlie  republic 
to  ili'struclioii ;  when,  either  for  the  saUe  of  some  personal 
invective  or  iiividioas  reniaik,  some  malignant  ridicule  or 
trivial  pk■a^antry,  you  conmuuid  those  mercenaries  of  Philip 
to  speak  in  your  assemblies,  and'laugh  when  they  are  scur- 
rilously  abusive.  Nor  is  this  the  severest  mischief,  however 
severe  ;  for  you  have,  at  least  in  pari,  given  up  the  republic 
to  tiieir  administration,  and  rendered  it  less  dangerous  for 
them  to  oli'er  you  the  most  pernicious  measures,  than  for 
others  to  propose  that  counsel  wliich  concerns  your  inter- 
ests and  honor  alone." 

No  one,  Mr.  President,  who  listened  to  the  able 
argument  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  a  few 
days  since,  could  have  avoided  being  forciby  struck 
with  the  peculiar  cogency  of  that  part  of  it  which 
was  devoted  lo  establishing  the  important  position, 
that  the  pending  war  with  Mexico  is  both  just  and 
honorable.  Perhaps  I  should  have  been  still  more 
impiesscd  with  the  views  of  the  Senator  from  Ma- 
ryland, had  I  not  been  led,  from  his  high  reputa- 
tion as  a  jurist  and  a  statesman,  to  anticipate  such 
an  effort  as  would  comport  with  the  peculiar  dig- 
nity of  his  own  chivalrous  State,  and  be  not  un- 
worthy of  the  successor  in  this  body  of  the  first 
of  American  orators — the  illustrious  Pinkney.  I 
fear,  though,  that  the  logical  artillery  of  the  honor- 
able Senator  was  hardly  felt  to  play  with  any  de- 
cided efl'ect  uf)on  the  convictions  of  those  most 
proximate  to  him  in  this  Chand)er  ;  among  whom, 
if  he'should,  perchance,  have  effected  a  conversion 
or  two,  I  shall  regard  it  as  inatter  of  special  giatu- 
lation.  But,  whatever  fortune  the  Senator  may 
have  had  in  this  respect,  such  an  argument  as  he 
has  presented  here  will  certainly  not  fad  to  receive 


a  just  appreciation  at  the  hands  of  his  countrymen; 
and  the  day  can  never  by  possibility  arrive  when 
he  will  regret  the  expression  of  views  at  once  so 
wise  and  so  noble.  Long  v/ill  the  "star-spangled 
banner"  of  our  fathers  wave  in  triumph  "  over 
the  land  of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave," 
whilst  sentiments  of  lofty  patriotism  in  our  national 
councils  shall  attend  upon  the  valorous  achieve- 
ments of  our  heroic  armies  upon  the  fields  of  a 
just  and  defensive  war. 

The  speech  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  so 
far  as  it  was  in  vindication  of  the  justice  and  honor 
of  the  war,  could  scarcely  have  failed  of  its  intend- 
ed effect  in  any  quarter,  as  it  would  seem  to  me, 
except  where  compelled  to  encounter  that  great 
enemy  to  truth,  against  which  the  venerable  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  the  other  day,  so  solemn- 
ly warned  us,  and  which  he  was  pleased  to  deno- 
minate "pride  of  opinion."  When  this  pride  of 
opinion  was  thus,  with  something  of  dramatic  em- 
phasis, exercised  by  the  distinguished  Senator  from 
the  noble  Palmetto  State,  1  confess  that!  scarcely 
knew  precisely  what  quality  of  the  mental  man 
might  be  probably  alluded  to.  But  I  have  since 
ascertained,  from  some  who  profess  to  be  particu- 
larly wise  in  such  matters,  that  this  same  pride  of 
opinion  is  a  morbid  condition  of  the  human  intel- 
lect, brought  on,  most  commonly  at  least,  in  un- 
derstandings of  a  certain  elevation  and  expansive 
force,  by  multiplied  successes  achieved  over  vi2or- 
ous  opponents  in  the  arena  of  logical  digladia- 
tion — that  it  is  a  status  of  moral  being  very  much 
disrelished  by  those  who  are  over-eager  to  make 
proselytes  either  in  religion  or  politics,  and  of 
which  those  are  apt  to  complain  most  dolorously 
when  they  suspect  its  existence  in  others,  who,  in 
the  impartial  judgment  of  mankind  in  general,  are 
most  subject  to  the  access  of  the  malady  them- 
selves. Now,  as  pride  of  opinion  is  commonly 
understood  to  Le  precisely  "  antagonistical"  to 
what  is  known  among  practical  politicians  under 
the  dread  name  of  inconsistency,  (which  latter 
quality  is  quite  celebrated  as  a. grievous  impedi- 
ment to  high  civic  advancement,)  I  am  not  entire- 
ly able  to  perceive  why  it  might  not  be  permitted 
to  escape  severe  criticism  on  this  side  of  the  At- 
lantic, where  most  of  our  leading  statesmen,  un- 
mindful of  illustrious  examples  elsewhere,  of  the 
formal  and  public  disavowal  of  opinions  once  as- 
certained to  be  clearly  erroneous,  are  every  now 
and  then  heard  to  insist,  with  an  earnestness  which 
is  the  customary  attendant  of  perfect  sincerity  of 
heart,  that  though  it  may  be  qmte  possible  for  the 
wondrous  magnet  to  lose  more  or  less  of  its  charac- 
teristic polarity,  and  for  Phoebus  himself,  some 
of  these  cold  and  cloudy  days,  in  a  moment  of 
sudden  caprice,  perchance,  to  permit  the  regular 
succession  of  the  seasons  to  become  fatally  dis- 
turbed, yet  that  the  operative  powers  of  their 
minds  are  not  at  all  subject  to  the  great  law  of 
change  which  is  impressed  upon  the  whole  uni- 
verse besides,  and  that  they  liave  the  happiness 
still,  in  the  noon  or  evening  of  life,  as  the  case 
may  be,  to  entertain  the  sell-same  opinions  upon 
all  the  public  questions  which  have  divided  par- 
ties in  this  their  day  and  generation,  which  they 
adopted  upon  their  first  entrance  into  the  tangled 
and  thorny  pathways  of  modern  statesnuanship. 

Mr.  President,  the  learned  and  able  Senator  from 
Maryland  has  made  it  wholly  unnecessary  that  the 
Administration  now  in  power  should  be  hereafter 
defended  against  a  number  of  charges  growing  out 
of  this  Mexican  war.  Did  1  not  know  that  the 
course  of  that  Senator  had  not  been  at  all  actuated 
by  a  desire  to  conciliate  the  political  party  with 
which  it  is  my  honor  to  hold  connection,  I  should 
thank  him,  in  the  name  of  those  associated  with 
me,  for  the  seasonable  and  effectual  relief  which 
he  has  thus  afforded  us,  and  which  his  conscience 
and  patriotism  have  forced  him  to  afford  us,  from 
the  insidious  and  persevering  hostility  of  an  un- 
scrupulous press,  sustained  and  encouraged  as  it 
is  by  a  furious  band  of  unblushing  demagogues, 
who  occupy  themselves  night  and  day  in  traducing 
the  G-overnmcnt  of  their  own  country,  and  in  be- 
wailing the  wrongs  and  sufferings  of  those  whom 
they  denominate  "  our  republican  brethren  in 
Mexico.'.'  Had  a  friend  of  the  ruling  Adminis- 
tration, however  elevated  in  point  of  character  and 
energetic  in  the  field  of  debate,  given  utterance  to 
many  of  the  striking;  and  important  truths  so  start- 
lingly  announced  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland, 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  work  of  convic- 
tion would   have  scarcely  consummated  in   tlie 
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minds  of  many  deluded  citizens,  who  will  now  see 
that  to  doubt  the  justice  and  honor  of  this  war,  and 
all  the  minor  points  involved  in  this  sweeping 
proposition,  is  to  stultify  their  own  understand- 
ings, and  to  close  iheir  hearts  to  all  the  ennobling 
sentiments  which  swell  and  animate  the  bosom  of 
the  patriot.  Who  will  ever  be  unblushing  enough 
hereafter  to  deny  the  honor  and  justice  of  this  war? 
Who  will  hereafter  deny  that  the  Rio  Grande  was 
the  boundary  line  of  Texas  before  annexation,  and 
of  our  country  since?  Who  will  dare  to  call  in 
question  the  authority  or  policy  of  marching  our 
army  to  the  left  bank  of  this  now  famous  river? 
Who  will  doubt  the  previous  determination  of  the 
Mexican  Government,  as  promulged  in  grave  pub- 
lic documents,  to  carry  on  a  cruel  and  devastating 
war  upon  all  our  peaceful  citizens  who  might, 
at  the  period  of  intended  invasion,  be  found  west 
of  the  Sabine?  Who  will  not  now  perceive  that 
a  large  military  force  had  been  already  concen- 
trated in  the  neighborhood  of  Matamoros,  which 
■was  already  to  light  up  the  flames  of  war  along 
our  whole  frontier,  before  the  movement  of 
our  heroic  army  from  the  west  bank  of  the 
Nueces?  Thus  might  I  have  indulged  in  the  lan- 
guage of  interrogation  a  few  days  ago.  Alas!  we 
can  do  so  no  longer.  Several  gentlemen,  standing 
high  with  their  party,  and  of  deservedly  respecta- 
ble rank  in  a  learned  profession,  have  lately  at- 
tempted to  put  the  country  afloat  again  upon  the 
ocean  of  disputation.  But  I  trust  they  will  forgive 
me  for  saying,  what  I  think  all,  save  themselves, 
must  have  most  sensibly  felt,  that  I  could  not  per- 
ceive anything  which  fell  from  either  of  them  at 
all  calculated  to  weaken  the  force  of  the  argument 
of  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  as  to  any  of  the 
points  discussed  by  him.  These,  1  proclaim,  so 
far  as  partisan  opposition  is  concerned,  are  settled 
points  ;  in  the  language  of  the  law-books,  res  adju- 
dioata.,  The  arena  of  controversy,  as  to  all  these 
questions  heretofore  so  fiercely  disputed,  should 
be  regarded  as  being  now  forever  closed;  and, 
according  to  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  the  Pres- 
ident is  only  to  blame  for  not  having  caused  a  larger 
force  to  march  under  command  of  General  Taylor 
than  that  distinguished  officer  saw  assembled 
around  him  upon  the  battle-fields  of  Palo  Alto  and 
Resaca  de  la  Palma.  So  that  the  President  was 
rot  censurable  for  ordering  the  march  to  the  Rio 
Grande,  but  for  not  discovering  the  intention  of  the 
enemy  still  earlier  than  he  did,  and  for  failing  to 
assemble  a  sufficient  body  of  men  under  the  stand- 
ard of  our  country,  to  have  at  once  demoralized 
the  foe,  and  have  caused  him  to  abandon  his  hos- 
tile design  forever.  I  am  persuaded,  that  if  the 
Senator  had  looked  into  this  matter  somewhat  more 
carefully,  he  would  have  ascertained  that  there  was 
as  little  ground  for  condemning  the  Executive  on 
this  score,  as  for  ordering  the  march  to  the  Rio 
Orande  ;  as  it  is  at  least  certain,  beyond  contradic- 
tion, that  General  Taylor  had  full  authority  to  pro- 
cure the  increase  of  his  army  to  any  extent  which 
he  might  judge  necessary;  and  that  though  he  had 
but  a  small  force,  in  point  of  numbers,  to  contend 
with  the  large  army  at  the  moment  known  to  be 
concentrating  upon  the  Rio  Grande,  yet  his  army 
was  just  as  large  as  he  desired  it  to  be,  or  supposed 
to  be  at  all  necessary,  and  that  he  had  been  season- 
ably given  the  power  to  increase  his  force  according 
to  his  discretion.  How  the  admission  of  the  Senator 
from  Maryland,  as  to  the  justice  and  honor  of  the 
war,  can  be  made  to  harmonize  with  a  position  after- 
wards taken,  that  though,  Mexico  was  entirely  to 
blame,  yet  that  the  President  is  to  blame  also  ;  and 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  President,  though  com- 
mander-in-chief of  our  army,  and  bound,  by  his 
oath  of  office  as  such ,  first  to  consult  Congress  before 
he  sent  a  single  order  to  our  commander  at  Corpus 
Christi,"direciing  him,  in  accordance  with  his  own 
views  of  the  propriety,  as  antetedently  expressed 
to  the  Government,  to  place  the  troops  under  his 
command  in  an  attitude  which  might  enable  them 
to  defend  the  soil  of  our  country  from  threatened 
invasion — I  shall  leave  to  the  Senator  himself  and 
the  country  to  determine.  I  .shall  not  debate  this 
point;  a  discussion  of  it,  as  it  strikes  me,  would  be 
wholly  profitle.ss;  and  I  was  too  highly  gratified 
with  nearly  all  that  fell  from  that  distinguished 
gentleman,  to  seek  controversy  with  him  upon 
subordinate  questions.  I  would  rather  believe  that 
any  apparent  inconsistency  'n\  the  views  of  the 
Senator  from  Maryland  arose  from  haste  and  inad- 
vertence— from  a  natural  unwillingiiess^  to  part 
company  altogether  with   those  who   have  been 


heretofore  his  political  associates;  or  from  a  dis- 
position, sometimes  evinced  by  legal  gentlemen,  to 
show  to  those  around  with  how  much  skill  and 
adroitness  they  are  able  "  to  confute,  change 
hands,  and  still  confute."  In.stead  of  censuring 
the  Senator  from  Maryland  for  what  may  have 
appeared  to  savor  somewhat  of  illiberality  and  un- 
fairness, I  would  prefer  saying,  that  wliilst  the 
distinguished  Senator  was  speaking,  I  observed  the 
tempestuous  excitement  which  he  was  awakening 
around  him;  and  discerning  in  countenances  wont 
to  be  serene,  the  signs  of  rising'wrath,  I  could  not 
help  recurring  to  that  scene  of  elemental  conflict, 
so  vividly  portrayed  by  a  poet  of  our  times,  when 
he  exclaims : 

•'  The  sky  is  changed  !  and  such  a  change  !  oh  night! 
And  storm,  and  darkness,  ye  are  wondrous  strong,  yet  love- 
ly in  your  strengtli, 
.As  is  tlie  light  of  a  dark  eye  in  woman  !     Far  along, 
From  peak  to  peak  the  rattling  crags  auions, 
Leaps  the  live  thunder!    Not  from  one  lone  cloud, 
But  every  mountain  now  hath  found  a  tongue  ; 
And  Jura  answers  from  his  mistv  shroud 
Back  to  the  joyous  Alps,  who  call  to  him  aloud." 

And  pursuing  the  description  a  little  further,  I 
would  beg  leave  to  say  of  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land: 

"  Now  where  the  quick  Rhone  thus  hath  cleft  his  way. 
The  mightiest  ofthe  storms  has  ta'en  his  stand  : 
For  here  not  one,  but  many  make  their  play. 
And  fling  their  thunderbolt  from  hand  to  hand, 
Flashing  and  cast  around  :  of  all  the  band. 
The  brightest  through  these  parted  hills  hath  forked 
His  lightnings — as  if  he  did  understand, 
That  in  such  gaps  as  desolation  worked. 
There  the  hot  shafts  should  blast  whatever  therein  lurked." 

Sir,  the  President  has  been  much  complained  of 
in  this  discussion  for  having  suggested,  in  his  sec- 
ond annual  message,  that  "  aid  and  comfort"  had 
been  imparted  to  Mexico  in  this  war  by  a  few  per- 
sons in  this  country,  who  are  exerting  a  zealous 
opposition  to  the  further  prosecution  of  hostilities. 
I  deem  this  complaint  wholly  unfounded,  and  will 
endeavor  to  demonstrate  it  to  be  so. 

Sir,  in  this  age  of  cultivated  reason,  which  may 
be  emphatically  called  the  age  of  moral  influences, 
when  the  mind  of  man  is  every  day  achieving  new 
victories,  more  brilliant  and  decisive  than  the  old, 
over  the  serious  impediments  of  various  kinds 
which  have  heretofore  obstructed  its  progress  along 
the  pathways  of  knowledge — when  the  matured 
thoughts  of  gifted  and  powerful  minds,  upon  sub- 
jects both  practical  and  speculative,  by  means  of 
innumerable  printed  volumes,  the  newspaper  press, 
periodicals,  literary  and  scientific,  convenient  mail 
arrangements,  steamboats,  and  other  vessels  of 
great  celerity  of  motion  upon  the  water,  railways 
and  the  electric  telegraph  upon  the  land,  are  com- 
municated almost  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning 
from  the  closets  of  the  learned  to  the  toiling  mil- 
lions of  all  civilized  countries  under  the  sun — when 
arguments,  and  statements  of  facts,  and  the  beau- 
tiful embellishments  of  poetic  fancy,  and  the  daz- 
zling and  overwhelming  influence  of  inflammatory 
eloquence,  are  constantly  finding  their  way  to  the 
palaces  of  the  great  and  the  cottages  of  the  humble, 
penetrating  towns,  and  villages,  and  country  places, 
and  reaching  even  the  most  retired  nooks  and  cor- 
ners of  social  existence — dreadful,  oh!  dreadful,  is 
the  responsibility,  both  to  God  and  man,  of  him 
who  perverts  truth,  or  propagates  falsehood,  or 
sophisticates  for  the  delusion  of  the  masses,  or 
shows  a  reckless  disregard  of  the  consequences 
likely  to  be  produced  in  the  minds  and  conduct  of 
others, by  what  he  either  utters  as  apulilic  speaker, 
or  throws  upon  paper  for  more  extensive  dissemi- 
nation. 

There  are  distinguished  statesmen  in  this  coun- 
try, whose  speeches  and  letters  are  read  with  at- 
tention, and  are  known  to  wield  an  influence  not 
inconsiderable  among  all  nations  where  the  art  of 
printing  has  been  introduced,  and  with  which  we 
have  heretofore  established  relations  of  commer- 
cial intercourse.  Some  of  these  personages  have 
been  at  one  time  members  of  this  body;  some  are, 
perchance,  bustling  and  noisy  politicians  still, 
who  delight  in  frequenting  the  thoroughfares  of 
social  life,  and  in  keeping  their  political  friend.^  in. 
remembrance  of  their  own  peculiar  merits.  But 
there  is  still  another  class  of  American  great  men, 
whose  opinions  are  interesting  to  the  world:  I  al- 
lude now  to  the  Nestors  or  Methuselahs  of  party; 
a  few  of  whom  have  retreated  long  since  to  the 
calmer  walks  of  private  life,  but  who  still,  through 
some  dim  loophole  of  "  philosophic  retiracy,"  oc- 
cupy themselves  alternately  in  watching  the  omin- 
ous and  exciting  fluctuations  of  the  stock-market, 


or  in  spying  out  the  "signs"  in  the  political  or 
financial  sky;  and  who  arc  heard,  ever  and  anon, 
to  whisper  to  themselves,  and  a  few  infatuated  and 
interested  votaries  around  them,  with  something 
perchance  of  doting  dignity  and  Delphic  solemnity 
of  manner  commingled:  "Felix  qui  poluit  rerum 
cognoscere  causas."  There  are  others,  perhaps 
wiser  still,  who  have  chosen  to  bury  themselves 
in  rural  solitude — absorbed,  it  may  be,  in  the  com- 
fortable and  more  primeval  business  of  tending 
herds,  and  "  mending  fences,"  raising  for  market 
far  other  "stock"  than  that  which  is  known  famil- 
iarly on  'Change;  who  talk  eloquently  of  bullocks 
or  "  virgin  heifers,"  on  holyday  occasions;  and 
who,  every  now  and  then,  are  seen  emerging  from 
their  dearly-prized  places  of  repose,  in  order  once 
more,  if  they  can,  to  seize  the  direction  of  the  un- 
derstandings and  sensibilities  of  their  countrymen. 
Some  of  these  personages — unmindful  of  the  ex- 
ample of  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, who,  when  the  Oregon  question  was  under 
discussion  in  this  body,  for  some  days,  and  per- 
haps weeks,  refused  positively  to  enter  into  the 
debate  then  in  progress,  and  finally  declared,  in 
most  emphatic  terms,  the  obligation  which  he 
felt  to  be  resting  on  his  conscience,  whilst  the 
title  of  his  country  to  territorial  domain  was 
undergoing  diplomatic  discussion,  not  to  breathe 
a  single  syllable  calling  that  title  in  question — 
have  not  hesitated,  in  this  war  with  Mexico, 
when  questions  much  more  important  than  claims 
to  disputed  territory  were  pending  between  the 
two  countries ;  when  millions  of  money  and 
the  most  precious  blood  of  the  nation  were  all 
placed  at  hazard  upon  the  issue  of  arms;  when 
national  honor  and  individual  fame  were  both  in  a 
condition  to  be  dangerously  affected  by  imprudent 
and  mischievous  speaking  and  acting,  to  arrange, 
in  the  most  ostentatious  manner,  for  the  fulmina- 
tion  of  fierce  and  fervid  harangues,  denunciatory 
of  their  own  country,  and  commendatory  of  the 
enemy;  at  a  moment,  and  under  such  circum- 
stances, too,  as  must  have  made  known  to  them- 
selves, in  advance,  the  material  fact,  that  almost  as 
soon  as  their  speeches  should  be  delivered,  they 
would  be  read  in  the  United  States,  and  thus  serve 
to  dispirit  their  own  countrymen,  and  indispose 
them,  more  or  less,  for  the  hard  service  of  the 
tented  field;  would  circulate  in  Mexico,  and  en- 
courage the  enemy  to  renewed  hostilities;  would 
be  republished  across  the  Atlantic,  and  come  back 
with  a  rebound  from  foreign  shores,  to  multiply 
the  original  effect,  both  here  and  in  Mexico. 
These  gentlemen  could  not  well  avoid  knowing 
all  these  things,  and  yet  have  they  been  wholly 
unmindful  of  them.  Indeed,  a  few  are  reported  to 
have  grown  more  furious  under  the  just  censures 
with  which  they  have  been  visited.  Will  any 
man  say  now  that  these  persons  were  not  warring 
against  their  own  country? — that  they  have  not, 
morally  s|)eaking,  joined  the  enemy?  Well  do 
we  know  the  opinion  and  feelings  of  our  own 
noble  officers  and  soldiers  on  this  melancholy 
subject.  The  speech  of  the  heroic  Doniphan  at 
St.  Louis,  last  summer,  the  recent  statements  of 
Wynkoop  and  Morgan,  which  we  have  all  read 
in  the  newspapers,  have  administered  most  dam- 
ning proof  against  these  mischievous  and  meddle- 
some harangues,  and  will  eventually  consign  them, 
one  and  all,  if  they  shall  not  speedily  exhibit  sat- 
isfactory signs  of  a  genuine  repentance,  to  an  in- 
famy as  undying  as  their  offences,  whilst  una- 
toned  for,  are  unpardonable,  either  upon  earth  or 
in  heaven. 

Plear  wliat  the  heroic  Colonel  Burnet  said  the 
other  day  in  Philadelphia,  at  a  dinner  given  in 
honor  of  him: 

"  He  (Colonel  Eurnet)  could  not  refrain  from  thanking 
the  company  assembled  for  tlie  compliment  done  his  regi- 
ment and  himself— that  it  did  not  exactly  become  him  to 
speak  ofthe  policy  of  the  war,  but  ho  would  give  some  gen- 
eral views  in  regard  to  the  feeling  in  Mexico,  and  that  in 
order  to  prosecute  the  war  with  ert'ect.  we  should  be  united 
as  a  people.  [Three  cheers.]  Colonel  Buniet  said  Santii 
Anna  had  prepared  a  document  made  up  from  speeches  and 
editorials  put  forth  in  this  country  concerning  the  war,  among 
which  was  the  declarnti(ui  of  an  American  Senator  that  he 
would  not  vote  for  supplies.  These  things  operated  against 
us  very  much." 

Let  no  man  hereafter  complain  of  the  President; 
he  told  but  tlie  truth  about  this  matter,  and  with  a 
republican  boldness  and  simplicity  becoming  hia 
character  and  station.  As  our  executive  sentinel 
upon  the  watch-tower  of  the  nation,  he  but  impart- 
ed seasonable  notice  to  his  countrymen  ofthe  fierce 
dangers  with   which   moral   treason    was  rapidly 
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encircling  them.  Htid  lie  not  administered  this 
warnins-,  he  would  have  proved  liimsclf  as  faith- 
less as  those  whose  irenchtry  lie  has  been  ccnsuiTd 
for  denouncing;.  I  will  not  puraue  this  disajfreeable 
subiect  further.  I  am  jiained  at  feeling  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  refer  to  it  at  ail.  But  the  denunciations 
which  have  been  so  lavishly  poured  forth  upon  the 
head  of  the  President,  even  in  this  debate,  in  con- 
nection with  this  part  of  his  executive  conduct,  has 
rendered  it  necessary  that  the  whole  truth  should 
at  last  be  told.  I  hope  not  to  be  misunderstood 
upon  this  delicate  point;  no  one  is  more  than  my- 
self an  advocate  for  the  utDiost  freedom  of  debate 
upon  all  public  questions,  consistent  with  the  es- 
tablished rules  of  decorum  and  a  due  rejj-ard  to  the 
present  safety  and  true  honor  of  this  great  Repub- 
lic. And  if  any  one  of  the  speakers  alluded  to 
can  clearly  make  out  the  case  for  himself,  that  his 
country  was  really  in  the  wron^-,  and  in  danger  of 
geitin?  more  and  more  in  the  wrnn^  in  regard  to 
this  Mexican  war;  that  his  particular  interposi- 
tion was  evidently  needed  in  order  to  check  the 
Government  in  a  career  of  folly  and  madness  in 
which  it  was  fast  rushing  to  destruction,  as  lias 
been  alleged;  and  that  he  did  really  interpose  with 
the  bona  fide  intention  of  rescuing  the  natiori  from 
infamy  and  danger,  either  actual  or  impending;  why 
then,  he  may  perchance  escajic  condemnation  for 
what  appears  ;)i-i)iif(./((cic  to  be  so  very  censurable. 
Eut  wo  be  to  them  if  they  fail  in  their  justificatory 
proof  on  this  poii;t;  for  1  tell  them,  and  all  of  them, 
that  it  were  better  that  they  should  never  have 
been  born,  or  that,  being  born,  tliey  should  have 
died  in  infancy,  or  that  they  should  now  have  a  mill- 
stone tied  about  tl;eir  recreant  necks  and  be  cast  into 
the  bottomless  sea,  than  to  stand  convicted  before 
the  present  generation  and  all  posterity  of  having 
joined,  in  soul  and  voice,  with  the  enemies  of  their 
country.  A  distinguished  citizen  of  Kentucky — a 
loader  of  the  party  opposed  to  the  Administration 
— said,  in  a  imblic  speech  delivered  by  him  last 
summer  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  amidst  the 
acclamations  of  ])afriotic  thousands,  that,  "  with- 
out now  inquiring  into  the  origin  of  the  war,  (I 
quote  from  memory,  and  hope  not  to  do  injustice,) 
it  was  the  duty  of  every  American  citizen  to  give 
his  head,  his  heart,  and  his  hand  to  his  country." 
The  same  gentleman,  it  is  said,  a  short  time  be- 
fore, in  New  Orleans,  had  expressed  himself  as 
being  in  favor  of  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war;  spoke  fiercely  of  vindicating  the  wrongs  of 
his  countrymen,  a)id  actually  talked  about  going 
into  battle  himself,  with  the  view  of  slaying  a 
Mexican,  or  at  the  least  taking  one  prisoner. 
This  was  all  very  deliberately  and  patriotically 
said,  and  contains  the  strongest  rebuke  upon  the 
class  of  men  to  v/hom  I  have  been  referring  that 
could  well  be  imagined.  I  hope  the  distingni.shed 
statesman  and  sage  of  Ashland  has  not  yet  changed 
his  mind  about  this  matter;  the  spirit  breathed  by 
that  gentleman  during  the  last  war,  and  which  broke 
in  thunder  u|ion  a  certain  son  of  New  England,  in 
the  other  wing  of  this  Capitol,  for  daring  to  oppose 
the  then  pendmg  war  with  Great  Biitain,  when  he 
told  him  that  he  polluted  the  very  carpel  upon 
which  he  was  treading,  was  the  true  American 
spirit,  and  is  known  to  have  awakened  a  hearty 
response,  froiri  every  hill  and  valley  of  the  Republic. 
Mr.  President,  I  do  not  feel  that  I  hazard  any- 
thing in  asserting  that  if  the  pages  of  history, 
ancient  and  modern,  shall  be  ransacked,  it  will  be 
impossible  to  find  a  case  pi-cciscly  analogous  to  the 
one  under  consideration.  In  fact,  the  only  attempt 
which  I  have  seen  made  to  justify  by  precedent, 
is  the  case  of  certain  distinguished  orators  of  Great 
Britain  during  our  revolutionary  war,  vindicatin"- 
the  then  colonies  in  Parliament,  and  struggling  to 
put  an  end  to  a  lr)ng  course  of  oppression  and  vio- 
lence, in  which  George  the  Third  and  his  minis- 
ter.i  had  involved  themselves.  The  inapplicability 
of  this  ca.sc  to  the  one  inider  examination  is  too 
obviou.s  to  need  more  than  a  bare  suggestion. 
We  were  then,  or  our  forefather.s  were,  British 
subjects — fellow-suljjccis  of  those  svho  defended 
us,  and  who  only  defended  one  portion  of  the 
British  nation  against  the  wanton  a-jgressions  of 
another.  Now,  I  have  not  yet  heard  any  one 
n.saert  that  Santa  Aima,  Ampudia,  Canales,  and 
their  myrmidons  were  our  fellow-citizens;  though 
I  have  certaiidy  often  beard  Mexico  in  this  debate 
called  a  sister  Republic.  I  suspect,  that  if  gen'le- 
men  will  look  into  tlii.s  matter  specially,  thfy  wll 
find  that,  passini;  ovr-r  the  Athenian  case  allu'hd 
to,  there  is  nothing  that  approximates  to  the  CTn- 


duct  which  I  have  been  reprehending,  in  all  repub- 
lican history,  except,  perhaps,  the  single  instance 
of  opposition  presented  to  Hannibal,  touching  the 
war  which  he  had  unaulhorizedly  and  wickedly 
commenced  with  the  Roman  Republic.  For,  it 
will  be  recollected  that  Hannibal  had,  without 
consulting  the  Carthaginian  Senate,  by  a  deliberate 
breach  of  an  existing  treaty  between  Carthage  and 
Rome,  suddenly  crossed  the  Iberus,  pushed  his 
vast  army  through  Gaul,  and  over  the  Alpine 
heights,  and  precipitated  it  down  upon  Italy,  al- 
most before  anv  orte  either  in  Carthage  or  Rome 
knew  that  he  had  yet  left  Spain  at  all.  Well, 
Hannibal,  after  a  series  of  brilliant  victories  over 
the  Roman  armies  opposed  to  him,  despatched  his 
brother  to  Carthage,  to  demand  additional  supplies 
of  men  and  money  of  the  Senate.  That  brother 
is  reported  by  Livy  to  have  thus  expressed  him- 
self: "The  nearer  their  prospect  was  of  finishing 
'  the  war,  the  more  vigorous  support  of  every  kind 
'  ought  to  be  afforded  to  Hannibal;  for  that  it  was 
'  carried  on  at  a  great  distance  from  home,  in  the 
'  heart  of  the  enemy'scountry.  The  consumption 
'  of  money  and  corn  was  great;  and  so  many  en- 
'  gairemenis,  while  they  ruined  the  Roman  armies, 
'  had  diminished  in  some  degree  those  of  the  con- 
'  queror.  It  was,  therefore,  necessary  to  send  a 
'  reinforcement,  and  likewise  to  send  money  for 
'  the  pay,  and  corn  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
'  troops,  who  had  merited  so  highly  of  the  Cartha- 
'  ginian  nation." 

In  this  moment  of  general  exultation,  it  is  said 
that  Hanno,  the  chief  of  the  faction  opposed  to 
Hannibal,  though  he  knew  the  war  to  be  unjust 
and  unauthorized,  and  was  full  of  anxiety  as  to  its 
ultimate  consequences  to  Carthase, acted  with  great 
dignity  and  composure;  nor  did  he  utter  a  syllalile 
in  opposition  until,  stung  by  certain  sarcastic  reflec- 
tions which  were  cast  upon  him,  he  replied  briefly 
in  his  own  defence,  and  commenced  his  speech  with 
these  memorable  words:  "  I  should  have  remain- 
'  ed  silent  this  day,  lest,  in  a  time  of  general  joy, 
'I  might  utter  some  exjiression  tending  to  damp 
'  it."  And  after  denouncins:  Hann'bal  and  his  un- 
principled ambition  at  some  length,  he  finally 
refused  to  vote  supplies,  expressly  on  the  ground 
that  Hannibal,  who  needed  them,  "  had  deluded 
his  country  with  groundless  hopes."  Now,  as  I 
believe  that  the  same  accusation  cannot  be  justly 
preferred  against  General  Scott  in  this  case,  who 
avows  himself  to  be  in  need  of  the  troops  proposed 
by  this  bill  to  be  sent  to  him,  I  beg  leave  here  to 
observe,  in  addition,  that  whatever  the  necessity 
was  at  the  time  of  Gieneral  Scott's  demand  for  aid, 
that  necessity  may  have  been  greatly  enhanced 
since  he  has  been  directly  heard  from,  inasmuch 
as  we  have  just  learned  that  a  proposition  has  been 
brought  forward  lately  in  tlie  Mexican  Congress, 
having  in  view  the  raising  of  forty  thousand  soldiers 
for  immediate  oftensive  operations.  That  I  do  not 
misunderstand  General  Scott's  application  for  addi- 
tional troops,  will  at  once  be  obvious  to  all  who 
will  examine  his  letter,  an  extract  of  which  has 
been  read  here,  and  runs  thus:  "Augment  the 
'  army  to  fifty  thousand  men,  to  enable  it  to  occupy 
'  at  the  same  time  nearly  all  the  State  capitals  and 
♦the  princi|-)al  cities;  to  drive  guerrillas  and  other 
'  robbing  parties  from  the  great  highways  of  trade; 
'  to  seize  into  our  hands  all  the  revenues  of  the 
'  country,  internal  as  well  as  external,  for  the  sup- 
'  port  of  the  occupation,  and  to  keep  the  Central 
'  Government  in  motion  and  alarm,  until  constrain- 
'  ed  to  sue  for  peace."  And  now,  what  say  the 
Hannos  of  the  American  Senate?  Why,  they 
fiercely  attack  the  whole  arrangement  for  aug- 
menting the  army  in  Mexico;  assert  that  no  more 
troops  are  needetl;  that  General  Scott  has  not  actu- 
ally requested  reinforcements;  and  indirectly  charge 
him  with  a  scheme  of  annihilating  the  nationality 
of  Mexico,  thoui^h  he  expressly  speaks  of  keeping 
the  Government  in  motion  and  alarm,  which,  both 
among  governments  and  men,  I  have  ahvays  heard 
heretofore  to  imply  vitality  and  capability  of  con- 
timied  existence. 

Mr.  President,  1  listened  to  the  speech  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Clay- 
ton,] the  other  day,  with  feelings  of  unmixed  sur- 
prise and  mortification.  The  Senator  commenced 
i)y  denouncing  our  claim  to  territorial  indemnity 
at  the  hands  of  Mexico  ns  dishon<;st;  and  even 
charged  us  with  an  attempt  to  commit  the  vilest 
robbery  upon  our  weak  and  defenceless  neighbor. 
Being  but  a  novvshnspes  within  this  Hall,  I  am  not 
prepared  to  any  whether  such  language  is  in  strict 


accordance  with  what  I  hear  so  much  talked  about, 
in  different  circles,  under  the  name  of  Senatorial 
usage;  but  I  take  leave  to  say,  in  reply,  that,  ir» 
the  first  place,  my  mind  is  not  able  to  perceive  the 
legal  analogy  between  territorial  indemnity  obtain- 
ed in  a  just  and  honorable  war — for  the  recognition 
of  which,  I  believe,  the  distinguished  Senator  him- 
self voted,  and  also  for  supplies,  both  of  in  en  and 
money,  to  aid  its  ]irosecution — and  a  lawless 
attt-mpt,  by  putting  in  bodily  fear,  to  deprive  an 
innocent  and  unoffending  traveller  on  the  high- 
way— which  was  the  case  he  cited — of  his  persona! 
goods  and  chattels;  and  secondly,  that  the  impli- 
cation of  dishonesty  against  all  on  this  side  of  the 
Chamber,  which  his  words  conveyed — if  they  were 
not,  indeed,  intended  to  be  meaningless — will  not, 
I  fear,  be  regarded  by  the  public  in  general  as  en- 
tirely in  keeping  with  the  character  which  I  am 
glad  to  learn  that  the  honorable  Senator  has  here- 
tofore sustained  for  courtesy  and  high-breeding. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Willthe  honorable  Senator 
allow  me  to  correct  him?  I  think  the  Senate  will 
bear  me  witness  that  I  made  no  accusation  of  dis- 
honesty against  the  Senator  or  his  party.  Th.e 
Senator  is  entirely  mistaken;  I  made  no  such 
charge. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  The  honorable  Senator  does  not 
deny,  still,  that  he  brought  the  charge  of  robbery 
against  the  whole  Deiriocratic  party,  but  says  he 
intended  no  accusation  of  dishonesty.  Now,  how 
he  can  reconcile  the  charge  of  robbery  with  perfect 
honesty  of  purpose,  I  leave  to  him  to  explain. 

Now,  it  is  certain  that  where  I  reside,  and  in 
all  the  neighboring  country,  highway  rolibery  is 
regarded  as  quite  a  serious  affair,  both  against  law 
and  morals,  insomuch  that  it  is  uniformly  pun- 
ished, when  the  perpetrator  is  detected  and  brought 
to  justice,  by  death  upon  the  scafl'old.  It  would 
seem,  though,  that  the  Senator  from  Delaware  has 
been  accustomed  to  quite  a  different  code  of  ethics, 
and  that,  in  his  judgment,  robbery,  or  the  taking 
away  of  jiersonal  goods  and  chattels,  by  violence, 
from  the  person  of  the  owner,  by  putting  him  in 
serious  bodily  fenr,  may  be  in  Delaware  (I  hope 
there  is  some  mistake  about  this  matter,  though) 
a  very  creditable,  virtuous,  and  praiseworthy  act, 
and  the  robber  himself  may  be  altogether  a  decent 
and  estimable  gentleman.  I  know  that  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson has  charged  upon  Mr.  Hamilton,  that  he 
entertained  the  opinion  that  it  was  quite  possible 
for  a  man  to  be  honest  in  private  life,  and  yet 
practise  gross  corruption  in  his  public  capacity: 
liut  I  belong  to  a  class  of  politicians  who  believe 
that  out  of  the  heart  of  man  are  all  the  i.ssues  of 
life;  that  no  honest  and  pure-minded  man  is  either 
capable  of  stooping  to  the  perpetration  of  iniquity 
himself,  or  of  tjiving  his  sanction  to  it  in  others; 
and  that  corruption  in  a  public  man  necessarily 
implies  the  existence  of  private  dishonesty.  But 
the  honorable  Senator  disclaims  any  design  of 
being  personally  offensive  to  any  on  this  side  of 
the  Chiimber;  and  with  this  explanation  I  am 
bound  to  be  satisfied.  I  commend  the  Senator  to 
a  more  circumspect  employment,  hereafter,  of  the 
terms  of  declamatory  rhetoric. 

The  Senator  from  Delaware  insists  that  the 
troops  proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  bill  are  not 
necessary  in  Mexico;  and,  in  support  of  this  view, 
relatesan  anecdote  relativeto  General  Scott,  which, 
it  strikes  me,  was  rather  amusing  in  itself,  and  more 
humorously  told,  than  calcidated  to  reflect  honor 
upon  the  commander-in-chief,  whom  I  certainly 
hold  in  the  most  profound  estimation.  He  says, 
that  before  General  Scott  went  to  Mexico  at  all,  in 
conversation  with  friends  here,  he  said,  "Give  me 
a  column  of  five  thousand  American  troops,  and  I 
will  take  the  capital  of  the  enemy,  if  it  rains  Mex- 
icans for  a  week."  I  suspect  there  must  be  some 
mistake  about  this  matter,  as  I  have  always  under- 
stood, and  have  yet  reason  to  believe,  that  he  was 
supplied  with  a  much  larger  force  than  five  thou- 
sand men,  at  his  own  request;  and  that  all  the  ad- 
ditional troops  who  have  gone  to  him  since  have 
been  sent  because  he  stood  in  want  of  them. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  wi.sh  to  say  to  the  honor- 
able Senator  that  he  misunderstands  what  I  said. 
I  did  not  say  that  General  Scott  had  asserted  that 
with  four  or  five  thousand  tnen  he  could  take  the 
capital  in  a  week,  or  within  any  other  specified 
time.  I  did  mention  this,  however— an  anecdote, 
as  the  gentleman  termed  it:  I  said  General  Scott 
had  slated,  when  speaking  of  the  relative  prowess 
of  Mexicans  and  our  own  countrymen,  that  he 
did  believe  that  with  a  single  granite  column— to 
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use  Ill's  own  expression — of  American  soldiers,  lie 
could  wliipany  Mexican  force  that  could  be  brought 
©gainst  him,  if  it  should  rain  Mexicans  for  a  week. 
°Mr.  FOOTE.  The  Senator  from  Delaware  was 
pleased  to  read  from  a  newspaper  an  account  of 
some  fifiy  thousand  persons  not  belonging-  to  the 
army  proper,  mere  attendants  upon  its  movements, 
who,  he  says,  are  actually  about  settling  in  Mexi- 
co, and  who,  with  true  Yankee  enterprise,  are 
already  preparina;  to  establish  a  railway  from  Vera 
Cruz  to  the  city  of  the  Aztecs,  and  intend  also  to 
supply  the  ancient  capital  of  Montezuma  with  the 
blessing  of  the  electric  telegi-aph;  and  of  these 
things  the  Senator  most  dolorously  complahis. 
Well,  indeed  I  cannot  join  him  in  his  solemn  jere- 
miad; on  tliccontrar)'',  1  had  heard  of  all  these  things 
before,  and  had  i-ejoiced  over  them  exceedingly.  I 
hope  that  American  enterprise  will  shortly  connect 
every  city  in  Mexico  by  railways,  and  that  the 
electric  telegraph  may  speedily  supply  commercial 
communication  between  every  important  place  of 
trade  on  the  Pacific  coast,  and  those  parts  which 
are  located  on  the  shores  of  the  Atlantic. 

Hesays,  that  if  we  send  ten  addijional  regiments 
there,  they  will  never  come  back;  the  country  is 
so  very  delightful,  they  will  never  leave  it.  Indeed, 
lie  says,  "  If  you  wish  them  to  return,  you  will  be 
cruelly  disappointed;  it  will  be  like  calling  spirits 
from  the  vasty  deep:  they  will  not  come  when  you 
do  call  them."  Well,  sir,  if  they  do  not  come 
back,  because  they  shall  have  bettered  their  for- 
tunes in  Mexico,  and  find  that  they  are  more  like- 
ly to  live  happily  and  prosperously  there  than  in 
the  United  States,  I  shall  certainly  not  bewail  their 
new-found  felicity;  and  if  the  spirits  that  the  wiz- 
ard Gleiidower  was  wont  to  call  around  bim  had 
at  any  time  half  as  good  an  excuse  for  not  obeying 
his  summons,  I  am  of  opinion  that  he  should  have 
put  up  with  the  loss  of  their  society  without  com- 
plaining. 

The  truth  is,  that  I  liave  suspected  for  a  long 
while  that  Mexico  was  a  sort  of  earthly  paradise  ; 
.and  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  book,  written  by  a  per- 
son sustaining  very  particular  relations  with  my- 
self, in  which  I  find  Mexico  described  in  the  most 
glowing  terms  imaginable;  and,  by  way  of  strength- 
ening the  suggestions  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
as  to  its  dcsirablcncos  as  a  country  hereafter  to  be 
settled  by  enterprising  men  of  our  own  race,  I  will 
read  the  poetic  description  of  Italy,  by  Goldsmith, 
which  the  author  just  alluded  to  has  not  hesitated 
to  apply  to  Mexico: 

"  Wliatevei-  fruit?  in  difierein  climes  are  found, 
Tliat  proudly  ris^e,  or  liuiiibly  court  the  ground  ; 
Wliiitever  iilooiiis  in  torrid  trarks  appear, 
Whose  bright  succession  decks  thR  varied  year  ; 
Whatever  sweets'salute  the  northern  sky, 
With  vernal  tints  that  blossom  but  to  die, — 
These,  here  disporting,  own  tiie  kindred  soil, 
Nor  ask  luxuriance  f/oin  the  planter's  toil ; 
While  sea-born  gales  their  gelid  wini^s  expand, 
To  winnow  fragrance  round  the  smiling  land." 

The  whole  South  will  doubtless  feel  particularly 
grateful  to  the  Senator  for  so  seasonably  and  sol- 
emnly warning  them  against  the  dangers  likely  to 
arise  to  their  peculiar  domestic  institutions  from 
the  annexation  of  Mexico.  As  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  was  one  of  those  special  friends  of  the 
South  who  voted  for  the  Wiimot  proviso  last  win- 
ter, it  cannot  be  at  all  doubted  that  he  occupies  the 
very  best  possible  attitude  for  assuming  the  guard- 
ianship of  our  peculiar  local  concerns.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  will  forgive  me,  though,  I  trust, 
for  exclaiming,  in  the  name  of  one  southern  State, 
"TimeoDanftos,etdonaferentes.^'  With  all  due 
deference  to  the  honorable  Senator's  judgment 
about  the  matter,  sir,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  will 
be  easy,  in  the  event  of  any  considerable  acquisi- 
tion of  territory  from  Mexico  hereafter,  to  recon- 
cile all  the  local  interests  and  feelings  heretofore 
existing  on  the  subject,  upon  principles  which  I 
may  yet  state  before  this,  session  of  Congress  shall 
■  draw  to  a  close. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  voted  for  what  is  commonly 
called  the  Wiimot  proviso,  as  my  wish  was  to  de- 
feat the  appropriation  bill  to  which  it  was  an 
amendment,  by  every  means  in  my  power. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  The  members  of  this  body  will 
not  fail  to  recollect  the  imposing  and  exultant  man- 
ner in  which  the  Senator  from  Delaware  paraded 
before  us,  towards  the  close  of  his  speech,  the  cel- 
ebrated resolutions  of  180.3,  providing  for  a  re- 
seizure  of  "the  place  of  deposit,"  as  it  was  called 
at  the  time,  in  the  island  of  Orleans,  and  supplying 
the  President  with  an  armed  force  to  resist  all  fu- 


ture aggressions  on  the  part  of  Spain.  The  reso- 
lutions, when  amended,  it  seems,  left  out  the  pro[i- 
osition  to  seize  violently  "  the  place  of  deposit,'' 
and  increased  the  military  force  proposed  to  be 
raised  from  "  fifty"  to  "  eighty  thousand"  "  effec- 
tive" men;  yieldino;  to  the  Presiilent  full  power, 
"  whenever  he  should  judge  it  expedient,  to  require 
of  the  Executives  of  the  respective  States  to  take 
elfectual  measures  to  organize,  arm,  and  equip, 
according  to  law,  and  hold  in  readiness  to  march 
at  a  moment's  warning,"  all  these  eighty  thousand 
effective  militia,  "officers  included;"  and  these 
resolutions,  in  their  modified  form,  were  enacted 
into  a  law,  as  I  find,  in  a  short  time  thereafter. 

Now,  what  is  the  comment  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Delaware  upon  this  transaction? 
Why,  he  says — 

''  Did  Mr.  Jefferson  raise  an  army  to  march  upon  and  seize 
the  teiritory,  or  to  point  our  cannon  into  the  windows  of 
New  Orleans,  and  thus  provoke  a  conflict.''  Did  any  such 
spirit  as  that  which  seems  to  rage  here  with  an  unbridled 
fury,  pervade  the  democracy  of  that  day.'  No,  sir — no,  sir. 
The  love  of  justice  had  not  abandoned  ilie  American  bosom. 
The  honor  of  the  American  charaeterwassfill  dearto  Amer- 
ican statesmen.  Thomas  Jefferson,  with  his  friends,  dropped 
the  proposition  of  Mr.  Ross  to  seize  on  the  cniinfry  on  the 
Mississippi,  sent  an  envoy  extraordinary  to  join  Mr.  Living- 
ston in  France,  and  they  ne^otiattd  the  celebrated  treaty  of 
1803,  by  which  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  this  country  for  the 
sumof  fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  Negotiation — treaty,  (the 
Senator  continues,)  these  were  the  means  resorted  to  by  the 
democracy  of  ancient  daj's." 

I  iiave  several  observations  to  make  on  this  part 
of  the  honorable  Senator's  speech,  any  one  of 
which  might,  of  itself,  be  deemed  decisive;  and 
first,  in  the  case  mentioned,  Spain  had  neither  in- 
vaded our  territory,  nor  threatened  to  do  so.  She 
had  only  refused  to  permit  us  to  continue  in  the 
enjoymentof  a  place  of  deposit  for  goods  or  produce, 
which  our  citizens  upon  the  Mississippi  and  its 
tributaries  might  be  inclined  to  land  at  any  time 
upon  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  within  her  terri- 
tory. 

"  JJy  the  treaty  of /rientfeAip,  Ihmis,  and  !iavi<;aiion  of 
1795,  it  had  been  solemnly  agreed  that  his  Catiiolic  Majesty 
would  permit  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  the  space 
of  three  years  from  the  date  thereof,  '  to  deposit  their  mer- 
chandises and  effects  in  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  and  to 
export  them  from  thence  without  payinc  any  other  dutvtlian 
a  fair  price  for  the  hire  of  the  stores;'  and  the  Kin<;  of  Spain 
furthermore  bound  himself  'either  to  continue  tliis  permis- 
sion, (if  he  found,  during  the  three  years  specified,  that  it 
was  not  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  Spain,)  or,  if  he 
should  not  continue  it,  then  to  assign  to  said  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  on  anotlier  part  of  t!ie  banks  of  the  Missis 
sippi,  an  equii:alcr>t  atnUislnnent.'  On  the  16th  of  October, 
1802,  Juan  Ventura  Morales,  the  Spanish  Tntendant  of  the 
Province  of  Louisiana,  issued  a  decree,  which,  in  violation 
of  said  treaty  of  1795,  prohibited  the  bringing  in  or  depositing 
American  merchandise  within  the  limits  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  ;  and  this  decree  was  issued  without  assigning  the 
'  equivalent  establishment,'  mentioned  in  the  ti'eaty,  else- 
where upon  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi.  Among  the  doc- 
uments submitted  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
Congress  was  one  from  William  E.  Hulings,  some  lime  be- 
fore appointed  vice  consul  of  the  United  States  at  New  Or- 
leans, two  from  William  C.  C  Claiborne,  Governor  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  and  a  third  from  James  Garrard, 
the  Governor  of  Kentucky.  Mr.  Hulings  announces  to  tlie 
Governor  of  tlie  Mississippi  Territory  the  fact  that  the  de- 
cree of  the  Spanish  Intendant.  already  described,  had  been 
posted  up  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  on  the  18th  of  Octo- 
ber; states  that  'the  port  of  New  Orleans  is  shut  against 
foreign  commerce,  and  not  against  foreign  commerce  only, 
but  against  the  American  deposit  in  this  city.  No  mention 
is  made,' he  says, 'of  any  other  place  appointed  for  a  de- 
posit.' Governor  Claiborne's  letters,  one  to  tho  Spanish 
Intendant  and  the  other  to  Mr.  Madison,  testify  high  indig- 
nation .at  the  faithless  conduct  of  the  Spanish  Government; 
and  he  says  to  the  Secretary  of  State:  '  This  late  act  of  the 
Spanish  Government  at  Orleans  has  excited  considerable 
agitation  at  Natchez  and  its  vicinity.  It  has  inflicted  a  se- 
vere wound  on  the  agricultural  and  commercial  interests  of 
this  Territory,  ami  will  prove  no  less  injurious  to  the  whole 
western  country.'  The  Governor  of  Kentucky,  in  his  com- 
munication to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  under 
date  November  30,  1802,  says:  'The  citizens  of  this  State 
are  very  much  alarmed  and  agitated  ;  as  this  measure  of  the 
Spanish  Government  will,  if  not  altered,  at  one  blow  cut  up 
the  present  and  future  prosperity  of  their  best  interests  by 
the  roots.  To  you,  sir,'  he  continues,  'they  naturally  turn 
their  eyes,  and  on  your  attention  to  this  important  subject 
their  best  hopes  are  fixed.'  " 

This,  then,  is  the  history  of  the  affair.  Mr. 
Jefferson  says,  in  his  annual  message  of  1803 — 
anterior,  of  course,  to  the  introduction  of  resolu- 
tions by  Mr.  Ross — "  previously,"  (that  is  to  say, 
previously  to  the  period  of  excitement  on  the  sub- 
ject,) "a  proposition  had  been  authorized  to  nego- 
tiate for  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  from  Spain;" 
which  proposition  was  then  pending.  Spain  had 
some  time  before  ceded  to  France  the  whole  coun- 
try then  called  Louisiana,  but  had  not  yet  relin- 
quished actual  ))o.ssession  of  the  same.  Whilst 
the  temporary  occupancy  existed,  the  right  of  de- 
posit was  discontinued  by  Spain,  which  she  had 
a  clear  right  to  do  under  the  treaty  of  1795;  but 


she  had  failed  to  "assign  the  equivalent  estab- 
lishment," as  she  was  bound  to  do.  This  was 
hardly  just  cause  for  immediate  hostilities;  yet 
Congress  authorized  the  creation  of  an  extensive 
military  establishment,  and  gave  the  fullest  dis- 
cretion to  the  President  on  the  whole  subject.  No 
warlike  movement,  it  is  true,  was  immediately 
made  by  Mr.  Jefferson.  But  why.'  Because  he 
had  then  a  negotiation  pending  with  Napoleon 
(not  witii  Spain  at  all)  for  the  purchase  of  the 
whole  country.  The  Senator  from  Delaware  will 
now  easily  perceive,  doubtless,  that  there  was  no 
necessity  for  "  pointing  our  cannon  at  the  windows 
of  New  Orleans"  at  all.  The  honorable  Senator 
will  scarcely  now  contend  that  there  is  really  any 
analogy  between  the  two'cases  under  review.  But 
he  will  allow  me  to  tell  him,  I  trust,  in  a  spirit  of 
unalloyed  kindness,  that  the  number  of  errors 
which  he  has  committed  in  connection  with  this 
affair  is  really  surprising.  He  appears  to  think 
that  Ross's  resolutions  proposed  to  "  seize  on  the 
country  on  the  Mississippi."  V/hy,  this  was  not 
the  case.  Tliey  only  proposed  "  to  take  immedi- 
ate possession  of  such  place  or  places  in  the  said 
island  or  adjacent  territory  as  tlie  PresideirPmight 
deem  fit  and  convenient  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
posit." Nothing  more.  This,  the  Senator  will 
see  at  once,  by  a  reijxamination  of  the  resolutions. 
And  why  was  this  proposed  ?  Simply  because  the 
orii^inal  "  place  of  deposit"  had  been  discontinued, 
and  no  equivalent  establishment  assigned.  What 
the  honorable  Senator  means  by  talking  about 
pointing  cannon  at  windows  in  Nev/  Orleans,  I 
am  not  able  to  divine.  He  surely  does  not  mean 
to  cast  censure  upon  the  officers  in  command  at 
Fort  Brown.  But  it  really  looks  very  much  like 
it.  The  Senator  will  not  find  it  a  very  easy  mat- 
ter to  fix  the  responsibility  of  pointing  the  cannon 
at  windows  in  Matamoros  upon  the  President  or 
Secretary  of  War  ;  for  I  am  positively  assured 
that  no  precise  orders  on  this  particular  point  ever 
emanated  from  Washington. 

But  what  if  I  open  to  the  Senator  a  fact  or  two 
more  in  regard  to  Mr.  Jefferson  and  the  Demo- 
cratic party  of  that  time,  in  order  to  enable  him  to 
appreciate  the  almost  Jackson-like  energy  of  that 
high-souled  Executive  ?  Spain  publicly  protested 
against  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the  United 
States  by  France;  and  her  citizens  bordering  on 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi  had  committed  various 
aggressions  upon  our  population. 

Mr.  Jefferson  refers  to  these  acts  of  violence  in 
his  annual  message  of  1805,  tlius: 

"Inroads  have  been  recently  made  into  the  territories 
of  Orleans  and  the  Mississippi.  Out  citizens  have  been 
seized,  and  their  property  plundered  in  the  very  ports  of  the 
tjormer,  which  had  been  actually  delivered  up  by  Spain; 
and  this  by  the  regular  ofTici-.rs  and  soldiers  of  that  Govern- 
ment. I  have,  therefore,  found  it  necessary  at  lensth  to 
give  orders  to  our  troo[>s  on  that  frontier  to  be  in  readiness 
to  protect  our  citizens,  and  to  repel  by  arms  any  similar 
aggressions  in  future." 

The  Senator  from  Delaware  has  referred  us  to 
the  pure  times  of  Jeffersonian  Democracy,  and 
would  have  us  to  understand  that  Mr.  Jefferson 
and  the  Democrats  of  his  time  were  a  particularly 
gentle  and  forbearing  body  of  men,  and  that  they 
especially  evinced  this  temper  and  disposition 
towards  Spain;  and  the  Senator  recommends,  in  a 
very  solemn  and  imposing  manner,  to  us  of  this 
generation,  their  example  and  precepts.  He  seems 
particularly  struck  with  Mr.  Jefferson's  prefer- 
ring, in  the  instance  of  Louisiana,  negotiation  to 
war^— negotiation  by  which  so  much  valuable  ter- 
ritory was  to  be  peaceably  acquired.  I  am 
charmed  to  hear  that  the  Senator  would  have 
been  a  territorial  annexationist  in  1803,  had  he 
acted  then  as  a  politician,  and  hope  that  he  may 
yet  abandon  the  uo-territory  ground  upon  which 
his  party  have  now  pitched  their  political  tents  for 
the  campaign  of  1848. 

As  the  Senator  from  Delaware  appears  to  be  so 
much  enamored  of  the  charms  of  Jeffersonian  De- 
inocracj',  I  will  do  myself  the  honor  of  calling  his 
attention  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jeiferson,  written  in 
1807,  to  our  minister,  Mr.  Bowdoin,  in  Paris, 
which  appears  to  me  to  be  strikingly  marked  with 
the  true  democratic  spirit  of  that  )ieriod  : 

"Never  did  a  nation  act  with  more  perridy  or  injustice 
than  Spain  has  constanllv  practised  against  n-;  and  if  we 
have  ke|itour  bands  olfoi' her  lill  now,  it  has  h.-eri  purely  out 
of  respect  to  France,  and  from  the  value  we  set  on  the  friend- 
ship of  France.  W(  expect,  theri'fore.  from  tlie  Iriendship 
of  tlie  Emperor,  that  he  will  either  compel  Spam  Up  do  us 
justice,  or  abandon  her  to  us.  IVe  ask  hut  one  monlli  to  be 
in  Uie  cilij  of  Mexico." 

1  imagine  that,  by  this  time,  the  Senator  fioni 
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Delaware  is  ffctting  a  little  tired  of  Jeflersonian  De- 
mocracy. He  will  excuse  me,  thougli,  I  hope, 
for  one  more  experiment  upon  liis  patience.  In  a 
letter  written  by  Mr.  Jeflorson  in  1785,  to  A.  Stew- 
art,  Esq.,  lie  usea  the  following  language  : 

"  I  Jearii  from  an  exprcs.-^um  in  your  letter,  that  the  people 
of  Keiitiiclcv  think  of  sepaiatiii',',  not  only  from  Virginia, 
(in  which  they  are  ri-ilit,)  but  also  from  the  Confederacy. 
1  own  I  should  think  this  a  most  calamitous  event,  and  sm-h 
a  one  as  ev(3ry  ?ood  citizen  should  set  himself  against.  Our 
present  federal  limits  are  not  too  lar^e  for  good  government, 
nor  will  the  increase  of  votes  in  C'ongre.-s  produce  an  ill 
effect.  On  the  contrary,  it  will  drown  the  liitle  divisions 
Ktill  existing  there.  Our  Confederacy  must  he  viewed  as 
the  nest  from  which  all  America,  North  and  South,  is  to 
be  peoph-d.  We  should  take  care,  too,  not  to  thiuk  it  for  the 
interest  of  that  great  continent  to  jiras  too  soon  upon  the 
Spamards.  Those  countries  cannot  be  in  better  hands.  My 
fear  is,  that  they  are  too  feeble*  to  hold  them  till  our  popula- 
tion can  be  siitHciently  advanced  to  gain  it  from  them,  piece 
hy  piei-e-  The  namgation  of  the  Misiiisippi  ice  must  have. 
This  is  all  we  are,  as  yi't,  ready  to  receive." 

Now,  I  will  tell  the  Senator,  that  if  he  is  a  Jef- 
fersonian  Democrat,  I  am  one  too;  and  as  such,  I 
fully  believe  that  our  Confederacy  "  must  be  view- 
ed as  the  nest  from  which  all  America,  North  and 
South,  is  to  be  peopled;"  and  I  am  decidedly  in 
favor,  with  Mr.  Jeflerson,  of  getting  fairly  and 
honestly  the  whole  continent,  "  piece  by  piece." 
And  thi.s  I  hold,  moreover,  to  have  been  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Democratic  party  always  heretofore; 
and  the  opposile,  or  no-territory  ground,  has  been 
that  of  the  Federalists  of  the  olden  lime,  and  of 
their  Whig  successors  .since. 

The  usual  hour  for  adjournment  having  arrived, 
Mr.  FooTE  gave  way  to  a  motion  to  adjourn  (land 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  January  20,  1848. 

After  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read — 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  said,  he  rose  for  the  purpose 
of  announcing  to  the  House  the  death  of  another 
of  its  members.  My  late  friend  and  colleague, 
(continued  Mr.  B.,)  the  Hon.  John  W.  Horn- 
beck,  died  at  AUentown,  Pennsylvania,  his  place 
of  residence,  on  the  evening  of  the  16th  instant; 
and  the  painful  and  melancholy  duty  of  making 
that  fact  known  to  this  body  has  been  assigned  to 
me.  Having  performed  that  service,  1  hope  I  M'ill 
be  allowed  to  say  a  favf  words  in  reference  to  his 
life  and  character. 

The  late  John  W.  Hornbeck  was  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  and  a  graduate  of  Union  College,  at 
Schenectady,  New  York.  His  father  was  a  high- 
ly honorable,  intelligent,  and  useful  physician,  and 
his  whole  family  distingui.'shed  for  tlieir  many  vir- 
tues. Shortly  after  having  graduated  with  great 
credit  to  himself,  he  removed  to  Pennsylvania, 
commenced  and  pursued  the  study  of  the  law,  and 
in  due  season  was  admitted  to  practice.  About 
this  time,  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  form  his  ac- 
quaintance, and  to  the  time  of  his  death  continued 
to  enjoy  his  friendship.  For  the  last  few  years, 
we  labored  in  the  same  profession,  and  frequently 
at  the  same  bar.  We  often  trimmed  the  same 
lamp,  and  read  the  same  books  together.  1  knew 
him  well,  and  no  one  of  his  numerous  friends  es- 
teemed him  more  highly.  Though  of  opposite 
politics  to  myself,  I  can  say  with  truth  that  his 
motives  were  pure  and  impulses  patriotic. 

As  a  lawyer,  he  ranked  among  the  best  in  his 
profession,  llis  merits  more  than  equalled  his 
pretensions.  To  he  and  not  aeem,  was  one  of  the 
rules  upon  which  he  always  acted.  He  appeared 
to  know  that  it  was  only  by  virtue  that  he  could 
arrive  at  honor.  His,  too,  was  a  chaste  ambition, 
which  is  said  to  be  but  a  spark  too  much  of  heav- 
enly fire. 

So  largely  did  he  enjoy  the  confidence  of  his 
fellow-citizens,  that  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  present  Congress  in  that  large,  intelligent,  and 
patriotic  district,  composed  of  the  countie.s  of 
Lehigh  nnd  Buck.s.  But,  shortly  after  his  elec- 
tion, his  friends  began  to  fear  that  his  health  was 
permanently  impaired,  nnd  soon  discovered  that 
tliat  fatal,  though  deceptive  disease,  consumf)- 
lion,  was  upon  him.  He  conlinned,  however,  to 
discharge  the  duties  which  his  profession  devolved 
upon  him,  and  came  here  at  the  opening  of  the 
ses.sion  to  take  his  pl;ice  in  this  great  arena  of 
national  concerns.  He  only  had  strength  enough 
to  aH.sist  in  the  organization  of  the  llou.sc,  and 
aboiil  ten  days  since  Mought  his  home  to  meet  his 
fate  in  the  midst  of  his  family  and  friends,  and  to 
have  the  consoling  presence  of  the  partner  of  hia 


bosom  in  his  dying  hour.  His  wife,  his  devoted 
wife  and  children,  have  lost  a  kind  husband  and 
father,  and  the  country  an  intelligent  and  patriotic 
Representative. 

1  oiler  the  following  resolutions  : 

Resolved,  That  this  Hr.use  has  heard  with  deep  regret  the 
announcement  of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  John  W.  Horn- 
BEric,  hue  a  nicnibcr  of  the  present  Congress,  who  died  at 
his  residence,  in  AUentown,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  evening 
of  the  16th  insiant,  iind  that  Uie  inend)ers  will  leslify  their 
respect  for  the  memory  of  tlie  deceased,  by  wearing  the 
usual  badge  of  mourning  for  tiiirty  days. 

Rejoiced,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Mouse  be  directed  tocom- 
miuiicate  a  cojjy  of  those  proceedings  to  the  family  of  the 
deceased;  ancl  that,  as  a  further  mark  of  respect  for  tlie 
memory  pf  the  deceased,  this  House  do  now  adjourn. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  January  20,  1848. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sefi- 
ate  a  communication  from  the  Navy  Department, 
containing  a  report  from  the  acting  Commissioner 
of  Pensions,  showing  the  number  of  claims  on  the 
navy  pension  fund  rejected  during  the  last  year. 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  a  petition  from 
David  H.  Leepei',  praying  confirmation  of  a  title 
to  a  New  Madrid  location;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  Greene  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying 
the  establishmentof  a  mail  route  from  Greensboro' 
to  Taylor's  store,  in  said  county;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OiRce  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a  petition  from 
Robert  Piatt,  praying  compensation  for  his  ser- 
vices as  deputy  Commissary  of  Purchases  in  the 
last  war  with  Great  Britain;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.   , 

Mr.  H.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  Robert 
Piatt,  legal  representative  of  Daniel  Piatt,  praying 
for  a  balance  of  seven  years'  half  pay;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  a  petition  from  the 
heirs  of  Robert  Morrison,  praying  for  confirma- 
tion of  their  title  to  a  tract  of  land;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  a  petition  from  the  heirs 
of  Josiah  Bleakley,  praying  confirmation  of  their 
title  to  a  tract  of  land;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  PEAFtCE  presented  a  petition  from  James 
C.  Wilson,  clerk  in  the  War  Department,  praying 
an  increase  of  compensation;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  presented  a  petition  from  G. 
Edmunds,  jr.,  for  himself  and  the  Des  Moines 
Rapids  lm})rovement  Company,  praying  the  as- 
sent of  Congress  to  the  making  a  canal  round  the 
Des  Moines  rapids,  in  the  Mississippi  river;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  W. 
Bell,  late  of  the  Cherokee  nation  ;  which  was 
read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  increase 
the  efficiency  of  the  army  by  a  retired  list  for  dis- 
abled officers;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  Eugene  Van  Ness  and  John 
M.  Brush,  executors  of  Nehemiah  Brush,  and  tliat 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 
David  Whclplcy. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  supplemental 
to  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  countries,  and  for  other  purposes;" 
which  was  read  a  first  time. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Ileiolved,  That  tlie  President  of  the  United  Stales  he  re- 
(jnested  to  finiiish  to  the  Senate  copies  of  the  letters,  reports, 
or  other  conuaunieations  which  are  referred  to  in  the  letter  i 


of  General  Zachary  Taylor,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  July  20, 
1815,  andaddjessed  to  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  and  which  are 
referred  to  as  containing  the  views  of  General  Taylor,  pre- 
viously communicated,  in  regard  to  the  line  proper  to  be 
occujiied  at  that  time  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  suggested  as  a  modification — 

"  And  any  similar  cominunieation  from  any  ollieers  of  the 

army  on  the  same  subject,  unless  he  be  of  "opinion  that  a 

conimunicatiou  of  tlie  same  be  iuconsUtent  with  the  public 

interests." 

Mr.  BERRIEN  accepted  the  modification,  and 
the  resolution,  as  modified,  lies  over  under  the 
rule. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  subinitted  the  following  res- 
olution, which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  : 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  he  appointed  to  inquire 
whether  it  may  be  necessary  to  adopt  any  measures  for  the 
future  constrnctiou  and  preservation  of  the  monuments  to 
the  memory  of  deceased  members  of  the  Senate,  and  also 
under  what  circumstances  monuments  have  been  so  erected 
and  may  hereafter  be  erected. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution, which  lies  over  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  Tiiat  Jesse  E.  Dow  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  the 
reporter's  galler\-,  from  which  he  was  excluded  by  an  order 
of  the  Senate  ofMarch  16,  184G. 

SILLS  INTRODUCED  ON  LEAVE. 

By  Mr.  ATHERTON:  A  bill  supplemental  to 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  better  or- 
ganization of  the  treasury,  and  for  the  collection, 
safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement  of  the 
public  revenue." 

By  Mr.  DOUGLAS:  A  bill  granting  to  the 
State  of  Illinois  the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of 
public  land  for  making  a  railroad  connecting  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Mississippi  with  the  chain  of 
the  northern  lakes  at  Chicago. 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  GENERAL  SCOTT. 
The   following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Mangum,  came  up  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  Senate  whether  the  general  orders 
No.  376,  issued  by  General  Scott  at  headquarters,  Me.\ieo, 
bearing  date  16th  December  last,  were  issued  upon  instiuc- 
tions  from  the  Secretary  of  War;  and  if  so,  to  lay  such  in- 
structions before  the  Senate;  and,  also,  any  opinion  of 
general  Scott  in  regard  to  the  necessary  military  means  to 
carry  said  instructions  into  effect  which  may  be  on  file. 

Mr.  CASS  inquired  whether  the  usual  clause 
referring  the  disclosure  to  the  Executive  discretion 
was  contained  in  the  resolution;  and  if  not,  he 
suggested  that  it  should  be  there.  He  also  sug- 
gested that  the  addition  made  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  of  requiring  the  reports  of  all  the 
officers  of  the  army,  extended  the  scope  of  this 
inquiry  far  beyond  that  designed  by  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina.  He  suggested  whether  it 
v.'ould  not  be  better  to  let  the  resolution  lie  over 
till  to-morrow,  till  the  efi'ect  of  the  addition  to  the 
resolution  should  be  ascertained. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  am  extremely  unfortunate, 
sir.  I  cannot  please  the  gentleman  in  any  way. 
The  resolution  which  I  presented  the  other  day 
was  drawn,  as  I  then  stated,  with  a  due  regard  to 
that  official  decorum  which  has  always  been  ob- 
served towards  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United 
Slates.  I  ])roposed  to  insert  the  usual  qualifica- 
tion, "if  in  his  opinion  the  same  may  be  communi- 
cated consistently  with  the  public  interests.  "  It  was 
objected  to.  I  afterwards  inserted  an  amendment, 
that  the  resolution  might  be  answered  either  confi- 
dentially or  otherwise.  That  necessarily  excluded 
the  latter  clause;  because  I  suppose  the  principle 
will  not  be  affirmed  here,  particularly  when  sitting 
in  another  capacity,  that  anything  that  is  necessary 
tcD  enlighten  us  in  regard  to  any  matter  pending 
before  us  which  may  be  in  the  possession  of  the 
E.vecutive — which  can  be  taken  by  us  confiden- 
tially only,  if  the  Executive  chooses  to  give  it  to 
us  in  that  way — is  not  a  part  of  Executive  busi- 
ness, which  we  are  as  much  entitled  to  as  the  Ex- 
ecutive himself.  I  say,  too,  that  as  legislators,  we 
ought,  unless  there  is  some  |iarticular  reason  which 
rnakes  it  improper  that  it  should  be  communicated 
to  the  public,  to  be  put  in  possession  of  the  fullest 
information.  However,  in  this  respect,  I  endea- 
vored to  restrict  the  call  for  the  comnuinication 
which  might  be  covered  by  the  resolution,  and 
sitriply  asked  to  be  informed  if  an  order  had  beeiv 
issued  from  the  Executive  or  War  Department  to 
the  General  commanding  in  chief  in  Mexico,  di- 
recting him  to  overrun  all  Mexico;  if  instructions 
to  that  elfect  had  emanated  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment, or  from  the  Executive  Department;  and  if 
so,  we  desire  to  see  those  instructions  simply  as  to 
that  point,  and  restricted  to  that  point.     If  there 


1848. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


215 


are  other  matters  of  a  general  character  which  it 
may  be  deemed  improper  to  give  to  the  public,  let 
the  information  be  confined  to  that  point  solely.  I 
do  not  desire  to  have  the  information  in  ail  the 
ramifications  into  which  it  may  be  pursued,  but 
simply  in  regard  to  this  point. 

The  point  is  this:  Did  an  order  to  the  General- 
in-chief  issue  from  the  Executive  or  War  Depart- 
ment, directing  him  to  cover  the  whole  of  Mexico, 
or  to  take  possession  of  ail  the  strong  points  ?  If 
this  be  the  case,  then  I  desire  to  know  the  opinion 
of  the  General-in-chief  in  regard  to  the  extent  of 
the  military  means  necessary  to  effect  that  object. 
It  is  particularly,  vastly  important,  in  regard  to 
tliese  thirty  regiments  that  are  «sked  for  in  addi- 
tion to  the  military  force  already  authorized  by 
law.  And,  sir,  who  are  tlie  best  judges  of  the 
extent  of  the  military  means  necessary  in  any  of 
these  military  movements?  General  Taylor  and 
General  Wool,  on  one  line  of  our  defences,  are  un- 
questionably much  higher  authority  than  can  be 
derived  from  any  other  source,  either  in  this  coun- 
try or  out  of  it.  In  regard  to  the  other  division  of 
our  forces,  sir — those  in  the  city  of  Mexico  and 
on  the  line  between  that  city  and  Vera  Cruz — 
where  is  there  authority  to  be  found  higher  than 
that  of  General  Scott?  There  is  none,  sir;  and  I 
believe  the  inclination  of  General  Scott  is  to  aslc 
ample  means  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object 
whicli  he  seeks  to  attain.  I  think,  sir,  that  he 
will  not  risk  the  safety  of  his  army,  nor  will  he 
risk  his  exalted  military  reputation,  in  embarking 
upon  an  enterprise  without  the  means  which  will 
enable  him  to  accomplish  what  he  undertakes.  I 
therefore  take  it  for  granted  that  he  asks  for  the 
amplest  means;  and  if  the  means  asked  for  by  him 
will  not  amount  to  so  much  as  the  thirty  regiments, 
I  think  it  will  be  an  unanswerable  argument  against 
the  application  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  these 
regiments. 

Sir,  I  desire  to  extract  nothing  that  ought  to  be 
withheld.  I  desire  to  ask  for  nothing  that  will 
embarrass  the  Executive,  or  in  any  way  compli- 
cate our  relations  with  Mexico.  There  is  no  such 
purpose.  I  desire  two  objects,  which  must  be 
apparent  to  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  I  desire  first  to  know 
the  scope  and  extent  of  the  Executive  purposes  on 
this  subject;  I  have  a  right  to  know  them,  and  the 
country  has  a  right  to  know  them;  and  after  having 
ascertained  the  extent  and  scope  of  the  Executive 
purposes,  I  desire  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the 
means  necessary  to  accomplish  those  purposes. 
Knowing  these  things,  there  will  not  be  much  dif- 
ficulty in  forming  a  decision  as  to  the  course  which 
we  ought  to  take  when  we  come  to  vote  upon  the 
bills  which  are  presented  to  us  for  increasing  the 
fbrces.  I  feel  very  sure  that  there  is  an  over- 
sensibility — a  sort  of  tender-footedness,  if  I  may 
use  such  an  expression — in  regard  to  marching  up 
to  the  point,  and  conveying  direct  information,  on 
the  part  of  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs — I  mean  it  in  no  offensive 
sense — a  sort  of  skittishness,  sir,  which  is  not,  I 
think,  what  we  have  a  right  to  expect.  If  the 
gentleman  desires  to  make  the  resolution  entirely 
decorous  by  adding  the  ordinary  clause  of  qualifi- 
cation, a  proposition  of  that  sort  will  be  acceded 
to  with  great  pleasure  on  my  part. 

Sir,  I  have  not  seen  within  the  halls  of  one  or 
the  other  of  these  Houses  of  Congress  for  many 
years  anything  even  approaching  to  such  a  degree 
of  sensibility  as  seems  now  to  be  felt  by  the  hon- 
orable chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  as  if 
we  were  to  sit  here  with  resolutions  on  our  table 
asking  only  for  that  which  already  belongs  to  his- 
tory, and  the  communication  of  which  might  be 
regarded  very  much  as  a  matter  of  course,  with- 
out adopting  them.  Is  it  intended  that  we  shall 
not  have  the  information  which  will  enable  us  to 
act  understandingly  ?  I  hope  not,  sir,  for  the  sake 
of  the  spirit  of  our  institutions;  for  the  sake  of 
this  Executive's  sense  of  right,  I  hope  it  may  not 
be  even  implied  that  no  decent  investigation  shall 
be  permitted,  that  no  light  shall  be  afforded  us. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  disclaim  entirely  any  tenderness 
on  this  side  of  the  Chamber  with  regard  to  an  ex- 
amination of  the  policy  of  the  Administration  in 
the  prosecution  of  this  war.  The  tenderness  which 
we  feel  has  reference  to  the  rights  of  the  country. 
We  do  r)ot  wish  any  information  to  go  out  from 
the  departments  which  would  be  useful  to  the 
enemy.  That  is  the  only  motive  which  influences 
us.     We  are  perfectly  willing,  and  I,  for  one,  am 


anxious,  that  every  proper  information  should  be 
spread  before  both  Houses  of  Congress;  but,  as  I 
said  the  other  day,  and  beg  to  repeat  now,  the 
honorable  Senator  must  be  himself  aware  that 
there  are  many  things  which  a  wise  and  discreet 
Government  will  not  disclose  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy. 

Mr.  MANGUM,  (in  his  seat.)  We  do  not 
want  that. 

Mr.  CASS.  If  we  are  "  tender-footed,"  then, 
it  is  for  the  country.  But  the  honorable  Senator 
says  that  he  desires  this  information  for  two  pur- 
poses :  first,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  objects  of 
the  Executive;  and  second,  the  opinions  of  the 
generals  in  command.  I  hope  that  the  Executive 
will  communicate  fully  to  the  Senate  and  to  the 
House"  the  whole  objects  it  has  in  view.  I  hope 
that  the  Executive  will  say,  in  so  many  words, 
that  its  object  is,  in  any  circumstances,  to  conquer 
Mexico. 

Mr.  MANGUM,  (in  his  seat.)  To  conquer 
Mexico? 

Mr.  CASS.     I  repeat,  to  conquer  Mexico. 

Several  Senators.     The  whole? 

Mr.  CASS.  The  whole,  but  not  to  hold  it  all. 
To  conquer  Mexican  injustice — to  conquer  Mex- 
ico until  she  seek  a  fair  and  honorable  peace;  and 
I  hope  that  the  Executive  will  carry  on  its  opera- 
tions in  every  part  of  the  Mexican  country  till 
that  object  be  accomplished.  If  I  know  my  coun- 
trymen, they  will  sustain  the  President  in  doing 
so.  That  I  take  to  be  his  purpose,  and  the  man- 
ner of  obtaining  that  object  must  be  determined 
by  the  Executive  in  consultation  with  military 
men  who  understood  the  country  and  the  situation 
of  the  Mexican  Government.  I  do  not  profess 
myself  to  know  the  country,  and  do  not  speak  ex 
cathedra  on  the  subject.  I  believe  it  would  be 
proper  to  comrnunicate  all  important  facts  relating 
to  the  general  operations  of  the  campaign,  with- 
holding those  which  relate  to  the  numbers,  mate- 
rial, and  destination  of  the  troops,  with  other  in- 
formation which  might  be  useful  to  the  Mexican 
Government.  With  this  exception,  I  believe  that 
everything  else  had  better  be  laid  before  Congress 
and  the  public.  I  do  not  believe  the  Executive 
has  any  secrets  to  withhold.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  General  Scott  acted  under  full  instructions 
from  the  Government,  though  I  do  not  know  the 
fact.  I  do  not  doubt  it,  because  no  commanding 
general,  in  the  circumstances  in  which  he  was 
placed,  would  so  act  without  the  instruction — ex- 
pressed or  implied — of  this  Government.  And  the 
order  he  issued  is  just  such  an  order  as,  in  the 
existingstateof  things,  an  American  general  should 
have  issued.  These  are  to  go  forth  to  the  army 
and  the  enemy,  and  are  to  be  followed  by  prompt 
and  vigorous  execution.  With  these  impressions, 
if  the  honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina  will 
permit  a  clause  to  be  inserted  in  his  resolution  al- 
lowing the  exercise  of  Executive  discretion  in  this 
case,  in  order  to  withhold  such  information,  if  any 
there  be,  as  might  be  useful  to  the  enemy,  I  would 
vote  for  his  motion. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  that 
during  the  whole  period  of  my  service  here  I  have 
ever  witnessed  more  jealousy  with  regard  to  calls 
for  information  than  has  been  exhibited  on  the 
present  occasion.  The  Senator  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat  does  not  believe  that  the  Executive  has  a 
single  secret  in  relation  to  this  war  that  he  desires 
to  withhold,  and  yet  he  is  signalized  by  the  con- 
tinual opposition  which  he  makes  to  every  appeal 
to  that  department  of  the  Government  for  inform- 
ation. That  Senator  may  well  be  a  little  sensitive 
under  the  application  of  the  term  "  tender-footed" 
upon  this  subject;  for,  certainly,  he  has  manifested 
a  high  degree  of  readiness  upon  all  occasions  to 
question  and  scrutinize  very  closely  any  and  every 
resolution  offered  merely  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
quiry and  information.  Now,  why  is  this  ?  Here 
is  a  great  subject  upon  which  we  are  legislating — 
a  question  of  peace  and  war — of  raising  armies; 
and,  when  we  ask  the  opinion  of  our  military  offi- 
cers, who  are  engaged  in  the  war  and  are  acquaint- 
ed with  the  country  in  which  the  war  is  carried 
on,  on  this  great  question,  it  is  treated  as  though 
it  were  a  State  secret,  and  we  are  not  permitted  to 
appeal  to  the  Executive  Department  for  informa- 
tion, or  communications  received  from  these  ofli- 
cers.  This  is  most  strange  and  unaccountable. 
We  are  subjected  to  a  sort  of  trial  by  the  ordeal 
here,  and  niadc  to  walk  blindfold  over  burning 
red-hot  iron.     We  want  light  to  guide  us.     We 


want  all  the  information  that  the  Government  pos- 
sesses; and  are  we  not  entitled  to  it?  Talk  about 
secrets,  and  the  importance  of  keeping  secrets ! 
Sir,  this  has  a  very  diplomatic  sound;  there  is  a 
tinkling  of  wisdom  in  this  sort  of  governmental 
art  of  keeping  secrets  !  We  are  to  carry  on  war 
by  keeping  secrets  !  No,  sir.  The  world  has  long 
since  come  to  regard  secrets  according  to  their  true 
value.  There  are  no  secrets  but  those  not  worth 
keeping  in  this  world,  and  the  whole  idea  of  keep- 
ing secrets  is  a  sort  of  mystery  with  which  little 
Governments  surround  themselves  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  a  coloring — a  complexional  dignity. 
There  is  no  worth  in  them. 

The  people — Congress — have  a  right  to  know 
everything  concerning  the  projects  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  purposes  of  this  war — everything 
of  the  least  importance.  You  may  keep  secret 
things  of  no  consequence.  If  you  employ  an  agent, 
or  a  spy,  or  a  mercenary,  keep  his  name  secret,  in 
God's  name,  if  you  have  such  a  one  in  your  em- 
ploy; but  if  the  information  relates  to  public  affairs 
— to  anything  which  interests  the  people  of  the 
United  States  in  any  public  political  aspect  and 
point  of  view,  they  have  a  right  to  know  it.  They 
have  set  up  no  department  of  this  Government  for 
the  purpose  of  keeping  knowledge,  wisdom,  and 
information  a  secret  from  them.  1  know  there  are 
limits  prescribed  by  prudence,  and  all  will  recog- 
nize them  when  a  case  is  made  out.  But  this  is 
the  stereotyped  argument  employed  on  every  ap- 
plication for  information:  "Oh!  there  are  some 
things  which  every  Governmentmust  keep  secret," 
and  therefore  the  Government  must  keep  every- 
thing secret !  The  gentleman  is  willing  to  enlighten 
us  with  his  information,  but  he  does  not  want 
to  enlighten  the  Mexicans.  What  an  argument ! 
Enlighten  the  Mexicans — give  information  to  our 
enemies — when  we  ourselves  are  walking  in  dark- 
ness here,  not  knowing  what  our  own  functionaries 
think  we  ought  to  do !  To  refuse  to  give  it  to  us, 
and  say  that  they  refuse  it  out  of  kindness  and 
charity  to  us,  lest  it  should  operate  as  information 
to  the  Mexicans,  when  the  very  gentleman  who 
makes  use  of  this  argument  proclaims  that  he 
wants  it  distinctly  understood  that  he  is  for  con- 
quering Mexico.  What  other  secrets  can  you 
have?  What  secret  will  the  gentleman  pretend  to 
have?  Does  our  success  depend  upon  secrets?  Is 
that  the  way  to  carry  on  the  war,  or  to  facilitate 
the  prosecution  of  the  war?  Our  enemies  have 
learned  by  this  time  that  we  are  strong-handed 
enough  to  work  our  pleasure,  be  it  what  it  may. 
The  general  orders  issued  in  the  heart  of  Mexico 
tell  them  that  we  intend  to  take  and  occupy  San 
Luis  Potosi;  that  we  intend  to  take  possession  of 
Zacatecas;  and  that,  if  that  phantom  of  a  Govern- 
ment is  allowed  to  sit  longer  at  Glueretaro,  it  is 
simply  by  our  toleration  of  it.  What  is  the  secret  ? 
That  you  intend  to  go  by  this  or  that  r&ad  ?  Where 
is  the  mighty  secret  in  that  ?  or  where  is  the  secrecy 
in  saying  that  you  were  to  take  possession  of  their 
cross-roads  in  Mexico,  which  the  gentleman  seems 
to  think  so  exceedingly  important  to  the  success 
of  your  military  operations?  He  himself  has  given 
the  Mexicans  all  information  about  iu  They  have 
all  the  information  that  he  has  been  pleased  to 
communicate  to  us.  But  what  has  General  Scott 
or  General  Taylor  communicated  to  our  own  Gov- 
ernment as  to  the  most  proper  course  to  be  pur- 
sued ?  That  is  what  we  want  to  know?  It  is  all 
idle  to  talk  of  keeping  secrets  lest  Mexico  should 
know  them. 

Thegentleman  from  Michigan  is,  I  think,  making 
considerable  progress  on  this  subject.  I  understood 
him  to  say,  when  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  against  destroying  the  nation- 
ality of  Mexico  were  before  the  Senate,  that  they 
presented  a  proposition  with  which  every  one  must 
agree.  The  other  day  he  thought  we  might  swal- 
low Mexico  whole  and  not  be  the  worse  for  it. 
Now  he  says,  and  wishes  it  distinctly  to  be  under- 
stood, that  he  goes  for  the  conquest — the  entire, 
total  conquest  of  Mexico.  I  think,  then,  that  he 
is  making  some  progress.  He  tells  us  what  we 
are  to  do  with  Mexico — swallow  her,  as  he  said, 
whole!  That  would,  I  think,  make  usa  very  mis- 
shapen sort  of  Republic,  if  we  could  perform  that 
operation.  But  we  are  now  "  warring  for  peace' 
Well,  Mr.  President,  it  seeins  to  me  that  we  have, 
as  1  said,  already  conquered  Mexico.  Where  is 
her  army  ?  Where  her  treasure?  Where  any  of 
the  material  of  war  with  which  she  could  contend 
a"ainst  us?     She  is  powcrlcsR  and  disarmed,  and 
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stands  unresisting  before  yon,  and  you  talk  of 
keepins;  secrets  from  her;  of  keeping  secrets  from 
us  lent  tills  poor,  down-trodden  Republic  sh:\ll  have 
some  light  slied  upon  her  mind  ns  to  the  further 
proceedings  wliich  we  intend  to  adopt  in  relation 
to  the  prosecution  of  this  war!  This  argument 
cannot  salisty  the  Senate  or  the  country.  It  ouglit 
not  to  satisfy  the  country.  You  have  got  peace, 
in  effect,  now.  iMexico  is  at  this  moment  at  your 
feet,  and  subject  to  your  dictation.  Tlie  general 
orders  from  your  commander  issued  to  your  armies 
show  that  he  is  intending  to  spread  them  over  that 
country,  making  them  a  sort  of  armed  collectors 
of  revenue.  Tiiat  seems  to  be  the  employment 
which  now  remains  fur  j'our  armed  forces  in  Mex- 
ico. Is  she  not  conquered  when  slie  has  no  army 
left — no  Government  lel't — no  material  of  war — no 
money — no  credit.'  "When  a  nation  is  thus  de- 
pressed and  disarmed,  svliat  is  wanting  to  her 
conquest  and  subjugation.'  She  is  conquered,  sir; 
and  everybody  will  acknowledge  it  in  six  weeks 
from  this  time,  as  1  verily  believe.  And  this  war, 
and  this  country,  and  this  peace,  will  become  a 
proper  suliject  lor  the  legislative  department! 

I  liope  to  see  that  question  come  speedily,  and 
then  it  will  depend  upon  the  wisdom  and  discre- 
tion of  Congress  on  what  terms  and  in  what  man- 
ner it  is  to  be  determined;  whether  Congress  will 
declare  that  we  shall  swallow  Mexico  whole,  in 
the  figurative  but  strong  language  of  the  horiorable 
Senator,  or  what  else  we  sluill  do ;  what  member 
of  her  we  shall  swallow — whether  a  leg,  or  an  arm, 
or  the  head  ;  in  whut  manner  we  shall  address  our- 
selves to  the  new  species  of  cannibalism  prescribed 
to  the  American  people.  All  this  we  will  have 
determined  by  Congre.ss.  Its  appetite  will  regu- 
late us  in  what  we  are  to  do.  This,  however,  i.°, 
going  beyond  the  question,  and  I  have  been  led 
into  these  remarks  by  those  to  which  I  am  attempt- 
ing to  ref)ly.  The  question  is  on  obtaining  from 
tJie  President  of  the  United  States  that  information 
which  is  necessary  for  our  intelligent  action.  Is 
this  war  to  shut  up  these  departments,  and  restore 
the  ancient  time  when  diplomacy  dwelt  in  dark- 
ness, or  when  the  arcana  of  State  were  to  be  kept 
within  the  inter  penetialia  of  the  temple  where  the 
people  with  uncleun  teet  had  no  right  to  go;  where 
the  people  had  no  right  to  meddle  with  the  myste- 
ries of  State?  These  days  have  passed  by,  and  I 
hope  and  trust  thai  tlie  Senate  will  find  no  sort  of 
objection  to  the  passage  of  this  resolution.  If  the 
gentleman  desires,  the  clause  allowing  the  exercise 
of  discretionary  power  to  the  President  may  be 
added  ;  if  theie  be  any  little  secret  spot,  any  plaj,'-ue 
spot,  in  all  the  communications  upon  this  subject, 
it  can  be  kept  back.  Give  us  only  what  is  useful 
to  us.  That  is  all  that  is  wanted  ;  that  is  all  that 
is  asked  for.  But  it  seems  that  gentlemen  are  not 
willing — I  need  not  say  gentlemen — the  honorable 
Senator  is  not  willing  that  we  should  be  permitted 
even  to  interropue  the  President.  I  hope  we  may 
be  allowed  to  interrogate  him,  and  that  we  may 
have  this  information. 

Observe  how  this  thing  operates.  Amongst  the 
information  cilled  for,  there  is  embraced  a  letter 
from  General  Scott,  and  that  is  communicated  to 
the  honorable  Senator  himself,  and  a  part  of  it  is 
read  to  the  Senate.  Now,  he  knows  that  it  is 
contrary  to  all  legal  rules  of  documentary  evidence 
to  read  only  a  part.  We  have  a  right  to  the  whole. 
Is  the  light  to  be  metisured  out  in  this  way.' — a 
portion  given  to  one  member  and  a  portion  to 
another — whilst  those  who  are  blessed  with  the  full 
blaze  of  day  arc  to  have  the  whole  of  it;  the  great 
body  of  us  being  left  to  wonder  in  ignorance  of 
those  great  suijjecis  which  demand  our  most 
solemn  consideration  and  rosf)onsil)le  action  ?  It 
cannot  be  so,  sir.  The  gentleman,  if  I  understand 
aright,  ha.s  read  an  extract  from  a  letter.  We  in- 
sist, if  the  letter  can  be  confided  to  the  head  of  a 
committee  it  may  be  confided  to  the  Senate,  either 
in  confidence  or  not,  as  the  President  pleases.  I 
-have  no  feeling  of  capiionsness  upon  this  .subject, 
and  not  the  slightest  personal  feclin;^.  1  think  it 
is  the  right  of  the  Senate  to  have  this  infornKUion; 
and  that  if  access  to  the  Executive  departments  by 
the  legislative  bodies  is  to  be  prechideu  in  this  way, 
we  must  become  nothing  but  the  shadow  of  a  legis- 
lature. It  is  altogether  contrary  to  former  prac- 
tice to  refuse  this  inquiry.  Few,  indeed,  have 
been  the  instances  in  whiclj  such  a  resolution  has 
been  opposed,  and  never  upon  the  vague  generali- 
ties now  i)ut  forward. 

Mr.  CASS.     One  word,  Mr.  President.     I  ctin- 


not  suffer  myself  to  be  misunderstood  by  the  ex- 
ertion of  the  great  talents  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  nor  by  his  manner,  always  im- 
posing, though  often  sarcastic.  I  must  say  that  the 
honorable  Senator  has  exhibited  great  ingenuity 
in  putting  his  own  construction  on  my  meaning. 
I  wish  now  to  give  my  own.  In  the  first  place, 
the  extract  read  to  the  Senate  was  all  that  related 
to  the  subject.  The  Government  detei-Tnined  upon 
a  certain  plan  of  operations,  and  to  carry  that  into 
effect  asked  fi)r  fifty  thousand  men.  General  Scott 
has  submitted  some  three  or  four  plans,  without 
giving  the  preference  to  one.  The  Government 
had  adopted  one  of  those  [ilans,  and  asked  for  the 
necessary  legislative  measures  to  carry  it  into  efiect. 
All  that  relates  to  this  plan  was  contained  in  the 
extract  that  1  read,  and  the  Senate  was  thus  put  in 
possession  of  the  views  of  the  Government  and  the 
commanding  general  on  the  topic  which  occupies 
their  attention.  All  else  was,  in  fact,  but  specula- 
tion. W^ell,  now,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky seems  to  think  that  I  see  a  secret  in  every- 
thing, whilst  he  .sees  a  secret  in  nothing.  The 
subject  is  exceedingly  clear.  I  did  not  say  that 
there  were  any  secrets  at  all  involved  in  this 
call.  All  [  maintained  was  the  great  principle  in 
all  Governments,  that  during  the  time  of  war,  cau- 
tion was  to  be  exeixised  in  giving  publicity  to 
specific  plans  of  the  campaign.  In  that  connection 
there  must  be  secrets. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  (in  his  seat.)  Certainly 
there  may  be. 

Mr.  CASS.  What  sort  of  war  would  it  be  in 
which  there  were  no  secrets.'  War  is  a  game 
played  by  intelligent  and  experienced  men,  not  by 
men  who  show  their  hands  to  their  adversary. 
The  thing  is  impo.s3ible.  No  such  war  has  ever 
been  waged  successfully,  and  no  such  war  will  be 
waged  so  long  as  men  are  compelled  to  resort  to 
wars.  No  secrets  !  They  are  dishonorable  !  Ev- 
erything should  be  known!  And  a  commanding 
general  who  sits  down  before  a  city  must  begin  by 
sending  to  his  opponent  with  the  summons  to  sur- 
render, a  true  abstractof  his  force,  of  his  munitions 
of  war,  and  his  means  of  subsistence  !  And  from 
day  to  day  this  must  be  renewed  with  the  morning 
report,  becau.se  there  should  be  no  secrets !  And 
when  he  proposes  to  make  a  moven>ent,  with  the 
same  abhorrence  of  secrecy,  he  must  send  in  with 
a  flag  of  true  his  projet  of  operations — where  he 
will  march  such  a  day — where  he  will  encamp 
such  a  night — and  what  he  proposes  to  do,  and 
with  what  amount  of  men  and  material!  This 
mav  all  be  very  chivalric,  but  it  would  not  be  very 
well  received  in  tiiis  age  of  the  world.  No,  sir; 
there  must  of  necessity  be  secrets  with  regard  to 
the  conduct  of  the  war.  With  respect  to  the  gen- 
eral operations  which  the  Government  directs,  I 
see  no  objections  to  disclosing  them. 

The  honorable  gentleman  says  that  I  advocated 
the  swallowing  of  Mexico;  and  he  will  pardon  me 
for  saying  it,  but  in  a  sneering  tone  he  asks,  shall 
it  be  done  limb  by  limb,  and,  sir,  would  it  aliect 
digestion.'  Mr.  President,  I  will  not  stop  to  dispute 
with  the  honorable  Senator  about  words.  He  may 
talk  sarcastically  of  a  just  indemnity,  of  taknig 
Mexican  territory,  limb  by  limb,  and  swallowing 
it.  There  are  few  things,  however  serious,  which 
may  not  be  turned  into  ridicule.  It  is,  however, 
no  test  of  truth.  Mr.  .Jefferson  spoke  of  the 
gradual  augmentation  of  our  country,  which  he 
foresaw  and  approved,  and  called  it  extending 
freedom,  piece  by  piece.  Now,  sir,  I  prefer  this 
expression  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  piece  by  piece,  to  the 
exjiression  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, limb  by  limb;  though,  if  we  cannot  get  tlic 
territory  that  we  are  justly  entitled  to  without  that 
expression,  I  am  wilhng  to  take  it  limb  by  limb. 

My  allusion  to  this  subject  was  in  this  wise: 
The  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  in 
his  speech  a  few  days  since,  deprecated  the  absorp- 
tion of  all  Mexico,  which  measure,  if  adopted,  he 
considered  to  be  fatal  to  this  Government.  Now, 
sir,  what  was  my  remark  in  reference  to  this.' 
Rather  light  in  manner,  perhaps,  but  sufficiently 
clear  in  its  meaning:  that  this  Government  would 
stand  a  great  deal  of  killing;  and  that  I  did  not  be- 
lieve even  the  swallowing  of  all  Mexico  would  be 
fatal  to  it,  though  I  was  not  myself  in  favor  of  the 
measure.  I  was  satisfied  with  taking  a  reasonable 
territorial  indemnity,  if  the  Mexicans  would  cede 
it,  leaving  the  subse(|ncnt  relation*  of  the  two 
countries  to  be  determineti  by  subsequent  events. 
Well,  sir,  I  repeat  again,  that  I  have  no  belief  that 


if  Mexican  independence  were  annihilated  to-mor- 
row, and  the  whole  country  annexed  to  the  United 
States,  it  would  kill  us.  And  I  believe  there  is 
nothing  under  heaven  which  can  kill  this  Govern- 
ment but  the  people  themselves.  That  is  my  opin- 
ion of  its  power  of  vitality.  Ever  since  I  have 
been  upon  the  stage  of  action,  our  country  has  been 
killed  by  prophets  of  evil,  crying  "Wo,  wo,  to  Je- 
rusalemj"  Cassandras  predicting  a  crisis  to-day, 
and  destruction  to-morrow;  yet  we  have  gone  on 
from  increase  to  increase.  And  where  our  final 
boundaries  are  to  be.  He  who  controls  the  fate  of 
empires  alone  can  tell.  I  did  not  suppose  that  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  could  misunder- 
stand me,  or  have -converted  a  figure  of  speech, 
such  as  swallowing  a  nation,  into  an  argument  to 
be  refuted  by  a  serious  analogy  to  the  human  body. 
War  and  conquest  are  means  to  attain  an  end,  and 
they  are  controlled  in  their  general  operations  by 
the  law  of  nations.  They  are  to  be  directed  by  the 
E.xecutive  Government  upon  its  responsibility, 
subject,  of  course,  to  the  supervision  of  Congress, 
with  the  great  object,  in  the  present  instance,  of 
makins:  a  speedy  and  honorable  peace  with  Mexi- 
co. The  honorable  Senator  says  that  we  are  now 
"  in  effect "  at  ]3eace.  What  this  qualification  "  iti 
effect"  means,  I  do  not  know.  The  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment is  resisting;  a  fugitive  sometimes  travelling 
from  place  to  place;  still  resisting,  still  unable  or 
unwilling  to  do  us  justice.  When  Mexico  is  will- 
ing to  do  us  that  justice  which  you,  Mr.  President, 
and  I  believe  all  this  side  of  the  Senate  believe,  and 
some  portion  on  the  other,  to  be  due  to  us,  then, 
and  not  till  then,  we  may  relax  our  exertions,  as 
we  shall  have  conquered  a  peace.  But  I  repeat, 
what  I  before  said,  that  the  longer  Mexico  con- 
tinues her  obstinate  rejection  of  reasonable  indem- 
nity, and  the  greater  the  exertion  she  compels  ua 
to  make,  the  greater  will  be  our  demands,  and  the 
heavier  her  losses.  What  we  would  have  accepted 
last  year,  or  even  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent campaign,  we  may  well  refuse  now;  and  what 
we  would  accept  now,  we  may  well  refuse  after  a 
few  months.  And  how  much  the  public  senti- 
ment of  this  country  may  demand  a  year  or  two 
years  hence,  if  the  war  continues  so  long,  I  do  not 
pretend  to  predict.  We  may  have  to  make  the 
great  experiment  so  dreaded  by  the  Senator  fjom 
South  Carolina  and  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
and  annex  the  domains  of  Mexico  to  our  own. 
This  is  the  penalty  which  national  injustice  has 
often  been  called  to  pay,  and  which  Mexico  may 
be  preparing  for  herself 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  know  that  in  time  of 
war,  in  the  conduct  of  armies  and  campaigns,  the 
general  does  not  communicate  to  the  enemy  the 
route  by  which  he  intends  to  march, .or  the  plan 
which  he  has  adopted  for  attaining  his  objects. 
But  the  information  now  sought  for  of  the  Exec- 
utive is  of  an  entirely  different  character.  The 
argument  of  the  honorable  Senator,  it  is  evident, 
is  one  to  which  he  has  been  driven  by  the  neces- 
sity of  his  case;  and  I  say  again,  although  there 
may  be  secrets,  and  certain  circumstances  which 
it  may  be  important  to  keep  concealed  for  the 
time,  those  now  asked  for  are  not  of  that  descrip- 
tion. I  really  wonder  how  the  gentleman  can  re- 
peat in  this  solemn  style,  without  a  smile  upon  his 
face,  the  asseveration  that  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  communicate  this  information,  as  it  would  be 
advantageous  to  the  enemy!  As  well  might  it 
have  been  said,  during  the  war  against  the  Semi- 
noles,  that  information  should  not  be  given  lest  the 
Seminolcs  might  get  it !  Because,  in  another  state 
of  afi'airs,  it  might  be  proper  to  withhold  informa- 
tion, it  does  not  follow  that  everything  is  to  be 
kept  a  secret.  If,  as  the  Senator  says,  the  Exec- 
utive has  no  secrets  that  it  is  not  willing  to  reveal, 
why  this  opposition  to  these  resolutions  of  inquiry .' 
The  Senator  now  tells  us  the  contents  of  the  letter 
from  General  Scott,  a  portion  of  which  he  read  the 
other  day.  I  ask  if  this  sort  of  verbal  information 
is  to  be  communicated,  instead  of  the  official  infor- 
mation to  which  the  Senate  is  entitled.'  Is  the 
inquiry  of  the  Senate  to  be  stifled  by  some  gentle- 
man taking  upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  get- 
ting up  here  and  speaking  for  the  Government, 
and  giving  us  what  he  reports  as  the  substance  of 
information  .'  No;  we  have  a  right  to  the  informa- 
tion in  its  authentic  and  official  form — in  that  we 
mtiy  see  what  it  contains — no  more  and  no  less. 
To  that  we  have  a  right. 

I  have  every  confidence  in  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor.   His  statement  to  me  personally  in  relation  to 
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a  matter  of  private  confidence  would  he  as  satis- 
factory as  any  testimony;  but,  as  he  will  perceive, 
that  is  not  the  question  now.  We  have  a  right  to 
tlie  official  information,  that  our  constituents  may 
see  and  read  it;  and  that  it  may  go  to  them,  not  in 
the  ufiauthenticated  form  of  verbal  communication 
here,  but  in  the  authentic  form  of  a  Government 
document.  He  knows  and  perceives  this;  and  I 
ask  again,  with  great  deference  to  tlie  honorable 
Senator,  and  without  detracting,  or  intending  to 
detract,  from  his  just  and  deservedly  eminent  sta- 
tion here  and  in  the  country  at  large,  why  is  it 
that  the  secrets  so  important  to  be  ke[)t  should  be 
communicated  to  him,  standing  on  tlie  same  foot- 
ing with  us,  but  withheld  as  sacred  from  us.'  Is 
there  to  be  a  chosen  body  of  enlightened  legislators 
here,  and  another  body  who  at  their  peril  are  to 
follow  them  without  information  and  in  darkness.' 
Will  the  gentleman  contend  for  that,  and  does  not 
he  see  that  to  this  his  argument  leads.'  He  is  fur- 
nished with  information,  and  any  other  Senator 
may  be  furnished  with  information,  and  he  is  to 
deal  it  out  to  the  Senate  according  to  the  exigency 
of  the  case;  and  his  knowledge  of  that  portion  of 
light,  or  of  twilight,  is  to  ensure  their  concurrence 
ill  the  measure  proposed.'  There  is  to  be  a  great 
distinction  of  light  and  knowledge;  and  when  we 
ask  for  more,  we  are  told  it  may  be  mischievous, 
and  may  get  to  those  to  whom  we  do  not  wish  to 
give  information  !  This  argument  is  of  universal 
application.  It  applies  equally  to  your  call  for 
useful  information  as  to  any  other.  To  every  in- 
quiry you  will  have  the  reply:  "  Secrets!  secrets! 
Government  secrets!  All  nations  must  have  se- 
crets; you  cannot'expect  us  to  give  you  the  secrets! 
There  is  an  impenetrable  region  into  which  the 
curiosity  of  the  profane  must  not  seek  to  enter!" 
Tliis  is,  I  must  say,  a  novel  doctrine  and  a  new 
sort  of  argument — a  new  sort  of  application  alto- 
gether of  a  principle  acknowledged  by  all  in  it.s 
proper  place,  and  with  its  just  appreciation.  I 
nope,  sir,  such  a  doctrine  is  not  to  be  sanctioned 
by  a  vote  of  the  Senate  refusing  the  information 
asked  for  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  understood  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina  to  say  that  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  insertion  of  the  usual  words  in  the 
reso.ution,  "  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public 
interest,"  so  as  to  leave  it  discretionary  with  the 
President. 

iMr.  MANGUM.     I  .<?aid  so,  sir. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  shall  have  no  difficulty,  then, 
in  voting  for  the  resolution — none  whatever.  So 
far  as  the  general  order  that  has  appeared  in  Mex- 
ico is  concerned,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  any 
general  officer  under  any  circumstances  would  is- 
sue an  order  of  that  magnitude  without  the  author- 
ity, either  express  or  implied,  of  his  Government. 
I  do  not  suppose,  therefore,  that  any  secrets  can 
be  disclosed  upon  this  subject.  I  am  glad  that  the 
subject  of  "  secrets"  has  attracted  so  much  atten- 
tion in  this  body,  as  I  think  it  is  always  of  advan- 
tage to  the  interests  of  the  country  that  the  ques- 
tion of"  secrets"should  be  considerably  canvassed. 
I  shall  therefore  embrace  this  occasion  for  renew- 
ing my  ancient  motion  for  opening  the  doors  of  the 
Senate  on  all  occasions  save  one.  But  why,  sir, 
are  we  so  much  affrighted  at  "secrets,"  when  we 
ought  to  begin  by  making  our  own  acts  public?  It 
is  only  because  a  large  portion  of  our  own  acts  are 
not  made  public  that  I  am  now  not  permitted  to  re- 
cur to  facts  which  I  could  adduce,  with  overwhelm- 
ing influence,  on  the  discussion  of  this  question  of 
secrecy.  But,  sir,  I  shall  tender  my  ancient  resolu- 
tion, and  I  shall  test  the  spirit  of  publicity  which 
is  now  displayed  in  words  in  this  discussion.  I 
believe,  sir,  that,  if  every  document  upon  file  in  the 
Department  of  State  and  in  the  Department  of  War 
were  this  day  opened  to  the  full  ligiit  of  the  sun, 
the  Government  would  be  strengthened  far  more 
than  weakened  by  the  disclosure.  It  is  rather  an 
Executive  habit  than  an  Executive  necessity;  it  is 
because  the  preceding  Executives  have  done  this 
thing  that  the  present  Executive  does  it.  He  feels 
himself  more  bound  by  precedent  than  by  princi- 
ple upon  this  subject.  His  predecessors  have  uni- 
formly acted  upon  the  principle  that  the  disclosure 
of  some  parts  of  the  information  in  their  posses- 
sion might  tend  to  the  prejudice  of  the  public  in- 
terest. And  it  is  upon  the  authority  of  ihe  prac- 
tice of  his  predecessors  that  the  Executive  acts, 
rather  than  upon  the  existence  of  any  secret  rea- 
son for  his  conduct. 

I  am  willing,  as  far  as  my  vote  is  concerne;! — if 


I  could  give  it  detached  from  other  considerations 
— to  vote  to  let  in  the  full  blaze  of  the  sun  upon 
every  transaction  that  paper  contains  growing  out 
of  this  war.  I  should  like  myself  to  see  the  esti- 
mates made  by  the  generals-in-chief  commanding 
those  two  columns  in  Mexico,  and  also  their  ad- 
vice given  to  the  Executive  at  the  incipient  stages 
of  the  war — advice  sought  because  one  of  tlie  par- 
ties from  whom  it  was  sought  was  at  the  head  of 
the  American  army,  and  had  therefore  a  right  to 
be  consulted  by  the  Executive,  who  is  not  a  mili- 
tary man.  I  should  like  to  see  all  these  things, 
sir,  so  that  I  might  know  to  what  extent  any  one 
or  all  of  these  generals  may  be  responsible — I  do 
not  say  for  the  origin  of  the  war,  but  for  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  has  been  prosecuted.  Sir,  I  do  not 
speak  authoritatively.  1  am  not  now  at  the  head 
of  any  committee  which  authorizes  me  to  go  into 
the  several  departments  and  make  inquiry  in  re- 
lation to  these  subjects.  1  am  not  charged  particu- 
larly or  expressly  with  any  branch  of  the  Senate's 
business,  and  therefore  I  know  nothing  personally 
as  to  what  facts  are  or  are  not  contained  in  the 
archives  of  the  Executive  Department  Now,  sir, 
upon  another  branch  of  this  subject. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina, 
who  has  had  the  lead  upon  the  question  of  opening 
the  doors  and  admitting  all  the  information  that 
may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Executive,  agrees 
with  me  upon  this  question,  and  I  shall  introduce 
my  ancient  resolution  to-morrow,  or  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Senate.  I  hope  then  to  have  the 
aid  (so  potential  in  all  matters  in  which  he  takes 
part)  of  the  honorable  Senator.  But  the  honorable 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  wants  the  informa- 
tion called  for  by  this  resolution,  and  other  in- 
formation, for  a  certain  purpose.  Now,  what  is 
this  purpose.'  Why,  it  is  to  know  what  are  the 
political  designs  of  the  Executive  in  regard  to  the 
war — that  is  to  say,  what  are  his  desires  as  to  the 
result  of  the  war.  Now,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  only  one  branch  of  the  Governinent 
of  the  United  States.  Congress  is  another.  A 
leading  statesman  of  this  country,  whose  voice, 
possibly,  is  as  potential  within  as  it  is  without 
these  walls,  has  laid  it  down  as  a  right  belonging 
to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  not  that  they 
should  call  upon  the  President  to  know  what  he 
means,  but  that  they  should  express  what  they 
mean  should  be  the  end  and  objects  of  the  war. 
Therefore,  if  the  honorable  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  has  any  extreme  solicitude  upon  this 
subject,  it  is  of  tar  more  importance  for  him  to 
know  what  Congress  means,  than  to  know  what 
the  President  means,  because  the  President  cannot 
act  without  the  consent  of  Congress.  Now,  if  the 
Senator  desires  to  know  what  Congress  means  to 
do,  whatobject  they  desire  toaccomplish,  the  mode 
in  which  he  can  ascertain  it  is  simply  to  offer  a 
resolution  declaring  what  Congress  means  shall  be 
the  objects  aimed  at  in  the  prosecution  of  this  war. 
It  is  of  no  consequence,  sir,  upon  this  great  ques- 
tion, to  quibble  about  what  the  President  may 
secretly  design.  We  are  told  by  this  high  authori- 
ty with  the  gentleman  and  his  friends,  that  it  is 
the  right  and  duty  of  Congress  to  declare  what 
shall  be  the  objects  and  purposes  of  this  war.  Let 
them  come  up  to  the  mark  and  lay  before  us  their 
views. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  I  would  suggest,  Mr.  President, 
that  the  time  has  arrived  for  the  consideration  of 
the  special  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  Yes,  sir,  I  am  doubtless  tres- 
passing upon  the  time  that  ought  to  be  devoted  to 
my  honorable  friend's  speech.  I  have,  however, 
but  a  few  words  more  to  say,  and  really  I  did  not 
intend  to  enter  at  all  into  the  discussion  ;  but  the 
debate  seems  to  have  spread  itself  out  to  such  an 
extent  that  I  could  scarcely  avoid  engaging  in  it. 
I  shall  vote  for  the  Senator's  resolution  when  the 
addition  is  made  which  he  says  he  is  willing  to 
make.  I  desire  that  addition  made,  because  this 
has  always  been  the  practice,  out  of  respect  to  the 
Executive  branch  of  the  Government ;  a.«!,  for  in- 
stance, we  use  the  word  "  request"  when  \ve  ad- 
dress the  Executive,  and  the  word  "direct"  when 
we  address  the  various  subordinate  departments.  It 
has  been  for  the  purpose  of  expressing  these  views 
that  I  have  trespns.sed  upon  the  time  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  1  am  extremely  reluctant, 
sir,  to  encroach  upon  the  time  which  belongs  to 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi,  but  some 
remarks  have  been  made  which  absolutely  demand 
some  reply. 


.   Mr.  FOOTE.     It  will  give  me  much  pleasure 
to  give  way  to  the  Senator. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  have  very  few  observations 
to  make,  and  they  will  occupy  but  a  few  moments; 
and  1  must  begin  by  congratulating  the  honoralile 
Senator  from  Ohio  on  the  advance  he  has  made 
within  a  fev/  d-ays  in  regard  to  disclosnig  all  se- 
crets;  and  I  congratulate  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia on  the  prospect  he  has  of  the  powerful  assist- 
ance of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  upon  that  resolution 
of  his  which  was  laid  upon  the  table  this  morning, 
calling  for  information  as  to  the  communications 
of  the  commanding  generals  about  the  period  of 
the  beginning  of  this  war,  either  of  advice,  sug- 
gestions, or  otherwise. 

This  resolution,  sir,  was  drawn  with  great  care, 
(hastily,  to  be  sure,)  and  was  not  designed  to 
trench  on  anything  that  might  be  supposed  to 
affect  injuriously  the  interests  of  the  country.  But, 
sir,  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  very  properly  says  that  many 
things  should  be  withheld  on  account  of  the  con- 
test in  which  we  are  engaged.  But  does  he  mean 
to  say  that  he  is  to  be  intrusted  with  information 
which  we  are  not  to  be  intrusted  with .'  We  want 
light  on  this  subject.  As  one  of  the  minority,  sir, 
how  can  I  look  into  the  Executive  mind  and  dis- 
cover the  purposes  which  are  there  intended  .'  Let 
the  world  have  the  information,  sir,  and  the  world 
will  either  sustain  you  or  refuse  to  sustain  you. 
I  should  like  to  know  from  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  what 
we  are  to  do  when  the  conquest  of  Mexico  is  com- 
plete. If  there  is  no  Government  to  treat  with  ua 
now,  what  will  we  do  with  Mexico  then,  sir? 
These  are  important  matters,  that  involve  ulti- 
mately, in  my  judgment,  the  stability  of  our  free 
institutions.  For  one,  I  would  like  to  know,  if 
the  Republic  of  Mexico  falls  into  our  hands,  what 
is  to  be  done  with  it?  This  is  the  main  point  that 
I  desire  light  upon.  I  do  not  care  a  fig  for  the  views 
expressed  to-day,  further  than  they  relate  to  this 
point. 

Will  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  condescend  to  inform  us  what 
he  means  to  do  with  Mexico  after  it  is  conquered  ? 
Will  he  enlighten  us  as  to  the  distinct  purposes  of 
the  Executive  respecting  her?  What  shall  be 
done  with  this  unfortunate  Republic  after  it  falls 
into  our  hands  ?  I  think  that  Congress  has  a  deep 
and  p.-ofound  interest  in  this  inquiry.  Sir,  I  care 
not  a  fig,  as  I  have  already  said,  whether  the  res- 
olution passes  or  not,  if  the  honorable  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  in  his  official 
capacity,  will  only  give  me  light  on  this  single 
point.  He  goes  for  the  conquest  of  Mexico,  which, 
1  take  it,  implies  the  annihilation  of  that  Govern- 
ment. How,  then,  are  you  to  make  peace?  I 
only  wish  to  add  a  single  remark,  in  reference  to 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio,  in  regard  to  hia 
"  ancient"  resolutions.  I  shall  go  for  any  addi- 
tional light — for  the  removal  of  any  secrecy,  and 
for  the  obtaining  of  any  information  that  may  be 
necessary  to  aid  us  in  the  discharge  of  our  duties. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  Will  the  honorable  Senator  ac- 
cept of  the  amendment  ? 

Mr.  MANGUM.     I  said  I  would  do  so. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Do  I  understand  that  the 
modification  is  made? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.     It  is. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution 
as  amended,  and  it  was  adopted. 

THE  TEN  REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  increase,  for  a  limited  time,  the  military 
force  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  (in  continuation,)  said: 

Mr.  President:  I  think  it  must  be  acknowl- 
edged that  this  debate  has  been  marked  with  pecu- 
liar rancor  on  the  other  side  of  the  Chamber,  and 
that  teriTis  of  scurrilous  reproach  have  been  freely 
indulged  towards  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  equally  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  this 
body,  unfit  to  be  applied  to  the  first  magistrate  of 
this  great  nation,  and  entirely  unmerited  in  point 
of  fact.  One  gentleman  has  not  hesitated  openly 
to  charge  the  Executive  with  falsehood  in  reg.nrd 
to  his  declaration  of  the  objects  of  the  war;  which 
is  nothing  more  than  a  coarse  version  of  what  is 
reported  m  a  paper,  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  to 
have  emanated  from  a  distinguished  Senator  now 
in  my  eye,  at  Springfield,  last  September,  about 
"  pretexts,  evasions,   pretences,  aller-thoughts,' 
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&c.,  &c.  Another  gentleman  charges  falsehood 
by  inuendo,  and  assumes,  wiih  something  of  pecu- 
liar grace,  and  cer(ainly  with  more  than  the  ordi- 
nary dramatic  emphasis,  to  blush  for  the  President. 
Another  charges  "dishonesty,"  "  robbery,"  "  pil- 
lage," and  "murder;"  another,  "hypocrisy;" 
another,  "a  violation  of  tlie  Constitution;"  an- 
other, "  the  usurping  of  powers  properly  belonging 
to  Congress."  Now,  if  the  President  be  half  as 
guilty  as  he  is  accused  by  honorable  Senators  of 
being,  he  ought,  for  the  honor  of  the  country,  to 
be  immediately  impeached;  and  I  a  little  wonder, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  that  a  great  Hastings 
affair  has  not  been  before  now  gotten  up,  consid- 
ering the  lusty  menaces  which  we  know  to  have 
been  thundered  forth  in  various  quarters,  and  the 
pregnant  fact,  that  at  least  one  member  of  this 
body  is  reported  to  have  already  declared  that 
lie  is  impeachable.  I  wish  distinguished  Sena- 
tors would  recollect  the  wise  requisition  of  the 
common  law,  that  even  jurors,  who  only  deter- 
mine the  facts  of  the  case,  must  be  majorcs  omni 
exceptione;  and  that  Justice  was  by  the  ancients 
jjainted  blind,  in  order  to  indicate  that  all  who 
approached  her  sanctuary  should  do  so  free 
from  all  preconceived  prejudice,  and  exempt 
from  all  exterior  influence.  I  take  the  liberty  of 
reminding  honorable  Senators,  whilst  indulging 
these  suggestions,  of  one  of  the  most  imposing  ju- 
dicial spenes  which  is  recorded  in  ancient  annals — 
the  trial  of  Lucius  Cataline  by  the  Roman  Senate. 
The  beautiful  sentences  with  which  Julius  Cresar 
commenced  his  noble  speech  on  the  occasion  con- 
tain r.  maxim  which  I  fear  is  almost  too  elevated 
for  even  this  Christian  generation  :  "  Oinnes  lio- 
mints,  quidt  rebus duhiis consutlant,  ab  odio,  amicitiu, 
{?•«,  atque  misericordia  vacuos  esse  deed.  Huud facile 
animus  verum  providet,  ubi  ilia  officiunt.  J^'eque 
^uisquam  omnium  lubidini  simul  et  usui  paruil. 
Ubi  intenderis  ingeniam,  valet.  Si  lubido  possidet 
ea  dominatur;  animus  nihil  valet.''  Now,  if  certain 
menaces  which  we  have  all  heard  of  in  regard  to 
grave  proceedings  elsewhere  against  the  first  magis- 
trate of  the  nation,  were  as  honestly  announced 
as  they  have  been  indecently  paraded  before  the 
country,  there  may  be  yet  some  possibility  of 
illustrious  Senators,  when  called  on  to  perform 
a  high  judicial  duty,  with  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States  presiding  in  this  Chaml)er,  either 
challenging  themselves  or  being  challenged  by 
others,  on  the  score  of  incompetency  to  discharge 
the  highest  functions  belonging  to  the  body.  I 
hope  to  witness  no  such  painful  and  perplexing 
predicament;  but  if  it  sliould  occur,  it  would,  per- 
chance, not  be  without  a  salutary  influence  in  the 
way  of  example. 

Mr.  President,  before  I  conclude  what  I  have  to 
say  upon  this  occasion,  I  feel  called  upon  to  no- 
tice, and,  if  possible,  in  some  degree  to  counter- 
act, certain  views  e.xpressed  a  few  days  since  by 
the  venerable  Senator  from  South  Carolina;  and, 
in  doing  so,  I  believe  that  he  at  least  will  not  ques- 
tion my  sincerity  in  declaring,  that  such  is  my 
high  respect  for  his  extraordinary  powers  of  in- 
tellect, and  his  numerous  virtues,  it  is  to  me  most 
painful  to  differ  with  him  in  opinion  on  any  great 
public  question.  It  would  certainly  be  my  wish 
to  remain  silent,  notwithstanding  my  dissent  from 
his  views,  but  that  I  shall  be  compelled  by  a  sense 
of  duty  to  vote  in  opposition  to  the  honorable 
Senator'.s  profound  and  ingenious  reasonings;  and 
if  I  fail  to  state  sound  and  substantial  grounds  for 
doing  so,  I  shall  incur  the  risk  of  being  misunder- 
stood by  the  whole  country. 

I  understand  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
to  oppose  the  measure  under  consideration,  on  the 
ground  that  no  additional  troops  arc^iecessary  for 
the  attainment  of  any  Icj^itimate  object,  or  for  any 
object  heretofore  avowed  by  the  Executive.  He 
argues  that  the  contpiest  of  the  interior  regions  of 
Mexico  lias  advanced  so  far,  that,  if  the  troops 
now  (here  are  not  speedily  withdrawn  to  what  lie 
calLs  a  (ififensivft  line,  wc  will  incur  the  haz.ird  of 
annihilating  the  nationality  of  Mexi(;o,  and  of  thus 
failing  to  obtain  a  treaty  of  peace  at  all,  for  want  of 
a  valid  Government  with  which  to  conduct  our  fu- 
ture negotiations.  Mr.  President,  I  will  not  under- 
take to  decide  whether  or  not  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  be  right  in  supposing  that  Mexico  is  in 
euch  imminent  danger  of  lo.sing  her  nationality. 
This  may  or  may  not  be  the  case.  It  is  certain 
that  those  who  are  best  acquainted  with  the  pre- 
cise condition  of  thing.s  in  Mexico  think  olherwi.se. 
The  President  still  continues  to  avow  his  warm 


desire  and  confident  expectation  that  a  treaty  will 
yet  be  effected  with  the  Mexican  Government, 
which  will  be  at  the  same  time  honorable  to  us 
and  neither  unjust  nor  ungenerous  to  our  obstinate 
adversary;  and  such  is  my  respect  for  his  wisdom 
and  thorough  sincerity  of  heart,  that  I  do  not  feel 
at  liberty  to  refuse  him  any  aid  which  I  am  capa- 
ble of  rendering  for  the  eventual  attainment  of  this 
long-sought  object.  General  Scott,  too,  seems 
still  to  calculate  upon  an  early  pacification,  and 
has  just  announced  a  most  imposing,  and  as  I 
think,  most  judicious  plan,  for  bringing  it  about; 
and  I  have  too  high  an  esteem  for  him,  also,  both 
as  a  commander  and  a  patriot,  not  to  feel  a  most 
decided  deference  for  his  judgment  about  this 
matter.  Ciii  libct  credendum  est  in  sua  arte,  is  as 
much  a  maxim  in  military  affairs  as  in  the  con- 
cerns of  civil  life;  and  I  freely  acknowledge  that 
the  Commander-in-chief  in  Mexico,  with  his  ex- 
tensive experience  as  an  officer,  and  his  familiar 
acquaintance  with  the  resources,  devices,  and  pre- 
sent temper  of  the  foe,  is  to  be  presumed  to  enjoy 
a  peculiarly  favorable  opportunity  of  determining 
whether  or  not  we  will  be  at  all  likely  to  succeed 
in  ultimately  conqueriiiga  peace;  and  so  long  as  he 
fieems  to  testify  a  generous  confidence  in  his  being 
able  eventually  to  accomplish  that  for  which  we 
have  been  so  long  struggling,  I  should  as  soon  do 
anything  else  which  might  be  calculated  to  put  the 
honor  of  the  country  in  danger  as  refuse  to  vote 
him  supplies  of  men  and  money  to  any  extent 
which  may  be  judged  necessary  to  the  complete 
and  early  success  of  his  military  operations.  I  can 
never  consent,  for  one,  to  withdraw  our  army  to 
any  merely  defensive  line,  so  long  as  any  hope  of 
obtaining  a  treaty  of  peace  may  remain;  nor  will 
1  consent  to  do  so,  so  long  as  there  may  be  a 
chance  of  practical  pacification,  of  a  nature  to  be 
relied  on,  independent  of  treaty,  provided  a  treaty 
turn  out  to  be  unattainable.  I  cannot  perceive 
any  possible  advantage  which  would  be  likely  to 
accrue  from  the  adoption  of  a  defensive  line;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  I  behold  manifold  evils  and  in- 
conveniences, too  obvious  in  themselves,  and  too 
often  insisted  upon  heretofore,  in  different  forms  to 
need  any  special  citation  at  this  time.  This  defen- 
sive-line project  seems  to  be  with  the  distinguished 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  a  perfect  panacea  for 
all  the  troubles  of  this  Mexican  war,  in  whatever 
stage  of  it  we  may  be.  Last  winter,  when  Gen- 
eral Taylor  had  only  penetrated  the  States  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Rio  Grande,  a  withdrawal  to 
a  defensive  line  wasearneslly  recommended.  Now 
we  have  attacked  and  captured  the  strong  castle  of 
San  Juan  de  Ulua,  taken  Vera  Cruz,  Jalapa,  Perote, 
Puebla,  and  Mexico,  and  are  proceeding  rapidly 
to  seize  all  the  remaining  strong  places,  to  possess 
ourselves  of  the  public  revenues,  put  down  guerrilla 
warfare,  and  reduce  the  enemy  to  such  straits  as 
must  infallibly  render  him  in  a  short  time  alto- 
gether hopeless  of  being  able  to  make  further  re- 
sistance; and  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
with  a  consistency  which  seems  to  bid  proud  de- 
fiance to  everything  like  change  of  circumstances, 
is  heard  to  exclaim,  still  more  emphatically  than 
before,  "  Why  do  you  not  fall  back  to  my  defen- 
sive line.'"  with  this  notable  alteration,  which  the 
events  of  the  last  twelve  months  have  been  able 
alone  to  effect,  that  the  honorable  Senator  does  not 
find  it  convenient  to  tell  us  now  where  this  same 
defensive  line  of  his  should  run  ;  and  he  proposes, 
-therefore,  to  convoke  a  council  of  officers  to  settle 
this  important  point.  A  strange  council  this  would 
be,  by  the  by;  as  it  would  be  composed  neces- 
sarily of  gentlemen,  all  of  whom  would  infallibly 
and  very  promptly  declare  their  opinion  to  be, 
that  nothing  on  earth  could  be  imagined  more 
injudicious  or  perilous  than  the  adoption  of 
any  defensive  line  whatsoever.  I  hope  not  to 
exliibii  the  appearance  of  dogmatism  on  this  point; 
but,  after  the  most  diligent  inr|uiries  which  I  was 
capable  of  instituting,  1  feel  authorized  to  assert 
niy  belief,  that  it  would  be  exceedingly  difficult, 
if  it  would  not  be  impossible,  to  find  in  the  whole 
army  a  single  officer  of  respectably  high  grade, 
who  would  risk  his  reputation  as  a  military  man 
so  far  as  to  give  .sanction  to  the  adoption  of  the 
defensive  line  policy  recommended  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator.  Btil,  says  the  Senator  from  South 
(J^arolina,  if  you  remain  in  the  central  portions  of 
Mexico  much  longer,  and  especially  if  you  in- 
crease the  strength  of  your  army  there,  you  will 
break  down  the  Central  Government,  and  destroy 
the  lust  vestiges  of  nationality.     As   1  before  ob- 


served, this  may  be  so,  or  it  may  not  be  so;  but 
no  matter  what  may  be  the  precise  effect  of  re- 
maining  in  Mexico,  in  regard  to  our  own  munici- 
pal condition,  I  am  of  opinion,  that  as  we  marched 
into  the  country  in  order  to  achieve  indemnity  for 
the  past,  and  security  for  the  future,  we  never  can 
honorably  withdraw  our  troops  until  we  obtain 
them  both  in  the  most  unequivocal  manner.  And 
though  it  is  true,  as  urged  by  a  Senator  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Chamber,  that  we  went  to  war  for 
free  trade  and  sailors' rights  in  1812,  and  came  out  of 
it  in  1815,  without  having  secured  either;  notwith- 
standing, the  delay  of  a  few  months,  as  we  now 
know,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  battle 
of  New  Orleans,  would  have  given  us  all  for  which 
we  assumed  hostilities;  yet  I  can  see  no  sufficient 
reason  in  this  melancholy  example  of  national 
discredit,  which  should  induce  us  now  to  yield  to 
the  triple  counsels  of  the  yet  surviving  sages  who 
negotiated  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  and  who  are  at 
present  so  happily  agreed  in  the  policy  of  getting 
out  of  this  war  with  Mexico  by  a  resignation  of 
all  the  objects  for  which  it  has  been  heretofore 
prosecuted;  so  far  even  as  to  strike  down  our  na- 
tional flag  again  without  further  ceremony,  and 
confess,  by  implication  at  least,  that  we  went  to 
war  unjustifiably,  and  have  spilled  blood  and 
wasted  treasure  without  even  the  appearance  of 
decent  pretence,  much  less  of  full  justifiation. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  thinks,  though, 
that  our  remaining  in  Mexico  may,  by  putting  an 
end  to  Mexican  nationality,  effectually  prevent  our 
reception  of  indemnity  and  security,  through  the 
medium  of  a  treaty  of  peace  ;  inasmuch,  as  though 
one  nation  may  make  war,  it  requires  two  to  make 
a  peace.  Here  I  differ  with  him  again  ;  it  requires 
two  to  agree  upon  a  peace  by  treaty;  but  whether 
we  get  a  treaty  by  remaining  in  Mexico  or  not, 
we  are  certain,  at  any  rate,  of  obtaining  a  practical 
pacification,  accompanied  with  all  we  have  de- 
manded, and  perchance  more,  whether  Mexico 
shall  have  intermediately  lost  her  nationality  by 
our  failure  to  retreat  to  a  defensive  line  at  a  great 
distance  from  her  capital,  or  shall  have  retained  it. 

The  venerable  Senator  from  South  Carolina  will 
permit  me  to  remind  him  of  the  fact,  that  he  was 
opposed  to  the  invasion  of  Mexico  last  winter,  at 
the  point  of  Vera  Cruz,  in  part  at  least,  because 
he  deemed  the  Castle  of  San  Jua,n  de  Ulua  im- 
pregnable, and  not  alone  from  a  fear  of  destroying 
Mexican  nationality;  and  this  excessive  fear  as  to 
the  extent  of  injury  which  our  inveterate  enemy 
may  happen  to  receive  at  our  hands,  I  consider 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  events  in  this  age  of 
misdirected  philanthropy  and  "  idle  and  masterly 
inactivity."  Let  me  recur  to  the  pages  of  classi- 
cal history  for  a  moment.  Livy  informs  us,  that 
when  Scipio  Africanus  proposed  to  the  Roman 
Senate  to  enter  upon  his  scheme  of  invading  Afri- 
ca, the  aged  Fabius  Maximus,  always  a  remark- 
ably cautious  man,  and  in  whom  we  may  well 
suppose  that  the  effluxion  of  years  had  greatly 
cooled  the  fervor  and  diminished  the  hopefulness 
of  earlier  days,  opposed  the  scheme  most  stoutly, 
and  even  inveighed  against  Scipio  as  a  rash,  vis- 
ionary, ambitious  young  man,  who  was  willing  to 
expose  his  country  to  unnecessary  peril,  in  order 
to  gratify  his  morbid  and  eager  cravings  at'ter  mil- 
itary fame.  The  noble  old  Roman — for  still  Ro- 
man he  was,  despite  his  fondness  for  "  idle  and 
masterly  inactivity,"  in  attempting  to  counteract 
the  scheme  of  invasion — spoke  of  "  the  enormous 
'  expense  of  the  undertaking;  not  a  single  harbor 
'  open  to  our  fleet;  no  part  of  the  country  at  peace 
'  with  us;  no  state  our  ally;  no  king  our  friend; 
'  no  room  anywhere,  either  to  stand  or  advance." 
Well,  Fabius  ftiiled  in  his  attempt  to  defeat  the 
African  expedition,  as  a  greater  than  Fabius  did 
last  winter,  in  regard  to  the  expedition  to  the  coast 
of  Mexico,  whose  complete  success  is  now  one  of 
the  most  glorious  pages  of  our  history  as  a  nation. 
Scipio  sojourned  for  a  few  months  in  Sicily,  as 
General  Scott  did  at  the  island  of  Lobos  last  year; 
and  finally  landed  on  the  African  coast  and  slridcd 
rapidly  from  victory  to  victory,  overturning  in  his 
impetuous  course  several  large  armies  under  Sy- 
phax  and  Hasdrubal;  and  finally  prepared  to  strike 
a  fatal  blow  at  the  vitals  of  Carthaginian  nation- 
ality. Now,  what  would  have  been  the  surprise 
of  his  own  country,  and  the  regret  of  all  po.'^tcrity, 
had  Fabius  Maximus,  in  this  mcnnciU  of  exulta- 
tion and  hope,  exclaimed  in  the  Roman  Senate- 
house,  as  we  have  heard  in  this  debate,  that  he 
always  had  thought  this  expedition  would  end  in 
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misfortune,  and  that  now  it  must  be  apparent  to 
all,  since  Carthage  was  actually  nbout  to  lose  her 
nationality,  and  would  be  therefore  unable- to  ap- 
point commissioners  after  awhile  to  make  a  treaty 
of  peace  ?  This  melancholy  page  in  Roman  an- 
nals has  not  descended  to  us;  and  the  war  with 
Carthage  was  ultimately  closed  on  terms  that  the 
Romans  themselves,  so  far  as  I  have  heard  or  be- 
lieve, never  complained  of.  There  was  no  talk  in 
the  Roman  Senate  such  as  we  have  had  here  now, 
that  to  deprive  Carthage  of  any  portion  of  her  ter- 
ritory, by  way  of  indemnity,  would  be  as  bad  as 
highway  robbery,  and  that  a  treaty  of  peace  even 
for  that  purpose  would  be  a  mere  nullity,  on  ac- 
count of  its  having  been  extorted  by  force;  as 
more  than  one  of  the  profound  jurists  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Chamber  have  not  hesitated  to  avow. 

But  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  takes  what 
he  calls  "  higher  ground,"  and  urges  that  if  Mex- 
ican nationality  be  extinguished,  we  shall  be  forced 
in  the  end,  either  to  fall  back  to  his  defensive  line, 
or  to  do  what  he  supposes  to  be  much  worse, 
either  to  incorporate  all  IMexico  within  our  limits, 
or  establish  a  provincial  government  there.  I  take 
issue  with  tlie  Senator  at  once  as  to  both  these 
alternatives.  1  deny  that,  in  the  case  he  has  stated, 
if  it  ever  should  occur,  we  should  be  forced  either 
to  incorporate  Mexico  and  her  whole  people, 
Indians,  negroes,  half-breeds,  and  all,  in  the  sense 
in  which  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  uses 
that  term,  or  that  we  should  be  compelled  to  treat 
her  as  a  province,  in  the  Roman  sense  of  that  term; 
or  that,  not  doing  either  of  these  things,  we  then 
should  be  compelled  to  fall  back  to  a  defensive 
line.  I  will  discuss  these  points  more  fully  after 
a  while;  but  I  desire,  at  first  with  great  and  heart- 
felt deference  to  the  Senator's  excellent  memory, 
to  set  him  right,  if  I  can,  in  regard  to  certain  points 
of  Roman  history,  a  correct  understanding  of 
which  is,  perhaps,  material  to  this  branch  of  the 
controversy.  The  following  paragraphs  of  the 
honorable  Senator's  speech  contain  the  errors 
which  I  suppose  him  to  have  committed: 

"  WImt  is  the  object  of  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.' 
How  can  il  be  succes:*ful .'  I  can  tee  but  one  way  of  making 
it  so,  and  lliat  is  by  suppressing  all  resistance  on  the  part  of 
Mexico,  overpowering  and  dispersing  her  army,  and  utterly 
overthrowing  her  Goverrnnent.  Butlf  thatshoutd  be  done — 
if  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war  should  lead  to  that 
result,  how  are  we  to  obtain  an  honorable  peace  ?  With 
whom  shall  we  treat  for  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security 
for  the  future?  War  may  be  made  by  one  party,  but  it 
requires  two  to  make  peace.  If  all  authority  is  overthrown 
in  Mexico,  where  will  be  the  power  of  entering  into  nego- 
tiation and  make  peace.'  Our  very  success  would  deleat/ 
the  possibility  of  making  peace  .' 

"  In  that  case  the  war  would  not  end  in  peace,  but  in  con- 
quest; not  in  negotiation,  but  in  subjugation  ;  and  defeat,  I 
r;'p:.'at,  the  very  object  you  aim  to  accomplish,  and  accojn- 
plish  that  which  you  disavow  to  be  your  intention,  by  de- 
stroying the  separate  existence  of  Mexico,  overthrowing  her 
nationality,  and  blotting  out  her  name  from  the  list  of  na- 
tions, instead  of  leaving  hei  a  free  Republic,  which  the 
President  has  so  earnestly  expressed  his  desire  to  do. 

"  The  President  is  right.  If  the  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  war  should  be  successful,  and  the  contingency  on  which 
he  expects  to  make  a  treaty  fails,  there  will  be  no  retreat. 
Every  argument  against  callijjg  back  the  army  and  taking  a 
defensive  line  will  have  double  force,  alter  having  spent 
sixty  millions  of  dollars,  and  acquired  the  possession  of  the 
whole  of  Mexico,  and  the  interests  in  favor  of  keeping  pos- 
session' would  be  much  more  powerful  then  than  now. 
The  army  itself  will  be  larger ;  those  who  live  by  the  war,  the 
numerous  contractors,  the  merchants,  the  sutlers,  the  specu- 
lators in  land  and  niines,  and  all  who  are  profiting  directly 
or  indirectly  by  its  prosecution,  will  be  adverse  to  retiring, 
and  will  swell  the  cry  of  holding  on  to  our  conquests.  They 
constitute  an  immense  body  of  vast  influence,  who  are  grow- 
ing ricVi  by  what  is  impoverishing  the  rest  of  the  country. 

"  That  it  would  be  contrary  to  the  genius  and  character  of 
our  Government,  and  subversive  of  our  free  popular  institu- 
tions, to  hold  iMexico  as  a  subject  province,  is  a  proposition 
too  clear  for  argument  before  a  body  so  enlightened  as  the 
Senate.  ****** 

"  Let  it  not  be  said  that  Great  Britain  is  an  example  to  the 
contrary  ;  that  she  holds  provinces  of  vast  extent  and  popu- 
lation, without  materially  impairing  the  liberty  of  the  sub- 
ject, or  of  exposing  the  Goverimient  to  violence,  anarchy, 
confusion,  or  corruption.  It  is  so.  But  it  must  be  attributed 
to  the  peculiar  character  of  her  Government.  Of  all  gov- 
ernments that  ever  existed,  of  a  free  character,  the'British 
far  transcends  tlu^m  all  in  one  particular,  and  that  is,  its  ca- 
J)acity  to  bear  patronage  without  the  evils  usually  incident  to 
it.  She  can  bear  more,  in  proportion  to  population  and 
wealth,  than  any  government  of  that  character  that  ever  ex- 
isK.'d.  1  might  even  go  further,  and  assert  than  despotism 
itselfin  its  most  absolute  form.  I  will  not  undertake  to  ex- 
plain why  it  is  so.  It  will  take  me  further  from  tlie  course 
which  I  have  prescribed  for  myself  than  I  desire  ;  but  1  will 
say,  in  a  few  words,  t"hat  it  results  from  the  fact  that  her 
Executive  and  the  House  of  Lords,  (the  ccniservative  branch- 
es of  her  Government,)  are  both  hereditary,  while  the  other 
House  of  I'arliament  has  a  [lopnlar  character.  'I'he  Roman 
tiovernment  exceeded  the  British  in  its  capacity  forconcpiest. 
No  government  ever  did  exist,  and  none  probably  ever  will. 


which,  in  that  particular,  equalled  it;  but  Us  capacity  to 
hold  conquered  provinces  in  subjection  was  as  nothing 
con]parcd  to  tliat  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  hence,  when  the 
Roman  power  passed  bejond  the  limits  of  Italy,  cro.-s(d  the 
Adriatic,  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Al|>s,  liberty  fell  pros- 
trate ;  the  Roman  people  became  a  rablile  ;  corruption  pen- 
etrated every  department  of  the  government;  violence  and 
anarchy  ruled  the  day,  and  military  despotism  closed  the 
scene.  Now,  on  the  contrary,  we  sec  England,  with  sub- 
ject provinces  of  vastly  greater  territorial  extent,  and  prob- 
ably of  not  inferior  population,  (I  have  not  compared  them  ;) 
we  see  her,  I  repeat,  going  on  without  the  personal  liberty 
of  the  subject  being  materially  impaired,  or  the  government 
subject  to  violence  or  anarchy  !" 

Now,  I  shall  not  here  stop  to  discuss  the  mean- 
ing of  the  term  province.  It  is  obvious  that  the 
Senator's  view  of  the  matter  is,  that  the  extension 
of  territorial  dominion  by  Rome  had  the  eflect  of 
prostrating  her  liberties.  I  confess  1  never  met 
with  this  opinion  before.  It  is  certainly  not  in 
Gibbon,  or  Niebuhr,  nor  do  I  think  it  can  be  found 
in  the  pages  of  any  other  philosophic  historian 
who  has  written  of  that  wonderful  people.  On  the 
contrary,  the  freedom  of  Rome  commenced  with 
territorial  conquests,  grew  and  strengthened  con- 
tinually with  further  conquests,  and  never  became 
very  seriously  impaired,  until  the  god  Terminus 
began  to  think  of  receding.  "But  though  Termi- 
nus," says  Gibbon,  "  had  resisted  the  majesty  of 
Jupiter,  he  submitted  to  the  authority  of  the  em- 
peror Hadrian."  The  first  emperor  of  Rome  for 
the  first  time  announced  the  no-territory  policy  to 
Roman  ears  ;  and  accordingly,  the  same  illustrious 
historian  just  quoted,  says  "the  principal  con- 
'  quests  of  the  Romans  were  achieved  under  the 
'  republic ;  and  the  emperors,  for  the  most  part, 
'  were  satisfied  with  preserving  those  dominions 
'which  had  been  acquired  by  the  policy  of  the 
'  Senate,  the  active  emulation  of  the  consuls,  and 
'  the  martial  enthusiasm  of  the  people.  The  seven 
'  first  centuries  were  filled  with  a  rapid  succession 
'  of  triumphs,  but  it  was  reserved  for  Augustus  to 
'  relinquish  the  ambitious  design  of  conquering  the 
'  whole  earth,  and  to  introduce  a  spirit  of  modera- 
'  tion  into  liis  councils." 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  was  pleased 
to  designate  a  period  in  Roman  history  as  the  com- 
mencement of  the  ruin  of  free  institutions  nearly 
four  hundred  years  anterior  to  the  age  of  the  An- 
tonines,  selected  by  Mr.  Gibbon  as  the  beginning  of 
the  decline  and  fall  of  Roman  power.  He  says: 
"As  soon  as  the  Roman  power  passed  from  Italy 
'  beyond  the  Adriatic  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
'  Alps  on  the  other,  and  the  Mediterranean,  their 
'liberty  fell  prostrate."  Well,  if  the  Senator  is 
correct  in  this  statement,  Roman  liberty  perished 
before  the  five  hundred  and  fiftieth  year  from  the 
building  of  the  city,  and  nearly  two  hundred  years 
before  the  reign  of  Augustus;  as  lllyricum,  be- 
yond the  Adriatic,  was  certainly  subdued  as  early 
as  the  year  five  hundred  and  fifteen,  ab  urbe  condita; 
S|)ain  was  conquered  by  Scipio  in  the  year  five 
hundred  and  forty-seven  of  the  same  era;  and  the 
Macedonian  kfngdom  Was  overthrown,  and  all 
Greece  delivered  from  the  tyranny  of  Nabis  about 
ten  years  later.  To  recognize  Roman  liberty  as 
having  been  prostrated  thus  early,  would  be  to 
take  away  from  the  honor  of  free  institutions  more 
than  I  am  willing  to  do,  and  would  inevitably  cast 
a  multitude  of  great  names,  heretofore  associated 
with  the  career  of  Roman  liberty,  into  a  dim  and 
dusky  eclipse,  which  would  be  seriously  dispirit- 
ing to  the  cliarnpions  of  freedom  throughout  the 
world. 

The  truth  is,  sir,  that  there  never  was  a  year 
when  Rome  was  free  that  she  was  not  advancing 
rapidly  along  the  pathways  of  territorial  conquest. 
Let  me  cursorily  mention  a  few  names  of  conquered 
and  annexed  peoples,  who  had  fallen  before  the 
Roman  power  anterior  to  the  period  of  prostration 
specified  by  the  Senator  Irom  South  Carolina; 
commencing  with  the  Albans,  we  have,  then,  the 
Latines,  the  Sabines,  the  Fidenatians,  the  Falisci- 
ans,  the  Venetians,  the  Prenestines,  the  Campani- 
ans,  the  Samnites,  the  Hernicians,  the  Tiburtians, 
the  Privernians,  the  Apuliuns,  the  Etruscans,  the 
Umbrians,  the  Marcians,  the  Pelignians,  the 
Equans,  the  Volsinians,  the  Lucanians,  the  Ta- 
rentines,  the  Bruttians,  tlie  Sallentines,  the  States 
of  Sicily,  Carthage,  Spain,  Sardinia,  Corsica,  the 
Ligurians,  &c.,' &c.,  &c.  How  wonderful  it  must 
seem  to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  that 
Roman  liberty  was  not  prostrated  much  earlier, 
even  than  the  date  of  its  extinction  wliich  he  has 
specified ! 

But  I  will  not  pursue  this  topic  further;  and,  in- 
deed, should  not  have  discussed  it  at  all,  but  for 


the  apprehension  which  I  felt,  that  the  powerful 
argument  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  on  this  point,  being  wholly  unanswered, 
might  have  an  effect  upon  the  public  mind  more  or 
less  detrimental  in  its  character. 

If  the  Senator  had  ascribed  the  prostration  of 
Roman  liberty  to  her  badly-balanced  frame  of  gov- 
ernment, into  which  "  the  most  incongruous  and 
antagonizing  elements  had  found  entrance,  and 
maintained  unceasing  discord;"  to  her  defective 
system  of  jurisprudence,  which,  until  the  days  of 
Justinian,  was  confessedly  one  of  the  most  imper- 
fect ever  known;  to  her  want  of  the  representative 
and  confederative  principles  of  government;  to  her 
want  of  trial  by  jury,  and  her  want  of  the  means 
of  rapidly  communicating  intelligence  from  place 
to  place  of  her  extended  empire;  and  had  ended 
with  asserting  that  corruption,  the  means  of  per- 
petrating which,  had  been  supplied  to  some  extent 
by  a  system  of  robbery  and  confiscation  in  foreign 
and  remote  regions,  which  is  impossible  in  this 
country  under  our  Constitution,  had  aided  in  this 
sad  work,  I  should  have  concurred  with  him  most 
heartily.  But  to  give  all  these  considerations  the 
go-by,  and  ascribe  the  downfall  of  Roman  freedom 
to  a  single  cause,  and  that  not  the  true  one,  stril<e3 
me  to  be  hardly  as  practical  as  to  settle  the  matter 
summarily,  by  repeating  the  language  of  poetry, 
and  saying,  with  Byron — 
"The  Goth,  the  Christian,  Time,  War,  Flood,  and  Fire, . 

Have  dealt  ujion  the  seven-hilled  City's  pride; 

She  saw  her  glories,  star  by  star,  expire, 

And  up  the  steep,  barbarian  monarchs  ride, 

Where  her  car  climed  the  Capitol." 

But  let  us  advance  a  little  further  in  examination 
of  the  honorable  Senator's  viewof  the  dangers  like- 
ly to  arise  to  our  institutions  from  the  incorpora- 
tion or  provincialization  of  Mexico;  one  of  which 
he  says  we  will  have  to  do  in  a  short  time,  if  we  do 
not  come  over  to  his  defensive  line  theory.  The 
complete  denationalization  of  Mexico,  he  says, 
will  bring  us  to  the  necessity  of  choice  between 
these  alternatives. 

Admitting  the  denationalization  of  Mexico  to  be 
at  hand,  th-en  I  contend,  that  without  falling  back 
to  a  defensive  line,  and  without  establishing  a 
provincial  government,  or  the  incorporation  of  her 
people,  in  their  present  condition  at  least,  measures  ' 
could  yet  be  taken,  without  varying  at  all  from 
the  policy  necessary  to  be  pursued  in  order  to 
ensure  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  and,  in- 
deed, in  pursuance  of  the  military  occupation  poli- 
cy now  promulged  by  General  Scott,  that  would 
inevitably  lead  to  the  gradual  civilization  and 
Americanization  of  Mexico,  and,  possibly,  her 
eventual  annexation  to  the  Confederacy,  when 
qualified  for  this  honor.  I  am  proposing  nothing 
for  piesent  adoption;  it  would  be  presumptious 
in  me  to  do  so.  The  views  which  I  am  about  to 
express  are  my  own,  and  may  be,  for  aught  I 
know,  in  their  entirety,  confined  to  myself;  nor 
is  any  other  person,  official  or  unofficial,  at  all 
responsible  therefor.  Though  I  am  happy  to  be- 
lieve, that  they  will  be  generally  concurred  in  by 
those  whom  I  represent  here,  and  in  the  main, 
judging  from  their  published  views,  by  two  dis- 
tinguished citizens  of  my  own  State,  whose  liigh 
reputation  for  abilities,  for  moral  worth,  and  pro- 
found acquaintance  with  this  particular  subject, 
will  secure,  for  any  opinions  which  they  may  be 
known  to  approve,  the  utmost  respect  from  their 
countrymen.  I  allude  to  the  late  Governor  of 
Mexico,  General  Cluitman,and  another  personage, 
whose  name,  for  certain  delicate  public  reasons, 
I  may  not  mention  here,  but  who  was  once  my 
]iredecessor  on  this  floor,  and  has  since  associated 
himself  in  deathless  connection  with  the  great 
princijjles  of  free  trade,  and  who  may  well  be  re- 
cognized as  the  Cobden  and  Mansfield  combined, 
of  this  Western  World. 

Thus  premising,  I  proceed  to  declare,  that  if 
hereafter  driven,  by  stress  of  circumstances,  such 
as  have  been  anticipated  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  to  despair  altogether  of  the  efl^ectuation 
of  a  treaty  with  Mexico,  and  we  should  be  forced 
to  keep  possession  of  the  country,  in  spite  of  our 
willingness  to  surrender  it  to  ils  own  present  inhab- 
itants on  fair  and  honorable  terms,  wliy,  even  then, 
I  should  not  unite  with  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  in  the  sentiments  of  jtrofound  hopeless- 
ness, to  which  he  has  given  such  eloquent  expres- 
sion in  our  midst;  but  sliould  endeavor  to  educe  as 
much  good  as  practicable  from  what  niight  be  con- 
sidered by  many  as  only  unmixed  evil. 

And  upon  some  such  plan  as  I  will  proceed  now 
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to  sujrsrest,  I  should  hope  still  farther  to  provide 
for  the  happiness  and  j^lory  of  our  own  country, 
nnd  tlie  ultimaie  dill'usion  and  porpptuity  of  the 
great  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 
And, 

1.  After  such  a  temporary  occupancy  of  Mex- 
ico by  our  armies,  as  is  now  taking  place,  I  would 
gradually  prepare  the  country,  Slate  after  State  of 
it,  for  tiie  reestablishment  of  civil  government, 
taking  care,  in  due  season,  to  introduce  our  inval- 
uable territorial  system — that  noble  nursery  of 
Slate  sovereignties — and  to  intrust  the  inhabiiants 
of  each  territory,  as  soon  as  it  might  be  deemed 
entirely  safe  to  do  so,  with  the  indispensable  power 
of  self-government. 

2.  Whilst  a  temporary  military  occupation  of 
Mexico  might  be  deemed  necessary,  I  would  sta- 
tion dclachments  of  troops  at  three  prominent 
points  in  the  interior — Orizaba,  Mexico,  and  San 
LuisPotbsi — with  aviewof  giving  i)rotection  to  the 
three  commercial  points  of  Alvarado,  Vera  Cruz, 
and  Tampico;  thus  securing  the  mining  districts 
from  encroachment  from  any  quarter,  and  estab- 
lishing peace  and  perfect  social  order  throughout 
the  whole  extent  of  the  region  thus  occupied. 

3.  The  next  step  which  would  be  advisable 
would  be  the  introduction  of  our  system  of  import 
duties,  bringing  with  it  the  blessings  of  free  trade 
to  Mexico,  for  the  first  lime,  and  all  their  civiliz- 
ing and  Americanizing  influence.  By  this  means, 
the  commercial  monopoly  heretofore  enjoyed  by 
Great  Britain  would  cease  forever;  our  valuable 
agricultural  and  manufacturing  products  hereto- 
fore, to  agreat  extent,  prohibited,  would  find  ready 
entrance  into  the  country,  and  be  seen  to  float 
quietly  along  all  the  channels  of  domestic  trade;  the 
beneficial  effect  of  which,  in  a  moral  point  of  view, 
will  be  easily  inferred  by  those  who  have  given 
their  attention,  heretofore,  to  such  considerations, 
and  which  will  be  found  beautifully  and  power- 
fully illustrated  by  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
writers  of  the  present  day,  in  a  speech  delivered  in 
the  great  city  of  Manchester,  in  llie  month  of  No- 
vember last,  an  extract  from  which  I  beg  leave  to 
submit.  Mr.  Alison,  the  historian,  on  taking  the 
chair  at  the  Athenajum  soiree,  in  Free  Trade  Hall, 
on  the  occasion  referred  to,  after  a  few  introduc- 
tory remarks,  thus  expressed  him.self : 

[Here  Mr.  Foote  read  from  Mr.  Alison's  .speech 
a  considerable  extract,  and  continued  thus:J 

4-  Our  system  of  land  laws.  There  is  ascertained 
to  be  an  immense  body  of  valuable  public  land  in 
Mexico,  heretofora  unappropriated,  there  being, 
ns  I  am  assured,  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  millions 
of  acres  of  the  richest  lands  in  the  world  yet  un- 
occupied in  the  State  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  a  propor- 
tionate quantity  in  most  of  the  States  which  have 
not  yet  become  densely  peopled.  By  bestowing 
farms  of  moderate  extent  upon  actual  selllers,  the 
wiiolc  country  would  soon  become  occupied  by  a 
population  equal  to  any  under  the  sun,  in  all  that 
is  necessary  to  good  government  and  high  social 
advancement. 

5.  There  are  resources  in  Mexico  not  necessary 
to  be  particularly  specified,  which  might  be  con- 
veniently and  legitimately  applied,  after  paying  the 
present  national  debt,  to  general  educaiion  jjur- 
poses. 

6.  Religious  toleration,  heretofore  prohibited, 
would  now  prevail,  and  every  man  be  allowed  to 
wor.-ship  God  according  to  his  own  conscience. 

7.  Our  system  of  trial  by  jury  would  be  sure 
very  early  to  commend  itself  to  respect  and  adop- 
tion. 

8.  These  and  other  regulations  which  will  occur 
to  all  asiule  minds  at  once,  without  suggestion, 
cannot  but  work  wondrous  effects  in  the  next  five 
or  ten  years.  '  Eight  years  ago,  he  who  is  now 
speaking  used  the  following  language: 

"Surely  it  wiiulil  iiol  have  required  a  lar(»o  amount  of 
proplielic  ►opacity,  fifty  year.-i  ago,  to  have  prcdicierl,  ihat  if 
eviii  a  struijiile  should  occur  between  the  Aimlo-AiiHrican 
populatinn  of  North  AnuTica,  or  rattier  of  the  United  Stale,-', 
nnd  that  i  nervated  and  mongrel  raee,  wlio  have  l)e<  n  de- 
nciiled  in  the  precediiiK  chaplrrs  of  this  work,  precisely 
huch  re.-iuits  ,as  have  lakrn  place  in  Te.va.-<,  in  tlic  progress 
of  Ihr- war  rnrried  on  then-  lor  imli  pendcnei-  and  liiierty, 
would  bi;  Been  to  arise.  The  miiiil  of  one  who  would  nol  I 
have  anticipated  i<iieli  results,  could  not  liave  foimed  .■iny 
ncquainlaiiee  with  the  liriKlile.tt  pajjes  of  ancient  historic 
^ore•,  nor  have  read,  with  soul  on  fire,  of  the  imperishable 
clorieH  of  Marathon,  nnd  Plnuira,  and  Salamis.  Perhapi  as 
lillle  astuteness  is  necessary  rmw  to  foresee  that  thir  period 
is  not  far  remote,  when  Anslo-Ameriean  heroes,  and  slnles- 
nien,  and  moralistji— the  deseendanis  of  those  British  eolo- 
iiisis  of  whom  wi!  have  ju-il  been  rending,  whone  early  set- 
tlements only  dotted,  here  and  IhrTe,  lor  a  few  miles,  the 
bleak  and  barren  Atluntic  coast  of  North  America— will  be 


seen,  with  tlie  consent  of  good  men  and  true  of  all  nations, 
to  b  ;ar  'forward  and  alofi,"  ovei  the  land  and  over  the  sea,' 
that  very  biiuior  of  moral  regeneration  spoken  of  in  ihe  first 
pa'ie  of  this  work,  until  even  'amidst  the  murinurs  of  tlie 
Pacific  sea,'  and  over  the  beautiful  plains  and  valleys  of 
eastern  Mexico  a  voice  shall  hv.  heard  saying,  'There  is  no 
God  liul  llie  God  of  Inilh,  and  jmticn,  and  hi-otlier!;!  kind- 
neis;  and  hU  fuvorilcs  are  the  sprendcrs  of  l<noileli^e,  and 
the  heroic  yet  mtrdful  chasliicrs  of  wicked  men  and  na- 
tions." ' 

The  scenes  herein  described  have  been,  in  part 
at  least,  realized;  and  they  are  destined  to  be  still 
more  fully  realized,  if  we  shall  dare  to  do  ourdutjr, 
regardless  of  illiberal  cavils  and  factious  opposi- 
tion. 

In  answer  to  the  objections  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  it  has  become  necessary  to  take  a 
short  view  of  the  characler  of  the  population  at 
present  in  Mexico.  There  are  said  to  be  now 
about  seven  millions  of  people;  their  number  hav- 
ing rather  diminished  than  increased  in  the  last  ten 
years.  Of  these  about  four  millions  are,  as  they 
have  been  described  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  Indians — who,  though  genlle  in  their 
niiinners,  docile,  obedient,  orderly,  and  industrious 
in  their  habits,  are  yet  nothing  more  than  Indians 
ill  their  capacity  for  exercising  political  rights. 
They  live  together  in  towns  and  villages,  have 
property  in  cominon,  and  enforce  their  former 
tribal  usages,  except  so  far  as  they  may  be  re- 
strained by  special  law.  They  are  cultivators  of 
the  soil  exclusively,  and  constitute  no  part  of  the 
population  of  Mexico  subject  to  do  military  service. 
They  have  not  enjoyed  political  rights;  in  other 
words,  they  have  not  voted  at  elections  since 
1833.  Nor  are  they  desirous  of  being  allowed  to 
do  so.  Whatever  they  may  become  in  future, 
under  judicious  and  humane  regulations,  such  as 
we  have  applied  to  our  Chickasaw,  Choctaw,  and 
Cherokee  Indians,  remains  to  be  seen.  In  the 
present  state  of  things,  though,  no  man  of  sound 
practical  intellect,  I  suppose  would  think  of  in- 
trusting them  with  all  the  rights  of  American 
citizenship.  An  experiment  of  this  kind  formerly 
tried  in  Mexico  is  known  to  have  been  a  total 
failure. 

Three  millions  remain  to  be  disposed  of.  Of 
these  the  military  aristocracy,  the  twenty-two 
thousand  office-holders,  and  their  servile  depend- 
ants, constitute  perhaps  a  body  of  two  hundred 
thousand.  These,  with  a  portion  of  the  priest- 
hood, and  their  dependants  and  servitors,  are 
known  as  the  aristocratic  party. 

The  peons,  or  villeins  appendant,  as  they  may  be 
called,  are  a  mixed  race,  slaves  in  the  most  unfa- 
vorable sense  of  the  word,  and  transferable  with 
the  soil  which  they  till.  They  are  said  to  number 
about  seven  or  eight  hundred  thousand  souls,  and 
constitute  the  chief  resource  of  the  military  aris- 
tocracy for  recruiting  their  armies. 

'I'he  negroes  are  too  inconsiderable  in  point  of 
numbers  or  influence  to  be  entitled  to  any  serious 
regard  in  tliis  view  of  the  Mexican  people. 

'I'he  remainder,  in  number  more  than  two  mil- 
lions, are  the  puros  or  democrats  of  Mexico,  the 
friends  of  republican  institutions,  always  friendly 
to  our  people  and  government,  and  especially  so  in 
this  war,  as  is  provable  by  much  and  satisfactory 
evidence;  far  more  friendly  with  us  certainly  than 
to  their  cruel  oppressors,  the  military  lyranls. 
The  puros  are  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  country, 
the  most  intelligent,  virtuous,  and  orderly  people 
in  Mexico.  I'hey  recognize  us,  and  justly,  as 
their  deliverers,  and  are  full  of  apprehension  at  the 
prospect  of  our  surrendering  tiiem  again  to  the 
cruel  oppression  from  wiiich  they  stand  now  re- 
leased. 

As  the  retention  of  Mexico  by  the  United  States, 
should  we  be  forced  to  retain  it,  is  objected  to  by 
some  on  the  ground  of  the  enormous  exjjense 
likely  to  be  attendant  upon  our  doing  so,  I  will 
here  submit  a  few  facts  calculated  to  allay  all  fear 
on  this  point. 

1st.  It  is  estimated  by  our  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, in  iiis  annual  report,  that  the  domestic  com- 
merce between  the  States  of  this  Confederacy 
amounts  annually  to  the  sum  of  fji500, 000,01)0. 
Upon  the  basis  supplied  by  this  estimate,  when  a 
general  free-trade  intercourse  shall  have  been  once 
established  between  the  Stales  of  this  Union  and 
Mexico,  this  new  branch  of  domestic  trade  would 
amount  to  !f(,lG(),0()0,000.  Of  which,  if  we  suppose 
the  trade  to  Mexico  to  be  P3,000,()n(),  we  iiavc 
an  increase  of  more  than  ^3:i,OUO,000  comjileie. 
Under  the  control  of  British  councils,  and  by  the 
instrumentality  of  prohibitory  and  peculiar  dulies, 


many  of  our  most  valuable  staples — such  as  f^our, 
tobacco,  manufactures  of  cotton,  &c.,  have  been 
heretofore  excluded.  This  would  be  no  longer 
the  case  were  Mexico  part  of  the  Union. 

2d.  For  our  produceand  manufaclurcs,  we  should 
receive  from  Mexico — 1.  Their  great  staple  ex- 
ports, gold  and  silver.  2.  Their  other  mineral 
products,  derivable  from  mines  almost  wholly  un- 
touched, consisting  of  quicksilver,  copper,  and  tin. 
3.  Their  valuable  woods,  consisting  of  mahogany, 
&c.  4.  Cochineal,  logwood,  and  other  dye-siuifs. 
5.  Coffee,  cocoa,  and  wine,  of  a  flavor  equal  almost 
to  any  in  Europe.  6.  Hides.  7.  Tobacco,  equal 
to  the  best  Cuba  tobacco.  8.  Silk,  of  which  there 
is  a  considerable  quantity  manufactured  at  pres- 
ent; and,  under  the  fostering  protection  of  free 
institutions,  the  quantity  could  not  but  be  greatly 
enhanced  in  a  short  period  of  time.  9.  Sugar,  to 
the  raising  of  which  the  greater  part  of  Mexico  is 
admirably  adapted  in  point  of  soil  and  climate; 
and  it  is  a  fact,  (not  a  little  remarkable  it  is,  too,) 
that  though  the  State  of  VeraCruz  possesses  native 
resources,  as  a  planting  region,  but  little  inferior  to 
the  island  of  Cuba  itself,  mitil  the  landing  of  our 
army  under  General  Scott,  there  was  no  loaf  sugar 
to  be  found  in  the  vicinage  of  the  city  of  Vera 
Cruz,  except  what  was  most  inconveniently  and 
expensively  brought  there  on  the  backs  of  mules, 
from  the  Pacific  slope,  a  distance  of  four  hundred 
miles. 

3d.  The  quicksilver  mines  of  Mexico  have  not 
been  regularly  worked;  but  enough  is  known  of 
them  to  authorize  the  opinion  that  they  are  irreatly 
the  most  valuable  which  have  ever  been  discovered. 
The  article  of  quicksilver,  in  consequence  of  its 
having  been,  to  a  great  extent,  monopolized  by 
the  Rothschilds,  has  lately  reached  a  price  in  mar- 
ket which  may  well  be  deemed  enorrnous.  The 
opening  of  the  mines  of  quicksilver  under  our 
supervision  and  direction  would  at  once  cheapen 
the  article  everywhere.  The  value  of  quicksilver 
as  an  amalgam,  so  indispensable  as  such  in  mitiing 
operations,  is  too  well  known  to  justify  extended 
remark  on  this  head. 

4th.  I  feel  bound  to  add,  that  without  the  Isthmus 
of  Tehuanlepec,  which  can  never  be  fully  and 
availably  under  our  control,  except  as  an  incident 
to  the  annexation  of  Mexico  low  enough  down  to 
embrace  it,  we  can  hardly  calculate  upon  retaining 
the  permanent  possession  either  of  California  or 
Oregon.  The  difficulty  of  reaching  any  place  oa 
the  Pacific  coast  from  the  densely-settled  portions 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  immense  consump- 
tion of  time  now  unavoidable  in  performing  such 
a  journey,  seem  to  make  it  more  than  probable, 
as  one  sagacious  and  profound  statesman  of  New 
England  has  already  predicted  as  to  Oregon,  that 
at  no  distant  day,  if  no  canal  or  railway  across 
the  isthmus  shall  ever  be  effected,  an  independent 
State  or  Slates  will  be  likely  to  spring  up  on  the 
Pacific,  which  will  claim  and  hold  all  the  terri- 
tory rightfully  belonging  to  us  in  that  part  of  the 
world.  With  the  isthmus  and  a  canal  across  it; 
all  danger  on  this  score  would  be  effectually  obvi- 
ated. With  the  isthmus  and  a  convenient  com- 
mercial communication  between  the  two  great 
oceans,  this  Republic  will  at  once  become  the 
greatest  commercial  nation  in  the  world. 

5lh.  Lastly.  If  we  fall  back  to  a  defensive  line, 
the  military  aristocrats  will  reorganize  under  the 
protection  of  Great  Britain,  or  some  other  foreign 
Government,  and  then  we  shall  have  a  war  on  our 
hands  which  will  be  interminable.  The  fact  that 
Great  Britain  has  long  struggled  to  control  the  des- 
tinies of  Mexico — that  she  is  known  to  be  quite 
jealous  of  our  present  prospects  in  that  country — 
that  Lord  Palmerston  has  recently,  in  Parliament, 
thrown  out  very  distinct  intimations  of  a  disposi- 
tion to  seize  upon  the  whole  of  Mexico,  as  indem- 
nity for  certain  debts  due  to  British  subjects — 
together  with  the  striking  fact  that  the  British 
Government  is  known  to  be  already  in  possession 
of  the  pass  of  Nicaragua,  should  sol:  mnly  admon- 
ish us  not  to  withdraw  our  troops  and  evacuate  the 
country  too  lightly,  nor,  in  the  emphatic  language 
of  the  day,  without  having  obtained  complele  in- 
demnity for  the  past,  and  entire  security  for  the 
future;  by  which  I  understand  full  indemnity  in 
money  or  territory,  and  f'ull  security  for  ourselves 
and  our  posterity.  I  am  satisfied,  sir,  for  the  pres- 
ent, with  having  presented  this  hypothetical  view 
of  the  compensating  advantages  likely  to  arise 
from  the  aniiexuiion  of  Mexico,  in  case  the  obsti- 
nacy of  that  nation,  encouraged   as  she  has  been 
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from  this  country  to  continue  tlie  struggle  of  arms, 
should  fintilly  constrain  us  to  take  possession  of 
all  the  country,  and  hold  it  forever. 

Mr.  FooTE  having  concluded  his  remarks — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLARKE, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  Januarij  21,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  JAMIESON  rose,  as  soon  as  the  Journal 
had  been  read,  and  desired  permission  to  make  a 
personal  explanation.  There  being  no  objection, 
he  proceeded  to  say  that  there  were  some  errors 
iathe  report  of  his  remarks,  made  on  Wednesday 
last,  as  published  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of 
yesterday  morning,  which  he  desired  to  correct. 
The  reports  in  the  Intelligencer  were  generally 
very  correct,  and,  in  the  main,  the  report  of  his 
own  remarks  was  correct,  except  in  a  few  partic- 
ulars. In  the  first  place,  the  name  of  "Adams" 
was  used  in  the  first  and  eighth  lines  of  the  sixth 
paragraph,  first  column,  instead  of  "  Madison." 
In  the  ninth  paragraph  were  these  words:  "  We 
received  her  as  we  did  all  the  other  States,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  defined  limits,  they  being  the  only 
authority  that  can  control  that  matter,  but  subject 
to  the  action  of  the  treaty  power."  This  sentence 
alludes  to  Texas,  and  he  certainly  did  not  wish  to 
be  understood  as  saying  that  Congress  could  have 
no  hand  in  fixing  the  limits  of  a  State  when  she 
applies  to  be  admitted  into  this  Union.  But  when 
she  has  been  admitted,  Congress  has  no  further 
control  over  her  limits.  That  distinction  he  wished 
to  make.  Before  admission.  Congress  may  exer- 
cise its  influence  in  fixing  the  limits  of  a  State  about 
to  come  in;  but,  when  once  in,  Congress  has  no 
power  over  them. 

In  the  second  column,  the  name  of  "  Herrera" 
is  sometimes  used  for  "Paredes,"  which  might 
lead  to  some  confusion.  He  wished  to  be  under- 
stood to  say  that  Paredes  overturned  the  Govern- 
ment of  Herrera  for  having  cortsented  to  receive  a 
minister  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

In  another  part  of  the  speech,  the  word  "day" 
was  used  insteaci  of  the  word  "dead,"  in  the  sen- 
tence giving  a  translation  of  the  word  Jornada, 
which  has  been  defined  to  be  "the  journey  of  the 
dead."  When  he  wrote  out  his  speech  he  might 
make  some  other  changes  in  the  report,  of  which, 
however,  he  would  say  that  it  was  more  accurate- 
ly given  than  he  could  have  anticipated. 
PRIVATE  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  a 
resolution  terminating  debate  in  committee  on  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Brown,  widow  of  Jacob 
Brown. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  suggested 
an  amendment  to  the  resolution,  which  was  ruled 
out  of  order. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  STEPHENS  as  to 
the  re.solution  being  in  order  at  this  time,  and  ob- 
jecting to  its  reception. 

The  SPEAKER  ruled  the  resolution  out  of 
order. 

The  bill  of  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  Milledge 
Galphi  n,  executor  of  GeorgeGalph  in,  deceased, was 
taken  up,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Talbot 
and  others  was  taken  up,  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Roberts,  report- 
ed to  the  House  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Friday  last,  was  taken  up;  and,  after  some  re- 
marks by  Mr.  DANIEL.  Mr.  ROCKWELL  of 
Connecticut,  and  Mr.  THOMAS, 

Mr.  THOMAS  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of 
the  bill  allowing  interest. 

After  some  further  debate  by  Messrs.  ROCK- 
WELL of  Connecticut,  MULLIN,  DANIEL, 
POLLOCK,  and  SIMS, 

Mr.  DANIEL  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  with  instructions  "  to 
indicate  the  fund  out  of  which  the  claim  shall  be 
paid."     Agreed  to. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Phineas  Capeh,  legal 
administrator  of  John  Cox,  deceased,  of  Boston, 
wa.s  next  taken  up,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecti- 


cut, the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  private  bills,  (Mr.  Schenck  in  the 
chair.) 

The  bill  first  in  order  was  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mary  Brown,  widow  of  Jacob  Brown,  to  which 
amendments  were  pending  when  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  last  in  session. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  said  he  had  heretofore  of?ered 
an  amendment,  to  obviate  the  constant  struggle 
which  had  been  sustained  in  this  House  against 
the  principle  under  which  the  Government  had 
sought  to  pension  the  widows  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  Revolution.  There  was  a  principle  involved 
in  that  rule,  and  the  abandonment  of  the  rule  was 
the  abandonment  of  the  principle.  The  principle  i| 
was,  that  no  pension  should  be  allowed  to  any  j 
widow  who  did  not  live  in  the  time  of  the  Revolu-  Ij 
tion.  The  year  1794  was  therefore  fixed  as  the 
limitation;  so  that  no  marriage  since  that  year 
could  entitle  the  widow  to  a  pension.  It  was  con- 
sidered that  no  lady  would  be  likely  to  marry 
under  twelve  years  of  age;  and  therefore  every 
woman  married  previous  to  this  period  must  have 
lived  through  the  trying  times  of  the  Revolution. 
If  this  bill  pass,  therefore,  it  should  carry  on  its 
face  the  reason  for  extending  the  law  to  the  present 
case  in  the  terms  of  his  amendment — namely,  that 
she  was  born  before  the  close  of  the  Revolution, 
and  did  live  within  that  trying  period — thus  bring- 
ing within  the  equity  of  the  principle  the  existing 
law.  But  if  you  pass  the  bill  without  such  an 
amendment,  you  establish  a  precedent  allowing  a 
pension  to  the  widow  of  a  revolutionary  soldier 
who  was  not  married  till  the  year  1813;  and  if  the 
claim  be  allowed  without  qualification  in  one  in- 
stance, it  cannot  be  refused  in  any. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  was  in  favor  of 
reporting  the  whole  subject  back  to  the  House, 
without  further  action  in  committee,  and  proceeded 
to  speak  on  the  merits  of  the  case.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Bow- 
lin]  was  based,  not  on  the  fact  of  her  marriage, 
but  on  the  fact  that  she  was  born  and  lived  during 
the  period  of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  here  interposed  and  explained 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  STUART  resumed.  He  understood  the 
gentleman's  reasoning  in  favor  of  his  amendment, 
and  only  wished  to  show  its  fallacy.  If  Congress 
pensioned  widows  at  all,  it  was  done  on  account 
of  the  services  of  their  husbands.  It  was  of  no 
consequence  when  the  v/idow  was  born.  -The 
consideration  on  the  part  of  the  Government  was 
this:  because  your  husband  afl:brded  signal  service 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  we  will  aid  you  in 
sustaining  yourself.  That  was  tlie  consideration, 
and  not  because  of  her  birth  during  the  Revolutign, 
or  before  it,  was  she  entitled  to  a  pension,  but  be- 
cause her  husband  was  a  soldier.  In  this  was  the 
equity  of  the  case.  It  was  of  no  consequence  (he 
said)  whether  she  had  lived  through  the  revolu- 
tionary struggle,  or  whether,  from  necessity  or 
choice,  she  had  not  married  until  after  the  year 
1794.  He  was  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
not  because  he  was  opposed  to  its  principle,  for  he 
was  in  favor  of  that,  in  all  its  length  and  breadth. 
Under  the  present  law,  there  were  but  about  five 
thousand  pensioners;  and  it  would  not  increase  the 
list  much  if  we  were  to  pension  the  widow  of  every 
revolutionary  soldier.  If  we  were  even  to  double 
the  number,  it  would  not  cause  any  very  startling 
expenditure  of  money.  The  danger  was  not  in 
paying  these  soldiers  too  much,  or  doing  too  much 
for  their  widows.  He  could  not,  in  the  present 
case,  admit  the  claim  of  this  lady  on  the  score  of 
her  relationship  to  Major  Jacob  Brown;  for,  by 
the  time  of  the  end  of  the  present  war,  many  cases 
of  this  character  would  come  up;  and  he  doubted 
not,  if  they  could  be  all  looked  up  at  this  time, 
they  would  amount  to  as  many  as  two  thousand 
cases.  If  this  case  was  peculiar  on  this  score,  he 
must  confess  he  could  not  see  it.  He  could  easily 
perceive  why  it  should  add  to  the  reputation  of 
this  lady,  and  entitle  her  to  the  consideration  of 
the  country.  This  whole  case,  he  contended,  was 
only  one  among  a  thousand  reasons  why  a  general 
law  on  this  subject  should  be  passed.  But  it  had 
been  urged  that  to  pension  every  widow  of  revolu- 
tionary soldiers  would  cost  too  much.  Mr.  S.  dep- 
recated this  argument  in  strong  terms.  Let  it  be 
once  understood  tliat  they  would  not  take  care  of 
their  widows,  and  he  would  warn  the  House  that 
volunteers  would  no  more  come  intoj.he  service. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  S.  said  he  made  these  rcnaarks 


to  justify  himself  in  voting  against  the  resolution, 
whether  amended  or  not.  He  should  do  so,  as  he 
had  before  said,  with  the  hope  of  getting  up  a  gen- 
eral law  upon  this  subject;  and  if  it  were  not  for 
this  expectation,  he  would  vote  for  every  individ- 
ual claim  of  this  class  that  might  be  presented. 
He  moved  that  the  committee  lise  and  report  the 
whole  subject  to  the  House,  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  en  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions,  with  instructions  to  report  a 
general  bill. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  it  might  be  that  he  was 
not  so  keenly  alive  to  the  principles  of  justice  and 
sympathy  as  other  men.  He  did  not  believe  that 
this  House  had  the  right  to  dispose  of  money  be- 
longing to  the  people  by  conferring  it  on  any  ob- 
ject which,  in  their  opinion,  may  be  deserving  of 
the  national  sympathy  and  compassion.  The  pow- 
ers of  Congress  were  strictly  defined.  They  must 
act  on  the  principle  of  law,  and  not  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  sympathy  or  their  own  ideas  of  justice; 
because  that  which  would  excite  the  sympathy  of 
one  man  might  excite  the  ridicule  of  another,  and 
the  contrary.  He  would  go  as  far  as  any  to  sup- 
port the  widows  of  revolutionary  soldiers,  but 
must  protest  against  Congress  putting  its  hand  in 
the  public  purse  out  of  sympathy  merely.  Mr.  A. 
considered  that  the  various  reasons  given  by  gen- 
tlemen for  their  support  of  this  bill,  in  themselves 
furnished  argument  against  the  principle  involved 
in  this  special  legislation. 

After  further  debate  upon  the  merits  of  the  case 
by  Messrs.  D.  P.  KING,  DICKINSON,  JOHN- 
SON of  Arkansas,  and  ROCKWELL  of  Massa- 
chusetts— 

Mr.  BOYDON,  in  support  of  the  bill,  remarked 
that  he  was  at  first  a  little  surprised  at  the  obser- 
vations of  some  of  the  gentlemen  upon  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  and  particularly  those  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  had  taken  occasion 
to  read  us  a  lecture  upon  the  danger  of  trusting 
our  sympathies,  or  even  the  principles  of  justice, 
unless  we  had  rules  prescribed  to  us  by  which  we 
were  governed  in  administering  it.  The  gentleman 
had  taken  occasion  to  go  into  a  long  discussion  ot 
our  pension  laws,  and  seemed  to  be  greatly  alarmed 
at  the  idea  of  voting  a  small  pension  to  the  poor 
widow,  whose  only  prop  and  stay  in  her  declining 
years  had  fallen,  through  this  Mexican  war,  in 
fighting  the  battlesof  the  country.  From  the  great 
solicitude  of  the  gentleman  for  the  safely  of  the 
treasury,  he  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia would  manifest  this  degree  of  solicitude  when 
we  were  called  upon  (as  we  shortly  should  be)  to 
vote  fifty  thousand  more  men  and  some  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  to  carry  on  this  war  of  conquest  of 
Mexico.  For  his  (Mr.  B.'s)  part,  he  thought  that, 
both  as  a  matter  of  conscience  and  in  a  pecuniary 
point  of  view,  it  was  much  better  to  vote  a  few 
thousand  dollars  for  the  support  of  the  widows  and 
families  of  those  brave  men  who  had  already  fallen 
in  battle,  than  to  vote  fifty  thousand  men  and  fifty 
millions  of  money  to  conquer  the  sister  Republic 
of  Mexico,  and  to  make  thousands  more  widows 
and  orphans,  who  would  eventually  be  supported 
out  of  the  national  treasury.  Mr.  B.  was  about 
to  state  his  views  as  to  the  course  he  intended  to 
pursue  in  relation  to  the  families  of  those  who  had 
fallen  in  this  Mexican  war,  when — 

Mr.  ATKINSON,  (interposing,)  said,  that  when- 
ever the  time  should  come,  he  would  be  found 
ready  and  willing  to  support  the  defenders  of  our 
rights  and  liberties.  He  would  take  the  liberty  of 
calling  upon  Whigs  to  support  their  consistency 
by  refusing  men  and  means  to  carry  on  a  war 
which  they  had  denominated,  by  a  solemn  vote, 
unnecessary  and  unconstitutional;  which  damnable 
act  would  ever  follow  them  with  odium.  As  for 
himself,  he  voted  for  the  war, and  gloried  in  it.  All 
he  asked  of  gentlemen  was  for  them  to  stand  up 
and  refuse  now  to  vote  men  and  means  to  carry  on 
the  war,  and  they  would  be  damned  in  the  estima- 
tion of  the  people. 

Mr.  BOYDON  remarked  that  as  it  suited  the 
gentleman  to  put  questions,  he  would  propound 
one  to  the  gentleman.  Reminding  the  gentleman 
of  the  present  state  of  the  treasury,  he  desired  to 
know  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  whether  he 
would  come  up  to  the  point  directly  to  borrow 
money,  and  likewise  to  tevy  a  direct  tax  upon  the 
people  of  the  United  States  to  repay  this  borrowed 
money.  Or  did  he  intend  to  vote  for  treasuiy 
notes,  to  pay  the  hard  earnings  of  our  soldiers  in 
what  the  Democratic  party  have  been  in  the  habit 
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of  denominaling;  rag-money?  He  should  like  to 
hear  llie  gentlemiui  upon  ilipse  questions. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  replied:  I  will  tell  the  gentle- 
man, that  whatever  may  be  necessary  for  the  de- 
fence of  the'righi.s  and  honor  of  the  country,  1  am 
willing  to  lay  a  ta.v,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  on 
all  the  properly  in  the  United  Slates.  He  would 
tell  any  gentleman  that  he  would  do  anything  for 
the  preservation  of  the  honor  of  his  country. 
These  (said  Mr.  A.)  are  my  views.  All  that  as- 
tonishes ine  is,  that  men  will  declare  the  war  unjust, 
and  yet  vote  means  to  support  it. 

Mr.  BOYDON  resumed.  Oh  !  yes;  here  is  Dem- 
ocratic consistency  and  economy  for  you  !  When 
the  national  treasury  was  almost  exhausted,  when 
the  specie  was  llowms;  out  at  both  ends,  and  noth- 
ing to  supply  its  jilace  but  treasury  notes,  the  gen- 
tleman would  vote  any  nuinber  of  men  and  any 
amount  of  money  to  overrun  and  conquer  all 
Mexico.  Yes,  when  her  army  had  been  destroy- 
ed— nay,  totally  ainiihilated,  by  some  fifteen  thou- 
Batid  American  soldiers,  (and  a  braver  ajid  more 
gallant  body  of  men  never  entered  a  battle-field,) 
and  when  our  forces  since  the  annihilation  of  the 
Mexican  army  had  been  trebled,  and  when  Mex- 
ico lay  panting  at  our  feet,  bleeding  at  every  pore, 
he  would  still  vote  any  amount  of  men  and  money 
the  Executive  might  require,  and,  for  the  purpose 
of  concealing  the  true  object  of  those  men  and  this 
money,  called  it  voting  men  and  money  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  honor  and  liberty  of  the  country.  May 
God  deliver  us  from  such  a  defence  of  the  honor 
and  liberty  of  the  country!  Oh  yes;  and  the  gen- 
tleman has  constitutional  scruples;  he  can  find 
no  authority  in  the  Constitution  for  voting  a  pen- 
sion to  this  poor  widow.  Oh!  no;  no  authority  for 
voting  this  pension.  Talk  about  the  Constitution  ! 
Who  does  not  know  that  that  sacred  instrument 
has  long  Since  ceased  to  have  any  binding  influ- 
ence upon  the  present  Executive  ?  I  would  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (said  Mr.  B.)  in  what 
article,  v/liat  section,  or  what  clause  of  that  once 
sacred  instrument  he  finds  authority  to  dignify  the 
President  of  the  United  States  with  the  title  of  con- 
queror, and  to  authorize  him,  under  and  by  virtue 
of  that  high  title,  to  levy  any  amount  of  taxes  he 
pleases  upon  eight  millions  of  people,  and  to  ap- 
propriate them  to  such  purpo.ses  as  his  imperial 
majesty  may  see  fit.''  Talk  about  the  Constitution, 
and  the  defence  of  the  liberty  and  honor  of  the 
country,  after  sanctioning  such  high-handed  and 
tyrannical  measures! 

The  CHAIRMAN  here  remarked  that  the  de- 
bate had  wandered  away  from  Mary  Brown. 

[Cries  of  "Go  on;  go  on  !"] 

Mr.  BOYDON  proceeded  to  say  that  when  he 
rose  he  had  intended  to  submit  but  one  or  two  ob- 
servations to  the  committe,  but  that  he  had  uncon- 
eciously  been  led  off  by  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia.  He  desired  to  say  that  he 
should  not  only  vote  for  this  pension  for  Mary 
Brown,  but  that  he  should  vote  to  pension  the 
widow  of  any  American  soldier  that  had  lallen  in 
this  war.  Could  any  man  stand  up  here  and  say 
that  the  Government  should  do  less  for  this  poor 
and  aged  woman  than  the  brave  and  gallant  Major 
Brown  had  done  for  his  stepmother?  But  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  remarked  that  it  was 
wrong  and  unsafe  to  trust  our  sympathies  in  such 
a  case,  and,  moreover,  that  the  case  should  not  be 
decided  upon  the  principles  of  justice. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  here  again  interposed,  and 
remarked  :  Ijcaiuse  wc  could  never  come  to  any 
conclusion  upon  that  principle. 

Mr.  F30YD0N.  There  may  be  men  who  can- 
not safely  trust  their  sympathies;  but,  for  his  part, 
he  had  always  relied  upon  his,  and  thought  they 
could  he  tru.>-'ted,  especially  when  they  led  to  char- 
itable and  benevolent  deeds.  The  gentleman  said 
he  was  willing  to  tax  his  constituents  to  defend  the 
liberties  of  the  country.  But  that  was  not  an  an- 
swer to  the  question  he  had  asked  him.  Why 
does  the  gentleman  answer  in  this  evu.sivc  way  ? 
He  would  repeat  the  question.  Would  the  gentle- 
man vole  a  direct  tax  upon  his  constituents  for 
carrying  on  this  war  for  the  conquest  of  a  sister 
Republic  ? 

Mr.  ATKI.VSON  replied,  he  would  vote  any 
tax  which  might  be  necesaary  to  prosecute  the 
war  vigorously,  in  ordef  to  secure  an  honorable 
peace.  He  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  North 
Cartdiiia  if  he  would  do  that?  Let  liim  say  yes  or 
po  to  it. 

Mr,  BOYDON  said  he  had  no  difficulty  in  an- 


swering this  or  any  other  question  that  he  or  any 
other  gentleman  desired  to  propound  to  him.  He 
was  glad  of  the  opportunity  to  declare  that,  as  at 
present  advised,  he  would  not  vote  a  single  man 
nor  a  dollar  of  money  for  the  jiurpose  of  carrying 
on  this  war  for  the  conquest  of  Mexico.  He  would 
vote  to  supply  the  men  now  in  Mexico;  he  would 
pension  their  widows  if  they  fell;  he  would  go  still 
further — he  was  willing,  if  thought  necessary,  to 
vote  the  most  liberal  provision  for  the  families  of 
all  who  fell  or  died  in  the  service. 

Mr.  McLANE  desired  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  to  inform  him  whether  he  would  vote 
means  to  reinforce  and  make  safe  the  army  now 
in  Mexico  or  the  navy  of!' its  coast? 

Mr.  BOYDON.  Does  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land expect  to  humbug  this  House  or  the  country 
with  the  idea  that  our  army  is  or  can  be  in  any 
danger  in  Mexico,  or  our  navy  off  its  coast  are  in 
any  danger?  Sir,  when  Mexico  had  an  army  of 
forty  or  fifty  thousand,  did  we  not  whip  them  and 
annihilate  their  large  army  with  a  mere  handful  of 
our  brave  soldiers  ? 

Mr.  McLANE  said  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  had  kindly  volunteered  to  answer  any 
question,  or  he  should  not  take  the  liberty  to  in- 
terrogate him.  He  (Mr.  McL.)  desired  to  know 
if  he  did  not  think  the  army  a  forlorn  hope  when 
it  first  went  to  Mexico? 

Mr.  BOYDON.  No,  sir,  no;  I  never  had  any 
such  id.ea.  What,  sir!  Mexicans  whip  an  Amer- 
ican army?  No,  sir,  no.  I  never  dreamed  of  such 
a  thing.  I  always  relied  with  the  utmost  confi- 
dence upon  our  triumphing,  no  matter  how  great 
the  odds.  I  have  always  thought  the  more  Mexi- 
cans there  were  the  surer  they  were  to  take  to  their 
heels.  But  still,  if  our  army  was  supposed  really 
to  be  in  any  danger,  no  man  would  be  more  prompt 
than  myself  to  vote  all  that  might  be  necessary  to  | 
extricate  them  from  all  danger — to  render  them  ! 
perfectly  safe.  But,  sir,  as  to  voting  money,  I  sup- 
pose no  man  thinks  of  that  now;  nor  do  I  suppose 
that  the  Executive  or  any  of  his  friends  would  now 
think  of  such  a  thing.  What,  sir  !  Have  not  the 
orders  already  gone  forth,  and  are  not  our  men 
just  about  to  plunge  into  the  mines  of  Mexico? 
Money  indeed  !  Does  anybody  suppose  that  our 
men  cannot  shovel  out  just  as  much  gold  from 
those  Mexican  mines  as  their  hearts  can  desire? 
Sir  we  are  a  most  fortunate  people'.  Just  at  the 
moment  that  all  supposed  our  sub-tueasury  was 
about  to  suspend  specie  payments,  lo  and  behold  ! 
the  Mexican  mines  come  to  our  relief.  But  this  is 
not  all,  Mr.  Chairman.  That  splendid  financier 
now  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department,  within 
the  last  week,  in  looking  over  the  rubbish  in  the 
money-box,  has  discovered  near  seven  millions  in 
one  corner  which  had  been  entirely  overlooked. 

Mr.  ATKINSON.  If  our  men  were  so  secure 
in  Mexico,  and  if  they  could  command  so  much 
money  there,  he  could  not  see  why  the  people 
should  be  taxed  to  carry  on  the  war.  But  Mr.  A. 
objected  to  this  latitude  of  del)ate,  and  would  move 
that  the  committee  rise,  report  the  bill  to  the  House, 
and  recommend  that  it  be  rejected. 

Mr.  BOYDON.  I  am  soiry  to  have  been  mis- 
apprehended by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  He 
certainly  is  the  only  gentleman  in  th€  House  who 
could  misunderstand  my  remarks. 

Mr.  ATKINSON.  Certainly,  I  supposed  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  to  be  serious;  and, 
regarding  him  as  somewhat  of  a  leader  among  the 
Whigs,  and  supposing  him  lo  be  speaking  by  au- 
thority, I  had  no  idea  that  the  gentleman  could  jest 
on  sograveasul)jectas  the  pension  of  Mary  Brown. 

Mr.  BOYDON.  Just  one  word.  I  supposed  it 
would  be  taken  for  granted  by  those  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  that  I  spoke  in  jest;  but  as  I  un- 
derstood the  doctrine  of  the  Executive 

Mr.  ATKINSON.  Were  you  in  jest  when  you 
said  the  war  was  unjust? 

Mr.  BOYDON.  I  have  never  said  that  the  war 
was  just  or  unjust.  But  I  will  now  take  occasion 
to  say — as  I  ha|)pened  not  to  be  present  to  vote  on 
a  certain  resolution — that  I  believe  the  war  to  have 
been  unnecessarily  and  unconstitutionally  com- 
menced by  the  Executive,  without  any  warant 
therefor  whatever. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  progress, 
and  the  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


When  the  above  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mnry 
Brown,  widoiv  of  Jacob  Brown,  Was  under  dis- 
cusssion  in  committee,  on  Friday,  January  14 — 


Mr.  SIDNEY  LAWRENCE  said:  The  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  called  upon 
the  House  to  grant  relief  in  this  case  upon  two 
grounds — first,  on  the  ground  that  the  petitioner 
was  the  widow  of  a  revolutionary  soldier;  and, 
second,  on  the  ground  that  she  was  the  step-mother 
of  Major  Brown,  who  fell  defending  the  fort  which 
bears  iiis  name,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  upon  whom 
she  was  dependant  for  support.  What  I  desire  to 
say,  Mr.  Chairman,  is,  that  so  far  as  the  first 
branch  of  this  case  is  concerned,  it  belongs,  under 
the  rules  of  the  House,  to  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions.  That  committee  have  now 
that  matter  under  consideration,  and  at  a  proper 
time  will  present  their  views  to  the  House  by  re- 
port. I  shall  not  now  intimate  what  those  views 
will  be.  The  petitions  before  us  are  precisely 
of  this  character;  they  ask  for  pensions  in  cases 
where  the  marriage  took  place  at  a  later  period 
than  now  provided  by  law,  viz:  1794;  and  until 
that  committee  has  an  opportunity  of  discussing 
this  subject  among  themselves,  and  coming  to  some 
conclusion  thereon,  and  presenting  that  decision 
to  the  House  for  their  approval,  amendment,  or 
rejection,  I  hope  no  actioii  will  be  had  involving 
this  principle  by  which  the  committee  would  be 
forestalled. 

if  the  petitioner  is  in  fact  the  widow  of  a  revo- 
lutionary officer  or  soldier,  and  can  be  brought 
within  the  range  of  the  existing  system,  or  of  any 
extension  of  tlie  system  which  may  be  adopted,  I 
shall  most  heartily  rejoice;  I  should  be  glad  to  see 
the  bounty  of  the  Government  extended  to  every 
son  and  daughter  of  the  Revolution.  These  ven- 
erable relics  of  those  days  that  "  tried  men's  souls'' 
are  entitled  to  our  warmest  sympathies.  All  the 
noble  and  finer  feelings  of  our  nature  are  at  once 
enlisted  in  their  behalf,  and  we  are  ready,  at  the 
first  impulse,  to  grant  them  any  relief  they  may 
ask  or  require.  But  in  legislating  upon  these  sub- 
jects, we  must  not  allow  ourselves  to  be  carried 
away  by  our  sympathies.  We  must  be  governed 
and  controlled  by  general  principles;  and  our  laws 
should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  of  a  general  char- 
acter.    In  this  way  equal  justice  is  done  to  all. 

Would  any  gentleman  on  this  floor  advocate  the 
passage  of  this  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs. 
Brown,  as  the  widow  of  a  revolutionary  officer, 
who  was  married  to  her  thirteen  years  subsequent 
to  the  limitation  now  fixed  for  similar  cases,  and 
not  be  willing  to  extend  the  same  relief  to  all  sim- 
ilar case.s,  coming  down  to  this  new  limitation,  of 
soldiers  as  well  as  officers?  I  trust  this  case  is  not 
to  be  advocated  and  carried  through  beAuse  she 
was  the  widow  of  an  officer.  No,  sir;  let  officers 
and  soldiers  stand  upon  the  same  ground,  and 
share  alike  in  our  sympathies  and  our  bounty.  If 
this  bill  should  pass,  I  should  regard  it  as  an  ex- 
pression in  favor  of  extending  the  limitation  down 
at  least  to  the  period  of  the  marriage  in  this 
case.  If  this  is  the  disposition  and  wish  of  the 
House,  let  it  be  done  by  a  general  law,  so  as  to 
bring  in  all  intervening  cases,  thousands  of  which 
are  quite  as  meritorious  as  this.  Had  this  case 
stood  alone  on  its  merits  as  a  revolutionary  case, 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  would  proba- 
bly have  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  consider- 
ation, as  it  would  not  have  been  properly  within 
the  purview  of  their  duties.  As  it  was  connected 
with  the  present  war  with  Mexico,  the  committee 
supposed  they  had  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  al- 
though that  part  of  tlie  case  had  been  referred  lo 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  This  confu- 
sion and  collision  among  the  committees  I  have 
anticipated. 

It  grows  out  of  the  manner  in  which  the  refer- 
ence is  made,  each  member  being  allowed  to  re- 
fer his  petitions  and  papers  under  the  rule  to  what 
committee  he  pleases.  The  consequence  is,  many 
cases  are  misdirected  in  the  reference.  I  sec  no 
way  to  avoid  this  difficulty  except  by  the  commit- 
tees themselves.  On  examining  the  papers  refer- 
red, they  can  tell  at  a  glance  whether  they  are  prop- 
erly referred;  and  if  improperly,  they  can  give 
them  a  [iroper  direction.  In  this  way,  with  a  little 
attention,  the  whole  difficulty  may  be  avoided.  If 
not,  we  shall  find,  as  in  this  instance,  the  same  sub- 
jects in  the  hands  of  two  committees,  and  may 
"irnve  conflicting  reports  involving  the  same  princi- 
ple. If  this  is  allowed,  interminable  difficulties 
will  grow  out  of  this  practice,  and  embarrass  not 
only  the  aclicni  of  the  ccunmiliees,  but  the  House. 
With  regard  to  the  second  branch  of  this  rase,  it 
will  be  recollected,  that  a  few  days  since,  the  Com- 
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mittee  on  Military  Affairs  were  discharged  from 
the  consideration  of  sundry  memorials,  numerously 
signed  by  officers  and  men  engaged  in  tiie  Mexican 
war.  praying  for  relief  for  the  families  of  those 
■whojjfell  in  that  service. 

T)iese  memorials  were  referred  on  the  motion  of 
the  honorable  and  venerable  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  J.  CI.  Adams,]  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions.  That  committee  have 
now  that  whole  subject  in  charge,  and  without  indi- 
cating what  the  result  of  their  deliberations  may  be, 
I  may,  perhaps,  be  permitted  to  say  that  they  will 
be  disposed  to  do  justice  to  the  subject.  It  is  a 
eubject  which  will  require  time  to  examine,  and  un- 
til such  examination  is  made,  I  trust  no  action  will 
be  had  calculated  to  embarrass  the  action  of  the 
committee.  Mr.  Chairman,  1  have  very  carefully 
refrained  from  saying  anything  upon  the  merits  of 
this  application  for  a  pension.  It  would  be  im- 
proper for  me  to  do  so,  as  I  should  commit  myself 
upon  these  two  important  subjects  now  before  the 
committee,  of  whi(^h  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  mem- 
ber; upon  the  first  of  which  I  am  now  preparing 
a  report  to  submit  to  the  committee,  and  if  they 
approve,  through  them  to  the  House. 

IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  January  21,  1848. 

The  Journal  having  been  read — 

Ordered,  That  when  the  Senate  adjourns,  it  ad- 
journ to  meet  on  Monday. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Repre.=!entatives,  communicating  the  death  of  the 
Hon.  J.  W.  HoRNBECK,  a  Representative  in  that 
body  from  Pennsylvania,  and  the  proceedings 
thereupon. 

Mr.  CAMERON  then  rose  and  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows  : 

It  is  my  duty,  Mr.  President,  to  detain  the 
Senate  for  a  moment  before  I  move  the  customary 
resolutions  which  here  mark  the  death  of  one  of 
our  number. 

John  W.  Hornbeck,  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
died  at  his  residence,  in  the  county  of  Lehigh,  a 
few  days  since. 

It  was  not  my  fortune  to  have  been  acquainted 
■with  him  ;  but  from  those  who  knew  him  well,  I 
learned  that  he  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey  ;  that 
he  graduated  at  Union  College,  in  New  York  ; 
and  that  he  settled,  about  sixteen  years  since,  at 
Allentown,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  studied  law, 
and  where  he  was,  till  the  time  of  his  death,  a  re- 
pected  and  successful  member  of  the  bar. 

He  was  a  man  of  learning  and  of  ability,  of 
quiet  and  unobtrusive  but  of  social  habits,  and  of  a 
disposition  so  kind  and  benevolent — so  willing  to 
serve  others  rather  than  himself,  that  he  won  the 
esteem  and  love  of  all  who  came  within  his  circle. 
Honorable,  high-minded,  and  generous,  he  com- 
manded the  respect  of  all,  and  died,  as  he  had 
lived,  without  an  enemy. 

His  election  was  a  tribute  to  his  private  vir- 
tues. Living  in  a  district  opposed  to  him  in  poli- 
tics, he  was  elected  by  a  decided  majority  over  a 
man  of  sterling  worth  and  high  character. 

At  the  meeting  of  Congress,  he  came  here  to 
fulfil  his  u-ust;  but  the  disease  which  had  marked 
him  for  its  victim  made  such  rapid  inroads  upon 
his  constitution,  that  he  was  compelled  to  leave  his 
seat  the  first  week  of  the  session.  He  returned  to 
his  home,  where  he  died  in  the  midst  of  his  family 
and  friends.  Those  whom  he  had  cherished  and 
protected  were  around  him  to  smooth  his  pillow 
jn  the  last  struggle  between  time  and  eternity;  and 
he  died,  as  the  good  man  only  can  die,  calmly 
relying  upon  the  mercy  of  the  Redeemer.  Whilst 
■we  mourn  his  early  death  we  should  rejoice  that  his 
life  was  so  pure  as  to  warrant  the  hope  that  he  has 
only  exchanged  mortality  for  a  happy  immortality. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  submit  the  following 
resolutions: 

Rcsokei,  That  tli(;  Senate  has  received  with  deep  sensi- 
bility the  message  I'roiii  the  House  of  Representatives  an- 
nour.ciiii;  the  death  of  the  Hon.  John  W.  Hornbeck,  a 
Representaiive  from  tiie  Stale  of  Pennsylvania. 

ResotvciJ,  That  the  members  of  the  Senate,  from  a  sincere 
desire  of  showini^  every  mark  of  respect  to  tlie  ujemory  of 
tlie  deceased,  will  wear  tlie  usual  badge  of  mourning  for 
thirty  days. 

Resolved,  Tliat  as  a  furtlier  testimony  of  respect  for  tjie 
memory  of  the  deceased,  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

The  resolutions  were  unanimously  agreed  to, 
And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  January  24,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  was  reatl  and  approved. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  introduced  to  the 
House  his  colleague,  Hon.  Albert  G.  Broavn, 
Representative  elect  from  the  fourth  congressional 
district  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  who  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat. 

CLERKS  IN  THE   PENSION  OFFICE. 

Mr.  COCKE  rose  and  inquired  if  it  was  in  order 
to  move  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion authorizing  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  to 
employ  an  additional  number  of  clerks  in  his 
office. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  require  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules  to  introduce  and  pass  the  res- 
olution. This  being  Monday,  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  was  in  order. 

Mr.  COCKE  would  move,  then,  a  suspension 
of  the  rules  for  that  purpose;  and  should  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  the  resolution  taken  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
he  would  move  an  amendment  to  strike  from  it 
that  feature  that  contairted  an  appropriation  of 
money. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  being  on  discharging  the 
committee,  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution — 

Mr.  COCKE  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking  out 
the  appropriation.  He  believed  (he  said)  that 
every  member  of  the  House  deemed  it  of  great 
importance  that  the  resolution  should  be  passed, 
and  passed  immediately.  He  therefore  moved  the 
previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  question,  if  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question  is  seconded,  will 
be  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee. 

Mr.  COBB  appealed  to  Mr.  Cocke  to  withdraw 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question.  Many  gen- 
tlemen, he  said,  had  voted  for  the  suspension  of 
the  rules  to  bring  the  gentleman's  resolution  before 
the  Flouse,  expecting,  as  was  no  doubt  known  to 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  to  move  an  amend- 
ment. He  trusted  the  gentleman  would  not  insist 
upon  the  previous  question,  and  endeavor  to  force 
this  resolution  through  without  affording  those 
friendly  to  it  an  opportunity  to  move  such  amend- 
ments as  they  thought  proper.  He  saw  no  neces- 
sity for  it,  now  that  the  House  had  indulged  the 
gentleman  by  discharging  the  committee,  and  he 
hoped  the  demand  would  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  COCKE,  in  response  to  the  appeal,  with- 
drew the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  COBB  said  his  object  in  asking  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  to  withdraw  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question  was  not  to  discuss  the  reso- 
lution, or  to  throw  any  obstacles  in  the  way  of  its 
passage;  but  he  believed  this  joint  resolution  pro- 
posed to  introduce  a  new  feature  into  the  legisla- 
tion of  Congress  upon  matters  of  this  kind,  which 
he  thought  this  House  ought  not  to  sanction.  He 
proposed  to  amend  this  bill  by  striking  out  the 
name  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  and  insert- 
ing in  lieu  thereof  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  with- 
out any  name  at  all,  (for  he  did  not  know  that  it 
would  be  necessary,  in  order  to  vest  in  the  usual 
power,  the  head  of  the  department,  the  authority 
to  make  these  appointments,)  that  they  may  be 
appointed  in  the  usual  manner.  Why,  he  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  that  there  was  no  necessity, 
and  there  was  an  evident  impropriety  in  giving  to 
the  heads  of  bureaus  the  appointment  of  their 
clerks,  when  they  held  the  heads  of  the  depart- 
ments responsible  for  the  conduct  of  the  bureaus, 
and  the  clerks  employed  therein. 

It  was  the  universal  custom,  it  was  the  law  of  the 
land,  that  all  these  appointments  should  be  made 
by  the  head  of  the  department.  The  present  offi- 
cers in  the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions 
were  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  The 
recommendation  of  the  Commissioner  had  its  prop- 
er influence,  but  the  head  of  the  department  was 
held  responsible  for  the  conduct  of  all  the  clerks 
employed  in  the  various  offices  in  the  department, 
and  he  should  have  the  power  of  appointing  such 
assistants  to  aid  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty 
as  he  saw  fit.  Why  take  from  him  the  power 
which  was  given  him  by  law,  and  which  it  had 


invariably  been  the  practice  for  him  to  exercise? 
He  saw  an  evident  impropriety  in  it,  and  he  trust- 
ed the  House  would,  without  any  hesitation  what- 
ever, strike  out  the  narne  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Pensions,  and  say  the  necessary  number  should  be 
employed.  He  was  anxious  to  vote  for  this  reso- 
■  lution,  but  he  could  not  in  its  present  shape. 

He  was  informed  that  this  whole  subject  had 
been  before  one  of  the  standing  committees,  having 
reference  to  additional  force  to  be  employed,  not 
only  in  the  Pension  Office,  but  in  other  offices  where 
they  were  required.  If  so,  the  whole  should  be 
provided  for  at  once.  But  he  rose  simply  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact,  that  this 
power  was  vested  in  the  head  of  the  department 
by  law,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  be 
removed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  said  that  it  seem- 
ed to  him  that  the  resolution  was  very  unlimited 
in  the  authority  which  was  proposed  by  it  to  be 
conferred  upon  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions. 
Now,  what  did  it  provide  for?  To  authorize  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions  to  create  an  additional 
number  of  officers  without  any  limit — to  give  him 
a  carte  blanche  to  create  any  number  of  officers  that 
he  might  think  proper  to  bring  into  his  office.  Pie 
thought  this  was  a  very  serious  objection  to  the 
resolution,  in  connection  with  the  objection  of  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia.  He  thought  it  was  an 
unheard-of  proposition.  There  was  no  precedent 
for  taking  the  appointing  power  from  the  head  of 
the  department  and  conferring  it  upon  some  head 
of  a  bureau — upon  some  subordinate.  It  was  a 
change — an  innovation  upon  the  system  that  had 
been  established  and  practised  upon  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  Government,  he  supposed.  He 
did  not  know  but  he  might  vote  for  the  resolution; 
but  he  was  not  prepared  to  sanction  the  conferring 
this  unlimited  power  of  appointment  in  any  case, 
nor  for  authorizing  a  subordinate  officer  to  do  what 
was  peculiarly  anc^  clearly  the  province  of  the  head 
of  the  department  to  do.  It  was  proposed  to  au- 
thorize the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  to  bring  into 
his  office  any  number  of  clerks  he  might  think 
proper.  He  would  say  here,  he  had  as  much  con- 
fidence in  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  as  in  any 
other  head  of  a  bureau.  He  did  as  much,  perhaps 
more,  work  than  any  other  head  of  a  bureau.  He 
believed  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  was  one  of 
the  hardest-working  men  attached  to  the  Govern- 
ment. Mr.  J.  said  this  for  him,  although  he 
might  differ  with  him  in  political  sentiments. 

But  there  were  some  other  things  to  which  the 
attention  of  this  House  and  the  country  should  be 
called.  Here  was  a  proposition  to  create  an  addi- 
tional number  of  officers.  There  was  no  proposi- 
tion to  increase  the  number  of  hours  they  were  to 
work.  Go  to  the  various  departments  of  this  Gov- 
ernment in  this  city,  and  among  the  whole  thou- 
sand officers — for  there  was  about  that  number 
belonging  to  the  various  departments  here — and 
how  many  hours'  work  did  they  do?  They  went 
to  the  office  at  nine  in  the  morning, 'and  if  you 
were  there  one  minute  after  three,  not  a  man  was 
to  be  found.  Six  out  of  twenty-four  hours  they 
worked;  and  here  was  a  proposition  to  increase 
this  number  of  office-holders,  who  worked  only 
six  hours  out  of  the  twenty-four.  Oh  !  what  a 
patriotic  army  you  would  have  if  this  resolution 
passed  !  There  would  be  an  immense  "  volunteer 
force,"  [a  laugh]  if  a  "  call"  of  this  kind  was  made. 
Suppose  there  were  only  five  hundred  clerks  in 
the  various  departments  in  this  city,  and  suppose 
that  their  labor  was  increased  two  hours  a  day — 
that  they  were  required  to  work  eight  hours  in- 
stead of  six  hours  a  day — why  it  would  make 
a  difterence  of  one  thousand  hours  saved  to  the 
Government.  If  this  one  thousand  hours  was 
divided  by  six,  (the  number  of  hours  now  worked 
by  each,)  it  would  be  equal  to  an  increase  of  166 
officers,  without  any  increase  of  expense  to  the 
Government.  Now,  was  eight  hours  a  day  too 
much  for  them  to  work  ?  Could  they  not  work 
eight  hours  out  of  twenty-four  ?  Here  was  a  pro- 
position to  increase  the  number  of  officers,  but  not 
of  the  hours  they  were  to  work.  Go  into  the 
countrvjintoourcities  and  villages, and  you  would 
find  young  men  who  go  into  the  store  and  sell 
goods  all  day,  and  at  night  retire  to  the  counting- 
room  and  journalize  and  ledgerize,  and  bring  up 
alt  their  accounts  for  the  next  morning,  and  do 
more  work  in  one  night  than  some  of  your  Gov- 
ernment clerks  did  in  a  whole  week.  Just  bring 
up  the  number  of  hours;  in  some  otUces  thjre  were 
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too  many  clerks;  deploy  them,  concentrate  your 
forces  u()'on  some  oihcr  point,  and  you  could  have 
tiie  Luismess  of  the  country  performed  without 
au^mentiiio;  (he  number  of  officers  that  were  con- 
etuTnly  increasing  and  preying  upon  the  vitals  of 
the  country. 

He  knew  in  tliis  particular  atmosphere  it  was  a 
little  dano;erous  lo  talk  about  office-holders.  Many 
of  thcin  had  nothing^  to  do  but  write  letters  to  pulf 
particular  individuals,  and  he  who  dare  raise  liis 
voice  against  this  interested  clique,  this  set  of 
political  vampires,  who  were  fi.Ked  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  who  cared  not  for  the  interests  of  the 
people,  he  knew  was  treadingon  dangerous  ground. 
They  wrote  letters  to  the  newspapers  in  various 
sections  of  the  country,  and  would  misiepresent 
and  vilify,  he  expected,  any  individual  who  dare 
e.K|)Ose  abuses  of  this  sort.  He  liad  almost  as 
soon  set  his  foot  into  a  nest  of  electric  eels;  he  liad 
as  soon  come  in  contact  with  the  bohan  upas,  as 
with  this  miserable  class  of  pensioners  upon  the 
public  treasury,  who,  instead  of  attending  to  the 
i)usiness  of  then- offices,  busied  themselves  in  this 
way.  But  he  would  speak,  let  the  consequences 
be  what  they  might.  Now  go  along  down  Penn- 
sylvania Aveime  of  an  evening,  and  who  do  you 
find  there?  Why  these  office-holders,  lounging 
about  the  hotels  and  p'aces  of  public  resort — some 
of  them  wiih  pencil  and  paper  in  hand  collecting 
and  noting  down  facts  for  a  letter.  A  most  en- 
lightened set  of  gentlemen  !  Go  to  the  pistol  gal- 
lery, where  a  man  was  marked  out  with  chalk  to 
be  lired  at,  and  iie  would  not  be  much  surprised  if 
you  found  office-holders  there;  go  to  the  billiard 
table,  and  he  would  not  be  much  surprised  if  they 
might  be  found  there;  go  to  the  faro  bank;  go  to 
the  ten-pin  alley;  and — he  would  not  pursue  this 
matter  too  far  or  enter  into  the  detads — but  he 
should  not  be  much  astonished  if  they  might  be 
found  at  all  these  places. 

He  was  for  having  this  work  performed.  He 
wanted  all  these  warrants  issued  to  those  entitled 
to  them.  But  in  attempting  to  accomplish  a  good 
lie  did  not  -want  to  effect  a  greater  evil.  Deploy 
your  forces;  commence  work  a  little  earlier  and 
continue  it  a  little  later;  and  only  tv/o  hours  addi- 
tional time  per  day  would  be  equal  to  one  hundred 
and  sixty-six  additional  clerks,  supposing  there  to 
be  only  five  hundred  now  employed. 

But  it  iTiight  be  said  to  him,  are  you  opposed  to 
giving  these  warrants  out  to  the  poor  volunteer, 
who  has  fought  the  battles  of  his  country?  No, 
sir.  He  wanted  him  to  have  his  warrant  at  the 
earliest  practicable  period,  to  enjoy  the  benefit,  and 
his  course  in  this  House  had  evinced  clearly,  con- 
clusively, that  he  was  as  much  the  friend  of  the 
volunteer  as  anybody  else.  But  he  was  not  in 
favor  of  increasing  the  number  of  officers  of  this 
Government.  It  was  time  to  stop.  When  they 
got  into  a  little  squeeze,  it  was  not,  work  a  little 
lonH:er,  commence  a  little  earlier  and  work  a  little 
later,  but  give  us  an  additional  number  of  men. 
Now,  it  did  seem  to  him  that  they  could  set  about 
it  and  so  arrange  this  thing,  if  all  were  so  dispos- 
ed, as  that  two  and  perhaps  three  times  the  labor 
might  be  performed  by  the  same  number  of  men, 
and  they  only  work  a  reasonable  number  of  hours; 

For  two  reasons  he  was  opposed  to  the  form  in 
which  the  resolution  now  stood;  in  the  first  in- 
stance, that  it  pioposed  to  change  the  appointing 
power;  andruext,  that  iigave  unlimited  discretion 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  as  to  the  number 
ofofficers  he  might  appoint, and  to  the  salaries  which 
they  were  to  receive.  "VVas  the  House  prepared 
for  a  resolution  of  that  sort?  Not  a  word  was  said 
about  increasing  the  number  of  hours  they  were 
to  work;  but  the  number  of  clerks  was  to  be  in- 
creased !  He  hoped,  before  the  question  was  taken 
on  the  adojjtion  of  the  resolution,  it  would  be  so 
amended  by  the  House  as  to  increase  the  number 
of  hours,  to  deploy  the  forces  em))loyed  in  the  va- 
rious bureaus,  so  as  to  render  them  most  effective, 
and,  if  new  appointmenl.s  were  indispensably  neccs- 
Hary,  that  it  would  not  be  left  without  some  limit, 
nntl  that  they  would  be  made  by  the  head  of  the 
dcpurimeni,  the  ])roper  officer.  In  this  form  it 
would  be  much  morr;  acceptable. 

Mr.  THOMPSOxV.of  Indiana,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  SPEAKER  announced,  if  the  demand  for 
the  previous  qut.ition  was  .su.slaiiud,  tin;  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Cobb] 
not  having  been  received,  the  question  pending 
would  be  first  on  the  nniehdment  of  the  {gentleman 


from  Tennessee,   [Mr.  Cocke,]  and  then  on  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  rose  and  appealed 
to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Thompsox] 
to  withdraw  the  demand  for  the  previous  question, 
until  he  could  have  that  portion  of  the  Constitution 
read  which  related  to  the  ajipointment  ofofficers. 

Mr.  THOxVlPSON  not  hearing  the  request,  and 
making  no  reply — 

Mr.  JONES  asked  then  for  the  reading  of  the 
clause  before  the  question  on  seconding  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question  was  taken.  It  was  read 
as  follows: 

■  "  Hi;  [tlin  PrPi^ideiit]  slialf  noininale,  and  liy  and  with  the 
advice  iind  consent  of  llie  Senate  sh-.ill  iipi)oint,  anibus^a- 
dors,  otIiKr  pulihc  niinisteis  and  consuls,  jnilijes  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  all  oilier  ollictis  of  the  United  Slates 
whOiie  appointments  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for, 
ami  vvhieli  shall  be  e^tahlished  bylaw;  but  the  Congress 
may  by  law  vest  the  appnintnit-nt  of  such  inferior  officers  as 
they  think  proper  in  the  President  alone,  in  the  eouits  01* 
law,  or  in  the  heads  of  departments." 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  not 
seconded;  the  vote  being  92  in  the  affirmative,  and 
92  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  JO>iES,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  understood 
the  question  was  on  striking  out  the  appropriation 
from  the  bill.  On  that  he  desired  to  say  a  few 
words.  But  first,  there  was  in  it  a  proposition 
which  he  thought  not  only  highly  objectionable, 
but  in  direct  conflict  with  tlie  Constitution,  which 
provides  that  "Congress  may  by  law  vest  the  ap- 
pointment of  such  inferior  officers  as  they  think 
proper  in  the  President  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law, 
or  in  the  heads  of  departments."  Now,  this  bill 
does  not  propose  to  vest  these  appointments  in  the 
President,  in  a  court  of  law,  or  in  the  head  of  any 
department,  but  in  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions. 
And  why  was  this  provision  inserted  in  this  bill? 
Why  was  such  a  precedent  to  be  set  by  this  Con- 
gress? If  he  was  correctly  informed,  there  was 
no  law  on  the  statute-book  authorizing  the  head 
of  a  bureau  to  exercise  the  appointing  power. 
How,  then,  was  this  bill  to  be  reconciled  with  the 
provision  of  the  Constitution  to  which  he  had 
called  the  attention  of  the  House?  It  could  only 
be  by  assuming  the  position  that  these  additional 
clerks  were  not  officers  of  the  Government.  Aiul 
were  they  not  officers  of  the  Government?  If  they 
were  not,  the  ground  might  be  assumed  with  equal 
success  that  all  other  clerks  in  the  departments 
were  not  officers  of  the  Government,  and  tlieir 
appointment  might  be  assuined  by  the  heads  of 
the  various  bureaus.  Did  the  fact  that  these  clerks 
were  to  be  appointed  temporarily  change  their 
character?  Were  not  clerks  employed -by  the  day 
as  much  clerks  as  those  appointed  for  the  year? 
He  took  it  that  temporary  clerks  were  officers 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  as  much 
so  as  if  they  were  appointed  permanently;  and  he 
hoped  the  House,  when  it  should  have  disposed 
of  the  amendment  now  pending,  would  sustain  a 
motion  to  strike  out  the  words  giving  the  appoint- 
ments to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  and  vest 
the  appointments  in  the  Secretary  of  War.  In 
making  such  appointments,  he  had  no  doubt  the 
Secretary  of  War  would  confer  with  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Pensions,  and  he  would  perhaps  appoint 
those  whom  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  should 
recommend.  He  supposed  there  would  be  no  op- 
position to  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  appropria- 
tion, inasmuch  as  it  would  relieve  the  House  from 
the  difficulty  which  that  provision  created,  for  its 
erasure  would  obviate  the  necessity  of  going  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  it.  He  hoped  the 
appropriation  would  be  stricken  out;  and  then,  if 
the  previous  question  were  not  sprung  upon  him, 
he  would  move  to  strike  out  "Commissioner  of 
Pensions,"  and  insert  "Secretary  of  War." 

Mr.  McKAY  concurred  with  the  views  express- 
ed by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones.] 
A  provision  to  vest  these  appointments  in  the  heads 
of  bureaus  was  certainly  m  conllict  with  the  Con- 
siitution.  The  general  rule  was,  that  appoint- 
ments were  made  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate;  but  the  Consti- 
tution iiuthorizcd  Congress  to  vest  the  appointment 
of  inferior  officers  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the 
heads  of  departments,  which  any  one  would  see, 
who  would  take  the  trouble  to  examine  this  resolu- 
tion, was  not  the  object  here  contemplated.  But 
he  had  another  reason  why  he  was  opposed  to  us 
adopiion.  This  subject  of  appointing  inferior  olli- 
cers  had  been  under  consideration  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  who  deemed  it  necessary 


to  provide  some  salutary  regulation  to  restrict  the 
appointing  power  and  guard  it  from  abuse.  The 
corps  of  clerks  was  numerous,  and  additions  were 
now  proposed  to  be  made  to  them — additions  that 
were  indefinite;  and  if  this  were  allowed  to  pass, 
there  would  be  no  end  to  the  appointments.  It 
was  time  there  should  beastop[)ut  to  this  system. 
Clerks  were  sometimes  appointed  that  were  wholly 
incompetent  to  discharge  the  duty  which  they  un- 
dertook. He  did  not  charge  this  on  the  present 
Administration  any  more  than  others  that  had 
preceded  it,  for  it  was  cliai-geable  on  both  Whigs 
and  Democrats.  What  the  country  wants  is,  that 
capable  men,  faithful  men,  and  men  who  will  do 
their  duty,  shall  be  placed  in  office;  and  to  correct 
existing  evils,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
have  directed  one  of  its  number  to  prepare  a  bill 
to  secure  efficiency  in  the  clerks  of  the  depart- 
ments. Why,  he  asked,  should  clerks  be  appoint- 
ed without  examination  or  any  test  of  their  quali- 
fications? He  thought  they  should  first  be  ap- 
pointed on  trial,  or  for  a  period  of  probation;  and, 
as  a  bill  would  soon  come  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  accomplish  the  object  which 
he  had  indicated,  he  hoped  this  bill  would  be  post- 
poned until  they  could  have  the  whole  subject 
before  them,  and  be  enabled  to  make  some  general 
regulation.  With  these  views,  he  would  move  the 
postponement  of  the  bill  to  this  day  week. 

Mr.  COCKE  was  a  little  surprised  to  see  the 
disposition  manifested  by  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  to  defeat  this  bill.  It  cer- 
tainly was  a  little  remarkable  that  a  proposition  to 
employ  some  twenty-five  clerks  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Pensions  should  occasion  such  a  flutter- 
ing amongst  those  gentlemen. 

The  SPEAKER  interposed,  and  reminded  the 
gentleman  that  the  pending  question  was  on  the 
motion  to  postpone  to  a  day  certain. 

Mr.  COCKE  said  he  should  not  now  attempt  to 
discuss  the  merits  of  this  bill;  but  ho  desired  to 
notice  one  fact  which  had  fallen  from  his  colleague 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  [Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Tennessee.]  He  alluded  to  the  piece  of  informa- 
tion furnished  to  the  House  by  his  colleague,  that 
the  office-holders  of  this  Government  spent  their 
lime  in  billiard  saloons,  ten-pin  alleys,  oyster 
houses,  groggerics,  and  places  of  filth  and  abomi- 
nation. He  had  not  been  aware  of  the  existence 
of  such  a  state  of  things.  He  was  not  a  frequenter 
of  such  places,  and  therefore  had  no  personal 
knowledge  on  the  subject ;  but  they  had  received 
the  information  from  his  colleague,  who  must  have 
visited  them,  he  presumed,  or  he  would  not  have 
acquired  that  information. 

The  SPEAKER  again  interposed,  and  remind- 
ed the  gentleman  that  the  pending  question  was  to 
postpone  to  a  day  certain. 

Mr.  COCK'E  resumed,  and,  in  answer  to  an  in- 
quiry from  Mr.  Kennon,  said  these  additional 
clerks  were  now  proposed  to  be  appointed  with  an 
implied  understanding  that  Congress  would  make 
provision  for  their  payment  of  the  usual  compen- 
sation of  three  dollars  per  diem.  He  desired,  if  it 
were  in  order,  to  reply  to  the  constitutional  argu- 
ment of  his  colleague,  and  also  to  the  remarks  of 
some  others,  that  these  officers  were  appointed  as 
rewards  for  political  partisanship;  but,  not  having 
an  opportunity  now  to  do  so,  he  simply  expressed 
the  hope  that  this  bill  would  not  be  postponed,  but 
that  it  would  be  passed  to-day;  and  therefore  he 
moved  the  previous  question. 

The  call  for  the  previous  question  was  not  sec- 
onded: the  vote  being  76  in  the  affirmative,  and  92 
in  the  negative,  as  taken  by  Messrs.  Brodhead 
and  Cocke,  the  tellers. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  to  Monday  next,  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

CLOSING  OF  DEBATE. 

Mr.  BOYD  submitted  a  resolution  to  close  de- 
bate in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  on  the  motion  to  refer  the  President's 
message  to  various  appropriate  committees  at  three 
o'clock  this  day,  unless  sooner  disposed  of. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
word  "resolved,"  and  to  insert  a  substitute,  pro- 
viding that  all  debate  thereon  should  close  at  two 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  on  Wednesday  next,  at  which  time 
the  committee  shall  proceed  to  vote  u|ionall  peiiding 
ameiidmeiiis  and  amendments  to  be  offered. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  lo,  and  the  resolu- 
tion as  amended  was  adopted. 
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REFERENCE  OF  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 
Mr.  VINTON  moved   that  the  House  resolve 
itscirinto  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union — but  withdrew  the  motion. 
Mr.  FIOWELL  COBB  renewed  it. 
And  the  question  being  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative — 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Joseph  R. 
Ingeksoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  chair,)  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  President's  mes- 
sage, and  of  the  resolutions  referring  tlie  same  to 
the  appropriate  commiltees. 

Mr.  BARROW,  of  Tennessee,  who  had  the 
floor  from  a  previous  day,  rose  and  addressed  the 
committee  in  nearly  the  following  terms  : 

If  we  look  into  the  history  of  the  Convention 
which  framed  the  Constitution,  we  find  that  two 
prominent  ideas  prevailed  among  some  of  the 
most  conspicuous  men  in  that  body.  The  one 
was,  that  the  executive  power  should  be  but  the 
refle?;:  of  the  legislative  power,  and  be  depend- 
ant on  it;  the  other  was  a  somewhat  dissimilar 
opinion,  that  the  legislative  power  would  swal- 
low up  the  executive.  Hardly,  however,  had 
.half  a  century  gone  round,  when  it  was  dis- 
covered that  the  simple  ideas  of  our  revolutionary 
fathers  were  quite  too  simple,  and  were  wholly 
unfounded  in  fact.  Some  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago, 
\ve  beheld  a  President  of  the  United  States  assum- 
ing almost  unlimited  power;  while  the  legislative 
body,  on  the  other  hand,  had  ceased,  in  effect,  to 
be  an  independent  body,  but  had  become  the  mere 
registrar  of  the  edicts  of  the  Executive.  Then  we 
were  constantly  hearing  of  new  assumptions  of 
power  by  the  Executive;  Presidential  vetoes  were 
become  matters  of  everyday  occurrence,  and  there 
was  not  power  in  the  Legislature  to  override  or 
resist  them.  This  House  saw  a  President  of  the 
United  States  very  coolly  pocket  a  bill  which  had 
been  submitted  for  his  consideration  and  approval. 
These  things  were  done  by  a  President  whose  pop- 
ularity was  unbounded — overwhelming;  a  Presi- 
dent whose  military  achievements  added  yet  fur- 
ther strength  to  the  might  of  an  indomitable  will. 
The  man  f  refer  to, as  everyone  must  be  sensible, 
is  Andrew  Jackson — a  man  for  whom,  though  I 
often  differed  from  him  in  sentiment,  I  ever  enter- 
tained a  very  great  respect,  and  who,  compared 
with  some  of  his  successors  at  this  day,  towered 
as  far  above  them  as  the  tallest  giant  rises  above  a 
pigmy. 

When  these  things  happened,  many  good  men, 
who  deeply  regretted  their  occurrence,  comforted 
themselves  with  the  belief  that  when  he  left  the 
Executive  ofiice,  it  would  relapse  again  to  the 
level  where  the  Constitution  had  placed  it,  and 
that  so  large  an  amount  of  power  would  never 
be  attempted  to  be  wielded  by  any  inferior  man. 
But  what  have  we  witnessed?  Hardly  twelve 
years  have  passed  before  we  find  a  power  actually 
exercised  of  which  Andrev/  Jackson  would  never 
have  dreamed,  but  from  the  use  of  which,  great  as 
he  was,  that  bold  man  wl^ild  have  shrunk  back; 
and  exercised,  too,  (and  its  exercise  gravely  de- 
fended in  this  House,)  by  a  man  who,  while 
occupying  the  chair  once  filled  by  Washington,  is 
inferior  to  any  but  one  who  ever  was  seated  there: 
and  in  saying  this,  I  mean  no  personal  disrespect 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  Can  his 
friends  and  advocates  on  this  floor  point  us  to  any 
great  achievements,  civic  or  military,  which  ought 
to  have  placed  him  in  that  seat?  Can  they,  will 
they,  attempt  to  deny  that  he  has  exercised  a  power 
which  Andrew  Jack.son  never  pretended  to  assume, 
and  never  would  have  attempted  to  use  in  all  the 
heij^ht  of  his  ascendency — I  mean  the  war  power? 

This  iieing  the  fact,  ought  not  the  fear  to  sink 
anew,  with  added  conviction,  on  the  mind  of  all, 
that,  as  the  Executive  power  can  thus  be  employed 
by  a  very  inferior  man,  it  ought  to  be  watched  with 
the  utmost  care?  and  should  we  not  all  recollect 
that  eternal,  unsleeping  jealousy  is  the  price  we 
must  pay  for  liberty  ?  There  seems  to  be  some- 
thing about  the  office  itself,  drawing  after  it,  as  it 
does,  so  vast  an  amount  of  patronage,  which  ren- 
ders it  almost  omnipotent  for  evil, 
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I  have  said  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  exercised  the  war  power — a  power  re- 
served under  the  Constitution  exclusively  to  the 
le^-islative  department  of  this  Government.  Had 
retime,  I  would  gladly  go  into  an  argument  to  prove 
this,  and  would  discuss  the  origin  of  the  present 
war.  But  I  have  not  time  for  this,  purposing,  as 
I  do,  to  touch  on  other  topics  to  which  I  think 
it  proper  to  allude.  I  will  say,  however,  that, 
anxious  as  I  have  been  to  hear  something  which 
might  shake,  if  it  were  but  for  an  instant,  the 
opinion  I  am  constrained  to  hold  upon  that  sub- 
ject, (and  I  have  been  sensible  that  it  could  not  be 
examined  with  too  much  attention,)  I  have  never 
felt  the  opinion  stagger  for  a  single  moment  that 
the  war  was  commenced  unconstitutionally  and 
unnecessarily  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

I  had  prepared,  on  the  first  day  of  the  present 
session,  a  resolution  which  I  intended  to  offer,  de- 
clai-iog  that  the  existing  war  with  Mexico  was 
unnecessary;  that  it  might  have  been  avoided;  and 
that,  in  bringing  it  on,  the  President  was  guilty  of 
usurping  a  power  not  conferred  on  him  by  the 
Constitution ;  but,  owing  to  some  cause — indolence, 
perhaps,  or  modesty,  or  something  else — I  never 
presented  it.  I  have,  however,  enjoyed  the  oppor- 
tunity of  voting  for  and  sanctioning  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  my  honorable  friend  from  Pvlassa- 
chusetts,  [Mr.  Ashmun,]  and  I  can  truly  say  that 
I  never  voted  for  anything  more  willingly  in  all 
my  life  than  I  did  for  that  amendment.  And  wliy  ? 
Our  opponents  taunt  us,  and  ask  why  we  do  not  im- 
peach tlie  President?  Why,  do  they  really  think 
us  to  be  fools  ?  Do  they  imagine  we  have  not  more 
common  sense  than  to  undertake  an  impossibility? 
For  why  should  we  even  hope  to  succeed  in  con- 
demning a  President  when  a  majority  of  his  triers 
were  to  consist  of  his  own  party  ?  I  hope  we  have 
more  sense  than  that.  But,  as  the  grand  inquest 
of  the  nation,  we  have  passed  upon  this  President 
a  rebuke  which  will  continue  to  blister  his  name 
so  long  as  he  lives  upon  this  earth,  and  which  will 
affix  a  stain  upon  his  remembrance  while  history 
endures.  And  let  it  stay  there.  I  stand  here  as 
the  chosen  representative  of  seventy  thousand  of 
the  free  people  of  Tennessee;  and,  whenever  a 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  attempt  to  de- 
prive me  of  the  exercise  of  that  power  which  the 
Constitution  has  conferred  on  me  as  their  repre- 
sentative, and  on  them  through  me,  I  will  resist 
him  to  the  last.  I  say  again,  let  it  stay  there.  I 
am  ready  to  vote  the  declaration  in  that  amend- 
ment to-morrow.  I  have  no  fear,  in  giving  such 
a  vote,  of  the  dissent  of  my  constituency.  They 
know  their  rights,  and  they  have,  before  this  day, 
stood  up  in  defence  of  them  against  the  man  they 
loved.  Still  less  do  I  fear  anything  from  the  power 
of  the  President.  I  want  the  declaration  contain- 
ed in  that  amendment  to  stay  there.  It  is  the  only 
way  in  which  we  can  reach  the  President.  Let  it 
stay  there  as  a  caution  to  him,  and  as  a  warning 
to  all  who  shall  come  after  him. 

And  now,  having  made  such  remarks  as  I  deem- 
ed to  be  called  for  on  that  subject,  I  will  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  for  a  few  minutes  to  a 
branch  of  the  Executive  message  which  has  not 
yet  been  noticed  here — I  mean  his  call  upon  Con- 
gress to  raise  an  additional  force,  both  of  regulars 
and  volunteers,  to  that  we  have  already  in  the  field. 
As  I  understand,  it  is  recommended  by  the  Presi- 
dent, by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  I  will  add,  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee  in  the 
Senate,  that  there  be  raised  ten  additional  regi- 
ments of  regulars,  and  also  twenty  regiments  of 
volunteers,  if  so  many  shall  be  thought  necessary. 
This  is  an  important  increase  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  and  is  a  measure  which  demands  at 
our  hands  the  utmost  deliberation. 

As  much  as  the  Whigs  in  the  last  Congress  were 
censured  for  voting  for  the  bill  which  recognized  the 
existence  of  the  war,  I  should  myself  have  acted  as 
they  did.  I  was  not  then  hero;  but  in  all  the  region 
where  I  was,  the  utmost  anxiety  was  felt  for  the 
extrication  of  our  brave  little  army.  I  would  have 
voted  for  the  bill  as  they  did,  and  should  not  have 
been  a.shamed  of  that  vote;  on  the  contrary,  I  could 


justify  such  a  vote  before  the  country  and  before 
my  God.  I  would  have  voted  the  bill  under  a  pro- 
test, notwithstanding  the  preamble  "which  was 
forced  upon  them  by  the  tyranny  of  a  relentless 
party  majority.  And  why?  For  the  reason  I 
have  already  given — because  the  whole  country 
was  in  painful  apprehension  for  the  safety  of  the 
gallant  Taylor  and  his  brave  little  armv.  They 
had  not  time  to  inquire;  they  rushed  almost  en 
masse  to  his  rescue.  I  was  in  favor  of  their  course. 
If  I  should  arrive  at  a  spot  where  I  found  my  father 
actually  engaged  in  conflict  with  another  man,  and 
blood  had  already  been  shed,  I  would  not  stop  to 
inquire  how  he  got  into  the  fight,  nor  to  weigh  nice 
questions  as  to  which  party  might  be  in  the  right 
— I  should  rescue  him  at  once  from  the  grip  of  his 
adversary,  and  would  have  examined  afterwards 
into  the  grounds  of  the  quarrel.  That  was  the 
feeling  which  actuated  me;  and  I  rejoiced  then, 
and  rejoice  now,  that  the  Whig  party  did  not  allow 
themselves  to  be  put  in  a  false  position  by  a  pre- 
amble v/hich  was  forced  on  them  with  that  design 
by  a  despotic  majority. 

But  that  was  a  very  different  case  from  that  now 
presented.  Then  we  were  fighting  with  a  nation 
whose  resources  had  not  been  exhausted,  and  who 
had  a  respectable  force  organized  for  action,  while 
our  own  force  was  small  and  comparatively  feeble. 
But  v.-here  and  what  is  she  now?  She  lies  bleed- 
ing and  prostrate  before  us;  her  seaports  are  all 
taken, 'her  forts  have  surrendered  to  ourai'ms,  and 
it  is  admitted  by  the  official  organ  of  the  Adminis- 
tration that  she  is  utterly  l)roken  down.  The  or- 
gan, remarking  on  the  speech  of  Mr.  Reverdy 
Johnson,  in  the  Senate,  has  this  passage: 

"  Docs  Mr.  Johnson's  historical  reading  afford  him  an  in- 
stance of  the  power  of  any  other  country,  so  extensive,  so 
intrenched,  and  so  distant  from  its  foe,  so  completely  brolcen 
in  pieces  by  war,  in  so  short  a  time  as  our  arms  have  talten 
utterly  to  break  down  the  power  of  Mexico." 

Here  is  an  admission  from  a  high  authority  that 
the  case  before  us  is  widely  different  from  that 
when  the  first  bill  of  supplies  was  passed.  Here 
they  own  that  Mexico  is  "  utterly  broken  down;" 
that  she  lies  powerless  at  our  feet.  Yet  it  is  in 
this  posture  of  things  that  the  President  asks  us  to 
increase  our  army  until  it  shall  amount  to  some 
seventy-five  or  one  hundred  thousand  men.  It  is 
certain,  from  all  the  best  informed  calculations, 
that  we  have  at  this  time  an  army  of  forty-five 
thousand  men;  when  the  regiments  shall  be  filled 
up  by  recruits  and  volunteers,  it  will  rise  to  sixty- 
five  thousand.  Take  off  fit'teen  thousand  for  the 
sick  and  those  otherwise  disposed  of,  and  still  we 
shall  liave  ati  eflective  force  of  fifty  thousand  men — 
perhaps  I  should  say  fifty  thousand  "  bayonets," 
as  that  is  the  fashionable  word.  With  this  force 
at  his  disposal,  the  President  comes  to  this  House, 
and  through  his  subordinates  recommends  us  to  in- 
crease thearmy  by  thirtj^  thousand  men  more.  Why 
is  it  that  he  asks  this  amount  of  force?  Does  he 
tell  us  boldly,  as  "Old  Hickory"  would  have  done, 
what  he  wants  with  these  men?  Does  he  say 
why  the  people,  through  their  representatives, 
must  grant  him  so  great  a  military  force  ?  No;  in 
reply  to  the  interrogatory  of  this  House,  he  wraps 
the  cloak  of  official  dignity  around  him,  and  tells 
us  that  we  are  attacking  the  Executive  prerogative. 
I  say,  for  one,  that  to  me  his  reply  is  wholly  un- 
satisfactory. 

There  is  in  this  matter  one  point  which  has  not, 
I  believe,  been  touched  upon,  but  which  he  will 
be  able  neither  to  overlook  nor  overleap.  If  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  were  in  executive  ses- 
sion, deliberating  on  the  ratification  of  a  treaty,  and 
if,  to  aid  their  deliberations,  they  were  in  need  of 
certain  other  information  in  possession  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, and  should  apply  to  the  President  to  com- 
municate it,  could  he  with  any  face  refuse  to  send 
it?  Now,  though  we  of  this  House  are  not  the 
treaty  power,  yet  we  arc  the  war  power ;  and 
having  sent  to  the  Executive  for  information  we 
deem  material  in  forming  our  judgiuent  on  a  grant 
of  additional  troops,  could  not  the  President  have 
given  us  that  information  under  the  seal  of  confi- 
dence ?  And  would  he  not  have  done  so  had 
there  not  been  something  behind  which  wdl  not 
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bear  the  light?  But  I  have  no  more  time  to  spare 
on  this  part  of  the  subject  at  present,  though  I  hold 
it  to  be  of  the  utmost  iaiporto-uce  to  tiie  liberties  of 
the  people  of  this  country.  It  strikes  me  as  singu- 
lar, that  while  the  President  admits  a  deficiency  of 
eight  thousand  regulars  and  twelve  thousand  vol- 
unteers to  till  up  tlie  regiments  already  in  the  field, 
he  siiould  still  ask  for  so  large  an  additional  num- 
ber of  ne\w  regiments.  It  seems  he  does  not  ex- 
pect these  recruits  to  be  raised.  For  myself,  I  am 
willing  to  give  a  liberal  bounty,  any  amount  that 
may  be  necessary,  to  raise  the  army  we  have  to 
that  number  which  General  Scott  himself  declares 
to  be  sufficient  to  overrun  all  Mexico.  [Here 
Mr.  B.  quoted  a  despatch  of  Major  General  Scott, 
in  which  he  says,  that  augmenting  the  army  to 
fifty  thousand  men  will  enable  it  to  occupy  all  the 
State  capitals,  to  drive  off  the  guerrillas,  to  get 
possession  of  all  the  revenues,  and  to  alarm  the 
Goverinnent  into  making  peace.]  Here  we  have 
the  highest  military  authority  declaring  that  an 
army  of  fifty  thousand  men  is  sufficient  for  the 
conquest  of  all  Mexico.  General  Scott  asks  no 
more;  and  I  have  shown,  that  without  the  increase 
now  asked  for,  we  shall  have  that  number  of  men 
in  the  field.  If  the  President's  design  is  the  sub- 
jugation and  annexation  of  all  Mexico;  if  he  wants 
these  new  regiments  to  absorb  Mexico,  to  "  swal- 
low" her,  (according  to  the  modern  beautiful 
figure,)  then  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  the  granting 
of  men  for  any  such  purpose.  I  am  ready  to  do 
anything  for  the  maintenance  of  the  country's 
honor,  to  secure  our  true  national  glory;  I  am 
willing  to  maintain  the  army  in  its  present  strength, 
in  the  expectation  that  thereby  we  may  obtain 
peace;  but  I  will  vote  only  for  volunteers — not  for 
regulars.  I  would  be  willing  to  vote  thirty  regi- 
ments instead  often;  but  they  must  be  volunteers, 
or  I  will  not  vote  for  them. 

Why  do  I  prefer  them?  For  many  reasons. 
They  are  more  easily  raised.  That  is  evidenced 
by  the  facts  fyrnished  in  the  last  two  years.  Every 
man  of  the  fifty  thousand  volunteers  authorized 
under  the  act  of  May,  18-16,  could  have  been  raised 
within  three  months  from  the  call.  They  could  be 
raised  now;  and  if  volunteers  were  necessary,  Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky,  and  the  other  States  of  the 
South  and  West,  and  of  the  North  and  East,  too, 
would  furnish  volunteers  in  one-third  the  time  they 
would  regulars.  It  is  also  evident  from  the  fact 
that  you  cannot  get  the  recruits  necessary  to  make 
up  the  number  of  regulars  authorized  by  law. 
Without  meaning  any  offence  to  the  regular  army, 
privates  or  oEicers,  for  whom  I  have  the  highest 
respect — and  as  an  evidence  of  the  fact,  1  will  men- 
tion that  years  ago,  when  it  was  not  so  fashionable 
as  it  is  now  to  praise  the  regular  officers,  when 
they  had  not  that  halo  of  glory  which  now  sur- 
rounds theni,  I  was  not  in  the  habit  of  joining  the 
outcry  against  West  Point  and  its  pupils  w'hich 
demagogues  often  raised  against  this  most  worthy 
set  of  nien— I  repeal,  that  I  prefer  volunteers  to 
regulars.  The  volunteers  have  higher  incentives 
to  action,  to  gallant  deeds,  to  patriotic  daring. 
They  come  generally  from  men  who  have  been 
better  educated,  from  men  who  possess  some  stake 
in  the  community,  and  who  rush  forward  to  battle 
with  a  thousand  incentives  not  offered  to  the  ref-u- 
lar  private.  In  the  first  place,  the  regular  private 
has  no  chance  for  promotion.  Cast^your  eye,  if 
you  plea.se,  over  the  number  of  regular  soldiers 
who  have  distinguished  themselves  in  the  recent 
battles  in  Mexico,  and  how  many  have  been  pro- 
moted ?  Not  more  than  twenty,  or  twenty-five,  or 
fifty  at  the  outside.  The  incentives  that  the  vol- 
unteer possesses  are  numerous  and  powerful 
Why  when  he  goes  into  battle,  he  fancies  not 
only  that  the  eye  of  his  immediate  commander  and 
fellow-soldiers,  not  only  the  eye  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  but  of  the  whole  world,  are 
upon  him,  and  he  knows  well  if  he  performs  any 
individual  act  of  gallantry  and  daring,  that  ihnc 
IS  no  point  so  high  he  may  not  reach  it;  and  when 
striking  lerror  into  the  hearts  of  the  enemy  by 
some  chivalrous  feat  which,  of  itself,  may  decide 
the  fortunes  of  the  battle,  visions  of  glory  rush 
upon  him  and  render  him  invincible— visions  not 
stopped  by  the  Legislature,  by  Congress,  or  the 
Cabinet,  but  bounded  alone  by  that  highest  civil 
station  in  the  world,  within  the  gift  of  the  people 
of  the  United  .Sta(e.s,  the  Presidential  chair  itself 
Here,  then,  are  incentives  that  make  the  v;)linitcpr 
force  invincible— that  generally  make  it  preferable 
to  the  regular  army  for  the  service  of  this  country 


There  are  a  hundred  other  reasons  which  I 
might  mention  why  I  prefer  the  volunteer  to  the. 
regular,  if  we  are  to  have  more  force.  I  have  not 
time  to  advert  to  them,  but  there  is  a  very  striking 
one  to  whicl\  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  this 
committee.  After  this  war  is  over,  the  volunteer 
returns  to  his  family.  He  has  no  further  am- 
bition— no  desire  to  keep  up  a  standing  army  that 
he  may  have  a  share  in  its  spoils.  His  object  is 
accomplished;  he  has  defended  his  country;  he 
has  added  to  the  renown  acquired  by  his  ances- 
tors, and  he  goes  back  to  receive  his  reward  in 
the  smiles  of  his  wife  and  the  congratulations  of 
his  friends  and  compatriots.  He  sinks  at  once 
from  military  into  civil  life.  What  is  the  case  in 
regard  to  regulars  ?  They  very  often  have  no 
other  means  of  support;  they  have  not  left  a  little 
farm  to  go  and  join  their  brethren  in  the  defence 
of  their  country;  and  it  becomes,  therefore,  almost 
a  necessity  of  existence,  that  they  should  use  all 
their  efforts  to  continue  thearniy  at  the  point  which 
it  has  reached  while  they  are  there.  Is  not  this  a 
danger  which  should  startle  us? — which  should 
make  all  tliose  who  are  hesitating  upon  this  sub- 
ject prefer  the  volunteer  to  the  regular  increase  of 
the  army?  I  could  talk  half  an  hour  about  the 
dangers  of  a  standing  army;  I  could  bring  to  your 
recollection  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  instances, 
especially  to  the  recollections  of  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  where  denunciations  of  a  scathing 
character  have  been  made  against  all  those  who 
are  in  favor  of  an  increase  of^  the  regular  army. 
But  I  have  not  the  time,  and  therefore  must  hasten 
on  to  other  topics. 

Sir,  another  reason  why  I  prefer  the  volunteer 
to  the  regular  increase  of  the  army,  asked  for  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  is,  that  I  have 
no  desire  to  increase  the  already  overshadowino- 
patronage  of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States. 
And  I  must  here  in  my  place  give  my  thanks  to 
my  colleague,  [Mr.  Johnson,]'  who  this  morning 
decried  the  increase  of  the  Executive  patronage, 
or  tlie  increase  of  officers  in  the  departments  of  the 
Government,  in  such  eloquent  terms.  He  deserves 
the  thanks  of  his  constituents,  and  as  certainly  the 
thanks  of  the  whole  country;  and  I  trust  when  a 
copy  of  his  remarks  appears  in  print,  he  will  send 
me  five  hundred,  and  I  will  distribute  them  all  over 
my  district;  for  we  have  heard  of  him  in  Tennes- 
see as  almost  the  giant  of  the  Democratic  party ; 
and  when  this  giant  steps  forward  and  says  the 
stream  of  Executive  patronage  is  becoming  too 
immense  to  be  any  further  swelled,  to  go  on  cor- 
rupting and  to  corrupt,  his  constituents  and  the 
people  of  the  \vlioIe  of  Tennessee  will  open  their 
eyes  and  say,  This  must  be  so,  coming  as  it  does 
from  a  man  who  has  been  so  good  aparty  man, 
(and  I  use  the  term  in  no  offensive  sense.) 

What  is  the  increase  contemplated  by  the  propo- 
sition of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  in  the  Senate  ?  It  amounts  to  an  in- 
crease of  patronage  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  of 
at  least  five  hundred  and  forty  officers  of  various 
descriptions,  from  a  major  general,  I  presume,  and 
brigadier  generals,  down  to  second  lieutenants. 
I  have  no  desire  to  lend  my  aid  in  increasing  the 
power  of  the  Executive  even  to  this  extent,  and 
especially  the  pov.'er  of  an  Executive  who  has  now 
more  patronage  within  his  gift  than  was  ever  al- 
lowed to  such  men  as  Washington,  Madison,  An- 
drew .Tackson,  or  any  other  of  his  predecessors. 

Well,  in  addition  to  these  general  reasons  for 
my  opposition  to  the  increase  of  the  army  by 
regulars,  I  have  some  personal  reasons — personal 
to  the  Executive,  not  disrespectfully  so,  but  per- 
sonal because  the  fads  out  of  which  they  grow 
have  characterized  his  action  in  similar  cases  here- 
tofore. Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  admit  that, 
in  the  present  state  of  parties  in  this  country,  it  is 
very  doubtful  whether  the  doctrine  heretofore 
avowed,  "to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils,"  will 
ever  be  destroyed  or  got  rid  of,  however  much 
many  honest  men  may  wish  it.  In  our  civil  con- 
tests, it  is  p.robable  that  success  will  be  crowned 
by  office  and  emolument;  and  many  distinguished 
and  able  men  there  arc  who  say  it  is  best  for  this 
Government  that  it  should  be  so.  But  this  is  ap- 
plicable to  our  civil  affairs:  in  our  military  affairs 
ihcre  ought  certainly  to  be  a  difference;  in  our 
militfiry  affairs  we  are  one  ])eople,  one  country — 
Whigs  and  Democrats  alike  rushing  forward  to 
defend  their  country;  and  the  truth  of  this  asser- 
tion has  been  as  much  exemplified  in  the  Mexican 
wor  as  in  many  other  events  which  have  taken 


place  during  our  extstence  as  a  nation.  Yet,  with 
this  union,  which  ought  to  be  sustained  and  pre- 
served by  every  man  in  this  Goverinnent  when 
fighting  against  a  foreign  Power,  what  do  we  be- 
hold in  the  President  of  the  United  States?  He 
has  had  the  appointment,  at  various  times,  of  six- 
teen major  generals  and  brigadier  generals,  or  of 
fourteen,  and  two  have  declined  to  accept.  Look 
at  the  list,  from  Lieutenant  General  Benton  down 
to  the  smallest  brigadier  generals — for  there  are 
some  small  brigadier  generals — and  you  will  find 
that  not  one  solitary  man  has  ever  been  taken 
from  the  Whig  party;  a  parly,  to  say  the  least, 
which  has  ftjrnished  one-half  of  the  volunteers 
who  have  rushed  forward  to  share  in  the  glory 
acquired  in  the  Mexican  war.  Not  one,  except 
Cadwalader,  and  he  is  a  neutral;  and,  without 
meaning  the  slightest  disrespect  for  him,  I  would 
not  give  a  fig  for  a  neutral,  for  neutrals  always 
bend  over  to  the  side  of  power.  Now,  with  that 
single  exception,  what  do  you  behold  ?  These  six- 
teen generals  (or  these  fifteen,  at  any  rate)  taken 
from  the  Democratic  party,  while  our  friends  of  the 
Whigparty  aredoingasmuch  hard  fightingin  Mex- 
ico as  our  friends  of  the  Democratic  party.  What  is 
the  case  in  regard  to  other  officers?  Ten  colonels, 
ten  lieutenant  colonels,  twenty  majors,  a  number  of 
quartermasters,  assistant  quartermasters,  commis- 
sai'ies,  &c.,  have  been  appointed  in  these  ten  regi- 
ments, and  what  was  the  result,  sir?  If  1  am  not 
mistaken,  in  looking  into  the  subject  with  care,  I 
do  not  think,  out  of  the  whole  number,  a  dozen 
Whigs  have  been  appointed.  If  I  am  mistaken, 
let  some  gentleman  correct  me.  And  besides  this, 
some  five  or  six  hundred  or  more  inferior  offi- 
cers have  been  appointed.  The  President  might 
have  got  over  the  difficulty  by  saying.  Well,  as  I 
consider  this  a  political  affair,  I  want  my  friends 
taken  care  of  out  of  the  large  offices,  and  you  may 
have  a  share  of  the  inferior  offices,  especially  as 
those  inferior  offices  come  in  contact  with  the 
men,  and  one-half  the  men  are  Whigs.  But  out  of 
these  five  or  six  hundred  officers,  I  request  any  man 
to  show  me  fifty  Whigs.  Well,  the  Whigs  fight 
as  well  as  the  Democrats,  and  the  Democrats  as 
well  as  the  Whigs;  for,  as  much  of  a  partisan  as 
I  may  be  esteemed,  it  does  seem  to  me,  if  I  had 
been  in  the  Presidential  chair,  I  should  have  blush- 
ed with  shame  could  I  have  had  the  hardihood  to 
have  conferred  every  one  of  these  offices,  when 
we  are  in  mortal  combat  with  a  foreign  Power, 
upon  my  own  party,  at  the  same  time  proclaiming 
to  the  world  that  I  am  a  patriot,  and  the  President, 
not  of  a  party,  but  of  the  whole  American  nation. 
Now,  if  the  President  and  his  friends  can  show 
me  that  there  was  not  material  in  the  Whig  party 
to  make  a  portion  of  these  generals,  then  I  will 
make  my  bow  to  him,  and  say  the  President  has 
done  right.  But,  as  long  as  I  can  point  to  the  names 
of  Campbell,  McKee,  Hardin ,  Clay ,( the  gallant  son 
of  a  noble  sire) — as  long  as  I  can  point  to  two  gen- 
tlemen on  this  floor,  one  my  ov/n  colleague,  [Colo- 
nel Haskell,]  and  the  other  a  distinguished  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  [Major  Gaines,]  so  long  I 
will  say  that  any  man  who  takes  that  position  is 
entirely  mistaken.  It  is  well  known  we  have  such 
materials  as  these  men  furnish,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  very  manygallant  Whigs  in  tiie  regular  service. 
It  was  impossible  lor  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  make  such  a»  mistake,  unless  he  did  it 
designedly,  and  with  the  view  of  doing  what  has 
never  been  done  before — of  carrying  partisan  feel- 
ings into  the  apportionment  of  military  honors  and 
appointments  among  those  gallantly  engaged  in  the 
defence  of  our  coiiunon  country. 

Now,  to  sum  up,  in  a  few  words,  my  objections 
under  this  head :  the  President  shows  himself  so 
much  of  a  partisan  and  so  little  of  a  patriot  that  I 
am  unwilling  to  give  him  any  increase  of  power 
and  patronage,  such  as  would  be  conferred  by  es- 
tablishing ten  additional  regiments  of  regulars. 
I  do  not  want  to  impugn  the  motives  of  any 
man;  but  we  are  all  aware. that  an  important  elec- 
tion is  approaching,  and  five  or  six  hundred  addi- 
tional eleclioneerers  thrown  into  difleient  towns 
in  this  Union,  under  the  titles  of  captains,  lieuten- 
ants, &c.,  will  be  possibly  empowered  to  add  very 
much  to  the  strength  of  the  party  in  power,  and 
of  those  who  are  expected  to  follow  in  the  foot- 
steps of  the  present  incinnbents  of  office.  I  do 
not  impute  any  bad  motives  to  those  gentlemen 
who  may  receive  the  appoiniments,  if  these  addi- 
tional regiments  of  regulars  are  raised;  but  it  is 
human  nature    to   admire  the   power  which   has 
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favored  us,  and  to  endeavor  to  keep  that  party  in 
power  from  whom  we  have  reoeiverl  office. 

I  noVvT  come  to  a  very  important  matter,  and  one 
to  which,  in  the  very  short  time  yet  allowed  to  me, 
I  shall  not  be  able  to  do  anything  like  justice. 
Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  a  startling  crisis;  these  are 
alarming  times.  And  yet  the  people  seem  to  be 
sleeping  over  the  edge  of  a  dreadful  precipice. 
Such  a  crisis  has  not  arisen  since  the  foundalioji 
of  this  Government.  Talk  to  nie  of  your  embargo 
laws,  your  tariff  excitements,  your  Florida  war, 
or  your  last  war  with  Great  Britain — there  never 
has  occurred  in  the  whole  course  of  our  national 
existence  so  fearful,  so  momentous  a  crisis  in  our 
affairs  as  now  stares  ns  in  the  face.  We  are  called 
upon  to  "swallow"  eight  whole  millions  of«peo- 
pie,  to  subjugate  and  annex  a  large  territory  to 
this;  a  territory  inhabited  by  men  of  a  different 
blood,  of  a  different  color,  and,  above  all,  of  a  dif- 
ferent religion  !  And  this  proposition  is  now  made 
in  higl\  places;  and  yet  you  do  not  see  the  whole 
people  rising  up,  as  if  moved  by  one  spirit  and  ac; 
tuated  by  a  common  sense  of  danger,  and  saying 
to  this  spirit  of  aggression  and  conquest  which 
now  seems  to  govern  the  Executive  and  some  of 
his  friends,  "Thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  and  no 
further."  That  very  apathy,  that  very  failure 
thus  to  rise  up,  almost  congeals  my  very  heart's 
blood;  for  it  is  an  evidence  that  the  people  are  not 
as  wide  awake  to  the  danger  as  they  ought  to  be. 

Some  gentlemen  may  say  that  these  are  not 
the  opinions  of  the  Executive.  But  there  is  not 
a  man  of  observation  or  sense  in  this  House 
that  does  not  know  it  is  the  intention  of  the  domi- 
nant party.  Look  at  the  declarations  of  some  of 
its  prominent  members  in  the  Senate;  look  at  the 
toast  drunk  at  the  late  8th  of  January  supper  by  a 
distinguished  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Dick- 
inson:] "A  more  perfect  Union,  embracing  the 
whole  American  continent;"  look  at  what  you 
hear  and  see  every  day  in  the  streets;  converse 
with  any  gentlemen  of  the  Democratic  party  that 
■will  avow  their  real  seiltiments — and  I  have  con- 
versed with  such — and  they  will  tell  you  that  upon 
the  banners  that  parly  will  raise  at  the  next  elec- 
tion will  be  "The  whole  of  Mexico;"  and  they 
prophesy  under  that  as  signal  a  defeat  to  the  Whig 
party  as  when,  under  the  cry  of  "The  whole  of 
Oregon,"  they  rallied  and  elected  their  President, 
who  was  committed  to  that  as  "  clear  and  unques- 
tionable." But  they  were  discomfited— I  may  say, 
disgraced — for,  while  avowing  sentiments  of  that 
kind,  they  yet  were  willing  to  vote  a  compromise 
yielding  a  large  part.  I  say  this  in  no  unkindness  to 
any  of  the  gentlemen  who  were  involved  in  this  pro- 
ceeding; for  many  of  them  1  have  all  proper  regard. 

Sir,  I  object  to  the  subjugation  of  Mexico:  I  am 
opposed  to  the  dismemberment  of  a  sister  Repub- 
lic. 1  am  opposed  to  it,  because  it  is  fraught  with 
evils  that  may  lead  to  revolution,  to  ruin,  to  death. 
I  would  like,  sir,  to  go  on  upon  this  subject,  but  I 
have  not  the  time,  and  there  are  some  other  mat- 
ters to  which  I  wish  to  call  your  attention.  (By 
the  by,  this  is  a  most  tyrannical  rule,  and  if  I  had 
any  time  I  would  rail  against  it,  [a  laugh;]  but 
I  shall  not,  as  my  immediate  predecessor  [Mr. 
Ewing] — an  able  man  upon  all  subjects  which  he 
touched — is  said  to  have  done,  take  half  my  hour 
in  complaining  of  it.)  I  would  like  at  length — and 
may  do  it  hereafter — to  give  my  reasons  for  oppo- 
sing the  subjugation  and  annexation  of  the  whole 
of  Mexico.  IBut  there  are  one  or  two  things  to 
which  I  must  advert. 

Gentlemen  refer  to  the  annexation  of  Texas, 
and  say,  as  we  suffered  no  inconvenience  from 
that,  neither  can  we  from  the  subjugation  and  an- 
nexation of  Mexico  The  case  is  entirely  dissim- 
ilar. Texas  constituted  bone  of  our  bone  and  iJesh 
of  our  flesh.  The  Texans  were  our  brethren,  our 
fathers,  our  cousins;  they  were  linked  to  us  by 
blood  and  by  birth.  And  so  far  as  immigration  is 
concerned — another  parallel  sometimes  referred  to 
— let  the  flood  of  immigrants  from  the  Old  World 
come  upon  us  by  .500,00(J  a  year,  and  what  is  the 
effect?  It  is  only  like  that  of  the  broad  Mississippi 
rolling  its  mighty  volume  of  water  into  the  ocean — 
it  tinges  the  blue  waves  a  few  miles  out,  and  then  is 
swallowed  up  in  the  boundless  expanse.  The  im- 
migrants become  absorbed  in'our  population;  they 
become  assimilated  to  our  maimers  and  customs, 
and  soon,  because  they  most  generally  speak  the 
same  language  and  are  of  the  same  blood.  This 
is  a  growing  theme,  on  which  1  .should  like  to 
dwell  for  half  an  hour.     But  I  must  pass  on. 


I  wish,  Mr.  Chairman,  distinctly  to  avow  my 
sentiments  on  one  subject,  and  that  is,  the  acqui- 
sition of  territory.  I  am  opposed  to  the  acquisi- 
tion of  territory,  sir,  by  violence  or  conquest;  and 
I  am  willing  to  say  that  such  territory  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary  for  any  of  our  purposes  that  are 
legitimate  should  be  obtained  by  treaty  or  nego- 
tiation. I  am  opposed  to  the  acquisition  of  terri- 
tory by  conquest  or  violence,  by  the  dismember- 
ment of  a  neighboririg  Republic.  I  could  state  a 
thousand  reasons  had  J  the  time.  But  I  warn  my 
political  opponents.  Pause  before  you  take  the  step 
that  is  now  contemplated  by  many  of  your  most 
distinguished  leaders. 

Sir,  when  men  go  on  for  a  series  of  years  pros- 
pering and  to  prosper,  they  may  be  so  blinded  by 
success  as  to  think  that  it  is  always  to  continue, 
until  they  take  some  step  which  dashes  from  them 
their  cup  of  prosperity,  and  reduces  them  to  dis- 
comfiture, if  not  disgrace.  Such  has  been  the  case 
with  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  my  opin- 
ion, in  regard  to  this  Mexican  war;  and  although, 
when  a  man  gets  through  this  life  without  meeting 
the  reward  of  his  acts,  we  are  taught  to  believe  he 
will  suffer  it  in  another  world,  there  arc  many 
examples  in  v/hich  moral  retribution  overtakes  him 
in  this  life;  and  that  moral  retribution,  I  think,  has 
already  overtaken  Mr.  Polk.  Among  the  reasons, 
in  my  opinion,  which  induced  him  to  bring  on  this 
war,  was  one  that  had  enabled  him  to  obtain  the 
Presidential  chair — that  was,  the  addition  of  new 
territory.  And  what  Jias  been  the  result  of  this 
effort"  to  lay  the  foundation  for  a  new  triumph  ? 
Where  is  the  moral  retribution  ?  It  consists  in 
this:  Fie  selected  as  one  of  his  military  agents  a 
plain,  blunt,  simple-hearted,  noble-natured  man, 
who  had  not  been  known  extensively  through  this 
country;  who  was  a  soldier,  an  officer  in  the  last 
war;  who  distinguished  himself  in  Florida,  but 
whose  greatest  distinction  always  has  been  that  he 
has  discharged  his  duty,  placed  in  whatever  situa- 
tion he  may  have  been,  be  it  high  or  of  inferior 
character.  That  man  was  a  colonel,  a  brigadier 
general  by  brevet;  and  he  it  was  v/hom  Mr.  Polk, 
passing  over  the  hero  of  Lundy's  Lane,  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
and  who  would  naturally  have  been  selected  as  the^, 
proper  person  for  the  command  of  the  army  in 
Mexico,  selected  as  his  instrument  to  carry  into 
effect  his  designs,  whatever  they  may  be.  Now, 
what  is  the  result?  At  this  very  moment  this 
almost  undistinguished,  this  almost  unknown  offi- 
cer has  arrived  at  such  a  height  of  fame,  that  all  the 
efforts  of  the  President  and  his  party  cannot  pre- 
vent, as  the  prospect  now  is,  his  being  his  succes- 
sor. Here  is  a  moral  retribution  !  The  very  act, 
the  very  course  of  conduct,  which  probably  from 
his  secret  heart  the  Executive  had  looked  to  as  the 
foundation  for  his  own  further  aggrandizement  and 
the  continued  success  of  his  own  party,  has  been 
the  cause  of  bringing  forward  a  man  who,  in  all 
the  elements  of  distinction,  of  greatness  of  soul  and 
generosity  of  nature,  is  far  above  him. 

While  I  am  upon  this  subject,  I  will  take  a 
few  moments  to  read  a  short  extract  from  a  paper 
which  came  into  my  possession  this  morning.  It 
is  the  "  Baltimore  Sun"  of  the  24th,  (to-day,)  con- 
taining the  speech  of  General  Taylor,  recently 
delivered  at  Lafayette,  Louisiana,  above  New  Or- 
leans ;  and  I  am  charmed  to  see,  to  mark  the  differ- 
ence of  language  in  regard  to  our  prostrate  foe, 
characterizing  a  man  who  has  achieved  a  greater 
triumph  probably  than  any  ever  before  achieved 
in  this  country,  and  a  man  who,  situated  here  a 
thousand  miles  from  the  scene  of  action,  does  not 
seem  satisfied  unless  he  can  plunge  the  steel  of  his 
warriors  into  the  very  vitals  of  that  prostrate  coun- 
try. Hear  what  General  Taylor  says,  on  the  16th 
of  this  month,  in  a  speech  delivered  at  Lafayette, 
Louisiana : 

"Tlic  oI)jeclnearest  to  his  heart  had  been  to  liring  the 
war  to  a  speedy  termination — to  restore  peace  and  .unity 
between  two  neighl)nrinfr  Republics,  who  bad  every  motive 
to  cultivate  mutual  good-will,  and  whom  he  would  prefer  to 
see  vying  with  each  other  in  the  arts  of  peace,  than  con- 
tending on  the  field  of  battle. 

"  Me'  had  always  hoped  and  believed,  that,  by  that  spirit 
of  forbearance  and  maiinaniitiity  which  a  sreat  and  power- 
ful nation  should  always  practise  towards  a  leeblc  and 
pio.+lrate  enemy,  peace  might  be  restored  on  terms  con- 
sistent witU  the  honor,-  the  rights,  and  the  interests  of  both 
nations." 

Mr.  FEATHERSTON  next  obtained  the  floor, 

i  and  proceeded  to  speak  an  hoi\r  in  reply  to  the 

gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mi'.  Barrow,]  and 

the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Tompkins,] 


in  justification  of  the  war,  and  of  the  President's 
message  in  answer  to  the  call  of  the  Hou.se  for  the 
instructions  to  Mr.  Si.idell,  &c.;  a  full  report  of 
which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Con- 
gressional Globe. 

Mr.  DIXON  next  obtained  the  floor,  but  yielded 
at  the  request  of — 

Mr.  POLLOCK,  who  moved  that  the  committee 
rise;  v/hich  was  negatived.  • 

Mr.  DIXON,  of  Connecticut,  said  he  voted,  a  few- 
days  since,  with  the  majority  of  this  House  in  favor 
of  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  AsHMUN,]  that  the  war  in  which  we 
are  engaged  with  Mexico  was  unnecessarily  and 
unconstitutionally  commenced  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States.  He  should  now  attempt  to 
prove  that  that  proposition  was  true.  He  could 
not  flatter  himself  that  in  the  discussion  of  this 
question  he  should  be  able  to  ofier  anything  that 
was  new  to  the  Committee.  The  subject  had  been 
so  thoroughly  discussed,  not  only  in  this  House, 
but  by  the  press  throughout  the  country,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  imparl  to  it  any  novelty  what- 
ever. In  what  he  should  say  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  question  the  accuracy  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States;  but  he  should  endeavor 
to  do  so  with  a  becoming  sense  of  the  great 
importance  of  the  President's  high  office.  He  did 
not  mean  to  impeach  the  President's  personal  ve- 
racity; he  would  not  assume  that  the  President 
had  wilfully  intended  to  deceive  this  House  or  the 
people  of  this  country.  That  v;as  a  position  in 
which  he  would  not  place  the  President;  but  he 
would  say  that  he  thought  the  President  had  com- 
mitted many  most  grievous  .errors.  He  happened, 
a  few  days  since,  to  meet  with  an  extract  from 
some  remarks  made  pn  an  occasion  somewhat  sim- 
ilar to  the  present  by  a  statesman  of  lofty  standing 
in  the  British  House  of  Lords,  and  he  was  struclE 
with  the  freedom  with  which  he  spoke  of  aver- 
ments made  by  the  King  in  his  speech  from  the 
throne.  The  statesman  to  whom  he  referred 
believed  that  some  things  said  by  the  King  in  his 
speech  were  not  true,  and  he  charged  falsehood 
unhesitatingly  upon  it. 

Mr.  D  read  the  following  extract  from  Thack- 
eray's Life  of  Lord  Chatham  in  support  of  his 
position: 

"Some  persons  I  see  have  been  shameless  and  daring 
enough  to  advise  his  Majesty  to  support  and  countenance 
this  opinion  (the  disavowal  of  certain  proceedings  by  the 
Court  of  Spain)  in  his  speech  from  the  Throne.  Certainly 
my  lords,  there  never  was  a  more  odious,  a  more  infamous 
falsehood  imposed  on  a  great  nation :  it  degrades  the  King's 
honor;  it  is  an  insult  to  Parliament.  His  Majesty  has  been 
advised  to  confirm  and  give  currency  to  an  absolute  false- 
hood. I  beg  your  lordship's  attention,  and  I  hope  I  shall 
be  understood  when  1  repeat,  that  the  Court  of  Spain  having 
disavowed  the  act  of  their  Governor,  is  an  absolute  false- 
hood. *  *  *  jf  the  falsehood  of  this  pretended  disa- 
vowal had  been  confined  to  the  Court  of  Spain,  I  should 
have  admitted  it  without  concern.  I  should  have  been  con- 
tent that  they  themselves  had  left  a  door  open  for  excuse 
and'aecominodation.  The  King  of  England's  honor  is  not 
touched  till  he  adopts  the  falsehood,  delivers  it  to  his  Par- 
liament; and  makes  it  his  own." 

He  had  read  this  extract  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  the  freedom  of  debate  in  this  House 
during  this  and  the  last  session  of  Congress  was 
not  greater  than  that  which  was  exercised  in  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain.  But  in  the  progress 
of  liis  remarks  he  should  not  avail  himself  of  the 
privilege  claimed  by  others:  it  would  be  enough 
for  him  if  lie  could  show  that  the  President  had 
been  guilty  of  gross  mistakes — whether  they  were 
intentional  or  not  was  not  important  to  his  pur- 
pose. 

In  considering  the  question  connected  with  this 
pending  war,  he  begged  leave  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  committee  to  one  point  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent, viz:  by  whom  was  the  war  commenced? 
Why  was  this  question  so  anxiously  argued  by 
the  President?  Why  is  the  question  by  whom 
the  war  was  commenced  made  so  important  in  the 
elaborate  arguments  contained  in  the  various  mes- 
sages of  the  President?  It  by  no  means  follows 
ns  a  matter  of  course  that  a  war  is  unjust  on  the 
part  of  the  nation  commencing  it.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  presumption  should  be,  that  the  party 
commencing  war  had  just  cause  of  war.  Who 
commenced  our  war  of  1312  with  Great  Britain  ? 
In  defending  that  war  and  its  justice,  who  has  ever 
denied  that  it  was  commenced  by  us?  The  ques- 
tion who  commenced  the  present  \vi\r  with  Mexico 
is  not  thus  laiiorcd  by  the  President  because  us 
answer  would  decide  of  cour.se  the  justice  o(  the 
contest,  but  for  another  reason.     He  well  knows 
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the  importance  to  him  of  showing  that  Mexico 
commenced  lioslilities;  because  if  not  commenced 
by  Mexico,  then  liiey  were  commenced  by  liim- 
scir.  Congress  did  not  begin  the  war;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  declared  the  war  to  exist  ah-eady  on  the 
11th  of  May,  1S46.  It  was  not  commenced  by 
the  war-maidng  power  of  this  country;  and  if  not 
by  Mexico,  then  it  follows,  as  the  night  tlie  day, 
that  it  wa£  commenced  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  There  is  no  escape  from  this  con- 
clusion, and  hence  the  stru?ii;lcs,  constant  but  in- 
elVectual,  on  the  part  of  the  President  to  show  that 
Mexico  was  the  aggressor.  When  they  were  told 
on  the  11th  of  May',  1S4G,  tliat  war  existed.  Con- 
gress, the  war-making  power,  had  done  nothing 
to  bring  on  the  war;  and,  if  it  was  not  brought  on 
by  Mexico,  no  one  would  doubt  tlial  the  assump- 
tion of  t!ie  war-making  power  by  the  President 
was  an  unconstitutional  act. 

Here  let  him  for  a  moment  call  .the  attention  of 
the  committee,  many  of  whose  members  were  not 
in  the  last  Congress,  to  the  fact,  that  when  this  war 
was  acknowledged  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, almost  every  member  of  the  Whig  party  then 
in  this  House  voted  against  ihe  declaration  that 
the  war  was  commenced  by  the  act  of  Mexico. 
They  liad  been  taunted,  witiiin  afcwdays  past,  with 
inconsistency  of  conduct.  It  had  been  charged 
against  them  that  they  had  voted  in  favor  of  this 
war,  avowing  it  to  be  the  act  of  Mexico  in  the  last 
Congress,  when  now,  for  party  purposes,  they 
attempt  to  convince  the  people  that  it  was  the  act 
of  tlie  President.  He  could  not  believe  that  any 
one  who  was  present  in  the  last  Congress  would 
bring  a  charge  so  entirely  unfounded.  But  if  the 
Whig  party  had  not  at  that  time  justified  their  po- 
sition, they  would  have  much  to  excuse  them  in 
subsequent  events.  Could  tlfey  foresee  what  has 
since  taken  place?  Could  they  foresee  that  Mex- 
ico was  to  be  invaded  in  the  manner  she  has  been? 
Could  they  have  foreseen  that  in  little  more  than 
one  year  the  whole  of  Mexico  would  have  been 
subjugated,  and  that  the  war  would  be  carried  into 
the  vital  parts  of  Mexico?  No,  by  no  means.  It 
was  then  the  general  opinion,  both  here  and  else- 
where, that  tiie  war  would  soon  come  to  a  close. 
It  v.-as  supposed  that  General  Taylor  was  sur- 
rounded by  four  or  five  times  his  own  number,  and 
it  was  the  object  liere  at  the  time  to  furnish  him 
with  supplies  and  reinforcements,  and  this  they 
did  while  protesting  against  the  preamble  of  the 
bill.  He  (Mr.  D.)  v/as  not  here  at  the  time  the 
bill  passed.  If  he  liad  been,  he  shovild  undoubt- 
edly have  voted  with  his  political  brethren  on  that 
occasion  ;  for  he  did  not  pretend  to  possess  more 
wisdom  than  they  had.  He  was,  however,  neces- 
sarily absent  in  Connecticut;  but  when  he  heard 
how  his  Whig  friends  had  voted,  he  perfectly  un- 
derstood their  feelings  on  that  occasion.  He  re- 
peated, that  their  intention  was  to  furnish  supplies 
to  our  army,  then  surrounded  in  an  enemy's  coun- 
try and  exposed  to  imminent  danger. 

And  here  let  him  allude  to  another  topic  which 
was  introduced  by  a  gentleman  last  week.  Mr. 
D.  then  quoted  from  the  published  debates  an  ex- 
tract, showing  that  it  had  been  charged  on  the  Vv^'hig 
party  that  it  was  a  mere  pretext  to  assert  that  this 
war  was  brought  on  by  the  President  without  no- 
tice being  given  to  Congress.  To  sustain  this  ac- 
cusation, reference  was  made  to  the  message  of  the 
President  to  the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress. 
The  President,  in  that  message,  states  that  he  had, 
at  the  request  of  the  Texan  Congress,  sent  a  force 
to  lake  a  position  for  its  protection;  and  gentlemen 
said  that  was  fair  warning  to  the  country,  and  that 
it  was  absurd  to  suppose  that  the  country  was  taken 
by  surpri.se.  But,  sir,  look  at  that  message.  The 
President  in  that  document  informed  us  that  the 
.  acquisition  of  Texas  had  been  a  bloodless  achieve- 
ment; that  the  sword  had  had  no  part  in  the  con- 
quest. Was  that  giving  us  notice  of  war  with 
Mexico?  He  told  us  further,  in  the  same  docu- 
ment, that  lie  had  appointed  an  envoy  to  the  ?tlcx- 
ican  Government,  and  that  he  should  recommend 
no  ulterior  measures,  anticipating,  aa  he  did,  a 
peaceful  settlement.  Yet  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana [Mr.  Robis'son]  jiroclaimed  here  that  if  we 
did  not  take  notice  from  that  message  that  war 
with  Mexico  was  intended,  we  were  guilty  of 
culpable  neglect  in  not  reading  the  documents  laid 
on  our  tables.  Sir,  the  danger  then  was  of  war 
in  another  quarter,  and  no  man  here  then  appre- 
hended war  with  Mexico.  That  danger,  gentlemen 
who  were  in  favor  of  this  war  aided  to  avert.    But 


to  return.  The  President  informed  them  that  he 
did  not  send  troops  to  Texas  until  he  had  been 
urged  to  do  so  by  the  Congress  of  Texas.  He 
said  he  sent  them  on  the  urgent  appeals  of  the 
Texan  Congress  and  Texan  Convention;  and  this 
he  presumed  was  of  great  importance  in  an  argu- 
ment to  sliow  that  the  Presiilent  commenced  the 
war.  But  what  were  the  facts?  On  the  15'h  day 
of  Jime,  they  would  find,  by  an  examination  of 
the  documents  in  the  Liljrary  of  Congress,  Mr. 
Bancroft,  then  acting  as  Secretary  of  War,  wrote 
to  General  Taj'lor,  informing  him  that  his  ultimate 
destination  was  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande.  He 
had,  in  the  month  of  March  previous,  directed 
General  Taylor  to  take  a  position  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Sabine,  so  as  to  enable  him  thereafter  to  march 
to  the  frontier.  On  the  16th,  one  day  after  these 
orders  were  given,  the  Texan  Compress  met.  How, 
then,  could  it  be  on  the  appeal  of  the  Texan  Con- 
gress that  these  movements  were  made?  And 
when  did  the  Texan  Convention  pass  any  resolu- 
tion on  that  subject?  If  any  such  resolution  was 
passed,  it  must  liave  been  subsequent  to  the  date 
of  the  order  of  which  he  had  spoken.  No  such 
resolution  wa;?  passed  before  the  8tli  of  July,  long 
after  the  order  was  given  to  General  Taylor  to 
proceed  to  Corpus  Christi;  and  yet  the  Pi-esident 
told  them  and  the  country  tliat  the  order  was  is- 
sued on  the  appeal  of  the  Texan  Congress.  He 
did  not  say  tliat  the  President  intended  to  deceive 
them;  but  he  did  say  that  the  statement  of  the 
President  was  unfounded  in.fact,and  that  the  doc- 
uments presented  to  Congress  show  it  to  be  so. 

The  President,  in  the  various  defences  which 
he  has  presented  to  this  House  and  to  th*  country 
for  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged,  makes  it  also 
an  important  question  whether  the  title  to  the  soil 
where  the  first  blood  was  shed  was  American  or 
Mexican  soil.  The  President  claims  it  to  be 
American  soil.  He  says  that  on  the  day  on  which 
hostilities  were  first  commenced,  the  ground  on 
which  the  first  conflict  took  place  was  part  and 
parcel  of  the  soil  of  American  territory.  That 
was  a  proposition  which  he  (Mr.  D.)  intended 
to  dispute.  And  here  let  him  say,  while  they 
were  discussing  the  question  of  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  it  was  of  no  consequence  what 
our  previous  causes  of  complaint  against  Mex- 
ico might  be.  If  we  had  cause  of  war,  it  was 
suflicient  for  thein  to  know  that  the  war-making 
power  had  not  commenced  war  for  the  causes 
then  existing.  Fie  did  not  deny  that  we  had 
cause  of  war;  but  the  question  which  he  was 
discussing  was,  who  commenced  the  war,  and  not 
whether  we  had  cause  of  war;  for  he  repeated, 
if  we  had  cause  of  war,  the  war-making  power 
had  not  commenced  war  for  those  causes.  He  did 
not  even  undertake  now  to  say  that  we  had  the 
right  to  commence  hostilities  for  the  grievances  of 
whidi  we  had  complained.  iTlie  had  been  called 
upon  to  vote  on  the  question  of  war  for  those 
causes,  he  should  have  voted  against  it.  He  did 
not  think  all  the  means  had  been  exhausted  for 
the  adjustment  of  the  difficulties  which  had  exist- 
ed, and  therefore  he  should  not  have  given  a  vote 
to  authorize  the  President  to  adopt  the  last  resort 
of  nations.  But  if  they  admitted  that  they  had 
suflicient  cause  of  war,  that  did  not  help  the  Presi- 
dent, because,  as  he  had  said,  the  war  was  not 
commenced  for  them.  The  President  was  not  the 
war-making  power. 

Well,  Texas  was  annexed   to  this  Union,  and 
the  members  of  this  House  knew  well  that  the  an- 
nexation resolutions  could  not  have  passed  if  it  hid 
not  been   understood  that  the  boundary  question 
was    to  be  left  open.      And    how  was   it   passed 
through  the  other  House  of  Congress  ?     It  was  by 
the  adoption  of  another  resolution   which  it  was 
thought  would   have  been  preferred;  but  the  late 
incumbent  of  the  Pi-esidency,  at  the  last  hour  of  his 
administration,  made  his  choice  of  resolutions,  and 
went  on  to  consummate  annexation,  Ijeing,  how-  . 
ever,  himself  thereby  bound  to  settle  the  (|uestion  j 
of  boundary  by  negotiation.    Here,  then,  was  the 
first  link  in  his  chain  of  proof  that  the  boundary 
was  an  unsettled  question.     Again:  it  must  be  re- 
collected that  a  treaty  had  been  prepared  and  pre-  1 
seiited   to   the  other   House    of  Congress   for  the  j 
annexation  of  Texas,  but  it  was  defeated,  for  the  \ 
solo  and   only  reason,  or  at  least  as  a  )irincipal  1 
reason,  that  the  boundary  question  was  settled  in  [ 
that   treaty   ]n-ecisely   as    Ihe   President    has    now  1 
taken  on  himself  to  settle  it.     It  was  olijectod  to  it 
that  it  embraced  a  vaRt  region  of  Mexican  soil,  and  ' 


on  that  ground   it  was  defeated.     That  was  the 
state  of  feeling  which  prevailed  then. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  McLane] 
told  them  the  other  day  that  the  constitution  of 
the  State  of  Texas  was  adopted  with  the  boundary 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  that  tlie  last  Congress  ap- 
proved that  constitution  without  crossing  a  t  or 
dotting  an  i.  He  also  as.serted  that  the  last  Con- 
gress admitted  Texas  as  a  State  of  this  Union, 
with  a  constitution  extending  her  boundary  to  the 
Rio  Grande.  If  this  were  true,  there  would  be 
some  force  in  the  argument  founded  on  the  asser- 
tion. But  the  gentleman  was  mistaken  in  the  fact. 
I  admit,  sir,  that  the  last  Congress,  in  admitting 
Texas  as  a  State,  did  proceed  with  indecent  haste; 
but  tile  vortex  into  which  we  rushed  was  not  so 
dark  and  deep  as  the  gentlenian  supposes.  The 
constitution  of  the  State  of  Texas  contained  a 
proviso  that  all  the  laws  of  Texas  not  inconsistent 
with  the  annexation  resolutions  should  remain  in 
force.  What  laws  of  Texas  were  inconsistent 
with  those  resolutions,  except  that  extending  the 
boundary  to  the  Rio  Grande?  Point  out  to  me 
a  single  law  of  Texas  thus  inconsistent.  No, 
sir;  the  law  thus  excepted  was  that  settling  the 
boundary  of  Texas.  Why,  previously  they  had 
abandoned  all  claim  to  the  Rio  Grande.  He 
had  bet'ore  him  a  letter  from  Mr.  Andrew  Jack- 
son Donelson,  our  charge  to  Texas,  in  which 
he  writes  to  this  Government  that  Texas  had 
abandoned  that  claim.  They  did  not  mean  to 
fight  for  it;  and  surely  what  she  was  unwilling  to 
contend  for,  it  was  unnecessary  for  this  country  to 
fight  for.  Texas  had  abandoned  all  claim  to  the 
Rio  Grande;  and  when  she  cam«  into  this  Union, 
she  came  with  the  expre.'ss  understanding,  both  on 
her  part  and  ours,  that  the  settlement  of  the  bound- 
ary question  was  one  which  the  General  Govern- 
ment must  Hiidertake,  riiid  that  it  was  not  for 
Texas,  much  less  the  President  of  the  United 
States  himself,  to  undertake  to  settle  it. 

We  tookTexas  withan  uncertain  western  bound- 
ary; we  took  her  with  a  line  yet  unsettled.  All 
the  question  of  boundary  was  left  to  negotiation: 
all  was  "  as  broad  and  general  as  the  casing  air." 
And  there  was  far  more  cause  for  such  negotiation 
in  the  case  ofTe.xasthan  in  the  case  of  Oregon. 
Had  the  President  pursued  the  same  course  with 
Oregon  that  he  has  done  with  Texas,  if  he  had 
marched  an  army  to  the  line  he  claimed  instead  of 
leaving  the  question  to  be  settled  by  the  proper 
department  of  the  Government,  would  any  of  those 
who  now  advocate  his  course  have  then  attempted 
to  defend  it?  Could  any  man  in  that  case  have 
pretended  that  he  did  right?  No.  He  took  no 
such  course;  he  left  that  boundary  question  just 
where  he  should  have  left  this. 

But  it  is  said  that  negotiation  had  been  tried  and 
had  failed;  that  the  President  did  everything  in  his 
power  to  settle  the  question  by  negotiation,  and 
that  it  was  not  till  all  those  efforts  failed  he  resorted 
to  extreme  means.  Now,  I  say  it  was  not  for  him 
to  judge  when  "  extreme  means"  should  be  re- 
sorted to,  and  what  they  should  be.  That  was  a 
question  for  Congress  and  Congress  alone.  But 
the  President  tells  us  that  the  march  of  our  army 
to  the  Rio  Grande  did  not  take  jilace  until  after  the 
mission  of  Mr.  Slidell  had  btcn  rejected  by  Mexi- 
co. The  President  had  a  moaning  in  using  these 
words.  They  have  been  carefully  selected.  He 
siiys  the  march  of  the  troops  did  not  take  place  till 
the  11th  of  March.  Yes  ;  but  when  was  the  order 
for  the  march  given?  On  the  1.3th  of  January.  At 
that  time  he  had  no  knowledge  that  Mr.  Slidell  had 
been  rejected.  Instead  of  liaving  the  least  reason  at 
that  time  to  think  he  would  not  be  received,  there 
is  no  proof  that  he  had  even  received  the  first  letter 
from  our  consul,  Mr.  Black.  On  the  27th  of  De- 
cember, Mr.  Slidell  wrote  to  Mr.  Buchanan,  en- 
closing; him  the  first  refusal  (which  was  not  final, 
however)  by  the  Mexican  Government  to  receive 
him  ;  and  Mr.  Buchanan's  letter  to  him  of  the  25th 
of  January  says  that  he  had  received  Mr.  Slidcll's 
letter  on  the  2()th  of  the  same  month,  (and  it  so 
happens  that  this  is  the  only  letter  which  refers  to 
the  dale  of  the  receipt  of  any  of  Mr.  Slidell 's  de- 
spatches.) Yet  the  President  had  ordered  the  march 
of  General  Taylor  on  the  ]3ih,  seven  days  before 
he  got  the  first  intimation  of  any  rejection  of  our 
minister.  Yet  he  tells  us  that  the  army  had  not 
marched  till  after  the  rejection.  Did  he  intend  to 
deceive  us?  Could  this  liave  been  intended  to  |)ro- 
duce  a  false  impression  ?  [A  voice  :  Yes,  to  be  sure 
it  was.     Other  voices:    It  was  a  downright  lie — a 
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perpendicular  lie  on  tlie  part  of  the  President.] 
Whatever  I  may  think,  I  cannot  use  that  languaiie. 
I  choose  to  prove  it  such.  But  certain  it  is  that  he 
ordered  the  army  to  advance  long  before  lie  heard 
that  our  minister  was  rejected.  The  order  was 
issued  on  the  fatal  13th  of  January,  and  the  giving 
such  an  order  under  the  circumstances  was  an  act 
of  usurpation  on  hia  part  that  renders  him  liable 
to  impeachment. 

Mr.  RHETT  here  interposed  with  a  question 
as  to  dates. 

Mr.  D.  replied,  that  he  had  been  very  careful  in 
what  he  had  stated.  There  was  no  evidence  that 
the  President  had  received  the  slightest  hint  from 
Mr.  Slidell  of  his  first  rejection  till  seven  or  eight 
days  after  the  order  to  march  was  given.  Nor  was 
this  first  act  of  rejection  final,  for  Mr.  Slidell  tells 
Mr.  Buchanan  that  it  is  still  his  opinion  that  lie 
shall  be  received.  And  instead  of  putting  the  order 
for  the  march  on  the  ground  of  the  rejection,  Mr. 
Buchanan,  on  the  2.5ih  of  January,  1846,  says  to 
Mr.  Slidell:  "The  President,  in  anticipation  of 
your  probable  rejection,  ordered  the  army  to  march 
to  a  position  on  the  Rio  Grande."  Yet,  in  the 
message  the  President  lays  stress  on  the  fact  that 
the  marcji  did  not  take  place  till  after  the  rejection. 
His  Secretary  says  he  gave  the  order  "  in  anlici- 
pafio?i"  of  the  rejection.  When  the  letter  giving 
an  account  of  it  was  received,  the  President  had 
reason  to  believe  that  our  Minister  would  still  be 
received.  Mr.  Slidell  tells  him  that  his  own  recep- 
tion would  depend  on  the  President's  settlement  of 
the  Oregon  question  :  if  he  should  settle  that  ques- 
tion peaceably,  he  would  be  received;  but  if  he 
went  to  war  with  Great  Britain,  he  would  not. 
Now,  tiie  President  knew  at  that  time  just  as  well 
as  he  did  afterwards,  that  he  did  not  mean  to  have 
a  war  with  England.  He  very  well  knew  in  his 
own  conscience  that  he  would  "back  out,"  as  the 
illustrious  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Adams]  had  predicted  on  that  floor  that  he  would 
do.  He  had  no  intention  of  fighting  Great  Britain. 
(If  I  am  not  mistaken,  that  is  not  the  sort  of  fight 
the  President  is  fond  of)  He  very  well  knew  that 
he  would  abandon  all  to  which  lie  said  "  our  right 
was  clear  and  unquestionable,"  and  that  then  he 
would  turn  on  a  weak  neighbor,  and  make  up  by 
■taking  from  her  for  what  he  had  given  away  to  a 
strong  one.  The  truth  is,  the  President  thought 
he  might  take  any  course  with  Mexico  that  he 
pleased,  and  thus  might  save  a  little  of  that  perish- 
able ai'ticle  called  "  glOry."  The  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  fell,  therefore,  into  a  great  mistake  when 
they  said  that  the  President  did  not  proceed  to  ex- 
treme measures  till  all  negotiation  was  at  an  Snd. 
All  negotiation  was  not  at  an  end.  On  the  contrary, 
the  final  rejection  itself  of  Mr.  Slidell  was  put  by- 
Mexico,  in  part,  on  the  very  fact  that  6ur  troops 
had  made  an  advance  into  territory  she  claimed  as 
her  own. 

And  now  1  come  to  the  question  of  title.  Ad- 
mitting all  the  President  says  to  be  true  as  to  the 
march  to  the  Rio  Grande,  I  ask,  was  the  left  bank 
of  that  river  a  part  of  the  United  States?  "Was 
the  soil  on  which  the  first  blood  was  shed  "  Amer- 
ican soil  ?"  Even  if  it  had  been,  the  President  had 
no  right  to  take  such  a  course  as  he  did;  but  was 
it  ours  or  not  ?  And  here  I  am  fully  aware  that  I 
am  treading  on  dangerous  ground.  1  know  full 
well,  that  if  a  man  says  he  does  not  believe  the 
region  on  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  is  American 
soil,  he  will  instantly  be  denounced  as  a  traitor. 
I  have  no  fear  of  such  denunciations.  None  at 
all.  I  am  quite  willing  to  be  called  a  traitor,  if 
that  is  treachery.  At  least  I  find  myself  in  excel- 
lent company — with  some  who  once  had  very  high 
standing.  They  were  told,  that  because  they 
doubted  our  right  to  the  country  along  tlie  left 
bank  of  the  river,  and  expressed  that  doubt,  they 
were  "giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy." 
The  President,  however,  is  remarkably  silent  on 
that  point  in  his  last  message.  We  hear  not  a 
note  on  that  string.  And  why.?  Because  he  is 
stung  to  tiie  quick  by  the  consciousness  that  he 
has  given  the  enemy  far  greater  "  aid  and  com- 
fort" himself.  He  ordered  "Mr.  Bancroft  to  ask 
that  the  British  captain  who  introduced  Paredes 
into  Vera  Cruz  shall  bo  discharged  from  the  ser- 
vice. By  a  late  arrival  we  learn  that  he  was  so 
discharged.  If  bringing  in  Paredes  was  good 
reason  why  a  British  captain  should  be  dismissed 
from  oifice,  why  is  not  the  bringing  in  of  Santa 
Anna  equally  good  reason  why  an  American  Pres- 
ident should  be  found  worthy  of  the  same  con- 


demnation .'  1  call  on  the  American  people  to  dis- 
charge the  President  from  office  for  admitting  San- 
ta Anna,  as  he  demanded  the  discharge  of  the 
British  officer  who  admitted  Paredes.  V/hen  I 
say  that  I  am  denounced  in  very  good  company, 
I  allude  to  gentlemen  of  hiu;h  standing,  public  men, 
eminent  men,  not  of  the  Whig  party.  The  first  I 
shall  name,  is  a  gentleman  whom  I  shall  mention 
with  theutmost  respect.  I  mean  the  former  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  "Aflairs,  [Mr. 
C.  J.  Ingersoll] — a  gentleman  w'hose  opinions 
come  with  great  weight — whose  opinion  on  any 
question  is  entitled  to  very  great  consideration. 
The  opinions  expressed  on  this  floor  by  that  gen- 
tleman, occupying  that  official  situation  in  the 
House,  are  matters  of  history;  they  may  be  called 
a  part  of  the  "j-esgeste,"  and,  as  he  was  presumed 
to  present  our  extreme  claims,  are  evidence  against 
us.  They  were  given  in  the  strong  and  peculiar 
language  whicli  that  gentleman  is  accustomed  to 
employ,  and  which  is  always  striking,  powerful, 
full  of  meaning:,  and  highly  attractive  to  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House.  The  part  of  tlie  speech  I 
allude  to  will  be  recollected, in  a  moment  by  every 
gentleman  who  heard  it,  and  by  many  who  did 
not,  but  have  seen  it  in  print.     It  was  as  follows: 

"The  ttrrritori.ll  limits  are  marked  in  the  confi:;uration  of 
this  continent  hy  an  Almiahty  hand.  The  Platte,  the  Ar- 
Ijansas,  the  Red,  and  the  Mississippi  rivors,  vvithont  connt- 
inj  great  tliongh  minor  streams  in  that  vast  terraqueous 
region  of  cotton,  sugar,  lead,  and  other  mighty  staples,  which 
have,  in  a  tew  years,  kept  pace  with  steam  itself  in  marvel- 
ous development — those  rivers  are  naturally  our  waters, 
with  their  estuaries  in  the  bayoCMe.xico. 

"The  stupendous  deserts  between  the  Nueces  and  the 
Bravo  rivers  are  the  natural  boundaries  hetweeu  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  and  the  Maurifanian  races.  There  [in  that  desert] 
ends  the  valley  of  the  West.  There  Mexico  begins.  Thenee, 
beyond  the  Bravo,  begin  the  Moorish  people  and  their  In- 
dian associates,  to  whom  Mexico  properly  helongs,  who 
should  not  cross  [what.'  the  Bravo.'  no;  hut]  that  vast 
DESERT  [between  tlie  Nueces  and  Bravo]  if  they  could,  as 
on  our  side  we  too  ought  to  stop  there,  because  intermina- 
ble conflicts  mu~t  ensue  either  on  our  goini  south  or  their 
coming  north  of  that  gigantic  boundary.  While  jieace  i:S 
cherished,  that  boundary  will  be  sacred.  Not  till  the  spirit 
ofronquest  rages  will  the  people  on  either  side  molest  or 
mix  with  each  other;  and  whenever  they  do,  one  or  the 
other  race  must  be  conquered,  if  not  extinguished."      *     * 

"  To  Mexico  we  offer  explanation  for  our  incorporation 
of  Texas — explanation  which  she  will  be  satisfied  with.  I 
shall  refrain  from  argument — from  arguing  the  extent  of 
that  explanation.  Although  the  public  correspondence  be- 
tween the  two  North  American  republics  has  become 
angry,  I  am  happy  to  be  authorized  to  assure  this  House 
that  those  best  acquainted  with  the  true  state  of  tilings  ap- 
prehend little  or  no  danger  of  war.  The  main  sinew  of 
war  (money)  will  heal  the  breach  and  end  the  controversy 
amicably.  It  affords  me  sreat  satisfaction  to  state  that  hos- 
tilities are  not  probable  with  Mexico." 

He  thus  told  us  that  there  existed  between  the 
Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande  "  stupendous  des- 
erts," which  formed  a  natural  boundary  between 
the  Anglo-Saxon  and  the  Mauritanian  races;  and 
that  whichever  of  them  should  cross  (not  tlie  Rio 
Grande,  but)  that  desert,  would  either  conquer  or 
be  conquered  by  the  other.  That  peace  was  safe 
so  Ion?  as  that  desert  was  not  crossed;  and  that  it 
never  would  be  until  the  spirit  of  conquest  was 
raging  in  one  nation  or  in  the  other.  The  gentle- 
man seems  to  have  been  inspired:  he  must  have 
had  the  spirit  of  prophecy;  while  thus  treating  of 
contingencies  yet  future,  he  was  in  reality  writing 
history,  and  facts  have  justified  every  word  he 
uttered.  True,  he  told  us  that  money  would  settle 
the  question.  There  wa.s  no  danger  of  bloodshed — 
money,  money  would  do  everything.  But  he  did 
not  know,  he  could  not  anticipate,  the  utter  mad- 
ness and  folly  which  would  rule  the  hour.  The 
gentleman  doubtless  would  have  settled  the  ques- 
tion; so  would  any  man  in  his  senses.  But  our 
President  first  gets  us  into  a  fight,  and  then  asks 
for  money  to  settle  the  question. 

But  this  honorable  gentleman  is  not  the  only 
ti-aitor.  There  is  another,  not  less  distinguished 
than  he.  Probably  gentlemen  anticipate  irie  when 
I  say  that  I  have  reference  to  an  eminent  Senator 
from  Missouri.  No  one  will  contradict  me  when 
I  affirm  that  there  exists  not  in  all  the  country  a 
man  better  or  so  well  acquainted  with  the  entire 
question  of  the  Texan  boundary.  He  has  made 
it  his  study.  He  wrote  upon  it  (as  he  is  rather 
fond  of  telling  the  Senate)  more  than  twenty  years 
ago,  under  the  signature  of  La  Salle.  What  does 
he  say  .?  His  language  is  so  sti-ong,  that,  had  I 
u^ed  anything  like  it,  I  should  have  lieen  branded 
as  a  traitor  of  the  deepest  dye.  I  quote  his  language. 
We  all  remember  it.  He  declares  that  the  terri- 
tory on  the  left  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  where 
the  President  sent  our  army,  is  not  "American 
soil" — it  is  Mexican  soil.     It  is  not  ours;  it  is 


hers.  He  affirms  that  the  true  boundary  lies  not 
in  the  river,  but  in  the  desert,  "  the  stupendous 
desert,"  between  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Nueces, 
and  was  along  the  heights  which  divide  the  itrbu- 
tary  sreams  running  into  the  two  rivers.  He  in- 
troduced a  bill  to  the  following  effect: 
Extract  from  Mr.  Benton's  bill  to  provide  for  the  annexation 
oj  Texas  to  the  United  Slates. 
"1.  The  boundary  of  the  arniexcd  territory  to  be  in  the 
desert  prairie  west  of  the  Nueces,  and  along  the  highlands 
and  mountain  lieights  which  divide  the  waters  of  the  Mis- 
sissip|)i  from  the  waters  of  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte,  and  to  lati- 
tude 42"  north." 

And  are  we  now  to  be  told  that  what  was  once 
Democi-aiic  truth  is  now  a  Whig  lie.'  Because  the 
President  usurped  our  power  to  take  possession  of 
that  portion  of  territory,  must  we  tlierefore  say 
that  it  is  American  soil .' 

But  my  witnesses  end  not  here.  I  have  more, 
and  not  lessdistinguished.  The  Hon.  Silas  Wright 
— the  late  lamented  Senator  from  New  York — in 
giving  the  reasons  to  his  own  constituents  why  he 
voted  against  the  ti'eaty  of  annexation,  stated  as 
one  ]3rincipal  one  that  the  Texas  to  be  annexed 
overran  the  Mexican  soil.  Now,  will  gentlemen 
tell  us  that  Silas  Wright  was  ignorant  of  the  ques- 
tion .'  That  he  did  not  understand  the  subject? 
Or  will  they  take  the  other  horn,  and  .say  he  was 
a  traitor,  and  belied  his  knowledge  of  the  truth? 
Are  we  not  safe  in  following  such  an  authority? 

But  I  have  yet  further  witnesses.  I  have  one 
that  the.'?e  gentlemen  will  hardly  venture  to  accuse 
either  of  ignorance  or  treachery.  It  is  the.  honor- 
able Secretary  of  War  himself.  Mr.  Secretary 
Marcy  has  given  us  another  proof  that  the  east 
bank  of  the  Rio  Grande  was  not  "  American  soil." 
He  states  in  his  letter  to  General  Taylor  that  there 
were  certain  military  posts  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  which  were  in  possession  of  the  Mex- 
icans, aad  which  were  not  to  be  disturbed.  Not 
to  be  disturbed?  Why  not?  Military  posts  in 
possession  of  a  foreign  nation  upon  American  soil! 
And  they  must  not  be  disturbed  !  Who  ever  heard 
of  such  an  absurdity  ?  These  Mexicans  are  spo- 
ken of  somewhere  in  the  documents  as  having  been 
there  so  long  as  to  have  contracted  "usages." 
They  had  held  these  posts  so  long  that  it  was  their 
"usage"  to  consider  them  as' their  own;  and  so 
foreign  military  posts  on  American  soil  were  not 
to  be  disturbed.  (Antliony  Wayne  received  orders 
of  a  different  tenure.)  Were  the  Mexicans,  then, 
invaders  when  they  occupied  these  positions  on  this 
side  of  the  river  ?  They  had  been  there  so  long  as 
to  have  settled  "  usages,"  and  yet  when  blood  was 
shed  there,  it  was  shed  upon  "American  soil." 

I  have  more  testimony.  Y/hat  did  General 
Taylor  write  to  this  same  Secretary  ?  He  tells  him 
that  at  Point  Isabel  the  Mexicans  fired  their  cus- 
tom-house and  other  buildings,  and  that  he  con- 
sidered this  as  an  "  act  of  hostility."  lagreev/itli 
him  :  it  was  unquestionably  an  act  of  hostility. 
Was  it  not  an  act  of  hostility  when  the  Russians 
fired  Moscow  on  the  approach  of  Bonaparte? 
Surely:  who  ever  thought  it  otherwise?  And  why 
was  not  the  same  thing  an  act  of  hostility  at  Roint 
Isabel?  Yet  we  are  told  by  the  President  that  all 
the  soil  was  ours.  Mexicans,  Mexican  military 
posts  were  on  it,  and  had  long  been  there  ;  yet  it 
was  "  American  soil,"  and  when  Mexican  troops 
came  there  it  was  invasion,  and  justified  the  war. 
But  I  go  still  further.  In  1836,  General  Jackson 
sent  a  messenger,  Mr.  Morfit,  of  this  city,  (it  is  so 
long  ago  now  that  I  suppose  the  gentleman  and 
his  very  name  are  forgotten,  but  President  Jackson 
mentions  it  in  his  message  ;)  and  this  agent,  sent 
to  examine  ev(?rything  relating  to  the  boundary, 
makes  to  the  President  his  official  report.  In  that 
document,  he  says  that  the  Nueces  was  the  bound- 
ary before  the  last  revolution.  The  country  was 
afterwards  claimed  by  Texas  up  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
up  that  river  to  latitude  thirty  degrees,  and  thence 
due  west  to  the  Pacific.  It  was  their  intention  to 
insist  on  this,  on  all  this,  as  part  of  Texas;  but, 
on  further  consideration,  he  says,  they  found  it 
would  be  incoiivenicnl  to  go  to  the  Pacific.  Btit 
suppose  they  had  persisted  in  that  claim.  Suppose 
they  had  claimed  across  to  the  Pacific,  would  the 
President  have  been  justified  in  sending  a  fleet 
round  by  sea  and  takiiig  San  Francisco  by  way  of 
protecting  Texas?  Yet  he  might  with  just  as  much 
justice  have  done  this  as  order  our  troops  to  the 
Rio  Grande.  The  Texan  conveniion,  J\ir.  Morfit 
says,  contained  representatives  from  all  lexas, 
and  "  from  San  Patricio,  on  theMieccs,  the  extreme 
ivcsUrn  boundary,  to  tlie  Sabine."     It  has,  to  be 
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sure,  rather  a  Spanish  sound,  even  that  "  San  Pa- 
tricio." And,  in  tlie  Texan  State  constitution, 
district  No.  19  of  Texas  is  said  to  be  that  same 
"  San  Patricio." 

But,  it  is  said,  Texas  made  a  treaty  with  Santa 
Anna.  I  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  that 
point;  and  I  ask  if  President  Polk  liad  commanded 
in  person,  and  lost  the  battle  of  Bueiia  Vista,  (not 
a  thing  hard  to  be  supposed,)  and  had  been  taken 
prisoner  by  the  iVlexicans,  and  he,  while  in  cap- 
tivity in  the  lialls  of  the  Montezumas,  had  made  a 
treaty  ceding  a  part  of  Louisiana,  would  gentle- 
men have  been  willing  to  assent  to  that  instrument.' 
Would  they  have  adnn'tted  it  to  be  of  binding 
validity .'  It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that,  after  this  so- 
called  treaty  had  been  made  by  Santa  Anna,  Go- 
rostiza,the  Ale.xican  minister  here,  sent  to  General 
Jackson  the  protest  of  the  Mexican  nation  against 
any  treaty  that  the  captive  Santa  Anna  might  have 
made,  because  when  he  made  it  lie  was  under  du- 
ress. Yes,  this  Napoleon  of  the  West  was  a  pris- 
oner to  General  Houston,  against  whom  he  would 
have  made  a  very  brilliant  affair,  if  it  had  not  un- 
fortunately ended  in  his  discomfiture, and  his  being 
found  hidden  in  the  grass.  Well,  he  wrote  a  let- 
ter to  Generaljackson,  as  Napoleon  did  to  George 
111.,  in  which,  while  he  said  and  swore  he  would 
sutler  a  thousand  deaths  and  I  know  not  how  many 
tortures  rather  than  yield  one  inch  of  ground  to 
Texas,  yet,  still,  as  the  Texans  would  not  be  sat- 
isfied and  would  not  be  quiet  otherwise,  he  was 
willing  to  yield  to  their  wishes;  and  he  asked  Old 
Hickory  to  give  his  aid  in  carrying  into  efl'ect  his 
treaty  with  Texas.  And  here  is  the  answer  of 
Andrew  Jackson  to  this  redoubtable  letter.  He 
knew  that  the  treaty  was  nothing,  and  he  tells  him 
so.  In  reference  to  the  agreement  you  have  pro- 
posed, we  are  forbidden  to  recognize  it,  because 
you  arc  a  prisoner:  so,  Mr.  Santa  Anna,  I'll  have 
nothing  more  to  do  with  you. 

"  Hermitage,  Septcmher  4,  1836. 
"Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  ackiiowied:;e  the  receiptor 
j'Oiir  lettiT  oI'lhR  4lh  of  July  last,  which  has  been  foiward- 
ed  to  ine  by  GHiieral  Sam  Houston,  under  cover  of  one  from 
him,  transmitted  by  an  express  from  General  Gaines,  who 
is  in  command  of  the  United  States  forces  on  the  Texan 
frofttior.  The  <ireat  object  of  the.^e  coiiimunicatiotis  appears 
to  ba  to  put  an  end  to  ttse  di-astcrs  wliich  necessarily  attend 
the  civil  war  now  raying  in  Texas,  and  a>Ring  the  interposi- 
tion of  the  United  States  in  I'urthering  so  humane  and  desi- 
rable a  purpose.  Tliat  any  well-intended  efl'ort  of  yours  in 
aid  of  this  object  should  have  been  defeated  is  calculated  to 
excite  the  re^'ret  of  all  who  justly  appreciate  the  blessings 
of  p«aee,  and  vvlio  take  an  interest  in  the  causes  which  con- 
tribute to  the  prosperity  of  iVIexico,in  her  domestic  as  well 
as  her  foreijjn  relations. 

'•The  Government  of  the  United  States  is  ever  anxious 
to  cultivate  peace  and  friendship  with  all  nations,  but  it  pro- 
ceeds on  the  principle  that  all  nations  have  tlit- right  to  alter, 
amend,  or  change  their  own  governn)Cnt,  a;  tlie  sovereign 
power  (the  people)  may  direct.  In  this  respect  it  never  in- 
terferes with  the  policy  of  other  Powers,  nor  can  it  permit 
any  on  the  part  of  otln-rs  with  its  internal  policy.  Consist- 
ently with  this  principle,  whatever  we  can  do  to  restore 
peace  between  contendins  nations,  or  remove  the  causes  of 
misunderstanding,  is  cheerfully  at  the  service  of  those  who 
are  willing  to  rely  upon  our  good  offices  as  a  friend  or 
mediator. 

"  In  reference,  however,  to  the  asreement  which  you,  as 
the  representative  of  Mexico,  have^niade  with  Texas,  and 
which  invites  the  interpo.-ition  of  the  United  States,  you 
will  at  once  see  that  we  are  forbidden,  by  the  character  of 
the  communications  made  to  us  through  the  Mexican  min- 
ist'T,  from  considering  it.  That  Government  has  notified 
us,  that  as  long  as  you  are  a  prisoner,  no  act  of  yours  will 
be  regarded  as  binding  by  the  Mexican  authorities.  Under 
these  circumstance..),  it  will  be  manifest  to  you  that  good 
faith  to  Mexico,  as  wcdl  as  the  general  principle  to  which  I 
have  adverted  as  forming  the  basis  of  our  intercourse  with 
all  foreign  Powers,  makes  it  impossible  for  me  to  take  any 
step  like  that  you  have  anticipated.  If,  however,  Mexico 
should  signify  her  willingness  to  avail  Ik  rsflf  of  our  good 
offices  in  bringing  about  the  desirable  result  you  have  de- 
scribed, nothing  could  give  me  more  pleasure  than  to  devote 
my  best  services  to  it.  To  be  instrumental  in  terminating 
the  eviLs  of  civil  war,  and  in  substituting  in  Ihcir  strad  the 
bl«>isings  of  paace,  is  a  divine  privilege.  Every  (J.n  ( nuiient 
and  the  people  of  all  countries  should  feel  it  their  lii^hr^t 
liappincss  to  enjoy  an  opportunity  of  thus  manitesiin- "their 
love  of  each  other,  and  their  interest  in  the  general  prin- 
ciples which  apply  to  them  all  a.s  members  of  the  common 
family  of  man. 

"  Your  letter,  and  that  of  General  Houston,  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  Texan  army,  will  be  made  the  basis  of  an 
eirly  interview  with  the  Mexican  minister  at  Washin-ton 
rhey  will  hasfn  my  reliirn  to  VVnshington,  to  which  place 
I  will  set  out  in  a  lew  pays,  expecting  to  reach  it  by  the  1st 
of  October.  In  the  mean  time  Ihope  Mexico  and  Texas 
feeling  that  war  i*  the  greatest  of  calnmities,  will  pause 
belore  another  campaimi  is  undertaken,  and  can  add  to  the 
numfier  of  llio-e  scenes  of  l.loodsh-d  which  have  already 
marked  tlic  progress  of  their  contest,  and  have  given  so 
much  pain  to  their  Christian  friends  throughout  th(;\vorld. 
"'Phis  is  sent  undercover  to  General  Houston,  who  will 
give  it  a  safe  convcynnce  to  you. 

"  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 
,,™    ^        ,  .  "  A  VOKF.W  JACKSON. 

"  To  Gen.  A.ntomo  Lopez  pe  Santa  An.va." 


But  what  says  President  Polk.'  He  says  that 
tliis  treaty  of  Santa  Anna's  is  an  argument  to 
prove  that  American  blood  had  been  shed  on 
American  soil.  I  am  not  surprised  at  that;  but  I 
confess  I  was  surprised  when  1  found  that  so  dis- 
tinguished a  lawyer  as  the  Senator  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson]  had  brought  it  forward 
as  worthy  of  consideration. 

Here  Mr.  D.'s  hour  expired,  and  the  hammer 
of  the  Cliairman  fell. 

Mr.  BEDINGER  then  obtained  the  floor,  but 
yielded  to  a  motion  that  the  committee  rise;  which 
jjrevailing. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  progress, 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  January  24,  1848. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  the  credentials  of  Plon.  Sam 

HouGTON,  elected  a  Senator  of  the  United  States 

from  the  State  of  Texas  for  tlie  term  of  six  yeai-s, 

from  the  4th  March,  1847. 

The  credentials  having  been  read, Mr.  Houston 
was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

INIEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  a  petition  from  Rob- 
ert Shaw  and  other  respectable  merchants  of  Bos- 
ton, complaining  of  the  unjust  operation  of  the 
eighth  section  of  the  tariff  act  of  1846,  and  praying 
that  it  may  be  amended,  so  that  the  standard  of 
weight  ami  measure,  on  which  the  ad  valorem  du- 
ties were  assessed,  might  be  fixed  and  uniform; 
which  was  I'eferred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  also  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  Bedford  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying 
for  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage;  wliich  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  also  presented  a  memorial  from 
ministers  and  laymen  of  Unitarian  congregations, 
praying  for  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  sfieedy 
restoration  of  peace;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  also  presented  a  petition,  sim- 
ilar in  its  import,  from  citizens  of  Billerica,  Mas- 
sachusetts; which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  piesented  a  petition  from  J.  J. 
Flournoy,  praying  the  adoption  of  a  mode  of  set- 
tling intei-national  disputes  by  arbitration;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  LEWIS  presented  a  petition  from  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  pray- 
ing for  the  establishment  of  a  national  armory  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Tuscaloosa;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BACtBY  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying  the 
passage  of  a  law  for  reducing  and  graduating  the 
price  of  the  public  lands;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  psrpers  in  relation 
to  the  pafent  of  Jethro  Wood;  which  were  refen-ed 
to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  also  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  Nunda,  New  York,  praying  a  reduction 
in  the  rates  of  postage;  wliich  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  piesented  a  petition  from 
Amos  Doughty,  a  soldier  of  the  last  war,  praying 
for  a  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  presented  a  petition  from  Rey- 
nolds May,  praying  to  be  released  from  a  judg- 
ment obtained  against  him  by  the  United  States; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr.  R.  JOHNSON  pi-esented  a  petition  from 
Alexander  Murdoch,  praying  the  return  of  duties 
on  articles  imported  for  the  Presbyterian  church; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Alfairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution  for  the 
relief  of  Jonathan  Lewis;  which  was  read  a  first 
time. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  rcportcil  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeanctte  C. 
Huntington,  widow  and  executrix  of  William 
Cheever,  deceased  ;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  require   the  holders   of 


military  land  warrants  to  compensate  the  land  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States  for  services  in  relation  to 
the  location  of  these  warrants;  which  was  read  a 
first  time. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported, without  amendment,  a  bill  granting  a  right 
of  way  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  a  donation  of 
public  lands  fqr  making  a  railroad  to  connect  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Mississippi  with  the  chain  of 
northern  lakes  at  Chicago. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Oliver  C.  Harris; 
which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  UPHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of  Gnstavns  B.  Horner. 

Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  jMilli- 
kin  and  others,  to  secure  certain  rights  to  pre- 
emption in  the  State  of  Louisiana;  which  was  read 
a  first  time. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 
Don  Carlos  Buell. 

Mr.  BADGER,  fiom  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  placing  the  officer  who  per- 
forms the  duty  of  adjutant  at  the  Military  Acad- 
emy on  an  equality,  as  to  pay  and  allowances, 
with  the  adjutants  of  regiments;  which  was  read 
a  first  time. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported,  without  amendment,  a 
bill  supplemental  to  an  act  passed  the  9ih  day  of 
July,  1846,  entitled  "  An  act  to  retrocede  the  coun- 
ty of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Coluinbia,  to 
the  Slate  of  Virginia. " 

RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER, 

Revolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quej-tt'd  to  couimunicate  to  the  Senate,  if  not  inconsistent 
with  the  public  interest,  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Wise, 
late  Minister,  Sie.,  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of 
Brazil,  with  the  Department  of  State  of  the  United  States, 
and  with  the  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  of  Brazil,  with  the  accompanying  papers,  as  em- 
braced in  his  despatches  from  number  53  to  nuniber64  inclu- 
sive, and  in  his  de-patch  from  off  the  capes  of  Vircinia, 
dated  October  9.  1847,  and  in  his  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
Stale,  dated  at  Washington,  November  3,  1S47 ;  and  tlie"de- 
spatches  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr.  Wise, 
number  30,  dated  the  2d  February,  1847,  and  number  33, 
dated  23th  March,  1847;  all  relating  to  the  imprisonment  of 
Alonzo  B.  Davis,  a  lieutenant  of  the  United  States  navy, 
and  three  seamen  of  the  United  States,  by  the  police  author- 
ity of  the  city  of  Rio  de  Janeiro,  on  the  3Ut  of  October,  1846. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WESTCOTT, 

Rrsjhed,  That  the^Couimittee  on  the  Judiciary  he  in- 
struated  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  increasing  the  salary 
of  the  United  Stales  District  Judge  ior  South  Floridii. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WESTCOTT, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  be  directeil 
to  reiioit  to  the  Senate  such  information  as  he  may  have  in 
his  possession,  or  may  obtain,  that  he  deems  important  with 
reference  to  further  legislation  by  Congress,  for  the  preven- 
tion of  the  explo.-ion  of  steam-boilers  used  in  boats,  or  for 
emiines  on  railroads,  and  whether  any  anicndraents  to  the 
patent  laws  are  advisable  to  effect  sucli  object. 

Mr.  CAMERON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution; which  lies  over  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  authorized 
to  (Mn|)loy  a  clerk,  to  whom  the  usual  per  diem  compensa- 
tion shall  be  paid,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate. 

The  following  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
BERRIEN,  was  taken  up  for  consideration: 

,  R(  solved.  That  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  hero- 
quested  to  furnish  to  the  Senate  copies  of  the  letters,  re- 
ports, or  other  communications  which  are  referred  to  in  the 
letter  of  General  Zaehary  Taylor,  dated  at  New  Orleans, 
20th  of  July,  1845,  and  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  which  are  so  referred  to  as  containing  the  views  of  Geii- 
cial  Taylor  previously  communicated,  in  regard  to  the  line 
proper  to  be  occupied  at  that  time  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
acted  on.  He  had  had  a  conversation  with  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
who  had  stated  that  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

WASHINGTON  MONUMENT. 

Mr.  MILLER  moved  to  postpone  the  previous 
orders,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  joint  reso- 
lution authorizing  the  erection  on  the  public 
grounds  in  the  city  of  Washington  of  a  monument 
to  George  Washington. 

The  niotion  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  re- 
ported without  amendment;  and  the  question  being 
on  its  engrossment — 

Mr.  ALLEN  expressed  a  desire  that  the  joint 
resolution  might  be  postponed  until  the  Senator 
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from  Missouri,  who  might  be  expected  in  liis  seat 
to-morrow,  should  be  present. 

Mr.  MILLER  hoped  there  would  be  no  further 
postponement.  The  resolution  had  been  already 
too  long  postponed,  and  it  was  desirable  that  no 
further  delay  should  take  place.  He  had  been 
given  to  understand  that  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
did  not  desire  the  resolution  to  be  delayed  on  his 
account. 

The  joint  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  was  read  a  thud  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  communicating  the  information 
called  for  by  Mr.  Dayton's  resolution  of  the  13ih 
instant,  relative  to  "  forced  contributions"  in  Mex- 
ico. 

PUBLIC   DOMAIN  IN  MEXICO. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Baldwin,  was  taken  up  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Pieiident  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quusteil  to  coinmunicate  to  tlie  Senate  any  intbrmHtion  he 
may  p;)sses3  in  regard  to  tlie  extent  and  valuR  of  the  public 
doriiain  (if  any)  belonging  to  the  R-epublic  of  Mexico;  and 
also  in  regard  to  the  power  of  that  Republic,  under  the  fun- 
damental law  tiieieof,  to  cede  to  any  foreign  Government, 
whether  monarchical  or  republican,  the  sovereignty  and 
dominion  over  any  of  the  members  of  that  Confederacy,  or 
the  people  thereof. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  asked  for  a  secc^nd  reading 
of  the  resolution;  and  after  it  had  been  read,  re- 
marked, that  before  the  vote  of  the  Senate  was 
taken  on  the  resolution,  he  should  desire  to  have 
some  explanation  of  it  offered  by  the  mover. 

Mr.  BALDWIN.  I  will  state,  Mr.  President, 
in  a  few  words,  the  object  which  I  have  in  view 
in  moving  that  resolution.  The  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  his  message  at  the  opening  of 
the  session,  has  informed  Congress  that  the  Repub- 
lic of  Mexico  has  no  means  of  indemnifying  us  for 
the  claims  of  our  citizens  except  by  a  cession  of 
her  territory  or  a  portion  thereof.  He  has  also 
stated  in  his  message,  that  it  must  have  been  the 
intention  of  Congress  in  theiract  of  the  last  session, 
and  particularly  in  the  appropriation  of  three  mil- 
lions, with  a  view  to  negotiate  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  Mexico,  to  acquire  a  cession  of  territory 
from  the  Republic;  and  to  acquire  probably  the  ces- 
sion of  territory  of  greater  value  than  the  amount 
of  the  claims  which  might  be  due  to  our  citizens. 
Now,  sir,  the  object  of  the  first  part  of  the  resolu- 
tion is  to  inquire  whether  the  President  possesses 
any  information,  and  if  so,  to  request  him  to  com- 
municate it  to  the'Senate,  in  regard  to  the  extent 
and  value  of  the  public  domain  of  Mexico,  which 
it  is  in  the  power  of  that  Government  to  cede  to  the 
United  States — whether  Mexico  has  any  public 
domain  whatever — whether  she  has  any  land,  any 
means,  any  available  property  which  may  be  con- 
verted into  the  means  of  paying  the  United  States 
claimants;  or  whether  the  President,  in  his  recom- 
mendation to  pursue  the  war  for  the  purpose  of 
acquiring  territory,  has  in  view  simply  the  acqui- 
sition of  dominion  over  the  people,  or  any  part  of 
the  Mexican  Republic.  And,  sir,  if  the  latter  be 
the  object — if  Mexico  has  no  public  domain — if  we 
are  not  seeking  the  acquisition  of  property  as  such, 
but  are  seeking  simply  for  the  acquisition  of  do- 
minion, then,  sir,  the  object  of  the  second  part  of 
the  resolution  is  to  inquire  of  the  President  whether 
he  possesses  any  information,  and  if  so,  to  request 
him  to  communicate  the  information  to  the  Senate, 
in  reference  to  the  pov/er  of  the  Mexican  Republic 
to  cede,  either  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  any  foreign  Government,  either  of  the 
States  of  that  Confederacy ,  the  sovereignty  of  either 
of  the  States  of  that  Confederacy ,  or  any  portion  of 
the  people  thereof. 

I  ask  this  information,  sir,  to  enable  me  to  act 
intelligently,  and  to  enable  the  Senate  to  act  intel- 
ligently, not  only  upon  the  recotrimendation  of  the 
President,  but  upon  the  resolutions  which  are  now 
pending  before  the  Senate — the  resolutions  offered 
by  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Hannegan,] 
asserting  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  acquire 
the  dominion,  and  the  possibility  that  it  may  be- 
come necessary  to  acquire  the  dominion,  over  the 
Republic  of  Mexico.  I  ask  it  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  me  to  act  intelligently  upon  those  resolu- 
tions. I  ask  it  also  in  reference  to  the  resolutions 
of  the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Dickinson,] 
asserting  that  it  is  the  true  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  strengthen  its  com- 
mercial relations  and  its  political  relations;  also, 
the  annexation  of  contiguous  territory,  wherever 
it  may  be  justly  acquired.     I  wish  to  know,  also, 


whether  Mexico  has  the  power  of  ceding  to  the 
Unite'd  States  any  portion  of  the  sovereignty  over 
any  of  the  members  of  that  Republic — whether 
we  can  lawfullyand  justlyacquire  the  sovereignty, 
either  by  demanding  a  treaty  of  cession  or  in  any 
other  way.  For  it  must  be  known  to  the  members 
of  the  Senate,  that  when  Mexico  was  an  empire, 
under  the  government  of  Iturbide,  he  was  required 
to  take  an  oath,  on  entering  upon  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Government,  that  he  never  would  cede 
or  alienate  any  portion  of  its  territory.  We  all 
know,  that  when  the  Government  was  overthrown, 
and  a  confederated  republic  was  established  in  its 
room,  by  the  union,  for  that  purpose,  of  the  nine- 
teen States  composing  the  Republic  of  Mexico, 
that  union  was  based  upon  the  same  principles 
upon  which  our  Government  is  founded,  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  having  been  adopted 
as  the  model  of  that  of  the  Mexican  Republic. 
And,  sir,  need  I  ask  whether  any  authority  could 
be  derived  from  a  constitution  modelled  after  our 
own  for  the  cession  to  a  foreign  Government  of 
any  portion  of  the  sovereignty  over  any  of  the 
territories  of  States  composing  that  Republic' 
Does  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  suppose 
that  it  would  i»e  competent  for  this  Government 
to  cede,  in  payment  of  the  claims  of  a  foreign 
Government  against  us,  any  one  of  the  States  of 
this  Union?  Did  the  State  of  Maine,  or  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  hold  to  any  such  doctrine,  when 
the  northeastern  boundary  question  was  in  agita- 
tion before  the  country?  Did  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  suppose  that  they  could,  for  the 
purpose  of  settling  that  great  national  controversy, 
cede  to  Great  Britain  any  portion  of  the  State  of 
Maine,  without  the  assent  of  that  State  first  ob- 
tained? If,  then,  these  are  the  doctrines  of  this 
i  Republic,  I  wish  to  know  whether,  when  the 
President  of  the  United  States  recommends  to 
Congress  to  obtain  a  cession  of  territory  from  the 
Mexican  Republic,  and  to  pursue  this  war  into 
"  the  very  vitals  of  tliat  Republic,"  until  thereby 
such  cession  is  obtained — I  wish  to  know  whether 
the  Mexican  Republic  has  the  right  to  make  this 
cession,  before  I  can  decide  intelligently  the  ques- 
tion whether  this  Republic  can  in  honor  make  the 
demand  of  Mexico'.  I  wish  first  to  know  whether 
Mexico  has  the  power  to  comply  with  that  demand 
consistently  with  the  fundamental  principle  upon 
which  that  Government  is  based.  We  all  know, 
that  by  the  general  principles  of  the  law  of  nations, 
it  is  not  competent  for  a  Government  to  dismem- 
ber itself  by  the  cession  of  the  sovereignty  over 
any  portion  of  its  people  to  a  foreign  Power;  and 
that  if  it  attempts,  for  the  promotion  of  its  own  in- 
terests, to  make  such  a  cession,  it  is*optional,  by 
the  law  of  nations,  with  that  member  of  the  Gov- 
ernment which  it  is  attempted  to  cede  away  to  a 
foreign  jurisdiction,  to  assent  to  such  a  cession  and 
yield  obedience,  or  not,  as  it  may  be  able  to  sustain 
a  position  independently  or  not.  But,  sir,  who  are 
the  parties  in  the  present  case?  What  are  the 
principles  upon  which  our  Government  is  based, 
and  upon  which  the  Mexican  Republic  is  based  by 
its  constitution,  modelled  after  our  own  ? — and  to 
what  result  do  the  considerations  deducible  from 
these  institutions  lead  us,  other  than  I  have  stated, 
unless  there  be  in  the  possession  of  the  President 
information  which  he  may  have  it  in  his  power  to 
communicate  to  the  Senate  which  would  change 
the  result?  Our  Government  is  based,  sir,  as  we 
all  know,  upon  that  great  declaration,  that  the  rijcht 
of  sovereignty  is  inalienably  in  the  people.  The 
Mexican  Government  was,  as  I  have  remarked, 
based  upon  the  same  principle;  and  are  we,  who 
sent  forth  this  declaration  of  popular  right — a  dec- 
laration at  war  with  the  then  existing  institutions 
of  the  world,  and  utterly  at  variance  with  the  great 
dogma  upon  which  they  were  based,  of  the  divine 
right  of  kings  to  govern  and  the  duty  of  the  peo- 
ple to  obey, — are  we,  I  ask,  who  claim  to  have  dis- 
covered and  promulgated  for  the  first  time  the  in- 
alienable right  of  sovereignty  in  the  people,  now 
about  to  ask  of  a  sister  Republic  that  she  shall 
transfer  to  another  Government  a  portion  of  her 
people,  loyal  to  their  own  Government  and  desir- 
ous of  remaining  under  its  protection  ?  The  object 
of  my  resolution  is  to  seek  for  such  information  as 
the  President  may  possess,  other  than  that  which 
we  can  derive  only  from  our  knowledge  of  the  in- 
stitutions of  these  two  Republics,  wliich  will  en- 
able us  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  demanding  and 
endeavoring  by  force  of  arms  to  compel  that  Re- 
public to  make  a  cession  of  a  part  of  itself,  with  a 


portion  of  its  people,  thereby  transferring  them  as 
property  to  be  governed  by  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  United  States,  it  is  true,  sir,  have  heretofore 
acquired  territory  by  the  cession  of  other  Govern- 
ments. But  in  what  circumstances  have  these 
acquisitions  been  made?  In  the  first  place,  the 
United  States,  claiming  the  proprietorship  of  all 
the  territories  included  within  the  original  juris- 
diction of  the  States  which  had  extensive  domains, 
held  that,  inasmuch  as  those  territorial  domains 
had  been  acquired  by  the  common  efforts  of  the 
Confederacy,  the  jurisdiction  should  be  ceded  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  under  certain 
conditions;  and  after  a  long  struggle  a  compromise 
was  made,  by  which  the  United  States  acquired 
the  territory  and  jurisdiction  which  they  claimed, 
and  whicli  had  been  also  claimed  by  the  ceding 
States.  That  was  the  first  instance,  if  such  it  can 
be  called,  of  an  acquisition  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  of  that  which  they  claimed  to  be 
already  their  own,  by  the  cession  of  the  States  with- 
in whose  original  territorial  limits  the  domain  was 
included.  The  next  instance, ''was  the  cession  of 
Louisiana  by  France.  But  that  was  the  cession 
of  a  distant  colony,  claimed  byfa  monarchical 
Government  in  the  Okl  World.  We  stood  in  that 
case  upon  an  entirely  different  principle  from  that 
now  assumed  in  seeking  a  cession  of  territory  by 
a  sister  Republic  on  our  own  continent.  Then 
came  the  cession  of  the  Floridas — a  cession  made 
under  similar  circumstances  to  that  of  Louisiana, 
the  territory  being  but  an  appendage  to  a  mon- 
archy of  the  Old  World.  Next  we  have  the 
cession  of  Texas.  That  was  a  cession  made  by 
the  people  themselves,  who  claimed  to  have  estab- 
lished an  independent  Government — who  claimed 
to  possess  the  sovereignty  of  the  territory  which 
they  undertook  to  transfer  and  annex  to  the  Union. 
They  yielded  up  voluntarily,  in  convention,  by  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  people,  the  sovereignty 
which  they  felt  they  were,  of  themselves,  unable 
to  maintain. 

But,  sir,  we  are  now  called  upon  for  the  first 
time,  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  enter 
upon  the  career  of  conqtiest — to  seek  the  acquisi- 
tion of  territory  by  a  forced  cession  from  a  sister 
Republic,  of  territory  now  under  the  dominion  of 
the  people  of  another  Government.  We  now  seek 
to  transfer  that  people  to  our  Government,  and  to 
transfer  them,  as  an  appendage  to  this  Republic — 
or  a  "territorial  appendage,"  in  the  language  of 
the  resolution — and  perhaps  that  may  be  inferred 
to  be  the  object  of  the  recommendation  contained 
in  the  message  of  the  President.  But  I  can  hardly 
suppose,  that  it  is  now  seriously  intended  by  any 
one  to  incorporate  that  domain  as  an  integral  part 
of  the  United  States — to  invite  them  to  come  in 
and  participate  in  the  government  of  this  Republic. 
If  incorporated  at  all,  we  are  asked  to  incorporate 
them  as  a  "  territorial  appendage"  to  this  Govern- 
ment. Now,  the  object  of  the  resolution,  whichfl 
have  had  the  honor  to  submit,  is  to  ascertain  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  whether  he 
possesses  any  information  which  he  can  commu- 
nicate to  the  Senate,  showing  that  such  a  cession 
can  be  made  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  in  con- 
sistency with  the  fundamental  law  of  the  Repub- 
lic? 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.  So  far  as  the  first  branch 
of  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut 
is  concerned,  I  do  not  know,  sir,  that  I  have  any 
objection  to  offer.  But  I  presume  the  answer 
to  it  would  necessarily  be,  that  the  President  has 
no  information  upon  the  subject.  It  amounts  to 
nothing.  I  pass,  then,  to  the  second  branch  of 
the  resolution.  The  Senator,  in  tlie  course  of  his 
remarks,  thought  proper  to  refer  to  certain  resolu- 
tions which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Sen- 
ate a  short  time  since.  I  was  not  in  the  Senate  on 
Thursday  last,  at  the  moment  when  the  Senator 
introduced  his  resolution,  and  I  knew  nothing  of 
its  introduction,  or  of  its  import,  till  I  heard  it  read 
this  morning  at  the  Secretary's  desk.  With  re- 
gard to  my  own  resolutions,  I  do  not  feel  myself 
called  upon  to  say  anything  on  them  now;  but 
with  reference  to  the  second  branch  of  the  resolu- 
tion offered  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut, 1  must  make  a  few  remarks.  I  object  to 
that  part  of  the  resolution  on  si-vernl  grounds. 
And,  in  the  first  place,  I  remark,  that  that  informa- 
tion which  it  caHs  upon  the  President  to  commu- 
nicate to  us  is  presumed  to  bo  as  fully  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  members  of  this  body  as  it  can  be  in 
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that  of  the  President  himself.  The  resolution  asks 
the  President  to  communicate  information  relative 
to  the  fundamental  law  of  a  foreign  Government. 
Well,  sir,  it  is,  1  believe,  to  be  presumed  that  we 
ought  to  know  as  much  as  the  Executive  about  the 
fundamental  law  of  a  foreign  Government.  The 
call  is  therefore  altogether  unnecessnry. 

Th.e  question  discussed  at  some  length  by  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut  is  one,  not  for  us,  but  for 
Mexico  to  determine.  It  is  for  JVIexico  to  say 
whether,  under  her  fundamental  law — if  funda- 
mental law  she  has — there  is  power  to  cede  any  or 
every  foot  of  territory  she  possesses.  That  power 
Mexico  herself  has  already  recognized.  She  has 
already  exerted  that  power.  Pending  the  nego- 
tiations anterior  to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  Mex- 
ico, as  every  member  of  this  Senate  well  knows, 
iiiade  the  offer  to  Texas  of  a  recognition  of  her 
independence,  on  condition  that  she  should  refuse 
annexation  to  the  United  States;  thereby  admitting 
that  she  had  the  power  to  dispose  of  any  portion 
of  her  territory  at  her  will.  She  always  claimed 
Texas  as  hers  till  lliat  period.  I  did  not  catch 
distinctly  the  whole  of  the  remarks  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut,  but  if  I  understood  the 
purport  of  his  argument,  he  holds  that  the  power 
of  makmg  a  cession  of  terriioiy  may  belong  to  a 
monarchy,  but  does  not  exist  in  a  repuljlic.  The 
Senator  shakes  his  head.  Does  he  then  deny  the 
existence  of  that  power  in  a  monarchy.'  If  he 
does,  he  denies  a  principle  as  old — I  was  about  to 
say — as  time;  certainly  one  coexistent  with  the 
monarchical  form  oi"  government.  There  never 
was  a  monarchy  upon  the  face  of  the  earth  where 
the  question  could  be  raised  as  to  the  right  to  dis- 
pose of  her  territory  or  dominions,  or  any  part  of 
them — never.  It  is  quite  enough  to  refer  to  the 
treaties  of  peace  concluded  at  the  termination  of 
wars  between  great  monarchies,  in  order  to  show, 
that  under  that  form  of  government  the  power  of 
ceding  territory  was  always  exercised.  That  right 
has  always  been  exercised  in  monarchical  govern- 
ments, and  I  will  briefly  show  that  tlie  majority 
lias  asserted  the  same  power  in  this  country.  But 
1  contend  here  that  Mexico,  being  neither  a  mon- 
archy nor  a  republic,  nor  an  aristocracy,  but  an 
anarchy,  must  have  the  I'ight  somewhere.  The 
Senator  speaks  of  a  fundamental  law  in  Mexico, 
about  which  he  would  call  upon  the  President 
to  deliver  a  message.  What  is  that  fundamental 
law?  What  has  it  been  from  1832,  till  the  present 
hour.'  Why,  sir,  it  has  been  nothing  but  the 
arbitrary  will  of  each  successive  military  despot 
who  has  raised  himself  to  supreme  power  by  his 
sword. 

But  with  regard  to  the  power  of  making  a  ces- 
sion of  territory  in  a  republican  Government,  we 
know  that  the  majority  have  twice  decided  in  this 
body  that  it  existed  here.  First,  in  the  settlement 
of  the  northeastern  boundary,  you  find,  by  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  Senate  recorded  upon  your 
Journals,  that  it  was  declared  tliat  the  whole  of 
that  disputed  territory  was  the  ))roperty Of  the 
United  States,  and  yet,  by  the  Ashburton  treaty, 
a  large  portion  of  the  territory  thus  declared  to  be 
ours  was  surrendered.  I  repeat,  by  a  unanimous 
vote  of  the  Senate  (if  I  am  in  error  I  can  be  cor- 
rected ;  but  I  believe  I  am  right)  the  whole  of  that 
territory  was  declared  to  be  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  and  yet  a  treaty  ratiiied  by  the 
Senate  surrendered  a  large  portion  of  that  territory, 
and  the  most  valuable  in  a  military  jioint  of  view. 
Then,  again,  the  second  instance  is  allorded  in  that 
blackest  feature  in  our  history — the  sc^ttleiTient  of 
the  Oregon  question — in  whicli,  after  almost  every 
department  of  the  Government  had  declared  that 
our  title  to  the  whole  of  Oregon  was  unnuestiona- 
blc,  wc  yielded  up  a  laige  part  to  lMii<lan(f.  'I'here 
exists,  then,  in  this  Government,  as  in  a  monarchi- 
cal Government,  the  power  of  ceding  territory;  and 
I  cannot  see  why  the  exercise  of  that  power  can 
be  denied  in  an  anarrhioal  Government,  such 
es  that  of  Mexico.  At  any  rale,  to  wliat  does 
ihc  Senator's  argument  amount,  when  we  come 
to  bring  it  directly  honie  to  the  case  as  it  exists.' 
Mexico  has  for  a  .series  of  years  urged  war  upon 
us.  She  has  lU'ged  war  upon  us  by  every  act 
which  has  ever  been  held  a  just  cause  of  war  ;  nay, 
by  a  series  of  acts,  miming  through  a  period  of 
twelve  or  thirteen  years,  from  the  hour  in  which 
Texas  declared  herself  independent.  From  tiie 
battle  of  San  Jacinto  down  to  the  Ixitlle  of  Palo 
Alto,  there  has  not  been  an  hour  in  which  Mexicf) 
was  not  resolved  to  provoke  a  war  with  the  United 


States.  The  whole  history  of  the  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  nations  proves,  as  clearly  as  the 
sunshine,  that  that  was  the  studied  and  constant 
effort  of  Mexico.  On  another  occasion,  however, 
I  shall  take  an  opportunity  of  entering  at  length 
upon  that  subject,  and  of  demonstrating,  I  think 
irrefragably,  the  soundness  of  the  position  which 
I  have  thus  assumed.  Mexico,  then,  ur2;es  us 
into  this  war.  She  forces  upon  us  a  conflict  in- 
volving an  immense  sacrifice  of  life  and  expendi- 
ture of  treasure  ;  and  at  the  close  of  this  conflict, 
the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  according  to  the 
doctrine  this  day  enunciated,  would  suffer  Mexico 
to  go  "  scot  fiee,"  insisting  only  that  she  should 
say  she  was  sorry  for  her  conduct. 

Sir,  I  do  not  approve  of  such  a  course  of  policy. 
I  hold,  that  in  common  with  all  nations  that  have 
ever  existed,  we  have  a  right  to  make  this  offender 
pay  the  penalty  of  her  transgression.  She  has 
no  gold  wherewith  to  reimburse  us;  but  she  has 
land,  and  that  land  we  want,  and  I  hope  and  trust 
we  will  get.  I  call,  if  it  be  in  order,  for  a  division 
of  the  question. 

Mr.  BALDWIN.  The  Senator  from  Indiana 
says,  that  the  inlbrmation  souglit  by  the  resolution 
is  presumed  to  be  in  the  possession  of  every  de- 
partment of  the  Government.  Undoubtedly,  it  is 
always  presumed  that  v.'e  are  acquainted  with  the 
general  historical  facts  in  regard  to  the  Repuijlic 
of  Mexico.  But  when  the  President  of  the  United 
States  recommends  to  Congress  a  specific  course; 
when  he  recommends  to  Congress  the  acquisition 
of  dominion  by  forced  cession  of  that  Republic; 
and  wlien  a  knowledge  of  the  fundamental  institu- 
tions of  that  Republic  does  not  lead  us  to  the  con- 
clusion that  she  has  the  power  which  the  President 
asks  us  to  demand  her  to  exercise,  then  it  appears 
to  me  that  it  is  proper  and  respectful  to  the  Presi- 
dent iiimself  to  ask  that  he  shall  communicate  to 
the  Senate  the  information  which  he  possesses,  and 
which  has  led  him  to  a  different  conclusion.  I 
have  endeavored  to  show,  that  upon  our  own  know- 
ledge of  the  Tundamenlal  principles  upon  which 
that  Giovernment  is  based,  we  could  not,  either 
upon  any  principle  recognized  by  ourselves,  or 
upon  any  principle  to  be  found  in  the  law  of  na- 
tions, infer  that  such  an  authority  existed  ;  and  it 
is  because  I  have  felt  that  we  could  not,  from  our 
own  knowledge,  perceive  that  Mexico  had  the 
power,  which  it  is  necessary  she  should  possess, 
to  enable  her  to  make  the  cession  we  require,  that 
I  deemed  it  due  to  the  Executive  to  call  upon  him 
for  any  information  he  may  possess  which  has 
led  him  to  arrive  at  a  different  conclusion.  But, 
sir,  the  Senator  from  Indiana  says  that  this  is  not 
a  question  for  us — it  is  for  Mexico  alone  to  decide 
whether  she  has  the  power  to  cede  or  not.  Is  this 
so,  sir?  Are  we  called  upon  to  expend  millions  of 
the  public  money  for  the  acquisition  of  territory, 
without  being  permitted  to  inquire  into  the  nature 
of  the  title  which  we  may  get?  Is. it  enough  that 
the  Mexican  Republic,  under  the  pressure  of  our 
arms,  will  be  willing  to  vacate  her  own  jurisdic- 
tion ?  Does  that  satisfy  the  United  States  that  they 
thereby  shall  rightfully  acquire  sovereignty  over 
that  people?  I  desire  that  the  President  may  in- 
form us  upon  what  principle  recognized  by  our- 
selves— upon  what  principle  recognized  by  the 
Republic  of  Mexico,  the  sovereignty  of  the  people 
is  transferable,  like  property,  for  the  payment  of 
claims  against  that  Government.  Is  that  the  doc- 
trine of  the  American  people?  Do  they  hold  that 
sovereignty  is  no  longer  inalienable,  as  it  was  de- 
clared to  be  by  our  fathers  in  the  days  of  the  Revo- 
lution? Do  they  hold  that  it  is  a  commodity  to 
be  transferred  from  one  people  to  another,  in  pay- 
ment of  demands  against  that  confederated  Govern- 
ment, which  it  may  not  be  convenient  for  that 
Government  to  discharge,  except  by  ceding  a  por- 
tion of  the  Confederacy  to  another  government? 
How  would  this  doctrine  be  regarded,  if  its  appli- 
cation were  attempted  by  a  foreign  government 
cither  to  the  people  of  this  country  or  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Mexico  ?  My  friend  from  Indiana  has  intro- 
duced a  resolution  affirming  that  this  Government 
could  not  look  with  complacency  upon  the  estab- 
lishment of  monarchical  government  over  any 
portion  of  this  contincniy  But,  sir,  Mexico  owes 
to  subjects  of  monarchical  governments  a  debt 
immensely  greater  than  the  amount  due  by  her  to 
our  citizens.  Mexico  owes,  as  we  arc  informed — 
if  I  mistake  not,  by  Mr.  Slidell — a  debt  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  of  which,  by 
far  the  largest  portion   is  due  to  the  subjects  of 


■  monarchical  governments  in  Europe.  If  Mexico 
has  a  right  to  pay  her  debts  by  the  cession  of  her 

,  territories,  has  not  any  other  government,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  protect  its  own  citizens,  and  obtain 
indemnity  for  their  just  claims,  the  same  right  that 
we  have  to  demand  that  theclaimants  shall  be  paid 
in  territory?     And  how  can  we,  a  sister  republic, 

■  stultify   ourselves   before  the  world   in   making  a 
,  solemn  declaration  that  we  will  not  look  with  com- 
placency upon  the  establishment  of  any  monarchi- 
cal government  upon  this  continent — that  we  will 

!  resist  the  cession  of  any  territory  to  any  foreign 
j  government,  when  we  are  ourselves  asserting  the 
i  right  of  Mexico  to  transfer  dominion  over  the 
j  States  of  that  Confederacy,  in  satisfaction  for  the 
i  claims  of  our  own  citizens  ?  I  should  like  to  be 
consistent  before  the  world.  I  would  make  no 
I  avowal  of  right,  claimed  by  us,  which  I  would  not 
equally  concede  to  any  other  government. 

But,  sir,  I  deny  entirely  the  power  of  Mexico  to 
cede  either  to  a  monarchical  government  or  to  this 
i  Republic,   any  portion   of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
I  people  of  that  Conl'ederacy,  without  their  consent. 
\  I  deny  that  the  Government  of  Mexico  has  a  right 
to  cede  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  a 
,  jurisdiction  over  Tamaulipas,  for  the   purpose  of 
satisfying  the  deiiiands  of  our  citizens  against  the 
Mexican  Government,  which  it  is  not  convenient 
I  for  her  at  this  time  to  discharge.     I  deny  that  she 
I  has   any  more  power  to  do  so  than   the  United 
States  wcRild  have  to  cede  one  of  the  States  of  this 
Union,  for'  the  purpose  of  discharging  any  claims 
which  might  exist  against  the  Government  on  the 
part  of  the  people  of  any  foreign  government.     I 
i  ask,  Mr.  President,  is  it  in  the  powerof  any  of  the 
;  States  of  this  Union — of  Mississippi,  for  example, 
I  or  of  any  other  State,  owing  debts  which  at  this 
j  moment  it  may  not  feel  itselfable  to  discharge — to 
cede  a  portion  of  its  sovereignty  for  the  purpose  of 
j  discharging  th-e  debt?      Has   this    Republic   that 
power?     If  not,  why?    Because,  like  every  other 
free  government,  ours  is  based  upon  the  great  prin- 
cijrile  that  sovereignty  vests  in  the  people,  and  is 
ever  inalienable  without  the  assent  of  the  people. 
i  We  are,  I   believe,  about  to  enter  on   a  career  for 
i  the  establishment  of  a  new  principle  which  calls 
for  the  avowal  by  this  Republic  of  the  doctrine 
that  we  can  deprive  another  people  of  their  sover- 
eignty, in   order  to  obtain  payment  of  the  claims 
j  which  we  have  against  them.     This,  sir,  is  entire- 
ly in  accordance  with  that  spirit  of  rapacity  whicli 
!  in  other  countries  has  led  to  the  conquests  made 
j  by  kings  claiming  to  govern  by  divine  right.     We 
hold  a  different  theory.     We  have  pronuilgated  a 
!  different  doctrine  heretofore.     We  claim   that  all 
men  are  to  be  regarded  as  capable  of  self-govern- 
uient — that  in  regard  to  their  political  rights  they 
stand  on  the  broad  platform  of  equality,  liberty, 
and  freedom.     It  is  our  boast,  sir,  to  cherish  these 
principles — to  manifest   our   sympathy   wherever 
the  spirit  of  republicanism  exists.     Europe  now 
feels  the   influence  of  our  example,  and  the  great 
j  principles  office  government  begin  to  be  acknowl- 
edged. Are  we,  then,  now  about  to  establish  a  dif- 
ferent  doctrine?      Are   we  about  to  relapse  into 
'  despotism  ?    Are  we  to  offer  in  our  policy  a  justi- 
I  fication  of  the  conduct  of  those  who  have  claimed 
I  by  the  divine  right  of  kings  to  indulge  in  rapacity 
'•  and  con(|uest?  _I  hope  not.     And  if  the  President 
of  the  United  States  asks  us  to  wage  the  war  with 
Mexico,  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  from  her  a  ces- 
sion of  her  territory,  it  is  due  to  him — it  is  due  to 
I  ourselves — that  we  should  respecttully  nsk  of  him 
j  to  inform  us  upon  what  principle  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  Republic  we  are  authorized  to  demand 
that  cession.     I  wish  the  President  to  inform  us 
whether  if  Mexico  should  cede  to  us  this  territory 
which  we  arc  thus  seeking  to  acquire,  we  should 
thereby  acquire  aright,  independently  of  the  will  of 
those  thus  ceded  to  us,  to  exercise  dominion  over 
them;  or  whether  we  shall  then  be  obliged  to  make 
a  new  treaty  with  those  who  are  thus  attempted  to 
be  transferred,  before    we  shall  acquire  any  right 
whatever  over  them.     I  do  not  deny — it  is  not  ne- 
cessary that  I  should  deny — the  power  of  one  re- 
public, feeling  its  inability  to   maintain   its  own 
sovereignty,  to  merge  itself  in  that  of  another,  as 
was  done  by  the  Government  of  Texas;  though  I 
do    deny   the  power   of  this  Rciiublic   to  acquire 
territory  in  the  manner  in  which  Texas  was  ac- 
quired without  the  consent  of  the  people.     But, 
says  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  Mexico  is  not  a 
republic, "and  it  has  always  been  conceded  that  a 
monarchy  had  the  power  to  cede  territory.     I  have 
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an    extract  from  a  well-knoww  writer  on  interna- 
tional law  which  applies  to  this  subject: 

"A  nation  ouglit  to  preserve  itself;  it  ouclit  to  preserve 
all  its  members;  it  cannot  alnuidon  tliem  ;  and  it  is  under  an 
oblJL'ation  to  tliem  of  niainiaininu;  tliem  in  the  raril^  nt'mem- 
hcrs'of  llie  nation.  It  has  not,  then,  a  riftlit  to  traffic  with 
their  ranii  and  liberty  on  account  of  any  advantages  it  may 
promise  itself  from  such  a  negotiation.  They  are  united  to 
the  society,  to  be  its  members ;  they  acknowledge  the  au- 
thority of  the  Slate  to  promote  in  concert  their  common 
welfare  and  safety,  and  not  to  bf  at  its  disposaWike  a  farm 
or  a  herd  of  cattle."— Ka«ci,  B.  t,  ch.  21. 

This  is  the  basis  upon  which  that  Confederacy- 
was  formed.  The  States  of  which  it  was  com- 
posed united  themselves  with  the  Confederacy- 
forming  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  protected  and  governed  by  it,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  being  transferred,  like  cattle,  to  another 
government  for  the  discharge  of  the  deljts  of  the 
Republic.  The  doctrine  that  these  States  supposed 
that  they  might  be  dismembered  and  ceded  away 
by  the  Federal  Government  is  equally  at  war  with 
the  principles  of  our  own  Government  and  those 
of  the  Government  of  Mexico. 

But,  says  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  Mexico  is 
not  a  republic — she  is  an  anarchy.  Ifso,  lask, 
when  did  she  cease  to  be  a  republic'  When  the 
United  States  declared  war  against  her — when  the 
act  of  Congress,  May  13th, ^1846,  was  passed,  it 
was  declared  that  "  by  the  act  of  the  Republic  of 
Mexico  a  state  of  war  existed  between  that  Re- 
public and  the  United  States."  'We  therefore  re- 
cognized Mexico  as  a  republic  at  that  period. 
When  did  she,  then,  cease  to  be  a  republic'  If 
she  has  ceased  to  be  a  republic,  it  is  owing  to  the 
conquests  of  our  arms.  I3ut  I  trust  that  that  con- 
clusion is  not  yet  so  csmplete  that  Mexico  has 
ceased  to  be  one  of  the  nations  of  the  earth.  I 
trust  that  the  time  never  will  arrive  in  which  Mex- 
ico shall  cease  to  bean  independent  republic,  main- 
taining and  cherishing  the  great  principles  upon 
whicli  our  own  Government  is  based,  and  under 
which  we  have  enjoyed,  for  so  many  years,  sucli 
a  remarkable  degree  of  prosperity. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.  I  shall  detain  the  Senate 
but  an  instant,  and  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Rhode  Island,  who  has  the  floor  on  the 
special  order.  As  to  the  position  now  assumed  by 
the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  that  if  Mexico  has 
the  right  to  cede  her  territory  to  us  for  any  pur- 
pose, she  has  the  right  at  the  same  time  to  cede  it 
to  European  monarchies,  I  have  only  to  say  that 
it  involves  a  far  higher  principle  than  has  yet 
entered  into  this  discussion — a  principle  which  I 
presume  never  will  be  settled,  until  the  hour  shall 
arrive,  when  the  attempt  shall  he  made  by  any 
European  Power  to  establish  a  government  upon 
this  continent,  out  of  any  existing  government.  It 
involves  a  far  higher  principle  than  any  involved 
even  in  this  war.  It  will  be  time  enough  to  dis- 
cuss it,  when  the  day  arrives,  which  brings  it  up 
before  us.  The  Senator  asks,  if  Mexico  has  ceased 
to  be  a  republic — by  whose  act  has  she  lost  that 
character?  He  asks,  if  we  have  not  gone  there 
with  the  sword  and  firebrand,  pulling  down  her 
akars,  and  in  lieu  of  an  establisiied  government, 
giving  the  land  to  wild  auarchy.  I  refer  the  Sen- 
ator to  history,  for  a  reply  to  these  questions.  I 
refer  him  to  the  history  of  Mexico,  from  the  down- 
fall of  Iturbide  to  the  present  hour,  for  the  proof 
of  her  having  been  an  aiiarchy.  Her  history  is 
made  up  of  a  continued  series  of  bloody  revolu- 
tions, in  which  might  and  the  sword  have  alone 
been  regarded.  She  has  no  fundamental  govern- 
ment or  fundamental  law  that  has  ever  been  recog- 
nized. Santa  Anna,  and  Bustamente,and  Paredes — 
one  military  usurper  after  another,  has  by  his  arbi- 
trary will  constituted  her  fundamental  law;  and  we, 
instead  of  being  her  despoilers,  have  gone  to  her, 
as  it  were,  to  scatter  the  manna  of  heaven.  Texas 
wrested  herself  from  the  clutches  of  that  anarchi- 
cal Government,  and  see  what  she  is  to-day — a 
gjovernment  of  civilization,  law,  and  Christianity. 
Similar  will  be  the  result,  I  doubt  not,  with  regard 
to  all  the  territory  that  we  may  take  from  Mexico, 
if  we  take  any.  I  do  not  know  that  we  shall  be 
able  to  take  any;  but  so  far  as  the  subject-matter  of 
these  resoutions  is  concerned,  I  must  contend  that 
they  are  improperly  bel'ore  the  Senate  at  this  time; 
that  however  germane  they  may  become  hereaf- 
ter, (and  certainly  I  think  they  never  can  be,) 
they  are  not  now.  When  we  have  a  treaty  with 
Mexico  which  includes  within  its  terms  the  cession 
of  territory  by  Mexico  to  the  United  Slates,  then 
will  be  the  proper  time,  if  ever,  for  the  Senator 


from  Connecticut  to  present  his  resolutions.  En- 
tertaining these  views,  in  which  I  have  been 
strengthened  by  the  reflection  whicli  I  have  given 
the  subject  during  the  delivery  of  the  honorable 
Senator's  remarks,  and  with  the  most  profound 
respect  to  the  Senator,  I  move  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the.  tabic. 

Mr.  BALDWIN.    I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  the  result  was  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Bag- 
by,  Bradbury,  I'.reese,  Bright,  Cameron,  Cass,  IJavis  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Dickinson,  Dix,  Dou'ilas,  Downs,  Felch,  Foote, 
Hannegan,  Houston,  Hunter,  Lewis,  Mason,  Moor,  Sevier, 
Sturgeon, Turney,  Westcolt,  and  Yulee — 28. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Berrien,  Butler, 
Clarke,  Clayton,  Corvvin,  Crittenden,  Dayton,  Gre.ne,  John- 
son of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Mangiim,  Miller, 
Nilcs,  Pearce,  Phelps,  Spruance,  Underwood,  Uphain,  and 
Webster-22. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  follov/ing  message  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  by  Mr.  Campbell,  their 
Clerk: 

Mr.  President:  The  House  of  Representatives 
have  passed  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Phineas  Capen, 
legal  administrator  of  John  Cox,  deceased,  of 
Boston;  in  which  I  am  directed  to  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
has  signed  an  enrolled  bill,  which  I  am  directed  to 
deliver  to  the  Senate  for  the  signature  of  its  Presi- 
dent. 

The  Vice  President  signed  the  enrolled  bill 
authorizing  the  issuing  of  a  register  to  the  barque 
Sarah  and  Eliza. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, severally  had  a  first  reading  : 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  re- 
organize the  General  Land  Office,"  approved  July 
4,  1836. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Phineas  Capen,  legal  ad- 
ministrator of  John  Cox,  deceased,  of  Boston. 

MR.  hannegan's  resolutions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MANGUM,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  special  order  of 
the  day. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  special 
order  of  the  day  is  the  resolutions  submitted  on 
the  10th  instant  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.  When  I  introduced  these 
resolutions  to  the  Senate,  I  named  this  day  for  their 
discussion,  as  a  distant  day,  not  anticipating  that 
the  debate  on  the  military  bill  would  be  protracted 
so  long.  It  is  now  obvious,  I  think,  that  that  de- 
bate will  not  be  closed  in  two  weeks,  and  I  there- 
fore propose,  if  the  Senate  will  allow  me,  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  my  resolutions  till  the 
second  Monday  in  February,  and  ask  that  they  be 
made  the  special  order  for  that  day. 

The  resolutions  were  accordingly  postponed  to, 
and  made  the  special  order  for  the  second  Monday 
in  February. 

THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  military 
force. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from,  Rhode  Island  whilst  I 
make  some  explanation  of  a  statement  made  in  the 
course  of  my  remarks  the  other  day,  relative  to  the 
march  of  General  Taylor  from  Corpus  Christi  to 
the  Rio  Grande.  On  that  occasion,  my  distin- 
guished friend  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Davis,]  from 
the  kindest  motives,  diverted  my  attention  in  some 
measure  by  reference  to  facts  upon  which  I  intend- 
ed to  have  founded  a  somewhat  more  elaborate 
argument  than  I  presented  to  the  Senate.  Since 
that  time,  [  have  found  that  it  would  be  but  just  to 
myself  that  I  should  advert  again  to  the  subject, 
especially  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  both 
my  friend  and  myself  labored  under  some  degree 
of  misapprehension  with  regard  to  the  real  state  of 
the  facts.  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  receiving 
from  several  officers  of  the  army  a  very  minute 
detail  of  all  the  facts  connected  with  the  transac- 
tion to  which  I  have  referred.  General  Taylor  re- 
ceived his  orders  to  move  from  Corpus  Christi  in  the 
month  of  January.  These  orders  were  published 
to  the  army;  they  were  known  to  the  traders  be- 
tween Corpus  Christi  and  the  Rio  Grande;  and,  as 
my  informant  gives  me  to  understand,  it  was  noto- 
rious in  Matamoros,  before  General  Taylor  moved 
at  all,  that  he  intended  to  take  up  a  position  upon 


the  Rio  Grande.  On  the  11th  of  March,  the  army 
was  set  in  motion;  on  the22d  or  23d  of  that  month, 
it  reached  the  Little  Colorado,  one  hundred  and  ten 
miles  from  Corpus  Christi,  and  only  forty  miles 
from  Point  Isabel.  At  the  Colorado,  General  Tay- 
lor heard  the  sound  of  a  bugle  beyond  the  western 
bank.  There  was  some  parley,  and  Major  Mans- 
field was  despatched  to  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
to  learn  the  cause  of  the  bugle  being  sounded. 
The  Major  was  informed  by  a' person  at  the  head 
of  a  very  small  party,  who  repre.=ented  himself  to 
be  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Mexican  troops, 
but  who  was,  as  I  understand,  an  apothecary  from 
Matamoros,  commanding  eight  or  ten  men,  and 
who  bad,  no  doubt,  sounded  the  bugle  very  mag- 
nificently, and  went  home  loudly  proclaiming  that 
he  had  driven  back  General  Taylor,  that  his  object 
was  not  at  all  to  oppose  military  resistance  to  the 
march  of  General  Taylor,  but  only  to  warn  him 
against  crossing  that  river,  as,  if  he  did  cross  it, 
it  would  be  deemed  an  open  act  of  hostility.  Well, 
General  Taylor  continued  his  march,  and  as  he 
approached  Point  Isabel,  the  custom-house  and 
other  public  buildings  were  consumed  by  fire,  and 
a  settlement  of  about  fifty  inhabitants  was  broken 
up;  from  which  time  the  American  forces  occupied 
the  country  from  Point  Isabel  to  Port  Brown,  op- 
posite Matamoros.  Well,  now,  the  inference  vi^hich 
I  intended  to  draw,  and  which  I  shall  not  now  take 
the  liberty  of  drawing  in  anything  like  an  argu- 
ment, was  simply  this:  that  General  Taylor  had 
given  notice  of  his  march  under  orders  of  his  Gov- 
ernment; that  there  was  no  declaft-ition  of  hostili- 
ties on  the  part  of  Mexico  at  all,  until  that  marcii 
commenced;  and  that,  in  my  solemn  conviction, 
there  never  would  have  been  any  attack  on  the 
forces  at  Corpus  Christi,  had  not  General  Tayloi-, 
under  the  order  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  gone  on  the  disputed  territory. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi.  I  thank  the  hon- 
orableSenatorfbr  the  very  kind  and  complimentary 
language  which  he  has  employed  in  reference  to 
myself.  I  cannot,  however,  agree  with  any  one 
of  the  references  which  he  has  drawn.  1  have 
nothing  to  say  as  to  minute  details  which  he  has 
given  v/ith  respect  to  distances  and  so  on,  the  only 
vital  question  being  who  acted  fii'st — who  gave  the 
first  order?  That  order  came  from  Mexico — not 
to  fight  with  General  Taylor  for  the  country  be- 
tween the  Nueces  and  the  Pcio  Grande,  but  to  in- 
vade and  reconquer  the  State  of  Texas.  That  or- 
der first  emanated  at  the  seat  of  government  in 
Mexico  before  any  order  was  issued  from  the  seat 
of  government  in  the  United  Slates.  And  now, 
sir,  as  to  the  time  at  which  the  Mexican  forces 
moved  to  take  possession  of  the  Little  Colorado. 
I  believe  they  had  been  there  for  months.  Their 
emissaries  had  been  in  General  Taylor's  camp,  in 
order  to  learn  his  position  and  movements.  Gen- 
eral Taylor  never  gave  notice  of  his  march.  He 
made  his  preparations  for  the  march,  and  no  doubt 
the  spies  and  reconnoitering  officers  were  cogni- 
zant of  his  intentions.  But  I  believe  the  Mexicans 
had  been  at  the  Colorado  for  months;  and  when 
they  gave  notice  that  if  he  crossed  the  Little  Colo- 
rado it  would  be  considered  an  act  of  war,  the 
Mexicans  but  took  the  initiatory,  as  they  have  al- 
ways taken  it;  for  Mexico  has  always  struck  the 
first  blow  in  every  battle-field  on  which  we  have 
met  her.  On  some  other  occasion,  however,  I 
may  dwell  more  at  length  on  this  poiiit.  1  shall 
not  now  trespass  longer  on  the  time  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Though  I  may  in  some  meas- 
ure encroach  upon  the  time  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  Island,  yet  I  cannot  suffer 
myself  to  be  thus  far  misrepresented.  The  inform- 
ation which  I  acquired  was  obtained  not  from 
one  officer  merely,  but  from  three  or  four  who 
happened  to  be  in  the  same  room.  They  knew 
this  much,  that  from  January,  when  General 
Taylor  received  his  orders,  until  the  11th  of  March, 
when  he  put  his  army  in  motion,  there  had  elapsed 
a,  period  of  forty  days,  and  that  during  that  time, 
not  only  the  officers  in  General  Taylor's  canip 
spoke  of  his  projected  movement  upon  the  Rio 
Grande,  but  tiie  traders  who  were  there  by  implied 
license,  attached  to  the  army,  had  an  opportunity 
to  learn  the  aame  information,  and  it  was  notori- 
ous that  he  would  march.  Not  that  he  advertised 
the  enemy,  because  the  gentleman  will  inulerstand 
that  at  the  time  General  Taylor  marched  on  the 
Rio  Grande,  it  was  with  no  purpose  of  meeting  an 
enemy.     The  Administration  had  not  assumed  to 


234 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Jan.  24, 


gn  there  for  the  purpose  of  makins:  war.  General 
Taylor  received  no  orders  to  disguise  his  move- 
ments; and  the  iiitelii^-ence  was  as  well  known  in 
Mrttamoros  four  or  five  days  after  he  received  his 
orders,  as  it  was  in  his  own  camp.  I  am  very  for 
from  qupsiionina:  the  military  sagacity  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Mississippi,  and  it  may  have 
been  that  orders  had  been  issued  by  Paredes  to 
cross  the  Rio  Grande  and  attack  General  Taylor 
at  Corpus  Christi,  but  the  act  must  rest  on  conjec- 
ture. It  can  never  be  reduced  to  anything  like 
historical  certainty. 

Mr.  CLA.YTON.  1  am  reluctantly  compelled 
also  to  solicit,  for  a  moment,  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  in  order  to  set  myself 
rifflit  with  regard  to  some  observations  made  by 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations  during  this  debate.  I  had  taken 
occasion  to  remark  that  the  resolutions  as  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Ross,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  in  1803,  were  not  supported  by  the  .TefFer- 
sonian  Democrats  of  that  day,  by  any  act  of  legis- 
lation on  their  part,  and  that  the  whole  course  of 
the  Administration  of  that  period  was  adverse  to 
or  directly  in  conflict  with  the  policy  which  now 
seems  to  have  been  adopted  by  those  who  claim 
to  be  the  followers  of  Mr.  .Teflerson.  The  honor- 
fible  chairman  of  the  committee  undertook  to  .show 
that  I  was  in  error,  and  sent  to  the  Secretary's 
table  the  act  of  3d  March,  1303,  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  L^nited  States  to  call  out  eighty 
thousand  militia,  for  certain  purposes  authorized 
by  that  act;  and  the  honorable  chairman  inferred, 
from  the  act  itself,  that  I  wns  in  error  when  I  said 
that  the  Administration  of  that  day  had  not  sought 
conquest  or  seizure  of  any  portion  of  the  territory 
of  Spain  or  France.  Sir,  I  was  entirely  right  in 
what  1  said  in  reference  to  this  subject,  as  I  think 
the  Senator  will  admit,  when  he  looks  at  the  fourth 
section  of  the  act  to  which  he  himself  referred. 
That  section,  on  its  face,  explicitly  declares  that 
the  act  was  passed  authorizing  the  President  to 
call  out  militia  "  for  the  security  of  the  territory 
of  the  United  States" — not  for  the  purpose  of  seiz- 
ing upon  the  island  of  New  Orleans,  where  the 
right  of  deposit  had  been  denied  us;  not  for  the 
purpose  of  conquering  or  seizing  any  portion  of 
the  Spanish  territory,  but  as  the  act  expressly,  and 
in  lo  many  words,  declares — "  for  the  security" 
of  our  own  possessions. 

It  will  be  recollected  by  gentlemen  conversant 
■with  the  history  of  that  period,  that  by  the  treaty 
with  Spain  of  October,  1795,  ratified  in  179fi,  the 
right  of  deposit  at  New  Orleans  had  been  secured 
for  persons  trading  on  the  Mississippi.  The  in- 
tendant  of  New  Orleans  violated  that  treaty  by  a 
proclamation  denying  the  right  of  deposit  to  our 
western  ti-adr-rs.  It  was  afterwards  conceded  by 
Spain,  that  this  was  a  downright  violation  of  a 
clear  treaty  right,  as  beyond  all  doubt  it  was.  But 
what  was  the  course  of  our  Government  in  rela- 
tion to  that  case?  I  have  now  before  me  the  cor- 
respondence which  took  place  on  this  subject,  and 
to  It  I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

[The  honorable  Senator  then  gave  in  a  condens- 
ed form  the  historical  details,  which  are  here  given 
more  at  length,  in  order  that  the  whole  matter  may 
be  clearly  understood. 

By  the  4ili  artilTle  of  the  treaty  with  Spain  of  Oc- 
tober 27,  179."),  it  is  provided: 

"Hi'  Catliolic  .Majesty  lias  likewise  agreed  tlj.il  Ihe  nav- 
i','.-iti'in  of  the  waiil  river  (Missi-isij)!)!)  in  its  whole  lireadtl), 
fr-nrn  its  source  to  the  ocean,  shall  he  free  only  to  liis  suh- 
jecta,  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  unless  he  should 
extend  this  privilege  to  the  subjects  of  other  Powers  by  spe- 
cial convention." 

By  the  22d  article  of  the  same  treaty,  it  was  de- 
clared, that 

"  His  Catholic  Majesty  wil!  permit  tlie  citizens  ofthe  TJiii- 
ti»d  States,  for  the  spai'e  of  three  years  from  this  lime,  to 
d:;poKit  their  niereliaiiili-'e  and  erteets  in  the  port  of  New 
Orleans,  and  to  export  them  from  thenoe  without  payinnanv 
other  duty  than  a  fiir  price  for  the  lure  of  the  stores;  and  his 
M:iiesty  prnini  I'^cithir  li'  conliniie  this  permission,  if  he 
finds  dnrinff  that  limr>  thai  it  i-i  not  |)rijndicial  to,  the  Inter 
umU  of  .Spain;  or,  if  lie  should  not  aiiree  lo  c.intinuc  it  theri', 
he  will  as.'itjri  to  them,  on  anoiher  part  of  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi,  an  equivalent  establishment." 

So  early  na  March  29,  180],  Mr.  King,  the 
Minister  of  the  United  Similes  .it  London,  iiifonned 
his  Government  of  the  probiihilily  of  the  cession 
of  Louisiana  by  Spiiin  to  France;  of  the  injurious 
eflcct  of  this  cession  upon  the  union  or  welfare  of 
the  United  States;  and  of  the  importance  of  com- 
rniiiirig  the  interests  of  the  United  States  to  an 
able  representative  at  the  court  of  France. 


Mr.  Madison,  Secretary  of  State,  in  a  despatch 
to  Mr.  Livingston,  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States  in  France,  dated  the  28th  September,  1801, 
informed  him  of  the  rumored  transfer  of  Louisiana 
by  Spain,  and  instructed  him,  that  the  United 
States  desired  to  obtain  that  country  by  purchase. 

Mr.  King,  the  20th  of  November,  1801,  com- 
municated to  his  Government  a  copy  of  the  treaty 
between  France  and  Spain,  of  March  21,  1801,  by 
the  fifth  article  of  which,  Louisiana  was  confirmed 
to  France. 

February  5,  1802,  Mr.  King,  at  London,  com- 
municated to  his  Government  intelligence,  that  it 
was  definitively  settled  by  France  to  send  a  colo- 
ny to  Louisiana  and  Florida,  under  General  Ber- 
nadotte;  and  Mr.  Livingston,  at  Paris,  corrobo- 
rated the  information,  the  26th  of  February,  1802, 
with  the  addition  that  "  ten  thousand  troops  had 
had  been  assigned  to  General  Beriiadotte. " 

In  March,  1802,  Mr.  Livingston  represented  to 
Mr.  King,  in  London,  and  to  his  own  Govern- 
ment, the  uncertainty  in  which  he  was  kept  by 
the  French  Government;  but  exhibited  the  danger 
which  would  attend  the  occupation  of  Louisiana 
by  France;  that  it  was  impossible  to  say  what  in- 
fluence it  might  exert  over  the  western  country, 
with  the  key  of  its  trade  in  their  possession,  and 
an  undefined  and  illimitable  territory  around. 

On  May  1,  1802,  Mr.  Madison,  Secretary  of 
State,  instructed  Mr.  Livingston  of  the  painful 
apprehension  with  which  the  cession  of  Louisiana 
to  France  was  viewed  by  the  United  States,  and 
to  use  proper  means  to  divert  France  from  her 
contemplated  colony,  to  ascertain  whether  the 
cession  extends  to  the  Floridas,  and  to  learn  the 
price  at  which  New  Orleans  and  the  Floridas 
would  be  yielded  to-the  United  States;  and  Mr. 
King,  in  London,  was  informed  that  the  Admin- 
istration was  aware  of  the  troubles  which  might 
arise  from  the  reported  cession  of  Louisiana,  and 
that  it  was  their  primary  object  to  obviate  such  an 
event. 

Mr.  Madison,  Secretary  of  Slate,  instructed 
Mr.  Pinckney,  Minister  of  the  Utiited  States  at 
Spain,  under  date  of  May  11,  1802,  that  if  the 
cession  of  Louisiana  by  Spain  to  France  have 
failed  for  any  cause,  and  Spain  still  retain  New 
Orleans  and  the  Floridas,  it  is  the  wish  of  the 
President  that  every  effort  and  address  be  em- 
ployed to  obtain  the  arrangement  by  which  the 
territory  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  in- 
cluding New  Orleans,  may  be  ceded  to  the  United 
States,  and  that  in  every  view  it  would  be  a  most 
precious  acquisition.  He  also  authorizes  him  to 
propose  advantageous  offers  and  guarantees  to 
Spain. 

On  May  28,  1802,  Mr.  Livingston  communica- 
ted to  his  Government  more  positive  intelligence 
respecting  the  cession, -applied  to  the  Spanish  min- 
ister in  France  to  know  the  terms  of  cession,  as- 
serted the  right  of  the  United  States  to  be  made  a 
party  to  any  convention  affecting  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi;  but  received  only  a  gen- 
eral answer,  admitting  the  fact  of  the  cession 
having  been  made. 

On  the  16th  August,  1802,  Mr.  Livingston  in- 
fortTied  the  Secretary  of  State  that  General  Victor 
was  appointed  to  command  the  expedition  to  Lou- 
isiana, instead  of  Bernadptle;  that  his  force  was 
liiniled  to  three  thousand  men,  and  his  supplies  to 
two  millions  of  francs;  that  there  are  symptoms  of 
ill  humor  between  France  and  Great  Britain;  ahd 
that  the  claitn  of  France  under  the  cession  extends 
to  the  Floridtis. 

And  again,  on  1st  September,  of  the  same  year, 
Mr.  Livingston  was  informed  by  the  French  Gov- 
ernment that  his  propositions  on  the  subject  of 
Louisiana  were  premature,  and  that  possession 
tnust  be  first  taken  by  France.  He  informed  his 
Government  that  he  had  reason  to  believe  the  Flori- 
das were  not  included  in  the  cession,  and  that  the 
armament  (for  Louisiana)  will  be  ready  in'about 
six  weeks. 

Mr.  Livingston,  under  date  October  28  and  No- 
vember 2,  1802,  communicated  to  the  President 
the  state  of  European  afl'airs,  and  that  he  thought 
the  conduct  of  France  had  excited  the  suppressed 
hostility  of  Europe.  Tliat  in  England  especially, 
events  teniled  to  a  rupture;  and  that  in  this  feeling 
the  minority  and  majority  coincided.  That  the 
military  expedition  to  Louisiana  had  received  a 
check;  and,  desiring  to  profit  by  events,  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston asked  from  his  Government  more  distinct 
authority  and  more  explicit  instructions. 


And  again,  on  November  11,  1802,  Mr.  Living- 
ston addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
stating  that  the  difficulty  which  had  temporarily 
arrested  the  expedition  to  Louisiana  was  removed, 
That  orders  had  been  given  for  the  immediate  em- 
barkation of  troops  (two  brigades)  for  Louisiana. 
That  the  Government  of  France  would  give  no 
reply  to  his  notes  concerning  their  objects,  the  lim- 
its of  Louisiana,  or  the  rights  of  the  United  States 
under  the'treaty  with  Spain.  And,  judging  from 
the  temper  of  General  Victor,  attempts  might  be 
made  upon  Natchez  as  the  rival  of  New  Orleans, 
and  that  the  territory  of  the  United  States  might 
not  be  exempt  frflm  danger. 

On  November  27, 1802,  Mr.Livmgston  informed 
the  American  Minister  in  Spain,  that  the  Spanish 
Intendant  at  New  Orleans  had  prohibited  the  de- 
posit of  American  eflects,  as  stipulated  by  the 
treaty  of  1795;  and  that,  as  the  proclamation  of  the 
Intendant  was  interpreted,  the  war  was  spent 
against  the  external  commerce  of  the  United  States 
from  that  port.  He  dwelt  on  the  importance  of 
the  right  of  the  department  to  the  western  States, 
the  general  irritation,  and  difficulty  to  restrain  it; 
and  instructed  him,  while  presuming  on  a  prompt 
disavowal  by  Spain,  to  urge  measures  to  repair  the 
past,  and  ensure  for  the  future  an  observance  of 
the  treaty. 

December  12,  1802.  The  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  intimated  to  Congress  that  the  cession 
of  Louisiana  to  France  might  render  necessary  a 
change  in  the  foreign  relations  of  the  United 
States. 

January  29,  1803.  Mr.  Madison  informed  Mr. 
King  that  a  special  mission  to  Fi'ance  had  been 
resolved  on;  and  that  while  the  United  States 
wished  to  preserve  peace  with  all,  they  are  bent  on 
the  maintenance  of  their  rights. 

1802,  December  23,  Mr.  Madison,  Secretary  of 
State,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Livingston,  says : 

"  In  the  hitter  end  of  the  last  month  we  received  informa- 
tion from  New  Orleans  of  the  interdiction  of  the  deposit 
there,  for  our  merchandise,  stipulated  by  the  treaty  with 
Spain,  without  an  equivalent  establishineut  beiiis;  assigned. 
A  copy  of  the  proclamation  is  enclosed.  *  »  *  Should 
it  not  be  revoked  before  the  time  of  the  descent  of  the  boats, 
in  tlie  spriuK,  both  the  injmy  and  the  irritation  from  it  will 
be  greatly  increased.  The  House  of  Representatives  passed 
a  resolution,  the  19th  of  this  month,  calling  for  information 
on  the  subject.  'J'he  result  of  their  deliberations  canimtbe 
anticipated  ;  but  I  may  hazard  the  remark,  that  while  we 
have  no  clear  foundation  on  which  to  impute  this  infraction 
to  orders  of  the  Spanish  Government,  it  wouW  be  confnn-y 
to  DUTY,  (0  POLICY,  and  the  character  of  our  cotintry,  to 
resort  for  redre'^s,  in  tke  Jirst  instance  j  to  the  use  of  force." 

January  24,  Mr.   Livingston  to  Mr.   Madison 

writes  thus  : 

"  From  the  disposition  I  know  to  lip  entertained  by  Vic- 
tor, I  have  no  doubt  they  will  provoke  an  Indian  war,  by 
pajing  them  rations;  and  that  in  their  sollcitudo  to  acquire 
wealth,  they  will  act  over  again  the  tvranny  of  St.  Domingo. 
It  ;riU  he  necessary,  therefore,  to  take  the  position  that  uUl  best 
GUARD  YOU  against  the  effect  of  these  ecits." 

1803,  February  5.  Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr. 
Madison  : 

"  Tlie  Louisiana  armament  is  still  on  board.  The  Flori- 
das not  yet  ceded." 

1803,  February  18.  Mr.  Livingston  to  Mr. 
Madison  : 

"  From  the  best  accounts  I  have  from  Holland,  the  arma- 
ment will  be  detained  there  till  the  last  of  March." 

These  references  will  all  be  found  in  the  second 
volume  of  American  State  Papers,  under  the  head 
of"  Foreign  Relations." 

I  next  quote  from  Marbois's  Louisiana,  page 
230. 

1803,  January.     Mr.  Jefferson  to  Mr.  Monroe  : 
"  Washington,  Januarii  10,  1?03. 

"  Dkar  Sir  :  I  have  hut  a  moment  to  inform  you  that  the 
fi'vcr  inio  which  the  public  mind  is  thrown  by  the  atlair  at 
New  Oilcans,  stimulated  by  the  mercantile  and  generally 
th(^  fi'dcral  iiitrrest,  threatens  to  overbkar  our  peace.  In 
this  sitnatiim  we  arc  compelled  to  call  on  you  for  a  tempo- 
rary sa<rilice  of  yourself,  to  prevent  this  greatest  of 
Kvii.s  lo  tin;  present  prosperous  tide  of  our  afl'airs.  I  shall, 
to  inorrow,nomiiiat('  you  to  the  Senate  for  an  extraordinary 
mission  to  France,  and  th<^  circumstances  are  such  as  to 
reudui  it  impossil)le  to  decline. 

"  Accept  aiFectiunate  salutations, 

"Thomas  Jefferson."] 

March  3,  1803,  the  act  referred  to  by  the  honor- 
able chairman  of  Foreign  Relations  [Mr.  SiiviLR] 
was  passed — "  An  act  directing  a  detiichment  from 
the  militia  of  the  United  States,  and  for  erecting 
ceitain  arsenals,"  by  which  the  President  was 
authorized  to  call  on  the  Executives  of  the  States 
for  eighty  thousand  militia;  find  the  object  of  the 
act  distinctly  avowed,  in  the  fourth  section,  to  be 
"FOR  THE  SECURITY  OF  THE  TERRI- 
TORY OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. "    This  is 
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the  object  and  the  only  object  avowed  in  the  act. 
It  is  thus  clearly  proved  to  have  been  an  act  passed 
not  for  conquest,  but  to  meet  the  threatened  danger 
of  a  French  aggression. 

Not  a  man  vi^as  ever  called  for.  The  idea  of 
seizure  for  conquest  never  was  entertained  for  a 
moment,  and  the  whole  controversy  was  speedily 
settled  by  the  treaty  of  1803,  which  ceded  Louisi- 
ana to  the  United  States. 

Such  is  the  history  of  tliis  most  interesting 
period  in  our  national  affairs.  It  was  distinguished 
for  the  moderation,  prudence  and  forbearance  of 
our  rulers.  The  resolutions  of  Mr.  Ross,  to  which 
I  referred  on  a  former  occasion,  wei'e  first  deprived 
of  their  hostile  characteristic,  "  to  authorize  the 
'  President  to  take  immediate  possession  of  such 
'  place  or  places  in  the  island  ofJVeio  Orleans  or  the 
'  adjacent  territories,  as  he  may  deem  fit  and  con- 
*  venient" — every  Democrat  voting  to  strike  it  out. 
See  files  of  National  Intelligencer  for  February  28, 
1803.  The  bill  reported  in  pursuance  of  the  reso- 
lutions, as  amended  and  adopted  on  the  same  day 
by  the  same  party,  avowed  its  object  to  be  the 
same  with  these  resolutions  as  thus  amended — 
"  the  security  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States,'' 
threatened,  as  we  have  seen,  with  invasion  of  the 
French  army  under  General  Victor. 

Those  who  may  desire  to  prosecute  this  inter- 
esting inquiry  further,  will  find  the  whole  pacific 
policy  of  the  Republican  party  fully  explained  in 
the  then  existing  organ  of  that  party,  by  recurring 
to  the  files  of  the  National  Intelligencer  for  1803  ; 
February  23,  28;  March  9,  14,  23,  30,  and  April 
22.  The  essay  published  in  that  paper  under  the 
last  date,  shows  that  the  party  at  that  day  scouted 
the  whole  doctrine  on  which  this  Mexican  war 
has  been  and  is  now  supported.  They  demanded 
a  disavowal  by  Spain  of  the  act  of  the  intendantat 
JS!ew  Orleans,  which  denied  to  us  our  treaty  rio-ht 
of  deposit,  instead  of  declaring  war  on  account  of 
it;  and  they  obtained  it  without  bloodshed.  But 
in  1846,  when  the  first  aggression  against  us  was 
committed  on  the  Rio  Grande,  our  Government 
treated  the  act  of  the  Mexican  oflicer  who  took 
Thornton's  dragoons,  as  an  act  of  war,  instead  of 
demanding  a  disavowal  of  it,  as  the  Republican 
paity  did  in  the  case  of  Spanish  aggression  in  1803. 
The  Opposition  in  1803  clamored  for  war  on  ac- 
count of  the  proclamation  of  the  Spanish  intendant 
at  New  Orleans  denying  our  right  of  deposit. 
The  answer  given  to  this  clamor  by  the  Demo- 
cratic party  is  fully  set  forth  in  all  their  speeches 
and  meetings  at  that  day  on  the  subject.  The 
wiiter  I  have  referred  to  in  the  party  organ  on  the 
22d  April,  1803,  thus  meets  the  clamor; 

"  To  involve  the  nation  in  all  the  honors  of  war  for  the 
unlawful  act  of  a  suhnrilinate  officer,  would  lie  the  height  of 
political  depravity.  It  would  introduce  a  rule  of  which  we 
could  not  complain,  and  under  wliich  tliis  nation,  at  affy 
future  time,  might  be  involved  in  war  by  the  unlawful  or 
wanton  act  of  any  of  her  officers,  ft  would  be  virtually 
tr;uisfe/rinn  the  all-ii4iportant  question  of  war  and  peace 
from  the  Rppresetitatives  of  the  people  and  the  Government 
of  the  country  to  ihe  captain  of  a  frigate.  The  act  of  an 
individual  ofiicer  is  not  an  act  of  the  nation  till  sanctioned 
by  the  nation  to  which  he  belongs,  as  it  is  impossible  for  the 
most  vigilant  and  best  regulated  government  to  control  the 
actions  of  its  agents  and  subjects  on  all  occasions.  Hence 
it  follows,  that  the  Government,  by  rieclarini  war,  would 
have  committed  an  act  of  injustice  against  Spain,  cstahlisk- 
t-ng  a  prccelent  which  might  prove  fatal  to  the  future  peace 
of  this  nation,  and, justly  merited  tlie  execration  of  the  world.' 

Had  these  principles  been  applied  in  1846  by 
our  Executive;  had  a  demand  been  made  (as  was 
then  urged  by  the  opposition  in  this  Chamber)  on 
Mexico,  to  avow  or  disavow  the  act  by  which  it 
was  alleo;ed  that  American  blood  had  been  shed 
on  American  soil,  and  repair  any  injustice,  there 
would  have  beeen  no  war.  Such  a  demand  was 
made  by  the  Government  when  the  Leopard  made 
the  infamous  attack  on  the  Chesapeake,  and  the 
consequence  was  a  disavowal,  which  saved  us  the 
necessity  of  treating  the  attack  as  war.  But  in 
the  case  of  Mexico,  the  principles  which  formerly 
governed  us  weie  abandoned,  and  the  act  which 
was  unilateral,  and  not  even  avowed  or  justified  by 
Mexico  herself,  was  immediately  declared  to  be 
war  by  us,  without  allowing  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment any  opportiuiity  to  disavow  it.  This  was  as 
Itostile  to  the  irue  principles  of  international  law, 
us  it  was  in  direct  opposition  to  the  whole  former 
course  of  this  Government. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.  Really,  sir,  I  think  it 
hardly  fair  that  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island 
should  be  called  upon  at  this  late  hour  of  the  day, 
to  ffo  on  and  address  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CLARKE.  It  was  my  expectation  to  have 


occupied  the  floor  at  the  appointed  hour;  but  as  so 
much  time  has  been  taken  up  in  the  discussion 
this  morning,  and  so  much  more  will  probably  be 
required  to  finish  it — so  far  as  regartls  myself,  I 
will  readily  give  way,  if  it  be  the  wish  of  the  Sen- 
ate that  the  present  discussion  should  continue. 
Indeed,  I  should  myself  prefer  that  the  special 
order  should  be  postponed  until  to-morrow,  as  it 
is  now  so  late,  that  in  all  probability  I  should  not 
be  able  to  conclude  my  argument  to-day,  even  if  I 
should  commence  it.  I  wait  the  pleasure  of  Sen- 
ators in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  inter- 
fere with  the  time  which  belongs  to  the  gentleman 
if  he  desires  to  go  on  now,  but  I  wish  to  make  a 
brief  explanation  in  regai'd  to  what  has  been  stated 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware.  It  will 
be  recollected,  that  when  the  Senator  addressed 
the  Senate  upon  the  ten-regiment  bill,  he  referred 
to  Mr.  Ross's  resolutions,  with  a  view  of  contrast- 
ing the  policy  of  Mr.  Jefferson  with  that  of  Mr. 
Polk  in  reference  to  the  disputed  territory: 

"  Resohci.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  he  is  licrehy,  authorized,  whenever  he  shall  judge  it 
expedient,  to  require  of  the  Executives  of  tlie  several  States 
to  take  effectual  measures  to  organize,  arm,  and  equip,  ac- 
cording to  law,  and  hold  in  readiness  to  march  at  a  mo- 
ment's warning,  80,000  effective  militia,  officers  included. 

"Resolved,  'J'hal  the  President  may,  if  he  judges  it  expe- 
dient, authorize  the  Executives  of  the  several  States  to  ac- 
cept, as  a  part  of  the  detachment  aforesaid,  any  corps  of 
volunteers,  who  shall  continue  in  service  for  such  time,  not 

exceeding ■  months,  and  perform  such  services  as  shall 

be  prescribed  by  law. 

'^Resolved,  That dollars  be  appropriated  for  paying 

and  subsisting  such  part  of  the  troops  aforesaid,  whose  ac- 
tual servii-e  inay  be  wanted,  and  for  defraying  such  other 
expenses  as,  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  the  President 
may  deem  necessary  for  tlie  security  of  tlie  territory  of  the 
United  States. 

"  Resohed,  That dollars  he  appropriated  for  erecting, 

at  such  place  or  places  on  the  western  waters  as  the  Presi- 
dent may  judge  most  proper,  one  or  more  arsenals." 

1  supposed  he  had  not  traced  those  resolutions 
through  to  their  ultimate  disposition,  and  I  there- 
fore asked  him  to  give  me  the  date  of  the  resolu- 
tions, and  he  did  so  by  sending  the  Journal  to  my 
desk.  I  then  traced  the  subject  from  the  period 
to  which  the  Senator  had  alluded  to  the  final  dis- 
position of  the  resolution — and  what  was  that.'  I 
found  they  had  been  referred,  in  secret  session,  to 
a  select  committee;  and  in  the  formation  of  that 
committee,  for  reasons  not  apparent  to  me,  the 
mover  of  the  resolutions  was  not  included.  Mr. 
Breckenridge,  of  Kentucky,  was  chairman  of  the 
committee.  That  committee,  to  whom  Ross's  res- 
olutions were  referred,  reported  an  act  carrying 
out  every  substantial  provision  contained  in  them. 
And  what  were  these  provisions?  Why,  that  in 
time  of  profound  peace,  the  President  was  autho- 
rized to  raise  an  army  of  eighty  thousand  men,  and 
was  further  authorized  to  establish  on  the  western 
waters  two  public  armories;  and,  finally,  the  bill 
wound  up  with  an  appropriation  of  a  million  or  so 
of  money  to  carry  these  objects  into  effect.  When 
I  perceived  this,  the  conviction  on  my  mind  was, 
that  the  honorable  Senator,  in  the  hurry  and  heat 
of  debate,  had  not  taken  time  to  trace  the  thing  to 
its  final  conclusion. 

My  friend  from  Mississippi,  a  day  or  two 
afterwards,  in  commenting  on  this  matter,  re- 
ferred to  these  resolutions,  and  in  his  haste,  1  sup- 
pose, omitted  to  refer  to  what  I  certainly  deemed 
important,  which  was,  the  passage  of  the  act  to 
which  I  have  referred,  as  carrying  out  the  objects 
of  the  resolutions.  I  then  put  tit«  matter  right  as 
I  understood  it.  Now,  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
again  says  that  here  is  a  case  in  which  the  father 
of  democracy,  to  whose  church  we  all  profess  to 
belong,  at  the  instance  of  the  Federal  party  of  that 
day  refused  to  do  what?  Why,  in  a  time  of  peace, 
to  seize  the  territory  of  an  adjoining  Power.  Now, 
there  was  in  the  treaty  of  1796  with  Spain,  a  pro- 
vision by  which  the  rights  of  tlie  Government  were 
secured  to  a  depot  at  New  Orleans  for  the  term  of 
three  years;  and  there  was  a  provision  also,  that 
if  the  Spanish  Government,  for  any  reason  of  hers, 
should  choose  to  deny  the  right  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  that  depot  in  New  Oi'leans,  then  for  the 
term  of  three  years  slie  was  bound  to  give  us  an- 
other location  for  said  depot.  This  was  in  1796. 
The  time  for  the  assigntncnt  of  the  depot  to  either 
place  had  run  out  by  the  limitation  of  this  treaty; 
the  people  of  this  country — the  people  of  the  west- 
ern States,  thus  deprived  of  an  outlet  for  their  pro- 
duce, had  resolved  to  obtain  it.  A  claim  was  set 
up  by  Mr.  Jefferson,  that  inasmuch  as  we  owned 
the  navigable  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  and  own- 


ed the  head  of  the  navigable  stream,  we  had  a 
right,  under  the  law  of  nations,  to  follow  the  river 
into  the  ocean.  That  was  the  point  of  discussion, 
if  my  memory  serves  me  right,  by  our  minister  at 
the  French  court,  as  well  as  by  our  statesmen  at 
home.  Well,  sir,  we  could  not  get  that,  and  then 
with  closed  doors  we  passed  the  act  of  March, 
1803,  before  referred  to,  of  which  Ross's  resolu- 
tions were  the  foundation. 

Now,  no  man  here,  or  anywhere  el.se,  would 
ever  have  made  out  what  the  law  really  meant 
from  its  terms,  unless  he  had  taken  the  precautiori 
of  connecting  it  with  the  resolutions  upon  which 
it  was  founded.  Upon  this  claim,  therefore,  the 
law  was  passed,  and  upon  no  other;  for  there  was 
no  other.  My  friend  referred  to  the  act  as  an  evi- 
dence that  the  party  of  which  Mr.  Jefferson  was 
the  head,  intended  to  act  thus  in  reference  to  the 
acquisition  of  Louisiana.  Well,  I  say  now — and  I 
shall,  if  I  have  the  opportunity,  at  some  future  time, 
proceed  to  demonstrate,  that  every  opportunity  to 
acquire  territory,  to  wit:  Louisiana,  the  Floridas, 
and  Texas,  has  been  obtained  by  the  democratic 
party  of  this  country. 

But  this  is  not  all.  I  have  said  that  this  act  was 
passed,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1803;  and  at  that  very  time  our  Ministers  were  in 
Paris  treating  for  this  very  country  with  Napoleon 
Bonaparte.  They  were  treating  for  this  very 
depot.  He  refused  to  sell  us  the  depot,  but  pro- 
posed to  sell  the  whole  of  Louisiana.  That  is  the 
history  of  the  matter.  We  sent  our  Ministers 
there  to  purchase  a  depot.  They  refused  to  sell  a 
depot;,  but,  being  about  to  go  to  war  with  Eng- 
land, and  being  likely  to  lose  the  territory  of  Lou- 
isiana by  conquest,  France  proposed  to  sell  it  to 
a  friendly  Power.  Well,  in  the  month  of  April, 
just  one  month  after  the  passage  of  the  bill,  we 
succeeded  in  making  a  treaty,  by  which  we  ac- 
quired the  whole  of  Louisiana.  Thus  that  matter 
was  accomplished.  Again,  in  1806,  still  in  the 
time  of  this  great  patriot.  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  Senate 
still,  with  closed  doors,  conceived  that  it  was  very 
desirable  for  this  Government  to  own  the  country 
lying  on  the  Mississippi  river,  and  between  that 
river  on  one  side,  and  the  Perdido  on  the  other. 
Thus,  the  father  of  dennocracy  submitted  to  the 
Senate,  with  closed  doors,  his  proposition  to  seize 
this  territory  also;  and  a  law  was  passed  for  that 
purpose.  And  under  the  act  passed  thus  secretly — 
covered  up  with  diplomatic  phraseology — it  was 
proposed  to  obtain  possession  of  this  territory. 
This  act  passed  in  1806,  and  was  carried  into  effect 
in  1810  or  1811,  after  we  had  admitted  Louisiana 
into  the  Union.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Thomas 
took  a  fancy  to  revolutionize  that  portion  of  the 
country.  He  expelled  the  Spanish  inhabitants 
from  it  and  made  it  his  own,  including  Baton 
Rouge,  calling  it  Predonia.  Mr.  Madison  took 
possession,  without  the  authority  of  any  law,  and, 
at  the  next  session,  an  act  was  passed  making  it  a 
part  of  Louisiana.  But  this  is  not  all.  We  had 
afterwards  a  war  with  the  Seminoles;  and  in  the 
time  of  peace  with  Spain  we  followed  these  In- 
dians into  St.  Marks  and  Pensucola,  expelling 
from  those  places  Spanish  authority.  All  this  was 
done  without  the  authority  of  law;  and  one  (?f  the 
reasons  assigned  for  such  procedure,  on  our  part, 
was  not  that  we  had  any  claim  to  Florida,  but 
that  the  British  had  built,  during  the  revolution- 
ary war,  a  fort  near  the  junction  of  the  Flint  and 
Chatahoochee  rivers,  which  fort  was  occupied  by 
hostile  Seminole  Indians  and  negroes. 

I  can  refer  my  friend  to  another  case — I  mean 
the  case  in  which  the  country  lying  upon  the  Aris- 
took  was  contended  for  between  us  and  Great 
Britain.  This  was  a  case  happening  in  our  own 
time,  when  Governor  Fairfield,  whose  death  we 
have  recently  been  called  to  deplore,  at  the  head  of 
our  own  troops  marched  his  forces  into  the  dispu- 
ted territory,  and  took  possession  of  it  without  the 
sanction  of  Congress.  There  are  numerous  cases, 
all  tending  to  the  same  point,  that  whenever  it  be- 
comes impracticable  to  obtain  territory  by  pur- 
chase, we  take  it  by  force.  All  that  strip  of  country 
lying  between  Natchez  and  Baton  Rou2:e  was 
taken  possession  of  in  that  way,  and  we  have  done 
so  in  all  cases  when  we  could  not  obtain  teri'itory 
by  negotiation;  and  this  course  has  been  pursued 
throughout  the  world  in  all  times  by  all  powers: 
territories  to  which  we  have  claim  by  negotia- 
tion, we  take  by  force  if  we  can,  and  think  it  ex- 
pedient to  do  so. 

Mr.  FOOTE.     I  regret  that  it  secins  so  difficult 
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to  settle  completely  the  point  now  under  discus- 
sion. It  would  really  .seem  that  enough  had  been 
fMii  in  the  former  debate  on  this  subject,  to  con- 
vince even  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  that  he  had 
committed  a  seriou.s  error  in  regard  to  the 'Ross 
resolutions,  and  the  action  of  the  Jeffersonian  De- 
mocracy in  180.3.  The  honorable  Senator  still  in- 
sists, as  he  has  formerly  done,  that  Mr.  Jefferson, 
and  the  Democrats  associated  with  him,  were  as 
little  inclined  to  efficient  measures  against  Spain; 
that  the  proposition  to  seize  upon  territory  ad  ja- 
cent  to  New  Orleans,  which  the  Senator  from  Del- 
n>varc  still  supposes  to  have  been  imbodicd  in  Mr. 
Ross'.s  resolutions,  was  relinquished  in  conse- 
quence of  negotiation  beins:  preferred  to  measures 
of  a  warlike  character  and  tendency.  1  read  the 
other  day,  for  the  elucidation  of  this  point,  an  ex- 
tract from  the  amninl  mcssasre  of  Mr.  Jeffeison, 
issued  in  Octol)cr,  1803,  showing-  that  previous  to 
the  introduction  of  the  Ross  resolutions,  negotia- 
tions for  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana  had  lieen  in 
pror^ress  at  Paris — and  the  nenotiation  was  not 
preferred  simply  as  an  alternative  to  war  in  the 
case  mentioned;  but  negotiations  for  the  purpose 
mentioned  having  been,  for  some  time,  already  in 
prigress,  it  was  supposed  judicious  not  to  interrupt 
them,  as  would  inevitably  have  been  the  case  by  the 
adoption  of  measures  of  a  decidedly  hostile  char- 
nctf  r.  The  truth  is,  as  has  been  repeatedly  ex- 
plained, that  the  Ross  resolutions  did  not  contem- 
plate the  seizure  of  territory  at  all,  but  simply  the 
restoration  of  the  )ilace  of  deposit,  in  the  island  of 
New  Orleans  which  had  been  discontinued  bj'  the 
action  of  the  Spanish  authorities.  No  one  can 
examine  the  history  of  this  case,  as  several  times 
already  exhibited,  without  being  convinced  of  the 
total  want  of  analogy  between  it  and  the  troops  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  Rio  Grande.  I  will  not 
elaborate  this  point  more  at  present,  but  am  satis- 
fied again  to  refer  to  the  extract  from  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's annual  message  of  October,  1803,  explanatory 
of  the  actual  facts  of  the  case,  and  shall  submit 
the  point  in  rlispnte  without  further  discussion. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  If  I  understood  the  honor- 
able Senators  on  the  other  side,  they  mean  to 
maintain  this  position:  that  Mr.  Jefferson  and  the 
Democratic  party  ever  since,  have  proceeded  on 
the  principle  that  they  will  take  what  they  want 
nod  what  they  can  get  from  other  nations  in  any 
way  in  which  they  can  get  it;  if  they  cannot  get 
what  they  want  by  negotiation,  they  will  take  it 
by  force.  The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  distinctly  avows  nov/, 
that  this  has  been  the  past  policy  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  froiTi  the  time  of  Mr.  Jefferson  down 
to  this  day;  and  therefore,  he  says,  they  are  only 
acting  in  the  same  spirit — that  of  Jeffersonian 
democracy — when  they  propose  that  what  they  can- 
not get  by  negotiation  they  will  proceed  to  take 
by  force.  Sir,  this  is  exactly  tlic  issue  between 
the  honorable  Senator  and  myself.  I  not  only  seek 
to  vindicate  the  memory  of  the  statesmen  of  those 
times,  but  I  seek  also  to  show  that  I  was  previous- 
ly right  when,  in  the  course  of  this  I'ebate,  I 
pointed  out  the  strong  contrast  between  the  conduct 
of  this  Government  in  reference  to  Mexico  and 
the  conduct  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  the  Adminis- 
tration pnriy  of  1803  in  reference  to  Spain  and 
France.  Sir,  1  have  nothing  to  do  now  with  the 
qiie.siion,  nor  do  I  intend  to  be  drawn  info  the  dis- 
cu.9.sion  of  it  by  the  remarks  of  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
as  to  the  conduct  of  the  various  Administrationa 
in  regard  to  this  matter  of  the  acquisition  of  terri- 
tory from  the  time  of  Mr.  Jefier.son.  I  think  that 
on  n  former  occasion,  the  course  of  the  Govern- 
nu-nt  in  1806  was  placed  in  a  very  satisfactory 
point  of  view  belore  this  Senate  in  the  discussion 
which  took  place  between  the  honorable  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  and  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Pit;ARrE.] 
1  will  not,  therefore,  trespass  upon  ground  which 
liHS  been  so  well  occupied  before;  all  I  wish 
is,  to  bring  the  honorable  chairman  back  to  the 
point  from  which  he  set  out,  and  that  he  and  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi  should  ac- 
knowledge that  they  have  mistaken  the  spirit  of 
Jelfersonian  democracy  in  1803,  in  endeavoring  to 
niiribute  to  the  Administration  of  that  time  a  7lis- 
position  to  take  by  force  that  which  they  could 
not  obtain  by  negotiation.  Now,  what  n[)plication 
has  the  honorable  chairman  given  to  the  act  of 
which  he  speaks.'  The  fourth  section  of  the  act 
of  1803  expressly  declares  the  object  for  which  ' 


the  act  was  pas.sed :  to  authorize  the  President  of 

the  United  States  to  call  out  eighty  thousand  mili- 
tia; for  what  purpose.'  In  its  own  words,  for  the 
security  of  tlic  territory  of  the  United  Stales;  not 
for  the  purpose  of  seizing  upon  the  island  of  New 
Orleans,  or  any  portion  of  the  country  of  the  Lower 
Mississippi;  not  for  the  purpose  of  taking  an  acre 
of  ground  anywliere  by  violence.  1  think  this 
has  already  been  clearly  shown,  and  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  dwell  upon  it  now.  Mr.  Livingston,  in 
1802,  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  informing 
him  that  the  Emperor  of  France  was  about  to  send 
ten  thousand  men  to  lake  possession  of  the  country 
lying  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  and  General 
Victor  was  ordered  to  march  thither  with  his  two 
brigades;  and  from  the  known  temper  and  dispo- 
sition of  that  general,  there  was  every  reason  to 
believe  that  he  would  march  and  seize  upon  the 
territory.  The  act  of  1803  proceeded  from  that 
cause,  and  the  gentleman  cannot  make  it  appear 
that  there  was  any  other  object  than  the  security 
of  our  own  territory  contemplated.  We  know 
from  the  history  of  the  times  how  that  territory 
was  situated. 

Sir,  I  know  I  have  had  my  full  share  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject,  and  that  I  cannot  again 
trespass  upon  the  time  of  the  Senate.  I  will  not 
read  the  letters  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  I  will, 
however,  take  the  liberty  erf  ]>af) ding  them  to  the 
reporters,  that  they  may  be  published  to  the  world, 
and  it  will  be  seen  from  them  whether  my  attempt 
to  vindicate  the  character  of  those  who  adminis- 
tered the  Government  at  that  time  has  been  suc- 
cessful or  not. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  Only  one  word,  sir.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Delaware  has  referred  to  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  as  being  intended  to  protect  the 
United  States  against  invasion. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  referred  to  the  whole  act. 
It  avows  throughout  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
passed. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  The  Senator  says  it  avows  its 
purpose.  Well,  I  ask  if  any  man,  m  either  coun- 
try, ever  heard  or  ever  dreamed  of  a  time  wlien 
France  and  England  were  both  at  peace,  or  France 
intending  to  invade  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Yes,  sir.  I  refer  the  hon- 
orable Senator  to  the  substance  of  these  letters, 
with  which  he  seems  not  at  all  acquainted.  I  refer 
him  also  to  the  American  State  Papers,  whicli  he 
has  in  his  possession. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  I  have  read  those  documents, 
but  I  have  not  drawn  the  same  conclusion  from 
them  which  the  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware 
has  drawn.  No,  sir;  France  expecting  a  rupture 
with  England,  was  on  the  eve  of  sending  a  force 
to  protect  her  commerce.  Not  having  a  naval 
force  sufiicient  to  cope  with  England,  she  was  for 
sending  men  to  her  possessions  on  this  continent. 
The  Senator  talks  about  the  territory  between 
Natchez  and  Baton  Rouge.  Well,  we  all  know 
that  was  claimed  by  Spain  as  belonging  to  her. 
And  it  was  with  a  view  not  only  of  protecting  her 
own  possessions,  but  those  of  Spain  also,  that  she 
took  this  precaution.  Well,  this  happened  in  1802;  j 
and  it  is  really  remarkable,  if  we  had  expected  an  | 
invasion  from  France,  that  earlier  and  more  etii- 
cient  preparation  had  not  been  made,  and  that  the  j 
fact  was  not  noticed  by  Mr.  Jefferson  in  his  annual  i 
message  of  that  year.  No,  sir,  France  never  de-  ! 
signed  to  invade  this  country.  She  was  our  early 
ally,  and  with  aW  the  opprobrium  that  was  heaped 
upon  her,  she  could  not  be  driven  into  hostilities 
towards  this  country.  She  has  always  been  friend- 
ly to  us,  and  I  hope  she  ever  will  be.  The  docu- 
ments which  he  has  read,  show  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  France,  in  sending  troops  to  this  coun- 
try, solely  to  protect  French  Louisiana  from  inva- 
sion by  England.  I  before  remarked,  sir,  that  it 
is  very  difficult  for  us  to  ascertain  the  true  mean- 
ing of  an  act,  without  looking  back  to  the  circum- 
stances which  existed  at  the  time  of  its  passage. 
In  this  way  we  may  discover  its  object.  Another 
act  of  a  similar  cliaracler,  covering  up  its  true 
meaning,  was  the  act  purporting  to  enable  the 
President  to  carry  on  more  efficiently  our  di[)lo- 
matic  intercourse  between  this  country  and  foreign 
Powers;  when,  in  reality,  the  truc.^ntcntion  of  the 
act  was  to  enable  the  President  to  purchase  Loui- 
siana. Now  it  happens,  as  far  as  my  argument  is 
concerned,  ihat  these  cases  are  not  at  nil  applica- 
ble to  the  case  to  which  the  Senator  designed  to 
apply  them;  for  1  have  endeavored  to  show,  and 
shall  probably  endeavor  to  show  it  again,  that  our 


title  to  the  country  between  the  Nueces  and  the 
Rio^  Grande,  which  the  Senator  has  assimilated 
to  the  cases  to  which  he  has  referred,  is  clear.  I 
regret  this  controversy;  but  I  think,  when  the 
Senator  looks  upon  it  dispassionately,  he  will  ad- 
mit that  we  have  a  good  claim,  as  I  said  before; 
and  if  we  cannot  obtain  our  rights  by  iiegotiation 
and  purchase,  we  will  be  compelled,  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case,  to  maintain  them  by  force. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  will  only  say,  sir,  that  in 
looking  into  the  documents  to  which  I  have  called 
the  attention  of  the  Senate,  I  find  that  there  is 
much  additional  evidence.  There  are  many  other 
letters  which,  if  the  honorable  Senator  will'exam- 
ine  them,  will  perfectly  convince  him  that  France 
entertained  a  deliberate  design  to  seize  upon  that 
region  of  country;  that  it  was  a  favorite  object 
with  her  for  a  long  period;  and  that  there  was 
every  reason  to  believe,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Living- 
ston— and  he  so  wrote  to  his  own  Government — 
that  the  French  Emperor  entertained  this  project; 
and  as  he  refused  to  give  any  information  as  to 
the  object  of  the  expedition,  or  any  explanation 
of  the  limits  of  Louisiana,  which  he  intended  to 
claim,  Mr.  Livingston  had  every  reason  to  be- 
!  lieve  that  the  territories  of  the  United  States  were 
in  danger.  That  was  the  object,  and  the  only  ob- 
ject of  the  act  of  March,  1803,  to  protect  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States.     Sir,  I  have  done. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  The  Senator  from  Arkansas 
having  referred  to  a  controversy  between  him  and 
my.self  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  Senate 
will  indulge  me,  I  hope,  not  in  arguing  the  question 
afresh,  but  in  re-stating  what  I  then  endeavored  to 
maintain. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Badger]  had  charged  the  President 
with  being  the  author  of  the  war^  by  ordering  the 
movement  of  General  Taylor's  army  from"  the 
Nueces  to  the  Rio  Grande,  which  he  considered 
an  act  of  war.  He  sustained  himself  in  this  posi- 
tion by  the  authority  of  Mr.  JefTerson.  In  1803, 
Mr.  Jefferson  informed  Congress,  by  a  secret  mes- 
sage, that  immediately  after  the  acquisition  of 
Louisiana,  he  had  opened  negotiations  with  Spain, 
to  obtain  from  that  Power  the  delivery  of  certain 
portions  of  Louisiana,  which  she  held  in  violation 
of  the  rights  transferred  tons  by  France;  that  his 
negotiations  had  been  utterly  vain  ;  that  he  could 
not  venture  to  take  possession  of  these  portions  of 
Louisiana  in  the  possession  of  Spain,  because  such 
an  act  might  tiansfer  the  relations  of  the  country 
from  a  state  of  peace  to  a  state  of  war,  which  waa 
not  within  the  constitutional  competency  of  the 
Executive,  and  belonged  solely  to  the  legislative 
power. 

To  this  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  replied,  that 
t^ie  example  of  Mr.  Madison  was  contrary  to  that 
of  Mr.  Jeff^erson,  and  that  Mr.  Madison  had  of  his 
own  authority  seized  upon  what  were  called  the 
Florida  parishes.  To  this  I  replied,  that  Mr.  Mad- 
ison did  not  assume  to  have  any  other  authority 
than  that  to  which  Mr.  Jefferson  limited  himself. 
The  situation  of  the  Florida  parishes  was  peculiar. 
A  body  of  private  individuals,  in  1810,  seven  years 
after  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  had  driven  out 
the  Spanish  authorities  in  Baton  Rouge,  and  had 
set  up  an  independent  government,  though  pro- 
fessing their  willingness  to  come  into  theUnion, 
In  this  condition  of  things,  Mr.  Madison  had  is- 
sued his  proclamation  reciting  these  occurrences — 
saying  that  the  territory  in  question  liad  always 
been  claimed  as  being  within  the  limits  of  Louisi- 
ana; that  a  crisis  had  at  length  arrived  subversive 
of  the  Spanish  authority;  and  that,  under  the;)ecM- 
liar  circumstances  of  the  case,  forbearance  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  to  occupy  the  territory 
in  question  might  be  construed  into  a  dereliction 
of  their  title;  to  which  he  added,  that  though  the 
laws  of  the  United  Stales  had  not  yet  been  extend- 
ed over  this  territory,  yet  they  hail  been  so  framed 
as  to  be  adapted  to  them,  and  contemplated  their 
application  to  this  region  at  some  future  time. 
Cmigress  was  not  then  in  session;  but  as  soon  as 
tlu^y  met,  Mr.  Madison  laid  before  them  an  ac- 
count of  his  proceedings,  which,  if  not  expressly, 
at  all  events  impliedly,  recognized  the  jiaramount 
authority  of  the  legislature  over  the  subject.  The 
difference  between  this  case  and  the  march  of  the 
troops  to  the  Rio  Grande  is  jialpable.  Mr.  Mad- 
is(ni  did  not  think  himself  authorized  to  seize  upon 
such  parts  of  Louisiana  as  still  remained  in  the  oc- 
cupancy of  Spain,  and,  consequently,  the  country 
cast  of  the  Perdido  and  south  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
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gia  and  the  Mississippi  temfory  remained  in. pos- 
session of  these  autiioi-Jlies. 

Ill  January,  1811,  Congress  passed  a  secret  res- 
olution, declaring  that  a  due  regard  to  the  safety 
■  of  the  United  States  required  them  to  provide  for 
the  temporary  occupation  of  these  territories,  and 
subject  to  negotiation.  Mr.  Madison  woukl  not 
act  without  the  authority  of  Congress;  he  knew 
that  he  could  not  rightfully  do  so;  and  therefore 
he  asked  to  be  armed  with  that  authority  which 
Congress  only  could  confer.  The  bill  wliich  fol- 
lowed this  resolution  conformed  to  it.  Still  Mr. 
Madison  did  not  suppose  the  contingency  had  ar- 
rived until  in  1813,  when  the  secret  act  of  July  12 
was  passed,  which  authorized  the  President  to  I 
take  possession  of  the  Perdido  country.  Then, 
and  then  only,  did  Mr.  Madison  employ  the  mili- 
tary force  of  the  United  States  for  this  purpose. 
IMow,  the  difference  is  this:  Mr.  Polk,  while  Con- 
gress was  in  session,  and  without  their  authority, 
and  without  invoking  their  constitutional  power, 
by  his  own  authority,  seized  upon  the  valley  of 
the  Rio  Grande;  while  Mr.  Jefl'erson  considered 
that  such  an  act  on  his  part  would  exceed  his 
power,  because  it  might  transfer  the  relations  of 
the  country  from  a  state  of  peace  to  astute  of  war. 
And  Mr.  Madison,  in  relation  to  the  Perdido 
country,  recognized  lite  same  doctrine;  and,  in 
regard  to  the  Florida  parishes,  only  occupied  a 
territory  of  which  the  foreign  authorities  were  no 
longer  in  possession,  and  which  was  likely  to  be 
considered  derelict,  if,  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  the  United  States  should  qui- 
etly permit  it  to  remain  in  the  possession  of  the 
private  adventurers  who  held  it. 

Mr.  SEVIER.  The  Senator  and  myself  are 
still  at  variance  in  our  opinions.  My  position 
■was,  that  the  southern  boundary  of  Louisiana  was 
fi.xed  by  this  Government,  by  an  act  of  Congress 
on  her  admission  into  the  Union.  Well,  after  this 
act  was  accomplished,  a  man  of  the  name  of  Thom- 
as, at  the  head  of  some  Tennesseeans  and  Kentuck- 
ians,  expelled  the  Spanish  authority  east  of  a  line 
formed  by  the  river  Iberville,  Lake  Maurepas,  and 
Pontchartrain,and  thence  to  the  Perdido;  and  when 
he  had  done  so,  he  organized  there  a  separate  gov- 
ernment, and  called  the  country  Fredonia;  and 
after  having  established  such  government,  Thomas 
applied  to  this  Government  either  to  guaranty  his 
republic,  or  to  annex  it  to  this  Union.  Well, 
■what  was  done  ? 

Mr.  Madison,  in  a  time  of  peace,  sends  his  forces 
and  talves  from  these  revolutionary  patriots  the 
country  acquired  by  their  revolution,  without  the 
authoi'ity  of  Congress.  Well,  the  Senator  goes 
back  to  the  act  of  1806,  for  the  authority  for  this 
act.  Why,  in  1806  the  Government  of  Fredonia 
had  no  existence.  After  this  had  been  done,  the 
President  asks  Congress  to  aid  in  this — what  shall 
I  call  it.' — robbery.'  That  is  a  harsh  term;  yet  it 
is  precisely  similar  to  the  terms  employed  in  refer- 
ence to  our  proceedings  now.  Mr.  Madison  ap- 
plies to  Congress  to  add  this  country,  thus  seized 
in  time  of  peace,  without  the  warrant  of  law,  to  the 
State  of  Louisiana;  and  Congress  does  it  accord- 
ingly, and  the  act  is  now  on  your  statute  book. 
Mr.  Madison  first  seized  the  country  from  those 
who  had  revolutionized  it,  and  Congress  sanc- 
tioned the  plunder,  if  I  may  so  call  it,  by  adding 
it  to  Louisiana.  Louisiana  embraced  it  within 
her  limits;  and  there  it  is  at  thi^day  represented 
by  my  honorable  friend  Mr.  Johnson. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  subject  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

CLERK  TO   SIGN  LAND  PATENTS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  P>REESE,  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  reorganize  the  General  Land  Office," 
approved  July  4,  1836,  was  read  a  second  lime, 
and  considered  »s  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BREESE  asked  for  the  readingof  a  paper, 
which  he  sent  to  the  Secretary,  setting  forth  the 
number  of  land  patents  remaining  unsigned;  which 
was  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  di.slike  to  be  frequent- 
ly intermeddling  in  what  may  be  regarded  as  little 
matters.  I  know  the  effect  wliich  such  things  have 
upon  the  personal  standing  of  Senators,  but  1  can- 
not allow  such  a  bill  as  this  to  pass,  having  been 
in  the  minority  of  the  committee,  without  stating 
to  the  Senate  how  I  think  the  matter  ought  to  be 
disposed  of.  When  1  first  came  into  Congress  in 
the  other  branch  of  this  building,  there  was  no  Sec- 


retary to  sign  patents.  It  was  alleged  then,  that 
as  the  land  patents  that  were  issued  were  numer- 
ous, it  was  necessary  to  have  such  an  officer,  and 
one  was  accordingly  created  with  a  salary  of 
^1,500.  And  no  other  duty  under  the  sun  was 
assigned  to  him  than  that  of  signyig  tliese  patents; 
and  now  we  are  informed  that  he  cannot  discharge 
that  duty,  and  that  there  has  been  an  accumula- 
tion of  patents,  to  the  extent  of  some  thirty  or 
forty  thousand,  and  we  are  called  on  to  appoint 
an  assistant  Secretary.  Now,  the  question  is,  can 
one  man  do  it?  We  made  some  experiments  in 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  the  other  day,  and 
though  it  may  seem  trifling  to  rjfer  to  such  things, 
yet  it  will  serve  to  explain  this  matter  in  a  way 
that  no^  man  can  doubt,  the  capacity  of  a  single 
officer  to  sit;n  all  these  land  patents,  and  even  dou- 
ble the  number  if  necessary.  He  then  proceeded 
to  show,  by  calculation  of  time,  that  one  person 
would  be  fully  capable  of  performing  the  labor 
within  less  than  two  months. 

Mr.  BREESE.  I  apprehend  that  no  individual 
can  be  found  who  could  accomplish  it  in  that  time; 
for  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  Secretary 
must  sign  the  name  of  the  President  as  v/ell  as  his 
own,  and  this,  too,  upon  parchment.  *  No  one  can 
labor  day  after  day  in  that  way,  as  the  Senator 
seems  to  suppose,  without  danger  of  seriously 
impairing  his  intellect.  The  bill  makes  no  appro- 
priation at  all;  it  does  not  propose  to  pay  the  Sec- 
retary one  single  dollar  for  his  services.  It  is 
hiijhly  necessary  that  these  patents  should  be 
issued,  as  they  are  the  only  evidence  of  title  which 
the  parties  have.  Under  these  circumstances,  1 
cannot  see  how  the  bill  can  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  have  seen  patents  filled 
out  with  the  President's  name  by  the  clerks  in  the 
office,  so  that  the  Secretary  would  only  have  to 
sign  his  own  name.  If  you,  instead  of  passing 
this  bill,  give  a  reasonable  remuneration  to  some 
clerk  fordoing  the  work,  you  will  have  it  speedily 
done.  My  word  for  it,  there  are  hundreds  of  in- 
divfduals  in  this  city  who  would  be  glad  to  under- 
take the  work  for  two  months'  salary. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana.  I  can  see  no 
objection  to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  especially  as 
it  does  not  propose  any  salary  for  the  officer  who 
is  to  be  engaged. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  take  it  for  granted, 
that  if  we  employed  a  person  to  do  our  work,  that 
we  will  not  refuse  to  pay  him.- 

Mr.  BREESE.  There  is  no  salary  proposed  to 
be  paid  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  That  is  all  very  true; 
you  do  not  propose  to  pay  now,  but  he  must  be 
paid  at  some  time  or  other. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  would  inquire  of  the  honor- 
able chairman  of  the  committee  how  many  patents 
there  are  unsigned  ? 

Mr.  BREESE.  By  the  report  it  appears  that 
there  are  now  fifty-seven  thousand,  and  that  they 
increase  at  the  rate  of  seven  thousand  a  month. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  1  propose,  sir,  with  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  honorable  chairman,  that  this  bill  be 
committed,  with  instructions  to  the  committee  to 
amend  it,  by  providing  for  the  employment,  for  a 
fixed  period,  and  for  a  reasonable  compensation, 
of  a  person  who  shall  sign  these  patents;  and  when 
the  arrears  are  once  brought  up,  there  can  be  no 
difficulty  in  keeping  from  falling  behind. 

This  motion  was  subsequently  withdrawn. 

No  amendment  being  made,  the  bill  was  report- 
ed to  the  Senate,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time. 

The  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  January  25,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read  and 
approved — 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  first  business  in 
order  to  be  the  call  of  the  committees  for  reports. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  by  general 
consent,  moved  the  following  preamble  and  reso- 
lution; which  were  read  and  agreed  to  : 

Whereas  llie  great  loss  of  lil'e  on  lUv  UxkcA  and  western 
waters,  by  means  of  fire,  explosions,  iiml  collisions  of  steam- 
ers and  vessels  williin  the  last  few  years,  but  too  clearly  in- 
dicates either  the  iiisnIHeiency  of  the  laws  in  regard  to  the 
inspection  of  boilers  and  hulls,  or  that  tliey  are  not  faithfully 
executed  :  'J'hereforc, 

Resolved,  That  the  (Jommittoe  oh  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and   necessity  of  any  addi- 


tional iPijislation  or  new  regulation  on  the  subject  of  the  in- 
spection of  boilers,  hulls,  ringing,  and  finding  of  steamers  and 
vessels,  and  report  by  bill  or  otlicrvviso. 

Mr.  INGE,  by  general  consent,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama,  relating  to 
the  establishment  of  a  foundry  and  armory  in 
said  Slate.  Pveferred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs, 

Mr.  McClelland,  by  general  consent, 
moved  a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  to  inquire  whether  any  further  legisla- 
tion is  necessary  for  the  better  security  of  the  lives 
of  passengers  on  steamboats,  &c.,  on  the  northern 
lakes,  &c.     The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
The  committees  were  called  for  reports,  and  re- 
ports were  made — 

By  Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means:  A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Military  Academy  for  the  year  end- 
ing 30th  of  June,  1849. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee:  A  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  payment  of  revolutionary 
and  other  pensions  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  ending  30th  June,  1849;  which  bills  were  sev- 
erally read  and  committed. 

By  Mr.  DANIEL,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims:  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stalker  and  Hill. 
Read  and  committed. 

By  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  from 
the  same  committee:  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reuben 
Perry  and  Thomas  P.  Ligon.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Also,  from  the  same  comrnittee:  An  adverse  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  the  administrators  of  Samuel 
Holgate.     Laid  on  the  table. 

By  Mr.  DUNN,  from  the  same  committee:  A 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Girard,  and  a  bill 
making  provision  for  the  widows  and  children  of 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  United  States  who  have 
died  or  may  die  while  in  the  service  or  after  their 
discharge,  on  account  of  sickness  or  wounds  -in- 
curred while  in  the  service  ;  which  bills  were  read 
and  committed. 

By  Mr.  HUNT,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce: A  bill  for  the  relief  of  tlie  owners  of  the 
Spanish  brig  Restauradnr,  and  a  bill  to  establish 
the  collection  district  of  Brunswick,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia;  which  bills  were  read  and  committed. 

By'Mr.  GRINNELL,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee: A  bill  to  amend  the  first  section  of  an  act  to 
regulate  the  carriage  of  passengers  in  merchant 
vessels;  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Red  River 
Railroad  Company;  which  several  bills  were  read 
and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee:  An  adverse  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  Ferdinand  N.  Clarke. 

By  Mr.  PUTNAM,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands:  An  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  James  Chapman.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  of  the  House 
entitled  "An  act  further  to  extend  the  time  for  lo- 
cating Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and  return- 
ing surveys  thereon  to  the  General  Land  Office," 
reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  with  an 
amendment.     Committed. 

By  Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  same 
committee:  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  White. 
Read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee:  Adverse  reports 
on  the  petitions  of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri, 
concerning  the  landing  at  Potosi;  of  James  Dos- 
sett,  and  Edward  Keating,  mayor  of  Alton.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  resolution,  pro- 
viding that  sundry  communications  from  the  Post 
Office  Department  in  relation  to  southern  mail 
transportation,  be  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table 
and  referred  to  the  Post  Office  Committee. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  resolution  could  only 
be  received  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House. 
Objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was  not  re- 
ceived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EMBREE,  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  was  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
House  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  estab- 
lish certain  post-routes,  and  for  other  purposes." 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  from  ths  Committee 
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on  tlie  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  had 
been  refened  the  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thom- 
as Rhodes,  reported  the  same  back  to  tlie  House, 
with  a  written  report  adverse  to  the  passage  of  the 
bill.     Laid  on  the  table. 

"  By  Mr.  McDowell,  from  the  Committee  for 
tlie  Distiict  of  (Columbia:  A  bill  givinij  the  assent 
of  the  United  States  to  an  act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Maryland,  passed  at  December  session, 
18-44,  chanter  237.     Read  and  committed. 

By  Mr.' J.  R.  1XGERS0L"L,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary:  Askini^to  be  di.scharscd  from 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  17th  instant,  relative  to  the  payment  to  the 
lieii-s  of  officers  and  soldiers  killed  in  battle  in 
Mexico  the  amount  of  treasury  notes,  or  other 
property,  or  money,  and  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

By  Mr.  RUMSEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims:  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis 
Benedict.     Read  and  committed. 

By  Mr.  HARMANSOxX,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee: A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  Bessee. 
Read  and  committed. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arlcansas,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Aftairs:  A  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Perry,  a  Choctaw  Indian.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  WILSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  the  House  liill  for  the  settlement 
of  the  claims  of  New  Hampshire  against  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  referred,  reported  the  same  back  to 
the  House.     Committed. 

By  Mr.  STANTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Aftairs :  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  G.  F.  De 
La  Roche  and  W.  P.  S.  Sanger.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  assistant  pursers  in  the  navy, 
reported  tlie  same  back  to  the  House  with  an 
amendment.     Committed. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Territories,  to  which  had  been  referred 
the  bill  of  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  W.  B. 
Slaughter,  late  Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consm,  leported  the  same  back  to  the  House  with 
an  amendment. 

By  Mr.  COCKE,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions  :  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jona- 
than Moore,  of  the  State  of  Massacliusetts. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee  :  A  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  Ellis.     Read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee:  An  adverse 
report  on  the  petition  of  Jedediah  Morse.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

By  Mr.  FREEDLY,  from  tlie  same  committee  : 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Catharine  Fulton,  widow  of 
Samuel  Fulton.     Read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee  :  Adverse  reports 
on  the  petitions  of  George  Taylor  and  Marshal 
Gentry.     Laid  on  the  table. 

By  Mr.  STRONG,  from  the  same  committee: 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tilpha  White. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee:  A  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Anna  Yarrinuton.    Read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  some  committee:  An  adverse 
report  on  the  petition  of  Ann  Pearsey.  Laid  on 
the  taldc. 

By  Mr.  WILEY,  from  theCommitteeon  Invalid 
Pensions:  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hugh  Riddle. 
Piead  and  committed. 

By  Mr.  WM.  T.  LAWRENCE,  from  the  same 
ronimittee:  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Badger. 
Read  anri  committed. 

Al.so,  from  the  same  committee:  An  adverse  re- 
poi-t  on  the  petition  of  William  Sjiarks.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

By  Mr.  KENNON,  from  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
count.i,  the  following  reHolulion,  which  was  read 
and  agreed  to: 

Rctrilreil,  Tlmt  the  SorBMnt-al-Arms  be  directed  to  pa^' 
Mrs.  I',ll"-ii  S.  Bradley,  wirlow  ol  tho  Jlon.  Kdwaid  Bradley, 
l.ite  lit'  Micliisan,  diicea-icd,  liis  iiiiicaije,  as  allowed  liy  the 
Comiiiilti.-eorMllcasf,  frniii  Marshall,  hU  plac<^  olrej-uh-nce 
in  Michiifan,  In  New  York  city,  where,  on  his  journey  to 
\Vashiii|{ton,  to  take  Inn  eeat  a»  u  iiicinber  or  this  lloU!ie,lie 
died. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Select 
Committee  on  Rules  of  the  Mouse:  The  following 
umendmenl  lo  the  133d  rule:  "  Insert  after  the 
word  'committee'  (where  it  Inst  occurs  in  the  last 
claiiMP  f>f  the  said  ride)  the  following  wrnds:  'uf  the 
Wliotc  Jloiisr  and  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  ttaie  vf  the  Union. ' ' ' 


Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York,  by  general  con- 
sent, presented  resolutions  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  in  favor  of  a  repeal  of  the  law  of  the  last 
session  of  Congress  imposing  postage  on  news- 
papers.    Read  and  referred. 

REFERENCE  OF  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  (Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  the  chair)  on  the  President's  annual  message, 
and  the  resolutions  referring  the  same  to  appro- 
committees. 

Mr.  BEDINGER  addressed  the  committee  at 
length.  Hi.s  remarks  prepared  for  the  Congress- 
ional Globe  are  omitted  at  his  request,  but  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix,  revised  by  himself.  ^ 

Mr.  ROMAN  then  olitained  the  floor,  and  spoke 
for  about  an  hour;  a  report  of  his  speech  will  also 
be  found  in  the  Appendix,  prepared  by  himself. 

Mr.  GREEN,  after  soine  merited  compliments 
on  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  who  had  just  re- 
sumed his  seat,  with  whose  manner  and  style  of 
delivery  he  was  greatly  pleased,  observed,  that 
however  he  might  have  been  attracted  by  the  gen- 
tleman's rhetoric,  he  could  by  no  means  subscribe 
to  his  sentiments,  from  which,  indeed,  he  differed 
widely.  For  this  difference  he  felt  bound  to  give 
some  reasons:  not  with  any  expectation  of  enlight- 
ening the  committee,  or  presenting  any  new  facts 
to  their  notice,  but  simply  for  the  purpose  of  vin- 
dicating the  vote  he  should  give;  this  he  consider- 
ed as  due  both  to  himself  and  to  those  whom  it 
was  his  honor  to  represent  here. 

The  principal,  and,  indeed  he  might  almost  say, 
the  only  point  in  the  argument  of  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  which  he  rose  to  notice, 
was  the  charge  upon  the  President  that  he  had 
commenced  this  war  unnecessarily  and  unconsti- 
tutionally— a  charge  urged  with  great  dexterity  by 
gentlemen  who  had  themselves  voted  to  declare  and 
to  support  the  war.  He  hoped  to  draw  these  gen- 
tlemen out,  and  to  exhibit  the  true  position  they 
occupied  in  relation  to  the  war. 

In  attempting  to  do  the  President  justice,  and 
vindicate  him  from  the  injurious  charge  preferred 
against  him,  Mr.  G.  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  a  few  facts. 

The  vote  in  this  House  of  eighty-five  men  de- 
clares (said  Mr.  G.)  that  the  war  with  Mexico  has 
been  unnecessarily  and  unconstitutionally  com- 
menced by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Now,  let  it  be  noted,  that  this  vote  extends  no 
further  than  to  the  commencement  of  the  war: 
it  does  not  sa';}^  that  the  war  is  unconstitutional 
noiv,  but  only  that  the  manner  of  beginning  it  was 
so.  I  ask  the  particular  attention  of  the  committee 
to  this  point.  Will  you  say  that  it  is  unconstitu- 
tional now?  Since  no  man  can  answer  in  the 
affirmative,  I  hold  the  affirmative  in  the  vote  is 
limited  exclusively  to  the  commencement  of  the 
war.  The  declaration  extends  in  its  range  only 
up  to  the  ]3th  of  May,  1846.  And  who  makes  it? 
Eighty-five  members  of  this  House!  Do  they,  in 
this  assertion,  represent  the  sentiments  of  their 
constituents?  I  know  not.  1  cannot  pretend  to 
know  as  to  the  whole  liody;  but  I  can  answer  for 
one.  I  refer  to  a  gentleman  from  Illinois,  who  said 
that  he  voted  for  that  proposition  "  doubtingly." 
I  so  understood  him  to  say.  If  I  misrepresent  him 
I.do  it  innocently — it  is  so  in  his  reported  speech. 
Nor  do  I  greatly  wonder  that  gentlemen  should  so 
vote  in  high  party  times  like  these,  and  just  before 
a  Presidential  election.  Such  a  consideration  may 
have  had  its  influence  upon  them;  I  do  not  say  it 
had.  But,  I  repeat  it,  the  question  is  this:  Is  the 
war  with  Mexico  nmc  unconstitutional?  is  it  un- 
just? and  will  you  declare  it  to  be  so?  Let  the 
people  fully  understand  the  extent  and  application 
of  tlie  declaration  you  have  made.  Then  we  shall 
know  where  to  find  you.  Then  the  people  will 
know  the  ground  you  mean  to  stand  on;  and  in 
the  great  contest  which  is  coming  in  1848,  it  is  not 
hard  to  predict  What  the  result  will  be. 

The  President  made  the  war,  and  he  made  it  un- 
necessarily and  unconstitutionally;  and  then  the 
cfuiillary  is,  that  he  is  personally  guilty  of  all  the 
blood  v.hicli  has  been  shed  in  the  contest:  Now, 
they  mean,  I  presume,  to  limit  this  blood,  of 
which  the  Presidimt  is  guilty,  to  that  shed  pre- 
vimisly  to  the  13th  May,  1846;  for  since  that  time, 
whatever  amount  of  it  may  have  been  slird,  it  is 
all  chargeable  to  Congress,  and  not  to  tlu;  Exccu- 
tiv't.  I  hold  the  war  to  be  constitutional  and  just; 
and  before  I  sit  down  I  hope  to  be  able  lo  prove 


that  the  President  was  fully  justifiable  in  advancing 
our  army  to  the  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande.  If 
in  this  1  am  wrong,  I  am  at  least  innocently 
wrong. 

I  do  not  say  that  the  President  is  just'ijied  because 
Mexico  owes  us  money,  because  she  has  perpetra- 
ted outrages  on  ouriCommorce  and  the  persons  of 
our  citizens,  or  even  because  she  has  insulted  us  as 
a  nation;  for,  though  these  things  may  present  very 
good  arguments  why  Congress  should  declare  war 
against  her,  thev  do  not  justify  the  President  in 
going  to  war.  His  only  constitutional  right  in  the 
case  is  to  repel  invasion  and  repress  insurrection. 
But  if  I  show  that  he  was  sanctioned  and  sup- 
ported in  what  he  did  by  the  Constitution  itself, 
and  by  law  passed  luider  the  -sanction  of  the 
Constitution,  then  the  injurious  charges  which 
have  been  preferred  here  against  him  must  be 
hurled  back  on  the  heads  of  those  who  make 
them. 

On  the  13th  May,  Congress  declared  this  war. 
"Aye,  say  they,  but  you  compelled  us  to  vote  the 
war,  by  appending — I  was  going  to  use  a  word  of 
which  I  should  afterwards  have  been  ashamed — a 
falsehood  to  the  bill  of  supplies."  I  do  not  com- 
plain of  those  who  voted  conscientiously  in  the 
matter,  and  who  thought  the  preamble  untrue. 
But  what,  I  ask,  is  a  declaration  of  war?  A  dec- 
laration of  war  is  nothing  more  than  this — the 
official  public  declaration,  by  competent  authority, 
that  war  exists.  When  this  declaration  is  made 
by  the  proper  authority,  that  is  a  declaration  of 
war.  It  is  the  annunciation  of  a  fact;  neither  more 
nor  less  than  that.  It  is  not  a  proclamation  by 
the  Executive,  as  was  made  in  the  war  of  1812, 
that  necessarily  constitutes  a  declaration  of  war; 
for  the  Constitution  says  that  "  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  declare  war.''  Any  act  of  Con- 
frress,  then,  that  announces  the  fact  that  war  ex- 
ists, is,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  declaration  of 
war;  and  so  it  is  held  by  every  writer  on  interna- 
tional law  to  whose  writings  I  have  had  access. 
Now,  then,  if  Congress,  by  virtue  of  the  power 
granted  to  them  in  the  Constitution,  declared  this 
war,  then  is  it  a  constitutional  war;  and  gentlemen 
will  not  deny  that  the  war  is  now  constitutional, 
whatever  they  may  say  about  its  origin;  for  truth 
has  and  must  have  the  same  force  and  eflect  on 
their  minds  that  it  has  on  ours.  They  will  not 
run  in  the  face  of  plain  facts.  When  a  resolution 
was  introduced  here,  some  days  since,  declaring 
that  our  troops  ouii;htto  be  withdrawn  from  Mex- 
ico, but  forty  or  fifty  members  of  this  House  were 
found  voting  in  its  favor;  I  conclude  of  course  that 
all  the  rest  of  this  body  were  and  are  against  such 
a  declaration.  But  if  they  believed  the  war  now, 
at  this  day,  to  be  in  itself  unconstitutional,  could 
they  possibly  refuse  to  declare  that  our  army  ought 
to  be  recalled?  Their  oath  to  the  Constitution 
would  compel  them  to  do  so.  Their  moral  obli- 
gation, as  men  and  as  citizens,  must  have  con- 
strained them  to  vote  for  and  not  against  such  a 
resolution.  Hence  I  am  warranted  in  inferring 
that  yon  do,  in  your  conscience,  believe  the  exist- 
ing war  to  be  at  this  time  a  constitutional  war. 
And  now  for  some  of  the  consequences. 

The  war  of  1812  was  conceded  to  be  constitu- 
tional, at  least  by  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  And  on  that  point  let  me  read  a 
sentence  from  avery  high  authority,  and  onewhich, 
I  am  well  assureS,  will  not  be  objected  to  by  gen- 
tlemen on  that  side  of  the  House.  Mr.  Clay, 
in  1847,  at  Lexington,  speaking  of  the  Federalists 
and  war  of  1812,  says: 

"  The  war  beine  con-stftHiionoHi/ declared,  it  became  tlicir 
(llio  Fe(lei-ali,-ts)  duty  to  have  Riven  it  tlu  ir  hemly  cooper- 
ation. Bnt  the  ma^is  of  them  did  not.  *  *  *  *  They 
lo.-^l,  and  justly  lost,  the  public  confidence." 

Now,  if  ft  war  is  constitutional,  those  who 
are  guilty  of  opposing  it  lose  (according  to  this? 
authority)  the  public  confidence.  I  ask  again, 
is  the  present  war  now  constitutional?  Has  it 
been  so,  or  not,  since  13th  May,  184G?  And 
if  it  has,  then  I  ask  you,  gentlemen,  have  you 
given  it  your  "  hearty  support"  and  cooperalicni  ? 
J>;xamine  your  own  boscnns  for  an  answer;  and  if 
lliey  answer  no,  then  are  you  not  placed  by  this 
very  exalted  authority  in  the  same  category  with 
the  lories  m  1812?  and,  Mr.  Clay  being  judire,  are 
you  not  likely,  "  in  consequence,"  lo  "  lose  the 
|>ublic  conlidence?"  1  do  not  charge  treason  upon 
any  one  :  I  will  notu.se  that  phrase  by  you  called 
stereotyped,  of  "  giving  aid  and  comfort  io  the  ene- 
my;" but  this  I  wdl  say:  admitling,  as  you  con- 
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tend,  that  the  President  is  guihy  of  all  the  l:)lood 
shed  in  this  war  previously  to  13lh  May,  ]846,  are 
not  you,  who  prolong  and  support  the  war  and 
give  means  to  carry  it  on,  guilty,  in  an  equal 
degree,  of  all  the  blood  which  has  been  shed  since 
that  day?  Extricate  yourselves,  if  you  can,  out 
of  that  dilemma!  You  have  great  logical  as  well 
as  rhetorical  powers  :  I  admit  the  ability  which  is 
to  be  found  in  your  ranks  :  try  your  reasoning 
powers  on  this  position  which  I  have  assumetl : 
show,  if  you  can,  on  your  own  principle,  that  you 
are  not  as  guilty  for  all  the  blood  shed  in  this  war 
since  May,  184G,  as  the  President  is  for  all  the 
blood  shed  in  it  before  that  day.  Prove  that  he  is 
guilty,  and  yourselves  not  guilty.  I  shall  be  de- 
lighted to  hear  you.  And  if  you  can  prove  this  to 
the  satisfaction  of  any  man  of  common  sense,  I 
will  own  you  to  be  possessed  of  a  magic  power 
with  which  I  am  wholly  unacquainted. 

But  all  these  questions  are  merged  in  the  greai 
question  whether  we  sliall  sustain  this  war  and 
prosecute  it  with  vigor;  whether  we  shall  oppose 
or  shall  cooperate  with  the  great  war  party  in  the 
country,  (if  parties  on  such  a  matter  we  must 
have.) 

But  I  have  not  conceded  that  the  President  has 
done  any  unconstitutional  act,  or  is  guilty  of  one 
drop  of  the  blood  shed  in  this  war.  The  sub- 
ject presents  a  grave  inquiry,  and  one  which  has 
occupied  the  greatest  minds  this  land  contains. 
Did  such  a  one  as  I  claim  to  shed  any  new  light 
upon  it,  it  would  be  presumptuous  indeed.  1  set 
up  no  such  pretension;  I  only  express  my  own 
views  in  my  own  vindication. 

The  charge  adduced  against  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is  a  weighty  one;  and,  for  one,  I  say, 
if  he  has  been  guilty  of  the  unconstitutional  act  of 
which  he  is  accused,  let  no  party  zeal,  let  no  per- 
sonal partiality,  seek  to  cloak  the  criminality  of  so 
serious  an  abuse  of  place  and  authority.  I  say, 
in  that  case,  expose  him,  though  the  party  and 
all  its  interests  be  scattered  to  the  four  winds  of 
heaven.  No;  let  us  stand  by  the  Constitution, 
and  by  no  man  who  violates  it.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  am  not  willing  to  .give  up  the  President 
without  a  full  investigation  of  the  charge  brought 
against  him. 

To  judge  of  the  President's  course,  we  must 
consider  well  the  relations  of  the  United  States  to 
Mexico  when  the  President  acted  as  he  has  done. 
1  am  not  going  back  into  old  grievances.  What- 
ever, however  num.erous,  however  aggravated 
they  may  have  been,  they  could  never  justify  the 
President  in  making  war  on  Mexico,  though  they 
might  very  propeily  influence  the  minds  of  Con- 
gress to  do  so.  The  question  is,  whether,  under 
relations  then  existing  between  the  two  countries, 
it  was  the  President's  right  and  his  duty  to  ad- 
vance our  army  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande.' 
"We  say  it  was  both  his  right'and  his  duty.  And 
for  proof  of  this,  we  adduce  the  following  facts; 
On  the  4lh  of  July,  ]845,  the  annexation  of  Texas 
was  completed;  and  from  that  hour  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  President  to  protect  her  as  a  State  of  this 
Union  to  her  utmost  limits. 

In  reply  to  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat,  (and  whom  I  consider  as  "  the  greatest  Ro- 
man of  them  all,")  I  admit  that  a  President  of  the 
United  States  has  no  right  to  declare  war;  but  it  is 
his  right  and  his  duty  to  repel  invasion  and  to 
suppress  insurrection  without  any  action  of  Con- 
gress at  all.  If  either  invasion  or  insurrection 
should  be  known  to  him  to  exist,  and  he  should 
wilfully  neglect  to  repel  the  one  or  to  suppress  the 
other,  he  would  be  guilty  of  a  violation  of  his  oath 
of  office.  This  is  admitted  by  Mr.  Clay,  and  by 
many  other  distinguished  men  who  think  with  the 
gentleman,  But  when  the  act  of  annexation  took 
place,  the  Mexican  Governmentsolemnly  protested 
against  it,  and  warned  us  that  she  would  consider 
annexation  as  tantamount  to  a  declaration  of  war. 
Hence  Mr.  Clay,  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  other  manoeu- 
vring politicians  of  the  day,  constantly  say  that  it 
was  that  act  of  annexation  which  produced  the 
war — that  it  was  virtually  war  with  Mexico. 

Well,  if  this  was  war  with  Mexico,  then  the 
war  v/as  made  by  Congress  and  not  by  the  Presi- 
dent, for  it  was  Congress  who  pas.scd  the  resolu- 
tion to  annex.  Virtual  war  was  then  made  by 
Congress;  and  so  the  Mexican  minister  considered 
it,  and  he  accordingly  demanded  his  passports, 
and  withdrew  from  his  olRcial  position  near  this 
Government.  And  Mexico  so  considered  it,  for 
she  thereupon  threatened  to  invade  Texas,  and 


commenced  raising  troops  with  that  avowed  pur- 
pose. Now,  whether  Mexico  had  just  cause  for 
so  )-egarding  it  or  not,  still  I  say,  as  she  did  so  re- 
gard it  in  fact,  and  did  commence  preparations  to 
invade  Texas,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
look  at  the  facts  as  they  stood,  and  to  act  in  view 
of  them.  When  Mexico  warned  us  that  annexa- 
tion would,  in  her  understanding,  be  war,  and 
when  she  accordingly  openly  prepared  for  war,  I 
say  it  was  the  President's  duly  to  prepare  for  the 
consequences.  We  had  elected  him  President;  the 
President  is  bound  to  repel  invasion.  Mexico  had 
threatened  invasion,  withdrawn  her  minister,  and 
commenced  to  raise  armies — will  any  man  deny 
that  he  was  bound  to  prepare  to  repel  invasion? 
However  unfounded  the  views  Mexico  chose  to 
take,  still  she  took  them,  avowed  them,  gave  us 
warning  of  them,  and  acted  upon  them;  and  that 
being  the  case,  our  President  must  govern  himself 
accordingly. 

It  is  a  rule  of  international  law,  that  while  ter- 
ritory is  in  dispute  between  two  nations,  neither 
of  them  may  take  armed  possession  of  it.  But 
that  rule  did  not  apply  as  between  Mexico  and  the 
United  States  to  the  territory  on  the  Rio  Grande. 
The  rule,  in  the  abstract,  is  true;  but  it  did  not 
apply.here;  first,  because  Mexico  was  in  hostility 
against  the  United  States.  She  had  said  we  had 
virtually  made  war  upon  her  by  annexing  her 
province  to  our  Republic.  She  was  mustering 
troops;  she  was  openly  preparing  to  invade  us. 
The  rule  has  application  only  to  nations  in  a  state 
of  peace.  This  was  not  peace.  We  had  offered 
negotiation,  and  Mexico  had  refused  it.  I  have 
not  time  now  to  prove  this;  I  could,  if  my  time 
would  allow.  I  will  refer  gentlemen  to  the  able 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Rob- 
inson,] who  has  shown  that  General  Taylor  and 
Mr.  Polk  are  equally  guilty  of  beginning  the  war, 
if  either  of  them  is  guilty  at  all.  Mexico  had  col- 
lected and  was  augmenting  her  armed  forces  on 
the  west  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande;  and  I  noticed, 
as  the  able  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Roman] 
was  speaking,  that  he  dropped  incidentally  an  ex- 
pression which  casts  light  on  the  true  slate  of  things 
between  us  and  Mexico  at  that  time.  He  said 
that  our  consul,  Mr.  Black,  in  his  letter,  inform.ed 
Mr.  Buchanan,  our  Secretary  of  State,  that  Mex- 
ico had  "agreed  to  suspend  hostilities,"  and  try 
the  effecl;  of  negotiation.  "To  suspend  hostili- 
ties !"  What  does  that  mean  ?  A  state  of  peace  ? 
Are  "  hostilities"  another  word  for  "  peace?"  If 
she  v.'as  willing  to  suspend  hostilities,  then  hostili- 
ties existed,  or  they  could  not  be  suspended.  And 
they  were,  in  fact,  suspended  for  a  time.  Negotia- 
tion was  tried;  but  after  negotiation  had  failed,  then, 
and  not  till  then,  the  last  resort  of  nations  was  ap- 
pealed to.  Second.  There  is  another  reason  why 
the  rule  about  not  taking  armed  possession  of  ter- 
ritory in  dispute  does  not  apply,  and  that  reason 
is  found  in  the  absolute  necessity.  This  may 
be  considered  as  a  new  principle,  and  quite  a  new 
way  of  disposing  of  that  admitted  rule  of  national 
law.  But  all  such  rules  have  their  origin  in  neces- 
sity and  in  right.  If  Mexico  was  going  to  take  mil- 
itary possession  of  the  disputed  territory,  as  she 
avowedly  was,  and  that  disputed  territory  extended 
from  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  Sabine — it  was  of  ne- 
cessity that  \vc  should  have  the  same  right.  There- 
fore, I  hold  that  the  President  did  no  more  than 
what  he  was  bound  to  do  as  a  means  of  resisting 
invasion. 

The  last  ground  you  take  is  this:  we  had  aright 
to  annex  Texas  and  protect  her,  but  not  to  go 
to  the  Rio  Grande.  I  will  ask  gentlemen  one 
question:  when  did  you  first  get  the  idea  of  the 
distinction  between  Texas  to  the  Nueces  and 
Texas  to  the  Rio  Grande  ?  The  treaty  of  annexa- 
tion was  rejected,  because  it  extended  Texas  to 
the  Rio  Grande.  But  did  the  Tyler  treaty  extend 
Texas  to  the  river  ?  Did  it  expressly  recognize  the 
river  as  her  boundary  ?  No,  sir;  it  recognized  only 
whatever  territory  Texas  was  rightfully  entitled 
to.^  It  left  the  question  of  boundary  precisely 
where  the  resolution  of  annftxation  left  it.  Then 
I  have  this  corollary'for  gentlemen:  If  the  Tyler 
treaty  was  opposed  because  it  extended  Texas  to 
the  Rio  Grande,  and  if  it  be  true  that  the  resolu- 
tions of  annexation  left  the  boundary  just  where 
the  treaty  left  it,  then,  I  say,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
President  to  defend  Texas  where  both  left  it;  and 
that  gentlemen  themselves  being  judges,  \yas  up 
to  the  Rio  Grande;  for  that  was  the  very  ground  on 
which  they  rejected  the  treaty.     How  would  the 


Tyler  treaty  have  disposed  of  the  disputed  terri- 
tory ?  Only  in  one  way;  because,  in  the  absence 
of  any  specified  boundary,  no  other  could  be  prac- 
tically recognized  but  the  utmost  that  Texas 
claimed;  and  this  was  precisely  that  which  the 
President  did  recognize,  and  which  he  was  bound 
to  defend.  It  was  not  for  him  to  say  to  the  State 
of  Texas,  your  line  runs  here,  and  does  not  run 
there.  But,  it  is  said,  the  annexing  resolutions 
left  the  boundary  to  be  adjusted.  Yes  it  did;  and 
did  not  the  President  try  to  adjust  it,  and  did  not 
Mexico  refuse  to  adjust  it?  Now,  then,  I  ask  s^n- 
tlemen,  under  that  resolution  of  annexation,  sup- 
posing all  endeavors  to  adjust  the  boundary  failed, 
lohat  then  ?  I  ask  gentlemen  to  tell  me.  The  res- 
olutions did  not  look  to  that  case.  I  ask  again,  if 
efforts  should  Be  made  to  fix  the  boundary,  and 
they  should  fail,  w/if(«  ^/icn?  Will  gentlemen  tell 
me  ? 

But  in  the  absence  of  adjustment,  what  must  be 
the  boundary?  There  was  but  one  answer.  The 
question  not  being  settled,  the  President  must 
defend  to  the  utmost  verge  of  our  claim.  There 
were  certain  facts  which  showed  conclusively  to 
his  mind  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
defend  to  the  Rio  Grande.  Bear  in  mind  the  hos- 
tile position  in  which  Mexico  stood,  her  threats  to 
invade  Texas  not  only  between  the  Rio  Grande 
and  the  Nueces,  but  the  whole  of  Texas  up  to  the 
Sabine,  to  reconquer  her  "  revolted  province,"  as 
she  was  pleased  to  term  it.  Had  Mexico  ever 
abandoned  her  claims  to  Texas  east  of  the  Nueces? 
No  ;•  except  in  the  offer  made  to  Mr.  Trist.  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  assumed  that  if  our  army 
had  never  gone  bej'ond  the  Nuece.^,  there  v/ould 
have  been  no  war.  Was  nothing  else  in  contro- 
versy? Why,  after  we  had  whipped  Mexico, 
overrun  and  occupied  half  of  her  territory,  she 
then  turns  round  and  says  through  her  commis- 
sioners to  Mr.  Trist,  If  you  will  make  peace,  we 
will  agree  to  the  Nueces  as  the  boundary.  If  she 
had  before  that  abandoned  her  claim  to  the'  east 
of  the  Nueces,  what  surrender  did  she  make?  And 
still  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Roman] 
said  that  offer  ought  to  have  been  accepted. 

Mr.  ROMAN,  interposing,  was  understood  to 
say  that  the  true  boundary  was  at  the  desert,  and 
was  the  correct  one. 

Mr.  GREEN  was  glad  to  see  that  the  gentleman 
was  advancing.  He  hoped  he  would  go  on  until 
he  came  on  to  good  orthodox  ground  on  this  ques- 
tion. 

The  law  of  Texas  (continued  Mr.  G.)  did  claim 
to  the  Ptio  Grande.  The  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land said  that  law  was  repealed.  How?  Why, 
repealed  by  the  people  in  convention  when  they 
formed  her  constitution.  But  that  constitution 
only  contained  a  provision  that  the  laws  of  the 
republic,  not  repugnant  to  it,  nor  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  or  the  resolutions  of  an- 
nexation, were  to  continue  in  force.  Well,  was 
this  law  of  1836  repugnant  to  the  terms  of  annexa- 
tion? It  said  that  the  Rio  Grande  was  the  western 
boundary;  the  terms  of  annexation  said  the  bound.- 
ary  should  be  settled  by  negotiation;  the  President 
tried  to  negotiate,  and  failed.  Then  all  attempts 
at  negotiation  and  adjustment  failing,  whatbecaine 
of  the  boundary  ipso  facto  ?  Was  it  to  be  an  indefi- 
nite, intangible  thing?  Was  there  no  point  on 
which  we  could  fix  and  say,  this  is  our  boundary? 
True,  the  question  was  in  contest,  but  the  law 
made  the  Rio  Grande  the  boundary,  and  that  law 
could  only  be  modified  by  "  adjustment"  under 
the  terins  of  annexation.  The  question  not  being 
settled,  and  settlement  being  impossible,  but  one 
thing  remained,  viz:  that  Uie  President,  having 
the  power  to  repel  mvasion,  was  bound  to  defend 
up  to  the  extreme  verge  of  our  claim. 

The  original  boundary  of  Texas  before  it  was 
incorporated  into  the  American  Union  was  the  Rio 
Grande.  Upon  that  point  we  had  Mr.  Clay's  re- 
markable speech.  That  boundary  was  acknowl- 
edged by  Santa  Anna  in  the  treaty  made  by  him 
with  Texas  in  1836.  It  was  an  important  fact,  that 
in  this  stipulation  the  bone  of  contention  was  the 
independence  of  Texas  on  the  one  side,  and  her 
subjugation  on  the  other,  from  the  Rio  Grande 
east — -a  fact  which  appeared  on  the  very  O^cc  of 
the  stipulation,  and  an  important  fact  in  determin- 
ing what  now  constituted  the  Irncrth  and  breadth — 
the  boundary  of  Texas.  In  1836,  this  law  havins: 
been  passed  by  the  Consrress  of  Texas  declaring 
the  Rio  Grande  to  be  the  western  boundary  of 
the  Republic,  with    that   boundary  she    was    ac- 
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knowledged  independent  by  several  of  the  great 
Powcis  of  tlie  world.  Now,  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  independence  lie  liad  aLithority  for  saying 
was  synonymous  with  acknowledgment  of  title. 
In  1S3(),  iiiiving  made  this  solemn  declaration  by 
law  to  the  world,  that  her  western  boundary  was 
the  Rio  Grande,  Texas  applied  for  admission  into 
our  Confederacy.  General  Jackson,  in  his  message 
nt  that  time,  said:  (Mr.  G.  read  an  extract  from 
this  message,  in  which  it  was  declared  that  the 
title  of  Texas  to  the  teiiiiory  si>e  claimed  was  iden- 
liticd  with  lier  independence,  and  she  asks  us  now 
to  acknowledge  that  title,  with  the  avowed  design 
of  seeking  admission  into  our  (Jiiion.)  General 
Jackson  opposed  annexation  at  that  time,  under 
those  circumstances.  He  knew  that  there  might 
be  those  who  would  dilfor  from.  General  Jackson  in 
this  opinion;  still  it  was  high  authority,  and  enti- 
tled to  respectful  consideration.  "  The  title  to 
I'exas  was  identified  with  her  independence!" 
Five  of  the  leading  Powers  of  the  world  acknowl- 
edged her  independence;  and,  consequently,  Gen- 
eral Jaelcson  being  Judge,  admitted  the  validity  of 
lier  claim  to  its  whole  extent. 

It  might  be  said  in  reply,  suppose  Texas  had 
claimed  all  the  way  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  would 
the  acknowledgment  of  her  independence  have 
bien  an  endorsement  by  the  Powers  making  this 
acknowledgment  of  the  validity  of  her  claims  to 
that  extent.-  Mr.  Gt,  would  answer  that  argument. 
Suppose  she  had  claimed  the  whole  of  Mexico: 
Dirl  they  suppose  she  would  have  been  acknowl- 
ledijed  independent.'  ISo;  because  the  trulli  would 
liave  been  the  reverse.  The  acknowledgment  of 
independence  was  only  the  recognition  of  an  old 
f.ict,  not  the  promulgation  of  a  new  one;  and  lience 
that  acknowledgment  would  not  have  been  made 
unless  the  fact  recognized  t^id  actually  exist. 
Hence,  with  that  boundary,  she  never  would  have 
been  acknowledged  independent. 

Another  fact:  about  the  time  that  annexation 
was  souijilt,  Mexico  offered  to  acknowledge  the 
independence  of  Texas  on  certain  conditions.  The 
question  of  boundary  was  to  remain  unsettled. 
Suppose  that  this  then  had  taken  place,  and  that 
Mexico  had  afterwards  til reatened  to  invade  Texas, 
would  not  Texas  have  been  justified  in  going  even 
upon  disputed  territory,  if  they  pleased,  in  defence 
against  that  invasion?  They  had  not  only  the 
right  to  have  used  all  "the  means  in  their  power 
upon  soil  clearly  theirs,  but  when  war  was  tlireat- 
ened,  they  had  the  right  to  push  their  army,  in  de- 
fence, even  into  the  disputed  territory. 

Mexico  having  refused  to  make  any  adjustment 
— having  refused  to  negotiate,  Texas  having  claim- 
ed to  the  Rio  Grande,  there  being  no  [lossible  way 
of  making  an  arrangement,  ought  not  the  Presi- 
dent, armed  as  he  was  with  the  power  to  repel  in- 
vasion, and  it  being  his  sworn  duly,  under  the 
Constitution,  to  exercise  that  duty  when  emergency 
required  it,  to  have  placed  his  army  on  the  left 
bank- of  the  Rio  Grande.'  Did  ho  do  more  than 
liis  duty.'  If  ho  had  done  otherwise,  would  he 
pot  liave  been  guilty  of  gross  dereliction  of  duty.' 
Mr.  G.  read  an  extract  from  a  speech  from  the 
other  end  of  the  Capitol,  in  wliicii  the  arguments 
were  presented  in  a  succinct  form,  going  to  show 
that  the  title  of  Texas  to  tlie  Rio  Grande  rested 
precisely  on  the  same  ground  as  her  title  to  the 
territory  cast  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  that  if  we 
had  no  right  to  j^lace  our  army  on  the  bank  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  we  had  no  right  to  go  west  of  the 
Sabine.  Was  inde|)endence  an  ability  to  maintain 
your  rights  against  all  others?  Did  not  Texas 
show  her  ability  to  do  this? 

In  184.3,  an  armistice  was  entered  into  between 
Texas  and  Mexico,  in  which  it  was  agreed  that  no 
Texan  forces  should  go  west  of  the  llio  Grande, 
and  that  no  Mexican  forces  eastol'thc  Rio  Grande. 
This  was  not  peace,  but  a  iiuiiai  fieace;  and,  in  the 
absence  of  other  authority  upon  this  point,  was  a 
pretty  good  authority,  showing  that  Mexico,  as 
well  as  Texas,  recognized  the  Rio  Grande  as  the 
turning  point  of  the  dispute;  it  was  made  the  line 
of  demarcation. 

One  oilier  consideration:  If  the  President  liad 
been  jii.stified  in  his  course,  and  (whether  he  was 
justified  or  not)  the  war  now  beinjj  con.stitutional, 
there  was  but  one  course  we  could  pursue,  and 
that  was,  to  prosecute  this  war.  Gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  had  said,  show  u.s  your  plan;  tell  us  the 
o;  jeci.4  of  the  war;  tell  us  wliut  you  arc  fighting 
for;  and  then  we  will  judge  of  the  [iroprieiy  of  it, 
and  vole  su])plies  or  withhold  them,  us  our  judg- 


ment may  dictate.  The  objects  of  the  war!  What 
were  the  objects  of  the  war  of  1812?  Would  any 
of  them  tell  him?  How  did  we  learn  the  objects 
of  that  war?  Did  Congr(!SS  declare  them  in  the 
act  declaring  the  war?  Or  did  the  President  de- 
clare them  in  his  proclamation  of  war?  When  you 
voted  (said  he)  50,000  volunteers  to  the  President, 
when  you  placed  at  his  disposal  ten  millions  of 
money,  and  the  whole  army  and  navy,  did  you 
not  know  what  the  objects  of  the  war  were?  Yes, 
you  did;  for  when  you  read  the  act  which  made 
these  appropriations  of  men  and  money  for  the  vig- 
orous prosecution  of  the  war,  you  saw  that  the  ob- 
jects were  specified  in  it.  You  say  you  were  compel- 
led to  vote  for  it,  because  General  Taylor  was  down 
there  in  danger.  You  may  say  you  were  com- 
pelled to  vote  to  extricate  General  Taylor;  but 
were  you  compelled  to  vote  to  prosecute  the  war? 
I  am  not  now  speaking  of  the  preamble,  but  of 
your  act,  by  which  you  voted  to  prosecute  it. 
Prosecute  it  for  what?  To  obtain  an  honorable 
peace.  We  have  not  obtained  it,  and  it  becomes 
our  duty  to  prosecute  it  still,  until  our  original  de- 
sign shall  be  attained. 

War  having  existed  by  the  act  of  Mexico,  the 
President  having  the  right,  in  defence  against 
threatened  invasion,  to  go  to  the  utmost  vergeof  the 
claiin  of  Texas,  because  that  claim  was  acknowl- 
edged by  the  five  great  Powers  who  recognized  her 
independence — Texas  having  been  annexed  with 
this  claim,  and  the  Mexicans  attacking  us  and 
shedding  the  blood  of  American  citizens — was  it 
not,  in  truth,  in  ft^ct,  an  invasion  of  our  rights, 
which  ho  man  could  submit  to  who  had  the  blood 
of  an  American  trickling  through  his  veins?  Mex- 
ico said  she  would  reconquer  her  "  revolted  pro- 
vince." The  United  States  said.  Stay  your  hand; 
cannot  we  amicably  settle  this  difficulty?  Mexico 
says,  no;  wc  will  hurl  from  power  any  one  who 
entertains  propositions  of  peace;  we  are  determin- 
ed to  reconquer  Texas.  Now,  with  these  facts 
before  us,  could  we  do  anything  but  place  our 
army  upon  the  point  which  was  most  eligible  and 
the  best  adapted  to  defend  the  country  against  as- 
sault? The  conclusion  seemed  to  him  irresist- 
ible. 

Ah!  but,  said  gentlemen,  we  do  not  mind  prose- 
cuting the  war  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  peace; 
but  then  a  war  of  conquest !  "  Conquest"  seemed 
to  haunt  their  imaginations.  How  was  this  con- 
quest brought  about?  We  took  up  arms  to  defend 
our  rights,  and  to  repel  invasion.  In  order  to  do 
this  most  effectually,  we  took  our  position  on  the 
Rio  Grande;  and  now,  because  conquests  had 
grown  out  of  if;  because  we  had  overrun  the  terri- 
tory of  Mexico,  defeated  and  dispersed  her  ar- 
niies,  we  were  told  it  was  a  war  of  conquest! 
Why  did  not  gentlemen  say  so  in  the  war  of  1812? 
Was  not  Canada  invaded  ?  Was  it  then  a  war  of 
"conquest?"  And  did  gentlemen  fall  back  aghast, 
horror-struck?  Let  gentlemen  profit  by  the  ex- 
ample of  those  who  ojjposed  the  war  of  1812. 
He  granted  there  were  points  of  dissimilarity  be- 
tween the  two  wars,  but  there  were  points  also  of 
similarity,  worthy  of  being  considered  by  every 
man  who  was  called  to  act  upon  it.  What  they 
said  and  did  must  go  to  the  world;  and  it  would 
live  after  the  ephemeral  reputation  which  they 
might  acquire  upon  other  subjects  had  passed 
away. 

One  gentleman  said  he  stood  by  his  country,  but 
he  was  against  the  President.  But  as  be'.ween  the 
President,  who,  by  the  Constitution,  was  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  all  our  forces,  and  the  Mexi- 
cans, he  did  not  exactly  say,  but  he  left  a  very 
strong  suspicion.  He  (iVlr.  G.)  did  not  make  any 
charge  of  treason.  He  did  not  pretend  to  say,  in 
a  court  of  conscience,  in  a  court  of  morals,  he 
would  be  found  guilty  of  treason,  because  he  might 
have  been  actuated  by  good  motives;  but  the  con- 
sequence of  genllcmcii  taking  such  a  position  was, 
to  incite  the  enemy  to  a  more  vigorous  and  perse- 
vering opposition.  However  praiseworthy  might 
be  their  motives,  still  tiic  consequence  of  such  a 
course  was  inevitably  to  give  encouragement  to  the 
enemy.  ■• 

Mr.  PALFRCY  obtained  the  floor,  and  gave 
Wiiy  to  a  motion  to  rise;  which  prevailing — 
The  committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 
Mr.  DONNELL  moved  to  reconsider  the  reso- 
lution terminating  all  debate  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  President's  message  to-morrow  at 
two  o'clock. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


PETITIONS,  &c. 
The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred under  the  rule: 

By  ftlr.  GlU\NliLL  :  The  petition  of  N.  J.  Knight,  esq., 
and  otlieis,  of  'I'ruro,  Massucliuselt-:,  askin?  that  a  light- 
hou:;e  and  tjuoys  ni:iy  1)8  cstiiblijlied  ;U  Paiiiiot  river.  Also, 
tliij  petition  of  Z.  D.  Basstnt  and  otlieis,  of  llyaniiis,  for  a 
li2;lit  at  that  port. 

By  Mr.  WENTWOUTH:  Tliat  Ihe  p-ipris  of  widow 
Maiy  Stanton,  preseiitid  at  a  previous  session,  be  taken 
from  the  liles,  and  again  committed  to  the  Coniuiittee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions. 

By  Ml.  HOLMES,  of  New  York  :  The  memorial  of  Her- 
vey  Ely  and  7U  other  citizens  of  Roche.-ter  and  its  vicinity, 
asiting  tliat  the  principles  of  tlie  laws  ir^uialing:  drawUaclts 
and  warehousing  shall  he  so  extended  to  our  trade  with 
Canada  as  that  Canadian  wheat  may  be  impiutrd  into  the 
lake  and  river  pnrts  of  the  north'Mii  iVoiilitr,  admilti'd  to 
entiy  under  bond,  manufactured  into  flour  in  the  United 
States,  and  that,  upon  tlie  e.vportation  thereof,  the  bonds 
thus  given  may  he  discharged,  under  such  regulations  as 
Congress  niav  provide. 

By  Mr.  KE\NON  :  The  petition  of  D«vid  Berry,  and  45 
others,  citizens  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  that  Henry 
Johnson  may  lie  placed  on  tlie  peii>ion  roll. 

By  Mr.  CLINGMAN:  Tlie  petition  of  Samuel  J.  Finch 
and  others,  praying  the  discharge  of  all  the  niairieil  men  in 
the  North  Carolina  regiment  after  twelve  months'  service. 

By  Mr.  BAYLY:  The  memorial  of  A.  Hunter,  marshal 
of  tiic  District  of  Columbia,  praying  that  provision  niay  be 
made  for  maintaining  in  jail  persons  committed  to  his  keep- 
ing as  marshal. 

By  Mr.  LUMPKIN:  The  petition  of  William  Hardin,.of 
Georgia,  praying  that  he  may  be  indemnified  lor  expen.ses 
incuned  anil  actually  paid  by  him  as  enrolling  agent  of  the 
United  States; 

By  Mr.  SHERRILL  :  The  petition  of  Marsh  Farrington, 
of  Hutehess  county.  New  Y'ork,  for  a  pension 

By  Mr.  STRO.>0G:  The  peiition  of  George  Bock, praying 
for  ;i  pension. 

By  Mr.  I'ULLOCK::  The  petition  of  John  P.  Pnrsell  and 
2S  others,  citizens  of  Northumberland  county,  Pennsylvania, 
praying  tliat  newspapers,  Sic,  may  be  iraiisiiiitted  free  of 
postage  wiihiii  tiiirty  miles  of  the  place  of  iiulilicalion,  and 
for  other  altiratiojis  in  the  post  v,ffice  laws. 

By  Mr.  iii;.\DY:  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Franklin 
county,  Penn-f^lvania,  praying  for  the  repeal  of  so  much  of 
the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,''l847,  as  imposes  [lostage  on 
newspapers  circulating  within  thirty  miles  of  the  oilice  of 
publication. 

By  Mr.  GOGGiN:  The  petition  of  William  T.  HoHand, 
clerk  of  the  United  States  consul  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  for  an 
allowance  of  compensation  for  attending  as  a  witness  to 
give  testimony  in  a  case  of  slave  trading  on  board  the  wha- 
ling bark  "  Fame,"  of  New  London. 

By  Mr.  CRUVVEI.L:  The  petition  of  N.  B.  Stone  and  L. 
Swift  and  others,  citiztms'of  Summit  county,  Ohio,  praying 
the  reduction  of  postage  one-half  on  all  papers  containing 
not  more  than  five  hundred  square  inches.  Also,  the  peti- 
tion of  Alexander  Scott,  of  Canfield,  Trumbull  county, 
Oliio,  for  relief,  Sic. 

By  Mr.  DK^KiNSON:  The  psiition  from  citizens  of 
Wyandot  county,  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  reduce  the 
po^tage  on  juvenile  newspapers  of  small  dimensions,' 
Also,'the  petition  of  citizens  of  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  pray- 
inff  Congress  to  carry  into  etl'ect  the  provisions  of  the  treaty 
rtf  Browiistown,and  of  the  acts  of  Congress  relating  thereto 
for  a  road  southwardly  from  Lower  Sandusky. 

By  Mr.  ECKERT:  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Tremont, 
Schuylkill  county,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  post 
ofhce  at  that  place. 

By  Mr.  WENT  WORTH:  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens 
of  Illinois  for  a  mail  route  from '  Sycamore,  Coltonville, 
South  Grove,  Lindenwood,  White  Rock,  Paine-s  Point, 
Davsville,  and  Oregon,  to  Mt.  Morris. 

By  Mr.  CUAPiVlAN  :  The  petition  of  Stephen  G.  Ilogan, 
of  Baltimore  city,  for  a  pension. 

Also,  the  petiiiim  of  Richard  Maokall  for  compensation 
for  pro[ierlv  destroyed  by  the  enemy  in  the  war  ot  J  813. 

Bv  Mr.  THOMPSON",  of  Pennsylvania:  The  memorial 
of  iVirs.  Eliza  A.  Mellow,  widow  of  Captain  Charles  Mel- 
lou'.  late  of  the  United  Stales  army,  praying  for  a  continu- 
ance of  pension.  Also,  the  petition  anddocumenls  of  John 
Morrison,  of  Penns\lvania,  a  revolutionary  soldier,  and  a 
soldier  under  General  Wayne,  from  1791  to  1794,  until  after 
the  treaty  of  Port  Grcnville,  praying  for  a  pension,  being  at 
present  ninitv-cight  years  of  age. 

By  Mr.  SCHENCK:  The  ptition  of  suncOy  citizens  of 
Ohio  for  a  mail  route  from  Hamilton,  in  the  county  (jf  But- 
ler, State  of  Ohio,  through  Dantown,  Morning  Sun,  Fair- 
haven,  and  Beechy  Mine,  in  Ohio,  and  Boston,  in  Indiana, 
to  the  city  of  Richmond,  in  Indiana. 

By  Mr.  ROSE:  'J'lie  petition  of  Mrs.  Sally  Ketchum, 
asking  to  be  placed  (m  tUv.  p,'nsion  roll. 

liyMr.  TI_'('K:  Tin'  petition  of  11.  P.  Daniels  and  1C8 
others,  inhabit  ints  of  Lowciiswortli,  Now  Hampshire,  pray- 
ing that  mrnsuri's  may  be  adopted  to  close  the  Mexican 
war.  Also,  the  petitioii  of  Mehitahle  Mai  hie  for  a  pension. 
Also,  the  peiition  ol  Moses  Nolile  and  19  otlier.s,  ci.izcns  of 
Nevvca>lle  and  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  pr.aying  that 
the  diiti('.s  on  fish  mav  be  made  speellic,  and  at  the  rates 
pioyiiled  by  the  tariff 'of  18I-2.  Also,  the  petition  of  Amos 
Cram  and  101  others,  citizens  of  Meredith,  New  llainj)- 
shire,  praying  for  the  reiiciU  of  the  laws  enacted  by  Congress 
in  snppDri  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  that 
an  adequ;itc  coinpeiisalion  maybe  allowed  to  the  owners  of 
slaves. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Ohio :  The  petition  of 
Levi  Nichols  was  taken  from  the  flics  of  the  House  and  re- 
ferred to  tin'  Commiltee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

By  iMr.  iMcILVAIiV'E  :  The  mcmorh.l  of  Jesse  James  and 
others,  cilizons  of  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying 
Congress  to  adopt  niea.sures  for  an  early  peace  with  Mexico 
by  the  withdrawal  of  the  army,  the  restoration  of  the  con- 
(piered  provinces,  and  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
adjust  tlic  existing  difiieullies  between  the  two  Republics. 

By  Mr.  NHS:  A  petition  numerously  simied  by  citizens  of 
Adams  county,  in   tho   Sialo  of  Pennsylvania,   biliovinjj 
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aggressive  war  to  he  inconsistent  with  the  precepts  of  our  holy 
religion,  and  those  precepts  of  universal  justice  and  liberty, 
which  lie  at  the  base  of  our  political  institutions;  and  be- 
lieving our  war  with  Mexico  at  present  to  he  of  this  kind, 
and  calculated  to  impair  the  confidence  of  the  civilized  world 
in  the  equity  and  pcrnuineiiee  of  republican  institutions,  re- 
epectfully  solicit  the  honorable  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
eentativesof  the  United  States  to  put  a  speedy  termination 
to  it. 

By  Mr.  PUTNAM  :  The  petition  of  James  C.  Fuller,  and 
fifty-two  others,  of  Skaneateles,  New  York,  praying  for  the 
passage  of  a  law  prohibiting  the  buying  and  selling  ofhuman 
buings  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

By  Mr.  BARROW:  The  petition  of  twenty-eight  privates 
of  the  first  regiment  of  Tennessee  volunteers,  praying  that 
Congress  will  so  alter  the  law  relative  to  "  bounty  land  war- 
rants" as  to  make  said  warrants  receivable  at  the  land  of- 
fice, &e. 

By  Mr.  EDWARDS  :  The  petition  of  James  B.  Austin, 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  citizens  of  Fayette  coupty, 
Ohio,  askitm  a  reduction  of  postage  on  newspapers. 

By  Mr.  PENDLETON:  Tlie  memorial  of  Josiah  Colston. 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR:  The  petition  of  Jacob  Row,  and  fifty- 
seven  others,  citizens  of  Pike  county,  Ohio,  praying  a  re- 
duction of  postage  on  all  newspapers  not  containing  more 
than  five  hundred  square  inches.  Also,  the  petition  of  James 
Hughes  and  ninety  others,  citizens  of  Jackson  county,  Ohio, 
praying  a  reduction  of  postage  on  newspapers  not  containing 
more  than  five  hundred  square  inches. 

By  Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan:  The  petition  of  A.  C. 
Van  Raalte  and  others,  citizens  of  the  counties  of  Allegan 
and  Ottawa,  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  praying  for  an  appro- 
priation of  twenty  thousand  dollars  for  the  erection  of  piers 
at  the  mouth  of  Bl.ick  river,  in  Ottawa  county,  Michigan. 

By  Mr.  T.  BUTLER  KING  :  The  memorial  of  Christian 
Howsen,ofNew  York,  praying  Congress  to  authorize  a  con- 
tract to  be  made  with  him  for  the  transportation  of  the 
United  States  mail  from  New  York  to  Glumstradt,  in  Den- 
mark. 

By  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina  :  The  memorial  of 
John  Strohecker,  praying  indemnity  for  slaves  captured  by 
the  authorities  in  the  Island  of  Bermuda,  and  for  which  our 
Government  ought  either  to  demand  indemnity  or  pay  them- 
selves. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EMBREE,  the  petition  and  papers  of 
J.ames  Monroe,  in  relation  to  the  loss  of  certain  horses  in 
the  war  of  1819,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

By  Mr.  CROWELL  ;  The  memorial  of  M.  Sutlifl'and  B. 
F.  Hoffman,  and  others,  citizens  of  Warren,  Trumbull 
county,  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  express  an  opinion  on  its 
constitutional  power  over  the  institution  of  slavery. 

By  Mr.  KENNON :  The  petition  of  William  Rowles  and 
82  other  citizens  of  Monroe  county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
praying  Congress  to  grant  a  suitable  quantity  of  land,  free 
of  charge,  to  actual  settlers  not  possessed  of  other  lands  ; 
and  that  the  General  Government  shall  no  longer  traffic  in 
the  public  lands. 

By  Mr.  ROCKHILL  :  The  petition  of  Henry  Cooper  and 
others,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  praying  Congress  to 
pass  a  law  granting  a  preemption  of  eighty  acres  of  any  land 
owned  by  the  United  States  that  had  been  offered  at  public 
sale  and  still  remains  unsold  to  the  head  of  any  family  of 
the  late  sufi'erers  in  Ireland,  who  was  the  head  of  such  fam- 
ily at  any  time  since  September,  A.  D.  1848,  which  sufRring 
was  caused  by  the  late  famine  in  that  country. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  January  25,  1848. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  cov- 
ering a  report  of  the  names  of  the  clerks  in  the 
different  bureaus  pertaining  to  that  departnnent. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  a  memorial  from 
a  society  of  citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
on  the  subject  of  the  disease  in  the  potato,  and  on 
the  evils  likely  to  be  the  result;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  AgriGiilture. 

Also,  a  petition  of  S.  J.  Bowen,  praying  remu- 
neration for  services  in  the  office  of  the  Second 
Auditor  of  the  Treasury;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  presented  two  petitions  from 
citizens  of  Chariestown,  Massachusetts,  praying 
for  the  repeal  of  a  patent  granted  to  William  W. 
Wood  worth;  which  was  referred  to.the  Committee 
on  Patents. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  joint  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  York,  praying  for  the  repeal 
of  the  law  of  last  session  relative  to  the  postage 
on  transient  newspapers;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  YQLEE  presented  a  remonstrance  from 
citizens  of  Florida,  against  tiie  removal  of  the 
land  office  from  Newnansville;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  a  petition  from  Peter 
Godfrey,  praying  for  leave  to  locate  a  new  section 
of  land  in  lieu  of  one  of  which  he  has  been  de- 
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prived;  which  was  referred  to  the  Cornmittee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Peter  W.  Knaggs,  praying 
leave  to  locate  a  new  section  of  land  under  similar 
circumstances;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  presented  a  petition  from  A. 
A.  Fraser,  and  others,  praying  remuneration  for 
losses  sustained  by  the  unlawful  seizure  of  the 
Brig  Douglas,  while  engaged  in  the  pursuit  of 
lawful  commerce;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  provide 
additional  quarters  near  New  Orleans  for  United 
States  soldiers  or  volunteers  returning  from  or  go- 
ing to  the  seat  of  war  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  D.  said:  Before  I  send  the  bill  up  to  be  read,  I 
desire  to  state  briefly  the  reasons  which  operated 
on  the  committee  in  requesting  the  speedy  action 
of  the  Senate  upon  it.  The  committee  found  that 
the  appropriation  of  last  Congress  provided  only 
for  volunteers  landing  at  New  Orleans  and  other 
ports,  disabled,  or  without  the  means  of  returning 
to  their  homes.  Being  limited  by  the  resolution, 
the  committee  considered  themselves  bound  to  con- 
fine themselves  to  New  Orleans,  and  they  have  been 
confirmed  in  the  belief  that  the  best  site  for  the 
erection  of  an  hospital  is  a  location  near  the  bar- 
racks there.  The  best  proof  of  the  superiority  of 
that  location  is  afforded  by  the  fact,  that  during 
the  prevalence  of  the  epidemic  last  season,  no  case 
of  yellow  fever  originated  in  that  vicinity.  Of  the 
volunteers  going  to  and  returning  from  Mexico, 
from  five  to  seven  hundred  are  now  in  private  hos- 
pitals, at  the  expense  of  one  dollar  per  day.  By 
the  erection  of  an  hospital  on  the  public  grounds 
near  the  barracks  at  New  Orleans,  the  committee 
are  satisfied  that  the  saving  to  the  country,  if  the 
war  should  last  twelve  months — and  it  can  hardly 
be  supposed  that  it  will  terminate  so  speedily  as  all 
desire — would  be  very  considerable,  and  that  at  all 
events  the  loss  would  be  very  small,  even  if  we 
should  be  blessed  with  an  immediate  peace.  In 
addition  to  this,  we  have  had  under  consideration 
the  necessity  of  procuring  some  building  for  the 
purpose  of  accommodating  the  troops  on  the  way 
to  and  returning  from  Mexico;  and  in  connection 
with  this  I  may  state,  that  the  battalion  from  my 
own  State,  remaining  at  New  Orleans  for  trans- 
portation to  the  seat  of  war,  have  suffered  extreme- 
ly from  exposure  to  the  inclemency  of  the  season. 
I  am  informed,  in  a  letter  from  the  surgeon,  that 
fifty  men  out  of  the  three  companies  are  already  in 
the  hospital,  and  five  deaths  have  occurred.  Sure- 
ly every  motive  of  humanity  which  enters  into  the 
protection  of  men  engaged  in  the  service  of  the 
country  claims,  with  added  force,  our  considera- 
tion to  tho.se  whose  health  have  been  thus  impair- 
ed whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
upon  the  very  threshold  of  the  Mexican  campaign. 
Nothing  can  serve  more  to  discourage  volunteers 
and  recruiting  in  the  United  States,  than  this  de- 
tention, and  the  sickness  and  deaths  incident  to 
such  exposure.  With  these  remarks,  I  ask  for  a 
reading  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  having  been  read  a  first  time — 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said:  This  is,  I  under- 
stand, the  first  reading  of  the  bill.  The  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  unanimously  agreed  in  recom- 
mending that  this  bill  should  be  passed  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
then,  I  ask  that  the  bill  may  have  its  second 
reading;  and,  as  it  has  been  carefully  engrossed 
in  a  clear  hand,  I  hope  that  the  Senate  will  also 
allow  it  to  be  read  a  third  time  and  passed  to- 
day. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  and,  no  amendment  being  made,  it 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  read  a  third  time,  and 


Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  i-elief  of  Henry  Wash- 
ington; which  was  read  a  first  time. 


New  Series No.  16. 

BILL  INTRODUCED  ON  LEAVE. 
Mr.  ASHLEY  introduced  a  bill  to  amend  the 
act  entitled  "  An  act  extending  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  district  courts  to  certain  cases  upon  the  lakes 
and  navigable  waters  connecting  the  same,"  ap- 
proved 26th  of  February,  1845;  which  was  read 
twice. 

ACQUISITION  OF  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  BAGBY submitted  the  following  resolutions 
for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  Congress  has  no  constitutional  power  to 
abolish  or  to  prohibit  slavery  in  any  State  or  Territory  in 
this  Union. 

Rcsoloed,  That  conquest  is  a  legitimate  means  of  acquir- 
ing territory,  and  so  recognized  by  the  laws  and  the  univer- 
sal practice  of  civilized  nations. 

Resolved,  That  if  territory  is  hereafter  acquired  by  the 
United  States,  either  by  treaty  or  conquest,  it  shall  not  be 
competent  for  the  treaty-making  power,  or  Congress,  to  ex- 
clude slavery  from  such  territory,  eitlier  by  treaty  stipula- 
tion or  by  act  of  Congress  ;  but  such  territory  shall  be  equal- 
ly free  and  open  to  the  citizens  of  all  the  United  States, 
without  any  limitation,  prohibition,  or  restriction,  in  regard 
to  slaves,  or  any  other  description  of  property  whatsoever. 

On  presenting  these  resolutions,  Mr.  BAGBY 
said  : 

Mr.  President:  Perhaps  there  is  something  in 
the  nature  of  our  free  and  happy  political  insti- 
tutions, to  justify  a  departure  from  what,  under  a 
different  form  of  government,  might  be  considered 
the  proper  course  for  us,  in  our  legislative  capaci- 
ties, to  pursue.  It  is  admitted,  at  least  by  me,  as 
a  genei-al  rule,  that  all  propositions  introduced  into 
legislative  bodies,  ought  to  be  such  as  are  intended 
to  be  followed  up  by  some  act  of  practical  legisla- 
tion. On  the  other  hand,  it  is  one  of  the  axioms 
of  the  republican  creed,  that  a  frequent  recurrence 
to  first  principles  is  indispensably  necessary  to  the 
preservation  of  liberty.  The  resolutions  which  I 
hold  in  my  hand,  and  which  I  shall  presently  ask 
leave  to  introduce,  relate  to  a  subject  of  very  great 
moment,  as  I  conceive,  to  the  prosperity,  and  of 
still  more  transcendent  importance  to  the  tranquil- 
lity of  the  country,  and  one  on  which  it  is  pecu- 
liarly desirable  at  this  time  to  have  a  clear  and 
decided  expression  of  opinion,  and  to  settle,  if 
possible,  definitively  and  forever. 

The  first  of  these  resolutions  simply  asserts 
what  I  understand  to  be  the  true  position  in  rela- 
tion to  the  powers  of  this  Government  over  the 
question  of  slavery.  The  second  contains  a  propo- 
sition, from  the  correctness  of  which  I  apprehend 
no  one  will  dissent,  and  which  I  should  not  have 
thought  of  bringing  before  a  body  so  enlightened 
as  this,  but  for  the  extraordinary  remarks  made 
here  repeatedly,  and  continually,  in  regard  to  the 
acquisition  of  territory,  if  any  should  be  acquired 
by  conquest  in  the  war  in  which  we  are  now  en- 
gaged with  Mexico.  A  stranger  to  the  history  of 
this  war,  and  one  ignorant  of  the  provisions  of  our 
Constitution  and  principles  of  government,  and  of 
the  code  of  nations,  to  read  speeches  almost  daily 
delivered  by  Senators  in  the  Opposition,  would 
think  that  the  acquisition  of  territory  was  a  thing 
forbidden  by  the  laws  of  nations,  prohibited  by 
the  Constitution,  and  unsanctioned  by  the  great 
principles  of  an  elevated  national  morality.  So 
far  from  these  things  being  so,  I  repeat,  in  the 
language  of  the  second  resolution,  that  conquest 
is  a  legitimate  mode  of  acquisition,  and  so  recog- 
nized by  the  laws  and  the  universal  practice  of 
civilized  nations.  If  any  Senator  is  disposed  to 
controvert  this  distinct  substantive  proposition,  it 
will  be  much  more  convenient,  and  his  arguments 
will  be  much  better  understood,  than  by  mixing 
them  up  with  other  matter,  to  which  they  have  no 
proper  affinity,  in  a  general  discussion  upon  the 
merits  of  the  Mexican  war,  and  the  manner  in 
which  it  should  be  conducted.  I  apprehend,  how- 
ever, that  when  the  question  is  fairly  stated,  and 
stripped  of  all  disguise,  none  will  be  found  of  suf- 
ficient temerity  to  controvert  it. 

1  do  not  intend  now,  sir,  to  go  at  all  into  the 
discussion  of  the  Mexican  war.  I  do  intend, 
however,  with  the  permission  of  the  Senate,  before 
the  debate  is  closed  upon  the  bill  now  pending  to 
increase  the  army,  to  offer  my  views  in  regard  to 
it,  in  reference  to  the  origin  and  conduct  of  tlie 
war,  the  objects  for  whir^li   it  should   be   fhrther 
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prosecuted,  and  to  declare  clearly,  openly,  dislinct- 
ly,  and  explicitly  the  course  which,  in  my  humble 
judgment,  the  Govern meiu  of  the  United  States 
oui^U  to  pursue  towards  Mexico.  The  third  reso- 
lutwn,  sir,  difiers  materially  from  any  hitherto 
presented  upon  the  subject.  If  this  resolution, 
Mr.  President,  is  unjust  to  any  State  of  this  Union, 
or  any  citizen  of  any  State  of  this  Union,  and  I 
can  be  convinced  of  it,  I  shall  be  the  first  to  aban- 
don it.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  shall  be  found  to  be 
fair,  and  just,  and  equal  in  its  effect  and  operation 
upon  all  the  States  and  all  the  people  of  all  the 
States — if  it  be  true  that  territory  acquired  by  the 
joint  blood  and  treasure  of  a  common  country 
ought,  in  the  language  of  llie  resolution,  to  be 
equally  free  and  open  to  the  citi/.ens  of  all  the 
States  of  this  Union,  without  any  limitation  or  re- 
striction in  regard  to  slaves  or  any  other  descrip- 
tion of  property  wliatsoever — I  tliink  I  have  a 
right  to  expect  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Senate 
in  favor  of  it.  How  far  this  (to  my  mind)  reason- 
able expectation  is  to  be  realized  belongs  to  the 
future,  and  I  shall  not  attempt  to  decide  it  in  ad- 
vance. I  flatter  myself,  however,  that  I  shall,  at 
the  proper  time,  be  able  to  make  this  proposition 
so  plain  that  he  who  runs  may  read,  and  the  way- 
faring man,  though  a  fool,  cannot  err  in  regard  to 
it.  At  present,  1  respectfully  ask  that  the  resolu- 
tions be  ]irinted. 

The  resolutions  were  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BREESE, 

Resolved,  Tlint  tlie  Committee  on  llie  Post  Office  and  Post 
Boads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lisliing  a  post  route  from  Cairo  city,  by  Tlieiies,  iii  Illinois, 
to  Cape  Girardeau,  Missouri. 

The  resolution  offered  some  days  since  by  Mr. 
Cameron,  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee  to 
examine  the  books  and  money  in  the  Philadelphia 
Mint  was  taken  up,  and  post{)oned  to  Tuesday 
fortnight. 

SUSPENSION  or  GENERAL  SCOTT. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  believe  the  hour  has  now  arrived 
for  taking  up  the  special  order  of  the  day. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  did  not  distinctly  hear 
the  honorable  Senator. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
has  moved  to  take  up  the  special  order. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Before  that  is  done,  I 
■wish  to  remark,  that  there  is  a  subject  of  consid- 
erable importance  now  occupying  much  of  the 
attention  of  the  public,  and  which  excites  rnuch 
conversation,  in  refei-ence  to  which  I  desire  to  ask 
a  question  or  two  of  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Aflairs.  The  questions  to 
which  I  desire  to  obtain  an  answer  are — first, 
•whether  General  Scott  has  been  recalled  or  sus- 
pended from  the  command  of  the  army  in  Mexico; 
and,  secondly,  whether  General  Worth  has  been 
relieved  from  his  arrest,  or  whether  he  also  has 
been  susjiended.' 

Mr.  CASS.  If  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Kentucky  should  not  receive  my  answer  as  any 
proof  of  my  fitne-ss  to  discharge  the  duties  of  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  Afi'airs,  I  hope 
he  will  at  any  rate  receive  it  as  affording  some 
evidence  of  my  imperturbable  humor.  I  would  re- 
mark to  the  honorable  Senator,  however,  that  I 
knovy  nothing  upon  this  subject  that  is  not  fully 
within  the  control  of  every  member  of  the  commit- 
tee ;  and  if  he  had  gone  whore  I  went,  the  .same 
information  would  have  been  given  to  him  which 
has  been  given  to  me ;  and  I  am  at  liberty  to  say, 
that  the  Administi-alion  will  freely  communicate  on 
military  subjects  with  any  member  of  the  Mili- 
tary Conmiiitee  who  may  ask  for  information. 
With  respect  to  the  distinct  questions  put  by  the 
honorable  Senator,  I  feci  myself  at  perfect  liberty 
to  communicate  all  t^)c  facts  in  my  possession,  as 
I  wa.s  expressly  authorized  to  do.  They  are  sim- 
ply these:  General  Scott  is  suspended  from  the 
command  of  lh<;  army  in  Mexico,  and  the  com- 
mand now  devolves  upon  the  next  officer  in  rank, 
who  is  General  Butler.  General  Scott,  as  I  under- 
Btarid,  wjII  attend  ilic  court  of  inquiry  directed  to 
be  held  at  Perotc,  for  the  purpose  of  invcsti"ating 
all  thcdilticultics  which  have  arisen— as  the  Senate 
and  the  country  well  know  many  didiculties  have 
ari.scn— -between  the  higher  odicor.s,  by  whom 
mutual  charges  have  been  made.  With  rc!,'ard  to 
the  other  question  j)ut  by  the  honorabU;  Senator  I 
believe  that  General  Worth  has  been  suspended 
from  his  arrest. 

A  Senator.     Relieved.' 

Mr.  CASS.  Takeeither  term  you  pleaae.  Wheth- 


er finally  relieved  depends,  I  presume,  on  the  re- 
sult of  the  court  of  inquiry.  I  believe  I  have  now 
given  all  the  information  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman wants. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  am  obliged  to  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  for  his  information,  and  I  am 
willing  to  receive  it  as  evidence  of  his  courtesy  at 
least,  if  not  of  his  imperturbable  character.  I  only 
supposed  that  his  station  as  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  on  which  I  have  the 
honor  of  serving  under  him,  was  such  as  to  afford 
him  the  means  of  answering  the  questions  which  I 
submitted  with  respect  to  mattei-s  in  regard  to 
which  I  am  not  altogether  indifferent.  I  confess  I 
have  heard  with  some  little  astonishment  the  an- 
nouncement just  made,  that  General  Scott  has  been 
removed  from  the  command,  in  the  presence  of  his 
army,  on  charges  made  by  a  subordinate  oifieer. 
However,  I  do  not  intend  now  to  make  that  the 
subject  of  any  remarks. 

THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  raise,  for  a  liinited  time,  an  additional 
military  force. 

Mr.  CLARKE  said:  It  is  due  to  myself,  and 
to  the  constituency  whom  I  have  the  honor  in  part 
to  represent  on  this  floor,  that  I  should  assign,  as 
plainly  and  as  briefly  as  may  be,  the  reasons  which 
will  govern  my  vote  on  the  bill  now  before  us  for 
discussion.  I  consider  it  second  in  im])ortance  to 
no  measure  that  can  demand  our  attention  at  the 
present  session,  not  only  from  the  principles  and 
consequences  involved,  but  also  as  being  the  first 
of  a  series  of  ineasures  designed  to  enlarge  the 
means  of  extended  offensive  warfare  against  Mex- 
ico. I  had  hoped  that  before  Congress  was  urged 
to  the  passage  of  any  important  act,  a  particular 
expression  of  its  views  might  have  been  made,  de- 
fining to  what  extent,  and  to  what  ends,  the  war 
with  Mexico  should  be  further  prosecuted.  We 
are  informed  by  the  President,  in  his  last  message 
to  Congress,  that  the  destruction  of  the  nationality 
of  Mexico  is  not  contemplated  by  him — that  he  de- 
signs not  to  blot  her  from  an  existence  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth.  We  had  also  from  the  hon- 
orable chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  who  speaks  by  authority,  the  same  assu- 
rance. The  object  contemplated  was  the  dismem- 
berment, not  the  subjugation  of  Mexico.  Other 
things,  however,  cast  their  shadows  before  us. 
The  veil  has  been  partially  lifted,  and  the  future 
is  opened  cautiously,  but  unrnistakably  to  view. 
And  first  in  the  category  of  these  indications,  sir, 
there  were  certain  resolutions  offered  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Dickinson,] 
which  propose  that  it  be  resolved  that  we  form  a 
territorial  government  for  certain  territories  in 
Mexico;  although  our  right  to  the  territories  in 
our  possession  is  but  the  right  of  conquest.  In  the 
next  place,  sir,  there  were  resolutions  submitted 
by  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
PIannegan,]  declaring  the  constitutionality  of  ter- 
ritorial acquisitions.  Next,  sir,  was  a  letter  from 
Major  General  Scott,  dated,  I  believe,  the  15th  of 
Septemiser  last,  in  which  he  tells  the  Secretary  of 
War,  that  if  the  Government  intend  to  occupy 
with  its  troops  all  the  principal  towns  in  Mexico, 
and  keep  the  central  Government  in  motion  and 
alarm,  it  would  be  neces.sary  to  augment  his  forces 
to  fifty  thousand  men.  The  fourth  indication 
which  has  struck  my  mind,  sir,  was  the  avowal  of 
the  honorable  chairnian  of  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Aflairs,  that  the  entii-e  conquest  of  Mexico 
was  intended.  The  fifth,  sir,  is  the  general  order 
of  the  Major  General  commanding  in  Mexico, 
dated  l.'Slh  December,  1847;  which  general  order, 
if  I  understand  it,  covers  the  whole  ground  of  the 
conquest  and  occujiancy  of  the  territories  of  that 
Republic.  To  the  first  article  of  that  order,  I  de- 
sire to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate: 

"The  army  is  about  to  pproad  itself  over  and  to  occupy 
the  Kepublic  of  Mexico,  until  the  latter  shall  sue  for  pence, 
in   ternra  acceptable   to  the  Government  of  the    United 

States." 

Thus  has  dismemberment  been  transformed  into 
subjugation. 

When  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  in  the  pride  and 
plenitude  of  his  powei',  impelled  by  his  lust  for 
conquest  and  glory,  had  trodden  down  with  his 
iron  heel  the  ancient  dynasties  of  Europe — Hol- 
land Was  subjugated;  and  in  his  memorable  de- 
cree of  annexation,  remaikable  for  its  brevity,  he 
snys  "  Holland  is  annexed  to  France."     Ono.slep 


more,  and  we  shall  have  annexation.     In  a  few 

brief  years,  where   was   this    mighty  couqueror.' 

Stripped  of  his  power — a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of 

his  oldest  and   strongest  foe — doomed  to  an  exile 

for  life  upon  a  rock  in  the  sea — and  France,  liis 

own  beautiful  France,  at  the  mercy  of  her  allied 

foes,  was  circumscribed  within  her  ancient  liinits 

of  sovereignty,  resting  on  her  greatness  and  repos- 

1  ing  on  her  glory — yielding  up  the  spoils  she  had 

I  hidden  in  her  bosom.     Sir,  I  trust  that  such  may 

1 1  not  be  the  fate  that  is  reserved  for  us.     I  am  en- 

Ij  tering  into  this  discussion  with  no  captious  view  of 

[    opposing  any  measures,  come  whence  they  may. 

I  do  not  pi'opose  to  discuss  the  controverted  causes 

of  the  war      The  first  and  primary  cause  was  the 

admission  of  Texas  for  extension  of  slave-power; 

but  that  is  no  longer  a  question  for  practical  use, 

for  the  lone   star  of  that  Republic    has  become 

merged  in  our  glorious  constellation. 

The  more  immediate  causes  are  to  be  found  in 
the  ill-advised  march  of  General  Taylor  to  the 
Rio  Grande — whether  provoking  hostilities  or  re- 
pelling them — whether  invading  territory  in  posses- 
sion of  Mexico,  or  driving  Mexican  forces  fiom 
Texas  and  her  soil — I  leave  with  the  honorable  Sen- 
atoi-s  from  North  Carolina,  Maryland  and  Dela- 
ware, who  have  spoken — abler  hands  than  mine.  It 
is  sufficient  to  say,  that  the  war  has  been  sanctioned 
by  the  legally  constituted  authorities  of  the  nation, 
and  must  be  prosecuted  to  a  just  and  honorable 
peace:  such  a  peace  as  humanity  dictates,  and  the 
interests  of  the  country  require — a  just  peace — sur- 
rendering no  right,  and  inflicting  no  wrong.  I 
therefore  approach  this  discussion  unfettered  and 
free.  My  duty  here  requires  me  to  judge  of  meas- 
ures for  the  interests  of  my  country  alone;  and, 
whatever  vote  I  may  give  shall  be  from  the  best 
convictions  of^duty,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  pro^ 
mote  the  general  welfare. 

The  two  bills  reported  to  the  Senate  by  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  propose  to  aug- 
ment the  regular  army  10,000  men,  and  the  vol- 
unteer force  twenty  regiments,  equal  to  20,000 
men.  It  is  asked,  and  I  ask  it  in  sincerity  and 
soberness,  why,  and  for  what  end,  is  this  addi- 
tional force  to  be  embodied  and  sent  forth  into  a 
conquered  country,  at  a  moment  when  the  advices 
from  Mexico  lead  us  to  believe  that  peace  may  be 
had  upon  terms  of  our  own  dictation;  when  com- 
missioners from  the  yet  remnant  of  a  Government 
at  dueretaro,  existing  only  by  the  forbearance  of 
the  commanding  general,  have  sought  your  am- 
bassador, and  found,  unfortunately,  his  powers 
withdrawn;  when,  to  avert  utter  sul'jugation,  it  ia 
confidently  said  that  Mexico  invites  you  to  other 
negotiations  leading  to  a  treaty,  if  not  of  amity,  of 
peace,  and  desires  to  rescue  her  national  existence 
from  ruin?  Why  is  it  necessary  to  increase  our 
military  force?  Why  send  more  men  to  enforce 
greater  humiliation  ? 

From  the  able  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
(and,  sir,  I  take  great  pleasure  in  subscribing  to 
its  ability,)  it  appears  that  we  have  now  in  the 
army  43,536  men;  of  whom  there  are — 

Reaulars 21.509 

Volunteers 23,027 

With  Scott,  at  Tauipico,  Vera  Cruz,  and  Mexico. . .  33,I5G 

Willi  Tax  lor,  (now  Wool,)  on  the  l!io  Grande G,727 

In  Santa  I'6,  and  on  Oregon  and  Santa  F6  route ....  3,634 

In  California  1,019 

In  Mexico 43.538 

Add  Michigan  and  other  volunteers 2,008 

'15,536 
To  this  should  be  added  the  whole  naval  force 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  the  whole  force  in  the 
Pacific.  These  forces  have  been  as  efficient  in 
their  own  sphere  of  action  as  any  portion  of  our 
force  engaged  in  the  brilliant  and  gallant  exploits 
redounding  to  the  honor  of  their  country. 

May  we   not  fairly  add,  as  the  actual   efficient 
naval  force,  4,464  men?  and  if  so,  we  have  at  pres- 
ent a  force  in  and   around   Mexico  amounting  in 
the  aggregate  to  50,000  men.     In  addition  to  this, 
the  existing  laws  authorize  the  recruiting  and  im- 
bodying  of  8,000  men  for   the  regular  army;  and 
.  the  President  has  authority  to  accept  12,000  vol- 
j  uiiteers.     All  this,   making  20,000,  added  to  the 
I  preceding  estimate   of  50,000,   gives  the  present 
I  force,  as  auihorized  by  law,  at  70,000  men.     Pass 
I  this  bill,  and  the  bill  for  twenty  regimenls  of  vol-. 
!  uiUcers,aiui  you  cannot  have  less  than  95,000  men 
I  engaged   in  seeking  indemnity  and  security  from 
1  Mexico,  already  prostrate  before  you. 
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These  things  being  so,  the  first  question  to  my 
mind  is,  why  and  for  what  are  these  additional 
forces  wanted?  And,  secondly,  where  are  we  to 
get  the  ways  and  means  to  maintain  tliem?  It 
was  said  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky 
some  days  since,  that  our  forces  had  cost  the 
country,  for  the  last  year,  $1,000  per  man.  On 
the  other  hand;  it  is  stated  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan  at  $279,000  for  a  regiment, 
only,  however,  for  pay,  rations,  and  clothing, 
■without  allowance  for  excess  of  expenditure  in  a 
foreign  country.  I  have  examined  the  subject, 
and  will  submit  the  calculations  that  I  have  made. 
How  many  men  have  been  in  the  field,  on  an  aver- 
age, for  the  past  year.'     Not  over  30,000. 

Say  Scott,  on  all  his  lines 18,000 

Taylor 8,U09 

Santa  F6,  &c 4,UU0 

30,000 
Expenses  lastvonr,  (besides  outstanding  claims,)  $58,000,030 
Deduct  $28,000,000  for  ordinary  expenses,  in- 
cluding army  and  navy  or  peace   establish- 
ments       28,000,000 


And  you  have $30,000,000 

Whicli  averages  ^1,000  per  man,  besides  bounty, 
pensions,  and  so  forth.  Now,  sir,  add  to  the  army 
the  ten  regiments  now  proposed  by  this  bill,  and 
the  bill  for  volunteers,  and  you  have  95,000  men 
in  the  field;  and  these  proposed  measures  cannot 
but  enhance  your  expenditures  twenty  million 
dollars. 
Scott  had  at  Vera  Cruz,  99th  March 13.000 

He  marched  8th  April  toCerro  Gordo  with 11,000 

Discharged  his  volunteers 3,700 

Went  to  Jalapa  with....... 7,300 

Thence  to  I'erote,  leaving  garrisons  at  Jalapa  and 

Perote  of. 2^000 

And  entered  Puebia  with 5  300 

Here  he  waited  until  August  7,  for  reinforce- 
ments; and,  according  to  the  Secretary's  report, 
received  there  about  5,000  men  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Pierce.  Leaving  a  garrison  in 
Puebia  of  500,  besides  the  force  withdrawn  from 
Jalapa,  he  commenced  his  victorious  march  to 
Mexico  with  10,000 — took  it,  established  and 
maintained  himself.  Of  these  10,000,  at  least  2,000 
were  jcilled,  wounded,  or  disabled,  leaving  8,000, 
of  which  only  6,000  entered  the  city,  and  dis- 
persed the  whole  Mexican  army. 

In  Tampico  and  Vera  Crnz  there  are  probably  now. ..  2^000 
At  Jalapa..  Perote,  and  Puebia 5,000 

7,000 
Which  being  deducted  from  Scott's  whole  force  of 
32,156,  gives  him  in  Mexico  and  the  country  im- 
mediately about  it,  no  less  than  25,156.  At  the 
last  accounts,  General  Scott  was  arranging  an  ex- 
pedition from  this  force — wholly  unnecessary  for 
holding  Mexico  and  its  suburbs — to  Potosi  and 
the  mining  districts  of  Zacatecas;  and,  as  yet, 
wisely  leaves  dueretaro  untouched,  for  there  only 
can  be  found  the  remnant  of  Mexican  authority. 
Probably  before  this  bill  can  become  a  law — in- 
deed long  before  this  force  can  reach  the  Mexican 
territory,  these  mining  districts,  the  wealth  of 
which  the  diffidence  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan 
could  not  allow  him  to  name — this  Eldorado, 
which  for  centuries  has  been  the  envy  and  the  ruin 
of  grasping  and  unprincipled  ambition,  will  have 
yielded  to  our  forces,  having  nothing  to  resist 
them,  and  thus  Mexico — its  mines  and  its  wealth 
— its  pride  and  prowess — its  altars  and  its  holy 
emblems  of  faith — its  power,  and  even  its  national 
existence,  arc  at  the  foot  and  the  mercy  of  a  con- 
quering and  triumphant  foe.  More  than  we  should 
desire  is  ours — and  why  want  more  men.' 

Now,  let  us  glance  at  the  financial  aspect  of  the 
case.  We  have  had  in  general  estimates  the 
amount  .supposed  to  be  necessary  for  the  incoming 
year.  These  estimates  are  predicated  upon  the 
present  force  now  in  the  field,  and  are  independent 
of  the  troops  proposed  to  be  raised  by  this  and  the 
volunteer  bill.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
asks  for  a  duty  on  tea  and  coffee,  to  support  the 
troops  and  tlonor  of  the  country.  This  is  sound 
doctrine.  Let  the  Admini-stration  propose  a  direct 
lax,  and  prevent  the  incurring  of  a  dcbtof  more 
than  a  hundred  millions. 

Sir,  [  have  examined  some  estimates  from  the 
Treasury  Department  on  the  slate  of  our  finances, 
and  the  means  at  our  command  for  carrying  on  the 
war. 


By  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  it  appears  that 
you  received  up  to  June  30,  1847 — 

From  customs $-23,747,884 

Prom  land 2,498.3.55 

Miscellaneous 100,570 

Actual  receipts 26,.346,789 

Last  six  months  of  tarift'  of  1842,  and  first  six 

months  of  tariff  of  1846  : 
July  1,  1846,  there  was  in  the  treasury $9,126,439 

Whole  resonrces,  except  loan  and  treasury  notes,  $35,473,228 
Expenditures  during  same  liscal  year 59,451,177 

Expenses  over  receipts,  not  including  loans  or 

trea-ury  ncites $23,977,949 

Add  $9,123,439  in  the  treasury,  nnikes 33,104,388 

The  ^9,126,489  in  treasury  is  absorbed  and  lost, 
and  a  deficiency  of  :j>23,997,949  is  supplied  by  loan, 
and  is  a  debt  on  interest  for  the  country  to  pay. 

The  estimated  receipts  into  the  treasury  for  the 
year  ending  June,  1848,  are — 

From  customs  (three  last  quarters  estimated). . .  $31,000,000 

From  lands '    3,50 :j,000 

Miscellaneous 400,000 

34,9da,U00 

I  propose  to  reduce  for  over  estimate — 

Customs $4,000,000 

Lands 1,000,000 

Miscellaneous 300.000 

$5,300,000 

29,gUU,(JUll 

if  the  revenue  is  more,  the  worse  for  the  country 
producing  such  excessive  importations. 

Expenditures  for  year  ending  June  30, 1848: 
By  estimate  made  December,  1816,  as  per  report,  $45,781 ,784 
Add  to  this  the  additional  appropriation  already 
asked  for  by  the  Secretary,  (vide  letter  Novem- 
ber 94,  1847) 13,932,7.35 

$59,714,519 
Already  asked   additional  for  Quartermaster's 

Department 4,003,000 

ijp'63,7i4,519 

Leaving  an  exce=s  of  expenditures  over  receipts 

for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1848 $34,114,519 

Add  to  this  the  deficiency  of  the  preceding  year    23,977,949 
War  debt,  June  30,  1848 $58,0y:i,468 

Besides  the  ^9,126,439  in  treasury,  July  1,  1846; 
and  the  residue  is,  or  must  be,  supplied  by  loans. 

These  estimates  ail  undeniably  prove  that  large 
amounts  of  money  are  immediately  needed,  and 
that  large  loans  will  be  required  to  furnish  the 
means  indispensably  necessary  to  the  public  credit. 
Sir,  1  am  opposed  to  the  creation  of  a  national 
debt.  If  we  will  incur  responsibilities  in  a  war  of 
conquest,  we  should  boldly  meet  the  emergency, 
by  imposing  such  taxes  as  will  ensure  full  faith  in 
the  plighted  honor  of  the  nation. 

In  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
I  find,  amidst  its  heresies  and  speculations  upon 
free  trade,  one  paragraph,  sound  and  incontrovert- 
ible, proposing  taxation  as  the  true  basis  of  na- 
tional faith.  I  will  read  it.  I  can  admire  "  a  rich 
jewel"  even  "in  an  Ethiop's  ear."  I  commend  it 
to  tlie  consideration  of  Senators,  for  its  true  and 
just  views  of  our  duties: 

"It  is  a  sound  rule,  when  contracting  a  public  debt,  to 
provide,  at  the  time,  such  revenue  as  will  be  ad i  quale  for 
the  prompt  payment  of  the  interest,  and  the  gradual  but  cer- 
tain extinguishment  of  the  principal  of  the  debt.  So  long 
as  this  rule  is  pursued,  there  is  no  danger  of  any  alarming 
accumulation  of  public  debt,  nor  any  apprehension  that  the 
public  credit  will  be  impahed  or  embarrassed.  To  refuse 
tile  tax  at  this  time,  would  be  to  accumulate  a  large  delit, 
with  an  augmenting  amount  of  interest,  and  with  no  certain 
means  provided  for  the  liquidation  of  such  engagements. 
The  credit  of  nations  is  best  maintained  when,  fin'  all  their 
obligations,  adequate  provision  is  made  at  the  time  ;  and  there 
is  danger  that  increasing  debts,  without  any  additional  reve- 
nue, might  expose  our  finances  to  great  hazard." 

With  one  short  extract,  sir,  from  the  report  of 
General  Hamilton,  I  will  trouble  the  Senate.  He 
speaks  of  "  incorporating  as  a  fundamental  maxim 
'  in  the  system  of  public  credit  of  the  United 
'  States,  that  the  creation  of  debt  should  always  he 
'  accompanied  xvilh  the  means  of  extinguishment, 
'  which  is  the  true  secret  for  rendering  j'ltb'ic  cret/if 
'  immortal." 

Sir,  I  commend  this  doctrine  to  the  attention  of 
the  Administration,  and  recommend  imjiosing  suf- 
ficient taxes,  rather  than  depend,  at  this  emer- 
gency, upon  loans. 

During  the  past  fiscal  year,  the  products  of  the 
country  have  borne  high  and  unexampled  prices. 
A  general  prosperity  pervaded  our  whole  business 
and  monetary  concerns.  The  cotton  crop — I  agree, 
sir,  the' ruling  crop  of  the  country — exceeding  but 
little  1,800,000  bales,  ruled  at  prices  high  and 
exorbitantly  remunerating.     The  influence  of  the 


new  tariff  and  the  sub-treasury  had  not  been  felt; 
there  were  short  crops  of  breadstuffs  in  continental 
Europe — a  famine  in  Ireland— and  in  England  the 
product  falling  far  below  the  general  average,  cre- 
ated an  extraordinary  demand  for  the  surplus  of 
the  rich  harvests  of  our  country,  and  elevated 
prices  to  an  unexpected  height.  (Cotton  advanced 
to  points  ranging  from  10  to  14  cents;  flour  P\ 
corn  p  30. 

At  such  prices  was  a  portion  of  the  exports  of 
the  country  valued,  and  at  that  unusual  and  ex- 
traordinary valuation  the  whole  exports  by  custom- 
house returns  amount  to  $158,648,000,  and  ex- 
ceeded by  $26,000,000  the  export  of  any  preceding 
year.  This  amount  of  export,  under  a  home  val- 
uation— and  that  valuation  based  upon  an  excited 
and  inflated  market — is  not  the  true  testof  the  value 
of  our  exports,  nor  of  our  ability  to  import  and 
consume  the  product  of  other  countries — it  is  alone 
the  net  proceeds  of  these  exports,  such  as  are  real- 
ized and  returned  to  the  country,  that  makes  the 
true,  ascertained,  and  certain  value. 

Now,  sir,  1  submit,  that  from  this  statement  of 
exports,  as  rendered  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, there  should  be  deducted — losses  by  sea,  dam- 
age to  cargoes  on  the  voyage,  reduced  receipts  of 
sales  less  than  the  cost  or  valuation  at  home,  chari- 
ties— the  holiest  and  the  best  of  all  exports  to  .suf- 
fering humanity — and  losses  by  bankruptcies,  and 
the  actual  amount  realized  to  the  country  did  not 

exceed $140,000,000 

Imports  for  fiscal  year,  ending  Jine, 

1847 $146,545,638 

Specie 24,000,000 

In  foreign  goods $122,545,638 

Upon  this  estimate,  the  excess  of  imports  over 
the  net  proceeds  of  exports  has  created  a  balance 

against  us, of §6,545,638 

In  addition,  in  consequence  of  the  extreme  mon- 
etary pressure  in  England,  stocks  have  been  return- 
ed, and  sold  to  an  amount  estimated  at  §10,000,000 
Which  added  to  imports  over  exports  6,545,638 
Leaves  an  actual  balance  of  exchange  §16,545,638 
The  import  of  specie  was  a  safe  one  for  the  coun- 
try, although  yielding  no  revenue;  and  about  80 
per  cent,  of  it  has  gone,  and  is  rapidly  going,  to 
restore  the  balance  of  trade,  and  equalize  exchanges. 
A  year  since,  or  thereabouts,  exchange  on  England 
was  four  per  cent. — or  something  like  six  percent, 
below  par.  Now  it  is  at  a  premium  of  eleven  per 
cent. — all  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  above  par; 
and  the  exports  in  specie  are  kept  back  only  be- 
cause foreign  gold  cannot  be  had;  and  the  shipper 
sustains  a  loss  of  one  per  ceat.  on  the  shipment  of 
American  gold.  The  greatest  distress  prevails  in 
all  the  great  marts  of  business  and  commercial 
cities  of  the  country.  Money  is  worth  one  and  a 
half  per  cent,  per  month  in  eastern  markets.  The 
banks  are  prudently  contracting  their  loans  and 
curtailing  their  issues  to  reach  a  point  of  safety. 
The  circulating  medium  of  the  country  is  dimin- 
ishing— sales  are  liiriited — manufactures  and  in- 
dustrial pursuits  checked,  if  not  paralyzed — and 
specie  is  rapidly  going  out  to  Mexico  and  to  Eu- 
rope. That  specie,  which  is  alone  the  measure  of 
all  values  and  the  basis  of  all  exchanges,  whether 
foreign  or  domestic,  must,  and  will  be  applied  to 
pay  present  and  future  balances  of  trade.  And, 
amidst  this,  sir,  where  is  the  national  treasury, 
and  what  are  its  means.'  Exhausted  by  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war — drained  almost  to  exhaustion, 
it  is  asking  Congress  for  relief.  I  will  read  a  short 
extract  from  a  mercantile  journal: 

"A  few  sales  of  sterling  bills  show  that  no  material 
change  has  yet  been  produced  in  the  pecuniary  relations  of 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain.  Specie  continues  to 
be  shipped  in  a  moderate  way,  and  for  a  few  days  past  not 
much  has  come  in  from  any  quarter.  The  sub-treasury  has, 
however,  been  drained  into  the  banks,  luitil  it  has  but  about 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  fliousand  dollars  on  hand,  and  ia 
constantly  paying  large  drafts,  while  the  receipts  are  small, 
as  almost  all  the  duties  arc  paid  in  treasury  notes.  At  this 
rate  the  box,  deemed  and  taken  to  be  a  treasury,  U'ill  .-^oon 
be  in  such  a  condition  timt  it  will  be  convenient  to  scrape 
the  bottom.  The  banks  have  some  six  millions  of  c<iin, 
chiefly  Ameritmn  gold,  which  is  worth  less  than  sovereigns 
to  ship  for  England  by  one  per  cent.  The  Government,  in 
confiirmity  to  the  doctrines  c^f  thesnb-treasmy,  has  kept  the 
mint  hard  at  work  in  coining,  at  a  damage  of  one  per  cent, 
beyond  the  laborof  coining.  I'lie  banlcs  and  nierchanls  are 
looking  with  increased  interest  to  the  expenditures  of  tlier 
Government.  The  state  oC  the  country  is  such,  that  if  the 
Mexican  war  is  to  keep  u|)  its  huge  drains,  prudent  men 
will  preserve  the  cnritractid  position  whicli  they  have  been 
gaining  for  two  or  three  months  pa.st.  These  lacts  in  the 
city  will  be  Ijkelv  to  reach  the  country  in  low  prices  fof 
produce,  so  compellinif  a  present  payment  of  the  expense* 
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of  thp  war  by  tlip  very  process  of  making  a  debt  upon  pos- 
terity."— Journal  of  Commace. 

In  this  State  of  the  monetary  concerns  of  tlie 
country  genei-ally,  and  more  especially  of  the  treas- 
ury itselir,  I  ask  if  it  is  not  madness  to  impose  upon 
it  sucli  heavy  additional  charges  as  thirty  regi- 
ments of  troops,  or  even  as  the  ten  regiments  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  under  discussion,  must  inevitably 
do;  and  those  troops  not  needed  for  any  purpose, 
except  for  the  entire  conquest  of  Mexico,  and 
hardly  for  that. 

I  see  nothing,  Mr.  President,  in  the  financial 
prospects  of  the  country,  for  the  coming  year,  to 
impi-ove  our  condition;  nor  in  the  Secretary 's  esti- 
mates, which  must  necessarily  be  hypothetical, 
whicli  gives  me  any  assurance  of  improvement, 
or  essential  relief.  The  Secretary's  conjectui-al 
estimates  for  the  year  ending  June,  1849,  ai-e — 

Cnstonis  $33,000,000 

Lands y,00  0-"«U 


Bounty  lands  in  market  will  reduce. . 


a5,ouo,o.jo 

1.000,100 


.*y4, 000,000 

The  average  duties  ujion  imports,  including  free 
goods,  are  about  19  per  cent,  upon  gross  import- 
ations, making  it  necessary,  in  order  to  realize 
$32,000,000  from  the  customs  at  the  present  rates 
of  duty,  to  import  to  no  less  a  sum  than  ^70,000- 
000  in  that  year.  How  vain  is  the  expectation  of 
such  an  import,  and  how  utterly  ruinous  to  the 
countrv,  if  the  views  of  the  Secretary  should  be 
realized.  I  will  venture  the  prophecy  that  your 
exports  for  that  year  cannot  exceed  §120,000,000. 

And,  I  ask,  how  is  the  balance  to  be  paid  ?  The 
business  relations  of  the  country  can  bear  no  fur- 
ther exhaustion.  And  no  such  import  will  be  made, 
nor  will  any  such  amount , be  received  from  cus- 
toms. Let  prudent  statesmen  consider  whether 
this  is  a  time  to  plunge  into  unnecessary  extrava- 
gance ;  or  rather,  should  not  our  honest  efforts  be 
for  peace?  Let  this  drain  of  excessive  expenditure 
cease,  and  a  just  and  honorable  conclusion  of  the 
war  restore  the  country  to  its  riglit  and  proper 
position.  Stocks  are  below  par;  treasury  notes 
are  at  98^,  and  that  only  because  they  are  receiv- 
able for  duties,  and  made  equal  to  specie. 

Now,  sir,  the  Secretary  asks  for  a  loan  for 
$18,500,000,  since,  however,  reduced  to  $12,000,- 
000;  and  already  has  he  increased  his  wants  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  p, 700,000, 
making  fjl6,000,000.  Add  four  millions  revenue 
less  than  his  estimate,  and  it  makes  twenty  mil- 
lions. Sir,  he  will  want  5^24,000,000.  Pass  this 
bill,  and  the  volunteer  bill,  and  he  cannot  require 
less  than  <!,40,000,000. 

With  what  prospect  of  success  can  he  go  into 
the  iTioney  market  for  such  a  loan,  or  any  consid- 
erable portion  of  it,  in  the  present  financial  and 
commercial  condition  of  the  country  .'  Such  a  loan 
if  required  could  not  be  obtained  at  over  ninety  for 
the  one  hundred  dollars,  and  I  fear  could  not  be 
got  at  that,  for  much  of  the  money  is  wanted  out 
of  the  country — in  Mexico.  The  existing  means 
will  allow  no  such  abstraction  from  the  commercial 
and  business  wants  of  the  country. 

If  a  loan  of  twenty  millions  can  be  realized  by 
your  law,  it  must  be  paid  into  the  treasury  in  specie; 
and  that  specie,  or  a  large  part  of  it,  will  either  go 
to  Mexico  or  to  England  in  payment  for  English 
funds  furnished  by  bankers  there  in  support  of  our 
armies.  All  this  will  increase  our  commercial  em- 
barrassments now  at  a  fearful  point,  and  render 
sales  of  produce  and  mercantile  engagements  of  an 
extremely  limited  character. 

Sir,  the  merchants  of  the  country  are  but  the 
distributing  agents  of  the  great  producers  of  the 
world,  and  this  commercial  embarrassment,  now 
experienced  by  them,  will  next  be  felt  seriously 
and  with  greater  effect  by  our  own  producing  and 
agricultui-al  communities.  The  want  of  means  to 
advance  and  transmit  the  produce  from  the  interior 
to  themarket  must  cause  a  severe  decline  in  prices, 
and  the  South  and  the  West  producing  the  great 
staples  of  the  country,  will  find,  in  the  reduction 
of  prices,  their  share  of  the  great  financial  crisis, 
caused  by  supporting  a  foreign  war,  and  al)slract- 
ing  for  that  war  the  means  necessary  for  the  profit- 
able exchan;;es  of  their  products.  I  have  heard 
prices  named  to  which  cotton  and  brcadstuffs  irmst 
go,  fearfully  alarming,  and  the  aggregate  reduc- 
tion estimated  at  two  hundred  millions.  Nothino- 
can  avert  this  i)ut  an  e.\traordinary  demand  for 
breadstuffa  lieyond  any  calculations  that  the  wants 
of  Europe  would  seem  to  indicate. 


Next,  sir,  in  the  course  of  inflictions,  the  labor 
of  the  country  will  experience  its  saddening  influ- 
ence. Its  profitable  emjiloyment  will  be  checked 
or  suspended,  and  then  the  blow  will  be  felt  most 
severely;  because  the  daily  necessities  of  that  class 
renders  it  less  able  to  aveit  the  force. 

The  contraction  of  the  ordinary  circulating  me- 
dium of  the  country  is  another  consequence  of  this 
abstraction  of  specie.  For  every  dollar  in  specie, 
sound  specie-paying  banks  are  safely  allowed  to 
put  into  circulation  four  dollars  in  bills,  and  these 
bills  employed  in  the  daily  uses  and  payments  of 
the  community  will  be  withdrawn  in  that  ratio 
from  circulation.  A  loan  of  twenty  millions  of 
dollars,  either  in  funded  stock  or  treasury  notes, 
cannot  but  contract  the  sound  circulating  medium  i 
sixty  millions  of  dollars,  the  specie  upon  which 
that  calculation  is  based,  having  thus  been  with- 
drawn for  the  support  of  our  armies  in  Mexico. 
With  such  a  contraction  of  the  currency,  it  is  pain- 
ful to  think  to  what  point  of  depression  prices 
would  go,  and  the  consequent  general  and  individ- 
ual distress  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  endure.  In 
a  war  of  defence,  the  tieasury  of  the  country,  like 
its  blood,  would  be  poured  out  like  vifater.  In  a 
war  of  conquest,  even  for  indemnity  and  security, 
no  such  feeling  v\-ould  jn-evail.  If,  then,  the  men 
are  not  needed,  as  I  have  shown,  for  any  object 
short  of  the  entire  subjugation  and  conquest  of 
Mexico — and  the  means  are  not  to  be  obtained 
unless  at  great  sacrifice  and  utter  commercial  dis- 
tiess — I  ask  why  pass  this  bill,  or  press  it  to  a 
hasty  and  immediate  decision .'  These  additional 
troops,  if  sent  into  Mexico,  can  only  be  employed 
in  extending  conquest  over  the  entire  Republic. 
Drive  the  Government  to  disband  itself,  and  with 
whom  will  you  make  a  peace.'  To  whom  can  you 
restore  the  whole  or  any  part  of  Mexico .'  To 
whom  is  her  nationality  to  be  intrusted?  and  by 
whom  is  it  to  be  maintained?  Take  it,  and  you 
must  keep  it.     "How  will  you  escape  it!" 

In  the  distracted  condition  of  Mexico,  with  a 
population  mixed  and  incongruous;  groaning  under 
the  despotism  of  military  power,  and  changing  her 
rulers  only  to  exchange  one  degradation  for  anoth- 
er ;  with  no  fixed  principles  of  government — a  de- 
graded population,  far  inferior  to  the  Aztec  race  in 
civility  and  personage,  accustomed  only  to  obey — 
their  condition  cannot,  perhaps,  but  be  improved. 
But  to  incorporate  such  a  disjointed  and  degraded 
mass  into  even  a  limited  participation  of  our  social 
and  political  rights,  would  be  fatally  destructive  to 
the  institutions  of  our  country.  There  is  a  moral 
pestilence  attached  to  such  a  people  which  is  con- 
tagious— a  leprosy  that  will  destroy — 
"  Like  a  mildewed  ear,  'twill  bliyln  its  wholesome  brother..'"' 

This  stupendous  scheme  of  subjugation,  seques- 
tration, and  annexation,  cannot  but  shock  the  pub- 
lic sense  of  the  country,  and  cause  reflecting  men 
to  estimate  the  dangers  before  them.  The  leprous 
distilment  will  infuse  itself  into  the  system  only  to 
poison  and  destroy. 

"  It  cannot  and  it  will  not  come  to  good." 
In  God's  name,  let  the  danger  be  avoided  before 
it  is  too  late.     Our  own  dissensions  are  suflicient 
to  distract  the  harmony  of  the  country  and  try  our 
institutions  to  their  utmost  tension. 

Stop  this  unholy  lust  for  conquest.  No  longer 
endanger  the  blessings  of  freedom  so  signally  our 
own.  Let  discord  be  driven  from  amongst  us,  and 
the  bright  example  of  our  institutions,  restored  to 
their  purity,  continue  to  shine  forth  for  the  imita- 
tion and  emulation  of  all  mankind. 

Mr.  DIX  obtained  the  floor,  and  the  Senate  then 
went  into  executive  session;  after  which, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  Jfmitrt?-y  26, 1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  as  the  business  first 
in  order,  the  motion  of  Mr.  Donnei.l  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  terminating  all 
dei)ate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Presi- 
dent's message  this  day  at  two  o'clock  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
to  recon.sider  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BOYD  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  which 
motion  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  71,  nays 
118. 

The  question  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on 


the  table  was  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative: 
Yeas  96,  nays  100. 

The  question  was  now  put  on  the  motion  to  re- 
consider, and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Y'eas  102, 
nays  98. 

The  vote  by  which  it  was  resolved  to  terminate 
the  debate  having  thus  been  reconsidered,  the 
question  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  Y'ork,  moved  to  lay  it 
on  the  table;  which  motion  was  carried:  Y'eas  105, 
nays  95. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  moved  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  joint  resolution  to 
pay  James  Crutchett  for  lighting  the  Capitol  and 
Capitol  grounds. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  could  only  be  done  by 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  he  felt  persuaded  no  ob- 
jection would  be  made  if  he  were  allowed  to  state 
the  reasons  why  this  bill  ought  to  pass  without 
delay. 

But  objection  being  made,  the  motion  could  not 
be  received 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing  Executive  commuriications,  viz: 

A  message  from. the  President  of  the  United 
States,  transmitting  the  annual  report  of  the  In- 
spectors of  the  Penitentiary  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  transmitting  a  communication  from  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Lighthouse  Establishment 
in  relation  to  proceedings  under  the  act  of  the  3d  of 
March  last,  authorizing  the  erection  of  certain 
lighthouses,  and  for  other  purposes. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
transmitting  a  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  In- 
dian Affairs,  with  a  statement  of  persons  employed 
in  the  Indian  Department  during  the  year  1847. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  transmitting  the  annual  report  of  the 
officer  charged  with  the  superintendence  of  the 
revenue  marine  service. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
transmitting  a  statement  of  contracts  made  under 
the  authority  of  that  department  durmg  the  year 
1847. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
transmitting  the  names  of  the  clerks  and  other 
persons  employed  in  the  several  bureaus  of  that 
department  during  the  year  1847. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  the  17th  instant,  copies  of  reports 
of  such  military  commanders  serving  in  the  army 
in  Mexico  as  have  been  received  since  the  trans- 
mission of  his  annual  report  to  Congress. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  transmitting  a  report  showing  the  names 
of  persons  who  have  applied  for  relief  under  the 
navy  pension  laws,  and  whose  claims  have  been 
rejected,  and  the  reasons  of  the  rejection  of  the 
same. 

A  communication  from  the  Postmaster  General, 
transmitting,  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  17lh  instant,  a  report  of  such  meas- 
ures as  are  rendered  necessary  by  the  present  state 
of  our  foreign  mail  service. 

A  communication  from  the  Postmaster  General 
transmitting  a  list  of  clerks  and  other  persons 
employed  in  that  department  during  the  year  end- 
ing December  31,  1847,  with  a  statement  that  their 
services  are  necessary  in  that  department,  and 
that  they  have  been  usefully  employed  during  the 
year  aforesaid. 

A  communication  from  the  Postmaster  General, 
transmitting,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  that  department  to 
the  postmaster  at  Mobile,  in  relation  to  the  postage 
to  be  charged  on  the  steamboats  not  in  the  employ 
of  the  Government. 

SENATE  BILLS. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  taken 
up,  read,  and  appropriately  referred  : 

An  act  to  make  attachments  which  are  made 
under  process  issuing  from  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  conform  to  the  laws  regulating  such  at- 
tachments in  the  courts  of  the  States. 

An  act  to  provide  additional  quarters  neir  New 
Orleans  for  United  States  soldiers  and  volunteers 
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returned  from  or  going  to  the  seat  of  war  iti  Mex- 
ico. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  authorizing 
the  erection  on  the  public  grounds  in  the  city  of 
Wasliington  of  a  monument  to  George  Washing- 
ton, was  taken  up,  read  three  times,  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

An  act  exempting  vessels  employed  by  the 
American  Colonization  Society  in  transporting 
colored  emigrants  from  the  United  States  to  the 
coast  of  Africa,  from  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of 
the  22d  of  February,  1847,  regulating  the  carriage 
of  passengers  in  merchant  vessels,  was  then  taken 

UJ1. 

Mr.  SIMS  moved  that  the  bill  be  committed  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  GRINNELL,  from  that  committee,  ex- 
pressed his  earnest  hope  that  the  bill  might  not  be 
committed,  but  might  receive  its  third  reading,  and 
be  put  immediately  on  its  passage.  Its  provisions 
had  been  examined  by  a  number  of  gentlemen  on 
both  sides  of  the  House,  who  united  in  approving 
tliem.  It  was  important  it  should  pass  without 
delay,  as  there  was  a  vessel  now  at  Baltimore 
waiting  to  take  out  a  company  of  emigrants,  but 
whose  sailing  must  be  delayed,  should  the  bill  be 
sent  to  a  committee,  where  it.  might  not  be  reached 
for  a  long  while.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  would  consent  to  withdraw  his 
'motion  to  commit. 

Mr.  SIMS,  however,  insisted  on  his  motion; 
and  the  question  was  taken  upon  it  and  decided  in 
the  negative. 

The  bill  was  thereupon  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

REFERENCE  OF  PRESIDENT'*  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROOT,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Joseph 
R.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  chair,)  on 
the  President's  annual  message  and  the  resolutions 
referring  the  same  to  the  appropriate  committees. 

Mr.  PALFREY,  of  Massachusetts,  was  entitled 
to  the  floor,  having  moved  last  evening,  for  the 
rising  of  the  committee,  and  now  rose  in  his  place 
and  addressed  the  committee  during  the  hour 
allowed  him  under  the  rule. 

He  commenced  by  observing  that,  on  the  22d  of 
December  last,  (a  day  consecrated  to  all  time  by  the 
admission  that  the  subject  of  slavery  was  a  legiti- 
mate subject  for  discussion  in  that  House,  and  at 
the  same  time  desecrated  to  all  time  by  the  adop- 
tion of  measures  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol 
for  the  admission  into  this  Union  of  a  foreign  na- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  the  support  and  extension 
of  slavery,)  a  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Clingman]  had  addressed  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  a  subject  which  he  denominated 
"the  political  aspect  of  the  slavery  question." 
And  he  would  do  the  gentleman  the  justice  to  say 
that  he  had  treated  the  subject  with  great  courtesy, 
moderation,  calmness,  and  dignity;  and  he  thank- 
ed him  for  it.  Mr.  P.  should  not  be  surprised  if 
from  that  day  the  subject  should  have  assumed 
new  associations,  and  that  it  should  be  esteemed 
the  commencement  of  a  new  era  in  the  discussion 
of  the  slavery  question,  and  in  the  entire  history 
of  American  liberty.  He  accepted  the  omen.  He 
trusted  the  time  was  now  gone  by  when  so  great 
and  all-important  a  question  should  be  staved  off, 
and,  as  if  by  general  consent,  put  out  of  the  na- 
tional councils.  He  hailed  with  pleasure  another 
auspicious  indication.  He  had  lately  read  in  a 
Southern  Review  an  article  written  in  an  excellent 
tone  and  with  much  ability,  the  style  and  general 
tone  of  which  was  as  good  as  its  arguments  were 
weak.  He  had  heard  some  time  since  of  a  pro- 
posed plan  to  establish  within  this  District  a  news- 
paper, the  object  of  which  should  be  the  defence 
and  maintenance  of  the  slaveinstitution;  but  he  had 
learned  with  high  satisfaction  that  since  then  anoth- 
er paper  had  not  only  been  proposed,  but  had  been 
successfully  established, and  was  now  in  full  opera- 
tion,* conducted  with  great  ability,  and  enjoying  a 
wide  and  daily  extending  circulation,  with  a  design 
directly  the  reverse. 

On  the  day  he  had  referred  to,  in  the  outset  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  had  risen  as  soon  as  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolitia  concluded  his 
speech.  Mr.  P.  regretted  that  he  had  not  enjoyed 
an  opportunity  of  hearing  the  whole  of  that  gen- 
tleman's speech,  some  private  business  having  ac- 
cidentally called  him  out  of  the  Hall  ;  but  he  saw 
wliai  he  presumed  to  be  a  correct  report  of  the 


speech  in  the  National  Intelligencer  the  mdvning 
following,  and  he  had  come  to  the  House  with  the 
intention  of  making  some  comments  upon  it;  but 
immediately  after  the  reading  of  the  Journal,  the 
death  of  a  member  had  been  announced,  and  the 
House  adjourned.  It  had  not  again  gone  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  for  several  days.  Two 
weeks  had  since  then  been  occupied  in  committee 
in  discussions  on  the  Mexican  war,  on  the  Execu- 
tive views  on  the  subject  of  internal  improvement, 
and  some  other  matters,  until  the  impression  origin- 
ally made  by  the  speech  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman]  had  in 
a  considerable  decree  faded  from  the  minds  of  the 
members  of  the  House.  But  it  had  at  length  been 
revived  again  by  the  recent  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Tuck]  and  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  McLane.]  Mr. 
P.  had  endeavored  yesterday  to  obtain  the  floor  to 
address  the  committee,  but  had  been  unsuccessful. 

He  understood  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  McLane]  to  say,  that  he  regarded  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  as  one  not  suitable  for  discussion  in 
this  House.  Mr.  P.  was  not  of  the  same  opinion. 
But  if  a  question  was  to  be  raised  on  that  point,  he 
would  ask  that  gentleman  to  remember  that  at  the 
beginning  of  the  session  of  the  thirtieth  Congress, 
on  the  first  day  of  the  session,  a  set  speech  was 
addressed  to  that  body,  in  which  the  political  as- 
pects of  the  subject  of  slavery  were  brought  for- 
ward by  a  gentleman  from  the  South — a  gentleman 
representing  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  and  he 
presumed,  therefore,  representing  a  slaveholding 
constituency.  The  gauntlet  was  then  thrown 
down  in  a  manner,  he  admitted,  the  most  court- 
eous and  chivalric,  but  thrown  down  from  that 
quarter.  It  was  not  those,  be  it  remembered,  who 
agreed  in  sentiment  with  Mr.  P.,  who  had  intro- 
duced the  subject  of  slavery  into  the  thirtieth  Con- 
gress ;  it  came  in  from  the  South. 

He  had  said  that  he  did  not  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  [Mr.  McLane]  in  the  sen- 
timent that  slavery  was  not  a  proper  subject  for 
discussion  in  that  hall.  He  held  that  the  slavery 
question  was  the  political  question  of  the  day — a 
question  which  underlay  everj'-  other,  and  had 
done  so  for  the  greatest  part  of  a  century,  and 
which  must  ultimately  determine  the  fate  of  all 
the  others.  It  was  nothing  to  him,  that,  as  the 
gentleman  said,  the  free  States  had  a  large  major- 
ity on  this  floor.  [Mr.  P.  here  quoted  the  speech, 
in  which  it  was  stated  that  there  existed  in  the 
House  a  majority  of  fifty  votes  on  the  side  of  the 
non-slaveholding  States.]  This  was  true,  notwith- 
standingthose  provisions  of  the  Constitution  which 
gave  an  amount  of  power  to  the  slave  States  which 
the  framers  of  that  instrument  never  anticipated 
nor  ever  intended  to  convey.  It  was  true,  not- 
withstanding certain  important  facts,  such  as  these: 
That  fourteen  slave  States  (being  all  but  Virginia) 
contained  an  aggregate  population  equal  to  the 
united  population  of  the  free  States  of  Ohio  and 
New  York;  yet,  while  those  two  free  States  had 
a  representation  of  four  members  at  the  other  end 
of  the  Capitol,  those  fourteen  slave  States  had 
twenty-eight  members.  So  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives: while  Ohio  and  New  York  had  fifty- 
five  votes,  the  same  amount  of  population  in  the 
fourteen  slave  States  had  seventy-six  votes — the 
difference  of  twenty-one  votes  being  the  represent- 
ation of  the  slave  interest.  When  we  came  to  the 
electoral  college,  the  relative  vote  stood  one  hun- 
dred and  four  against  fifty-nine — the  free  States 
having  but  little  more  than  half.  Yet,  notwith- 
standing these  effects  of  slave  representation,  it 
was  nevertheless  true  that  the  free  States  had  in 
that  hall  a  preponderance  of  votes.  The  gentle- 
man, in  stating  this,  had  stated  what  was  true; 
but  he  had  not  stated  the  whole  truth:  he  had  not 
done  so,  because  it  did  not  belong  to  his  argument; 
of  course  he  intentionally  disguised  nothing.  But 
Mr.  P.  said  that  this,  which-  the  gentlemen  had 
stated,  was  not  the  whole  disparity.  The  differ- 
ence was  not  between  a  few  gentlemen  acting  as 
members  of  the  national  councils;  it  was  between 
fifteen  millions  of  white  non-slaveholding  people 
and  some  three  hundred  thousand  white  slave- 
holding  people  of  this  Union — between  fourteen 
thousand  of  thousands  on  the  one  side,  and  three 
hundred  thousand  on  the  other.  There  were  about 
three  millions  of  voters  in  this  country,  of  whom 
about  a  hundred  or  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
were  themselves  slaveholders — being  twenty  or 
I  thirty  to  one  of  the  whole  voters  of  this  Union. 


Besides  all  this,  did  that  gentleman  need  to  be 
told  by  Mr.  P.  of  the  great  power  arising  from  the 
concentrated  energy  of  a  mass  of  men  held  and 
bound  together  by  the  conviction  of  a  great  com- 
mon interest  which  v/as  vital  to  them  all.'  A 
power  which  enabled  them,  however  few,  to  bribe, 
to  retain,  and  to  intimidate  the  leaders  of  the  inert 
masses?  That  gentleman  had  not  now  to  learn 
the  extensive  commotion  and  excitement  which 
had  been  produced  some  years  since  throughout 
this  country  on  the  subject  of  Free  Masonry,  be- 
cause the  apprehension  got  abroad  that  these  "secret 
societies,  spread  like  a  connected  net-work  over  the 
entire  land,  were  everywhere  united  by  a  secret 
purpose  inimical  and  dangerous  to  the  security  and 
happiness  of  the  rest  of  the  community.  But  what 
was  the  union  or  the  dreaded  efiiiciency  of  the  Free 
Masons  when  compared  with  the  high  intelligence 
and  the  over-mastering  sense  of  a  common  interest 
which  held  together  all  slaveholders? 

But  why  speculate  about  these  things?  Look  at 
facts.  »And  first  look  at  the  patronage  of  this  Gov- 
ernment as  dispensed  in  different  divisions  of  this 
country.  Mr.  P.  had  in  his  hand  a  little  memo- 
randum, for  the  exact  accuracy  of  which  he  would 
not  vouch,  but  which  he  was  fully  assured  waa 
not  far  from  the  truth.  It  showed  that  while  the 
white  non-slaveholders  were  to  the  slaveholders 
as  fifty  to  one,  the  public  oflices  of  the  Union  had 
been  shared  in  the  following  ratio: 

The  Presidency,  at  the  close  of  Mr.  Polk's 
term,  will  have  been  in  Northern  hands  for  12  and 
Southern  hands  for  nearly  50  years.  Of  27  Su- 
preme Court  Judges,  appointed  since  1789,11  were 
from  the  North  and  17  from  the  South;  Attorney 
Generals,  5  from  the  North  and  14  from  the  South; 
10  Speakers  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from 
the  North,  21  from  the  South;  16  Presidents  of  the 
Senate  pro  tern,  from  the  North  to  61  from  the 
South;  and  54  Northern  to  80  Southern  foreign 
Ministers.  So  of  Chief  Justices,  Cabinet,  naval, 
and  military  officers  throughout. 

But  what  then  ?  If  the  value  of  these  offices  lay 
simply  in  the  honor  and  the  emolument  attached 
to  them,  they  would  not  quarrel  about  them;  let 
them  go;  they  were  industrious  and  frugal,  and 
they  could  do  without  the  emolument;  and  as  to 
honor,  they  could  seek  it  elsewhere,  as  they  were 
accustomed  to  do,  in  the  pursuits  of  literature  and 
science,  in  the  fields  of  discovery,  and  in  great  pub- 
lic enterprises.  They  were  used  to  this.  Then 
let  the  honor  of  office  go  along  with  the  emolument. 
But  the  real  importance  of  this  relative  apportion- 
ment of  office  lay  in  this:  that  it  marked  the  rela- 
tive apportionment  of  power,  in  the  direction  and 
control  of  public  measures  connected  with  the  fame 
and  the  welfare  of  the  nation.  That,  and  that  only, 
was  the  reason  why  they  adverted  to  the  subject 
ahall. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Federal  Government 
(an  act  passed  within  five  years  after  the  adoption 
of  the  new  Constitution)  was  the  heinous  act — for 
he  could  designate  it  by  no  milder  term— was  the 

heinous  act  of  the of  February,  1793 — an  act 

which  placed  the  liberty  of  every  free  man  at  the 
mercy  of  every  miserable  petty  magistrate  in  the 
country  whom  a  kidnapper  could  bribe  to  do  his 
dirty  work.  Let  the  kidnapper  come  before  one 
of  these  subalterns  of  the  law,  the  very  lowest  on 
all  the  roll,  and  present  before  him  a  man  whom  he 
calls  a  slave,  and  let  him  but  convince  him,  by  any 
means,  no  matter  of  what  sort,  that  the  man  is 
what  he  represents  him  to  be,  and  the  warrant  of 
that  petty  justice  shall  be  good  against  all  the  world 
for  his  detention  and  deportation.  Such  a  law  in- 
sulted, if  it  did  not  endanger,  the  liberty  of  every 
white  man  in  the  land.  The  Governor  of  the  State 
of  New  York  would  be  as  liable  to  such  warrant 
as  the  most  friendless  negro.  The  law  rnade  no 
distinction  between  the  two.  And  why  did  it  not 
endanger  him  ?  His  only  security  was  in  the  force 
that  might  rescue  him,  or  in  the  fear  of  that  force. 
The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  secured  W 
Mr.  P.,  if  he  should  be  sued  for  twenty  dollars,  a 
trial  by  jury;  but  if  a  man  claimed  his  personal  lib- 
erty, he' had  no  jury  to  protect  him.  Let  butMiis 
kidnapper  procure  a  magistrate's  warrant,  and  he 
miu-ht  be  dragged  to  the  auction-block,  and  sold 
as  a  slave.  The  man  might  take  his  wite  trom 
his  side,  his  infant  from  the  cradle;  and  should  he 
resist,  the  law  armed  the  ravisher  with  the  whole 
power  of  the  country  to  strike  hnn  down.  _ 

But  he  would  look  at  this  subject  u  little  further, 
thoush  the  clock  warned   him  that  he  must  pass 
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rapidly  on.  Let  gentlemen  remember  the  Creek 
and  Cherokee  disturlianccs.  One  cause,  and  a 
principal  one,  of  that  entire  trouble,  was,  that 
these  tribes  were  accused  of  giving  a  refuge  to 
runaway  slaves.  From  just  the  same  cause  sprang 
the  fatal  Seminole  war,  which,  according  to  a 
high  authority,  cost  the  country  tweiUy  millions  of 
dollars. 

But  let  him  look  at  a  much  greater  subject : 
those  great  rights  of  the  Saxon  race,  the  right  of 
petition,  the  right  of  speech,  and  of  the  press.  For 
many  a  year,  in  that  House,  the  petitions  of  a  free 
people  were  brought  to  the  foot  of  the  Speaker's 
chair,  and  there  spurned  beneath  the  table.  And 
oven  now,  how  were  they  treated?  Given  to  a 
committee,  with  the  understanding,  as  well  known 
and  as  regularly  acted  on  as  if  it  were  one  of  the 
rules  of  the  House,  that  that  committee  were  to 
bury  them,  never  to  be  heard  of  more.  The  same 
thing  might  virtually  be  said  of  the  liberty  of 
speech  and  the  freedom  of  the  press:  what  were 
they  all  good  for  on  the  great  question  of  the  age  ? 
What  safety  was  there  for  life  or  limb,  if  ff  man 
should  dare  to  speak  or  to  write  on  that  greatest 
of  questions — a  question  which  ought  to  interest  all 
men  more  than  any  other  connected  with  our  so- 
cial condition — the  question  of  .slavery  ?  What  was 
the  liberty  of  American  citizens  in  some  parts  of 
this  Republic'  The  constitution  of  Massachu- 
setts was  establislied  in  1780,  and  by  it  black  men 
were  made  citizens  of  the  State.  Emancipation, 
there,  was  the  fruit  of  no  legislative  act.  A  poor 
black  fellow  had  sued  a  white  man  in  1783  for  an 
assault  and  battery,  and  the  defence  set  up  had 
been  that  the  black  man  was  the  white  man's  slave. 
The  counsel  of  the  defendant  insisted  on  the  fact 
that  no  law  had  been  passed  in  Massachusetts 
emancft)ating  slaves  within  the  State,  and  this  fact 
was  admitted;  but  it  was  urged  that  the  Bill  of 
Rights  declared  that  all  men  were  born  free  and 
equal,  and  had  a  right  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pur- 
suit of  happiness,  and  therefore,  no  one  citizen 
was  the  slave  of  another.  And  the  court  held  the 
plea  to  be  valid,  the  argument  sound,  and  the  mas- 
ter was  fined,  and  otherwise  punished. 

The  constitL.iion  of  Massacliusetts  in  1780  made 
colored  men  citizens  of  Massachusetts.  The  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  adopted  in  1789, 
declared  that  every  citizen  of  the  United  States  was 
entitled  to  eqnr.l  protection  in  all  the  States;  and 
yet  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  under  the  broad  ;egis 
of  the  State's  protection,  if  they  went  into  another 
State,  might,  by  the  laws  of  that  State,  be  scourged, 
imprisoned,  and  sold  into  slavery.  Yes,  a  man 
might  thus  be  used  who  had  as  much  right  to  tread 
the  soil  as  the  proudest  native  who  traced  his  lin- 
eage from  the  Ijest  blood  of  the  State. 

The  State  from  which  he  came  had  sent  one  of 
its  most  venerable  citizens,  pure,  grave,  dignified, 
intelligent,  learned,  and  had  deputed  him  to  go  To 
South  Carolina  and  look  into  tiiis  matter,  and  in- 
quire into  the  legal  question.  A  Judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  and  one,  too,  of  Carolina's  own  hon- 
ored son.-5,  had  declared  it  was  not  law.  They  sent 
a  highly  respected  and  revered  citizen  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  go  to  South  Carolina,  and  in  a  peace- 
ful amicable  manner  to  try  the  question  in  a  court 
of  law,  and  have  it  put  at  rest.  But,  instead  of 
being  greeted  with  southern  hospitality  and  treated 
with  .southern  courtesy,  he  had  been  assaulted, 
was  not  allowed  to  enter  the  court,  nor  even  to 
tarry  in  the  city  of  Charleston,  but  was  driven  ofl' 
.with  ignominy,  and  the  repetition  of  such  an  act 
made  penal  by  .statute. 

In  other  times  a  remedy  would  have  been  sought; 
but  they  could  not  raise  a  regiment  or  equip  a  ship. 
The  State  had  stripped  itself  of  that  right,  at  the 
mere  thought  of  the  exercise  of  which  he  shud- 
dered, and  the  matter  had  been  given  up,  though 
the  time  had  been  when  resistance  would  have 
been  made.  Nor,  on  the  whole,  did  Mr.  P.  know 
that  the  occurrence  was  to  be  regretted.  The  ex- 
cess of  nn  ofiTence  not  unfrcquently  led  to  its  cure. 
-  llg  had  .said  to  Mr.  Hoar,  on  his  return  to  Boa- 
ton,  that  he  coidd  not  regret  the  sufTerings  through 
which  ho  had  pa.sscd,  because  long  observation 
had  taught  us  that  the  night  was  blackest  just  be- 
fore the  dawn.  There  were  some  evils  so  extreme 
that  they  operated  in  their  results  to  enlighten  the 
public  mind,  and  in  regard  to  which  all  toleration 
and  tranquillity  ceased.  The  very  odiousnes.?  of 
the  evil  attracted  the  public  atlenlion  to  it,  and  thus 
provided  for  its  eventual  removal. 

Mr.  P   went  on  to  observe  that  a  recent  event 


had  brought  into  more  conspicuous  regard  "  the 
politic  il  aspect  of  the  slavery  question,  (he  thanked 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  for  the  phrase — it 
was  a  most  appropriate  and  accurate  one.)  Not 
long  since  this  Government  had  annexed  a  foreign 
Stale  to  ihe  American  Union  for  ihe  sake  of  strength- 
ening the  interests  and  cause  of  slavery  within 
our  own  bordei-s.  (He  was  speaking  now,  be  it 
recollected,  only  of  the  political  aspect  of  slavery 
— not  of  its  moral  or  social  aspect.)  And  what 
had  been  the  first  result  of  that  act.'  I'he  repeal 
of  the  tu-iffof  1842.  Yes,  two  men,  who  had  no 
more  right  to  pass  upon  our  interests  than  two 
strangers  from  Europe  or  Hindostan,  had,  by  their 
votes  in  the  Senate,  created  the  majority  by  which 
that  repeal  was  effected;  and  the  next  result  was 
the  war  with  Mexico. 

Gentlemen  distinguished  between  the  occasion 
and  the  cause  of  the  Mexican  war,  but  nobody 
doubted  if  annexation  had  not  taken  place  that  we 
should  have  had  no  war.  Mr.  Calhoun  thought 
otherwise;  thought  he  could  set  fire  to  a  barrel  of 
gunpowder  and  extinguish  it  when  half  con- 
sumed! In  carrying  on  this  policy — and  Heaven 
only  knew  how  much  further  it  would  go — we  had 
already  spent  a  hundred  millions  of  dollars  at  least 
in  what  this  House  had  declared  to  be  an  uncon- 
stitutional and  unjustifiable  war.  Never  mind  the 
money,  if  it  was  buried  in  the  deep  blue  sea 
"  deeper  than  ever  plummet  sounded,"  if  it  had 
not  been  the  means  of  so  much  misery.  Let  the 
money  go;  but  it  had  been  the  occasion  of  the 
death  by  violence  of  thousands  and  thousands  of 
people  who  had  never  done  any  injury  to  us;  it 
iiad  carried  widowhood  and  orphanage  to  thou- 
sands of  homes  of  a  sister  republic,  to  thousands  of 
our  own  homes;  it  had  left  a  black  page  upon  our 
country's  history  for  posterity  to  read — a  page  of 
sorrow  and  disgrace. 

Of  this  institution,  bearing  such  fruits,  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  was  the  apologist, 
and  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  thought  it 
ought  to  be  treated  with  reverence  and  respect. 

From  this  point  Mr.  P.  proceeded  to  a  some- 
what minute  examination  of  various  points  made 
by  Mr.  Clingm.\n  in  his  remarks,  reading  sundry 
passages  and  commenting  upon  them.  The  re- 
mark of  Mr.  C.  that  slavery  was  "a  natural  and 
wide-spread  institution,"  he  said,  bore  a  strong 
reseinblance  to  the  declaration  of  Rousseau,  that 
"  the  savage  state  of  society  is  the  natural  and 
blissful  stale  of  man."  Slavery  was  "  natural" 
to  man  in  a  certain  sense;  to  a  low  state  of  civili- 
zation. It  was  natural  to  man  to  hold  slaves  as  it 
was  to  drape  himself  with  fig-leaves  or  bearskins, 
or,  as  was  contended  to  be  natural  by  a  Scotch 
philosopher  of  the  last  century,  to  go  on  all-fours 
and  feed  on  acorns.  But  liberty — liberty,  justice, 
humanity,  were  natural  to  man  just  as  it  was  to 
calculate  eclipses,  to  build  marble  houses  to  dwell 
in,  to  write  books  of  philosophy  and  poetry,  and 
to  cultivate  the  graces  of  social  life.  The  genlle- 
man  said  it  was  a  "wide-spread"  institution. 
Wide-spread  where.'  In  England,  France.'  in  the 
civilized  nations  of  Christendom.'  or  in  Guinea, 
and  Mozambique?  It  had  lately  been  abolished  in 
Sweden,  Holland,  Denmark;  and  now,  in  civilized 
and  christianized  nations  besides  the  United  States, 
it  only  remained  in  Brazil,  in  the  Spanish  colonies. 
Of  it  in  Brazil  he  knew  nothing;  but  in  the  Span- 
ish colonies  the  institution  was  stripped  of  the 
most  reprehensible  features  which  attached  to  it  in 
our  country. 

In  reply  to  the  defence  of  the  institution  of  sla- 
very by  ]VIr.  Clingman,  on  the  ground  of  the  in- 
feriority of  the  African  race,  he  alluded  to  notable 
examples  of  greatness,  both  individual  and  nation- 
al, exhibited  by  that  race  in  ancient  as  well  as 
modern  times.  He  denied  that  the  experiment  of 
British  West  India  emancipation  had  been  a 
"failure,"  and  vindicated  its  success.  He  also, 
in  rc|.ily  to  remarks  of  Mr.  C,  with  reference  to 
the  settlement  in  the  northern  and  western  States 
of  a  large  proportion  of  foreign  immigrants,  and 
to  other  facts,  argued  that  the  superior  greatness 
and  prosperity  of  the  northern  in  comparison  with 
the  southern  States  was  to  be  ascribed  to  the  in- 
fluence of  their  free  institutions.  His  readini^s  (he 
said)  had  induced  him  to  believe  that  it  was  the 
opinion  of  the  fathers  of  (he  Constitution  that  sla- 
very was  to  be  an  ephemeral  thing;  and  ho  refer- 
red to  the  writings  of  Washington  to  show  that  he 
himsidf  expressed  a  willingness  to  vote  for  its  nb- 
olition  when  the  favorable  time  arrived.    The  first 


abolition  society  in  this  country  (he  said)  was 
formed  within  the  first  year  of  the  existence  of  the 
Constitution.  It  sent  a  memorial  to  Congress  in 
1790,  which  was  signed  by  Benjamin  Franklin, 
who  knew  some  things  as  well  as  some  men  of 
the  present  day,  certainly,  about  the  Constitution 
which  he  had  aided  to  form.  It  was  also  signed 
by  Lafayette,  the  same  man  who  said  that  the 
good  sense  of  the  American  people  would  help 
them  to  settle  amicably  all  their  diflicul'ies,  and 
who  had  declared  that  he  never  would  have  drawn 
the  sword  in  defence  of  American  independence  if 
he  had  known  that  the  institution  of  slavery  was 
to  be  established  under  it. 

He  took  up  the  classification  by  Mr.  Clintgman 
of  the  abolitionists  into  their  several  divisions,  re- 
marking upon  the  peculiarities  of  each,  and  giving 
his  own  views  and  position  with  reference  to  the 
question. 

A  gentleman  had  spoken  "of  the  abolitionists  in 
the  House  as  "  excrescences"  upon  the  Whig  par- 
ty I  Six  "  putrid  excrescences,"  which  should  be 
lopped  off.  The  AVhig  party,  numbering  a  ma- 
jority of  but  five  in  the  House,  lop  off  six  of  the 
numoer  as  "  putrid  excrescences  !"  [A  laugh.]  It 
would  hardly  leave  a  very  good  workinj  majority. 
The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  would  not  tell  them  it  was  very  good  finan- 
ciering. [Renewed  laughter.]  It  would  be  very 
much  like  that  of  the  British  soldier — 
"  A  soldier  I  am,  and  live  on  niy  pay; 
I  sppnd  half  a  crown  out  of  sixpence  a  day." 

Mr.  HENLEY  having  obtained  the  floor,  he 
commenced  by  remarking  upon  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Palfrey,  and  the  maimer  in  which  it  had  been 
received  by  the  House.  When  he  (Mr.  H.)  first 
came  into  this  House,  an  abolition  speech  was  not 
delivered  here  without  great  excitement,  even  of 
the  Whig  party.  The  only  thing  remarkable  in 
the  gentleman's  speech  was,  that  it  was  listened  to 
with  a  great  deal  of  attention,  and  with  apparent 
approbation  by  all  the  Whig  members  from  the 
South,  so  far  as  he  observed.  [A  laugh.]  He  had 
no  remarks  to  make  on  this  floor  in  relation  to  the 
subject  of  slavery.  He  was  opposed  to  that  in- 
stitution; his  own  private  opinion  was  that  it  was 
an  evil ;  he  believed  it  an  evil  to  the  slave  and  tO' 
the  slaveholder;  but  it  belonged  to  the  compro- 
mises of  the  Constitution  to  sustain  that  institu- 
tion. He  meant  to  stand  by  those  compromises. 
But  he  could  not  help  remarking  upon  the  change 
of  sentiment  in  this  House  within  a  few  years,  as 
exhibited  in  the  fact  that  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman met  with  the  entire  approbation  of  the  Whig 
party  of  the  South.     [Renewed  laughter.] 

He  had  some  remarks  to  make  in  reference  to 
the  very  singular  and  extraordinary  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Tompkins>} 
which  the  gentleman  told  the  House  he  had  pre- 
pared for  another  occasion,  but  which  he  finally 
delivered  on  the  annual  message  of  the  President, 
with  which  it  had  no  connection.  He  would  not 
undertake  before  this  House,  either  for  its  amuse- 
ment, or  for  any  other  purpose,  to  play  the  politi- 
cal mountebank.  It  w;is  not  liis  intention  to  play 
such  antics  either  here  or  clrsewhere. 

That  gentleman  had  made  Sequent  allusion  to 
the  course  pursued  by  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama, [Mr.  Houston.]  It  was  known  that  that 
gentleman  [Mr.  H.]  had  been  proverbially  respect- 
ful and  polite  to  every  gentleman  on  this  floor. 
But  the  gentleman  from  Mississi|kpi  had  character- 
ized the  books  from  which  that  gentleman  had 
read  as  "  dog-eared"  by  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  by  some  one  under  his  direction.  It 
was  in  vain  that  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  ex- 
plained, and  assured  the  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi that  this  was  a  mistake;  that  they  had  not, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  very  classically 
characterized  these  books,  been  "dog-eared"  by 
the  President  or  anybody  else;  but  tliat  he  [Mr. 
Houston]  had  understood  that  such  a  message 
was  to  be  received — indeed,  it  was  anticipated 
everywhere — and  had  looked  up  some  authorities. 
It  was  in  vain;  still  the  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi insisted  a  half  a  dozen  times  that  the  book 
was  "dog-eared."  Now,  one  less  acquainted 
with  the  course  of  debate  in  this  House,  and  not 
so  charitable  as  he  (Mr.  Henlev)  was  disposed 
to  be,  would  suspect  lliat  there  might  be  in  the 
speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  more  of 
the  "  dog"  than  of  the  "  cars" 

Mr.  TOMPKINS.  What  does  the  gentleimaa 
say?    I  did  not  hear  him. 
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Mr.  HENLEY,  continuing.  But  he  Vi^ould  not 
suppose  it  to  be  so;  having  seefl  the  gentleman's 
course  since  he  had  been  here,  he  (Mr.  H.)  was 
sure  it  would  be  an  unjust  conclu.sion,  although  he 
was  sure  it  was  one  which  the  gentleman  would 
be  liable  to  have  drawn  from  his  speech  by 
others. 

He  had  been  told  that  there  lives  in  the  South  a 
plain,  honest,  straightforward,  independent  planter, 
who  had  a  seat  on  this  floor  at  the  last  Congress; 
that  in  the  canvass  when  running  for  reelection, 
the  gentleman  who  opposed  him  went  on  to  the 
stump  and  told  the  people,  "  Gentlemen,  your  pur- 
pose is  to  select  the  individual  most  competent  to 
give  you  character  and  weight  in  the  House  of 
Representatives — in  the  national  councils.  An 
individual,  in  order  to  maintain  himself  there, 
should  be  possessed  of  oratorical  power,  should  be 
an  able  speaker,  a  good  debater.  You  have  Mr. 
Roberts  and  myself  both  before  you;  when  you 
have  heard  us,  you  will  be  able  to  decide  which  of 
us  shall  be  able  to  make  the  best  oratorical  display 
before  the  Congress  of  the  nation.  We  shall  make, 
an  exhibition  of  out  talents  in  that  respect  to-day, 
and  you  will  decide  accordingly."  That  exhibi- 
tion was  made,  (said  Mr.  H.;)  the  result  was,  the 
eloquent  gentleman  who  had  the  "oratorical" 
powers  beat  the  honest,  straightforward  planter, 
and  took  his  seat  upon  this  floor;  and  in  pursuance 
of  his  plan,  Mr.  H.  supposed,  had  made  the  dis- 
play of  his  speech  to  give  character  to  himself  and 
to  his  constituents.  The  House  had  heard  it,  the 
country  had  been  informed  of  it,  and  what  did  it 
amount  to?  He  would  not  be  disrespectful  to  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi;  btit,in  all  good  humor 
— as  the  gentleman  was  fond  of  good  humor,  and 
quoted  from  Shakspeare  and  other  high  authori- 
ties— he  would  say,  it  amounted  to  but  little  more 
than  the  hollow  sounding  of  an  empty  cider  barrel, 
drained  of  its  contents  in  the  "coon"  canvass 
of  1840.  [Laughter.]  We  read  of  olden  time 
that  the  "asses  snuflfed  up  the  east  wind."  A 
minister  once  asked  his  footman  what  he  could 
infer  from  that  account?  After  some  deliberation, 
he  replied,  he  should  infer  "it  would  be  a  long 
time  before  they  would  grow  fiit  upon  it."  So,  if 
this  gentleman's  constituents  expected  to  "grow 
(at"  upon  this  oratorical  display,  they  had  as  little 
prospect  of  it  as  had  the  asses  of  old  from  the  east 
wind. 

The  gentleman  quoted  from  Shakspeare.  Let 
him  follow  his  example,  and  quote  one  passage 
which  he  thought  very  applicable  to  the  gentle- 
man's speech: 

"  Giatianio  speaks  an  infinite  deal  of  notiiing,  more  than 
any  man  in  all  Venict :  liis  reasons  aie  as  two  graias  of 
wheat  liid  in  two  busliels  of  chaff;  you  shall  seek  all  day 
ere  you  find  them,  and  when  you  have  tliein  they  are  not 
worth  the  search." 

Mr.  H.  had  nothing  more  in  relation  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Mississippi.  But  he  wished  to  notice 
some  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  Barrow.]  The  gentleman  said,  as 
parties  now  stood,  particularly  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  they  could  not  impeach  the  Presi- 
dent for  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  in  reference 
to  tlie  Mexican  war;  but  if  they  had  a  majority  of 
Whigs  in  the  Senate,  then  they  would  bring  for- 
ward articles  of  impeachment.  What  did  he  mean 
by  this?  That  a  Democrat  was  incompetent  to 
sit  on  a  jury  to  try  the  President  of  the  United: 
States  if  he  had  violated  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States?  That  wasbbviously  his  meaning. 
He  presumed  the  gentleman  was  a  lawyer:  would 
he  challenge  a  juror  because  he  was  a  Democrat, 
when  the  individual  to  be  tried  was  also  a  Demo- 
crat? He  would,  on  the  ground  which  he  had 
taken  on  this  question! 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  said  he  would 
have  voted  for  the  act  recognizing  the  existence  of 
the  war,  and  making  appropriations  to  carry  it  on, 
under  "protect."  And  what  was  that  protest.' 
The  gentleman  would  have  been  unwilling  to  vote 
for  it  with  a  preamble  declaring  "  whereas  war  ex- 
ists by  the  act  of  Mexico;"  but  not  if  it  had  said, 
"  whei"eas,  by  the  act  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  an  unconstitutional  war  exists: 
therefore  resolved,  that  men  and  money  be  appro- 
priated to  prosecute  it."  The  gentleman  would 
not  like  to  have  voted  for  it  when  it  declared  the 
truth;  he  revoked  at  the  idea  of  voting  for  the 
prosecution  of  an  honorable  war,  forced  upon  us 
by  Mexico;  but  he  would  have  voted  to  prosecute 
a  dishonorable  war,  begun  by  the  President  of  the 


United  States !  That  was  his  position.  Let  him 
make  the  best  of  it. 

But  the  gentleman  said  he  would  have  voted, 
had  he  had  a  seat  on  this  floor  at  that  time,  men 
and  money  to  extricate  General  Taylor.  This 
pretext  was  idle.  Before  the  forces  authorized  by 
that  act  could  reach  General  Taylor,  it  was  well 
known  that  the  forces  called  by  that  general  and 
General  Gaines  from  the  South  had  reached  him. 
But  if  the  gentleman  and  his  party  had  merely 
desired  to  give  aid  to  General  Taylor  and  his 
army,  and  if  they  supposed  the  President  of  the 
United  States  had  been  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the 
Constitution  in  placing  our  forces  in  that  situation 
of  peril  on  the  Rio  Grande,  what  was  their  obvious 
duty  to  have  done?  If  the  President  had  been 
guilty  of  sending  the  army  into  Mexican  territoiy, 
we  were  the  aggressor,  and  the  gentlemen  were 
bound,  believing  as  they  professed  to  believe,  to 
have  voted  to  call  back  the  army.  Suppose  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  ordered  our  fleet  to 
bombard  thecity  of  London — it  was  a  much  grosser 
case,  but  he  might  do  it — in  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  in  usurpation  of  power  which  did 
not  belong  to  him,  would  we  riot  deprive  him  of 
power, impeach  him,  and  make  the  amende  honora- 
ble? The  Whigs  should  have  done  that  in  this 
case,  if  they  believed  as  they  said  they  did;  or 
they  should  have  voted,  as  true  Americans,  to 
prosecute  the  war  to  a  speedy  and  honorable  ter- 
inination. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  said  he  blushed 
to  make  the  statement  before  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  that  the  President  had  'confined  the 
appointments  he  had  made  in  the  army  almost  ex- 
clusively to  his  own  political  party;  aiid  he  con- 
demned this  course.  What  had  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky done?  what  had  North  Carolina  done? — 
where  there  were  Whig  Governors.  When  ap- 
pointments were  to  be  made  in  the  forces  raised 
there,  not  a  single  solitary  Democrat  was  appoint- 
ed by  those  Whig  Governors. 

Mr.  BOYDON  (interposing)  said  the  gentleman 
was  greatly  mistaken.  In  his  State  there  were 
three  appointments  made,  and  one  of  them  was 
a  Democrat.  » 

Mr.  HENLgY.  Were  there  only  three  ofiicers 
to  be  appointed  in  North  Carolina  under  the  ten- 
regiment  bill  ? 

Mr.  BOYDON.  That  is  all;  the  rest  were 
elected. 

Mr.  HENLEY.  I  remember  the  regiment  called 
out  in  North  Carolina  desired  to  have  their  own 
choice  of  officers,  and  the  Governor  refused. 

Mr.  BOYDON.  North  Carolina  raised  but  one 
regiment,  and  the  Governor  made  the  appointment 
of  the  officers,  and  appointed  two  Whigs  and  one 
Democrat. 

Mr.  HENLEY.  But  not  according  to  the  de- 
sire of  the  regiment. 

Mr.  BOYDON.  Everybody  was  satisfied,  as 
far  as  I  know,  except  a  few  Democrats;  and  they 
afterwards  became  satisfied,  and  it  was  admitted 
it  was  the  best  appointment  that  could  possibly 
have  been  made. 

Mr.  HENLEY.  "  All  were  satisfied  except  a 
few  Democrats!"  [A  laugh.]  Very  well,  I  ac- 
cept the  gentleman's  explanation! 

In  Kentucky  (continued  Mr.  H.)  sixteen  Whigs; 
and  no  Democrat,  were  appointed  by  State  author- 
ity. But  the  President  of  the  United  States  did 
make  Whig  appointments  from  that  State.  And 
yet  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  blushed  that 
the  President  had  made  the  appointments  alto- 
gether from  his  own  party! 

In  the  State  of  Virginia,  where  the  Governor 
was  Democratic,  and  these  appointments  emanated 
from  the  Governor,  he  understood  a  number  of 
them  v/ere  made  from  the  Whig  ranks. 

Mr.  PRESTON.  In  the  State  of  Vii-ginia  the 
power  of  appointment  was  taken  from  the  Gov- 
ernor and  vested  in  a  Council,  and  the  appoint- 
ments were  divided  two  and  one.  The  Governor 
had  not  the  power  of  appointment. 

Mr.  HENLEY.  Well,  who  were  the  Council.' 
Was  it  Democratic? 

Mr.  PRESTON.  It  was  a  Democratic  Coun- 
cil. 

Mr.  HENLEY.  Very  well;  that  is  what  I 
wtint.     It  was  done  by  the  Democrats. 

Notwithstanding  so  much  noise  had  been  made 
(Mr.  H.  continued)  about  the  President  appoint- 
ing Democrats,  he  was  free  to  acknowledge  that 
he  (Mr.  H.)  would  confine  the  appointments  in 


the  army  to  Democrats  if  you  could  not  find  a 
Whig  who  was  in  favor  of  the  war.  This  he  de- 
clared to  the  world. 

He  enumerated  Generals  Taylor,  and  Scott,  and 
Wool,  who  belonged  to  the  Whig  party.  Both 
divisions  of  our  army  in  Mexico  were  led  by  gen- 
erals of  the  party  opposed  to  the  President,  while 
other  distinguished  soldiers  could  have  been  or- 
dered to  take  those  commands.  Those  Whig  gen- 
erals were  permitted  to  retain  command  when  the 
President  could  have  ordered  them  home,  or  as- 
signed them  stations  at  New  York,  New  Orleans, 
or  elsewhere;  and  yet  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see [Mr.  Barrow]  blamed  the  President.  There 
was  General  Cadwalader,  but  the  gentleman  de- 
spised him;  he  was  a  neutral,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  had  no  respect  for  neutrals. 

Mr.  BARROW  did  not  wish  to  interrupt  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  in  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
but  he  could  not  allow  himself  to  be  represented 
as  saying  that  he  despised  Gen'eral  Cadwalader. 
He  had  used  no  such  expression  respecting  Gen- 
eral Cadwalader,  for  whom  he  entertained  the 
highest  respect. 

Mr.  HENLEY  was  not  conscious  that  he  had 
used  the  word  "  despised."  If  he  had,  it  was  in- 
advertently. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana,  inquired  if  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  spoke  of  General  Taylor 
as  one  of  Mr.  Polk's  Whig  appointments. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  General  Taylor  had  re- 
ceived an  appointJTient  from  the  President,  and  he 
used  the  term  Whig  in  its  ordinary  acceptation. 
The  Whigs  claimed  General  Taylor  to  be  a  Whig, 
and  he  would  leave  it  to  that  party  to  settle  the 
question  between  them. 

Mr.  H.  then  proceeded  to  read  extracts  from  tite 
speech  of  Mr.  Barrow,  quoting  portions  in  which 
that  gentleman  had  said  he  was  willing  to  give 
liberal  bounties  to  any  amount  that  should  bei 
necessarjr  to  raise  that  number  of  men  which  Gen- 
eral Scott  said  would  be  sufficient  to  overrun  all 
Mexico,  and  he  commented  on  this  declaration  as  in 
conflict  with  another  in  which  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  had  expressed  himself  to  be  opposed  to 
the  acquisition  of  territory.  To  overrun  Mexico, 
he  argued,  was  equivalent  to  the  subjugation  of 
her;  and  yet  the  gentleman  said  that  he  was  op- 
posed to  "  the  subjugation  and  annexation  of 
Mexico."  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  wa3 
wilhng  to  vote  such  a  number  as  would  give  us  an 
effective  force  of  fifty  thousand  men  in  the  field,  if 
they  were  volunteers.  But  he  was  opposed  to  the 
acquisition  of  territory  either  by  "violence  or  con- 
quest," and  he  warned  his  political  associates  to 
pause  before  they  took  the  step  that  was  now  con-\ 
templated.  The  step  which  the  gentleman  alluded 
to  was  the  acquisition  of  territory,  and  for  what 
Mr.  Polk  had  done  in  relation  to  it  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  predicted  that  retribution  would 
overtake  him,  either  in  this  world  or  another. 
This  reminded  him  of  a  French  nobleman  whoi 
was  both  priest  and  prince,  who  said  as  a  priest 
he  would  not  shed  any  man's  blood,  but  as  a 
prince  he  would  lead  his  army  to  victory.  The 
footman  of  that  nobleman  asked ,  if  the  devil  should 
come  for  the  prince,  where  would  be  the  priest? 
So  in  this  case — if  the  devil  should  come  for  Mr. 
Polk,  where  would  be  Mr.  Barrow? 

The  CHAIRMAN  called  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  to  order. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  he  was  not  speaking  of  the 
member  from  Tennessee.  He  was  speaking  of 
Mr.  Barrow  w^hen  he  got  home. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  it  was  contrary  to  par- 
liamentary rules  to  mention  any  member  by  name, 
and  in  that  respect  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  HENLEY  apologized  to  the  committee  for 
any  violation  of  the  rules  of  which  he  might  have 
been  guilty.  He  supposed  he  was  understood, 
and  therefore  he  was  content.  He  had  attained 
the  object  he  had  in  view. 

He  then  desired  to  say  a  few  words  respecting 
the  Presidential  candidates  whose  names  were 
now  before  the  people.  He  desired  to  discuss  the 
improbability,  he  might  say  the  impossibility,  of 
General  Taylor's  being  the  candidate  of  the  Whig 
party,  viewed  in  reference  to  the  position  which 
he  had  taken.  They  had  heard  much  of  the  dan- 
gers to  be  apprehended  from  military  chieftains; 
and  he  asked  if  the  Whigs  were  willing  to  take  as 
their  candidate  a  man  who  was  so  lately  a  colonel 
in  the  army,  and  who  owed  his  elevation  to  hisr 
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present  position  in  the  war?  The  running:  of  Gen- 
eral Taylor  as  the  candidate  of  the  Whig  party 
would  be  a  military  evolution.  And  who  was  at 
the  head  of  that  movement?  John  C.  Calhoun, 
the  only  man  in  the  United  States  who  advocated 
General  Taylor's  defensive  line.  John  C.  Cal- 
houn stood,  then,  in  the  front  rank.  And  who 
Blood  next?  Colonel  James  Watson  Webb,  the 
editor  of  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer, 
who  had  been  a  Whig  for  a  long  time.  With 
what  scrupulous  tenacity  he  had  adhered  to  the 
Whig  party  was  well  known.  He  did  not  pro- 
pose to  speak  of  that  gentleman,  for  his  course 
was  too  notorious.  Well,  who  came  next?  Gen- 
eral James  Gordon  Bennett,  of  the  New  York 
Herald,  who  would  make  a  better  soldier  than 
many  we  now  have,  for  he  was  a  man  of  talent, 
and  energy,  and  industry.  He  was  a  man  marked 
by  success  wherever  he  goes.  True,  he  attacked 
Whigs  as  well  as  Democrats,  and  cared  but  little 
for  either,  provided  he  could  make  money  by  his 
paper.  That  he  declared  to  be  his  object.  Well, 
the  next  was  General  DufF  Green,  who,  if  not  ex- 
actly an  Ishmaelite,  with  his  hand  against  every 
man,  appeared  to  have  every  man's  hand  against 
him.  And  who  follows?  A  motley  crew;  not  the 
Whio"  party  proper,  but  those  who  call  themselves 
"  no-party  men"  all  over  the  country.  Yes;  Gen. 
Taylor  was  to  run  as  a  no-party  candidate.  He 
w«s  to  be  supported  by  the  odds  and  ends  of  all 
parties.  He  said  this  without  meaning  to  be  dis- 
respectful. In  this  motley  crew  would  be  seen 
those  disappointed  office-seekers  who  had  failed  to 
be  gratified  by  the  present  Administration.  In  his 
own  State  he  knew  who  would  be  found  marching 
in  the  ranks  of  General  Taylor's  supporters.  He 
alluded  to  the  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
The  Q,uakers  would  be  seen  marching  in  the  pro- 
cession huzzaing  for  a  military  President  of  the 
United  States.  There  would  be,  too,  Daniel  Web- 
ster, Robert  C.  Winthrop,  and  other  distinguish- 
ed men  from  other  sections  of  this  Union;  and,  as 
they  marched  along,  they  would  hear  from  the  front 
"  Hail  Columbia,"  and  from  the  rear  "  Hark  from 
the  tombs."  It  would  be  a  motley  crew — a  strange 
association.  Three  Whig  editors  were  lately  in 
conversation  on  this  subject,  one  of  whom  said  he 
would  not  support  General  Taylor  unless  he  would 
declare  his  sentiments  on  the  great  questions  of  the 
day;  another  would  not  go  for  him  unless  he  would 
declare  himself  to  be  against  the  acquisition  of  ter- 
ritory; but  the  third  avowed  his  readiness  to  go 
for  him  any  how,  and  to  "  go  it  blind."  And  so 
it  was:  two-thirds  would  be  governed  by  principle, 
and  one-third  would  "go  it  blind."  The  editor 
of  the  New  Vork  Trilnine,  a  conscientious  and  able 
leader  of  the  Whig  party,  said  he  would  not  sup- 
port General  Taylor  unless  he  ran  as  a  Whig, 
pledged  to  preside  as  a  Whig,  and  would  agree  to 
carry  out  Whig  principles.  And  so  said  many 
honest  Whigs  all  over  this  Union.  They  remem- 
bered well  an  election  in  which  they  went  "  for  Ty- 
ler therefore,  without  why  or  wherefore."  They 
remembered,  too,  how  bitter  had  been  their  disap- 
pointment, and  that  they  had  sworn  they  never 
again  would  vote  blindly  for  any  man  for  that  high 
ofiice.  They  were  afraid  of  being  again  ''Tyler- 
ized." 

Mr.  H.  then  referred  to  opinions  expressed  on 
this  subject  in  Alabama,  and  the  different  views 
taken  in  the  extreme  sections  of  the  Union  of 
General  Taylor's  soundness  of  opinion  on  the 
question  involved  in  the  Wilmol  provi.so;  each, 
though  (liftering  in  themselves,  satisfied  with  the 
belief  that  General  Taylor  accorded  with  them — 
with  the  fanatical  slavery  man  as  well  as  the  fanat- 
ical abolitionist.  He  also  spoke  of  Whig  conven- 
tions, at  which  it  had  been  resolved  to  run  General 
Taylor,  and  elect  him  if  they  could.  That  was 
all  fair.  But  what  did  General  Taylor  say?  Mr. 
H.  read  an  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  General 
Taylor,  in  which  he  hud  positively  said  that  in  no 
ca.se  would  he  permit  himself  to  be  the  candidate 
of  any  party.  The  Whig  party,  he  understood, 
woidd  liold  a  convention  for  the  nomination  of 
candidates.  It  woidd,  of  cour.se,  be  a  party  con- 
vention. But  General  Taylor  said  he  would  not 
take  the  nomination  of  a  party.  Again,  the  Whigs 
i';iid  they  would  run  no  man  unless  he  would  make 
pledges.  But  General  Taylor  .said  he  would  make 
no  ])icdge8;  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the  bank,  the 
tariff,  and  other  prominent  party  questions,  for  he 
had  never  studied  them.  The  Whig.s,  then,  would 
go  for  no  man  unless  lie  gave  them  pledges;  but 


they  would  go  for  General  Taylor,  who  had  re- 
fused to  give  any  pledge  before  he  was  placed  in 
a  position  from  which  he  could  not  be  removed  in 
less  than  four  years.     Strange  inconsistency! 

He  concluded,  therefore,  that  the  Whig  party 
could  not  sustain  General  Taylor,  unless  they 
abandoned  their  principles,  and  rendered  them- 
selves ridiculous  before  the  whole  Union  and  the 
world,  and  that  General  Taylor  could  not  be  their 
candidate.  Of  General  Taylor  personally  he  would 
not  speak.  That  he  was  honest,  brave,  and  a 
high-minded  man,  and  that  he  had  done  the  coun- 
try great  service  in  this  just  war  in  which  we  are 
engaged,,  he  did  not  doubt.  And  he  respected 
General  Taylor  for  it.  General  Taylor  was  too 
honest  to  stand  before  the  country  in  the  attitude 
in  which  he  would  be  placed  as  the  candidate  of 
the  Whig  party.  He  was  too  good  a  man  for 
that. 

He  knew  not  how  much  time  he  had  left;  and, 
therefore,  he  would  proceed  to  remark,  that  the 
Whigs  knew  that  the  people  of  this  Union  loved 
peace,  and  hence  they  try  to  convict  the  Presi- 
dent of  having  involved  us  in  an  unjust  war;  but, 
like  witnesses  who  have  conspired  to  convict  a  man 
of  murder,  while  they  agree  in  the  crime,  they  dif- 
fer as  to  the  means  by  which  it  was  accomplished. 
Here  some  asserted  that  the  removal  of  our  army 
to  the  Rio  Grande  was  the  cause  of  war;  others 
that  it  was  the  refusal  of  Mexico  to  recognize  our 
minister,  and  allow  him  to  assume  his  functions; 
and  others,  that  it  was  for  the  extension  of  slavery. 
There  were  some  who  took  other  ground  respect- 
ing the  origin  of  the  war;  but  the  great  Whig  party 
agreed  in  this,  that  the  war  was  unnecessarily  and 
unconstitutionally  begun  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States. 

They  had  heard  something  said  on  the  subject 
of  treason.  And  what  was  treason?  The  Consti- 
tution defined  treason  thus: 

"  Treason  against  tlie  United  States  shall  consist  only  in 
levying  war  aL'ainst  them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  enemies, 
giving  them  aid  and  comfort." 

Now,  what  was  "  giving  aid  and  comfort"  to  an 
enemy?  If  they  could  get  at  that,  they  could  know 
what  treason  is,  and  who  was  guilty  of  it.  At  the 
time  of  the  late  war  he  believed  the  crime  of  trea- 
son was  committed.  The  Federal'^arty,  as  was 
said  by  the  National  Intelligencer,  then  acted  as 
traitors  to  the  country.  In  England,  less  criminal 
acts  would  have  subjected  those  who  were  guilty 
of  them  to  the  gibbet;  but  in  this  country  a  man 
could  not  be  convicted  of  treason  for  any  thing  he 
could  say.  The  freedom  of  speech  was  perfect; 
but  the  country  would  decide  whether  a  man  was 
guilty  of  treason.  The  Federal  party  were  doubt- 
less guilty  of  treason,  but  they  were  not  punished 
as  traitoi;s,  except  by  the  scorn  and  contempt  of 
the  people;  and  to  the  people  he  was  willing  to 
leave  any  who  should  now  pursue  an  analogous 
course.  There  was  doubtless  treason  committed 
during  the  late  war,  if  the  traitor  could  have  been 
found  to  be  punished.  He  alluded  to  the  burning 
of  blue-lights  on  the  coast  to  warn  the  enemy  of 
the  movements  of  our  forces.  If  there  were  any 
now  pursuing  a  similar  course,  they  were  guilty 
of  treason.  And  were  there  not  blue-lights  here 
burnirjg?  Could  not  "aid  and  comfort"  be  given 
by  speeches  on  this  floor? 

Mr.  H.  spoke  of  speeches  delivered  here  in  de- 
nunciation fo  the  war  having  been  circulated  in 
Mexico,  and  some  of  the  consequences  arising 
therefrom.  Aid  and  comfort  and  encouragement 
were  given  to  the  Mexicans,  and  those  who  were 
opposed  to  the  subjugation  of  Mexico  were  thus 
contributing  to  that  end.  To  save  the  nationality 
of  Mexico  they  should  agree  at  once  to  send  a 
sufficient  force  to  prosecute  the  war  vigorously. 
They  could  get  a  treaty  of  peace  in  no  other  way. 
They  might  have  made  a  treaty  after  the  battle  of 
Monterey,  with  the  Rio  Grande  as  the  boundary; 
but  every  succeeding  battle  had  increased  the  dif- 
ficulties in  the  way  of  conquering  a  peace.  It  was 
his  opinion  that  we  should  have  had  no  war  if  it 
had  not  been  said  here  that  annexation  would  be 
cause  of  war. 

To  the  people  he  was  willing  to  consign  the 
Federalists  of  the  present  day.  He  had  no  doubt 
f)osterity  would  do  them  ju.stice.  He  would  "  ra- 
ther be  a  dog  and  bay  the  moon"  than  to  belong 
to  such  a  parly.  He  believed  the  judgment  of  the 
present  Whig  party  would  be  that  of  the  Federal- 
ists of  17i)G. 

Mr.  H.  having  concluded — 


Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana,  obtained  the 
floor,  but  yielded  to  a  motion  that  the  committee 
rise;  which  prevailing — 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  JOHNSON ,  of  Tennessee,  gave  notice  that 
on  to-morrow,  or  some  future  day,  he  would  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  increase  the  pension  of 
Henry  Click. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  January  26,  1848. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  New  York,  praying  the  establishment 
of  a  port  of  entry  at  Rouse's  Point;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  HUNTER  presented  a  petition  from  the 
President  of  William  and  Mary  College,  Virginia, 
praying  for  compensation  for  the  use  of,  and  dam- 
age done  to,  the  college  buildings,  by  the  French 
troops,  in  the  revolutionary  war;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FELCH,  the  petition  of  Am- 
brose R.  Davenport  was  ordered  to  be  taken  from 
the  files  of  the  Senate  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  TURNEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents, 
reported  a  bill  further  to  extend  the  patent  of  Jelhro 
Wood;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  T.  expressed  a  hope  that  it  would  be  taken 
up,  and  passed  at  once.  It  had  passed  the  Senate 
last  session,  but  was  lost  in  consequence  of  its  fail- 
ing to  be  reached  in  the  House. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was 
reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ALLEN  wished  to  hear  some  good  reason 
offered  for  the  passage  of  the  bill.  He  should 
move  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  whenever 
the  bill  came  up. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  bill  is  now 
before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  move,  then,  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause. 

Mr.  TURNEY.  I  do  not  know  on  what  ground 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  objects  to  this  bill,  or  for 
what  reason  he  desires  its  rejection.  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  he  may  not  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining  the  grounds  on  which  the  committee 
have  recommended  the  passage  of  this  bill.  The 
inventor  of  this  improvement  in  the  plough  re- 
ceived no  benefit  from  the  patent  during  the  first 
term,  and,  indeed,  exhausted  his  fortune  in  the 
continued  efforts  which  he  was  obliged  to  employ 
in  order  to  obtain  his  rights.  He  is  now  dead, 
having  left  a  family  of  four  daughters,  for  whose 
benefit  an  extension  of  the  patent  for  the  short 
period  of  seven  years,  is  now  proposed  by  the  bill 
before  the  Senate.  I  will  only  add  that  the  bill 
passed  at  the  last  session  of  Congress;  that  it  has 
been  unanimously  reported  by  the  committee;  and 
that  I  am  quite  at  a  loss  to  know  on  what  ground 
objection  is  now  made  to  its  passage. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  This  bill  originates  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  numerous  petitions  and 
memorials  in  regard  to  it  have  been  presented  at 
previous  sessions.  Before  coming  here,  I  happen- 
ed to  be  employed  as  counsel  in  regard  to  this 
patent,  and  still  sustain  to  it  professional  relations. 
When  the  question  was  up  before,  I  declined  voting 
on  it  for  the  reason  now  stated,  and  I  shall  decline 
to  vote  now,  unless  the  Senate  shall  order  other- 
wise. I  have,  therefore,  nothing  to  say  as  to  the 
merits  of  the  case,  and  make  this  statement  in 
order  to  explain  my  silence. 

Mr.  DAYTON.  I  have  only  a  single  remark 
to  make  in  reference  to  this  bill.  I  hesitate  not  to 
say,  that  if  any  of  these  applications  for  extension 
of  patent  rights  deserves  attention,  this  certainly 
does.  It  is  a  meritorious  application.  I  have  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  case,  and  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  asserting,  that  every  rule  by  which  the 
extension  of  patent  rights  has  been  regulated  ap- 
plies to  it. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  I  am  uninformed  of  the  facts 
of  this  case,  except  in  so  far  as  they  have  been 
communicated  by  the  committee  who  have  exam- 
ined the  claim  ot'  the  petitioners,  and  have  unani- 
mously, as  I  understand,  recommended  this  bill. 
A  motion  is  made  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause 
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of  the  bill,  and  I  should  be  very  glad,  if  there  be 
any  reasons  why  we  should  act  in  opposition  to 
the  unanimous  recommendation  of  the  committee, 
that  those  reasons  should  be  stated.  Certainly,  1 
must  conform  my  vote  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  committee,  in  the  absence  of  any  explanation 
leading  me  to  a  different  conclusion. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  It  was  my  duty  .some  years 
since  to  examine  this  case  as  a  member  of  the 
(jommittee  to  whom  it  was  referred.  I  gave  it 
a  good  deal  of  attention,  and.  on  that  occasion 
also,  the  committee  unanimously  recommended  a 
bill  in  favor  of  the  petitioners.  It  has  been  said 
that  this  bill  will  impose  a  tax  on  ploughs;  but  it 
may  be  said  with  equal  force,  that  every  patent 
imposes  a  tax.  The  improvement  in  this  case  has 
been  great,  and  acknowledged.  It  enhances  the 
value  of  the  plough,  and  has  been  of  essential  ser- 
vice to  the  agriculturist.  The  inventor,  as  has 
been  stated,  did  not  derive  any  benefit  from  it,  and 
I  entirely  agree  in  the  propriety  and  justice  of 
making  a  provision  which  will  secure  for  a  short 
time  to  his  descendants  a  share  in  the  benefit  of 
the  improvement. 

Mr,  PHELPS.  I  have  had  the  honor  of  serving 
on  one  or  two  of  the  committees  which  have  had 
this  subject  under  their  consideration,  and  I  recol- 
lect very  well,  that  when  it  first  came  before  the 
committee,  some  objections  were  made  to  the 
recommendation  of  such  a  bill.  But,  as  I  am 
happy  to  find  from  the  remarks  made  by  Senators, 
these  objections  are  no  longer  pressed.  This  is  a 
very  meritorious  case,  and  clearly  comes  within 
the  class  of  applications  which  merit  the  interpo- 
sition of  Congress,  in  the  manner  proposed  by  this 
bill. 

Mr.  NILES.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  whether  this  patent  has 
been  once  renewed? 

Mr.  TURNEY  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  NILES.  I  do  not  know  much  about  this 
case;  but  I  have  generally  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to 
oppose  this  sort  of  legislation,  as  being  a  kind  of 
legislation  unjust  to  the  public,  and  which  is  vir- 
tually in  violation  of  a  fair  contract  made  between 
the  patentee  and  the  community — a  contract,  sir, 
by  which  the  former  ought  to  be  bound,  and  of 
which  the  community,  on  the  other  hand,  should 
have  all  the  benefits  to  which  by  the  laws  they  are 
justly  entitled.  That  contract  secures  to  the  in- 
ventor the  exclusive  use  and  enjoyment,  or  exclu- 
sive benefit  of  his  invention,  for  a  period  of  four- 
teen years  ;  and  if  that  be  not  sufficiently  ample  to 
indemnify  him,  then  there  is  a  defect  in  the  law. 
But  the  law  does  not  stop  there.  It  authorizes  a 
renewal  of  this  exclusive  right  for  another  period 
of  fourteen  years,  or  seven  years,  I  am  not  quite 
certain  which.  I  am  told  that  it  is  for  seven  years, 
making  twenty-one  years  during  which  the  pat- 
entee is  secured  in  the  exclusive  enjoyment  of  the 
benefit  accruing  from  his  invention.  Now,  if  that 
be  not  enough,  the  evil  should  be  remedied,  as  all 
general  evils  should,  by  general  and  not  by  special 
legislation.  At  the  same  time,  I  do  not  say  but 
that  there  may  be  extreme  cases — and  they  must 
be  very  extreme  cases^^which  may  justify  the  set- 
ting aside  of  the  general  law.  Such  an  extreme 
case  must  be  one  in  which,  without  any  fault  on 
the  part  of  the  patentee,  he  has  failed  to  receive  the 
benefit  which  the  law  was  intended  to  secure  to 
him.  In  no  other  case  would  it,  I  think,  be  just 
towards  the  public  to  give  our  assent  to  any  such 
legislation.  Whether  this  is  such  a  case  I  am  not 
prepared  to  say,  as  I  have  not  examined  the  sub- 
ject so  closely  as  to  be  able  to  express  any  opin- 
ion. If  the  committee  are  entirely  satisfied  on  their 
part  that  it  is  one  of  those  cases  which  justify  such 
legislation,  I  might  be  disposed  to  agree  to  their 
recommendation.  That  point  ought  to  be  made 
clear.  Unless  it  be  made  apparent  that  the  law 
has  substantially  failed  to  secure  to  the  patentee 
"the  privileges  which  it  is  designed  to  extend  to 
patentees,  it  is  quite  certain  that  the  bill  ought  not 
to  pass. 

Mr.  TURNEY.  I  think  the  facts  of  this  case 
have  been  fully  made  out,  and  justify  the  commit- 
tee in  their  recommendation;  and  in  this  view  of 
the  subject,  I  am  happy  to  find  myself  sustained 
by  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken.  A  report  in 
favor  of  these  petitioners  has  been  made  at  three 
sessions  of  Congress.  Throughout  the  whole  term 
of  the  patent  and  its  extension,  the  patentee  failed 
to  reap  the  benefits  to  which  he  was  legally  en- 
titled, after  having  exhausted  his  private  fortune 


in  the  work  of  perfecting  his  invention,  and  in  the 
attempt  to  secure  his  rights.  I  am  as  much  op- 
posed to  the  extension  of  patents  generally  as  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut  can  be,  or  any  other  gen- 
tleman on  this  floor;  but  after  a  careful  examina- 
tion of  the  facts  in  this  case,  the  evidence  appears 
to  my  mind  to  be  entirely  conclusive  in  its  charac- 
ter, in  the  establishment,  first,  that  this  invention 
is  one  of  immense  value  to  the  community;  and, 
secondly,  that  the  inventor  received  no  benefit 
from  it;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  the  whole  of  his 
private  fortune  was  exhausted  in  the  effort  to  re- 
lieve himself  from  the  embarrassments  which  re- 
sulted in  the  effort  to  establish  his  right. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  remarked  that 
he  had  assented  to  the  taking  up  of  this  bill  on  re- 
ceiving the  assurance  that  it  would  not  lead  to  dis' 
cussion.  Already  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
morning  hour  had  been  exhausted,  and  he  there- 
fore felt  himself  constrained  to  ask  that  it  be  passed 
over  informally,  if  it  should  not  be  postponed. 

Mr.  NILES  inquired  vvhether  the  bill  made  any 
provision  for  assignees  ? 

Mr.  TURNEY  replied,  that  there  were  no  as- 
signees. The  patentee  had  formed  a  connection 
with  certain  parties  who  refused  to  render  any  ac- 
count whatever  of  the  sales  which  they  had  made, 
and  that  was  one  reason  why  he  had  failed  to  reap 
the  benefit  to  which  he  was  entitled. 

Mr.  STURGEON.  I  would  ask  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  whether  it  is  intended  that  the 
benefit  which  it  is  proposed  to  extend  by  this  bill 
shall  accrue  exclusively  to  the  heirs  of  Jethro 
Wood.'  There  has  been  some  doubt  in  my  mind 
about  this  bill;  and  the  difficulty  has  been  increas- 
ed by  a  fact  which  came  to  my  knowledge  some 
time  since  in  Pittsburg,  in  conversation  with  per- 
9«ns  engaged  in  the  manufoctureof  the  iron  work 
of  these  ploughs.  I  was  informed  by  one  of  these 
persons  that  agents  of  the  patentee  had,  whether 
rightfully  or  wrongfully,  extorted  from  them  .some 
six  or  eight  thousand  dollars  for  the  privilege  of 
casting  the  iron.  Some  of  the  manufacturers  re- 
fused to  comply  with  the  demands  of  these  agents. 
I  am  not  able  to  say  whether  they  were  bona  fide 
agents  of  the  patentee  or  not,  but  I  should  like 
some  explanation  with  regard  tcr  the  subject  be- 
fore I  vote  upon  this  bill.  If  the  benefit  is  to  ac- 
crue exclusively  to  the  heirs  of  Jethro  Wood,  I 
am  disposed  to  acquiesce  in  the  recommendation 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  remarked  that  he  had  op- 
posed the  bill  formerly  reported,  but  had  no  objec- 
tion to  the  present  bill,  inasmuch  as  it  was  not 
liable  to  the  objections  which  he  had  entertained 
against  the  former  one.  He  agreed  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  Connecticut  as  to  the  impolicy  of  renew- 
ing patents;  but,  as  that  gentleman  had  remarked, 
there  were  cases  in  whose  favor  an  exception  might 
properly  be  made.  The  present  he  believed  to  be 
one  of  those  cases. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  wish  to  make  a  few  remarks 
on  this  bill.  There!  is  one  decisive  answer  to  all 
the  arguments  which  I  have  heard  advanced  in  its 
favor;  and  it  is  this:  If,  with  the  law  on  their  side, 
these  people  have  been  unable  to  make  anything 
out  of  this  invention,  how  will  they  be  enabled,  by 
having  the  law  continued  on  their  side,  to  realize 
any  profit  from  it?  We  are  told,  that  although 
for  twenty-one  years  this  patentee  has  been  guard- 
ed by  the  law,  he  has  yet  failed  to  realize  profit 
from  his  invention.  How,  then,  I  would  ask,  do 
you  propose  to  change  this  state  of  things  by  the 
passage  of  this  act?  We  are  told  that  all  the 
wrongs  of  these  meritorious  people  have  been  the 
result  of  the  bad  choice  of  agents;  but  surely  it 
cannot  be  pretended  that  this  is  a  state  of  things 
for  which  a  remedy  can  be  provided  by  law.  If 
we  undertake  to  redress  such  grievances,  I  think 
we  are  likely  to  sit  here  much  longer  than  the 
usual  period  of  the  long  session.  These  are  mis- 
fortunes for  which  acts  of  Congress  can  provide 
no  remedy.  Has  not  that  been  proved  clearly 
enough  in  this  very  case  itself?  Here  we  have 
had  an  act  of  Congress  existing  for  twenty-one 
years,  and  yet  wholly  inadequate  to  prevent  the 
evils  which  have  been,  in  fact,  the  result  of  the  in- 
discretion of  the  persons  themselves. 

But  there  is  another  view  of  the  subject.  The 
Constitution  authorizes  Congress  to  secure  for  a 
limited  term  the  absolute  and  e.xclusive  use  of  cer- 
tain inventions  to  the  inventors.  This  is  all  right. 
But  why  was  not  the  exclusive  right  made  per- 
petual ?     For  the  plain  and  obvious  reason  that  it 


would  be  contrary  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
community  if  an  unlimited  monopoly  were  thus 
given  in  inventions.  There  must  be  a  period  put 
to  the  enjoyment  of  this  exclusive  right.  The 
right  of  every  man  in  the  community  to  copy  an 
idea  which  one  man  conceived  is  suspended.  You 
have  no  right  to  give  a  piece  of  iron  a  given  form 
for  twenty-one  years  because  A  alone  must  give  it 
that  form,  and  you  have  no  right  to  copy  A's  idea 
in  iron.  It  is  a  restraint  upon  the  whole  commu- 
nity, from  which  they  must  be  released  as  soon  as 
may  be  consistent  with  the  rights  of  the  individuals 
who  have  had  the  good  fortune  first  to  conceive  the 
idea.  It  is  the  fate,  sir,  of  inventors  to  die  unre- 
warded by  their  inventions.  It  is  the  fate,  in  every 
age,  of  the  genius  which  bestirs  itself  in  the  inves- 
tigation of  these  secret  principles  of  nature  or  of 
art,  to  die  unrequited.  Acts  of  Congress  cannot 
change  it.  We  may  not  impose  a  penalty  upon 
the  country  in  order  to  effect  a  change  in  this  ap- 
parently unavoidable  destiny  of  inventors.  This 
bill  proposes  nothing  more  nor  less  than  to  impose 
a  tax  upon  every  plough  made  under  this  patent 
in  the  United  States.  This  is  the  amount  of  it. 
And,  sir,  we  are  asked  to  impose  this  tax  of  fifty 
cents  upon  each  of  these  ploughs  by  the  very  same 
arguments  by  which  we  are  informed  that  all  these 
fifty  cents  hitherto  imposed  have  been  snatched  from 
the  rightful  owner  by  dishonest  agents.  We  are 
asked  to  tax  the  users  of  these  ploughs,  not  for  the 
benefit  of  the  inventor,  because  we  are  told  that 
the  law  has  hitherto  failed  to  secure  to  him  the 
proceeds  of  his  invention,  but  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  for  twenty-one  years  have  been  com- 
mitting these  frauds  upon  the  inventor.  I  do  not, 
then,  see  any  just  ground  on  which  we  can  pro- 
ceed to  impose  this  tax  upon  the  farming  interests 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  TURNEY.  I  can  assure  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  that  there  is  no  ground  for  his  appre- 
hension, that  the  benefit  of  this  bill  will  not  accrue 
to  the  heirs  of  the  inventor.  The  rights  of  the  pat- 
entee have  been  established  by  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  the  extension  of  the  patent 
right  for  the  short  period  proposed  by  the  bill  will 
be  of  more  value  than  it  was  during  the  whole  of 
the  two  terms  which  it  has  existed.  I  rnay  take 
this  opportunity  of  remarking,  that  our  patent 
laws  seem  to  require  some  revision,  in  order  more 
effectually  to  secure  the  benefits  of  their  inventions 
to  inventors.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  is  not 
strictly  correct  in  designating  this  as  a  tax  on 
ploughs.  Every  purchaser  will  have  his  choice, 
and  if  the  ploughs  made  under  this  patent  are  en- 
hanced in  value  in  consequence  of  the  improve- 
ment, it  is,  I  think,  reasonable  that  the  inventor 
should  have  the  benefit  of  it. 

Mr.  DAYTON  remarked,  that  this  was  rather 
a  small  matter  on  which  to  originate  a  debate. 
The  subject  had  been  examined  by  three  commit- 
tees, differently  constituted,  and  all  had  reported 
unanimously  in  favor  of  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
petitioners. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  to 
strike  out  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  Mr. 
ALLEN,  were  ordered,  and  taken,  with  the  fol- 
lowing result : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Bagby,  Bald- 
win, Benton,  Breese,  Bright,  Cass,  Douglas,  Downs,  Felch, 
Hannegiin,  Niles,  Spruance,  and  Sturgeon — 16. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atherton,  Badger,  Bell,  Berrien,  Butler, 
Calhoun,  Cameron,  Clarke,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Mississippi, 
Dayton,  Dix,  Foote,  Greene,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana, Mangum,  Mason,  Miller,  Moor,  Pearce,  Phelps,  Rusk, 
Turney,  Underwood,  and  Westcott— 28. 

So  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause 
of  the  bill  was  lost. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  then  offered  the  following 
amendment:  Strike  out  the  words  "  exclusive  of 
all  assignees  and  licenses." 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  briefly  opposed  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  remarked,  that  he  had  offered 
the  amendment  in  order  to  protect  the  rights  of 
assignees,  and  was  proceeding  to  explain  more 
fully  the  objects  of  the  amendment,  when 

Mr.  ALLEN  suggested,  that  as  the  time  had 
arrived  for  taking  up  the  special  order,  and  as  the 
discussion,  now  involving  a  legal  point,  was  likely 
to  be  protracted,  the  bill  should  be  passed  over  in- 
formally. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  over  intormally. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for 
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.issuing  of  patents  in  a  certain  class  of  cases,  an'd 
for  other  purposes,  with  amendments. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  tiie  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, re])ortetl,  willi  an  amendment,  a  bill  to 
nmenj  the  act  entitled  "An  act  extending  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  district  courts  to  certain  cases 
upon  the  lakes  and  navigable  waters  connecting 
the  same,"  approved  February  2G,  1845. 

Mr.  BENTON  gave  notice  that  he  should,  to- 
morrow, ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  the 
si.xty-first  and  ninety-fifth  rules  ot'  the  articles  of 
war,  relative  to  the  practice  in  courts-martial. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PHELPS, 

Resohcd,  Tliatlhe  Joint  Coiiiiiiitt'^c  on  Printing  be  directed 
to  inquire  into  tin;  causes  whicli  liave  proventcd  tlie  printing 
ol"  the  annual  report  of  the  Sncrelary  ot"  the  Treasury,  with, 
the  annexed  tal)lc's,  and  why  the  same  liave  not  been  fur- 
nished to  the  ineinhers  of  the  Senate. 

THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  military 
force. 

Mr.  DIX  said  :  Mr.  President,  it  was  my  wish 
to  address  the  Senate  on  the  resolutions  ofl'ered  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoun,] 
and  not  on  this  bill.  1  should  have  preferred  to  do 
eo,  because  I  am  always  unwilling  to  delay  action 
on  any  measure  relating  to  the  war,  and  because 
the  resolutions  alford  a  wider  field  for  inquiry  and 
discussion.  But  as  the  debate  has  become  general, 
and  extended  to  almost  every  topic  that  can  well 
be  introduced  luidcr  either,  the  force  of  the  consid- 
erations by  which  I  have  been  influenced,  has  be- 
come so  weakened,  that  I  have  not  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  defer  longer  what  1  wish  to  say. 

Two  leading  questions  divide  and  agitate  the 
public  mind  in  respect  to  the  future  conduct  of  the 
war  with  Mexico.  The  first  of  these  questions  is, 
Shall  we  withdraw  our  forces  from  the  Mexican 
territory,  and  leave  the  subject  of  iiideinnity  for 
injuries  and  the  adjustment  of  a  boundary  be- 
tween the  two  Republics  to  future  negotiation,  re- 
lying on  a  magnanimous  course  of  conduct  on  our 
pai  t  to  produce  a  corresponding  feeling  on  the  part 
of  Mexico.'  Tl)ere  are  other  propositions,  subor- 
dinate to  this,  which  may  be  considered  as  parts 
of  the  same  general  scheme  of  policy,  such  as  that  j 
of  withdrawing  from  the  Mexican  capital  and  tlie  , 
interior  districts,  and  assuming  an  exteriorline  of  j 
occupation.  I  shallapply  to  all  these  propositions 
the  same  arguments;  and  if  I  were  to  undertake  to 
distinguish  between  them,  I  am  not  sure  that  I 
should  make  any  difference  in  the  force  of  the  ap- 
plication. For  whether  we  withdraw  from  Mex- 
ico altogether,  or  take  a  delensive  line  which  shall  j 
include  all  the  territory  we  intend  to  hold  perma- 
nently as  indemnity,  the  consequences  to  result 
from  It,  so  far  as  they  affect  the  question  of  peace, 
would,  it  appears  to  nic,  be  the  same.  ! 

The    second   question    is,   Shall  we   retain   the  | 
possession  of  the  territory  we  have  acquired  until  ; 
Mexico  shall  consent  to  make  a  treaty  of  peace 
which   shall   provide  ample  compensation  for  the 
wrongs  of  which  we  complain,  and   .settle  to  our 
satisfaction  the  boundary  in  dispute?  j 

Regarding  these  questions  as  involving  the  per- 
manent welfare  of  the  country,  I  have  considered  ] 
them    with    the   greatest   solicitude;   and    though  | 
never  more  prof(jundly  impressed  with  a  sense  of  j 
the  responsibility  which   belongs   to  the  solution  I 
of  problems  of  such  magnitude  and  difliculty,  my  i 
reflections  have,   nevertheless,  led   me  to  a  clear 
and  settled  conviction  as  to  the  course  which  just-  i 
ice  and  policy  seem  to  indicate  and  demand.    The  I 
first  question,  in  Jtself  of  the  highest  importance,  I 
lias  been  answered  aifirmatively  on  this  floor;  and  | 
it  derives  additional   interest  from  the  fact,  that  it  ' 
lias  also  been   answered   in   the  a/lirmative  by  a  ; 
filatesman,  now   retired  from    the   busy  scenes  of  i 
political   life,  who,  from   Win  talents,  experience,  j 
and   public  services,  justly  commands  the  respect  1 
of  hi.s  countrymen,  and    whose  opinions  on   any  \ 
subject  ore  entitled  to  be  weighed  with  candor  and 
deliberation.     I   have  endeavored   to   attribule  to 
hi«  opinions,  antl  to  those  of  others  who  coincide 
with  liiin  wiiolly   or  in   part,  all  the  importance 
which  belongs  to  them,  and  to  consider  them  with 
the  deference   due    to    the   (listinguisli(wl    sources 
from  which  they  emanat<;.     I   believe  1  have  done 
so;  and  yet  I    liuve,   after  the  fullest    reflection, 
come  to  conchisions   totally  different  from  theirs. 
1  believe  it  would  Im)  in  ilio  liighest  dei^ree  unjust 
to  ourselves*,  possessing,  ns  we  do,  well-founded 
claima  on  Mexico,  to  withdraw  ,our  forces  from 


her  territory  altogether,  and  exceedingly  unwise, 
as  a  matter  of  policy,  looking  to  the  future  politi- 
cal relations  of  the  two  countries,  to  withdraw 
from  it  partially,  and  assume  a  line  of  defence, 
without  a  treaty  of  peace.  On  the  contrary,  I  am 
in  favor  of  retaining  possession,  for  the  present, 
of  all  we  have  acquired,  not  as  a  permanent  con- 
quest, but  as  the  most  effective  means  of  bringing 
about,  what  all  most  earnestly  desire,  a  restora- 
tion of  peace;  and  I  will,  with  the  indulgence  of 
the  Senate,  proceed  to  stale,  with  as  much  brevity 
as  the  magnitude  of  the  subject  admits,  my  objec- 
tions to  the  course  suggested  by  the  first  question, 
and  my  reasons  in  favor  of  the  course  suggested 
by  the  other. 

I  desire,  at  the  outset,  to  state  this  proposition, 
to  the  truth  of  which,  I  think,  all  will  yield  their 
assent:  that  no  policy  which  does  not  carry  with 
it  a  reasonable  assurance  of  healing  the  dissensions 
dividing  the  two  countries,  and  of  restoring,  per- 
manently, amicable  relations  between  them,  ought 
to  receive  our  support.  We  may  differ  in  opinion, 
and,  perhaps,  hopelessly,  as  to  the  measures  best 
calculated  to  produce  this  result;  but  if  it  were  pos- 
sible for  us  to  come  to  an  agreement  in  respect 
to  them,  the  propriety  of  their  adoption  could 
scarcely  admit  of  controversy.  This  proposition 
being  conceded,  as  I  think  it  will  be,  it  follows,  that 
if  the  measure  proposed — to  withdraw  our  forces 
from  Mexico — be  not  calculated  to  bring  about  a 
speedy  and  permanent  peace;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
if  it  be  rather  calculated  to  open  a  field  of  domestic 
dissension,  and  possibly  of  external  interference, 
in  that  distracted  country,  to  be  followed,  in  all 
probability,  by  a  renewal  of  active  hostilities  with 
us,  and  under  circumstances  to  make  us  feel  se- 
verely the  loss  of  the  advantage  which  we  have 
gained,  and  which  it  is  proposed  voluntarily  to 
surrender, — then,  it  appears  to  me,  it  can  present 
no  claim  to  our  favorable  consideration.  I  shall 
endeavor  to  show,  before  I  sit  down,  that  the  pol- 
icy referred  to  is  exposedKto  all  these  dangers  and 
evils. 

I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  an  e.xamination 
of  the  origin  of  the  war.  From  the  moment  the 
collision  took  place  between  our  forces  and  those 
of  Mexico  on  the  Rio  Grande,  I  considered  all  hope 
of  an  acc.onimodalinn,  without  a  full  trial  of  strength 
in  the  field,  to  be  out  of  the  question.  1  believed 
the  peculiar  character  of  the  Mexicans  would  ren- 
der any  such  hope  illusive.  Whether  that  colli- 
sion was  produced  in  any  degree  by  our  own  mis- 
takes, or  whether  the  war  itself  was  brought  about 
by  the  manner  in  which  Texas  was  annexed  to 
the  Union,  are  questions  I  do  not  propose  to  dis- 
cuss now;  and  if  it  were  not  too  late,  I  would  sub- 
mit whether  the  discussion  could  serve  any  other 
purpose  but  to  exhibit  divided  councils  to  our  ad- 
versary, and  to  inspire  him  with  the  hope  of  ob- 
taining more  favorable  terms  of  peace  by  protracting 
his  resistance.  No  one  can  be  less  disposed  than 
myself  to  abridge,  in  any  degree,  the  legitimate 
boundaries  of  discussion.  But  I  am  not  disposed 
to  enter  into  sucli  an  investigation  now.  The 
urgent  concern  is  to  know,  not  how  the  war  origi- 
nated, not  who  is  responsible  for  it,  but  in  what 
manner  it  can  be  brought  to  a  speedy  and  honor- 
able termination;  whether,  as  some  suppose,  we 
ought  to  retire  from  the  field,  or  whether,  as  ap- 
pears to  me,  the  only  hope  of  an  accommodation 
lies  in  a  firm  and  determined  maintenance  of  our 
position. 

The  probable  consequences  of  an  abandonment 
of  the  advantages  we  have  gained  may  be  better  un- 
derstood by  seeing  what  those  advantages  are.  I 
speak  in  a  military  point  of  view.  While  address- 
ing the  Senate  in  February  last  on  an  army  bill 
then  under  consideration,  I  had  occasion  to  slate, 
that  the  whole  of  noithern  Mexico  as  far  south  as 
the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  26th  parallel 
of  latitude  was  virtually  in  our  possession,  com- 
prehending about  two-thirds  of  the  territory  of  that 
republic,  and  about  one-tenth  of  its  inhabitants. 
Our  acquisitions  have  since  been  augmented  by  the 
reduction  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  Castle  of  San  Juan 
de  Ulua,  the  capture  of  Jalapa,  Perote,  and  Puebia, 
the  surrender  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  the  occu- 
paii(Hi  of  the  three  States  of  Vera  Cruz,  Puebia, 
atul  Mexico,  with  nearly  two  millions  and  a  half  of 
souls.  It  is  true,  our  forces  have  not  overrun  every 
portion  of  the  territory  of  those  States;  but  their 
chief  towns  have  been  reduced,  the  military  forces 
which  (lefcnded  ihcm  caf)tured  or  dispersed,  their 
civil  authorities  superseded,  their  capital  occupied, 


and  the  whole  machinery  of  government  within  the 
conquered  States  virtually  transferred  to  our  hands. 
All  this  has  been  achieved  with  an  army  at  no  one 
period  exceeding  fifteen  thousand  men,  and  against 
forces  from  three  to  five  times  more  numerous  than 
those  actually  engaged  on  our  side,  in  every  conflict 
since  the  fall  of  Vera  Cruz. 

I  had  occasion,  on  presenting  some  army  peti- 
tions a  few  weeks  ago,  to  refer  to  the  brilliant  suc- 
cesses by  which  these  acquisitions  were  made;  and 
I  will  not  tresjmss  on  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
by  repeating  what  I  said  at  that  time.*  But  I  can- 
not forbear  to  say,  that  there  is  a  moral  in  the  con- 
test, the  effect  of  which  is  not  likely  to  be  lost  on 
ourselves  or  others.  At  tile  call  of  their  country 
our  people  have  literally  rushed  to  arms.  The 
emulation  has  been  to  be  received  into  the  service, 
not  to  be  excused  from  it.  Individuals  from  the 
plough,  the  counting-house,  the  law-office,  and  the 
workshop,  have  taken  the  field,  braving  inclement 
seasons  and  inhospitable  climates  without  a  mur- 
mur; and,  though  wholly  unused  to  arms,  with- 
standing the  most  destructi^-e  fire,  and  storming 
batteries  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  with  the  cool- 
ness, intrepidity,  and  spirit  of  veterans.  I  believe 
I  may  safely  say,  there  has  been  no  parallel  to 
these  achievements  by  undisciplined  forces  since 
the  French  revolution.  T  am  not  sure  that  his- 
tory can  furnish  a  parallel.  As  to  the  regular 
army,  we  always  expect  it  to  be  gallant  and  heroic, 
and  we  are  never  disappointed.  The  whole  con- 
duct of  the  war  in  the  field  has  exhibited  the 
highest  evidence  of  our  military  capacity.  It  con- 
firms an  opinion  I  have  always  held — that  a  soldier 
is  formidable  in  ratio  of  the  importance  he  pos- 
sesses in  the  order  of  the  political  system  of  which 
he  is  a  part.  It  establishes  another  position  of 
vital  importance  to  us:  that,  under  the  protection 
of  our  militia  system,  the  country  may,  at  the 
termination  of  every  contest,  lay  aside  the  more 
rrjassive  and  burdensome  parts  of  its  armor,  and 
become  prepared,  with  energies  renewed  by  that 
very  capacity,  for  succeeding  scenes  of  danger. 

Mr.  President,  the  political  condition  of  Mexico 
has  been  gradually  approaching  a  dissolution  of 
all  responsible  government,  and  of  the  civil  order, 
which  constitutes  her  an  independent  state.  This 
lamentable  situation  is  not  the  fruit  alone  of  our 
military  successes.  The  factions,  by  which  that 
country  has  been  distracted,  each  in  turn  gaining 
and  maintaining  a  temporary  ascendency,  and 
often  by  brute  force,  lie  at  the  foundation  of  the 
social   and  political    disorder  which  has   reigned 

*The  reference  alluded  to  is  contained  in  the  following 
extract: 

"  I  will  not  detain  the  Senate  by  cnlering  into  any  detailed 
review  of  these  events  with  a  view  to  tnl'oice  the  appeal 
contained  in  tho  petition  on  the  attention.  I  hope,  however, 
I  may  b;!  indulged  in  saying,  in  justice  to  those  who  bore  a 
part  in  thctn,  tliat  the  first  conquest  of  Mexico  cannot,  as  it 
appears  to  nie,  be  compared  with  the  second, eitlieras  to  tha 
obstacles  overcome,  or  as  to  the  relative  strength  of  the  in- 
vaders. The  triumphs  of  Cortez  were  achieved  by  policy 
and  by  superiority  in  discipline  and  in  the  implements  of 
warlUie.  The  use  of  tire-arms,  until  then  unknown  to  the 
irdiabitants  of  Mexico,  was  snificient  in  itself  to  make  his 
force,  small  as  it  was,  irresistible.  In  the  eyes  of  that  sim- 
ple and  superstitious  people  he  seemed  armed  with  super- 
human power.  Other  circumstances  combined  to  ftieilitate 
his  success.  The  native  tribes,  by  whom  the  country  wag 
possessed,  were  distinct  communities,  not  always  acknowl- 
edging the  same  head,  and  often  divided  among  themselves 
by  implacable  hostility  and  resentmiMUs.  Cortez,  by  his 
consnmin:ite  prudence  and  art,  turned  these  dissensions  to 
his  own  account ;  he  lured  the  parties  to  them  into  his  own 
service,  and  when  he  i)resented  himself  at  the  gates  of  the 
city  of  Mexico,  he  was  at  the  head  of  four  thousand  of  the 
most  warlike  of  tlie  natives,  as  auxiliaries  to  the  band  of 
(Spaniards,  with  which  he  comim'need  his  march  from  Vera 
Cruz.  Thus  his  early  successes  were  as  nuicli  the  triumpli 
of  policy  as  of  arms.  Gineral  Scott,  and  the  gallant  band 
\w  led,  had  no  such  advantages.  The  whole  population  of 
tile  country,  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Mexico,  was  united  as  ono 
man  a;.Minsi  him,  and  animated  by  tin;  fiercest  animosity. 
Ife  wa.5  opposed  by  military  forces  armftd  like  his  own, 
often  better  di.scipHned,  occupying  positions  chosen  by  them- 
•sclves,  strong  by  nature,  and  tortified  according  to  the 
strictest  rules  of  art.  These  obstacles  were  overcome  by 
his  skill  a<  a  tactician,  aided  by  a  corps  of  oflrcers  unsur- 
passed for  lluMr  knowledge  of  the  art  of  attack  and  defence, 
and  bv  iln;  indomitable  counige  of  their  fcdiowers.  With 
half  liis  force  left  on  llie  battle  field  or  in  the  ^l>spita^,  and 
with  less  than  six  thousand  men,  after  a  scries  of  desperate 
contests,  he  took  possession  of  the  city  of  Mc.vico,  c(mlain- 
ing  nearly  two  hundred  thousand  iid):ibilants,  and  delendert 
by  the  remnant  of  an  army  <il  more  than  Ihirly  thousand 
soldiers.  I  confess  I  know  liothing  in  mudirn  warfare  vvhicli 
exceeds  in  brilliancy  the  movements  of  the  American  army 
from  the  Gulf  to  the  city  of  Mexico.  I  shall  not  attempt  to 
speak  of  them  in  the  lun|e;ange  of  eulogium.  'I'hey  arc;  not  a 
lit  theme  for  such  connnent.  I.ike  tho  achievejnenls  of 
(ieneral  Taylor  and  his  brave  men  on  the  l!io  (Jrande,  at 
Monterey  and  Uuena  Vista,  Uie  highest  and  most  appropriate 
praise  is  cotttiiine<l  ia  tliu  simplest  staluiiient  of  facts." 
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there  for  the  last  twenty  years.  To  most  of  the 
abuses  of  the  old  colonial  system  of  Spain,  she  has 
superadded  the  evils  of  an  unstable  and  irrespons- 
ible government.  The  military  bodies,  which 
have  been  the  instruments  of  those  who  have  thus 
in  succession  gained  a  brief  and  precarious  control 
over  her  affairs,  though  dispersed,  still  exist,  ready 
to  be  re-united  and  to  renew  the  anarchy  which 
we  have  superseded,  for  the  time  being,  by  a  mili- 
tary government :  and  this  brings  me  lo  the  first 
great  objection  to  the  proposition  of  withdrawing 
our  armies  from  the  field. 

I  have  already  said  that  no  policy  can  deserve 
our  support  which  does  not  hold  out  the  promise 
of  a  durable  peace.  Nothing  seems  to  me  more 
unlikely  to  secure  so  desirable  a  result,  than  an 
abandonment  of  Mexico  by  us  at  the  present  mo- 
ment without  a  treaty,  leaving  behind  a  strong 
feeling  of  animosity  towards  us,  with  party  divis- 
ions as  strongly  marked,  and  political  animosities 
as  rancorous,  perhaps,  as  they  have  been  at  any 
former  period.  Even  when  her  capital  had  fallen, 
humbled  and  powerless  as  she  was,  party  leaders, 
instead  of  consulting  for  the  common  good,  were 
seen  struggling  with  each  other  for  the  barren 
sceptre  of  her  authority.  Our  retirement  as  en- 
emies would,  in  all  probability,  be  the  signal  for 
intestine  conflicts  as  desperate  and  sanguinary  as 
those  in  which  they  have  been  engaged  with  us — 
conflicts  always  the  most  disastrous  for  the  great 
body  of  the  Mexican  people,  for,  on  what  side 
soever  fortune  turns,  they  are  certain  to  be  the 
victims.  You  know,  sir,  theve  are  two  great  par- 
ties in  Mexico,  (I  pass  by  the  minor  divisions) — 
the  "  Federalistas"  and  "  Centralistas."  The 
former,  as  their  name  imports,  are  in  favor  of  the 
federative  system ;  they  are  the  true  republican 
party.  With  us,  in  former  times,  the  terms  "  Fed- 
eral" and  "  Republican"  designated  difl^erent  par- 
ties; in  Mexico,  they  are  both  employed  to  desig- 
nate the  friends  of  the  federative  system.  The 
Centralists  are  in  favor  of  a  consolidated  Govern- 
ment, republican  or  monarchical  in  form,  and  are 
composed  of  the  army,  the  clergy,  and  I  suppose 
a  small  portion  of  the  population.  I  believe  our 
only  liope  of  obtaining  a  durable  peace  lies  in  the 
firm  establishment  of  the  Federal  party  in  power — 
the  party  represented  by  Herrera,  Anaya,  Peiia  y 
Peiia,  Cumplido,  and  others.  I  understand  Her- 
rera has  been  elected  President  of  the  Republic; 
and  this  is  certainly  a  favorable  indication.  But, 
unfortunately,  I  fear  this  party  would  not  succeed 
in  maintaining  itself,  if  Mexico  were  left  to  her- 
self at  the  present  moment  with  an  imbittered 
feeling  of  hostility  towards  us.  The  military 
chiefs,  who  controlled  the  army,  and  who  might 
rally  it  again,  for  political  uses,  if  we  were  to  retire 
without  a  treaty,  are  for  the  most  part  enemies  of 
the  federative  system,  and  conservators  of  the 
popular  abuses,  to  which  they  owe  their  wealth 
and  importance.  Nothing  could  be  more  unfortu- 
nate for  Mexico  than  the  reestablishment  of  these 
men  in  power.  It  would  bring  with  it  a  hopeless 
perpetuation  of  the  anarchy  and  oppression  which 
have  given  a  character  to  their  supremacy  in  past 
years — a  supremacy  without  a  prospect  of  ame- 
lioration in  the  condition  of  the  Mexican  people — 
a  supremacy  of  which  the  chief  variation  has  been 
an  exchange  of  one  military  despot  for  another. 

Calamitous  as  the  restoration  of  this  party  to 
their  former  ascendency  would  be  for  Mexico,  it 
would  hardly  be  less  so  for  us.  Relying  on  mili- 
tary force  for  their  support,  their  policy  would  be 
to  continue  the  war  as  a  pretext  for  maintaining 
the  army  in  full  strength,  or,  at  least,  not  to  termi- 
nate it  till  peace  would  ensure  their  own  suprema- 
cy. It  is  believed  that  these  considerations  have 
been  leading  motives  in  the  resistance  they  have 
opposed  to  us.  It  is  true,  the  r(?publican  party  has 
been  equally  hostile,  so  far  as  external  indications 
show;  but  the  fact  is  accounted  for  by  their  desire 
to  see  the  war  continued  until  the  aiTny  and  its 
leaders,  the  great  enemies  of  the  federative  system, 
are  overthrown.  Undoubtedly  the  obstinate  re- 
fusal of  Mexico  to  make  peace  may  be  very  prop- 
erly referred  to  the  natural  exasperation  of  every 
people  whose  soil  is  invaded ;  but  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  it  has  been  influenced,  in  no  inconsider- 
able degree,  by  consideration.sgrowingout  of  party 
divisions,  and  the  jealousy  and  animosities  to  which 
those  divisions  have  given  rise.  My  confidence  in 
our  ability  to  make  an  amicable  arrangement  with 
the  federal  party,  if  it  were  in  undisputed  posses- 
sion of  the  Government,  arises  from  the  belief  that 


their  motives  are  honest,  that  they  have  at  heart 
the  public  welfare,  and  that  they  must  see  there  is 
no  hope  for  Mexico  but  in  a,  solid  peace  with  us. 
My  utter  distrust  of  the  Centralists  arises  from  the 
belief  that  their  objects  are  selfish,  and  that,  to  ac- 
complish them,  they  would  not  hesitate  to  sacrifice 
the  liberties  of  the  people  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
country.  But  whether  I  err  in  these  view.sor  not, 
I  feel  quite  confident  I  do  not  err  in  believing  that 
if  our  armies  were  to  be  withdrawn  from  Mexico, 
without  a  peace,  the  flames  of  civil  discord  would 
be  rekindled  in  that  unhappy  country,  and  burn 
with  redoubled  violence.  1  should  greatly  fear 
that  the  military  chiefs  would  succeed  in  reestab- 
lishing their  ascendency,  and  that  no  probable 
limit  could  be  assigned  to  the  duration  of  the  war. 
If  I  am  right,  our  true  policy  is  to  stand  firm,  and, 
if  possible,  united,  until  wiser  counsels  shall  pre- 
vail in  Mexico,  and  a  disposition  sliall  be  shown 
to  come  to  an  amicable  arrangement  with  us  on 
reasonable  terms. 

The  objection  I  have  stated  to  the  proposition  of 
withdrawing  our  forces  from  Mexico,  concerns 
only  the  relations  which  now  exist,  or  may  exist 
hereafter,  between  the  two  countries.  If  there 
were  no  other  objection,  the  question  might  be 
decided  upon  considerations  touching  only  their 
domestic  interests  and  their  mutual  rights. 

But  I  come  to  the  second  objection — one  perhaps 
of  graver  import  than  the  first,  because  it  sup- 
poses the  possibility,  if  not  the  probability,  of  an 
interference  in  her  affairs  by  other  countries,  if 
we  were  to  retire  without  a  treaty  and  without 
commercial  arrangements,  which  it  would  be  in 
our  power  to  enforce.  The  President  alluded  to 
the  subject  in  his  annual  message  at  the  opening  of 
Congress,  and  expressed  an  apprehension  of  danger 
from  that  source.  I  participate  in  it.  I  shall  as- 
sign the  grounds  on  whieli  it  rests;  and  I  only 
regret  that,  in  stating  them  with  the  minuteness 
necessary  to  make  them  fully  understood,  I  shall 
be  compelled  to  draw  much  more  largely  tlian  I 
desire  on  the  patience  of  the  Senate. 

Senators  are  doubtless  aware  that  the  right  of 
intervention  in  the  affairs  of  this  continent  was 
formally  asserted  in  the  French  Chamber  of  Depu- 
ties, in  the  year  1845,  by  M.  Guizot,  Minister  of 
Foreign  Affairs,  as  the  organ  of  the  Government 
of  France.  He  regarded  the  great  powers  on  this 
continent  as  divided  into  three  groups,  namely: 
Great  Britain,  the  United  States,  and  the  States  of 
Spanish  origin;  and  he  declared  that  it  belonged 
to  France  "  to  protect,  by  the  authority  of  her 
name,  the  independence  of  States,  and  the  equilib- 
rium of  the  great  political  forces  in  America."  To 
this  declaration,  1  have  thought  it  not  out  of  place, 
in  connection  with  the  subject  under  discussion,  to 
caf\  the  attention  of  the  Senate;  not  for  the  pur- 
p/5se  of  undertaking  the  formal  refutation,  of 
\<.'hich  I  think  the  whole  doctrine  of  intervention, 
as  it  has  been  practically  enforced  in  Europe,  is 
clearly  susceptible,  but  for  the  purpose  of  deny- 
ing it  a.s  founded  upon  any  well  established  prin- 
ciples of  international  law,  and,  if  it  had  such  a 
foundation,  of  denying  its  applicability  to  the  po- 
litical condition  of  this  continent.  To  enter  fully 
into  the  examination  of  this  important  subject, 
would  require  more  time  than  it  would  be  proper 
for  me  to  devote  to  it.  I  propose  only  to  pass 
rapidly  over  a  few  of  the  principal  considerations 
it  suggests. 

The  declaration  of  M.  Guizot  was  the  first  pub- 
lic and  oflicial  intimation,  by  a  European  govern- 
ment, of  an  intention  to  interfere  with  the  political 
condition  of  the  independent  communities  on  the 
continent  of  America,  and  to  influence  by  moral, 
if  not  by  physical  agencies,  their  relations  to  each 
other.  And  if  it  had  been  presented  in  any  other 
form  than  that  of  an  abstract  declaration,  not  ne- 
cessarily to  be  followed  by  any  overt  act,  it  would 
have  behooved  us  to  inquire,  in  the  most  formal 
manner,  whether  this  asserted  right  of  interposi- 
tion deiived  any  justification  from  the  usages  of 
nations,  or  from  the  recognized  principles  of  inter- 
national law;  or  whether  it  was  not  an  assump- 
tion wholly  unsupported  by  authority,  and  an  en- 
croachment on  the  independence  of  sovereign 
States,  which  it  would  have  been  their  duty  to 
themselves  and  the  civilized  world  to  resent  as  an 
injury  a  wrong. 

Am  I  in  error  in  supposing  this  subject  derives 
new  importance  from  our  existing  relations  with 
Mexico,  one  of  the  states  of  Spanish  origin,  which 
M.  Guizot  grouped  together  us  constituting  one  of 


the  great  political  forces  of  this  continent,  among 
which  the  "  equilibrium"  was  to  be  maintained.' 
Sir,  more  than  once,  in  tlie  progress  of  the  war, 
the  governments  of  Europe  have  been  invoked,  by 
leading  organs  of  public  opinion  abroad,  to  inter- 
pose between  us  arid  Mexico.  Is  it  not,  then,  ap- 
propriate briefly  to  state  what  this  right  of  inter- 
vention is,  as  it  has  been  asserted  in  Europe,  what 
it  has  been  in  practice,  and  what  it  would  be  likely 
to  become,  if  applied  to  the  States  of  this  conti- 
nent?    I  trust  it  will  be  so  considered. 

The  doctrine  of  intervention  to  maintain  the  bal-. 
ance  of  power  is  essentially  of  modern  origin. 
From  the  earliest  ages,  it  is  true,  occasional  com- 
binations have  been  formed  by  particular  States  for 
mutual  protection  against  the  aggressions  of  a  pow- 
erful neighbor.  History  is  full  of  these  examples. 
Such  a  cooperation  is  dictated  by  the  plainest 
principles  of  self-preservation,  for  the  purpose  of 
guarding  against  the  danger  of  being  destroyed  in 
detail;  and  it  is  founded  upon  such  obvious  max- 
ims of  common  sense,  that  it  would  have  been  re- 
markable if  it  had  not  been  resorted  to  from  the 
moment  human  society  assumed  a  regular  form  of 
organization.  These  defensive  alliances  were  de- 
ficient in  the  permanence  and  methodical  arrange- 
ments which  distinguish  the  modern  system  of 
intervention.  Hume  saw,  or  fancied  he  saw,  in 
them  the  principle  of  the  right  of  intervention  to 
preserve  the  balance  of  power  which  is  asserted  at 
the  present  day.  But  it  could  only  have  been  the 
principle  which  was  developed  ;  they  certainly 
never  attained  the  maturity  or  the  efllcient  force  of 
a  regular  system. 

The  modern  doctrine  of  intervention  in  the  af- 
fairs of  other  States,  which  has  sprung  up  within 
the  last  two  centuries,  is  far  more  comprehensive 
in  its  scope.  It  has  grown  into  a  practical  system 
of  supervision  on  the  part  of  the  principal  Euro- 
pean powers  over  their  own  relative  forces  and 
those  of  the  other  States  of  Europe;  and  though 
it  may,  in  some  instances,  have  been  productive  of 
beneficial  effects  in  maintaining  the  public  tran- 
quillity, it  has  as  frequently  been  an  instrument  of 
the  grossest  injustice  and  tyranny.  From  the  first 
extensive  coalition  of  tliis  nature,  which  was 
formed  during  the  long  series  of  wars  terminated 
by  the  peace  of  Westphalia,  in  1648,  down  to  the 
interference  of  Great  Britain,  Prussia,  Austria,  and 
France,  in  the  contest  between  the  Sultan  and  Me- 
hemet  Ali,  in  1840,  a  period  of  nearly  two  centu- 
ries— an  interference  designed,  in  some  degree,  to 
prevent  what  was  regarded  as  a  dangerous  protect- 
orate over  the  affiirs  of  the  Porte  by  Russia— the 
exercise  of  the  right  has  been  placed,  theoretically, 
on  the  same  high  ground  of  regard  for  the  tran- 
quillity of  Europe  and  the  independence  of  States. 
Practically,  it  has  often  been  perverted  to  the  worst 
purposes  of  aggrandizement  and  cupidity. 

If  we  look  into  the-writers  pn  international  law, 
I  think  we  shall  find  no  suflicient  ground  for  the 
right  of  intervention.  Grotius,  who  wrote  in  the 
early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century,  denied  its 
existence.  Fenelon,  who  wrote  about  half  a  cen- 
tury later,  denied  it,  except  as  a  means  of  self-pre- 
servation, and  then  only  when  the  danger  was  real 
and  imminent.  Vattel,  who  wrote  nearly  a  century 
after  Fenelon,  and  a  century  before  our  own  times, 
regarded  the  States  of  Europe  as  foriTiing  a  political 
system,  and  he  restricted  the  right  of  entering  into 
confederacies  and  alliances  for  the  purpose  of  inter- 
vention in  the  affairs  of  each  other,  to  cases  in 
which  such  combinations  were  necessary  to  curb 
the  ambition  of  any  power  which,  from  its  superi- 
ority in  physical  strength,  and  its  designs  of  op- 
pression or  conquest,  threatened  to  become  danger- 
ous to  its  neighbors.  De  Martens,  who  wrote  half 
a  century  ago,  acknowledges,  with  Vattel,  the  ex- 
istence of  the  right  under  certain  conditions,  though 
he  hardly  admits  it  to  be  well  settled  as  a  rule  of 
international  law;  and  he  limits  its  exercise  to 
neighboring  states,  or  states  occupying  the  same 
quarter  of  the  globe.  But,  according  to  the  two 
last  writers,  who  have,  perhaps,  gone  as  far  as  any 
other  public  jurists,  of  equal  eminence,  towards  a 
formal  retJognition  of  the  right,  it  otdy  justifies  a 
union  of  inferior  states  within  the  same  immediate 
sphere  of  action,  to  prevent  an  accumulation  of 
power  in  the  hands  of  a  single  sovereign,  which 
would  be  too  great  for  the  common  liberty. 

I  urn  confident,  Mr.  President,  that  no  one  ctin 
rise  from  a  review  of  the  history  of  modern  Eu- 
rope, and  from  an  examination  of  the  writings  oC 
her  public  jurists,  without  being  satisfied  that  the-. 
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right  of  intervention,  as  recognized  by  civilized 
nations,  is  what  I  have  stated  it  to  be — a  mere 
ri?ht,  on  the  jiart  of  weaker  states,  to  combine 
fnv  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  subversion  of 
their  independence,  and  the  alienation  of  their  ter- 
ritories, by  a  designing  and  powerful  neighbor;  a 
right  to  be  exercised  only  in  cases  of  urgent  and 
immediate  danger.  It  is  simply  a  right  of  self- 
preservation,  undefined,  undefinable,  having  no  set- 
tled or  permanent  foundation  in  public  law,  to  be 
asserted  only  in  extreme  necessity,  and  when  arbi- 
trarily applied  to  practice,  a  most  fruitful  source  of 
abuse,  injustice,  and  oppression.  One  clear  and 
certain  limitation  it  iiappily  possesses — a  limitation 
which,  amid  all  its  encroachments  upon  the  inde- 
pendence of  sovereign  States,  has  never  until  our 
day  been  overpassed.  By  universal  consent,  by 
the  unvarying  testimony  of  abuse  itself,  it  is  not 
to  be  exercised  beyond  the  immediate  sphere  of 
the  nations  concerned.  It  pertains  rigidly  and  ex- 
clusively to  states  within  the  same  circle  of  politi- 
cal action.  It  is  only  by  neighbors,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  neighbors  against  neigiibors,  that  it  can, 
even  upon  the  broadest  principles,  be  rightfully 
employed.  When  it  traverses  oceans,  and  looks 
to  the  regulation  of  the  political  concerns  of  other 
continents,  it  becomes  a  gigantic  assumption, 
which,  for  the  independence  of  nations,  tor  the 
interests  of  humanity,  for  the  tranquillity  of  the 
Old  World  and  the  New,  should  be  significantly 
repelled. 

Mr.  President,  a  review  of  the  history  of  Eu- 
rope during  the  last  two  centuries  will  bring  with 
it  another  conviction  in  respect  to  the  right  of  in- 
tervention— that  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  its 
restriction  in  practice  to  the  objects  to  which  it  is 
limited  by  every  public  jurist  who  admits  its  ex- 
istence at  all;  and  that  nothing  could  be  so  dis- 
couraging to  the  friends  of  free  government  as  an 
extension  of  the  system  to  this  continent,  if  the 
power  existed  to  introduce  it  here.  Though  the 
combinations  it  is  claimed  to  authorize  may,  in 
some  instances,  have  protected  the  coalescing  par- 
ties from  the  danger  of  being  overrun  by  conquer- 
ing armies,  the  cases  are  perhaps  as  numerous,  in 
which  their  interposition  has  been  lent  to  break 
down  the  independence  of  states,  and  to  throw 
whole  communities  of  men  into  the  arms  of  govern- 
ments to  which  their  feelings  and  principles  were 
alike  averse.  The  right,  as  has  been  seen — (and 
it  cannot  be  too  often  repeated) — with  the  utmost 
latitude  claimed  for  it  by  any  public  jurist,  goes  no 
further  than  to  authorize  a  league  on  the  part  of 
two  or  more  weaker  slates  to  protect  themselves 
ao-ainsl  the  designs  of  an  ambitious  and  powerful 
neighbor.  In  its  practical  application,  it  has  more 
frequently  resulted  in  a  combination  of  powerful 
stales  to  destroy  their  weaker  neighbors  for  the 
augmentation  of  their  own  dominions  or  those  of 
their  allies.  From  a  mere  right  to  combine  for 
self-preservation,  they  have  made  it  in  practice  a 
rio-ht  to  divide,  dismember,  and  partition  states  at 
their  pleasure — not  tor  the  purpose  of  diminishing 
the  strength  of  a  powerful  adversary — liul  under 
the  pretence  of  creating  a  system  of  balances,  which 
is  artificial  in  it.s  structure,  and,  in  some  degree, 
incongruous  in  its  elements,  and  which  a  single 
political  convulsion  may  overturn  and  destroy.  Do 
we  need  examples  of  the  abuse  of  the  j)ower,  I 
will  not  call  it  a  right?  They  will  be  found  in  the 
dismemberment  oCSaxony, the  annexation  of  the  re- 
public of  Genoa  to  the  kingdom  of  Sardinia,  and  the 
absorption  of  Venice  by  Austria.  There  is  another 
and  a  more  aggravated  case  of  abuse  to  which  re- 
cent events  have  given  new  ])rominence.  In  1772, 
Russia,  Prussia,  and  Austria,  under  the  pretence  that 
the  disturbed  condition  of  Poland  was  dangerous  to 
their  own  tranf[uilliiy,. seized  upon  about  one-third 
of  her  territories,  and  divided  it  among  themselves. 
In  1793,  notwithstanding  her  diminished  propor- 
tions, she  had  br;come  more  dangerous,  and  they 
seized  half  of  what  they  had  left  to  her  by  the  first 
partition.  Sir,  she  continued  to  grow  dangerous 
as  .ihc  grew  weak  ;  and  in  two  years  after  the  sec- 
ond partition,  they  stripped  her  of  all  that  remained. 
In  1615,  the  five  great  Powers,  at  the  Congress  of 
Vienna,  from  motives  of  policy,  and  not  from  a 
returning  sense  of  justice,  organized  the  city  of 
Cracow  and  a  portion  of  the  surrounding  territory, 
with  a  population  of  about  one  hundred  thousatid 
souls,  into  a  republic,  under  the  protection  of  Aus- 
tria, Russia,  and  Prussia,  with  a  guarantee  of  its 
independence  in  perpetuity.  Russia  pledged  her- 
self, at  the  same  lime,  to  maintain  her  share  of  the 


spoil,  as  the  kingdom  of  Poland  in  name  ancTform, 
with  a  constitutional  government.  She  kept  her 
pledge  seventeen  years,  and  then  virtually  incor- 
porated it  as  an  integral  part  into  the  Russian  em- 
pire. The  little  republic  of  Cracow  was  all  that 
remained  as  a  monument  of  the  dismembered  king- 
dom. A  year  ago,  it  was  obliterated  as  an  inde- 
pendent state  by  the  three  great  powers  of  eastern 
and  northern  Europe,  in  violation  of  their  solemn 
guarantee,  and  assigned  to  Austria.  The  name  of 
Poland,  the  fountain  of  so  many  noble  and  ani- 
mating recollections,  is  no  longer  to  be  found  on 
the  map  of  Europe.  The  three  quarters  of  a  cen- 
tury which  intervened  from  the  ince|3tion  to  the 
consummation  of  this  transaction  are  not  sufficient 
to  conceal  or  even  to  obscure  its  true  character. 
The  very  magnitude  of  the  space  over  which  it  is 
spread  only  serves  to  bring  it  out  in  bolder  and 
darker  relief  from  the  pages  of  history. 

If  the  United  States,  in  the  progress  of  these 
usurpations,  has  not  remonstrated  against  them, 
and  contributed  by  her  interposition  to  maintain 
the  integrity  of  the  states  thus  disorganized' and 
dismembered  in  violation  of  every  rule  of  right, 
and  every  suggestion  of  justice  and  humanity,  it 
is  because  we  have  been  faithful,  against  all  move- 
ments of  sympathy,  against  the  very  instincts  of 
nature,  to  the  principle  of  abstaining  from  all  inter- 
ference with  the  movements  of  European  powers, 
which  relate  exclusively  to  the  condition  of  the 
quarter  of  the  globe  to  which  they  belong.  But 
when  it  is  proposed  or  threatened  to  extend  to  this 
continent  and  to  ourselves  a  similar  system  of  bal- 
ances, with  all  its  danger  of  abuse  and  usurpation, 
I  hold  it  to  be  our  duty  to  inquire  on  what  grounds 
it  rests,  that  we  may  be  prepared  to  resist  all  prac- 
tical application  of  it  to  the  independent  slates  in 
this  hemisphere. 

Mr.  President,  the  declaration  of  M.  Guizot 
could  hardly  have  been  made  without  the  previous 
approbation  of  the  government,  of  which  he  was 
the  organ.  The  same  sovereign  occupies  the  throne 
of  Prance — the  same  minister  stands  before  it  as 
the  exponent  of  his  opinions.  Is  the  declaration 
to  be  regarded  as  a  mere  idle  annunciation  in  words 
of  a  design  never  intended  to  be  carried  into  prac- 
tice.' Let  me  answer  the  question  by  the  briefest 
possible  reference  to  circumstances.  France  was 
the  coadjutor  ot'  England  in  the  attempt  to  induce 
Texas  to  decline  annexation  to  the  Union.  Failing 
in  this,  she  attempted  to  accomplish  the  same  ob- 
ject indirectly,  by  persuading  Mexico  to  recognize 
the  independence  of  Texas,  on  condition  that  the 
latter  should  remain  an  independent  state.  These 
terms  were  offered  to  Texas,  and  rejected.  In  the 
year  1844,  I  believe  less  than  twelve  months  before 
M.  Guizoi's  declaration  was  made,  (and  the  coin- 
cidence in  point  of  lime  is  remarkable,)  a  book  on 
Oregon  and  California  was  published  in  Paris  by 
order  of  the  King  of  France,  under  the  auspices  of 
Marshal  Soult,  President  of  the  Council,  and  M. 
Guizot,  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  written 
by  M.  de  Mofras,  who  was  attached  to  the  French 
legation  in  Mexico.  The  first  part  of  the  work  is 
devoted  to  Mexico,  and  certainly  contains  some 
remarkable  passages.  He  speaks  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  European  monarchy  as  a  project  which 
had  been  suggested  as  the  only  one  calculated  to 
put  an  end  to  the  divisions  and  annihilate  the  fac- 
tions which  desolated  that  beautiful  country.*  He 
says  the  Catholic  religion  and  family  relations, 
with  the  ancient  possessors  of  the  country,  would 
be  the  first  conditions  required  of  the  princes,  who 


*  The  day  after  this  speech  was  delivered,  Mr.  D.  received 
from  a  friend  in  New  York,  wlio  could  have  liad  no  knowl- 
ed'^e  of  his  intention  to  spi:ak,  much  less  of  tlic  topics  lie 
designed  to  discus-!,  a  tninslation  Irom  a  speech  delivered  lo 
the  Cortes  of  Spain  on  the  1st  of  December,  lS-3?,  by  Senor 
Olozoga,  a  man  of  great  distinction,  and  supposed  to  b(^  the 
sauie  individual  who  was  a  few  years  since  first  minister  of 
the  Crown.  Uy  this  speech  it  appears  that  as  reeently  as 
1846,  a  year  after  M.  Guizot's  declaration  was  made,  and 
two  years  after  M.  de  Mofras's  book  was  published,  large 
sums  were  e.xpoiided  by  Spain  for  the  purpose  of  establish- 
iiij;  a  monarchy  In  Mexico,  and  of  placing  a  Spanish  prince 
on  the  throne.  Tlie  close  coruiectiori  uf  the  goverrmients  of 
I'ranee  and  Spain  by  the  marriage  of  the  Duke  of  Montpen- 
sier,  the  son  of  Louis  Philippe,  to  the  sister  of  Clueen  Isa- 
bella, gives  additional  importance  to  these  developments; 

"  No  one,  either  on  this  floor  or  elsewhere,  can  deny  that 
the  project  has  been  entertained  of  establishing  a  mon.uchy 
in  Mexico,  and  to  place  a  Spanish  prince  on  the  throne. 
This  projeet,  conceived  in  the  lime  of  the  Conde  Araiida, 
would  have  saved  our  colonies  from  tli(!  sad  fate  tliey  have 
sutfered  ;  but  broujht  forward  on  this  occa-iiim,  it  was  the 
most  absurd  idea  that  could  liaviHiri  ii  coiiceived.  But  wc 
have  not  only  to  deplore  having  cxiitrd  polilind  animosities 
and  the  consu(|uences,tlii9  Ras  produced  in  tliat  country ;  we 


should  be  called  to  reconstruct  there  a  monarchical 
government.     He  then  adds: 

"The  infantas  of  Spain,  the  French  princes,  and  file 
archdukes  of  Austria,  fulfil  these  conditions,  and  we  may 
atfirm  that,  from  whichever  quarter  a  competitor  should 
present  himself,  he  would  be  unanimously  welcomed  by  the 
Mexican  people. 

"  What,  then,  are  the  interests  of  Franee  in  these  ques- 
tions .' 

"  The  establishment  in  Mexico  of  a  monarchy  of  any  de- 
scription whatever,  resting  upon  a  solid  basis,  should  be  the 
t  first  object  of  our  policy;  for  we  know  that  the  instability 
attached  to  the  actual  form  of  its  governmeni,  brings  with  it 
disadvantages  for  our  commerce,  and  inconveniences  for 
[  our  people." 

!  He  adds,  that  if  Mexico  is  to  preserve  her  re- 
publican form  of  government,  her  incorporation 
into  the  Union  of  the  North  would  seem  more 
favorable  to  France  than  her  existing  condition,  on 
account  of  the  development  of  commerce  and  all 
the  guarantees  of  liberty,  security,  and  justice, 
which  his  compatriots  would  enjoy;  and  that  Eng- 
land would  lose,  under  such  an  order  of  things, 
what  France  would  gain.  Thus,  though  the  dis- 
memberment and  absorption  of  Mexico  by  the  Uni- 
ted States,  are  regarded  by  M.  de  Mofras  as  prefer- 
able to  the  commercial  monopoly  and  the  "  species 
of  political  sovereignty,"  as  he  denominates  it, 
which  England  has  exercised  in  that  country,  the 
first  object  of  France,  according  to  him,  should  be  a 
reconstruction  of  monarchy  in  Mexico,  with  a  for- 
eign prince  on  the  throne,  and  this  prince  from  some 
branch  of  the  Bourbon  family.  The  opinions  con- 
tained in  this  book  are  not  put  forth  as  the  mere 
speculations  of  a  private  person.  They  are  the 
opinions  of  an  agent  of  the  government:  the  pub- 
lication is  made  by  order  of  the  king,  and  under 
the  auspices  of  his  two  chief  ministers,  and  so 
stated  in  the  title  page.  I  do  not  mean  to  hold  the 
government  of  France  responsible  for  all  the  opin- 
ions contained  in  that  work;  but,  can  we  believe 
that  those  I  have  quoted,  concerning  as  they  do  so 
grave  a  subject  as  the  international  relations  of 
France  with  Mexico,  and  of  Mexico  with  the 
United  States,  would  have  been  put  forth  without 
modification  under  such  high  official  sanctions,  if 
they  had  been  viewed  with  positive  disfavor.'  It 
appears  to  me,  that  we  are  constrained  to  view 
them,  like  the  declaration  of  M.  Guizot,  though 
certainly  to  a  very  inferior  extent,  as  possessing 
an  official  character,  which  we  are  not  at  liberty 
wholly  to  disregard,  when  we  consider  the  one  in 
connection  with  the  other. 

And  now,  sir,  I  ask,  do  not  these  opinions  and 
declarations,  especially  when  we  look  to  the  open 
and  direct  interference  of  Great  Britain  and  France,- 
by  force  of  arms,  in  the  domestic  affairs  of  some 
of  the  South  American  republics  within  the  last 
two  years,  furnish  a  just  ground  of  apprehension, 
if  we  should  retire  from  Mexico  without  a  treaty 
and  as  enemies,  that  it  might  become  a  theatre  for 
the  exercise  of  influences  of  a  most  unfriendly 
character  to  us.'  With  the  aid  of  the  monarchical 
party  in  Mexico,  would  there  not  be  danger  that 
the  avowed  design  of  establishing  a  throne,  might 
be  realized  .'  The  chances  of  open  interposition 
are  unquestionably  diminished  by  the  results  of 
the  war;  but  1  am  constrained  to  believe  the 
chances  of  secret  interference  are  increased  by  the 
avidity  imputed  to  us  for  territorial  extension. 
Ought  not  this  danger  to  influence,  to  some  ex- 
tent, our  own  conduct,  at  least  so  far  as  to  dis- 
suade us  from  abandoning,  until  a  better  pros- 
pect of  a  durable  peace  shall  exist,  the  advantage 
we   have   gained   as    belligerents.'     We   know   a 


have  also  to  lament  the  money  lost  and  throvi'n  away  upon 
Mexican  soil.  And  in  order  that  the  Cortes  may  not  believe 
I  am  about  to  make  accusations  of  so  grave  a  character  with- 
out possessing  proofs  to  corroborate  them,  I  now  hold  in  my 
hand  a  statement  of  the  sums  expended  and  drawn  from  ipa 
treasury  in  Havana  in  the  year  1840,  signed  by  the  Seiior 
Navarro  as  auditor,  and  Mugica  as  treasurer.  In  this  state- 
ment there  is  an  item  which  says:  '  Paid  bills  of  exchange 
remitted  by  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  her  Majesty  in 
Mexico  for  matters  belonging  to  the  service,  $100,001).'  But 
much  greater  than  this  was  llie  authority  our  minister  in 
Mexico  possessed  for  disposing  of  the  public  funds.  1  do  not 
know  whether  he  has  made  use  of  it.  I  do  not  even  know 
his  name.  I  suppose  he  will  employ  Uiem  with  scrupu- 
lous honesty;  but  is  the  Spanish  people  so  bouiilifully  sup- 
plied with  millions  that  they  can  atibrd  lo  send  them  lo  tho 
New  World,  for  the  purpose  of  sustaiiiiii;;  politic;il  iniri^'uea 
in  timtdistant region?  How  many  meritorious  military  men. 
who  have  shed  their  blood  for  the  good  of  their  eonntrj-,  and 
whose  means  of  support  have  be<Mi  enl  (lo«  ii  to  ihe  lowest 
possible  point,  might  have  been  aided  by  iliese  large  sums? 
How  much  misery  might  have  been  alle\  lated  by  the  money 
which  hits  been  thrown  away  in  this  manner?  Anil  where 
do  they  lind  authority  for  squandering  millions  to  foster  for- 
eign intrigues  f " 
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great  majority  of  the  Mexican  people  are  radically- 
averse  to  any  other  than  a  republican  form  of  gov- 
ernment; but  we  know,  also,  the  proneness  of  a 
people  among  whom  anarchy  reigns  triumphant, 
to  seek  any  refuge  which  promises  the  restoration 
of  tranquillity  and  social  order. 

Mr.  President,  any  attempt  by  a  European  power 
to  interpose  in  the  affairs  of  Mexico,  either  to  estab- 
lish a  monarchy,  or  to  maintain,  in  the  language  of 
M.Guizot,  "  the  equilibrium  of  the  great  political 
forces  in  America,"  would  be  the  signal  for  a  war 
far  more  important  in  its  consequences,  and  inscru- 
table in  its  issues,  than  this.  We  could  not  sub- 
mit to  such  interposition  if  we  would.  The  public 
opinion  of  the  country  would  compel  us  to  resist 
it.  We  are  committed  by  the  most  formal  decla- 
rations, first  made  by  President  Monroe  in  1823, 
and  repeated  by  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  of 
the  Union.  We  have  protested,  in  the  mostsolemn 
manner,  against  any  further  colonization  by  Euro- 
pean powers  on  this  continent.  We  have  protested 
against  any  interference  in  the  political  concerns  of 
the  independent  states  in  this  hemisphere.  A  pro- 
test, it  is  true,  does  not  imply  that  the  ground  it 
assumes  is  to  be  maintained  at  all  hazards,  and  if 
necessary,  by  force  of  arms.  Great  Britain  pro- 
tested against  the  interference  of  France  in  the 
affairs  of  Spain  in  1823;  she  has  more  recently 
protested  against  the  absorption  of  Cracow  by 
Austria  as  a  violation  of  the  political  order  of 
Europe,  settled  at  Vienna  by  the  allied  sovereigns, 
and  against  the  Montpensier  marriage  as  a  viola- 
tion of  the  treaty  of  Utrecht;  but  I  do  not  remem- 
ber that  in  either  case  she  did  anything  more  than 
to  proclaim  to  the  world  her  dissent  from  the  acts 
against  which  she  entered  her  protest.  It  has 
always  seemed  to  me  to  be  unwise  in  a  government 
to  put  forth  manifestoes  without  being  prepared  to 
maintain  them  by  acts,  or  to  make  declarations  of 
abstract  principle  until  the  occasion  has  arrived  for 
enforcing  them.  The  declarations  of  a  President 
having  no  power  to  make  war  without  a  vote  of 
Congress,  or  even  to  employ  the  military  force  of 
the  country  except  to  defend  our  own  territory,  is 
very  different  from  the  protest  of  a  sovereign  hold- 
ing the  issues  of  peace  and  war  in  his  own  hands. 
But  the  former  may  not  be  less  effectual  when  they 
are  sustained,  as  I  believe  those  of  Presidents 
Monroe  and  Polk  are,  in  respect  to  European  in- 
terference on  the  American  continent,  by  an  undi- 
vided public  opinion,  even  though  they  may  not 
have  received  a  formal  response  from  Congress.  I 
hold,  therefore,  if  any  such  interposition  as  that 
to  which  1  have  referred  should  take  place,  resist- 
ance on  our  part  would  inevitably  follow,  and  we 
should  become  involved  in  controversies,  of  which 
no  man  could  foresee  the  end. 

Before  I  quit  this  part  of  the  subject,  I  desire  to 
advert  to  some  circumstances  recently  made  public, 
and,  if  true,  indicating  significantly  the  extent  to 
which  Great  Britain  is  disposed  to  carry  her  other 
encroachments  on  this  continent,  as  in  every  other 
quarter  of  the  globe.  On  the  coast  of  Honduras,  in 
Central  America,  commonly  called  the  Musquito 
coast,  there  is  a  tribe  of  Indians  bearing  the  same 
name,  numbering  but  a  few  hundred  individuals, 
and  inhabiting  some  miserable  villages  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Cape  Gracias  a  Dios,  near  the 
fifteenth  parallel  of  north  latitude.  Several  hun- 
dred miles  south  is  the  river  San  Juan,  running 
from  Lake  Nicaragua  to  the  Caribbean  sea,  a 
space  of  about  two  degrees  of  longitude,  with  the 
town  of  Nicaragua  at  its  mouth,  and  a  castle  or 
fort  about  midway  between  the  town  and  the  lake. 
The  lake  is  only  fifteen  leagues  from  the  Pacific, 
and  constitutes,  with  the  river  San  Juan,  one  of 
the  proposed  lines  for  a  ship  canal  across  the 
isthmus.  Great  Britain  has  recently  laid  claim  to 
the  river  San  Juan  and  the  town  of  Nicaragua,  if 
she  has  not  actually  taken  possession  of  the  latter. 
I  have  seen  a  communication  from  the  British 
consul-general  at  Guatemala,  asserting  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  Mosquitos  as  a  nation.  I  have 
also  seen  a  communication  from  the  British  con- 
sul at  Bluefield,  on  the  Mosquito  shore,  asserting 
that  "  the  Mosquito  flag  and  nation  are  under  the 
special  protection  of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain," 
and  that  "  the  limits  which  the  British  Govern- 
ment is  determined  to  maintain  as  the  right  of  the 
King  of  the  Mosquitos"  "  comprehend  the  San 
Juan  river."  By  Arrowsmiih's  London  Atlas, 
published  in  1840,  the  Mosquito  territory  covered 
about  40,000  square  miles,  nearly  as  large  an  area 
as  that  of  the  State  of  New  York;  but  it  did  not 


extend  below  the  twelfth  parallel  of  latitude,  while 
the  river  San  Juan  is  on  the  eleventh.  I  have  seen 
the  protest  of  the  State  of  Nicaragua  against  the 
occupation  of  the  town  of  Nicaragua  on  the  river 
San  Juan,  which,  as  the  protest  declares,  has  been 
from  time  immemorial  in  her  quiet  and  peaceable 
possession.  The  state  of  San  Salvador,  one  of 
the  Central  American  republics,  also  unites  in 
the  protest,  and  declares  her  determination,  if  the 
outrage  shall  be  carried  into  effect,  to  exert  her 
whole  power  until  the  usurper  "shall  be  driven 
from  the  limits  of  Central  America." 

I  understand,  for  I  speak  only  from  information, 
that  Great  Britain  has  for  some  time  claimed  to 
have  had  the  Mosquitos,  a  mere  naked  tribe  of  In- 
dians of  a  few  hundred  persons,  under  her  protec- 
tion.* Through  her  influence  they  appointed  a 
king,  who  was  taken  to  Belize,  a  British  station  on 
the  bay  of  Yucatan,  and  there  crowned.  It  is  said, 
also,  that  on  the  decease  of  the  king,  he  was 
found  to  have  bequeathed  his  dominions  to  her 
Britannic  Majesty.  It  appears  to  be  certain  that 
she  has,  under  this  pretence  of  protection,  extend- 
ed her  dominion  over  an  immense  surface  in  Cen- 
tral America;  that  she  has  at  least  one  vessel  of 
war,  the  Sun,  commanded  by  an  officer  bearing  an 
English  name,  "  Commander  Trotter,  of  the  Mos- 
quito navy,"  as  he  is  styled  in  a  letter  written  by 
the  British  consul  at  Bluefield,  and  that  she  is  still 
further  extending  herself,  against  the  remonstrance 
of  the  Central  American  States.  But  these  states, 
besides  being  physically  weak,  are  distracted  by 
internal  feuds;  and  if  the  proceedings  complained 
of  be  not  the  unauthorized  acts  of  British  agents, 
which  Great  Britain  will  disavow,  it  is  hardly  to 
be  expected  that  a  usurpation,  so  unjustifiably  con- 
summated, will  be  abandoned  on  an  appeal  to  the 
justice  of  the  wrong-doer.  Whether  our  govern- 
ment should  remain  quiescent  under  this  encroach- 
ment upon  near  and  defenceless  neighbors,  is  a 
question  worthy  of  consideration.  Under  any 
circumstances,  it  seems  to  me  to  afford  little  assu- 
rance of  non-interference  with  the  affairs  of  Mexi- 
co, if  our  forces  were  to  be  withdrawn  without  a 
treaty. 

There  is  another  consideration  which  ought  not 
to  be  overlooked.  In  July  last.  Lord  George  Ben- 
tinck  made  a  motion  for  an  address  to  her  Britan- 
nic Majesty,  praying  her  to  take  such  measures  as 
she  might  deem  proper  to  secure  the  payment  of 
the  Spanish  government  bonds  held  by  British  sub- 
jects. Those  bonds  amount  to  about  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty  millions  of  dollars,  and  on  about 
three  hundred  and  forty  millions  no  interest  what- 
ever has  been  paid;  and  including  this  debt  nearly 
seven  hundred  and  thirty  millions  of  dollars  are 
due  to  British  subjects  by  foreign  governments — a 
sum  equal  to  about  one-fifth  of  her  national  debt. 
He  contended,  that  "  by  the  law  of  nations,  from 
time  immemorial,  it  has  been  held  that  the  recov- 
ery of  just  debts  is  a  lawful  cause  of  war,  if  the 
country  from  which  payment  is  due  refuses  to 
listen  to  the  claims  of  the  country  to  whom  money 
is  owing."  He  quoted  authorities  to  show  that 
the  payment  of  the  debt,  or  the  interest  on  it, 
might  be  enforced  without  having  recourse  to 
arms,  though  asserting  the  right  to  resort  to  force 
to  compel  it.  He  referred  to  the  rich  colonies  of 
Spain,  and  especially  Cuba,  to  show  that  there 
was  wealth  enough  in  its  annual  produce  and  rev- 
enue "  to  pay  the  whole  debt  due  by  Spain  to 
British  bond-liolders."  He  referred  to  the  naval 
force  which  Spain  possessed  to  show  that  there 
would  not  be  "any  very  effective  resistance," 
and  that  "  the  most  timid  minister"  need  not  fear 
it.  Having,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  called 
the  attention  of  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  to 
the  subject.  Lord  Palmerston,  in  responding  to  his 
call,  entereti  into  an  extended  statement  in  respect 
to  the  foreign  debt  due  to  British  subjects.  He 
drew  a  distinction  between  transactions  by  one 
government  with  another,  by  British  subjects  with 
a  foreign  government,  by  British  subjects  with  the 
subjects  of  another  government,  and  between  debts 


*Exlrnct  of  a  letter  from  the  Supreme  Government  of  the  State 
of  Nicara'^iiii  to  the  Supreme  Government  of  the  State  of 
San  Salvador. 

"  A  tribe  with  no  roco!»nizcd  f'onri  ol"  government^  with- 
out civilization,  anil  entirely  abandoned  to  savage  life,  is 
suddenly  made  use  of  by  enlinluened  England  for  the  pur- 
pose ol'ijlanting  one  of  lier  feet  upon  the  Atlantic  coast  of 
this  State  ;  or  rather,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  possession  of 
the  port  for  communicalion  between  Europe,  America,  and 
Asia,  and  other  important  countries  at  the  point  where  llie 
grand  inter-oceanic  canal  isi  most  practicable." 


and  acts  of  injustice  and  oppression.  This  dis- 
tinction, however,  he  treated  as  matter  of  expedi- 
ency and  established  practice.  He  assented  to  the 
doctrine  laid  down  by  the  noble  lord  who  made 
the  motion  for  an  address,  and  he  said,  if  it  were 
the  wise  policy  of  England  to  lay  down  a  rule  that 
she  would  enforce  obligations  of  this  character 
with  the  same  rigor  as  those  of  a  different  charac- 
ter, she  would  have  a  full  and  fair  right,  according 
to  the  laws  of  nations,  to  do  so.  And  he  conclud- 
ed by  saying  that  England  had  not  refrained  from 
taking  the  steps  urged  by  his  noble  friend,  because 
she  was  "  afraid  of  these  states,  or  all  of  them  put 
together;"  that  it  w^as  not  to  be  supposed  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament,  or  the  British  nation,  would  long 
remain  patient  under  the  wrong,  and  that  they  had 
ample  power  and  means  to  obtain  justice. 

I  pass  over  the  doctrines  put  forth  in  the  speech 
of  Lord  George  Bentinck,  and  sanctioned  by  Lord 
Palmerston,  though  I  believe  it  not  perfectly  clear 
that  they  can  be  maintained  to  the  full  extent,  by 
an  appeal  to  any  well  established  principles  of  in- 
ternational law.  You  know,  sir,  that  we  have 
sometimes  found  British  statesmen,  even  those 
holding  places  nearest  to  the  throne,  at  fault,  both 
in  respect  to  matters  of  principle  and  matters  of 
fact,  though  it  is  certainly  but  justice  to  concede 
to  them  the  possession  of  more  enlarged  views  of 
policy,  combined  with  greater  practical  talent  and 
tact,  than  is  often  to  be  found  in  the  councils  of 
European  sotei-eigns.  I  pass  over  also  an  offen-? 
sive  allusion  to  the  failure  of  two  or  three  of  the 
States  of  this  Union  to  pay  their  debts,  ''  a.^  a 
stain  upon  the  national  character,"  (I  use  his  own 
language,)  when  it  is  well  known  that  the  suspen- 
sion of'  payment  was  temporary,  and  from  over- 
ruling necessity;  that  in  most  instances  resump- 
tion has  taken  place;  and  that,  in  all,  the  most 
earnest  efforts  have  been  made  to  resume  the  dis- 
charge of  their  obligations.  This  imputation  v/aa 
cast  upon  us  at  the  moment  when  our  people,  with 
one  heart,  were  sending  abroad  their  agricultural 
surplus  to  feed  the  famished  population  of  Ire- 
land, not  merely  in  the  way  of  commercial  ex- 
change, but  in  the  form  of  donations,  in  ship-loads, 
public  and  private.  And  so  far  as  the  commercial 
portion  is  concerned,  I  believe  our  merchants  have 
for  months  been  draining  our  banks  of  specie,  to 
send  abroad  to  meet  their  own  pecuniary  obliga- 
tions, while  for  a  time  at  least  they  were  unable  to 
draw  on  their  debtors  in  England  for  the  proceedsof 
the  breadstuffs  by  which  her  subjects  had  been  fed. 
But  I  pass  by  all  this,  and  come  to  the  important 
fact  that  Mexico  was  among  the  indebted  foreign 
States  enumerated  in  a  report,  on  which  the  mo- 
tion of  Lord  George  Bentinck  was  founded.  What 
is  the  extent  of  her  indebtedness  I  do  not  know, 
but  I  understand  about  seventy  millions  of  dollars 
— and  I  believe  it  was  but  recently  that  the  public 
domain  in  California  was  mortgaged  to  the  credit- 
ors for  a  portion  of  this  amount,  though  the  lien 
is  now  said  to  be  discharged. 

I  appeal  to  honorable  Senators  to  say,  with 
these  facts  before  them — with  this  public  and  offi- 
cial assertion  of  a  principle,  which,  according  to 
Lord  Palmerston,  the  British  government  has  only 
abstained  from  practically  enforcing  through  mere 
considerations  of  policy — whether,  if  our  forces 
were  withdrawn  from  IVIexico,  and  that  country 
should  become  a  prey  to  the  anarchy  and  confusion 
which  has  reigned  there  so  long,  and  which,  if 
renewed,  would  in  all  probability  become  univer- 
sal and  hopeless — whether,  I  say,  there  would  not 
be  a  temptation  too  strong  to  be  resisted  to  reduce 
the  principle  thus  proclaimed  to  practice.'  whether 
some  portion  of  the  Mexican  territory  might  not 
be  occupied  as  a  guarantee  for  the  payment  of  the 
debt  due  to  British  subjects,  and  thus  another  prin- 
ciple be  violated,  which  we  aie  committed  to 
maintain?  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  this  consid- 
eration, if  it  stood  alone,  should  absolutely  con- 
trol our  conduct.  But  as  auxiliary  to  the  graver 
considerations  to  which  I  have  referred,  it  appears 
to  me  that  it  may  properly  be  allowed  some  weight 
— enough,  sir,  perhaps,  to  turn  the  scale,  if  it  were 
already  balanced — though,  I  think,  thei-e  is  suffi- 
cient without  it  to  incline  us  decisively  to  the  side 
of  continued  occupation. 

Besides,  Biitish  subjects  have  other  extensive 
pecuniary  interests  in  Mexico:  they  have  large 
cornmercial  establishments  and  heavy  investments 
of  capital  in  the  mining  districts.  li'  the  political 
affairs  of  that  country  should  fall  into  inextricable 
confusion,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  these  great 
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interests  will  be  abandoned  by  Great  Britain;  and 
yet  it  is  extremely  tl'rticult,  to  see  by  what  interpo- 
sition on  her  pait  they  could  be  secured  without 
the  danger  of  collision  between  her  and  \is. 

Mr.  President,  in  what  I  have  said  in  respect  to 
the  danger  of  foreign  inter[)osilion,  I  have  not  re- 
lied upon  the  ephemeral  opinions  of  the  day,  or  on 
opinions  expressed  in  public  journals  abroad,  how- 
ever intimately  thosejournals  may  be  supposed  to 
be  connected  with  governments,  as  the  organs  of 
the  views  which  it  is  deemed  advisable  to  throw 
out,  from  time  to  time,  for  the  public  considera- 
tion or  guidance.  I  have  resorted  to  no  irrespon- 
sible sources.  I  have  presented  opinions  and  dec- 
larations proclaimed  with  more  or  less  of  official 
sanction,  and  for  the  most  part,  with  the  highest — 
I  mean  the  declarations  of  ministers,  speakmg  for 
their  governments  to  the  popular  body,  and  as  the 
responsiijie  representatives  of  sovereigns,  holding 
in  their  own  hands  the  authority  to  enforce,  or 
attempt  to  enforce,  what  they  proclaim.  How  far 
these  declarations,  taken  in  connection  with  the 
acts  referred  to,  should  influence  our  conduct,  is  a 
question  on  which  we  may  not  all  agree.  But  it 
appears  to  me  that  it  would  be  a  great  error  in 
statesmanship  to  treat  them  as  wholly  unworthy 
of  our  consideration.  Jealousy  of  our  increasing 
power,  commercial  rivali'y,  political  interests,  all 
coml)ine  to  give  them  importance.  It  is  the  prov- 
ince of  a  wise  forecast  to  provide,  as  far  as  possible, 
that  these  adverse  influences  shall  find  no  theatre 
for  thetr  exercise.  To  abandon  Mexico  would,  it 
seems  to  me,  throw  wide  open  all  the  avenues  for 
their  admittance — one  power  for  commercial  mo- 
nopoly, and  the  other  for  political  control — and 
perhaps  impose  on  us  the  difficult  and  dangerous 
task  of  removing  evils  which  a  proper  vigilance 
might  have  prevented. 

It  may  be,  Mr.  President,  that  we  shall  have  an 
early  peace.  I  sincerely  hope  so.  In  this  case, 
we  must  withdraw  from  Mexico;  and  it  may  per- 
hat)s  be  said  that  the  dangers  I  have  referred  to  as 
likely  to  result  from  our  absence  at  the  present 
moment  may  possibly  be  realized.  These  dangers, 
whatever  they  may  be,  we  must  incur  whenever 
she  shall  tender  us  a  peace,  which  we  ought  to 
accept.  But  there  is  a  wide  diiference  between 
retiring  as  belligerents  and  enemies  without  a 
treaty,  and  as  friends  under  an  amicable  ar- 
ransjement,  with  solemn  obligations  on  both  sides 
to  keep  the  peace.  In  the  former  case,  probably 
one  of  the  first  acts  of  Mexico  would  be  to  re- 
assemble her  army,  and  her  government  might 
fall  under  the  control  of  her  military  leaders.  In 
the  latter,  amicable  relations  being  restored,  and 
military  forces  being  unnecessary,  at  least  to  act 
against  us,  the  peace  party  would  have  better 
hopes  of  maintaining  themselves,  of  preventing  the 
army,  which  is  now  regarded  as  responsible  for  the 
national  disasters,  from  gainin*  the  ascendency, 
and  also  of  excluding  influences  from  abroad, 
which  would  be  hostile  to  her  interests  and  fatal 
to  the  common  tranquillity  of  both  countries. 

In  the  references  I  have  made  to  Prance  and 
Great  Britain,  I  have  been  actuated  by  no  feeling 
of  unkindness  or  hostility  to  either.  Rapid  and 
wide-spread  as  has  been  the  progress  of  the  latter, 
we  have  never  sought  to  interfere  with  it.  She 
holds  one-third  of  the  North  American  continent. 
She  has  established  her  dominion  in  the  Bermu- 
das, the  West  Indies,  and  in  Guiana,  on  the  South 
American  continent.  She  holds  Belize,  on  the  bay 
of  Yucatan,  in  North  America,  with  a  district  of 
about  fourteen  ihou.sand  square  miles,  if  we  may 
trust  her  own  geographical  delineations.  We  see 
her  in  the  occupation  of  territories  in  every  quar- 
ter of  the  globe,  vastly,  inordinately  extended, 
and  still  ever  extending  herself.  It  is  not  easy 
to  keep  pace  with  her  encroachments.  A  Ccw 
years  a:;o  the  Indus  was  the  western  boundary  of 
her  Indian  empire.  She  has  passed  it.  She  has 
overrun  AlTglianistan  and  Becloochistan,  though 
I  believe  she  has  temporarily  withdrawn  from  the 
former.  She  stands  at  the  tjates  of  Persia.  She 
has  di.scnssed  the  poliijy  of  passing  Persia,  and 
making  the  Tigris  her  western  boundary  in  Asia. 
One  stride  more  would  place  her  upon  the  shores 
of  the  Mediterranean;  and  her  armies  would  no 
longer  find  their  way  to  India  iTy  the  circumnavi- 
gation of  Africa.  Indeed,  she  has  now,  for  all 
government  purposes  of  communication,  except 
the  transportation  of  troops  and  munitions  of  war, 
a  direct  intercourse  wiih  the  east.  Her  steamers 
of  the  largest  class  run  from   England  to  Alexan- 


dria; from  Alexandria  there  is  a  water  communi- 
cation with  Cairo — some  sixty  miles;  from  Cairo 
it  is  but  eight  hours  overland  to  Suez,  at  the  head 
of  the  Red  Sea;  from  Suez  her  steamers  of  the 
largest  class  run  to  Aden,  a  military  station  of  hers 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Red  Sea,  from  Aden  to  Cey- 
lon, and  from  Ceylon  to  China.  She  is  not  merely 
conquering  her  way  back  from  Hisdoostan.  She 
has  raised  her  standard  beyond  it.  She  has  en- 
tered the  confines  of  the  Celestial  Empire.  She  has 
gained  a  j)ermanent  foothold  within  it;  and  who 
that  knows  her,  can  believe  that  pretexts  will  long 
be  wanting  to  extend  her  dominion  there.'  Though 
it  is  for  commerce  mainly  that  she  is  thus  adding 
to  the  number  and  extent  of  her  dependencies,  it 
is  not  for  commerce  alone;  The  love  of  power  and 
extended  empire  is  one  of  the  efficient  principles  of 
her  gigantic  efforts  and  movements.  No  island, 
however  remote,  no  rock,  however  barren,  on 
which  the  cross  of  St.  George  has  once  been  un- 
furled, is  ever  willingly  relinquished,  no  matter 
how  expensive  or  inconvenient  it  maybe  to  main- 
tain it.  She  may  be  said  literally  to  encircle  the 
globe  by  an  unbroken  chain  of  dependencies.  Nor 
is  it  by  peaceful  means  that  she  is  thus  extending 
herself.  She  propagates  commerce,  as  Moham- 
medanism propagated  religion,  by  fire  and  sword. 
If  she  negotiates,  it  is  with  fleets  and  armies  at  the 
side  of  her  ambassadors,  in  order  to  use  the  language 
of  her  diplomacy,  "  to  give  force  to  their  repre- 
sentations." She  is  essentially  and  eminently  a 
military  power,  unequalled  on  the  sea  and  unsur- 
pa.'jsed  on  the  land.  Happily,  the  civilization, 
which  distinguishes  her  at  home,  goes  with  her 
and  obliterates  some  of  the  bloody  traces  of  her 
march  to  unlimited  empire. 

Much  less  has  any  unkind  feeling  dictated  my 
reference  to  France.  Our  relations  with  her  have 
usually  been  of  the  most  friendly  character.  From 
the  foundation  of  our  Government  there  has  exist- 
ed, on  our  side,  a  strong  feeling  of  sympathy  in 
her  prosperities  and  her  misfortunes,  which  no  tem- 
porary interruption  of  our  friendship  has  been  able 
to  eradicate.  There  is  reason  for  this  feeling:  it 
would  not  have  been  creditable  to  us  as  a  people  if 
it  had  proved  a  transient  sentiment.  She  stood 
forth  at  a  critical  period  in  our  contest  for  inde- 
pendence, and  rendered  us  the  most  essential  ser- 
vice by  her  cooperation  and  aid.  The  swords  of 
Washington  and  Lafayette  were  unsheathed  on 
the  same  battle-fields.  Our  waters  and  our  plains 
have  been  crimsoned  with  the  generous  blood  of 
France.  The  names  of  Rochambeau,  De  Grasse, 
and  D'Estaing  are  identified  with  our  struggles  for 
freedom.  They  have  become,  in  some  degree, 
American,  and  we  give  them  to  our  children  as 
names  to  be  remembered  for  the  gallant  deeds  of 
those  v/ho  bore  them.  It  is  not  surprising,  under 
such  circumstances,  that  in  the  survey  of  the 
European  system,  we  should  have  been  accustomed 
to  regitrd  France  as  the  power  most  likely,  in  the 
progress  of  events,  to  become  the  rival  of  England 
on  the  ocean  as  she  has  been  on  the  land  :  and  with 
a  large  portion  of  our  people,  if  the  wish  has  not 
been  "parent,"  it  has,  at  least,  been  companion 
"to  the  thought."  For  this  reason,  the  declara- 
tion of  M.  Guizot  was  considered,  independently 
of  all  views  of  right,  as  peculiarly  ungracious,  and 
as  a  demonstration  of  feeling  totally  inconsistent 
with  the  ancient  friendship  by  which  the  two 
countries  have  been  tinited.  I  have  never  believed 
it  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  sentiments  of  the 
"French  people.  And  so  strong  has  been  my  reli- 
ance on  their  right  judgment  and  feeling,  that  I 
confess  I  have  thought  it  not  unlikely  that  an  inter- 
position in  our  affairs,  so  completely  at  variance 
with  amicable  relations,  which  ought  to  be  held 
sacred,  might  be  arrested  by  a  more  decisive  inter- 
position at  home  against  its  authors. 

I  re]ieat,  I  have  spoken  in  no  spiritof  unkindness 
either  towards  Great  Britain  or  France.  I  desire 
nothing  but  friendship  with  them — close,  cordial, 
constant,  mutually  beneficial  friendship.  I  speak 
of  them  historically,  as  they  exist  and  exhibit 
themselves  to  the  eyes  of  the  civilized  world. 

Thus  far,  I  have  considered  the  probable  conse- 
quences of  retiring  from  Mexico,  as  they  are  likely 
to  allcct  our  political  relations  with  her,  and  pos- 
sibly with  other  States.  I  now  turn,  for  a  single 
moment  only,  to  a  different  class  of  eonsideia- 
tions — I  mean  considerations  arising  out  -of  our 
claims  to  indemnity  for  injuries.  Although  the 
war  was  not  commenced  to  secure  it,  this  is  one 
of  the  avowed  objects  for  which  it  has  been  pros-  I 


ecuted.  Shall  we  abandon  the  position  we  have 
taken,  and  leave  this  object  unaccomplished?  Shall 
we  not  rather  retain  what  we  have  acquired,  until 
our  just  claims  are  satisfied?  To  do  otherwise 
would  be  to  have  incurred  an  enormous  expendi- 
ture of  treasure  and  blood  to  no  purpose — to  have 
prosecuted  the  war  till  we  had  the  means  of  in- 
demnifying ourselves  in  our  own  hands,  and  then 
voluntarily  to  relinquish  them.  Such  a  course 
seems  to  me  utterly  irreconcilable  either  with  jus- 
tice to  ourselves  or  with  sound  policy.  If  I  am 
not  mistaken  in  the  views  I  have  expressed,  it 
would  be  an  abandonment  of  indemnity  without 
getting  rid  of  the  war,  on  which  we  must  now  rely 
to  procure  it.  These  considerations  do  not  apply 
to  the  policy  suggested  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  South  Carolina.  He  proposes  to  take  indem- 
nity into  our  own  hands  by  occupying  a  portion  of 
northern  or  central  Mexico,  and  holding  it  without 
a  treaty.  My  remarks  are  only  applicable  to  the 
policy  of  withdrawing  from  Mexico  altogether, 
and  leaving  the  adjustment  of  differences  to  future 
negotiations. 

Having  thus  declared  myself  in  favor  of  the  oc- 
cupation of  Mexico  until  she  shall  consent  to  make 
peace,  I  deem  it  proper  to  say,  in  connection  with 
this  subject,  that  I  have  been  uniformly  opposed, 
and  that  I  am  still  opposed,  to  all  schemes  of  con- 
quest for  the  acquisition  of  territory.  In  this  re- 
spect, I  concur  in  what  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  has  said,  and  for  nearly  the  same  reasons. 
I  am  opposed  to  all  such  schemes,  because  they 
would  be  inconsistent  with  the  avowed  objects  of 
the  war  ;  because  they  would  be  incompatible  with 
justice  and  sound  policy;  and  because,  if  success- 
ful, they  would  be  utterly  subversive  of  the  funda- 
mental principle  of  our  political  system,  resting  as 
it  does  on  a  voluntary  association  of  free  and  inde- 
pendent States.  I  have  been  uniformly  in  favor 
of  the  most  energetic  measures  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  war,  because  1  believed  them  most  likely  to 
bring  it  to  a  close.  In  carrying  our  arms  to  the 
enemy's  capital  and  occupying  his  territory,  I  can 
see  nothing  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice or  the  usages  of  civilized  States.  In  the  pros- 
ecution of  a  war  undertaken  to  procure  a  redress 
of  injuries,  the  territories  or  property  of  an  enemy 
may  be  seized  for  the  express  purpose  of  compel- 
ling him  to  do  justice.  More  may  be  taken  tlian 
would  constitute  a  fair  indemnity  for  actual  inju- 
ries, provided  it  be  done  with  the  intention  of  re- 
storing the  surplus  when  he  shall  consent  to  make 
peace  on  reasonable  tei-ms.  It  is  in  this  spirit,  and 
with  this  intention,  that  my  cooperation  has  been 
given  to  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  We 
have  a  right  to  insist  on  a  fair  boundary;  we  may 
exact  indemnity  for  injuries  ;  we  may  demand  in- 
demnification for  the  expenses  of  the  war,  if  we 
please.  But  here  all  right  ceases;  and  if,  when 
this  is  conceded,  we  have  more  on  our  hands,  we 
are  bound,  on  every  principle  of  law  and  good  con- 
science, to  make  restitution.  It  is  admitted  on  all 
hands  that  Mexico  is  incapable  of  indemnifying  uS 
in  money.  But  she  may  do  so  by  ceding  to  us 
territory  which  is  useless  to  her,  which  she  has 
not  the  ability  to  defend,  and  which  may  be  useful 
to  us.  I  have  always  been  in  favor  of  acquiring 
territory  on  just  terms.  The  acquisition  of  Cali- 
forni'a  has  always  ap]ieared  to  me  very  desirable, 
on  account  of  its  ports  on  the  Pacific.  I  have 
uniformly  voted  for  acquiring  it,  when  the  propo 
sition  has  come  before  us.  I  believe,  on  the  first 
occasion,  I  was  in  a  minority  of  ten  or  eleven. 
My  opinion  is  unchanged.  Indeed,  it  is  confirmed 
by  the  fact,  that  California  has,  by  our  military 
operations,  become  forever  detached  from  Mexico. 
If  it  were  to  be  abandoned  by  us,  its  forty  thou- 
sand inhabitants  would  undoubtedly  establish  an 
independent  government  for  themselves,  and  they 
would  marntnin  it  if  undisturbed  by  foreign  inter- 
ference. I  take  the  actual  condition  of  things  as  I 
find  it,  and  with  an  earnest  desire  to  fulfil  all  the 
obligations  it  devolves  on  us  in  a  spirit  of  juslice 
towards  Mexico  and  towards  the  people  of  Cali- 
fornia. 

I  concur  also  in  what  the  honorable  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  has  said  in  relation  to  the  in- 
fluence of  war  on  our  poliiiral  institutions.  No 
man  can  deplore  it  under  any  circumstances,  more 
than  myself.  Independently  of  the  evils  which  it 
always  brings  in  its  train,  there  are  considerations 
connected  with  our  political  organization  and  the 
nature  of  our  social  progress,  which  render  it 
doubly  pernicious  in  its  tendencies.     The  final  sue- 
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cess  of  the  experiment  we  are  making  in  free  gov- 
ernm.ent  may  depend,  in  some  degree,  on  a  steady 
maintenance  of  the  spirit  of  peace,  in  which  our 
political  system  had  its  origin,  and  in  which  it  has 
thus  far  ieen  administered.  Great  as  is  our  ca- 
pacity for  war,  our  whole  scheme  of  government 
IS  averse  to  it.  The  greatest  possible  economy  in 
expenditure;  the  least  possible  patronage  in  the 
hands  of  the  Executive;  the  smallest  pecuniary 
exactions  from  the  people,  consistent  with  our  ab- 
solute wants;  the  absence  of  all  demands  on  the 
public  treasury,  which  call  for  unusual  contribu- 
tions of  revenue  or  promote  excessive  disburse- 
ments; the  exemption  of  the  country  from  all 
exigencies  which  devolve  on  the  legislative  and 
executive  departments  of  the  government  the  ex- 
ercise of  extraordinary  powers; — these  are  the  con- 
ditions under  which  the  ends  of  our  political  or- 
ganization are  most  lilcely  to  be  fulfilled.  Sir,  none 
of  these  conditions  belong  to  a  state  of  war.  Ex- 
travagant disbursements;  extraordinary  contribu- 
tions of  revenue,  presenter  prospective — present, 
in  augmented  burdens  of  taxation,  prospective,  in 
the  shape  of  loans  and  anticipations  of  income, 
leading  ultimately  to  taxation;  extraordinary  pow- 
ers summarily,  and  sometimes  arbitrarily  exer- 
cised;— these  are  the  inseparable  companions  of 
war;  and  they  are  inimical  to  the  very  genius  of 
our  social  system. 

There  arc  considerations,  which,  in  my  judg- 
ment, render  a  war  with  iMexico  peculiarly  unfor- 
tunate, and  which  justify  all  the  efforts  we  have 
made  to  bring  it  to  an  amicable  termination.  We 
are  mutually  engaged  in  carrying  out  on  this  con- 
tinent the  experiment  of  free  government,  which 
in  all  other  ages  has  proved  abortive.  We  are  try- 
ing it  under  eminently  auspicious  circumstances. 
We  have  no  strong  Governments  around  us,  found- 
ed upon  antagonist  principles,  and  adverse  in  their 
example  and  influence  to  the  success  of  ours.  We 
are  sustained  by  the  faculty  of  popular  representa- 
tion, which  was  unknown,  or  at  least  imperfectly 
known,  to  the  free  states  of  antiquity,  and  by 
force  of  which  we  have  been  enabled  to  carry  out, 
on  geographical  areas  of  indefinite  extent,  an 
organization  which  had  previously  been  deemed 
applicable  only  to  communities  of  limited  popula- 
tion and  territory.  It  is  natural,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, that  the  friends  of  free  government, 
wherever  they  are  to  be  found,  should  turn  to  us 
as  the  last  hope  of  liberal  institutions.  They  look 
to  us  for  examples  of  moderation  and  forbearance 
in  our  intercourse  with  foreign  nations — especially 
those  having  forms  of  government  analogous  to 
our  own — and  for  an  exemption  from  the  evil  pas- 
sions which  have  embroiled  the  countries  of  the  Old 
World,  and  involved  them)  century  after  century, 
■with  brief  intermissions,  in  wars  of  ambition  and 
revenge.  In  asserting  the  superiority  of  our  own 
form  of  government,  the  strength  of  the  argument 
will  be  weakened,  if  we  shall  be  found  no  more 
exempt  than  those,  which  are  less  popular,  from 
strife  and  contention  with  neighboring  States.  Re- 
garding the  success  of  our  institutions  as  affecting 
deeply  the  welfare  of  our  race,  and  vindicating  the 
competency  of  mankind  to  self-government,  I  have 
always  esteemed  it  peculiarly  unfortunate  that  any 
cause  of  alienation  should  have  existed  of  suffi- 
cient magnitude  to  induce  the  two  principal  repub- 
lics of  the  western  hemisphere  to  turn  their  arms 
against  each  other.  The  cause  of  liberal  govern- 
ment is  injured,  and  far  more  deeply  injured,  than 
it  has  been  by  the  dissension  of  the  republics  in 
the  southern  portion  of  the  American  continent. 

These  are  considerations  which  it  were  well  for 
us  always  to  keep  in  view — in  peace,  that  we  may 
not  rush  hastily  into  war;  in  war,  that  we  may 
spare  no  honorable  effort  for  a  restoration  of 
peace. 

There  is  yet  another  consideration  of  a  kindred 
character.  While  the  monarchies  of  Europe  are 
at  peace  with  eacli  other,  and  social  improvement 
is  advancing,  on  the  continent  at  least,  with  unpar- 
alleled rapidity,  almost  the  only  wars  now  waging 
among  neighboring  States  are  between  us  and 
Mexico,  and  between  some  of  the  South  American 
republics.  I  desire,  as  much  as  anyone  can,  to 
see  these  dissentions  composed,  and  to  sec  these 
republican  States  resume  the  fulfilment  of  their 
great  mission  among  the  nations — the  maintenance 
of  the  principles  of  political  liberty,  and  the  culti- 
vation of  the  arts  of  civilization  and  peace. 

In  tlicse  views  I  concur  with  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina.     But  here  1  am  constraiaeu  to 


separate  from  him.     When  we  come  to  practical 
measures,  our  paths  lie  wide  apart. 

It  is  for  the  very  reasons  I  have  just  stated, 
that  I  cannot  assent  to  the  pohcy  he  proposes.  I 
believe  it  calculated  to  prolong  the  war,  not  to 
terminate  it;  to  keep  alive  the  spirit  of  animosity 
which  divides  us  from  iVIexico,  instead  of  restoring 
the  friendly  relations  which  ought  to  exist  between 
us.  I  am  in  favor,  then,  of  standing  as  we  are. 
And,  sir,  if  she  shall  refuse  to  make  peace;  if  we 
must  continue  in  the  occupation  of  her  capital  and 
three-fourths  of  her  territory,  it  may  be  in  the 
order  of  Providence  that  we  shall,  through  this 
very  necessity,  become  the  instruments  of  her  po- 
litical and  social  regeneration.  In  the  party  con- 
flicts which  distract  her,  the  means  may  be  found 
of  consolidating  her  government  on  a  republican 
basis,  of  healing  her  dissensions,  and  of  uniting 
her  to  us  in  bonds  of  friendship  by  an  exercise  of 
magnanimity  and  forbearance  in  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  our  difficulties  with  her.  I  believe  even 
now  something  of  the  salutary  influence  of  our 
presence  in  her  capital  and  principal  sea-ports, 
begins  to  be  felt.  The  abolition  of  transit  duties, 
the  reduction  of  the  impost  on  foreign  articles  of 
necessity  and  convenience,  and  a  fieer  commerce 
among  the  Mexican  States,  may,  if  continued, 
strike  a  fatal  blow  at  the  anti-commercial  system 
by  which  herpeople  have  been  oppressed,  and  the 
internal  abuses  by  which  her  rulers  have  grown 
rich— ^a  system  of  mal-ad ministration  not  even 
equalled  by  that  which  exists  in  old  Spain.  The 
higher  improvement  in  government,  in  the  arts, 
and  in  civilization  under  all  its  forms,  which  dis- 
tinguishes our  own  people,  may,  by  force  of  actual 
contact,  be  communicated  to  the  Mexicans,  and 
lay  the  foundation  of  an  improved  social  order. 
Startling  as  the  reflection  is,  it  is  nevertheless 
true,  that  civilization,  and  even  Christianity,  have 
sometimes  been  propagated  by  arms,  where  they 
would  otherwise  have  been  hopelessly  excluded. 
Thus,  the  very  passions  which  siem  fitted  only  to 
desolate  human  society,  may,  in  the  hands  of 
Providence,  become  the  agents  of  its  advancement. 
Let  us,  then,  hope  and  trust  that  the  contest  in 
which  we  are  engaged  with  a  neighboring  power, 
deplorable  as  we  all  consider  it,  may  be  an  instru- 
ment of  social  and  political  amelioration  to  our 
adversary. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  said,  in  his 
emphatic  language,  that  we  are  "  tied  to  a  corpse. " 
It  is  a  striking  figure,  Mr.  President,  and  partakes 
strongly  of  the  boldness  in  which  the  illustrations 
of  that  distinguished  Senator  are  always  conceived. 
Mexico  is,  indeed,  prostrate — almost  politically 
inanimate,  if  you  please — under  the  oppressions 
which  have  been  heaped  upon  her,  year  after  year, 
by  Unscrupulous  rulers.  But  I  should  be  sorry  to 
believe  her  beyond  the  power  of  resuscitRtion, 
even  by  human  means.  I  do  not  expect,  as  our 
contact  with  her  becomes  more  intimate,  to  see 
her,  like  the  dead  body  touched  by  the  bones  of 
the  prophet,  spring,  at  a  single  bound,  to  life  and 
strength.  But  I  hope  to  see  her — possibly  through 
our  instrumentality — freed  from  the  despotic  sway 
of  her  military  rulers,  and  rising,  by  sure  degrees, 
to  the  national  importance  I  wish  her  to  possess — 
order  and  tranquillity  first,  next  social  improve- 
ment and  stable  government,  and  at  last  an  honor- 
able rank  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  I  con- 
template no  direct  interference  with  her  govern- 
ment— no  permanent  system  of  protection  to  be 
exercised  over  it — no  alliance  with  her  beyond 
what  may  be  necessary  to  secure  to  us  the  objects 
of  peace.  But  I  do  contemplate  a  treaty,  stipulat- 
ing for  commercial  arrangements,  for  protection 
and  security  to  our  own  citizens  in  their  future  in- 
tercourse with  her,  and  no  withdrawal  of  our  forces 
without  it,  at  least  until  all  chance  of  obtaining 
one  shall  prove  hopeless.  If  we  were  to  retire 
now,  all  commerce  between  her  and  us  would  cease 
and  be  transferred  to  our  rivals,  our  frontier  would 
be  a  line  of  war,  not  a  boundary  between  peaceful 
neighbors;  and  unless  the  tide  of  conquest  should 
be  poured  back  upon  her  under  the  provocations 
such  a  condition  of  our  relations  would  almost  ne- 
cessarily superinduce,  no  citizen  of  the  United 
States  could  be  expected,  for  years  to  come,  to  plant 
his  foot  on  Mexican  soil.  War  dissolves  the 
political  and  commercial  relations  of  independent 
States,  so  far  as  they  rest  upon  voluntary  agree- 
ment. It  is  only  by  a  treaty  of  peace  that  they  can 
be  revived,  or  new  relations  be  substituted  for  the 
old. 


Mr.  President,  advocating  as  I  do  the  occupa- 
tion of  Mexico  until  she   shall  consent  to  make 
peace,  it  may  be  incumbent  on  me  to  state  in  what 
manner  I  think  it  can  best  be  maintained.     And 
here  I  must  say,  I  think  the  estimates  of  the  effect- 
ive force  in  the  field  have  been  greatly  overstated. 
I  propose  no  specific  plan  for  adoption.     I  leave 
all  practical   measures  in   the  hands  of  those   to    . 
whom  they  belong.     I  only  purpose  to  state  what 
suggests  itself  to  my  mind,  as  advisable.     I  think 
we  should    find   it  most   advantageous  to  remain 
much  as  we  are,  excepting  to  occupy  such  ports 
on  the  Pacific  as  our  fleet  may  reduce  and  maintain 
as  commercial  avenues  to  the  interior.     It  may, 
however,  become  necessary  to  occupy  San  Luis 
Potosi   and    Zacateoas   for   the    protection  of  the 
mining  operations  in  those  States,  and  the  agricul- 
tural districts  near  the  city  of  Mexico,  to  command 
supplies  for  the  army.     I  should  consider  an  army 
of  twenty-five  thousand  well-disciplined,  effective 
men,  the  smallest  number  adequate  to  the  purpose 
of  maintaining  positions,  keeping  open  communi- 
cations from  the  coast  to  the  interior,  and  dispers- 
ing the   enemy's    troops  if  they  shall  be   reem- 
bodied;  but  in  order  to  keep  up  such  a  force,  we 
should  require  a  nominal  organization  of  at  least 
forty  thousand  men,  with  full  thirty  thousand  un- 
der pay.     Without  the  general  staff,  the  twenty- 
five  regiments  of  regulars  now  in  service,  and  the 
ten  new  regiments  proposed  by  the  bill,  will  con- 
stitute such    a   force;   and    when    the  latter  shall 
be  raised  and   brought  into  the  field,  a  portion  of 
the  volunteers   may  be  discharged,  if  it  shall   be 
found  prudent  to  do  so.     Many  of  the  regiments 
are  greatly  reduced  in  numbers,  and,  as  I  under- 
stand, are  anxious  to  return  home.     I  doubt  now 
whether  there  are  more  than  twenty-five  thousand 
effective  men  in  all  Mexico,  though  the  rolls  show 
over  forty  thousand.       [General  Cass,  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affair^,  here  said, 
the  Adjutant  General  was  of  opinion  that  tiiey  did 
not  exceed  twenty-four  thousand.]     Some  of  the 
returns,  on  which  the  Adjutant  General's  report  ia 
founded,  are  of  as  early  a  date  as  August  last.     It 
will  be  recollected  that  last   summer,  when  there 
was   great   anxiety  in  relation    to   General   Scott, 
statements  of  the  number  of  his  troops  were  pub- 
lished here.    They  were  founded  on  the  returns  in 
the  Adjutant  General's  office — and  in  his  official 
report  of  the   battles    before   the  city  of  Mexico, 
General  Scott  complained  that  his  force  had  been 
greatly  overstated.     He  said  it  had  been  "  trebled'' 
in  these  returns,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  and  that  the 
army  had  been  "disgusted'.'  by  the  exaggeration. 
The  returns  of  the  army  now  should,  in  like  man- 
ner, be  subjected  to  great  deductions   in   order  to 
obtain  the  real  effective  force.      If  the  ten  regiments 
proposed  by  the  bill  are  authorized,  months  will 
be  required  to  raise  them;  they  will  not  probably, 
as  the  chairman  of  the   Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  has  stated,  give  many  more   than   seven 
thousand  men,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  army  will 
become  constantly  diminished  by  the  casualties  of 
service.     For  these  reasons,  and  for  those  given — 
and  so  ably  given — some  days  since  by  my  honora- 
ble friend  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Davis,]  I  support 
the  bill.     I  support  it  for  another  reason,  which 
has  governed  me  from  the  commencement  of  the 
war:   to  place  at  the  control  of  the  Executive  the 
men  and  means  deemed   necessary  to  bring  it  to 
an  honorable  termination. 

As  hostilities  are  now  suspended,  the  chief  prov- 
ince of  the  army  will  be  to  maintain  internal  tran- 
quillity, support  the  civil  authorities  in  tlie  execu- 
tion of  the  laws,  to  free  the  country  from  the  robber 
and  guerrilla  bands  by  which  it  is  infested,  and  sub- 
serve the  great  purposes  of  government  by  afford- 
ing security  to  liberty,  property,  and  life — a  security 
the  Mexicans  have  not  often  fully  enjoyed.  The 
very  exercise  of  these  beneficent  agencies  will  tend 
to  disarm  hostility  towards  us  with  the  thinking 
portion  of  the  population.  It  will  place  our  armies 
in  a  most  favorable  contrast  with  hers,  which  have 
been  scourges  rather  than  protectors  to  their  own 
countrymen.  I  would,  if  possible,  have  no  more 
bloodshed.  I  would  make  our  armies  the  protect- 
ors, not  the  enemies  of  the  Mexican  peo|ile,  and 
render  them  subservient  to  theei-adication  of  abuses 
and  to  the  institution  of  a  better  civil  administra- 
tion, under  Mexican  magistrates,  abstaining  (roni 
all  interference  with  the  frame  of  the  govermnent, 
and  changing  in  its  action  only  what,  by  universal 
consent,  requires  to  be  changed.  If  this  course 
were  to  be  adopted  and  steadily  pursued,  I  should 
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earnestly  hope  its  effect  would  be,  at  no  distant 
time,  to  make  the  capital,  under  our  protection, 
the  centre  of  an  influence  which  would  lead  to  the 
reestablishment  of  the  federative  system  on  a  du- 
rable basis,  and  give  to  that  distracted  country  the 
settled  order  which  is  alone  necessary  to  make  her 
happy  and  prosperous. 

To  abandon  the  city  of  Mexico  would,  I  fear, 
put  an  end  to  all  these  prospects  and  hopes.  That 
city  is  the  political  as  well  as  the  financial  centre 
of  the  Republic.  It  is  there  governments  have  been 
instituted  and  deposed,  armies  levied,  revenue  sys- 
tems devised  and  earned  into  execution.  So  long 
as  we  hold  it  and  control  the  adjoining  districts,  1 
believe  nothing  but  imprudence  or  mismanagement 
can  raise  up  a  formidable  opposition  to  us.  If  we 
abandon  it,  all  the  resources  of  the  country,  which 
it  commands,  will  again  be  at  the  control  of  its 
rulers,  to  be  employed  against  us  in  the  renewal 
of  active  hostilities.  Before  it  was  captured,  en- 
ergetic movements  seemed  to  me  our  true  policy. 
Now  that  it  is  in  our  undisputed  possession,  our  1 
leadins:  object  should  be  to  introduce  better  com- 
mercial and  financial  systems,  and  let  them  work 
out  under  our  protection  their  legitimate  results. 

Great  qualities  are  necessary  in  him  who  is 
charged  with  the  execution  of  these  delicate  and 
res|ionsible  functions.  He  should  have  prudence, 
self-control,  a  knowledge  of  civil  affairs,  of  the 
country,  of  the  people,  and  their  character,  and,  if 
pos-sible,  their  language.  Established  institutions, 
existing  usages,  sometimes  prejudices,  even,  must 
be  respected.  Some  of  the  most  disastrous  re- 
verses which  have  befallen  armies  of  occupation, 
have  had  their  origin  in  violations  of  the  prevailing 
customs  and  feelings  of  the  people.  To  avoid  this 
fatal  error,  everything  depends  on  the  discretion 
and  wisdom  of  the  directing  authority. 

It  may  be,  that  all  reasonable  expectations  will 
be  disappointed;  that  the  hostility  of  Mexico  will 
prove  unappeasable;  that  she  will  prefer  the  politi- 
cal disorganization,  which  now  exists,  to  an  ami- 
cable arrangement  with  us.  If  so,  circumstances 
must  dictate  the  course  to  be  pursued  when  this 
conviction  shall  be  forced  on  us.  But,  sir,  let  us 
not  adopt  such  a  conclusion  hastily.  Let  us  rely 
oil  the  influence  of  more  rational  motives  to  give 
us  peace. 

And  now,  sir,  I  submit  whether  this  course  had 
not  better  be  pursued  for  a  while,  if  I  am  right  in 
supposing  the  temporary  occupation  of  Mexico, 
under  discreet  ofiiicers,  may  lead  to  a  stable  peace, 
rather  than  to  withdraw  our  forces,  and  leave  the 
adjustment  of  difficultjes  to  the  uncertain  chance 
of  a  restoration  of  a  responsible  government,  to  be 
terminated  at  last,  perhaps,  by  the  renewed  arbit- 
rement  of  arms. 

I  have  thus  stated  with  frankness  the  views  I  en- 
tertain in  respect  to  the  future  conduct  of  the  war. 
Notwithstanding  the  anxious  consideration  I  have 
given  to  the  subject,  they  may  be  erroneous.  It  is 
a  question  of  great  difficulty,  on  which  differences 
of  opinion  may  well  exist,  and  on  which  a  mis- 
taken course  of  policy  may  lead  to  the  most  un- 
pleasant consequences.  Whatever  faith  I  may 
entertain  in  the  soundness  of  the  opinions  I  liave 
advaticed,  I  certainly  should  have  more  if  they 
were  not  totally  at  variance  with  those  of  gentle- 
men possessing,  from  longer  experience,  much 
higiier  claims  than  myself  to  public  confidence. 
But  1  have  not  on  this  account  thought  proper  to 
withhold  them,  knowing,  as  we  do,  that,  from  the 
very  contrariety  and  conflict  of  thought  and  con- 
viction, valuable  deductions  may  sometimes  be 
drawn. 

Mr.  President,  I  feel  that  I  have  already  tres- 
passed too  long  on  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate;  but 
1  am  unwilling  to  close  without  asking  its  attention 
for  a  very  few  moments  to  some  considerations 
connected  with  our  future  growth  and  progress, 
and  witii  the  influence  we  must,  in  spite  of  our- 
selves, exert  over  tiie  destinies  of  Mexico.  They 
are  no  new  opinions  :  they  have  been  expressed 
years  ago,  both  in  public  and  [jrivate. 

Sir,  no  one  who  has  paid  a  moderate  degree  of 
attention  lo  the  law.s  and  elements  of  our  increase, 
can  doubt  that  our  population  is  destined  to  spread 
itself  across  the  American  continent,  filling  up, 
with  more  or  less  completeness,  according  to  at- 
tractions of  soil  and  climate,  the  space  that  inler- 
veriea  between  the  Atlantic  and  i'acific  oceans. 
This  eventual,  and,  perhaps,  in  the  order  of  time, 
this  not  very  distant  extension  of  our  settlements 
Qver  a  tract  of  country,  with  a  diameter,  as  we  go 


westward,  greatly  disproportioned  to  its  length, 
becomes  a  subject  of  the  highest  interest  to  us.  On 
the  whole  extent  of  our  northern  flank,  from  New 
Brunswick  to  the  point  where  the  northern  bound- 
ary of  Oregon  touches  the  Pacific,  we  are  in  con- 
tact with  British  colonists,  having,  for  the  most 
part,  the  same  common  origin  with  ourselves,  but 
controlled  and  moulded  by  political  influences  from 
the  Eastern  liemisphere,  if  not  adverse,  certainly 
not  decidedly  friendly  to  us.  The  strongest  tie 
which  can  be  relied  on  to  bind  us  to  mutual  ofiices 
of  friendship  and  good  neighborhood,  is  that  of 
commerce;  and  this,  as  we  know,  is  apt  to  run 
into  rivalry,  and  sometimes  becomes  a  fruitful 
source  of  alienation. 

From  our  northern  boundary,  we  turn  to  our 
southern.  What  races  are  to  border  on  us  here, 
what  is  to  be  their  social  and  political  character, 
and  what  their  means  of  annoyance.'  Are  our 
two  frontiers,  OJily  seven  parallels  of  latitude  apart 
when  we  pass  Texas,  to  be  flanked  by  settlements 
having  no  common  bond  of  union  with  ours.'  Our 
whole  southern  line  is  conterminous,  throughout  its 
whole  extent,  with  the  territories  of  Mexico,  a 
large  portion  of  which  is  nearly  unpopulated.  The 
geographical  area  of  Mexico  is  about  1,700,000 
square  miles,  and  her  population  something  more 
than  7,000,000  souls.  The  whole  northern  and 
central  portion,  taking  the  26lh  parallel  of  lati- 
tude as  the  dividing  line,  containing  more  than 
1,200,000  square  miles,  has  about  750,000  inhab- 
itants— about  two  inhabitants  to  three  square  miles. 
The  southern  portion,  with  less  than  500,000  square 
miles,  has  a  population  of  about  six  and  a  half 
millions  of  souls,  or  thirteen  inhabitants  to  one 
square  mile.  The  aboriginal  races,  which  occupy 
and  overrun  a  portion  of  California  and  New  Mex- 
ico, must  there,  as  everywhere  else,  give  way  be- 
fore the  advancing  wave  of  civilization,  either  to  be 
overwhelmed  by  it,  or  to  be  driven  upon  perpetu- 
ally constructingareas,  where,  from  a  diminution  of 
their  accustomed  sources  of  subsistence,  they  must 
ultimately  become  extinct  by  force  of  an  invincible 
law.  We  see  the  operation  of  this  law  in  every 
portion  of  this  continent.  We  have  no  power  to 
control  it,  if  we  would.  It  is  the  behest  of  Provi- 
dence that  idleness,  and  ignorance,  and  barbarism, 
shall  give  place  to  industry,  and  knowledge,  and 
civilization.  The  European  and  mixed  races, 
which  possess  Mexico,  are  not  likely,  either  from 
moral  or  physical  energy,  to  become  formidable 
rivals  or  enemies.  The  bold  and  courageous  en- 
terprise which  overran  and  conquered  Mexico, 
appears  not  to  have  descended  to  the  present  pos- 
sessors of  the  soil.  Either  from  the  influence  of 
climate  or  the  admixture  of  races — the  fusion  of 
castes,  to  use  the  technical  phrase — the  conquer- 
ors have,  in  turn,  become  the  conquered.  The 
ancient  Lastilian  energy  is,  in  a  great  degree,  sub- 
dued; and  ithas  given  place,  with  many  other  noble 
traits  of  the  Spanish  character,  to  a  peculiarity 
which  seems  to  have  marked  the  race  in  that  coun- 
try, under  whatever  combinations  it  is  found — a 
proneness  to  civil  discord,  and  a  suicidal  waste  of 
Its  own  strength. 

With  such  a  territory  and  such  a  people  on  our 
southern  border,  what  is  to  be  tlie  inevitable 
course  of  empire  .'  It  needs  no  powers  of  prophecy 
to  foretell.  Sir,  I  desire  to  speak  plainly:  wliy 
should  we  not,  when  we  are  discussing  the  opera- 
tion of  moral  and  physical  laws,  which  are  beyond 
our  control .''  As  our  population  moves  westward 
on  our  own  territory,  portions  will  cross  our  south- 
ern boundary.  Settlements  will  be  formed  within 
the  unoccupied  and  sparsely-peopled  territory  of 
Mexico.  Uncongenial  habits  and  tastes,  difler- 
ences  of  political  opinion  and  principle,  and  num- 
berless other  elements  of  diversity  will  lead  to  a 
separation  of  these  newly-formed  societies  from 
the  ineificient  government  of  Mexico.  They  will 
not  endure  to  be  held  in  subjection  to  a  system, 
which  neither  yields  them  protection  nor  oflers 
any  incentive  to  their  proper  development  and 
growth.  They  will  form  independent  States  on 
the  basis  of  constitutions  identical  in  all  their  lead- 
ing features  with  our  own;  and  they  will  naturally 
seek  to  unite  their  fortunes  to  ours.  The  fate  of 
California  is  already  sealed:  it  can  never  be  re- 
united to  Mexico.  The  rjperalion  of  the  great 
causes,  to  which  I  have  alluded,  must,  at  no  dis- 
tant day,  detach  the  whole  of  northern  Mexico 
from  the  southern  ])ortion  of  that  republic.  It  is 
for  the  very  reason  that  she  is  incajwble  of  de- 
fending her  possessions  against  the  elements  of 


disorder  within  and  the  progress  of  better  influences 
from  without,  that  I  desire  to  see  the  inevitable 
political  change  which  is  to  be  wrought  in  the 
condition  of  her  northern  departments,  brought 
about  without  any  improper  interference  on  our 
part.  1  do  not  speak  of  our  military  movements. 
I  refer  to  the  time  when  our  difficulties  with  her 
shall  be  healed,  and  when  she  shall  be  left  to 
the  operation  of  pacific  influences  —silent,  but  more 
powerful  than  the  arm  of  force.  For  the  reason 
that  she  is  defencelsss,  if  for  no  other,  I  should  be 
opposed  to  all  schemes  of  conquest.  Acquisition 
by  force  is  the  vice  of  arbitrary  governments.  I 
desire  never  to  see  it  the  reproach  of  ours.  For 
the  sake  of  the  national  honor,  as  well  as  the  per- 
manency of  our  political  institutions,  I  desire  not 
to  see  it.  The  extension  of  free  government  on 
this  continent  can  only  be  arrested,  if  arrested  at 
all,  by  substituting  war  for  the  arts  of  peace. 
Leave  it  to  itself,  and  nothing  can  prevent  the 
progress  of  our  population  across  the  continent. 
Mr.  Jefferson,  with  his  prophetic  forecast,  foretold 
this  result  forty  years  ago.  He  prophesied  the 
peaceful  progress  of  our  people  to  the  Pacific.  He 
foresaw  them  forming  new  settlements,  and,  when 
strong  enough  to  maintain  themselves,  organizing 
independent  societies  and  governing  themselves  by 
constitutions  and  laws  analagous  to  our  own.  It 
is  true,  he  believed  the  area  of  freedom  might  be_ 
enlarged,  advantageously  to  ourselves  and  others, 
without  extending  to  the  same  broad  limits  the 
area  of  our  jurisdiction.  It  was  the  progress  and 
the  triumph  of  great  principles  of  political  right,  to 
which  his  philosophical  mind  instinctively  turned 
as  to  the  legitimate  aim  and  boundary  of  our  am- 
bition and  desires.  Since  his  day  the  public  mind 
in  this  country  has  greatly  outrun  his  anticipations 
of  our  progress.  It  looks  to  the  extension  of  our 
Constitution  and  laws  over  regions  which  were 
formerly  considered  beyond  our  reach  as  integral 
portions  of  the  same  system  of  government.  Mod- 
ern improvements  have  given  great  strength  to  this 
prevailing  sentiment.  It  is  possible  by  steam 
power,  if  we  can  succeed  in  making  the  proper  ap- 
plication of  it,  over  so  broad  a  surface,  to  reach 
the  Pacific  ocean  from  Lake  Michigan,  or  the  Mis- 
sissippi, in  eight  or  nine  days — a  period  of  time 
less  than  that  which  was  required  to  travel  from 
Boston  to  Philadelphia,  when  the  Congress  of  the 
American  colonies  first  assembled  in  the  latter  city. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  extension  of  our 
political  boundary  so  as  to  embrace  all  territory  we 
may  justly  call  our  own,  seems  no  longer  to  be 
considered  a  questionable  policy.  If  other  dis- 
tricts, not  now  within  the  territories  of  the  Union, 
shall  found  indejiendent  governments,  and  shall 
desire  to  unite  themselves  tons  on  terms  mutually 
acceptable,  it  is  a  question  which  concerns  only 
them  and  us,  and  in  which  no  stranger  can  be  per- 
mitted to  intrude.  When  the  time  comes  for  the 
settlement  of  any  such  questions,  they  will  doubt- 
less be  considered  with  all  the  solemnity  which 
belongs  to  propositions  involving  the  public  wel- 
fare. To  those  with  whom  the  decision  belongs 
let  us  leave  them,  with  the  assurance  that  the  wis- 
dom which  has  governed  and  guided  us  so  long, 
will  still  point  out  to  us  the  path  of  liberty,  tran- 
quillity and  safety. 

One  position  we  have  assurned,  and  I  trust  it 
will  be  maintained  with  inflexible  firmness — that 
no  Power  beyond  this  continent  can  be  permitted 
to  interfere  with  our  progress,  so  long  as  there  is 
on  our  part  no  violation  of  its  own  rights.  I  would 
resist,  at  the  outset,  as  matter  of  the  gravest 
offence,  all  indications  of  such  interference.  If  the 
abstract  right  could  be  asset  ted  on  grounds  of  in- 
ternational law,  there  has  been  nothing  in  the 
nature  of  our  extension,  or  the  means  by  which  it 
has  been  accomplished,  to  warrant  its  application 
to  us.  From  the  formation  of  our  Government, 
for  nearly  three-quaiters  of  a  century,  military 
power — brute  force — has  had  no  agency  in  the  con- 
quests we  have  achieved.  We  have  overrun  no 
provinces  or  countries  abounding  in  wealth.  Our 
capital  has  witnessed  no  triumphal  entries  of  re- 
turning armies,  bearing  with  them  the  spoils  and 
trophies  of  conquest.  Our  ships  have  not  been 
seen  returning  from  subjugated  districts,  freighted 
with  the  tributes  of  an  extended  commerce.  In 
the  extension  of  our  commercial  intercourse,  we 
have  not,  like  our  Anglo-Saxon  mother,  been  seen 
hewing  down  with  tlie  sword,  with  unrelenting' 
and  •remorseless  determination,  every  obstacle 
which  opposed  itself  to  her  progress.     Our  career 
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thus  far  has  been  stained  by  no  sucli  companion- 
ship with  evil.  Our  conquests  have  been  the  peace- 
ful achievements  of  enterprise  and  industry — the 
one  leading  the  vi^ay  into  the  wilderness,  the  other 
following  and  completing  the  acquisition  by  the 
formal  symbols  of  occupancy  and  possession. 
They  have  looked  to  no  objects  beyond  the  con- 
version of  uninhabited  wilds  into  abodes  of  civili- 
-zation  and  freedom.  Their  only  arms  were  the 
axe  and  the  ploughshare.  The  accumultftions  of 
wealth  they  have  brought  were  all  extracted  from  the 
bosom  of  theearth  by  theunoflending  hand  of  labor. 
If,  in  the  progress  of  our  people  westward ,  they  shall 
occupy  territories  not  our  own, but  to  become  ours 
by  amicable  arrangements  with  the  governments 
to  which  they  belong,  which  of  the  nations  of  the 
earth  shall  venture  to  stand  forth,  in  the  face  of 
the  civilized  world,  and  call  on  us  to  pause  in  this 
great  work  of  human  improvement?  It  is  as  much 
the  interest  of  Europe  as  it  is  ours,  that  we  should 
be  permitted  to  follow  undisturbed  tlie  jmth  which, 
in  the  allotment  of  national  fortunes,  we  seem  ap- 
pointed to  tread.  Our  country  has  long  been  a 
refuge  for  those  who  desire  a  larger  liberty  than 
they  enjoy  under  their  own  rulers.  It  is  an  outlet 
for  the  political  disaffection  of  the  Old  World — 
for  social  elements  which  might  there  have  be- 
come sources  of  agitation,  but  which  are  here  si- 
lently and  tranquilly  incorporated  into  our  system, 
ceasing  to  be  principles  of  disturbance  as  they  at- 
tain the  greater  freedom,  which  was  t'se  object  of 
their  separation  from  less  congenial  combinations 
in  other  quarters  of  the  globe.  Nay,  more:  it  is 
into  the  vast  reservoir  of  the  western  wilderness, 
teeming  with  fruitfulness  and  fertility,  that  Europe 
is  constantly  pouring,  under  our  protection,  her 
human  surplusses,  unable  to  draw  from  her  own 
bosom  the  elements  of  their  support  and  repro- 
duction. She  is  literally  going  along  with  us  in 
our  march  to  prosperity  and  pov/er,  to  share  with 
us  its  triumphs  and  its  fruits.  Happily,  this  con- 
tinent is  not  a  legitimate  theatre  for  the  politi- 
cal arrangements  of  the  sovereigns  of  the  eastern 
hemisphere.  Their  armies  may  range,  undis- 
turbed by  us,  over  the  plains  of  Europe,  Asia, 
and  Africa,  dethroning  monarchs,  partitioning 
kingdoms,  and  subverting  republics,  as  interest  ov 
caprice  may  dictate.  But  political  justice  demands 
that  in  one  quarter  of  the  globe  self-government, 
freedom,  the  arts  of  peace,  shall  be  permitted  to 
work  out,  unmolested,  the  great  purposes  of  hu- 
man civilization. 

Mr.  President,  I  trust  there  will  be  nothing  in 
the  final  adjustment  of  our  difficulties  with  Mexico 
to  impair,  in  any  degree,  the  moral  of  our  example 
in  the  past.  Our  course,  heretofore,  has  been  one 
of  perpetual  exertion  to  bring  about  an  amicable 
arrangement  with  her.  I  trust  Vv^e  shall  persevere 
in  the  same  course  of  conduct,  whatever  unwilling- 
ness she  may  exhibit  to  come  to  terms.  Enter- 
taining the  opinions  which  I  have  expressed,  I 
naturally  feel  a  deep  solicitude,  as  an  American 
citizen,  that  our  public  conduct  should  comport 
with  the  dignity  of  the  part  we  seem  destined  to 
perform  in  the  great  drama  of  international  politics. 
I  desire  to  see  our  good  name  unsullied,  and  the 
character  we  have  gained  for  moderation,  justice, 
and  scrupulousness  in  the  discharge  of  our  na- 
tional obligations,  maintained  unimpaired.  In 
these,  let  us  be  assured,  ourgreat  strength  consists; 
for  it  is  these  which  make  us  strong  in  the  opinion 
of  mankind. 

In  what  I  have  said  concerning  the  progress  of 
our  people  over  the  unpopulated  regions  west  of 
us,  and  in  respect  to  our  responsibilities  as  a  nation, 
I  trust  I  shall  havf  incurred  no  imputation  of  in- 
consistency. On  the  contrary,  I  trust  I  shall  be 
considered  consistent  in  all  I  have  said.  I  retJ-ard 
our  extension,  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  fore- 
shadow it,  to  be  the  inevitable  result  of  causes  the 
operation  of  which  it  is  not  in  our  power  to  arrest. 
At  the  same  time,  I  hold  it  to  be  our  sacred  duly 
to  see  that  it  is  not  encouraged  or  promoted  by 
improper  means.  While  1  should  consider  it  the 
part  of  weakness  to  shrink  i^om  extension,  under 
the  apprehension  that  it  might  bring  with  it  the 
elements  of  discord  and  disunion,  as  our  political 
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boundaries  are  enlarged,  I  should  hold  it  to  be  the 
part  of  folly  and  dishonor  to  attempt  to  accelerate  it 
by  agencies  incompatible  with  our  obligations  to 
other  nations.  It  is  the  dictate  of  v/isdom  and  of 
duty  to  submit  ourselves  to  the  operation  of  the 
great  causes  which  are  at  work,  and  which  will 
work  on  in  spite  of  us,  in  carrying  civilization  and 
freedom  across  the  American  continent. 

In  advocating  a  continued  occupation  of  the 
cities  and  territory  we  have  acquired  in  Mexico, 
until  she  shall  assent  to  reasonable  terms  of  peace, 
I  trust  also  that  I  shall  be  deemed  consistent  with 
ntyself.  Deprecating  war  as  the  greatest  of  ca- 
lamities, especially  for  us,  I  desire  to  see  this  war 
brought  to  a  close  at  the  earliest  practicable  day. 
I  am  in  favor  of  whatever  measures  are  most  hkely 
to  accomplish  this  desirable  end.  I  am  opposed 
to  an  abandoment  of  our  position: 

1st.  Because  I  believe  it  would  open  a  field  of  do- 
mestic dissension  in  Mexico,  which  might  be  fatal 
to  her  existence  as  an  independent  state  or  make 
her  take  refuge  in  the  arms  of  despotism; 

2d.  Because  it  might  lead  to  external  interference 
in  her  affairs  of  the  most  dangerous  tendency  both 
to  her  and  us;  and 

3d.  Because  I  fear  that  we  should  only  gain  a 
temporary  suspension  of  hostilities,  to  be  renewed 
under  great  disadvantages  to  us,  and  with  every 
prospect  of  a  longer  and  more  sanguinary  con- 
test. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  this  last  consideration,  which 
weighs  most  heavily  upon  my  own  mind.  I  hold 
it  to  be  indispensable  to  the  public  welfare,  under 
all  its  aspects,  that  we  should  have,  at  the  termi- 
nation of  this  contest,  a  solid  and  stable  peace. 
Unpromising  as  the  condition  of  things  seems  at 
the  present  moment,  my  hope  still  is,  that  firmness 
tempered  with  prudence,  will  give  us,  not  a  mere 
outward  pacification  with  secret  irritation  rankling 
within,  but  substantial  concord  and  friendship, 
which  shall  leave  no  wound  unhealed.  And,  sir, 
we  should  be  satisfied  with  nothing  short  of  an 
accommodation  of  differences  which  will  enable 
the  country  with  confidence  to  lay  aside  its  armor, 
and  to  resume  the  peaceful  pursuits  to  which,  by 
the  inexorable  \a.\v  of  our  condition,  we  must  look 
for  prosperity  and  safety. 

My  advice,  then,  (if  I  may  presume  to  advise,) 
is,  to  stand  firm,  holding  ourselves  ready  at  all 
times  to  make  a  peace,  and  carrying  into  our  nego- 
tiations for  that  purpose  a  determination  to  cement 
a  future  good  understanding  with  our  adversary, 
by  an  adjustment  of  our  differences  on  terms  of 
justice,  moderation,  and  magnanimity. 

Mr.  Dix  having  concluded, 

Mr.  PHELPS  indicated  a  wish  to  address  the 
Senate;  but  the  hour  being  late, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  January  27,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read  and 
approved — 

Mr.  BOYDON  rose  and  asked  leave  to  make  a 
personal  explanation. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  no  remarks  were  in 
order  except  by  the  general  consent  of  the  House. 

No  objection  being  made — 

Mr.  BOYDON  proceeded  to  state,  that  he  found 
in  the  report  of  the  "  Union"  of  what  took  place 
in  the  House  yesterday,  when  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Heni.ey]  was  speaking,  a  statement 
representing  him  (Mr.  B.)  as  having  said  that  he 
never  had  heard  the  least  complaint  against  the 
appointments,  by  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina, 
of  the  officers  of  the  i-egiment  raised  in  that  State. 
He  did  not  complain,  or  insinuate  that  there  was 
any  intention  on  the  part  of  l.he  reporters  to  mis- 
represent what  he  said.  So  far  from  that,  he  had 
been  surprised  at  the  general  accuracy  with  which 
the  reporters  of  the  House  were  able  to  give  what 
was  said  here  ;  for,  for  his  part,  he  could  not  hear 
one-tenth  of  what  was  said  in  any  portion  of  the 
House.  I'ut  he  desired  to  correct  the  statement 
in  this  particular:  as  it  now  stood,  it  left  him  in 
tlie  position  of  being  totally  ijjnorant  of  what  had 


been  said  in  North  Carolina  on  the  subject,  or  of 
wilfully  misrepresenting  the  facts. 

What  he  intended  to  say,  and  what  he  supposed 
he  did  say,  was,  that  he  thought  at  this  time  there 
was  no  dissatisfaction  at  the  appointments  made, 
except  among  a  k\v  Democrats — a  .small  portion 
of  the  Democratic  party — at  this  time;  and  he  said 
this,  because  there  had  recently  been  published  a 
communication  of  General  Taylor,  speaking  in  the 
very  highest  terms  of  our  (North  Carolina's)  offi- 
cers, and  also  a  letter  from  General  V/ool  to  Mr. 
Badger,  one  of  the  Senators  from  that  State,  in 
which  he  spoke  in  terms  of  the  most  exalted  com- 
mendation of  the  soldiers,  and  especially  of  the 
officers,  of  the  North  Carolina  regiment;  and  he 
supposed,  from  these  publications,  and  from  the 
publications  of  several  Democratic  soldiers  in  that 
regiment,  that  everybody  was  now  satisfied.  But 
he  was  free  to  say  that  the  complaints  had  been  loud 
and  bitter  among  the  Democratic  party  throughout 
the  State;  and  by  no  means  did  he  wish  to  be  un- 
derstood as  having  denied  his  knowledge  of  that 
fact. 

While  on  the  floor,  he  should  like  to  correct  one 
statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Henley,]  in  which  he  charged  the  Governor  of 
North  Carolina  with  refusing  to  give  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  officers  to  the  soldiers  in  that  regiment. 
So  far  from  that  being  the  fact,  the  Legislature  of 
North  Carolina,  upon  the  recommendation  of  this 
very  V/hig  Governor,  passed  an  act  to  its  final 
reading,  giving  the  appointment  of  these  very  offi- 
cers to  the  soldiers;  and  on  the  motion  of  one  of 
the  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party,  the  passage 
of  the  bill  was  reconsidered,  and  the  appointment 
of  these  officers  was  given  to  the  Governor,  on  the 
ground  that  there  was  not  time  for  the  regimenf.  to 
organize  and  elect  their  own  officers  in  time  to  be 
ready  to  leave  for  the  service;  but,  at  the  same 
time,  that  very  Legislature  passed  a  law  giving 
the  appointment  of  the  officers  to  the  men  in  any 
regiments  that  might  hereafter  be  raised  in  that 
State. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  reported  bills  for  the  relief 
of  Archibald  Bull  and  Lemuel  S.  Finch;  for  the 
relief  of  B.  0.  Tayloe  ;  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  David  Gardner,  of  Southborough, 
Massachusetts  ;  and  for  the  relief  of  Medford  Caf- 
fey;  which  several  bills  were  read  and  committed. 
Also,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Darby.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  after  having 
made  a  few  explanatory  remarks,  reported  back 
to  the  House  from  the  Committee  of  Claims  the 
resolution  which  had  been  recommitted  to  that 
committee  some  days  since,  authorizing  the  Clerk 
of  the  House  to  employ  a  suitable  person  to  com- 
pile from  the  Journals  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  alphabetical  order,  a  list  of  all  the  private 
claims  that  have  been  presented  to  Congress,  from 
the  fourteenth  Congress  to  the  twent3f-ninth  Con- 
gress, inclusive,  showing  the  action  of  Congress 
thereon,  whether  partial  or  full,  the  nature  and 
object  of  each  claim,  (^c. 

After  some  debate,  participated  in  by  Messrs. 
EVANS  of  Maryland,  ROCKWELL  of  Con- 
necticut, ROCKWELL  of  Massachusetts,  and 
SMITH  of  Illinois- 
Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  moved  that  the  whole 
subject  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts, 
v,^ith  instructions  to  call  Mr.  Simon  Bi-own  and  Mr. 
Jaincs  Young  before  them,  with  a  view  to  ascer- 
tain and  report  to  this  House  the  jirobable  cost  of 
the  work. 

The  debate  was  resumed,  and  continued  by 
Messrs.  POLLOCK,  ROCKWELL  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  COBB  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  COBB  then  move'd  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 
table.  Decided  in  the  negative:  Ayes  (i7,  noes  SO. 
After  some  general  remarks  by  Mr.  HENLEY 
and  Mr.  HOIJSTON,  of  Delaware- 
Mr.  EVANS,  of  Marylnnd, moved  the  previous 
question,  which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  ques- 
tion ordered. 
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Mr.  COBB,  ofOeorgia,  again  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table";  on  which  motion  he  also 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  wliich  were  taken,  and 
resulted  as'  toUows:  Yeas  86,  nays  97. 

Tlie  House  lelusing  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table —  •  ■ 

The  question  was  put  on  the  first  amendment 
reported  by  the  committee,  to  the  resolution,  viz: 
in  lieu  of  the  words  "some  suitable  person,"  in- 
sert the  name  of  "  James  Ybung,  of  Washington;" 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  new  put  on  the  second  amend- 
ment, viz:  add  at  the  end  of  the  resolution  the  fol- 
lowing: "And  that  the  Clerk  of  the  House  furnish 
such  aid  by  the  clerics  in  his  office  as  may  not  be 
inconsistent  with  the  discharge  of  their  ordinary 
duties;"  and  this  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

REFERENCE  OF  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Joseph  R.  Inger- 
SOLL,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  annual  message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  resolu- 
tions referring  the  same  to  appropriate  commit- 
tees. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana,  who  was  enti- 
tled to  the  floor  from  yesterday  evening,  addressed 
the  committee  during  the  allotted  hour. 

He  did  not  know  (he  said)  that  he  should  have 
felt  himself  at  all  called  upon  to  address  the  com- 
mittee u|-ion  the  several  subjects  towards  which  its 
attention  had  been  directed  for  the  last  week  or 
ten  days,  if  it  were  not  that  he  felt  a  kind  of  neces- 
sity for  doing  what  be  had  never  before  done  in 
his  life — that  was,  to  define  his  position.  About 
four  weeks  ago,  he  was  represented  by  a  newspaper 
in  New  York  as  having  made  a  speech  of  some 
hour's  length  upon  this  floor,  advocating  the  entire 
conquest  and  subjugation  of  Mexico.  On  the  day  be- 
fore yesterday,  he  was  represented  by  the  "  Union" 
of  th is  city  as  having  made  another  speech  justifying 
the  entire  course  of  policy  pursued  by  the  present 
Administration  in  the  origin,  prosecution,  and  ob- 
jects of  the  war  with  Mexico.  For  fear,  therefore, 
that  somebody  should  suppose  he  might  possibly 
have  made  a  speech  of  th.is  kind,  he  deemed  it  expe- 
dient to  take  this  opportunity  to  declare  what  were 
the  sentiments  he  really  entertained  upon  this 
question;  and  lie  thought  he  should  convince  gen- 
tlemen before  he  got  through  that  he  had  never 
made  the  one  or  the  other  of  those  s|ieeches. 

His  chief  purpose  in  now  rising  was  to  notice 
several  of  tlie  j)ositions  taken  by  gentlemen  upon 
the  other  side  of  this  chamber — positions  which  he 
thought  they  had  taken  with  great  care  and  great 
reflection,  with  a  view  to  defend  the  Administra- 
tion, not  only  in  the  origin,  but  in  the  progress  of 
this  war;  and  more  especially  to  notice  some  of 
the  remarkable  features  which  he  found  in  the 
speech  made  several  days  ago  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  from  the  Baltimore  district,  [Mr. 
McLane.J  He  did  not  hesitate  to  characterize 
this  as  a  remarkable  speech,  not  only  because  it 
•was  delivered  on  this  floor  with  great  ingenuity, 
with  great  power,  and  with  great  eloquence,  but 
because  it  went  a  bow-shot — a  hundred  bow- 
shots— 'oeyond  all  the  speeches  which  had  been 
made  on  this  floor  in  the  assumption  of  positions 
which  he  (Mr.  T.)  considered  to  be  erroneous, 
and  which  not  only  did  injustice  to  the  Congress 
of  the  United  Slates  and  the  people  of  tlie  United 
States,  but  manifest,  marked  injustire  to  the  dis- 
tinguished commander  of  our  army.  General  Tay- 
lor. Tiie  gentleman,  in  his  conception,  had  entirely 
mistaken  the  great  questions  of  history  which 
were  involved  m  the  origin  and  pro.secution  of  the 
war,  and  had  made  these  questions,  thus  misstated 
by  him,  subserve  what  he  thought  he  should  be 
able  to  fiiiow  were  exclusively  and  entirely  the 
party  purposes  of  this  Administration. 

The  gentleman'sspeecli,  as  originally  writtr-n  out 
by  himself,  he  presumed,  and  publislitd  in  the 
"  Union,"  contained  the  assumption — in  order  to 
justify  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  in  the 
Issuance  of  the  order  of  ];3th  January,  j84fi,  for 
the  mirch  of  the  army  to  the  valley  of  the  Rio 
Grande — that  the  President,  in  his  message  of 
December,  184.'),  had  communicated  to  Congress 
the  fact  that  General  Taylor  had  been  ordered  to 
march  the  army  to  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
[Mr.  T.  read  this  passnge  of  Mr.  McLavk's 
speech.]     Now,  he  had  carefully  looked  into  the 


liistory  of  this  thing;  he  had  examined  all  the  pub- 
lic documents  upon  which  he  could  lay  his  hands, 
and  nowhere  did  he  find,  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end  of  all  the  communications  which  had  emana- 
ted from  the  President  of  the  United  States  in  De- 
cember, 1845,  or  prior  to  that  PTme,  the  declaration 
that  Geheral  Taylor  had  been  ordered  to  march 
the  troops  under  his  command  to  the  Rio  Grande. 
There  was  no  such  message,  no  such  document  to 
be  found,  no  such  political  fact  recorded  in  the 
history  of  the  country.  The  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  did  communicate  to  Congress,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1845,  that  he  had  assigned  General  Taylor  to 
the  command  of  the  army,  and  that  his  position  was 
to  be  taken  between  the  Neuces  and  the  Rio  Grande; 
but  not  that  he  was  to  march  to  the  Rio  Grande. 
The  Secretary  of  War,  at  the  commencement  of  that 
session,  communicated  to  Congress  intelligence  of 
the  fact  that  General  Taylor  had  been  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  country  between  the  Nueces 
and  the  Rio  Gratide,  with  the  "  ultimate  destinaliun'" 
to  the  Rio  Grande,  with  a  purpose  of  ultimately 
occupying  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande;  but  no- 
where, either  in  the  messas-e  of  the  President,  or 
in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  was  there 
any  communication  made  to  Congress  that  Gener- 
al Taylor  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
army,  and  ordered  to  niai-ch  to  the  Rio  Graiide. 

But,  in  the  puljlished  speech  of  the  gentleman  in 
pamphlet  form,  he  found  a  much  greater  mistake 
upon  this  subject.  It  v/as  there  declared  that  the 
President,  in  December,  1845,  gave  notice  to  Con- 
gress that  General  Taylor  had  been  assigned  to  the 
defence  of  the  country  "  west  of  the  Rio  Grande." 

Mr.  McLANE  exjMained  that  this  was  a  mis- 
print. It  should  have  been  "west  to  the  Rio 
Grande."  He  requested  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana to  read  from  the  document  which  he  handed 
liim. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  read ,  as  follows  from  the 
President's  message  of  31st  December,  1845: 

"  Our  ra'itiy  was  ordered  to  lake  position  in  the  country 
between  the  Nueces  and-itlie  Del  None,  anil  to  rep(-l  any 
invasion  of  tlie  Texan  territory  which  might  be  attempteii 
by  the  Mexican  forces." 

Also,  the  following  from  the  despatch  of  Mr. 
Bancroft,  of  June  15,  1845,  to  General  Taylor: 

"  The  point  of  your  ulliinate  depiination  is  the  western 
frontier  of  Texas,  vvliere  you  Vv'ill  select  anil  occupy,  on  or 
near  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte,  sneli  a  site  as  will  consist 
with  the  health  of  the  troops,  and  will  lie  he.-t  adapted  to 
repel  invasion,  and  to  protect  wliat,  in  tlic  event  of  annexa- 
tion, will  be  our  western  border." 

Mr.  THOMPSON  (continuing)  said,  neither  of 
the  positions  was  true,  so  far  as  the  history  of 
the  country  was  concerned.  There  Vifas  no  such 
order  issued  to  General  Taylor,  no  such  fact  com- 
municated to  Congress.  He  was  ordered  to  take 
position  between  the  Nueces  and  the  B.io  Grande, 
with  the  "ultimate"  object  of  protecting  the  Rio 
Grande  valley;  and  the  extracts  now  read,  at  the 
request  of  the  gentleman,  proved  this  beyond  con- 
troversy, and  proved  notliiiig  more.  The  last 
extract  was  part  of  an  order  issued  before  annexa- 
tion, and  proved  nothing  whatsoever  in  the  pi'esent 
controversy— -for  itnder  it  General  Taylor  took  po- 
sition at  Corpus  Cliristi,and  remained  there  many 
months. 

But  the  next  position, erroneous,  as  he  conceived 
it  to  be,  into  which  the  gentleman  had  fallen,  was 
the  assumption,  that  by  the  act  of  Texas  in  the  for- 
mation of  her  c.oiistilution,  with  which  she  was  ad- 
mitted into  this  union,  she  adopted  the  statute  of 
the  Republic  of  Texas  of  1836  as  a  part  of  her 
fundamental  law;  and  that,  by  the  admission  of 
Texas  into  the  Union,  after  the  resolutions  of  an- 
nexation were  passed,  with  that  constitution  she 
became,  as  a  consequence,  a  part  of  this  Union,  to 
the  extent  of  boundaries  laid  down  in  that  stattite. 
He  understood  that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
assumed,  first,  that  the  constitution  of  Texas  de- 
fined her  boundary  line;  then,  that  he  changed  his 
jiosition,  when  the  gentleman  from  Texas  [Mr. 
KauI'-man]  came  to  his  aid,  and  assumed  that  the 
Congress  of  Texas,  having  in  1836,  affirmed  the 
Rio  Grande  to  be  the  western  boundary,  the  con- 
stitution recognized  and  continued  that  law,  and 
hence,  that  she  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
with  that  boundary.  Let  them  look  into  the  his- 
tory of  that  question.  If  Texas  had  the  right  to 
pass  that  act,  and  thereby  acquired  the  boundary 
claimed  by  it,  and  if  the  Con;;ress  of  the  United 
Stales  did  adopt  that  claim,  of  course  there  would 
be  no  (puisljoii  about  it.  But  if  Tcxns  had  no 
right  to  paas  that  law;  if  she  acquired  no  title  by 


it,  then  the  whole  claim  set  up  by  the  President  in 
behalf  of  the  United  States,  and  in  his  own  defence 
founded  upon  it,  fell  to  the  ground. 

Now,  the  boundary  of  Texas  before  her  revolt 
against  Mexico  was  just  as  well  defined  as  is  the 
boundary  between  the  District  of  Columbia  and 
Maryland  and  Virginia.  Originally  the  territory  of 
Texas  constituted  avery  small  portion  of  what  she 
afterwards  possessed.  Having  been  constituted  a 
State,  with  Coahuila,  of  the  Mexican  Confedercy, 
the  boundary  between  Texas  and  Coahuila,  and 
Tamaulipas,  and  M'hich,  as  he  had  before  said,  was 
clearly  known,  was  the  Nueces.  How,  then,  did 
she  acquire  boundary  beyond  that  river?  The 
gentleman  admitted  that  the  Texas  which  revolu- 
tionized was  theTexas  which  was  admitted.  Then, 
she  acquired  no  title  but  by  revolution — no  title  that 
she  had  not  maintained  by  the  sword;  and  if  she 
had  .maintained  title  to  the  Rio  Grande  by  the 
sword,  why,  then,  the  Government  of  the  IJnitpd 
States  would  be  compelled  to  recognize  that  title. 
But  Texas  never  did,  never  has,  and  never  v;ould, 
except  as  aided  by  the  power  of  the  United  Slates, 
maintain  title  by  the  sword  to  one  foot  beyond  San 
Patricio  county.  The  Nueces  was  the  geographi- 
cal division  between  her  and  Tamaulipas,  and  San 
Patricio  was  her  western  county,  extending  to  the 
Nueces;  but  Te.xas,  after  her  revolution,  extended 
that  county  a  short  distance  beyond  the  west  bank 
of  the  Nueces,  so  as  to  take  in  Corpus  Christi. 

Texas  passed  an  act  by  her  Congress,  in  1836, 
predicated  on  the  right  which  she  claimed  to  have 
acquired  under  her  compact  or  agreement  with 
Santa  Anna.  That  compact  or  agreement  gave 
her  no  power,  no  right,  with  reference  to  bound- 
ary. It  was  an  agreement  which,  as  was  shown 
by  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Dixon,] 
the  other  day.  General  Jackson  repudiated — re- 
fused to  recoi(nize  as  of  any  binding  validity  upon 
anybody.  What  right,  then,  did  Texas  acquire 
under  it?  Why,  by  virtue  of  the  constitution  of 
Mexico  of  1824,  Santa  Anna  had  no  power  to 
make  a  treaty;  he  was  not  the  acting  President  of 
Mexico.  It  was  true,  if  he  had  been  at  home,  in 
the  city  of  Mexico,  he  would  have  been;  but  the 
constitution  of  1824  prescribed  that  whenever  the 
President  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico  was  in  the 
field  commanding  her  armies,  the  Vice  President 
should  perform  the  functions  of  President.  When 
in  the  field,  he  was  nothing  but  a  military  com- 
mander; his  functions  as  President  had  ceased; 
and  as  military  commander  he  had  no  right  to 
make  an  agreement,  except  one  personal  to  him- 
self. Fle  did  make  such  an  agreement  while  a 
prisoner  of  war,  in  the  hands  of  the  Texans,  for 
the  purpose  of  regaining  his  liberty,  having  no 
reference  whatever  to  permanent  boundary,  and 
which  would  have  been  utterly  nugatory  if  it  had 
had.  There  was  no  right  acquired  by  Texas  on 
the  subject  of  boundary  in  consequence  of  that 
agreement.  But  if  there  had  been,  it  was  predicated 
on  the  idea  that  the  agreement  should  afterwards 
be  ratified — be  made  into  a  treaty  by  commis- 
sioners to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  Texas,  who 
should  meet  commissioners  on  the  part  of  Mexico, 
171  the  city  of  JyJexico.  No  commissioners  were  ap- 
pointed on  either  side.  But  Texas,  of  her  own 
will,  passed  the  law  of  1836,  defining  her  bound- 
ary line  to  be  the  Rio  Grande.  Slie  had  no  right 
to  do  it.  It  was  an  act  of  usurpation — the  usurpa- 
tion of  territory  over  which  she  had  acquired  no 
control  by  revolution,  by  this  compact,  or  by 
treaty. 

Then,  if  the  act  of  1836  was  not  passed  by  au- 
thority on  the  part  of  Texas,  if  she  acquired  no 
right  by  it,  how  could  we  have  acquired  a  right  by 
it,  even  though  we  had  adopted  it?  Unquestion- 
ably we  could  acquire  none.  But,  in  point  of  fact, 
we  did  not  recognize  the  act  of  1836  as  Lieing  ob- 
ligatory upon  us  by  the  terms  of  annexation. 
Everybody  knew  that  the  cause  of  the  rejection  of 
the  Tyler  trcatv  was,  that  it  proposed  to  annex 
Texas,  to  the  Rio  Grande,  to  tjie  United  States. 
The  gentleman  shook  his  head.  Mr.  T.  referred 
him  to  the  course  of  debate  on  (hat  question;  to  the 
resolutions  introduced  by  the  distinguished  Sena- 
tors who  opposed  that  treaty,  and  he  would  there 
see  that  one  of  the  prime  causes  of  opposition  to  it 
was,  that  it  proposed  to  annex  a  part  of  Mexico. 
By  many  of  the  distingui.shed  men  of  the  gentle- 
man's own  party  it  was  opposed  on  that  very 
ground.  The  terms  of  annexation,  as  provided  in 
the  joint  resolution,  were  so  shaped  as  lo  avoid  the 
difliculty  which  had  been  encountered  in  theannej.- 
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ation  ofTexas  by-tlie  Tyler  treaty.  And  they  were 
made  so  with  desig-n— done,  not  simply  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuringTexas,  butdone  by  a  party,  band- 
ed togc'iher  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  theother, 
with  the  express  and  deliberate  view  of  deceiving: 
the  people  of  the  country  on  that  very  question. 
Why,  needwenow  to  be  told  that  all  over  this 
country,  when  the  opponents  of  annexation  de- 
clared that  annexation  was  identical  with  war,  its 
advocates  ridiculed  the  idea  and  endeavored  to 
make  the  country  believe  there  would  be  no  war? 
But  gentlemen  now  turned  about  and  frankly  ac- 
knowledged they  had  been  wrong.  The  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  told  the  House  the  other  day 
that  we  procured  the  loar  as  "  the  cost  of  annexa- 
tion." Yes,  sir,  he  spoke  most  truly;  the  sad  ex- 
perience of  the  last  two  years  had  not  failed  to 
convince  even  the  warmest  advocates  of  annexa- 
tion of  that  fact.  The  joint  resolutions  of  annexa- 
tion, he  believed  and  declared,  were  shaped  with 
especial  reference  to  deceive  the  peo[)le  of  this 
country  on  the  question  of  annexation. 

Texas,  therefore,  he  repeated,  having  acquired 
no  title  by  the  act  declaring  her  boundary  to  be  the 
Rio  Grande,  none  could  have  been  conferi'ed  on 
the  United  States,  if  we  had  adopted  that  act. 
But  we  did  not.  In  the  constitution  of  Texas  with 
which  she  was  received  into  the  Union,  and  which 
■was  adopted  after  the  joint  resolutions  for  annex- 
ation had  passed,  there  was  an  express  provision 
that  all  acts  of  her  Congress  were  affirmed  and 
continued  in  full  force,  exce|it  those  in  derogation 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  in  vio- 
lation of  the  terms  of  annexation.  Now,  the  joint 
)-esolutions  of  annexation,  as  one  of  their  most 
prominent  features,  contained  a  provision  that  the 
question  of  boundary  should  be  left  to  be  settled 
by  negotiation;  -and  if  the  question  of  boundary 
■were  to  be  settled  by  negotiation,  how  could  this 
act  of  1836  be  otherwise  than  inconsistent  with  the 
joint  resolutions.'  That  act  fixed  the  boundary 
without  negotiation,  declared  the  Rio  Grande  to 
be  the  western  boundary,  and,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  by  the  express  terms  of  annexation,  had 
no  binding. force. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Texas  [Mr.  Kaufman] 
told  the  committee,  the  other  day,  tliat  the  act  of 
18.36  was  regarded  by  Texas  as  conferring  juris- 
diction upon  her  to  the  Rio  Grande.  And  to  what 
extent  ?  Why,  the  gentleman  said,  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Rii)  Grande  to  its  source.  Mr.  T.  had  been 
astonished  to  hear  that  declaration  fi-om  tlie  gen- 
tleman from  Texas — that  Texas  had  jurisdiction 
and  occupancy  from  the  mouth  to  the  source  of  the 
Rio  Grande  !  Why,  the  gentleman  seemed  to  have 
forgotten  that  we  were  now  in  the  mUitary  posses- 
sion of  that  country.  Although,  according  to  the 
argument  of  that  gentleman,  and  of  others,  v/e  an- 
nexed this  whole  country,  from  the  mouth  to  the 
source  of  the  Rio  Grande,  to  the  United  States,  as 
part  and  parcel  of  Texas,  yet  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  now  exercising  )ui/i/«r)/jitris- 
dlclion  over  a  part  of  this  territory,  and  the  people 
there,  under  this  martial  law,  were  no\<^  being 
called  upon  to  determine  of  themselves  whether 
fhey  would  be  annexed  to  the  United  States  or  not ! 
And  not  only  this,  but  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  also  trying  to  buy  that  country  !  or  to 
hold  it  as  indemnity  for  the  expenses  of  this  war! 
though,  at  the  same  time,  the  gentleman  from 
Texas,  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  and  others, 
told  us  it  was  a  part  ofTexas  as  actually  annexed 
to  the  United  States  ! 

But  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  went  further, 
and,  in  order  to  show  that  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  had  recognized  the  Rio  Grande  as 
the  boundary  line,  alluded  to  another  fact,  which 
he  declared  to  exist,  viz:  that  Congress  had  organ- 
ized revenue  districts  in  the  State  of  Texas  jn  such 
way  as  that  one  was  bounded  on  the  west  by  the 
Rio  Grande.  Mr.  T.  woxild  be  very  much  obliged 
to  the  gentleman  if  he  would  show  him  that  part 
of  the  history  of  the  proceedings  of  Congress 
from  which  he  derived  this  information — if  he 
would  sliow  him  anywhere  on  our  statute  books 
a  single  act  of  Congress  which  defined  the  Rio 
Grande  as  the  wcslt^rn  boundary  line  of  any  col- 
lection district.  Congress  did  pass  fin  act  estal)- 
lishing  one  revenue  district  in  Texas.  [Mr.  T. 
read  from  the  act  declaring  that  Texas  should  be 
one  collection  district,  and  Galveston  a  port  of 
entry.]  Yet  the  gentleman  told  them  that  there 
were  tiuo  revenue  districts  established,  the  west- 
ern boundary  of  one  of  which,  he  informed  lliem, 


was  the  Rio  Grande.  The  fact  was,  as  appeared 
from  the  act  which  Mr.  T.  held  in  his  hand, 
that  Corpus  Christi  was  the  extreme  western  pnrl 
of  delivery,  and  nowhere  in  the  revenue  district 
was  there  any  port  beyond  Cor|ius  Christi. 

Mr.  McLANE  (Mr.  T.  yielding  for  explana- 
tion) was  understood  to  admit  that  the  port  of  de- 
livery established  by  this  law  was  at  Corpus 
Christi;  but  there  was  an  inspector  of  customs 
appointed  under  the  law  to  reside  at  Point  Isabel, 
on  the  Rio  Grande. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  replied',  that  if  the  President 
had  appointed  inspectors  at  Point  Isabel  he  had 
violated  the  laws. 

Mr.  GRINNELL,  with  the  consent  of  Mr.  T., 
remarked,  that  by  an  understanding  v^ith  the  mem- 
bers from  Texas  during  the  last  session,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  disputed  territory  should  not  be 
embraced  within  these  revenue  districts. 

Mr.  T.  resumed,  and  said  the  lav/  proves  that 
though  ports  of  delivery  were  established  at  sever- 
al places,  there  v;ere  none  at  Point  Isaljel,  nor  be- 
yond Corpus  Christi.  Congress  never  legislated  for 
the  disputed  territory  until  after  the  war  was  com- 
menced. After  the  commencement  of  the  war,  they 
would  find  that  post  routes  were  established  from 
Brazos  datSantiago  to  Point  Isabel  and  Port  Brov/n. 
Before  the  war  there  were  none  beyond  Corpus 
Christi,  and  hence  gentlemen  were  in  error  in  sup- 
posing that  Congress  had  recognized  the  disputed 
territory  by  the  establishment  of  post  routes,  as 
some  had  supposed.  The  post  routes  established 
since  the  commencement  of  the  war  had  been  ren- 
dered necessary  to  facilitate  communication  Vv'ith 
the  army.  The  reason  why  Congress  did  not  es- 
tablish post  routes  beyond  Corpus  Christi  was, 
because  the  county  of  San  Patricio  was  only  ori- 
ginally recognized  as  extending  to  the  Nueces  river; 
but  Texas,  after  she  acquired  her  independence, 
exercised  civil  jurisdiction  beyond  it  to  a  short 
distance,  so  as  to  embrace  Corpus  Christi.  It  was 
true,  however,  that  since  this  war  had  commenced 
she  had  extended  her  jurisdiction  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
so  far  as  her  legislation  could  do  it.  This  he  found, 
from  the  Intelligencer  of  this  morning,  was  attend- 
ed with  some  embarrassment.  The  paper  to  which 
he  referred  contained  a  paragraph,  which  was  in 
these  words: 

"  From  tlie  settlements  oa  the  Rio  Grande  to  tlie-county 
sent  at  Coi'pas  Cliristi  it  is  full  five  days' journey,  tlirougli 
a  nMcrness country,  almost  destitute  of  -vatcr,  fiOT  a.  hasita.- 
Tiow  IN  THE  WHOLE  DiSTA>fCE,  and  duns^erous  to  travellers 
on  account  of  the  Indians  and  bands  of  lawless  Mexicans. 
When  persons  residing  on  the  Rio  Grands  border  of  tlia 
county  are  cited  to  appear  at  Corpus  Christi,  it  takes  at 
least  two  weeks  to  comply  with  the  citation,  besides  sub- 
jecting them  10  the  diffieullies  and  dangers  oftlie  road." 

It  would  be  seen,  then,  that  it  was  an  easy  mat- 
ter to  acquire  territory;  for,  so  soon  as  Texas  was 
annexed  to  the  United  States,  the  Texan  Congress 
jjassed  an  act  to  extend  her  boundary  to  the  Rio 
Grande;  and  thus  it  was  tliat  the  "  stupendous 
desert"  was  legislated  into  Texas,  and  constituted 
part  of  it.  This  part  of  the  public  history  of  the 
country  was  perfectly  familiar  to  every  gentleman 
to  v/hom  he  addressed  himself;  but  there  were 
some  peculiar  features  of  it,  grov/ing  out  of  the 
recognition  of  Texas  itself,  which  show  that  till 
this  war  commenced,  Texas  did  not  consider  her 
title  to  the  Rio  Grande  to  be  good.  He  had  liere 
an  extract  written  by  one  of  the  Presidents  of 
Texas,  who  was  now  sitting  as  a  United  States 
Senator  at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  which  sus- 
tained him  in  this  position. 

[Mr.  T.  here  read  several  extracts  bearing  on 
that  point,  one  of  which  was  from  a  letter  written 
by  General  H!unt  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  which  Gen- 
eral Hunt  said  that  Texas  had  territory  estimated 
at  200,000  square  miles.]  But  what  was  Texas  as 
now  bounded  bv  the  gentlemen  around  him.''  A 
territory  of  480,000  square  miles!  From  less  than 
200,000  square  miles  she  had  become  a  country  of 
480,000  square  miles,  although  General  Hunt,  who 
was  sent  here  from  Texas  after  she  acquired  her 
independence,  and  after  the  passage  of  the  act  of 
lOth  December,  1836,  said  the  extent  of  her  geo- 
graphical limits  was  200,000;  that  she  claimed  no 
more,  iind  exercised  jurisdiction  over  no  more. 

But  he  had  other  authority.  In  1837,  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  the  Congress  ofTexas  passed 
a  resolution  to  send  a  flag  of  truce  to  treat  with  the 
Mexican  authorities  at  Brazos  Santiago,  thus  re- 
cognizing iMexican  authority  on  this  side  of  the 
Rio  Grande.  If  they  would  look  at  the  debates 
of  that  time — if  they  would   read  the  Journal  of 


proceedings  of 'the  Texan  Co;igress,  they  would 
find  that  this  now  disputed  territory  was,  by  all 
parties,  acknowledged  to  be  the  territory  and  the 
prfjperty  of  Mexico,  and  to  be  in  the  occupancy 
of  the  Mexican  people.  And  yet  the  gentleman 
from  Baltimore  told  them  that  Mexico  liad  taken 
an  offensive  position  there,  and  we  a  defensive  one. 
Why,  the  people  who  were  in  the  valley  of  the 
Rio  Grande  were  born  there,  and  reared  there.  It 
was  their  home;  and  they  v>'ere  intei-fered  with  in 
their  homes  by  the  troops  which  the  President  of 
the  United  States  .sent  there.  Talk  of  those  peo- 
ple taking  an  offensive  positioi;i!  Why,  how  could 
they  offensivclij  occupy  a  place  where  they  had 
been  born  and  raised,  and  the  possession  of  which 
they  had  never  yielded  up  to  anybody.  The  val- 
ley of  the  Rio  Grand^was  not  a  part  of  Texas; 
and  the  President  had  no  autliority  to  issue  the 
order  of  the  13th  January,  1846,  sending  our  troops 
there.  Fie  had  said,  if  the  history  of  this  annex- 
ation movement  wgs  written,  it  would  show  that 
it  v/as  all  a  plan  of  deception  from  the  beginning; 
and  that  our  Government  had  been  plunged  into 
this  difriculty  by  a  concealment  of  the  truth  re- 
garding it.  Why,  at  the  very  time  that  we  were 
discussing  in  this  country  the  question  of  annex- 
ation, and  the  probabilities  of  a  Vvar  which  it 
would  bring  on,  our  charge  d\iffairts  to  Texas 
had  the  power  in  his  possession  to  order  American 
troops  beyond  tlie  line  of  the  United  States  into 
Texas.  Ke  had  |iov/er  to  do  this  before  the  con- 
summation of  annexation.  Fie  had  authority  from 
the  President  in  his  pocket  to  do  that  v/hich  the 
President  himself  had  no  power  to  do — to  inarch 
the  troops  of  this  Union  beyond  the  line  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  McLANE.  Was  that  a  Whig  or  a  Demo- 
cratic President .' 

Mr.  THOMPSON.  It  was  the  act  of  John  Ty- 
ler to  which  you  and  your  party  became  particeps 
criminis — for  when  we  cast  him  off  as  no  longer 
worthy  of  our  attention,  he  became  fit  material  for 
you  to  use.  It  was  done  by  the  Administration 
of  President  Tyler,  and  the  present  President  of 
the  United  States  ratified  and  confirmed  all  he  had 
done  in  regard  to  the  annexation  of  Texas. 

Mr.  T.  proceeded  to  say,  that  the  very  order  of 
the  28th  June,  1845,  wiiich  sent  General  Taylor 
from  Fort  Towson  was  issued  before  the  consum- 
mation of  annexation.  Texas  refused  to  come  into 
the  Union  until  she  received  a  secret  pledge  from 
our  charge  d'affaires  that  we  v/ould  maintain  her 
boundary  to  the  Rio  Grande;  but  no  such  pledge 
was  made  known  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  If  they  would  look  to  the  letter  of  Gen- 
eral Houston,  some  time  since  published  in  the 
National  Intelligencer,  they  would  learn  the  fact 
of  this  pledge  having  been  given  by  Mr.  Murphy, 
our  charge  to  Texas.  Ami  who  authorized  hiin 
to  make  such  a  pledge.'  Was  he  aulhoi-ized  by 
the  Constitution,  the  laws,  or  the  people  of  the 
United  States  .'  No.  Yet,  that  he  made  that  pledge, 
Mr.  T.  had  no  sort  of  doubt.  When  General 
Howard,  his  successor,  was  called  upon  to  exe- 
cute it,  like  an  honest  man,  he  told  them  he  had 
no  power  to  do  so.  After  his  death,  Mr.  Donel- 
son  was  sent  to  do  what  he  refused  to  do,  but  the 
people  of  the  United  States  were  at  no  time  in- 
formed of  it  during  those  secret  negotiations. 

What  authority  had  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  march  our  troops  to  the  Rio  Grande.'  If 
the  territory  belonged  to  Mexico,  and  was  in  the 
possession  of  Mexico,  he  had  no  ri^ht  to  do  so. 
If  it  was  merely  disputed  territory,  he  liad  no  right 
to  do  so.  Even  tliough  claimed  by  Texas,  the 
President  had  no  right  to  do  so,  for  it  was  occupied 
by  Mexican  citizens., 

Was  it  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  country .' 
The  gentleman  from  Maryland  said  that  our  troops 
were  not  marched  there  until  months  after  General 
Taylor  had  repeatedly  aduised  and  urged  the  move- 
ment. Nov/  words  were  very  significant  things, 
and  a  single  word  might  sometimes  do  much 
mischief.  Othei*gentleinen  had  asserted  that  Gen- 
eral Taylor  advised  the  movement  to  the  Rio 
Grande,  but  they  had  not  said  that  he  ^'repeat- 
edly itrged"  it.  Rank  injustice  had  been  done  to 
that  gallant  old  soldier,  for  he  never  either  urged 
or  "repeated"  his  advice  of  such  a  movement. 
On  the  contrary,  he  retracted  the  remarks  he  had 
made  on  that  subject,  in  his  letter  of  October  4, 
1845.  Flo  explained  and  took  ihcm  back;  and  yet 
the  gentleman  from' iVIa-zy  land  [Mr.  McL.we]  arose  . 
in  his  place  iicrc  and  said  he  "  repeatedly  urged" 
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the  iniucliiiig  of  the  army  to  the  Rio  Grande. 
General  Taylor  never  diJ  posilively  recommend  it; 
he  wrote  hypothelicaUy  when  he  wrote  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  great  injustice  was  done  to  that  distin- 
•'Liishcd  nian,  wlio  had  braved  ail  llic  dangers  of 
tiic  camp  and  the  rield  to  briii;^  the  war  to  an  hon- 
orable termination,  by  a  charge  that  he  had  inter- 
fered with  l\\e  polilical  policy  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  jMcLANE  desired  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana to  read  an  extract  from  General  Taylor's 
correspondence  which  he  handed  to  him,  to  settle 
the  question  of  fact. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  complied  with  the  request  of 
the  gentleman  from  ATaryland,  and  read  from  Gen- 
eral Taylor's  letter  of  November  7, 1 845,  as  foil  o  ws  : 

"  The  position  now  occupied  by  tlie  troops  may  perliaps 
be  ttie  best  wiiiln  iieaotiatioiis  are  peniliiis;;  M  any  rate, 
until  a  disposition  -sb.ill  be  inaiiifcsted  by  Mexico  to  protract 
them  unreasonably."  *  *  *  «  * 

"  On  the  hypotliesis  of  an  early  adjnstnicnt  oftbc  bound- 
ary, and  tlie  oonscquent  estiblisbnieut  ot'  permanent  fron- 
tier posts,  I  cann.-;t  nrge  too  tlioionably  n|)on  the  department 
the  necessity  of  occupying  those  posts  before  the  warm 
weatlier  shall  set  in." 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  asked  what  this  amount- 
ed to?  It  was /;!//7of/if?ic«i  merely.  General  Tay- 
lor had  been  informed,  Isoth  by  Mr.  Bancroft  and 
Mr.  Marcy,  that  his  ultimate  destination  was  the 
Rio  Grande;  and  on  the  liypothesis  that  the  artiiy 
was  destined  by  the  Government  to  occupy  that 
territory,  he  wrote  that  if  it  were  to  he  done,  for 
certain  reasons,  it  was  better  that  it  should  be 
done  at  once.  But  as  a  political  recommendation 
to  this  Government,  General  Taylor  never  did 
make  the  recommendation  that  our  army  should 
be  inarched  to  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande.  He 
(Mr.  T.)  could  not  consent  that  such  an  impres- 
sion should  'be  sought  to  be  made  without  de- 
nial; which  denial  he  now  made,  and  would  not 
retract,  without  evidence  greatly  more  than  he  had 
seen. 

Mr.  T.  read  sundry  extracts  from  the  same  let- 
ter,and  said  that  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion 
as  to  what  that  letter  contained.  He  repeated  that 
General  Taylor's  recommendation  was  hypotheti- 
cal— only  conditional  upon  the  fact  that  the  Gov- 
ernment intended  to  pursue  the  policy  which  had 
been  already  indicated  to  him  by  the  Secretaries  of 
War  and  tlie  Navy. 

Fie  then  proceeded  to  say  that  they  had  been 
told  by  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  that  the  refusal  of 
the  Mexican  Government  to  receive  Mr.  Slidell, 
justified  the  moverncnt.  There  was  something 
exceedingly  singular  in  that  part  of  the  history  of 
our  country.  If  he  understood  it,  it  was  this: 
Our  Government  learned,  through  Mr.  Black,  our 
consul,  that  the  Mexican  Government  would  re- 
ceive, not  an  envoy  extraordinary,  but  a  com- 
missioner. Such  a  cotnmissioner  never  was  sent; 
but  an  envoy  extraordinary  was  sent.  That  min- 
ister was  Mr.  Slidell,  who  went  to  Mexico  and 
presented  his  credentials.  He  was  not  received 
by  the  administration  of  Herrera.  The  refusal 
to  receive  hivn  was  communicated  to  this  Govern- 
ment in  a  letter  of  the  date  of  the  27th  December, 
which  was  not  received  here  until  the  !33d  Janu- 
ary— ten  days  after  the  issuance  of  the  order 
of  the  13th  .Tanuary'to  General  Taylor.  In  the 
mean  time,  this  Government  had  a:iven  orders  for 
marching  our  troops  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  had 
sent  our  navy  to  Vcia  Cruz.  He  had  heard  it  said 
by  gentlemen  that  this  question  was  not  susceptible 
of  debate,  for  that  Herrera  and  Paredes  had  both 
rejected  Mr.  Slidell.  Now,  he  found  in  the  "Union," 
of  February  10,  1846,  this  paragraph: 

Mr.  T.  read  from  the  Union  newspaper  of  the 
date  quoted,  a  paragraph  setting  forth  that  Mr. 
Slidell  had  not  met  with  the  slightest  insult,  but 
was  received  into  society  as  an  elegant  and  accom- 
plished gentleman.  Theparagraph  further  stated, 
that  he  had  not  been  received,  neither  had  they 
declined  to  receive  him;  and  that,  judging  from  ap- 
pearances, there  was  no  reason  to  believe  that  he 
tfovUl  not  be  as  nc  'eptatde  to  the  Gnveriimn)!  of  Paredes 
m  to  thai  nf  Herrera.  That  (ffhid  Mr.'T.)wus 
long  after  the  ordei-s  had  been  issued  to  Genei-a1 
Taylor.  If  they  would  look  at  the  letter  written 
by  Mr.  Slidell  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  date  of  the  14th  .January,  one  day 
after  the  i.ssuance  of  the  order  to  General  Taylor — 
tfiat  fatal  order,  which  had  plunged  this  country 
into  war — they  would  find  that  Mr.  Slidell  said 
himself  that  Paredes  was  a  gentleman,  suid  had 
received  him  as  a  5:entleman.  Yet  they  were  told 
by  genllomen  on  this  floor,  and  l)y  the  Presiilent 


himself,  and  by  his  whole  party,  that  Mr.  Slidell 
was  rejected  by  the  Mexican  Government,  and 
that  the  order  was  issued  in  consequence  thereof. 
Now,  there  was  nothing  in  the  history  of  this  trans- 
action to  sustain  that  assertion — for  it  is  a  mere 
assertion.  On  the  contrary,  he  believed  this  Ad- 
ministration did  not  desire  that  Mr.  Slidell  should 
be  received;  for  they  had,  as  it  seemed  to  him, 
deliberately  resolved  to  plunge  the  country  into 
war;  and  hence  it  was  that  this  House  could  not 
get  the  President  to  give  them  the  instructions  to 
Mr.  Slidell.  And  if  any  one  was  honest  enough 
and  bold  enough  to  call  upon  the  President  to  give 
them  information  in  relation  to  the  origin  of  this 
war,  he  was  "giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  ene- 
my." Such  was  the  language  used  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  towards  gentlemen  on  this,  as 
if  that  oft-repeated  and  stereotyped  phrase  could 
now  be  dig]iified  by  repetition  in  this  Hall. 

They  were  told  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  that 
we  were  fighting  Mexico  because  she  owes  us 
debts  and  would  not  pay  them.  He  feared,  if  this 
were  so,  that  some  of  the  States  of  this  Union  would 
be  exposed  to  the  danger  of  a  war.  The  gentlemen 
from  Mississippi  and  himself  and  colleagues,  per- 
liaps, might  get  into  a  scrape,  as  well  as  some  on 
this  side  the  mountains,  if  it  were  so.  .And  even 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  rnight  not  escape. 
According  to  his  argument,  if  Great  Britain  should 
declare  war  because  some  of  our  States  did  not 
pay  their  debts,  the  war  would  be  just  on  her 
part,  and  unjust  on  ours.  But  this  was  all  a 
mere  pretence.  The  truth  was,  the  Administra- 
tion was  determined  to  bring  on  the  war,  and  to  do 
it,  they  sent  Mr.  Slidell  to  Mexico,  with  the  de- 
terrnination  that  he  should  be  rejected.  At  the 
same  time,  a  fleet  was  placed  in  the  Gulf,  and  the 
army  prepared  for  marching  to  the  Rio  Grande. 
If  they  would  look  at  the  reasons  for  the  ultimate 
rejection  of  Mr.  Slidell,  it  would  be  seen  that  they 
were  assigned  by  Paredes  to  be  that  the  army  was 
marching  into  Mexico  on  the  north,  while  the  navy 
was  ready  to  blockade  the  Mexican  ports  on  the 
Gulf.  It  was  not  to  be  expected  that  Mexico 
should  treat  under  such  ciixumstances.  It  was 
contrary  to  the  Mexican  character  that  they  should 
be  forced  to  negotiate,  and  the  President  knew  it. 
And  Paredes  did  not  improperly  judge  the  Admin- 
istration; for,  while  a  pretended  pacificator  was 
sent  by  our  Governmentto  Mexico,  provision  had 
already  been  made  for  moving  our  army  to  the 
Mexican  frontier,  and  placing  our  navy  in  her 
ports;  which  the  President  must  have  known 
would  cause  the  Spanish  .spirit  to  rebel.  In  ^'an- 
ticipation" of  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Slidell,  it  was 
said  the  order  was  given.  \es;  it  was  designed 
that  it  should  be  so;  and  in  anticipation  of  the  de- 
sired result.  General  Taylor  was  sent  to  the  Rio 
Grande.  Thus  the  ball  was  opened.  Then  came 
that  famous  act,  with  a  falsehood  on  its  face,  de- 
claring that  war  existed  by  the  act  of  Mexico,  by 
which  the  minority  here  wei-e  placed  in  the  posi- 
tion either  to  refuse  supplies,  or  to  swallow  that 
false  "preamble."  Under  the  power  which  the 
rules  gave  them,  the  majority  forced  it  down.  But 
if  the  fact  were  as  the  preaiiible  asserted,  what  oc- 
casion was  there  for  the  preamble  at  all  ?  No  such 
preamble  was  adopted  in  1812.  Then  they  were 
content  with  a  simple  declai'ation  of  war,  with- 
out a  preamble.  But  when  this  act  of  Congress 
was  passed,  under  the  pretence  that  General  Tay- 
lor required  more  men,  what  did  the  President 
do  ?  Why,  instead  of  going  to  the  defence  of  Gen- 
eral Taylor,  he  organized  a  portion  of  the  forces 
placed  at  his  disposal  and  sent  them  to  New  Mex- 
ico and  California,  to  make  conquest  of  those  coun- 
tries, in  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution 
and  of  the  letter  of  the  law. 

He  sent  forces  there  with  instructions  to  estab- 
lish civil  goveinmcnts,  when  he  had  only  power  to 
hold  them,  even  after  conquest,  by  military  govern- 
ment. Tlie  result  was  the  beautiful  state  of  things 
in  botli  New  Mexico  and  California  which  now 
exists.  The  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  Govern- 
ment was  directed  to  be  administered  to  the  inhab- 
itants of  those  countries;  and,  in  caseof  refusal,  they 
were  to  be  treated  as  traitors  and  liiuig.  Legislatures 
were  to  be  organized,  ofticcrs  both  appointed  and 
elected,  and  the  people  directed  to  vote  on  the  ques-  ; 
tion  o^  annexation  to  the  United  States  !  And  this 
voting, too,  be  it  borne  in  mind,  was  to  be  had  un- 
d('r  fetu'  of  being  chartjcd  \\'itli  treason  if  they  re- 
fused obedience  lo  the  laws  thus  imposed  on  thcin 
by  the  sword.     If  they  should  now  ask  for  admis-  ' 


sion  into  this  Union  under  these  circuinstances, 
we  should  doubtless  be  told  that  they  were  exceed- 
ingly anxious  to  be  annexed,  when  the  whole,  in 
point  of  fact,  was  done  by  the  power  of  the  sword 
— that  sterii  arbiter,  which  has  settled  the  fate  and 
destiny  of  millions  Ijefore. 

This  was  the  same  power  with  which  Tamerlane 
overrun  the  countries  of  the  East — by  which,  as 
history  proved,  so  many  other  portions  of  the 
globe  have  been  subdued  and  desolated.  It  was  the 
power  of  the  purse  and  the  sword  now  doing  that 
which,  under  institutions  such  as  ours, was  confided 
alone  to  the  people — a  power,  too,  which  was  exer- 
cised in  the  name  of  Democracy,  but  which  was 
used  as  a  deadi)' stab  at  the  vitals  of  the  nation.  So 
far  as  the  question  of  power  was  conoerned,  he  did 
not  care  whether  Mr.  Slidell  was  or  wns  not  reject- 
ed by  the  Mexican  Government.  The  President 
of  the  United  States  was  equally  guilty  of  a  vio- 
lation of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
when  he  issued  the  order  of  the  13th  of  January, 
whether  Mr.  Slidell  was  or  was  not  rejected.  Mr, 
Buchanan,  the  Secretary  of  State,  pointed  out, 
in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Slidell,  the  coui-se  which  the 
Executive  ought  to  have  pursued.  He  said,  if 
Mr.  Slidell  was  finally  rejected,  he  should  report 
that  fact  to  the  President,  and  it  would  be  his  duty 
to  lay  it  before  Congress.  But  did  he  do  it?  The 
Representatives  of  the  people  were  then  sitting  in 
this  Flail — here  was  the  war-making  power  of  the 
Union — here,  by  their  Representatives,  were  the 
people  of  this  country,  in  whose  hands  alone  were 
these  great  issues  placed  by  the  Constitution. 
Why,  "then,  did  not  the  President  pursue  the 
course  pointed  out  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  by 
the  Constitution,  and  by  the  past  practice  of  the 
Government?  It  did  not  answer  his  designs  to  do 
so.  It  would  not  have  comported  with  those  secret 
purposes  to  v/hich  he  had  already  referred.  He 
believed  as  sincerely  as  he  believed  that  we  were 
all  ultimately  responsible  to  a  God  of  justice, 
that  if  the  ])eop!e  of  this  Union  had  not  been  cun- 
ningly, cautiously,  and  most  studiously  deceived 
by  the  annexation  party,  they  never  would  have 
consented  to  annex  Texas.  It  had  brought  a  ti-ain 
of  calamities  along  with  it,  from  the  effects  of 
which  we  may  never  recover.  And  now  when 
these  calamities  were  coming  fast  upon  us,  when 
the  storm  was  gathering  over  our  heads,  we  were 
told  here  in  Congress — he  heard  the  argument  this 
morning — that  they  must  look  carefully  to  all  ex- 
penditures from  tlie  Federal  treasury,  that  the 
Administration  might  have  more  money  to  carry 
on  the  war.  Everything  connected  with  the  home 
department  of  this  Government  was  to  be  treated 
with  neglect — their  rivers  were  to  be  unimproved, 
their  harbors  unprovided  for,  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  retrenched,  the  resources 
of  the  country  undeveloped,  the  industrial  pursuits 
of  the  people  neglected,  and  everything  that  tended 
to  a  nation's  wealth  and  prosperity  abandoned, 
that  millions  on  millions  of  money  might  be  ex- 
pended on  a  war  begun  and  prosecuted  under  the 
pretence — to  use  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland — that  it  was  our  duty  to  give  moral 
and  religious  institutions  to  the  Mexicans  !  And 
\Vhat  were  the  moral  and  religious  institutions 
which  gentlemen  were  so  solicitous  to  give  to  Mex- 
ico? With  regard  to  the  ''moral"  institutions  we 
were  giving  to  Mexico,  he  saw  an  article  in  this 
morning's  Union,  which  would  perhaps  afford 
some  light  respecting  them. 

MrT.  read  the  paragraph  referred  to,  which 
staled  that  licenses  had  been  issued  i'ov  three  gaming- 
houses in  the  city  of  Mexico,  at  the  rate  of  five 
hundred  dollars  a  month.  A  most  admirable  de- 
vice to  improve  the  mo>-als  of  the  Mexican  people  ! 
He  had  always  thought  that  the  Deinocratic  party 
had  been  ever  opposed  to  monopolies;  but  here 
they  were  giving  a  monopoly  to  Mexican  gam- 
bling-shops, under  pretence  that  it  was  to  levy 
contributions  for  tlie  supjiort  of  the  army  ! 

Having  but  a  minute  left,  he  would  not  attempt 
to  pursue  the  subject  further,  but  take  occasion 
some  other  time  to  do  so. 

Mr.  RHETT  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  ad- 
dressed the  committee.  [A  full  report  of  Mr.  R.  's 
speech,  revised  by  himself,  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix.] 

Mr.  R.  having  concluded — 

Mr.  GOGGIN  obtained  the  floor; 

Whereupon  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
progress; 

And  the  House  adjourned. 
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PETLTIONS,  &c. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred : 

By  Mr.  EVANS,  ofOhio:  The  petition  ofDoii  L.  Byam  siiid 
3toth(!r?-,  citizi.'i IS  of  Jaclison  township,  IVIu»kiriguiii  county, 
Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  lake  such  imineriiate  measures  as 
are  liest  calculatefl  to  put  an  eiui  to  tlie  existing  war  with 
Mexico;  and  that  our  GovBrnineiit  inalce  i)ropo.sals  to  Mex- 
ico of'such  terms  for  peace  lis  shall  he  juntas  weH  as  honor- 
ahle;  that,  as  onr  solriiers  luive.exhihi'ted  worthy  exam|)lcs 
of  valor,  our  (ioveriiiiient  shall  exliihit  an  example  of 
American  srencrosity  and  moderation. 

By  Mr.  GOGGIN  :  The  petition  of  Edwin  Porter,  of  Vir- 
ginia, praying  for  a  settlement  of  his  Post  Office  Department 
acconnts. 

By  Mr.  CHAPMAIV:  The  petition  of  citizens  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columhia  for  an  act  of  incorporation. 

By  Mr.  PEVDLETON  :  The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Jas. 
Conway. 

By?ilr.  ROSE:  The  memorial  of  the  professor.'!  and  stu- 
dents of  the  Medical  Collc!»e  of  Geneva,  New  York,  on  the 
disease  of  the  potato.  Also,  the  memorial  of  the  citizens  of 
Vl^aterloo,  Seneca  county,  New  York,  on  the  disease  of  the 
potato. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  January  27,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  communication  from  the  Department  of  State, 
showing  the  returns  of  American  seamen  regis- 
tered during  the  year  ending  the  30th  September, 
1847. 

Also,  from  the  War  Department,  containing  a 
report  of  the  expenditures  for  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  military  establishment  for"the  vear 
1847.  ^ 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  memoi-itil  from  John 
Charles  Fremont,  praying  an  investigation,  by  a 
committee,  into  claims  on  the  Government,  origi- 
nating in  California,  partly  in  the  estabiishment'of 
the  iiidependence  of  California,  before  the  war  with 
Mexico  was  known,  and  partly  since  in  carryino- 
on  military  operations  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  and  afterwards  in  supporting  the 
civil  government  there.  For  part  of  tlie.se  cTaims 
the  drafts  drawn  by  the  ))etitioner  had  been  pro- 
tested, and  for  these  and  other  claims  the  Secretary 
of  War  had  answered  that  "special  legislation" 
was  nece.ssary.  For  this  special  legislation  the 
present  petition  was  presented,  and  it  asked  the 
speedy  action  of  Congress,  that  the  far  distant 
claimants  might  not  wait  too  long  for  tardy  justice. 
The  claims  were  meritorious ;  they  were  for  per- 
sonal services  rendered  in  war — for  supplies  fur- 
nished— for  sacrifices  made,  and  all  in  a  spirit  of 
patriotism  and  honor.  They  had  given  California 
to  the  United  States,  and  the  gift  was  worth  infi- 
nitely more  than  the  cost  even  when  all  just  claims 
were  paid,  and  all  justice  done  to  the  settlers.  The 
nature  and  amount  of  the  claims  required  a  careful 
investigation  ;  the  good  should  be  paid  at  once ; 
the  bad  should  be  silenced  forever;  and  now  is  the' 
time  to  do  it.  The  petition  asked  the  establish- 
ment of  a  commission  in  California,  to  audit  and 
aJlow  the  claims,  the  amounts  to  be  paid  there  to 
the  claimants  by  the  proper  officers  of  the  pay,  the 
quartermaster,  and  the  commissary  departments. 
Auditing  the  accounts  there,  and  payment  there, 
were  the  great  points  of  security  both  to  the  Gov- 
ertiment  and  the  claimants.  Nothing  should  be 
paid  at  Washington  to  agents  or  specuTators;  none 
but  claimants  in  their  own  persons  should  be  paid 
at  Washington. 

To  go  to  paying  clairws  hei-e  would  open  the 
door  to  unbounded  fi-aud,  which  would  not  be 
closed  in  ten,  nor  twenty,  rjor  fifty  years;  he 
(Mr.  B.)  believed  he  might  say  seventy-five  years; 
for  Congress  was  now  paying  revolutionary  claims 
of  that  age,  and  the  California  claims,  if  allowed 
to  fall  uito  the  hands  of  agents  and  speculators, 
would  be  a  rich  mine  to  be  explored  for  a  lono' 
time,  and  the  longer  the  richer,  especially  after  the 
death  of  Mr.  Fremont.  The  establishment  of  a 
commission  to  acton  the  spot,  was  the  proper  way 
to  do  justice  and  prevent  frauds  in  future.  The 
petition  avowed  that  the  petitioner  knew  almost 
every  transaction  on  which  a  liability  of  the  United 
Slates  could  arise.  Whei-e  he  did  not  know  the 
transaction  him.self,  he  knew  the  man  that  did 
and  they  could  be  equally  prompt  and  correct j 
before  a  commission,  in  verifying  an  honest  claim| 
and  detecting  a  false  one. 

What  the  petition  now  specially  asked  was,  that 
the  committee  to  be  charged  with  the  question 
should  take  evidence  upon  the  spot,  to  asce'rtain 
the  general  nature  and  the  general  amount  of  the 


claims,  with  the  view  to  ji.idge  the  necessity  of  a 
commission  and  the  amount  of  the  appropriation 
necessary  to  be  made.  For  this  purpose  the  peti- 
tion asked  that  the  testimony  of  persons  now  in 
the  city  might  be  taken  on  oath,  and  reported  to 
Congress  as  a  guide  to  its  action.  Evidence  enough 
was  now  in  the  city  to  enlighten  Congress  on  these 
points.  Military  and  naval  officers  were  now  in 
the  city  wlio  knew  tlie  general  character  and  the 
probable  aggregate  amount  of  these  claims.  Citi- 
zens of  California,  of  character,  and  not  interested 
in  the  claims,  were  also  present.  Their  testimony 
could  easily  bo  obtained;  and  the  petition  prayed 
that  they  should  be  summoned  and  examined. 

Mr.  B.  then  presented  three  reasons  why  the 
course  in  settling  the  claims  should  be  adopted 
which  the  petition  recommends:  First,  Justice  to 
the  claimants,  who,  unless  they  were  paid  at  home, 
would  become  the  prejj  of  agents  and  speculators. 
Secondlij,  .Tuetice  to  the  United  States,  which,  un- 
less it  settled  face  to  face  with  the  claimants,  and 
closed  up  the  business  at  once,  would  have  to  yiay 
false  claims  for  an  indefinite  time.  False  claims 
would  cost  less  to  the  speculator  than  true  ones; 
even  the  true  would  be  got  at  half  price  or  less,  but 
the  false  much  lower;  and,  when  dependant  upon 
vouchers  here,  the  false  and  the  true  would  be 
about  on  an  equal  footing.  Thirdly,  Justice  to  Mr. 
Fremont  himself.  This  justice  was  of  a  twofold 
character — one  to  his  purse,  the  other  to  his  repu- 
tation. He  was  already  under  protest  for  large 
sums,  and  expected  more — ^,40,000  or  5)50,000  in 
the  whole.  He  was  also  liable  for  what  was  got 
from  the  inhabitants  for  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand, both  under  the  revolutionary  movement  for 
independence,  and  afterwards,  when  the  war  was 
carried  on  for  the  direct  benefit  of  the  United  States, 
it  having  also  got  the  benefit  of  the  revolutionary 
movement.  Justice  to  his  reputation  required  the 
course  he  recommended.  In  no  other  way  could 
false  claims  be  prevented  from  rising  up  to  be 
charged  to  his  operations.  In  no  other  way  could 
his  reputation  be  sliielded  from  false  accounts, 
founded  on  false  charges  of  his  having  "  taken 
property  forcibly^'  from  the  people.  Either  of 
these  reasons  ougJit  to  be  sufficient  to  have  the 
commission  established,  and  the  business  closed 
up  at  once  :  the  three  init  together — -justice  to  the 
claimants,  to  the  public  treasury,  and  to  the  repu- 
tation of  Mr.  Fremont — he  (Mr.  B.)  hoped  would 
be  sufficient,  not  merely  to  secure  a  reference  of 
the  petition  to  the  proper  committee,  (the  Military,) 
but  also  to  authorize  the  establishment  of  the  com- 
mission which  was  prayed  for. 

The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  presented  a  meiTiorial  from 
the  board  of  managers  of  the  American  Indian  Mis- 
sion Association,  asking  the  adoption  of  measures 
for  improving  the  condition  of  the  various  Indian 
tribes;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  petition  from 
the  Hon.  George  Poindexter,  asking  compensation 
for  the  occupation  and  use  of  his  property  by  vol- 
unteers mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  during  the  war  with  Mexico;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

REPORTS   FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reynolds 
May,  accompanied  by  a  report;  which  was  order- 
ed to  be  printed.     The  bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  YULEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  tnarines, 
of  the  brig  of  war  Somers;  which  was  read  a  first 
tirne. 

Mr.  YULEE,  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Purser  Benjamin  J. 
Cahoone;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
Mr.  BAGBY  .said:  Mr.  President,  on  Tuesday 
last  I  had  the  honor  to  present  three  resolutions  de- 
claratory of  certain  fundamental  principles,  with 
respect  to  the  truth  and  correctness  of  which,  I  am 
clearly  and  without  a  shadow  of  doubt  thoroughly 
convinced.  These  resolutions,  without  amend- 
ment, alteration,  or  modification,  contain  and  ex- 
press the  convicti^is  of  my  most  deliberate  judg- 
ment, upon  the  great  and  delicate  questions  to 
which  they  relate.  They  disclaim  and  deny  the 
power  of  Congress,   and   of   the  treaty-making 


power,  to  interfere  with  the  question  of  slavery  in 
any  State  or  Territory  of  this  Union,  or  adopt  any 
limitation,  prohibition,  or  restriction,  in  regard  to 
slavery  in  any  territory  hereafter  acquired.  So 
far,  so  good.  It  has  occurred  to  me,  upon  reflec- 
tion, however,  that  they  do  not  protect  all  the 
points  I  intended  to  secure.  I  hold  in  my  hand 
an  additional  resolution,  which,  I  think,  is  neces- 
sary in  order  to  complete  the  series,  and  which  is 
intended  to  negative  the  idea  entertained  in  quar- 
ters entitled  to  great  respect,  that  there  is  a  power 
in  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  to  exclude  slave- 
ry. The  resolution  I  hold  in  my  hand,  declares 
tJiat  there  is  no  such  power  in  the  legislature  or 
the  people  of  a  territory;  that  they  possess  no  po- 
litical power,  except  such  as  is  conferred  upon 
them  by  the  act  of  Congress  authorizing  them  to 
form  a  territorial  government;  and  that,  inasmuch 
as  Congress  does  not  possess  this  power,  they 
cannot  delegate  it  to  the  territories,  or  the  inhab- 
itants thereof.  I  ask,  sir,  that  this  resolution  be 
laid  upon  the  table,  and  printed;  and  when  my 
original  i-esolutions  are  taken  up,  I  shall  move  it 
as  an  amendment. 

Mr.  BAGBY  then  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  he  desired  to  have  printed  and  ap- 
pended to  those  he  »had  submitted  some  days 
since  : 

Resolverl,  That  neither  the  people  nor  the  Legislature  of  a 
Territory  have  any  constitutional  power  to  exclude  slavery 
from  such  Territory;  and  that  the  people  or  Legislature  of  a 
Territory  possess  no  other  political  power  than  such  as  is 
delegated  to  them  by  Congress  in  the  act  authorizing  them 
to  form  a  territorial  government.  And  inasmuch  as  Con- 
gress has  no  power  to  exclude  or  prohibit  slavery  in  any  ter- 
ritory ofthe  United  States,  theycannotdelegatesuchapower 
to  the  Legislature  of  a  Territory  or  the  people  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  v/as 
Retoh-cil.  Tliat  tlie  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed 10  in(|Mire  whether,  by  the  provisions  of  the  otii  sec- 
tion of  llieact  of  4lh  September,  1841,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  ofthe  public  lands  and 
to  grant  iireeinption  riirhts,"  the  right  of  preemption  waa 
suspended  by  the  commencement  of  hostilities  with  Mexico; 
and  if  so  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  then  to  report  a 
bill  to  revive  said  right  of  preeinplimi  to  confirm  all  claims 
thathave  been  allowed  bythe  otficersof  the  Land  Officenii- 
der  the  law  as  originally  passed,  and  to  report  by  bill  or 
otlierwise. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Cameron  some  days  since,  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration : 

Rcsolced,  That  the  Conimittee  on  Printing  be  authorized 
to  employ  a  clerk,  to  whom  the  usual  per  diem  compensa- 
tion shall  be  paid  out  ofthe  contingent  fund  ofthe  Senate. 

Mr.  CAMERON  stated  that  the  committee 
were  entirely  unable  to  discharge  their  duties  with- 
out the  aid  of  a  clerk.  The  new  law  in  reference 
to  the  execution  ofthe  public  printing  had  devolved 
an  immense  amount  of  labor  upon  the  committee, 
rendering  the  assistance  which  was  asked  alto- 
gether indispensable. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  did  not  exactly  understand 
why  the  Committee  on  Printing  should  have  a 
clerk,  when  other  committees,  whose  labors  were 
arduous,  were  not  allowed  that  assistance.  He 
believed  that  the  Committee  on  Claims  was  the 
only  committee  which  was  allowed  a  clerk;  but,  as 
all  knew,  the  amount  of  business  devolving  on  that 
committee  was  very  great,  and  much  writing  had 
to  be  done. 

Mr.  CAMERON  said  that  he  had  not  antici- 
pated the  opposition  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware. 
He  would  read  a  portion  of  the  law  relative  to  the 
public  printing,  from  which  his  friend  from  Dela-. 
ware  would  at  once  perceive  that  it  was  necessary 
that  the  committee  should  have  a  clerk.  It  was 
their  duty  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  contractors 
for  the  public  printing,  and  it  was  necessary  to 
keep  a  set  of  books.  So  onerous  indeed  were  the 
duties  which  this  committee  were  called  on  to  dis- 
charge, that  the  gentleman  who  had  been  appointed 
chairman  of  the  committee  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  had  declined  serving,  and  his  suc- 
cessor now  talked  of  declining  also.  He  felt 
assured  that  when  the  Senator  from  Delaware  un- 
derstood the  real  state  of  the  case,  he  would  not 
offer  any  opposition  to  the  resolution 

Mr.  CLAYTON  replied  that  the  argnnicnt  ad- 
duced in  favor  of  the  aiiiiointmcnt  of  a  derk  for 
the  Committee  on  Printing,  ai>plied  *vith  equal 
force  to  all  other  committees  of  that  body,  espe,- 
cially  to  the  committee  whose  duty  it  was  to  audit 
the  accounts  of  the  Senate.  It  was  an  innovation ; 
and  with  all  deference  to  the  Senatcn-  from  Penn- 
sylvania, he  could  hardly  suppose  that  there  could 
be  writing  enough  in  that  committee  to  justify  the 
appointment  of  a  clerk.     If  the  committee  were 
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allowed  a  clerk,  the  other  committees  would,  in  all 
probability,  also  be  eventually  supplied  with  clerks. 
It  a!)peared  to  him  that  the  necessity  of  the  case 
was  not  such  as  to  justify  the  appointment  of  this 
clerk,  and  therefore  he  must  oppose  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  CAMERON  thon5:ht  that  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  must  have  forgotten  that  this  was  a  ni:w 
commiitre,  acting:  under  the  new  arrangement  for 
the  public  printing,  the  entire  supervision  of  which 
devolved  on  them.  Already  there  were  ^rent  com- 
plaints about  the  manner  in  which  the  work  had 
been  executed.  If  the  Senate  thousrlit  projier  to 
refuse  the  clerk,  he  said  that  he  would  be  obliged 
to  decline  serviiiij  on  the  committee. 

Mr.  CL.WTON  su2:£rcsted  that  the  resolution 
might  be  allowed  to  lie  over  informally  till  an  op- 
portunity had  been  afforded  for  further  investiga- 
tion of  tile  subject.  If  now  driven  to  a  vote,  he 
must  vote  against  the  resolution, 
k  Mr.  CAMERON  said  that  he  preferred  a  divi- 
sion on  the  question  now. 

The  question  v»-as  tlien  put,  and  on  a  division — 
twenty  voting  in  the  affirmative, noes  not  counted — 
the  resolution  was  adopted. 

JESSE  E.  POW. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Dickinson  on  the 
20th  instant,  and  it  was  agreed  to: 

Rc^olveil,  Tli.it  Jesse  E.  Dow  be  atlmitted  to  a  seat  in 
rtip  reporter'.^  !!nllpr>%  from  which  he  was  excluded  by  an 
order  of  ilic  Senate  "of  16th  March,  184u. 

THE  PUBLIC  PRTNTING. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  follov/ing 
resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Ashley  on  the  19th 
instant;  which  was  modified  by  the  mover  so  as  to 
read  as  follov.'s: 

ivcsj/i'crf,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  Piintini  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into,  and  report  to  ttie  Senate,  the  niiirmerin 
wliich  the  printing  of  tlie  Senate  lias  been  executed;  whether 
it  lias  been  done  in  conformity  with  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract-, either  as  to  tlie  quility  of  the  p.-iper  and  size  of  the 
pigcs  furnished,  or  the  manner  in  v.iiich  the  printing  has 
been  done  ;  al.ao,  tliat  tlicy  inquire  and  report  whether  the 
documents  printed  and  distributed  by  the  printers  to  Con-- 
Ijress  are  correctly  printed  from  tiie  origimils  sent  to  their 
ofHces. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  asked  whether  the  law  on 
the  sui)ject  of  the  public  printing  could  be  strength- 
ened by  the  passage  of  any  resolution?  The  law 
required  tiiat  the  Committee  on  Printing  should 
perform  the  very  duty  which  this  resolution  pre- 
scribed, and  therefore  it  appeared  to  him  that  this 
resolution  was  altoa;ether  unnecessary. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  remarked  that  he  had  received 
an  anonymous  communication,  pointing  out  up- 
wards of  twenty  mistakes  in  two  pages  of  the 
document  containing  the  President's  message. 
Finding  that  the  statement  thus  communicated 
to  him  was  correct,  he  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
introduce  the  resolution.  He  did  not,  of  course, 
wish  to  deal  at  all  unjustly  or  unkindly  with  the 
contractors  for  the  public  printing,  or  indeed  to 
make  any  expose,  but  only  asked  the  committee  to 
inquire  and  report  whether  the  work  had  been 
properly  executed.  He  hoped  that  the  resolution 
would  be  passed. 

Mr.  CAMERON  observed  tiiat  he  was  not 
present  when  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  rose, 
but  he  would  merely  remark  that  the  coiTimitlee 
had  directed  their  attention  to  the  subject  to  which 
that  resolution  referred.  The  cominittee  had  been 
informed  yesterday  by  the  contractor,  that  the 
paper  which  had  been  used  thus  far  was  not  of 
the  quality  ordered  by  him:  the  parties  with  whom 
he  had  made  the  contract  for  paper  having  failed 
lo  fulfil  their  engagement.  If  the  printer  did  not 
amend  in  the  course  of  the  work,  the  committee 
VLould  introduce  a  proposition  adapted  to  the  case, 
for  the  action  of  the  Senate.  Tiiey  entertained 
great  hopes,  however,  that  there  would  be  an  im- 
provement in  the  c.Kecuiion  of  the  work.  He 
woiiltl  add,  that  there  should  be  allowances  made 
in  this  case.  The  organization  of  so  larf^e  an 
est/viilishmeiit,  in  which,  he  believed,  no  les.s  than 
one  hundred  and  twenty  persons  were  employed, 
was  an  undertaking  of  considerable  difficulty,  and' 
it  could  hardly  be.  expected  that  all  the  details 
could  be  so  completed  at  once  as  to  ensure  per- 
fection in  the  work  to  be  executed.  As  for  liim- 
Nclf,  he  had  not  a  very  favorable  opinion  of  the 
new  mode  of  executing  the  public  printing,  and 
he  had  opposed  the  passage  of  the  law  authtM-i/.ing 
it  to  be,  done  in  this  way.  He  was  of  opinion  < 
that  under  the  former  system  the  work  would  have  i 


been  done  more  etsonomicjilly,  and  in  superior 
style;  still  it  v/as  proper  that  just  allowances 
should  be  made  for  the  difficultie^under  which  the 
contractors  labored,  and  that  the  best  should  be 
made  of  the  new  system. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  said  that  he  had  a  very  good 
opinion  of  the  new  mode  of  executing  the  public 
printiiis',  and  regarded  the  ]irinciple  estahlislied  by 
it  as  eminently  just  and  proper,  it  had  lu'oken  up 
the  old  corrupt  system  of  monopoly,  by  which 
Iar2:e  fortunes  had  been  accumulated  in  a  year  or 
two  out  of  tlie.pul.ilic  purse.  He  believed  that  it 
had  thus  far  been  erninently  successful,  though  its 
working  was  not  entirely  perfect.  The  Senator 
from  Arkansas  had  stated  that  he  had  received 
complaints  with  regard  to  the  execution  of  the 
public  printing,  throtigh  an  anonymous  source. 
hie  (Mr.  D.)  would  not  insinuate  that  business 
competition  had  something  to  do  with  that  com- 
munication; but  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  re- 
minding the  Senator  of  the  excellent  suggestion 
made  by  a  memlier  of  llic  Irish  Parliament,  that 
eveiy  anonymous  author  should  be  obliged  to 
subscribe  his  name  to  his  work.  As  to  typo- 
graphical errors,  the  documents  printed  under  the 
former  system  have  not  been  exempt  from  them. 
If  the  new  establishment,  when  once  fully  organ- 
ized, prove  inadequate  or  inattentive,  let  it  be  dealt 
with  as  severely  as  the  law  requires.  But  he 
hoped  that  at  least  a  fair  trial  would  be  allowed 
the  new  system;  and  he  did  not  doubt  that,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  committee  charged  with  the 
subject,  a  fair  trial  would  be  given  to  it. 

Mr.  NILES  remarked,  that  the  joint  committee 
appointed  for  the  supervision  of  the  public  print- 
ing had  no  authority  to  pass  the  accounts  of  the 
contractors.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  committee  in 
each  House  to  examine  these  accounts;  and,  as  a 
member  of  the  Senate  committee,  he  wished  to 
say,  that  unless  the  nrintins:  were  executed  sub- 
stantially in  conformity  with  the  contracts — which 
it  had  not  been  tlms  far,  as  he  had  been  informed — 
the  accounts  of  the  contractors  would  not  be  passed 
by  that  cornmittee.  Formerly  the  priming  had 
been  well  executed — executed  in  good  style,  with 
promptitude-  that  did  not  appear  to  be  the  case  at 
present.  The  whole  subject,  however,  v.'ould 
come  under  the  supm'vision  of  the  committee, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the 
contractors. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  said,  he  certainly  had  not  sup- 
posed that  his  resolution  v.'ould  have  given  rise  to 
debate.  The  Senator  from  New  York  had  entirely 
misapprehended  his  reiuark  with  regard  to  tlie 
anonyiiious  communication.  He  had  not  acted 
on  this  communication;  and  it  had  only  directed 
his  attention  to  the  inaltcr.  On  examination,  he 
had  found  that  pages  800  and  803  of  the  document 
referred  to  were  so  marred  by  errors  of  the  press 
as  to  require  translation  into  plain  English  in  order 
to  be  understood.  It  was  discreditable  to  file  such 
documents.  The  excuse  which  the  contractors 
had  ofi'cred  relative  to  the  quality  of  the  paper 
they  had  used  did  not  afford  any  explanation  of 
these  tj'pographical  errors.  He  did  not  know  any 
of  tlic  parties  who  had  contracted  to  do  the  work, 
and  would  not  have  moved  in  the  matter,  had  not 
his  attention  been  directed  to  it  by  the  communi- 
cation to  which  he  had  referred,  the  allegations 
in  which  he  had  ascertained  to  be  correct.  He 
found  that  not  only  in  the  quality  of  the  paper, 
but  also  in  the  size  of  the  page,  there  was  a  de- 
parture from  the  terms  of  the  contract.  There 
was  a  diminuticm  in  the  size  of  the  page  to  the 
extent  of  seven  or  eight  per  cent.  He  hoped  that 
the  resolution  would  be  at  once  passed. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  said  that  he  believed  he  had 
reason  to  congratulate  himself  on  the  vote  which 
he  gave  when  the  proposition  to  have  the  public 
printing  executed  by  contract  was  first  made.  He 
had  protested  against  it  then,  and  predicted  that 
the  very  state  of  things  now  |iresented  would  oc- 
cur early  in  the  first  session  of  Cono:ress.  But  he 
was  willing  to  lend  his  aid  to  any  judicious  move- 
ment for  separating  the  public  printing  from  the 
pulilic  press,  although  opposed  to  the  idea  of 
huckstering  it  out  lo  the  lowest  bidder,  who  would 
execute  it  in  a  bunfjling  manner,  and  delay  it  so 
as  to  retard  the  public  business.  He  was  perfectly 
satisfied  that  they  never  would  have  the  pulilic 
lirinting  iiroperly  executed  nntfl  they  hiid  a  pub- 
lishing office  untler  the  control  of  Congress,  sefia- 
riited  from  the  public  press,  and  altogether  free 
from  the  inconveniences  of  the  paltry  huckstering  I 


system  of  giving  it  out  by  contract.  He  was 
aware  that  this  sj'stem  would  incur  the  objection - 
that  it  would  increase  the  patronage  of  Congress; 
but  he  was  prepared  to  show  that  it  was  the  only 
mode  in  which  the  pulilic  printins;  could  he  at  once 
economically  and  properly  execttted.  With  re- 
gard to  the  present  contractors,  he  did  not  blame 
them.  The  documents  annexed  to  the  President's 
message  are  this  year-  exceedingly  voluminous; 
they  were  five  times  the  size  of  those  of  former 
years.  It  was  utterly  impossil.de  for  the  contract- 
ors to  avoid  delay  in  furnishing  these  documents. 
If  they  had  had  a  public  printing:  office,  they  could 
have  liad  the  v.'ork  done  at  the  end  of  the  first 
week  of  the  session.  But  the  contractors  could 
not  have  furnished  it  promptly  without  losing  all 
their  profits,  and  thirty  or  forty  thousand  dollars 
besides.  As  it  was,  he  believed  they  would  lose 
by  their  contract.  He  thought  Congress  were  as 
much  to  blame  as  the  contractors.  It  was  quite 
true  that  many  errors  of  the  press  had  occurred  in 
the  documents:  but  he  would  appeal  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Printing — himself  a 
practical  printer — whether  these  imperl'ections  in 
the  work  were  not  attributable  to  the  circum- 
stances under  which  it  was  executed.  He  did  not 
see  any  necessity  for  the  resolution.  The  con- 
tractors themselves  were  much  annoyed  by  the 
difficulties  in  which  they  were  placed,  and  Con- 
gress certainly  ought  to  treat  them  in  a  spirFt  of 
liberality. 

Mr.  Cameron  remarked,  that  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas  had  been  appointed  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Printing,  but  had  not  yet  attend- 
ed any  of  its  meetings.  The  Committee  would 
have  been  very  happy  to  have  had  the  opportunity 
of  availing  themselves  of  his  services.  The  reso- 
lution, he  repeated,  could  not  do  any  good  ;  the 
committee  were  already  acting  in  the  matter.  He 
thought  it  was  reasonable  that  the  contractors 
should  be  allowed  a  few  days  to  complete  their 
arrangements.  It  was  true,  the  work  had  thus 
far  been  imperfectly  executed.  But  there  were 
two  sides  to  the  question  ;  as  had  been  remarked, 
the  documents  were  this  year  very  voluminous. 
The  President's  message  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments amounted  to  seventeen  hundred  pages, 
whilst  hitherto  they  had  not  exceeded  eight  hun- 
dred pages.  Besides,  there  appeared  to  be  a  com- 
bination in  the  District  against  the  contractors. 
Everybody  connected  with  printins;  in  the  city 
seemed  to  have,  in  some  degree,  combined  against 
them.  The  contractors,  therefore,  had  a  ri<jht  to 
some  sympathy;  still  he  was  for  keeping  them  to 
their  contract,  although  he  believed  the  price  to  be 
too  low.  Cotnmon  kindness  required  that  they 
should  deal  liberally  with  the  contractors,  and  at 
least  give  them  the  opportunity  of  making  such 
arrangements  as  would  enable  them  to  execute  the 
work  hereafter  inore  perfectly  than  it  had  been 
done. 

Mv.  ASHLEY  explained  that  he  had  been 
appointed  on  the  committee  without  his  know+- 
ed2:e,  and  after  the  introduction  of  his  resohition. 
He  still  insisted  on  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion, which,  he  remark-ed,  went  further  than  the 
law. 

Mr.  TURNEYsaid  that  he  was  at  a  loss  to  un- 
derstand the  remarks  which  had  been  urged  in 
extenuation  of  the  manner  in  which  the  public 
)irinting  had  been  executed.  It  was  adiYiitted  on 
all  hands  that  the  work  had  not  been  properly 
executed,  but  it  was  alleged  that  the  contractors 
had  been  placed  in  circumstances  of  great  difficulty 
and  embarrassment.  Well,  certainly  they  had 
been  placed  in  that  situation  by  their  own  act,  and 
he  could  not  see  with  what  propriety  that  could  be 
presented  as  an  excuse  for  their  failure  to  comply 
with  the  terms  of  the  contract.  He  hoped  that  the 
resolution  would  be  adojiicd. 

Mr.  CASS  sug'gested,  that  as  the  hour  for  taking 
up  the  special  order  hacl  already  passed,  this  reso- 
lution should  be  passed  over. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution, 
and  it  was  adopted. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Wai.kf.u,  his  Secretary, 
announcing  that  he  had  approved  and  signed,  on 
tlu^  !](ith  instant,"  An  net  concerning  certain  collec- 
tion districts,  and  for  other  purposes;  and  "  An  act 
to  provide  clothing  for  volunteers  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States." 
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BILLS  INTRODUCED  ON  LEAVE. 

Mr.  BENTON  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  amend  tlie  65th  and  tlie  91st 
articles  of  war,  in  relation  to  the  practice  of  courts 
martial  and  courts  of  inquiry  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aifairs. 

[This  bill  provides  that  the  above-mentioned 
articles  shall  he  so  amended — 

1st.  That  all  deliberations  and  proceedings  in 
courts  martial  and  courts  of  inquiry  shall  be  in 
open  and  public  session. 

2il.  The  accused  shall  have  a  right  to  counsel. 

3d.  That  all  evidence  and  any  paper  offered  and 
rejected  by  decision  of  the  court  shall  be  entered 
in  an  appendix  at  the  request  of  the  pai-ty  offering 
the  same,  for  the  consideration  of  the  revising 
authority. 

4th.  That  all  questions  to  the  admissibility  of 
evidence  or  papers  shall  be  open  to  objection  be- 
fore being  decided  upon. 

5th.  That  in  all  decisions  and  in  all  the  findings 
of  the  court,  the  yeas  and  nays,  upon  the  demand 
of  the  minority,  shall  be  entered  on  record.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  granting  compensation  to  Samuel 
Leech,  for  services  in  investigating  suspended  sales 
in  the  Mineral  Point  land  district,  in  the  State  of 
Wisconsin;  and  no  amendment  having  been  offered, 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  was  sub- 
sequently read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  military 
force. 

Mr.  PHELPS  addressed  the  Senate,  and,  before 
concluding,  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment  having 
arrived,  gave  way  to  a  motion  to  adjourn;  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

[A  full  report  of  Mr.  P.'s  speech  will  be  found 
,  in  the  Appendix.] 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
FRir>A.Y,.. January  28,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  DANIEL  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  resolution  was  yesterday  passed  autho- 
rizing the  Clerk  to  employ  James  Young,  of  Wash- 
ington, to  compile  a  statement  of  all  the  claims  that 
have  been  before  Congress  from  the  14tli  to  the 
29th  Congress  inclusive,  showing  the  names  of  the 
claimants,  the  action  of  Congress  therf'on,  &c. 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  DANIEL,  in  sup- 
port of  his  motion,  and  by  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of 
Connecticut,  in  opposition — 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  tal>le;  which  motion  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  89,  nays  87. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 

THE   PRIVATE   CALENDAR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecti- 
cut, the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  private  bills,  (Mr.  McClelland,  of 
Michigan,  in  the  chair.) 

The  following  bills  were  taken  up,  considered, 
and  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
James  Brown; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Q,uinn; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Newton; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Russell  Goss; 

A  bdl  for  the  relief  of  Alborne  Allen. 

The  following  bills  were  taken  up,  and,  being 
objc(;ted  to,  were  laid  aside: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Brown,  widow  of 
Jacol)  Brown; 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John 
Paul  Jones; 

A  bill  directing  the  mode  of  settling  the  claims 
of  Charles  G.  Ridgley; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Culver; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Robinson; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Clapper; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Harriet  Barney; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  yVnthony  Walter  Bayard; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Calvin  Emmons; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  M.  Shreve. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  additional  examiners  in 
the  Patent  Office  was  taiccii  up,  and,  on  motion,  it 
was  ordered  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  the 


recommendation  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  tiie  Union. 

Mr.  SAWYER,  here  moved  that  the  committee 
rise  and  report;  and,  on  a  division  of  the  question, 
no  quorum  voted. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  126th  rule  of  the  House  be  enforced,  which  re- 
quires the  Chairman,  whenever  thecoramittee  finds 
itself  without  a, quorum,  to  have  the  roll  called, 
and  report  the  names  of  the  absentees  to  the 
House,  which  names  are  to  be  entered  on  the  Jour- 
nal. 

The  CHAIRMAN  accordingly  ordered  the  roll 
to  be  called;  when  it  appeared  that  158  members 
answered  to  their  names. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  Chairman 
reported  the  names  of  the  absentees  to  the  House, 
for  the  purpose  of  entering  the  same  on  the  Jour- 
nal as  required  by  the  rule. 

The  committee  then  again  resumed  its  session; 
when  the  follov/ing  bills  were  taken  up,  and,  be- 
ing objected  to,  were  laid  aside,  viz: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Anderson,  of  Mis- 
souri; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Hogan,  admin- 
istrator of  Michael  Hogan,  deceased; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  John  Snyder,  deceased; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Regnal  a/ios  Nick  Hillary; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  McAvoy; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barclay  &  Livingston, 
and  Smith,  Thurgar&  Co.; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  heirs  and  repre- 
sentatives of  Nathaniel  Cox,  deceased,  formerly 
navy  agent  at  New  Orleans; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Benns; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Hockett; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Ralston. 

A  bill  giving  further  time  for  satisfying  claims 
for  bounty  lands,  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
taken  up;  and,  on  motion,  it  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  House  v/ith  a  recoinmerKlatioti  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

A  large  number  of  other  bills  were  taken  up  and 
read,  but,  the  reports  accompanying  them  not  be- 
ing printed,  they  were  informally  laid  aside. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  to  the 
House  : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
James  Brown  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Gtuinn ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Newton  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Russell  Goss  ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alborne  Allen  : 
which  several  bills  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time;  and  were  engrossed,  read  a 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
currcncG. 

The  CHAIRMAN  also  reported  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whdle  had  directed  him  to  report  to 
the  House,  with  the  recommendation  that  they  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union — 

The  bill  to  provide  for  additional  examiners  in 
the  Patent  Office;  and 

The  bill  giving  further  time  for  satisfying  claims 
for  bounty  lands,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  said  bills  were  accordingly  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  SIMS  moved  to  discharge  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  from  the  bill  to  authorize  attach- 
ments on  mesne  process  in  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  provide 
more  speedy  and  effectual  legal  remedies  in  said 
District,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  that  said  bill 
be  referred  to  the  Conmiittee.of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.     Agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROOT,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  (Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, in  the  chair,)  on  the  President's  message,  and 
the  resolutions  referring  the  same  to  appropriate 
committees. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  said, 
as  this  was  one  of  the  days  set  apart  by  the  rules 
of  the  House  for  the  con.sidcration  of  private  bills, 
he  had  come  to  tl(p  House  unprepared  to  make  any 
remarks,  and  he  therefore  moved  that  theconnnit- 
tee  rise.     Agreed  to. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York, 

P-^esolvcd,  That  tlie  Secretary  or  Re^>i.stpr  of  the  Treasury 
sliall  be,  and  he  is  hrrtby,  aiithorized  to  annex  to  the  annuiil 
report  of  the  Register  of  the  Trea.~ury  on  the  commerce  and 
navigation  of  the  United  States,  the  statement  or  report  of 
the  collector  of  customs  of  tlie  commerce,  tonnage,  and 
business  of  the  port  or  district  of  Buffalo  Creek,  which  was 
received  at  the  Treasury  Department  on  or  about  the  13th 
day  of  December  last,  and  too  late  to  be  included  in  the  said 
annual  report  of  the  Rejister  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  said 
statement  or  report  of  the  said  collector  shall  be  printed 
with  and  be  annexed  to  the  said  copies  of  said  report  of  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  heretofore  ordered  to  be  primed 
for  the  use  of  this  House. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

By;  Mr.  DUER:  A  bill  to  alter  the  terms  of  the 
circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States 
for  the  northern  district  of  New  York.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  McCLERNAND:  A  bill  to  establish  a 
national  armory  at  Fort  Massac,  in  Illinois.  Read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois  and 
the  petitions  received  during  the  last  Congress, 
upon  the  same  subject,  were  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  COCKE  rose  to  make  a  personal  explana- 
tion.    Leave  being  granted  by  the  House — 

Mr.  C.  proceeded  to  say,  that  a  few  days  since, 
in  replying  to  some  of  the  remarks  of  his  colleague 
over  the  way.  [Mr.  Andrew  Johnson,]  he  found 
himself  reported  as  saying,  that  "  he  had  not  been 
'  aware  of  the  existence  of  such  a  state  of  things; 
'he  was  not  a  frequenter  of  such  places;  and 
'  therefore  had  no  personal  knowledge  on  the  sub- 
'  ject;  but  they  had  received  the  information  from 
'  his  colleague,  who  must  have  visited  them,  he 
'  presumed,  or  he  would  not  have  acquired  that 
'  information." 

Now,  Mr.  C.  felt  it  to  be  due  to  his  colleague 
here  to  say,  that  he  had  no  knowledge  at  all  of  his 
colleague's  having  been  in  the  habit  of  frequenting 
places"  of  the  description  named  ;  what  he  had 
said  was  in  mere  pleasantry,  and  intended  by  way 
of  repartee.  If  his  colleague  was  accustomed  to 
frequent  places  of  the  sort  he  had  described,  Mr. 
C.  had  no  knowledge  of  it,  nor  had  he  ever  heard 
of  any  such  thing.  Lest,  liowever,  he  might  unin- 
tentionally have  done  his  colleague  injustice,  or  in 
an);-  way  injured  his  feelings  or  reputation,  he 
volunteered  this  exjilanation,  which  he  hoped 
would  remove  any  such  impression  from  the  mind 
of  his  colleasue  or  of  any  other  person. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  replied,  that  he 
was  well  satisfied  with  the  explanation  which  had 
been  made.  A  consciousness  of  his  own  course 
of  conduct,  as  well  as  the  amicable  relations 
which  had  always  subsisted  between  his  colleague 
and  hiinself,  convinced  him  that  nothing  offensive 
or  injurious  could  have  been  intended  in  there- 
marks  he  had  made.  He  had  looked  upon  what 
had  occurred,  at  the  time  and  since,  as  a  mere 
playful  repartee,  not  intended  to  injure  him,  or  be 
seriously  understood  by  any  one. 

Mr.  COCKE  added,  that  he  had  hoped  that  that 
portion  of  his  remarks  would  not  have  been  pub- 
lished in  the  report  of  his  speech,  and  he  regretted 
that  they  had  been. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn.     Disagreed  to. 
EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS, 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing Executive  communications: 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
transmitting,  in  cornpliance  with  the  act  of  March 
2,  1799,  an  abstract  of  the  returns  made  to  the  de- 
partment by  the  collectors  of  customs,  pursuant 
to  the  act  of  May  28,  1796,  for  the  relief  and  pro- 
tection of  American  seamen,  showing  the  number 
of  seamen  registered  in  each  port  of  entry  of  the 
United  Sates  for  the  year  ending  the  30ih  of  Sep- 
tember, 1847.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 

ITlGrCG. 

A  communication  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
transmittins;,  in  conformity  with  the  fifth  section 
of  the  act  of  March  3,  1809,  a  slatcmeiH  of  the 
expenditures,  during  the  year  1847,  from  the  ap- 
propriation for  contingent  expenses  of  the  military 
establishment.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ex- 
penditures in  the  War  Do|wrtment. 

Mr  WHITE  asked  the  uuaniniou.s  con-scnt  of 
the  House  to  introduce  a  resolution.     Objected  to. 
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NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 
Mr.  BOWLIN  gave  notice  of  a  motion  for  leave 
to  iiitioduce  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  tntitled  "  An 
act  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of  tlie  lives 
of  passena;crs  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  steam,"  approved  July  9, 
1838;'Rnd  a  bill  to  ascertain  and  iix  the  fees  taxable 
in  favor  of  the  attorney  of  the  United  States  for 
Missouri,  for  services  rendered  in  the  Circuit  Court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Missouri. 

ftlr.  SLINGERLAND  gave  notice  of  a  motion 
for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  making  appropriations 
to  iinpi'ove  and  remove  the  obstructions  to  the 
navigation  of  the  Hudson  river,  above  and  below 
the  city  of  Albany,  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  the 
usual  number  of  the  annual  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  RICHARDSON,  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  compensation 
of  Samuel  Leech  for  services  in  the  investigation 
of  suspended  sales  in  the  Mineral  Point  district, 
Wisconsin,  was  taken  up,  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  the 
House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
aie  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  enti- 
tled '  An  act  to  regulate  the  exercise  of  the  appellate 
jurisdiction  of  the  Su[)reme  Court  in  certain  cases, 
and  for  other  purposes;'  "  to  which  the  following 
amendment,  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, was  pending,  viz  :  Strike  out  after  the  en- 
acting clause,  and  insert : 

'•  Ttiat  all  and  singular  tlie  provitinns  of  tlie  act  to  v.'I)icli 
this  is  a  supplfniKUt,  so  far  as  may  be,  shall  be,  and  tliey 
hereby  aro,n]a(iii  applicable  to  all  cases  which  weie  pending 
in  the  supreme  or  other  superior  courts  of  and  for  the  late 
Tirritory  of  Iowa,  at  the  time  the  said  Territory  was  admit- 
ted iiito  the  Union  as  a  State,  and  to  all  cases  in  which 
jiidLMiients  or  decrees  have  been  rendered  in  said  supreme 
or  superior  court  of  the  said  late  Territory  of  Iowa,  .ind  not 
hitherto  removed  as  aforesaid  by  writ  of  error  or  appeal. 

'<  Sec.  2.  ^tul  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  and  singular 
the  provisions  of  the  said  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement, 
so  far  as  may  be,  shall  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  made  appli- 
cable to  all  cases  which  may  be  pending  in  the  supreme  or 
other  superior  court  of  and  for  any  I'errilory  of  the  United 
States  which  ujay  hereafter  be  admitted  as  a  Stale  into  the 
Union  at  the  lime  ofit^  .admission,  and  to  all  cases  in  which 
judgments  or  decrees  shall  have  been  rendered  in  such  su- 
preme or  superior  c<mrt,  at  the  time  of  such  admission,  and 
not  previously  removed  by  writ  of  error  or  appeal." 

Mr.  HALL  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
inserting  between  the  word  "  act,'"  where  it  first 
occurs,  and  the  words  "  to  which,"  the  words  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  regulate  the  exercise  of  the  appel- 
late jurisdiction  of  the  supreme  court  in  certain 
cases,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  Febru- 
ary 22,  1847. 

Theamcndment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Iowa,  moved  further  to 
amend  the  amendment: 

"  JInd  Ite  it  further  enacted,  'i'liat  all  cases,  together  with 
all  process,  records,  orders,  judgments,  decrees,  and  pro- 
cet^diugs,  of  Fedeial  char.icteror  jurisdiction, and  notleaally 
transferred  to  the  State  courts  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  pending 
prior  to  and  at  the  time  of  the  admission  of  the  said  State  of 
Iowa  into  the  U]iion,in  the  district  or  supreme  eon  its  of  the 
said  Territory  of  Iowa,  are  hereby  transfeircil  to  the  district 
court  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  (^^,-lrietof  Iowa;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty-of  the  respective  clerks  of  the  said  courts 
of  the  said  Territory  of  Iowa,  or  their  successors  in  office, 
with  whom  the  records  and  proceedings  of  said  cases  may 
be  found,  upon  application  by  any  person  or  persons  inter- 
ested therein,  to  make  and  certify  a  full  and  complete  copy 
of  the  records  thereof,  and  transmit  the  same,  together  with 
all  the  original  process,  pleadings,  and  other  pajicrs  filed  in 
such  case  or  cases,  and  which  may  be  removed  without  mu- 
tititJTig  the  records  of  .said  courts,  to  the  clerk  of  the  said 
<li-lrict  court  of  the  United  States;  and  when  the  said 
records,  papers,  and  procee<lings  shall  be  thus  certified  to 
the  raid  la-l-nieiiiionid  -oiirt,  its  jurisdiction  shall  he  deem- 
ed iu;  full  null  eniii|,|,ti  as  that  of  the  court  in  which  the 
said  cas('  original -d  had  been  prior  to  the  said  admission  of 
the  Slate  of  Iowa,  or  iis  if  thi!  said  ease  had  been  originally 
instituted  in  .-aid  district  court  of  the  United  States." 

Tills  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  riucstioii  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  to 
the  Senute  bill  as  amended,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  then  read  a  third  time 
and  passed,  and  rciiirned  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence in  said  amendment. 

Mr.  HE.\LEY  moved  that  the  House  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  business  on  the  Speaker's 
taljje,  and  that  the  mes.'sage  from  the  President  of 
tin;  United  Slate.s  in  relation  to  the  return  of  General 
Santa  Anna  to  Mexico,  and  the  instructions  to 
Mr.  Slidell,  &c.,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

Pending  which  motion, 
The  House  ndjourned. 


PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred under  the  rule: 

By  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York  :  The  memorial  of  Dr. 
Ilartuell  Carver,  piayingfor  a  charter  to  build  a  railroad 
from  Lake  iMichisan  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

By  Mr.  CROWELL:  The  petition  of  W.  M.  Haley  and 
others,  citizens  of  Warren,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  praying 
for  peace  with  Mexico. 

By  Mr.  SLINGERL.'VND:  A  petition  of  Daniel  Palmer 
and  4a  others,  citizens  of  New  York.  Daniel  Palmer,  at 
the  early  age  of  seventeen  years,  volunteered  in  the  service 
of  his  country  in  tin;  late  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  ;  in  that  war  he  was  deprived  of  his  right 
leg ;  since  that  time  he  had  been  allowed  a  trifling  pension, 
until  he  enlisted  in  Ihe  Mexican  war;  and  now  he  prays 
Coniress  to  allow  him  his  pension  tliat  was  suspended  while 
he  was  enlisted  in  the  Mexican  war;  also,  to  allow  him 
bounty  for  his  land  or  treasury  scrip,  amwnnfiug  in  all  to 
^<^160.  Also,  a  petition  of  Colonel  H.  W.  Dolibin  and  many 
of  the  general  orticers  under  whom  he  served  in  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  praying  Congress  to  grant  him  a  pension 
(or  his  services  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  January  28,  1848. 

Mr.  GREENE  presented  a  resolution  from  the 
Legislature  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plant- 
ations, instructing  her  Senators,  &c.,  to  oppose 
any  proposition  to  lay  a  tax  on  tea  and  coffee; 
which  was  laid  on  tlie  table. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  Appalachicola,  in  the  State  of  Florida, 
praying  that  Mount  Vernon  may  be  purchased  by 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  W.  stated,  that  he  understood  that  there 
were  similar  petitions,  signed  by  some  three  hun- 
dred thousand  persons,  in  the  hands  of  other  Sen- 
ators, who  were  waiting  an  opportunity  to  present 
them.  Until  these  petitions  were  before  the  Sen- 
ate, the  best  disposition  to  be  made  of  the  one  he 
now  presented  would  be  to  let  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  petition  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  STURGEON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Messrs.  Cook,  Anthony,  Mahon,  and 
others;  which  v/as  read  a  first  time. 

]\Tr.  PEARCE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Li- 
brary, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  purchase  of 
the  papers  of  Alexander  Hamilton;  which  was 
read  a  first  time. 

Several  adverse  reports  were  considered  and 
agreed  to. 

BILL  INTRODUCED  ON  LEAVE. 

Mr.  RUSK,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  President  to  increase  the  naval  estab- 
lishment of  tlie  United  States;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  construction  of  a  light-house  on  Rticcoon  Point, 
Dernier  Isle,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana;  and  into  the  expe- 
diency of  an  a])propriation  for  a  floating  light  in  Atchafalaya 
bay.  State  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  MILLER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  lies  over: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  Senate  whether  he  has  caused  to  be 
laid  and  collected  any  taxes,  duties  or  imposts,  upon  goods 
and  merchandise  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
exported  by  such  citizens  from  the  United  States  to  Mexico; 
and  Jilso  what  is  the  rate  of  such  duties,  and  what  amount 
has  been  collected;  and  also  by  what  authority  the  same 
have  been  laid  and  collected. 

The  resolution  submitted  some  time  since  by 
Mr.  Hannec.\>j,  for  the  appointment  of  a  select 
committee  to  examine  in  what  manner  the  monu- 
ments erected  to  deceased  Senators  had  been  con- 
structed and  preserved,  was  taken  up  and  agreed 
to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  the  commit- 
tee was  ordered  to  consist  of  five  members,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Vice  President. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  appointed  Messrs. 
HANNEOANjMANfGUM,  HuNTER,  Crittenden,  and 
Douglas,  to  compose  said  committee. 
GENERAL  ORDERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAGBY,  a  bill  to  authorize 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Joseph  Noursc, 
deceased,  was  taken  up.  The  bill  was  then  read 
a  second  time,  and  considered  A  in -Committee  of 
the  Whole.  No  amendment  being  offered,  the  bill 
wns  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
and  was  tlien  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  UPHAM,  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Richard  Bloss  and  others,  was  taken  up.  The 
bill  was  then  read  a  second  time,  and  was  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole;  an  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  committee  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  bill  was  reported  as  amended.  The  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  was  then 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  a 
bill  making  further  provision  for  the  surviving 
widows  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  was  taken 
up.  The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  No 
amendment  being  offered,  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  was  then 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TURNEY,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  to  ex- 
tend the  patent  of  Jethro  Wood. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  having  withdrawn  the  amend- 
iTient  previously  submitted  by  him,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing proviso,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  bill  ; 

Provided,  neuertkelcss.  That  the  owner  of  any  plough  here- 
tofore constructed  on  the  principle  of  said  invention,  or  his 
assigns,  shall  continue  to  have  the  same  right  to  use  and  dis- 
pose of  such  plough  for  use,  that  he  or  they  would  have  had 
if  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  over  informally. 
THE    TEN-REGIMENT    BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  military 
force. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  have  been  desired  to  state  that 
it  is  the  wisli  of  my  friends  on  this  side  of  the 
Chamber,  that  this  debate  should  be  brousht  to  a 
close  within  tlie  most  reasonable  time.  There  is 
no  disposition  on  this  side  of  the  Chamber  to  in- 
terfere in  the  slightest  degree  with  the  freedom  of 
debate,  or  to  prevent  the  fullest  expression  of  opin- 
ion on  the  part  of  every  member  of  the  Senate;  but 
we  believe  that  it  is  very  important  that  the  debate 
on  this  subject  should  be  speedily  brought  to  a 
close.  There  are  other  important  measures  which 
await  the  action  of  this  body,  which  must  neces- 
sarily be  delayed  till  this  bill  be  disposed  of.  It 
has  occurred  to  us  that  hereafter,  every  gentleman 
who  addresses  the  Senate  on  this  bill,  should  ter- 
minate his  speech  on  the  same  day.  We  will  have 
great  pleasure  in  sitting  as  late  as  maybe  neces- 
sary; but  we  do  hope  that  no  Senator  will  here- 
after occupy  more  than  one  day.  I  am  requested, 
further,  to  state,  that  it  is  our  hope  that  this  debate 
may  be  brought  to  a  close,  if  not  at  the  end  of  next 
week,  as  early  in  the  week  after  as  possible. 

Mr.  PHELPS  then  resumed  and  concluded  his 
remarks.  [A  report  of  Mr.  P.'s  speech  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  DOV/NS  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  execu- 
tive business;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  doors  were  re-opened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned  till  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  January  29,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  the 
usual  resolution  terminating  the  debate  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Mary  Brown,  widow  of  Jacob 
Brown,  in  ten  minutes  after  the  House  shall  again 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  pri- 
vate bills. 

Mr.  H:ALL,  of  New  York,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table.     Disagreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  resolution, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

DEFINITE    APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  In- 
dian Department  and  for  fuililling  treaty  stipuliitions 
with  the  various  Indian  tribes  for  the  year  ending 
June  '30,  1849.     Read  and  committed. 

Also,  a  bill  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  apnro- 
priations  for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  IH48. 

Mr.  V.  said,  that  before  tlie  vole  was  taken  on 
the  motion  to  commit  the  bill,  he  desired  to  state 
that  he  should  call  it  up  for  the  action  of  the  House 
upon  it  as  soon  as  the  bill  and  the  [lajiers  which 
accompanied  it  could  be  printed.  It  proposed  to 
appropriate  a  large  sum  of  money,  between  twelve 
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and  thirteen  millions  of  dollars,  in  addition  to  a 
million  appropriated  early  in  the  session,  to  supply 
the  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress  for  the  expenses  of  the  now  cur- 
rent fiscal  year.  The  House  would,  therefore,  see 
the  necessity  of  prompt  action  upon  it,  as  seven 
months  of  the  year  had  already  passed  away. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  been 
prevented  from  reporting  this  bill  at  an  earlier  day 
by  circumstances  not  under  its  own  control.  It 
will  be  recollected,  tliat  at  the  beginning-  of  the  ses- 
sion a  million  of  dollars  was  appropriated  to  meet 
the  immediate  wants  of  the  department  until  the 
residue  of  the  deficiency  could  be  inquired  into. 
On  looking  into  the  estimates,  it  was  found  that 
the  Paymaster  General  had  reported  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session, 
that  he  could  not  estimate  for  the  deficiency  in  his 
department  till  he  received  further  returns  from 
Mexico.  About  four  weeks  ago,  the  Secretary  of 
War  transmitted  to  the  committee  the  Paymaster's 
estimate  of  the  deficiency  in  that  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice, amounting  to  three  million  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-one  thousand  dollars.  It  was  laid  be- 
fore the  committee  the  day  after  its  receipt;  but  as 
it  was  not  accompanied  by  a  detailed  statement  of 
the  items,  the  committee  directed  him  to  write  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  for  such  a  statement,  both 
from  the  Paymaster  and  Gluartermaster's  Depart- 
ments. He  believed  every  diligence  and  effort  had 
been  used  by  the  department  to  comply  with  the 
call  of  the  committee  at  as  early  a  day  as  practica- 
ble, but  it  was  not  till  within  the  present  week  that 
the  information  had  been  received  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

There  was  another  bill,  also,  which  required  the 
prompt  attention  of  the  House,  and  which  he  would 
avail  himself  of  this  occasion  to  give  notice  of  his 
intention  to  call  up  at  an  early  day.  He  had  re- 
ference to  the  loan  bill.  He  had  imagined  that 
the  fortunate  discovery  of  an  error,  which  showed 
there  were  in  the  treasury  near  seven  millions  of 
means  at  its  command  more  than  was  supposed  to 
exist  there,  had  obviated  the  necessity  of  immediate 
action  on  that  bill.  But  two  days  ago  he  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  acting  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  stating  that  its  immediate  consideration 
was  highly  necessary.  It  is  known  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  that  the  annual  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  not  yet  been  printed. 
The  examination  of  the  statements  and  tables  ap- 
pended to  that  report  are  absolutely  essential  to  a 
correct  understanding  of  the  state  of  the  finances. 
It  was  his  intention  to  have  accompanied  the  bill 
with  a  written  report,  which  could  not  be  made 
without  the  aid  of  that  document.  The  reporting 
of  the  bill  had  been  delayed  as  long  as  the  commit- 
tee thought  themselves  justified  in  withholding  it, 
for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  Secretary's  report  in 
print;  but,  as  it  was  not  printed,  he  refrained  from 
making  a  written  report,  for  fear  that,  without  the 
aid  of  that  document,  he  might  fall  into  some  great 
mistake,  which  for  a  time  might  mislead  the  House 
and  the  country.  He  himself  had  called  several 
times  at  the  printing  office  to  inquire  about  that  re- 
port; other  members  of  the  committee,  he  believed, 
had  done  the  same  thing.  It  was  not  yet  forth- 
coming. He  did  not  feel  able  or  willing  to  enter 
upon  the  discussion  of  that  bill  till  he  had  had  an 
opportunity  to  read  and  thoroughly  study  the  Sec- 
retary's report.  The  request  of  the  acting  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury jWas,  however,  so  urgent  for  imme- 
diate action,  that  he  should,  on  Wednesday  next, 
move  to  take  up  that  bill,  and  leave  it  to  the  House 
to  decide  whether  they  would  consider  it  before 
they  had  had  an  opportunity  to  see  that  report. 
He  was  directed  by  the  committee  to  bring  this 
subject  of  the  public  printing  to  the  notice  of  the 
House. 

The  appropriation  billa  for  the  next  fiscal  year, 
commencing  on  the  1st  of  July  next,  are  in  the 
course  of  preparation,  and  those  not  already  pre- 
sented will  be  reported  as  soon  as  practicable.  It 
will  be  recollected  that  it  is  but  a  short  time  since 
the  reports  of  the  different  departments  which  ac- 
company the  President's  message  have  been  printed 
and  laid  on  our  tables.  The  reports  of  the  differ- 
ent bureaus  to  the  heads  of  the  departments  give 
the  detailed  operations  of  the  Government,  and 
show  the  necessity  of  such  appropriations  as  are 
discretionary,  tie  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
read  these  reports,  and  ct)mpare  them  with  the 
estimates,  before  presenting  the  annual  appropria- 
tion bills,  as  that  was  the  proper  source  to  look  to 


for  explanation  respecting  the  estimates.  There 
is  a  rule  of  the  House  that  requires  the  appropria- 
tion bills  to  be  reported  within  thirty  days  after 
the  appointment  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  Pie  wished  to  say  a  word  about  that  rule, 
and  the  reason  of  its  adoption.  Formerly,  the  fiscal 
year  commenced  with  the  calendar  year  on  the  1st 
of  January.  It  followed,  of  course,  that,  if  the 
appropriations  were  not  made  by  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary in  each  year,  the'operations  of  the  Government 
were  carried  on  without  any  provision  for  payment. 
Everything  was  carried  on  in  anticipation  of  and 
upon  the  faith  that  Congress  would  make  the  ap- 
propriations: and  thus  it  sometimes  happened  in 
the  long  sesion  that  the  year  was  almost  half  gone 
before  the  appropriations  were  made  to  meet  the 
necessary  expenditures  of  the  Government.  This 
state  of  things  every  year  occasioned  much  embar- 
rassment to  the  Executive  Departments,  and  was 
attended  with  heavy  losses  to  such  of  the  public 
creditors  as  could  not  wait  for  the  tardy  movements 
of  Congress.  To  remedy  this  evil,  this  rule  of  the 
House  was  adopted.  It  was  found  to  be  an  inef- 
ficient remedy,  because  of  the  impossibility  of 
making  the  appropriations  by  the  time  the  fiscal 
year  commenced.  It  was  finally  wholly  obviated 
by  changing  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year 
from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  1st  of  July.  So 
that  if  the  appropriations  were  now  made,  no  part 
of  them  would  be  wanted  for  more  than  three 
months  to  come.  This  rule,  however,  was  left  fo 
stand  among  the  rules  of  the  House,  though  now 
of  little  practical  utility.  He  would  endeavor  to 
see  that  the  appropriations  were  all  made  in 
time  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Government,  and 
that  no  detriment  to  the  public  service  should  arise 
from  want  of  timely  action  of  the  House  upon 
them. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  VvT'ays  and  Means  had  given  notice,  as 
he  understood,  that  he  would  call  up  a  very  im- 
portant bill  on  Wednesday  next,  on  account  of 
the  urgent  request  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  that  he  would  do  this  in  advance  of  the  print- 
ing of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Mr.  A.  rose  that  he  might  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  and  of  the  country  to  this  state  of  things. 
Here  was  the  House,  in  the  very  last  days  of  Jan- 
uary, still  without  a  copy  of  so  important  a  docu- 
ment as  the  great  fiscal  report  from  the  Treasury 
Department. 

Here  Mr.  BOYD  raised  an  inquiry  in  relation 
to  order,  but  the  SPEAKER  ruled  Mr.  A.  to  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said,  gentlemen  need  not  feel 
sensitive;  he  was  not  going  into  any  extended  re- 
marks. His  object  was  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  asid  of  the  public  to  what  had  been  stated 
as  the  cause  of  this  unprecedented  delay,  and  to 
put  to  any  member  of  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
who  happened  to  be  present,  the  inquiry,  when 
they  were  to  expect  the  copies  of  this  report  to  be 
laid  on  their  tables.'  He  saw  a  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Conger]  in  his  seat,  who  belong- 
ed to  that  committee.  He  would  thank  that  gen- 
tleman to  answer,  if  he  could,  the  inquiry  he 
had  put. 

Mr.  CONGER  said,  that,  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  he  could  only  say  that  he 
had  had  an  interview  with  the  public  i)rinter  some 
two  or  three  days  since;  and  that  officer  had  then 
informed  him  that  the  body  of  the  report  had  been 
taken  back  repeatedly,  by  order  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  for  alteration;  and  he  gave  that 
as  the  reason  for  the  delay  which  had  occurred. 
It  was  this  interruption,  coming  from  the  depart- 
ment itself,  which  had  prevented  an  earlier  deliv- 
ery of  the  printed  copies  of  the  report;  and  he  had 
added,  that  if  the  manii.script  should  not  again  be 
taken  out  of  his  hands,  the  copies  would  be  ready 
for  delivery  in  two  or  three  days.  A  part  of  it 
was  now^  in  type.  That  was  the  only  explanation 
Mr.  C.  had  to  give  in  answer  to  the  inquiry  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts:  that  was  the  ex- 
planation he  had  received  from  the  public  printer. 

Mr.  McKAY  would  like  to  know  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Conger,]  what  changes 
those  were  which  he  stated,  on  the  authority  of  the 
public  printer,  to  have  been  made  in  the  report.' 
Were  they  in  the  tabular  statement.' 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  committee  were  not  in- 
formed. 

Mr.  McKAY  said,  that  having  heard  the  rumors 
which  were  circulating  in  the  House  that  the  tables 


accompanying  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  been  withdrawn  and  altered,  or 
others  substituted  in  lieu  thereof,  he  had  seen  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  whose  business  it  was 
to  prepare  those  tabular  statements,  and  had  men- 
tioned these  rumors  to  him;  and  he  now  stated, 
upon  his  authority — the  authority  of  Mr.  Graham, 
an  excellent  and  very  honest  man — that  there  was 
not  the  slightest  foundation  in  the  world  for  tlie 
rumor;  that  not  a  single  table  had  been  altered; 
that  the  tables  were  there  now  as  they  were  first 
presented  in  the  report. 

He  was  not  going  into  a  commentary  or  criti- 
cism upon  the  statements  made  by  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
He  was  glad  to  learn  from  that  gentlsman  that  he 
had  determined  to  call  up  on  Wednesday  next  the 
bill  giving  the  Government  authority  to  borrow  a 
sum  of  money  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  public 
service. 

With  regard  to  the  delay  that  had  attended  the 
execution  of  the  public  printing,  the  whole  House 
must  be  aware  that  it  was  owing  to  causes  which 
were  apparent  to  all.  In  the  first  place,  the  sys- 
tem of  printing  had  been  changed.  Formerly,  the 
printing  had  been  done  by  printers  appointed  by 
the  House.  Now,  it  was  done  by  contract.  He 
had  voted  against  that  law  himself.  Pie  presumed 
his  friend  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Ashmun]  and 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  voted  for  it. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  begged  the  gentleman's  pardon. 
He  did  not  vote  for  it.  He  had  always  thought  it 
a  "  penny-wise  and  pound-foolish"  operation. 

Mr.  McKAY,  (continuing.)  At  any  rate  he 
would  cast  no  imputation  on  the  printers.  He 
hoped  they  would  be  able  to  perform  their  con- 
tract: they  said  they  would.  The  documents  this 
session  were  very  voluminous;  the  President's 
message  and  accompanying  documents  made  a 
document  nearly  twice  as  large  this  year  as  last 
year.  Owing  to  the  existence  of  a  state  of  war, 
the  reports  of  all  our  generals,  Secretaries  of  War 
and  the  Navy,  and,  in  fact,  of  all  our  officers, 
were  much  larger,  and  made  a  document  of  nearly 
two  thousand  pages.  Was  not  tfiis  an  explana- 
tion of  the  delay  ? 

But,  in  regard  to  the  remark  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  that  the  House  would 
be  called  on  Monday  next  to  act  upon  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means 

[A  voice  :  "On  Wednesday."] 

No,  (said  Mr.  McK.;)  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Vinton,]  if  he  understood  him  correctly, 
gave  notice  that  he  would  call  up  on  Monday  next 
the  bill  making  appropriations  to  supply  defi- 
cjcncics. 

Mr.  VINTON  (Mr.  McK.  yielding)  said  he 
had  stated  that,  as  soon  as  the  bill  which  he  had 
this  morning  reported  to  supply  deficiencies  could 
be  printed,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  he 
would  call  it  up. 

Mr.  McKAY  (resuming)  .supposed  it  would  be 
printed,  with  the  documents,  by  Monday. 

In  regard  to  the  deficiency  bill,  the  House  (said 
Mr.  McK.)  were  already  in  possession  of  full  in- 
formation— of  every  item  of  information  which 
could  have  any  bearing  upon  it.  There  was  noth- 
ing at  all  in  the  Secretary's  report  in  reference  to 
these  deficiencies,  except  his  financial  statement, 
and  that  was  published  weeks  ago,  during  the  sec- 
ond week  of  the  session. 

Mr.  ASPIMUN  (interposing)  said,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  about  the  tables  connected  with  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  he  had  this  mo- 
ment been  informed  by  the  public  printer  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  now,  at  this  mo- 
ment, in  his  possessiwn  these  tables. 

Mr.  McKAY.  Well,  I  am  authorized  by  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  Mr.  Graham,  to  state 
that  the  tables  liave  undergone  no  change  at  all 
since  they  were  sent  in  accompanying  the  Secre- 
tary's report,  when  it  was  first  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CONGER  wished  to  make  a  further  state- 
ment on  this  subject,  and  (Mr.  McK.  yielding)  he 
said  he  (Mr.  C'.)  had  not  only  been  informed  by 
the  printer,  at  this  instant,  of  the  same  fact  which 
was  communicated  bv  him  to  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  but  that  the  proofs  of 
this  document,  which  he  understood  was  now 
ready  to  be  laid  upon  their  tables,  were  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  revi- 


266 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Jan.  29, 


sion;  thai  he  (the  Secretary)  had  not  yet  sent  them 
back  to  him,  and  this  was  the  cause  of  the  delay. 
In  relation  tii  the  President's  message,  he  wislied 
further  to  state  what  the  public  printer  had  inform- 
ed the  Committee  on  Printing  was  the  cause  of  the 
delay  of  that  document;  that  he  had  furnished 
and  was  furnishing  that  document  as  fast  as  the 
lithoijraphic  maps  contained  in  it  were  furnished 
to  him. 

This  statement  he  deemed  it  a  matter  of  justice 
to  the  printer  to  mak'e. 

Mr.  McKAV  (resuming)  said  the  proof-sheets, 
he  supposed,  had  been  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  Everybody  knew,  that  of  large  volu- 
minous documents  like  this,  the  proof-sheets  were 
placed,  for  revision,  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary, 
or  the  person  making  the  reports,  to  secure  accu- 
racy. But,  to  show  that  the  gentleman  was  ut- 
terly mistaken,  here  (said  Mr.  McK.,  holding  up 
a  printed  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury)  is  the  document  itself  How  was  it 
possible  for  it,  or  parts  of  it,  to  lie  in  the  Treasury 
Department,  when  the  printed  document  was  now 
in  their  document  room?  And  every  gendeman, 
by  going  up  to  the  document  rooiti,  (for  the  prac- 
tice was  now  changed,  and,  instead  of  the  docu- 
ments being  placed  on  the  desks  of  the  members, 
they  were  taken  u|)  to  the  document  room,)  could 
supply  himself  with  a  copy. 

Mr.  ASHMUN.  Will  "the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  state,  that  the  public  printer  tells  me  they  were 
placed  there  this  morning  for  the  first  time.' 

Mr.  McKAY.  No  matter  about  that.  I  con- 
tradict, positively,  peremptorily,  the  statement 
that  any  alieration  has  been  made  in  the  tables  at 
the  department.  And  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  on  the  Committee  of  Printing,  [Mr.  Con- 
GKR,]  himself,  only  a  day  or  two  a»o,  asked  this 
House  for  permission  to  have  an  addition  made  to 
this  report  of  something  which  had  been  received 
since  the  report  was  conmiunicated. 

He  had  but  one  remark  in  reference  to  tlie  state- 
ment of  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Waj's  and  Means  in  regard  to  the  time  in  which 
the  approprititiQn  bills  should  be  reported.  There 
was  a  rule  of  the  House  requiring  them  to  be  re- 
ported within  thirty  days  after  the  appointment  of 
the  committee.  That  time  had  elapsed;  and  the 
honorable  chairman  said  the  failure  to  comply 
with  the  rule  and  the  delay  were  owing  in  a  great 
degree  to  a  want  of  the  documents  which  were  ne- 
cessary. Now,  he  admitted,  that  in  regard  to  one 
or  two  of  these  bills,  which  the  committee  were 
required  peremptorily  to  report  within  thirty  days, 
that  was  a  good  justification.  The  navy  appro- 
priation bill,  for  instance,  could  not  be  reported, 
because  the  explanations  were  all  contained  in  that 
part  of  the  documents  accompanying  the  Presi- 
dent's message  wliich  came  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, and  the  message  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments had  been  buta  few  days  printed  entire;  but  in 
re^jard  to  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  which  was 
the  large  bill,  he  hazarded  the  assertion  here,  from 
some  familiarity  with  the  business  of  the  commit- 
tee, that  there  was  no  gentleman  who  would  find 
any  information  at  all  in  the  voluminous  docu- 
ments accomponying  the  message  which  had  the 
slightest  bearing  upon  any  item  in  that  bill:  and 
so  in  regard  to  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  Now, 
two  years  ago,  with  a  view  of  obviating  this  very 
difficulty,  a  resolution  passed  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  requiring  the  estimates  to  be  prepared 
and  printed  in  advance,  so  as  to  be  laid  on  the 
tables  of  members  at  the  opening  of  the  session. 
That  had  been  done  for  the  last  two  sessions.  The 
document  was  now  in  the  document  room,  and 
every  gentleman  could  go  up  and  gel  it. 

F-Ie  concurred  with  tlx;  honnralile  chairman,  and 
did  not  think  it  of  any  importance  to  report  within 
the  first  thirty  days.  He  <Vould  be  glad  if  the 
committee  would  take  time  to  examine  these  bills 
and  retrench  and  cut  down,  as  he  thought  could  be 
done  with  regard  to  the  public  service.  The  great 
matter  was  not  that  they  should  be  reported  with- 
in the  first  thirty  days.  He  thought  that  was  a 
bad  rule,  and  ought  to  he  repealed,  in  consequence 
of  the  change  of  the  commencement  of  tlie  fi.vir.al 
yfnr.  More  time  should  lie  allowetl  to  the  com- 
mittee to  prepare  their  bills;  liut  after  the  bills 
were  reported  to  the  House,  the  great  cause  of 
complaint  was,  that  the  House  would  never  act 
upon  ihem;  that  they  were  not  taken  up  till  iIir 
cloMCtif  the  session,  and  then  were  hurried  thi-oui,'h 
wiiiiout  anything   like   due   deliberation;  and   in 


short  sessions,  frequently  on  the  very  last  night  of 
the  session,  the  two  Houses  were  compelled  to 
make  appropriations  which  their  own  judgment 
would  revolt  at  if  they  had  time  to  deliberate. 
Now,  what  he  wanted  was  this — that  when  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
made  the  motion  to  take  up  these  bills,  the  House 
would  do  so,  and  act  upon  them  in  time,  and  let 
them  go  to  the  Senate,  so  that  they  would  not  be 
compelled  to  hurry  them  through  at  the  very  last 
hours  of  the  session.  Millions  had  been  voted 
away  in  this  way  without  anybody's  knowing 
anything  at  all  where  it  had  gone  until  it  was  too 
late  to  remedy  it. 

He  gave  notice  that  he  should,  at  an  early  day, 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution  authorizmg  and 
requiring  all  these  public  documents,  which  the 
President  and  the  heads  of  the  departments  were 
required  to  communicate  annually  to  Congress,  to 
be  printed  in  advance — making  it  the  duty  of  the 
President  and  the  heads  of  the  departments  to 
have  them  prepared  and  printed,  ready  to  be  laid 
on  their  tables  at  the  opening  of  the  session. 
There  could  not  then  be  any  ground,  more  than 
two  months  after  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, for  gentlemen  to  get  up  and  sayj^for  want  of 
diligence  on  the  part  of  the  printer,  because  these 
documents  have  not  been  sent  in,  we  cannot  act 
promptly  on  these  various  subjects.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  the  House  would  pass  his  resolution 
when  he  introduced  it,  and  it  would  remove  and 
obviate  many  of  the  inconveniences  and  com- 
plaints which  they  now  suffered. 

As  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  ffiven  notice 
that  he  would  call  up  the  loan  bill  on  Wednesday, 
understanding  that  there  was  a  communication  on 
the  Clerk's  table  which  related  to  this  stibject,  he 
asked  that  it  miaht  be  taken  up  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  first  question 
would  be  on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  ViMTON,]  that  the  bill  reported  by  him 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and,  with  the  accompanying 
papers,  be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUDSON,  referring  to  the  remarks  which 
had  been  made  in  relation  to  the  document  which 
had  been  handed  to  them  this  morning,  said  it  had 
been  stated,  he  believed,  that  the  delay  in  printing 
that  document  was  occasioned  by  its  revision  or 
the  retention  of  the  proof  in  the  hands  of  the  Secre- 
tary. On  the  other  hand,  it  had  been  suggested 
that  the  statement  could  not  be  true;  that  there 
must  be  some  misrepresentation  in  the  case,  be- 
cause they  had  the  document  now  upon  their  ta- 
bles. He  was  informed  by  the  public  printer  that 
the  proofs  were  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  that  the  public  printer  had 
express  directions  from  him  not  to  deliver  the  doc- 
ument until  these  proofs  were  revised;  and  that 
the  document  had  been  sent  in  this  morning  at  the 
bidding  of  the  Committee  on  Pi'inting  of  the  two 
Houses,  the  public  printer  considering  himself 
under  obligation  rather  to  obey  the  mandate  of  the 
Committee  on  Printing  than  the  request  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  that,  while  this 
document  was  now  on  their  tables,  several  of  the 
proof  sheets  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary, 
and  not  returned  byhim,orhad  not  been  returned 
when  these  documents  left  the  printing-office. 

Mr,  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman say  when  these  ptoofs  were  sent  to  the 
Secretary  ? 

Mr.  HUDSON  (not  hearing  the  request)  con- 
tinuing, said  he  would  also,  while  he  was  on  the 
floor,  make  a  single  remark  upon  the  delay  that 
seciYied  to  be  chnrged — to  some  extent,  perhaps, 
upon  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  sub- 
mitting their  report — by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina. 

Mr.  McKAY  (interposing)  said  he  made  no 
complaint.  He  thoueht  it  desirable,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  the  committee  should  take  more  liine 
in  preparing  their  bills.  He  only  said  he  thought 
the  documents  were  not  wanted  to  enable  them  to 
act  upon  the  deficiency  bill  and  upon  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  appropriatmn  bill. 

Mr.  HUDSON  had  understood  the  gentleman 
to  inlimale  that  some  of  the  bills  might  have  been 
reported  at  an  earlier  day,  and  he  had  seemed  to 
intimate  that  there  had  been  some  unnecessary 
delay.  He  (Mr.  H.)  had  only  to  say  in  reference 
to  this,  that  there  was  no  member  of  that  commit- 
tee who  was  more  desirous  of  sifting  the  whole 


matter  of  appropriations,  and  very  justly,  who 
kept  more  constantly  sending  to  the  departments 
for  further  information,  or  who  was  more  desirous 
of  waiting  till  that  information  was  obtained,  than 
thegentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  McKay.] 
He  did  not  mention  this  in  the  way  of  complaint, 
but  rather  to  commend  the  gentleman  for  his  fidel- 
ity in  this  case,  and  to  account  further  for  the  delay 
(if  any  had  existed)  on  the  part  of  that  committee 
in  preparing  their  bills. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
reference  and  the  printing,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  which  was  referred  to  the  Conmiittee  of 
Ways  and  Means: 

"  Treasury  DepartjMent,  Januani  99,  1848. 

"Sir:  Since  the  cUite  of  my  la>t  comniMnication,  fixing 
tlie  amount  of  tlie  loan  of  uvelve  inilliniis  of  dollars,  a  letter 
(a  copy  of  which  is  hereto  aniK'xotl,  dat^-d  the  21st  instant,) 
has  been  received  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  aiviiig  the  in- 
formation that  lie  had  submitted  to  the  Commiltt'e  of  Ways 
and  Means  estimates  to  the  amount  of  $3,808,000  since  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  in  addition  to  those  hereto- 
fore submitted  ;  I  have  therefore  the  honor  to  request  that 
the  loan  should  be  grantedforthesum  of  .§18,000,000,  wliich, 
it  is  lielievcd,  will  be  all  that  will  be  necessary  to  ask  for 
durins;  the  present  session  of  Consress. 

"  [  have  thelionor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  vour  obedient 
servant,  Me'cLINTOC'K  YOUNG, 

"  Jlcling  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury. 

"Hon.  E.  C.  WiNTHROP, 

Sj7c.;fce)-  of  the  House  of  Representatives." 

Mr.  ASHMUN  wished  to  correct  a  statement 
which  he  had  made,  personal  to  himself,  in  reply 
to  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Mc- 
Kay.] When  the  gentleman  referred  to  the  reso- 
lution in  relation  to  letting  out  the  printing  at  con- 
tract, and  intimated  that  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  voted 
for  it,  he  had  replied  at  the  s[)ur  of  the  moment 
that  he  considered  it  a  foolish  operation.  On  ex- 
amination, his  memory  was  corrected;  he  did  vote 
for  it.  And  the  error  which  he  made  was  this: 
that,  when  the  proposition  was  made  to  cut  down 
Ritchie  &  Heiss  to  the  contract  price,  he  had  voted 
against  his  political  friends,  and  in  favor  of  the 
Democratic  printers.  This  had  led  him  into  the 
error. 

Mr.  FARRELLY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  to  provide  for  additional  exami- 
ners in  the  Patent  Office  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union; 
which  motion  lies  over  for  the  present. 

The  Senate  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  Joseph  Nourse,  deceased,  was 
taken  up,  read,  and  rel'crred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 
Mr.  HENLEY  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  risen 
this  morning  to  a  personal  explanation;  and  I  will 
remark,  that  I  think  if  all  explanations  of  this  char- 
acter were  as  brief  and  explicit  as  the  one  I  am 
about  to  make,  they  would  not  be  so  unpopular  in 
this  House.  Some  time  since,  sir,  a  member  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Hampton]  wrote  to  his  district, 
for  puljlication,  a  letter,  containing  the  charge  that 
the  amendment  offered  by  me  to  the  joint  resolu- 
tion of  thanks  to  General  Taylor  and  his  army  for 
their  achievement  at  Buena  Vista,  was  intended  to 
defeat  or  embarrass  it.  This  I  did  not  think  proper 
to  notice  But  now,  sir,  another  member  from 
that  State  [Mr.  Nes]  has  repeated  the  same  charge, 
for  the  purpose,  I  suppose,  of  screening  himself 
from  the  odium  of  his  vote  on  the  ainendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  It  is  unfair 
for  any  man  to  attempt  to  throw  the  burden  of  his 
own  sins  upon  another.  I  will  read  the  paragraph 
to  which  I  wish  to  allude: 

"Kut  an  attempt  is  also  mndeto  prejudice  the  public  mind 
asainsl  mo  by  eonnectinft  this  subject  with  a  vole  of  thanks 
to  (ieueral  Ta\  lor.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  an  amend- 
ment has  been  ofl'ereil  by  a  member  from  Indiana  to  the  res- 
olution of  lliaiiks,  dcsismn!  to  cinhaiToss  it,  to  which  the 
amendment  of  ."Mr.  Aslimun  was  a  countcr-iiioveinenl." 

Of  the  propriety  and  )iarliamentary  courtesy  of 
members  writing  letters  for  publication,  impunning 
the  motives  of  others,  I  leave  for  the  judginent  of 
the  House  and  the  good  sense  of  the  people  to  de- 
termine. What  1  desire  to  say  is,  thai  if  either  or 
both  of  the  members  from  Pennsylvania  intend  to 
say  that  I  "  (/f.signc'/  lo  cmhnirass"  the  vote  of 
thanks  to  Geneial  Tnylornnd  his  army,  they  utter 
what,  in  point  of  fact,  is  not  correct.  They  have 
no  means  of  knowing  my  designs,  and  have  no 
right  to  speak  of  them  in  this  unqualified  manner. 
It  was  the  very  furthest  from  my  "  dcsisns"  lo  em- 
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barrass  this  vote  of  thaaks,  but  to  place  it  in  a 
light  in  which  it  would  be  worth  having — to  ex- 
press to  the  world  that  the  thanks  were  tendered 
by  a  grateful  people  in  good  faith,  for  noble  deeds 
done  w  defence  of  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  na- 
tion, and  not  in  prosecuting  an  unnecessary  and 
an  unconstitutional  war.  1  consider  this  amend- 
ment as  having  been  made  necessary  to  defend  the 
army  in  genera!,  and  General  Taylor  in  particular, 
against  the  foul  accusations  that  have  been  made 
here  and  elsewhere,  to  the  effect  that  this  war  is  a 
lawless  invasion  of  the  territory  of  an  innocent 
neighbor,  and  our  army  little  better  than  a  hand  of 
Vobbers;  and  I  shall  offer  it  to  every  proposition 
of  a  like  character  which  may  be  proposed  while  I 
am  a  member  of  this  body. 

I  believe  that  no  honors  can  be  won  in  an  unjust 
cause,  and  no  thanks  would  be  acceptable  to  a 
brfive  and  generous  mind,  from  those  whose  de- 
nunciations have  been  so  often  thundered  forth 
against  the  justice  of  the  cause  in  which  this  bril- 
liant achievement  was  performed. 

PRIVATE    BILLS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecti- 
cut, the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  private  bills,  (Mr.  Chapmav,  of 
Maryland,  in  the  chaii-.) 

The  first  bill  taken  up  was  the  bill  for  tlie  relief 
of  Mary  Bi'own,  widow  of  Jacob  Brown;  to  which 
an  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Bowlin  was  pend- 
ing, viz  :  insert  after  the  word  "Massachusetts" 
the  words  "  aged  seventy-four  years,  and  born  be- 
fore the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war." 

The  question  on  the  amendment  wns  put,  and  it 
was  agreed  to. 

After  a  short  discussion  on  points  of  order,  the 
time  limited  by  the  resolution  for  debate  on  this 
bill  expii-ed. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  the  following  proviso  : 

"  ProDiilcrl,  Tiint  tliis  pension  is  granted  in  consideration 
of  the  gallantry  and  deatli  of  Major  Jacoli  Brown,  (lier  step- 
EOM,)  in  command  of  the  fort  opposite  Matauioros,  and  shall 
not  htt  regarded  as  a  precedent  in  other  cases." 

Disagreed  to. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  moved  that  the 
bill  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  the  recommend- 
ation that  it  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  with  instructions  to  report 
a  general  bill. 

Mr.  ROMAN  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Stuart's 
motion  by  adding  the  following  : 

"  Providing  pensions  for  all  widows  of  revolutionary  offi- 
^cers  and  soldiers:  ProrirleJ,  said  widows  were  born  prior  to 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution." 

Disagreed  to. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Stuart's 
motion  by  inserting  the  Committee  on  "  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions"  in  lieu  of  "Revolutionary 
Claims." 

Mr.  STUART  accepted  Mr.  Cummins 's  sug- 
gested modification. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  "  ^20  per  month"  and  inserting 
"^4  per  montli."     Disagreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  "§20  per  month"  and  insert- 
ing "  ^S  per  month."     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  that  the  bill  be  reported 
to  the  Hou.se  with  the  recotnmendaiion  that  it  be 
cotnmitted  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  grant- 
ing a  pension  to  the  widows  of  revolutionary  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  who  were  married  prior  to  the 
year  1800. 

The  CHAIRMAN  ruled  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Michigan,  and  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Pollock  out  of  orde'r. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  appealed  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  question  on  the  appeal  was  stated  and  put 
to  the  committee. 

The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded;  and,  under  its  operation,  the 
amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  were 
agreed  to. 

And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
was  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time:  Yeas  119, 
nays  47. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred : 

By  Mr.  CROWELL  :  The  petition  of  Hannah  Wightman, 
formerly  widow  of  John  Hart,  deceased,  for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  JOHiVSON,  of  Tennessee  :  The  petition  of  .Tesse 
Coal  and  otiier  oitixens  of  Shady  Valley,  Johnson  county, 
Tennessee,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from 
Tavlorsviljp,  via  Shady  Valley,  to  Papervilln. 

By  Mr.  M07?SE:  The  memorial  of  Jean  Baptiste  Grange, 
pr.iying  permission  to  loeate  a  tract  of  land. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GREEN,  the  papers  and  petition  of  Cor- 
nelius Washburn  and  others,  of  Missouri,  on  the  files  of 
the  House,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
Also,  the  papers  relating  to  the  claims  of  Reuben  Gentry 
and  others,  for  Indian  depredations,  were  withdrawn  from 
the  files  of  the  House,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  AfTairs. 

By  Mr.  TURNER:  The  memorial  and  petition  of  Captain 
N.  Wall  and  others,  paying  for  an  act  to  regulate  and  define 
the  duty  of  officers  and  hands  employed  in  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi  and  other  western  rivers. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  January  31,  1848. 
The  .Journal  of  Saturday  having  been  read  and 
approved- 
Mr.  CONGER,  on  leave,  made  a  personal  ex- 
planation relative  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  McKay,]  on" Saturday 
last,  while  theprinting  of  the  report  of  theSecretary 
of  the  Treasury   was   incidentally  under  discus- 
sion.    That  gentleman  is  reported,  in  the  Intelli- 
gencer of  this  morning,  to  have  made  the  following 
remark: 

"And  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  on  the  Committee 
of  Printing,  [Mr.  Conueu.]  himself,  only  a  day  or  two  aao, 
asked  tliis  House  for  permission  to  have  an  addition  made 
to  this  report  of  something  which  had  been  received  since 
the  report  was  communicated." 

He  (Mr.  C.)  did  not  hear  the  remark  at  the 
time,  or  he  should  immediately  have  taken  occa- 
sion to  correct  the  error  into  which  the  gentleman 
had,  inadvertently,  without  doubt,  fiillen.  The 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  McKay]  had 
probably  made  the  statement  upon  what  he  deem- 
ed good  authority:  but  he  (Mr.  C.)  felt  it  due  to 
himself  and  the  public  to  state,  that  so  far  from  his 
having  mode  any  such  request  of  the  House  as  is 
stated,  he  knew  nothing  wliatever  of  any  request 
of  the  kind  having  been  made  by  a)iy  one. 

Mr.  McKAYsaid  he  had  not  seen  the  report  of 
his  remarks  this  morning  in  the  Intellis:encf.r,  but 
he  had  stated  in  substance  what  the  gentleman  now 
read.  Some  gentleman  from  New  York  had  made 
a  inotion  to  append  something  which  had  subse- 
quently been  received  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  as  he  then  supposed,  but  had 
since  learned  it  was  to  the  report  on  commerce  and 
navigation.  It  was  this  fact  that  had  led  him  into 
the  error. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 
Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  Comrnittee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  certain  fortifications  of  the  United  States  for 
the  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1849.  Also,  a  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  army 
and  of  volunteers  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1849; 
which  bills  were  read  twice  and  committed. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
The  regular  order  of  business  was  the   call  of 
the  States  for  resolutions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PHELPS,  it  was 
RctnlvctI,    That  the    Committee   on    the  Post  OfTice  and 
Post  Roads  be  instrueted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  post  routes  from  (Iceoln.  St.  Clair  county,  via 
Quinoy,  to  Hickory  Court-House,  Missouri, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri, 

Rrsolved,  Tliat  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  propriety  of  an  lb  ori  zing  tl;e  Seeretnry  of  the 
Treasury  tr  employ  sueji  an  additional  number  of  clerks  in 
the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor  as  are  required  by  the  exi- 
gencies of  that  office. 

Mr.  GOTT  moved  the  usual  resolution  to  close 
the  debate  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
President's  annual  message,  and  the  resolutions 
referring  the  same  to  the  apfiropriate  committees,  on 
Tuesday,  the  1st  day  of  February,  at  two  o'clock. 

Mr.  CROZIER  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  inscrtins:  the  "  1st  day  of  March,"  in  lieuof 
the  "1st  day  of  February."     Lost. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table;  wliicli  motion  was  decided  in  the 
nee:ative:  Yeas  31,  nays  13fi. 

Mr.  FISHER  moved  to  strike  out  "1st  day  of 
February,"  and  insert  the  "4th  day  of  Febru- 
ary."    Lost. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  GREEN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  po>it  road  from  Alexandria,  Clarke  county,  Mis- 
souri, to  Winchester,  in  said  eounf'y.  Also,  from  Alexan- 
dria to  Canton,  in  Lewis  county  ;  and  also  from  Alexandria, 
by  way  of  Francisville,  Wood's  Mill,  Bloomtield,  Drakes- 
ville,  Princeton,  and  Kimxville,  to  Fort  Des  Moines,  in  the 
State  of  Iowa.  Also,  from  Kirksville  to  Lancaster,  Mis- 
souri. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCLELLAND, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  AfTairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  proprie  y  of  granting  to  Anthony 
Ten  Eyck,  Esq.,  commissioner  to  the  Sandwich  Islands, an 
outfit. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution;^ 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Accounts  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  the  Sergcant-at- 
Arms  to  employ  a  clerk,  and  also  to  specify  the  compensa- 
tion for  the  same. 

Mr.  COCKE  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table.     Agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CABELL, 

Re'^olved,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  tlic  Public  Lands  bo  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  the  survey  and  sale  of  so  niueh  of  the  pulilic  lands  which 
have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  returned  to  tlie  Land  Office 
oftl^  United  States  "unsaleable,"  as  the  settlers  therein 
shall  desire  to  purchase  at  the  minimum  price  of  one  dollar 
and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CABELL,  , 
Resolved.,  That  the  Connnittee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
strueted to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  bylaw, 
the  fees  of  district  attorneys,  marshals,  clerks,  commission- 
ers, and  other  officers  of  tlie  courts  of  the  United  States,  so 
that  the  same  shall  be  in  force  in  all  the  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CABELL, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  bavins  a  custom-house 
erected  at  Appalachicola, in  the  State  of  Florida;  also,  into 
the  expediency  of  having  a  marine  hospital  erected  at  the 
same  place. 

Mr.  CABELL  asked  leave  to  present  a  pream- 
ble and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Florida,  relative  to  the  expenses  of  the  Florida 
volunteers  previous  to  their  being  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

Also,  the  preamble  and  resolutions  from  the  same 
source  in  relation  to  the  Florida  volunteers  in  the 
Seminole  war. 

Olijection  being  made — 

Mr.  CABELL  moved  to  susjiend  the  rules. 

The  question  was  put,  the  rules  suspended,  and 
the  preamble  and  resolutions  received  and  referred. 

On  motion  pf  Mr.- TWEEDY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  appropriations  at 
the  present  session  for  the  erection  of  a  light-house  at  Sank 
Harbor,  in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  ;  and  also  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  harbor  of  Sheboysan,  in  said  Territory; 
and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILLIAMS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Co.mmittce  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  regis- 
tering foreign  vessels  purchased  and  repaired  by  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEFFLER, 

Resolved,  'J'bal  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  be  in- 
strueted to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  setting  apart  a  suf- 
ficient quantity  of  the  public  lands  in  the  v-icinity  oltiie  Mis- 
sissippi river  to  cover, at  Ihe  niinimuin  price,  the  estimated 
cost  of  the  improvement  of  the  Des  Moines  :jnd  Rock  river 
rapids,  said  lands  to  be  designated  under  the  authority  of  the 
State  of  Iowa,  sold  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  proceeds  applied  to  said  improvements,  under  the 
direction  of  Ihe  Secretary  of  War. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  above  plan  shoutd  be  deemed  inex- 
pedient, then  that  said  committee  be  instrtictcd  to  inquire 
into  the  expedi<'ncy  of  setting  apart  thirty  per  cent,  of  the 
net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  Inmls  for  Ihe  said 
purpose  within  the  following;  district,  to  wit:  tiiirty  miles 
on  each  side  of  the  Mississippi,  from  the  southern  extremity 
of  the  Res  Moines  rapids  to  tlie  mouih  of  tiicSt.  Peters;  the 
fund  arising  from  which  to  be  applied,  under  the  direclion  of 
the  ,"^ceret;iry  of  War,  exclusively  to  .-aid  improvements; 
and  that  said  connnittee  report  by  bill  or  otherwise, 

Mr,  KAUFMAN  presented  a  preamble  and 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Texas  in  relation 
to  the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  payment  of  the 
volunteers  called  out  from  that  State  under  the 
requisitions  of  Colonel  S,  R.  Curtis.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOiMPSON,  of  Iowa, 

Rc'olvcd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  new 
land  district  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  with  a  land  oflice'at  Fort 
Des  iMoines,  in  Polk  county,  and  report  by  bill  orothcrwisc, 

Mr,  CABELL  moved  the  following  resolution; 
wliich  was  read,  and  laid  over  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  .>^tntcs  be  re- 
quested to  cause  to  he  communicated  to  tbi;-  House  flic  num- 
ber and  names  of  the  counnissimu-d  olficcrs  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  who  have  been  at  any  time  at- 
tached to  the  armvof  the  Unit.-d  States  in  .Mexico,  luid  who 
are  imw  absent  from  said  nriiiy  oiT leave,  or  for  any  other 
purpose. , 
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Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  children  of  Eli  "VVIiitney,  the  in- 
ventor of  the  cotton-gin,  and  moved  its  reference 
to  a  select  committee  of  nine  members. 

The  question  was  put  on  its  reference  as  above, 
and  it  was  so  referred. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  in  pursuance  of 
previous  notice,  introduced  a  bill  to  confirm  the 
boundary  line  between  Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed;  and  was  engrossed,  read  a 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
currence. 

Mr.  JAMIESON  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read  and  laid  over: 

Retiolued.  That  the  Couiinittee  on  Acc-ouiits  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  Serjjeant- 
at-.Vinis  to  employ  a  clerk. 

Mr.  HARRIS  presented  -certain  joint  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama  favorable  to 
the  plan  of  Asa  Whitney  for  a  railroad  from  Lake 
Michigan  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

Mr.  TURNEll  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  joint 
resolution  to  annex  Ujiper  and  Lower  California 
to  the  United  Stales.  •  * 

It  being  objected  to,  the  question  was  stated  on 
granting  leave,  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered;  but,  before  any  question  was  taken — 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  stated  his  desire  to  debate 
the  motion  on  granting  leave,  and  it  was  laid  over 
under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RICHARDSON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  (Jffice  and  Post  I 
Roads  be  instructed  to  intjuire  into  tlic  expediency  of  estab- 
lisliing  a  post-route  from  Kinderhook,  in  Pike  county,  Illi- 
nois, to  Hannibal,  in  tlie  State  of  Missouri. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi, 
ilcoifcrf,  Tliat  the  Coniniiltee  on  the  Post  Ollice  and  Po.st 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estat)- 
lishing  a  post-route  from  cjliieldsborou^di,  Hancock  county, 
Mississippi,  byway  of  Gainesville,  Columbia,  and  Monti- 
cello,  to  Gallatin,  .Mis.'iissippi ;  and  also,  from  Bolivar,  Mis- 
sissippi, by  Au^'Usta,  Ellisville,  Paulding,  and  Decatur,  to 
Hillsborough. 

Mr.  FEATHERSTON  moved  the  following 
preamble  and  resolution,  which  were  read  and 
agreed  to: 

Whereas  the  Government  of  the  L'nited  St?.tes  owns  a 
larjie  (|uantity  of  land  in  tlie  State  of  Mississippi,  lying  in  the 
Mississippi  bottom,  which  is  subject  to  overflow,  and  is 
thereby  rendered  worthless;  and  whereas  the  said  lands 
would  be  of  qroat  value,  were  they  reclaimed  ;  and  whereas 
it  is  thought  practicable  to  reclaim  said  lands  by  the  con- 
struction of  a  levee  on  the  east  bank  of  the  iSlississippi 
river,  in  said  State,  to  prevent  their  annual  inundation : 
Therefore, 

Resolred,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ceding  to  said 
State  so  much  of  said  lands  as  may  be  necessary  to  con- 
struct such  levee.  providr;d  the  State  of  Mississippi  will  ap- 
propriate a  part  of  her  public  lands  for  such  purpose,  each 
appropriating  according  to  the  quantity  owned  by  them  re- 
spectively. 

Mr.  EMBREE  inoved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  laid  over  under  the  rule: 

ResoU':d,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  to  this  House  copies  of  all  correspondence 
between  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Major  General  Scott, 
and  bi-tueen  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Major  Geniiral  Tay- 
lor, fronr  the  1st  of  September,  184S,  to  the  1st  of  Di'cember, 
1847,  which  has  not  been  heietofore  published,  and  which 
may  not  be  incompatible  witli  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  HARMANSON  moved  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  di.sagreed  to: 

Ursoliied,  'J'hat  the  Committee  on  Public  I.ands  inquire 
whether  the  proviso  in  the  distribution  act  of  1841,  suspend- 
ing th.at  act  in  the  event  of  a  war  with  a  foreign  Power,  also 
suspt-nds  the  preemption  law  which  is  in  that  act;  and  if 
so,  to  take  such  action,  at  as  early  a  day  as  may  he  practi- 
cable, to  recnact  the  preijmptioii  law,  and  to  grant  such 
further  relief  to  the  preamptioners  as  they  may  deem  neces- 
sary. V 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LA  SERE, 

Resoli>ed,  That  the  Commiltee  on  Conniieree  be  instructed 
10  inquire  into  and  report  upon  the  necessity  of  erecting 
lialit-houses  at  the  following  point-s  on  the  c^oast  of  Alabama 
MIsMissippj.and  Louisiana,  viz:  One  on  Horn  IslarnI,  oncon 
Ship  Island,  one  at  the  month  of  Bayou  Grand  Sable  due 
north  of  the  pier  or  Landing  for  Mi^i'ssippi  city,  one  at  the 
inouth  of  the  river  Tauchipaho,  and  one  on  Proctoi's  Shell 
Bunk. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CUMMI.'VS, 

Raolret,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  justice  and  expediency  of  causing  to  be  paid 
to  the  olTicerH  and  seamen  who,  in  the  venr  1804,  volun- 
teered their  services  umler  ("aptain  .Sicphcn  neeatur  to 
recapture  or  de.^troy  the  brig  Philadelphia,  then  h  lug  in  the 
harbor  of  Tripoli,  the  value  of  said  vessel,  whiih  was  by 
the  commander  of  the  squadron,  promised  to  said  ollicers 
and  men  an  n  reward  for  their  courage  and  enterprise,  but 
which  has  never  been  paid  to  thi'ni. 

Raolrcd,  Tliat  IlicCoinmltti-e  on  Rcvolnlionary  Pensions 
be  iiistnicied  to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  expadicncy  of 
causlna  the  names  of  the  surviviiiKOtticers  .nnd  He.'inien,  and 
the  widows  of  such  as  Hthyhave  died,  who,  in  the  year  1804, 


volunteered  under  Captain  Stephen  Decatur  to  recapture  or 
dfstroy  the  brig  Philadelphia,  then  lying  in  the  harbor  of 
Tripoli,  to  be  enteied  on  the  pension  roll ;  and  that  said 
committee  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CROWELL, 

Re<:olrcd,  Thai  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflair.-i  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  causing  the  sum 
allowed  for  the  removal  and  subsistence  under  the  Cherokee 
treaty  to  be  paid  to  such  Cherokees  as  were  not  required, 
under  the  provisions  of  those  treaties,  to  remove  west  of  the 
Mississippi. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DICKINSON, 

J?eso(uerf,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Orticc  and  Post 
Roads  be  instiucted  to  inquire  into  the  expedieiicy  ofestab- 
lishins  a  mail  route  from  Lower  Sandusky,  in  Sandusky 
county,  Ohio,  to  Port  Clinton,  in  Ottawa  countv,  in  the  same 
State. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  inoved  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  a  select  commitlee  offive  members  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  and  report  to  this  House  whether  the 
slave  trade  is  carried  on  within  the  District  of  Columbia ;  if 
so,  by  what  legal  authority  it  is  sustained  ;  and  whether  any 
modification  of  the  existiiigacts  of  Congress  on  that  subject 
is  expedient  at  this  time. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Ayes 
81,  noes  9L 

Mr.  COBB  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He 
raised  the  point  that  it  was  not  in  order  upon  the 
introduction  of  a  resolution  to  move  the  previous 
question,  and  thereby  cut  off  the  House  from  its 
consideration,  when  the  rule  of  the  House  ex- 
pressly provided  that  in  the  event  of  debate  the 
resolution  goes  over.  He  submitted  it  was  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  the  rule,  which,  by  providing 
that  in  case  of  debate  arisine  the  resolution  should 
lie  over,  obviously  contemplated  that  there  would 
be  opportunity  for  debate  if  members  wished. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  he  could  only  stnte,  as 
he  had  already  stated  several  times  during  the  ses- 
sion, that,  under  the  precedents  which  could  be 
read,  to  almost  any  extent  from  the  Journal,  he 
was  bound  to  decide  that  the  previous  question 
might  be  inoved,  and  if  sustained,  it  would  bring 
the  House  to  a  direct  vote.  The  question  had 
been  raised  again  and  again,  and  repeatedly  during 
the  present  session  had  the  previous  question  been 
moved  and  sustained  by  the  House  under  similar 
circumstances.  The  Chair  could  only  be  govern- 
ed by  that  rule  of  parliamentary  law  which  de- 
clared that  "instances  make  order."  If  an  alter- 
ation of  the  rules  was  desired,  the  Committee  on 
Rules  and  Orders  could  report  an  amendment  to 
the  rules  to  meet  the  case. 

Mr.  COBB  knew  the  Chair  was  correct  with 
reference  to  the  precedents;  but  he  thought  the 
practice  had  been  erroneous,  and  he  wished  a  de- 
cision on  the  subject  by  the  House.  With  refer- 
ence to  forming  a  new  rule,  he  thought  there 
miffht  be  some  difficulty  about  the  wording  of  it. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana.  Has  not  the  House 
already  decided  at  this  session,  upon  appeal,  that 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  is  correct? 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  he  believed  there  had 
been  such  a  decision. 

Mr.  COBB  said,  he  had  no  recollection  of  it. 
He  had  taken  an  appeal  of  this  kind,  but  had 
withdrawn  it. 

The  SPEAKER  read  a  precedent  applicable  to 
this  case,  under  date  of  August  5,  1846,  and  said 
there  were  repeated  decisions  of  the  same  sort 
during  the  last  session  and  previous  sessions. 

The  question,  he  said,  was  on  the  appeal  taken 
by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BURT  desired  distinctly  to  understand  the 
question  which  had  been  raised  by  his  friend  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Cobb.]  He  understood  the  point 
of  order  which  lie  made 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  gentleman  that 
the  previous  tpiesiion  having  been  moved,  the  ap- 
peal was  not  debatable. 

The  CFIAIR  stated  the  question.  When  reso- 
lutions are  oflored  on  Monday,  under  the  rules  of 
the  House,  if  they  give  rise  to  debate,  they  go 
over  to  a  succeeding  day.  l"hc  gentleman  from 
Ohio  inoved  a  resolution,  and  followed  it  immedi- 
ately with  a  call  for  the  previous  question;  and  the 
nucstion  before  the  House  is,  whether  the  call  for 
tlie  previous  question  can  cut  otf  the  operation  of 
the  rule  which  requires  that  resolution.s  giving  rise 
to  debate  shall  ^o  over  to  a  subser|ucnt  day.  Un- 
der repeated  decisions  of  the  House  the  Chair 
decides  that  the  previous  question  is  in  order:  the 


gentleman  from  Georgia  appeals  from  the  decision, 
and  the  question  before  the  Hou.se  is  on  the  ap- 
peal. 

The  question,  "Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House?''  was  taken 
by  tellers,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Ayes 
105,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

The  question  on  seconding  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question  was  then  put,  and  the  House 
refused  to  second  the  said  demand. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  then  ro.se,  and  stated  his  de- 
sire to  debate  this  resolution,  and  it  was  laid  over. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  of  Ohio, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
the  benefit  of  the  act  of  7th  June,  183'2,  graniiiig  pensions  to 
surviving  olTiocrs  and  ^oldiers  of  the  revolutionary  war  who 
served  for  a  period  of  less  than  six  months,  and  that  they 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  CROWELL  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  of  Mr.  STirART,  of  Michi- 
gan, authorizing  the  Sergeant-at-Artns  to  employ 
a  clerk,  was  laid  on  the  table.  Decided  by  tellers: 
Ayes  81,  nays  67. 

The  vote  being  reconsidered,  the  resolution  was 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  stated  his  intention  to  debate  the 
resolution,  and  it  was  laid  over  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  COCKE  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Reiolued,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
directed  to  transmit  to  the  Clirk  of  this  House  the  papers  in 
the  cases  of  Joseph  Graham  and  George  Ifirk,  applicants  for 
pen-ions  under  the  act  of  June  7,  1832,  and  tiiat  tliey  bf;  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee, 

Re.oloed,  That  the  Commitlee  on  Military  AlTairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  a  new 
and  complete  tent  for  the  army,  which  shall  protect  the  men 
from  the  water  and  tlie  weather,  be  easily  and  quickly  pitched 
and  struck,  and  combine  size,  lightness,  durability,  and 
strength,  with  compactness  of  packing  and  facility  of  trans- 
portation. 

Mr.  BOYD  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Reioloal,  Tiiat,  upon  the  application  of  any  member  of 
Congress,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Comniissioiu  r  of  Pen- 
sions to  deliver  the  papers  in  the  case  of  any  rejecied  appli- 
cation for  a  pension,  upon  said  member  receipting  for  the 
same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FRENCH, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lisliiiig  a  post  route  from  Mount  Sterlimr,  Kv-iitucky,  via  the 
Beaver  Ponds,  on  Red  Kiver,  and  the  Eitille  Steam  Furnace, 
to  Irvine,  in  Estille  county. 

On  motion  of  iMr.  MOREHEAD, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  propriety  of 
passim;  a  law  allowing  the  owners  of  wh.it  are  commonly 
known  as  "  Bowie  claims"  to  land  in  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
to  enter  the  same  at  the  minimum  price,  and  that  they  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  read,  and  under  a  special 
suspension  of  the  rules  of  the  House,  and  the  opera- 
tion of  the  previous  question,  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  is  requested,  if  consistent 
with  the  public  interest,  to  furnish  this  House  with  a  copy 
of  General  Taylor's  answer  to  the  letter  dated  January  27, 
lS47,  which  was  addressed  to  General  Taylor  by  the  iloii. 
W.  L.  Marcy,  Secretary  of  War,  and  a  copy  of  which  was 
communicated  to  this  House  on  the  1st  day  of  March  last. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARALSON, 

Resolved,  That  the  l/ommittee  on  the  Post  Oliice  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  estab- 
lishing a  post  route  from  Griffin  to  Newnan,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LUMPKIN, 

Re'iolvc'l,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  he  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  propriety  and  ex|)Ciliency  of  cs- 
lablisliiiij  a  national  foundry  in  Cass  county,  Georgia,  at  or 
near  the  point  where  the  Western  and  Atlantic  Railroad 
crosses  the  Etowah  river,  and  report  to  this  House  by  bill  or 
otherwisi-. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commiltee  on  the  Post  Olfieeaiid  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eslab- 
lishins  a  po^t  rouU'  from  Albany,  in  Baker  counly,toThoni- 
asvillc,  in  Thomas  countv,  and  from  Barrin«ton  Ferry,  in 
Mcintosh  county,  to  Warcsboro'.  via  Pendaver's  Store,  in 
Wa\rie  county,  and  Allaliahan  Creek,  to  Waresboro',  in 
Ware  county,  Georgia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEPHENS, 

Resolved,  That  tliiM 'oininittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Po-t 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expirdiency  of  giving 
the  Poslnia'^icr  General  power  by  law  to  allow  deputy  post- 
masters extra  compensation  in  certain  cases  where  extra 
services  are  rendered,  and  particularly  the  posimaster  at 
Union  Point,  Georgia,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  other- 

"'on  motion  of  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Caro- 
lina, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  in- 
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striicted  lo  iiiciuire  into  the  e-Ypedicncy  of  increasing  tlie 
rank  in  tlie  navy,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otlierwise. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  BURT, 

Resolved.  That  thii  Conunittee  on  Military  Afiairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  iiito  the  justice  and  propriety  of  causing 
an  appropriation  to  be  made  for  tlie  purchase  of  the  island 
at  the  confluence  of  the  St.  Peter's  and  Mississippi  rivers, 
agreeable  to  a  contract  entered  into  for  that  purpose  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  on  the  lath  day  of  March,  1839,  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  joint  resolution  of  both'  Houseii  of  Congress  of  the 
13th  of  February,  1839. 

Mr.  SIMS  moved  the  following  resolution; 
wliich  was  read,  and  under  a  special  suspension, 
figreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested (if  in  his  opinion  not  incompatible  with  the  public 
interest)  to  lay  before  this  House  the  documents  and  corie- 
spondence  not  already  published  relatlnsto  the  final  adjust- 
ment of  the  difliculties  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  concernini,'  duties  on  rough  rice  or  paddy. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  trans- 
mil  tu  this  Mouse  copies  of  all  written  communications, 
suj-gostions,  and  pbms  of  campaign  submitted  to  the  War 
Department  by  MajorGeneral  Seott.in  October  and  Nov^va- 
ber,  lS4j;  also,  copies  of  all  charges  preferred  against  Ma- 
jor General  Scott,  upon  wbieh  the  President  has  ordered  a 
court  of  inquiry,  and  suspended  him  from  his  command; 
togellier  with  copies  of  all  communications  received  from 
General  Scott  since  the  capture  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  moved  to  suspend  the  rules, 
that  the  resolution  might  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken  on  the  motion 
to  suspend,  resulted:  Yeas  95,  nays  82. 

Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended;  and  the  resolution  ac- 
cordingly lies  over. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY, 

Retolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealinssomuch 
of  the  law  as  requires  mounted  volunteers  to  furnish  their 
own  horses,  and  receive  a  daily  allowance  for  the  use  and 
risk,  and  to  provide  that  after  such  repeal  they  shall  be 
mounted  at  the  public  expense,  whenever  mounted  volun- 
teers may  be  needed. 

Resolved,  further.  That,  in  case  the  committee  should 
think  It  inexpedient  to  repeal  said  law,  they  will  inquire 
whether  public  economy  would  not  be  promoted  by  sus- 
pending its  operation  during  the  continuance  of  the  present 
war  with  Mexico. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SHEPPERD, 

Re'olvcd,  'I'hat  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  a  pension  to  Eliza- 
beth Wright,  of  North  Carolina;  and  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  communicate  tu  said  committee  tlie  papers  on  file  in 
the  pension  bureau  relating  to  her  application. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARRINGER, 

Rciohed,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  instructed  to 
inquire  and  report  whether  any  further  legislation  is  re- 
quired in  relation  to  claims  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  tliat  tliey  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  read,  and  lies  over  under  the  rule  : 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  this  House  (If  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  interest)  under  what  law  or  provision  of  the 
Constitution,  or  by  what  authority,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  has,  by  his  sanction  and  ap- 
proval, established  a  taiifr'of  duties  in  the  ports  of  the  Mex- 
ican Uepubhc  ;  and  that  he  also  communicate  to  this  House 
by  what  legal,  constitutional,  or  other  authority,  he  has 
undertaken  to  appropriate  the  revenue  thus  derived  to  the 
support  ot  our  army  in  Mexico,  without  the  sanction  of  the 
tax-laying  and  appropriating  power  of  Congress,  as  estiib- 
lished  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BOTTS  offered  the  following  resolution, 
and  moved  the  previous  question: 

Resolved,  'I'liatlhe  Committee  on  the  Expenditures  in  the 
Treasury  IJepartment  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  practical  operation  of  the  law  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury, 
and  tor  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disburse- 
ment of  the  public  revenue,"  approved  August  6,  1846;  and 
to  ascertain  whether  its  provisions  have  been  at  anytime 
or  111  any  manner,  violated  ;  and  if  so,  how,  by  whom,  and 
under  what  authority  or  instructions;  and  that  they  also 
ascertain  the  amount  of  annual  expenditures  required  for  its 
complete  organization  and  operation;  and  that  they  also 
inquire  into  any  other  violation  of  duty  or  abuse  of  power 
that  may  have  occurred  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and 
report  the  same  to  this  House ;  and  that  they  have  leave  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  sec- 
ouded,  and,  under  its  operation,  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  MEADE  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  read,  and  laid  over  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  As  the  settled  opinion  of  this  House,  that  it 
would  be  inexpedient  and  unwise  to  annex  the  whole  of 
Mexico  to  this  Union  ;  and  that  the  teiritory  lying  north  of 
the  line  proposed  by  Cominissioner  'J'rist  to  the  Mexican 
Government  is  sudicieiit  indemnity  for  the  expenses  already 
incurred  in  the  present  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  F.ULTON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  .ludiciary  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  changing  the  limes  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict courts  of  the   Unitad  Slates  for  llie  weutvrn  district  of 


Virginia,  and  of  increasing  the  salary  of  the  judge  of  that 
district. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Virginia, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  of  land  in  the  Oregon  'I'erritory  to  the  officers 
and  men  who  explored  that  Territory  in  the  years  1804,  '5, 
and  '6,  or  to  their  heirs,  where  they  are  dead ;  and  that  they 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PENDLETON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Accounts  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  allowing  to  John  Lee,  hostler 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  the  same  amount  of  extra 
compensation  as  was  allowed  to  the  hostler  to  the  Senate 
and  the  messengers  of  the  House  for  the  last  Congress,  as 
he  has  been  accustomed  to  receive  in  common  with  said 
persons. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PRESTON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  post  route  from  Christiansburg,  in  Montgomery 
county,  Virginia,  to  Newport,  in  Giles  county,  Virginia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PRESTON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  iiiniiire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  post  route  from  Franklin  Court-IIouse,  by  Canada's 
Gap,  to  Floyd  Court-House,  Virginia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOCOCK, 

Resolved,  That  leave  be  given  to  withdraw  from  the  files 
of  the  Pension  Office  the  papers  of  Elizabeth  Williamson,  of 
Elizabeth  Simpson,  of  Sarah  Victor,  of  Ann  Hancock,  and 
of  Susan  Ogleshy,  and  that  they  be  severally  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions;  also,  that  leave  be 
given  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  this  House  the  papers 
presented  in  the  case  of  Charles  Lewis. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BE  ALE, 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial  of  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  United  States  schooner  Shark,  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments herewith  presented,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affiiirs ;  and  that  the  said  memorial,  omitting  the  sig- 
natures, be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GOGGIN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  and  report  to  this  House, 
as  far  as  practicable,  how  many  (if  any)  postmasters  or  as- 
sistant postmasters  tire  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  depart- 
ment who  cannot  read  or  write,  with  the  names  of  all  such 
persons,  the  date  of  their  appointment,  and  the  office  at 
which  they  are  engaged. 

BILLS  AND  RESOLUTIONS  INTRODUCED. 

By  Mr.  HAMMONS  :  A  bill  supplementary  to 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the  act 
for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Revolution."  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions. 

By  Mr.  WENTWORTH  :  A  bill  for  the  pres- 
ervation and  repair  of  the  harbor  already  begun  at 
the  city  of  Chicago,  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  Read 
and  referred. 

Also,  a  bill  authorizing  a  term  of  the  United 
States  circuit  court  and  district  courts  at  Chicago, 
Illinois,     Read  and  referred. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois  :  A  bill  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river.     Read  and  referred. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas:  A  bill  to  es- 
tablish a  judicial  district  in  the  western  part  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas.     Read  and  referred. 

By  Mr.  McCLELLAND  :  A  bill  to  amend  an 
act  confirming  certain  land  claims  in  the  State  of 
Michigan.     Read  and  referred. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Shadrach  Gillet  and 
others.     Read  and  referred. 

Also,  a  joint  resolution  relating  to  errors  and 
defective  returns  in  certain  surveys,  plats,  and 
field-notes.     Read  and  referred. 

By  Mr.  KAUFMAN  :  A  joint  resolution  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  the  regiment  of  Texas 
volunteers  called  into  the  United  States  service  by 
Colonel  Curtis,  the  commanding  officer  at  Camar- 
go.    Read  and  referred. 

By  Mr.  PHELPS:  A  bill  to  pay  to  the  State 
of  Missouri  two  per  cent,  upon  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  sold  in  the  said  State, 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  road  through  said 
State. 

Also,  a  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Missouri 
certain  lands  for  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Osaffe  river.    Read  and  referred. 

By  Mr.  CATHCART:  A  bill  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  work  upon  the  harbor  at  Michigan  City, 
in  the  State  of  Indiana.     Read  and  referred. 

By  Mr.  HENLEY:  A  bill  to  extend  the  right 
of  suffrage  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Read  and 
referred . 

By  Mr.  SAWYER:  A  bill  to  reduce  and  gradu- 
ate the  price  of  the  public  lands  to  actual  settlers, 
and  for  other  purposes.     Re;\d  and  referred. 

By  Mr.  STANTON:  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Matthew  Rea,  a  lieutenant  in  the  revolu- 
tionary war.     Read  and  referred . 


By  Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia:  A  bill  to  regulate 
and  equalize  the  compensation  of  district  attorneys 
of  the  United  States.     Read  and  referred. 

By  Mr.  LUMPKIN:  A  bill  for  dividing  the 
State  of  Georgia  into  two  judicial  districts,  and  or- 
ganizing and  establishing  an  additional  district 
court  of  the  United  States  with  circuit  court  pow- 
ers and  jurisdiction.     R.ead  and  referred. 

By  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina:  A  bill 
-creating  the  office  of  Assistant  Secretary  of  State, 
and  for  other  purposes.     Read  and  referred. 
NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

By  Mr.  TWEEDY:  Of  a  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  granting  certain  public  lands  to 
the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  for  the  purpose  of 
opening  a  canal  connecting  the  waters  of  Lake 
Michigan  with  Rock  river." 

By  Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama:  Of  a  bill  to 
cede  to  the  State  of  Alabama  the  public  lands  lying 
within  the  State  for  the  purpose  of  education. 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Iowa:  Of  a  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  granting  certain 
lands  to  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  to  aid  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  the  Des  Moines 
river,  in  said  Territory,"  approved  August  8, 1846. 

By  Mr.  SAWYER:  Of  a  bill  to  remove  the 
United  States  land  office  from  Upper  Sandusky,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  to  Defiance,  in  said  State. 

By  Mr.  DUNN  :  Of  a  bill  granting  to  the  State 
of  Indiana  the  refuse  lands  within  her  limits  for 
education  and  other  purposes. 

By  Mr.  McCLERNAND  :  Of  a  bill  to  create 
the  office  of  surveyor  general  of  the  public  lands 
in  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  and  to  grant  donation 
rights  to  settlers  therein,  and  for  other  purposes. 

By  Mr.  PHELPS :  Of  a  bill  to  revive  the  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
horses  and  other  property  lost  or  destroyed  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,"  approved 
January  18,  1837,  and  the  acts  approved  October 
14,  1837,  and  August  23,  1842,  amendatory  of  the 
same,  and  for  other  purposes;  of  a  bill  to  establish 
the  western  judicial  district  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri; and  of  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  W. 
Kidd. 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri:  Of  a  bill  to  grant 
certain  public  lands  to  the  State  of  Missouri,  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  to  construct  a  railroad  from 
the  town  of  St.  Joseph,  in  the  State  of  Missouri, 
to  the  town  of  Hannibal,  in  said  State,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  volunteers  en- 
gaged in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of  certain  post 
routes  in  the  State  of  Missouri. 

By  Mr.  FARAN:  Of  a  joint  resolution  direct- 
ing the  payment  of  certain  volunteers  and  regulars 
under  limitations  therein  prescribed. 

By  Mr.  TURNER:  Of  a  bill  appropriating  a 
portion  of  the  public  land  for  the  improvement  of 
Rock  river,  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

By  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi:  Of  a  bill  to 
grant  alternate  sections  of  the  public  lands  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  for  the  improvement  of  certain 
rivers  in  that  State. 

By  Mr.  VENABLE:  Of  a  bill  to  retrocede  all 
the  District  of  Columbia  to  the  State  of  Maryland, 
except  the  public  buildings  and  grounds. 

By  Mr.  CUIN'IMINS  :  Of  a  bill  granting  pen- 
sions and  annuities  to  certain  widows  of  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  war. 

Also,  of  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act 
to  raise,  for  a  liinited  time,  an  additional  military 
force,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  on  the  11th 
day  of  February,  1847. 

Also,  of  a  bill  granting  pensions  to  the  officers 
and  men  who  in  1804  volunteered,  under  Captain 
Stephen  Decatur,  to  recapture  or  destroy  the  brig 
Philaiielphia,  then  lying  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred : 

By  Mr.  PUTNAM  :  The  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Lu- 
zerne, Pennsylvania,  asking  reduction  of  postage  on  news- 
papers, and  particularly,  on  small  papers  designed  for  juve- 
nile reading.  Al,»o,  the  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of  Orange,  New  York,  for  the  same  purpose.  Also,  a  like 
petition  of  inhabitants  of  Liteliliold,  Comiecticul.  Also,  the 
petition  of  Eunice  Crossman.  of  Sheldon,  New  'V  ork,  the 
widow  of  a  revolutionary  oflicer,  praying  to  be  placed  on 
the  pension  roll. 

Hv  Mr.  DUNCAM,  of  Ohio  :  The  petition  of  E.  II.  Field 
and'oihsiB,  of  Franklin  county,  Ohio,  prajiiig  lor  a  reduc- 
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tion  on  newspaper  postage.  Also,  the  petition  ot  John  Mc- 
Dowell uiiil  3.)  other  i-itizens  of  Scioto  county,  Olrio,  pray- 
ing foimri'ss  to  reiiuce  llie  rate  of  postage  at  least  oiieVlialC 
on  all  ntwspapurs  conuiiiiin!!  not  more  tliaii  live  hundred 
Squarf  inches. 

B\  Mr.  (  OCKE:  The  pr^tition  of  George  Kirk,  of  Greene 
couiitv,  in  the  State  »f  Tennessee,  a  soldier  of  the  Ili:Volu- 
tioii,  prayiiis;  Coniiress  to  iiraiit  him  a  pension. 

Bv  Mr.  BINGll.V.M  :  The  iietition  of  T.  Snow  and  others, 
ofliakland  coimty,  .^.lichiL'an,  for  a  change  in  the  rates  oi 
po>t  ige.  Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Oakland  county, 
same  State,  for  a  like  purpose.  AI>o,  rcsoUitions  of  tug 
State  of  .\iichi^an,  and  lutt<;r  of  J.  1.  Conger,  in  rilation  to 
the  harbor  at  tiie  mouth  of  Clinton  river,  in  said  Slate. 

By  -Mr.  JOilASO^f,  of  New  liampsliire  :  '1  he  petition  of 
Benjamin  G.  Pickens,  praying  for  an  invalid  pen?ion.  for  dis- 
abilities incurred  during  Ins  service  in  the  United  Slates 
army.  Also,  the  petition  of  IS.  Wrigiit,  a  soldier  of  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  asking  a  pension  for  disahililies  in- 
ciirred  while  serving  in  the  ariiiv  uf  tin!  Inited  States. 

By  .\lr.  VVKNT  WORTH  :  The  petition  of  Charles  B.  Col- 
lins, for  a  railroad  across  the  American  coiiliiieiiL  to  the  I'a- 
cilic.  Also,  a  petilion  for  a  wiail  route  from  VV'ilminglon,  in 
Will  couiitv,  via  .Major,  in  Grundy  county,  to  Puiiuac,  in 
Living?ton  county,  Illinois.  Also,  tlie  petilion  of  John  Scho- 
field,l'or  a  pre{:uiption  right. 

iiy.^ir.  IdClvliVSO.V:  The  petition  of  A.  F.  Parker  and 
ICO  oihercitizens  of  liancock  county,  Ohio,  praying  lor  tlie 
esiabii.-hment  of  a  mail  route  from  'i'illin.ii;  Seiiceaeouniy, 
Ohio,  west  on  the  Van  Buren,  independence,  and  liidgevihe 
free  turnpike,  to  D.liance,  in  Detianee  county,  Ohio.  Also, 
two  petitions  from  Thcnnas  F.  Johnson  and  115  other  citi- 
zens of  Crawford  county,  Ohio,  praying  for  a  reduelion  of 
postage  on  juvenile  newspapers  oi  small  dinien-ioiis.  Also, 
the  petition  of  citizens  of  Sandusky  county,  Ohio,  for  the 
same  purpose.  Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  ol  Crawlord 
pouniy, "duo,  praying  tor  the  reduction  of  po.stage  on  news- 
papers generally. 

By  Mr.  McCLERNAiVD:  The  petition  of  John  Tucker,  of 
Franklin  county,  Ilnnois,  praying  Congress  to  pass  a  law 
authorizing  him  to  locate  a  land  warrant. 

B.i,  -Mr.  TV\E1:DY  :  A  memorial  of  the  Legislative  As- 
semhly  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  praying  for  an  appro- 
priation for  the  ereciidn  of  a  peiiilentiiiry  insaid  Territory — 
heretofore  presented  D>  cemlier  17,  ld4j.  Also,  a  memoiial 
fioin  the  .-ame  hody,  piaiiog  for  the  appropriation  of  Fort 
Jiowaid  10  tlu'  'i'erritoiy  of  Wisconsin,  fur  educational  pur- 
poses— heretofore  presented  April  3, 1646. 

By  Mr.  llUDoON  :  The  memorial  of  Cidlins  Stevens  and 
otiiers,  prayiiij;  that  they  may  be  protected  against  a  foreign 
infraction  ol  their  patent. 

By  Mr  MeCLKLLAND  :  The  memorial  of  Charles  How- 
ard ami  other  citizens  of  Detroit,  praying  Congress  to  extend 
the  principles  of  tiie  laws  regulating  fliavvhaeks  and  ware- 
liou.>ing  to  our  trade  with  Canada,  so  tliat  Canada  wheat 
may  he  imported  into  the  States  on  the  northern  frontier, 
admitted  to  entry  under  bond,  be  inaniifaetured  into  dour  in 
the  United  States,  and  upon  the  exportation  of  tiie  Hour  the 
bonds  m.iy  be  cancelled,  under  such  regulations  as  Congress 
may  pruvid.:. 

By  .Mr.  WHITE  :  The  petition  and  papers  of  B.  M.  Bon- 
ton,  asking  compensation  lor  the  use  of  his  invention  and 
machine.- in  making  percussion  caps,  used  bytheaimyol 
the  U.iited  State-. 

By  iMr.  :  RiWEhh:  Thepftition  of  Edmund  Oviatt  and 
others, citizens  ofTrninbull  county,  Ohio,  praying  the  redue- 
lion of  postage  one-half  on  all  papers  containing  not  more 
than  live  huiiihed  square  inches.  .Also,  the  petition  ol  Dan. 
Eaton  and  other  citizens  ol  Youngstowii,  Maiioning  eounty, 
Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  issue  q;loO,OljO,0(JO  of  treasury 
notes  for  a  national  currency. 

By  Mr.  EilWARDS:  The  petition  of  JofephLiiiville  and 
67  citizens  of  Fairfield  county,  Oliio,  asking  an  alteration  of 
the  post  oince  laws" relating  to  postai'e  on  newspapers. 

By  Mr.  L.V   SEliE:  The   inemorlal  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  New  Orleans,  prayina  that  the  limits  and  ju 
risdiction  of  the   ports  of  Shieldsborou^h  and  Mississippi 
City  be  extended  so  as  to  inelud:'  the'  harbors  of  Cat  Island 
and  Ship  J.-land  and  the  adjueeiU  waters. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  January  31,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sentile 
a  mes.sfige  from  the  Pfe.sident  of  the  United  Sttite.5, 
tran.siiiiitpd,  in  com|ihiuice  with  a  resolution  of  the 
the  20th  Juiiuary,  asking  whether  the  general  order 
No.  .'37()  was  i.ssued  under  instructions  from  the 
War  De|iarimcnt,  ike. 

[The  Secretary  of  War  says  that  "  no  particu- 
lar in.structioiis  have  been  given  to  General  Scott 
for  issuing  the  order  rcferrcil  to;  hut  it  is  presumed 
that  ho  has  taken  that  stcfi  in  coii.sC(|ueiice  of  the 
general  in.struetions  given  to  iiiin  on  the  subject  of 
levying  coniributions,  and  of  mtiking  the  resources 
of  the  enemy's  country  available  as  fnr  as  mtiy  be 
within  lU(-  rules  of  civilized  warfare,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  our  troop.s  in  Mexico,  and  defraying  the 
expenses  incident  to  the  present  stale  of  liosiili- 
tics." 

The  Secretary  gives  an  extract  from  General 
Scott's  despatch  dated  the  18tli  S(]deinber,  1647, 
wherein  the  (.'onimaiiding  Generiil  submits  certain 
fluggestions  to  the  Government,  which  are  in  eliecl 
as  follows: 

Premising  that  he  has  no  oflicial  information  as 
to  the  numher  of  troops  ordered  since  the  inarch 
of  General  I'lercc's  dctnchinint,  but  assiinniig  the 
force  tn  roulc  at  V>,M),  and  that  4,01)0  moie  are 
noon  to  follow,  the  General-in-rliicf  siaK  s  iliul  he 
cun   hold  the  capital,  gun isoiied   by  7,500  men. 


against  any  external  attack  or  combined  with  an 
internal  insurrection,  and  have  an  ample  surplus 
force  to  occupy  Puebla,  Perote,  Jalapa,  the  Na- 
tional Bridge,  the  Paso  tie  Obejas,  Santa  Fe,  and 
Vera  Cruz. 

As  a  modification  of  this  plan,  it  is  added,  that 
with  a  total  of  thirty  thousand,  the  principal  mi- 
ning district  of  the  country  may  also  be  occupied, 
and  a  secure  transit  given  to  gold  and  silver  bul- 
lion, which,  paying  tlie  customary  duties,  would 
cover  a  considerable  part  of  the  expenses  of  occu- 
pation. General  Scott  further  suggests,  that  to 
augment  the  army  to  fifty  thousand,  would  enable 
it  to  occujiy  all  the  State  capitals  and  principal 
cities,  to  drive  guerrillas  and  robbing  parlies  from 
the  great  highways  of  trade,  to  seize  into  our 
hands  all  the  revenues  of  the  country,  and  to  keep 
the  Central  Govenmient  in  constant  motion  and 
alartii  until  constrained  to  sue  for  peace. 

To  withdraw  the  army  from  the  interior  of  the 
country,  and  occupy  the  strong  points  within  the 
boundaries  which  the  United  States  intend  to 
hold  permanently,  and,  in  the  act  of  retiring,  to 
blow  up  the  citadel  in  the  capital,  the  fortresses  of 
Chapultepec,  Pei-ote,  San  J  uan  de  Ukia,  and  the 
walls  of  Vera  Cruz,  (unless  it  be  preferred  to  gar- 
rison the  last  two,)  destroy  all  iron  guns  captured, 
and  carry  off' all  made  of  brass,  with  all  ordnance 
stores  of  value,  (the  only  cannon  foundry  in  the 
Republic  we  have  already  destroyed,)  and  a  strict 
blockade  of  the  ports  not  garrisoned  by  our  troops, 
would  of  course  be  essential  in  the  conquest  of  a 
lyeace.] 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  also  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  24lh  instant, 
calling  for  copies  of  letters,  reports,  and  other  com- 
munications referred  to  in  the  letter  of  General 
Taylor,  dated  at  New  Orleans,  20lh  July,  1845. 
[This  communication  gives  a  number  of  Idlers  ad- 
dressed by  General  Taylor  to  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral, some  of  which  are  headed  confidential.] 

Also,  a  message  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  communicating  a  report  of  the  Director 
of  the  Mint,  showing  the  operations  of  the  mint 
and  branches  during  the  year  lt<47. 

[From  this  document  it  appears  that  there  have 
been  deposited,  during  the  year  1847,  at  ih.ernint 
and  its  branches,  !p23',069,603  in  gold  and  silver; 
v/hile  there  have  been  coined,  during  the  same 
period,  in  gold,  «j20,22l,385;  in  silver,  $2,374,450: 
total  of  gold,  Sliver,  and  copper  coin,  5,22,657,- 
671  69.] 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 
Mr.  NILES  presented  a  petition  frotm  citizens  of 
Windham,  Conneclicut,  asking  the  reduction  of 
postage  on  newspapers  of  a  small  size;  winch  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  N.  also  presented  a  petilion  from  citizens 
of  Middlesex,  in  the  same  State,  relating  to  the 
same  subject;  which  was  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  from  Priscilla  De- 
catur Twiggs,  widow  of  Mcijor  Levi  Twiggs,  who 
fell  at  the  storming  of  Chapultepec,  and  mother  of 
George  Decatur  Twiggs,  who  fell  at  the  engage- 
ment at  the  National  bridge.  She  asks  that  some 
provision  may  be  made  for  her  relief  and  that  of 
her  daughters,  leaving  the  princiiiles  upon  which 
it  may  be  granted,  and  the  extent  and  mode  in 
which  it  may  be  accomplished,  to  the  wisdom  and 
justice  of  Congress;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  seven  memorials 
from  the  General  Assembly  of  Missouri  :  one 
asking  donations  of  public  lands  for  ^le  improve- 
ment of  the  Osage  river;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands.  A  second,  for  liie 
organization  of  a  Territory  u-eai  of  Missouri ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries. [This  memorial  states  that  the  territory  lying 
west  of  the  Suite  of  Missouri,  extending  from  the 
territory  occu]iied  by  the  Cherokees  to  the  norili- 
ern  line  of  the  State,  and  west  to  the  Plains,  is 
now  occupied  by  some  thirty  thousand  Indians. 
If  organized  into  a  Tcrrilory,  and  opened  to  set- 
tlement by  the  white  man,  it  would  in  five  years 
rank  in  wealth  and  ]i()puiaiion  among  the  first 
Slates  in  the  Unimi.  In  (uic  county  in  the  Platte 
purchase,  organized  in  J83'.),  with  not  more  than 
twenty  miles  si|U!ue  m  its  limits,  there  is  now  a 
population  of  fifteen  thousand.     How  much  more 


is  that  country  worth  to  the  Union  than  the  entire 
territories  occupied  by  the  Indians.]  A  third,  ask- 
ing that  provision  may  be  made  to  pay  volunteers 
full  pay  as  mounted  men  during  their  term  of  ser- 
vice; and  if  they  have  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
their  horses,  also  pay  for  the  horses  thus  lost,  as 
it  was  caused  principally  by  the  lack  of  forage, 
which  should  have  been  furnished  by  Government; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aff"airs.  A  fourth,  t!uu  the  small  claims  to  lands 
derived  from  the  French  and  Spanish  Govern- 
ments may  be  confirmed,  and  the  final  adjustment 
of  all  provided  for;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  A  fifth,  asking 
Congress  to  donate  to  Missouri  certain  public 
lands,  for  purposes  of  internal  improvement:  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
A  sixth,  against  the  repeal  of  the  tariff" of  1846  and 
ihe  repeal  of  the  sub-treasury  law;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  A  seventh, 
requesting  their  Representatives  to  vote  in  accord- 
ance with  the  8th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress 
"  to  authorize  the  people  of  Missouri  to  fo'rm  a 
constitution  and  Stale  government,  and  for  the  ad- 
inission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
fooling  with  the  original  States,  and  to  prohibit 
slavery  in  certain  Territories;"  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DAYTON  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Newcastle  Agricultural  Society,  asking  the  renewal 
of  a  patent  granted  to  Ohed  Hussey,  for  a  reap- 
ing machine;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Patents. 

Mr.  CORWIN  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Warren  county,  Ohio,  asking  a  mail  route 
from  Springsborough  to  Ridgeville;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post   Roads. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a  petition  from 
James  M.  Kibben,  asking  the  relinquishment  of 
certain  reversionary  interests  of  the  United  Slates 
in  certain  reservations;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs: 

Mr.  H.  also  presented  a  petition  from  Isaac  C. 
Elston  to  the  same  purpose;  which  was  referred 
to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from  John 
Baldwin,  asking  that  the  United  States  will  [ay 
such  portions  of  the  award  made  in  his  favor  by 
the  Mexican  Commission  as  have  not  been  paid; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

[Mr.  B.  explained  the  object  of  the  memorialist, 
stating  the  grounds  on  which  he  sought  redress; 
one  of  which  was,  that  under  the  treaty  of  1843, 
certain  revenues  were  set  apart  by  Mexico  for  the 
payment  of  her  indebtedness  to  the  United  States, 
which  revenues  had  been  seized  upon  by  the  order 
of  the  United  States  Government,  and  were  now 
collected  by  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the 
nation.] 

Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  a  memorial  froin  the 
Central  Railroad  and  Banking  Company  of  Geor- 
gia, asking  the  remission  of  duties  oii  certain  rail- 
road iron  imported  for  the  use  of  their  railway; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Cominitiee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Clements, 
Bryan  &  Co.;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Attorney  General,  to  purchase 
for  the  United  Slates  the  interest  of  Balie  Peyton 
in  the  tract  of  land  upon  which  the  light-house 
stands  at  the  Southwest  Pass,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  accompanied  by  a  report;  which 
was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported,  without  amendment,  the  bill  to 
create  the  office  of  surveyor  geiiertd  of  the  piililic 
lands  in  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  and  to  grant  do- 
nation rights  to  settlers  thereon,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  BREESE  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  ihe  further  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  relating  to  the  allowance  of 
compensation  to  such  receivers  o(  public  money 
as  performed  the  duties  of  assistant  treasurer, 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Conunillec  on  Fi- 
muice. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  from  the  Commillce  of  Claims, 
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reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  H.  Pren- 
tiss; which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  YULEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  accounts  of 
certain  acting  officers  therein  named;  which  was 
read  a  first  time. 

On  niotfon  of  Mr.  YULEE,  the  bill  was  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  by  unani- 
mous consent,  was  read  a  second  time,  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  read  a  third 
lime  and  passed. 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of  Maria  Caldwell  Robertson. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Officeand  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  in  amendment 
of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce  the  rates  of 
postage,  limit  the  use  and  restrict  the  alnise  of  the 
franking  privilege,  and  for  the  prevention  of  frauds 
on  the  revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Department," 
passed  March  3,  1845;  which  was  read  a  first 
time. 

[Tlii<  bill  allows  the  rates  of  commission  aiitlioiized  to  be 
paid  to  posima-ters  hy  the  first  section  of  that  ai't  on  the 
amount  of  postage  receiver!  in  each  quarter,  anil  in  due  pro- 
portion for  any  ptriod  less  tliaii  a  quarter.  All  posttnasters 
whose  cojnnns.Nions  have  been  diminished  by  liaviny  bet n 
paid  on  tlie  amount  received  in  a  year  instead  of  a  quarter, 
shall  be  pt;ruiitted  to  resettle  and  adjust  their  accounts 
according  to  the  first  sectioji  of  tliis  act.  And  tlie  Post- 
master General  is  autlwrized  to  employ  sucli  additional 
clerlis  as  may  be  found  necessaiy  for  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  postmasters  under  tliis  act.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLARKE,  the  prior  orders 
were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  further  to  extend  the  pat- 
ent of  Jethro  Wood.  The  pi'oviso  introduced  as 
an  amendment  by  Mr.  Baldwin  was  then  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. ' 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to 
provide  for  an  additional  number  of  examining 
clerks  in  the  Patent  Office,  and  to  allow  fees  in 
certain  cases. 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  Mr.  Lewis 
was  about  to  move  an  amendment,  when — 

Mr.  BR.EESE  called  for  the  reading  of  the  bill; 
but  before  it  was  read  througli,  moved  that  the 
further  reading  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill 
postponed  until  to-morrow,  as  it  must  be  evi- 
dent from  what  they  had  heard  that  such  a  bill 
could  not  pass  without  leading  to  considerable  dis- 
cussion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  SEVIER  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  Sen- 
ate lor  a  few  moments,  in  order  to  correct  a  mis- 
representation of  remarks  made  by  him  a  few  days 
since.  He  found  an  article  in  the  "  National  In- 
telligencer" of  Saturday  last,  under  the  imposing 
caption,  "  Acquisition  of  desired  territory  by  force, 
and  not  of  right,  boldly  avowed  as  the  principle  of 
the  Administration,"  m  which  it  was  attempted  to 
show  that  he  had  affirmed  such  a  principle.  Now, 
he  had  never  broached  such  a  doctrine.  He  had 
never  contended,  he  did  not  now  contend,  that  any 
power  had  a  right  to  take  territory  to  which  it  had 
no  claim,  in  the  remarks  made  by  him,  on  which 
the  article  in  question  affected  to  be  a  commentary, 
he  had  distinctly  and  explicitly  maintained  that  the 
claim  to  the  right  of  navigating  the  Mississippi  was 
the  ground  on  which  the  action  of  the  Government 
had  been  fu-edicated,  and  that  the  claim  on  which 
the  act  of  IbOG  rested  was  the  title  which  the  Uni- 
ted States  Government  believed  they  had  by  virtue 
of  the  purchase  of  Louisiana.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, charge  the  "  intelligencer"  with  deliberate 
misrepresentation,  as  the  report  of  his  remarks  was 
not  quite  correct,  in  justice  to  the  reporter,  it 
was  proper  to  add,  that  the  report  was  submitted 
to  him,  (Mr.  S.;)  but  being  engaged  on  committee 
business  at  the  time,  he  was  hurried,  and  did  not 
notice  the  omission  of  a  single  word  Lhat  obscured 
the  sense.  On  the  .same  occasion  he  had  spoken 
of  the  i^erdido  as  the  eastern  boundary,  in  the 
report  it  was  made  southern  liounditry,  and  he  de- 
sired to  correct  that  error,  lest  the  "  intelligencer" 
should  perhaps  make  it  the  ground  of  assailing  him 
on  the  score  of  geographical  knowledge. 

THE  TEJN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  military 
force. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  had  no  intention,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, when  this  bill  first  came  up  in  the  Senate,  to 


say  anything  upon  the  subject.  I  thought,  sir,  that 
our  progress  in  this  war  with  Mexico  was  such — 
we  having  advanced  to  the  interior  of  that  country, 
taken  possession  of  its  capital,  and  accomplished 
everything,  practically,  that  the  army  and  the 
President  could  have  accomplished — that  at  the 
meeting  of  this  Congress,  when  it  came  together, 
it  would,  in  its  delilierations  upon  this  subject, 
rather  indicate  what  further  steps  should  be  taken 
in  the  matter,  and  would  occupy  their  time  in 
action  rather  than  words.  1  had  no  expectation 
whatever,  when  this  bill  was  first  introduced,  that 
its  passage  would  be  delayed,  and  that  the  meas- 
ures recommended  by  the  President  would  be 
opposed. 

I  find,  however,  that  I  have  been  very  much 
mistaken.  When  it  was  proposed,  for  the  first 
time,  to  take  up  this  bill,  I  happened  not  to  be  in 
the  Senate  on  that  day,  and  i  believe  it  was  the 
only  day  in  which  I  was  absent  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session  ;  but,  upon  inquiring,  I 
found  that  opposition  was  made  to  such  consider- 
ation, and  there  was  a  very  close  vote  as  to 
whether  the  bill  should  be  taken  up.  I  understood 
from  that  fact,  at  that  time,  that  some  obstructions 
would  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  its  passage;  but, 
still,  I  did  not  anticipate  that  decided  opposition  to 
the  bill,  which  has  since  been  manifested  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Chamber. 

Mr.  President,  as  we  have  had  so  much  discus- 
sion, and  so  much  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
origin  of  this  war,  and  as,  perhaps,  we  shall  here- 
after have  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  question 
by  whom  the  opposition  to  the  bill  was  com- 
menced, I  wish  to  place  on  record  the. history,  as 
i  understand  it,  of  this  debate.  In  so  doing,  it 
will  be  necessary  for  me  to  allude  to  the  course  of 
certain  Senators  upon  this  all-important  subject; 
for  in  relation  to  the  history  of  the  action  of  the 
Senate,  in  the  debate  on  this  bill,  I  do  not,  for  one, 
desire  to  have  the  question  left  in  doubt  as  to  who 
commenced  or  protracted  this  war  of  discussion. 
When  the  attempt  was  first  made,  sir,  to  call  this 
bill  up  for  consideration,  the  objection,  as  I  under- 
stood from  the  "Official  Proceedings,"  to  taking  it 
up  was  not  one  of  direct  opposition  to  the  bill,  but 
simply  whether  it  should  be  taken  up  or  not  at  that 
time.  At  all  events,  that  appeared  to  be  the  light 
in  which  it  was  regarded  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Military  Committee. 

We  soon,  however,  came  to  another  stage  of 
procedure  in  this  matter.  Some  days  after,  when 
the  bill  was  again  called  up,  an  amendment  was 
oifered  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Crit- 
TENDE^f,]  to  change  the  provisions,  &c.  Still  I 
did  not  understand  that  to  be  opposition  to  the 
bill;  tbr,  if  I  understood  the  Senator's  remarks  on 
that  subject,  it  was  not  denied  that  the, President 
should  be  properly  sustained  in  the  conduct  of  this 
war.  And  I  am  more  confirmed  in  that  opinion, 
from  an  incident  that  occurred  about  that  period. 
In  some  preliminary  discussion  at  that  time,  I  re- 
collect very  distinctly  that  the  honorable  Sena.tor 
from  Kentucky  seemed  to  be  very  much  surprised 
at  an  incidental  remark  that  fell  from  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi — viz:  that  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  had  been  delayed,  or  [irocrastinated,  by  Con- 
gress. I  confess  that  I  was  very  much  of  the 
opinion  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  I 
thought  that  the  objection  of  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi  was  not  so  well  founded  as  he  affirmed 
it  to  be.  I  supposed  that  there  had  been  no  serious 
objection  at  the  former  session  designed  against 
the  particular  measures  recommended  for  the  pros- 
ecution of  the  war.  i  did  not  understand  from  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  that 
such  opposition  was  intended,  but  that  there  was 
only  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  details 
of  this  particular  measure.  But,  Mr.  President, 
we  soon  arrived  at  other  stages  of  this  business. 
it  was  remarked  the  other  day,  by  an  honorable 
Senator  on  the  other  side,  (1  do  not  now  recollect 
which,)  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  those  connected  with  him  in 
the  support  of  this  bill,  were  "making  consider- 
a51e  progress" — that  he  had  at  first  disclaimed  all 
idea  of  the  conquest  of  all  Mexico,  but  that  he 
now  seemed  to  be  disposed  to  regard  it  as  not  so 
unreasonable,  or  so  monstrous — that  such  an  idea 
might  be  tolerated — and  that  therefore  he  was 
making  some  progress. 

Now,  I  must  say,  in  reply,  that  those  who  are 
thus  charging  iis  with  inccuisistency,  are  changing 
the  position  which  they  had  assumed  at  the  com- 


mencement very  rapidly.  It  is  they  who  have 
been  making  progress;  but  I  must  be  allowed  to 
say  it  is  a  progress  backwards.  From  the  time 
when  the  bill  was  first  proposed  to  the  present  mo- 
ment, they  have  manifested  an  increasing  opposi- 
tion to  the  prosecution  of  this  war.  Not  only  do 
they  find  fault  with  the  suggestions  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  with  the  suggestions  of 
the  War  Department,  with  the  reports  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and 
with  all  the  authorities  usually  allowed  on  such 
occasions,  but  they  resist  and  contest  them  at  every 
point,  and  have  denounced  in  the  strongest  terms 
the  prosecution  of  the  war.  That  was  the  stage, 
in  the  course  of  their  procedure  upon  this  subject, 
marked  out  by  the  Senator  from  Delaware.  But 
they  did  not  slop  there.  There  was  still  another 
stage.  Where  they  will  stop  in  their  onward 
career,  I  cannot  say;  for,  soon  after,  another  hon- 
orable Senator  (the  Senator  from  Connecticut)  of- 
fered a  resolution  which  took  still  higher  ground: 
in  the  first  place,  that  Mexico  had  no  public  do- 
main; and,  secondly,  if  she  had,  she  had  no  fiower 
10  cede  any  of  said  territory  to  us;  and,  therefore, 
our  idea  of  acquiring  territory  for  indemnity  was 
altogether  futile.  Such  has  been  the  progress  of 
the  opposition  to  this  bill;  and  I  must  confess,  sir, 
that  every  additional  step  that  has  been  made  has 
but  astonished  me  the  more.  These  latter  posi- 
tions assumed  by  an  honorable  Senator  have  es- 
pecially astonished  me  more  than  all  the  rest. 
What  are  they?  Why,  that  Mexico  has  no  pub- 
lic domain,  and  that  we  can  get  nothing  from  her. 
Well,  sir,  I  will  not  stop  to  discuss  that  question, 
fori  care  very  little  whether  she  has  any  public 
domain  or  not,  though  I  understand  the  fact  very 
differently.  I  understand  that  Mexico  has  a  pub- 
lic domain.  I  thii>k  it  very  immateiual,  and  that 
the  acquisition  of  territory  for  the  public  land 
it  brings  into  the  country  is  of  no  great  advan- 
tage. In  regard  to  public  lands  generally,  and  in 
respect  particularly  to  the  immense  territory  we 
have  held,  I  think  they  bring  in  but  very  little 
income  to  the  Government.  1  venture  to  say,  that 
on  examination  in  respect  to  the  value  of  the 
public  lands  in  this  country,  after  deducting  the 
expenses  of  surveys,  puixhases,  and  the  other  ne- 
cessary expenses,  it  would  be  found  that  it  has 
been  by  no  means  a  money-making  business. 
There  are  other  advantages  in  the  acquisition  of 
teiritory  besides  the  mere  value  of  the  land.  The 
increase  of  population,  of  commerce,  and  conse- 
quently of  revenue  resulting  from  such  acquisition, 
must  be  taken  into  account.  Suppose  we  iiad 
never  received  a  dollar  out  of  the  immense  territory 
acquired  by  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  would* 
not  the  acquisition,  considering  the  millions  of 
revenue  received  at  New  Orleans,  have  been  a  suf- 
ficient inducement  to  its  acquirement.''  I  believe 
Mexico  has  a  public  domain  to  cede  ;  but  whether 
she  has  or  not,  I  do  not  care  a  straw.  We  want 
the  territory  for  the  spread  of  population,  the  in- 
crease of  our  commerce,  and  the  extension  of  our 
liberties,  just  as  we  wanted  Louisiana  and  the 
valley  of  the  Mississippi,  Floridas,  and  Texas.  I 
shall  not  follow  the  Senator  in  his  argument  on 
this  point.  He  cited  from  a  work  on  international 
law,  of  which  I  profess  to  know  but  little.  I  shall 
not,  then,  follow  him  in  that  quotation.  But  I 
should  think  that  such  law  as  that  which  he  cited 
is  at  variance  with  the  practice  of  all  nations,  con- 
trary to  common  sense,  and  not  to  be  tolerated  in 
this  age  of  the  world.  How,  I  would  ask,  did  we 
acquire  the  very  ground  on  which  this  Capitol 
stands.'  Tradition  records,  that  the  Indians  once 
lighted  their  council-fires  on  this  very  hilj  ;  would 
the  Senator  then  have  it,  that  we  have  no  title  to 
this,  the  site  of  our  Capitol,  and  that  the  remnant 
of  these  Indians  could  at  any  time  justly  eject  us 
from  its  possession.'  But  if  the  Senator's  argu- 
ment should  be  correct,  that  Mexico  has  no  power 
to  cede  territory,  how  will  that  help  his  cause?  It 
will  only  make  it  the  more  necessary  for  us  to  take 
it,  if  she  cannot  cede  it. 

Such,  then,  sir,  is  the  history  of  the  opposition, 
thus  far,  to  this  bill.  Before  I  [)roceed  further, 
however,  I  will  advert  to  an  argument  made  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Vermont,  vvholast 
addressed  the  Senate.  In  the  conclusion  of  his 
remarks,  he  complained  of  the  exercise  of  what 
he  was  pleased  to  term,  an  almost  despotic  mili- 
tary power,  in  the  hands  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  Mexico,  and  declaimed,  at  some 
length,  against  the  dangers  of  an  abuse  of  a  inili- 
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tary  authority.  But  does  not  this  military  power 
continue  to  be  exercised  by  the  President,  in  the 
very  necessity  of  tlie  case,  and  because  tiiat  legal 
provision  has  not  yet  been  made  by  which  he 
would  have  been  relieved  of  that  responsibility? 
So  far  from  being  desirous  to  hold  California  and 
New  Mexico  by  military  tenure,  rather  than  by 
the  organization  of  civil  government,  the  President 
has  been  anxious  to  be  relieved  of  that  responsi- 
bility, which  the  circumstances  of  the  case  have 
devolved  ujion  him,  and  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont can  at  any  time  contribute  his  share  in  the 
removal  of  that  much  of  the  military  power  of  the 
President,  by  establishing  civil  or  territorial  gov- 
ernment. 

There  is  another  preliminary  remark  which  I 
desire  to  make,  and  it  is  in  reference  to  the  aston- 
ishing distrust  manifested  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Chamber,  with  respect  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  President,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflairs.  I  be- 
lieve it  has  hitherto  been  generally  considered, 
that  in  cases  where  the  honor  and  interest  of  the 
countrjr  are  involved  in  a  controversy  with  a  for- 
eign Power,  party  spirit  should  be  assuaged.  And 
I  think  the  history  of  the  country  shows,  that  in 
the  highest  party  times,  wlien  such  cases  have 
arisen,  party  spu'it  has  subsided.  It  was  so,  I 
recollect,  some  years  ago,  when  the  question  of 
the  northeastern  boundary  was  in  agitation.  Tlien, 
nearly  by  unanimous  consent — indeed,!  believe  it 
was  unanimous — means  were  placed  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  President  to  meet  any  contingency  which 
might  arise.  So  it  was  also,  1  believe,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  this  war;  but  the  spirit  of  party  op- 
position has  gradually  arisen,  and  every  measure 
suggested  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war  is  now 
most  scrupulously  scrutinized. 

I  now  proceed  to  give  some  of  the  grounds  of 
my  vote  upon  this  bill,  in  addition  to  the  reasons 
given  for  its  passage  by  the  cliairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Aft'airs,  and  so  eloquently  sus- 
tained by  another  member  of  the  committee,  (the 
Senator  from  Mississippi,)  whose  heroic  and  skill- 
ful exploits  in  two  of  the  most  brilliant  battles — 
and  I  regret  to  say,  also,  as  his  own  honorable 
wounds  but  too  clearly  attest,  the  most  bloody 
battles  of  the  war — Monterey  and  Buena  Vista — 
add  a  Vvcight  to  whatever  he  says  on  this  subject, 
which,  it  seems  to  me,  ought  to  be  conclusive. 
I  felt  sure  it  would  be  so  then,  but  I  find  I  was 
mistaken.  His  arguments  have  not  been  answered; 
they  never  can  or  will  be  answered  on  this  floor  or 
elsewhere.  Still,  opposition  to  the  bill  appears  to 
,have  constantly  increased  from  that  day  to  this. 
My  thanks,  and  the  thanks  of  this  body  and  of  the 
country,  are  due  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mis- 
sissippi, [Cul.  Davis,]  who  is  on  the  military  com- 
mittee, for  what  he  said  on  the  amendment  oflered 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  That  amendment 
seemed  almost  to  have  reduced  the  friends  of  this 
bill  to  the  necessity  of  undervaluing  the  efficiency 
of  volunteers,  or  to  adopt  the  amendment.  There 
is  a  difference  of  opinion  on  this  subject,  both  in  the 
army  and  elsewhere.  The  honorable  Senator  was 
identified  with  both  arms  of  the  service,  regulars 
and  volunteers,  and  could  have  no  partiality  for 
either.  Few  men  occupy  the  same  position  in  this 
particular;  he  has  said,  therefore,  all  that  is  proper 
or  necessary  on  the  occasion,  and,  1  have  no  doubt, 
satisfied  both  parties,  that  for  the  services  contem- 
plated regulars  are  to  be  preferred.  While  ex- 
pressing, then,  my  thanks  to  that  Senator,  and  my 
full  concurrence  in  all  he  said  on  the  respective 
merits  of  volunteers  and  regulars,  giving  preference 
to  neither  in  their  appropriate  sphere,  but  doing 
ample  credit  to  both,  I  take  occasion  to  state  a 
fact,  and  an  opinion  of  volunteers,  I  once  heard 
from  a  very  distinguished  officer  of  the  regular 
army  in  the  war  of  J 812,  now  no  more,  and  who, 
like  my  friend  from  IVlississippi,  bore  about  him 
wounds  received  on  the  battle-fields  of  his  country, 
iind  which,  I  believe,  ut  last  carried  him  prema- 
turely to  the  grave — 1  mean  the  late  General  Rip- 
ley. I  thought  the  fact  staled,  and  the  opinion 
given,  a  little  cxtravagcnt.  I  now  believe  them 
both  perfectly  true.  lie  said,  that  in  all  the  annals 
of  American  warfare,  American  volunteers,  in  any 
thing  like  equal  numbers,  never  had  been  beaten, 
and  never  could  while  our  present  institutions  ex- 
isted. The  battle-fields  of  New  Orleans,  Buena 
Vi.sla,  Cerro  Gordo,  I'rnzito,  Sacramento,  and 
others,  attest  the  truth  of  what  he  said. 

In   the  debateM  on   this  bill,  there  liaM  been,  I 


think,  some  incorrectness  in_  the  statements  of 
those  who  oppose  the  bill,  no  doubt  usiintentional, 
as  to  the  force  now  authorized  and  required  by  the 
Executive  and  the  committee,  calculated  to  lead  to 
error.  It  has  been  variously  stated  by  different 
speakers,  from  ninety  to  a  hundred  thousand  men, 
and  the  increase  contemplated  by  the  bill  now 
under  consideration,  and  the  bill  for  twenty  regi- 
ments of  volunteers,  as  increasing  the  actual  force 
in  service  thirty  thousand  men.  i  do  not  so  under- 
stand it.  As  1  understand  it,  from  the  reports  of 
the  Adjutant  General'.?  office,  the  present  forces 
authorized  are: 

Regulars 30,350 

Volunteers 32,816 

Total  authorized 63,166 

If  we  add  to  this  the  ten  regiments  contemplated 
by  this  bill,  wc  make  the  whole  amount  73,166. 
The  force  in  actual  service,  from  the  last  returns, 
are : 

Regulars .' 50,333 

Volunteers 20,286 

Volunteers   from   Michigan   and  Ala- 
bama, on  their  way 2,200 

Making,  in  all,  in  actual  service. . .  42,719 
From  these  statements,  it  will  appear  that  the 
number  that  can  be  kept  in  service,  of  those  autho- 
rized by  law,  is  about  two-thirds.  This  calculation 
will  give  for  the  actual  force  in  service,  after  the 
ten  new  regiments  are  added,  about  48,925 — say 
fifty  thousand  men.  And  if  the  twenty  additional 
regiments  of  volunteers  be  added  to  the  forces 
previously  authorized,  the  number  that  would  be 
actually  kept  in  service,  according  to  this  mode  of 
calculation,  would  be  62,000.  This  bill,  and  the 
bill  authorizing  the  twenty  regiments  of  volunteers, 
does  not,  as  has  been  represented,  add  thirty  thou- 
sand men  to  the  number  in  actual  service.  They 
do  not  necessarily  add  a  single  man  to  either  arm 
of  the  service;  they  only  authorize  the  President 
to  do  so,  if  he  deems  it  necessary. 

While  on  this  branch  of  the  subject,  I  desire  to 
make  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  the  arguments 
offered  against  the  bill,  and  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment submitted  by  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Butler,]  which  is  still  pending.  That 
amendment  proposes,  instead  of  increasing  the 
number  of  the  regiments,  to  add  a  certain  number 
of  men  to  each  company.  I  do  not  know  much 
about  military  affairs,  sir,  but  I  confess  that  this 
amendment  struck  me  as  rather  extraordinary, 
particularly  when  it  was  considered  that  the  peace 
establishment  of  the  United  Stales  had  been  already 
very  much  augmented  in  the  manner  proposed  in 
the  amendment;  and  above  all,  after  the  remark- 
able manifestations  which  the  army  had  given  of 
its  efficiency  under  the  present  organization.  The 
experiment  of  making  that  change  in  this  or- 
ganization appeared  to  me  to  be  of  doubtful 
expediency,  to  say  the  least  of  it.  A  slight  de- 
parture, even  from  an  established  system  which 
has  proved  so  eminently  efficient,  might  be  attend- 
ed with  danger.  I  do  not  say  that  there  would 
positively  be  danger  in  making  the  change  pro- 
posed by  the  amendment,  but  1  prefer  leaving  the 
organization  of  the  army  precisely  as  it  is  at  [)res- 
ent.  The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  recom- 
mends his  amendment  on  the  score  of  economy. 
In  some  cases,  great  economy  is  the  worst  econo- 
my. We  cannot  expect,  when  we  go  to  war,  that 
we  can  prosecute  it  without  expense.  I  perfectly 
agree  with  gentlemen,  who  declare  that  when  we 
go  to  war, -we  must  pay  for  it.  We  must  tax  the 
people.  I  regard  as  one  of  the  consequences  of 
this  war,  the  necessity  of  imposing  taxes  to  meet 
the  expenditures.  1  admit  that  at  once,  and  am 
ready  to  go  as  far  as  any  reasonable  man,  in  the 
imposition  of  taxes,  for  the  purpose  of  dei'raying 
the  expenses  of  this  war.  The  expense  I  know 
must  be  great,  and  for  it  we  must  provide.  But 
considerations  of  economy  are  not  to  enter  into  the 
calculations  of  a  ])eoplc,  when  they  find  it  necssary 
to  enter  into  a  war.  The  great  object  of  war  is 
success,  and  that  is  to  be  sought  at  any  cost.  We 
are  now  engaged  in  war,  and  we  must  prosecute 
it  to  a  successful  close.  It  is  no  time  now  to  sit 
down,  and  counting  the  cost,  cut  oil"  some  of  the 
odds  and  ends.  If  economy  is  our  object,  why 
not  strike  off  half  of  the  officers  of  the  army  ?  If 
we  are  to  udo|)t  this  economical  policy,  wliy  not 
proceed  to  cul  down  all  theofiicers?  I  have  no 
fear  as  lo  our  inability  to  meet  the  expenses  of  this 
war.     Wc  have  met   them   thus_far,  and  wc  shall 


be  fully  able  to  meet  them  hereafter.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina. 

In  the  course  of  the  argument  on  that  amend- 
ment, something  was  said  about  the  patronage  of 
the  Executive,  and  in  reference  to  that,  I  have  a 
few  words  to  offer.  I  know  that  complaints  have 
been  made  with  reference  to  the  patronage  dis- 
posed of  by  the  Executive  in  the  a)ipointment  of 
the  principal  officers  of  the  army  engaged  in  this 
war.  But  I  think,  sir,  that  an  attentive  examina- 
tion of  the  army  list  will  furnish  evidence  of  some 
justification  for  the  conduct  of  the  Executive.  At 
the  head  of  the  list,  there  does  seem  to  be  a 
considerable  preponderance  of  Democratic  names; 
but  if  you  look  further  down,  you  will  discover  that 
the  officers  appointed  by  the  Executives  of  those 
States  in  which  Vv''hig  influence  prevails,  have 
been  selected  from  the  ranks  of  that  jmrty.  For 
myself,  I  would  never  permit  such  distinctions  of 
party  to  operate  in  the  selection  of  officers  tor  the 
armies  of  the  country;  and  never,  in  any  recom- 
mendations which  I  liave  made,  have  such  dis- 
tinctions been  permitted  to  exercise  the  slightest 
influence.  In  the  defence  of  the  honor  and  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  Whigs  and  Democrats  alike 
have  participated,  and  should  fairly  share  in  the 
offices  and  emoluments  of  the  army.  If  the  Pres- 
ident had  acted  in  this  matter  in  the  exclusive 
spirit  that  has  been  alleged  against  him,  I  should 
have  condemned  him  most  emphatically.  But 
when  I  find  that  the  spirit  of  exclusiveness  in  ap- 
pointments to  office  commenced  on  the  other  side, 
I  before  the  general  staff  was  organized,  I  believe 
j  that  the  President  was  not  at  all  to  blame  in  at- 
tempting to  make  something  like  a  balance,  by 
appointing  a  large  number  of  Democrats. 
■  Mr.  MANGUM.  If  the  honorable  Senator  will 
allow  me,  I  would  remark,  in  reference  to  my 
own  State,  that  such  a  course  as  he  describes  was 
not  adopted  by  the  Executive  of  that  State;  and 
that  a  very  meritorious  and  scientific  gentleman  of 
the  Democratic  party  received  an  appointment; 
indeed,  I  believe  that  all  the  appointments  were 
made  irrespective  of  party  considerations.  As  the 
Senator  is  aware,  we  had  a  Whig  Executive  in 
that  State. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  am  very  glad  that  the  honor- 
able Senator  interrupted  me,  because  if  in  error,  at 
any  time,  I  shall  always  be  happy  to  be  corrected. 
I  recollect  an  instance  in  the  gentleman's  own 
State,  which  sustains  me  in  the  position  I  have 
assumed  with  respect  to  these  ajsponitments  of  the 
Executives  of  the  States.  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
being  introduced,  last  summer,  to  a  gentleman  who 
commanded  one  of  the  new  regiments  in  the  regu- 
lar army,  (Colonel  Wilson,)  and  ascertained  the. 
fact,  that  although  a  man  of  wealth  and  standing 
in  the  community,  having  volunteered  when  the 
first  call  was  made  on  the  country,  and  been 
elected  to  some  subordinate  office,  yet,  contrary  to 
general  expectation,  he  did  not  receive  from  the 
State  Executive  the  command  of  one  of  the  regi- 
ments, and  that,  in  consequence  of  the  neglect,  the 
President  appointed  him  to  the  command  of  one 
of  the  new  regiments.  But  I  regarded  it  as  a  very 
strong  case  in  poiiiit,  and  I  had  it  in  view  when  I 
made  the  remark  which  elicited  tire  interruption 
of  the  honorable  Senator. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  The  fact  is  as  slated  by  the 
honorable  Senator.  Colonel  Wilson  was  afterwads 
appointed  by  the  Executive  here,  and  two  strong 
letters  from  the  Whig  Senators  of  this  body  were 
written  recommending  him  to  the  appointment. 
That  was  the  spirit  which,  so  far  as  I  know,  char- 
acterized the  public  authorities  of  North  Carolina. 
.  Mr.  DOWNS.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
proceedings  in  North  Carolina  except  m  this  in- 
stance, which,  I  confess,  struck  me  as  one  of  those 
affording  a  justification  of  the  course  of  tlie  Presi- 
dent. I  did  not,  however,  intend  to  refer  to  a 
paiticular  case,  but  to  speak  generally  of  the  course 
which  had  been  taken  in  mal<ing  the  a])pointments. 
I  do  not  inetend  to  go  into  all  the  instances  occur- 
ring in  the  several  Stales,  but  I  speak  of  the  genor.il 
result,  and  I  believe  that,  upon  investigation,  it  will 
be  found  that  a  large  portion  of  the  appoiniments 
of  officers  were  made  from  the  party  which  is  op- 
posed to  the  President  in  their  political  view.». 
This,  sir,  I  believe,  has  been  the  liberal  course  of 
the  Executive  on  this  subject. 

Before  I  (piit  this  part  of  the  subject,  there  is  one 
other  reason  which  1  will  state,  why  1  prefer  regu- 
lar  forces   to  volunteers.     Their  dutiea  are  very 
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much  the  same,  and  as  the  war  is  conducted  their 
period  of  service  will  be  much  the  same,  yet  the 
difference  between  the  officers  of  this  description 
offeree  is  very  material. 

The  volunteer  officers  not  holding  their  commis- 
sions from  the  United  States,  there  is  no  opportu- 
nity for  promotion.  They  may  go  there  and  fight 
for  years,  and  though  they  perform  the  same  duties 
as  are  performed  by  the  officers  of  the  regular  army 
and  achieve  as  gallant  exploits,  yet  they  can  re- 
ceive no  advancement.  Those  who  begin  as  captains 
will  be  captains  still,  and  those  who  command  as 
lieutenants  will  be  lieutenants  still. 

There  was  a  remark  made  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  who  last  addressed 
the  Senate  upon  this  subject,  and  who  offered  an 
amendment  to  this  bill,  in  which  I  cannot  concur. 
It  seemed  to  be  based  upon  the  idea  that  the  en- 
gagement of  volunteers  or  the  enlistment  of  regular 
troops  could  not  be  accomplished.     He  says: 

"  Why  is  it  that  the  Executive,  as  we  are  iiirormed,  can- 
not raise  the  number  of  troops  wliich  by  law  lie  has  author- 
ity to  raise,  for  carrying  on  this  war  in  the  heart  of  Mexico? 
Why  is  it?  Does  it  arise  from  popular  aversion  against  en- 
tering into  such  a  service  as  this  .■■  If  it  were  a  war  for  the 
defence  of  our  own  soil,  do  you  believe  that  five  times  that 
number  could  not  be  called  into  requisition  ?  Sir,  at  the  voice 
of  the  Executive  of  the  United  States,  ten  times  that  num- 
ber would  spring  up,  ready  to  defend  the  national  honor  and 
tlie  soil  of  the  Republit;.  And  I  must  here  malje  anotlier 
remark.  If  all  parties  in  the  United  States,  were  to  concur 
in  the  justice  and  propriety  of  carrying  on  this  war,  I  would 
answer  for  it  that  the  President  could  not  say  that  it  was  out 
of  his  power  to  raise  the  number  of  troops  which  the  laws 
of  the  country  authorize  him  to  raise.  But,  sir,  the  very 
fact  that  he  is  unable  to  raise  these  troops  by  the  means 
which  have  been  put  in  his  power,  is,  I  think,  one  of  the 
omens  which  a  wise  ruler  should  regard  in  administering 
the  trust— the  sacred  trust — that  is  committed  to  him." 

Now,  I  do  not  understand  the  President  as 
taking  any  such  ground.  I  have  never  understood 
that  there  has  been  a  single  case  in  which  a  call 
has  been  made  for  volunteers  in  which  that  call 
has  not  been  fully  and  completely  answered  In 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and,  in  fact,  in  all  the 
States,  the  last  calls  were  not  only  responded  to  at 
once,  but  more  men  were  offered  than  could  be  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  beg  to  interrupt  the  Senator 
for  a  moment.  He  has  not  exactly  staled  my 
proposition.  In  contending,  as  I  did  contend,  that 
if  the  additional  troops  called  for  were  necessary, 
they  could  be  supplied  in  the  manner  proposed  by 
my  amendment  to  the  bill,  I  asked  the  question, 
why  not  raise  them  in  this  way?  One  answer  was, 
that  the  men  would  prefer  entering  a  new  organi- 
zation. But  my  proposition  was,  that  if  addi- 
tional troops  were  needed,  they  could  be  added  to 
the  old  regiinents,  instead  of  incurring  the  expense 
of  creating  new  ones. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  do  not  see,  in  the  remarks 
of  the  Senator,  any  distinction  between  the  two 
descriptions  of  forces.  On  the  contrary,  the  ten 
regiments  authorized  by  the  bill  of  last  session 
were  filled  up  with  extraordinary  rapidity.  I  do 
not  know  that  there  is  any  complaint  in  the  re- 
cruiting for  the  old  regiments.  Almost  every 
newspaper  that  was  received  from  New  Orleans 
announced  the  arrival  of  fresh  troops,  to  fill  up  the 
reduced  companies. 

But  while  upon  this  subject,  permit  me  to  make 
another  remark,  as  an  additional  reason  for  the 
passage  of  this  bill.  There  is  no  doubt  that  recruit- 
ing in  the  new  regiments  will  be  more  rapid  than 
in  the  old  regiments.  And  the  reason'  is,  that 
when  you  appoint  officers  from  civil  life,  they  go 
into  the  country  where  they  are  known,  and,  con- 
sequently, the  men  the  more  readily  undertake  to 
serve  under  them. 

I  do  not  know  certainly  how  many  of  our  troops 
in  Mexico  were  lost  in  battle  and  by  disease,  re- 
spectively, but  I  suppose  at  least  as  many  were 
lost  by  the  last  as  by  the  fir.st.  Many  at  any  rate 
fell  by  disease,  and  in  conse([uence  of  the  late  pe- 
riod in  which  they  arrived  at  Vera  Cruz. 

If  we  then  pass  this  bill  at  once,  we  can  send 
tliem  off  at  an  early  period,  so  as  to  escape  the  dis- 
eases of  the  climate,  which  have  been  heretofore 
encountered.  But  if  we  continue  to  debate  the  bill 
indefinitely,  if  we  go  on  talking-  without  acting,  we 
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shall  not  only  do  as  was  done  last  session,  but  the 
evil  will  be  much  greater  than  last  year;  because 
this  is  a  very  long  session,  and  may  be  extended 
indefiifftely  to  the  midst  of  summer;  whereas,  last 
year,  the  delay  could  not  extend  beyond  the  fourth 
of  March.  It  was  for  reasons  of  this  kind,  as 
stated  by  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  that  I  thought  it  would  be 
far  preferable  to  pass  this  bill  without  any  unne- 
cessary delay. 

As  the  remarks  which  I  shall  make  are  in  a 
great  degi-ee  in  answer  to  arguments  which  have 
been  made  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  I  must  say 
that  I  should  not  have  spoken  at  all,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  those  arguments. 

I  now  wish  to  advert  to  another  of  the  positions 
assumed  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  and  lest  I  should  be  mistaken,  I  will 
quote  the  language  of  the  gentleman: 

"  But,  sir,  that  is  as  far  as  I  will  go  as  an  ultimatum  of  any 
proposition  of  peace  to  that  Government.  I  would  insist, 
in  the  first  instance,  in  all  measures  of  negotiation,  that  to 
the  Rio  Grande  we  are  bound,  under  the  most  solemn  of 
pledges,  to  protect  the  rights  of  Texas.  But  then  the  ques- 
tion may  be  asked — and  it  is  a  proper  question — how  wo\ild 
you  establish  any  other  line  for  separating  the  territories  of 
the  United  States  from  those  of  Mexico?  Will  you  fall  back 
upon  the  line  which  separates  Oregon  from  Mexico?  I 
think  not,  sir.  But,  by  way  of  making  it  as  acceptable  as 
possible  to  Mexico,  and  with  a  sinceredesire  to  terminate 
this  war,  I  would  not  hesitate,  if  it  were  to  be  done  to  mor- 
row, to  send  the  most  illustrious  embassy  to  Mexico,  and  to 
propose  to  her  terms  of  peace  upon  this  ultimatum,  with  tlie 
right,  however,  to  demand  from  her  to  say  what  line  she 
should  run  by  way  of  compensating  us  for  the  claims  we 
have  against  tier,  and  I  should  think  it  no  degradation." 

Now,  I  have  a  very  great  objection  to  the  first 
proposition  considered  in  this  extract.  I  object 
totally  and  peremptorily  to  sending  any  more  am- 
bassadors to  Mexico.  We  have  sent  too  many 
already.  The  President  was  right  at  first,  how- 
ever, because  our  true  policy  is  for  peace,  where  it 
can  be  honorably  obtained.  Yet,  although  the 
President  at  the  early  stages  of  this  war  did  make 
them  these  offers  of  peace,  nothing  has  been  done 
towards  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  by  them.  Even 
now,  after  they  are  completely  overthrown,  then- 
capital  taken,  and  army  destroyed,  still  terms  of 
peace  are  rejected. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  ought  not  to  send 
them  another  ambassador,  high  or  low.  We  have 
made  propositions  many  times,  and  they  would 
not  accept  them — we  have  now  conquered  them — 
they  are  in  our  power.  Shall  we,  then,  solicit 
again  until  they  consent  to  treat  with  us?  If  I 
were  to  send  an  embassy  at  all,  it  should  not  be 
with  such  an  ultimatum  as  the  honorable  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  proposes.  Why  should  we 
now  agree  to  take  the  Oregon  boundary  as  the 
extent  of  our  title,  giving  them  to  uiraerstand  that 
we  expect  nothing  more,  and  leaving  to  themselves 
to  propose  a  boundary  for  indemnity? 

This  would  be  giving  them  new  life  or  encour- 
agement. If  the  President  could  be  so  weak  as  to 
present  such  a  proposition,  they  would  say  at  once 
"there  is  some  mystery  in  this  sudden  change, 
some  difficulty  in  the  affiiirs  of  the  American  Gov- 
ernment," which  would  encourage  them  to  perse- 
vere in  hostilities,  under  the  impression  that  we 
would  ultimately  be  compelled  to  give  up  our 
conquests;  and  this  would  be  a  reasonable  conclu- 
sion from  such  a  proposition. 

I  now  come  to  some  general  remarks  which  I 
wish  to  make  upon  the  question  of  the  war  with 
Mexico.  And  first,  sir,  I  have  to  say  that  there 
is  one  thing  which  has  appeared  to  me  very  singu- 
lar in  this  discussion  on  the  part  of  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Chamber.  The  President  in  his 
message  has  declared  what  he  thinks  as  the  right 
course  to  be  pursued  ;  and  gentlemen  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  generally,  have  concurred  with  the 
views  he  has  taken;  while  those  on  the  opposite 
side  object  to  the  policy  in  the  most  decided 
manner.  But  they  do  not  tell  us  what  they  would 
do.  It  is  very  easy  to  find  fault,  but  not  so  easy 
to  tell  us  what  would  be  the  right  course  to  pursue. 

The  studied  silence  of  our  opponents  on  this 
subject  is  the  more  surprising,  because  we  had 
indications,  before  the  meeting  of  this  session  of 
Congress,  that  the  objects  of  the  war  ought  to  be 


declared,  and  the  President  compelled  to  abide  by 
them.     Mr.  Clay,  in  h;s  Lexington  speech,  said: 

"  I  conclude,  therefore,  Mr.  President  and  fellow-citizens, 
with  entire  confidence,  that  Congress  has  the  right,  either 
at  the  beginning  or  during  the  prosecution  of  any  war,  to 
decide  tlie  objects  and  purposes  for  which  it  was  proclaimed, 
or  for  which  it  ought  to  be  continued.  And  I  think  it  is  the 
duty  of  Congress,  by  some  deliberate  and  authentic  act,  to 
declare  for  what  objects  the  present  war  shall  be  longer 
prosecuted.  I  suppose  the  President  would  not  hesitate  to 
regulate  hisconductby  the  pronounced  will  of  Congruss,  and 
to  employ  the  force  and  the  diplomatic  power  of  tlje  nation 
to  execute  that  will.  But  if  the  President  should  decline  or 
refuse  to  do  so,  and,  in  contempt  of  the  supreme  authority 
of  Congress,  should  persevere  in  waging  the  war  for  other 
objects  than  those  proclaimed  by  Congress,  then  it  would  be 
the  imperative  duty  of  that  body  to  vindicate  its  authority 
by  the  most  stringent,  and  effectual,  and  appropriate  meas- 
ures. And  if,  on  the  contrary,  the  enemy  slionid  refuse  to 
conclude  a  treaty  coiitaining  stipulations  securing  the  ob- 
jects designated  by  Congress,  it  would  become  the  duty  of 
the  whole  Government  to  prosecute  the  war  with  all  the 
national  energy,  until  those  objects  were  atiained  by  a  treaty 
of  peace.  There  can  be  no  insuperable  difficulty  in  Con- 
gress making  such  an  authoritative  declaration.  Let  it  re- 
solve, simply,  that  the  war  shall,  or  shall  not,  be  a  war  of 
conquest;  and,  if  a  war  of  conquest,  what  is  to  be  con- 
quered. Should  a  resolution  pass  dischiiining  the  design  of 
conquest,  peace  would  follow  in  less  than  sixty  days,  if  the 
President  would  conform  to  his  constitutional  duty." 

This  is  frank  and  decided.  I  do  not  see  any 
reasonable  objections  to  the  course  suggested. 

I  do  not  know  what  the  President's  opinions 
are — I  speak  only  for  myself — but  I  would  be  very 
glad,  and  I  think  the  President  would  also  be  grat- 
ified, if  Congress  would  adopt  such  acourse.  Why 
has  not  this  course  been  adopted? 

There  has  been  another  announcement  of  this 
principle,  and  a  very  emphatic  one,  from  another 
quarter. 

I  read  only  this  morning,  this  decided  declara- 
tion of  opinion  from  a  gentleman  in  another  de- 
partment of  the  General  Government: 

Washington,  January  7,  1848. 
"My  DEAR  Sir:  To  all  hunfhn  appearance,  the  termination 
of  this  miserable  war  with  Mexico  is  more  remote  than 
when  the  first  blow  was  struck.  In  my  judgment,  it  was 
unnecessarily  and  unconstitutionally  commenced  by  march- 
ing our  army  into  disputed  territory  in  the  possession  of 
Mexico.  And  I  think  that  Congress,  who  unqiiestionabl.v 
have  the  power,  should  put  an  end  to  the  war  on  just  and 
honorable  principles. 

"  After  agreeing  upon  the  terms  on  which  a  treaty  should 
he  made,  they  should  call  upon  the  Executive  by  resolution 
to  offer  a  peace  to  Mexico  upon  that  basis,  and,  during  the 
negotiation,  hostilities  should  he  suspended.  If  the  Presi- 
dent shall  refuse  to  do  this,  in  the  military  appropriation 
bills  the  army  should  be  required  to  take  such  positions  aa 
shall  carry  out  the  views  of  Congress.  These  hills  the  Pres- 
ident could  not  veto,  and  he  would  be  bound  by  their  re- 
quirements.    This  may  be  done  by  the  House. 

"JOHN  iMcLEAN." 

This  is  perfectly  frank  and  clear,  and  admits  of 
no  doubt. 

If  gentlemen  approve  of  this  doctrine  let  them 
subscribe  to  it  boldly.  There  it  is.  I  want  a  sim- 
ple response — yes  or  no.  Do  you  approve  of  it, 
or  do  you  not?  I  have,  and  the  people  have,  a 
right  to  demand  from  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
what  are  their  views? 

I  have  no  idea  that  there  will  be  any  peace  until 
the  Presidential  election  is  over;  and  is  it  to  be 
supposed  that  the  people  are  going  to  vote  in  the 
dark? 

I  do  hope,  then,  that  those  gentlemen  who  differ 
with  us  so  much,  and  find  so  much  fault,  will  pro- 
pose a  plan  of  their  own,  or,  at  all  events,  that  they 
will  say  on  this  question,  yea  or  nay.  Let  them 
sign  the  bond.     Here  it  is  in  unequivocal  terms. 

I  want  to  know  whether  they  will  propose  to 
withdraw  the  army,  to  give  up,  not  only  the  in- 
demnity of  millions,  which  our  citizens  claim,  but 
say  that  all  the  blood  and  treasure  which  has  been 
spent  in  this  war,  shall  be  thrown  away;  or  whether, 
in  the  spirit  of  the  suggestion  made  by  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  South  Carolina,  go  to  Mexico, 
and  foil  on  our  knees,  and  entreat  that  she  will 
make  peace  on  her  own  terms. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  beg  the  Senator  will  allow 
me  to  say,  that  I  never  assumed  any  such  propo- 
sition; and  I  do  not  think  that  my  language,  on 
the  occasion  referred  to,  at  all  justifies  such  an  in- 
ference aa  has  been  drawn.  1  ant  quite  at  a  loss 
to  know  how  the  gentleman  could  have  arrived  at 
such  a  conclusion.  I  certainly  said  that  I  would 
allow   Mexico  the  privilege  of  indicating  a  line, 
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without  at  all  pledging  myself  to  accede  to  it.  I 
did  not  wish  to  extort  terms  from  her,  under  du- 
ress, at  the  moutli  of  the  cannon.  So  for  as  regards 
the  indemnity  due  us,  whatever  be  the  amount, 
I  stated  that  I  would  insist  on  an  adjustment  of  it, 
allowing  Mexico,  simply,  freedom  in  the  conduct 
of  the  negotiation — giving  her  the  privilege  of  indi- 
cating such  boundaries  as  would  be  most  favorable 
to  permanent  peace  between  the  two  Republics. 
I  said  nothing  to  authorize  the  extravagant  propo- 
sition of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  The  gentleman,  I  hope,  did  not 
understand  nie  as  saying  he  used  those  identical 
words,  "  falling  on  our  knees."  That  was  a  mere 
figure  of  speech.  I  did  think,  however,  and  still 
think,  that  that  was  very  much  the  meaning  of  the 
language  employed  by  the  honorable  Senator. 

In  tiie  line  of  argument  which  I  have  marked 
out  for  myself  on  "this  subject,  I  shall  next  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  causes  of  the  war.  It  is  said 
that  the  President  made  this  war  by  ordering  the 
troops  to  the  Rio  Grande.  I  differ  from  this  opin- 
ion totally. 

I  believe  the  war  could  not  have  been  avoided, 
that  it  was  the  natural  consequence  of  the  conduct 
and  the  folly  of  the  weak  and  imbecile  Government 
of  Mexico. 

If  it  were  necessary  to  look  for  other  causes  of 
the  wai''than  this  conduct  of  Mexico,  I  could  sug- 
gest another  cause  much  more  probable  than  that 
of  the  conduct  of  the  President. 

I  believe  it  grew  out  of  the  obstinacy  of  the 
Mexican  Government,  in  insisting  upon  her  claim 
to  the  dominion  of  Texas,  after  all  the  principal 
nations  of  the  world  had  recognized  her  as  an  in- 
dependent republic.  But  if  I  should  look  for  other 
causes  than  tiiis  at  home,  and  if  I  should  say  that 
it  arose  not  alone  from  the  perversity  of  Mexico, 
but  from  the  actions  and  opinions  of  certain  per- 
sons within  the  United  States,  I  should  be  much 
nearer  the  truth  than  by  attributing  it  to  any  act  of 
the  President  or  of  General  Taylor.  It  was  more 
owing  to  the  position  taken  by  certain  persons  in 
this  country.  I  allude  to  the  aimouncernent  made, 
in  1844,  tVoin  a  very  high  quarter,  that  the  annex- 
ation of  Texas  was  a  cause  of  war.  Mr.  Clay,  in 
his  letter  of  1844,  says  : 

"I  consuier  tliu  annexation  of  Texas  at  this  time,  without 
the  assent  of  Mexico,  compromising  the  national  character, 
and  involving  us  certainly  in  war  with  Me.\ico  and  probably 
witll  other  foreign  Powers." 

This  cry  has  been  kept  up  ever  since,  and  is  the 
more  likely  to  be  the  cause  of  the  war  than  any 
act  of  the  President. 

Now  I  do  not  say  that  this  declaration  was  the 
cause  of  the  war  ;  very  far  from  it ;  but  if  we  are 
to  attribute  it  to  any  cause  arising  within  the  coun- 
try, this  is  the  cause  to  which  I  would  point. 
There  were  peculiar  circumstances  which  gave  to 
this  declaration  extraordinary  weight  with  Mexico 
at  that  time. 

The  very  fact  that  two  great  Powers  of  Eu- 
rope, England  and  France,  interfered  in  a  most, 
unusual  and  extraordinary  manner  to  prevent  an- 
nexation, encouraged  Mexico  in  the  delusion  that 
she  must  make  this  a  cause  of  war  with  us,  and 
that  she  would  be  sustained  in  it  by  the  public 
opinion,  at  least  of  those  countries,  if  not  the 
civilized  world.  They,  in  addition  to  the  feelings 
of  dread  at  our  rapid  encroachments  in  greatness, 
commerce,  and  power,  had  peculiar  reasons  for 
opposing  our  policy  on  thi.s  (piestion. 

It  was  natural  that  Mexi(;o  should  adopt  the 
suggestions  of  the  shrewd  diplomatists  of  those 
nations,  and  resolve  to  fight  it  out. 

There  was  another  reason  also:  the  Oregon  dis- 
p\itc  was  then  existing.  Mexico,  in  this  whole 
affair,  has  been  unfortiuiate.  One  of  these  misfor- 
tunes is,  that  this  (Oregon  question  existed  at  the 
time  Mr.  Slidell  was  sent  as  our  minister.  There 
is  every  prol)al)ility  he  would  have  been  received, 
and  the  dispute  settled,  if  Mexico  could  have  fore- 
seen what  occurred  n  few  months  afterwards;  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  idea  that  we  were  likely  to  be 
involved  in  war  with  England  on  account,  of  the 
Oregon  question,  she  would  have  listened  lo  rc.i- 
sonal)le  terms,  and  tlie  controversy  ^\ould  have 
been  settled  in  184.5.  I  think,  then,  that  those 
who  impute  this  war  to  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates,  or  to  General  Taylor'.s  march  to 
Rio  Grande,  should  be  very  cautious  how  they 
U.se  such  a  w«apon. 

I  do  not  know  what  are  the  intentions  or  pur- 
poies  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  in  this  matter, 


but  I  have  a  right  to  guess;  and  though  I  cannot 
divine  their  purposes,  as  they  keep  so  close  on  the 
subject,  if  they  do  intend,  by  the  position  which 
they  assumed  here,  to  fight  the  battle  of  annexa- 
tion over  again,  I  shall  not  shrink  from  the  con- 
test, though  I  did  think  that  that  question  had 
been  settled,  and  the  people  believed  that  it  had 
been  settled.  It  was  a  question  about  which  we 
differed,  and  which  we  fought  manfully.  One 
party  prevailed;  and  I,  for  one,  was  willing  to  let 
the  question  rest  forever.  But  if  you  throv^down 
a  gauntlet,  I  will  not  hesitate  to  take  it  up. 

While  on  the  subject  of  the  opinions  of  distin- 
guished men,  I  wish  to  refer  to  another  opinion. 
I  allude,  sir,  to  Mr.  Gallatin  and  his  pamphlet  on 
the  Mexican  war.  He  says,  too,  that  annexation 
was  actual  war.  I  cannot  view  that  document  in 
the  same  light  I  do  the  speech  or  letter  of  the  dis- 
tinguished statesman  of  Kentucky.  I  may  be 
wrong  in  this,  but  so  it  is,  I  differ  in  opinion 
equally  from  them  both;  but  while  I  listen  with 
respect  and  attention  to  one  of  them,  the  great 
Kentuckian,  I  cannot  read  the  lucubrations  of  the 
other  without  indignation.  And  this  feeling  is  not 
because  I  undervalue  the  admonitions  of  the  aged, 
as  the  young  are  too  apt  to  do;  I  am  myself  old 
enough  to  have  got  over  that  weakness,  if  I  ever 
had  it.  I  listened  not  long  since  in  this  body,  not 
only  with  respect  and  attention,  but  almost  with 
filial  reverence,  to  opinions  and  arguments  of  a  dis- 
tinguished Senator,  [Mr  Calhoun,]  to  not  one  of 
which  scarcely  could  I  bring  my  mind  to  assent. 
I  shall  listen,  whenever  they  speak,  to  other  (Mr. 
D.  here  looked  towards  Messrs.  Benton  and 
Webster)  distinguished  Senators  with  like  feel- 
ings. I  feel,  sir,  and  i  believe  that  the  people  of 
the  United  States  feel,  that  sucli  men  as  I  have  just 
alluded  to,  have  a  right  to  speak,  and  ought  to  be 
listened  to  with  profound  respect  on  questions  of 
national  honor  and  of  foreign  war.  They  were 
born  in  this  land,  and  have  grown  up  with  this 
country;  they  have  done  the  state  some  service; 
their  history,  for  almost  half  a  century,  is  their 
country's  history — 

"The  page  of  her  story  is  filled  with  their  names!" 
American  genius  has  been  appreciated,  and  Amer- 
ican eloquence  admitted  and  illustrated  by  them. 
Yes,  sir,  to  such  men,  on  all  subjects,  I  will  listen 
with  respect,  however  I  may  differ  with  them. 
Not  so,  sir,  with  him  who  comes  from  other  lands 
— first  breathed  other  than  American  air — once 
owed  allegiance  to  another  Power — has  another 
native  home,  and  attachments,  apd  feelings,  and 
prejudices,  and  opinions,  and  sympatliies,  more  or 
less  influenced,  as  they  must  be,  by  recollections 
of  that  native  home.  He  school  Americans  in 
American  honor  and  national  decorum!  No,  sir; 
every  impulse  of  my  heart  tells  me  no,  and  com- 
pels me  to  say  it;  I  cannot  and  will  not  resist  it. 
Doubtless  we  have  committed  errors  in  our  foreign 
policy;  we  may  commit  others;  we  should  be  more 
than  human  if  we  did  not.  But  such  as,  I  believe, 
it  ever  has  been,  under  all  parties,  through  all  the 
vicissitudes  of  the  most  eventful  period  in  the 
world's  history  for  seventy-two  years,  so  I  hope 
and  believe  it  will  continue,  long  after  we  have 
passed  away,  and  when  even  these  solid  walls,  that 
have  outlived  the  flames  of  one  foreign  war,  shall 
moulder  to  decay  and  fall  in  ruins — American  in 
origin — the  inspiration  of  American  mind,  sustain- 
ed by  American  arms  and  hearts,  but  uninfluenced 
by  anything  that  is  not  indigenous  to  our  soil — 
foreign  governments,  foreign  presses,  foreign  bay- 
onets, foreign  opinions  of  any,  whether  domicili- 
ated at  home  or  abroad,  or  anything  else  foreign. 
Yea,  sir;  right  or  wrong,  successful  or  unsuccess- 
ful, Whigor  Democratic,  I  want  it  to  be  American, 
all  American,  and  nothing  but  American. 

Let  it  not  be  said  I  am  a  Native  American,  and 
decry  foreiijncrs,  and  would  deprive  them  of  all 
power.  Far  from  it!  I  have  always  taken  an 
opposite  course  in  all  my  public  life  on  this  sub- 
ject; nor  have  I  changed  my  opinion  in  the  least.  I 
siand  now  where  I  ever  have  on  this  subject,  where 
I  stood  in  the  legislative  halls  of  my  own  State  wiien 
this  subject  was  agitated  in  18.39,  and  where,  on  a 
still  more  memorable  occasion,  in  the  Louisiana 
Convention,  1844-'4.'j,  when  a  strong  attempt 
was  made,  principally  by  those  opposed  to  my 
party  in  politics,  to  disfranchise,  in  some  degree, 
foreigners.  In  one  of  the  most  protracted  and  an- 
imated debates  that  I  believe  has  ever  occurred  in 
America  on  the  suliject,  I  so  effectually,  with  other 
Democratic  friends,  sustained    the  rights  of  our 


adopted  citizens,  that  a  meeting  of  the  naturalized 
citizens  of  New  Orleans  voted  medals  to  some  half 
a  dozen  of  us,  at  the  head  of  which  was  our  elo- 
quent leader  on  the  occasion,  my  good  friend  Ber- 
nard Marigny,  who,  though  born  in  a  land  then 
foreign,  has,  without  changing  his  allegiance  or 
the  ties  of  his  native  home,  become  an  American 
citizen  by  the  process  of  annexation;  and  as  good 
a  one  as  ever  lived  in  it.  Yes,  sir,  give  tliem  al- 
most all  rights,  as  the  Federal  Constitution  has; 
but  I  would  request  only,  that  on  questions  of  na- 
tional honor  and  foreign  war,  they  should  not  at 
least  speak  first  and  loudest,  if  they  speak  at  all. 

I  uo\\  come  to  another  branch  of  the  subject, 
viz :  the  position  assumed  by  Senators  on  the 
other  side,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
was  the  cause  of  the  war;  that  lie  brought  it  on  by 
the  ordering  the  removal  of  the  troops  to  the  Rio 
Grande.  I  disagree  totally  from  this  opinion.  My 
opinion  is,  that  if  this  war  was  brought  on  Viy  any 
cause  within  the  control  of  this  Government,  it 
was  produced  by  other  hands  than  those  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

And  I  think  an  examination  of  the  facts  con- 
nected with  the  history  of  the  matter  will  convince 
every  impartial  mind  of  its  truth.  Whether  an- 
nexation was  a  declaration  of  war  or  not,  Mexico 
considered  it  so,  and  made  war  accordingly;  and 
the  President  had  no  option — he  did  not  make  it. 
Here  are  the  facts  on  this  point:  Under  date  of 
August  23,  1843,  the  Mexican  Minister  of  Foreign 
Relations,  in  the  name  of  his  Government,  ad- 
dressed to  our  minister  in  Mexico  the  following 
language: 

"The  Mexican  Government  will  consider  equivalent  to  a 
declaration  of  war  against  the  Mexican  Republic  the  passage 
of  an  act  for  the  incorporation  of  Texas  with  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  the  certainty  of  the  fact  fceiji?  sufficiciit  for 
the  proclamation  of  v-ar,  leaving  to  the  civilized  world  to 
determine  with  regard  to  the  Justice  of  the  cau?e  of  the 
Mexican  nation  in  a  struggle  which  it  has  been  so  far  from 
provoking." 

On  the  12th  of  June,  1844,  just  two  months  after 
the  signature  by  Mr.  Calhoun  of  thetreaty  for  the 
annexation  of  Texas,  Santa  Anna,  then  the  Presi- 
dent of  Mexico,  announced  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  "  that  Mexico  was  resolved 
again  to  undertake  vigorously  the  campaign  against 
Texas,  for  which  she  held  in  readiness  a  large 
army,"  and  further  expressed  the  determination  of 
Mexico  upon  the  point,  as  follows  : 

'^  That  in  no  manner  will  she  consent  to  dismember  her 
territory — rather  will  she  carry  the  war  to' any  extreme  which 
may  be  necessary  to  sustain  her  rights;  and  that  as  nations 
do  not  die,  the  right  of  reconquering  that  territory 

SHALL  REMAIN  TO  OUR  CHILDRKN  AND  OUR  GRAND-CHIL- 
DREN ;   THAT  THIS  WAS   THE    OPINION   OF  THE  GOVERNMENT 

AND  OF  THE  Mexicans." 

Santa  Anna  followed  up  this  declaration  by  issu- 
ing in  the  same  month  (.Tune,  1844)  a  requisition 
for  thirty  thousand  men,  and  ijj,4,000,000,  to  "  carry 
on  the  war  against  Texas."  Generals  Canalizo 
and  WoU  were  placed  in  command  of  the  force 
raised  upon  this  requisition,  and  having  advanced 
to  Mier,  on  the  Texan  frontier,  Woll,  at  the  head 
of  his  invading  army,  put  forth  a  general  order 
under  date  of  June  20,  1844,  menacing  "  every  in- 
dividual within  one  league  of  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rio  del  Norte  with  the  traitor's  doom." 

Mr.  Bocancgra,  then  the  Mexican  Minister  of 
Foreign  Relations,  styled  the  act  of  Congress  pro- 
viding for  annexation,  in  his  circular  letter  to  the 
various  European  ministers  then  resident  in  Mex- 
ico, under  date  of  May  31,  1844,  "a  declaration  of 
war  between  the  two  nations." 

On  the  6th  of  March,  1845,  the  Mexican  minis- 
ter protested  against  the  act  of  annexation,  and 
demanded  his  passports.  Our  minister  in  Mexico 
was  refused  all  intercourse  with  that  Government, 
and  was  told,  on  the  2d  of  April,  by  the  Mexican 
Minister  of  Foreign  Alfairs — 

"  That  the  Governincmlof  Mexico  cannot  continue  diplo- 
matic relations  with  the  United  States  upon  the  presumption 
that  such  rehitions  are  reconcilable  with  the  law  which  the 
President  of  the  United  States  has  approved  in  regard  lolhe 
annexation  of  the  department  of  Texas  to  the  American 
Union;  that  this  determination  is  founded  upon  the  neces- 
sity which  Mexico  is  under  of  iiKiiiilaining  no  friendship 
with  a  republic  which  has  viol.itid  her  oliligations,  usurped 
a  portion  of  territory  which  belongs  lo  iMexico  by  a  right 
which  she  will  mainl;iin  at  whatever  eo.-^t." 

On  the  4tli  of  June,  1845,  Presidciit  Herrera 
issued  a  proclamation,  announcing  the  intention  of 
Mexico  to  resist  by  arms  the  annexation  of  Texas, 

and  affirming — 

"That  the  law  of  the  United  Stales  in  reference  to  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States,  does  in  nowise 
destroy  the  rights  that  Mexico  luu,  and  will  enforce,  upon 
lliatdeparluiont." 
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Affixed  to  this  proclamation,  and  published  with 
it,  were  two  decrees  of  the  Mexican  Congress — 
one  setting  forth  that  "  the  Mexican  nation  calls 
upon  all  lier  children  to  the  defence  of  her  national 
independence;"  and  the  other  announcing  that  the 
Governnnent  would  "  call  to  arms  all  the  forces 
of  the  army,  according  to  the  authority  granted  to 
it  by  existing  laws." 

On  the  24th  of  April,  1846,  Paredes  issued  a 
manifesto,  expressing  the  deternnination  in  regard 
to  the  annexation  which  his  Government  had  taken 
immediately  upon  its  accession  to  power  in  the 
beginning  of  that  year,  and  while  General  Taylor 
was  still  at  Corpus  Christi.  In  this  manifesto, 
Paredes  says: 

"On  resuming,  in  the  bei^ning  of  the  year,  the  heavy 
respon.«ibihty  of  guiding  tho  destinies  of  the  nation  during 

Jl  short  piiriod,  I  DETERMINED  RESOLDTELY  TO  CHANGE  ITS 
POLICY  EROiM  THE  WEAK  AND  PERNICIOUS  SYSTEM  OF  TEM- 
PORIZING, w/ltc/l.  AcW  6een  observed  with  regard  to  the  United 
States  of  Jimcrica,  notviitlistandin g  the  perfidy  with  vjhich 
that  Government  prepared  fir  iAe  occupation  of  Texas, 
its  treacherous  violation  of  the  existing  treaties  which  guaran- 
tied the  limits  of  the  RepuUic,  and  the  insidious  act  by 

WHICH  it  incorporated  ONE  OF  OUR  DEPARTMENTS  WITH 

ITS  OWN  Confederacy. 

"  The  old  2rievances,  the  oflences  against  the  Mexican  na- 
tion, which  have  been  incessantly  repeated  since  1836,  liad, 
been  co^jsummated  by  the  insult  of  sending  us  a  min- 
ister, io  he  accredited  near  our  Governmentin the  character 
of  a  residing  %ninister,  as  if  the  relations  between  the 
two  republics  had  not  soffered  any  disturbance  by 

THE  definite  act  OF  THE  ANNEXATION  OF  TeXAS.  At  THE 
VERY  TIME  WHEN  Mr.  SlIDELL  APPEARED,  THE  TROOPS  OF 

THE  United  States  were  occupying  our  territory." 

In  this  same  manifesto,  issued  on  the  24th  of 
April,  1846,  and  professing  to  state  his  policy  and 
the  grounds  of  it,  ever  since  he  assumed  power  in 
the  beginning  of  the  year,  he  further  tells  us,  that 
at  that  time  he  "  had  sent  orders  to  the  general-in- 
chief  of  the  division  of  our  northern  frontier,  to  act 
in  hostility  against  the  army  which  is  in  hostility 
against  us,"  &c. 

On  the  4th  of  October,  1845,  General  Taylor 
advised  the  march  to  the  Rio  Grande,  in  these 
words  : 

"  For  these  reasons,  our  position  thus  far  has,  I  think, 
been  the  best  possible;  but.  now  that  the  entire  force  will 
soon  be  concentrated,  it  may  well  be  a  question  whether 
the  views  o.'  Government  will  be  best  carried  out  by  our 
remaining  at  thi>  point.  It  is  with  great  deference  that  I 
make  any  suggestions  on  topics  which  may  become  matter 
of  delicate  negotiation  ;  but  if  our  Government,  in  settling 
the  question  wf  boundary,  makes  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande 
an  ultimatum,  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  settlement  will  be 
greatly  facilitated  and  hastened  by  our  taking  possession  at 
once  of  one  or  two  suitable  points  on  or  quite  near  the  river. 
Our  strength  and  state  of  preparation  should  be  displayed 
in  a  manner  not  to  be  mistaken.  However  salutary  may  be 
the  eflect  produced  upon  the  border  people  by  our  presence 
here,  we  are  too  far  from  the  frontier  loimpress  the  Govern- 
ment of  Mexico  with  our  readiness  to  vindicate,  by  force  of 
arms,  if  necessary,  our  title  to  the  country  as  far  as  the  Rio 
Grande.  The  'army  of  occupation'  will,  in  a  few  days,  be 
concentrated  at  this  point,  in  condition  for  vigorous  and 
efficient  service.  Mexico  having  as  yet  made  no  positive 
declaration  of  war,  or  committed  any  overt  act  of  hostilities, 
I  do  not  feel  at  liberty,  under  my  instructions,  particularly 
those  of  July  8,  to  make  a  forward  movement  to  the  Rio 
Grande  without  authority  from  the  War  Department. 

"  Id  case  a  forward  movement  should  be  ordered  or  au- 
thorized, I  would  recommend  the  occupation  of  Point  Isabel 
and  Laredo  as  best  adapted  to  the  purposes  of  observing  the 
course  of  the  river  and  covering  the  frontier  settlements  of 
Te.vas." 

On  the  13th  of  January,  1846,  orders  were  is- 
sued in  conformity  with  this  suggestion,  but  care- 
fully guarding  against  war,  in  these  words: 

"  War  Department, 
"  Wa'.hington,  January  13,  1846. 

"Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  instruct  yon  to 
advance  and  occupy,  with  the  troops  under  y«ur  command, 
positions  on  or  near  the  east  bank  of  the  Rio  del  Norte,  as 
soon  as  it  can  be  conveniently  done,  with  reference  to  the 
season  and  the  routes  by  which  your  movements  must  be 
made.  From  the  views  heretofore  presented  to  this  depart- 
ment, it  is  presumed  Point  Isabel  will  be  considered  by  you 
an  eligible  position.  This  point,  or  some  one  near  it,  and 
points  opposite  Mutamoros  and  Mier,  and  in  the  vicinity  of 
Laredo,  are  suggested  for  your  consideration  ;  but  you  are 
left  to  your  better  knowledge  to  determine  tho  post  or  posts 
which  you  are  to  occupy,  as  well  as  the  question  of  dividing 
your  forces  with  a  view  to  occupying  two  or  more  positions'! 

"In  the  positions  you  may  take  in  carrying  out  these  in- 
structions and  other  movements  that  may  be  made,  the  use 
of  the  Del  Norte  may  be  very  conveniiuit,  if  not  necessary. 
Shoulil  you  attempt  to  exercise  the  right  which  the  United 
States  have  in  common  with  Mexico  to  the  free  navigation 
of  this  river,  it  is  probable  that  Mexico  would  interpose  re- 
sistance. You  will  not  attempt  to  enforce  this  right  without 
further  instructions. 

"  It  is  not  de-ign(^d,  in  our  present  relations  with  Mexico 
that  you  should  treat  her  as  an  enemj  ;  but,  should  she  as- 
sume that  character  by  a  declaration  of  war,  or  any  op(!n  art 
of  hostility  towards  us,  you  will  not  act  merely  on  the  defen- 
sive, if  your  relative  means  enable  you  to  ilo  otherwise." 

These  orders  were  received  on  the  4th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1846,  and  were  executed  according  to  their 
spirit,  as  the  despatch  of  16th  February  shows: 


"I  have  taken  occasion  to  represent  to  some  citizens  of 
Matamoros,  who  were  here  with  a  large  number  of  mules 
for  sale,  and  who  are  represented  to  have  considerable  in- 
fluence at  home,  that  the  United  States  Government,  in  oc- 
cupying the  Rio  Grande,  has  no  motive  of  hostility  towards 
Mexico,  and  that  the  army  will,  in  no  case,  go  beyond  the 
river,  unless  hostililies  should  be  commenced  by  the  Mexi- 
cans themselves;  that  the  Mexicans  living  on  this  side  will 
not  be  disturbed  in  any  way  by  the  troops;  that  they  will  be 
protected  in  all  their  rights  and  usages  ;  and  that  everything 
which  the  army  may  need  will  be  purchased  from  tlieni  at 
fair  prices.  I  also  statedj  that  until  the  matter  should  be 
finalljjDdjusted  between  the  two  Govermnents,  the  harbor 
of  Brazos  Santiago  would  be  open  to  the  free  use  of  the 
Mexicans  as  heretofore.  The  same  views  were  impressed 
upon  the  Mexican  custom-house  officer  at  Brazos  Santiago, 
by  Captain  Hardee,  who  commanded  the  escort  which  cov- 
ered the  reconnoissance  of  Padre  Island." 

On  the  llih  March,  the  army  marched  from 
Corpus  Christi;  and  on  the  24th,  General  Taylor, 
with  a  part  of  his  coinmand,  arrived  at  Point 
Isabel ;  and  on  the  28th,  he  arrived  with  the  main 
body  on  the  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande  opposite 
Matamoros.  Here  I  will  read  from  the  minutes 
of  the  interview  between  Generals  Worth  and  La 
Vega  on  the  same  day,  showing  his  refusal  to 
allow  him  communication  with  our  consul : 

"Gen.  Worth. — Is  the  American  consul  in  arrest,  or  in 
prison  i 

Gen.  La  Vega. — No. 

Ge7i.  Worth. — Is  lie  now  in  the  exercise  of  his  proper 
functions.' 

Gen.  La  Vega,  after  apparently  consulting  with  the  Licen- 
ciado  Casares  for  a  moment,  replied  that  he  was. 

Gen.  Worth. — Then,  as  an  American  officer,  in  the  name 
of  my  Government  and  my  commanding  general,  I  demand 
an  interview  with  the  consul  of  my  country. 

(No  reply.) 

Gen.  Worth. — Has  Mexico  declared  war  against  the  Uni- 
ted States.' 

Gen.  La  Vega. — No. 

Gen.  Worth. — Are  the  two  countries  still  at  peace.' 

Gen.  La  Vega. — Yes. 

Gen.  Worth. — Tiien  I  again  demand  an  interview  with 
the  consul  of  my  Government,  in  Matamoros,  in  the  presence, 
of  course,  of  these  gentlemen,  or  any  other  that  the  com- 
manding general  in  Matamoros  may  be  pleased  to  designate. 

General  La  Ve,<?a  reiterated  that  the  consul  was  in  the 
proper  exercise  of  his  functions;  that  he  was  not  in  arrest, 
nor  were  any  other  Americans  in  arrest  at  Matamoros;  that 
he  would  submit  the  demand  to  General  Mejia,  adding  that 
bethought  there  would  be  great  difficulty. 

This  rfemanrf  was  repeatedly  made  in  the  most  emphatic 
manner,  and  a  reply  requested  ;  General  La  Vega  stating  the 
consul  continued  in  the  exercise  of  his  functions,  and  that 
General  Worth's  demand  would  be  submitted  to  General 
Mejia. 

No  reply  having  been  received  from  General  La  Vega 
relative  to  the  demand  for  an  interview  with  the  American 
consul,  the  question  was  again  introduced  by  General 
Worth,  and  the  demand  for  the  last  time  reiterated. 

General  La  Vega  then  promptly  refused  to  comply  with 
the  demand,  replying,  without  waiting  for  the  interpreta- 
tion, "  No.  no."    . 

Gen.  Worth. — I  have  now  to  state  that  a  refusal  of  my 
demand  to  seethe  American  consul  is  regarded  as  a  belliger- 
ent act;  and,  in  conclusion,  I  have  to  add,  the  commanding 
genera!  of  the  American  forces  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river 
will  regard  the  passage  of  any  armed  party  of  Mexicans  in 
hostile  array  across  the  Rio  Grande  as  an  act  of  war,  and 
pursue  it  accordingly." 

General  Ampudia  arrived  at  Matamoros  on  the 
11th  April,  and  on  the  12th  addressed  this  letter  to 
General  Taylor,  "  by  explicit  and  definitive  orders, 
from  my  [his]  Government:" 
"Your  Government,  in  an  incredible  manner — you  will  even 
permit  me  to  say  an  extravagant  one,  if  the  usage  or  general 
rules  established  ami  received  among  all  civilized  nations 
are  regarded — has  not  only  insulted,  but  has  exasperated  the 
Mexican  nation,  bearing  its  conquering  banner  to  the  left 
bank  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte  ;  and  in  this  case,  by  ex- 
plicit and  definite  orders  of  my  Government,  which  neither 
can.  will,  nor  should  receive  new  outrages,  I  require  you, 
in  all  form,  an'l  at  latest  in  the  peremptory  term  of  twentj'- 
fonr  hours,  to  break  up  yoin' camp  and  retire  to  the  other 
bank  of  the  Nueces  river,  while  our  Governments  are  regu- 
lating the  pending  question  in  relation  to  Texas.  If  you 
insist  in  remaining  ii|)oii  the  soil  of  the  department  of  Tam- 
anlifias:,  it  will  clearly  result  tliat  arms,  and  arms  alone, 
must  decide  the  question ;  and  in  that  case,  I  advise  you 
that  we  accept  the  war  to  which,  with  so  much  injustice  on 
your  part,  you  provoke  us,  and  that,  on  our  part,  this  war 
shall  be  conducted  conformably  to  the  principles  established 
by  the  most  civilized  nations ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  law  of 
nations  and  of  war  shall  be  the  guide  of  my  operations, 
trusting  that  on  your  part  the  same  will  be  observed. 

"With  this  view,  I  tender  you  the  considerations  due  to 
your  person  and  respectable  office. 

"  God  and  Liberty  ! 

"  Headquarters  at  Matamoros, 

2  o'clock,  p.  m.,  Jipril  12,  18-16. 

"  PEDRO  D'AMPUDIA. 
"  Sefior  General-in-Chief  of  the 

United  States  Army,  Don  55.  Taylor." 

General  Taylor's  Answer. 
"Headquarters,  Army  of  Occupation,  ) 

Camp  near  Matamoros,  Texas,  Jlpril  12,  1816.  ) 
"Fenor:  I  have  had  tho  honor  to  receive  your  note  of 
this  dale,  in  which  you  summon  me  to  withdraw  the  forces 
mider  my  command  from  their  present  position,  and  beyond 
the  river  Nueces,  until  the  pending  questions  between  our 
Oovernmenis,  relative  to  the  limils  of  Ti  xas,  slmll  be  settled. 
1  n«ed  hardly  advi«8  you,  tbat,  charged  as  I  am,  in  only  a 


military  capacity,  with  the  performance  of  specific  duties, 
I  cannot  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  international  ques- 
tion hivolved  in  the  advance  of  the  American  army. 

"  The  instructions  under  which  I  am  acting  will  not  per- 
mit me  to  retrograde  from  the  position  I  now  occupy.  In 
view  of  the  relations  between  our  respective  Governments, 
and  the  individual  sufiering  which  may  result,  I  regret  the 
alK^rnalivc  which  you  oflTer;  but,  at  the  same  time,  wish  it 
understood  that  I  shall  by  no  means  avoid  such  alternative, 
l(  aving  the  responsibility  with  those  who  rashly  commence 
ho::tilities. 

"  Sell  or  General  D.  Pedro  de  Ampudia." 

On  the  15th  of  that  month,  considering  this  an 
act  of  war,  General  Taylor  blockaded  the  mouth 
of  the  Rio  Grande.     This  "is  his  report: 

"In  my  last  despatch  I  advised  you,  that  on  receipt  of 
General  Anipudia's  summons  to  fall  back  from  myposition, 
I  ordered  a  blockade  of  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  deem- 
ing this  measure  perfectly  proper  under  the  circumstances, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  the  most  efficient  means  of  letting 
the  Mexican  commander  understand  that  this  state  ofijuasi 
war  was  not  to  be  interpreted  to  his  advantage  only,  while 
we  reaped  the  inconveniences  attending  it.  On  the  17th 
instant,  pursuant  to  my  instructions.  Lieutenant  Eenshaw, 
of  the  navy,  warned  off  two  .American  schooners  about  to 
enter  the  river  with  provisions.  Yesterday,  I  received  from 
General  Ampudia  a  communication  on  the  subject,  a  trans- 
lation of  which,  and  my  reply,  are  herewith  transmitted.  I 
trust  that  my  course  in  this  matter  will  meet  ths  approval 
of  the  department.  It  will,  at  any  rate,  compel  the  Mexi- 
cans to  withdraw  their  army  from  Matamoros,  where  it 
cannot  be  subsisted,  or  to  assume  the  off'ensive  on  tiiis  side 
of  the  river." 

Jimpudia's  reply. 
"  Division  of  the  North,  Second  General  in  Chief. 

"From  various  sources  worthy  of  confidence,  I  have 
learned  that  some  vessels,  bound  for  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
have  not  been  able  to  eflect  an  entrance  into  that  port,  in 
consequence  of  your  orders  that  they  should  be  conducted 
to  Brazos  Santiago,  The  cargo  of  one  of  them  is  com- 
posed in  great  part,  and  of  the  other  entirely,  of  provisions, 
which  the  contractors,  charged  with  pioviding  for  liic  army 
under  my  orders,  had  procured,  to  fulfil  the  obligations  of 
their  contracts.  You  have  taken  possession  of  these  provis- 
ions by  force,  and  against  the  will  ol  the  proprietors,  one  of 
whom  is  vice  consul  other  Catholic  Majesty,  and  the  other 
of  her  Britannic  Majesty ;  and  whose  rights,  in  place  of 
being  religiously  respected,  as  was  profiered,  and  as  was 
to  be  hoped  from  the  observance  of  the  principles  which 
govern  among  civilized  nations,  have,  on  the  contrary,  been 
violated  in  the  most  extraordinary  manner,  opposed  to  the 
guarantee  and  respect  due  to  private  property." 

On  the  16th  of  April,  General  Ampudia  recog- 
nized a  state  of  war,  in  his  letter  concerning  Colonel 
Cross,  in  these  terms:     . 

"  In  reply  to  your  note  which  I  received  yesterday,  I  have 
the  honor  to  state,  that  if  Colonel  Cross,  duarleima-ter 
General  of  the  forces  under  your  command,  had  been  tbund 
at  any  of  the  military  posts  luider  my  orders,  his  lot  would 
have  been  that  of  a  prisoner  of  war,  treated  with  the  con- 
sideration due  his  rank,  and  according  to  the  rules  prescrib-* 
ed  by  the  law  of  natio/is  and  of  war,  well  considered  in  his 
siituation  as  a  prisoner." 

On  the  24th  of  April,  General  Arista  arrived, 
assumed  the  command,  and  notified  General  Tay- 
lor of  the  existence  of  war;  and  on  the  same  day, 
giving  the  word  and  the  blow  at  the  same  time, 
Captain  Thornton  and  his  command  were  at- 
tacked and  defeated,  as  the  following  despatch 
will  show: 

"  Headquarters,  Army  of  Occupation,      ) 
"Camp  near  Matamoros,  Texas,  Jlpril  26,  1846.  \ 

"Sir:  I  have  repectfully  to  report,  that  General  Arista 
arrived  in  Matamoros  on  the  24th  instant,  and  assumed  the 
chief  command  of  the  Mexican  troops.  On  the  same  day 
he  addressed  me  aconmiunication,  conceived  in  courteous 
terms,  butsaying  that  he  considered  hostilities  commenced, 
and  should  prosecute  them.  A  translation  of  his  note  and  a 
copy  of  my  reply  will  be  transmitted  the  moment  they  can 
be  prepared.  I  despatch  this  by  an  express  which  is  now 
wailing. 

"  I  regret  to  report  that  a  party  of  dragoons,  sent  out  by  me 
on  the  94th  instant  to  watch  the  course  of  the  river  above 
on  this  bank,  became  engaged  with  a  very  large  force  of  the 
enemy,  and  after  a  short  affair,  in  which  some  sixteen  were 
kilkd  and  womided,  appear  to  have  been  surrounded,  and 
compelled  to  surrender.  Not  one  of  the  party  has  returned, 
except  a  wounded  man,  sent  in  this  morning  by  the  Mexi- 
can commander,  so  that  I  cannot  report  with  confidence  the 
particulars  of  the  engagement,  or  the  fate  of  the  officers, 
except  that  Captain  Hardee  was  known  to  be  a  prisoner, 
and  unhurt.  Captain  Thornton  and  Lieutenants  Mason  and 
Kane  were  the  other  officers.  The  party  was  sixty-three 
strong." 

Next  comes  General  Taylor's  letter  to  Ampu- 
dia, of  the  22d  of  April,  explaining  his  course  up 
to  this  time. 

"  On  breaking  up  my  camp  at  Corpus  Christi,  and  moving 
forward  with  the  army  under  my  orders  to  occupy  t!ic  left 
bank  of  the  Rio  Bravo',  it  was  my  earnest  desire  to  execute 
my  instructions  in  a  pacific  manner;  to  observe  the  utmost 
regard  for  the  personal  rights  of  all  citizens  residing  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  river,  i\nd  to  take  care  Ihat  the  relii^ion  and 
customs  of  the  people  slionld  sutler  no  violation.  Willi  this 
view,  and  to  quiet  the  minds  of  th(\  inhaliilants,  1  issued 
orders  to  the  army,  enioiniii;;  a  strict  ob-^crvance  oi  the  rights 
and  interests  of  all  Mexicans  residing  on  the  river,  and 
caused  said  orders  to  be  translated  into  Spanish,  and  circu- 
lated in  the  several  towns  on  the  Bravo.  The.se  orders  an- 
nounced the  spirit  in  which  we  proposed  to  occupy  the 
country,  and  I  am  proud  to  say  that  np  to  this  moment  Ilia 
Bums  iipirit  bus  controlled  tbs  opeiauous  of  the  army.    Ou 
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reachins  the  Ariovo  Colorado,  I  wasiHforniPd  by  a  Mexican 
officer  that  (he  order  in  questioH  had~een  rcci^ivcd  at  Mata- 
moros;  but  was  told  at  the  same  time  tiiat  it"  I  attempted  tn 
cross  the  river,  it  woiihl  be  regarded  as  a  declaration  o(  j 
war.  Again,  on  my  march  to  Frontone  I  was  met  by  a 
deputation  of  the  civil  authorities  of  Matamoros,  protesting 
against  my  occupation  of  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  Taniau- 
lipas,  and  declaring  that  if  the  army  w!ts  not  at  once  with- 
drawn, war  would  result.  While  this  communication  was 
in  my  hands,  it  was  discovered  tliat  the  village  of  Frontone 
had  been  set  on  fire  and  abandoned.  I  viewed  this  as  a 
direct  act  of  war,  and  informed  the  deputation  that  their 
communication  would  be  answered  hv  me  when  opposite 
Matamoros,  which  was  (lone  in  respectrni  terms.  Onreach- 
in2  the  liver,  I  despatched  an  officer,  high  in  rank,  to  convey 
to  the  commanding  general  in  Matamoros  the  expression  of 
my  desire  for  amicable  relations,  and  my  uillinsiness  to  leave 
open  to  the  use  of  the  citizens  of  Matamoros  the  port  of 
Brazos  Saniiago,  until  the  question  of  boundary  should  be 
definitively  settled.  This  oliicer  receiveil  for  reply,  from 
the  officer  selected  to  confer  with  him,  lliat  my  adiance  to 
tlie  Rio  Bravo  was  considered  as  a  veritable  act  of  war;  and 
he  was  absnlutelv  refused  an  interview  with  the  American 
consul,  in  it<elf  an  act  ineniiipuible  with  a  state  of  peace. 
Notwiihstaiiilins  ihi'se  n])eal<'(i  assurances  on  the  part  of 
the  Mexican  authorities,  and  notwithstandina  the  most  obvi- 
ously hostile  preparations  on  the  riglit  bank  of  the  river, 
accompanied  hy  a  rigid  non-intercourse,  I  carefully  abstained 
from  any  act  of  hostility — determined  that  the  onus  of  pro- 
ducing an  actual  state  of  hostilities  should  not  rest  with  me. 
Our  relations  remained  in  this  state  until  I  had  the  honor  to 
receive  your  note  of  the  lath  instant,  in  which  you  denounce 
war  as  the  alternative  ofmy  remaijiing  in  tliis  position.  As 
I  could  not,  under  my  instructions,  recede  from  my  position, 
I  accepted  the  alternative  you  offered,  and  made  all  my 
dispasitinns  to  meet  it  suitably.  But,  still  willing  to  adopt 
milder  measures  before  proceeding  to  others,  (  contented 
myself,  in  the  first  instance,  with  ordering  a  blockade  of  the 
mouih  of  the  Rio  liravo  by  the  naval  forces  under  my  onlers 
— a  proceeding  perfectly  consonant  with  the  state  of  war  so 
often  declared  to  exist,  and  which  yon  acknowledse  in  your 
note  of  the  16th  instant,  relative  to  the  late  Colonel  Cross. 
If  this  measure  seem  oppressive,  I  wish  it  borne  in  mind 
that  it  has  been  forced  upon  me  by  thp  course  you  have 
seen  fit  to  adopt.  I  have  reported  this  blockade  to  my  Gov- 
ernment, and  shall  not  remove  it  until  I  receive  instructions 
to  that  effect,  unless,  indeed,  you  desire  an  armistice,  pend- 
ing the  final  settlement  of  the  question  between  the  Govern- 
ments, or  until  war  shall  he  formally  declared  by  either;  in 
which  case,  £  will  cheerfully  open  the  river.  In  regard  to 
the  consequences  you  menlion  as  resulting  from  a  refusal  to 
remove  the  blockade,  I  beg  you  to  understand  tliat  1  am 
prepared  for  them,  be  they  what  they  may. 

"  In  conclusion,  I  take  leave  to  state,  that  I  consider  the 
tone  of  your  communication  highly  exceptionable,  where 
you  stigmatize  the  movement  of  the  army  under  my  orders 
as 'marked  with  the  seal  of  universal  reprobation.'  You 
must  be  aware  that  such  language  is  not  respectful  in  itself, 
either  to  me  or  n)y  Government;  and  while  (  observe  in  my 
own  correspondence  the  courtesy  due  to  your  high  position, 
and  to  the  magnitude  of  the  interests  with  which  we  are 
respectively  charged,  I  shall  expect  the  same  in  return." 

No  volunteers  were  called  for  except  two  com- 
•panies  from  Texas  until  the  26th  of  April,  though 
full  authority  had  already  been  given  for  the  same. 
See  despatch  of  that  day: 

"  no.-tilities  may  now  be  considered  as  commenced,  and 
I  hrive  this  day  deemed  it  necessary  to  call  upon  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Texas  for  four  regiments  of  volunteers,  two  to  be 
mounted  and  two  to  servo  as  foot.  As  son)e  delay  must 
occur  in  collecting  these  troops,  I  have  also  desired  the 
Governor  of  Louisiana  to  send  out  four  regiments  of  infant- 
ry as  soon  as  practicable.  This  will  constitute  an  auxiliary 
force  of  nearly  five  thousaml  men,  which  will  be  required  to 
pro.9cente  the  war  with  energy,  and  carry  it,  as  it  should  h.', 
into  the  enemy's  country.  I  trust  tlie  department  will 
approve  my  course  in  this  matter,  and  will  give  the  neces- 
sary orders  to  the  staff  departments  for  the  supply  of  this 
large  additional  force." 

From  these  facts,  I  think  it  results  clearly  that 
the  war  did  not  commence  by  the  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent;  that  it  was  commenced  by  Mexico,  as  she 
had  determined  from  the  first,  and  that  nothing 
would  have  prevented  it,  sooner  or  later.  But  if 
there  was  any  cause  which  brought  on  the  crisis 
at  this  particular  lime,  it  was,  first,  the  blockade 
of  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grajide,  which,  in  the 
language  of  General  Taylor,  must  necessarily  com- 
pel the  Mexicans  either  to  retreat  or  to  cross  the 
river  and  fight  him;  and,  secondly,  the  failure  of 
that  general  to  call  for  volunteers,  as  he  was  au- 
thorized to  do,  after  he  arrived  on  the  Rio  Grande, 
niid  was  informed  of  the  hostile  intentions  of  the 
Mexicans.  He  arrived  there  nearly  a  montli  be- 
fore the  attack  on  Ca|)tain  Thornton,  and  if  he  had 
then  called  on  Texas  and  Louisiana  for  volun- 
teei;.s,  the  rapidity  with  which  they  fiew  to  his 
assistance  afterwards  shows  that  they  might  have 
arrived  at  the  scene  of  nction  before  the  24th  of 
April.  It  can  hardly  be  supposed  if  two  or  three 
thousand  additional  troops  hud  been  with  General 
Taylor  that  the  Mexicans  would  have  cro.s.sed  the 
river.  These  events  occurred  without  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
before  the  facts  could  be  communicated  to  him  and 
any  order  given.  No  orders  or  authority  was 
ever  given  to  blockade  the  mouth  of  the  river;  on 
the  contrary,  General  Taylor  was  instructed  not 
to  insist  on  the  joint  navigation  of  that  river  if  it 


should  be  objected  to  by  the  Mexicans.  General 
Taylor  was  repeatedly  reminded  of  the  ample  au- 
thority given  him  to  call  for  volunteers,  and  he, 
and  not  the  President,  was  the"  best  judge  of  what 
was  necessary.  He  had  a  generous  confidence  in 
Jiis  army,  that  it  was  able  to  withstand  the  force 
which  the  Mexicans  could  bring  against  it,  and 
subsequent  events  have  proved  that  he  was  cor- 
rect. But  the  Mexicans  did  not  know  it  at  that  time. 
They  had  no  idea  of  our  prowess;  but  I^o  not 
think  they  would  have  crossed  the  river  against  a 
large  force. 

I  do  not  blame  General  Taylor  for  the  course  he 
adopted.  It  inay  have  precipitated  the  war  a  little 
sooner  than  it  would  otherwise  have  occurred;  but 
still,  as  it  must  have  occurred  at  last,  and  as  we 
made  a  glorious  beginning  on  the  fields  of  Palo 
Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  I  see  no  cause  to  re-  i 
gret  it.  All  I  wish  to  say  is,  that  for  these  events 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  not  respon-  j 
sible.  j 

Before  I  close,  there  is  another  fact  which  I  wi.sh  j 
to  submit  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate.  Those  ! 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  contend  that  the 
President  brought  on  the  war  by  ordering  the  army 
to  the  Rio  Grande,  a  territory  either  belonging  to 
Mexico,  or  in  dispute.  Whatever  difference  of 
opinion  may  exist  on  the  question  of  boundary, 
it  was  clearly  the  duty  of  the  President  to  recog- 
nize the  Rio  Grande  as  the  t)-ue  boundary.  Acts 
of  Congress  had  recognized  it  as  such;  they  were 
the  laws  of  the  land,  and  he  was  bound  to  obey 
them,  whatever  opinions  may  have  been  enter- 
tained by  the  Mexican  Government,  or  others,  on 
the  question  of  boundary.  That  he  was  right  in 
considering  this  American  territory,  and  the  Mex- 
ican troops  as  invading  it,  is  clearly  proved  by  the 
proceedings  of  this  body,  on  the  ]2th  of  May, 
1846,  when  the  bill  recognizing  the  war  was  under 
consideration.  I  will  here  extract  from  the  Jour- 
nal of  the  Senate  : 

"  On  motion  by  Mr.  Crittenden,  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out,  section  1,  line  4,  the  words  'to  prosecute  said 
war  to  a  speedy  and  successful  termination,'  and  in  lien 
thereof  insert,  '<o  rtpcl  invasion,  mui  otherwise  prosecute 
hostilities,  until  the  country  be  sccuredfr07n  the  danger  of  fur- 
ther invasion.'  " 

This  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  20, 
nays  26.  How  can  it  be  contended,  after  this, 
that  the  President  made  this  war,  or  that  it  was 
not  made  on  American  soil.'  How  could  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittenden]  call  it 
"  invasion,"  unless  the  Mexican  army  had  crossed 
over  into  American  soil.  He,  anti  they  who  voted 
with  him,  must  have  so  considered  it  at  the  time. 
How  can  they,  then,  say  now  that  the  President 
made  this  war? 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOUGLAS, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  Fehruanj  1,  1848. 

The  JouriTKI  of  yesterday,  which  was  unusually 
long,  having  been  partially  read — 

Mr.  GOGGIN  hoped  it  would  be  the  pleasure 
of  the  tlouse  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  the 
Journal.  It  consisted  almost  entirely  of  resolu- 
tions, which  it  could  not  be  necessary  to  read; 
whereas,  if  the  reading  were  dispensed  with,  more 
time  would  be  allowed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  President's  message,  on  which  debate  was 
to  be  closed  at  two  o'clock,  by  orderof  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  a.  ADAMS  objected.  If  the  reading  of 
the  Journal  were  now  dispensed  with,  it  would  be 
the  establishment  of  a  precedent  which  might 
bring  with  it  evil  consequences.  He  therefore  re- 
quired an  enforcement  of  the  rules. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  that  as  objections  were 
made,  the  Journal  would  be  read — the  motion  to 
suspend  recpiiring  imanimous  consent. 

The  Clerk  read  the  Journal  accordingly. 

president's  message. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  GOGGIN,  (Mr.  Steimiens,  of  Georgia,  in  the 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution to  refer  to  approjjriatc  committees  the  an- 
nual message  of  the  President. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
then  proceeded  to  address  the  committee.  Before 
he  proceeded  with  the  remarks  he  intended  to  make, 
he  desired  to  return  hi.s  thanks  to  the  commitlcc 
for  the  very  kind  iiuhdgence  which  it  extended  to 


him  on  Friday  last,  when  the  debate  was  post- 
poned for  his  convenience.  He  then  proceeded,  and 
said  he  should  endeavor,  in  the  short  space  of  time 
allotted  him,  to  present  to  the  committee  some  few 
views  of  the  topics  which  had  been  discussed  with 
so  much  ability  by  other  gentlemen.  The  debate 
had  assumed  a  wide  range,  and  not  only  had  the 
political  action  of  this  House  in  relation  to  thia 
war  been  assailed  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
but  unworthy  motives — most  unworthy  motives — 
had  been  attributed  to  the  majority;  to  those  v/ho 
had  thought  proper,  as  they  had  done,  to  act  in  a 
manner  becoming  freemen,  and  to  differ  with  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side.  Yes,  most  unworthy 
motives  had  been  attributed  to  them;  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Rhett|]  who 
addressed  the  committee  a  few  days  since,  with  a 
sort  of  new-born  zeal  which  he  appeared  to  possess, 
declared  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has,  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
authority,  without  the  aid  of  Congress,  to  place 
this  nation  in  a  state  of  hostilities — attempting  to 
draw  a  distinction  between  a  state  of  hostilities 
and  a  state  of  war.  For  his  part,  he  (Mr.  G.) 
could  not  see  the  distinction  as  it  was  seen  by  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  With  all  respect 
to  that  gentleman's  judgment,  to  him  (Mr.  G.) 
it  appeared  to  be  a  distinction  without  a  differ- 
ence. He  chose  to  look  at  the  Constitution  of  his 
country  for  himself,  rather  than  to  the  readings  of 
the  Constitution-— of  that  sacred  instrument  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  The  United 
States  Constitution,  as  he  read  it,  declares  that 
Cono-ress  shall  have  power  to  declare  war,  and  to 
raise  and  support  armies,  giving  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  only  the  power  to  conduct 
the  war  when  the  war-making  power  shall  declare 
that  it  exists.  Tlie  Executive  had  no  authority, 
without  the  aid  of  Congress,  to  take  the  initiative 
step  in  placing  this  country  in  a  state  of  war,  or — 
if  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  would  so 
have  it — in  a  state  of  hostilities. 
Mr.  SIMS  interposed. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  hoped  the  gentleman  would  not 
interrupt  him;  he  had  but  a  short  time  at  his  own 
disposal. 

Mr.  SIMS  was  understood  to  say  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  had  misconceived  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Rhett,]  who  was  absent. 

Mr.  GOGGiN  resumed.  He  had  understood 
1  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  as  he  had  been 
!  understood  by  other  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  and 
as  he  had  expressed  himself  on  this  floor  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress.  Heretofore,  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  had  assumed  the  saiTie 
position  which  he  (Mr.  G.)  understood  him  to 
assume  on  Thursday  last.  But  it  had  not  been 
his  practice  to  indulge  in  denunciation  of  gentle- 
men to  whom  he  was  opposed,  by  charging  on 
them  that  they  were  inclined  to  trample  on  the 
Constitution  of  their  couinry — that  Constitution 
which  they,  in  common  with  all  others,  had  sworn 
to  support;  and  he  was  unwilling  to  believe  that 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  were  less  patriotic  than 
he  claimed  to  be  himself.  He  made  no  such  charge 
of  a  want  of  patriotism;  but  when  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  this  Chamber  hurled  at  his  side 
such  charges,  from  which  they  claimed  themselves 
to  be  exempt,  he  could  not  but  except  to  such  de- 
nunciations, and  to  say  that  it  was  in  his  view  an 
indication  of  a  consciousness  on  the  part  of  those 
gentlemen  of  their  own  weakness.  "The  attempt 
and  not  the  deed  confounds  us." 

He  hesitated  not  to  say,  as  he  had  said  hereto- 
fore, that  the  President  of  the  United  States  had 
violated  the  Constitution,  by  unnecessarily,  ini- 
properly,and  unconstitutionally,  beginning  the  war 
with  the  Republic  of  Mexico.  That  position  he 
had  taken  here.  That  opinion  he  thought  proper 
to  reiterate  on  this  floor,  and  he  would  continue 
to  repeat  it,  in  spite  of  all  denunciations  here  or 
elsewhere.  He  charged  no  treason  on  any  one 
before  the  country;  he  accused  no  one  of  the  com- 
mission of  perjury  before  God  or  man;  but  he 
thought  the  President  had  mistaken  his  duty,  and 
exceeded  the  authority  which  was  given  to  him  by 
the  Constitution.  His  fault  had  been  that  he  had 
listened  to  unwise  counsels,  and  his  authority  had 
been  perverted.  He  (Mr.  G.)  .said  this,  nolwith- 
slaiidin"-  the  danger  to  which  he  exposed  himself 
of  bcin"-  charged  with  giving  aid  and  comfort  to 
the  enemy. 

And  now  as  to  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
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lina,  over  tlie  way,  [Mr.  Rhett.]  He  desired 
here  to  say  to  that  gentleman,  and  all  those  friends 
of  his  who  stood  beside  that  gentleman  in  times 
that  tried  men's  souls,  that  he  meant  not  to  dero- 
gate in  the  slightest  degree  from  the  high  stand 
they  took  at  that  time,  as  men  of  honor  and  in- 
tegrity; and  of  the  proud  head  of  that  party,  he 
could  with  great  truth  say,  that  there  was  no  man 
for  whose  private  virtue  and  excellence  of  charac- 
ter he  cherished  a  more  unfeigned  respect.  At  the 
same  time,  he  would  say  tliat  he  considered  him 
as  having  wholly  mistaken  his  duty,  but  while  he 
acknowledged  the  high  principles  under  which 
they  had  all  acted,  he  would  like  to  know  by 
what  right  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
undertook  to  read  lectures  on  political  consistency 
and  fidelity  to  the  Constitution  to  gentlemen  on 
that  side  of  the  House.'  Was  his  right  derived 
from  the  memorable  proclamation  by  Andrew 
Jackson,  or  from  the  bloody  Force  Bill,  for  which 
his  present  political  chief  had  voted.'  Did  it  come 
from  that  "  old  hero,"  whom  no  man  had  once 
denounced  in  stronger  terms  than  the  gentleman .' 
While  the  gentleman  was  speaking,  Mr.  G.  could 
not  help  thinking  of  one  "R.  Barnwell  Smith," 
who  figured  in  the  drama  of  nullification;  and  if 
the  gentleman  were  no  longer  Romeo,  it  could  be 
proved  beyond  dispute  that  he  still  belonged  to 
the  House  of  Montague.  Was  it  for  that  gentle- 
man to  say  to  the  Whigs  of  that  House,  that  nine 
out  of  ten  of  them  were  the  very  men  who  pro- 
longed the  war.'  Mr.  G.  never  had  heard  such  a 
charge  brought  by  either  side  in  a  political  contest 
before — to  brand  a  whole  party,  and  that  in  time 
of  war,  with  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemies 
of  their  country,  and  prolonging  the  very  war  they 
continually  denounced!  Who  commissioned  that 
gentleman  to  come  here  and  read  to  the  members 
of  this  House  lectures  on  political  morals  and  re- 
gard for  the  Constitution .' 

Had  that  gentleman  been  himself  such  a  devoted 
friend  to  the  Constitution,  such  an  attached  ad- 
mirer and  lover  of  this  Union  .'  Let  any  one  listen 
for  a  moment  to  the  language  he  had  used  in  the 
South  Carolina  convention  in  March,  1833  :  "  I 
'  cannot  palter  with  conscience  or  play  the  hypo- 
'  crite  ;  nor  can  Carolina,  consistently  with  her 
'  honor  or  truth,  dissemble  as  to  her  true  situation. 
'  I  boldly  declare  it,  (and  I  believe  I  express  the 
'  feelings  of  the  freemen  I  represent,)  under  the 
'  Government  as  administered,  /  have  no  ardent  at- 
'  tachment  to  the  Union  of  these  States."  And 
yet  that  was  the  gentleman  who  stood  up  here 
and  denounced  the  whole  Whig  party  as  guilty 
of  prolonging  this  war!  Whence,  Mr.  G.  would 
again  ask,  had  that  gentleman  his  authority .'  Did 
he  get  it  from  his  own  consistency,  prudence, 
loyalty  to  the  Constitution,  and  love  to  this  Union? 
Hear  him  again  :  "  No;  for  here  is  the  bill  of  blood 

•  by  which  the  little  of  the  Constitution  that  was 
'  left  is  scattered  to  the  winds;  and  the  sword  and 
'  the  purse  of  the  Confederacy  are  placed  in  the 

*  hands  of  an  insolent  and  brutal  dictator."  Were 
the  Whig  party  to  be  alarmed  by  the  denunciations 
which  a  gentleman  hurled  at  tliem  who  had  spoken 
in  this  strain  of  vituperation  of  one  of  the  best  and 
tlie  purest  men  his  own  party  contained.'  Hap- 
pily that  distinguished  man  had  survived  the  hate 
of  his  enemies,  and  his  ashes  now  slept  peacefully 
beneath  the  shades  of  his  own  beloved  Hermitage. 
Mr.  G.  was  not  to  be  disturbed  by  missiles  from 
such  a  quarter;  and  he  utterly  denied,  after  such 
a  public  course  as  that  gentleman  had  pursued,  his 
right  to  come  into  that  House  and  read  gentlemen 
lectures  on  political  morals.  Whom  was  it  that 
President  Jackson  sought  to  arrest  in  their  mad 
career  over  the  Constitution  and  liberties  of  their 
country,  as  he  understood  them.'  In  regard  to 
whom  did  he  use  that  memorable  language  in  his 
message  to  both  Houses  on  January  16,  1833.' 

Speaking  of  the  South  Carolina  ordinance,  he 
said  :  "If  these  measures  cannot  be  defeated  and 
'  overcome  by  the  power  conferred  by  the  Consti- 
'  tution  on  the  Federal  Government,  the  Constitu- 
'  tion  must  be  considered  as  incompetent  to  its  own 
'  defence;  the  supremacy  of  the  laws  is  at  an  end; 
'  and  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  citizens  can  no 

*  longer  receive  protection  from  the  Government  of 

•  the  Union." 

He  trusted  that  the  language  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhett]  which  Mr.  G. 
had  read  to  the  House  would  stand  unobliterated 
"  to  the  last  syllable  of  recorded  time,"  as  a  proof 
.hat  the  old  hero  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  Consti- 


tution of  our  glorious  Union,  and  the  great  and 
patriotic  Whig  party  of  1848,  had  all  managed,  by 
some  means,  to  survive  the  dread-inspiring  anathe- 
mas of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  That 
gentleman  had  been  too  recently  initiated  into  the 
secrets  of  the  Cabinet  to  learn  his  own  lesson;  and 
yet  he  came  to  talk  to  members  of  that  House 
about  the  powers  and  prerogatives  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  based  his  entire  speech  on  the  doctrine 
that  the  Executive  had  a  right  to  withhold  from 
the  people  and  the  people's  representatives  all 
knowledge  of  the  ends  and  purposes  for  which  he 
had  begun  or  was  still  prosecuting  the  existing 
war.  This  was  the  gentleman,  the  privileged  gen- 
tleman, who,  with  one  other  member  of  that 
House,  had  been  allowed  to  inspect  public  oflicial 
papers  which  were  withheld  from  the  less  favored 
eyes  of  other  Representatives.  It  must  be  appa- 
rent, that  though  the  gentleman  had  not  yet  found 
his  way  to  the  White  House,  and  might  not  have 
approached  the  presejice  of  a  political  chief  who 
had  given  his  vote  for  the  otUous  force  bill,  he  had 
got  as  far  at  least  as  the  State  Department,  and 
had  been  allowed  to  examine  records  for  which 
the  Flouse  had  called  in  vain.  The  gentleman  had 
said,  "  So  help  him  God,  if  he  believed  the  Presi- 
dent guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  he 
would  vote  to  impeach  him  to-morrow."  Could 
not  the  gentleman  see,  even  from  his  own  case, 
that  a  man  might  attempt  the  grossest  violation  of 
the  Constitution  of  his  country,  and  yet  not  even 
be  arrested?  Why  had  he  not  impeached  General 
Jackson?  There  had  been  a  Democratic  majority 
at  the  time  in  the  House,  yet  they  never  voted  an 
impeachment. 

At  the  last  session,  that  gentleman  had  voted 
with  the  Whigs  against  the  insertion  of  the  pre- 
amble into  the  bill  of  supplies  which  declared  that 
this  war  existed  by  the  act  of  Mexico.  Yes;  this 
same  gentleman  who  now  read  lectures  to  the 
Whigs  in  support  of  the  action  of  the  President  in 
relation  to  this  war,  when  it  was  the  will  of  the 
House  to  insert  that  declaration  in  the  preamble 
of  the  supply  bill,  had  voted  against  it,  in  company 
with  the  Whigs  and  with  some  of  Mr.  G.'s  col- 
leagues from  Virginia.  Of  this  he  did  not  com- 
plain: he  wished  to  have  no  controversy  v/ith  his 
colleagues  about  the  vote  they  had  then  given;  but 
when  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  got  up 
here  and  charged  the  Whigs  with  prolonging  this 
war,  and  yet  had  refused  to  say  the  war  was  begun 
by  Mexico,  what  were  the  inferences  to  be  drawn 
from  his  vote  ?  Somebody  surely  must  have  com- 
menced the  war;  the  gentleman  refused  to  declare 
that  it  was  the  Mexicans:  then  it  must  have  been 
somebody  in  the  United  States.  It  was  not  Con- 
gress: who  then  was  it?  Who,  in  the  United 
States,  had  unnecessarily  and  unconstitutionally 
began  the  war  ? 

The  gentleman  had  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  the  Whigs  in  declaring  that  it  wa.s  not  begun 
by  Mexico;  and  yet,  in  five  minutes  after  giving 
that  vote,  had  voted  the  supply  bill  with  the  pre- 
amble in  its  front,  thereby  voting  in  direct  and 
open  contradiction  of  his  own  speech.  Now,  when 
a  gentleman  of  this  sort  charged  inconsistency  on 
the  Whigs,  it  would  perhaps  be  as  well  he  should 
look  first  at  his  own. 

But  Mr.  G.  had  another  fact  for  the  gentleman 
on  the  subject  of  impeaching  the  President.  What 
had  a  great  Democratic  Senator  said  when  the 
treaty  for  annexing  Texas  was  pending  before  the 
Senate?  "They,  the  President  and  his  Secretary 
'  of  State,  made  the  war  themselves,  and  made  it 
'  unconstitutionally,  perfidiously,  clandestinely, 
'  and  piratically.  The  secret  orders  to  our  navy 
'  and  army  were  piratical;  for  they  were  without 
'  law  to  waylay  and  attack  a  friendly  Power  with 
'  whom  we  have  a  treaty  of  amity;  and  as  a  mem- 
'  ber  of  a  court-martial  I  would  sentence  to  be  shot 
'  any  officer  of  the  army  or  navy  who  should  dare 
'  to  attack  Mexican  troops,  or  ships,  or  cities, 
'  under  that  order." 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  here  said  some- 
thing to  Mr.  G.  which,  from  the  relative  position 
of  the  parties,  was  wholly  lost  to  the  reporter. 

Mr.  G.  replied,  that  if  the  gentleman  had  waited 
a  moment,  Mr.  G.  was  coming;  to  that  point;  he 
should  not  conceal  the  fact.  When  gentlemen  had 
had  a  Democratic  majority,  and  John  Tyler  was 
the  Presidentof  the  United  States,  if  he  violated  the 
Constitution,  why  had  they  not  impeached  him? 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan.  Because  we  did 
not  think  so. 


Mr.  G.  said,  he  had  not  been  aware  before  that 
the  gentleman  frotfl  Michigan  had  been  a  member 
of  that  Congress;  the  records  of  the  House,  he 
believed,  did  not  show  it.  Mr.  G.  was  talking  to 
gentlemen  who  were  then  'members  of  Congress, 
and  who  might  have  impeached  President  Tyler. 
Was  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  one?  If  not, 
he  begged  that  gentleman  would  not  take  Mr.  G.'s 
remarks  to  himself. 

But  now  Mr.  G.  must,  for  a  little  v/hile,  pay  his 
respects  (all  in  a  very  friendly  way)  to  his  col- 
league over  the  way  from  the  Harper's  Ferry  dis- 
trict, [Mr.  Bedinger.] 

Mr.  G.  should  not  attempt  to  follow  any  of  that 
gentleman's  flights  of  fancy;  oh!  no;  the  gentleman 
was  quite  too  poetical  for  him — he  could  not  hope 
to  match  him  in  poetry;  his  muse  never  would 
keep  pace  with  the  gentleman's,  who,  every  one 
knew,  made  her  eagle  flight  among  the  clouds. 
But  descending  into  the  humble  area  of  debate  in 
that  House,  the  gentleman  had  warbled  for  a  mo- 
ment even  among  the  "crabs"  and  "crawfish" 
of  the  Whig  party.  The  sloop  was  great.  He 
supposed  the  gentleman  likened  the  Whigs  to  shell- 
fish, because  they  were  known  to  carry  shields 
wherewith  to  defend  the  Constitution.  But  if  the 
Whigs  were  a  "  crab-party,"  how  was  it  with  the 
party  of  the  gentleman?  Was  there  no  "crab" 
movement  on  their  side  of  the  House?  They  came 
into  power  with  a  holy  horror  of  all  banks — the 
very  name  filled  them  with  disgust  and  terror;  but 
no  sooner  were  they  snugly  ensconced  in  power 
and  place,  than  forthwith  they  set  up  to  build  for 
themselves  one  of  the  grandest  Government  banks 
that  the  wit  of  man  could  contrive,  and  baptized  it 
the  sub'-treasury,  the  constitutional  treasury,  &c.- 
Was  not  that  proceeding  a  little  in  the  "crawfish" 
order?  Was  not  this  "  crabbing"  it  somewhat? 
Then  they  had  a  very  pious  hatred  of  bank  rags, 
and  preached  to  the  people  that  gold  and  silver 
were  the  only  constitutional  currency;  but  it  so 
happened  that  they  found  a  plentitVil  scarcity  of 
the  golden  shiners,  so  they  resorted  to  an  over- 
flowing issue  of  treasury  notes  as  a  currency,  good 
enough  for  the  people,  while  they  reserved  what 
gold  there  was  for  those  pure  patriots  who  had 
been  rewarded  with  an  ofiice.  Another  crab 
movement.  Then  they  proclaimed  themselves 
the  irreconcilable,  the  deadly  enemies  of  a  pro- 
tective tariff.  But  now  they  find  it  necessary  to 
resort  to  a  tariff  again  to  replenish  their  exhaust- 
ed treasury.  Very  crab-like.  They  came  here 
asserting  our  clear  and  unquestionable  right  to 
the  "  whole  of  Oregon,"  up  to  54°  40',  and  they 
vowed  they  would  have  it,  all  or  none.  But  no 
sooner  did  they  see  the  old  British  Lion  rising  up 
from  his  lair  and  shaking  the  dew-drops  from  his 
mane,  than  they  crawfished  back  to  49°,  a  dis- 
tance of  four  hundred  miles;  and  there  they  stood 
with  their  coats  off,  panting;  but  after  a  while 
they  thought  it  best,  on  the  whole,  to  put  their 
coats  on  again,  bid  adieu  to  Old  England,  and  turn 
about  and  shake  their  fists  at  the  South,  and  swear 
that  they  would  have  all  Mexico.  Now,  after  all 
this,  one  would  really  think  that  the  poetic  gentle- 
man from  the  Ferry  (who  was  so  great  an  adept 
in  natural  history)  might  have  perceived  that  he 
and  his  party  were  quite  as  worthy  as  the  Whigs 
of  the  title  of  "  the  crab  and  crawfish  party." 
Mr.  G.,  however,  would  make  use  of  no  such 
language — he  applied  no  terms  of  that  description 
to  gentlemen  who  happened  to  differ  from  him  in 
political  sentiment. 

Mr.  G.,  having  but  little  time,  must  hasten  on, 
and  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  instance 
the  gentleman  had  taken  from  the  Administration 
of  the  venerable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
of  a  refusal  to  communicate  certain  documents  to 
the  House,  as  a  justification  of  his  leader  in  re- 
fusing to  comply  with  the  call  of  the  House  for 
the  instructions  to  Mr.  Slidell.  But  if  the  gentle- 
man had  crawfished  back  a  little  further  in  the 
record,  he  would  have  found  that  President  Adams 
had  communicated  the  very  documents  asked  for 
to  the  Senate,  and  that  he  referred  the  House  to 
that  body,  who  might  impart  them  or  not,  as  they 
should  deem  most  for  the  public  gootl.  The  in- 
stance quoted,  therefore,  did  not  sustain  his  cn.^e. 

But  the  gentleman  complained  of  the  Whigs  for 
giving  encouragement  to  the  Mexicans  in  holding 
out  against  our  arms,  because  their  .speeches  were 
read,  as  he  said,  at  the  head  of  the  Mexican  line 
when  drawn  up  on  the  field.  Why,  did  the  gen- 
tleman think  so  little  of  his  own  poetical  and  elo- 
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quent  speech  as  to  suppose  ^lat  the  same  mail 
which  carried  the  weak  and  dull  speeches  of  the 

Whigs  had  not  carried  his?  And  did  he  suppose 
the  Mexicans  could  not  tell  which  had  the  most 
■weiijht?  But  were  the  Representatives  of  Ameri- 
can freemen  to  be  estopped  from  the  liberty  of 
speech,  lest  what  they  uttered  on  that  floor  should 
reach  liie  JMexican  camps?  Mr.  G.  had  supposed, 
heretofore,  that  his  colleao;-ue  went  for  liberty  of 
speech  and  liberty  of  the  press  ;  but  it  seemed  that 
the  gentleman  had  lately  endorsed  the  good  old 
Austrian  doctrine  of  passive  obedience  and  non- 
resistance.  Mr.  G.,  for  the  gentleman's  especial 
benefit,  would  read  him  a  scrap  or  two  of  Austrian 
orthodoxy.  Here  it  was,  and  in  the  form  of  a 
catechism  too: 

«  Qtieition.  What  must  sulijeets  ab-;tuin  from,  [besides 
treason  ?] 

".4iiv'/cr.  They  must  abstain  from  talking  unreasonably 
on  the  events  of  the  war. 

"  Q^itestion.  And  why  so  ? 

".'itwiftT.  Because,  as  tliey  are  not  aware  of  the  real  cir- 
cumstanors  of  such  events,  they  easily  can  deceive  the  pop- 
ulaee  with  llicir  discoiuse. 

"  (^ueslion.  What  must  citizens  and  country  people  do  not 
to  be  suspected  ? 

"  ^nsirer.  They  must  keep  quietly  at  home,  mind  their 
own  business,  work  and  pray.-'     [Laughter  ] 

Was  that  what  the  gentleman  would  have  us 
do?  Was  that  his  doctrine  for  Whig  Representa- 
tives, that  they  should  "  not  talk  unreasonably  of 
the  events  of  the  war,"  that  they  should  "  stay  at 
home,  work  and  pray,"  while  the  gentleman  and 
his  parly  came  here  and  denounced  them,  and  com- 
pared them  to  crabs? 

Oi'ie  reason  why  Mr.  G.  wanted  to  see  the  in- 
structions from  the  Government  was,  because  he 
desired  to  know  whether  the  President  had  given 
instructions  which  warranted  the  forcible  inculca- 
tion of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  and  worship  on 
our  troops?  Whether  the  observance  of  the  cere- 
monies of  the  Romish  church  was  to  be  enforced, 
by  his  order,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  upon 
Americans  enlisting  or  volunteering  in  the  public 
service?  U]ion  that  subject  he  wished  to  bring  to 
the  notice  of  the  committee  one  fact  or  two. 

Mr.  G.  here  read  the  following  from  the  Pro- 
testant Union  of  December  15,  1847,  in  which  an 
article  was  copied  from  the  National  American, 
published  in  Philadelphia: 

"We  yesterday  liad  the  pleasure  of  conversing  with  Ser- 
geant Willis,  of  Captain  Naylor's  comjiany  of  Philadelphia 
Rangers,  latiOy  from  Jalapa,  he  having  arrived  at  home  on 
Tue>d:iy.  Sorioatit  Willis  confirms  the  account,  hilherto 
publi.-hed  in  the  Sun.ofthe  forced  knkeling  of  the  Amer- 
ican trooi)s  to  the  CiUwIic  Host,  by  order  of  Colonel  Cliilds, 
Military  Coverjior  of  Jalapa.  The  orders  were  issued  to 
the  officer  of  the  day,  Colonel  Roberts,  of  the  second  regi- 
ment Pennsylvania  volunteers.  Both  regulars  and  volun- 
teers, officers  and  men,  worn  compelled  to  obey  the  order 
at  the  peril  of  their  lives.  As  the  Host  passed  by,  the  men 
were  brought  to  present  arm-;,  then  dropped  to  one  knee,  the 
bayonet  facing  to  the  ground,  the  but  of  the  inusket  reversed 
under  the  riglit  aim,  while  the  left  hand  lifted  the  cap  from 
the  head  and  hung  it  upon  the  cock  of  the  musket.  The 
men  were,  during  the  whole  morning,  drilled  to  this  cere- 
mony by  tile  oHicer  of  the  guard.  The  men  protested.  The 
officer  of  the  guard  replied,  'My  orders  are  to  drill  you  to 
the  performance  of  this  duty.  If  you  refuse  the  perforniaiice 
of  it,  you  know  the  consequences.'  Colonel  Roberts  kneeled 
down  with  the  men." 

Now,  lie  wished  to  call  attention  to  the  fact,  that 
here,  while  our  glorious  Constitution — 

Mr.  FIARALSON  interrupted;  but 

Mr.  GOGGIN  declined  to  yield,  asking  the  gen- 
tleman, a;;  a  matter  of  fiivor,  to  permit  him  to  go 
on.  If  he  had  made  any  allusion  to  the  gentleman 
he  would  cheerfully  give  way. 

He  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
and  the  country  to  the  fact,  that  here,  for  the  first 
time,  had  the  attempt  been  made,  under  the  his- 
tory of  our  glorionrs  Constitution,  which  declares 
that  the  fieedomof  S[)eech,  the  freedom  of  thought, 
the  freedom  of  religion,  should  be  preserved  sacred 
and  inviolate  to  the  descendants  of  those  patriot 
ancestors  of  our.s  who  fought  and  bled  at  Hunker 
Hill,  Yorkiown,  Mormioiith,  and  Trenton,  who 
bcfiueathcd  this  richest  heritage  of  constitutional 
freedom  to  their  descendants,  that  their  sons  who 
were  called  out  to  fight  the  battles  of  their  country 
in  sub.sequent  times  were  to  have  any  particular 
religion  forced  down  their  throats  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet.  He  said  nothing  against  the  Catho- 
lic reli<rion;  he  expressed  no  opinion  upon  that; 
but  if  the  attempt  had  been  mode  to  compel  the 
army,  or  any  portion  of  it,  to  recrtve  the  Prote.-itaiit 
religion,  he  would  have  protested  against  it  with 
equal  warmth.  Why,  what  would  the  wives,  the 
sisters,  the  mothers — those  whom  we  hold  dearest 
and  above  all  others — think  that  their  husbands, 


brothers,  and  sons,  in  addition  to  the  hardships 
they  were  called  upon  to  undergo  in  fighting  the 
battles  of  their  country,  should  be  called  to  bear 
these  indignities  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet? 

But  his  colleague  [Mr.  BedixgerJ  said,  that 
Santa  Atma  was  admitted  into  Mexico  for  the 
sake  of  "getting  up  a  row,"  (to  use  his  own 
language.)  Had  it  come  to  this,  that  the  Adinin- 
istration  of  the  Government,  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  and  his  Cabinet  had  notiiing 
more  to  do  than  to  carry  on  negotiations  by  which 
the  exiled'President  of  Mexico,  who  was  engaged 
in  the  high  amusement  of  cock-fighting  at  Cuba, 
should  be  brought  home  and  introduced  into  his 
country  tor  the  sake  of  "getting  up  a  row?"  TJiis, 
he  (Mr.  G.)  must  say,  with  all  due  re.spect  to  tlie 
President  and  his  coadjutors,  was  miserably  small 
game  for  one  who  occuj.iied  the  Executive  chair  oi" 
this  country.  "To  kick  up  a  row,"  forsooth; 
And  he  did  "kick  up  a  row."  Yes,  Mr.  Polk, 
(if  he  might  be  permitted  to  follow  his  colleague 
in  his  poetical  flights,)  after  Santa  Anna  had  got 
into  the  country,  after  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista, 
Cerro  Gordo,  and  all  the  blood  and  carnage  re- 
sulting, might  be  supposed  to  have  closet  musings 
something  like  this: 

"  Ah!  he  is  indeed  a  cantie  chiel, 

And  well  in  war  can  flaunt  his  banner; 

Tiiousands  brave  will  rue  the  hour 

I  gave  our  foe  his  Santa  Anna." 

And  did  his  colleague  endorse  the  suspension  of 
General  Scott?  Was  it  the  object  now,  on  the  eve 
of  a  Presidential  election,  to  arrest  that  proud,  noble, 
gallant  old  hero,  just  about  the  time  he  was  going 
to  conquer  a  peace,  to  bring  him  home,  that  the 
glory  of  that  achievement  might  etuire  to  another? 
Were  the  Administration  about  to  bring  him  home, 
fdUowing  the  course  which  they  had  pursued  to- 
wards Santa  Anna,  to  "  kick  up  a  row"  in  the 
Whig  party?  If  gentlemen  thought  so,  they  mis- 
took their  man.  General  Scott  was  not  the  man 
j  to  be  used  for  that  purpose.  No,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  he 
is  a  Virginian;  but  I  claim  him  not  as  a  Virginian 
merely,  but  as  an  i^lmerican,  an  American  patriot 
and  an  American  general  ;  as  a  citizen  belonging, 
like  General  Taylor,  not  to  any  section  of  the  coun- 
try, but,  like  the  gallant  hero  of  Palo  Alto,  Buena 
Vista,  and  a  hundred  other  fields,  who  was  born 
down  in  his  district,  as  a  gallant  commander,  a 
noble  Whig  general.  They  were  Whigs,  and  the 
Democrats  found  it  very  convenient  to  call  on 
Whig  generals.  He  (General  Taylor)  was  not  the 
man  more  than  General  Scott  to  bring  about  ditli- 
culiies  in  the  Whig  ranks.  But  he  would  ask 
again  if  this  could  be  the  object  in  recalling  the 
gallant  hero  (Scott)  just  at  this  particular  time?  He 
did  not  say  it  was.  But,  as  the  gentleman  admit- 
ted that  the  President  had  thought  proper  to  admit 
Santa  Anna  into  Mexico  for  the  purpose  of  "  get- 
ting up  a  row" 

Mr.  BEDINGER  interposed,  and  (Mr.  G.  yield- 
ing) said  he  merely  wished  to  state  that  he  had 
not  said  that  the  object  of  the  President  in  siifler- 
ing  Santa  Anna  to  pass  our  squadron  at  Vera  Cruz 
was  to  "kick  up  a  row."  Pie  had  said  that  we 
had  nothing  to  fear  from -Santa  Anna,  because,  in 
the  words  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  (Mr. 
ToMi'KiNs,)  his  capacity  was  about  equal  to  the 
management  of  a  cock-fight. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  resuming,  said  he  left  the  gen- 
tleman and  the  country  to  distinguish  between  the 
carnage  of  the  battle-field  and  that  of  a  cock-fight. 
He  referred  to  those  bloody  fields  where  American 
skill  and  courage  had  coped,  and  coped  success- 
fully, though  with  fearful  loss  of  life,  with  the 
forces  of  Mexico,  commanded  and  stimulated  to 
effort  by  Santa  Anna,  and  asked  if  he  were  such  a 
man  as  his  colleague  supposed  him  to  be? 

His  colleague  had  told  them  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  had  communicated  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  all  the  instructions  given 
to  Mr.  Slidell  compatible  with  the  public  interest 
to  be  made  known,  and  all  the  facts  relative  to  the 
admission  of  Santa  Anna  into  Mexico.  Now, 
nothing  had  been  given  relative  to  the  return  of 
Santa  Anna,  save  that  pass  which  was  marked 
"private  and  confidential."  As  if  the  oliject  of 
the  President  was  to  throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the 
ficople,  when  this  House  called  for  information  in 
reference  to  the  return  of  Santa  Anna,  "  (ind  all 
oilier  persons^'  who  might  have  been  admitted  into 
Mexico,  the  President,  or  the  Secretary  of  State 
under  his  direction,  communicated  information  in 
regard  to  a  little  boy  who  came  home  with  Lieu- 


tenant Fremont,  and  omitted  entirely  to  mention 
anything  about  Almonte,  Rejon,  and  the  host  of 
generals  who  were  permitted  to  return  with  Santa 
Anna,  and  who,  when  they  landed  at  Vera  Cruz, 
were  received,  not  amidst  the  roar  of  our  cannon, 
but  amidst  the  modest  blushes  of  Commodore 
Conner,  who  told  us  (although  he  had  this  pass 
from  the  President  in  his  pocket)  that  he  did  not 
think  it  best  to  seem  to  know  that  Santa  Anna  waa 
on  board,  though  he  could  have  boarded  the  vessel 
which  contained  his  person. 

Now,  he  wanted  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  and  of  the  country  to  the  remarkable  dis- 
closure made  in  the  "  Union"  of  the  13th  April, 
1846.  Under  its  editorial  head,  that  paper  of  that 
date,  referring  to  the  Courier  des  Etats  Unis, 
said: 

"According  to  that  journal,  the  different  sections  of  the 
republican  party  in  Mexico  had,  at  the  latest  dates  resolved 
to  unite  against  the  common  danger,  and  had  taken  meas- 
ures to  invite  .Santa  Anna  to  return  to  Mexico,  and  assume 
the  position  of  chief  of  the  republican  party.  Their  over- 
ture had  been  favorably  received  by  t|ie  e.\iled  Presideiiu" 

Plere,  then,  was  a  proposition  made  fiom  Mexico 
"to  invite  Santa  Anna  to  return,"  and  "assume 
the  position  of  chief  of  the  republican  party." 
He  was  called  back,  not  by  Mr.  Polk  alone,  but 
he  united,  it  appeared,  with  the  Mexicans  in  fur- 
nishing them  this  "  aid  and  comfort"  in  the  person 
of  Santa  Anna. 

Again,  the  "Union"  of  the  9th  of  April  copied 
extracts  from  Havana,  which  say,  under  date  of 
February  20: 

"  The  ex-Prcsident  (Santa  Anna)  has  his  emissaries  going 
backward  and  forward  continually  between  Havana  and 
Me.xico,  and  his  ex-MirAsters,  who  arc  here  ulons:  %(.ilh  him, 
are  very  sanguine  of  his  return  to  his  native  land  imich 
sooner  than  most  people  are  aware  of." 

He  also  read  an  extract  from  the  "Union"  of 
10th  February,  1846,  which  said  : 

"  The  Santa  Anna  parly  is  growing  stronger  every  day  in 
Vera  Cruz.  It  is  confidently  asserted,  that  if  he  were  to 
make  his  appearance  at  any  time,  he  would  be  supported  by 
an  immediate  pronunciamento." 

Flere,  with  these  facts  (continued  Mr.  G.) 
staring  the  Administration  in  the  face,  and  know- 
ing that  Santa  Anna  would  be  hailed  as  the  deliv- 
erer of  his  country,  this  order  was  given,  never- 
theless, to  Conner,  not  to  molest  Santa  Anna,  but 
to  "allow  him  to  pass."  Santa  Anna  accordingly 
landed;  and,  as  would  be  seen  by  the  "Union" 
of  August  26,  the  officers  of  the  garrison  of  Vera 
Cruz  declared  in  his  favor,  and  expressed  a  pur- 
pose "  in  noioise  to  change  the  character  of  the  ivar;" 
and  that  "Santa  Anna  had  the  glory  to  establish 
'  the  Republic;  whatever  may  have  been  his  er- 
'  rors,  he  was  a  firm  supporter  of  public  liberty 
'  and  national  honor.  For  this  we  [iroclaitn  him 
'  leader  of  this  great  enterprise." 

Then,  as  if  alarmed  when  he  (Santa  Anna)  had 
taken  his  stand — when  he  had  issued  his  procla- 
mation, and  declared  his  objects — the  President 
and  his  party  being  alarmed,  as  if  a  master-spirit 
had  been  conjured  up  by  them  to  lead  our  enemies, 
these  were  the  soft  tones  with  which  the  "Union" 
saluted  us : 

"  ft  is  impossible  to  conjecture  what  efiect  will  be  pro- 
duced on  the  Mexican  policy  by  the  arrival  of  Santa  Anna. 
His  reinstatement  in  power  seems  not  improbable.  He  is  a 
soldier  by  iirofcasion.  Almonte  seems  to  shaic  his  counsels, 
and  he,  from  the  first,  has  fully  committed  himself  on  the 
question  odrarfor  Texas.  *  *  *  It  [the  administration 
of  Mr.  Polk]  must  negotiate  sword  in  hand." 

He  read  other  extracts  from  the  "Union"  on  this 
subject,  one  of  which,  under  date  of  September  18, 
1840,  declared  that  there  was  no  foundation  for  the 
rumors  afloat  respecting  the  pass  said  to  be  fur- 
nished Santa  Anna  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

Now,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  there  was  some  necessity 
for  calling  for  information  in  regard  to  these  things 
— for  facts  which  the  country  had  a  right  to  know, 
which  might  be  locked  up  in  the  secrets  of  the  de- 
partment, and  withheld  from  the  public. 

He  had  but  little  time,  and  must  hasten  on.  As 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  McL.\ne]  had 
thought  proper  the  other  day  to  introduce  into  this 
debate  the  conduct  of  General  Taylor,  and  charge 
him  with  prolonging  this  war,  let  him  (Mr.  G.) 
read  what  General  Taylor  said  a  few  days  after 
the  battle  of  Palo  Alto.  This  was  part  ot'^a  letter 
from  General  Taylor  to  the  Adjutant  General  of 
the  army,  at  Washington: 

'•  HliADtlUAUTERS,  AllMY  OF  OcCtn-ATlON,  > 

"  CitJi  of  MalnmOTOs,  May  18,  1846.  ) 
"Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  iriy  very  limited 
means  for  crossing  rivers  prevented  a  complete  prosucutioa 
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of  the  victory  of  the  9th  instant.  A  ponton  train,  the  neces- 
sity of  which  I  exhibited  to  the  department  last  year,  would 
have  enabled  the  army  to  have  crossed  on  the  evening  of 
the  battle,  take  this  city,  and  all  the  artillery  and  stores  of 
the  enemy,  and  a  great  number  of  prisoners — in  short,  to 
destroy  entirely  the  Mexican  army." 

This,  then,  had  been  exhibited  to  the  depart- 
ment a  year  before;  and  the  President  and  the  de- 
Eartment — who  complained  of  Congress  that  they 
ad  failed  to  do  their  duty — though  apprized  of 
what  was  necessary  to  be  done,  never  thought 
proper  to  take  this  step. 

It  was  said  that  General  Taylor  advised  the 
march  to  the  Rio  Grande.  But  the  fact  was,  that 
.General  Taylor  said  if  the  Rio  Grande  was  to  be 
insisted  upon  as  our  ultimatum,  then  he  would  ad- 
vise the  march.  Bring  not  the  charge  (said  Mr. 
G.)  upon  General  Taylor  of  having  brought  on  or 
prolonged  the  war.  If  ever  a  patriot  heart  beat  in 
a  patriot  bosom;  if  ever  a  soldier  showed  that  he 
was  the  friend  of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  his 
country.  General  Taylor  had  shown  it  in  what  he 
would  now  read.  When  he  had  reached  Corpus 
Christi;  when  he  had  planted  his  army  on  the 
western  frontier  of  Texas;  when,  if  ever,  had  he 
been  an  ambitious  man,  and  desired  to  make  for 
himself  a  name  and  fame  at  the  expense  of  his 
country,  it  might  be  anticipated  that  he  would  have 
been  anxious  to  push  forward  and  meet  the  ene- 
my. General  Taylor  wrote,  under  date  of  August 
15,  1845:  "  Nor  do  I  fear  that  the  reported  concen- 
tration of  troops  atMatamoros  is  for  any  purposes 
of  invasion." 

He  read  extracts  from  other  letters  of  General 
Taylor  while  at  Corpus  Christi,  under  dates  of 
August  20,  September  6,  October  11,  1845,  and 
January  7  and  February  16,  1846,  all  announcing 
that  everything  was  quiet  at  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
ascribing  the  rumors  and  "  exaggerated  accounts 
of  Mexican  preparations  to  resist  our  advance,  if 
not  indeed  to  attempt  an  invasion  of  Texas,"  "  to 
personal  interests  connected  with  the  stay  of  the 
army  here,"  and  expressing  the  hope  "that  they 
ivill  receive  no  attention  at  the  War  Department.''' 
This  was  the  language  (said  Mr.  G.)  of  a  patriot — 
of  a  man  who  knew  his  duty,  who  had  some- 
thing of  the  true  citizen-soldier  in  him,  and  who 
would  not  involve  his  country  in  a  war  for  the 
sake  of  any  laurels  which  he  might  thereby  heap 
upon  his  own  brow.  He  also  referred  to  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Buchanan,  under  date  of  27th  January, 
stated  the  fact  that  the  army  had  been  ordered  for- 
ward to  the  Rio  Grande  in  anticipation  of  the 
rejection  of  Mr.  Slidell,  and  noticed  various  other 
facts  going  to  show  that  the  order  for  the  advance 
of  the  army  did  not  arise,  and  could  not  have 
arisen,  from  a  knowledge  of  the  rejection  of  Mr. 
Slidell,  or  any  real  danger  of  invasion  by  the 
Mexicans,  or  of  disturbance  while  our  army  lay  at 
Corpus  Christi. 

But  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
and  the  country  to  the  position  taken  by  Mr.  Polk 
in  his  annual  message  in  December,  1845,  in  which 
he  communicated  to  the  country  a  remarkable  fact, 
which  seemed,  in  a  great  measure,  to  have  been 
overlooked.  After  speaking  of  having  sent  "a 
strong  squadron"  to  the  coast  of  Mexico,  and 
having  ordered  our  army  to  the  western  frontier, 
and  stating  that  "the  result  has  been  that  Mexico 
has  made  no  aggressive  movement,"  and  that  "the 
peace  of  the  two  republics  has  not  been  disturbed," 
the  President  said,  after  they  had  remained  in  this 
situation  for  many  weeks,  without  any  movement 
of  a  hostile  character  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  "I 
deemed  it  important,  if  possible,  to  put  an  end  to  this 
state  of  things."  What  was  this  state  of  things.? 
(asked  Mr.  G.)  Why,  a  state  of  peace,  a  state  of 
quiet,  a.  state  in  which  Mr.  Polk  himself  seemed 
to  rejoice  ;  yet  afterwards,  forgetting  himself,  he 
said  he  deemed  it  necessary  to  put  an  end  to  "  this 
state  of  things;"  and  therefore  he  commissioned 
Mr.  Slidell  to  go  to  his  "great  and  good  friend," 
the  President  of  Mexico.  Mr.  Slidell  presented 
himself,  and  the  Mexicans  agreed  to  receive  him 
as  a  commissioner  ;  but 

Here  the  hammer  fell,  and  Mr.  G.'s  hour  ex- 
pired. 

Mr.  MORSE  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  ad- 
dressed the  committee  during  the  remaining  min- 
utes allotted  to  debate.  The  pertinacity  with 
which  gentlemen  on  this  (the  Whig)  side  of  the 
Chamber  had  refused,  on  .several  occasions,  to  per- 
mit the  message  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  this 
country  to  Itike  the  ustial  course  of  reference,  he 
said,  would  seem  to  indicate  on  their  part  some 


special  reasons  for  debating'  this  war;  and  none 
appearing  very  obvious  to  his  mind,  perhaps  some 
less  charitable  person  than  himself  would  be  apt 
to  suppose  that  they  had  desired  to  prejudice  and 
condemn  beforehand  the  measures  of  this  Admin- 
istration, and  this  without  any  just  sense  of  re- 
sponsibility; for  he  presumed  that  in  thirty-five 
minutes,  when  the  committee  would  be  called 
upon  to  vote,  there  would  be  no  division  on  the 
question  of  committing  the  several  portions  of  the 
message  to  the  appropriate  committees.  But,  be 
that  as  it  might,  some  two  months  of  the  session 
had  been  taken  up  in  arguing  the  merits  of  the 
war  in  which  we  found  ourselves  involved  with  a 
sister  Republic — Mexico.  Having  been,  in  legal 
parlance,  an  aider,  abettor,  and  adviser,  so  far  as 
his  humble  action  as  a  Representative  on  this  floor 
went,  in  all  the  acts  which  had  been  supposed  to 
have  been  instrumental  in  bringing  on  this  war,  he 
felt  bound  to  say  something  in  defence  of  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Executive  and  the  majority 
of  this  House.  He  was  satisfied  with  the  mas- 
terly, unanswerable,  and  to  this  hour  the  unan- 
swered, message  of  the  President  on  this  subject. 
If  he  desired  another  argument,  he  would  rest  his 
case  upon  an  argument  made  in  another  branch  of 
this  Capitol  by  a  distinguished  Senator  who  ordi- 
narily voted  with  the  gentlemen  on  this  (the 
Whig)  side  of  the  House,  [referring  to  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Maryland] — a  gentleman  whose  sympa- 
thies and  feelings  by  no  means  were  to  be  pre- 
sumed to  be  favorable  to  the  Executive  and  the 
Administration.  And  that  same  Senator  himself, 
as  if  frightened  by  the  sound  himself  had  made, 
had  endeavored  to  answer  the  unanswerable  argu- 
ments of  his  own  speech.  How  grand,  perfect, 
and  unanswerable  was  the  argument!  How  lame 
and  impotent  was  the  conclusion  ! 

He  would  not  allude  for  one  moment  to  the 
charges  and  the  brilliant  denunciations  that  had 
been  hurled  against  the  Administration  and  all  who 
support  it  on  this  floor,  but  with  a  view  to  what 
shifts  and  resorts  gentlemen  were  driven,  and  how 
prone  human  nature  is  to  believe  what  we  wish  to 
be  true;  and  how  desirous  gentlemen  were  to  show 
that  some  of  the  measures  of  the  Administration 
had  been  the  means  of  plunging  this  country  into 
an  unnecessary,  unholy,  and  unconstitutional  war. 
But  perhaps  it  would  be  as  well  for  gentlemen 
to  be  somewhat  chary  in  their  language,  for  he 
thought  in  his  short  time  he  should  be  able  to  de- 
monstrate that  if  this  "  fatal  order,"  as  gentlemen 
were  pleased  to  term  it,  of  the  1.3th  of  January, 
which  emanated  from  the  War  Department,  were 
the  cause  of  the  war,  that  gentlemen  were  equally 
to  blame,  more  to  blame,  because  entertaining  dif- 
ferent views,  and  were  justly  responsible  for  every 
dollar  that  had  been  expended,  and  for  every  drop 
of  American  blood  that  had  been  shed  in  this  con- 
troversy. 

It  was  known  to  the  country  at  large,  it  was 
known  to  every  member  of  this  body,  in  the  month 
of  January,  that  this  order  had  gone  forth.  The 
Jfational  Intelligencer,  from  the  1st  of  February 
up  to  the  time  the  war  was  recognized  by  this 
House — and  he  presumed  the  gentlemen  opposite 
would  not  question  that  authority — was  full  of 
comments  on  the  Administration,  and  the  measures 
of  the  Administration,  and  of  the  advance  of  the 
army  to  the  Rio  Grande.  Prom  day  to  day  this 
fact  was  commented  on.  How  was  it,  then,  that 
those  gentlemen  who  have  now  such  constitutional 
scruples  about  the  simple  order  of  the  Chief  Ma- 
gistrate of  this  country  for  the  removal  of  the 
troops,  as  though  that  was  the  cause  of  the  war — 
how  did  those  gentlemen  reconcile  with  those  scru- 
ples the  fact,  that  though  the  order  was  known  to 
this  country,  not  one  single  man  endeavored  to 
arrest  its  execution  .'  Not  a  single  man  made  the 
attempt.  They  knew  how  easy  a  thing  it  was  for 
a  resolution  to  be  offered;  for  this  House,  as  they 
had  seen  yesterday,  was  flooded  with  resolutions 
on  all  subjects  on  which  inquiry  could  be  made, 
even  to  so  trifling  a  subject  as  the  unexpended 
balance  of  some  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Will  the  gentleman  give 
way  .' 

Mr.  MORSE  replied  that  he  had  only  thirty 
minutes  of  his  time  left,  and  as  he  had  made  no 
allusion  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  he  did  not 
choose  to  be  interrupted.  He  had  done  injustice 
to  no  gentleman.  He  defied  gentlemen  to  show 
that  any  single  member  on  this  floor,  or  on  that  of 
the  Chamber  at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  when 


they  saw  this  hostile  movement,  this  "  unholy," 
this  "  damnable  usurpation,"  for  which  gentlemen 
said  the  President  should  be  impeached,  took 
measures  to  arrest  it. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  inquired  if  any  gentleman 
here  knew  of  the  movement? 

Mr.  MORSE  would  anwer  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  granted  that  in  the  month  of 
February  a  resolution  was  introduced  into  this 
House,  but  it  was  suppressed. 

Mr.  MORSE  would  answer  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont.  Because,  forsooth,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  had  not  thought  proper  to  commu- 
nicate each  and  every  order  given  to  the  generals 
of  our  army,  gentlemen  assumed  that  the  fact  of 
this  order  having  been  given  was  not  known. 
The  question  was,  was  the  fact  known  >  He  as- 
serted that  it  was  known,  as  well  known  as  any 
other  fact  connected  with  the  history  of  this  Ad- 
ministration. It  was  published  in  the  newspapers 
of  the  day,  and  the  passage  of  our  army  across  the 
desert  of  Sahara  was  publicly  debated. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.     When  did  the  army  start.? 

Mr.  MORSE.  When  ?  Why,  the  order  was 
given  in  January,  and,  although  the  army  did  not 
start  until  March,  the  fact  that  the  order  was  given 
was  known  a  few  days  after,  and  Mr.  Clayton,  a 
distinguished  Senator  from  Delaware,  had  stated 
in  the  Senate  Chamber  that  he  called  Mr.  Cal- 
houn's attention  to  it  at  the  time,  but  that  Senator 
declined  meddling  with  the  matter,  because  at  that 
time  we  had  negotiations  going  on  in  relation  to 
the  Oregon  question,  which  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  thought  might  be  injuriously  affected  by 
an  interference  with  this  movement  of  our  army 
in  Texas.  Thus,  then,  it  appeared  that  these  gen- 
tlemen, who  called  themselves  the  peculiar  friends 
of  the  Constitution,  calmly  looked  on,  although  it 
was  known  that  the  order  was  given — known  and 
published  in  the  newspapers — known  to  members 
of  this  House,  and  there  was  not  a  single  step 
taken  in  relation  to  it. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  said  that  Mr.  Garrett  Davis 
offered  a  resolution  of  inquiry  in  this  House. 

Mr.  MORSE  said  further,  that  that  "  fatal  order" 
was  by  no  means  the  cause  of  war.    The  causes  of 
the  war  existed  long  anterior  to  the  issuing  of  that 
order;  and  the  march  to  the  Rio  Grande  was  no 
more  the  cause  of  the  war  than  the  march  on  Con- 
cord or  Lexington.     If  he  were  compelled  to  look 
beyond  the  stupidity  and  imbecility  of  the  Mexi- 
can Government,  which,  through  a  long  course  of 
years,  had  refused  to  acknowledge  the  fixed  fact 
that  a  certain  portion  of  territory  was  a  part  of  the 
United  States,  for  cause  of  war,  he  might  find  a 
key   to  it  in  hints  and  intimations  which  were 
given  in  this  body  when  the  subject  of  annexing 
Texas  was   discussed.      There   might   be  found 
causes  for  the  war,  for  there  it  was  asserted  that 
annexation  would  involve  us  in  war;  and  that  it 
ought  to  involve  us  in  war,  for  Mexico  would 
thereby  be  degraded.     Much  was  said  that  was 
calculated  to  excite  Mexico;  for  annexation  was 
denounced  as  affecting  her  national  honor,  and 
thus  she  was  urged  into  a  war,  which,  however, 
she  would  not  have  attempted  to  prosecute  but  for 
the  prospect  of  our  being  engaged  in  a  war  respect- 
ing Oregon.     There  were  gentlemen    perhaps  on 
this  floor  who  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana, [Mr.  Thompson,]  who  addressed  the  House 
the  other  day,  in  believing  that  it  was  the  delib- 
erate design  of  this  Government  to  plunge  this 
country  into  a  war  by  that  "  fatal  order."  But  did 
these  gentlemen  conceal  from  themselves  the  fact, 
that  long  before  General  Taylor  reached  the  Lit- 
tle Colorado,  Mexico  had  sent  forces  there,  some 
hundreds  of  miles  from  the  capital.'     Were  those 
gentlemen  not  aware  of  the  fact  that  preparations 
had   been  made  by  Mexico  to  support  an  army 
there,  and  that  resources  had  been  placed  at  her 
disposal  for  that  purpose.'    Did  gentlemen  conceal 
the  fact  that  war  was  actually  declared  long  before 
we  thought  proper  to  recognize  it  as  having  been 
declared  by  the  Mexican  Government?     But  that 
was  not  all.     He  agreed  with  gentlemen  who  had 
addressed  the    House    on    this   subject  that    the 
President  could  not  make  war.     The  President 
could  commit  an  act  of  hostility.    He  might  order 
a  frigate  to  bombard  a  town  of  a  peaceable  neigh- 
bor, but  that  did  not  make  a  war.     How  then  did 
gentlemen   reconcile   their  present   denunciations 
with  their  course  during  the  last  Congress? 

Mr.  TOOMBS  said  he  did  denounce  the  "  pre- 
amble" in  the  face  of  the  ferocious  majority  on  the 
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other  side  of  the  House,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  very  well  knew. 

Mr.  MOUSE  required  to  be  shown  more  than 
denunciation;  he  desired  to  be  shown  some  reso- 
lution to  satisfy  him  that  tliey  attempted  to  awaken 
the  attention  of  the  country  to  it,  if  lliey  had 
deemed  it  so  prea:nant  with  evil.  Perhaps  the 
President  of  the  United  States  might  have  said, 
with  some  propriety — 

"  Hadst  lliou  but  shook  thy  head  or  made  a  pause 
AVhen  I  spake  darkly  what  I  purposed, 
Or  turned  an  eye  ot'  doubt  upon  my  face 
As  bid  lue  tell  my  tale  in  express  words, 
Deep  shiime  had  struck  me  dumb,  made  me  break  off, 
And  those  thy  tears  might  have  wrought  fears  in  me. 
But  thou  didit  understand  me  by  my  signs, 
And  didst  in  siptns  asaiii  parley  witii  sin  ; 
Yea,  without  stop,  didst  thou  let  thy  heart  consent." 

^  The  gentlemen  opposite  would  not  find  a  suffi- 
cient excuse  in  alleging  that  their  only  sin  was  a 
ain  of  omission.  The  President  of  the  United 
States  was  their  agent — he  was  the  Executive 
power  of  this  Government — sworn  to  execute  the 
laws  and  Constitution  of  this  country;  and  if  they 
supposed  at  tlie  moment  that  he  had  gone  beyond 
the  letter  of  tlie  law,  why  did  they  subsequently 
confirm  his  acts?  He  need  not  tell  gentlemen,  for 
they  had  many  lawyers  in  their  ranks,  that  an  ap- 
proval of  the  act  of  their  agent  made  it  their  own, 
with  all  its  responsibilities.  Gentletnen  told  the 
House  and  the  country  that  they  voted  under  pro- 
test— they  assumed  that  they  voted  against  the 
preamble,  which  states  that  the  war  was  brought 
on  by  the  act  of  Mexico,  but  they  did  vote  for  it 
with  that  preamble.  That  was  an  incontrovertible 
fact;  and  to  use  the  language  of  an  old  distinguish- 
ed leader  of  their  jiarty,  before  he  would  have 
voted  a  deliberate  and  damnable  lie,  the  bones  of 
General  Taylor  and  his  army  might  have  been  left 
to  whiten  the  plains  of  Mexico.  But  did  they  de- 
ny that  they  had  now  the  majority  in  this  Flouse .' 
Would  they,  then,  be  deterred  from  voting  sup- 
plies? They  could  not  succeed  in  making  tlie 
country  believe  in  their  sincerity  by  tlie  utterance 
of  mere  denunciation,  and  malignant  attacks  on  the 
Executive  of  the  Union  and  on  the  minority  in  this 
House.  They  could  only  satisfy  the  country  of 
their  sincerity  by  efrorts  to  stop  this  "  unholy  and 
damnable"  war.  He  had  often  heard  gentlemen 
make  speeches  on  one  side,  and  vote  on  the  other; 
but  he  had  never  known  men  vote  first  and  talk 
after.  The  gentlemen  opposite  knew  that  they 
intended  to  vote  the  supplies.  Why,  then,  would 
they  endeavor  to  lessen  the  force  of  this  Govern- 
ment by  assailing  an  important  part  of  it — its 
Chief  Magistrate  ?  He  would  not  repeat  the  accu- 
sation that  they  were  giving  "aid  and  comfort  to 
the  enemy."  He  permitted  no  man  to  question 
his  motives,  and  he  questioned  none.  But  could 
it  be  denied  that  they  permitted  this  war  by  not 
opposing  it?  They  had  the  power,  and  yet  they 
dared  not  stop  this  war.  It  was  in  vain  to  tell  him 
"  you  have  a  majority  in  the  other  House."  They 
could  stop  the  war  in  ten  days  if  they  were  sincere; 
and  with  their  power  and  expressed  opinions  he 
would  do  it.  Their  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
could  report  a  bill  making  a  certain  appropriation 
and  no  more,  which  they  could  pass  with  the  de- 
claration that  the  war  was  unholy,  uimecessary, 
and  unconstitutional,  and  Mr.  Polk  would  not  dare 
to  disobey.  Unless  tliey  did  this,  could  they  expect 
men  to  believe  in  their  sincerity? 

Now,  while  he  did  not  think  that  this  "fatal 
order,"  which  had  been  so  often  repeated  that  it 
was  famihar  to  the  whole  country,  was  really  the 
means  of  bi-inging  on  the  war,  yet  he  thought  it 
•could  be  satisfactorily  shown  that  that  order  was 
made  on  the  suggestion  of  General  Taylor.  He 
thought  the  correspondence  wh.ich  had  taken  place 
between  the  Secretary  of  War  and  General  Tay- 
lor showed  that  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  all  occa- 
sions, deferred  to  the  belter  judgment  of  General 
Taylor,  and  every  order  that  was  given  was  given 
to  carry  out  the  views  suggested  by  him.  Rut 
there  was  another  act  for  which  the  Chief  Magis- 
trate of  this  country  was  not  responsible,  which, 
on  the  contrary,  wa.s  made  by  General  Taylor,  not 
only  on  his  own  responsibility,  but  in  defiance  of 
the  suggestion.s  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  Gen- 
eral Taylor  cut  off  the  supplies  of  the  Mexicans 
by  blockading  the  Rio  Grande,  while  the  President 
and  the  Secretary  of  War  desired  him  to  let  the 
navigation  of  the  river  be  free.  Yes,  and  the  first 
thing  the  Government  Icncw  of  it  was  from  a  com- 
munication written  by  General  Taylor,  in  which 


he  said  he  had  blockaded  the  Rio  Grande  and  cut 
off  their  supplies,  which  would  either  cause  the 
Mexicans  to  abandon  their  position  or  come  over 
and  fight  him.  He  did  not  say  that  General  Tay- 
lor desired  to  bring  on  a  war,  but  he  gave  the  order 
to  blockade  the  Rio  Grande  in  defiance  of  the  will 
of  the  Executive,  when  he  knew  it  would  bring 
on  a  war.  General  Taylor  was  positively  m- 
structed  to  do  nothing;  he  was  desired  to  be  con- 
ciliatory; he  was  simply  told  to  take  a  position  on 
the  Rio  Grande.  But  when  General  Taylor  was 
ordered  to  take  such  a  position,  was  he  told  to 
plant  his  batteries  with  his  guns  pointed  to  the 
windows  of  Matamoros?  Were  there  not  other 
points  which  General  Taylor  could  have  chosen, 
to  secure  our  rights  and  prevent  the  Mexican  army 
crossing  into  the  territory  east  of  the  river,  with- 
out selecting  a  position  opposite  Matamoros? 

He  now  proposed  to  make  a  few  observations 
in  relation  to  the  future  policy  and  conduct  of  this 
Government  to  bring  about  what  seemed  to  be  a 
desideratum,  an  honorable  peace.  He  would  say 
to  his  friends  opposite,  let  us  know  the  course  you 
intend  to  pursue.  If  you  are  sincere  in  the  views 
you  have  expressed,  I  conjure  you,  in  the  name  of 
humanity,  to  stop  this  war.  He  desired  to  hear 
how  the  host  of  unredressed  wrongs  and  injuries 
committed  by  the  Mexicans  could  be  wiped  out? 
In  any  event,  he  appealed  to  the  majority  to  relieve 
them  from  the  responsibility  and  terminate  this 
war.  Let  them  present  an  undivided  front  to  the 
Mexicans. 

The  Mexican  people  did  not  understand  the  po- 
sition of  parties  in  this  country;  but  if  they  saw, 
by  unanimity  of  action  here,  that  this  country  was 
determined  to  prosecute  the  war  vigorously,  wheth- 
er Mr.  Clay,  or  Genei-al  Taylor,  or  any  other  man, 
were  President,  they  would  come  to  terms.  For 
what  were  the  gentlemen  opposite  continuing  this 
v/ar?  They  say  they  want  no  territory;  they  say 
the  war  was  unjust  and  unconstitutional:  why, 
then,  would  they  continue  it?  Was  it  from  a  love 
of  blood  and  carnage?  Honor  enough  they  had 
had;  for,  from  the  time  the  first  blow  was  struck 
on  the  Rio  Grande  until  our  troops  had  secure 
possession  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  they  had  ob- 
tained a  series  of  victories  that  had  never  been 
equalled.  If  he  could  conscientiously  think  with 
the  gentlemen  for  a  moment,  he  should  not  hesi- 
tate as  to  what  course  he  should  pursue.  The 
majority  on  the  other  side  had  the  power  to  do  it. 
The  war  could  not  go  on  without  their  consent. 
They  said  it  would  inoculate  the  body  politic  to 
incorporate  Mexico  in  this  Union;  why,  then,  did 
they  not  take  steps  to  end  all  further  hostilities, 
and  settle  on  terms  of  peace?  From  the  decisive 
vole  given  the  other  day,  when  only  forty  voted 
to  withdraw  our  troops  and  terminate  the  war,  he 
presumed  that  it  was  the  intention  of  gentlemen  to 
prosecute  the  war,  and  to  prosecute  it  vigorously. 
Why,  then,  should  they  get  up  domestic  quarrels 
here?  Why  should  they  agitate  questions  which 
could  not,  in  the  natural  course  of  things,  arise  for 
years  to  come  ?  W  hy  tell  these  people  that,  though 
willing  to  conduct  the  war  until  an  honorable  peace 
can  be  made,  yet,  fight  as  long  as  they  might, 
oiler  all  the  obstacles  to  a  settlement  of  hostilities 
that  they  might,  we  would  not  ask  for  one  foot  of 
land,  nor  for  any  indemnity  beyond  three  or  four 
millions  of  dollars?  Pie  would  not  say  this  was 
giving  "aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy,"  but  he 
would  ask  gentlemen,  without  attributing  to  them 
any  improper  motives,  if  the  Mexicans  would  not 
thereby  be  induced  to  hold  out,  and  to  endeavor 
to  protract  the  war?  What  had  the  Mexicans 
to  lose?  They  carried  on  a  guerrilla  warfare,  and 
he  doubted  if  they  could  get  another  army.  They 
knew  that  diseases  and  the  climate  were  infinitely 
more  fatal  to  our  armies  than  their  own  soldiers. 
But  if  the  Whigs  would  unite  with  the  Democrats, 
and  declare  that  they  intend  to  carry  on  the  war 
vigorously,  and  that  until  peace  was  secured,  Mex- 
ico must  pay  the  expenses,  they  would  have  an 
interest  in  bringing  about  a  peace.  We  have  ac- 
quired New  Mexico  and  California  without  Such 
dilllcullics;  and  if  we  went  on  and  established 
territorial  government  in  Mexico,  with  the  decla- 
ration thill  if  we  did  not  keep  the  country  abso- 
lutely we  should  hold  it  in  trust,  it  would  be  the 
means  of  ellecting  that  which  they  all  professed  to 
desire.  But  if  the  Mexicans  found  divisions  in 
the  councils  of  this  country;  if  they  found  that  a 
large  pcu'lion  of  the  ])eople  of  the  United  States 
would  be  willing  to  abandon  the  advantagesgained, 


the  evils  would  be  greater  than  the  loss  of  the 
money  expended. 

He  had  stated,  in  the  outset  of  his  remarks,  that 
there  was  no  resolution  offered  here  calling  for  in- 
formation in  relation  to  the  order  for  the  mOvennent 
of  our  army.  He  had  been  furnished  wilh  a  reso- 
lution which  was  submitted  on  the  3d  of  February, 
1846,  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mi. 
AsHMUN,]  which  he  would  read  : 

"Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  comnuinieate  to  the  House  of  Representatives 
any  information  in  his  possession,  not  heretofore  communi- 
cated, which  affects  the  relations  existim;  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico;  and  particularly 
whether  the  army  or  navy,  or  any  part  of  either,  had  beeii 
ordered  to  move  towards  that  Republic,  and  what  occur 
rcMces  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  President  to 
require  such  a  movement:  Provided,  The  information  can, 
in  his  opinion,  be  communicated  without  detriment  to  the 
public  interest." 

Now,  this  was  only  sufficient  to  show  that  it  was 
known  on  the  3d  of  February  that  the  order  had 
been  given.  This  shows  that  they  had  reason  to 
know  that  fact.  But  in  the  month  of  March  it 
was  made  public;  and  if  Mr.  Garrett  Davis  oflered 
a  resolution,  it  was  never  carried  further. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said  the  political  friends  of  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  refused  to  allow  it  to  be 
acted  upon. 

Mr.  MORSE  said  the  resolution,  if  offered, 
would  require  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  as  he  was 
inforrned,  and  required  one  day's  notice,  unless 
unanimous  consent  were  given.  That  was  object- 
ed to 

[The  hour  allotted  to  Mr.  M.  here  expired,  and 
also  the  time  during  which  the  debate  should  con- 
tinue.] 

The  CHAIRMAN  then  stated  that  the  question 
was  on  the  substitute  of  the  gentlernan  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Brodhead]  to  the  series  of  resolu- 
tions of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vinton,] 
but  that  the  latter  would  be  taken  up  first  for  amend- 
ment seriatim,  before  the  vote  was  taken  on  the 
substitute. 

The  Clerk  then  read  severally  the  1st,  2d,  3d, 
and  4th  resolutions,  to  which  no  amendment  was 
offered.     They  were  as  follows  : 

1st.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  annual  message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  at  the  present  session,  as  has  reference  to  the  re- 
lations of  the  United  Slates  with  foreign  nations — to  the 
causes  that  brought  on  the  war  with  Mexico — to  the  alleged 
invasion  by  Mexico  of  the  State  of  Texas — to  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities — to  the  efl'ort^  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  obtain  a  peace — to  the  cession 
by  Mexico  to  the  United  States  of  a  portion  of  her  territory 
as  an  indemnity  for  our  claims  on  her — to  a  release  of  Mex- 
ico from  her  liabilities  to  our  citizens,  and  the  assumption  of 
their  payment  by  the  United  States;  together  with  there- 
commendation  that  the  provinces  of  New  Mexico  and  tlie 
Californias  should  be  retained  by  the  United  States  as  an  in- 
demnity— that  they  should  hereafter  be  considered  constitu- 
ent parts  of  our  country,  and  the  civil  laws  and  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States  extended  over  them ;  and  the  recom- 
mendation that  the  other  Mexican  provinces  which  have 
been  reduced  to  our  possession  by  conquest  should  continue 
to  be  held  as  a  means  of  coercing  Mexico  to  terms  of  peace, 
and  that  adequate  compensation  should  be  fixed  by  law  for 
such  oflicois,  both  civil  and  military,  as  maybe  employed  to 
conduct  such  government, — be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreijn  A  trails. 

2d.  Tliat  so  much  of  said  mes.sage  as  recommends  that 
territorial  governments  be  established  in  New  Mexico  and 
the  Californias,  and  the  establishment  of  a  territorial  gov- 
ernment in  Oregon,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories. 

3il.  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the  state 
and  condition  of  the  army,  to  its  increase,  and  to  its  opera- 
tions in  Mexico,  together  with  the  report  of  Ihe  Secretary 
of  War  accompanying  said  message,  he  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afi'airs. 

■1th.  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  tribunals  to  try  and  punish  crimes,  and  exercise 
jurisdiction  in  civil  cases  over  American  citizens  in  ChinJT, 
and  so  much  as  relates  to  the  imposition  and  collection  of 
duties  on  imports  into  the  ports  of  Mexico  by  order  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  disbursement  of  the 
moneys  so  collected,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  with  inslruclions  to  said  committee  to  inquire 
and  report  by  what  law  or  authority  suid  duties  are  imposed 
and  said  moneys  disbursed. 

The  fifth  resolution  was  read,  as  follows  : 
b\\\.  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the  com- 
merce, tonnage,  and  navigation  of  the  country,  and  to  the 
influence  which  the  operations  of  the  sub-trea.sury,  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  receipt  of  bank  paper  in  payment  of  dues  to 
the  (Government,  and  the  tariff  act  of  the  30th  of  July,  A.  V). 
lB4fi,  have  had,  and  will  have,  on  the  trade  and  currency  of 
the  country,  together  tritk  so  muehof  the  accompanyins.report 
of  the  Scaelary  of  the  Treastny  as  relates  to  tlicse  subjects,  be 
referred  to  the' Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  VINTON  was  understood  to  say,  that  as 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
been  referred,  this  resolution  required  amendment. 
He  therefore  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "  to- 
'  gether  with  so  much  of  the  accompanying  report 
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« of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  relates  to 
'  these  subjects." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  sixth  resolution  was  read,  as  follows  : 

6tli.  Ti)ut  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the  sub- 
ject of  manufactures,  and  to  the  influence  of  the  tariff  act  of 
the  30th  July,  A.  D.  1846,  on  the  manufactures  of  the  coun- 
try, together  with  so  muck  of  the  acomjiamjins,  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  relates  to  this  sttftject,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  it  was  amended  by 
sti-iking  out  the  words  which  were  stricken  from 
the  fifth  resolution. 

The  seventh  resolution  was  passed  without 
amendment.     It  is  as  follows  : 

"  7th.  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the  con- 
dition and  operations  of  the  navy,  together  vvitli  the  accom- 
panying report  of  the  Secretary  of  llie  Navy,  be  referred  to 
the  Coinmittee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  eighth  resolution  was  read,  as  follows  : 

8tli.  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the  reve- 
nue, to  the  public  debt,  to  the  increase  thereof,  to  tlie  crea- 
tion of  a  sinking  fund,  to  a  duty  on  ti;a  and  coffee,  to  the 
collection,  safie-keeping,  and  disbursement  of  the  public 
moneys ;  to  the  coinage,  and  the  establishment  of  a  branch 
mint  at  the  city  of  New  York;  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Bub-treasury  act;  to  the  estimated  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, together  with  so  much  of  the  accompanying  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  relates  to  these  subjects,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  aud  Meaos. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out 
the  words  which  had  been  stricken  out  of  the  fifth 
and  sixth  resolutions. 

Mr.  WILMOT  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  inserting  the  following  : 

"Aud  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill 
which  shall  provide  for  raising  annually,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  tlie  war  with  JVIexico,  and  until  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt,  the  sum  of  live  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  as- 
sessed on  personal  property,  stocks,  and  money  at  interest, 
and  apportioned  among  the  States  as  provided  by  the  Con- 
stitution." 

Mr.  WILMOT  inquired  if,  under  the  rules  of 
the  House,  he  had  not  five  minutes  allowed  him  to 
explain  his  amendment? 

The  CHAIR  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WILMOT  then  proceeded  to  say,  that  he 
had  offered  this  amendment  because  he  was  op- 

Eosed  to  a  tax  on  tea  and  coffee,  and  that  heshould 
e  compelled  to  vote  against  any  proposition  to 
that  effect  that  might  be  offei-ed.  He  believed  the 
course  which  he  proposed  by  this  atnendment  was 
the  proper  one  for  meeting  all  extraordinary  de- 
mands on  the  Government.  For  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  he  was  willing  that  the 
money  should  be  raised  by  duties  on  imports;  but 
for  all  extraoi-dinary  expenses  there  should  be  an 
appeal  made  to  the  people.  This  was  the  straight- 
forward way  of  doing  business,  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  he  was  sorry  to  see,  had  not  the 
courage  to  recommend  that  upon  which  he  insist- 
ed when  out  of  office.  As  a  free-trade  man,  he 
should  have  adhered  to  the  doctrines  of  this  amend- 
ment. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  have 
known  that  it  was  impolitic  to  create  a  debt  with- 
out providing  the  means  for  its  payment,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  the  means  for  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  debt  he  now  submitted  this  propo- 
sition. He  preferred  tliis  mode  for  another  reason: 
it  was  to  avoid  imposing  all  the  burdens  of  the 
Government  on  the  poor  and  laboring  part  of  the 
community.  Tax  tea  and  coffee,  and  nine-tenths 
of  it  would  be  paid  by  the  laboring  part  of  the  peo- 
ple. And  why,  in  God's  name,  (he  asked,)  should 
this  be  so?  Why  should  they  not  tax  the  manu- 
facturers of  the  country,  and  the  capitalists  of  the 
East  and  the  South,  to  the  amount  of  a  fair  propor- 
tion of  the  expenses  of  the  Government  ?  The  peo- 
ple of  this  country  would  shrink  frotn  no  sacrifice 
which  they  were  required  to  make  for  the  prose- 
cution of  a  war  that  was  just  and  necessary.  They 
would  pay  the  tax  which  his  amendment  proposed 
to  impose  cheerfully.  And  the  tax  should  fall  on 
those  on  whom  this  amendment  would  impose  it. 
It  should  fall  on  commerce  and  on  great  commer- 
cial cities.  It  should  fall  on  men  who  have  means; 
who  have  money  at  interest,  and  lai-ge  sums  in  the 
Blocks,  and  wlio  owned  much  personal  property. 
It  should  not  fall  on  those  who  fight  our  battles; 
on  the  same  class  of  men  that  sustained  their  coun- 
try's honor  on  the  bloody  field.  To  throw  on  them 
the  burden  of  maintaining  the  war  might  grind 
them  down  for  years  to  come.  The  plan  now 
proposed,  he  repeated,  was  the  honest  and  straight- 
forward plan.  It  was  the  manly  course,  and  the 
true  way  lo  meet  the  question. 

[Here  the  Chairman's  hammer  fell,  announcing 
the  expiration  of  the  gentleman's  five  minutes.] 


Mr.  GENTRY  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
so  that  it  should  provide  that  the  committee  should 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  bringing  in  such  a 
bill. 

The  amendment  suggested  by  Mr.  Gentry 
having  been  accepted,  the  question  was  taken  on 
the  amendment  as  modified,  by  tellers — Messis. 
Pollock  and  McClelland — and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative  by  a  majority  of  93  to  29. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Vinton  was  then  adopted 
as  amended. 

The  ninth  and  other  resolutions  were  then  read, 
as  follows: 

"  9th.  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  lo  the 
public  lands,  to  the  graduation  and  reduction  of  the  price 
thereof,  to  the  amendment  of  the  preemption  laws,  to  the 
surveying  and  bringing  into  market  the  lands  in  Oregon, 
together  with  so  much  of  the  accompanying  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  relates  to  these  subjects,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

"  10th.  That  so  much  ot  said  message  as  relates  to  the 
Indian  tribes  and  to  our  intercourse  with  them,  together 
with  so  much  of  the  accompanying  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  as  relates  to  this  subject,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs. 

"11th.  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  tlie 
condition  and  operations  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  to 
tlje  collection  in  the  British  post  office  of  discriminating 
postages  on  letters  and 'other  mailable  matter  transported  in 
American  mail  steamers,  together  with  the  accompanying 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  he  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

"  lath.  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  agri- 
culture, and  to  the  relief  which  is  therein  alleged  it  has  de- 
rived from  the  burdens  of  the  protective  policy,  under  the 
operation  of  the  tariffactof  July  ao,  A.  D.1846,  andsomuch 
of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  relates  to 
this  subject,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  AgricultQre. 

"  13th.  Tliat  so  much  of  said  message  as  recommends 
that  provision  he  made  for  the  families  of  those  who  have 
fallen  or  died  in  the  service  in  Mexico,  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

"  14th.  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  declares  that  it 
may  become  proper  for  our  commanding  generals  in  the  field 
to  give  encouragement  and  assurances  of  protection  to  such 
friends  of  peace  in  Mexico  as  will  establish  a  government 
there,  able  and  willing  to  conclude  a  peace  with  us,  '  and 
secure  to  us  the  indemnity  we  demand,'  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

"  15th.  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  war  with  Mexico  ought  to  be  prose- 
cuted, and  the  policy  that  should  be  pursued  in  respect  to  it, 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee." 

The  three  last  resolutions  were  amended,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  by  adding  thereto  "  of 
nine  members,"  the  number  of  which  the  select 
committees  were  to  consist  not  having  been  speci- 
fied. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  moved  that  the  resolutions 
which  he  had  submitted  as  a  substitute  be  taken 
up  for  amendment  seriatim. 

They  were  taken  up  and  read  accordingly,  and 
the  following  were  passed  without  amendment : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  lo  Ihe  two  Houses  of  Congress  at  the 
present  session  as  relates  lo  the  existing  war  with  Mexico, 
to  the  condition  of  our  citizens  in  China,  and  the  propriety 
of  making  payment  to  the  Spanish  Government  in  the 
"Amistad  case,"  together  with  tlie  accompanying  cone- 
spoiidenee  in  relation  thereto,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  condition  and  operations  of  the  army,  the  propriety  of  in- 
creasing the  same,  and  levying  contributions  upon  tne  ene- 
my, together  vvitli  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  be 
referreil  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  establishment  of  Territorial  Governments  in  Oregon, 
New  Mexico,  and  the  Californias,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  fourth  resolution,  as 
follows:  y 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  condition  of  the  treasury,  to  the  means  of  obtaining 
money  to  prosecute  the  war  with  Mexico,  the  pro;.)riety  of 
imposing  a  duty  upon  tea  and  cotlec,  tlie  warehousing  sys- 
tem, the  constitutional  treasury,  and  the  proprinty  of  estab- 
lishing a  branch  mint  at  New  York,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  WILMOT  moved  to  amend  this  resolution 
by  adding  the  words  which,  on  his  motion,  had 
been  ingrafted  on  the  8lh  resolution  of  Mr.  Vin- 
ton's series. 

Mr.  MEADE  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  five  millions,"  and  leave  a  blank  for  the  amount. 
Lost. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  strike  out  that  portion 
which  required  the  annual  lax  of  five  millions  dol- 
lars, to  be  continued  not  only  during  the  war,  but 
during  the  continuance  of  the  public  debt.  If  this 
war  was  pi'olonged;  if  there  was  no  reasonable 
pi'obability  that  it  would  be  brought  to  a  close 
within  a  short  time;  if  the  rumors  wcie  not  true 
that  were  flying  all  over  the  country  that  a  treaty 
of  peace  has  been  concluded,  whether  by  autho- 
rized or  unauthorized  .agents  of  this  Government; 


if,  he  repeated,  there  was  no  reasonable  probability 
that  this  war  would  be  brought  to  a  close  while  this 
Congress  was  in  session,  he  .should  feel  it  to  be  his 
duty,  as  a  Representative  of  the  people,  to  vote  to 
raise  the  means,  by  an  appeal  directly  to  the  pockets 
of  the  people,  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  In 
doing  this  he  had  no  doubt  he  should  be  sustained 
by  the  approbation  of  those  who  had  sent  him  here. 
He  hoped  the  war  would  be  brought  to  a  close  in 
a  short  period;  and,  if  so,  there  would  be  no  ne- 
cessity for  such  a  provision  as  this  amendment 
would  make.  He  knew  the  people  of  this  country 
were  patriotic  enough,  if  they  believed  the  war 
was.  commenced  constitutionally,  to  provide  the 
means  to  carry  it  on  and  to  bring  it  to  a  successful 
termination;  but  if  the  war  was  brought  to  a  close 
within  a  reasonable  period,  there  would  be  no  ne- 
cessity for  any  extraordinary  provision,  as  the  ordi- 
nary revenues  of  the  Government  would  be  amply 
sufficient  to  meet  the  public  debt  as  well  as  the 
current  expenses.  He  therefore  moved  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  and  until  the  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic debt." 

Mr.  ASHMUN  asked  the  gentleman  frohi  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  McKay]  to  modify  his  amendment 
by  inserting  the  words  "  created  by  the  war"  after 
the  words  "  public  debt." 

Mr.  McKAY  declined  so  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment; on  which  thequestion  was  taken,  and  it  was 
rejected. 

The  words  "  and  other,"  a  mere  verbal  correc- 
tion, were  added  after  the  word  "  personal,"  and 
before  "property,"  in  Mr.  Wilmot's  amend- 
ment. 

Ml-.  VAN  DYKE  moved  to  add,  after  "  public 
debt,"  the  words  "occasioned  by  the  war." 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  HENLEY  moved  to  add,  after  the  word 
"  debt,'' the  words  "  created  under  the  Adminis- 
tration of  John  Tyler."    Lost. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  desired  to  insert  the 
word  "Whig"  before  the  word  "Administration." 

Another  proposition  was  made  to  add  the  words 
"of  Martin  Van  Buren." 

Mf.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  appealed  to  the  Chair- 
man to  rule  all  these  amendments  out  of  order. 
The  amendment  of  the  gentleman-  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  Wilmot]  was  itself  an  amendment  in 
the  second  degree,  which  was  as  far  as  they  could 
go.  It  was  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of 
another  gentlemanfrom  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Brod- 

HEAD.] 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Brodhead] 
was  offered  as  a  substitute  for  the  series  of  resolu- 
tions submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Vinton.] 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  replied  that  a  substitute 
was  not  recognized  by  the  parliamentary  law.  A 
substitute  was  in  the  nature  of  an  amendment,  and 
must  be  so  treated. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Wilmot's 
amendment,  and  was  agreed  to. 

The  residue  of  Mr.  Brodhead 's  resolutions  wei'e 
then  read  as  follows,  and  passed  without  amend- 
ment. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  graduation  and  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public  lands, 
the  amendment  and  modification  of  the  laws  granting  pre- 
emption rights  to  settlers,  to  the  establishment  of  a  surveyor 
general's  office  in  Oregon,  and  the  grant  of  lands  therein  to 
actual  settlers,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  relates  to 
our  relations  with  the  various  Indian  tribes,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  Indian  agents  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  condition  and  operations  of  the  navy,  to  the  increase  of 
sea  steamers,  together  with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Rewlvcd,  That  so  much  of  the  said  message  as  relates  to 
the  progress  and  condition  of  the  mail  service,  the  operations 
of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  the  postal  arrangements 
with  foreign  governments,  together  witli  the  report  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  be  referred  lo  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Ofiice  and  Post  Roads. 

The  question  then  i-ecuri-ed  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Brodhead — his  series  of  resolutions — as  a 
substitute  for  those  of  Mr.  Vinton. 

The  question  being  taken  on  striking  out  Mr. 
Vinton's  i-esolutions,  and  inserting  those  of  Mr. 
Brodhead,  it  was  decided  by  tellers  in  the  nega- 
tive: Ayes  81,  noes  95. 

Mr.  VINTON'S  resolutions,  ns  nmendod,  were 
then  agreed  to;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  COBB,  the 
committee  rose,  and  reported  the  resolutions,  as 
amended,  to  the  House. 
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Mr.  COLLAMER  addressed  the  House  nearly 
as  follows :  I  have  listened  with  a  good  deal  of 
attention  to  the  debates  which  have  occurred  in 
this  House  on  some  of  the  subjects  contained  in 
the  President's  message,  and  I  was  desirous  to 
extract,  if  I  could,  some  general  principle  out  of 
tiiem.  I  have  heard  gentlemen  discuss  them  now 
for  many  days;  I  have  seen  the  array  of  parties  in 
this  House,  or  rather  of  the  leaders  who  speak 
here,  and  who  have  explained  their  respective 
views  on  the  great  questions  which  are  now  agi- 
tating the  country;  and  I  liave  heard  tlifim,  with 
regret,  indulging  in  apparently  but  ill-disguised 
personalities  in  rejard  to  the  motives  of  gentlemen 
opposed  to  them.  This  has,  for  the  most  part, 
been  done  very  modestly,  with  entire  decorum, 
in  point  of  form;  yet  one  thing  has  been  observ- 
able throughout:  men  have  evidently  been  in- 
clined to  think  and  to  say  that  those  who  dis- 
agreed with  themselves  in  opinion  on  the  great 
points  of  public  policy,  especially  in  regard  to  this 
war,  were  enemies  to  their  country.  They  have 
at  least  permitted  the  community  so  to  understand 
it,  and  this,  I  may  say,  on  both  sides. 

Now,  a  man  may  differ  from  me  in  opinion  on 
a  question  deeply  affecting  our  common  country, 
and  yet,  surely,  be  no  enemy  to  that  country. 
The  truth  is  this:  men  erect  in  their  own  nnnds  a 
standard  of  national  prosperity,  and  of  the  ends 
and  means  of  Government  in  its  promotion;  and 
then  they  take  it  for  granted  that  everything  which 
crosses  their  track  must  of  course  be  hostile 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  because,  with 
them,  the  prosperity  of  the  country  is  estimated 
according  to  the  standard  in  their  mind. 

A.nd  now,  to  travel  back  a  little,  we  may  ask, 
what  are  the  great  ends  and  purposes  for  which 
government  is  created?  I  have  an  idea,  more  or 
less  perfect,  of  those  ends,  and  it  is  this:  what- 
ever advances  a  nation  in  its  social  condition,  con- 
sidered as  physical,  rational,  and  moral  beings, 
is  the  legitimate  end  to  be  pursued  by  its  govern- 
ment. And  the  means  to  accomplish  this  consist 
in  the  improvement  of  the  country,  the  improve- 
ment of  the  means  of  mutual  intercourse,  whatever 
tends  to  make  us  a  homogeneous  people,  and  pro- 
motes the  advance  of  the  entire  society  in  comfort, 
intelligence,  and  morals. 

I  have  been  but  a  short  time  here;  it  is  not  more 
than  five  years  since  I  became  a  member  of  this 
House;  but  with  that  amount  of  Congressional 
experience,  and  after  carefully  listening  to  the  re- 
marks of  gentlemen  here,  I  am  constrained  to  con- 
clude, that  there  are  in  this  body  gentlemen  who 
have  er(!Cted  in  their  minds  very  different  standards 
of  national  prosperity  from  that  which  1  deem  just 
and  proper.  According  to  their  conceptions,  the 
prosperity  of  a  nation  consists  in  what  most  ad- 
vances its  military  glory;  in  whatever  extends  the 
area  of  territory  possessed;  in  whatever  gives  eclat 
to  the  nation,  by  blood,  by  gunpowder,  by  feats  of 
arms.  With  them  that  is  national  prosperity.  If 
they  think  that  to  be  the  trae  end  and  the  proper 
means  for  a  government,  they  will  very  naturally 
conceive  that  those  who  would  obstruct  this  end — 
who  would  put  a  stop  to  such  a  career  of  pros- 
perity, are  enemies  to  their  country,  traitors  to  its 
government.  The  fundamental  dilFerence  be- 
tween us,  then,  lies  in  the  question, — What  is  it 
which  constitutes  national  glory?  I  am  justified 
in  this  conclusion  by  a  review  of  what  has  recently 
happened  in  our  history.  What  was  the  great 
enterprise  on  which  we  embarked  when  weadopt^fl 
other  tlian  ordinary  measures  for  the  increase  and 
extension  of  our  territory,  by  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  is  not,  and  cannot,  with  honest  and  candid 
men,  be  a  matter  of  di.spute.  The  people  in  one 
portion  of  the  Union  said  that  Government  ought 
80  to  use  its  power,  as  to  cause  that  power  to  oper- 
ate on  slavery.  At  this  doctrine  the  peof>le  of  the 
South  became  alarmed.  Their  alarm,  I  think,  was 
unfounded;  but  it  wa.s  real,  and  they  resorted  to 
the  annexation  of  Texa.s  with  a  view  to  counteract 
the  action  they  apprehended  in  another  quarter. 
When  the  thing  was  armounced  by  the  official 
organ  of  the  Government,  the  object  was  not 
cavilled  al)Out.  Look  at  thclanguage  of  Mr.  Uji- 
shurand  of  Mr.  Calhoun.  When  tliey  nnnounred 
the  formation  of  the  treaty  of  annexation  to  Mr. 
King,  and  to  Mr.  Pakenham,  and  to  Mr.  Shannon, 
officially,  as  the  organs  of  this  Government,  they 
avowetl  the  object  to  be  to  [)revent  the  aboliticm  of 
slavery  in  Texas  by  the  inlluencc  of  England,  and 
the  effect  of  such  abolition  on  slavery  here.     The 


object  was  not  disguised.  The  man  who  says  that 
such  was  not  the  design  of  that  movement,  charges 
the  organs  of  his  Government  with  deliberate  false- 
hood, or  else  is  endeavoring  to  liumbug  the  people. 
But  what  was  the  difficulty  in  this  matter?  Both 
parties  had  formerly  held,  and  uniformly  main- 
tained that  this  Government  had  no  power  to  act 
in  any  way  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  The  ques- 
tion was  not  in  which  way  Government  should  act 
upon  it,  but  whether  it  could  act  at  all.  The  peo- 
ple held  that  Government  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it  whatever. 

Now,  I  ask,  was  not  the  treaty-making  power 
of  this  Government  by  the  Texan  treaty  invoked 
to  exercise  its  powers  in  reference  to  slavery  ? 
Most  certainly  it  was.  And  those  who  were  in 
favor  of  the  treaty,  in  invoking  such  action  by  this 
Government,  took  the  very  ground  before  occu- 
pied only  by  the  extreme  abolitionists,  viz:  that 
Government  could  touch  the  subject  in  any  way. 
But  in  regard  to  that  treaty,  we  had  it  officially 
announced  that  the  power  of  the  Government  was 
exerted  to  effect  slavery.  Being  thus  driven  to 
the  wall,  the  only  question  which  remains  for  us 
is,  in  which  way  it  shall  effect  it?  There  is,  how- 
ever, but  little  question  I  presume  on  that  point. 

1  say,  that  the  annexation,  as  made,  was  uncon- 
stitutional; but  we  are  not  going,  on  that- account, 
to  dissolve  the  Union,  nor  do  I  say  that  we  are  not 
bound  by  the  act,  practically,  unconstitutional  as  it 
was.  What  I  mean  to  say  is,  that  when  once  men 
have  resolved  to  go  ahead  in  a  course  of  that  kind, 
neither  the  Constitution  nor  any  other  obstacle  can 
long  stand  in  their  way.  The  whole  question  lies 
in  a  nut-shell,  and  it  has  been  settled  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  who  have 
declared  that  when  the  treaty  power  of  this  Gov- 
ernment has  annexed  any  territory  to  tfie  Union, 
then  we  have  legislative  power  over  it,  and  not 
before.  We  may  annex  by  the  treaty-making 
power,  but  the  legislative  power  has  no  jurisdic- 
tion till  the  territory  is  actually  brought,  by  treaty, 
into  the  Union.  But  in  the  case  of  Texas,  the 
treaty  was  rejected,  and  Texas  could  not  constitu- 
tionally be  annexed  in  any  other  way. 

No  one  function  of  this  Government  lies,  at  the 
same  time,  in  two  different  branches  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. If  a  certain  function  of  Government 
belongs  to  the  treaty  power,  then  it  does  not  be- 
long to  the  legislative  power.  So  I  understand  Mr. 
Madison.  [Here  Mr.  Collamer  quoted  from  the 
writings  of  Mr.  Madison,  in  which  he  lays  down 
the  doctrine  asserted  by  Mr.  C,  viz:  that  the 
same  power  cannot  belong  to  each  of  the  depart- 
ments. The  same  specific  function  in  no  case  be- 
longs to  any  two  branches,  and  cannot  be  exercis- 
ed separately  by  each  of  them;  such  action  would 
be  unnatural  in  theory  and  dangerous  in  praotice.] 
The  annexation  (Mr.  C.  went  on  to  say)  was  at- 
tempted to  be  effected  by  treaty:  none  could  doubt 
that  this  would  have  been  constitutional;  but  if  the 
function  of  annexing  belonged  to  the  treaty  power, 
then,  according  to  Mr.  Madison,  it  could  not  be 
exercised  by  any  other  branch  of  the  Government. 
But  we  overrode  Mr.  Madison  and  the  Constitu- 
tion too,  and  made  a  contract  by  legislative  action 
which  could  only  lawfully  be  made  by  the  treaty 
power,  until  we  got  the  territory  actually  into  the 
Union,  and  so  within  legislative  jurisdiction.  It 
was  all  an  anomaly — a  gross  and  palpable  contra- 
vention of  the  Constitution. 

The  treaty  was  rejected;  and  why?  Because  it 
went  to  the  Rio  Grande?  Exactly  for  that  reason, 
the  joint  resolution  of  annexation  avoided  that  dif- 
ficulty; it  annexed  only  what  should  be  found 
properly  to  belong  to  Texas.  We  had  already 
settled,  by  the  rejection  of  the  treaty,  that  the  ter- 
ritory up  to  the  ilio  Grande  did  not  properly  be- 
long to  her.  Then  came  the  President  and  took 
military  possession  of  that  very  portion  of  terri- 
tory, the  inclusion  of  which  in  the  treaty  caused 
the  treaty  to  be  rejected.  It  was  in  possession  of 
the  Mexicans,  who  had  farms,  towns,  and  forts 
there.  That  was  possession.  There  was  no  es- 
cape from  this  statement  of  fact.  The  country  was 
taken  military  possession  of  by  our  army  under 
the  orders  of  the  President,  while  it  was  in  the  ac- 
tual possession  of  the  Mexican  people.  Mr.  C. 
insisted  that  annexation  could  only  be  made  either 
by  treaty  or  the  sword.  We  ahnexed  Texas  by 
the  sword.  He  affirmed  the  act  of  the  President 
to  be  unconstitutional.  But  to  sny  this  wtis  not  to 
say  that  tlierffine  the  war  was  unconstitutional. 
The  President  might  involve  us  in  a  war  any  day 


he  pleased;  he  had  only  to  insult  a  foreign  minis- 
ter and  refuse  to  apologize,  and  we  should  be  in  a 
war  forthwith.  We  had  for  a  long  time  a  diffi- 
culty with  Great  Britain.  If  the  President  had 
marched  an  army  to  Q,uebec,  there  would  have 
been  war  at  once,  though  the  act  of  doing  so  would 
not  have  been  constitutional;  but  this  would  not 
render  the  war  itself  unconstitutional. 

Thus  the  war  with  Mexico  was  begun,  and  it 
went  on  much  in  the  same  way.  Our  army  got 
into  a  situation  of  peril;  the  President  communi- 
cated that  fact  to  Congress,  and  said  that  war  ex- 
isted by  the  act  of  Mexico.  Then  came  the  bill 
of  supplies;  and  many  on  Mr.  C.'s  side  of  the 
House  voted  for  it.  The  question  was,  whether 
our  army  should  be  relieved;  and  they  voted  the 
bill,  notwithstanding  its  preamble,  to  effect  that 
object.  Our  army  then  crossed  the  river,  and 
pushed  into  what  none  denied  to  be  the  territory 
of  Mexico.  It  entered  Matamoros,  and  pushed 
on  to  Monterey.  More  supplies  were  voted.  Con- 
gress at  one  time  were  told  that  our  army  was  in 
danger,  and  there  was  glory  ahead;  next  we  heard 
that  the  halls  of  the  Montezumas  were  in  view; 
and  so  from  one  glorious  prospect  to  another;  yet 
all  the  while  the  Executive  was  declaring  that  he 
had  no  such  thing  as  conquest  in  view.  Well,  no 
man  could  put  his  finger  on  any  particular  act,  and 
say  this  is  conquest.  Why,  what  was  conquest .' 
It  was  the  taking  of  territory  with  a  view  to  re- 
tain it.  The  matter  was  perfectly  plain.  It  was 
true  that  at  the  last  session  and  in  the  session  pre- 
vious, Mr.  C.  had  not  been  without  his  suspicions; 
he  did  susjiect,  strongly,  that  more  was  meant  by 
the  operations  of  our  army  than  a  mere  taking  and 
temporary  holding  of  forts  and  passes.  He  saw 
expeditions  fitting  out  for  California,  with  instruc- 
tions to  take  and  to  hold  it;  so  that  if,  at  the  end  of 
the  war,  a  treaty  should  be  made  on  the  basis  of 
the  uti  possidetis,  the  United  Slates  might  retain  it 
in  their  hands.  That  arrangement  looked  to  some- 
thing more  than  our  controversy  with  Mexico;  he 
suspected  from  that  time  that  the  true  object  was 
conquest.  But  the  Executive  message  utterly  de- 
nied all  such  purpose — no  conquest  was  intended. 
And  thus  we  had  been  led  on  from  step  to  step, 
till  at  length  we  were  here.  And  what  was  our 
condition  now?  We  were  told  that  our  armies 
were  to  be  spread  all  over  Mexico,  and  all  the  capi- 
tals of  the  several  States  were  to  be  seized  and 
taken  possession  of,  and  the  General  Government 
was  to  be  kept  in  constant  agitation  without  a 
quiet  spot  to  set  its  foot  upon.  But  all  this  was 
not  to  destroy  the  nationality  of  Mexico.  Oh!  no; 
nothing  further  from  the  intention  of  the  Execu- 
tive. It  was  much  like  the  case  of  a  man  who 
should  say  to  another,  I  have  no  intention  of  kill- 
ing you;  oh!  no;  while  at  the  same  time  he  was 
firing  cannon  balls  through  his  vital  parts.  This 
profession  was  all  quibble.  We  were  taking  every 
means  in  our  power  to  destroy  her  nationality,  so 
that  there  would  be  nobody  left  in  power  to  make 
a  treaty  with;  but  we  meant  no  conquest — oh!  no, 
not  at  all. 

The  President  told  Congress  that  his  object  was 
to  obtain  indemnity;  but  there  was  evidence  that 
that  was  not  the  real  end  in  view.  He  sent  Mr. 
Trist,  who  corresponded  with  the  head  of  the 
Mexican  Government.  The  terms  of  the  treaty 
he  was  to  make  were  not  expressed  in  the  mes- 
sage. These  were  blank  in  the  agreement;  and 
when  the  Mexicans  said  that  they  were  willing  to 
accommodate  on  the  subject  of  the  boundary  line, 
as  to  whether  it  should  run  along  by  the  Nueces 
or  pass  through  the  midst  of  the  "stupendous  de- 
sert," he  said  he  would  refer  that  question  to  his 
Government.  But  there  was  a  sine  qua  non  in  the 
instructions.  They  must  surrender  to  us  the 
whole  of  New  Mexico.  This,  they  contended, 
was  more  than  we  could  pretend  to  demand  as  in- 
demnity. Oh!  yes,  replied  Mr.  Trist,  and  there- 
fore we  are  willing  to  pay  you  for  it.  They  then 
nut  to  him  a  question  which  never  was  answered: 
Is  it  worthy  of  you,  as  a  republican  and  christian 
nation,  to  compel  us  to  sell  our  country?  It  never 
could  be  answered.  It  was  manifest  that  the  Presi- 
dent's object  was  not  indemnity,  but  something 
much  beyond  it.  So  much  more  that  he  was 
ready  to  pay  for  it.  Now,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  regard- 
ed all  territorial  acquisition  made  by  treaty  at  the 
clo.se  of  a  war  as  conquest.  The  treaty  was  the 
child  of  the  war;  it  was  produced  by  the  war;  and 
what  we  get  by  the  treaty  we  get  by  the  war;  call 
it  purchase  or  whatever  else  you  like,  it  was  con- 
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quest,  and  only  conquest.  With  this  avowal  by 
the  President  of  his  intention  -virtually  to  destroy 
the  whole  country  and  annihilate  its  Government 
• — having  arrived  at  this  point  in  the  war,  the  ques- 
tion presented  itself.  What  are  we  to  do? 

The  war  had  thus  far  been  conducted  with  this 
disguised  design;  but  he  had  now  reached  the  point 
where  this  ixiasquerade  was  necessary  no  longer. 
We  had  in  Mexico  an  army,  with  general  officers 
looking  for  viceroyalties  and  governorships.  We 
had  politicians,  too,  looking  for  pests  and  places  of 
a  civil  kind;  and  we  had  a  shipping  interest  whose 
interests  were  largely  involved  in  the  transportation 
of  men  and  munitions  of  war.  And,  lastly,  we  had 
a  people  infatuated  by  the  delusion  of  military 
glory,  and  carried  away  by  the  hurrah  of  national 
fame  and  conquest.  When  the  great  and  govern- 
ing passions  of  a  people  were  once  roused  by  the 
desire  and  confident  hope  of  obtaining,  by  force  of 
arms  from  others,  that  which  by  their  own  indus- 
try they  never  could  hope  to  acquire,  we  had 
reached  a  point  where  the  statesman  must  pause 
and  inquire,  what  was  to  be  done?  Men  were 
gathered  into  large  assemblies  and  told  that  it  was 
our  duty  and  our  destiny  to  go  ahead  from  con- 
quering to  conquer,  and  whoever  dared  to  resist 
the  onward  rush  was  straightway  denounced  as  a 
traitor.  We  had  now  got  up  to  the  point  where 
there  was  no  longer  any  need  for  keeping  up  the 
thin  disguise.  The  chairman  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States — a  man 
high  in  political  station,  in  personal,  confidential 
intercourse  with  the  President — announced  in  his 
place  that  we  have  a  right  to  go  on  and  conquer 
Mexico;  that  we  have  a  right,  if  she  does  not  cede 
to  us  all  we  want,  to  take  from  her  whatever  we 
want  by  force;  and  it  was  maintained  openly  that 
this  was  a  great  Democratic  principle.  Could  it 
be  expected  of  Mr.  C.  that  he  should  seriously  and 
coolly  undertake  to  do  battle  against  a  doctrine 
such  as  this — a  doctrine  which  would  have  dis- 
graced a  barbarous  age  six  hundred  years  ago  ? 
Yes,  the  avowal  had  at  length  been  made.  Yet  it 
was  but  an  honest  and  unmasked  avowal  of  the  real 
principle  on  which  the  war  had  been  conducted 
from  the  beginning,  though  hitherto  under  some 
weak  disguise  and  various  excuses,  changing  with 
the  changing  circumstances  of  the  drama.  Now  it 
stood  naked,  without  a  veil,  in  the  open  light  of 
day,  and  Mr.  C.  had  heard  no  reproof  of  the  prin- 
ciple thus  avowed. 

Mr.  C.  really  did  not  know,  under  such  circum- 
stances, where  or  how  to  begin.  He  called  upon 
all  who  had  any  respect  to  the  memory  of  our 
forefathers,  who,  in  declaring  the  war  of  our  Inde- 
pendence, professed  to  have  a  decent  respect  to 
the  opinions  of  mankind,  and  called  upon  the  God 
of  battles  to  help  the  right.  But  here  Mr.  C.  called 
upon  all  who  loved  right,  and  loved  their  country, 
to  denounce  and  renounce  a  train  of  measures  so 
monstrous.  He  called  upon  all  who  had  any  regard 
for  justice,  or  fear  of  God,  who  was  its  living  em- 
bodiment, to  join  their  efforts  to  wipe  this  foul  stain 
from  the  hitherto  fair  name  of  our  country. 

He  would  fain  speak  with  coolness  on  every  fit 
subject  of  discussion  in  this  House,  but  he  could 
not  do  it.  The  subject  stirred  too  deeply  within 
him.  The  abhorrence,  the  indignation  he  felt  ren- 
dered coolness  impossible. 

Mr.  McKAY  here  interposed  to  explain.  The 
,  gentleman  from  Vermont  should  not  do  injustice  to 
the  member  of  another  branch  of  Congress.  The 
ground  taken  by  the  individual  to  whom  he  had 
referred  was,  that,  when  we  had  a  just  claim  against 
another  nation,  and  she  was  unable  to  pay, us  in 
money,  we  had  a  right,  if  she  refused  to  pay  us  in 
territory,  to  take  what  was  necessary  by  force. 
He  had  not  .stated  the  doctrine  so  broadly  as  the 
gentleman  represented. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  resuming,  said  that  he  had 
no  reference  to  the  explanations  which  the  gentle- 
man had  made  afterwards.  He  was  speaking  to 
the  doctrines  promulgated  at  the  time,  and  not  to 
what  he  had  afterwards  said  in  the  way  of  explain- 
ing it  away. 

The  CHAIR  here  called  Mr.  C.  to  order, 
reminding  him  that  it  was  out  of  order  to  speak  of 
what  was  said  in  a  coordinate  branch  of  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  replied  that  what  he  had 
been  commenting  upon  had  been  promulgated  in  a 
public  journal,  and  put  forth  by  the  official  report- 
er of  the  Senate.  However,  there  was  nothing 
peculiar  in  the  declarations  to  which  he  referred; 


the  only  thing  which  rendered  it  remarkable  was 
its  being  somewhat  premature.  Under  the  prin- 
ciple avowed,  the  President  had  only  to  set  up  a 
claim  against  any  foreign  nation,  no  matter  whether 
well  or  ill-founded,  and  then  he  could  take  as  much 
of  their  territory  as  he  chose  and  was  able  to  take. 
He  had  only  to  raise  a  claim,  and  then  raise  an 
army.  The  principle  covered  the  whole.  After 
the  promulgation  of  doctrine  like  this  to  our  own 
people  and  before  the  world,  Mr.  C.  hoped  there 
would  be  no  more  petty  piddling  excuses  about 
sending  troops  here  or  there,  no  more  nice  in- 
quiries into  dates;  the  broad  doctrine  was  openly 
avowed,  that  whatever  we  claimed  we  had  a  right 
by  force  to  take. 

I  will  endeavor  rapidly  to  state  some  of  the 
principles  which  I  hold  on  this  subject,  and  which 
go  to  show  clearly,  to  demonstrate  that  the  acqui- 
ring of  territory  by  force  of  arms  is  an  act  of 
dangerous  tendency,  and  ought  not  to  be  counte- 
nanced. 

In  the  first  place,  by  doing  so  we  do  violence  to 
the  first  principles  of  our  Government.  Our  Gov- 
ernment is  based  upon  the  principle  that  mankind 
are  competent  to  self-government;  therefore,  to  go 
to  a  people  and  compel  them,  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  to  come  into  our  Government,  is  a  total 
subversion  of  the  very  fundamental  principles  of 
our  Government. 

In  the  next  place,  we  have  pretended  that  we 
are  competent  to  our  own  Goverment — that  man- 
kind can  govern  their  own  passions.  What  does 
this  say  to  the  world?  Why,  that  the  republi- 
cans of  America  cannot  govern  their  own  passions; 
that  they  have  ungovernable  desires  to  take  other 
people's  property;  that  they  have  been  preying 
upon  a  weaker  neighbor,  anil  are  seriously  prepar- 
ing to  swallow  up  her  very  existence  as  a  nation. 
We  do  not  govern  ourselves,  our  own  passions,  in 
the  view  of  the_,world,  if  we  adopt  any  such  pro- 
ceeding. 

In  the  next  place,  however  much  may  have  been 
said  about  destroying  the  nationality  of  Mexico, 
we  should  destroy  our  own  nationality  by  such  an 
act.  We  shall  cease  to  be  the  people  that  we  were; 
we  cease  to  be  the  Saxon  race  Americanized — the 
people  coming  from  a  proud  intelligent  ancestry, 
capable  of  reducing  to  successful  practice  a  gov- 
ernment within  ourselves.  We  shall  take  in  seven 
or  eight  millions  of  people  in  no  way  homogene- 
ous, incapable  of  being  reduced  to  common  feel- 
ings, common  interests,  common  desires  with 
us. 

Again,  we  are  told  we  must  go  on  with  the  war, 
because  we  must  have  "  indemnity."  One  single 
word  upon  that.  What  do  the  Executive  and 
those  people  who  talk  about  it  mean  to  be  under- 
stood when  they  talk  about  "indemnity  ?"  Do  they 
expect  we  are  to  attain  dollars  and  cents  to  put  into 
the  treasury,  to  replenish  the  outlays  of  millions 
which  we  have  incurred?  Now,  what  is  there  in 
Mexico  from  which  we  can  obtain  one  single  dol- 
lar? Can  we  derive  anything  from  any  or  all  her 
lands?  I  take  it  that  nobody  supposes  we  could 
take  away  lands  which  are  now  in  the  hands  of 
individual  proprietors.  Through  the  whole  of  Mex*'- 
ico  there  is  not  an  acre  fit  for  cultivation  which  is  not 
granted  away  or  hypothecated,  and  which  has  not 
been  for  a  hundred  years.  I  know  that  gentlemen 
consider  that  this  people  are  exceedingly  hungry 
for  land.  They  say  it  runs  in  our  race.  I  know 
it  did  when  we  fought  the  Indians  for  land,  and 
drove  them  across  the  Ohio.  When  St.  Clair  was 
defeated  by  the  Indians,  and  when  our  men  return- 
ed to  bury  their  dead,  they  found  the  Indians  had 
filled  the  mouths  of  all  our  dead  men  with  earth  ! 
Whatever  may  be  the  bait  held  out  on  this  score, 
there  can  be  none  obtained;  and  I  verily  believe,  it 
appears  very  obvious,  that  a  large  part  of  those 
people  who  talk  of"  indemnity"  know  that  there 
is  no  land  from  which  a  dollar  can  be  obtained. 
Therefore  this  story  about  getting  "  indemnity" 
is  a  delusion,  a  perfect  and  groundless  delusion, 
however  hungry  our  people  may  be  for  land. 

But  it  is  said  we  must  stay  and  fight  it  out,  be- 
cause we  carmot  make  peace.  That  plea  is  equally 
false.  Was  there  not,  in  the  Trist  treaty,  an  offer 
made  by  the  Mexicans  for  peace  ?  If  you  would 
stop  this  hurigry  hankering  desire  for  conquest,  you 
could  makepeacein  thirty  days.  The  only  difficulty 
was,  then,  that  this  Government  insisted  on  the 
whole  of  New  Mexico  as  well  as  California.  The 
pretence,  therefore,  that  you  have  got  to  go  on,  and 
you  have  got  so  far  that  you  can  better  go  on  than 


go  back,  is  all  a  delusion  and  falsehood.  I  do  not 
charge  any  man  with  lying  about  it,  but  it  is  a 
perfectly  unfounded  assertion. 

The  next  objection  I  have  to  the  conquest  of 
Mexico  is,  that  I  consider,  when  the  people  are 
baited  on  by  the  desire  of  conquest  and  deluded  by 
the  idea  of  military  glory,  we  are  mortgaging  our 
own  country  for  a  debt  of  millions  and  hundreds 
of  millions.  A  yet  undisclosed  debt  is  to  be  incur- 
red in  this  war  of  conquest,  and  what  is  to  become 
of  it  ?  It  is  to  become  a  mortgage,  a  lien  on  all  the 
industry,  all  the  results  of  industry,  all  the  lands, 
and  all  the  property  of  this  country,  for  a  succes- 
sion of  generations  to  come. 

My  next  objection  is,  if  the  laws  of  nations  are 
not  to  be  utterly  overridden  and  treated  as  mere 
moonshine,  as  our  Constitution  is  too  often  treated — 
if  any  respect  is  to  be  had  to  the  opinions  of  mankind, 
and  the  laws  of  mankind — if  we  conquer  Mexico, 
we  must  take  all  her  debt  with  her.  I  do  not  un- 
dertake to  say  it  will  ever  be  paid;  I  do  not  under- 
take to  say  how  rife  repudiation  will  ever  become; 
but  this  I  know,  if  the  laws  of  nations  are  to  be 
regarded,  every  dollar  is  to  be  paid.  I  carfnot  stop 
to  read  authorities  on  this  point;  but  I  refer  gentle- 
men to  Vattel,  book  2,  section  203;  in  which,  after 
treating  of  this  subject  at  some  length,  he  says: 
"  For  a  conqueror  to  refuse  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
'  country  which  he  has  subdued,  would  be  robbing 
'  the  creditor  with  whom  he  is  not  at  war." 

Do  you  not  perceive,  in  all  the  orders  given  to 
our  commanding  officers,  they  are  required  careful- 
ly to  avoid  touching  foreign  property?  Well,  who 
owns  this  debt  against  Mexico?  England,  France, 
and  other  nations  besides  ours — I  do  not  know 
how  many  uncounted  millions.  Therefore,  when 
you  conquer  the  territory,  you  incur  the  debt;  you 
are  to  count  up  your  own  millions  with  the  millions 
which  Mexico  owes  too.  All  this  would  have  to 
be  paid  if  you  do  not  utterly  override  the  laws  of 
nations. 

Another  reason  which  is  assigned  why  the  army 
should  not  come  home  is,  that  we  should  incur 
national  disgrace  and  national  dishonor.  I  do  not 
profess  to  be  quite  as  nice  a  judge  of  honor  as 
many  men,  not  being  very  well  versed  in  the  pecu- 
liar principles  of  what  is  called  the  code  of  honor. 
I  know  something  about  the  laws  of  common  hon- 
esty, and  I  take  it  that  whatever  is  national  honesty 
is  consistent  with  national  honor.  I  once  heard 
a  man  remark,  that  he  never  knew  a  person  appeal 
to  his  honor  but  he  had  used  vp  liis  honesty.  I  think 
there  is  considerable  foundation  for  the  remark; 
and  my  idea  is,  that  whatever  can  be  done  with 
honesty  can  be  done  with  honor. 

The  question  then  is.  Can  we  honestly  come 
home?  "  Oh  !  but  somebody  will  say  something 
about  your  running  away."  Is  it  possible  that, 
after  these  repeated  successful  battles,  anybody 
will  charge  us  with  running  away  ?  Is  it  necessary 
that,  after  you  have  your  adversary  down,  you 
should  keep  your  foot  on  his  neck  and  strip  him, 
and  take  your  pay  in  his  clothes?  If  that  is  honor, 
it  belongs  to  some  code  with  which  I  am  not  ac- 
quainted. .No,  it  is  national  honor  and  national 
magnanimity  to  come  home.  Wehavedone  enough 
and  more  than  enough. 

But  it  is  said  it  is  our  "  destiny"  to  go.  Why, 
it  seems  to  me,  if  such  a  thing  is  destined  to  be  done, 
it  does  not  require  much  aid  from  us.  If  I  am  (/e,s- 
tined  to  have  my  neighbor's  horse,  am  I  therefore 
destined  to  go  and  steal  him?  It  seems  to  me,  I 
would  let  "  destiny"  work,  and  I  should  get  him 
honestly  by-and-by.  This  plea  of"  manifest  des- 
tiny" was  first  avowed  in  this  House  in  reference 
to  the  Oregon  question  by  a  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  Baker.]  At  that  time  it  produced  general 
laughter;  it  was  matter  of  general  derision  through 
the  House.  Now  it  is  adopted  as  one  of  the  po- 
pular issues  of  party!  It  was  our  "  destiny"  to 
go  up  to  54°  40'.  Well,  the  President  settled  the 
question  upon  a  line  some  five  degrees  lower,  and 
did  not  the  people  acquiesce? 

But  it  is  said,  in  behalf  of  the  conquest,  that 
thereby  we  should  do  good  to  the  people  of  Mc-'^-^ 
ico  !  A  doctrine  of  this  kind  was  the  doctrine  of 
the  crusades;  it  is  the  very  doctrine  with  which 
Cortez  disgraced  the  cWisiianized  world  when  he 
overrun  Mexico  before.  It  is  the  plea  which  has 
been  at  the  foundation  of  every  conquest  and  cru- 
sade which  has  disgraced  the  world.  It  will  not 
do  for  a  people  to  adopt  the  idea  that  their  institu- 
tions are  better  than  any  boily's  else,  and  undertake 
to  force  them  upon  others  at  the  point  of  the  bay- 
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onet;  much  less  does  it  become  the  people  of  the 
United  States. 

The  hour  here  expired,  and  Mr.  COBB  obtained 
the  floor,  and,  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred : 

By  Mr.  H.-VR.-VLSON  :  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Heard,  Carroll,  and  Piuililing  counties,  in  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, praying  llie  estiiblishmeiit  of  certain  mail  routes  tiierein 
named. 

By  Mr.  KENNON  :  The  petition  of  G.  D.  Kinnear  and  BO 
others,  citizens  of  Belmont  county,  Ohio,  praying  a  propor- 
tionate reduction  of  postage  on  all  iiew.-papers  not  containing 
more  than  rtve  hundred  square  inches  in  size. 

By  Mr.  POLLOCK:  'I'he  petitiMii  of  Jane  Lynn,  of  Union 
county,  Penn.-ivlvania,  widow  of  a  revolutionary  soldier,  i)ray- 
iny  for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  LUMPKIN  :  The  petition  of  Willian  Fuller,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  mail  services  on  the  mail  route  from 
Augusta  to  Savannah,  in  the  State  of  Georgia. 

by  .Mr.  DlCiClNSON:  The  petition  of  Eli  Dresbach  and 
140  others,  citizens  of  Seneca  county,  Ohio,  praying  Congress 
to  carry  into  ert'ect  the  provisions  of  the  Brownstown  treaty 
and  of  the  several  act-*  of  Congress  relating  to  the  construc- 
tion of  a  road  southerly  from  Lower  Sandusky,  Ohio.  Also, 
petitions  from  citizens  of  Wyandot  county,  relating  to  the 
same  subject.  Also,  petitions  from  citizens  of  Sandusky  coun- 
ty, relating  to  the  same  subject. 

By  Mr.  THO.MPSOiV,  of  Indiana:  A  memorial  from  the 
trustees  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  in  Indiana,  praying 
for  the  passage  of  a  law  to  confirm  to  the  State  of  Indiana 
the  selection  of  lands  heretofore  made  by  connnissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  State,  under  the  act  of  Congress  granting  to 
the  State  certain  hinds  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  said  canal. 

By  iMr.  GIUUJN'GS:  The  petition  of  R.  P.  Harrison  and 
13  olhi:rs,  citizens  of  Kirlland,  Ohio,  for  releasing  the  free 
States  from  all  ^u|lport  of  slavery.  Also,  the  petition  of  G.  W. 
St.  John  and  liJ  others,  citizens  of  Morgan,  Ohio,  for  closing 
the  war  with  iMe.\ico  by  withdrawing  the  army.  Also,  re- 
solutions of  a  meeting  at  Taneytown,  Pennsj  Ivania.  Also, 
the  petition  of  Isaac  liaynesand  lU3others,  citizens  of  Ohio, 
for  a  reduction  of  postage.  Also,  the  petition  of  David  Jack- 
son and  137  others,  citizens  of  Ohio,  that  no  more  supplies 
may  be  given  to  carry  on  the  war  wixh  Mexico.  Also,  the 
petition  of  David  Jackson  and  1-27  others,  citizens  of  Ohio, 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  tl>e  District  of  Columbia. 

By  Mr.  CROWELL  :  'I'he  petition  of  S.  M.Prentiss  and 
otht'rs,  citizens  of  Portage  county,  Ohio,  praying  the  reduc- 
tion of  postage  one-half  on  all  papers  containing  not  more 
than  five  hundred  square  inches. 

By  .Mr.  T.  BUTLER  KING :  The  petition  of  the  Central 
Railroad  and  Banking  Company  of  Georgia,  pra3  ing  that  cer- 
tain bonds  given  by  said  company  lor  duties  on  railroad  iron 
may  be  cancilled. 

By  .Mr.  IIA.MPTON,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  petition  of 
citizens  of  Alleghany  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the 
reduction  and  equalization  of  postage  on  juvenile  publica- 
tions. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  February  1,  1848. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  that 
Rouse's  Point  may  be  made  a  port  of  entry;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  a  petition  fi-om  citizens 
of  the  parisli  of  JN^atchitoches,  Louisiana,  praying 
the  confirmation  of  their  land  titles  in  that  State; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  a  part  of  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  to  grant  pre- 
emption rights."  The  bill  having  been  read  a  first 
time — 

Mr.  DOWNS  expressed  a  wish  that  the  bill 
might  now  have  its  second  reading. 

Mr.  PHELPS  expres.sed  his  regret  that  thei-e 
was  a  dispo.sition  to  press  a  bill  of  such  importance 
through  liic  Senate.  He  desired  time  to  exaininc 
its  provisions,  and  was  therefore  reluctantly  com- 
pelled to  object  to  its  second  reading  at  this  time. 

Mr.  M.\NGUM,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  asked  that  the  Committee  be  dis- 
charged from  tlic  farther  consideration  of  the  me- 
morial of  the  New  Garden  Monthly  Meeting  of 
Friends,  asking  the  termination  of  the  war  with 
Mexico,  the  withdrawal  of  our  troops,  &c.,  and 
that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HENTON, 
"  Rctolved,  That  the  Military  Committee,  to  which  has 
been  referred  the  petition  of  John  (,'harles  Fremont,  in  rela- 
tion to  California  claim."  on  the  Government  of  the  Unilrd 
States,  be  antliorized  and  directed  to  take  tCHlimony,  writ- 
ten anil  oral,  in  regard  to  fiaid  claiins,  and,  for  that  purpose, 
to  Kuminon  witneHses  now  in  or  near  the  city  of  VVaHliing- 
ton,  and  to  ndminister  oaths  to  said  witnesses,  and  take 
their  teniimony  in  writing,  and  that  the  committee  have 
eavc  to  employ  a  clerk. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  ASHLEY, 

Resolvcil,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  inslructwl  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  po.-t  route  from  Powhatan,  in  L-iwrence 
county,  Arkansas,  via  Walcott,  to  Willis,  in  Greene  county, 
in  said  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  incjuire  what  lesi.-lation  (if  any)  is  necessary  for 
the  disposal  of  the  lands  lying  upon  the  Illinois  river,  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  and  known  as  the  "  lost  lands,"  and  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  inform  the  Senate  what  quantity  of  the  public  lands  lying 
in  the  State  of  Illinois  h.as  been  granted  for  military  boun- 
ties since  the  1st  day  of  January,  1619;  the  price  at  which 
they  were  held  by  the  United  States  ;  when  granted ;  and 
also  the  quantity  relinquished  to  the  United  States  under 
the  operation  of  the  act  of  24th  of  April,  1820. 

The  resolutions  submitted  some  days  since  by 
Mr.  Bagby,  relative  to  the  powers  of  the  General 
Government,  were  taken  up  in  their  order,  when 

Mr.  BAGBY  stated  that  he  had  no  intention  to 
ask  the  Senate  to  consider  the  resolutions  at  this 
time.  He  was  de.sirous  that  the  important  bill 
now  before  the  Senate  should  be  first  disposed  of. 
He  would  thei-efore  move  that  the  resolutions  be 
informally  passed  over,  until  that  business  be  ter- 
minated, when  he  would  call  them  up  for  consid- 
eration. 

The  resolutions  were  then  informally  passed 
over. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  on  Friday, 
the  28th  of  January,  by  Mr.  Miller,  was  taken 
up  and  adopted: 

Reiolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  Senate  whether  he  has  caused  to  be 
laid  and  collected  any  ta.\es,  duties,  or  imposts,  upon  goods 
and  merchandise  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
exported  by  such  citizens  from  the  United  States  to  Mexico  ; 
and,  if  so,  what  is  the  rate  of  such  duties,  and  what  amount 
has  been  collected  ;  and,  also,  by  what  authority  of  law  the 
same  have  been  levied  and  collected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUSK,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  allow  further 
time  for  satisfying  claims  for  bounty  lands  for 
military  services  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  RUSK  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out,  in  the  8th  line  of  the  1st  section,  the  words,  "in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution  or." 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said,  that  having  intro- 
duced the  bill,  he  would  make  a  single  remark  in 
reference  to  the  ainendment.  He  did  not  know 
that  there  was  any  revolutionary  soldiers  who.se 
claims  for  military  bounty  land  were  unsettled.  In 
drafting  the  bill,  however,  he  had  inserted  a  pro- 
vision for  their  benefit  in  case  there  should  be  any 
left.  There  were  some  nine  hundred  soldiers  of 
the  last  war  who  had  claims  to  bounty  lands  which 
wei-e  still  unsatisfied.  His  friend  on  the  right  [Mr. 
Rusk]  had  information  from  the  proper  depart- 
ment on  the  subject,  and  it  might  be  that  these 
were  all  the  claims  which  wei'e  yet  to  be  adjusted. 
He  believed  that  the  amendment  had  been  submit- 
ted in  oi-der  to  retnove  the  apprehensions  of  some 
friends  over  the  way  lest  the  bill  might  otherwise 
open  the  door  to  the  unsatisfied  Virginia  military 
land  warrants.  The  bill  had  nothing  to  do  with 
that  subject,  which  it  did  not  at  all  look  to  or  em- 
brace. That  subject  would  come  up  for  considei'a- 
tion,  when  he  should  report  a  bill,  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  which  he  had  given  notice.  He  would 
again  express  the  hope  that  the  amendment  would 
be  withdrawn,  lest  there  might  be  a  single  i-evolu- 
tionary  soldier  left  who  was  entitled  to  military 
bounty  land  who  could  receive  it  only  because  his 
claims  were  manifest  by  the  records  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  who  would  be  entitled  only  to  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  if  he  should  successfully  estab- 
lish his  claim.  It  seemed  to  him,  therefore,  to  be 
better  to  allow  the  clause  in  the  bill  to  remain.  It 
was  inserted  in  former  laws  on  the  subject,  and  he 
did  not  see  any  necessity  to  strike  it  out  in  the  bill 
now  before  the  Senate.  He  added ,  that  he  deemed 
it  proper  to  make  this  explanation  without  having 
any  very  decided  feeling  one  way  or  the  other  with 
regard  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  RUSK  said,  that  the  only  object  he  had  in 
view  in  offering  the  amendment  was  to  obviate  the 
objections  raised  the  other  day  against  the  bill, 
that  it  might  open  the  door  to  the  claims  of  revo- 
lutionary soldiers.  He  did  not  know  whether  there 
were  any  such  claims  in  existence.  This  was  sim- 
ply a  renewal  of  the  law  which  expired  in  July 
last.  However,  he  presumed  that  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  after  the  explanation  of  the  gentleman 


who  had  reported  the  bill, 'and  therefore  he  would 
not  press  the  amendment. 

Mr.  PHELPS  had  designed  to  offer  the  same 
amendment  which  had  been  subinitted  by  the 
Senator  from  Te.xas,  and  he  hoped  that  it  would 
not  be  withdi-awn.  If  there  were  no  revolutionary 
claims,  as  had  been  stated,  he  did  not  see  the 
necessity  for  retaining  the  clause  in  the  bill  which 
the  amendment  proposed  to  strike  out.  It  was 
useless,  and  therefore,  on  the  very  supposition  that 
there  was  no  case  to  be  pi-ovided  for,  the  clause 
was  clearly  unnecessary.  But  the  bill,  as  he 
understood  it,  admitted  of  a  construction  which 
would  allow  a  vast  amount  of  those  claims  for  land 
bounties,  hitherto  the  subject  of  so  much  discus- 
sion in  both  branches  of  Congress.  His  oljjection 
to  the  bill  was,  that  it  admitted  of  a  construction 
which  would  again  open  the  door  for  all  the  Vir- 
ginia claims.  To  avoid  that  constructioii,  which 
it  seemed  was  not  contemplated  by  the  gentleman 
who  reported  it,  he  would  desire  to  see  the  amend- 
ment made. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  hoped  that  the  bill  would 
be  amended  as  was  desired;  but  he  assured  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  that  if  the  bill  were  suscep- 
tible of  the  construction  which  he  had  described, 
former  bills  were  liable  to  the  same  objection. 
Each  renewal  of  the  law  had  been  open  to  the 
same  objection.  The  Senator  was  mistaken  on 
the  subject.  The  bill  as  it  stood  only  related  to 
the  bounties  which  it  proposed  to  give  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  army, 
upon  the  continental  establishment,  and  had  noth- 
ing whatever  to  do  with  the  promise  of  bounties 
made  by  the  Legislature  of  Virginia.  But  lesi  any 
difficulty  should  arise  from  the  retention  of  the 
clause  to  which  objection  was  made,  he  hoped  that 
the  amendment  would  be  agreed  to,  so  that  the  bill 
might  at  once  pass,  and  these  nine  hundred  soldiers 
of  the  late  war  receive  the  bounties  to  which  they 
were  entitled. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  regu- 
late the  exercise  of  the  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  as  amended  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives;  when  the  further  considei-ation  was 
postponed,  and  the.  amendments  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WESTCOTT,the  prior  orders 
were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  to  provide  for  additional  examining 
clerks  in  the  Patent  Oflice,  and  for  additional  fees 
in  certain  cases,  as  in  Cominiltee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  LEWIS  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  after 
theenactingclause,and  to  insert  the  printed  amend- 
ment which  he  sent  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana.  What  is  the 
amendment.' 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  explained,  that  the  amend- 
ment was  simply  a  substitution  of  the  bill  passed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  which  was  con- 
sidei-ed  as  more  satisfactory  than  the  bill  which 
had  originated  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana.  I  arn  in  favor 
of  the  Flouse  bill. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended.  The  amend- 
ment having  been  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

[This  bill  provides  for  two  additional  examiners  in  the 
Patent  Office,  at  .salaries  of  $2,.')00,and  two  additional  assist- 
ant examiners,  at  salaries  of,«!l,. 500  per  annum,  and  for  three 
clerks  at  .■{j;l,200  each  per  annum.] 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  said  that  he  thought 
it  respectful  to  the  Senate  to  give  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  be  absent  from  the  city  for  some  days. 
He  made  this  statement,  in  order  that  Senators 
might  be  prepared  to  go  into  an  election  for  a 
President  pro  tern,  at  their  meeting  to-morrow 
morning. 

THE    TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  military 
force. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  addressed  the  Senate  at  great 
length.  (A  full  report  of  Mr.  D.'s  speech  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix. j 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HELL, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


1848. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


285 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  February  2,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  RHETT  said  that  yesterday,  unconscious 
of  offence  to  any  one,  he  was  absent  from  his  seat, 
preparing  the  speech  he  delivered  last  week  for 
the  press,  and  tlierefore  had  not  the  opportunity 
of  correcting  at  the  time  they  were  made  several 
misconceptions  and  perversions  (unintentional,  no 
doubt)  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Gog- 
gin.]  His  first  misstatement — that  which  in  real- 
ity is  the  cause  of  his  heat  and  personalities — is  as 
follows: 

"  Was  it  for  that  gentleman  to  say  to  the  Whigs  of  that 
House  that  nine  out  often  of  them  were  the  very  men  who 
prohns^ed  the  war?  Mr.  G.  never  had  heard  such  a  charge 
hroH!jht.  by  either  side  in  a  political  contest  before — to  brand 
a  whole  party,  and  that  in  time  of  wiir,  witii  gm«g  «irf  and 
comfort  lo  the  enemies  of  their  country,  .md  prolon«in^  the 
very  war  they  continually  denounced"!  Who  commissioned 
that  gentleman  to  come  here  and  read  to  the  members  of 
this  House  lectures  on  political  morals  and  regard  for  the 
Constitution?" 

Now,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  I  said  nothing  whatever 
in  my  speech  about  the  Whig  party  "giving  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  enemies  of  their  country."  I 
did  not  charge  them  with  "prolonging  the  war." 
What  I  said  was  this:  that  nine-tenths  of  them 
(and  this  expression,  he  admitted,  was  entirely  too 
strong)  would  be  very  sorry  to  hear  to-morrow 
that  a  peace  was  concluded,  and  that  they  were 
very  willing  that  the  war  should  continue  until 
the  next  Presidential  election,  although  they  de- 
nounced it.  And,  sir,  I  assigned  my  reasons  for 
this  opinion.  They  looked  to  the  war  as  the 
grand  lever  for  lifting  them  to  power  in  the  next 
Presidential  campaign.  He  had  not  expressed 
that  opinion  lightly;  he  had  said  so  because  he 
believed  it.  Nor  did  this  imply  any  charge  of  a 
want  of  patriotism  on  their  part.  Why  might  not 
the  Whig  party 

Here  Mr.  T.  BUTLER  KING  called  Mr. 
Rhett  to  order.  The  gentleman  had  asked  leave 
to  make  a  personal  explanation;  but,  instead  of 
doing  this,  he  was  going  into  an  elaborate  statement 
of  reasons  in  vindication  of  a  former  speech,  and 
explaining  why  he  had  brought  certain  charges 
on  the  Whig  party. 

The  CHAIR  replied  to  Mr.  King,  that  it  was 
rot  competent  for  the  Chair  to  decide  what  a  gen- 
tleman might  think  necessary  to  a  personal  expla- 
nation. The  House  had  unanimously  given  per- 
mission to  the  gentleman  to  explain,  and  the  Chair 
could  not  interfere. 

Mr.  KING  thought  that  if  gentlemen,  when 
allowed  by  the  courtesy  of  the  House  to  make 
personal  explanations,  abused  that  courtesy  by 
going  into  attacks  on  political  opponents,  they 
ought  to  be  stopped. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  moved  that  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  have  leave  to  proceed. 

Mr.  T.  B.  KING.  To  proceed  in  order,  not 
out  of  order. 

The  CHAIR  ruled  that  Mr.  R.  might  proceed. 

Mr.  RHETT  said  he  had  no  wish  to  be  out  of 
order;  he  had  been  explaining  that  in  making  cer- 
tain charges  on  the  Whig  party,  he  had  spoken 
only  what  he  believed;  but  that  he  had  by  no  means 
intended  to  charge  on  his  political  opponents  any 
want  of  patriotism  or  fidelity  to  their  own  princi- 
ples. And  in  saying  this,  it  did  not  follow  that  he 
put  any  "  brand"  on  the  Whig  party.  They  may 
conscientiously  believe  that  the  Mexican  war,  for 
the  next  six  months,  was  a  far  less  evil  than  the 
continued  ascendency  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Many,  too,  may  be  of  opinioii  that  the  debt  which 
the  war  must  create  will  be  of  greater  benefit  to  the 
country,  from  the  protection  it  will  afford  to  our 
manufacturing  interest,  by  the  increased  duty  on 
imports  it  will  requiie,  than  the  direct  evils  of  the 
war  itself.  But  even  had  he  asserted  what  the  gen- 
tleman charges  he  did,  "  that  the  Whig  party  was 
in  favor  of  prolonf^int^  the  toar,"  it  would  have  been 
nothing  to  be  offended  at;  it  would  not  have  been 
without  justification.  Here,  wliere  the  supplies 
must  originate,  the  Wfiig  party  have  a  majority, 
and  can,  therefore,  by  declaring  their  determina- 
tion to  refuse  tlje  supplies,  stop  the  war  at  once. 
Congress  has  been  in  session  two  months,  and  they 
hav»not  done  this.  More  than  this,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  entirely  under  their  con- 
trol, has  reported  a  loan  bill  of  eighteen  millions 
of  dollars  to  this  House.     If  they  will  not  stop  the 


war  when  they  can  at  any  day,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, propose  the  supplies,  is  it  an  exceptionable 
charge  that  they  are  willing  it  should  continue  or 
be  prolonged  ? 

The  next  error  of  statement  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  is  as  follows: 

"That  gentleman  had  been  too  recently  initiated  into  the 
secrets  of  the  Cabinet  to  learn  his  own  lesson;  and  yet  he 
came  to  talk  to  members  of  that  House  about  the  powers 
and  prerogatives  of  the  President,  and  based  his  entire 
speech  on  the  doctrine  that  the  Executive  had  a  right  to 
withhold  from  the  people  and  the  people's  representatives 
all  knowledge  of  the  ends  and  purposes  for  which  he  had 
begun,  or  was  still  prosecuting,  the  existing  war." 

This  basis  of  his  entire  speech,  Mr.  R.  said,  he 
had  unfortunately  never  heard  of  before.  He 
knew  of  no  call  upon  the  Executive  to  communi- 
cate to  this  House  "  the  ends  and  purposes  for 
which  he  had  begun,  or  was  still  prosecuting,  the 
existing  war."  'That  point,  therefore,  had  never, 
to  his  knowledge,  been  made  in  the  debate,  or  in 
the  House.  There  had  been  a  call  upon  the  Presi- 
dent to  communicate  to  this  Flouse  the  instructions 
given  by  the  President  to  Mr.  Slidell  in  his  mis- 
sion to  Mexico.  To  that  point  he  had  spoken, 
and  had  contended  that  the  President  had  a  right 
to  withhold  the  information  the  Flouse  required; 
but  even  this  point  was  by  no  means  the  basis  of 
his  speech.  It  formed  but  a  part — one  only  of 
many  other  false  positions  assumed  in  the  debate 
which  he  controverted. 

The  next  error  is  no  better  than  those  he  had 
already  noticed : 

"The  gentleman  had  said,  'So  help  him  God,  if  he  be- 
lieved the  President  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  i^onstitution, 
he  would  vote  to  impeach  him  to-morrow.'  Could  not  the 
gentleman  see,  even  from  his  own  case,  that  a  man  migiit 
attempt  the  grosest  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  his  coun- 
try, and  yet  not  even  be  arrested?  Why  had  lie  not  im- 
peached General  Jackson?  There  had  been  a  Democratic 
majority  at  tlie  tune  in  the  House,  yet  they  never  voted  an 
impeachment." 

The  charge  here  is  that  my  professions  are  not 
honest,  because,  being  in  Congress,  I  did  not  carry 
them  out  with  respect  to  General  Jackson.  With- 
out saying  anything  with  respect  to  General  Jack- 
son, who  only  carried  out  laws  which  Congress 
had  passed,  it  is  enough  to  repel  the  charge  of 
inconsistency,  for  me  to  state  that  I  was  not  a 
member  of  Congress  during  any  part  of  General 
Jackson's  administration. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  further  says: 
"  At  the  last  session,  that  gentleman  had  voted  with  the 
Whigs  against  the  insertion  of  the  preamble  in  the  bill  of 
supplies  which  declared  that  this  war  existed  by  the  act  of 
Mexico.  *  *  *  When  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina got  up  here  and  charged  the  Whigs  with  prolonging  this 
war,  and  yet  had  refused  to  say  the  war  was  begun  by  Mex- 
ico, what  were  the  inferences  to  be  drawn  I'rom  this  vote  ? 
Somebody,  surely,  must  have  eominenced  the  war ;  tlie  gen- 
tleman refused  to  declare  that  it  was  the  Mexicans  ;  then  it 
must  have  been  somebody  in  the  United  States.  It  was  not 
Congress;  who,  then,  was  it?" 

Sir,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  refused  to  vote  that  Mexico 
"  begun  the  war,'''  as  I  have  refused  here  to  vote 
that  the  President  "  begunthe  war."  Both  of  these 
positions,  I  have  argued,  were  erroneous;  "and  a 
large  portion  of  my  speech  (to  which  the  gentle- 
man seems  so  carefully  to  have  attended)  was  de- 
voted to  establish  the  proposition  that  Congress 
alone,  under  the  Constitution, can  begin  or  declare 
war,  and  that  by  the  act  of  May,  1846,  Congress 
did  declare  and  begin  the  war. 
Again,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  says  : 
"  The  gentleman  hail  stood  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  the 
Whigs  in  declaring  that  it  was  not  begun  by  Mexico  ;  and 
yet,  in  five  minutes  after  giving  thatvote,  had  voted  the  sup- 
ply bill  with  the  preamble  in  its  front,  thereby  voting  in 
direct  and  open  contradiction  of  his  own  speech.  Now, 
when  a  gentleman  of  this  sort  charged  inconsistency  on  the 
Whigs,  it  would  perhaps  be  as  well  he  should  look  first  at 
his  own." 

Mr.  R.  said  that  if  he  had  been  guilty  of  incon- 
sistency, he  shared  it  with  the  whole  Whig  party 
in  the  last  Congress,  with  but  a  very  few  excep- 
tions. But,  in  truth,  thei-e  was  no  inconsistency 
at  all.  Everybody  knows  that  a  preamble  is  no, 
part  of  a  law.  He  had  voted  against  an  incorrect 
preamble;  and,  when  he  voted  for  the  law,  he 
voted  for  all  in  it  that  constituted  the  law,  which 
did  not  include  the  preamble.  So  far  as  the  law 
was  concerned,  the  preamble  was  noticing  but  a 
little  blacking  on  paper.  He  should  always  deem 
it  his  duty  to  vote  for  any  law  he  approved  of,  in 
spite  of  any  preambles. 

The  last  matter  he  would  notice  was  not"  per- 
sonal as  regards  his  argument,  but  personal  as 
regards  his  conduct.  The  gentleman  had  quoted 
from  a  speech  delivered   by  hiin   (Mr.  R.)   m  the 


South   Carolina  Convention  which  repealed   the 
ordinance  of  nullification: 

"  Had  the  gentleman  been  himself  such  a  devoted  friend 
to  the  Constitution,  such  an  attached  admirer  and  lover  of 
this  Union?  Let  any  one  listen  for  a  moment  lo  the  lan- 
guage he  had  used  in  the  South  Carolina  Convention  in 
March,  1833 :  '  I  cannot  palter  with  conscience  or  play  the 
'hypocrite;  nor  can  Carolina,  consistently  with  her  honor 
'  or  truth,  dissemble  as  to  her  true  situation.  I  boldly  de- 
'  Clare  it,  (and  I  believe  I  express  the  feelings  of  the  freemen 
'I  represent,)  under  the  Government  as  administered, //laue 
^  no  ardent  attachment  to  the  Union  of  these  States.' 
And  yet  that  was  the  gentleman  who  stood  up  here  and  de- 
nounced the  whole  Whig  party  as  guilty  of  prolonging  this 
war!  Whence,  Mr.  G.  would  again  ask,  had  that  gentleman 
his  authority?  Did  he  get  it  from  his  own  consistency,  pru- 
dence, loyalty  to  the  Constitution,  and  love  to  this  Union? 
Hear  him  again  :  'No;  for  here  is  the  bill  of  blood  by 
'which  the  little  of  the  Constitution  that  was  left  is  scat- 
'  tercd  to  the  winds;  and  the  sword  and  the  purse  of  the 
'  Confederacy  are  placed  in  the  hands  of  an  insolent  and 
'  brutal  dictator.' " 

The  gentleman  seemed  to  regard  this  as  a  great 
outrage  against  the  Constitution  and  the  Union,  so 
much  so  as  to  render  any  man  who  had  been  guilty 
of  it  for  ever  after  incapable  of  speaking  about 
either  the  Constitution  or  the  Union.  Sir,  said  Mr. 
R.,  we,  in  South  Carolina,  as  consicentiously  be- 
lieved, in  that  day,  that  we  were  upholding  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  as  those  opposed 
to  us. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  here  called 
Mr.  R.  to  order,  and  objected  to  his  proceeding. 
This  was  not  a  personal  explanation;  it  was  the 
commencement  of  a  discussion  on  the  subject  of 
nullification. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  gentleman  was  speak- 
ing under  the  unanimous  permission  of  the  House. 
There  was  no  question  before  the  House,  and 
therefore  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  could  not 
be  objected  to  as  irrelevant.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  received  unlimited  permission 
to  say  whatever  he  might  deem  necessary  to  a  per- 
sonal explanation,  with  this  only  restriction,  that 
of  avoiding  personalities  in  debate.  It  seemed, 
therefore,  to  the  Chair,  that  as  the  gentleman  was 
invading  no  rule  of  the  House,  (all  rules  being  sus- 
pended,} it  had  no  power  to  interpose  to  arrest  the 
gentleman's  course  of  remark.  He  ruled  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  took  an  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  required  Mr.  Rockwell  to 
reduce  his  appeal  to  writing;  which  he  was  pro- 
ceeding to  do,  when — 

Mr.  RHETT  said,  that  if  he  had  been  right  be- 
fore, he  certainly  must  be  right  now;  for  he  had 
just  got  to  the  real  point,  and  he  submitted  whether 
in  such  a  state  of  things  an  appeal  could  lie  ? 

Mr.  BURT  said,  he  trusted  the  gentleman  would 
save  the  House  the  question  by  consenting  to  with- 
draw the  appeal. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  said,  he  had  no  objection  to 
do  so  if  the  gentleman  would  confine  himself,  in 
his  further  remarks,  to  what  was  strictly  personal. 
He  thereupon  withdrew  the  appeal. 

Mr.  RHETT  then  resumed.  I  was  observing, 
that  so  far  from  being  violators  of  the  Constitution, 
on  the  contrary,  after  the  proclamation  of  Presi- 
dent Jackson,  we  considered  ourselves  as  alone 
carrying  the  ark  of  the  Constitution.  And  I  do 
not  doubt,  if  the  gentleman  from  Vii-ginia  had  been 
in  a, similar  situation,  he  would  have  used  lan- 
guage at  least  as  strong  as  that  which  he  correctly 
says  I  used  towards  the  Union.  As  he  has  spoken 
of  the  "  immortal  resolutions  of  1798,"  I  must  pre- 
sume he  would  have  been  with  the  Republicans  of 
Virginia  in  the  eventful  struggle  by  that  great  State 
against  the  alien  and  sedition  laws. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  here  interposed  to  explain,  and 
said,  that  he  was  not  correctly  represented  in  this 
part  of  the  report  of  his  remarks.  He  had  not 
spoken  of  the  resolutions  of  1798,  but  of  the  great 
Whig  party  of  1848. 

Mr.  RHETT.  Well,  sir,  it  will  be  no  shame 
to  him  to  suppose  that  he  would  have  been  with 
his  native  State  in  her  resistance  to  that  first  great 
aggression  on  the  Constitution  and  the  rights  of 
the  Slates. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  here  interposed.  It 
was  important,  he  said,  that  the  House  should  de- 
cide what  were  and  what  were  not  the  rights  of 
members  of  the  House  when  allowed  to  make  per- 
sonal explanations  here.  He  would  therefore  raise 
a  ]ioint  of  order  as  to  the  gentleman's  further  pro- 
ceeding, and  would  reduce  it  to  writing. 

He  did  so,  and  his  point  of  order  was  read  at 
the  Clerk's  table.     It  wa.s,  in  substance,  that  the 
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gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  having  been  al- 
lowed by  the  unanimous  permission  of  the  House 
to  make  a  personal  explanation,  had  no  right  to 
extend  his  remarks  beyond  what  was  strictly  per- 
sona! to  himself,  and  to  go  into  an  answer  to  the 
speech   of    the   gentleman   from   Virginia,    [Mr. 

GOGGIN.] 

The  CHAIR  said  that  this  was  an  abstract 
point  of  order,  and,  if  it  even  should  be  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  would  still  leave  the  question 
whether  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
RuETTJ  was  departing  from  what  was  personal, 
and  going  into  a  leply  to  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. This  question  the  Chair  did  not  feel  itself 
authorized  to  decide. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Has  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  a  right,  then,  to  make  a  speech  of  an 
hour  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  un- 
der the  pretext  of  making  a  personal  explanation.' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  made  no  such 
decision. 

Mr.  SMITH  then  said  he  would  modify  his 
question  of  order. 

The  CHAIR  remarked,  that  permissions  to 
make  personal  explanations  always  had  been 
abused.  (He  did  not  say  that  they  had  or  had 
not  in  the  present  case.)  The  only  remedy  for 
the  evil  would  be  for  the  House  to  make  some 
specific  rule  for  that  end.  There  being  none  such 
at  present,  the  Chair  ruled  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  SMITH  modified  his  point  of  order  so  as 
to  declare  that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
abused  the  courtesy  of  the  House  by  explaining 
and  defending  positions  taken  by  him  in  a  former 
speech  made  in  the  House;  and  he  took  an  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  specifies  no 
particular  remarks  as  being  out  of  order. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  to  lay  the  appeal  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  SMITH  demanded  tellers,  which  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  GENTRY  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether, 
if  the  appeal  should  not  be  laid  upon  the  table,  it 
would  be  debatable.' 

The  CHAIR  doubted  if  it  would  be. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  appeal  was  laid 
upon  the  table:  Ayes  97,  noes  36. 

Mr.  RHETT  resumed.  What  he  had  been  say- 
ing when  called  to  order  was  personal  to  himself. 
He  had  been  observing  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  if  put  in  like  circumstances,  would,  he 
doubted  not,  have  used  the  same  or  even  stronger 
language  than  that  to  which  he  objected. 

Suppose,  after  Virginia  had  passed  these  laws, 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  had  sent 
frigates  and  sloops-of-war  up  the  James  river  to 
Richmond,  and  htid  quartered  on  the  outskirts  of 
that  city  a  portion  of  our  army,  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  general-in-chief,  with  the  avowed  pur- 
pose of  reducing  Virginia  to  submission  by  force 
of  arm.«,  would  the  gendenian  from  Virginia  have 
been  very  much  enamored  with  "  the  Government 
as  administered .'"  and  would  he  have  then  been 
willing  to  make  the  profession  of  being  '■'•  ardenlly 
atlached  lo  the  C/nioii  of  these  SUdes  ?"  1  do  not  ask 
him  as  a  Democrat,  who  solemnly  believed  these 
law.s  to  be  enforced  to  be  unconstitutional;  but  I  ask 
him,  as  a  Virginian,  could  he  have  suppressed  feel- 
ings of  indignation  and  alienation  [would  he,  if  he 
could,  have  suppressed  them.']  against  a  Govern- 
ment and  Union  which  had  thus  added  threats  and 
insults  to  its  oppression.'  Sir,  such  was  our  posi- 
tion in  South  Carolina  when  your  ships-of-war 
were  in  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  and  a  portion  of 
your  army  on  Sullivan's  Island.  But  although  the 
gentleman  would  have  said  as  I  did,  that  "  under 
ihc  Government,  as  administered,  I  have  no  ardent 
attachment  to  the  union  of  these  States,"  I  doubt 
■whether  he — I  doubt  whether  any  Republican  in 
Virginia  in  1798 — would,  under  such  circumstan- 
ces, have  .said  what  I  adiled  in  this  speech,  over- 
looked entirely  l)y  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in 
liis  quotations  from  it.  Certainly  the  gentleman 
would  not  have  said  more  if  he  desired  to  have  his 

Erofes.sions  believed;  and   1  think  it  would  have 
een  fur  more  graceful  if  he  had  not  compelled  me 
to  produce  it  as  a  sequence  to  his  quotation. 
1  v/ill  send  it  to  the  Clerk's  table  to  be  read. 
Mr.  IIOTTS.     I  object. 

Mr.  RHETT.     Then  I  will  read  it  myself.  He 
then  read  the  following: 
*'  But,  Mr.  Proviileiil.lbl  uiu  not  be  niiaaudtrMtood.  When 


I  speak  of  tlie  Union,  I  speak  of  it  as  it  now  is,  not  as  it  once 
was.  1  spi;ak  of  the  Union  willi  its  abuses,  not  as  it  ought 
to  be,  without  them.  I  speak  of  the  Union  witliouttlie  Con- 
stitution— destroying  the  Uonstltution  and  the  great  princi 
pies  of  hberty  it  was  intended  by  our  fathers  to  perpetuate 
and  secure.  For  the  Ojnstitution  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
the  Union  it  u'as  intended  to  create,  I  u-i/l  yield  to  no  one  in 
my  devotion  and.  attachment.  It  has  been  for  such  a  Union 
that  we  have  struggled  for  years,  and  the  hope  of  reforming 
it  from  what  it  is  alone  has  rendered  our  situation  tolerable 
under  its  oppressions." 

Mr.  COLLAMER  asked  leave  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation. 

[Many  voices  objected.] 

Mr.  COBB  obtained  the  floor,  and  was  about  to 
proceed  in  addressing  the  Chair. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  earnestly  pressed  for  liberty 
to  make  a  very  brief  explanation. 

[Objections  and  some  confusion.] 

Mr."  COLLAMER.  I  do  not  wish  to  explain 
what  I  said,  but  only  to  correct  an  error.  [We 
have  since  learned  from  Mr.  C.  that  the  error  he 
wished  to  correct  in  the  report  of  his  speech  was, 
that  he  was  reported  to  refer  to  certain  remarks 
made  in  the  Senate  by  the  chairman  of  the  Mili- 
tary Committee,  (Mr.  Cass,)  instead  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  Mr. 
Sevier.] 

Objection  being  made  to  Mr.  Collamer's  pro- 
ceeding— 

Mr.  COBB  was  again  commencing;  when 

Mr.  VINTON  asked  to  say  a  word  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

This,  too,  was  objected  to,  and  a  good  deal  of 
confusion  arose.  The  House  at  length  agreed  to 
hear  Mr.  VINTON,  who  said  that  he  had  given 
notice,  on  Saturday  last,  that  he  would  on  this 
day  call  up  the  loan  bill.  It  was  important  that 
that  bill  should  be  acted  on;  but,  as  there  existed 
great  impatience  in  the  House  to  close  the  debate 
on  the  pending  resolutions,  he  should  at  present 
content  himself  with  expressing  the  hope  that  the 
debate  would  be  closed  this  day.  If,  however,  it 
should  not  be  closed,  he  here  gave  notice  that  at 
one  o'clock  to-morrow  he  should  move  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  wished  to  make  a  very  brief  ex- 
planation, but  the  House  would  not  hear  of  it; 
and 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  question 
first  in  order  to-day  was  the  concurrence  by  the 
House  in  the  resolutions  reported  yesterday  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  referring  the  Presi- 
dent's message  to  appropriate  committees;  which 
question  was  pending  when  the  House  adjourned 
yesterday. 

Mr.  COBB  expressed  his  willingness  to  yield  to 
gentlemen  for  personal  explanations,  but  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Root]  having  objected  to 
any  being  made,  it  would  be  of  no  avail,  and  he 
would  therefore  proceed  with  his  remarks.  And 
he  would,  in  the  outset,  say  to  the  gentleinan  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  ViNTO>f,]  who  had  just  intimated  his 
desire  that  this  debate  should  be  brought  to  a  close, 
that  they  upon  his  side  of  the  House  were  dispos- 
ed to  close  the  debate,  and  supposed  it  would  have 
been  closed  when  the  resolutions  were  reported 
from  the  Cominittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
Union.  But  iminediately  on  their  being  reported, 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Coli.amer]  ol)- 
tained  the  floor,  and  re-opened  the  discussion. 
Any  time  they  thouglU  proper  to  close  it  and  take 
the  question,  he  thought  he  might  safely  say,  that 
they  on  his  side  of  the  House  would  unite  with 
them  in  bringing  this  protracted  debate  to  a  close. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  appealed  to  Mr.  Cobb  to 
yield  the  floor,  to  allow  him  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolutions,  being,  as  was  understood, 
the  substitute  moved  by  him  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  tire  Union. 

Mr.  COBB  signified  his  willingness  to  yield,  if 
he  did  not  thereby  lose  his  right  to  the  floor.   But 

The  SPEAKER,  on  the  point  being  raised  by 
Mr.  TOOMBS,  decided  that  he  could  not  yield  for 
this  purpose  and  retain  his  right  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  COBB  therefore  dc(;lined  to  yield,  and 
moved  an  amendment  to  the  8th  resolution,  to  add 
after  the  word  "personal"  the  words  "and 
other,"  so  as  to  include  "  other"  than  "  personal" 
property  in  that  upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  levy 
the  tax. 

Mr.  COBB  then  proceeded  to  address  the  com- 
mittee. It  has  been  solemnly  asserted  (said  he) 
during  the  f)resent  session  of  Congress,  and  entered 
in  the  form  of  a  solemn  vote  by  the  party  in  the 
majority  u))on  this  floor  upon  the  records  of  this 


House,  that  the  war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged 
with  Mexico  was  "  unnecessarily  and  unconstitu- 
tionally begun  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States."  I  take  it  that  gentlemen,  in  voting  this 
declaration,  intend  to  convey  fully  the  idea  which 
the  language  employed  by  them  imports — that  the 
war  is  an  unnecessary  one,  that  it  could  easily 
have  been  avoided  by  the  exercise  of  proper  wis- 
dom, discretion,  and  foresight  on  the  part  of  the 
President,  if  he  had  been  actuated  by  proper 
motives  in  the  various  liieasures  which  he  has 
taken  in  reference  to  it — in  order  to  sustain  the 
charge  that  the  war  was  thus  unnecessarily  and 
unconstitutionally  begun  by  the  President,  and  in 
seeking  to  make  him  responsible  before  the  country 
for  all  the  blood  which  has  been  spilt  and  all  the 
treasure  which  has  been  expended  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  this  war.  The  effort  is  made  to  put  the 
responsibility  of  the  war  upon  the  order  given  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the  removal 
of  our  army  from  Corpus  Christi  to  the  Rio 
Grande.  That,  sir,  is  the  head  and  front  of  the 
ofl^snding  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on 
account  of  which  he  is  charged  with  having  brought 
such  a  calamity  and  disgrace  upon  his  country  as 
necessarily  result  from  having  the  country  in- 
volved in  war  with  a  foreign  nation. 

It  may  not  be  amiss,  when  we  are  examining  as 
to  the  necessity  of  this  war,  as  to  the  original 
causes  which  brought  it  about,  and  seeking  to  find 
the  individual  upon  whom  the  responsibility  is 
justly  chargeable,  to  inquire  what  was  the  state  of 
feeling  and  what  were  the  opinions  which  were 
entertained,  not  only  on  the  part  of  gentlemen  on 
this  side,  but  on  the  other  side,  of  the  House,  (for 
we  were  not  alone  the  advocates  and  supporters 
of  annexation,)  during  the  progress  of  annexation. 
It  may  be  of  some  service  to  us  to  know,  at  the 
time  when  these  resolutions  proposing  the  annex- 
ation of  Texas  to  the  United  States  were  under 
consideration  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
what  were  the  objections  which  were  then  urged 
by  the  opponents  of  that  measure  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Republic  of  Texas  into  the  Union  as 
one  of  our  free  and  sovereign  States.  1  need  not 
remind  gentlemen  who  were  here  during  that  dis- 
cussion; I  need  not  remind  those  who  are  familiar 
with  the  views  taken  of  this  question  by  the  public 
men  of  the  country  belonging  to  the  opposite  party, 
and  tlie  public  press,  which  express,  or  are  sup- 
posed to  express,  their  sentiments,  what  were  their 
feelings,  views,  and  opinions  in  reference  to  the 
result  which  would  come  up9n  the  country  if  an- 
nexation was  carried  outas proposed  by  the  friends 
of  that  measure.  But  it  seems  really  that  the 
memory  of  these  gentlemen  requires  to  be  refreshed 
upon  this  subject.  They  have  forgotten  tliat  at 
the  time  the  measure  was  pending  before  Con- 
gress, and  before  the  country,  we,  who  were  the 
friends  of  the  measure,  were  met  by  them  with 
the  declaration,  which  then  sounded  all  over  the 
country  as  a  great  objection  to  annexation,  that, 
in  the  event  that  annexation  was  cairied  out,  war 
with  Mexico  would  be  the  necessary  result.  We 
were  told  at  that  time,  if  you  carry  out  this  work 
of  perfidy  and  iniquity  towards  the  Republic  of 
Mexico,  you  will  necessarily  give  to  that  Republic 
cause  of  offence,  such  as  will  inevitably  involve 
you  in  a  state  of  war.  These  things  should  not 
pass  away  from  the  memory  of  gentlemen.  They 
ought  to  recollect  that  at  that  time  they  held  iip 
before  us  the  black  picture  of  war  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  and  upon  the  con- 
sciences of  those  who  supported  that  measure 
they  endeavored  to  throv/  all  the  blood  and  all  the 
waste  of  treasure  which  would  result  if  the  annex- 
ation was  perfected. 

Sir,  if  this  was  true,  if  the  position  then  assumed 
by  gentlemen  was  well  founded,  if  they  were  hon- 
est and  sincere  in  the  declaration  that  they  then 
sent  forth  to  the  country,  I  ask  how  it  is  now  that 
all  this  responsibility  which  then  rested  upon  the 
friends  of  the  measure  in  advocating,  supporting, 
voting  for  the  resolutions  of  annexation,  is  to  be 
wiped  out  and  forgotten,  and  the  whole  of  it  to  be 
brought  up  and  charged  upon  the  conscience  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  having,  as 
they  now  declare,  involved  us  in  a  war  which  was 
"unnecessary,"  and  which  could  have  been  avoid- 
ed if  proper  prudence,  discretion,  and  foresight  had 
been  exercised  by  him?  Not  only  did  gent%uen 
then  declare  that  war  would  be  the  result  of  an- 
nexation, but  they  went  one  step  further,  and 
declared  ihnt  tlie  annexation  of  Texas  was  ipso 
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facto  war.  Sir,  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  and  the  country  to  the  declarations  that 
were  then  put  forth  before  the  country  by  the  op- 
ponents of  annexation,  and  to  compare  them  with 
the  declaration  which  they  had  now  so  solemnly, 
under  the  obligations  of  their  official  oaths,  put 
upon  the  records  of  Congress,  charging  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  with  having  involved  the 
country  in  an  unnecessary  and  unconstitutional 
war.  They  then  not  only  declared  that  annexa- 
tion would  result  in  war,  but  that  the  annexation 
of  Te^as  per  se  was  war.  Now,  if  the  annexation 
of  Texas,  by  the  act  itself,  was  war,  and  war  was 
thus  commenced  between  the  Republic  of  Mexico 
and  the  United  States,  I  desire  to  know  how  it  is 
that  this  same  war  was  begun  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States?  But  to  show  what  were  the 
declarations  of  these  gentlemen  at  this  time,  I  will 
read  a  single  paragraph  from  a  speech — and  it  v/as 
the  first  speech  delivered  in  the  Houre  of  Repre- 
sentatives on  the  resolutions  for  the  annexation  of 
Texas — delivered  on  January  4,  1845,  by  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  J.  R. 
Ingerroll  :] 

"  A  question  had  sometimes  been  made  whether  annexa- 
tion u-itli  Texas  would  lead  to  war  witli  Mexico.  Mr.  I.  did 
not  consider  that  to  be  a  true  statement  of  the  ease.  An- 
nexation with  Texas  was  of  itself,  and  of  necessity,  war 
witli  Mexico.  How  could  it  be  otherwise.''  A  war  existed 
between  these  two  countries.  Whether  civil  or  foreign  in 
its  nature,  whether  fiercely  or  sluggishly  carried  on,  was  not 
the  point.  *  *  «  If  Texas  should  become  a  part  of  the 
United  States,  that  part  kept  alive  the  war  in  which  it  was 
engaged,  and  every  part  of  the  United  States  adopted  and 
assumed  it." 

It  is  due  (Mr.  C.  said)  to  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  who  I  see  is  not  in 
his  seat,  to  state,  that  in  the  examination  of 
the  vote  upon  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Ashmun,]  declaring  the 
war  to  have  been  unnecessarily  and  unconstitution- 
ally begun  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
1  do  not  find  that  he  voted  in  the  affirmative;  and 
I  have  not  read  this  extract  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
volving him  in  personal  inconsistency,  but  as  an 
exposition  of  the  ground  taken  by  the  gentlemen 
of  the  opposite  party  pending  the  question  of  an- 
nexation, as  a  sentiment  which  was  responded  to 
by  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  people  of  this 
country  who  agree  with,  and  belong  to,  the  same 
political  party  with  the  gentleman. 

I  desire,  however,  to  call  your  attention  to  an 
extract  of  a  speech  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  [Mr.  Collamer,]  in  which  that  gentle- 
man reiterated, and  with  equal  force,  the  sentiments 
expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania; 
and  I  do  find  that  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  is 
one  of  the  number  who  have  now  declared  upon 
the  records  of  this  Congress  that  this  war  was  un- 
necessarily and  unconstitutionally  begun  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  The  gentleman 
from  Vermont  said,  in  a  speech  delivered  in  this 
House  on  the  23d  January,  1845: 

"  My  next  objection  is,  that  it  is  a  war  with  Mexico.  It 
is  not,  as  has  been  insisted,  only  a  matter  for  which  Mexico 
may  declare  war,  but  will  not.  Mexico  claims  Texas  as  a 
revolted  province, and  is  nowatwarwith  her  to  reduce  her. 
This  Mexico  has  the  undoubted  right  to  do,  if  she  can.  Of 
this  right  none  can  deprive  her,  without  her  consent.  This 
is  an  existing  war;  and,  let  who  would  participate,  Mexico 
may  prosecute  it  without  any  new  declaration  of  war." 

Such  was  the  declaration  of  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  at  the  time  that  the  joint  re.'jolution.s  for 
the  annexation  of  Texas  were  pending  before  Con- 
gress. He  declared  that  the  moment  the  resolu- 
tions were  passed,  and  became  the  law  of  the  land, 
war  existed  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States. 
If  so,  I  want  to  know  at  what  time  that  war  ceased, 
and  at  what  time  the  present  war  was  begun  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  as  gentlemen  affirm 
it  was. 

Here  is  the  plain,  positive,  unequivocal  declara- 
tion that  annexalion  is  war;  and  yet  we  are  now 
solemnly  told,  and  gentlemen  have  entered  upon 
the  record.?  of  Congress  their  declaration,  that  the 
war  exists,  or  was  begun  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  1  would  like  to  be  informed  whether 
there  has  been  any  cessation  in  the  war  alluded  to 
by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  as  having  been 
begun  by  annexation;  and,  if  so,  where  was  the 
commencement  of  the  war  which  gentlemen  now 
declare  to  have  been  unnecessarily  and  unconstitu- 
tionally begun  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States?  It  is  with  the  gentleman  and  his  palrty  to 
reccfncile  these  conflicting  statements. 

Mr.  VIJNTON  interposed,  wishing  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  one  question,  and  (Mr. 


C.  yielding)  inquired  if  the  friends  of  annexation, 
at  the  time  of  annexation,  admitted  it  was  war? 

Mr.  COBB.  No,  sir.  They  did  not  admit  it; 
nor  do  the  friends  of  annexation  involve  them- 
selves in  any  inconsistency  by  assuming  one  posi- 
tion at  that  time  and  another  now.  We  stand  on 
the  same  ground  now  which  we  then  occupied. 
We  declared  then  that  annexation  was  no  just 
cause  of  offence  to  Mexico;  that  it  ought  not  right- 
fully to  involve  this  country  in  any  war.  Sir,  a 
distinguished  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Webster,]  since  the  declaration  of  war,  has  de- 
clared the  same  thing,  which  we  did  previous  to 
that  event. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  (Mr.  Cobb  yielding)  inquired 
whether,  after  the  annexation  of  Texas,  the  Pres- 
dent,  in  his  next  annual  massage,  did  not  state 
that  we  were  in  a  state  of  peace? 

Mr.  COBB.  Yes,  beyond  all  question,  the  Pres- 
ident did  so  state.  But  how  does  that  relieve  the 
gentleman  from  the  inconsistency  of  his  position  ? 
Are  you  bound  by  whatever  the  President  says? 

Mr.  COLLAMER  (Mr.  Cobb  again  yielding) 
stated  that  he  had  then  said  that  he  thought  annexa- 
tion was  war;  but  as  Congress  must  receive  infor- 
mation from  the  President  as  to  the  state  of  the  coun- 
try, especially  of  its  foreign  relations,  and  as  the 
President,  after  annexation  had  been  consummated, 
said  we  were  in  a  state  of  peace,  if  this  information 
was  correct,  the  war  must  have  begun  from  some 
other  cause.  - 

Mr.  COBB.  Do  1  understand  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  to  say,  then,  that  thePresident  satis- 
fied him  that  he  [Mr.  Collamer]  was  originally 
wrong?  [A  laugh.]  Do  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  no  longer  to  believe  that  an- 
nexation was  war? 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  It  was  an  act  of  war  by  the 
lav/ of  nations;  but  thePresident  did  not  treat  it 
so,  and  therefore  I  took  him  on  his  own  ground. 

Mr.  COBB,  (resuming.)  If  the  gentleman  takes 
the  President  by  the  ground  he  assumes,  he  must 
allow  that  his  mind  has  been  convinced  of  his  for- 
mer error  by  the  agency  of  the  President.  The 
gentleman  cannot  say  at  one  time  before  Congress 
that  such  and  such  are  his  opinions,  and  after- 
wards, when  he  asserts  contradictory  opinions, 
say  he  does  so  on  the  ground,  that  although  he 
believes  he  was  at  first  right,  yet  he  is  told  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  that  he  was  wrong. 
Are  the  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the  House  will- 
ing thus  to  place  themselves  in  the  attitude  before 
the  country  of  pinning  their  faith  to  the  sleeve  of 
the  President?  Or  is  it  an  attempt  to  justify  them- 
selves in  so  glaring  an  inconsistency  by  the  attempt 
to  throw  the  burden  of  it  off  of  their  own  shoulders 
and  on  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  ?  Were 
gentlemen  to  come  hereunder  the  solemnities  which 
were  thrown  upon  the  official  acts  of  members  of 
this  House,  and  put  upon  record  the  solemn  dec- 
laration of  a  fact,  and  afterwards  say  to  the  coun- 
try, I  did  it  not  because  I  believed  it,  but  because 
the  President  took  that  position?  That  was  the 
sum  and  substance  of  the  explanation  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont;  and  I  seriously  doubt 
whether  a  better  one  can  be  given  by  any  of  the 
gentlemen  who  are  involved  with  him  in  this  awk- 
ward position  before  the  country.  I  apprehend 
that  these  things  may  have  passed  away  from  the 
memory  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, and  I  recommend  to  him  to  bestow  rather 
more  reflection  upon  them  before  he  undertakes  to 
reconcile  these  contradictory  statements  of  opin- 
ions. 

I  have  the  speeches  before  me  assuming  the  same 
position,  of  other  gentlemen,  some  of  whom  are 
now  members  of  tliis  House,  and  who,  like  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont,  have  now  voted  that  the 
war  was  unnecessarily  and  unconstitutionally  be- 
gun by  the  President.  I  will  not  trouble  the 
House  by  reading  further;  my  object  is  simply  to 
present  the  fact  to  the  attention  of  the  Flouse  and 
the  country,  that  the  Whig  party,  in  reference  to 
the  annexation  of  Texas  and  the  war,  now  occupy 
a  position  wholly  irreconcilable  with  the  one 
taken  by  them  at  the  time  the  resolutions  for  the 
aimexation  of  Texas  were  pending  before  Con- 
gress. There  were  three  classes  of  opinions  ex- 
pressed by  gentlemen  who  were  opposed  to  annex- 
ation :  one  class  contended  that  annexation  would 
be  cause  of  war;  another  that  it  would  necessarily 
involve  the  country  in  war;  and  the  third  took  the 
strong  position  assumed  by  my  friend  from  Ver- 
mont, that  annexation  was  warper  se.  Now,  I  ap- 


peal to  the  candor  of  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  House  to  say  with  what  propriety,  with  what 
justice  do  you  call  down  the  indignation  of  this 
country  upon  the  head  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  a  war  which  some  of  you  say  was 
the  necessary  consequence  of  annexation,  and 
which  others  of  you  say  was  identical  with  the 
act  of  annexation?  I  ask  you  to  wipe  out  this 
record;  blot  it  out;  let  it  not  go  down  to  posterity 
side  by  side  with  the  contradictory  statement  made 
by  you  on  a  former  occasion. 

But  I  wish  to  inquire  for  a  moment  what  are  the 
reasons  and  motives  which  govern  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  in  thus  changing  their 
position  on  this  question.  Why  are  you  not  now 
disposed  to  hold  the  consciences  of  the  men  who 
originally  brought  about  the  annexation  of  Texas — 
who  advocated  by  their  votes,  sustained  and  passed 
through  both  Houses  of  Congress,  this  measure — 
and  who  thus,  as  you  then  said,  brought  about 
this  war, — responsible  for  the  waste  of  blood  and 
treasure  which  has  been  occasioned  by  it?  I  con- 
fess, in  looking  over  the  whole  subject,  and  en- 
deavoring to  satisfy  my  mind  whether  or  not  any 
good  reason  exists  for  this  change,  I  have  been 
unable  to  discover  any.  I  can  find  but  one  reason, 
which  I  am  compelled  to  believe  has  been  the  con- 
trolling one  in  bringiiig'about  this  change  of  posi- 
tion on  your  part;  and  it  is  this:  so  long  as  you 
continued  to  charge  that  annexation  involved  us 
in  war — that  annexation  was  ipso  facto  war — so 
long  was  the  present  President  of  the  United  Slates 
irresponsible.  No  point  could  be  made  upon  Mr. 
Polk,  no  attack  could  be  pushed  agamst  this  Ad- 
ministration in  consequence  of  this  war,  unless 
some  means  were  resorted  to  to  place  the  origin  of 
it  on  other  grounds  than  the  act  of  annexation, 
which  existed  prior  to  Mr.  Polk's  coming  into 
power.  I  see  no  other  reason  for  this  glaring  in- 
consistency, unless  it  be  the  attempt  to  relieve  gen- 
tlemen on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  who 
participated  in  bringing  about  annexation,  from 
their  due  proportion  of  the  responsibility,  if  re- 
sponsibility they  will  have  it,  of  involving  the 
country  in  war.  What  other  motive  could  actuate 
gentlemen?  Why  is  it  that  the  eloquence  of  gen- 
tlemen against  annexation  has  been  hushed?  I 
confess  myself  unable  to  find  any  other  motives. 

I  desire  to  call  attention  for  a  moment,  among 
the  facts  connected,  as  is  alleged  by  gentlemen, 
with  the  commencement  of  this  war,  to  the  order 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  through  the 
Secretary  of  War,  for  the  march  of  our  army  from 
Corpus  Christi  to  the  Rio  Grande.  I  desire  to 
place  before  the  country,  and  before  my  immediate 
constituents,  facts  which  not  only  justify  the  Pres- 
ident in  the  issuing  of  that  order,  but  which,  if  he 
had  failed  to  do  it,  would  have  rendered  him  justly 
reprehensible  before  Congress  and  the  country  for 
a  failure  to  do  his  duty.  If  he  had  fliiled  to  give 
that  order,  if  he  had  failed  to  make  the  necessary 
preparations  for  the  defence  of  the  territory  of  the 
State  of  Texas,  as  claimed  by  that  State,  gentlemen 
who  now  charge  the  responsibility  of  this  war 
upon  him  would  have  been  eloquent  in  their  de- 
nunciations of  the  imbecility  and  want  of  energy 
on  the  part  of  the  Executive.  What  are  the  facts  ? 
Annexation  had  taken  place  when  the  present 
President  came  into  power;  the  Mexican  minister 
had  notified  this  Government  previous  to  annexa- 
tion what  would  be  the  opinion  of  his  Government 
if  annexation  were  carried  out,  that  it  would  be 
just  cause  of  war.  Immediately  after  the  joint  res- 
olutions of  annexation  had  received  the  sanction  of 
the  different  departments  of  this  Government  ne- 
cessary to  give  validity  to  them,  and  had  become  a., 
law,  the  minister  of  Mexico  enters  his  solemn  pro- 
test against  the  act,  demands  his  passports,  and  by 
order  of  his  Government  destroys  the  existing  dip- 
lomatic relations  between  the  two  Government.'', 
and  returns  to  his  own  country.  Now,  on  the  re- 
turn of  their  minister  from  this  Government  to 
Mexico,  what  is  the  feeling  existing  on  the  part  of 
the  Mexican  Government?  I  ask  gentlemen  to  re- 
flect for  a  single  moment.  They  were  determined 
at  that  time,  and  had  so  declared  before  the  world, 
upon  the  reconquest  of  Texas;  they  were  making 
all  their  arrangements  and  preparations  for  war. 
War  was  the  only  alternative,  as  determined  by 
the  Republic  of  Mexico  long  prior  t(5  the  issuing  of 
the  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  for 
the  advance  of  our  troops  from  Corpus  Christi.  I 
wish  to  call  attention  to  the  orders  issued  from  the 
War  Department  of  Mexico,  under  date  of  July 
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12,  1845,  wherfiin  the  officers  in  command  throuwh- 
oui  the  different  States  of  that  Republic  were  called 
upon  to  recruit  and  raise  the  necessary  troops  for 
the  defence  of  the  territory,  including  the  whole  of 

Texas. 

"  Office  of  War  and  Marine,  ) 
"  Sectio7t  of  Operaliom.        \ 

"The  Unitod  Statpshaveconsiiiiiiiiatfrt  the  peitiilj' against 
Mexico  Ijy  sanclioniiie  the  decree  which  declares  the  an- 
nexation of  tlie  department  of  Texas  to  that  Repnblie.  Tlie 
inju-tice  ol  that  usurpation  is  apparent,  an<l  Mexico  cannot 
tolerate  such  a  firave  injury  without  making  an  elTort  to 
provf  to  the  United  States  the  possiliility  of  her  ability  to 
cause  her  rights  to  he  respected.  With  this  object,  the  Su- 
preme Government  h.is  resolved  upon  a  declaration  of  war 
.against  that  Power,  seein;;  that  our  Ibrhearance,  instead  of 
being  received  as  a  proof  of  our  friendly  disposition,  has 
been  interpreted  into  an  acknowledged  impossibility  on  our 
part  to  carry  on  a  successlul  war.  , 

"  Such  an  error,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  will  be 
advantaseous  to  Mexico,  because,  suddenly  abandoning  its 
pacific  attitude,  it  will  to-morrow coniinnnicate  to  Congress 
the  declaration  of  war,  and  excite  the  patriotism  of  its  citi- 
zens to  sustain  the  dignity  of  the  nation  and  the  integrity  of 
its  ti^rritory,  now  treacherously  attacked,  in  utter  disregard 
of  all  guarantees  recognized  in  this  enlightened  age. 

"You  will  reaiJily  appreciate  the  iniporlance  of  this  sub- 
ject, and  the  necessity  of  preparing  the  troops  under  your 
command  to  march  towards  any  point  which  may  require 
protection  again.-t  these  most  unjust  aggressions.  I  am 
directed  by  the  Provisional  President  to  enjoin  you,  as  gen- 
eral-in-chief  of  your  division,  and  as  a  citizen  of  this  Re- 
public, to  hold  yonrsellin  readiness  to  repel  tliosr  who  seek 
the  ruin  of  .Mexico.  The  Government  is  occii|ii('(l  in  cover- 
ing the  deficient  points  on  the  frontiers,  anil  in  collecting 
the  necessary  means,  so  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  to 
those  whose  glory  it  will  be  to  defend  the  sacred  rights  of 
their  country. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  for  your  intelligence, 
and  to  direct  vour  conduct. 

"  God  and  hberty  '.  G.\RCIA  CONDE. 

"  Mexico,  July  10,  lfe-15." 

This  was  July  12,  1845.  I  could  follow  it  up 
by  readins:  other  similar  orders,  down  to  the  12th 
of  August  of  the  same  year,  when  we  have  orders 
from  General  Arista  to  the  troops  in  his  command, 
in  which  he  says  to  them  that  "  </ie  time  to  fight  is 
come,"  and  that  "  the  supreme  Executive"  "had 
demanded  a  declaration  ofiour  from  Congress  against 
that  unjust  nation,"  (the  United  States.) 

When  did  all  this  occur?  It  occurred  prior  to 
the  issuing  of  this  order  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  which  gentlemen  undertake  to  as- 
sign as  the  cause  of  the  war — twelve  months  prior 
to  the  removal  of  our  troops  from  Corpus  Christi. 

Immediately  before  the  annexation  of  Texas — 
before  the  passage  through  Congress  of  the  joint 
resolutions  for  that  purpose,  and  not  only  so,  but 
at  the  very  time  when  this  state  of  things  existed 
in  Mexico — a  revolution  was  gotten  up  in  that 
Republic,  for  the  express  purpose  of  destroying 
the  administration  of  Herrera,  because  Herrera 
manifested  a  willingness  to  treat  with  our  Gov- 
ernment. Herrera's  administration  had,  through 
iMr.  Black,  given  intimation  to  this  Governinent, 
that  our  minister  or  commissioner,  as  you  please, 
would  be  received  by  the  Re[)ublic  of  Mexico. 
Well,  at  this  very  time,  in  the  department  of  San 
Louis  Potosi,  where  this  revolution  against  Her- 
rera's government  was  gotten  up,  a  manifesto  was 
adopted  by  the  ariny  of  reserve,  declaring  that  the 
government  of  Herrera  ought  to  be  overthrown; 
for  what  reason?  Because  it  had  permitted  a  min- 
ister from  the  United  States  to  put  his  foot  on 
Mexican  soil.  But  here  is  an  extract  from  the 
manifesto;  it  justified  the  movement  against  Her- 
rera's administration  on  the  ground  that  it — 

"  Had  repi'aledly  thwarted  the  purpose  of  the  army  to 
niove  upon  Texas,  and  at  the  same  tiui«  allowed  the  army 
lo  be  vililied  for  its  inaction  by  ofhcial  journals ;  that  it  had 
ndinilted  a  commissioner,  [meaning  Mr.  Slidell,]  wilh  whom 
it  was  enileavoring  to  arrange  for  the  lo.ss  of  the  integrity  of 
ihe  Republic;  that  it  had  reduced  the  counlry  almost  to  a 
state  of  anarchy,  in  the  midst  of  which  it  existed,  without. 
le  venue,  without  power,  and  almost  without  will ;  Mi  at  these 
evilx  demanded  an  immediate  remedy,  and  that  tin;  .Adminis- 
tration eiMifes.scd  its  total  incompetency  and  powerlessiio.s.s  ; 
that  it  had  lo-it  all  respectability,  so  necnss.ary  to  a  Govern- 
ment, and  had  allowed  a  plenipotentiary  of  tin;  United  Slates 
to  gel  foot  ill  thi^  country,  and  reside  in  the  capital,  with  a 
view  to  batgain  for  the  independence  anil  nationality  of  the 
country,  for  which  have  been  made  so  many  sacrifices." 

That  was  the  (rround  on  which  the  administra- 
tion of  Herrera  wjis  sought  lo  be  overthrown  at 
that  lime.  I  am  now  appealing  to  witnesses  fur- 
nished by  the  Republic  of  Mexico  herself,  to  show 
where  was  the  origin  of  the  war,  how  it  was  com- 
menced, and  by  whom.  It  may,  perhaps,  be 
recollected,  that  when,  on  a  former  occasion,  1  allu- 
ded to  this  fact  of  the  government  of  Herrera 
being  overthrown,  in  coii3et[iierice  of  its  pacific 
disposition  towards  the  United  States,  a  question 
waa  raised  as  to  the  correctness  of  that  position. 
I  now  refer  gentlemen   to   the   manifesto  which   1 


have  just  read,  which  they  must  consider  conclu- 
sive on  tiie  point,  that  those  who  were  the  prime 
movers  in  getting  up  this  insurrection  against  the 
administration  of  Herrera,  did  it  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  pacifically  disposed  towards  the  United 
States. 

But  I  have  still  stronger  authority  for  this  asser- 
tion, in  the  correspondence  which  took  place  very 
recently  at  the  city  of  Mexico,  between  Mr.  Trist, 
the  commissioner  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  authorities  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  in 
which  it  appears,  from  the  letter  of  Herrera  him- 
self, when  appointed  a  commissioner  on  the  part 
of  Mexico  to  treat  with  the  commissioner  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  that  he  refused  to  accept 
his  appointment  on  the  ground  that  his  Govern- 
ment had  been  overthrown  because  it  had  attempted 
to  settle  this  very  difficulty  by  peaceful  negotia- 
tions. When  this  refusal  was  returned  to  the 
authorities  of  Mexico,  they  did  not  question  the 
fact  on  which  it  was  based,  but,  by  way  of  con- 
firmation of  my  position  on  this  question,  said, 
why  Herrera  sliould  be  one  of  these  commission- 
ers for  this  very  reason.  1  think,  then,  that  I  am 
fully  sustained  in  the  position  that  the  government 
of  Herrera  was  overthrown,  because  it  manifested 
pacific  dispositions  towards  the  Government  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  the  government  of  Paredes  was 
established  in  its  place. 

The  state  of  things  which  brought  about  this 
result  was  going  on  there;  ■aanifesioes  and  pro- 
nunciamenios  were  being  sued;  the  world  was 
notified  of  the  intention  of  Mexico  to  go  to  war 
for  Texas;  nevertheless  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales,  in  his  effort  to  bring  about  a  peaceable  set- 
tlement of  the  difficulties,  appoints  Mr.  Slidell  min- 
ister to  the  Republic  of  iVIexico,  and  Mr.  Slidell 
goes:  for  what  jiurpose?  Gentlemen  say  that  the 
President  had  no  purpose  save  involving  the  coun- 
try in  war.  Why  did  he  send  this  minister  there? 
It  is  apparent  from  the  correspondence  at  the  time 
that  the  government  of  Herrera  was  disposed  to 
receive  him  svhen  he  was  first  sent;  but  in  conse- 
quence of  the  eflfort  which  was  then  going  on,  and 
which  resulted  three  or  four  days  after  in  his 
overthrow,  the  government  of  Herrera  positively 
declined  to  receive  our  minister.  When  that  in- 
formation was  received  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  this  order  for  the  advance  of  our 
army  was  issued.  Now,  I  ask  if,  upon  a  review 
of  these  facts — if,  looking  at  the  repeated  declara- 
tions of  Mexico,  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  United  States  would  be  just  cause  of  war — if, 
looking  at  the  preparations  which  had  been  made 
by  the  Republic  of  Mexico  for  the  purpose  of  car- 
rying on  tlie  war — at  the  refusal  of  that  Govern- 
ment even  to  receive  our  minister,  and  the  refusal 
based  on  a  mere  pretext,  as  I  have  high  authority 
(which  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  will  admit)  for  saying, — when  all  this  had 
been  done,  1  ask  if  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  put  the  army  of 
this  Government  in  such  a  position  as  to  protect 
the  Slate  of  Texas  within  such  limits  as  Texas 
claimed  ? 

Why,  if  there  had  been  a  doubt  as  to  the  proper 
western  boundary  of  Texas,  this  would  have  in- 
fluenced our  Government  whilst  negotiations  were 
pending;  but  as  soon  as  they  had  failed,  when 
there  was  no  reasonable  prospect  that  they  would 
be  resumed,  I  appeal  to  the  candor  of  every  one 
whether  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  pursue  such  a  policy  as  to  give 
protection  to  the  St«te  of  Texas,  such  as  Texas 
claimed  it  to  be;  in  other  words,  if  the  matter  in 
dispute  was  to  be  settled  by  arms,  if  Mexico  still 
persisted  in  her  determination  to  wage  war  upon 
the  United  States  for  the  reconquest  of  Texas, 
their  "  revolted  province,"  as  they  termed  it,  was 
it  not  the  duly  of  the  United  States  to  be  in  such  a 
position  by  her  army  as  that  she  could  protect  the 
whole  territory  of  one  of  the  sovereign  States  of 
this  Union  as  that  Slate  claimed  it?  I  put  it  to 
gentlemen  on  the  olher  side  to  say,  if,  with  this  full 
conviction  resting  on  his  mind  that  Mexico  was 
determined  to  wage  war  for  the  reconquest  of 
Texas,  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales  not  to  keep  our  troops  at  any  post  in 
thcinterior  of  the  State  of  Texas,  not  at  any  point 
which  he  believed  was  not  the  proper  boundary 
of  Texas  ?  When  that  question  was  answered, 
when  gentlemen  told  him  that,  with  such  a  convic- 
tion resting  on  their  minds,  tiic.y  would  permit  a 
portion  of  the  counlry  which  they  believed  to  be 


the  territory  of  the  United  States  to  be  invaded  by 
the  troops  of  Mexico,  then  I  will  be  prepared  to 
attach  some  weight  to  their  denunciations  against 
the  President  of  the  United  States  for  his  removal 
of  our  forces  from  Corpus  Christi  to  the  Rio 
Grande.  But  no  gentleman  will  take  such  a  posi- 
tion, I  am  satisfied. 

Sir,  there  were  other  things  that  transpired  im- 
mediately after  the  failure  of  these  negotiations 
and  the  issuing  of  this  order,  which,  instead  of 
casting  any  reproach  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  only  evidenced  his  foresight  and  his  wis- 
dom in  the  conduct  of  the  existing  difficulties  be- 
tween the  two  countries.  1  allude  to  the  fact  of 
the  orders  issued  on  the  6th  and  17ih  of  April  by 
Paredes,  instructing  the  Mexican  army  upon  the 
Rio  Grande,  to  cross  the  Rio  Grande  and  take  the 
iniliative  of  the  ri'ar,  which  they  had  declared  al- 
ready to  exist,  or  which  they  had  declared  should 
exist  on  account  of  the  annexation  of  Texas — an 
act,  they  said,  of  injustice  to  the  Republic  of  Mexico. 
They  instructed  tlicir  army  to  take  the  initiative. 
Now,  if  they  had  known  of  the  order  and  removal 
of  our  troops  from  the  Nueces  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  if  the  Republic  of  Mexico  considered  it,  as 
gentlemen  on  the  olher  side  now  consider  it,  to 
have  been  the  commencement  of  the  war,  how 
could  Paredes  direct  his  troops  to  lake  the  initiative 
of  the  war?  If,  on  the  contrary,  he  did  not  know 
it,  it  showed  a  determination  on  the  part  of  that 
Government  to  commence  this  war  without  any 
reference  to  the  removal  of  our  troops  from  Corpus 
Christi  to  the  Rio  Grande.  The  truth  is,  at  that 
time  the  proposition  which  was  presented  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  under  these  consid- 
erations was  the  defence  of  all  of  Texas,  as  Texas 
claimed,  or  the  abandonment  of  all  of  Texas. 

But  I  desire  to  allude  to  another  consideration, 
which  operated  with  great  weight  on  the  mind  of 
the  President  at  the  time  this  order  was  given;  I 
refer  to  the  recommendation  given  lo  the  War  De- 
partment from  the  commanding  general  of  the 
army  in  Texas.  I  refer  to  this  recommendation 
of  General  Taylor  for  the  purpose  of  replying 
particularly  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Thompson,]  who,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  McLane,]  as  to  the  subject  of 
the  recommendations  of  General  Taylor,  declared, 
as  1  understand,  that  General  Taylor  had  retracted 
his  original  recommendation  made  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  in  favor  of  the  removal 
of  our  troops  from  Corpus  Christi  to  the  Rio 
Grande.  That  may  be  the  construction  of  this 
correspondence  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana; 
but,  so  far  as  1  have,  been  able  to  judge  of  it,  the 
very  contrary  of  this  is  the  fact:  so  far  from  re- 
tracting his  recommendation  in  his  letter  of  Octo- 
ber 4,  1845,  General  Taylor's  letter  of  November 
7,  1845,  is  in  stronger  terms,  and  recommends  the 
advance  of  the  army  on  the  supposition  of  the  very 
stale  of  things  in  which  the  President  ordered  it. 
This  is  an  extract  from  his  despatch  of  the  4th  of 
October : 

"It  is  with  deference  that  X  make  any  suggestions  on 
topics  which  may  become  matter  of  delicate  "negotiation ; 
but  if  our  Government,  in  settling  the  question  of  boundary, 
makes  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande  an  ultimatum,  I  cannot 
doubt  that  the  settlement  will  be  greatly  facilitated  and 
hastened  by  our  taking  possession  at  once  of  one  or  two 
suitable  points  on  or  i|uite  near  that  river.  Our  strength 
and  state  of  preparation  should  be  displayed  in  a  manner 
not  to  be  mistaken,  liowever  salutary  may  be  the  effect 
produced  upon  the  border  people  by  our  presence  here,  we 
are  loo  far  from  the  frontier  to  impress  the  Uoverninent  of 
Mexico  with  our  reailincss  to  vindicate,  by  force  of  arms,  if 
necessary,  our  title  to  the  country  as  far  as  the  Rio  Grande. 
The  '  army  of  occupation'  will,  in  a  few  days,  be  concen- 
trated at  this  point,  in  condition  for  vigorous  and  eliicient 
service.  Mexico  ha\  iiig  as  j  el  made  no  posiiive  declaration 
of  war,  or  committed  any  overt  act  of  hostilities,  I  do  not 
feel  at  liberty,  under  my  instructions,  particularly  those  of 
July  8,  to  make  a  forvi'ard  movement  to  Ihe  Rio  Grande, 
without  authority  from  the  War  Department." 

Ill  this  despatch  General  Taylor  recommends 
that  the  troops  be  removed  to  some  poiiit  on  the 
Rio  Grande,  and  he  puts  in  the  condition,  that  in 
the  event  the  United  Slates  make  "  the  line  of  the 
Rio  Grande  an  ullimalum."  Is  this  recommenda- 
I  lion  one  of  a  military  character?  Does  he  recom- 
mend that  the  army  take  position  as  one  where 
they  can  successfully  contend  wilh  the  army  of 
Mexico?  No;  it  is  on  political  reasons,  because 
such  a  movement  on  the  part  of  our  army  will 
have  the  hapnieat  effect  on  the  negoliaiions  going  on 
between  the  tiro  Guceniments.  Did  the  Preiiidcnt 
of  Ihe  United  Stales  take  advantage  of  this  recom- 
mendation of  the  commanding  general  to  order  our 
troops  forwai-d  to  the  Rio  Grande?     If  the  Presi- 
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dent  had  been  as  anxious  as  gentlennen  now  allege 
to  find  some  pretext  on  which  he  might  so  direct 
the  movement  of  our  troops  as  to  involve  the  two 
countries  in  war,  here  was  the  unqualilied  recom- 
mendation of  the  commanding  general  of  the  army 
in  favor  of  the  movement.  But  did  he  at  this  time 
act  upon  the  recommendation?  No;  he  deliber- 
ated upon  it,  and  it  was  not  until  some  time  after- 
wards that  he  actually  issued  the  order,  which 
was  recommended  by  General  Taylor,  and  which 
gentlemen  now  say  was  the  cause  of  the  war. 

But  in  November  7,  18-15 — for  we  now  come  to 
consider  what  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  said 
was  the  retraxit  of  General  Taylor — so  far  from 
its  being  a  retraxit,  if  the  House  would  attend  to 
its  reading,  they  would  see  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  acted  literally  upon  its  recom- 
mendation. On  November  7,  General  Taylor 
■writes  thus: 

"  The  intelligence  from  Mexico,  however,  tends  to  mod- 
ify, in  some  degree,  the  views  expressed  in  that  communi- 
cation. Tlie  position  now  occupied  by  the  troops  may, 
perhaps,  be  the  best,  while  ne2;otiations  aro  pending,  or  at 
any  rate,  until  a  disposition  shall  be  manifested  by  JVIe.xico 
to  protract  them  unreasonably." 

In  this,  he  modifies  the  political  recommendation 
which  he  made  in  his  previous  despatch,  as  to  the 
probable  effect  of  the  advance  of  tiie  troops  to  the 
Rio  Grande  upon  the  subject  of  negotiations;  but 
still  urges  on  the'Presidentof  the  United  States,  that 
ill  either  of  two  events — the  failure  to  negotiate, 
or  the  effort  on  the  part  of  Mexico  unnecessarilij 
to  protract  the  negotiations — then  this  order  ought 
to  be  carried  out.  Was  that  a  retraxit  ?  What 
did  the  President  do.'  I  put  it  now  to  the  candor 
of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  if  he  is  willing  to 
abide  by  the  recommendation  of  General  Taylor.' 
Will  he  justify  the  President  if  he  only  made 
the  order  under  the  exact  state  of  circumstances  in 
which  it  was  recommended  to  be  made  by  General 
Taylor.'  The  very  hypothesis  on  which  General 
Taylor  recommended  the  removal  of  our  troops, 
viz:  the  failure  to  negotiate,  had  come  to  pass  be- 
fore the  President  gave  the  order.  And  not  only 
this,  but  the  other  hypothesis,  viz:  a  disposition 
was  shown  on  the  part  of  Mexico  "  unreasonably 
to  protract  negotiations."  And  still  it  is  said  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  issuing  that 
order,  justified  as  he  was  by  the  state  of  things 
which  existed  in  the  Republic  of  Mexico;  justified 
by  the  warlike  attitude  assumed  by  that  Republic 
towards  the  United  States;  justified  by  the  prepara- 
tions for  war  which  that  Government  had  made; 
justified  by  the  recommendation  of  our  military 
commander  who  was  there  on  the  spot,  and  who 
was  intrusted  to  a  considerable  extent  with  the 
management  of  the  difficulties  existing  between 
the  two  Republics, — it  is  said  that  the  President,  in 
issuing  this  order,  justified  by  these  considera- 
tions, commenced  an  unnecessary  and  unconstitu- 
tional war,  for  which  the  most  bitter  denunciations 
are  heaped  upon  him  by  gentlemen  who,  at  the 
same  time,  shout  ho.sannahs  to  the  general  who, 
writing  from  the  scene  of  difficulty,  perhaps  had 
more  influence  on  the  mind  of  the  President  in 
issuing  that  order  than  any  other  man  !  I  know 
not  to  what  extent  the  President  was  influenced 
by  this  recommendation,  burl  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  he  ought  to  have  been  operated  upon 
by  it. 

These  were  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
order  for  the  advance  of  our  troops  from  Corpus 
Christi  to  the  Rio  Grande  was  issued. 

I  come  now  to  consider  another  position,  and 
that  has  reference  to  the  fact  that  the  policy  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  reference  to  the 
defence  of  the  western  frontier  of  Texas,  was 
communicated  to  Congress  by  the  President  prior 
to  the  issuing  of  the  order.  1  say  the  policy  indi- 
cated by  that  order,  and  which  that  order  was 
intended  to  carry  out,  was  communicated  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  in  his  annual  mes- 
sage to  Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, in  the  course  of  which  that  order  was  issued. 
To  show  this,  I  will  read  a  short  extract  or  two 
from  the  message  of  Mr.  Polk  in  December,  1845. 

"The  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  which  at  the  for- 
mution  of  tli8  Federal  Qanstitution  was  bounded  bv  the  St. 
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Mary's  on  the  Atlantic,  has  passed  the  Capes  ofFloiida,and 
been  peacefully  extended  to  the  Del  Norte." 

Here  is  a  declaration  in  the  message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  what  he  considers  the  western  boundary 
of  Texas,  viz:  the  Rio  del  Norte. 

Again,  in  the  same  message,  he  informs  Con- 
gress : 

"Our  army  was  ordered  to  take  position  in  the  country 
between  the  Nueces  and  the  Del  Norte,  and  to  repel  any  in- 
vasion of  tlie  Texan  territory  which  might  be  attempted  by 
the  Mexican  forces.  t)nr  squadron  in  the  Gulf  was  ordered 
to  cooperate  with  the  army." 

What  was  the  Te.xan  territory  which  the  Presi- 
dent told  the  country  at  that  early  day  the  army 
was  placed  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  del 
Norte  for  the  purpose  of  defending?  It  is  imma- 
terial how  we  may  differ  here  about  the  line  be- 
tween the  Nueces  and  the  Del  Norte.  We  are 
inquiring  now  as  to  the  policy  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  What  line  did  he  inform  you 
was  the  line  to  defend — which  the  army  was 
placed  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Del  Norte  to 
defend?  In  the  extract  first  read,  the  President 
informed  Congress  that,  in  his  judgment,  the  west- 
ern boundary  of  Texas  was  the  Rio  del  Norte;  he 
then  says,  in  the  last  extract,  that  our  troops  had 
been  ordered  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio 
Grande  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  territory 
of  Texas — that  territory  which,  in  his  judgment, 
extended  to  the  Rio  del  Norte. 

But  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  his  annual  report 
accompanying  this  message  of  the  President  in 
December,  1845,  gives  information  of  the  same 
thing.     He  says : 

"The  ready  acceptance  on  the  part  of  Texas  of  the  terms 
of  annexation  proffered  by  this  Government  excited  the  ill 
will  of  the  Governmentof  Mexico.  That  Republic  menaced 
the  immediate  commencement  of  hostilities  against  the 
United  States,  and  set  on  foot,  as  it  was  said,  extensive 
preparations  to  invade  and  subjugate  Texas.  Pursuant  to 
your  directions,  an  army  of  occupation  was  assembled  in 
that  State,  and  Brigadier  General  Taylor  assigned  to  the 
command  of  it.  He  was  instructed  to  repel  Mexican  aggres- 
sions, and  protect  the  country  from  Indian  invasions;  to 
regard  tlie  Rio  del  Norte  as  its  western  boundary,  and  to  select 
a  position/or  his  forces  with  reference  to  this  frontier  ;  but  to 
leave  unmolestetl  Mexican  settlements,  and  also  military 
posts,  should  there  be  any  such  posts  on  the  east  bank  of 
that  river,  which  were  in  the  occupation  of  Mexican  forces 
previously  to  the  period  when  Texas  assented  to  the  terms 
of  annexation." 

Sir,  there  is  the  communication  made  both  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  at  the  commencement  of  the  session 
of  Congress  in  1845,  showing  us,  clearly  as  lan- 
guage can  express,  that  the  President  considered 
the  Rio  Grande  as  the  western  boundary  of  Texas, 
and  that  an  order  had  already  been  issued,  and  the 
troops  posted  there,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
to  the  Rio  del  Norte.  Was  any  movement  made 
in  Congress  about  it?  None;  and  yet  the  troops, 
we  were  informed  by  the  President,  were  in  what 
gentlemen  claim  to  be  disputed  territory,  between 
the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande,  and  which  march 
is  now  claimed  by  gentlemen  to  have  been  the 
commencement  of  the  war. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Lincoln,] 
a  few  days  ago,  introduced  a  resolution  inquiring 
of  the  President  as  to  the  particular  Spot  on  which 
American  blood  was  spilt  in  the  commencement  of 
this  struggle.  I  ask  him  and  his  party  to  say 
what  particular  spot  of  territory  it  was  that  the 
army  first  placed  their  foot  upon,  that  constituted 
the  commencement  of  this  "  unnecessary  and  un- 
constitutional" war  ?  Where  was  it?  If  the  Nu- 
eces be  the  boundary,  and  if  all  between  it  and  the 
Rio  del  Norte  be  disputed  territory  or  the  territory 
of  Mexico,  whicli  cannot  be  touched  by  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  without  bringing  on  a  war, 
where  was  it  that  our  troops  commenced  the  war? 
On  what  spot  was  it  that  they  planted  their  foot- 
steps, and  thereby  brought  about  this  war?  Is 
not  Corpus  Christi  the  other  side  of  the  Nueces? 
And  was  not  the  army  of  tlie  United  States  at  Cor- 
pus Christi  on  the  other  side  of  the  Nueces?  You 
are  stickling  about  the  commencement  of  this  war; 
tell  me  how  it  was  that  you  sat  quietly,  without 
opening  your  mouths  in  complaint,  and  allowed  the 
army  of  the  United  States  to  plant  themselves  on 
the  western  borderof  the  Nueces,  thus  commencing 
the  war,  as  you  now  claim  ?  Thore  were  th«  troops 


at  Corpus  Coristi,  on  the  western  bank  of  the 
Nueces.  If  the  marching  of  the  army  between 
the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande  by  the  President 
was  the  commencement  of  the  war,  I  want  to  know 
how  gentlemen  are  to  draw  the  distinction  between 
Corpus  Christi  and  any  other  point  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river;  for  you  say  the  Nueces  is  the 
boundary  of  Texas,  and  when  our  troops  passed 
that  river  that  the  war  commenced?  I  repeat, 
gentlemen  were  notified  of  this  thing,  that  long 
before  the  troops  commenced  their  march  the  order 
had  issued.  But  what  were  gentlemen  on  the 
opposite  side  in  this  House,  and  in  the  other 
branch  of  Congress,  doing  at  that  time?  Look 
at  the  position  of  affairs  then:  the  step  had  been 
taken  which,  it  is  now  declared  by  a  solemn  vote 
of  tliis  Flouse,  was  an  unnecessar)'  and  unconsti- 
tutional commencement  of  the  war  by  the  Presi- 
dent; consider  the  horrors  of  war,  and  of  one 
brought  on  unnecessarily  and  unconstitutionally 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States;  look  at  the 
tremendous  consequences  resulting  from  permitting 
the  President  with  impunity  to  commence  and 
carry  on  such  a  war;  and  yet  gentlemen,  who  were 
informed  of  this  state  of  things,  who  saw  the 
country  on  the  very  verge  of  a  calamitous,  un- 
necessary, and  unconstitutional  war,  put  forth  no 
I  effort  to  restrain  the  Executive.  A  distinguished 
Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr.  J.  M.  Clayton] 
says  he  put  the  matter  into  the  hands  of  a  gentle- 
man in  this  House.  But  did  he  not  know  that 
the  Democratic  majority  here  was  larger  than  in 
the  Senate,  and,  from  the  very  organization  of  so 
large  a  House,  and  the  difference  in  its  rules  from 
those  of  the  Senate,  a  resolution  of  inquiry  could 
not  be  brought  in  with  anything  like  the  ease  it 
could  be  in  the  Senate,  where,  by  the  courtesy 
of  that  body,  it  might  be  brought  up  almost  any 
morning?  yet  he  sits  still  and  content.?  himself  with 
merely  handing  over  the  subject  to  a  member  of 
this  House. 

But  I  pass  on,  and  come  now  to  the  bill  declaring 
a  slate  of  war  to  exist  between  this  Government 
and  the  Republic  of  Mexico;  and  here  I  will  de- 
tain you  but  a  single  moment.  Now,  after  this 
order  had  been  given,  and  the  two  countries  in- 
volved in  hostilities  or  war — 1  care  not  which — I 
call  upon  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  to  say  if 
the  time  had  not  arrived,  in  case  it  had  not  before, 
for  them  to  arrest  this  prolligate  Administration, 
which  had  thus  unnecessarily  and  unconstitution- 
ally involved  us  in  war?  If  you  believed  the  ad- 
vance of  the  troops  was  unnecessary  and  uncon- 
stitutional, ought  you  not,  injustice  to  the  Mexi- 
cans, upon  whose  rights  aggressions  had  thus  been 
made — in  justice  to  the  Constitution  of  our  country, 
which,  as  freemen  and  as  statesmen,  you  should 
venerate,  to  have  interposed  and  endeavored  to 
save  the  country  from  tlie  calamitous  consequences 
of  that  act?  But,  by  referring  to  the  proceedings 
of  Congress  at  tliat  time,  we  find  no  effort  was 
made  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  our  ariny  back 
from  this  unnecessary  and  unconstitutional  war. 
I  read  from  the  proceedings  in  the  House  upon  the 
war  bill: 

"Mr.  E.  B.  Holmes  offered  the  following  amendment, 
which,  by  ayes  8,  noes  12-3,  was  rejected  : 

^'■Provided,  That  the  provisions  of  this  (the  first)  resolu- 
tion do  not,  nor  shall  they  be  deemed  to,  apply  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  country  west  and  south  of  the  river  Nueces, 
except  so  far  as  to  withdraw,  and,  if  need  be,  to  rescue  our 
army  from  the  region  of  the  Rio  Grande." 

There  was  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  to  save  his  country,  to  rescue 
the  Constitution,  and  avert  from  both  nations  the 
honors  of  a  war  thus  unnecessarily  and  unconsti- 
tutionally made  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  as  gentlemen  have  since  declared;  but  what 
favor  did  it  receive  in  this  House?  It  was  rejected 
by  ayes  8,  noes  12'2.  Vv''liere  were  then  the  friends 
of  this  most  remarkable  declaration,  which  has 
now  been  entered  on  the  records  of  Congress? 
Where  were  then  those  who  looked  upon  the  re- 
moval of  our  troops  from  Corpus  Christi  to  the 
Rio  Grande  as  the  commencement  of  the  war— as 
the  unnecessary  and  unconstitutional  act  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States?  They  manifested 
no  disposition  to  stand   by   the  gentleman  from 
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New  York— a  gentleman  who  did  his  duty;  did 
•what  he  was  bound  to  do,  entertaining  the  opinions 
he  entertained;  who  made,  I  presume,  an  honest 
eflbrt  to  biing  back  the  army  from  the  Rio  Grande 
to  the  Nueces. 

Here  the  hammer  fell,  and  Mr.  C.  's  hour  expired. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  then  obtained  the  floor,  and 
addressed  the  committee.  [A  full  report  of  Mr. 
S.'s  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he  had  not 
intended  to  address  the  House  when  he  entered 
the  Hall  this  morning;  but,  after  listening  to  what 
had  just  fallen  from  The  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Stephens,]  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  speak.  It 
was  from  feeling,  and  not  from  any  previous  pre- 
paration, that  he  now  rose. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  told  the  House 
that  the  people  would  rise  in  their  majesty  and  put 
down  this  war.  He  would  like  that  gentleman  to 
show  him  the  time  or  the  place  in  which  the  people 
had  ever  yet  risen  to  put  down  any  war  in  which 
the  country  had  been  engaged.  They  never  had 
"  put  down"any  war  that  they  themselves,  through 
their  representatives,  declared.  And  though  this 
present  war  had  not  been  formally,  and  in  so  many 
words  declared  by  their  representatives  herft,  yet  a 
vote  of  supplies,  both  in  men  and  money,  had  been 
passed,  which  was  equivalent,  in  effect,  to  the  most 
explicit  and  formal  declaration  of  war. 

The  House  and  the  country  had  been  told,  he 
did  not  know  how  often,  that  the  President  had 
himself  made  the  war;  yet  the  gentleman  himself 
admitted  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  (which  was 
done  by  the  votes  of  Congress)  was  considered  as 
itself  an  act  of  war.  Yes;  and  the  gentleman  might 
have  gone  further,  and  said  that  Mexico  consider- 
ed it  in  the  same  light.  She  had  withdrawn  her 
minister  the  moment  that  act  was  consummated, 
and  had  thus  placed  herself  in  the  attitude  of  war. 
She  complained  of  the  annexation  as  an  outrage; 
and,  if  gentlemen  would  read  the  several  notes  ad- 
dressed by  the  Mexican  Government  to  our  minis- 
ter, Mr.  Slidell,  they  would  see  that  all  they  treated 
about  was  the  compensation  that  we  were  to  make 
to  Mexico  for  having  robbed  her  of  Texas.  Now, 
Mr.  B.  took  it  for  granted,  that  in  the  instructions 
given  to  Mr.  Slidell,  none  would  be  found  as  to 
making  satisfaction  to  Mexico  for  the  act  of  annex- 
ation. No  such  intention  could  for  a  moment  have 
been  entertained  anywhere.  The  gentleman  would 
look  in  vain  foran3-  act  under  Mr.  Polk's  adminis- 
tration which  admitted  annexation  to  be  a  matter 
of  war.  On  the  contrary,  search  where  he  might, 
he  would  find  in  every  instruction  given,  the  strong- 
est disposition  manifested  in  favor  of  peace,  and 
that  on  terms  honorable  to  all  parties. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  said  that  the 
true  origin  of  this  war  never  would  be  known  until 
the  secrets  of  Mr.  Slidell 's  instructions  should 
come  forth  to  light.  If  so,  then  it  was  obvious 
that  there  was  nothing  to  be  found  in  all  the  public 
documents  to  show  its  origin  in  this  Administra- 
tion. Let  gentlemen  search  and  look;  they  would 
find,  in  all  the  instructions  given,  whether  to  Gen- 
eral Taylor  or  Mr.  Slidell,  no  disposition  to  exas- 
perate; but,  on  the  contrary,  everything  calculated 
to  soothe  and  to  conciliate.  On  the  first  remon- 
strance of  Mexico,  the  President  had  withdrawn  our 
vessels  of  war  lest  Mexico  should  appear  to  nego- 
tiate under  some  shadow  of  dure.^se.  All  had  been 
done  sedulou.sly  to  avoid  all  irritation,  so  that  the 
fullest  opportunity  might  be  afforded  for  negotia- 
tions of  peace. 

From  the  very  beginning  this  had  been  the 
temper  of  this  Government.  When  Almonte,  the 
Mexican  minister,  threatened  to  withdraw,  declar- 
ing that  annexation  would  be  understood  by  Mex- 
ico as  war,  everything  had  been  said  to  him  to 
convince  hiiu  that  we  had  no  wish  or  purpose  of 
making  war.  Mexico  had  got  the  idea  that  our 
President  cherished  some  secret  covert  purpose 
hostile  tr)  Mexico,  and  intended  finally  to  go  to 
war  with  her.  And  the  Whigs  seemed  to  be  pos- 
sessed with  the  same  imagination.  They  dreamed 
that  in  the  secret  instructions  to  Mr.  Slidell  would 
be  found  some  directions  ahov/ing  that  it  was  the 
policy  of  the  Administration  to  get  u)i  a  Mexican 
war,  in  order  to  found  a  claim  on  her  for  territory. 
Now,  Mr.  B.  had  risen  merely  with  a  view  to 
show  that  no  such  purpose  ever  had  existed,  but 
that,  contrary  to  our  wishes  and  efforts,  the  war 
had  been  forced  upon  us  by  Me.xico  her.self. 

Mr.  Buchanan,  writing  to  our  consul,  (Mr. 
Black,)  informed  him  that  he  had  received  an  inti- 


mation that  Mexico  was  inclined  to  treat  for  peace; 
and  directing  him  to  inquire,  in  a  very  delicate  and 
cautious  manner,  whether  such  was  the  case.  In 
reply  to  the  inquiry,  the  Mexican  Government 
said,  that  an  envoy,  if  sent  by  us,  would  be  re- 
ceived; but  not  a  word  was  added  as  to  the  time 
at  which  he  was  to  come;  yet  when  he  came,  the 
complaint  was,  that  he  had  come  too  soon — before 
he  was  expected — before  they  were  ready  for  him. 
He  waited  till  they  should  get  ready — all  the 
while  telling  them  that,  on  our  [lart,  he  was  ready 
to  treat;  but,  as  had  been  observed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Cobb,]  the  administra- 
tion of  Herrera  was  overthrown  precisely  because 
it  had  shown  a  willingness  to  make  peace  with  the 
United  States.  Paredes  and  his  army  were  deter- 
mined there  should  be  no  peace:  they  appealed  to 
the  national  pride  and  obstinacy;  and  succeeding, 
the  people  put  down  Herrera,  and  set  up  Paredes 
in  his  place. 

This  was  the  very  moment  that  Mr.  Slidell  was 
waiting,  and  even  suing,  for  an  opportunity  to  ne- 
gotiate. So  opposed  were  they  to  every  idea  of 
making  peace  with  us,  that  while  our  minister  was 
at  their  door  waiting  to  make  a  treaty  of  peace, 
they  chose  a  man  for  President  on  the  express 
ground  that  he  would  make  no  peace.  Could  it, 
then,  be  true  that  the  cause  of  the  war  was  the 
advance  of  our  troops  to  the  Rio  Grande?  No 
such  charge  had  ever  been  made  by  Mexico  her- 
self. The  Whigs  indeed  said  so:  but  where  could 
they  find  the  least  trace  of  such  an  accusation  by 
the  Mexicans?  They  said,  that  even  when  nations 
were  actually  at  war,  that  was  no  reason  why  a 
public  minister  could  not  be  received  from  the 
hostile  Power:  at  the  same  time  they  refused 
to  receive  ours,  unless  he  came  to  treat  about 
the  reparation  we  were  to  make  them  for  having 
annexed  Te.xas  to  the  United  States.  Annexation 
was  no  cause  of  war.  The  Whigs  themselves 
now  admitted  this.  Mr.  Webster  had  admitted  it; 
so  had  Mr.  Reverdy  Johnson:  the  Whigs  began  to 
give  it  up.  They  knew  full  well  that  annexation 
was  no  just  cause  of  war.  Indeed,  Mr.  B.  thought 
that  in  their  great  anxiety  to  preserve  peace,  Mr. 
Polk's  administration  had  stooped  too  low.  Mr. 
B.  was  for  peace;  he  considered  peace  to  be  the 
mission  of  this  Union;  but  the  desire  of  peace 
might  be  carried  too  far.  He  would  not  say,  that 
previously  to  the  actual  annexation  of  Texas,  our 
Government  had  been  too  submissive  and  concili- 
atory; but  he  would  say,  that  in  his  judgment, 
there  had  been  rather  too  much  of  this  since  Texas 
was  annexed.  To  make  inquiry  beforehand  of 
Mexico  whether,  if  we  sent  a  minister  he  would 
be  received,  was  certainly  stooping  too  low;  it 
looked  too  much  like  suing  for  peace.  The  in- 
structions to  our  minister,  when  they  should  be 
published,  would  evince  to  all  by  how  strong  a 
desire  for  peace  the  Administration  had  been  actu- 
ated. Mr.  B.  called  upon  gentlemen,  he  chal- 
lenged them  to  show  where  this  Administration 
had,  in  any  single  instance,  urged  on  our  Srmies, 
where  there  was  the  least  opening  for  pacific  ne- 
gotiation. After  the  glorious  victories  of  Palo 
Alto  and  Resaca  our  army  paused,  and  an  oppor- 
tunity was  given  for  negotiation.  After  the  most 
gallant  capture  of  Monterey,  another  pause  took 
place,  and  another  chance  was  given  to  make  peace. 
After  the  immortal  field  of  Buena  Vista,  the  same 
thing  took  place.  After  the  bombardment  of  Vera 
Cruz  and  the  capture  of  the  castle  of  San  Juan 
de  Ulua,  we  sent  a  commissioner  to  offer  them 
peace.  When,  afterward,  our  victorious  army 
hud  cut  its  way  to  the  very  gates  of  Mexico,  in- 
stead of  pushing  on  to  a  triumphant  entry,  we 
paused  again.  We  abstained  from  burning  their 
capital,  and  asked  them  even  then  to  make  a  treaty 
of  peace.  We  sent  the  messenger  of  peace  side  by 
side  with  the  messenger  of  war.  We  had  not  then 
asked  them  cither  for  land  or  money,  and  they 
treacherously  pretended  to  meet  our  overtures,  and 
an  armistice  v/as  concluded;  but,  immediately  af- 
ter, they  had  used  it  most  perfidiously  in  strength- 
ening their  fortifications.  They  refused  the  olive 
branch  we  held  out  to  them,  and  compelled  us  to 
renew  the  fight.  Mr.  B.  would  now  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens,]  whether 
the  Whigs  would  have  been  willing  to  accept 
what  Mexico  offered  to  Mr.  Trist  as  the  basis  of 
a  treaty  ? 

Mr.  COLLAMER  said  the  genlleman  seemed 
to  pause:  was  it  in  expectation  of  a  reply?  If  so, 
he  was  ready  to  answer  him. 


Mr.  BROWN  (resuming)  said,  he  had  not 
expected  an  answer.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Collamer,]  and 
perhaps  some  twenty  or  thirty  gentlemen  on  that 
side  of  the  House,  of  his  own  way  of  thinking, 
would  have  accepted  them  and  gone  behind  the 
Nueces;  but  he  well  knew  that  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  would  consent  to  no  such 
degrading  terms.  That  gentleman,  he  was  well 
assured,  wanted,  when  he  went  home  to  honora- 
ble constituents,  to  tell  them  he  had  voted  for  an 
honorable  peace. 

But,  supposing  the  march  of  our  troops  to  the 
Rio  Grande  was,  as  gentlemen  affirmed,  the  true 
cause  of  the  war,  had  not  General  Taylor  himself 
repeatedly  urged  that  very  measure  on  the  Govern- 
ment? Let  gentlemen  examine  his  correspond- 
ence, and  they  would  find  that  he  recommended 
that  our  army  should  take  post  on  the  Rio  Grande 
thi-ee  months  before  the  advance  was  actually  or- 
dered. And  after  it  had  taken  place,  he  wrote  to 
the  department  that  the  effect  had  been  salutary. 
While  it  was,  in  one  aspect  of  it,  a  war-measure, 
in  another  aspect  it  was  a  peace-measure,  and  ita 
effect  would  be  to  hasten  pending  negotiations  and 
bring  about  a  peace.  The  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia had  shown  that  he  had  a  heart  as  well  as  a 
mind.  General  Taylor  well  knew  that  no  laurels 
worth  the  wearing  could  be  won  by  a  war  with 
Mexico.  He  never  would  think  of  putting  a  crown 
upon  his  head  that  was  stained  with  blood.  But 
if  the  march  he  advised  was  an  unnecessary  and 
the  war  an  unconstitutional  one,  the  act  was  mur- 
der in  the  sight  both  of  God  and  man.  If  so,  then 
all  those  who  had  voted  supplies  Jo  carry  it  on, 
were  accessories  after  the  fact.  If  the  v/ar  was 
unjust;  if  in  going  to  the  Rio  Grande  we  -were 
marching  into  the  possessions  of  a  friendly  Power; 
if  we  were  carrying  bloodshed  and  death  into  the 
midst  of  friends  and  peaceful  neighbors,  how,  in 
the  name  of  Heaven,  would  gentlemen  vote  a  dol- 
lar for  such  a  purpose  ?  And  how  dare  they,  on 
their  own  showing,  deny  that  they  were  acces- 
sories to  a  murder?  They  were  the  men  who  had 
placed  ten  millions  of  money  and  fifty  thousand 
men  in  the  hands  of  the  President  to  enable  him  to 
make  that  very  advance.  By  that  act  they  said  to 
him,  "Goon;  you  are  in  the  right;  go  ahead." 
That  was  the  meaning  of  the  vote  of  supply.  The 
act  itself  spoke  plainly;  and  no  speeches  of  gen- 
tlemen here  could  succeed  in  frittering  its  meaning 
away.  The  eyes  of  the  people  were  wide  open  to 
what  was  doing,  and  gentlemen  attempted  in  vain 
to  blind  them. 

From  one  passage  in  a  letter  of  General  Taylor's, 
Mr.  B.  inferred  that  he  must  have  recommended 
something  which  did  not  appear,  but  on  which  the 
Government  had  acted,  before  the  spot  was  selected 
opposite  to  Matamoros.  The  general  says  he  is 
happy  to  find  that  his  recommendations  met  the 
approbation  of  the  Government.  And  when'the 
Executive  directed  him  not  to  interfere  with  the 
military  posts  of  Mexico  on  the  river,  but  to  take 
post  somewhere  upon  its  hanks,  the  general  said 
that  this  was  "  in  accordance  with  Ids  own  views 
previously  expressed,"  or  words  to  that  effect. 
Mr.  B.  took  it  for  granted  that  he  must  have  laid 
down  some  general  plan  of  operations,  which  em- 
braced his  own  advance  to  the  river,  but  did  not 
propose  any  direct  interference  with  the  Mexican 
posts.  He  tells  the  department  that  he  had  antici- 
pated the  order  to  remove  west  of  the  Nueces. 
Yet  the  Opposition  attempted  to  turn  the  whole 
argument  against  the  war  on  the  order  to  advance 
to  the  river.  This  might  be  important  in  a  party 
view. 

Somehow  or  other,  these  gentlemen  and  the 
Mexicans  always  came  to  agree.  The  Mexicans, 
when  the  prefect  of  Tamaulipas  came  to  meet 
General  Taylor,  told  him  that  advancing  beyond 
the  Nueces  was  war.  In  this  the  Whigs  agreed 
with  ihem.  Whenever  the  one  took  up  a  notion, 
and  laid  any  stress  upon  it,  the  other  always  agreed 
in  it.  They  had  once  insisted  that  annexation 
was  the  cause  of  the  war,  but  now  that  was  given 
up,  and  it  was  all  put  in  that  "fatal  order"  to 
advance  to  the  Pvio  Grande.  It  was  surely,  then, 
important  to  know  what  was  the  real  object  of 
the  order.  General  Taylor  recommended  it  as 
a  peace-measure.  [Mr.  iB.  here  quoted  a  letter  of 
General  Taylor's,  dated  on  the  14lh  of  October, 
recommendnig  that  if  the  Administration  meant 
to  insist  on  the  Rio  Grande  as  our  boundary,  it  was 
important  for  our  army  to  occupy  certain  points 
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on  that  river.]  And,  again,  when  on  the  march, 
he  wrote  that  the  measure  had  had  a  happy  effect, 
and  that  his  anticipations  in  that  respect  had  been 
justified. 

The  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Collamer] 
had  yesterday  given  the  House  some  salutary  les- 
sons against  imputing  to  each  other  evil  motives; 
but  what  sort  of  motives  had  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  imputed  to  the  Presi- 
dent? If  it  was  possible  the  gentleman  could 
believe  what  he  said,  he  ought  at  once  to  vote 
to  impeach  the  President  The  gentleman  had 
charged  the  President  with  a  desire  to  place  Gen- 
«ral  Taylor  in  a  position  where  he  must  either 
be  whipped  or  cut  off.  Yes,  the  gentleman  had 
directly  charged  the  President  of  the  United  States 
with  a  desire  to  see  an  American  army  whipped, 
and  its  commanding  general  cut  off.  Did  the  gen- 
tleman really  believe  this?  Could  there  be  a  higher 
crime  committed  on  the  earth  than  to  form  such  a 
wish  and  attempt  to  put  it  into  effect?  But,  no; 
the  gentleman  did  not  believe  it — he  could  not 
believe  it.  There  was  not  a  man  in  the  United 
States  who  did  believe  it.  No  American  could  be 
brought  to  believe  that  the  Executive  or  his  Cabi- 
net entertained  a  wish  to  see  an  army  of  Ameri- 
cans cut  off.  Such  a  wish  would  be  quite  too 
contrary  to  the  gentleman's  darling  theory,  that 
the  President,  without  authority  or  necessity,  had 
rushed  into  an  unconstitutional  war. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  indulged  in 
one  beautiful  flight.  He  had  invoked  the  Genius 
of  Liberty — that  Genius  who  had  watched  over 
the  birth  of  Washington;  and  had  said  that  this 
same  Genius  came  dovi^n  again  to  protect  Taylor's 
army  at  Buena  Vista.  Very  beautiful.  Now,  Mr. 
B.  presumed  that  this  Genius  of  Liberty  must  be 
some  celestial  being — a  spirit  from  above,  not  from 
beneath — it  came  from  heaven  on  both  missions. 
But  what  a  position  did  the  gentleman  place  him- 
self in,  and  all  his  Whig  friends!  They  were  all 
denouncing  as  wicked  and  damnable  the  war  in 
■which  we  were  engaged,  and  yet  a  good  being, 
direct  from  heaven,  the  very  same  that  watched  at 
the  birth  place  of  W^ashington,  came  down,  and  with 
guardian  wings  protected  Taylor  and  his  army 
while  they  were  slaughtering  and  butchering,  by 
thousands,  poor,  innocent,  unoffending  Mexicans  ! 
Only  think  of  it.  It  reminded  Mr.  B.  of  the  lan- 
guage of  a  smuggler,  who,  writing  to  an  accom- 
plice, told  him  that  Providence  had  favored  them 
with  a  very  dark  night,  so  that  they  got  the  whole 
cargo  safely  landed.     [A  laugh.] 

But  thus  it  was  with  their  friends  over  the  way. 
To-day  the  cause  of  the  war  was  one  thing,  to- 
morrow it  v/as  another.  One  day  they  declared 
the  war  unconstitutional,  unnecessary,  and  mere 
murder  and  robbery,  and  the  next  day  they  voted 
supplies  to  carry  it  on.  One  day  they  voted  a 
refusal  to  withdraw  our  armies,  and  the  day  fol- 
io#ing  they  voted  that  what  our  army  was  doing 
was  unconstitutional  and  unnecessary.  And  they 
crowned  all  by  informing  the  world  that  the  Ge- 
nius of  Liberty  hovered  over  them  for  protection 
while  they  were  massacring  the  innocent  and  the 
unoffending. 

If  Mr.  B.  believed  one  half  of  what  these  gen- 
tlemen said,  he  never  could  vote  a  supply  bill.  He 
■would  riot  do  it.  How  could  he?  A  potential 
voice  from  Ashland  had  declared  that  Congress 
were  bound  to  declare  the  purpose  and  objects 
of  the  war.  Yet  here  had  Congress  been  two 
months  in  session,  and  what  had  been  done?  Be- 
fore Congress  met,  it  had  been  predicted  that  the 
minority  would  combine  to  interrupt  business,  and 
thwart  everything  attempted  by  the  majority.  And 
how  had  that  prediction  been  accomplished  ?  Mi'. 
B.  insisted  that  they  had  done  all  they  could  do  to 
further  the  business  of  the  nation.  They  had 
done  their  utmost  to  stop  unnecessary  debate;  they 
had  tried  to  prevent  adjournments.  When  they 
had  voted  to  fix  a  day  to  close  debate,  their  vote 
had  been  rescinded  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side. 
The  war,  which  now  seemed  to  pause,  might  break 
out  afresli,  and  our  army  in  Mexico  might  be  de- 
stroyed; and  yet  Congress  had  not  declared  the 
object  for  which  the  war  was  carried  on.  Mr.  B., 
for  one,  was  very  anxious  to  hear  what  the  majori- 
ty would  say  on  that  point — for  what  they  had 
voted  to  carry  on  the  war  and  furnished  the  means. 
On  Mr.  B.'s  side  of  the  House,  the  declaration 
was  already  made.  They  had  always  had  but 
one  end  in  view,  one  story  to  tell;  they  were  war- 
ring to  compel  a  peace.    They  had  been  driven 


into  the  war  by  the  acts  of  Mexico,  and  now  they 
were  determined  to  carry  it  on  till  they  had  obtain- 
ed peace — an  honorable  and  a  permanent  peace — 
such  a  peace  as  should  give  security  for  good 
neighborhood  hereafter.  He  was  not  for  such  a 
termination  of  the  war  as  should  encourage  Mex- 
ico to  renew  her  old  course  of  robbing  and  impris- 
oning our  citizens,  and  then  refusing  us  indemnity, 
and  cheating  our  commissioners  with  forged  pa- 
pers. To  secure  this,  we  must  make  her  feel  that 
when  she  made  peace,  it  must  be  peace,  and  not  a 
mere  pretext  for  quasi  war  and  underhand  robbery. 
He  was  not  for  offering  Mexico  a  premium  for 
such  a  course,  by  withdrawing  our  armies  without 
due  security  for  the  future.  This  was  the  object 
of  the  Administration  and  its  friends,  an  honora- 
ble and  a  secure  peace.  What  was  the  object  on 
the  other  side?  He  wanted  to  hear.  Why  did 
gentlemen  carry  on  this  war?  Let  the  people 
know.  The  avi'ful  voice  from  Ashland  had  said 
that  the  world  ought  to  know.  Well,  let  it  be 
known. 

Did  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  believe  that  this 
House  possessed  the  treaty-making  power?  One 
of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  said  it  had, 
and  that  Congress  ought  to  indicate  the  terms  of 
a  peace.  Yes;  this  House,  he  supposed,  were  to 
propose  to  Mexico  a  treaty.  The  Constitution, 
indeed,  declared  that  the  treaty  power  belonged 
exclusively  to  the  President  and  Senate;  but  a 
judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  held  that  it  belonged 
to  the  House,  or  at  least  to  Congress.  "  We,  the 
Representatives  of  the  people,"  (as  a  gentleman 
on  the  other  side  had  said,  just  as  if  the  President 
was  not  as  much  elected  by  the  people  as  the 
members  of  that  House,)  could  no  doubt  make 
treaties  as  well  as  propose  them,  and  fix  the  terms. 
He  supposed  the  two  Houses  would  soon  be  for 
resolving  themselves  into  one  body  and  voting 
a  new  constitution,  as  they  did  in  Mexico.  At  all 
events,  this  was  a  new  mode  of  making  treaties, 
and  he  should  like  to  see  it  carried  out.  Mean- 
while he  called  upon  gentlemen  to  state  their  ob- 
ject in  this  war.  The  people  would  then  under- 
stand them  better;  they  would  then  begin  to  know 
what  it  was  they  really  wanted.  The  President 
and  his  friends  in  that  House  wanted  a  war  to 
obtain  an  honorable  peace;  but  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  wanted  no  war,  and  a  dishonorable  peace. 
If  they  could  get  any  other  sort  of  a  peace  than 
that,  he  wished  they  would  let  the  people  know 
how  they  were  going  to  get  it. 

Mr.  B.  said  he,  for  one,  was  not  afraid  to  tax 
the  people;  he  was  not  afraid  to  appeal  to  the  peo- 
ple. The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Ste- 
phens] had  said  that  this  war  was  odious;  but 
Mr.  B.  had  seen  no  evidence  of  it.  The  war 
always  had  been  popular  with  his  people;  and  the 
people  were  willing  to  bear  any  necessary  burdens 
when  their  country  was  at  war;  and  so  they  would 
continue  to  be  until  it  was  brought  to  an  honorable 
close.  They  wanted  no  war  of  offence;  all  they 
asked  was,  that  other  nations  would  let  us  alone. 

He  considered  the  v/hole  thing  as  unfortunate. 
It  was  to  be  regretted  that  Mexico  could  not  see 
her  true  interest.  But  if  she  would  not  see,  ought 
she  not  to  suffer  for  her  obstinate  blindness 
and  folly  ?  Gentlemen  need  not  fear;  the  people 
were  ready  to  bear  any  tax  in  an  honorable 
and  a  just  war.  They  so  believed  the  present  war 
to  be;  and  Mr.  B.  had  not  the  remotest  doubt  they 
would  cheerfully  pay  for  it.  See  how  they  rushed 
to  fill  up  the  ranks  of  the  volunteer  regiments, 
everywhere,  save  in  some  parts  of  New  England, 
(and  there  the  call  for  volunteers  had  not  been  a 
very  loud  one.)  In  his  own  patriotic  State,  in- 
stead of  raising  one  regiment,  they  had  raised  two; 
they  could  have  raised  a  brigade — aye,  a  division, 
had  there  been  need.  Men  of  all  parties  there 
were  ready  to  fight  for  their  country.  They  would 
not  thus  rush  to  battle  if  they  believed  it  was  a 
bad  cause.  They  had  eyes  to  see,  as  well  as  gen- 
tlemen in  Congress.  The  war  was  popular;  not 
that  the  people  loved  war  for  its  own  sake,  but  they 
believed  this  war  had  been  unjustly  forced  upon 
us.  He  denied  that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
had  any  grounds  for  saying  that  the  war  was  un- 
popular and  odious.  If  every  man  would  now  go 
home,  and  put  the  question  of  his  return  on  the 
question  of  this  war,  he  imagined  they  would  find 
Whigs  in  that  House  "few  and  far  between."  In 
the  city  of  Brotherly  Love,  look  at  the  public 
meetings  which  came  together  to  sustain  the  Pres- 
ident.   Half  the  names  of  ths  most  prominent  men 


were  from  the  opposite  party.  There  was  patriot- 
ism in  that  city.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
said  that  some  of  the  officers  who  fought  at  Buena 
Vista  v/ere  of  as  pure  blood  as  any  the  country 
contained.  What  the  gentleman  meant  exactly 
by  "pure  blood"  he  knew  not;  he  presumed  in- 
tegrity and  pure  moral  character.  The  gentleman 
had  cited  the  names  of  Hardin  and  Clay.  Well, 
what  did  such  men  go  to  Mexico  for?  To  fight 
in  an  unjust,  unconstitutional,  unnecessary  war? 
No;  gentlemen  mistook  the  feeling  within  those 
walls  for  the  feeling  outside;  but  they  were  mis- 
taken. Was  Pennsylvania,  was  Kentucky  op- 
posed to  this  war?  Did  they  want  an  insecure, 
inglorious  peace?  Mr.  B.  had  mistaken  the  whole 
character  of  this  war,  if  it  was  not  one  which  the 
people  would  cheerfully  support.  He  meant  men 
of  heart,  men  of  principle — not  men  of  pocket. 
Let  Mexico,  then,  and  let  our  own  soldiers,  know 
what  we  are  fighting  for.  Let  all  understand  it 
was  to  secure  an  honorable  and  a  permanent 
peace;  not  to  cover  the  retreat  of  brave  men,  and 
patch  up  a  dishonorable  peace  that  must  lead 
again  to  war. 

If  that  was  what  we  looked  to,  if  our  gallant 
little  army  were  to  make  their  way  home  with 
clouds  of  Mexicans  at  their  heels,  like  the  retreat 
of  the  ten  thousand  under  Xenophon,  then  let  u.<3 
send  back  the  flags  that  had  been  deposited  in 
triumph  at  the  War  OAce — leave  not  a  relic  of  all 
our  victories;  speak  no  more  of  Hardin  orof  Clay, 
erect  no  monument  over  the  gallant  dead;  it  would 
be  erected,  not  to  gallant  and  honored  defenders  of 
their  country's  honor,  but  to  murderers  ! 

Here  Mr.  B.'s  hour  expired,  and  Mr.  C.  B. 
SMITH  obtained  the  floor, 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  February  2, 1848. 
The  VICE  PPcESIDENT  being  absent— 
On  motion  by  Mr.  BENTON,  seconded  by  Mr. 
MANGUM,  it  was  resolved  that  the  honorable 
David  R.  Atchison  be  appointed  President  of  the 
Senate  pro  tempore. 

RESOLUTIONS,  ETC. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  res- 
olution passed  by  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  in 
favor  of  the  passage  of  a  law  granting  a  portion  of 
public  lands  to  each  of  the  officers  and  soldiers,  or 
their  legal  representatives,  who  served,  or  may 
serve,  in  the  war  with  Mexico;  which  was  read, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  said  Legislature,  in 
favor  of  the  passage  of  an  act  to  indemnify  citizens 
of  the  United  States  for  losses  by  French  spolia- 
tions prior  to  1800;  which  was  read,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  said  Legislature,  in 
favor  of  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  State 
of  Louisiana  to  select  other  school  land  in  lieu  of 
such  as  are  unfit  for  cultivation;  which  were  read, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  said  Legislature,  pray- 
ing an  enlargement  of  the  powers  of  said  Legisla- 
ture, in  reference  to  the  selection  and  disposition 
of  the  sixteenth  sections  or  school  lands;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

MEXICAN  SPOLIATIONS. 

In  presenting  the  memorial  of  Philo  B.  Johnson, 
praying  indemnity  for  injuries  to  his  person  and 
property,  committed  by  Mexican  citizens — 

Mr.  NILES  said,  that  though  the  memorial  went 
somewhat  into  detail,  yet  he  should  request  that 
it  be  read.  He  would  state  briefly  the  substance 
of  it.  The  memorialist  was  one  of  the  claimants 
for  spoliations  by  the  Mexican  Government.  He 
had  been  subjected  to  gross  outrages  in  the  year 
1831,  at  or  near  Tabasco.  He  was  an  old  sea  cap- 
tain, now  a  resident  of  New  York,  but  a  native  of 
the  State  which  he  (Mr.  N.)  represented.  Hia 
whole  life  had  been  spent  on  the  high  seas,  and 
having,  unfortunately,  lost  all  his  property,  has 
presented  himself  as  a  claimant  for  redress,  on 
account  of  the  injuries  wiiich  he  had  sustained  at 
the  hands  of  the  lawless  agents  of  the  Mexican 
Government.  The  subject  had  some  bearing  on 
the  great  question  before  that  body  and  th«  coun- 
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try,  in  ro<:aid  to  tlic  character  of  claims  of  citizens 
of  the  United  State?  a^rainst  Mexico,  of  whicli  they 
lieard  so  much.  It  would  seem  to  be  admitted  on 
i\ll  hands,  liiat  it  has  l^econie  the  duty  of  tliis  Gov- 
ernment to- take  care  of  those  who  had  just  and 
honest  claims  against  Mexico.  This  question  had 
become  one  of  some  importance  in  relation  to  the 
present  war  with  Mexico.  It  was  part,  perhaps 
an  especial  part,  of  the  indemnity  claimed  from 
Mexico.  It  had  been  contended,  however, amon2;3t 
others  by  an  honorable  and  distinguished  gentle- 
man, who  had  v/ritlen  a  pamphlet  on  tJie  subject, 
and  who  had  been  long  in  office  under  this  (govern- 
ment, that  these  claims,  beina;  merely  a  deb;,  could 
not,  according  to  the  usages  of  nations,  be  made 
the  subject  of  a  war,  or  even,  if  he  (Mr.  N.)  was 
not  mistaken,  enter  into  the  considerations  con- 
nected with  the  existing  state  of  war.  Now,  these 
transactions  took  place  years  ago.  Tlie  public 
mind  was  not,  pci'haps,  much  informed  on  the 
subject.  But  these  claiins  had  been  in  part  act- 
ed upon — so  far,  at  least,  as  they  had  come  under 
the  adjudication  of  the  convention  to  which  they 
were  referred;  and  whether  they  had  or  had  not 
assumed  the  shape  and  form  of  debts,  in  their 
original  character  they  were  not  debts — not  at  all. 
Of  course,  by  the  law  of  nations  they  could  not 
interfei-e  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  a  debt 
which  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  might  have 
against  the  Government  of^lexico;  that  did  not 
come  within  the  province  of  the  Government. 
But  these  were  claims  arising  under  our  treaties 
with  Mexico,  and  under  the  laws  of  nations,  for 
spoliations  on  our  commerce,  and  for  the  robbery 
and  plunder  of  the  property  of  our  citizens,  who 
were  doing  business  in  Mexico,  thus  involving  the 
grossest  violation  of  our  flag.  The  present  was  one 
of  those  cases;  the  vessel  in  charge  of  the  memo- 
rialist was  violently  seized  and  taken  possession  of. 
He  was  himself  violently  seized,  put  in  the  stocks, 
and  incarcerated  in  a  prison.  He  was  compelled, 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  to  carry  in  his  own 
vessel  a  military  force,  to  aid  in  the  civil  wars  of 
the  country,  first  by  one  party,  and  then  by  the 
other.  This  was  a  fair  sample  of  the  general 
character  of  these  claims.  They  arose  from  vio- 
lence, from  spoliation,  from  a  gross  disregard  of 
the  sober  obligations  of  national  law.  Every  one 
of  these  claims  aftbrded  in  itself,  distinctly  consid- 
ered, if  not  promptly  met  and  redressed,  a  justifi- 
able cause  of  v/ar.  He  did  not  say  that  this  war 
arose  from  these  claims  at  all;  but  he  did  say,  that 
this  case  and  others  showed  that  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  Government  towards  the  United 
States  had  been  not  only  unfriendly,  but  had  been 
marlced  liy  every  species  of  injustice,  violence, 
and  rapacity,  unexampled  in  the  commercial  inter- 
course of  any  people  making  the  slightest  claim 
to  civilization.  It  was  not  necessary  to  say  any- 
thing more  on  the  .subject,  as  the  memorialist  asked 
that  his  story  of  wrongs  might  be  read.  He  would 
conclude  by  moving  that  it  be  read. 

The  memorial,  having  been  read,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

CADETS. 

Mr.  BENTON  .submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  ordered  lo  be  printed: 

Rciolveil,  That  the  President  he  requested  to  cause  the 
Somite  to  hf-  iiifi>riiiecl  of  the  order,  or  law,  by  virtue  of 
whicli  the  foilrnviiij,'  w  onls,  in  re  lation  to  :!ie  yromotion  of 
cadetd,  have  l)pen  irix'ruil  iji  thu  Army  Register  of  the 
United  States,  pase  4.j,  lor  thi'  ycnr  1847: 

"Cadets  actin:;  as  supiTuunurary  oliicers?  in  the  army,  in 
virtue  of  their  lirevets,  will  he  siiocessively  promoted  to  va- 
cancies of  the  lowest  Rrade  which  niav  first  happen  in  the 
particular  arm  to  which  they  may  have  hcen  attached,  ac- 
cordiiig  to  ihe  order  of  rank  eotahlished  at  the  Military 
Academy." 

LIGHTING  THE  CAPITOL. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pubhc 
Buildings,  reported  a  bill  to  pay  James  Crutchett 
two  thousand  dollars  for  lighting  the  Capitol  and 
Capitol  grounds;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to 
a  second  readinir. 

Mr.  HUNTER  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Senate  that  the  bill  might  have  a  second 
rendinc:  now. 

Mr.  NILES  objected  to  the  second  reading,  pro- 
nouncing the  plan  by  which  the  Capitol  gmunds 
were  lighted  to  be  a  humbug. 

After  an  explanation  by  Mr.  HUNTER  that  the 
bill  was  merely  to  meet  a  present  emergency 

Mr.  NILES  withdrew  hi.s  objection,  and  .said 
that  he  shoidd  defer  what  he  wished  to  say  until 
the  iubject  should  come  up  on  itv  merits. 


The  bill  was  then  read  a  second  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  being  made,  it 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

BRIG  UOUGLASS. 
^  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  A. 
A.  Frazier,  for  himself  and  Alvin  Baker,  reported 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  considered  by 
unanimous  consent  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial  of  A.  A.  Frazier,  l^jr  him- 
self and  Aivin  Baker,  owners  of  the  biig  Douglass,  piayiii!; 
indemnity  for  the  losses  caused  by  the  allpged  wrongful 
seizure  by  a  Bi-ftish  cruiser,  he  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
State;  .ind  that  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed  to  eom- 
muiiicate  to  the  Senate  the  originals  or  copies  of  all  depo- 
sitions and  oilier  documents  and  papers  in  his  department 
relating  to  said  case;  and  likewise  such  correspondence  as 
may  have  been  had  with  the  British  Government,  or  its  offi- 
cers, and  our  own  in  relation  thereto,  which,  in  his  opinion, 
may  be  made  public  consistent  with  the  public  interests ; 
and  that  the  Secretary  of  .State  do  also  make  a  report  on 
said  case  as  presented  to  his  department. 

PRIVATE   BILLS. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Joseph  de  la  Francia,  submitted  a  report,  accoin- 
panied  by  a  bill  supplementary  to  "An  act  to  au- 
thorize the  Secretary  of  State  to  liquidate  certain 
claitns  therein  mentioned,  "passed  the  I8th  of  April, 
1814.  The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  I.  Bigelow, 
adiTiinistrator  on  the  estate  of  Frangois  Cazeau, 
submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill,  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Fi-angois 
Cazeau,  late  merchant  at  Montreal.  The  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading,  and  the  re- 
port ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  make  an  an-angement  or 
compromise  with  Mangle  M.  Q-uackenbos  and  his 
coobligors,  or  any  of  them,  for  claims  or  bonds 
given  by  them  as  sureties  to  the  United  States, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

PENSIONS  TO  THE  ORDNANCE  CORPS. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  said,  that  under 
existing  laws,  the  enlisted   men   of  the  ordnance 
corps  were  exempted  from  the  benefit  of  the  pen- 
sions allowed  to  men  wounded  and  disabled  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States.     The  attention  of  the 
Military  Committee  had  been  drawn    to  the  fact, 
and  he  was  instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  meet  the 
case.      Before   introducing   it,   he    would  merely 
remark,  that  he  supposed   that  the  exemption  in 
the  original  law  resulted   from  the  fact,  that  these 
men  were   enlisted   under  the   title  of  "  artificers, 
armorers,  and  master  workmen,"  though  regularly 
enlisted  as  soldiers,  and  liable  to  serve  in  the  field. 
In   their  appropriate  employment   as   artillerists, 
they  were  exposed  to  more  hazard  than  any  other 
branch  of  the  service.     They    were    exposed    to 
many  accidents  and  casualties  from  the  explosion 
of  the  combustible  materials  which  they  handled. 
They  were  also  used   in   battle,  generally  in   all 
siege  trains,  and  were  placed  in  charge  of  the  artil- 
lery accompanying  great  marching  armies.    They 
had  been  used  in  this  war  in  working  rocket  and 
howitzer  batteries,  and  he  had   before  him  a  state- 
ment relative  to  a  single  company  engaged  in  work- 
ing a  mountain  howitzer  in  Mexico,  which,  in  suc- 
cessive battles  in  the  valley  of  Mexico,  lost,  out  of 
the  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  of  which  it  was 
coinposed,  in   killed   and  wounded,  twenty-three 
tnen — five  killed  and  eighteen  wounded.     Some  of 
the  wounded    men  were  totally  disabled,  and   had  i 
not  been  discharged,  because  no  pension  provision  \ 
had  been  made  \'oy  them;  and  if  discharged,  their  i 
disability  from  wounds  received   in  battle  render- J 
itig  them  unable  to  obtain  subsistence,  they  would 
have  been  thrown  upon  the  charity  of  the  country,  i 
In  view  of  these   considerations,  the   present  bill  I 
had  been  prepared,  and  was  presented  with  a  re-  I 
quest  that,  by  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate,  ! 
it  fihould  be  passed  to-day,  or  as  soon  as  the  Senate 
thought  proper.  ' 

The  said  bill  was  read  the  second  time,  by  unan-  ] 
imous  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  \ 
the  Whole;  and,   no  ainendment  being  made,  it 
was  reported  to  the  Senate,  engrossed,  read  a  third  ! 
time,  and  passed.  ' 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  La.,  from   the  Committee  | 


on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  men^orial 
of  Francis  0.  Dorr  and  Andrew  C.  Dorr,  submit- 
ted an  adverse  report;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  establish 
j  an  additional  district  court  of  the  United  States  in 
I  the  State  of  Texas,  reported  it  v/itlsout  amend- 
I  ment. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Thomas,  Cowperthv^aite,  &  Co.,  reported  a  bil! 
providing  for  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  the 
decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  among  the  several  States  and  Territories; 
which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  their 
Clerk  : 

Mr.  President  :  The  House  of  Representatives 
have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  confirm  the 
boundary  between  Missouri  and  Arkansas;"  in 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  military 
force. 

Mr.  BELL  addressed  the  Senate  in  opposition 
to  the  bill,  and,  without  concluding,  gave  way  to  a 
motion  for  adjournment. 

[A  full  report  of  Mr.  Bell's  speech  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix.  The  following  is  a  synop- 
sis of  his  remarks  :] 

Mr.  BELL  made  an  apology  for  troubling  the 
Senate  with  any  remarks  after  the  discussion 
which  had  taken  place.  He  could  not  agree  with 
those  who  had  said,  that  if  no  debate  had  ariserf 
they  would  have  permitted  this  bill  to  pass.  He 
would  not  have  done  so,  because  he  did  not  con- 
sider that  his  voice  was  his  own,  and  that  it  was 
to  be  used  to  make  converts  here,  but  that  the 
country  demanded  its  exercise  for  their  advantage. 
He  stated,  that  in  his  section  of  country  there  had 
been  a  universal  opinion  that  the  war  should  be 
vigorously  prosecuted,  and  that  all  necessary  sup- 
plies should  be  granted.  It  was  necessary  for  him 
therefore  to  give  the  reasons  which  would  compel 
him  to  vote  against  this  bill.  The  Whig  party 
had  heretofore  voted  all  supplies.  He  hijid  come 
to  Washington  in  the  belief  that  he  would  vote  for 
this  bill,  and  he  wished  to  show  that  the  change 
which  had  taken  place  in  his  mind  iiad  been  pro- 
duced by  the  change  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
policy  of  the  Administration. 

He  would  not  inquire  whether  General  Taylor's 
order  of  January  13,  1846,  necessarily  led  to  the 
war — which  party  commenced  it — whether  it  was 
constitutional  or  unconstitutional — whether  it  might 
have  been  avoided  or  not,  although  he  thought  it 
might — or  whether  it  was  just  or  unjust;  for  if  it 
were  the  latter,  he  would  wish  to  throw  a  veil  over 
it,  and  blot  out  the  record  of  it  forever. 

He  disclaimed  any  sympathy  with  the  Mexican 
Government,  or  her  gasconadin"-  chiefs,  although 
he  felt  much  for  the  unoffending  portion  of  the 
people.  He  did  not  hold  Mexico  as  entirely  guilt- 
less of  the  war.  The  annexation  of  Texas  might 
have  produced  some  hostile  feeling  in  the  people 
and  Government  of  Mexico.  In  the  consumma- 
tion of  that  act  he  did  not  think  we  had  shown 
Kuflicient  respect  to  the  feelings  of  other  nations. 
He  thought  all  peaceful  overtures  for  a  settlement 
of  our  difficulties  should  have  been  tried,  and  had 
they  failed,  there  would  have  been  cause  of  war. 
There  was,  in  his  opinion,  due  to  us  some  fair  and 
reasonable  and  moderate  and  defensible  indemnity 
from  Mexico.  But  the  sending  out  more  men 
was  a  very  difl^erent  question.  It  involved  ques- 
tions far  transcending  any  question  of  mere  in- 
demnity— questions  which  were  comiected  with 
our  own  interests,  and  with  the  welfare  of  our  own 
institutions. 

He  then  went  on  to  notice  the  aspersions  which 
had  been  thrown  on  those  who  oppo.sed  the  war, 
and  which  could  only  be  excused  on  the  ground  of 
excited  enthusiasm.  But  it  was  not  thus  that  the 
freedom  of  .speech  was  to  be  suppressed.  He  ad- 
verted to  the  remarks  attributed  to  a  general  officer, 
once  a  member  of  this  Senate,  which  he  hoped  . 
were  erroneously  imputed  to  him  in  a  morning 
paper.    He  thought  that  he  was  as  free  from  party 
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influences  in  his  views  on  the  subject  of  the  war 
as  any  one  who  might  be  disposed  to  question 
liim.  They  who  opposed  th€  war  were  not  from 
one  section,  butifrom  all  sections  of  the  country. 
He  would  undertake  to  say,  from  the  slate  of  pub- 
lic opinion  as  far  as  he  had  ascertained  it,  two- 
thirds  of  the  country  were  against  the  war,  and 
■desirous  for  peace.  Considering  that  our  military 
achievements  had  been  sufficient  to  satisfy  our  na- 
tional honor,  they  would  be  willing  to  strangle  the 
hydra  to-day.  This  might  not  be  the  case  ten 
months  hence. 

Rather  than  call  on  the  opponents  of  the  war  to 
be  silent,  it  would  be,  in  his  opinion,  more  mag- 
nanimous for  its  advocates  to  pause  and  take  such 
a  course  as  would  tend  to  the  termination  of  the 
contest.  Suppose  the  war  should  be  continued, 
and  blood  should  flow  more  copiously,  he  asked 
on  whom  would  be  the  responsibility? 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  examine  what  is  the 
policy  of  the  President  in  the  further  prosecution 
«f  this  war.  He  held  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  had  not  been  sufii- 
ciently  explicit  on  this  point.  By  one,  it  was  said 
that  the  object  is  to  conquer  peace;  another,  that 
it  is  to  obtain  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security 
for  the  future.  The  President  has  been  more  can- 
did. He  says  we  ought  to  keep  California  and 
New  Mexico.  Would  a  treaty  to  this  extent  be 
satisfactory?  What  more  do  you  want?  More 
territory?  Yes.  What  more?  W^ould  his  friend 
from  Mississippi  answer? 

Mr.  FOOTE  said  he  would  be  satisfied  himself 
with  the  territory  stated  by  the  President,  if  the 
condition  of  Mexico  would  enable  its  Government 
to  give  sufficient  security  for  the  permanence  of 
such  a  treaty  stipulation.  He  did  not  speak  for 
any  one  but  himself. 

Mr.  BELL  wished  to  know  what  further  was 
■wanted.  If  it  was  not  money  nor  indemnity 
which  was  meant  by  asking  for  security,  what  did 
the  message  mean  by  ample  indemnity  for  the 
past  and  security  for  the  future?  Were  these 
■mere  expletives  ?  Since  the  failure  of  Mr.  Trist's 
negotiations,  and  our  splendid  successes,  a  change 
had  come  over  the  policy  of  the  Administration. 
Since  that,  the  policy  of  obtaining  security  for  the 
future  had  been  adopted. 

He  would  say  that  the  Administration  and  their 
advocates  would  not  be  satisfied  with  the  mere 
cession  of  California  and  New  Mexico.  The  chair- 
man of  the  Military  Committee  would  not  say  the 
Administration  would  be  satisfied  with  this  ces- 
sion, because  it  would  bring  no  security  for  the 
future.  Nor  would  it  do  so.  It  would  give  no 
security  for  a  permanent  peace.  That  cession 
■would  not  be  satisfactory  to  the  Administration  or 
its  advocates. 

Did  the  Administration  desire  the  fortress  of  San 
Ju^n  de  Uiua?  He  knew  it  had  no  confidence  in 
any  of  the  chiefs  in  Mexico.  He  concluded  that 
it  neither  wanted  nor  expected  a  treaty,  until,  by 
the  triumphs  of  our  arms,  a  party  should  be  ele- 
vated to  power,  with  whom  a  secure  peace  might 
be  negotiated. 

It  was  a  part  of  the  policy  of  this  Govei-nment, 
as  had  been  disclosed  by  the  able  Senator  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Dix,]  to  prevent  the  interference 
of  any  foreign  government  in  the  affairs  of  Mex- 
ico. And  this  was  a  key  to  the  cabalistic  phrase, 
*' security  for  the  future."  It  was  the  policy  of  the 
Administration  to  prevent  any  such  interference. 
This  policy  may  have  been  modified  by  more 
recent  circumstances,  of  which  he  could  know 
nothing.  If  a  treaty  had  been  made,  it  would  be 
submitted  to  the  action  and  responsibility  of  the 
Senate.  The  President  would  throw  the  respon- 
sibility of  ratifying  such  a  treaty  on  the  Senate,  as 
he  was  bound  to  do,  by  the  course  which  he  took 
in  his  annual  message;  and  he  (Mr.  B.)  said,  that 
if  in  other  respects  the  treaty  was  a  fair  one,  he 
would  give  his  aid  to  the  President,  to  relieve  him 
from  any  responsibility  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  B.  complained  of  the  masked  policy  of  the 
Administration.  The  people  had  been  led  to  ex- 
pect an  early  peace;  and  now,  they  are  to  under- 
stand that  no  treaty  can  be  made  wuh  the  Mexican 
parties  which  now  rule  that  country.  This  war  is 
to  be  prolotiged  until  we  can  create  a  government 
which  can  give  us  indemnity  for  the  past,  and  the 
assurance  that  no  transatlantic  Power  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  interfere  with  the  concerns  of  Mexico, 
or  obtain  foothold  there.  He  would  not  say  that 
such  an  event  was  impossible. 


If  California  and  New  Mexico  would  be  deemed 
sufficient,  why  not  fall  back  on  them  and  hold  them? 
Oh!  it  will  be  answered,  we  have  now  possession 
of  much  more,  and  we  cannot  go  back.  The  com- 
mon apology,  "  force  of  circumstances,"  is  brought 
forvvard.  It  was  so  Iwelve  months  ago.  We  had 
possession  of  a  third  of  Mexico,  but  the  force  of 
circumstances  dr-ove  us  on  to  pass  into  the  heart  of 
the  country,  and  make  the  Mexicans  feel  our  re- 
venge. Force  of  circumstances  now  compels  us 
to  go  on  until  we  can  coerce  a  treaty,  which,  like 
an  ignis  fatuus,  eludes  us  as,  we  pursue  it. 

Pass  this  bill,  and  let  the  troops  go  out,  and  they 
cannot  be  recalled  in  less  than  one  year.  He  com- 
puted the  cost  of  an  army  of  forty  thousand  or  fifty 
thousand  men  in  Mexico,  at  forty  millions.  If  you 
could  get  ten  millions  out  of  Mexico,  there  would 
remain  thirty  millions  for  us  to  pay;  and  this  would 
be  five  times  the  value  of  California  and  New  Mex- 
ico— a  barren  and  useless  region. 

He  referred  to  a  movement  of  the  Puros — as 
stated  in  a  morning  paper — in  opposition  to  a 
treaty;  and  this  is  the  very  party  on  which  the 
Administration  relies  for  peace.  The  Administra- 
tion could  not  expect  a  treaty  based  on  the  idea 
of  security  for  the  future,  while  the  existing  party 
in  Mexico  remained  in  power. 

He  believed  that  the  Administration  was  embar- 
rassed by  the  double  policy  it  had  adopted — which 
was,  to  hold  out  a  desire  to  make  a  treaty  with 
any  existing  government,  while  it  was  operating 
to  raise  up  a  new  party  into  power  in  Mexico. 

The  avowal  of  the  chairman  of  the  Military 
Committee — that  he  knew  no  more  of  the  policy 
of  the  Administration  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  than  was  disclosed  in  the  official  reports  and 
public  documents — he  regarded  as  an  extraordi- 
nary one.  The  argument  of  the  honorable  chair- 
man was  based  on  those  official  reports  and  docu- 
ments. The  chairman  said  circumstances  might 
arise  which  would  endanger  our  army;  that  an 
emeute  might  take  place;  that  our  troops  were  in 
the  midst  of  ten  millions  of  hostile  [)opulation,  a 
million  of  whom  were  able  to  bear  arms.  If  it 
could  be  shown  our  army  is  in  real  peril,  he  would 
vote  ten  or  thirty  regiments  immediately.  He 
assumed  that  there  are  45,000  troops  in  Mexico, 
32,000  of  whom  are  under  Scott.  He  reviewed 
what  our  troops  had  already  done,  by  a  greatly 
diminished  number,  against  five  or  six  times  the 
number  of  Mexicans,  by  both  General  Taylor 
and  General  Scott,  in  order  to  show  that  our  troops 
now  in  Mexico  were  sufficient  for  every  purpose 
of  defence  or  aggression. 

He  complained  that  the  chairman  of  the  Military 
Committee  had  given  no  estimate  of  the  number 
of  troops  which  he  thought  necessary  to  hold  the 
various  posts.  There  were  no  data,  therefore,  be- 
fore the  Senate,  to  enable  it  to  form  an  opinion  on 
this  subject.  He  went  on  to  calculate  the  forces 
which,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  sufficient.  About 
5,000  men  would  be  enough  to  hold  the  line  of 
coast;  and,  allowing  for  5,000  disabled,  there 
would  be  still  above  20,000  effectives  under  Gen. 
Scott.  He  believed  that  General  Scott  felt  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  overrun  the  country,  as  it  was 
understood  that  troops  had  already  left  Mexico 
for  the  interior.  The  troops  now  in  Mexico  are 
sufficient  to  take  and  garrison  fourteen  of  their 
largest  towns. 

Another  object  of  the  war  is  to  make  the  people 
of  Mexico  feel  the  pressure  of  the  war,  to  seize 
the  revenues,  &c.  The  Senator  from  Michigan 
urged  the  immediate  seizure  of  Zacatecas,  because 
of  the  great  revenue  to  be  acquired  from  it.  Fie 
pointed  out  the  errors  to  which  we  were  subject 
when  we  attempted  to  compute  the  revenue  from 
the  mines  and  other  sources.  General  Scott,  by 
a  single  stroke  of  the  pen,  struck  out  the  whole 
revenue  from  internal  trade,  amounting  to  four  and 
a  half  millions.  The  full  amount  of  revenue  which 
could  be  derived  would  not  be  more  than  a  mil- 
lion. In  order  to  make  the  people  of  Mexico  feel 
the  burdens  of  the  war,  you  at  once  abolish  the 
duty  which  was  most  oppressive  on  them.  You 
relieve  the  people,  instead  of  bringing  the  calamities 
of  war  upon  them.  You  make  them  friendly  to  us, 
and  that  is  what  you  mean.  We  have  pursued  a 
policy  of  alleviation  on  one  hand,  and  of  oppres- 
sion on  the  other.  One  must  be  abandoned.  He 
concluded  that  the  Administration  desired  no  peace 
with  any  party  now  in  power. 

Mr.  Cass  saU  he  would  answer  as  far  as  re- 
garded his  own  views  as  to  the  objects  of  the  war. 


The  Senator  had  put  several  questions,  and  seemed 
to  expect  Senators  to  jump  up  and  answer.  He 
would  only  answer  that  they  wanted  security.  He 
would  not  say  what;  but  would  leave  that  to  be 
determined  by  the  Executive,  in  whose  discretion 
he  had  entire  confidence.  As  to  security,  it  was 
asked  against  the  instability  of  the  Government, 
and  also  against  an  intractable  people.  He  would 
not  say  what  the  President  might  demand.  We 
may  not  want  an  open  boundary;  we  may  want  a 
mountain  ridge.  Since  the  submission  of  the  res- 
olutions of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Han- 
NEGAN,]  his  inclinations  pointed  to  the  Sierra 
Madre,  which  would  be  an  impassable  boundary. 
The  Senator  from  Tennessee  assumed  that  we 
could  make  no  treaty  with  the  present  Govern- 
ment, in  the  opinion  of  the  Executive,  because  it 
could  not  give  security  for  the  future;  and  when 
he  assumed  this,  he  must  have  penetrated  deeper 
into  the  policy  of  the  Administration  than  he  (Mr. 
C.)  had.  The  Administration  would  be  willing  to 
make  a  treaty  with  any  CTOvcrnment;  but  it  would 
hold  indemnity  until  it  was  assured  of  the  perma- 
nence of  the  Government.  But  we  are  not  come 
to  the  point  where  the  nature  of  the  security  is  to 
be  fixed. 

He  disavowed  having  used  the  language  that  he 
knew  nothing  of  the  policy  of  the  Administration, 
except  what  was  disclosed  in  the  official  reports. 
The  Senator  from  Tennessee  probably  had  in  his 
mind  a  remark  made  by  him  (Mr.  C.)  in  refer- 
ence to  the  plan  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  a 
very  deep  plan  it  was.  Speaking  of  that,  he  had 
said  that  he  knew  nothing  more  of  the  plan  than 
what  he  gathered  from  the  official  report.  For, 
although  he  had  conversed  with  the  Secretary,  he 
had  obtained  no  additional  information. 

Mr.  FOOTE  made  some  brief  explanation, 
which  was  not  understood  in  the  gallery. 

Mr.  BELL  here  threw  himself  on  the  indul- 
gence of  the  Senate.  If  there  was  no  objection  on 
the  part  of  Senators  on  the  other  side,  he  would 
postpone  the  residue  of  his  remarks  until  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  DOWNS  said  he  had  understood  a  rule  was 
adopted  that  Senators  should  conclude  on  the  same 
day.  Acting  with  that  impression,  he  had  hurried 
his  remarks  on  Monday  to  a  conclusion,  omitting 
much  which  he  had  intended  to  say,  because  he 
was  unwilling  to  trespass  on  the  patience  of  the 
Senate,  and  to  infringe  what  he  had  believed  to 
be  the  general  understanding.  He  did  not  oppose 
an  adjournment,  but  he  thought  it  due  to  himself 
to  make  this  explanation. 

Mr.  BELL  said,  that  after  these  remarks,  he 
considered  himself  bound  to  proceed. 

Mr.  TURNEY  suggested  that  the  weak  condi- 
tion of  his  colleague's  health  was  well  known  to 
the  Senate,  and  he  hoped  that  an  adjournment 
would  be  agreed  to.  He  moved  that  the  Senate 
adjourn. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  withdrawn,  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving  the  following  message  from 
thePresidentofthelJnitedStates,  by  Mr.  Walker, 
his  Secretary: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

In  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  Janu- 
ary, 1848,  calling  for  information  on  the  subject  of  the  nei;o- 
tiation  between  the  Commissioner  of  the  United  States  and 
the  Commissioners  of  Mexico  during  the  supension  of  hos- 
tilities after  the  battles  of  Contreras  and  Cliuruhusco,  I 
transmit  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  docu- 
ments which  accompany  it. 

I  deem  it  proper  to  add,  tliat  the  invitation  from  the  Com- 
missioner of^  the  United  States  to  submit  the  proposition  of 
boundary,  referred  to  in  his  despaicli  No.  15,  of  the  4th  of 
September,  1847,  here  with  oomnuuiicated,  was  unautho- 
rized by  me,  and  was  promptly  disapproved  ;  and  this  disap- 
proval wascominunieated  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  United 
States  witli  the  least  possible  delay. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 
Washington,  February  2,  1848. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  MANGUM,  it  was  ordered 
that  it  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

[For  the  documents  mentioned  in  the  above  mes- 
sage of  the  President,  see  Appendix.] 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  February  3,  184S. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.    THOMPSON,   of   Kentucky,    from    the 

Committee  on  Printing,  to  which  was  referred,  on 

the  3d  January  last,  the  resolution  relative  to  the 

Erinting  of  extra  copies  of  a  report  communicated 
y  Colonel  J.  J.  Aburt  to  the  Senate  on  the  13th 
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of  December  last,  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  five  thousand  extra  copies  of  Colonel  J.  J. 
Abert's  report,  which  was  communicated  on  the  13th  of 
December  last,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  17th  January,  18-17,  he  printed  for  the  use  of  this  House. 

The  resolution  havinij;  been  read — 

Mr.  McClelland  moved  to  amend  it  by 
adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  words,  "and  that 
two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  said  extra  copies  be 
assigned  for  the  use  of  tlie  Topographical  Bureau." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  then  the 
resolution  as  thus  amended  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARALSON  asked  leave  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.     Objected  to. 

Mr  HUNT  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow  or 
some  subsequent  day,  he  would  ask  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Abraham  Hogeboom. 

Mr.  PILLSBURY  asked  leave  to  make  a  very 
brief  personal  explanation.     Objected  to. 

THE    MESSAGE THE    AVAR,    ETC. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness first  ill  order,  viz  :  the  concurrence  by  the 
House  in  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  in  their  resolutions  referring  the  Presi- 
dent's annual  message  to  appropriate  committees, 
and  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Cobb,  of 
Georgia,  to  the  8th  resolution  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  viz  :  Add  between  the 
word  "  personal"  and  the  word  "property"  the 
words  "  and  other,"  so  as  to  make  it  read,  "to  be 
assessed  on  personal  and  other  properly,"  &c. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  then  proceeded  with 
his  remarks.  He  should  not  consume  any  portion 
of  his  lime,  he  said,  in  discussing  the  origin  of 
the  war  with  Mexico.  That  question  had  been 
thoroughly  discussed,  not  only  during  this  session, 
but  during  the  last  session.  The  members  of  this 
House,  and  the  country,  were  in  possession  of  all 
the  information  necessary  to  enable  them  to  form 
a  conclusion  satisfactory  to  themselves.  He  had 
only  to  say,  in  regard  to  that  matter,  that  this 
House,  during  the  present  session,  had  decided, 
upon  a  solemn  and  deliberate  vote,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  that  this  war  was  unnecessarily  and  uncon- 
stitutionally commenced  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  He  had  had  the  good  fortune — 
and  he  deemed  it  extreme  good  fortune — to  have 
the  opportunity  of  recording  his  vote  in  favor 
of  this  sentence  of  condemnation.  In  giving  this 
vote,  his  heart  concurred  with  his  judgment.  And 
he  desired  to  say  no  more  at  this  time  in  regard 
to  the  origin  of  this  war,  than  to  express  his 
concurrence  with  the  decision  so  solemnly  made 
by  this  House.  It  was  a  decision  which  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country  would  approve  and  endorse; 
and  whatever  might  be  the  opinion  of  individuals, 
carried  away  by  partisan  excitement,  when  that 
excitement  shall  have  been  dissipated  by  the  lapse 
of  time,  the  'deliberate  sentiment  of  the  American 
people  would  sanction  that  vote  of  condemnation 
in  regard  to  the  origin  of  this  war. 

But  he  desired  to  speak  more  particularly  in  ref- 
erence to  questions  of  more  |)raclical  utility — ques- 
tions which  concerned  the  future  rather  than  the 
past.  However  this  war  might  have  been  began, 
on  whomsoever  should  rest  the  responsibility  of 
its  origin,  we  are  in  the  midst  of  it;  its  evils  are 
now  pressing  upon  us,  paralyzing  the  energies  of 
the  country,  drying  up  its  resources,  and  wasting 
its  best  blood.  It  became  them,  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  American  people,  sent  here  to  deliber- 
ate upon  questions  affecting  their  interests,  to  de- 
vise some  means  by  which  this  war  may  be  brought 
to  a  close,  and  its  calamitous  consequences  cur- 
tailed, if  they  cannot  be  prevented. 

He  desired  to  occupy  a  few  moments  in  the  ex- 
amination of  some  of  the  evils  which  were  likely 
to  result  to  the  country  from  the  continuance  of 
this  war,  and  in  the  con.sideralion  of  questions  con- 
nected with  the  finances,  as  they  were  to  be  affected 
by  the  prosecution  of  it.  They  had  had  laid  on 
their  tables,  nnil  on  which  they  would  be  called  to 
act  in  a  day  or  two,  a  bill  proposing  to  add  eighteen 
millions  and  a  half  lo  our  public  debt.  It  became 
them  carefully  to  inquire  how  far  that  debt  was 
likely  to  be  increased  by  the  continuance  of  this 
war,  and  how  far  the  Re|>rescntalives  of  the  people 
were  required  by  their  duty  to  increase  that  debt. 

What  was  the  amount  of  our  debt  at  present.' 
They  were  sometimes  told  that  gentlemen  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  who  stood  opposed  to  the  meas- 
ures of  the  national  Administration,  were  in  favor 


of  a  national  debt;  but,  for  one,  he  intended  to 
testify,  by  his  vote  and  action,  that  that  charge 
did  not  apply  to  him.  He  regarded  the  accumu- 
lation of  a  national  debt  as  an  evil  of  the  greatest 
magnitude,  and  one  which  every  consideration  of 
duly  and  patriotism  required  them  to  ward  from 
the  country.  The  amount  of  our  public  debt,  as 
v/e  were  informed  by  the  Secretary  and  the  Presi- 
dent at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  was 
§45, 659, 659  40.  To  what  amount  was  it  proposed 
to  increase  this  debt.'  The  President  had  already 
recommended  loans  to  the  amount  of  thirty-nine 
millions,  viz:  balance  for  1848,  eighteen  and  a  half 
millions;  and  for  1849,  twenty  and  a  half  millions 
— making  a  total  of  thirty-nine  millions,  which  he 
told  Congress  and  the  country  would  be  required 
to  continue  the  prosecution  of  the  war  up  to  the 
close  of  the  next  fiscal  year,  the  30th  June,  1849. 
Well,  according  to  the  President's  and  Secre- 
taiy's  estimate,  we  have,  then,  in  prospective,  on 
the  30th  June,  1849,  a  public  debt  of  the  amount 
of  $84,659,659  40.  This  looks  like  a  burden  of 
debt  well  calculated  to  set  the  people  to  reflecting, 
even  assuming  the  estimates  made  by  the  Execu- 
tive Department  of  the  Government  to  be  correct. 
But,  he  would  ask,  how  much  might  the  actual 
expenditures  reasonably  be  calculated  to  exceed 
these  estimates.'  At  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
the  President  came  forward  with  a  recommenda- 
tion for  a  loan  of  twenty-three  millions.  [Mr.  S. 
read  a  short  extract  from  the  message  containing 
this  recommendation,  in  which  the  President  esti- 
mated, if  ihe  war  continued   till  the  30ih  June, 

1848,  that  an  additionel  loan  of  twenty-three  mil- 
lions would  be  required,  on  the  assumption  that 
there  was  constantly  retained  in  the  treasury  four 
millions  to  meet  any  contingencies;  if  such  surplus 
were  not  provided  for,  a  loan  of  nineteen  millions 
would  be  sufficient.] 

Now,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  (con- 
tinued Mr.  S.,)  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
informed  Congress  that  a  loan  of  twenty-three 
millions  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  continue  this 
war  Uiitil  the  30th  June,  1848,  and  that  it  would 
also  enable  Government  to  retain  four  millions  in 
the  treasury.  We  have  not  yet  reached  that  pe- 
riod; the  30th  June,  1848,  is  some  months  hence; 
and  yet,  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  the  President  comes  forward  and 
informs  us,  through  his  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
llwit  an  additional  loan  of  5^18, 500, 000  is  necessary 
now  to  continue  this  war  up  to  the  30th  June,  1848! 
And,  at  the  same  time,  he  tells  us  that  three  mil- 
lions is  all  that  is  necessary  to  be  retained  in  the 
treasury;  so  that,  adding  to  this  eighteen  and  a 
half  millions  this  additional  million,  it  appears  that 
nearly  twenty  millions  additional  are  necessary, 
and  that  the  estimates  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress fell  short  by  about  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 
How  and  why  was  this  gross  blunder  made .'  Are 
we  to  attribute  it  to  the  errors  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury .'  Was  his  judgment  in  regard  to  the 
finances  of  the  country  so  poor  that  he  fell  into 
such  grievous  mistakes  as  these  are  .'  Or  has  there 
been  an  attempt  to  cover  up  and  conceal  frotn  the 
country  the  enormous  national  debt  which  this  war 
is  creating.'  He  cared  not  which  horn  of  the  di- 
lemma the  Administration  and  its  friends  chose; 
in  either  case,  it  was  conclusively  shown  that  no 
confidence  could  be  placed  in  the  estimates  ema- 
nating from  that  source. 

This  estimate,  as  now  made,  showed  the  public 
debt  to  be  eighty-four  million.s  on  the  30th  June, 

1849.  The  estimate  was  made  on  the  assumption 
that  the  Government  would  receive  all  the  revenues 
estiiriated  in  the  Secretary's  report,  and  would  only 
be  required  to  expend  the  amount  which  is  there 
estimated.  Let  him  ask  if  any  reliance  was  to  be 
placed  on  these  estimates?  What  were  the  esti- 
mates last  year ,'  Why,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, after  the  war  began,  estimated  that  the  receipts 
of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  30th  June, 
1847,  would  be,  in  round  numbers,  |31,335,000; 
the  actual  recei|)ts  were  ^26,346,000,  showing  a 
deficiency  of  ^4,988,000 — almost  five  millions.  He 
estimated  the  expenditures  of  the  Government,  for 
the  same  year,  at  ^55,5241,000;  whereas  the  report 
now  on  their  tables  showed  that  the  actual  expend- 
itures were  $59,451,000;  making  an  excess  of  over 
$4jOOO,000.  The  facts  as  now  before  us,  then, 
showed  that  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  regard  to  the  receipts  aiul  ex- 
penditures of  the  last  year,  made  a  difference  of 
^9,198,906. 


Well,  was  it  not  fair  to  presume  that  the  Presi- 
dent's estimates  in  regard  to  the  expenses  of  this  and 
the  next  year,  are  as  erroneous  as  they  then  were 
for  the  year  1847.'  He  thought  that  presumption 
a  fair  one.  If  it  were,  then  we  should  be  required 
to  add  to  the  national  debt,  as  already  estimated, 
§18,397,000,  which  would  make  a  debt  that  we 
should  be  owing  on  the  30th  June,  1849,  of  over 
5pl03, 000,000:  a  sum  largely  beyond  the  entire 
aiTiounl  of  ihe  national  debt  created  by  the  last  war 
with  Great  Britain  ! 

Let  him  refer  to  a  single  fact,  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  what  degree  of  confidence  was  to  be 
placed  in  the  estimates  of  the  Executive.  In  the 
annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
during  this  session,  we  are  told  that  an  additional 
loan  of  $18,500,000  would  be  required  for  the  pres- 
ent year.  The  President,  in  his  message,  said  the 
same  thing.  A  few  weeks  ago,  we  were  informed 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ad  interim,  that 
a  mistake  had  been  discovered  in  their  estimates, 
amounting  to  within  a  fraction  of  |7 ,000,000;  that 
they  found  themselves  in  possession  of  |7, 000,000 
more  than  they  had  estimated.  Well,  if  that  was 
true,  what  was  the  natural  consequence.'  What 
was  the  inference  that  every  sensible  man  would 
be  likely  to  draw?  Why,  that  the  loan  that  was 
proposed  might  be  reduced  that  sum;  and  the  Sec- 
retary m  fact  tells  us  that  the  loan  may  be  reduced 
to  $12,000,000.  But  scarcely  had  the  report  con- 
taining this  information  been  printed,  when  we 
were  informed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
that  his  previous  estimate  was  erroneous,  and  we 
were  now  called  on  to  extend  the  loan  to  $16,000,- 
000.  He  (Mr.  S.)  ventured  the  prediction,  that 
before  this  session  of  Congress  closed,  we  should 
be  told  that  the  amount  of  the  loan  is  not  sufficient, 
and  be  called  on  for  an  additional  amount. 

But,  placing  it  upon  their  own  estimates,  making 
the  allowance  for  errors  for  this  and  the  succeed- 
ing year,  which  he  had  shown  had  existed  in  the 
estimates  of  the  last  year,  and  our  public  debt 
would  be  on  the  30th  of  June,  1849,  $103,000,000 
and  over,  requiring  an  amount  of  $6,183,448  to 
meet  the  interest  upon  it  at  six  per  cent.  It  be- 
came matter  of  very  grave  interest  to  this  country 
to  inquire  how  this  debt  was  to  be  paid.  How 
were  we  to  meet  it?  How  were  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  cancel  the  heavy  ainount  of  obli- 
gations which  the  present  Administration  were 
incurring  for  them  ?  Why,  the  bill  authorizing  a 
loan  at  the  last  session  contained  a  pledge  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest  and  principal.  Did  any  gentleman  be- 
lieve we  could  avail  ourselves  of  anything  from 
that  source? — that  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
would  be  sufficient  to  meet  aquarter  of  the  interest 
on  the  public  debt  as  it  was  likely  to  exist  on  the 
30th  of  June,  1849?  No  gentleman  who  looked 
into  the  matter  could  imagine  such  a  thing.  Be/ore 
the  war  began,  while  the  country  wns  on  a  peace 
establishment,  when  the  commercial,  manufac- 
turing, and  agricultural  interests  were  prosperous, 
only  between  two  and  three  millions  were  received 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands;  and  could  gen- 
tlemen, even  if  the  receipts  were  to  continue  as 
large,  expect  to  pay  $6,000,000  out  of  that  ? 

i3ut  how  did  the  case  stand  with  reference  to  this 
subject?  Why,  the  very  same  Congress  that  made 
that  pledge  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
passed  a  bill  voting  away  sixteen  millions  of  acres 
of  public  lands  as  bounty  lands  !  He  made  no  ob- 
jection to  that  act;  he  voted  for  it;  he  was  willing 
to  accord  to  the  men  and  their  wives  and  children 
who  sacrifice  their  lives  and  health  in  this  war  that 
bounty  which  was  due  to  their  services;  but  what 
he  blamed  Congress  for  was,  for  not  providing 
other  means  to  meet  the  accumulation  of  interest 
and  principal  of  this  debt.  The  number  of  indi- 
viduals entitled  to  bounty  lands,  if  the  forces  which 
were  now  called  for  were  put  in  requisition,  would 
not  be  short  of  100,000  men;  they  would  draw 
16,000,000  of  aci-es,  which,  at  the  minimum  Gov- 
ernment price,  would  amount  to  $20,000,000.  How 
many  years,  allowing  the  income  of  the  lands  to  be 
$3,000,000  a  year,  would  be  required  to  take  up 
these  military  land  warrants?  Some  seven  years. 
During  all  that  time  every  gentleman  must  per- 
ceive our  revenue  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
is  cut  off;  and  this  fund  pledged  for  the  redemption 
of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt— a 
fund  which  produces  not  enough  to  pay  the  inter- 
est, much  less  the  principal  of  the  public  debt — is 
entirely  absorbed,  and  cannot  be  applied  even  to 
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the  extent  it  would  go  to  this  purpose,  to  which  it 
is  pledged  in  the  loan  bill  of  the  last  session. 

He  believed  we  had  reached  a  point  in  the  pro- 
secution of  this  war  and  in  the  finances  of  the 
country  which  appealed  to  the  patriotism  of  those 
who  brought  this  war  upon  the  country — those 
who  stand  by  the  Administration  and  defend  it — 
he  believed  we  had  reached  a  crisis  which  required 
them  to  come  forward  now  and  test  the  partiality 
of  the  American  people  for  this  war  by  imposing 
the  necessary  taxes  to  meet  the  interest  and  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  the  public 
debt. 

He  here  avowed  himself  to  be  in  favor  of  the 
plan  of  levying  direct  taxes  if  this  war  was  to  be 
continued.  He  did  not  desire  to  continue  this  war 
on  credit,  without  any  means  being  provided  to 
meet  even  the  interest  on  the  debt  to  be  created. 
He  would  ask  if  such  a  course  would  be  honest? 
Was  it  just?  He  was  not  willing  to  go  on  year 
after  year  in  the  prosecution  of  a  war  to  gratify  the 
ambitious  designs  of  our  rulers,  accumulating  a 
national  debt  for  the  next  generation  to  pay,  and 
at  the  same  time  impose  no  burdens  on  ourselves 
nor  provide  any  means  for  its  redemption.  It  was 
neither  just  nor  honest  to  do  so.  At  the  com- 
mencement of  this  Government,  in  the  first  report 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under  the 
administration  of  Washington,  a  recommendation 
was  made  of  this  principle,  which  an  attempt  was 
made  to  establish,  that  no  loan  should  at  any  time 
be  obtained  without  at  the  same  time  providing  the 
means  by  which  the  debt  should  be  paid.  He 
would  read  a  short  extract  from  that  report: 

"Incorporating,  as  a.funcUimental  maxim,  in  the  system  of 
public  credit  of  the  United  States,  that  the  creation  of  debt 
should  always  be  accompanied  by  the  ineans  of  exlinguis/i- 
ment;  that  tliis  is  the  true  secret  for  rendering  public  credit 
immortal;  and  that  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  a  situation  in 
which  there  may  not  be  an  adherence  to  the  maxim." 

It  would  need  no  prophet  to  foretell,  if  we  con- 
tinued this  war  in  this  manner  one  year  longer, 
that  not  only  would  the  stocks  of  this  Government 
be  hawked  about  Wall  street  seeking  buyers  at  a 
depreciation,  but  no  buyers  would  be  found.  We 
had  heard  a  great  deal  said  about  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain,  and  this  war  has  been  compared 
with  that.  Those  who  were  opposed  to  this  war 
had  been  compared  to  those  who  wei-e  opposed  to 
that  war;  but  there  was  a  striking  difference  be- 
tween the  friends  of  the  two  wars.  The  friends 
of  the  last  war  in  Congress  were  willing  to  meet 
the  crisis  like  men.  They  were  'not  opposed  to 
the  imposition  of  burdens  on  their  constituents  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  the  war;  and  during  the  very 
first  year,  jjl, 725,000  were  raised  by  internal  duties, 
and  three  millions  by  direct  taxation  among  the 
States.  This  was  the  course  then  pursued.  Why 
do  not  the  friends  of  this  war,  who  tell  us  the  war 
is  so  popular  with  the  people,  make  some  such 
provision  to  meet  the  expenses  now  incurred  ?  The 
first  thing  done  by  the  friends  of  the  late  war  was 
to  double  the  duties  on  imports;  whereas,  since 
this  war  was  commenced,  duties  had  been  cut 
down  fifty  per  cent.  Surely  in  this  thei-e  was  a 
great  difference.  If  there  was  necessity  for  meas- 
ures of  that  kind  at  that  time,  it  was  doubly  neces- 
sary now.  Why,  the  expenses  of  this  war  were 
greatly,  very  greatly,  beyond  the  expenses  of  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain.  He  would  refer  to 
the  expenses  of  this  Government  for  a  period  of 
years,  embracing  the  period  of  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  to  show  that  he  was  correct  in  this 
position.  From  the  31st  December,  1811,  to  the 
31st  December,  1812,  the  expenses  of  this  Gov- 
ernment were  $17,829,498  70.  From  the  31st 
December,  1812,  to  the  same  day  of  1813,  the 
expenses  were  $28,082,396  92.  From  the  same 
day  of  1813  to  31si  December,  1814,  they  were 
$30,127,686  38.  Thus,  in  thre^  years,  embracing 
the  whole  period  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain, 
the  national  expenses,  including  all  the  expenses 
of  the  war,  as  well  as  the  civil  establishment, 
were  $76,039,582  20. 

Now,  what  were  the  expenses  contracted  by  this 
war?  The  expenses  of  the  Government,  from 
the  30lh  June,  1846,  to  the  30th  June,  1847,  were 
$59,451,177  65.  That  was  for  a  period  but  one 
month  after  the  war  was  begun.  For  the  year 
from  the  30th  June,  1847,  to  the  30th  June,  1848, 
the  estimated  e.xpenses  were  $58,615,660  07.  And 
the  estimates  for  the  next  year  were  $55,644,941  72. 
The  aggregate  for  these  three  years  was  $173,- 
711,779  44,  or  an  excess  over  the  expenditures 
during  the  lata  war  of  $97,673,197  44;  more,  in 


fact,  than  double  the  expenses  of  the  late  war; 
for  the  whole  aggregate  for  that  war,  as  he  had 
shown,  was  but  $76,039,582  20.  They  all,  how- 
ever, must  know  that  these  estimate.'?  were  not 
correct.  It  would  be  noticed  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had  estimated  the  expenses  of  this 
less  than  the  past  year,  and  for  the  next  less  than 
the  present.  The  expenses  of  the  first  year  of 
the  war  were  estimated  to  be  greater  than  would 
be  required  for  subsequent  years,  when  they  had 
every  reason  to  believe  they  would  be  much  higher. 
If,  however,  the  expenses  should  be  only  as  high, 
then  the  excess  would  be  $102,213,958  95.  But 
did  any  gentleman  there  suppose  the  expenses 
would  be  less  this  year  than  the  last?  Did  not 
every  one  know  that  the  estimates  for  those  years 
were  erroneous?  Nay,  they  were  absurd.  Every 
one  must  know  that  as  the  war  progressed  its  ex- 
penses would  increase.  They  were  already  called 
upon  to  raise  thirty  thousand  more  troops,  and, 
while  calling  upon  them  to  do  this,  the  Executive 
told  them  that  the  war  could  be  prosecuted  for  a 
less  sum  than  it  was  the  past  year.  Did  gentle- 
men believe  it?  Would  the  people  of  this  country, 
would  any  man  of  ordinary  intelligence  believe  it? 
What  had  they  done  towards  reducing  the  ex- 
penses for  the  next  year?  Had  they  decreased 
the  pay  of  the  soldier?  Had  they  diminished  the 
soldiers' rations?  Had  they  cut  off  any  of  the 
perquisites  which  the  army  might  claim?  Had 
they  done  anything  to  lessen  the  expense  of  this 
war?  Nothing,  absolutely  nothing;  and  yet,  ac- 
cording to  the  reasoning  of  the  Executive,  we  may 
go  on  to  raise  new  armies,  and  all  the  while  the 
expense  shall  be  less  than  heretofore.  The  idea 
was  absurd. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Mc- 
Kay,] who  has  served  several  years  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  a  few  days  since  told 
us,  that  after  the  war  was  ended,  the  ordinary  rev- 
enues of  the  Government  would  be  sufficient  to 
pay  every  expense  of  the  Government,  and  the 
interest  of  the  debt,  without  other  taxation.  But 
was  that  opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  correct?  Let  us  look  for  a  moment  at 
the  facts.  The  receipts  for  the  year  ending  30th 
June,  1846,  were  $29,499,247  06.  That  amount 
was  raised  thus:  from  customs,  $26,712,667  87; 
fi-om  public  lands,  $2,694,452  48;  and  miscella- 
neous, $92,126  71.  The  expenses  for  the  same 
period — and  they  were  for  a  peace  establishment, 
when  a  Democratic  Administration  was  carrying 
out  its  professions  of  reform — were  $28,031,114  20, 
being  an  excess  of  receipts  over  expenditures  of 
$1,418,132  86.  If  the  revenue  of  the  Government 
exceeded  the  expenditures  so  small  an  amount 
then,  what  must  it  be  now?  Did  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  really  believe  we  could  bring 
down  our  expenditures  to  our  receipts?  And  how 
long  will  it  take  to  get  rid  of  the  army?  The  ad- 
ditional expense  of  the  military  establishment 
would  be  found  to  be  immense.  They  all  knew 
that  the  army  never  would  be  brought  down, 
while  he  or  any  there  lived,  to  the  standard  at 
which  it  was  before  the  war  began.  No  man 
could  expect  it.  If,  then,  there  was  only  so  small 
a  surplus  at  the  time  of  which  he  had  spoken, 
where  were  they  to  get  the  means  to  pay  this  six 
millions  of  interest?  From  what  sources  was  it  to 
be  derived?  They  could  not  get  it  from  any 
source. 

But  let  them  look  at  the  next  year.  The  entire 
revenues  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1847,  were 
$26,346,790  37.  The  expenditures  for  the  same 
period  were  $59,451,177  65.  Of  this  amount, 
$18,365,518  03  were  the  estimated  expenses  of  the 
war;  and  for  pay  to  volunteers  and  militia  the 
sum  was  $1,368,709  40.  There  was,  besides,  for 
the  redemption  of  the  loan  and  treasury  notes, 
$2,402,817  65;  making,  in  all,  $22,137,045  08; 
leaving  for  other  expenses  $37,314,123  57 — being 
an  excess  over  the  revenue  of  $10,967,333  20. 
How,  then,  could  it  be  expected  that  this  debt 
could  be  paid  out  of  the  revenues  of  the  Govern- 
ment without  other  taxation  ? 

Mr.  McKAY  inquired  whence  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  obtained  his  statistics? 

Mr.  C.  B.  SMITH  replied,  that  he  took  them 
as  he  found  them  given  in  the  Secretary's  report. 
Here,  then,  was  an  excess  of  expenditures  over 
revenue  of  nearly  eleven  millions  of  dollars;  and 
when  they  came  to  add  to  the  ordinary  expenses 
of  the  Government  six  millions  for  interest  of  the 
debt,  he  asked  gentlemen  where  they  would  derive 


the  means'  to  pay  these  demands  ?  The  expenses 
of  the  army  would  be  increased,  and  it  could  not 
be  expected  that  they  could  meet  their  engagements 
without  additional  taxation.  They  could  not  ex- 
pect to  receive  more  than  thirty  millions,  while  the 
expenses  of  the  Government  after  the  war  would 
not  be  Jess  than  thirty-five  millions;  and  when  they 
added  six  millions  as  the  interest  on  the  public 
debt,  making  forty-one  millions  of  dollars  to  be 
provided  for,  what  were  they  to  do  ?  Yet  this  was 
the  kind  of  financiering  which  accompanied  this 
Mexican  war  at  this  remarkable  epoch  of  our  his- 
tory. We  are  going  on  with  the  prosecution  of  a 
war  on  credit;  we  are  creating  a  great  national  debt; 
and  soon  we  should  see  treasury  notes  and  Gov- 
ernment stocks  sold  in  Wall  street,  the  New  York 
money  market,  at  less  than  par.  He  believed  they 
had  not  reached  par  since  this  session  of  Congress 
began,  with  a  tendency  downwards  all  the  time. 
He  believed  it  to  be  their  duty  to  provide  imme- 
diate means,  by  direct  taxation,  to  raise  a  fund  with 
which  they  could  be  able  to  meet  the  debt,  and  not 
suffer  it  to  go  on  accumulating  year  after  year  with- 
out making  any  provision  for  its  redemption.  But 
he  would  say  no  more  on  that  subject.  There 
were  other  matters  on  which  he  wished  to  say  a 
few  words. 

He  would  be  glad  if  some  friend  of  this  Admin- 
istration, some  advocate  of  this  war,  would  inform 
him  with  what  object  it  was  prosecuted.  He 
should  be  glad  if  the  President  or  any  of  his  friends 
would  point  out  clearly  the  line  of  operations  which 
it  was  intended  to  pursue.  He  had  heard  a  great 
deal  said  about  this  war  being  prosecuted  vigor- 
ously to  obtain  an  honorable  peace;  and  yestei-day 
one  gentleman  asked  if  they  desired  a  dishonorable 
peace.  All  certainly  desired  an  honorable  peace; 
and  when  gentlemen  told  the  House  that  they 
would  prosecute  this  war  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining an  honorable  peace,  he  should  be  glad  if 
they  would  come  out  and  define  their  meaning, 
and  let  the  House  and  the  country  know  what  they 
meant  by  an  "  honorable  peace." 

But  there  was  another  phrase,  which  he  believed 
originated  with  the  President;  for,  the  first  time 
he  saw  it  was  in  a  Presidential  message,  whence 
it  was  soon  caught  up  by  the  friends  of  the  Admin- 
istration and  became  current  It  was  this  :  that 
this  war  was  to  be  prosecuted  to  obtain  "  indem- 
nity for  the  past  and  security  for  the  future."  "  In- 
demnity for  the  past!"  Perhaps  they  could  all 
understand  what  that  means;  but  what  meant  the 
cabalistic  phrase,  "  security  for  the  future  ?"  Was 
security  for  the  future  to  be  found  in  the  possession 
of  all  Mexico  ?  Were  we  to  provide  against  a 
breach  of  the  peace  by  taking  the  whole  country  ? 
Was  it  to  be  done  by  the  establishment  of  a  mili- 
tary force  there,  to  keep  the  people  of  Mexico  in 
subjection?  He  would  like  to  know  what  was 
really  the  meaning  of  these  words. 

Well,  the  President  desired  "  indemnity  for  the 
past  and  security  for  the  future."  He  was  very 
desirous  to  obtain  an  "  honorable  peace. "  The 
President  told  us  in  his  late  message,  that  he  had 
authorized  Mr.  Trist  to  negotiate  a  peace.  It  ap- 
peai-ed  that  the  President,  in  such  negotiations, 
desired  to  obtain  New  Mexico  and  California. 
His  language  in  his  message  of  the  7th  December 
was  this  : 

"  The  boundary  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  the  cession  to  the 
United  States  of  Nevi'  Mexico  and  Upper  California,  consti- 
tuted an  ultimatum  which  our  commissioner  was  under  no 
circumstances  to  yield." 

And  why  did  he  want  New  Mexico  and  Cali- 
fornia? Oh!  there  were  the  expenses  of  the  war 
and  spoliations  on  our  commerce,  and  we  were  to 
have  this  territory  as  an  indemnity.  The  Presi- 
dent repudiated  conquests;  yet  he  told  us  that  this 
territory  was  worth  more  than  the  amount  of  our 
claims,  and,  therefore,  our  commissioner  was  in- 
structed to  give  a  liberal  equivalent.  The  follow- 
ing were  the  terms  in  which  he  spoke  on   this 

point : 

"As  the  territory  to  be  acquired  by  the  boundary  proposed 
might  be  estimated  to  be  of  greater  value  than  a  fair  equiv- 
alent for  our  just  demands,  our  commissioner  was  autho- 
rized to  stipulate  for  the  payment  of  .vucli  additional  pecu- 
niary consideration  ss  was  deemed  reasonable." 

What  the  amount  of  that  equivalent  was,  the 
President  did  not  inform  us ;  but  from  other 
sources,  it  ajipeared  that  Mr.  Trist  ollered  twenty 
iTiillions  of  dollars.  So  it  seemed  the  Pi-esident 
was  not  m  favor  of  conquest:  but  he  did  desire  to 
obtain  n  portion  of  Mexican  teriitory  to  which  he 
was  net  entitled,  and   they  were  called   upon  to 
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prosecute  the  war  for  the  purpose  of  Compelling 
Mexico  to  sell  us  a  portion  of  her  country,  which 
the  President  acknowledges  we  have  no  right  to 
claim.  Was  this  to  be  an  indemnity  for  future 
peace?  There  never  was  a  conqueror  that  avowed 
his  design  of  a  conquest  so  openly  as  the  design  of 
our  President  was  shown  to  be.  He  tells  us  he 
desires  no  conquests,  and  yet  he  continues  the  war 
until  he  can  compel  JVtexico  to  sell  for  a  fair  price 
Buch  portions  of  her  territory  as  we  may  fix  upon. 

But  he  would  be  glad  to  know  by  what  means 
we  were  to  obtain  "security  for  the  future." 
Were  we  to  obtain  some  guarantee  from  Mexico 
that  she  will  not  attempt  to  disturb  us.'  Was  she 
to  give  a  bond  in  addition  to  a  treaty.'  We  might 
8U[>pose,  from  an  intimation  in  tlie  President's 
message  on  another  subject,  that  security  was  to 
be  found  in  building  up  civil  governments  of  our 
own  choice  in  Mexico,  and  by  iceeping  up  military 
establishments  to  overawe  the  people.  Were  we 
BO  wild,  so  reckless,  as  to  hope  to  do  so  success- 
fully? Did  the  history  of  Europe  furnish  no  pre- 
cedents to  deter  us  from  such  a  course?  When 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  overrun  Spain  to  place  his 
brother  on  the  throne  of  that  country,  he  placed 
armies  there  to  retain  the  power  he  obtained;  and 
while  we  imitated  his  conduct,  we  should  pioiit  by 
his  example,  and  take  warning  from  hjs  fate.  If 
we  shall  build  up  governments  in  Mexico,  and 
attempt  to  keep  it  in  our  power,  we  should  require 
an  army  there  of  fifty  thousand  men  for  the  next 
twenty  years. 

When  this  war  first  commenced,  he  stated  it  as 
his  opinion  on  this  floor  that  the  war  was  com- 
menced by  the  Administration  for  conquest.  He 
knew  the  Administration  had  repeatedly  denied 
all  intention  to  make  conquests;  but  he  asked  any 
man  to  look  at  the  evidence,  and  then  see  if  his 
mind  could  be  brought  to  any  other  conclusion. 
He  understood  well  the  game  that  was  being 
played.  He  believed  it  was  not  the  desire  or  ex- 
pectation of  the  Administration  to  make  any  treaty 
with  Mexico.  He  believed  the  country  was  to  be 
deluded  with  hopes  of  peace  until  the  next  Presi- 
dential election  shall  have  passed  by.  He  believed, 
during  the  time  that  would  intervene,  the  public 
mind  would  be  often  excited  by  rumors  of  that 
kind;  and  if  they  can  succeed  in  securing  the 
Government  for  another  term  of  four  years,  the 
mask  will  then  be  thrown  off,  the  real  intention 
will  be  avowed,  and  they  would  then  be  told,  as 
they  were  when  the  annexation  of  Texas  was 
under  discussion,  that  the  American  people  had 
decided  in  favor  of  annexing  all  Mexico,  and  it 
would  be  pressed  through  Congress  suddenly.  Let 
them  look  for  a  moment  at  a  short  extract  from  a 
speech  v/hich  had  recently  been  made  on  this  sub- 
ject. He  saw  in  the  papers  a  speech  reported  of 
a  gentleman  who  stood  on  intimate  terms  with  the 
Administration,  in  which  that  gentleman  said: 

'•  TiK-re  are  numerous  cases,  all  tending  to  the  same 
point,  that  vvlienevcr  it  beccinies  impracticable  toolitain  ter- 
ritory by  piirclniiC,  we  TAKt:  it  by  force.  All  that  strip  of 
country  lying  between  Natchez  and  Baton  Roui;e  was  taken 
possession  of  in  that  way.  And  we  have  done  so  in  all 
ca^es  wUkix  we  could  not  obtain  territory  by  negotiation; 
and  this  course  has  been  pursued  throughout  the  world,  in 
all  timep,  by  all  Powers." 

This  was  the  declaration  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  [Mr.  Sevier,] 
delivered  in  the  United  States  Senate  on  the  24th 
January,  1S48 — a  gentleman  who  stands  on  inti- 
mate terms  and  has  confidential  relations  with  the 
Executive  of  this  Union,  avowing  it' to  be  a  prac- 
tice to  take  territory  by  force  wlien  we  were  not 
able  to  acf[uii'e  it  Ijy  negotiation. 

But  he  had  also  an  extract  from  the  spcecli  of 
another  gentleman,  aa  follov/s: 

"  I  repeat  what  I  buthre  said,  that  the  longer  M  \ico  con- 
tinues her  obsiiiiale  rejection  of  reasonable  indemnity,  and 
the  greater  the  exertions  she  con)pels  us  to  make,  the  greater 
will  he  our  demands,  and  the  heavier  her  losses.  What  we 
would  have  aeoeptid  last  year,  or  even  at  the  commence- 
ment ol  the  present  oampaimi,  we  may  well  refuse  now ; 
and  wlial  wi;  would  accept  now,  we  may  well  refuse  after 
a  few  months.  And  how  innch  the  public  sentiment  of  this 
country  may  demand  a  year  or  two  hence,  if  the  war  coti- 
tiniieg  so  lone;,  I  do  not  pretend  to  predict.  We  may  have 
to  make  the  areat  expi-rinunt  so  dreaded  by  the  Senator 
from  Houtli  Carolina  and  the  .Senator  from  Kentucky,  and 
annex  the  domains  of  iMexieo  to  our  own.  This  is  the  pen- 
alty whicli  milional  inju-tice  has  often  been  called  to  pay 
and  which  Mexico  may  be  preparing  for  herself."  "  ' 

Tliis  wn.s  the  doclarati<m  of  a  gentleman  [Mr. 
Cass]  who  was  now  generally  understood  to  be 
the  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party  for  the  Presi- 
dency. He  tcll.s  us  that  the  indemnity  to  be  re- 
rjuircd  from  Mexico  is  to  be  increased  in  propor- 


tion to  her  obstinacy;  that  what  would  have  satis- 
fied us  a  few  months  ago  will  not  satisfy  us  now; 
and  that  every  additional  month  will  increase  our 
demands,  until  we  reach  that  point  so  much  dread- 
ed of  ingulfing  the  whole  country  and  bringing  it 
under  our  Government. 

We  have  often  heard  that  Democracy  was  pro- 
gressive. It  does  indeed  progress  at  a  most  fearful 
rate;  and  if  its  progression  should  not  be  arrested, 
it  will  involve  this  country  in  ruin.  He  had  not 
a  shadow  of  doubt  that  this  war  would  coiitinue 
until  after  the  Presidential  election.  We  were  now 
told  that  a  peace  was  negotiated  by  Mr.  Trist  with 
the  commissioneis  of  Mexico:  but  how  often  have 
we  been  deluded  with  the  same  rumor!  After 
every  battle  in  Mexico  the  same  siren  song  has 
been  sung,  the  same  dulcet  notes  sounded,  but  still 
I  peace  came  not.  And  it  might  answer  a  very  good 
purpose,  by  preventing  the  people  giving  utterance 
to  their  indignation  towards  this  Administration. 
The  same  story  had  been  told,  the  saine  song  sung 
ever  since  the  war  began;  and  yet  all  hopes  of 
peace  are  as  baseless  as  before.  There  was  a  cry 
of  "peace,  peace,  when  there  v.'as  no  peace." 
We  had  heard  a  rumor  that  Mr,  Trist  had  effected 
a  treaty  of  peace;  but  if  he  had,  it  would  be  re- 
jected by  the  Administration,  and  Mr.  Ti'ist  would 
be  exposed  to  the  anatheinas  of  the  Administra- 
tion for  daring  to  do  it.  Some  had  even  gone  so 
far  as  to  say,  that  if  Mr.  Trist  came  back,  he  would 
be  hung  for  a  traitor.  At  all  events,  he  was  satis- 
fied the  Administration  had  no  idea  of  obtaining 
a  peace.  The  people  were  still  longer  to  be  de- 
luded with  the  ignis  fatuiis  of  peace,  which  would 
elude  their  grasp  until  after  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion. If  the  Administration  shall  succeed  at  the 
next  election,  which  God  forbid,  the  mask  will  be 
thrown  off,  and  then  we  shall  be  told  that  we  can- 
not get  along  without  all  Mexico;  then  we  shall 
be  told  that  the  American  peo})le  have  decided  in 
favor  of  annexation,  and  that  annexation  must  be 
consummated. 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  S.,)  I  believe  there  can  be  no 
easier  task  than  for  this  Administration  to  bring 
the  present  war  to  a  close.  I  believe  that  peace, 
an  honorable  peace,  may  be  made  in  thirty  days : 
a  peace  just  to  Mexico  and  honorable  to  ourselves  : 
a  peace  in  which  we  have  an  opportunity  of  show- 
ing our  justice  and  magnanimity,  as  we  have  al- 
ready shown  our  heroic  courage  and  skill  in  war. 
And  what  is  necessary  to  effect  this  desirable  ob- 
ject ?  Let  the  President  appoint  suitable  commis- 
sioners— not  one  of  the  clerks  of  a  department,  but 
men  of  chai'acter  and  high  standing;  men  known  to 
the  country,  and  whose  character  will  bea  guarantee 
of  fair  and  upright  intentions  on  the  part  of  those 
sending  them.  Let  these  gentlemen  repair  to  Mex- 
ico, and  there  let  them  propose  terms  of  peace  just 
and  equitable  to  both  parties;  let  them  relinquish 
their  wild  schemes  of  conquest  and  annexation, 
and  offer  terms  just  and  fair,  and  my  word  for  it 
Mexico  will  accede  to  the  offer  If  it  is  territory 
that  we  want,  it  can  be  obtained  in  this  way,  and 
without  dishonor.  But  for  myself  I  do  not  want 
orv/ish  for  a  foot  of  her  soil;  and  I  detest  and  de- 
-nounce  all  prosecution  of  a  war  for  plunder. 

Mr.  SAWYER  here  interposed,  and  (Mr. 
SMITH  yielding  the  floor  for  a  moment)  inquired 
what  were  the  terms  he  thought  we  ought  to 
ofier. 

Mr.  SMITH,  resuming,  said  that  if  he  were  in 

a  position  which  required  him  to  define  the  terms 

of  a  treaty,  he  might  perhaps  tell  the  gentleman 

what  those  terms  were:  as  it  was,   he  should  be 

glad  to  see  the  Administration  define  them.    Why 

did  they  not?     Why  did  they  not  propose  some 

terms   on  which  a  judgment  could  be  made  up? 

Why  conceal  the  object  they  sought  under  the 

I  cabalistic  phrase  of"  security  for  the  future?"  So 

I  far,  however,  as  his  own  opinion  went,  Mr.  S. 

I  would  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  what  these  terms 

I  ought  to  be.     He   had  already  stated   them.     In 

j  the  first  place,  he  utterly  repudiated  all   idea  of 

I  demanding  indemnity  for  the  expenses  of  the  war. 

j  We  have  no  right,  said  he,  to  make  any  such  de- 

I  mand.     I  told  my  own  constituents  on  the  stump, 

that,  for  my  own  part,  I  would  as  soon  think  of 

taking  a  jiurse  on   the  higliway  as  extorting  from 

I  Mexico   the  expenses  of  this  war.     The  House 

i  have  decided  that  the  war  is  ut;constitutionnl,  and 

'  that  it  was  begun  by  the  President.     I   believe  it: 

it  is  the  truth.     We  have  no  right  to  ask  to  be  re- 

I  imbur.sed  for  the  cost  of  this  war.     I  detest  and 

I  despise  this  higgling  with  Mexico  for  the  cost  of 


the  powder  burnt  in  taking  her  forts  and  cities 
from  her.  But  I  am  willing,  in  the  next  place,  to 
demand  full  indemnity  for  the  actual  losses  of  our 
own  citizens  by  the  unlawful  acts  of  the  Mexicans. 
The  losses,  I  believe,  may  amount  to  between  two 
and  three  millions  of  dollars;  and  I  would  insist 
on  having  thi.s  payment  to  our  citizens  made  in 
money.  Does  any  one  believe  that  the  just  rights 
of  those  who  were  losers  by  Mexican  depredations 
could  be  secured  by  a  further  prosecution  of  this 
war?  I  do  not.  I  believe  no  such  thing.  But  if 
the  war  is  to  be  continued  only  to  obtain  indemni- 
ty for  the  losses  of  our  citizens,  why  aie  fifty 
thousand  men  to  be  kept  in  the  field  ?  Where  is 
the  necessitj^  of  occupying  with  our  troops  the 
Mexican  capital  ?  Why  must  we  continue  to  prey 
upon  her  vitals?  If  Nev/  Mexico  and  California 
is  what  we  want  as  indemnity,  and  all  we  want, 
twenty  thousand  men  are  amply  suflicient;  why 
not  take  and  occupy  those  provinces,  and  let  the 
war  cease  ?  With  that  force  we  can  hold  them 
both  against  any  power  Mexico  can  send  against 
them  for  these  tv/enty  years  to  come.  The  fact 
that  the  Administration  has  not  done  this  is  of 
itself  strong  ground  of  suspicion  of  another  and  a 
concealed  design.  With  but  five  thousand  men  in 
New  Mexico,  and  the  same  force  in  California, 
we  could  keep  possession  in  spite  of  all  that  Mexico 
could  do.  She  could  scarcely  molest  or  give  us 
the  least  disturbance  in  holding  both. 

Mr.  S.  thought  there  was  wisdom  and  sound 
policy  in  the  course  recommended  by  a  distin- 
guished gentleman  at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol, 
[Supposed  by  the  reporter  to  refer  to  Mr.  Cal- 
houn's proposed  line  of  occupation.]  If  this  was, 
in  truth,  all  the  Administration  meant  by  their 
demand  of  "indemnity,"  he  thought  there  was 
wisdom  in  taking  the  ground  proposed  by  that 
Senator.  But,  as  Mr.  S.  had  already  said,  he  had 
no  hope  that  that,  or  any  other  policy,  would  be. 
adopted  to  put  an  end  to  the  war.  There  was  but 
one  mode  by  which  that  could  be  effected,  and  that 
was;  by  a  change  of  our  rulers  for  men  of  different 
views  and  principles,  and  he  trusted  that,  at  the 
approaching  election,  this  would  be  done. 

All  that  was  connected  with  this  policy  of  the 
war  of  this  Administration,  had  been  character- 
ized by  a  want  of  sincerity  towards  the  people. 
Had  our  rulers  openly  avowed  it  to  be  their  design 
to  go  to  war  with  Mexico,  the  war  would  either 
have  been  avoided  altogether,  or  closed  long  before 
now.  Plad  they,  like  men,  imposed  the  burdens 
necessary  to  conduct  the  war,  and  which  must  ulti- 
mately be  borne  by  the  people,  the  people  would 
have  seen  that  the  war  was  ended  long  before  this 
time.  The  boasted  popularity  of  the  war  would  not 
survive  one  visitof  the  collector.  Ifsentlemen  wefc 
sincere  in  their  expressed  views  of  the  justice  and 
policy  of  the  war,  now  was  the  time  for  them  to 
show  it:  let  them  vote  the  necessary  taxes — let 
them  make  their  appeal  to  the  people  to  pay  at 
least  a  part  of  the  expenses  of  the  contest.  Let 
them  do  this,  and  they  would  soon  find  that  the 
alleged  popularity  of  their  war  would  vanish  like 
the  mists  of  the  morning.  When  they  found  them- 
selves called  on  to  pay  heavy  taxes  to  sustain  a 
foreign  war,  carried  on  more  than  a  thousand  miles 
fi'om  our  own  frontier,  rely  on  it  they  would  be- 
gin to  inquire  closely  into  the  objects  and  ends  for 
which  it  was  conducted. 

In  England,  when  a  war  was  declared  by  the 
Government,  and  the  feelings  of  the  people  deeply 
roused,  they  contributed  cheerfully  to  sustain  the 
King  in  his  quarrel;  and,  were  this  a  case  of  law- 
less invasion  of  our  territories,  there  were  no  bur- 
dens which  the  people  would  refuse  to  bear  in  in- 
dignantly repelling  it.  But  a  war  undertaken  by 
party  rulers,  for  party  ends,  and  the  gratification 
of  a'sclfish  and  a  grasping  ambition,  was  quite  ano- 
ther affair.  I  believe  (said  Mr.  S.)  that  every  foot 
of  Mexican  territory  we  may  acquire  in  such  a 
conflict,  will  prove  a  curse  to  us  and  to  our  chil- 
dren. The  annexation  of  Texas  he  had  ever  con- 
sidered as  a  most  unhappy  event  in  our  history; 
and  we  were  now  but  rea|>ing  the  fruits  of  that  un- 
justifiable transaction  in  fields  of  blood.  The  fur- 
ther we  went  the  greater  would  be  the  evils  we 
should  bring  on  ourselves  and  our  posterity.  The 
more  foreign  territory  we  might  thus  ac([uire,  the 
nearer  should  we  come  to  the  dissolution  of  this 
Union.  He  had  no  idea  that  our  glorious  institu- 
tions would  long  survive,  or  oiir  Union  long  endure, 
if  we  should  once  succeed  in  embracing  within 
its  limits  the  whole  territory  of  Mexico.    Who- 
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ever  lived  to  see  that  day,  would  soon  witness  the 
end  of  this  Government,  and  the  ruin  of  that  rich 
inheritance  left  us  by  our  revolutionary  fathers. 

The  hour  of  one  having  now  arrived,  the  Chair, 
from  amidst  a  host  of  competitors,  assigned  the 
floeJr  to — 

Mr.  VINTON,  who  said  that  he  had  risen  under 
the  conviction  that  there  was  much  of  other  import- 
ant business  which  demanded  the  immediate  at- 
tention of  the  House,  and  with  the  purpose  of 
endeavoring  to  bring  this  debate  to  a  conclusion. 
But  before  lie  made  the  motion  he  intended,  and  of 
which  he  had  given  notice  yesterday,  he  wished  to 
say  a  few  words  on  a  topic  which  had  arisen  with- 
in a  day  or  two,  in  the  course  of  the  discussion 
which  had  now  occupied  the  House  for  some  time. 
It  had  not  been  Mr.  V.'s  intention  to  take  any  part 
in  this  debate;  nor  should  he,  had  not  the  topic 
been  broached  to  which  he  had  just  alluded;  he 
meant  the  project  of  direct  taxation,  contained  in 
the  amendment  which  had  been  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Wilmot.] 

The  resolutions  on  which  the  House  were  now 
acting  proposed  a  reference  of  the  several  subjects 
contained  in  the  message  of  the  President  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress;  but  the  message  said  nothing 
on  the  subject  of  direct  taxation,  and  therefore  it 
was  that  Mr.  V.  did  not  wish  to  see  any  amend- 
ment on  that  subject  appended  to  the  resolutions  of 
reference. 

But  he  had  other  reasons  for  this  unwillingness. 
The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  over  the  way, 
[Mr.  McKay,]  had  said  to  the  House  on  Saturday, 
that  unless  this  war  was  brought  speedily  to  a 
close,  he  should  make  an  appeal  directly  to  the 
people  to  support  it.  He  wished  to  ask,  whether, 
by  this  appeal,  he  meant  the  proposal  of  direct 
taxes  ? 

Mr.  McKAY  spoke  briefly  in  reply,  but  his 
back  was  turned  to  the  reporter,  and  not  a  word 
he  said  was  distinctly  heard;  it  was  conjectured 
that  he  replied  substantially  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  VINTON,  resuming.  Well,  sir,  the  ex- 
pression "  appeal  to  the  purse  of  the  people"  was 
language  unknown  to  the  Constitution.  The  gen- 
tleman, he  presumed,  meant  direct  taxation.  That 
was  becoming,  it  seemed,  a  very  popular  doctrine 
of  late  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democracy.  They  had 
heard  it  broached  at  the  last  Congress  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Rhett,]  and  he 
was  sorry  to  hear  it  now  advocated  by  his  friend 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Smith.]  Mr.  V.  had  risen  to 
say  that  he  never  should  vote  to  lay  a  direct  tax 
so  long  as  any  other  means  remained  by  which 
the  revenues  of  the  country  could  be  replenished; 
and  because  that  idea  seemed  to  have  met  with 
some  acceptance  in  the  House,  and  was  now,  as 
he  understood,  endorsed  to  some  extent  by  the 
able  and  eloquent  gentleman  from  Indiana,  Mr.  S. 
felt  it  right  and  obligatory  that  something  should 
be  said  now,  before  the  people  should  be  led  astray 
upon  the  subject. 

When  this  war  had  been  commenced,  the  coun- 
try had  a  revenue  system  which,  did  it  exist  at 
present,  would  have  brought  into  the  treasury 
many  millions  more  than  were  now  to  be  found 
there.  The  Executive  made  the  war,  and  thereby 
necessarily  increased  to  a  great  extent  the  public 
expenditure.  The  war  was  declared  in  May;  and 
what  had  happened  immediately  after?  In  July 
the  party  in  power  established  the  sub-treasury, 
and  by  so  doing  cut  itself  off  from  all  aid  derived 
from  our  banking  institutions,  and  from  the  use  of 
the  ordinary  currency  of  the  country.  That  was 
the  first  step  taken  by  those  in  power  after  com- 
mencing a  war.  What  next?  While  the  national 
expenseswereconstantly  increasing,  they  abolished 
the  existing  tariff  of  duties,  and  substituted  another 
in  its  place,  by  which  at  least  one-third  of  the  ac- 
cruing revenue  was  stricken  off  at  a  single  blow. 

Now,  there  existed  in  the  country  two  opposing 
parties  on  the  subject  of  taxation  and  of  trade  :  the 
free-trade  party  and  the  protection  party.  Th.e 
doctrines  of  the  free-trade  party  ended  necessarily 
in  direct  taxation.  Thither  they  tended,  and  there 
they  ended,  of  necessity.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Wilmot]  was  a  free-trade  man, 
and  so  far  his  introduction  of  an  amendment  in 
favor  of  direct  taxation  was  all  quite  consistent. 
Mr.  V.  was  not  a  free-trade  man;  and  he  never 
would  agree  to  impose  a  direct  tax  while  a  system 
of  indirect  taxation  would  answer  the  purposes  of 
Government.  But  how  would  this  system  of  direct 
taxes  operate  in  practice?  Suppose  Congress  should 


impose  adirect  tax  :  had  gentlemen  considered  how 
it  would  work?  The  example  of  direct  taxation 
in  the  last  war,  which  had  been  quoted  in  defence 
of  the  scheme  now,  was  no  precedent  for  him. 
The  war  tax  of  the  last  war  was  a  tax  of  neces- 
sity; and  if  the  same  necessity  existed  now,  Mr.  V. 
would  resort  to  it  again,  with  whatever  reluctance. 
In  our  last  war  we  were  situated  very  much,  as  to 
reveuue  from  abroad,  as  Mexico  was  now;  all  our 
ports  were  occupied  or  blockaded  by  the  vessels  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  revenue  from  imports  was  of 
course  cut  off  entirely.  In  that  state  of  affairs  we 
had  nothing  to  resort  to  but  internal  taxes  to  sup- 
port the  war.  But  was  that  our  condition  now? 
Were  we  thrown  upon  the  same  necessity  in  this 
war?  Every  one  knew  we  were  not;  on  the  con- 
trary, Mr.  V.  believed  it  would  be  perfectly  easy, 
by  a  due  adjustment  of  our  revenue  S)'stem,  to  ob- 
tain an  income  of  forty  millions;  and  he  agreed 
with  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Simith] 
that  all  that  would  be  wanted. 

But  here  he  would  say  to  the  Opposition,  that 
they  had  only  to  stand  still  and  wait  the  progress 
of  time  and  of  events,  and  these  would  accomfilish 
all  for  us  that  we  could  desire;  these  would  do 
more  for  us  than  we  could  do  for  ourselves.  We 
had  already  arrived  at  that  point  when  not  only 
war  revenues  were  needed,  but  a  largely  greater 
income  would  be  permanently  needed  than  was 
now  realized  from  the  present  reduced  tariff.  The 
great  issue  would  have  to  be  presented^ — it  must  be, 
of  necessity — whether  we  would  go  into  a  system 
of  direct  taxation,  or  whether  we  would  review 
our  entire  revenue  system;  and  while,  on  the  one 
hand,  we  provided  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the 
Government,  we  should,  on  the  other,  do  some- 
thing to  protect  the  labor  of  the  country.  For  him- 
self, he  was  in  favor  of  bestowing  some  attention 
on  the  wants  of  the  people,  while  he  was  making 
provision  to  supply  the  wants  of  their  Govern- 
ment. 

These  were  the  two  great  systems  which  were 
submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  people  and  of 
their  Representatives.  The  Administration  would 
be  compelled  to  recommend  the  one  or  the  other. 
The  thing  was  inevitable;  there  was  no  escape  from 
it.  Mr.  V.  was  for  no  opiates,  no  anodynes,  no 
small  doses.  He  was  not  fed-  a  lax  on  tea  and  cof- 
fee; he  was  for  going  much  further  and  much 
deeper.  He  was  for  looking  into  the  condition  of 
our  iron  interest,  our  cotton  and  our  woollen  man- 
ufactures. These  great  interests  of  the  country 
were  in  imminent  danger  from  the  revulsion  which 
had  taken  place,  especially  the  iron  interest.  He 
went  for  the  whole  protective  system,  or  for  none. 
When  the  Administration  should  have  recom- 
mended the  one  or  the  other  alternative,  Mr.  V. 
would  be  prepared  to  consider  and  to  act  upon  it. 
If  they  gave  up  a  tariff,  we  must  necessarily  have 
direct  taxation.  Congress  would  then  have  to 
choose  between  protecting  the  people  by  a  tariff  of 
duties  that  would  supply  the  wants  of  Govern- 
ment, while  it  covered  the  interests  of  our  own 
!m  by  a  si 
r.  V.)  is 
other  is  ours 

Have  gentlemen  considered  how  a  direct  tax 
would  operate  on  the  different  parts  of  the  couti- 
try  ?  Do  they  remember  that  property  of  the  same 
kind  and  of  the  same  value  would  he  taxed  at  dif- 
ferent rates  in  different  States?  This  difference 
results  from  that  provision  of  the  Constitution 
which  directs  that  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportion- 
ed among  the  States  according  to  their  population. 
To  show  how  it  would  operate,  take,  for  example, 
the  proposition  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Brodhead,]  arrd  let  us  see  how 
his  tax  of  five  millions  would  be  raised.  Ohio  has 
one-tenth  part  of  the  population  of  the  Union;  she 
would  therefore  be  assessed  with  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  which  would  be  paid  by  a  direct  as- 
sessment on  the  property  of  the  people  of  that  State. 
But  has  Ohio  one-tenth  part  of  the  property  of  the 
Union,  or  anything  like  it?  Indiana  having  on 
this  floor  the  same  number  of  Representatives  with 
Massachusetts,  the  two  States  would  pay  an  equal 
share  of  these  five  millions.  It  would  be  compar- 
atively a  light  burden  on  Massachusetts,  and  a 
grievous  one  on  Indiana.  The  tax  is  increased 
upon  the  property  of  a  State,  not  in  proportion  to 
its  wealth,  but  to  its  poverty.  From  those  who 
have  much,  little  is  taken;  but  from  those  who  have 
little,  nothing  of  that  little  is  left.  This  provision 
of  the  Constitution  must  have  had  its  origin  in  an 


labor,  and  grinding  them  by  a  system  of  direct  tax- 
ation.    This  (said  Mr.    v.)  is  their  system;  the 


idea  entertained  by  its  framers  that  the  legislation 
of  Congress  would  be  vastly  more  local  and  ex- 
clusive in  its  benefits  than  experience  has  shown 
to  be  the  ca^e.  It  is  the  price  which  the  Consti- 
tution imposes  for  the  supposed  local  advantage 
that  would  be  derived  by  a  State  by  having  a  rep- 
resentation here.  Our  experience  is  all  the  other 
way.  While  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Smith]  was  speaking,  I  endeavored  to  recall  to  my 
recollection  any  one  measure  of  any  great  moment 
in  which,  during  almost  twenty  years  that  I  have 
been  here,  I  gave  a  vote  different  from  what  I  would 
have  given  if  I  had  been  a  member  from  Massa- 
chusetts or  Louisiana  instead  of  Ohio,  without 
being  able  to  remember  a  single  one.  The  great 
commercial  and  trading  interests  of  the  country 
are  so  interwoven  together,  and  so  identified;  the 
interior  and  the  seaboard  are  so  bound  together, 
that  a  true  representation  of  one  is  a  representation 
of  the  other.  Beyond  the  advancement  of  those 
great  and  general  interests,  which  promote  the  good 
of  all,  what  benefit  is  conferred  on  the  interior? 
None  whatever.  And  it  is  for  this  reason,  aside 
from  the  oppressive  nature  of  the  tax  itself,  that 
this  mode  of  raising  revenue  should  be  resorted  to 
only  when  all  others  fail.  The  estimated  expend- 
itures of  the  Government,  for  the  present  year,  ex- 
ceed sixty-two  millions  of  dollars.  What  would 
be  the  effect  of  such  a  tax  on  Ohio? 

Ohio  already  raises  for  the  purpose  of  meeting 
her  own  public  debt,  and  carrying  on  her  own 
government,  one  million  and  a  quarter  of  dollars 
per  annum  by  direct  taxation.  Add  six  millions, 
her  share  of  what  will  be  necessary  to  carry  you 
through  one  year  of  this  war,  and  the  direct  taxes 
assessed  on  the  people  of  that  State,  will  be  equal 
not  merely  to  all  her  gold  and  silver,  but  to  all  her 
bank  paper  besides — will  be  equal  to  the  whole 
circulation  of  the  State.  Now,  I  am  going  into 
no  such  taxation  as  that.  I  do  not,  by  my  action, 
give  any  countenance  to  any  such  thing,  here  or 
elsewhere.  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood, 
that  I  countenance  no  such  thing. 

The  agricultural  States  of  the  West  and  South, 
the  agricultural  States  everywhere,  cannot  stand 
this  description  of  taxation.  It  is  nowhere  but  in 
the  great  commercial  and  manufacturing  districts 
of  this  country,  and  where  there  is  a  great  accu- 
mulation of  personal  property,  that  the  thing  can 
be  borne  for  a  day.  There  is  not  a  single  southern 
or  western  State  that  can  live  for  a  day  under  such 
a  system;  and  I  am  not  disposed  for  a  moment  to 
countenance  the  idea  that  we  are  to  resort  to  that 
system  of  taxation  on  account  of  this  war  in  which 
we  are  involved.  As  I  said  when  I  rose,  we  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  bide  our  time;  by  the  progress 
of  events,  they  who  are  in  power  would  be  com- 
pelled to  come  to  us  and  ask  that  that  protection 
and  those  revenues  be  restored  which  they  volun- 
tarily took  away.  That  is  my  doctrine.  When 
they  repent  and  come  back, — when  the  prodigal 
returns,  we  will  receive  him  kindly.  I  will  wait 
for  that. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  V.  remarked,  that  he  had 
yesterday  given  notice  that  he  would  move  the  pre- 
vious question  on  this  debate.  He  had  not  then 
intended  to  have  said  a  word,  and  it  was  only  in 
consequence  of  this  particular  topic  which  had 
sprung  up,  that  he  had  been  induced  to  say  any- 
thing now.  He  did  not  wish  to  engage  in  the 
general  debate  at  all,  and,  for  the  purpose  of  ter- 
minating this  discussion,  so  that  they  might  get 
to  other  business,  and  at  the  same  time,  by  refer- 
ring this  message,  that  it  might  come  under  the 
I  consideration  of  the  committees,  he  moved  the  pre- 
i  vious  question. 

I  The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
I  main  question  was  ordered;  and  was  announced 
I  to  be  first  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Cobb,  pro- 
posing to  add,  in  the  eighth  resolution,  after  the 
word  "personal,"  the  words  "and  other;"  so  as 
to  provide  for  the  taxing  of  "  personal  and  other 
property." 

Mr.  STEPHENS  inquired,  in  case  the  amend- 
ment of  his  colleague  [Mr.  Cobb]  were  voted  down, 
whether  it  would  not  then  be  in  order  to  call  for  a 
division,  so  as  to  vote  separately  on  the  original 
resolutions? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  afiirmative. 
The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Cobb,  it  was  rejected. 

The  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  and  7th  resolu- 
tions, as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
were  then  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
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The  8ih  resolution  bein^  next  in  order — 

Mr.  STEPHENS  asked  for  a  division  of  the 
question  on  agreeing  to  the  said  resolution,  so  as 
to  lake  a  separate  question  on  each  bmnch  of  it. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  first  branch 
of  the  resolution,  and  it  was  concurred  in,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the  revenue, 
lo  the  puhhc  debt,  to  the  increase  thereof,  to  tlie  creation  of 
a  sinking'  fund,  to  a  duty  on  lea  and  colfec,  to  the  collection, 
safe-keeping,  and  disbursement  of  the  public  moneys,  to  the 
coinase,  and  the  establishment  of  a  brancli  mint  at  the  city 
of  New  York,  to  the  amendment  of  the  sub-treasury  act,  and 
to  the  estimated  expenditures  of  the  Goveinmeni,  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  JNIeans." 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  second 
branch  of  the  said  resolution,  viz: 

"And  that  the  said  committee  be  iustrueted  to  inrjuire 
into  the  expediency  of  raising  annually,  during  the  contin- 
uance of  the  war  with  Mexico,  and  until  the  payment  of  the 
public  debt,  the  sum  of  live  millions  of  dollars,  to  be  iissessed 
on  personal  property,  stocks,  and  money  at  interest,  and 
apportioned  among  the  several  States,  as  provided  by  the 
Con.-litution." 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  above  was  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aslimun,  Botts,  Urodliead,  Burt,  Chase, 
Clapp,  Franklin  Clark,  Collins,  Crowell,  Diier,  Fries, 
Gaines,  Giddings,  Gott,  Gregory,  Grinnell,  Hunt,  Andrew 
Johnson,  George  \V.  Jones,  VVilliam  T.  Ijawrence,  Sidney 
Lawrence,  Lord,  Marvin.  iMullin,  Nelson,  Nieoll,  I'alfrey, 
Petrie,  Pillsbury,  Putnam,  Reynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  Rum- 
sey,  St.  John,  Shenill,  Calcli  B.  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Van 
Dyke,  U'entworth,  White,  Williams,  Wiley,  Wilmot,  and 
Woodward — W. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abbott,  John  Quincy  Adams,  Green 
Adams,  Atkinson,  Barringer,  Barrow,  Bayly,  Beale,  Bed- 
inger,  Birdsall,  Black,  Blanchard,  Bococlc,  Bowdnn,  Bowlin, 
Boyd,  Brady,  William  G.  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Albert 
G.  Brown,  Buckner,  Butler,  Cabell,  Canby,Catlicart,  Chap- 
man, Beverly  L.  Clark,  C'linginan,  Howell  Cobb,  William- 
son U.  W.Coiib,  Conger,  Cranston,  Crisfield,  Crozier,  Daniel, 
Dickey,  Dickinson,  Dixon,  Donnell,  Daniel  Duncan,  Gar- 
nett  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Emhree,  Alexander  Evans, 
Nathan  Evans,  Faian,  Farrelly,  Featherston,  Fisher,  Flour- 
iioy,  Freedley,  French,  Fulton,  Gayle,  Gentrv,  Goggin, 
Green,  Hale,  Willard  P.  Hall,  Nathan  K.  Hall,"Hammons, 
James  G.  Hampton,  Moses  Hampton,  Haralson,  Harris, 
Henley,  Henry,  Hill,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  George  S.  Hou.'^ton, 
John  W.  Houston,  Hubbard,  Irvin,  Iverson,  James  H.  Jolin- 
son,  John  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Kellogg,  Kennon,  Thomas 
Butler  King,  Daniel  P.  King,  Lahni,  l.a  Sfire,  LetHer,  Levin, 
Ligon,  Lincoln,  Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McDowell, 
Mcllvaine,MclCay,McLane,  Mann,  Marsh,  Meade,  Morris, 
Murpliy,  Newall,  Outlaw,  Peaslee,  Peck,  Peyton^  Phelps, 
Pollock,  Preston,  Richardson,  Richcy,  Rockhill,  John  A. 
Rockwell,  Root,  Sawyer,  Shepperd,  Sims,  Slingerland, 
7'ruman  Smith,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Andrew  Stewart,  Chas. 
E.  Stuart,  Strohm,  Strong,  Sylvester,  Tallmadge,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  James  Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  John 
B.  Thompson,  Robert  A.  Thompson,  William  Thompson, 
Thurston,  Toombs.  Turner,  Venable,  Vinton,  Warren, 
Wick,  and  Wilson— 14.3. 

So  the  second  branch  of  the  8th  resolution  was 
disagreed  to. 

The  9th,  10th,  11th,  12th,  and  13lh  resolutions 
were  read  and  concurred  in. 

The  14th  i-esolution  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

"  That  so  much  of  .said  message  as  declares  that  it  may 
become  proper  for  our  commanding  generals  in  the  field  lo 
cive  encouragement  and  a5surances  of  protection  to  such 
friends  of  peace  in  Mexico  as  will  establi.^h  a  govermnent 
there,  able  and  willing  to  conclude  a  peace  with  us,  'and 
secure  to  us  the  indemnity  we  demand,'  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee." 

On  the  question  of  concurrence  by  the  House  in 
this  lesoluiion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and 
resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS— .Messrs.  Abbott,  John  auincy  Adams,  Ashmun, 
Barringer,  Barrow,  Blanchard,  Botts,  Brady,  Buckner,  But- 
ler, Cabell,  Chapman,  Clingman,  Cocke,  Conger,  Cranston, 
Crislield,  Crowell,  Crozier,  Dickey,  Dixon,  Donnell,  Duer, 
Daniel  Duncan,  Garnett  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Emhree, 
Alexander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Farrelly,  Fisher,  Flonrnoy, 
Freeilley,  Fulton,  Gaines,  Gayle,  Gentiy,  Giddings,  Goggin, 
Gott,  Gregory,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  Moses  II  imp- 
ton,  Haskell,  Henry,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  John  W.  Houston, 
Huhbaril,  Fludson,  Hunt,  Irvin,  John  W.  Jones,  Kello"'', 
Thoma."  Buth.r  King,  Daniel  P.  King,  William  T.  Lawenco, 
Levin,  l,incoln,  Mellvaine,  Marsh,  Morehead,  Mullin, 
Nelson,  Nevvall,  Outlaw,  Palfrev,  Pendleton,  Pollock,  Pres- 
ton, Putnam,  Reynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell, 
Root,  Rumsry,  St.  John,  Shepperd,  Shirrill,  Slingerland, 
Truman  Smith,  Stephens,  Andrew  Stewart,  Slrolnn,  Syl- 
vester, Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Tompkins,  Richard  W.  'J'lioinp- 
son,  John  B.  Thompson,  Toombs,  Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  War- 
ren, White,  and  Wilson— 98. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atkinson,  Bayly,  Beale,  Bedinger,  Bimr- 
hnm,  Birdsall,  Black,  Boeork,  Bowdon,  Boyd,  William  G 
Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burt,  Cathcart 
ChaHc,  Clapp,  Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L.  <;iark,  Howell 
Colib,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Collins,  Daniel,  Dickinson 
Faran,  Fieklin,  Fries,  French,  Willard  P.  Hall,  Ilaminons' 
Haralson,  Marri.',  Henley,  Hill,  George  S.  Houston,  Iverson' 
Andrew  Johnson,  James  H.  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson' 
George  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennon,  Lahm,  La  SCre,  Sid- 
ney Lawrence,  Leffler,  Ligon,  Lord,  Lumpkin,  MeClellanrt 
McClernand,  McDr)well,  McKay,  MeLnne,  Mann,  Me.ide 
Morris,  Morse,  Murphy,  Nieoll,  Peaslee,  Peck,  !'■  ylon' 
Phelps,  Pillsbury,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Richey,  RoekhillJ 
Sawyer,  Simpson,  Sims,  Robert  Siuitli,  Stanton,  Cliailes  E. 


Stuart,  Thomas,  James  Thompson,  Robert  A.  Thompson, 
William  Thompson,  Thurston,  Turner,  Venable,  Went- 
worth,  Wick,  Williams,  Wiley,  Wilmot,  and  Woodward 

-88. 

So  the  14th  resolution  was  concurred  in. 

The  15th  and  last  resolution  was  then  read,  viz: 

"  That  so  much  of  said  message  as  relates  to  the  manner 

in  which  the  war  with  Mexico  ought  to  be  prosecuted,  and 

the  policy  that  should  be  pursued  in  respect  toil,  be  referred 

to  a  select  committee  consisting  of  nine  members." 

On  the  question  of  concurrence  in  this  resolu- 
tion, the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  resulted 
as  follows: 

YE.'VS — Messrs.  Abbott,  John  Qiiincy  Adams,  Green  Ad- 
ams, Ashmun,  Barringer,  Barrow,  Black,  Blanchard,  Botts, 
Boyd,  Brady,  Buckner,  Butler,  Cabell,  Cathcart,  Chapman, 
Clingman,  Cocke,  Collins,  Conger,  Cranston,  Cri.sfield, 
Crowell,  Ciozier,  Dickinson,  Dixon,  Donnell,  Duer,  Daniel 
Duncan,  Garnett  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Einbree,  Alex- 
ander Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Farrelly,  Featherston,  Fieklin, 
Fisher,  Flournoy,  Freedley,  Fulton,  Gaines,  Gayle,  Gentry, 
Giddings,  Goggin,  Gott,  Gregory,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Nathan  K. 
Hall,  James  G.  Hampton,  Moses  Hampton,  Haskell,  Henry, 
Elias  B.  Holmes,  John  W.  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hudson, 
Hunt,  Irvin,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  John  W. 
Jones,  Kellogg,  T.  B.  King,  Daniel  P.  King,  W.  T.  Law- 
rence, S.  Lawrence,  Leffler,  Lincoln,  Mellvaine,  Marsh, 
Marvin,  Morehead,  Mullin,  Nelson,  Newall,  Outlaw,  Pal- 
frey, Pendleton,  Pollock,  Preston,  Putnam,  Reynolds,  Rich- 
aidson,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Root,  Rumsey, 
St.  John,  Sawyer,  Shepperd,  Sherrill,  Sylvester,  Simpson, 
Slingerland,  Truman  Smith,  Starkweather,  Stephens,  An- 
drew Stewart,  Strohm,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Tompkins,  R. 
W.  Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Toombs,  Van  Dyke, 
Vinton,  Warren,  White,  and  Wilson — 114. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atkinson,  Bayly,  Beale,  Bedinger,  Bird- 
sail,  Bocock,  Bowdon,  Bowlin,  Brodhead,  Wm.  G.  Brown, 
Charles  Brown,  Albert^G.  Brown,  Clapp,  Franklin  Clark. 
Beverly  L.  Clark,  Howell  Cobh,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb, 
Daniel,  Faran,  Fries,  French,  Green, W.  P.  Hall,  Hammons, 
Haralson,  Harris,  Henley,  Hill,  George  S.  Houston,  Fverson, 
James  H.  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson, Kaufman,  Kennon, 
Lahin,LaS6re,  Ligon,  Lumpkin,  McClelland,  McCleruand, 
McDowell,  McKay,  McLane,  Mann,  Meade,  Morris,  Nieoll, 
Peaslee,  Peck,  Petrie,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pillsbury,  Rhett, 
Richey,  Rockhill,  Sims,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  Charles  E. 
Stuart,  Thomas,  James  Thompson,  Robert  A.  Thompson, 
Wm.  Thompson,  Thurston,  Turner,  Venable,  Wentworth, 
Williams,  Wiley,  and  Wilmot— 73. 

So  the  15lh  resolution  was  concurred  in. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  rose  and  said  he  was 
confined  to  his  bed  by  severe  indisposition  on 
Monday  last,  when  the  States  weie  called  for 
resolutions.  He  thejrefore  asked  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  to  permit  him  at  this  time  to  intro- 
duce two  bills,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been 
given. 

Leave  being  granted — 

Mr.  C.  introduced  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  ad- 
ditional military  force,  and  for  other  purposes," 
appi'oved  February  11,  1847;  and  a  bill  to  reduce 
and  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands  to  ac- 
tual settlers  and  cultivators;  which  bills  were  read 
and  referred. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  regulating  the  appoint- 
ment of  clerks  in  the  Executive  departments,  and 
for  other  purposes.  Read  and  committed,  and 
made  the  special  order  for  Thui-sday  next. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  reported  bills  for  the  relief 
of  Joshua  Kennedy,  deceased;  for  the  relief  of 
G.  DeLirac;  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Captain  George  R.  Shoemaker,  deceased; 
and  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Waldron;  which  bills 
were  severally  lead  and  committed. 

Mr.  WILMOT,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lyon  &  Howard. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  from  the  samecommittee,  made 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  George  Coch- 
ran.    Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  NELSON,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  F.  Richards. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  CROWELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jeremiah  Moor. 
Read  and  committed. 

Also,  made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of 
James  Little,  Thomas  A.  Williams,  James  Gra- 
ham, and  of  Michael  Hogan.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DANIEL,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  Robert  Wal- 
lace, aid-de-camp  to  General  William  Hull.  Read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  DUNN,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  the  legal  rejiresent- 
Rtives  of  Isaac  D.  Taulbee.     Laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  FLOURNOY,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  HUNT,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  a  joint  resolution  extending  the  time  for 
the  erection  of  certain  light-liouses.  The  resolu- 
tion was  twice  read. 

Mr.  H.  moved  that  the  joint  resolution  be  now 
put  on  its  passage. 

After  some  debate  by  Mr.  HUNT,  Mr.  HOUS- 
TON of  Alabama,  and  Mr.  McKAY— 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  commit  the  resolution  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
!  Union.     Disagreed  to. 

The  joint  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  HUNT,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  bills  making  an  appropriation  for  im- 
provingand  repairing  the  harborat  Buft'alo;  making 
an  appropriation  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  river;  making  appropriations  for  the 
preservation  and  repairs  of  the  public  works  upon 
certain  harbors  and  rivers,  and  for  the  survey  of 
certain  harbors;  providing  for  the  repair  of  certain 
marine  hospitals;  which  bills  were  severally  read 
and  committed. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

[Mr.  MEADE,  on  offering  his  resolution,  on 
the  31st  January,  declaring  it  inexpedient  to  annex 
the  whole  of  Mexico,  &.c.,  (see  Congressional 
Globe,  page  269,)  called  for  the  previous  question; 
but  the  call  was  not  sustained  by  the  House.] 


PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred : 

By  Mr.  RICHEY:  The  petition  of  L.  D.  Cory  and  48 
other  citizens  of  Washington  county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio, 
praying  for  a  proportionate  reduction  of  postage  on  all  news- 
papers containing  not  more  than  five  hundred  square  inches 
in  size. 

By  Mr.  MANN  :  The  memorial  and  petition  of  Lawrence 
Taliaferro,  late  Indian  agent  at  St.  Peter's,  praying  to  be  al- 
lowed rent  for  building.*  for  the  use  of  the  Indian  agency  at 
that  place,  occupied  for  that  purpose.  Also,  the  petition 
of  Abram  Brinker,  of  Butler  County,  Pennsylvania,  for  the 
amount  due  from  Government  on  certificate  for  services  in 
the  revolutionary  war.  Also,  the  petition  of  Joseph  Shaw, 
Tobias  Hammer,  and  71  others,  citizensof  Cambria  county, 
Pennsylvania,  setting  forth  the  inequality  of  the  rates  of  post- 
age on  newspapers,  and  pr.aying  a  reduction  of  postage  on  all 
newspapers  not  containing  more  than  five  hundred  square 
inches.  Also,  the  petition  of  Barbara  Lancaster,  of  VVest- 
moreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  formerly  widow  of  Hugh 
Greer,  who  was  a  soldierin  the  war  of  18i2,  and  died  in  ser- 
vice, for  his  bounty  lands. 

By  Mr.  HAMMONS:  The  petition  of  Edward  Clark  and 
others,  of  Sally  Taylor,  of  Abigail  Goodwin,  of  Lewis  Good- 
win and  others,  of  Samuel  Stacy  and  others,  for  their  pro- 
portions of  the  Bergen  prizes  taken  by  the  squadron  of  John 
Paul  Jimes. 

By  Mr.  RUMSEY  :  The  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Porter 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  Alleghany  county,  New  York, 
for  a  post  road  from  Honeoye  Valley,  by  way  of  Conders- 
port  and  Mc'i'hay's  Mill,  to  Wellsvilfe,  New  York. 

By  Mr.  ROSE  :  The  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Canan- 
daigua.  New  York,  on  the  disease  of  the  potato. 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR  :  The  petition  of  James  Moore  and  36 
others,  citizens  of  Pike  county,  Ohio,  praying  a  reduction 
of  the  postage  on  small  newspapers. 

By  Mr.  PUTNAM :  The  petition  of  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Orange,  New  York,  praying  for  a  reduction  of 
postage  on  newspapers,  and  particularly  on  small  papers  de- 
signed for  juvenile  reading.  Also,  a  like  petition  of  inhabit- 
ants of  Litchfield,  Connecticut.  Also,  the  petition  of  Eunice 
Grossman,  the  widow  of  a  revolutionary  officer,  praying  to 
be  placed  on  the  pension  list. 

By  Mr.  HARALSON:  The  petition  and  papers  of  Marga- 
ret G.  Levcrett,  widow  of  Thomas  Levcrett,  lor  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  CROWELL:  The  petition  of  S.  C.  Beard.-ley  and 
others,  cilizens  of  Portage  county,  Ohio,  praying  the  reduc- 
tion of  postage  one-half  on  all  papers  containing  not  more 
than  five  hundred  square  inches. 

By  Mr.  EDWARDS  :  The  petition  of  S.  II.  Zink,  of  Ohio, 
for  pay  for  subsisting  voluiuters. 

By  Mr.  BEDINGER:  'J'he  petition  of  T.  J.  W.  Sullivan 
and  others,  cilizens  of  Jelferson  county,  Virginia,  praying  a 
change  in  the  rales  of  postage  on  certain  newspapers. 

By  Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  resolutions  of 
the  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the 
act  of  Congress  of  the  3d  of  March,  1847,  charging  postage 
on  certain  newspapers. 

By  Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan  :  Petitions  of  citizens  of 
New  Buft'alo,  Michigan,  for  an  appiopriation  to  improve  the 
harbor  at  that  place. 

By  Mr.  CROWELL:  The  petition  of  Nelson  Spencer  and 
others,  citizens  of  Newton  Kails,  Truiiibull  county,  Ohio, 
praying  for  peace  with  Mexico.  A1so,iIh'  pililion  of  L.  M. 
Miller  and  others,  citizens  (irSiiininil  cminly,  Oiiio,  praying 
a  reduction  of  postage  on  occasional  newspapers  not  sent 
from  the  olfice  of  publication. 

By  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New- York  :  The  petition  of  Gener.il 
Jacob  Gould,  in  relation  to  the  United  States  district  courts 
for  the  northern  district  of  New  York. 

By  Mr.  GAINES:  The  petition  of  Captain  CM.  Clay,  for 
property  lost  in  Mexico. 
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Mr.  FELCH  pie.sented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  New  Buffalo,  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  praying 
the  establishment  of  a  naval  depot  at  that  place; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  memorial  from  merchants 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  asking  that  foreign  wheat 
may  be  imported  free  of  duty,  for  the  purpose  of 
being  ground  for  exportation;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  me- 
morial from  the  representatives  of  the  yearly 
meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends  for  New  Eng- 
land, asking  that  Congress  will,  in  its  wisdom, 
adopt  such  measures  as  will  bring  the  war  with 
Mexico  to  a  speedy  termination;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  a  bill  to  allow  arrearages  of  pension  to 
Hugh  W.  Dobbin,  an  officer  in  the  late  war,  ac- 
companied by  a  report;  which  was  read  a  first 
time. 

Mr.  MILLER,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anna  J. 
Hassler,  accompanied  by  a  report;  which  was  read 
a  first  time. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  certain 
provisions  in  the  treaties  between  the  United  States 
and  China  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  giving  certain 
Judicial  powers  to  ministers  and  consuls  of  the 
United  States  in  those  countries;  which  was  read 
a  first  time. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  said  it  was  the  desire  of  the  com- 
mittee that  this  bill  should  be  passed  before  the  de- 
parture of  the  Commissioner  to  China. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  an  adverse  report  on  the  me- 
morial of  Joseph  Bouchard;  which  was  read  a  first 
time. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lutions, which  were  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Resoherl,  Thr\t  if  any  territory  shall  hereafter  be  acquired 
by  the  United  States  or  annexed  thereto,  the  act  by  wliich 
such  territory  is  acquired  or  annexed,  whatever  such  act  may 
l)e,should  contain  an  unalterable  fundamental  article  or  pro- 
vision whereby  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  as 
punishment  for  crime,  shall  be  forever  excluded  from  the 
territory  acquired  or  annexed. 

Resolved,  That  in  any  cession  of  territory  that  may  be  ac- 
quired as  the  result  of  the  war  with  Mexico,  the  desire  of 
that  Republic,  expressed  by  her  commissioners  in  their  ne- 
gotiation with  Mr.  Trist,  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  against  the  introduction  of 
the  system  of  human  slavery  therein  by  a  stipulation  to  that 
effect  in  any  treaty  that  may  be  made,  cannot,  consistently 
with  the  rights  of  those  inhabitants,  or  with  the  principles  of 
justice  and  liberty,  which  have  been  proclaimed  to  the  world 
as  the  basis  of  our  institutions,  be  disregarded  or  denied. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  after  having  been 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  were  subsequently  read 
a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent  and  passed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Capella,  administra- 
tor of  Andi-ew  Capella,  and  for  the  relief  of  John 
Capa,  and  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Pettit  and  Han- 
nah Pettit,  his  wife,  heirs  of  John  Beardon,  de- 
ceased. 

A  bill  for  the  i-elief  of  Charles  L.  Dell. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  S.  Coxe. 

The  bill  from  tlie  House  of  Representatives  de- 
fining the  boundary  between  Missouri  and  Arkan- 
sas was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Cad- 
walader  Wallace. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  As  that  is  a  bill  making  a 
large  appropiiation,  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  some 
statement  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  committee 
have  recommended  it. 

Mr.  CORWIN.  It  is  true,  as  has  been  stated 
by  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  that  it  is  a  bill  in- 
volving a  pretty  large  appropriation.  I  reported 
it  myself  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  I  hope  that  the  attention  of  the  Senate  will  be 
dii'ected  to  it,  as  I  esteeni  it  one  which  deserves 
consideration;  and,  therefore,  I  shall  move  that  it 
be  laid  by  informally  for  the  pi'esent,  so  that  when 
taken  up,  the  Senate  may  be  prepared  to  act 
upon  it. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  over  informally. 


THE    TEN-REGIMENT    BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  military 
force;  when — 

Mr.  BELL  resumed  his  remarks,  by  expressing 
his  personal  obligation  to  the  Senate  for  an  indul- 
gence which  had  not  been  extended  to  others.  He 
repeated  his  position,  that  according  to  the  views 
it  had  expressed,  the  Administration  could  not 
make  a  treaty  with  the  present  Government  of 
Mexico.  And  further,  that  the  course  pursued  by 
our  commanding  officers  in  Mexico,  proved  that  the 
Administration  had  no  design  to  make  such  treaty. 

He  had  put  the  question  to  the  Military  chair- 
man, whether  the  Administration  would  accept  a 
treaty  ceding  California  and  New  Mexico.'  The 
chairman  declined  to  give  any  direct  answer.  He 
merely  replied  that  the  Administration  would  ac- 
cept a  treaty  which  gave  indemnity  for  the  past 
and  security  for  the  future.  The  honorable  chair- 
man had  said  he  would  be  willing  to  take  the  Sierra 
Madre  as  a  boundary.  The  answers  of  the  chaii'- 
man  were  properly  discreet.  It  was  not  to  be 
expected  that  the  precise  chai'acter  of  the  security 
to  be  given  could  now  be  settled. 

The  operations  of  the  army  in  Mexico,  and  the 
instructions  given  to  the  commanding  general, 
were,  to  his  mind,  proofs  that  the  policy  devised 
by  the  Administration  was  now  in  a  course  of  pro- 
gressive development.  He  referred  to  some  re- 
marks of  the  gallant  Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
Davis,]  that  one  object  of  this  bill  would  be,  to 
relieve  .some  of  our  broken-down  regiments;  also, 
to  his  remarks  at  another  time,  that  for  protracted 
warfare  and  garrison  duty,  regulars  are  more  suit- 
able than  volunteers.  All  this  tended  to  prove  a 
design  on  the  part  of  the  Administration  not  to 
accept  a  treaty,  but  to  retain  military  occupation 
of  the  territory,  until  a  government  could  be  built 
up  able  to  give  the  security  demanded  for  the 
future. 

Ml-.  DAVIS  explained,  that  although  he  had 
used  the  language,  he  had  not  in  his  mind  the  ob- 
ject which  had  been  stated  by  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee.  He  disclaimed  the  idea  that  our  Gov- 
ernment could  interfere  with  the  domestic  institu- 
tions of  Mexico.  Instead  i»f  desiring  a  protracted 
occupation,  he  was  only  anxious  to  crush  a  peace 
out  of  Mexico.  He  prayed  God  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  Herrera  might  give  us  a  peace.  The 
Sierra  Madre  would  be  a  proper  boundary. 

Mr.  BELL  resumed.  He  asked  if  the  gallant 
Senator  could  say  that  this  boundary  would  be 
satisfactory  to  his  own  party,  to  the  President, 
and  to  the  Senate.  He  would  be  very  happy  to 
believe  that  the  views  of  the  gallant  Senator  were 
those  of  all  the  friends  with  whom  he  was  asso- 
ciated ;  but  he  feared  such  was  not  the  fact. 

He  assumed  that  it  was  the  policy  of  the  Ad- 
ministration not  to  make  a  peace;  and  the  passage 
of  this  bill  was  proof  of  the  fact.  He  had  not 
seen  the  estimate  of  General  Scott  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  troops  which  he  deemed  necessary.  There 
were  now  45,000  troops  in  Mexico;  and  for  what 
other  purpose  were  these  additional  regiments  re- 
quired, unless  to  retain  permanent  occupation.''  It 
appeared  that  our  army  is  in  alliance  with  a  gi-eat 
party  in  the  city  of  Mexico;  that  a  conciliatory 
course  has  been  pursued,  by  relieving  the  people 
of  the  internal  taxes;  and  that  this  party  desii-es 
our  troops  to  retain  military  possession.  He  be- 
lieved it  was  the  policy  of  our  Government  to  hold 
possession  until  the  country  became  tranquilized, 
and  the  government  permanent.  He  said  he  could 
easily  see  that  Senators  on  the  other  side  were  not 
all  united  among  themselves  as  to  the  proper  policy 
to  be  pursued. 

He  desired  now  to  examine  whether  it  is  practi- 
cable to  carry  out  the  policy  which  the  Govern- 
ment is  now  carrying  on.  He  hoped  to  hear  from 
a  Senator  now  sitting  at  his  ease  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Chamber,  [Mr.  Benton,]  before  the  close 
of  the  discussion.  That  Senator  well  knew  the 
mountains  of  difiiculties  which  lie  in  the  way. 
He  looked  at  a  lai-ge  proportion  of  the  Mexican 
population,  not  less  than  four  out  of  the  aggregate 
of  eight  millions,  degraded,  vile,  addicted  to  every 
vice;  another  portion,  of  about  two  millions,  of 
mixed  blood,  who  were  somewhat  superior  to  the 
first,  although  they  arc  laborers;  there  was  a  mil- 
lion of  the  white  race,  i-ancheros,  land  pi-oprietors, 
who  are  separated  from  the  mass  by  the  hatred, 
the  mutual  haired,  which  exists  between  them, 


and  presents  an  insuperable  barrier  between  them. 
There  are  about  twenty  languages  spoken  in  Mex- 
ico. Even  the  Spanish  language  is  not  understood 
by  many  of  the  alcaldes,  who  have  to  examine 
passports.  The  soldier  in  the  ranks  frequently 
cannot  understand  the  language  of  the  officer  next 
above  him.  We  must  take  the  property  of  the 
proprietors,  and  distribute  it,  before  we  can  carry 
out  our  policy  of  permanent  possession.  The 
white  race  are  the  descendants  of  the  Visigoths 
and  Suevi,  who  overran  the  Roman  empire.  The 
clergy  also  constitute  an  impediment.  He  took  no 
exception  to  any  religious  creed;  but  where  there 
is  no  toleration 'of  freedom  of  opinion,  there  can 
be  no  improvement.  The  Romish  religion  might 
be  the  true  religion;  but  wherever  Protestantism 
prevails,  civilization  and  Hberality  are  to  be  found 
in  the  greatest  degree. 

Mr.  B.  contended  that  any  further  advance  to 
an  understanding  with  the  Puros  and  Republican 
party  will  commit  us  to  permanent  occupation. 
The  party  which  we  countenance  will  become  com- 
promised; and  we  cannot  then  abandon  them 
without  being  guilty  of  baseness.  We  must  pro- 
tect them,  and  the  occupation  of  a  few  months 
will  grow  into  an  occupation  forever.  How  will 
it  be  determined  when  our  troops  might  be  safely 
withdrawn.'  The  pay  of  the  Mexican  lancer  is 
two  dollars  a  day,  and  he  subsists  himself  and  his 
horse,  and  makes  up  the  deficiency  by  plunder. 
Withdraw  the  United  States  troops,  and  these  will 
pour  out  from  all  the  mountains  and  gorges,  and 
desolate  the  country. 

The  regiments  contemplated  by  the  present  bill 
cannot  be  organized  in  much  less  than  a  year. 
And  when  that  force  shall  have  garrisoned  the  forts 
and  cities,  our  people  will  flock  into  the  country, 
and  they  will  be  constantly  exposed  to  the  attacks 
of  the  lawless  bands  which  will  swarm  around 
them. 

By  enabling  the  Puros  to  form  a  government, 
and  undertaking  their  protection,  we  shall  gradu- 
ally build  up  a  more  potent  power  in  the  numbers 
of  our  own  people,  which  will  soon  become  set- 
tlers, and  will  demand  protection.  So  that  our 
army  will  never  be  withdrawn.  And  this  will  be 
the  last  act  of  the  national  drama,  when  the  force 
of  circumstances  will  compel  us  to  hold  the  whole 
country  by  right  of  conquest. 

Mr.  B.  quoted  some  passages  from  the  message 
of  the  President,  which,  in  his  opinion,  sustained 
his  view  of  the  necessity  which  would  arise  for 
the  permanent  occupation  of  the  country.  He 
asked  when  the  political  millenium  indicated  by 
the  Executive  would  be  perfected.''  Could  it  cease 
in  ten  months,  or  would  it  not  require  a  lapse  of 
years  .'  Can  we  indocti-inate  them  with  our  |po- 
litical  principles  in  less  time  .'•  The  President  him- 
self looked  to  the  possibility  that  the  final  measure 
which  would  be  forced  on  us  would  be  the  taking 
entire  possession  of  the  Mexican  country,  and 
governing  it  according  to  our  own  principles. 

He  quoted  also  from  a  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  support  of  the  same  Views.  He  also 
adverted  to  the  remark  of  a  gallant  general  charging 
that  the  Whigs  were  running  against  destiny,  as- 
serting that  they  would  break  their  necks  against 
destiny;  while  another  general  intimated  that  it 
would  be  proper  for  us  to  take  the  innocent  people 
of  Mexico  into  our  care,  and  retain  them  under 
our  protection. 

What  shall  we  do  with.  Mexico,  if  we  annex 
her.'  She  will  be  cut  up  into  twenty  States.  Her 
degraded  mass  will  at  least  be  a  basis  of  repre- 
sentation; and  thus,  for  five  millions,  taking  a 
basis  of  one  hundred  thousand  for  a  representa- 
tive, there  would  be  fifty  new  Representatives. 
There  would  be  forty  new  Senators,  men  of  this 
mixed  I'ace,  taking  their  seats  here;  and  this  would 
make  the  Senate  a  more  interesting  spectacle.  Our 
Chamber  must  be  enlarged;  and  by  and  by  we 
may  find  it  necessary  to  centralize  our  Capitol. 
Senatoi-s  on  the  other  side  will  say,  we  will 
have  none  of  this.  How  will  it  be  pi-evented  ? 
Gentlemen  would  be  willing  to  take  them  in  a 
state  of  pupilage,  and  to  holtl  them  so,  until  they 
became  sufficiently  instructed  to  become  part  of  us. 

He  wished  to  know  what  was  the  difference 
between  an  appendage,  and  suggested  that  as  offi- 
cei-s  would  be  the  tutors,  and  bayonets  the  rods, 
we  might  hope  to  enlighten  these  new  citizens. 

The  debt  of  Mexicoi^the  condition  of  the  clei-gy— 
these  are  obstacles  which  will  have  to  be  sur- 
mounted. 
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He  asked  what  foreign  Governments  would  say 
or  do,  when  they  find  that  we  held  Mexico  by 
risht  of  conquest,  and  then  cut  her  up  into  prov- 
inces ?  Would  they  interfere?  Our  whole  cov.ntry 
would  rise  at  once  to  resist  any  foreign  inter- 
ference. But  this  would  not  prevent  the  moral 
injury  which  would  result  to  us  from  our  policy. 
He  looked  at  the  possibility  of  a  union  of  the 
great  European  Powers,  which  might  be  leagued 
asainst  us,  and  the  mischiefs  which  might  be  in- 
flicted on  us  by  such  united  hostility.  While 
protesting  against  foreign  interference  in  our  re- 
publican hemisphere,  we  are  taking  away  all  merit 
from  our  motives  by  taking  and  plundering  a  sister 
Republic. 

He  looked  at  the  extending  range  of  Executive 
patronage  since  the  system  of  proscription  was 
commenced.  Let  us  take  possession  of  Mexico, 
and  we  shall  have  twenty-six  Territories  to  cre- 
ate, twenty-six  governors,  as  many  secretaries, 
judges,  district  attorneys,  directors  of  mints,  &c., 
will  have  to  be  appointed;  and  we  must  have  a 
Governor-General  in  Mexico.  John  Bull  need  no 
longer  swell  out :  we  shall  have  a  Governor-Gen- 
eral, we  shall  have  our  six-and-twenty  governors; 
and  although  our  India  will  not  extend  as  far  as  the 
sun  rises  and  sets,  we  may  stretch  it  to  the  Frozen 
Ocean.  And  what  a  presentation  day  there  will  be 
at  the  White  House  when  all  these  officers  attend 
to  kiss  hands  and  take  leave,  on  their  departure  for 
their  distant  posts  !  The  forms  of  our  Republic  no 
doubt  would  still  be  preserved;  but,  as  it  was  in 
Rome,  the  forms  may  survive  after  the  spirit  of 
republicanism  shall  have  passed  away. 

Your  enlarged  army,  your  military  marine, 
will  be  sources  of  a  constantly  growing  expendi- 
ture. 

And  this  was  called  destiny.  He  called  it  po- 
litical death. 

He  proceeded  to  glance  at  the  new  Democratic 
principles  which  had  come  into  tashion.  They  who 
are  its  disciples  are  not  over  modest.  They  claim 
the  discovery  of  steam-engines  for  railroads  and 
the  ocean.  They  may  as  well  claim  the  lightning 
from  the  Deity  as  the  result  of  progressive  De- 
mocracy. The  tendency  of  this  spirit  he  called 
on  Senators  to  pause  and  contemplate.  Let  them 
look  at  the  danger  which  it  threatens  to  our  insti- 
tutions. 

He  dwelt  on  the  historical  and  natural  events 
which  rendered  Mexico  a  country  captivating  to 
the  young  and  ardent,  especially  since  a  classic 
light  had  been  shed  over  it  by  the  genius  of  Pres- 
cott.  Even  although  he  had  passed  the  ardent 
period  of  youth,  his  bosom  warmed  with  the  vivid 
pictures  which  memory  sketched.  He  had  no 
doubt  all  these  matters  would  be  presented  through 
the  country  the  next  autumn  to  lure  and  captivate 
the  people. 

In  spite  of  all  that  opposition  could  bring  against 
the  cause  of  the  existing  policy,  he  saw  tlie  dan- 
ger which  threatened  the  country  from  the  determi- 
nation evinced  by  the  President  and  his  party  to 
occupy  and  anliex  the  Mexican  territory.  He 
did  not  believe  that  the  President,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  intended  this  extensive 
conquest. 

He  went  on  to  institute  a  comparison  between 
our  war  with  IMexico  and  that  of  Cortez,  between 
whi(;h  he  recognized  some  points  of  similarity. 
Both  were  characterized  by  the  same  eagerness  for 
plunder,  and  the  same  covetousness  for  conquest 
and  territory. 

He  expatiated  on  the  tendency  of  party  influ- 
ences to  debase  the  moral  and  intellectual  (|uali- 
ties.  He  hid  admired  the  high  and  philosophic 
views  which  had  emanated  from  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Michigan,  before  he  entered  the  po- 
litical arena.  The  effect  of  the  precepts  and  opin- 
ions of  that  Senator  in  forming  the  characters  of  the 
youth  of  our  country  ought  not  to  be  underrated, 
and  it  was  not  to  be  doubted  that  some  of  the  po- 
litical sentiments  which  had  fallen  from  him  in  the 
course  of  this  discussion  would  be  productive  of 
evil. 

He  concluded  with  reiterating  his  opinion  that 
the  policy  of  the  Administrntion  was  not  to  make 
a  treaty  with  the  existing  authorities  in  Mexico 
because  they  were  unable  to  give  a  satisfactory 
guarantee  for  that  security  for  the  future  which 
our  Government  had  expressed  its  purpose  to  re- 
quire. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER, 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  Februanj  4,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read — 
Mr.  SIMS  rose  to  a  privileged  question.     He 
observed  that  his  vote  was  erroneously  recorded 
on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman   from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Wilmot]   to  the  eighth  resolution 
-of   the   gentleman    from    Ohio,     [Mr.    Vinton,] 
referring  the  President's  message,  by  which  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  directed  to 
institute  an  inquiry  as  to  the  propriety  of  impos- 
ing direct  taxes.     It  seems  that  his  vote  was  re- 
corded  in  the  negative;  whereas,  when   the  roll 
was  called,  for  satisfactory  reasons   to   himself — 
not  as  a  party  man,  not  as  an  Administration  or  an 
anti-Administration  man — he  had  thought  proper 
to  vote  in  the  affirmative.     He  hoped  the  Journal 
would  be  corrected.' 
The  Journal  was  corrected  accordingly. 
Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
loan  bill. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  private  calendar. 

Mr.  WILMOT  rose  to  make  a  personal  expla- 
nation. 

Mr.  GAYLE  was  understood  to  desire  permis- 
sion to  introduce  a  bill  of  which  he  had  heretofore 
given  notice. 
Mr.  BRODHEAD  objected. 
The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  would  be  first  in  order,  pri- 
vate bills  being  the  regular  order  for  this  day. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  rose  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. He  perceived  from  the  "Union"  of  this 
morning,  that  his  name  was  omitted  in  the  list  of 
yeas  and  nays.  ["  I  object,"  from  several  voices.] 
He  desired  to  give  a  reason  why  he  made  the  in- 
quiry.    He  voted  in  the  affirmative 

Objections  were  made. 

Mi-.  WILMOT  inquired  if  it  would  be  in  order 
for  him  to  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House 
to  make  a  personal  explanation. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  it  would  not,  while  the 
motion  to  go  into  coi'amittee  was  pending. 

Mr.  WILMOT  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut would  withdraw  his  motion,  to  enable  him 
to  make  a  peisonal  explanation. 
Mr.  ROCKWELL  assented. 
Mr.  VINTON  yielded  to  a  like  appeal. 
Mr.  WILMOT  then  desired  permission  of  the 
House  to  make  an  explanation.     Objected  to. 

Mr.  BEALE  rose  to  a  privileged  question.  He 
said  that  in  the  vote  of  yesterday,  by  which  the 
last  of  the  series  of  resolutions  referring  the  Presi- 
dent's message  was  adopted,  he  perceived  that  his 
name  was  omitted.  He  voted  in  the  affirmative 
on  that  question. 

The  SPExlKER  said  the  Journal  would  be  cor- 
rected accordingly. 

Mr.  VINTON  then  renewed  his  motion,  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  JOHN  A.  ROCKWELL  renewed  his  mo- 
tion that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  private  calendar. 

The  SPEAKEPl  said,  that  as  the  regular  order 
of  business  for  this  day  was  the  consideration  of 
bills  on  the  private  calender,  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Rockwell]  would 
be  first  in  order. 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  that  motion, 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

THE    PRIVATE    CALENDAR. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  Boyd,  of  Kentucky,  in  tlie 
chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  such 
bills  as  were  not  objected  to. 

The  following  bills  were  read,  objected  to,  and 
laid  aside: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Paul 
Jones; 

A  bill  directing  the  mode  of  settling  the  claims 
of  Charles  G.  Ridgley; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  Walton  Bayard; 

A  bill  for  tlie  relief  of  Calvin  ESVimons; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  M.  Shreve; 

A  bill  to  extend  John  J.  Adams's  patent  for  flat- 
tening cylinder  window  glass; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  E.  G.  Smith; 


A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Myerle; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  oT  Jacob  Gideon; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bent,  St.  Vrain  &  Co. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  Throckmorton; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Hogan,  adminis- 
trator of  Michael  Hogan,  deceased; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  securities  of  Elijah  J. 
Weed,  late  quartermaster  of  marines,  deceased; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Scott; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  lieirs  anil  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Regnal,  alias  Nick  Hilliary; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  McAvoy; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Benns; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Hockett; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Ralston; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Tompkins; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Glynn  and  others; 

A  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  J.  Melville 
Gillis  and  others; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Reeder,  Walter 
R.  Johnson,  and  Thomas  P.  Jones; 

A  bill  for  settling  the  claim  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Richard  W.  Meade,  deceased; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Benjamin  Hodges; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Cornelius  Manning;  and 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Mitchell. 

The  following  bills  were  read  and  ordered  to  be 
reported  to  the  House: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Culver; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Robinson; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Clapper; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Harriet  Barney; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Anderson,  of  Mis- 
souri; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  Joseph  C.  Doxey; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  S.  Morris  Wain; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
John  Snyder,  deceased; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amzy  Judd; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Mathew  Stew- 
art ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  and  Lindley  Ward; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Anne  W.  Angus; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Mays; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  H  Conley; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Young; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Silas  Waterman. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amelia  Brereton  was 
amended  by  inserting  before  the  words  "  Amelia 
Brereton"  the  words  "legal  representatives  of," 
so  as  to  make  it  read,  "  to  the  legal  representatives 
of  Amelia  Brereton,"  &c.;  and  it  was  then  ordered 
to  be  reported  to  the  House. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barclay  &  Livingston, 
and  Smith,  Thurgar,  &  Co.,  was  amended  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  and  interest  thereon  from 
time  of  payment;"  and  was  then  ordered  to  be 
reported  to  the  House. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  heirs  and  rep- 
resentatives of  Nathaniel  Cox,  deceased,  formerly 
navy  agent  at  New  Orleans,  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  House,  with  the  recommendation  that 
It  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  bills  for  the 
relief  of  William  Culver;  of  Daniel  Robinson;  of 
Elizabeth  Clapper;  of  Mrs.  Harriet  Barney;  of 
John  Anderson,  of  Missouri;  of  Joseph  C.  Doxey; 
of  S.  Morris  Wain;  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
John  Snyder,  deceased;  of  Amzy  Judd;  of  the 
heirs  of  Mathew  Stewart;  of  Joseph  and  Lindley 
Ward;  of  Mrs.  Anne  W.  Angus;  of  Elizabeth 
Mays;  of  James  H.  Conley;  of  Jesse  Young;  and 
of  Silas  Waterman — were  re[)orted  to  the  House 
without  amendment,  and  weie  severally  taken  up, 
read,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  and  were  sub- 
sequently engrossed,  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Amelia  Brereton,  and 
for  the  relief  of  Barclay  &  Livingston,  and  Smith, 
Thurgar,  &  Co.,  which  were  reported  to  the  House 
with  amendments,  were  taken  up,  the  amendments 
were  concurred  in,  and  the  bills  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed; and  were  engrossed,  read  a  third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  heirs  and  rep- 
resentatives of  Nathaniel  Cox,  decea.sed,  formerly 
navy  agent  at  New  Orleans,  which  was  reported  to 
the  House  with  the  recommendation  that  it  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  was  taken 
up,  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  con- 
curred in,  and  the  bill  accordingly  was  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
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The  following  bills  from  the  Senate,  lying  on 
the  Speaker's  table,  were  taken  up,  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  appropriately  referred: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Bloss  and  others; 

An  act  to  further  extend  the  patent  of  Jethro 
Wood; 

An  act  to  pay  James  Crutchett  two  thousand 
dollars  for  lighting  the  Capitol  and  Capitol  grounds. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMMONS, 

Resolved,  Thattlie  Commis.sioncr  of  Tensions  be  directed 
to  deliver  the  papers  of  Daniel  H.  Warren  on  liis  application 
for  a  pension  to  any  member  of  the  Committee  on  Invalid  or 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  such  member  giving  his  receipt  for 
the  same. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  MINT. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  mes- 
SEige  from  the  President,  communicating  the  annual 
report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia, 
showing  the  operation  of  the  mint  and  branch 
mints  for  the  year  1847. 

The  letter  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  shows, 
that  during  the  past  year  the  coinage  was — 

At  Philadel  phia :     In  sold $13,369,080 

silver 990,450 

copper 61,837 

$14,348,357 

Tha  numberof  pieces  coined  11,545,278. 
The  deposits  amounted  to :  In  gold  $13,670,896 
silver       962,781 

— * 14,633,677 

At  New  Orleans :  In  gold $6,085,000 

silver 1,384,000 

$7,469,000 

The  number  of  pieces  coined  3,659,500. 

The  deposits  amounted  to :   In  gold     $6,259,228 
silver     1,487,278 

7,739,506 

AtCharlotte,  N.  C:  It  amounted  to $478,820 

Number  of  pieces  in  half  eagles 84,151 

quarter  eagles  23,266 
The  deposits  (in  gold)  amounted  to 344,045 

At  Dahlonega,  Georgia,  it  amounted  to $361 ,485 

Number  of  pieces  in  half  eagles. ..  .64,405 
quarter  eagles  15,784 
The  deposits  (in  gold)  amounted  to 352,366 

At  the  several  mints :  In  gold $20,221,385 

silver 2,374,450 

copper 61,827 

$22,657,662 

The  deposits  amounted  to:  In  gold.. $20,619,-544 
silver.     2,450,059 

23,069,603 

Themessage  and  accompanyingdocuments  were 
laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LETTER  FROM  GENERAL  TAYLOR. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
communicating  the  following  documents  from  the 
War  Department,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  the  31st  ultimo: 

War  Department,         ) 
Washington,  February  3,  1848.  I 
To  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 

Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  directions  to  be  furnished 
with  "  a  copy  of  General  Taylor's  answer  to  the  letter,  dated 
January  27,  1847,  which  was  addressed  to  General  Taylor 
by  the  Hon.  William  L.  Marcy,  Secretary  of  War,"  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  letter  referred  to. 
The  letter  from  tliisdepartment  of  the  27tli  of  January,  1847, 
was  laid  before  Congress,  pursuant  to  a  call  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. Tiie  answer  to  it,  now  submitted,  was  not  then  written, 
and  did  not  reach  this  department  until  more  than  a  month 
and  alialf  after  the  resolution  calling  for  the  correspondence 
with  General  Taylor  was  answered,  and  Congress  had  ad- 
journed.   Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  L.  MARCY. 

IlEADiiUARTERS,  ArMY  OF  OCCUPATION,  ) 
Jigua  Nueva,  March  3,  1847.       \ 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication 
of  January  27th,  enclosing  a  newspaper  slip,  and  expressing 
the  regret  of  the  department  that  the  letter  copied  in  that 
Blip,  and  which  was  addressed  by  myself  to  Major-General 
Gaines,  should  have  been  published. 

Although  your  letter  does  not  convey  the  direct  censure  of 
the  department  or  of  the  President,  yet,  when  it  is  taken  in 
connection  with  the  revivalof  a  paragraph  in  the  regulations 
of  1835,  touching  the  publication  of  private  letters  concerning 
operations  in  the  field,  I  am  not  permitted  to  doubt  that  I 
have  become  the  subject  of  Executive  disapprobation.  To 
any  expression  of  it,  coming  with  the  authority  of  the  Presi- 
dent, 1  am  bound  by  my  duty,  and  by  my  respect  for  his  high 
ofRce,  patiently  to  submit;  but,  lest  my  silence  should  be 
construed  into  a  tacit  adinisSion  of  the  grounds  and  conclu- 
sions set  forth  in  your  communication,  I  deem  it  a  duty 
which  r  owe  to  myself  to  submit  a  few  remarks  in  reply.  I 
shall  be  pardoned  for  speaking  plainly. 

Ill  the  first  place,  tlie  published  letter  bears  upon  its  face 
the  most  conclusive  evidence  that  it  was  intended  only  for 
private  perusal,  and  not  at  all  for  publication.  It  was  pub- 
lished without  my  knowledge,  and  contrary  to  my  wishes. 
Surely,  I  need  not  say  that  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  writing 
for  the  newspapers.  The  letter  was  a  familiar  one,  vv'ritten 
to  an  old  military  friend,  wiUi  wbom  I  have  for  many  yvars 


interchanged  opinions  on  professional  subjects.  That  he 
sliould  think  proper,  under  any  circumstances,  to  publish  it, 
could  not  have  been  foreseen  by  me. 

Ill  the  absence  of  proof  that  the  publication  was  made 
with  my  authority  or  knowledge,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  the  quotation  in  your  letter  of  the  six  hundred  and  fifti- 
eth paragraph  of  the  fupersededregulaiionsof  1825,  in  which 
the  terms  "  mischievous"  and  "  disgraceful"  are  employed 
to  characterize  certain  letters  or  reports,  conveys,  tliough 
not  openly,  a  measure  of  rebuke,  which,  to  say  the  least,  is 
rather  harsh,  and  which  many  may  think  not  warranted  by 
the  premises.  Again  :  I  have  carelully  examined  the  letter 
in  question,  and  1  do  not  admit  that  it  is  obnoxious  to  the 
objections  urged  in  your  communicalion.  1  see  nothing  in 
it  which,  under  the  same  circumstances,  I  would  not  write 
again.  To  suppose  that  it  will  give  tlie  enemy  valuable 
information,  touching  our  past  or  prospective  line  of  opera- 
tions, is  to  know  very  little  of  the  Mexican  sources  of  in- 
formation, or  of  their  extraordinary  sagacity  and  facilities  in 
keeping  constantly  apprized  of  our  movements. 

As  to  my  particular  views  in  regard  to  the  general  policy 
to  be  pursued  towards  Mexico,  j  perceive  by  the  public 
journals  that,  they  are  shared  by  many  distinguished  stales- 
men,  and  also  in  part  by  a  conspicuous  otiicer  of  the  navy, 
the  publication  of  whose  opinions  is  not  perhaps  obstructed 
by  any  regulations  of  his  department.  It  is  difficult,  then, 
to  imagine  that  the  difl'usion  of  mine  can  render  any  pecu- 
liar aid  to  the  enemy,  or  specially  disincline  him  "to  enter 
into  negfitiations  for  peace." 

fn  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  it  has  given  me  great  pain 
to  be  brought  into  the  position  in  which  I  now  find  myself 
with  regard  to  the  Departmentof  Wai  and  the  GovernniPiit. 
It  has  not  been  of  my  own  seeking.  To  the  extent  of  my 
ability,  and  the  means  placed  at  my  disposal,  I  have  sought 
faithfully  to  serve  the  country,  by  carrying  out  the  wishes 
and  instructions  of  the  Executive.  But  it  cannot  be  con- 
cealed, that  since  the  capitulation  of  Monterey,  the  confi- 
dence of  the  department,  and  1  too  much  fear  of  the  Presi- 
dent, lias  been  gradually  withdrawn,  and  my  consideration 
and  usefulness  correspondingly  diminished.  The  apparent 
determination  of  the  department  to  place  me  in  an  .attitude 
antagonistical  to  the  Government  has  an  apt  illustration  in 
the  well-known  fable  of  iEsop.  But  I  ask  no  favor,  and  I 
.shrink  from  no  responsibility.  While  intrusted  with  tlie 
command  in  this  quarter,  I  shall  continue  to  devote  all  my 
energies  to  the  public  good,  looking  for  my  reward  to  the 
consciousness  of  pure  motives  and  the  final  verdict  of  im- 
partial history. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 
Z.  TAYLOR, 
Maj.  Gen.  U.  S.  Ji.,  commanding. 
Hon.  W.  L.  Marcy, 

Secretary  of  War,  Washington. 

The  message  and  accompanying  letter  were  laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BARROW  moved  that  ten  thousand  extra 
copies  of  the  message  and  accompanying  letter  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  that 
fifteen  thousand  extra  copies  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  House. 

The  motions  to  print  extra  copies  lie  over  under 
the  rule. 

The  House  then  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  February  4,  1848. 
The  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  submitted  by 
Mr.  Dayton,  calling  for  the  minutes  and  other 
papers  in  the  arbitration  case  on  the  subject  of  the 
Pea  Patch  Island. 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  a  petition  from  Orville  B. 
Dibble  and  George  C.  Bates,  praying  the  grant  of 
a  right  of  way  over  a  portion  of  the  public  lands 
for  the  construction  of  a  canal  round  the  Kails  of 
St.  Mary's  river,  Michigan;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Arkansas,  asking  the  removal  of  the  raft  on  Red 
river;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Adams  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying 
the  adoption  of  measures  to  bring  the  war  with 
Mexico  to  a  speedy  termination;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  over: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  (he  Senate  he  required  to 

procure hundred  copies  of  the  map  of  Mexico,  5,000 

copies  of  the  map  of  the  Valley  of  Mexico  and  of  the  seat  of 
war,  published  by  J.  Disturnel,  N.  Y.,  not  to  exceed  the  cost 
of  one  dollar  each,  and  ten  cents  each  for  the  others. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

A  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  removing  ob- 
structions in  the  Savannah  river  wus  taken  up, 
read  a  second  time,  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  was  then  engrossed,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Hoggatt  was 
taken  up,  read  a  second  time,  considered  as  in 


Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  then  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

PRE-EMPTION  BILL. 

A  bill  to  establish  a  permanent  general  preemp- 
tion system  in  favor  of  actual  settlers  on  the  public 
lands,  was  taken  up,  and  read  a  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

No  amendment  being  offered,  the  bill  was  about 
to  be  reported  to  the  Senate,  when — 

Mr.  PHELPS  suggested  the  propriety  of  sus- 
pending the  reading  of  the  bill.  It  was  evident, 
from  what  had  been  read,  that  it  proposed  to  intro- 
duce an  entirely  new  system  in  the  policy  of  the 
Government  relative  to  the  public  lands,  and  it 
would,  unquestionably,  excite  discussion.  It  was 
hardly  expedient  to  enter  into  its  consideration 
now.  He  moved  that  it  be  passed  over  infor- 
mally. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  did  not  object  to  the  suggestion, 
if  the  bill  could  be  taken  up  at  an  early  period.  It 
was  true,  that  it  proposed  changes  in  the  public- 
land  policy,  and  these  changes  were  called  for  in 
justice  to  the  settlers  in  the  new  States.  He  was 
willing  it  should  be  deferred,  if  taken  up  at  an  early 
period.  It  was  substantially  the  same  bill  which 
was  before  the  Senate  at  the  last  session,  and  wa.s 
then  partially  discussed.  He  would  not  pre.ss  it 
now,  if  the  gentleman  would  name  an  early  day 
for  its  consideration. 

Mr.  BREESE  suggested  Monday  week. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  made 
the  special  order  for  Monday  week. 

Mr.  BADGER  remarked,  that  another  bill  al- 
ready had  been  set  down  as  the  special  order  for 
that  day. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ASHLEY,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  said  bill  be  postponed  to,  and  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for,  Monday,  the  21st  February,  instant. 

PENSIONS  TO  WIDOWS  AND  ORPHANS. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  a  bill 
amending  an  act  entitled  "An  act  granting  half- 
pay  to  widows  or  orphans  where  the  husbands 
and  fathers  have  died  of  wounds  received  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,  in  cases  of 
deceased  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  militia  and 
volunteers,"  passed  July  4,  1836. 

The  bill  having  been  read  a  second  time,  and 
being  under  consideration  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole- 
Mr.  NILES  said  he  was  apprehen.'sive  that  this 
bill  had  not  received  its  proper  investigation.  He 
expressed  the  opinion  that  the  pension  system 
required  revision,  and  asked  whether  the  bill  con- 
templated to  give  half-pay  for  life,  or  for  the  term 
of  five  years.'  He  would  also  like  to  know 
whether  it  embraced  in  its  provisions  the  widows 
and  orphans  of  volunteers,  as  that  force  belonged 
to  the  Federal  Government,  and  not  to  the  States 
from  whence  they  had  volunteered. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  stated  that  the 
bill  had  been  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, and  was  recommended  in  the  message  of  the 
President.  All  must  recollect  the  ^petitions  pre- 
sented by  the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Dix,] 
and  his  eloquent  and  forcible  remarks  made  on  ihat 
occasion,  and  which  petitions  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  The  Committee 
on  Pensions  thought  it  would  wait  until  the  Mili- 
tary Committee  had  acted;  but,  on  consultation 
with  several  of  its  members,  it  was  supposed  that 
a  bill  would  come  more  appropriately  from  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  and  hence  this  bill  had 
been  reported. 

Mr.  DIX  explained,  that  the  petitioners  con- 
templated two  measures — one  giving  half-pay  for 
life,  and  the  other  for  five  years.  The  present 
bill,  he  believed,  adopted  the  pension  for  five 
years,  and  did  not  go  further. 

Mr.  NILES  inquired  if  the  bill  made  any  dis- 
tinction between  persons  who  died  in  service  or 
were  killed  in  battle. 

Mr.  DIX  thought  there  was  no  distinction  in 
the  bill,  though  he  had  not  examined  it  very  care- 
fully. The  wives  and  children  of  those  who  died 
in  service  in  Mexico  were  made  recipients  of  the 
bounty  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  NILES  did  not  wish  to  oppose  this  bill, 
but  he  thought  it  had  better  be  postponed  for  the 
present;  which  suggestion  was  adopted. 

THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 
The  Senate   then  resumed   the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional 
military  force;  whsn^ — 
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Mr.  SEVIER  said,  he  should  have  taken  no 
part  in  the  discussion  had  it  been  confined  to  the 
merits  of  the  ten-regiment  bill,  nor  would  he  now 
go  very  much  at  length  into  the  debate. 

He  would  vote  for  the  bill  because  it  was  re- 
commended by  the  proper  authority,  because  it 
was  approved  by  the  Military  Committee,  because 
it  would  accelerate  peaos,  and  give  financial  relief 
to  the  treasury.  But  his  chief  object  in  rising  was 
to  defend  the  President  against  the  attacks  which 
had  been  made  on  him. 

He  referred  the  origin  of  the  war  to  the  attack 
made  by  the  Mexicans  on  Thornton  and  Hardee, 
on  which  the  President  founded  his  war  message. 
It  had  been  asserted  that  the  annexation  of  Texas 
was  a  cause  of  the  war.  This  was  oneof  the  remote 
causes,  of  whicli  the  President  was  guiltless,  as 
weli  as  of  others  which  had  been  referred  to,  and 
■which  took  place  long  before  the  President  came 
into  power.  Texas  will  be  held,  every  part  and 
parcel,  by  us,  in  spite  of  the  denunciations  of  the 
opposite  party,  and  if  Mexico  should  be  deprived 
of  any  more  of  her  territory,  it  may  be  attributed 
to  the  efforts  of  the  same  party.  The  President 
inherited  both  the  great  questions — Oregon  and 
Texas.  He  desired  to  go  back  into  the  history  of 
these  twin  sisters. 

Texas  was  settled  by  United  States  citizens;  she 
revolted  from  Mexico,  and  was  admitted  into  this 
Confederacy.  Two  propositions  were  rejected  by 
Presidents  Jackson  and  Van  Buren,  out  of  defer- 
ence to  the  opinion  of  the  world.  Subsequently, 
she  was  invited  into  our  Union;  and  for  leasons 
which  she  assigned,  she  consented.  A  treaty  was 
submitted  to  the  Senate,  a  copy  of  which  found  its 
way  into  the  newspapers,  and  the  excitement  be- 
came intense.  This  took  place  just  before  the 
meetings  of  the  conventions  for  the  nomination  of 
a  President.  The  treaty  was  rejected;  an  issue 
was  then  made,  previous  to  the  elections  of  No- 
vember, 1844,  and  the  result  was  the  election  of 
the  present  Executive. 

A  resolution  to  admit  Texas  was  submitted  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  was  passed  by  a 
small  majority,  and  sent  to  the  Senate,  where  it  was 
referred  to  a  committee,  which  reported  against  it. 
A  compromise  was  then  made,  and  the  resolution 
was  amended,  and  carried  by  Senators  who  should 
never  be  forgotten  by  Texas,  among  whom  were 
three  gentlemen  from  the  other  side — Merrick, 
Henderson,  and  Reverdy  Johnson.  The  result 
was  transmitted  on  the  last  day  of  the  session  to 
Texas. 

The  difficulties  which  had  arisen  out  of  these 
events  had,  in  his  opinion,  been  managed  by  the 
President  with  the  greatest  sagacity  and  wisdom. 

He  then  proceeded  to  state  in  detail  what  those 
steps  were.  Fie  followed  the  course  of  General 
Taylor  from  his  first  movement  in  June,  1845, 
until  August,  1845,  when  he  reached  Corpus 
Christi.  In  October  he  received  information  from 
the  Department  that  there  would  probably  be  no 
invasion  of  Texas. 

The  President  states,  that  previous  to  Septem- 
ber, 1845,  there  was  a  disposition  on  the  part  of 
Mexico  to  settle  all  differences.  Mr.  Black,  our 
consul,  was  then  written  to,  to  ascertain  the  feel- 
ing of  the  Government,  and  to  him  the  Mexican 
Secretary  of  State  communicated  the  readiness  of 
the  Government  to  receive  a  United  States  minister 
to  settle  all  disputes. 

Thus  things  stood  when  Congress  assembled  in 
December,  1845,  when,  in  consequence  of  the 
President's  message,  wc  put  the  whole  of  this 
coast  under  our  jurisdiction.  Where  was  the  in- 
dignation of  the  opposite  party.'  Did  they  wait 
for  the  cannon  of  Palo  Alto  to  wake  up  their 
brains  and  their  tongues.' 

Our  minister  presented  himself,  and  Mexico 
refused  to  receive  him.  He  remained  there  until 
the  revolution  had  placed  Paredes  in  power.  Mr. 
Slidell,  in  a  letter  dated  6th  December,  which 
reached  liiia  city  in  January,  communicated  all 
these  events,  and  after  this,  the  order  to  General 
Taylor,  which  has  been  so  censured,  was  issued. 

He  then  recited  and  replied  to  the  various  ob- 
jections rnadc  to  this  order,  which  he  maintained 
that  the  President  had  a  constitutional  i)ower  to 
issue,  and  which  circumstances  fully  justified.  He 
insisted  that  the  territory  of  Texas  stretched  to  the 
past  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande;  that  from  the  time 
of  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  in  18,'tG,  the  Mexicans 
bad  never  crossed  from  the  west  bunk,  except  on 
^wo  occasions,  when  bandu  came  over  to  plunder, 


and  returned  without  any  booty.  Texas  had  ex- 
pelled the  Mexicans  from  this  territory,  had  es- 
tablished her  civil  jurisdiction  over  it,  and  had 
sent  into  it  a  surveyor  to  survey  the  lands.  He 
inferred  from  these  facts,  that  Texas  had  as  clear 
a  right  to  the  territory  up  to  the  Rio  Grande,  as 
we  have  to  these  United  States.  In  reply  to  what 
had  been  said  concerning  the  distance  for  voters  to 
go  to  Corpus  Christi,  he  referred  to  the  condition 
of  Arkansas,  since  his  youth,  to  show  the  distance 
which  grand  jurors  had  to  travel  to  the  courts  on 
which  they  weie  summoned  to  serve,  some  two 
hundred  or  two  hundred  and  fil'ty  miles.  The 
inhabitants  on  the  Rio  Grande  who  had  to  travel 
to  Corpus  Christi,  were,  in  fact,  better  off  than  the 
original  settlers  in  Arkansas.  The  inhabitants  of 
that  region  were  left  by  Texas  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  all  the  privileges  which  they  had  previously 
possessed. 

He  adverted  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  calling  on  the  department  to  ascertain 
the  boundary  we  asked.  In  reply,  a  map  was 
furnished,  showing  that  it  extended  to  the  Rio 
Grande.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to 
hold  on  to  this  territory,  until  it  should  be  proved 
that  our  claim  was  unsustainable.  Our  Govern- 
ment had  sent  minister  after  mini.'ster  to  decide  the 
question,  'but  Mexico  had  stubbornly  rejected 
every  overture  to  that  effect. 

He  reminded  the  Senate  of  the  anxiety  and  ex- 
citement which  prevailed  pending  the  discussion  of 
the  Oregon  question;  and  of  the  negotiations  which 
brought  about  the  settlement  of  thatdifliculty.  Yet 
Mexico  could  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  settle  the 
difficulty  between  her  and  the  United  States  by  ne- 
gotiation. 

The  information  communicated  by  Captain  Con- 
ner to  General  Taylor,  that  eight  thousand  Mexi- 
cans were  on  their  march  to  the  Rio  Grande,  was 
before  General  Taylor  made  a  movement.  He 
referred  also  to  the  correspondence  of  General 
Taylor  which  showed  that  he  had  found  Mexi- 
can troops  prepared  for  hostile  operations,  and  to 
other  facts,  to  prove  that  the  Mexicans  had  march- 
ed to  the  Rio  Grande,  for  the  purpose  of  invading 
our  territory,  before  it  was  ever  known  that  Gen- 
eral Taylor  was  on  his  march. 

He  regretted  that  the  Senator  from  Maryland 
should  have  made  it  a  ground  of  reproach  against 
the  President  that  General  Taylor  was  not  sus- 
tained, and  stated  that  General  Taylor  had  author- 
ity to  make  requisitions  on  several  Governors,  and 
to  raise  pecuniary  means,  whenever,  in  his  opin- 
ion, the  exigencies  of  the  service  should  require 
them. 

In  reference  to  the  resolutions  for  the  annexation 
of  Texas,  he  stated  that  there  was  no  difference 
between  the  two  on  the  subject  of  boundary,  and 
therefore  the  President  was  not  censurable  for  his 
selection  between  them  on  the  ground  assumed  by 
some  Senators  on  the  other  side. 

He  drew  a  distinction  between  the  cases  of  1803 
and  1806 — that  of  Louisiana  and  Florida — regard- 
ing them  as  aggressive  acts,  the  object  of  which 
was  the  invasion  of  the  possessions  of  France  and 
Spain — while  our  case  now  was  one  of  necessary 
defence. 

He  concluded  from  all  that  he  had  said  that  the 
President  had  acted,  in  entering  into  the  war,  with 
the  greatest  prudence,  wisdom,  and  forbearance. 

On  the  subject  of  the  manner  in  which  the  war 
had  been  carried  on,  he  intended  to  be  very  brief. 
If  the  glorious  results  which  had  marked  its  pro- 
gress throughout  were  not  evidence  sufliciently  sat- 
isfactory of  the  skill  and  energy  with  which  it  had 
been  prosecuted,  he  could  add  but  little  to  it.  He 
remarked  on  the  perseverance  with  which  Senators 
on  the  other  side  had  endeavored  to  embarrass  the 
Executive  in  his  movements,  by  throwing  odium 
on  the  war,  by  representations  of  the  dangerous 
diseases  of  the  Mexican  climate — of  the  ruin  which 
overhung  the  treasury — and  of  the  bankruptcy 
which  was  coming  on  the  country.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  facilitating  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty — 
which  Senators  in  the  opposition  were  clamoring 
for — the  President  came  to  Congress  for  two  mil- 
lions, and  then  the  cry  on  the  other  side  was, 
"  Would  you  buy  a  peace  ?" 

His  view  of  the  objects  for  which  we  now  prose- 
cute the  war  was,  that  they  are  indemnity  for  our 
expenditures,  in  the  sha|>eof  territory — and  he  had 
named  California  and  New  Mexico  last  session; 
and  indemnity  for  the  claims  of  our  citizens  for  spo- 
liations. The  President  had  at  one  tim«  stated,  that 


he  regarded  Upper  California  and  New  Mexico  as 
adequate  indemnity.  After  several  victories  had 
been  won,  he  did  not  rise  in  his  terms;  and  al- 
though, subsequently  to  the  capture  of  the  city  of 
Mexico,  he  has  demanded  more,  still  ifatany  time 
a  treaty,  embracing  Upper  California  and  New 
Mexico,  had  been  sent  to  this  Senate,  it  would 
have  been  ratified  here. 

In  reply  to  the  position  of  the  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  Bell,]  that  the  President  does  not 
really  desire  a  peace,  he  (Mr.  S.)  expressed  him- 
self surprised,  after  the  President  had  sought  peace 
with  so  much  eagerness  and  solicitude. 

Mr.  BELL  explained  that  he  had  stated  that  the 
President  was  not  anxious  to  make  a  treaty,  unless 
he  could  so  make  it  as  to  obtain  security  for  the 
future. 

Mr.  CASS  asked  on  what  authority  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  stated  that  it  was  a  security  against 
the  interference  of  foreign  nations. 

Mr.  BELL  replied,  that  it  was  a  deduction  from 
the  policy  which  had  been  pursued,  and  the  argu- 
ments by  which  it  was  defended  here.  He  pro- 
tested against  being  represented  as  saying  the  Pres- 
ident was  not  anxious  to  make  a  peace — he  ought 
to  be — but  that  he  would  not  make  a  peace  which 
did  not  offer  security  for  the  future. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  the  President  would  not  sign 
a  treaty  with  a  man  of  straw.  He  would  consider 
a  treaty  on  parchment  as  pretty  good  authority  in 
itself.  He  would  make  a  treaty  with  any  stable 
government,  for  he  would  say  that  no  man  could 
be  more  averse  to  the  war  than  the  President  had 
been  from  the  first.  It  had  been  asked,  Would 
California  and  New  Mexico  be  sufficient.'  He 
thought  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  and  his 
friends,  must  have  received  information  that  Mr. 
Trist  had  made  a  treaty.  He  had  thought  of  rising 
and  putting  the  question  solemnly.  Had  the  friends 
of  General  Scott  received  any  information  of  any 
treaty  which  had  been  made.' 

Mr.  BELL  disavowed  any  knowledge  of  the 
kind.  Had  the  Senator  any  knowledge  of  any  such 
treaty .' 

Mr.  SEVIER,  not  a  word.  The  President 
wants  a  fair  indemnity  in  territory,  or  otherwise. 
He  had  never  thought  of  taking  the  whole  of  Mexi- 
co. Never,  until  the  beginning  of  this  session,  had 
he  ever  heard  it  imputed  to  the  President,  or  his 
Cabinet,  that  he  desired  this.  And  if  things  are 
taking  this  tendency,  it  will  be  because  of  the  course 
of  argument  which  has  been  pursued  here.  The 
Senator  from  Maryland  had  stated  that  he  would 
be  willing  to  take  a  little  territory  in  satisfaction  of 
claims,  yet  he  would  scorn  to  take  indemnity  in 
territory.  Another  Senator  had  asserted,  that  he 
would  have  the  troops  withdrawn  by  the  shortest 
road  and  the  cheapest  way.  Senators  made  up 
their  own  issues,  and  then  deduced  their  various 
conclusions,  without  reference  to  the  true  facts. 

He  was  in  favor  of  advancing,  rather  than  any 
inglorious  retreat.  If  we  withdrew  our  troops — if 
they  came  back  without  a  peace — we  should  leave 
an  exasperated  enemy  behind  us,  and  this  would 
lead  to  a  series  of  new  outrages  of  the  most  lament- 
able character.  As  to  what  the  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee had  said  on  the  subject  of  classes,  and  the 
impossibility  of  civilizing  the  mass,  he  reminded 
that  Senator  of  his  own  system  for  the  removal  of 
the  Indians  to  the  West.  In  carrying  out  that 
system,  bills  had  been  passed  locating  some  of 
these  Indians  on  the  borders  of  Arkansas,  where 
they  had  formed  themselves  into  a  government, 
and  had  since  flourished,  and  had  become  an  order- 
ly, prosperous,  and  easily-governed  people.  He 
did  not  see  any  greater  difficulty  in  civilizing  and 
governing  the  mass  of  Mexicans. 

As  to  the  right  of  voting,  he  did  not  know  that 
the  Mexicans  would  gain  it  from  the  Constitution. 
The  Indians  had  not  gone  up  to  vote  that  he  knew 
of. 

He  took  great  exception  to  the  resemblance 
drawn  by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  between  the 
war  of  Cortez  and  this  war — making  glory  and 
gold  the  objects  of  its  further  prosecution.*  He  de- 
fended the  Administration  against  this  charge.  Pie 
denied  that  the  friends  of  the  President  or  of  this 
bill  were  actuated  by  any  such  base  motives.  As 
to  the  reference  dra'wn  from  the  abolition  of  the 
transit  duties  that  General  Scott  was  endeavoring 
to  conciliate  the  people,  instead  of  collecting  these 
taxes.  General  Scott  receives  a  sum  in  lieu  of  the 
amount.  The  Senator  had  also  asked  if  we  would 
take  the  public  debt  of  Mexico.     He  replied,  tliat 
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he  would  do  so,  and  her  church  debt  too;  as  our 
income  would  increase  with  the  increase  of  our 
population.  He  then  dwelt  at  some  length  on 
the  remarks  of  the  Senator  Prom  Tennessee,  rela- 
tive to  the  increased  patronage  which  the  acquisi- 
tion of  Mexico  would  throw  into  the  hands  of 
the  President.  He  stated  that  the  President  had 
grown  weary  of  patronage,  and  would  rejoice  if 
the  power  was  not  vested  in  him.  He  concluded 
with  reasserting  that  the  President  had  no  objec- 
tion to  make  a  peace  with  any  authority  as  stable 
as  the  present  Government  of  Mexico. 

Mr.  HUNTER  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  FOOTE  then  rose,  and  said:  I  wish  to  pro- 
pound two  questions  to  the  Senator  from  Tennes- 
see, which  I  have  reduced  to  writing. 

A  Senator.     "Order." 

Mr.  FOOTE.  It  will  not  occupy  more  than  a 
few  moments.  I  was  not  in  my  seat  yesterday, 
being  confined  to  my  room  by  indisposition,  and 
had  not  then  an  opportunity  of  putting  these  inter- 
rogatories to  the  Senator.  The  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee, the  day  before  yesterday,  quite  unexpect- 
edly, propounded  certain  questions,  which,  he  said, 
he  confidently  expected  would  be  answered  by  me, 
as  he  regarded  me  as  a  bold  and  independent  man, 
who  would  not  shrink  from  the  responsibility  of 
answering  questions  of  that  nature.  His  questions 
were  answered;  and  kno\^ing  him  to  be  a  man  of 
at  least  equal  boldness,  I  can  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  I  anticipate  equal  promptitude,  on  his 
part,  in  replying  to  the  questions  I  am  now  about 
to  propound.  I  will  further  premise,  that  I  put 
these  inquiries  in  a  spirit  of  courtesy,  and  with  a 
strong  desire  of  obtaining  an  expression  of  the 
Senator's  views.  I  desire,  then,  to  inquire  of  the 
Senator,  first,  whether,  when  he  addressed  the 
Senate,  he  had  any  knowledge  or  information,  of 
a  reliable  character,  that  »  treaty,  or  anything 
equivalent  thereto,  had  been  agreed  on  in  Mexico; 
and  if  so,  whether  by  authorized  agents  of  the 
Government,  or  by  unauthorized  persons;  and,  if 
by  unauthorized  persons,  is  the  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee aware  of  any  connection  or  correspondence 
between  these  agents,  or  unauthorized  persons, 
and  any  person  or  persons  in  the  United  States? 

Mr.  BELL.  I  see  that  the  Senator  means  it  in 
a  mild  spirit,  but  certainly  it  is  claiming  a  great 
right,  on  his  part,  to  catechise  me  in  this  form. 

Mr.  FOOTE.     If  he  does  not  wish 

Mr.  BELL.  I  say  that  I  only  deny  the  right  of 
any  Senator  to  ask  me  such  a  question,  implying 
a  breach  of  confidence  on  the  part  of  agents  of  the 
Government,  and  which  might,  by  possibility,  in- 
volve myself. 

Mr.  FOOTE.     I  did  not  intend  that. 

Mr.  BELL.  Oh!  I  believe  the  Senator  means 
nothing  at  all  improper.  I  did  hear  the  rumors 
that  there  was  a  projet  of  a  treaty  presented  by  the 
commissioners  to  Mr.  Trist,  and  afterwards  to 
General  Scott,  and  that  it  had  been  forwarded  to 
Washington.  Upon  further  inquiry,  I  did  not 
find  any  authority  whatever  for  the  rumor.  I  may 
add,  that  I  have  had  no  communication  with  any 
agent  of  the  Government,  whether  in  America  or 
in  Mexico. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  The  question  does  not  implicate 
the  Senator. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  have  had  no  such  information, 
and  am  rather  disposed  to  believe  that  there  has 
been  no  foundation  for  the  rumors  to  which  allu- 
sion has  been  made.  From  some  announcements, 
(semi-official,)  it  would  seem  that  there  had  been 
something  in  them;  but  I  see  it  denied  in  the  re- 
cognized organ  of  the  Administration,  and  must 
suppose  that  that  statement  is  true.  If  both  the 
Senators  had  attended  closely  to  my  remarks, 
they  would  have  seen  that  the  tenor  of  my  argu- 
ment \yas,  that  the  Administration  must  seek 
something  more  than  territory,  as  affording  "  se- 
curity for  the  future,"  and  that  it  mattered  not, 
so  far  as  my  argument  was  concerned,  whether 
they  claim  the  Californias  and  New  Mexico,  or  a 
still  further  extension  of  territory  on  the  same 
border. 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  wish,  sir,  to  make  a  motion, 
necessary  to  the  organization  of  the  Senate.  We 
have  elected  a  President  pro  tempore,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Vice  President,  and  have  not  yet 
given  notice  of  it  to  the  President.  He  does  not 
know  how  things  are  here.  I  ask  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate,  then,  in  order  to  submit  a  resolu- 
tion directing  the  Secretary  to  notify  the  President 
of  what  we  have  done. 


It  was  then — 

Ordered,  Tliat  tlie  Secretary  wait  on  the  President  of  tlie 
United  States,  and  notify  him  that  the  Senate,  in  the  absence 
of  the  Vice  President,  have  chosen  the  Hon.  David  R. 
Atchison  President  of  the  Senate  pro  temjiore;  and  that  he 
maite  a  similar  communication  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

Mr.  FOOTE  again  rose  to  address  the  Chair. 

Mr.  MANGUM.     I  rise,  sir 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  will  not  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  long.  Give  me  a  fair  chance.  I  was 
sick  yesterday. 

Mr.  MANGUM.     I  rise  to  order. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  If  the  Senator  be  unwilling  to 
allow  me 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  am  not  at  all  unwilling  to 
allow  any  Senator  the  full  exercise  of  his  privi- 
leges. But  I  now  make  a  point  of  order.  What 
I  suggest  is  in  the  spirit  of  which  I  am  sure  the 
gentleman  will  himself  approve.  This  kind  of  cat- 
echisina:  gentlemen  in  this  body 

Mr.  FOOTE.     Who  commenced  it .' 

Mr.  MANGUM 1  regard  not  only  as  a  de- 
parture from  the  order,  but  as  calculated  to  impair 
the  dignity  of  our  course  of  procedure.  Let  me 
assure  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi  that 
I  make  this  point  of  order  in  all  respect  and  kind- 
ness to  himself,  and  strictly  in  a  desire  to  adhere 
to  the  uniform  usages  of  the  body  as  I  understand 
them.  It  will  be  readily  perceived  that  great  dis- 
order mustensueif  such  a  practice  were  permitted. 
If  Senators  are  to  rise  up  in  this  way,  on  any  oc- 
casion, out  of  the  course  of  debate,  and  put  inter- 
rogatories on  isolated  points,  calling  now  on  the 
Senator  frorn  Michigan,  and  now  on  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  and  so  on,  I  submit  to  the 
Senator  himself  whether  such  a  course  of  proce- 
dure would  not  be  disorderly,  and  ought  to  be 
avoided  on  all  hands? 

Mr.  BELL.  It  seems  to  be  alleged  that  I  com- 
menced the  system  of  interrogation.  I  hope  that 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  will  allow  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi  to  proceed. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  In  my  own  vindication  I  must 
say  that  really  I  am  not  very  familiar  with  the 
rules  of  order;  I  am  told,  however,  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  North  Carolina  is  entirely  mistaken.  At 
any  rate  it  is  not  for  me  to  vindicate  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  whose  magnanimity  has  just  now 
induced  him  to  acknowledge  that  he  is  himself  re- 
sponsible for  all  that  has  occurred.  His  questions 
were  propounded  to  me  in  the  confident  expecta- 
tion that  I  would  answer,  and  I  did  answer;  and, 
therefore,  it  would  have  been  much  more  season- 
able had  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  pre- 
sented his  views  of  order  on  the  day  before  yester- 
day. My  next  question  is:  Would  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  agree  to  a  treaty  with  Mexico, 
without  full  indemnity  for  past  wrongs  received  at 
the  hands  of  her  Government,  and  security  from 
future  aggressions — and  also  what  amount  of  in- 
demnity and  what  kind  of  security  he  would  de- 
mand ? 

Mr.  BELL.  I  can  assure  the  Senator  that  I 
would  weigh  well  any  treaty  that  might  be  pre- 
sented to  this  body,  and  try  to  do  so  impartially. 
But  I  hold  that  greater  calamities  might  befall  this 
country  than  the  acceptance  of  a  treaty  which  did 
not  give  even  full  indemnity.  I  should  regard  the 
success  of  the  policy  which  I  have  attempted  to 
show  in  the  course  of  my  argument  was  now  in 
progress,  and  which  I  still  believed  to  be  pursued, 
notwithstanding  the  denial  of  the  gentleman  who 
has  addressed  the  Senate  to-day,  as  a  greater  evil 
than  that.  I  would  endeavor  to  weigii  the  evils, 
when  the  issue  comes  up  between  taking  the  Rio 
Grande,  to  which  we  claim  title,  and  the  conquest 
of  the  whole  of  the  country,  and  the  holding  of  it 
either  in  the  shape  of  States  or  as  dependant  prov- 
inces; with  my  present  impressions  of  the  evil  of 
such  a  policy,  I  would  prefer  the  former  to  the  lat- 
ter alternative. 

iMr.  FOOTE.     What  boundary  ? 

Mr.  BELL.  If  the  Senator  desires  to  learn  all 
ray  individual  opinions,  I  shall  be  very  happy  to 
communicate  them.  I  should  be  quite  willing  to 
take  the  Rio  Grande  as  the  boundary;  but  the 
Senator  is  not,  therefore,  to  say,  that  I  preferred 
not  to  take  any  indemnity. 

Mr.  FOOTE.     I  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  BELL.  I  distinctly  stated  that  I  was  not 
opposed  to  exacting  such  indemnity  from  Mexico 
as  would  not  be  oppressive  or  ruinous  to  her.  I 
did  not  go  against  all  indemnity,  and  I  trust  I  was 
so  understood.    The  honorable  Senator  from  Mis- 


sissippi was  not  here  yesterday,  and  therefore  it 
is  probable  that  he  wishes  to  know  my  individual 
opinions  on  those  points:  they  are  not  worth  much, 
it  is  true;  but  such  as  they  are,  I  gave  them,  with- 
out disguise,  and  I  had  hoped,  with  sufficient 
explicitness  to  indicate  what  I  should  do  in  any 
particular  exigency  that  might  arise. 
The  Senate  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  February  7,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  asked  the  general  consent  of 
the  House  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  furnish  this 
House  with  copies  of  all  letters  received  at  the  War  Office 
from  General  Taylor  from  the  1st  to  tlie  22d  of  February, 
1847,  inclusive,  which  have  not  heretofore  been  made  pub- 
lic, and  so  far  as  the  same  may  not  be  prejudicial  to  the 
public  interests. 

The  reception  of  the  resolution  being  objected 
to— 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  to  suspend  the  rules. 
The  question  was  put,  and  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended. 
The  resolution  was  then  received  and  agreed  to. 

THANKS  TO  GENERAL  SCOTT,   ETC. 
Mr.  HUNT  asked  the  general  consent  of  the 
House  to  introduce  the  following  joint  resolutions, 
of  which  previous  notice  had  been  given: 
JOINT  RESOLUTIONS  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to   Major  General  Winfield  Scott  and  the  troops 
under  his  command,  for  their  distinguished  gallantry  and 
good  conduct  in  the  campaign  of  1847. 
Resolved  unanimously  hy  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  Stales  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
presented  to  Winfield  Scott,  Major  Genera!  commanding  in 
chief  the  army  in  Mexico,  and  through  him  to  the  officers 
and  men  of  the  regular  and  volunteer  corps  under  him,  for 
their  uniform  gallantry  and  good  conduct,  conspicuously 
displayed  at  the  siege  and  capture  of  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz 
and  Castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulna,  March  29, 1847;  and  in  the 
successive  battles  of  Cerro  Gordo,  April  18th ;  Contreras, 
San  Antonio,  and  Churubusco,  August  19th  and  20th;  and 
for  the  victories  achieved  in  front  of  the  city  of  Mexico, 
September  Stii,  11th,  12th,  and  13th  ;  and  the  capture  of  the 
metropolis,  September  14th,  1847;  in  which  the  Mexican 
troops,  greatly  superior  in  numbers,  and  with  every  advan- 
tage of  position,  were  in  every  conflict  signally  defeated  by 
the  American  arms. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause  to  be  struck  a  gold 
medal,  with  devices  emblematical  of  the  series  of  brilliant 
victories  achieved  by  the  army,  and  presented  to  Major 
General  Winfield  Scott,  as  a  testimony  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  Congress  of  his  valor,  skill,  and  judicious 
conduct  in  the  memorable  campaign  of  1847. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  Major  General  Scott  in  such  terms  as  he  may 
deem  best  calculated  to  give  effect  to  the  objects  thereof. 

Mr.  SAWYER  objecting— 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  en- 
able him  to  introduce  the  joint  resolution. 

The  rules  being  suspended,  the  resolutions  were 
received,  and  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  FIUNT  rose  and  said  he  had  no  desire  to 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  with  a  discussion  of 
these  resolutions.  He  could  not  doubt  but  the 
House  was  now  prepared  to  come  to  a  vote  on  the 
subject.  He  believed  the  resolutions  expressed 
the  universal  sentiment  of  the  American  people  in 
relation  to  those  brilliant  achievements  to  which 
they  refer. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  inquired  if  debate 
was  in  order  on  these  resolutions. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  debate  was  in  or- 
der. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  inquired  if  the  resolutions - 
would  not  go  over  if  any  one  desired  to  debate 
them. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  they  would  not,  as 
this  was  not  resolution  day. 

Mr.  HUNT  then  resumed.  He  said  he  had  no 
desire  to  discuss  the  general  merits  of  these  reso- 
lutions. He  would,  however,  say  a  single  word. 
It  would  be  perceived  that  the  resolutions  con- 
tained no  mention,  by  name,  of  those  subordinate 
officers  who  bore  so  conspicuous  a  part  in  achiev- 
ing those  glorious  victories  by  our  arms.  His 
reason  was,  that  it  would  be  more  appropriate 
and  fitting  that  these  resolutions  should  be  drawn 
in  the  usual  form,  and  confined  to  the  general 
commanding  in  chief  He  hoped,  however,  that 
some  gentleman  would  take  an  early  occasion  to 
submit  a  resolution  expressive  of  the  thanks  of 
Congress  "and  the  country  to  all  the  subordinate 
officers,  which  would  receive  his  best  support. 
He  now  moved  the  previous  question. 
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Mr.  TOMPKINS  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
iVew  York  would  withdraw  his  demand  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  made  a  like  request.  Hi.s 
object  was  to  obtain  the  opportunity  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  resolutions,  which  he  believed 
would  meet  the  approbation  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  and  of  the  House.  He  wished  to 
introduce  an  amendment  to  give  the  thanks  of 
Con2;ress  to  General  Taylor  for  his  distinguished 
services  to  the  country  at  the  battle  of  Buena 
Vista. 

Mr.  HUNT  said  he  could  not  consent  to  with- 
draw his  motion;  but  if  tlie  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois would  afterwards  submit  his  amendment  as 
an  independent  proposition,  it  should  have  his 
(Mr.  H.'s)  best  support. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  desired  to  offer  an 
amendment,  which,  perhaps,  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  would  accept. 

The  SPEAKER  said  no  amendment  could  be 
received  but  by  unanimous  consent. 

Objections  were  made;  and  the  question  being 
put  on  the  demand  for  the  previous  question,  it 
was  sustained. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  and  the  reso- 
lutions were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

Mr.^HUNT  hoped  they  would  have  their  third 
reading  at  this  time. 

Mr.  HENLEY  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  his  object  being  to 
offer  an  amendment,  fie  did  not  wish  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House,  but  he  wished  to  make  the 
resolutions  perfect  by  an  amendment  which  he 
was  of  opinion  would  meet  the  approbation  of  all 
sides  of  the  House.  He  wished  to  submit  it  as 
an  addition  to  tlfe  first  resolution,  which  enu- 
merates the  achievements  of  our  army,  in  these 
words: 

".■VII  of  which  triumph?  and  achievements  are  honorable 
to  our  national  character,  and  give  additional  brilliancy  and 
lustre  to  the  American  name." 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  hoped  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  would  consent  to 
have  the  resolutions  amended  so  as  embrace  all  of 
the  major  and  brigadier  generals  who  were  in 
those  battles.  If  they  would  look  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  Congress  on  preceding  similar  occasions, 
they  would  find,  if  he  (Mr.  H.)  recollected  cor- 
rectly, that  medals  had  been  presented  to  all  offi- 
cers, as  far  down  as  brigadier  generals.  He 
desired  to  conform  to  that  practice  on  this  occa- 
sion, and  include  by  name  all  of  the  major  and 
brigadier  generals;  and  if  gentlemen  would  agree 
to  It,  he  would  propose  to  insert  the  names  of 
Major  Generals  Ciuiiman  and  Pillow,  and  Briga- 
dier Generals  Worth,  Twiggs,  Smith,  Shields,  and 
Pierce.  This,  he  believed,  included  all,  and  he 
hoped  no  one  would  object  to  it. 

i\lr.  HASKELL  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  had  intentionally  omitted  the  name  of 
Major  General  Patterson  .' 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said,  certainly  not;  his  inten- 
tion liad  been  to  include  all,  and,  in  the  hurry  of 
preparing  the  amendment,  he  and  those  around 
him  had  casually  omitted  the  name  of  that  distin- 
guished officer.  He  would  vote  the  resolutions, 
whether  his  amendment  prevailed  or  not,  with 
very  great  pleasure,  and  he  believed  all  on  his  side 
of  the  House  would  do  so  likewise.  He  had  no 
wish  to  delay  or  defeat  the  thanks;  the  officers 
named,  all  of  them,  Major  General  Scott  as  well 
as  the  others,  were  eminently  entitled  to  them, 
and  he  hoped  gentlemen  over  the  way  would  con- 
sent to  the  amendment  he  now  proposed.  Gen- 
tlemen must  remember — they  could  not  have  for- 
gotten— that  this  was  the  course  pursued  at  the 
last  Congress,  when  thanks  were  voted  to  General 
Taylor.  Hi.s  recollection  was,  that  on  that  occa- 
sion, we  included  by  name  the  officers  who  were 
with  him  at  Monterey,  to  the  grade  of  brigadier 
generals.  The  same  custom  .should  be  observed 
now.  To  vary  from  it  might  be  improperly  con- 
strued; to  leave  out  those  names  without  cause, 
without  a  reason,  and  in  dirett  conflict  with  the 
usages  of  Congress,  would  be,  in  his  opinion,  im- 
proper and  unfair  to  those  very  distinguished  and 
patriotic  officers. 

Mr.  DOTTS  moved  the  i)reviou3  question  on 
the  motion  to  reconsider.  . 

There  was  a  second,  and  the  main  question  was 
ordered  to  be  now  put. 


Mr.  HENLEY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  reconsider,  and  they  were  ordered, 
and  resulted  thus:  Yeas  86,  nays  113. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  negatived. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  HARALSON  rose  and  said,  he  had  voted 
for  the  reconsideration,  not  in  a  spirit  of  opposi- 
tion to  these  resolutions,  but  with  a  view  to  amend 
them  so  as  to  include  those  distinguished  generals 
who  had  taken  so  conspicuous  a  part  in  those  glo- 
rious conflicts.  He  had  no  other  object  now  than 
to  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  final  passage 
of  the  resolutions. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HUNT  expressed  his  opinion  that  a  reso- 
lution to  accomplish  the  object  of  the  gentleman 
from  Geoi-gia  [Mr.  Haralson]  would  meet  with 
general  approbation  in  this  House.  He  now  mov- 
ed the  previous  question  on  the  third  reading. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  to  recommit 
with  a  view  to  amend  the  resolutions. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman's  motion 
was  not  now  in  order. 

The  House  then  seconded  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question,  and  the  main  question  was  or- 
dered to  be  now  put. 

The  roll  was  then  called,  and — 

Mr.  HASKELL  rose  when  his  name  was  called 
and  desired  to  explain,  that  while  voting  with  great 
pleasure  for  these  resolutions,  he  did  not  wish  to 
be  understood  as  voting  for  himself.  Having  been 
an  officer  on  the  occasions  referred  to,  he  was 
placed  in  a  delicate  position;  but  with  this  expla- 
nation he  gladly  gave  his  vote  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  197,  nay  1. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BOTTS  asked  the  general  consent  to  offer 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Unitt-d  Stales  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  this  House  whether  any  conimu- 
nication  has  been  received  from  Mexico  containing  propo- 
sitions from  the  Mexican  authorities  or  commissioners  for  a 
treaty  of  peace;  and  if  so,  that  he  communicate  the  same, 
if  it  can  b»  done  without  detriment  to  the  public  interests. 

Objection  being  made — 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  question  on  suspending  the  rules  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  and  the  resolution  was  re- 
ceived and  agreed  to. 

THANKS  TO  GENERAL  TAYLOR,  ETC. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  the  rules  having  been  sus- 
pended for  the  purpose,  introduced  the  following 
joint  resolutions: 

Resolved  hij  the  Seriate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  Stales  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the 
thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  they  are  hereby  tendered, 
to  Major  General  Zachary  Taylor,  and,  through  him,  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular  army  and  of  the  volun- 
teers under  his  command,  for  their  indomitable  valor,  skill, 
and  i;ood  conduct,  conspicuously  displayed  on  the  twenty- 
secoiid  and  twenty-third  days  of  February  last,  in  tne  battle 
of  Buena  Vista,  in  defeating  a  Mexican  army  of  more  than 
four  limes  their  number,  consisting  of  chosen  troops,  under 
their  favorite  commander.  General  SantaAnna,  and  thereby 
ol/taining  a  victory  over  the  enemy  which,  for  its  signal  and 
brilliant  character,  is  unsurpassed  in  the  military  annals  of 
the  world. 

Rejoiced,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  cause  to  be  struck  a  gold  medal,  with  devices 
emhIematiPal  of  this  sjilendid  achievement,  and  presented 
to  Major  General  Zachnry  Taylor,  as  a  testimony  of  the  high 
sense  entertained  by  Congress  of  liis  judicious  and  distin- 
guished conduct  on  that  mem<jrable  occasion. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  cause  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  be  communi- 
cated to  Major  General  Taylor  in  such  terms  as  he  may  deem 
best  calculated  to  give  etfect  to  the  object  thereof. 

The  resolutions  were  read  afirst  and  second  time. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  the  previous  question 
on  their  engrossment  and  third  reading,  which  was 
seconded;  and,  under  its  operation,  the  resolutions 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time; 
and,  being  engrossed,  they  were  accordingly  read 
a  third  time  and  passed:  Yeas  181,  nay  1. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  WILMOT  rose  and  asked  leave  to  make  a 
personal  explanation. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  be  in  order  only 
by  the  general  consent  of  the  House. 

No  objection  being  made — 

Mr.  WILMOT  *vas  proceeding  with  his  re- 
marks; when — 

Mr.  ROOT  rose  and  objected. 

The  objection,  coming  too  late,  was  not  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  WILMOT  (continuing)  said  he  trusted  that 
gentlemen  would  find  that  he  was  net  disposed  in 
any  degree  to  abuse  'the  courtesy  or  trespass  far 


upon  the  indulgence  which  had  been  extended  to 
htm.  It  was  the  first  time,  since  he  had  been  a 
member  of  this  House,  that  he  had  asked  to  have 
extended  to  him  any  indulgence  of  this  character, 
and  he  should  not  now  jiave  made  the  request  had 
it  not  been  for  the  very  extraordinary  and  peculiar 
character  of  an  article  which  appeared  in  the 
"  Union"  of  the  3d  instant  under  its  editorial  head. 
As  that  is  the  second  attack  (said  Mr.  W.)  which 
has  been  made  upon  me,  within  the  last  few  days, 
in  the  editorial  columns  of  that  paper,  the  "  vener- 
able" editor  who  presides  over  it  might  think  I 
was  wanting  in  personal  respect  unless  I  noticed 
them.  It  is  not,  sir,  I  assure  you,  because  I  feel 
the  slightest  degree  of  inconvenience  or  pain  under 
the  lasii  which  he  chooses  to  apply  to  me.  I  feel 
entirely  confident  that  any  efforts  which  that  gen- 
tleman may  make  to  injure  me  before  my  constit- 
uents will  be  idle  and  abortive.  My  principles 
were  known  to  them  before  I  left  my  home;  they 
were  always  freely  promulgated;  and  when  I 
choose  to  avow  them  on  this  floor,  I  claim  the 
right  to  do  so,  and  I  am  entirely  indifferent  what 
course  the  editor  of  the  "  Union"  may  see  fit  to 
take  with  reference  to  it.  I  will  read  the  article  to 
which  I  refer : 

"Mr.  D.  Wilmot,of  Pennsylvania,  is  not  content  with  the 
notoriety  he  has  gained  by  his  [iroviso.  We  must  have  the 
Wilrnot  proviso  IVo.  2.  He  has  proposed  a  scheme  of  direct 
taxation — to  fall,  we  presume,  heavily  on  the  slaves  of  the 
South.  Fortunately,  this  day  it  was  rejected  in  the  House, 
several  of  the  Whigs  voting  against  it. 

"  The  Administration  does  not  ask  such  idle  schemes  and 
such  mischievous  alliej.  If  this  Representative  from  Penn- 
sylvania is  not  content  with  consulting  wiser  counsellors, 
he  had  better  set  up  a  scliool  of  his  own,  and  call  it  the 
Wilmot  School.  If  he  means,  however,  to  cooperate  with 
the  Republican  party,  we  advise  him  to  consult  and  act  with 
them.  The  Administration  has  laid  down  its  platform. 
Pursue  its  measures  of  finance,  let  them  be  honestly  carried 
out,  and  we  shall  require  no  direct  tax  ;  but  we  will  obtain 
what  money  we  require  on  moderate  terms." 

This,  sir,  it  appears  to  me,  is  an  article  of  the 
most  extraordinary  tone  and  character.  In  the 
first  place,  it  denounces  this  "scheme"  (as  it  is 
pleased  to  call  it)  of  direct  taxation  as  a  "  second 
proviso,"  as  "  another  firebrand"  thrown  into  the 
Republican  ranks.  We  have  heard  for  the  last 
year — nay,  more,  ever  since  the  introduction  of 
the  proviso  which  I  had  the  honor  to  introduce  to 
exclude  slavery  from  any  territory  to  be  acquired — 
through  the  columns  of  that  paper,  that  it  was  a 
firebrand  thrown  into  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic 
party ,  which  is  likely  to  divide,  and  perhaps  event- 
ually to  result  in  the  defeat  of  that  party.  This 
has  been  the  constant  clamor  of  the  "  Union." 
We  now  hear,  from  the  same  source,  that  this  is 
"  Proviso  No.  2.  "  A  proposition  which,  as  a  Rep- 
resentative of  the  people,  standing  on  my  rights 
as  a  member  of  this  House — which,  on  my  respon- 
sibility to  my  people,  and  to  God  under  the  oath 
I  have  taken  here — I  have  proposed,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  drawing  from  the  capital  and  wealth  of  the 
country  some  fair  proportion  of  the  expenses  and 
burdens  of  this  Government,  is  denounced  as  a 
firebrand  by  this  pretended  organ  of  the  Adminis- 
tration— pretended  organ,  I  say;  God  forbid  that  I 
should  accuse  it  of  speaking  the  sentiments  of  the 
Administration!  I  do  not  believe  that  any  article 
of  this  character  can  procure  the  endorsement  of 
the  President  or  any  prudent  member  of  his  Cab- 
inet. 

This  a  "  mischievous  proposition"  which  I  in- 
troduced I  "  A  firebrand!"  says  Mr.  Ritchie.  A 
"  second  proviso !  A  second  attempt  to  invade  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party!  A  second  at- 
tempt to  strike  at  that  "  peculiar"  institution  which 
this  "  venerable"  editor  seems  always  to  have  in 
view,  and  at  which  he  seems  to  see  some  blow 
struck  in  almost  every  movement  tliat  may  be  made 
here!  Why,  if  a  proposition  is  before  Congress 
for  the  introduction  of  new  territory  into  this 
Union,  Mr.  Ritchie  sees  nothing  in  it  above  and 
beyond  the  extension  of  slavery  !  If  a  proposition 
is  introduced  here  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money 
for  the  support  of  this  Government  in  time  of  war, 
and  for  the  payment  of  its  debt,  Mr.  Ritchie,  this 
far-seeing  editor,  sees  nothing  in  that  proposition 
but  an  effort  to  impose  a  tax  upon  a  peculiar  spe- 
cies of  property.  His  vision  is  altogether  unable 
to  extend  any  further;  and  he  .seems  to  think  that 
gentlemen  are  actuated  by  no  other  motives  or  ob- 
jects, in  whatever  movement  they  may  nioke  here. 
I  had  no  particular  allusion  to  this  species  of  prop- 
erty. If  there  had  been  no  such  ])ropcrty  I  should 
have  made  the  same  proposition;  I  did  not  propose 
to  exempt  it;  I  do  not  know  why  a  few  thousand 
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capitalists  of  tlie  South,  who  liold  a  certain  specie.s 
of  property,  should  be  exempt  from  taxation;  but 
my  object  was  to  call  upon  the  capital  2;enerally  in 
all  sections  of  tlie  country — North  and  South,  East 
and  West — wherever  found,  to  bear  its  just  pro- 
portion of  the  burdens  of  the  Government.  This 
was  my  object;  to  this  object  my  amendment  was 
directed,  and  to  tliis  only.  And  this  is  a  "here- 
sy" in  the  Republican  creed!  A  new  doctrine  in 
the  Democratic  party,  is  it?  Mr.  Ritchie  declares 
it  to  be  a  heresy;  th:U  it  must  be  kicked  out  of 
doors;  and  "  fortunately,"  he  tells  us,  "  it  was; 
several  of  the  Whigs  voting  against  it."  Mr. 
Ritchie,  then,  was  fortunate  in  having  some  allies; 
it  was  fortunate  for  him  that  some/eiy  Whigs  came 
to  his  aid  and  voted  down  this  "  mischievous" 
principle,  Vhich  he  charges  me  with  attempting  to 
interpolate  into  the  creed  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Why,  the  language  employed  in  this  article,  like 
everything  he  says  about  me,  is  calculated  and  in- 
tended to  mislead  public  opinion,  and  to  place  me 
in  a  false  position  before  the  country  and  my  con- 
stituents; to  represent  me  as  acting  with  the  great 
body  of  the  Whig  party  in  support  of  a  proposi- 
tion which  goes  to  overthriOW  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  that  there  was  here  and 
there  a  V/hig  who  voted  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  thus  defeated  this  "  mischievous" 
measure.  An  examination  of  the  vote  shows  that 
.<(e?'en?!/-fiyo  Whigs  voted  against  the  proposition! 
This  is  ^'several'''  of  them,  with  a  vengeance! 
"  Several"  to  come  up  and  sustain  Mr.  Ritchie's 
views  in  this  matter!  Let  the  old  man  beware; 
let  him  look  to  the  company  he  is  in  !  While  he 
denounces  me  as  a  "  mischievous  ally"  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, such  an  one  as  he  did  not  want,  he 
has  taken  into  his  bosom  and  confidence  seventy- 
two  "allies"  from  the  Opposition  party!  So  it 
would  seem  he  denounces  my  proposition;  they 
vote  against  it :  Thomas  Ritchie  and  they  act 
together  upon  it ! 

There  is  another  fact  to  which  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House.  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  [Mr.  Vinton,]  that  respectable  and 
able  gentleman,  one  of  the  seventy-two  Whig  allies 
of  Mr.  Ritchie,  is  not  content  with  giving  a  silent 
vote,  but  gives  his  reasons  for  the  course  which 
the  "Union"  so  highly  approves,  and  for  pursu- 
ing the  opposite  of  which  it  sees  fit  to  visit  me 
with  so  strong  denunciations.  When  the  prop- 
osition which  I  moved  came  before  the  House,  the 
gentleman  [Mr.  Vinton]  is  repoi-ted  as  saying: 

" There  existed  in  the  countiy  two  opposing  piirtie-s  on 
the  Bul)jpctol' taxation  and  of  trade  :  the  Free-trade  jjarty  and 
the  Protective  party.  Tlie  doctrines  of  tlie  Free  trade  party 
ended  necessarily  in  direct  taxation.  Thither  they  tended, 
and  there  they  ended  of  necessity.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  was  a  free-trade  man,  and  so  far  his  introduc- 
tion of  an  amendment  in  favor  of  direct  taxation  was  all 
quite  consistent.  Mr.  Vinton  was  not  a  free-trade  man ; 
and  he  never  would  agree  to  impose  a  direct  tax  while  a 
system  of  indirect  taxation  would  answer  the  purposes  of 
Government." 

I  difTer  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  that  the 
doctrines  of  free  trade  necessarily  end  in  direct 
taxation  to  the  extent  which  he  lays  down.  The 
true  free  trade  doctrine  is,  that  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  in  time  of  peace  should 
be  borne  by  an  equitable  system  of  duties  on  im- 
ports, but  that  all  extraordinary  demands  upon 
the  treasury  should  be  met  by  direct  taxation.  The 
doctrine  of  the  protectionists  is,  that  no  revenues 
Khali  be  raised  by  direct  taxes  so  long  as  the  wants 
of  the  Government  can  possibly  be  met  by  loans 
or  by  indirect  taxes. 

Now,  I  woultl  like  to  know  what  becomes  of 
the  free-trade  principle,  if  you  commence  increas- 
ing duties  to  meet  extraordinary  demands  on  the 
treasury,  like  the  present,  and  to  avoid  incurring 
a  national  debt,  or  to  ])ay  it  off  when  contracted  ? 
Increase  the  duties  in  this  way,  and  you  have  a 
protective  tariff;  you  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  pro- 
tectionists inevitably;  and  that  is  whaj,  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  and  the  whole  Whig  party  seek; 
what  they  arc  endeavoring  to  accomplish  by  resist- 
ing direct  taxation — by  resisting  this  appeal  to  the 
great  principles  of  the  Republican  party.  They 
are  seeking  to  force  um  back  a^ain  upon  the  ground 
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of  protection,  to  bring  upon  us  a  high  protective 
tariff;  and  Mr.  Ritchie  ought  to  know  it,  and  does 
know  it;  and  I  charge  him  with  cooperating  with 
these  high-tariff  men — with  abandoning  the  doc- 
trines of  free  trade.  He  is  willing  that  a  debt  of 
one  or  two  hundred  millions  should  be  accumu- 
lated, thus  making  it  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
principle  of  a  low  tariff  should  be  abandoned  and 
a  high  protective  tarifl'  resorted  to,  because  there 
is  no  other  way  of  meeting  these  extraordinary 
expenditures  except  by  direct  taxation,  which  he 
so  loudly  condemns.  If  you  have  brought  your 
tarifTdown,  in  time  of  peace,  to  the  lowest  point 
demanded  by  an  economical  administration  of  the 
Government,  how  are  you  to  meet  extraordinary 
expenditures  except  by  an  increase  of  the  tariff,  or 
a  resort  to  direct  taxes  ?  If  the  tariff  be  increased, 
do  you  not  come  upon  the  grounds  of  the  protec- 
tionists? To  avoid  this,  is  the  policy  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  The  only  alternative  is  a  resort  to 
direct  taxation;  and  for  bringing  forward  a  propo- 
sition based  on  this  principle  I  am  denounced. 

Within  a  few  days  I  have  been  assailed  from 
the  same  source,  charged  with  having  abandoned 
the  doctrines  of  the  free-trade  party.  I  have 
never  abandoned  them;  I  have  held  them  from  my 
youth.  I  adiiere  to  them  still.  He  charged  me 
with  deserting  the  tariff  of  1846,  and  with  labor- 
ing to  defeat  it  in  the  last  stages  of  its  passage. 
This  is  not  true,  and  I  can  bring  "  Father  Ritchie" 
himself  to  prove  it.  1  never  gave  a  vote  the  in- 
tention or  the  effect  of  which  was  to  defeat  the 
bill.  My  votes  will  be  found  consistent  with  each 
other  and  with  the  sentiments  declared  in  my 
speech  on  that  subject.  Within  the  same  hour  in 
which  I  gave  the  vote  of  non-concurrence  vjiih  the 
amendment  of  the  Sennte,  I  voted  twice  against 
laying  the  bill  on  the  table.  But  suppose  it  to  be 
true  that  I  did  abandon  the  principles  of  free  trade, 
did  I  not  come  forward  on  the  1st  of  February 
with  a  proposition  founded  upon  those  principles, 
providing  for  raising  by  direct  taxes  revenue  to 
meet  the  extraordinary  expenditures  incident  to 
the  war,  and  for  the  payment  within  a  reasonable 
time  of  the  debt  necessarily  incurred  in  its  prose- 
cution? No  sooner  was  this  done  than  I  am  de- 
nounced as  a  "  mischievous  ally. "  This  is  the 
consistency  of  Mr.  Ritchie! 

Again  :  he  advises  me  "  to  consult  wiser  coun- 
sellors." If  by  this  he  means  to  imply  that  in 
moving  in  this  measure  I  have  consulted  with  the 
opponents  of  this  Administration,  I  pronounce  the 
insinuation  false.  I  consulted  with  no  man;  I 
took  counsel  of  my  own  judgment,  and  acted  as  I 
thought  duly  to  my  constituents  required.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  1  am  to  understand  it  as  an  invi- 
tation to  take  counsel  of  him,  I  respectfully  decline. 
I  would  regard  it  as  unsafe.  I  tliink  he  has  ar- 
rived at  that  period  of  life  when  his  judgment,  if 
he  ever  had  any,  is  unbalanced  and  unhinged.  He 
has  reached  that  period  of  old  age  known  as  second 
childhood,  more  feeble  and  more  helpless  than  the 
first.  I  trust  I  will  be  able  to  show  before  I  sit 
down  that  his  deviations  from  party  principles  and 
policy  have  been  so  wanton  and  so  flagrant,  that 
it  v/ould  be  unsafe  for  any  Democrat  to  rely  upon 
his  counsels  or  follow  his  advice. 

But  the  most  extraordinary  and  significant  part 
of  the  article  is  that  in  which  he  infiirms  me  that 
the  "platform  is  laid  down"  on  which  lam  to 
stand.  Now  I  appeal  to  every  gentleman,  can 
language  more  grossly  insolent  be  employed  to-  j 
wards  a  member  of  this  House?  It  is  .substantially 
this:  The  platform  is  laid  down;  if  you  choose  to 
stand  upon  it,  well;  but  if  you  dare  to  depart  from 
it,  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  lash  with  which  to  pursue 
you.  I  am  commanded  to  walk  between  two  par- 
allel lines,  and  if  perchance  [  step  over,  the  anath- 
emas of  this  man  are  fulminated  upon  my  head; 
this  man  who  professes  to  be  the  organ  of  the  great 
Republican  party  of  the  Union,  and  who  has  done 
more  to  weaken  and  divide  that  party,  by  his  nar- 
row and  sectional  views,  and  by  his  denunciations 
of  sound  and  unwavering  Democrats,  than  any 
other  one  hundred  men.  If  the  Republican  party 
should  be  defeated,  if  it.s  banner  trails  in  the  dust, 
this  Mr.  T.  Ritchie  will  not  for  the  first  time  be 


responsible  for  its  overthrow  by  his  assaults  and 
denunciations  of  men  who  have  stood  with  fidelity 
and  entire  consistency  on  the  platform  of  the  R.e- 
publican  party.  Without  arrogating  to  myself 
any  particular  merit,  I  claim  to  have  stood  there 
myself,  and  I  defy  him  and  those  who  use  him  to 
point  out  any  act  or  vote  of  mine  as  a  Representa- 
tive upon  this  floor  that  conflicts  in  the  least  de- 
gree with  the  principles  of  the  party  to  which  I 
belong.  Even  if  he  chooses  to  penetrate  my  tlis- 
trictand  inquire  into  my  political  conduct  and  his- 
tory, I  defy  him  to  bring  against  me  the  first  act 
of  party  unfaithfulness. 

This  is  a  most  novel,  a  most  extraordinary 
charge  preferred  against  me.  i  venture  to  say 
that  you  may  search  the  records  of  the  public 
prints  of  every  party  organ  that  has  existed  since 
the  establishment  of  the  Government  without  find- 
ing its  parallel.  The  principle  here  laid  down  is, 
that  the  Representative  has  no  right  to  think  or  act 
for  himself;  that  he  has  no  right  to  consult  the 
feelings  or  wishes  of  the  constituency  he  repre- 
sents, but  that  his  highest  duties 'are  discharged 
when  lie  follows  blindly  the  path  marked  out  for 
him  by  others — when  he  stands  like  a  block  upon 
the  platform  laid  down  for  him.  I  have  always 
understood  that  by  the  Constitution  all  revenue 
measures  must  originate  in  this  House.  Mr. 
Ritchie,  it  spcms,  interprets  the  Constitution  dif- 
ferently. "The  platform  is  laid  down;"  "the 
measures  of  finance  ai'e  marked  out;"  and  it  is  our 
duty  to  pursue  them  under  the  pains  and  penalties 
of  excommunication.  VV^ho  authorii^ed  "  Father 
Ritchie"  to  send  in  here  his  measures  of  finance? 
or  who  gave  him  the  right  to  demand  of  us  im- 
plicit obedience  to  the  recommendations  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  to  hurl  upon  us  de- 
nunciations ? 

Sir,  what  were  the  objects  and  purposes  of  my 
amendment,  honestly  and  fairly  considered?  I 
have  already  stated  that  it  was  to  reach  the  capital 
and  wealth  of  the  country.  I  am  one  of  those  who 
believe  that  a  great  public  debt  is  a  great  calamity; 
one  of  the  most  paralyzing  and  unmitigated  curses 
that  can  be  inflicted  upon  labor;  one  of  the  most 
elTectual  means  of  binding  dov.'n  and  keeping 
down  the  honest  laborers  of  the  land.  Such  have 
been  its  consequences  in  every  Government,  and  if 
the  same  policy  be  pursued  by  us,  such  will  be  its 
results  here.  So  believing,  I  am  anxious  to  pro- 
vide for  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  at  an  early 
day;  and  this,  too,  from  the  pockels  of  those  who 
are  best  able  to  bear  it.  We  are  in  the  midst  of  a 
war — a  war  that  must  be  prosecuted.  In  its  prose- 
cution a  large  debt  has  already  been  incurred,  and 
if  continued,  it  must  be  greatly  increased.  I  hold 
that  it  is  our  duty  that  we  should  at  this  time  pro- 
vide means  for  its  early  extinguishment.  We 
have  no  right  to  inflict  upon  posterity  those  bur- 
dens which  properly  belong  to  ourselves,  and 
which  we  are  abundantly  able  to  bear.  Wliat 
right  have  we  to  cast  upon  our  children  the  curse 
of  an  onerous  public  debt  ?  I  hold  that  provision 
should  be  made  for  its  early  payment,  at  least 
within  the  life  of  the  generation  that  creates  it. 
This  is  my  doctrine;  and  it  is  for  entertaining  such 
principles  that  I  am  denounced. 

The  able  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  ofWays  and  Means  of  the 
last  Congress,  [Mr.  McKay,]  when  my  proposi- 
tion was  introduced,  made  a  speech  in  favor  of 
resorting  to  direct  taxation,  if  the  present  war  is 
not  speedily  brought  to  a  close.  He,  of  course, 
comes  in  for  a  share  of  the  denunciations  of  the 
"Union.''  I  differ  from  that  gentleman  in  this: 
he  would  resort  to  tliis  mode  of  raising  revenue 
only  in  the  event  of  a  prolonged  continuance  of 
the  war.  I  would  advocate  its  adoption  if  the  war 
were  to  cease  to-day.  I  look  as  well  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  public  debt  as  to  the  raising  of  money 
to  supply  the  immediate  wants  of  the  treasury. 
If,  after  the  extinguishment  of  the  public  debt, 
there  should  be  a  surplus  of  revenue  beyond  the 
ordinary  wants  of  the  Government,  I  would  dimin- 
ish the  duties,  and  thus  relieve  the  pcoi)lc  from  a 
portion  of  the  burdens  of  taxation.  Such,  I  un- 
dertake to  any,  arc  tlic  doctrines  of  the  free-trade 
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party;  and  to  such  results  my  proposition  was 
directed.  Everyman  knows  that  the  great  bur- 
dens of  Government  rest  upon  the  laboring,  toiling 
masses;  and  because  they  bear  the  load  in  silence, 
because  they  have  no  pensioned  presses  to  utter 
their  grievances  or  to  assail  their  rulers,  therefore 
you  would  load  tiiem  down  until  their  very  backs 
were  broken.  iSly  proposition  was  to  reach  tlie 
capital  of  the  country — to  tax  stocks,  money  at 
interest,  and  personal  property.  I  could  not  go 
into  details  as  to  the  particular  kinds  of  personal 
property  on  which  I  would  have  this  tax  imposed. 
Tliis  was  the  a)ipropriate  duty  of  the  committee. 
Could  I  have  gone  into  details,  I  .should  have  desig- 
nated as  the  object.5  of  taxation,  gold  and  silver 
plate,  pleasure  carriages,  watches  and  jewelry  of 
all  kinds,  and  household  furniture  exceeding  in 
value  a  given  amount. 

These,  sir,  were  some  of  the  luxuries  and  ex- 
travagances of  the  rich  that  I  particularly  had  in 
view.  1  liave  already  said  that  I  did  not  intend 
to  exempt  the  capital  of  the  South;  and  therefore 
the  peculiar  property  in  which  the  money  of  the 
planter  is  principally  invested  would  have  been 
embraced.  I  desired  to  exempt  the  humble  la- 
borer of  the  country  from  any  portion  of  this  tax. 
I  believe  that  if  the  whole  five  millions  proposed 
to  be  raised  by  my  amendment  were  drawn  from 
the  large  capitalists  and  more  wealthy  classes,  still 
the  largest  proportion  of  the  burdens  of  Govern- 
ment would  fall  upon  the  laboring  classes. 

I  have  said  I  regard  Air.  Ritcliie  as  an  unsafe 
counsellor;  1  would  not  dare  to  follow  his  advice, 
even  if  I  were  disposed  to  seek  it.  In  order  to 
show  how  unsafe  and  how  dangerous  it  would  be 
to  be  guided  by  his  counsels,  I  will  read  some  of 
his  violent  attacks  upon  General  Jackson,  and 
also  give  the  opinion  which  General  Jackson  en- 
tertained of  liim.  I  read  extracts  taken  from  the 
Richmond  Enquirer  at  the  time  when  General 
Jackson's  name  was  before  the  country  as  a  can- 
didate of  the  Republican  party: 

"  We  cannot  consent  to  lend  a  liand  toward  tlie  election 
of  such  a  Mian  as  Andrew  Jackson." 

"  We  would  deprecate  liis  election  as  a  curse  upon  our 
country." 

"  One  who,  in  any  great  crisis,  would  convert  the  whole 
country  into  one  great  camp,  and  would  reduce  almost 
everjtliing  under  martial  law." 

"  Compare  him  with  Adams  and  Crawford,  and  how  in- 
ferior must  he  be." 

'•'  We  can  commend  General  Jackson's  modesty  in  reti- 
ring from  the  i^enate  and  tile  bench,  where  ho  discovered 
the  superior  f|ualifications  of  other  people.  Can  we  say  as 
much  for  his  ninrlesty,  when  he  is  now  aspiring  to  the  high- 
est ollice  in  (his  nation.'" 

"  He  is  t'lo  little  of  a  statesman,  too  rasli,  too  violent  in 
lli.s  temper,  his  measures  too  much  inclined  to  arbitrary 
government,  to  oblain  the  humble  support  of  the  editor  of 
this  papi:r." 

"  What  kind  of  a  President  would  this  great  civilian 
make.^  A  gentleman  who  cannot  interpret  the  plain  ex- 
pression of  (,ne  law,  and  yet  would  he  called  upon  to  admin- 
ister all  the  laws  of  the  land  !  One  whose  ideas  are  so 
purely  military  that  he  would  Iransiiiute  a  traitor  into  a  spy, 
or  would  punish  treason,  not  by  the  civic  courts,  but  by  a 
court  martial  !" 

These  v/ere  the  opinions  entertained  by  Mr. 
Ritchie  of  General  Jackson.  Do  you  think,  sir, 
that  he  would  be  a  safe  adviser  for  a  Democat 
who  has  drawn  largely  from  the  opinions  of  that 
great  man  in  the  formation  of  his  political  creed.' 
who  looks  upon  his  veto  messages  as  a  text-book 
to  guide  the  republican  in  the  path  of  safety.'  I 
shall  not  call  upon  him  for  his  advice,  but  most 
respectfully  decline  to  follow  any  he  may  ofier. 

But  General  Jackson  placed  on  record  his  esti- 
mate of  Mr.  Ritchie's  character.  I  read  from  the 
the  letters  of  Judge  Brackenridge: 

"  [  have  often  heard  him  (Jackson)  use  these  emphatic 
words;  '  Kili'hie  is  the  trreatcstscoundrpl in  America.'  And 
in  one  of  these  letters  he  uses  the  following  language,  which 
dci'crvc.s  to  be  engraved  in  leuirs  of  brass: 

"'I  see  that  I  am  attackiil  in  ('onf.'nss  by  Cooke,  Whit- 
<man,  and  VVilli-ims,  aided  by  that  inlhrnous  press,  ilje  [tirli- 
'  niOTid  f^Miininr.  If  such  a  corrupt  press  ;i.s  ilii-  I'iciiiiMiiid 
'  Enquirer  were  to  approb;ile  my  <nn(lnrt,  1  should  Ihini;  that 
<  in  Home  unguarded  moment  I  had  committed  some  great 
'  moral  impropriety.'" 

We  all  know  with  what  apprehension,  nay,  with 
what  fcur  General  Jack.son,  in  hi.s  last  moments, 
contemplated  the  displacement  of  lijs  old  friends 
Blair  and  Rives,  and  the  removal  of  T.  Ritchie  to 
the  seat  of  Government  as  the  editor  of  the  oro-an 
of  iho  Republican  party.  He  predicted  that  divis- 
ion in  the  party  and  disaster  woidd  follmv.  lie 
remonstrated,  he  did  all  that  a  dying  patriot  could 
do  to  save  us  from  such  a  calamity,  to  preserve 
the  integrity  and  harmony  of  the  Repuidicnn  rank.s. 
But  the  faithful  and  tried  servants  of  the  party, 


(Blair  and  Rives,)  who  had  stood  by  us  in  our  hour 
of  peril,  who  had  safely  carried  us  through  the  most 
trying  and  eventful  struggle  in  the  annals  of  party 
warfare,  were  thrust  aside.  What  were  the  rea- 
sons assigned  for  this  ?  Did  any  one  ever  question 
their  integrity  as  partisans  or  as  men.'  Their 
ability  and  energy  were  never  doubted;  but  it  was 
said  that  tliey  had  assailed  so  roughly  many  Dem- 
ocrats as  to  make  them  obnoxious  to  a  considera- 
ble portion  of  the  party.  True,  they  did  assail  with 
vigor,  and  justly,  too,  many  professed  and  pre- 
tended Democrats.  It  was  at  a  time  when  treason 
was  rife  iu  our  ranks;  wlien  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  had  openly  entered  tlie  political  arena,  and 
was  buying  up,  like  cattle  in  the  market,  ]n'esses 
and  the  people's  Representatives.  And  yet,  Blair 
and  Rives,  during  the  whole  twelve  years  of  Jack- 
son's and  Van  Buren's  administrations,  never  d>;- 
nounced  half  as  many  members  of  the  party  as 
has  this  querulous  and  waspish  old  man.  They 
denounced  for  good  cause;  he,  without  reason  or 
just  foundation.  Take  the  members  of  the  la^t 
Congress,  and  of  the  one  hundred  and  forty  Demo- 
crats of  which  it  was  composed,  there  cannot  be 
found  twenty  whose  skirts  are  free  from  the  direct 
or  indirect  censures  of  this  reviler  of  General 
Jackson.  Those  who  sustained  appropriations  for 
internal  improvements — embracing  a  large  share  of 
the  Democratic  representation  in  Congress — have 
been  duly  read  out  of  the  party,  unchurched  from 
its  communion,  and  set  over  to  the  Whigs.  In 
the  "  Union"  of  December  16,  1847,  ail  such  are 
censured  as  cooperating  with  the  Whigs  "  to  op- 
pose the  war,  to  compel  the  Administration  to 
withdraw  the  army,  to  embarrass  the  Republican 
party,  and  elevate  the  Whig  candidate  to  the  Presi- 
dency." 

Next  came  those  who  in  the  late  Congress  op- 
posed a  tax  upon  tea  and  coffee.  All  will  remem- 
ber the  severity  with  which  the  anathemas  of  the 
"Union"  were  poured  out  upon  the  heads  of  this 
class  of  sinners.  At  one  time,  there  was  no  re- 
demption or  salvation  for  those  who  opposed  the 
principles  of  free  trade;  and  last,  but  in  due  season, 
are  heard  the  thunders  of  this  organ  against  those 
who  support  this  policy,  and  honestly  seek  to 
carry  it  out  by  a  resort  to  direct  taxation  to  meet 
the  heavy  expenditures  of  a  foreign  war. 

But  the  editor  of  the  Union  has  other  and  deeper 
sins  to  answer  for  than  any  I  have  yet  charged 
upon  him.  He  labored  to  destroy  the  administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  the  crisis  of  its  fate.  He 
opposed  that  greatest  and  most  wholesome  of  all 
measures  that  engaged  the  attention  and  enlisted 
the  support  of  the  Re])ublican  party  of  modern 
times,  the  Independent  Treasury,  recommended 
by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  whose  Administration  reflects 
the  highest  honor  on  the  Democratic  party,  and 
will  constitute  a  bright  ])age  in  the  history  of  the 
Republic.  I  read  again  from  the  Richmond  En- 
quirer : 

"  This  scheme  [the  Independent  Treasury]  is  wicked,  be- 
cause it  can  only  be  said  to  be  a  wanton  experiment  to  dis- 
credit the  present  State  banks,  and  would  essentially  aid 
Mr.  Biddle  and  his  bank  in  breaking  them  down." 

"  Let  it  once  get  foothold,  and  all  the  restraints  of  the 
Constitution  will  be  broken  down,  with  the  liberties  of  the 
people." 

"The  institution  and  establishment  of  sub-treasuries  at  all 
the  necessary  and  commercial  points  in  the  United  States 
would  cost  the  Government  several  millions  of  dollars. 
Strong  houses,  with  vaults,  chesis,  bars,  bolts,  and  locks, 
would  be  necessary,  with  a  regnhir  corps  of  watchmen  and 
an  additional  set  of  oflicew.  To  blind  the  public,  the  scheme 
might  be  commenced  with  very  few  new  oliicers,  but  they 
would  soon  be  increased  to  any  number  .actually  necessary." 

"  For  the  beneiit  of  iVIr.  (Jouge's  argument  we  will  sup- 
pose all  the  .Stale  banks  put  down,  their  charters  repealed, 
anil,  if  you  please,  the  Fanny  ll'ri'^Id  doctrines  carried  out 
as  far  as  its  advocates  desin';  all  grants  lo  laiids  amndled  ; 
debts,  contracts,  credits,  and  slavery  abolished  ;  marriages 
and  our  obligations  to  morality  and  religion  abrogated  ;  and 
everything  we  want  to  bo  purchased  or  sacrificed  by  the 
actual  ])ayment  of  gold  and  silver;  and  in  what  would  we 
be  improved."' 

"  We  go  for  the  sound  State  banks — those  which  will 
ansvviM- the  purposes  of  tlie  (iovernment ;  those  which  arc 
hone.-l  in  tlicir  u  islics  and  zealous  in  their  efforts  to  resume 
spi/cic  payment-  -in  iirricnricc  to  the  Treasury  system." 

"  We  have  objcctid  to  Ihe  Sub-treasury  system,  so  called, 
that,  in  the  first  place,  it  will  enlarge  the  Ea-ccutive  jioiver , 
Ai,iu;\DV  TOO  uuiiAT  lor  a  republic  ;  secondly,  that  itcon- 
Iributes  to  endanger  Ihc  security  of  the  jmHic  funds ;  and, 
thirdly,  that  it  is  calculated  lo  produce  two  currencies — a 
baser  one  for  the  peojile  and  a  better  one  for  the  Govern- 
ment." 

"  We  opposed  the  Suh-treaaury  system,  so  denominated, 
in  1K)1 ;  we  mtiintain  the  same  ground  in  1837." 

V/here  will  you  find  more  gross  and  outrageous 
as.saults  upon  this  measure,  should  you  search  the 
most  violent  Whig  papers  of  the  time?    This  is 


the  man  who  shortly  after  was  upon  his  knees,  a 
suppliant  for  mercy,  imploring  forgiveness  for 
himself  and  his  fellow-traitors,  Rives  and  Tall- 
MADGE,  and  begging  to  be  received  once  more  into 
the  party.  This  is  the  man  who  now  denounces 
and  reads  Democrats  out  of  the  party  by  the  score. 
Then,  he  was  anxious  to  be  taken  in  upon  any 
terms,  even  on  trial;  now,  he  has  grown  so  arro- 
gant and  presuming  as  to  erect  a  platform  on  which 
all  must  stand. 

These  attacks  upon  me,  after  all,  have  not  come 
so  unexpectedly.  I  anticipated  them  before  I  left 
home;  and  in  a  public  meeting  of  my  constituents, 
told  them  I  was  a  marked  man  by  this  old  dotard; 
that  if  it  were  in  the  power  of  his  press  to  destroy 
my  standing,  he  would  do  it.  But  I  bid  him  de- 
fiance. My  people  know  me,  and  are  beginning 
pretty  well  to  understand  him,  and  those  vvjIio  use 
him.  I  could  easily  save  myself  from  these  assttults, 
if  I  were  as  vacillating  as  he  has  been.  There 
would  be  no  difliculty  between  Mr.  Ritchie  and 
myself  if  one  day  I  would  support  a  great  meas- 
ure on  princi]5le,  and  the  next  day  turn  round  and 
oppose  it.  I  would  be  secure  from  misrepresenta- 
tion and  abuse  if  I  would  submit  my  neck  to  the 
yoke,  and  wear  the  collar  of  a  certain  as))irant  for 
the  Presidency,  in  whose  interest  the  "  Union"  is 
enlisted,  and  for  wliose  elevation  it  is  laboring.  If 
I  would  make  myself  an  instrument  in  his  hands, 
(which  God  forbid  !)  I  have  no  doubt  but  there 
would  be  an  abundance  of  grace  and  mercy  for  me. 
The  Abraham's  bosoto  of  "  Father  Ritchie''  is 
wide  enough  and  warm  enough  for  all  sorts  of  sin- 
ners except  myself.  Those  who  oyjposed  tlie  tariff 
— I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  censuring 
them — have  been  received  back  into  the  fold  of  the 
party;  those  who  opposed  the  Administration  on 
the  question  of  improvements  of  rivers  and  har- 
bors, although  excommunicated,  have  received 
absolution;  for  even  the  flagrant  sin  of  ojiposition 
to  the  tax  on  tea  and  coffee,  I  think  there  has  been 
forgiveness;  and  I  verily  believe  that  I,  although 
the  greatest  of  sinners,  might  be  forgiven  even  for 
the  PROVISO,  if  I  would  enlist  under  the  banner 
of  a  certain  aspirant  for  the  Presidency.  I  have 
formed  my  deliberate  opinions  and  estimates  of 
this  man,  and  I  declare  I  prefer  any  other  man 
named  by  the  Republican  party  as  a  candidate  for 
the  Presidency — either  Cass,  Dallas,  or  Wood- 
bury, nay,  even  Mr.  Calhoun  himseh;  he  is  a  bold, 
frank  man,  who  meets  all  questions  fairly,  never 
evading  or  dodging  the  issues  they  involve. 

Sir,  simultaneously,  on  the  25th  of  December, 
the  "  Union,"  in  this  city,  and  the  "  Pennsyl- 
vanian,"  a  paper  published  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  distant,  came  out  with  articles  abusive  and 
denunciatory  of  myself.  The  editor  of  the  latter 
paper  was  in  this  city  at  the  time,  and  from  the 
similarity  of  the  charges  preferred  against  me, 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  attacks  were  arranged 
and  preconcerted.  My  prostration  was  determined 
upon,  because  it  was  believed  that  my  opposition 
to  this  Presidential  aspirant  was  uncompromising 
and  unyielding.  Again:  the  article  which  I  Jiavc 
been  noticing,  which  appeared  in  the  "Union"  of 
the  3d  instant,  was  also,  as  I  am  informed,  accom- 
panied by  a  similar  attack  in  the  "  Pennsylvanian" 
of  the  same  date,  and  they  arc  both  the  leading 
organs  of  the  scheming,  amiiitious  candidate.  The 
one  in  Philadelphia  is  known  to  be  devoted  en- 
tirely to  his  interest,  edited  by  his  protege,  who  is 
in  the  receipt  of  sjjilj.'iOO  of  the  public  patronage. 
The  singular  coincidence  of  these  attacks,  both  in 
time,  character,  and  circumstance,  leaves  no  doubt 
upon  my  mind  as  to  the  source  from  which  they 
come,  or  the  reasons  that  prompt  them.  That  as- 
pirant may  send  papers  and  documents  into  my 
county,  to  men  of  whose  names  he  has  never 
heard,  except  as  they  have  been  furnished,  marked 

"  with  the  kind  respects  of . "     Yet  lie  will 

find  Ihc  Democracy  of  that  county  firm  in  their 
attachment  to  their  principles,  and  like  a  wall  to 
those  who  oppose  them.  Talk  of  him  as  a  candi- 
date for  the  Presidency!  Willi  him  as  their  can- 
didate they  would  meet  with  a  most  overwhelming 
and  most  disastrous  defeat.  He  the  candidate  of 
the  Republican  party — the  reviler  of  Madison  !  the 
opponent  of  tlie  war!  It  is  idle;  and  his  friends 
begin  to  see  it  tuid  know  it. 

The  true'reasons  for  this  assault  upon  me  are, 

first,  my  adherence  to  the  riuiviso;  and,  next,  my 

unwillingness  to  favoi-  the  pretensions  of  this  man. 

I  have  no  candidate,  no  particular  favorite;  but  I  prc- 

I  fer  cither  of  the  Democrats  who  have  been  named 
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to  this  man.  I  have  a  right  to  these  preferences,  to 
enjoy  them,  and  to  express  them.  I  doubt  not 
that  for  so  doing  a  portion  of  the  press  of  my  State 
will  assail  and  denounce  me.  But  I  intend  to  pre- 
serve all  such,  and  doubt  not  but  the  ear-mark 
will  be  found  upon  them,  and  that  upon  inquiry  it 
will  be  discovered  that  they  are  in  the  receipt  of 
patronage  from  him,  or  obtained  through  his  in- 
fluence. I  believe,  but  for  the  large  patronage 
employed,  that  the  Democracy  of  Pennsylvania 
would  have  declared  its' preference  for  some  otlier 
man  for  the  Presidency.  Here,  sir,  men  are  de- 
nounced, proscribed,  read  out  of  the  party,  for  no 
other  offence  than  demanding  that  the  free  soil  of 
the  country  shall  be  preserved  for  freemen,  and  for 
proposing  to  tax  the  wealth  of  the  country,  and 
make  it  contribute  its  due  share  towards  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war  and  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt.  How  was  it,  sir,  in  Pennsylvania,  when  the 
integrity  of  the  Democratic  party  was  struck  down, 
its  candidate  for  United  States  Senator  defeated, 
by  a  combination  of  Whigs,  Natives,  and  a  few 
unsound  Democrats;  when  chicanery  triumphed 
over  party  usages,  and  prostrated  as  pure,  as  noble, 
and  as  talented  a  man  as  breathes  the  air  of  our 
mountain  hills — how  was  it  then.'  Were  there 
any  denunciations  for  those  wlio  had  brought 
about  this  defeat  and  overthrow  of  our  party.' 
How  was  it  when  the  Democracy  of  Pennsylva- 
nia appealed  to  those  in  high  places  here  to  stand 
by  and  sustain  the  party  thus  stricken  down,  to 
vindicate  its  usages.'  Then,  sir,  this  man,  whose 
eyes  are  directed  to  the  White  House,  could  take 
refuge  behind  his  official  position,  and  declare  he 
thought  it  improper  for  him  to  interfere  in  the  af- 
fairs of  a  sovereign  State.  With  all  his  nice  sense 
of  propriety  in  this  respect,  will  either  he  or  his 
friends  inform  the  public  whether  he  did  not  write 
to  Maine,  with  a  view  to  influence  the  Governor 
to  appoint,  a  particular  individual  Senator  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Fairfield .'  He  can  interfere  in  the 
affairs  of  a  State,  even  of  a  county  or  township, 
when  it  suits  his  own  purposes  and  advances  his 
own  interests.  Pending  an  election  of  delegates 
to  a  county  convention,  he  can  send,  or  cause  to 
be  sent,  papers  marked  with  his  "  kind  respects," 
for  the  purpose  of  controlling  ftiat  convention,  and 
securing  the  election  of  delegates  favorable  to  him- 
self for  tlie  Presidency.  But  when  the  great  Re- 
publican party  of  Pennsylvania  call  upon  him  to 
stand  by  its  usages,  sustain  its  integrity  and  its 
character,  then  he  can  take  refuge  behind  his 
office;  then  he  has  even  a  squeamish  sense  of  the 
proprieties  of  his  position.  This  man  the  candi- 
date of  the  Republican  party  !  We  are  not  driven 
to  such  an  extremity.  He  may  carry  the  dele- 
gates from  Pennsylvania  in  the  national  conven- 
tion, but  they  will  be  of  no  service  in  securing  a 
nomination.  If  of  the  right  material,  they  might 
be  of  value  in  the  trading  and  trafficking  wliich  too 
frequently  characterizes  such  bodies.  He  num- 
bers in  the  ranks  of  his  supporters  many  of  the 
best  and  soundest  Republicans  of  that  State,  but 
there  is  scarcely  a  trading,  trafficking,  unprin- 
cipled politician  within  its  borders  who  is  not 
enlisted  under.his  banner. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  said  that  a  good 
many  would  like  to  know  to  whom  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  referred  by  name. 

Mr.  WILMOT.  I  have  no  doubt  bu^  that  every 
gentleman  present  knows  the  individual  to  whom 
I  have  reference.  But  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of 
speaking  in  the  dark.  1  refer  to  the  Secretary  of 
State;  and  I  verily  believe  that  one  if  not  the  main 
cause  for  these  assaults  upon  me  is  to  be  found  in 
my  opposition  to  him.  I  repeat,  no  one  who 
maintains  his  independence  and  his  manhood,  who 
refuses  to  enlist  as  a  partisan  in  his  cause,  can  ever 
find  favor,  much  less  friendship,  at  his  hands. 
Why  did  George  W.  Woodward's  head  fall  in  the 

Senate  Chamber.' 

Mr.  THOMPSOiNT,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr. 
BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania,  interposed  to  make 
explanations. 
Mr.  WILMOT  yielded  the  floor. 
Mr.  C.  BROWN  interposed  here  to  make  an 
explanation;  and  Mr.  W.  yielding  the  floor,  he 
asked  his  colleague  if  he  [Mr.  Wilmot]  was  not 
at  Harrisburg  immediately  previous  to  the  time 
Mr.  Woodward  was  first  named  as  a  candidate 
for  the  United  States  Senate,  and  if  he  did  not 
come  there  as  the  avowed  friend  of  Mr.  Wood- 
ward; but  when  there,  believing  there  wa.s  a 
chance  for  his  own  nomination,  turn  against  Mr. 


Woodward,  and  did  all  he  could  to  defeat  his 
nomination  .'  He  (Mr.  B.)  was  there  at  the  time, 
and  knew  that  his  [Mi-.  Wii, mot's]  particular  and 
bosom  friends  did  all  they  could  against  Mr. 
Woodward,  and  that  it  was  understood  he  himself 
did  the  same.  H.e  (Mr.  B.)  wrote  to  Mr.  Wood- 
ward at  the  time.  At  the  same  time  Mr.  B.  knew 
many  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  friends  were  then  the 
strong  supporters  of  Mr.  Woodward.  For  him- 
self, Mr.  B.  said,  he  was  not  the  partisan  friend 
of  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency,  or  of  any 
other  man;  but  he  thought  it  was  not  very  chival- 
rous, to  say  the  least,  to  get  up  on  a  question  of 
personal  privilege  to  assail  a  citizen  -of  his  own 
State,  when  there  was  no  chance  of  a  reply. 

[There  were  loud  cries  of  order.  Mr.  Brown, 
who  spoke  under  some  excitement,  was  frequently 
interrupted,  and  much  confusioa prevailed  through 
the  H^ouse.] 

The  SPEAKER  interposed,  and  remarked  that 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Brown] 
was  not  in  order. 
Mr.  BROWN  still  retained  possession  of  the  floor. 
The  SPEAKER.     The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania will  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  BROWN.     I  have  done,  sir. 
Mr.  WILMOT  then  resumed,  and  said  it  seem- 
ed his  remarks  had  roused  his  colleague. 

Mr.  BROWN.  Only  to  put  right  a  matter  of 
fact,  sir. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  desired  to 
say  a  word. 

Mr.  WILMOT  refused  to  yield  the  floor.  Pie 
said  he  desired  to  set  himself  right  in  relation  to 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Philadelphia, 
[Mr.  Brown.]  He  said  he  was  not  responsible  for 
the  action  of  others.  In  the  second  place,  he  was 
not  opposed  to  the  election  of  Mr.  Woodward. 
And,  thirdly,  he  had  no  idea  or  expectation  of 
being  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  from 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  none  at  all.  He  was 
in  favor  of  George  W.  Woodward.  When  Mr. 
Cameron  was  elected  he  was  not  in  Harrisburg, 
and  he  had  no  more  idea  of  being  elected  Senator 
than  any  other  gentleman  in  his  country. 

Some  conversation  here  took  place  between  Mr. 
BROWN  and  Mr.  WILMOT  in  an  under  tone. 
When  he  could  be  again  heard,  Mr.  Wilmot  was 
explaining  that  he  had  been  nominated  with  some 
hundred  others;  that  he  had  been  spoken  of  by 
some  friends;  but  that  he  had  not  five  friends  there, 
and  how,  then,  could  he  have  had  any  chance  of 
an  election.'  He  solemnly  declared  that  George 
W.  Woodward  was  his  first  choice.  As  to  the 
friend  alluded  to,  he  took  him  into  a  room  and  told 
him  that  his  declarations  respecting  Mr.  Wood- 
ward were  not  pleasing  to  him,  (Mr.  V/.) 

Mr.  BROWN  desired  the  gentleman  to  yield  the 
floor  that  he  might  explain. 

Mr.  V/ILMOT  refused  to  yield  the  floor;  the 
gentleman  had  consumed  too  much  of  his  time  be- 
fore. He  wished  distinctly  to  say  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Philadelphia  labored  under  a  wrong 
impression.  That  he  was  opposed  to  Mr.  Wood- 
ward was  not  true.  The  gentleman  from  Phila- 
delphia had  no  record  to  show  that  he  was.  Mr. 
Woodward  was  his  friend!  He  desired  to  see  Mr. 
Woodward  in  the  United  States  Senate  more  than 
any  other  man,  both  on  account  of  his  personal 
relations  with  him  and  his  eminent  talents.  And, 
in  relation  to  the  judgeship,  he  said  that  his  friends 
believed  that  Mr.  Woodwartl  had  been  struck 
down  with  the  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  State. 
[Mr.  Brown  made  some  observations  from  his 
seat.]  The  gentleman  said  it  was  not  a  fact;  but  he 
said  the  friends  of  Mr.  Yv^'oodward  believed  it.  If 
it  were  not  so  he  wished  to  do  no  injustice;  but 
Mr.  Woodward's  friends  so  believed.  If  it  were 
not  so  they  were  wrong,  and  not  he  who  reported 
what  they  believed.  He  (Mr.  W.)  could  not 
prove  it  on  the  Secretary  of  State,  as  fitcts  were 
proved  in  courts  of  justice  ;  but  he  again  declared 
that  Mr.  Woodward's  friends  so  believed;  and 
this  he  knew,  that  Mr.  Buchanan  did  not  come 
out  and  vindicate  the  party.  That  he  did  know. 
It  might  be  asked  what  all  this  had  to  do  with  a 
personal  explanation.'  To  which  he  would  reply, 
that  he  was  showing  his  constituents  why  he  was 
assailed  here  and  in  Philadelphia.  It  was  not 
because  he  had  betrayed  the  cause  of  labor  or  the 
interest.^  of  the  people;  it  was  because  he  would 
not  submit  to  walk  the  plank  Mr.  Ritchie  had 
laid  down,  or  attached  himself  to  the  car  of  a  par- 
ticular aspirant  to  the  Presidency.     That  was  the 


reason.  But  why  should  he  be  so  assailed?  Pie 
appealed  to  his  whole  conduct  to  show  that  he 
advocated  the  general  principles  of  the  party.  Fie 
had  supported  all  the  great  questions  by  acting 
uniformly  with  the  Adrninistration.  He  had  sus- 
tained all  the  great  party  measures  with  no  more 
difference  on  other  points  than  had  characterized 
some  other  gentlemen.  But  because  he  differed 
a.s  to  the  way  to  raise  money  to  carry  on  the  war; 
because  he  was  opposed  to  taxing  labor  by  the 
imposition  of  a  duty  on  tea  and  coffee,  desiring 
rather  to  tax  jewelry  and  other  property,  he  was 
to  be  driven  out  of  the  party.  That  was  the  rea- 
son, that  was  the  pretence  for  it.  As  well  might 
some  Western  members  be  accused  of  deserting 
the  Administration  because  they  had  not  agreed 
with  the  Admmistration  on  every  point.  He  was 
with  the  Administration  on  the  questions  of  war 
and  the  acquisition  of  territory;  but  because  he 
desired  it  to  be  free  territory,  was  that  a  reason 
why  he  should  be  denounced.'  When  had  it  be- 
come a  doctrine  of  the  Democratic  party  that  they 
must  be  in  favor  of  extending  slavery  over  free 
soil.'  He  had  not  abandoned  the  cause  intrusted 
to  him;  he  had  not  been  unfaithful  to  the  cause  of 
the  laboring  man;  but  he  was  not  willing  to  stand 
on  the  platform  that  Mr.  Ritchie  might  lay  down  in 
all  things;  and,  further,  he  chose  to  act  on  his  own 
preferences  for  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency. 

Here  the  SPEAKER  announced  the  expirati(jn 
of  the  gentleman's  hour. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  then  desired  to  make  a  brief 
explanation. 

Mr.  ROOT  objected. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  if  the  gentleman 
persisted  in  his  objection,  he  should  move  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules. 

Mr.  ROOT  still  objected,  observing  that  the  ex- 
planation could  be  reserved  for  another  day. 

Mr.  TFIOMPSON  desired  to  make  an  explana- 
tion now,  if  his  colleague  did  not. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  did,  too. 
•  Mr.  BOTTS  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to 
give  the  gentlemen  from   Pennsylvania  an  opjDor- 
tunity  to  be  heard;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  rose 
and  said  that  the  few  remarks  he  should  submit 
would  be  offered  more  under  feelings  of  regret  than 
in  a  sfiirit  of  anger  towards  his  colleague.  He 
must  say,  however,  in  the  outset,  that  he  was 
much  indebted  to  the  House  for  its  indulgence  in 
giving  him  an  opportunity  now  to  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  who  liad  just  addressed 
them.  It  seemed  to  him  that  it  nearly  always 
happened  in  every  community  that  some  spirit  of 
malignity  superinduced  some  persons,  if  they  could 
not  rise  to  the  eminence  others  occupied,  to  en- 
deavor to  pull  such  persons  down  to  the  level  of 
themselves.  No  man  perhaps  in  this  Union  stood 
higher  than  James  Buchanan,  and  it  would  be  well 
for  his  colleague  if,  when  he  shall  have  arrived  at 
Mr.  Buchanan's  age,  he  shall  have  earned  for  him- 
self such  a  reputation  for  honor  and  talent  as  the 
Secretary  of  State.  His  colleague  had  remarked 
that  Mr.  Buchanan  v.-as  the  reviler  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son, and  an  opposer  of  the  war  of  1812.  An  op- 
poser  of  the  war !  And  where  was  his  colleague 
at  that  time.'  In  his  cradle,  and  yet  he  presumed 
to  assail  Mr.  Buchanan,  who,  if  inquired  for, 
would  be  found  to  be  a  volunteer  in  the  army  at 
that  time.  Mr.  Buchanan  an  opposer  of  the  last 
war!  Seek  for  him  and  he  would  be  found  in  the 
lines  at  Baltimore.  He  an  opposer  of  the  last  war  ! 
Why,  he  was  its  ardent  supporter  both  in  the  Le- 
gislature and  on  the  stump.  He  had  been  assail- 
ed respecting  some  old  speech  attributed  to  him — 
that  old  speech  had  been  a  standing  slander — but 
Mr.  Buchanan  made  no  other  speech  than  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  war.  The  version  given  of  Mr. 
Buchanan's  speech  was  untrue. 

But,  further,  his  colleague  had  alluded  to  affairs 
at  home,  in  regard  to  the  nomination  of  a  Mr. 
Woodward.  Now,  he  had  lived  as  long  in  Penn- 
sylvania as  his  friend — he  would  call  him  so  still, 
though  he  had  forfeited  all  claims  to  the  title  by 
his  attack  on  one  of  their  most  prominent  citizens 
— and  he  never  heard  of  the  appearance  of  Mr. 
Buchanan  at  that  election  between  Mr.  Woodward 
and  Mr.  Cameron. 

Mr.  WILMOT  made  some  observation^  in  his 
seat  which  was  not  audible  at  the  reporter's  desk. 
Mr.  THOMPSON  would  ask  what  Mr.  Buchan- 
an could  have  done  to  "  stand  by  his  party,"  as 
the  gentleman  desired  he  should  have  done.     The 
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election  was  mnde;  was  it  for  Mr.  Buchanan  to 
come  out  and  denounce  it?  Wlint  could  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan have  done?  Was  any  call  made  on  him? 
He  asserted  that  there  never  was  a  c;\ll  made  on 
Mr.  Buchanan  to  denounce  the  election  of  General 
Cameron.  General  Cameron  professed  to  be  a 
Democrat;  he  voted  with  Democrats;  and  he  was  a 
Democrat;  and  in  his  election  Mr.  Buchanan  acqui- 
esced, as  he  (Mr.  Tiiompsox)  and  others  had  done. 
Air.  WILMOT  rose  and  said  the  gentleman  was 
misinformed.  A  call  had  been  made  upon  Mr. 
Buchanan,  to  come  out  in  condemnation  of  the 
manner  of  Mr.  Cameron's  election. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  interposed  to  .stop  the  re- 
marks of  his  colleague,  who  had  had  his  hour, 
and  had  occupied  it  quite  satisfactorily  to  himself, 
doubtless,  if  to  the  satisfaction  of  nobody  else. 
He  had  never  heard  of  Mr.  Buchanan  refusin£; 
permission  to  pubhsh  any  coi-rcsporulence.  He 
iiad  heard  that  Mr.  Buchanan  addressed  an  open, 
fair,  and  above-board  letter  to  a  committee. 

But  he  would  proceed.  It  was  unjust  to  rake 
up  old  cliarges  ai;ainst  Mr.  Buchanan,  unless  they 
were  well  founded,  which  some  of  those  made  by 
his  colleague  he  knew  were  liot.  His  colleague 
might  have  believed  tliem  to  be  well  founded. 
There  was,  however,  sometimes  a  resoi't  to  imagin- 
ation when  facts  did  not  exist.  He  would  here 
say  that  there  never  was  a  man  in  the  State  of 
Peiiiisylvania  more  jiopular  than  James  Buchanan. 
His  popularity  was  spontaneously  bestowed  by 
the  people,  on  account  of  his  purity  of  character 
and  great  ability.  This  was  exhibited  in  their  pri- 
mary meetings,  as  in  their  county  and  city  con- 
ventions; and  at  the  convention  of  the  4th  March, 
Mr.  Buchanan  would  have  one  hundred  votes  out 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  delegates.  Yes, 
and  the  Democratic  party  in  his  colleague's  Con- 
gressional district  would  vote  for  Mr.  Buchanan. 
He  would  undertake  to  say,  that,  notwithstanding 
all  the  efforts  that  might  be  made  in  the  Su.sque- 
hanna  Congressional  district,  instructions  would 
not  be  obtained  against  him;  whereas,  at  a  large 
meeting  held  in  one  county,  the  course  pursued  by 
his  colleague  had  been  condemned,  if  not  in  others 
also.  The  people  esteemed  Mr.  Buchanan  more 
highly  than  any  man  :  and  with  a  view  to  give  the 
world  a  fair  opportunity  to  judge  on  this  subject, 
he  would  here  state  that  this  was  noi  the  first  time 
his  colleague  had  stood  alone,  not  one  member  of 
the  Pennsylvania  delegation  occupying  the  posi- 
tion with  him.  He  dilTered  from  his  colleagues 
on  the  Oregon  question,  and  on  the  tarifTalso.  He 
difiered  on  other  questions  likewise,  and  the  De- 
mocracy denounced  him.  Let  him  go  home.  Itwas 
Rometimes  much  safer  and  much  pleasanter  to  sit 
here  than  to  go  home.  jNo  man  was  more  popular 
with  his  colleague's  constituents  than  Mr.  Buchan- 
an. The  people  have  spoken,  and  nothing  would 
tempt  them  to  detract  from  his  character  and  stand- 
ing. He  should  have  allowed  his  colleague  to 
have  taken  his  seat  without  observation,  if  his 
opposition  to  Mr.  Buchanan  had  been  of  a  differ- 
ent character;  but  when  his  colleague's  opposition 
was  personal,  when  the  bitterness  which  liad  been 

exhibited  arose  alone  from  selfish  feelings _ 

[Loud  cries  of  "order."] 

The  SPEAKER  called  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  order. 

Mr.  WILMOT.  Oh  !  I  have  no  objection  to  it. 
Mr.  CHARLES  J.  INGERSOLL  rose  to  a 
question  of  order.  He  had  this  day  heard  the 
Chair  say,  that  it  was  out  of  order  to  say  that  a 
man  had  forfeited  respect;  now,  he  never  heard 
of  a  rule  which  made  that  contrary  to  order. 
[Laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER  reiterated  his  decision,  ihat  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Thompson] 
was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.  In  what  respect?  I 
shall  have  to  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
on  that jioint. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  resumed,  and  said  he  did  not 
desire  to  violate  the  rules  or  deviate  from  the 
courtesies  of  the  House.  He  wished  the  House, 
however,  to  know  that  all  these  diversities  of 
opinion  were  on  personal  grounds — entirely  per- 
sonal; and  he  cared  not  longer  to  speak  of  a  man 
who  acted  under  the  impulse  of  personal  fecling.s. 
This  House  well  knew  how  improper  it  wasto 
speak  of  a  gentleman  unrler  the  influence  of  such 
feelings,  and  to  the  intelligence  of  the  House  he 
should  leave  it.  Wliut  personal  feelings  could 
prompt  Mr.  Buchanan  to  superinduce  Mr.  Ritchie 


to  write  such  an  article  as  that  which  had  been 
read  ? 

Mr.  WILMOT  entered  into  a  conversation  from 
his  seat. 

The  SPEAKER  called  him  to  order. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  would  take  the  ex- 
planation of  his  colleague.     It  was  because  such 
an  article  appeared,  not  only  here  but  elsewhere. 
It  was  because  such  articles  were  multitudinous. 
Why,  similar  articles  might  appear  in  fifty  differ- 
ent papers  through  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  and 
would   it  follow  that  they  were  written  by  Mr. 
Buchanan,  or  instigated  by  him?     Was  it  neces- 
sary  that   Mr.    Buchanan    should     instigate   any 
person  to  write  such   productions   to   induce   the  ; 
Democracy  to    speak  their  sentiments  respecting  i 
his  colleague?   Mr.  Buchanan  warred  not  with  his  j 
colleague.      He   desired    it   not.      He   never   had  1 
warred  with  him;  and  he  (Mr.  T.)  would  promise 
his  colleague  that  he  never  would. 

Mr.  WILMOT  was  understood"  to  ask  Mr. 
Thompson  if  he  had  not  franked  something  to  his 
(Mr.  W.'s)  district? 

Mr.  THOMPSON  replied  that  he  might  have 
franked  documents  to  go  there,  but  he  knew  not  if 
he  had.  He  had,  at  the  request  of  a  gentleman, 
franked  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  in  Pliiladel- 
phia  for  transmission  to  the  people,  but  he  was  not 
awai'e  that  Mr.  Buchanan  knew  it.  He  never  told 
Mr.  Buchanan  of  it:  and  cogent  evidence  it  v/ould 
have  been,  if  he  had,  of  a  lofty  conspiracy  to 
interfere  with  the  standing  of  his  colleague  in  his 
own  district !  The  idea  was  monstrous.  He 
never  could  bear  to  turn  back  and  traduce  any- 
body, especially  a  man  from  his  own  State — a 
man  of  such  preeminence  of  character  and  stand- 
ing as  the  Secretary  of  State — a  man  identified 
with  Democracy  and  with  the  old  hero.  General 
Jackson.  But  he  had  risen  with  no  intention  to 
speak  in  this  disjointed  manner,  nor  was  it  neces- 
sary. Mr.  Buchanan  was  a  man  whose  character 
was  written  in  the  diplomacy  of  the  country  in  a 
manner  never  to  be  obliterated  .  It  might  not  liave 
been  necessary  that  he  should  say  this.  He 
should  not  have  risen  at  all  if  his  colleague  had 
made  his  speech  in  Pennsylvania.  But  it  was 
made  here,  among  strangers  to  Mr.  Buchanan, 
many  of  the  members  being  here  for  the  first  time. 
Those  to  whom  Mr.  Buchanan  was  more  inti- 
mately known — the  electors  of  his  own  State — had 
instructed  their  delegates  to  their  convention  to  put 
foilh  Mr.  Buchanan,  and  to  insist  upon  his  nomi- 
nation as  the  Democratic  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency. There  were,  he  believed,  from  eighty  to 
ninety  already  appointed. 

He  tlianked  the  House  for  its  indulgence.  He 
had  nothing  further  to  add. 

THANKS  TO  ALBEHT  GALLATIN. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  and 
moved  the  adoption  of  certain  resolutions,  which, 
he  said,  were  exjiressive  of  his  views  on  the  sub- 
ject to  which  they  referred.  He  desired  the  Clerk 
to  read  them  for  information. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  objected. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
had  the  right  to  describe  his  resolutions  in  his 
place. 

Mr.  GI DDINGS  read  his  resolutions,  as  follows: 

Whereas  the  honor  and  true  f^lory  of  ;ill  rcpnhhcaii  gov- 
ernments consist  in  prnigotinf;  tlie  happiness  nf  tlieir  ])fiO- 
ple,  by  eneoura<!iiig  edncation,  liiflusimj  iMtelligence,  and 
extending  the  arts  and  sciences  aiiionf;  tlicni  : 

And  whereas  it  was  eniineiitlj'  the  intention  nf  the  great 
founders  of  onr  institutions  ihai  we  slmiild  e.xhihit  to  tiie 
world  an  elevated  ex.iniph'  of  rlie  capahilify  of  man  for  self- 
government,  lcavin<r  the  people  of  orhei-  nations  to  the  en- 
joyment of  those  ri>;hts  whici)  we  claim  for  ourselves,  vmin- 
fluenced  except  hy  our  example  for  justice,  magnanimity, 
intelligence,  and  moral  purity: 

And  whereas  these  objects  arc  irreconcilably  opposed  to 
foreign  vi/ars,  by  which  tlie  spirit  of  conquest  is  Cngendered, 
a  love  of  militiiry  fame  is  excited,  in  v\  hieh  the  peaceful  av- 
ocations and  moral  restraint  of  civil  life  arc  forgotten  amid 
the  carnage,  strife,  and  bloodshed  of  the  battle-field,  on 
\vhicli  the  lives  of  thousands  of  oio'  fellow-men  are  sneri- 
ficed,  and  by  which  lamentation,  anguish,  and  wo  are  car- 
ried to  the  bosoms  of  innumerable  surviving  friends  and 
relatives: 

And  whereas,  in  our  present  war  with  Mexico,  nmro  than 
twenty  thousand  American  citizens  have  fallen  victims  to 
the  spirit  of  military  ambition,  and  distress  and  mourning 
arc  brongFTl  upon  our  own  country  as  well  us  upon  Mexico, 
and'a  national  debt  has  been  incurred,  and  must  rest  upon 
tliosr  who  ^uccel■d  us  :  Now.  therefore, 

licotvcil  li>i  the  Scniile  rind  House  of  Repreneiiliitivex  of  the 
Tfriili;!  SInfci  oJ\.1mcriciiin  Consrcss  asscmhlei!.  That  we  re- 
ganl  uilh  satisfaetion  and  profound  respect  liic  labors  of 
those  pliilanlliropists  and  pjifriots vvhoare  engagf  (I  in  calling 
the  attention  of  the  people  of  these  States  to  a  juiit  ottimate 


of  the  blessings  of  peace,  and  to  a  proper  appreciation  of  the 
evils  of  war. 

Resolved,  further.  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  and  the 
gratitude  ofthe  people  of  the  United  States  are  justly  due 
to  the  Hon.  ,\lbert  Gallatin  for  his  distingnished  efforts  in  the 
cause  of  truth  and  humanity,  touching  the  war  in  which  we 
are  engaged. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  subsequently  modified  his  res- 
olution, by  substituting  the  words  "  many  thou- 
sands" in  lieu  of  the  words  "more  than  twenty 
thousand." 

Mr.  G.  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  to  introduce  them. 

Objections  v/ere  made. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  then  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  for  their  introduction. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolutions 
were  then  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  MURPHY  moved  an  adjournment;  which 
was  negatived. 

The  question  having  been  put  on  the  second 
reading — 

Mr.^C.  J.  INGERSOLL  desired  to  offer  an 
amendment,  striking  out  a  portion  of  the  resolu- 
tion; but 

The  SPEAKER  decided  it  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  incjuired  if  it  was  not  on  the 
same  subject — the  Mexican  war.     [Laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER  said  there  was  no  analogy  be- 
tween the  gentleman's  amendment  and  a  resolutiors 
of  thanks. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question 
was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  W.  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  main 
question. 

Mr.  DUNN  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered,  and  resulted  thus: 
Yeas  132,  nays  45.  So  the  joint  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  liOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which,  on  the  motion  ofthe  gen- 
tleman   from    Georgia,   [Mr.    Stephens,]  certain 
correspondence   with    General   Taylor  had    been 
called  for.     His  object  was  to  offer  a  resolution  as 
an  amendment,  whicli  he  desired  to  be  read. 
[       It  was  read  accordingly,  as  follows: 
j      Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
j  quested  to  furnish  to  this  House  copies  of  all  correspond- 
]  ence  between  the   Secretary  of  War  and   Major  General 
I  Scott,  and  between  the  Secretary  of  War  imd  Major  Gen- 
!  eral  Taylor,  and  between  Major"  General  Scott  and  N.  P. 
I  Trist,  late  Commissioner  of  the  United  States  to   Mexico; 
and  between  the  latter  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  which 
has  not  heretofore  been  published,  and  the  publication  of 
which  may  not  he  incompatible  with  the  public  interest. 

I      Mr.  H.,  after  consideration,  offered  his  amend- 
j  ment  as  a  resolution.     He  said  he  was  willing  to 
j  call  upon  the  War  Department  of  this  Government 
I  for  all  the  correspondence  had  with   all  our  gen- 
erals; and  if  this  resolution  were  adopted  he  should 
have  no  desire  to  reconsider  the  resolution  adopted 
this  morning. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and 
The  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  etc. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
feri-ed  under  the  rule: 

J}y  Mr.  MORSE  :  The  petition  of  J.  Gibbs  and  71  others, 
praying  for  tli^  establishment  of  a  post  route  from  Mount 
Lebanon  to  Alexandria,  Louisiana. 

By  Mr.  BUTLER:  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Columbia 
county,  Pennsylvania,  asking  for  the  passage  of  a  law  caus- 
ing the  present  mail  route  from  Poltsville  to  Cattawissa,  to 
start  from  Potisvillc  iuid  end  at  Towanda,  Rradford  county  ; 
and  ;Uso  praying  that  said  mail  be  cairied  daily  (except Sun- 
day) direct  from  Pottsville  to  Blnomsliurg,  and  continued 
thence  to  Towanda,  via  Orangrville,  three  times  a  week, 
and  ilirce  tinics  a  week  from  Bloomsburg,  via  Jerseytown 
and  White  Hall,  to  Muncy.  Also,  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  an  immediate 
and  proportionate  reduction  of  postage  on  all  newspapers 
not  containing  more  ihan  five  hundred  square  inches.  yVlso, 
the  petition  of  citizens  of  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania, 
asking  that  the  existing  laws  may  be  so  altered  as  to  allow 
newspapers  to  be  transmitted  through  the  mail  fr<'e  of  post- 
age in  the  counties  in  which  they  are  printed,  and  any  dis- 
tance within  thirty  miles  from  "the  ofiice  of  publication  ; 
also,  that  the  provision  of  the  act  of  Congress  passed  3d 
of  March,  1817,  authorizing  a  charge  of  three  cents  post- 
age on  all  papers  not  sent  by  the  publishers  may  be  re- 
pealed. 

By  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York  :  The  remonstrance  of 
Sainncl  Whiterow,  sen.,  against  the  bill  further  to  extend 
the  patent  of  .lelhro  Wood.  Also,  Uie  memorial  of  W.  F. 
Holmes  and  IP6  oihers,  praying  that  the  principles  of  the 
laws  of  drawback  and  warehoMsing  im\y  be  so  extended  as 
to  allow  the  intriidnclioii  oC  Ciniiiilian  wheat  into  the  fron- 
tier lake  and  river  ports,  for  nianolhelure  into  tiour,  in  the 
United  States,  under  bond,  and  that  upon  the  actual  export- 
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ation  of  the  said  flour,  tlie  said  bonds  may  be  cancelled 
under  sucb  regulations  as  Congress  may  prescribe. 

Cy  Mr.  TWEEDY:  'J'he  petition  of  Henry  D.  Fluff  and 
sl.xty-four  otliers,  citizens  of  VV'i.-consin  and  Illiinii.s,  pray- 
ing lor  tlie  establislinient  of  a  jiost  route  from  Scmthport, 
Wiscon.sin,  to  Eiohnioiui,  Illinois,  via  Pleasant  i'rairie, 
Knoxon's  Corner,  Libertv,  and  English  Prairie. 

By  iVIr.  T.  BUTLiiS.  KING  :  The  petition  of  the  pilots 
and  others  of  the  town  of  St.  Mary'.<,  Georgia,  aslting  that 
the  light-lionse  on  Amelia  Island  may  be  removed  to  a  inore 
eligible  position. 

By  Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  petition  of 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  ibr  the  passage  of  a  law 
providing  for  the  free  di.-^trilmtion  of  thepuWie  lands  among 
Ihe  non  landholders  of  the  Uiiited  States. 

By  Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan  :  The  petition  from  the  in- 
liabitants  of  Eaton  and  Ingham  counties,  for  a  mail  route 
from  Mar.-^hall,  Michigan,  to  tiie  capital  of  the  State,  via 
Eaton  Rapid-;. 

By  Mr.  VVM.  THOMPSON,  of  Iowa:  Sundry  peti  inns 
from  various  parts  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  in  addition  to  for- 
mer petitions  of  the  same  purport,  praying  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  post  route  from  Alexainlria,  Missouri,  viaBloom- 
tield,  Prirtcefon,  Knoxville,  and  other  intermediate  points, 
to  Fort  Des  Moines,  in  the  State  of  Iowa. 

By  Mr.  ROIJERT  SMITH  :  The  petition  of  JesseGordon. 
a  revolutionary  soldier,  in  the  ninety-third  year  of  his  age, 
praying  an  inere;ise  of  pension. 

By  Mr.  CROWELL:  The  petition  of  Billings  ().  Plimp- 
ton, Russel  Bordon,  and  others,  citizens  of  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  praying  the  reiluction  of  postage  one-half  on  all  papers 
containing  not  more  tiian  five  hundred.square  inches.  Also, 
the  petition  of  Hiiam  Giddings,  and  others,  citizens  of 
Portage  county,  Ohio,  praying  the  reduction  of  postage  one- 
Sialf  on  all  papers  containing  not  more  than  live  humlred 
.square  inches. 

By  Mr.  WENTVVORTH :  A  petition  for  a  mail  route  from 
Littlefort,  via  Wentwortli,  Angola,  Antioch,  Enslish  Prairie. 
Blivin's  Mills,  Solon,  Richmond,  Alden,  Bigfi)ot  Prairie, 
(Wisconsin,)  Burton's  Corners,  (fllinois,)  Wilmot  and 
Manley's  Prairie,  to  Beloit,  in  Wisconsin.  Also,  the  peti- 
tion of  Charles  Gardner,  for  a  grant  of  land  to  improve  the 
navigation  of  the  Iroq-iiois  and  Kirnkakee  rivers. 

ByMr.SMlTlI, of  Illinois:  The  petition  ofjohn  Springer, 
nnd  a  large  number  of  other  citizens  of  Madison  county, 
Illinois,  praying  a  reduction  of  postage  on  juvenile  news- 
papers of  small  dimensions.  Also,  the  petition  of  T.  Harri- 
son, and  111  other  citizens  of  St.  Clair  county,  flliiiois,  for 
the  same  object.  Also,  the  petition  of  John  Hamilton,  of 
Alton,  Illinois,  praying  remuneration  for  moneys  paid  by 
him  for  the  United  States  Government  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain. 

By  Mr,  HOLMES,  of  New  York  :  The  petition  of  Epli- 
raim  Finch  and  others, in  behalf  of  Thomas  Uuer,fnr  money 
expended  while  in  ihe  service  of  the  United  States  during 
the  last  war  with  Great  Britain. 

By  Mr.  LUMPKIN  :  The  petition  of  Ln wry  Williams,  an 
Indian  countryman,  and  entitled  to  all  the  privih-ges  of  a 
Cherokee  Indian  under  the  provisions  of  a  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  con- 
cluded in  1835,  praying  that  Congress  may  provide  for  the 
payment  of  one-half  of  the  value  of  his  improvement,  as  as- 
sessed by  the  valuing  agents  appointed  in  accordance  with 
the  provisions  of  said  treaty,  and  which  have  been  withheld 
from  him  illegally. 

By  Mr.  FREEDLEY:  The  resolutions  and  proceedings 
■of  a  public  meeting  held  in  the  fifth  Congressional  district  of 
Pennsylvania,  relative  to  the  war  with  Slexico. 

By  Mr.  DICKEY:  The  petition  ofS.  T.  Trimble  and  109 
other  citizens  of  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for 
an  alteration  in  the  rates  of  postage  novvestabhshed  bylaw. 
Also, the  petition  of  Talbot  Tovvnsend  and  131)  other  citizens 
of  Beaver  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  public 
lands  shall  be  laid  out  in  farms  and  small  lots  for  the  free  use 
of  such  citizens  (not  |)Ossessed  of  other  lands)  as  will  oc- 
cupy them,  allowing  the  settler  the  right  to  dispose  of  his 
possessions  to  anyone  not  possessed  of  other  land.  Also, 
the  petition  of  William  J.  Alexander  and  100  other  citizens 
of  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  rates  of  postage,  and  also  for  a  reduction  of  post- 
age in  favor  of  juvenile  nCTvspapers. 

By  Mr.  TURiVER:  The  petition  of  John  Dexter  and  172 
others,  praying  for  a  mail  route  from  Peru,  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  to  Lee,  Centre,  and  Daysville.  Also,  the  petition  of 
John  Rose  and  89  others,  praying  for  a  mail  route  from  La 
Salle,  in  the  State  of -Illinois,  to  Rockford,  in  the  same 
Slate.  Also,  the  petition  and  memorial  of  citizens  of  the 
Slate  of  Illinois,  praying  for  an  act  to  grant  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  the  Great  Western  railroad,  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, to  the  public  lands  through  which  said  railroad  may 
pass. 

By  Mr.  INGE :  The  petition  of  32  ciUzens  of  Fayette 
county,  in  the  Slate  of  Alabama,  praying  an  increase  of  the 
revolutionary  pension  of  David  Black. 

By  Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware :  A  memorial,  signed 
by  numerous  citizens  in  various  ports  of  the  United  States, 
praying  for  an  appropriation  for  the  construction  of  an  ice 
harbor  at  Delaware  city,  on  the  Delaware  river. 

By  Mr.  BOWLIN:  The  petition  of  Henry  D.  Evans  and 
48t>  other  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  a  grant  to  the  State 
of  Missouri  ot  each  alternate  section  of  land  held  by  the 
United  States  for  five  miles  on  each  side  of  a  proposed  rail- 
road from  the  city  of  Lexington,  via  St.  Louis,  to  Oliiocity 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river;  the  said  laud,  or  the  pro- 
ceeds thereof,  to  be  applied  in  aid  of  the  construction  of 
said  road,  and  not  olherwi:ie ;  and  where  said  lands  have 
been  purchased  or  preoccupied  by  settlers  on  preemption 
rights,  that  the  State  be  permitted  to  select  an  equivalent 
quantity  from  contiguous  lands  along  said  road.  Also  the 
petition  of  Hiram  Pearson  and  87  otherai,  praying  Congress 
to  provide  for  draining  the  swamp  or  submerged  lands  in 
southeastern  Mi-ssouri.  Also,  the  petilion  of  M.  Underwood 
nnd  .56  others,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  post  route 
from  Fredericktown,  in  Madison  county,  Missouri,  to 
Lound's  post  olfice,  Wayne  county,  same  State,  via  Devatt 
Bollinger's. 

By  Mr.  EDWARDS:  The  memorial  and  p.iper.^  of  the 
lieiraof  Lsrael  Cryder,  for  claims  against  the  United  States 
for  provisions  purchased  for  the  army  during  the  Revolution. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  February  7, 1848. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tempore  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  accom- 
panied by  a  map  of  the  examination  of  Nevv^ 
Mexico  made  by  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Abert;  which 
was  read . 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CASS,  it  was  ordered  to  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  a  memorial  of  ministers 
and  laymen  of  the  Unitarian  denomination  of 
Christians,  praying  the  adoption  of  measures  for 
the  reestabiishment  of  peace  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico;  which  was 
referred  to  the    Commitlee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  the  petition  of  Obed 
Flussey,  praying  an  extension  of  his  patent  for  a 
reaping  machine;  svhich  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam V/.  Wynn,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  right 
of  preemption  to  certain  lands  in  the  State  of 
Arkansas;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  TURNEY  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolre<f,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  inquire  into  the  expidiency  of  establishing  a  post 
route  fiom  Athens  to  Kingston,  Tennessee. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  considered  by 
unanimous  consent  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  instructed  tore- 
port  to  the  Senate  the  causes  of  the  rep"ated  recent  failures  of 
the  mail  to  and  from  New  Orleans ;  and  what  legislation,  if 
any,  is  necessary  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  failures,  as 
well  as  to  prevent  the  losses  sustained  by  the  public  incon- 
sequence of  the  conveyance  of  intelligence  in  advance  of 
the  United  States  mail,  by  the  express  mail  established  by 
individuals. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  if  in  the  possession 
of  the  Department  of  State,  a  copy  of  the  instructions  of  the 
ministerial  council  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico  to  the  com- 
missioners appointed  to  negotiate  with  Mr.  Trist,  dated  at 
Mexico  on  or  about  the  2-lth  day  of  August,  1847  ;  together 
with  the  proposals  or  project,  if  any,  submitted  by  the  Mex- 
ican commissioners  as  the  basis  of  a  treaty,  prior  to  the 
counter-project  submitted  by  them  on  the  6tli  of  September, 
1847,  and  already  communicated  to  the  Senate;  and  also 
the  proceedings,  if  any,  wliicii  were  h;id  in  relation  to  said 
propos.ils  first  suhmilted  ;  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  commu- 
nicated consistently  with  the  public  interest. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  grant  to 
the  State  of  Illinois  a  right  of  way  through  the 
public  lands,  and  for  other  purposes,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS,  from  the  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  establish 
the  territorial  government  of  Oregon,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  BELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Betsey 
Mcintosh;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
times  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  said  resolu- 
tion, as  in  Coinmitteeof  the  Whole;  and  no  amend- 
ment being  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate, 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  a  third  time,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE   HOUSE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  Cami-bell,  their  Clerk, 
announcing  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
have  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Culver; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Robinson; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabetit  Clapper,  of 
Muskingum  county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Harriet  Barney; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  .John  Anderson; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  C.  Doxey  ; 
,    An  act  for  the  relief  of  S.  Morris  Wain; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Amelia  Brereton  ; 

An  act  for  t|je  relief  of  the  legal  heirs  of  John 
Snyder,  deceased  ; 


An  act  for  the  relief  of  Barclay  &  Livingston, 
and  Smith,  Thurgar,  &  Co.  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Amzy  Judd  ; 

An  act  for  tlie  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Matthew- 
Stewart  ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  and  Lindley 
Ward  ;  ' 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Anne  W.  Angus^ 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Mays  ; 

An  act  for  the  lelief  of  James  H.  Conley; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Young; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Silas  Waterman. 
In   which  they  request  the   concurrence   of    the 
Senate. 

The  said  bills  were  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  i-eferred  as  follows: 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  William  Culver;  of 
Daniel  Puobinson;  of  .John  Anderson;  of  Joseph  C. 
Doxey;  of  S.  Morris  Wain;  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of  Amelia  Brereton;  of  the  legal  heirs  of 
John  Snyder,  deceased;  and  of  the  heirs  of  Mat- 
thew Stewart;  were  referred  to  the  Cotnmittee  of 
Claims. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Clapper;  of 
Harriet  Barney;  of  Je.sse  Young;  and  of  Silaa 
Waterman;  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Anne  W.  An- 
gus; of  Elizabeth  Mays;  and  of  James  H.  Con- 
ley;  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Navai 
Affairs.  , 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Barclay  &  Livingston, 
Smith,  Thurgar  &  Co.,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amzy  Judd  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  and  Lindley 
Ward  was  referred  to  the  Coinmittee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

PROMOTION  OF  CADETS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
resolution,  submitted  by  Mr.  Benton  on  the  2d 
instant,  and  it  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Presid  nt  be  requested  to  cause  the 
Senate  to  be  informed  of  the  order  or  law  by  virtue  of 
which  the  following  words  in  relation  to  the  promotion  of 
cadets  have  been  inserted  in  the  Army  Register  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  page  45.  for  the  year  1847: 

"  Cadets  acting  as  supernumerary  officers  in  the  army,  in 
virtue  of  their  brevets,  will  be  successively  jiromoted  to 
vacancies  of  the  lowest  grade  which  may  first  happen  in  the 
particular  arm  to  which  they  may  have  been  attached, 
according  to  the  order  of  rank  established  at  the  Military 
Academy." 

MAP  OF  MEXICO. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
resolution,  submitted  b}^  Mr.  Rusk  on  the  4th  in- 
stant: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  required  to 

procure hundred  copies  of  the  map  of  Mexico,  five 

thousand  copies  of  the  map  of  the  Valley  of  Mexico  nnd  of 
the  seat  of  war,  published  by  J,  Disturnell,  of  New  York, 
not  to  exceed  in  cost  one  dollar  each  for  the  map  of  Mexico, 
and  ten  cents  for  the  others. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RUSK,  it  was  ordered  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  bills  were  then  severally  consid- 
ered in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and  were  subse- 
quently read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent 
and  passed: 

A  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Wal- 
ter Loomis  and  Abel  Gay,  approved  July  2,  1836. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Bolon. 

A  bill  confirming  former  sales,  by  the  State  of 
Illinois,  of  the  Ohio  Saline  Reservations,  and  au- 
thorizing the  sale  of  the  residue  of  such  reserva- 
tions. 

HALF-PAY  TO  WIDOWS  AND  ORPHANS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
amending  the  act  entitled  "An  act  granting  half- 
pay  to  vv'idows  or  orphans  where  their  husbands 
and  fathers  have  died  of  wounds  received  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,  in  cases  of 
deceased  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  militia  and 
volunteers,"  passed  July  4,  1836. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time_ — 

Mr.  NILES  offered  the  following  amendment, 
which  was  agreed  to  : 

.\dd  to  the  end  of  the  bill,  "  who  were  in  the  army  of  the 
United  Slates  on  the  first  day  of  March,  1840,  or  .it  any  siib- 
secpient  p-rind  during  the  present  war  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico." 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  tuid 
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■was  subsequently  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  as 

follows: 

<•  Be  it  enacted,  Sec,  Tliat  the  jMOvisions  ol'  the  first  sec- 
tion ol"  the  act  entiticci  '  An  act  praiiting  h!ilf-pay  to  widows 
or  orpiians,  where  their  husbands  and  fathers  liavc  died  of 
wounds  rec'.'ived  in  the  mihtary  service  of  tiie  United  States, 
in  certain  cases,  anil  for  otiier  purposes,"  approved  July 
fourtli,  eighteen  liundrcd  and  thirty-six,  shall  he  applicable 
to  all  widows  and  orpiians  of  officers,  non-oomuiissioned 
officers,  musicians,  and  soldiers  of  the  nrniy  of  the  United 
S?tates,  who  were  in  the  army  of  the  United  States  on  the 
first  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-six,  or  at  any 
subsequent  period  during  tlie  present  war  between  the  Uui- 
ted  Slates  and  Mexico." 

THE    TEN-REGIJVIENT   BILL. 
The  Seimte  resumed  tlic  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  en  additional  military 
force. 

Mr.  BALDWIN.  I  ask  tiie  indulgence  of  the 
Senate,  and  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  wlio  is 
entitled  to  the  flDor,  to  enable  me  to  make  an  ex- 
planation in  bclialf  of  my  friend  and  constituent, 
Captain  Gre2;ory,  of  the  navy,  who  coriceives  that 
thehonorable  Senator  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Sevier] 
was  under  a  misapprehension  in  regard  to  a 
material  fact  in  the  statement  made  by  him,  on  the 
authority  of  Captain  Gregory,  in  the  Senate  on  Fri- 
day last. 

Tiie  honorable  Senator  from  Arkansas,  if  I  cor- 
rectly understood  him,  wasendeavoring  to  convince 
the  Senate,  that  Poiirt  Isabel  and  the  harbor  of 
Brazos  Santiago  were  not  in  the  possession  of  the 
Mexicans  at  the  time  of  General  Taylor's  march 
upon  the  Rio  Grande,  and  of  his  seizure  and  oc- 
cupation of  them  as  a  depot  for  his  army,  on  the 
2.5th  of  March,  1846.  In  proof  of  that  ]josition,  he 
was  understood  to  .state  to  ti\e  Senate,  that  he  liad 
been  informed  by  Captain  Gregory  that  on  landing 
there  he  saw  only  two  or  three  huts  slightly  built 
■with  forked  sticks,  and  no  Mexicans,  except  a  few 
vagabonds  and  fishermen.  The  Senator  from 
Arkansas  was  under  the  erroneous  impression  that 
Captain  Gregory,  in  the  conversation  to  which  he 
alluded,  had  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  place 
anterior  to  the  time  of  its  being  taken  possession  of 
by  General  Taylor;  whereas,  in  fact,  Point  Isabel 
and  the  port  of  Brazos  Santiago  had  been  in  the 
military  occupation  of  General  Taylor  more  than 
a  month  before  the  landing  of  Capt.  Gregory,  which 
was  on  the  8th  May — the  day  on  which  the  battle  j 
of  Palo  Alto  was  fought.  Capt.  Gregory  informs  : 
me  that  he  then  observed  the  remains  of  several  | 
dwellings  that  had  been  burnt.  His  conversation 
with  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  was  casual  and  j 
in  o-eneral  terms,  as  he  was  not  aware  at  the  time  \ 
that  information  was  desired  for  the  purpose  of  be-  ' 
ing  communicated  to  the  Senate.  He  is  the  more 
desirous  of  correcting  the  error  into  which  the  hon- 
orable Senator  has  inadvertently  fallen,  as  it  places 
him  somev/hat  in  conflict  with  the  statements  of 
General  Taylor  in  his  correspondence  with  the 
Government.  It  will  be  recollected  by  the  Senate, 
that  General  Taylor  speaks  ef  the  harbor  of  Brazos 
Santiago  as  being  the  port  used  by  the  citizens 
of  Matamoros  in  iheir  commerce,  and  states  that 
he  had  given  as.surances,  when  at  Corpus  Christi, 
to  some  citizens  of  Matamoros,  and  on  his  arrival 
at  the  river  had  renewed  them  in  a  communication 
to  the  commanding  general  at  that  place,  that  until 
the  question  of  boundary  siiould  be  definitively 
settled,  the  harljor  of  Brazos  Santiago  should  be 
open  to  the  free  use  of  the  ?vlexicans  as  hereto- 
fore. He  also  speaks  of  "  the  Mexican  custom- 
house ofiicer  at  Brazos  Santiago,"  and  of  the 
houses  that  were  burnt  on  the  24th  of  March  by 
the  port  captain,  who  had  made  his  escape  before 
the  arrival  of  the  troops;  by  whom  only  two  or 
three  inoffensive  Mexicans  were  found,  the  rest 
having  left  for  Matamoros. 

MrrSEVIER.  If  the  Senator  will  indulge  me 
for  a  moment,  I  will  .<!late,  that  in  the  course  of  my 
remarks  the  other  day,  in  referring  to  the  nature 
of  the  settlement  at  Brazos  Santiago,  I  did  men- 
tion that  I  had  conversed  with  Captain  Gregory 
on  the  suljject,  and  that  liis  statement  confirmed 
the  information  which  1  had  received  previously 
from  other  quarters.  Certainly,  the  impression 
left  upon  my  mind  was,  that  Captain  Gregory  was 
there  when  General  Taylor  landed.  If  he  had  ref- 
eren(;e  to  a  subsequent  arrival  there,  I  shall  make 
the  correction  with  great  pleasure.  I  may  adil, 
that  my  information  was  obtained  from  other 
sources,  amongst  others,  from  one  of  the  Senators 
froiu  Texas,  and  I  alluded  to  Captain  Gregory's 
fllatcmc'it  a.s  corroboratory  of  what  I  had  heard 
from  other  jrcnllemen. 


Mr.  HUNTER,  said,  if  the  question  merely  re- 
lated to  the  addition  of  ten  regiments  to  the  army, 
he  would  have  taken  no  part^in  the  debate.  But 
higher  and  graver  questions  were  involved — ques- 
tions involving  the  interests  and  the  jirogress  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States.  He  believed  that 
the  people  of  these  United  Slates  were  destined  to 
occupy  a  prominent  jiosition  in  the  events  which 
are  now  in  progress  throughout  the  world.  He 
referred  to  the  jirinciples  on  which  our  system  is 
founded,  which  had  been  attempted  unsuccessfully 
to  be  applied  to  Mexican  government-  He  had 
great  faith  in  the  soundness  of  public  opinion, 
but  the  questions  which  now  call  for  our  delibera- 
tion and  decision  were  a  few  years  ago  merely 
subjects  of  speculation.  They  have  come  here 
without  the  premonitions  which  shadows  general- 
ly cast  before  them,  and  we  are  called  to  act  on 
them.  He  said  that  the  war  had  come  upon  us 
with  a  suddemiess  which  prevented  preparation, 
and  that  we  had  been  plunged  in  it  so  deeply  that 
we  had  now  only  to  meet  the  consequences  which 
it  has  produced. 

He  regarded  the  question  to  be  now,  how  we 
should  regulate  our  progress — whether  we  should 
spread  our  population  over  distant  territories  in  the 
same  way  that  Rome  and  England  had  done,  by 
spreading  ruin  before  and  around  us,  or  shall  fulfil 
our  destiny  by  extending  the  generous  influences 
of  our  system  among  other  communities.  Provi- 
dence had  planted  us  in  this  wilderness,  and  des- 
tined us  to  spread  freedom  of  thought  and  energy 
of  action  around  us.  He  adverted  to  our  rapid  and 
prosperous  growth,  to  the  knowledge  we  had  obtain- 
ed of  truth  by  handling  it,  to  the  advantage  we  had' 
derived  from  our  division  into  various  and  inde- 
pendent communities,  to  the  duty  imposed  on  us 
to  civilize  the  scene  in  which  we  were  placed,  and 
to  wrest  from  the  soil  a  support  for  man.  We  are 
in  a  position  to  accomplish  more  than  any  nation 
before  us  has  done,  and  he  believed  it  could  be 
achieved.  He  referred  to  the  modes  in  which  it 
must  be  done.  We  must  diminish  the  action  of 
the  central  power  in  the  several  parts;  a  fraternal 
spirit  must  be  cherished  among  our  people;  and 
this  can  only  be  done  in  a  homogeneous  popula- 
tion. But  he  regretted  to  say  that  he  saw  not  only 
in  the  public  prints,  but  in  the  language  of  Sena- 
tors here,  a  growing  disposition  to  annex  the  whole 
of  Mexico.  He  rejoiced  to  hear  the  Senator  from 
Arkansas  disclaim,  on  the  part  of  the  Administra- 
tion, any  such  object;  but  the  tendency  of  all  the 
argument  of  his  triend  from  Arkansas  seemed  to 
take  that  course.  He  adverted  to  the  expression 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  that 
we  could  swallow  the  whole  of  Mexico,  with  feel- 
ings of  regret.  He  regarded  an  association  with 
the  Mexican  people  as  one  to  be  dreaded,  both  in 
view  of  its  influence  on  southern  institutions,  and 
on  account  of  the  impracticability  of  amalgamating 
races  so  distinct  and  irreconcilable.  He  asked  his 
friend  from  Arkansas,  if  he  would  treat  the  In- 
dians, who  are  now  in  the  exercise  of  equal  privi- 
leges in  Mexico,  and  who  legislated  for  themselves, 
as  citizens  of  the  United  States.' 

Mr.  FOOTE  asked  if  he  was  to  understand  the 
Senator  as  stating  that  the  Indians  in  Mexico  were 
in  this  position  ? 

Mr.  HUNTER  stated  the  German  writer  on 
whose  authority  he  made  the  statement.  He  went 
on  to  show  the  impracticability  of  any  union  with 
the  Mexican  classes*  on  equal  terms.  To  attach 
the  Mexican  territory  as  a  province,  he  considered 
still  more  objectionable.  The  colonies  which  had 
been  subdued  by  European  nations  had  been  cost- 
ly appendages,  and  had  never  contributed  to  the 
support  of  their  conquerors.  He  repudiated  the 
idea  of  deriving  any  revenue  from  Mexico,  or  of 
keeping  the  religious  classes  in  subjection  and  un- 
der regulation.  The  chtn-ch  establishment  of  Mex- 
ico connected  with  the  State  acted  well  in  the 
system  of  that  Government;  and  if  we  destroy  it, 
we  destroy  and  debase  the  whole  people. 

In  reference  to  what  the  Senator  from  Arkansas 
had  said  about  patronage,  he  asked  if  patronage 
was  not  )iowcr,  and  if  it  might  not  be  so  exerted 
as  to  defeat  the  effect  of  the  elective  aysterti.'  In 
the  administration  of  any  fund  which  might  be 
raised  from  Mexican  territory,  he  feared  that  there 
would  be  great  danger.  The  Representatives  of 
the  peo[)le  would  become  careless  about  money 
which  was  not  derived  from  their  own  constitu- 
encies, and  thus  tiie  management  of  it  would  Pe 
thrown  entirely  in  the  luinds  of  Uie   Executive. 


He  said  that  it  was  a  delusive  idea  that  we  could 
raise  in  the  country  the  means  to  sustain  the  troops 
employed  theie.  He  looked  at  the  disastrous  re- 
sults which  that  policy  produced  in  the  Roman 
empire. 

Mr.  H.  took  a  view  of  the  mischiefs  which  grew 
out  of  wars  waged  for  conquest,  and  quoted  from 
Dr.  Johnson  to  show  the  classes  which  have  de- 
rived benefits  from  a  system  wjiich  was  pregnant 
with  so  much  general  evil.  That  we  should  be 
exempt  from  the  evils  which  wars  of  this  character 
inflicted  on  other  nations,  was  scarcely  to  be  ex- 
pected. He  referred  to  the  ruin  brought  on  Rome 
by  the  abuse  of  the  money  power.  He  adverted 
to  the  com.mencement  of  the  funding  system  in 
England,  and  the  immense  mass  of  debt  with  which 
it  had  burdened  that  country.  He  glanced  at  the 
extent  of  her  conquests,  the  lustre  of  the  glory 
which  she  had  acquired,  and  the  increase  of  her 
colonies;  and  contrasted  these  benefits  with  the 
debt  which  was  contracted,  to  the  amount  of  a 
mortgage  on  her  whole  territory;  and  such  would 
be  the  effect  of  wars  waged  for  conquest  every- 
where. If  we  enter  into  thein  here,  the  people 
must  seek  relief  from  these  results  in  a  change  of 
government.  He  did  not  believe  that  our  present, 
form  would  survive  an  attempt  to  carry  out  pro- 
ject,'? of  conquest  by  taxing  the  pockets  of  the 
people.  Again,  he  referred  to  the  downfall  of 
Piome,  in  consequence  of  her  adoption  of  a  policy 
of  this  nature,  by  the  power  even  of  the  very  col- 
onies wliich  she  had  subjugated. 

It  may  be  said  that  British  example  was  more 
encouraging,  that  her  power  and  glory  were  still 
on  the  increase.  He  would  not  attempt  to  predict 
how  long  her  greatness  might  continue.  I3ut  he 
would  say  she  was  no  example  for  us.  Would 
we  take  her  colonies  with  her  debt.'  Or  would 
Vi'e  even  take  her  possessions  if  they  were  offered 
to  us  on  no  other  condition  but  that  we  should 
protect  and  govern  them.' 

He  had  given  the  views  of  our  progress  and 
destiny  as  they  presented  themselves  to  his  mind, 
and  he  now  came  to  look  at  the  objects  of  the  war. 
He  would  not  consent  that  we  should  take  a  line 
which  would  run  so  far  as  to  throv/  on  us  the 
burden  and  responsibility  of  governing  any  large 
mass  of  the  Mexican  people.  But  he  did  not. 
believe  it  practicable  to  prevent  our  people  from 
overspreading  that  country.  The  Mexican  people 
were  now  receding  before  the  Indian;  and  this 
affords  a  new  argument  in  favor  of  our  occupation 
of  that  territory,  which  would  otherwise  fall  into 
the  occupation  of  the  savage.  He  would  desire  to 
obtain  from  the  Mexican  people  a  fair  commercial 
treaty,  as  a  sine  qua  non.  He  would  not  destroy 
the  social  fabric  in  Mexico.  When  we  close  this* 
war,  it  should  leave  the  social  character  and  insti- 
tutions of  the  Mexicans  undisturbed,  to  develop 
themselves  according  to  their  own  views. 

He  regarded  the  formation  of  plans  of  campaigns, 
and  of  directing  the  necessary  military  operations, 
as  peculiarly  and  properly  an  Executive  measure.  . 
It  was  limited  by  the  power  of  Congress  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  war,  to  define  its  objects,  or  to  arrest 
the  supplies.  He  intended  to  vote  for  the  supplies. 
But  he  thought  that  if  peace  was  not  speedily 
obtained,  the  plan  of  the  campaign  should  be 
changed.  He  had  originally  viewed  the  plan  of 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  as  the  proper  one. 
But  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  line 
suggested  by  his  friend  on  his  left  [Mr.  .Tefferson 
Davis]  would  be  the  best  in  every  view.  Both 
for  the  purpose  of  a  defensive,  and,  in  case  (f 
necessity,  an  offensive  war,  it  appeared  to  be  most 
suitable.  It  would  enable  us  to  carry  on  this  war 
more  economically  and  with  a  prospect  of  a 
speedier  peace,  and  a  prevention  of  too  great  an 
extension  of  Executive  patronage.  The  occupa- 
tion of  the  Sierra  Madre  would  enable  us  to  hold 
the  trade  between  Tampico,  San  Luis,  and  Vera 
Cruz.  Our  trade  would  go  on  between  the  north- 
ern and  southern  side  of  the  line  without  danger 
of  interruption. 

Before  the  Mexicans  could  give  us  any  trouble, 
they  would  have  to  settle  their  differences  between 
themselves.  This  line  could  be  occupied  by  a 
force  less  by  sixty  or  seventy  thousand  men  than 
any  other  line  which  had  been  pointed  out— a  sav- 
ing of  twenty  or  thirty  millions  annually.  There 
would  be  far  less  waste  of  human  life,  not  merely 
in  our  own  forces,  but  among  the  Mexicans.  He 
believed  that  we  shoidd  also  be  able  to  make  a  sta- 
ble iieace,  which  he  did  not  think  practicable  at 
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this  time  with  the  existing  Government.  The 
Mexicans  would  wish  to  reclaim  this  territory  by- 
negotiation. 

Mr.  DAVIS  explained,  that  the  line  which  the 
Senator  had  indicated,  was  marked  by  greater  ad- 
vantages than  had  been  described.  It  was  not  a 
defensive  line,  but  a  military  line,  which  could  be 
held  as  the  basis  of  military  operations. 

Mr.  HUNTER  resumed,  by  reference  to  the 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Dix,]  concei  ling  the  danger  of  the  interference  of 
European  Powers,  if  we  withdraw  our  troops  to 
this  or  any  other  line.  He  did  not  think  that  able 
Senator  had,  on  this  point,  sustained  his  position, 
and  he  gave  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  dis- 
sent from  the  conclusions  of  that  distinguished 
gentleman.  He  did  not  think  the  inducements  to 
foreign  inter "srence  would  be  increased  by  such 
withdrawal.  He  thought,  too,  that,  as  to  the  rel- 
ative power  of  the  priesthood,  the  longer  the  war 
continues  the  less  likely  are  we  to  reduce  it.  Make 
peace  now,  and  we  leave  this  power  where  we  found 
it.  If  we  continue  the  war,  we  promote  the  views 
of  the  friends  of  a  monarchy;  unless  it  is  proposed 
that  we  shall  build  up  a  republic  there,  and  main- 
tain it  by  the  sword.  To  this  he  could  never 
agree.  He  denied  that  to  withdraw  to  a  line 
would  in  any  way  tarnish  our  national  reputation. 
Our  object  in  retreating  would  be,  because  we 
would  not  inflict  unnecessary  misery  and  affliction 
on  the  country.  Our  army  has  done  enough  for 
the  glory  of  the  country — enough  for  fame !  May 
these  also  survive  and  long  live  in  the  affections 
of  their  country  !  Our  army  has  done  enough  for 
military  glory.  There  can  be  no  danger  in  re- 
treating behind  a  given  line. 

It  had  been  thrown  out  that  the  people  would  be 
willing  to  take  a  more  limited  boundary,  but  he  did 
not  believe  this  was  exactly  so. 

He  then  went  into  a  brief  and  brilliant  view  of 
the  destiny  which  our  country  is  destined  to  pur- 
sue, of  the  aspirations  which  should  fill  every 
patriotic  breast,  (of  which  any  synopsis  which 
could  be  given  would  utterly  fail  to  give  a  correct 
idea.)  In  the  cultivation  of  the  aspirations  of  our 
name  and  fame,  it  became  us  to  decide  whether 
we  should  pursue  a  peaceful  path,  or  plunge  deeper 
into  war.  His  conclusion  was,  that  our  interests, 
both  as  regards  our  character  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world,  and  the  perpetuity  of  our  free  institutions, 
pointed  to  a  course  of  moderation.  It  was  by 
pursuing  such  a  course  that  we  should  most  speed- 
ily and  most  effectually  reach  that  high  moral  and 
political  destiny  which  Providence  seems  to  have 
assigned  to  us. 

Mr.  MILLER  then  obtained  the  floor,  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 
After  some  time,  the  doors  were  re-opened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  February  8,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read  and 
approved — 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  rose  and  asked  permission 
to  offer  a  resolution  having  relation  to  the  funeral 
expenses  of  his  late  colleague,  Mr.  Hornbeck, 
which  was  in  the  usual  form,  and  therefore  would 
neither  elicit  debate  nor  objection. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  Thut  the  Clerk  of  tl)i«  House  ascertain  the  usual 
amount  of  the  expense  of  burial  of  a  deceased  member  of 
this  House  at  the  Congressional  burying  ground,  near  this 
city;  and  such  amount,  when  ascertained,  the  Cleric  shall 
report  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  who  shall  e.xaniine 
the  same ;  and,  if  approved  by  said  committee,  the  Clerk 
shall  thereupon  pay  the  amount  so  reported  to  said  commit- 
tee to  Mrs.  Hornbeck,  widow  of  the  late  honorable  John 
W.  Hornbeck,  deceased,  late  a  memberof  this  House  from 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  and  that  the  Speaker  pay  to  the 
said  Mra.  Hornheck  the  balance  of  the  daily  pay  and  mile- 
age due  to  her  late  husband  on  the  day  of  his  death,  to  wit, 
on  the  16th  day  of  January,  1848. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  desired  to  know 
if  there  were  any  precedents  for  such  a  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  replied  that  the  resolution 
had  been  prepared  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House  in 
accordance  with  the  precedents  on  the  Journal. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  desired  to  make  an  inquiry. 
If  he  understood  the  resolution,  it  directed  the 
Clerk  of  this  House  to  ascertain  the  usual  and 
neces.sary  expenses  of  the  burial  of  members  who 
die  in  this  city,  and,  having  ascertained  them,  to 


pay  that  amount  to  the  widow  of  Mr.  Hornbeck, 
deceased.  NoW,  he  must  say  he  regretted  that 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  introduced 
a  proposition  of  that  sort,  and,  if  he  stood  alone, 
he  would  vote  against  it;  and  if  the  question  was 
to  be  taken,  he  hoped  it  would  be  taken  by  yeas 
and  nays.  He  knew  it  required  some  moral 
courage  to  stand  up  in  this  Hall  and  oppose  propo- 
sitions of  this  kind;  but  there  were  rights  and  there 
were  wrongs,  and  he  would  have  his  arm  cut  off 
before  he  would  put  his  hand  into  the  public  treas- 
ury and  do  that  which  the  Constitution  did  not 
allow  them  to  do.  It  was  bad  enough,  God  knows, 
to  bury  individuals  who  die  here  at  the  public 
expense;  but  to  make  a  donation  to  a  widow  of  a 
member  of  Congress,  was  what  he  had  hoped 
never  to  hear  broached  by  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  He  must  be  pardoned 
in  saying  that  if  he  stood  alone  he  should  desire 
to  have  his  vote  recorded  in  the  negative  on  this 
resolution. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  replied,  notwithstanding  all 
that  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
if  this  resolution  should  be  adopted,  there  would 
be  no  more  taken  from  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States  than  if  his  colleague,  Mr.  Hornbeck,  had 
lived  to  the  time  of  the  election  of  his  successor. 
Mr.  Hornbeck,  it  must  be  recollected,  had  sus- 
tained all  the  expenses  of  the  campaign,  and,  hav- 
ing been  elected,  he  came  here  and  took  his  seat. 
His  health,  however,  compelled  him  to  return  to 
his  home  and  to  his  family,  where  he  sought  the 
care  and  consolation  of  his  wife  in  his  dying  hour. 
Inquiry  had  been  made  from  him  as  to  whether  his 
resolution  was  in  the  usual  form.  He  answered 
that  it  was. 

Mr.  H:0UST0N,  of  Alabama,  said  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  had  misunderstood  his 
inquiry.  He  did  not  inquire  whether  the  resolu- 
tion was  in  the  usual  form,  but  whether  there  were 
an}''  precedents  for  such  a  resolution;  for  really  he 
had  no  recollection  of  any.  As  to  the  form  of  the 
resolution  he  had  no  other  concern  than  that  which 
had  relation  to  its  becoming  a  precedent, 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  The  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama inquired  if  there  were  any  precedents  for 
this  resolution;  in  reply,  he  would  say  that  there 
were,  for  the  Clerk  had  framed  this  resolution  pre- 
cisely according  to  previous  resolutions  on  the  Jour- 
nal. He  would  add  that  this  resolution  was  entirely 
proper,  and  the  amount  of  money  which  he  pro- 
posed to  appropriate  by  it  ought  to  be  paid.  He 
was  very  willing  that  the  yeas  and  nays  should  be 
taken  upon  it. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  desired  to  ask  a  question. 
He  desired  to  know  to  wha*^  time  the  pay  of  the 
gentleman's  colleague  was  to  be  calculated? 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  replied  that  it  was  calculated 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  and  no  more. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND,  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
amining, into  this  matter,  and  ascertaining  if  there 
were  any  precedents,  suggested  that  the  resolution 
should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 
If  there  were  precedents,  let  the  Committee  on 
Accounts  report  that  fact  to  the  House,  and  let  not 
the  House  establish  new  precedents  without  exam- 
ination. He  moved  the  reference  of  the  resolution 
to  the  Commtttee  on  Accounts. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  refer- 
red. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— 79  voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  63  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky,  by  leave,  pre- 
sented certain  resolutioris  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Kentucky  on  the  subject  of  newspaper  jjostage. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  ST.  JOHN, by  leave,  presented  certain  res- 
olutions of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  any  territory 
hereafter  to  be  acquired  by  this  Government. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  GRINNELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  establish  the  collection 
district  of  Wareham,  in  the  Stateof  Massachusetts; 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elislia  H.  Willis;  and  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  issue  of  a  register  to  the  barque 
Wilhamet;  which  bills  were  severally  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  also  reported  a  bill  to  change 
the  location  of  certain  light-houses  and  buoys. 


The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 
Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  that 
the  bill  be  now  put  on  its  passage,  and  made  a  few 
remarks,  strenuously  urging  the  immediate  pas- 
sage of  the  bill. 

After  some  further  debate  by  Messrs.  FICK- 
LIN,  GRINNELL,  and  SIMS— 

Mr.  FICKLIN  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  the 
Committeeof  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union; 
which  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  a  regis- 
ter to  the  barque  Wilhamet  had  been  committed. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  being  agreed  to,  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  HUNT,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  for  tlie  imp'^ovement  of  certain  har- 
bors in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin;  and  a  bill 
authorizing  an  additional  number  of  inspectors  in 
the  district  of  New  Orleans;  which  bills  were  sev- 
erally read  and  committed. 

Mr.  SIMPSON,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  license  yachts,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  Senate  bill  to 
provide  for  the  compensation  of  Samuel  Leech  for 
services  in  the  investigation  of  suspended  sales  in 
the  Mineral  Point  district,  Wisconsin,  reported 
the  same  with  an  amendment.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  C.  also  reported  a  bill  in  explanation  of  an 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands  and  to  grant  preemption  rights." 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  PUTNAM,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of  Wm.  W. 
Gitt.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  a  report  on  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  the  17th  instant  relative  to 
the  terms  upon  which  the  Postmaster  General  can 
be  released  from  the  contract  made  by  him  during 
the  past  year  for  the  transportation  of  the  great 
southern  mail  from  Baltimore  down  the  bay.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  a  bill  to  amend 
the  act  to  provide  for  the  transportation  of  the 
mail  between  the  United  States  and  foreign  coun- 
tries, and  for  other  purposes.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  P.  Skinner  and  the  legal  representatives  of 
Isaac  Green.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  ASHMUN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- . 
ported  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  in 
amendment  of  the  acts  respecting  the  judicial  sys- 
tem of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  A.  said  he  had  been  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  to  ask  that  the  bill  be  now, 
put  upon  its  passage. 

The  question  was  put  on  ordering  the* engross- 
ment and  third  reading  of  the  bill,  and  it  was 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  engrossed,  read  a  third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  also  made  an  adverse  report 
upon  the  petition  of  Hannah  Avery.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  FRENCH,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  had  been  referred  the  House  bill 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  extending  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  district  courts  to  certain  cases 
upon  the  lakes  and  navigable  waters  connecting 
the  same,"  approved  February  26,  1845,  reported 
the  same  back  to  the  House,  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  it  do  not  pass.  The  bill  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  had  been  referred  the  House  bill  to  divide 
the  Stateof  Georgia  into  two  judicial  districts,  and 
organizing  and  establishing  an  additional  district 
court  of  the  United  States  with  cuxuit  court  pow- 
ers and  jurisdiction,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  L.  moved  that  the  bill  now  be  put  upon  its 
passage. 

The  qticstion  was  put  on  ordering  the  engross- 
ment and  third  reading,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
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The  bill  was  then  engrossed,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  HALL,  from  the  Conimittee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  i>ill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Wiliiani  McKenzie,  late  a  seaman 
on  board  the  United  States  ship  Vincennes.  Read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  TALL.MADGE,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  amend 
the  charter  of  the  Provident  Association  of  Clerks 
in  the  city  of  Washington;  which  was  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachu.seits,  from  the  Com- 
nnittee  of  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  grandchildren  of  Major  Gen- 
eral Baron  de  Kalb.     Read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  Mr.  Robert  L.  Rose, 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Claims,  who  had  been  called  home  by  illness  in 
his  family,  was  excused  from  further  service  on 
said  committee. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Lieutenant  Francis  Ware. 
Read  and  committed. 

Also,  an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of 
Isaac  Porter.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BRADY,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
B.  Davenport.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  RUMSEY,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Durrire,  and 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  Thoma.sson.  Read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  HAIlMANSON,from  the  sarne  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  B.  Sexton; 
a  bill  to  confirm  Elizabeth  Burriss,  her  heirs  and 
assigns,  in  their  title  to  a  tract  of  land;  and  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  widow  of  Francis 
Gramillion;  which  bills  were  severally  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  WICK,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Triplelt;  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Simon  Rodriguez;  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Marcus  Fulton  Johnson;  and  a  bill  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  approved  the  6lh  day  of  July, 
184:3,  entitled  "An  act  confirming  certain  land 
claims  in  Louisiana;"  which  bills  were  severally 
read  and  committed. 

Also,  an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of 
Jacob  Reer.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  .same 
committee,  maduadverse  reports  upon  the  petitions 
of  Jaines  Swan  and  Adino  Goodenough.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Henry 
Reeks.     Laid  on  the  table. 

SENATE   BILLS. 

Senate  bills  of  the  following  titles  were  taken 
up,  read,  and  appropriately  referred,  viz: 

An  act  to  allow  further  time  for  satisfying  claims 
for  bounty  landd  for  military  services  in  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  and  for  other  purpcses; 

An  act  making  an  appropriation  for  icmoving 
obstructions  in  llie  Savannah  river; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Capella,  adminis- 
trator of  Andrew  Capella,  deceased,  and  for  the 
relief  of  John  Capo,  and  for  the  relief  of  Elijah 
Petty  and  Harniali  Petty,  his  wife,  heirs  of  John 
Beardon,  deceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  L.  Dell; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  S.  Coxe; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Hoggatt; 

An  act  amending  the  act  entitled  "An  act  grant- 
ing half-pay  to  widows  or  orptians,  where  their 
husbands  atid  fathers  have  died  of  wounds  received 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  Stales,  in 
ca.ses  of  deceased  oiTicers  and  soldiers  of  the  mili- 
tia and  volunteers,"  passed  July  4,  18.36; 

An  act  in  addition  to  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Walter  Loomis  and  Abel  Gay,"  approved  July  2, 
1836; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Bolon; 
"An  act  confirming  former  sales  by  the  State  of 
Illit)ois  of  the  Ohio  saline  reservations,  and  autho- 
rizing the  .sale  of  the  residue  of  such  reservations; 

An  act  to  enable  and  authorize  the  accounting 
ofilcers  of  the  treasury  to  audit  and  settle  the 
accounts  of  certain  acting  olficers  therein  men- 
tioned; 

Ah  act  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  existing 


pension  lav/s  to  enlisted  men  of  the  ordnance  corps 
of  the  United  States  army; 

An  act  to  provide  additional  examiners  in  the 
Patent  Office,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  FARRELLY  stated  that  it  v;as  very  import- 
ant that  this  bill  should  pass  immediately.  The 
business  of  the  office  was  very  much  in  arrear. 
One  of  the  examiners  was  now  engaged  upon  a 
case  which  was  presented  in  May  last;  the  other 
on  a  case  brought  forward  iu  June,  some  six  or 
seven  months  ago.  There  were  now  over  seven 
hundred  applications  pending  tor  this  year,  being 
an  increase  of  about  five  hundred  over  last  year; 
and  it  was  exceedingly  important,  both  in  justice 
to  inventor.s  and  with  reference  to  the  public  in- 
terests, that  there  should  be  such  a  force  employed 
as  that  applications  for  patents  might  be  passed 
upon  without  unreasonable  delay. 

Mr.  HENLEY  urged  immediate  action  upon 
the  bill  as  indispensably  necessary  to  give  a  speedy 
examination  to  applications  for  patents.  There 
was  now  a  deficiency  in  the  number  of  examiners, 
and  the  work  was  six  months'  behind,  thus  obli- 
ging meritorious  inventors,  who  went  there  with 
money  in  hand,  to  wait  an  unreasonable  time  for 
their  inventions  to  be  passed  upon.  Competent 
examiners  must  be  men  of  science,  and  command- 
ed larger  salaries  in  other  places  than  they  were 
paid  in  the  Patent  Office.  The  proposed  increase 
of  salary  was  necessary,  and  involved  no  expendi- 
ture of  money  from  the  treasury,  as  it  came  from 
the  Patent  Office  fund.  Gentlemen  would  be  no 
better  informed  of  the  subject  three  months  hence; 
and  he  hoped  the  bill  would  now  be  passed,  as  was 
required  by  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  the 
encouragement  of  the  useful  arts. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  insisted  on  the 
propriety  of  the  reference  to  a  committee,  to  give 
opportunity  for  a  full  examination  of  its  general 
merits,  and  especially .  of  its  details.  He  ques- 
tioned the  fact  whether  a  patent  fund  was  really 
on  hand.  There  might  be  nominally;  but  had  the 
large  atmual  appropriations  by  Congress  for  print- 
ing the  Patent  Office  report,  and  other  expenses 
connected  with  the  office,  been  deducted  fi-om  the 
revenues  of  the  office,  it  would  be  found  to  be 
largely  in  debt.  But  if  there  was  actually  such  a 
fund,  it  constituted  no  reason  for  paying  unreason- 
able salaries.  He  was  willing  to  pay  fair  ones. 
He  deprecated  the  practice  that  had  grown  up  of 
passing  bills  without  reference.  He  concluded  by 
modifying  his  motion  so  as  to  refer  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents. 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  unless  this  debate  could  be 
brought  to  a  close,  he  should  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  he  was  willing  to  acquiesce 
in  the  reference. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  BOWLIN,  the  bill 
was  referred  accordingly. 

ROUGH  RICE  AND  PADDY. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  January 
31st,  (ultimo,)  communicating  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  "documents  and  cor- 
respondence, not  already  published,  relating  to  the 
final  adjustment  of  the  difficulties  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  concerning  rough  rice 
and  paddy." 

THE  LOAN  BILL THE  FINANCES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Botts,  of  Virginia,  in  the 
chair.) 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  committee  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize  a 
loan  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  eighteen  million  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  having 
been  read — 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
^18,.500,000   and   substitute  therefor   the  sum  of 

pfi,ooo,ooo. 

Mr.  VINTON  said:  At  the  commencement  of 
the  last  .session  of  Congress,  when  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Executive  to  reconnnend,  and  of  Congress 
to  provide,  for  the  wants  of  the  present  fiscal  year, 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his  annual 
message,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
his  annual  report,  both  stated,  that  if  the  war  with 
Mexico  should  be  continued  till  the  first  of  July, 
A.  D.  1848,  a  loan  of  twenty-three  millions  of  dol- 


lars was  all  that  would  be  wanted  to  carry  the 
Government  forward  to  that  dale,  and  leave  a  sur- 
plus of  four  millions  in  the  treasury.  Both  these 
functionaries  recommended  the  loan.  It  was  grant- 
ed by  Congress,  and  the  money  obtained.  But, 
notwithstanding  this  provision  for  the  Govern- 
ment, the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual 
report  to  Congress  on  the  slate  of  the  finances, 
made  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  session, 
had  informed  us  that  a  further  loan  of  eighteen 
and  a  half  millions  of  dollars  would  be  required  to 
meet  the  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the 
same  year.  The  bill  now  before  us  was  rejiorted 
for  thai  sum,  in  pursuance  to  this  statement  of  the 
Secretary  and  the  recommendation  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  his  annual  message.  Shortly  after  the 
bill  was  reported,  perhaps  on  the  same  day,  a  let- 
ter was  addressed  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  by 
the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  giving  in- 
formation to  the  House  of  the  fortunate  discovery 
of  an  error  in  the  financial  statement  presented  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  which  disclosed 
the  gratifying  fact  that  there  were  in  the  treasury, 
subject  to  its  command,  near  seven  millions  of  dol- 
lars more  than  had  been  staled  in  the  prior  report; 
in  consequence  of  which,  the  House  was  informed 
that  the  loan  could  be  reduced  from  eighteen  and  a 
half  to  twelve  millions  of  dollars. 

A  few  days  since,  however,  pnnther  letter  was 
transmitted  to  the  House  by  the  sam ;  officer,  con- 
veying the  unpleasant  intelligence  ihat  when  the 
last  lelier  was  addressed  to  the  House  it  was  not 
known  at  the  Treasury  Department  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  had  called  upon  the  Comtnittee  of 
Ways  and  Means  for  an  appropriation  of  near  four 
lYiillions  of  dollars,  to  supply  certain  deficiencies  in 
that  branch  of  the  public  service  for  ihe  current 
fiscal  year,  which  would  render  a  loan  of  sixteen 
millions  necessary  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Presuming  the  errors  to  be  all  correct- 
ed, and  the  omissions  supplied  which  the  Treasury 
desires  to  provide  for,  he  had  now  submitted  the 
motion  to  reduce  the  loan  to  sixteen  millions  in 
accordance  to  the  Executive  recommendation.  He 
had  made  this  motion,  because  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  does  not  ask  for  more,  and  not  from  a 
belief  of  his  own  that  this  sum  will  suffice  to  carry 
the  Government  to  the  1st  of  July,  when  a  new 
fiscal  year  commences.  On  the  contrary,  he  feared, 
and  indeed  he  might  say  it  was  his  opinion,  that 
instead  of  sixteen,  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  mil- 
lions would  be  wanted  to  carry  us  safely  on  to  the 
end  of  this  year.  And  if  the  war  shall  continue 
through  the  next  fiscal  year,  for  which  the  esti- 
mates now  lie  before  us,  a  further  loan  will  be 
necessary  of  not  less  than  from  thirty-five  to  thirty- 
eight  millions,  even  if  Congress  should  refuse  to 
add  to  the  army  any  part  of  the  thirty  thousand 
regulars  and  volunteers  recommended  by  the  Pres- 
ident. He  was  aware  there  was  a  very  wide  dif- 
ference between  this  sum  and  twenty  and  a  half 
millions,  which  the  Secretary  and  the  President  of 
the  United  States  have  told  us  is  all  that  will  be 
needed  for  the  next  year — great  and  oppressive 
upon  the  country  as  even  that  enormous  sum  must 
be  admitted  to  be.  He  knew  this  opinion  might 
appear  to  be  very  bold  and  visionary  in  him,  when 
put  forth  in  opposition  to  that  of  the  highest  offi- 
cers of  the  nation,  and  to  proceed  from  some  party 
bias  which  had  warped  and  blinded  his  better  judg- 
ment. But  he  felt  that  he  had  some  right  to  ques- 
tion their  accuracy,  when  it  was  recollected  that 
last  year  both  of  those  functionaries,  at  the  cor- 
responding period  of  the  year,  expressed  a  strong 
and  undoubting  opinion  that  a  loan  of  twenty- 
three  millions  would  provide  for  all  the  wants  of 
the  Government  for  the  now  present  year,  and 
leave  a  surplus  of  four  millions  in  the  treasury  on 
the  1st  of  July  next;  and  that  they  now  inform  us 
that  an  additional  loan  of  sixteen  millions  is  re- 
quired to  carry  us  to  the  1st  of  July,  and  leave  a 
surplus  of  only  three  millions  in  the  treasury  at 
that  time  instead  of  four.  From  which  fact  it  fol- 
lows, that  atthe  last  session,  when  it  was  our  duty 
to  provide  for  the  wants  of  the  present  year,  in- 
stead of  providing  for  them  now,  the  Executive, 
looking  to  a  surplus  of  four  millions  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  should  then  have  recommended  a  loan  of 
forty  millions  instead  of  twenty-three.  If  at  the 
last  session  any  member  of  the  Opposition  had 
ventured  the  opinion  that  forty  millions  were 
wanted,  he  would  hardly  have  escaped  the  impu- 
tation of  a  desire  to  impair  the  public  credit,  and  in 
that  way  "give  aid  and  comfort"  to  Mexico. 
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It  cannot  be  denied  that  this  great  mistake  of  the 
Executive  imposes  on  Congress  the  imperious 
duty,  which,  as  faithful  agents  of  the  people,  we 
have  no  right  to  pretermit  if  we  would,  when  we 
are  now  called  upon  again  to  open  wide  the  purse- 
strings  of  the  nation,  to  scrutinize  severely,  yet 
candidly  and  fairly,  the  recommendations  upon 
which  we  are  now  acting,  to  see  if  there  be  any 
reasonable  ground  for  apprehension  of  a  like  un- 
fortunate error.  From  this  statement  of  facts  two 
or  three  questions  must  force  themselves  on  the 
mind  of  every  gentleman,  and  every  one  must  de- 
sire a  solution  of  them.  How  did  the  former  mis- 
calculation happen  ?  Is  the  additional  loan  now, 
asked  for  the  present  year  enough?  Is  there  any 
mistake  in  the  estimates  for  next  year  ?  He  would 
confine  himself  in  what  he  had  now  to  say  to  a  dis- 
cussion of  these  questions,  which  he  feared  would 
more  than  consume  his  hour,  and  reserve  to  him- 
self, as  lie  necessarily  must  do,  an  answer  to  such 
objections  as  might  be  made  against  the  principles 
of  the  bill.  By  looking  into  the  Executive  esti- 
mates of  the  revenues  of  the  last  and  present  year, 
and  into  the  estimate  of  the  expenditures,  it  will 
be  apparent  that  the  receipts  were  largely  over-esti- 
mated, and  the  expenses  still  more  largely  under- 
estimated. And  here  we  find  the  true  cause  of  the 
sad  necessity  which  is  now  imposed  upon  us  of 
raising  a  loan  of  sixteen  millions  of  dollars  to  bal- 
ance this  unfortunate  mistake;  for  most  unfortunate 
it  is  both  for  the  Government  and  the  people.  We 
all  know  that  if  forty  millions  instead  of  twenty- 
three  had  then  been  asked  for  and  put  in  the  market, 
it  would  have  found  a  ready  purchaser;  that  it 
would  have  been  purchased  is  proved  by  the  fact  that 
bids  for  more  than  fifty  millions  were  made  for  the 
loan  when  these  tweniy-tliree  were  put  up  for  sale. 
At  that  time  of  unprecedented  commercial  pros- 
perity, a  loan  to  the  amount  of  forty  millions  could 
have  been  taken  up  without  any  serious  injury  to 
the  business  and  currency  of  the  country;  while 
now,  by  reason  of  its  own  mistakes,  for  which  it 
alone  is  in  fault  and  alone  responsible,  the  Gov- 
ernment must  go  into  the  market  for  these  sixteen 
millions,  when  trade  is  depressed,  when  money  is 
scarce,  when  great  commercial  distress  prevails,  and 
still  greater  is  anticipated. 

Perhaps  it  would  not  be  going  too  far  to  say, 
that,  putting  wholly  out  of  view  the  distress  and 
derangement  which  the  Government  must  produce 
by  going  now  into  the  money  market  as  a  bor- 
rower, for  every  dollar  it  borrows  it  will  cause  the 
loss  of  more  than  another  dollar  to  the  business  of 
the  country.  And  here  he  would  add,  that  the 
Government  committed,  if  possible,  a  still  greater 
blunder  in  the  manner  in  which  the  loan  was  issu- 
ed. Having  got  what  the  Secretary  calls  a  divorce 
from  the  banks — which  the  Government  had  long 
been  suing  for,  and  which  took  effect  on  the  first 
of  the  last  year,  just  at  the  moment  when  the  law 
went  into  operation  requiring  all  payments  to  the 
Government  to  be  made  in  specie,  and  which  en- 
joined it  on  the  Government  to  pay  its  debts  in 
coin  also — he  seems  to  have  been  in  great  haste  to 
set  up  the  business  of  banking  in  a  description  of 
paper  credit  which  the  records  of  the  war  of  the 
Kevolution  and  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain 
abundantly  prove  to  be  far  n\ore  worthless  than 
bank  paper,  if  pushed  to  any  great  extent  ieyond 
what  the  accruing  revenues  would  absorb.  Instead 
of  funding  the  loan  and  issuing  certificates  of  stock 
for  it,  which  could  not  have  been  returned  upon  the 
treasury  in  payment  of  Government  dues,  he  com- 
mitted the  great  oversight  of  issuing,  in  exchange 
for  the  specie  he  borrowed.  Government  promis- 
sory notes,  commonly  called  treasury  notes,  which 
are  receivable  in  payment  of  all  debts  due  to  the 
Government.  Now,  as  these  notes  are  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  an  anticipation  of  realizing,  in 
advance,  the  revenues  of  the  Government,  it  is  per- 
fectly apparent  they  should  never  be  put  out  except 
in  case  of  overrulmg  necessity;  and  it  cannot  be 
pretended  that  any  such  necessity  existed  then, 
when  more  than  fifty  millions  were  seeking  invest- 
ment, and  when  specie  was  more  abundant  than  it 
ever  had  been  before  in  any  period  of  our  history. 
In  place  of  that  abundance,  a  great  demand  for 
specie  now  exists,  which  has  caused  these  notes 
to  fall  below  par;  and  now,  being  worth  less  than 
specie,  they  are  flowing  back  into  the  treasury,  in 
payment  of  all  Government  demands;  and  thus  the 
Government  is,  or  shortly  must  be,  unable  to  meet 
its  engagements  in  specie,  in  which  the  sub-treasury 
act  directs  the  public  creditors  to  be  paid.     The 


amount  of  these  notes  now  oustanding  is  equal  to 
all  the  revenues  of  the  Government  for  half  a  year 
to  come.  It  should  have  been  perfectly  obvious  to 
the  Secretary,  when  these  notes  were  issued,  that, 
as  soon  as  specie  became  scarce,  they  would  all  be 
back  upon  his  hands  in  payment  of  customs,  lands, 
and  other  public  dues;  thus,  for  the  time  being, 
beggaring  the  treasury  and  rendering  the  formal 
machinery  of  the  sub-treasury  nought  but  a  depos- 
itory of  Government  promissory  notes  instead  of 
sjiecie,  for  which  it  was  provided  with  elaborate 
care. 

But,  passing  by  this  topic,  he  would  proceed  to 
assign  his  reasons  more  in  detail  for  saying  that 
the  mcome  of  the  Government  had  been  over-esti- 
mated and  its  expenditures  under-estimated.  The 
latter  greatly  exceeded  in  ainount  the  former.  For 
the  over-estimates,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
is  responsible;  and  for  the  still  more  serious  under- 
estimates, the  Secretary  of  War  is  accountable.  He 
would  not  charge  either  of  those  officers  with  hav- 
ing purposely  prepared  and  presented  to  Congress 
erroneous  estimates;  but  he  must  say  that  the  war 
estimates  are  so  wide  of  the  mark  as  to  raise  sus- 
picions of  their  good  faith.  In  view  of  the  magni- 
tude of  the  war  expenditures,  he  could  readily 
imagine  that  both  of  these  officers  would  feel  a 
strong  desire  to  put  as  good  a  face  as  possible 
on  the  state  of  their  affairs.  What  men  desire 
they  can  easily  persuade  themselves  to  believe. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  therefore  might,  in 
his  desire  to  provide  means  to  meet  the  public  ex- 
penses, over-estimate  his  receipts  by  a  pretty  large 
percentage,  without  being  aware  of  it,  and  might 
at  the  same  time  firmly  believe  in  realizing  the  full 
amount.  The  same  remark  is  applicable  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  the  desire  he  must  feel  to  cur- 
tail the  war  expenses  as  much  as  possible.  But 
this  furnishes  a  good  reason  why  their  estimates 
should  be  severely  and  doubtingly  scrutinized  in 
this  House.  Great  allowances  ought  also  to  be 
made  for  the  uncertainty  that  must  always,  from 
many  causes,  hang  over  future  receipts  and  future 
war  expenditures;  but  witli  all  this  uncertainty, 
the  heads  of  the  departments  ought  to  be  able  to 
make  a  reasonable  approach  to  the  truth.  If  they 
v/ouldkeeptliemselves  free  from  difficulty,  it  would 
be  wise  always  to  make  large  deductions  from  their 
calculations.  In  private  life,  if  an  individual  in 
carrying  on  his  business  habitually  over-estimates 
his  means  and  underrates  his  expenses,  it  requires 
no  prophet  to  foretell  that  he  is  doomed  to  be  a 
bankrupt,  and  that,  too,  before  he  is  aware  of  it. 

This  is  equally  true  of  the  great  undertakings  of 
governments.  When  a  great  work  is  undertaken, 
the  execution  of  which  requires  multiplied  and 
complicated  operations  to  be  conducted  on  a  large 
scale,  oftentimes  under  pressing  emergencies,  that 
overrule  all  calculations  of  economy,  where  losses 
are  met  with  from  all  the  elements,  and  from  the 
hand  of  violence;  and  all  is  to  be  done  by  a  thou- 
sand agents,  who  are  making  contracts  and  dis- 
bursing money,  scattered  over  a  large  space  at  a 
great  distance  from  their  principal;  and  most  espe- 
cially if  these  agents,  one  and  all,  are  impressed 
with  the  idea  that  their  principal  is  rich  and  very 
able  to  pay,  and  not  a  few  of  them  are  of  faithless 
morality,  and  believe  that  he  is  a  great  goose, 
whose  feathers  rightfully  belong  to  him  who  can 
pluck  them;  and  if,  to  cap  the  climax,  he  himself 
puts  the  highest  possible  estimates  on  his  means, 
and  underrates  the  cost,  we  may  be  sure  he  will 
have  a  sad  time  in  footing  the  bills.  Last  year,  the 
annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  state  of  the  finances,  which  is  always  presented 
to  Congress  when  the  year  is  nearly  half  expired, 
over-estimated  the  revenue  of  the  then  current  year 
near  five  millions,  and  under-estimated  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  year  more  than  four  millions;  making, 
together,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  a  balance  against 
the  treasury  greater  than  his  estimate,  by  more 
than  nine  millions  ;  which,  of  course,  occasions,  in 
part,  the  necessity  for  the  loan  now  asked  for.  The 
Secretary  now  tells  us  that  a  loan  of  si.xleen  mil- 
lions will  carry  him  through  the  year.  If  the 
Secretary's  over-estimates  and  under-estimates  of 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  this  year  are  as 
wide  of  the  mark  as  I  have  shown  those  of  the  last 
to  have  been  at  the  corresponding  period  of  that 
year — say  nine  millions — that  sum,  added  to  the  six- 
teen, will  make  twcntyrfive  millions  as  the  amount 
of  loan  that  he  ought  to  have  asked  for.  But  gentle- 
men will  perhaps  say  that  this  has  put  him  on  his 
guard;  that  he  has  profiled  by  experience.    So  far 


from  it,  he  regretted  to  say  that  the  Secretary  has 
estimated  the  revenues  of  this  year  at  more  than 
eight  and  a  half  millions  above  the  receipts  of  the 
last,  the  estimates  of  the  receipts  for  this  year  being 
134,900,000,  while  tlie  sum  total  of  all  the  revenues 
of  last  year  was  $26,346,790  37.  There  is  every 
reason  to  believe  he  is  a^ain  five  millions  above 
the  mark.  For  example,  he  estimates  the  customs 
for  the  three  last  quarters  of  this  year  at  a  fraction 
under  twenty  millions,  (fJ19,893,742  59.)  The  re- 
turns for  the  first  of  those  three  quarters  are  now 
received,  showing  the  duties  for  that  quarter  to 
amount  only  to  a  fraction  over  five  and  a  quarter 
millions  ($5,337,874  84.)  The  actual  receipts  from 
the  customs  last  year  were  $23,747,804  66.  He 
estimates  the  customs  this  year  at  $31,000,000 — 
being  an  excess  over  the  actual  receipts  of  last 
yeai-  of  seven  and  a  quarter  millions. 

So  much  for  the  customs;  now  let  us  turn  to  the 
public  lands.  The  last  three  years  have  been 
years  of  great  prosperity  in  the  West  and  South- 
west, where  the  public  lands  are  situated.  For 
those  three  years  the  annual  average  income  from 
the  sales  of  the  lands  has  lieen  below  two  and  a 
half  millions,  ($2,419,942  66.)  In  his  annual  re- 
port ayear  ago,  the  Secretary  estimated  the  receipts 
of  the  public  lands  for  the  then  current  year  at 
$3,400,000.  His  reportof  this  yearshows  that  they 
actually  yielded  only  $2,498,355  20,  being  an  over- 
estimate of  near  a  million  of  dollars;  and  yet,  in 
the  face  of  these  facts,  he  ]iuts  down  his  estimate 
of  the  public  lands  for  this  year  at  $3,500,000. 
But  let  it  be  admitted  that  the  income  from  the 
public  lands  will  equal  his  calculations.  The 
question  then  arises,  can  he  use  the  moneys  de- 
rived from  this  source  to  pay  the  current  expenses 
of  the  Government.''  He  undoubtedly  can  use  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  first  two  quarters  of 
this  year  in  that  way;  but  he  has  no  right  so  to 
apply  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  made  after  the  first 
of  January  last.  In  his  estimates  of  this  year  and 
the  next  fiscal  year,  he  has  treated  the  moneys  to 
be  derived  from  this  source  as  though  they  belonged 
to  the  general  revenue,  and  were  to  be  used  for 
the  current  expenses  of  the  Government.  This, 
as  he  conceived,  was  in  direct  violation  of  the  act 
of  the  last  session  to  raise  a  loan  of  twenty-three 
millions  of  dollars,  which  specifically  pledged  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  to  pay,  first,  the  inter- 
est on  the  loan,  and  the  residue  to  be  applied  to 
the  purchase  of  the  stock  when  the  same  can  be 
bought  at  a  price  not  above  par.  That  gentlemen 
might  see  on  what  footing  this  branch  of  the  pub- 
lic revenue  is  placed  by  that  act,  he  would  read 
the  provision  on  that  subject,  which  is  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

"  That  for  the  payment  of  the  stock  which  may  be  created 
under  the  provisioiijjof  this  act,  tlie  sales  of  ttie  pul)lic  lands 
are  htrehy  pledged,  and  it  is  made  the  duty  of  Ihe  Secretary 
ol'  the  treasury  to  use  and  apply  all  moneys  which  may  he 
received  into  the  treasury  tor  the  sales  of  the  public  lands 
after  tiie  1st  day  of  January  1848,  first  to  pay  the  interest 
on  ail  storks  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act ;  and,  secondly,  to 
use  the  balance  of  said  receipts,  after  paying  tlie  interest 
aforesaid,  in  the  purchase  of  said  stocks  at  their  market 
value:  Provided^  no  more  than  par  sliall  be  paid  for  said 
stocks." 

Now,  this  act  makes  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  a  sinking  fund  for  the  liquidation  of  the  loan 
of  twenty-three  millions,  and  expressly  enjoins  it 
on  the  Secretary  so  to  apply  them.  He  believed 
those  in  this  House  holding  quite  opposite  opinions 
on  most  questions  of  finance  united  in  giving  this 
pledge  for  very  different  reasons.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  committee  that  reported  the  bill, 
and  very  well  recollected  what  his  own  reasons 
were.  He  thought  that  whatever  other  loans  the 
Mexican  war  might  render  necessary,  and  how- 
ever they  might  sink  in  the  market,  with  this  fund 
to  back  it,  this  stock  could  never  sink  to  a  low  ebb. 
Those  who  have  adventured  their  money  in  this 
stock  have  a  right  to  demand  a  faithful  execution 
of  this  pledge.  That  stock  is  now  below  jiar,  and 
it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  sustain  its  credit  by  a  faithful  appli- 
cation of  the  moneys  which  may  be  received  into 
the  treasury  from  the  sales  of  lands.  He  had  his 
reasons  for  agreeing  to  that  pledge,  in  which  the 
owners  of  the  stock  are  but  remotely  if  at  all  inter- 
ested. He  was  very  glad  to  take  this  branch  (f 
the  public  revenue  out  of  the  general  treasury, 
and  thereby  throw  the  support  of  the  Government 
upon  the  customs  alone,  as  one  of  the  surest 
means  of  compelling  the  Government,  under  the 
pressure  of  its  necessities,  to  abandon  at  an  earlier 
day  than  it  otherwise  would  its  mischievous  free- 
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trade  policy,  and  come  back  again  to  the  protec- 
tion of  thehome  labor  of  the  country,  as  the  only 
sure  fountain  of  public  prosperity  and  of  abund- 
ant supply  of  revenue.  He  had  another  reason 
which  weighed  strongly  with  him  for  giving  the 
lands  in  pledge.  For  near  a  quarter  of  a  century 
unceasing  efforts  had  been  made  in  both  branches 
of  Conirress  to  break  down  the  public  land  system 
and  squiuuler  the  lands,  by  reducing  the  price  so 
low  that  they  would  no  longer  be  regarded  as 
worthy  the  care  of  Congress  and  the  expense  of 
managing  them.  He  thought  this  pledge,  with 
all  those  who  held  that  public  pledge.^  should  be 
m;iintained  inviolate,  woiild  be  a  Lar  to  any  future 
legislation  that  should  impair  its  value.  And  )'et, 
in  the  face  of  all  this,  both  tlie  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  his  annual  message  to  Congress, 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annual 
report,  utterly  regardless  of  this  pledge  and  of  the 
express  duty  enjoined  upon  the  Secretary,  come 
back  to  the  attack  upon  this  land  fund  with 
renewed  vigor,  and  exhaust  all  their  energy  with 
no  little  sophis  ry  of  argument  to  induce  Congress 
to  reduce  the  price  of  the  lands.  And  for  what,  do 
you  think?  Not  as  the  raenns  of  paying  off  the 
debt  for  which  they  are  mortgaged,  but  as  the 
means  by  aid  of  which  they  expect  to  raise  the 
loan  now  asked  for.  And  that  there  may  be  no 
pretext  on  this  subject  for  a  repetition  of  the  argu- 
ment, which  only  a  few  days  since  was  urged  on 
this  floor,  that  a  powerless  minority  in  tlie  last 
Congress  had  acquiesced  in  Executive  usurpations 
because  it  made  no  movement  to  arrest  them,  he 
would  now  give  notice,  that  at  the  end  of  this 
quarter  he  would  move  a  resolution  to  inquire  if 
the  injunctions  of  that  law  had  been  obeyed. 

Others  of  different  opinions  from  his  own  were 
in  fiwor  of  giving  this  pledge,  since  it  would  put 
an  end  to  the  policy  of  distributing  the  proceeds 
of  the  lands  among  the  States.  Now,  it  is  not  a 
little  remarkable  that  the  Secretary  assumes  that 
this  pledge  has  interposed  an  insuperable  bar 
against  distribution,  wiiile  at  the  same  time  he 
utterly  disregards  it  in  all  other  respects.  Had  it 
not  been  for  this  notice  of  it  by  the  Secretary,  he 
should  have  presumed  that  both  he  and  the  Presi- 
dent had  inadvertently  recommended  a  policy  sub- 
versive of  the  express  injunctions  of  the  law.  No 
matter  if  all  the  results  could  be  realized  which  the 
President  and  Secretary  seem  to  imagine  would 
follow  fiom  a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  public 
lands,  still  not  a  dollar  of  it  could  be  lawfully  used 
in  aid  of  the  loan  now  under  consideration,  nor  in 
aid  of  the  other  ex]icnscs  of  the  Government,  any 
further  than  so  much  of  the  moneys  from  the  sales 
of  lands  as  will  pay  the  accruing  interest  on  the 
twenty-three  million  loan  would  to  that  extent 
diminish  the  current  expenses  of  the  Government. 
The  interest  on  the  part  of  that  loan  now  drawing 
interest,  and  on  the  whole  of  it  for  next  year,  will 
amount  to  two  and  a  half  millions  for  this  year 
and  the  next.  In  addition  to  that,  eighteen  hundred 
thousand  dollars  have  been  received  prior  to  the 
first  of  January,  which  is  not  under  pledge;  ma- 
king together  four  millions  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  as  the  whole  amount  that  can  be  used 
this  year  and  next  from  the  sales  of  the  lands  in 
aid  of  the  general  charges  on  the  treasury,  let  the 
sales  amount  to  what  they  may;  while  the  esti- 
mated receipts  for  the  two  years"are  six  and  a  half 
millions;  making,  therefore,  an  over-estimate,  in 
any  event,  of  more  than  two  millions  from  this 
branch  of  the  jjublic  revenue.  But  if  he  had  time 
to  do  it,  he  thought  he  could  demonstrate  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  the  Mouse  that  it  was  hardly  possible 
to  prevent  the  Mexican  bounty  land  wrurants  from 
absorbing  for  several  years  to  come  nearly  all  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales,  as  little  else  will  be  paid  for 
lands  while  they  are  outstanding,  and  remain  at 
their  present  reduced  price,  being  in  the  market 
worth  but  little  more  than  half  the  Government 
price  ()f  the  quantity  of  land  which  they  will  buy. 
If  this  unfortunate  result  should  be  realized,  then 
nearly  the  whole  amount  of  the  Secretary's  esti- 
mate for  the  lands  would  have  to  be  deducted 
from  the  means  of  the  treasury,  and  the  interest 
of  even  the'tweniy-ihrec  million  loan  provided  for 
otherwise.  And  here  he  would  dismiss  the  sub- 
ject of  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, and  bestow  some  attention  on  those  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  which  are  much  wider  of  the 
mark. 

He  had    already  shown,  that  in   the  estimates 
presented  last  year  for  the  expenses  of  the  then 


current  year,  between  the  over-estimates  and  under- 
estimates of  the  two  Secretaries,  the  treasury  was 
worse  oiTat  the  end  of  the  year  than  they  had  cal- 
culated by  more  than  nine  millions  of  dollars;  and 
that,  in  his  estimates  for  the  now  current  year,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  evidently  fallen 
again  into  the  same  error;  and  that,  in  forming  an 
opinion  as  to  the  extent  of  the  wants  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  this  year  over  the  loan  now  asked  for, 
we  must  add  to  it  the  amount  of  the  Secretary's 
over-estimate  of  receipts  for  the  year,  amounting 
in  all  probability  to  at  least  five  or  more  millions 
of  dollars,  which  would  bring  the  loan  wanted 
from  sixteen  up  to  twenty-one  millions.  To  this 
must  be  added  whatever  may  be  the  under-esti- 
mates  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  At  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  when  the  regular  estimates  were 
presented  for  the  present  fiscal  year,  which  com- 
menced on  the  1st  of  July,  1847,  the  whole  ex- 
penditures for  the  year,  in  all  branches  of  the 
public  service,  were  estimated  at  $45,781,784  51. 
We  have  gone  through  one  month  over  half  of  the 
year,  and  the  estimates  already  sent  in  for  the  year 
amount  to  |62,783,660  07,  composed  of  the  fol- 
lowing items :  Estimated  expenditures  for  the 
current  year,  as  set  down  in  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  for  the  current  year,  the 
sum  of  5^58,615,660  07;  between  the  9th  of  Decem- 
ber, the  date  of  that  report,  and  the  date  of  the 
acting  Secretary's  letter  to  Congress  of  the  19th  of 
January,  in  which  he  informed  the  House  that  the 
loan  could  be  reduced  to  twelve  millions,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  had  sent  in  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  further  estimates  to  the  amount 
of  ^3,808,000,  and  on  the  3d  instant  the  Secretary 
of  War  sent  in  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  a  further  estimate  for  a  deficiency  in  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  of  $360,000;  making 
altogether  the  before-mentioned  sum  of  ^62,783,- 
660  07,  as  the  estimated  expenditures  of  the  year 
which  began  on  the  1st  of  July  last,  instead  of  the 
sum  of  §45,781,784  5],  as  originally  estimated  at 
the  beginning  of  the  last  session  of  Congress.  Of 
this  last  sum,  the  Secretary  of  War  estimated  for 
the  army  proper,  volunteers,  and  ordnance  depart- 
ment, the  sum  of  ^23,978,929  25;  while  the  esti- 
mated deficiencies  sent  in  at  the  present  session  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the  army  proper,  volun- 
teers, and  ordnance,  amount  to  the  additional  sum 
ofp4,033,439  74  If  we  bear  in  mind  that  the 
mere  excess  over  the  estimates  for  this  branch  of 
the  public  service  for  a  single  year  is  equal  to  the 
whole  annual  expense  (except  the  payments  made 
on  account  of  the  public  debt)  of  the  entire  Gov- 
ernment under  the  administration  of  the  younger 
Adams,  we  may  well  be  startled  at  this  disclo- 
sure of  what  is  now  going  on.  But  it  is  said,  by 
way  of  excuse  for  this,  that  a  larger  force  has  been 
called  into  the  service  than  was  anticipated  when 
the  estimates  were  originally  made  for  the  year. 
Undoubtedly  a  larger  force  has  been  called  out 
than  was  provided  for  in  those  estimates;  but  is 
that  an  excuse  for  the  omission?  The  true  ques- 
tion is,  ought  not  these  troops  to  have  been  esti- 
mated for;  and,  if  so,  why  was  it  omitted?  Has 
the  Administration  since  undertaken  any  great 
military  expedition  or  ntovement  not  then  begun 
or  decided  upon  ?  Were  not  our  troops  then  in 
New  Mexico  and  California  ?  Was  not  General 
Taylor  as  far  advanced  into  Mexico  as  at  this  day? 
Was  not  the  invasion  of  Mexico  through  Vera 
Cruz  then  decided  upon?  and  had  not  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief then  gone  from  this  city  to  organ- 
ize and  take  command  of  the  expedition?  Had 
not  both  the  Commander-in-chief  and  General 
Taylor,  when  called  upon  officially,  given  it  as 
their  opinion  that  to  accomplish  all  that  was  de- 
cided upon  would  require  a  larger  force  than  has 
even  yet  been  called  into  the  service? 

But,  waiving  these  inquiries,  have  the  whole 
amount  of  the  deficicntiies  for  this  year  been  even 
yet  presented  to  Congress?  He  was  afraid  not. 
It  appears  that  the  Gluartermasler  General,  on  the 
4th  of  November,  estimated  the  deficiency  in  his 
branch  of  the  service  as  follows:  For  arrearages  in 
iheGLuartermaster's  Department  proper, seven  mil- 
lions five  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  for  cloth- 
ing, camp  and  giirrison  equijiage,  nine  hundred  and 
sixty  thousantl  dollars — making  in  all  an  estimated 
average  of  eight  millions  four  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  dollars.  In  submitting  this  estimate  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  along  with  it  his  esti- 
mate for  the  next  fiscal  year,  amounting  for  that 
year  to  ^9,29 1,200,  the  (iuartermaster  General 


remarks  that  "  these  estimates  are  based  upon  the 
'  supposition  that  there  will  be  from  fifty  to  fifty- 
'  five  thousand  men  in  the  pay  of  the  Government 
'  to  be  provided  for,  to  keep  thirty-five  thousand 
'  effective  men  in  the  field;  and  that  force  is  far  too 
'  small  for  any  valuable  purpose.     The  force  esti- 
'  mated  for  will  every  man  of  them  be  required." 
The  Secretary  of  War,  notwithstanding,  returned 
these  estimates  to  the  (Quartermaster  General  for 
revision  and  reduction.     And  on  the  15th  of  No- 
vember, the  (Quartermaster  General  again  handed 
in  these  estimates,  having  cut  down  the  estimate 
for  arrearages  in  the  (Quartermaster's  Department 
proper  from  seven  millions  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  five  millions,  and  the  estimate  of  arrear- 
age for  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  from 
nine  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  to  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars — making  a  reduction  in  the  last 
item  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars, 
and  in  the  former  of  two  millions  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  being  in  both  a  reduction  of  two  mil- 
lions eight  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  be- 
low his  first  estimate.  At  the  same  time,  he  reduced 
the  estimate  for  the  (^.uartermaster's  Department 
for  the  next  fiscal  year  from  nineteen  millions  two 
hundred  and  ninety-one  thousand  two  hundred  dol- 
lars, as  first  estimated,  to  fourteen  millions   two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars — being  a  reduc- 
tion on  next  year's  original   estimate   of  five  mil- 
lions forty-one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars;  and 
a  reduction  in  the  original  estimate  for  the  arrear- 
ages of  this  and  for  the  service   of  next  year  of 
seven  millions  nine  hundred   and    one   thousand 
two  hundred  dollars.     In  submitting  these  reduc- 
tions,  the  (Quartermaster   General   writes  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  that  his  first  estimates"  were 
'  made  out  from  data  derived  from  the  experience 
'  of  the  last  year;"  and  he  also  says,  "  Whether 
'  those  reductions   be  judicious  time  must  deter- 
'  mine.     I  would  not  have  ventured  to  make  them 
'  but  for  the   fact  that  two  sessions  of  Congress 
'  will    have    terminated    before    the  expiration  of 
'  the  fiscal  year  for  which  the  estimates  now  sub- 
'  mitted  have  been   made."     Now  this  looks   di- 
rectly to  large  deficiencies  again  next  year,  which 
will   go    to   swell   the  loan  that  will  then  be  re- 
quired.    By  direction  of  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means  he  (Mr.  V.)  addressed  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  know  why  the  original  esti- 
tYiates  were  cut  down,  and  to  ask  him  for  a  copy 
of  those  estimates  with  the  Ciuartermaster  Gener- 
al's letter   to   him  accompanying  them.     On   the 
24th  of  .January,  the  Secretary  of  War  furnished 
the  committee  with  a  copy  of  the  original  estimates, 
and  a  copy  of  the  (Quartermaster  General's  letter. 
The  Secretary  also  transmitted  to  the  committee  a 
report  to  him  from  the  (Quartermaster  General  of 
the  18th  of  January  last,  to  whom  the  Secretary 
had  referred  the  committee's  letter  of  inquiry.     In 
that  report,  the  (Quartermaster  General  says  to  the 
Secretary  "that  the  estimate  for  the  service  of  the 
'  year  was  reduced  in  consequence  of  the  informa- 
'  tion  which  you  communicated  to  me  as  to  the  pol- 
'  icy  intended  to   be  adhered  to  by  the  Executive, 
'and  from  having  ascertained,  between  the  4th  and 
'  25th  of  November,  that  the  expenses  of  supporting 
'  the  troops  in  the  interior  of  Mexico  were  not  so 
'great  as  I  had  estimated  them."     He  concludes 
this  report  in  a  manner  so  guarded  as  to  show  that 
he  had    no  confidence  in    being  able  to  carry  out 
these  reductions.    He  says,  in  conclusion,  "should 
'  there  be  no  heavy  losses  of  properly,  and  no  ex- 
'  traordinary  operations  undertaken  during  the  year, 
'  and  the  troops  be  not  increased,  1  think  the  sums 
'  asked   for  will  be  sufficient;  but  the   most  rigid 
'  economy  will  be  required  to  make  them  do."     It 
is  very  improbable  that  none  of  these  contingen- 
cies will  occur  in  the  course  of  the  next  eighteen 
months,  if  the  war  continue;  and  it  is  almost  cer- 
tain that  all  of  them  will  happen.     We  may  there- 
fore put  it  down  as  settled   that   these  reductions 
will  all  be  called  for.     And  in  proof  of  it,  on  the 
3d  of  the   present  month,  only  ten  days  after  his 
letter  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the 
Secretary  of  War  writes  to  the  committee  that  a 
contingency  had   happened  which    made  it  neces- 
sary to  have  an  additional  ^60,000  for  the  Cloth- 
ing Department,  which  brings  back  the  arrearage 
for  clothing  from  the  reduced  sum  of  six  hundred 
thousand  to  nine  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dol- 
lars, at  which  the  Ciuartermaster  General  had  ori- 
ginally estimated  it. 

If  we  would  make  safe  provision  for  the  present 
fiscal  year,  we  shall  restore  the  two  millions  eight 
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hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  which  were 
taken  away  from  the  Quartermaster  General's 
original  estimate.  If  this  be  done,  and  we  assume 
thc^e  will  be  no  other  expenditures  during  the 
year  beyond  what  is  already  estimated  for,  and  no 
addition  made  to  the  army,  then  the  wants  of  the 
Government  for  this  year  beyond  its  means  will 
stand  thus:  To  the  loan  of  sixteen  millions  now 
asked  for  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  add  five 
millions  for  over-estimate  of  the  revenue  of  the 
year,  and  add  also  two  millions  eight  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  dollars  for  the  under-estimate  of 
the  expenditures  in  the  War  Department,  and 
there  must  be  raised  by  loan  to  carry  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  1st  of  July  next  twenty-two  millions 
eight  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars.  And 
the  loan  of  the  last  session,  which  was  intended  to 
provide  for  the  whole  of  the  present  yeai;,  instead  of 
twenty-three  millions,  which  the  Secretary,  as  al- 
ready stated,  informed  Congress  was  all  that  would 
be  wanted,  should  have  been  for  forty-five  millions 
eight  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars.  If  the 
sixteen  millions  now  proposed  to  be  raised  will 
meet  the  wants  of  the  Government,  then  the  pub- 
lic debt  at  the  end  of  the  present  fiscal  year  (June 
30th)  will  be  sixty-six  millions  of  dollars.  If  you 
add  to  this  seven  millions  eight  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  dollars  for  the  over-estimates  of  receipts 
and  under-estimate  of  expenditures,  as  already  ex- 
plained, the  debt  at  that  date  will  be  seventy-three 
millions  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

Let  us  now  see  what  addition  will  be  made  to 
this  amount  at  the  end  of  the  next  fiscal  year, 
whicja  ought  properly  to  be  provided  for  at  the 
present  session  of  Congress.  The  appropriations 
for  next  year,  which  begins  on  the  1st  of  July 
next,  must  be  made  at  this  session,  and,  when  the 
appropriations  are  made,  the  means  to  pay  them 
ought  to  be  provided  at  the  same  time,  instead  of 
raising  loans  on  an  emergency,  as  we  are  now 
obliged  to  do,  by  reason  of  the  short  estimate  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  when  the  twenty- 
three  million  loan  bill  was  passed  at  the  last  ses- 
sion. He  shouldhave  ample  time  to  negotiate  his 
loan  before  the  money  is  wanted.  It  is,  therefore, 
the  clear  duty  of  the  Executive  to  ask  that  provi- 
sion may  be  made  at  this  session  for  all  the  wants 
of  the  Government  for  the  next  year,  and  not 
come,  as  at  present,  a  year  behind  the  proper 
time. 

What,  he  (Mr.  V.)  would  ask,  will  be  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  the  next  fiscal  year? 
And  what  will  be  the  deficiency  that  must  be  pro- 
vided for  by  loan  ?  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
estimates  it  at  twenty  millions  five  hundred  thou- 
sand. He  (Mr.  V.)  was  afraid  that  in  this  the 
Secretary  was  again  as  much  below  the  mark  as 
we  now  know  he  was  a  year  ago.  He  estimates 
the  receipts  for  next  year  at  thn'ty-five  millions — 
thirty-two  from  customs  and  three  from  the  public- 
lands.  Now,  he  had  already  shown,  that  to  the 
extent  of  the  interest  on  the  twenty  million  loan 
of  last  year,  and  no  further,  can  he  use  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  year;  and  there  is  great  cause  to  fear  that 
the  soldiers'  bounty  land  warrants  will  so  dry  up 
the  sales  as  not  to  bring  money  enough  from  that 
source  to  pay  even  the  interest  on  that  loan. 
r-  Then  there  is  nothing  left  to  fall  back  upon  but 
the  customs.  So  many  causes — many  of  them 
oftentimes  accidental  or  occult — which  are  brought 
suddenly  into  action,  so  greatly  influence  the  com- 
merce of  the  country,  that  no  certain  estimates  can 
be  made — they  must  of  necessity  be  approxima- 
tions only  to  the  truth.  Judging,  however,  from 
certain  great  and  general  causes  now  at  work,  the 
revenue  from  the  customs  for  the  year  which  be- 
gins on  the  1st  of  July  next  cannot  be  safely  esti- 
mated at  more  than  twenty-six  or  twenty-seven 
millions — say  twenty-seven — and  put  the  land  at 
a  million  and  a  half,  making  twenty-eight  and  a 
half  for  the  year.  This  is  the  measure  of  the 
means  of  the  Government.  He  therefore  deducted 
six  and  a  half  millions  from  the  Secretary's  esti- 
mate. What,  on  the  other  hand,  will  be  the  ex- 
penditures? There  is  now  a  much  larger  force  in 
the  public  service  than  was  employed  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  present  year;  and  the  fact  that  the 
Executive  is  pressing  Congress  for  a  large  addition 
to  it  shows  that,  even  if  no  more  troops  are  grant- 
ed by  Congress,  all  now  there  will  continue  to  be 
employed,  and  that  therefore  there  is  not  the  re- 
motest probability  that  the  expenses  of  the  next 
year  will  fall  below  those  of  this,  assuming  them 


j  to  be  no  more.  He  had  before  shown  that  the  es- 
j  timates  for  this  year  already  sent  in,  amount  to 
sixty-two  milhons  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three 
thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty  dollars;  that  prob- 
ably two  and  a  half  millions  must  be  added  to  that 
for  under-estimales  in  the  duartermaster's  Depart- 
ment— bringing  it  up  to  upwards  of  sixty-five 
millions;  to  which  must  be  added  at  least  two  mil- 
lions for  additional  interest  next  year  on  the  loan 
now  proposed  to  be  raised,  and  that  which  must 
be  raised  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  year^ — say  sixty-seven  millions  of 
dollars.  From  this  amount  take  the  next  year's 
revenue — twenty-eight  and  a  half  millions — and 
there  will  be  a  deficiency  of  thirty-eight  and  a  half 
millions  to  be  provided  for  by  loan,  instead  of 
twenty  millions  and  a  half,  as  estimated  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury — showing  that  the  esti- 
mate for  this  year  and  next  is  about  equally  be- 
low the  real  wants  of  the  Government;  that  for 
next  year,  upon  this  calculation,  beisg  seventeen 
millions  less  than  the  wants  of  the  Government, 
while  that  for  this  year  is  now  admitted  to  have 
been  sixteen  millions  too  small,  with  every  prob- 
ability, as  he  had  before  shown,  that  the  deficit 
to  be  supplied  by  loan  will  reach  twenty-three 
millions  or  more.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that 
the  duartermaster  General's  estimate  alone  for  the 
next  year  was  cut  down  five  millions  and  forty- 
one  thousand  in  the  manner  before  stated;  the 
original  estimate  having  been  for  that  department 
$19,291,200,  which  was  reduced  to  $14,250,000. 
The  Q-uartermaster  General,  it  will  also  be  borne 
in  mind,  says  it  will  require  the  most  rigid  econ- 
omy to  make  the  reduced  estimates  do,  should 
there  be  no  heavy  losses  of  property,  no  extraor- 
dinary operations  undertaken  during  the  year, 
and  the  troops  be  not  increased.  We  know  that 
more  troops  are  urgently  demanded;  that  losses  of 
;  property  must  'occur;  that  the  Executive  has  now 
\  changed  his  policy,  and  is  resolved  upon  carrying 
the  war  to  the  vitals  of  the  enemy,  which,  in  plain 
English,  means  to  overrun  and  subdue  the  whole 
vast  territory  of  Mexico;  and,  in  pursuance  of  that 
policy,  we  already  hear  that  great  operations  are 
organizing  for  the  reduction  of  Potosi  and  Q,u(;r- 
etaro.  What,  then,  will  be  the  public  debt  at  the 
i  end  of  the  next  fiscal  year,  if  the  war  continue? 
j  This  has  become  a  solemn  and  alarming  inquiry. 
I  He  had  already  put  down  the  probable  debt  at  the 
Lend  of  this  year  at  seventy-three  millions  eight 
I  hundred  thousand  dollars.  If  to  that  be  added 
[  thirty-eight  and  a  half  millions  for  the  deficit  of 
'  next  year,  the  amount,  at  the  close  of  that  year, 
I  will  be  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twelve  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

If,  however,  the  sixteen  millions  now  asked 
for  will  do  for  this  year,  then  the  debt  at  the 
end  of  next  year,  should  there  be  a  deficit  of  no 
more  than  thirty-eight  and  a  half  millions  in 
that  year,  will  be  but  one  hundred  and  four  and 
a  half  millions.  According  to  the  estimates  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  debt  at  the 
end  of  the  next  year  will  be  eighty-six  and  a 
half  millions.  These  estimates  are  all  predica- 
ted upon  the  supposition  that  the  increased  force 
asked  for  is  not  raised.  If  that  is  raised,  it  must 
largely  increase  the  public  expenditures.  It  must 
be  estimated  for,  and  appropriations  made  here- 
after for  its  support.  Any  one  of  these  estimates 
exhibits  a  sad  prospect  for  the  country.  Looking 
at  this  bill  as  a  mere  money  transaction  between 
the  Government  and  the  public  creditor,  it  may  be 
thought  to  be  more  honest  than  expedient  to  make 
a  disclosure  of  the  present  and  prospective  condi- 
tion of  the  financial  afl'airs  of  the  country;  but  it  is 
not  to  be  forgotten  that  there  is  another  party 
whose  agents  we  are,  the  tax -paying  people,  who 
must  foot  the  bills,  and  who  have  a  right  to  know 
the  truth  and  the  whole  truth — to  know  how,  by 
whom,  and  for  what  their  money  is  expended. 
He  felt  bound  to  say,  that  from  the  nature  and 
uncertainty  of  the  facts  from  which  many  of  the 
opinions  he  had  stated  are  deduced,  he  could  not 
rely  with  entire  confidence  in  the  correctness  of 
all  his  conclusions  ;  but  they  were  nevertheless 
conclusions  he  could  not  avoid  coming  to.  He 
sincerely  hoped,  for  the  sake  of  the  country,  that 
his  calculations  were  as  much  above  the  future 
wants  of  the  Government  as  the  past  estimates  of 
the  Executive  are  now  known  to  have  been  below 
them. 

Mr.  LIGON  said  :  Mr.  Chairman,  this  bill, 
to  provide  means  to  supply  a  deficiency  in   the 


treasury  during  the  present  year,  will,  except  as  to 
the/or»i  which  it  shall  assume,  meet  with  no  con- 
siderable opposition  in  either  branch  of  Congress. 
At  least  I  venture  to  hope  for  such  a  result. 

This  being  the  case,  instead  of  submitting  an 
argument  in  favor  of  a  measure  which  may  rea- 
sonably be  supposed  not  likely  to  meet  opposition, 
except  as  to  the  form  which  it  should  take,  I  shall 
embrace  this  opportunity  to  submit  my  views  upon 
a  subject  nearly  allied  to  this,  and  which  has  been 
brought  to  our  notice  in  two  ways:  first,  by  a 
message  of  the  President,  which,  as  yet,  has  not 
been  disposed  of;  and,  secondly,  by  bills  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Commerce  on  Thursday,  the 
3d  instant — I  refer  to  the  subject  of  the  improve- 
ments of  rivers  and  harbors  at  the  expense  of  the 
Federal  Government. 

Perhaps  no  better  time  than  this  can  be  found  to 
say  to  this  House  and  to  the  country,  that  in 
voting  for  bills  to  increase  the  public  debt  and  the 
public  taxes  to  support  the  army  and  navy,  now 
employed  on  foreign  service,  it  is  ray  firm  purpose 
not  to  be  accessory  to  any  movement  to  increase 
either  the  one  or  the  other;  to  promote  objects  not 
indispensably  necessary  to  sustain  the  national 
honor,  to  provide  for  just  claims  upon  the  treas- 
ury, and  to  carry  on  the  ordinary  and  legitimate 
business  of  the  Government. 

No  general  bill,  exclusively  providing  for  the 
improvement  of  navigable  rivers,  and  of  lake,  gulf, 
and  ocean  harbors,  has  been  passed  into  a  law  by 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  during  the  last 
seven  years.  But  few  laws  of  that  kind  have  been 
enacted  by  this  Government  from  the  day  of  its 
imperfect  organization  in  1776  up  to  this  its  period 
of  matured  fullness  and  power.  Perhaps  so  few 
general  appropriations  have  been  made,  that  gen- 
tlemen may  not  be  prepared  to  affirm  that  it  has 
ever  been  "  the  settled  policy"  of  this  Government 
either  to  enter  upon  or  to  prosecute  a  "general 
system  of  internal  improvements."  Be  this  as  it 
may,  however,  the  bills  soon  to  be  under  consid- 
eration, and  upon  which,  in  some  form  or  other, 
we  shall  be  called  upon  officially  to  act,  devolve 
upon  the  members  of  this  House,  each  for  himself, 
the  duty  of  examining  this  great  question  of  inter- 
nal improvements  by  the  General  Government; 
and  this  examination  has  to  be  made  with  a  direct 
reference  to  the  propriety  of  voting  for  or  against 
the  policy  of  resuscitating  those  internal  improve- 
ment measures  which  obtained  for  a  time,  but  were 
abandoned  a  few  years  ago,  in  consequence  of  the 
interposition  of  the  Executive  veto. 

The  first  question  that  naturally  arises  for  the 
consideration  of  a  representative  of  a  constituent 
body,  is  that  o? power:  has  Congress  the  constitu- 
tional power  to  grant  the  money  asked  for,  for  the 
object  specified  ?  All  acknowledge  that  while  Con- 
gress has  the  'physical  power  to  vote  for  or  against 
a  bill,  irrespective  of  any  and  of  all  obligations, 
human  and  divine;  it  is  yet  morally  bound  to  vote 
for  certain  measures  in  accordance  to  the  express 
commands  of  the  Constitution;  and  there  are  cer- 
tain other  measures,  so  grossly  at  war  with  its 
provisions,  for  which,  were  they  presented,  no 
representative  would  have  a  moral  right  to  vote. 

The  question  of  constitutional  right,  presented 
by  these  bills,  has,  on  various  occasions,  been  ably 
and  elaborately  discussed  by  many  of  the  wisest 
statesmen  who  have  adorned  our  country.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  the  ability  of  those  who  have  dis- 
cussed, and  the  number  of  years  through  which 
the  discussion  has  run,  diverse  opinions  aie  still 
entertained,  not  only  among  the  people,  but  also 
among  the  most  eminent  statesmen  of  the  times, 
upon  the  question  of  the  constitutional  power  of 
Congress  to  remove  obstructions  from  rivers,  to 
construct  and  clear  out  harbors,  make  roads,  dig 
canals,  and  to  build  bridges.  To  attempt  to  add 
anything  either  interesting  or  useful  upon  a  con- 
stitutional subject,  which  the  greatest  minds  of  our 
nation  have  exhausted  without  being  able  to  settle 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  country,  would  be  held  in 
me  (I  fear)  as  inexcusable  presumjition.  Whilst, 
therefore,  I  may  be  pardoned  for  saying  that  I 
have  formed  my  opinions  upon  this  subject,  not 
withoUit  some  study  and  reflection,  I  am  quite  sure 
I  should  not  be,  were  I  egotistical  enough  to  repeat 
them  here. 

I  shall,  therefore,  leave  the  constitutional  view 
of  this  question  as  1  find  it;  and  this  the  more 
readily,  as  there  are  other  reasons  of  sufficient 
weight  to  determine  the  course  of  action  proper 
to  be  pursued  at  this  conjuncture  in  relation  to 
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such  hills,  withoiu  raising  this  primary  question 
of  constitutional  power.  These  reasons  may  be 
found,  in  "part,  in  the  circumstances  which  we  find 
our  country  placed  at  this  time;  in  the  past  legis- 
lative course  pursued  by  Congress  towards  certain 
cities;  and  in  the  injustice  towards  many  millions 
ol"  people,  of  which  these  bills  would  be  the  occa- 
sion, should  they  be  passed  into  laws. 

And,  first,  let  us  look  at  the  circumstances  by 
which  we  are  surrounded. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  officially  informs 
us  that  the  estimated  receipts  into  the  treasury 
during  the  coming  year  may  be  stated  at  $35,100,- 
000.  Gentlemen  upon  the  oilier  side  of  ihe  Hall 
think  this  estimate  a  large  one — so  do  I;  but  still 
it  is  the  ofticial  one,  and  it  was  made  out  with 
great  care,  and  after  a  very  deliberate  survey  of 
the  sources  of  revenue.  The  Secretary  also  tells 
us  that  our  expenses  during  this  year  will  be 
^15,730,000  greater  than  our  income;  and  during 
the  next  year,  our  expenses  will  be  $20,500,000 
greater  than  our  income. 

The  pieseiit  fiscal  year  ends  on  the  30th  of  June 
next;  and  on  that  day,  notwithstanding  the  large 
loan.s  made  during  the  past  few  months,  the  defi- 
ciency in  the  treasury  will,  it  is  estimated  by  the 
Secretary,  be  $15,730,000.  Many  gentlemen,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  estimate  the  defi- 
ciency at  a  far  larger  sum. 

Money  to  that  large  amount  7ims(  be  obtained 
by  Congress,  and  placed  in  the  treasury  prior  to 
the  30th  of  June,  to  prevent  the  national  credit 
from  beinsr  dishonored.  How  shall  this  large  sum 
be  obtained  r  By  borrowing,  or  by  taxation,  or  by 
a  resort  to  both  means.' 

Borrowin<c  creates  a  debt,  to  be  paid  off  from 
the  avaiLs  of  subsequent  taxation.  It  is  a  draft 
upon  the  future  for  the  benefit  of  the  present;  and, 
if  resorted  to  with  an  intent  to  shift  the  burdens 
legitimately  belonging  to  the  present  generation 
upon  the  shoulders  of  a  succeeding  one,  it  is  an 
unwarranted  draft  upon  the  treasury  of  a  descrip- 
tion by  no  means  reputable.  Present  necessity 
often  prompts  governments  to  an  acceptance  of 
bankers'  "  days  of  grace,"  but  does  not  justify  an 
avoidance  of  the  debt.  A  just  debt  may  not,  with 
honor,  be  denied,  or  avoided;  but  provision  for 
its  liquidation  must  be  provided  by  him  who  ob- 
tains the  just  and  the  full  consideration.  But, 
besides  that,  it  is  honest  for  us  to  pay  our  oivn 
debts,  instead  of  bequeathing  them  as  an  unwel- 
come legacy  to  our  children.  The  creation  and 
issuance^of  large  amounts  of  evidences  of  national 
indebtedness  must  inevitably  affect  the  values  of 
similar  paper-ciedits  put  forth  by  the  several  States, 
and  by  cities,  corporatiori.s,  and  individuals.  The 
amounts  thus  issued,  and  thus  in  danger  of  being 
iiijiued,  by  our  uttering  paper  to  enter  into  compe- 
tition for  the  money  of  the  capitalists,  are  very 
large  and  very  important.  The  bonds  of  the  States 
call  for,  it  is  supposed,  near  $180,000,000;  the 
bonds  of  cities,  of  counties,  and  of  villages,  rep- 
resent at  least  an  equal  sum;  the  bonds  of  railroads 
and  canals,  of  turnpikes  and  bridges,  probably 
equal  $200,000,000;  and  the  bonds  and  other  evi- 
dences of  debt  (other  than  those  circulating  as 
money)  uttered  by  the  banks,  by  manufacturing, 
mercantile,  mechanical,  and  other  legal  corpora- 
tions, probably  exceed  the  last-named  sum.  The 
amount  of  bonds,  notes,  and  other  evidences  of 
debt,  issued  by  private  individuals  throughout 
our  widely-extended  country,  of  course  cannot 
he  known.  It  is  difficult  to  form  a  rational  con- 
jecture as  to  the  amount.  We  only  know  that 
the  gross  sum  must,  from  the  adventurous  char- 
acter of  our  people,  be  prodigious.  I  have  seen  the 
assesfied  value  of  the  real  and  personal  property  of 
the  United  States  staled  m  four  lliousand  millions  of 
dollars.  If  thisstatemenliscoi  rect,  (and  1  know  not 
what,  ifany,  reliance  is  to  beplaced  upon  it,)  ihtrcal 
value  of  the  real  and  j)crsonal  property  owned  by 
the  individuals  composing  oiir  nation  in  three  times 
greater,  at  the  least;  for  we  all  know  how  low  prop- 
erty is  estimated,  and  how  large  a  firoportion  es- 
capes assessment  altogether.  It  is  also  stated  that 
the  daily  payments  at  the  counters  of  banks, 
insurance  and  trust  companies,  and  brokers,  in 
the  city  of  New-York,  equal  about  $4,000,000. 
Reasoning  from  these  items,  it  would  seem  safe  to 
assume  that  the  various  evidences  of  debt,  in  till 
forms,  uttered  by  individuals,  will  amount  to  one 
thousand  millions  uP  dollars.  Thi.s,  including 
those  issued  by  the  nation,  Stales,  cities,  counties, 
villages,  railroads,  canals,  banks,  other  corpora- 


tions, and  individuals,  would  form  an  aggregate  of 
evidences  of  indebtedness  of  two  thousand  miK 
lioiis  of  dollars,  to  represent  twelve  thousand  mil- 
lions of  dollars  of  properly.  With  such  an  amount 
of  obligations  to  be  affected  by  our  action  here  for 
good  or  for  evil,  can  we  be  too  cautious  in  our 
financial  movements?  If,  by  unnecessarily  throw- 
ing large  loans  into  the  money  mai'kct,  and  ab- 
stracting therefrom,  at  high  rates,  and  at  short  no- 
tice, large  sums,  we  produce  a  stringent  action, 
that  increases  the  rales  of  interest,  lessens  the 
worth  of  produce  and  of  real  estate,  and  of  paper 
based  upon  them,  and  occasions  the  sale  of  evi- 
dences of  debt  m  general  at  losing  rates,  are  we 
not  justly,  and  in  verity,  responsible  to  our  fellow- 
countrymen  for  this  de[)recialion  of  their  proper- 
ty.' But  it  may  be  said,  increased  taxation  will 
also  distress  individuals  and  corporations,  and 
lessen  the  values  of  their  property.  This  is  fully 
admitted.  It  will  certainly  do  so.  Perhaps  no 
more  curious  iuquir)'-  could  be  started  than  what 
would  be  the  amount  of  the  increased  value  of  the 
various  properties  possessed  by  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, if  eveiy  rspecies  of  taxation  were  totally  ab- 
rogated. Taxation  is  not  only  an  evil,  but  it  is  a 
great  and  a  constantly  increasing  evil  in  this  coun- 
try. But  is  it  not  better  to  pay  at  least  a  part  of 
the  extra  expenses  we  are  now  incurring,  by  call- 
ing upon  all  of  the  people  to  contribute  their  pro 
rata  share  than  to  create  a  national  debt  of  a  cum- 
brous character.'  and  especially  if  that  debt  has 
to  be  created  suddenly,  and  at  the  risk  of  disturb- 
ing the  business  relations,  and  of  lessening  the 
value  of  the  property  of  the  whole  country.' 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  a  war,  from  which  I  am 
convinced  the  Representatives  of  the  American 
people  will  never  consent  to  be  ingloriously  extri- 
cated. We  have  offered  peace  to  Me.xico  so  often, 
that  they  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  peace 
would  be  the  greatest  boon  they  have  it  in  their 
power  to  bestow  upon  us.  Now,  unfortunately, 
they  are  not  in  a  humor  to  gratify  us:  our  gallant 
armies  having  inspired  them  with  more  respect 
than  love,  more  admiration  than  ^rn/t<M(/e.  What, 
then,  remains  for  us  to  do,  consistent  alike  with 
the  honor  of  our  country,  and  the  domestic  inter- 
ests of  our  people.'  Is  it  not,  clearly,  to  vote 
appropriations,  which,  if  judiciously  applied,  will 
be  most  likely  to  ensure  us  that  peace  which  Mex- 
ico would  fain  withhold  .'  And  in  obtaining  the 
means  to  meet  such  suitable  appropriations,  oug+it 
we  not  to  draw  as  small  a  share  from  the  money 
market,  and  as  large  a  share  from  the  properly  of 
the  country,  by  taxes  equally  diffused,  (and  thus 
create  as  small  a  national  debt,)  as  a  due  regard  to 
the  interests  and  the  wishes  of  the  people  seem  to 
demand.'  Neither  side  of  this  Hall  advocates  an 
inglorious  withdrawal  of  our  forces  from  Mexico — 
neither  side  advocates  the  accumulation  of  a  large 
debt.  Gentlemen  of  the  Opposition — if  I  correctly 
understand  their  position— are  willing  to  raise  a 
larger  revenue,  and  thus  lessen  the  amount  of  debt 
which  will  otherwise  be  rolled  up,if  we  will  adopt 
their  methods  o(  increasing  the  taxes.  Such  being 
the  slate  of  things,  1  do  noi  despair  of  seeing  some 
measure  adopted  that  will  enable  the  Administra- 
tion to  push  this  war  vigorously  forward  to  an 
early  and  a  glorious  conclusion,  by  means  so 
wisely  obtained  as  to  leave  the  commerce  and 
business  of  our  beloved  country  nearly  unafl'ected 
by  the  demands  for  such  large  sums  of  money. 
For  these  noble  ends  I  esteem  it  our  duly  diligently 
to  labor;  and,  for  one,  I  shall,  with  a  single  eye, 
so  labor  as  long  as  a  single  effort,  however  humble, 
may  in  any  degree  bid  fair  to  be  useful. 

Under  these  circumstances,  when  thus  engaged 
in  a  foreign  war  which  calls  for  money  in  sums  so 
large  as  not  only  to  threaten  to  entail  upon  us  a  per- 
manent national  debt,  but  to  visit  us  with  present 
financial  calamities,  by  reason  of  the  difficulty  of 
sparing  from  business  circles  such  large  sums  of 
money,  it  is  gravely  proposed — and  bills  to  that 
effect  have  already  been  introduced,  under  the  im- 
posing auspices  of  one  of  the  most  important  sUmd- 
ing  committees  of  this  House — to  revive,  formally 
to  renew,  a  system  of  internal  improvements  by 
the  General  Government !  A  Congressional  nys\.en\, 
I  ought  to  say;  for  it  is  now  well  known  that  the 
executive  branch  of  the  Goverrunenl  will  in  no  way 
sanction  it;  and  if  it  ol)lains,  it  can  do  so  only  by 
a  two  thirds  vote.  It  must,  therefore,  be  wholly 
and  exclusively  a  Congressional  scheme  or  sys- 
tem. 

To  this  plan  of  adopting  a  system  of  internal 


improvements  upon  the  sole  authority  of  Con- 
gress, without  an  express  constitutional  right  to 
do  so,  and  in  time  of  war — at  a  time  when  there 
is  an  actual  deficiency  in  the  treasury  of  fifteen  and 
a  half  millions  of  dollars,  and  a  prospective  defi- 
ciency of  twenty  millions  more — at  a  time  when 
we  have  just  relaxed  our  commercial  system,  and 
entered  into  a  freer  and  more  vigorous  competition 
with  our  commercial  and  manufacturing  rivals — 
and  at  a  time  when  the  monetary  circles  of  Eng- 
land are  tottering  and  shaken  to  their  centres,  and 
when  our  own  are  seriously  threatened — I  say,  toa 
system  thus  proposed,  and  at  such  a  time,  I  hope  I 
need  only  oppose  the  manifest  interests  of  our 
country.  No  plan  could  more  seriously  compro- 
mise them;  for  it  proposes  to  precipitate  upon  an 
exhausted  treasury  a  closely-bound  bundle  of  local 
interests,  ^nd  to  force  the  treasury  upon  an  already 
overburdened  money  market,  in  order  to  gratify 
those  insatiable  local  interests.  Of  the  five  thou- 
sand towns  and  villages  situated  upon  navigable 
waters,  probably  not  forty  can  be  gratified  with  an 
appropriation  to  improve  their  harbors,  under  the 
wildest  scheme  that  two-thirds  of  the  members  of 
Congress  can  be  persuaded  to  pass  during  this  ses- 
sion. And  shall  the  whole  of  the  business  and 
commercial  interests  of  this  great  nation  be  placed 
in  jeopardy,  that  forty  out  of  the  thousands  of 
towns  and  villages  in  this  country  shall  be  enabled 
to  boast  of  having  obtained  appro|n'iations  from 
Congress;  and  that,  too,  at  a  time  when  the  nation 
is  at  war,  a  debt  rapidly  accumulating,  and  the 
treasury  overtaxed  by  more  than  $15,000,000  .' 

Sir,  constitutional  arguments  need  not  be  raised; 
for  the  interests  of  the  people  of  every  State  seem  to 
be  endangered  even  by  the  mere  introduction  of  such 
bills  into  Congress,  under  circumstances  calculated 
to  induce  a  belief  that  they  may  be  enacted  into 
laws.  It  is  not  difficult  for  the  most  ordinary  busi- 
ness man  to  see,  that  if  large  sums  of  money  are 
to  be  withdrawn  from  business,  to  carry  on  a  gen- 
eral system  of  internal  improvements,  as  well  as 
to  wage  a  war  with  Mexico,  general  financial  em- 
barrassment must  inevitably  ensue.  The  money 
market  cannot  supply  such  extraordinary  demands 
upon  it,  without  producing  derangements  of  the 
most  extraordinary  character.  In  the  commercial 
distress  that  would  ensue  in  consequence  of  enor- 
mous appropriations,  who  will  say  that  persons 
holding  evidences  of  debt  would  not  be  damaged 
mo?-e  than  one  per  cent.?  And  yet  one  percent, 
upon  two  thousand  millions  of  dollars  is  no  less  a 
sum  than  twenty  millions!  Surely,  we  cannot  too 
seriously  consider,  and  may  not  lightly  regard,  the 
magnitude  of  the  injury  which  even  so  slight  a  de- 
pression in  the  value  of  property  produces.  When 
considered  with  reference  to  all  of  the  interests  of 
this  great  country,  what  excuse,  what  apology  can 
be  devised  for  voting  to  enter  upon  such  a  system, 
under  circumstances  so  remarkable?  Can  any 
one  charge  that  I  over-estimate  the  importance  and 
value  of  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  .people  of 
this  country?  Let  such  candidly  compare  these 
interests  with  the  rival  ones  in  England.  We  learn, 
from  the  December  number  of  Blackwood,  (1847,) 
that  "the  value  of  the  personal  property  in  Eng- 
land was — 

In  1815 <f  1,200,000,000 

In   1841 2,000,000,000 

In  1847,  about 2,400,000,000" 

Or  (ill  1847)  about  the  round  sum  of  twelve  thou- 
sand millions  of  dollars,  ($12,000,000,000.)  The 
value  of  real  and  of  mixed  property  is  not  stated, 
but  "  the  net  rental  of  England  alone  was — 

In  1815 =^51,898,423 

In  1841 62.540,030 

In  1847 65,000,000" 

Or  (in  1847)  about  $325,000,000  per  annum.  The 
annual  taxes/or  aseries  of  years  have  been  in  Eng- 
land as  high  as  $3.35,000,000,  and  at  this  time 
amount  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dol- 
lars per  annum  !  When  we  look  at  the  agricul- 
tural and  mechanical  productions  of  the  United 
States,  at  its  manufactures  and  its  commerce,  and 
compare  them  with  those  of  England,  it  is  easy  to 
be  seen  that,  in  stating  the  entire  value  of  all  prop- 
erly in  this  country  at  twelve  thousand  millions  of 
dollars,  (the  estimated  value  of  only  the  personal 
property  of  England,)  1  have  all  the  warrants  of 
analogy  and  of  calculable  probabilities  in  supposing 
that  my  estimate  is  far  below  the  reality. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker;  it  is  confidently  a.sserled 
that  the  late  commercial  panic  in  England  has, 
within  a  few  months,  depreciated  real  and  personal 
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properly  in  that  kingdom  "more  than  the  entire 
amoimt  of  the  national  debt  ."' 

If  severe  pressures  upon  the  money  markets  of 
highly  commercial  nations  thus  seriously  affect  the 
value  of  properly  of  all  kinds,  what  reason  could 
I  render  the  intelligent  constituency  which  I  have 
the  hflnor  to  represent  in  this  House,  if  I  were  to 
cast  their  vote  in  favor  of  renewing  a  huge  system 
of  internal  improvements  in  time  of  war,  in  tmie  of 
a  large  treasury  deficiency,  and  in  the  face  of  a  re- 
stricted money  market  and  an  adverse  foreign  ex- 
change?    None,  sir;  none. 

This  Government  ought  not  to  enter  the  market 
at  this  time  for  a  solitary  dollar  not  indispensably 
necessary  to  the  preservation  of  its  honor.  It  is 
cruel  to  do  so  at  a  time  when  States,  cities,  rail- 
roads, canals,  individuals,  and  corporations  are 
viirorously  struggling  not  only  to  relieve  them- 
selves from  the  consequences  that  overtook  them 
in  the  financial  catastrophe  of  1837,  but  to  prepare 
honorably  to  sustain  themselves  in  that  generous 
competition  now  everywhere  manifest,  to  excel  in 
all  that  is  desirable  and  right. 

By  a  wise,  vigoi-ous,  and  patriotic  effort,  the 
business  circles  will  be  able,  I  hope  and  believe,  to 
supply  the  Government  of  the  United  States  with 
the  'means  it  will  find  really  indispensable,  at  mod- 
erate rates,  and  without  producing  serious  finan- 
cial derangements.  But  if  to  these  indispensable 
loans  are  to  be  added  others,  devised  to  carry  out 
ill-considered  schemes  to  construct  harbors  in  differ- 
ent and  distant  States,  at  difficult,  nearly  unknown, 
and  but  little  frequented  landings,  it  becomes  the 
duty  of  this  House  to  inquire  whether  it  were  not 
better  to  leave  to  the  several  States,  or  to  resident 
citizens,  the  taskof  foundingand  beautifying  towns, 
villages,  and  cities,  and  of  opening  and  maintain- 
ing the  roads  and  canals,  and  all  other  avenues 
of  approach  to  them,  rather  than  to  embarrass  the 
Government  and  the  people  with  a  burden  not 
legitimately  their  own.  If,  upon  this  day,  citizens 
residing  upon  the  beautiful  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, and  others  upon  the  banks  of  the  majestic 
Lake  Superior,  and  others  still  upon  the  Gulf 
coast,  resolve  to  lay  out  and  build  up  villages  or 
cities,  is  their  right  to  come  here,  in  time  of  war, 
to  demand  of  this  body  an  appropriation  to  con- 
struct for  their  use,  and  for  the  use  of  such  as  may 
desire  to  trade  with  them,  either  a  road,  a  canal,  or 
a  harbor,  sufficiently  clear  lo  justify  us  in  the  eyes 
of  the  people  of  this  country  in  granting  their 
request,  at  the  known  risk  of  deranging  the 
markets  and  of  depreciating  the  prices  of  all  the 
property  in  this  country?  But  if  those  citizens, 
thus  far  removed  from  each  other,  and  located 
where  cities  may  well  be  expected  to  arise,  had 
commenced  (instead  of  to-day)  one  year  ago,  or 
ten,  or  twenty,  or  a  hundred  years,  and  had 
actually  erected  one  or  many  buildings,  could  it 
be  said  that  so  mandatory  are  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution,  we  must,  at  the  peril  of  rendering 
money  scarce,  and  labor  cheap,  and  properly  un- 
salable but  at  depreciated  rates,  borrow  large 
sums  of  money  at  large  rates  of  interest,  and 
increase  the  taxes  of  the  people  to  pay  it,  in  order 
to  build  the  asked-for  road,  canal,  or  harbor? 

If  the  Constitution  does  thus  order  us  to  make 
such  expenditures  for  the  benefit  of  isolated  indi- 
viduals or  of  local  communities,  and  at  the  ex- 
pense of  all  the  rest  of  the  people,  in  times  of  war 
and  of  peace,  of  prosperity  and  of  adversity,  at  all 
hazards,  and  in  defiance  of  all  the  maxims  of  com- 
mercial experience,  I  have  failed  to  read  it  aright. 
If  the  Constitution  does  not  positively  order  us  to 
borrow  money,  in  time  of  war,  to  clear  out  rivers, 
construct  harbors,  build  roads,  dig  canals,  drain 
swamps,  build  observatories,  and  establish  uni- 
versities, then  we  ought  to  abstain  from  these 
things,  if  thedoing  of  them  will  be  injurious  to  the 
credit  of  the  Government,  and  ruinous  to  many  of 
the  interests  of  the  citizens;  for  all  good  govern- 
ments were  instituted  for  the  good  of  the  governed, 
and  their  acts,  general  and  singular,  should  ever 
be  in  harmony  with  this,  the  principle  upon  which 
they  were  founded. 

I  cannot  vole,  in  lime  of  war,  to  borrow  money 
to  engage  in  a  general  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments. I  cannot  vole  lo  borrow  money  to  be  ex- 
pended to  please  a  few  towns,  when,  by  so  doing, 
I  know  that  I  am  placing  all  the  properly  of  all  the 
citizens  of  this  great  country  in  imminent  danger 
of  depreciation.  The  interests  of  ihc  many  should 
not  be  made  to  depend  upon  the  schemes  and  the 
wishes  of  the  few; -nor  with  a  hope  of  benefiting  a 


few  persons,  a  few  villages,  a  few  cities,  or  even 
several  important  States,  should  the  property  of 
all  the  citizens  be  exposed  to  probable  loss. 

But,  in  the  next  place,  if  we  were  oiot  engaged 
in  war — if  we  were  not  in  the  money  market, 
forcing  weaker  parties  lo  pay  higher  rates  of  in- 
terest in  consequence  of  our  unwelcome  intrusion 
— has  not  the  past  legislative  action  of  Congress 
been  such,  towards  certain  cities,  as  to  render  the 
adoption  of  such  a  system  an  act  of  injustice  to 
those  cities?  I  think  it  has,  and  will,  with  the 
permission  of  the  House,  submit  a  few  reasons  in 
support  of  this  opinion. 

Several  cities  and  towns  have  had  their  harbors 
improved,  or  wholly  created,  at  the  expense  of  the 
treasury  of  the  United  Slates — to  some,  the  appro- 
priations have  been  complete;  to  others,  partial. 
But  the  greater  number,  the  principal  part,  of  the 
harbors  of  the  United  Slates,  have  never  been  the 
subjects  of  Government  attention.  If  improved  at 
all,  they  have  been  improved  by  those  who  have 
an  interest  therein. 

Baltimore  is  one  of  the  most  important  cities  of 
the  Republic,  and  has  been  so  from  the  period 
when  this  Government  was  organized.  As  it  is 
important  to  the  argument  which  I  propose  to  sub- 
mit to  be  able  to  prove  this,  I  have  obtained  from 
the  Treasury  Department  a  statement  showing  the 
amount  of  revenue  collected  at  the  port  of  Balti- 
more from  the  year  1789  to  1847,  both  years  inclu- 
sive ;  also  a  statement  showing  the  amount  of 
revenue  collected  at  all  the  ports  of  the  United 
Slates  during  the  same  period. 

Statement  of  the  annual  net  revenue  reccivedfrojn  customs  at 
all  Ike  ports  in  the  United  States,  discriminating  lliat  re- 
ceived at  the  port  of  Baltimore,  from  il,h  March,  i  789,  to 
'Mth.  June,  1847. 


Net  revenue  paid 

Net  revenue  paid 

Date. 

into  the  treasury 

into  the  treasury 

at  all  the  ports  of 

at  the  port  ot  Bal- 

the United  States. 

timore. 

From  Mar.  4 

1789, 

- 

to  Dec.  31,  1 

791.. 

$4,399,473  09 

$563,368  10 

For  the  year 

1792 

3,443.070  85 

425.038  32 

" 

1793 

4,255,303  55 

855,531  21 

« 

1794 

4,801,0B5  28 

768,152  51 

" 

1795 

5,588,461  26 

504,097  48 

*f 

179a 

6,567,987  94 

758,187  89 

" 

1797 

7,549.649  65 

1,119,714  77 

" 

1798 

7,10B:061  93 

S80,1.H  43 

" 

1799 

6,610,449  31 

1,162,978  10 

" 

IfcOa 

9,0i0,932  73 

623,257  14 

" 

1801 

10,750,778  93 

999.454  12 

" 

1802 

12,438,235  74 

621,647  97 

" 

1803 

10,479,417  61 

9i2,016  17 

" 

1804 

11,098,565  33 

1,. 539,736  03 

" 

1805 

12,935,487  04 

1,126,386  69 

" 

180a 

14,667,698  17 

1,451,227  95 

" 

1807 

15,845,521  61 

1,630,797  20 

" 

1808 

16,363,550  58 

590,098  53 

" 

1809 

7,296,020  58 

148,269  61 

" 

1810 

8,583,309  31 

929,3e0  21 

" 

1811 

13,313,222  73 

721,368  22 

'' 

1812 

8,958,777  53 

1,778,23'1  99 

" 

1813 

13,224,623  25 

180,942  95 

" 

1814 

5,998,772  03 

" 

1815 

7,282,942  22 

4,052,132  90 

" 

18ie 

36,305,874  88 

2,755:928  24 

" 

1817 

26,283,348  49 

1,547,714  90 

<' 

1818 

17,176,385  00 

1,942.174  48 

(1 

1819 

20,283,608  76 

1,.594.995  03 

" 

18P.0 

15,005,612  15 

533,304  43 

" 

1821 

13,004,447  15 

693,47<5  29 

" 

1822 

17,589,701  94 

1,158,598  59 

« 

1823 

19,088,433  44 

920,508  09 

(' 

1824 

17,878,325  71 

875,523  13 

« 

1825 

20,098,713  45 

1,001,211  67 

" 

1826 

23,341,331  77 

1,052,675  41 

" 

1827 

19,712,283  29 

1,207,391   84 

« 

1828 

23,205,523  64 

1,277,850  93 

«' 

1829 

22,681,955  91 

1,282,685  58 

" 

1830 

21,922,391  39 

1,014,996  50 

« 

1831 

24,224,441  77 

1,209,949  98 

" 

1832 

28,465,237  24 

665,575  74 

" 

1833 

29,0.32,508  91 

630,376  90 

<< 

1834 

16,214,957  15 

519,831  25 

11 

1835 

19,391,310  59 

810,141  98 

II 

1836 

23,409,940  53 

1,334,838  96 

" 

1837 

11,169,290  39 

959,582  90 

" 

1838 

16,158,800  36 

1,014,523  71 

<< 

1839 

23,137,924  81 

930,209  68 

<i 

1840 

13,499,502  1 

.598,011  47 

<< 

1841 

14,487,216  74 

655,205  93   , 

a 

1842 

18,187,908  "ti 

481,299  35 

•" 

1843 

7,046,8-13  91 

97,760  23 

« 

1844 

26,183,570  94 

623,530  44 

(t 

1845 

27,528,112  70 

697,894  00 

11 

184G 

23,712,067  87 

700,610  28 

" 

1847 

23,747,864  60 

594,025  21 

$890,817,487  72 

$55,761,597  67 

Treasury  Department,  Register's  Oflicc,  Dec.  23,  1847. 
DANIEL  G'RAII.AM,  Register. 

This  table  shows,  that  from  1789  to  1800,  both 
years  included,  the  revenue  of  the  United  States,  col- 


lected at  all  the  ports,  amounted  to  $59,402,458  60; 
of  this  amount,  $7,661,519  98  was  collected  at  the 
port  of  Baltimore — being  nearly  one-eighth  of  the 
whole.  It  is  thus  seen  that  about  one-eighth  of 
all  the  revenues  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates,  during  the  first  eleven  years  of  its  existence, 
was  derived  from  the  port  of  Baltimore  ! 

The  next  seven  years  shows  a  total  revenue  of 
$88,216,704  43;  of  this,  there  was  collected  at  Bal- 
timore $8,301,266  13 — being  nearly  one-tenth  of  the 
whole. 

By  looking  at  the  table,  it  will  also  be  seen  that 
more  than  one-half— in  fact,  more  ihsin  five-ninths — 
of  all  the  revenue  of  the  United  Slates  was  col- 
lected at  Baltimore  in  the  year  18151 — the  whole 
amount  being  $7,282,942  22:  collected  at  Balti- 
more, $4,052,132  90  !  Beginning  with  1815,  and 
going  down  lo  1820,  (five  years,)  and  we  see  a 
total  revenue  of  $107,333,1.59  35;  of  this,  no  less 
a  sum  than  $11,902,945  55  was  collected  at  the  port 
of  Baltimore — being  about  one-ninth  part  of  the 
whole ! 
i  Take  still  another  period.  From  1825  to  1831, 
both  years  included,  the  revenue  from  Baltimore 
(the  net  revenue,  after  deducting  all  expenses) 
exceeded  annually  one  million  of  dollars  !  The 
revenue  received  from  Baltimore  by  the  United 
States,  after  deducting  all  expenses  of  collection ,  in 
fifty-seven  years,  amounts  to  the  stupendous  sum 
of  FIFTY-FIVE  MILLIONS  scvcn  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  thousind  five  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars 
and  sixty-seven  cents,  ($55,761,597  67) — a  sum 
which  would  have  constructed  our  canal  to  Cum- 
berland, and  our  railroad  to  the  Ohio  river;  created 
a  large  school-fund;  improved  our  harbors;  con- 
structed and  maintained  our  light-houses,  and 
greatly  assisted  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Stale 
and  the  city  governments. 

This  is  what  Baltimore  has  actually  contributed 
to  the  common  fund  for  the  promotion  of  the  com- 
mon good  and  the  general  welfare.  And  what  has 
she  received? 

1  hold  in  my  hand  a  statement  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  which  shows  that  in  fifty-seven 
years  $55,000  have  been  expended  by  the  United 
States  upon  the  harbor  of  Baltimore !  Not  a  thou- 
sand a  year  for  a  port  from  which  nearly  fifty-six 
millions  of  dollars  have  been  received  ! 

And  now  let  us  examine  the  justice  and  the 
equality  of  the  general  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments sought  to  be  established  in  the  midst  of  this 
war.  And  let  us  judge  of  it,  not  by  what  its  ene- 
mies prophesy  as  likely  to  grow  out  of  it,  nor  by 
the  promises  which  its  indiscreet  friends  make  for 
it;  let  us  judge  it  by  the  past.  The  past  may  be 
known — the  future  cannot  be. 

Under  the  revenue  system,  eight  hundred  and 
ninety  millions  of  dollars  have  been  collected  by 
the  United  States;  of  this  sum,  $9,837,894  58 
(nearly  $10,000,000)  have  been  expended  by  Gov- 
ernment in  the  prosecution  of  works  of  internal 
improvement.  If  Baltimore  had  received  its  pro 
rata  share  of  the  money  expended  on  improve- 
ments, estimating  accord  hig  to  what  that  port  con- 
tributed to  the  treasury,  as  compared  with  sister 
ports,  no  less  than  one-sixteenth  part  of  the  ten 
millions  of  dollars  would  have  been  expended  at 
Baltimore. 

Now,  sir,  instead  of  having  $625,000  expended 
in  our  city,  we  have  had  but  $55,000  !  If,  there- 
fore, we  are  to  prosecute  a  general  system  of  inter- 
nal improvements,  the  old  plan  of  expending 
moneys  will  not  suit  Baltimore,  however  well  it 
may  work  elsewhere.  For,  of  the  $10,000,000, 
it  contributed  $625,000,  and  obtained  $55,000  !  It 
would  be  infinitely  better  for  us  to  make  our  own 
improvements;  though  I  can  easily  understand  why 
persons  living  in  distant  portions  of  the  republic, 
paying  little  or  nothing,  and  receiving  moneys 
collected  from  the  pockets  of  my  constituents, 
should  entertain  a  different  opinion,  and  insist  that 
it  is  to  our  interest  to  pay  $625,000  in  order  to 
obtain  $55,000!  Pay  twelve  dollars  in  order  to 
receive  one  back! 

Maryland  surrendered  to  the  United  States  the 
right  to  impose  taxes  upon  the  flourishing  com- 
merce of  Baltimore,  in  order,  among  other  thing.'', 
"to  ensure  domestic  tranquillity,"  and  "  to  provide 
for  the  common  defence"  against  foreign  aggres- 
sion. These  duties  have  been  saiisfactorily  per- 
formed—at least  to  an  extent  as  great  as  can 
reasonably  be  expected  from  a  government  in- 
trusted with  duties  so  difficult  and  extensive.  Our 
flag  has  been  nobly  upheld  in  the  face  of  all  nations, 
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under  all  the  varied  circumstances  that  have  arisen 
in  an  eventful  age  of  the  world.  Our  domestic 
quiet  has  been  perfectly  ensured,  and  the  general 
welfare  substantively  promoted;  the  first,  I  am 
hapi>y  to  be  able  to  say,  has  been  effected  more 
by  our  admiralde  system  of  jurisprudence,  than 
by  the  power  of  arms;  and  the  latter,  rather  by 
abstaining  from  the  imposition  of  burdens  upon 
capital  and  industry,  than  by  acts  of  munificence 
to  individuals  and  classes. 

We  have,  then,  but  little  or  nothing  of  which 
justly  to  complain,  but  much  to  incite  our  pride 
and  heighten  our  satisfaction,  when  we  contem- 
plate the  glorious  achievements  of  our  Govern- 
ment. The  industrial  pursuits,  compared  with 
those  of  other  nations,  are  inconsiderably  burden- 
ed; commerce  is  lightly  restricted,  and  our  agricul- 
ture is  in  a  far  more  favorable  condition  than  that 
of  any  other  nation. 

If  it  is  the  constitutional  duty  of  Congress  to 
improve  the  harbors  of  the  several  cities  of  the 
United  States,  titen,  in  that  case,  Maryland  has 
just  cause  of  complaint  for  neglect  of  duty,  as  all 
must  perceive.  So  deeply  felt  was  the  necessity 
of  improvements  in  Baltimore  harbor,  to  accom- 
modate its  large  and  growing  commerce,  that  as 
early  as  1783 — before  the  formation  of  the  Federal 
Constitution — the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
of  Maryland  passed  an  act  authorizing  the  levying 
of  a  tonnage  duty  upon  all  vessels  entering  the 
port  of  Baltimore,  for  the  express  purpose  of  ma- 
king such  improvements.  This  act  was  renewed 
in  1788,  and  in  1791  was  formally  sanctioned  by 
Congress — an  act  that  conferred  upon  Maryland 
powers  which  had  been  ceded  to  the  United  States. 
In  1789  the  Constitution  was  adopted.  That  in- 
strument transferred  the  power  of  collecting  reve- 
nue from  commerce  from  the  individual  Stales  to 
the  United  States.  The  General  Government, 
beins;  unable  or  unwilling  to  improve  the  harbor 
of  Baltimore,  in  1791  returned  to  the  State  of 
Maryland,  for  four  years,  so  much  of  the  ceded 
power  as  to  allow  said  State  to  collect  money 
enough  from  the  commerce  of  Baltimore  to  put 
and  to  keep  the  harbor  thereof  in  a  condition  bet- 
ter calculated  for  the  accommodation  of  shipping. 
The  act  of  1791  was  to  remain  in  force  only  four 
years.  Congress  renewed  it,  however,  in  1796, 
and  again  from  time  to  time  until  1843,  when  the 
provisions  of  the  same  act  were  extended  until 
1850 ! 

It  is  thus  seen  that  the  harbor  of  Baltimore  has 
been  maintained  in  a  condition  for  business  by  a 
tax  upon  the  commerce  of  that  city.  This  was  the 
case  before  this  Government  was  created.  It  has 
been  the  case  ever  since.  It  is  the  case  now  when 
I  speak.  The  commerce  of  Baltimore  has  been 
taxed  since  1783,  and  is  now  taxed,  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  harbor  in  which  our  ships  are 
sheltered.  For  upwards  of  sixty  years  this  whole 
expense  has  been  borne  by  Baltimore — unless,  in- 
deed, I  am  to  except  the  ^55,000  donated  by  the 
United  Stales — a  sum  too  small  to  form  an  excep- 
tion in  a  labor  and  cost  so  large.  To  preserve  our 
harbor,  we  have,  with  the  consent  of  Congress, 
taxed  ourselves.  We  have  applied  in  vain  for  Con- 
gress to  improve  our  harbor  at  the  ex])ense  of  the 
national  treasury;  but  its  consent  to  an  act  allow- 
ing us  to  tax  ourselves  has  never  been  withheld; 
its  assent  has  been  prompt,  hearty,  and  unfailing! 
And  in  18.50,  when  the  act  of  1791  again  expires, 
I  do  not  fear  that  Congress  v/ill  refuse  to  renew  it. 

As  Baltimore  has  thus  been  compelled,  by  the 
neglect  of  Congress,  to  improve  its  own  liarbor, 
for  the  uninterrupted,  consecutive  period  of  sixty- 
five  years,  is  it  right,  is  it  just,  now  to  introduce  a 
system  by  which  Baltimore  will  be  compelled, 
through  all  future  years,  to  submit  to  adduional 
taxation,  that  the  avails  thereof  may  bo  ajiplied  to 
imfirove  rival  harbors  in  any  or  in  all  parts  of  the 
United  States.' 

Maryland  and  Baltimore  are  deeply  in  debt. 
They  are  struggling  to  raise  means  honestly  to  pay 
lliosn  debts,  and  will,  with  great  eflorts,  succeed. 
In  many  of  tlie  Slates,  citizens  feel  aggrieved  be- 
cause they  are  called  upon  to  pay  a  tax  of  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  cent.s  upon  one  hundred  dollars  worth 
of  property.  Baltimore  wdl  be  taxed  this  year,  1 
Hec  by  a  late  paper,  one  hundred  and  fifty  cents 
upon  each  one  hundred  dollars! 

When  the  people  of  iMaryland  are  struggling 
under  a  lu;avy  load  f)f  debt  and  taxes,  and  are  also 
making  strenuous  clforts  to  construct  a  commercial 
avenue  from  the  great  valley  of  the  Ohio  to  tlie 


shores  of  the  Chesapeake  bay,  at  a  cost  of  startling 
magnitude,  considered  in  connection  with  theirpres- 
ent  obligations,  I  should  be  recreant  to  my  trust 
were  I  to  sit  idly  by  and  see  the  weight  recklessly 
increased.  I  am  compelled,  by  every  sense  of 
duty,  resolutely  to  oppose  all  schernes,  that  look 
to  borrowing  money  and  increasing  taxes,  for 
making  internal  improvements  in  the  several  States 
by  the  General  Government;  for  Maryland  desires 
no  increase  of  taxes  or  of  debt  to  carry  out  a  sys- 
tem of  improvements  by  the  United  States.  The 
wisest  financiers,  the  most  sagacious  statesmen 
now  living,  cannot  sit  down  and  draft  an  inter- 
nal improvement  bill  that  the  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Maryland  would  vote  for,  if,  to  carry  out  its 
provisions,  increased  debt  and  taxation  would  be 
necessary.  This  is  my  opinion.  I  may  be  wrong, 
i  itistrue;  but  I  think  there  isnot  much  roomeven  for 
doubt  upon  this  subject. 

Look  to  the  injustice  of  the  schemes  proposed 
for  our  sanction.  Baltimore  pays  into  the  treasury 
fifty-five  millions  in  a  little  more  than  fifty-five 
years  ;  in  fifty  years  St.  Louis  has  not  contributed 
probably  the  one-half  of  one  million.  Estimates 
from  the  department  show  that  an  expenditure  of 
some  one  or  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  is 
necessary  to  the  improvement  of  St.  Louis  harbor; 
pay  this  cost  from  the  United  States  treasury,  and, 
judging  by  the  past,  the  people  of  Baltimore  will 
pay  one  hundred  dollars,  and  more,  where  the 
people  of  St.  Louis  pay  one  dollar,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  St.  Louis  harbor!  And  does  St.  Louis 
need  this  gratuity  from  the  people  of  Baltimore? 
Not  at  all;  far  otherwise.  St.  Louis  has  more 
than  fifty  thousand  people,  great  wealth,  compara- 
tive freedom  from  debt,  and  an  immense  commerce. 
"  The  total  atniual  commerce  of  St.  Louis,  imports 
and  exports  included,  although  yet  in  its  infancy, 
is  estimated''  by  its  delegation  to  the  Chicago  con- 
vention of  1847  "at  over  5^75,000,000! — equalling 
nearly  one-third  of  the  whole  foreign  commerce 
of  the  United  States."  And  this  estimate  is  sus- 
tained by  statements  that  carry  conviction  of  its 
reliability.  The  people  of  that  wealthy  and  emi- 
nently commercial  city  have  the  ability,  without 
embarrassment,  to  make  all  the  improvements  they 
desire,  and  pay  for  them  icithin  this  present  year ! 
With  what  grace,  then,  can  such  a  people,  and  of 
such  vast  wealth,  ask  of  me  to  allow  my  overbur- 
dened constituents  to  be  taxed  for  their  benefit.' 

For  another  instance  of  the  injustice  of  such 
bills,  take  the  case  of  the  harbor  at  Buffalo,  in 
New  York.  Tliis  city  has  almost  as  large  a  popu- 
lation, as  much  wealth  and  commerce,  as  St.  Louis. 
Can  any  gentleman  inform  this  House  why  Balti- 
more, after  defraying  the  entire  cost  of  improving 
its  own  harbor,  shall  be  compelled,  by  law,  to  pay 
as  much,  or  in  fact  more,  towards  paying  for  im- 
proving the  harbor  of  Buffalo,  than  the  people  of 
Buffalo.'  If  a  reason  can  be  rendered,  I  confess  I 
should  be  pleased  to  hear  it.  But  there  are  over- 
whelming reasons  why  Baltimore  should  not  be 
taxed  for  the  benefit  of  BuffiUo;  and  to  these  1 
would,  briefly  as  possible,  call  the  attention  of 
every  member  of  this  House. 

In  the  first  place,  Buffalo  is  able  to  improve  its 
own  harbor,  without  calling  for  help  fi'om  towns 
and  cities  similarly  situated.  If  the  peo|;le  of  Buf- 
falo are  able  to  suitably  im]irove  their  harbor,  the 
rightfulness  of  calling  upon  men  who  have  no  in- 
terest in  it  to  assist  in  defraying  the  expense,  is  not 
self-evident.  In  the  next  jilace,  if  Buffalo  insists 
upon  having  assistance,  whether  it  is  needed  or 
not,  that  assistance  should  be  given  by  the  State  of 
New  York.  Lastly,  if  it. is  said  that  others  be- 
siiles  the  citizens  of  Buffalo  and  the  State  of  New 
York  are  interested,  the  reply  is  at  hand — tax  those 
wiio  are  beneficially  interested. 

It  is  false  in  fact,  it  is  false  in  theory,  that  per- 
sons living  upon  the  waters  of  the  Aroostook  are 
pecuniarily  inteicstcd  in  the  im])roveinent  of  the 
roads,  bridges,  and  fences  to  be  found  in  Oregon, 
Nebraska,  and  Minesota;  and  that  therefore  they 
should  be  taxed,  and  their  property  be  sold  to  pay 
those  taxes,  to  enable  Government  to  imptove 
those  far-off  and  utterly  unknown  roads,  bridges, 
and  fences.  To  tax  the  dwellers  upon  the  grassy 
plains  of  the  Ozark  mountains,  or  among  the  cane 
brakes  of  Mississippi,  to  obtain  money  with  which 
to  improve  Buffalo  harbor,  is  to  commit  an  out- 
rage for  which  no  justification  can  be  found  cither 
m  the  books  or  in  the  human  heart. 

Let  Bull'alo  harbor,  like  that  of  Baltimore,  be 
improved  by  laying  a  amaliduty  upon  the  lonnaga 


that  uses  it.  Let  the  burden  be  borne  by  those 
who  are  to  be  benefited.  The  burdens  should  be 
placed  upon  the  shoulders  of  those  who  obtain  the 
benefits  flowing  from  them.  The  wagon  thatdoeS 
not  use  the  turnpike  is  free  from  toll;  for  the  road 
is  sustained  by  tolls  collected  from  teams  which 
travel  6n  it.  So,  also,  let  harbors  be  improved 
by  moneys  collected  from  those  who  do,  and  not 
from  those  who  do  not,  use  them.  And  I  say  this 
the  more  earnestly,  because  my  constituents  have 
always  practised  what  I  now  preach.  They  have 
improved  their  own  harbor;  and  I,  in  their  name, 
protest  against  being  compelled  by  law  to  improve 
the  harbors  of  their  neighbors  also.  Would  not 
such  compulsion  be  manifest  injustice? 

But,  it  may  be  said,  if  Buffalo  harbor  is  not  im- 
proved, the  lake  commerce  will  pass  by  Buffalo, 
go  through  Lake  Ontario,  and  into  the  St.  Law- 
rence, and,  passing  over  the  railroad  which  the 
Vermonters  are  building,  go  to  Boston,  instead  of 
passing  through  the  Erie  canal  on  its  way  to  the 
city  of  New  York  This  is  possible;  in  fact,  un- 
less the  harbor  is  enlarged,  improved,  and  ren- 
dered secure  and  easy  of  access,  as  we  have  made 
Baltimore  harbor;  and  unless  the  Erie  and  Hud- 
son canal  is  not  also  greatly  enlarged  and  im- 
proved, it  is  probable  that  a  large  amount  of  the  lake 
trade  will  pass  by  Buffalo,  and  go  to  Boston  by 
the  more  northern  route.  This  is  a  reason  why 
the  people  of  Buffalo  should  imitate  Baltimore,  but 
is  not  a  reason  why  the  people  of  the  United  States 
should  interfere — the  reverse  rather.  For  why 
should  all  the  people  of  the  United  States  be  taxed 
to  enable  New  York  thoroughly  to  estop  the  "  men 
of  Boston"  from  diverting  its  trade  to  themselves? 
If  the  trade  of  New  York  is  in  danger  of  being  di- 
minished by  the  enterprise  of  Boston — if  its  canal 
revenues  are  in  danger  of  being  diminished  from 
the  same  cause — 1  can  see  occasion  for  New  York 
to  employ  its  revenues  and  its  capital  to  effect  im- 
provements that  will  avert  the  danger  with  which 
their  trade  and  conuuerce  are  menaced;  but  I  can 
discover  nothing  that  will  justify  Congress  to  tax 
my  constituents  to  raise  means  with  which  to  assist 
New  York  to  counteract  the  subtle  movements  of 
their  more  enterprising  neighbors.  If  our  help 
were  to  be  needed  but  once,  we  might  consider  the 
distress  of  our  New  York  friends;  but  what  guar- 
antee have  we  that  they  will  be  in  any  better  con- 
dition to  repei  futvu'e  than  present  incursions  upon 
their  commerce  on  the  lakes?  Why,  sir,  with  that 
rich  lake  commerce  directly  in  sight  of  their  shores, 
it  will  prove  to  be  as  impossible  to  keep  the  Yankees 
away  from  it  as  it  was  to  keep  the  Huns  and  Goths 
out  of  Italy,  or  the  Tartars  out  of  China!  It  is  a 
moral  and  physical  impossibility,  and  I  am  op- 
posed to  all  attempts  of  the  kind;  let  the  Yorkers 
and  the  Yankees  (Greek  vs.  Greek)  settle  the  mat- 
ter at  their  leisure;  this  Government,  in  the  mean 
time,  wisely  allowing  them  both  to  construct  their 
own  roads,  their  own  harbors,  and  their  own 
canals,  without  the  slightest  interference. 

Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  York,  are  en- 
gaged in  the  construction  of  commercial  avenues 
to  the  West.  New  York  has  completed  most  of 
hers;  the  others  have  not.  New  York  has  immense 
revenues,  and  is  free  from  embarrassment;  Penn- 
sylvania and  Maryland  are  deeply  in  debt,  and 
are  heavily  taxed:  their  railroads  to  the  Ohio  are 
only  in  progress,  and  by  no  means  completed. 
The  port  of  the  one  is  maintained  at  its  own  ex- 
pense, and  that  of  the  other  has  received  but  little 
or  no  govermncntal  attention.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, what  could  be  more  unjust  to  those 
two  Slates,  than  for  the  United  States  to  borrow 
incmey  to  improve  the  harbor  at  the  termination 
of  the  principal  New  York  commercial  avenue,  to 
increase  its  already  greatly  distended  revenue,  and 
then  call  upon  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  to  help 
to  pay  both  the  principal  and  ihe  interest  of  the  ex- 
penditure for  the  benefit  of  New  York  ?  New  York 
lias  fairly  obtained  the  lead  of  her  competitors; 
her  capital,  jiopulation,  and  revenues  are  larger, 
and  her  public  works  are  brought  more  nearly  to 
ficrfection.  Her  competitors  arc  straining  every 
nerve — are  piling  up  debts,  and  submitting  to  tax- 
ation to  a  frightful  extent,  that  they  may  not  be 
totally  and  forever  distanced  in  the  struggle  to  gain 
the  commerce  of  the  West.  This  House  sees  the 
struggle;  it  perceives  that  New  York  is  obtaining 
the  advantage  in  thcgigantic  struggle,  but  fails  not 
to  note,  that  neither  Boston,  nor  Philadelphia,  nor 
Baltimore,  is  disposed  to  yield  a  handsbreadlh,  or 
lo  abate  a  single  effort;  on  the  contrary,  thoy  seem 
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as  full  of  hope  as  they  are  of  determination.  Who, 
permit  me  to  asic,  witnessing  this  struggle,  this 
noble  courage,  this  generous  hope,  will  come  for- 
ward and  say  to  these  ardent  and  worthy  spirits, 
'"Take  upon  your  aching  shoulders  this  additional 
burden  for  the  benefit  of  your  successful  rival?" 
Who  has  the  heart  to  do  this? 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  pray  this  House  not  to  ask  the 
people  of  Baltimore,  who  are  already  grievous- 
ly taxed,  to  contribute  of  their  means  for  the 
improvement  of  harbors.  For  sixty-five  years 
they  have  maintained  their  own  harbor.  Cannot 
their  neighbors  consent  to  imitate  our  example, 
until  we  have  finished  our  public  works,  and  so 
far  paid  off  our  obligations  as  to  be  able  to  reduce 
our  taxes  to  a  rate  more  ?iefw/»/ corresponding  with 
other  States  ?  If  St.  Louis,  and  Buffalo,  and  other 
applicants  for  our  bounty  were  poor,  in  debt,  and 
laboring  under  a  heavy  burden  of  taxation,  and 
in  danger  of  losing  their  trade  and  commerce 
through  the  efforts  of  more  highly  favored  com- 
petitors; if  they  were  situated  in  States  that  were 
deeply  in  debt,  and  known  to  be  restive  under  a 
heavy  load  of  taxation,  and  had  no  other  resource 
upon  which  to  draw  for  assistance  than  the  charity 
of  Congress,  I  confess  my  compassion  would  be 
strongly  moved,  and  I  should  be  grievously  tempt- 
ed to  do  my  constituents  the  injustice  of  forgetting 
their  interests  long  enough  to  vote  a  small  donation 
to  these  humble  and  needy  dependants  upon  the 
charity  of  the  General  Government.  But  such  is 
not  their  condition;  they  are  rich,  flourishing,  and 
independent.  May  we  not  hope  that  they  will 
hereafter  scorn  to  assume  the  attitude  of  mendi- 
cants, or  the  unseemly  character  of  sturdy  beggars 
at  the  gates  of  an  overdrawn  treasury  ?  May  we 
not  hope,  that  henceforth  we  shall  cease  to  be  an- 
noyed by  their  importunate  solicitations,  and  have 
pleasing  occasion  to  witness  the  honest  pride  witli 
which  each  of  these  wealthy  and  thriving  cities 
will  cause  their  harbors,  streets,  and  other  public 
works  to  be  improved  upon  the  Baltimore  plan — 
at  the  sole  expense  of  those  persons  for  whose  sole 
benefit  they  are  made? 

I  tliink,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  conclusion,  that  it  is 
wrong  to  borrow  money  in  time  of  war,  to  improve 
some  thirty  or  forty  of  our  numerous  harbors,  neg- 
lecting all  the  rest. 

I  think  it  wrong,  even  were  there  no  war,  to 
borrow  money  upon  the  credit  of  ports  improved 
at  their  own  expense,  to  expend  upon  ports  of 
equal  wealth,  but  of  less  independence  of  charac- 
ter and  of  less  public  spirit. 

And,  sir,  if  the  war  was  at  an  end;  if  the  Gov- 
ernment was  free  from  debt,  and  the  people  free 
from  taxation;  if  commerce,  manufactures,  and 
agriculture  were  in  a  condition  the  most  flourish- 
ing, and  the  money  market  in  a  position  easy  and 
beyond  appreiiension  of  a  cloudy  future;  and  even 
if  no  ports  had  been  improved  at  the  expense  of 
tonnage  doing  business  with  them,  but  all  stood 
upon  the  same  level  platform  so  far  as  relates  to 
past  governmental  favors, — I  would  still  be  opposed 
to  improving  a'feio  at  the  expense  of  the  rest. 

Laws  should  be  general,  not  partial  in  their  op- 
eration; universal,  not  sectional  in  the  distribution 
of  benefits  and  of  burdens;  fair,  just,  and  equal  in 
their  application  to  each'citizen  and  each  commu- 
nity whom  they  in  anywise  affect;  not  unfair,  un- 
just, and  unequal  towards  any  of  those  for  whose 
benefit  they  purport  to  have  been  made. 

Laws,  to  benefit  a  few  persons,  or  a  few  ports, 
at  the  expense  of  all,  may  perhaps  be  considered 
legitimate  in  despotic  countries,  but  certainly  are 
at  war  with  the  spirit  of  republican  institutions, 

Laws  ordaining  that  all  of  the  ports  of  this 
country  shall  be  improved  at  the  expense  of  all  the 
citizens  of  ths'United  States,  would  be  general  and 
not  particular;  and  ought,  therefore,  to  be  prefer- 
red to  those  that  designate  a  few  favorite  places 
situated  in  the  more  powerful  Slates. 

But  laws  should  ever  rest  upon  the  rock  of  uni- 
versal justice.  Commerce  cannot  subsist  without 
the  aid  of  agriculture;  and  agriculture  cannot  flour- 
ish unaided  by  commerce:  they  are  necessary  the 
one  to  the  other.  If,  therefore,  the  humble  tiller 
of  the  soil  is  to  be  taxed  to  improve  the  highways 
of  commerce,  the  more  pretending  trader  must 
contribute  to  the  improvement  of  the  roads  of  the 
farmer.  If  09ie  port  should  be  improved,  then  all; 
if  one  road,  all. 

And  for  this  plain  reason,  it  is  as  unjust  to  com- 
pel a  farmer  in  Maryland  to  assist  a  ship-owner  in 
Buffalo  to  build  a  wharf  to  moor  his  vessel  along 


side  of,  as  it  is  to  compel  the  Buffalo  ship-owner 
to  assist  the  Maryland  farmer  to  make  his  wagon- 
road  to  the  nearest  market  town.  If  ships  and 
ship-accommodations  are  necessary  to  the  conduc- 
tion of  the  farmer's  crops  to  the  foreign  market, 
from  which  he  draws  his  profits,  so  are  roads  the 
necessary  and  indispensable  channels  through 
which  to  obtain  those  products  from  which  the 
merchant  makes  his  profits.  One  class  is  as  de- 
pendant and  as  independent  as  the  other;  neither 
can  "  get  gain"  without  the  aid  of  the  other. 

If,  therefore,  it  is  proposed  that  this  Govern- 
ment, forgetting  that  it  was  created  to  establish 
justice,  to  provide  for  the  common  defence  against 
foreign  and  domestic  violence,  to  secure  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty,  and  to  form  a  more  perfect  union — 
I  say,  if  this  Government,  forgetful  of  the  objects 
which  called  it  into  beneficial  existence,  is  to  be 
precipitated  into  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  inter- 
nal improvements,  that  system  should  be  general, 
and  not  sectional  or  special.  Not  one  port  only 
should  be  selected  from  a  weak  State,  while  a 
dozen  are  to  be  allotted  to  a  strong  one,  but, 
regardless  of  everything  but  the  ever-abiding  prin- 
ciples of  even-handed  justice,  all  ports  should  be 
alike  the  objects  of  legislative  care  and  the  recipi- 
ents of  Government  bounty.  As  the  dew  of 
heaven,  so  should  the  justice  of  the  government 
of  man,  fall  alike  and  equally  upon  all. 

Taxes  should  be  imposed  v/ith  the  strictest  ref- 
erence to  perfect  equality.  No  one  man's  dollar, 
no  one  man's  head,  should  be  taxed  at  a  higher 
rate  than  the  dollar  or  the  head  of  another.  My 
dollar,  my  life,  my  reputation,  my  liberty,  are  each 
as  precious,  and  no  more  precious,  in  the  eye  of  a 
just  and  equal  law,  than  those  of  the  greatest  or  of 
the  huimblest  of  my  fellow-citizens. 

All  citizens  being  called  upon  equally  to  contrib- 
ute to  the  supply  of  money  to  carry  on  works  of 
internal  improvement,  may  they  not  demand,  in 
terms  that  justice  cannot  deny,  that  those  taxes 
shall  be  disbursed  upon  improvements  that  shall 
benefit  all  as  equally  as  they  burdened  all  ? 

The  system  proposed,  to  be  just,  must  be  uni- 
versal— must  be  co-extensive  with  the  vast  terii- 
tory  we  inhabit.  Any  other  system  would  fail  to 
possess  that  quality,  the  failure  to  have  which 
ought  ever  to  be  fatal  to  all  bills  submitted  for  the 
consideration  of  this  House — I  mean  equal  justice 
to  all  sections  of  this  vast  country, /auoritis/n.  to 
none! 

Mr.  FISHER  here  obtained  the  floor  and  moved 
for  the  rising  of  the  committee. 

The  motion  prevailing,  the  committee  rose  ac- 
cordingly. 

And  thereupon  the  House  adjounied. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred : 

liy  Mr.  GIDDINGS  :  The  petition  of  B.  Huhbard  and  168 
otlier  citizens  ot  Poi  tage  county,  Oliio,  and  of  Ransom  Bald- 
win and  23  otlier  citizens  ot'  Stark  county,  Oliio,  to  absolve 
the  people  of  tiie  free  States  from  the  support  of  slavery,  or 
tor  a  dissolution  of  our  present  Union  between  the  free  and 
slave  States.  Also,  the  petition  of  C.  R.  Ensign  and  236 
inhabitants  of  Madison,  Ohio,  against  the  extension  of  sla- 
very, and  to  close  the  Mexican  war.  Also,  the  petition  of  36 
gentlemen  and  80  ladies  of  Madison,  Lake  county,  Ohio,  for 
the  withdrawal  of  the  army  from  Mexico  to  the  United 
States,  and  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace.  Also,  of  William 
Reed  and  180  inhabitants  of  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  for  a 
change  of  mail  route  in  said  county. 

By  Mr.  SCKENCK:  The  petition  of  many  citizens  of 
Ohio,  praying  tor  tiie  e.<tal)lishnient  of  a  riiail  route  from 
Eaton  to  Greenville,  in  that  State,  by  the  way  of  New  Cas- 
tme.  Al.-o,  two  petitions  of  Nathaniel  and  Cathaiine  Law- 
rence, of  New  York,  parents  of  Lieutenant  N.  C.  Lawrenco: 
and  of  .lohn  C.  liawrence,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  de- 
ceased, |)raying  for  pensions.  Also,  the  petition  and  papers 
of  liutli  Freeman,  widow  of  Captain  Thomas  Freennin,  of 
Ohio,  praying  for  compensation  for  extraordinary  services 
rendered  hi  the  war  of  ]812-'15,  and  fur  rcinihiirscment  of 
moneys  advanced  to  the  soldiers  under  his  eonimand,  with- 
drawn from  the  files.  Also,  the  petition  of  Catharine  Itinker, 
of  Phil.-ididphia,  widow  of  Samuel  Rinker,  who  was  a  sail- 
ingma>terin  the  United  States  navy  during  the  war  of  the 
Kevolntion,  praving  for  a  pension  or  conipensati(ni. 

I?y  Mr.  EMlillEE  :  The  memorial  of  W.  A.  Twig;  and 
others,  citizens  of  I'osey  county,  Indiana,  praying  tor  the 
reduction  of  postage  on  all  newspapers  containing  not  over 
.•iOl)  square  im  lies.  Also,  the  memorial  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Orange  counlv,  Indiana,  on  the  same  subject. 

J5y  Mr.  PUTNAM  :  The  resolutions  of  the  New  York  Slate 
Legislature,  asking  the  prohibition  of  slavery  or  involuntary 
servitude  in  territorial  governments,  if  established  in  New 
Mexico  and  the  Californias  as  recommended  by  the  Presi- 
dent in  his  annual  message. 

By  Mr.  HARALSON:  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
the  city  of  Atalanta,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  praying  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  United  Stales  arsenal  at  that  place. 

llyMr.  HOLMES,  of  Nsw  York:  Confcurrt;ntrc«olutions 


of  the  State  of  New  York  in  relation  to  slavery  in  the  con- 
quered provinces  of  New  Mexico  and  the  Californias. 

By  Mr.  RUiVlSEY  :  The  petition  of  deputy  iiostmasfers 
and  others,  citizens  of  Steuben  county.  New  York,  praying 
for  additional  compensation  to  deputy  postmasters  at  otiices 
where  mails  arrive  between  nine  o'clock  at  night  and  five  in 
the  morning. 

fiyMr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina:  The  petition  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Charleston,  praying  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  branch  mint. 

By  Mr.  DICICiNSON  :  Petitions  from  citizens  of  Sandus- 
ky and  Hancock  counties,  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  reduce 
the  postage  on  newspapers  of  small  dimensions.  Also,  pe- 
titions from  citizens  of  Wyandot  county,  Ohio,  praying 
Congress  to  carry  into  effect  the  treaty  of  Brownstovvn  and 
the  laws  of  Congress  relating  to  a  road  southerly  from  Lower 
Sandusky. 

By  Mr.  CROWELL  :  The  petition  of  Thomas  Jones  and 
others,  citizens  of  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  praying  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  prohibiting  the  sale  of  the  public  domain  to  any 
persons  except  actual  settlers,  and  in  quantities  not  exceed- 
ing one  hundred  and  sixty  acres ;  ten  per  cent,  to  be  dis- 
counted from  Government  prices  on  payment  of  each  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  ;  twenty  per  cent,  on  eighty  acres  ; 
forty  per  cent,  on  forty  acres,  and  fifty  per  cent,  on  twenty 
acres. 

By  Mr.  TWEEDY:  The  petition  of  C.  Latham  Shoies, 
and  forty-two  others,  asking  for  the  establishment  of  a  mail 
route  from  Southport,  Wiscon.sin,  to  Antioch,  Illinois,  via 
Pleasant  Prairie.  Also,  the  petition  of  Obeli  M.  Ward  and 
thirty-six  others,  for  the  same  object. 

By  Mr.  McCLELLAND:  The  petition  of  Orville  B.  Dib- 
ble and  George  C.  Bates,  of  the  city  of  E)etroit,  for  a  grantto 
a  company  incorporated  by  the  State  of  Michigan  of  the  right 
of  way  through  Government  lands  for  the  construction  of  a 
ship  canal  around  the  falls  of  St.  Mary's  river,  in  said  St.ate  ; 
and  also  for  an  appropriation  of  lands  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  work. 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR :  The  petition  of  Catharine  Davison 
and  forty-five  others,  citizens  of  Brown  and  Adams  coun- 
ties, in  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  a  reduction  of  postage  on 
small  newspapers.  Also,  the  petition  of  H.  J.  de  Bruiu  and 
thirty-one  others,  citizens  of  Adams  and  Brown  counties,  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  reduce  the  excessive 
postage  now  charged  on  small  newspapers. 


IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  February  8,  1848.  ' 

Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  a  preamble  and  reso- 
lution passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Indiana,  in  favor  of  passing  a  law  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  the  claims  of  the  representatives 
of  Francis  Vigo,  for  advances  to  the  troops  under 
General  George  Rogers  Clark  in  the  Illinois  cam- 
paign; which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  a  resolution  passed 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  favor  of  abolishing  the  postage  on  newspapers 
not  sent  over  thirty  miles  from  the  ]ilace  of  publi- 
cation, and  such  other  modifications  of  the  post 
oflice  laws  as  will  provide  a  uniform  system  of 
cheap  postage  on  letters  and  newspapers;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  YULEE  presented  the  memorial  of  Bene- 
dict Madeore,  Vicar  General  of  Florida,  and  pastor 
of  the  Church  of  St.  Augustine,  and  the  memorial 
of  the  trustees  and  members  of  that  church,  pray- 
ing the  re-transfer  to  its  rightful  owners  of  the 
property  belonging  to  the  church,  which  was  im- 
properly conveyed  to  the  United  States  at  the 
cession  of  Florida,  as  public  property,  by  the 
Spanish  authorities;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  two  petitions  of 
citizens  of  the  county  of  Hancock,  Maine,  pray- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Bucks- 
po°rt  to  George's  Corner,  in  that  State;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Also,  the  petition  of  AJfi-ed  Marshall,  collector 
of  the  district  of  Belfast,  in  the  State  of  Maine, 
praying  an  increase  of  compensation;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  the  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Alleghany  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying 
a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage  on  newspapers; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Oflice  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Samuel  Blake,  praying  com- 
pensation for  his  services  in  taking  the  sixth  census ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  of  Tho- 
mas L.  L.  Brent,  praying  to  be  allowed  an  outfit 
as  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  at  the 
court  of  Madrid;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations.  c  r^    tjr 

Mr.  MASON  presented  the  petition  of  C.  H. 
McCormick,  praying  an  extension  of  his  patent 
for  a  reaping  machine;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Offtcc. 
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Mr.  CAMERON  presented  the  petition  of  Jo- 
seph Nock,  praying  an  extension  of  his  patent 
for  padlocks,  desk,  chest,  and  trunk  locks;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the 
Patent  Office. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  the  petition  of  John  W. 
Leuchs,  praying  the  return  of  certain  ^oods  seized 
by  the  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York,  for  an 
alleged  violation  of  the  revenue  laws,  and  indem- 
nity for  loss  sustained  by  him  in  consequence  of 
such  seizure;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  presented  the 
memorial  of  John  Gnlder,  praying  remuneration 
for  an  alleged  infringement  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  of  his  jiatent  for  an  improvement 
in  the  system  of  public  finance;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  presented  the  petition  of  John 
P.  Baldwin,  praying  that  a  register  may  issue  to  him 
for  the  schooner  Robert  Henry;  which  was  refer- 
red to  tlie  Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  C.\MERON,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  heirs  of  James  Bell  have  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition  and  papers. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

-  Mr.  MANGUM,  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent and  agreed  to: 

Resotver!,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  authorizpd 
to  pay  out  (if  the  contingent  fund  the  person  who  performed 
the  duties  of  one  of  the  enijrossin?  clerics  of  the  Senate  wlio 
was  sick  during  the  late  recess,  at  the  same  rate  of  compen- 
satiori  as  is  usually  paid  to  temporary  clerks  employed  by 
the  Senate,  for  tlie  time  he  was  so  engaged. 

Mr.  BAGBY  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent 
and  agreed  to: 

Rcsolceil,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
Btrurted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  causinj;  a  survey 
and  examination  to  he  made  with  a  view  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  national  foundry  at  Tuscaloosa,  in  the  State  of 
Alabama. 

Mr.  CAMERON,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  whom  was  referred  the  motion  to  print  the 
memorial  of  the  representatives  of  the  religious 
society  of  Friends  for  the  States  of  New  York, 
Vermont,  Michigan,  and  some  parts  adjacent, 
praying  for  the  settlement  of  the  difficulties  with 
Mexico  by  negotiation,  reported  that  the  same  be 
not  printed;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisi- 
ana, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  authorize  the  relinquishment  of  the  16lh  section 
in  certain  cases,  and  the  selection  of  other  lands  in 
lieu  thereof;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
times  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  DOWNS  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow, 
or  some  early  day  thereafter,  he  will  ask  leave  of 
the  Senate  to  introduce  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
offences  committed  in  cutting,  destroying,  or  re- 
moving live  oak, and  other  limber  or  trees  reserved 
for  naval  purposes,"  approved  2d  March,  1831; 
and  for  other  purposes. 

THANKS  TO  GENERAL  SCOTT. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Congress  to 
Major  General  Winfield  Scott,  and  the  ti-oops 
under  his  command,  was  read  the  first  and  second 
times  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  VULEE.  I  desire  to  suggest  an  amend- 
ment to  the  resolution;  orat  all  events,  I  hope  that 
the  committee  lo  which  the  resolution  will  be 
referred  will  so  modify  the  resolution  as  to  make 
it  embrace  the  officers  of  the  navy  of  the  United 
fjtutes  who  participated  in  the  operations  at  Vera 
Cru7.. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Introduce  n  separate  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  YULEE.  1  hope  these  naval  officers  will 
be  included. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  trust  that  the  honorable 
Senator  will  not  insist  upon  a  reference  of  this 
resolution.  I  think  that  the  usual  course  has  been 
to  pass  sepnrale  resolutions;  and  if  the  gentleman 
will  propose  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  olHcers 
of  the  navy,  it  would  meet  with  our  cordial  assent. 
I  hope  that  this  resolution  will  be  put  upon  its 
passage. 

Mr.  NILES.  I  tliink  that  this  is  a  subject  of 
some  delicacy,  and  that  the  resolution  ought  to  be 
referred.     There  is,  I  presume,  no  doubt  that  tho 


body  will  unanimously  agree  to  carrj'  out  the  sub- 
stantial purposes  intended  to  be  effected  by  the 
resolution.  But  the  form  of  the  resolution  may  be 
a  matter  of  some  importance  ;  and  it  may  be  wor- 
thy of  consideration  whether  the  scope  of  it  is 
such  as  to  do  justice  to  all  the  officers  who  have  a 
right  to  expect  even-handed  justice  from  us.  I 
move  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

THANKS  TO  GENERAL  TAYLOR. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives expressive  of  thanks  to  Major  General 
Taylor,  was  read  the  first  and  second  times  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

MEXICAN  NEGOTIATIONS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
resolution,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Baldwin, 
and  it  was  agreed  to: 

Resolied,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  rft- 
quested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate,  if  in  tin?  possession 
of  the  Department  of  Slate,  a  copy  of  the  instructions  of  the 
Ministerial  Council  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico  to  the  com- 
aussioner.s  appointed  to  negotiate  with  Mr.  'J'rist,  d;ited  at 
Mexico  on  or  about  the  2-lth  day  of  Anjiiisf,  18-17;  together 
with  the  proposals  or  project,  if  any,  submitted  by  the  Mex- 
ican commissioners  as  the  basis  of  a  treaty,  prior  to  the 
counter-project  submitted  by  them  on  the  8th  of  September, 
1847,  and  already  communicated  to  the  Senate;  and  also, 
the  proceedings,  if  any,  which  were  had  in  relation  to  said 
proposals  lirst  submitted  ;  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  commu- 
nicated consistently  witli  the  public  interest. 

JUDICIAL  DISTRICTS  IN  ARKANSAS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  divide  the  district 
of  Arkansas  into  two  judicial  districts. 

Mr.  BREESE  suggested,  that  as  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Sevier,]  who  had  proposed 
an  amendinent  to  the  bill,  was  not  now  in  his  seat, 
tlie  bill  be  passed  by  informally. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  remarked,  that  the  bill  when  it 
came  up  in  its  order  had  been  already  passed  by 
in  consequence  of  the  amendment  having  been 
offered  by  his  colleague.  He  had  no  objection, 
however,  to  pass  it  by  now,  if  a  day  were  fixed 
for  its  consideration. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  expressed  the  hope  that 
some  day  would  be  fixed  for  the  consideration  of 
the  bill,  so  that  it  would  be  known  when  it  would 
come  up.  He  believed  that  they  were  encuinber- 
ing  the  country  in  every  direction  with  Federal 
courts,  in  his  opinion,  beyond  the  necessities  of 
the  country,  and  contrary  to  the  true  spirit  of  the 
Governinent.  In  the  populous  State  from  which 
he  came,  there  was  but  one  United  States  district 
court,  and  it  had  not  a  week's  business  in  the 
year.  Unless  the  people  of  Arkansas  were  vastly 
litigious,  he  could  not  imagine  how  such  an  amount 
of  business  could  be  furnished  as  would  require  an 
additional  court. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  had  no  objection  to  any  day 
wliich  any  gentleman  might  be  disposed  to  name. 
He  would  observe,  however,  that  this  bill  stood 
upon  a  peculiar  foundation.  The  Judiciar)'  Com- 
mittee had  never,  since  lie  became  a  member  of  it, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  creation  of  more  than  two 
or  three  of  these  courts.  In  the  present  case,  it 
was  not  intended  to  create  a  new  judge,  but  only 
a  new  court,  for  the  reasons  plainly  set  forth  in  a 
report  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate.  It  would 
be  observed,  by  referring  to  that  report,  that  the 
court  had  jurisdiction  to  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
and  the  reasoti  assigned  for  the  creation  of  a  new 
one,  which  he  believed  to  be  conclusive,  was  the 
great  difficulty  of  compelling  the  Indian  witnesses 
to  come  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred 
miles  into  the  interior  of  the  State,  to  give  testi- 
mony in  cases  arising  in  that  region.  Heretofore, 
the  expense  to  the  Government  had  been  enormous; 
and  there  was  no  doubt,  that  if  the  court  which  it 
was  now  proposed  to  create,  had  existed  from  the 
fii-st,  the  saving  to  the.  Government  would  have 
amounted  to  at  least  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The 
saving  of  this  ex|)enditure  hereafter,  and  the  ren- 
dering facilities  in  the  execution  of  justice  in  the 
Indian  country,  were  the  objects  of  the  present 
bill.  It  was  proposed  to  locate  the  court  on  the 
western  border  of  the  State,  at  Van  Burcn.  He 
had  taken  the  jirecaution,  after  the  unanimous  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Slate  Legislature,  to  procure 
a  Icttei-  froin  the  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs 
at  the  West,  Captain  Armstrong,  and  also  from 
the  commanding  genci-al,  both  of  whom  recom- 
mended the  creation  of  tlie  new  court  as  a  means  i 


of  punishing  crine  in  the  Indian  country,  and  of 
economizinu;  the  expenditures  of  the  Government. 
He  referred  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  to  the 
report  in  this  case,  which  would,  he  apprehended, 
remove  his  olijections  to  the  Ijill.  In  conclusion, 
he  had  no  objection  to  fixing  a  particular  day  for 
the  bill,  and  would  name  to-morrow. 

The  bill  was  then  postponed,  and  made  the  order 
of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Marvin,  in  con- 
firming the  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Florida,  granted 
by  the  Spanish  Government  to  Bernardo  Segui,  on 
the  20th  of  December,  1815,  was  read  the  second 
time  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported  to 
the  Senate,  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  tiine. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wliole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susan 
E.  Gordon. 

The  question  being  put  upon  agreeing  to  the 
amendinent  to  the  bill  reported  from  the  Coinmittee 
of  Claims,  it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
bill;  and  the  question  being  on  concurring  in  said 
amendment — 

Mr.  DAYTON  said  that  this  was  one  of  that 
class  of  bills  which  had  of  late  years  so  multiplied 
upon  the  Senate.  He  thought  that  it  ought  to  be 
exainined  with  a  little  more  care,  and  as  the  hour 
had  now  arrived  for  the  special  order,  he  moved 
that  the  bill  should  be  passed  by  informally. 

Mr.  FOOTE  hoped  that  that  course  would  not 
be  taken,  and  he  was  sure  that  if  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  knew  the  history  of  the  case,  he 
would  not  present  any  obstacle  to  the  passage  of 
the  bill.  As  for  himself,  he  had  been  exceedingly 
patient  and  forbearing  in  reference  to  the  case, 
although  he  had  been  urged  very  earnestly  to  ask 
the  Senate  to  take  it  up  out  of  its  order.  The  claim 
was  an  eminently  meritorious  one;  and  the  bill 
was  in  substance  the  same  as  that  which  passed 
the  Senate  unanimously  at  the  last  session,  and 
which  would  have  been  passed  by  the  Hous?,  but 
froin  the  accidental  circumstance  that  it  was  not 
reached  on  the  calendar.  It  had  been  carefully 
considered  in  the  committee,  and  amended  chiefly 
in  its  phraseology.  The  amendment  offered  did 
not  afl^ect  the  material  clause  of  the  bill  at  all.  Ho 
knew  the  parties  interested  in  this  case,  and  they 
were  persons  of  high  moral  worth.  It  was  a  very 
small  affair,  and  he  did  hope  that  no  impediment 
would  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  ^ 

Mr.  DAYTON  observed,  that  perhaps  it  would 
facilitate  the  gentleman's  views  if  he  consented  to 
the  bill  being  passed  l)y  informally.  He  did  not 
know  that  any  objection  would  be  made  to  its 
passage. 

Mr.  FOOTE  acquie.'sced.  and  the  bill  was  passed 
by  informally. 

THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  military 
force. 

Mr.  MILLER  apologized  to  the  Senate  for 
entering  on  the  discussion  which  had  already  ex- 
hausted the  attention  of  the  Senate;  but  he  was 
impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty  to  express  his  views. 
He  gave  his  views  of  the  true  meaning  of  the  law 
of  May,  1846,  which  authorized  an  appropriation 
of  men  and  means  to  carry  on  the  war.  He  con- 
sidered that  that  act  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of 
iminediately  jiutting  an  end  to  a  war  which  was 
believed  to  have  been  unnecessarily  commenced. 
It  was  to  enable  the  Governinent  to  terminate  the 
war,  that  the  supplies  were  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  President  For  all  supplies,  up  to  this  time, 
he  had  given  his  vote.  Congress  and  the  army 
had  done  their  duly;  but  how  had  the  President 
performed  the  duty  assigned  to  him.'  He  had  ad- 
mitted Santa  Anna  into  Mexico,  and  the  result  is 
before  us.  He  had  sent  Mr.  Trist,  a  clerk  of  the 
State  Department,  to  enter  into  a  negotiation;  but 
what  he  has  done,  or  where  he  is,  cannot  be  dis- 
covered. He  has  been  using  the  army  and  navy 
to  drive  a  bargain  with  Mexico,  and  now  wc  are 
told  it  is  impossible  to  tell  if  the  war  can  be  termi- 
nated without  the  utter  aimihilation  of  Mexico. 

He  denied  that  the  President  had  any  power  to 
make  a  bargain  with  Mexico,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  territory. 

He  vindicated  the  opponents  of  the  war  from  IJie 
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cimrge  made  against  tliem  of  improperly  throwing 
obslacles  in  the  way  of  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
He  asserted  that  the  sense  of  the  country — of  Con- 
gress— of  members  of  the  Senate,  on  both  sides  of 
the  Chamber,  was  against  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  for  the  purpose  of  conquest.  On  theother  hand, 
if  the  President  would  carry  on  the  war  for  the 
object  originally  declared — the  speedy  termination 
of  the  contest — there  would  be  no  opposition.  Bat 
the  war  has  gone  on,  step  by  step,  until  the  Gov- 
ernment is  chained  to  it,  and  the  original  object 
is  lost  sight  of.  We  are  now  told,  that  we  are  to 
throw  ourselves  into  the  hands  of  a  blind  destiny, 
which  is  to  conduct  us  whither  it  may. 

He  would  show  that  this  bill  was  not  necessary 
for  the  relief  of  the  army;  that  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  carry  out  the  object  for  which  it  was  com- 
menced— the  prosecution  of  the  war  for  the  obtain- 
ment  of  a  sfieedy  peace;  that  to  authorize  this 
new  supply  of  troops,  would  be  to  enter  on  a  new 
war;  and  that  the  tendency  of  all  was,  the  entire 
annihilation  of  Mexico. 

Even  a  war  unconstitutionally  commenced  by 
the  President  had  its  claims  on  Congress.  It  may 
be  a  war  of  the  President's  making,  but  it  was 
productive  t>f  injury  to  the  country,  and  therefore 
called  for  the  action  of  Congress.  He  went  on  to 
show  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  was  not  neces- 
sary for  the  relief  of  our  army.  The  number  of 
our  troops  in  Mexico  at  this  time,  he  held  to  be 
sufficient  to  hold  all  the  strong-  places  in  the  coun- 
try. And  beyond  this,  the  President  possessed 
an  unexecuted  authority  to  raise  twenty  thousand 
men.  Yet  while  he  held  this  authority,  this  bill 
was  introduced  and  urged  in  the  Senate  with  un- 
usual pertinacity,  without  allowing  time  for  proper 
deliberation.  AH  the  glorious  victories  in  the  war 
had  been  v/on  by  numbers  bearing  no  proportio.'i 
to  the  strength  of  the  enemy.  Yet  an  immense 
territory  had  been  traversed,  every  strong  fortress 
subdued,  opposing  armies  conquered,  and  popu- 
lous cities  occupied  by  an  army  not  exceeding  fif- 
teen thousand  men.  And  we  are  now  told  that  to 
hold  our  conquests,  an  addition  of  forty  thousand 
or  fifty  thousand  men  is  necessary.  Mexico  has 
been  lacerated,  pierced  in  every  limb,  and  stricken 
in  heart;  and  now  we  talk  of  a  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war.  This  resembled  the  courage  of 
Falstaft';  it  was  sending  our  troops  to  come  in,  not 
at,  but  after  the  death. 

He  quoted  from  the  President's  message  to  show 
how  completely  our  arms  had  triumphed  at  every 
step  during  the  war. 

The  force  asked  is  not  necessary  to  obtain  all  or 
any  of  the  objects  avowed  by  tlie  President  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  war — to  repel  invasion,  to 
avenge  the  blood  of  our  citizens,  and  to  restore 
peace.  We  had  succeeded  in  driving  back  Mex- 
ico in  a  manner  which  will  prevent  her  from 
again  invading  us.  We  harl  sufficiently  avenged 
the  American  blood  s])ed,  in  the  victories  we  have 
obtained.  The  overthrow  of  Paredes  had  been 
accomplished.  Indemnity  for  the  past  the  Presi- 
dent had  already  obtained;  for  he  had  stated  that 
the  cession  of  California  and  New  Mexico  would 
be  deemed  sufficient  not  only  for  indemnity,  but  to 
warrant  the  payment  of  fifteen  millions  from  our 
treasury.  We  have  obtained  the  territory  speci- 
fied, and  hold  it,  never  to  be  given  up,  as  we 
have  already  established  a  territorial  government 
there.  The  President  may  say  he  desires  Mexico 
to  acknowledge  our  right  to  this  territory  by  a 
treaty  of  peace.  To  this  it  may  be  answered,  that 
we  have  it  already,  and  it  is  never  to  be  given 
up;  and  if  it  is  demanded  that  we  pay  fifteen 
millions  for  a  peace  to  e.stablish  our  title,  he  was 
not  willing  to  go  into  a  war  for  any  such  ob- 
ject. 

What  i.s  the  .security  for  the  future  that  we  ask.' 
Is  it  to  keep  the  peace?  Is  it  that  Mexico  will  not 
permit  any  foreign  interference?  What  security 
can  she  give  against  such  a  contingency.? — unless, 
indeed,  it  be,  v/hat  has  been  darkly  foreshadowed, 
that  we  take  possession  of  the  whole  of  Mexico. 
A  giant,  scratched  by  a  pin  in  the  hands  of  a 
child,  might  as  well  demand  that  the  child  be 
boimd  over  to  keep  the  peace,  as  a  security  against 
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its  recurrence.     Every  object  had  been  obtained, 
except  conquering  a  peace. 

It  has  been  usually  considered  that  when  all  the 
legal  objects  of  a  war  have  been  accomplished, 
peace  follows  as  a  matter  of  course.  We  have 
obtained  the  objects  for  which  the  war  was  com- 
menced, and  to  prosecute  the  war  any  longer  is  to 
commence  a  new  virar.  In  this  case,  war  becomes 
the  master  of  peace.  Mexico  is  powerless,  and 
we  ourselves  can  alone  make  peace. 

What  is  the  plan  of  the  President  to  conquer 
peace?  He  has  told  us  that  we  have  hitherto  be- 
haved with  liberality  towards  Mexico,  but  that 
she  has  misunderstood  us,  an.d  we  must  now 
change  our  policy,  strike  at  her  vitals',  and  make 
her  feel  the  miseries  of  war — in  other  words,  strike 
at  her  social  fabric,  seize  private  property,  go  from 
town  to  town — as  the  chairman  of  the  Military 
Committee  said,  from  steeple  to  steeple. 

Mr.  CASS.  Never — never.  I  never  used  such 
language. 

Mr.  MILLER.  I  must  have  misunderstood. 
Mr.  M.  then  read  from  the  President's  message, 
to  shov/  the  reasons  assigned  by  him  for  changing 
the  character  of  the  war.  In  the  attempt  to  regen- 
erate Mexico  by  enforcing  taxation  and  inflicting 
misery  on  her,  suppose  we  fail  in  obtaining  indem- 
nity. Then  the  President  tells  us  we  must  take 
indemnity  in  our  own  hands:  we  must  place  our 
foot  on  the  ruins  of  a  sister  Republic,  and  seize 
whatever  comes  within  our  grasp. 

As  to  the  annihilation  of  all  Mexico,  this  object 
had  been  avowed  by  some.  Monstrous  as  was 
the  idea  of  swallowing  all  Mexico,  it  had  been 
thought  of  by  the  President. 

Mr.  CASS  explained,  that  he  had  never  advo- 
cated the  annihilation  of  all  Mexico.  Fie  had  said 
that  if  we  were  to  obtain  Mexico  by  absorption 
through  the  pores,  or  by  swallowing  through  the 
throat — deglutition — it  would  not  destroy  us.  He 
admitted  it  wovild  be  injurious;  but  if  the  obsti- 
nacy of  the  Mexican  people  should  lead  to  that 
result,  he  had  enough  confidence  in  the  intelligence 
of  the  American  people  to  be  assured  it  would  not 
destroy  us. 

Mr.  MILLER  resumed,  by  pointing  out  the 
hold  which  the  idea  of  annexation  was  taking  of 
the  public  mind,  and  the  danger  of  giving  counte- 
nance to  it  here.  It  had  been  asserted  by  another 
Senator  that  we  had  a  divine  right  to  take  posses- 
sion of  Mexico;  and  he  had  appealed  to  the  Is- 
raelites' taking  possession  of  Canaan.  The  cases 
were  not  parallel.  The  Israelites  went  from  a 
land  of  bondage  to  the  homes  of  their  fathers. 
We  go  from  a  land  of  freedom  to  one  of  bond- 
age. 

He  would  not  vote  a  dollar  or  a  man  for  the 
conquest  of  Mexico,  the  tendency  of  which  would 
be  to  break  down  all  free  institutions.  To  give 
these  troops  would  be  to  begin  a  new  war  with  a 
new  object.  We  could  not  hereafter  plead  our 
ignorance  of  the  objects  for  which  they  are  asked, 
after  the  avov/als  which  liave  been  made;  and  we 
could  no  longer  remonstrate  against  the  prosecution 
of  the  war  on  these  grounds.  It  was  due  to  us  that 
we  should  make  known  the  objects  of  the  war. 
Our  fathers  did  this  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  and  we  ought  to  follow 
their  example.  Instead  of  this,  we  lia,ve  adopted 
a  series  of  catch  words,  which  are  to  stand  in  the 
place  of  a  declaration  of  war.  Let  the  people  be 
enlightened  as  to  the  true  objects  of  the  war,  and 
then  let  them  say  if  they  will  expend  their  blood 
and  treasure  in  the  pursuit  of  them. 

Whatever  intentions  honorable  Senators  on  the 
other  side  may  have,  the  tendency  of  the  war  is  to 
the  annihilation  of  Mexico.  This  war  has  now 
become  a  war  of  conquest.  Our  jiower  pervades 
all  the  territory,  and  controls  all  the  movements 
and  institutions  of  the  Mexicans.  The  Govern- 
ment is  dead — the  subject  is  before  us — not  to 
invoke  the  upright  steel  of  the  soldier,  but  a  sub- 
ject for  dissection.  Let  the. army  stand  back, 
and  let  the  President  come  forward  and  commence 
his  dissection.  There  is  no  reason  for  apprehen- 
sion. The  corpse  cannot  hurt  you.  Take  any  limb 
you  may  desire,  as  New  Mexico  and  California 


have  been  already  cut  off.  The  war,  if  continued, 
must  end  in  the  conquest  of  all  Mexico.  The 
chairman  of  the  Military  Committee  says  he  ig 
opposed  to  this  result;  so  says  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations;  so  says  the 
President;  yet  such  is  the  inevitable  tendency  of 
the  prolongation  of  the  war. 

Peace,  too,  he  maintained,  was  in  our  power. 
But  it  appeared  we  could  not  agree  among  our- 
selves as  to  what  we  should  ask.  One  desires  all 
Mexico,  one  will  take  but  a  part,  and  one  will 
have  no  teriitory  at  all.  More  troops  are  not 
necessary  to  make  peace,  and  to  give  more  would 
be  to  sanction  the  continuance  of  the  wnx  for  the 
pur]3ose  of  conquering  all  Mexico.  As  to  foreign 
interference,  he  saw  no  danger  of  such  a  result, 
unless  by  our  own  course  we  provoke  it. 

The  President  avowed  his  intention  to  strike 
the  vitals  of  Mexico.  He  did  not  intend  the  heart, 
the  country;  but  it  is  now  clear  that  he  means  the 
mines.  We  are  to  send  our  forces  into  the  bowels 
of  the^arth  to  dig  out  the  sordid  ore.  It  is  a  task 
which  will  not  commend  itself  to  our  veterans. 
Well  may  Gluitman  and  Shields  and  the  gallant 
chieftain  Taylor  desire  leave  of  absence  from  such 
duty.  We  want  no  generals  and  colonels  to  con- 
vert into  tax  collectors.  There  are  no  castles  to 
be  subdued  but  that  which  every  man  has  over  his 
own  head.  There  are  no  more  battles  to  be  won. 
If  to  this  source  we  mean  to  look  for  our  indem- 
nity, let  it  be  collected  by  other  hands.  It  would 
be  more  manly  to  say  at  once,  that  we  desire  to 
prosecute  the  war  for  the  conquest  of  all  Mexico 
than  to  carry  on  a  disguised  warfare. 

Mr.  .TEFPERSON  DAVIS  explained,  that  he 
never  could  have  been  supposed  to  say  that  our 
gallant  soldiers  ought  to  be  employed  in  working 
the  mines.  He  made  some  further  observations 
concerning  the  moderation  v/hich  marked  what 
had  been  called  progressive  Democracy,  to  show 
that  the  fathei-s  of  our  country  had  more  grasping 
views  than  the  present  Administration. 

Mr.  MILLER  said  it  would  appear  that  this 
reference  was  made  to  justify  the  annexation  of  all 
MexicMD. 

Mr.  JEFFERSON  DAVIS  hoped  not.  He 
was  opposed  to  the  annexation  of  all  Mexico.  He 
referred  to  letters  from  the  Rio  Grande,  which 
spoke  of  danger  which  threatened  our  troops  in 
that  quai-ter. 

Mr.  MILLER  asked  the  Senator  if  he  believed 
there  was  any  danger  ? 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  there  might  be;  and  he  thought 
there  was. 

Mr.  MILLER  said  that  the  President,  in  that 
case,  was  to  blame,  as  he  had  power  to  call  out 
12,000  troops  more  than  he  had  in  the  service, 

Mr.  DAVIS.  That  is  only  to  fill  up  regiments. 
He  cannot  get  the  recruits. 

Mr.  MILLER  said,  that  in  every  view  of  the 
subject,  an  honorable  and  a  speedy  peace  was  now 
in  our  power.  We  Jiad  vindicated  every  national 
right.  We  have  no  right  to  exact  from  Mexico 
what  she  has  no  power  to  give.  We  said  we  de- 
sired California  and  New  Mexico;  if  she  is  willing 
to  give  us  that  territory,  will  it  be  said,  that  after 
the  unbroken  series  of  victories  we  have  won,  it 
would  be  a  dishonorable  conclusion  of  the  war  to 
accept  such  a  peace  ?  He  denied  that  any  disgrace 
could  result  from  the  exercise  of  clemency  by  the 
conquerors. 

What  prevents  peace?  Nothing  but  this  cry  of 
"  manifest  destiny" — the  spread  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race — the  glory  of  extending  our  territory 
from  sea  to  sea.  It  is  probable  that  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race  will  eventually  people  all  this  conti- 
nent; but  he  would  discourage  the  outcry  wliich 
in  the  midst  of  a  war  would  hurry  us  on  to  the 
immolation  of  a  sister  Republic.  He  denied  that 
public  opinion  was  hurrying  on  these  results.  He 
adverted  to  the  delusive  notions  which  had  been 
circulated  to  win  the  ear  of  the  people.  It  was  a 
temptation,  in  the  form  of  the  Spu-it  of  evil,  which 
whispered  "  All  these,  if  you  will  worship  the  god 
Conquest,  1  will  give  you  !"  ... 

He  stated,  in  his  conclusion,  that  moderation  iii 
ourcounril.s  and  our  course  would  lie  more  glorious: 


322 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Feb.  9. 


than  any  laurels  which  we  may  win  in  a  prolonga- 
tion of  the  war. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  obtained  the  floor,  and 
si'^nified  his  intention  to  address  the  Senate  upon 
the  bill  to-morrow;  but  subsequently  yielded  it  to 
Mr.  NILES,  with  an  informal  undenstanding  that 
he  should  be  allowed  to  follow  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut. 

iMr.  CASS  intimated  his  intention  of  proposing 
to-morrow,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  agrreed  to, 
that  the  Senate  hold  evening  sessions  until  the  ter- 
mination of  the  debate  upon  the  ten-regiment  bill. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said,  he  hoped  the  suggestion 
of  the  honorable  Senator  would  not  be  received 
with  fiivor  l)y  the  Senate.  They  were  engaged  in 
the  discussion  of  a  question  of  deep  interest,  as 
they  believed,  to  the  community.  The  honorable 
Senators  on  the  other  side  of  the  Chamber  had 
been  heard  patiently;  they  had  discussed  the  sub- 
ject at  their  leisure.  Senators  on  this  side  desired 
a  like  privilegie,  and  they  had  aright  to  expect  that 
no  urgency  on  the  part  of  honorable  Senators  on 
the  other  side  would  be  allowed  to  deprive  them 
of  that  privilege.  He  was  content  to  sit  day  after 
day,  and  listen  to  the  remarks  of  Senators,  and  to 
limit  his  own  to  a  single  day;  but  he  prayed  not 
to  be  forced  into  e\'ening  sittings  at  this  period  of 
the  session. 

Mr.  CASS  said  he  did  not  intend  to  p'ress  the 
question  to-day.  In  regard  to  what  was  said  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Georgia,  he  would  say 
that  it  was  as  disagreeable  to  him  as  it  could  be  to 
any  Senator,  to  press  a  proposition  of  this  kind; 
but  there  was,  in  this  case,  an  absolute  necessity 
for  speedy  action  upon  the  bill.  He  was  desirous 
of  submitting  some  ixmarks  himself,  and  he  was 
unwilling  to  inflict  any  restraint  upon  other  Sena- 
tors, which  he  would  not  submit  to  himself. 
MEXICAN  NEGOTIATIONS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BALDWIN,  the  vote  by 
which  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  on  yester- 
day was  this  day  agreed  to,  was  reconsidered. 

The  question  recurring  upon  agreeing  to  the  res- 
olutiort— 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  to  amend  by  ipserting  be- 
tween the  word  "  submitted"  and  the  word  "  so," 
the  following: 

"And  also  anv  correspDndence  which  may  have  taken 
place  between  Mr.  Tr^^t  and  General  Beott,  or  cither  of 
those  gentlemen,  with  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales, 
upon  the  subject  of  the  proposed  treaty  or  negotiation  be- 
tween the  United  Stales  and  Mexico,  at  the  lime  of  the  ar- 
rival of  Mr.  Trist  in  Mexico,  or  subsequently,  or  upon  the 
subject  of  the  proposals  made  to  Mr.  Tiist  by  the  commis- 
sioners of  Me.\ico." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolu- 
tion, as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 
On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  Febru(a-y  9,  1848. 
The  Journalofyesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
The  SPEAKER  proceeded  to  call  the  commit- 
tees for  reports. 

Mr.  BOTTS,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  to  pro- 
mote the  filling  up  of  vacancies  in  the  volunteer 
corps  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  re- 
ported the  same  v/ithout  amendment.  Read  and 
committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  referred  Senate  bill  to  jjrovide  additional 
quarters  near  New  Orleans  for  United  States  sol- 
diers and  volunteers  returning  from  or  going  to  the 
seat  of  war  in  Mexico,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

iMr.  BOTTS  moved  that  the  bill  be  now  put 
upon  its  passage. 

The  question  was  put,  and  agreed  to;  and  the 
bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BURT,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  le"-al 
representatives  of  Antonio  Pacheco.  Read  alid 
committed. 

Mr.  DICKEY,  from  the  same  committee,  in 
behalf  of  the  minority,  made  a  report  adverse  to 
the  petition  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Antonio 
Pacheco.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  DICKEY  moved  that  five  thousand  extra 
copiw  of  the  majority  and  minority  reports  on  the 


petition  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Antonio 
Pacheco  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BOYD,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  milita- 
ry force,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  Febru- 
ary 11, 1847,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House, 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill- 
Mr.  BOYD  moved  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afl'airs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  reliefof  Purser 
Joseph  Bryan.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  CABELL,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Simonton 
and  others.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  for  the  reliefof  the  widow  and  heirs-at- 
law  of  Silas  Duncan,  deceased,  late  of  the  United 
States  navy;  and  a  joint  resolution  for  the  relief 
•of  William  Speiden,  purser  United  States  navy; 
which  were  lead  and  committed. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  Territories,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  the  ter- 
ritorial government  of  Oregon.  Read,  committed, 
and  made  the  special  order  for  Monday,  the  14th 
of  March. 

Mr.  COCKE,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions,  made  adverse  reports  on  the 
petitions  of  Lucy  Johnson,  John  Young,  Samuel 
Pool,  Caroline  W.  Cone,  John  Murcheson,  Anna 
Hamilton,  and  Charlotte  McCam.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  SIDNEY  LAWRENCE,  from  the  same 
committee,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Samuel  Gregory.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BOCOCK,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  the  lieirs  of 
Prudent  la  Jeuncsse,  Jacob  dinger,  and  Bathsheba 
McDaniel.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CUMMiiN'S,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Sarah 
May,  widow  of  John  May,  and  of  Francis  G.  de 
Liessielin.     'Laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  HAPvIMONS,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Plioebe 
Brown,  Mehitabel  Marble,  Fhineas  Raymond, 
and  Hugh  vV.  Dobbin.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  William 
Blake,  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Fitzwater,  and 
for  the  reliefof  Mrs.  Sarah  Hildreth;  which  bills 
were  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  WILEY,  from  the  same  cotmmittee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Pool;  a  bill 
for  the  reliefof  Aaron  Tucker;  and  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Samuel  Cony;  which  bills  v/ere  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  VENABLE,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  lor  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  William 
Evans.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  ECKERT,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  W.  P.  Brady.  Read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  W.  T.  LAWRENCE,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hervey 
Jones.     Read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  an  adverse 
report  on  the  petition  of  John  Morrison.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Connecticut,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Afl'airs,  made  a  report  to  accom- 
pany House,  bill  directing  the  mode  of  settling  the 
claims  of  Charles  G.  Ridgely.  Laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  fARRELLY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Patents,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 
Stephen  Bosverman.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  Senate 
bills  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
Joseph  Nourse,  deceased,  a  bill  in  addition  to  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  Waller  Loomis  and  Abel 
Gay,  approved  July  2,  I83(i,  and  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Edward  Bolan,  reported  the  same  sever- 
ally back  to  the  House  without  amendment.  Read 
and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a  bill 
providing  for  the  inmishment  of  false  swearing  in 
certain  cases.     Read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  an  adverse 
report  on  the  petition  of  Lewis  Roberts.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  CROWELL,  from   the  same  committee, 


i-eported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  T.  Hol- 
land.    Rend  and  committed. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  William  Stocks, 
of  Alabama,  and  James  Monroe.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  WILMOT,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  B.  Renner, 
widow  of  Daniel  Renner,  and  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Noah  A.  Phelps;  which  bills  were  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  FLOURNOY,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  John 
Martin.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DUNN,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Shaffer,  and  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Colonel 
Francis  Vigo;  which  bills  were  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

J\'Ir.  D.,by  leave,  presented  a  joint  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  in  relation 
to  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Colonel  Francis  Vigo, 
late  a  citizen  of  Knox  county,  Indiana.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  McClelland,  from  the  Committee  orj 
Foreign  Affair.s,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of  Horace  Sprague.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BOWLIN,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
better  security  of  passengers  on  board  of  vessels 
propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam,"  approved 
July  9, 1836,  and  a  bill  to  ascertain  and  fix  the  fees 
taxable  in  favor  of  the  attorney  of  theUnited  States 
for  Missouri,  for  services  rendered  in  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Mis- 
souri; which  bills  were  read  and  referred. 

Mr.  HAMPTON,  by  leave,  presented  a  joint 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  rela- 
tive to  cheap  postage.     Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
THE  LOAN  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Botts,  of  Virginia,  in 
the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  not  to  exceed  the  sum 
of  §18,500,000. 

Mr.  FISHER,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor 
from  last  evening,  addressed  the  committee.  There 
was  a  bill  now  before  the  committee  (he  said)  au- 
thorizing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
borrow  some  eighteen  millions  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  It  became  them  all  to  inquire  what 
is  the  cause  of  this  difficulty,  and  of  the  Govern- 
ment being  involved  to  the  extent  that  renders  it 
necessary  "to  ask  for  a  loan  of  that  amoilnt?  It 
was ,  necessary  for  the  people  to  know  what  in- 
duced this  state  of  things — whether  we  are  really 
just,  and  whether  we  have  come  into  our  pi-esent 
condition  in  an  honorable  and  fair  manner.  His 
colleague  [Mr.  Vinton]  the  other  day  had  shown 
clearly  that  it  was  the  object  of  the  Administration 
to  conceal  all  the  measures  it  contemplated  from 
the  citizens  of  the  United  Stales — to  conceal  the 
real  situation  and  condition  of  public  afJaiis  from 
the  people,  who  have  the  right  to  know.  He  [Mr. 
v.]  had  shown  clearly  that  the  Administration 
over-estimated  in  the  one  case,  and  under-estimated 
in  the  other — over-estimated  the  income  of  the 
Government,  and  under-estimated  its  expenditures; 
and  by  that  means  had  fallen  short  by  the  sum  now 
asked  to  defray  the  expenditures  of  the  present 
fiscal  year.  He  must  say  here  in  his  place  (and 
he  desired  to  speak  candidly  on  this  subject)  that 
it  had  been  the  policy  of  this  Administration,  from 
the  commencement  of  this  war  to  the  present  time, 
to  keep  the  peo[ile  in  ignorance  of  the  true  causes 
of  this  war,  and  of  the  real  condition  of  this  coun- 
try as  affected  by  the  war. 

It  certainly  was  a  fact  that  the  present  war  could 
not  be  justified  upon  any  sound  principles  of  rea- 
son or  justice;  the  course  we  had  pursued  could 
not  be  justified  by  a  statement  of  facts  or  fair 
argument:  consequently,  the  President,  in  his  mes- 
sages, was  driven  to  tlie  necessity  of  making  state- 
ments that  were  utterly  untrue.  His  advocates, 
also,  who  were  driven  to  tho  neces.siiy  either  of 
ai)andoning  the  President  or  supporting  him  in  his 
false  position — who  could  not  support  the  course 
of  the  Administration  by  truth  and  matter  of  fact, 
were  obliged  to  do  it  (if  it  was  done  at  all)  by 
making  statements  which  were  entirely  untrue,  for 
which  there  was  no  foundation,  and  by  using  argu- 
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inents  which  were  either  utterly  unsound  and  falla- 
cious, or  foreign  to  the  subject.  This  might  seem 
to  be  a  strong  position,  but  it  was  no  stronger  than 
the  truth. 

It  would  take  a  long  time  for  him  to  trace  out  all 
the  untrue  statements  that  had  been  made  by  the 
opposite  party.  When  he  said  their  statements 
were  untrue,  he  did  not  wish  to  be  understood  as 
saying  that  they  had  actually  lied.  Tiiey  might 
have  made  these  statements  through  ignorance;  for 
what  he  knev/,  they  might  have  been  ignorant  of 
the  fact,  and  if  they  were  ignorant  of  the  fact,  of 
course  it  could  not  be  attributed  to  them  as  a  lie. 
Be  that  as  it  miglit,  it  was  their  duty  to  know  beUer; 
and  wherever  knowledge  was  a  duty,  ignorance 
was  a  crime.  Whatever  it  was  the  duty  of  a  man 
to  know,  he  did  know,  in  the  estimation  of  the 
laws  both  of  God  and  man,  and  was  held  respon- 
sible for  his  acts.  Consequently,  the  Administra- 
tion and  its  advocates  placed  themselves  in  a  posi- 
tion unenviable  indeed.  Their  statements,  their 
arguments,  their  assertions  were  opposed  to  matter 
of  fact  in  the  main;  they  were  opposed  to  the  his- 
tory of  the  country;  they  were  opposed  to  the 
intelligence  and  knowledge  of  the  whole  world, 
'^Now,  in  order  to  argue  this  question  fairly,  (for 
he  meant  to  direct  his  attention  principally  to  the 
subject  of  the  war,)  or  to  argue  any  other  question 
fairly,  it  was  positively  necessary  in  the  outset,  in 
order  that  their  arguments  might  be  directed  to  the 
point  at  issue,  for  the  opposing  or  contesting 
parties  to  ascertain  what  was  the  real  difference 
between  them — on  what  points  they  agree,  and  on 
what  points  they  do  not  agree;  they  must  ascertain 
exactly  the  issue  between  the  two  parties,  and  then 
direct  their  arguments  accordingly.  What,  then, 
was  the  issue  between  the  parties  here  in  regard 
to  this  war?  The  President  and  his  partj/  assumed 
tliat  the  war  was  just — justly  commenced;  com- 
menced by  the  act  of  iMexico;  that  the  Mexicans 
shed  the  first  blood — shed  Americkn  blood  on 
American  soil;  that  they  struck  the  first  blow. 
And  many  other  things  were  introduced  here. 
Well,  he  (Mr.  F.)  took  a  different  position. 

He  believed  the  war  was  unnecessarily  and  un- 
constitutionally commenced;  consequently,  it  was 
unjustly  commenced;  and  that,  too,  not  by  the 
President  of  Mexico,  but  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  by  his  order.  He  took  the 
ground,  also,  and  he  challenged  proof  to  the  con- 
trary, that  there  had  not  been  a  single  Mexican 
foot  placed,  nor  a  drop  of  American  blood  shed, 
on  American  soil,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war.  He  would  not  deny  himself  but  that  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas  was  a  renjote  cause  of  war. 
The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  McLane] 
said  the  other  day,  that  he  considered  the  war  una- 
voidable on  our  part;  and  to  his  (Mr.  Fisher's) 
mind — and  he  thought  it  must  be  so  to  the  mind 
of  every  man — it  was  apparent  that  if  Texas  had 
not  been  annexed,  there  would  have  been  no  war. 
But  was  the  annexation  of  Texas  unavoidable  on 
our  part?  Again:  he  believed  the  immediate  cause 
of  war  was  the  removal  of  our  forces  to  the  Rio 
Grande,  by  order  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  gentlemen  opposite  had  attempted  to 
justify  thisact  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  attempting  to  prove  that  the  territory  lying  be- 
tween the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande  belonged  to 
Texas.  Now,  if  in  this  those  gentlemen  had 
failed  to  Justify  the  President  for  moving  our  troops 
to  the  Rio  Grande — if  it  should  be  shown  that  that 
territoiy  belonged  to  Mexico — it  would  be  appa- 
rent that  the  President  of  the  United  States  had 
been  guilty  of  causing  an  invasion  of  the  territory 
of  a  neighboring  republic.  He  would  examine 
some  of  the  grounds  on  which  these  positions  rest- 
ed, and  endeavor  to  discover  some  point  on  which 
iill  parties  could  unite;  for  where  there  were  con- 
flicling  assertions,  where  there  were  irreconcilable 
statements,  it  became  necessary  to  fix  on  some 
ground  on  which  both  parties  could  unite,  as  a 
basis — as  a  point  from  which  to  start.  Well  this 
ground  he  found  here.  It  was  admitted  on  all 
hands,  and  it  would  not  be  disputed  by  any  one 
that  the  territory  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio 
Grande  did  once  lawfully  and  indisputably  belono- 
to  Mexico.  No  one,  he  apprehended,  would  dis- 
pute that.  Here,  then,  was  ground  on  which  to 
stand,  and  from  which  we  may  reason  with  respect 
to  the  claims  of  either  party.  Taking,  then,  this 
as  the  basis  of  the  argument — that  Mexico  once 
indisputably  owned  the  territory — the  next  ques- 
tion which  arose  was,  Did  Texas  subsequently 


become  the  owner  of  that  territory,  and  how  did 
she  become  possessed  of  it?  Such  a  position  was 
proved  by  existing  documents  to  be  untrue.  Mr. 
Donelson,  our  charge  d'affaires  to  Texas,  says  in 
one  of  his  letters,  that  the  most  westerly  point 
occupied  by  Texas  was  Corpus  Ghrisli.  The  most 
westerly  point,  be  it  observed;  consequently,  the 
other  territory,  if  occupied  at  all,  was  occupied  by 
Mexicans,  The  published  despatches  of  General 
Taylor  to  this  Government  also  state,  that  there 
was  a  Mexican  custom-house  and  officers  at  B'razos 
Santiago.  How,  then,  did  Texas  become  the 
owner  of  that  territory? 

It  had  been  admitted  here,  and  he  presumed  it 
would  not  now  be  disputed,  that  originally  Texas 
did  not  extend  further  west  than  the  Nueces  river. 
It  was  also  admitted  that  the  title  of  Texas  extend- 
ed as  far  as  her  jurisdiction,  which,  by  herrebellion, 
she  secured  and  exercised.  But  did  Texas,  by  her 
rebellion  against  Mexican  authority,  obtain  and  ex- 
ercise jurisdiction  over  the  territory  lying  between 
the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande?  Did  she  extend 
her  jurisdiction  and  the  limits  of  her  republic  so  as 
to  embrace  that  territory?  She  claimed  Corpus 
Christi,  and  no  more.  Consequently,  as  had  been 
said  a  day  or  two  since  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens,]  it  might  be  considered 
that  the  boundary  was  in  the  great,  the  "  stupend- 
ous desert,"  as  it  had  been  called,  over  which 
neither  the  Mexican  nor  the  Texan  Government 
had  extended  jurisdiction.  He  contended — and 
the  gentlemen  opposite  had  not  proved  to  the  con- 
trary— that  Mexico  possessed  the  valley  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  from  its  mouth  to  its  source.  It  was 
occupied  by  Mexican  citizens;  it  was  in  their  in- 
disputable possession.  Who  would  doubt  that? 
If  any  ventured  to  do  so,  he  had  the  documents  be- 
fore him,  from  which  he  could  prove  his  position 
to  be  based  on  truth.  If,  then,  Mexico  was  in 
possession  of  that  territory,  he  asked  what  right 
had  Texas  to  claim  it? 

It  had  been  said — and  it  was  frequently  reitera- 
ted by  the  advocates  of  the  President  and  of  the 
war — that  the  boundary  of  Louisiana  formerly  ex- 
tended over  that  territory.  This,  however,  was  a 
position  which,  he  believed,  had  been  abandoned; 
for,  if  Louisiana  did  once  extend  so  far,  it  after- 
wards unquestionably  belonged  to  Mexico,  arid  was 
known  as  the  Department  ofTamaulipas.  He  re- 
peated the  inquiry,  then,  what  right  had  Texas  to 
it? 

It  had  been  asserted  by  some  gentlemen  on  this 
floor,  that  the  constitution  of  the  Republic  of  Tex- 
as claimed  all  the  territory  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
that  the  constitution  of  Texas,  after  her  annexa- 
tion, reiterated  the  same  claim.  For  the  benefit  of 
the  gentlemen  who  had  made  such  assertions,  he 
would  remark  that  he  had  those  constitutions  be- 
fore him,  and  he  could  find  nothing  of  the  kind  in 
either  of  them.  Neither  of  those  constitutions 
claimed  the  Rio  Grande  as  the  boundary  line. 
There  was  an  act,  or  declaration,  that  the  Rio 
Grande  should  be  the  line  of  boundary  between 
Mexico  and  Texas.  A  declaration  !  And  here 
let  him  inquire  if  it  was  this  declaration  that  gave 
Texas  the  right  to  that. country,  or  was  the  right 
possessed  before?  The  declaration  most  assuredly 
could  give  no  right.  If,  therefore,  Texas  had  the 
right,  she  had  it  before  the  declaration  was  made. 
Had  she  that  right  ?  There  was  no  claim  of  right, 
except  that  Santa  Anna  had  made  some  sort  of  a 
treaty  or  bargain,  by  which  Texas  acquired  the 
right  to  the  territory  extending  to  the  Rio  Grande. 
This  claim,  however,  he  believed  had  been  alsaii- 
doned;  for  Texas  had  no  valid  claim  in  conse- 
quence of  the  contract  with  Santa  Anna.  Santa 
Anna  had  no  authority  over  that  territory  more 
than  was  possessed  by  any  other  general  com- 
manding; and  if  he  had,  he  was  a  prisoner  at  the 
time  the  treaty  was  made.  Satan,  on  the  Mount 
with  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  promised  the  Re- 
deemer all  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  if  he  would 
fall  down  and  worship  him;  but  he  promised  that 
which  he  did  not  possess.  And  so  it  was  with 
Santa  Anna:  for  he  had  not  the  right  to  give  a  foot 
of  land  in  that  territory.  Thus,  then,  it  appeared 
that  the  claim  of  Texas  was  based  on  her  own 
declaration.  Now,  if  a  declaration  will  give  title, 
what  would  prevent  every  member  on  this  floor 
having  as  much  land  as  he  chose?  It  was  very 
certain  that  Mexico  exercised  jurisdiction  over 
that  territory;  and  it  was  equally  as  certain  that 
Texas  could  get  it  only  by  one  of  two  ways  — 
conquest  or  treaty.      Well,  did  Texas  conquer 


that  territory?  Every  one  present  knew  she  did 
not,  although  it  had,  he  believed,  been  said  by 
some  gentlemen  that  her  forces  had  been  driven 
to  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  If  this  were  so 
on  one  or  two  occasions,  did  the  people  who 
occupied  that  territory  rebel  with  the  Texans, 
or  were  they  kept  in  obedience  to  Texan  author- 
ity? Why,  years  after  those  events  occurred, 
they  found  the  individuals  residing  there  pay- 
ing obedience  to  the  laws  of  Mexico,  whose 
authority  extended  up  the  river  to  Santa  Fe;  and 
if  a  right  existed  to  a  foot  of  land  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  the  right  extended  to  its  source. 

If  the  principle  for  which  gentlemen  had  con- 
tended on  this  floor  were  once  established  in  our 
Government,  it  would  be  tlie  establishment  of  a 
principle  which  would  seriously  afi'eftt  our  own 
interests.  Suppose,  for  instance,  that  Texas  should 
rebel  against  the  United  States.  Texas  is  now  a 
State  of  this  Union,  as  she  was  once  a  State  of 
Mexico,  and  she  might  rebel  against  our  authority, 
and  proclaim  hei-self  independent.  Now,  if  she 
should  do  so,  and  should  declare  that  the  Missis- 
sippi river  was  the  boundary  between  us,  would 
that  declaration  establish  the  boundary  at  that 
river?  Suppose  a  few  of  the  inhabitants  residing 
on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Sabine  should  unite 
with  the  Texans  in  their  rebellion,  and  join  in  such 
a  declaration  that  the  Mississippi,  from  its  mouth 
to  its  source,  was  the  boundary,  would  the  fact 
be  any  better  established?  Not  at  all.  Nor  was 
the  principle  laid  down  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States  and  his  supporters  less  absurd  ;  nay, 
more,  it  would  be  subversive  of  all  law,  of  all 
reason,  and  of  common  sense,  and  it  would  ulti- 
mately prove  destructive  to  our  own  Government. 
The  position  of  the  President  and  his  advocates 
was  so  palpably  absurd,  that  lie  would  venture  to 
re-state  it;  for  its  reiteration  would  render  argument 
useless.  It  was  this:  if  Texas  should  rebel  against 
this  Government,  declare  the  Mississippi  to  be  her 
boundary,  and  maintain  her  independence  nine 
years,  as  a  matter  of  course  Texas  would  have 
the  right  to  the  western  bank  of  that  river,  from 
its  mouth  to  its  source,  including  St.  Louis  and  all. 
Thus,  it  would  be  seen  that,  by  establishing  the 
principle  for  which  the  President  contended,  we 
might  do  that  which  would  prove  destructive  to 
ourselves.  South  Carolina,  in  the  event  of  suc- 
cessful nullification,  might  thus  have  claimed  to 
the  Potomac,  or  wherever  else  she  pleased;  and 
because  she  claimed  it,  according  to  the  doctrine 
of  the  President  and  his  supporters,  she  would 
have  been  entitled  to  it. 

Well,  then,  such  being  the  facts,  it  was  appa- 
rent Texas  had  not  conquered  the  territory  in  the 
valley  of  the  Rio  Grande.     She  claimed,  but  she 
had  not  conquered  it.     Was  there,  then,  anything 
done  to  justify  the  marching  of  our  army  to  the 
Rio  Grande'    Was  there  any  evidence  of  an  in- 
tended invasion  of  Texas  by  a  Mexican  force?    It 
had  been  roundly  asserted    by  some  gentlemen, 
over  and  over  again,  that  the  President  of  Mexico 
had  ordered  the  Mexican  army  to  the  eastern  bank 
of  the  Rio  Grande.     Well,  what  was  done  there? 
And  who  commanded?     The  gentleman  from  In- 
diana [Mr.  Robinson]  stated  that  Ampudia,  with 
the  forces  under  his  command,  crossed  the  river 
and  struck  the  first  blow,  and  that  American  blood 
was  spill  there.     Unfortunately  for  the  gentleman 
who  gave  utterance  to  such  statements,  they  were 
not  founded  in  truth,  and  were  not  susceptible  of 
proof.     If  gentlemen  would   trace   the   history  of 
that  affair,  they  would  find  not  the  least  evidence 
that  Mexico  ever  struck  the  first  blow,  or  any 
blow,  until  after  aggressions  had  been  made  by 
troops  of  these  United  States.     What  was  the  his- 
tory of  those  transactions?     General  Taylor  was 
ordered  to  the  PJo  Grande  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  when  he  arrived  there  Mexican 
citizens  fled   from   before  him.     Having   arrived 
there,  he  blockaded  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
and   then   wrote  to   the   President   of  the  United 
States,    informing;    him   what  he   had    done,   and 
stating  that  Mexico  would  have  either  to  retreat  or 
to  come  over  and  fight  him.     From  this  she  had 
no  escape  ;  she  had  no  alternative  but  an  inglorious 
retreat  or  a  battle.     Now,  he  would  ask  any  dis- 
passionate man  if  this  was  not  war  on  our  part. 
Most  undeniably  it  was, 

But,  a-'ain,  previous  to  the  attack  made  on  Cap- 
tain Thornton  and  his  command,  ordei-s  had  been 
given  to  Lieutenant  Porter  and  others  to  scour  the 
connt^-y.     Pur^mvU  to  these  orders,  as  stated  by 
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Genernl  Taylor  in  one  of  his  letters,  a  Mexican 
camp  was  discovered,  and  tlie  attempt  was  made 
to  drive  ilicni  away.  In  this  aflnir  two  men  were 
killed.  This  was  before  the  attack  on  Captain 
Thornto?!.  There  was  no  evidence' who  struck 
the  first  blow.  The  statement  was,  that  an  attack 
was  made,  but  it  was  not  said  by  whom  that  un- 
fortunate affair  was  commenced.  In  the  affair  of 
Captain  Thornton,  it  appeared  that  the  Mexicans 
were  drawn  up,  and  that  he  char2;pd  them. 

But  to  return  to  the  march  of  our  army;  and, 
for  further  illustration,  suppose  that  Texas,  having 
maintained  her  independence  of  us  for  nine  years, 
fihouid  annex  herself  to  the  Mexican  Republic, 
and  that  tiie  Mexican  Government  should  send 
her  armies  to  the  e.-istern  bank  of  tlie  Saliine,  or 
opposite  ^ew  Orleans,  as  our  President  sent  our 
armies  to  the  Rio  Grande  to  take  up  a  position  op- 
posite Matamoros,  for  the  cases  were  strictly  anal- 
ogous. Me  cluillenged  jrentlemen  to  show  him  any 
defect  in  the  analogy.  Well,  sup|)ose,  as  the  Mexi- 
can army  approaclied  New  Orleans,  the  citizens  of 
Louisiana  should  fly  before  it,  and  the  Mexican 
general  should  blockade  tlie  Mississippi  river,  so 
as  to  compel  the  American  forces  that  might  be  in 
New  Orleans  eitiier  to  go  back  or  come  over  and 
fight  him,  would  not  this  be  cause  of  war.' 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Virginia,  inquired  whether  the 
Rio  Grande  was  not  blockaded  by  General  Taylor 
on  his  own  authority.' 

Mr.  FISHER  replied,  that  he  was  establishing 
the  fact  and  its  inevitable  consequence,  and  that 
was  ali-sufficient  for  this  portion  of  his  argument; 
but,  by  whomsoever  it  was  done,  it  had  been  sub- 
sequently sanctioned  and  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  His  purpose  now  was 
to  show  that  we  commenced  the  war  with  Mexico. 
If,  then,  the  Mexican  general  should  blockade  the 
Mississippi  river,  ms  our  general  blockaded  the 
Rio  Grande,  he  asked  tlie  advocates  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  of  the  war  whether  it  would  not  be  an 
aggression  on  the  part  of  Mexico  which  would 
be  cause  of  war.'  The  gentlemen  opposite  said  it 
was  no  aggression  on  our  part  to  do  this  on  the 
Rio  Grande;  and  if  they  were  consistent,  and  ad- 
hered to  the  principle  they  sougjit  to  establish, 
they  must  yield  as  much  to  Mexico  in  the  case 
he  had  imagined  if  she  should  blockade  the  Mis- 
sissippi. Thus  he  had  sustained  his  premises 
that  tlie  principle  of  the  President,  if  established, 
would  be  destructive  of  our  own  rights  and  in- 
terests. If  the  Texan  title  should  be  acquiesced 
in  because  she  had  declared  the  territory  was  hers, 
although  she  had  never  subdued  it — if  it  was  to  be 
treated  as  hers  because  she  claimed  it  by  a  law  of 
her  own  enactment,  he  again  asserted  that  this 
would  be  to  subvert  all  rights  to  territory,  and 
common  sense  also. 

But  again:  it  had  been  said  by  gentlemen  oppo- 
site, that  from  1843  neither  tlie  military  of  Mexico 
nor  her  civil  officers  had  ever  been  on  the  eastern 
bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  but  that  those  of  Texas 
had.  Now,  precisely  the  reverse  of  this  was  the 
truth.  No  Texan  ever  made  a  tour  to  the  eastern 
bank  of  the  Rio  Grande  witliout  being  either  cap- 
tured or  kilted.  How,  then,  could  it  be  maintain- 
ed that  Texas  had  conquered  or  revolutionized  tlial 
territory?  It  was  neither  conquered  nor  revolution- 
ized, and  therefore  Texas  had  no  right  to  it,  and 
could  not  Justly  claim  it.  It  belonged  to  its  origin- 
al owners.  There  were  four  ways  by  which  ter- 
ritory could  be  acquired.  First,  by  discovery; 
secondly,  liy  occupation;  thirdly,  by  conquest;  and 
fourthly,  \)y  purchase.  Well,  then,  as  Mexico 
had  an  undisputed  right  to  this  territory,  Texas  of 
course  had  no  right  to  it,  and  consequently  it  could 
not  be  claimed  as  American  soil.  It  was  ahso 
shown  to  be  untrue  that  in  this  war  Mexico  struck 
the  first  blow.  We  have  proof  to  the  contrary. 
It  was  demonstrable  that  we  were  the  aggressors. 
The  documents  to  wliich  gentlemen  opposite  had 
access  did  not  sustain  ilie  [losition  they  had  as- 
flumcd. 

But  the  advocates  of  this  war  took  other  ground. 
Tlicy  maintain  that  our  claim  for  indemnity  for 
apoliations  on  the  commerce  of  cuir  citizens  was 
justifuibjc  cause  of  war.  But  did  they  mean  to 
contend  that  the  war  was  commenced  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  indemnity  from  Mexico.'  Why, 
thia  would  be  an  admi.ssion  that  the  President  corn- 
menccd  the  war.  The  spoliations  on  our  com- 
merce by  Mexico  were  not  acts  of  recent  date; 
what  right,  then,  had  the  President  to  make  war 
for  indemnities?  Thi.s  position  was  an  aggravation 


rather  than  a  justification  of  the  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent. 

But  again  :  gentlemen  said  Mr.  Slidell  was  re- 
jected, and  hence  we  had  cause  of  war.  But  would 
it  be  pretended  that  the  President  had  the  right  to 
commence  war  because  Mexico  rejected  Mr.  Sli- 
dell ?  The  idea  was  preposterous.  If,  however, 
the  President  had  acted  in  good  faith,  Mr.  Slidell 
would  not  have  been  rejected,  and  he  believed  war 
would  not  have  ensued.  Mexico  asked  for  a  com- 
missioner to  .settle  the  difficulties  existing  between 
the  two  Governments,  and  our  President  sent  a 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  reside  there,  and  Mex- 
ico refused  to  receive  him  in  that  cUaracter,  as  she 
had  the  right  to  do.  Herrera  and  Paredes  both 
asked  for  a  commissioner,  which  our  President 
refused  to  send.  Subsequently,  however,  he  sent 
Mr.  Trist  as  a  commissioner,  when  we  were  in- 
volved in  a  war,  from  all  the  horrors  of  which  we 
might  have  been  spared,  if  a  commissioner  had 
been  sent  in  the  first  instance. 

But  the  President  now  tells  us  he  has  offered 
them  liberal  terms  of  peace.  But  what  are  those 
terms?  They  knew  nothing  about  them.  The 
President  would  not  communicate  to  Congress  the 
orders  ^iven  to  iMr.  Slidell,  nor  what  amount  of 
money  Mr.  Trist  was  authorized  to  pay  for  the 
territory  which  he  was  instructed  to  demand. 
How,  then,  could  they  tell  whether  the  terms  were 
liberal  or  otherwise?  He  believed,  if  the  Presi- 
dent had  offered  Mexico  just  and  fair  terms  of 
peace,  that  he  could  have  obtained  it;  but  he  had 
not  done  so,  and  Mexico  would  not  make  peace 
because  the  terms  offered  were  such  as  no  honor- 
able nation  could  submit  to.  There  was  not  a  doubt 
on  his  mind  that  the  object  of  the  Administration 
was  the  conquest  of  the  whole  of  Mexico;  and  be- 
lieving as  he  did  on  this  subject,  and  as  he  thought 
ever)'  gentleman  must  believe  who  looked  at  the 
facts  fVee  from  party  influences,  that  the  war  was 
unjustly  commenced  on  our  part — that  if  we  carry 
it  on  to  the  conquest  of  the  wliole  of  Mexico,  it 
will  prove  destructive  to  our  own  Government — 
he  asked  what  they  were  to  do  as  honorable  men 
and  as  patriots  in  such  a  case?  If  the  war  was 
commenced  unjustly,  and  to  carry  it  on  would  re- 
sult in  adding  Mexico  to  these  United  States,  which 
would  be  destructive  of  our  republican  institutions, 
what  was  their  duty  as  patriots  in  this  crisis  ?  Why, 
evidently,  as  far  as  in  their  power  lay,  i-.  was  their 
duty,  by  some  means,  to  stop  this  atrocious  war. 
As  just  men  and  as  patriots,  they  must  do  this. 
From  the  discharge  of  this  duty  they  had  no  es- 
cape but  in  wrong  doing. 

But  some  gentlemen  had  argued  that  the  war 
was  constitutionally  made,  and  yet  they  contended 
that  the  President  had  no  constitutional  power  to 
invade  the  territory  of  a  neighboring  nation.  He 
had  power  to  repel  invasion  and  to  suppress  insur- 
rection, but  he  had  no  right  to  send  an  army  among 
the  citizens  of  Mexico  on  the  Rio  Grande.  Nor 
was  there  any  evidence  that  Mexico  contemplated 
an  invasion.  Some  gentlemen  had  asserted  that 
Mexico  had  collected  troops  in  great  numbers — to 
the  number  of  seven  thousand — previous  to  that 
time,  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  with 
the  avowed  intention  to  invade  and  reconquer 
Texas;  and  that  they  were  stationed  at  Matamo- 
ros. Of  this  there  was  no  evidence.  The  assump- 
tion was  unsustained;  nay,  the  proof  established 
the  contrary  to  be  the  truth.  There  was  no  col- 
lection of  troops  more  than  were  ordinarily  there, 
before  General  Taylor  was  ordered  to  the  Rio 
Grande.  General  Taylor  told  the  President  that 
there  were  scarcely  two  thousand  troops  at  Mata- 
moros, and  that  there  was  no  probability  of  an 
attack.  The  President,  too,  told  them  that  the  two 
nations  were  at  that  time  at  ficace,  the  disturbance 
ofwhicli  must  have  been  anticipated  as  a  conse- 
quence of  the  marching  of  our  troops  to  the  Rio 
Grande.  And  what  was  the  condition  of  things  in 
relation  to  Texas  as  a  republic?  Mexico,  on  her 
part,  and  Mr.  Jones,  the  President  of  Texas,  sus- 
pended hostilities,  and  they  were  not  recommenced 
until  we  marched  our  troops  in  her  territor)'.  As 
to  any  protection  which  Texas  required,  she  had 
it  while  our  army  was  stationed  at  Corjius  Christi. 
Peace  then  existed,  but  our  President  broke  it,  and 
peace  was  not  asked  for  now  because  peace  was 
not  designed  or  desired  by  the  President.  No  one 
could  read  the  despatches  sent  to  Genernl  Taylor 
without  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  the  deliberate 
deaijrn  was  to  involve  us  in  n  war  with  Mexico. 
The  President  hastily  pu.shed  on  our  troops,  under 


the  pretence  that  Mexico  was  raising  forces;  but 
General  Taylor,  in  his  peculiarly  mild  manner, 
told  the  President  that  he  was  misinformed — that 
there  was  no  collection  of  troops — that  there  was 
no  necessity  for  warlike  demonstration.s — that  there 
was  no  danger.  The  President  nevertheless  urged 
on  our  troops,  with  the  evident  determination  to 
involve  the  two  nations  in  deadly  hostilities. 

But  tlie  President  told  us  in  his  message  of  1845, 
in  addition  to  ihe  evidence  already  spoken  of,  that 
when  our  army  was  at  Corpus  Christi,  it  was  on 
the  western  frontier  of  Texas.  He  told  us  in  that 
same  messasfe  that  our  army  was  on  the  eastern 
frontier  of  Mexico.  There  was,  then,  no  claim  to 
that  portion  of  Mexican  territory;  but  now  that 
alone  was  not  sufiicient;  for  the  whole  of  Mexico 
was  to  be  subdued,  and  brought  unwillingly  into 
this  Union.  And  this  he  could  not  but  regard  as 
the  height  of  despotism.  It  was  most  assuredly 
not  republicanism.  And  what  would  be  the  effect 
on  ourselves?  Mexicans  would  not  quietly  yield 
themselves  to  our  Government  on  the  one  hand, 
and,  on  the  other,  the  same  spirit  which  would  bring 
them  amongst  us  against  their  inclination  would 
be  dangerous  to  the  liberty  of  our  own  citizens. 
It  might  attempt  to  establish  a  despotism  over  us. 
It  was  the  same  spirit  which  actuated  despots  of 
the  Old  World,  and  caused  the  many  martyrdoms 
of  good  and  great  men,  whose  butcheries  stained 
the  pages  of  history.  Let  the  principle  be  tolera- 
ted and  established  amongst  us  that  other  nations 
must  be  subdued  to  our  dominion,  and  our  own 
liberties  will  not  be  safe.  And  on  what  pretence 
was  it  that  we  should  conquer  other  States  and 
annex  them  to  ourselves?  It  had  been  said  that 
we  must  give  them  the  benefit  of  free  institutions. 
It  was,  then,  because  we  considered  our  Govern- 
ment better  than  theirs.  But  was  it  the  province 
of  this  Republic  to  force  its  institutions  on  other 
nations?  Had  we  not  claimed  for  mankind  the 
right  to  go.vern  themselves  by  such  laws  as  they 
might  enact  for  their  own  government?  For  what 
but  tliis  did  our  torefathers  engage  in  our  revolu- 
tionary struggle  ?  And  yet  at  this  early  period  of 
the  history  of  this  Republic,  its  President  disavow- 
ed that  principle  as  a  governing  one  for  the  Mexi- 
can people;  and  he  sought  to  subdue  them  and  to 
bring  them  into  subjection  to  us  and  to  our  laws. 
Such  was  not  the  character  of  his  (Mr.  F.'s)  de- 
mocracy. He  claimed  for  other  nations,  as  well 
as  for  our  own,  the  right  to  establish  either  repub- 
licanism, an  aristocracy,  or  an  anarchy.  If  other 
nations  are  submissive  to  a  despotism,  it  is  no 
business  of  ours.  It  gives  us  no  right  to  interfere 
with  them,  and  the  exercise  of  such  a  power,  he 
again  asserted,  could  not  be  consistent  with  our 
own  institutions. 

The  President  now  told  us  that  the  whole  object 
of  the  war  was  to  obtain  indemnity.    That  was  the 
avowed  object  of  this  war.     The  President  claims 
indemnity  not  only  for  spoliations  on  the  property 
of  our  citizens,  but  for  the  expenses  of  this  war. 
Now,  where  were  they  to  stop  ?  He  again  appealed 
to  the  House — to  every  member  of  it,  as  a  patriot 
1  jealous  of  the  honor  of  his  country — to  aid  in  put- 
j  ting  a  stop  to  this  war.     If  we  proceed  with  the 
war  on  this  principle,  the  result  was  obvious.     It 
was  evidently  the  determination  of  the  President 
;  to  subdue  the  whole  of  Mexico,  and  annex  it  to 
j  tlie  United    States;  and  this    he  (Mr.  F.)  would 
endeavor  to  prevent  as  far  as  he  had  the  power. 
Could  this  be  done  ?  Gentlemen  opposite  had  asked 
what  were  our  terms   of  peace;  and  to  that  ques- 
,  tion  he  answered,  that  he  would  make  peace  now 
;  precisely  as  he  would  have  made  peace  soon  after 
j  thewarbegan.   He  would  claim  nothing  on  account 
of  the  expenses  of  the  war;  and   hence   he  held 
that  we  were  entitled   to  nothing  that  we   had  no 
i  claim  to  liefore  the  commencement  of  hostilities. 
He  would,  in   the   next  ploce,  seek  to   establish  a 
boundary  line  between  the  two  Republics,  and  that 
line  he  believed  should  be  in  the  "  stupendous  de- 
sert" beyond  the  Nueces.     He  would  then  secure 
indemnity  for  our  citizens  for  the  losses  they  had 
sustained;  and    this  was  all  he  would  desire,  and 
it  was  all  we  should  expect  the  Mexican  Govern- 
i  ment  to  consent  to.     We  should  remember,  that 
''  by  wagini,' an  unjust  war,  by  contending  for  un- 
reasonable indemnities,  we  were  di.slion(uHng  our 
own  nation.     Some  i^enllenien  who  had  preceded 
him  had  well  said,  that  injustice  and  iinrighteous- 
'■  ness  were  not  consistent  with  national  honor.     So 
i  far  as    bravery  in  battle,  and  the  success  of  our 
'  arms  was  concerned,  we  have  gained  gi-eat  honor  in 
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an  unjust  war;  but,  at  the  same  time,  we  have  been 
tarnishing  the  national  honor  at  home.  And  how 
shall  we  redeem  ourselves  from  the  stain?  The 
first  step  should  be  to  stop  this  unjust  war.  As  a 
nation  we  must  be  just,  for  we  read  in  the  inspired 
volume,  that  "  righteousness  exalted  a  nation,  but 
sin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people." 

The  Chairman's  hammer  here  announced  the 
termination  of  the  gentleman's  hour,  and  he  yielded 
the  floor,  for  which  there  were  many  competitors; 
but  was  obtained  by 

Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Tennessee,  who  first  referred 
to  the  variety  of  subjects  which  had  already  been 
discussed  during  the  pendency  of  this  bill,  in  jus- 
tification of  the  course  of  remark  which  he  should 
take.  A  call  had  been  made  upon  the  President 
for  the  instructions  given  to  Mr.  Slidell;  com- 
pliance with  tliat  call  had  been  refused,  and  now 
we  heard  the  course  of  the  President  denounced 
as  throwing  himself  on  his  "  royal  prerogative" 
in  withholding  information.  But  the  House  had 
been  passing  resolution  after  resolution  since  that 
time  asking  information  of  the  President,  "if,  in 
'his  opinion,  it  is  not  incompatible  with  the  public 
interests  to  be  communicated."  Thus  the  very 
course  of  the  House  stood  out  a  clear  justification 
of  the  President. 

But  on  this  point  he  would  refer  to  some  of  the 
views  entertained  by  men  who  knew  more  of  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution  than  he  professed  to 
know.  He  would  first  read  from  a  record  made 
by  Mr.  Jeft'erson  of  the  consultations  of  President 
Washington's  Cabinet,  dated  March  31,  1792: 

'•  March '3[,  1793.— A  meeting  iit  the  President'ci.  Piesent: 
Thomas  Jefi";;rson,  Aluxaiider  Haiiiiitoii,  Ilenrv  Knox,  and 
Edmund  Randolph.  Tlie  subject  was  tlu:  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Rrpresentative.=,  of  March  27,  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  inio  the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  late 
expeditiou  under  Majoi-  General  St.  Clair,  with  the  power 
to  call  for  such  pe^^ons,  papers,  and  records  as  may  he 
necessary  to  assist  their  inquiries.  The  commitiee  had 
written  to  Knox  for  the  original  Jetters,  instructions,  &c. 
The  President  had  -called  us  to  consult  merely  because  it 
■was  the  f.rst  example,  and  he  wished  that,  so  far  as  it  should 
J>ecome  a  precedent,  it  shtmld  be  rightly  conducted.  He 
neitlier  acknowledged  nor  denied,  nor  even  doubted,  the 
propriety  of  what  the  House  were  dolna,  for  he  had  not 
thought  upon  it,  nor  was  he  acquainted  with  subjects  of 
this  kind;  he  louhl  readily  conceive  there  might  be  papers 
of  so  secret  a  nature  as  they  ought  not  to  be  given  up.  We 
were  not  prepared,  and  wished  time  lo  think  and  inquire. 

"Jipril  9.— Mel  azain  at  the  President's  on  the  same  sub- 
ject. We  had  all  considered,  and  were  of  one  mind:  first, 
"that  the  House  was  an  inquest,  and  therefore  might  institute 
inquiries;  secondly,  that  it  might  call  for  papers  generally; 
thirdly,  that  the  Executive  ought  to  communicate  such  pa- 
pers as  the  public  good  would  permit,  and  ought  to  refuse 
those  the  disclosure  of  which  would  injure  the  public;  con- 
sequently, were  to  exercise  a  discretion." 

He  alluded  to  the  message  of  General  Washing- 
ton in  1796  upon  this  subject,  to  which  so  frequent 
reference  had  recently  been  made.  A  part  of  this 
message,he  said,  was  wholly  disapproved  of  by  the 
Reptibliean  party  of  that  day,  led  on  by  Giles  and 
Madison.  Mr.  Madison  made  an  able  argument, 
which  was  reported  at  length,  against  the  message 
of  General  Washington.  But  he  did  not  say  a 
single  word  against  the  position  which  was  quoted 
by  President  Polk  from  General  Washington's 
message.  On  the  contrary,  Mr.  Madison,  who  was 
then  heading  the  opposition  to  President  Wash- 
ington, used  the  following  language,  clearly  sus- 
taining Mr.  Polk  in  the  position  he'had  taken.  In 
the  House  of  Representatives,  April  6,  1796,  Mr. 
Madison  said: 

"  He  thought  it  clear  that  the  House  must  have  a  right  in 
all  cases  to  ask  for  information  which  miglii  assist  their  delib- 
erations on  subjects  submitted  to  them  by  the  Constitution  ; 
being  responsible  nevertheless  for  the  proprit  ty  of  the  meas- 
ure. Hi!  was  as  ready  to  admit  that  the  Executive  had  a 
riglit,  under  a  due  responsibility,  also  to  withhold  informa- 
tion when  of  a  nature  that  did  not  permit  a  disclosure  of  it 
at  tlie  time.  And  if  the  refusal  of  the  President  had  been 
founded  firmly  on  a  representation  that  the  state  of  the  busi- 
ness within  his  department  and  the  contents  of  the  papers 
asked  for  required  it,  although  he  might  have  regretted  the 
refusal,  he  should  iiave  been  little  disposed  to  criticise  it." 

Again,  he  says: 

"  If  the  Executive  conceives  that,  in  relation  to  his  own 
department,  papers  could  not  be  safely  communicated,  he 
might  on  that  ground  refuse  them,  because  he  was  the  com- 
petent though  responsible  judge  within  his  own  depart- 
ment." 

Here,  then,  we  liad  the  authority  of  Washing- 
ton and  Madison  sustaining  the  course  of  Mr. 
Polk.  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Monroe,  General  Jack- 
son, and  other  high  authorities  could  be  brought 
forward  on  this  side,  and  not  a  single  one  could  be 
found  to  the  contrary. 

Mr.  T.  referred  to  the  effort  that  had  been  made 
by  reference  to  the  course  of  Mr.  Polk  upon  the  call 


upon  President  Adams  for  information  relative  to 
the  Panama  mission,  to  convict  him  (Mr.  Polk) 
of  inconsistency  in  now  declining  to  communicate 
all  the  information  demanded  by  the  House,  and 
he  entered  into  a  minute  examination  of  that 
case,  with  a  view  to  the  complete  vindication  of 
Mr.  Polk.  He  maintained  that  the  doctrine  the 
friends  of  the  President  advocated  on  the  subject 
had  been  the  doctrine  of  all  parties  since  the  found- 
ation of  the  Government  ;  and  he  referred  to 
Judge  Story  and  other  elementary  writers  on  the 
Constitution;  all  of  whom,  ho  said,  went  so  far  as 
to  say  that  the  Flouse  of  Representatives  had  no 
right  to  demand  information  of  the  President  upon 
any  subject  in  relation  to  our  foreign  affairs,  but 
could  go  no  further  than  to  request  it.  They  held 
that  this  was  the  whole  right  of  the  House. 

Mr.  T.  said  it  was  all  important  to  look  at 
the  history  of  this  war,  to  see  how  far  it  had 
progressed,  what  sums  it  had  cost,  and,  what  was 
of  far  more  consequence,  what  an  ataount  of  hu- 
man life  had  been  expended  in  its  prosecution. 
The  gentleman  on  the  other  side,  after  contem- 
plating the  whole  affair,  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  was  wrong,  all  wrong;  and  that  all  this 
vast  amount  of  evil  had  been  incurred  in  the  pros- 
ecution of  an  unjust,  unnecessary,  and  unconsti- 
tutional war.  If  that  gentleman  was  in  the  right 
as  to  the  character  of  the  war,  and  the  unconstitu- 
tional manner  in  which  it  had  been  commenced, 
then  he  was  right  in  maintaining  that  we  ought  to 
recall  our  troops,  and  make  a  treaty  with  Mexico 
on  precisely  the  same  basis  we  had  offered  at  the 
beginning;  but  if  his  principle  was  right  thus  far, 
it  ought  to  have  carried  him  further.  If  we  liatl 
gone  to  war  with  Mexico  unjustly,  we  owed  her 
1  reparation.  If  all  our  war  had  been  a  wanton  ag- 
gression on  her  righta,  and  invasion  of  her  terri- 
tory, most  certainly  it  was  our  duty  to  make  her 
amends  as  best  we  might.  Why  did  he  stop  short 
of  the  manifest  requirements  of  justice.'  The  gen- 
tleman discoursed  very  eloquently  about  the  prin- 
ciples of  honor  and  justice,  and  he  drew  even  fi-om 
the  Good  Book  itself  in  support  of  them;  but  had 
he  consulted  that  volume,  he  might  have  found 
something  about  making  restoration  fourfold. 

But  let  us  examine  the  basis  on  which  the  charge 
against  the  Administration  rested.  The  gentleman 
would  have  the  world  believe  that  all  the  evils  of 
I  this  state  of  war  had  been  brought  upon  the  coun- 
try by  the  unnecessary  and  unconstitutional  march 
of  our  army  to  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande.  Now, 
it  seemed  to  Mr.  T.,  that  if  gentlemen  who  brought 
this  charge  would  but  look  back  a  little,  they  would 
find  that  they  were  placing  their  own  friends  in  a 
rather  awkward  predicament. 

On  the  11th  of  May,  1846,  when  this  House  were 
engaged  in  discussing  the  neceesary  measures  to  be 
taken  in  preparation  for  a  possible  war  with  Eng- 
land, an  Executive  message  came  into  the  House, 
stating  that  war  existed  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio 
Grande.  An  amendment  was  accoi'dingly  intro- 
duced, declarins:  that  the  war  existed  by  the  act 
of  Mexico.  This  amendment  was  voted  by  the 
House — a  majority  of  the  Tennessee  delegation 
voting  in  the  affirmative.  And  afterwards,  when 
the  bill  was  introduced  granting  supplies  in  men 
and  money,  though  many  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  maintained  stoutly  that  the  amendment  de- 
clared a  lie,  and  that  they  weve  compelled  to  vote 
what  they  did  not  believe,  yet  all  of  them,  with 
the  exception  of  fourteen,  voted  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
Now  admitting,  for  argument  sake,  that  what  they 
said  was  true,  and  the  amendment  declai-ing  the 
war  to  exist  by  the  act  of  Mexico  was  false,  still, 
(he  asked,)  what  was  the  bill  for?  To  make  pro- 
vision to  carry  on  the  war.  It  placed  fifty  thou- 
sand volunteers  aud  ten  millions  of  money  at  the 
disposition  of  the  President,  to  enable  him  to  pros- 
ecute the  war.  Yes;  the  bill  called  fifty  thousand 
of  our  fellow-citizens  from  their  peaceful  homes, 
and  sent  them  to  encounter  the  horrors  and  dangers 
of  a  deadly  cliinate,  and  all  in  order  to  carry  on 
an  unjust,  unneces.sary,  and  unconstitutional  war! 
Now,  ifgentleinen  knew  the  war  to  be  thus  unjust; 
if  they  believed  it  to  be  unnecessary,  and,  to  crown 
all,  in  contravention  of  the  Constitution,  why  did 
they  vote  for  the  bill .' 

They  complained  that  they  were  forced  to  vote 
that  the  war  was  begun  by  Mexico,  though  they 
knew  better,  though  they  knew  that  it  was  begun 
by  ourselves.  Well,  if  they  knew  that,  why  did 
they  vole  to  prosecute  the  war?  They  might  be 
forced  to  vote  for  the  amendments  if  they  voted 


for  the  bill;  but  who  could  force  them  to  vote  to 
carry  on  a  war  that  was  unnecessary,  unjust,  and 
unconstitutional?  How  far  had  the  war  proceeded 
when  that  bill  was  passed  ?  As  far  as  the  House 
knew,  our  army  was  encainped  on  the  left  bank  of 
j  the  Rio  Grande,  and  the  Mexican  army  was  on 
the  other  bank,  directly  opposite.  Some  of  these 
troops  had  crossed,  and  some  American  soldiers 
had  been  slain.  Did  a  state  of  things  like  that 
call  for  so  vast  an  expenditure?  Althouo-h  Mr.  T. 
professed  to  be  a  friend  and  supporter  of  the  pres- 
ent Administration,  he  never  had  entertained,  and 
he  trusted  he  never  should,  so  much  respect  for 
any  Administration  as  to  vote  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars and  fifty  thousand  men  to  aid  it  in  carrying 
on  an  unjust,  unnecessary,  and  unconstitutional 
war.  According  to  these  gentlemen,  the  war  was 
all  wrong,  wrong  from  the  start,  begun  by  tram- 
pling on  the  Constitution;  when  our  troops  were 
slain,  they  were  in  the  territories  of  a  friendly 
neighbor,  where  they  had  no  right  to  be:  and  yet 
these  gentlemen  voted  to  give  the  President  all  he 
asked;  and  what  for? 

Mr.  T.  and  his  friends  believed  that  the  war 
had  been  begun  by  Mexico;  and  if  so,  then  both 
men  and  inoney  ought  to  be  voted,  and  voted 
freely,  to  carry  it  on.  But  how  could  gentletnen 
ever  pretend  to  justify  themselves  v/ho  believed, 
as  they  said,  directly  the  i-everse?  Mr.  T.  main- 
tained that  the  troops  when  encamped  on  the  Rio 
Grande  were  just  where  they  ought  to  have  been; 
and  therefore,  as  Mexico  had  attacked  them  there, 
and  so  commenced  the  war,  he  held  very  consist- 
ently that  the  House  were  as  much  boiuid  to  vote 
for  carrying  on  the  war  now  as  they  were  at  first. 
But  gentlemen  said  they  voted  the  bill  not  to 
carry  on  the  war,  but  merely  in  order  to  relieve 
General  Taylor.  The  excuse  was  frivolous — the 
answer  perfectly  nugatory.  They  knew  perfectly 
that  before  the  men  they  were  voting  could  possi- 
bly reach  General  Taylor,  his  fate  would  have 
been  sealed.  That  vote  could  not  affect  his  safety 
or  avail  to  deliver  him  from  the  greatest  danger. 
He  was  three  tliousand  miles  off:  who  could  pre- 
tend that  he  voted  in  the  hope  that  relief  would 
reach  him,  in  consequence  of  that  vote,  in  time  to 
effect  his  rescue?  It  was  vain  to  pretend  it.  They 
voted  the  bill,  then,  not  to  extricate  General  Taylor. 
Should  information  reach  the  House  to-day  that 
the  President  of  the  United  Srates  had  ordered  an 
army  across  the  St.  Lawrence  into  Canada,  and 
that  our  general  and  his  command  were  in  immi- 
nent danger  of  being  cut  to  pieces — they  were  one 
thousand  miles  off,  in  the  interior  of  the  country — 
and  the  President,  while  communicating  these  facts 
to  Congress,  should  ask  for  millions  of  money  and 
thousands  of  men  to  go  to  the  rescue,  who  would 
vote  such  a  bill?  Who  would  not  instantly  ask, 
"why  is  our  army  in  Canada?  what  right  have 
they  to  be  there?"  And  no  gentleman  would  i-ise 
and  say  they  had  any  right.  But  when  the  sup- 
;  ply  bill  passed  at  t:.e  commencement  of  this  war, 
i  nobody  on  the  other  side  raised  such  an  objection, 
but  they  voted  the  men  and  the  money  for  the  war. 
■  Now  they  pretended  that  it  was  only  to  relieve 
{  General  Taylor. 

;      And   now  on    the   subject  of  the  boundary  of 
Texas.     It  had   been  said  here,  time  and  again, 
and  he  believed  it  was  generally  admitted,  that  the 
right  of  Texas  was  a  revolutionary  right,  and  that 
just  so  far  as   the   revolution   actually  extended, 
just  .so  far  and  no  farther  her  right  to  the  territory 
extended  with  it.    Well,  take  the  question  on  that 
I  ground.     Every  one  knew,  that  when  a  revolution 
;  prevailed   in   any  country  against  the  previously 
existing  government,  it  was  not  a  possible  thing 
I  to  bound  the  extent  of  the  revolution  by  precise 
I  lines,  as  a  land  surveyor  would  run  the  bounds  of 
;  an  estate  with  compass  and  chain.     It  was  not 
I  practicable  to  tell  within  a  rood  just  how  far  it 
1  could  with  truth  be  said  that  the  revolution  had 
j  spread  itself.     Now  it  was  important,  in  order  to 
I  come  at  this  point,  to  look  and  see  where  the  con- 
I  tending  parties  themselves  considered  the  dividing 
line  asrunning.     When  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence was  made  by  Texas  in  1836,  she  had  not 
precisely  defined  any  boundary.     But  subsequent 
events  went  to  fix  it.     After  the  battle  of  San  Ja- 
cinto had  been  fought,  and  President  Santa  Anna 
captured,  a  treaty,  or  sometiiing  which  bore  the 
name,  (whether  it  was  strictly  a  treaty  or  not,  he 
should  not  argue,)  was  entered  into;  and  though 
it  might  not  be  of  binding  jiower,  still  it  went  to 
show^how  the  parties  on   both  sides  understood 
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the  boundary  between  them.  Here  were  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  two  countries  met  in  one  place, 
and  they  sat  down  to  settle  upon  the  line.  On 
what  did  they  agree,  and  what  did  they  claim  from 
each  other?  Te.xas  claimed  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
■while  Mexico  claimed  up  to  the  Sabine.  There 
was  the  issue;  and  this  showed  what  was  the  mat- 
ter in  dispute.  If  the  treaty  had  no  other  effect,  it 
served  to  let  Mexico  know  what  Texas  claimed. 
In  1843  an  armistice  took  place,  and  in  1845  a 
second;  the  respective  parties  retired  for  the  pur- 
])ose  of  negotiating.  The  IVlexicaiis  went  west  of 
the  Rio  Grande,  while  the  Texans  went  to  the 
east  »ide  of  it.  In  June,  1844,  an  eifort  was  made 
by  Mexico,  under  General  Woll,  to  reconquer 
Texas;  and  the  invading  general  then  issued  a 
proclamation,  in  which  he  spoke  of  Texas  as  a 
revolted  jjrovince  of  Mexico.  That  revolted  prov- 
ince, whatever  its  boundaries  were,  was  the  Texas 
which  we  annexed  to  the  United  States.  [Here 
Mr.  T.  quoted  the  proclamation  of  General  Woll, 
and  argued,  from  the  language  he  employed,  that 
he  regarded  the  Rio  Grande  as  the  boundary  of  the 
revolted  province  he  had  been  sent  to  reconquer.] 

But  it  was  said  that,  on  the  banks  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  there  were  certain  peaceful  Mexican  set- 
tlements. Well,  so  there  were.  But  what  then  ? 
As  he  had  already  said,  in  fixing  the  great  bounds 
and  limits  which  separated  different  countries,  it 
was  impossible  to  bend  the  line  hither  and  thitiier 
to  meet  the  little  local  inconveniences  of  different 
neighborhoods.  It  was  not  possible  to  bound  the 
extent  of  revolutions  by  lines  going  in  and  out, 
like  the  limits  of  a  private  estate.  In  our  own 
revolution  there  had  been  Tories  who  were  op- 
posed to  it;  and  Tory  settlements  where  the  flag 
of  the  new  Government  was  not  suffered  to  float. 
There  were  some  who  refused  to  fight  on  either 
side,  and  others  who  fought  to  retain  the  establish- 
ed Government;  but  did  we  at  the  peace  surrender 
these  local  spots  in  the  general  acknowledgment 
of  our  national  independence  ?  Had  Great  Britain 
the  face  to  ask  that  reservations  should  be  made 
wherever  a  Tory  ncigliborhood  existed  ?  Besides, 
there  was  no  proof  that  these  people  settled  on  the 
Rio  Grande  were  Mexican  Tories  to  the  Texan 
Government  ;  on  the  contrary,  the  proclamation 
put  forth  by  Canales  spoke  of  them  as  being  noto- 
riously unfriendly  to  Mexico,  and  as  having  said 
that  they  never  would  submit  again  to  Mexican 
authority.  It  might  be  that  they  were  non-com- 
batants, and,  on  account  of  the  too  near  vicinity  of 
the  Mexican  forces,  were,  afraid  to  come  out  and 
take  open  sides  with  Texas.  But  had  any  remon- 
strance come  up  from  them  to  General  Taylor 
showing  that  they  were  Mexican  at  heart?  There 
might  have  been  a  few  isolated  cases,  but  none 
that  evinced  anything  like  a  concerted  movement 
or  general  action.  On  these  principles  Mr.  T. 
contended  that,  in  cstablisliing  a  national  bound- 
ary line,  regard  could  not  be  had  to  these  isolated 
spots:  we  must  fix  on  great  and  prominent  nat- 
ural features  of  the  country,  without  attempting 
to  suit  the  convenience  of  each  particular  neighbor- 
hood. 

Mr.  T.  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  manifest  inconsistency  of  gentlemen 
who  were  opposed  to  this  war.  The  course  of 
the  Administration,  according  to  them,  was  wrong, 
only  wrong,  and  that  continually.  Nothing  praise- 
worthy was  to  be  found.  But  when  these  same 
gentlemen  came  to  speak  of  another  individual, 
and  one  who  had  had  no  little  to  do  in  carrying  on 
the  war.  their  lips  could  utter  nothing  but  praise. 
Now,  Mr.  T.  had  taken  the  pains  to  collect  from 
the  reports  of  the  general  in  command,  (a  gentle- 
man who,  for  the  most  part,  was  no  very  enthusi- 
astic friend  of  this  Administration — who  certainly 
knew  something  alioul  the  facts  in  the  case  about 
which  he  was  writing,)  some  extracts  which  he 
would  read  to  the  committee.  He  commenced 
with  a  letter  from  General  Taylor  to  the  depart- 
ment, of  September  14,  184.5;  it  was  written  from 
Corpus  Christi,  and  it  gave  the  opinion  that  he 
should  not  need  volunteers  to  aid  him  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  orders  received.  He  read  also  from 
another,  dated  October  8,  in  which  ho  stated  that 
the  people  on  this  side  the  river  would  not  be 
averse  to  his  march,  and,  though  he  considered 
Corj^us  Christi  as  a  very  proper  point  to  hold,  ho 
should  have  preferred  nn  advanced  position  on  the 
river — Corpus  Christi  was  "  too  far  from  tlie  fron- 
tier." Now,  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  warmly 
insisted  that  Corpus  Christi  was  itself  the  frontier 


of  Texas.  General  Taylor,  it  seemed,  was  of  a 
very  different  opinion.  This  view  taken  by  Gen- 
eral Taylor  was  corroborated  by  that  of  Canales, 
who,  writing  from  Camargo,  a  small  town  imme- 
diately on  the  Rio  del  Norte,  declares  it  to  be  the 
"  northern  frontier"  of  Mexico.  He  also  quoted 
General  Taylor  as  speaking  of  "  our  title  to  the 
Rio  Grande."  He  thought  that  Corpus  Christi 
might  do  well  enough  so  far,  but  considered  it  his 
duty  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  advancing  to 
the  Rio  Grande. 

Now,  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  would  all 
admit  that  General  Taylor  was  actuated  by  a-regard 
for  the  good  of  his  country;  so  he  must  have  con- 
sidered it  for  the  good  of  this  country  that  our 
army  should  be  advanced  to  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  the  very  thing  charged  as  so  great  an 
enormity  on  the  President.  Mr.  T.  next  quoted 
another  letter  of  General  Taylor,  in  which  he  dis- 
claims all  nece.'ssity  of  taking  volunteers  from  the 
other  States, 'and  says  that  if  any  should  be  needed 
he  should  draw  them  from  Texas.  Now,  what 
had  General  Taylor  been  sent  there  for?  To  ob- 
tain all  the  information  in  his  power  on  the  spot, 
and  then  to  give  to  the  department  his  advice  as  a 
military  man.  His  next  letter  acknowledged  the 
receipt  of  the  order  of  the  13th  of  .January,  ("  the 
fatal  order,")  and  speaks  about  his  reaching  the 
banks  of  the  river,  and  being  then  able  to  judge  of 
the  temper  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  prov- 
inces of  Mexico;  but  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that 
the  people  on  the  river  were  well  disposed  towards 
us,  and  that  his  advance  to  the  river  would  have  a 
great  effect. 

It  had  been  contended  that  General  Taylor,  in  a 
subsequent  letter,  withdrew  this  advice  in  favor 
of  advancing  to  the  river;  but  Mr.  T  contended 
that  this  was  a  false  construction  put  on  General 
Taylor's  language;  which,  on  the  contrary,  ex- 
pressed his  high  approbation  of  such  a  step.  On 
the  16th  of  January,  he  told  the  department  that 
he  did  not  think  the  advance  of  the  army  would 
be  seriously  resisted;  he  spoke  of  enforcing  "our 
rights,"  and  thought  there  would  be  no  need  of 
increasing  his  force  by  volunteers,  &c.,  because 
the  people  would  generally  remain  quiet. 

Now,  fet  any  one  compare  the  language  of  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  in  regard  to  the  President 
of  the  United  States  and  to  a  chieftain  whom  they 
considered  themselves  as  enjoying  a  monopoly  to 
extol. 

He  went  on  to  quote  from  letters  written  by 
General  Taylor  on  the  15th  and  21st  of  April,  al"ter 
he  had  reached  the  river,  and  was  encamped  im- 
mediately opposite  Matamoros.  Flere  he  spoke 
of  our  right  to  a  joint  navigatioti  of  the  river,  and 
the  necessity,  under  certain  circumstances,  of 
"  carrying  the  war,  as  it  should  be  carried,  into 
the  enemy's  country.''  He  called  for  five  thou- 
sand men,  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  marching 
into  Mexico.  Now,  he  presumed  General  Tay- 
lor knew  as  well  as  any  man  whether  the  war  was 
begun  by  Mexico  or  by  the  United  States. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  11th 
May,  said  that  the  war  had  been  commenced. by 
Mexico,  and  Congress  declared  the  same  thing. 
On  the  11th  of  March,  the  Mexican  minister,  in 
his  letter  to  our  Government,  declared  that  Mexi- 
co had  used  all  efforts  in  her  power  to  avoid  the 
war,  but  it  had  been  provoked  on  our  part.  A 
gentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  speak- 
ing the  other  day,  had  made  the  same  statement. 
The  Mexican  minister  used  the  term  "  provoked," 
and  so  did  gentlemen  here.  There  seemed  an 
entire  agreement  between  their  language  and  that 
of  the  Mexicans.  Now,  it  might  be  that  Mr. 
T.'s  partiality  for  his  own  country  blinded  his 
perceptions  of  truth;  but  certain  it  was,  that  he 
should  not  like  to  be  found  thus  agreeing  with  the 
eneiriies  of  his  country.  Now,  to  see  how  far 
General  Taylor  agreed  with  liis  enthusiastic  ad- 
mirers on  this  floor,  he  would  read  from  a  de- 
spatch of  his,  dated  the  8th  of  May,  in  which, 
speaking  of  his  answer  to  the  Mexican  request  for 
an  armistice,  he  tells  Arista  that  circumstances 
have  changed,  and  that  he  could  not  now  suspend 
an  operation  which  "he  had  not  initialed  or  pro- 
vnktd.'' 

Mr.  T.  would  leave  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  to  .^settle  this  difference  in  sentiment  between 
themselves  and  the  Mexican  minister  on  the  one 
side  and  General  Taylor  on  the  other.  Which 
was  right?  Both  could  not  be.  Here  were  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  and  General  Taylor 


on  the  one  side,  and  a  Whig  majority  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  the  other.  He  contended 
that  these  gentlemen  had  by  their  acts  admitted 
before  the  world  that  General  Taylor  was  in  the 
right.  If  not,  then  they  were  chargeable  with  all 
the  consequences  of  the  war.  They  had  voted 
men  and  money  to  inflict  these  terrible  evils  both 
on  Mexico  and  their  own  country.  However 
reprehensible  the  President  might  be,  they  had 
gone  further  than  he.  He  had  ordered  the  army 
to  the  Rio  Grande;  they  had  carried  it  to  the  gates 
of  Mexico.  All  the  thousand  miseries  which  had 
been  endured,  all  the  thousand  scenes  of  wo  which 
had  since  occurred,  were  chargeable  on  them.  How 
many  widows'  wails  and  orphans'  cries  had  gone 
up  to  Heaven,  witnessing  against  men  who  sup- 
plied all  the  means  of  carrying  on  an  unjust  and 
unnecessary  war.  Yes;  these  gentlemen  had  done 
it.  They  voted  the  supply  bill — but  why?  They 
said  the  war  was  unjust — a  war  of  invasion — a  war 
of  conquest;  and  still  they  voted  to  carry  it  on. 
Those  on  Mr.  T.'s  side  had  but  acted  as  did  their 
revolutionary  sires,  when  they  believed  their  rights 
to  be  invaded.  They  thought  the  war  right  and 
just — provoked  by  Mexico,  and  not  to  be  avoided 
by  us  without  dishonor.  They  were,  therefore, 
chargeable  with  no  inconsistency;  but  gentlemen 
who  said  it  was  "a  lie"  that  Mexico  begun  the 
war,  and  yet  voted  a  bill  which  proceeded  on  that 
assumption,  how  could  they  escape  the  responsi- 
bility of  all  the  woes  which  followed  in  its  train  ? 
For  himself,  he  would  rather  have  believed  the 
falsehood  (if  falsehood  it  was)  than  voted  the  bill 
while  disbelieving  it. 

Mr.  T.  here  quoted  the  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  Genera!  Taylor,  in  which  he  directed 
him,  should  the  common  right  of  navigating  the 
Rio  Grande  be  resisted  by  Mexico,  not  to  attempt 
to  enforce  it  by  military  means.  The  course  of 
the  General  was  approved  so  far,  but  he  must  let 
the  river  alone.  Mr.  T.  here  read  the  following 
extract  from  General  Taylor's  letter  of  the  23d  of 
April,  1846,  to  the  Secretary  of  War: 

"  In  iny  last  despatch,  I  advised  you  tlmt,  on  receipt  of 
General  Ampudia's  summons  to  fall  back  from  my  position, 
1  ordered  a  blockade  of  tlie  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  deem- 
ing this  a  measure  perfectly  proper  under  the  circumbtaiiees. 
*  *  *  [  trust  that  my  course  in  this  matter  will  meet  the 
approval  of  the  department,  [t  will  at  any  rate  cojnpel  the 
Mexicans  either  to  withdraw  their  army  from  Matamoros, 
where  it  cannot  be  subsisted,  or  to  assume  the  otfeusive  on 
this  side  of  the  river." 

Now,  gentlemen  could  scarce  find  language  se» 
vere  enough  to  censure  the  President  for  tlie  "  fatal 
order"  to  advance  the  army  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  yet  not  a  word  of  censure  for  General  Taylor, 
who  had  ordered,  on  his  sole  responsibility,  the 
river  to  be  blockaded,  and  that  against  the  Presi- 
dent's orders.  Mr.  T.  here  read  a  part  of  General 
Taylor's  letter  to  Ampudia,  in  which  he  tells  the 
Spaniard  that  the  war  has  been  "  forced  upon  us." 
What  would  he  have  said  could  he  have  foreseen 
the  positions  that  would  be  taken  by  his  own  spe- 
cial admirers  on  the  floor  ?  He  was  surprised  that 
even  a  Mexican  should  pretend  that  we  began  the 
war.  How  would  he  have  hung  his  head  to  think 
that  Americans  and  American  legislators  should 
be  found  standing  with  the  bragging  and  swift- 
running  Ampudia ! 

Here  the  Chairman's  hammer  fell,  and  Mr.  T. 
resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  MARSH  then  got  the  floor,  and  the  com- 
mittee rose. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting, in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  17th  ultimo,  a  letter  from  the  Colonel  of  the 
Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers,  enclosing  the 
report  and  map  of  Lieutenant  Emory,  of  the  "fopo- 
graphical  Engineers,  of  the  route  of  the  army  under 
the  command  of  General  Keurny,  from  the  Mis- 
souri river  to  the  Pacific  Ocean;  and,  also,  a  copy 
of  the  Journal  of  the  expedition  kept  by  Captain 
Abraham  R.  Johnson. 

Mr.  McClelland  moved  that'  the  commu- 
nication be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
with  a  view  to  the  printing  of  an  extra  number. 
It  was  so  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi, 
the  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Rhodes, 
which  was  lying  on  the  Speaker's  table,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
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for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending  30th  June, 
1849.     Read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York, 
Res:>lved,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Commerce  inquire  into 
llie  propriety  and  expediency  of  iippropriating  a  sum  not 
exceeding  twenty-five  tliousand  dollars,  for  the  expenses  of 
confirming  the  survey  of  the  Great  Lakes,  heretofore  con- 
ducted by  the  Corps  of  Topsgiapliical  Engineers,  under  tlie 
direction  of  the  War  Department,  and  that  said  committee 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

NOTICE  OP  BILLS. 

Notices  of  motions  for  leave  to  introduce  bills 
and  joint  resolutions  were  given — 

By  Mr.  WILEY:  Of  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dan- 
iel H.  Warren. 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri:  Of  a  joint  reso- 
lution giving  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  Colonel 
Doniphan  and  Bi'igadier  General  Price,  and  the 
officers  and  men  under  their  respective  commands 
in  the  late  military  operations  in  New  Mexico  and 
Chihuahua. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  February  9,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  resumed  the  chair 
to-day. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  communication  of  the  acting  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  transmitting,  in  answer  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  of  the  1st  instant,  a  report  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
respecting  lands  granted  for  military  bounties,  in 
the  State  of  Illinois,  since  the  Ist  of  June,  1819; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  preamble  and  resolution 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  instructing  the  Senators,  and  requesting  the 
Representativesi  of  that  State  in  Congress,  to  use 
their  efforts  to  effect  the  exclusion  of  slavery  from 
any  provincial  or  territorial  government  which  the 
United  States  may  hereafter  establish;  which  were 
read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  a  memorial  from  John  P. 
Andrews,  of  Salem,  Massachusetts,  stating  that 
navies  and  armies  bring  war,  and  that  war  brings 
armies  and  navies,  and  that  the  only  effectual 
method  of  preventing  the  commencement  and  stop- 
ping the  continuance  of  war,  is  the  adoption  of  the 
Christian  policy  of  resisting  evil  by  doing  good, 
and  asking  that  Congress  will  look  into  the  pro- 
priety of  issuing  a  circular  to  all  the  nations  of 
the  v/orld  to  join  in  a  plan  for  the  disbanding  of 
all  armies  and  navies,  and  all  preparations  for 
war. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Nicholas  Jarrot, 
deceased,  praying  the  confirmation  of  their  title  to 
certain  lands  iii  the  State  of  Illinois;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  heirs-at-law  of  Timothy  P.  An- 
derson, deceased, praying  an  extension  of  hispatent 
for  an  improvement  in  the  economy  of  water  power 
by  means  of  a  gi-aduated  spout;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent 
OfKce. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  memorial  from  Alex- 
ander Vattemare,  a  man,  said  Mr.  B.,  well  known 
for  his  extraordinary  and  meritorious  exertions  in 
favor  of  the  exchange  of  American  and  foreign 
books  relating  to  science,  politics,  history,  &c. 
Mr.  V.  asks  the  estalilishment  of  a  permanent 
agency  by  the  United  States  for  the  exchange  of 
all  public  documents  printed  and  published  under 
their  authority,  for  similar  works  published  under 
the  sanction  of  foreign  governments.  Mr.  B. 
asked  that  the  memorial  might  be  printed,  and  re- 
feried  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SPRUANCE  presented  the  memorial  of 
masters  of  vessels  engaged  in  the  coasting  trade, 
praying  the  construction  of  an  ice  harbor  at  Dela- 
ware city,  in  the  Delaware  bay;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  the  petition  of  Justus  Pow- 
ers, a  soldier  in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain, 
praying  to  be  allowed  arrears  of  pension;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  the  memorial  of 
George  Wilkes,  praying  the  adoption  of  measures 
for  the  construction  of  a  national  railroad  from  the 


Michigan  river  to  the  Pacific  ocean;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PELCH,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  the  administrator  of  John 
Anderson,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Aaron  Weeks,  on  the  files 
of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HALE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  guardian  of  Artemas  Conant  have  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  La.,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be  discharged 

from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  the  relief  of  Alborne  Allen,  and  that  it 

be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DIX,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for  the  relief  of  Barclay,  £c  Livingston, 
and  Smith,  Tliurgar,  &  Co.,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  BADGER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  there  he  paid  to  each  of  the  messengers  of 
the  Senate  and  ofiice  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  wlio 
have  not  already  received  it,  the  same  additional  compen- 
sation that  was  paid  to  R.  P.  Anderson  and  J.  L.  Clubb  for 
the  second  session  of  tlie  twenty-ninth  Congress. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution for  consideration  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  further  provision  by  lavv  re- 
specting imprisonment  for  debt  on  process  issuing  from  the 
courts  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  remarked,  that  he  had  received 
a  communication,  for  the  accuracy  of  Virhich  he 
could  not  vouch,  as  its  source  was  unknov/n  to 
him,  setting  forth  a  case  of  very  considerable  hard- 
ship and  apparent  cruelty,  growing  out  of  impris- 
onment under  a  process  issuing  out  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States.  He  thought  it  proper  to 
lose  no  time  in  bringing  the  subject  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate;  and  if  the  Senate  saw  fit  to 
adopt  the  resolution,  he  would  place  the  communi- 
cation in  the  hands  of  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
whose  early  action  upon  the  subject  he  solicited. 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  William  Gray- 
son, deceased,  submitted  a  report  accompanied  by 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  represent- 
atives of  Colonel  William  Grayson. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  to  v^hom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Welcome  Parmenter,  submitted  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief. 

Mr.  .7.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  David  Currier,  submitted 
a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief 

The  said  bills  were  severally  read  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading,  and  the  several  reports  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  to  whom  wgs  referred  the 
following  bills  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
reported  them  without  amendment: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Harriet  Barney. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  Newton. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Young. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Russell  Goss. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Brown,  widow  of 
Jacob  Brown. 

GRANTING  A  REGISTER. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  P.  Bald- 
win, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a 
registerorenrolmentto  the  schooner  Robert  Henry; 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  times  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  D.  stated  that  this  bill  rested  on  the  same 
principlte  as  that  of  one  or  two  others  of  the  same 
character  which  had  been  promptly  passed  by  the 
Senate,  and  he  should  therefore  be  gratified  if  the 
Senate  would  dispense  with  the  usual  forms  and 
permit  the  bill  to  be  passed. 

Mr.  D.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  memorial  of  Barclay  &  Livingston,  and  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


MAP  OF  NEW  MEXICO. 
Mr.  CAMERON,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  to  print  the 
report  of  the  examination  and  map  of  New  Mex- 
ico, made  by  Lieutenant  J.  W.  Abert,  of  the  Topo- 
graphical Corps,  reported  that  it  be  printed,  and 
that  two  thousand  additional  copies,  with  the  map 
accompanying  the  report,  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. , 

MISSOURI  AND  ARKANSAS  BOUNDARY. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  confirming  the  boundary 
between  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  reported  it  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  A.  urged  upon  the  Senate  immediate  action 
on  the  bill;  and  it  was  by  general  consent  consid- 
ered in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  concerniiig 
testimony,  reported  it  with  amendments. 

ADDITIONAL  COURT  IN  ARKANSAS. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  divide  the  district 
of  Arkansas  into  two  judicial  districts. 
In  submitting  an  amendment  to  this  bill — 
Mr.  SEVIER  said  that  it  would  be  perceived 
that  this  bill  proposed  to  establish  a  court  without 
a  judge,  or  at  least  that  the  duties  were  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  present  judge.  The  object  of  the 
amendment  was  to  create  a  judge  for  this  court, 
and  he  thought  that  he  could  assign  satisfactory 
reasons  for  that  procedure.  The  State  of  Arkansas, 
as  the  Senate  was  aware,  was  one  of  great  territo- 
rial extent,  and  had  attached  to  it  the  jurisdiction 
of  all  the  Indian  tribes  on  the  border,  which  ex- 
tended from  that  line  indefinitely  westward. 

Mr.  DAYTON  suggested  that,  as  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Crittenden,]  at  whose 
request  the  bill'had  been  postponed,  was  not  now 
in  his  seat,  the  bill  be  passed  over  informally. 

Mr.  SEVIER  had  no  disposition  to  press  the 
bill  in  the  absence  of  the  Senator.  He  would  send 
his  amendment  now  to  the  desk,  and,  if  printed  by 
to-morrow,  he  would  submit  it. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  hoped  that  the  bill  would  not 
lose  its  prioi'ity,  as  it  had  been  made  the  special 
order  for  to-day- 
Mr.  SEVIEPc  remarked  that  it  could  be  called 
up  to-morrow  of  course. 

Pv'Ir.  ATCHISON  was  opposed  to  the  bill;  but 
as  it  had  already  been  passed  over  on  several 
occasions,  and  a  good  deal  of  time  had  thus  been 
wasted,  he  moved  that  it  be  made  the  special 
order  for  Monday  two  weeks. 

Mr.  DAYTOJ^  hoped  that  the  motion  would  be 
assented  to  by  the  Senator  from  Arkansas.  He 
knew  that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  was  anxious 
that  a  particular  day  should  be  fixed  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill,  so  that  it  might  be  disposed 

ofin  some  way-  ,„,,-,,,,, 

Mr.  ASHLEY  objected.  The  bill  had  already 
been  deferred  again  and  again.  It  had  been  made 
the  special  order  for  to-day,  in  accordance  with 
the  request  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  He 
had  no  desire,  however,  to  take  it  up  in  the  absence 
of  any  gentleman  who  felt  any  interest  in  the 
subject;  although  he  must  confess  he  was  opposed 
to  deferring  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the 
period  mentioned  by  his  friend,  the  Senator  from 
Missouri.  He  hoped  that  it  would  be  continued  on 
the  docket  till  to-morrow,  and  retain  its  priority. 

Ml-.  SEVIER  had  but  one  remark  to  make. 
The  bill  had  been  called  up  on  the  day  before  yes- 
terday, and  he  then  obtained  the  consent  of  his 
colleague  to  postpone  it  another  day,  in  order  to 
allow'him  an  opportunity  of  preparing  an  amend- 
ment, giving  a  judge  to  the  court.  When  he  was 
prepared  with  his  amendment,  his  colleague  was 
absent;  and  he  did  not  press  it.  He  was  willing 
that  it  should  be  postponed  for  a  short  time,  till  to- 
morrow or  next  day;  but  he  hoped  that  it  would 
not  be  postponed  indefinitely,  or  to  a  remote  pe- 
riod. He  believed  that  he  had  been  assailed  at 
home,  because  he  had  not  urged  the  measure.  Cer- 
tainly he  had  been  ready  at  all  times  to  support 
the  bill,  and  did  not  wish  to  afford  the  slightest 
ffi-ound  for  the  representation  that  he  wasat  all  un- 
friendly to  it.  But  he  had  been  assailed  because 
he  had  not  made  speeches  to  get  the  bill  taken  up. 
He  wished  it  to  be  taken  up,  and  was  prepaied  to 
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make  a  speech  upon  it,  showing  its  importance  and 
expediency. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  thought  that  the  bill  was  in- 
deed one  of  great  importance,  and  that  that  consid- 
eration furnislied  an  additional  reason  why  a  day 
should  be  fi.Ked  for  the  discussion  of  it.  He  thought 
that  it  proposed  a  new  principle 

Mr.  SEVIER  begged  his  friend  from  Missouri 
to  allow  hini  to  make  an  explanation.  It  was  true 
tliat  one  of  the  sections  of  the  bill  provided  that  the 
court  within  its  jurisdiction  thus  created,  extend- 
ing into  the  Indian  country,  should  have  cognizance 
of  civil  and  criminal  cases  also.  It  was  the  object 
of  the  amendment  to  restrict  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  within  the  limit  of  the  Indian  tribes,  to  such 
cases  as  were  made  cognizable  by  our  courts  by 
the  intercour.se  law  of  1832,  and  the  modification  of 
that  act  in  1834,  and  the  cases  specified  in  the  In- 
dian treaties. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  was  not  yet  satisfied  with  re- 
spect to  tiie  propriety  of  the  object  contemplated  in 
the  bill.  He  tlierefore  insisted  on  his  motion  to 
make  the  bill  the  special  order  for  Monday  two 
weeks. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  suggested  that  the  bill  should 
be  recommitted  with  the  amendment.  He  was  op- 
posed to  this  alteration  of  bills  in  the  Senate.  Let 
It  be  sent  back  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  SEVIER  read  the  section  of  the  bill  which 
he  proposed  to  amend,  and  made  some  additional 
explanation  of  the  object  of  the  amendment. 

The  bill  was  then  jjostponed  to,  and  made  the 
special  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday,  the  28th 
instant,  and  the  ameiidment  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PRIVATE  BILL. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Marvin,  in 
confirming  the  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Florida, 
granted  by  the  Sfjanisli  Government  to  Bernardo 
Segui,  on  the  20th  December,  1815,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, by  Mr.  Campbkll,  their  Clerk,  an- 
nouncing that  the  House  have  passed  bills  of  the 
following  titles : 

An  act  to  divide  the  State  of  Georgia  into  two 
judicial  districts,  and  organizing  and  establishing 
an  additional  district  court  of  the  United  States, 
with  circuit  court  powers  and  jurisdiction; 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  in 
amendment  of  the  acts  respecting  the  judicial  sys- 
tem of  the  United  States;" 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  to 
the  barque  Wilhainet; 

An  act  to  change  the  location  of  certain  light- 
houses and  buoys; 

In  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

They  have  also  passed  the  bill  of  the  Senate  en- 
tilled  "An  act  to  provide  additional  quarters  near 
to  Nev/  Oi-leaiis  for  United  Stales  soldiers  and  vol- 
unteers returned  from,  or  going  to,  the  seat  of  war 
in  Mexico." 

THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  military 
force. 

Mr.  NILES  addressed  the  Senate,  and  said,  this 
question,  in  this  crisis  of  the  war — he  might  say, 
this  crisis  of  our  country — was  one  of  such  grave 
importance,  that  he  must  be  excused  for  making 
some  remai'ks  at  length  on  the  subject,  however 
impatient  Senators  may  be  to  bring  the  debate  to 
a  conclusion.  He  regarded  it  as  a  question  of  most 
grave  importance.  He  felt  himself  the  more  bound 
to  disc^uss  the  subject,  because,  so  far  as  voting  for 
all  the  measures  which  had  led  to  that  state  of 
things,  he  had  to  bear  a  portion  of  the  responsi- 
bility which  attached  to  the.-ic  measures. 

lie  fell  himself  culled  on  to  give  his  suggestions 
as  to  the  best  mode  f)fexlrirating  ourselves  from 
the  novel  and  |)crilous  position  in  which  we  now 
stand  in  relation  to  Mexico.  The  war  had  not 
HCalhcd  our  borders — our  citizens  had  not  been 
burdened;  but  how  long  (his  exemption  should 
continue  wns  uncertain.  He  believed  that  the 
time  must  come  when  we  shall  he  required  to  take 
the  burden  of  taxatif)n  on  ourselves  instead  of 
casting  it  on  posterity.  The  war  is  beginning 
to  be  felt  in  the  commercial  and  financial  classes, 
and  it  must  soon  and  heavily  fall  on  the  industrial 
pursuitsof  the  country.     The  achievements  of  our 


army  had  added  greatly  to  the  honor  and  glory, 
and  he  would  add,  to  the  strength  of  the  country. 
They  had  been  obtained  without  burdening  us 
thus  far,  except  where  the  evil  has  fallen  with  a 
crushing  weight  on  the  bleeding  hearts  of  families 
made  desolate.  We  talk  of  exacting  the  expenses 
of  the  war  from  Mexico.  How  are  we  to  ascer- 
tain the  expenses?  Shall  we  go  to  the  Register's 
office  to  ascertain  the  expenses — the  value  of  the 
lives  already  sacrificed — of  a  Butler,  a  Ringgold, 
a  Ridgely,  a  Ransom,  &c.?  Shall  we  go  there  for 
an  estimate  of  the  cost  which  must  be  incurred  by 
a  fin-ther  continuance  of  the  war.' 

He  expressed  his  regret  that  all  this  amount  of 
sacrifice  had  laeen  incurred  without  the  obtainment 
of  any  of  the  objects  for  which  the  war  was  com- 
menced. The  obstacle  must  be  sought  for  partly 
in  the  character  of  the  Mexicans  themselves,  and 
partly  in  the  tone  of  public  sentiment  here.  He 
adverted  to  the  distractions  which  lacerated  Mex- 
ico, which  seemed  to  render  it  impracticable  for 
her  Government  to  act.  Prejudices  had  been  ex- 
cited against  us,  and  the  Mexicans  believe  that  we 
are  prosecuting  the  w-ar  not  for  the  purpose  of 
conquering  peace,  but  for  conquest  and  subjujja- 
lion.  This  was  attributable  to  the  course  which 
has  been  taken  by  many  of  both  parties.  On  one 
side  it  had  been  alleged  that  the  war  was  unconsti- 
tutional in  its  commencement,  and  it  is  now  assert- 
ed, that  our  talk  in  favor  of  j)cace  is  insincere  and 
hypocritical.  But  it  will  not  do  for  the  friends  of 
the  Administration  to  make  this  a  ground  of  attack. 
It  ought  to  have  been  foreseen  and  calculated  on 
that  an  opposition  would  have  to  be  encountered, 
and  that  this  would  form  one  of  the  obstacles  to 
be  met.  But  he  put  to  Senators  who  had  opposed 
the  war,  whether  they  had  not  carried  their  oppo- 
sisition  too  far.' 

Should  Senators  on  the  other  side  come  into 
power,  as  he  apprehended  they  would,  had  they 
not  by  their  own  course  rendered  it  diflicult  for 
themselves  to  make  peace  with  Mexico,  if  it  should 
be  devolved  on  them  to  put  an  end  to  the  war  ?  He 
wished  to  relieve  them  from  that  embarrassing 
position,  by  settling  the  difficulty  for  them  before- 
hand. 

He  then  took  a  view  of  the  course  taken  by  some 
who  are  members  of  the  Democratic  party,  in  dis- 
cussing whether  the  absorption  of  the  whole  of 
Mexico  would  have  any  injurious  effect  on  our 
own  institutions.  He  deprecated  this  course  of 
argument.  He  regretted  the  reference  to  manifest 
destiny,  and  to  our  Anglo-Saxon  blood,  as  if  we 
were  to  tread  in  the  steps  of  our  savage  ancestors 
of  that  race,  and  spread  barbarous  ravage  round 
us.     These  ideas  were  hostile  to  peace. 

The  Senator  from  Tennessee  assumed  that  our 
Government  did  not  desire  peace,  and  argued  from 
that  assumption  that  such  was  the  sentiment  of  the 
whole  ])arty  in  this  country  which  sustains  the 
Administration.  He  thought  that  this  was  assum- 
ing too  much  concerning  the  President  and  tho.se 
who  brought  him  into  power,  although  he  must 
admit  there  was  some  ground  for  it.  He  regretted 
that  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  who  once  be- 
longed to  that  pttrty,  and  whose  talents  added  great 
strength  to  it,  shoidd  ever  have  left  it,  as  his  talents 
might  have  pr(?vented  the  party  from  taking  a 
wrong  course.  But  if  that  Senator  had  gone  to 
the  worship  of  idols,  and  turned  his  back  on  the 
true  church,  he  had  a  right  to  select  his  own 
course. 

He  did  not  think  that  the  attainment  of  peace 
was  more  diflicult  now  than  it  had  been,  or  that 
there  was  less  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  his  friends  to  seek  it.  He  referred  to  the 
state  of  parties  at  the  period  of  our  difficulty  with 
f  ranee,  and  the  conciliatory  tone  of  one  party — 
and  that  the  party  now  in  opposition — which  tend- 
ed so  essentially  to  the  settlement  of  the  question. 
While  he  separated  Thomas  Jefferson  from  his 
friends  on  this  occasion,  he  asserted  that  there  was 
in  the  latter  a  dangerous  proneness  to  violent  meas- 
ures. His  |)olicy  in  endeavoring  to  avoid  the  last 
extrcinity,  by  resortinsr  to  every  step  short  of  it, 
raised  up  a  clamoroi\s  outcry  against  him.  He 
then  read  a  number  of  extracts  which  he  had  made 
from  the  opinions  and  maxims  of  some  of  the  great 
men  who  had  been  regarded  as  the  fathers  of  the 
two  parties. 

He  then  went  into  a  view  of  the  policy — the 
only  practical  policy — to  be  pursued  in  regard  to 
Mexico.  Whatever  dilTerence  may  exist  as  to 
the  origin  and  progress  of  the  war,  he  thought 


that  hitherto  we  stand  well.  He  called  on  gentle- 
men on  both  sides  to  cast  aside  the  filthy  garments 
of  party,  and  come  to  the  rescue  of  their  common 
country  from  the  perils  which  threaten  her.  He 
briefly  commented  on  all  the  various  plans  which 
had  been  suggested.  The  proposition  of  a  military 
line  to  the  Sierra  Madre,  he  would  not  look  at  in 
a  military  view,  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  a 
campaign.  But  he  reminded  Senators  that  this 
line  embraced  two-thirds  of  all  the  Mexican  terri- 
tory, and  to  adopt  it  would  be  tantamount  to  an 
entire  dismemberment  of  Mexico.  He  was  equally 
opposed  to  the  plan  of  a  permanent  occupation  of 
what  we  now  occupy.  He  desired  to  briiis;  the 
war  to  a  close.  He  thought  this  may  be  done. 
The  war  had  accomplished  its  mission,  and  was 
now  at  an  end.  Although  Mexico  is  in  a  state  of 
distraction,  she  is  not  now  in  a  state  of  war.  The 
question  is,  whether  we  shall  adopt  a  policy  of 
military  occupation,  which  is  the  same  as  the  sub- 
jugation of  all  Mexico,  or  whether  the  Senate 
should  take  it  in  hand.  He  would  retain  for  a 
time  the  posts  which  we  now  occupy,  until  another 
attempt  has  been  made  to  negotiate  a  peace.  He 
would  vote  for  this  bill,  because  he  desired  that 
the  final  effort  should  be  an  effective  one.  The 
last  news  from  Mexico,  although  it  indicates  a 
disposition  for  peace,  gives  evidence,  at  the  same 
time,  that  the  general  hatred  against  us  is  as  set- 
tled and  active  as  it  has  been  at  any  time.  It  is 
incumbent  on  us  to  make  one  more  efi\irt  while 
our  power  is  displayed  in  Mexico.  A  treaty,  he 
admitted,  might  be  of  little  more  value  than  the 
parchment;  yet  it  was  the  most  desirable  method. 
The  Senate,  as  part  of  the  executive,  had  a  right 
to  give  its  opinion  on  the  subject.  The  present 
moment  he  regarded  as  particularly  auspicious  for 
such  an  effort. 

Shall  we  leave  the  offer  to  come  from  Mexico, 
or  shall  we  take  the  matter  into  our  own  hands. > 
It  would  be  no  excuse  for  us,  if  we  do  not  act,  to 
say  that  such  was  the  feeling  in  Mexico  that  it  was 
impossible  for  us  to  make  a  peace.  It  becomes  us 
to  act,  and  it  is  demanded  of  us  by  the  honor  and 
interests  of  our  country.  He  would  have  Texas 
uf)  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  indemnity  for  the  claims 
of  our  citizens.  We  haveTexas  up  to  that  bound- 
ary, and  we  have  in  our  possession  ample  indem- 
nity, in  New  Mexico  and  California.  We  are  told 
that  we  must  hold  on  to  this,  and  it  is  intended  we 
shall  do  so.  We  are  then  to  continue  the  war  until 
we  compel  Mexico  to  acknowledge  our  right  to 
hold  it.  He  could  not  see  any  dishonor  which  could 
be  sustained  by  withdrawing  our  troops  from  the 
military  occupation  of  the  country,  now  that  we 
have  all,  and  more  than  the  indemnity  we  require. 
This  would  end  hostilities,  if  it  did  not  end  war, 
and  there  could  not  be  much  more  war  if  there 
were  no  hostilities.  In  New  Mexico,  the  citizens 
of  which  had  some  of  the  old  Spanish  blood  in 
their  veins,  there  is  great  hatred  against  us,  which 
is  kept  alive  by  our  piosecution  of  the  war.  He 
thought  the  withdrawal  of  our  troops,  and  merely 
occupying  the  territory  held  for  indemnity,  would 
enable  us  to  reduce  our  troops  to  fifteen  thousand 
men,  and  he  would  be  ready  so  to  reduce  it  to- 
morrow, if  his  plan  should  be  adopted. 

The  President's  view  was  similar  to  that  now 
suggested — the  only  difl'erence  between  them  was 
a  qiiestion  of  time. 

There  could  be  no  longer  any  war  with  a  real 
force  ill  Mexico.  They  talk  of  raising  twenty 
thousand  men,  but  he  believed  such  a  force  would 
only  be  found  to  exist  on  paper.  The  only  war 
we  could  now  wage  would  be  a  war  on  the  peo- 
ple. It  did  not  become  our  country  to  war  with 
non-combatants.  He  would  not  make  war  on  the 
women,  of  whom  one  of  our  citizens  says,  they 
are  rosy-cheeked  and  beautiful,  and  had  he  not 
been  a  married  man,  he  would  have  annexed  him- 
self to  a  Mexican.  We  ought  not  to  make  war  on 
the  people.  He  referred  to" the  fatal  step  taken  by 
Napoleon  in  making  wnr  with  Spain.  It  was  the 
first  step  to  his  fall.  He  asked  the  chairman  of 
the  Military  Committee  if  he  desired  to  make  an  In- 
dia in  Mexico,  and  to  send  some  Warren  Hastings 
there,  whose  financial  abilities  would  be  only  sec- 
ond to  his  rapacity.  The  necessary  result  of  this 
policy  mu.st  be  the  annihilation  of  the  nationality 
of  Mexico. 

He  then  went  briefly  into  the  question  of  an- 
nexation, and  denounced  those  who  advocated  it. 
Our  country  was  not  the  territory  we  occupy;  that 
belongs   to   Him  who  created  k,  and  who   has 
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placed  ns  on  it.  But  our  country  is  our  people, 
with  their  free  institutions,  and  moral  greatness, 
add  system  of  education,  and  religious  feeling. 
It  is  of  these  we  ought  to  be  proud.  To  annex 
Mexico  would  produce  violent  death.  Our  polit- 
ical system  derives  all  its  strength  from  the  State 
governments;  and  could  we  pretend  that  out  of 
Mexico  we  could  create  States  fit  for  the  purposes 
of  self-government?  The  idea  was  preposterous. 
He  reminded  his  friend,  the  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas, that  the  Indians  in  Mexico  were  citizens,  and 
could  not  be  treated  as  we  treated  our  own  Indians. 
There  would  be  no  way  but  to  follow  the  example 
of  Old  Spain,  and  send  a  viceroy;  and  this  we 
could  not  do. 

What  law  could  we  establish  there?  Should 
it  be  Spanish  law?  or  must  we  translate  our  own 
laws?  The  same  evils  would  be  perpetrated  as 
■were  perpetrated  in  India.  The  British  sent  out 
there  judges,  without  making  any  laws;  and  when 
a  second  Jefferies  was  sent  there,  and  introduced 
the  English  law,  the  oppression  became  greater 
than  before  they  had  any  law.  And  what  could 
we  do  with  our  laws  in  Mexico?  Had  they  ever 
heard  of  habeas  corpus  or  bail  prise?  They  would 
consider  the  introduction  of  our  law  among  them 
as  an  intolerable  oppression.  He  alluded  to  the 
advantages,  in  point  of  civilization,  which  barba- 
rous nations  had  obtained  from  amalgamation 
•with  enlightened  nations  which  they  had  subdued. 
But  he  had  never  heard  of  any  benefits  which  had 
resulted  to  civilized  nations  from  overrunning  an 
ignorant  nation. 

He  asked  if  we  were  expected  to  sustain  a  mili- 
tary force  in  Mexico,  with  all  the  expense  and 
ail  the  consequences,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  interference  of  European  nations — of  keeping 
out  a  monarchy?  He  thought  it  probable  that  a 
monarchy  was  the  best  system  for  Mexico,  most 
suited  to  her  habits  and  interests;  and  we  ought 
not  to  take  steps  to  prevent  her  Government  from 
taking  that  form.  It  would  be  a  different  question 
if  England  were  to  attempt  to  colonize  her. 

He  was  sorry  that  the  President  had  introduced 
such  a  phrase  in  his  message,  the  phrase  "  indem- 
nity for  the  past  and  security  for  the  future."  It 
had  a  bad  birth.  It  was  the  phrase  adopted  by 
Pitt  when  he  plunged  Great  IBritain  in  the  war 
with  France  and  all  continental  Europe.  And  look 
at  the  result,  and  the  only  result — the  enormous 
national  debt,  rising  above  eight  hundred  millions 
sterling,  and  the  oppressive  burdens  it  imposed  on 
every  laborer  and  artisan  throughout  the  kingdom 
of  Great  Britain. 

It  seemed  that  Destiny  had  decreed  that  we 
should  overrun  the  whole  of  Mexico.  His  friend 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Dickinson]  had  submitted  a 
resolution  which  added  "all  contiguous  territory." 
This  phrase  was  broad  enough  for  anything.  It 
might  embrace  Panama  and  onwards  to  Cape 
Horn;  and  but  for  the  ocean  barrier,  might  take  in 
the  Sandwich  Islands.  He  was  opposed  to  this. 
In  separate  families,  these  countries  were  checks 
on  each  other;  and  force  should  never  be  employed 
to  disturb  thiswise  arrangement.  Our  dominion 
cannot  be  extended  by  force.  Would  we  endeavor 
to  satisfy  a  petty  ambition  by  an  exertion  of  mere 
physical  force?  Joel  Barlow  describes  a  free  gov- 
ernment as  a  substitution  of  moral  for  physical 
power. 

Mr.  N.  said  that  he  should  regard  the  anni- 
hilation of  the  nationality  of  Mexico  as  a  great 
evil,  pregnant  with  injury  to  our  own  institutions. 
Instead  of  strengthening  us,  it  would  make  us 
weaker,  as  it  would  fiestroy  the  harmonious  work- 
ing of  our  system.  He  had  but  a  short  time  to  be 
here,  and  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  warn  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  dangers  which  might  be  produced  by 
the  adoption  of  an  unwise  policy  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  crisis  in  which  we  are  now  placed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD, 

The  Senate  adjourned.. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  February  10,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  JOPINSON,  of  Arkansas,  by  leave,  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  create  the  office  of  surveyor  of  the 
public  lands  for  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  and  to 
dispose  of  said  public  lands,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.    Read  an4  referred. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  George  W    Kidd,  and  a  bill  to  revive  the 


act  entitled  '-'An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
horses  and  other  property  lost  or  destroyed  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,"  approved 
January  18,  1837,  and  the  acts  approved  October 
14,  1842,  amendatory  of  the  same;  which  bills 
were  read  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DONNELL,  by  leave, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  he  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  any.  and,  if  any,  what  alteration 
or  extension  of  the  act  of  tlie  29th  September,  1789,  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  process  in  tlie  courts  of  the  United 
States,"  is  necessary,  in  order  to  adapt  the  practice  and 
proceedines  in  tlie  courts  of  the  United  States  to  the  existing 
practice  and  proceedings  in  tiie  courts  of  the  several  States 
in  which  the  courts  of  the  United  Stales  may  be  respectively 
held. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  by 
leave. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriely  of  makine  apiiropiiations  for 
the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Havre  de  Grace,  Mary- 
land, and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  bill  regulating 
the  appointment  of  clerks  in  the  executive  depart- 
ments and  for  other  purposes,  which  had  been 
made  the  special  order  for  this  day,  was  postponed 
until  this  day  week. 

PEACE  MEMORIAL  FROM  THE  QUAKERS. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  by  leave,  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Society  of  Friends  for  New 
England,  praying  for  the  speedy  termination  of  the 
war  with  Mexico,  and  moved  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  that  it  be 
printed. 

The  motion  was  divided,  and  the  memorial  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  print — 

Mr.  KING  addressed  the  House  as  follows:  I 
had  supposed  that  a  memorial  so  important,  coming 
from  a  people  so  respectable,  would  be  printed 
without  a  question.  This  memorial  comes  from 
nine  thousand  persons  residing  in  six  sovereign 
States  of  this  Union,  persons  who,  for  sobriety, 
general  intelligence,  and  private  worth,  compare 
favorably  with  any  other  class  of  citizens;  men 
warmly  attached  to  the  countiy  and  its  free  insti- 
tutions. They  are  men  who  emphatically  mind 
their  own  business,  who  maintain  their  own  poor, 
pay  taxes  for  general  purposes,  and  educate  their 
own  children;  they  are  not  found  a  burden  on  the 
community,  in  almshouses,  jails,  or  penitentiaries; 
they  "render  to  Coesar  the  things  that  are  Cajsar's," 
and  ask  peacefully  to  enjoy  the  rights  of  con- 
science and  to  obey  its  dictates. 

The  Friends  of  New  England  who  present  this 
memorial,  like  the  other  followers  of  Penn  through- 
out the  Union,  have  no  party  or  political  organi- 
zation; they  never  vex  Congress  with  petitions 
about  banks,  or  tariffs,  or  land  distribution,  or  sub- 
treasuries;  it  is  only  on  great  moral  and  religious 
questions  that  they  come  here;  it  is  only  when 
conscience  prompts  that  their  voice  is  heard  in  this 
Hall,  and  that  solemn  voice  must  not  now  be  sup- 
pressed. 

The  expense  of  printing  this  memorial  will  not 
exceed  three  or  four  dollars;  we  every  day  print 
papers  of  very  little  importance,  and  some  of  even 
doubtful  character.  Within  the  last  five  minutes 
you  have  ordered  the  printing  of  a  bill  which  pro- 
vides for  paying  for  horses  lost  or  killed  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States.  This  was 
deemed  worth  printing;  but  a  memorial  so  decent, 
so  respectful,  fi'om  the  Society  of  Friends,  who 
consider  themselves  bound  to  do  to  others  as  they 
would  that  others  should  do  to  them — the  memorial 
of  the  Friends  of  all  New  England,  who  feel  a  ne- 
cessity laid  on  them  to  bear  their  testimony  faith- 
fully against  all  wars  and  fightings — a  testimony 
which  their  predecessors  in  religious  profession 
have  uniformly  borne  through  good  report  and  evil 
report,  and,  in  former  times,  through  much  cruel 
suffering,  both  bodily  and  mental — must  not  be 
printed  on  account  of  establishing  a  bad  precedent. 
On  the  table  before  you  lies  a  petition,  printed  in 
the  Senate,  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States  army 
in  Mexico,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  ma- 
king provision  for  old  and  disabled  office)  s.  It  may 
be  right,  then,  to  provide  for  disabled  officers;  but 
it  is  not  right  to  agitate  the  question  of  bringing  to 
a  speedy  close  the  war  which  makes  such  provi- 
sion necessary.  The  progress  of  the  war  must 
not  be  questioned,  though  forty  battles  have 
achieved  enough  for  glory;  though  the  blood  of 
more  than  twenty -seven  thousand  slain  and  wound- 
ed Americans,  citizens  of  the  sister  republics,  has 


drenched  the  Mexican  soil;  thotigh  scores  of  thou- 
sands of  widows,  and  orphans,  and  friends  are 
mourning  for  their  loved  and  lost  friends.  It  may 
be  right  to  vote  men  and  money  for  the  further 
prosecution  of  this  war  of  invasion,  but  the  refusal 
to  print  this  memorial  must  be  considered  as  the 
expression  of  a  determination  not  to  give  the  ques- 
tion of  a  speedy  termination  of  the  war  a  respect- 
ful and  decent  consideration. 

Mr.  K.  said  he  hoped  he  should  not  be  obliged 
to  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  that  the  House 
would  permit  this  memorial  from  a  class  of  the 
people  so  numerous  and  worthy,  and  on  a  subject 
which  involves  the  character,  the  prosperitv,  and 
the  lasting  honor  and  true  glory  of  the  nation,  to 
be  printed.  He  hoped  that,  however  much  mem- 
bers might  be  suspected  of  a  want  of  conscientious- 
ness there,  they  would  not  manifest  a  wanton 
recklessness  and  disrespect  for  a  class  of  men  who 
abhor  all  war  and  fighting;  who  cherish  the  belief 
that  the  peacemakers  are  the  children  of  God,  and 
whose  lives  and  conduct  exemplify  and  prove  the 
truth  of  their  professions. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  was  opposed  to  the 
printing  of  this  document,  without  reference  to  its 
contents  or  to  the  character  and  respectability  of 
the  memorialists.  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts was  aware  that  opposition  had  ever  been 
made  to  the  printing  of  any  memorial  of  individual 
citizens,  however  respectable.  The  utmost  extent 
to  which  the  House  had  gone,  with  some  ^ew  ex- 
ceptions, was  to  print  the  memorials  and  resolu- 
tions of  our  State  Legislatures.  It  was  unjust, 
invidious,  to  draw  distinctions  between  citizens  of 
different  portions  of  the  country.  If  they  printed 
the  memorial  of  the  Friends,  they  ought  to  print 
the  memorials  of  any  other  citizens  of  this  countiy 
who  respectfully  petitioned  this  House  for  action 
on  any  subject.  • 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  King] 
said  that  these  memorialists  were  good  citizens; 
that  they  maintained  their  own  poor,  educated 
their  own  children,  paid  their  own  taxes,  and 
obeyed  the  laws.  Every  word  of  this,  however 
true  in  regard  to  them,  (and  he  had  no  doubt  of  it,) 
was  equally  true  in  regard  to  the  citizens  he  had 
the  honor  to  represent;  and  yet  the  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  had  on  more  than  one  occasion 
passed  resolutions  at  their  primary  meetings,  and 
had  signed  petitions,  which,  when  presented  to  this 
House,  were  refused  to  be  printed.  And  not  only 
so,  but  the  fact  was  equally  true  in  regard  to  the 
constituents  of  every  gentleman  on  this  floor.  Yet 
they  did  not  expend  the  public  money  in  printing 
these  memorials,  so  unnecessary  and  uncalled  for. 
Once  open  the  door,  and  it  would  be  necessary  to 
print  all  the  petitions  which  were  presented,  (to 
which  he,  Mr.  C,  presumed  not  a  single  gentle- 
man on  this  floor  would  consent,)  or  discrimina- 
tions, invidious  discriminations,  must  be  made 
between  the  citizens  of  the  country. 

He  knew  not  the  character  of  the  memorial;  he 
had  not  examined  it.  He  did  not  object  to  its 
printing  on  account  of  its  coming  from  the  Society 
of  Friends;  his  objections  rose  on  the  principle  he 
had  laid  down.  He  trusted  the  House  would  not 
depart  from  a  custom  founded  in  justice  and  pro- 
priety— that  was,  to  refuse  to  print  memorials 
whenever  presented,  unless  they  came  from  the 
State  Legislatures,  or  unless  there  was  some  pecu- 
liar cause  for  their  printing.  To  this  rule  he 
knew  there  had  been  some  exceptions,  but  he 
trusted  they  would  not  be  repeated.  He  moved 
to  lay  the  motion  to  firint  on  the  table. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  motion. 

Mr.  HENLEY  .said  he  did  not  like  to  be  obliged 
to  vote  upon  a  question  of  this  sort  until 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  that  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was 
not  debatable. 

Mr.  HENLEY  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Cobb]  to  withdraw  it,  to  give  him 
the  opportunity  to  make  some  remarks. 

Mr.  COBB,  in  compliance  with  the  request, 
withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  HENLEY  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  me- 
morial before  he  proceeded;  and  it  was  read,  as 
follows  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent, if  ires  of  the 

United  Stales  of  .dinerica  in  Con-ress  ,.s^emlled : 

The  memorial  of  tlie  Heprc-eiit^itivis  of  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing of  the  Society  of  Friends  for  New  Eniiland,  respectfully 
showetli  : 

That  your  ineinoriBliatd  regard  witli  deep  regret  and  sor- 
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row  the  existoiice  and  continuance  of  the  war  between  this 
country  and  .'Nloxico. 

Weare  notinsensible  of  the  importance  and  responsibility 
of  appearing;  as  peiitioneis  before  tlie  constituted  authorities 
of  our  country  ;  but  we  are  constrained,  under  a  deep  sense 
of  the  unrighteousness  and  vast  practical  evils  inseparably 
connected  with  war,  again  earnestly  to  solicit  your  serious 
attention  to  it. 

While  your  memorialists  believe  that  all  wars  and  fight- 
ings  are  contrary  to  the  precepts  and  spirit  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ,  and  are  Ibrbidden  to  Christians,  they  are  aware  that 
circumstances  sometimes  attend  the  prosecution  thereof 
which  may  very  much  increase  their  calamities.  How  far 
the  war  in  which  this  country  is  now  en:,'iii;i'd  with  Me,\ico 
partakes  of  such  circumstances,  it  may  not  become  us,  in 
thus  memorializing  you,  to  decide.  But,  in  addition  to  the 
many  thousands  of  Me.vicans,  among  wliom  are  great  num- 
bers of  women  and  helpless  chiklren,  who  have  fallen  on 
the  field  of  battle,  or  in  the  capture  of  cities,  is  the  fearful 
fact  that  the  lives  of  thousands  of  our  citizens  have  also 
been  sacrificed  in  this  strife,  increasing  in  no  small  degree 
the  number  of  the  widows  and  the  fatherless. 

Nor  can  we  but  deplore  the  circumstance  that  our  own 
citizens  now  compose  an  invading  army  within  the  ac- 
knowledged territory  of  a  neighboring  nation,  towards  whom 
this  country  has  heretofore  been  on  terms  of  amity  and 
peace.  And  your  memorialists  would  entreat  you,  as  the 
representatives  of  this  nation,  calmly  to  take  into  your  se- 
rious consideration  the  responsibility  of  your  present  po- 
sition. 

And  they  earnestly  desire,  that  in  your  deliberations  upon 
this  momentous  subject, you  may  be  directed  by  that  wisdom 
which  has  for  its  aim  the  doing  unto  others  as  we  would 
they  should  do  unto  us,  to  adopt  measures  for  the  speedy 
termination  of  this  war;  and  that  the  retrospect  of  after 
days  may  afford  to  you  the  consolation  of  having  discharged 
your  duty  to  yourselves,  tJ  your  country,  and  to  your  God. 

Signeii  by  direction  and  on  behalf  of  a  meeting  of  the 
representatives  aforesaid,  held  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island, 
the  -1th  day  of  the  first  month,  1848. 

SAMUEL  BOYCE,  Clerk. 

Mr.  HENLEY  then  said,  this  was  not  the  fir.st 
time  since  tiiis  war  was  begun  that  memorials  of  the 
same  character  have  been  presented  from  the  same 
source.  What  did  they  ask  for  .'  They  ask  this 
Congress  to  feel  sensible  of  the  responsibility  of 
the  position  tliey  occitpy,  and  to  take  measures  for 
tiie  speedy  restoration  of  peace.  When  they  come 
forward  and  address  us  in  such  language,  Mr.  H. 
understood  them  as  charging  us  with  not  enter- 
taining that  due  sen.se  of  the  responsibility  of  our 
position  before  the  country  which  we  ought  to  feel; 
and,  in  making  this  charge,  Mr.  H.  declared  that 
they  charged  a  falsehood  upon  this  Congress;  espe- 
cially was  it  a  false  charge  with  reference  to  that 
particular  party  ao;ain.st  which  it  was  directed. 

Mr.  PI.  averred  that  the  Democratic  party  had 
a  true  appreciation  of  the  re.sponsibility  of  their 
position,  and  a  sincere  desire  for  peace;  and  this 
intirnation  to  the  contrary  was  but  a  repetition  of 
tlie  common  political  slang  of  the  day,  and  that 
was  the  character  of  the  entire  memorial.  He 
had  high  respect  for  the  Society  of  Friends;  but 
when  they  came  here  with  language  which  was 
in  the  mouths  of  every  political  demagogue  and 
agitator  in  the  land,  and  calculated  rather  to  retard 
and  postpone  peace  than  to  accelerate  it,  he  could 
not  consent  to  print  it.  It  was  a  slander,  come 
from  what  quarter  it  might,  that  the  Administra- 
tion or  Detnocratic  party  ever  desired  war,  if  it 
could  be  avoided,  or  that  they  did  not  now  desire 

Ecace  at  the  earliest  possible  period,  when  it  could 
e  made  with  honor. 
He  admitted  that  the  people  of  the  Society  of 
Friends  deserved  all  that  had  been  claimed  for 
them;  that  they  were  respectable  and  good  citizens. 
Many  of  them  live  in  his  own  State  and  district  ; 
marry  of  them  were  his  own  relatives.  His  con- 
nections, nearly  all  of  them,  happen  to  belong  to 
thatclusrs  of  people;  and  he  knew,  and  they  knew, 
that  they  had  been  ojiposed  to  their  country  in 
every  contest  of  arms  in  which  she  has  been  en- 
gaged— even  in  the  holy  contest  of  the  Revolution 
they  stood  against  their  country.  They  may  have 
been  honest;  but  their  fault  has  been,  that  they 
h.ive  permitted  their  peculiar  notions  to  override 
their  love  of  country  and  all  their  nobler  impulses 
of  patrioti.stn.  Tlii.s  waa  their  great  fault.  If  they 
would  have  the  right  to  charge  u.s  with  fault,  he 
would  exercise  the  .same  right  with  respect  to 
these  Friends. 

These  memorialists  were  praying  Congress  for 
peace.  Not  that  we  should  negotiate  a  peace  that 
would  redoimd  to  the  n.-iiional  honor,  but  to  make 
peace  at  all  hazards.  They  do  not  a.sk  you  to  be 
careful  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  coiuitry's 
name  and  character,  but  they  ask  you  to  make 
peace  unconditionally — upon  any  terms.  That 
wa.s  what  he  imder.stood  by  the  memorial,  and  for 
that  addiiional  rea.son  he  would  not  consent  to 
jirinl.  He  respected  the  Society  of  Friends  as  a 
])cople,  but  he  had  no  respect  for  the  position 


which  they  had  uniformly  occupied-  before  the 
country,  whenever  the  country  has  been  engaged 
in  war. 

Mr.  H.  had  yet  something  further  to  say  in  rela- 
tion to  these  people.  Although  they  were  all  very 
honest  and  conscientious,  yet  it  might  be  made  to 
appear,  that  even  on  the  subject  of  war,  they  were 
not  always  altogether  as  conscientious  as  they 
claim  to  be.  It  was  within  the  knowledge  of  Mr. 
H.  that  they  had  voted  for  military  chieftains  for 
office,  though  they  had  formally  professed  to  be- 
lieve such  a  course  dangerous  and  iinraoral;  and 
from  this  fact  we  had  a  right  to  infer  that  they 
were  not  much  more  conscientious  than  other  peo- 
ple. He  knew  and  admitted  that  all  were  liable  to 
error;  but  if  you  scrutinize  closely  the  Cluaker 
character,  it  will  be  found  to  embrace  a  great  many 
of  the  frailties  of  human  nature;  and  among  them, 
that  of  being  inconsistent  was  not  the  least  con- 
spicuous. If  they  could  vote  for  a  military  chief- 
tain to  sustain  the  cause  of  Federalism,  they  could 
as  well  support  the  war,  if  it  were  necessary  to 
support  the  policy  of  the  Federal  party.  They 
were  not  exempt  from  inconsistency  in  their  con- 
duct, and  upon  a  close  examination  it  would  be 
found  that  they  had  no  more  claims  to  conscien- 
tiousness and  honesty  than  their  neighbors.  He 
knew  that  in  the  days  of  the  Revolution  there  were 
a  few  of  them  who  joined  in  the  contest;  that  in 
the  late  war,  and  in  the  present,  there  were  to  be 
found  in  that  Society  as  true  friends  to  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  honor  and  character  of  the  country  as 
there  were  among  any  other  class  of  people.  To 
none  of  these  were  his  remarks  intended  to  apply. 
On  the  contrary,  they  had  his  thanks  for  this  evi- 
dence of  their  patriotism — soaring  above  sectarian 
tenets. 

Mr.  PALFREY  said  that  he  understood  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  to  say  what  he,  (Mr.  P.,) 
as  a  new  member,  could  not  be  expected  to  know, 
that  it  was  not  customary  to  print  memorials,  ex- 
cept memorials  of  States.  But  legal  gentlemen 
remembered  the  maxim  as  to  law,  vianente  ratione, 
manet  lex — "  the  law  lasts  as  long  as  the  reason 
lasts."  This  was,  or  ought  to  be,  equally  true  of 
the  usages  of  the  House.  As  long  as  petitions 
were  actually  reported  upon  by  the  committees  to 
which  they  were  referred,  there  might  be  less  rea- 
son for  printing  them,  because  then  they  became 
known  to  the  House  and  the  country  in  another 
way.  But,  by  various  artifices,  the  right  of  peti- 
tion had  become  reduced  almost  to  a  nullity.  So 
far  had  this  process  gone,  that  it  was  now  very 
difficult  so  much  as  to  present  a  petition  to  the 
House,  so  as  to  bring  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  members  and  the  country, 
and  all  the  trouble  which,  in  consequence  of  the 
strong  interest  in  its  object,  had  been  taken  in  pre- 
paring it,  was  thus  absolutely  thrown  away.  Pe- 
tition day  only  occurred  once  a  fortnight;  it  fell  on 
the  only  day  in  the  week  on  which  the  rules  and 
orders  could  be  suspended;  and  the  recent  practice 
had  been  to  suspend  the  rules  on  that  day,  so  as 
to  afford  opportunity  for  President-making  in  one 
or  another  form,  or  any  other  business  which  was 
thought  important  enough  to  justify  an  exclusion 
of  the  people  from  the  fight  of  presenting  their 
memorials  to  their  servants  on  this  floor.  Mr.  P. 
had  had  petitions  on  hand  for  more  than  six  weeks, 
from  between  three  and  four  thousand  ministers 
and  laymen  of  the  Unitarian  denomination,  besides 
others,  which  he  had  not  been  able  yet  to  get  an 
opportunity  to  present.  It  was  no  answer  to  him 
to  say  that,  by  another  rule  of  the  House,  he  could 
hand  his  petitions  at  any  time  to  the  Clerk  to  go 
to  a  committee.  Suppose  he  wanted  to  refer  a 
memorial  to  a  select  commitUe:  certainly  the  Chair 
would  not  rai.se  one  without  a  vote  of  the  House. 
Besides,  Mr.  P.  had  only  spoken  a  public  secret 
when  he  had  said  that  there  were  petitions  on  sub- 
jects very  interesting  to  their  signers  and  to  the 
country,  which, as  things  nowstood,  weredoomed 
never  to  be  heard  of  more,  after  they  got  into  the 
hands  of  the  stand itig  committees  of  this  House. 
The  only  chance  for  them  to  come  before  the 
House  and  before  the  country  was  by  being  print- 
ed. And  this  poor  justice,  at  least,  he  should  give 
his  vote  to  ren(ler  to  the  highly  respectable  signers 
of  the  memorial  now  presented  by  his  friend  and 
colleague. 

Mr.  HENLEY  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  P.\LFREY  hoped  the  gentletnnn  would 
not  interrupt  him.  He  did  not  interrupt  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana. 


Mr.  HENLEY  said  he  would  interrupt  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts.  The  pending  ques- 
tion was  on  the  motion  to  print. 

Mr.  PALFREY  said  he  was  strictly  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  was  also  understood  to  decide 
that  the  gentleman  frorn  Massachusetts  was  in 
order  in  alluding  to  facts  as  illustrations  of  an  ar* 
gument. 

Mr.  PALFREY  said  he  believed  he  could  satisfy 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  himself  that  he  was  in 
order  in  the  remarks  which  he  had  made  on  the 
question  before  the  House.  He  maintained  that 
this  memorial,' which  came  from  the  Conference  of 
Friends,  ought  to  be  printed,  because  in  no  other 
way  would  it  in  the  ordinary  course  of  things  cotne 
before  the  House.  When  such  memorials  as  that 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  and  that  presented  by 
his  friend — memorials  to  which  signatures  were 
obtained  with  so  much  pains,  indicating  great  in- 
terest in  the  subject — were  presented  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  House,  if  the  House  would  not 
allow  the  rules  pertaining  to  matters  of  that  kind 
to  be  carried  into  effect — if  they  were  to  be  buried 
in  the  hands  of  their  standing  committees,  then  he 
said  it  was  most  material  and  important  that  the 
House  should  print  them,  at  least  that  through  the 
medium  of  the  press  these  petitions  might  be 
brought  to  the  view  of  the  House  and  of  the  peo- 
ple at  large.  It  was  to  say  this  that  he  had  risen, 
and  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  would  see  that  his 
argument  was  pertinent.  He  should  vote  for  the 
motion  to  print. 

Mr.  HASKELL  rnoved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  print  the  memorial  on  the  table;  which 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative, as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atkinson,  Bedinger,  Bingliarfi,  Birdsall, 
Black,  Bnwdon,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  William  G.  Brown,  Charles 
Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burt,  Catlicart,  Chase,  Franklin 
Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Howell  Cobb,  Collins,  Cummins, 
Daniel,  Dickinson,  Edsall,  Faran,  Feafherston,  Ficklin, 
Flournoy,  Fries,  French,  Fulton,  Goggin, Green,  Hamnions, 
Harris,  Henley,  Hill,  George  S.  Houston,  Inge,  Iverson, 
Andrew  Johnson,  Kobert  W.  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones, 
Kaufman,  Kennon,  Lahm,  l^a  S6re,  Leffler,  Ligon,  Lord, 
Maclay,  McClelland,  McClernand,  McDowell,  McKay,  Mc- 
I^ane,  Mann,  Miller,  Morris,  Morse,  Nicoll,  Peck,  Peyton, 
Phelps,  Preston,  Richardson,  Richey,  Uockhill,  Sawyer, 
Simpson,  Sims,  Smart,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  Starkweath- 
er, Stephens,  Chailes  E.  Stuart,  Thomas,  Thurston,  Turner, 
Venable,  Wiley,  and  Woodward — 81. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abbott,  John  Uuincy  Adams,  Green 
Adams,  Aslimun,  Blanchard,  Botts,  Brady,  Buckner,  Canby, 
Clingman,  Cocke,  Collamer,  Conger,  Cranston,  Crisfield, 
Crozier,  Dickey,  Dixon,  Donnell,  Duer,  Daniel  Duncan, 
Garnpft  Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckert,  Edwards,  Embree,  Alex- 
ander Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Farrelly,  Fisher,  Gayle,  Gid- 
dings,  Gott,  Gregory,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  Moses 
H  impton,  Haskell," Henry,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  John  W.Hous- 
ton, Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Fngersoll,  Irvin, 
John  W.Jones,  Daniel  P.  King,  William  T.T.awrence,  Sid- 
ney Lawrence,  Levin,  Lincoln,  Mcllvainc,  Marsh,  Marvin, 
Morehead,  Mullin,  Nelson,  Newall,  Outlaw,  Palfrey,  Pen- 
dleton, Petrie,  Pollock,  Putnam,  Reynolds,  Julius  Rnckvi'ell, 
John  A. Rockwell,  Roman,  Root,  Rumsey,  St.  John,  Schenck, 
Sheppcrd,  Sherrill,  Silvester,  Slingerland,  Caleb  B.  Smith, 
Truman  Smith,  Andrew  Stewart,  Strohm,  Tallmadge,  Tlii- 
bodeauXjTaylor,  Tompkins,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  John  B. 
Thompson,  VVilliam  Thompson,  Toombs,  Van  Dyke,  Vin- 
ton, Warren,  and  Wilson — 93. 

The  House  refusing  to  lay  the  motion  to  print 
on  the  table — 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  sec- 
onded, and  under  its  operation  the  memorial  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Ciuincy  Adams,  Green  Adams,  Asli- 
mun, Barrow,  Blanchard,  Botts,  Brady,  Buckner,  Butler, 
Canby,  Chapman,  Clapp,  Clingman,  Cocke,  Collamer,  Con- 
ger, (::)raiiston,  Crisfield,  Crowell,  Crozier,  Dickey,  Dixon, 
Donnell,  Duer,  Daniid  Duncan,  GarneU  Duncan,  Dunn, 
Eckert,  Edwards,  Embree,  Alexander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans, 
Farrelh',  Fisher.  Gavie,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Gott,  Gregory, 
Grinnell,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  Moses  Hamjiton,  Haskell, 
Henry,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Joseph  R.  In- 
•rersoll,  Irvin,  Jcnkin-,  .lohn  W.  Jones,  Daniel  P.  King,  VV. 
T.  Lawrence,  S.  Lauience,  Lincoln,  Mellvaine,  Marsh, 
Marvin,  Mullin,  Nelson,  Newall,  Outlaw,  Palfrey,  Pendle- 
ton, Pollock,  Putnam,  Revnolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A. 
Rockwell,  Roman,  Root,Rumsev,  St.  John,  Schenck,  Sliep- 
pnd,  Sherrill,  Silvester,  Slingerland,  Caleb  I).  Smith,  Tru- 
man Smith.  Andrew  Stewart,' Strohm,  Tallmadge,  Thibo- 
(leaux,  Tavlor,  Tompkins,  R.  W.  Thompson,  John  B. 
'J'hompson,  Win.  Thompson, 'Phuiston,7'ooinbs,  Van  Dyke, 
\inlon,  Warren,  Wentworth,  While,  and  Wilson— 98. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atkinson,  Beale,  Bedinger,  Bingham, 
Birdsall,  Black,  Bocock,  Bowdon,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Wm.  G. 
Brown,  (Jharles  Brown,  Burt,  Catlicart,  ("base,  Franklin 
Clark.  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Howell  C"bb,  Collins,  Cummins, 
Daniel,  Dickin.sou,  Edsall,  Faran,  Fcatliersion.  Ficklin, 
Floiirnoy,  Fries,  French,  Fulton, Goggin,  <;rcen,W.  P.  Hall, 
Harris,  Henley,  Hill,  George  S.  (lonslon,  Ingr-,  Iverson,  An- 
drew Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  (.'eorge  W.  Jones,  Knuf- 
nian,  Kennon,  Lahm.La  SCre,  LelUer,  Ligon,  Lord.Lump- 


n,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McCleruanil.  McKay,  Mcl.ane, 

nun.  Miller,   Morse,  Nicoll,  Peek,  Petrie,  Peyton,  Phelps, 

I'illebury,  Proston,  Richardson,  Richey,  Sawyer,  Simpson, 
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Sltns,  Smart,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  Starkweather,  Ste- 
phens, Charles  E.  Stuart,  Thomas,  James  'JMiompson,  Tur- 
ner, Venable,  Williams,  Wiley,  and  Woodward —83. 

So  the  memorial  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
THE  LOAN  BILL  AND  THE  WAR. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Botts,  of 
Virginia,  in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  con- 
eideration  of  the  bill  authorizing  a  loan  not  exceed- 
ing ^8,500,000. 

iVIr.  MARSH,\vho  was  entitled  to  the  floor  from 
yesterday,  addressed  the  committee  during  his  al- 
lotted hour. 

Mr.  M.  said  that  he  proposed  to  avail  himself 
of  this  occasion  to  do  what  he  had  never  before 
attempted  to  do  in  this  place,  viz:  express  his  own 
opinion  and  that  whicli  he  believed  to  be  the  opin- 
ion of  a  large  majority  of  his  constituents,  and, 
as  he  hoped,  of  the  whole  American  people,  on 
the  causes,  motives,  objects,  and  dependencies  of 
the  existing  war  with  Mexico,  and  which  would 
induce  him  to  vote  against  the  further  prosecu- 
tion of  hostilities,  which,  though  avowedly  com- 
menced for  defence,  were  obviously  to  be  carried 
on  for  the  purposes  of  conquest.  The  advo- 
cates of  the  war  said,  that  it  was  now  too  late 
to  stop,  and  the  only  question  to  be  settled  was, 
what  means  ought  to  be  adopted  to  bring  the  war 
to  as  speedy  a  termination  as  possible,  and  obtain 
such  a  peace  as  should  be  honorable  to  us  and  just 
to  our  adversaries.  It  would  be,  did  a  state  of  war 
absolve  us  from  all  moral  responsibilities  to  those 
of  the  human  family  who  happened  to  be  our  en- 
emies ?  Mr.  M.  was  one  who  never  had  been 
able  to  see  the  distinction  between  public  and  pri- 
vate morality,  and  who  held  that  there  was  a  broad 
distinction  between  a  war  for  the  defence  and  main- 
tenance of  existing  rights  and  a  war  for  the  suc- 
cessful establishment  of  new  claims. 

In  judging  of  the  propriety  of  prosecuting  any 
war,  it  was  material  to  inquire  into  the  design  and 
purposes  for  which  the  war  had  been  commenced; 
otherwise,  we  could  never  know  whether  the  war 
had  accomplifshed  its  end  or  not.  In  regard  to 
this  war,  it  was  unimportant  to  distinguish  between 
its  primary  cause  and  its  immediate  occasion.  It 
was  now,  he  believed,  pretty  generally  if  not  uni- 
versally admitted,  that  the  primary  cause  of  our 
war  with  Mexico  was  the  annexation  of  Texas; 
the  proximate  cause  was  certainly  the  advance 
of  the  United  States  army  to  the  banks  of  the 
Rio  Grande;  but  it  did  not  therefore  follow  that 
the  war  was  a  necessary  consequence.  This 
Cabinet  might  be  responsible  for  the  actual  exist- 
ence of  the  war,  though  its  predecessor  might  have 
produced  that  state  of  things  out  of  which  it  had 
grown.  If  the  Administration  had  been  guilty  of 
precipitating  this  dire  calamity  upon  the  country, 
or  if  they  should  now  refuse  the  terms  of  peace 
which  were  generally  understood  to  have  been  of- 
fered by  Mexico,  they  were  responsible  before 
God  and  man  for  all  their  acts  or  neglects  in  rela- 
tion to  the  whole  subject. 

After  the  fatal  wound  we  had  inflicted  on  the 
national  honor  and  independence  of  Mexico,  by 
the  absorption  of  a  revolted  province,  which  she 
still  claimed  as  an  integral  part  of  her  empire,  Mr. 
M.  would  not  say  that  it  had  ever  been  possible  to 
avoid  a  war;  but,  as  had  been  well  shown  by  his 
friend  from  Connecticut,  (understood  to  refer  to 
Mr.  Dixon,)  the  Administration  never  had  6o7ia7i(ie 
endeavored  to  avoid  it  by  soothing  the  wounded 
feelings  of  Mexico,  or  doing  anything  to  conciliate: 
until  this  were  tried,  they  had  no  right  to  presume, 
beforehand,  that  she  would  refuse  all  conciliation. 
She  had  at  any  rate  committed  no  hostile  acts;  the 
casui  belli  had  not  occurred  when  the  present  war 
was  provoked  and  commenced  by  us.  He  would 
not  say  that  the  Administration  had  wantonly 
plungf  1  the  country  into  this  contest,  with  a  full 
knowledge  beforehand  of  its  character  and  results; 
but  this  much  he  would  say,  that  he  had  no  doubt 
the  President  had  ordered  the  advance  of  our 
troops  under  the  hope  that  he  might  thereby  goad 
Mexico  into  some  hostile  act,  that  would  serve  as 
H  plausible  reason  for  a  large  increase  of  the  army 
and  navy,  and  a  proportionate  augmentation  of 
Executive  patronage;  and  that  he  calculated  at  the 
cost  of  a  small  war  to  extort  from  Mexico  her  fair- 
est provinces,  thereby  placing  President  Polk  by 
the  side  of  President  Tyler,  on  the  bad  eminence 
of  those  who  undertook  to  become  the  "  enlargers 
of  the  area  of  freedom." 

But,  besides  all  this,  the  Executive  resolved  on 


taking  steps  to  get  the  Californias.  The  surrender 
of  Oregon  had  been  predetermined,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  propitiate  the  irritated  feelings  of  the 
West,  indignant  as  that  high-spirited  people  would 
certainly  be  at  the  loss  of  what  they  all  had  been 
taught  was  their  "  unquestionable"  right.  A  war 
with  Mexico  presented  itself  as  the  readiest  and 
most  likely  method  to  effect  this  object,  by  open- 
ing to  Western  enterprise  new  regions  in  the  South, 
in  place  of  those  which  it  was  deemed  the  part  of 
discretion  to  surrender  to  the  demand  of  Great 
Britain. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  could  not  regard  this  war  but  as 
a  national  offence.  It  was  against  the  spirit  of  the 
fimes.  It  was  a  retrograde  step  in  the  onward 
progress  of  civilization  and  humanity.  It  was  a 
misuse,  a  total  perversion  of  our  rich  resources,  a 
misdirection  of  our  aims.  The  cultivation  of  the 
arts  of  peace,  of  reproduction,  of  multiplication, 
of  creation,  were  now  recognized  on  all  hands  as 
best  suited  to  the  genius  and  enterprising  spirit  of 
our  people.  To  cultivate  war,  in  preference,  was 
an  inversion  of  statesmanship  unworthy  of  the  nine- 
teenth century,  and  against  the  precepts  of  Chris- 
tianity. It  called  a  great  civilized  and  Christian 
nation  to  turn  the  ploughshare  into  the  sword. 
The  policy  of  this  people  was  to  increase  by 
natural  growth  and  by  accretion,  not  to  spread  by 
acquisition  and  conquest.  The  very  publicity  that 
necessarily  attended  the  operations  of  a  republican 
government  was  utterly  opposed  to  the  policy  of 
an  acquisitive  war,  which  must  have  been  planned 
in  darkness.  But  it  was  not  a  thijig  to  be  won- 
dered at  that  an  Administration  which  was  in  di- 
rect hostility  to  the  encouragement  of  the  useful 
arts  and  the  protection  of  domestic  industry  should 
seek  to  divert  public  attention  from  its  selfish  and 
ambitious  policy  by  holding  up  the  tinsel  of  mili- 
tary glory,  and  waving  before  the  gaze  of  the 
people  the  false  and  meretricious  splendor  of  for- 
eign conquest,  and  thus  finding  out  a  new  and 
guilty  employment  for  hands  which  its  own  course 
had  taken  from  the  industrial  occupations  and  pur- 
suits of  private  life.  An  effort  had  been  made  to 
hide  the  turpitude  of  this  war  of  aggression  by  ex- 
aggerating the  wrongs  we  had  experienced  from 
the  Mexicans,  and  the  glory  to  be  acquired  by  vic- 
tory over  them.  The  South  were  told  that  the 
success  of  the  contest  would  provide  ample  space 
for  the  spread  and  the  confirmed  establishment 
of  slavery,  and  effectually  dissipate  the  delusive 
hope  with  which  Mr.  Walker's  letter  had  cheated 
the  Democracy  of  the  JNorlh;  while,  at  the  same 
time,  the  North  was  encouraged  by  the  hope  that 
the  Wilmol  proviso  would  be  grafted  on  some  of 
the  war  bills,  and  would  thereby  practically  pre- 
vent the  further  extension  of  slavery.  Those  who 
had  clothed  two  nations  in  scarlet, and  dipped  their 
hands  in  the  blood  of  each  other,  hoped  to  blind 
the  eyes  of  the  people  of  this  country  by  dazzling 
them  with  the  prospect  of  admitting  the  East  India 
trade  into  the  ports  of  California. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  was  not  the  apologist  of  Mexi- 
co. He  entertained  no  admiration  for  her  charac- 
ter, nor  was  he  disposed  to  deny  that  she  had  done 
us  great  wrong;  and  none  coukl  hope  less  than  he 
did  from  a  country  under  the  double  burden  of 
the  despotism  of  soldiery  and  the  despotism  of 
priests.  The  Mexicans  were,  technically,  the  en- 
emies of  his  country,  and  he  wished  for  them  no 
trophies  erected  at  our  expense.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  he  had  no  sympathy  with  men  who  would 
visit  the  sins  of  aspiring  and  cruel  leaders  on  the 
poor  degraded  beings  who  were  but  the  passive 
instruments  of  their  tyranny  and  hell-born  ambi- 
tion; who  scorned  the  civic  victories  of  peace,  and 
had  chaplets  to  bestow  only  on  the  bold  and  reck- 
less soldier.  Mr.  M.  had  no  wish  to  see  Mexican 
women  converted  into  widows,  and  their  cities 
given  to  the  flames.  He  had  rather  his  country 
would  sit  down  in  honest  shame  than  enjoy  the 
guilty  glory  of  having,  by  lawless  violence,  spread 
her  dominion  over  this  entire  continent.  One 
murder  made  a  villain,  a  thousand  made  a  hero; 
but  the  statesman,  who  sat  coolly  down  in  the 
seclusion  of  his  closet,  and  planned  a  war  of  party 
ambition,  and  the  hot-headed  ruler  whose  orders 
bathed  a  land  in  blood,  were  but  wholesale  man- 
slayers,  whom  no  amount  of  carnage  and  destruc- 
tion could  ever  convert  into  heroes.  Bonaparte, 
the  greatest  captain  the  world  had  seen,  turned 
pale,  and  wept,  and  trembled,  on  discovering,  that 
by  an  order  rashly  given  to  gratify  a  woman  with 
the  sight  of  a  battle-field,  he  had  shortened,  though 


but  for  a  few  days,  the  lives  of  many  of  his  faithful 
soldiers;  but  what  compunctious  visitings,  what 
gracious  drops  of  generous  repentance,  had  this 
Administration  ever  exhibited  at  the  sweeping 
slaughter  in  the  streets  of  Monterey,  the  crushing 
of  women  and  children  in  the  bombardment  of 
Vera  Cruz,  at  the  pestilence  of  the  camp,  sweep- 
ing thousands  into  an  inglorious  grave,  or  even  at 
the  tears  and  mourning  that  were  to  be  witnessed 
in  the  highways  of  this  metropolis.' 

But,  while  discussing  the  question  of  morals 
involved  in  the  prosecution  of  this  war,  it  would 
be  well  to  inquire  into  the  origin,  the  causa  causa- 
rum,  which  was  to  be  found  in  the  annexation  of 
Texas. 

Perhaps  the  bare  act  of  annexation  itself,  apart 
from  the  motives  which  led  to  it,  and  the  means 
by  which  it  was  effected,  might  not  warrant  a 
declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of  Mexico.  To  de- 
termine this  point,  it  was  requisite  that  we  should 
know  more  than  would,  in  all  probability,  be  ever 
known  by  the  present  generation,  touching  the 
relations  of  Mexico  to  her  revolted  province.  It 
might  be  urged  that  Texas  was  at  the  time  actually 
independent;  and  it  was  possible,  though  the  fact 
had  never  yet  been  proved,  that  her  revolt  from 
under  the  Mexican  authority  was  justified  by  her 
misrule  and  oppression;  but  our  ground  of  judg- 
ment must  have  respect  to  the  motives  and  the 
means  which  produced  her  annexation  to  this 
Union.  The  mo'.ive,  the  avowed  motive,  was  to 
prevent  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  Texas,  and  to 
get  more  space  for  extending  and  strengthening 
that  institution.  The  annexation  was  held  to  be 
necessary  to  the  security  of  the  slaveholder;  it  was 
indispensable,  in  order  to  the  securing  of  his  rights 
as  guarantied  by  the  Constitution;  and  the  infer- 
ence drawn  from  these  premises  was,  that  there- 
fore the  General  Governmeift  was  bound  to  aid  in 
the  project.  It  was  true  that  a  timid  suggestion 
had  been  added  as  to  the  probable  loss  of  a  great 
market  for  northern  manufactures;  and  a  humbug 
was  gotten  up  about  Texas  being  necessary  to  the 
Union,  as  a  means 'of  strengthening  the  defences 
of  an  exposed  frontier;  and,  as  a  make-weight, 
there  had  been  thrown  in  an  apprehension  of  the 
power  of  British  influences  which  would  be  ex- 
erted there,  should  annexation  not  be  effected;  but 
he  passed  all  these  considerations,  because,  though 
they  might  possibly  be  successful  in  gulling  such 
persons  as  had  been  simple  enough  to  give  cre- 
dence to  the  Kane  letter,  assuring  them  that  Mr. 
Polk  was  a  great  friend  to  protecting  domestic  in- 
dustry, yet  it  was  perfectly  notorious  that  they 
never  had  availed  to  influence  a  single  vote  in  Con- 
gress. Congress  had  had  before  it  the  naked 
question,  as  "a  southern  question — as  the  question 
of  slavery.  The  question  before  them  had  been, 
whether  this  General  Government  was  or  was  not 
called  upon  to  support  and  strengthen  that  institu- 
tion, by  giving  it  "space  for  a  greater  extension.' 
Up  to  that  time,  it  had  always  been  contended  by 
the  South,  and  generally  admitted  by  the  North, 
that  the  General  Government  had  no  jurisdiction 
as  to  slavery;  but,  as  had  been  well  said  by  an- 
other, in  their  over-heated  zeal,  the  friends  of  an- 
nexation conceded  a  principle  which  the  abolition 
ists  had  not  been  slow  to  take  advantage  of,  viz: 
that  Congress  had  the  right  of  legislation  on  a  sub- 
ject which  had  hitherto  been  confined  exclusively 
to  the  legislative  power  of  the  States. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  should  not  now  undertake  to 
discuss  the  subject  of  slavery  either  as  a  Christian 
or  an  unchristian  institution.  He  had  formed  an 
opinion  on  that  subject  which  remained  unchanged, 
in  spite  of  the  theological  argument  which  had 
been  made  on  this  floor,  and  the  proofs  in  its  favor 
which  had  then  been  adduced  from  holy  writ,  and 
which,  if  certain  indications  and  intimations  were 
worthy  of  confidence,  were  soon  to  be  repeated 
again  in  that  House;  but  it  was  of  the  highest  im- 
portance to  remember,  and  the  fact  ought  never  to 
be  forgotten,  that  the  leading  motive  of  those  in 
authority  in  getting  up  this  war  with  Mexico  was 
the  perpetuation  of  slavery. 

However  wrong  the  motive  of  the  war  might 
have  been,  there  was  yet  more  of  crime  in  the 
means  used  in  bringing  it  to  pass.  Whoever 
wished  to  read  the  blackest  page  in  American  his- 
tory should  ferret  out  the  secret  intrigues,  the  hid- 
den unacknowledged  plans  and  insidious  deceptive 
eftorts  to  excite  tlie  nation  and  iret  it  up  to  the  war 
pitch,  in  order  to  use  that  powerful  feeling  to  effect 
certain  predetermined  party  objects.     He  ought  to 
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dive  into  the  recesses  of  that  Machiavelian  policy 
•which  held  out  tlifierent  baits  to  different  portions 
of  tlie  couniry;  tliat,  by  combining  the  action  of 
many  discordant  elements  and  applying  it  in  one 
direction, annexation  might beaccomplished  inspite 
of  the  North.  He  should  watch  and  see  how  that 
contempiible  faction  long  continued  to  swing  back- 
ward and  forward  between  the  remonstrances  of 
conscience  and  party  interest,  till  they  were  at  last 
fixed  by  means  which  proved  irresistible.  He 
should  take  pains  to  learn  what  votes  had  been 
dictated  by  craven  fear,  and  what  by  damnable 
c  irruption. 

But  the  conduct  of  those  who  had  been  tlie  most 
unscrupulous  in  plotting  to  effect  annexation  was 
less  enormous  in  atrocity  than  tliat  of  their  north- 
ern allies,  who  had  excused  their  votes  for  annex- 
ation under  the  salvo  of  the  "  Wilmot  proviso,"  or 
the  "  Ijrinkerhoir  proviso,"  according  to  others. 
I  ■  they  chose  to  go  to  loggerheads  with  each  other 
about  the  name,  let  them  do  so,  and  keep  at  it  as 
long  as  they  liked.  Mr.  M.  was  willing  m  vote  in 
support  of  that  war.  Whether  it  was  the  Brinker- 
holT  or  the  Wilmot  proviso,  it  was  the  boldest 
experiment  that  ever  had  been  tried  on  the  credu- 
lity of  the  American  people;  but  now  that  that 
luimbug  had  utterly  failed  to  accomplish  eitlier  of 
the  objects  for  which  it  was  gotten  up,  he  should 
not  be  surprised  if  those  who  had  been  the  loudest 
and  most  clamorous  in  its  favor  should  prove  to 
be  the  very  first  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  tempta- 
tion from  high  places. 

He  knew  that  there  were  some  Democrats  who 
had  voted  for  that  measure,  who  were  men  of 
honor  and  integrity,  and  had  been  actuated  by  an 
honest  regard  for  the  good  of  the  people;  but  others 
had  been  tempted  to  concur  in  the  measure  as  a 
means  of  testifying  the  regret  they  felt  at  having 
voted  tor  annexation.'  But  the  great  mass  were  of 
a  far  dififerent  description.  Some  were  actuated  by 
a  propelling  force  operating  at  home;  others  for 
the  sake  of  disposinsj  of  an  obnoxious  western 
candidate  for  the  Presidency,  who  had  committed 
liimself  by  a  vote  in  the  Senale,  while  their  north- 
ern candidate  lay  snugly  perdu,  and  escaped  the 
responsibility.  If  the  same  western  gentleman 
should  be  a  candidate,  his  noisiest  advocates  would 
find — [but  what  it  was  they  would  find  the  reporter 
failed  to  hear.]  In  March,  that  proviso  hatl  been 
defeated  by  five  votes, after  having  been  previously 
Ciirried  l)y  nine.  The  Administration  succeeded 
in  its  defeat  by  using  only  five  votes;  had  more 
been  necessary,  they  could  have  had  fifty.  [Voices: 
"That  is  a  fact."]  But  because  an  election  wa.s 
approaching  ni  New  Hampshire,  and  another  in 
Connecticut,  and  something  else  was  coming  on  in 
Maine,  a  dispensation  was  granted  for  this  one 
time  to  northern  friends  of  the  Administration,  and 
they  were  allowed  as  an  act  of  grace  to  vote  for 
the  proviso,  for  this  time. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  was  not  very  well  acquainted 
with  the  present  feelings  of  southern  gentlemen  on 
the  subject  of  annexation,  but  he  believed  that  they 
bctran  10  discover  that  it  was  not  quite  that  El  Do- 
rado they  had  imagined;  that  it  had  involved  us  in 
a  war,  and  had  had  the  effect  of  exciting  among 
our  people  a  lust  of  land  that  had  led  and  was 
still  urging  us  on  to  the  commission  of  all  sorts  of 
crimes,  in  the  North,  it  had  raised  a  tempest 
before  which  the  Administration  began  to  quail; 
and  even  some  clear-headed  men  in  the  South 
itself  l>egan  to  doubt  the  wisdom  of  the  step  they 
had  taken,  and  weie  fain  to  be  content  to  veil  the 
effulgence  of  the  "  lone  star,"  by  accomplishing  a 
peace  with  Mexico. 

The  only  remedy  for  the  evils  we  endure  was 
a  just  and  honorable  peace.  But  what  was  an  hon- 
orable peace  ?  No  peace  could  be  honorable  to  uh, 
that  was  not  at  the  same  time  honorable  to  Mexi- 
co. There  was  no  honor  for  the  strongest  party 
in  a  contest  in  bringing  it  to  an  end,  uidess  he  had 
regard  to  the  honor  fif  the  weaker  party  also.  It 
■was  paid  Mexico  was  largely  indebted  to  us,  and 
we  must  insist  upon  full  jiayment  of  the  demand. 
"Was  Mexico  indebted  tons  for  secretly  fomenting 
rebellion  in  one  of  her  jn-ovinccsr  Did  .she  owe 
us  for  our  taking  forcilde  possession  of  territory 
she  claimed  as  her.s,  and  which  our  own  Senate 
liad  solemnly  voted  to  be  hers?  Did  she  owe  us  for 
Blaughtcring  her  unollendinK  citizens;  for  the  cap- 
ture of  the  castle  of  San  .Tunn  de  Ulua;  for  the 
bombardment  of  Vera  Cruz;  for  the  capture  of  her 
ancient  capital,  or  for  the  disgrace  and  dispersion 
of  her  Government?     What,  in  fact,  did  she  owe 


us  but  the  debts  due  to  our  private  tiitizens  for 
depredations  committed  on  their  property  ?  And 
who  could  doubt  that  these  she  was  willing  and 
anxious  to  pay  ? 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  had  it  never  been  de- 
clared here  that  we  owed  Mexico  for  the  loss  of 
her  province  of  Texas  ?  Nay,  had  no  intimation 
been  made  to  Mexico  herself  to  that  effect?  Who 
was  prepared,  who  was  able  to  strike  the  balance, 
and  to  show  the  amount  due  from  us?  Our  citi- 
zens claimed  some  three  millions  for  indemnities; 
could  any  one  show  that  the  compensation  we 
owed  Mexico  was  not  twice  or  three  times  three 
millions? 

Gentlemen  repudiated  all  idea  of  acquisition  of 
territory  by  conquest.  All  they  asked  was,  that 
we  should  get  California  and  New  Mexico  as  an 
indemnity  to  the  United  States  for  the  charges  of 
this  war.  Mr.  M.  insisted  there  was  no  excuse 
for  the  war  on  the  plea  of  indemnity.  Texas  alone 
was  indemnity  enough.  That  alone  was  more  than 
enough.  A  compulsory  treaty  to  pay  us  for  the 
war  would  be  dishonorable  to  Mexico,  and  doubly 
dishonorable  to  ourselves.  And  the  President  and 
the  Administration  were  now  ready  to  buy  what 
before  was  to  have  been  obtained  by  conquest. 

It  ought  never  to  be  forgotten  that  the  strength 
of  a  nation  was  not  measured  by  the  strength  of 
her  army  or  navy,  or  by  the  splendor  of  its  gov- 
ernment. A  splendid  government  was  not  the 
object  in  the  view  of  our  fathers  when  they  framed 
the  Constitution.  Would  any  gentleman  main- 
tain that  the  little  Republic  of  San  Marino  was  less 
happy  than  the  sreat  States  of  Europe,  or  that  the 
Duchy  of  Tuscany  was  less  happily  administered 
than  if  it  were  under  the  splendid  sceptre  of  Met- 
ternich?  Did  gentlemen  forget  that  the  quiet,  un- 
pretending Norway  was  at  this  day  the  freest 
country  in  Europe?  It  was  not  military  strength 
which  enabled  a  country  to  resist  the  invasion  of 
their  liberties.  Great  fleets  and  armies,  on  the 
contrary,  were  themselves  means  of  Executive  pa- 
tronage. They  were  a  concentrated  emljodiment 
of  Executive  power,  while  the  resistance  of  that 
power  was  enfeebled  from  its  being  scattered.  In 
small  republics  the  distribution  of  power  among 
different  departments  tended  to  the  preservation  of 
liberty;  but  in  large  republics  the  reverse  was 
true.  The  States  had  no  fleets,  no  regular  armies; 
and  though  the  militia,  even  of  one  State,  might 
defy  the  armies  of  the  Federal  Government  to 
arms,  yet  those  armies  might  nevertheless  enable 
an  ambitious  and  unprincipled  President  to  subvert 
the  liberty  of  his  country.  So  it  had  happened  in 
the"  case  of  Roine;  the  legions  which  had  been 
raised  for  the  protection  of  the  frontier  had  fixed  a 
Dictator  on  the  throne.  And  so  it  seemed  not  im- 
))0ssible  it  should  happen  again.  What  had  we 
lately  seen  ?  The  leg-ions  of  Pennsylvania  had  voted 
in  Mexico.  The  ballot-box  was  carried  with  them 
as  a  piece  of  camp  furniture,  and  a  military  com- 
mander issued  his  order  for  tlie  holding  of  an  elec- 
tion for  civil  officers! 

When  a  country  ]iossessed  a  genial  soil  and 
climate,  capable  of  sustaining  human  life  by  mod- 
erate industry,  and  of  furnishing  the  materials  of  a 
profitable  commerce,  and  of  supplying  its  population 
with  ample  means  of  resisting  invasion  from  with- 
out, and  when  its  position  as  a  nation  was  recog- 
nized and  respected  by  the  family  of  nations  around 
it,  that  nation  was  in  possession  of  all  the  condi- 
tions of  national  prosperity.  To  it  nothing  eould 
be  gained  by  a  war  for  territory.  Now,  the  United 
States  had  reached  this  )ioint  long  ago.  He  was 
of  opinion  that  our  original  limits  were  amply  suf- 
ficient to  secure  to  us  all  these  advantages.  And 
he  often  felt  inclined  to  doubt  whether  it  had  not 
been  better  for  us  had  we  remained  to  this  day 
within  those  limits.  Our  territory  was  then  equal 
to  the  kingdom  of  most  European  nionarchs;it  was 
inviolable  by  any  foreign  Power;  it  sujiplicd  us 
with  a  vast  and  growing  commerce:  what  more 
did  we  need  ?  Mr.  M.  would  not  dispute  the  wis- 
dom of  acquiring  Florida  and  Eastern  Louisiana, 
because  that  seemed  to  be  needful  to  furnish  a  de- 
pot for  western  commerce:  but  he  did  not  see 
how  our  condition  could  be  improved  now  by  any 
new  acquisitions.  He  could  not  perceive  how  the 
value  of  southern  land  would  be  increased,  or  the 
price  of  Genesee  flour  raised,  by  our  getting  New 
Mexico;  or  how  the  merchants  of  Boston,  and 
New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  and  Baltimore,  and 
Charleston,  would  be  enriched  by  liaving  the  seat 
of  the  China  trade  transferred  to  the  bay  of  San 


Francisco.  We  surely  needed  no  more  land  than 
we  now  had,  either  for  population,  commerce,  or 
defence;  and  he  was  not  willing  to  wage  a  guilty 
war  for  the  benefit  of  posterity. 

Mr.  M.  confessed,  moreover,  that  he  was  a  good 
deal  skeptical  as  to  the  very  florid  descriptions 
which  were  given  us  of  the  regions  of  California 
and  Oregon:  but  if  they  were  all  that  some  repie- 
sented  them  to  be  in  fertility  of  soil  and  natural 
advantages  of  every  kind,  they  would  soon  become 
able  to  set  up  an  independent  government  fnrtliem- 
selves.  Those  countries  were  rapidly  filling  up 
by  a  population  from  the  midst  of  ourselves:  they 
would  naturally  sympathize  with  our  forms  of 
government;  but  there  could  be  no  common  inter- 
est between  them  and  us;  and  the  time  must  soon 
come  when  the  temporary  bonds  which  might  unite 
them  to  this  Republic  must  be  severed.  And  was 
it  worth  all  the  blood  and  treasure  of  this  war  to 
obtain  such  an  acquisition  as  that?  But,  even 
should  the  acquisition  of  territory  be  permanent, 
where  was  the  proof  that  it  would  be  of  any  ad- 
vantage to  us  ?  The  advantage  was  not  to  be  found 
in  their  natural  productions:  for  all  admitted  that 
they  would  not  sustain  a  dense  population:  ihey 
were  adapted  only  for  the  residence  of  a  people  in 
the  lowest  ntase  of  civilization,  in  the  semi-barbar- 
ous or  pastoral  stage.  The  population  was  mixed, 
heterogeneous,  and  diflerent  from  us  in  language, 
laws,  religion,  and  customs.  ,  The  experience  of 
years  had  proved  that  they  were  unable  to  govern 
themselves:  they  were  too  ignorant  to  appreciate 
the  value  and  blessings  of  free  government,  or  to 
sustain  it  even  when  it  should  be  set  up  among 
them. 

But  hov/ was  this  war  to  be  carried  on?  Did 
the  Administration  really  presume  that  the  North 
would  be  weak  enough  to  bear  the  expenses  of  a 
war  undertaken  and  prosecuted  exclusively  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  South?  The  annexation 
of  Texas,  by  bringing  two  new  votes  into  the  Sen- 
ate, had  enabled  tJic  South  to  depreciate  tlie  indus- 
try of  the  North,  and  deprive  it  of  the  national  pro- 
tection; and  now  the  same  political  aspirants,  after 
having  done  this,  and  plunged  the  country  in  a 
war,  called  upon  the  North  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  whole  movement.  The  Secretary  of  theTreas- 
ury  proposed  to  tax  tea  and  coffee;  others  proposed 
to  tax  all  the  articles  on  the  free  list;  others  to  tax 
bank  stock  and  gold  and  silver  vessels.  Disguise 
the  scheme  as  they  might,  it  was  all  intended  to 
shift  the  burden  of  this  war,  undertaken  for  south- 
ern interests,  upon  the  shoulders  of  the  North. 
Would  southern  gentlemen  tell  him  what  amount 
of  bank  stock  was  owned  by  the  three  or  four  mil- 
lions of  our  southern  slaves?  What  amount  of 
costly  jewelry  adorned  their  persons  or  their  dress? 
Or  what  golden  goblets  or  silver  ) plate  were  usually 
employed  by  them  at  their  meals? 

Mr.  M.  here  warned  these  gentlemen  that  none 
of  these  schemes  to  tax  one  part  of  the  country  to 
pay  for  a  war  to  benefit  the  other  part  of  it  would 
ever  succeed.  Those  who  commenced  and  were 
desirous  of  protracting  the  war  ought  to  bear  its 
burdens,  and  would  have  to  bear  them. 

It  had  been  very  flatteringly  said  here  that  the 
people  were  too  patriotic  to  refuse  taxation  for  the 
support  of  the  war.  Well,  and  if  they  were,  were 
gentlemen  here  ready  to  tax  them  according  to  the 
provisions  and  original  intent  of  the  Constitution — 
that  was,  in  proportion  to  representation?  If  any 
northern  man  should  vote  to  tax  the  slaves  who 
were  represented  on  that  floor,  what  southern  man 
would  vote  for  the  bill  ?  It  had  been  said  by  a  gen- 
tleman here  that  no  direct  taxation  would  be  needed. 
Mr.  M.  was  not  of  that  opinion.  We  never  should 
get  at  a  knowledge  of  the  whole  expenses  oi  this 
war;  but  looking  at  the  various  sources  of  expend- 
iture while  the  war  continued,  and  at  the  long  train 
of  claims  that  would  follow  it,  it  would  be  found 
that  the  estimate  made  by  a  distinguished  gentle- 
man at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol  was  not  an 
extravagant  one. 

The  population  of  Mexico  at  this  time  was  three 
times  in  amount  what  ours  had  been  at  the  Revo- 
lution; nor  were  they  divided,  as  we  had  been,  by 
doubts  as  to  the  soiindness  of  our  cause;  not  a 
doubt  was  felt  in  any  breast,  but  they  were  all 
united  as  one  man  in  the  defence  of  their  country 
and  their  religion.  Now,  if  Great  Britain,  after 
an  eio-ht  yem's'  contest,  was  content  to  withdraw 
her  fleets 'and  armies,  and  sacrifice  every  point  for 
which  she  had  gone  to  war  with  us,  at  what  ex- 
pense should  we  in  the  end  be  willing  to  withdraw 
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from  Mexico  and  sign  a  peace,  giving  all  we  were 
willing  to  ask  and  she  to  give? 

Mr.  M.  said  that  he  had  thus  briefly  assigned 
some  of  the  reasons  against  the  acquisition  of  new 
territory;  and  he  thought  that  it  was  possible,  by 
a  union  of  good  men  throughout  the  country,  to 
avert  this  dismemberment  of  Mexico.  Let  them 
insist  on  a  peace  that  should  be  short  of  any  dis- 
memberment of  Mexican  territory;  let  them  refuse 
to  sustain  any  longer  a  war  for  conquest;  and  say 
that  they  were  ready  to  settle  upon  tiie  terms  offer- 
ed at  the  commencement  of  the  struggle. 

There  was  another  consideration  which  ought  to 
have  commanding  weight  with  all  who  loved  their 
country.  The  moment  we  should  acquire  any 
new  territory  at  the  South,  the  flames  of  the  old 
Missouri  question  would  break  forth  anew,  and 
burn  more  fiercely  than  before.  The  very  moment 
such  a  treaty  came  into  the  Senate,  the  northern 
States  would  at  once  say  that  there  must  be  a  re- 
striction against  the  admission  of  slavery.  The 
South  would  rise  up  and  say,  v/e  never  \v«ill  con- 
sent to  any  such  restriction;  it  is  an  outrage  on  our 
rights.  And  thus  the  new  provinces  would  only 
be  a  thing  to  quarrel  over,  but  never  to  enjoy. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  had  admired  the  firmness  of 
southern  gentlemen  on  the  Oregon  question;  that 
inflexible  firmness  saved  us  from  a  war  with 
England,  which  seemed  otherwise  inevitable.  It 
compelled  the  Adpfiinistration  to  settle  a  very 
difficult  and  embarrassing  question  in  a  manner 
which  was  now  shown  to  be  wise  and  satisfactory 
to  all. 

It  was  contended  that  the  passage  of  the  supply 
bill,  in  May,  1846,  was  a  committal  of  all  who 
voted  for  it  to  the  support  of  the  war.  This,  to 
say  the  least,  was  not  very  ingenuous.  The  first 
bill,  as  reported,  contained  no  declaration  of  war, 
nor  any  assertion  that  war  existed  by  the  act  of 
Mexico;  that  declaration  was  foisted  in  by  an 
amendment  when  but  two  hours  of  debate  remain- 
ed, and  no  Whig  was  suffered  to  get  the  floor  to 
oppose  it;  and  the  bill  finally  passed  under  the 
previous  question. 

Nothing  at  that  time  was  known  of  the  vic- 
tories of  Taylor  at  Palo  Alto  or  Resaca;  every- 
body supposed  our  army  to  be  in  a  most  perilous 
predicament,  and  that,  if  not  reinforced,  it  must 
ultimately  be  cut  off.  War  doubtless  existed;  and 
it  was  our  duty  to  rescue  the  little  band  of  brave 
men  who  were  in  such  peril.  Could  they  refuse 
this,  although  the  preamble  was  forced  upon  them 
by  an  inflexible  majority?  Most  of  them  thought 
not.  They  saw  the  snare  which  had  been  prepared 
for  them;  they  were  forced  either  to  seem  to  sanc- 
tion the  war,  or  to  encounter  popular  indignation 
by  refusing  supplies;  and  they  resorted  to  the  only 
mode  left  them  of  foiling  the  base  stratagem  of 
their  opponents.  Perhaps  they  had  been  in  e^rror; 
perhaps  they  should  have  known  better  the  valor 
of  our  noble  little  army;  but,  if  they  erred  then, 
it  would  be  doubly  an  error  now,  after  the  open 
avowal  which  had  been  made  of  the  iniquitous 
object  for  which  the  war  was  carried  on. 

There  were  particular  reasons  against  granting 
the  new  regiments  asked  by  the  Executive.  The 
report  from  the  War  Department  stated  that  the 
regiments  already  in  Mexico  were  not  filled.  The 
President  should  first  fill  these  ranks  before  he 
asked  for  new  ones.  But  the  policy  was  too  ob- 
vious to  be  hid.  New  regiments  opened  doors  for 
new  patronage.  Loaves  and  fishes  were  thus  put 
at  the  disposal  of  the  President  v/herewith  to  re- 
ward partisans.  And  if  these  regiments  should  be 
raised,  did  anyone  expect  that  the  command  of 
them  would  be  given  to  men  of  military  experience  ? 
If  you  wanted  to  know  who  were  to  get  the  epau- 
lettes, only  look  at  the  hungry  expectants  who  were 
flocking  up  like  cormorants  and  whooping  like 
empty-bellied  wolves  at  the  heels  of  power.  He 
knew  there  were  some  most  honorable  exceptions; 
but  look  at  the  mass  of  them  who  now  elbowed 
you  on  the  avenues  to  the  War  Office.  Whisker- 
ed coxcombs,  microscopic  Orlandos,  bustling  man- 
akins,  fellows  whose  very  eye  seemed  to  cry  out, 
"  Fee-fau-fum,  I  smell  the  blood  of  a  Mexican, 
alive  or  dead,  I  will  have  some."  [Loud  laugh- 
ter.] Mr.  M.  was  almost  ready  to  cry  with  the 
prince  in  the  play — 

"  Mine  eyns  are  out, 
With  tlie  fierce  looks  ofall  iliese  hloody  men." 

He  referred  to  the  gross  injustice  that  had  been 
done  to  the  bravest  officers  of  the  regular  army. 
Not  only  had  they  been  treated  with  studied  neg- 


lect, but  a  strenuous  effort  was  made  to  deprive 
them  of  the  credit  they  had  so  dearly  earned,  and 
to  ascribe  to  the  mere  animal  courage  of  volunteers 
what  was  due  to  the  skill  and  science  of  the  edu- 
cated gentlemen  of  the  army.  He  did  not  deny 
the  valor  and  patriotism  of  the  volunteers.  Ameri- 
cans had  often  proved  their  possession  of  these 
virtues  on  many  a  hard-fought  field,  when  annex- 
ing Mexico  was  never  heard  of.  But  what  ex- 
cited the  loud  commendations  of  intelligent  military 
men  of  other  nations,  was  the  skillful  strategical 
movements,  the  scientific  combinations,  and  judi- 
cious ordering  of  the  field,  which  had  guided  the 
valor  of  the  army  to  such  illustrious  victories. 
This  was  owing  to  the  military  education  enjoyed 
by  the  leading  oflicers.  But  this  was  decried;  and 
an  effort  would,  he  doubted  not,  yet  be  renewed  to 
prostrate  the  military  school,  and  make" the  com- 
mands in  our  army  mere  rewards  of  partisan  ser- 
vices; and  the  road  to  military  preferment  would 
be  found  in  political  subserviency  and  a  staunch 
adherence  to  party  mandates. 

Mr.  M.  was  referring  to  the  studied  absence  of 
Executive  commendation  of  the  merits  of  those 
who  had  efi'ected  the  noblest  exploits  of  valor  and 
skill,  when  his  hour  expired,  and  he  resumed  his 
seat. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  said :  I  am  aware, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  am  to  speak  under  many 
disadvantages.  The  committee  have  manifestly 
grown  weary  of  this  discussion;  and  nothing  less 
than  such  a  speech  as  that  with  which  we  have 
been  entertained  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
[Mr.  Marsh]  will  now  interest  them.  The  speech 
was  beautiful  in  its  conception,  and  chaste  in  its 
delivery;  and  though,  to  my  mind,  illogical  in  its 
deductions,  and  erroneous  in  its  conclusions,  it 
arrested  the  profound  attention  of  the  committee. 
If  I  had  selected  my  own  position,  I  should  not 
have  chosen  to  follow  such  a  speech,  it  not  being 
my  purpose  to  reply  to  it.  The  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining the  floor  has  imposed  on  me  the  necessity 
of  speaking  when  I  am  permitted,  and  not  when  I 
desired  to  do  so. 

The  opinions  of  my  constituents  constitute  a 
part  of  the  grand  aggregate  of  public  sentiment  in 
regard  to  the  Mexican  war;  and  both  they  and 
their  representative  have  a  reasonable  anxiety 
that  these  opinions  may  be  included  when  the 
general  account  current  with  public  opinion  comes 
to  be  made  up  on  this  subject. 

We  believe  the  war  to  have  been  just  and  con- 
stitutional in  its  commencement;  that  it  has  been 
vigorously  prosecuted  thus  far,  for  wise  and  proper 
ends;  and  that  it  should  be  so  prosecuted,  until 
we  have  the  amplest  reparation  for  past  wrongs, 
and  the  fullest  security  that  our  rights  as  a  nation 
are  to  be  respected  in  future.  To  this  end,  we 
are  prepared  to  vote  such  number  of  troops,  and 
such  additional  sums  of  money  as,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  commander-in-chief,  may  be  necessary  to 
attain  these  objects. 

The  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Marsh]  has 
said  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  was  the  cause 
of  the  war,  and  I  agree  with  him.  War,  he  says, 
was  not  the  necessary  result  of  annexation,  and 
again  I  agree  with  him.  It  was  no  just  cause  of 
complaint  with  Mexico,  that  we  annexed  Texas  to 
the  United  States.  This,  to  my  mind,  is  clear;  and 
yet,  if  we  had  not  had  annexation,  we  should  have 
had  no  war.  Mexico  may  have  destroyed  our 
property,  murdered  our  people,  insulted  our  flag, 
and  violated  her  treaty  stipulations,  as  she  had 
done  for  many  long  years,  and  such  is  our  love  of 
peace,  that  we  would  have  borne  it  all  with  pa- 
tience, and  waited  for  reparation  on  the  tedious 
process  of  negotiation  with  a  nation  proverbial  for 
being  slow  in  making  treaties,  and  swift  to  violate 
them  after  they  are  made.  But  when  Mexico  came 
upon  our  soil,  in  all  the  panoply  of  war,  burning 
our  houses,  plundering  and  murdering  our  people 
before  our  face,  threatening  desolation  to  the  coun- 
try, and  menacing  our  little  army  with  a  total 
overthrow,  we  began  at  last  to  think  of  war.  The 
old  leaven  of  1776  began  to  work — the  spirit  of 
1812,  which  had  been  dormant  for  more  than  thirty 
years,  awoke  from  its  slumbers;  still  we  only 
thought  of  war.  Mexico  threatened,  but  we  looked 
for  peace.  Point  Isabel  had  been  set  on  fire,  Cross 
was  murdered,  Thornton  and  his  command  were 
captured  and  borne  olfin  triumph,  and  yet  we  had 
no  war.  A  Mexican  army  threatened  to  attack 
General  Taylor  in  his  camp,  and  yet  war  lingered 
in  the  lap  of  |.ieace.  At  lengtii,  a  Mexican  general, 


at  the  head  of  a  Mexican  army,  boldly  threw  him- 
self across  the  path  of  our  forces,  and  hurling 
defiance  in  their  teeth,  disputed  their  march  at  the 
mouth  of  the  cannon.  Two  bloody  conflicts  (in 
both  of  which,  Mexico,  true  to  her  national  in- 
stincts, fired  the  first  gun, and  made  the  first  retreat) 
were  the  consequences.  And  after  all  this,  we  are 
told  that  we  commenced  the  war. 

The  President,  it  is  said,  commenced  the  war 
by  ordering  the  army  into  Mexico,  and  by  'his 
subsequent  "  unnecessary  and  unconstitutional" 
orders  to  General  Taylor  to  advance  and  take  a 
position  on  the  Rio  Grande.  Let  us  examine 
these  orders,  their  dates,  their  contents,  and.  the 
cii'cumstances  under  which  they  were  issued — not 
as  partisans,  intent  on  gaining  advantage  for  the 
one  or  the  other  party,  but  as  patriots,  as  the  rep- 
resentatives of  a  free  people,  who  love  justice  aa 
much  as  they  love  their  country.  But  before  we 
do  this,  let  us  examine  into  ihe  history  of  that 
Texas,  the  annexation  of  which  produced  the  war, 
to  the  end  that  we  may  fully  appreciate  the  justice 
of  the  complaint  urged  with  so  much  vehemence 
and  ill  blood  by  Mexico  against  it.  Havins;  ad- 
mitted that  the  annexation  (however  unjustly 
made  so)  was  the  cause  of  the  war,  I  should 
fail  in  doing  justice  to  the  President,  improperly 
charged  as  lie  is,  by  a  vote  of  this  House,  with 
bringing  the  country  into  a  state  of  war  "unneces- 
sarily and  unconstitutionally,"  if  I  did  not  note 
the  precise  agency  which  he  had  in  the  transac- 
tion. As  a  private  citizen  he  gave  his  opinion  in 
favor  of  it,  as  did  hundreds  of  thousands  all  over 
the  Union.  I  shall  not  pause  to  inquire  how  far 
his  views  may  have  influenced  his  countrymen,  or 
to  what  extent  an  expression  of  them  influenced 
his  fellow-citizens,  in  calling  him  from  private  life 
to  preside  over  the  destinies  of  this  great  nation. 
The  conviction  has  taken  deep  root  in  the  public 
mind,  that  the  expression  of  opinions  adverse  to 
those  of  Mr.  Polk  defeated  the  nomination  to  the 
Presidency  of  one  distinguished  man  before  a 
convention  of  his  party,  and  the  election  of  another 
by  the  people.  From  all  of  which,  I  have  concluded 
that  Mr.  Polk  did  not  lead,  but  followed  public 
sentiment  on  this  subject.  The  sin  of  the  Presi- 
dent is  not  (if  I  am  right  in  this)  that  he  led,  but 
that  he  followed,  his  countrymen  into  a  false  posi- 
tion, if  false  it  was.  The  responsibility  rests, 
therefore,  where  I  hope  responsibility  in  this  coun- 
try may  always  rest  on  all  questions  of  vital  in- 
terest, with  the  people — the  people  who  demanded 
annexation — the  people  who  never  did  and  never 
will  shirk  the  responsibility  of  tlieir  own  act — the 
people  who  will,  if  permitted,  fight  out  this  war  to 
a  speedy  and  honorable  issue — the  people  who 
will  supply  all  the  means,  both  in  men  and  money, 
and'in  the  end,  in  defiance  of  opposition  here  or 
elsewhere,  demand  and  obtain  just  and  honorable 
terms  of  Mexico.  They  will  settle  their  accounts 
in  their  own  way,  not  only  with  Mexico,  but  with 
their  representatives  here,  meting  out  justice  to 
whom  it  is  due. 

Annexation,  I  have  said,  was  no  just  cause  of 
war.  In  this  I  but  concur  in  opinion  with  the  elo- 
quent gentleman  who  preceded  me.  I  am  glad, 
too,  to  find  myself  sustained  in  this  by  another  of 
New  England's  sons — a  man  to  whom  I  know 
many  thousands  of  his  countrymen  look  for  coun- 
sel, and  on  whose  accents  they  hang  as  upon  the 
words  of  inspiration — a  man  who  not  only  speaks 
but  thinks  for  a  large  number  of  people,  wlio  do 
their  thinking,  as  princes  sometimes  do  their  woo- 
ing, by  proxy.  Mr.  Webster  is  reported  to  have 
said,  in  a  late  speech  on  this  subject:  "  And  I 
'  go  further:  I  say  that,  in  mv  judgment,  after 
'  the  events  of  1836  and  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto, 
'  Mexico  had  no  reason  to  regard  Texas  as  one  of 
'  her  provinces.  She  had  no  power  in  Texas;  hut 
'  it  was  entirely  at  the  disposition  of  those  who 
'  lived  in  it.  They  made  a  Government  lor  them- 
'  selves.  This  country  acknowledged  that  Gov- 
'  ernment,  foreign  States  acknowledged  that  Gov- 
'  ernment;  and  I  think,  in  fairness  and  honesty, 
'  we  must  admit,  that  in  1840,  '41,  '42,  and  '43, 
'  Texas  was  an  independent  Stale  among  the 
'States  of  the  earth.  I  do  not  admit,  therefore, 
'  that  it  was  any  just  ground  of  complaint  on  the 
'  part  of  Mexico  that  the  United  States  annexed 
'  Texas  to  themselves." 

Let  us  now,  iMr.  Chairman,  look  to  the  record, 
and  see  how  far  it  justifies  these  concUisions. 
What  was  Texas  at  the  period  of  annexation  ?  A 
sovereign  and  independent   republic.     History  so 
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records  her.  The  nations  of  the  earth  had  so  ac- 
knowledged her.  She  won  her  independence,  as 
we  won  ours,  on  the  battle-field.  She  maintained 
it,  as  we  maintained  ours,  by  the  energy,  the  valor, 
the  indomitable  courage,  of  her  people.  We  ac- 
Icnowledged  her  independence,  as  other  nations 
l)ad  acknowledged  ours — as  we  and  others  had  ac- 
knowledged the  independence  of  Mexico  herself. 
We  did  not  consult  Spain  when  we  acknowledged 
the  independence  of  JVIexico;  nor  did  we  lliink  it 
necessary  to  consult  Mexico  when  Texas  asked 
to  be  recognized  as  independent  of  her  lawless 
tyranny. 

Texas,  thus  independent,  asked  admission  into 
our  Union.  She  presented  the  sublime  spectacle  of 
an  independent  republic,  asking  to  blot  out  her 
separate  nationality,  and  to  merge  her  political 
existence  into  that  of  a  sister  republic;  that  the 
flag  of  this  Union,  with  the  addition  of  another 
star,  might  be  permitted  to  float  over  the  people 
and  the  territory  of  two  nations  united  into  one. 
The  politicians  raised  their  voices  against  it,  but 
the  peo])le  said  it  should  be  done,  and  it  was  done — 
Vox  populi. 

What  Texas  was  it  that  was  thus  annexed  to 
the  United  States?  It  was  that  country  which  we 
had  acquired  from  France  in  1803 — which  we 
ceded  to  Spain  in  1819 — which  never  did  belong  of 
right  to  Mexico — which  Houston  and  his  brave 
compatriots  wrested  from  tyranny  and  misrule  on 
the  plains  of  San  Jacinto,  and  over  which  they 
extended,  and  continued  for  eight  years  to  main- 
tain, both  civil  and  military  jurisdiction.  It  was 
the  country  lying  between  the  Sabine  and  the  Rio 
Grande;  and  we  have  the  concurrent  testimony  of 
living  witnesses,  who  have  come  down  to  us  from 
another  generation,  that  history  is  right.  Mr. 
Clay  and  John  Gluincy  Adams  are  these  wit- 
nesses. 

It  is  now  said,  that  Mexico,  in  fixing  the  bound- 
ary between  the  departments  of  Texas  and  Tam- 
aulipas  blotted  out  the  old  landmarks  as  recog- 
nized in  the  treaties  of  1803  and  1819, and  appointed 
the  Nueces  as  the  dividing  line.  This  may  be  so, 
or  it  may  not.  I  have  tolerable  evidence  that  it  is 
not.  I  neither  admit  nor  deny  the  truth  of  the 
assertion;  therefore  content  myself  with  saying, 
that  without  stronger  evidence  than  I  have  yet 
seen,  I  must  adhere  to  a  conviction  long  enter- 
tained, that  the  Nueces  never  was  the  boundary 
between  Texas  and  Tamaulipas  by  any  laio  of 
Mexico,  properly  so  considered.  But  this  is  wholly 
immaterial.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr. 
Stephens]  took  the  correct  view  of  this  subject, 
and  I  am  happy  to  have  his  concurrence  on  one 
point,  and  to  commend  his  views  to  his  party. 
Texas,  says  the  gentleman,  extended  as  far  west 
as  the  people  of  that  country  established  and 
maintained  their  authority,  and  this  I  shall  demon- 
strate was  to  the  Rio  Grande.  The  first  Texan 
Congress  that  assembled  after  the  battle  of  San 
Jacinto  defined  the  western  boundary  by  the  Rio 
Grande.  When  we  and. other  nations  acknowl- 
edged her  independence,  this  was  her  boundary,  as 
defined  by  herself;  we  acknowledged  her  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  whole  country  without  restriction  or 
limitation.  Texas  laid  off  counties  in  the  country 
between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande,  and  these 
counties  were  represented  when,  as  a  State,  she 
asked  admission  into  the  Union.  She  declares  all 
her  laws,  not  inconsistent  with  the  annexation 
resolutions  nor  with  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sjates,  to  be  still  in  force.  Now,  was  there 
anything  either  in  our  Constitution  or  in  the  reso- 
lutions of  annexation  not  perfectly  consistent  with 
this  law  defining  the  western  boundary  of  Texas 
by  the  Rio  Grande.'  Nothing,  sir.  The  question 
of  boundary,  by  the  resolutions,  was  to  be  finally 
.settled,  so  far  hh  the  United  States  and  Mexico 
were  concerned,  l)y  negotiation;  and  until  our  Gov- 
ernment, by  virtue  of  the  power  thus  reserved 
over  the  fjiiestion,  concluded  this  negotiation,  the 
law.s  of  Texas,  by  the  terms  of  the  compact, 
remained  in  force.  But  further  than  this,  Texas 
by  her  constitution  as  a  State  of  this  Union,  de- 
fines the  counties  of  Bexnr  and  San  Patricio 
as  in  senatorial  districts.  These  counties  lie,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  between  the  Rio  Grunde  and 
the  Nueces.  The  United  States  admitted  her  as  a 
member  of  the  Confederacy,  knowing  that  she 
had  fixed  her  western  boundary  nt  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  approved  her  constitution  defining  the  sena- 
torial districts  I  have  just  mentioned.  Not  a  court 
for  the  tranuaction  of  businesa  was  held  in   that 


country,  save  under  Texan  laws.  Texas,  then, 
established  and  inaintained  her  civil  jurisdiction 
over  the  country.  In  a  military  point  of  view, 
how  did  she  stand?  Whenever  Mexico,  by  her 
predatory  invaders,  crossed  the  Rio  Grande,  she 
commenced  killing  and  destroying,  showing  that 
she  was  among  enemies.  Surely  she  would  not 
thus  prey  upon  her  own  people;  and  Texas,  when 
she  drove  out  the  invaders,  always  pursued  them 
to  the  Rio  Grande;  and  she  drove  them  out  as 
often  as  they  came  in.  Thus,  I  think,  her  mili- 
tary authority  over  the  country  is  made  complete. 

When  the  United  States  admitted  Texas  into  the 
Union,  it  was  with  a  full  knowledge  that  she  had 
defined  her  western  boundary  by  the  Rio  Grande; 
that  she  had  maintained  that  boundary  by  her 
civil  and  military  authority.  We  accepted  her 
constitution,  establishing,  as  it  did,  a  senatorial 
district  west  of  the  Nueces,  and  extending  to  the 
Rio  Grande.  We  did  more  than  this,  in  declaring 
Corpus  Christi  a  port  for  the  collection  of  duties. 
We  established  a  post  office  there,  and  another  at 
Point  Isabel;  we  established  post  routes  in  the 
country.  Thus,  in  every  form  in  which  the  ques- 
tion may  be  viewed,  whether  in  regard  to  the 
legislation  of  Texas,  or  of  our  own  Congress,  the 
country  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande 
has  been  recognized  as  within  the  limits  of  Texas. 
Congress,  in  times  of  peace,  has  never  assumed 
the  right  to  collect  duties,  and  to  establish  post 
offices  and  post  roads  in  Mexico;  and  by  this  very 
act  of  legislation,  we  have  proclaimed  to  the  Presi- 
dent and  to  the  world,  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  has  been  extended  to  all  the  country 
between  these  two  rivers.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, what  was  the  President's  manifest  duty? 
To  abandon  a  country,  thus  recognized  as  within 
the  rightful  limits  of  a  member  of  the  Union,  and 
therefore  under  the  asgis  of  national  protection? — 
to  give  it  up  to  Mexican  rapacity,  sufler  our 
custom-house  to  be  burnt,  our  post  offices  destroy- 
ed, our  mail-carriers  killed  or  taken  prisoners? — the 
houses  of  our  citizens  destroyed,  and  themselves 
and  families  butchered  or  driven  from  the  country? 
Had  he  done  this,  his  present  revilers  would,  with 
justice,  have  heaped  mountains  of  abuse  on  him. 
The  whole  country  would  have  risen  up  against 
hirn,  and  he  would  indeed  have  been  buried  so 
deep  beneath  the  curses  of  his  countrymen,  "  tliat 
the  arm  of  resurrection  never  would  have  reached 
him !" 

What,  again  let  me  ask,  was  the  President's 
manifest  duty?  To  settle  the  question  of  boundary 
by  negotiation,  as  the  annexation  resolutions  had 
provided;  and,  until  this  was  done,  to  hold  peace- 
able possession  of  all  the  territory  within  the  right- 
ful limits  of  Texas,  and,  if  needs  be,  to  repel  any 
hostile  invasion  of  it  from  Mexico  or  elsewhere. 

For  a  more  perfect  understanding  of  the  Presi- 
dent's course,  let  us  consider  the  temper  in  which 
Mexico  received  an  intimation  that  Texas  was 
about  to  be  annexed.  As  early  as  1643,  (when 
Mr.  Webster  thinks  Mexico  had  no  just  claim 
on  Texas,)  her  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  thus 
writes  to  rvlr.  Thompson,  our  minister  resident  in 
Mexico: 

"  Tlie  Mexican  Government  will  consider  equivalt'nt  to  a 
declaration  of  war  against  the  Mexican  Ri-public  tlie  passage 
of  an  ai-t  for  ttie  incorporation  of  Texas  witli  the  United 
States;  the  certainty  of  the  fact  being  suliicientfor  the  proc- 
lamation of  war,  leaving  it  to  the  civilized  world  to  determine 
with  regard  to  the  justice  of  the  cause  of  the  Mexican  nation 
in  a  struggle  wliieh  it  has  been  fo  far  from  provoking." 

Mexico  continued  to  threaten,  and  our  people 
became  more  resolute  on  the  question  of  annex- 
ation— very  properly  detertnining  to  do  what  they 
had  a  right  to  do  in  defiance  of  IVIexican  threats  or 
Mexican  arms.  When  the  voice  of  the  people 
had  triumphed  over  the  voice  of  the  politicians,  and 
when,  in  obedience  to  the  po[)ular  mandate,  the 
annexation  resolutions  passed  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, what  course  did  Mexico  pursue  ?  Her  min- 
ister resident  here,  addressed  to  Mr.  Calhoun,  then 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  a  formal 
protest  against  this  consummation  of  the  will  of 
our  people.  Prom  ihi.^  protest  I  submit  an  ex- 
tract. After  assigning  what  he  is  pleased  to  term 
reasons  against  the  annexation,  General  Almonte 
proceeds: 

"  For  these  rea=on»,  the  nndersigned,  in  compliance  with 
his  instruetions,  finds  himself  required  to  protest — as  he 
.does  in  fact  protest — in  the  most  solemn  maimer,  in  the 
name  of  his  Government,  against  the  law  passed  on  the  SBlh 
of  the  last  month  by  th<;  general  Congress  of  the  L'niled 
Slates,  and  approveti  on  the  firstof  the  present  month  by  the 
Preaident  of  Uica«  States,  whereby  tha  province  of  Texas, 


an  integrant  portion  of  the  Mexican  territory,  is  agreed  and 
admitted  [se  consierJe  y  admite]  into  the  American  Union. 
The  undersigned,  moreover,  protests,  in  the  name  of  his 
Government,  that  the  said  law  can  in  nowise  invalidate  the 
rights  on  which  Mexico  relies  to  recover  the  above-men- 
tioned province  of  Texas,  of  which  she  now  sees  herself 
unjustly  despoiled;  and  that  she  will  maintain  and  uphold 
those  rights  at  all  times,  by  every  means  which  may  be  in 
her  power." 

Now,  sir,  what  have  we  here?  The  Mexican 
protest  against  the  annexation  of  Texas — "  The 
province  of  Texas,  an  integral  portion  of  the  Mexican 
territory."  The  bold  Mexican  scorns  to  speak  of 
a  divided  province  or  territories  in  dispute.  He 
had  heard  of  the  "  fifly-four-forties,"  and  he  be- 
came in  spirit  one  of  them.  He  went  for  the  whole 
or  none.  And  what  was  the  threat  distinctly  put 
forth  in  the  minister's  protest?  That  Mexico  will 
uphold  her  right  to  Texas  at  all  times,  and  by  every 
means  which  may  be  in  her  poioer.  What  means  are 
here  alluded  to?  She  had  threatened  war  if  Texas 
was  annexed.  The  people  of  the  United  States 
spurneil  the  threat;  and  after  the  annexation  is 
consummated,  Mexico  says  she  will  use  all  the 
means  in  her  power  "to  recover  the  province  of 
which  she  sees  herself  unjustly  despoiled."  These 
means  were  armies,  equipped  for  action — they 
could  be  nothing  else.  After  this  petulant  ex- 
hibition of  the  Mexican  minister,  he  received  his 
passports  at  his  own  request,  and  left  the  country; 
and  what  followed?  Every  gale  that  swept  from 
the  south  bore  upon  its  wings  some  note  of  prep- 
aration in  Mexico  to  invade  Texas.  Her  embattled 
hosts  were  congregating  from  her  hills  and  her 
valleys.  At  every  step  she  uttered  war,  and  not  a 
breath  escaped  her  that  did  not  carry  with  it  the 
taint  of  her  deep  and  damning  hate  of  our  country 
and  our  laws.  Look  at  all  this,  and  answer  me,  if 
the  President  would  not  have  been  grossly  derelict 
in  his  duty  if  he  had  not  been  warned  ?  Would  he 
not  have  betrayed  the  confidence  of  a  generous 
people  if  he  had  not  prepared  to  meet  this  ap- 
proaching crisis?  Nor  was  the  President  left  to 
his  own  conjectures  and  the  warnings  which  Mex- 
ico had  given  from  time  to  time  of  her  hostile  in- 
tentions. The  Texan  Secretary  of  State  appealed 
to  the  United  States,  through  her  minister,  (Mr. 
Donelson,)  for  protection  to  his  country  against 
Mexican  vengeance, — a  modest  appeal,  sent  up  by 
a  young  sister  not  yet  in  the  full  bloom  of  woman- 
hood, to  be  protected  against  the  infernal  lusts  of 
an  infuriated  monster.  How  should  such  an  ap- 
peal have  been  answered  ?  How  was  it  answered  ? 
By  sending  our  eagles  to  hover  around  and  protect 
the  young  State.  And  who  shall  say  it  was  wrong? 
Where  are  the  men  that  dare  stand  up  before  the 
American  people,  and  tell  them,  that  after  Texas 
v;as  annexed  by  their  order,  the  President  ought 
to  have  given  her  over  to  the  merciless  spoliations 
of  Mexico?  There  they  sit,  sir,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  this  Hall;  the  men  who,  in  full  view  of 
all  the  facts,  have  soiled  the  Journals  of  this  House 
with  a  charge  that  the  President  involved  us  in  an 
"  unnecessary  and  unconstitutional  war" — a  war 
commenced,  as  Mexico  herself  declared,  "tore- 
cover  the  province  of  Texas,  of  which  she  saw 
herself  unjustly  despoiled." 

Gentlemen,  when  closely  pressed,  admit  that  the 
army  might  rightfully  have  been  sent  to  Corpus 
Christi.  How  dare  they  deny  it?  Congress  had 
declared  it  an  American  port  for  the  collection  of 
duties,  and  had  otherwise  legislated  in  regard  to 
it.  And  where,  sir,  is  Corpus  Christi?  West 
of  the  Nueces,  by  a  parallel  line,  several  miles, 
and  in  that  very  territory  which  gentlemen  now 
claim  as  disputed  territory.  American  Senators 
and  Representatives  have  set  up  for  Mexico  a 
boundary  which  she  never  did,  until  prompted  to 
it  by  them,  set  up  for  herself.  They  claim  the 
Nueces  as  her  boundary,  and  we  for  our  own  coun- 
try claim  the  Rio  Grande.  Now,  you  admit  that 
our  armies  might  rightfully  cross  the  botnuUiry 
claimed  by  you  for  Mexico,  and  yet  you  say  that 
they  coultl  not,  "  lawfully  and  constitutionally," 
penetrate  as  far  west  as  our  boundary.  Will  some 
gentleman  oblige  me  by  pointing  out  an  inter- 
mediate slopping  point — some  place  nt  which  our 
army  might  halt  without  a  violation  of  the  right.s 
of  Mexico  or  our  own  "  Constitution."  Until 
this  is  done,  I  must  indulge  the  opinion,  that  by  the 
same  right  that  they  crossed  the  line  claimed  for 
Mexico,  they  could  advance  to  the  boundary 
claimed  for  the  United  States.  There  was  no  in- 
termetjiate  stopping  point. 

Gentlemen  claim  that  the  territory  between  the 
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Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande  was  neutral  territory. 
How  came  it  to  be  so?  You  tell  me  it  was  terri- 
tory in  dispute.  Who  made  it  so?  Mexico  cer- 
tainly never  did.  She  claimed,  I  repeat,  all  of 
Texas,  and  scorned  to  speak  of  anything  short  of 
a  recovery  of  the  whole  province.  But  admitting 
(which  can  only  be  done  for  the  sake  of  argument) 
that  the  territory  was  in  dispute — had  we  not  as 
much  right  to  be  on  it  as  Mexico?  And  if  we 
went  there  and  occupied  it  first,  might  Mexico 
come  with  force  of  arms  and  drive  us  away? 
Does  not  common  sense  revolt  at  the  idea,  of  the 
right  of  one  party  to  drive  another  by  force,  from 
the  occupancy  of  an  estate  to  which  each  have  an 
equal  claim? 

But  gentlemen  tell  us  the  question  of  boundary 
ought  to  have  been  settled  by  negotiation;  and  I 
agree  with  them  perfectly.     It  ought  to  have  been 
so  adjusted.     The  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr. 
Marsh]  says  the  President  never  intended  or  de- 
sired to  settle  the  dispute  without  a   war.     He 
longed   for  a  little   more  patronage,  a  few  more 
offices,  with  which  to  sate  the  cormorant  appetites 
of  his   hungry    expectants.      A    most   unworthy 
charge,  as  ridiculous  in  its  conception  as  it  is  un- 
true in  fact.      That   the   President  did  desire  to 
settle  this  and  all  other  matters  of  difference  with 
Mexico,    "let   facts    be   submitted   to    a   candid 
world."   Afterall  the  demonstrations  which  Mex- 
ico had  made  from   time  to  time,  the  President 
contented  himself  with  sending  a  small  army  to 
the  frontiers  of  Texas,  and  took  the  earliest  op- 
portunity of  assuring  Mexico  that  the  army  was 
sent  with  no  hostile  intentions;  and  these  assur- 
ances were  from  time  to  time  repeated  in  the  most 
positive   and    emphatic   form.      When    sufficient 
time  had  elapsed  for  passion  to  subside  and  reason 
to  resume  her  dominion  in  Mexico,  the  President, 
advancing  with  the  most  cautious  steps,  directed  a 
communication  to  be  written  to  our  consul  in  Mex- 
ico,  (the  minister  having  been  sent  home,)   in- 
structing him   to  ascertain   if  Mexico   would  re- 
ceive  "an  envoy  intrusted   with  full  powers  to 
adjust  ALL  auESTiONs  in  dispute  between  the  two 
countries."      This   despatch    of    Mr.    Buchanan 
bears  date  September  17,  1845;  and  on  the  17th  of 
October  following,  (only  one  month,)  Mr.  Consul 
Black  encloses  the  answer  of  Mr.  Peiia  y  Peiia, 
Mexican  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  stating  that 
Mexico   would   receive   "the   commissioner  who 
may  come  with  full  power  to  settle  the  matter  in 
dispute,"  &c.     Now  gentlemen  rise  in  their  places 
and  tell  us  that  the  President  intentionally  picked 
a  quarrel  with  Mexico;  that  Mexico  agreed  to  re- 
ceive a  commissioner,  and  the  President  sent  them 
an  envoy.     For  once,  I  give  them   the  credit  of 
following  the  enemies  of  their  country.     Mexico 
herself  first  made  this  point.     The  published  doc- 
uments (Doc.  196,  H.  R.,  29th  Cong.,  1st  sess.. 
Executive)  show  that  the  United  States  offered  to 
send  " an  envoy,"  and  Mexico  agreed  to  receive 
"the  commissioner;"  not  a   commissioner,    but 
the   commissioner;   meaning  evidently   to   imply, 
that  the  envoy,  the  minister,  the  commissioner,  the 
diplomatic  agent  of  the  United  States,  "charged 
with  a  settlement  of  all  questions  in   dispute  be- 
tween the  two  countries,"  would  be  received  in 
whatever  name  or  style  he  presented  his  creden- 
tials.     And  so  Mr.  Buchanan  understood  it;  so 
the  President  understood  it;  so  Mr.  Consul  Black 
understood   it,  for,  on   the  28th   of  October,   we 
find  him  writing  to  the  Secretary  of  State  that  "  the 
Mexican   Government  is  very  anxious  to  know  j 
when  they  may  expect  the  envoy."  What  plaus- 
ible pretext  is  there  that  Mexico  expected  a  com-  j 
missioner?    She  expected  and  had  agreed  to  Be-  j 
ceive  the  diplomatic  agent  which  our  Government  i 
had  proposed  to  send.     This  is  manifest  from  the  I 
whole  correspondence.  Paredes  threatened  to  over-  ! 
throw    the    weak    or   treacherous   government   of  I 
Herrera;  and,  by  way  of  sustaining  his  tottering 
-   fortunes,  his  Secretary  was  doubtless  directed   to 
make  the  best  ))ossible  showing  against  the  re- 
ception of  Mr.  Slidell,  who,  it  is  known,  had  pro- 
ceeded  to   Mexico   with   extraordinary  despatch, 
and  presented  his  credentials  as  Envoy  Extraordi- 
nary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  on  the  8th  day 
of  December;  and  on  the  17th  of  the  same  month 
he  reports  his  rejection  to  the  State  Department  at 
home.    I  need  not  recapitulate  the  reasons  assigned 
for  this  extruorc)inary  conduct  on  the  part  of  Mex- 
ico: they  were  as  puerile  as  they  were  absurd  and 
contradictory.     It  was  here   stated,   for  the  first 
lime,  that  Mexico  had  agreed  to  receive  a  com- 


missioner, and  that  the  appointment  of  an  envoy 
was  not  in  accordance  with  the  agreement;  that 
Mexico  only  contemplated  negotiations  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Texas,  and  that  the  powers  of  Mr.  Slidell, 
as  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary, were  not  sufficient.  Did  stupidity  ever  sink 
to  lower  depths,  or  barefaced  impudence  assume  a 
bolder  front?  A  commissioner  is  desired,  to  treat 
on  a  single  subject,  and  an  envoy  extraordinary, 
"with  power  to  treat  on  all  questions,"  rejected 
because  his  powers  are  not  sufficient!  This  is  the 
manner  in  which  the  President's  sincere  overtures 
were  treated — the  credentials  of  his  envoy,  ad- 
dressed to  his  ^^ great  and  good  friend,''''  and  con- 
veying marked  assurances  of  his  "desire  to  restore, 
cultivate,  and  strengthen  friendship  and  good  cor- 
respondence,'' scornfully  thrust  aside,  and  the  en- 
voy rejected.  Mr.  Slidell  remained  in  the  country, 
still  seeking  that  "  friendship  and  good  correspond- 
ence" which  was  the  object  of  his  mission,  until 
the  revolution  in  favor  of  Paredes  was  complete; 
and  on  the  1st  of  March,  1846,  he  presented  his 
credentials  to  the  revolutionary  President  of  revo- 
lutionary Mexico;  and  on  the  12th  of  the  same 
month,  our  minister  was  again  rejected  by  Pa- 
redes's  government,  and  he  informed  that  Mexico 
had  from  the  first  regarded  annexation  as  a  cause 
of  war,  {casus  belli.)  Thus  fruitlessly  terminated 
this  sincere  attempt  at  negotiations — sincere  on  our 
part,  as  every  circumstance  attests;  hypocritical 
on  the  part  of  Mexico,  as  her  official  despatches 
fully  prove.  I  beg  to  remark  again,  that  up  to  this 
date,  (January  12,  1846,)  Mexico  regarded  annexa- 
tion as  a  cause  of  war.  We  hear  nothing  from  her 
about  the  neutral  territory,  or  the  disputed  territo- 
ry, between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  let  us  return,  and  examine 
events  as  they  transpired  nearer  home.  On  the  28Lh 
of  May,  1845,  General  Taylor  was  ordered  with 
his  forces  to  "a  position  where  they  could  promptly 
and  efficiently  act  in  defence  of  Texas."  On  the 
15th  June,  Mr.  Bancroft,  Secretary  of  War  ad 
interim,  ordered  him  to  a  position  on  or  near  the 
Rio  Grande.  This  order  was  modified  in  several 
successive  orders  from  Secretary  Marcy.  And  on 
the  15th  of  August,  1845,  the  General  dates  his 
official  despatch.  Corpus  Christi,  Texas.  Here  he 
remained  until  the  11th  of  March,  1846.  Much 
stress  has  been  laid  on  Mr.  Bancroft's  order  of  the 
25th  May,  1845.  Now,  I  have  simply  to  ask,  if 
that  order  had  not  been  recalled,  how  did  it  hap- 
pen that  General  Taylor  did  not  "  take  up  a  posi- 
tion on  the  Rio  Grande?"  Why  do  we  find  him 
at  Corpus  Christi  from  August  15,  1845,  to  March 
12,  1846?  There  can  be  but  one  answer:  The 
order  to  advance  had  been  revoked.  It  was  done 
on  the  30th  of  June,  one  month  and  two  days  after 
it  was  issued,  and  before  General  Taylor  had  yet 
reached  Texas.  On  the  4th  of  October,  1845,  the 
General  writes  to  the  War  Office  from  Corpus 
Christi,  Texas;  and  from  this  important  despatch 
I  read — 

"  It  is  witli  great  deference  that  I  make  any  suggestions 
on  subjects  wliieh  tnay  become  matters  of  delicate  negotia- 
tion ;  but  if  our  Government,  in  settling  the  question  ol 
boundary,  makes  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande  an  ultimatum, 
1  cannot  doubt  that  tlie  settlement  will  be  greatly  facili- 
tated and  HASTENED  by  our  taking  possession  at  once  of 
one  or  two  suitable  points  on  or  quite  near  that  river.  Our 
strens^lh  and  state  of  preparation  should  be  displayed  in  a 
MANNER  NOT  TO  BE  MISTAKEN.  Hovvever  Salutary  may  be 
the  etl'i^ct  produced  on  the  border  people  by  our  presence 
here,  we  are  too  far  from  the  frontier  to  impress  the 
Government  of  Mexico  with  our  readiness  to  vindicate,  hy 
force  of  anns,  if  necessary,  our  title  to  the  country  as  far  as 
the  Rio  Grande." 

I  have  introduced  this  extract  for  more  purposes 
than  one.  The  first  of  these  is,  to  show  that  Gen- 
eral Taylor  knew  that  Mr.  Bancroft's  order  to 
march  to  the  Rio  Grande  had  been  revoked;  for  he 
here  suggests  that  he  be  allowed  to  take  one  or 
two  positions  on  the  Rio  Grande.  Then  I  wish 
to  exhibit  the  cogent  reasoning  in  favor  of  such  a 
position.  First,  that  it  would  "  facilitate  and  hast- 
en a  settlement  of  the  boundary;"  then  it  would 
"  display,  in  an  imposing  manner,  our  strength 
and  state  of  preparation  to  the  enemy."  And, 
lastly,  that  it  would  "impress  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment with  a  due  sense  of  our  readiness  to  vin- 
dicate, by  force  of  arms,  if  necessary,  our  title  to 
the  country  to  the  Rio  Grande."  These  were 
the  cogent,  and,  to  my  mind,  conclusive  reasons 
of  the  honest-hearted,  patriotic,  and  brave  old 
General  for  advising  his  Government  to  allow 
him  "  to  lake  one  or  two  positions  ,  at  once,  on  or 
near  the  Rio  Grande."    His  position  at  Corpus 


Christi  was,  he  s&ld,  "  too  far  from  the  frontier." 
The  gentlemen  in  the  opposition  now  pretend  that 
Corpus  Christi  is  beyond  the  Texas  line;  but  the 
General  thought  it  was  too  far  from  thsfronlier,  and 
asked  permission  to  make  a  display  of  his  strength 
and  state  of  preparation  on  or  near  the  Rio  Grande. 
With  what  justice  do  gentlemen  pretend  that  Gen- 
eral Taylor  was  weak  and  without  arms,  unpre- 
pared for  battle,  when  he  declares  his  wish  to  ex- 
hibit, "  in  a  manner  not  to  be  mistaken,  his  strength 
and  state  of  preparation?" — with  what  propriety 
charge  that  the  order  to  march  to  the  Rio  Grande 
precipitated  us  into  an  "  unnecessary  and  uncon- 
stitutional war,"  when  the  general  in  command 
advised  it  as  a  means  of  "gt;eaily  facilitating  and 
hastening  a  settlement  of  the  controversy?"  But, 
say  gentlemen,  the  opinions  of  General  Taylor 
were  hypothetical:  "  If  our  Government  intend 
to  make  the  Rio  Grande  an  ultimatum  in  settling 
the  boundary"  then  he  gave  his  opinions.  And 
even  these  hypothetical  opinions  were  subsequently 
modified,  we  are  told.  I  gratit  the  opinions  were 
based  on  the  hypothesis  that  we  intended  to  insist 
on  the  Rio  Grande;  and,  I  ask,  if  there  is  a  single 
member  of  this  House  who  ever  dreamed  that  our 
Government  would  insist  on  less  than  the  Rio 
Grande?  I  venture  to  say  there  is  not  one.  The 
hypothesis,  then,  amounts  to  nothing.  How  far 
was  this  discreet,  sensible  and  patriotic  advice  of 
the  old  chief  subsequently  modified.  No  injustice 
shall  be  done  to  General  Taylor  with  my  consent, 
for  mere  party  purposes.  He  uses  his  pen  as  he 
does  his  sword,  for  his  country,  and  not  for  a 
party.  Under  date  November  7,  1845,  Corpus 
Christi,  Texas,  he  writes  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment:" 

"  The  position  now  occupied  by  the  troops  may  perhaps 
be  the  best  while  negotiations  are  pending,  or  atany  rate, 
until  a  disposition  shall  be  manifested  by  Mexico  to  protract 
them  unreasonably." 

Here  again  he  imparts  sound  and  sensible  ad- 
vice to  his  country;  and  the  Administration,  with 
that  deference  to  the  superior  military  judgment  of 
the  General,  which  it  has  always  exhibit^,  acted 
on  this  advice.  For  we  see  that,  advised  as  he 
was  by  General  Taylor  on  the  4th  of  October,  at 
once  to  take  one  or  two  positions  on  or  near  the 
Rio  Grande,  the  order  to  advance  was  not  issued 
by  the  President  until  the  13th  of  January,  1846; 
and  why?  Jieca.vise  negotiations  iv ere  pending;  and 
the  President  thought,  with  General  Taylor,  that 
the  position  of  the  army  at  Corpus  Christi  was  the 
best  that  could  be  occupied  "  pending  nogotialions." 
What  had  happened  on  the  13th  of  January?  Mr. 
Slidell  was  not  on  that  day  wending  his  way  (as  a 
great  man  has  erroneously  stated)  to  Mexico  with 
his  diplomatic  credentials  in  his  pocket.  He  had 
reached  Mexico,  (I  speak  from  the  record,)  pre- 
sented his  credentials  on  the  8th  of  December, 
1845,  and  on  the  17th  of  the  same  month  reported 
his  rejection  to  his  Government.  This  despatch  was 
received  at  the  State  Department  on  the  12ih  of 
January;  diplomacy  had  failed,  negotiations  were 
nQ  longer  pending,  and  General  Taylor's  advice 
given  on  the  4th  of  October,  and  modified  on  the 
7th  of  November,  1845,  was  now  in  all  its  bearings 
fully  carried  out.  The  order  to  advance,  and  "  at 
ONCE  take  one  or  two  positions  on  or  near  the  Rio 
Grande,"  was  issued  on  the  ISthof  January,  1846. 
If  any  are  disposed  to  censure  the  President  for 
permitting  the  important  despatch  of  October  4th 
to  remain  unanswered  until  the  13th  of  January, 
let  them  bear  in  mind  that  negotiations  were  pend- 
ing, and  that  the  character  of  this  Government's 
response,  must  of  necessity  have  depended  on  the 
result  of  these  negotiations.  » 

Now,  let  us  follow  General  Taylor  in  his  march. 
He  is  approaching  the  frontiers  of  Texas.  He 
moved  the  last  column  of  his  army  from  Corpus 
Christi  on  the  11th  of  March,  and  on  the  12th, 
Mr.  Slidell  was,  a  last  time,  rejected  by  the  Pare- 
des's  government  in  Mexico.  On  the  4th  of  Feb- 
ruary, the  general  writes  to  his  Government,  that 
"  our  advance  to  the  Rio  Grande  will  have  a  pow- 
erful effect."  His  march  was  unmolested  until 
he  reached  the  Arroyo  Colorada.  Here  the  "  ir- 
regular Mexican  cavalry,"  (rancheros,)  or,  in 
plain  English,  mountain  robbers,  ojiposed  hia 
crossing  the  river.  The  old  general  announced 
his  determination  to  advance,  and  jiointed  signifi- 
cantly at  his  big  guns;  whcicupou  the  "  irregular 
Mexican  cavalry"  retired.  The  next  we  hear  of 
him  he  is  at  Point  Lsabel,  and  here  waited  on  by  a 
Mexican  deputation,  sent  by  the  pre/oct  of  Mala- 
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moros,  on  a  mission  of  peace;  and  durin|i;  the  inter- 
view, Point  Isabel  was  set  on  fire.  This,  says 
General  Taylor,  "  I  considered  a  decided  evidence 
of  hostility,  and  was  not  willing;  to  be  trifled  with 
any  longer."  Our  army  advanced  to  a  point  op- 
posite IVIatamoros,  from  which  General  Taylor 
wrote,  on  the  29th  of  iVIarch,  that  the  Me.xicnns 
were  decidedly  hoslile;  and  urged,  for  the  first 
time,  a  reinforcement  of  his  command.  I  beg  to 
remark  on  this  despatch,  that  it  was  addressed  to 
the  Adjutant  General  at  Washington,  and  called 
on  him  for  recruits,  when  the  official  documents 
show  that  the  General  had  authority,  from  the  23d 
of  August,  184.5,  to  make  requisitions  on  t)ie  Gov- 
ernors of  Texas,  Louisiana,  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
Tennessee,  and  Kentucky,  "  for  such  number  and 
description  of  troops  as  he  might  deem  necessary." 
And  I  risk  nothing  in  saying,  that  these  States 
were  readj'  at  all  times  to  have  responded  to  such 
a  requisition.  Nor  can  1  forbear,  in  justice  to  all 
liartie.',  to  mention,  that  General  Taylor  wrote  to 
the  same  officer,  on  the  16th  of  February,  1846, 
ridiculing  the  idea  of  a  large  Mexican  force  at- 
tempting to  arrest  liis  march,  or  to  invade  Texas; 
and  says  all  these  accounts  are  exaggerated:  ''I 
'  do  not  believe  that  our  advance  to  the  banks  of 
'  the  Rio  Grande  will  be  resisted.  The  army,  how- 
'  ever,  will  go  fully  prepared  for  a  state  of  hos- 
'  tilities,  should  they  be  unfortunately  provoked 
'  by  the  jMexicans."  In  justice,  too,  I  must  call 
attention  to  the  letter  of  Secretary  Marcy,  dated 
March  2,  directing  him  to  give  assurances  to  Mex- 
ico that  "it  is  our  settled  determination,  in  every 
'  possible  event,  to  protect  private  property,  to 
•  respect  personal  rights,  and  to  abstain  from  all 
'  interference  in  religious  matters."  This  General 
Taylor  did.  He  was,  by  the  same  despatch,  re- 
minded, "  that  in  case  of  hostilities,  his  advance 
'  to  the  Rio  Grande  would  remove  him  to  a  great- 
'  er  distance  from  the  region  from  which  auxiliary 
'  forces  could  be  drawn;"  and  told  "  promptly  and 
'  efficiently  to  use  the  authority  with  which  he  was 
'  clothed — to  call  to  his  aid  such  auxiliary  forces 
'  as  h^might  need."  Now,  I  ask,  in  the  name  of 
justice  and  common  honesty,  what  propriety  is 
there  in  charging  the  Administration  with  sending 
General  Taylor  to  the  Rio  Grande  without  suffi- 
cient force.'  He  says,  "  the  army  wU\  go  fully  pre- 
pared for  a  state  of  hostilities;"  but  "  1  do  not 
think  our  march  to  the  Rio  Grande  will  be  op- 
posed." The  Government  tells  him  to  "draw  any 
number  of  auxiliary  troops  of  the  description  you 
may  need  from  the  southwestern  States;  and  as 
you  are  removing  to  a  greater  disttmce  from  your 
auxiliaries,  be  on  your  guard — prepared  to  sustain 
yourself  against  any  assault." 

I  have  but  one  other  reference  to  make  to  these 
despatches,  and  that  to  the  letter  of  General  Taylor, 
in  which  he  notes  for  the  first  time  the  state  of 
preparation  on  both  sides.  Says  the  General, 
"  The  Mexicans  still  retain  a  hostile  attitude,  and 
'have  thrown  up  some  works  evidently  intended 
'  to  prevent  us  from  crossing  the  river.  On  our 
'  side,  a  battery  of  four  18-pounders  will  be  com- 
'  pleted,  and  the  guns  placed  in  battery  to-day. 
'  These  guns  bear  directly  upon  the  public  square 
'  in  MntHmoros.     Their  object  cannot  be  mis- 

'  TAKEN   BV  THE    ENEMY." 

It  has  been  falsely  charged  that  these  guns  were 
planted  by  order  of  the  Government.  So  far  from 
it.  General  Taylor  was  directed  to  maintain  the 
defensive,  to  respect  private  property,  to  protect 
personal  rights,  and  to  abstain  from  all  interference 
with  religion.  He  writes  to  his  Government  ex- 
ultingly,  "  we  have  planted  our  battery,  it  bears 
'  directly  upon  the  public  square  in  Matamoros, 
'  niid  vilkin  good  range  for  dcmoUslnng  the  town. 
'  The  ohjecl  canol  he  mistaken  by  the  enemy."  I  do 
notblameGeneralTaylor  for  this.  He  did  right. 
No  American  General  would  have  done  otherwise. 
General  Taylor  is  entitled  to  all  the  credit  for 
planting  that  battery.  I  know  he  doe.s  not  thank 
any  man  for  pretending  to  shield  him  from  tlie 
odium  of  the  act. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  whore  was  this  despatch 
dated.'  Opposite  Matamoros,  in  Mexico?  No, 
sir.  IiiTamauli|)as?  No,  sir;  but  opposite  Mata- 
moro.s,  Texas.  General  Taylor  set  out  for  Ike 
frontiers  <f  Texas,  and  he  did  not  go  beyond.  He 
was  no  Israeliti.sh  general  leading  an  army  through 
an  unknown  wilderness.  He  knew  the  country  in 
which  he  pilclied  his  tent,  and  he  called  it  Texas. 
He  so  continued  to  cull  il  in  his  Niibseqnent  dc- 
sjinlches. 


j        What,  sir,  were  some  of  the  most  thrilling  events 
connected  with    the  earliest  history  of  this  war? 
1 1  Point  Isabel  set  on  fire,  and  the  brave  old  Genernl, 
;  as  he  witnesses  the  conflagration,  declares,  /  will 
ji  6e  trifled  icith  no  longer.     He  plants  his  guns  bear- 
ing on  Matamoros,  and  "  within  good  range  to  de- 
molish  the   town,"  and   exultingly  .says,  "  their 
',  object  cannot  be  mistaken."     The  heroic  Cross  is 
ij  murdered   in   cold   blood,  and  Thornton   and  his 
I  command   taken   prisoners.     The  affairs  at  Palo 
I  Alto  and  Resaca  occur;  and  what,  sir,  was  the  eflfect 
!]  produced  on  the  public   mind  at   home  by  the  an- 
!  nouncement   of  these   events?     By  one  common 
il  impulse,  the  whole  nation  rose  in  arms;  a  feeling 
1 1  as  wide-spread  and   universal  as  it  was   patriotic 
li  and  just,  took  possession  of  every  mind;  the  elec- 
[j  trie  spark  that  lit  the  fires  of  genuine  patriotism  on 
■  the  hearts  of  the  people  to  the  remotest  nooks  and 
I  dells  of  the  far  west,  and  all  around  to  the  shores 
ij  of  the  sea,  touched  the  political,  calculating  heart 
1    ol' Congress,  and  by  a  vote  more  prompt  and  more 
I    unanimous  than  was  ever  before  known,  war  was 
j!  solemnly  declared   "to  exist  by  the  act  of  Mexi- 
co."     Within  the  last  few  days,  this  Plouse  has 
declared,   by   a  strict  party  vote,  that  "  the    war 
exists  by  the  unnecessary  and  unconstitutional  act 
of  the  President."  Against  this  foul  charge  I  have 
combated,  with  what  success,!  leave  the  commit- 
tee to  decide.   But  what  "  has  brought  this  change 
:1  o'er  the  spirit  of  your  dreams?"     Ah!  fatal  act; 
I  fatal  to  the  best  interests  of  these  States,  fatal  to 
;  truth  and  justice,  the  bastard  ofi'spring  of  a  disap- 
|i  pointed  patriot.   But  I  will  not  indulge  my  thoughts 
I  on  this  subject.     The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
[!  setts,  [Mr.  Ashmun,]  who  introduced  this  resolu- 
\\  tion,  took  his  party  by  surprise,  and  placed  them 
jj  in  a  position  from  which  there  is  no  retreat.     You 
il  have  crossed  the  Rubicon;  your  votes  are  on  rec- 
|j  ord,  and  they  will  rise  up  like  spectres  against  you 
r  in  all  after  time.     We  accept  the  issue  you  have 
presented,  and  go  into  the  next  Presidential  con- 
test on  it;  for,  disguise  it  as  you  may,  the  Presi- 
dency is   the  grand  centre  around  which  all  this 
machinery  revolves.     The  bank  had  gone  down, 
free  trade  liad  become   popular,  the  independent 
treasury   was  firmly  planted;  in   .short,  Whigery 
had  been  sent  to  graze,  like  Nebuchadnezzar,  and 
Democracy  had  been  taken  into  the  bosom  of  the 
people,  and  your  friend  and  ally  [Mr.  Ashmun] 
struck  upon  this  grand  conception;  it  was  the  bat- 
tery   with    which    the   defunct    bodies   of  banks, 
tariffs,  distribution,  et  id  omne  genus,  were  to  be 
galvanized    into   a    renewed   existence.       Verily, 
whom  the  gods  would   destroy,  they  first  make 
mad.     Go  on;  take  sides  against  your  country; 
sympathize    with   Mexico;  refuse,  if  you  dare,  to 
vote  supplies  to  carry  on  this  war;  strengthen  the 
issue  you  have  already  presented;  make  the  breach 
wider  and  wider  between  us,  and  vvlien  the  people 
decide   the  contest,  they  will  exalt  the   men  who 
stand  by  the  stars  and   stripes,  and   consign  to  a 
merited   ignominy  every  man   who   dares  outrage 
their  sense  of  patriotism  by  "  giving  aid  and  com- 
fort to  the  enemy." 

How  is  it  proposed  to  raise  money  to  carry  on 
this  war?  The  President  and  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  proposea  loan,  an  issue  of  treasury  notes, 
and  a  duty  on  tea  and  coffee.  The  gentlemen  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Wilmot]  and  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Smith,]  and  otlier  gentlemen,  take  fire  at  this  prop- 
osition to  tax  tea  and  coffee,  and  pour  out  their 
piteous  lamentations  over  the  distresses  of  the 
poor  man.  When,  sir,  did  these  gentlemen  first 
learn  to  sympathize  with  the  poor  man  ?  Was  it  at  a 
time  wiien  they  were  taxing  cotton  cloth,  leather, 
iron,  coal,  and  salt?  Was  it,  sir,  when  they  were 
levying  protective  duties  on  these  articles,  all  of 
which  enter  into  the  poor  man's  consumption? 
The  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Marsh]  pours 
out  the  fulness  of  his  sympathetic  heart  over  the 
poor  man's  tax  on  tea  and  coffee,  and  then  he  be- 
wails the  downfall  of  protection.  You,  sir,  sympa- 
thize with  the  |)oor  man'.s  tax!  you,  who  would 
tax  all  the  necessaries  of  life  to  give  protection  to 
some  overgrown  manufacturer!  Strange  and  in- 
comprehensible logic,  that  we  must  tax  the  poor 
man's  hat,  liis  shoes,  his  sliirt,  his  plough,  his 
!ixe — everything,  in  short,  which  he  consumes, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturer!  but  your 
sympathetic  hearts  will  not  allow  you  to  tax  his  lea 
and  coffee  to  support  your  Government  in  time  of 
war.  You  would  send  him  shoeless,  hatless,  and 
.•jhirtless,  to  cultivuic  his  ground  without  iniple- 
ment.s,  unless  he  pays  tribute  to  the  munufaclnrcr:); 


onlj;^  give  hira  tea  that  is  not  taxed,  and  you  are 
satisfied.  You  would  lay  his  diseased  body  on  a 
pallet  that  is  taxed;  give  him  taxed  medicine 
from  a  spoon  that  is  taxed;  you  give  him  un- 
taxed tea  in  a  cup  that  is  taxed;  he  dies,  and 
you  tax  his  winding  sheet,  and  consign  him  to  a 
grave  that  is  dug  with  a  spade  that  is  taxed,  and 
then  insult  his  memory  by  saying  that  you  gave 
him  untaxed  tea.  Why,  sir,  if  I  thus  outraged 
the  poor  man's  common  sense  during  life,  insulted 
him  in  his  last  moments,  and  whined  a  hypocritical 
sympathy  over  his  tomb  when  dead,  I  should  ex- 
pect his  ghost  to  rise  up  in  judgment  against  me. 

Other  gentlemen  may  do  as  they  please — for  me 
and  my  people,  we  go  for  our  country.  We  write 
on  our  banner,  "  millions  for  defence,  but  not  one 
cent  for  tribute."  Tax  our  property,  tax  our  sup- 
plies, ay,  tax  our  tea  and  coffee,  tax  us  millions 
on  millions,  for  the  defence  of  our  country's  flag 
and  our  country's  honor,  and  we  will  pay  it;  but 
if  you  ask  us  to  pay  one  cent  of  tribute  to  your 
lordly  manufacturers,  we  rise  up  in  rebellion 
against  you.  Take  our  property  for  the  defence 
of  our  national  honor,  but  do  not  plunder  us  to 
make  a  rich  man  more  rich. 

Gentlemen  affect  ijreat  alarm  at  the  thought  of 
direct  taxation.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Stephens]  seemed  peculiarly  nervous  on 
this  subject.  He  lashed  himself  into  a  passion, 
as  other  gentlemen  have  done,  declared  emphati- 
cally that  he  never  would  levy  direct  taxes  on  his 
constituents  to  carry  on  this  "  unnecessary  and 
unconstitutional  war."  I  beg  gentlemen  to  quiet 
their  nerves;  nobody  has  asked  them  to  vote  for 
direct  taxes;  and  whenever  the  President,  or  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  or  the  Committee  on  Ways 
and  Means,  ask  for  such  a  tax,  as  necessary  and 
proper,  it  will  be  time  enough  to  discuss  Tt. 

I  shall  omit  much  of  what  I  intended  to  say,  re- 
serving for  another  occasion  my  views  on  the 
question  of  indemnity  and  future  security,  and 
upon  the  disposition  which  Congress  may  make 
of  newly-acquired  territory.  Tliese  and  their  kin- 
dred subjects  will,  I  hope,  more  properly  engage 
our  attention  at  a  later  period  of  the  session.  The 
Government  needs  money,  and  we  delay  it  in  need- 
less discussion. 

I  will  vote  for  a  loan,  I  will  vote  for  treasury 
notes,  and  for  a  tax  on  tea  and  coffee;  I  will  vote 
for  men,  regulars  and  volunteers;  in  short,  sir,  I 
will  vote  for  anything  and  everything  that  may  be 
needed  to  prosecute  this  war  to  such  a  conclusion  aa 
the  Government  can  accept  without  dishonor.  My 
constituents  will  sustain  me  in  this.  They  are 
patriots:  they  go  for  their  own  country,  and  against 
Mexico;  and  they  expect  of  their  Representative 
fealty  to  their  views.  Their  motto  has  ever  been, 
"  Our  country  —  may  siie  be  always  right;  but 
right  or  wrong,  our  country." 

Mr.  DUER  next  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave 
way  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  RUMSEY,  who  moved  that  the  committee 
rise. 

Tiic  CHAIRMAN  put  the  question,  and  pro- 
nounced it  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  inquired  if  there 
was  a  quorum  voting. 

It  appeared  that  there  was  not,  and  a  conversa- 
tion arose  as  to  the  duty  of  calling  the  roll  and 
reporting  the  absentees. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  126th  rule  was  im- 
perative: 

"  Wlienever  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  or  tlic  Coniiiiittfe  of  the  Wliole  House,  finds 
itself  witliout  a  qnoruni,  the  chairman  S'li.ill  cause  the  roll 
of  the  House  to  be  callccl,  and  tliercup.jii  the  committee 
Shall  rise,  and  tin'  chainniui  shall  report  the  names  of  tin; 
ahscntees  to  the  House,  which  shall  be  eiuciwd  on  thi;  Jour- 
nal.'' 

Mr.  ASHMUN  contended  that  less  than  a  quo- 
rum could  rise,  as  less  than  a  quorum  of  the  House 
could  adjourn.  The  rule  only  related  to  the  trans- 
action of  business  in  Committee. 

(Cries  of  "Call  the  roll."] 

The  CHAIRMAN  took  a  different  view  of  the 
rule,  and  directed  the  Clerk  to  call  the  roll,  and  it 
was  called  accordingly. 

The  roll  having"  been  culled,  but  the  result  not 
announced — 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  desired  to  have  his 
name  recorded. 

The  CHAIRMAN  inquired  if  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  was  present  when  his  name  was 
called  ? 

Mr.   JONES    replied   that   he   was    here    now- 
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When  there  was  a  ca!l  of  the  House,  after  those 
present  were  called,  the^Clerk  called  the  absentees, 
and  all  such  as  had  entered  the  Hall  were  then 
recorded  as  present. 

The  CHAIRMAN  explained  the  difference  be- 
tween the  present  position  of  the  House  and  that 
of  a  call.  No  gentleman  could  have  his  name  now 
recorded  who  was  not  present  when  his  name  was 
called. 

Mr.  JONES  reiterated  his  argument. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  JONES  said  that  was  wliat  ho  was  going  to 
make.  His  question  of  order  was,  tliat  a  member 
presenting  himself  before  tlie  result  of  the  call  was 
announced  had  the  right  to  have  his  name  record- 
ed, otherwise  he  would  be  reported  as  absent  when 
he  was  present. 

The  CHAIRMAN  overruled  the  point  raised. 

Mr.  JONES  appealed  I'rom  that  decision^ 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  contended  that  it  was 
not  competent  for  the  Chair  to  entertain  the  appeal. 
Tlie  Committee,  under  the  rule,  must  rise,  and  the 
names  of  the  absentees  be  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  JONES  said  he  had  no  feeling  in  the  mat- 
ter. He  had  no  objection  to  the  fact  going  to  his 
constituents;  but  he  did  not  think  it  right  that  any 
member  should  be  reported  to  the  world  as  absent 
when  he  was  here  ready  to  do  his  duty. 

The  CHAIRMAN  again  apprized  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  that  the  rule  was  imperative. 

Mr.  JONES  desired  but  to  say  one  word. 

The  CHAIRMAN  called  the  gentleman  to 
order. 

After  some  other  observations,  the  committee 
rose,  and  the  Chairman  reported  the  facts  and  the 
absentees  to  the  House. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  petitions  were  prjesented  and  re- 
ferred : 

By  Mr.  CONGER:  Of  119  adult  ladies  of  Springport' 
Cayuga  county,  New  York,  praying  Congress  and  tlie  Exec- 
utive to  take  the  necessary  steps  iur  securing  an  inime- 
diale  and  permanent  peace  with  Mexico  by  withdrawing  the 
troop.s  of  tiiis  nation  from  her  territory,  restoring  to  her 
possession  theprovmcesvvhicli  we  now  occupy,  ottering  tlie 
amplest  atonement  in  oiir  power  for  all  wrongs  which  may 
have  been  inflicted  by  us,  and  appointing  commissioners 
empowered  to  adjust  questions  in  dispute  between  these 
two  sister  republics.  Also,  a  like  petition  of  19  male  citi- 
zens of  the  same  place.  Also,  the  petition  of  37  citizens  of 
Cortlandt  county,  New  York,  for  the  abolition  of  slaveryin 
the  District  of  Columbia  and  tlie  Territories.  Also,  tlie 
petition  ot2S  citizens  of  Cortlandt  county,  New  York,  asking 
that  Congress  would  examine  the  positions  therein  stated  in 
regard  to  the  validity  and  constitutionality  of  slavery  in  the 
States,  and  secure  the  right  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to 
all  such  persons  as  are  illegally  held  as  slaves. 

By  Mr.  DUER:  The  remonstrance  of  E.  F.  Cook  &  Co. 
against  the  renewal  of  O.  C.  Harris's  patent  for  a  paint 
mill. 

By  Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan  :  The  petition  of  D.  Plimp- 
ton and  others,  for  the  reduction  of  postage  on  newspapers. 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York:  The  joint  resolutions  of 
the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  Yoik,  instruct- 
ing the  Senators  and  requesting  the  Representatives  from 
that  State  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  insert  in  every  act  or 
ordinance  establishing  territorial  or  provisional  governments 
in  New  Mexico  and  the  Califoriiias  a  provision  and  guaran- 
tee prohibiting  slavery  or  involuntiry  servitude  except  as  a 
punishment  for  ciiiue.  Also,  the  petition  and  papers  of 
James  Sloan,  of  Erie  county,  New  York,  praying  for  prize- 
money  as  one  of  the  captors  of  the  brigs  Caledonia  and 
Adams,  near  fort  Erie,  in  the  war  of  1812. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois:  The  petition  of  Samuel 
Moore  and  GO  other  citizens  of  St.  Clair  county,  Illinois, 
praying  a  reduction  of  postage  on  juvenile  newspapers  of 
small  dimensions. 

By  Mr.  MORSE,  of  Louisiana  :  The  petition  of  R.  C.  Stock- 
ton, tutor  of  the  minor  Octave  de  la  lloussaye,  praying  for  an 
amendment  to  an  act  confirmingthe  heiis  of  De  la  Houssaye 
to  a  tract  of  land,  &.c. 

By  Mr.  I'OLLOCJK:  The  petition  and  papers  of  Mrs. 
Boyd,  of  Pennsylvania,  widow  of  Colonel  John  Boyd,  a 
revolutionary  oflicor,  taken  from  tiie  tiles  of  the  House. 
Also,  the  petition  and  papers  of  John  P.  Schuyler,  of  Muncy, 
Pennsylvania. 

By  VIr.  DUNCAN,  of  Ohio:  The  petition  of  citizens  of 
Liclting  county,  Ohio,  asking  for  a  reduction  on  newspaper 
postage. 

By  Mr.  MORSE:  The  petition  of  William  Stinson  and 
thirty  others,  praying  for  th<;  est:iblislimeiif  of  a  post  route 
from  Bel  lev  ue,  the  county  seat  "f  I  lossier  parish,  to  Winder. 

l!y  Mr.  CRO  WELL:  The  petition  of  Dan  EiUon  and  others, 
citizens  of  Mahoning  county,  Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  pass 
a  law  appropriating  a  sullicient  porlion  of  the  public  lands  to 
eolnnizu  thu  free  peopU  of  color  in  Ihu  United  Stat««. 
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By  Mr.  TWEEDY:  The  petition  of  John  H.Roundlroeand 
seventy-three  others,  citizens  of  Grant  county,  Wisconsin, 
prayinsj  for  a  proportionate  reduction  of  postage  on  news- 
papers not  containing  more  than  .500  square  inches. 

By  Mr.  HUBBARD:  The  petition  of  the  inhabitants  re- 
siding in  tiie  valley  of  the  Housatonic,  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, including  the  town  of  Derby,  a  port  of  delivery, 
praying  for  an  appropriation  for  the  removal  of  the  bar  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Housatonic  river. 

By  Mr.  HUNT:  The  petition  of  Lyman  A.  Spalding,  and 
other  citizens  of  Lockport,  New  York.  Also,  the  petition 
of  Samuel  M.  Spencer,  and  other  cilizens  of  Orleans  county. 
New  York,  asking  Congress  to  extend  the  drawback  sys- 
tem to  Canadian  wheat  manufactured  in  the  United  States 
for  export. 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania  :  Three  memorials 
from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  the 
further  renewal  of  the  patent  of  Jetliro  Wood's  cast  iron 
plough  in  favor  of  his  heirs. 
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IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  February  10,  1848. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from  the 
Common  Council  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  urging 
upon  Congress  the  necessity  of  appropriations  for 
the  improvements  of  the  harbor  at  that  city;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  B.  spoke  of  the  document  as  replete  with 
valuable  information,  and  moved  that  it  be  printed; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUNTER  presented  a  petition  from  Eliza- 
beth Munroe,  widow  of  Dr.  Thomas  J.  C.  Mun- 
roe,  deceased,  late  a  surgeon  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  for  a  pension;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the 
memorial  of  Mary  M.  Telfair. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
David  N.  Smith,  accompanied  by  a  report;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  bill  was  read  a 
first  time. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  reported  House  Bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  and  Lindley  Ward,  without  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.,  this  bill  was  considered 
by  unanimous  consent,  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

RESOLUTIONS.      > 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  bo  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation 
to  aid  the  charity  hospital  at  New  Orleans  in  defraying  the 
expenses  of  the  sick  and  destitute  volunteer  troops,  as  well 
as  of  sick  and  destitute  citizens  of  tffe  United  States  re- 
ceived into  said  institution. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resoh-cd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  authorized 
to  pay  to  the  youths  employed  in  the  Senate  ])0st  office  at 
last  session,  one  hundred  dollars  each,  in  full  compensation 
for  the  services  of  Last  session. 

The  above  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  tlie  Senate. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Badger,  was  taken  up  and  referred  to  the 
same  committee : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid  to  each  of  the  messengers  of 
the  Senate  and  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  who 
have  not  already  received  it,  the  same  additional  compensa- 
tion that  was  paid  R.  P.  Anderson  and  J.  L.  Clubb,  for  the 
second  session  of  the  29th  Congress. 

Mr.  CASS,  by  unanimous  consent,  introduced 
a  joint  resolution  authorizing  medals  and  certifi- 
cates to  be  given  to  officers  and  volunteers  for 
gallant  conduct  in  battle  during  the  war  with 
Mexico;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

[It  authorizes  the  President  to  have  two  dies  made,  one 
of  a  larger  and  the  other  of  a  smaller  size,  with  suitable 
devices,  and  to  cause  silver  medals  to  be  struck — the  larger 
size  to  be  presented  to  conimissioiied  officers,  and  tiie 
smaller  to  each  non-cominissioned  officer,  musician,  and 
private  of  the  regular  forces  and  volunteers  who  may  have 
distinguished  himself  or  may  hereafter  distinguish  himself 
in  battle  during  the  present  vvar  ;  also,  ccrllfuiU.-s  on  parch- 
ment, signed  by  the  President,  and  sealed  vvilh  tin'  seal  of  the 
War  Di^partnient,  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
to  be  prcsentuil  to  each  ollicer,  non-comniissioned  officer, 
musician,  and  private  receiving  a  medal— the  certificate  to 
state  the  hatlle  in  which  such  person  has  distingnishrd 
himself.    The  officers  who  have  reneived  gold  iiiedalH  and 
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to  whom  the  thanks  of  Congress  have  been  granted  do  not 
come  within  the  provisions  of  this  resolution.  It  provides 
for  a  board  of  not  less  than  three  field-officers,  one  of  whom 
shall  be  a  general  officer,  if  the  service  allows  of  it.  to  be 
convened  by  tlie  Secretary  of  War  in  this  city,  to  examine 
the  reports  of  the  various  actions  with  the  enemy,  and  of  the 
conduct  of  officers  and  men  engaged  therein,  and  designate 
such  as  are  worthy,  iind  report  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  who  is  to  lay  it  before  the  President  for  his  approval, 
and  if  the  President  approves,  then  medals  and  certificates 
are  to  be  presented.  It  further  provides  that  when  any  offi- 
cer, non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  or  private  has  been* 
killed  in  battle,  or  died  in  consequence  of  wounds  received, 
the  medal  and  certificate,  if  he  should  be  entitled  to  them, 
are  to  go  to  his  family.] 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution  of  thanks  to  Colonel  Alexander  W. 
Doniphan,  officers,  and  men  under  his  command; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

[This  resolution  provides  swords,  with  suitable  devices, 
to  Colonel  Doniphan,  Lieutenant  Colonel  D.  C.  Mitchell, 
Lieutenant  Colonfl  Congrave  Jackson,  Majors  William  Gil- 
pin and  Meredith  L.  Clarke,  in  testimony  of  the  high  sense 
entertained  by  Congress  and  the  country  of  their  gallantry, 
self-denial,  and  noble  conduct  in  the  campaign.] 

The  bills  from  the  Flouse  of  Representatives 
were  taken  up,  and  after  having  been  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  their  titles,  were  appropriately 
referred,  with  the  exception  of  the  bill  granting  a 
register  for  the  barque  Wilhamet;  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  DIX,  was  taken  up  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed. 

The  report  from  the  Committee  on  Printing  for 
the  printing  of  20,000  copies  of  Lieutenant  A  ben's 
report  was  agreed  to. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

The  bill  granting  compensation  to  J.  N.  Moore 
was  taken  up  and  passed. 

The  following  bills  were  taken  up  in  their  order 
on  the  calendar,  and  after  having  been  considered, 
were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  were,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  read  a  third  time  and  passed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susan  E.  Gordon. 

A  bill  for  an  increase  of  the  medical  staff  of  the 
army  for  a  limited  time. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jones  and  Boker. 

The  bill  authorizing  persons  to  whom  reserva- 
tions of  land  have  been  made  under  Indian  treaties 
to  alienate  the  same  in  fee  was  taken  up  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  question  being  upon  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment submitted  by  Mr.  Hannegan*  on  a  former 
day,  it  was  read  for  information. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  suggested  that  as  the  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana,  who  had  offered  the  amend- 
ment, was  not  now  in  his  seat,  the  bill  be  passed 
over  informally. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presumed  there  could  be  no 
difficulty  in  regard  to  the  amendment;  however, 
the  Senator  from  Indiana  was  now  in  his  seat,  and 
could  exjilain  it. 

Mr,  BREESE  remarked,  that  the  object  of  the 
bill  was  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  special  legisla- 
tion. By  the  treaty  made  at  Camp  Tippecanoe 
with  the  Pottawatomie  Indians,  sections  of  land 
were  reserved  to  certain  Indians,  after  the  lands 
had  been  ceded  in  bulk  to  the  United  States. 
These  Indians  su]3po3ed  they  had  an  estate  in  fee 
in  these  lands,  and  by  deeds  approved  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  sold  their  interest 
in  their  reserved  lands.  It  was  now  understood, 
after  careful  inspection  of  the  treaty  of  18.'32,  that 
the  construction  of  the  terms  employed  did  not 
give  to  these  Indians  an  estate  in  fee  in  those  lands, 
but  an  interest  (luring  their  lifetime.  The  design 
of  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate  was  to  relinquish 
to  the  purchasers  of  these  lands  the  supposed  re- 
served right  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  There  were  some  ten  or  fifteen  cases  in- 
volved in  the  matter,  ami  in  order  to  avoid  the 
necessity  of  special  legislation,  it  was  thought  tl|at 
it  might  be  proper  to  have  a  general  law  including 
the  whole  subject.  Congress  had  never  refused, 
when  any  similar  application  had  been  made,  to 
grant  the  relief  now  sought.  Simihu-  cases  had 
occurred  in  Alabama,  growing  out  of  this  treaty, 
but  he  would  not  troubJc  the  Senate  by  any  refer- 
ence to  them  at  present. 

Pie  then  .sent  to  the  drsk  of  the  Secretary  a  let- 
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ter  from  one  of  the  commissioners  who  had  con- 
cluded the  treaty,  si^''"^:  it  as  his  opinion  that  the 
Indians  supposed  they  had  the  lands  in  fee. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  stated  that  the  amendment 
which  he  proposed  to  the  original  bill,  was  intend- 
ed to  meet  cases  under  this  bill  entirely,  which 
the  bill  did  not.  There  was  a  provision  in  it  which 
required  that  the  deeds  should  be  executed  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  the  State  in  which  the  lands 
were  located.  Compliance  with  that  provision  was 
almost  im|iossible  on  the  part  of  persons  residing 
at  a  distance  in  Missouri,  Iowa,  and  Kentucky. 
In  order  tti  meet  that,  and  certain  minor  objections, 
he  had  offered  the  amendment,  which  covered  the 
whole  ground.  In  no  single  instance  heretofore, 
had  Congress  refused  to  pass  special  acts  in  simi- 
lar cases  arising  under  this  treaty.  He  referred  to 
former  acts  of  Congress,  in  1839  and  1841,  embra- 
cing similar  cases.  He  presumed  that  the  deeds 
in  the  present  case  had  had  the  sanction  of  the 
President;  but  his  approval  of  them  was  made 
necessary  before  the  conveyance  could  be  perfect. 
He  presumed  that  there  was  no  more  danger  of 
fraud  than  in  any  other  case  of  purchase  and  sale 
of  Indian  lands.  The  statement  of  one  of  the 
commissioners  who  made  the  treaty  had  just  been 
read  to  the  Senate,  and  showed  that  the  under- 
standing at  the  time  was,  that  the  reservation  was 
made  in  favor  of  the  Indians,  as  all  other  individual 
reservations  have  heretofore  been  made,  and  that 
they  had,  therefore,  a  right  to  sell  and  convey,  with 
the  sanction  of  the  President.  That  was  all  that 
was  asked  in  this  case.  The  papers  now  before 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflairs,  showed  incon- 
testably  that  a  full  and  ample  price  had  been  paid 
for  the  lands;  indeed,  from  his  own  knowledge,  he 
could  say  that  for  a  portion  of  them,  double  the 
value  had  been  paid  in  money. 

Mr.  BADGER  hoped  that  his  friend  from  Indi- 
ana would  not  understand  him  as  indicating  the 
slightest  hostility  to  the  amendment  when  lie  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  the  reference  of  the  bill, 
with  the  proposed  amendment,  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee.  The  statements  of  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  and  those  also  of  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois, liad  satisfied  him  that  some  act  of  legislation 
in  reference  to  this  matter  was  proper  and  neces- 
sary. He  was  not,  therefore,  op])osed  to  the 
measure,  but  was  of  opinion  that  it  should  undergo 
the  examination  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate 
supposed  to  be  specially  charged  with  the  legal  pro- 
ceedings which  might  be  necessary. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  explained  that  the  bill  had 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
and  his  friend  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Atchison] 
united  with  him  in  requesting  that  that  committee 
should  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  that  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  which  they  thought  it 
properly  belonged.  He  could  not  conceive  that  it 
involved  any  question  requiring  the  examination  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  observed  that  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Breesi;]  had  already  shown  that 
committees  had,  in  several  instances,  acted  on  this 
subject  in  the  manner  proposed  by  this  bill.  The 
only  question  itivolvetl  was,  whether  the  United 
States  would  now  cede  to  the  purchaser  from  the 
Indians,  the  reversionary  interest  which  it  was  sup- 
posed the  Unit(  d  Slates  held  in  them  under  the 
treaty.  Upon  the  broad  principle  of  getting  I'idof 
the  public  lands,  if  for  no  other  reason,  he  would 
say,  give  that  reversionary  itiicrestto  the  purchas- 
ers. Ho  hold  that  in  getting  rid  of  the  public 
land,  an  important  service  was  rendered  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  Slates,  as  well  as  to  the 
Slate  in  which  the  land  lies,  and  to  private  indi- 
viduals who  became  purchasers. 

Mr.  BADGER  suggested  that  his  friends  on  the 
other  side  labored  under  some  misapprehension  as 
to  his  object  in  de.-siring  the  reference  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee.  Although  the  case  had  been 
passed  upon  by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflairs, 
still  there  might  be  a  question  remaining  wilh  re- 
gard to  the  legal  safeguard  to  be  thrown  around 
the  tneasure. 

Mr.  HAN^'EGAN  beggoil  to  inform  his  friend 
from  North  Carolina  that  the  same  guards  pre- 
cisely had  been  interposed  in  this  case  as  had 
existed  almost  contemporaneously  witrli  the  Gov- 
ernment with  regard  to  lands  held  by  individual 
reservation. 
•Mr.  BADGER  then  withdrew  his  motion. 
The  amend naeni  was  then  agreed  to;  and  no 


further  amendment  being  made,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  and  the  amendment  was  con- 
curred in. 

The  bill  was  then  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  mil- 
itary force;  when —  ' 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  commenced, by  adverting 
to  the  wars  of  the  Revolution  and  of  1812,  in  both 
of  which  the  objects  were  clearly  defined,  and  the 
people  knew  what  they  were  fighting  for.  In  this 
third  war  against  a  civilized  nation,  do  the  people 
know  what  they  are  fighting  for  ?  They  were  now 
considering  the  question.  He  perceived  that  there 
were  influences  at  work,  the  object  of  which  was 
to  prevent  light  on  that  subject  from  reaching  the 
people.  He  referred  to  the  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent denouncing  those  who  opposed  thepolicy  of  the 
Executive  as  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy; 
also  to  the  officers  and  editors  who  had  followed 
in  the  same  track.  The  people  were  not  consulted 
when  this  war  was  commenced;  and  the  honor  of 
the  country  is  not  involved  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  war.  He  separated  the  Government  from 
the  people  on  this  subject,  because  the  war  was 
the  act  of  the  former,  the  latter  having  never  given 
their  sanction  to  the  origin  of  the  war.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  ofiicers  of  the  Government  was  to 
identify  themselves  with  the  people.  But  the 
people  are  now  engaged  in  the  investigation  of 
the  matter,  and  beneficial  results' might  be  ex- 
pected. 

It  was  the  practice  in  legislation  to  look  to  pre- 
cedents; and  hence  it  became  of  high  importance 
that  every  act  should  be  now  scrutinized,  in  order 
that  no  evil  precedent  may  be  left  behind  us.  He 
wished  to  state  the  facts  which  had  operated  on 
his  mind  in  the  formation  of  his  opinions  on  the 
subject. 

What  were  the  principles  which  had  been  said 
to  enter  into  the  conduct  of  this  war  .'  A  Senator 
from  the  Empire  State  [Mr.  Dickinson]  had  sub- 
milted  a  resolution  looking  to  the  annexation  of 
"  contiguous  territory."  What  do  we  want  with 
more  territory.'  We  have  ample  room,  every  va- 
riety of  soil  and  climate,  productive  of  all  descrip- 
tions of  fruits,  and  our  resources  are  as  yet  only  in 
the  course  of  development.  Destiny — manifest 
destiny — will  lead  us  to  greater  prosperity.  While 
we  can  remain  knit  together  as  a  band  of  brothers, 
and  confine  ourselves  to  defensive,  instead  of  going 
into  offensive  war,  we  may  defy  the  world.  But 
his  friend  over  the  way  would  reply,  "  Ah  !  but 
there  is  our  commerce!"  He  did  not  think  that 
our  commercial  interests  required  the  annexation 
of  Mexico.  He  referred  to  commercial  tables  to 
show  how  greatly  our  trade  with  Mexico  had  de- 
clined before  ihS  war.  So  that  no  commercial  ben- 
efit was  to  be  calculated  on  among  the  results  of 
an  aggressive  war.  * 

What  other  objects  are  thej-e  which  can  justify 
the  annexation  of  Mexico?  To  extend  the  area 
of  freedom!  Captain  Henry  has  written  a  book 
to  show  that  we  must  have  the  whole  of  North 
and  South  America.  He  seems  to  think  that  it  is 
our  manifest  destiny  to  spread  the  area  of  freedom 
over  the  entire  continent.  Man  is  an  ambitious 
animal.  He  believes  that  he  is  capable  of  being 
first  in  everything  in  the  affairs  of  the  world.  But  he 
(Mr.  U.)  was  of  a  dillercnt  opinion.  There  was  a 
limit  beyond  which  human  intellect  could  not  pass. 
It  was  not  in  the  order  of  Providence  that  one  nation 
should  take  into  its  hands  the  government  of  all 
other  nations.  If  we  were  to  annex  Mexico,  we 
should  need  an  interpreter  to  explain  the  laws  our 
new  )ieople  would  have  to  obey.  Our  judicial  and 
legislative  system  would  not  admit  the  accession 
of  duties  which  would  result  from  such  an  annexa- 
tion. As  we  are  extending  our  system  even  over 
our  own  territory,  we  find  that  labor  is  growing 
very  burdensome;  and  if  these  duties  are  not  faith- 
fully performed,  there  may  be  danger  of  producing 
discontent  among  the  people,  and  separation  from 
the  Union. 

He  glanced  at  the  religious  aspect  of  the  war, 
and  enumerated  the  amount  of  religious  institu- 
tions in  the  c(4untry — the  number  of  theological 
institutions,  seminaries,  ministers,  and  communi- 
cants; ilie  last  item  exceeding  three  millions.  If 
all  this  class  were  to  be  turned  into  propagandists, 
and  to  march^on  a  crusade,  with  fire  and  sword, 


against  the  religion  of  Mexico — if  so,  Protestant 
as  he  was,  he  would  stand  up  in  opposition  to  the 
scheme. 

It  is  attempted  to  justify  the  war  by  the  asser- 
tion that  Mexico  struck  the  first  blow,  or  was 
preparing  to  strike  it.  He  denied  that  there  was 
any  other  demonstration  than  mere  gasconade, 
which  did  not  justify  the  President  in  marching 
our  troops  against  Mexico. 

He  referred  to  the  date  of  the  order  to  General 
Taylor  to  march  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  contended 
that  the  second  order,  dated  six  months  afterwards, 
was  nearly  in  the  same  words.  The  first  was  in 
June,  1845;  the  second  in  January,  1846.  The 
movement  on  the  part  of  the  Mexicans  was  in 
July,  1845.  Consequently  the  order  of  our  Gov- 
ernment of  June,  1845,  was  previous  to  any  hos- 
tile act  of  the  Mexicans.  He  read  from  Captain 
Henry's  book,  to  show  the  suspicions  which  ex- 
isted on  the  subject  of  the  murder  of  Colonel  Cross, 
and  also  to  prove  with  whom  rested  the  responsi- 
bility of  shedding  the  first  blood. 

Whose  was  the  soil.>  The  battles  of  Palo  Alto, 
&c.,  were  fought  on  soil  which  belonged  to  the 
State  of  Tamaulipas.  The  Senator  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Douglas]  had  referred  to  the  union  of  Texas 
and  Coahuila  against  Mexico;  but  that  Senator, 
when  he  quoted  the  title  acquired  to  these  States 
as  proof  that  we  had  a  right  to  the  soil  of  Tamau- 
li)ias,  endeavored  to  show  what  was  a  non  sequilur. 
Where  is  the  evidence  that  this  soil  was  conquered  .' 
Corpus  Christi  was  not  established  until  two  yeai-s 
after  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  nor  any  Texan 
settlement  made  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Nueces. 
Texas  had  no  military  post  at  Corpus  Christi. 
The  post  was  established  by  Colonel  McKinney 
himself,  to  keep  off  the  Indians.  It  was  stated, 
on  the  authority  of  Captain  Henry,  that  the  Mex- 
icans sent  two  hundred  men  to  destroy  the  settle- 
ment of  McKinney;  when  the  latter,  finding  the 
post  indefensible,  employed  a  little  Mexican  gold 
to  purchase  his  safety.  He  referred  to  a  person 
named  McLean,  from  his  own  district,  who  was 
at  Corpus  Christi,  who  stated  that  he  had  given 
the  best  horse  he  had  to  Ampudia.  It  was 
further  stated  that  McKinney  himself  had  taken 
the  oath  of  aliegianoe  to  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment. 

In  the  cases  of  elections  by  which  the  law  was 
passed  declaring  the  boundary  of  Texas,  soldiers 
were  allowed  to  vote.  There  was  no  mention  of 
districts,  or  counties,  or  towns.  The  alcaldes  took 
the  votes  where  it  was  most  convenient. 

Mr.  RUSK  gave  a  brief  statement  of  the  history 
of  the  revolution  in  Texas,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  San  Patricio  was  founded  by  the 
temporary  government,  and  that  there  was  a  set- 
tlement west  of  the  Nueces  before  the  revolu- 
tion, which  was  founded  by  a  person  named 
Power.  ^^     ,., 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  resumed.  He  did  not  un- 
derstand that  the  boundary  line  between  Texas 
and  Tamaulipas  was  changed  by  this  settlement. 
He  then  went  on  to  prove  that  we  recognized  a 
country  which  was  depopulated,  and  founded  our 
title  on  that  recognition.  We  ought,  in  a  war  of 
conquest,  to  wait  until  time  enough  has  elapsed 
for  its  possession  in  the  hands  of  those  who  sub- 
dued it,  to  bar  an  ejectment.  It  was  a  dangerous 
precedent.  It  would  be  dangerou.-?  to  adopt  the 
same  course  in  Canada,  or  in  the  strip  of  Russian 
territory  above  54°  40'.  It  would  be  proper  for  the 
people  to  decide  whether  these  shall  be  made  pre- 
cedents. 

"  Indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for  the  fu- 
ture,"is  nowsaid  to  be  the  objectof  the  pro.sccution 
of  the  war.  Security  for  the  future  wc  cannot  have. 
Strength  can  get  nothing  from  weakness.  And  in- 
demnity for  the  past,  winch  the  President  says  re- 
lates to  claims  which  have  been  "long  deferred, 
cannot  be  had.  The  phrase  "  long  deferred" comes 
wilh  a  bad  grace  from  the  same  pen  which  vetoed 
the  bill  relating  to  French  spoliations.  If  we  were 
to  continue  the  war  until  we  get  indemnity  for 
the  expenses  of  the  war,  and  the  payment  ot  the 
claims  of  our  citizens,  the  war  wdl  be  intermin- 
able. ,         ^  „  ,, 

He  asked,  what  would  be  the  expenses  of  the 
war'  He  stated  that  the  bounty  lands  would 
amount  to  fourteen  millions  and  a  half,  according 
to  an  estimate  made  by  the  committee  of  which  he 
was  a  member.  Add  about  six  millions  for  the 
Mexican  claims,  and  all  the  expenses  of  the  army 
and  navy  (without  reckoning  the  amount  which 
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would  be  required  if  this  bill  should  pass)  would 
far  exceed  one  hundred  millions.  Then  there 
v/ouUI  be  numberless  Indian  titles  to  be  bought 
out,  the  expenses  of  governors  and  all  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  territorial  governments,  and  regis- 
ters and  receivers.  We  have  already  the  first 
curse  of  Egypt  upon  us — the  curse  of  blood.  The 
cost  of  the  war  cannot  be  less  than  two  hundred 
millions.  And  what  would  the  indemnity  in  Cal- 
ifornia and  New  Mexico  bring?  Could  you  get  as 
much,  if  there  be  any  public  domain  for  sale,  as 
you  would  from  the  sale  of  our  own  rich  lands  .' 
He  referred  to  the  amounts  which  had  been  re- 
ceived in  pros[)erous  years  at  our  public  land  sales, 
and  asserted  the  impossibility  of  making  as  much 
out  of  the  sale  of  lands  in  Mexico  as  would  reim- 
burse the  expenses  of  the  war,  or  even  the  inter- 
est on  them. 

He  referred  to  a  report  from  the  General  Land 
Office  which  had  been  received  by  the  committee 
to  which  he  belonged,  which  showed  that  even  in 
our  rich  territory,  the  public  lands  had  heretofore 
not  indemnified  our  Government  for  the  expenses 
incurred  by  them.  If  we  had  not  been  able  to  do 
this  at  home,  we  are  much  less  likely  to  do  it  in 
Mexico. 

The  idea  of  making  Mexico  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  war  by  military  contributions  on  her  trade, 
he  also  treated  as  a  mere  delusion.  There  was 
nothing  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury which  furnished  any  data  on  which  these 
calculations  could  be  founded.  The  report  was 
full  of  "  ifs."  If  this  took  place,  or  if  that  oc- 
curred, then  there  would  be  some  prospect  that  a 
little  revenue  might  be  obtained.  He  read  from 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  to  sustain  the  view 
he  had  thrown  out  on  this  point.  He  also  quoted 
from  General  Scott's  statement  of  the  amounts  he 
had  assessed  in  the  different  States,  according  to 
which,  if  you  get  all  into  successful  operation,  the 
total  revenue  which  can  be  gained  would  not  ex- 
ceed four  millions,  supposing  every  dollar  collected, 
and  not  a  dollar  lost.  And  this  is  to  be  collected 
by  Mexican  officers,  who  are  required  to  fleece 
their  own  people:  and,  in  failure  to  do  this,  their 
estates  are  to  be  confiscated,  their  bodies  impri- 
soned, &c.  By  what  principle  of  public  law  could 
this  procedure  be  justified  ?  He  thought  it  was  an 
interpolation  which  could  not  bear  the  test.  Should 
an  enemy  ever  enter  our  country,  would  any  Sen^ 
tor  permit  himself  to  be  under  a  collector,  to  take 
money  from  our  own  citizens  to  put  into  the  ene- 
my's pocket?  Before  any  such  compensation  as 
we  ask  for  indemnity  can  be  obtained,  we  shall  have 
very  greatly  to  increase  the  army. 

Mr.  U.  suggested  as  the  proper  course,  that  we 
should  withdraw  our  troops  taking  such  indem- 
nity as  we  can  obtain.  He  remarked  on  the  incon- 
sistent statements  which  had  been  put  forth — in 
one  moment,  asserting  that  there  is  a  revenue  of 
four  millions,  and  in  the  next,  that  Mexico  has  no 
revenue,  and  can  pay  nothing  by  way  of  contri- 
bution. 

He  would  have  no  objection  to  take  San  Fran- 
cisco by  way  of  indemnity  to  our  citizens;  but  if 
Mexico  would  agree  to  pay  the  money,  he  would 
not  take  that  harbor  merely  for  the  sake  of  hold- 
ing territory. 

Is  it  expected  by  Senators  on  the  other  side,  that 
we  are  to  keep  an  army  in  Mexico  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  thePuros?  He  thought  such  an  idea 
preposterous. 

The  only  way,  in  his  view,  was  to  retrace  our 
steps.  And  he  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  two  Houses  tojoin  in  a  resolution 
stating  what  ought  to  be  asked  for,and  what  would 
be  deemed  a  satisfactory  arrangement  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  difficulty.    Mr.  U!  having  concluded 

On  motion  ofMr.  TURNEY, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  February  11,  1848. 

The  Journal  having  been  read — 

Mr.  WICK  rose  and  said,  he  perceived  that,  on 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr. 
Cobb]  to  lay  the  motion  to  print  the  duakers' 
memorial  on  the  table  yesterday,  he  was  recorded 
as  having  voted  in  the  negative;  he  was  so  record- 
ed in  both  the  morning  papers.  As  he  was  not 
present  when  that  vote  was  taken,  and  did  not  enter 
the  Housa  for   three  hours  afterwards,  h«  kop*d 


the  Journal  would  be  so  corrected  as  to  show  that 
he  did  not  vote  at  all. 

The  Journal  was  corrected  accordingly. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  both  the  gen- 
tlemen composing  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills. 
were  absent;  and,  if  no  objections  were  made, 
he  would  now  supply  their  places  on  that  com- 
mittee by  appointing  two  others,  as  there  were 
several  enrolled  bills  which  required  examina- 
tion. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  SPEAKER  named" 
Mr.  Houston,  of  Delaware,  and  Mr.  Peck,  as  the 
Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills. 

Senate  bills  of  the  following  titles  lying  on  the 
Speaker's  table  were  taken  up,  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  appropriately  referred  : 

An  act  to  compensate  John  M.  Moore. 

An  act  authorizing  persons  to  whom  reserva- 
tions of  land  have  been  made  under  certain  Indian 
treaties  to  alienate  the  same  in  fee. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  George  Fisher,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Marvin  in  con- 
firming the  title  to  a  tract  of  land  in  Florida,  grant- 
ed by  the  Spanish  Government  to  Bernardo  Segui 
on  the  20th  December,  1815. 

An  act  for  the  increase  of  the  medical  staff  of 
the  army  for  a  limited  time. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jones  &  Boker. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Betsy  Mcintosh. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  issuing 
of  a  register  or  enrolment  to  the  schooner  Robert 
Henry  was  read  three  times,  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Senate. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting,  as  re- 
quired by  the  1st  section  of  the  act  of  March  2, 
1803,  an  abstract  of  the  returns  of  the  militia  of  the 
several  States,  with  their  names,  accoutrements, 
and  ammunition.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Militia. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  the 
following  message  from  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States: 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  7th  instant,  I  transmit  herewith 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

No  communication  has  been  received  from  Mex- 
ico, containing  projiositions  from  the  Mexican  au- 
thorities or  commissioners  for  a  treaty  of  peace, 
except  the  "counter  projet"  presented  by  the 
Mexican  commissioners  to  the  commissioner  of 
the  United  States  on  the  6th  of  September  last,  a 
copy  of  which,  with  the  documents  accompany- 
ing it,  I  communicated  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  on  the  2d  instant.  A  copy  of  my  commu- 
nication to  the  Senate,  embracing  this  "  projet," 
is  herewith  communicated. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  February  10,  1848. 

THE    PRIVATE    CALENDAR. 

Mr.  J.  A.  ROCKWELL  moved  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
private  calendar. 

Mr.  VINTON  gave  notice  that  if  that  motion 
did  not  prevail,  he  would  move  that  the  House  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  question  being  first  stated  upon  the  motion 
by  Mr.  Rockwell,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded and  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted — 
yeas  88,  nays  79. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  Pollock,  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  private  calendar. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Paul 
Jones  was  taken  up.  The  question  being  upon 
agreeing  to  certain  amendments  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims — 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  occupied  an  hour  in 
a  speech  against  the  bill,  moving  that  the  enacting 
clause  be  stricken  out. 

After  further  debate  by  Mr.  ROOT,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  bill,  and  Messrs  HOLMES,  of  South 
Carolina,  and  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  in 
Support  of  the  same,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  progress. 

On  motion,  it  was 

Orderci!,  That  when  the  House  adjourn,  it  bo  to  meet  on 
Monday  next. 

The  House  th«n  adjournsd. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  Febrtiar'tj^ll ,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
enclosing  a  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
calling  for  information  on  the  subject  of  duties  and 
imposts  levied  on  goods  and  merchandise  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  transported  to  Mexico; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  message  is 
as  follows: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
1st  instant,  requesting  to  be  informed  whether 
"  any  taxes,  duties,  or  imposts,"  have  been  "  laid 
and  collected"  "  upon  goods  and  merchandise  be- 
'  longing  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  exported 
'  by  such  citizens  from  the  United  States  to  Mex- 
'  ico;  and  if  so,  what  is  the  rate  of  such  duties, 
'  and  what  amount  has  been  collected,  and  also  by 
'  what  authority  of  law  the  same  have  been  laid 
'and  collected,"  I  refer  the  Senate  to  my  annual 
message  of  the  7th  of  December  last,  in  which  I 
informed  Congress  that  orders  had  been  given  to 
our  military  and  naval  commanders  in  Mexico  to 
adopt  the  policy,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  of  levying 
military  contributions  upon  the  enemy  for  the  sup- 
port of  our  army.  As  one  of  the  modes  adopted 
for  levying  such  contributions,  it  was  stated  in  that 
message  that — 

"  On  the  thirty-first  of  March  last,  I  caused  an  order  to  be 
issued  to  our  military  and  naval  commanders  to  levy  and 
collect  a  military  contrilmtion  upon  all  vessels  and  mer- 
chandise which  might  enter  any  of  the  ports  of  Mexico  in 
our  military  occupation,  and  to  apply  such  contributions 
towards  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  war.  By  virtue  of 
the  right  of  conquest,  and  the  laws  of  war,  the  conqueror, 
consulting  his  own  safety  or  convenience,  may  either  ex- 
clude foreign  commerce  altogether  from  all  such  ports,  or 
permit  it  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  he  may  pre- 
scribe. Before  the  principal  ports  of  Mexico  were  blockaded 
by  oui  navy,  the  revenue  derived  from  import  duties,  under 
the  laws  of  Mexico,  was  paid  into  the  Mexican  treasury. 
After  these  ports  had  fallen  into  our  military  possession,  the 
blockade  was  raised,  and  commerce  with  them  permitted 
upon  prescribed  terms  and  conditions.  They  were  open  to 
the  trade  of  all  nations,  upon  the  payment  of  duties  more 
moderate  in  their  amount  than  those  which  had  been  pre- 
viously levied  by  Mexico;  and  the  levenue,  which  was  for- 
merly paid  into  the  Mexican  treasury,  was  directed  to  be 
collected  by  our  military  and  naval  officers,  and  applied  to 
the  use  of  our  army  and  navy.  Care  was  taken  that  the 
officers,  soldiers,  and  sailors,  of  our  army  and  navy  should 
be  exempted  from  the  operations  of  the  order ;  and  as  the 
merchandise  imported  upon  which  the  order  operated  must 
be  consumed  by  Mexican  citizens,  the  contributions  exacted 
were,  in  effect,  the  seizure  of  the  public  revenues  of  Mexi- 
co, and  the  application  of  them  to  our  own  use.  In  direct- 
ing this  measure,  the  object  was  to  compel  the  enemy  to 
contribute,  as  far  as  practicable,  towards  the  expenses  of  the 
war." 

A  copy  of  the  order  referred  to,  with  the  docu- 
ments accompanying  it,  has  been  communicated  to 
Congress. 

The  order  operated  upon  the  vessels  and  mer- 
chandise of  all  nations,  whether  belonging  to  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  or  to  foreigners  arriving 
in  any  of  the  ports  in  Mexico  in  our  military  oc- 
cupation. The  contributions  levied  were  a  tax 
upon  Mexican  citizens,  who  were  the  consumers 
of  the  merchandise  imported.  But  for  the  permit 
or  license  granted  by  the  order,  all  vessels  and 
merchandise  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States  were  necessarily  excluded  from  all  com- 
merce with  Mexico  from  the  commencement  of 
the  war.  The  coasts  and  poris  of  Mexico  were 
ordered  to  be  placed  under  blockade  on  the  day 
Congress  declared  the  war  to  exist;  and  by  the 
laws  of  nations,  the  blockade  applied  to  the  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  to  the  vessels 
of  all  other  nations.  Plad  no  blockade  been  de- 
clared, or  had  any  of  our  merchant  vessels  entered 
any  of  the  ports  of  Mexico  not  blockaded,  they 
would  have  been  liable  to  be  seized  and  condemned 
as  lawful  prize  by  the  Mexican  authorities.  When 
the  order  was  issued,  it  operated  as  a  privilege  to 
the  vessels  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as  to  those 
of  foreign  countries,  to  enter  the  ports  held  by  our 
arms,  upon  prescribed  terms  and  conditions.  It 
was  altogether  optional  with  citizens  of  the  United 
States  and  foreigners  to  avail  themselves  ol'  the 
privilege  granted,  upon  the  terms  ])rcscribed.  Citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  and  foreigners  Jiave 
availed  themselves  of  these  privileges.  No  prin- 
ciple is  better  established  than  that'a  nation  at  war 
has  the  right  of  shifting  the  burden  off  itself,  and 
imposing  it  upon  the  enemy,  by  exacting  military 
contributions.  The  mode'of  making  such  exac- 
tions must  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  conqueror, 
but  it  should  be  exercised  in  a  manner  conformable 
to  the  rules  of  civilised  warfare, 
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The  rio'ht  to  levy  these  contributions  is  essential 
to  the  successful  prosecution  of  war  in  an  enemy's 
country,  anil  the  practice  of  nations  has  been  in 
accordance  with  this  principle.  It  is  as  clearly 
necessary  as  the  rigiit  to  fight  battles,  and  its  ex- 
ercise is  often  essential  to  the  subsistence  of  the 
army. 

Entertaining  no  doubt  that  the  military  right  to 
exclude  commerce  altogether  from  the  ports  of  the 
enemy  in  our  military  occupation,  included  the 
minor  right  of  admitting  it  under  prescribed  con- 
ditioi:s,  it  became  an  important  question,  at  the 
date  of  the  order,  whether  there  should  be  a  dis- 
crimination between  vessels  and  cargoes  belonging 
to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  vessels 
and  cargoes  belonging  to  neutral  nations.  Had 
the  vessels  and  cargoes  belonging  to  citizens  of  the 
United  States  beenadmitted  without  the  payment 
of  any  duty,  while  a  duty  was  levied  on  foreign 
vessels  and  cargoes,  the  object  of  the  order  would 
have  been  defeated.  The  whole  commerce  would 
have  been  conducted  in  American  vessels.  No 
contributions  could  have  been  collected,  and  the 
enemy  would  have  been  furnislied  with  goods 
without  the  exaction  from  him  of  any  contribution 
•whatever;  and  would  have  been  thus  benefited  by 
our  military  occupation,  instead  of  being  made  to 
feel  the  evils  of  the  war.  In  order  to  levy  these 
contributions,  and  to  make  them  available  for  the 
support  of  the  army,  it  became  therefore  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  they  should  be  collected  upon 
iniporls  into  Mexican  ports,  whether  in  vessels 
belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  or  to 
foreigners 

It  was  deemed  proper  to  extend  the  privilege 
to  vessels  and  their  cargoes  belonging  to  neutral 
nations.  It  has  been  my  policy,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  with  Mexico,  to  act  justly 
and  liberally  towards  all  neutral  nations,  and  to 
afford  to  them  no  just  cause  of  complaint;  and  we 
have  seen  the  good  consequences  of  this  policy  by 
the  ge'neral  satisfaction  which  it  has  given. 

In  answer  to  the  inquiry  contained  in  the  resolu- 
tion, as  to  the  rates  of  duties  imposed,  I  refer  you 
to  the  documents  which  accompanied  my  annual 
message  of  the  7th  of  December  last,  which  con- 
tain the  information. 

From  the  accompanying  repoj'ts  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  contributions  have  been  collected  on 
all  vessels  and  cargoes,  whether  American  or  for- 
eign; but  the  returns  to  the  departments  do  not 
show  with  exactness  the  amounts  collected  on 
American,  as  distinguishable  from  foreign,  vessels 
and  merchandise.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  February  10,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  also  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  from  the  War  Department  of  the 
Militia  returns  for  the  year  1847. 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 
Mr.  BREESE  presented  resolutions  from  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  favor  of  an  act 
to  indemnify  the  citizens  of  that  State  who  may 
have  suff'ered  by  Indian  depredations  in  the  Black 
Hawk  war;  which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  petition  from 
Colonel  Richard  M.  Johnson,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  buildings  erected  by  him  for  the  Choctaw 
academy;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  West  Florida,  asking  that  the  public 
lands  may  be  divided  and  disposed  of  to  citizens  of 
the  United  States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pul)lic  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  MILLER  presented  a  petition  from  Heze- 
kiah  L.  Thi.stle,  setting  forth  alleged  injustice  on 
the  ])urt  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Patent  Office, 
in  relation  to  a  patent;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  a  petition  from  Mid- 
Bhif)tnan  Rogers,  asking  remuneration  for  losses  in 
money  and  sufferings  during  acaf)tivity  in  Mexico, 
■while  making  his  escape,  &c. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said:  I  have  the  honor  to  pre- 
sent the  memorial  of  Passed  Midshipirian  Rogers, 
asking  compensation  for  lo.^scs  and  injuries  re- 
ceived in  the  service  of  his  country.  11  is  memo- 
rial is  couched  in  terms  as  modest  and  unassuming 
us  they  are  respectful  to  Congress,  and  glances  at 
the  leading  incidents  of  an  eventful  ^tory  of  daring 
enterprise  and  heroic  fortitude,  in  captivity  and 
iliatress,  to  which   there  can  scarcely  be  found  a 


parallel  in  the  annals  of  the  war.     I  shall  ask  of 
the  Senate  that  this  memorial  be  printed,  in  order  , 
that  he  may  have  the  full  benefit  of  his  own  state- 
ment; and  I  now  propose  to  make  a  few  remarks 
in  relation  to  the  claim  which  he  presents,  for  the 
purpose  of  drawing  the  attention  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and    the 
members  of  it,  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  because  I 
suppose  that  is  the  committee  to  whom  the  memo- 
rial may  most   appropriately  be   referred.     This 
young  officer  was  one  of  the  daring  few  who,  in 
the  month  of  November,  1846,  were  distinguished 
for  cutting  out  and  destroying  the  Mexican  barque 
"  Creole,"  then  moored  under  the  guns  and  fasten- 
ed to  the  walls  of  the  fortress  of  San  Juan  de  Ulua. 
Subsequently  to  the  destruction  of  that  vessel,  the 
naval  commander  under  whom  Mr.  Rogers  served, 
was  desirous  that  a  reconnoissance  should  be  made 
of  the  localities  in  the  vicinity  of  Vera  Cruz,  as 
well  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  a  land  attack  as  of 
de;?troying  the  enemy's  depot  of  ammunition,  and 
this  young  sailor  volunteered  with  a  few  others — 
a  small  boat's  crew — to  perform  this  dangerous 
service.     On    three    successive    nights   this    small 
party  penetrated  the  dense  chaparral  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  city  of  Vera  Cruz,  made  a  complete 
reconnoissance   of  all   the  objects   of  importance 
which  they  were  sent  to  examine,  and  afterwards 
reported  complete  drawings  of  ihe  localities  around 
the  city,  which  were  held  by  General  Worth  to 
be  of  great  value,  as  he  occupied,  in  the  invest- 
ment of  the  city,  the  particular  spot  which  was  the 
subject  of  this  investigation.     It  was  during  this 
reconnoissance,  on  the  last  night  of  it,  that  Mr. 
Rogers  was  captured  by  a  band  of  Mexican  guards; 
and  his  capture  was  undoubtedly  owing  to  his  own 
generous   impulse  in  saving  a  brother  officer.     On 
that  occasion   he  narrowly  escaped   death'  at  the 
moment  of  his  capture,  in  consequence  of  the  ex- 
asperated feelings  of  the  Mexicans  consequent  on 
the  destruction  of  the  "  Creole.''     He  was  carried 
that  night  to  prison  in  Vera  Cruz,  where  he  re- 
mained four  days  and  nights  without  sustenance, 
in   a  cell  swarming  with  vermin,  and  where  the 
only  intelligence  that  reached  him  was,  that  he  had 
been   condemned   to   death   as  a  spy,   by  a  civil 
tribunal,  the  sole  evidence  offered  before  it  being 
to  the  efl'ect,  that  he  was  the  leader  of  the  party  en- 
gaged in  cutting  out  and  destroying  the  "Creole." 
He  then  remained  in  constant  expectation  of  death 
for  many  weeks;  and   when,  as   he   thought,  his 
death-summons  was  coming,  his  only  answer  to  it 
was  the  request,  that  he  might  avoid  the  Mexican 
mode  of  killing  a  man  behind  his  back,  and  meet 
death  as  an  American,  who  could  look  it  in  the 
face.     He  remained  in  that  slate  of  suspense  for  a 
long  period,  his  imprisonment  at  Vera  Cruz  last- 
ing for  three  months.   For  some  reason,  the  bloody 
sentence  which  had  been  recorded  against  him  was 
never  executed,  and  a  military  commission  was 
ordered  to  sit  upon  his  case.    When  General  Scott 
was  advancing  to  invest  Vera  Cruz,  Mr.  Rogers 
was  marched  on  foot  from  that  city  to  Perote,  and 
confined  in  the  noxious  cells  of  that  fortress.     As 
the  American  army  advanced  into  Mexico,  he  was 
again  removed,  and  conveyed  to  Puebla.     All  his 
property  had  been  lost  in  the  wreck  of  the  Somers; 
and    that  which  was  conferred   upon   him   by  the 
hand  of  friendship  or  charity,  was  taken  from  him 
by  the  robbers;  whilst   his  life  was    at   the  same 
time  in  constant  peril  from  the  excited  state  of  pub- 
lic feeling  against  our  countrymen.    At  a  short  dis- 
tance from  Puebla  the  incensed  rabble  stoned  him, 
and   on   that   occasion,  also,  he  narrowly  escaped 
death.     Owing  to  this  excited  state  of  public  feel- 
ing, his  guard  was  comjielled  to  remain  with  him 
within   a  league  of  Puebla  till   midnight,  lest    he 
should  be  torn  to  pieces  by  the  exasperated  popu- 
lace in    the    city.     When  taken  to  Puebla,  in  so 
great  peril  was  he,  that  the  foreign  residents  of  that 
State  interceded  in  his  behalf,  and  obtained  an  or- 
der for  Jtis  removal  to  the  city  of  Mexico.     In  rags 
and  wretchedness  he  was  marched   to  the  capital, 
where  he  remained  a  prisoner, until  intelligence  of 
the  battle  of  Cerro  Gordo  arrived,  when  General 
Santa  Anna,  the  hero  of  the  Alamo,  ordered  his 
victim  to  be  conveyed  still  further  into  the  interior. 
Knowing  that  death  would  be  the  consetiuence  of 
that  removal,  he  made  a  successful  effort  to  escape. 
Always  in  infinite  jieril,  he  made  his  way  in  Mexi- 
can disguise,  being  often  subjected  to  examination 
from  bands  of  guerrillas  and  Mexican  guards,  until 
he   reached  the  plains  which  led  him  to  Puebla, 
where  General  Scott  was  preparing,  with  his  vic- 


torious army,  to  advance  upon  the  city  of  Mexico. 
From  his  knowledge  of  the  localities  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Mexico,  and  the  numbers  and  condition  of 
the  Mexican  forces,  Mr.  Rogers  was  now  enabled 
to  give  valuable  information  to  the  commander-in- 
chief;  and  his  character  for  courage  and   intelli- 
gence being  well  known,  he  was  employed   as  a 
volunteer  aid-de-camp  by  General  Pillow,  and  in 
all  the  bloody  actions  which  succeeded  he  was  dis- 
tinguished  as  amongst  the  bravest  of  the  brave. 
The  despatches  of  the  commanding  general,  whose 
aid  he  was,  fully  attest  his  character  for  skill  and 
gallantry,   and   recommend  him   in   the  strongest 
terms  to  the  notice  of  the  commander-in-chief,  be- 
stowing upon  him  as  high  culogiums  as  on  any 
other  officer  of  his  division.     Engaged  in  all  the 
other  actions  in  the  field,  Mr.  Rogers  was  particu- 
larly distinguished  for  his  conduct,  as  his  brother 
officers   relate,  in    the   storming   of  Chapul tepee, 
where  he  was  one  of  the  seven  who  first  mounted 
the  walls  of  that  fortress,  and  planted  the  standard 
of  his  country  over  "  the  halls  of  the  Montezu- 
mas."     The  sailor  has   now  returned  from    the 
wars,  but  no  brevet  commission  awaits  him,  be- 
cause the  deck  was  not  the  field  of  his  fame.     He 
has  earned  his  laurels  upon  the  land;  butalthoutrh 
promotion   may  not  attend   him    for   the   service 
which  he  performed  upon  land,  his  claims  for  jus- 
tice are  strengthened  by  this  service;  and  the  only 
object  which  I  have  in  view  on  this  occasion  is,  to 
commend  his  claims  for  sheer  justice  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
I  think  that  a  stronger  case  could  scarcely  be  pre- 
sented for  the  consideration  of  an  American  Con- 
gress.    I  do  not  undertake  to  point  out  the  mode 
or  measure  of  redress  which  the  caae  demands.     I 
leave  that  to  the  ability,  the  patriotism,  the  benevo- 
lence of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Military  Committee. 
We  all  unite   in  commendation   of  those  of  our 
countrymen  who  have  been  distinguished  in  this 
war.     We   are   accustomed  to    rejoice    over   the 
achievements  of  our  countrymen  in  Mexico,  with- 
out  reference-  to    party  distinctions.     When  the 
gallant   dead  are  brought  from    Mexico   to  their 
home,  we  follow  the  hearse,  "  the  war-horse  and 
the  muffled  drum,"  and  unite  in  signifying  to  the 
world  that  the  whole  nation  sorrows  for  the  fallen. 
I  hope  that  the  same  feeling  which  is  so  success- 
fully invoked  in  behalf  of  the  memory  of  the  gal- 
lant dead  may  be  manifested  to  the  living,  and  that 
when  the  pensioner  shall  return  from  Mexico — the 
crippled  and  war-worn  soldier — claiming  his  dues, 
we  shall  be  ready  to  award  to  them  just  compen- 
sation for  the  services  which  they  have  rendered 
to  their  country.     I  hope  it  may  never  be  said  of 
us — 

"  How  proiul  tliey  can  press  to  the  funeral  array 
or  liiiii  whom  tiiey  shunned  in  liis  sickness  and  sorrow  ; 
And  bailiffs  may  seize  his  last  blanket  to-day. 
Whose  pall  shall  be  borne  up  by  statesmen  to-morrow  !" 

I  move  that  the  memorial  be  printed,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Military  AflTairs. 

The  reference  to  the  committee  was  then  unani- 
mously ordered. 

xMr.  HALE.  The  other  day,  a  memorial  was 
presented  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  CoRwiv]  in  favor  of  peace,  and  the  Senate, 
as  I  understand,  on  the  score  of  economy,  refused 
to  allow  it  to  be  printed.  On  a  subsequent  day, 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davis]  pre- 
sented amemorial  coming  from  the  large  and  highly 
respectable  body  of  Friends  in  the  New  England 
States,  very  brief  and  respectful,  praying  tiiat 
measures  might  be  taken  to  bring  about  a  speedy 
peace.  It  was  also  refused  to  print  that  memorial, 
on  the  ground  of  expense.  1  hope  that  the  same 
rule  will  be  applied  to  those  memorials  which  ask 
for  action  in  favor  of  war,  or  of  those  who  have 
performed  what  are  styled  meritorious  services  in 
war.  I  hope  that  we  will  show  some  uniformity 
of  action  in  regard  to  this  matter;  so  that  if  those 
memorials  asking  foraction  which  seems  to  imply 
approbation  of  the  principles  avowed  in  them  in 
favor  of  the  war,  be  printed,  the  Senate  will  not 
refuse  the  same  measure  of  justice  to  memorials 
which  come  not  from  private  "individuals,  but  large 
bodies  of  Christians,  asking  the  Government  to  do 
something  towards  the  restoration  of  peace.  For 
this  reason,  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  printing  tliis  memorial. 

Mr.  TURNEY.  I  think  it  is  necessary  to  take 
in  this  instance  the  couisc  which  has  been  hereto- 
fore adopted  in  similar  cases.  I  mov8  5^  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 
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The  motion  to  print  was  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Priming- 
Mr.  YULEE  expressed  a  wish  to  take  up  the 
resolutions  submitted  by  him  as  a  substitute  for 
the  resohitions  laid  on  the  table  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Dickinson.]  He  had  in- 
tended to  postpone  the  remarks  which  he  proposed 
to  make  on  these  resolutions  until  the  close  of  the 
discussion  on  the  ten-regiment  bill;  but  as  there 
was  no  time  fixed  for  the  termination  of  that  de- 
bate, he  would  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate 
to  permit  him  to  give  his  views  on  the  subject  now, 
before  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

After  some  conference  with  the  Senators  round 
him,  Mr.  Y.  said  he  would  forego  his  intention  at 
this  time,  as  the  morning  hour  had  nearly  expired; 
but  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  allow  him  the  privi- 
lege on  Monday  morning. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Aftairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appro- 
£riation   for  the  construction  of  fortifications  at  Proctor's 
anding,  on  Lake  Borgne,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  obtaining 
of  testimony  in  relation  to  claims  for  losses  in  the 
late  war  in  Florida;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  giving  effect  to  cer- 
tain treaty  stipulations  between  this  and  foreign 
governments,  for  the  apprehension  and  delivering 
up  of  certain  offenders;  which  was  read  a  first 
time. 

Mr.  DAYTON  then  gave  notice  that  he  should, 
at  an  early  day,  ask  for  the  action  of  the  Senate 
on  this  bill. 

Mr.  CASS,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Cald- 
well. 

Mr,  CASS,  from  the  same  committee,  reported, 
without  amendment,  the  joint  resolutions  from  the 
House,  giving  the  thanks  of  the  country  to  Major 
General  Scott,  and  the  officers  of  the  army  under 
his  command;  and,  also,  to  Major  General  Tay- 
lor, and  the  officers  serving  under  his  command. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  these  resolutions  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  they  were  reported  for 
a  third  reading;  and  the  question  being  on  their 
passage — 

Mr.  HALE  said,  I  have  no  disposition  to  tres- 
pass on  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  but  I  cannot  suf- 
fer the  question  to  be  taken  without  expressing  the 
grounds  of  my  opposition  to  the  passage  of  this 
resolution.  In  doing  so  1  have  no  object  in  view 
■except  to  manifest  consistent  opposition  to  the  war 
in  all  its  phases — in  all  its  aspects — and  in  what- 
ever way  it  can  be  presented.  I  feel  constrained, 
to  record  my  vote  against  the  passage  of  this  reso- 
lution, because  I  cannot,  by  any  possibility,  by 
any  sophistry,  separate  in  my  mind  a  vote  of 
thank\to  those  officers  for  the  agency  which  they 
have  had  in  the  war,  from  an  approval  of  the  war 
in  which  they  are  engaged.  I  do  not  propose,  at 
this  time,  to  repeat  to  the  Senate  my  convictions 
as  to  the  character  of  this  war,  because  I  have 
already  sufficiently  expressed  those  convictions. 
1  desire  only  to  vindicate  the  propriety  of  the 
course  which  I  propose  to  take  upon  this  occasion. 
Let  me  invite  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  pro- 
ceeding parallel  to  this  which  occurred  in  the  Brit- 
ish Parliament,  on  a  proijosition  to  thank  the 
officers  engaged  in  the  American  war  for  the  ser- 
vices which  they  had  rendered  to  the  mother  coun- 
try against  the  people  of  the  colonies.  By  refer- 
ence to  the  "  British  Annual  Register,"  we  find, 
that  on  the  27th  of  November,  17S1,  a  motion  was 
made  in  the  House  of  Commons  that  the  thank-s 
of  the  House  should  be  given  to  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton, Knight  of  the  Bath,  for  the  important  services 
rendered  by  him  and  troops  under  his  command, 
in  the  reduction  of  Charleston;  and  that  the  thanks 
of  that  House  should  also  be  given  to  Earl  Corn- 
wallis,  for  the  signal  a(j^d  meritorious  services  he 
had  done  to  his  country,  by  the  most  glorious 
victory  obtained  by  him  over  the  American  rebels 
at  Camden: 

"  Mr.  Willces  declared,  that  )ie  thought  it  his  duty  to  op- 
pose the  motion,  as  originally. introduced,  respecting  only 
Lord  Cornwallis,  and  all  the  subsequent  amendment-^,  be- 
cau^ic,  in  hi.s  idea,  every  part  of  it  conveyed  an  approl>ation 
of  the  American  war — a  war  nnfoiuided  in  principle,  and 
fatal  in  its  consequences  to  lliis  country.  He  had  condemned 
it,  he  said,  at  the  beginning,  and  had  regularly  opposed  its 


proiiressin  every  stage,  both  in  and  out  of  Parliament.  The 
eminent  ami  very  important  services  to  his  Majesty  and  this 
country,  mentioned  in  the  motion,  he  entirely  disapproved, 
and  consequently  should  withhold  his  thanks  and  gratitude, 
where  he  did  not  think  them  wanted,  in  a  war  of  glaring 
injustice  and  wretched  policy." 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  Fox  addressed  the  House; 
and  I  beg  to  read  a  short  extract  from  the  report 
of  the  debate: 

"  He  allowed  the  merits  of  the  officers  now  in  qi^stion, 
hut  he  made  a  distinction  between  thanks  and  praise.  He 
might  admire  their  valor,  bu'  he  could  not  separate  the  in- 
tention from  the  action;  they  were  united  in  his  mind; 
there  they  formed  one  whole  ;  and  he  would  not  attempt  to 
divide  them.  He  would  not  vote  the  thanks  of  the  House 
to  any  admiral,  while  the  navy  of  England  was  in  such  bad 
hands." 

It  seems  to  me  that  that  is  the  only  consistent 
course  of  action  for  those  who  disapprove  of  this 
war,  in  all  its  stages  and  aspects,  and  in  every  pos- 
sible way  in  which  it  can  be  presented.  I  hold 
that  that  is  the  only  consistent  ground  for  those 
who  maintain  that  this  war  has  been  wrong  in  its 
beginning,  wrong  in  its  prosecution,  wrong  in  the 
objects  to  which  it  looks,  and  wrong  in  the  means 
by  which  it  is  hoped  to  attain  those  objects.  En- 
tertaining such  a  view  of  duty  on  this  occasion,  I 
cannot  give  thanks  to  anybody  for  any  agency  in 
this  war,  except  such  agency  as  tends  to  bring  it 
to  an  immediate  termination.  Any  judicious  ef- 
forts, here  or  elsewhere,  to  bring  this  war  to  a 
close — to  a  speedy  and  honorable  close — will  com- 
mand my  earnest  and  most  cardial  thanks;  but  I 
have  no  thanks  to  offer  those  who  have  been  «iti- 
ployed  in  the  prosecution  of  a  war  which  I  believe 
to  be  thus  unjust  from  its  commencement.  Nor 
can  I  accede  to  another  proposition  which  I  have 
heard  maintained  with  a  good  deal  of  energy  here 
and  elsewhere — that  an  officer  of  the  army  or  navy 
has  no  discretion — that  he  is  a  mere  machine  of 
the  Administration — that  it  is  to  say,  "  go,"  and  he 
goeth,  "come,"  and  hecometh,  without  attaching 
to  himself  any  share  of  moral  responsibility  for 
the  character  of  the  transaction  in  which  he  is  en- 
gaged. I  do  not  believe  in  any  such  doctrine.  I 
do  not  believe  that  officers  of  the  army  or  navy  are 
such  machines,  and  that  by  receiving  commissions 
in  either  service  they  divest  themselves  of  all  re- 
sponsibility for  the  character  of  the  transactions  in 
which  they  may  be  engaged  in  pursuance  of  the 
orders  which  they  receive.  Tiiere  is  one  bright 
page  in  the  history  of  the  English  army,  which  I 
think  might,  with  great  propriety,  be  commended 
to  the  thoughtful  consideration  of  every  gentleman 
who  thus  represents  the  officers  of  the  army  as  irre- 
sponsible machines.  It  is  found  in  the  history  of 
the  Earl  of  Effingham,  a  distinguished  officer  of 
the  British  army,  and  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Peers.  He  was  the  colonel  of  a  regiment  in  the 
British  service,  when  he  received  orders  to  join 
the  army,  about  to  embark  for  America,  and  fight 
the  rebels  at  Charleston  and  Camden.  Flis  con- 
duct on  that  occasion  was  worthy  of  all  commend- 
ation; afld  would  to  God  that  we  had  had  some  one 
who,  inheriting  a  portion  of  his  spirit  when  the 
order  of  this  Administration  was  issued,  directing 
the  advance  of  the  troops  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
would  have  followed  so  illustrious  an  example! 
The  story  is  briefly  told  in  the  "Annual  Register" 
for  the  year  1776,  and  with  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate  I  will  read  it: 

"The  Earl  of  EHingham,  whose  military  genius  had  led 
him,  when  a  youth,  iiito  the  army,  and  had  since  prompted 
him  to  ripen  theory  into  experience  wherever  real  service 
was  to  be  found,  by  acting  as  avolunteer  in  the  war  between 
the  Russians  and  Turks,  had,  since  his  return,  as  a  peer  in 
Parliament,  uniformly  opposed  the  whole  system  of  meas- 
ures pursued  against  the  Americans,  and  finding,  at  length, 
that  the  regiment  in  which  he  served  was  intended  for  the 
American  service,  thought  it  inconsistent  with  his  charac- 
ter, and  unbecoming  of  his  dignity,  to  enforce  measures  with 
his  sword,  which  he  had  so  utterly  condemned  in  his  legisla- 
tive capacity.  He  accordingly  wrote  a  lett('r  of  resignation  to 
the  Secretary  at  War,  in  which,  having  declared  the  cheer- 
fulness with  which  he  would  sacrifice  life  and  fortune  in 
support  of  the  safety,  honor,  and  dignity,  of  his  Majesty's 
crown  and  person,  he  observed,  that  the  same  principles 
which  had  inspired  him  with  these  unalterable  sentiments 
of  duty  and  affection  to  the  King,  would  not  sufler  him  to  be 
instrumental  in  depriving  any  part  of  his  people  of  those  lib- 
erties which  form  the  best  security  for  their  fidelity  and 
obedience  to  his  Government.  He  expressed  the  deepest 
regret  and  gieatest  mortification  at  being  obliged  to  quit  a 
profession  which  had  been  that  of  his  ancestois  for  many 
ages,  to  the  study  and  practice  of  which  from  childhood  his 
past  life  had  been  applied,  and  his  future  intemionally  dedi- 
cated ;  and  that  as  he  waived  the  advantage  which  the  cus- 
tom of  the  service  entitled  him  to,  the  right  of  selling  what 
he  had  bought,  he  intreated,  that  he  might  be  allowed  to 
retain  his  rank  in  the  army,  that  whenever  the  envy  or 
ambition  of  foreign  powers  should  require  it,  he  might  be 
enabled  to  serve  his  Majesty  and  his  country  in  that  way  in 


which,  of  all  others,  he  thought  himsjclf  best  calculated  to 
do  it  with  effect." 

That  was  the  course  taken  by  that  distinguished 
officer  of  the  British  army  when  he  received  orders 
from  the  Crown  toeivibark  on  a  service  which  did 
not  commend  itself  to  his  moral  Sentiments.  If 
there  could  have  been  found  within  the  ranks  of  the 
American  army,  an  officer  entertaining  such  ex- 
alted ideas  of  duty  and  dignity  as  that — who  did 
not  merge  the  man  in  the  officer,  and  who  could 
have  told  the  Administration  that  he  respected  his 
own  convictions  of  truth  and  duty,  and  could  not 
yield  obedience  to  an  arbitrary  mandate,  I  would 
have  thanked  him,  and  thanked  God  that  he  had 
given  us  such  a  man.  But  I  can  record  no  vote 
of  thanks  to  any  of  the  officers  of  this  army,  hav- 
ing been  engaged  in  a  contest  which  every  feeling 
of  my  heart,  and  every  dictate  of  my  judgment 
condemns.  The  resolution  speaks  of  glory.  That 
glory  I  look  upon  as  our  shame!  We  have  won 
no  glory  in  this  war  which  I  desire  to  share,  for 
it  has  been  acquired  in  a  cause  which  I  believe  has 
not  been  sustained  by  justice,  and  there  can  be  no 
glory  without  justice.  There  can  be  glitter  and 
there  can  be  glare,  but  no  glory  separate  from  truth j 
righteousness,  and  justice;  and  believing  that  the 
wliole  of  this  transaction,  from  beginning  to  end, 
instead  of  adding  anything  to  our  national  glory, 
has  detracted  from  it — that  instead  of  clothing  our 
national  character  with  just  renown,  it  has  ren- 
dered our  name  a  shame  and  a  reproach  to  the 
friends  of  free  principles  wherever  the  history  of 
our  doings  in  Mexico  are  known — I  must,  as  one 
humble  individual,  withhold-now  and  forever  any 
vote  of  thanks  or  approbation  to  those  who  have 
been  instrumental  in  carrying  on  that  war. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  differ  very  much  on 
this  subject  from  the  gentleman  who  has  just  taken 
his  seat;  and  the  remarks  which  he  has  made  give 
me  an  opportunity  of  placing  myself  right  before 
the  Senate  and  elsewhere.  I  believe,  as  he  does, 
that  this  war  was  improperly  and  unconstitution- 
ally commenced.  But  does  it  follow,  because  I 
entertain  that  opinion,  that  the  officers  and  soldiers 
engaged  under  the  direction  of  the  Government 
are  not  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  the  country  fof 
the  performance  of  their  duty.'  Upon  what  ground 
has  the  gentleman  before  me  placed  it.?  He  gave 
an  instance  of  an  English  officer,  who,  sooner  than 
draw  the  swoi'd  in  execution  of  the  orders  of  his 
Government,  resigned  his  post.  Does  that  apply 
to  the  soldiers  who  enlist  during  the  war,  or  foy 
five  years.'  Can  they  resign  ?  No.  Their  hands 
are  tied.  They  are  compelled  to  obey  the  orders 
of  their  officers;  and  would  the  gentleman  erect  a 
different  standard  of  honor  for  the  soldier  in  the 
ranks  and  the  officer  who  commands.'  The  British  I 
officer -to  whom  he  alluded  might  have  had  an  es- 
tate to  which  to  retire;  the  circumstances  in  which 
he  was  placed  may  have  enabled  him  to  take  the 
course  which  he  did;  but  not  so  in  regard  to  the 
officers  of  our  army.  I  ask,  then,  if  the  position  of 
the  gentleman  involves  anything  more  than  this: 
that  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  are  to 
obey  orders  according  as  they  may  conceive  them 
to  comport  with  moral  principles  or  not.'  If  that 
is  to  be  the  rule,  what  is  to  be  the  condition  of  the 
government  of  the  army  .'  It  amounts  to  a  disso- 
lution of  that  government  at  once.  My  position 
as  a  legislator  is  one  thing.  I  act  upon  principle; 
I  attempt  to  give  such  a  diiection  to  public  affairs 
as,  in  my  judgment,  right  principle  demands.  But 
as  a  citizen,  I  am  bound  to  yield  obedience  to  the 
law.  After  the  legislature  has  acted,  it  is  the  duty 
of  the  citizen  to  comply  with  the  legislative  pre- 
scriptions. I  have  always  repudiated  the  idea  of 
an  inferior  tribunal,  executive  or  legislative,  setting 
itself  up  to  expound  the  law,  and  act  just  as  it 
understands  the  requii-ementsoftheca.se,  as  being 
entirely  opposed  to  republican  principles,  and  the 
good  order  of  society.  I  think,  that  if  this  Legis- 
lature should  express  its  determination  to  conquer 
the  whole  of  Mexico,  the  citizens  would  be  bound 
to  submit.  As  a  legislator,  I  would  feel  it  to  be 
my  duty  to  oppose  to  the  very  utmost  such  a 
determination.  But  if  it  were  once  so  decided, 
constitutionally  or  unconstitutionally,  there  would 
then  be  nothing  left  but  submission.  It  would  be 
my  duty  to  submit  in  that  case.  How  is  it  with 
the  army.'  The  army  is  bound  to  execute  the 
orders  of  the  Government;  and  if  it  execute  them 
in  the  gallant  style  which  has  characterized  the 
operations  of  our  troops  in  Mexico,  it  is  entitled 
to  the  thanks  of  every  man  whose  heart  beats  with 
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worthy  impulses.  It  lias  been  remarked  here,  and 
I  think  with  great  truth  and  propriety,  that  the 
honor  which  the  army  has  won  has  given  strenstli 
to  tlie  country,  aiul  that  that  is  perhaps  the  only 
thing  which  we  have  gained  by  tliis  war;  and  that, 
but  for  the  acquisition  of  honor  by  the  army,  the 
whole  war,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  instead 
of  being  matter  of  exultation,  would  have  been 
the  subject  of  lasting  lamentation.  I  therefore 
think  it  to  be  my  duty  to  vote  cheerfully  for  this 
resolution,  and  to  accord  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  tiie  army  my  thanks  for  the  manner  in  which 
they  have  performed  their  duty.  The  war  lias 
not  been  their  act;  they  arc  tiie  mere  agents  of  the 
Executive  in  carrying  on  the  war. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  am  somewhat  astonished  at  the 
views  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire. Yet,  perhaps  I  ought  not  to  be  astonished 
this  morning'-  at  the  views  which  he  has  expressed, 
when  I  refer  to  the  peculiar  oj^inions  which  he  in- 
troduced on  another  subject  a  few  days  since.  We 
are  now  making  materials  for  history;  and  the 
gentleman  from  New  Flampshire  has  maintained 
that,  instead  of  returning  our  thank's  to  the  officers 
and  men  I'or  their  good  conduct,  gallantry  and  skill 
in  the  operations  of  this  war,  not  under  the  orders 
of  the  President,  but  under  th^  national  flag,  they 
should  be  regarded  by  us  as  deserving  the  lasting 
rejiroach  of  history.  Wliere  does  the  gentleman 
learn  his  lessons  upon  subjects  of  this  kind?  Am 
I,  here  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales,  to  be 
told  that  those  wlio  have  fallen  in  consequence  of 
yielding  obedience  to  the  dictates  of  patriotism  are 
to  have  reproach  and  infamy  cast  upon  theirgraves.' 
Am  I  to  be  told  that  those  who  have  obeyed,  per- 
haps reluctantly  obeyed,  the  oiders  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief in  embarking  in  this  war,  are  not 
entitled  to  our  thanks  for  maintaining  the  honor, 
the  historical  reputation  of  this  country  abroad .' 
And  yet,  such  are  the  sentiments  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Hampshire.  I  solemnly  believe 
that  General  Taylor,  more,  perhaps,  than  any 
other  single  individual  in  this  country,  is  entitled 
to  our  thanks  for  saving  the  lives  not  only  of  his 
own  troops,  but  the  lives  of  those  sent  on  this  ex- 
pedition. Every  battle  that  was  fought,  it  seems 
to  me,  resulted  almost  in  a  miraculous  escape 
from  the  overwhelming  disaster  which  seemed  to 
be  impending  over  our  army.  If  he  had  failed  at 
Buena  Vista,  it  is  almost  certain  that  the  troops 
under  command  of  General  Scott  would  have  been 
destroyed  by  the  IMexican  hosts  which  surrounded 
them;  and  I  yet  am  told  that  those  who  saved  the 
lives  of  our  troops — who  went  forth  under  our 
national  flag,  are,  by  the  solemn  judgment  of  the 
Senate,  to  be  condemned,  because,  when  ordered  to 
pass  into  the  enemy's  country,  witli  craven  indif- 
ference to  honor — in  traitorous  violation  of  their 
duty — theydid  not  retire  and  give  up  their  com- 
missions! Yes,  the  gentleman  would  have  had 
those  officers  to  resign  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  I 
believe  his  doctrine  goes  so  fav,  and  that  it  would 
be  consistent  with  his  notions,  that  the  officers  and 
men  should  receive  pay  whilst  they  are  guarding 
garrisons,  but  retire  the  moment  that  the  oi-der  to 
encounter  the  perils  of  war  was  issued.  Accord- 
ing to  his  idea,  they  are  to  be  judges  of  the  justice 
and  propriety  of  the  war.  I  do  not  know,  how- 
ever, that  the  ideas  which  the  gentleman  has  just 
now  expressed,  are  at  all  different  from  some  which 
I  heard  the  other  day,  and  to  which  I  shall  now 
take  the  opportunity  to  advert.  The  very  first 
remark  which  I  heard  from  that  gentleman  in  this 
Senate  House  was  to  maintain  that  whilst  science 
in  adventurous  experiment  was  soaring  to  heaven, 
and  making  discoveries  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth, 
refuting  the  iVlosaic  cosmogony,  he  was  not  allow- 
ed to  present  memorials  on  your  table  for  the  sui- 
cide of  this  Confederacy.  Such  was  the  doctrine 
then  maintained  by  the  gentleman:  that  he  was  for- 
bidden to  present  on  your  table  memorials  and  pe- 
titions whfch,  if  they  had  l)fen  acted  upon,  would 
have  resulted  in  the  immediate,  infamous,  suicide 
of  ihi.s  Confedfracy.  Wlial  dirl  the  gentleman  then 
maintam?  Nothing  at  all  difierent  from  that  which 
he  now  aasert.s:  that  one  [lortionof  this  Confede- 
racy should  have  the  liberty  of  presontin,"-  memo- 
rials of  that  kind,  to  alter  the  Conslitutiotr,  so  that 
one  portion  of  the  Confederacy  should  be  deprived 
of  those  guarantees  under  which  it  entered  the 
Union.  I  recollect  one  of  the  remarks  made  by 
the  gentleman  on  that  occasion,  and  I  hope  he  will 
pardon  m«  for  quoting  his  cla.s.sic  language.  He 
said  that  he  had  learned  in  Yankee  school-books 


not  only  to  spell  words,  but  to  understand  their 
meaning.  I  believe  he  said  that  so  far  as  regards 
one  portion  of  the  Confederacy — at  least  that  was 
the  tendency  of  his  remarks  —  it  should  be  put 
under  ban  of  the  condemnation  of  the  other; 
and  that  it  was  correct  in  a  representative  of  the 
Federal  Government — I  mean  the  Secretary  of 
State — to  protest  against  the  interference  of  British 
power,  so  far  as  it  affected  only  that  portion  of  the 
ConfiiKleracy.  Let  me  ask  him,  suppose  the  prop- 
osition had  been  made  to  introduce  slaves  into 
New  Hampshire  to  the  exclusion  of  others,  and 
to  settle  the  Maine  boundary  with  a  view  to  do  so, 
would  he  or  would  he  not  have  invoked  the  Fed- 
eral powers  to  protect  that  portion  of  the  Confed- 
eracy.' But  perhaps,  sir,  I  am  now  going  beyond 
the  legitimate  limits  of  the  present  question.  I 
protest  against  this  attempt  to  cast  contumely 
and  reproach  upon  the  officers  and  soldiers  who 
have  obeyed  the  orders  of  this  Government,  and 
who  deserve  the  lasting  approbation  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  CASS.  As  it  appears  to  be  probable  that 
this  discussion  may  be  prolonged,  and  the  hour 
for  taking  up  the  special  order  has  already  passed, 
1  move  that  the  resolution  be  passed  by  informally. 
Several  Senators.  Oh!  no.  Let  it  be  acted 
upon  now. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  (in  his  seat.)  Let  it  be  passed 
over  informally. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan  withdraw  his  motion  .•' 

Mr.  CASS.  I  believe  not,  Mr.  President.  I 
think  I  must  adhere  to  it. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  desire  only  to  say  a  few  words 
personal  to  myself. 

Mr.  CASS.  If  the  Senator  desires  to  make  a 
personal  explanation,  certainly  I  have  no  objection 
to  withdrawing  the  motion. 

Mr.  HALE.  The  honorable  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  says  that  I  have  undertaken  to  cast  oblo- 
quy upon  the  officers  of  the  Atnerican  army.  I 
certainly  have  said  no  such  thing — I  have  intended 
no  such  thing.  I  said  that  the  officers  engaged  in 
this  war  could  never  have  my  thanks.  I  could  not 
thank  them  for  anything  they  had  done,  because  it 
was  impossible,  in  my  mind,  to  separate  the  actors 
in  the  war  from  the  war  itself.  Then,  simply  with 
the  view  of  showing  that  I  was  not  without  prece- 
dent in  my  course,  I  referred  to  a  fact  in  history, 
drawing  no  inferences  whatever  from  it.  The 
severe  philippic  which  the  honorable  Senator  has 
thought  proper  to  pronounce  upon  the  precedent 
which  I  have  cited,  must  be  directed  against  the 
honored  statesmen  who  stood  up  in  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  and  maintained  the  cause  of  the 
American  colonies — the  cause  of  human  liberty  and 
human  rights,  against  the  arms  of  that  power  which 
was  then  endeavoring  to  crush  the  spirit  of  free- 
dom, bursting  into  life  in  these  colonies.  I  have 
not  undertaken  to  mark  out  for  a  single  individual 
the  course  he  is  to  pursue  on  this  floor  in  reference 
to  this  subject;  nor  do  I  ask  any  to  follow  that 
course  which  I  mj'self  adopt.  But  so  long  as  1 
have  the  honor  of  occupyins:  a  place  here,  1  must 
follow  my  convictions,  let  them  lead  me  where 
they  will.  When  I  cannot  follow  my  convictions, 
I  will  not  come  here.  The  honorable  Senator  has 
referred  to  some  remarks  which  I  made  the  other 
day,  upon  the  occasion  of  presenting  a  memorial 
in  reference  to  the  subject  to  which  he  alluded.  I 
think  thattheSenatorundertook  to  characterize  that 
memorial,  and  the  couise  which  I  adopted  on  that 
occasion,  in  terms,  which  to  say  ihe  least,  if  he  had 
known  all  the  facts,  he  would  not  have  employed. 
What  was  the  character  of  that  memorial .'  Did  it 
ask  the  Senate  to  transcend  any  of  its  acknowledg- 
ed powers  ?  No.  It  was  a  memorial  drawn  up 
by  a  society  of  professing  Christians,  who  eschew 
the  doctrine  of  the  justifiable  employment  of  phys- 
ical force,  and  simply  asked  that  the  American 
Government  would  use  all  the  powers  vested  in 
them  by  the  Constitution,  for  the  removal  of  that 
which  they  deemed  to  be  an  evil.  The  memori- 
alists could  not  be  heard.  Their  petition  could 
not  be  rocetved  by  an  American  Senate. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  did  not  exactly  allude  to  that 
part  of  it,  and  perhaps,  indeed,  I  should  ask  par- 
don of  the  Senate  for  referring  at  all  to  what  was 
not  altogether  germane  to  the  immediate  subject 
ijcfore  it;  but,  if  I  recollect  right,  there  was  a  me- 
morial or  paper  of  some  kind  asking  an  altera- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  to  enable  them  to  interfere 
with  that  institution  of  the  South.     On   another 


occasion,  however,  I  may  advert  to  this  matter; 
and  was  betrayed  into  it  now,  from  the  circum- 
stance that  the  gentleman  on  all  subjects  of  this 
kind  stands  very  much  alone. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  am  quite  willing  to  "  stand 
alone,"  provided  I  stand  on  my  convictions.  I 
mean,  sir,  to  vote  as  I  talk.  I  do  not  come  here 
to  make  a  speech  denouncing  this  war  as  unjust 
and  unconstitutional,  and  then  stultify  myself  by 
voting  men  and  money  to  the  President,  to  carry  it 
on.  My  speeches  and  my  votes  shall  be,  at  all 
events,  consistent  with  each  other.  -  While  I  think 
as  I  do,  I  shall  vote  as  I  speak.  I  do  not  know 
but  I  may  be  alone  in  that;  but  whether  it  be  so  or 
not,  I  shall  so  act,  and  leave  it  to  be  said  whether 
it  is  a  reproach  to  me  or  others,  that  I  am  thus 
alone.  Permit  me  to  say  to  that  honorable  Sena- 
tor in  all  kindness,  and  with  no  disposition  to  be 
offensive,  that  he  entirely  mistakes  and  misappre- 
hends the  character  of  that  portion  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  whom  I  am  supposed  to  represent  on 
this  subject.  Once  for  all,  let  me  say,  that  we  de- 
sire no  interference  with,  nor  disturbance  of,  the 
existing  institutions  of  the  Stales.  If  the  institu- 
tion of  which  you  speak  be  a  blessing,  bless  your- 
selves with  it;  if  it  be  a  curse,  stagger  under  it  as 
you  may;  let  us  remain  free  from  it — let  us  alone. 
It  is  all  that  we  desire — all  that  we  ask.  And  per- 
mit me  to  say  that  our  efforts  will  not  cease,  our 
exertions  will  not  weary  until  we  have  done  what 
we  can  to  relieve  ourselves  of  any  share  of  re- 
proach or  responsibility  in  respect  to  what  we 
regard  as  a  great  and  crying  evil.  We  do  not  pre- 
tend to  interfere  with  it,  then,  but  we  say,  "  keep 
it  to  yourselves  !"  Do  not  come  here  and  ask  us 
to  tax  people  to  the  last  point  of  endurance,  to 
carry  on  an  aggressive  war  for  it.«!*pro8ecution,  sus- 
tenance, and  maintenance.  Do  not  deshe  to  go 
into  our  States,  interfering  with  us  there,  and  in 
claiming  to  preserve  your  institutions,  disfranchise 
us.  We  hear  a  great  deal  about  the  far-famed 
compromises  of  the  Constitution;  but  go  into  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire,  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace,  with  the  certificate  of  any  one  claiming  me 
as  his  slave,  and  you  may  drag  me  from  the  em- 
braces of  my  famdy  and  all  that  I  hold  dear.  The 
habeas  corpus  and  trial  by  jury  are  in  a  moment 
trampled  in  the  dust,  and  slavery  rides  omnipotent 
over  all  the  guarantees  of  the  Constitution  !  It  is 
from  this  that  we  ask  to  be  relieved.  We  make 
no  war  upon  you.  That  is  all  that  we  attempt, 
and  so  far  as  we  are  enabled  to  do  so,  we  shall  con- 
tinue the  attempt  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  our 
own  constitution  and  our  own  institutions  against 
these  encroachments.  Beyond  that,  we  have  no 
desire  to  go.  Beyond  that,  we  have  never  gone. 
The  Senator,  then,  entirely  misunderstood  the 
purport  of  the  efforts  made  by  me,  if  he  gave 
them  any  other  character.  A  single  word  in  re-< 
gard  to  the  matter  immediately  before  the  Senate, 
and  1  have  done.  I  think  I  cannot  have  been  mis- 
understood when  I  said,  that  I  did  not  characterize 
the  acts  of  the  officers  of  the  army  I  have  spoken 
of  the  war  in  which  they  are  engaged.  I  believe 
it  to  be  unjust;  and  what  would  we  have  thought 
of  the  sincerity  of  the  patriots  in  the  British  Par- 
liament— of  Chatham,  for  instance,  whose  manly 
eloquence  was  exerted  in  denouncing  the  aggres- 
sions upon  the  liberties  of  the  colonies,  if  he  had 
united  in  the  vote  of  thanks  to  Cornwallis  and 
Clinton?  That  is  all  that  I  have  maintained.  I 
believe  this  war  to  be  unjust,  and,  therefore,  I 
cannot  vote  for  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  be  given 
to  any  one  who  has  had  any  agency  in  the  prose- 
cution of  that  war. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEN,  the  subject  was 
passed  over  informally. 

THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  raise,  fgr  a  limited  time,  an  additional  military- 
force. 

Mr.  TURNEY  said,  if  he  entertained  those  views 
of  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  war  which  Sena- 
tors on  the  other  side  had  expressed,  he  would  vote 
against  every  measure  for  its  prosecution.  If  the 
war  was  just,  all  agree  this  bill  should  pass.  If  it 
was  unjust,  it  ought  not  to  pass.  The  points 
which  liad  been  urged  on  the  other  side  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  justice  of  the  war  were  never  heard  of 
until  this  bill  was  brought  before  the  Senate.  He 
adverted  to  the  movements  of  the  army,  early  in 
the  war,  to  show  that  the  necessity  for  the  passage 
of  the   bill  granting  the  first  supplies  to  the  Presi- 


1848. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


343 


dent  was  grounded  on  the  perilous  situation  of 
General  Taylor  and  his  troops. 

He  believed  that  the  war  would  have  long  since 
been  bi'oughitoaelosebutfor  the  divisions  at  ho  me. 
He  asked,  what  kind  of  a  treaty  of  peace  Senators, 
who  thought  the  war  unconstitutional  and  unjust, 
could  make  with  Mexico  ?  He  saw  that  the  differ- 
ences of  opinion  were  strictly  coincident  with  the 
party  lines.  We  all  know  the  effects  of  thes? 
party  conflicts  on  the  enemy,  who  is  led  to  reflect 
on  the  consequence  of  this  disunion  among  our 
own  citizens,  weakening  our  energies  and  distract- 
ing our  efforts,  and  to  hope  that  a  change  of  our 
counsels  would  open  the  way  to  a  peaceful  termi- 
nation of  the  war. 

He  said  that  he  concurred  with  his  colleague  in 
the  opinion  that  the  people  of  Tennessee  are  dis- 
posed to  sustain  the  war;  but  he  thought  that  his 
colleague,  by  voting  against  the  bill,  would  not 
represent  the  opinions  of  the  people.  He  adverted 
to  the  various  points  which  had  been  urged  on  the 
other  side,  and  stated  that  they  had  failed  to  change 
the  convictions  of  his  mind. 

He  complained  that  Senators  on  the  other  side 
built  up  issues  for  themselves,  and  then  went  on 
to  reason  from  them.  They  might  be  all  easily 
overthrown,  but  he  could  not  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Senate  with  them. 

Annexation,  which  has  been  charged  as  the 
cause  of  the  war,  was  the  act  of  the  Tyler  admin- 
istration. The  Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
Johnson,]  in  his  unanswerable  argument,  asked 
why  the  President  had  not  recalled  the  messenger, 
and  thus  prevented  the  act?  He  vindicated  the 
President  from  the  charge  which  had  been  made 
against  the  Executive  on  account  of  the  non-revo- 
cation of  the  ministerial  act  of  his  predecessor. 
He  contended  that  Mr.  Polk  had  not  the  power  to 
do  so.  If  he  had  done  so,  still,  annexation  would 
have  been  perfected  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

To  sustain  the  position  which  he  had  taken,  he 
quoted  copiously  from  the  history  of  th'e  matters 
connected  with  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  the 
opinions  of  the  distinguished  statesmen  of  the 
time  on  the  subject.  The  Whig  doctrine  in  1844 
was,  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  would  be  pro- 
ductive of  war;  while  the  Democratic  doctrine 
was,  that  it  could  present  no  just  cause  of  war. 
Wow  the  Whigs  assert,  that  the  removal  of  our 
troops  beyond  the  Nueces  to  the  Rio  Grande  was 
the  cause  of  the  war.  The  Whigs,  therefore,  had 
entirely  changed  their  ground  on  this  subject, 
abandoning  the  annexation  as  a  caqse,  and  assail- 
ing the  acts  of  the  present  Executive  as  having  led 
to  the  existing  djfl^culties. 

He  then  went  on  to  speak  of  the  course  pursued 
by  the  Mexican  Government  in  relation  to  Mr. 
Slidell.  She  would  not  even  listen  to  any  propo- 
sition, but  at  once  rejected  the  minister.  What 
course  was  then  left  for  the  United  States  but  to 
commence  war? 

The  administration  of  Mr.  Tyler  had  brought 
on  the  war,  in  effect,,  by  pursuing  a  course  which 
closed  the  door  against  every  proposition  which 
we  could  make  towards  conciliation  and  peace. 
The  present  Administration  had  done  all  it  could 
to  avert  the  war,  but  every  effort  was  frustrated, 
until,  by  the  rejection  of  iVIr.  Slidell,  every  hope 
of  peaceful  adjustment  was  destroyed.  The  cor- 
respondence of  our  Secretary  of  Slate  shows  how 
strong  was  his  disposition  to  pursue  a  conciliatory 
course. 

He  would  have  charged  our  Government  with  a 
violation  of  the  national  honor,  if  it  had  not  ful- 
filled the  assurance  it  gave  to  Texas  to  interpose, 
so  as  to  prevent  her  re-invasion  by  Mexico.  We 
talk  much  of  the  hotjor  of  the  Government,  the 
honor  of  the  country,  which  must  be  preserved 
from  stain  at  all  hazards.  What  would  have  be- 
come of  this  honor,  had  we  not  redeemed  the 
pledge  given  to  Texas  to  interpose,  to  prevent  her 
re-invasion  by  Mexico? 

He  returned  to  the  question  of  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  and  read  from  the  diplomatic  correspond- 
ence on  the  subject,  to  show  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  had  adopted  that  measure,  in  view  of  all  its 
possible  consequences,  of  which  consequences  war 
was  one.  It  was  not  a  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  the  boundary  between  us  and  Mexico  which 
caused  the  war,  but  it  was  the  question  of  annex- 
ation as  a  wiiolc. 

For  the  conduct  of  the  war,  the  President  is  re- 
sponsible— responsible  to  the  people.     But  he  i.s  a 


cautious  and  prudent  man,  and  has  not  acted  with- 
out due  consideration  and  consultation  with  mili- 
tary men,  men  of  experience,  men  who  are  in 
possession  of  all  the  necessary  information.  '  He 
consulted  General  Taylor  when  the  movement 
on  the  Rio  Grande  was  resolved  on.  It  had  been 
alleged  that  our  troops  were  sometimes  too  many 
— sometimes  too  few — and  now  we  have  more 
than  can  be  required  to  bring  the  war  to  a  termina- 
tion. 

He  insisted  that  the  Mexican  troops  had  inva- 
ded our  soil,  when  they  crossed  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  that  it  was  then  a  matter  of  necessity  to  repel 
them. 

He  then  went  on  to  inquire  what  could  be  done 
to  bring  the  war  to  a  termination.  He  would  use 
the  language  once  used  by  a  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island — we  are  now  in  the  war,  and  we  must  fight 
it  out.  It  was  strange  that  we,  being  in  the  midst 
of  a  war,  should  grieve  at  our  own  success — should 
take  the  alarm,  and  take  sides  with  our  enemy; 
that  the  suggestion  should  be  urged  that  we  must 
make  peace,  without  waiting  for  the  Mexicans 
now  to  show  their  hand.  We  have  already  made 
proposition  after  proposition,  without  effect.  Yet 
we  are  told  that  we  haye  peace  in  our  power — that 
we  can  make  peace  when  we  please.  Mexico  is 
not  conquered;  and  when  we  say  she  is  whipped, 
we  are  forced  to  admit  that  she  is  not  conquered, 
for  she  will  not  listen  to  any  proposition  from  us  to 
terminate  the  war. 

He  was  desirous  to  carry  on  the  war  vigorously, 
to  strike  into  the  vitals  of  Mexico,  and  to  force  her 
to  a  peace. 

Mr.  TURNEY  concluded  with  recapitulating  the 
points  of  his  argument. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MANGUM,  a  message  was 
ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, requesting  the  return  of  the  bill  for  the  in- 
crease of  the  medical  staff  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  MANGUM  explained  that  the  bill  had  been 
suffered  to  pass  the  Senate  without  attracting  any 
attention.  And  he  gave  notice  of  a  motion  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  it  had  been  passed. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered,  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday. 

Mr.  BREESE  then  took  the  floor  and  expressed 
his  desire  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  bill  under 
discussion,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  executive  business;  and,  after  some 
time,  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  February  14,  1848. 

This  being  resolution  day,  the  SPEAKER  com- 
menced the  call  of  the  States  for  resolutions,  com- 
mencing with  the  State  of  Virginia,  where  the  call 
was  suspended  on  the  last  resolution  day. 

On  m«tion  of  Mr.  GOGGIN, 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  tlie  PostOfficie  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  and  report  to  wliat  extent, 
and  in  wliat  respect,  tlie  franking  privilege  of  the  officers  and 
members  of  this  House  has  been  restricted  by  recent  decis- 
ions of  the  Postmaster  General,  or  any  of  his  assistants  or 
deputies  ;  and  whether  any,  and  if  so  what,  further  legisla- 
tion is  necessary  to  give  effect  to  the  existing  laws  upon  that 
subject. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  a  select  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  tlie  tobacco  trade  of  tlie  United  States  with  the  dilTerent 
countries  of  Europe,  and  the  duties  and  restrictions  imposed 
upon  this  branch  of  American  commerce,  and  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRISFIELD, 

Resolved,  That  the  Oommittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  establishing  a  post  route 
from  Princess  Anne,  in  Somerset  county,  Maryland,  by 
Kingston,  to  Jefferson  Corner,  in  said  county. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHAPMAN, 

KcsoZterf,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  building  a  light-house  on 
Blackstone's  Island,  in  the  Potomac  river. 

Mr.  STROHM  moved  the  following;  preamble 
and  resolutions,  which  were  read  and  laid  over  un- 
der the  rule: 

Whereas  it  is  extremely  desirable  that  the  peaceful  rela- 
tions heretofore  subsisting  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico  should  be  restored,  as 
soon  as  the  difficulties  between  the  two  countries  can  bead- 
justed,  upon  pi  iaciplcs  of  conmion  justice  and  in  conformity 
to  the  laws  of  nations  ;  and  whereas  experience  has  demon- 
strated that  thi;  concinest  of  armies,  the  capture  of  citiiis,  and 
the  occupation  of  tciritory  in  the  enemy's  country  are  inad- 
e(|uate  to  acconqilish  the  great  object  which  the  peace-lov- 
ing citizen.s  of  both  countries  so  ardently  desire  ;  and  where- 


as, in  the  opinion  of  many,  the  cheapest,  easiest,  speediest, 
and  most  effectual  way  of  procuring  an  honorable  and  per- 
manent peace  would  be  to  withdraw  our  armies  from  the 
territory  of  Mexico  and  propose  commissioners  to  negotiate 
a  treaty;  and  whereas  it  is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  make 
anqjie  provision  for  the  security,  payj'subsistencejand  com- 
fort of  the  brave  men  who  now  compose  our  armies  in 
Mexico,  and  who  have  so  gallantly  defended  the  flag  of  their 
country:  Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Secrotary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
directed  to  make  and  report  to  this  House  an  estimate  of  the 
amount  of  money  that  may  be  necessary  to  withdraw  our 
troops  now  in  Mexico  to  some  point  or  points  within  our 
own  undisputed  territory,  discharge  and  send  home  the 
volunteers,  and  sustain  the  regular  army  during  the  ensuing 
year. 

Resolved,  That  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
the  safety  of  the  army,  in  carrying  out  the  policy  above  in- 
dicated, should  it  be  adopted,  will  require  an  additional 
number  of  men,  either  by  tilling  up  deficiencies  in  existing 
regiments  or  by  new  levies,  he  shall  report  the  number  of 
men  and  the  character  of  the  troops  which  he  may  deem 
necessary,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  raising, 
transporting,  and  subsisting  such  .idditional  troops  for  one 
year,  or  for  such  period  as  he  may  judge  that  their  services 
may  be  required,  less  than  one  year. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland, 
Resolved,  That.the  pay  of  John  P.  Gaines,  a  member  of 
this  House;  be  allowed  from  the  first  day  of  the  session,  he 
having  been  prevented,  from  Unavoidable  causes,  from 
reaching  Washington,  on  his  passage  from  Mexico,  until 
some  days  thereafter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POLLOCK, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  June  7th,  1832, 
(granting  pensions,  Sec.,)  to  the  olRcers  and  soldiers,  &c., 
who  served  during  tlie  Indian  campaigns  under  Generals 
Clarke,  St.  Clair,  Harmar,  and  Wayne  ;  also,  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  not  other- 
wise provided  for. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  so  much 
of  the  30th  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  1789,  (Septem- 
ber 24,)  to  establish  the  judicial  courts  of  the  United  States, 
as  authorizes  the  takingof  depositions  without  notice  to  the 
jidverse  party;  and  of  extending  the  privilege  of  American 
vessels  to  all  foreign  vessels  transferred  by  judicial  sales, 
under  the  order  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  to  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States ;  and  of  providing  a  place  of 
deposit  for  the  bond  of  clerks  of  courts  of  the  United  States; 
and  of  abolishing  custom-house  oaths;  and  of  prohibiting 
execution  of  criminals  in  public;  and  of  altering  the  hold- 
ing of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  southern 
district  of  New  York;  and  of  regulating  costs  in  courts  of 
admiralty;  and  of  so  modifying  the  judiciary  system  of  the 
United  States  as  to  facilitate  the  despatch  of  business,  with- 
out impairing  the  rigor  and  wisdom  of  the  administration  of 
justice. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read  and  laid  over  under 
the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House  on  what  articles,  embraced  in  the 
tarifl'dct  of  1846,  the  duties  can  he  increased  beyond  the 
existing  rates  so  as  to  augment  the  revenue,  and  to  what  ex- 
tent the  said  duties  can  be  increased,  and  what  additional 
revenue  would  accrue  therefrom. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  asked  leave  to  offer  a  second 
resolution;  to  which 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  objected,  on  the 
ground  that  Mr.  P.  had  already  offered  a  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to 
enable  him  to  move  the  resolution. 

The  question  was  put  on  suspending  the  rules, 
and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STRONG, 

Resolved,  'J'liat  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  na- 
tional foundry  in  the  city  of  Reading,  county  of  Berks*,  and 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL, 
Resoh'^'h  That  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  in- 
quire and  report  to  this  House  whether  it  would  not  increase 
the  commerce  between  France  and  the  United  States,  the 
duties  from  imports  in  the  United  States,  and  the  advantage 
of  both  countries,  to  reduce  the  present  American  duties  on 
French  wines,  brandies,  silks,  jewels,  and  other  French 
productions  taxed  as  luxuries  ;  and  whether  the  said  French 
jiroductioiis  should  not  be  treated  as  necessary  to  enable 
France  to  pay  for  a  greater  than  her  present  purchase  of 
American  cotton,  rice,  provisions,  tobacco,  and  other  Ameri- 
can productions. 

Mr.  LEVIN  offered  a  resolution  authorizing 
the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  employ  a  clerk  at  a  stated 
salary. 

Mr.  L.  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the  reso- 
lution be  laid  upon  the  table. 

After  some  inquiries  and  points  of  order,  the 
resolution  was  withdrawn. 

A   PROPOSITION  TO   EXPUNGE. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  ofl'cred  the 
following  resolution: 

R<'so!vc<l,  That  the  words  of  Ihc  >■  a mendment"  offered 
and  adoptcHl  by  the  House  to  the  resolution  of  thanks  to 
Major  General  Taylor,  on  th«3d  day  of  January,  1848,  cou- 
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taining  tlie  words,  "  that  the  war  [iiicaiiins  with  Mexico] 
was  unnecessarilv  and  unconstitutionally  begun  by  the  Presi- 
dent," is  uiitrue"in  fact,  and  calculated  to  prevent  a  peace 
with  Mexico  on  the  basis  of  indemnity,  and  should  be  ex- 
punged from  the  Journal,  and  that  the  Speaker  cause  the 
same  to  be  expunged  rioni  the  Journal  ol  the  Jlouse  on  the 
passage  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  tlie  previotis  question. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said,  as  tlie  resolution  asserted 
wliat  was  not  a  fact,  he  moved  that  the  resolution 
belaid  on  the  table;  and  also  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  muiion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GAYLE  rose  to  a  question  of  order;  but, 
owing  to  the  confusion  in  the  Hall,  his  point  of 
order  was  not  heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  BURT  moved  that  the  House  re.solve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the 
Union.     JN'egatived. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  at  the 
suggestion  of  se\eral  members,  modified  the  reso- 
lution so  as  to  insert  the  word  "rescind"  in  place 
of  the  word  expunge. 

Mr.  McICAY  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  and  was 
proceeding  to  make  some  remarks,  when. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  him  out  of  order. 

The  quesiiou  was  then  put  on  laying  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  attirniative,  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Abbott,  John  tiuincy  Adams,  Green 
Adams,  Ashmun,  Barriiiger,  Karrow,  blanchaid,  isotts, 
Brady,  iJuckncr,  iSutlor.  Canby, Chapman,  Ulingmaii,  Cocke, 
Collamer,  Conger,  Cranston,  Crislicld,  Crowell,  Crozier, 
Dickey,  Dixon,  iJoiinell,  Diier,  Daniel  Duncan,  Garnett 
Duncan,  Uunn,Uckeit, Edwards,  Enihree,  Alexander  JJyaus, 
Nathan  Evans,  Farrelly,  I'isher,  Flournoy,  freedlcy,  i'ullun, 
Gaines,  Gayle,  Geiitr\,  Giddings,  Goagin,  Gott,  Gregor), 
Griiinell,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  James  G.  Hampton,  Muses 
Hainplun,  Haskell,  Henry.  Elias  B.  Holmes,  John  VV.  Hous- 
ton, liiibbard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph  K.  Ingersull,  Irvin, 
John  \V.  Jones,  Kellogg,  Thomas  Butler  King,  Daniel  L'. 
King,  William  T.  l^awiencc,  Lincoln,  Mclhaine,  Marsh, 
Marvin,  Morohead,  Mullin,  Nelson,  Nes,  Newall,  Outlaw, 
Palfrey,  I'endleton,  Preston,  I'utnam,  Reynolds,  Julius  Roek- 
well,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Root,  Ruiiisey,  St.  Jolm,  Sclienck, 
Shepperd,  Sherrill,  Silvester,  Slingerland,  Caleb  B.  Smith, 
Trujiiaii  Smith,  Stephens,  Andrew  Stewart,  Strohm,  Tall- 
madgc,  Thibodeaux,  Taylor,  Tompkins,  John  B.  Thompson, 
Toombs,  Van  Dyke,  V  inton,  Warren,  White,  and  Wilson 
—105. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bayly,  Bedinger,  Bingham,  Birdsall, 
Black,  Bocock,  Bovvdon,Bovvlin,  Boyd,  Brodliead,  William 
G.  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burt,  Catlicart, 
Chase,  Clapp,  Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Howell 
Cobb,  Collins,  Daniel,  Dickinson,  Edsall,  Faran,  Feather- 
ston,  Ficklin,  Fries,  I'rencli,  Green,  Willard  B.  Hall,  Ham- 
moQs,  Haralson,  Hnrmanson,  Hums,  HeiUey,  Hill,  George 
S.Houston,  Inge,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Iverson,  Jackson, 
Jameson,  Jenkins,  James  H.  Johnson,  I'obert  W.  Johnson, 
George  W.  Jones,  Keniion,  Lahm,  La  S6re,  Sidney  Law- 
rence, Leffler,  Lord,  Lumpkin,  McClelland,  McClernand, 
McKay,  McLane,  iWeade,  Miller,  Morris,  Mol■^e,  Murphy^ 
NicoU,  I'caslee,  Peck,  I'etrie,  i'eyton,  Phelps,  Pillsbury, 
Rhett,  Richardson,  Richcy,  Rockliill,  Sawyer,  Simpson, 
Sims,  Smart,  Robert  Smilli,  Stanton,  Starkweather,  Charles 
E.  Stuart,  Strong,  'J'lioinas,  James  Thompson,  Robert  A. 
Thompson, William  Thompson,  Tliurston,  Turner,  Venable, 
VVentvvorlh,  Wick,  Williams,  Wiley,  and  Wilmot— 94. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  request- 
ing the  House  of  Representatives  to  return  to  that 
body  the  bill  of  the  Senate  "for  an  increase  of  the 
medical  staffof  the  army  for  a  limited  time." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARALSON,  the  request  of 
the  Senate  was  complied  with,  and  the  said  bill 
was  accordingly  returned  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pa., 
Resoli;ci],  Tlial  llie  Committee  on  invalid  Pensions  be  in- 
f'tmcted  to   iniiuire   into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
pension  of  Thomas  Thomjison,  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MclLVAINE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afi'airs  be 
instructed  to  iminire  into  the  expediency  of  organizing  a 
territorial  goverimient  in  the  Indian  counti^  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  to  which  the  Indians  have  been  removed  liy 
tliis  Government,  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otlier- 
wLsf. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRADY, 

Revolted,  That  the  Committee  on  Mililarv  Allairs  be  in- 
structed to  imiuire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill 
providind  that,  in  canes  where  soldler.s  who  have  been  dis- 
chargoil  Irom  the  M'rvice  of  the  United  States  on  account  of 
disease  or  disabdity  have  applied,  or  may  hereafter  apply, 
fijr  bounty  land  or  treasury  scrip,  under  the  act  of  11th  of 
February,  1847,  the  dif.charge  shall  bo  deemed  sufficient 
evidence  that  the  dise.ise  or  disability  was  incurred  in  the 
service,  unless  the  contrary  Hliall  appear. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUTLER, 

Hciohcd,  Tli.u  111-  Coiriimtle.'  on  Military  Affairs  he  in- 
Hlriicted  to  impiM.;  into  the  expedimicy  of  esuiblishinif  a 
national  foundry  at  i  ome  suitable  plaei:  within  tlic  lllh 
Coiigrcfsional  district  in  the  Stale  ol  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  DeIawnro,  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rule.s,  to  enable  him  to  move  to  discharge 
the  Comrnittee  of  the  Whole  from  the  Senate  bill 
to  anthorizc  the  payment  to  J/ime.s  Crutchctt  of 
§2,000  for  lighting  the  Capitol  and  Cnpitol  grounds. 


The  motion  was  disagreed  to — ayes  85,  noes  47, 
two-thirds  not  voting  in  favor  thereof. 

Mr.  NEWALL  offered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution,  which  were  read  and  agreed  i,o: 

Whereas  the  late  Hon.  Samuel  G.  Wright,  I'nember  elect 
to  the  'J9th  Congress  from  tin:  second  Congressional  district 
of  New  Jersey,  died  previous  to  the  firstsession  of  that  body, 
and  his  death  not  heretofore  announced:  Therefore — 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  directed  to 
cause  a  monument  to  be  erected  to  his  memory  in  the  Con- 
gressional buryiiig-ground,  and  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this 
resoluticm  to  the  family  of  the  deceased. 

REFUNDING  OF  MONEYS  BY  THE  STATES. 
Mr.  MURPHY  offered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution,  which  were  agreed  to  : 

Whereas,  liy  an  act  enlillcd  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  de- 
posits of  the  public  money,"  approved  June  23,  183B,  the 
surplus  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Slates  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1837,  reserving  five  millions  of  dollars,  was  direct- 
ed to  bo  deposited  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with 
the  several  States  on  receiving  certificates  of  deposits  thereof 
signed  by  tlieir  treasurers,  or  other  competent  authorities, 
and  expressing  the  usual  and  legal  obligations,  and  pledginir 
the  faith  of  the  State  for  the  safe-keeping  and  repayment 
thereof,  and  for  paying  the  said  moneys  and  every  part  there- 
of from  time  to  time,  whenever  the  sainesliould  be  required 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  defraying  any  wants  of 
the  public  treasury;  in  pursuance  of  which  act,  the  sum  of 
$28,101,644  91  was  deposited  with  the  several  States: 

And  whereas,  the  moneys  so  deposited  are  required  for 
the  purpose  of  defraying  tlie  wants  of  the  public  treasury, 
and  sound  policy  dictates  the  propriety  of  avoiding  a  large 
public  debt,  which  otherwise  must  accrue  :     Therefore, 

Be  it  Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  inqiiire  into  the  expediency  of  requi- 
ring the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  call  for  the  repayment 
of  the  moneys  ot"  the  United  States  deposited  with  the 
States,  according  to  the  pledged  faith  of  the  States,  in  the 
manner  designated  by  the  said  act  of  June  23, 1836. 

INCREASE  OF  DUTY  ON  IRON. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the 
duty  on  bar,  bloom,  pig,  and  manufactured  iron,  imported 
from  foreign  countrfes  into  this,  and  that  they  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  BINGHAM  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  upon  the  table;  on  which  motion  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  gave  notice,  that  if  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  did  not  prevail,  he  would 
debate  the  resolution. 

Befoie  the  question  on  laying  on  the  table  was 
put — 

Mr.  DUER  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the 
Union.     Agreed  to. 

THE  LOAN  BILL  AND  THE  AVAR. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
BoTTs.,  of  Virginia,  in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing  a  loan  not 
exceeding  $18,500,000. 

Mr.  DUli!R  (who  was  entitled  to  the  floor  from 
some  days  since)  addressed  the  committee.  Some 
time  ago,  (he  said,)  when  the  House  had  under 
consideration  the  message  of  the  President^he  had 
desired  to  say  something  with  respect  to  one  of  the 
subjects  therein  adverted  to — the  engrossing  topic 
at  this  time.  He  was  not  so  fortunate  at  that  time 
as  to  obtain  the  floor.  He  supposed  what  he  had 
then  desired  to  say  would  be  in  order  now;  but  he 
did  not  desire  to  fatigue  the  House  by  going  over 
beaten  ground  on  the  suliject  of  the  war.  Many 
truths  had  been  said,  and  well  said,  and  he  could 
not  hope,  by  anything  he  could  say,  to  give  them 
additional  force.  Therefore,  with  reference  to  some 
points,  he  would  entirely  omit  their  consideration, 
and  of  others  he  would  content  himself  with  merely 
stating  his  opinions  generally,  without  entering  into 
derails. 

It  seemed  unquestionable  that  the  origin  of  this 
war  was  the  annexation  of  Texas.  To  say  it  led 
to  the  war,  was  a  weak  and  exceptionable  expres- 
sion. Annexation  was  war.  It  was  unnecessary 
to  refer  to  Grotius,  Vattel,  or  any  other  writerson 
international  law  to  sustain  this  position.  It  was 
capable  of  being  made  plain  to  the  commonest  un- 
derstanding; it  was  of  the  nature  of  an  axiomatic 
truth.  It  was  not  denied  that  when  Texas  was 
annexed,  Texas  and  Mexico  were  at  war.  What, 
then,  became  of  that  war.'  Why,  unless  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas  ]no(luced  peace,  (which  was 
absurd,)  the  war  followed  the  annexation:  we  an- 
nexed Texas,  and  the  war  with  her.  Her  separate 
independence  being  gone,  and  she  being  annexed 
to  lis,  the  war  continued  with  us. 

There  was  another  proper  share  of  responsibili- 
ty for  this  war  which  should  be  attached  to  the 


original  authors  of  annexation.  A  distinguished 
gentleman,  a  year  ago,  claimed  to  be  the  author  of 
the  annexation  of  Texas;  that  whatever  praise  or 
blame  attached  to  that  measure  was  due  to  him. 
He  (Mr.  D.)  referred  to  the  gentleman  by  whom 
principally  the  neggtiations  were  conducted.  The 
principle  on  which  that  gentleman  justified  the 
measure  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  was  a  justifi- 
cation (if  well  founded)  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war  at  this 
time.  What  was  the  principle?  We  were  not 
left  to  conjecture  it.  It  was  of  record;  we  found  it 
in  the  printed  documents  which  were  then  laid  be- 
fore the  Senate.  Mr.  Calhoun  laid  it  down  as  a 
fundamental  principle — antagonistic  to  the  British 
policy,  frankly  avowed  by  the  British  minister, 
that  that  Government,  where  it  could  do  so  with- 
out iVnpropriety,  sought  throughout  the  world  the 
abolition  of  slavery — that  the  Government  of  this 
country  claimed  the  right  to  interfere  for  the-pur- 
pose  of  preventing  the  abolition  of  .slavery  through- 
out the  world,  wherever  its  abolition  would  be 
injurious  to  the  institution  in  this  country;  and  it 
was  one  of  his  propositions  that,  wherever  any 
foreign  State  borders  on  a  slaveholding  State  of 
this  Union,  it  is  unsafe  to  permit  such  foreign  State 
to  be  a  free  State.  He  [Mr.  Calhoun]  held  that 
the  institution  of  slavery  was  a  philanthropical  in- 
stitution, a  humane  institution;  that  the  effect  of  it 
was  to  preserve  the  colored  race  from  idiocy,  from 
insanity,  from  pauperism,  and  the  like  evils.  It 
followed  unquestionably  (said  Mr.  D.)  from  these 
principles,  if  well-founded,  that  the  measure  of 
annexation  was  justifiable.  If  so,  if  Mr.  Calhoun 
was  justifiable  in  going  to  war  with  Mexico  for 
the  purpose  of  more  firmly  establishing  slavery  in 
Texas,  then  the  President  of  the  United  States  was 
justifiable  in  further  prosecuting  this  war  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  slavery  in  Mexico;  for 
Mexico  now  bordered  on  a  slaveholding  State,  and 
it  was  as  much  the  duty  of  this  Government  to 
protect  this  institution  in  Texas  as  it  was  in  Lou- 
isiana or  Arkansas.  Nor  did  the  principle  stop 
there.  We  must  go  onward,  and  onward,  con- 
quering, annexing,  and  introducing  slavery  into  all 
our  sister  republics,  until  we  shall  have  spread  all 
over  the  American  continent. 

He  made  these  remarks  in  no  invidious  spirit 
towards  the  distinguished  statesman  by  whom 
these  negotiations  were  conducted.  But  he  thought 
it  due  to  justice  and  to  the  Whig  party,  who  were 
opposed  in  the  main  to  the  measure  from  which 
the  whole  evil  had  grown,  that  the  truth  should 
be  said.  But,  further;  he  had  no  idea  that  Mr. 
Calhoun  wished  or  intended  actual  war  with  Mex- 
ico; that  Mr.  Calhoun  wished  or  intended  to  ex- 
tend the  war  into  Mexico..  He  believed,  in  that 
respect,  that  that  distinguished  gentleman  was  illo- 
gical; that  he  did  not  look  in  the  face  the  conse- 
quences which  naturally  flowed  from  his  own 
measure.  He  believed  him  [Mr.  Calhoun]  a  friend 
of  peace;  that  his  error  here  had  arisen  from  that 
cause  from  which  most  of  his  errors  had  arisen — 
from  that  fanaticism  (and  he  used  the  word  in  no 
invidious  sense,  for  there  existed  a  fanaticism  at 
the  South  as  well  as  at  the  North  on  the  subject 
of  slavery)  which  caused  him  to  think  that  slavery 
was  at  the  foundation  of  everything  excellent  in 
government.  His  great  error  was  this.  If  he  could 
have  remained  where  he  was — and  where  perhaps 
he  was  too  honest  to  remain — war  might  not  have 
followed;  but  he  ran  an  immense,  and,  as  the  result 
had  proved,  a  fatal  hazard.  He  placed  this  ques- 
tion in  the  hands  of  gentlemen  who  were  not  actu- 
ated by  pure  motives,  who  were  not  averse  to  war, 
if  by  war  their  own  designs  or  those  of  their  party 
could  be  carried  out;  and  the  consequence  was 
war. 

But  the  inajority  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  he,  as  one  of  that  majority,  had  voted 
at  this  session  that  the  war  was  "  unnecessarily 
and  unconstitutionally  commenced  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States."  The  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  who  spoke  some  days  ago,  [Mr.  Cobb,] 
went  into  an  elaborate  argument  to  convict  the 
Whigs  of  inconsistency  who  had  previously  ex- 
pressed sentiments  similar  to  those  which  he  now 
expressed,  and  who  at  this  session  had  voted  that 
the  war  M'as  ccmiinenced  by  the  President.  Now 
perhaps  he  (Mr.  D.)  was  rash  and  foolish  in  vol- 
untarily exposing  himself  to  this  charge  of  incon- 
sistency; but  he  thought  the  two  jiositions  were 
consistent,  and  both  true.  He  thought  that  one 
source  of  difficulty  with  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
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gia  and  others  had  been ,  that  they  had  not  reflected 
that  the  word  "  war,''  like  many  other  words  in 
the  English  language,  and  in  other  languages,  was 
capable  of  more  than  one  signification.  It  denoted 
certain  relations  which  might  exist  between  two 
countries  without  actual  hostilities;  and  it  denoted 
(as  used  in  common  parlance)  actual  contest,  ac- 
tual hostilities.  Now,  if  things  after  annexation 
was  consummated  had  remained  in  statu  quo;  if 
no  change,  after  that,  had  taken  place  in  the  rela- 
tions between  this  country,  and  Mexico,  he  said 
the  President  was  not  justified  in  ordering  an  inva- 
ding army  into  the  territory  of  Mexico.  Why? 
Because,  though  in  one  sense  the  measure  of  an- 
nexation was  war,  yet  it  was  not  intended  to  be 
by  Congress,  and  was  not  in  fact  a  declaration  of 
war  by  this  Government.  It  assumed  the  quarrel 
which  Mexico  had  with  Texas,  if  Mexico  chose 
to  prosecute  that  quarrel.  We  had  no  quarrel 
with  her;  she  had  given  us  no  offence  growing  out 
of  that  measure  of  annexation.  We  assumed  the 
quarrel,  if  she  elected  that  the  quarrel,  then  termi- 
nated, should  continue.  And  even  then,  if  there 
had  been  no  change  in  our  relations  with  Mexico, 
the  President  was  not  justifiable  in  sending  an 
invading  army  into  her  territory. 

The  act  of  Congress  did  not  give  the  President 
such  power;  it  did  not  necessarily  continue  the 
quarrel.  But  Mexico  made  her  election;  she  chose 
that  there  should  be  peace.  And  if  the  state  of 
things  previously  did  not  justify  the  President  in 
commencing  the  war,  clearly  after  Mexico  elected 
peace,  after  she  consented  to  receive  a  commis- 
sioner from  the  United  States  to  settle  the  question 
of  boundary,  the  President  had  no  power  of  this 
description. 

He  said,  then,  that  these  positions  were  both 
true  and  consistent,  and  he  was  not  disposed  to 
yield  the  one  or  the  other. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Rhett,]  in  his  argument  upon  that  subject,  held, 
as  hs  (Mr.  D.)  understood — and  if  he  was  wrong 
he  wished  to  be  corrected — that  inasmuch  as,  by 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  Congress 
alone  could  declare  war,  therefore  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  com- 
mence a  war.  He  might  order  an  invading  army 
into  another  country;  that  would  be  hostility,  the 
gentleman  held,  but  not  war,  because  Congress 
alone  could  declare  war.  For  this  argument,  if 
he  hadvunderstood  it  aright,  he  should  pej-haps  be 
obliged  to  the  gentleman.  He  thought  it  might  be 
used  upon  other  questions  which  would  come  up 
by  and  by.  He  believed  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  denied  the  power  of  Congress  to 
improve  rivers  and  harbors  and  to  erect  piers. 
They  had,  or  had  had,  where  he  lived,  a  pier  now 
only  preserved  from  ruin  by  the  voluntary  con- 
tributions of  the  inhabitants.  Now,  suppose  Con- 
gress were  to  vote  appropriations  for  the  repair  of 
that  pier,  or  for  the  construction  of  another  else- 
where :  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  hold- 
ing that  it  was  unconstitutional  to  vote  for  the 
erection  of  piers,  would,  by  parity  of  reasoning, 
deny  that,  when  erected,  they  were  piers,  but 
would  hold  them  to  be  merely  collections  of  stones 
and  mortar.  The  gentleman  argued  that  whatever 
was  done  unconstitutionally  was  as  if  it  had  not 
been  done  at  all;  and  therefore  he  must  admit  that 
in  voting  such  appropriations  no  unco))stitutional 
act  was  committed.  This  was  the  reasoning  by 
which  he  now  defended  the  President  against  the 
charge  of  commencing  the  war.  Did  the  gentle- 
man take  the  distinction  between  "  war"  (which 
he  held  could  only  be  commenced  by  Congress) 
and  hostilities,  and  mean  to  admit  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  commenced  hostilities.''  If  so,  it  was  a 
mere  question  of  words,  which  he  (Mr.  D.)  was 
willing  to  yield,  and  say  that  this  was  an  unconsti- 
tutional act  of  hoslililies  commenced  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

He  did  not  wish  to  detain  the  committee  long, 
when  they  had  so  often  been  on  the  banks  of  the 
Rio  Grande.  [A  laugh.]  Who  commenced  this 
war.>  was  a  question  which  lay  in  a  njitshelK  Its 
answer  depended  on  a  simple  fact.  The  Mexican 
and  American  armies  met  on  or  near  the  banks  of 
the  Rio  Grande;  there  the  first  battle  was  fought. 
Now,  which  of  these  armies  was  the  invading 
army.''  Upon  whose  soil  was  the  fir.st  battle  fought.? 
If  upon  American  soil,  then  the  Mexicans  were 
the  invaders;  but  if  upon  Mexican  soil,  the  Amer- 
icans were  the  invaders;  and  the  President  having 
ordered  the  invasion,  the  war  was  "  unnecessarily 


and  unconstitutionally  commenced  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States."  Now,  upon  this  ques- 
tion of  fact,  upon  this  question  of  position,  turned 
the  decision  of  the  question,  who  commenced  the 
war.'  But  even  admitting  that  Texas,  and  we 
through  Texas,  had  just  title  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
yet,  if  the  western  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande  was  at 
that  time  in  actual  possession  of  the  Mexicans, 
this  question  of  boundary  being  a  controverted 
question,  it  was  an  unjustifiable  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent. Now,  there  was  no  want  of  witnesses  here. 
Throwing  aside  others,  here  were  two  thousand 
men  in  the  army  under  General  Taylor  who  could 
testify  from  their  own  knowledge  on  the  subject. 
Permit  him  to  read  the  testimony  of  one  of  these 
witnesses.  He  wished  to  make  out  a  prima  facie 
case  merely;  and  he  asked  gentlemen,  if  they 
could,  to  contradict  this  testimony  by  a  particle  of 
testimony  on  the  other  side.  Here  was  an  extract 
of  a  letter  written  at  that  time  (and  published 
shortly  after  in  this  country)  by  one  of  the  officers 
under  General  Taylor,  and  who  was  an  eye-wit- 
ness of  the  scenes  of  which  he  writes.     He  says: 

"  Our  situation  liere  is  an  extraordinary  one  :  riglit  in  tlie 
enemy's  country,  actually  occupying  tlieir  corn  and  cotton 
fields,  tlie  people  of  tlie  soil  leaving  their  homes,  and  we, 
with  a  small  liandful  of  men,  marching  with  colors  flying 
and  drums  beating  right  under  the  very  guns  of  one  of  their 
principal  cities,  di.'^playing  the  star-spangled  banner,  as  if  in 
defiance,  under  tlieir  very  noses,  and  they,  with  an  army 
twice  our  size,  sit  quietly  down,  and  make  not  the  least  re- 
sistance, not  the  first  eft'ort  to  drive  the  invaders  ofT.  There 
is  no  parallel  to  it." 

Now,  if  what  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  his  friends  here  said  was  actually  true,  this 
state  of  facts  was  entirely  reversed.  It  was  Jimer- 
icajis  who  were  dwelling  in  the  houses  there,  cul- 
tivating their  corn  and  cotton  fields;  it  was  the 
Mexican  invading  army  that  drove  them  from  their 
houses  and  fields,  and  the  army  of  General  Taylor 
went  not  to  drive  them  away,  but  to  protect  the 
American  inhabitants  there.  But  where  was  the 
witness  who  testified  to  this  state  of  things .'  Was 
there  one,  from  the  commanding  general  down  to 
the  meanest  camp  follower,  who  undertook  to  show 
that  that  was  the  state  of  facts,  which  must  be 
shown  to  establish  the  position  that  war  was  com- 
menced by  the  act  of  Mexico.'  But  he  should  be 
told — as  he  had  heard  such  things  before,  both 
here  and  elsewhere — that,  however  this  might  be, 
he  ought  nevertheless  to  maintain  (contrary  to  his 
clear  convictions  of  truth)  that  the  Mexicans  were 
the  invading  army,  and  that  the  American  army 
under  General  Taylor  went  forwai-d  to  the  left  bank 
of  the  Rio  Grande  to  protect  the  American  inhab- 
itants there;  that  to  do  this,  was  to  take  the  side  of 
his  country;  and,  in  a  state  of  war,  men  ought  to 
take  the  side  of  their  country.  Yes,  in  war  and  in 
peace,  every  man  ought  to  take  the  side  of  his 
country;  but,  in  order  to  determine  what  was  the 
side  of  his  country,  he  must  determine  what  was 
the  true  interest  and  glory  of  his  country.  Is  James 
K.  Polk  ijiy  country.'  Then  I  confess  (said  Mr. 
D.)  I  am  no  patriot.  Is  it  patriotism  to  falsify 
facts.' — to  lie.'  In  monarchical  governments, 
there  were  men  who  surround  the  throne  and 
fill  the  royal  ear  with  falsehood  and  flattery,  who 
live  by  these  arts,  and  who  call  themselves  loyal. 
So,  too,  in  republican  governments,  there  were 
men  who  surround  their  high  functionaries;  and 
they,  too,  live  in  this  way,  and  call  themselves 
patriots.  But  he  liked  better  the  honest  man,  who 
tells  the  king  or  his  rulers  the  truth,  though  at  the 
risk  of  disfavor  and  disgi-ace;  and  he  had  rather 
act  this  honest  part  himself,  even  at  the  risk  of 
being  stigmatized  as  a  "Mexican  Whig." 

Now,  something  as  to  the  motives  with  which 
this  war  was  commenced  and  prosecuted  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  by  those  par- 
tisans who  sustained  him.  He  thought  he  could 
discover  a  two-fold  purpose:  a  domestic  purpose, 
and  a  foreign  purpose — an  object  to  be  accom- 
plished at  home,  and  an  object  to  be  accomplished 
abroad.  He  believed,  and  he  therefoi-e  charged, 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  had  com- 
menced and  was  prosecuting  this  war  in  a  base  and 
partisan  spirit,  and  for  base  and  partisan  pui-poses; 
and  he  thought  the  facts  from  which  he  deduced 
this  conclusion  amply  sustained  it,  and  were,  in 
themselves,  clear  and  indisputable.  Let  him  no- 
tice here  an  inconsistency  in  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side.  They  are  con.stantly  saying  to  us,  (said  Mr. 
D.,)  "Why,  you  should  unite  with  us  in  support- 
ing this  war;  the  country  should  present  a  united 
front;  you  must  not  enter  into  discussions  about 


the  origin  of  this  war,  the  motives  with  which  it  is 
prosecuted,  because  these  discussions,  reaching 
Mexico,  convey  the  idea  that  the  country  is  di- 
vided, and  cause  her  to  persist  in  her  obstinate 
resistance."  The  country  is  in  war,  (say  they;) 
therefore,  we  must  vote  all  the  men  and  money 
the  President  requires;  we  must  not  inqu  ire  whether 
he  has  violated  the  Constitution;  we  must  not  in- 
quire, being  engaged  in  an  attempt  to  deprive  the 
JMexicans  of  their  liberties,  whether  our  own  are 
in  danger! 

If  gentlemen  were  sincere,  if  they  really  held 
these  Mexican  Indians  in  such  fear  as  to  think  it 
unsafe  to  discu.ss  the  war,  why  was  it  that  from 
the  beginning  they  had  done  as  they  now  did— all 
they  could  do  to  force  the  Whigs  into  opposition 
to  the  war.'  And  why  did  they  not  indirectly, 
leaving  it  a  matter  of  inference,  instead  of  directly, 
say  that  there  was  in  the  country  a  party  that 
sympathized  with  the  Mexicans,  that  wished  the 
Mexicans  success?  Do  we  hear  any  Whigs  in 
this  Hall  or  elsewhere,  did  any  Whig  journals 
use  any  such  language?  No;  it  proceeded  entirely 
from  gentlemen  on  the  other  side.  We  (said  Mr. 
D.)  may  not  utter  the  most  solemn  truths  for  fear 
Mexico  may  misunderstand  them!  You  may  give 
utterance  to  the  grossest  slanders,  whicli  do  all 
this  mischief  (if  any  is  done)  which  you  profess 
so  much  to  deprecate.  It  was  not  Whig  truth,  but 
Democratic  falsehood,  that  gave  "aid  and  com- 
fort" to  the  Mexicans.  Suppose  a  Whig  made  a 
speech  which  was  indiscreet,  if  they  pleased,  he 
asked  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  why  did  they 
select  particular  passages,  print  them  in  italics  and 
capitals,  distort  them  from  the  context,  interpolate 
words  never  used,  and  found  upon  the  whole  a 
commentary  as  different  as  possible  from  any  idea 
in  the  mind  of  the  author?  He  would  tell  them: 
it  was  because  they  wished  to  injure  the  Whigs 
here  at  home  by  exciting  popular  prejudices, 
while  they  cared  not  what  the  effect  might  be 
abroad.  He  said,  if  any  opinion  existed  in  Mexico 
that  there  is  a  Mexican  party  in  this  country,  the 
President  and  his  supporters,  and  not  the  Whigs, 
were  responsible.  Look  at  the  very  beginning 
of  this  war.  The  army  of  General  Taylor  was 
thought  to  be  in  danger;  instant  supplies  were 
thought  to  be  necessary  to  save  them  from  destruc- 
tion; these  supplies  might  have  been  voted  almost 
unanimously;  there  might  per  chance  have  been 
a  solitary  no,  but  it  would  have  been  almost 
entirely  unanimous.  Then  why  did  you  not  take 
that  unanimous  vote  of  Congress  when  you  might 
have  had  it?  Why  did  you  deliberately  determine 
that  upon  this  question  there  should  be  a  division  ? 
Why  insist  on  pressing  into  this  bill  appropriating 
for  supplies  a  preamble  which  I  do  not  say  you 
believed  false,  but  which  you  knew  the  Whigs 
believed  to  be  false?  Was  it  necessary  to  have 
this  objectionable  preamble  in  order  to  obtain  the 
supplies?  You  had  ample  notice  on  the  other  side 
what  the  Whigs  thought.  On  a  distinct  vote  be- 
ing taken  on  this  preamble,  every  Whig  in  this 
House,  with  perhaps  two  or  three  exceptions, 
voted  to  strike  out  this  preamble;  and  with  that 
notice  gentlemen  insisted  on  keeping  the  preantiblc 
in  the  bill.  Now,  if  there  was  any  other  hypothe- 
sis by  which  this  act  could  be  explained — if  gen- 
tlemen, who  deemed  union  so  necessary,  could 
tell  him  why  they  deliberately  resolved  that  there 
should  be  division  and  separation  on  this  ques- 
tion— if  there  was  any  other  hypothesis  by  which 
it  could  be  explained,  he  would  like  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  BOYD,  interposing  for  a  word  of  explana- 
tion, (and  Mr.  D.  yielding,)  said,  if  the  gentleman 
would  refer  to  the  record,  he  would  find  eighteen 
of  his  political  friends  voting  for  the  preamble  de- 
claring that  Mexico  made  the  war. 

Mr.  DUER  (resuming)  said  he  had  seen  the 
yeas  and  nays  as  published  at  the  time — whether 
correctly  or  not,  he  could  not  tell — in  which  but 
four  Whigs  voted  to  sustain  the  preamble.  I  may 
be  mistaken 

Mr.  PENDLETON  (in  his  seat.)  You  are 
right.  .   . 

Mr.  DUER  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  says 
I  am  right:  but  the  exact  number  is  immaterial. 

Now,  it  was  said,  that  the  Whigs  had  voted  that 
this  war  existed  by  the  act  of  Mexico,  and  it  was 
thought  to  convict  them  of  gross  inconsistency  in 
voting  at  this  session  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  commenced  the  war.  That  decla- 
ration was  false,  grossly  taisc,  although  he  found  it 
in   the  message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
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States  at  the  present  session  of  Cong^iess.  He  cer- 
tainly did  not  mean  to  charge  that  higli  functionary 
with  dehberately  saying  what  was  untrue,  but  he 
charged  that  the  fact  alleged  was  untrue  and  false. 
He  referred  to  facts,  to  tlie  records  of  this  House, 
which  showed  it  to  be  false,  and  that  the  Whig 
party,  with  almost  entire  unanimity,  voted  against 
the  preamble  upon  a  distinct  vote;  and  because 
they  voted  for  the  bill  with  the  preamble  forced 
into  it,  rather  than  refuse  supplies  for  the  army  in 
.peril,  it  was  said  they  voted  for  the  preamble!  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhett]  him- 
self explained  it.  He  was  one  of  those  who  voted 
against  the  preamble,  and  afterwards  for  the  bill; 
that  those  who  voted  for  the  bill  looked  to  the 
essence  of  the  measure;  that  instant  succors  were 
believed  to  be  necessary,  and  he  voted  for  succors 
in  spite  of  the  false  preamble  attached  to  the  bill. 
The  fireamble  was  declared  upon  solemn  vote  in 
this  House,  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
and  by  the  whole  Whig  party,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  to  be  false.  Every  man  here  knew  it; 
the  country  knew  it ;  it  was  notorious  that  the 
Whig  party  never  intended  to  say,  and  did  not  in 
fact  say,  that  war  was  commenced  by  the  act  of 
Mexico. 

He  would  now  allude  to  another  mode  in  which 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  "aided  and  comforted" 
Mexico,  by  telling  her  that  there  is  a  Mexican 
party  in  this  country.  What  did  the  President  of 
the  United  States  tell  us  in  his  message  at  the  com- 
mencement nf  the  last  session  of  Congress?  That 
the  individuals  who  maintain  that  the  soil  on  which 
the  first  battle  was  fought  was  not  the  soil  of  the 
United  Slates,  give  "aid  and  comfort"  to  the  en- 
emy. Did  he  simply  mean  that  that  was  the  indi- 
rect eflect  of  using  such  language,  and  therefore 
that  great  prudence  should  be  used.'  He  (Mr.  D.) 
did  not  think  this  was  what  he  meant.  The  Pres- 
ident used  the  technical  words  which  defined  the 
crime  of  high  treason  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Stales.  He,  a  lawyer,  an  adroit  partisan, 
uses  this  language,  and  addresses  it  to  the  repre- 
sentatives of  those  whom  the  recent  elections  have 
demonstrated  to  be  more  than  half  the  people  of 
the  United  States  !  Never  was  more  falsehood  and 
more  insult  coupled  together  than  in  that  message, 
if  that  was  meant;  and  it  was  evident  that  it  was 
meant — that  it  was  intended  by  innuendo  to  insin- 
uate what  el-sewhere  had  been  directly  said,  that 
tho.se  who  maintain  this  position  are  moral  traitors, 
and  deserve  the  punishment  affi.xcd  to  treason. 

Now,  when  the  Mexicans  found  the  President 
of  the  United  States  saying  that  half  or  more  of 
the  people  of  this  country  think  the  war  unjust — 
that  they  are  Mexicans  at  heart, — were  they  not 
likely,  coming  from  tliat  source,  to  give  the  decla- 
ration credit.'  It  is  what  you  have  said  in  Con- 
gress, (said  Mr.  D.,)  what  you  are  daily  saying 
in  your  public  presses;  it  is  what  your  own  Chief 
Magistrate  has  said:  these  are  the  sources  from 
which  the  Mexicans  have  imbibed  the  idea  that 
there  are  Mexicans  in  this  country.  He  would  f 
not  stop  to  notice  that  charge,  coming  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  or  from  whatever 
source.  The  man,  however  exalted  his  position, 
who  lowered  himself  to  use  calumnies  of  that  de- 
scription, was  too  low  to  deserve  his  notice.  Trai- 
tors to  our  country!  The  Whig  party  traitors! 
Who  believes  it?  I  should  disdain  to  use  such 
charges  against  my  opponents.  There  may  be  a 
solitary  traitor,  but  traitors  in  this  country  are 
rare. 

He  wished  briefly  to  notice  another  feature  in 
the  management  of  this  war,  and  that  was,  that  all 
the  honors  and  emfiluments  of  this  war,  which 
were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  President,  had, 
with  perhaps  a  few  exceptions,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  been  conferred  on  the  partisans  of  him 
who  had  recently  declared  himself  the  President  of 
ihe  country,  not  of  a  party.  Now,  he  asked,  was 
this  jusi  r  Who  fought  our  battles  ?  Were  there 
not  Whigs  there  as  well  as  Democrats?  Who.se 
treasure  was  poured  forth  in  this  war  ?  Did  they 
lax  Dcmocrals  alone?  Would  the  burden  of  this 
debt  which  the  Administration  wa.'J  rolling  up  rest  on 
the  children  of  Democrats  alone,  and  not  upon  the 
children  of  Whigs?  Why,  then,  while  the  Whigs 
equally  shared  these  burdens,  should  their  oppo- 
nents take  nil  the  honors  to  themselves?  And  if, 
in  spite  of  this,  wc  vote  you  supplies — if  I  he  Whigs 
volunteer  to  fight  your  battles,  and  provide  for  ttie 
widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  fall  in  buttle, 
and  for  making  which  they  ccrtuinly  are  not  re- 


sponsible, instead  of  receiving  any  credit  for  it, 
they  are  continually  taunted  with  inconsistency  by 
those  who  had  commenced,  and  were  prosecuting 
the  war,  for  their  own  selfish  partisan  purposes. 
It  may  be  inconsistent  in  a  Whig,  thinking  as 
Whigs  usually  do,  to  volunteer  to  fight  its  battles 
60  long  as  it  is  an  aggressive  war,  a  war  of  inva- 
sion. It  may  be  that  Hardin  erred,  and  Lincoln 
erred;  it  may  be  that  it  was  an  error  that  young 
Clay's  gallant  spirit  sought  immortality;  but  if  so, 
it  was  an  error  of  that  sort  that  immortalizes  the 
men  who  commit  it;  an  error  like  that  of  Brutus 
when  he  slew  the  tyrant  of  his  country;  like  that 
of  Virginias  when,  to  save  his  daughter  from  dis- 
honor, he  plunged  a  dagger  into  her  bosom.  Is  it 
generous  in  you  Democrats,  under  such  circum- 
stances, to  taunt  us  with  inconsistency  in  this  war, 
commenced  and  prosecuted  by  you  for  partisan 
purposes;  in  this  war  in  which  you  have  reaped 
all  the  honors  and  emoluments,  but  in  which  we 
equally  share  the  burdens;  in  this  war  in  which 
you  have  sought  to  disgrace  even  the  gallant  gen- 
erals who  liave  won  all  its  victories  because  they 
are  Whigs?  And  when  the  Whigs,  under  such 
circumstances,  vote  supplies  and  ofi^er  up  their 
lives  in  defence  of  their  country,  and  are  met  only 
by  taunts  and  reproaches,  do  you  properly  appre- 
ciate their  patriotism  ?  And  how  have  you  treated 
the  generals  in  this  war?  How  have  you  "  aided 
and  comforted"  the  Mexicans?  You  have  court- 
martialed  now  one  of  the  generals,  who  has  won  a 
series  of  the  most  brilliant  victories  recorded  in 
history.  True,  the  other  general — you  have  thank- 
ed him  with  a  proviso.  Was  such  a  mode  of  thank- 
ing a  victorious  general  ever  dreamed  of  before? 
It  seems  the  latest  invention  of  "  progressive  De- 
mocracy !"  If  General  Taylor  deserves  censure, 
why,  censure  him;  but  do  not  treat  him  like  a  sick 
child — giving  him  physic  mixed  up  with  a  little 
sweetening. 

Leaving  now  the  personal  motives  which  had 
influence  in  the  conduct  of  this  war,  he  would 
refer  to  another  mode  of  its  prosecution.  Under 
what  head  to  place  it  he  was  somewhat  at  a  loss; 
he  thought  it  might  come  under  the  domestic  head; 
that  it  might  proceed  from  objects  to  be  accom- 
plished here,  not  in  Mexico.  When  hostilities 
broke  out,  there  was  in  exile  from  Mexico,  that 
man,  who,  of  all  the  Mexicans,  had  the  most  influ- 
ence over  his  countrymen;  a  man  of  high  talent; 
their  ablest  general,  and  no  mean  general;  the  only 
man,  who,  although  subject  to  all  those  mutations 
to  which  all  men  were  subject  in  the  Spanish- 
American  States,  alone  seemed  able  permanently 
to  retain  power  and  influence.  This  man  was  in 
exile.  The  first  thing  we  heard  was,  that  this 
exiled  general  had  passed  through  our  blockading 
squadron,  and  been  received  in  Mexico;  that  he 
had  raised  an  army  as  if  by  magic,  and  from  that 
day  to  this  the  obstinate  resistance  offered  by  the 
Mexicans,  and  most  of  the  American  blood  which 
had  flowed,  may  be  traced  to  the  presence  of  Santa 
Anna  in  Mexico^  Shortly  after  this,  a  suspicion 
got  abroad,  incredible  though  it  was,  and  too  mon- 
strous almost  for  belief,  and  gathered  strength,  that 
Santa  Anna  entered  Mexico  with  the  knowledge 
and  consent  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  ! 
It  finally  assumed  the  form  of  a  direct  charge,  and 
the  very  pass  was  jniblished  by  which  it  was  said 
Santa  Anna  was  admitted.  Well,  this  was  dented, 
peremptorily  denied,  and  the  pass 'alleged  to  be  a 
forgery;  but  before  long,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  obliged  to  acknowledge  that  with 
his  connivance  Santa  Anna  entered  Mexico,  and 
this  war  has  been  conducted  on  the  part  of  the 
Mexicans.  True,  the  copy  first  published  was  not 
an  exact  one;  it  was  signed  by  .Tames  K.  Polk, 
instead  of  Mr.  Bancroft,  who  it  now  appeared 
signed  it  by  order  of  the  President;  who  was  now 
rewarded — whether  for  that  service  he  could  not 
say — with  the  mission  to  Great  Britain.  This 
pass  was  short,  and  being  a  document  of  import- 
ance, from  which  consequences  so  momentous  had 
flown,  he  would  ask  permission  to  read  it  to  the 
committee: 

["  PRIVATE  AND  CONFIDKNTl  M,.] 

"  IJ.  S.  Navy  Dkpartmknt,  Mm/  13,  184(5. 
"CoMMOnom; :  If  Siiiita  Anna  endoiivors  lii  enter  the 
Mexican  poit,  yon  will  allnw  liiin  lo  pass  freely. 
"  Ilcspcctfullv,  voiirs, 

■"  GEOltCE  BANCROFT. 
"  ('iinimodoro  David  Oonnkk, 

"  Vommaittling  Home  Sqiiadroti." 

Tliis  was  the  missive  with  which  Santa  Anna 
passed  Hirough    the   American   fleet.     With  this 


talisman  hanging  around  his  neck,  he  raised  the 
army  which  caused  the  gullies  of  Buena  Vista  to 
flow  with  the  blood  of  our  countrymen.  By  vir- 
tue of  this  same  bloody  scroll,  he  poured  death 
into  our  ranks  from  the  heights  of  Cerro  Gordo; 
and  at  Contreras,  and  Churubusco,  and  Molino 
del  Rey,  and  along  the  avenues  to  the  city  of  Mex- 
ico, he  strewed  the  fields  and  blocked  the  roads  with 
the  dead  bodies  of  our  brave  soldiers.  If  these 
lines  were  written  in  the  American  blood  they 
have  caused  to  flow,  the  fatal  characters  would 
swell  to  gigantic  proportions,  and.  Colossus-like, 
might  bestride  your  Capitol;  and  if  all  the  tears  of 
widows  and  orphans  that  have  the  same  source 
were  poured  out  in  the  valley  beneath,  a  sea  would 
rise  that  would  surmount  the  "  White  House," 
and  bury  in  its  waves  James  K.  Polk  and  all  his 
wicked  advisers. 

This  was  not  all ;  it  was  but  part  of  the  history 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Administration  in  that  war. 
At  the  time  Santa  Anna,  under  a  power  of  attorney 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  as  his 
"private  and  confidential"  agent,  was  raising  an 
army  to  overwhelm  General  Taylor,  at  that  very 
time  the  President  of  the  United  States  was  direct- 
ing General  Scott  to  withdraw  from  Taylor  the 
greater  part  of  his  victorious  forces.  At  the  same 
time  that  he  was  giving  Mexico  a  general,  he  was 
withdrawing  from  our  own  general  the  greater  part 
of  his  victorious  forces.  It  reminded  him  (Mr. 
D.)  of  that  passage  of  scripture  where  Delilah  cuts 
oflf  Samson's  hair,  and  then  shouts  in  his  ears, 
"  the  Philistines  be  upon  thee,  Samson."  Now, 
he  would  not  charge  or  believe  that  it  was  any  part 
of  the  design  or  wish  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  that  General  Taylor  should  be  defeated 
and  his  gallant  army  annihilated.  This  suspicion 
was  too  monstrous!  But  he  did  suspect  and  be- 
lieve that  a  main  motive  at  the  bottom  of  this 
movement  on  the  part  of  the  President  was,  that 
he  thought  a  retreat  somewhat  inglorious  might  be 
not  useless  discipline  to  one  who  was  becoming 
too  dangerous  a  rival.  We  cannot  penetrate  into 
the  breasts  of  men  and  read  their  secret  motives, 
but  we  have  a  right  to  judge  of  their  motives  as 
plainly  indicated  by  their  actions.  He  believed 
from  the  opening  of  the  war  that  one  of  the  Presi- 
dent's motives  had  been  that  he,  as  the  hero  of  this 
war,  might  have  his  ambitious  aspirings  gratified 
by  a  reelection,  and  he  believed  it  now  to  be  one  of 
the  motives  of  James  K.  Polk. 

But  let  him  briefly  consider  what  were  the  ob- 
jects of  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  his 
partisans  in  the  present  prosecution  of  this  war,  as 
for  as  Mexico  was  concerned.  The  President  de- 
clared in  his  message  last  year,  and  repeated  it  this 
year,  that  in  the  commencement  and  prosecution 
of  the  war,  his  object  was  "  peace,"  and  is  now 
"  peace."  He  would  not  call  in  question  the  sin- 
cerity of  the  President;  he  would  not  imitate,  in 
that  respect,  his  own  bad  example.  Doubtless  he 
was  a  very  sincere  man;  but  he  was  unfortunate 
in  this,  that  his  acts  were  the  reverse  of  his  inten- 
tions. He  believed  him  as  sincere  now  as  wherj 
he  professed  his  conversion  to  the  principles  of  a 
protective  tariff"  in  the  Kane  letter,  or  afterwards, 
when  he  went  for  the  whole  of  Oregon  up  to  54  40. 

But  how  had  the  President  sought  peace  ?  Why, 
in  time  of  profound  tranquillity,  he  ordersour  army 
to  invade  the  soil  of  Mexico  to  "  conquer  a  peace." 
That  was  the  beginning.  Our  victorious  arms 
penetrate  into  the  interior,  and  capture  Monterey. 
The  general  in  command  enters  into  an  armistice 
with  a  view  of  opening  negotiations  for  peace, 
which  the  President  so  much  desires;  but  no  sooner 
did  the  President  hear  of  this,  than  he  ordered  the 
termination  of  the  armistice,  and  directed  the  war 
to  be  renewed;  and  all  for  the  sake  of  peace!  Af- 
terwards he  sends  General  Scott  into  iVIexico,  and 
after  a  series  of  brilliant  battles,  in  all  which  Mex- 
ico is  defeated,  the  victorious  general  finds  himself 
before  the  capital  ofMexico,  which  lies  at  his  mercy. 
Then  again  negotiations  are  opened,  and  new  offers 
of  peace  are  made.  The  Mexicans  ofl'er  to  cede 
us,  say  one-(Jiird  of  their  territory,  (for  he  did  not 
profess  to  speak  with  entire  exactness,)  and  this 
oflcr  was  indignantly  rejected  by  the  President, 
who  all  the  while  is  seeking  for  "  pence  !" 

What  prevented  peace  from  being  made  at  that 
time  (he  asked)  by  Mr.  Trist?  What  was  the  real 
dillii'ulty  ?  Was  it  one  of  territory?  He  thought 
not,  froin  reading  the  comespondence.  lie  ihought 
it  was  obvious  thaX  the  Mexicans  were  willing  lo 
abandon  to  us  all  their  unoccupied  tfcrritory;  but 
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negotiations  were  broken  off  on  a  point  of  honor, 
because  they  would  not  sell  us  New  Mexico,  an 
inhabited  portion  of  their  Republic — because  they 
could  not  barter  away  their  countrymen  who  lived 
there. 

The  President  wanted  peace.  How  much  piece  ? 
How  much  of  Mexico  was  embraced  in  it  ?  Was 
it  one-half  or  two-thirds  ?  The  instructions  to  Mr. 
Trist  were  to  take  something  like  two-thirds.  We 
were  to  recover  indemnity;  recover  not  only  the 
debts,  but  the  costs,  and  these  were  rapidly  accu- 
mulating; and  Mr.  D.  urged  that  these  would  soon 
absorb  the  whole  of  Mexico,  and  destroy  her  na- 
tionality, which  seemed  to  be  just  what  the  Presi- 
dent desired,  who  nevertheless  told  us,  if  this 
should  happen,  it  would  happen  contrary  to  his 
most  strenuous  desire,  and  as  the  sole  consequence 
of  the  obstinacy  of  Mexico,  in  a  war  of  invasion 
commenced  and  prosecuted  by  her!  These  were 
among  those  "Democratic  truths"  on  which  rest- 
ed the  "  column"  which  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  McCi.ernand]  described,  and  which 
he  so  appropriately,  Mr.  D.  thought,  consecrated 
to  James  K.  Polk.  This  was  patriotism — going 
on  conquering  and  to  conquer!  As  patriots  and 
republicans,  we  must  go  on  !  Away  with  this 
wretched  cant!  If  you  wish  this  plunder,  this 
dismemberment  of  a  sister  Republic,  let  us  stand 
forth  like  other  conquerors,  and  plainly  declare  our 
purposes  and  desires.  Let  us,  like  Alexander, 
who  boldly  avowed  that  he  went  for  glory  and 
conquest,  declare  our  objects.  Away  with  this 
mawkish  morality!  with  this  desecration  of  reli- 
gion! with  this  cant  about  "  manifest  destiny,"  a 
DIVINE  MISSION,  a  Warrant  from  the  Most  High,  to 
civilize,  christianize,  and  democratize  our  sister 
republic  at  the  mouth  of  the  cannon  ! — sentiments 
which  had  found  their  way  from  dinner-table 
speeches  and  club  harangues  to  the  mouths  of 
grave  Senators,  and  even,  as  he  had  heard,  to  the 
pulpit  itself,  but  which  seemed  to  him  fit  only  to 
be  preached  by  a  Friar  Tuck  to  a  band  of  robbers ! 

1  turn  from  James  K.  Polk,  the  dispenser  of  the 
spoils,  to  Washington,  to  find  what  patriotism  is. 
There  I  find  the  virtues  dwelling  together;  there  I 
find  patriotism  surrounded,  hallowed,  and  adorned 
by  truth,  justice,  and  humanity.  Who,  for  the 
whole  of  Oregon  or  of  Mexico,  would  have  the 
fair  fame  of  the  "  Father  of  his  Country"  sullied 
with  a  single  falsehood,  with  a  single  instance  of 
rapacity  or  injustice?  No;  let  his  image  rise  to 
men's  memories,  to  the  most  distant  time,  pure  as 
the  marble  in  which'his  form  is  sculptured  within 
these  enclosures — serene,  sublime  ;  bearing  the 
sword,  but  a  sword  that  was  drawn  for  liberty, 
not  for  conquest — a  sword  thai  was  never  stained 
but  with  the  blood  of  an  invader.  Such  I  would 
have  the  fair  fame  of  my  country;  such  has  been 
that  fame:  and  I  would  not  sell  that  fame  for  all 
the  trophies  of  all  the  conquerors  that  have  ever 
devastated  the  earth;  not  for  all  the  gold  and  silver 
which  Cortez  and  Pizarro  waded  through  blood  to 
obtain;  not  though  the  mountains  of  Mexico  were 
compact  of  solid  gold! 

Mr.  D.  proceeded  to  notice  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Morse,  of  Louisiana,  and  said  that  the  Whigs 
had  not,  as  charged,  declared  the  war  to  be  "  un- 
just and  unconstitutional,"  but  they  had  voted  that 
it  was  "  unnecessarily  and  unconstitutionally  com- 
menced by  the  President  of  the  United  States." 
No  one  doubted  that  after  it  was  authorized  by 
Congress,  it  had  become  constitutional. 

The  hammer  here  fell  ar  the  hour  expired. 

Mr.  SIMS,  of  South  Carolina,  next  obtained  the 
floor.  Passing  by  the  financial  questions  which 
were  involved  in  the  bill  immediately  before  the 
committee,  and  which  might  more  properly  be  de- 
ferred till  general  measures  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  the  ensuing  year  were  under  consideration,  he 
said  he  should  direct  his  attention  to  another  sub- 
ject which  had  occupied  so  much  of  the  considera- 
tion of  the  committee. 

Among  the  gifts  of  nature,  perhaps  few  were 
more  brilliant  and  none  more  dangerous  or  delu- 
sive for  a  public  speaker,  when  the  pursuit  of  truth 
was  desired,  than  a  vivid  imagination.  Ungifted 
in  this  respect,  he  should  not  attempt  to  rival  or 
answer  the  flights  of  imagination  of  the  very  imagi- 
native gentleman  who  had  just  preceded  him.  He 
should  not  attempt  to  repel  the  course  of  the  attacks 
struck  by  that  gentleman  at  the  motives  of  the 
President — attacks  which  rested  solely  on  the  as- 
sertions of  the  speaker  that  he  "  believed'^  that  the 
President,  although  his  motives  were  right,  had 


mistaken  the propercourse  ;  norto  repel  the  charges 
finally  made  of  vices  of  intention,  notwithstanding 
the  gentleman's  previous  admission  to  the  con- 
trary. 

He  left  all  that  argument  to  consider  the  policy 
of  our  Government  in  reference  to  the  war  now 
waging  with  Mexico — a  policy  distinctly  and  ex- 
plicitly avowed.  It  was  true  that  the  act  of  Con- 
gress by  which  war  was  declared  to  eilist  between 
this  country  and  Mexico  did  not  specifically  assert 
the  objects  for  which  that  war  should  be  waged. 
The  conduct  of  Mexico  had  made  such  a  declara- 
tion unnecessary  upon  this  occasion,  had  it  ordi- 
narily been  customary  and  proper;  but  the  omission 
to  make  such  a  declaration  by  Congress  of  the  ob- 
jects of  the  war  was  neither  unprecedented  nor  im- 
proper. A  hostile  blow  struck  by  Mexico;  the 
invasion  of  what  was  admitted  to  be  our  own  ter- 
ritory; what  General  Taylor  in  command  upon 
that  frontier,  what  this  House  in  granting  means 
to  repel  invasion,  acknowledged  to  be  our  own 
soil;  what  by  establishment  of  post  routes  and 
other  acts  Congress  had  acknowledged  and  assert- 
ed to  be  our  boundary — Mexico  making  this  in- 
vasion, striking  the  hostile  blow — no  manifesto 
was  required  of  the  objects  of  the  war.  It  was  a 
war  brought  on  by  the  act  of  Mexico. 

But,  had  a  proclamation  of  the  causes  been  re- 
quired, the  Executive  was  the  proper  department 
of  the  Government  under  our  system  to  make  this 
manifesto,  charged  as  he  was  with  all  our  foreign 
relations,  and  thus  possessed  necessarily  of  the 
entire  information  on  which  such  a  proclamation  or 
manifesto  could  be  truthfully  issued.  And  should 
Congress  attempt  to  issue  any  proclamation  or 
manifesto  of  the  causes  of  the  war,  it  must  be  based 
entirely  upon  the  information  furnished  with  refer- 
ence to  those  causes  by  the  Executive.  But  a 
proclamation  of  this  sort  was  made  by  the  Execu- 
tive, exactly  as  was  done  in  1812,  when  war  was 
undertaken  and  declared  to  exist  between  this 
country  and  Great  Britain. 

The  President  sent  in  his  message  in  the  month 
of  May,  1846,  in  which  he  referred  Congress  to 
the  injuries  heretofore  existing,  and  the  catalogue 
of  ills  which  we  had  experienced  at  the  hands  of 
Mexico,  and  then  he  set  forth  the  objects  of  the 
the  war.  In  response  to  that  message,  enumera- 
ting and  unequivocally  declaring  the  causes  and 
the  objects  of  the  war.  Congress  declared  that  the 
war  did  exist,  and  it  granted  supplies  for  the  pros- 
ecution of  the  war,  for  the  objects  and  purposes 
which  the  President  had  stated.  But  that  was  not 
all.  At  the  next  session  of  Congress,  the  Presi- 
dent, in  his  annual  message,  communicated  to  both 
branches  of  Congress  all  the  circumstances  relating 
to  our  position  towards  Mexico,  and  asked  for  the 
necessai'y  means  to  prosecute  the  war  vigorously 
for  the  attainment  of  those  objects  whicli  he  had 
enumerated.  The  means  were  granted.  The  war, 
therefore,  has  been  not  only  commenced,  and  the 
policy  undertaken  as  indicated  by  the  Executive, 
but  it  has  been  undertaken  with  the  entire  sanction 
of  every  department  of  this  Government  which 
may  be  constitutionally  intrusted  with  the  matter. 
When,  therefore,  he  asserted  that  our  policy  was 
distinctly  and  unequivocally  made  known,  he 
meant  it  was  the  policy  of  ,the  Government,  and 
not  of  any  part  of  this  Government.  That  policy, 
as  often  explained  in  this  House,  was  briefly,  in- 
demnity for  the  past  and  security  for  the  future; 
and  it  had  not  been  misunderstood  either  by  this 
House  or  by  the  people  of  this  country.  Indem- 
nity for  the  past  constituted  a  primary  object  of 
the  war.  The  recognition  of  a  boundary  between 
the  two  republics,  too,  was  one  of  the  first  objects 
of  the  war — the  recognition  of  the  Rio  Grande  as 
that  boundary,  and  a  peace  which  failed  to  secure 
that  object  could  not  do  other  than  bring  disgrace 
on  our  arms. 

Mr.  S.  read  an  extract  from  the  President's 
message  of  May,  1846,  setting  forth  that  war  ex- 
isted by  the  act  of  Mexico,  and  that  we  were 
called  upon  to  defend  the  rights  and  honor  of  the 
country.  Pie  also  read  a  passage  from  the  same 
message,  which  he  said  very  explicitly  avowed  the 
objects  of  the  war  in  which  the  country  was  in- 
volved, and  then  continued.  With  this  declaration 
on  the  part  of  the  President,  and  in  response  to 
the  call  of  the  President,  Congress  recognized  the 
war  for  those  avowed  objects.  They  were,  first, 
the  establishment  of  a  bouiidaiy  on  the  Rio  Grat:dc, 
excluding  the  interference  or  claim  of  Mexico  to 
that  portion  of  the  State  of  Texas.     That  was  the 


first  object  of  the  war.  Another  object,  which  was 
also  unequivocally  avowed  by  the  President  and 
sanctioned  by  Congress,  was  the  payment  for  in- 
juries which  our  citizens  have  sustained  by  the  acts 
of  Mexico.  These  were  the  two  primary  objects 
of  the  war,  and,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  there 
was  another  attached  to  these  objects,  which  was 
explicitly  announced  to  Congress;  it  was,  that  the 
war  would  be  prosecuted  to  secure  the  expenses 
of  the  war.  This  was  a  proposition  that  consisted 
with  all  the  rules  of  national  intercourse,  and  all 
the  text  writers  on  international  law.  If  a  nation 
were  driven  into  a  war  in  defence  of  its  just  rights, 
and  thus  involved  in  heavy  expense,  it  was  neces- 
sarily, on  a  restoration  of  peace,  entitled  to  those 
expenses,  and  hence  this  claim  was  founded  in 
reason  as  well  as  international  law.  When,  how- 
ever, peace  came,  this  was  one  of  those  claims 
which  might  be  insisted  on  rigorously  or  settled 
liberally. 

These,  then,  were  the  objects  of  the  war;  but 
connected  with  all  wars  there  were  necessarily  re- 
sults which  did  not  at  first  constitute  the  objects  of 
the  war,  but  which  might  necessarily  be  looked 
upon  as  results  growing  from  them.  One  of  these 
was  punishment  for  the  aggressions  made  on  the 
country.  This  was  connected,  too,  with  the  other 
branch  of  the  general  ground  assumed,  viz:  secu- 
rity for  the  future.  It  was  the  duty  of  a  belliger- 
ent forced  into  a  war  to  punish  the  aggressor.  It 
was  the  practice  of  every  country  to  punish  ag- 
gressors, to  save  themselves  from  future  aggres- 
sions. This  had  been  accomplished  in  part  by 
the  victories  which  we  have  achieved  over  Mexico. 
But  there  was  another  mode  of  punishing,  and  that 
was,  by  throwing  on  her  the  expenses  of  the  war 
during  its  progress,  and  compelling  her  to  pay 
them.  Another  was,  to  wrest  from  her  provinces 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  we  would  not 
demand.  This  might  be  done  to  secure  to  us  our 
rights,  and  also  for  our  security  in  reference  to  for- 
eign nations  and  Indian  tribes  on  the  frontier.  We 
have  a  right  to  insist  on  the  establishment  of  such 
territorial  limits — looking  at  the  conduct  of  Mexi- 
co— as  will  subserve  our  interests  and  safety  for 
the  future.  But  when  peace  shall  come — when  a 
treaty  shall  be  negotiated, — we  may  in  this  respect 
act  with  magnanimity,  as  becomes  a  great  nation 
towards  a  weaker  one.  We  may  relinquish  some 
of  our  rights  in  regard  to  the  feelings  of  the  weaker 
belligerent,  when  we  negotiate  a  peace;  but  while 
the  war  was  being  waged,  there  was  neither  time 
nor  place  for  magnanimity.  Magnanimity  was  a 
virtue  to  be  exercised  only  on  the  return  of  peace 
between  belligerents.  Magnanimity  in  war  was 
to  enforce  rigorously  the  rules  of  war.  A  relaxa- 
tion of  those  rules  was  cruelty,  inasmuch  as  it  en- 
dangered a  greater  eflfusion  of  blood  and  outlay  of 
the  treasure  of  both  nations. 

This,  then,  was  the  policy  of  our  Government, 
not  simply  of  the  Executive,  but  of  the  entire 
Government;  a  policy  to  which  the  Government 
has  given  its  sanction,  and  to  which  the  country 
is  plede;ed.  And  we  cannot  recede  from  that  poli- 
cy. That  the  war  has  not  been  waged  for  con- 
quest, the  President  has  at  all  times  told  us.  In 
the  responses  of  Congress  to  the  messages  of  the 
President,  that  feeling  has  predominated,  and  it  has 
influenced  the  country  in  reference  to  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war.  But  war  should  not  be  eternal; 
and  every  declaration  of  war  implies  the  entire 
subjugation  of  one  of  the  belligerents.  Unless  this 
were  so,  there  would  be  no  disposition  to  enter 
into  treaty  stipulations  to  put  a  period  to  the  war. 
If,  then,  Mexico  shall  still  refuse  to  put  a  period 
to  the  war,  in  spite  of  all  the  efforts  of  our  Govern- 
ment to  bring  it  to  a  close,  and  to  establish  amica- 
ble relations  between  the  two  republics,  was  it  not 
obviously  the  dictate  of  humanity,  as  well  as  the 
right  of  this  country,  that  the  war  should  be  vig- 
orously prosecuted,  that  Mexico  may  be  forced  to 
abandon  the  war,  and  that  its  horrors  may  be  mit- 
igated? This  was  obviously  just;  otherwise  war 
would  be  eternal.  Pie  repeated,  then,  that  in  every 
war  the  final  subjugation  of  one  belligerent  was 
necessary,  if  she  refused  to  listen  to  overtures  of 
peace  on  reasonable  terms.  This  result  \\'as  not 
desired  by  the  President  nor  by  the  American 
people;  and  when  peace  shall  come,  then  will  come 
the  time  for  the  exercise  of  magnanimity.  If  it 
shall  not  come,  we  shall  be  obliged  to  subjugate 
that  country  in  self-defence.  But,  if  subjugated, 
it  did  not  follow  that  we  were  to  hold  that  country 
permanently.     That  was  not  the  purpose  of  this 
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Government.  A  different  avowal  has  been  made. 
The  President  had  told  them  that  he  was  desirous 
to  brin?  the  war  to  a  close;  he  was  ready  to  nego- 
tiate a  peace  with  any  power  in  Mexico  able  to 
effect  it.  He  was  ready  to  go  further.  After  the 
regular  Government  shall  have  fatted  to  secure  a 
peace  on  reasonable  terms,  he  will  be  ready  to 
make  peace  with  any  Government  he  can  build  up 
bv  means  of  the  military  occupation  of  the  coun- 
try, so  anxious  was  the  President  for  peace.  And 
here  two  propositions  presented  tliemselves.  Had 
Mexico,  in  her  counter-project  to  Mr.  Trist,  offered 
fair  and  reasonable  terms  of  peace,  as  had  been 
hinted  by  some  and  denied  by  others.'  It  should 
be  remembered  that  the  primary  object  of  this  war 
was  to  secure  the  American  title  to  the  territory  on 
the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande.  But  this  was  dis- 
tinctly refused  in  the  Mexican  counter-project. 
Mexico  made  it  a  point  of  honor  to  refuse  the  ac- 
knowled2;nient  of  our  title  to  that  territory,  and 
thus  left  the  whole  question  unsettled  for  which 
we  ensja^ed  in  this  war.  It  would  be  degradin<^ 
to  us,  then,  as  a  nation,  to  terminate  the  war  on 
the  terms  which  Mexico  proposed,  for  it  would  be 
receding  from  the  objects  of  the  war,  as  announced 
by  the  Executive  and  by  Congress  at  its  com- 
mencement. 

But  there  were  other  terms  offered  which  were 
insulting  to  our  Government.  It  was  proposed 
that  we  should  not  only  take  the  Nuece.-j  as  our 
boundary,  but  that  we  should  call  upon  Great  Bri- 
tain to  become  our  security  and  guarantee,  that  un- 
der no  circumstances  will  we  admit  into  this  Con- 
federacy any  portion  of  that  which  is  now  Mexico. 
Not  only  this,  but  future  generations  were  to  be 
prohibited  from  deriving  any  advantage  from  the 
events  of  the  future,  and  our  posterity  as  well  as 
ourselves,  were  to  be  bound  by  treaty  stipulations, 
■which  we  were  to  call  upon  Great  Britain  to  guar- 
anty. These,  then,  were  terms  v.'hich  were  highly 
objectionable.  A  proposition  which  required  us  to 
obtain  the  guarantee  of  European  nations  was  an 
insult  to  the  dignity  and  honor  of  this  country. 
But,  besides  this,  there  were  other  cardinal  projects 
which  were  also  objectionable.  We  were  called 
upon  to  guaranty  the  continuance  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  within  such  limits  of  our  territory 
as  were  heretofore  part  of  Mexican  territory.  Here 
we  were  called  upon  to  make  a  stipulation  that  was 
inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  our  Govern- 
ment and  the  genius  of  our  people,  and  an  insult 
to  every  denomination  of  religion  in  the  country. 
Such  was  the  character  of  the  terms  which  gentle- 
men on  this  floor  urged  that  we  should  have  adopt- 
ed, with  which  we.sliould  have  been  satisfied,  and 
on  which  the  war  should  have  been  concluded. 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  in- 
sisted that  this  war  had  been  waged  unnecessarily, 
and  that  tlierefore  it  should  have  been  terminated 
on  the  terms  offered  to  Mr.  Trist;  but  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  meant  that  our  Government 
should  have  made  a  peace  on  the  terms  of  that 
counter-project,  he  (Mr.  Sims)  confessed  that  his 
friend  from  Georgia  held  in  less  estimation  than  he 
could  have  supposed  religious  freedom,  national 
independence,  and  national  honor. 

He  knew  the  objects  for  which  the  war  was 
commenced  were  yet  unattained,  notwithstanding 
the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  The  invader 
of  our  territory  had  lieen  expelled,  but  he  had  not 
been  sufficiently  punished  to  give  us  security  for 
the  future.  Our  title  to  the  territory  on  the  Rio 
Grande  waa  yet  unacknowledged.  Indemnity  for 
the  wrongs  done  to  the  persons  and  property  of 
our  citizens  was  yet  unattained.  We  had  been 
victorious  in  every  battle,  and  thus  we  had  brought 
upon  Mexico  condign  punishment;  but  we  have 
no  security  for  the  future.  These  were  the  legiti- 
mate objects  of  this  war,  and  the  question  now 
beinic  di.scnssed  in  this  the  thirtieth  Congress  of 
the  United  Staicsof  America  was,  whether  that  pol- 
icy should  be  abandonnd  or  carried  out.'  Whether 
we  shall  show  the  world  that  we  are  without  firm- 
ness of  purpose  or  derelict  to  our  own  purpo.se, 
and  thus  give  .semblance  to  the  allegations  of  the 
people  of  European  monarchies  that  there  are  no 
fixed  principles  in  a  republic?  He  knew  there 
was  authority  in  great  names,  but  the  policy  of 
thia  Government  in  this  respect  would  not  be 
changed  at  the  dictate  of  great  men.  Nor  would 
it  be  abandoned,  unless  it  should  be  shown  that  it 
was  unwise.  A  policy  to  i)e  wise,  must  be  first 
just;  and,  secondly,  it  must  be  calculated  to  effect 
the  objects  intended  to  be  accomplished.     And  is 


our  policy  just .'  Looking  at  the  otffects  which  he 
had  already  enumerated,  the  justice  of  our  policy 
depended,  first,  on  the  origin  of  the  war,  on  its 
objects,  and  on  the  means  used  to  carry  it  out. 
Of  the  first  point,  that  which  involved  the  justice 
of  this  war,  it  was  not  necessary  that  he  should 
say  anything,  for  it  had  been  repeatedly  discussed 
on  this  floor  and  before  the  whole  country.  On 
this  point  they  had  the  expression  of  the  opinion  of 
the  country  coming  up  from  their  primary  meet- 
ings ;  it  was  seen,  also,  in  the  enthusiasm  with 
which  the  ranks  of  the  army  were  filled  when  a 
call  was  made  for  an  additional  force  in  the  field. 
He  candidly  believed  in  the  justice  of  the  war,  and 
he  felt  it  was  unnecessary  to  enter  upon  its  vindi- 
cation. He  knew  its  opponents  had  drawn  a  met- 
aphysical distinction  between  war  with  Mexico  and 
this  country,  and  war  with  Mexico  and  the  Presi- 
dentof  theUnitedStates.  That  distinction  hadbeen 
drawn  by  a  distinguished  gentleman  at  the  other 
end  of  this  Capitol.  It  has  also  been  drawn  at  the 
close  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Duer.]  It  was  admitted  by  the  gen- 
tleman opposite  that  the  war  was  just  as  between 
Mexico  and  this  country,  but  unjust  as  far  as  con- 
cerned the  Executive.  It  would  then  be  insulting 
to  argue  the  justice  of  the  war.  When  Congress 
declared  this  war,  it  was  an  expression  of  opinion 
on  the  part  of  Congress  that  the  war  was  just  and 
necessary.  It  had  been  urged  by  some  of  those 
gentlemen  who  voted  for  the  recognition  of  the 
war,  that  it  was  forced  upon  them  by  a  species  of 
legislative  duresse.  Such  was  the  condition  of 
General  Taylor  on  the  Rio  Grande,  they  say,  that 
they  were  anxious  to  furnish  him  with  prompt  aid; 
but  by  a  species  of  legislative  duresse  they  were 
compelled  to  recognize  the  war,  or  leave  General 
Taylor  and  his  army  without  succor,  the  two  ques- 
tions having  been  made  indivisible  by  the  then  ma- 
jority in  Congress.  Now,  that  might  be  some  ex- 
cuse for  those  gentlemen  at  both  ends  of  the  Capitol 
if  that  had  been  the  only  vote;  but  what  should  be 
said  of  the  subsequent  votes  of  money  in  which 
both  parties  in  this  House  and  in  the  other  parti- 
cipated? Supplies  of  both  men  and  money  were 
furnished  during  the  Jast  session  of  the  29th  Con- 
gress— supplies  granted  for  what  the  gentleman 
now  called  a  war  of  invasion.  Now,  if  the  war  was 
unjust  and  unnecessary,  was  not  the  grant  of  the 
supplies  by  those  gentlemen  immoral?  If  the  war 
was  just  and  necessary,  their  votes  were  justified. 
Those  gentlemen,  therefore,  who  believe  the  war 
was  unjust  and  unconstitutionally  commenced, 
who  yet  vote  supplies  to  carry  it  on,  fall  under  the 
reprehension  of  those  writers  who  declare  that  a 
war  must  be  just  and  necessary  to  justify  a  nation 
that  engages  in  it.  If  this  war  was  neither  just 
nor  necessary,  after  voting  the  supplies  for  the  re- 
lief of  General  Taylor,  it  became  gentlemen  who 
entertained  that  view  to  refuse  all  future  supplies; 
they  should  refuse  to  give  a  dollar  and  to  furnish 
a  man  for  the  prosecution  of  a  war  that  they  be- 
lieve to  be  both  unjust  and  unnecessary. 

But  he  found  that  he  had  but  little  time  remain- 
ing, and  he  should  hasten  on  to  touch  other  top- 
ics. He  should  omit  all  argument  that  would  go 
to  show  tlie  justice  of  the  war,  and  come  to  the 
justice  of  the  objects  and  policy  of  the  war. 
Amongst  these  were,  in  the  first  place,  the  estab- 
lishment of  our  boundary,  and  indemnity  for  the 
injuries  which  our  people  have  sustained  from 
Mexico.  It  would  not  be  necessary  to  urge  any 
arguments  to  show  the  justice  of  this  portion  of  our 
policy.  The  only  point,  then,  to  which  he  asked 
attention,  was  in  reference  to  the  measures  to  carry 
out  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  this  war,  which 
were  necessary  to  the  attainment  of  the  end  in 
view.  These  were  the  expenses  of  the  war — mil- 
itary contributions,  by  which  the  burdens  of  the 
war  were  thrown  on  Mexico — and  the  acquisition 
of  new  territory  to  constitute  a  .sufficient  indem- 
nity. On  a  previous  occasion,  he  had  stated  his 
views  of  the  duty  of  Congress  in  respect  to  the 
expenses  of  the  war  ;  and  he  should  now  for  a 
moment  notice  the  other  proposition,  as  to  the  right 
and  duty  of  the  President,  as  commander-in-chief, 
to  levy  military  contributions  on  the  enemy. 

On  this  point  he  quoted  from  Vattel,  justifying 
military  contributions  as  humane,  because  it  saved 
the  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  from 
pillage.  Such  was  the  law  of  nations;  but  doubts 
nad  been  expressed  whether  the  President  had  the 
right  to  resort  to  that  course  which  the  law  of  na- 
tions sanctioned  without  the  authority  of  an  act  of 


Congress.  It  would  be  remembered  that  Congress 
primarily  was  concerned  in  a  declaration  of  war, 
and  that  there  were  three  powers  connected  there- 
with, viz:  "to  declare  war,  grant  letters  of  marque 
'  and  reprisal,  and  make  rules  concerning  captures 
'  on  land  and  water."  Military  contributions  did 
not  as  a  consequence  fall  within  either  of  the  last 
two  powers;  they  were  part  of  the  declaration  of 
war  and  of  the  means  by  which  the  war  was  to  be 
waged.  But  fortunately,  on  this  subject  they  wei'e 
not  left  without  authority.  He  admitted  that  the 
adjudication  of  captures  required  an  act  of  Con- 
gress; but  as  to  military  contributions,  he  was  not 
aware  that  the  question  had  ever  been  distinctly 
made  in  our  courts.  There  was,  however,  a  pas- 
sage by  Judge  Story  which  goes  to  vindicate  the 
President,  and  sustain  the  position  for  which  he 
was  contending.  [Mr.  S.  read  the  extract  refer- 
red to,  and  then  continued.]  It  sufliciently  ap- 
peared, then,  that  the  policy  of  our  Government 
was  vindicated  in  this  particular  branch  of  the 
means  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 

There  was  one  remark  which  he  wished  to  make" 
as  to  another  branch  of  the  policy  of  this  Govern- 
ment in  terminating  this  war,  and  he  wished  to  ask 
whether  it  was  just  and  proper  towards  us  and  to- 
wards Mexico.  Complaint  had  been  made  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  the  President  to  build  up  a 
Government  in  Mexico.  Well,  suppose  that  should 
be  the  ultimate  policy  of  the  President  in  attaining 
peaceful  relations,  would  it  be  wrong  in  principle 
or  unusual  in  practice?  Did  not  the  allied  Pow- 
ers of  Europe,  when  Louis  XVIII.  was  restored 
to  the  throne  of  France,  and  Napoleon  was  ex- 
pelled, stipulate  that  they  should  hold  that  country 
for  five  years  to  give  stability  to  the  Government? 
And  was  not  France  to  pay  the  expense  of  that 
military  occupation?  The  right  of  the  Allies,  with 
whom  Great  Britain  cooperated,  was  founded  in 
the  necessity  of  the  case.  It  was  deemed  neces- 
sary for  futiu-e  security.  The  allied  Powers  went 
so  far  as  to  debate  the  propriety  of  blotting  out  the 
nationality  of  France  for  their  future  security.  It 
was  admitted  that  this  policy  should  not  be  lightly 
adopted;  but,  rather  than  that  a  war  should  be 
prosecuted  eternally,  the  right  to  blot  out  a  na- 
tion's nationality  might  be  resorted  to,  otherwise 
war  might  be  perpetually  waged,  or  until  one  bel- 
ligerentlhad  extinguished  the  other.  It  was  a  pol- 
icy which  was  justified  on  the  ground  that  self- 
protection  required  it  on  the  one  hand,  and  that 
humanity  and  mercy  demanded  it  on  the  other.  It 
was  only  in  such  an  event  that  it  should  be  resort- 
ed to;  and  it  was  in  that  view  that  the  President 
had  alluded  to  it  as  the  ultimate  means  of  attaining 
peace.  This  practice  of  European  nations  had  not 
been  frequent;  but  it  was  enough  to  show  that  it 
was  not  incompatible  with  the  law  of  nations  that 
such  a  course  should  be  adopted. 

One  or  two  words  in  relation  to  the  latter  branch 
of  the  argument.  Was  this  policy,  if  carried  out, 
likely  to  attain  our  object — the  securing  of  a  peace  ? 
The  objections  to  this  policy  are  twofold.  Some 
contend  that  it  will  more  than  carry  out  our  policy, 
and  involve  us  in  consequences  from  which  it  will 
be  well  to  save  ourselves,  by  a  national  abandon- 
ment, and  the  withdrawal  of  our  troops  from  that 
country.  Anothe*  objection  was,  that  it  will  not 
secure  peace;  that  it  would  require  a  constant 
prosecution  of  the  war;  and  that  it  would  expose 
us  to  the  danger  of  being  entangled  with  European 
nations.  He  would  make  but  one  or  two  remarks 
in  relation  to  these  objections.  One  class  of  ob- 
jectors required  that  our  army  should  be  entirely 
withdrawn,  so  as  to  acquire  no  territory.  An- 
other class  of  objectors  say,  take  territory,  and 
withdraw  and  defend  that.  Now,  the  first  answer 
he  should  make  would  apply  to  both  of  these  classes 
of  objectors.  It  was  this:  that  whether  we  with- 
drew our  army  to  a  line  of  territory  to  be  claimed 
as  indemnity,  or  entirely  withdrew  to  the  limits  of 
the  United  States,  there  was  still  a  state  of  war 
between  this  country  and  Mexico;  peace  was  not 
restored,  and  war,  with  all  its  horrors  and  burdens, 
was  still  to  l»e  prosecuted  ;  whereas,  by  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war  now,  Mexico  would  be 
driven  to  embrace  such  terms  as  will  restore  ami- 
cable relations. 

The  Chairman's  hammer  announced  the  expira- 
tion of  the  gentleman's  hour,  and  the  floor  was 
awarded  to  Mr.  Ciiozier. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  progress;  and 
then 

The  House  adjourned. 
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The  following  members  compose  the  select  com- 
mittee on  the  petition  of  the  children  of  Eli  Whit- 
ney, the  inventor  of  the  cotton-gin,  viz: 

Messrs.  Johnson  of  Arkansas,  J.  R.  Ingersoll, 
DoNNELL,  Woodward,  Chapman,  Lumpkin,  Pal- 
frey, Bovv^DON,  and  Dixon. 

The  select  committee  appointed  on  so  much  of 
the  annual  message  of  the  President  as  recommends 
that  provision  be  made  for  the  families  of  those 
who  have  fallen  or  died  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States  in  Mexico,  is  composed  of  the 
following  members,  viz: 

Messrs.  Outlaw,  Haskell,  Wilmot,  Gaines, 
Richardson,  Fulton,  Lord,  Abbott,  and  Thomp- 
son of  Iowa. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  February  14,  1848. 
Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Herschell  V.  Johnson,  appointed  by  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Georgia  a  Senator  of  the 
United  States,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  the  Hon.  Walter  T.  Colquitt. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  having  taken  the  oath  prescrib- 
ed by  law,  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

PETITIONS. 
Mr.  BADGER  presented  the  memorial  of  Mrs. 
M.  Rodgers,  widow  of  Commodore  John  Rodgers, 
of  the  United  States  navy,  deceased,  praying  pay- 
ment for  double  rations  due  her  late  husband  as 
senior  officer  of  the  navy;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  additional  docu- 
ments in  relation  to  the  claim  of  George  Poindex- 
ter  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
executors  and  heirs  of  John  Rogers,  deceased, 
praying  bounty  land  and  half-pay;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CORWIN  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Ohio 
Yearly  Meeting  of  Friends,  held  at  Salem,  prayin  g 
for  an  immediate  termination  of  the  war  with  Mex- 
ico; which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Stark  county,  Ohio, 
and  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Monroe  county,  Michi- 
gan, praying  for  a  speedy  termination  of  the  war 
with  Mexico,  by  withdrawing  our  troops  within 
the  limits  of  our  own  territory,  and  then  settling 
the  point  in  dispute  by  negotiation  or  reference; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  citizens  of  Muskingum  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  remonstrating  against  the  prosecution  of 
the  Mexican  war  for  the  purpose  of  conquest,  or 
forcing  Mexico  to  sell  any  part  of  her  territory  to 
the  United  States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Joseph  Newell,  asking  to 
be  allowed  to  change  the  location  of  a  section  of 
land  granted  him  under  an  Indian  treaty;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Mayor  and  Common  Council  of  the  city  of  Fort 
Smith,  praying  the  division  of  the  district  of  Ar- 
kansas into  two  judicial  districts,  and  the  location 
of  the  seat  of  justice  for  the  western  division  at 
that  place;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  the  petition  of  H.  B.  Gaither,  praying 
compensation  for  services  as  clerk  to  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  Affairs  west  of  Arkansas;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on. Indian  Affairs. 
Mr.  CASS  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah  Ten 
Eyck,  executrix  of  Conrad  Ten  Eyck,  deceased, 
late  marshal  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
Michigan,  praying  the  payment  of  a  balance  due 
him  by  the  Government;  which  Was  rel'erred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  NILES  presented  the  petition  of  Reuben  M. 
Gibbs,  a  pensioner  of  the  United  States,  praying 
to  be  allowed  arrears  of  pension;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Charles  Larrabee,  a  pen- 
sioner of  the  United  States,  praying  to  be  allowed 
an  increase  and  arrears  of  pension;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Asahel  Kingsley,  a  revolu- 

tio)mry  soldier,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension; 

which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  presented  a  petition  of  cer- 


'■ain  citizens  of  Florida,  praying  the  establishment 
of  a  mail  route  from  Alaqua,  in  Florida,  to  Geneva, 
in  Alabama.  Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Flori- 
da, praying  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from 
Ucheeanna  to  Milton,  in  that  State;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  observed,  in  offering  these 
petitions,  that  the  people  of  West  Florida  had  for 
some  time  past  complained  of  the  mail  arrangements 
there  as  a  nuisance;  and  if  a  remedy  was  not  pro- 
vided, they  would  prefer  its  being  abated  to  con- 
tinuing as  at  present. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  presented  the  petition  of 
the  American  Colonization  Society,  praying  reim- 
bursement of  the  expenses  incurred  by  that  society 
for  the  support  of  a  number  of  Africans  captured 
by  a  United  States  vessel  of  war  from  on  board  a 
slave-ship,  and  landed  at  Monrovia,  in  Liberia; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BAGBY  presented  the  memorial  of  Peter 
Raudon,  representative  of  John  Raudon,  deceased, 
praying  indemnity  for  property  destroyed  during 
the  Creek  Indian  hostilities;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Samuel  F.  Butterwortii,  praying  compen- 
sation for  services  in  carrying  the  mail;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAGBY,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  ofJaines  H.  Causteii,  assignee 
of  Colonel  B.  Hogan,  on  the  tiles  ol'  the  Senate,  be  relerred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Atl'airs. 

CHRIST  CHURCH  BURIAL  GROUND. 

Mr.  GREENE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  me- 
morial of  the  Vestry  of  Washington  Parish ,  report- 
ed a  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  part  of  public 
reservation  numbered  thirteen  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  DOWNS  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of 
offences  committed  in  cutting,  destroying,  or  re- 
moving live  oak  and  other  timber  or  trees  reserved 
for  naval  purposes,"  approved  2d  March,  1831; 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  times  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

The  following -message  was  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  their 
Clerk: 

Mr.  President:  lamdiiected  by  the  Honse  of  Represent- 
atives to  return  to  the  Senate  at  their  request  the  bill  enti- 
tled "  An  act  for  an  increase  ol  the  medical  statf  of  the  army 
for  a  limited  time." 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  having  sign- 
ed sundry  enrolled  bills,  [  am  directed  to  deliver  them  to  the 
Senate  for  the  signature  of  its  President. 

INCREASE  OF  THE  MEDICAL  STAFF. 

Mr.  BADGER  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  for  an  increase  of  the  med- 
ical staff  of  the  army,  for  a  limited  time,  had  been 
passed. 

The  motion  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

MR.  Dickinson's  resolutions. 

Mr.  YULEE  moved  a  postponement  of  the 
prior  orders,  in  order  to  take  up  the  resolutions 
submitted  on  the  14th  of  December  by  Mr.  Dick- 
inson, and  that  his  resolutions,  offered  on  the  12th 
of  .January  as  a  substitute  for  those  submitted  by 
Mr.  Dickinson,  might  be  considered. 

Mr.  FOOTE  objected.  He  regarded  the  bill 
now  before  the  Senate  as  one  of  vital  importance, 
and  expressed  his  decided  opposition  to  engaging 
in  the  consideration  of  any  other  subject  which 
might  encroach  upon  the  time  allotted  to  the  spe- 
cial order.  He  was  not  at  all  disposed  to  give 
way  to  a  wordy  debate,  which  would  trench  upon 
the  great  measure  now  before  the  Senate,  and  be, 
perhaps,  of  mischievous  tendency. 

Mr.  YULEE  replied,  that  he  would  be  very 
sorry  if  what  he  had  to  say  on  this  subject  should 
be  regarded  as  mischievous  in  its  tendency.  It 
was  his  purpose  to  discuss,  upon  its  constitutional 
merits,  a  question  which  had  not  been  introduced 
by  him  on  that  floor,  but  which  was  introduced 
by  an  honorable  Senator  from  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant States  in  the  Union,  n\id  which  was  fully 
discussed  by  him  during  the  morning  hour.  Hav- 
ing presented  a  substitute  for  the  resolutions  sub- 
mitted by  that  gentleman,  he  had  felt  himself  en- 


titled to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  for  an 
opportunity  of  stating  the  grounds  on  which  these 
resolutions  rested.  It  was  during  the  morning 
hour  that  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  New 
York  was  discussed,  and  it  wasduring  the  morning 
hour  that  he  (Mr.  Y.)  solicited  a  like  indulgence 
from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FOOTE  would  not  urge  his  objection,  as 
assurance  had  now  been  at  least  impliedly  given, 
that  the  discussion  of  the  bill  before  the  Senate 
would  not  be  interfered  with,  by  allowing  the  Sen- 
ator from  Florida  to  present  his  views  on  his  prop- 
osition. But  his  conscience  and  sense  of  duty 
could  not  permit  him  to  consent  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  any  matter  which  was  likely  to  impede,  in 
the  slightest  degree,  the  progress  of  the  debate  on 
the  great  subject  to  which  he  alluded. 

Mr.  DOWNS  also  objected  to  the  introduction 
of  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  Florida  at 
this  time.  It  was  not  probable  that  the  discussion 
on  them  could  be  avoided,  as  there  was  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  in  regard  to  them,  even  on  the 
part  of  Senators  from  the  South.  Still,  he  was 
anxious  to  have  the  question  discussed,  and  v/ould 
be  very  happy  to  hear  the  discussion,  when  the 
Senate  was  less  occupied  than  at  present. 

Mr.  YULEE  said  that  after  he  had  spoken,  a 
day  could  be  fixed  for  the  consideration  of  his  res- 
olutions. 

Mr.  DOWNS  remarked,  that  in  that  case  no 
opportunity  of  reply  would  be  afforded  to  gentle- 
men who  might  be  disposed  to  differ  from  the 
Senator  from  Florida. 

Mr.  TURNEY  said  that  if  the  resolutions  were 
taken  up  only  during  the  morning  hour,  so  as  not 
to  interfere  with  the  discussion  of  the  special 
order,  he  had  no  objection;  if,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  special  order  was  trenched  uporj,  he  must  re- 
fuse the  discussion  solicited  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Florida. 

Mr.  CASS  suggested  a  postponement  of  the 
resolutions  till  after  the  special  order  had  been  dis- 
posed of  by  the  Senate.  It  was  not  a  matter  of 
pressing  importance  that  the  sentiments  of  the 
gentleman  from  Florida  on  this  subject  should  be 
expressed  to-day.  For  himself,  he  would  hear 
the  gentleman  with  great  pleasure;  but  it  did  seem 
to  him  to  be  in  every  way  most  expedient  to  defer 
the  consideration  of  his  resolutions,  and  avoid  any 
interruption  of  the  debate  on  the  special  order,  on 
which  it  was  highly  important  to  obtain  speedy 
action. 

Mr.  BADGER  begged  to  submit,  with  great 
respect  to  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  that  the  application  thus 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Florida  stood  on  pecu- 
liar grounds.  Agreeing  fully  with  that  gentleman 
in  the  general  position  that  nothing  should  be  done 
by  which  the  discussion  of  the  special  ordershould 
be  encroached  upon,  yet  he  reininded  him  that  the 
Senate  had  permitted  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  York  to  occupy  a  portion  of  the  morning  hour 
in  remarks  on  the  resolutions  submitted  by  him 
for  which  those  of  the  Senator  from  Florida  were 
proposed  as  a  substitute.  That  was  regretted  by 
him  at  the  time,  as  he  regarded  it  as  a  precedent 
leading  to  encroachments  on  the  time  allotted  for 
particular  business.  But  in  these  circumstances  it 
did,  after  all,  appear  to  be  due  to  the  Senator  from 
Florida  that  he  should  be  indulged  in  a  like  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  his  views,  deferring  the  fur- 
ther discussion  of  the  subject  till  after  the  special 
order  had  been  disposed  of  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FOOTE  said  he  disliked  to  occupy  the  time 
of  the  Senate,  but  it  was  important  to  mt-^ke  a  re- 
mark in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina. 
That  gentleman  had  declared  in  one  breath  that 
when  the  Senate  allowed  the  Senator  from  New 
York  to  discuss  his  resolutions,  he  condemned  the 
act — he  disapproved  of  it — he  felt  at  the  lime  that 
it  was  a  bad  precedent,  likely  to  lead  to  serious 
interference  with  the  regular  business  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  yet,  now  he  urged  the  Senate  to  do  the 
very  same  thing.  Why?  On  the  ground  of 
courtesy,  forsooth,  to  the  Senator  from  Florida. 
It  appeared,  then,  that  they  were  to  do  wrong  that 
some  good  in  the  way  of  courtesy  might  come 
from  it — to  do  what  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina himself  admitted  to  be  improper,  and  had  con- 
demned at  the  time — to  persevere  in  doing  evil  in 
oi-der  to  avoid  wounding  the  sensibility  of  a  Sena- 
tor! Now,  the  great  question  was,  what  did  the 
country  demand  at  their  hands?  Were  they  tu 
permit  themselves' 
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Mr.  YULEE  here  begged  to  inform  the  Senator 
that  he  did  not  propose  to  inteifere  at  all  with  the 
discussion  of  the  ten-j-egiment  bill. 

Mr.  FOOTE  replied  that  he  had  distinctly  stated, 
if  the  Senator  from  Florida  did  not  interfere  with 
the  discussion  of  the  bill,  he  would  not  object  to 
allowing  him  to  present  his  views  on  his  resolu- 
tions; but  if  the  Senator  encroached  in  the  slightest 
degree — no  more  even  than  a  second  of  time — on 
that  bill,  he  felt  bound  to  oppose  the  taking  up  of 
his  resolutions. 

Mr.  YULEE  said  that  he  expected  that  he 
would  get  through  with  what  he  had  to  say  before 
the  expiration  «f  the  morning  hour,  and  would 
have  done  so  if  he  had  not  been  interrupted  by  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi. 

Mr.  FOOTE  regretted  that  the  Senator  from 
Florida  had  not  been  so  explicit  when  he  first  an- 
nounced his  desire  that  his  resolutions  should  be 
taken  up. 

Mr.  CAMERON  observed,  that  he  thought  it 
would  save  time  to  allow  the  Senator  from  Florida 
to  proceed  with  his  remarks.  He  understood  that 
the  Senator  would  not  occupy  a  longer  period  than 
the  half  hour  which  yet  remained  of  the  time  allot- 
ted to  morning  business.  The  Senator  would  not, 
if  that  was  the  case,  interfere  in  the  slightest  degree 
with  the  speedy  action  of  the  Senate  on  the  ten- 
regiment  bill,  a  measure  which  was  vitally  im- 
portant to  the  interests  of  the  country,  and  on  the 
progress  of  whicii  a  speedy  peace  very  much  de- 
pended. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  suggested  that  the  Senator 
might  be  allowed  to  proceed,  with  the  understand- 
ing that  at  one  o'clock  he  should  give  way  to  the 
special  order. 

Mr.  BADGER  begged  to  detain  the  Senate  only 
amoment,  for  thepurpose  of  settinghimself  rightin 
regard  to  an  observation  which  he  made,  and  to 
which  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  had  attempted 
to  give  a  construction  which  was  not  altogether 
correct.  He  did  not  suppose  that  the  Senator  from 
Florida  ought  to  be  indulged  in  making  his  speech, 
on  the  ground  of  "  courtesy,"  but  he  thought  that, 
in  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  Senate  had 
so  committed  itself,  that  it  was  perhaps  an  act  of 
justice  to  allow  that  gentleman  to  express  his 
views  on  the  resolutions  offered  as  a  substitute  for 
those  of  the  Senator  from  New  York,  who  had 
been  indulged  in  an  opportunity  of  presenting  his 
own  at  length.  There  was,  therefore,  no  ground 
for  the  charge  of  inconsistency  in  the  remark  which 
he  had  made,  that  although  at  the  time  he  feared 
that  the  extension  of  that  indulgence  to  the  Senator 
from  New  York  might  lead  to  inconvenience  in 
the  interruption  of  the  public  business,  yet  it  seem- 
ed to  be  proper  to  grant  a  similar  favor  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Florida.  It  was  better,  he  thought,  to 
submit  to  the  inconvenience,  than  deny  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Florida  the  opportunity  of  presenting 
his  views,  as  nearly  contemporaneous  as  possible 
with  those  of  the  Senator  who  took  a  diilerent  view 
of  the  subject. 

Mr.  FOOTE  had  only  to  say  that  he  regarded 
justice  to  the  country  as  more  important  than  jus- 
tice to  individuals. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
take  up  the  resolutions  submitted  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

•  The  resolutions  submitted  by  the  Senator  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Dickinson)  were  then  read  as 
follows: 

Rciolveil,  'I'hat  true  policy  requires  tlio  Govorniiient  of 
the  L'nilcd  States  to  i^trengtlien  ita  political  and  comnier- 
cial  relalions  upon  this  coiilliient  by  tlie  auiicxalioii  ofsuch 
coiitli;iioiii  leiritory  as  may  conduce  to  that  end  and  can  be 
Justly  oliiaiiicd  ;  and  that  neither  in  such  acquisition,  nor  in 
the  terrilorial  orpanization  thereof,  can  any  condition  be 
constitutionally  imposed  or  inslilulions  he  provided  for  or 
cstahli>hi:d  incon.-istent  with  the  right  of  the  people  tin  reof 
to  foriii  a  free  Kovereign  State,  witn  the  power  and  privileges 
of  the  oritfinal  nieniljers  of  the  Confederac^y. 

RetoUcd,  'I'hat  in  organizini!  a  terrilorial  government  for 
territory  hiloinjin;!  to  the  United  States,  the  principles  of 
self-covernm<nt  n|jon  whicli  our  federative  system  rests 
will  be  bitst  proniolerl,  the  true  spirit  and  meaning  of  the 
Constitution  be  observed,  and  the  Confederacy  stniigthcuied, 
by  leaving  all  qnestioim  concerning  the  domestic  policy 
therein  to  the  legislatures  chosen  by  the  people  tlier<'ol'. 

As  a  substitute  for  these  resolulion.s,  the  Senator 
from  Florida  submitted  the  following,  which  wore 
also  read: 

Ilaolicd,  That  the  territory  belonging  to  or  which  may 
be  nr(|uircd  by  the  Unite's  States  is  the  common  property  of 
the  Union,  and  tin."  sovereignly  over  the  same  vests  in  the 
people  of  the  several  .Slates  comprising  the  Union. 

Rnolved further,  Tliat  the  FtUeraJ  Uoveriimciit  hai  no 


delegated  authority,  northe  territorial  community  any  inher- 
ent right,  to  exercise  any  legislative  power  within  the  said 
territories,  by  which  the  equal  right  of  all  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  to  acquire  and  enjoy  any  part  of  the  common 
property  may  be  impaired  or  embarrassed. 

Mr.  YULEE  then  addressed  the  Senate  in  ex- 
planation and  support  of  his  resolutions,  but,  with- 
out concluding  his  remarks,  gave  way  to  the  spe- 
cial order. 

THANKS  TO  GENERAL  SCOTT. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Tlie  first  special 
order  is  the  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  Major  General  Winfield  Scott,  and  the 
troops  under  his  command,  tor  their  distinguished 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  campaign  of 
1847. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.  I  move  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THE    TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  military 
force. 

Mr.  BREESE  addressed  the  Senate  in  support 
of  the  bill.  He  said  lie  never  rose  in  this  Senate 
to  explain  and  defend  any  measure  without  great 
embarrassment.  He  felt  this  particularly  on  this 
occasion.  He  desired  that  for  the  opinions  he  was 
about  to  express,  he  alone  should  be  held  respon- 
sible, as  they  were  confined  to  himself,  and  not 
adopted  on  the  suggestion  of  any  one.  He  refer- 
red to  the  efibrts  made  in  the  State  of  Illinois  to 
raise  the  men  required  from  her,  and  expressed  his 
confidence  that  the  same  success  would  crown  the 
exertions  which  would  be  called  for  by  the  passage 
of  this  bill.  It  would  be  gloomy  news  in  that 
State  if  the  war  were  now  to  be  abandoned.  He 
reminded  the  Senate  of  his  remarks  at  a  former 
period,  when  he  pledged  himself  for  the  zealous 
support  which  that  Slate  would  give  to  the  war. 
At  that  very  moment  the  volunteers  of  Illinois 
were  winning  laurels  at  the  glorious  battle  of  Buena 
Vista. 

He  had  hoped,  from  the  unanimity  which  pre- 
vailed among  the  people  in  favor  of  the  war,  that 
this  bill  would  have  been  suflered  to  pass  without 
calling  forth  the  attacks  which  had  been  made 
against  the  Administration.  He  knew  that  the  peo- 
ple were  not  to  be  operated  on  by  mere  declama- 
tion— by  mere  assertions,  without  proof,  that  the 
war  is  unconstitutional.  He  referred  to  the  act  of 
May,  1846,  declaring  that  war  existed — and  noth- 
ing more  was  done  in  the  commencement  of  the 
war  of  1812.  It  was  the  proper,  the  constitutional 
mode,  of  changing  our  state  from  peace  to  war;  and 
if  it  was  not  unconstitutional  in  1812,  it  is  not  so 
now.  Mexico  was  the  invading  party.  General 
Almonte  had  declared  that  his  government  would 
not  give  up  Texas,  but  would  maintain  her  claim 
to  that  territory  at  all  hazards.  He  referred  to 
one  of  his  speeches  in  1844,  and  cited  it  as  evidence 
of  his  present  opinions.  He  had  then  shown  that 
Texas  never  was  a  portion  of  Mexico,  after  her 
declaration  of  independence,  if  the  State  of  Maine 
chose  to  secede  from  our  Union,  and  establish  a  mon- 
archy, and  should  the  rest  of  the  States  oppose  it, 
would  they  have  any  right  to  force  Maine  to  their 
views?  Just  so  it  was  with  Texas;  she  had  the 
right  to  take  her  own  course,  in  despite  of  the  op- 
position of  Mexico.  Texas  declared  her  bound- 
aries, in  1836,  and  her  independence  had  been 
subsequently  acknowledged  by  the  most  powerful 
nations  of  Europe.  Suppose,  after  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  independence  of  Texas,  the  United 
States  or  any  other  Power,  had  entered  into  an  alli- 
ance with  her,  offensive  and  defensive,  and  had 
coiH]uered  the  territory  up  to  the  boundary  now 
claimed,  would  not  her  right  to  that  territory  be 
conceded? 

Fie  considered  that  in  sending  a  minister  to 
Mexico  authorized  to  enter  into  negotiations  for 
the  adjustment  of  all  questions  in  controversy  be- 
tween us,  the  United  Slates  had  done  all  which 
was  required  by  the  laws  and  practices  of  nations; 
and  that  Mexico,  by  her  refusal  to  accede  to  that 
proposition,  and  her  rejection  of  our  minister,  had 
justly  provoked  the  war.  The  war  was  not  merely 
popular,  but  had  commenced  rather  by  the  action 
of  the  people  than  by  the  acts  of  the  President. 

He  adverted  again  to  the  war  of  1812,  not  to 
charge  on  the  Government  of  that  day  that  it  had 


been  unjustly  commenced,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  the  attacks  which  were  made  upon  it,  on 
the  ground  of  its  injustice,  by  certain  ministers  in 
the  New  England  States,  from  whose  sermons  he 
read  extracts,  and  also  quotations  from  the  Boston 
Sentinel,  the  New  Hampshire  Gazette,  and  other 
papers.  Attempts  were  then  made  to  prevent  the 
loaning  of  money  to  the  Government,  and  he  very 
much  feared  that  similar  efforts  were  made  now, 
when  the  Government  is  in  want  of  a  loan.  After 
referring  to  the  Federal  papers  of  1812,  he  com- 
pared the  language  which  they  used  with  that 
which  was  to  be  found  in  many  of  the  leading 
Whig  papers  of  thg  present  day — the  Ohio  State 
Journal,  the  New  Hampshire  Statesman,  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer,  and  other  papers.  The  fate 
which  befell  those  who  promulgated  these  opinions 
in  1812  was,  that  they  lost  the  public  confidence, 
and  could  not  now  show  themselves  beyond  their 
own  States;  and  this  ought  to  be  a  warning  to 
those  who  now  advocate  the  same  principles.  He 
referred  to  the  opinion  expressed  by  a  judge  of  the 
Supreme. Court,  (Judge  McLean,)  which  he  de- 
nounced as  marked  with  a  peculiar  impropriety  as 
coming  from  a  member  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

We  had  been  coerced  into  the  war  by  the  con- 
duct of  Mexico,  and  the  march  to  the  Rio  Grande 
had  nothing  to  do  with  its  commencement. 

We  are  in  the  war,  and  ought  to  prosecute  it 
until  the  objects  for  which  it  has  been  waged  have 
been  accomplished,  in  1846,  he  had  witnessed  a 
more  patriotic  course  on  the  part  of  Senators  on 
the  other  side.  They  were  then  united  in  favor  of 
the  war. 

Mr.  MANGUM  explained,  that  at  the  time  of 
the  passage  of  the  bill  of  May,  1S46,  he  had  en- 
tertained no  doubt  of  our  right  to  cross  the  Rio 
Grande,  in  case  of  necessity,  and  even  to  pene- 
trate into  the  heart  of  the  Mexican  territory;  but 
he  had  always  been  opposed  to  a  war  of  conquest. 

Mr.  BREESE  quoted  a  portion  of  the  speech 
of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  to  show  that 
that  Senator  was  then  willing  to  vote  any  number 
of  men  necessary  to  prosecute  the  war  vigorously, 
while  now  they  are  unwilling  to  vote  an  addition 
to  our  army  of  ten  regiments. 

It  had  been  said  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
Government  to  make  peace  at  any  moment. 

Mr.  NILES  said  his  language  was,  not  that  the 
Government  had  power  to  make  peace,  but  to  stop 
hostilities. 

Mr.  BREESE.  To  stop  hostilities  would  of 
necessity  secure  a  peace.  He  then  adverted  to  the 
propositions  made  by  Mexico,  and  asked  if  any 
Senator  on  the  other  side  would  have  consented  to 
dismember  Texas  of  any  portion  of  her  territory. 
Senators  say  the  war  is  unjust.  If  so,  they  are 
bound  to  make  compensation  to  Mexico  for  all 
the  injury  we  have  done  to  Iter. 

The  President  had  originally  informed  us  of  his 
desire  to  prosecute  the  war  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining a  peace.  Now  he  tells  us,  that  having  been 
prevented  so  long,  we  must  look  for  some  indemnity. 
Mr.  B.  said  he  had  his  own  views  on  the  subject  of 
the  character  and  extent  of  the  claimsof  our  citizens 
to  indemnity.  He  admitted  that  war  is  not  our 
policy,  and  our  history  would  prove  that  we  had 
never  been  guilty  of  any  aggressive  acts.  Peace 
is  our  true  policy,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  preserve 
it.  But  Mexico,  in  this  case,  was  the  aggressor. 
He  desired  peace,  but  he  did  not  estimate  the  evils 
of  war  to  be  so  terrible  as  some  have  done.  He 
glanced  at  the  cause  of  this  war,  to  show  that, 
while  it  had  been  waged  against  the  leaders,  it  had 
produced  no  outrages  on  the  people.  He  referred 
to  the  proclamation  prepared  in  Washington,  and 
sent  to  General  Taylor,  promising  protection  to 
the  people,  in  consequence  of  which  they  received 
our  troops  joyfully.  In  case  of  peace,  what  is  to 
become  of  those  persons  who  have  been  seduced 
inio  allegiance  to  this  country?  It  becomes  our 
duty  to  build  up  a  government  which  will  be  able 
to  give  protection  wlien  our  troopsare  withdrawn. 

As  to  the  withdrawal  of  our  troops  behind  any 
given  line,  its  elVcct  would  be  to  render  the  war 
interminable.  The  leading  generals  in  Mexico 
would  never  acquiesce  in  the  constitution  of  1834, 
but  would  wage  constant  war,  as  soon  as  our  army 
should  have  retired  behind  a  line.  He  declared  he 
would  not  give  his  consent  to  any  treaty  in  which 
the  withdrawal  of  our  troops  was  made  a  stipula- 
tion. A  iTiajority  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  could 
not  be  obtained  in  favor  of  such  a  treaty. 
There  is  a  party  in  Mexico  inveterately  opposed 
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to  peace,  and  this  is  the  party  most  friendly  to  us, 
because  the  presence  of  our  forces  assures  them 
tranquillity.  It  was  true,  the  conquest  of  all  Mex- 
ico would  not  be  consistent  with  the  avowed  objects 
of  the  war,  for  these  were  peace,  and  indemnity 
for  the  past  and  security  for  the  future.  But  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  regarded  conquest  as 
foreign  to  the  spirit  and  genius  of  our  institutions. 
But  he  (Mr.  B.)  did  not  so  regard  it.  He  thought 
that,  as  the  Constitution  had  given^  to  Congress 
the  power  to  make  war,  we  must  be  guided  by  our 
discretion  as  to  the  use  of  it. 

He  contended  that  no  danger  could  result  to  our 
institutions  from  the  admission  of  the  Mexicans 
to  an  equality  with  us,  and  to  a  political  associa- 
tion. Were  we  to  exclude  men  from  the  blessings 
of  free  institutions,  merely  because  of  a  difference 
in  the  color  of  the  skin?  The  Mexicans  are  wil- 
ling to  give  up  their  nationality  in  exchange  for 
our  free  institutions;  and  he  hoped  to  see,  or  that 
his  children  would  see,  the  extension  of  these  in- 
stitutions from  one  end  of  this  continent  to  the 
other.  He  wished  to  know  if  Senators  on  the 
other  side  would  give  their  consent  to  any  act  by 
which  Texas  should  be  given  up.  The  enemies 
of  free  institutions  were  to  be  found  in  large  cities; 
they  were  not  to  be  found  in  the  broad  prairies  of 
the  West. 

Without  going  much  into  the  financial  question, 
he  did  not  feel  that  dread  of  a  public  debt  which 
some  experienced.  He  calculated  that  the  increase 
of  our  teri-itory  would  cause  such  an  increase  of 
our  commerce,  that  we  may  expect  a  revenue  of 
more  than  a  hundred  millions,  which  would  enable 
us  to  extinguish  any  debt  created  by  our  efforts  to 
conquer  Mexico.  We  should  have  the  control  of 
the  commerce  of  the  world.  Our  country  would 
be  the  money  market  of  the  world.  Mexico  her- 
self might  be  made  to  produce  one  hundred  millions 
annually.  In  the  hands  of  our  enterprising  citizens, 
she  would  be  made  productive  beyond  the  most 
sanguine  calculations  which  could  be  made.  He 
was,  therefore,  disposed  to  prosecute  the  war  with 
vigor,  until  the  whole  of  the  Mexican  territory 
should  be  subjugated. 

Mr.  B.  having  concluded. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UPHAM, 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
Executive  business;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  February  15,  1848. 

TheJournalof  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  moved  the  usual  resolution  to 
terminate  all  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  not  exceeding 
$18,500,000,  on  Wednesday  next,  at  two  o'clock, 
p.  m. 

Mr.  K.  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ROOT  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table. 

The  question  was  'decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
81,  nays  105,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Abbott,  John  Quincy  Adams,  Green  Ad- 
ams, Asliiiiuii,  Barniiger,  Barrow,  Blanchard,  Botts,  Brady, 
Caltell,  Caiiby,  Cliapmau,  Conger,  Cranston,  Crowell,  CrO- 
zier,  iJixon,  Uonnell,  Daniel  Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckert,  Ed- 
wards, Nathan  Evans,  Fislier,  Freedley,  Gayle,  Gentry,  Gott, 
Gregory,  Griiinell,  Hale,  Natlian  K.  Hall,  James  G.  Hamp- 
ton, Moses  Hampton,  Haskell,  Ellas  B.  Holmes,  Hubbard, 
Hudson,  Hunt,  Kellogg,  Thomas  B.  King,  Daniel  P.King, 
William  T.  Jjawrence,  Lincoln,  McIlvaiue,Marsli,  Marvin, 
Mullin,  Nelson,  Nes,  Outlaw,  Palfrey,  Pendleton,  Pollock, 
Pre.-ton,  Putnam,  Reynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Kock- 
well.  Root,  Rumsey,  rit.  John,  Schenck,  Shepperd,  Sherrill, 
Silve;.ter,  Sliiigerland,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  I'ruman  Smith, 
Stephens,  Andrew  Stewart,  Strohm,  't'allmadge,  Tliibo- 
deanx,  'Paylor,  Tompkins,  Vinton,  Warren,  While,  and 
Wilson— ai. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayly,  Bedinger,  Bingham,  Birdsall, 
Black,  Bocor.k,  Uowdon,  Boyd,  Brodhead,  Wm.  G.  Brown, 
Charles  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burt,  Cathcart,  Chase, 
Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Howell  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Collamcr,  Cummins,  Daniel,  Dickinson,  Garnett  Duncan, 
Kmbree,  Alexander  Evans,  Faran,  Featherston,  Ficklin, 
Flonrnoy,  Fries,  French,  Fulton,  Goggin,  Hamnions,  Haral- 
son, Harjiianson,  Henley,  Henry,  Hill,  Isaac  E.  Holmes, 
George  S.  Houston,  Inge,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Jack- 
son, Jameson,  Jenkins,  James  H.  Johnson,  Robert  W.  John- 
son, George  VV.  Jones,  John  W.Jones,  Kaufman,  Kcnnon, 
Lalim,  La  S6re,  S.  Lawrence,  Letiler,  Lord,  Lumpkin, 
M.ic'lay,  McClelland,  McCleruand,  M(H)owell,  McKay, Mc- 
L;\no.,  Mann,  Meade,  Miller,  Morris,  Mor.-<!,  Nicoll,  Peiislee, 
Peck,  Petrie,  Peyton,  I'lieljis,  Pillsbury,  Rhett,  Itieliardson, 
Riehey,  Rockhill,  Sawyer,  Sims,  .Smart,  Robert  Smith,  Stan- 
ton, Starkweather,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  'I'honias,  Jas.  'Thomp- 
son, John  B.  Thompson,  Robert  A.  Thompson,  VVilli.im 
'J'hompson,  Thurston, 'i'oomba,  Turner,  Van  Dyke,  Venable, 


Wentworth,  Wick,  Williams,  Wiley,  Wilinot,  and  Wood- 
ward—105. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  then 
seconded,  and  the  main  question  ordered  to  be  put 
— yeas  104,  nays  93,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bayly,  Bedinger,  Bingham,  Birdsall, 
Black,  Bocock,  Bnwdon,  Boyd,  Brodhead,  William  G. 
Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burt,  Cathcart, 
Chase,  Clapp,  Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Howell 
Cobb,  Cocke,  Cummins,  Daniel,  Dickinson,  Garnett  Dun- 
can, Edsall,  Faran,  Farrelly,  Featherston,  Ficklin,  Flour- 
noy,  Fries,  French,  Fulton,  Goggin, Green,  Willard  P.  Hall, 
Hammons,  Haralson,  Harmanson,  Harris,  Henley,  Hill, 
George  S.  Houston,  Inge,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Jack- 
son, Jameson,  Jenkins,  James  H.  Johnson,  Robert  W.  John- 
son, George  W.  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennon, 
Lahm,  La  S6re,  Sidney  Lawrence,  Loffler,  Lord,  Lumpkin, 
Maclay,  McClelland,  McClernand,  McKay.  McLane,  Mann, 
Meade,  Miller,  Morris,  Morse,  Nicoll,  Peaslee,  Peck,  Petrie, 
Peyton,  Phelps,  Pillsbury,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Riehey,  Rock- 
hill,  Sawyer,  Simpson,  Sims,  Smart,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton, 
Starkweather,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Strong,  Thomas,  James 
Thompson,  R.  A.  Thompson,  William  Thompson,  Thurs- 
ton, Toombs,  Turner,  Venable,  Wentworth,  Wick,  Wil- 
liams, Wiley,  and  Wilmot — 104. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abbott,  .Tohn  Quincy  Adams,  Green  Ad- 
ams, Ashmun,  Barringcr,  Barrow,  Blanchard,  Botts,  Brady, 
Butler,  Cabell,  Canby,  Chapman,  Collamer,  Conger,  Crans- 
ton, Crowell,  Crozier,  Dickey,  Dixon,  Donnell,  Duer, 
Daniel  Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckert,  Edwards,  Embree,  Alexan- 
der Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Fisher,  Freedlev,  Gayle,  Gentry, 
Giddings,  Gott,  Gregory,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall, 
James  G.  Hampton,  Moses  Hampton,  Henry,  E.  B.  Holmes, 
John  W.  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Kellogg, Thomas 
Butler  King,  Daniel  P.  King,  William  T.  I/awrence,  Lin- 
coln, Mcflvaine,  Marsh,  Marvin,  Morchead,  Mullin,  Nelson, 
Nes,Newall,  Outlaw,  Palfrey,  Pendleton,  Pollock,  Preston, 
Putnam,  Reynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell, 
Root,  Rumsey,  St.  John,  Schenck,  Shepperd,  Sherrill,  Sil- 
vester, Slingerland,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Ste- 
phens, Andrew  Stewart,  Strohm,  Tallmadge,  Thibodeaux, 
Taylor,  Tompkins,  Richard  W.Thompson,  John  B.Thomp- 
son, Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  Warren,  White,  and  Wilson — 93. 

The  main  question  was  then  put,  viz  :  "Shall 
the  resolution  pass.'"  It  was  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative— yeas  109,  nays  87,  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayly,  Bedinger,  Bingham,  Birdsall, 
Black,  Bocock,  Bowdon,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Brodhead,  William 
G.  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Albert  G.Brown,  Burt,  Cathcart, 
Chase,  Clapp,  B.  L.  Clark,  F.  Clark,  H.  Cobb,  Cocke,  Col- 
lins, Cummins,  Daniel,  Dickinson,  Garnett  Duncan,  Edsall, 
Embree,  Alexander  Evans,  Faran,  Featherston,  Ficklin, 
Flournoy,  Fries,  French,  Fulton,  Goggin,  Green,  Willard  P. 
Hall,  Hammons,  Haralson,  Harmanson,  Harris,  Henley, 
Hill,  Isaac  E.  Holmes,  George  S.  Houston,  Inge,  Charles  J. 
Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Iverson,  Jackson,  Jameson,  Jenkins,  James 
H.  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  John 
W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennon,  La  Sere,  Sidney  Lawrence, 
Leffler,  Lord,  Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McClernand, 
McDowell,  McKay ,|McLane,  Mann,  Meade,  Miller, Morris, 
Morse,  Murphy,  Nes,  Nicoll,  Peaslee,  Peck,  Petrie,  Peyton, 
Phelps,  Pillsbury,  Rhett,  Richardson,  Riehey,  Rockhill, 
Sawyer,'  Simpson,  Sims,  Smart,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton, 
Starkweather,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Strong,  Thomas,  William 
Thompson,  Thurston,  Toombs,  Turner,  Venable,  Went- 
worth, Wick,  Williams,  Wiley,  and  Woodward — 109. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abbott,  John  tl.  Adams,  Green  Adams, 
Ashmun,  Barringer,  Barrow,  Botts,  Brady,  Cabell,  Canby, 
Chapman,  Clingnuin,  Collamer,  Conger,  Cranston,  Crisfield, 
Crowell,  Crozier,  Dickey,  Dixon,  Donnell,  Duer,  Daniel 
Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Nathan  Evans,  Fisher,  Freedley, 
Gayle,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Gott,  Gregory,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Na- 
than K.  Hall,  James  G.  Hampton,  Moses  Hampton,  Henry, 
Ellas  B.  Holmes,  John  W.  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hudson, 
Hunt,  Kellogg,  Thomas  Butler  King,  Daniel  P.  King,  Wm. 
T.  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Mcllvaine,  Marvin, Morehead,  Mul- 
lin, Nelson,  Newall,  Outlaw,  Palfrey,  Pendleton,  Pollock, 
Preston,Putnani,Reynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.Rock- 
well, Root,  Rumsey,  St.  John,  Schem;k,  Sherrill,  Silvester, 
Slingerland,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stephens, 
Andrew  Stewart,  Strohm,  Tallmadge,  Thibodeaux,  Taylor. 
Tompkins,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson^ 
Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  Warren,  White,  and  Wilson— 87. 

THE  LOAN  BILL  AND  THE  WAR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEPHENS,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Botts,  of  Virginia, 
in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  authorizing  a  loan  not  exceeding  !Jpl8,- 
500,000. 

Mr.  CROZIER,  of  Tennessee,  being  entitled  to 
the  floor,  said  that  the  bill  now  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  pro- 
viding for  a  loan  of  eighteen  and  a  half  millions  of 
dollars,  was  one  of  a  series  of  important  measures 
recommended  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  He  was  not,  therefore,  surprised,  when,  a 
few  days  since,  his  honorable  colleague  from  tiie 
Maury  district,  [Mr.  Thom.vs,]  who  was  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  present  Administi-ation,  and  who 
had  the  honor  of  having  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  one  of  his  constituents,  addressed  the 
House,  to  hear  him  declare  that  he  was  prepared  to 
vote  on  this  measure,  together  with  all  the  other  im- 
portant measures  under  considei-ation,  and  which 
might  be  presented  to  their  consideration  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  without  debate. 
Mr.  C.  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  when  his 


honorable  colleague  rnade  this  declaration  he  not 
only  spoke  for  himself,  but  expressed  the  senti- 
ments, feelings,  and  wishes  of  every  member  of  his 
own  party;  for  it  was  characteristic  of  all  those  who 
favored  the  usurpation  of  Executive  power  against 
the  rights  of  the  people,  that  they  were  invariably 
foes  to  free  discussion.  Whether  the  party  who 
were  friendly  to  the  Administration  on  this  floor 
were  liable  to  the  charge  of  favoring  usurpation, 
certain  it  was,  from  what  we  had  seen  this  ses- 
sion and  last  session,  that  they  had  this  quality, 
that  they  were  opposed  to  frank,  free  discussion. 
At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  wlien  this  dominant 
party  had  a  lai-ge  majority  in  this  House,  there 
were  many  remarkable  cases  where  this  action  took 
place;  whei'e  they  slopped  debate  upon  most  im- 
portant questions,  without  allowing  anything  like 
an  adequate  examination  of  them.  But  it  was  not 
necessary  to  go  back.  At  this  session  we  had  seen 
the  same  disposition  manifested  on  the  same  side  of 
this  Hou'se,  from  the  commencement  of  the  session 
down  to  this  morning.  Resolutions  had  been  in- 
troduced, from  time  to  time,  by  members  of  the 
opposite  side  of  this  House,  for  the  purpose  of 
stoppingdebateon  the  President's  message.  Scarce- 
ly had  It  been  under  consideration  three  days  be- 
fore gentlemen  commenced  to  introduce  their  reso- 
lutions to  stop  the  debate.  And  what  was  the  reason 
for  this.'  It  was  done,  as  he  believed,  that  they 
might  go  out  to  the  country  with  the  false  pretence 
that  they  were  anxious  to  do  the  business  of  this 
House,  and  that  debate  upon  this  question  hin- 
dered the  progi'ess  of  the  business  of  the  House. 
He  had  no  hesitation,  from  wliat  he  had  seen  of 
their  action  during  the  present,  as  well  as  during 
the  last  session,  in  concluding  that  gentlemen  on 
that  side  were  attempting  to  make  upon  the  record 
of  the  House  proofs  to  go  before  the  people  that 
they  were  anxious  to  do  the  business  of  this  coun- 
try, and  that  the  Whigs  were  opposed  to  it.  This 
shallow  humbug,  he  told  gentlemen,  would  have 
no  effect;  it  would  be  swallowed  up  in  the  next 
canvass,  and  would  never  be  heard  of  again.  The 
reason  would  be  perfectly  understood  why  they 
had  introduced  these  resolutions,  time  after  time, 
for  the  purpose  of  stopping  debate. 

In  the  brief  time  allotted  him,  he  should  go  back 
to  the  President's  message,  although  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  seemed  very  sensitive  in  the  discus- 
sion of  the  measures  recommended  by  the  Execu- 
tive, and  now  before  the  country,  to  the  considei'a- 
tion  of  this  House.  Some  most  important  meas- 
ures were  spoken  to  in  this  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent. It  seemed  to  him  his  duty  to  remark  on 
what  he  considered  a  most  singular  paragraph  in 
the  message.  Near  its  commencement,  the  Presi- 
dent said  : 

"  On  learning  that  hostilities  had  been  commenced  by 
Mexico,  I  promptly  conununicated  that  fact,  accompanied 
with  a  succinct  statement  of  our  other  causes  of  complaint 
against  Mexico,  to  Congress;  and  that  body,  by  the  act  of 
13th  of  May,  1848,  declared  that,  'by  the  act  of  the  Ri-pulilic 
of  Mexico,  a  state  of  war  exists  between  that  Government 
and  the  United  States.'  This  act  declaring  '  the  war  to  exist 
by  the  act  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico, 'and  making  provision 
for  its  prosecution  '  to  a  speedy  and  successful  termination,' 
was  passed  with  great  unanimity  by  Congress,  there  being 
but  two  negative  votes  in  the  Senate,  and  but  four||en  in 
the  House  of  Representatives." 

Now,  it  would  be  remarked  by  every  member 
here  present,  that  when  the  Pi'esident  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  after  the  bill  recognizing  the  existence 
of  the  war  and  appropriating  for  its  prosecution, 
was  passed,  undertook  to  speak  from  the  I'ecord, 
he  made  three  quotations  from  the  preamble  of  the 
bill.  The  Pi'esident  professed  to  lay  before  the 
people  of  the  United  Stales  the  vote  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress  upon  the  pi'eiimble  to  the  war  bill;  and 
how  did  he  represent  it.'  He  said  there  were  in 
this  House  but  fourteen  members  voting  against 
it,  and  in  the  Senate  there  were  but  two.  Let 
them  tiu'n  to  the  record,  and  it  appeared  clearly 
that  the  Pi-esident  of  the  United  Slates  must  have 
"seen  the  vote  on  the  preamble  as  an  independent 
proposition,  which  vote  came  immediately  before 
the  vote  on  the  whole  bill,  and  he  could  not  have 
looked  at  the  one  without  seeing  the  other.  So 
far  from  thei-e  being  but  fourteen  members  of  this 
House,  as  the  President  falsely  repre.sented,  who 
voted  against  this  preamble,  there  were  sixty-seven 
who  voted  against  it,  and  among  them  his  (Mr. 
C.'s)name  was  found  recorded, and  also  the  names 
of  fourteen  Democrats,  the  friends  of  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales  on  this  floor. 

He  saw  one  gentleman  [Mr.  Sims]^  in  his  seat, 
who  was  a  friend  of  the  President  of  the  United 
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Slates,  who  voted  against  this  preamble,  and  who 
addressed  tlie  committee  on  yesterday  evening  for 
one  hour  without  saying  a  word  on  tiiis  point. 
Mr.  S[MS  wished  an  oppoitunity  to  explain. 
Mr.  CROZIER  signified  his  willingness  to  yield, 
and  wished  to  ask  the  gentleman  a  question.  He 
was  very  desirous  to  hear  why  Democrats  voted 
against  the  preamble. 

Mr.  S[MS  said  he  voted  against  it,  not  because 
he  disbelieved  one  word  which  was  said  in  it,  but 
because  he  thought  it  was  an  improper  mode  of 
doing  business.  He  was  for  separating  the  mes- 
sage— for  referring  so  much  of  it  as  related  to  a 
declaration  of  war  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
AlTairs,  and  let  them  propose  a  simple  declaration 
of  war;  and  so  much  as  related  to  raising  troops 
and  munitions  of  war,  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs.  Rut,  when  both  were  put  together, 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  voting  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  CROZIER  (resuming)  was  very  happy  to 
liear  the  explanation  of  the  gentleman,  and,  if  fur- 
nished in  an  authentic  form,  would  be  very  happy 
to  put  it  in  his  speech.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  stated  that  he  voted  against:  the  preamble 
on  a  mere  technicality,  on  the  bill  appropriating 
fifty  thousand  men  and  ten  millions  of  dollars  for 
the  "vigorous  prosecution"  of  the  war;  the  gen- 
tleman was  willing  to  vote  the  preamble  out  of  the 
bill,  and  on  a  mere  technicality!  The  gentleman 
took  the  same  ground  as  his  honorable  colleague, 
who  addressed  the  committee  some  days  since, 
[Mr.  Rhf.tt.] 

He  would  be  glad  to  hear  from  other  gentlemen 
of  the  Democratic  party  who  voted  against  the  pre- 
amble an  explanation  of  their  votes.  He  should 
like  to  hear  from  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (un- 
derstood to  refer  to  Mr.  Bedinger)  on  this  subject, 
who  was  not  in  his  seat  now.  That  gentleman 
addressed  the  House  several  days  since  for  an 
hour,  but  he  likewise  never  said  a  word  about  his 
vote  against  that  preamble  ! 

Now,  so  far  as  Mr.  C.  was  concerned,  the  rea- 
son was  plain  for  his  vote  against  the  preamble. 
He  was  opposed  to  it.  He  did  not  believe  that 
what  it  contained  was  true,  and  therefore  he  voted 
against  it.  In  this  vote  against  it  before  the  coun- 
try he  satisfied  his  conscience.  Posterity  would 
know,  everybody  now  knew,  why  the  Whigs  voted 
against  the  preamble.  They  believed  the  declara- 
tion contained  in  it  to  be  a  gross  falsehood,  and 
they  satisfied  their  consciences  by  voting  against 
it,  and,  having  done  so,  they  voted  for  the  whole 
bill,  as,  by  the  Democratic  majority  on  this  floor, 
they  were  obliged  to  do,  or  to  refuse  to  vote  supplies 
for  our  army  in  peril.  He  had  reflected  upon  the 
subject  for  nearly  two  years,  and  he  could  not  act 
differently  were  the  question  to  come  up  again;  he 
would  be  compelled  to  vote  in  the  same  way.  His 
honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Thomas]  could  not  see 
how  the  Whigs  could  vote  for  succors  to  General 
Taylor;  and  held  that,  because  they  did  not  believe 
the  preamble  to  be  true,  they  were  not  justified  in 
voting  for  the  measure.  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  did  not  occupy  the  same  ground  at  the  last 
Bession  of  Congress.  He  wanted  to  put  one  ques- 
tion*o  his  honorable  colleague:  if  his  friend  at  that 
day  did  not  believe  it  necessary  that  these  troops 
should  be  sent  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  General 
Taylor,  why  was  it  (unless  it  were  a  simple  act  of 
tyranny  and  despotism)  that  they  pressed  that  bill 
through  in  such  hot  haste  and  allowed  not  a  word 
to  be  said  upon  it? 

If  there  was  no  necessity,  as  his  colleague  [Mr. 
Thomas]  had  said,  to  vote  troops  to  rescue  Gen- 
eral Taylor,  why  was  the  bill  pressed  through  in 
such  hot  haste  r  If  this  were  mo,  and  the  Demo- 
crats believed  it,  why  did  they  refuse  a  fair  expres- 
sion of  opinion  on  the  subject.'  If  General  Taylor 
had  been  ovnr[iowered  and  defeated,  the  gentleman 
mu.st  remember  there  would  have  been  absolute 
necessity  f<ir  raising  another  army  immediately. 
But  even  in  view  of  such  a  case  as  this,  they  might 
very  reasonably  have  taken  a  day  or  two  to  delib- 
erate upon  the  subject.  But  he  had  not  done  with 
the  President  on  this  subject.  The  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  his  message,  states  that  there 
were  but  fourteen  votes  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives against  the  declaration  thai  war  existed 
by  the  act  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  and  the  pro- 
vi.sion  of  means  for  its  prosecution.  Mi\rk,  but 
fourteen  voles  against  that  jjrovision.  iNovv,  he 
would  show  the  House  that  the  President  was 
mistaken;  for  there  were  sixiy-seven  who  voted 
against  it.     U  would   bu  harsh  in  him  lo  say  that 


the  President  had  told  a  deliberate  and  premedi- 
tated falsehood;  that  he  had  perpetrated  an  untruth; 
but,  if  he  were  a  friend  of  the  President,  he  would 
advise  him  not  to'  be  quite  so  careless  in  searching 
the  records,  even  when  he  attempted  to  tell  the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth, 
for  fear  that  his  enemies  might  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  he  had  done  it  wickedly  and  malicious- 
ly, and  for  fear  that  he  might  get  his  friends  into 
difficulty  who  took  the  statements  of  the  President 
as  true,  how  false  soever  they  might  be.  A  man 
should  take  care  of  his  friends,  if  he  had  no  regard 
for  his  enemies. 

But  to  pursue  the  subject  further,  and  he  must 
run  over  the  message  of  the  President  rapidly. 
There  were  other  reasons  why  the  debate  should 
not  have  been  closed  so  suddenly.  The  annual 
message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  was 
a  document  of  great  interest  to  every  citizen  in  this 
vast  republic.  So  interesting,  indeed,  was  it,  that 
the  utmost  capacity  of  steam  and  of  electricity  was 
resorted  to  to  spread  it  through  the  entire  republic; 
and  before  the  Clerk  of  this  House  had  completed 
its  reading,  it  was  in  the  hands  of  compositors  in 
printing  offices,  in  part,  a  thousand  miles  off.  It 
was  read,  too,  with  the  same  impatient  haste  with 
which  it  was  transmitted;  indeed  the  despatch  in 
its  transmission  was  but  evidence  of  the  anxiety  of 
the  reader  to  possess  it;  and  yet,  and  it  was  a  sin- 
gular fact,  there  was  no  paper  issued  to  the  public 
which  was  read  so  carelessly  as  the  President's 
message,  and  for  the  obvious  reason  that  the  peo- 
ple necessarily  supposed  no  statement  would  be 
contained  in  it  without  the  most  positive  assurance 
of  its  truthfulness.  In  this  fact  there  was  an  in- 
ducement to  members  of  this  House  to  scrutinize 
this  message  here,  where  there  was  both  time  and 
opportunity  to  expose  its  errors.  And  on  exam- 
ining it,  what  did  they  find.'  Would  it  not  be  evi- 
dent, whatever  the  President's  professions  might 
be,  that  his  design  was  to  swallow  the  whole  of 
Mexico?  Amongst  the  people  there  was  much 
speculation  as  to  the  object  of  the  present  war. 
This  was  singular  if  the  message  was  analyzed, 
and  no  attention  paid  to  the  President's  disclaim- 
ers, which  were  only  thrown  out  to  gull  persons 
who  are  very  gullible.  For  proof  of  the  Presi- 
dent's object  in  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war, 
he  would  read  a  few  extracts.  On  page  eight  the 
President  says  : 

"  The  commissioner  of  the  United  States  was  authorized 
to  agie<;  to  the  o;^tal)hshmentot'the  Kio  Grandeas  the  bound- 
ary, from  its  entrance  into  Ihu  GtiW  to  its  iTitersection  with 
the  southern  boundary  of  New  iMexico,  in  nortli  l:.ititude 
about  tliirty-tvvo  dcijrees,  and  to  obtain  a  cession  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  the  provinces  of  New  Mexico  and  the  Calil'or- 
nias,  and  tlie  privilege  of  tlic  right  of  way  across  the  isth- 
mus of  Tehuantepec.  The  boundary  of  the  Rio  Grande 
and  tlie  cession  to  the  United  States  of  New  Mexico  and 
Upper  California  constituted  an  ultimatum  which  ourcoin- 
missioner  was,  under  no  circumstances,  lo  yield." 

Now,  this  was  very  plain.  The  commissioner 
was  instructed  to  obtain  New  Mexico  and  Upper 
California;  and  what  more  did  the  President  say 
in  this  connection  ? 

"  As  the  territory  to  be  acquired  by  the  boundary  propos- 
ed might  be  estimated  to  be  of  greaKjr  value  than  a  fair 
equivalent  for  ourjust  demands,  our  conmiissioner  was  au- 
thorized lo  stipulate  for  the  payment  of  such  iidditional  pe- 
cuniary consideration  as  was  deemed  reasonable." 

Yes,  such  pecuniary  consideration  as  was  deem- 
ed reasonable!  And  report  said  that  reasonable 
sum  was  some  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of  doj- 
lars,  in  addition  to  some  three  or  four  millions 
which  are  claimed  as  having  been  some  time  due 
to  our  citizens.  Here,  then,  was  the  President's 
mode  of  obtaining  indemnity  for  the  past  and  se- 
curity for  the  future.  But  he  would  travel  a  little 
further  lo  find  what  the  President  subsequently 
demanded.     On  page  11  he  says: 

"Since  tlie  liberal  proposition  of  the  United  Stales  was 
authorized  to  be  made  in  April  last,  large  expenditures  have 
been  iiicuired,  and  the  precious  blood  of  many  of  our  patri- 
otic fellow-citizens  has  been  shed  in  the  prosecution  ol'  llie 
war.  This  consideration,  and  the  obstinate  perseverance 
of  Mexico  in  protracting  the  war,  must  inllucnce  the  terms 
of  peace  which  it  may  be  deemed  proper  hereafter  lo  ac- 
cept." 

Now,  then,  more  than  New  Mexico  and  Upper 
California  was  demanded.  And  what  was  it? 
Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  wai-,  New 
Mexico  and  Upper  California  would  have  sufficed; 
but  nov/  the  President  is  not  satisfied  without  a 
larger  jiortlbn  of  her  territory.  On  page  12  he 
says  : 

"  Karly  after  the  coinmencemenl  of  the  war  New  Mexico 
nnd  ihe  t^uliforniuB  were  tnken  posseskion  of  by  our  forces. 


Our  military  and  naval  commanders  were  ordered  to  con- 
quer and  hold  them,  subject  to  he  disposed  of  by  a  treaty  of 
peace.  These  provinces  are  now  in  our  undisputed  oecu- 
paiion,  and  have  been  so  for  many  months,  all  resistance 
on  the  part  of  Mexico  havina;  ceased  within  their  limits.  I 
am  satisfied  that  they  should  never  be  surrendered  to  Mex- 
ico." 

Here,  then,  it  seems  that  Lower  California  must 
be  taken  as  well  as  Upper,  to  satisfy  the  increased 
demands  of  the  President,  who  is  desirous  that 
they  "  should  never  be  surrendered  to  Mexico." 
But  what  more  does  the  President  expect?  On 
page  15  he  says  : 

"  With  a  people  distracted  and  divided  by  contending  fac- 
tions, and  a  government  subject  t)  constantchanges  by  suc- 
cess! ve  revolutions,  the  continued  successes  of  our  arms  may 
fail  to  secure  a  satisfactory  peace.  In  such  event  it  may  be- 
come proper  for  our  commandinggenerals  in  the  Held  to  give 
encouragement  and  assurances  of  protection  to  the  friends  of 
peace  in  Mexico  in  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  a 
free  republican  government  of  their  own  choice,  able  and 
willing  to  conclude  a  peace  which  would  be  just  lothem  and 
secure  to  us  the  indemnity  we  demand." 

Now,  suppose  the  President  could  find  a  party 
in  Mexico  to  make  a  treaty  of  peace  with  us,  such 
a  party  would  in  all  probability  be  in  a  minority; 
but,  even  if  it  were  in  a  majority,  and  we  should 
guaranty  their  power  by  our  arms,  would  it  make 
a  peace  ?  No;  there  would  be  no  end  to  the  war 
until  the  present  generation  in  Mexico  shall  have 
passed  away,  and  the  memory  of  this  war  shall 
have  faded  from  them.  Why,  we  have  tried  such 
an  experiment  already.  In  1835  we  made  a  treaty 
with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  and,  though  they  are 
more  feeble  than  Mexico,  yet  from  1835  to  1848 
the  deadliest  hostility  has  existed  against  those  who 
made  it,  notwithstanding  the  powerful  influence  of 
the  United  States  to  make  peace  between  them. 
And  so  it  would  be  with  Mexico.  But  whatne.xt? 
There  it  would  be  seen  the  President  folds  his  arms 
in  despair  of  ever  being  able  to  obtain  a  peace: 

"  If,  after  affording  this  encouragement  and  protection, 
and  after  all  the  persevering  and  sincere  etibits  we  have 
made,  from  the  moment  Mexico  commenced  the  war,  and 
prior  to  that  lime,  to  adjust  our  difterenees  with  her,  we 
shall  ultimately  fail,  then  we  shall  have  exhausted  all  hon- 
orable means  in  pursuit  of  peace,  and  n»ust  continue  to  oc- 
cupy her  country  with  our  troops,  taking  the  full  measure  of 
indemnity  into  our  own  hands,  and  must  enforce  the  terms 
which  our  honor  demands." 

Here  the  President's  messa.ge  indicates  an  in- 
tention to  absorb  the  whole  of  Mexico,  as  the  only 
means  of  getting  a  peace,  or  the  termination  of  the 
war  which  he  commenced.  It  was  plain  to  his 
(Mr.  C.'s)  mind,  and  it  must  be  so  to  the  minds 
of  other  gentlemen  who  would  reflect  on  this  sub- 
ject, from  all  the  evidence  before  them,  that  the 
President  had  never  desired  to  make  peace  with 
Mexico.  The  President  does  not  desire  it  at  the 
present  time.  He  had  not  wished  to  obtain  such 
a  result.  The  President  knew  well  that  the  war 
was  prosecuted  for  party  objects,  and  that  its  ter- 
mination now  would  be  destructive  to  his  party; 
hence  he  desired  its  continuance  during  his  Presi- 
dency. It  could  be  shown  by  the  President's  own 
conduct  that  he  had  not  desired  peace.  What  had 
he  done  ?  Why,  the  first  thing  he  did  was  to  order 
our  naval  and  military  commanders  to  permit 
Santa  Anna  to  return  to  Mexico;  and  the  President 
told  us  when  he  got  there  we  should  have  peace. 
And  what  next  did  he  do?  Why,  he  asked  for 
three  millions  of  dollars*,  and  every  gentleman  who 
was  present  at  that  time  knew  with  what  an  air  of 
authority  an  individual  on  that  floor,  speaking  au- 
thoritatively doubtless,  told  them  that,  if  they 
would  giant  the  President  those  three  millions  of 
dollars,  we  could  have  peace  in  sixty  days.  Yes; 
he  said  he  knew  the  fact.  He  had  doubtless  been 
in  the  council  chamber;  he  had  seen  letters  from 
friends  of  the  President  in  Mexico,  and  he  knew 
for  those  three  millions  a  peace  could  be  obtained. 
And  how  had  that  turned  up?  Why,  instead  of 
peace,  it  had  only  served  to  add  fuel  to  the  fire,  and 
made  it  burn  more  furiously;  for  the  Mexicans  saw 
that  the  President  supposed  he  could  buy  them  for 
three  millions  of  dollars. 

Well,  what  next?  He  sent  a  commissioner  down 
there.  And  who  was  he?  Why,  a  mere  clerk  in 
one  of  our  deptu-tmenls — the  Department  of  State. 
Now,  what  was  the  practice  of  nations  when  they 
seek  a  peace  with  a  belligerent  nation?  Did  they 
send  clerks  from  their  Executive  departments — 
even  a  chief  clerk  ?  No;  they  senl  men  that  were 
not  only  known  to  their  own  nation,  but  to  the 
world — men  who  had  been  employed  in  diplomacy 
Ijcfoi'e — incn  who  know  something  of  the  business 
in  which  they  were  engaged — men,  too,  who  carry 
with  them  a  moral  iiifluenco.    Our  President,  how- 
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ever,  sent  a  mere  clerk:  and  what  had  been  the 
result  of  that  attempt  to  secure  a  peace }  Why,  as 
every  other  man  except  the  President  of  the  United 
States  knew  it  would:  it  ended  in  his  repudiating 
his  own  commissioner,  who  had  been  broken  and 
deprived  of  his  clerkship  here  at  home. 

Now,  could  gentlemen  think  the  President  sin- 
cere in  his  professed  desire  to  make  a  peace  with 
Mexico?  And  what  was  to  be  the  fate  of  this 
nation  if  we  shall  not  be  able  to  make  peace  with 
Mexico  on  the  terms  the  President  has  heretofore 
desired?  He  would  not  pretend  to  portray  to  the 
committee  what  would  be  the  result  if  we  conquer 
the  whole  of  Mexico  and  annex  it  to  this  Union. 
Political  sages  of  this  country  have  spoken  on  this 
subject,  and  they  have  warned  the  nation  of  the 
dangers  to  be  apprehended  from  the  experiment. 
But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Sims] 
yesterday  told  them  that  the  speeches  and  addresse.s 
of  such  men  as  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Gallatin  have 
made  no  impression  upon  "  young  America. "  He 
(Mr.  C.)  thought  the  gentleman  was  mistaken. 
Those  addresses  would  make  an  impression  on 
those  wlio  were  blessed  with  ordinary  intelligence. 
They  might  not,  to  be  sure,  have  much  effect  with 
those  who  were  imbued  with  aspirit  of  Gluixotism, 
which  seemed  to  characterize  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  Our  Don  Gluixotte,  however,  was 
more  fortunate  than  his  prototype;  for,  while  he 
had  but  one  Sancho  Panza  to  follow  in  his  steps, 
and  to  wait  upon  his  wishes,  our  President  has  a 
host  of  Sancho  Panzas,  who  would  like  to  rule  the 
countries  and  islands  he  may  conquer. 

He  was  in  hopes  some  gentleman  who  was 
better  able  than  he  was  would  take  up  the  message 
of  the  President  and  scrutinize  its  assertions  and 
positions,  for  it  could  be  done  not  only  now  but  to 
the  end  of  the  session.  As  his  time  was  rapidly 
passing  away,  he  would  but  notice  one  other  posi- 
tion of  that  message.  He  referred  the  committee 
to  page  18,  on  which  was  the  statement  that,  after 
the  adjournment  of  the  last  session  of  Congress — 
on  the  31st  of  March — the  President  issued  an 
order  creating  a  tariff  for  Mexico.  Why  the 
President  had  not  submitted  such  a  plan  to  Con- 
gress before  its  adjournment  he  was  at  a  loss  to 
discover.  The  Pi-esident,  however,  professed  to 
have  guarded  against  making  this  tariff  burden- 
some on  our  soldiers  and  sailors  who  fight  our 
battles.     He  says  : 

"  Care  was  taken  tliat  the  officers,  soldiers,  and  sailors  of 
our  army  and  navy  should  be  exempted  from  the  operations 
of  the  order;  and  as  the  merchandise  imported  upon  which 
the  order  operated  must  be  consumed  by  Mexican  citizens, 
the  contributions  exactsd  were,  in  effect,  the  seizure  of  the 
public  revenues  of  Mexico,  and  the  application  of  them  to 
our  own  use.  In  directing  this  measure,  the  object  was  to 
compel  the  enemy  to  contribute,  as  (ar  as  practicable,  to- 
wards the  expenses  of  the  war." 

Being  anxious  to  know  more  of  this  important 
plan  than  the  President  communicates,  he  turned 
to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  has 
this  matter  under  his  control,  and  on  page  573  he 
found  this  passage: 

"  Whenever  any  goods  are  imported  by  sutUrs,  and  the 
duties  paid  by  them,  as  is  required  hy  these  regulations,  and 
when  the  sutler  shall  first  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
commandant  of  the  port  that  said  sutler  has  actually  sold 
any  of  said  identical  goods  so  imported  by  him,  to  any 
officer,  soldier,  sailor,  or  marine,  for  their  own  actual  indi- 
vidual use  and  consumption,  and  not  as  merchandise  for 
resale,  then  and  U\  that,  case  the  duties  so  actually  paid  on 
said  goods  so  sold  to  any  ofiicer,  soldier,  sailor,  or  marine, 
as  aforesaid,  shall  be  refunded  to  said  sutlers ;  but,  before 
refunding  the  money  .'^o  collected,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
council  of  adniinistration,  which,  under  the  direction  of  ilie 
commandant  of  ihe  p;)st,  fixes  the  price  of  sutlers'  goods,  in 
d(;tennii«ing  the  price  of  any  of  said  goods  so  sold  as  afore- 
said by  them,  to  deduct  the  duty  so  paid  from  the  price, 
with  a  view  to  avoid  imposing  any  of  Ihe  burdens  of  the 
duties  herein  |)resiribed  upon  the  army  or  navy  of  the 
Union.  And  all  olFicers'  individual  stores  introduced  f^ir 
their  own  actual  use,  and  eriuipuients  required  by  law,  are 
exempt  from  duty." 

The  money,  then,  was  to  be  refunded  to  the 
soldier  and  sailor,  which,  it  struck  him,  it  would 
be  difficult  to  reduce  to  practice  3o  as  to  save  the 
soldiers  and  sailors  from  paying  this  contribution 
to  sustain  the  v^ar,  and  therefore,  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Expenditures  of  the  War  De- 
partment, he  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  requesting  him  to  inform  the  committee  what 
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sum.s  had  be'en  refunded  to  sutlers  under  tKe  13th 
article  of  instructions  from  the  War  Department. 
To  that  letter  the  Secretary  replied.  And  how 
much  did  the  committee  suppose  had  been  returned 
to  sutlers  at  Vera  Cruz?  Why,  while  the  amount 
reported  to  have  been  collected  to  the  31st  October 
was  ^297,473  10,  the  sum  refunded  was  the  pitiful 
amount  of  |153  67. 

And  in  his  letter,  the  Secretary  told  the  commit- 
tee he  did  not  know  whether  that  amount  had  been 
refunded  to  sutlers.     He  says: 

"It  is  not  known  whether  Messrs.  Robinson  and  Wood- 
ruff, at  Vera  Cruz,  were  actual  sutlers  to  the  3d  regiment  of 
Illinois  volunteers;  but  as  it  appears  from  the  return  made 
that  the  sum  reminded  to  them  was  for  goods  sold  to  that 
regiment,  it  is  probable  they  were." 

Such  was  the  caution  and  care  exercised  by  the 
President  to  guard  our  officers,  soldiers,  and  sail- 
ors, from  contributing  to  the  military  contributions 
imposed  on  Mexico.  At  Matamorosand  Saltillo, 
it  (lid  not  appear  that  a  single  dollar  had  been  re- 
funded. The  whole  amount  refunded  at  Tampico 
barely  exceeded  $7,200.  A  few  days  ago,  a  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi,  in  addressing  the  committee, 
spoke  of  the  tariff  of  1842  taxing  the  shirts,  hats, 
coats,  and  other  useful  and  necessary  articles  of 
.the  farmer;  but  here  it  was  seen  that  the  Presi- 
dent taxed  the  officers  and  soldiers  and  sailors, 
while  they  were  engaged  in  fighting  this  glorious 
war. 

He  should  now  pass  to  another  message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States — that  in  which  he 
gave  his  refusal  to  furnish  the  instructions  with 
which  Mr.  Slidell  went  to  Mexico,  for  which  this 
House,  by  resolution,  had  called.  And  what  were 
the  President's  reasons  for  his  refusal  ?  He  said 
it  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  public  interests 
to  comply.  Now,  the  President,  in  his  (Mr.  C.'s) 
opinion,  had  not  one  inch  of  ground  to  stand  upon 
for  the  justification  of  his  refusal.  What  did  Air. 
Slidell  go  to  Mexico  for?  To  settle  the  boundary 
between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande,  a  tract 
of  country  which  no  man  there  would  care  to  pos- 
sess. And  what  else  ?  To  obtain  the  pitiful  sum 
of  three  millions  of  dollars  from  Mexico,  that  be- 
ing the  amount  of  the  claims  of  our  citizens  against 
her.  Well,  was  there  anything  in  either  of  these 
matters  of  negotiatioii  that  required  to  be  kept 
secret?  The  territory  itself  was  worthless,  so  that 
the  three  millions  was  the  most  important  subject; 
and  what  was  there  in  that  that  required  so  rnuch 
secrecy?  Nothing  that  he  could  by  any  possi- 
bility see.  Since  that  time,  too,  our  relations  had 
changed.  Then  we  were  in  a  state  of  peace;  now 
we  are  in  a  state  of  war.  Now  we  are  negotiating 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  and  the  mouth  of  the 
cannon;  then  no  hostilities  had  been  commenced. 

What,  then,  was  the  reason  for  which  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  kept  from  Congress  the 
instructions  given  to  Mr.  Slidell?  There  was 
nothing  in  the  public  interests  that  could  be  inju- 
riously affected  by  it.  Did  the  President  send  by 
Mr.  Slidell  an  ultimatum,  and  was  that  the  reason? 
Why,  an  ultimatum  was  sent  by  Mr.  Trist,  and 
that  had  been  furnished.  The  President,  by  a 
message  received  a  few  days  since,  informed  them 
that  his  ultimatum  was  New  Mexico  and  Upper 
California.  Why,  then,  he  repeated,  should  the 
President  keep  secret  the  instructions  given  to  Mr. 
Slidell,  when  he  tells  us  what  were  the  instructions 
given  to  Mr.  Trist?  The  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Stephens,]  who  addressed  the  committee  on 
this  subject  a  few  days  ago,  it  appeared  to  him, 
had  struck  upon  the  correct  conclusion.  That 
gentleman  believed  the  President  would  not  fur- 
nish those  instructions  because  they  would  crimi- 
nate himself,  which  a  criminal  in  our  courts  was 
not  required  to  do.  It  was  not  the  public  interests, 
then,  that  would  be  injured  by  a  compliance,  but  the 
crimination  of  the  President  would  be  the  result. 
That  was  the  only  rational  conclusion  to  which  ' 
they  could  come  in  regard  to  it.  It  was  a  well- 
known  principle,  that  when  a  party  had  testimony 
in  his  power  which  he  would  not  produce,  it 
would  be  taken  as  operating  against  liim,  for  it 
was  reasonable  to  suppose  that  if  it  would  go  in 
his  justification  he  would  produce  it. 


Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  next  obtained  the 
floor.  Fie  said,  that  for  several  days  he  had  been 
endeavoring  to  get  the  floor  at  night-fall,  that  he 
might  have  the  morning  for  his  .speech;  but  he  had 
been  unsuccessful,  and  hence  he  had  availed  him- 
self of  this  opportunity  to  make  some  remarks  on 
the  question  pending  before  this  committee.  He 
had  desired,  before  this  debate  closed,  to  submit 
some  remarks  in  reply  to  the  very  elaborate  state- 
ment of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  He  had  also  desired  to  reply  to  some 
comments  which  fell  from  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi, [Mr.  Tompkins,]  in  the  course  of  a  speech 
which  he  made  on  this  floor;  but  he  had  now  great- 
er interests  of  the  country  to  attend  to,  and  there- 
fore he  should  confine  his  rem.arks  to  the  bill  before 
them.  He  should  defer  his  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  to  some  other  occasion;  but  at 
the  first  convenient  moment,  he  intended  to  com- 
ment on  that  gentleman's  remarks,  and  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  make  himself  distinctly  understood. 
He  did  not  ordinarily  indulge  in  harsh  terms 
towards  any  member.  It  was  not  his  habit  to  do 
so.  He  certainly  should  not  do  so  now,  but  ad- 
dress himself  to  the  positions  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  respecting  the 
bill  under  consideration.  And  what  an  extraordi- 
nary spectacle  had  been  exhibited  to  the  country 
and  to  the  world  by  that  honorable  gentleman! 
Here  was  a  bill  which  that  gentleman,  with  the 
aid  of  his  friends,  had  framed,  not  only  as  to  the 
amount,  but  the  details  also;  and  yet,  after  framing 
it,  he  was  himself  the  very  first  to  assail  it,  and 
to  present  insuperable  objections  to  its  passage. 
What  were  we  to  understand  by  that?  Was  jt 
that  this  House  was  merely  to  register  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  Administration  ?  Or  were  they 
to  carry  out  what  they  believed  to  be  proper  in  the 
discharge  of  their  solemn  trust  as  Representatives 
of  the  people?  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  said, 
that  he  moved  to  reduce  the  amount  of  the  loan 
from  $18,500,000  to  $16,000,000,  not  on  his  own 
judgment,  but  in  pursuance  of  an  Executive  recom- 
mendation; and  went  on  in  his  remarks  to  say,  that 
he  believed  that  $16,000,000  would  not  be  sufficient 
to  carry  the  Government  forward,  but  that  from, 
twenty  to  twenty-five  millions  would  be  necessary. 
Now,  he  put  it  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  and  to 
the  committee,  and  asked  what  system  of  political 
morals  was  that  by  which  the  chairman  of  th« 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  under  all  his 
multiplied  obligations  as  a  member  of  the  Flouse 
and  the  head  of  one  of  its  most  important  commit- 
tees, could  come  here  and  report  a  bill,  which,  in 
his  conscience,  he  believed  to  be  insufficient  tor  the 
purposes  of  the  Government?  Did  the  honorable 
gentleman-  from  Ohio  desire  to  stop  the  wheels  of 
the  Government?  Was  he  willing  to  -yield  up  his 
own  opinions  to  the  Executive  or  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury?  If  he  was  not,  why  had  he  not 
brought  in  a  bill  according  to  his  own  judgment, 
asking  the  House  to  give  twenty  or  even  twenty- 
five  millions,  if  he  thought  so  much  was  required  ? 
But  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  did  not,  in  every 
respect,  confine  himself  to  the  recommendations  of 
the  Executive;  for  while  he  seemed,  in  this  instance, 
to  be  willing  to  consent  to  the  amount  recommended 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  he  was  not  will- 
ing to  yield  to  the  balance  of  the  recommendations; 
and  thus  he  presents  a  bill  of  such  a  character  that 
its  paternity  could  not  be  deterrnined.  That  gen- 
tleman argued  that  we  could  not  get  the  money, 
because  of  the  pecuniary  pressure  under  which 
the  country  was  laboring:  would  he,  then,  tell  the 
oommittee  why  he  had  changed  the  character  of 
the  bill  from  that  which  was  recomrnended  by  the 
Executive,  giving  the  alternative  between  treasury 
notes  and  stock? 

Mr.  VINTON.     Will  the  gentleman  give  me 
permission  to  interrupt  him? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.     I  will,  if  the  time  will  not  be 
deducted  from  my  hour. 

The  CHAIRIVIAN  replied  that  no  such  arrange- 
ment could  be  entered  into. 

Mr.   HOUSTON,  then,  could   not  consent  to 
yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  VINTON,  however,  was  heard  to  remark, 
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from  his  scat,  that  he  had  not  said  the  money 
could  not  be  raised,  nor  intimated  anything  of  the 
kind. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  the  argunjent  of  the  gen- 
tleman went  to  show  tliat  thai  was  the  fact.  If  it 
were  not  so,  why  did  lie  argue  about  stock  being 
below  par? 

Mr.  VINTON  here  interposed  to  say  that  he 
never  had  said  that  the  money  could  not  be  laised. 
Mr.  HOUSTON  admitted  that  ilie  gentleman 
had  not  said  .so  in  so  mjiny  words;  but  the  drift  of 
his  whole  argument,  and  almost  of  his  entire 
si'ioech,  was  to  show  that  such  would  be  the  re- 
sult. Else  why  had  he  argued  about  the  effect  of 
the  panic'  Why  had  he  dwelt  on  the  fact  that  the 
six  per  cent,  stock  of  this  Government  was  below 
par?  The  gentleman  had  told  the  committee  that 
the  result  of  the  bill  was  "  unfortunate,"  because 
every  dollar  obtained  under  it  would  prove  an  in- 
jury to  the  business  of  the  country  to  at  least  the 
same  amount.  According  to  ihe  gentleman,  then, 
every  dollar  obtained  on  this  loan  would  be  a  dol- 
lar and  mine  deducted  from  the  business  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  country.  Now,  without  under- 
taking" to  reply  to  this  prediction,  or  showing  that 
his  prophecy  was  incorrect,  he  would  ask  that 
gentleman,  if  he  believed  what  he  said,  how  he 
could  report  such  a  bill?  Was  it,  then,  the  object 
of  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Coinmittee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  injure  the  business  and  pros- 
perity of  the  country  to  the  amount  of  sixteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars  ?  Pass  this  bill,  and,  according  to 
the  gentleman's  own  showing,  his  own  bill  would 
injure  the  country  over  sixteen  millions  of  dollars. 
And,  be  it  remembered,  that  this  was  done  by  the 
gentleman's  own  choice,  not  in  compliance  with 
any  Executive  recommendation.  The  feature  of 
the  bill  recommended  by  the  department,  for  treas- 
ury notes,  the  gentleman  struck  out;  he  retained 
the  sum  asked  for,  but  refused  the  issue  of  treas- 
ury notes — an  operation  which  any  man  who  had 
reached  to  monosyllables  in  the  volume  of  political 
economy  could  not  but  know  must  largely  aid  and 
promote  instead  of  injuring  the  business  and  pros- 
perity of  the  country. 

But  the  gentleman  had  said  further,  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  after  having  tried  to  divorce 
the  Government  from  all  banks,  had  turned  about 
in  hot  haste  and  entered  into  a  traffic  in  Govern- 
ment paper  far  more  worthless  than  the  vilest  of 
bank  paper  that  ever  was  issued;  and  referred 
back  to  the  treasury  notes  issued  during  the  war 
of  1812  to  show  it.  Now,  on  this  subject  of  the 
issue  of  treasury  notes,  he  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man, in  all  candor,  why  he  himself  had  voted  for 
the  very  measure  which  he  now  denounced  with 
such  harshness?  When  he  was  indulging  in 
so  great  severity  of  remark  on  the  principle  of 
treasury  notes,  he  forgot  to  apprize  the  commit- 
tee that  he  had  himself  sanctioned  it  by  his  own 
vote.  Mr.  H.  had  looked  at  the  record,  and  he 
found  such  to  be  the  fact.  And  he  was  informed 
that  another  gentleman  on  the  same  side  of  the 
House,  [Mr.  Crozier,]  who  had  just  taken  his 
seat,  and  who  had  joined  in  the  same  bitterness  of 
remark  in  reference  to  the  issue  of  treasury  notes, 
had  in  like  manner  cast  his  own  vote,  at  the  last 
Congress,  for  the  issue  of  twenty-eight  millions  'if 
treasury  notes.  How  beautifully  consistent !  Mr. 
H.  here  would  read  to  the  committee  a  little  of  the 
language  of  the  gentleman  on  this  subject.  [Mr. 
H.  here  quoted  from  the  speech  of  Mr. Vinton.] 

He  then  went  on  to  deny  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  in  any  instance  paid  a  creditor  of  the 
Government  in  paper  money  of  any  kind,  unless 
such  mode  of  payment  was  preferred  by  the  cred- 
itor. If  we  could  rely  in  the  sli2;htest  degree  on 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  if  that 
functionary  was  possessed  of  any  veracity  at  all, 
his  stalemei'it  showed,  that  instead  of  having  dealt 
in  bank  f)aper,  or  any  other  form  or  species  of 
paper  money,  he  had  only  done  the  very  thing 
which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  voted  that  it 
was  ri<,'ht  in  him  to  do.  That  o/licer  had  paid  out 
nothing  but  the  constitutional  currency,  (gold  and 
silver;)  yet  the  gentleman  had  rated  him  in  the 
most  unmeasured  terms  for  complying  with  the 
law  passed  by  his  own  vote.  But  Mr.  H.  had  a 
good  deal  more  to  say,  and  must  hasten  on. 

If  the  gentleman  proposed  to  reduce  the  amount 
of  the  loan  at  the  Executive  rccommandation,  why 
did  he  not,  in  compliance  with  the  Executive  recom- 
mendation, retain  the  treasury  note  feature  in  his 
bill,  and   thereby  secure  the  certainty  of  having  ' 


the  loan  taken  ?  This  would  have  enabled  him  to 
avoid  indicting  that  terrible  injury  which  lie  pre- 
dicted on  the  business  and  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try under  his  present  bill. 

But  if  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vinton,] 
and  Mr.  H»'s  other  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  were  desirous  of  fastening  responsibility 
on  the  Administration,  why,  in  the  name  of  com- 
mon fiiirness,  did  they  not  give  the  Administration 
all  they  asked  for?  After  taking  out  of  the  bill  the 
leading  feature  which  the  Administration  had  de- 
sired to  have  introduced  into  it,  could  they  a^iccess- 
fully  charge  the  failure  of  the  loan,  should  it  fail, 
on  the  Administration?  Would  they  have  any 
right  to  make  any  such  charge  if  they  refused  its 
recommendations?  By  doing  this,  would  they  not 
elfectualiy  fasten  responsibility  on  themselves? 
Most  assuredly;  nor  could  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  by  any  i)igenuity,  shift  that  responsibility 
oft'liis  own  sliouiders  and  that  of  his  party.  Why 
had  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  been 
changed?  But  for  this  change  that  committee 
would  have  reported  such  a  bill  as  the  minority 
of  that  committee  now  desired.  But  its  organiza- 
tion had  been  changed,  and  they  had  now  reported 
to  the  House  a  bill  which  the  Treasury  Department 
had  not  recommended;  and  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  was  himself  the  first  man  to  give  the 
bill  a  blow.  Who  would  be  found  willing  to  take 
up  the  gentleman's  bantling  when  he  spoke  of  it  in 
the  way  he  had  done?  Mr.  H.  and  his  friends 
did  not  want  to  have  anything  to  do  with  it;  and, 
though  an  honorable  friend  of  Mr.  H.'s,  from 
Kentucky,  might  be  willing  to  support  it,  yet  Mr. 
H.  did  not  doubt  that  he  regretted  that  his  chair- 
man had  deserted  him  in  its  support. 

But  Mr.  H.  must  go  on;  his  lime  was  passing 
rapidly,  and  he  must  get  to  the  treasury  estimates. 
He  would  therefore  leave  this  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject, observing  only,  that  in  omitting  the  feature 
of  treasury  notes,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had 
assumed  a  responsibility  not  to  be  sought,  if  not 
to  l)e  avoided. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  of  the  House  of  Representatives  exerted, 
necessarily,  from  the  position  he  occupied,  an 
extraordinary  influence  over  everything coimected 
with  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  country.  Indeed, 
in  this  respect,  the  chairman  of  that  committee 
was  second  to  no  man  in  the  Government  but  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  hardly  second  even 
to  the  Secretary  himself.  Before  a  gentleman 
placed  in  such  a  position  inflicted  a  stab  on  the 
most  delicate  and  vital  part  of  the  fiscal  operations 
of  the  Government  and  the  country,  he  ought 
certainly  to  have  first  matured  his  plans,  and 
well  weighed  every  statement  he  ventured  to  make. 
He  should  not  come  before  the  House,  and  de- 
clare that  the  Government,  instead  of  sixteen, 
would  need  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  millions  of 
dollars  to  meet  the  necessities  of  the  treasury. 
This  estimate,  Mr.  H.  would  say,  was  a  mere 
guess.  The  gentleman  had  all  the  estimates  of  the 
treasury  before  him:  why,  then,  did  he  not  put  his 
finger  on  the  deficient  points  in  those  estimates? 
But,  instead  of  doing  this,  his  own  estimates  left 
a  gap  as  wide  at  least  as  the  accidental  error  of 
one  of  the  clerks  in  the  treasury,  of  which  so 
much  had  been  said.  And  this  same  mistake 
followed  the  gentleman  through  all  the  calcula- 
tions he  had  mnde.  It  was  the  same  in  regard 
to  the  deficit  of  1849  as  the  deficit  of  the  |n-esent 
year.  Mr.  H.  did  not  believe  there  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  who  was  capable  of  reading  the 
documents  that  could  not  make  as  good  a  guess  as 
that.  The  gentleman  gave  the  Secretary  a  hit  or 
two  about  the  mistakes  of  his  clerks;  but  said 
he  presumed  that  those  errors  had  now  all  been 
corrected.  He  accused  the  Secretary  of  over  esti- 
mating the  receipts  of  the  treasury  by  five  millions 
of  dollars,  and  underrating  the  expenditures  by 
two  millions  and  a  half.  The  gentleman  then 
added  both  these  sums  to  the  sixteen  millions 
asked  for  by  the  Government,  and  said  the  real 
deficit  would  be  twenty-two  millions.  Now,  every 
one  who  knew  enough  of  arithmetic  to  add  two 
sums  together,  would  be  able  to  detect  an  error  of 
a  million  of  dollars  in  the  result.  This  alone  was 
sufficient  to  show  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
was  the  very  last  man  who  was  entitled  to  call  the 
Secretary  to  account  for  errors  in  his  fiirures. 

The  gentleman  had  committed  a  similar  error  as 
to  the  debt  of  the  Government.  He  maintained 
that  at  the  end  of  June,  1849,  instead  of  twenty 


and  a  half  millions,  it  would  be  thirty-eight  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  deficiencies  for  that  year. 

But  Mr.  H.  would  now  attempt  to  speak  to  the 
subject  of  these  estimates.  He  had  thought,  a 
little  while  ago,  he  saw  a  certain  gentleman  very 
famous  in  this  House  and  in  the  country  for  his 
deep  knowledge  on  tariffs,  on  iron,  on  labor,  and 
all  that;  but  he  believed  he  had  walked  out.  He 
was  very  sorry  he  was  gone,  as  hs  wanted  to  say 
a  word  or  two  to  him. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  am  here: 
go  ahead. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  That  gentleman  had  told  the 
House  that  the  tariflT  of  1846,  in  the  first  year  of 
its  operation,  had  yielded  but  twenty-three  mil- 
lions of  revenue.  Was  that  a  fair  calculation? 
Could  he  intend  to  convey  this  idea  as  a  correcf 
one?  The  tariff  of  1846  had  not  gone  into  oper- 
ation until  December  of  that  year,  and  therefore 
there  had  been  in  that  year  five  months  under  the 
gentleman's  own  beloved  tariff  of  1842. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Does  ihe  gentleman  contra- 
dict any  one  thins:  that  I  said  ? 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  he  had  not  time  now  to 
enter  into  a  tariff  discussion  with  him,  but  he 
would  only  reply  that  he  did  not  befieve  there  was 
one  correct  position  in  the  gentleman's  speech. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Will  you  point  out  one  that 
is  not? 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  he  had  already  pointed 
out  one.  There  v/as  not  a  man  of  common  sense 
in  the  House  who  did  not  know  that  the  tariff  of 
1846  did  not  go  into  operation  till  five  months  after 
the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  on  first  of 
July,  1846. 

But  he  was  coming  to  the  estimates;  and  he 
wished  to  test  them  only  by  what  was  fair  and 
rii^ht.  He  was  glad  his  friend  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Morehead]  was  so  near  him,  taking  notes, 
and  would  reply  with  the  ability  he  was  known  to 
possess.  Mr.  H.  would  call  attention  first  to  the 
estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasui-y. 

In  July,  1846,  the  Secretary,  in  reply  to  a  call 
of  the  Senate  upon  him  to  stale  the  probable  results 
of  the  tariff  of  1846,  estimated  them,  for  the  jiscal 
year  ending  in  June,  1847,  at  ^27,835,000.  In 
December,  1846,  he  adopted  the  estimates  he  had 
made  for  the  year,  and  estimated  the  revenue  of 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1848,  at  twenty-eight 
millions.  This  was  from  customs;  for  it  was  to 
the  product  of  the  customs  that  Mr.  H.  was  now 
confining  his  remarks.  1'hese  two  years  put  to- 
gether were  then  estimated  to  produce  an  aggregate 
of  ^55,835,000.  Now,  the  genileman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Vinton]  charged  the  Secretary  with  having 
over-estimated  the  receipts  of  last  year  by  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Mr.  H.  granted  that  the  estimates 
had  exceeded  the  receipts  somewhere  about  four 
millions  from  customs.  But  he  would  now  look 
at  the  receipt?,  quarter  by  quarter,  and  month  by 
month,  and  it  would  soon  be  made  to  appear 
when  and  where  the  deficiency  commenced.  The 
total  receipts  for  the  year,  instead  of  running  up  to 
twenty-eight  millions,  had  been  but  about  twenty- 
four.  But  where  had  the  falling  ofl'  commenced? 
Five  months  of  these  two  years  had  been  spent; 
under  the  tariff  of  1842,  and  nineteen  under  the 
tariff  of  1846.  In  actual  receipts,  those  five  months 
had  yifildetl  1^7,869,000;  the  other  seven  months  of 
that  fiscal  year  had  yielded  $15,900,000;  in  all, 
^23,774,000.  Now,  he  put  it  to  the  gentleman  to 
say  where  had  been  the  falling  oft' — during  the  first 
five  months,  or  during  the  last  seven?  The  seven 
months  had  yielded  more  than  double  the  preceding 
five. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  the  amount  already  received 
this  year  from  customs,  showed  that  the  total 
receipts  would  he  abundantly  sufficient  to  equal 
the  estimates  submitted  by  the  deptirtmeiit  to  Con- 
gress. The  year  ending  in  June,  1847,  had  yielded 
near  twentyfinir  millions.  The' first  half  of  this 
year  had  produced  sixteen  millions:  those  of  the 
last  month  (.January,  1848)  alone  were  over  three 
millions.  So  that  the  nineteen  months  (five  under 
the  tariff  of '42)  had  firoducrd,  from  the  customs 
alone,  a  revenue  of  ;j);43,4 18.000,  leaving  only 
eleven  millions  to  be  made  up  during  the  other  five 
months.  During  the  first  u  cek  of  this  February, 
the  gross  recei[)ls  had  been  but  a  fraction  shnit  of 
a  million  of  dollars.  So,  if  we  umk  this  year,  as 
far  as  it  had  gone,  there  remained  but  little  over 
ten  millions  to  be  raised,  and  five  months  to  do  it 
in.  The  tariff  of  1646  had  gone  into  operation  on 
the  1st  December,  1846.    The  receipts  for  twelve 
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months  theieafter  had  been  over  thirty-one  miL- 
iions. 

But  he  might  be  told,  ^nd  it  had  been  said  in 
deljate  here,  that  the  receipts  during;  the  fir^t  few 
months  under  the  new  tariif  had  been  unusually 
lar^^e,  because  large  amounts  of  goods  remained  in 
■warehouse  waiting  for  the  reduced  duties,  which 
rushed  in  like  a  flood  as  soon  as  the  law  went  into 
effect.  But  an  examination  of  facts  would  show 
this  argument  to  be  unsound.  Mr  H.  held  in  his 
liand  a  table,  from  which  it  appeared  that  on  the 
day  the  tariff  of  1846  went  into  effect,  (1st  Decem- 
ber, 1846,)  there  were  in  v/arehouse  goods  on 
which  revenue  had  accrued,  but  had  not  been  re- 
ceived, to  the  amount  of  $1,455,000.  On  the  1st  of 
September  1847,  they  had  amounted  to $1,264, 000, 
and  on  the  1st  November,  1847,  to  |S],  185,000;  and 
on  the  1st  December,  1847,  iheyamounted  to  ^1,- 
344,000,  only  piO,000  less  than  on  the  1st  Decem- 
ber, 1846.  Yet  it  was  pretended  that  just  before 
December,  1846,  goods  to  a  vast  amount  had  been 
held  up  for  the  low  duties,  and  as  soon  as  the  tariff 
went  into  operation,  tliey  came  in  at  once  and 
flooded  the  country!  Facts  and  figures  showed 
this  not  to  be  true  An  unprecedented  amount  of 
goods  lay  in  the  warehouse  now,  at  this  very 
time.  So  that  the  represeniation  on  which  gentle- 
men had  so  confidently  relied  was  falsified  by  the 
record;  and  the  rise  under  the  tariff  of  1846  was 
to  be  attributed  to  other  causes. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Will  the  gentleman  let  me 
reply? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  No,  sir,  he  could  not.  He 
had  shown  that  the  great  falling  off  was  not  to  be 
accounted  for  in  the  way  supposed.  Of  the  five 
months  under  the  tariff  of  1842,  the  first  three  had 
produced  |6, 153, 000,  the  other  two  had  produced 
$1,700,000. 

The  comparative  result  of  the  two  tariffs  might 
be  tested  in  another  way.  The  tariff  of  1846  had 
in  thirteen  months  yielded  ^34,700,000;  divide  this 
by  thirteen,  and  the  average  would  be  |2, 669, 000. 
This  was  much  larger  than  that  of  the  last  two 
months  of  the  tariff  of  1842  taken  together.  So 
that  the  general  average  under  the  present  tariff, 
instead  of  falling  below  the  estimates  of  the  Sec- 
retary for  the  year,  v/ould  exceed  them. 

The  Secretary,  in  December,  1847,  reestimated 
the  receipts  for  the  present  year  at  thirty-one  mil- 
lions. We  had  the  proceeds  for  seven  months, 
and  there  remained  only  eleven  millions  to  be 
supplied  by  the  other  five  months.  Taking  the 
average  of  actual  receipts,  whether  by  quarters  or 
by  single  months,  they  warranted  a  total  estimate 
of  thirty-two  millions. 

Mr.  H.  went  on  to  say  that  here  was  presented 
to  view  rather  a  singular  spectacle.  Here  were 
the  regular  official  estimates  of  the  Government 
openly  assailed  by  the  fiscal  officer  of  this  House, 
and  without  a  reason  given.  The  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  C.  B.  Smith]  agreed  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  in  cfiarging  the  Secretary  with 
overrating  the  receipts  of  the  treasury,  and  un- 
derrating th€  expenditures,  and  by  putting  them 
together,  made  up  a  deficit  of  nine  millions.  And 
as  the  Secretary  (as  they  charged)  had  made  a 
blunder  of  nine  millions  for  this  year,  they  argued 
that  they  were  warranted  in  coming  to  the  con- 
clusion that  he  would  not  be  any  nearer  tlie  truth 
in  the  next;  and  so  putting  down  his  assumed 
blunder  for  next  year,  they  made  up  the  total  error. 
The  gentleman  from  Indiana  set  down  next  year's 
error  at  nine  millions.  So  they  agreed  to  add 
eighteen  millions  before  the  end  of  1849. 

How  variant  was  all  this  from  what  the  Whi"-s 
had  told  the  country  when  the  tnrifl' bill  of  1846  was 
under  discussion.  They  predicted  that  the  tariff 
would  yield  not  more  than  about  twenty  millions: 
many  Whig  gentlemen  put  it  down  as  low  as  six- 
teen millions.  They  now  came  in  and  admitted 
it  would  yield  twenty-seven  millions.  The  friends 
of  that  tariff  did  not  accept  twenty-seven  millions: 
the  tables  now  showed  a  receipt  of  thirty-one 
millions;  next  year  would  produce  thirty-two  mil- 
lions; and  his  own  belief  was  that  the  amount 
would  go  on  increasing  to  millions  more. 

And  now  a  word  on  the  puljlic  lands,  to  which 
he  asked  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio.  He  had  told  the  committee  that  the  esti- 
mates of  the  Secretary  were  larger  than  would  be 
realized.  Mr.  H.  did  not  know  that  the  gentle- 
man had  the  estimates  before  him.*  The  Secre- 
tary's estimates  from  the  public  lands  were  for 
this  year  three  and  a  half  millions,  and  for  the  next 


three  millions.  Now,  from  the  first  quarter  of  the 
present  year  the  proceeds  had  been  $896,000,  and 
for  the  second  ^940,000,  making  a  total  for  tue  half 
year  of  1^1,836,843.  Mr.  H.  thought  it  likely  it 
would  be  for  the  other  half  j^ear  about  two  mil- 
lions. The  total  amount  would  overgo  the  three 
and  a  half  millions  which  the  Secretary  had  esti- 
mated. 

Mr.  H.  wished  to  say  a  word  in  reply  to  another 
point  of  the  gentleman's  argument  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  public  lands.  He  would  not  willingly 
misstate  him,  and  he  therefore  desired  his  atten- 
tion. Both  that  gentleman  and  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  C.  B.  Smith]  had  ai-gued  that 
the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  was  unfounded,  be- 
cause the  proceeds  of  the  land  sales  were  already 
pledged  for  the  repayment  of  the  loan  effected  last 
year.  Well,  taking  the  argument  as  these  gentle- 
men themselves  had  put  it,  how  stood  their  account 
on  the  subject  of  consistency.'  He  (Mr.  V.)  said 
that  these  public  lands  were  solemnly  pledged; 
and  he  condemned  the  President  in  the  strongest 
terms  for  considering  the  proceeds  derived  from 
them  as  a  part  of  the  general  revenue.  The  gen- 
tleman's language  on  this  point  had  been  very 
strong.  [Here  Mr.  H.  quoted  from  Mr.  A'^in- 
ton's  speech.]  Now,  would  the  gentleman  who 
spoke  in  this  lofty  strain  about  keeping  public 
pledges  inviolate  tell  the  conunittee  whether  he 
himself  had  considered  this  pledge  as  inviolate.' 
Had  not  that  gentleman  himself  voted  to  impair 
the  pledge  at  the  last  session.'  The  gentleman 
coulij  argue  eloquently  now  against  the  violation 
of  pledges;  but  when  it  was  known  that  that  gen- 
tleman had  himself  voted  to  violate  this  pledge 
of  the  public  lands,  by  giving  bounty  lands  to  the 
soldiers,  how  much  weight  would  his  lecturing  the 
House  be  likely  to  have  on  the  conscience  of  its 
members.'  He  asked  the  gentleman  whe-ther  he 
had  not  voted  for  the  bounty  lands.' 

Mr.  VINTON  rose  to  reply 

But  Mr.  HOUSTON  said  he  could  not  yield  up 
any  part  of  his  time,  which  was  now  almost  gone. 
The  Journals  were  here,  and  he  aflfirmed  that  the 
gentleman  did  vote  in  the  affirmative. 

The  gentleman  foresaw  an  "  unfortunate  result" 
from  the  passage  of  this  loan  bill.  Yes,  it  was 
likely  to  prove  as  unfortunate  for  him  as  his  vote 
to  hypothecate  treasury  notes  for  specie,  and  then 
charge  it  as  an  offence  that  the  Secretary  had 
done  that  very  thing.  The  gentleman  was  him- 
self the  first  to  destroy  the  sanctity  of  the  pledge 
of  these  lands,  and  now  he  charged  the  same 
thing  as  a  heinous  offence  on  the  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  But  how 
could  they  do  otherwise  than  they  had  done  when 
acting  under  that  vote  of  the  House.'  The  bill 
granting  the  lands  to  the  soldiers  had  passed  the 
House  by  almost  a  unanimous  vote,  but  some 
eighteen  voting  against  it.  Now,  if  the  House  vio- 
lated its  pledge,  how  could  they  expect  the  Presi- 
dent and  Secretary  to  insist  on  preserving  it.'  The 
House  had  taken  the  lead,  and  by  its  own  action 
had  indicated  to  the  Executive  what  it  thought 
right  in  the  premises. 

Mr.  H.  next  adverted  to  what  Mr.  Vinton  had 
said  about  the  amount  of  the  public  debt  at  the  end 
of  the  year  1849.  He  made  it  for  this  year  seven- 
ty-three millions,  and  at  the  end  of  next  it  would 
be  one  hundred  and  twelve  millions.  In  remark- 
ing upon  this,  he  charged  Mr.  V.  with  charging 
improperly  seven  millions,  and  at  the  same  time 
refusing  to  credit  three  millions  on  the  other  side 
of  the  account — the  sum  designed  to  be  kept  in  the 
treasury. 

The  gentleman  said  we  must  not  touch  the  rev- 
enue from  the  public  lands,  because  it  was  under 
pledge  for  last  year's  loan.  If  so,  what  did  he 
do  with  the  two  millions  from  the  public  lands 
after  paying  the  interest  on  last  year's  loan.'  He 
says  it  must  not  go  into  the  treasury  as  reve- 
nue :  then  where  must  it  go?  To  extinguish  last 
year's  loan:  well,  and  ought  he  then  to  refuse  to 
give  credit  on  that  loan  for  these  two  millions? 
Did  the  gentleman  propose  to  pocket  this  money? 
What  was  to  become  of  it  ?  God  only  knew  what 
he  meant  to  do  with  it.  And,  after  all,  what  dif- 
ference did  it  make  whether  the  money  went  into 
the  treasury  as  general  revenue,  out  of  which  last 
year's  loan  must  eventually  be  paid,  or  reserved 
as  a  sacred  fund  to  pay  that  loan  ?  It  was  as  broad 
as  it  was  long.  If  it  went  to  the  loan  of  last  year, 
did  it  not  extingui.'ih  so  much  of  the  public  debt 
due  this  year?    The  gentleman  could  find  no  es- 


cape, but  must  admit  that  he  had  fallen  into  an 
error  in  failing  to  give  credit  for  the  §2,000,000. 

The  gentleman  attempted  to  argue  from  the  esti- 
mates of  the  War  Department  that  there  was  an 
under-estimate  by  the  Secretary  of  the  expendi- 
tures. But  he  would  call  his  attention  to  the  let- 
ter from  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  which 
showed  the  reason  of  the  deficit  on  the  subject  of 
soldiers'  clothing,  and  which  he  refused  to  have, 
read.  The  gentleman  had  not  told  the  committee 
that  there  were  more  troops  to  be  clothed  this  year 
than  last,  and  that  there  had  been  a  great  increase 
of  charges  for  transportation  also.  If  new  supplies 
of  troops  should  not  be  sent,  the  charges  under  this 
head  would  be  much  diminished.  Then  it  should  be 
remembered  that  we  had  mounted  more  men  than 
had  at  first  been  estimated  for.  The  gentleman 
had  not  said  a  word  about  the  charge  for  heavy 
transportation  as  a  reason  for  the  increased  ex- 
penditures, or  the  rise  in  the  price  of  rations,  bread- 
stuffs,  and  supplies  of  all  kinds. 

The  gentleman  had  said  that  the  Secretary 
required  the  Quartermaster  General  to  reduce  his 
estimates  for  his  department.  Mr.  I-T.  denied  that 
statement.  He  (Mr.  Vinton)  said  the  committee 
were  left  in  darkness  as  to  the  reason  of  the  reduc- 
tion; while  the  Quartermaster  General  had  fully 
stated  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 

Here  the  much-dreaded  hammer  knocked;  and 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  sank  into  his  seat, 
exclaiming,  "No  matter — I'll  write  and  print 
it!" 

Mr.  HUDSON,  of  Massachusetts,  next  obtained 
the  floor.  He  said  that  the  present  condition  of 
our  country  is  well  calculated  to  fill  the  mind 
with  the  most  serious  apprehensions.  We  {ire, 
said  he,  in  the  midst  of  a  war — a  war  which  a  ma- 
jority of  this  House  have  declared  to  be  "unneces- 
sarily and  unconstitutionally  commenced  by  the 
Executive."  War  in  itself  is  at  all  times  a  great 
calamity:  but  when  it  is  commenced  without  just 
cause,  and  is  prosecuted  for  the  unholy  purpose  of 
conquest,  it  becomes  a  crime  of  the  deepest  dye. 
Sucli,  I  am  persuaded,  is  the  character  of  the  war 
in  which  we  are  now  engaged.  It  has  already 
sent  to  a  premature  grave  many  thousands  of  our 
citizens,  involved  us  in  a  heavy  national  debt, 
filled  our  people  with  a  thirst  for  conquest,  degraded 
us  in  the  eyes  of  every  civilized  nation,  and  brought 
us  to  a  point  where  the  consummation  of  our  am- 
bitious designs  may  prove  the  prelude  of  internal 
dissensions  more  to  be  dreaded  than  foreign  war 
itself. 

I  shall  not,  at  this  time,  Mr.  Chairman,  attempt 
an  examination  of  the  causes  of  this  unnatural, 
and,  as  I  believe,  iniquitous  war.  This  has  been 
done,  and  ably  done,  by  others.  After  the  repeat- 
ed exhibitions  of  the  facts  in  the  case,  the  question 
can  hardly  be  considered  an  open  one.  It  has 
been  demonstrated  again  and  again  that  the  Texas 
we  annexed  was  revolutionary  Texas,  and  hence 
that  her  boundary  was  marked  by  the  sword;  that 
she  never  extended  her  jurisdiction  beyond  the 
i»nmediate  valley  of  the  Nueces;  that  her  claim  to 
the  Rio  Giande  was  invalid,  and  that  the  resolu- 
tions of  annexation  regarded  it  as  such,  and  re- 
served to  the  United  States  the  right  of  settling  the 
boundary  with  Mexico;  that  Mexico  had  a  cus- 
tom-house at  Santa  Fe  and  at  Brazos  Santiago, 
both  upon  the  left  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  where 
our  merchants  and  traders  had  long  been  in  the 
habit  of  paying  duties  to  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment; that  two  days  after  the  passage  of  the  reso- 
lutions of  aimexation.  Congress  passed  an  act  in 
relation  to  drawbacks,  which  recognized  Santa  Fe 
by  name  as  a  Mexican  city,  and  that  nine  months 
subsequently,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in- 
formtd  the  House  that  this  act  allowing  drawbacks 
on  foreign  exports  to  Santa  Fe,  in  Mexico,  had 
gone  into  effect,  and  was  beginning  to  produce  the 
most  happy  results;  that  we  had  a  consul  residing 
at  Santa  Fe,  when  our  army  was  ordered  into  the 
country;  that  Mexico  had  not  only  civil  but  mili- 
tary possession  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Piio  Grande; 
that  the  Executive  apprized  General  Taylor  of  that 
fact,  and  directed  hint  not  to  disturb  those  perma- 
nent establishments,  nor  to  interfere  with  the  laws, 
religion,  or  usages  of  the  people;  in  a  word,  that 
the  whole  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande,  whether  on 
the  right  or  left  bank  of  that  river,  was  Mexican— 
a  Mexican  population,  speaking  the  Mexican  lan- 
guage, with  Mexican  laws,  Mexican  customs, 
Mexican  jurisdiction— as  purely  Mexican  as  the 
city  of  Mexico  itself.    These  facts  are  fully  sus- 
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tained  by  the  public  records  of  this  Government, 
known  and  read  of  all  men. 

With  a  perfect  ]{nowled2;e  of  these  facts,  (for  we  i 
cannot  suppose  the  President  ignorant  of  his  coun-  : 
try's  history,)  the  Executive  ordered  our  amiy  | 
into  a  territory  to  which  we  had   no  just  title — a  1 
territory  in  possession  of  a  nation  with  which  we  ! 
were  at  peace;  and  there  our  forces,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  President,  committed  overt  acts  of 
war,  by  blockading  tiie  Rio  Grande  and  charj^ing  ' 
the  Mexican  lines,  before   they  had  fired  a  gun  or  j 
obstructed  the  movement  of  our  army  by  force.  1 
Although  the  design   of  this  w;\r  was  at  first  con- 
cealed from  the  American  people,  the  late  avowals  I 
of  the  President  and  his  friends  leave  no  doubt  of  | 
its  object.     It  was  commenced  and  is  prosecuted 
for  the  unholy  purpose  of  conquest.     1   will   not 
enlarge  upon  this  point.     A  bare  statement  of  the 
case  is  sufficient  to  show  its  injustice,  to  crown  its 
authors  with  inlamy,  and   create  serious  alarm  in 
the  breast  of  every  friend  of  our  free  institutions. 
But  I  will  not  pursue   this  branch  of  the  subject. 
Passing  over  the  causes  of  the  war,  and  the  unholy 
object  for  which  it  is  prosecuted,  1  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  the  financial  embar- 
ra.ssmeiit  in  which  it  has  involved  us. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war  our  finances 
were  in  the  most  prosperous  condition,  there  being 
a  surplus  often  millions  of  dollars  in  tlie  treasury. 
And  now,  after  the  war  has  been  prosecuted  some 
twenty  months,  wc  are  on  the  verge  of  bankruptcy. 
We  have  consumed  the  ordinary  revenue,  ex- 
hausted the  ten  millions  surplus,  together  with  a 
loan  or  treasury  notes  of  tliirty-three  millions,  and 
are  now  called  upon  for  a  grant  of  sixteen  millions 
more,  to  supply  tlie  wants  of  the  Government 
during  the  present  fiscal  year;  and  this  sum,  I  am 
jjcrsuaded,  will  be  found  too  small  by  eight  or  ten 
millions,  as  I  shall  endeavor  to  show  hereafter. 
So  that,  when  the  war  shall  have  continued  twen- 
ty-five months,  we  shall  have  expended,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  accruing  revenue,  some  sixty-eight 
millions  of  dollars.  This  is  but  a  part  of  the  bur- 
dens brought  upon  us  by  this  unnecessary  war. 
Our  munitions  of  war,  which  have  been  accumu- 
lating for  years  in  our  arsenals,  some  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars  worth  of  our  public  domain  given, 
or  to  be  given,  in  bounty  to  our  soldiers,  and  long 
lists  of  pensions  and  private  claims  growing  out  of 
the  war — these  sliould  be  taken  into  the  account, 
and  will  go  far  in  increasinic  the  sum.  These  are 
some  of  the  pecuniary  burdens  which  a  weak  and 
wicked  Administration  have  wantonly  brought 
upon  the  ppof)le. 

War  is  necessarily  expensive,  and  is  almost 
another  name  for  oppressive  laxalion.  And  I  re- 
joice that  it  is  so.  It  bears  the  stamp  of  a  prevent- 
ive Providence,  and  is  calculated  to  awaken  the 
people  to  a  sense  of  their  condition,  and  to  induce 
a  strict  scrutiny  into  the  conduct  of  their  rulers. 
I  am  glad  that  this  war  has  involved  the  Govern-  j 
inent  in  financial  embarrassnlent,  because  the  bur- 
dens of  taxation  may  reach  the  grand  sensorium 
of  some  men  who,  mad  with  ambition  and  drunl? 
with  the  idea  of  accpiisition,  seem  insensible  to  the 
calls  of  justice  and  the  pleadings  of  humanity.  And 
I  venture  to  predict,  that  if  the  party  now  in  pow- 
er— the  criminal  authors  of  the  war — had  the  man- 
liness to  come  forward  and  im[)ose  taxes  sufficient 
to  support  the  war,  and  sustain  the  credit  of  the 
Government,  the  f)eople  would  rise  in  the  majesty 
of  their  strength,  and  hurl  indignantly  from  power 
those  who  have  abused  the  trust  which  a  confiding 
people  have  rcpo.'^cd  in  them. 

It  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  from  u  view  of  the  docu- 
meni.s  which  have  been  submitted,  impossible  even 
to  approximate  the  amount  whicii  has  been  wan- 
tortly  wasted  in  this  war  of  aggression  and' con- 
quest. The  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury trre  so  oi)scure,  and  his  accounts  are  so  con- 
fused, that  it  is  difficult  to  understand  them.  There 
are  .some  items,  however,  which  are  perfectly  in- 
telligible; and  to  these  1  wi.sh  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  commit^tee.  1  allude  to  the  f/nny  expendi- 
tures; and  when  I  speak  of  these,  I  do  not  include 
the  whole  military  eslablishmcnt,  but  leave  out  of 
the  account  the  armorie.';,  arsenals,  fortifications. 
Military  Academy,  and  that  part  of  the  civil  ser- 
vice which  relates  to  the  War  De]3artiTient. 

The  expenditures  for  tlie  army  alone,  (luring  the  ycRrcndinC 

June,  1815,  were .*3,).53  02* 

Diiriiiif  111..-  }  ear  ending  June  30,  IM6 7,'154,.')77 

During  the  year  etidin|{  June 3J,  1817 '3i,>:8i,06ti 

Here  we  perceive  at  once  that  the  expenditures 


of  the  army,  including  volunteers,  have,  during 
the  year  ending  .Tune  30,  1847,  exceeded  the  peace 
establishment  of  the  year  ending  June  30,  1845, 
:|30,727,041;  and  for  the  present  fiscal  year  the  ex- 
penditure will  be  much  greater.  I  am  aware  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  estimates  the  cost  of  the 
army  for  the  present  fiscal  year  at  $27,798,448, 
being  more  than  ;S,G,000,000  less  than  it  was  last 
year;  and  I  am  also  aware  that  these  estimates  are 
entitled  to  very  little  consideration.  The  Secre- 
tary last  year  estimated  the  cost  of  the  army  at 
#•27,733,096,  which  was  $6,148,972  less  than  the 
actual  cost.  And  how  was  this?  What  occa- 
sioned this  increase  of  expenditure  over  the  esti- 
mates which  were  made  when  the  year  had  nearly 
half  passed  away.'  The  Secretary  would  probably 
tell  you  that  the  President  during  the  last  half  of 
the  year  called  out  more  volunteers  than  had  been 
anticipated,  and  that  Congress  created  ten  new 
regiments  after  the  estimates  were  submitted,  and 
that  these  were  the  causes  of  the  increased  ex- 
penditures. I  admit  that  this  new  force  would 
sv/allow  up  the  extra  $6,000,000;  but  still,  with 
this  increased  force,  the  honorable  Secretary 
comes  forward,  at  the  commencement  of  this 
Congress,  with  an  estimate  for  the  army  for  only 
$27,798,448,  being  but  $65,352  more  than  the  esti- 
mate of  last  year,  when  it  was  too  small  by 
$6,148,972.  The  ten  regiments  which  wei-e  created, 
and  the  additional  volunteers  called  out,  could  not 
have  served  more  than  si.x  and  most  of  them  did 
not  serve  more  than  two  or  three  months;  and  if 
this  carried  the  expenditures  from  the  $27,733,096 
estiiiiated  up  to  $33,832,068, 1  cannot  conceive  how 
tills  increased  force  called  into  service  during  the 
war,  and  consequently  serving  during  the  whole  of 
the  present  year,  can  be  supported  for  $6,000,000 
less  than  they  were  last  year,  when  they  served  but 
a  short  time.  Besides,  we  have  already  been  in- 
formed by  the  Executive  Department  (see  Execu- 
tive document  No.  2,  and  miscellaneous  document 
No.  14,  published  by  order  of  this  House)  that  the 
appropriations  of  the  last  winter  for  the  present 
fiscal  year  for  the  anny  were  $14,014,635  too  small, 
and  that  this  additional  sum  must  be  provided  for. 
And  yet  with  these  facts  staring  him  in  the  face, 
the  Secretary  presents  us  with  an  estimate  for  the 
army  this  year  less  by  $6,083,620  than  the  ascertain- 
ed expenses  for  the  last  year.  Nothing  short  of  a 
disposition  to  conceal  the  real  state  of  the  treasury, 
can  account  for  estimates  like  these.  By  a  report 
of  the  Adjutant  General,  submitted  with  the  Presi- 
dent's message  at  the  last  session,  it  appeared  that 
the  army  in  the  field  in  Mexico  amounted  at 
that  time  to  24,984;  and  -by  his  report  submitted 
with  the  message  this  year,  it  appears  that  the  army 
in  the  field  in  Mexico  amounts  to  43,536;  a  fact 
which  will  justify  the  conclusion,  that  instead  of 
the  expense  of  the  army  being  $6,000,000  less  than 
it  was  last  year,  it  will  probably  be  $6,000,000 
more;  showing  tlie  estimate  to  be  $12,000,000  less 
than  the  probable  expenditures. 

Thus  far,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  haveconfined  myself 
to  the  expenditures  of  the  «r»ii/  alone;  but  if  we 
look  at  the  whole  expenditures  of  the  Government, 
we  shall  come  to  the  same'result,  viz:  that  the  es- 
1  timates  are  not  at  all  reliable,  being  far  below  the 
I  actual  expense.  The  ascertained  expenditures  of 
the  last  year  are  set  down  by  Mr.  Walker  at 
$59,451,177;  while  the  estimate  for  the  present 
year  is  $58,615,660;  being  $835,517  less  than  the 
actual  expendituies  of  last  year.  The  improbabil- 
ity of  this  result  will  appear  from  the  facts  already 
stated.  We  have  already  seen  that  tiie  army  in 
the  field  the  present  year  is  eighteen  thousatid  five 
hundred  rank  and  file  greater  than  it  was  last  year; 
and  there  are  now  vacancies  amounting  to  more 
than  fifteen  thousand  in  the  regular  and  volunteer 
foi'ces,  whicli  the  President  is  authorized  to  fill, 
and  which  he  is  now  filling  with  all  possible  de- 
s[iatch.  The  Executive  has  informed  us  that  they 
have  already  ascertained  deficiencies  in  the  differ- 
ent departments,  in  the  a)i[)ropriations  of  the  last 
session  for  the  jiresent  fiscal  year  of  $14,229,844. 
From  every  view  we  can  take  of  the  subject,  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  estimates  are  from  eight  to  ten 
millions  too  low.  It  is  ditlicult  and  even  impossi- 
ble to  estimate  the  ex))enseyof  the  cam|)aigii  with 
perfect  accuracy,  but  we  have  data  before  us  suffi- 
cient to  show  that  the  estimates  of  the  departments 
are  not  at  all  reliable.  Though  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  estimates  the  total  e.xpeuditurc  for 
the  year  1848  at  $58,615,114,  1  have  no  doubt  but 
that  we  may  add  $8,500,000  to  this  estimate  with 


perfect  safely,  bringing  the  total  expenditures  of 
the  year  up  to  $67,100,000.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
over-estirnated  his  receipts.  He  sets  down  his 
means  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  184S,  as  fol- 
lows, viz: 

Customs §31,000.000 

Publif  lands a.aOUjOOO 

Miscellaneous  sources 400,000 


$34,900,000 

No  man,  as  it  seems  to  me,  can  examine  these 
estimated  receipts  without  being  satisfied  that  they 
are  exaggerated.  If  we  compare  them  with  the 
receipts  of  preceding  years,  or  if  we  inquire  into 
the  amount  of  imports,  we  must  perceive  at  once 
that  the  receipt  of  $31,000,000  from  customs  is 
out  of  the  question.  To  obtain  that  revenue,  we 
must  import,  for  home  consumption, goods,  wares  , 
and  merchandise,  to  the  amount  of  $180,840,021; 
which  would  be  $68,806,632  more  than  the  aver- 
age of  the  four  preceding  years.  The  average 
consumption  of  imports  for  the  years  1844,  1845, 
and  1846,  v/as  $103,067,692;  the  consumption  for 
the  year  1847  was  $138,534,480;  being  $35,466,788 
more  than  the  average  of  the  three  preceding  years. 
Seeing  the  imports  for  domestic  consumption  for 
the  last  year  were  $35,466,000  above  the  former 
average,  1  am  satisfied  that  the  people  cannot,  in 
their  present  embarrassed  condition,  pav  foran  im- 
port of  $180,840,021;  which  would  be  $42,305,541 
more  than  was  purchased  last  year,  and  $77,772,329 
more  than  the  average  of  1844,  1845,  and  1846. 
And  yet  this  enormous  importation  must  be  made 
in  order  to  give  Mr.  Walker  his  $31,000,000  of 
revenue  from  customs.  The  principal  reason  why 
our  imports  were  so  targe  last  year,  was  the  fam- 
ine in  Europe,  which  enabled  us  to  send  abroad 
$41,000,000  of  breadstuffs  and  provisions  more 
than  during  the  preceding  year:  but  that  cause  has 
now  passed  away;  and  to  infer  that  we  can  import 
$77,772,000  more  than  the  average  of  1844,  1845, 
and  1846,  now  that  the  famine  has  ceased,  because 
we  imported  $35,466,000  more  than  that  average 
while  the  famine  existed,  shows  a  love  of  the  mar- 
velous hardly  consistent  with  financial  calculations. 
I  believe  that  the  revenue  from  customs  cannot 
with  any  propriety  be  estimated  above  $26,500,000 
for  the  year  1848;  and  to  obtain  that  revenue,  we 
must  import  for  home  consumption  $154,059,861; 
which  is  more  than  $15,525,000  above  the  imports 
of  last  year,  and  more  than  the  country  can  sup- 
port. In  estimating  the  revenue  for  the  present 
year,  I  have  taken  the  last  year's  imports  and 
revenue  as  the  basis,  though  that  basis  is  altogether 
too  favorable  to  the  Secretary.  Five-twelfths  of 
the  last  year  was  under  the  tariff  of  1842,  where 
the  rates  of  duty  were  from  five  to  ten  per  cent, 
higher  than  under  the  present  tariff.  So  that,  to 
realize  the  $31,000,000  estimated  by  the  Secretary, 
we  must  in  fact  import  a  larger  amount  than  I 
have  stated;  and  the  $26,500,000  which  I  have  set 
down  as  the  amount  to  be  received  would  in  fact 
require  an  import  of  inore  than  the  $154,059,000 
already  stated.  But,  as  I  wish  to  be  upon  the  safe 
side,  I  have  chosen  to  adopt  the  ratio  of  the  last 
year.  If  I  am  correct  in  my  positions,  $4,500,000 
must  be  stricken  from  Mr.  Walker's  revenue  from 
customs. 

He  estimates  the  revenue  from  the  public'lands 
at  $3,500,000,  which  I  believe  is  at  least  $1,500,000 
more  than  can  be  realized  from  that  source.  The 
average  income  from  the  lands  for  the  last  three 
years  has  lieen  $2,423,276,  and  there  are  causes 
which  must  operate  unfavorably  upon  that  branch 
of  the  revenue.  By  the  act  of  February  11, 1847, 
it  was  provided  that  all  soldiers  who  have  served 
twelve  months  in  the  Mexican  war,  or  have  been 
killed  in  battle,  or  have  been  discharged  in  oonse- 
quence  of  sickness  incurred  in  the  service,  shall 
receive  one  hurulred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  or 
scrip  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  dollars.  Some 
twenty-five  thousand  of  these  soldiers  have  been 
discharged,  and  these  land  warrants  are  being  is- 
sued in  large  numbers,  and  these  warrants  will 
alisorb  a  large  quantity  of  the  public  lands,  and  so 
divert  the  proceeds  of' the  sales  from  the  treasury. 
If  I  am  right  in  these  calculations,  the  balance- 
sheet  at  the  end  of  the  year  will  be  materially  af- 
fected.    The  ca.se  would  then  stand  thus  : 

Evpenditurcs  aliove  the  e.sliinnles $8,500,000 

Revenue  from  customs  less  tlinn  eflimate. . .     4,600,000 
Eevewue  tVuui  lands  less  lliau  etiiuiate 1,500,100 


(8(14,500,000 


1848, 
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Which  sum  of  p4,500,000 added  to  Mr.  Walker's 
corrected  balance,  would  make  :^23, 314, 036  excess 
of  expenditures  over  means  on  the  30th  of  June 
next;  and  hence  the  loan,  including  jjf3,000,000  to 
be  left  in  the  treasury,  should  be  |26,314,0U0,  in- 
stead of  $16,000,000. 

I  regard  this  part  of  the  subject  so  important 
that  I  must  beg  leave  to  dwell  upon  it  more  in  de- 
tail. 1  have  already  shown  that  the  importations 
for  the  last  fiscal  year,  after  deducting  the  reex- 
portations, amounted  to  5^138,534,480,  and  that 
this  exceeded  the  average  of  the  three  preceding 
years  by  p5,46G,788.  It  must  be  manifest  to 
every  one  acquainted  with  the  laws  of  trade,  that 
our  imports  and  exports  for  a  series  of  years  must 
nearly  balance  each  other.  During  the  last  fiscal 
year,  our  ex|)orts  of  domestic  products  amounted 
to  Jiil50,637,4G4,  being  $50,362,848  more  than  the 
average  for  the  three  preceding  years.  But  this 
excess  consisted  almost  entirely  of  breadstuft's  and 
provisions,  and  was  occasioned  by  the  failure  of 
the  crops  in  almost  every  part  of  the  eastern  conti- 
nent. The  Secretary  himself  informs  us  that  the 
breadstufFsand  provisions  exported  during  the  last 
year  exceeded  the  export  of  the  same  articles  the 
preceding  year  by  ^1,332,232.  This  fact  con- 
firms my  position  that  this  large  export  arose  from 
the  failure  of  foreign  crops.  This  excess  over 
former  exports  consisted  not  only  in  the  increased 
quantity,  but  also  in  the  increased  price.  But  the 
improved  harvest  in  Europe  has  checked  this 
export,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  expect  that  we 
shall  be  able  to  send  forth  this  year  the  same  quan- 
tity; andthe  reduced  price  will  greatly  diminish  the 
value  of  our  exports,  [n  the  articles  of  cotton  and 
flour  alone,  the  reduction  of  price,  even  if  the  quan- 
tity were  the  same,  would  reduce  our  exports  sev- 
eral millions. 

This  European  famine  not  only  increased  our 
exports  and  consequently  our  imports,  but  turned 
the  balance  of  trade  ^2, 102,984  in  our  favor.  But 
nothing  can  be  more  fallacious  than  to  reason  from 
a  single  year.  In  1837  we  actually  imported 
$4,280,000  worth  of  breadstuffs;  but  it  would  be 
absurd  to  argue  from  that  fact  that  we  should  con- 
tinue to  import  that  amount.  Equally  absurd  is  it 
to  maintain  that  we  shall  send  abroad  |65,900,000 
of  provisions  and  breadstuft's  annually,  because 
we  did  during  the  past  year,  when  the  famine  was 
so  pinching  in  Europe  that  we  sent  out  Govern- 
ment ships  laden  with  provisions  as  a  charity  to 
their  starving  thousands. 

But  we  need  not  reason  upon  this  subject.  We 
have  facts,  official  and  stubborn  facts,  which  show 
that  the  tide  of  trade  is  already  setting  against  us. 
The  imports  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  present 
fiscal  year  amounted  to  f!i50, 675,599,  while  the 
exports  amounted  to  only  $37,937,981;  showing  a 
balance  of  trade  against  us  of  $12,737,618,  which 
exceeds  the  balance  of  trade  in  our  favor  during  the 
past  year  of  $634,634.  The  entire  imports  and  ex- 
ports for  the  whole  half  year  havenot  been  received; 
but  I  have  returns  from  some  of  the  principal  cities, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  folio  wing  tabular  statement : 

Imports  into,  and  exports  from,  Boston,  New  York,  FhiUidel- 
phlt,  and.  Baltimore,  for  the  quarters  ending  September  30 
and  December  31,  1847. 


Imports  for  the  quarter  end 

ing  Septem- 

Exports  for  quarter 

tember  30,  1847 

end'g  Sep.  30, 1847. 

Boston,  merchandise 

$8,517,913 

$2,369,125 

specie 

.      1,197,622 

80,655 

New  York,  merchandise.. . 

.  31,412,527 

14,607,041 

547,350 

470,557 
1,506,959 

Philadelphia,  merchandise 

4,186,858 

specie 

93,838 

Baltimore,  merchandise. . . 

.      1,440,770 

2,025,321 

specie 

31,639 
(547,428,547 

4,390 

$21,065,048 

Imports  for  the  quarter  eii 

ding  Decem- 

Exports  for  quarter 

ber  31,  1847. 

end'g  Dec. -31, 1847. 

Boston,  merchandise 

$5,526,074 

$2,5.^2,729 

specie 

147,123 

•       1,450,445 

New  York,  mcrcliaudise. . 

.    13,082,651 

7,702,355 

specie 

199,400 

3.917,3.59 

Philadelphia,  mercliandise 

.     2,020,461 

1,096,901 

specie  

96,484 

12,598 

Baltimore,  merchandise.. 

846,73,-. 

1,676,312 

specie 

Quarter  ending  Dec. 31.. . 

:ii,4io 

,■^21,950.308 

$18,408,699 

Quarter  ending  Sept.  30. . 
Total 

47,428,.547 
,'if6y,378,845 

21,0,55,048 

$39,463,747 

Here,  it  will  be  seen  that,  taking  these  four 
cities,  which  comprise  more  tlian  three-fourths  of 
the  commerce  of  the  country,  the  balance  of  trade 
for  the  last  six  months  is  near^y  $30,000,000 
against  us,  and  that  specie  is  rapidly  leaving  the 
country;  the  excess  of  specie  exported  during  this 
period  being  about  $3,600,000  above  the  import. 
We  have  had  pleasing  accounts  of  the  great  bal- 
ance of  trade  in  our  favor,  and  golden  dreams  of 
I  specie  flowing  into  the  countiy  and  filling  the 
!  vaults  of  the  sub-treasury,  presented  to  us  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  But  we  already  see 
that  an  average  harvest  in  Europe  has  turned  the 
tables  against  us,  and  dissipated  those  golden 
visions. 

The  present  condition  of  the  money  market  and 
the  general  depression  of  business  must  reduce  the 
imporrs  for  the  last  half  of  the  year.  All  experi- 
ence shows  that  prosperity  in  our  industrial  pur- 
suits at  home  contributes  greatly  to  the  increase  of 
our  commerce;  and  that  we  never  purchase  foreign 
fitbrics  so  freely  as  when  money  is  plenty  in  the 
country.  It  is  true  that  our  imports  at  the  present 
time  are  heavy,  but  the  depression  of  prices  shows 
that  we  have  a  large  supply  on  hand,  and  leads  us 
to  expect  that  the  future  imports  will  be  light. 
The  pernicious  effects  of  the  tariff  of  1846  and  of 
the  drain  of  specie  from  the  country  to  support  a 
foreign  war,  are  beginning  to  develop  themselves. 
Manufactures  already  feel  the  shock.  The  cotton, 
woollen,  and  iron  interests  of  the  country  are 
greatly  depressed;  and  with  depressed  manufac- 
tures we  may  soon  anticipate  a  paralyzed  agricul- 
ture and  a  stagnant  commerce.  Even  if  the  tide  of 
trade  should  continue  so  as  to  give  us  a  large  rev- 
enue during  the  present  year,  its  inevitable  effect 
would  be  to  diminish  our  revenue  for  the  next; 
and  so  leave  as  great  a  deficit  on  the  30th  June, 
1849,  as  though  it  fell  within  this  year.  It  should 
also  be  observed  "that  the  heavy  importations  of 
tea  generally  come  in  in  the  spring,  and  as  this  is 
free  of  duty,  no  revenue  will  be  obtained  from  that 
source. 

A  brief  view  of  the  finances  of  the  country  will 
show  the  utter  failure  of  the  tariff"  of  1846  as  a 
revenue  measure.  Though  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  President  in  his  message  assure 
us  that  the  tariff  of  1846  has  augmented  the  reve- 
nue of  the  country,  every  view  I  have  been  able  to 
take  of  the  subject  leads  me  to  a  very  diflferent 
result.  The  imports  and  exports,  together  with 
the  net  revenue  from  imports  for  the  three  years 
ending  with  the  30th  of  June,  under  the  tariflf  of 
1842,  were  as  follows  : 


Years. 

Imports  for 
coicsumption. 

Do7nestic  ex- 
ports. 

Netrevenue. 

In  1844 

1845... 

1845 

$99,950,168     $99,715,179 
101.907,734        99,299,776 
]10;345,174      102,141,893 

,■$26,183,570 
27,528,112 
28,712,667 

103,067,692     100,385,616 

23.808,116 

In  1847  they  were.. 

138,534,480  1  150,637,464 

23,747,834 

Note, — IJurliig  the  same  period,  our  imports  of  specie 
have  amounted  to  ,$2,344,896,  and  our  exports  of  Bpecie  to 
$5,937,004,  as  seen  above. 


Here  we  have  an  amount  of  imports  for  the  last 
year  of  $35,466,778  above  the  average  of  the  three 
preceding  years;  and  yet  the  net  revenue  falls  be- 
low the  average  $3,060,252.  The  net  revenue  for 
the  three  years  under  the  tariff"  of  1842,  assessed 
upon  the  imports  for  home  consumption,  would 
amount  to  a  duty  of  26.01  per  cent.;  and  if  we 
multiply  the  imports  of  1847  by  that  rate,  it  would 
give  us  a  net  revenue  of  $36,032,818;  which  shows 
a  falling  oflF  of  the  revenue  under  the  tarifl'of  1846, 
from  what  it  would  have  been  under  the  tarift'of 
1842,  of  $12,284,954.  While  the  Administration 
and  its  friends  are  clamorous  for  a  loan  of  sixteen 
millions,  they  should  remember  that  if  they  had 
not  wantonly  destroyed  the  best  revenue  system 
which  this  country  ever  enjoyed,  they  would  have 
had  more  than  two-thirds  of  that  sum  paid  into  the 
treasury;  nay,  if  that  system  had  remained  in  force 
up  to  this  day,  it  would  completely  have  super- 
seded the  necessity  of  this  loan,  and  have  left  a 
balance  in  the  treasury.  Here  we  have  a  full 
illustration  of  the  crude,  undigested  system  of  the 
present  Administration — a  system  which,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  famine  on  the  eastern  continent, 
would  have  overwhelmed  its  friends  in  disappoint- 
ment. If  the  imports  had  remained  at  the  average 
of  the  three  preceding  years,  the  revenue  under 
the  present  tariff"  would  have  amounted  to  only 
P7,624,575,  or  $9,283,531  less  than  the  average 


of  the  three  years  under  the  Whig  tariff.  Thus, 
by  the  miserable  policy  of  the  Administration,  the 
best  interests  of  the  country  have  not  only  been 
sacrificed,  but  the  Government  itself  has  been 
robbed  of  twelve  millions  of  revenue  at  a  time  when 
the  largest  amount  from  ordinary  sources  would 
be  insufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  receipts  from  customs  for  the  year 
1847  have  not  only  fallen  off'  $3,060,252  from  the 
average  receipts  of  the  three  preceding  years,  but^ 
they  have  fallen  $4,087,867  below  the  Secretary's 
own  estimate  submitted  to  Congress  in  Decemberj 
1846. 

But  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  point  out  the  blun- 
ders of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  to  show 
that  his  estimates  are  entitled  to  very  little  consid- 
eration. Of  this,  however,  we  may  be  certain — 
that  his  estimates  are  always  in  conformity  with 
his  preconceived  opinions,  and  are  designed*to  rec- 
ommend his  own  visionary  schemes-  In  his  first 
annual  report  on  the  finances  to  bring  the  tariff"  of 
1842  into  disrepute,  he  estimated  the  revenue  from 
customs  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1846,  at 
$24,500,000;  but  the  result  showed  a  net  revenue 
of  $26,712,667,  showing  that  the  Seretary's  esti- 
mate was  $2,212,667  too  low.  But  when  he  has 
his  own  darling  system  before  him,  there  is  no 
danger  of  error  on  the  same  side  of  the  question. 
At  the  opening  of  the  last  Congress  he  estimates 
the  receipts  from  customs  for  the  year  ending  June, 
1847, at  $27,835,731,  being  $4,087,867  more  than 
was  realized — the  true  sum  being  $23,747,864. 
Thus  we  see  that  the  Secretary's  fondness  for 
his  free-trade  system  leads  him  into  an  error  of 
$2,212,000  in  one  year,  and  of  $4,078,000  the 
next. 

But  in  view  of  all  these  blunders,  and  in  the  face 
of  all  these  facts,  the  Secretary  says  :  "  The  new 
'  tariff"  h^  now  been  in  operation  more  than  twelve 
'  months,  and  has  greatly  augmented  the  revenue 
'  and  prosperity  of  the  country.  The  net  revenue 
'  from  duties  during  the  twelve  months  ending  the 
'  1st  of  December,  1847,  under  the  new  tariff",  is 
'  $31,500,000;  being  $8,528,596  more  than  it  was 
'  during  the  twelve  months  preceding,  under  the 
'tarifl'of  1842."  While  this  statement  maybe 
true  to  the  letter,  it  is  nevertheless  calculated  to 
deceive  the  public,  and  is  so  manifestly  unjust, 
that  I  should  hardly  expect  to  see  it  presented  as 
a  basis  of  a  settled  principle  in  a  grave  official 
document.  The  honorable  Secretary  could  not 
have  forgotten,  that  in  his  first  annual  report  to  the 
29th  Congress,  he  strongly  recommended  a  reduc- 
tion of  duties,  and  that  this  subject  was  agitated 
for  months  before  the  passage  of  the  act;  that  the 
bill  was  reported  to  the  House  as  early  as  April 
14,  and  became  a  law  July  30,  1846.  Under  these 
circumstances,  we  know  that  the  importers  would 
naturally  keep  back  their  orders  in  expectation  of 
the  reduction  of  duties.  In  this  manner  the  tariff" 
of  1846  would  operate  to  check  importations  long 
before  it  became  a  law.  And  when  the  bill  was 
passed,  July  30,  1846,  it  contained  an  express  in- 
vitation to  importers  not  to  bring  their  goods  into 
market  until  the  reduction  had  taken  effect.  The 
6th  section  of  that  act  provides  "  that  all  goods, 
'  wares,  and  merchandise  imported  after  the  pas- 
'  sage  of  this  act,  and  which  may  be  in  the  public 
'  stores  on  the  2(1  day  of  December  next,  [one  day  after 
'  the  tariifof  1846  went  into  operation,]  shallbe  sub- 
'  ject  to  no  other  rate  of  duty  upon  the  entry  thereof  than 
'  if  the  same  were  imported  respeclioely  after  that  day. " 
Such  was  the  provision  of  tiie  tarifl!'act  itself;  and  it 
requires  no  financial  wisdom  to  see,  that  during  the 
four  months  which  intervened  between  the  passage 
of  the  act  and  the  time  when  it  went  into  opera- 
tion, the  entries  of  goods  would  be  greatly  reduced 
below  the  usual  standard.  Our  merchants  would 
not  exhibit  that  shrewdness  which  has  always 
been  ascribed  to  them,  had  they  not  availed  them- 
selves of  this  opportunity  of  saving  some  eight  or 
ten  per  cent,  on  their  importations.  They  would 
delay  their  orders;  or,  if  their  vessels  returned, 
they  would  put  their  goods  into  the  public  stores, 
there  to  remain  for  a  few  weeks  till  the  new  tariff 
should  take  effect.  This  would  greatly  reduce  the 
imports  or  entries,  and  consequently  the  revenue, 
during  the  autum  of  1846,  and  throw  into  the  fol- 
lowing quarter  imports  and  revenue  which  did  not 
properly  belong  to  it.  The  Secretary  himself  has 
furnished  us  evidence  of  this  fact.  In  one  of  the 
tables  appended  to  his  report,  which  is  valuable  as 
it  furnishes  evidence  to  confute  his  own  fallacies, 
he  iijforms  us  that  the  revenue  in  the  months  of 
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October  and  November,  1846,  was  only  $1,688,- 
480,  while  in  October  and  November,  1847,  it 
amounted  to  «j4, 400,000— sliowing  a  balance  in  fa- 
vor of  the  latier  period  of  !j^2,711,520.  This  shows 
most  conclusively  that  the  goods  which  usually 
come  into  the  country  in  the  autumn  were  either 
kept  bade  or  were  not  brought  into  the  market  till 
after  the  1st  of  December,  when  the  reduced  duties 
look  effect.  It  further  appears,  by  the  table  of  the 
Secretary,  that  the  importations,  and,  consequent- 
ly, the  revenue  of  the  quarter  ending  September 
30,  1846,  were  materially  reduced  by  the  passage 
of  the  tariff  of  July  of  that  yfar.  The  revenue  for 
that  quarter  was  only '56,153,826,  while  the  aver- 
age revenue  for  the  same  quarters  for  the  two  pre- 
ceding years  was  §9,867,8"25;  showing  a  falling  off 
of  <f,3,7 13,999  from  the  average.  This  falling  off 
in  the  revenue  of  the  September  quarter,  and  of 
the  months  of  October  and  November,  1846,  can 
be  accounted  for  on  no  other  principle  than  the 
effect  of  the  tariff  of  that  year.  And  yet,  with 
these  facts  before  them,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  his  free-trade  Secretary  came  before 
the  country  with  a  comparison  of  the  year  ending 
December  1,  1'846,  and  the  year  ending  December 
1,  1847,  as  containing  a  just  illustration  of  the  two 
tarilf  systems;  a  comparison  the  fallacy  of  which 
must  be  obvious  to  the  most  superficial  observer. 

1  have  already  shown,  that  with  an  increased 
importation  of  Si35,466,788  above  the  average  of 
the  three  preceding  years,  the  revenue  of  1847  had 
fallen  more  than  §3,000,000  below  the  average  of 
those  years;  and  that  if  the  tariff  of  1842  had  been 
in  operation  during  the  year  1847,  with  the  same 
importations,  we  should  have  realized  a  net  reve- 
nue of  more  than  §36,000,000;  showing  a  loss  by 
the  tariff  of  1846  of  more  than  §12,000,000.  But 
the  Secretary  ascribes  this  increased  importation  to 
the  reduction  of  duties.  That  the  red«iction  of 
duties  might  contribute  in  some  small  degree  to 
the  increased  importation,  I  am  ready  to  admit; 
but  that  this  is  the  principal  cause,  no  man  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject  can  believe  for  a  single 
moment.  The  simple  fact  that  our  increased  ex- 
port consisted  almost  entirely  of  provisions,  shows 
u§  the  true  cause  of  our  au<;mented  imports  and 
exports;  and,  unless  the  tariff  of  1846  had  power 
over  the  seasons,  and  actually  scattered  blight, 
mildew,  and  famine  from  its  wings,  it  had  but  lit- 
tle to  do  with  our  increased  export  for  the  last 
year.  But,  notwithstanding  these  jilain  and  pal- 
pable facts,  the  Secretary  informs  us  that  the  ex- 
jiort  of  domestic  products,  exclusive  of  gold  and 
silver,  in  1847,  exceeded  that  of  1846  by  more  than 
forty-eight  per  cent.;  and  he  has  given  us  a  table 
carrying  this  increase  up  to  1850,  at  which  period 
our  export  will  reach  §488,445,056!  I  have  no 
disposition  to  disturb  these  pleasing  dreams  of  the 
honorable  Secretary;  but  I  believe  that  he  is  the 
only  man,  even  in  the  present  Administration,  who 
would  parade  such  visionary  speculations  in  an 
official  document. 

I  have,  Mr.  Chairman,  thus  far  confined  myself 
mainly  to  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  past 
and  present  fiscal  years.  But,  as  we  are  now  called 
upon  to  provide  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  it  may  be 
well  to  look  into  futurity,  and  ascertain  as  well  as 
we  may,  what  will  be  the  probable  expenditure 
for  the  next  year.  We  have  the  estimate  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  covering  those  of  the 
different  departments,  and  it  seems  peculiarly  for- 
tunate that  he  is  able  to  reduce  the  expenditures 
very  much  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  the 
force  called  out.  \Ve  have  already  seen  the  actual 
expense  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1847,  and 
the  estimated  expenditures  for  1848;  and  I  will 
now  call  your  attention  to  the  estimates  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1849,  and  that  they  may  be 
seen  at  a  glance,  I  will  place  them  together: 

Acliial  expeiKliiurcsrorycarniding  Juiu!30, 1847  .*.59,4ol,I77 
E-tnimlc.j  "  u  ic         ,3<,8    ;-,8.6i.-,,r,r,o 

E«ttinat..-d  "  «  «        1^49    55,644,911 

It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Walker's  estimated  ex- 
penditures are  based  on  a  sliding  scale,  similar  to 
the  British  corn  laws,  where  the  duty  is  reduced 
with  the  increase  of  the  price.  Our  force  in  the 
field  is  constantly  increasinj:,  and  yet  our  estimated 

exjienditures  arc  reduced   from  year  to  yenr iIk; 

cost  of  the  service  for  1849  being  §3,806,236  less 
than  the  actual  expenditures  for  1847,  though  the 
force  is  much  greater.  Such  is  the  picture  pre- 
aented  to  us  by  the  official  documents,  liut  every 
man  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the 
subject,  will  be  satisfied  that  the  estimate  fcJr  the 


present  and  for  the  next  fiscal  year  is  altogether  too 
low.  There  appears  to  be  a  systematic  attempt, 
on  the  part  of  the  Executive  department,  to  reduce 
the  estimates  to  the  lowest  possible  point — not, 
however,  as  it  would  seem,  from  a  conviction  that 
the  sum  estimated  will  meet  the  wants  of  the  ser- 
vice, but  with  a  knowledge  that  if  greater  expenses 
are  incurred.  Congress  carmot  refuse  to  make  ap- 
propriations to  pay  just  debts.  I  speak  advisedly 
when  I  make  this  remark. 

Agreeably  to  law  and  usage,  the  officers  of  the 
different  bureaus  make  out  their  estimates  for 
the  coming  year,  and  submit  them  to  the  head 
of  the  department.  These  estimates  for  the  next 
fiscal  year  have  undergone  an  unusual  degree  of 
pruning.  In  confirmation  of  this,  I  will  stale  a 
fact  which  will  illustrate  the  principle,  and  show 
the  reliance  which  may  be  placed  upon  tlie  esti- 
mates. The  Ciuartermaster  General,  on  the  4th  of 
November,  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War  an 
estimate  of  expenditures  in  his  department  for  the 
next  fiscal  year.  The  Secretary  returned  the  esti- 
mates, with  a  request  that  they  be  reduced.  The 
Ciuartermaster  General  complies  with  his  request, 
and,  on  the  15th  of  November,  submits  his  revised 
estimates,  saying  he  has  made  "  considerable  re- 
ductions." J:le  says,  however,  that  his  first  esti- 
mates "  were  made  out  from  data  derived  from 
the  experience  of  the  last  year."  He  then  adds: 
"  Whether  these  reductions  be  judicious,  time 
'  must  determine.  1  would  not  have  ventured  to 
'  make  them,  but  for  the  fact  that  two  sessions  of 
'  Congress  will  have  terminated  before  the  expira- 
•  tion  of  the  fiscal  year  for  which  the  estimates 
'  now  submitted,  have  been  made.  Thesumsasked 
'  for  arrearages  for  the  present  fiscal  year  are  not 
'  more,  I  am  persaaded,  than  will  be  lequired." 

Here,  sir,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Ciuartermaster 
General,  in  his  second  estimates,  virtually  admits 
that  they  are  too  low — lower  than  the  service,  in 
his  opinion,  will  justify.  In  fact,  he  was  so  well  per- 
suaded that  his  estimates  were  too  low,  that  he  says 
he  would  not  have  ventured  to  make  them,  but  for 
the  fact  that  he  could  come  in  at  the  next  session, 
and  ask  foradditional  appropriations.  TheCommit- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means,  being  desirous  of  obtain- 
ing all  the  information  requisite  to  a  proper  under- 
standing of  the  subject  on  which  they  were  called 
to  act,  addressed  a  note  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
asking  him  for  the  original  estimates  of  the  Q.uar- 
termaster  General.  When  the  original  estimates 
were  sent  us,  we  found  that  it  was  literally  true 
that  he  had  made  "considerable  reductions." 
And  what  do  you  suppose,  Mr.  Chairman,  they 
were?  How  much  do  you  suppose  was  cut  off.' 
I  will  tell  you:  the  modest  little  sum  of  §7,901,200! 
But  he  does  it  under  protest,  declaring  that  he  be- 
lieves it  will  be  wanted,  as  he  founded  his  esti- 
mates upon  the  experience  of  the  last  year. 

Again,  sir:  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  gives  us 
an  estimate  of  §10,905,558;  but,  after  this  estimate 
had  been  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  some  six 
weeks,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  comes  forward 
and  informs  us  that  we  can  reduce  the  estimate 
§1,500,000,  without  any  detriment  to  the  public 
service.  And  what  reason  does  the  honorable 
Secretary  offer  in  support  of  this  reduction?  What 
new  discovery  had  he  made?  Why,  he  had  dis- 
covered just  what  he  must  have  known  when  he 
made  his  estimates — that  certain  unexpended  bal- 
ances would  come  over  from  the  last  year.  Btit 
would  he  reduce  the  actual  expenditure  by  this 
means?  Not  in  the  least.  It  would  show  less  on 
paper;  but,  whether  the  §1,500,000  were  drawn 
from  the  treasury  under  the  law  of  last  year  or 
this,  the  sum  would  be  the  same,  and  the  means 
must  be  provided  in  the  one  case  as  much  as  in 
the  other. 

I  have  stated  these  facts,  not  because  I  am  op- 
posed to  reduction,  but  because  1  am  opposed  to 
imposition.  I  have  stated  them  to  show  that  there 
is  a  systematic  attempt  to  make  the  appropriations 
as  small  as  jiossible.  I  do  not  believe  that  redu- 
cing the  appropriations  will  reduce  the  expendi- 
tures, on  the  whole,  one  mill.  1  am  perfectly 
satisfied  that  there  is  a  great  unwillingness  on  the 
part  of  the  Executive  to  have  the  enormous  ex- 
penditures of  this  war  known  at  the  present  lime. 
But  the  President  does  not  wish  to  be  behindhand 
in  the  good  work  of  retrenchment,  or  to  be  out- 
done by  his  Secretaries  ;  and  ronseciuenily  he 
comes  in  and  proposes  to  cut  off  the  paltry  sum 
of  some  §1H,,'')00  from  the  grants  made  to  the 
poor  Indians  for  the  purposes  of  education!     In 


several  of  the  treaties  made  with  the  different  tribes, 
there  is  a  provision  that  certain  sums  shall  be  paid 
to  them  annually,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  President, 
for  their  education  and  civilization.  I'he  different 
denominations  of  Christians  who  support  their 
missionaries  among  these  tribes  have  received  from 
the  Government  a  portion  of  these  funds,  which 
they  expend  for  schools  among  the  tribes,  and  ac- 
count to  this  Government  for  the  manner  in  which 
it  isexpended.  The  Presbyterians,  I  am  informed, 
expend  two  dollars  of  their  own  money,  for  th* 
purposesof  education,  for  every  dollar  they  receive 
from  the  Government;  the  Baptists  expend  about 
one  dollar  of  their  funds  for  every  dollar  they  re- 
ceive from  the  public  treasury;  and  the  Methodists, 
who  always  act  as  pioneers  in  every  good  enter- 
prise, expend  their  money  in  aiding  the  Govern- 
ment to  instruct  these  unfortunate  children  of  the 
forest.  And  while  these  heralds  of  peace  and  sal- 
vation are  willing  to  spend  and  be  spent  in  the  glo- 
rious cause,  civilizing  the  untutored  savages,  and 
opening  to  their  dark  and  benighted  minds  the 
glories  of  immortality,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  comes  forward,  and,  taking  advantage  of  a 
clause  in  the  treaties  in  which  a  confidence  is  re- 
posed in  him,  proposes  to  strike  out  these  small 
appropriations  granted  to  them  for  a  valuable 
consideration.  The  Executive  of  a  people  call- 
ing themselves  Christian  appears  to  be  unwilling 
that  the  ministration  of  life  should  be  dispensed 
among  the  savages  in  our  own  country;  he  wants 
the  money  to  dispense  the  ministration  of  death 
among  the  savages  in  Mexico.  He^  wants  all 
the  resources  of  this  country  to  convert,  sword 
in  hand,  the  wretched  hordes  of  Mexico,  not  to 
Christianity ,  but  to  citizens  of  the  United  States — a 
nation  which  has  spread  slaughter  through  their 
country,  and  treated  them,  as  they  believe,  with 
the  greatest  injustice. 

Here,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  question  naturally  arises, 
why  the  Administration  wish  at  the  present  time 
to  reduce  the  appropriations?  Their  motives  aie 
in  their  own  breasts.  I  am  satisfied  of  the  fact, 
for  they  have  revealed  it;  but  they  have  not  dis- 
closed the  motive.  But,  being  a  Yankee,  I  shall 
claim  the  prerogative  of  a  Yankee,  and  guess  the 
reason.  An  important  election  is  approaching, 
and  the  Administration  do  not  wish  to  have  the 
troublesome  question  of  the  expenses  of  the  war 
brought  before  the  people  in  the  next  Presidential 
contest.  They  know  that,  before  we  shall  assemble 
here  again,  that  question  will  have  been  decided  one 
way  or  the  other,  and  that,  at  that  time,  they  may 
safely  come  forward  and  ask  us  to  appropriate,  not 
fourteen  millions  of  dollars  to  supply  deficiencies, 
but  thrice  that  sum.  This  is  my  solution  of  that 
question;  and,  if  any  friend  of  the  President  on 
this  floor  thinks  me  uncharitable,  I  will  ask  him 
whether  he  had  not  a  little  rather  that  these  heavy 
appropriations  should  be  put  off  till  the  next  ses- 
sion. I  know  he  had.  If  he  is  frank  and  candid 
he  will  admit  it. 

But,  sir,  all  these  artful  attempts  to  blind  the 
eyes  of  the  people  will  not  avail.  The  note  of 
alarm  shall  be  sounded,  and  the  people  shall  know 
the  fraud  that  is  attemfited  to  be  played  oil"  upon 
them.  The  estimates  that  are  presented  are  be- 
yond all  question  too  low;  and,  if  this  miserable 
war  continues,  we  shall  find  it  so.  That  we  may 
see  what  demands  the  Administration  are  making 
upon  the  taxpayers  of  this  country,  I  will  present 
a  statement  of  what  they  ask,  directly  and  by  im- 
plication. 

They  ask  us  to  appropriate  certain  specific  sums, 
and  these  sums  will  involve  others  which  are  not 
specified;  and  these  incidental  expenses  will  in- 
crease with  the  continuance  of  the  war.  The  de- 
ficiencies for  this  year  are  already  ascertained  to  be 
more  than  §14,000,000,  and  it  will  be  perfectly 
safe  to  set  down  the  deficiencies  for  the  next  year 
at  §16,000,000.  The  account,  then,  will  stand 
thus  : 

Appiopiiatioilt  asked  tor $5.'5,644,941 

Appnipriaiidns  to  supply  dt-fieiencies  this  year .  14,'220,()4i» 
Ui-tioiciicius  iic.\tyear 16,0i 0,000 

$R''>,664,981 
Here  we  have  direct  and  tangible  appropriations 
for  §85,864,900,  in  round  numbers.  But  this  is 
not  all  :  they  ask  us  to  grant  them  ten  new  regi- 
ments of  regulars,  which  cannot  he  enlisted,  trans- 
ported to  Mexico,  and  stipporled  there  for  a  year, 
judscing  from  the  expenses  of  the  past,  short  of 
§9,000,000.  Then  they  ask  for  authority  to  call 
out  twenty  regijnonts  of  volunteers,  which,  as  it 
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may  in  some  dea;ree  save  the  expense  of  recruii- 
.  ing,  I  will  set  dowri  ut  ^17,500,000.  If  we  com- 
ply with  the  request  of  tiie  Executive,  and  grant 
him  a-11  the  force  he  asks,  and  this  force  sliould  be 
called  into  service,  the  account  would  sttwid  as 
follows: 

Appropriations  as  above ^85,864,981 

Ten  new  regiments  of  regulars.. .....     9,000,000 

Twenty  regiments  of  volunteers 17,500,000 

$11:2,364,981 

Here  we  have  the  round  sum  of  $112,000,000; 
and  who  will  say  that  this  statement  is  exagger- 
ated ?  Let  the  whole  foj-ce  now  asked  for  be  called 
out,  and  let  the  regiments  now  in  the  field  be  filled 
up,  and  every  dollar  of  this  sum  will  be  required. 
There  are  also  several  sources  of  expenditure  which 
kave  not  been  taken  into  this  account,  and  which 
will  be  constantly  increasing.  If  we  go  on  bor- 
rowing money,  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  will 
make  no  inconsiderable  sum.  The  pension  list 
will  be  constantly  increasing,  and  before  the  end 
of  the  year,  the  numerous  private  claims  for  in- 
juries sustained  in  and  by  the  war,  will  begin  to 
come  in,  and  the  scrip  which  the  discharged  sol- 
diers will  receive  instead  of  their  land  bounty  will 
be  in  the  character  of  a  public  debt,  on  which  in- 
terest must  be  paid.  The  exhausted  arsenals  must 
be  replenished,  and  a  thousand  other  charges  inci- 
dent to  a  war  must  betaken  into  the  account.  The 
incidental  expenses  of  the  Florida  war,  nor  the  war 
of  1812,  nor  even  the  warof  the  Revolution,  areas 
yet  all  ascertained:  so  some  of  the  expenses  of  this 
Mexican  war  will  remain  unpaid  for  a  half  cen- 
tury. 

And  while  these  enormous  appropriations  are 
asked  for,  and  this  vast  amount  is  to  be  expended 
in  a  foreign  country,  but  very  little  regard  is  paid 
to  the  interests  of  our  own.  While  the  Executive 
is  wasting  millions  to  destroy  property  abroad,  he 
deries  to  Congress  the  right  of  saving  properly  at 
home;  while  he  is  slaughtering  Mexican  soldiers, 
he  will  not  allow  us  to  save  the  lives  of  American 
seamen.  When  bills  are  passed  to  improve  our 
harbors  and  rivers,  to  save  the  property  of  our  citi- 
zens and  the  lives  of  our  seamen,  the  President 
turns  round  and  tells  us  that  we  have  no  right  to 
improve  our  own  country,  or  save  the  lives  of  our 
own  people. 

Now,  sir,  in  view  of  our  present  financial  con- 
dition, what  is  the  duty  of  the  Administration  .' 
To  go  on  borrowing  money,  and  so  entail  upon 
our  posterity  a  heavy  national  debt?  No  policy 
can  be  mor(.'  unwise.  Every  generation,  as  far  as 
possible,  should  bear  its  own  burdens,  and  pay  its 
own  debts.  Our  country  is  amply  able  to  support 
a  war  on  any  reasonable  scale;  and  they  will  do  it 
cheerfully,  if  they  believe  the  war  to  be  just  and 
necessary.  Why,  then,  do  not  the  Administration 
come  out  at  once  and  recommend  taxation  ?  Our 
tarifFcan  be  so  modified  as  to  give  ten  or  twelve  mil- 
lions of  revenue  more  than  we  are  now  receiving, 
and  at  the  same  time  protect  our  own  labor,  stim- 
ulate our  own  industry,  and  develop  our  own  re- 
sources. This  is  what  every  enlightened  statesman 
would  recommend.  And  then  we  should  impose 
a  direct  tax,  apportioned  among  the  States  agree- 
ably to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution.  But 
while  our  expenses  are  increasing,  the  Adminis- 
tration take  no  measures  to  increase  our  revenue; 
recommend  nothing  but  a  paltry  tax  upon  tea  and 
coffee.  And  why  do  they  pursue  this  narrow,  this 
cowardly  policy?  The  Democracy  in  their  con- 
■ventions  declare  that  free  trade  and  direct  taxation 
are  the  basis  of  their  theory.  Why,  then,  do  not 
the  Administration  comeoutand  recommend  direct 
taxes  at  once?  The  money  will  be  needed.  Fifty 
millions  in  addition  to  all  our  ordinary  revenue  will 
not  be  sufficient  to  carry  us  to  the  close  of  the  next 
fiscal  year.  And  why,  I  ask  again,  does  not  the 
President  direct  his  fiscal  agent,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  to  ask  for  a  direct  tax  of  fifty  mil- 
lions of  dollars? 

The  reason  is  obvious.  He  knows  that  the  mo- 
ment the  people  are  called  upon  in  this  manner  to 
support  the  war,  (hey  will  begin  to  inquire  more 
fully  into  its  character,  and  the  object  for  which  it 
is  prosecuted;  and  that  such  an  inquiry  would  end 
in  his  own  condemnation.  'He  knows,  too,  that 
those  States  which  are  the  most  clamorous  for  the 
war,  would  be  totally  unable  to  j)ay  their  portion 
of  the  tax.  I  haveapportioned  fifty  millions  among 
the  several  States  agreeably  to  the  federal  basis, 
which  I  will  present  to  the  committee: 


.4ii  apjiortionment  of  fifty  milioni  upon  the  several  States, 
agreeably  to  itie  constitulional  hasis. 

Miiine  .' 7  Representatives,  $1,535,088 

New  Haiiipiliire 4  do  S77,iyi! 

Verjiiont 4  do  -    .877,193 

Massaclnisetts 10  do  2,192,9e3 

Rhode  Island 2  do  438,.597 

Ciinneclicut 4  do  877,193 

New  York 34  do  7,4.56,140 

New  Jersey 5  do  1,096,490 

Pennsylvania 24  do  5,963,158 

Delaware 1  do  219,298 

jMaryland 6  do  1,31.5,790 

Virginia 15  do  .3,289,474 

North  Carolina 9  do  1,973,684 

South  Carolina ■ 7  do  1,535,088 

Georgia 8  do  1,7.54,386 

Alabama 7  do  1,53.5,088 

jMis,sls>ip|)i 4  do  877,193 

Louisiana 4  do  877,193 

Ohio 21  do  4,605,963 

Kentucky 10  do  2,199,983 

Tennessee 11  do  2,418,980 

Indiana 10  do  2,192.983 

Illinois 7  do  1,535^088 

Missoin-i 5  do  1,096,490 

Arkansas 1  do  219,998 

Michigan 3  do  657,895 

Florida 1  do  219,298 

Texas 2  do  4.38,.597 

Iowa 2  do  438,597 
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How  would  the  Democracy  of  the  Keystone 
State  be  pleased  with  the  idea  of  paying  $5,263,000? 
Could  they  inscribe  that  upon  their  banners,  and 
fight  as  manfully  as  they  did  under  the  banner  of 
"Polk,  Dallas,  and  the  Tariff  of  1842?"  What 
would  the  warlike  gentlemen  from  Maryland  say 
to  a  tax  of  $1,315,000,  in  addition  to  the  burdens 
they  are  now  called  to  bear?  What  opinion  of  the 
war  would  be  entertained  by  the  good  people  of 
Alabama  if  it  was  brought  home  to  them  by  a  tax 
of  $1,535,000  in  a  single  year?  Illinois  would  not 
find  it  exactly  convenient  to  pay  $1,535,000,  nor 
Indiana  to  pay  $2,192,000,  annually.  The  sum 
of  $657,000  would,  1  apprehend,  fall  rather  heavily 
upon  Michigan,  and  $219,000  would  remind  Ar- 
kansas that  the  sinews  of  war  were  as  troublesome 
as  the  war  itself.  The  people  of  Texas  would  find 
the  glory  of  the  war  a  poor  investment,  when  they 
were  required  to  pay  $438,000  as  the  purcha.se 
money.  I  might  mention  Mississippi  and  Florida, 
and  several  other  States,  upon  whom  this  tax 
would  be  rather  oppressive;  but  as  they  are  clam- 
orous for  the  war,  they  ought  to  be  willing  to  bear 
their  share  of  the  burden.  Particularly  should  the 
Democracy  of  these  States  advocate  direct  taxa- 
tion, because  they  are  in  favor  of  the  war,  and  of 
this  mode  of  raising  the  means. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  fact  is,  that  neither  the 
Administration  nor  their  friends  upon  this  floor 
dare  recommend  direct  taxes.  They  know  that 
the  people  in  those  States  most  clamorous  for  the 
war,  would  not  sustain  it  for  a  single  day,  if  they 
thought  that  they  must  come  forward  and  pay 
their  fair  proportion  of  its  burdens.  If  such  a  tax 
were  imposed,  we  should  be  compelled  to  with- 
draw our  army  from  Mexico,  not  only  because  we 
should  not  be  able  to  support  them  there,  but  be- 
cause they  would  be  needed  to  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, which  such  a  tax  would  produce. 

But  this  fact  is  a  striking  commentary  upon  the 
character  of  the  war,  and  of  the  Administration 
which  have  wantonly  involved  us  in  it.  The  Amer- 
ican people  are  not  wanting  in  patriotism.  They 
stand  ready  at  all  times  to  sustain  the  Government 
in  war,  whatever  may  be  the  amount  of  taxes, 
provided  they  believe  the  war  to  be  just  and  neces- 
sary. The  very  fact  that  the  Administration  dare 
not  propose  a  direct  tax  is  a  clear  confession  that 
they  know  the  war  is  unpopular  with  the  people. 
They  know  that  they  have  plunged  the  nation  into 
a  war  without  just  cause,  and  now  they  attempt  to 
avoid  the  responsibility,  and  put  off  the  day  of 
reckoning  by  throwing  the  burdens  of  this  war 
upon  those  that  come  after  them.  Our  fathers  be- 
stowed upon  us,  their  children,  the  rich  inherit- 
ance of  freedom;  but  the  present  Administration 
will,  I  fear,  leave  to  their  successors  nothing  but 
tarnished  honor  and  a  heavy  national  debt. 

Mr.  NICOLL  then  got  the  floor,  but  yielded  to 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,   who  moved  that 
the  committee  rise;  on  which  motion  a  quorum 
did  not  vote. 

The  CHAIRMAN  directed  the  Clerk  to  call 
the  roll,  in  compliance  with  the  126th  rule,  which 
requires  the  Chairman  to  have  the  roll  called,  and 
"  the  names  of  the  absentees  reported  to  the  House, 
to  be  entered  on  the  Journal. 


The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  Chairman  re 
ported  in  accordance  with  the  said  rule. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  moved  acall  of  the  House. 
Mr.  PHELPS  moved  that  the  House  adjourn; 
which  motion  was  decided  fn  the  negative:  Yeas 
35,  nays  80. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  then  withdrew  his  motion 
for  a  call  of  the  House,  and  the  committee  re- 
sumed its  session. 

Mr.  NICOLL  then  addressed  the  committee,  at 
a  late  hour,  in  a  financial  speech,  of  which  we  at- 
tempt to  give  but  a  bare  outline.  He  expressed 
the  embarrassment  which  he  felt  in  rising  to  ad- 
dress the  committee  upon  the  subject  before  them, 
and  the  reluctance  which,  had  he  consulted  his 
personal  feelings,  would  have  prevented  him  from 
talcing  part  in  the  discussion;  but  referred  to  the 
fact  of  his  being  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  of  his  representing  in  part 
the  great  commercial  metropolis  of  the  country, 
which  was  so  sensitively  alive  to  everything  done 
in  Congress  upon  the  finances  of  the  country,  and 
so  deeply  interested  in  having  their  action  discreet, 
proper,  and  so  directed  as  to  interfere  as  little  aa 
possible  with  the  great  monetary  affairs  of  the 
country,  as  his  apology  for  troubling  the  com- 
mittee. 

He  referred  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Presi- 
dent, in  his  late  annual  message,  for  a  loan  of 
eighteen  and  a  half  millions — viz:  for  deficiency 
fifteen  and  a  half,  and  for  a  surplus  to  be  reserved 
in  the  treasury,  three  millions,  (which  amount  re- 
commended had  subsequently  been  reduced  to  six- 
teen millions) — as  the  basis  of  this  bill.  The 
President  had  accompanied  the  recommendation 
with  a  suggestion,  which  was  reiterated  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  the  proper  course 
to  negotiate  this  'oan  would  be  similar  to  that  in 
which  the  loan  of  last  session  was  negotiated,  viz: 
by  the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  fundable  in  six 
per  cent,  stock,  redeemable  after  twenty  years. 
The  Administration  also  recommended  a  tax  upon 
tea  and  coffee  of  twenty-five  per  centum.  That 
was  the  plan  of  the  Administration.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  not  seen  fit  to 
adopt  it,  but  in  lieu  of  it  proposed  a  simple  lyan 
of  sixteen  millions  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  redeem- 
able after  twenty  years,  not  to  be  negotiated  below 
par.  The  minority  of  the  committee  had  embodied 
the  suggestions  of  the  President  in  a  substitute 
which  they  reported.  That  was  the  difference  be- 
tween the  two  plans. 

He  confessed  that  when  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Vinton] 
opened  the  debate,  he  had  expected  to  hear  from 
him  a  full  exposition  of  the  reasons  which  had  in- 
duced the  committee  to  give  their  preference  to  the 
bill  reported  by  him.  He  considered  that  the  mi- 
nority of  this  House,  and  the  Government,  after 
having  so  deliberately  recommended  a  plan  that 
seemed  to  them  feasible,  had  a  right  to  expect  to 
hear  the  reasons  for  this  rejection  of  their  plan  and 
the  substitution  of  another.  But,  so  far  as  he  was 
able  to  understand  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  AVays  and  Means,  he  had  given  no  reasons  for 
this  change.  He  seemed  rather  to  have  been  oc- 
cupied in  endeavoring  to  show  that  an  egregious 
error  had  been  committed  by  the  Administration 
in  estimating  that  only  sixteen  millions  would  be 
required  to  make  up  the  deficiency  in  the  estimates 
for  the  present  fiscal  year.  He  thought  the  hon- 
orable chairman  would  have  been  more  wise  had 
he  attempted  to  show  to  the  House  how  he  in- 
tended to  raise  the  means  required  to  carry  on  the 
Government.  He  (Mr.  N.)  submitted,  that  the 
course  taken  by  him  would  not  be  very  likely  to 
facilitate  this  object;  that  the  capitalists  of  the 
country  would  not  be  very  likely  to  be  induced  to 
taketheloan  by  statements  so  exaggerated  in  regard 
to  the  wants  of  the  Government. 

fle  should  proceed  to  show  that,  in  his  judg- 
ment, no  error  had  been  committed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  in  asking  for  a  loan  of  sixteen 
millions;  in  other  words,  that  there  would  be  no 
real  existing  deficiency,  so  far  as  any  reliance 
could  be  placed  on  estimates,  on  the  1st  of  July 
next,  of  over  $13,000,000;  and  that  a  loan  for  that 
amount,  and  for  a  surplus  in  the  treasury  of 
$3,000,000,  would  be  amply  sufficient. 

In  minutely  examining  the  different  points  made 
by  Mr.  Vinton,  and  in  defence  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  he  first  noticed  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  V.  with  reference  to  the  over-estimates  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  receipts  into  the 
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treasury  for  the  year  ending  the  1st  of  July  last, 
and  the  under-esiiinates  of  expenditures  for  the 
same  year,  referring  lo  various  incidental  and  ne- 
cessarily unforeseen'  causes,  such  as  the  unusual 
imporiaiions  of  S|)ecie  in  exchange  for  our  exports 
ol'  breadsLulfs,  the  large  appropriations  made  by 
Confess,  unforeseen  at  its  commencement,  the 
impossibility  of  estimating  with  entire  precision 
the  expenses  requisite  to  sustain  an  army  upon  a 
theatre  of  operations  a  thousand  miles  distant. 

He  next  adverted  lo  the  fact,  which  Mr.  V.  had 
considered  singularly  unfortunate,  that  the  Secre- 
tary had  not  last  winter  asked  for  a  loan  of  lorty 
niillions  of  dollars  instead  of  twenty-three  millions, 
as  the  whole  amount  he  [Mr.  V.]  considered  might 
easily  have  been  negotiated  then,  when  the  money 
market  was  muth  more  easy  than  now.  He  dif- 
fered with  the  gentleman  on  the  matter  of  fact, 
maintaining  that  we  had  no  evidence  that  the  mo- 
ney could  then  have  been  raised  more  easily,  and 
that  the  fact  relied  on,  that  ^^50,000,000  were  offer- 
ed for  the  loan  of  $23,000,000,  did  not  justly  war- 
rant such  an  inference,  as  in  many  cases  the  differ- 
ent bids,  which  were  principally  made  by  brokers, 
were  made  on  the  faith  of  the  same  capital  in  the 
hands  of  capitalists. 

In  reference  to  Mr.  Vinton's  strictures  upon  the 
estimates  of  expenditures  for  the  present  year  as 
under-estimates,  he  said  that  the  gentleman  had 
only  specified  the  estimates  for  the  duarlermasler 
General's  Department,  and  he  argued  that,  even  if 
they  were  actually  increased  above  the  estimates, 
our  receipts  of  revenue  from  Mexico  would  be 
probably  more  than  sufficient  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciency. The  system  of  the  collection  of  duties  in 
the  ports  of  Mexico  had  been  denounced  as  a 
scheme  of  plunder,  but  he  held  it  to  be  a  perfectly 
legitimate  exercise  of  power  on  the  part  of  a  con- 
quering nation,  and  said  there  was  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  if  the  scheme  were  properly  followed 
out,  with  returning  order  and  an  increase  of  trade 
ill  that  countey,  we  should  receive  a  much  larger 
revenue  from  customs  there  imposed  than  had  been 
anticipated  by  many.  He  had  seen  statements  of 
the  revenuesof  that  country  ashigh  as  ^12,000,000, 
and  we  had  now  all  that  country  in  our  posses- 
sion, for  all  practical  purposes,  and  could  control 
its  revenues. 

He  next  proceeded  to  argue  from  the  actual  re- 
ceipts for  the  first  two  quarters  of  the  present  fiscal 
year,  and  of  the  month  of  January  and  some  days 
m  February,  as  well  as  from  other  data,  that  the 
Secretary's  estimate  of  $31,000,000  revenue  from 
imports  during  the  present  fiscal  year  was  reliable 
as  far  as  any  estimate  could  be. 

He  also  estimated  that  we  might  rely  on  the 
amount  put  down  by  the  Secretary  from  the  pub- 
lic lands  this  year,  and  expressed  the  opinion  that 
the  bounty  land  warrants  to  our  soldiers  would 
not  diminish  that  source  of  revenue,  as  tlie  defi- 
ciency of  receipts  which  might  otherwise  be  occa- 
sioned by  the  issue  of  these  warrants,  he  estimated 
would  be  made  up  by  the  demand  for  lands  of  the 
vast  and  constantly  increasing  emigration  to  this 
country.  He  maintained,  (as  was  understood  by 
the  reporter,)  in  reply  lo  the  (objection  that  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  lands  could  not  be 
relied  on  as  a  source  of  revenue  to  meet  present 
wants,  having  been  specifically  pleilged  by  the 
loan  bill  of  last  session  to  meet  the  principal  and 
interest  of  that  loan,  that  they  would  answer  both 
the  purpose  of  this  pledge  and  constitute  the  sur- 
plus which  it  was  always  necessary  to  retain  on 
liand  in  the  treasury. 

He  would  not  say  more  on  this  subject.  He 
believed  the  Government  could  get  along  and 
would  get  along  through  the  present  fiscal  year 
with  the  loan  of  $16,000,000  asked  for,  if  given 
in  proper  form.  Neither  would  he  follow  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
in  his  ingenious  and  gloomy  speculations  as  to  the 
state  of  the  finances,  and  the  difficulty  of  raising 
means  to_  meet  the  anticipated  deficiency  in  the 
revenues  'for  the  next  fiscal  year.  He  considered 
these  .speculations  out  of  place  on  a  liill  proposing 
u  loan  for  the  present  year  :  such  gloomy  fore- 
bodings would  ill  cncomage  capitalists  to  make 
those  loans  which  were  necessary:  moreover,  many 
causes  might  intervene  to  change  materially  the 
slate  of  the  finances  before  Congress  was  called 
upon  to  act  upon  the  loan  for  lb4'.).  We  might 
be  on  the  eve  of  peace;  we  might  ihcn  be  in  the 
receipt  of  much  larger  revenues  from  Mexico. 
"Sufficient  unto  the  day  was  the  evil  thereof." 


Let  them  now  devote  their  best  energies  to  provid- 
ing for  raising  this  loan  of  $16,000,000  on  the- 
most  favorable  terms,  and  let  the  future  lake  care 
of  itself. 

In  defence  of  the  substitute  of  the  minority  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  by 
Mr.  McKay, proposing  the  issue  of  treasury  notes, 
he  referred  to  the  proviso — which  he  considered  a 
very  important  one,  and  one  which,  in  his  judg- 
ment, was  calculated  to  remove  the  apjirehensions 
entertained  on  the  other  side,  that,  by  this  issue  of 
treasury  notes,  a  government  bank  and  a  govern- 
ment paper  currency  were  to  be  established — that 
the  amount  of  notes  outstanding  at  any  time  under 
this  act,  together  with  all  the  issues  under  previous 
acts,  should  not  exceed  $20,000,000.  On  the  9th 
of  February,  he  said  there  were  $19,500,000  of 
treasury  notes  outstanding;  so  that  the  amount 
under  this  substitute  could  only  be  increased  by 
$500,000,  and  the  evils,  if  any,  of  the  issue  of 
treasury  notes  had  already  been  encountered. 

But  it  might  be  asked,  hov/,  then,  will  this  sub- 
stitute afford  relief  to  the  treasury,  if  under  it  only 
$500,000  additional  treasury  notes  could  be  out- 
standing ?  He  replied,  tliat  the  treasury  notes  were 
being  constantly  and  gradually  absorbed  by  being- 
funded,  and  this  substitute  would  authorize  the 
issue  of  treasury  notes  for  every  dollar  thus  fund- 
ed. He  considered  the  fact  of  the  funding  process 
now  going  on  at  the  rate  of  over  a  million  a  month, 
at  six  per  cent.,  in  a  tight  state  of  the  money  mar- 
ket, and  when  money  in  other  investments  was 
bringing  ten  per  cent.,  gratifying  evidence  that  the 
credit  of  the  Government  was  considered  good,  and 
a  presage  that  when  further  offered,  either  in  the 
form  of  treasury  notes  or  of  a  loan,  as  proposed 
by  the  majority  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  it  would  not  yet  be  tarnished. 

Mr.  DUER.  inquired  if  he  was  to  understand 
his  colleague  to  predict  that  the  loan  would  be 
taken  at  par .' 

Mr.  NICOLL  replied,  he  believed  it  would,  on 
the  plan  presented  by  the  ininority  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  he  hoped  it  would  on  the  other  plan, 
though  he  and  those  with  whom  he  acted  could 
not  be  held  responsible  for  its  success. 

He  next  proceeded  to  vindicate  the  proposed 
plan  of  relief  to  the  treasury  by  the  issue  of  treas- 
ury notes,  as  the  best  and  most  convenient  way 
the  Government  could  possibly  negotiate  a  loan; 
as,  while  limited  to  a  certain  fixed  amount,  which 
would  be  absorbed  by  accruing  revenues,  not  par- 
taking of  the  character  of  a  currency  or  circulating 
medium;  as  affording  a  convenient  medium  of  ex- 
changes, and  means  for  temporary  investment, 
which  was  always  sought  by  large  amounts  of  cap- 
ital in  the  cities;  and  he  argued  that  the  loan  miglit 
be  negotiated  in  this  way  without  occasioning  a 
pressure  on  the  money  market  by  being  sent  abroad 
(as  in  the  case  of  the  Croton  water  loan  of  New 
York  city)  into  the  country,  beyond  the  reach  of 
speculators,  to  the  moderate  capitalists;  for,  al- 
though witliin  the  last  si.xly  days  there  had  been 
a  pressure  on  the  money  market  on  the  Atlantic 
coast,  he  apprehended  it  did  not  extend  to  any 
considerable  degree  into  the  interior.  He  also 
pointed  out  other  advantages  of  treasury  notes 
over  a  simple  loan. 

Speaking  alone  for  himself,  and  not  intending  to 
involve  gentlemen  with  whom  he  acted  in  any 
manner  in  the  responsibility  of  this  position,  he 
expressed  the  opinion  that  additional  revenues 
ought  to  be  provided.  It  was  an  unheard-of  ex- 
ample that  a  foreign  war  should  be  carried  on  for 
two  or  three  years  and  not  a  single  additional  dol- 
lar of  revenue  bo  called  for  by  way  of  taxation. 
He  believed  this  an  error,  and  that  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  Executive  to  impose  a  temporary  tax 
on  lea  and  cofl'ee  should  be  agreed  to.  His  own 
views  were  in  favor  of  the  eventual  substitution  of 
direct  taxes  in  lieu  of  any  tax  on  imports;  but  at 
present  the  country  was  not  prepared  for  it  as  a 
sole  and  exclusive  system.  Moreover,  we  wanted 
the  money  now.  It  could  be  raised  immediately 
upon  tea  and  cofl'ee,  under  our  existing  revenue 
system,  with  scarcely  a  dollar  additionuFexpense. 
It  was  true,  a  tax  on  tea  and  coffee  was  unequal; 
but  so  was  all  taxation  unequal  and  an  evil.  He 
was  willing  that  such  a  temporary  tax  should  be 
laid  to  meet  present  emergencies,  with  the  under- 
standing that  our  whole  system  of  taxation  was  lo 
be  revived,  and  the  question  to  be  made  whether 
we  .should  continue  to  go  on  in  this  indirect  way 
of  collecting  taxes,  orwhether  we  should  come  hon- 


estly forward  and  let  the  pepple  feel  that  taxation 
is  an  evil,  and  induce  them  to  look  jealously  and 
carefully  into  all  the  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Now,  let  him  ask  his  friend,  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  what  his  side  of 
the  House  proposed.  If  his  viesvs  of  the  financial 
exigencies  of  the  Government  were  correct,  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  majority  of  the  House  to  come 
forward  with  a  scheme  to  meet  it.  Or  would  they 
fold  their  arms  and  say  to  the  Government,  wc 
will  force  you  to  abandon  your  free-trade  policy  .' 
The  responsibility  was  with  them,  and  not  with  the 
minority  of  the  House.  The  Administration  and 
its  friends  had  presented  and  matured  a  system  of 
revenue,  which  had  worked  beyond  the  most 
sanguine  anticipations  formed  of  it;  which  had 
produced  prosperity  to  the  country,  and  increased 
the  revenues  of  the  treasury.  He  saw,  in  all  the 
proceedings  of  the  party  opposed  to  the  Adminis- 
tration, under  the  mask  of  exaggerated  statements 
of  expenditures,  high  protection  stalking  forth: 
the^ battle  on  that  question  would  have  to  be  fought 
over  again  before  the  close  of  the  session.  Were 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  prepared  to  meet  them 
on  that  issue.'  The  friends  of  the  Administration 
were  ready  to  meet  them  upon  it.  As  between  the 
protective  system  and  free  trade,  he  would  go  for 
direct  taxes.  He  believed  the  country  would  sus- 
tain him  and  others  in  these  views  of  the  war  and 
of  meeting  its  expenditures.  It  was  the  only 
honest  course. 

[Mr.  N.  dealt  largely  in  statistics  in  substan- 
tiating his  positions,  and  made  other  points  which 
are  necessarily  omitted  in  this  hasty  sketch  of  his 
remarks.  A  full  report  of  Mr.  N.'s  speech  will 
be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
moved  that  the  committee  rise.  Disagreed  to: 
Ayes  50,  noes  55. 

A  quorum  not  voting,  the  CHAIRMAN  or- 
dered the  Clerk  to  call  the  roll,  as  required  by  the 
]26th  rule,  for  the  purpose  of  reporting  the  names 
of  the  absentees  to  the  House,  to  be  entered  on  the 
Journal. 

The  roll  having  been  called,  the  committee  rose, 
and  the  Chairman  reported  the  names  of  the  ab- 
sentees. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky,  at  ten  min- 
utes after  six  o'clock,  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ; which  motion  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive: Yeas  62,  nays  59. 

And  the  House  accordingly  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were 
presented  under  the  rule,  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  BOWLIN:  Tlie  pLtition  of  Snlonion  Davis,  and 
sixty  other  citizens  of  Oregon  county.  Missouri,  praying  a 
cliange  of  t\w  entry  of  a  small  tract  of  land  which,  by  mis- 
take, was  located  upon  barren  hills,  entirely  unfit  for  culBi- 
valion  or  any  other  purpose,  instead  of  his  home,  which  he 
designed  to  enter. 

By  Mr.  GIDDIXGS  :  The  petition  of  John  Brainard,  and 
146  citizens  of  Cleveland,  Oliio,  praying  a  ehange  in  the  sys- 
tem of  disposing  of  the  public  lands.  .'\lso,  nie  petition  of 
Horace  Ensign,  and  439  citizens  of  Madison,  Ohio,  praying 
the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
Also,  the  pclition  of  S.  G.  Clark»,  and  thirty -si.\  other  citizens 
of  Ohio,  praying  a  reduction  of  post'ige. 

By  Mr.  tIAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania:  Two  remonstrances 
nunieronsly  signed  by  citizens  of  Alleghany  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, against  the  further  extension  of  Wood's  patent. 

By  .Mr.  GKINNELL:  Tlie  petition  of  William  Mitchell 
and'others,  of  Nantucket,  for  a  light-house,  to  he  plaeed  on 
tlie  southeasterly  part  of  the  islan'd  of  Sankoty  Hiari. 

By  Mr.  NEWALL  :  The  petition  of  Abigail  Stalfoid,  for 
a  pension  fur  services  of  her  hii^^band  in  the  revolutionary 
war. 

By  Mr.  NICOLL:  The  remonstrance  of  the  Mutual  Safte- 
ty  Insurance  (;omp;iny,  the  General  Mutual  Jnsurance  Com- 
pany, the  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  and  other 
insurance  companies  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  of  Wet- 
more  &,  Cryder,  and  other  merchants  of  said  city,  against 
a  repeal  of'the  act  of  Congress  of  March  2,  1637,  regulating 
pilots.  Also,  the  petition  of  the  Atlantic  Mutual  Insurance 
Company,  and  other  marine  insurance  companies  in  the  eity 
of  Now  York,  Wooillmll  &  Minlurn,  N.  &  G.  Griswold, 
(^ary  &  Co.,  Ilowlaml  &  Aspinwall,  Grinnell,  Minturn  St 
Co.,  and  others  of  the  city  of  New  York,  for  a  lighthouse 
on  .SanU<ity  Head,  on  the  eastern  jiortion  of  the  island  of 
Nanlucket. 

lly  Mr.  HUTI-KU:  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, fortlir  rsiablislnnent  of  a  post  routefrom  Providence,, 
in  Luzerne  roiinty,  to  llic  Millbrd  and  Owego  turnpike. 

By  Mr.  JENKINS:  Sundry  petitions  from  farmers  and 
oHiers  in  the  State  of  New  York,  against  the  renewal  of 
Wood's  patent  for  n)aking  ploughs. 

By  Mr.  ROCKHILL:  'J'he  pclition  of  John  B.  Uuly  and 
one  hundred  and  fifty  others,  praying  an  equalization  of  the 
rates  of  postage  on  newspapers.  Also,  the  i)etlliou  of  C. 
F.  Melshsinier  and  eighty-one  other  citizens  of  WcIIh  and 
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Allen  couiitips,  Indiana,  praying  that  a  post  route  may  be 
established  fri)m  Blufl"ton,  in  Wells  county,  to  Fort  Wayne, 
in  Allen  county. 

By  Mr.  TWEEDY:  The  petition  of  John  N.  Brazie  and 
fifty-one  others,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  mail 
roiile  from  Southport,  Wisconsin,  via  Pleasant  Prairie, 
Walker's  Prairie,  Noxon's  Corner.s,  Liberty,  Village  of  Wil- 
mot,  Englisli  Prairie,  to  Kichmond,  Illinois.  Also,  the  pe- 
tition of  O.  E.  Hall  and  seventy-nine  others,  for  the  same 
object. 

By  Mr.  WHITE :  The  papers  in  the  case  of  Captain  John 
Percival,  of  the  United  States  navy,  praying  for  the  allow- 
ance of  money  paid  for  a  naturalist  on  board  the  frigate  Con- 
Elitution. 

By  Mr.  BRADY  :  A  remonstrance  of  members  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Pennsylvania,  against  the  renewal  of  the  patent 
of  Jethro  Wood. 

By  Mr.  G  VINES :  The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  J.  Mount- 
joy.    AI:o,  the  petition  of  C.  Orendorlf. 

By  Mr.  WENTWORTH  :  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens 
of  Will  and  Iroquois  counties,  in  Illinois,  for  a  mail  route 
from  Wilmington,  via  Horse  Creek,  Andrew  Yates's  farm, 
the  Hawkins  Settlement,  Thomas  Samnion's  farm,  and 
Spring  Creek,  to  Miildleport.  AUo,  from  citizens  of  La  Salle 
countv,  for  a  mail  route  from  La  Salle,  via  Troy  Grove, 
Ovid, 'Dewey's  Mills,  Lafayette  Grove,  Kelly's  Mills,  Still- 
man,  and  Hishwaukie,  to  Rookford.  Also,  for  a  mail  route 
from  Ottawa,  via  Norway,  Newark,  and  Oswego,  to  Naper- 
ville.  .'i.l.so,  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Chicago,  for 
the  graduation  of  newspaper  postage,  according  to  the  dis- 
tances travelled. 

By  Mr.  STRONG :  The  petition  of  Peter  S.  Lutz,  and  43 
other  citizens  of  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for 
the  establishment  of  a  post  road  from  Rehrersburg,  Berks 
county,  to  Jonestown,  Lebanon  county,  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 

By  Mr.  CH.'VPMAN  :  The  memorial  of  W.  A.  Bradley  and 
others,  citizens  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  asking  for  a  char- 
ter for  a  steamboat  company. 

By  Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania;  The  report  and 
memorial  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  Wheeling,  on 
the  subject  of  steamboat  explosions  on  the  western  waters. 

By  Mr.  FARRELLY  :  Remonstrances  of  certain  citizens 
of  Prankli^i,  Venango  county,  of  Newcastle,  Mercer  county, 
and  of  Conneautville,  in  Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania, 
against  any  further  extension  of  Wood's  patent. 

ByMr.PHELPS:  The  petition  of  Silas  Silver  and  others, 
citizens  of  Lafayette  county,  Missouri,  praying  the  reduction 
of  postage  on  newspapers. 

By  Mr.  WILLIAMS  :  The  petition  of  Robert  Ramsay,  for 
a  pension. 

By  Mr.  JONES,  of  Georgia:  The  petition  and  papers  of 
Wesley  Leake,  relating  to  his  claim  for  a  horse  and  gun 
pressed  into  the  service  during  the  late  Seminole  war. 

By  Mr.  TURMER :  The  petition  of  William  Sampson  and 
90  others,  praying  for  a  mail  route  from  Peru  to  Como  and 
Mount  Carroll,  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  Also,  the  petition 
of  John  Irvine  and  192  others,  praying  for  same  route.  Also, 
the  petition  of  Edward  Olmstead  and  227  othei-s,  praying  for 
an  extension  of  the  mail  route  from  Bloonring  to  Galesburg, 
to  Knoxville,  in  the  State  of  Illirrois.  Also,  the  petition  of 
David  Pratt  and  27  others,  praying  for  a  mail  route  from 
La  Salle  to  Rockford,  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

By  Mr.  LA  SERE  :  The  memorial  of  Peleg  B.  Phelps,  of 
the  city  of  Lafayette,  asking  for  additional  compensation  as 
surveyor  and  inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the  port  of  the 
city  of  Lafayette,  Louisiana.  Also,  the  memorial  of  Lewis 
B.  Willis,  late  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  late  paymas- 
ter in  the  army,  praying  for  the  payment  of  a  balance  due 
liim. 

By  Mr.  SMART;  The  petition  of  Sanruel  Pierce  and  53 
others,  of  Reuben  Leadbetter  and  33  others,  of  Moses  Mills 
and  33  others,  of  Urialliaven,  Maine,  asking  that  said  town 
be  annexed  to  the  Belfast  collection  district.  Also,  the  pe- 
titiorrs  of  Benjamin  Beverage  and  HI  others,  of  North  Haven, 
and  Joseph  Boardman  and  83  others,  of  Plesboiough,  Maine, 
asking  to  be  annexed  to  the  same  district. 

By  Mr.  PUTNAlVf  :  The  petition  of  irrhabitants  of  Orange 
county,  Vermont,  asking  reduction  of  postage  on  nev/spa- 
pers,  and  particularly  on  small  papers  designed  for  juverrile 
reading.  Also,  a  remonstrance  of  J.  R.  Smith  and  225 
otiiers,  of  the  connty  of  Genesee,  New  York,  against  a  re- 
vival of  the  patent  granted  to  Jethro  Wood  foi  a  cast-iron 
plough. 

By  Mr.  TWEEDY:  The  petition  and  accompanying  pa- 
pers of  Joseph  R.  Brown,  of  Fort  Sirelling,  Wisconsin,  pray- 
ing indemnity  for  expenses  incurred  iir  consequeirce  of  tlie 
arrest  and  surrender  to  United  States  officers  of  certain  In- 
dian offenders. 

By  Mr.  EDWARDS:  The  petition  of  Captain  Zantzinger, 
of  tiie  United  States  navy.  Also,  the  petition  ef  Jane  Parker, 
widow  of  Houthey  Parker. 

By  Mr.  BRADY:  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Cumberland 
county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  an  increase  in  the  com- 
pensation to  ordnance  sergeants.  Also,  the  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Franklin  county,  Penrrsylvania,  praying  for  the  adop- 
tion of  such  measures  by  Coirgress  as  shall  bring  the  present 
war  with  Mexico  to  an  immediate  close. 

By  Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania :  The  petition  of  the 
citizens  of  the  borough  of  Lawrenceville,  in  the  county  of 
Alleghany,  Pennsylvania,  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to  place 
the  ordnance  men  of  the  United  States  army  on  the  same 
footing  as  other  soldiers  of  the  regular  army,  so  far  as  bounty 
land  and  pensions  are  concerned. 

By  Mr.  PHELPS:  The  jietitionof  David  Mock,  sen.,  and 
others,  of  Lafayette  county,  Missouri,  praying  the  reduction 
of  postage  on  newspapers  under  five  hundred  square  inches. 
Also,  the  petition  of  W.  J.  R.  Bailey  and  others,  praying 
the  establishment  of  a  post  route  from  Westport  to  Harrison- 
ville,  in  the  State  of  Missouri. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  New  nainp.shire  :  The  petition  of 
Solsberry  Wheeler  for  an  increase  and  the  payment  of  the 
balance  of  his  pension  under  the  act  of  June  7,  1832.  Also, 
the  petition  of  Martin  Davey  for  the  payment  and  continu- 
ance of  his  pension. 
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Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  pe- 
tition froinn  Mary  Cassin,  widow  of  Lieutenant 
Cassin,  of  tlie  navy  of  the  United  States,  for  a 
pension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  a  petition  from  Polly 
Taylor,  asking  for  a  pension.  The  petitioner  states 
that  she  was  married  to  Jesse  Taylor  in  Mecklen- 
burg county,  Virginia,  in  the  year  1792,  and  had 
made  application  for  her  pension  under  the  act  of 
7th  July,  1838;  but  because  her  first  child  was  not 
born  until  the  year  1796,  it  is  inferred  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions  that  iter  marriage  could  not 
have  taken  place;  and  not  being  able  to  obtain  her 
claim  from  the  Department  of  VVar,  she  asks  Con- 
gress to  examine  her  proofs  and  place  her  on  the 
pension  roll;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions. 

Also,  from  citizens  of  Illinois,  for  a  grant  of  land 
to  the  State  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
to  connect  the  Upper  and  Lower  Mississippi; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  Board  of  Trade  of  Wheeling,  Virginia,  con- 
taining a  report  inquiring  into  the  causes  of  steam- 
boat explosions  and  disasters  on  the  western 
waters,  and  the  best  means  of  preventing  the  re- 
currence thereof. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  the  subject  was  one 
of  importance,  and  he  did  not  know  to  what  com- 
mittee it  could  be  more  appropriately  sent  than  to 
the  Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  to  one  fact.  At  an 
early  day  of  the  present  session  a  resolution  was 
introduced  inquiring  what  legislation  was  neces- 
sary on  the  subject,  which  v/as  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  that  committee  re- 
ferred the  subject  to  the  Commissioner  on  Patents, 
to  whom  had  gone  all  the  memorials  and  docu- 
ments, so  that  he  had  all  the  information  before 
him.  The  House  of  Representatives  had  pursued 
the  same  course.  He  presumed  that  oificer  would 
make  his  report  in  a  week  or  so,  and  it  would  be 
better  to  give  the  present  document  the  same  refer- 
ence. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  had  no  objection  if  there 
was  any  prospect  of  speedy  action;  the  laws  on 
the  subject  certainly  required  some  revision,  and 
that  promptly.  I'he  citizens  of  the  West  were 
deeply  interested  in  the  adoption  of  some  plan  to 
secure  the  safety  of  passengers. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  conceived  it 
would  be  more  appropriate  to  refer  the  document 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  At  an  early  day 
memorials  were  referred  to  that  committee  in  rela- 
tion to  the  propriety  of  providing  that  vessels 
navigating  certain  rivers  should  be  compelled  to 
carry  lights  at  night.  This  subject  has  been  un- 
dergoing investigation,  and  there  had  been  a  vast 
accumulation  of  facts  and  some  very  important 
information  obtained.  He  had  himself  received 
some  important  facts  to  lay  before  the  committee. 
This  memorial  and  report  should  go  to  the  same 
committee,  and  when  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner comes,  that  might  also  be  referred,  and  aid 
in  the  object  they  all  had  in  view.  He  thought  it 
probable  that  a  bill  would  speedily  be  reported. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  withdrew  his  objections;  and 
the  papers  were  referred,  with  the  consent  of  Mr. 
UNDERWOOD,  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  presented  a  petition 
from  the  military  storekeepers  of  the  United  States, 
asking  to  be  allowed  the  advantages  and  emolu- 
ments of  the  staff  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States;  whicu  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  a  memorial  from  Robert 
Mills, engineer  and  architect,  Washington, propos- 
ing a  new  route  to  the  Pacific,  with  a  plan  for  the 
transportation  of  despatches  to  Astoria,  in  the  Ore- 
gon Territory,  in  fifteen  days,  by  the  rou^  of  the 
Rio  Grande;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Library. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  examined  the  memorial  care- 
fully; that  it  was  replete  with  valuable  suggestions; 
and  he  moved  that  it  be  printed  with  the  maps; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  a  petidon  from  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  abolition  of  slavery; 
the  motion  to  receive  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Also,  a  petition  from  James  Hardy,  for  exten- 
sion of  patent;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Patents. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  to  take  from  theifilea 
of  the  Senate  the  papers  in  the  case  of  John  P. 
Douglass,  with  additional  documents  in  favor  of 
the  heirs,  (Mr.  Douglass  being  dead,)  and  refer 
them  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAGBY  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  asking  that  money  or 
land  scrip  may  be  gi-anted  to  tlie  State  in  lieu  of 
such  school  lands  as  are  unfit  for  cultivation;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  petition  from  J.  L.  Smith,  of  Alabama, 
for  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  John  Clarke;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee.  House  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Silaa  Waterman,  without  amendment. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  an  adverse  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  John  Davenport. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Woodbridgeand  Henry  Chipman;  which  was  read 
a  fii-st  time. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Jean  F.  Perry,  Josiah  Bleakley,  Nicholas 
Jarrot,  and  Robert  Morison;  which  was  read  a  first 
time. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Dev- 
lin; which  was  read  a  first  time. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DIX,  it  was 

Rcsolced,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  th(^  expediency  of  purchasing  a  marble  bust 
of  Washington,  by  Houdon,  now  in  possession  of  Mr.  George 
Gibbs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  La.,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  an  appropriation  for  the 
erection  of  a  light-house  orr  Proctor's  Shell  Bank  ;  and  also 
for  the  erection  of  a  light-hou^e  on  Ship  Island,  in  the  State 
ofLouisiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Md.,  it  was 
Ordered,  Tliat  a  thousand  copies  of'the  report  of  the  So- 
licitor of  the  Treasury  in  reply  to  tlie  Senate's  resolution  of 
the  17th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  site  of  Fort  Delaware,  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED  ON  LEAVE,  ETC. 

Mr.  FELCH,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  con- 
cerning the  courts  of  the  United  States  in  and  for 
the  district  of  Michigan;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  on  leave,  intro- 
duced a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Adams  & 
Co.  and  others;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

NO  INCREASE  OF  THE  MEDICAL  STAFF. 

Mr.  BADGER  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  brought 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  increase  the 
medical  staff  of  the  army,  the  vote  on  its  passage 
having  been  reconsidered;  he  made  the  motion 
simply  with  a  view  to  move  its  indefinite  postpone- 
ment.    The  motion  having  been  agreed  to — 

Mr.  B.  said  the  bill  provided  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  some  half-dozen  additional  hospital  sur- 
geons. It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee that  the  bill  ought  not  to  pass,  and  that  such 
an  increase,  at  least  in  the  form  of  the  present  bill, 
ought  not  to  be  adopted;  and  he  therefore  moved 
that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed;  which  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Francis  Casseau  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  He  had  reported 
the  bill,  since  which  he  had  received  information 
from  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  that  induced 
him  to  change  the  report.  The  motion  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  referred. 

DISPOSITION  OF  ACQUIRED  TERRITORY. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  following  resolu- 
tions and  amendment: 

Rcsoli-cd,  That  true  policy  requires  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  to  streiigllien  its  political  and  commercial 
relations  upon  tliiscoiilincn(,  by  the  annexation  ot  such  con- 
tiguous territory  as  m.iy  conduce  to  that  end,  and  can  be 
justly  obtained;  and  tliat  neither  in  such  acquisition  nor  in 
the  territorial  organization  thereof,  carr  any  conditions  be 
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coni=titulioniill.v  impospil,  or  iiiftitiilions  he  providpd  for  or 
estah  ished,  iiicoiisi.-t(;iit  wiili  the  riiihtof  the  people  theieof 
to  form  a  free  sovereign  State,  with  the  powers  and  privi- 
leie<  of  the  ori'jiiiai  iiieiiibi'rs  of  ihe  Confederacy. 

itesj/rfrf,  Th.il  ill  organiziiifl  a  territorial  Hoveriiment  for 
territory  belonging  to  the  (Jiiiled  Slates,  the  principles  of 
geir-noveroinent,  upon  which  our  federative  system  rests, 
will'be  best  promoted,  the  true  spirit  and  iiieaninKof  the 
Constituiiim  be  observed,  and  the  ("onfederaey  streniithened, 
by  le.ivim;  all  qnesticuis  concerning  the  domestic  policy 
tlierein  to  tlie  Legislatures  chosen  by  the  people  thereof. 

The  amendineiU  proposed  by  Mr.  Yulee  is  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  resolved,"  and  in- 
sert: 

Tliat  the  territory  belonging  to  or  which  may  be  acquired 
by  tlie  United  rft.ites  is  tlie  comiiioii  property  of  the  Union, 
and  the  sovereignty  over  the  same  vests  in  the  people  of  the 
several  States  co,iiposiiig  the  Union. 

Reached,  furl  her,  Tha'l  the  Federal  Governmeut  lias  no 
deleg  ited  iiittliority  nor  the  territorial  community  any  inhe- 
n.'iit  ri,'lit  t)  e.vercise  any  legislative  power  within  the  said 
territories  by  which  the  equal  right  of  all  tlie  eilizeiis  of  the 
Unit  •(!  dtates  to  a'-qiiire  and  enjoy  any  pait  of  the  common 
property  may  be  impaired  or  embarrassed. 

Mr.  YUL,EE  resumed  his  argument,  and  went 
on  to  show  that  the  right  to  regulate  the  question 
of  slavery  in  the  States  and  Territories  resided  ex- 
clusively in  the  people  of  those  States  and  Terri- 
tories. 

Before  he  had  concluded — 

THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional 
military  force. 

Mr.  UPHAM  expressed  a  doubt  whether  he 
could  throw  any  additional  light  on  the  subject, 
but  he  could  not,  on  this  important  subject,  con- 
tent himself  with  a  silent  vote. 

In  voting  against  the  bill,  he  disclaimed  any  in- 
tention to  embarrass  the  military  operations  of  the 
Government.  He  did  not  agree  with  the  chairman 
of  the  Military  Committee  that  this  bill  might  be 
regarded  as  common  ground  on  which  both  par- 
ties might  unite.  Mr.  U.  thought  ditferenlly.  He 
thought  we  were  treading  on  dangerous  ground, 
and  we  wei-e  placing  our  own  institutions  in  dan- 
ger. While  we  reproach  European  Powers  for 
the  dismemberment  of  Saxony  and  of  Poland,  we 
ourselves  are  marching  to  the  cry  of"  onward"  to 
the  dismemberment  of  Me.xico,  to  force  our  free 
institutions  on  a  people  not  prepared  for  their  re- 
ception, and  utterly  opposed  to  them.  It  had  been 
thrown  out  that  it  was  intended  to  destroy  the 
nationality  of  Mexico. 

Mr.  FOOTE  disclaimed  for  himself,  and  so  far 
as  he  had  heard,  for  other  Senators  on  his  side  of 
the  Chamber,  any  intention  to  absorb  all  Mexico. 
He  was  opposed  to  such  an  idea,  and  he  had  gone 
as  far  as  any  one.  But  if  that  country  should  be 
forced  on  us,  we  must  educe  all  the  good  we  can 
from  ii. 

Mr.  UPHAM  read  an  extract  froin  the  printed 
speech  of  .Vlr.  C.vss. 

Mr.  CASS  said,  he  would  now,  for  the  third  or 
fourth  time,  say,  that  he  was  entirely  opposed  to 
the  annexation  of  the  whole  of  Mexico. 

Mr.  UPHAM  resumed,  and  referred  to  the  tend- 
ency of  the  remarks  and  movements  of  Senators, 
especially  the  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Han- 
NEGAN  and  Mr.  Dickinson,  and  also  to  the 
speeches  of  some  of  our  military  officers,  indicating 
a  design  to  denationalize  and  annex  Mexico.  He 
remarked  on  the  denunciations  by  Colonel  Mor- 
gan and  others  against  those  who  oppose  the 
war.  Every  man  who  opposes  the  war  is  de- 
nounced as  a  traitor  at  heart.  He  adverted  to  the 
speech  of  Commodore  Stockton,  in  which  it  was 
a.sserted  that  it  was  our  duty  to  conquer  all  Mex- 
ico. He  quoted  various  toasts  given  at  festivals, 
all  looking  to  the  same  object,  such  as  "  Our  des- 
tiny— we  may  as  well  begin  with  Mexico." 
"  No  pent  lip  Utica  ronfraets  our  powers, 
But  the  whole  bouiidle.-s  coiitinenl  is  ours." 

He  regretted  to.see  these  indications  of  such  a 
design.  It  was  at  variance  wilh  the  spirit  and 
geiiiu.s  ofour  in.stitutioiis.  He  reviewed  flie  course 
of  arjiunient  iidopteil  in  the  formation  of  the  Con- 
Btiiulion,  to  show  that  there  could  be  found  therein 
nothing  to  w.irrant  the  policy  which  had  now  been 
adr)ptcd.  He  reprobated  the  war  on  the  freedom 
of  speech  announccil  by  the  President  in  his  mes- 
sage, in  which  he  denounced  till  who  op|iose  the 
war  us  giving  "  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy," 
and  asgiiilty  of  treason  to  then-country.  If  the  war 
could  not  stand  up  nguinst  opposition —if  it  could 
not  meet  the  open  day — it  was  an  argument  against 
iiajuBticc.     The  Constitution  proscribes  the  pas- 


sage of  any  law  to  restrict  the  freedom  of  speech, 
or  the  freedom  of  the  press.  These  privileges  he 
held  up  as  inseparable  from  the  security  of  our  in- 
stitutions. And  if  this  war  could  not  siand  up 
against  it,  it  ought  to  be  abandoned  at  once.  The 
Senator  from  Illinois  had  quoted  from  sermons  and 
newspapers  of  1812,  to  show  the  denunciations 
which  were  pronounced  against  that  war.  But 
he  (Mr.  U.)  could  see  no  bearing  which  it  had  on 
this  war,  or  for  what  purpose  these  extracts  were 
read.  That  Senator  said  the  war  of  1812  and  the 
present  war  were  declared  precisely  in  the  same 
manner.  He  compared  the  messages  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son and  M-r.  Polk,  to  show  their  entire  dissimilarity. 
Mr.  Madison  appealed  to  Congress  to  adopt  such 
a  course  as  he  indicated,  but  Mr.  Polk  sent  a  mes- 
sage announcing  that  "  war  exists."  There  was 
no  analogy  between  the  two  cases.  In  the  first 
case,  it  became  a  war  of  the  people;  in  the  last,  it 
was  a  war  of  the  President.  Some  of  the  supplies 
were  opposed  in  1812  on  the  ground,  that  being  a 
maritime  war,  they  ought  to  be  supplies  for  the 
navy,  and  not  for  the  army. 

He  estimated  the  present  force  in  Mexico  at 
sixty-five  thousand,  as  was  stated  in  the  report  of 
the  Adjutant  General.  If  the  two  bills  which  have 
been  reported  shall  become  laws,  we  shall  have  one 
hundred  thousand  men  in  the  field.  He  staled  that 
the  troops  under  this  bill  could  not  be  in  Mexico 
for  the  present  campaign,  and,  therefore,  there  was 
no  immediate  urgency  for  its  passage.  And  if  its 
passage  was  only  desired  to  gratify  the  host  of 
hangers-on  who  are  seeking  for  commissions,  he 
was  not  disposed  to  hurry  it  through. 

Referring  to  the  opinions  of  General  Scott  and 
General  Taylor,  as  to  the  amount  of  force  requi- 
site for  all  the  purposes  indicated,  he  asked  why 
these  regiments  were  required  in  such  haste.'  It 
had  been  laid  down  as  a  test  of  jiatriotism  to  sup- 
port all  the  measures  of  the  Administration,  and  it 
was  regarded  as  treason  to  oppose  them.  He  was 
always  ready  to  stand  by  the  country,  but  he  re- 
garded the  interests  of  the  country  as  very  distinct 
from  the  interests  of  the  Administration.  If  he 
were  to  go  home  and  tell  his  constituents  that  he 
voted  for  the  ten-regiment  bill  because  it  was 
recommended  by  the  President,  and  not  that  he 
thought  it  best  for  the  country,  they  would  tell  him 
that  he  was  sent  here  to  act  on  his  own  judgment 
and  discretion,  and  not  as  the  echo  of  the  Admin- 
istration; and  that,  as  he  had  sustained  measures 
which  were  not,  in  his  opinion,  called  for  by  the 
interests  of  the  country,  he  was  no  longer  worthy 
of  confidence. 

He  then  went  into  a  review  of  the  course  which 
had  been  taken  by  the  Administration  previous  to 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  we  had  shifted  our  ground  and 
changed  our  views,  and  that  Mexico  had  been  very 
consistent  and  firm  in  refusing  to  dismember  her 
territory.  She  had  submitted  a  proposition  which 
embraced  a  large  cession  of  territory,  but  her  offer 
was  rejected,  and  the  war  recommenced.  Since 
that  time,  it  had  been  prosecuted  for  new  objects. 
He  had  voted  for  the  supplies  asked  by  the  law  of 
May,  1846,  on  the  faith  of  the  message  of  the 
President,  and  relying  on  the  facts  put  forth  in  that 
document,  the  printing  of  which  was  refused  before 
the  passage  of  the  bilT.  It  was  stated  in  that  mes- 
sage, that  the  Mexicans  had  invaded  the  territory 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  American  blood  had 
been  shed  on  American  soil,  and  he  accordingly 
voted  for  the  bill.  The  truth  of  the  preamble  had 
been  doubled  by  Congress — that  is,  there  was  no 
evidence  to  prove  the  fact  that  war  existed.  It 
had  been  asserted  that  the  preamble  had  been 
adopted  with  only  two  opposing  votes  in  the  Sen- 
ate and  a  few  in  the  House,  while  Uie  fact  is,  that 
several  Senators  retired,  in  order  that  they  might 
not  vote,  and  in  the  House  there  were  sixty-seven 
votes  record<!(l  against  the  preamble. 

The  proposition  introduced  by  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  specifying  the  oljects  for  which  the  war 
should  be  ]irosecuted,  and  which  amendment, 
sustained  by  all  the  Whig  Senators,  was  voted 
down>  exhibited  his  views.  He  was  willing  to 
vote  supjilies  for  a  war  prosecuted  for  these  ob- 
jects; but  now  that  there  has  been  an  introduction 
of  new  oliji'cts  whirh  he  could  not  ai)prove,  he 
could  not  vote  for  the  bill. 

As  to  the  origin  of  the  war,  it  was  an  usurpa- 
tion of  the  President;  and  he  charged  all  the  waste 
of  blood  and  treasure  which  had  ensued  on  the 
Democratic  party  and  the  President.   The  order  to 


General  Taylor  to  march  to  the  Rio  Grande  was  an 
act  of  usurpation.  On  the  suliject  of  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas,  he  stated  that  the  northern  Democ- 
racy was  arrayed  against  it,  although  it  afterwards 
wheeled  back  into  the  ranks  of  the  Administration. 
He  read  an  extract  from  the  Dover  (Democratic) 
Gazette,  the  Nashua  Gazette,  the  proceedings  of 
a  Democratic  mass  meeting  in  Maine,  the  Dem- 
ocratic resolutions  in  the  Legislature  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  a  quotation  from  the  Washington 
Globe,  to  show  the  opposition  to  the  annexation 
of  Te.xas.  The  Baltimore  Convention,  assembled 
to  nominate  candidates  for  a  President  and  Vice 
President,  took  the  management  of  our  foreign  af- 
fairs in  their  own  hands,  and  determined  that  we 
must  reoccupy  the  territory  of  Oregon,  and  rean- 
nex  Texas.  He  showed  how  this  action  of  the 
convention  was  received  by  the  people,  and  also 
in  what  manner  it  was  used  to  the  overthrow  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren. 

He  adverted  to  the  manner  in  which  the  annex- 
ation of  Texas  was  consummated,  in  order  to  show 
that  Mr.  Polk  was  as  much  responsible  for  that 
act  as  was  Mr.  Tyler.  He  then  went  on  to  ex- 
amine the  history  of  the  revolution  of  Texas,  and 
her  connection  with  the  neighboring  States  of  Mex- 
ico. He  contended  that  the  territory  between  the 
Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande  belonged  to  Mexico, 
as  was  proved  by  its  occupation  when  General 
Taylor  made  an  advance,  and  when  the  Mexicans 
fired  their  property  and  iled,  and  the  authorities  of 
Tamaulipas  informed  General  Taylor  that  this 
territory  belonged  to  Mexico.  If  the  United  States 
set  up  a  title  to  a  country  in  tlie  peaceable  posses- 
sion of  Mexico,  it  was  at  least  incumbent  on  us  to 
show  the  ground  on  which  we  make  the  seizure. 
Texas  had  never  carried  her  jurisdiction  beyond 
the  Nueces,  and  could  not  confer  a  title  she  did 
not  possess. 

The  President  had  exceeded  his  legitimate  pow- 
ers as  the  Executive,  when  he  sent  an  army  into 
Mexico.  It  was  the  province  of  Congress  to  order 
such  a  movement.  It  was  only  competent  to  Con- 
gress to  declare  war. 

He  was  willing  to  make  peace  on  fair  and  moder- 
ate terms.  He  would  not  desire  to  overrun  and 
annex  Mexigo.  A  fair  indemnity  for  the  losses 
of  our  citizens'  was  due  to  us.  If  we  continue  the 
war  until  we  conquer  all  Mexico,  we  shall  raise 
up  a  new  power  there,  which  will  require  the 
presence  of  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  men  to 
keep  the  peace.  You  may  overrun  the  country, 
demolish  lier  towns,  seize  her  revenues,  despoil 
her  women,  and  you  will  still  leave  the  Spanish 
blood  there.  You  will  have  a  perpetual  cancer  on 
the  body  politic.  No  nation  had  ever  gained  by 
a  war  of  conquest.  The  result  we  have  to  fear  is 
the  raising  up  of  a  military  despotism.  He  desired 
to  live  under  free  institutions.  Our  Government 
is  destined  at  some  future  day  to  a  glorious  eleva- 
tion in  the  scale  of  nations.  But  let  us  keep  within 
our  own  institutions.  Thirty-three  years  of  peace 
have  built  us  up;  let  us  still  adhere  to  a  peaceful 
policy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUSK, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  February  16,  1848. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  closing  the 
debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  loan 
bill,  at  two  o'clock  this  day,  was  passed. 

Mr.  HENLEY  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table;  and  the  question  being  taken 
by  ayes  and  noes,  was  decided  in  the  negative — 
ayes  58,  noes  68. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  asked,  and  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  BURT  moved  a  call  of  the  House;  on  which 
motion  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordei-ed,  and  resulted — yeas  C5,  nays  108. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider,  and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  93, 
navs  95,  as  follows: 

•YEA.S— Messrs.  Alibott,  Green  Adams,  Ashmun,  Rairin- 
per,  Itlaiichard,  Botls,  Bindy,  Buokncr,  Butler,  Caliell, Can- 
by,  Chapman,  Colliuner,  Conger,  Cranston,  Ciislield,  Crow- 
eil,  Cro/.ier,  Dicki'y,  Dixon.  Donneli,  Diier,  Daniel  Duncan, 
Dunn,  Edwards,  Embree,  Alexander  Evans,  Naihaii  Evans, 
Ficklin,  Fisher,  Fieedloy,  Gayle,  Gantry,  Giddings,  Gotl, 


1848. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


363 


Greijory,  Grimittll,  Hale,  Niitliaii  K.  Hall,  Jatne?  G.  Haiiiplon, 
Moses  Haiiiiiton,  Henry,  Bias  U.  Hiiliiies,  Hubbard,  Hud- 
Bciii,  Hunt,  Jiistpli  K.  lM<;.'rsiill,  John  W.  Junes,  JCrliog^', 
Daniel  P.  King,  William  T.  Lawrence,  Liiiculn,  iMar^ii, 
Marviii,  Mnrehead,  iMiillin,  Nelson,  iVewall,  Nieoll,  Outlaw, 
Palfrey,  PendleKni,  Politick,  I'restoii,  Putnam,  Keynolils, 
Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Kockwell,  Roman,  Kool,  Kinnsey, 
iit.  Jolui,  Sclienrk,  She|)|ierd,  tjherriU,  Silvester,  Slingei- 
larnl,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stephens,  Andrew 
Stewart,  Strolim,  Tallmadge,  Thibodeaux,  Ta\  lor,  Tomp- 
kins, Richard  W.TlJOinpsoii,Jolni  B.  Thompson,  Van  D;ke, 
Vinlon,  Warren,  White,  and  Wil.-on— is3. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayly,  Bedinger,  Bingham,  Birdsall, 
Black,  Bocock,  Bowdon,  Boyd,  Brodliead,  William  G. 
Brown,  Charles  Biown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burt,  c:hase, 
Clapp,  Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Clinginan,  Howell 
CobI),  (;ocke,  Cummins,  Daniid,  Dicliinson,  Garnett  Dun- 
can, Far.in,  Featherston,  Flournov,  Fries,  French,  Fulton, 
G02gin,  Green,  Willarri  P.  Hall,  IJammons,  Haialson,  Har- 
mahson,  Harris,  Henley,  HjII,  John  W.  Houston,  Inge, 
Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Iver5.on,  Jackson,  James  H.  Johnson, 
Robert  W.  Jcihnson,  Georije  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennnn, 
Lahm,  La  S6re,  Sidney  Lawrence,  liCffler,  Lifjon,  Lord, 
Lumpkii),  Maclay,  McClellarnl,  McClernand,  McDowell, 
McLane,  Maun,  Meade,  Miller,  Aiorris,  Morse,  Murphy, 
Peck,:l'etrie,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pillshury,  Rliett,Richey,  Koclc- 
liill.  Sawyer,  Sims,  Smart,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  Stark- 
weather, Charles  E.  Stuart,  Strong,  Thoinas,  William 
Thompson,  Thurston,  Toombs,  Turner,  Venable,  Went 
worth,  Wick,  Williams,  Wiley,  Wilmot,  and  Woodward — 
95. 

So  the  House  refused  to  reconsider  the  resolu- 
tion closing  the  debate  at  two  o'clock,  this  day. 
LOAN  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEPHENS,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Wli'ole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Botts,  of  Virginia,  in  the 
chair,)  on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  not  to  exceed 
the  sum  of  $18,500,000. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  and 
occupied  it  during  his  allotted  hour.  [Mr.  M.'s 
speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  POLLOCK  followed  Mr.  Morehead,  and 
in  ten  minutes  after  he  commenced  he  was  arrested 
in  his  remarks  by  the  arrival  of  the  hour  of  two 
o'clock — the  time  which  had  been  fixed  for  closing 
the  debate.  [Mr.  P.'s  remarks  will  be  found  in 
the  Appendix.] 

The  hour  of  two  having  arrived,  the  general  de- 
bate was  terminated. 

Mr.  VINTON  (who  reported  the  bill  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means)  availed  himself 
of  the  privilege,  granted  under  the  34th  rule,  of 
closing  the  debate.  [For  Mr.  V.'s  speech,  see 
Appendix.]  . 

Tlie  committee  proceeded  to  vote  on  amend- 
ments as  proposed,  to  wit: 

The  question  was  first  put  on  the  amendment  to 
the  first  section  moved  by  .Vi  r.  Vinton  several  days 
since,  viz:  Strike  out  the  sum  of  "$18,500,000," 
and  insert  "  $16,000,000;"  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  by 
adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  following; 

"Prodded,  That  no  part  of  the  money  received  under  the 
authority  o I  this  act  shall  be  applied  to  any  expen.^es  that 
shall  hereafter  be  incurred  by  the  prosecution  of  the  war 
with  Mexico." 

Disagreed  to:  Ayes  23,  noes  118. 

Mr.  McLANE  moved  to  add  to  the  end  of  the 
1st  section  the  following  : 

"Provided,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act 
there  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and  paid  on  all  articles  not  in- 
cluded in  any  of  the  schedules  of  dutiable  articlesof  the  tariff 
act  of  Congress  of  18-16,  except  specie  and  bullion,  and 
wearing  apparel  and  articles  not  imported  from  foreign 
countries,  when  imported  into  the  United  States,  a  duty  of 
25  per  centum  ad  valorem  :  Prodded,  That  on  importation 
of  tea  and  coffee  in  foreign  vessels  not  placed  on  a  footing 
with  vessels  of  the  United  States  by  reciprocal  treaty  stipu- 
lations, or  by  proclamations  of  the  l're>ident,  issued  in  pur- 
suance of  any  act  of  Congress,  the  additional  duty  imposed 
by  the  11th  section  of  the  tariff  .act  of  Conarress  of  3()th 
Aujust,  1843,  shall  be  exacti-d  :  .^nd  provided,  also,  That 
colfee,  the  production  or  growth  of  the  colonics  or  depend- 
encies of  the  Netherlands,  imported  into  the  Uniteil  States 
from  the  Netherlands  in  Dutch  vessels,  shall  not  be  sub- 
jected to  such  additional  dmv  imposed  by  the  aforesaid  act 
of  Cimgress  oftheliOth  August,  1842." 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York,  rose  to  a  point  of 
order.  He  believed  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  was  out  of  order;  and  he 
asked  for  the  reading  of  the  ISlstrule,  from  which 
it  would  appear  that  propo.sitions  to  levy  a  tax 
could  not  be  discussed  or  considei-ed  the  same  day 
they  were  ofleied.  Under  this  rule,  he  raised  tlie 
point  that  the  proposition  was  out  of  order. 

The  rule  was  read,  as  follovvs  : 

"  131.  No  motion  flV  proposition  for  a  tax  or  charge  upon 
the  people  shall  he  discussed  the  day  in  which  it  is  made  or 
offered;  and  every  such  profxisilion  shall  receive  its  tirst 
discussion  in  a  Commitee  of  the  Whole  House." 

Mr.  COLLAMER  also  sug-rested  that  the 
amendment  was  not  in  order,  as  not  being  germane 
to  the  bill. 


The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  the  amendment 
was  not  in  order,  under  two  rules.  First,  the  55th 
rule  provided  that  "  no  motion  or  proposition  on 
'ti  subject  different  from  that  under  consideration 
'shall  be  admitted  under  color  of  amendment." 
The  pro]iosition  to  innpose  a  tax  on  tea  and  coffee, 
he  said,  was  altogether  different  from  the  bill  un- 
der consideration,  which  proposed  to  avoid  taxa- 
tion by  borrowing  money.  He  also  decided  that 
it  was  out  of  order  under  the  131st  rule,  referred 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  McLANE  wished  to  maintain  that  his 
proposition  was  in  order;  but  debate  was  not  in 
order.  He  therefore  appealed  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair. 

The  question,  "  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
stand  as  the  judsjment  of  the  House.'"  was  taken 
by  tellers,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Ayes 
106,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  confirmed,  and 
the  amendment  declared  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  first  section  by  adding  between  the  words  "  so 
borrowed  shall,"  and  the  words  "be  applied," 
&c.,  the  words  "  on  being  first  duly  appropriated 
therefor."  He  explained  his  reason  for  offering 
the  amendment,  that,  under  the  latitude  of  con- 
struction adopted  at  the  Treasury  Department,  he 
was  afraid,  without  this  amendment,  they  might 
apply  some  of  this  money  towards  meeting  the 
expenses  of  the  army  in  Mexico,  without  first 
having  a  direct  appropriation  therefor  by  law. 

Mr.  H.  also  offered  a  verbal  amendment  to 
strike  out  the  words  "  which  stock,"  near  the  end 
of  the  first  section,  and  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  the 
words  "and  the  stock  issued  on  such  loan." 

Pending  the  question  on  these  amendments, 
,    On  motion  of  Mr.  STANTON,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

THANKS  TO  THE  NAVY. 
Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  asked  leave 
to  introduce  the  following  joint  resolution: 

Resolved  by  the  Senafe  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That 
the  thanks  of  Congress  are  dne,  and  are  hereby  tendered, 
to  the  officers,  sailors,  and  marines  of  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  zeal  and  ability  with  which  their  duty, 
during  the  present  war  with  Mexico,  wa?  performed,  espe- 
cially for  their  efficient  cooperation  with  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  in  the  capture  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  Castle  of 
San  Juan  de  Ulna. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  cause  the  foregoing  resolution  to  be  communi- 
cated to  the  officer.5,  sailors,  and  marines  of  the  Navy  of  the 
United  Slates,  in  such  terms  as  he  may  deem  best  calculated 
to  give  effect  to  the  objects  thereof. 

The  reception  of  the  i-esolution  was  objected  to. 
Mr.  CONGER  asked   leave   to  make  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Printing.     Objected  to. 
The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  February  16,  1848. 

A  rressage  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitted  in  compliance  with 
a  resolution  of  the  7th  instant,  calling  for  informa- 
tion in  regard  to  the  law  by  virtue  of  which  cer- 
tain words  in  relation  to  the  promotion  of  cadets 
have  been  inserted  in  the  Arnny  Register.  Laid 
on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  communication  from  the  Postmaster  General, 
made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
calling  for  the  causes  of  the  repeated  failures  of 
the  mail  to  and  from  New  Orleans.  Referied  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Oflice  and  Post  Roads. 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  DIX  pi-esented  a  memorial  from  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  New  York,  asking  that  the 
duties  paid  on  goods  destroyed  by  the  fire  of  1845 
may  be  refunded;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  DIX,  in  presenting  this  memorial,  said,  the 
memorial  stated,  that  by  the  conflagration  referred 
to,  buildings  and  merchandise  to  the  value  of  about 
six  millions  of  dollars  had  been  consumed;  that 
the  duties  oh  the  mei'chandise  were  estimated  to 
exceed  six  hundred  thousand  dollars,  of  which 
about  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  were  on  un- 
broken packages.  It  also  appeared  that  many  of 
the  merchanis  on  whom  these  lo.sscs  fell  immedi- 
ately ordered  fresh  importations  to  supply  the 
place  of  the  merchandise  destroyed;  so  that  they 
liad,  in  fact,  paid  double  duties.     Under  these  cir- 


cumstances, they  prayed   that  the  duties  on  the 
merchandise  deslroyed  might  be  refunded. 

Mr.  BRADBUPvY  presented  a  petition  from 
Amaziah  Goodwin,  asking  an  increase  of  pension; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  in  presenting  this  petition, 
asked  the  attention  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
to  it,  as  one  presenting  strong  claims  to  favorable 
consideration.  The  petitioner  had  been  in  Dart- 
mouth prison  during  the  war  of  1812,  and,  at  the 
time  of  the  massacre  there,  had  been  bayoneted  by  , 
a  British  soldier,  from  the  effects  of  which  wound 
he  had  become  an  entire  cripple,  and  utterly  un- 
able to  put  off  or  on  his  clothing  without  assist- 
ance. The  pension  allowed  him  was  six  dollars  a 
month,  and  wholly  inadequate  to  his  support;  and 
he  therefore  asks  Congress  for  such  increase  as 
will  enable  him  to  live. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  a  petition  from  citizens  of 
Maine,  asking  the  establishment  of  a  post  route 
from  Augusta  to  Bangor,  in  the  State  of  Maine; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  Indiana,  asking  a  mail  route  from  Jas- 
per to  Troy;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Ofiice  and  Post  Roads. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  the  bill  from  the  House  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  "  An  act  in  amendment  of  the  acts 
respecting  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States," 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  concurrence  of  the  committee  in  Ihe 
amendments  made  by  the  Hou.se  of  Representatives 
to  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  ex- 
tending the  jurisdiction  of  the  district  courts  to 
certain  cases  on  the  lakes  and  navigable  rivers 
connecting  the  same,"  approved  26th  February, 
1845. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ASHLEY,  the  report  was 
taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  in  relation  to  the  location  of 
the  land  office  in  the  Alachua  land  district,  in  Flor- 
ida; which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported,  without  amendment,  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  a  survey  of  the  mouth  of  Red  river,  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOWNS,  it  -was 

Resolved.  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  the  appointment  by  the  President  of  ten  or  more  addi- 
tional cadets  at  large  in  the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Point. 

THANKS  TO  GEN.  SCOTT,  ETC. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, expressive  of  thanks  to  Gen.  Winfield 
Scott,  and  the  troops  under  his  command,  for 
their  distinguished  gallantry  and  services. 

The  resolution  having  had  its  third  reading,  the 
question  was  put  on  its  passage;  when — 

Mr.  HALE  demanded  the  yea§  and  nays;  and 
the  vote  was  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Badger,  Baghy, 
Benton,  Berrien,  Bradbury,  liriglit,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cass,, 
Clayton,  Cnrwin,  Crittenden,  Davis  of  Massachus-etts,  Davis 
of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Downs,  Felch, 
Foote,  Hannegan,  Houston,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Maryland, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Mangnm,  Ma-  > 
son,  Miller,  Moor,  Niles,  Rusk,  Sevier,  Spruance,  Sturgeon, 
Turnev,  Upham,  Westcott,  and  Yulee— 42. 

NAY— Mr.  Hale— 1. 

THANKS  TO  GENERAL  TAYLOR. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  joint 
resolution  from  the  House  of  thanks  to  Major  Gen- 
ernl  Taylor. 

The  resolution  having  been  read — 
Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said:  I  rise  to  inquii-e 
whether  the  resolution  is  now  in  a  state  to  admit  of 
amendment.  I  feel  quite  strongly  that  some  litile 
modification  of  the  language  of  the  resolution  will  be 
an  impi'ovement  of  it.  When  before  the  military 
committee,  some  exception  was  taken  to  the  form 
of  the  resolution;  but  I  am  one  who  is  not  at  all 
scrupulous  about  the  langunge  used  on  such  occa- 
sions, when  compliment  is  intended,  and  so,  rather 
than  disturb  the  resolution,  we  thought  it  best  to 
report  it  back  to  the  Senate  just  as  it  was  sent  to 
us.  But  upon  reconsideration  of  the  matter,  I  think 
it  proper  to  move  to  amend  the  resolution  by  stri- 
king out  the  word  •' indomitable,"  and  "thereby 
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obtaining:  a  victory  over  the  enemy,  which,  for  its 
signal  and  brilliant  character,  is  unsurpassed  in  the 
military  annals  of  the  world." 

Mr.  DAVIt),  of  Massachusetts,  called  for  a  read- 
in?  of  the  resolution  as  proposed  to  be  amended. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  read,  and 
the  amendment  was  aj^reed  to. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  have  suggested  the 
amendinent  wliich  has  been  just  adopted,  not  from 
any  disposition,  of  course,  at  all  to  stint  or  dimin- 
ish the  honors  to  which  I  think  General  Taylor 
and  the  troops  under  his  command  are  entitled  for 
the  victory  of  Buena  Vista;  but  because  I  think 
that  the  language  to  which  the  resolution  is  now 
reduced,  expresses  in  the  simplest  form  and  with 
unquestionable  truth,  what  may  be  said  in  refer- 
ence to  that  great  commander  and  his  army  in  that 
achievement.  His  own  character  is  of  that  simple 
cast,  sir,  which  naturally  seems  to  prom[)l  the  use 
of  a  language  congenial  to  that  simplicity  in  every- 
thing that  is  said  of  him.  When  he  and  the  battle 
of  Buena  Vista  are  spoken  of,  no  pompous,  gaudy 
words  are  needed.  Both  stand  out  before  the 
■world  in  character  and  form,  to  be  read  by  all 
mankind,  in  a  language  that  cannot  be  surpassed 
bv  any  ])hrascology  which  we,  sir,  may  employ. 

'l  am  sorry  that"  there  is  one  single  negative  in 
this  body  to  giving  thanlcs  to  our  armies  for  the 
victories  they  iuive  won  in  its  service.  It  is  known 
to  you,  sir,  that  I  am  not  amongst  those  who  have 
approved  of  this  war  in  its  origin  and  its  progress; 
but  I  make  a  distinction  between  those  who  might, 
as  I  think,  have  guided  public  affairs  more  wisely 
and  with  lietter  results,  and  those  whose  duty  it 
was  to  obey  our  orders  and  conform  themselves 
to  our  decrees.  Is  it  possible  that  any  gentleman 
can  desire  that  the  officers  of  our  army  shall  sit  in 
council  to  revise  our  acts  and  determine  upon  the 
question  of  the  morality  of  their  obedience  to  our 
orders?  Your  rules  and  articles  of  war  forbid  the 
possibility  of  it.  Any  convocation  of  military 
men  in  camp  for  the  purpose  of  deliberating  upon 
political  questions  antl  deciding  them,  is  prohibited 
under  the  severest  pains  and  penalties;  and,  sir, 
we  would  not  hear  their  appeal,  no  matter  how 
respectful  the  form  in  which  it  might  be  addressed 
to  us,  on  any  political  question.  They  are  our 
executive  officers,  and  their  duty  is  obedience. 
Yet,  if  I  understand  the  objection  made  here,  it  is 
to  the  effect  that  they  share  in  the  responsibility 
of  our  decision;  and,  although  bound  by  their  oaths 
to  obedience — bound  by  their  office  to  obedience — 
bound  by  their  office  not  to  interfere  with  politics, 
or  intermeddle  with  our  decisions,  but  to  obey  and 
execute  them,  that  they  are  to  be  responsible  for 
our  decrees,  and  their  conduct  is  not  to  be  measured 
by  the  skill  and  fidelity  with  which  they  execute 
tliese  decrees.  Where  is  this  sort  of  caviling — this 
morality,  if  you  please  so  to  name  it — to  lead  us.' 
A  sheriff  may  next  set  himself  up  to  consider  the 
judgment  which  the  court  has  rendered,  and  to 
take  into  scrupulous  consideration  how  far  he  can 
consistently  execute  the  process  put  into  his  hands 
under  that  judgment!  Sir,  he  has  as  much  right 
to  consider,  when  the  execution  is  put  into  his 
hands,  the  morality  and  justice  of  that  judgment, 
as  Generals  Scott  and  Taylor,  or  any  of  their  offi- 
cer.s  or  men,  had  to  consider  the  justice  and  pro- 
priety of  this  war.  The  law  and  the  Constitu- 
tion have  marked  out  definite  duties  for  them  to 
perform,  and  their  merit  consists  in  their  faithful 
and  punctual  .discharge  of  these  duties,  and  noth- 
ing else;  and  they  deserve  credit  or  discredit  ex- 
actly in  proportion  to  the  constancy,  courage,  and 
firmness  with  which  they  discharge  their  exec- 
utive duties.  I  can  see  no  end  to  the  mischiefs  to 
result  from  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hampshire.  According  to  this  doctrine,  an 
officer  is  not  only  to  consider  how  best  he  may 
execute  the  duty  imposed  upon  him  in  executing 
our  lows,  but  he  is  to  sit  in  council  and  judgment, 
reviewing  our  acL-j  of  Congress,  and  determining 
for  himself  what  to  do,  and  acting  accordingly. 
Will  the  honorable  Senator  from  JNew  Hamp- 
shire allow  your  generals  and  officers  to  convene 
together,  and  mayhap  to  divide  themselves,  gen- 
erals and  colonels  into  one  house,  like  your  Sen- 
ate; and  corporals  and  privates  into  another,  a 
House  of  Commons;  there  to  take  into  considera- 
tion the  que.stion.s  of  war  and  peace,  and  decide 
as  they  may  think  justice  and  morality  require? 
Will  the  gentleman  allow  them  to  decide  for  war 
when  we  are  in  favor  of  peace,  or  for  peace  when  we 
are  in  favor  of  war?  What  does  the  gentleman  think 


of  that?  If  his  doctrine  be  admitted,  it  must  be  | 
allowed  in  all  its  consequences,  not  merely  in  titose 
to  which  the  gentleman  would  confine  it.  The  i 
army  may  as  well  overrule  our  decision  in  favor  ; 
of  peace  as  that  in  favor  of  war.  Sir,  this  is  j 
nothing  but  a  spirit  of  mutiny.  There  is  neither 
patriotism  nor  morality  in  this  doctrine;  neither  in  : 
its  foundation  nor  its  results.  It  is  a  mutiny 
against  morality — a  mutiny  against  all  discipline — 
a  mutiny  against  all  government.  There  must  be 
a  head  to  legislate  and  direct,  and  a  body  to  exe- 
cute. It  is  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
to  decide,  and  it  is  in  the  army  to  obey;  and  to 
that  honorable  duty  I  am  disposed  strictly  to  limit 
and  confine  the  army.  I  am  wholly  opposed  to 
allowing  the  army  to  meddle  with  politics.  Your 
army  will  be  very  ready,  and  some  of  its  officers 
will  be  very  ready  to  take  your  places  in  the  work 
of  legislation,  and  not  only  to  hold  the  sword  in 
one  hand,  but  to  make  laws  with  the  other.  It  is 
to  that,  sir,  that  the  doctrine  of  the  gentleman 
leads;  tor  the  moment  that  you  require  of  your 
generals  to  consider  and  entertain  the  morality, 
according  to  their  notions  of  orders  given  them, 
you  must,  from  that  moment,  leave  them  at  liberty 
to  decide  for  or  against  you;  and  if  General  Tay- 
lor be  authorized  to  consider  the  morality  of  this' 
question  of  peace  or  war,  and  to  lay  down  his 
sword  if  he  pleases,  every  officer  of  the  army,  and 
every  enlisted  soldier,  has  the  same  right  to  do  so. 
Can  you  distinguish  between  one  and  the  other? 
No,  sir;  you  cannot.  And  what  sort  of  a  govern- 
ment would  you  have  in  that  case?  It  would  be 
the  mockery  of  the  world.  Yet  that  is  the  result 
to  which  this  refined  and  original  system  of  ethics 
would  conduct  you.  Yet  that  is  the  pious  and 
extravagant  sort  of  morality,  by  the  aid  of  whose 
inflation  some  minds  seem  to  have  ascended  above 
the  ordinary  and  sublunary  concerns  of  mankind, 
and  all  those  plain  rules  of  government  and  mo- 
rality which  have  regulated  the  course  of  human 
society.  These  philosophers  soar  far  above  all 
that,  and,  entering  the  ethereal  regions,  seem  en- 
gaged in  the  search  for  some  celestial  sort  of  guide 
for  their  government  on  earth  !  1  do  not  say  that 
the  gentleman  before  me  goes  to  that  extent  of 
extravagance.  He  is  one  for  whose  talents  and 
ability  I  entertain  all  proper  respect;  but,  sir,  is 
not  the  doctrine  for  which  he  contends  likely  to 
lead  others,  with  less  competency  and  less  discre- 
tion to  circumscribe  its  tendencies,  into  all  these 
excesses?  Can  anything  but  misrule,  and  disor- 
der, and  extravagance,  be  the  consequence?  And 
how  much  less  deluded  is  such  a  politician  than 
one  of  those  Miilerites  who,  arraying  himself  in 
what  he  calls  his  "ascension  robes,"  climbs  up  a 
tree  in  order  tliat  he  may  have  a  fair  flight  to 
Heaven!  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  political  delu- 
sion of  the  same  character,  scarcely  less  extrava- 
gant, and  certainly  much  more  injurious  to  man- 
kind. 

Now,  sir,  if  ever  military  men  deserved  credit 
for  the  skill  and  courage  and  fidelity  with  which 
they  executed  orders,  Taylor  and  Scott  are  the 
men  who  have  earned  it;  and  does  it  now  become 
us,  after  having  made  the  war,  or  any  of  us,  after 
the  war  has  been  made  by  the  country,  by  its  con- 
stituted authorities — does  it  become  us  to  set  our- 
selves in  the  chair  of  morality  and  give  a  sort  of 
professional  lecture,  teaching  our  officers  and  sol- 
diers a  lesson  of  disobedience  and  mutiny — teach- 
ing them  that  they  should  receive  our  decision, 
reverse  it,  and,  breaking  their  swords,  return 
home,  breathing  out  denunciations  against  their 
country  for  the  injustice  and  immorality  of  its 
legislation?  Surely  not.  I  know  that  the  objec- 
tion is  urged  only  against  giving  thanks,  but  that 
amounts  to  censure.  Will  you  not  give  them  any 
credit?  They  have  won  battles.  Many  of  them 
have  shed  their  blood,  their  life's  blood.  Why 
are  they  not  to  have  thanks?  In  another  case,  the 
oljjcctor  admits  thanks  would  be  properly  accorded; 
but  in  this  case,  he  denies  that  they  could  be  justly 
given.  Docs  not  the  very  ground  on  which  the 
objection  to  the  honor  contemplated  to  be  given  to 
them  rests,  imply  that  they  have  not  done  their 
duty  so  well  as  they  might  have  done  it  by  not 
gaining  these  victories?  Can  the  gentleman,  or 
anybody  else  here,  draw  a  valid  distinction? 
Suppose  they  had  been  defeated  in  these  battles — 
suppose  General  Taylor  had  been  vanquished  at 
F'ucna  Vista,  would  the  gentleman  then  have  of- 
fered his  thanks?  He  will  not  thank  him  for  the 
victory;  would  he  have  thanked  him  for  suffering 


defeat?  Suppose  the  soldiers  had  refused  to  obey 
the  orders  of  General  Taylor,  saying,  "  We  have 
considered  this  matter,  and  do  not  think  that  this 
is  a  just  war;  we  think  it  has  been  carried  far 
enough;  it  ought  to  have  stopped  at  Monterey:" 
would  these  men,  in  the  estimation  of  the  gentle- 
man, have  merited  our  thanks? 

Sir,  the  evils  into  which  the  consequences  of  this 
doctrine,  if  adopted,  would  lead  us,  are  endless  and 
nameless.  I  can  only  say  of  the  doctrine,  that  it 
is  full  of  mischief.  These  men  have  sustained  the 
honor  of  their  country — they  have  gained  illus- 
trious and  distinguished  victories  against  those 
whom  you  have  declared  to  be  enemies,  and 
against  whom  you  have  sent  them  to  fight.  It  is 
for  that  I  give  them  thanks;  it  is  for  that  the  Sen- 
ate and  the  country  have  given  their  thanks;  and  I 
do  hope — I  can  hardly  hope — I  was  about  to  ex- 
press the  hope — that  this  resolution  may  be  allow- 
ed to  pass  without  a  single  dissenting  voice.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  has  al- 
ready achieved  the  solitary  glory  of  standing  alone. 
I  can  myself  make  no  distinction  between  Taylor 
and  Scott,  or  their  respective  armies,  in  regard  to 
these  victories;  but  I  cannot  but  hope  that  when 
a  gentleman  of  so  much  talent  and  ability  as  the 
honorable  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  shall  re- 
consider more  calmly  and  coolly  theopinions  under 
which  he  has  acted,  and  advocated  so  eloquently 
here,  he  will  be  disposed  to  think  that  it  is  better 
to  go  on  in  the  plain  common  way  in  which  man- 
kind have  gone,  and  that  the  reason  of  mankind 
has  approved  for  so  many  years,  than  strike  out 
into  any  of  these  new  and  devious  paths,  into 
which  extravagant  and  over-refined  notions  of  mo- 
rality may  lead. 

Mr.  HALE.  So  pointed  an  allusion  has  been 
made  to  the  position  which  I  occupy,  that  it  seems 
due  to  myself  and  to  the  Senate  that  I  should  say 
one  word  in  vindication  of  the  course  which  I  have 
taken.  This  is  the  second  occasion  on  the  floor 
of  the  Senate,  within  a  few  days,  on  which  [  have 
been  either  complimented  or  reproached — I  can 
hardly  say  which — for  standing  alone.  That  was 
the  very  mission  upon  which  I  came.  I  came 
here  to  stand  alone,  so  long  as  that  policy  which 
the  Government  was  pursuing  was  persisted  in; 
and  I  shall  continue  to  stand  alone  until  different 
sentiments  prevail  in  this^body,  or  a  revolution  in 
public  sentiment  shall  send  different  representa- 
tives upon  this  floor.  That  is  my  position,  then; 
and  whether  it  is  an  honor  or  reproach  others  may 
say.  It  is  not  for  me  to  say  whether  it  is  honora- 
ble or  dishonorable. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  seems  to 
think  that  tny  course,  if  persisted  in,  v/ould  open 
Pandora's  box,  and  let  loose  and  rampant  all  man- 
ner of  evil  upon  society  in  the  United  States. 
What  is  the  course  which  I  adopted?  Has  a 
syllable  against  the  character  of  either  of  those 
ofiicers  escaped  my  lips?  Certainly  not — not  a 
syllable.  When  the  subject  came  up,  I  said  that 
I  could  not,  consistently  with  the  convictions  which 
I  entertained,  record  my  vote  in  favor  of  thanks 
to  those  oflicers.  Sir,  I  may  be  a  fanatic  or  a  Mil- 
lerite;  but  I  will  not  be  a  hypocrite.  I  will  not 
thank  officers  for  the  agency  which  they  have  had 
in  producing  results  which  I  loathe.  No,  sir. 
Whilst  disapproving  of  the  whole  aftair,  I  confess 
that  I  have  not  discrimination  enough — I  have  not 
sufficient  skill  in  splitting  hairs — to  enable  me, 
without  uneasiness,  to  denounce  the  war  as  a  war 
of  robbery,  as  unconstitutional  and  unjust,  as  be- 
gun by  the  President,  arwl  at  the  same  time  thank 
the  agents  who  have  been  engaged  in  carrying  out 
this  unjust  and  unconstitutional  war.  My  fanati- 
cism does  not  enable  me  to  make  such  subtle  dis- 
tinctions as  that;  and  all  that  I  said,  when  I 
addressed  the  Senate  for  a  few  moments  on  that 
day,  was,  that  I  proposed  to  vindicate  the  pro- 
priety of  my  conduct  by  a  reference  to  hi.<'tory, 
showing,  that  on  a  similar  occasion,  a  precedent 
had  been  furnished,  which  I  thought  I  might  safely 
follow.  That  precedent  was  presented  in  the  con- 
duct of  those  who  stood  upon  the  side  of  justice, 
truth,  liberty,  and  humanity,  in  the  British  Par- 
liament, when  the  gigantic 410 wer  of  that  empire 
was  exerted  to  crush  the  spirit  of  liberty  here,  then 
struggling  for  existence.  Chatham;  Fox,  Wilkes, 
Barrc,  and  a  host  of  learned  dead  then  stood  up, 
and  with  manly  «nd  truthful  eloquence,  denounced 
the  arbitrary  acts  of  power  directed  against  the 
friends  of  freedom  in  this  country;  and  what  would 
we  have  thought  of  their  .■sincerity  and  honesty — 
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what  sentence  would  the  moral  sense  of  the  world 
have  pronounced  upon  thenn,  if,  after  they  had  thus 
denounced  the  admuiistration  and  the  war,  they 
had  gone  to  the  footstool  of  power,  and  bowed 
down  and  thanked  the  agents  that  had  been  the 
tools  of  this  tyranny  and  oppression  ?  Had  those 
illustrious  friends  of  liberty  thus  acted  at  that  day, 
I  think,  sir,  their  fame  would  have  appeared  in  a 
very  different  light  upon  the  pages  of  history.  But 
the  honorable  Senator  has  said,  that  in  the  course 
which  I  have  taken,  there  is  neither  patriotism  nor 
morality.  I  beg  leave  to  tell  him  it  is  a  difference 
of  opinion,  merely.  Morality  is  a  pretty  general 
term,  and  may  cover  a  great  many  transactions 
about  which  there  is  difference  of  opinion;  on  that 
there  can  certainly  be  no  issue,  as  it  is  a  mere 
question  of  opinion. 

I  ask  if  the  doctrines  promulgated  by  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Kentucky  are  not  those  which 
should  receive  the  unqualified  condemnation  of  the 
American  Senate  and  the  American  people  ?  What 
are  they  ?  They  amount  simply  to  this:  that  your 
army  is  a  great  machine — a  tool,  without  heart, 
without  head,  without  reflection — nothing  but  one 
great  piece  of  animal  mecharnism;  that  thePresident, 
standing  at  the  head  of  the  Administration,  has 
but  to  give  the  word  and  it  operates  as  he  chooses; 
and  that  the  thanks  of  the  American  people  are 
due  to  that  army,  irrespective  of  any  considera- 
tions connected  with  the  character  of  the  duty 
which  is  assigned  to  it  to  perform.  Suppose  your 
President  sends  the  army  to  this  Senate  to  enact 
over  the  scenes  which  occurred  in  England,  when 
Cromwell  dissolved  the  Parliament,  telling  them 
that  the  kingdom  of  Christ  had  come,  and  he  had 
no  need  of  such  an  assembly,  would  it  then  be 
your  duty  to  give  thanks  to  the  army,  because 
it  had  obeyed  the  bidding  of  its  master?  Let  me 
tell  the  honorable  Senator  that  my  reading  of  his- 
tory has  taught  me  that  there  iff  great  danger  to  be 
apprehended  to  any  republic  from  the  overshadow- 
ing influence  of  this  military  fame,  which  this  Sen- 
ate is  about  to  bolster  up  by  this  vote  of  thanks. 
Has  he  forgotten  the  history'of  that  period  of  the 
Roman  republic  when  they  elected  their  emperor 
in  the  camp,  and  then  came  to  the  Senate  for  its 
ratification  }  What  are  the  American  people  about 
to  do.'  The  camp  has  already  elected  your  em- 
peror— your  next  President.  The  decree  has  not 
yet  been  registered,  but  the  thing  is  done.  There, 
I  think,  lies  the  danger.  We  have,  it  is  true,  many 
aspirants  for  public  favor,  but  the  camp  has  al- 
ready made  the  selection.  The  powers  of  the  Co;i- 
stitution  may  be  preserved  this  time,  but  no  man 
knows  how  much  longer  they  will  be  retained. 
But  whether  that  day  may  be  more  or  less  remote 
than  many  of  us  may  imagine,  when  the  camp 
comes  here  to  ask  the  American  Senate  to  ratify 
its  deed,  they  never  shall  have  my  thanks  for  any 
agency  in  transactions  which  my  judgment  con- 
demns. I  do  not  say  one  word,  because  it  is  for- 
eign to  my  purpose,  in  regard  to  the  character  of 
those  oflicers.  I  do  not  question  their  skill,  their 
bravery,  their  judgment.  1  have  not  a  word  to 
say  against  them.  I  have  not  a  single  hostile  feel- 
ing to  them  in  ray  heart.  Regarding  them,  how- 
ever,as  the  agents  in  transactions  of  which  I  wholly 
disapprove,  1  cannot  thank  them,  because  I  cannot 
separate  their  instrumentality  from  the  work  in 
which  they  have  been  engaged. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  1  was  not  in  my  place  the  other 
day  when  the  discussion  of  those  resolutions  was 
in  progress,  but  if  I  had  been,  I  should  have  re- 
garded it  as  unpardonable  had  I  not  said  something 
in  reference  to  the  sentiments  which  have  formed 
the  subject  of  the  indignant  comments  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Kentucky.  I  am  not  surprised 
at  the  course  pursued  by  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire,  nor  can  any  one  who  heard  his  lan- 
guage to-day,  be  surprised.  The  whole  secret 
of  his  opposition  to  the  vole  of  thanks  has  at  last 
discovered  itself.  He  is  afraid  that  the  army 
may  elect  a  President.  He  is  afraid  tliat  the  mili- 
tary excitement  of  the  time  may  l)e  so  potent  as 
to  thrust  some  individual  into  the  Presidency  who 
ha  J  acquired  glory  in  this  war,  and  in  consequence 
of  which,  a  certain  distinguished  Senator  from 
Now  Hampshire  nominated  for  that  very  office, 
and  who  has  accepted  the  nomination,  might  be 
excluded.  It  would  be  quite  improper,  then,  to 
blame  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  for  the 
course  which  he  has  adopted  on  this  occasion. 
The  Senator  id  quite  right.  He  is  actirig  upon  the 
principle  of  enlightened  selfishness.     The  whole 


country  will  do  justice  to  his  motives,  and  he  will 
descend    to    posterity  as  the  most   magnanimous 
statesman  of  modern  times  !     I  am  happy  indeed 
to  hear  the  frank  and   manly  declaration  which 
escaped  thfe  lips  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky — I 
will  not  say  escaped  by  accident,  for  it  was  evi- 
dent that  it  was  the  language  of  his  feelings  and 
his  understanding — the   same  language  which   is 
employed  by  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  the 
people  in  all  parts  of  the  Union,  whatever  faction 
may  have  said,  in  all  the  accursed  forms  in  which 
faction  has  arrayed  itself  before  the  country.     The 
Senator  from    Kentucky   has   taken    the  ground 
boldly  that  this  is  a  national  war — the  war  of  the 
country — a  war  made  by  Congress  and  sanctioned 
in  all  the  forms  known  to  the  Constitution,  and 
that  therefore  every  patriot  in  the  land  is  bound  to 
sustain  it,  especially  such  as  are  employed  in  arms 
for  the  national  defence.      It  is   no   Presidential 
war,  then,  as  some  have  asserted.     It  is  no  war 
gotten  up  for  uniioly  and  corrupt  purposes.     It  is 
no  unconstitutional  war  as  some  have  argued,  but 
it   is  a  war    declared  by  Congress,  having  every 
sanction  that  national  legislation  can  give;  a  war 
which  every  patriot  must  sustain  in  its  vigorous 
prosecution   up    to   a   glorious    termination,   and 
which  none  but  traitors  anywhere  can  oppose.     I 
speak,  of  course,  within  due   bounds.     I  allude 
not  to  the  course  of  any  Senator.     1  speak  but  the 
language  of  history  when  I  say,  that  in  no  age 
since  civilization  began,  has  there  been  any  name 
for  any  man  who  opposed  his  country  either  in 
thought,  word,  or   deed,  when   in   arms    for   her 
own  defence,   except  traitor.     That  is    the  name 
by   which    the   Senator   wouW    be  known    if  he 
dared    to  act  out'  the  sentiments  of  his  heart  as 
manifested  in  the  language  which  he  has  utter- 
ed to-day.      The    punishment   of  treason,  in  all 
countries,  is  death;  and  he  who  would  act   out 
these  sentiments  would  incur  that  as  his  due  re- 
ward.    I   doubt  whether,   in   some  parts  of  the 
country,  the  process  of  law  would  be  waited  for; 
and  even  in  some  districts  of  New  England,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  a  coat  of  tar  and  feathers, 
or,  perhaps,  the  severer  infliction  of  Lynch  law 
would  be  administered.    I  am  tired  and  sick  of  this. 
1  have  been  sufficiently  wearied  with  it  at  home 
when  reading  newspaper  accounts.     I  have  been 
nauseated  with  it  here.     The  whole  country  is 
indignant.     There  is  but  one  voice  on  the  subject, 
except  the  small  voice  that  is  uttered  by  an  unprin- 
cipled faction  in  New  England.     I  say  an  "un- 
principled'Yaction,"  because  it  is  a  party  gotten 
up  for  the  purpose  of  bloodshed,  delusion,  and 
injustice — a  party  that  cries  "  peace,  peace,"  when 
the  national  honor  is  involved,  and  the  country  is 
armed  in  its  defence;  a  party  that  cries  out,  "  Let 
us  not  shed  the  blood  of  the  poor  Mexicans — they 
have  suffered  enough  injustice  at  our  hands;  let  us 
make  indemnity  for  the  wrongs  which  we  have 
perpetrated  upon  them." 

1  should  have  been  very  much  astonished  if  a 
different  course  had  been  adopted  by  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire.  I  am  not  a  very  diligent 
reader  of  Abolition  newspapers,  but  looking  over 
one  or  two  lately,  I  perceived  that  a  person  named 
Garrison  had  been  indulging  in  denunciations  of 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  because,  in  a 
speech  which  he  had  made  on  this  floor,  he  had 
expressed  some  regret  at  being  compelled  to  as- 
sume the  character  of  an  Ishmaelite  in  this  body; 
which,  by  the  by,  was  not  exactly  the  fact  till 
now,  for  though  it  is  true  that  his  hands  were 
against  every  man,  yet  nobody  noticed  him. 
However,  for  that  declaration,  and  for  the  expres- 
sion of  the  hope  that  nothing  he  had  said  would 
be  regarded  as  offensive,  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  had  been  taken  to  task  by  Lloyd  Gar- 
rison, who  had  denounced  him  as  not  being  a 
Liberty  man;  that  he  was  not  worthy  of  the  Presi- 
dency; and  had  asserted  that  his  name  ought  to  be 
sricken  from  the  Liberty  ticket.  Well,  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampsiiire,  having  of  course  domestic 
business  which  called  him  to  New  England,  lately 
went  thither,  and  indulged  himself  in  several  gusty 
harangues,  in  order  to  retrieve  his  character,  and 
revive  his  claims  to  the  Presidency.  His  course 
there  entirely  conciliated  the  whole  Abolition  party 
in  New  England;  and  with  such  motives  to  ener- 
getic action,J  am  not  at  all  surprised  that  the  Sena- 
tor has  returned  filled  with  new  zeal  and  increased 
animosity  against  this  war,  and  that  he  should  have 
made  those  rhetorical  flourishes  in  which  he  had 
so  freely  displayed  himself  on  this  occasion.      I 


should  have  been  very  much  astonished  if  he  had 
pursued  any  other  course. 

I  will  not  detain  the  Senate  long;  but  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  that  the  Senator  is  a  politic, 
judicious  man,  and  that,  though  not  at  all  am- 
bitious, he  may,  perhaps,  twenty  years  hence — 
making  capital  so  rapidly  as  he  does  on  this  great 
question — stand  a  good  chance  for  the  Presidency, 
and  is  using  the  most  ef^cient  means  to  improve  his 
ultimate  popularity,  1  will  call  attention  to  a  few 
passages  in  a  pamphlet  which  I  have  seen  for  the 
first  time  this  morning.  It  was  sent  to  me  by  a 
gentleman  who  informs  me  that  it  is  in  extensive 
circulation  in  New  England,  and  is  producing  an 
extraordinary  effect.  It  seems  that  it  is  circulated 
by  another  party,  who  are  ambitious  of  obtaining 
the  Liberty  men  as  allies.  I  speak  by  the  book 
when  I  say,  that  a  distinguished  Senator  from  New 
England,  [Mr.  Webster,]  not  now  in  his  seat, 
did,  in  a  place  not  far  from  Faneuil  Hall,  some 
months  ago,  openly  recognize  the  Abolitionists  as 
his  political  brethren,  and  besought  them  to  unite 
with  the  Whig  party  in  an  approaching  election. 
1  consider,  then,  the  Whig  party  of  New  England 
and  the  faction  controlled  by  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  as  standing  on  the  same  platform. 
Probably  no  reply  will  be  attempted  to  what  I  say. 
It  may  be  that  I  shall  not  be  deemed  worthy  of 
notice  by  the  distinguished  Senator  over  the  way, 
but  that  will  not  prevent  me  from  noticing  him — 
courteoujily  and  patriotically,  I  trust — and  in  such 
a  manner  as  I  may  think  that  notice  at  my  hands 
is  demanded.  Humble  as  my  abilities  may  be,  I 
recognize  no  superior  here,  so  far  as  the  State 
which  I  have  in  part  the  honor  to  represent  is 
concerned.  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  that  New 
England  should  be  visited  with  this  pamphlet  at 
this  time,  because  the  distinguished  Senator  from 
New  England,  first  in  Richmond,  in  commencing 
his  famous  southern  tour,  undertook  to  call  this 
war  in  question,  and  afterwards,  when  he  got 
back  to  New  England,  held  the  same  language, 
and  asserted  that  it  had  been  the  settled  judg- 
ment of  all  nations,  that  the  injustice  of  a  war 
most  materially  tarnished  the  lustre  of  arms.  Has 
that  been  explained?  Can  it  be  explained  or  vin- 
dicated? It  means  what  the  Senator  from  New 
Hamp.shire  has  more  bodly  said,  using  plainer 
and  more  explicit  language,  but  language  not  more 
unpatriotic  than  that  to  which  I  have  just  refer- 
red— language  which  will  not  be  less  fiercely  con- 
demned by  posterity  than  that  uttered  on  the  oc- 
casion to  which  I  have  alluded  by  one  of  the  most 
celebrated  men  of  the  Whig  party,  whose  influence 
has  spread  itself  abroad  through  all  lands,  and  has 
a  most  controlling  effect  in  Mexico  at  the  present 
time,  against  his  own  country.  The  same  senti- 
ment has  been  again  and  again  expressed  by  the 
organ  of  the  Whigs  in  this  city — the  National 
Intelligencer.  Every  Whig  paper  in  the  country, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  has  reechoed  it;  and  we 
all  recollect  the  expression  in  a  certain  speech 
delivered  here — to  which  I  allude  in  no  spirit 
of  unkindness — that  if  the  speaker  had  been  a 
Mexican  as  he  was  an  American,  he  would  have 
welcomed  our  armies  with  bloody  hands  and  hospi- 
table graves.  Yet  that  speech  was  published,  with 
editorial  sanction,  in  almost  every  Whig  paper  in  the 
country.  When  on  my  way  hither,  last  winter,  I 
saw  in  Louisville  a  Whig  paper — the  organ  of  the 
party  in  that  city,  the  Louisville  Journal — which 
eulogized  and  commended  the  speech  in  the  warmest 
and mostexaltedtermsof encomium.  Whilst, then, 
there  are  many  men  in  that  party — a  glorious  band, 
of  whom  I  am  glad  to  recognize  the  distinguished 
Senator  from  Kentucky  as  the  leader,  who  do  re- 
spond to  the  sentiments  which  he  had  expressed 
this  morning — patriots  in  heart  and  in  deed,  recog- 
nizing the  noble  maxim  of  Roman  times,  that  it  is 
a  sweet  and  glorious  thing  to  die  for  one's  country; 
whilst  a  great  number  of  the  members  of  the  Whig 
party  entertain  such  sentiments,  there  are  many 
others  who  openly,  or  in  their  hearts,  cherish  sen- 
timents similar  to  those  I  have  described,  which 
they  would  dare  to  act  out,  if  the  majority  of  the 
people  would  sanction  them.  In  proof  of  what  I 
have  said  on  this  point,  I  will  read  a  few  extracts 
from  a  pamphlet  written  by  a  member  of  the  party 
of  which  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  is  the 
exponent  here.     It  is  said  that — 

"  A  rose  bv  any  other  name  would  smell  as  sweet." 
By  what  name  shall  I  designate  the  party  of  which 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  is  the  rep- 
resentative ?     Is  it  the  Abolition  or  Liberty  party  ? 
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However  this  may  be,  it  is  on  the  shoulders  of 
that  party  that  he  expects  to  he  foisted  into  the 
White  rtouse.  Oh!  may  Heaven  preserve  my 
country  from  such  a  calamity  as  that!  I  say  it 
■with  no  intention  to  insult  tlie  Senator,  but  be- 
cjiuse  he  holds  principles  which,  if  carried  out, 
would  make  this  republic  more  infamous  on  the 
pases  of  liistory  than  any  nation  that  has  ever 
existed.  The  pamphlet  is  entitled  "  Dick  Crown- 
iii2:sliicld,  the  Assassin,  and  Zaehary  Taylor,  the 
Soldier:  the  difference  between  them.  By  Henry 
C.  Wrio-ht."  It  is  now  circulatins;  in  New  Eng- 
land, under  Whi^  sanction,  and  is  written  by  a 
member  of  the  Liberty  party. 

Mr.  HALE.  Dues  the  gentleman  mean  to  say 
that  the  author  of  that  pamphlet  is  a  member  of 
the  Liberty  party  ? 

Mr.  FObTE.     So  I  understand. 

Mr.  HALE.  Tliat  individual's  career  in  Eng- 
land and  this  country  is  well  known.  He  denies 
the  riijlit  of  all  human  government  whatever;  and 
there  is  no  party  which  he  denounces  with  more 
severity  and  opprobrium  tiian  the  Liberty  party. 
The  honor;ible  Senator  from  Mississippi  is,  tliere- 
fore,  mistaken  in  supposing  that  he  is  a  member 
of  that  party.  It  is  not  so.  The  honorable  Sen- 
ator asks  to  what  party  I  belong,  and  the  name  of 
that  party.  I  can  tell  him  in  a  moment  the  origin 
of  the  movement  which  has  made  my  name  some- 
what notoi-ious  in  New  Hampshire  in  regard  to 
the  position  which  I  tof)k  al)oiit  four  years  since. 
I  was  then  a  member  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives from  the  State  of  New  Hampshire.  At 
that  time,  the  pi-oject;  of  annexation  was  mooted 
in  the  House;  and  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  then 
edited  by  the  pi-eseiU  editor  of  the  Union,  declared 
that  any  one  expecting  anything  from  the  Admin- 
istration muse  not  go  against  that  measure.  1  did 
not  expect  anything  from  the  Administration,  but 
I  opposed  the  measure;  and,  in  a  letter  to  my  con- 
stituents, I  announced  my  intention  to  vote  against 
it,  assigtiing  the  reasons  which  influenced  me  in 
the  determination.  Thereupon,  the  progressive 
Democracy  of  New  Hampshire  came  together  and 
denounced  me;  and  an  is.sve  was  at  once  made  in 
that  State  upon  the  question.  That  is  the  origin 
of  the  movement;  and  the  Senator  is  at  liberty  to 
give  it  any  name  which  will  best  suit  his  classifica- 
tion. But  he  is  entirely  mistaken  as  regards  Mr. 
Wright,  who  is  no  more  a  member  of  the  Liberty 
party  than  that  Senator  is,  and  probably  looks  on 
It  with  as  much  loathing  as  he  does. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  '  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  that  he 
does.    However,  the  pamphlet  has  been  circulated^ 
by  the  Wlii^s  of  New  England.    Tlie  author  may 
then  be  a  Whig. 

Mr.  HALE.  As  I  stand  alone,  I  have  only  to 
take  care  of  myself.  The  Whigs  can  take  care  of 
themselves. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Well,  I  do  not  understand  the 
author  to  be  ."strictly  in  correspondence  with  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  or  that  they  are 
inhabitants  of  the  same  town  or  county.  Indeed, 
people  change  their  politics  so  readily  nowadays, 
that  it  would  lie  a  little  unsafe,  perhaps,  for  the 
Senator  to  undertake  to  say  what  are  the  present 
political  principles  of  Mr.  Wright,  with  whom  he 
IS  ashiimed  to  bear  any  connection. 

Mr.  HALE.     No,  I  am  noi. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Well,  then  he  i.s  the  particular 
friend  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire;  and  of 
one  thing  I  am  certain,  that  in  my  State  such  a 
pamphlet  could  not  be  allowed  to  circulate  amongst 
the  Whigs  for  a  day.  Such  language  as  I  am 
about  to  read,  could  not  be  uttered  in  the  State  in 
wliii-h  I  have  the  honor  to  reside,  without  hazard 
of  life;  nor  could  it,  in  my  opinion,  anywhere, 
where  a  high  stale  of  patriotism  exists.  Well,  I  will 
read  n  fi;\v  delicious  extracts  from  tiiis  pamphlet; 
nnd  I  hope  that,  if  it  be  not  a  Whig  document, 
gentlemen  will  stop  its  circulation.  The  genllc- 
ninn  denies  that  it  i.s  n  Liberty  document.  Who 
1)83  iiad  it  circulated  I  am  not  prepared  to  say, 
but  I  think  that  it  is  perhaps  intended  to  promote 
the  Senator's  claims  and  those  of  Whig  Presiden- 
tial aspirants  generally,  always  excepting  General 
Taylor. 

DICK  CR0WXIN08IIIELD — IIIB  E,Mri.0VER8 — IIIB    BUHINESS. 

Jn-jpph  VVIiiH!  lived  in  Sal'Mn.  Ue  w.im  old  nnd  rich.  Joe 
mid  Frank  Kiinpp  liv(!d«in  tlie  i-ami:  town.  'I'liey  oovi-ieil 
lij<  prii|icrly.  ntiil  e,xpi:clrd  to  inlii'iil  il  ii!  Ills  driitli.  The 
priitracMi'd  iiCi;  ofjo^cpli  VVIiIti;  w.m  rDiislileri'd  liy  llii'in  ,^.^ 
0[)p')3<:(l  If)  their  iiitiTestii.  Thaj  wiHhr'd  to  dc.flrny  it.  Tlicy 
«Hlled  on  Dick  Crowiiingdhield,  a  ytunn  iiuiii  living  in  Ba- 


leiii,  wlio  h.id  .itiidiod  the  art  of  luiinan.slau2hternt-the  West 
Point  INIrlilary  AciuliMriy,  and  siiid  to  liiiii,  in  substance  ; 

"  Will  yon  enli>t  inio  our  service  .'" 

Dick.  "  What  to  do.?" 

Knupps.  "  We.  wish  to  kill  Joseph  White." 

DiA:  "  Wliiil  harm  has  he  don«  to  yon  ?" 

Kniippi.  '■  None,  save  thai  hy  Ids  life  we  are  kept  nut  of 
till'  possession  of  propprty  which  we  expect  to  inherit.  We 
liave  no  resources  hut  to  kill  him." 

Dii-k.  "  Bui  he  is  innocent  of  all  evil  intentions  towards 
you.'" 

JCnapps.  "  We  know  he  is  ;  but  his  life  is  in  our  way,  and 
we  wish  to  wet  rid  of  him." 

Dick.  "  But  would  it  bi;  right  to  kill  him .'" 

Knappi.  "Give  your~elf  no  trouble  abiutthat.  We  will 
be  responsible  for  the  right  or  wrons  of  the  deed.  If  you  en- 
list to  do  it,  you  have  nothing  to  do  with  that  quoslion." 

Dick.  "  But  suppose  I  think  it  murder'!" 

Knappi.  "Tliat  is  our  concern,  not  your.-^  If  you  enlist 
into  our  service,  we  wish  you  to  enlist  to  do  our  pleasure, 
even  though  you  tinnk  it  to  he  murder." 

Die!:.  "  Wiio  is  to  b:  bencfiled  by  his  death.'" 

Kiuipps.  "  Ourselves,  of  course.  We  do  not  wish  to  kill 
him  lor  his  good,  hut  solely  for  our  own." 

Dick.  "  So,  tlien,  I  am  to  understand  that  you  wish  to  en- 
list me  into  your  si?rviee,  to  Idtl  uii  innocent  man,  at  your  inr- 
stigiitian,  and  f^r  your  benefif." 

iCnapps.  "  That  is  our  wish.     Will  you  enlist.'" 

Dick.  "  What  am  I  to  get  fordoing  the  deed.'" 

Kn.ipps.  "  One  thousand  dollars." 

Dick.  "  Do  you  wisii  me  to  kill  any  others .'" 

Kna/ip^.  "  Kill  this  one  man,  and  the  money  is  yours,  and 
we  will  discharge  you  from  our  service  as  soon  as  the  deed 
is  dime." 

Dick.  "  Well,  I  sec  no  more  wrong  in  enlisting  into  the 
service  of  («,'o  men  to  kill  one,  at  their  bidding  ami  for  their 
benelit,  than  in  enlisting  into  the  service  of  miUions,  called 
a  .State,  to  kill  thousands  at  their  bidding  and  for  their  bene- 
fit. So  I  am  at  your  service,  and  will  execute  your  pleasure 
upon  Jo-eph  White." 

The  Knapps  furnished  their  recruit  with  a  dirk  and  blud- 
geon. At  midniglit,  he  entered  the  back  window  witli  a 
dark  lantern,  crept  up  the  froutstairs,  and  entered  the  sleep- 
ing chamber  of  Joseph  White.  He  v/as  asleep.  Dick  struck 
hini  on  Ids  head  with  a  club,  then  turned  down  the  clothes 
and  stabbed  him  thirlei>n  times  in  the  region  of  his  heart; 
then  covered  him  up,  left  the  house,  hid  the  blud:;eon  under 
the  donr-steps  of  a  cliurch,  and  melted  the  dagger.  Uick 
and  the  Knapps  were  taken  up  and  imprisoned.  While 
awaiting  thidr  trial,  Uick  hung  hiuiself.  The  Knapps  were 
tried,  condemned,  and  hunz. 

What  would  you  call  Dick  Crowningshield.'  A  hired 
ASSASSIN  is  the  answer;  and  all  will  insist  that  this  is  the 
only  phrase  ui  tlie  Eiigli-h  language  that  can  truly  designate 
his  eharacter  and  po-ilion.  What  would  you  call  the 
Knapps.'  The  in^tigators  and  prime  movers  in  the  deed — 
the  KMrLOYERs  OF  A  HIKED  ASS.issiN.  The  relation  between 
Crowningshield  and  the  Knapp-i  was  that  of  a  hired  assassin 
to  his  employers.  The  community  would  not  endure  the 
presence  of  tlie  employers  or  the  employed  among  them,  and 
they  put  them  all  to  death. 

ZACHARY  TAYLOR HIS  EMPLOYERS HIS  BUSINESS. 

There  is  a  town  in  Mexico  called  Monterey.  It  contains 
say  twenty  thousand  inhabitants,  more  or  less.  They  never 
injured  the  people  of  the  United  States,  even  in  tliouglu;  yet 
their  existence  is  opposed  to  their  ambicioii,  amnustof  gold, 
and  of  oppre.-^sion.  They  vvish  to  de^troy  the  town  of  Mon- 
terey. Si),  those  who  compose  the  United  Slates,  through 
their  agent-,  the  recruiting  olficers,  go  forth  to  enlist  niiin 
into  their  service.  They  meet  Zaehary  Taylor,  and  ask  him, 
ill  substance: 

"  Will  you  enlist  into  our  service?" 

ZiLchary.  •'  What  do  )oll  wish  me  to  do.'" 

People.  "  We  wish  you  to  kill  the  people  of  Monterey." 

Zacli.  "  What  have  they  dune?" 

People.  "Oh  !  nothing;  only  their  existence  is  opposed  to 
our  inteie.~ts." 

Ziich.  "They  are,  then,  innocent  of  all  evil  intentions  and 
actions  towards  you?" 

People.  "  Yes;  they  never  injured  us,  and  never  intended 
to  injure  us." 

Zach.  "  Why,  then,  do  you  wish  to  kill  them?" 

People.  "  Simply  and  sobdy  because  they  are  in  our  way, 
anil  there  is  no  other  method  to  g  a  rid  of  them." 

Zaih.  "  Would  it  be  right  to  kill  them  ?" 

People.  "  'J'hat  is  our  atlair,  nol  yours.  We  wish  you  to 
enlist  lo  do  our  bidding,  and  kill  whom  we  vvish,  right  or 

WRONG." 

Zii'-.li.  "  But  suppose  Iknoiv  them  tj  he  innocent;  must  I 
kill  tlKun?" 

People.  "  Yes;  if  we  bid  you." 

Zuch.  "_But  suppose  1  believe  that  to  kill  them  would  be 
muroer;  niust  I  do  it?" 

Pejple.  "  Yi's  ;  if  we  bid  you  kill  them.  We  wish  to  en- 
list none  into  our  service  as  sohliers  who  are  not  willing  to 
swear  by  the  great  God  that  they  will  kill  any  and  all  whom 
we  bid  them  kill,  even  though  they  believe  it  would  be  mur- 
der." 

Zuch.  "  How  many  do  you  wi,<h  me  to  kill  ?" 

People.  "No  pattieular  persons  or  number;  but  we  wish 
to  enlist  you  to  butcher  men  by  the  day,  till  we  have  gained 
our  end." 

Ziich.  "  .So,  then,now  I  unriersland  you.  You  wish  ine  to 
enlist  into  your  service,  to  kill  human  hrini^i,  irithout  remind 
to  their  e.uilt  or  innocence,  at  your  hi  hlin^,  <nul  for  your  bene 
fit.  You  wish  me  to  swinu-  by  the  lOiernal  that  i  will  kill 
men,  women,  and  children,  at  your  discretion,  even  tliongh 
I  know  they  are  innocent,  ami  though  I  believe  that  to  kill 
them  would  be  murder?" 

People.  "  Yes;  such  is  our  wish." 

Ziirh.  "  But  suppose  I  should  enlist,  and  then  Jhnuld  not 
be  willing  10  kill  all  whom  you  command  me  lo  kill;  and 
suppose  r  should  wish  to  leave  yonr  service?" 

People.  "  Once  eidisled,  you  must  do  our  bidding,  or  be 
killed  yourself;  and  if  \ou  attempt  lo  leiiveourtervice  with- 
out our  consent,  we  shall  shoot  or  liang  you." 

Ziicti.  "  [low  much  money  will  you  give  me?" 

People.  "  Two  hundred  dollars  a  month." 


Ziich.  "  Well,  the  ministers  and  churches  say  war  is  a 
right  and  Christian  practice.  If  so,  then  it  is  right  to  enlist; 
a'id  when  enlisted,  to  go  for  my  employers,  riiht  or  u-roni;. 
So  I  am  your  man.  Henceforth  I  am  ready  to  kill  all  you 
bid  me  kill,  though  I  know  them  to  be  innocent,  and  though 
I  believe  it  would  be  murder." 

People.  "You  are  the  man  for  us.  <RoufiH  and  Ready' 
is  your  name  henceforth.  We  have  work  on  hand  at  this 
moment." 

Za.h.  "  Name  it,  and  it  is  done." 

People.  "There  is  a  town  in  Me.xico  called  Monterey. 
Go,  sl.ay  its  inhabitants,  and  destroy  it." 

Zach.  "Give  me  the  iiieans,  and  the  deed  is  done." 

9i)  the  means  are  supplied  by  his  employers.  Now,  be- 
hold Zaehary  before  the  devoted  town.  It  is  Sunday.  This 
is  the  day  chosen  liy  him  to  make  the  attack.  Sec  the  scenes 
enacted  by  Zaehary,  the  soldier.  He  is  acting  as  the  iigent 
of  twenty  millions.  Had  he  bombarded  thatcity  asthe  agent 
of  two — how  had  he  been  the  execration  of  mankind  ! 

I  will  not  detain  Senators  by  reading  any  more 
extracts.  1  did  not  know  that  the  time  for  taking 
up  the  special  order  liad  passed,  or  1  should  nol  liave 
trespassed  so  long  on  the  time  of  tlie  Senate. 

Several  Senators.     Go  on. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  will,  then,  if  the  Senate  ^vilI 
bear  with  me,  read  a  few  additional  paragraphs: 

Look  at  that  nursery.  See  that  mother  watching  her  four 
little  ones  lovin2!y  at  play  in  one  corner.  Zaehary  dis- 
charges a  gun  loaded  wim  gripe-shot  at  them;  and  in  a 
moinent  their  hnibs  and  bodies  are  torn  to  friigments,  and 
the  mulher  cits  amid  their  mangled  reniains.  In  another 
nursery  is  an  infant  sleeping  in  the  cradle  ;  the  mother  tils 
by  il  locking  and  tinging  Us  lullaby.  Zaehary  hurl -a  caiinoa 
ba.l  at  tliat  mother  and  infant,  and  tears  them  in  pieces. 

Look  into  that  dining  room.  There  are  a  lather  and 
mother  and  five  children  at  the  dinner  table.  A  ball  thrown 
by  Zaehary  enters,  ami  the  iather  and  children  are  torn  and 
killed  around  the  turviving  mother.  'J'here  is  a  school- 
house.  In  it  are  seventy-five  childien  with  their  teacher. 
Zaehary  tmows  a  boinb->hell  among  them,  it  explodes, 
and  the  torn  limbs  and  dead  bodies  ofril'ty  oi' those  cnihlreu 
are  strewed  al)out,  and  their  teacher  and  companions  are 
covered  with  their  blood  Tnere  is  a  daughter  standimr  by 
her  broken-liearted  father  to  comloit  and  su=iain  him. 
Zaehary  hurls  a  cannon  ball  at  her,  and  cuts  her  body  in 
two,  and  there  she  lies  a  mangled  corpse  before  herfaiher. 

"  Fur  tile  love  of  Heaven  spare  that  house  I"  cries  a  young 
man  to  Zaehary,  as  he  is  aiming  a  deadly  missile  Hi  a  par- 
ticular dwelling.  "  I  care  not  if  every  other  house  in 
TOWN  is  blown  to  ATOMS — but  do  not  destroy  that  one." 

Zaehary.  "  What  is  your  reason?" 

Yumii  man.  "  My  betrothed  lives  there.  She  whom  I  love 
as  my  own  soul." 

Zaehary.  "  All  love  and  domestic  affections  must  be  for- 
gotten here." 

Young  man.  "  But  do  spare  that  one.  One  of  your  own 
companions  begs  you  to  spare  it." 

Zaehary.  "  It  is  the  bidding  and  for  the  interest  of  our  em- 
ployers tliat  that  house  and  all  in  it  should  he  destroyed. 
We  must  go  for  our  employers,  RIGHT  OR  WRO.VG." 

Yo'xngman.  "Osfiareit!  To  what  dingers  is  she  whom 
I  love  exposed  !  Tliiiik  of  the  agony  I  must  feel  to  find  her 
a  mangled  corpse  !" 

Zaehary. — '•  Young  man,  you  seem  to  care  nothing  about 
the  other  houses,  and  are  willing  to  see  them  'blown  lo 
atoms.'  Yet  every  oall  and  bomb-shell  we  tiirow  tc^ars  to 
pieces  some  wife  or  husband,  some  parent  or  child,  some 
brother  or  sister,  all  of  whom  are  objects  of  ariection  lo 
others,  and  their  death  causes  as  much  agony  to  surviving 
relatives  as  the  death  of  yoiirbelrothed  would  to  you.  She 
must  die.  Such  is  the  bidding  and  pleasure  of  my  employ- 
ers." 

A  bomb-shell  is  aimed  at  the  house  ;  and  in  an  instant  it 
is  a  heap  of  ruins.  The  shell  comes  into  the  parlor  where 
the  parents  and  their  children  arc  assiniibled,  and  explodes. 
A  ragged  piece  of  iron  strikes  the  young  woman,  and  tears 
away  iier  head  and  shoulders. 

Says  another  eye-witness  of  the  doings  of  Zaehary:  "It 
was  an  awful  sight  lo  look  upon  the  dead — some  shut  with 
cannon  b.ills  and  some  with  small  shot;  some  with  their 
heads  shjt  oj/— some  with  their  te^s  ojf— some  with  their 
bonds  ici.tlercd  on  the  grjund." 

Sajs  another  eye-wiiness  of  another  scene:  "Bodies  of 
Mexicans  were  lying  all  about  in  every  direction — .'•oine  with 
their  lieads  entirely  or  part  y  shot  off;  others  withnU  le:s  or 
arms;  others  with  their  enirai/s /oin  ou^  I  crejit  about  on 
my  hands  and  knees,  and  ;it  every  few  paces  I  would  come 
across  dead  bodies  ;  and  al  oni-  place,  I  discover!  d  the  body 
of  a  beautiful  Mexian  girl  STAKE!)  through  her  heait." 

The  al)<.ve  is  subttiinlially  a  nuthfnl  narrative  of  deeds 
perpetrated  by  him  and  his  men  in  iMonierey,  and  other 
towns  in  Mexico,  at  the  bidding  and  for  the  benefit  of  his 
religious,  republican  employers.^' 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  If  the  Senator  will  per- 
mit me,  I  would  beg  leave  to  submit  to  liim  whether 
it  is  best  to  detain  the  Sentile  by  reading  more  of 
that  pamphlet.  Enough  has  been  given  to  enable 
us  to  judge  of  its  character.  I  will  hear  the  Sena- 
tor with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure,  but  I  think  he 
ought  not  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate  by  read- 
ing pamplileis. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  know  that  this  thing  is  dis- 
gusting, but  having  the  sanction  of  the  Whigs  of 
New  England,  I  thought  that  it  might  be  agreea- 
ble more  or  less  to  the  ap|)erites  of  some  gentlemen 
here.  I  feel  ihat  perliaps  1  owe  some  apology  for 
occupying  the  attention  of  the  Senaie  S(k  long.  I 
do  noi  charge  the  Whig' party  witii  this  pamphlet, 
but  I  have  quoted  it  in  order  to  vindicate  what  liaa 
fallen  from  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  dangerous  aentimeiiia  of  the  Senator 
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from  New  Hampshire,  presenting  as  it  does  a 
striking  illustration  of  liie  consequences  to  which 
such  sentiments  naturally  lead. 
Mr.  CR[TTENDEN  again  rose. 
Mr.  CASS.  Is  the  Senator  going  to  make  any 
motion.'  The  Senator  from  Texas  has  the  floor 
on  the 'special  order. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  will  not  detain  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  RUSK.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  de- 
sire to  say,  that  I  have  great  pleasure  in  asking 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  to  proceed. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  do  not  intend  to  pro- 
tract this  debate,  but  I  desire  to  acquit  myself  of 
the  personality  of  which  the  honorable  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  seems  to  have  considered 
me  to  be  guilty.  I  did  not  mean  to  say,  sir,  that 
the  gentleman  was  without  patriotism,  or  without 
morality.  No,  sir,  not  at  all.  1  meant  only  to  con- 
test the  proposition  which  he  laid  down,  and  on 
which  his  objections  to  this  vote  of  thanks  rested, 
and  on  whioli  they  could  alone  stand.  It  was  in  ref- 
erence to  that  jH-oposition,  and  not  the  sincerity  of 
the  honorable  gentleman,  that  my  remarks  were 
made;  and  it  was  very  far  from  my  intention,  in- 
deed, to  make  any  such  charge  as  that  he  w^s 
wanting  in  morality  or  patriotism.  The  sentiments 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  entertained  are  of 
such  a  peculiar  character,  that  oiie  can  hardly  fall 
into  the  error  of  supposing  that  they  are  entertain- 
ed from  selfish  motives.  The  gentleman  must  be 
sincere,  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  he  is  sincere;  and 
I  assure  him,  that  no  personality  was  intended  by 
me. 

I  am  a  little  apprehensive  that  the  Senator  from. 
Mississippi  may  have  understood  me  as  going  a 
little  further  than  I  designed  to  be  understood  as 
going  in  relation  to  this  war.  I  think  I  told  you,  at 
the  commencement  of  my  remarks,  that  I  was  not 
one  of  those  who  appro-ved  of  this  war — not  at  all. 
But  I  said  that  the  war,  by  the  act  of  Congress, 
had  become  a  national  war.  It  was  war  according 
to  law;  and  I  had  supposed  that  the  great  principle 
of  republican  government  consists  in  the  combina- 
tion of  the  strength  and  power  of  the  whole  com- 
munity in  executing  the  laws  passed  by  the  major- 
ity of  that  community;  that  I  am  as  much  bound 
to  respect  the  law  passed  in  reference  to  this  war 
as  I  am  in  respect  to  any  law  that  imposed  duties 
or  taxes,  or  regulated  the  conduct  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  With  respect  to  any  of  those  laws, 
the  liberty  of  discussion,  under  the  Constitution, 
and  according  to  every  principle  of  uepublican  gov- 
ernment, is  free  and  unlimited.  It  is  upon  that 
condition  that  every  citizen  of  the  republic  agrees 
to  conform  himself  to,  and  be  governed  by,  the  ma- 
jority, however  repugnant  to  his  ow^g  opinions 
may  be  the  decisions  of  the  majority.  This  free- 
dom of  discussion  is  the  ground  on  which  each  and 
every  individual  may  infer  on  entering  into  the  so- 
cial compact,  that  he  may  safely  and  cheerfully 
agree  to  obey  whatever  law  the  majority  passes 
whilst  discussion  is  left  free;  or,  in  the  words  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  that  error  may  be  tolerated  whilst 
reason  is  left  free  to  combat  it.  That  is  the  prin- 
ciple of  republican  government.  I  do  not  hold 
that  I  oppose  the  war  because  I  discuss  and  ex- 
amine and  reason,  in  order  to  prove  to  you 
that  the  law  ought  to  be  repealed  or  changed  or 
modified,  so  as  to  put  an  end  to  i^his  war.  It  is 
with  respect  to  that  law  as  it  is  in  the  case  of 
every  other  law.  Every  constitutional  law  claims 
the  obedience  of  every  man,  no  matter  whether  it 
be  according  to  his  wishes  or  not.  It  claims  his 
obedience.  But  it  leaves  him  free  to  discuss  it. 
It  leaves  him  free  to  endeavor,  in  the  exercise  of 
all  his  constituijonal  rights,  to  have  the  law  re- 
pealed, no  matter  whether  it  relates  to  peace  or 
war;  and  the  right  is  equally  perfect  in  regard  to 
the  one  as  th'e  other.  Circumstances  may  mod- 
ify, the  exigencies  of  the  country  may  control, 
the  exercise  of  this  right;  but  his  constitutional 
right  as  a  man  and  a  citizen  is  to  discuss  the  law 
fully.  He  ought  to  do  so,  because  he  is  bound  to 
obey  implicitly.  That  is  my  doctrine.  Idonothold 
that  because  a  man  disapproves  of  this  war  and  in 
that  sense  opposes  it — that  he  is  with  one  hand 
endeavorinjc  to  support  the  law  as  a  national  law, 
whilst  with  the  other  he  exercises  his  right  to  put 
an  end  to  that  state  of  things,  he  makes  an  oppo- 
sition to  the  war,  which  in  any  true  sense  of  it  can 
be  regarded  as  unpatriotic.  Soine  gentlemen  run 
itito  the  idea — and  it  seems  to  me  that  my  friend 
from  Mississippi  inclines  to  the  belief— that  any 


degree  of  disapprobation  of  the  war,  every  species 
of  opposition  to  it,  betokens  a  want  of  patriotism 
or  of  courage,  or  of  something  that  belongs  to  hon- 
orable and  patriotic  men. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  thought  that  1  used  the  most 
explicit  language.  I  have  uniformly  used  the  same 
language,  and  it  is  now  on  record,  upholding  free- 
dom of  debate  and  discussion.  But  I  have  said, 
and  repeat  it  now,  that  whenever'  speeches  are 
made  anywhere  in  the  United  Slates  evidently 
intended  to  circulate  in  Mexico — calculated  to  en- 
courage the  enemy  of  the  country — those  speeches 
are  stamped  with  treachery  to  the  country.  I  am 
not  to  be  understood,  however,  as  in  the  slightest 
degree  trenching  on  the  freedom  of  debate.  The 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  is  bound  to  express 
his  sentiments  if  he  entertains  them.  I  only  de- 
plore his  condition,  being  impelled  by  the  peculiar 
character  of  his  intellect  to  adopt  such  sentiments. 
1  am  not  willing  to  shackle  even  him,  certainly  not 
any  other  person.  But  I  see  frequently  newspaper 
articles  which  are  intended  to  circulate  in  Mexico, 
giving  "aid  and  comfort"  to  the  enemy;  and 
speeches  have  been  made  which  we  know  to  have 
had  the  same  effect.  All  know  this.  It  is  a  part 
of  the  history  of  the  country,  and  I  challenge  de- 
nial of  the  statement  that  it  is  soi  In  my  opinion, 
formakingsuch  speeches,  the  punishment  of  hang- 
ing, if  the  law  allowed  it,  should  be  inflicted.  I 
hope  I  am  understood  now.  I  hope  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  will  do  me  justice.  I  know  it  is 
one  thing  simply  to  declare  that  the  war  is  unjust 
and  to  seek  the  repeal  of  the  law,  and  another  to 
become  a  traitor  to  the  country,  in  a  moral  point  of 
view,  by  such  overt  acts  in  favor  of  the  enemy  as 
those  to  which  I  have  alluded.  Let  it  also  be  un- 
derstood that  I  charge  nothing  of  the  kind  upon 
the  Senator. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  regret  that  this  debate 
has  taken  this  excursory  direction,  passing  entirely 
beyond  the  point  to  which  I  supposed  it  would  be 
limited  in  the  first  instance,  otherwise  I  should  not 
have  felt  called  upon  to  obtrude  any  remarks  of 
mine  upon  the  attention  of  the  Senate.  I  believe 
that  the  honorable- Senator  is  of  too  liberal  a  spirit 
himself  lightly  to  impute  to  others  any  want  of 
patriotism,  much  less  to  a  great  party  like  that  of 
the  Whigs.  He  disclaims  any  such  imputation 
with  respect  to  them,  if  I  understood  him.  What, 
sir!  do  the  Whig  party  want  patriotism?  and  shall 
the  Whig  party,  in  retaliation,  charge  the  Demo- 
cratic party  with  a  want  of  patriotism  ?  Then 
who,  in  the  name  of  all  that  is  virtuous,  has  patri- 
otism in  this  wide  republic' 

The  gentleman  imposes  another  limitation  upon 
this  right  of  discussion  in  relation  to  the  war, 
which  it  seems  to  me  cannot  be  maintained.  I 
may  speak  the  more  freely  on  this  subject,  inas- 
much as  that,  though  my  opinions  on  the  war 
have  not  been  withheld,  it  has  not  been  my  lot  to 
participate  so  largely  in  the  discussion  as  many 
others  have,  and  1  doubt  whether  in  all  the  archives 
of  Mexico,  from  the  fortress  of  San  Juan  de  Ulua 
to  the  city  of  Mexico,  one  sentence,  line,  or  word, 
of  any  poor  remarks  that  ever  I  made  here  can  be 
found.  And  I  am  equally  well  assured  that  no 
remarks  of  my  Whig  associates  or  Democratic 
associates  have  been  made  for  any  such  purpose  of 
encouragement  to  Mexico  or  Mgxicans.  These 
remarks  have  been  made  in  the  exercise  of  their 
constitutional  rights  here,  for  the  benefit  of  our 
own  country,  by  the  discussion  of  a  matter  involv- 
ing the  interests  of  our  country. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  am  very  sorry  to  interrupt  the 
Senator.  But  I  had  no  reference  to  speeches  made 
here.  I  alluded  to  speeches  made  in  various  parts 
of  the  United  States — deliberately  made  to  crowds 
assembled,  for  the  purpose  of  being  indoctrinated, 
and  which  the  speaker  knew  would  operate  in 
Mexico,  and  therefore  meriting  all  the  denunci- 
ations which  I  heaped  upon  them;  and  I  only 
regret  that  my  powers  of  sarcasm  are  not  adequate 
to  the  work  of  stigmatizing  them  as  they  deserve. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  accept  the  explanation 
of  the  gentleman.  I  thought  he  had  reference  to 
speeches  here  and  elsewhere.  It  seems  that  he  had 
not  reference  to  speeches  here.  Now,  that  might 
be  his  limitation  of  the  doctrine;  but  since  I  am 
upon  the  subject,  allow  me  to  say,  that  I  know 
well  that  that  is  not  the  limitation  put  by  presses 
now  advocating  the  doctrine.  We  are  told  that 
this  war  with  Mexico  has  been  inflamed — that  the 
obstinacy  of  the  Mexican  |)eople  has  been  increased 
by  their  knowledge  of  what  is  said  and  done  by 


Whigs,  and  Whig  newspapers.  That  is  boldly 
affirmed  every  day.  The  liberty  of  speech  is  cefi- 
sured.  We  are  told  by  these  same  presses,  that 
instead  of  exercising  the  rights  of  honorable  gen- 
tlemen, and  those  whicji  appertain  to  the  more 
dignified  and  important  character  of  representa- 
tives, we  ought  to  be  silent  in  regard  to  a  matter 
in  which  the  interests  of  the  country  are  concerned, 
and  follow  in  mute  submission,  whatever  is  done 
by  the  Executive  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me  to 
interrupt  him  again  for  a  moment,  I  would  state 
that  a  distinguislied  member  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives from  the  State  of  Kentucky  has  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  General  Marshall,  stating  the 
fact  that  we  might  have  had  a  treaty  of  peace  but 
for  the  speech  of  a  distinguished  citizen  of  Ken- 
tucky, with  certain  resolutions,  which  induced  the 
leading  men  of  Mexico  to  wheel  about,  and  raised 
a  universal  expectation  of  a  pronunciainento  by 
which  Mr.  Polk  would  be  turned  out  of  the  White 
House,  and  a  certain  distinguished  gentlemen  from 
Kentucky  be  brought  in,  from  whom  such  a  peace 
could  be  obtained  as  would  accord  with  their  no- 
tions of  justice  and  humanity.  I  state  this  as  a 
matter  of  fact.  We  all  know  that  this  kind  of  in- 
telligence circulates  freely  in  Mexico.  No  man 
can  deny  it.  I  did  not  charge  any  bad  intentions 
at  all  to  the  distinguished  gentleman  in  Kentucky 
who  made  the  speech,  but  the  effect  has  been  pro- 
duced by  it  which  was  predicted  at  the  time  by 
myself  and  thousands  of  others. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  do  not  doubt  that  such 
a  letter  had  been  written,  and  that  such  is  the  opin- 
ion entertained  by  the  writer.  The  gentleman  is 
well  known,  and  with  him  I  have  always  sus- 
tained the  most  friendly  relations;  but,  although 
I  do  not  know  what  effect  his  military  career  may 
have  had,  his  politics  were  of  the  severest  and  most 
heated  character  when  he  went  to  Mexico.  I  pre- 
sume he  retains  those  opinions,  and  is  therefore 
very  ready,  from  his  political  bias,  to  place  upon 
any  act  of  the  honorable  gentleman  alluded  to — 
one  of  my  most  distinguished  fellovi^-citizens,  Mr.-. 
Clay — we  need  not  conceal  his  name — an  unfavor- 
able construction.  It  is  quite  likely  that  General 
Marshall  may  have  entertained  the  opinion  that 
we  should  have  had  a  peace  before  now  had  it  not 
been  for  Mr.  Clay's  speech;  but  I  put  it  in  all  can- 
dor to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi  to 
say  whether  a  speech  delivered  by  Mr.  Clay  in 
November  last  in  Kentucky  has  found  such  access 
to  the  mind  of  Mexico  as  to  present 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  do  believe  that  his  magnetic 
influence  may  have  been  as  great  as  that  described. 
The  Mexicans  are  a  peculiar  people — semi-bar- 
barous— accustomed  to  pronunciamentos,  and,  of 
course,  judge  our  country  by  their  own.  I  judge, 
from  the  evidence  before  me,  that  they  expect  a 
pronunciainento  here,  which  I  think,  though,  they 
will  expect  a  Ions:  time  before  it  shall  occur. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  am  glad  that  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  Mississippi  cannot  say  that  he 
believes  that  it  is  so.  He  is  very  ingenious  in 
giving  reasons  why  it  might  possibly  have  been 
so;  bat  he  is  not  quite  satisfied  that  it  is  so;  and 
how  can  he — how  can  any  man  believe  that  a  few 
scraps  of  newspapers,  and  a  handbill  or  two, 
placed  in  the  great  scales  of  peace  and  war  in  Mex- 
ico, really  turned  the  balance  and  inclined  them 
in  the  favor  of  war.'  Why,  what  do  we  know  of 
Mexico?  We  know  that  the  leading  men  want 
peace.  They  cannot  make  peace,  and  why?  Be- 
cause the  inasses  of  the  people  have  become  ex- 
asperated against  us,  and  those  holding  the  reins 
of  government  dare  not,  for  fear  of  popular  ven- 
geance, make  peace.  I'he  great  masses  of  the 
Mexican  people  cannot  read — they  know  nothing 
about  our  speeches,  and  nothing  about  our  parlies, 
and  yet  they  are  the  people  that  are  for  war.  They 
are  the  exasperated  people  that  insist,  madly  in- 
sist, on  continuing  this  contest.  That  is  the 
account  which  I  receive.  That  is  the  general  tone 
of  all  the  accounts.  It  is  natural  and  reasonable. 
But  the  idea  is  absurd,  that  the  people  of  Mexico, 
with  patriotic  feelings  as  strongly  felt  as  in  our 
own  case,  should  be  like  a  weathercock,  moved  by 
an  article  in  a  newspaper — a  speech  in  Massachu- 
setts or  Kentucky — or  any  jirocess  of  logical  rea- 
soning. Yet  it  is  put  forward  to  the  public  as 
having  an  effect  of  that  kind,  and  that  is  insisted 
upon  for  the  purpose  of  controUins:  and  regulating 
our  conduct  and  opinions  here.  Well,  I  trust  that 
I  am  incapable  in  any  circumstances  of  making  a 
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speech  that  can  be  justly,  or  truly,  or  in  any  par- 
ticular sense,  considered  as  hostile  to  my  country. 
I  trust  that,  having  the  liberty  of  free  and  full 
discussion,  whenever  and  wherever  I  think  that 
mv  duty  requires  its  exercise,  or  it  is  my  pleasure 
louse  it,  I  shall  freely  exercise  it.  That  is  the 
reason,  sir,  why  I  boast  that  I  am  an  American 
citizen — why  we  all  boast  that  we  are  American 
citizens.  But  the  moment  we  have  a  war,  we  are 
to  be  silent;  and  the  more  questionable  may  be  the 
character  of  that  war,  the  tnore  stringent  is  to  be 
the  denial  of  the  right  of  freedom  of  speech  !  Why, 
sir,  that  is  the  very  time  when  we  ought  to  speak 
out.  If  JVlexico  is  so  sensitive  to  the  principles 
and  opinions  upon  which  we  act,  and  by  which 
we  are  governed  in  this  country,  she  ought  to  know 
this,  that  however  we  may  question,  in  our  legisla- 
tive capacity,  the  ju.*;tice  and  propriety  of  this  war, 
so  long  as  it  commues — so  long  as  it  is  a  national 
war,  made  so  by  our  laws,  everybody — those  who 
think  it  just,  and  those  who  tliink  it  unjust,  unite 
their  strength  to  carry  it  on;  that  the  strength  of 
the  whole  is  to  execute  the  will  of  the  majority. 
That  is  the  fundamental  principle  of  our  Govern- 
ment, and  that  Mexico  ought  to  know.  What 
"comfort,"  then,  can  Mexico  derive  from  our 
questioning  the  propriety  of  the  war?  If  she  knew 
how  to  esTimate  it  aright,  she  will  see  the  most 
formidable  of  all  enemies  in  that  very  community 
which,  while  its  members  discuss  the  propriety 
of  anything,  they  fully  unite  in  their  combined 
strength  in  executing  whatever  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jorily  may  determine.  And  that  is  what  Mexico 
must  know  and  learn,  if  she  reads  to  any  advan- 
tage what  we  say  and  publish.  But  the  effort  of 
certain  portions  of  the  press  has  been  to  enforce 
silence  on  this  whole  subject,  to  control  us  by  a 
sort  of  new-made  editorial  sedition-law!  A  few 
scraps  of  newspapers  have  been  found  in  Mexico, 
and  oh!  ft)rsoi)th,  what  swelling  tirades  of  trea- 
son— treachery — combinations  of  our  own  coun- 
trymen against  our  own  country  and  in  favor  of 
Mexico!  Can  anything  be  more  palpable,  sir, 
^han  the  outrageous  violation  of  liberty  of  discus- 
sion and  freedom  of  the  press  which  is  thus  dis- 
played? 

1  regret  that  I  have  trespassed  so  long  on  the 
time  of  the  Senate.  I  believe  that  I  owe  you  an 
apology.  I  rose  simply  to  make  a  few  remarks 
on  this  resolution,  from  which  we  have  so  far  de- 
parted, that  it  has  almost  been  forgotten.  1  hope 
the  question  will  be  taken  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi.  The  Senate  will 
not  expect  that  I  intend  to  enter  into  this  discus- 
sion. Indeed ,  I  regret  that  the  discussion  has  been 
thought  necessary  by  any  one;  and  I  hope,  with 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  that  we  will  return 
immediately  to  the  resolution  from  which  we  never 
should  iiave  wandered.  It  should  be  allowed  to 
remain  on  the  ground  assumed,  a  simple  vote  of 
thanks,  in  which  the  justice  of  the  war,  its  policy, 
the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  on  the  subject,  can- 
not, with  any  propriety,  be  at  all  involved.  Offi- 
cers have  no  other  right  than  to  refuse  to  obey  an 
unconstitutional  order.  The  power  to  declare  war 
was  vested  by  the  Constitution  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Stases,  and  when  they  declared  the  war, 
it  cannot  be  unconstitutional.  The  officer  obeys 
the  order  he  receives  as  an  executive  officer,  and, 
upon  the  vole  of  thanks,  involving  only  the  con- 
Bideration  whether  he  has  faithfully  di-scharged  his 
duty,  we  might  expect  the  union  of  which  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  has  spoken — the  union  of 
the  whole  country  on  a  question  which  has  but 
two  sides — the  side  of  our  country,  and  the  side  of 
the  foreigners  with  whom  we  are  at  war.  Party 
lines  cannot  enter  into  the  consideration  of  such 
a  question,  whilst  patiiotism  exists.  There  may 
be  a  faction — there  will  he  a  faction — in  all  times 
there  has  bt-en  a  faction,  that  would  raise  its  croak- 
ing voice,  when  the  people,  with  one  accord,  send 
up  their  paeans  of  thanks  or  prayers  for  success. 
Yes,  .sir,  the  American  people,  rejoicing  over  their 
inde|)cndence,  just  accpiired — exulting  in  the  pos- 
scdHion  of  civil  liberty,  iit  the  close  of  our  Revolu- 
lion,  returned  their-  tliank.s  to  Almighty  God,  who 
had  held  them  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand,  and  yet, 
in  the  emphatic  and  classic  language  of  Patrick 
Henry,  one  croaker  was  fcjund  whose  discordant 
voice  attempted  to  disturb  the  harmony.  The 
good  sense  of  that  day  turned  in  loathing  and  dis- 
gust away.  Why  not  do  so  now?  Why  shall 
we  pause  to  enter  into  this  long  discussion  about 
foregone    conclusions    before    tha   question   was 


raised  ?  Must  President-making,  too,  be  involved 
in  a  resolution  of  thanks  to  gallant  officers?  If  so, 
and  if  the  great  result  which  has  been  deprecated  is 
to  come,  and  the  army  is  to  make  your  President,  I 
would  rather  receive  him  from  them  than  from  the 
hands  of  fanaticcs.  But  here  stands  a  soldier  whose 
life  has  been  wholly  devoted  to  his  country — whose 
services  accumulating  one  by  one,  have  become  a 
pyramid,  as  beautiful  for  its  smiplicity  as  it  is 
sublime  for  its  grandeur — one  which  can  stand  like 
the  commemorative  monument  of  Bunker  Hill,  a 
plain  and  noble  obelisk,  with  its  head  amid  the 
clouds,  and  despising  the  assaults  of  the  creeping 
things  that  crawl  around  its  base  ! 

I  trust  that  the  feelings  of  gallant  men  will  not 
be  as-sailed  when  the  country  comes  to  thank  them 
for  services  done  to  the  whole  country.  I  trust, 
sir,  that  the  Senate  will  no  longer  engage  in  a  dis- 
cussion, not  one  point  of  which  bears  upon  the 
question  at  issue;  and  that,  leaving  whatever  of 
croaking  there  may  be  to  disturb  the  harmony  of 
the  people's  thanks,  we  will  test  the  question  by  a 
vote  of  the  Senate,  allowing  those  who  refuse  to 
yield  their  thanks  to  the  gallant  soldier  to  go  before 
the  country  in  the  issue. 

Mr.  HALE  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
passage  of  the  joint  resolution,  and  they  were  or- 
dered. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Bad- 
g(^r,  Bagby,  Hell,  Benton,  Berrien,  Bradbury,  Ureesc,  Briijht, 
Butler,  CaDioun,  Cameron,  Cass,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Corwin, 
Crittenden,  Davis  of  Ma-ssacliusctts,  Davis  ot"  Mississippi, 
Oayton,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Downs,  Felch,  Foote,  Greene, 
Houston,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana, Johnson  of  Geortjia,  Mangum,  Mason,  Miller,  Moor, 
Niles,  Rusk,  Sevier,  Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  Upham, 
VVestcott,  and  Yulee— 47. 

NAY— Mr.  Hah;— 1. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUSK,  the  vote  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  resolution  in  relation  to  General  Scott 
was  reconsidered,  with  a  view  to  give  Senators  not 
in  their  seats  at  the  time  of  taking  the  question  an 
opportunity  to  record  their  names. 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  the  question 
was  again  put  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Bad- 
ger, Basby,  Bell,Benlun,  Berrien, Bradbury,  Breese,  Bright, 
Butler,  Cameron,  Cass,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Conviii,  Crittenden, 
Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Dick- 
inson, Dix,  Downs,  Felch,  Foofe,  Greene,  Hannegan, 
Houston,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana, Johnson  of  Georgia,  Mangum,  Mason,  Miller,  Moor, 
Niles,  Rusk,  Sevier,  Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  VVest- 
cott, and  Yulee — 46. 

NAY— Mr.  Hale— 1. 

It  being  near  three  o'clock  when  the  resolutions 
were  disposed  of,  the  special  order  was  postponed, 
and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  ex- 
ecutive business;  and, after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TnuRSD.w,  February  17,  1848. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  certain  testimony 
taken  at  New  York,  relating^to  the  contested  elec- 
tion for  the  sixth  Congi-essional  district  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Elections. 

Mr.  SAWYER,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
remove  the  land  office  from  Upper  Sandusky  to 
Defiance,  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  Read  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CONGER,  by  leave,  from  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  to  which  was  referred  the  report  and 
maps  of  Lieutenant  Emory,  containing  the  rejiort 
of  Captain  Cook,  the  report  and  maps  of  Lieuten- 
ant Abert,  and  the  journal  of  Captain  Johnson, 
reported  the  fcjllowing  lesoluiion  : 

Resolved,  That  1(1,000  extra  copies  of  each  of  said  reports 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House  ;  and  that  of  said  num- 
ber, 2;JU  copies  be  furnished  for  the  use  ol' Lieutenant  Emory, 
Captain  Cook,  and  Lieutenant  Abert,  respectively. 

Mr.  PIENLEY  wished  to  obtain  the  car  of  the 
House  for  a  moment,  while  he  slated,  in  connec- 
tion with  this  lesolulion,  the  fact,  that  all  questions 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing  should  be 
reported  on  immediately  after  they  were  referred 
and  examined.  If  not,  the  consequence  would 
frequently  be  a  great  loss  to  the  Government;  for, 
when  the  documents  were  submitted  to  the  House, 
before  the  coinniitiee  had  lime  to  examine  the 
question  of  printing,  the  usual  number  were  order- 
ed, printed, and,  before  the  committee  had  opportu- 
nity to  report,  the  composition  might  bedistribuled; 


and  the  consequence  was,  when  the  Cominittee  on 
Printing  afterwards  reported  in  favor  of  an  extra 
number,  the  House  were  obliged  to  pay  for  addi- 
tional composition.  What  he  proposed  was,  that 
the  House  should  now  adopt  a  rule,  of  which  he 
had  given  previous  notice,  similar  to  that_  which 
was  in  force  with  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  and  one  other  committee,  at  least — 
that  it  should  be  in  order  for  the  Committee  on 
Printing  to  report  at  any  time.  It  would  not  inter- 
fere with  the  business  of  the  House,  and  would,  as 
he  had  before  said,  save  a  large  amount  of  money, 
which  would  otherwise  be  paid  for  additional  com- 
position when  the  matter  had  already  been  taken 
down. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Printing  was  put, 
and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Henley,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PALFREY  asked  leave  to  off'er  the  follow- 
ing resolution;  which  was  objected  to: 

Resolved,  (as  the  sense  of  this  House.)  That  the  war  now 
waging  by  the  United  States  against  the  Republic  of  Mexico 
ought  forthwith  to  cease. 

Resolved,  (as  the  sen.se  of  this  House,)  That  such  an 
amount  of  money,  and  no  more,  ought  to  bp  placed  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Executive  government,  for  the  land  and  naval 
forces  of  this  Republic  now  within  the  territory  and  on  the 
coasts  of  Mexico,  as  will  be  a  sufficient  and  liberal  provision 
for  the  return  of  said  forces  to  the  United  States. 

THE   LOAN  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEPHENS,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  (Mr.  Botts,  of  Virginia,  in  the 
chair)  on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  not  to  exceed, 
the  sum  of  $18,500,000. 

The  question  pending  when  the  committee  rose 
yesterday  was  onagreeing  to  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Hall,  of  New  York,  viz:  to  amend  the 
1st  section  by  adding,  between  the  words  "  so  bor- 
rowed shall'  and  the  words  "  be  applied,"  &c.,  the 
words  "  on  being  first  duly  appropriated  therefor." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  second  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Hall,  viz:  strike  out  the  words  "which 
stock,"  near  the  end  of  the  1st  section,  and  insert, 
in  lieu  thereof,  the  words  "  and  the  stock  issued  on 
such  loan."     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetta,  moved  to  add  at 
the  end  of  the  Tst  section,  the  following:  "  And  no 
certificate  of  stock  shall  be  issued  under  this  act 
until  the  President  shall  have  nominated  and  the 
Senate  oonfirmed  three  commissioners,  fully  au- 
thorized to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the 
Mexican  Government,  on  principles  of  reciprocal 
justice  to  both  countries." 

Mr.  KING  remarked,  that  he  was  desirous  of 
drawing  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  amcnd- 
lYient  which  he  had  proposed.  It  simply  provided 
that  the  President  should,  with  the  advice  of  the 
Senate,  appoint  three  commissioners  to  treat  with 
Mexico  on  terms  of  reciprocal  justice.  When  the 
war  commenced,  nearly  two  years  ago,  we  were 
told  that  this  war  was  to  bring  u|ion  us  a  peace  in 
three  months.  Now,  at  the  end  of  more  than 
twenty  months,  we  were  as  far  from  peace,  appa- 
rently, as  we  were  th§n.  He  wanted  the  country 
to  make  some  demonstration  that  it  is  in  earnest 
upon  this  subject — that  v/e  are  determined  to  have 
a  peace  on  some  fair  and  honorable  terms. 

We  were  told,  some  two  years  ago,  that  ".the 
heart  of  this  great  nation  must  be  prepared  for 
war;"  and  the  heart  of  this  great  nation  had  been 
prepared  for  war.  The  Executive  did  not  dare  to 
wage  a  war  with  oiu-  equal.  Great  Britain,  but 
commenced  a  war  with  poor,  feeble  Mexico.  The 
heart  of  this  great  nation  -must  be  prepared  for 
war!  Ita|ipearcd  to  him  that  tlTc  burning  thirst 
of  this  great  nation,  by  this  time,  must  be  slaked 
with  the  blood  which  had  been  shed  m  this  war. 
From  the  official  j^eports,  we  were. informed  that 
more  than  twenty  thousand  Mexicans  had  either 
been  killed  or  wounded  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
war,  and  nearly  seven  thousancl  Americans. 

Surely  this  should  be  enough.  But  if  this  was 
not  enough  of  blood  to  slake  the  burning  thirst  of 
this  great  people,  let  us  add  to  it  the  tears  of  the 
scores  of  thousands  of  widows  and  orphans,  and 
friends  of  those  who  had  perished,  miserably  per- 
ished, in  this  most  miserable  war.  And  if  it  was 
necessary  also  to  take  into  the  account,  to  satisfy 
this  horrid  god  of  war,  the  treasure  which  had 
been  expended,  he  suppo.sed  three  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars  would  not  be  an  over-estimate,  if 
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we  included  that  expended  by  the  Mexicans  as 
well  as  the  Americans.  In  the  name  of  humanity, 
he  asked  if  all  this  was  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  this 
burning  heart  of  the  nation,  which  had  thus  been 
"  prepared  for  war"  by  the  present  Administra- 
tion ? 

His  anftndment  proposed  the  appointment  of 
three  toramissioners  to  treat  with  Mexico  and  give 
assurance  of  our  desire  to  settle  this  difficulty  on 
terms  of  justice  and  magnanimity.  We  surely 
had  three  men  in  tliis  country  who  might  be  desig- 
nated by  the  President,  to  be  approved  by  the 
Senate 

Mr.  K.  was  here  arrested  by  the  fall  of  the  ham- 
mer, announcing  the  expiration  of  the  five  minutes 
which  are  allowed  by  the  rules  for  explaining  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  HARALSON  rai.sed  the  point  that  the 
amendment  was  out  of  order,  on  the  ground  of 
irrelevancy. 

The  CHAIRMAN  overruled  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  asked  for  tellers  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment,  which  were  not  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was 
rejected  without  a  division. 

The  second  section  was  read. 

Mr.  SAWYER  moved  to  amend  it  by  inserting 
after  the  words  "  certificates  of  stock,"  where  they 
first  occur,  the  following:  "  No  one  of  which  sliall 
be  of  a  less  amount  than  one  hundred  dollars.'' 
Rejected. 

Mr.  SAWYER  then  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  the  following: 

Jlnd  provided,  also,  That  whenever  required  so  to  do, 
the  Secietniy  of  the  Treasury  shall  'cause  to  be  attached  to 
any  certificiile  or  certificates  to  be  issued  under  this  act 
coupons  of  interest;  and  any  certificate  having  such  coupons 
of  interest  attached  to  it  may  be  transferable  by  delivery  of 
the  certificate,  instead  of  being  assignable  on  the  books  of 
the  treasury. 

Mr.  SAWYER  wished  to  state  some  reasons 
for  striking  out  this  proviso.  In  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  these  stocks  were  made  transferable  on 
the  books  of  the  department;  in  this  proviso  they 
were  made  transferable,  at  the  option  of  the  holder, 
by  delivery,  not  by  assignment.  He  had  moved 
to  add,  that  no  certificates  of  stock  less  than 
$100  should  be  issued;  but  that  amendment  had 
been  rejected.  He  now  moved  to  strike  out  this 
proviso;  if  it  was  retained-,  if  the  present  form  of 
the  bill  was  preserved,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury might  issue  one  dollar  bills.  There  was 
nothing  to  prevent  it,  and  they  were  transferable 
by  delivery.  By  that  means  they  could  make, 
under  this  bill,  as  good  a  United  States  bank  as 
ever  was.  They  might  issue  every  certificate  of 
this  stock  in  one  dollar  bills.  There  was  no  limit 
to  the  number  of  them.  He  proposed  to  strike 
out  the  proviso,  so  as  to  make  the  certificates  trans- 
ferable only  on  the  books  of  the  treasury. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  More- 
head^  yesterday  oljserved  in  his  remarks  that  this 
bill,  reported  by  the  majority  of  the  committee, 
was  the  bill  recommended  by  Mr.  Walker,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  with  a  slight  exception, 
which  was,  that  it  did  not  provide  for  the  issue  of 
treasury  notes.  That  exception  made  the  whole 
difference.  The  treasury  notes  provided  for  in  the 
substitute,  reported  by  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee, were  not  to  be  of  denominations  less  than 
ft,50.  But,  by  the  bill,  all  these  certificates  could 
be  one  dollar  certificates,  and  they  were  tranfer- 
able  by  delivery. 

But  gentlemen  miglu,  say,  while  we  have  the 
present  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
there  will  be  no  dangerof  having  these  small  issues. 
Well,  that  might  be  so;  but  we  had  no  guarantee 
that  hereafter,  when  another  Administration  came 
into  power,  we  might  not  have  them,  and  the 
coimtry  flooded,  under  authority  of  this  majority 
bill,  with  Government  one-dollar  bills.*  Genlle- 
nicn  on  the  other  side  of  this  House  had  now  the 
opportunity,  and  he  called  upon  them  to  com(^ut 
and  declare  to  the  people  of  thi.?  country  that  they 
did  not  desire  by  the  measure  to  make  a  Govern- 
ment bank,  as  they  had  charged  that  those  with 
whom  he  acted  would  make  by  the  issue  of  these 
treasury  notes.     These  were  his  objections  to  the 
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bill,  and  he  called  on  gentlemen  to  meet  the  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  VINTON,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the 
opportunity  to  say  a  few  words  in  explanation, 
moved  to  accept  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
viso. The  reason  for  the  provisoes  to  which  his 
colleague  [Mr.  Sawyer]  took  exception  was  this: 
This  bill  proposed  that  certificates  of  stock  shall 
be  transferred  on  tlie  books  of  the  Register.  This 
\vas  the  ordinary  mode.  But  it  was  supposed, 
that  if  any  part  of  it  should  go  into  the  hands  of 
foreigners,  they  would  desire  coupons.  The  stock 
authorized  by  the  act  of  1842  was  tranferable  on 
the  books  of  the  Register,  but  subsequently  a  pro- 
vision was  inserted  like  that  which  this  bill  con- 
tained, because  foreigners  who  take  stock  are 
accustomed  to  and  therefore  prefer  coupons.  The 
two  provisoes  of  this  bill  amount  to  thi.*! :  that  the 
holder  of  stock  who  desired  the  evidence  of  his 
ownership  to  he  on  the  books  of  the  Register  might 
have  it  so,  and  those  who  desired  the  other  mode 
might  have  it.  He  knew  not  any  law  in  which 
there  had  been  a  limitation  of  the  amount  of  the 
stock  to  be  issued.  He  was  not  apprehensive  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  enter  upon 
the  plan  of  issuing  dollar  certificates,  as  his  col- 
league appeared  to  apprehend.  If  his  colleague 
[Mr.  Sawyer]  thought  the  Secretary  wotild  do  so, 
he  (Mr.  V.)  had  no  objection  to  the  restriction. 
He  then  withdrew  his  motion,  having  only  made 
it  to  give  himself  an  opportunity  to  make  these 
observations. 

Mr.  SAWYER  replied,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  was  not  afraid  that  the  Secretary  would  do 
it,  still  there  could  be  no  impropriety  in  the  amend- 
ment, which  would  put  itout  of  the  power  of  the 
Secretary  to  do  it. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  had  already  told  the  gen- 
tleman he  had  no  objection  to  the  amendment, 
though  all  the  laws  heretofore  passed  have  no  such 
restriction.  He  had,  however,  he  repeated,  no  ob- 
jection to  this  bill  undergoing  the  modification  sug- 
gested by  his  colleague. 

Mr.  McKAY  hoped  his  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Sawyer]  would  withdraw  his  proposition;  for  as 
the  bill  now  stood,  facilities  would  be  afforded  by 
it  for  the  negotiation  of  the  loan.  He  v/ould,  how- 
ever, be  willing  to  limit  the  issuing  of  stock  to 
sums  not  less  than  $50.  He  might  be  willing  to 
go  to  $100,  but  he  should  not  be  willing  to  make 
any  provision  that  would  prevent  people  of  moder- 
ate means  lending  to  their  Government  their  $50 
or  $100.  Many  had  small  sums  who  could  not 
lend  large  amounts,  and  he  was  desirous  to  give 
them  the  opportunity  to  invest  those  small  means 
on  the  security  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  SAWYER  complied  with  the  request  of 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  and  withdrew 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  McKAY  then  submitted  another  proviso, 
"  that  no  certificate  of  stock  shall  be  issued  for 
less  amounts  than  $50."  This  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

"Mr.  WM.T.  LAWRENCE  proposed  to  add, 
after  the  word  "certificates,"  the  words  "of  not 
less  than  $500  each." 

Mr.  McLANEsaid  this  amendment  was  incon- 
sistent with  the  preceding  one,  adopted  on  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  McKay.]  He,  therefore,  moved  to  strike 
out  "  $500"  and  insert  "  $50."  He  was  desirous 
to  obviate  all  prohibitions  of  deposits  by  small 
capitalists. 

After  some  conversation  thereon,  Mr.  McLANE 
withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Law- 
rence,] and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  GREGORY  moved  to  add,  after  the  word 
"  par,"  the  words  "  in  the  city  of  New  York,  or 
be  hypothecated  for  any  loan  of  money  thereon." 
Rejected. 

Mr.  MEADE  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  pro- 
viso, in  these  words:  "  Provided,  That  no  part  of 
said  stock  be  sold  below  par."  He  presumed  it 
was  not  intended  by  the  House  to  leave  the  Gov- 
ernment without  money,  in  case  its  stock  should 


be  a  quarter  or  a  half  cent  below  par.  The  Gov- 
ernment must  have  money  to  meet  the  expenses 
which  it  has  incurred,  whetlier  its  stock  Was  above 
or  below  par,  and  he  .supposed  money,  like  every- 
thing else,  had  a  market  value. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  GENTRY  moved  to  insert  after  the  word 
"  par,"  the  words  "  until  the  same  shall  have  been 
advertised  a  reasonable  time,  and  proposals  for 
subscription  to  said  loan  invited;  and  the  said 
Secretary,  if  he  deem  it  for  the  interest  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  so  to  do,  is  hereby  authorized  to  accept 
such  proposals  as  shall  offer  the  highest  price  for 
said  stock,  or  any  part  thereof^" 

Mr.  G.  said  the  hill  under  consideration  proposed 
to  authorize  the  Government  to  obtain  a  loan,  to 
the  amount  of  sixteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  issue 
Government  stock  at  six  per  cent.,  but  he  \^as  not 
allowed  to  sell  it  below  par.  He  (Mr.  G.)  pro- 
posed to  remove  this  restriction.  This  money  was 
needed  to.  meet  the  liabilities  already  incurred,  and 
to  pay  for  contracts  already  made;  and,  though 
they  learned  from  the  papers  of  the  day  that  Gov- 
ernment six  per  cent,  stock  was  selling  at  par,  it 
was  a  well-known  fact  that  nothing  was  so  fluctua- 
ting as  the  market  value  of  stocks.  To-day  it  might 
be  at  par;  to-morrow  at  a  pretTiium;  and  the  next 
day  below  par.  No  man  could  foresee  for  six  daya 
what  the  market  value  would  be;  no  man  could 
say  what  the  Government  stock  would  sell  at  six, 
eight,  or  ten  dav.s  hence;  nor  could  any  man  say 
when  the  drafts  drawn  on  the  Government  in  Mex- 
ico would  be  sent  in.  But  the  Government  must 
have  the  means  to  meet  them,  come  when  they 
might,  and  also  its  other  liabilities.  He  held  it  to 
belhe  duty  of  this  Congress,  in  authorizing  a  loan, 
to  put  it  in  such  a  shape  as  would  enable  the  Gov- 
ernment to  meet  its  liabilities  in  all  events  that 
might  occur.  That  it  was  the  duty  of^his  Govern- 
ment to  maintain  its  credit  would  be  controverted 
by  none;  but,  under  the  existing  circumstances  in 
which  the  Government  was  now  placed,  it  seemed 
to  him  that  every  consideration  of  patriotism  and 
sound  policy  required  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  guard  against  the  possible  occurrence  of 
this  nation  presenting  before  the  nations  of  the 
earth  the  spectacle  of  being  a  borrower,  and  yet 
unable  to  borrow  in  the  market.  He  hoped  tlie 
opinion  which  had  been  expressed,  that  this  six 
per  cent,  stock  could  be  negotiated  would  be  real- 
ized. The  adoption  of  his  amendment  would  in 
no  degree  change  that  state  of  things.  He  knew 
it  woiild  be  objected  to  his  amendment,  that  if  it 
were  adopted,  capitalists  might  combine  and  com- 
pel the  Government  to  sell  its  stock  below  par;  but 
he  could  not  think  that  such  a  combination  need 
be  apprehended.  This  was  a  very  broad  Union; 
nay,  the  Secretary  was  not  even  restricted  to  this 
Union;  he  could  send  agents  abroad,  if  he  pleased. 
Such  a  combination,  then,  he  could  not  think  any 
capitalists  here  would  attempt,  and,  if  they  did,  he 
saw  nothing  to  fear  from  it. 

The  Chairman's  hammer  announced  the  expira- 
tion of  the  gentleman's  five  minutes. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  j5or- 
tion  of  the  amendment  which  provided  for  adver- 
tising, with  a  view  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  reply 
to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  He  would 
say  to  that  gentleman,  that  the  experiment  had 
been  tried  which  he  desired  again  to  hazard,  and 
the  result  was,  that  the  stocks  of  the  Government 
direetly  after  went  down  in  a  most  ruinous  man- 
ner—even as  low  as  thirty  per  cent,  on  stock,  and 
fifty  per  cent,  on  treasury  notes.  This,  he  was 
understood  to  say,  was  during  the  war  of  1814; 
since  which  time  there  has  been  no  authority 
to  sell  six  per  cent,  stock  for  less  than  par.  Dis- 
asterhad  attended  asubscquent  similarexpcrmient 
and  such  would  be  the  result  now,  and  the  credit  ot 
the  Government  would  be  seriously  aflcctcd.  Kallier 
than  adopt  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  trom 
Tennessee, he  would  make  the  stock  a  seven, eight, 
or  even  ten  per  cent,  stock.  That  was  all  he  had 
to  say,  and  he  now  withdrew  his  amcndinent.        ^ 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Gektrv  s 
amendment,  and  i,t  wus  rejected. 
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The  third  section  was  read. 

Mr.  GllIN^'ELL  offered  the  following  substi- 
tute for  ii: 

"^iiidhc  il  further  enacted.  That  the  Socretary  of  the  Treas- 
«ry  bf ,  ami  he  i^  herohy,  authorized  to  receive  proposals  for 
tha  talcinu  of  such  loaii,  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof;  and 
fiiat  before  disposing  of  the  said  ?t'ick,  issued  for  snch  loan, 
th  '  .Secret;iry  of  tiie  Treasury  shall  cause  to  be  inserted  in 
tun  puhlic  nVn-tpaper-;  printed  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
anil  t'vo  public  new.-papers  printi'd  in  tile  principal  city  or 
capital  of  each  State,  an  advertisement  staling  that  bids  and 
jiroposals  lor  such  loan'will  be  received  until  a  certain  day, 
to  bo  spscilied  fii  such  aUvertisenu ut,  not  more  than  sixty 
days  or  less  than  twenty  days  from  the  time  lof  the  first  in- 
sertion of  said  advertisement  in  tlie.  two  newspapers  in  the 
city  of^  VVashinston,  and  staling  the  amount  of  the  loan 
required  and  in  what  instalments,  and  wlicn  and  where  it 
will  be  required  to  he  paid ;  and  the  said  Secretary  may  pay 
sucii  expenses  as  may  lie  necessarily  incurred  in  printing 
and  issuing  certilicatps  of  stock,  and  other  expenses  inci- 
dent to  the  execution  of  this  act,  wliieli  shall  not  Iti  all  exceed 
the  sum  of  .'JIG.OOO,  which  sum  of  ,*15.000  is  hereby  appro- 
priated for  these  purposes,  and  shall  b,^  paid  out  of  any  money 
in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  :  Provided,  That 
no  compensation  shall  be  allowed  to  any  olfieer  whose  salai-y 
is  fixed  by  law  for  any  service  performed  by  him  in  the  exe- 
cution of  this  ,'icl."' 

Mr.  G.  said  that  the  great  ohicct  of  tlie  ainend- 
meiit  lie  had  offered  was  to  provide  for  a  full  and 
lair  Xiompetitioii  for  the  loans  wanted.  This  can 
only  be  done  by  public  notice  in  the  newspapers  of 
the  amount,  limes,  and  places  of  payment,  and  the 
amount  of  each  instalment  to  be  paid.  The  money, 
of  conr.se,  will  not  be  all  wanted  at  one  time.  It 
is  of  great  importance  to  the  bidder  for  the  loan  to 
know  precisely  Vv'hen  he  will  be  required  to  pay  it. 
Great  dissatisfaction  was  felt  when  the  last  loan 
was  made,  under  the  act  of  1847,  on  this  account. 
The  advertisement  staled  that  "  the  department 
reserves  the  right  of  fixing  the  periods  when  the 
money  must  be  paid."  Many  were  deterred  from 
bidding,  because  there  was  no  certainty  when  they 
would  be  called  on  to  pay.  They  must  either  keep 
their  money  on  hand,  losing  the  interest,  or  run 
the  risk  of  being  called  on  and  not  ready  to  pay. 
The  want  of  thi.s  knowledge  also  gave  rise  to  sus- 
picion thsl  persons  residing  here  had  ati  advantage 
over  those  at  a  distance,  by  intimations  more  or 
less  definite  as  to  the  periods  v/hen  payments  would 
bo  required.  Another  advantage  to  the  country  in 
advertising  would  be  the  knowledge  beforehand  of 
how  much  per  month  would  be  required  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Government.  This  w 
great  relief  to  inercantiie  peopl?. 

Mr.  G.  added  that  he  had  made  this  motion  with 
the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  a  majority  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  VINTON  observed  that  this  section  of  the 
bill  had  been  copied  verbatim  from  tiie  law  of  1832; 
but  he  was  satisfied  the  amendment  proposed  by 
his  friend  from  Massachusetts  was, better. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  said  that  it  had  been  suggest- 
ed to  him  that  in  some  of  the  cities  indicated  thei-e 
might  not  be  two  papers  published.  He  would, 
therefore,  modify  tiie  amendtnent  so- as  to  say 
"  one  or  more,"  instead  of  "  tv.'o." 

Mr.  McKAY  expressed  his  hope  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  would  not  strike  out 
the  whole  of  the  section,  but  would  suiTer  that 
portion  of  it  to  stand  which  conferred  on  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  power  to  employ  an  agent 
to  obtain  money  on  tiie  loan.  This  power  had 
always  been  given  and  always  used  in  the  case  of 
former  loans. 

.Mr.  GRINNELL  said  il  was  his  intention  to 
leave  that,  and  he  thougiu  it  was  in  the  substitute. 

Tiie  .substitute  having  liecn  read — 

Mr.  McKAY  observed  that  it  contained  no  such 
power.  He  did  not  believe  that  this  bill  was  tiie 
most  eligible  form  in  which  the  desired  loan  could 
beeficcled;  but  he  wished  to  make  it  as  eflectivc 
ns  possible,  and  he  had  no  desire  to  see  the  bill  de- 
feated. If  this  ordinary  power  of  employing  an 
ageqt  by  tlie  department  to  a.ssist  in  negotiatinij  the 
loan  .should  be  denied,  whal  must  be'  the  cflect? 
The  loan  would  be  known  or  heard  of  only  in  the 
public  papers,  and  the  Government  might  have  to 
wait  much  longer  before  the  loan  was  taken  up. 
Mr.  McK.  had  no  doubt  that  ut  this  very  moment 
it  might  be  taken  in  New  York  at  par;  but  .still  it 
was  proper  and  necessary  that  there  should  be  an 
agent  of  the  Treasury  Department  employed  to  fa- 
cilitate the  operation.  Money  was  sonttcred  abroad 
through  the  country;  and  such  an  individual  might 
succeed  in  getting ^^50,000  in  oneplaceand  $100,000 
in  another,  and  .so  the  loan  wotlld  be  sooner  taken 
up.  In  all  the  previous  loans  efTected  by  the  Gov- 
ernment, *uch  an  agent  had  always  been  enaployed. 


would  be  a 


Mr.  GRINNELL  said  he  had  no  wish  to  strike 
out  the  power  to  employ  a  person  of  this  descrip- 
tion; but  he  supposed  his  employment  v/ould  be 
covered  by  the  words  "other  expenses^'  in  the 
amendment.  However,  he  would  modify  his 
amendment  by  inserting,  in  the  17th  line,  the  words 
"  the  employment  of  agents;"  and  in  relation  to 
the  papers  to  be  employ  eel  for  advertising,  he  would 
further  modify  that  clause  by  adding  the  words 
"  not  exceeding  two." 

The  amendment,  thus  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  the  following  as  a  new  section,  to  come 
in  after  the  third  section: 

.^nrf  he  it  further  ewLcted,  That  all  of  the  public  lands  which 
shall  have  been  in  market  twenty  or  more  years  at  the  time 
of  applying  to  enter  the  same  under  this  section  shall  be. 
subject  to  sale  at  on«  dollar  per  acre  ;  and  all  of  the  public 
laniis  which  shall  have  been  in  market  twenty  five  or  more 
years,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  subject  to  sale  at  seventy-nve 
cents  per  acre  ;  and  all  of  the  public  lands  which  shall  have 
been  in  market  thirty  years,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  subject  to 
sale  at  fifty  cents  per  acre:  Provided,  That  no  one  person 
shall  be  authorized  to  acquire  more  than  one  township,  at 
the  lowest  ra'e  of  fifty  cents  per  acre  :  Provided,  also,  That 
this  section  shall  not  be  construed  to  impair  any  preemption 
right  now  authorized,  or  which  may  be  authorized,  by  law  : 
Jlnd  provided  further,  That  the  moneys  to  be  received  under 
this  section  shall  be  applied  as  now  directed  by  law. 

The  CHAIR  decided  this  amendment  to  be  out 
of  order,  as  not  germane  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  GREGORY  moved  a  new  section,  to  come 
in  after  the  third  section,  as  follows: 

./Ind  he  il  further  enacted.  That  in  case  the  emergencies  of 
the  country  shall  prevent  the  obt-aimnent  of  the  aforesaid 
sum  of  sixteen  millions  of  dollars,  or  any  part  thereof,  at  the 
rate  and  on  the  terms  provided  in  this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  obtain  the  same,  or  any 
part  tlioreof,  on  the  payment  of  interest  at  the  rate  of  and 
not  to  exceed  seven  per  centum  per  annum:  Provided,  That 
the  loan  obtained  at  seven  per  centum  be  reimbursable  any 
time  after  five  years  after  the  first  day  of  July  iiexl  after  the 
passage  of  this  act. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  fourth  section  was  read. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  moved  to  amend  it  as  fol- 
lows: 

That  the  moneys  arising  from  duties  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise  which  may  be  imported  into  the  United 
States,  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  equal  to  the  payment 
of  the  interest,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  pledged  aJid  ap- 
propriated to  the  payment  of  said  interest;  and  the  faith  of 
the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged  for  the  payment  of  said 
debt,  and  the  payment  of  the  same,  when  ultimately  due,  is 
hereby  directed  out  of  any  money  then  in  the  treasury  not 
otiierwise  appropriated. 

Pvlr.  COLLAMER  said  it  was  understood  on  all 
sides  of  the  House  that  the  object  of  this  bill  was,  to 
enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  borrow  six- 
teen millions  of  dollars  in  addition  to  the  revenue. 
In  addilion  to  the  revenue.  But  this  section,  as  it 
stood,  declared  that  the  whole  revenue  was  pledged, 
first,  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  and  then  the 
principal  of  the  loan;  and  also  directed  that  the 
Secretary  must  first  apply  the  revenue  received  to 
the  principal.  This  would  not  be  due  for  twenty 
ycai'3  to  come;  yet  the  Secretary  would  be  com- 
pelled to  apply  the  very  first  moneys  received  into 
the  trea.siury  to  create  a  sinking  fund  to  reimburse 
the  principal  of  the  debt.  He  must  do  this  before 
he  did  anything  else  with  the  public  money.  So 
that  this  loan,  instead  of  being  in  aid  of  the  i-eve- 
nuc  only,  anticipated  the  revenue  to  be  received, 
and  forced  the  Secretary  to  sequester  all  the  money 
that  came  in  till  the  debt  was  provided  for.  Mr. 
C.  thought  the  inlroduction  of  a  provision  of  thi.s 
kind  went  to  defeat  the  great  purpose  of  the  bill, 
which  was  to  get  .sixteen  millions  of  money  in  ad- 
dition to  the  revenue.  This  would  not  get  the 
money  in  addition  to  the  revenue  at  all;  it  only 
pledged  the  revenue  as  fast  as  received,  and  seques- 
tered it  from  all  other  uses. 

Mr.  PALFREY  moved  to  strike  out  the  fourth 
section. 

Mr.  PALFREY  said,  that  .should  that  arncnd- 
ment  prevail,  and  the  bill  be  reported  to  the  House, 
he  should  then  move  in  the  House  to  strike  out 
the  word  "  twenty,"  in  the  first  section,  and  insert 
the  word  "five," so  as  to  make  ihe  loan  reimburs- 
able at  the  end  of  five  years;  and  then  he  should 
further  move  to  instruct  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  report  a  liill  laying  a  direct  tax  for  a 
sufficient  sum  to  constitute  a  sinking  fund  for  the  re- 
imbursementof  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  loan. 

He  would,  if  possible,  within  the  five  minutes 
allowed  him  by  the  rule,  briefly  state  his  reasons 
for  this  coiirse. 

First,  lie  believed  it  would  be  a  sure  way  to 
bring  about  a  speedy  peace.  Fighting  seemed  to 
many  people  a  very  ajjreeable   thing,  as  long  as  ' 


they  were  not  made  to  feel  how  expensive  a  lax- 
ury  it  was.  But  he  believed  there  was  many  a 
constituency  in  this  country,  now  very  greedy  for 
blood  and  glory,  who  would  not  receive  more  than 
one  visit  from  the  collector  before  they  would  be 
sending  instructions  to  their  Representatives  here 
.  to  put  a  stop  to  the  war  ivithout  delay. 

Again  :  a  direct  tax  always  was  the  proper  war 
tax.  if  you  would  not  take  that,  you  must  look 
either  to  contracting  a  debt  for  posterity  to  pay— 
a  course  equally  dishonest  and  dangerous — or  else 
to  obtaining  a  sufficient  revenue  from  duties  on 
iinports,  a  thing  practically  impossible.  We  have 
no  right  to  burden  posterity  with  the  payment  of 
the  expenses  of  this  war.  We  have  theglory,such 
as  it  is,  and  it  is  but  fair  that  we  should  pay  the 
bill.  And  the  example  of  England  ought  to  warn 
us  of  the  danger  of  laying  the  charges  of  our  wars 
on  future  times.  As  to  getting  a  sinking  fund  for 
the  proposed  loan  from  the  ordinary  revenues  of 
the  country,  every  one  must  see  it  was  out  of 
the  question.  It  was  mere  trifling  to  speak  of  such 
a  thing.  He  put  it  to  his  friend,  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  whether 
he  believed  it  possible,  by  any  adjustment  of  a 
tariiT  system,  to  obtain  a  revenue  of  more  than 
thirty-five  millions  of  dollars  from  imposts'?  And 
that  sum  would  do  no  more,  or  scarcely  more,  than 
meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Government  on 
a  peace  establishment,  leaving  little  or  nothing  to 
go  to  the  payment  of  the  six  millions  of  dollars  of 
interest  on  the  public  debt,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
principal.  It  was  true  that  the  amount  of  impoi't- 
ations,  and  the  amount  of  revenue  obtained  from 
them,  would  increase  with  the  growth  of  the  coun- 
try; but  there  was  not  the  slightest  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  they  would  increase  in  a  greater  ratio 
than  the  public  expenses,  or  that  the  receipts  from 
the  custom-house  could  be  relied  upon  to  do  more 
than  meet  the  current  charges  of  the  Government, 
under  any  tariff  system  that  could  be  devised. 

The  chairman,  in  allusion  to  that  article  of  the 
Constitution  which  provides  that  direct  taxes  shall 
be  apportioned  among  the  States  according  to  their 
population,  had  said  that  such  a  tax  would  fall 
heavily  on  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  other  States,  whose 
wealth  was  not  in  proportion  to  their  numbers. 
That  are-ument  might  do  very  well  for  the  chair- 
man and  his  constituents,  but  it  worked  the  other 
way  for  him  (Mr.  P.)  and  his.  The  people  of 
Massachusetts  were  large  consumers  of  foreign 
articles,  and  accordingly  paid  a  large  amount  of 
indirect  taxes  into  the  treasury;  while,  from  their 
comparatively  small  numbers,  their  assessment  of 
a  direct  tax  would  not  be  burdensome.  They 
were  friends  to  a  protective  system,  believing  it  to 
be  a  wise  and  beneficial  feature  of  national  policy. 
But,  he  repeated,  no  system  of  duties  could  be 
made  to  yield  more  than  would  be  wanted  from 
year  to  year,  after  the  restoration  of  peace.  Mas- 
sachusetts was  always  ready  to  pay  her  full  pro- 
portion of  the  public  dues.  She  contributed 
cheerfully  and  freely  to  every  charge  that  went  to 
Itromote  the  prosperity  and  honor  of  the  country. 
But  as  to  this  war,  she  would  like  that  those  who 
approved  and  enjoyed  it  more  than  she  did  should 
pay  more  largely  for  their  satisfaction.  She  would  , 
like  to  contribute  as  small  a  share  as  possible  to 
what  she  regarded  with  loathing  and  abhorrence — 
what,  in  a  solemn  legislative  resolve,  a  few  months 
ago,  she  had  designated  as  "  a  war  of  conquest, 
'  hateful  in  its  objects,  wanton,  unjust,  and  uncon- 
'  stitutional  in  its  origin  and  character — a  war 
'against  freedom,  astiinst  humanity,  against  jiis- 
'  tice,  against  the  Union,  against  the  Constitution, 
'  and  against  the  free  States."  [Laughter  from  the 
war  side  of  the  House.] 

Mr.  Com.amf.r's  amendment  was  rejected. 
Mr.  Pai.I'-rey's  amendment  was  rejecte/l.  • 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  fourth  section,  and  insert —  , 

That  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged  to 
provide  and  establish  sufficient  to  pay,  in  addition  to  the 
ordinary  expenses  of  the  Government,  the  interest  on  the 
stock  issued  under  the  authority  of  this  act,  in  such  annual 
appropriation,  as  a  sinking  fund,  as  will  reimburse  the  entire 
loan  at  or  iieforc  its  maturity. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  concurred  in  the  opinion  ex- 
pres.sed,  that  the  clause  in  the  foui;th  section  should 
be  sti^ken  out  in  accordance  with  the  proposed 
amendment.  The  pledge  of  the  revenues  from  the 
customs,  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  payment  of 
the  principal  of  this  loan,  was  either  iinninaning 
and  deceptive,  or  it  defeated  entirely  the  objects  of 
tlia  loan  bill.     If, it  meant  anything,  and  was  I9 
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have  any  operation  whatever,  by  way  of  security 
to  the  holder  of  the  stock,  it  must  be'constnied  to 
provide  for  the  setting  apart  the  receipts  from  cus- 
toms as  they  were  received,  as  a  sinking  fund,  to 
reimburse  the  whole  loan,  before  anythinjj-  was 
apph>d  to  any  other  purpose  except  the  principal 
and  interest  of  the  loan. 

But  Mr.  R.  thought  that  it  was  very  proper  to 
pledge  the,  faith  of  the  Government,  not  only  to 
pay  the  interest  of  the  loan,  but  to  make  provision 
by  law  annually  to  appropriate  a  sum  sufficient 
Slot  only  to  pay  the  interest,  but  such  a  sum  as  a 
sinking  fund  as  would  reimburse  the  whole  loan 
at  its  maturity.  It  was  most  improvident  legisla- 
tion to  grant  large  loans  and  make  no  provision  for 
their  reimbursement.  The  expenses  of  the  two 
years  ending  next  July,  by  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  would  exceed  the  income 
from  the  customs,  public  lands,  and  all  mi.scellane- 
ous  sources,  by  at  least  fifty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and,  after  deducting  the  balance  on  hand  at 
the  commencement  of  these  two  years,  the  excess 
would  be  at  least  forty-six  millions,  for  which  no 
provision  was  made  except  by  borrowing.  It  was 
clearly  the  duty  of  Congress,  at  its  present  session, 
to  make  some  provision  by  an  increase  of  duties 
for  this  large  deficit.  The  only  provision  recom- 
mended by  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  was  a 
•duty  on  tea  and  coffee,  and  the  wise  scheme  of 
reducmg  the  price  of  the  public  lands.  The  only 
friend  of  the  Administration  who  may  be  said  to 
have  discussed  this  bill  at  all,  was  one  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  who  had  tacitly 
abandoned  this  last  source  of  revenue,  and  avowed 
his  preference  for  a  direct  tax  as  the  best  mode  of 
increasing  the  revenues  of  the  country.  The  tax 
on  tea  and  coffee  was  defeated  on  a  direct  vote  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  last  year,  when  the 
friends  of  the  Administration  had  a  majority  of 
seventy  in  this  House,  and  no  one  supposes  that 
either  that  proposition  or  one  to  impose  a  direct  tax 
can  prevail.  The  amount  proposed  to  be  raised  by 
a  tea  and  cofl^ee  tax  was  comparatively  trifling. 

The  clear  duty  of  Congress,  in  his  view,  w°as  to 
adopt  such  a  modification  of  existing  revenue  laws 
as  would  increase  the  receipts  into  the  treasury 
annually  at  least  ten  millions  of  dollars.  Such  a 
measure  could  not  appropriately  be  embraced  in 
this  bill,  but  he  hoped  would  be  seriously  acted  on 
by  Congress  during  its  present  session. 

He  should  vote  for  this  bill,  because  the  money 
proposed  to  be  raised  by  it  was  needed  to  pay  the 
existing  debts  of  the  nation,  for  the  payment  of 
which  no  one  denied  the  liability,  and  he  was 
apinst  all  repudiation,  either  by  the  States  or  the 
General  Government. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 
iMr.  STRONG  moved  to  amend  the  fourth  sec- 
tion by  striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  words, 
and  inserting — 

That  the  faith  nf  the  United  States  is  hereby  pledged  to 
provide  and  es^tablisli  sufficient  revenues  for  tlie  regulai-  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  and  for  tlie  redemption  of  said  stociv. 

Mr.  STRONG  explained  and  enforced  his  amend- 
ment. He  objected  to  the  whole  principle  of  pledg- 
ing in  a  special  manner  any  particular  portion  of 
the  revenues  of  the  country  to  the  payment  of  this 
debt.  If  we  obtained  this  money  we  obtained  it 
on  the  faith  of  the  Government,  and  if  the  customs 
were  s|>ecially  pledged  it  would  be  after  all  but 
giving  the  faith  of  the  Government.  The  public 
creditor  had  no  more  to  rely  upon  in  the  one  case 
than  in  the  other;  in  all  cases  they  must  rely  on 
the  fttith,  on  the  credit  of  the  Government. 

Any  additional  pledge  was,  therefore,  wholly 
unnecessary;  and  it  was,  moreover,  unusual.  In 
looking  back  to  the  loans  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment during  the  last  war  he  did  not  find  any  spe- 
cific pledge;  the  only  pledge  was  the  genei-al  one, 
that  th€  United  Slates  would  raise  a  .sufficient 
amount  of  revenue  for  the  payment  of  the  public 
delit,  whatever  it  might  be. 

But  we  had  already  pledged  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  by  the  loan  bill  of  the  last  session. 
They  were  now  entirely  beyond  our  control.  If 
we  now  proceeded  to  pledge  the  proceeds  of  the 
customs  for  the  payment  of  this  interest,  what 
would  we  have  to  pledge  when  we  came  again  to 
authorize  another  loan?  Notliing  but  what  wa.s 
already  mortgaged.  There  was  no  precedent,  no 
reason  whatever  why  the  creditor  of  the  Govern- 
ment should  call  upon  it  for  any  specific  pledge, 
and  he  did  not  believe  there  was  any  such  call. 

The  nrnendmenl  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  ROCKWELL  moved  the  following  as  a 
new  section,  to  come  in  after  the  fourth  section  : 

That  tliere  he  annuall>^ippropriatcd,  as  a  sinlting  fund, 
sucli  sum  from  the  resources  as  will  reimburse  tlie  entire 
loan  at  its  maturity. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  5th  section  being  under  consideration,  in 
the  following  words; 

Sec.  .5.  ^nd  be  if  further  enacted,  That  tiie  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  purchase, 
at  any  time  before  the  period  herein  limited  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  tlie  stock  liereby  created,  such  portion  thereof  at  the 
market  price,  not  below  par,  as  the  funds  of  the  Government 
may  admit  of,  after  meeting  all  tbe  demands  on  the  treasu- 
ry; and  any  surplus  that  hereafter  may  be  in  the  treasury  is 
hereby  appropriated  to  that  object. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  moved  an  amend- 
ment, to  strike  out  the  words  "  not  below  par." 

Mr.  E.  said  a  few  words  in  support  of  his  amend- 
ment, but  was  not  heard  so  as  to  be  reported. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  make 
it  read  "  at  par."  He  argued  that  it  was  proper 
that  the  stock  should  be  redeemed  at  par;  not 
above  par,  or  below  par.  The  Government,  in 
purchasing  the  stock,  should  pay  no  more  or  no 
less  than  the  face  of  it.  If  our  stocks  were  at  par, 
and  could  be  purchased,  let  the  Government  re- 
deem them  when  the  means  in  the  treasury  would 
admit;  if  it  could  not  be  done  at  par,  it  was  better 
to  pay  the  interest,  and  the  Government  should 
not  attempt  to  buy  up  its  own  stock  at  less  than 
par.  Equal  and  exact  justice  should  characterize 
all  its  transactions,  as  those  of  every  good  citizen. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  word  "  below,"  and  insert  "  above,"  so  as 
to  make  it  read  "  not  above  par." 

He  thought  the  House  would  certainly  not  in- 
sist upon  the  provisions  of  the  section  as  it  now 
stood.  If  the  Government  had  tlie  means  in  its 
treasury  to  redeem  this  stock,  and  it  was  selling  in 
the  market  below  par,  he  argued  that  it  should  be 
at  liberty  to  go  out  on  an  equal  footing  with  indi- 
vidual purchasers,  and  buy  at  the  market  price. 
If*  the  stocks  of  the  Government  were  selling  in 
open  market  at  80  or  90  per  cent.,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment were  required  to  purcliase  at  par,  it  would 
alfow  the  Government  to  choose  its  favorites, 
whose  stock  it  saw  fit  to  take, and  would  be  doing 
injustice  to  all  others.  He  trusted  the  Govern- 
ment would  be  allowed  to  buy  its  stocks  on  the 
best  terms  it  could,  not  above  par. 
Theamendment  was  rejected. 
The  6th  and  last  section  was  read  and  agreed  to 
without  amendment  or  modification. 
The  bill  having  been  gone  through — 
Mr.  McKAY  moved  a  substitute  therefor,  of 
thirteen  printed  pages.  The  proceedings  will  ex- 
plain its  leading  provisions. 

Mr.  McKAY  observed  that  there  was  a  section 
in  his  substitute  proposing  a  tax  on  tea  and  coffee, 
which,  under  the  decision  of  the  Chair  yesterday, 
he  did  not  know  whether  it  would  be  considered 
in  order.  These  loan  bills,  however,  had  always 
been  considered  purely  revenue  bills.  It  had  been  I 
decided  over  and  over  again  that  the  Senate  could  ! 
not  originate  a  loan  bill;  that  it  was  in  the  nature 
of  a  tax  bill;  and  therefore  he  took  it,  if  this  prop- 
osition were  true,  (and  the  uniform  practice  of  the 
Flouse  had  lieen  in  conformity  with  it,)  that  the 
decision  announced  by  the  Chairman  on  yesterday, 
when  his  friend  from  Maryland  [Mr.  McLane] 
offered  an  amendment  proposing  a  tax  on  tea  and 
coffee,  was  erroneous,  and  that  it  was  clearly  not 
out  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN  wa.«  understood  to  say,  that 
the  decision  by  which  he  ruled  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  out  of  order,  would 
by  no  means  involve  the  decision  that  this  section 
was  out  of  order — it  being  one  section  of  an  entire 
bill  which  was  offered  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill  of 
the  committee. 

Mr.  McKAY  was  very  happy  to  hear  that  such 
was  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  he  would  ac- 
cordingly offer  the  substitute  of  which  he  had  given 
notice,  and  which  had  been  printed  and  laid  on 
tljeir  tables. 

Of  course  it  would  not  be  expected,  that  in  the 
five  minutes  which  were  allowed  him  he  should 
attempt  to  go  into  an  explanation  of  the  various 
provisions  of  the  substitute  which  he  oflered.    He 


had  expected  to  address  the  House  during  the  de- 
bate, but  the  state  of  his  health  had  been  such  as 
to  prevent  him;  and  now,  if  the  previous  question 
was  not  moved  and  seconded  in  the  House,  he 
should  take  occasion,  before  the  bill  was  passed,  to 
give  his  views;  otherwise  he  should  do  it  when 
the  deficiency  bill  came  up.  He  should  endeavor 
to  show  that  there  was  great  deception  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  in  respect  to  the  condition  of  the 
finances. 

This  substitute  was  simply  a  copy  of  the  bill 
passed  at  the  last  session  authorizing  the  issue  of 
treasury  notes  and  a  loan,  with  some  amendments. 
One  of  these  was  the  provision,  that,  when  re- 
quired, coupons  might  be  attached  to  the  certifi- 
cates of  stock,  and  they  then  be  made  transferable 
by  delivery  instead  of  upon  the  books  of  the 
Treasury  alone. 

Another  variation  from  the  bill  of  last  session — 
and  a  very  important  one — consisted  in  the  pro- 
viso to  the  first  section,  that  the  amount  of  treas- 
ury notes  outstanding  at  any  one  time  under  this 
and  all  preceding  acts  of  Congress  should  not  ex- 
ceed twenty  millions  of  dollars.  He  had  put  in 
this  proviso  at  the  suggestion  of  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,  v/ho  gave  him  some  assurances;  but  he 
did  not  expect  to  see  them  act  up  to  them.  He 
meant,  they  were  not  bound  at  all  by  intimations 
which  they  gave  out  of  the  House.  He  luiew  they 
were  pretty  much  machines  here — going  along  in 
masses.  He  often  did  it  himself — he  acknowl- 
edged the  fact. 

Passing  by  other  considerations,  he  would  state 
the  reason  why  he  considered  treasury  notes  pre- 
ferable to  a  loan.  It  was  that  these  treasury  notes 
formed  a  sort  of  temporary  floating  debt,  which,  in 
case  peace  should  be  shortly  concluded,  the  Gov- 
ernment v/ould  be  enabled  to  pay  off 

Mr.  McKay  was  here  arrested  midway  in  a 
sentence,  amid  roars  of  laughter,  by  the  fall  of  the 
Chairman's  hammer. 

Ml-.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  substitute,  which 
is  as  follows  : 

'■  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 
authorized  to  cause  treasury  notes,  for  such  sum  or  sums  as 
the  exigencies  of  the  Government  may  require,  but  not  ex- 
ceeding in  the  whole  amount  of  notes  issued  the  sum  of 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  of  denominations  not  less 
than  fifty  dollars  for  any  one  note,  to  be  prepared,  signed, 
and  issued  in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided:  Provided, 
That  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  outstanding  at  any  one 
time,  that  may  be  issued  under  this  and  all  preceding  acts  of 
Congress,  shall  not  exceed  twenty  millions  ofdoHjUS." 

Mr.  S.  denounced  the  proposition  as  an  attempt, 
in  connection  with  the  sub-treasury,  to  establish  a 
vast  Government  bank — a  non-specie-paying  bank, 
issuing  millions  upon  millions  of  paper,  v/ithout  a 
dollar  of  specie  to  redeem  it.  Treasury  notes  are 
now  below  par:  increase  their  amount  to  the  ex- 
tent now  proposed,  and  they  will  sink  greatly 
below  par;  and  of  course  every  dollar  of  revenue 
will  then  be  paid  in  treasury  notes,  which  the 
treasury  was  bound  to  receive  at  par.  Having 
nothing  bat  treasury  notes,  they  could  pay  nothing 
else:  when  the  old  pensioner  or  his  widow,  when 
the  soldier  or  his  lieirs,  call  for  their  pay,  they  must 
take  treasury  notes  or  nothing — that,  or  starve. 
They  would  be  taken,  and  carried  over  the  street  to 
Messrs.  Corcoran  &  Riggs,  (Mr.  Walker's  favorite 
bankers,)  and  sold  at,  perhaps,  ten  or  fifteen  per 
cent,  discount,  and  then  Messrs.  Corcoran  &  Riggs 
would  walk  over  to  the  treasury  and  fund  ihem  at 
six  per  cent.,  payable  half-j'early.  This  was  a 
scheme  to  enrich  bankers  and  money-shavers,  at 
the  expense  of  the  poor  and  honest  people  of  the 
country.  They  must  have  the  money;  tliey  can- 
not do  v/ithout  it;  they  must  submit  to  the  sacrifice. 
Fie  was  opposed  to  this  whole  paper-money  sys- 
tem— a  system  to  make  "  the  rich  richer,  and  the 
poor  poorer;"  a  system  to  enrich  bankers,  brokers, 
and  misers,  at  the  expense  of  honest  men.  He 
would  go  for  no  such  a  swindling  system  as  this. 
These  treasury  notes  must  depreciate;  they  could 
not  be  redeemed;  they  would  be  no  better  than  the 
paper  of  a  suspended  bank. 

Look,  sir,  at  the  fact:  your  expenditures  exceed- 
ing your  entire  revenue  more  than  forty  millions 
a  year;  requiring  ten  dollars  a  head  for  every  lax- 
payer  in  the  United  Slates  per  amium,  together 
with  all  our  present  revenues,  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  this  war.  The  taxables  of  the  United  States 
are  estimated  at  four  million.s— beiiiic  onehdh  of 
our  population.  Could  they  bear  this  increased 
burden  of  ten  dollars  a  head  ?  To  borrow  was  biit 
to  postpone,  and  nggiavate  the  evil  day  when  it 
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came.  In  tliia  state  of  things,  what  is  proposed  by 
this  Adminisiraiion  and  its  friends  here?  To  put 
a  miserable  duty  on  tea  and  coffee.  Yes;  take  it 
off  wine,  as  was  yesterday  proposed  by  his  col- 
league, [Mr.  O.  J.  Ingisrsol!,,]  and  put  it  on  tea 
and  coireel  lake  the  duly  off  his  nivn  wine,  and  put 
it  on  the  old  lady's  lea  and  the  poor  man's  coffee  ! 
But  this  would  amount  to  iiothinsr;  it  was  "  a  drop 
in  tlieljucket."  But,  sir,  we  have  a  plan  on  this 
.side  of  the  House  that  will  be  alike  effective  and 
beneticial.  We  can  ^ive  you  a  tariff  on  the  basis 
of  the  act  of  1342  that  will  afford  adequate  pro- 
tection to  the  national  industry,  ;u)d  give  you  ten 
or  twelve  millions  a  year  more -revenue  than  you 
row  receive. 

But  the  srenileman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Nicoll] 
boasted  that  our  imports  were  doubled  recently, 
■while  our  exports  had  fallen  off  one-half.  And 
must  not  ruin  inevitably  follow  such  a  state  of 
thins;s.'  Might  not  a  man,  who  was  buying  and 
consuming  every  day  double  as  much  as  he  sold, 
as  well  boast  of  his  prosperity  ?  Ruin  was  just  as 
certain  to  the  nation  as  it  would  be  to  the  individ- 
ual guilty  of  such  folly  and  extravagance.  These 
enormous  importations  were  not  only  carrying 
away  our  specie  and  Goverinnent  stocks  by  mil- 
lions, but  they  were  breaking  down  American  es- 
tabh.shment.s.  Accounts  of  failures  were  reaching 
us  daily,  and  to  a  vast  extent.  Yes,  sir,  and  these 
failures  arc  made  the  theme  of  exultation  by  the 
"  Union,"  ilie  official  paper,  the  organ  of  this  Ad- 
ministration, which  rejoices  at  the  ruin  of  the  im- 
mense American  manufacturing  establishments — 
rejoices  that  they  are  broken  down  by  the  British 
— by  British  importations.  Sir,  I  will  give  you 
the  v/ords  of  the  editor  of  the  "  Union"  in  his  pa- 
per of  yesterday  morning.  In  speaking  of  tlie  fail- 
ure of  several  large  establishments,  and  among 
others  of  an  immense  iron  establishment  at  Wor- 
cester, he  says: 

"  It  is  perhaps  fortunate  for  tlie  ijreat  iron  interest  that  the 
cxtravazaiico  of  some  of  thein  that  have  cone  licaOlon^  into 
it  has  Ijeen  so  soon  arrested  by  the  iron  suddenly  111  rovvn  into 
this  market  from  the  revulsions  in  Great  Britain." 

Yes,  sir,  forlunale  that  American  manufactures 
have  been  ui-rtsled,  bi-oke  down  by  the  British,  by 
"  British  iron  suddenly  thrown  into  our  markets.  " 
Such  are  the  British  sentiments  of  this  American 
official — President  Polk  and  Secretary  Walker's 
organ.  But  this  is  not  all.  Alluding  to  these 
matters,  the  organ  further  says,  "  it  is  an  ill  wind 
that  Ijlows  no  good. "  It  is  a  good  wind  that  blows 
in  British  goods,  blowsup  American  manufactures, 
and  blow^jack  their  ships  filled  with  American  spe- 
cie and  stocks.  This  is  the  wind  for  the  British  and 
this  American  organ;  but  it  is  a  wind,  a  sirocco  that 
brings  death  to  American  industry.  But  what 
next?  He  next  says:  "  The  salutary  check  which 
the  iron-masters  are  receiving  will  be  a  good  les- 
son to  every  prudent  man."  Yes,  sir,  "  a  saluta- 
rrj  check."  Stop  American  manufactures,  and  turn 
them,  men,  women,  and  children,  out  without  errl- 
ployment  to  starve,  to  support  British  labor  and 
send  our  money  to  pay  for  British  iron,  made  by 
British  labor,  out  of  British  coal,  ore,  and  agricul- 
tural produce  consumed  in  its  manufacture,  while 
our  own  farmers  are  deprived  of  these  great  home 
markets  for  their  produce.  American  labor  turn- 
ed out  to  beg,  and  American  coal  and  ore  left 
usele.ss  in  our  mountains.  And  this  is  "  a  good 
lesson,"  says  Mr.  Polk's  organ  !  Sir,  the  Ameri- 
can people,  when  they  read  this,  will  give  him  and 
his  partisans  "a  good  lesson"  and""  a  salutary 
check"  at  the  polls',  which  they  will  not  soon  for- 
get. 

But  ihi.s  is  not  all.  In  conclusion:  the  "Union" 
says,  '</,ec  /ra(/e"  will  ^ive  them  a  market  for  their 
goods  ni  distant  countries,  and  even  in  the  face  of 
the  English  Manchester  itself;  and  will,  in  the  end, 
give  their  great  interest  a  much  better  protection 
Vhan  the  stringent  tariff  nf  1842. 

Free  trarlc  a  better  protection  than  the  tariff  of 
1842!  What  does  this  mean.'  The  protection 
which  tlie  wolf,  "in  the  well-known  fable  of 
iE.sop,"  gave  the  lamb;  and  under  "free  trade  " 
we  arc  to  export  goods  to  JMiiilnnd— to  "  Man- 
chester"—to  "  distant  countries."  When.'  When 
by  "  free  trade"  American  labor  is  brought  down 
to  the  level  of  the  labor  "  in  those  distant  coun- 
tries," and  helow  il,  and  not  before.  You  nuist 
work  longer,  and  harder,  and  cheaper,  and  sell 
cheaper  before  you  can  send  your  goods  to  Man- 
chester; and  the"  Union"  and  its  supporters  know 
it;  and  this  is  the  condition  to  which  they  intend  to 


bring  the  free  people  and  prosperous  labor  of  this 
country — 124  cents  a  day.  This  is  the  inevitable 
result  oftheir  system.  And  with  "  free  trade" 
where  is  your  revenue  .'  It  is  gone — every  dollar 
of  it — and  you  must  draw  your  whole  revenue  by 
direct  taxation  from  labor  reduced  to  12i  cents  a 
day.  This  is  the  result — the  certain  result  of  the 
"  free-trade"  policy  of  this  Administration.  There 
is  no  escape  from  it.  What  will  the  people  of  this 
country  say  'to  such  a  system.'  I  refer  the  ques- 
tion to  their  decisioti. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Stew- 
art's motion — 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to 
add,  at  the  end  of  the  first  section,  the  words  "  in- 
cluding the  amount  authorized  to  be  hypothecated, 
in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  and 
other  acts  of  Congress." 

Mr.  R.,  in  support  of  the  arnendment,  said  that 
the  amount  of  treasury  notes  outstanding,  and  in 
the  possession  of  the  treasury,  was  within  about 
half  a  million  of  the  whole  amount  which,  by  the 
provisions  of  this  substitute,  the  Secretary  was  au- 
thorized to  keep  out  at  any  one  time;  except  so 
far  as  the  notes  should  be  funded,  the  whole  addi- 
tional amount  authorized  to  be  issued  of  these 
treasury  notes  specified  would  be  only  that  sum — 
ofahaff  a  million  of  dollars.  It  was  conceded  that 
this  would  be  the  result  of  the  passing  of  the  sub- 
stitute. He  was  apprehensive  that  some  evasion 
might  be  attempted  of  this  provision  in  the  substi- 
tute, or  the  Administration  would  soon  find  itself 
seriously  embarrassed  if  this  their  favorite  measure 
should  prevail.  The  Secretary  might,  under  the 
provisions  of  this  substitute,  obtain  a  loan  on  the 
hypothecation  of  the  treasury  notes,  and  the  ob- 
ject of  the  amendment  was  to  render  the  section 
clear,  and  to  provide  expressly  what  was  indeed 
agreed  to  be  the  fair  construction  of  the  act,  that 
the  notes  hypothecated  should  be  deemed  a  part  of 
the  twenty  millions  allowed  to  be  issued  and  out- 
standing of  the  notes  authorized  under  this  act  and 
the  preceding  loan  acts,  and  not  in  addilion  to  that 
sum. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 
Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
by  adding  the  words,  "  but  no  treasury  notes  shall 
be  issued  under  this  act  until  the  President  shall- 
have  nominated  and  the  Senate  confirmed  the 
nomination  of  commissioners  to  negotiate  a  peace 
with  Mexico."     Rejected. 

The  fjuestion  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr- 
Stewart  to  strike  out  the  first  section,  and  it  was 
rejected. 

The  second  section  was  then  read. 
Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  strike  out  that 
section.     Lost. 

Mr.  GREGORY  then  moved  to  amend  it  by 
adding  the  words,  "  on  all  notes  of  the  denomina- 
tion of  fJlOO  and  upwards,  but  no  rate  of  interest 
shall  he  paid  on  any  note  of  a  lower  denomina- 
tion." Rejected. 
The  fourth  section  having  been  read — 
Mr.  J.  R.  INGEFISOLL  moved  to  add  to  the 
clause  which  authorizes  the  issue  of  a  part  of  the 
treasury  notes  to  such  per&'bns  as  choose  to  receive 
them  "  at  par,"  the  words  "  or  at  a  rate  below  the 
market  price." 

He  said  these  evidences  of  debt  might  be  dis- 
posed of  in  a  variety  of  ways.  They  might  be 
given  for  money  that  might  be  borrowed,  or  they 
might  be  hypothecated  or  pledged  under  particu- 
lar circumstances;  and  all  this  would  give  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  a  great  power,  and  enable 
him  to  exercise  favoritism.  He  might  let  them  go 
at  par,  when  in  reality  they  were  worth  a  great 
deal  more.  Treasury  notes  have,  almost  in  all 
instances,  risen  above  par.  He  thought  his  friend 
from  Pennsylvania  (sujiposed  to  be  an  allusion  to 
Mr.  Stewaut)  was  mistaken  when  he  supposed 
that  at  this  moment  they  were  not  at  par.  How- 
ever, the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ought  to  be 
prohibited  from  selecting  fevored  individuals  to 
whom  to  issue  them  at  better  raleathan  they  would 
be  taken  at  by  others.  Whether,  therefore,  the 
substitute  should  be  idtimately  adopted  or  not,  he 
desired  the  amendment  to  be  now  made,  to  guard 
against  even  the  possibility  of  favoritism  being 
allowed  to  be  vested  in  a  single  individual  by  a 
treasury  note  bill. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 
Mr.  GREGORY  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  con- 
eluding  part  of  the  section.     Lost. 


The  sections  from  the  5th  to  the  17th,  inclusive, 
were  respectively  read,  and  no  amendments  of- 
fered. 

The  18th  section  having  been  read — 

Mr.  GRINNELL  submitted  an  amendment  to 
strike  out  all  rela'ing  to  the  receiving  of  proposals 
and  appointing  agents  to  negotiate  the  loan,  and 
to  insert  the  amendment  which  on  his  motion  was 
attached  to  the  bill  reported  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  It  was 
adopted. 

Section  19  was  passed  without  amendment. 

Section  20  having  been  read — 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  amend  it  by  strilcing  out 
the  \yords  "principal  of  and;"  so  as  to  pledge 
the  revenue  arising  from  customs  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  only,  and  not  the  principal.  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Section  21  having  been  read — 

Mr.  COLLAMER  moved  to  add  at  the  end  of 
the  section  a  provision  to  repeal  the  tariff  act  of 
1846,  and  revive  the  tariff  act  of  1842.  He  said, 
if  they  were  to  begin  a  system  of  new  taxation, 
he  preferred  that  they  should  have  a  system  by 
which  it  was  perfectly  clear  they  could  realize  nine 
millions  of  dollars  moie  on  importations.  He 
thought  the  exigencies  of  the  Government  would 
require  this  amount,  at  the  same  time  that  it  would 
give  some  protection  to  our  own  industry,  and  save 
theGvovcrnment  from  the  necessity  of  making  any 
loans  whatever. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  inquired  if  the  effect  of 
this  amendment  would  not  be  to  revive  the  tariflT 
act  of  1842. 

[Loud  cries  of  "Yes."] 

Mr.  McLANE  inquired  if  the  21st  section  of 
the  substitute  to  which  this  amendment  was  offered 
was  itself  in  order.  The  Chair  had  heretofore 
decided  that  amendments  which  proposed  taxation 
were  not  in  order  as  arnendments  to  a  bill  which 
proposed  to  raise  a  loan;  yet  such  was  the  charac- 
ter of  this  section. 

A  long  conversation  ensued  on  this  point. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  section  was  part 
of  an  entire  substitute,  which  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  McKay,]  a  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  had  reported  on 
behalf  of  the  minority  of  that  committee.  It  was 
referred  by  the  House  to  the  Committee  o_f  the 
Vv^hole  On  the  state  of  the  Union,  was  read  and 
acted  upon  by  the  committee,  and  hence  the  objec- 
tion came  too  late. 

Several  appeals  were  taken  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair;  but,  after  much  desultory  discussion, 
they  were  withdrawn,  and  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  acquiesced  in. 

Tellers  were  then  called  for  on  Mr.  Coli.amer's 
amendment,  and  Messrs.  Boyd  and  Pollock  were 
appointed;  and  they  reported  84  in  the  affirmative 
and  95  in  the  negative;  so  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  the  addition  of  a 
proviso  to  the  21st  section,  in  the  following  words. 

Jind  he  it  further  ■provided,  tn  order  to  still  further  increase 
llip  revenue,  that  all  lands  hi'loi)j;jne  to  the  United  States 
which  havi'  heen  in  Hiarket  and  suhject  to  entry  for  ten 
years,  and  not  more  than  lillpen  years,  may  he  entered  at 
one  dollar  per  acre ;  at!  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
which  have  been  in  marker  and  sulyeel  to  entry  for  fif- 
t<<n  vears,  and  not  more  than  twenty-five  years,  may  be 
entered  at  seventy  five  cents  per  arre;  and  all  such  lands 
nliich  hav(!  been  in  market  and  subject  to  entry  for  more 
than  twenty-five  years,  may  he  entered  at  fitly  cents  per 
acre  ;  and  all  such  lands  which  have  been  in  market  and 
snbieet  to  entry  for  more  than  thirty  years,  may  be  entorctl 
at  twenty-live  cents  per  acre;  and  all  such  lands  which 
have  been  in  market  and  subject  to  entiy  for  more  than 
thirty-five  years  shall  be  granted  to  the  Slates  in  which  they 
lie.  " 

The  CHAIR  ruled  the  amendment  out  of  order 
on  the  groimd  of  irrelevancy. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  inquired  if  the  statement 
of  the  object  for  which  the  reductions  were  pro- 
posed to  lie  made  did  not  make  it  relevant. 

The  CHAIR  replied  in  the  negative,  inasmuch 
as  a  preamble  was  not  part  of  a  bill. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  then  moved  to  strikeout 
Ihc  words  from  Mr.  McKay's  substitute  which 
proposed  to  limit  taxation  on  tea  and  coffee  to  two 
years  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratification  of 
a  treaty  of  peace.  He  said  he  viewed  the  taxa- 
tion of  tea  and  coffee  and  the  war  both  as  great 
evils,  and  he  wished  to  get  rid  of  both  at  the  same 
time. 

The  amendment  was  not  agree.d  to. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  moved  to  strike  out  "two 
years,"  and  insert  "  one  year. "     Lost. 
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Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to 
strike  out  all  tliis  21st  section,  levying  a  tax  on  tea 
and  coffee,  and  insert  the  following: 

111  aiUlitioirto  tlie  ilulies  now  levied  and  collected  on  the 
■followliigHrticlesjUiHre  shall  bi;  levieil  aii(lcollcct(;(l  on  tiilks 
aiitl  the  luaiiulactui'Ks  of  silk,  on  !i!i  kinds  of  linen  ami  the 
manufactures  of  linen,  nu  iron  and  (lie  maiiul'acturesof  iron, 
and  steel  and  iiianiifictures  thi'reof,  and  glass,  ten  |ier  cent. ; 
and  on  the  free  lists  under  existing  laws,  a  duty  of  fifteen 
per  cent., exceptinj;  on  gold  and  silver,on  goods,  wares,  and 
nierciiandise,  tlie  growtli,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the 
United  States,  exported  froni  the  same,  and  brought  back 
5igain,as  provided  for  in  scliedulo  I  of  the  act  of  July  30, 
1846  ;  also,  statuary  and  paintings,  wearing  apparel  actually 
in  u.^e,  and  other  personal  elfects  not  mendiandise,  profes- 
Eiotial  books,  implements,  instruments,  and  to;ds  of  trade, 
occupation,  or  einploynient  of  persons  arriving  in  the  Uni- 
ted States;  whicli  said  duties  shall  be  and  remain  collect- 
able for  and  during  the  continiianceof  the  war  with  Mexico, 
and  for  one  year  tliereafter,  and  no  longer. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  to  add  at  the  end 
of  the  section  the  words  "and  the  duty  on  salt 
shall  cease  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act." 
Lost. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  rose  and  said  he  jvas 
about  to  do  that  which  he  feared  would,  in  all 
probability,  bring  him  in  contact  with  the  opinions 
of  many  of  those  with  whom  he  usually  agreed. 
He  moved  to  strike  out  from  the  third  line  the 
words  "  coffee  and,"  and  the  provisoes  to  the  sec- 
tion. He  supposed  he  should  bring  down  on  his 
head  a  portion  of  the  community,  but  he  was  re- 
sponsible only  to  his  constituents,  and  he  should 
endeavor  to  carry  out  his  pledges  on  this  occasion, 
and  on  all  others.  Having  pledged  himself  to  his 
constituents  that  he  would  vote  against  any  bill 
brought  into  tliis  House  to  tax  coffee,  he  trusted 
that  would  be  a  suificient  apology  for  his  motion 
to  strike  out  such  portions  of  the  section  as  pro- 
posed to  do  that  which  he  was  pledged  to  op- 
pose. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GREGORY  moved  to  add:  "  And  in  order 
to  increase  the  revenue,  that  the  revenue  duties 
levied  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  July,  1846,  be  in- 
creased one-sixth  on  each  and  every  item  on  the 
amount  now  assessed,  to  commetice  on  the  1st 
day  of  July  next,  and  to  be  continued  during  the 
existence  of  the  war  debt,  which  increased  duty 
is  hereby  pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  interest 
on  the  loan  hereby  created,  and  to  provide  for  the 
redemption  of  the  principal."     Rejected. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,|moved  to  amend 
by  striking  out  the  words  "  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,"  and  insert  "  from  and  after  the  1st  day 
of  May  next."     Piejected. 

Mr. WENTWORTH  moved  an  amendment,  to 
add  at  the  end  of  section  21  the  following: 

^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  there  shall  be  collected  by  the  mtirslials  in  the 
several  districts  of  the  United  States,  under  such  regulations 
as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  an 
annual  tax  of  20  percent,  ad  valorem  on  all  gold  and  silver 
ware  exceeding  in  value  fifty  dollars;  and  in  all  cases  where 
the  marshals  shall  not  themselves  collect  this  duty,  they  are 
hereby  authorized  to  employ  the  assessor,  collector,  sheriff, 
or  coroner,  in  each  of  the  same  counties  or  parishes  of  the 
several  States,  to  aid  them  in  collecting  said  tax.;  and  a 
compensation  of  one  per  cent,  shall  be  allowed  on  the 
amount  of  tax  collected  and  paid  over  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  should  quote  no  authority  in 
support  of  the  amendment  he  had  offered,  because 
it  was  one  which  his  own  mind  approved.  But  he 
knew  there  vvere  gentlemen  who  looked,  in  form- 
ing their  course,  to  the  opinions  of  otheis.  To 
such  he  wouli  say  that  this  amendment  was  but 
a  transcript  of  one  offered  by  the  present  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  when  a  Senator,  whilst  the  tariff 
of  1842  was  pending.  In  his  speech  made  in  the 
Senate  at  that  session,  he  demonstrated  that  an 
amount  of  five  or  ten  millions  might  be  raised  from 
that  soui'ce  alone.  [A  voice  :  "  Yes;  from  twenty 
to  thirty  millions."]  Now,  if  gentlemen  thought 
the  Secretary  correct,  he  hoped  they  would  not 
reject  this  amendment  to  the  bill. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HAMMONS  moved  to  strike  out  the  en- 
tire section  under  consideration — viz  :  the  21st. 
Rejected. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  moved  to  strike  out  the  22d 
section  of  the  substitute.     Rejected. 

The  23d  section  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  24th  section  was  read. 

Mr.  INGE  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  require  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  weekly  to 
('ongre.ss  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  issued 
under  this  act. 


Mr.  INGE  said  he  had  submitted  this  motion 
to  amend  with  a  view  of  replying  to  one  remark 
which  had  been  made  by  his  colleague  [P>1r.  Cobb,] 
in  relation  to  the  tax  upon  coffee.  He  fell  bound 
to  say  that  in  what  his  colleague  had  done  he  had 
not  reflected  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Alabama. 
[Several  voices  :  "  Is  this  in  order?"]  Mr  I.  said 
he  felt  bound  to  say  so,  not  only  as  a  represent- 
ative of  his. own  constituents,  [here  Mr.  I.  was 
called  to  order,]  but  in  relation  to  both  parties  in 
Alabama.  The  gentleman  had  told  the  committee 
that  he  was  acting  under  pledges. 

Here  the  CHAIR  reminded  Mr.  I.  that  these 
i-emarks  were  not  relevant  to  the  amendment  or  to 
the  bill,  and  were  out  of  order. 

Mr.  INGE.  The  gentleman  has  said  here,  that 
he  is  acting  under  pledges.  I  say  [cries  of  "or- 
der"]— I  say  that  no  part  of  his  own  district  will 
sustain  him.  I  believe  that  it  would  be  a  foul  re- 
flection on  the  people  of  Alabama. 

The  CHAIR  again  interposed  and  called  Mr. 
Inge  to  order. 

Mr.  INGE,  I  entertain  no  unkind  feelings  to- 
wards that  gentleman. 

The  CHAIR  here  warned  Mr.  Inge,  that  if  he 
continued  to  violate  the  order  of  the  House,  he 
would  be  ordered  to  take  his  seat. 

Mr.  INGE  said  he  was  sorry  he  had  felt  con- 
strained to  go  counter  to  the  order  of  the  House; 
his  only  object,  had  been  to  reply  to  the  remarks 
of  his  colleague  :  he  now  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  COBB  was  anxious  to 'make  a  rejoinder, 
but  the  House  refused  leave. 

The  24th  section  was  then  agreed  to. 
The  question  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the  substi- 
tute as  amended.    Decided  by  tellers:  Ayes  82, 
noes  104.     So  the  substitute  was  disagreed  to.         | 

Mr.  McKAY  then  proposed  to  modify  his  sub- 
stitute by  striking  out  the  twenty-first  and  twenty- 
second  sections,  (the  formei-  proposing  a  tax  on 
tea  and  coffee,  and  the  latter  appropriating  twenty 
thousand  dollars  to  defray  the  expenses  of  issuing 
treasury  notes,)  and  also  by  raising  the  amount  of 
treasury  notes  to  be  authorized  to  sixteen  millions; 
and  this  modified  proposition  he  now  moved  as  a 
substitute  for  the  bill  as  amended. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  raised  the  point,  that  the 
committee  having  re'fused  to  insert  one  substitute, 
no  other  could  be  offered. 

The  CHAIRMAN  overruled  the  point  of  order; 
and,  an  appeal  being  taken  by  Mr.  STEPHENS, 
he  fortified  himself  by  reading  from  Jefferson's 
Manual. 

After  some  conversation,  and  amid  not  a  little 
confusion  and  excitement  in  the  House,  Mr.  S. 
w"aived  the  appeal. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  raised  the  point,  that  it  was  not 
in  order  to  offer  the  substitute  again — it  being,  as 
modified,  substantially  the  same  proposition  upon 
which  the  comnnittee  had  just  voted. 

The  CHAIRMAN  overruled  this  point  of  order. 

Mr.  VINTON  appealed  from  the  decision  ;  but, 

amid  the  confusion  of  the  House,  the  appeal  was 

not  again  heard  of  by  the  reporter.     It  was,  he 

believes,  not  insisted  on. 

The  modified  substitute  then  retaining  its  posi- 
tion as  the  pending  proposition — 

Mr.  McKAY  said  he  regretted  exceedingly  that 
his  friends  on  this  side  of  the  House  had  not 
brought  themselves  up  to  vote  for  the  proposition 
(contained  in  his  first  substitute)  for  a  tax  on  tea 
and  coffee.  If  they  had  not  nerve  enough  to  vote 
for  it,  they  had  no  right  to  expect  the  other  side 
of  the  House  would.  We  (said  he)  are  the  per- 
sons who  have  brought  on  this  war,  and  we 
ai'e  properly  responsible  for  all  its  consequences, 
[roars  of  laughter,]  and  we  ought  to  pi-ovide  the 
means  for  carrying  it  on.  What  I  mean  is,  that 
we  on  this  side  are  the  advocates  and  supporters  of 
the  war.  What  do  you  suppose  the  whole  amount 
of  this  enormous  tax  will  be,  of  which  gentlemen 
are  so  afraid  ?  I  have  a  number  of  tables  before  me, 
which  I  will  publish,  that  the  cotmtry  may  see  what 
this  monstrous  tax  upon  tea  and  coffee  arnounts  to. 
It  amounts  to  a  charge  of  only  thirteen  cents  upon 
each  individual  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  McK.  said  there  was  a  diflerence  in  the 
amount  of  treasury  notes  proposed  to  be  issued 
by  the  present  substitute  and  that  which  was  pro- 
posed in  his  first  amendment.  This  proposed  the 
amount  of  i|,lfi,000,000  of  treasury  notes;  the  sub- 
stitue  of  the  minority  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and   Means  proposed  p5, 000,000,  because  they 


supposed  that,  if  the  tax  were  laid  upon  tea  and 
coffee  it  v/ould  yield  at  least  one  million  of  dollars 
for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  But  the  committee 
having  refused  to  insert  this,  he  liad  increased  the 
proposed  amount  to  §16,000,000. 

This  brought  up  the  naked  question,  then,  be- 
fore the  committee,  whether  they  would  authorize 
a  competent  loan  by  treasury  notes  and  stock,  or 
whether  they  would  take  the  stock  alone,  and 
place  this  Government,  in  this  perilous  period  of 
her  history,  completely  in  the  power  of  the  capi- 
talists of  the  country?  Why,  your  treasury  notes 
have  always  been  superior  during  time  of  war  to 
slock  loans.  As  was  remarked  by  his  friend  frora 
illinois,  [Mr.  Ficklin,]  during  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain  your  treasury  notes  never  fell  below 
17  per  cent,  under  par,  while  your  Government 
stock  was  down  to  30  per  cent,  below  par.  And 
during  times  of  loans,  from  1837  down  to  the 
present  tiine,  your  treasury  notes  have  been  supe- 
rior to  your  stock.  And  what  is  tliis  monstrous 
difference  between  treasury  notes  and  stock,  about 
which  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  talk  so  mucli  ? 
Talk  about  a  Government  bank,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  declared  the  issue  of  treasury 
notes  would  make!     The  proposition  was  absurd. 

The  simple  feature  of  a  bank 

The  hammer  here  fell. 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  second  substi- 
tute by  tellers,  the  vote  stood  :  Ayes  104,  noes 
105. 

So  the  modified  substitute  of  Mr.  McKay  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  that  the  committee  now 
rise  and  report  the  bill  to  the  House. 

Mr.  McKAY  was  desirous  of  offering  another 
substitute. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  contended  that  it  was  not  in  or- 
dor  for  him  to  do  it.  The  bill  reported  from  the 
committee  had  been  gone  through  with  section  by 
section,  and  the  gentleman's  substitute  had  been 
fully  considered  and  rejected.  The  duty  of  the 
committee  was  now  to  report  the  original  bill  as 
amended. 

The  CHAIR  was  understood  to  rule  Mr.  Mc- 
Kay to  be  in  order;  and  referred  to  a  rule  of  the 
House  which  declared,  that  though  one  substi- 
tute was  rejected,  it  did  not  preclude  the  offering 
of  another. 

Mr.  McKAY  then  moved  the  substitute  v/hich 
he  desired,  which  consisted  of  the  bill  reported  by 
the  majority  of  the  coinmittee,  with  an  alteration 
making  the  amount  of  the  loan  seventeen  millions; 
making  also  the  certificates  of  stock  receivable  in 
payment  of  the  public  dues,  and  (in  an  additional 
section)  authorizing  the  issue  of  treasury  notes  for 
such  proportion  of  the  amount  as  in  the  opinion  of 
the  President  may  be  required  by  the  public  inter- 
ests; provided  that  the  whole  amount  of  treasury 
notes  outstanding  at  any  one  time  under  this  and 
all  previous  acts  shall  not  exceed  twenty  millions; 
and  provided  that  the  treasury  notes  hereby  au- 
thoi-ized  shall  be  issued  under  all  the  conditions, 
restrictions,  and  limitations  iinposed  by  the  act  of 
28th  January,  1847,  authorizing  the  issue  of  treas- 
ury notes. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  was  but  another  form  of 
modification  of  the  substitute  which  had  been 
alretXdy  gone  through  with;  and  he  ruled  it  out  of 
order. 

Mr  McKAY  replied  with  warmth;  and  took  an 
appeal  froin  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

But  the  decision  was  affirmed  by  a  vote  of  the 
comnnittee  taken  by  tellers:  Ayes  105. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  of 
the  majority  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
as  amended. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded:  A)'es  106,  noes  104. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas  moved  that  the 
House  adjourn.  Decided  in  the  negative:  Ayes  84, 
nfies  115. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered  to  be  put; 
which  main  question  was.  Will  the  House  concur 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  amend- 
ments? and  the  several  amendments  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  were  separately  agreed  to. 
The  bill,  as  thus  amended,  provides  as  follows: 
Be  it  enacted,  .Vc,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stales 
he  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  at  any  tune  williin  one  year 
from  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  borrow,  on  the  credit  o]  the 
United  States,  a  sum  not  excec-ding  sixteen  millions  ol  dol- 
lars, or  so  much  thereof  ns  in  his  opinion  the  exigenctes 
of  the  Government  inav  require,  at  a  rate  of  intt'rest  not* 
exceeding  six  per  centum  per  aniuimj  payable  fumricrly  or 
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eemi  aiiiiinlly;  which  loan  shall  he  mad?  reimbiirsahle  at 
any  time- atier  ivvcnt wears  from  the  first  day  of  July  next 
afttT  the  p  issa'je  ot"  tliis  act ;  ami  said  money,  so  horrowed, 
shall,  on  h.^in-,'  first  dulv  appropriated  tlicrePir,  he  applied, 
in  additi<5ri  t>  the  money  now  ia  the  treasury,  or  which  may 
b^  r.Xfived  therein  from  otlier  sources,  to  defray  any  ol  the 
public  expenses  which  have  lieen  heretofore  or  may  he  hero- 
afier  anthorized  by  law;  and  the  stock  issued  on  such  loan 
Bball  be  transferable  on  the  hooks  of  the  treasury. 

Sec.  2.  .iiui  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  with  the  c<>m- 
ueiit  of  the  "President  of  the  United  Slates,  to  cause  to  be 
prejiared  certificates  of  stock,  which  shall  be  signed  by  the 
Kciiisier  of  Hie  Treasury,  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the 
Treasury  Di'parinient,  for  the  sum  to  be  borrowed  as  afore- 
said, or  any  part  thereof,  bearing  an  interest  not  lo  exceed 
six  p'.T  centum  pernnnuin,  and  transferable  and  reimburs- 
able as  aforesaid,  and  to  cause  saiil  certificates  of  stock  lo 
be  solil:  Proviilcd,  That  no  part  of  said  stock  he  sold  below 
par:  ^Snd  jirovided,  a'.sy.  That  whenever  required  so  to  do, 
llie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  cause  to  be  attached  to 
any  cerlilicate  or  e  rtificates  to  be  issued  under  this  act  cou- 
pons of  interest;  and  anv  certificate  having  such  coupons  of 
interest  attached  to  it  may  be  iiaiisferable  by  delivery  of  tlie 
certificate,  instead  of  being  assii;iiable  on  the  books  of  the 
treasury;  but  no  certificate  of  stock  shall  be  issued  for  a  less 
amount  than  fifty  dollars. 

Si:c.  3.  Ji7id  he  it  furllier  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  ba  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  receive  pro- 
posals for  t.he  taking  of  such  loan  or  any  part  or  parts  there- 
of; and  tiiat  before  disposing  of  the  said  stock  issued  for 
such  loan,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  cause  to  be 
inserted  in  two  public  newspapers  printed  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  not  exceeding  two  public  newspapers  print- 
ed in  the  principal  city  or  capital  of  each  State,  an  adver- 
tisement stating  thai  bids  and  proposals  for  such  loan  will  be 
-  received  until  a  certain  day,  to  ba  specified  in  such  adver- 
tisement, not  more  than  sixty  days  or  les<  tlian  twenty  days 
from  the  tine  of  the  first  insmtion  of  said  advertisement  in 
the  two  newspapers  in  the  city  of  \Vasiiin'j;ton,  and  slating 
the  amount  of  the  loan  requiri'd,  and  in  what  instalments, 
and  when  and  where,  it  will  be  requiitd  to  be  paid  ;  and  the 
said  Secretary  may  pAysucli  expenses  as  may  be  necessarily 
incurred  in  printing  and  issuing  certificates  of  stock,  the 
employment  of  agents,  and  expenses  incident  to  the  execu- 
tion of  this  act,  which  shall  not  in  all  exceed  the  sum  ofsix- 
te'Mi  thousand  dollais;  wliieh  sum  of  sixteen  thonsaiid  dol- 
lars is  hereby  appropriated  for  these  purposes,  and  shall  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated :  Pronided,  Tiiat  no  compensation  shall  be  allowed 
to  any  olficer  whose  salary  is  fixed  by  law  for  any  service 
performed  by  him  in  the  execution  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  ^ini  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  faith  of  the 
United  States  is  hereby  plndged  lo  provide  and  establish  suf- 
ficient revenues  for  the  regular  payment  of  the  interest  and 
for  the  r.dfinption  of  said  stock. 

Sec.  5.  .iivl  be  it  furllier  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  purchase,  at 
any  lime  before  tlie  period  herein  limited  for  the  redemption 
of  the  stock  hereby  created,  such  portion  tliereof  at  the  mar- 
ket price,  not  below  p-ir,  as  the  funds  of  the  Government 
may  admit  of,  after  meeling  all  the  demands  on  the  treasury ; 
and  any  surplus  that  hereafter  may  be  in  the  treasury  is 
hereby  appropriated  to  tiiat  object. 

Sec.  6.  ^Ind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  to  Congress,  at 
the  comnienc?ment  of  the  next  session,  the  amount  of  money 
borrowed  under  this  act,  and  of  whom,  and  on  what  terms 
it  shall  have  been  obtained,  with  an  abstract  or  brief  state- 
ment of  all  the  proposals  submitted  for  the  same,  distinguish- 
ing between  those  accepted  and  tliose  rejected,  with  a  de- 
tailed statement  of  the  expense  of  making  such  loans. 

Tlie  bill,  as  given  above,  having  been  engro.ssed, 
it  was  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  John  Cininey  Adams,  Green  Adams, 
Barringer,  Harrow,  Bayly,  liedinger,  Ringimm,  Birdsall, 
Black,  Blanchard,  Bocoek,  Bolts,  Bowdon,  Bowlin,  Boyd, 
Brodhead,  Brady,  William  G.  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Albert 
G.  Brown,  Buci<ner,  Burl,  Butler,  Cabell,  Cathcart,  Chap- 
man, Chase,  Clapp,  Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  Fj.  Clark, 
Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Collamer,  Collins,  Conger,  Cranston,  Crisfield,  Ciozier, 
Cummins,  Daniel,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Dixon,  Donnell, 
Daniel  Duncan,  Garnett  Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckert,  Edwards, 
Embree,  Alexander  Evans,  IVallian  Evans,  Faraii,  Fanelly, 
Featherston,  Ficklin,  Plournov,  Freedlpy,  Fries,  French, 
Fulton,  Gain'>s,Gavle,Gentrv,  Gu!>gin,Gntt, Green, Gregory, 
Grinn.-ll,  WillardP.  Hall,  Naihan  K.  Hall,  Hammons,  James 
G.  Haijipton,  Moses  iianiptoM,  Haralson,  H.irmanson,  Harris, 
Haskell,  Ueiiley,  Henry,  Hill,  [saac  E.  Holmes,  Elias  B. 
Holmes,  George  .S.  Houston,  John  VV.  Houston,  Hunt,  fnge, 
Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Jo-eph  I!.  Ingersoll,  Irvln,  Iverson, 
Jameson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson,  James  H.  Johnson, 
liobert  VV.  Jolinson,  George  W.  Jones,  John  W.  Jones, 
Kaufman,  Kellogg,  Kennon,  Thomas  Butler  King,  Lahni, 
La  S6re,  William  T.  Jiawrence,  Sidney  Lawrence,  f.elHer, 
.Levin,  Ligon,  Lincoln,  Lord,  liUnipk'in,  Maclay,  McClel- 
land, >I((Jlernand,  McDowell,  Mellvaiiie,  McKay,  McLane, 
Mann,  M.ir.-,li,  Marvin,  Meade,  Miller,  Morehead,  Morris, 
Morse,  Mulliii,  Murphy,  Nelson,  Nes,  jVewall,  Nicoll,  Out- 
law, Pcaslee,  Peck,  Pendleton,  Pctrie,Pevton,  Phelps,  Pills- 
bury,  P.Jllock,  Preston,  Putnam,  Rhett,  Reynolds,  Richey, 
Rockhill,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Roman,  Rnmsey,  St.  John, 
Sctienck,  Sheppcrd,  Sherrill,  Simpson,  Sims,  Slingerland, 
Smart,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  Stark- 
weather, Stephens,  Andrew  Stewart,  Charles  I',.  Stuart 
Strohin,  Strong,  Tallmadge,  Tbibodeaux,  Taylor,  Thomas' 
Tompkins,  Richard  VV.  'I'hoinpson,  John  B.  Thompson' 
Robert  A.Thompson,  VVm.  Thmnpson,  Thurston, Toombs' 
Turner,  Vcnable,  Vinton,  Warren,  VVentworih,  V\niite' 
Wick,  WillinmR,  Wiley,  Wilinot,  and  Woodward l(h>.      ' 

NAYS — .VlcsBrs.  Axhmnn,  Canliy,  Crowell,  Fisher,  Gid- 
dinzs,  Hale,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Daniel  P.  King,  I'alfrey, 
Julius  Rockwell,  Root,  I'ru man  Smith,  and  Wilson— 14. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  moved  to  rccon.sider  tlie  vote 
by  wiiich  llie  bill  was  passed. 


Mr.  STEPtlENS  moved  to  lay  tlte  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table.     Agreed  to. 

The  title  of  the  bill  was  then  amended  so  as  to 
read,  "A  bill  to  authorize  a  loan  not  to  exceed  the 
sum  of  $10,000,000." 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 
The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred : 

By  Air.  CHAPM.^lV :  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Washington,  for  an  act  of  incorijoration  for  a  gas  company. 
Also,  the  memorial  of  James  H.  Chezum,  for  payment  for 
work  done  for  the  Government. 

Bv  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Iowa:  The  petition  of  William 
H.  Wallace  aiid  88  other  citizens  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  pray- 
ing for  the  estaliil-liinent  of  a  mail  route  from  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, via  Deeds'  Mills,  Brighton,  Oskaloosa,  and  other  inter- 
mediate points,  to  ;\lonroec!ty,  in  Jasper  county.  Also, the 
memorial  of  Samuel  J.  Bayard,  esq.,  late  receiver  at  Fairfield, 
Iowa. 

By  Mr.  KUMSEY  :  The  remonstrance  ofcitizens  of  Steu- 
ben county.  New  York,  against  revival  of  patent  for  Jethro 
Wood's  cast-iinn  p'ough. 

By  Mr.  GOTT:  The  roinonstranee  of  Charles  B.  Sedg- 
wick and  86  others,  citizens  of  Onondaga  county,  New  York  ; 
also,  the  remonstrance  ol'E  H.- Porter  and  10")  others, citizens 
of  111!'  said  county  ;  ;ilso,  the  reinonsirance  of  Samuel  L.  Ed- 
wards and  211  others,  citizens  of  said  county,  asainst  the 
passage  of  any  law  lo  revive  or  continue  the  patent  of  Jethro 
■  Wood  for  a  cast-iron  ploush.  Also,  resolutions  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  the  New  York  State  Agricultural  So- 
ciety, against  a  renewal  of  said  patent. 

By  Mr.  CONGER:  The  remonstrance  of  116  citizens  and 
fanners  of  Cortland  county.  New  York,  against  the  further 
extension  of  the  pitent  of  Jethro  Wood. 

By  Mr.  TURNER  :  The  petition  of  M.  Chamberlain  and 
.T1  others.  pra\iiig  for  a  mail  route  from  La  Salle  to  Rock- 
ford,  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  Also,  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Crawford  and  others,  prajing  for  the  same  route. 

By  Mr.  UUTLE:?:  The  petition  ofcitizens  of  Columbia 
county,  Pennsylvania,  for  the  passage  of  a  law  causing  the 
present  mail  route  from  Poftsville  to  Catawissa  to  start  t^rom 
I'ottsville  nnd  end  at  Towaiula.  Bradford  countj' — the  mail 
to  be  carrierl  (liiil\  fi--;i-ept  Snndav)  direct  from  Pottsville 
via  BInnmsljura  and  Oianucville  lo  Towanda. 

By  Mr.  RICHEY:  The  petition  of  William  Riley,  jr.,  and 
8.1  others,  citizens  of  VVasliirigton  county,  Ohio,  praylns  the 
establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Waterford,  through  Bar- 
low, to  VVaiPrtown,  in  saiij  cnunly. 

By  Mr.  HUDSOf,^:  The  memorial  of  Pearson  Cowell  and 
others,  prayins  that  an  inve-figiition  be  made  into  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  patent  of  Wm.  Woodworth,  for  a  planing 
machine,  was  renewed. 

By  Mr.  STEWAR'I",  of  Pennsylvania:  The  application  of 
Thomas  Griggs,  in  relation  to  an  improvement  in  the  appli- 
cation of  steam  to  the  propulsion  of  vessels. 

By  Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Ohio:  The  petition  ofcitizens  of 
Franklin  county,  Ohio,  asking  for  a  reduction  in  newspaper 
postage. 

By  Mr.  PENDLETON  :  The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Ja- 
cob Cohen. 

By  Mr.  CRANSTON:  The  petition  of  Mary  M.  Telfair, 
praying  for  bahmee  due  her  father,  Israel  Pearce,  for  final 
settlement  cerlificntes. 

By  Mr.  SLINGERLAND:  The  remonstrance  and  resolu- 
tion of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  New  York  State 
Agricidtural  Society,  against  the  passage  of  the  bill  renew- 
ing the  pitent  of  jethro  Wood,  lor  improvements  in  the 
cast-iron  plough.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania:  Five  memorials 
from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  against  the  further  continu- 
ance of  the  patent  of  Jethro  Wood  for  the  cast-iron  plough 
to  his  heirs 

By  Mr.  WENTWORTH:  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Ken- 
d:ill  connly,  Illinois,  for  a  mail  route  from  Ottawa,  via  No- 
mev,  Newark,  and  Oswego,  to  Naperville. 

By  Mr.  GREEN:  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Rock  Island 
county,  Illinois,  praying  a  grant  of  land  for  the  support  of 
common  schools.  Also,  a  petition  of- sundry  citizens  of 
Scotland  connly,  Missouri,  pr.aying  the  estabiishment  of  a 
post  route  from  Memphis,  in  said  county,  to  Keosaqua,  in 
said  county. 

By  Mr.  CONGER:  The  remonstrance  of  40  citizens  and 
farmers  of  Cayuga  county.  New  York,  against  the  further 
extension  oftbe  patent  of  Jelhio  Wood. 

By  Mr.  GOTT:  The  memorial  of  citizens  of  Oswego 
county.  New  York,  prayinc  for  a  repeal  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, passed  at  its  last  session,  imposing  postage  on  news- 
papers within  thirlv  miles  of  publication. 

By  Mr.  MULLIN:  The  rpinonslrance  of  Allanson  Skin- 
ner and  3R  other  citizens  of  the  county  of  Jefferson,  New 
York,  au'ainst  the  extenson  of  the  patent  issued  to  Jethro 
Wood  for  the  cast  iron  plough. 


IN  SENATE. 

TiiuRSD.VT,  February  17,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  petition 
ofcitizens  of  .TefFeison  county,  Iowa,  remonstrating 
against  a  change  in  theinail  route  from  Burlington 
to  Fairfield,  in  that  State;  which  was  referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  NILES  presented  a  meiiiorial  of  insurance 
comjianies  and  merclmnt.s  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
iTmonstratinir  against  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  the 
2d  March,  18.37,  concerning  y)ilots;  whicii  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CASS  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
agreed  to: 


Rcsolied,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aftairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  present  cmidition  of  the  fund 
arisinit'roin  the  sale  of  the  lands  ceded  by  the  treaty  of  Jan- 
uary 14,  1837,  with  the  Saiianawbaiidof  ChippeiVa  Indians, 
which  were  to  be  disposed  of  for  their  benefit;  what  meas- 
ures are  required  to  eflect  a  sale  of  said  lands  at  an  early 
period  and  at  a  fair  price ;  or  whether  it  be  expedient  so  to 
legislate,  that  the  lands  may  at  once  become  the  property  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  a  fair  compensation  be  marie  to  the 
Indians  for  them  ;  and  whether,  in  Jn^tice  and  equity,  pro- 
vision should  not  now  be  made,  in  anticipation  of  the  sale 
of  the  lands,  or  as  a  p.art  of  such  compensation  if  they  are 
taken  by  the  Government,  for  the  payment  of  the  cla.ss  of 
obligations  provided  for  in  said  treaty,  and  embraced  in 
schedule  I!,  which  were  not  providid  for  out  of  the  amoiinl 
advanced  by  tiie  United  States  for  other  obligations  and  ol>- 
jects  provided  for  in  the  same  treaty. 

Mr.  NILES  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  by  unanimous  ccneent,  and 
agreed  bo: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  instructed 
to  inquire  whether  further  legislation  is  not  expedient  and 
necessary  to  protect  the  revenue  from  fraud  in  the  importa- 
tion of  tea  and  co(5ee. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  tl>e 
petition  of  Patrick  Walker,  submitted  a  report  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Patrick 
V/alker. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MR.  Dickinson's  resolutions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  YULEE,  the  prior  orders 
were  suspended,  and  the  Senate  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr. 
DiCKiN'SON,  relative  to  the  proper  policy  to  be  pur- 
sued by  the  United  Slates  in  respect  to  the  acquisi- 
tion of  new  territory,  and  the  substitute  therefor 
submitted  by  Mr.  Yulee. 

Mr.  YULEE  resumed  and  concluded  his  argu- 
ment in  support  of  his  amendment,  and  after  a  few 
words  from  Messrs.  Dickinson  and  Foote,  and 
some  discussion  upon  a  point  of  order, 

Mr.  FOOTE  moved  to  lay  the  resolutions  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  said,  as  soon  as  he  could 
gather  up  the  instalments  of  the  Senator's  speech, 
he  would  reply  to  it. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Foote  to  lay  the  resolutions 
on  the  table  was  then  agreed  to. 

[Mr.  Y.'s  speech,  revised,  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix.] 

THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  military 
force. 

Mr.  RUSK  addressed  the  Senate  in  support  of 
the  bill.  He  consideied  himself  called  on,  as  a 
representative  from  the  State  of  Texas,  to  answer 
the  ai'guments  which  had  been  based  on  the  idea 
that  Texas  had  no  right  to  a  boundary  beyond  the 
Nueces.  There  had  arisen  a  fashion  of  consider- 
ing theTexans  as  a  wild,  God-forsaken  set  of  land 
robbers.  But  he  could  assuie  the  Senate  that  there 
were  among  them  many  who  acknowledged  the 
aid  of  an  overruling  Providence,  which  had  enabled 
them  to  contend  successfully  in  the  establishment 
of  their  liberty  against  the  superior  power  of 
Mexico'.  He  stated  that  the  boundary  of  Texas 
to  the  Rio  Grande  was  .established  by  her,  and 
transfened  lo  the  United  States.  He  briefly  re- 
capitulated the  chief  facts  in  the  history  of  the 
revolution  in  Texas,  to  show  that  Texas  had  been 
compelled  to  take  up  arms  by  the  hostile  course 
pursued  by  Mexico,  and  that  the  troops  of  Texas 
marched  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  that  this  bound- 
ary had  from  that  time  been  maintained.  The 
first  link  in  the  chain  of  this  boundary  was  to  be 
found  in  the  articles  of  capitulation  of  General 
Coss. 

After  this,  Santa  Anna  raised  a  large  ATexican 
force  to  drive  every  American  from  the  soil  of 
Mexico.  He  was  in  control  of  the  army  and 
backed  by  the  priesthood;  while  the  people  who 
would  have  sustained  the  Texans  were  unarmed. 
The  Texans  had  but  about  one  thousand  troops  to 
o]ipose  to  the  overwhelming  Mexican  force.  But 
a  battle  took  place,  in  which  Santa  Anna  was  de- 
feated, half  his  army  was  destroyed,  and  Santa 
Anna  taken  prisioner.  A  treaty  was  afterwards 
made,  in  which  the  Mexicans  acknowledged  the 
Rio  Grande  as  the  boundary  of  Texas,  and  also 
acknowledged  the  independence  of  Texas.  This 
treaty  was"  made  with  Filisola,  Santa  Anna  being 
a  prisoner.  This  was  the  second  link  in  the  chain 
of  title. 

It  had  been  urged  that  this  treaty  was  made  by 
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Santa  Anna  while  he  was  a  prisoner  and  under 
duress.  Tlie  same  treaty  was  proposed  to  Santa 
Anna,  when  he  was  first  taken,  and  refused  by 
himT  It  was  then  made  with  Filisola,  who  was 
not  a  prisoner,  and  wlio  was  at  the  head  of  five 
thousand  men,  while  the  Texans  only  amounted  lo 
one  thousand.  It  was  ratified  by  the  Government 
of  Mexico,  for  very  good  reasons — not  M  save  the 
life  of  Santa  Anna,  but  to  save  the  Central  Govern- 
ment, which  was  in  danger  of  being  overthrown. 

The  title  of  Texas  did  not  rest  on  this  treaty. 
It  was  clear  without  it.  The  Mexicans  retired 
beyond  the  Rio  Giande.  They  had  never  since 
supposed  that  they  had  any  claim  on  that  side  the 
Rio  Grande.  Filisola  retired  beyond  the  Rio 
Grande.  The  Texans  took  possession  of  the  ter- 
ritory, and  had  kept  possession  of  it  ever  since. 
It  was  occupied  chiefly  by  the  widows  of  those 
who  had  fallen  in  the  contest  with  Santa  Anna 
when  he  attempted  to  overthrow  the  Government 
of  Texas.  Texas  could  never  be  induced  to  with- 
draw protection  from  these  widows  and  their 
orf)hans. 

-  He  stated  that  there  was  never  a  custom-house 
at  Brazos.  The  custom-house  was  at  Matamoros. 
He  explained  the  circumstances  which  had  led  to 
the  putting  in  of  vessels  at  Brazos.  He  stated 
that  Laredo  was  a  Mexican  port,  which  was  re- 
moved by  the  Mexicans  from  this  to  the  other  side 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  this  he  regarded  as  testi- 
mony that  Mexico  considered  that  the  territory  on 
this  side  of  the  river  was  within  the  Texan  bound- 
ary. 

Since  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  if  the  Mexicans 
had  claimed  the  boundary  to  the  Nueces,  he  de- 
manded the  production  of  the  proof.  So  far  from 
having  claimed  it,  she,  by  her  acts,  disclaimed  it. 
He  read  from  a  proclamation  of  General  Woll  to 
show  that  he,  by  implication,  sustained  the  right 
of  Texas  to  the  Rio  Grande.  The  Nueces  was  a 
new  idea.  Up  to  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  Mex- 
ico had  not  adopted  this  claim.  He  read  from  the 
account  given  by  Santa  Anna  of  that  battle,  in 
which  he  said  that  he  could  not  entertain  any  prop- 
osition for  peace  while  any  Amei'ican  soldiers  were 
on  that  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  or  on  any  portion 
of  Mexican  territory. 

As  to  Santa  Fe,  it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to 
go  at  length  into  any  evidence  of  the  title  of  Texas 
to  it.  There  was  a  contest  going  on  between  Tex- 
as and  Mexico  as  to  the  possession  of  that  place. 
The  United  States  had  now  gone  thither  and  taken 
possession  of  it,  and  would  probably  keep  it. 

It  had  been  said  the  President  commenced  the 
war.  When  a  fray  took  place  between  individuals, 
the  blood  became  hot,  and  one  assault  followed 
another,  until  it  was  often  forgotten  how  the  fray 
commenced.  Thus  he  thought  it  was  nov/.  If 
any  one  could  examine  all  the  facts,  he  must  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  President  could  do  noth- 
ing, and  that  General  Taylor  could  do  nothing 
but  what  had  been  done.  He  reviewed  the  facts 
connected  with  the  advance  of  Geapral  Taylor  to 
the  Rio  Grande,  and  adverted  to  the  outrages  per- 
petrated by  Mexicans,  especially  to  the  attack  on 
a  family  of  sixteen  persons,  two  of  them  ladies, 
the  latter  of  whom  were  outraged,  and  the  whole 
afterwards  murdered,  and  the  fingers  of  these  ladies 
were  cut  off,  and  carried  into  Mexico  as  trophies. 
He  asserted  that  if  the  dungeons  of  Mexico  could 
have  been  searched,  there  would  have  been  no  two 
years  when  some  American  citizens  would  not 
have  been  found  incarcerated,  without  any  charge 
against  them.  He  thought  that  Mexico  had  re- 
ceived no  more  than  she  deserved.  He  maintained 
that  the  United  States  Government  was  not  suffi- 
ciently vigilant  and  vigorous  in  the  protection  of 
our  citizens  from  injustice  and  mal-treatment  in 
other  countries. 

He  caiTie  now  to  consider  what  remains  to  be 
done.  He  alluded  to  the  evil  efTects  which  have 
resulted  from  the  want  of  a  union  of  public  opinion 
in  favor  of  the  war.  He  admitted  that  many,  who 
were  as  patriotic  and  conscientious  as  he  could  be, 
believed  the  war  to  be  unjust,  and  to  have  been 
,  improperly  begun.  But  the  results  of  these  difTer- 
ehccs  of  opinion  were  unf;ivoral)le  to  peace. 

To  withdraw  our  troops  would,  he  said,  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  occupation  of  a  foreign  government. 
He  happened  to  know,  that  Mexico  had  for  a  long 
time  been  entirely  under  the  influence  of  the  offi- 
cial agents  of  Great  Britain.  To  this  foreign  influ- 
ence he  attributed  the  hatied  of  this  country,  and 
the  decline  of  our  trade  with  Mexico.     He  had 


derived  strong  corroborative  evidence  of  this  fact 
from  Colonel  Fremont,  who  had  communicated  to 
him  circumstances  showing  that  great  portions  of 
the  church  property  in  California  had  been  trans- 
ferred into  the  hands  of  British  agents,  as  well  as 
other  property. 

If  we  were  to  withdraw  our  forces,  the  military 
power  under  Santa  Anna  would  immediately  as- 
sume the  'control;  or  if  Paredes  should  gain  the 
ascendency,  being  a  monarchist  in  principle,  we- 
should  have  a  foreign  prince  there,  who  would  op- 
press the  Mexicans,  and  we  should  have  foreigners 
to  contend  with.  Santa  Anna,  who  would  be  most 
likely  to  succeed,  has  no  love  for  the  Mexicans, 
since  his  leg  v/as  kicked  about  the  streets.  He 
would  be  willing  to  enslave  them,  or  lend  his  aid 
to  any  one  who  would  enslave  them.  The  Presi- 
dent had  made  so  many  attempts  at  negotiation,  as 
almost  to  subject  himself  to  ridicule.  He  (Mr.  R.) 
would  push  the  war  until  Mexico  could  be  brought 
to  her  senses. 

To  a  defensive  line  he  was  opposed,  as  calcu- 
lated indefinitely  to  protract  the  war. 

He  was  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  Mexico  we  are  deter- 
mined to  force  a  peace  out  of  her.  If  she  saw 
that  this  was  our  course — that  we  are  not  suffering 
ourselves  to  be  distracted  by  a  pending  Presiden- 
tial election,  and  that  an  army  of  50,000  men  was 
ready  to  pounce  upon  her, — she  would  at  once 
conclude  a  peace. 

It  had  been  said,  we  have  men  enough  in  Mexi- 
co; and  this  may  be  true.  The  battle  of  Buena 
Vista  had  been  appealed  to.  It  was  said  we  had 
enough  there  to  whip  the  overwhelming  force  of 
Santa  Anna;  and  this  was  true.  But  if  we  had 
had  20,000  men  there,  instead  of  6,000,  not  a 
Mexican  would  have  escaped.  Had  our  army 
been  only  600,  they  would  have  stood  their  ground, 
and,  although  they  might  have  been  killed,  would 
never  have  been  whipped. 

If  there  could  be  any  security  against  foreign 
interference — against  Mexico  falling  into  the  hands 
of  a  European  Power, — he  would  be  content  with 
a  small  portion  of  her  territory,  by  way  of  indem- 
nity; but  in  the  absence  of  all  such  security,  he 
could  not  understand  how  the  taking  possession  of 
all  the  territory,  and  guaranteeing  the  protection  of 
the  people,  could  be  called  robbery-. 

He  would  not  vote  for  any  treaty  which  does 
not  give  us  to  the  Sierra  Madre  and  the  whole  of 
California.  This  would  be  indispensable  to  enable 
us  to  keep  in  our  hands  a  necessary  control  over 
her  movements,  and  it  would  be  the  best  thing  for 
Mexico,  as  she  is  not  able  to  govern  her  distant 
provinces.  She  has  never  been  able  to  protect 
California  or  the  Rio  Grande.  The  inhabitants  of 
those  provinces  are  assailed  by  Indians,  and  the 
women  and  children  are  daily  falling  into  the  hands 
of  these  roving  bands,  by  whom  they  are  made 
slaves  for  life.  It  would  therefore  be  beneficial  to 
Mexico  to  take  this  course.  He  would  venture 
this  prediction,  that  if  we  continue  the  war  for 
twelve  months  longer,  we  shall  never  get  rid  of 
it  without  the  annexation  of  the  whole  of  Mex- 
ico. 

Mr.  GREENE  took  the  floor,  and,  on  his  mo- 
tion, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

Washington,  February  18,  1848. 
-Gentlemen:  In  the  Congressional  Globe  of  the  16th  in- 
stant, is  a  sketch  of  my  speech  on  the  "Ten  Regiment  Bill," 
so  called,  delivered  in  the  Senate  on  the  14f,li,  in  which  are, 
as  is  unavoidable,  many  errors.  One  only  is  so  import- 
ant that  I  must  beg  you  to  correct  it,  by  publishing  this 
note. 

In  the  sketch,  I  find  this  sentence:  "If  the  State  of 
'  Maine  chose  to  secede  from  our  Union,  and  establish  a 
'  monarchy,  and  should  the  rest  oflhft  States  oppose  it,  would 
'  they  have  any  rii;ht  to  force  Maine  to  their  views  ?" 

So  far  from  saying  this,  I  said  tlie  contrary.  After  hiiving 
shown  the  independent  condition  of  Texas  as  a  member  of 
the  Confederary  of  1824,  and  the  establishment  of  tiie  eentral 
despotism  of  Mexico  in  1835,  to  which  all  the  States  sub- 
mitted, save  Texas — she  adhering  to  her  republican  forms, 
ami  to  the  constitution  of  18-24—1  said,  in  substance:  Sup- 
pose all  the  States  of  this  Union,  save  Maine,  should  abolish 
their  republican  forms,  and  establish  a  monarchy,  or  a  des- 
potism, would  they  have  any  right  to  coerce  Maine  to  do  the 
same.'  I  said  they  would  not.  She  would  have  a  perfect 
right  to  maintain  her  republican  forms,  if  she  could  ;  and  a 
war  waged  to  destroy  them  would  ho  a  war  of  aggression, 
and  so  of  any  other  State  in  the  Union. 

So  soon  as  I  can  revise  the  notas  handed  me  by  Ihc  report- 
er of  the  Senate's  proceedings,  I  will  send  you  a  copy  of  the 
speech  for  your  Appendix.  In  the  mean  time,  please  publish 
this  in  your  next  paper.    Very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  BRBESE. 
Messrs.  JIlair  &.  Rives. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  February  18,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Elections,  reported  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  read  and  agreed  to; 

Resolved,  That  the  memorial  and  specification  of  James 
Monroe,  the  reply  thereto  of  David  S.  Jackson,  together 
with  the  evidence  and  exhibits  taken  by  the  parties  iii  rela-  ' 
tion  to  the  contested  election  in  the  sixth  Congressional 
district  of  the  State  of  New  York,  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  HARALSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution  to  refund  ^ 
money  for  expenses  incurred,  subsistence  or  trans- 
portation furnished,  and  money  advanced  by  indi- 
vidual citizens  of  the  United  States  for  the  use  of 
the  volunteers  before  or  after  being  mustered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States.  Read  and  com- 
rnitted. 

PAYMENT  OF  TEXAS  VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  BURT,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
it  was  referred,  reported  a  joint  resolution  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  the  regiment  of  mounted 
troops  called  into  the  service  of  flie  United  States 
by  Colonel  Curtis,  the  commanding  oflicer  at  Ca- 
margo. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time — 

Mr.  BURT  asked  that  it  might  be  put  upon  its 
nassage. 

The  SPEAKER  stated,  if  there  were  no  objec- 
tion nor  any  motion  to  commit,  the  question  would 
be  on  the  engrossment  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  BURT,  in  answer  to  various  inquiries,  said 
this  resolution  would  not  necessarily  go  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
because  it  did  not  in  eflfect  make  any  appropriation 
of  rnoney.  The  House  would  perceive  that  the 
resolution  was  designed  to  give  the  Secretary  of 
War  authority  to  pay  that  regiment  out  of  funds 
already  appropriated  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
war.  It  did  not  ask  for  the  appropriation  of  a 
single  dollar,  nor  was  an  appropriation  necessary; 
it  simply  proposed  to  give  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress to  pay  certain  sums  out  of  appropriations 
already  made  and  unexpended.  He  trusted,  there- 
fore, and  as  the  Coinmittee  on  Military  Affairs  was 
unanimous  in  favor  of  its  passage,  that  it  would 
not  be  obstructed  by  either  side  of  the  House,  but 
bo  passed  through  all  its  stages. 

Mr.  HENLEY  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  part 
of  the  resolution  which  proposed  to  pay  for  horses 
lost  for  want  of  forage.  His  reason  was  this:  This 
Government  has  ever  refused  to  pay  for  horses  so 
lost,  and  he  was  therefore  opposed  to  the  payment 
in  this  case,  when  in  former  cases  such  payment 
had  been  refused. 

Mr.  BURT  begged  leave  to  say  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  never,  in  the  course  of  his  life, 
made  a  more  palpable  mistake.  So  far  from  his 
statement  being  true,  the  very  reverse  was  the  fact, 
as  was  shown  by  all  the  legislation  of  Congress  on 
that  subject.  But  the  officers  of  the  Government 
were  not  authoi'ized  to  make  such  payments  with- 
out the  special  authority  of  Congress;  and  such, 
authority,  in  accordance  with  precedents,  this  reso- 
lution proposed  to  give.  When  mounted  troops 
have  been  raised  and  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  horses  have  been  lost 
for  want  of  forage  which  the  Governinent  could 
not  or  would  not  provide,  such  horses  have  at  all 
times  been  paid  for;  and  he  would  ask  how  any 
man  with  a  conscience,  could  refuse  to  pay  for 
horses  so  lost,  either  by  the  misfortune  or  the  fault 
of  the  Government. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  thought  the  resolution  was  of 
such  a  character  that  it  should  go  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  The  gen- 
tleiYian  from  South  Carolina  had  said  that  this  res- 
olution did  not  make  an  ajipropriation;  but  if  he 
had  not  greatly  misunderstood  its  character,  it  was 
an  appropriation  of  an  appropriation  which  was 
already  made.  There  were  other  important  ques- 
tions involved  in  this  resolution,  and  therefore  ho 
moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BURT  desired  permission  to  say  "  word  or 
two  in  explanation  of  the  ciirumstancos  which  re- 
quired the  payment  for  these  hor.-cs,  and  he  thought 
he  could  satisfy  the  House  that  the  resolution 
ought  to  be  passed.  He  was  very  reluctant  toob- 
tritde  himself  on  the  attention  of  the  House  evea 
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to  make  a  brief  statement  of  facts  connected  with 
this  regiment  being  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United'Statcs,  but^perhaps  it  was  now  proper  that 
he  should  do  so. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  rose  to  a  questio)iof  order, 
respecting  which  a  brief  conversation  ensued  be- 
tween him  and  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  HURT  then  proceeded  to  state  to  the  House 
that  after  the  army  of  General  Taylor  marciied 
towards  Saltillo,  Colonel  Curtis,  of  the  Ohio  vol- 
unteers, was  left  in  command  of  the  forces  at 
Cainar;!>;o,and  of  all  the  line  of  General  Taylor  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande  towards  Saltillo.  It 
would  be  recollected  that  Colonel  Curtis,  who  was 
a  vigilant  officer,  was  advised  of  the  approach  of  a 
large  and  numerous  army  under  General  Santa 
Anna  on  the  position  of  General  Taylor.  He  had 
had  no  intelligence  from  the  armyofGeneralTaylor 
since  the  21st  of  February  of  last  year,  and  it  was 
known  to  the  House  that  on  that  day  there  was 
akirmishing  between  the  armies  of  General  Santa 
Anna  and  "General  Taylor.  Colonel  Curtis  was 
unable  to  hear  anything  of  our  army,  and  was 
ignorant  of  its  fate  until  about  the  1st  of  April. 
So  entirely  was  all  communication  cut  off  that  no 
intelligence  was  received  Ijy  Colonel  Curtis  of  the 
conflict  between  the  tv/o -armies,  and  he  deemed  it 
his  absolute  duty,  knowing  that  General  Urea  was 
in  the  neighborhood  with  from  four  timusand  to 
live  thousand  cavalry,  which  daily  endangered  the 
whole  line  of  the  Ilio  Grande,  to  call  on  the  States 
for  a  large  body  of  troops.  He  called  on  the  State 
of  Texas  for  two  thousand  troops.  He  had  no 
authority  for  making  that  call',  as  every  one  knew. 
It  was  not  authorized  by  the  War  Department  nor 
by  General  Taylor;  but  Colonel  Curtis  made  a 
requisition  on  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
and,  in  his  absence,  the  Secretary  of  State,  whose 
duty  it  became,  issued  a  proclamation  calling 
troops  into  the  service,  and  appointing  San  Antonio 
as  a  place  of  rendezvous.  This  regiment,  with 
great  promptitude  and  gallantry,  repaired  to  the 
place  of  rendezvous.  When  Colonel  Curtis  issued 
his  requisition,  which,  he  repeated,  that  officer  had 
no  authority  to  issue,  it  became  a  que.stion  for  the 
State  of  Texas  to  acknowledge  or  disregard  the 
authority  of  Colonel  Curtis;  but  the  State  of  Texas 
deemed  the  exigencies  of  such  a  nature  as  to  justify 
the  call,  and  it  was  therefore  promptly  responded 
to;  and  the  regiment  she  raised  repaired  to  the 
rendezvous;  and  they  were  there  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States.  Having  still  received 
no  intelligence  from  General  Taylor,  that  regiment 
was  put  on  march  for  Camargo,  and,  when  within 
a  day's  march  of  that  place,  it  was  met  by  an  order 
from  General  Taylor,  informing  them  of  the  battle 
of  Buena  Vista,  and  directing  them,  and  all  other 
iroofis  raised  under  the  same  call,  to  return  and  be 
mustered  out  of  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
Here,  then,  was  most  gallant  conduct  on  the  part 
of  this  regiment,  in  meeting  a  call  which  was  just- 
itied  by  the  exigencies  of  the  time,  as  was  admit- 
ted by  all  who  were  informed  of  the  state  of  things 
on  the  Rio  Grande.  It  was  not  for  this  regiment 
to  go  behind  the  proclamation  of  the  State  officers. 
Well,  having  obtained  the  proclamation,  they  were 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and 
on  their  march  from  San  Antonio  towards  Camargo 
they  passed  through  a  country  where  forage  could 
not  be  obtained,  and  many  horses  were  lost  on 
that  marcli.  They  were  then  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  he  was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  con- 
eeivc  why  any  gentleman  should  resist  the  appli- 
cation now  made  to  pay  for  them.  The  Secretary 
of  War,  as  the  House  well  knew,  in  his  annual 
report,  stating  the  fact  that  thi.s  regiment  was  called 
into  the  sprvice  without  authority  of  that  depart- 
ment or  any  competent  officer,  still  recommended 
that  the  regiment  should  be  paid.  In  making  the 
payment  proposed  by  this  resolution,  this  regi- 
ment would  be  f.laccd  simply  on  the  footing  of  the 
troops  sent  to  General  Taylor  by  GenerarGaines 
without  authority.  When  the  ajiplication  came  to 
thi.s  Ilou.se  for  the  payment  of  thr)se  troops  called 
out  by  General  Gaines  from  the  Slate  of  Louisiana, 
the  resolution  was  passed  without  a  solitary  objec- 
tion, and  he  hoped  the  House  would  pass  this 
reaoluiion  and  do  justice  to  those  gallant  men  who 
80  prom|itly  were  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  made  some  inquiry,  which  was 
not  heard  at  the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  BURT  replied  that  that  portion  of  the  reso- 
lution simply  declared  that  they  should  be  entitled 


to  the  bounty  lands  they  would  have  been  entitled 
to  if  they  had  been  mhstered  into  the,  service  under 
the  call  of  competent  authority.  That  had  been 
recommended  by  the  War  Department,  in  obedi- 
ence to  which  it  was  drawn,  so  as  to  place  those 
men  v/here  they  would  have  stood  if  Colonel  Cur- 
tis had  had  authority  to  make  the  call. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  said  that  he  had  no  wish  to  be 
understood  as  opposing  the  bill;  on  the  contrary, 
should  he,  on  examination  of  its  merit?;,  find  it  to 
be  just,  he  should  be  ready  to  vote  for  it.  But 
he  did  oppose  the  rapid  way  in  wliich  many  bills 
had  lately  been  carried  through  the  House.  The 
present  bill  fnvolved  important  principles.  The 
House  had  made  a  provision  of  bounty  lands; 
and  tills  bill  professed  to  be  grounded  on  a  call 
for  troops  by  Colonel  Curtis,  made  upon  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Texas.  If  that  call  was  authorized  to 
be  made,  or  if  the  Governor  of  Texas  believed 
himself  to  be  bound  to  obey  it,  Mr.  P.  did  not 
know;  possibly  both  might  be  true,  and  then  he 
certainly  should  not  oppose  the  claim.  But  they 
had  passed  many  bills  of  late,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, without  referring  them  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  some  to  his  knowledge  which  never 
would  have  passed  had  they  previously  gone  to  a 
committee.  One,  particularly,  he  had  in  his  eye, 
which,  if  the  circumstances  of  the  case  had  been 
known,  would  not  have  commanded  ten  votes. 
The  Committee  of  Claims  was  organized  expressly 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  such  claims,  and  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  were  under  obligation  to 
do  the  same  before  a  bill  passed  the  House.  If  the 
principles  of  this  bill  were  right  it  should  have  his 
support,  but  if  not  he  should  most  certainly  oppose 
it.  Meanwhile  he  demanded  the  previousquestion. 
Mr.  P.,  however,  consented  to  withdraw  hiscall  for 
the  previousquestion,  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  who  said  that  he 
understood  this  bill  or  resolution  made  provision 
to  pay  for  horses  lost  by  citizens  of  Texas  who 
had  obeyed  a  call  of  the  Governor  and  entered  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States;  the  horses,  as  he 
understood  if,  were  lost  for  want  of  forage  being 
provided  by  the  United  States.  The  appropriation 
asked  for  was  right  and  just,  and  according  to  the 
universal  practice  of  the  Government,  which  had 
always  paid  for  horses  lost  without  fault  of  the 
owners.  But  there  were  other  classes  of  persons 
who  had  lost  horses,  who  were  equally  meritori- 
ous with  those  embraced  by  this  brll.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
would  report  a  general  bill,  covering  all — for  all 
stood  on  the  same  grounds,  both  of  equity  and  of 
precedent. 

The  CHAIR  here  reminded  Mr.  Jones  that  the 
House  was  not  now  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  JONES  said  he  was  aware  of  that;  he 
merely  wished  to  mention  that  there  was  one  regi- 
ment of  mounted  men  from  Tennessee  who  had 
been  transported  from  Tampico  to  Vera  Cruz 
without  their  horses,  which  were  sent  on  to  them 
afterwards.  Of  these  horses  many  had  been  thrown 
overboard  to  lighten  the  ships  which  carried  them, 
during  the  storms  they  had  to  encounter  on  their 
voyage.  Such  of  them  as  reached  Vera  Cruz  in 
safety  had  there  been  delivered  to  their  owners, 
who,  at  the  end  of  their  term  of  service,  delivered 
over  their  horses  and  were  duly  paid  for  them; 
while  those  whose  horses  had  been  thrown  into  the 
.sea  to  save  the  vessel  had  never  yet  received  a 
dollar  in  compensation.  He  hoped  that  the  com- 
mittee would  prepare  a  bill  thatshoidd  include  this 
class  of  individuals,  with  all  others  who,  while 
serving  the  country,  had  lost  horses  without  any 
fault  or  delinquency  of  their  own. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  something,  not  a  word  of 
which  could  be  heard  on  the  right  of  the  chair;  but 
believed  to  be  a  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BURT  said,  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
would  permit  him,  he  would  move  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  be  postponed  till 
Tuesday  next,  and  be  made  the  special  order  for 
that  day. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  assented  to  the  postponement, 
but  hoped  it  would  go  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  .state  of  the  Union. 

After  a  conversation,  in  which  Messrs.  GID- 
DINGS, BOYD,  and  BURT  took  part,  the  ques- 
tion was  put  on  postponement,  and  agreed  to. 

APPROPRIATION   OF   PUBLIC  LANDS. 
Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Commitlceon 


Naval  AfVairs,  reported  a  bill  granting  to  the  Flor- 
ida, Alabama,  and  Georgia  Rmlroad  Company  the 
alternate  sections  of  the  public  lands  along  the 
route  of  their  proposed  railroads. 

Mr.  K.  moved  to  comnn't  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  that  five  thousand  extra 
copies  of  the  accompanying  report  and  maps  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Flouse.  The  bill  was 
committed. 

The  question  being  then  on  the  printing  of  the 
extra  copies — 

Mr.  COLLAMER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  had  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 
He  had  but  one  point  to  make.  This  bill  or  reso- 
lution went  to  dispose  of  a  considerable  body  of 
the  public  lands;  and  so  far  it  was  not  a  private  bill, 
but  one  of  a  public  nature.  If  the  Committee  or» 
Naval  AlTaiis  was  the  proper  organ  of  the  House 
to  report  bills  relating  to  the  public  lands,  and  land 
bills  were  to  be  reported  without  consulting  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  he  wished  to  know  it. 
He  moved  to  leeonsider  the  vote  referring  the  bill 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  with  a  view  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 
.Rlr.  KING  said  this  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  imposed  upon  him  the  necessity  of 
saying  a  few  words  in  explanation  of  the  provisions 
of  this  bill.  Pensacola  was  the  great  naval  station 
in  the  Gulf  for  the  protection  and  refitting  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  States.  Reports  of  our  engi- 
neers, made  to  the  Government  from  year  to  year, 
showed  that  the  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  this  import- 
ant station  were  so  exceedingly  barren  as  to  be 
uninhabited  and  destitute  of  roads  passing  through 
them.  In  consequence  of  this,  a  naval  depot  of  so 
much  value  and  importance  to  the  Government, 
together  with  all  the  fortifications  in  its  vicinity, 
were  liable  at  any  time  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  an 
enterprising  enemy.  A  bill  i)roviding  means  to 
remedy  so  great  an  evil,  by  tiie  construction  of  a 
good  military  road,  was  a  bill  eminently  connected 
with  the  naval  affairs  of  the  country,  and  it  had 
therefore  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs.  The  committee  in  its  report  had  given  at 
large  all  the  reasons  why  jurisdiction  of  the  sub- 
ject pertained  to  them,  as  well  as  in  favor  of  the 
measure  itself.  If  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
would  but  sutTer  that  report  to  be  printed,  he  would  ' 
be  at  once  fully  satisfied.  All  the  members  would 
then  be  allowed  ample  time  to  reflect  on  the  case 
before  they  were  called  on  to  act  upon  it.  Mean- 
while, he  earnestly  hoped  the  reference  of  the  bill 
would  not  be  reconsidered.  Let  the  report  be 
printed,  and  then  let  the  House  judge  whether 
there  could  be  any  necessity  of  sending  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  Mr.  K.  said  he 
entertained  the  greatest  possible  respect  for  that 
committee,  as  well  as  for  the  high  character  and 
judgment  and  liberality  of  his  friend  from  Ver- 
mont, [Mr.  CoLLAMER,]  and  he  was  very  sure  that 
gentleman  could  have  been  actuated  by  no  desire 
to  make  an  attack  on  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs. The  gentleman  was  actuated,  he  felt  very 
certain,  onlyby  a  regard  to  propriety  and  the  right 
order  of  proceeding.  The  matter  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Naval  Committee  from  no  want  of 
confidence  in  the  Land  Committee^  but  simply  be- 
cause its  nature  rendered  it  fit  that  it  should  be 
placed  in  their  care.  If  it  must  first  go  to  another 
committee,  and  wait  for  a  report  from  them,  it 
would  probably  be  lost  for  this  session. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  said  it  seemed  to 
him  that  this  was  a  subject  which  did  not  legiti- 
mately pertain  to  a  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 
The  bill  was  to  provide  means  to  construct  a  rail- 
road. The  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee, 
who  had  reported  the  bill,  had  explained  the 
grounds  of  its  provisions:  it  was  for  the  better 
protection  of  a  great  naval  depot  in  the  Gidf  of 
Florida.  A  subject  of  this  sort  did  not  fall  within 
the  cognizance  of  the  Land  Committee.  If  it  went 
to  any  other  than  the  Naval  Committee,  a  more 
appropriate  reference  would  be  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afl'airs.  He  hoped  the  motion  to  re- 
consider would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  STANTON  opposed  the  reconsideration, 
being  against  referring  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands.  He  did  not  -say  whether  he  should 
vote  for  the  bill  or  not;  but  he  was  prepared  to  .<!ay 
that  the  whole  merits  of  the  subject  were  clearly 
set  forth  in  the  committee's  report.  He  could  see 
no  reason  for  recommitment.     After  the  Commit- 
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tee  off  Naval  Affairs  had  fully  examined  the  sub- 
ject, and  had,  with  great  labor  and  ability,  pre- 
pared a  full  leport  upon  it,  it  seemed  to  him  to  be 
treating  that  committee  with  some  disrespect  to 
refer  it  again  to  another  committee.  Any  gentle- 
man who  would  take  the  pains  to  read  the  report 
would  there  find  all  the  arguments  fully  and  fairly 
presented,  and  would  understand  the  subject  in  all 
its  bearings.  Why  need  it  be  refe'rred  a  second 
time? 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  was  not  prepared  to  say 
whether  he  should  vote  for  or  against  the  proposi- 
tion in  the  bill,  but  to  him  it  was  perfectly  clear 
that  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  had  no  proper 
jurisdiction  over  an  appropriation  of  the  public  lands. 
If  a  subject  like  this  could  be  taken  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Land  Committee,  all  its  jurisdiction  over  the 
subject  of  public  lands  might  as  v/ell  be  taken  away 
and  the  committee  abolished  at  once. 

If  a  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  could  suggest 
the  proper  disposition  of  the  public  domain,  with 
a  view  to  facilitate  the  intercourse  of  different  parts 
of  the  country,  in  addition  to  looking  after  the 
naval  affairs  of  the  Government;  if  they  were  to 
propose  the  appropriation  of  millions  of  acres  of  the 
public  lands  to  build  railroads  when  they  thought 
them  needed  to  strengthen  the  defences  of  the 
country,  they  might  take  cognizance  in  like  man- 
ner of  every  work  of  internal  impiovement  through- 
out the  land,  and  all  proposals  for  works  of  that 
description  must  be  submitted  to  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee. They  would  have  to  report  on  Mr. 
Whitney's  great  road  to  Oregon,  because  lands 
were  asked  for  that,  and  though  the  Committee  on 
PublicLands  had  that  proposition  now  before  tliem, 
he  supposed  they  must  give  it  up,  and  submit  it  to 
the  committee  who  had  charge  of  the  naval  affairs 
of  the  country.  The  practice  of  the  Flouse  and 
the  rules  of  the  House  would  sanction  no  such  ref- 
erence. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  called  for  the  reading  of  the  rules 
■which  prescribed  the  duties  of  the  several  standing 
committees;  which  was  read  accordingly. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  put,  and 
carried,  and  the  motion  to" refer  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  was 
reconsidered — ayes  85. 

It  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

CLAIM  OF  PAUL  JONES's  HEIRS. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  a 
resolution  to  terminate  the  debate  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  in  two  hours  on  the  Senate  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Paul  Jones,  after  the 
House  shall  again  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  private  calendar. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  moved  to  lay  the  res- 
olution on  the  table.     Negatived. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  suggested  to  Mr.  Rock- 
well, to  modify  his  resolution  so  as  to  close  the 
debate  in  one  hour;  which  being  agreed  to,  the 
resolution  was  adopted. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  private  bills,  (Mr.  McClernand, 
of  Illinois,  in  the  chair.) 

The  first  bill  on  the  calendar  was  the  Senate  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Paul  Jones: 

The  debate  on  the  bill  was  resumed,  and  contin- 
ued by  Messrs.  BOWLIN,  PUTNAM,  and 
ROCKWELL  of  Connecticut. 

The  hour  for  closing  the  debate  arriving,  the 
committee  proceeded  to  vote  on  amendments  as 
proposed. 

Mr.  PUTNAM  moved  to  amend  the  first  sec- 
tion by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "appropria- 
ted," in  the  7th  line,  viz:  the  words  "upon  the 
■principles  of  justice  and  equity,  according  to  acts 
in  similar  cases,  and  applicable  thereto."  Disa- 
greed to. 

Mr.  PUTNAM  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  by  adding  after  the  words  "to  adjust  and 
pay,"  in  the  5th  line,  the  following:  "the  balance 
found  due,  if  any,  to  the  legal  heirs  or  representa- 
tives of  the  said  Jones."     Disagreed  to. 

The  second  section  was  read,  and  amended  by 
the  insertion  of  the  word  "  captors"  in  the  13th 
line;  so  that  it  reads,  "  to  Lje  apportioned  on  the 
basis  of  the  distribution  of  a  settlement  made  with 
the  captors  for  prizes,"  &c. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  words,  "  the  said  proportion  to  be 
deducted  from  the  indemnity  to  be  received  from 


Denmark,  in  satisfaction  of  the  loss  sustained  in 
the  three  prizes  aforesaid."     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  moved  further  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  thereto  the  following:  "deducting, 
however,  from  the  share  of  Captain  Peter  Landais 
the  sum  received  by  him  or  his  legal  representa- 
tives, under  an  act  of  Congress  approved  the  28th 
of  March,  1806."     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  moved  to  amend  the 
second  section  by  striking  out  the  "  represent- 
atives,"and  inserting  "  heirs,"  and  to  add  after 
the  words  "  John  Paul  Jones,"  the  words  "  being 
citizens  of  the  United  States;"  so  as  to  make  the 
claims  payable  to  the  legal  heirs  of  the  said  John 
Paul  Jones,  "..being  citizens  of  the  United  States," 
&c. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  moved  to  add  at  the  end  of 
the  bill  a  proviso  disallowing  interest  on  the  claim. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  moved  to  amend  the 
second  section  by  striking  out  the  words  "  as  esti- 
mated by  Benj.  Franklin,"  and  inserting  after  the 
words  "proportions  of,"  the  "sum  of  fJ24,421  78;" 
so  that  it  would  read  "  their  respective  proportions 
of  !^24,42l  78,  the  value  of  three  prizes  captured," 
&jC      xvcisctGcl. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  moved  to  add  at  the 
end  of  the  bill  a  proviso,  a  copy  of  which  could  not 
be  obtained.     It  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  moved  to  amend  the  third 
section  by  inserting  the  word  "  lineal"  after  the 
word  "  legal,"  so  as  to  make  the  claim  payable  to 
the  "  legal  lineal  representatives  of  the  said  John 
Paul  Jones."     Disagreed  to. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through — 

Mr.  BOWLIN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  insert- 
ing a  substitute  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  pay  to  the  legal  heirs  of  John  Paul 
Jones  the  sum  of  ^24,421  78,  the  value  of  the  prizes 
captured  by  said  Jones  and  carried  into  the  port  of 
Bergen,  in  Norway,  and  by  Denmark  delivered 
up  to  Great  Britain  in  1779.     Rejected. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  again  moved  the  substitute  for  the 
bill  which  he  moved  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  the 
previous  question;  and  under  the  operation  thereof, 
the  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  raised  a  question  of  order  on 
the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Bowlin,  and  in- 
quired if  Mr.  B.  could  move  an  amendment  while 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  were  pending. 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  Mr.  Ashmun's  point 
of  order. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Bowlint's 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  76, 
nays  100. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and,  under 
the  operation  of  theiDrevious  question,  was  passed: 
Yeas  99,  nays  77. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  passing  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  John  Paul  Jones. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table.     Agreed  to. 

A  motion  was  made  that  when  the  House  ad- 
journs, it  will  adjourn  till  Monday  next. 

The  question  on  which  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative by  yeas  and  nays:  Yeas  84,  nays  82. 

And  the  House  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred : 

By  Mr.  TWEEDY:  The  petition  of  H.  N.  Strong  and  192 
others,  praying  lor  the  establishment  of  a  post-ronte  from 
Port  Washington,  Wisconsin,  to  Beaver  Dam,  via  Salisbury 
Mills  and  Hnrricane.  Also,  the  petition  of  Bertincit  O'Con- 
ner  and  .'iO  others,  for  the  same  object.  Also,  the  petition  of 
Richard  Catlin  and  70  others,  [iraying  for  the  establislnnent 
of  a  post-route  from  Waupun,  f'ond  du  liao  county,  Wiscon- 
sin, via  Cuesco,  to  Dartford.  Also,  the;  petition  of  William 
Wright  and  26  others,  of  Winnebago  county,  in  Wisconsin, 
|)raying  for  a  proportional  reduction  of  postage  on  all  news- 
papers not  containing  more  than  .WO  snnarn  inchcf?. 

By  Mr.  G(1TT:  The  remonstrance  of  Squire  Munro  and 
29  others,  citizens  of  Onondaga  county,  New  York,  and  the 
remonstrance  of  Burr  Burton  and  34  others,  citizens  of  said 
county,  against  the  passage  of  any  law  renewing  and  contin- 
uing the  patent  of  Jetliro  Wood  for  a  cast-iron  plough. 
Also,  the  remonstrance  of  the  people  of  the  town  of  Onon- 
daga, in  said  county,  in  town  meeting  as-semblud,  upon  the 
same  subject. 


By  Mr.  RICHEY:  The  petition  of  .James  A.  Adair  and 
.54  oiher  citizens  of  Morgan  county.  Ohio,  prajing  that  the 
act  of  Congress  passed  March  .3,  1847,ref|uinng  tlie  pnynient 
of  postage  on  newspapers  within  30  miles  be  repealed,  and 
also  a  reduction  of  letter  po.-tiige. 

By  Mr.  EMBREE  :  A  petition  and  application  of  John  F. 
Stascr,  fr)r  a  military  land  warrant,  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of llth  February.  1847. 

By  Mr.  HOLME.S,"of  New  York  :  The  memorial  of  Pro- 
fessor Dewey  and  several  of  the  drn-jgists  of  Rochester,  New 
York,  praying  for  a  law  subjecting  imported  articles  intended 
for  medical  use  to  competent  inspection,  and  if  found  base 
or  spurious,  to  confiscation  and  de.-truction. 

By  Mr.  NELSON:  The  remonstriuice  of  Reuben  R.  Finch 
and  281  other  farmers  and  manufacturers  of  plnngbs,  of  West- 
chester county,  New  York,  against  the  passage  of  any  law 
renewing  or  e,vtending  the  patent  of  Jethro  Wood  for  the 
cast-iron  plough. 

By  Mr.  COCKE :  The  petition  of  Robert  Hooke  and  26 
otliers,  citizens  of  East  Tennessee,  praying  Cnnsress  to 
grant  some  conjpensation  to  them  and  others  in  consequence 
of  valuable  military  services  rendered  in  repelling  the  ag- 
gression of  the  Indians  in  the  early  settlement  of  that  part 
of  the  country. 

By  Mr.  MACLAY :  Tlie  petition'of  Aaron  Kline  and  many 
other  citizens  of  the  city  of  New  York,  to  liniit  the  amount 
of  land  to  be  purchased  anil  held,  rtnd  for  the  cessation  of  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  a?  at  present,  and  for  tlie  layingthem 
out  in  farms  and  lots  foractual  settlers  not  possessed  of  other 
land.  Also,  the  petition  of  William  J.  Morgan  and  other 
citizens  of  New  York,  for  the  same.  Also,  the  memorial 
of  the  Chamber  of  Conmieree  of  the  city  of  New  York,  for 
the  return  of  duties  on  goods  destroyed  by  the  great  fire  in 
thatcitv  in  184.".. 

By  Mr.  ST.  JOHN:  The  remonstrance  of  J.  H.  Corwin 
and  other  citizens  of  Orange  county.  New  York,  against  the 
renewal  or  extension  of  the  patent  formerly  granted  to 
Jethro  Wood  for  the  cast-iron  plouuh. 

By  Mr.  CONGER:  The  remonstance  of  40  citizens  and 
farmers  of  Cortland  county,  New  York,  against  the  further 
extension  of  the  patent  of  Jethro  Wood. 

By  Mr.  EVANS,  of  Ohio»  From  James  McLaughlin  and 
48  other  citizens  of  Morgan  countv,  Ohio,  prayins  a  repeal 
of  so  much  of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1847,  as  subjects  to  the 
payment  of  postage  newspapers  circulnting  throngh  the  mail 
within  thirty  miles  of  the  office  of  publication,  and  for  a 
more  efficient  and  uniform  sy.=tetn  of  cheap  postage. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  February  IS,  1848. 

Mr.  ATCHTSONpre.'?pnted  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States  residing  in  the  Wyandot  na- 
tion, in  the  Indian  territory,  pra^'ing  a  reduction  of 
the  rates  of  postage  on  newspapers;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  document  relating  to  the  claim  of  Joseph 
Barclay,  a  soldier  in  the  last  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, to  an  allowance  of  bounty  land;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  MANGUM  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Davis  and  others,  praying  that  the  right  to 
purchase  the  timber  on  certain  public  lands  in  Ala- 
bama may  be  granted  to  them;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  two  petitions  of  citi- 
zens of  Illinois,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  mail 
route  from  Waterloo  to  Sparta,  in  that  State;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAGBY,  the  petition  of  Car- 
oline E.  Clitherall,  widow  of  George  C.  Clitherall, 
on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  AflTairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ASHLEY,  it  was  ordered, 
that  Scott,  White  &  Co.  have  leave  to  withdraw 
their  petition  and  papers. 

Mr.  BREEgE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considej-ed  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roiids  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  ofestah- 
lishing  a  post  route  from  Waterloo,  by  Red  Bud  and  Fayette- 
ville  to  Sparta,  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lutions for  consideration;  which  were  ordered  to 

be  printed: 

Resolved,  That  the  amount  collected  by  the  army  of  the 
United  States  in  Mexico,  from  the  revenues  of  that  Repub- 
lic, and  from  the  contributions  levied  on  the  people  thereof 
by  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the  support 
of  the  army,  ought  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  pro  rat:-  of 
the  awards  in  favor  of  claimants  under  the  convention  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  Republic,  of  the 
llth  of  April,  18,')9,  for  which  the  proceeds  of  the  direct 
taxes  of  the  Mexican  Republic  were  solemnly  pledged  by 
the  convention  of  the  30th  of  January,  1843. 

Resolved,  That  it  pertains  exclusively  to  Congress  to  raise 
and  support  armies  bv  appropriations  of  money  to  that  use 
for  a  limited  term;  and  that  no  power  is  conferred  by  the 
Constitution  on  the  President  to  apply  any  moneys  collected^ 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  to  the  support  ot 
tlie  army,  without  a  specific  apinopriatmn  therefor. 

Rehired,  That  the  President  be  re.piested  to  communi- 
cate to  thc^  Senate  a  particular  acconntofnll  moneys  collect- 
ed from  the  revenues  of  Mexico,  or  from  military  conlrrbu- 
tions  levied  by  his  authority,  and  of  the  manner  in  whicU 
the  same  has  been  disposed  of,  or  applied. 
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Mr.    ASHLEY,  from    the  Committee  on    the 

Judiciary,  to  whom  were  referred  the  inemorials 

■  of  Susan  C.   Randall    and    of  C.  Chaunf.ey  and 

others,  submitted   an   adverse  report;  which   was 

ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  petition 
of  J.  Bigelow,  administrator  of  Francis  Cazeau, 
deceased,  and  also  the  report  (and  bill  accompany- 
ing- the  same)  made  in  said  case  by  same  com- 
mittee, submitted  an  adverse  report;  vvliich  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TURNEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents 
and  the  Patent  Office,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Aaron  Cannan,  submitted  an  adverse 
report;  wiiich  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  La.,  it  was 
Ordered,  'i'hat  llie  Ci)inniiltee  on  Pfiisions  be  di:sc)iarged 
from  the  fiiitln'r  cnnsidcrnliori  of  tlie  pc-tition  of  Mary  Cas- 
siii;  and   that  it   be  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on   Naval 
AtTairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATCFIISON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Conimittfe  on   Indian  Afl'airs  be  dis- 
cliaiged  from  the  furllicr  consideration  of  the  memorial  of 
the  Board  of  the  .Vmerican  Indian  Mis-^itm  As:;ociarion. 

UNITED  STATES  COURTS  IN  MICHIGAN. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  concern- 
iiiij  the  courts  of  the  United  States  in  and  for  tlie 
district  of  Michigan,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  said  bill  as 
in  Committee  fif  the  Whole,  and  no  amendment 
bein^  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

HOUSE  BILLS  REPORTED.  , 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  following  bills 
from  the  Hou.se  of  Representatives,  reported  them 
without  amendment: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  heirs  of  John 
Snyder,  deceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  S.  Morris  Wain; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  .Tames  Brown,  deceased. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  from  tlie  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of  Phineas  Capen, 
legal  administrator  of  John  Cox,  deceased,  of  Bos- 
ton, reported  it  without  amendment. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE   HOUSE. 

A  message  w.-a.^  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  their  Clerk, 
announcing  that  the  House  of  Representatives  had 
passed  a  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  authorize  a  loan 
not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  sixteen  millions  of  dol- 
lars," in  which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

THE   LOAN  BILL. 

The  bill  from  the  Hoii.se  of  Representatives  to 
authorize  a  loan  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  sixteen 
millions  of  dollars,  was  read  the  first  and  second 
times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

COMPENSATION  OF  POSTMASTERS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  NILES,  the  prior  orders  were 
suspended,  and  the  bill  in  amondmcnt  of  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  'An  act 
to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage,  to  limit  the  use  and 
correct  the  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege,  and  for 
the  prevention  of  fraud  on  the  revenue  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,'"  passed  the  3d  of  March, 
1845,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as 
in  (Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment 
being  inade,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

WIDOW  OF  COLONEL  McRAE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  the  prior 
orders  were  suspended,  and  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
of  the  bill  for  the  reliff  of  Mary  McRae,  widow  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  William  McRae,  late  of  the 
United  States  artny,  deceased. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
fitriking  out  the  words  *'  during:  her  natural  life," 
and  insertinir  in  lieu  thereof"  for  the  ensuing  five 
yctir.s  from  and  after  the  jiassase  of  this  act." 
-  Mr.  SEVIER  Hii2:!rested  the  propriety  of  allow- 
\nz  the  bill  to  stand  as  it  had  been  reported.  The 
witlow  of  (^Jolonel  McRae  was  very  old  aiitl  infirm, 
and  it  was  nrtt  likely  she  would  live  much  longer. 
Their  experience  had  shown  that  the  limitation  of 


these  relief  bills  to  a  period  of  five  years  was  not 
effective,  a  renewal  always  being  sought.  In  order 
to  save  legislation,  he  made  the  suggestion,  that 
the  bill  be  allowed  to  remain  without  amendment. 
Mr.  HANNEGAN  said  that  he  should  most 
cheerfully  acqm'esce  in  the  suggestion,  were  it  not 
for  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from  the  old 
lady,  with  whom  he  had  no  previous  acquaint- 
ance, and  had  never  seen.  She  w(js  more  than 
seventy  years  of  age,  and  was  borne  down  by 
many  infirmities.  In  that  letter  the  old  lady  ex- 
pressed her  desire  that  the  limitation  of  five  years 
should  be  made  in  order  to  facilitate  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  at  the  same  time  that  she  implored  speedy 
action.  The  claim  was  a  highly  meritorious  one, 
and  the  relief  proposed  to  be  extended  was  in  con- 
sideration of  services  as  deserving  as  any  ever  ren- 
dered by  any  s:allant  soldier. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  rose,  but  yielded  to 
Mr.  NILES,  who  said  he  did  not  rise  exactly 
to  oppose  the  bill,  but  he  begged  leave  to  call  at- 
tention to  the  course  of  legislation  on  this  sub- 
ject, in  order  that  they  might  see  whither  it  is 
tending,  and  where  it  is  to  end.  For  a  length  of 
time  a  law  providing  for  the  widows  and  minor 
children  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  militia 
dying  from  wounds  in  that  service,  had  been  in 
existence.  As  he  thought,  with  good  reason,  a 
distinction  had  been  made  in  favor  of  the  militia. 
A  few  days  since,  after  very  little  consideration,  a 
bill  had  passed  the  Senate  extending  the  law  to 
which  he  had  just  alluded  to  the  regular  army  of 
the  United  States.  In  the  form  in  which  it  was 
presented,  that  bill  would  have  gone  back  to  1818, 
but  he  had  discovered  that,  and  procured  an  amend- 
ment, which  confined  its  operation  to  the  regular 
army  from  the  first  of  March,  1846,  to  the  end  of 
the  present  war.  No  doubt  the  case  now  before 
the  Senate  was  highly  meritorious;  yet,  as  it  went 
on  the  principle  that  the  widow  of  an  officer  who 
had  been  engaged  in  the  service  of  his  country  in 
war  was  entitled  to  this  extension  of  a  pension,  it 
was  easy  to  see  that,  if  passed,  it  would  not  be 
easy  to  resist  the  application  of  this  principle  to 
all  cases  of  widows  of  officers  or  soldiers  engaged 
in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain.  He  wished, 
then,  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  be  directed  to 
the  effect,  length  and  breadth  of  the  principle  in 
which  it  was  now  proposed  to  act. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  yielded  the  floor  to  his 
friend  from  Connecticut,  in  the  full  expectation 
that  he  would  support  the  bill,  because  he  so  een- 
erally  concurred  in  favor  of  what  was  right.  This 
case  of  Mrs.  MacRae  had  been  brought  forward 
by  himself  some  years  ago;  and  a  Senator  from 
Maine,  no  longer  a  member  of  the  body,  who  was 
also  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  most  cordially  cooperated  in  bringing  it  to 
the  favorable  consideration  of  the  Senate.  At  the 
time  the  case  was  first  brought  forward,  he  ex- 
pressed his  desire  that  the  principle  involved  in  the 
case  might  be  applied  to  the  whole  army;  but  the 
old  lady,  having  lived  too  long  already  to  expect  to 
be  able  to  live  long  enough  to  see  a  general  prin- 
ciple applied  to  meet  her  case,  begged  him  to  give 
the  bill  the  form  which  the  Senator  from  Indiana 
had  now  given  it.  In  that  form  he  cordially  united 
with  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  and  others  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject,  in  giving  it  a  cordial 
support,  in  the  full  conviction,  at  the  same  time, 
that  they  were  not  doing  adequate  justice.  It  was 
the  case  of  a  lady  (her  letter  .sihowed  her  to  be  one 
in  every  sense  of  the  word)  who,  for  almost  fifty 
years,  had  been  the  wife  of  as  brave  and  as  hon- 
orable a  soldier  as  everlived,  and  who,  in  this  fifty 
years  of  military  life,  was  always  upon  the  fl-on- 
tier — always  engaged  in  arduous  service,  in  Indian 
wars,  at  frontier  posts — doing  everything  which 
belonged  to  the  laborious  military  life  of  the  earli- 
est period  of  our  history,  from  '91  coming  down 
to  the  end  of  the  war  with  Great  Britain.  He  per- 
ished on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  struck  with  the 
cholera.  If  he  had  been  struck  down  by  the  ar- 
row or  the  hatchet  of  the  Indian,  his  wife  would 
have  taken  her  pension  as  a  matter  of  course.  He 
was  struck  down  in  the  line  of  his  duty,  and  his 
death  to  his  family  was  precisely  the  same  as  if 
he  had  fallen  by  the  hand  of  the  foe.  But  the  law 
made  a  difference  between  the  soldier  killed  in  bat- 
tle and  him  whodies  from  disease.  Yet  there  should 
be  no  difference,  for  it  matters  not  upon  what  field 
the  soldier  dies  who  gives  his  life  for  his  country, 
so  far  as  regards  the  merit  of  the  sacrifice.  It  is 
the  same  in  both  cases.    The  loss  to  his  family  is 


the  same.  And  far  more  was  he  to  be  pitied  who 
died  from  disease  than  he  who  fell  at  the  head  of 
his  command  on  the  field  of  battle.  Yet  the  law 
made  a  difference;  and  thus,  after  fifty  years  of 
service,  this  officer's  widow  cannot  take  a  pension, 
because  her  husband  wtts  struck  down  by  disease, 
although  in  the  line  of  his  duty.  If  she  had  been 
only  twcnty-Cour  hours  married,  and  her  husband 
had  fallen  in  battle,  she  would  have  been  entitled 
to  a  pension.  But  here,  after  fifty  years  of  service, 
the  widow  of  the  officer  receives  nothing  because 
he  did  not  happen  to  fall  by  the  hand  of  the  foe. 
A  Senator.  He  may  have  been  on  a  furlough. 
Mr.  BENTON.  On  furlough?  He  never  had 
anything  to  do  with  furlough.  What  he  had  to 
do  with  most  was  double  duty — building  forts, 
opening  roads,  making  bridges — on  the  frontier 
always.  This  was  truly  a  case  in  which  they 
might  say: 

"  Deliberat  Roma,  peril  Siisuntnm." 
The  old  lady  perishes  whilst  they  deliberate  !    He 
hoped,  in  conclusion,  that  every  consideration  of 
justice  would  prompt  the  Senate  to  consent  to  the 
immediate  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  agreed  with  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut,  that  there  miglit  be 
some  danger  in  establishing  precedents  calculated 
to  lead  to  a  too  wide  extension  of  the  pension  laws. 
But  he  did  not  apprehend  that  the  passage  of  the 
present  bill  would  operate  in  that  way.  The  case 
was  one  of  the  most  meritorious  character,  and  it 
had  peculiar  features,  which  rendered  it  hardly 
probable  that  it  would  be  hereafter  cited  as  a  prece- 
dent to  justify  any  improper  legislation. 

Mr.  PEARCE  remarked  that  it  was  difficult  to 
resist  such  appeals  to  the  feelings  of  Senators  as 
had  been  made  in  favor  of  this  bill.  But  he  was 
of  opinion  that  the  bill  introduced  a  new  principle 
in  their  legislation,  never  known  in  the  case  of  mil- 
itary pensions,  and  but  for  a  short  time,  and  that 
most  unfavorably,  in  the  case  of  naval  pensions. 
The  principle  of  the  naval  pension  law  was,  that 
the  widows  of  those  killed  in  battle,  dying  from 
wounds  received ^in  battle,  or  in  consequence  of 
exposure  to  some  of  the  peculiar  hazards  of  their 
profession,  were  entitled  to  a  pension.  So  far  he 
was  willing  to  go.  But  the  present  bill  proposed 
to  go  further.  It  proposed  to  give  a  pension  to 
the  widow  of  an  officer  who  died  from  a  disease  to 
which  he  was  not  subjected  in  the  line  of  his  duty. 
If  that  principle  were  adopted,  why  not  extend  it 
to  all  employees  of  the  Government,  civil  as  well 
as  mjitary.  He  was  very  far  from  wishing  to  de- 
tract from  the  value  and  importance  of  theservices 
of  this  officer,  but  he  did  not  approve  of  the  prin- 
ciple involved  in  the  bill.  If  the  bill  passed,  he 
did  not  see  why  they  should  not  go  on,  and,  fol- 
lowing the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri, enact  a  general  law,  giving  pensions  to  the 
widows  of  all  officers  dying  in  the  service,  no  mat- 
ter how  or  where. 

Mr.  BADGER  said  that  he  was  at  once  glad 
and  sorry  to  hear  the  remarks  of  his  friend  from 
Maryland,  because  it  was  evident  that  throughout 
his  excellent  understanding  was  engaged  in  a  forced 
contest  with  the  suggestions  of  his  heart.  For 
hitnself,  he  had  never  given  a  vote  in  that  body 
with  more  pleasure  than  he  would  vote  for  this  bill. 
It  introduced  no  new  principle  into  their  pension 
laws.  It  was  not  an  application  to  extend  the  pen- 
sion laws.  It  was  simply  an  application  to  Con- 
gress to  )iass  a  special  bill  for  a  special  case,  and 
when  a  similar  case  presented  itself  all  that  was 
to  be  done  was  to  mtilte  a  similar  provision  for  it. 
When  a  similar  case  occurred  he  would,  with  equal 
cheerfulness,  be  prepared  to  provide  for  it  in  the 
same  way.  He  thought  that  that  country  might 
be  declared  incapable  of  self-government,  and  the 
proper  discharge  of  its  duties  to  those  who  served 
it,  which  was  either  unalile  or  unwilling  to  dis- 
charge such  a  debt  as  that  incurred  in  the  present 
case — a  case  of  more  than  forty  years  unremitted, 
devoted,  fiiithful  service,  death  in  the  service,  and 
an  aged  relict  left  entirely  destitute. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said  that  he  had  refrained 
from  expn^ssing  his  own  opinion  on  the  bill  fVom 
the  fiict  that  he  had  been  satisfied  from  the  first 
that  the  Senate  would  pass  the  bill.  He  rose  for 
the  purpose  of  begging  the  friends  of  the  bill  at 
any  rate,  and  Senators  on  every  side,  to  allow  the 
question  to  be  taken  without  further  debate,  as  it 
was  apparent  from  the  hands  of  the  clock  that  un- 
less acted  on  at  once  it  would  be  laid  over  for 
another  day,  meanwhile,  in  the  beautiful  language 
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quoted  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  whilst  we 
deliberated  the  aged  widow  starved. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  no  further 
amendment  beins;  made,  the  bill  was  reported  to 
the  Senate,  and  the  amendment  concurred  in. 

And  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

ADJOURNMENT  OVER. 
On  motion,  it  was  ordered  tliat  when  the  Senate 
adjourns,  it  be  to  Monday  next. 

THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to   the   consideration  of 
the  bill  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional 
military  force. 

Mr.  GREENE,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  said , 
that  when  the  act  of  13th  May,  1846,  was  passed, 
he  was  absent  on  a  visit  to  his  family.  He  had 
since  voted  in  favor  of  all  supplies;  but  having 
made  up  his  mind  to  vote  against  this  bill,  he 
thought  it  due,  even  at  this  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, to  himself  and  his  constituents,  to  assign  his 
reasons.  He  did  not  expect  to  change  a  vote,  but 
he  must  yield  to  the  convictions  of  duty,  which 
would  not  permit  him  to  be  silent.  He  would 
have  voted  for  the  law  of  May,  1846,  had  he  been 
present,  because  it  was  represented  that  our  army 
under  General  Taylor  was  in  peril. 

He  considered  the  war  as  illegally  commenced 
by  the  President  when  he  issued  the  order  to 
General  Taylor  to  march  to  the  Rio  Grande. 

The  first  proposition  he  laid  down  was,  that  the 
objects  of  the  war  are  changed.  The  idea  of  the 
conquest  of  Mexico  was  never  intended  or  avowed 
when  the  war  commenced.  He  referred  to  the 
message  of  the  President  of  the  4th  August,  1846,  in 
which  it  is  said  that  we  ought  to  pay  a  reasonable 
price  for  any  territory  which  Mexico  might  be 
willing  to  cede,  and  disavowing  explicitly  any  idea 
of  conquest.  The  same  tone  is  perceptible  in  sub- 
sequent messages. 

He  contrasted  the  language  of  the  messages  from 
which  he  had  read,  with  that  of  his  message  at  the 
commencement  of  this  session  of  Congress.  It  is 
now  declared  that  we  ought  to  prosecute  the  war 
until  we  compel  Mexico  to  make  peace,  and  that  we 
ought  to  retain  the  territory  we  have  conquered  as 
an  indemnity  for  the  expenditures  we  have  incur- 
red. The  President  says  he  is  satisfied  the  prov- 
inces of  jMew  Mexico  and  California  should  never 
be  surrendered  to  Mexico,  and  recommends  that 
we  establish  a  government  over  them.  It  is  clear, 
from  this  change  of  tone,  that  he  now  looks  to  the 
acquisition  of  this  territory  by  conquest.  So  op- 
posed is  this  language  to  that  which  he  formerly 
used  with  reference  to  the  war,  that  it  clearly  jus- 
tifies all  who  are  against  the  conquest  of  Mexico 
in  voting  against  this  bill. 

The  fact  was,  we  had  received  nothing  from  the 
war-makingpovver,  or  the  Executive,  defining- expli- 
citly the  objects  of  the  war.  We  have  only  indefinite 
phrases;  and  we  are  left  to  infer  these  objects  from 
the  speeches  of  political  leaders  here  and  through- 
out the  country.  He  referred  to  General  Hous- 
ton's speech  at  a  meeting  at  Tammany  Hall. 
Speeches  at  these  public  meetings,  from  high  quar- 
ters, gave  a  tone  to  public  opinion;  and  when  they 
are  heretical,  are  calculated  to  do  great  mischief; 
to  be  dangerous  to  those  who  heard,  and  those  who 
were  absSnt.  He  quoted  the  part  of  the  speech 
which  described  the  people  of  the  United  States  as 
land-loving  people,  ever  since  the  Pilgrims,  who 
landed  at  Plymouth  Rock,  had  rotibed  the  Indians. 
And  when  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  asked 
what  was  to  be  done  with  Mexico,  there  was  a 
cry  "annex  it."  The  Senator  said  he  was  not 
prepared  for  that,  but  circumstances  might  bring 
that  result. 

He  then  referred  to  the  resolutions  submitted  by- 
Mr.  Bagby,  especially  the  second,  which  asserts 
that  conquest  is  a  legitimate  mode  of  acquiring  ter- 
ritory. He  then  quoted  from  a  letter  received  by 
him,  with  an  extrai-t  from  a  newspaper  containing 
opinions  expressed  by  Mr.  Bagby  to  his  constitu- 
ents, which  were  consistent  with  the  resolutions. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  resolutions  ofl"ered  by 
Mr.  Dickinson  and  Mr.  Hannegan,  as  calculated 
to  deepen  the  impression  in  the  public  mind  that  the 
conquest  of  the  whole  of  Mexico  is  designed. 
The  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee  disavows 
this  intention,  but  says  it  would  not  kill  us  to  swal- 
low the  whole  of  Mexico.  The  chairman  of  the 
Foreign  Relations  had  indicated  that  if  this  was  to 
be  made  an  issue  in  the  next  Presidential  contest, 
he  would  be  ready  to  go  for  the  whole  of  Mexico. 


These  were  indeed  but  shadows,  but  "coming  events 
cast  their  shadows  before."  He  referred  to  the 
agitation  of  the  Texas  qiiestion  during  the  last 
Presidential  contest,  and  felt  an  apprehension  that 
the  Mexican  question  was  to  be  made  the  issue  at 
the  next. 

The  second  proposition  he  laid  down  was,  as  to 
the  right  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
to  hold  foreign  territory  by  the  title  of  conquest 
merely.  He  took  a  view  of  the  character  and 
objects  of  those  who  framed  the  Constitution,  and 
of  its  provisions.  He  stated  that  the  purchase  of 
Louisiana  was  not  justified  by  Mr.  Jefferson  on 
the  ground  of  its  constitutionality,  but  on  the 
ground  of  its  necessity,  and  the  advantages  it 
promised.  It  was  to  benefit  the  Western  States, 
by  giving  them  an  outlet  for  their  products.  In  a 
letter  to^Mr.  Breckenrid5;e,  of  AuguSt,  1803,  he 
explains  himself  to  this  efl^ect,  stating  that  he  might 
be  required  to  appeal  to  the  people  for  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution,  which  did  not  authorize 
the  holding  of  foreign  territory.  In  another  letter, 
to  General  Lincoln,  dated  30th  August,  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson makes  siiggestions  bearing;  out  the  same 
idea.  In  another  letter,  to  Wilson  C.  Nicholas,  the 
same  construction  of  the  constitutional  power  was 
given. 

The  same  opinion  was  entertained  by  Mr.  Madi- 
son, Mr.  Adams,  and  other  leading  statesmen  of 
that  day.  The  silence  of  the  people,  however, 
may  have  been  regarded  as  giving  assent  to  the 
act,  and  as  being  virtually  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution.  The  Constitution  required  the  ac- 
quiescence of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate  to  a  treaty 
to  render  it  valid.  This  was  intended  as  a  pro- 
tection to  the  States  which  framed  the  compact. 
But  the  annexation  of  Texas  was  consummated  by 
a  joint  resolution,  and  thus  this  security  was  de- 
stroyed. 

We  are  now  required  to  take  one  more  step — to 
acquire  the  possession  of  Mexico  by  conquest. 
We  are  bound  to  pause  before  we  adopt  this  new 
principle  laid  down  by  the  President,  which  would 
carry  us  on  to  the  extension  of  bur  Republic  just 
so  far  as  we  can  find  contiguous  territory,  accord- 
ing to  the  language  of  the  Senator  from  New 
York. 

The  third  proposition  was,  as  to  the  expediency 
of  the  proposed  annexation  of  Mexico,  or  the 
annexation  of  any  territory  beyond  the  limits  we 
now  possess.  He  deprecated  any  annexation,  be- 
cause it  would  necessarily  bring  up  the  question 
of  slavery,  as  was  already  proved  by  the  move- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  New  York.  He  referred 
to  the  terms  of  the  original  compromise,  which 
was  ratified  by  Congress,  and  to  which  the  north- 
ern States  had  faithfully  adhered.  The  purchase 
of  Louisiana  had  added  to  the  slave  States;  and  a 
further  purchase  will  be  objected  to  by  the  free 
States,  on  the  ground  that  it  will  be  an  infringe- 
ment of  this  compact,  to  which  they  are  consci- 
entioCisly  opposed.  And  would  it  then  be  said, 
that  this  would  not  threaten  the  existence  of  our 
own  institutions.?  He  saw  nothing  but  evil  in  the 
prospect  of  this  annexation;  nothing  to  be  desired 
in  the  idea  of  manifest  destiny,  linking:  us  forever 
to  this  dead  body.  The  mass  of  Mexicans,  igno- 
rant, unenliglitened,  varying  in  complexion  as  tliey 
are,  have  all  the  rights  of  freemen  in  their  present 
condition.  Are  we  ready  to  give  them  the  same 
rights  as  a  portion  of  the  United  States.' 

Mr.  FOOTE  suggested  that  the  four  millions  of 
Indians  in  Mexico  had  not  for  many  years  pos- 
sessed just  ria;hts. 

Mr.  GREENE  said,  authorities  varied  on  this 
point.  He  could  not  look  at  the  possibility  of 
annexation  without  feeling  his  taste  rebel  against 
his  cominff  in  communion  with  Mexicans. 

Mr.  SEVIER  stated,  that  there  were  not  above 
six  thousand  negroes  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  GREENE  wenton  to  remark,  that  the  hold- 
ing of  Mexico  involved  the  necessity  of  keeping 
up  a  standing:  army  equal  to  that  required  to  con- 
quer her.  We  could  not  expect  to  keep  quiet 
possession,  as  in  Louisiana. 

The  lastproposition  with  which  he  woiild  trouble 
the  Senate  is,  the  effect  of  keeping  a  standing  army 
on  our  institutions.  The  army  now  in  Mexico  is 
forty-five  thousand  men,  and  we  were  now  called 
on  to  add,  in  regulars  and  volunteers,  thirty  thou- 
sand more.  He  considered  such  a  force  as  entirely 
unnecessary  for  any  legitimate  object.  It  is  intended 
to  conquer  all  the  residue  of  Mexico.  Looking  at 
annexation  aS  likely  to  grow  out  of  an  acquies- 


cence in  the  policy  of  the  President,  he  considered 
it  one  of  tlie  greatest  evils  which  could  befall  our 
country.  He  could  not,  therefore,  vote  for  this 
bill. 

Mr.  MASON  took  the  floor,  and  moved  that  the 
Senate  adjourn;  but  afterwards  withdrew  the  mo- 
tion, ft- 

PRIVATE  BILL. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  J.  W.  Nye, 
assignee  of  Peter  Bargy  and  Hugh  Stewart,  sub- 
mitted a  report;  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  relief. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading;  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  printed. 

INVIOLABILITY  OF  FRANKS. 
_  Mr.  BADGER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

Rpsoh'ed,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  and  neces- 
sity of  providing  by  law,  that  no  fran]{  of  any  letter  or  pacliet, 
otherwise  valid,  shall  be  held  or  treated  as  invalid  hy  reason 
ol'tlie  direction  of'such  packet  or  letter  being  in  a  handwriting 
different  from  that  of  the  frank. 

Mr.  BADGER  asked  for  its  immediate  consid- 
eration. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  desire  to  make  a  single  re- 
mark by  way  of  showing  the  necessity  for  the 
adoption  of  this  resolution.  As  the  law  at  present 
stands,  all  letters  and  packages,  under  the  weight 
of  two  ounces,  may  be  sent  and  received  by  mem- 
bers of  Congiess  free  of  postage.  The  Post  Office 
Department  has  introduced  a  proviso  into  this  law, 
providing  that  members  who  frank  letters  and 
documents  shall  also  direct  them.  This  is  an  un- 
warranted interference.  It  is  a  proviso  not  con- 
tained in  the  law.  It  is  a  serious  inconvenience, 
and,  in  my  humble  opinion,  is  a  gross  indignity  to 
members  of  this  body.  A.  gentleman,  who  is  a 
member  of  the  other  House,  showed  me,  to-day, 
a  package  which  he  had  sent  to  his  sister  at  school. 
The  frank,  had  been  stricken  off,  and  postage 
charged,  although  both  the  frank  and  the  direction 
were  written  by  himself,  as  he  tells  me,  with  dif- 
ferent pens. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT.  The  Postmaster  General 
has  rectified  this  matter  some  days  since.  It  will 
do  no  harm  to  anybody;  but  there  is  no  necessity 
for  any  action.  Some  days  since,  I  was  informed, 
letters  written  for  me,  and  at  my  request,  and  on 
my  business,  public  and  private,  by  a  friend  and 
constituent  who  was  here,  because  directed  by 
him,  though  franked  by  me,  were  charged  with 
postage,  and  my  frank  erased.  I  felt  indignant  at 
it  as  an  outrage.  On  inquiry,  I  found  the  same 
rule  had  been  adopted  as  to  all  members  of  Con- 
gress. Supposing  it  was  the  fault  of  the  city 
postmaster,  or  his  clerks,  I  called  at  the  General 
Post  Oflice,  to  have;  them  instructed  properly;  and 
the  Postmaster  General  being  away,  I  saw  Mr. 
Brown,  the  First  Assistant,  and  complained  of  the 
erasure  as  unlawful.  Subsequently,  a  few  days 
ago,  the  city  postmaster  informed  me  that  he  had 
received  instructions  to  let  all  franked  letters  and 
documents  pass,  whether  directed  by  the  person 
franking:  or  not. 

Mr.  BADGER.     Documents,  not  letters. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT.  No,  sir— letters  and  docu- 
ments both.  I  was  particular  in  my  inquiry,  and 
he  expressly  told  me  the  instructions  applied  to 
both. 

Mr.  BADGER.  All  that  is  desired  to  be  at- 
tained by  the  resolution  now  presented  is,  that  we 
shall  all  stand  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  Sena- 
tor from  Florida.  If  it  has  been  rectified  in  regard 
to  him,  let  it  be  so  generally. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  'l  merely  rise  to  state 
that  perhaps  I  have  as  much  reason  to  complain  of 
post  office  regulations  as  any  member  of  this  body. 
I  have  suffered  from  them  grievously.  When  I 
was  a  member  of  the  other  House,  my  constitu- 
ents were,  on  one  occasion,  charged  six  hu)idred 
dollars  for  a  few  speeches  which  I  franked  to  them. 
It  was  done  in  this  way:  I  wrote  the  frniik,  and 
got  my  wife  to  direct  them;  I  left  the  city  in  (he 
morning,  and,  as  I  was  afterwards  told,  the  s]ieerhcs 
were  not  sent  to  the  post  office  until  the'next  day. 
The  franks  were  all  erased,  and  those  to  whom 
they  were  sent  were  charged  a  dollar  and  a  quarter 
postage  on  each,  amounting:  to  aliout  six  hundied 
dollars.  Thus  this  amount  was  taken  from  my 
district  by  the  assumption  of  the  post  office  to  de- 
grade me  by  refusing  my  frank.     The  envelopes, 
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a  great  many  of  them,  were  sent  back  to  me  to 
show  the  abuse   that  liad  been   practised  by  the 

Eosi  office.  I  have  niatie  it  a  rule,  since  1  have 
een  in  Congress,  never  to  fraiiiv  for  others.  Du- 
ring the  hist  summer,  conceiving  tiiat  I  iiad  a  right 
tM  send  and  receive  ail  my  letters  Free  of  postage, 
I  franked  those  which  I  sent  to  Louisville;  and  1 
was  afterwards  informed  that  the  franks  were 
erased  and  postage  charged  regularly.  Another 
gentleman  has  told  me  that  he  was  served  in  the 
same  way.  It  is  a  palpable  misconstruction  of  the 
law;  and  it  is  really  time  that  we  should  take  the 
subject  i^ider  our  consideration,  and  prescribe  a 
remedy. 

Mr.  CASS.  What  is  the  purpose  of  the  reso- 
lution? Is  it  an  inquiry  whether  the  law  has  been 
violated  ? 

Mr.  B.\DGER.  The  object  is  to  change  the 
law,  and  rentier  it  more  explicit. 

Mr.  CASS.  Why,  the  law  is  clear  in  itself,  is 
it  not.' 

At  the  request  of  several  Senators,  the  resolution 
was  again  read  by  the  Secretary. 

Mrr  CALHOUN.  I  really  doubt  the  propriety 
of  adopting  this  resolution.  There  is  no  authority, 
as  I  undersland,  by  which  the  Postmaster  General 
is  authorized  to  put  such  a  construction  as  he  may 
think  proper  upon  a  law  of  Congress.  The  reso- 
lution ought  to  be  in  the  form  of  an  assertion  of 
our  rights. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  will  cheerfully  concur  in  any 
resolution  which  the  honorable  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  may  think  proper  to  propose  in  regard  to 
this  matter,  which  will  secure  to  us  our  rights. 
And  I  will  ^■o  further,  and  express  a  clear  and 
decided  condemnation  of  the  practice,  on  the  part 
of  any  officers  of  this  Government,  of  not  only  in- 
terpreting our  laws  in  a  way  to  suit  their  own 
views,  but  of  amending  them.  I  would  make  it 
an  offence,  punishable  in  a  high  degree,  upon  pros- 
ecution in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  in  case 
any  postmaster  should  dare  to  charge  postage  upon 
letters  that  are  franked  by  those  who  are  entitled 
to  the  franking  privilege. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  submit  to  the  honorable 
Senator  whether  or  not  the  right  exists  on  the  part 
of  any  officer  of  the  Government  to  put  his  own 
interpretation  upon  a  law  of  Congress.  I  am  not 
aware  that  it  is  so.  I  would  suggest  as  the  proper 
course  to  be  pursed,  to  call  upon  the  Postmaster 
General  to  state  upon  what  principle  it  is  that  he 
gives  the  construction  to  the  law  which  he  has 
given;  and  after  we  have  received  a  reply  from 
him,  then  let  a  resolution  be  passed  indicative  of 
the  sense  of  this  body  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  SEVlEPv.  I  think  that  if  Senators  will 
take  the  trouble  to  look  at  the  law,  they  will  find 
that  the  postmaster  has  dtme  exactly  what  the  law 
requires;  yet  I  am  in  favor  of  the  resolution.  I 
hiid  my  attention  called  to  this  subject  last  year. 
I  had  occasion  to  send  a  letter  to  Alexandria. 
The  postmaster  there  disregarded  my  frank;  I 
wrote  him  rather  a  warm  letter;  and  he  came  up 
and  took  the  troul)le  to  look  out  the  provisions  of 
the  law,  and  the  result  was,  that  I  apologized  for 
the  trouble  I  had  given  him.  If  Senators  will  look 
at  the  law,  I  think  they  will  be  satisfied  that  the 
construction  given  to  it  is  right;  and  I  admit  that 
it  ought  to  be  modified,  for  it  is  impossible  for  us 
in  all  cases  to  direct  our  documents  ourselves. 

Mr.  B.\DGER.  I  think  that  the  Senator  is 
under  a  misapprehension.  An  alteration  has  been 
made  in  res^ard  to  the  franking  privilege  by  an  act 
of  last  session. 

Mr.  BADGER  quoted  from  the  act. 

Mr.  NILES.  I  concur  entirely  with  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Arkansas.  My  opinion  is, 
that  the  law  i;i  correctly  construed,  and  I  hat  prob- 
ably it  will  be  right  to  remove  the  difficulty  which 
the  Senator  has  alluded  to  by  an  enactment.  If 
the  department  has  given  an  illiberal  construc- 
tion to  the  law,  it  may  be  necessary  to  pass  a 
declaratory  act.  I  know  how  the  law  was  form- 
erly, as  I  had  the  honor  to  be  for  a  short  lime  in 
the  depuriment.  The  question  has  never  been  con- 
sidered there  as  turning  upon  the  circumstfinces  of 
directing  the  letters  or  packages;  it  has  been  placed 
on  a  more  substantial  foun(lali')n;  and  that  is, 
whose  act  is  the  sending  of  the  document?  If  a 
document  is  .sent, -and  the  department  is  satisfied 
that  it  cannot  be  the  act  of  the  person  whose  frank 
it  bears,  jiostnire  is  very  properly  charged.  The 
mere  fact  of  getting  another  individual  to  do  the 
writing,  however,  does  not  change  the  act  so  far 


as  the  sending  the  letter  or  the  document  is  con- 
cerned: it  remains  the  act  of  the  person  franking 
it,  and  has  always  been  so  regarded.  I  apprehend 
that  the  law  is  right  as  it  is;  but  1  have  no  objection 
to  inquire  whether  any  amendment  may  be  made, 
though  [  would  not  assume  that  it  is  wrong. 

Mr.  FOOTE  earnestly  deprecated  adjudication 
without  investigation.  He  hoped  that  the  Senate 
would  never  despise  the  great  principle  of  justice 
imbodicd  in  the  saying — "  strike,  but  first  hear 
me." 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

CHEROKEE  COMMISSIONERS. 
Mr.  BAGBY  submitted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
agreed  to; 

Reiolvcd,  Tfiat  tlie  Secretiiry  of  War  be  roquestec]  to  trans- 
mit, to  the  Senate  the  volumes  coatiiinin?  the  proeeedings 
of  Messrs.  Eaton  anil  Mnbley,  coniiiiissioners  under  the  treaty 
of  I8:j5and  \6'-Vj,  between  the  United  States  and  the  Chero- 
kee  nation  of  Indians. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating, 
agreeably  to  law,  a  report  of  the  Second  Comptrol- 
ler, showing  the  appropriations,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  department,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
30ih  June,  1847;  the  amount  drawn  from  the  treas- 
ury; and  the  balances  on  the  1st  July,  1847;  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Black,  late  consul 
of  the  United  States  at  the  city  of  Mexico,  was 
rea"d  the  second  time  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  being 
made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

On  motion. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  February  21,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  introduced  a  bill  to  create 
the  office  of  surveyor  general  of  the  public  lands  in 
the  Territory  of  Oregon,  and  to  grant  donation 
rights  to  settlers  therein,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  NELSON  presented  the  remonstrance  of 
Harrison  Chaoman  and  117  other  farmers  of  Put- 
nam county,  New  York,  against  the  passage  of 
any  law  renewing  or  extending  the  patent  granted 
to  Jethro  Wood  for  the  cast-iron  plough.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  three  remonstrances 
of  a  similar  character  from  citizens  of  New  Hamp- 
shire; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents. 

PETITIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  commenced  the  call  of  the 
States  for  petitions,  commencing  with  the  Terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin,  and  calling  backwards.  'Pe- 
titions were  presented —  - 

From  Iowa:  By  Mr.  LEFPLER. 

From  Illinois:  By  Mr.  TURNER. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  presented  joint 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  in  re- 
lation to  the  permanent  enrolment  of  the  first  regi- 
ment of  the  Michigan  volunteers  into  the  service 
of  the  United  States.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WENT  WORTH, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  (^onimerre  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  marine  hospital  at  the  city 
of  Chicago  ;  also,  as  to  the  experliency  of  pl.aeing  vvrought 
iron  buoys  to  mark  out  the  channel  of  the  St.  Clair  river; 
also,  into  the  exp"diency  of  construoting  a  light-house  at 
Port  du  Mort,  or  Death's  Door,  in  Wisconsin. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCLERNAND, 
Rc.KOlcal,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  e.\i>ediency  of  e.stah- 
lishinga  post-route  between  Fairfield  and  Maysville,  in  the 
State  of  Illinois. 

Reiolned,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  he  in- 
structed to  inquire  info  the  expediency  of  extending  the 
benefit  of  the  bounty-land  sy.steni  to  officers  of  the  army 
who  have  become  such  by  promotion  from  the  ranks  during 
the  war. 

BILLS   INTRODUCED. 

Bills,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been  given, 
were  introduced,  read,  and  referred,  as  follows  : 

By  Mr.  PHELPS  :  A  bill  to  establishanother 
judicial  district  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

By  Mr.  MALL,  of  Missouri :  A  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  volunteers  engaged  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States. 


By  Mr.  FICKLIN  :  A  bill  to  cede  the  public 
lands  within  the  limits  of  the  new  States  on  cer- 
tain conditions. 

By  Mr.  WENTWORTH:  A  bill  to  grant  a 
quantity  of  land  to  the  State  of  Illinois  for  the  pur- 
pose of  aiding  in  opening  the  navigation  of  the 
Kakakee  and  Iroquois  rivers,  so  aS  to  connect  with 
the  Illinois  and  Michigan  can-al,  which  connects 
the  Upper  Lakes  with  the  Mississippi  river. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee:  A  bill  to 
increase  the  pension  of  Henry  Click,  of  Cocke 
county,  Tennessee. 

NOTICE  OF  BILLS. 

Notice  of  motions  for  leave  to  introduce  bills 
were  given  as  follows  : 

By'Mr.  TWEEDY  :  A  bill  to  reduce  the  mini- 
mum price  of  certain  reserved  public  lands  in  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  to  grant  preemption 
rights  to  the  settlers  thereon. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Wisconsin  into  the  Union. 

By  Mr.  ItAUFMAN  :  A  bill  authorizing  the 
State  of  Texas  to  extend  her  eastern  and  northern 
boundaries,  so  as  to  include  within  the  same  one- 
half  of  Sabine  pass,  Sabine  lake,  and  Sabine  river, 
up  to  the  thirty-second  degree  of  north  latitude; 
and  also  one-half  of  Red  river,  from  a  point  where 
a  line  drawn  due  north  from  said  thirty-two  de- 
grees of  north  latitude  strikes  said  Red  river,  west- 
ward to  the  degree  of  longitude  one  hundred  west 
from  London  and  twenty-three  from  Washington. 

By  Mr.  LEFFLER  :"  A  bill  to  donate  to  the 
State  of  Iowa  certain  alternate  sections  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
from  Davenport  to  the  Council  Bluffs,  on  the  Mis- 
souri river. 

THANKS  TO  MILITARY  OFFICERS. 
Mr.  CHASE  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  enable  him   to  offer  the  following 
resolutions  : 

Re<!olrcil,  etc.,  That  the  tbanlcs  of  Congress  are  due,  and 
are  hereby  tendered,  to  Rrigadier  General  D.  E.  Twiffgs,. 
Rrevet  Major  General  W.  J.  Worth,  Major  General  G.  J. 
Pillow,  and  Brigadier  General  James  Shields,  and,  through 
them,  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular  and  volun- 
teer corps  under  their  command,  for  their  gallantry  and  itiil- 
itary  skill,  displayed  at  the  siege  and  captiire  of  the  city  of 
Vera  Crn/ and  tlic  castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulna,  March,  1847; 
at  the  storming  of  (ycrro  Gordo,  .April,  1847;  at  the  desperate 
battles  of  Contreras,  San  Antonio,  and  Churubusco,  August, 
1847;  and  at  the  sanguinary  engagements  before  the  city  of 
Mexico.  September,  1847. 

That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  hereby  tendered  to  Major 
General  R.  Patterson,  and  through  him  to  the  officers  and 
soldiew;  under  his  command,  for  their  gallant  hearing  at  the 
siege  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  capture  of  the  castle  of  San  Juan 
de  Ulna,  and  at  tiic  victory  of  Cerro  Gordo,  in  March  and 
April,  1847. 

That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  ten- 
dered, to  Major  General  John  A.  Quitman,  and  through  him 
to  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  for  their  heroism 
anri  good  conduct  at  the  fall  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the  strong 
castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulna,  and  at  the  splendid  victories 
aehieved  by  our  arms  in  the  valley  of  Mexico,  in  August  and 
September,  1847. 

That  the  thanks  of  Congress  are  due,  and  are  hereby  ten- 
dered, to  Brigadier  Generals  Franklin  Pierce,  Persifer  F. 
Smith,  and  George  Cadwalader,  and  through  them  to  the 
officers  and  men  under  their  command,  for  the  military  skill 
and  good  conduct  exhibited  by  them  at  the  splendid  victories 
obtained  by  our  army  in  the  valley  and  before  the  city  of 
Mexico,  in  August  and  September,  1847. 

Raolvcil,  That  these  victories,  following  eacl)  other  in 
quick  succession,  and  wrung  from  the  enemy  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, create  a  doubt  which  to  admire  the  most,  the 
skill  and  gallantry  of  the  commanders  or  the  indomitable 
courage  of  the  soldiers,  which  prompted  this  band  ofheroes 
to  press  forward  into  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  country,  over- 
coming every  obstacle,  scattering  the  armies  of  Mexico  like 
chall"  before' the  wind,  until  the  most  signal  triumphs  arc 
crowned  by  the  possession  of  the  far-famed  "  Halls  of  the 
Monleznmas." 

R.esnlrrd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  requested  to  cause  to  he  struck  eiglit  gold  med- 
als, with  devices  (unbleinatical  of  the  series  of  brilliant  vic- 
tories achieved  by  the  army,  and  that  one  he  presented  to 
each  of  the  generals  named  in  these  resolutions,  as  a  testi- 
mony of  the  high  sense  entertained  by  ('ongress  of  their 
skill  and  good  conduct  in  the  brilliant  campaigns  of  1847. 

Rcsofreil,  That  the  Presidimt  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  communicate  these  resolutions  to  the  generals 
speeified  in  the  foregoing  resolutions,  in  such  terms  as  he 
may  deem  best,  calculated  to  give  effect  to  the  object  there- 
of; and  that  he  be  requested  to  cause  an  order  to  be  issued 
that  they  be  read  at  the  head  of  the  several  corps  of  the 
army. 

Objection  being  made, 

Mr.  CHASE  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
to  allow  him  to  introduce  the  resolutions. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered, 
and  being  taken,  resulted— yeas  110,  nays  54,  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Ratrinpcr,  Bcdinger,  Birdsall,  Black, 
Bo'vdon,  Itowlin,  Bovd,  Hroilhead,  William  G.  Brown, 
Charles  Urown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burt,  Catlicart,  Cliate, 
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Clapp,  Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L.Clark,  Williamson  R.  W. 
Cobb,  Collins,  Conger,  Cristield,Crozier,  Cummins,  Daniel, 
Dickinson,  Uiier,  Dunn,  Farun,  Featlier^ston,  Ficklin,  Fries, 
French,  Fulton,  Gaines,  Gayle,  Go;>fi!in,  Willard  P.  Hall, 
Hamnions.  Haralson,  Flarris,  Henley,  Hill,  l^aac  E.  Holmes, 
Georjie  S.  Houston,  John  VV.  Houston,  In!>e,  Charles  J.  In- 
persoll,  Irvin,  Iverson,  Jackson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson, 
James  H.  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones, 
Kaufman,  Kennon,  Lahui,  La  Sere,  Sidney  Lawrence, 
Leffler,  Li};on,  Lord,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McClernand, 
MeDou'ell,' McKay,  Mann,  Meade,  Miller,  Morris,  Morse, 
Mullin,  Newall,  Outlaw,  Peaslee,  Peck,  Petrie,  Peyton, 
Phelps,  Pillsliury,  Pollock,  Putnam,  Reynolds,  Richardson, 
Richey,  Robinson,  Rockhill,  Rumsey,  Sawyer,  Sherrill, 
Sims,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  Starkweather,  Stephens, 
Charles  E.,  Stuart,  Thomas,  James  Thompson,  Kobett  A. 
Thompson,"  William  Thompson,  Thurston,  Tumor,  Vena- 
blo,  Warren,  Wentworth,  Williams,  Wiley,  and  Wood- 
ward—110. 

NAYS — Messrs.  John  Quincy  Adams,  Green  Adams, 
Ashmun,  Brady,  Buckner,  Butler,  Cabell,  Chapman,  Cocke, 
Cranston ,  Crowell,  Dickey,  Dixon,  Daniel  Duncan,  Edwards, 
Naihan  Evans,  Fisher,  Giddings,  Gregory,  Grinn(dl,  Hale, 
Nathan  K.  Hall,  Henry,  Hilliard,  Eliasl!.  Holmes,  Hubbard, 
Hudson,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Kellogg,  Daniel  P.  King,  Wil- 
liam T.  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Mcllvaine,  Marsli,  Morehead, 
Nelson,  Nes,  Pendleton,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rock- 
well, Root,  Schenck,  Shepperd,  Slingerland,  Caleb  B. 
Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Strohm,  Talhnadge,  Taylor,  Rich- 
ard W.  Thompson,  Toombs,  Van  Dyke,  White,  and  Wil- 
son— 54. 

Two-thirds  voting  in  tlie  affirmative,  the  rules 
were  suspended,  and  the  joint  resolutions  vv^ere 
received  and  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  COCKE  gave  notice  of  his  infention  to  de- 
bate the  resolutions,  and  inquired  if  they  would 
not  lie  over  under  the  rule.' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  COCKE  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  SPEAKER  remarked,  that  that  motion  was 
not  now  in  order,  nor  would  be  until  they  had  been 
read  a  second  time.  If  they  were  now  objected 
to,  the  proper  motion  would  be  that  they  be  now 
rejected. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  moved  that  they 
be  rejected.  He  made  this  motion  because  these 
officers  had  already  been  thanked  by  a  vote  of  this 
House,  and  not  because  he  was  unwilling  to  give 
them  thanks  for  their  services. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  question  to  be  on  the 
rejection  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  hoped  that  the  motion  to  re- 
ject the  resolutions  would  not  be  persisted  in.  The 
gentleman  from  Delaware  had  stated  that  he  had 
no  objection  to  thank  the  officers  named  in  the 
resolutions,  and  therefore  he  hoped  they  would  be 
allowed  to  take  the  course  suggested  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Cocke,]  and  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  He 
desired  to  see  the  resolutions  put  in  a  proper  form, 
and  he  should  be  ready  to  vote  for  them  at  any 
time. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  resolutions  were  tiien  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time;  and 

Mr.  COCKE  moved  that  they  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  HARALSON  desired  permission  to  say  a 
few  words  in  regard  to  this  motion.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  perhaps 
he  should  not  now  give  expression  to  any  opin- 
ion. His  position  was  a  peculiar  one,  and,  consid- 
ering his  position,  he  ought  not  perhaps  to  object 
to  the  reference  proposed;  but  he  could  not  see  the,' 
necessity  for  such  a  motion.  The  resolutions! 
barely  expressed  the  tlianks  of  Congress  to  officer)?* 
of  our  army;  and  why  should  they  go  to  a  com- 
mittee when  other  resolutions  of  a  like  character 
had  nof  beensoreferied.'  If  tlie  House  was  prepared 
to  vole  on  the  subject,  and  he  did  not  doubt  the 
sincerity  of  gentlemen  v/hen  they  said  they  were 
ready  to  give  a  vote  of  thanks  to  our  officers  for 
their  gallantry  in  fighting  the  battles  of  the  coun- 
try, why  should  the  vote  be  delayed.'  Why  not 
give  the  vote  at  once.'  Why  should  they  resort  to 
a  tardy  movement,  which  the  reference  to  the  mil- 
itary or  any  other  committee  would  be.'  Pie  re- 
peated, that  it  was  a  bare  expression  of  thanks. 
Did  gentlemen  approve  or  disapprove  of  it.'  If 
they  approved,  why  not  vote  now?  If  they  dis' 
ajiproved,  let  it  be  declared,  and  let  not  the  resolu- 
tions be  entombed  by  a  reference  to  a  standing 
committee  of  this  House.  He  knew  notthecourse 
gentlemen  meant  to  pursue,  but  he  again  appealed 
to  them  to  vote  at  once  directly  on  these  resolu- 
tions. If  the  House  approved  of  tlicnn,  let  the  vote 
of  thanks  be  given  promptly  to  those  officers.  Let 
its  expression  of  tlianks  be  as  unhesitating  as  it 
was  in  both  Houses  of  Congiess  on  other  resolu- 


tions some  days  ago.  He  had  no  hesitation  in 
saying  what  his  course  would  be,  and  as  a  member 
of  the  Military  Committee  probably  he  should  not 
object  to  the  reference;  but  he  preferred  a  vole  at 
once,  and  he  should  give  his  vote  for  tlie  resolu- 
tions. There  was  no  necessity  for  the  reference, 
and  he  hoped  the  House  would  come  to  a  direct 
vote  upon  them. 

Mr.  CHASE  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  desired  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  to  withdraw  that  motion  to  give 
him  the  opportunity  to  submit  an  amendment. 

Mr.  CHASE  could  not  comply  with  the  gentle- 
man's request. 

Mr.  COCKE  inquired  whether,  if  the  previous 
question  was  sustained,  it  would  not  cut  off  hi.s 
motion  to  refer.' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  COCKE  said  he  hoped  the  House  would 
not  sustain  the  call. 

Tellei's  were  called  for  on  seconding  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question,  and  Messrs.  Thibo- 
DEAUX  and  Brown,  of  Mississippi,  were  appoint- 
ed, and  they  reported  77  in  the  affirmative,  and  71 
in  the  negative;  so  there  was  a  second. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  question,  "Shall  the  main  question  be  now 
put.'"  and  they  were  ordered;  and,  on  being  taken, 
were:  98  yeas  and  86  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bedinser,  Bingham,  Birdsall,  Black,  Bow- 
don,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Brodhead,  William  G.  Brown,  Charles 
Brown,  Albert  G.Brown,  Cathcart,  Chase,  Clapp,  Franklin 
Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Collins, 
Cummins,  Daniel,  Dickey,Dickinson,Edsa!l,  Faran,  Feath- 
erston,  Pickljn,  Fries,  French.  Fulton,  Hatnmons,  Haralson, 
Harmanson,  Harris,  Henley,  Hill,  George  S.  Houston,  Inge, 
Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Iverson,  Jackson,  Jenkins, 
Andrew  Johnson,  James  H.  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson, 
G(>orge  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennon,  Lahm,  La  S6re, 
Sidney  Lawrence,  Leffler,  Levin,  Ligon,  Lord,  Lumpkin, 
Maclay,  McClelland,  McClernand,  McDowell,  McKay, 
McLane,  Mann,  Meade,  Miller,  Morris,  Morse,  Murphy, 
Peaslee.  Peck.  Petrie,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pillsbnry,  Pollock, 
Rhett,  Richardson,  Richey,  Robinson,  Rockhill,  Sawyer, 
Sims,  Robert  Smith,  Starkweather,  Stanton,  Charles  E. 
Stuart,  Thomas,  James  Thompson,  Robert  A.  Thompson, 
William  Thompson,  Thurston,  Turner,  Venable,  Wick, 
Williams,  Wiley,  and  Woodward — 97. 

NAYS — Messrs.  John  Q,.  Adams,  Green  Adams,  Ashmun, 
Barringer,  Blanchard,  Brady, Buckner.  Burt,  Butler.  Cabell, 
Chapman,  Clingman,  Cocke,  Conger,  Cranston,  Crisfield, 
Crowell,  Crozier,  Dixon,  Diier,  Daniel  Duncan,  Gnrnelt 
Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckert,  Edwards,  Embree,  Nathnn  Evans, 
Fisher,  Gaines,  Gayle,  Giddings,  Gogain,  Gott,  Gregory, 
Grinnell,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  James  G.  Hampton,  Moses 
Hampton,  Henry,  Hilliard,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  John  W.  Hous- 
ton, Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Josepli  R.  Ingersoll,  John  W. 
Jones,  Kellogg,  William  T.  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Mcllvaine, 
Marsh,  Marvin,  Morehead,  Mullin,  Nelson,  Nes,  Outlaw, 
Palfrey,  Putnam,  Reynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rock- 
well, Roman,  Roof,  i?umsey,  St.  John,  Shepperd,  Sherrill, 
Slingerland,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stephens, 
Strohm,  Tallmadge,  Thibodeaux,Tavlor,  R.  W.  Thompson, 
John  B.  Tliomnson,  Toombs,  Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  Warren, 
White,  and  Wilson— 86.' 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
put. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  question  to  be  on  en- 
grossing the  resolutions  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Clerk,  at  the  request  of  several  gentlemen, 
again  read  the  resolutions  for  their  information. 

The  SPEAKER  then  rose  to  put  the  question, 
but  he  was  interrupted  by — 

Mr.  HUNT,  who  desired  him  to  stop,  and  by 
several  gentlemen,  who  sprang  from  th»ir  seats 
to  the  assistance  of  the  venerable  .John  duiNCY 
Adams,  who  was  observed  to  be  sinking  from  his 
seat  in  v/hat  appeared  to  be  the  agonies  of  death. 
Mr.  Adams  was  immediately  borne  to  the  Rotundo 
for  the  benefit  of  purer  air,  and  afterwards  to  the 
Speaker's  room,  assiduously  attended  by  many 
members  of  the  House;  and  the  House  hastily 
adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  Febmary  21,  1848. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  by  Mr.  Campbell,  their  Clerk, 
announcing  that  the  House  of  Representatives  had 
passed  the  bill  of  the  Senate  entitled  "An  net  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Paul  Jones,"  with 
amendments,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amond- 
ments  made  l.y  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Paul 
Jones. 

The  amendment  having  been  read — 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  that  the 
bill  be  referred  to  the  committee. 


Mr.  HANNEGAN  said  that  the  bill  did  not 
originate  in  the  committee  this  year,  and  in  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  was  passed 
without  reference,  having  passed  both  Houses 
last  session,  and  failed  to  becoine  a  law  in  conse- 
quence of  being  accidentally  lost  in  the  lobby  on 
the  way  to  the  President  for  his  signature.  Owing 
to  the  courtesy,  not  to  say  a  sense  of  justice  of  the 
Senate,  it  was  passed  this  session  without  being 
subjected  to  the  usual  form  of  reference  to  a  com- 
mittee. The  claim  itself  had  undergone  a  strict 
investigation  on  these  occasions.  Twice  had  it 
been  the  subject  of  a  favorable  report,  and  it  had 
again  passed  the  House  by  a  large  vote  in  its  favor. 
The  amendments  were  entirely  immaterial,  being 
merely  verbal.  There  was  only  one  tliathad  any 
substance,  and  that  made  an  exception  against  the 
heirs  of  Captain  Landais,  who  have  received  their 
share  of  the  original  claim.  He  hoped  that  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  would  withdraw  his 
motion,  in  order  that  lie  might  be  enabled  to  move 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  in  the  amendments 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  DAVIS  was  quite  aware  that  this  bill  had 
received  the  action  of  the  Senate  in  the  form  in 
which  it  passed  at  the  last  session.  Still  he  was 
not  able  to  understand  the  bearing  of  the  amend- 
ments which  had  been  read.  He  could  not  deter- 
mine, without  some  examination,  whether  they 
were  important  or  not;  therefore,  without  enter- 
taining any  hostile  feeling  to  the  bill,  or  any  desire 
to  delay  its  final  passage,  he  believed  that  it  had 
better  be  examined  by  a  committee;  at  least,  that 
was  his  impression,  although,  if  the  Senate  thought 
otherwise,  he  should  not  insist  on  his  motion. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  then  rose,  but  yielded  to 

Mr.  BENTON,  who  inquired  if  the  motion  was 
withdrawn.' 

Mr.  DAVIS  replied  in  the  negative,  and  added, 
that  it  would  not  be,  unless  the  general  sense  of 
the  Senate  opposed  it. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  said  that  it  would  not  be 
withdrawn  by  the  unanimous  sense  of  the  Senate, 
for  he  would  object  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  mo- 
tion. This  was  a  case  seventy  years  old — ap- 
proaching very  close  to  that — and  within  the  last 
two  or  three  sessions  had  had  at  least  a  rapid  pas- 
sage through  the  two  Houses.  Now  he  was  told 
by  old  Senators,  when  he  came  there,  that  he 
should  distrust  anything  that  went  rapidly  and 
unanimously;  and  their-  philosophical  reasoning 
was,  that  the  human  mind  was  so  various  *n  its 
conclusions,  that  if  any  case  was  fully  stated  and 
presented  in  all  its  bearings,  there  would  be  differ- 
ence of  opinion  in  regard  to  it,  and  that,  therefore, 
when  a  case  passed  ra])idly  through  a  legislative 
body,  the  presumption  was  that  it  had  not  been 
fully  stated  and  attentively  examined.  He  was 
not  in  his  seat  when  this  bill  was  called  up  and 
passed  through  the  Senate,  without  the  observance 
of  the  usual  forms.  Had  he  been  in  his  })lace 
upon  that  occasion,  he  should  have  moved  that  it 
be  subjected  to  all  those  forms  which  the  wisdom 
of  legislators  had  provided  for  the  protection  of 
the  public  interests,  and  for  ensuring  sound  and 
wholesome  legislation.  Now,  with  respect  to  the 
merits  of  this  claim,  be  knew  nothing.  But  he 
did  know  one  thing:  that  our  ancestors,  the  men 
of  the  Revolution,  were  just  men.  He  doubted 
neither  their  justice  nor  their  patriotism.  They 
were  also  wise  men.  The  men  of  the  Revolution 
constituted  a  body  of  men  rarely  seen  on  the  face 
of  the  earth — rarely  equalled  in  the  justice,  wisdom, 
and  moderation  of  all  their  doings.  They  who 
lived  during  the  Revolution,  and  were  cognizant 
of  all  that  occurred  during  that  period,  soon  after 
that  event — each  State  within  itself,  and  the  Gen- 
eral Government  by  assuming  an  amount  perhaps 
exceeding  all  justdemands  against  it — settled  every 
just  claim  upon  them,  and  they  settled  precisely 
as  every  man  settles  who  is  just,  and  at  the  same 
time,  poor.  They  settled  all  accounts  against 
them,  and,  if  they  could  not  pay,  they  gave  their 
notes.  Certificates  were  given  in  every  case  in 
which  they  th.ought  that  anything  was  due;  and 
his  reading  led  him  to  say,  that  in  the  general 
assumpsit  which  took  place  about  the  year  '04,  an 
amount  over  and  above  what  was  due  was  assumed 
and  allowed  for  the  purpose  of  covering  everything 
which  generosity  even,  not  to  speak  of  justice, 
demanded.  That  was  his  understandiui^  of  the 
closing  up  of  the  affairs  of  the  Revolution,  and 
with  that  understanding,  he  looked  with  extreme 
■uspicion  upon  any  claim  that  was  now  presented. 
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In  the  first  place,  such  a  claim  was  nothing  less 
than  an  iinpeac-hnicnt  of  the  integrity  of  the  men 
of  that  (lay;  if  not  of  tiieir  integrity,  at  all  events, 
oftlieir  knowledge  of  their  own  transactions;  and 
assumed  that  tliey  of  the  third  generation  knew 
the  transactions  of  their  giandfathers  better  than 
they  iliJ  at  I'l^  ''"le  when  these  transactions  took 
place !  He  asked  what  would  become  of  Senators, 
if,  at  the  end  of  sixty  or  seventy  years,  their  chil- 
dren should  be  called  upon  to  pay  any  demand 
which  might  be  then  brought  up  against  tlieir  an- 
cestors ?  How  would  Senators  meet  a  claim  pre- 
eenied  against  them  for  transactions  sixty  or  sev- 
enty years  agcl,  on  the  part  of 'their  grandfathers? 
There  must  be  some  end  to  this  business.  Every 
generation  was  charged  with  the  manasjement  of 
its  own  business.  He  did  not  say  that  they  should 
have  exactly  a  statute  of  limitation,  but  he  said 
that  that  principle  must  go  into  the  artairs  of  the 
whole  community,  otherwise  nothing  public  or 
private,  nothing  between  man  and  man,  or  nation 
and  nation,  could  ever  be  regarded  as  settled.  It 
was  a  just  principle  that  they  who  lived  at  the 
time,  and  were  cognizant  of  the  transaction,  were 
the  proper  persons  to  settle  the  case.  There  was 
great  danger  in  posterity  attempting  to  open  trans- 
actions wiiich  had  been  passed  upon  by  preceding 
generations.  He  hoped  that  the  bill  would  be  re- 
ferred and  examined,  and  that  it  would  be  subjected 
to  every  form  which  the  wisdom  of  legislators  had 
devised  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  public  inte- 
rests and  securing  sound  and  wholesome  legislation. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  desired  to  inquire,  before 
replying  to  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  whether  it 
required  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate,  or 
simply  a  majority,  in  order  to  obtain  a  considera- 
tion of  the  amendments  without  reference.' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  A  majority  is 
sufficient. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  then  proceeded  to  say,  that 
the  opposition  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  to 
this  bill  apfiearcd  to  rest  on  a  very  singular  found- 
ation; for  he  had  assigned  no  reason  for  the  oppo- 
sition, except  the  age  of  the  claim,  telling  the  Senate 
that  he  distru.?ted  any  claim  which  presented  itself, 
if  it  happened  to  be  sixty  or  seventy  years  old. 
The  Senator  had  remnrked  that  the  men  of  the 
Pievolution  were  eminently  wise  and  eminently 
just,  and  that  they  took  care  to  protect  every  good 
claim  against  the  Government  of  that  time,  by  the 
issue  n£  certificates.  Well,  no  one  valued  more 
highly  the  character  of  our  revolutionary  fathers 
than  he  himself;  no  one  cherished  greater  vener- 
ation for  their  memory;  no  one  rendered  more 
willing  homage  to  their  justice  and  sagaiuty.  But 
it  was  to  be  presumed  tliat  the  history  of  the  coun- 
try was  intelligible  to  those  who  read  it,  and,  as 
he  h.id  stated,  committees  of  both  branches  of 
Congress  had  examined  the  history  so  far  as  it 
related  to  this  claim,  and  had  pronounced  the  claim 
to  be  just.  That  body  had  unanimously  pronounced 
it  just..  Two  committees  of  that  body,  after  a 
most  thorou?:h  investigation,  had  pronounced  it 
just.  The  bill  had  twice  passed  the  Senate,  without 
a  division.  It  had  passed  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives three  times,  by  an  almost  overwhelming 
vote.  The  closest  vote  yet  given  on  the  bill  had 
been  that  of  Friday  last  in  the  House,  and  on  that 
occasion,  according  to  the  report  in  the  papers, 
there  was  a  majority  in  its  favor  of  twenty-two, 
after  the  most  strenuous  exertions  against  it.  It 
was  the  singular  history  of  the  bill  at  the  last 
session  which  alone  cxem[)ted  it  fiom  the  usual 
forms  on  its  introduction  at  the  commencement  of 
the  present  session.  A  sense  of  justice  and  of  pro- 
priety, a  sense  of  honor  and  of  honesty,  induced 
tile  Senate,  by  a  unanimous  vote,  during  the  first 
week  of  the  session,  to  exempt  this  bill  from  those 
ordinary  forms  of  legislation,  which  he  would  be 
the  last  man  to  inidervalue,  or  lightly  disregard. 
In  point  of  fact,  the  bill  was  a  Imw,  if  ever  there 
was  a  law  in  the  eye  of  God,  and  an  upright  tribu- 
nal on  earth;  and  hence  it  was,  that  the  Senate  did 
unanimously  [ilace  it  in  the  same  position  in  which 
it  was  at  tiic  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 
It  tlien  wanted  only  the  Inst  form  prescribed  by 
the  Constitution,  the  signature  of  the  President, 
to  become  technically,  as  it  was  sidistantially,  the 
law  of  the  land.  It  \v;\»  lost  on  its  way  from  the 
desk  of  the  Secretary  to  the  cluiml)er  in  the  Capitol, 
in  which  the  President  was  engnged  in  atliiciiing 
his  signature  to  tlie  bill  whii-.ii  iiad  been  passed  by 
Congress.  If  ever  any  claim  had  been  subjected 
to  the  rigorous  examination  and  scrutiny  of  Con- 


gress, this  was  that  claim;  and  if  ever  the  prose- 
cution of  a  claim  resulted  in  unhappy  consequences 
to  the  individual  concerned,  it  was  in  this  case. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  the  fate  of  the  bill  brought 
to  an  untimely  grave  one  of  the  most  accomplished 
and  estimable  gentlemen  that  he  had  ever  met  with 
in  the  whole  course  of  his  life.  That  unfortunate 
man  had  set  his  iieart  upon  the  fulfilment  of  his 
cherished  hopes  of  justice,  which  he  sought  at  the 
hands  of  Congress.  There  the  last  stay  of  liis 
fortunes  was  fixed;  to  that  he  had  devoted  all  his 
energies,  all  his  time,  all  his  means.  After  two 
years  of  indomitable  labor  on  his  part,  and  at  the 
very  moment  that  the  cup  approached  his  lips,  the 
rude  hand  of  fate  dashed  it  in  atoms  to  the  earth  ! 
The  shock  was  too  much  for  him,  and  he  sank 
into  the  grave,  leaving  a  helpless  family.  ,  Such 
were  the  circumstances  in  which  the  Senate  had 
seen  proper  to  avoid  the  ordinary  rules  of  legisla- 
tion, and  give  the  bill  a  direct  passage  on  the  day 
on  which  it  was  introduced. 

As  to  the  merits  of  the  claim,  what  were  they.' 
He  held  in  his  hand  the  report  of  the  committee, 
which  was  on  the  files  of  both  Houses.  It  gave 
compensation,  indemnity  for  prizes  captured  by 
the  renowned  naval  hero — the  world-famous  Paul 
Jones — captured  by  him  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment in  the  war  of  the  Revolution;  and  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  Franklin,  then  our  commis- 
sioner in  France,  these  prizes  were  carried  to  the 
port  of  Bergen,  in  Norway,  under  the  dominion 
of  Denmark.  Denmark,  in  violation  of  the  law  of 
nations,  on  the  demand  of  England,  yielded  up 
those  prizes  to  that  Power,  and  made  herself  justly 
amenable  to  the  captors  for  the  amount  of  prize- 
money.  Dr.  Franklin  himself  assessed  the  value 
of  the  captured  vessels,  and  that  valuation  was 
now  before  them.  It  was  admitted,  and  was  all 
that  was  asked,  neither  more  nor  less,  without  a 
cent  of  interest.  The  Government  of  the  United 
States  took  the  matter  in  hand,  and  faltered  and 
trifled  with  it,  as  it  was  in  the  habit  of  doing  in 
case  of  claims  against  foreign  Governments,  thus 
depriving  the  individual  claimants  of  the  means  of 
pro.secuting  their  claims.  Indeed,  the  cowardly 
Frenchman  who  betrayed  Jones  in  the  most  famous 
of  his  actions,  long  since  received  his  share  of  the 
prize-money,  but  the  descendants  of  the  true  hero, 
till  this  day  had  nl3t  received  a  solitary  cent.  This 
bill  proposed  to  give  to  the  heirs  that  which  Paul 
Jones  was  himself  entitled  to  seventy  years  ago, 
without  one  cent  of  interest.  He  trusted  that  the 
Senate  would,  without  hesitation,  notwithstand- 
ing the  objection  urged  with  respect  to  the  age  of 
the  claim,  concur  in  the  amendment,  and  at  once 
pass  the  bill. 

Mr.  CAMERON  remarked  that  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  to  whom  the  case  had  been 
formerly  referred,  and  he  had  satisfied  himself 
that  the  claim  was  just.  The  Senate  was  also  sat- 
isfied of  its  justice,  and  passed  the  bill  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote.  In  his  opinion,  the  only  objec- 
tion advanced  against  the  bill  which  was  presented 
by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  furnished  the  strong- 
est argument  in  its  favor.  If  justice  had  been  de- 
layed in  this  case  for  a  period  of  seventy  years, 
that  was  surely  one  of  the  most  powerful  reasons 
why  justice  should  be  promptly  rendered  now. 
There  was  not  a  gentleman  present,  there  was 
scarcely  a  man  in  the  country,  who  did  not  know 
of  some  case,  standing  from  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lution to  this  day,  unsettled.  It  was  true  that  the 
men  of  tlie  Revolution  were  just — no  body  of  men 
that  ever  existed  were  more  so;  but  they  were 
poor;  they  were  not  only  too  poor  to  be  generous, 
but  to  pay  their  debts.  The  debts  of  the  Revolu- 
tion were  left  to  be  discharged  when  the  country 
would  be  able  to  liquidate  them.  He  himself  knew 
of  thousands  of  dollars  worth  of  the  continental 
money  which  lay  locked  up  in  old  chests  in  his 
own  Slate  which  had  never  been  liquidated.  The 
country  made  a  (;omproniise,  but  he  believed  now, 
as  he  had  always  believed,  that  it  was  discredita- 
ble to  them.  But  the  strong  argument  in  fiwov  of 
this  bill  was,  that  it  had  passed  through  all  the 
forms  of  legislation,  and  accidentally  failed  to  re- 
ceive the  signatm-e  of  the  President,  and  thereby 
become  a  law.  It  passed  after  a  full  investigation. 
If  the  Senate  refused  to  pass  it  now,  it  placed  the 
bill  within  the  reach  of  accident  again.  He  could 
not  believe — he  did  not  know — till  that  moment 
that  nny  one  would  have  looked  at  this  as  anything 
more  than  a  mailer  of  form.  He  hoped  the  bill 
would  be  passed  immediately. 


Mr.  BAGBY  said,  that  it  appt;ared  to  him  that 
the  Senators  from  Indiana  and  Pennsylvania  had 
both  mistaken  the  true  point  at  issue  v/ith  regard 
to  this  bill.  He  did  not  understand  that  the  merits 
of  the  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Paul  Jones  were  at  all 
involved  in  the  proposition  submitted  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts.  The  distinct  and  simple 
question  before  the  Senate  was,  whether  that  waa 
a  deliberative  body  or  not,  and  whether  the  usual 
forms  of  legislation  were  to  be  adhered  to  or  be 
overthrown  and  lost  sight  of.  Fle  did  not  under- 
stand the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to  be  op- 
posed to  the  bill  on  its  merits;  on  the  contrary, 
that  Senator  had  distinctly  stated  that  he  did  not 
at  ])resent  inquire  into  the  merits  of  the  bill.  But 
it  must  be  obvious,  he  contended,  to  all  who  have 
at  all  observed  the  transaction  of  business  in  that 
body,  whether  with  regard  to  old  or  new  claims, 
that  they  were  falling  into  a  very  loose-,  careless, 
and,  in  his  humble  conception,  improper  practice. 
Although  both  of  his  friends  on  his  right  [Mr. 
Hannegan  and  Mr.  Cameron]  belonged  to  the 
junior  members  of  the  body  in  point  of  years,  yet 
it  was  supposed  that  Senators  were  of  that  ad- 
vanced age  which  ensured  deliberation  before  they 
came  there;  and  now,  what  was  the  argument  ad- 
vanced? Why,  that  because  this  bill  had  slept  for 
three  quarters  of  a  century,  and  because  it  passed 
at  the  very  last  hour  of  the  last  session,  therefore  it 
was  to  be  taken  up  post-haste,  and  carried  through 
the  body.  If  the  bill  possessed  one  iota  of  the 
merit  attributed  to  it  by  both  his  friends  on  his 
right — and  he  did  not  question  that  it  did — where 
was  the  danger  of  subjecting  it  to  the  usual  ordeal 
of  legislation?  He  did  not,  as  he  had  said,  at  all 
enter  into  the  merits  of  the  bill;  he  took  it  for 
granted  that  its  passage  was  prima  facie  evidence 
that  the  claim  was  a  good  one;  but  he  maintained 
the  principle  that  the  character  of  the  body  as  a 
deliberative  assembly  required  that  every  measure, 
especially  one  which  had  lain  for  threescore  years 
and  ten,  should  be  subjected  to  the  ordinary  forms 
of  legislation. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.  It  has  been  knocking  at 
the  doors  of  Congress  since  1803. 

Mr.  BAGBY.'"  No  doubt;  but  he  would  rather 
have  this  or  any  other. claim  lie  over  till  next  ses- 
sion, than  the  established  forms  of  this  body 
should  be  disregarded  from  day  to  day.  He  in- 
sisted on  the  strict  adherence  to  the  usual  forms  of 
legislation  in  this  as  in  all  other  cases. 

Mr.  MANGUM  remarked,  that  the  only  diffi- 
culty which  he  perceived  in  this  case  arose  out  of 
the  fact  that  the  bill  at  this  session  was  not  reported 
by  a  committee  at  all;  for  if  it  had  been  reported, 
he  had  no  doubt  it  would  have  passed  that  Cham- 
ber, and  that  then,  having  also  passed  the  House 
of  Representatives  with  amendments,  it  would,  on 
its  return ,  in  case  the  amendments  should  have  been 
regarded  as  immaterial  by  its  friends,  have  been  at 
once  passed  upon  by  the  Senate.  Not  having  been 
reported,  however,  a  little  more  strength  was  given 
to  the  proposition  that  it  should  be  referred  to  a 
committee.  Yet,  what  was  to  be  gained  by  a  ref- 
erence ?  The  only  question  now  remaining  was  on 
the  amendments  of  the  House,  which  did  not  open 
the  merits  of  the  bill — not  at  all — and  those  who 
had  charge  of  it  had  represented  that  the  amend- 
ments were  merely  verbal,  except  one  which  waa 
not  of  much  importance,  and  even  if  it  were  con- 
curred in,  and  it  should  turn  out  that  injustice  had 
been  done  to  any  branch  of  the  family,  redress  was 
easily  to  be  obtained  by  an  application  to  Congress. 
He  knew  that  this  case  had  undergone  a  very 
thorough  examination  on  its  merits,  not  in  that 
Chamber,  but  by  a  committee  who  sat  upon  it  week 
after  week  and  week  after  week.  It  was  well  known 
to  honorable  Senators, 'hat  it  was  utterly  impossi- 
ble for  any  member  of  this  or  any  other  legislative 
body  to  become  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
merits  of  such  cases  from  personal  examination. 
It  was  necessary  that  they  should  trust  to  their 
organs,  the  committees.  In  this  case,  the  commit- 
tee had  repeatedly  examined  the  case,  and  reported 
favorably.  He  believed  that  the  Senate  would 
stultify  il.self  in  the  eyes  of  the  country  if,  after  a 
solemn  adjudication,  it  should  refer  the  bill  again 
to  a  committee,  where  its  merits  would  not  be  at 
all  open,  and  the  amendments  were  admitted  to  be 
quite  immaierial.  Even  if  it  were  possible  that 
under  the  influence  of  feeling  they  might  go  a  little 
further  than  strict  justice,  yet  the  con.=;idcraiion  that 
this  was  a  just  claim,  which  Imd  lain  unsettled  for 
more  than  half  a  century,  ought  to  be  »llowed  some 
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weight.  Besides,  their  means  were  now  abundant, 
for  he  understood  that  the  war  with  Mexico  had 
ceased.  He  hoped,  then,  that  there  would  be  no 
unwillingness  to  do  full  justice  to  the  claims  of  the 
descendants  of  one  who  not  only  rendered  import- 
ant service  in  the  revolutionary  struggle,  but,  by 
his  great  achievements,  had  added  to  the  renown 
of  the  American  name. 

Mr.  BADGER  said  he  had  voted  for  the  passage 
of  the  bill  at  the  lust  session,  and  had  voted  for  a 
similar  bill  this  session.  But  he  could  not  consent 
that  it  should  be  passed  immediately,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  statements  made  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Indiana,  as  he  thought  it  proper  now 
to  refer  it  to  the  committee.  Had  the  question  on 
concurrence  been  presented,  he  would  have  at  once 
voted  in  favor  of  the  ijill;  but  he  felt  that  there  was 
a  necessity  of  referring  the  subject  to  the  com' 
mittee,  if  any  Senator  desired  the  reference.  He 
believed  that  his  honorable  colleague  was  quite 
correct  that  the  merits  of  the  case  were  not  involv- 
ed; yet  that  did  not  furnish  any  reason  why  the 
reference  should  not  be  made.  The  long  session 
was  before  them,  and  he  could  not  see  why  the 
ordinary  course  should  be  I'esisted  when  it  was 
demanded.  He  hoped  that  his  friend  from  Indiana 
would  yield  and  allow  the  reference. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  wished  to  as- 
sure the  Senate- that  nothing  was  more  opposed  to 
his  view  than  any  purpose  of  unnecessary  delay. 
He  had  no  desire  to  interpose  the  slightest  obstacle 
to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  yet,  as  he  was  some- 
what vespoiisible  for  the  motion  to  refer,  he  wish- 
ed to  say  a  word  in  reference  to  his  purpose  in 
makino;  the  motion.  The  business  was  in  such 
confusion  at  the  close  of  last  session,  that  the  bill 
had  fallen  under  the  table  and  was  there  lost. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  begged  to  inform  the  Senator 
that  the  bill  had  long  previously  passed  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DAVIS  said  he  knew  that,  and  that  it  had 
been  brought  to  receive  the  signature  of  the  Vice 
President.  ■ 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  stated  that  it  did  receive  that 
officer's  signature,  and  that  it  was  on  the  way  to 
the  Executive  chamber  that  it  was  lost. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  The  bill  did  not  become  a  law. 
Now,  he  did  not  complain  of  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  bill  passed;  all  that  he  wished  was  to 
secure  [iroper  examination  of  the  amendments 
which  it  had  now  received  in  the  House.  The 
object  in  organizing  the  committee  was  to  secure 
deliberation.  The  remark  made  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Manguhi] 
showed  tlie  necessity  of  deliberate  examination. 
That  gentleman  had  said,  that  if  injustice  was  done 
by  any  of  the  amendments,  redress  could  be  ob- 
tained on  application  to  Congress.  Now,  it  was  to 
supercede  the  necessity  of  any  such  subsequent 
legislation  that  he  wished  it  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BENTON  observed,  that  all  he  had  to  say 
was,  that  with  regard  to  this  claim,  which  had  been 
represented  as  long  pending,  as  a  "continual  "claim, 
he  knew  nothing  whatsoever.  He  did  not  know 
that  it  had  passed  and  been  lost  accidentally,  till 
after  the  close  of  last  session.  All  that  might  have 
been  owing  to  his  not  attending  to  the  business  of 
the  Senate,  but  such  was  the  fact.  Now,  he  would 
go  further  and  say,  that  he  never  knew  what  the 
bill  was  for,  nor  what  it  was  about^— he  knew  noth- 
ing of  the  foundation  of  the  claim  till  yesterday, 
■when  his  attention  was  drawn  to  it  by  a  speech  of 
a  member  of  the  House,  [Mr.  Starkweather,] 
which  that  gentleman  had  sent  to  him,  and  which 
he  liad  read,  as  he  read  all  the  speeches  of  that  gen- 
tleman, with  attention.  It  was  thus  that  he  had  be- 
come acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  claim,  and 
he  made  this  statement  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
excluding  himself  from  the  supposition  that  he  had 
given  this  bill  proper  consideration  when  it  was 
before  the  Senate.  The  application  at  present  was, 
to  give  the  bill  a  reference  to  the  proper  committee, 
and  that  perhaps  would  afford  him  an  opportunity 
of  requesting  that  committee  to  inquire  whether 
Paul  Jones  had  any  heirs.  It  had  been  his  cus- 
tom from  his  childhood  to  read  everything  relating 
to  the  Revolution,  and  he  thought  he  knew  some- 
thing about  the  men  of  the  Revolution.  Every- 
ihinsj  connected  with  these  men  was  worthy  of 
careful  examination.  Yet  he  did  not  know  that 
Paul  Jones  had  any  heirs.  Perhaps  the  committee 
would  find  that  out.  He  hoped  that  the  reference 
would  be  made. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said  he  would  not  detain 


the  Senate  by  making  any  observations,  and  would 
merely  read  the  amendments,  contenting  him.self 
with  a  single  remark  in  reply  to  the  allusion  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  to  the  fact,  that  Paul  Jones 
had  no  heirs.  The  raport  had  an  entirely  differ- 
ent statement,  and  he  believed  that,  according  to 
the  laws  of  descent,  a  man  could  have  heirs,  and 
direct  heirs,  without  having  had  children.  The 
children  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  were  his  heirs. 
The  grandchildren  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  were 
his  heirs  in  the  eye  of  the  law.  That  was  the  case 
in  the  present  instance.  He  then  read  the  amend- 
ments, and  added,  that  it  would  be  seen  that  they 
were  as  he  had  represented  them,  entirely  imma- 
terial. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  remarked  that  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  had  alluded  to  the  fact  that  this  bill 
had  once  passed  the  Senate  unanimously.  He 
was  himself  present  on  that  day  early  in  the  ses- 
sion, on  which  the  bill  was  passed  without  being 
subjected  to  the  usual  forms,  and  had  supposed 
that  the  case  was  one  so  clear,  so  well  settled,  one 
about  which  there  could  be  no  doubt,  that  as 
a  matter  of  courtesy  to  the  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana, he  had  readily  yielded  to  his  request,  and 
voted  for  its  immediate  passage.  Since  that  time 
he  had  had  occasion  to  look  mto  the  case,  and  he 
confessed  that  he  was  unable  again  to  vote  in  favor 
of  the  bill  on  its  merits  out  of  courtesy  to  any 
Senator.  Tiie  Senator  from  Indiana  had  on  the 
present  occasion  alluded  to  one  fact  to  which  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate.  That 
Senator  had  gone  into  the  merits  of  the  bill,  and 
alleged  that  the  United  States  Government  had 
deprived  the  claimants  of  the  means  of  prosecuting 
their  claims  against  a  foreign  government.  The 
Senator  then  placed  that  claim  on  the  ground  that 
the  United  States  Government  had  interposed  be- 
tween the  claimant  and  the  foreign  government, 
and  had  itself  assumed  the  claim.  In  looking  into 
the  facts  of  the  case,  he  found  that  the  treaty  with 
Denmark  did  not  exactly  warrant  that  conclusion; 
and  he  hoped  that  the  reference  would  be  made,  in 
order  that  an  opportunity  might  be  offered  of  in- 
vestigating the  matter.  '  If  the  claim  were  just,  he 
would  be  very  happy  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
If  it  were  not  just,  he  could  not  conscientiously 
vote  for  it;  and  in  ihese  circumstances  he  wished 
that  the  bill  might  be  subjected  to  the  usual  forms 
of  legislation,  in  order  that  it  might  be  acted  on 
with  coolness  and  deliberation. 

Mr.  CASS  said  he  hoped  the  bill  would  be 
passed  over  informally,  in  order  that  the  special 
order  might  be  taken  up. 

Several  Senators.     "  Ctuestion." 

Tiie  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
refer  the  bill  to  the  committee,  and  it  was  agreed 
to — Ayes  25. 

ILLNESS  OF  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose,  and  with  great  feeling,  said  : 
I  am  called  on  to  make  a  painful  announcement  to 
the  Senate.  I  have  just  been  informed  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  has  this  instant  adjourn- 
ed under  the  most  afflictive  circumstances.  A 
calamitous  visitation  has  fallen  on  one  of  its  oldest 
and  most  valuable  members — one  who  has  been 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  and  whose  charac- 
ter has  inspired  the  highest  respect  and  esteem. 
Mr.  Adams  has  just  sunk  down  in  his  chair,  and 
has  been  carried  into  an  adjoining  room,  and  may 
be  at  this  moment  passing  from  the  earth,  under  the 
roof  that  covers  us,  and  almost  in  our  presence. 
In  these  circumstances  the  whole  Senate  will  feel 
alike,  and  feel  wholly  unable  to  attend  to  any  busi- 
ness. I  therefore  move  the  immediate  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Senate. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to;  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  February  22,  1848. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock,  the  usual  hour, 
and  it  was  marked  with  deep  solemnity  and  sad- 
ness. The  Rev.  H.  Slicer,  the  Congressional 
Chaplain,  performed  the  duty  of  his  office  with 
unusual  imprcssiveness,  and  tenderly  and  delicate- 
ly alluded  to  the  venerable  sage  who  lay  in  an 
adjoining  room,  unconscious  of  all  earthly  concerns, 
on  the  verge  of  eternity. 

Tlie  SPEAKER  then  rose  and  said,  he  deemed 
it  proper  to  state  to  the  House  from  the  chair  that 
his  venerable  colleague,  John  Quincy  Adams,  was 
still  in  a  state  of  unconsciousness  in  the  Speaker's 


room,  and,  in  the  opinion  of  his  medical  advisers, 
was  rapidly  sinking. 

Mr.  BURT  moved  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  suggested  that  the  Journal  of 
yesterday  should  state  the  cause  of  its  early  ad- 
journment. 

The  SPEAKER  acquiesced,  and  directed  the 
Clerk  to  record  the  melancholy  circumstance. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred : 

By  Mr.  TURNER:  The  petition  of  H.  Wells  and  others, 
praying  for  an  act  to  authorize  the  citizens  of  Rock  Island 
to  select  160  acres  of  land,  for  school  pni  poses  in  lieu  of  six- 
teenth section.  Also,  tlie  ])etition  of  H.  Whitney  and  otiieis, 
praying  for  a  mail  route  from  La  .Salle  to  Lee  Centre  and 
DaysviMe,in  llie  State  of  Illinois. 

By  Mr.  THURSTON  :  'I'he  remonstrance  of  Benjamin  G. 
Teal  and  one  liundred  others,  against  the  renewal  of  the 
patent  to  the  heirs  of  Jethro  Wood. 

By  Mr.  A.  JOHNSON  :  The  papers  of  Jonatlian  NafT,  Ed- 
ward Taylor,  and  Cornelius  Hughes,  all  applicants  to  he 
placed  Oil  the  roll  of  invalid  pensioners.  Also,  the  papers  of 
Thomas  Richard,  an  applicant  to  be  placed  on  the  'roll  of 
revolutionary  pensioners. 

By  Mr.  GAIKE.S;  The  petition  of  W.  H.  Scott,  for  indem- 
nity for  loss  sustained  by  the  failure  and  refusal  of  the  Post- 
master General  to  give  him  a  mail  contract  according  to 
agreement. 

By  Mr.  GREEN  ADAMS  :  The  petition  of  Jarvis  Jackson, 
praying  to  be  relieved  from  the  payment  of  a  judgment  ob- 
taiiie<l  against  him  as  the  security  of  Calvin  Carter,  late 
postmaster  at  London,  Kentucky. 

By  Mr.  HUNT:  The  petition  of  W.  S.  Rossiter,  James 
Brown,  jr.,  and  (Jther  citizens  of  New  York,  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Canadian  produce  free  of  duty.  Also,  a  petition  of  the 
same  purport  from  Horace  White  and  other  citizens  of  Sy- 
racuse, New  York. 

By  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York  :  The  remonstrance  of 
N.  Stearns  and  tifty-three  others,  of  Monroe  county,  New 
York,  against  e.xtending  tlie  jiatent  of  Jethro  Wood. 

By  Mr.  WENTWOETH  :  A  petition  for  a  mail  route  from 
Juliet,  via  Jackson  creek,  Reed's  Grove,  Wilmington,  Rock 
creek,  Bullbonia,  Mount  Langum,  Miiidleport,  and  Milford, 
Illinois,  to  Lafayette,  in  Indiana.  Also,  the  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  McLean  county,  for  a  change, in  the  present  system 
of  newspaper  postage.  Also,  the  proceedings  of  a  public 
meeting  held  at  Bufi'alo,  New  Yorkjby  the  owners  and  mas- 
ters of  vessels. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  Fehruarij  22,  1848. 

The  Journal  having  been  read — 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  and  said, 
that  he  was  informed  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives had  met  and  instantly  adjourned,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  continued  and  dangerous  illness  of 
Mr.  Adams,  who  still  lay  within  these  walls  in  a 
very  perilous  condition.  Mr.  Adams,  he  said,  had. 
attained  to  a  great  age,  and  had  been  eminently- 
distinguished  among  the  illustrious  men  of  the 
country;  and  he  hoped,  under  the  circumstances 
which  existed,  the  motion  he  was  about  to  make 
would  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Senate. 
It  seemed  to  him  that  the  anxieties  of  the  moment, 
as  well  as  veneration  for  one  who  has  so  long  been 
an  important  eo-laborer  in  our  councils,  in  a  meas- 
ure unfitted  us  for  deliberation. 
■  Mr.  D.  then  moved  that  the  Senate  do  now  ad- 
journ. 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  nemine  dissentiente;  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  February  23, 1848. 
After  an  appropriate  prayer  by  the    Rev.  Mr. 
Slicer,  the  Journal  of  yesterday  was   read  and 
approved. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BARRIN- 
GER,  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  February  23,  1848. 

Before  the  Journal  had  been  read — 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  announcing  that  he  had  approved 
and  signed  several  enrolled  bills,  and  transmitting 
a  message  in  writing.  The  message  was  ot  an 
Executive  character. 

Mr.  ALLEN  rose  to  present  some  resolutions. 

Mr.  SEVIER.     Let  the  Journal  be  first  read. 

The  Journal  was  then  read. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business. 
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Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  wislied  now  to  be  permit- 
ted to  submit  his  resolutions. 

Mr.  SliVIER.     It"  the  resoUuions  will  not  lead 
to  discussion,  I  will  witiidraw  my  proposition,  for 
the  purpose  ofallownig  them  to  be  submitted. 
Mr.  ALLEN.     There  will  be  no  discussion. 
Mr.  ALLEN  then  submitted  the  followinj;: 
Rtsj/fcd,  Tliiil  tlie  Prcsiduut  be  requesti-d  to  iiilDrin  the 
Seuaie  wlK-tlii'r  the  active  operations  of  tliu   army  oC  llie 
Uiiiii-d  5>tat''^  ill  Mexico  liavi;  been  and  now  are  ^u.spelldL■(l 
by  an  armistice,  and  ifso,  by  wliose  agency  and  in  virtue  of 
what  anihi>riiy  such  armistice  lias  been  eitecti'd. 

Resolved^  Tliat  the  Committee  on  the  Juiliciary  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquiri;<indio  report  to  the  t<eiiate,  by  bill  or  otherwise, 
wliether,  ill  addition  to  the  following  act,  to  wit :  "An  act  for 
the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  therein  specified.  Be  il 
eiiachd,  i,c.,  That  if  any  person,  being  a  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  whether  he  be  actually  re^ident  or  abiding  witliin 
the  United  Stales  or  in  any  foreign  country,  shall,  without  the 
permission  or  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
tiitates,  directlvoi-  indirectly,  commence  orcarry  on  any  ver- 
bal or  written  correspondence  or  Intercourse  with  any  foreign 
government,  or  any  olticcr  or  ng.iil  thereof,  with  an  intent  to 
intiuencclheinca.-'urcsorcoiidiutoiiiii.vt(;ri  ii:n;^ov^rnincnt, 
or  ofanyorticcrorageiitllK  r.ror,iM  relation  tiKuiydi -pules  or 
contrnversies  with  the  L'mtid  Slates,  or  defeat  Ihe  measures 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  fitatts:  or  if  any  per.-on  being 
ucili/.en  of  orre-idcnt  witliin  the  United  States,  andnotduly 
authorized,  shall  ccmusel,  advise,  aid,  or  assist  in  any  such 
correspondence,  with  intent  as  aforesaid,  he  or  they  shall  be 
doenied  guilty  of  a  high  mi.>deiiieaiior,  ant*,  on  conviction 
before  any  court  of  the  United  States  having  jurisdiction 
thereof,  shall  he  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  thou 
sand  doll.irs  and  ov  imprisonment  during  a  term  of  not  less 
than  six  months,  "nor  exceedinj;  three  years  :  Provided  al- 
ways, That  nothing  in  tliis  act  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  abridw  the  rightof  individual  citizens  of  the  United  States 
to  apply-",  bv  themselves  or  tli.Mr  lawful  agents,  to  any  foreign 
Govi.'rnmciit  or  their  agents  tliertof  for  the  redress  of  any 
injuries  ill  relation  to  person  or  property  which  such  indi- 
viduals may  have  sustained  from  such  Government,  or  any 
of  it^  agents,  citiz;!iis,  or  subjects,"  approved  Jaiiu;»ry  30, 
179i)— any  further  legislation  be  necessary  in  order  more 
efT'ctualiv  to  protect  ihe  rights  and  interests  of  the  people  of 
the  United  Stales  against  the  consequences  which  may  re- 
sult from  the  assumption  of  any  individual  or  individuals, 
without  authoritv  to  act,  in  tlie  name  or  behalf  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  or  any  department  or  officer 
thereof,  with  any  foreign  Government,  or  departmi'iit  or  offi- 
cer thereof,  or  any  individuil  or  individuals  assuming  to  be 
such  fondga  Government,  or  department  or  officer  thereof, 
and  especially  in  matter.^  (d' peace  and  war. 

Retolved,  That  the  fortieth  rule  for  conducting  business  in 
the  Senate,  and  which  reipiires  the  Senate  to  close  its  doors 
xvheii  transacting'  Executive  business,  be  rescinded,  and  the 
.Senate  shall  hereafter  sit  with  open  doors  while  transacting 
all  hn.-iness. 

Resolved,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  removed  from  all  past  proceedings  of  the  Senate  in 
Executive  session. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  rose  to  submit  a 
paper;  when — 

Mr.  SEVIER  immediately  renewed  his  propo- 
sition, refusinjc  to  give  way. 

And  the  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Sen- 
ate proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive 
business. 

After  an  hour  spent  in  Executive  session,  the 
doors  were  reopened;  when 

Several  petitions  were  presented  and  referred. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
Two  or  three  unimportant  bills  were  reported 
from  committees. 

Mr.  CA8S,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  submitted  the  testimony  taken  before  the 
committee  in  relation  to  the  claims  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment by  citizens  of  California,  arising  out  of 
our  miliiary  o|)erations  in  that  country. 

Mr.  C.  said  that  this  testimony  disclosed  much 
important  information,  and  he  moved  that  it  be 
printed,  and  that  20,000  extra  copies  be  also  print- 
ed for  distriljution;  which  was  agreed  to. 
THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 
Mr.  CASS  gave  notice  that  he  would  call  up  the 
ten-rc::iineiit  liill  to-inorrow,  at  one  o'clock,  and 
lie  hoped  tiie  Senate  would  be  prefiarcd  to  act  upon 
it  without  delay,  as  it  was  desirable  that  it  should 
be  speedily  passed. 

Mr.  MASON  oljserved,  that  when  this  hill  was 
In.st  before  the  Senate,  he  had  obtained  the  floor, 
with  a  view  of  expressing  his  opinions  upon  the 
various  subjects  which  had  been  presented,  when 
it  should  next  he  before  the  Senate.  Since  that 
day,  however,  the  bill  had  not  been  before  the  Sen- 
ate, and  circumslnnces  had  occurred,  pretty  well 
known  lo  the  public,  wliicli  rendered  it  unneces- 
Hary  that  the  discussion  should  lie  continued  in  the 
range  which  it  had  hitherto  taken.  Me  was,  there- 
fore, very  willing  to  yield  the  floor,  if  Senators 
upon  tiie  other  side  would  forego  their  intention 
further  to  discuss  the  bill,  and  lot  it  he  put  upon 
its  passage.  He  kn^w  of  nothing  which  had  trans- 
pired to  render  such  a  measure  unnecessary. 
Mr.  CASS  aaid,  it  was  the  unanimous  tipinion 


of  gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the  Chamber  that  to 
halt  now  in  our  miliiary  operations  would  be  fatal. 
Their  wish  v,-as  that  the  bill  should  be  passed  be- 
fore the  adjournment  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  observed,  that  if  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side,  holding  the  majority,  were  deter- 
mined to  press  the  passage  of  this  bill  to-morrow, 
those  on  his  side  must  yield  to  the  force  of  supe- 
rior numbers.  He  trusted,  however,  that  such  a 
course  would  not  be  pursued,  but  that  the  privilege 
whicli  had  been  enjoyed  by  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  discussing  the  bill  fully,  would  also  be  ex- 
tended to  them,  to  afford  an  opportunity  of  explain- 
ing why  they  thought  the  bill  unnecessary. 

Mr.  MASON  inferred,  from  the  observations  of 
the  Senator  from  Georgia,  that  it  was  the  o])inion 
on  that  side  of  the  Chamber  that  the  bill  was  now 
unnecessary.  He  should  feel  it  his  duty,  there- 
fore, to  occupy  the  floor  to-morrow,  to  show  that 
the  necessity  for  the  passage  of  the  bill  still  ex- 
ists. 

Mr.  ALLEN  suggested  to  Senators  on  the  other 
side,  who  seemed  disposed  to  continue  the  debate 
upon  the  bill,  that  they  might  avail  themselves  of 
materials  for  the  discussion,  by  taking  up  and 
adopting  the  resolution  which  he  had  olTered  this 
morning  for  rescinding  the  rule  requiring  a  portion 
of  the  business  of  the  Senate  to  be  transacted  in 
secret  session.  They  could  then  introduce  topics 
which  it  would  not  otherwise  be  in  order  for  them 
even  to  allude  to. 

Mr.  MANGUM  did  not  exactly  comprehend 
the  extent  and  scope  of  the  resolution  referred  to 
by  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

Several  Senators  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
resolution,  and  it  was  read  by  the  Secretary.  [The 
resolution,  which  is  to  rescind  the  40th  rule,  is 
given  above.] 

Mr.  MANGUM  observed,  that  he  would  not 
interpose  his  vote  to  a  resolution  to  consider  the 
particular  matter  which  had  been  alluded  to  in 
open  session,  if  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  saw 
proper  to  take  such  a  step.  He  would  place  the 
responsibility  upon  gentlemen  representing  the 
Administration  upon  that  floor,  ^nd  if  they  saw  fit 
to  adopt  such  a  course,  he  would  not  interpose  his 
negative.  As  to  the  resolution  which  had  been 
read,  so  wide  in  its  scope,  he  would  take  occasion 
to  give  his  views  upon  it  when  it  should  come 
up. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  that  the  resolution  be  now 
taken  up. 

Mr.  MANGUM  would  not  him.self  interpose 
any  objection;  but,  under  the  rule,  the  resolution 
must  lie  on  the  table  if  a  single  mernber  objected. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  there  v.'asa  grave  question 
involved  in  this  resolution,  and  it  should  not  be 
acted  on  hastily.  He  therefore  moved  that  the 
Senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion. 

Mr.  ALLEN  suggested  to  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  that  the  resolution  could  be  postponed  until 
to-morrow  without  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  had  taken  that  mode  of  post- 
poning the  resolution.  If,  however,  there  was  a 
desire  for  a  longer  session,  he  would  withdraw  the 
inotion. 

Mr.  CAMERON  was  opposed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  to-day,  though  when  it  came 
up  he  might  be  found  with  the  mover.  Too  much 
time  had  already  been  wasted  in  the  discussion  of 
the  ten-regiment  bill;  and  he  hoped  there  would  be 
no  more  delay  in  regard  to  it.  The  necessity  for 
its  passage  was  as  great  now,  or  greater,  than  ever. 
Mr.  NILES  hoped  the  Senator  would  withdraw 
his  objection,  and  let  the  resolution  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  thought  there  was  an  intimate 
connection  between  the  ten-regiment  bill  and  the 
subject  which  had  been  alluded  to,  which  pertained 
to  Executive  Inisinrss.  He  hoped  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Miliiary  Committee  would  not, 
therefore,  persist  in  his  determination  to  press  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  As  to  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  he  was  utterly  ofijiosed  to  il, 
even  if  so  modified  as  to  embrace  only  the  present 
subject  for  Executive  consideration.  It  would  be 
opening  the  door  to  a  danijerous  precedent,  and 
would  throw  down  the  barrier  which  the  Consti- 
tution had  wisely  [ilaced  round  the  consideration 
of  quesiions  involving  peace  or  war. 

Mr.  MANGUM  hoped  he  wa.s  not  understood 
as  approving  even  the  consideration  of  the  one  par- 
ticular subject  which  had  been  alluded  to  in  open 


session.  He  did  not  approve  of  it.  He  had  merely 
observed  that  if  those  repi-esenting  the  Adminis- 
tration chose  to  take  the  responsibility  of  such  a 
course,  he  should  not  interpose  his  negative  to  it. 
He  thought  it  was  a  question  for  them  to  settle, 
and  upon  them  would  rest  the  responsibility. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  had  not  understood  the  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina  as  approving  it. 

Mr.  CASS  desired  to  say  one  word.  There 
was  a  greater  necessity  now  than  ever  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill.  Suppose  a  treaty  had  been  nego- 
tiated, it  was  very  well  known  that  there  was  not 
a  quorum  of  the  Mexican  Congress  at  dueretaro 
to  have  ratified  such  a  treaty.  And  supposing  we 
should  ratify  a  treaty,  if  there  be  one,  it  is  well 
known  that  there  is  no  stability  in  the  Mexican 
Government;  that  it  is  here  to-day  and  gone  to- 
morrow, and  there  is  no  certainty  that  it  would  be 
ratified  by  the  one  which  might  exist  when  it 
should  reach  Mexico.  Besides,  if  we  relax  our 
military  operations,  it  might  disincline  them  to 
ratify  any  treaty.  The  passage  of  the  bill  will 
cost  us  nothing,  for  we  need  not  raise  the  troops 
if  they  are  not  needed.  But  we  should  make  a 
demonstration  here  to  act  upon  the  fears  of  the 
Mexican  rulers,  and  thus  force  them  into  a  p^ce. 

Mr.  MANGUM  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  CASS  was  aware  that  he  was  not  in  order, 
there  being  no  question  before  the  Senate.  Other 
gentlemen,  however,  had  been  permitted  to  go  on, 
and  as  he  had  been  personally  alluded  to  by  the 
Senator  frorn  South  Carolina,  he  hoped  he  would 
be  allowed  the  same  privilege. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  that  was  not  his  point  of 
order.  It  was,  whether  the  Senator  was  not  in 
some  sense  affording  "aid  and  comfort  to  the 
enemy,"  by  making  remarks  here  which  would 
be  published,  and  might  reach  their  ears,  about 
making  a  feint — a  movement  for  effect — to  operate 
upon  their  fears,  the  knowledge  of  which  would 
tend  to  defeat  its  aim  ? 

Mr.  CASS  was  not  for  making  a  feint:  he  was 
for  effective  operations. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  said  he  should 
object  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  Oliio  to-day,  and  he  would  therefore 
move  that  the  Senate  adjourn;  which  was  agreed 
to  without  dissent. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  February  24,  1848. 

The  House  met  at  the  usual  hour,  and  was 
opened  by  prayer  by  the  Chaplain.  A  full  attend- 
ance of  rnembers  and  a  crowded  audience  attested 
the  deep  interest  of  the  occasion  which  called  the 
two  Houses  to  offer  public  testimonials  of  their 
profound  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  Hon. 
John  Q,uincy  Adams,  who  breathed  his  last  on 
yesterday  evening,  and  whose  mortal  remains  yet 
lie  within  the  walls  of  the  Capitol. 

The  SPEAKER  (the  Hon.  R.  C.  Winthrop) 
rose,  and   in  a  feeling  and   affecting  manner  ad- 
dressed the  House  as  follows; 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of 

Rtpresentalives  of  the  United  Stales: 

It  has  been  thought  fit  that  the  Chair  should 
announce  officially  to  this  House  an  event  already 
known  to  the  members  individually,  and  which 
has  filled  all  our  hearts  with  sadness. 

A  seat  on  this  floor  has  been  vacated,  towards 
which  our  eyes  have  been  accustomed  to  turn  with 
no  common  interest. 

A  voice  has  been  hushed  forever  in  this  Hall, 
to  which  all  ears  have  been  wont  to  listen  with 
profound  rrverCncc. 

A  venerable  form  has  faded  from  our  sight, 
around  which  we  have  daily  clustered  with  an  af- 
fectionate regard. 

A  name  has  been  stricken  from  the  roll  of  the 
liviiia;  statesmen  of  our  land,  which  has  been  asso- 
ciated for  more  than  half  a  century  with  the  high- 
est civil  service,  and  the  loftiest  civil  renown. 

On  Monday,  the  21st  instant,  John  duiNCY 
Adams  sunk  in  his  seat,  in  presence  of  us  all,  by 
a  sudden  illness,  from  which  he  never  recovered; 
and  he  died  in  the  Speaker's  room  at  a  quarter 
past  seven  o'clock  last  evening,  with  the  officers 
of  the  House  and  the  delegation  of  his  own  Mas- 
sachusetts around  him. 

"\Vhatevcr  advanced  age,  long  experience,  great 
ability,  vast  learning,  accumulated  public  honors, 
a  spotlcsa  private  ciiaracter,  and  a  firm  religious 
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faith,  could  do  to  render  any  one  an  object  of  in- 
terest, respect,  and  admiration,  tiiey  had  done  for 
this  distinguished  person;  and  interest,  respect, 
and  adnniration  are  but  feeble  terms  to  express, the 
feelings  witii  which  the  members  of  this  House 
and  the  people  of  the  country  have  long  regarded 
him. 

After  a  life  of  eighty  years,  devoted  from  its 
earliest  maturity  to  the  public  service,  he  has  at 
length  gone  to  his  rest;  He  has  been  privileged  to 
die  at  his  post;  to  fall  while  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties;  to  expire  beneath  the  roof  of  the  Capitol; 
and  to  have  his  last  scene  associated  forever  in  his- 
tory with  the  birthday  of  that  illustrious  Patriot, 
whose  just  discernment  brought  him  first  into  the 
service  of  his  country. 

The  close  of  such  a  life,  under  such  circumstan- 
ces, is  not  an  event  for  unmingled  emotions.  We 
cannot  find  it  in  ourhearts  to  regret,  that  he  has  died 
as  he  has  died.  He  himself  could  have  desired 
no  other  end.  "  This  is  the  end  of  earth,"  were 
his  last  words,  uttered  on  the  day  on  which  he  fell. 
But  we  might  almost  hear  him  exclaiming,  as  he 
left  us — in  a  language  hardly  less  familiar  to  him 
than  his  native  tongue — "Hoc  est,  nimiriim,  magis 
f-eliciler  cle  vita  migrare,  quam  mori." 

It  is  for  others  to  suggest  what  honors  shall  be 
paid  to  his  memory.  No  acts  of  oura  are  neces- 
sary to  his  fame.  But  it  may  be  due  to  ourselves 
and  to  the  country,  that  the  national  sense  of  his 
character  and  services  should  be  fitly  commemo- 
rated. 

When  the  Speaker  concluded — 

Mr.  HUDSON,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  House  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker  :  I  rise,  with  no  ordinary  emo- 
tion, to  perform  a  painful  duty,  which  has  been 
assigned  me  by  my  colleagues,  growing  out  of  an 
event  which  has  recently  occurred  in  the  midst  of 
us,  fhe  announcement  of  which  has  just  been  made 
by  the  Chair.  My  late  venerable  colleague  is  no 
more  !  A  great  and  good  man  has  fallen !  He 
has  been  stricken  down  in  the  midst  of  us,  while 
in  the  discharge  of  his  public  duties.  One  whose 
public  services  are  coeval  with  the  establishment 
of  our  Government — one  who  has  come  down  to 
us  from  past  generations,  and  of  whom  it  might 
almost  be  said  that  he  was  living  in  the  midst  of 
posterity,  an  example  to  us  and  to  those  who  come 
after  us — has  ceased  from  his  labors,  and  gone  to 
his  reward.  The  peculiar  circumstances  of  his 
death  are  known  to  every  member  of  this  House, 
and  are  calculated  to  make  a  deep  and  lasting  im- 
pression. They  weigh  so  heavily  upon  my  own 
mind  and  feelings,  that  I  am  almost  inclined  to 
believe  that  silence  is  the  most  appropriate  token 
of  our  grief,  and  the  most  suitable  tribute  to  his 
memory. 

John  Q,uincy  Adams  was  born  on  the  11th  day 
of  July,  1767,  in  that  part  of  Braintree,  Massa- 
chusetts, which  was  subsequently  incorporated 
into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Q,uincy,  and  hence 
,  was  in  the  eighty-first  year  of  his  age.  In  1778, 
when  he  was  but  eleven  years  of  age/ he  accom- 
panied his  father,  John  Adams,  to  France,  who 
■was  sent  with  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee, 
as  Commissioners  to  the  Court  of  Ver.sailles.  Af- 
ter remaining  in  France  about  eighteen  months, 
during  which  time  he  applied  hiiviself  closely  to 
the  study  of  the  French  and  Latin  languages,  he 
•returned  to  his  own  country  in  August,  1779.  In 
November  of  the  same  year,  his  father  was  again 
•despatched  to  Europe  for  the  discharge  of  diplo- 
matic services,  and  took  his  son  John  Q,uincy  with 
him-  At  Paris  he  was  put  to  school;  aryl  when, 
in  1780,  John  Adams  removed  to  Holland,  his  son 
enjoyed  the  advantages  of  the  public  school  at 
Amsterdam,  and  afterwards  of  the  University  at 
Leyden.  Francis  Dana,  who  accompanied  John 
Adams,  as  Secretary  to  the  Embassy,  received  in 
1781  the  appointment  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
to  Russia,  and  took  John  Q,uincy  Adams,  then 
fourteen  years  of  age,  with  him  as  his  private  sec- 
retary. Here  he  remained  till  October,  1782,  when 
lie  left  Mr.  Dana  at  St.  Petersburgh,  and  returned 
through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamljurg,  and  Bre- 
men, to  Holland,  wliere  he  remained  s^omemonihs, 
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till  his  father  took  him  to  Paris,  at  the  time  of  the 
signing  of  the  treaty  of  peace  in  1783.     From  that  \ 
time  till  1785,  he  was  with  his  father  in   England,  j 
Holland,  and  France;  during  the  whole  of  which 
period  he  was  a  close  student. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen,  at  his  own  request,  his 
father  permitted  him  to  return  to  Massachusetts, 
where  he  entered  Harvard  University,  and  was 
graduated  in  1787  with  distinguished  honors.  Soon 
after  leaving  college,  he  entered  the  oflice  of  the 
celebrated  Theophilus  Parsons,  afterwards  Chief 
Justice  of  Massachusetts,  where  he  remained  the 
usual  period  of  three  years  in  the  study  of  the 
law,  when  he  entered  the  profession,  and  establish- 
ed himself  at  Boston. 

In  1794,  General  Washington  appointed  hitTi 
Resident  Minister  to  the  United  Netherlands.  From 
that  period  till  1801  he  was  in  Europe,  employed 
in  diplomatic  business,  and  as  a  public  minister  in 
Holland,  England,  and  Prussia.  Just  as  General 
Washington  was  retiring  from  office,  he  appointed 
Mr.  Adams  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court 
of  Portugal.  While  on  his  way  to  Lisbon  he 
received  a  new  commission,  changing  his  destina- 
tion to  Berlin.  During  his  residence  of  about  three 
years  and  a  half  at  Berlin,  he  concluded  an  im- 
portant commercial  treaty  with  Prussia — thus  ac- 
complishing the  object  of  his  mission.  He  was 
recalled  near  the  close  of  his  father's  administra- 
tion, and  arrived' in  his  native  country  in  Septem- 
ber, 1801. 

In  1802  he  was  chosen  by  the  Boston  district  to 
the  Senate  of  Massachusetts,  and  soon  after  was 
elected  by  the  Legi'slattjre  a  Senator  in  Congress 
for  six  years  from  March  3,  1803.  He  remained 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  until  1808,  when 
he  resigned.  While  in  the  Senate  he  received  the 
appointment  of  Professor  of  Rhetoric  in  Harvard 
University,  an  office  which  he  filled  with  distin- 
guished ability. 

In  1809  he  was  appointed  by  President  Madison 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary to  the  Court  of  Russia,  where  he  rendered  the 
most  important  services  to  his  country.  By  his 
influence  with  that  Court,  he  induced  Russia  to 
offer  her  mediation  between  Great  Britain  and  tlie 
United  States  in  the  war  of  1812;  and,  when  the 
proper  time  had  arrived,  he  was  placed  by  Presi- 
dent Madison  at  the  head  of  five  distinguished 
commissioners  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace,  which 
was  concluded  at  Ghent  in  1814,  Mr.  Adams  was 
then  associated  with  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Gallatin  to 
negotiate  a  commercial  convention  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  was  forthwith  appointed  Minister  Pleni- 
pottentiary  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  While  in 
Europe  in  1811,  he  received  the  appointment  of 
Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  which  he  declined. 

After  remaining  in  England  till  the  close  of  Pres- 
ident Madison's  .administration,  he  was  called 
home,  and  placed  by  President  Monroe  at  the  head 
of  the  Department  of  State,  where  he  remained 
eight  years. 

In  1825  he  was  chosen  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives President  of  the  United  States  for  the 
term  of  four  years.  On  leaving  the  Presidency  in 
1829,  he  returned  to  his  native  place  in  Massachu- 
setts, and  in  1831  he  was  elected  a  member  of  this 
House,  and  by  the  free  suffrages  of  the  people  has 
been  continued  in  that  oflice  to  the  day  of  his  death. 
This  is  but  a  hasty  and  imperfect  enumeration 
of  the  public  stations  which  have  been  filled  by  my 
late  lamented  colleague.  Of  the  manner  in  which 
he  has  discharged  these  public  trusts  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary for  me  to  .speak.  Suflice  it  to  say,  that  his 
long  eventful  life  has  been  devoted  to  the  public 
service,  and  the  ability  and  fidelity  with  which  he 
has  discharged  every  duty  are  known  and  acknowl- 
edged throughout  the  nation.  His  fame  is  so 
blended  with  his  country's  history  that  it  will  live 
when  all  the  frail  monuments  of  art  shall  have 
crumbled  into  dust.  By  his  death  the  country  has 
lost  a  pure  patriot,  science  an  ardent  votary,  and 
the  cause  of  hutnan  freedom  a  devoted  friend. 

But  it  is  not  as  a  public  man  merely  that  we  are 
to  contejriplate  Mr.  Adams.  In  the  private  walks 
oflife,  "where  tired  disaimulation  drops  the  mask," 
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and  man  appears  as  he  really  is,  we  find  in  him  all 
those  silent  and  social  virtues  which  adorn  the 
character.  His  ardent  love  of  justice,  his  inflexi- 
ble regard  for  truth,  his  stern  devotion  to  the  cause 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  were  blended  with 
meekness,  sobriety,  and  charity.  But  the  crown- 
ing glory  of  his  character  was  his  devotion  to  ihe 
cause  of  his  Redeemer. 

To  that  cause  he  was  publicly  dedicated  on  the 
second  day  of  his  earthly  existence,  and  through- 
out a  long  life  he  manifssted  a  firm  belief  in  Di- 
vine revelation,  and  a  calm  trust  in  that  Being  who 
rules  among  the  nations,  and  spreads  the  mantle 
of  his  love  over  his  dependant  children.  But  he 
is  gone.  The  places  that  have  known  him  will 
now  know  him  no  more  forever.  This  instance 
of  mojtality,  at  once  so  peculiar  and  so  painful, 
admonishes  us  of  the  uncertainty  of  life,  and 
teaches  us  so  to  number  our  days,  that  we  may 
apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom. 

We  tender  to  his  afflicted  family  our  heartfelt 
sympathy,  and  assure  them  that  a  nation's  tears 
will  be  mingled  with  theirs.  And  while  we  look 
for  consolation  to  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  an 
overruling  Providence,  we  would  affectionately 
commend  them  to  that  gracious  Being  who  has  re- 
vealed himself  as  the  father  of  the  fatherless  and 
the  widow's  God  and  friend. 

Mr.  Hudson  concluded  by  ofli'ering  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Reiolved,  That  this  House  has  heard  with  tlie  deepest 
seusiliiHty  of  the  death  in  this  Capitol  of  John  (Juincy 
Adams,  a  meiiiher  of  tlie  House  from  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Rciolred,  That,  as  a  testimony  of  rp.-spect  for  the  memory 
of  this  liistinguislied  statesman,  the  officers  and  members 
of  the  House  will  wear  the  usual  hadye  of  mournina',  and 
attend  the  funeral  in  this  H.all  on  Saturday  next,  at  twelve 
o'clock. 

Resoleed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  superintend 
the  funeral  solemnities. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  House  In  relation 
to  the  death  of  John  Uuincy  Adams  be  communicated  to 
the  fanvily  of  the  deceased  by  the  Clerk. 

R.esolved,  That  this  House,  as  a  further  mark  of  respect 
for  the  memory  of  the  deceased,  do  adjourn  to  Saturday  next, 
the  day  appointed  for  the  funeral. 

Before  the  question  was  stated  on  these  resolu- 
tions— 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  and 
said  :  Mr.  Speaker,  the  mingled  tones  of  sorrow, 
like  the  voice  of  many  waters,  has  come  unto  ua 
from  a  sister  State— Massachusetts  weeping  for 
her  honored  son.  The  State  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent,  once  endured,  with  yours,  acom- 
raon  suffering,  battled  for  a  common  cause,  and 
rejoiced  in  a  common  triumph.  Surely,  then,  it 
is  meet  that  in  this  the  day  of  your  affliction  we 
should  mingle  our  griefs. 

When  a  great  man  fiills,  the  nation  mourns; 
when  a  patriarch  is  removed,  the  people  weep. 
Ours,  my  associates,  is  no  common  bereavement. 
The  chain  which  linked  our  hearts  with  the  gifted 
spirits  of  former  times  has  been  rudely  snapped. 
The  lips  from  which  flowed  those  living  and  glo- 
rious truths  that  our  fathers  uttered  are  closed  in 
death.  Yes,  my  friends.  Death  has  been  among 
us  !  He  has  not  entered  the  humble  cottage  of 
some  unknown,  ignoble  peasant;  he  has  knocked 
audibly  at  the  palace  of, a  nation  !  His  footstep 
has  been  heard  in  the  Hall  of  a  State  !  He  has 
cloven  down  his  victim  in  the  midst  of  the  councils 
of  a  people !  He  has  borne  in  tritmi  ph  from  among 
you  the  gravest,  wisest,  most  revei'end  head  !  Ah ! 
he  has  taken  him  a.''  a  tronhy  who  was  once  chief 
over  many  States,  adornecl  with  virtue,  and  learn- 
ing, and  truth;  he  has  borne  at  his  chariot  wheels 
a  renowned  one  of  the  earth  ! 

There  was  no  incident  in  the  birth,  the  life,  the 
death,  oC  Mr.  Adams,  not  intimately  woven  with 
the  history  of  the  land.  Born  in  the  night  of  Jiis 
country's  tribulation,  he  heard  the  first  murinurs 
of  discontent;  he  .saw  the  first  eflbrts  for  deliver- 
ance. Whilst  yet  a  little  child,  he  listened  with 
eagerness  to  the  whispeis  of  freedom  as  they 
breathed  from  the  lips  of  her  almost  i'i«P"-«l 
apostles;  he  caught  the  fire  that  was  then  kindled; 
his  eye  beamed  with  the  first  ray;  he  watched  the 
day  spring  from  on  high;  and  long  before  he  de- 
parted from  earth,  it  was  graciously  vouchsated 
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unto  liim  to  behold  the  effulgence  of  her  noontide 
glory. 

His  father  saw  the  promise  of  the  son,  and  early 
led  him  by  the  hand  to  drink  of  the  very  fountains 
of  ligiit  and  liberty  itself.     His  yOLitiiful  thoughts 
were  kindled  with  the  idealism  of  a  republic,  whose 
living  form  and  features  he  was  destined  to  behold 
visibly.     Removed  at  an  early  age  to  a  distant 
country,  he  there,  under  the  eye  of  his  father,  was 
instructed  in  the  rigid  lore  of  a  Franklin,  as  I  have 
lieard  him  say.     His  intellect  was  expanded  by 
the  conversations,   and  invigorated  by  the  acute 
disquisitions,   of  the  Academicians,   whose  fiery 
zeal,  even  at  that  early  period,  was  waking  up  the 
mind  of  France  to  deeper  tlioughts,  bolder  imjui- 
ries,  and  more  matured   reflection — to  result  ulti- 
mately, as  we  all  know,  in  terrific  action.     Return- 
ing to  this  country,  heenteied  into  the  cool  cloisters 
of  the  college;  pas.sed  tli rough  the  various  stages  to 
acquire  that  discipline  of  mind  which  intense  study 
can  alone  impart;  and  thence,  as  he  was  about  to 
emerge,  appealed   those  buds  of  promise  which 
soon  blossomed  into  those  blushing  honors  he  after- 
wards wore  so  thick  around  hun.     His  was  not 
the  dreamy  life  of  the  schools;  but  he  leapt  into 
the  arena  of  activity,  to  run   a  career  of  glorious 
emulation  with  the  gifted  spirits  of  the  earth.    He 
saw  the  efforts  to  place  his  country  on  a  deep  and 
stable  foundation,  where  it  now  rests.     He  had 
seen  the  colonics  emerge  into  States,  and  the  States 
cemented  into  Union,  and  realized,  in  the  forma- 
tion of  this  confederated  republic,  all  that  his  ardent 
hopes  had  pictured  out  in  the  recesses  of.  schools. 
Young  as  he  then  was,  he  contributed,  by  the  en- 
ergy of  his  mind  and  the  visror  of  his  pen,  to  sup- 
port the  administration  of  Washington,  who,  we 
have  just  been  told,  transferred  liim  at  an  early  age 
to  a  foreign  court;  scarcely  initialed  into  its  diplo- 
macy before  his  services  were  required  for  another 
and  a  more  extended  sphere.     Passing  from  that, 
he  returned  to  his  own  country,  and  was,  placed 
by  the  suffrages  of  his  Stale  in  the  chamber  of  the  i! 
other  end  of  this  Capitol;  and  there,  the  activity  of  '] 
his  mind, the  freedom  of  his  thought,  the  independ-  jj 
ence  of  iiis  action,  rendered  him  to  his  constituents  | 
for  the  time  being  unacceptable,  by  uniting  him  to  j[ 
the  poiicy  of  Mr.  .Jefferson.     He  retired  from  the  ' 
halls  of  Congress;  but  he  v/enl  to  no  ignoble  ease,  .j 
Wearied  with  the  toils,  heated  with  the  contests,  H 
covered  with  the  dust  of  politics,  he  withdrew  to    | 
the  classic  groves  of  Cambridge,    and   there    he    ; 
bathed  his  weary  mind  in  the  pure  stream  of  intcl-    ; 
lectual   rest.     Purified,   refreshed,  invigorated,  he 
came  forth,  after  severe  study  and  devout  prayer,  ll 
to  do   his   country  service.     He  was  sent  imme-  i 
■diately  to  Russia,  as  has  been  staled,  not  to  repose 
amidst  the  luxuries  of  courts,  or  in  rich  saloons 
amidst  the  glitter  of  lights  and  the  swell  of  volup- 
tuous music,  but  to  watch  the  swell  and  play  of 
those   shadowy   billows  with   which    alL  Europe 
lieaved  beneath  the  throes  of  the  great  heart  of 
France. 

Mr.  Adams  saw  and  felt  that  the  pulse  of  freedom 
day  by  day  beat  feebler  and  feebler  throughout  the 
continent.  He  counselled  the  ministers  of  Russia. 
He  was  one  of  those  that  stimulated  them  to  wake 
from  their  torpor,  and  he  had  the  satisfaction  to 
behold,  from  the  frozen  regions  of  the  north,  those 
mighty  hordes  pour  out  upon  the  sunny  nations  of 
the  south  to  give  deliverance  to  People,  States,  and 
Powers.  His  own  country  demanded  his  services, 
and  he  became,  with  Gallatin  and  Clay,  a  mediator 
of  that  peace  between  two  nations  which  we  trust 
shall  exist  forever,  while  the  only  contests  shall 
be  thq.se  of  good  will  on  earth  and  mutual  brother- 
hood. 

He  went — as  his  father  had  gone  after  the  first 
war  of  the  Revolution — upon  the  termination  of 
the  second  war,  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  He  re- 
mained not  long  before  another  sphere  was  opened 
to  him.  As  Secretary  of  State  for  eight  years,  he 
fulfilled  the  arduous  duties  incident  to  .that  high 
post  in  a  country  just  emerging  from  conflict.  To 
the  highest  office  of  the  peojile  he  was  quickly 

raised;  and  how  in  that  ,'iphere  he  moved with 

what  ease,  ability,  and  grace — we  all  know,  and 
liistory  will  record.  He  crushed  no  heart  beneath 
the  rude  grasp  of  proscription;  he  left  no  heritage 
of  widows'  cries  or  or|>lians'  tears. 

He  disrobed  himself  with  dignity  of  the  vestures 
of  oflice,  not  to  retire  to  the  shades  of  CLuincy,  but, 
in  the  maturity  of  hia  intellect,  in  the  vigor  of  his 
thought,  to  leap  into  this  arena,  and  to  continue, 
UH  he  had  begun,  a  disciple,  an  ardent  devotee  at 


the  temple  of  his  country's  freedom.  How  in  this 
department  he  ministered  to  his  country's  wants 
we  all  know  and  have  witnessed.  How  often 
we  have  crowded  into  that  aisle,  and  clustered 
around  that  now  vacant  desk,  to  listen  to  the  coun- 
sels of  wisdom  as  they  fell  from  the  lips  of  the  ven- 
erable sage,  we  can  all  remember,  for  it  was  but 
of  yesterday.  But  what  a  change  1  How  won- 
drous! how  sudden!  'Tis  like  a  vision  of  the 
night.  That  form  which  we  beheld  but  a  few  days 
since  is  now  cold  in  death  ! 

But  the  last  Sabbath  and  in  this  Hall  he  wor- 
shipped with  others.  Now  his  spirit  mingles  with 
the  lioblc  army  of  martyrs  and  the  just  made  per- 
fect in  the  eternal  adoration  of  the  living  God ! 
With  him  "  this  is  the  end  of  earth."  He  sleeps 
the  sleep  that  knows  no  waking.  He  is  gone — 
and  forever!  The  sun  that  ushers  in  the  morn  of 
that  next  holy  day,  while  it  gilds  the  lofty  dome 
of  the  Capitol,  shall  rest  with  soft  and  mellov/  light 
upon  the  consecrated  spot  beneath  v.;hose  turf  for- 
ever lies  the  Patriot  Father  and  the  Patriot 
Sage  ! 

Mr.  VINTON  rose  and  addressed  the  House: 
Mr.  Speaker,  (said  he,)  when  the  messenger  of 
death  enters  this  Hall,  and  bids  one  of  us  come 
away,  it  is  our  custom  to  commit  exclusively  to 
some  colleague  of  the  departed  member  the  solemn 
ceremony  of  its  announcement.  Usage  requires 
no  more.  But  the  venerable  man  whom  the  de- 
stroying angel  smote  down  in  our  very  presence — 
tliO  book  of  whose  great  life  is  now  written  and 
finislied — stood  out  far  beyond  the  rest  of  us,  upon 
a  broader  and  higher  elevation.  It  is  true  he  was 
the  son  of  Massachusetts,  and  to  her  belonsjs  the 
proud  honor  of  having  given  him  birth.  But  he 
was  more  than  the  son  of  Massachusetts;  he  did 
not  belong  to  her  alone;  he  offered  himself  to  his 
country,  and  she  made  him  her  property.  His 
fame,  his  wisdom,  and  his  works,  were  all  his 
country's.  These  are  his  rich  and  common  legacy 
to  us  all.  It  is  therefore  that  we  of  the  great  na- 
tional brotherhood  claim  the  precious  privilege  to 
cluster  close  around  the  child/en  of  Mas.sachn- 
setts — to  take  part  with  them  in  this  sad  solemnity 
—  to  sympathize  with  them,  and  along  with  them 
— to  give  utterance  to  our  sorrow,  to  our  reverence, 
to  our  veneration  for  the  departed  dead,  and  to  our 
deep  affliction  in  this  great  national  bereavement. 
I  did  not  rise — I  dare  not  attempt  one  word  of 
eulogy  upon  the  illustrious  dead — nor  dare  I  ven- 
ture to  portray  his  exalted  character  as  a  slates- 
man,  or  the  bright  virtues  of  his  private  life.  I 
know  how  incompetent  I  am  to  the  performance 
of  such  a  task.  I  trust  that  in  due  time,  and  on 
some  fitting  occasion,  this  v.'ill  be  done  by  some 
one  of  the  great  and  gifted  intellects  of  Massachu- 
setts. But  still  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  say 
that  no  man  has  heretofore  died,  when  a  member 
of  this  body,  who  will  fill  so  large  a  space  in  his 
country's  history,  or  who  has  stamped  so  deeply 
his  impress  on  her  institutions.  The  solemnity  of 
the  occasion  forbids,  perhaps  the  period  has  not 
yet  arrived,  for  the  expression  of  an  unbiassed 
opinion  respecting  the  eiTect  of  this  on  his  coun- 
try's welfare.  But  when  time  shall  have  number- 
ed w'ith  the  dead  us  who  were  actors  with  him 
upon  this  great  drama  of  life;  when  the  partialities 
of  his  friends  and  the  prejudices  of  his  enemies, 
if  any  he  have  let't  behind,  shall  have  l)een  buried 
in  one  common  grave,  he  and  the  work  of  his 
great  life  may  be  safely  trusted  to  the  truthful  his- 
torian, and  to  the  judgment  of  an  impartial  pos- 
terity. To  this  great  and  just  ordeal,  he,  with  all 
the  renowned  and  mighty  of  the  earth  who  have 
gone  before  him,  must  come  at  last.  And  to  its 
verdict,  those  of  us  who  knew  liim  best,  and  were 
most  devoted  to  him,  are  most  willing  to  commit 
him,  and  all  that  he  achieved.  The  time,  the  place, 
and  the  manner  of  his  death,  all  conspire  to  excite 
the  profoundest  sensation  everywhei'e,  as  it  has 
done  in  this  Hall;  and  especially  to  teach  \i^ 
"  what  shadov/s  wo  are,  and  what  shadows  we 
pursue;"  to  teach  ns  how  vain  and  valueless  are 
all  our  struggles  and  contests  here  for  distinction 
or  for  power;  and,  above  all,  that  no  human  great- 
ness, no  fame,  no  honor,  no  high  attainment,  no 
divine  exaltation  of  intellect,  can  aught  avail  ns 
to  avert  the  dread  sentence  of  God  upon  poor  mor- 
tal man:  "  Dust  thou  art,  and  unto  dust  thou  shall 
'  return." 

,  Mr.  McDowell,  of  Virginia,  then  rose  and 
said  :  Such,  for  half  a  century,  Mr.  Spe9ker,  lias 
been  the  eminent  position  of  Mr.  Adams  in  the 


eyes  of  his  countrymen;  his  participation  in  the 
highest  honors  which  it  was  theirs  to  give;  his  in- 
timate association  with  controlling  events  in  their 
national  annals,  and  with  the  formation  of  that 
public  opinion  which  brought  them  about;  such  the 
veneration  and  almost  universal  homage  entertain- 
ed for  his  intellect  and  virtues;'  and  such,  in  all  re- 
spects, his  great  relations  to  this  entire  Union,  and 
to  the  daily  thought  of  its  growing  millions, — that 
on  this  sad  occasion  the  language  of  all  its  parts 
will  be  that  of  lamentation  and  of  tribute.  It  is  not 
for  Massachusetts  to  moum  alone  over  a  solitary 
and  exclusive  bereavement.  It  is  not  for  her  to 
feel  alone  a  solitary  jyid  exclusive  sorrov.'.  No, 
sir;  no!  Her  sister  Commonwealths  gather  to  her 
side  in  this  hour  of  her  affliction,  and,  intertwining'- 
their  arms  with  hers,  they  bend  together  over  the 
bier  of  her  illustrious  son — feeling  as  she  feels,  and 
weeping  as  she  weeps,  over  a  sage,  a  patriot,  and  a 
statesman  gone  !  It  was  in  these  great  character- 
istics of  individual  and  of  public  man  that  his  coun- 
try reverenced  that  son  when  living,  and  such, 
with  a  painful  sense  of  her  common  loss,  will  she 
deplore  him  now  that  he  is  dead. 

Born  in  our  revolutionary  day,  and  brought  up 
in  early  and  cherished  intimacy  Vvfith  the  fathers 
and  founders  of  the  Republic,  he  was  a  living  bond 
of  connection  between  the  present  and  the  past — 
the  venerable  representative  of  the  memories  of  an- 
other age,  and  the  zealous,  watchful,  and  power- 
ful one  of  the  expectations,  interests,  and  progres- 
sive knowledge  of  his  own. 

There  he  sat,  with  his  intense  eye  upon  every- 
thing thai  passed,  the  picturesque  and  rare  old  man, 
unapproachable  by  all  others  in  the  unity  of  his 
character  and  in  the  thousand-fold  anxieties  which 
centered  upon  him.  No  human  being  ever  enter- 
ed this  Hall  without  turning  habitually  and  with 
heartfelt  deference  first  to  liim,  and  few  ever  left  it 
without  pausing  as  they  went  to  pour  out  their 
blessings  upon  that  spirit  of  consecration  to  the 
country  which  brought  and  which  kept  him  here. 

Standing  upon  the  extreme  boundary  of  human 
life,  and  disdaining  all  the  relaxations  and  exemp- 
tions of  age,  his  outer  framework  only  was  crumb- 
ling away.  The  glorious  engine  within  still  work- 
ed on  unhurt,  uninjured,  amid  all  the  dilapidations 
around  it,  and  worked  on  Vv^ith  its  wonted  and  its 
iron  power  until  tiie  blow  was  sent  from  above 
which  crushed  it  into  fragments  before  us.  And 
hov/ever  appalling  that  blow,  and  however  pre 
foundly  it  smote  upon  our  ov/n  feelings  as  we  be- 
held its  extinguishing  effect  upon  liis,  where  else 
could  it  have  fallen  so  fitly  upon  him.'  Where  else 
could  he  have  been  relieved  from  the  yoke  of  his 
labors  so  v;ell  as  in  the  field  where  he  bore  themi' 
W"here  else  would  he  himself  have  been  so  willing 
to  have  yielded  up  his  life  as  upon  the  post  of  duty 
and  by  the  side  of  that  very  altar  to  which  he  had 
devoted  it?  Vv'here  but  in  the  Capitol  of  his  coun- 
try, to  which  all  the  throbbings  and  hopes  of  his 
heart  had  been  given,  would  the  dying  patriot  be 
so  willing  that  those  hopes  and  throbbings  should 
cease.'  And  where  but  from  this  mansion-house 
of  liberty  on  earth  could  this  dying  Christian  more 
fitly  go  to  his  mansion-house  of  eternal  liberty  on 
high? 

But  kindling  to  the  imagination  and  soothing 
even  to  tlie  feelings  as  is  the  death  of  Mr.  Adams, 
with  all  the  accessories  and  associations  of  this 
spot  around  him,  how  infinitely  deeper  is  the  in- 
terest which  is  given  to  it  by  the  conviction  thai; 
he  was  willing  and  ready  to  meet  it?  He  was  hap- 
pily spared,  by  the  preservation  of  his  rich  facul- 
ties to  the  last,  from  becoming  a  melancholy  spec- 
tacle of  dotard  and  drivelling  old  age.  He  was 
still  more  hapjiily  spared,  by  the  just  and  wise  and 
truthful  use  of  those  faculties,  from  becoming  the 
melancholy  and  revolting  spectacle  of  ineverent 
and  wicked  old  age.  None  knew  better  or  felt 
more  deeply  than  he  that 

"  'Tis  not  tlip  wliole  of  life  to  live, 
Nor  all  ofdeiitli  to  die  ;" 
and  hence  for  long  years  his  life  has  been  a  con- 
tinuous and  beautit'ui  illustration  of  the  great  truth, 
that  whilst  the  fear  of  man  is  the  consununationAif 
all  folly,  the  fear  of  God  is  the  beginning  of  all 
wisdom.  To  such  an  one,  "  composure"  amid  the 
perils  of  death,  and  when  "  the  last  of  earth  has 
coTne,"isa  supporting  power  frequently  and  di- 
vinely given;  and,  if  it  has  not  been  permitted  to 
him,  as" to  a  prophet  of  old,  to  be  spared  the  bit- 
terness of  death,  and  to  go  to  the  heaven  that  he 
looked  for,  and  that  he  loved,  in  a  chariot  of  fire, 
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yet  to  the  eye  of  human  faith  his  access  to  the 
same  abode  lias  been  as  speedy  and  ns  safe.  In- 
stead of  wearing  away  under  the  waste  of  disease, 
and  passing  through  all  the  woes  and  wealoiesses 
which  dissolving  nature  generally  undergoes,  a 
blow  of  brief  but  mortal  agony  strikes  him  at  once 
into  the  tomb,  and  thus  his  spirit,  instant!}/^  freed, 
goes  right  up  to  the  parent  fountain  from  which  it 
canie.     The  messenger  calls,  the  soul  is  in  heaven. 

At  this  moment  of  fresh  affliction,  whilst  stand- 
ing in  tlie  very  presence  of  death,  it  is  not  meet  ro 
go  into  any  special  review  of  the  labors  or  opin- 
ions of  the  departed.  Whatever  may  be  thought 
of  those  politically,  posterity  v.'ill  never, deny  to 
him  the  possession  of  great  talents,  actuated  by 
great  virtues,  and  directed  with  boldness,  honesty, 
and  earnest  purpose,  for  an  unequalled  length  of 
time,  to  whatever,  in  his  judgment,  was  best  for 
the  interests,  honor,  and  perpetuity  of  his  country. 
This  is  the  lesson  taught  by  his  life.  That  which 
is  taught  by  his  death  calls  upon  us  all,  with  solemn 
appealing  cry,  "  Be  ye  also  ready,  for  ye  know  not 
the  hour  wlien  the  Son  of  Man  cometh  1" 

Mr.  NEWALL  rose  and  moved  the  following 
5is  an  additional  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  seat  in  this  Hall  jMst  vacated  by  the 
^eath  of  llie  late  John  Quincy  Adams,  be  unoccupied  lor 
tliirty  flays,  and  that  i  t,  together  with  the  Hall,  reyiain  clotlied 
with  the  symbol  ot"  ineurning  during  that  time. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE,  of  New  York,  rose  and 
said:  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  rise  to  present  an 
eulogium  upon  th«  character  of  the  deceased,  but 
I  am  confident  that  every  manifestation  of  respect 
for  the  memory  of  the  illustrious  dead  will  meet 
with  a  cordial  response  from  every  member  of  this 
House.  In  compliance  v/ith  the  suggestions  of 
several  members,  and  in  accordance  with  my  own 
feelings,  I  ask  leave  to  introduce  the  following  ad- 
ditional resolution: 

f" Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  appoint  one  member  of  this 
House  from  enxh  State  and  Territory  as  a  committee  to  es- 
cort the  remains  of  our  venerable  friend,  the  lionorable 
John-  duiNcy  Adams,  to  the  p!-ace  designated  by  his  friends 
for  his  inti.rment.* 

All  the  above  resolutions  were  unanimously 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  VINTON  then  moved  that  the  Speaker's 
announcement  of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  .John 
duiNCT  Adams  be  entered  on  the  Journal.  This 
was  also  agreed  to  unanimously,  and  then  the 
House  adjourned  to  Saturday.  ' 

IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  February  24,  1848. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  presented  a  joint  resolution  from 
the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  asking  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  certain  post  routes  in  that  State;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Po«t  Roads.  ' 

Also,  a  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  that  with  pride  and  exultation  it 
recurs  to  the  battle-fields  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  of 
Mexico,  in  the  war  now  waging,  as  evincive  of  the 
patriotism  and  gallantry  of  our  people;  but  more 
^specially  to  n^ark,  by  some  deliberate  expression, 
the  sense  it  entertains  of  the  value  of  the  military 
'  institution  of  the  United  States  at  West  Point,  as 
illustrated  by  the  science,  the  skill,  the  courage, 
and  noble  bearing  of  her  cadets,  and  to  vdiom  is 
justly  to  be  ascribed  a  large  share  of  the  lustre  and 
glory  achieved  by  our  arms. 

Also,  a  joint  resolution  in  favor  of  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  across  the  continent  of  North 
America,  which  would  make  the  United  States  the 
great  highway  between  Europe  and  the  populous 
and  wealthy  empire  of  Asia,  and  facilitate  our  own 
intercourse  with  those  regions. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  pre.sented  a  petition  from  Mary 
E.  D.  Blaney,  asking  payment  for  property  of  her 

*The   Speaker   appointed   the  following  gentlemen  to 
compose  the  s.aid  committee  : 
Mr.  Tallmadgc,  of  N.  Y.         Mr.  Hammons,  of  Me. 
Mr.  Wilson,  of  N.  H.  Mr.  Collamer,  of  Vt. 

Mr.  Asliiniiii,  of  Mass.  Mr.  Thurston,  of  R.  I. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Rockwell,  of  Conn.  Mr.  Newell,  of  N.  J.. 
Mr.  Mellvaine,  of  Penn.  Mr.  .1.  W.  Houston,  of  Del. 

Mr.  Ligon,  of  Md.  Mr.  Meade,  of  Va. 

Mr.  Uarrinsrcr,  of  N.  C.  Mr.  Holmes,  of  S.  C. 

Mr  Lumpkin,  of  Ga.  Mr.  Hilliard,  of  Ala. 

Mr.  A.  G.  lirown,  of  Miss.      I\Ir.  Mor^e,  of  La. 
Mr.  Sclienck,  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Fri'nch,  of  Ky. 

Mr.  Gentry,  of  Tenn.  Mr.  <;.  B.  Sjriilh,  of  Ind. 

Mr.  VVcritwnrtli,  of  III.  Mr.  Phelps,  of  Mo. 

Mr.  R.  W.Johnson,  of  Ark.    Mr.  C.  E.  Stuart,  of  Mich. 
Mr.  (/'nbr.ll,  of  Florida.  Mr.  Kaufman,  of  Te.\as, 

Mr.  W.  Thouip»on,of  Iowa.  Mr.  Tweedy,  of  W.  T. 


late  husband.  Major  George  Blaney,  taken  by  the 
United  States;  wiiich  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims. 

Mr.  R.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  presented  the 
memorial  of  Isabella  Cole,  asking  indemnity  for 
losses  and  injuiriesdone  to  a  vessel  belonging  to  her 
late  husband,  by  the  Peruvian  authorities;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  payment  of  Charles 
Richmond;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  relinquish- 
ment of  the  the  16th  section,  in  cej-tain  cases,  and 
the  selection  of  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof,  without 
amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOWNS,  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petition  of  Joseph  Newell, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOWNS,  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petitions  of  Isaac  C.  Elston 
and  James  McKibben. 

MR.  Allen's  resolutions. 

The  resolutions  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Allen  coming  up  for  consideration — 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  there  was  one  of  the  resolu- 
tions which  he  presumed  would  give  rise  to  no  dis- 
cussion. He  meant  that  relating  to  the  armistice, 
which  was  simply  a  call  for  information.  He  would 
move  to  take  up  that  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  the 
Senate  whether  the  active  operations  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States  in  Mexico  have  been  and  now  are  suspended 
by  an  armistice  ;  and,  if  so,  by  whose  agency,  and  in  virtue 
of  what  authority,  such  armistice  has  been  effected. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  ALLEN  wished  to  know  if  this  motion 
was  made  with  a  view  to  make  a  final  disposition 
of  the  resolution  in  this  way;  if  so,  he  would  call 
for  tliB  ayes  and  noes  on  the  motion. 

A  sufficient  number  rising  to  secQjid  the  demand, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said  his  object  was  to  prevent  any 
discussion  of  the  resolution  at  this  time.  It  might 
be  called  up  on  some  other  day. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as 
follows — yeas  11,  nays,  37. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Butler  Calhoun,  Davis  of 
Massachusetts,  Greene,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Mars'land, 
Johnson  of  Georgia,  Niles,  Sevier,  and  Sturgeon — 11. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Badger,  Bagby, 
Baldwin,  Bell,  Berrien.  Bradbury, Breese,  Briglit, Cameron, 
Cass,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton, 
Dickinson,  Dix,  Douglas,  Downs,  Foote,  Hannegan,  Hous- 
ton, Lewis,  Mangum,  Mason,  Miller,  Moor,  Pearce,  Phelps, 
Rusk,  Spruance,  Turney,  Upliam,  and  Yulee — 37. 

Mr.  SEVIER  expressed  himself  at  a  loss  to 
understand  this  vote.  How  this  resolution  could 
be  discussed  without  going  into  Executive  matters 
before  the  Senate  he  did  not  Icnnw.  He  would 
vote  against  the  resolution,  'and  he  asked  for  the 
ayes  and  noes  on  its  adoption. 

A  sufficient  number  rising,  the  ayes  and  noes 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution,  by  introducing  the  words,  "  if,  in 
his  opinion,  not  detrimental  to  the  public  service." 

Mr.  ALLEN  accepted  the  amendment,  and  the 
resolution  was  modified  accordingly. 

Mr.  BREESE  moved  to  transfer  the  resolution 
to  the  Executive  Journal;  but,  after  a  few  words 
from  Mr.  Allen,  and  an  objection  (overruled  by 
the  Vice  PnF.siDBNT)  that  it  was  too  late  to  make 
the  m.otion  after  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  orders 
ed  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  withdrew  his 
motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as 
follows — yeas  41,  nays  9. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Bad- 
ger, Bagby,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Benton,  Berrien,  Bradbury, 
Hreese,  Briiht,  Cameron,  Cass,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Corwin, 
Davis  of  Mnssacluiselts,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton, 
Dickinson,  Dix,  Douglas,  Downs,  Foot(>,  Greene,  llan- 
nee.an,  Houston,  Johnson  of  GeorL'ia,  Mangum,  Mason, 
Miller,  Moor,  Pearce,  I'helps,  Rusk,  Spiuat^e',  Turney, 
Underwood,  and  Uphani— 41. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Butler,  Calhoun,  Hunter,  Johnson  of 
Maryland,  Lewis,  Niles,  Sevier,  Sturgeon,  and  Yulee — 9, 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ALLEN  then  moved  his  second  resolution, 


to  which  he  anticipated  no  objection,  as  it  was  • 
merely  a  resolution  of  inquiry. 
The  resolution  v/as  read,  as  follows: 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  and  to  report  to  the  Senate,  by  bill  or  otherwise, 
whether,  in  addition  to  tin;  following  act,  to  wit:  "  An  act 
'  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  therein  specified.  Be 
'  U  enacted,  ^-c.  That  if  any  person,  being  a  citizen  of  the 
'  United  States,  wliettier  he  be  actually  re.-^ident  or  abiding 
'within  the  United  States  or  in  any  fori'ign  country,  shall, 
'without  the  permission  or  authority  of  the  Government  of 
'  the  Uiiited  States,  directly  or  indirectly,  connnence  or  carry 
'  on  any  verbal  or  written  correspondence  or  intercourse 
'  with  any  foreign  government,  or  any  ofiii-er  or  agent  there- 
'  of,  with  an  intent  to  influence  the  measures  or  conduct  of 
'  any  foreign  government,  or  of  any  officer  or  agent  thereof, 
'  in  relation  to  any  disputes  or  controversies  with  the  United 
'  States,  or  defeat  the  nieasures  of  the  Government  of  the 
'  United  States  ;  or  if  any  person,  being  a  citizen  of  or  resi- 
'dent  within  the  United  States,  and  not  duly  authorized, 
'shall  counsel,  advise,  aid,  or  assist  in  any  such  correspond- 
'ence,  with  intent  as  aforesaid,  he  or  they  shall  be  deemed 
'guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and,  on  conviction  before 
'  any  court  of  the  United  States  having  jurisdiction  thereof, 
'.shall  be  punished  by  afine  not  exceedingfive  thousand  dol- 
'  lars,  and  by  imprisonment  dtiring  a  term  of  not  less  than 
'six  months,  nor  exceeding  three  years:  Provided  always, 
'That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
'abridge  the  right  of  individual  citizens  oi'tlie  United  States 
'  to  apply,  by  tliemselves  or  tlieir  lawful  agents,  to  any  for- 
'eign  government,  or  the  agents  thereof,  for  the  redress  of 
'any  injuries  in  relation  to  person  or  property  which  such 
'individuals  may  have  sustained  from  such  government, 
'  or  any  of  its  agents,  citizens,  or  subjects,"  apjiroved  Janu- 
ary 30,"  1799 — aiiy  further  legislation  he  necessary  in  order 
more  eft'ectually  to  protect  the  rights  and  interests  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  against  the  consequences  which 
may  result  from  the  assumption  of  any  individual  or  indi- 
viduals, without  authority  to  act,  in  the  name  or  behalf  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  or  any  department  or 
otiicer  tliereof,  with  any  foreign  government,  or  department 
or  officer  thereof,  or  any  individual  or  individuals  assuming 
to  be  such  foreign  govermnent,  or  department  or  officer 
thereof,  and  especially  in  matters  of  peace  and  war. 

No  objection  being  offered,  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

The  other  resolutions  were  then  suffered  to  lie 
over. 

MR.  Baldwin's  resolutions. 

The  following  resolutions,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Baldwin,  were  then  taken  up  in  their  order: 

Resolved,  That  if  any  territory  shall  hereafter  be  acquired 
by  the  United  States,  or  annexed  thereto,  the  act  by  which 
said  territory  is  acquired  or  annexed,  whateversuch  act  may 
be,  should  contain  an  unalterable  fundamental  article  or 
provi'ion  whereby  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except 
as  punishment  for  crime, shall  be  forever  excluded  from  ths 
territory  acquired  or  annexed. 

Resolved,  That  in  any  cession  of  territory  tliat  may  be 
acquired  as  the  result  pf  the  war  with  Mexico,  tiie  desire  of 
that  republic,  expressed  by  her  commissioners  in  their  nego- 
tiations witli  Mr.  Trist,  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  againsttiie  introduction  of 
the  system  of  human  slavery  therein,  by  a  stipulation  to  that 
effect  in  any  treaty  that  may  be  made,  cannet,  consistently 
with  the  riehts  of  those  inhabitants,  or  with  tiic'  principles 
of  justice  and  liberty  v.hich  have  been  proclaimed  to  the 
world  as  the  basis  of  our  institutions,  be  disregarded  or 
denied. 

Mr.  .JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  hoped  these  res- 
olutions would  be  informally  passed  over  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  FOOTE  moved  to  lay  tham  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BALDWIN.  If  it  is  intended,  by  this  mo- 
tion, finally  to  dispose  of  the  resolution 

Mr.  FOOTE.  The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
is  not  debatable.  I  ask  for  the  ayes  and  noes  on 
my  motion. 

The  ayes  and  noes  were  ordered. 

At  the  suggestion  of  some  Senators  near  him, 
Mr.  FOOTE  'withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  RUSK  renewed  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  asked  if  the  ob-  ' 
ject  was  finally  to  dispose  of  the  resolutions  ? 

Mr.  RUSK  replied,  that  such  was  his  object; 
although,  if  the  resolutions  could  not  hereafter  be 
taken  up  without  specific  motion,  he  would  be 
willing  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  BAGBY  regretted  that  these  resolutions 
should  have  been  taken  up  at  this  time.  He  had 
a  conversation  with  the  Senator  from  Connecticut 
on  the  subject  of  these  resolutions,  and  those  which 
he  him.self  had  submitted,  and  they  had  come  to 
an  undei-stonding  to  ask  the  Senate,  after  the  im- 
portant bill  now  pending  should  be  disposed  of, 
to  agree  that  a  day  should  be  fixed  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  propositions  contained  in  both  sets 
of  resolutions.  If  called  on  to  vote  now,  therefore, 
he  must  either  vote  against  his  own  feelings  or  in 
violation  of  this  understanding.  He  would  not 
vote  in  contradiction  to  his  pledge.  He  therefore 
hoped  the  resolutions  would  be  passed  over  infor- 

"^Mr'  B'VLDWIN  said  he  was  about  to  state, 
when  "interrupted  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi, 
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ihat  this  understandin?  existed;  and  tiiat,  as  flie 
resoluiions  ot'the  SeiiMtor  were  submitted  prior  to 
his,  and  those  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  submitted  were 
antagonistic  in  their  character,  they  had  agreed  to 
move  their  consideration  on  the  same  day.  He  iiad 
aupposcd,  also,  that  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator 
from  Florida  [Mr.  Yulee]  would  have  been  post- 
poned; but  there  was  no  agreement  to  that  eft'ect.  | 
He  had  no  disposition  to  violate  this  arrani;einent; 
and  he  hoped  his  resolutions  would  be  informally 
passed  over,  until  the  whole  could  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  RUSK  snid,  this  was  a  very  exciting  sub- 
ject, and  it  might  lead  to  a  discussion  which  would 
shake  tl>e  existence  of  our  institutions.  There  wa.s 
a.  time  lor  all  things.  We  have  before  us  other 
and  more  solemn  mailers  demandins;  our  attention. 
A  dispensation  of  Providence  had  fallen  upon  us, 
which  ought  to  admonish  us  not  to  go  into  the 
discussion  of  exciting  topics;  and,  to  prevent  a 
firebrand  from  being  thrown  into  the  Senale — par- 
ticularly to-day — he  hoped  the  resolutions  would 
be  placed  in  a  situation  to  require  a  motion  to  call 
them  up. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  hoped  the  Senator  did  not 
understand  that  tlie  lesolulions  had  been  taken  up 
at  his  instance.  He  would  only  say  that  their 
language  was  precisely  similar  to  the  ninth  of  a 
series  of  resolutions  adopted  by  the  Legislature  of 
Connecticut. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  lay  the  resolutions  on 
the  table,  now  and  forever,  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Several  Se.vators.  That  motion  is  already 
made. 

Tlie  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as 
follow.? — yeas  35,  nays  11: 

YEAS— .Messr.-:.  Allen,  A-liley,  Atchison,  Badger,  Bell, 
Benton,  Berrien,  Bnulbury,  Brecpe,  Bright,  Butler,  Calhoun, 
Cameron,  Cass,  t'liirke,  Clayton,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dick- 
inson, Douel.is,  Down--,  Fooie,HHnj>egan,  Houston,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  ol"  Georgia,  Lewis,  Manauin, 
Mason,  Moor,  Peaice,  Rusk,  Sevier,  Sturgeon,  and  Tur- 
nev — 3.5. 

NAYS — Messrs.  B:i;;by,  Baldwin,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Dayton,  Di.\,  Greene,  Miller,  Niles,  Spruance, 
and  LTpliani — 11. 

A  Ijill  to  repeal  the  pilot  act  was  taken  up,  and 
passed  over  informally. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Jacques  Moulon,  was  taken  up,  read  a  second 
lime,  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading;  it  v/as  then  read  a 
third  time,  and  pa.ssed. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fernando  Fellauny  was 
taken  up,  and  read  a  second  time,  when  its  further 
consideration  was  informally  passed  over. 

DEATH  OF  HON.  J.  Q.   ADAMS. 
A    message  was  received    from    the    House   of 
Representatives  announcing  the  death  of  the  Hon. 
JouM  ClniNCY  Adams,  a  memlier  of  that  body,  who 
expired   on  Wednesday  evening,  the  23d  instant, 
in  the  Capitol,  and   the  proceedings  of  the  House 
of  Re|iresentatives  thereupon. 
Tlie  message  having  been  read  — 
Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  rose,  and  thus 
addressed  that  body: 

Mr.  Pkesident:  By  the  recent  affliction  of  my 
colleague,  a  painful  duty  devolves  upon  me.  The 
message  just  delivered  from  the  House,  proves 
that  the  hand  of  God  has  been  again  among  us. 
A  great  and  good  man  has  gone  from  our  midst. 
if,  in  speaking  of  .Tuii.v  CiuiKcv  Adams,  I  can  give 
utterance  to  the  language  of  my  own  heart,  1  am 
confident  I  shall  meet  with  a  response  from  the 
Senan;. 

He  was  born  in  the  then  Province  of  Massa- 
chusetts, w-hile  she  was  girding  herself  for  the  great 
revolutionary  struggle  which  was  then  before  her. 
His  parentage  is  too  well  known  to  need  even  an 
allusion;  yet  I  may  be  pardoned  if  I  say,  that  his 
father  seemed  born  to  aid  in  the  establishment  of 
our  free  Government,  and  hi.'<  mother  was  a  suit- 
able rompariion  and  colaboror  of  such  a  patriot. 
The  cradle  hymns  of  the  child  were  the  songs  of 
liberty.  The  power  and  competence  of  man  for 
self-government  were  the  topics  which  he  most 
frequently  heard  discussed  by  the  wise  men  of  the 
day,  and  the  inspiration  thu.s  caught  };ave  form 
and  [)ressure  to  his  after  life.  'J'hus  early  imbued 
with  the  love  of  free  institutions,  educated  by  his 
father  for  the  service  of  his  country,  and  early  led 
by  Wiishington  to  its  altar,  he  iius  stood  before 
the  world  as  one  of  its  eminent  "statesmen.  He 
has  occu|)ied,  in  turn,  almost  every  place  of  honor 
which  the  country  could  give  him,  and  for  more  I 


than  half  a  century  has  been  thus  identified  with 
its  history.  Under  any  circumstances,  I  should 
feel  myself  unequal  to  the  task  of  rendering  justice 
to  his  memory;  J,)ut,  with  the  debilitating  eifect  of 
bad  health  still  upon  me,  I  can  only,  with  extreine 
brevity,  touch  upon  some  of  the  most  prominent 
features  of  his  life. 

While  yet  a  young  man,  he  was,  in  May,  1794, 
appointed  Minister  Resident  to  the  States  General 
of  the  United  Netherlands.  In  May,  179G,  two 
years  after,  he  was  apjiointed  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary at  Lisbon,  in  Poituiral.  These  honors  were 
conl'erred  on  him  by  George  Washington,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

In  May,  1797,  he  was  appointed  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary to  the  King  of  Prussia.  In  March,  1798, 
and  pi-obably  while  at  Berlin,  he  was  appointed  a 
comtiiissioner  with  full  powers  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce  with  Sweden. 

After  his  return  to  the  United  States,  he  was 
elected  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  a  Sen- 
ator, and  discharged  the  duties  of  that  station  in 
this  Chamber  from  the  4th  of  March,  1803,  until 
June,  1808,  v^hen,  differing  from  his  colleague  and 
from  his  State  upon  a  great  political  question,  he 
resigned  his  seat.  In  June,  1809,  he  was  nomi- 
nated and  appointed  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to 
the  Court  of  St.  Petersburgh. 

While  at  that  court,  in  February,  1811,  he  was 
appointed  an  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  to  fill  a  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  Juclge  Cushing,  but  never 
took  his  seal  upon  the  Bench. 

[a  May,  1813,  he,  with  Messrs.  Gallatin  and 
Bayard,  was  nominated  Envoy  Extraordinary  and 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  under  the  mediation  of 
Russia,  and  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Russia. 
From  causes  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  notice, 
nothing  was  accomplished  under  this  appointment. 
But  afterwards,  in  .January,  1814,  he,  with  Messrs. 
Gallatin,  Bayurd,  Clay,  and  Russell,  were  appoint- 
ed Ministers  Plenipotentiary  and  Extraordinary  to 
negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  Great  Britain.  This  mission  succeed- 
ed in  effecting  a  pacification,  and  the  name  of  Mr. 
Adams  is  subscribed  to  the  treaty  of  Ghent. 

After  this  evefltful  crisis  in  our  public  affairs,  he 
was,  in  February,  1815,  selected  by  Mr.  iVIadison 
to  represent  the  country  and  protect  its  interests  at 
the  Court  of  St.  James,  and  he  remained  there  as 
Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotenti- 
ary until  Mr.  Monroe  became  President  of  the 
United  Stales. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  1817,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  new  administration,  he  was  appointed 
Secretary  of  State,  and  continued  in  the  oflnce  while 
that  gentleman  was  at  the  head  of  the  administra- 
tion. 

In  1825  he  was  elected  his  successor,  and  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  President  for  one  term,  end- 
ing on  the  3d  of  March,  1829. 

Here  followed  a  brief  period  of  repose  from  pub- 
lic service,  and  Mr.  Adams  retired  to  the  family 
mansion  at  Cluincy,  but  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  from  the  district  in 
which  he  lived  at  the  next  election  which  occurred 
after  his  return  to  it,  and  took  his  seal  in  Decem- 
ber, 1831:  he  retained  it  by  successive  elections  to 
the  day  of  his  death. 

I  have  not  ventured  on  this  occasion  beyond  a 
bare  ciunneralion  of  the  high  places  of  trust  and 
confidence  which  have  been  conferred  upon  the 
deceased.  The  service  covers  a  period  of  more 
than  half  a  century;  and  what  language  can  I  em- 
ploy which  will  portray  more  forcibly  the  great 
merits  of  the  deceased,  the  confidence  reposed  in 
him  by  the  public,  or  the  ability  with  which  he 
discharged  the  duties  devolved  upon  him,  than  by 
this  simple  narration  of  recorded  facts  ?  An  ambi- 
tious man  could  not  desire  a  more  emphatic  eulogy. 

Mr.  Adams,  however,  was  not  merely  a  states- 
man, but  a  ripe,  accomplished  scholar,  who,  during 
a  life  of  remarkably  well-directed  industry,  made 
those  great  acquirements  vhich  adorned  his  char- 
acter, and  ijave  to  it  the  manly  strength  of  wisdom 
and  inielligencft. 

As  a  statesman  and  patriot,  he  will  rank  among 
the  illustrious  men  of  an  age  prolific  in  great  names, 
and  greatly  distinguished  for  its  progress  in  civili- 
zation. The  productions  of  his  pen  are  proofs  of 
a  vigorous  mind,  imbued  with  a  [irofnnnd  knov.l- 
edge  of  what  it  investigales,  and  of  a  memory 
I  which  was  Ningularly  retentiye  and  capacious. 


But  his  character  is  not  made  up  of  those  con- 
spicuous qualities  alone.  He  will  be  remembered 
for  the  virtues  of  i)rivate  life — for  his  elevated  moral 
example — for  liis  integrity — for  his  devotion  to  his 
duties  as  a  Christian,  as  a  neighbor,  and  as  the 
head  of  a  family.  In  all  these  relations,  few  per- 
sons have  set  a  more  steadfast  or  brighter  example, 
and  few  have  descended  to  the  grave  where  the 
broken  ties  of  social  and  domestic  affection  have 
been  more  sincerely  lamented.  Great  as  may  be 
the  loss  to  the  public  of  otie  so  gifted  and  wise,  it 
is  by  the  family  that  his  death  will  be  most  deeply 
felt.  His  aged  and  beloved  partner,  who  has  so 
long  shared  the  lionors  of  his  career,  and  to  whom 
all  who  know  her  are  bound  by  the  ties  of  friend- 
ship, will  believe  lhat  we  share  her  grief,  mourn 
her  bereavement,  and  sympathize  with  her  in  her 
affliction. 

It  is  believed  to  have  been  the  earnest  wish  of 
his  heart  to  die,  like  Chatham,  in  the  midst  of  his 
labors.  It  was  a  sublime  thought,  that  where  he 
had  toiled  in  the  house  of  the  nation,  in  hours  of 
the  day  devoted  to  its  service,  the  stroke  of  death 
should  reach  him,  and  there  sever  the  ties  of  love 
and  patriotism  which  bound  him  to  earth.  He  fell 
in  his  seat,  attacked  by  paralysis,  of  which  he  had 
before  been  a  victim.  To  describe  the  scene  which 
ensued  would  be  impossible.  It  was  more  than  the 
spontaneous  gush  of  feeling  w'hich  all  such  events 
call  forth,  so  much  to  the  honor  of  our  nature.  It 
was  the  expression  of  reverence  for  his  moral  worth; 
of  admiration  for  his  great  intellectual  endowments, 
and  of  veneration  for  his  age  and  public  services. 
All  gathered  round  the  sufferer,  and  the  strong 
sympathy  and  deep  feeling  which  manifested  itself 
showed  that  the  business  of  the  House  (which  was 
instantly  adjourned)  was  forgotten  amid  the  dis- 
tressing anxieties  of  the  moment.  He  was  soon 
removed  to  the  apartment  of  the  Speaker,  where 
he  remained  surrounded  by  afflicted  friends  till 
the  weary  clay  resigned  iis  immortal  spirit.  "  This 
is  the  end  of  earth  !"  Brief  but  emphatic  words. 
They  were  among  the  last  uttered  by  the  dying^ 
Christian. 

Thus  has  closed  the  life  of  one  whose  purity^ 
patriotism,  talents,  and  learning,  have  seldom  been 
seriously  questioned.  To  say  that  he  had  faults, 
would  only  be  declaring  that  he  was  human.  Let 
him  who  is  exempt  from  error  venture  to  point 
them  out.  In  this  long  career  of  public  life,  it 
would  be  strange  if  th.e  venerable  man  had  not 
met  with  many  who  have  differed  from  him  in 
sentiment,  or  who  have  condemned  his  acts.  If 
there  be  such,  let  the  mantle  of  oblivion  be  thrown 
over  each  unkind  thought.  Let  not  the  grave  of 
the  old  man  eloquent  be  desecrated  by  unfriendly 
remembrances,  but  let  us  yield  our  homage  to  his 
many  virtues,  and  let  it  be  our  prayer  that  we  may 
so  perform  our  duties  here,  that  if  summoned  in  a 
like  sudden  and  appalling  manner,  we  may  not  be 
found  unprepared  or  unable  to  utter  his  words,  "i 
am  composed. " 

Mr.  President,  with  this  imperfect  sketch  of  the 
character  and  service  of  a  great  man,  I  leave  the 
subject  in  the  hands  of  the  Senate  by  moving  the 
resolutions  which  I  send  to  the  Chair: 

Refolvd,  That  the  Senate  has  receivet}  with  deep  sensi- 
bility llic  nicssaue  IVoni  the  House  of  Representatives  an- 
nouiicin;,'  the  death  of  the  honoralile  John  Qcincy  Adams, 
a  represeiitalivc  from  ihe  State  of  Massachusetts. 

Rcsohcil,  Tliat  in  token  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the 
deceased,  the  Senate  will  attend  his  funeral  at  the  hour  ap- 
pointed liy  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  will  wear  the 
usual  hadse  of  nionrninc  for  thirty  days. 

RexoU'cd,  That,  as  a  further  mark  of  respect  for  the  mem- 
ory of  the  deceased,  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn  until  Sat- 
urday next,  to  the  time  appointed  for  the  funeral. 

The  resoluiions  having  been  read — 

Mr.  BENTON,  of  Missouri,  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate as  follows:  Mr.  Prcsidenf :  The  voice  of  his 
native  State  has  been  heard,  through  one  of  the 
Senators  of  Massachusetts,  announcing  the  death 
of  her  aged  and  most  distinguished  son.  The  voice 
of  the  other  Senator  from  Massachusetts  is  not 
heard,  nor  is  his  presence  seen.  A  domestic  calain- 
ity,  known  to  us  all,  and  felt  by  us  all,  confines 
him  to  Ihe  chamber  of  private  grief,  while  the 
Senate  is  occupied  with  the  public  manifcslalioiis 
of  a  respect  and  sorrow  which  a  national  loss  in- 
s|>ires.  In  the  alisencc  of  lhat  Senator,  and  as  the 
member  of  this  body  longest  here,  it  is  not  unfit- 
ting or  unbccomiiii; 'in  m"e  to  second  the  motion 
which  has  been  made  for  extending  the  last  honors 
of  the  Senate  to  him  who,  forty-five  years  ago, 
was  a  member  of  tliis  body,  who,  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  whs  among  the  oldest   members  of  ihs 
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House  of  Representatives,  and  who,  putting  the 
years  of  his  service  together,  was  the  oldest  of  all 
the  members  of  the  American  Government. 

The  eulogium  of  Mr.  Adams  is  made  in  the  facts 
of  his  life,  which  tlie  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
{Mr.  Davis]  has  so  strikingly  stated,  that,  from 
early  manhood  to  octogenarian  age,  he  has  been 
constantly  and  most  honorably  employed  in  the 
public  service.  For  a  period  of  more  than  fifty 
years,  from  the  time  of  his  first  appointment  as 
minister  abroad  under  Washington  to  hiskist  elec- 
tion to  the  House  of  Repre.sentatives  by  the  people 
of  his  native  district,  he  has  been  constantly  re- 
tained in  the  public  service,  and  that,  not  by  the 
favor  of  a  sovereign,  or  by  hereditary  title,  but  by 
the  election.s  and  appointments  of  republican  gov- 
ernment. This  fact  makes  the  eulogy  of  the  illus- 
trious dece;\,sed.  For  what,  except  a  union  of  all 
the  qualities  which  command  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  man,  could  have  ensured  a  public  service 
so  long,  by  appointments  free  and  popular,  and 
from  sources  so  various  and  e.Kalled.'  Minister 
many  times  abroad:  member  of  this  body;  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives;  Cabinet  min- 
ister; President  of  the  United  States;  such  has  been 
the  galaxy  of  his  splendid  appointments.  And 
what  but  moral  excellence  the  most  perfect;  intel- 
lectual ability  the  most  eminent;  fidelity  the  most 
unwavering;  service  the  most  useful,  would  have 
commanded  such  a  succession  of  appointments  so 
exalted,  and  from  sources  so  various  and  so  emi- 
nent? Nothing  less  could  have  commanded  such  a 
series  of  appointments;  and  accordingly  we  see  the 
union  of  all  these  great  qualities  in  him  who  has 
received  them. 

In  this  long  career  of  public  service  Mr.  Adams 
was  distinguished  not  only  by  faithful  attention  to 
all  the  great  duties  of  his  stations,  but  to  all  their  less 
and  minor  duties.  He  was  not  the  Salaminian 
galley,  to  be  launched  only  on  extraordinary  occa- 
sions, but  he  was  the  ready  vessel,  always  launch- 
ed when  the  duties,  of  his  station  required  it,  be  the 
occasion  great  or  small.  As  President,  as  Cabinet 
minister,  as  minister  abroad,  he  examined  all 
questions  that  came  before  him,  and  examined  all, 
in  all  their  parts,  in  all  the  minutia  of  their  detail,  as 
%vell  as  in  all  the  vastness  of  their  comprehension. 
As  Senator,  and  as  amember  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, the  obscure  committee  room  was  as 
much  the  witness  of  his  laborious  ai>plication  to 
the  drudgery  of  legislation  as  the  halls  of  the  two 
Houses  were  to  the  ever-ready  speech,  replete  with 
knowledge,  which  instructed  all  hearers,  enlight- 
ened all  subjects,  and  gave  dignity  and  ornament 
to  debate. 

In  the  observance  of  all  the  proprieties  of  life, 
Mr.  Adams  was  a  most  noble  and  impressive  ex- 
ample. He  cultivated  the  minor  as  well  as  the 
greater  virtues.  Wherever  his  presence  could  give 
aid  and  countenance  to  what  was  useful  and  hon- 
orable to  man,  there  he  was.  Jn  the  exercises  of 
the  school  and  of  the  college — in  the  meritorious 
meetings  of  the  agricultural,  mechanical,  and  com- 
mercial societies — in  attendance  upon  Divine  wor- 
ship— he  gave  the  punctual  attendance  rarely  seen 
but  in  those  who  are  free  from  the  weight  of  pub- 
tic  cares. 

Punctual  to  every  duty,  death  found  him  at  the 
post  of  duty;  and  where  else  could  it  have  found 
him,  at  any  stage  of  his  career,  for  the  fifty  years 
of  his  illustrious  public  life.'  From  the  time  of 
his  first  appointment  by  Washington  to  his  last 
election  by  the  people  of  his  native  town,  where 
could  death  have  found  him  but  at  the  post  of  duty  ? 
At  that  post,  in  the  fullness  of  age,  in  the  ripeness 
of  renown,  crowned  with  honors,  surrounded  by 
his  family,  his  friends,  and  admirers,  and  in  the 
very  presence  of  the  national  representation,  he  has 
been  gathered  to  his  fathers,  leaving  behind  him  the 
memory  of  puljlic  services  which  are  the  history  of 
his  country  for  half  a  century,  and  the  example  of 
a  life,  public  and  private,  which  should  be  the 
study  and  the  model  of  the  generations  of  his 
countrymen. 

When  Mr.  B.  concluded,  the  resolutions  were 
unanimously  adopted,  and^he  Senate  adjourned  to 
Saturday. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  Februanj  26,  1848. 
Pursuant  to  the  resolve  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, this  day  was  set  apart  for  rendering  to  the 
retmains  of  the  deceased  patriot  and  Blatesman,  the 


honorable  John  Q,uincy  Adams,  the  last  hurnan 
tribute.* 

The  SPEAKER  having  taken  the  chair,  the 
Journal  of  Thursday  was  read.  Soon  after,  the 
Senate  entered,  preceded  by  their  presiding  ofKcer., 
He  took  his  seat  on  the  left  of  the  Speaker.  As 
the  Senators  passed  up  the  centre  aisle  and  took 
their  seats,  the  Speaker  and  members  of  the  House 
rose,  and  continued  standing  till  they  had  taken 
the  seats  assigned  them.  Soon  after,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  entered  the  Hall,  and 
was  received  by  all  in  like  manner,  while  he  took 
his  scat  on  the  right  of  the  S[ieali:er.  The  meni- 
bers  of  the  Cabinet  occupied  seats  in  front  of  the 
Senators,  and  opposite  to  the  Foreign  Ministers. 
The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  preceded  by 
their  officer.^,  passed  up  to  seats  on  the  right  of  the 
Clerk's  desk.  The  relatives  of  the  deceased  were 
next  conducted  to  a  position  reserved  for  them  on 
the  extreme  left.  Next  entered  the  members  of 
the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  preceded  by  the  offi- 
cers and  chaplain  of  that  body — the  Legislature, 
sitting  at  Annapolis,  having  passed  resolutions  to 
attend  the  funeral.  Next  entered  the  corporate 
authorities  of  Washington,  headed  by  their  w  -.peot- 
ive  officers,  who  were  conducted  to  placL-  by  the 
officers  of  the  House.  At  length  came  the  body, 
escorted  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  and 
followed  by  the  delegation  of  Massachusetts  as 
mourners.  The  Speaker,  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  the  officers  of  both  Houses,  the  members 
of  the  committee  of  arrangements,  the  pall  bearers, 
and  attendant  physicians  wore  white  scarfs.  The 
whole  assemblage  being  thus  at  length  completed, 
the  deep  silence  of  expectation  pervaded  the  Hall. 
Not  a  rude  sound,  and  scarce  a  sound  of  any  kind, 
was  to  be  heard  among  the  waiting  thousands  who 
crowded  the  galleries  and  lobbies  in  every  spot 
where  a  human  being  could  find  room  to  stand. 

The  Chaplain  of  the  House,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Guu- 
LET,  then  rose  and  read  an  appropriate  portion  of 

*  At  an  early  hour  men  in  uniform  might  he  seen  hasten- 
ing to  their  reEpective  place.i  ot"  parade,  wliile  numerous 
groups  of  citizens  and  strangers  were  flocking  from  all  direc- 
tions toward  the  Capitol. 

By  a  judicious  arrangement,  the  doors  of  that  vast  build- 
ing were  thrown  open  to  the  gathering  multitudes,  while 
those  of  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  wliere  the 
funeral  ceremonies  were  to  take  place,  were  closed  to  all 
hut  the  members  and  officers  of  the  House.  The  ladies' gal- 
lery was  rapidly  filled  up,  all  gentlemen  without  distinction 
being  peremptorily  excluded.  A  certain  portion  of  the  semi- 
circular gallery  (usually  occupied  thronahout  by  gentlemen 
only)  was  partitioned  off  for  the  accommodation  of  a  very 
large  choir  of  singers,  selected  from  those  of  the  several 
churches  of  the  city. 

T'he  Hall  was  shrouded  in  black,  and  presented  a  very 
solemn  appearance.  This  part  of  the  arransemeiits  was 
executed  with  great  taste  and  judsnient  by  the  officers  of 
the  House,  under  the  suirgestions  and  kind  supervision  of  a 
distinguished  lady.  The  figure  of  History,  especially,  (whose 
graceful  form  surmounts  the  clock,  holding  in  her  hands  a 
tablet  and  a  pen.)  was  robed  with  consummate  taste  and 
judgment,  the  black  drapery  covering  her  entires  person,  with 
the  exception  of  the  arm  holdinc  the  recorded  pen,  whose 
alabaster  whiteness,  in  strongcontrastwitfi' the  surrounding 
stole,  had  a  fine  efi'ect;  heightened  as  it  was  by  the  attitude 
of  th"  head,  which,  turning  towards  one  side,  happened  to 
hjve  its  countenance  in  the  very  direction  where  stood  the 
vacant  seat  of  Mr.  Adams,  as  if  in  the  .act  of  recording  the 
solemn  circumstances  of  his  death.  Tliat  seat,  by  order  of 
the  House,  was  draped  in  the  deepest  mourning,  and,  by  the 
fact  of  its  vacancy,  recalled  every  beholder  to  the  lilovv 
which  had  there  fallen,  like  a  thunderbolt  from  a  cloudless 
sky.  The  portraits  of  VVashinton  and  of  LArAYEXTE,  on 
either  hand  of  the  chair,  were  covered  over  with  thin  crape, 
casting  a  melancholy  dimness  over  the  features,  without 
entirely  concealing  them,  the  frames  being  covered  with  a 
deeper  black.  The  effect  of  this,  too,  was  very  fine.  n)ost 
truly  representing  what  would  have  been  the  feeling  of  both 
those  distinguished  men,  if  alive  to  witness  the  solemn 
scene;  for  Washington  gave  the  deceased  his  first  com- 
mission, and  Lafayette  end)raced  him  in  his  arms  when 
taking  his  last  adieu  of  America. 

The  members  gradually  arrived  and  filled  up  their  seats  in 
the  Hall,  a  portion,  however,  being  reserved  for  the  Senate. 

The  space  in  the  central  area,  in  front  of  the  Clerk's  table 
was  furnished  with  seats  for  the  Judges,  the  Cabinet,  the 
Diplomatic  Corp.',  and  the  Committee  oi"  Arrangements,  con- 
sisting of  one  member  from  each  State  of  the  Union;  while, 
in  its  centre,  stood  a  table,  covered  with  a  black  velvet 
pall,  to  support  the  corpse. 

Officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  as  they  entered  the  Hall, 
had  seat"  assigned  them  next  in  the  rear  of  the  Foreign  Min- 
isters. By  an  unfortunate  omission,  no  seats  were  reserved 
for  the  CIcrcy ;  but  as  a  number  of  them  arrived,  not  only 
from  the  city,  but  from  Baltimore,  Alevaiidria,  and  several 
from  Massachusetts,  they  were  conducted  by  the  officers  of 
the  House  to  favorable  positions. 

The  members  of  the  Diplomatic  Rody  arrived  severally, 
from  time  to  time,  and  not  in  a  body :  some  of  them  mani- 
fested their  respect  for  the  solemn  occasion,  and  for  the 
presence  of  the  assembled  authorities  of  the  nation,  by  ap- 
pearing in  their  full  official  dresses,  witli  their  respective 
orders  and  decorations,  while  others  seem  to  have  deemed 
it  more  appropriate  to  appear  in  simple  black.  The  contrast 
could  not  but  strike  the  eye. — Xational  Intelli«cnccr. 


Holy  Writ,  and  addres,scd  the  throne  of  Heavenly 
Grace  in  a  meek  and  devout  prayer. 

He  then  read  a  hymn  which  had  been  .selected 
for  the  occasion,  and  which  was  sung  with  admir- 
able skill  and  impressive  effect  hy  the  choir.  As 
the  wailing  notes  swelled  and  sank  away  in  melan- 
choly cadence,  their  placid ,  stilling,  and  solemnizing 
effect  was  obvious  to  the  eye,  in  tlie  countenances 
of  the  listening  auditory,  and  prepared  thrm  for 
the  address  which  followed,  from  these  words  in 
Job,  ^',dnd  Ihiue  age  shall  be  clearer  than  Ike  noon- 
day:  ihou  shall  shine  forth,  Ihou  shall  he  as  the  morn- 
ing: and  thou  shall  be  secure,  because  there  is  hope." 

(Chapter  xi.  17.)        . 

The  address  was  followed  by  a  closing  hymn  and 
the  Apostolic  benediction,  when  the  funeral  pro- 
cession began  to  be  formed,  the  corpse  was  borne 
out  of  the  Hall,  the  several  public  bodies  fell  into 
their  place,  pat^sing  in  succession  along  the  broad 
aisle  and.through  the  north  door  into  the  Rotundo, 
and  so  out  on  the  ea.^lern  portico,  and  down  the 
gi-eat  flight  of  steps  to  the  open  area  in  front, 
where  carriages  were  in  waiting  to  receive  them. 

The  procession  then  moved  in  the  following  or- 
der, to  the  Congressional  Buryinjc  Ground,  where 
the  body  was  deposited,  but  in  a'few  days  is  to  be 
removed  to  Gluincy: 

Military  escort  of  Cavalry  and  Infantry,  of  Wash- 
ington and  Alexandria. 
Band. 
The  Chaplains  of  both  Houses  of  Congress. 
Physicians  who  attended  the  deceased. 
Committee  of  Arrangements. 
Pall-Bearers: 
Hon.  J.  J.  McKay,  N.  U.     )  H  f  Hon.  Truman  Smith,  Con. 
Hon.  Linn  Boyd,  Ken.         |  g  |  Hon.  J.  ii.  Ingersoll,  Fenn. 
Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun,  S.  C.   1  o  1  Hon.  T.  H.  Benton,  Mo. 
Chief  Justice  R.  B.  'i'aney,  f  g  ]  Hon.  Justice  J.  McLean, 
General  George  Gibson,        \  'S     Com.  Charles  Morris, 
Hon.  VV.  W.  Seaton,  J  «  [  Hon.  Thos.  H.  Crawford. 

Mr.  J.  F.  Harvey,  Conductor  of  the  Car. 

The  family  and  friends  of  the  deceased. 

The  Senators  and  Representatives  from  the  State 

of  Massachusetts,  as  mourners. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  House. 

The    House   of    Representatives   of   the    United 

States,  preceded  by  their  Speaker  and  Clerk. 

The  other  officers  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate,  preceded  by  their  President  and 

Secretary. 

The  other  officers  of  the  Senate. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Heads  of  Departments. 

The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 

States,  and  its  officers. 
The  Judges  of  the  Circuit  and  District  Courts  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  its  officers. 
The  Diplomatic  Corps. 
The  Comptrollers,  Auditors,  and  other  Heads  of 
Bureaus  of  the  several  Departments  of  the 
Government,  with  their  officers. 
Officers  of  the  Anny  and  Navy  at  the  seat  of 
Government. 
Members  of  Maryland  Legislature. 
The  Corporations  of  Washington  and  Alexandria. 
The  Columbia  Typographical  Society. 
Officers  and  students  of  Georgetown  College. 
Officers  and  students  of  Columbia  College. 
Literar}'  institutions. 
Fire  Companies  of  lite  District. 
Odd  Fellows. 
Citizens  and  Strangers. 
The  whole  proceeding  was  conducted  with  great 
decorutn  and  dignity,  and  the  universal  interest  ex- 
cited  among  people   of  all   classes   to   witness  it 
shows  the  deep  hold  the  event  itself  had  taken  on 
the  public  mind. 

*  The  coffin  was  covered  with  black  velvet  and  ornamented 
with  silver  lace.  'J'he  silver  breastplate  presented  the  fol- 
lowing inscription : 

JOHM  Cit'iNCY  Adams, 

Itorn 

An  Inhabitant  of  Massachusetts,  July  11,  l*bi. 

Died 

A  Citizen  of  the  United  States, 

III  tlic  Capitol  ot\V;i-bin!iton, 

I'Vlmiarv  i3,  1818: 

Having  served  his  Counlry  lor  Hall  a  century. 

And 

Enjoyed  its  Highest  Honors.  ; 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
jMon-day,  February  28,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 
MRS.  ADAMS. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  rose  and  asked  the 
unaninious  consent  of  the  House  to  complete  tiie 
honors  which  they  had  bestowed  upon  its  late 
most  illustrious  member,  by  giving;  to  his  widow 
the  same  mark  of  national  respect  which  had  been 
conferred  by  law  upon  Mrs.  Madison  and  jMrs. 
Harrison,  to  wit,  that  of  sending  and  receiving 
through  the  mail  all  letters  and  papers  free  of 
postage. 

He  sent  up  to  the  Clerk's  table  the  bill  which  he 
had  prepared,  and  he  trusted  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  its  immediate  passage. 

The  bill  was  read,  as  follows: 

Be  if  atacfcil,  i^-c.  That  ail  letters  and  packets  cairied  to 
and  Iroiii  L:)uis;i  Calhariiio  Aiiaiiis,  widow  of  tlie  lalo  John 
Uwincy  .Adams,  be  conveyed  tree  of' postage  during  tier  nat- 
ural lii'e. 

Mr.  SAWYER  suggested  to  Mr.  Ingersoll, 
that  upon  Txlrs.  Aiadi.son  had  been  conferred  the 
privilege  of  this  Hall,  and  that  the  same  mark  of 
respect  should  be  extended  to  Mrs.  Adams. 

Mr.  C.  J.  1NGER.S0LL.  That  cannot  be  done 
by  act  of  Congress.  In  the  case  referred  to,  the 
privilege  was  granted  by  a  simple  resolution  of  the 
House.     Tliis  is  a  law  of  Congress. 

The  bill,  by  unanimous  consent,  received  its 
second  reading. 

And  then,  having  been  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time  now — 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

MR.  ADAMS. 
Mr.  ASHMUN,  on  leave,  offered  the  following 
resolution: 

Rcsol'^cd,  That  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  l)e  direct- 
ed to  cause  to  be  publishi^d,  in  pamphlet  iorm,  and  in  such 
manner  as  may  seem  to  them  a|ipropiiate  for  the  use  of  tlie 
Mouse,  twenty  thousand  copies  of  the  addresses  made  by  the 
Speaker  and  the  menjliers  ofthis  House,  andoftheaddretses 
made  to  the  Senate,  tocelher  with  the  discourse  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  (Jnrley,  u|)on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  John 
QuiscY  Adams. 

Mr.  SLINGERLAND  moved  to  amend  the  res- 
olution by  striking  out  "  twenty  thousand"  and 
inserting  "  forty  thousand."     Disagreed  to. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  (under  a  suspension 
of  the  rules  for  the  purpose,)  presented  certain 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, viz: 

A  resolution  relating  to  the  service  of  Captains 
Gillespie,  Peake,  Vernon,  and  Rogers,  with  their 
coiTipanics  as  inountcd  volunteers  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  in  t/ie  year  1836; 

A  resolution  in  relation  to  horses  lost  by  volun- 
teers in  the  United  States  service  in  the  Mexican 
war; 

A  resolution  for  an  increase  in  the  pay  of  the 
privates  in  our  army  in  Mexico; 

Which  resolutions  were  severally  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  LEVIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Engrav- 
ing, made  a  report  recommending  that  one  copy  of 
the  map  and  drawings  accoinpanying  the  report  of 
Lieutenant  Emory  be  engraved  and  attached  to 
each  printed  copy  of  said  leport; 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a  report 
recotiimending  that  the  map  accompanying  the  me- 
morial of  the  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia  Rail- 
road Company,  (on  which  memorial  Mv.  King, 
of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
made  a  report,)  be  engraved  and  attached  to  each 
printed  copy  of  said  report; 

Wiiich  Haid  reports  were  severally  adopted. 

Mr.  G.\YLF^,  on  leave,  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  Alabama  in  favor  of  cash  or 
scrip  in  lieu  of  worthless  latuls  heretofore  granted 
by  Congress  for  th'>  use  of  schools.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  CRISFIELD,  on  leave,  presented  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland  in  favor  of  an 
appropriation  for  a  light-boat  on  the  Seven  Foot 
Knoll,  in  the  Chesapeake  bay,  for  a  light.-house  on 
Greenbury  Point,  and  h  light-house  on  Flat  Cap, 
at  the  mouth  of  Annamessex  river.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  PILLSEURY,  on  leave,  presented  resolu- 
tions of  the  Lejrislature  of  Texas,  protesting  ngain.st 
the  relinrpaishment  of  the  Mexican  provinces  or 
ytates  without  indemnity;  and  also  against  any  law 


which  shall  be  intended  to  prevent  the  citizens  of 
slaveholding  Slates  from  taking  their  property  with 
them  in  emi<ifating  to  said  acquired  territory.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
He  submitted  that,  under  the  36th  rule,  this  day 
was  set  apart  for  the  calling  Qf  the  States  for  res- 
olutions. 

Mr.  MURPHY  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  in 
order  that  the  States  might  be  called  for  petitions. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  inqltired  if  resolutions  of  State 
Legislatures  could  not  be  received  in  order  under 
the  call  for  resolutions? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  House  refused  to 
suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  inquired  if  the  joint 
resolution  "iving  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  certain 
ofTicers  of  the  army,  which  was  under  considera- 
tion, and  on  which  the  main  question  had  been  or- 
dered when  the  proceedings  of  the  House  had  been 
interrupted  by  the  melancholy  event  which  had  oc- 
curred here  durir.g  the  last  week,  was  not  now  in 
order  as  the  first  question? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  this  resolution  v/as 
not  now  in  order,  but  had  taken  its  place  on  the 
Speaker's  table,  and  would  come  up  in  order  with 
resolutions  on  the  Speaker's  tabic. 

The  SPEAKER  then  proceeded  to  call  the  States 
for  resolutions,  commencing -at  the  State  where  the 
call  ceased  on  the  last  resolution  day,  viz:  New 
York. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York, 
Resolved,  Thatthe  Coininilteeon  the  Judiciary  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  against 
the  importation  of  foreia[n  criminals  and  paupers  into  the 
United  States ;  or  else,  in  some  way,  to  relieve  the  several 
seaport  and  lake  towns  from  the  onerous  burdens  arising 
from  a  fearful  and  unprecedented  increase  of  foreign  pau- 
pers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  REYNOLDS, 
Resoh-ed,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  direct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  justice  and  expediency  of  grantins;  a 
bounty  in  land  to  such  soldiers  of  the  old  fourth  reginieut  of 
United  States  infantry  as  served  during  any  part  of  the  last 
war  with  Great  Britain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SHERRILL, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Po^t  Office  and  Post 
Roads  b.'.  instructed  to  inciuire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  post-rout«  from  Gi)hoa,in  Sclioharie  county.  New 
York,  by  way  of  Jefierson  and  North  Harperstield,  to  Daven- 
port, in  Delaware  county,  New  York. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York,  inoved  the  follow- 
ing preamble  and  resolution: 

Whereas  Ihi^re  has  been  presented  to  this  House  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Comnnttee  on  the  Judiciary,  a  petition  of 
Alexander  Hunter,  Esq.,  marshal  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, praying  for  the  settlement  and  payment  of  an  account 
against  the  United  States  for  the  commitment,  feeding,  and 
releasement  of  persons  claimed  as  slaves  or  f\igiiives  from 
service  and  committed  as  such  to  the  custody  of  the  said 
marshal  in  the  jail  of  the  United  States  in  thcDistrict  of  Co- 
lumbia; which  account  extends  through  several  years,  and 
consists  of  about  two  hundred  items,  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  $'.7,3t)l  fiO ;  and  whereas  it  appears  by  the  said 
account  that  one  Moses  Thornton  was  kept  in  said  jail 
for  the  space  o^twelve  hundred  and  forty  days,  for  which 

such  marshal  has  charged  the  (Tnited  .''fates ^421  60 

That  four  persons  designated  as  "Meade's  negroes" 
were  kept  in|said  jail  fivs  hundred  and  eighty-five 
davs  each,  for  which  said  marshal  has  charged  the 

Ui'iited  States 795  60 

And  had  been  before  kept  in  said  jail  over  fifty  days 
each,  for  which  said   marshal  has  charged  the 

United  States 70  28 

That  eight  persons,  designated  as  "  Ruckner's  ne- 
groes," were  kept  in  said  jail  four  hundred  and 
sixty-two  davs  each,  for  which  said  marshal  has 

charged  the  United  States 1,336  64 

That  William  Burrows  and  Joseph  Armstrong  were 
kept  in  said  jail  four  hundred  and  forty-three  days 
each,  for  which  said  marshal  has  charged  the 

United  States.... .' 30124 

That  Sarah  A.  Robinson  was  kept  in  said  jail  four 
hundred   and  twenty-one  days,  for  which  said 

marshal  has  charged  the  United  States 143  14 

That  Peyton  Harris  was  kept  in  said  jail  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one  days,  for  which  said  mar- 
shal has  charged  the  United  States 109  14 

And  that  five  several  persons,  the  cause  of  whose 
commitment  is  stated  in  said  account  to  be  a  peti- 
tion for  freedom,  were  kept  in  said  jnil  for  one 
hundred  and  eleven,  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
two,  two  hundred  and  thirty-two.  three  himdred 
niid  seventy-one,  and  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
one  davs,  respeciivelv,  for  which  said  marshal  has 

charged  the  Uniicil  States 437  38 

Ami  wkerc^as  ii  is  claimed  and  alleged  by  or  on  behalf  of  the 
said  mnrslial  that  the  commitment  and  detention  ol'said  per- 
sons claimed  to  be  slaves  was  authorized  and  required  by 
the  laws  of  the  tJnited  States,  and  was  under  and  by  virtue 
of  warrants,  orders,  or  process  of  courts  or  nmgistrati  s  of  the 
United  Stales  within  the  District  of  ('olumhia,  and  that  the 
United  .States  are  therefore  hound  to  pay  the  said  account ; 
and  whereas  it  is  supposed  that  the  said  cnmniilments  and 
detentions  werfl  nulhorized  by  the  act  of  Congress  entilled 
"An  act  for  estahllsliing  the  temporary  nnd  permanent  seat 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,"  passed  July  16, 
1790,  by  which  it  was  provided  that  the  lavvH  of  the  StatcB 


within  the  District  accepted  for  the  permanent  seat  of  the 
Goveruuienl  of  the  United  Stales  should  not  be  afl'ected  by 
such  acceptance  unril  the  time  fixed  for  the  removal  of  the 
Government  thereto,  "and  uiuil  Coiitiress  shall  otherwise 
by  law  provide,"  an<l  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  "  An  act 
conceniing  ihe  District  of  Columbia,"  passed  February  27, 
1801,  by  which  it  is  enacted  "  that  the  laws  of  the  State  of 
'  Virginia,  iis  they  now  exist,  shall  be  and  continue  in  force 
'  in  that  part  of  the  Districtof  Columbia  which  Wiis  ceded  by 
'  said  State  to  the  United  States,  and  by  them  accepted  as 
'the  permanent  seat  of  Government :  and  that  the  laws  of 
'  the  State  of  Maryland,  as  they  now  exist,  shall  be  and  con- 
'  tinue  in  force  in  that  part  of  the  said  District  which  was 
'  ceded  l)y  that  State  to  the  United  States  and  by  them  ac- 
'cepted  as  aforesaid  ;"  and  that  the  justices  of  the  pence 
appointed  in  such  District  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales  "  shall,  in  all  matters  civil  and  criminal,  and  in  what- 
'  ever  relates  to  tiie  conservation  of  the  peace,  have  all  tlie 
'  powers  vested  in, and  shall  perform  all  the  duties  required 
'of,  justices  of  the  peace,  as  individual  magistrates  liy  Ihe 
'laws  before  continued  in  force  in  those  parts  of  said  Dis- 
'  trict  for  which  they  shall  have  been  respectively  appoiuied;" 
and  whereas  such  connnitinents  and  delcnti'ons  can  only  be 
aulliorized  under  the  said  nets  of  Congress  or  some  oilier  act 
or  acts  of  Congress  authorizing  the  same  ;  and  whereas  the 
use  of  the  public  jail  of  the  United  States  within  the  District 
of  Columbia,  (wiiile  owned  and  controlled  by  Ihe  United 
States,  and  maintained  at  their  expense,)  tor  the  detention 
and  safekeeping  of  persons  clairried  as  slaves  or  fugitives 
from  service  is  not  required  for  the  full  ami  perfect  mainte- 
nance of  the  eomproniisesof  the  Constitution  ;  and  whereas 
the  further  use  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  of  the  public  jail 
of  the  territory  in  which  Congress  has  by  the  Consritution 
the  express  power  of  exclusive  legislation,  is  no  interl'erence 
with  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  States,  more  especially 
if  the  riuht  of  recapture,  by  the  master  or  his  agent,  is  leit 
to  act  witii  full  force  upon  the  runaway  slave  or  fugitive 
from  service ;  and  such  use  is  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  a 
large  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  :  There- 
fore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  direct.i-d  to  report  to  this  House,  with  all 
convenient  speed,  a  bill  repealing  all  laws  of  Congress,  and 
ahrogatins,  so  far  as  they  are  oper.'itive  or  in  force  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  all  laws  of  the  State  of  Maryland  which 
authorize  or  require  the  courts,  otticers,  or  magistrates  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  the  said  District,  within  the  District; 
of  Columbia,  to  issue  process  for  arrest,  or  commit  to  the 
jail  of  the  said  District  any  runaway  or  other  slave  or  fugi- 
tive from  service,  or  colored  person  claimed  as  such,  except 
on  due  complaint  and  proof  of,  or  on  a  conviction  for,  some 
crime  or  misdemeanor,  the  commission  of  which  by  any 
free  white  person  would  authorize  in  the  same  manner  the 
arrest,  commitment,  and  detention  of  such  white  person  in 
like  manner  charged  with  or  convicted  thereof. 

Mr.  HALL  iTioved  the  previous  question. 

After  inquiries  by  Mr.  McKAY  and  Mr.  CUM- 
MINS, the  question  on  seconding  the  previous 
question  was  put,  and  the  House  refused  to  second 
the  previous  question.  The  j-esolution  accordingly 
lies  over. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  communicate  to  this 
House  a  list  containing  all  the  contracts  entered  into  s^ince. 
the  1st  of  December,  1S46,  stating,  first,  the  name  of  the 
contractor  and  sureties;  second,  the  nature  and  amount  of 
each  contract,  whether  advertised  or  not  by  publishing  in 
one  or  more  new- papers,  the  rate  at  Avhich  contracts  xvere 
made,  the  prices  paid  for  services  performed  or  articles  fur- 
nished ;  thiidly,  what  contracts  have  been  fulfilled  or  per- 
formed, and  what  have  not  been,  furni.-hing  the  reasons 
why, and  whether  any,  and  if  any,  what  measnreshave  been 
taken  to  cuiforcc  the  performance,  or  secure  the  Government 
aaainst  loss  by  proceeding  against  the  sureties;  fourthly, 
whether  higher  prices  have  been  paid  to  other  persons  who 
have  performed,  in  whole  or  in  part,  any  contracts  or  orders 
which  have  been  undertaken  by  others,  with  the  reasons  for 
paying  or  allowing  such  extra  or  liigher  prices,  giving  the 
name  and  residence  of  such  contractors  and  their  sureties, 
and  whether  public  notice  was  given  of  the  failure  of  the 
parties  to  execute  their  contracts;  also,  showing  whether 
the  same  parties  who  failed  to  perform  their  engagements 
were  interested  in  sulisequentcontractsat  the  sameor  higher 
rates. 

Mr.  W.  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  resolution.   Disagreed  to. 

Mr.  NELSON  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  laid  over  under  the  rule: 

Resolved.  That  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  he,  and  he  is 
hereby,  requested  to  furnish  this  House  with  a  list  or  state- 
ment of  all  patents  whieh  have  heretofore  been  granted  by 
the  United  States-  for  ploughs,  or  for  improvements  in  the 
consiructioi'i  ol  ploughs,  selling  forth  the<liitc  of  each  |iatent, 
to  whom  granted,  with  the  specification  of  the  invention  or 
improvement  claimed  by  the  patentees  severally  and  respect- 
ively; whether  any  nnd  which  of  said  patents  have  been 
renewed  or  extended,  and  for  what  periods  of  time,  with 
such  other  facts  as  may  be  in  his  power  to  give  as  .shall  bet- 
ter enable  this  House  to  judge  of  the  merits  of  the  invention 
claimed  by  Jelhro  Wood,  of  the  cast-iron  plough. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GOTT, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  be 
instrucK'd  to  ascertain  and  report  to  this  House  the  expenses 
of  the  war  with  Mexico,  giving  the  items  of  such  expenses 
as  far  as  practicable. 

Mr.  LORD  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  laid  over  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Patcmis  be  requested 
by  this  House  to  cause  all  the  models  now  in  his  department 
of  metnllic  air-tight  cofilns.  designed  for  the  convenient  and 
safe  transporlntion  of  budies,  to  be  examined  and  reported 
upon  without  delay. 
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Mr.  DUER  moved  the  following  ies3okuion: 
Resolved,  That  no  member  wlio  is  permitted  to  make  a 

personal  explanation  sinill  be  allowed  to  speak  more  than 

ten  niinutes.in  making  such  explanation. 

The  resolution  was  required,  under  the  rules,  to 
lie  over  one  day. 

Mr.  D.  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  resolution.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  then  moved  to  refer  the 
resolution  to  the  Committee  on  the  Rules.  Agreed 
to. 

PROHTBITION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  PUTNAM  moved  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution : 

VVIiereas,  in  tlic  settlement  of  the  difficulties  pending  be- 
tween this  country  and  Mexico,  territory  may  be  acquired 
in  wliich  slavery  does  not  now  exist;  and  whereas  Congress, 
in  the  organization  of  a  Territorial  Government  at  an  early 
period  of  our  political  history,  e.stabiisbcd  a  principle  worthy 
of  imitation  in  all  future  time,  forbidding  the  existence  of 
slavery  in  free  territory:  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  in  any  territory  wliich  may  be  acquired 
from  Mexico,  over  which  shall  be  established  Territorial 
Governments,  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  as  a 
jiunishment  for  crime,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been 
duly  convicted,  shonUi  be  forever  prohibited  ;  and  that,  in 
any  act  or  resolution  establishingsuch  Govermnents,  afund- 
amental  provision  ought  to  be  inserted  to  tiiat  eftect. 

Mr.  P.  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays. 

After  the  roll  was  called  through,  Mr.  C.  J. 
INGERSOLL  rose  and  asked  leave  to  vote.  He 
said  he  was  not,  he  believed,  exactly  within  the 
bar  when  his  name  was  called,  being  engaged  at 
the  reporter's  desk.  He  had,  however,  entered 
before  the  name  immediately  following  his  own 
was  called.  If  allowed  to  vote,  he  would  vote  aye. 
His  vole  was  not  received. 

Mr.  MURPHY  rose  and  said  he  was  not  with- 
in the  bar  when  his  name  was  called,  but  he  asked 
leave  to  vote.     It  being  objected  to, 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules  to  allow  Mr.  Murphy  and  himself  to  vote. 
Disagreed  to. 

The  result  was  then  announced,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Green  Adams,  Atkinson,  Barringer,  Bar- 
row, Bayly,  Bedinger,  Birdsall,  Biack,  Bocock,  Bowdon, 
Bowlin,  Boyd,  Boydon.  Brodhead,  Charles  Brown,  Albert 
G.  Brown,  Burt,  Cabell,  Catlicart,  Chase,  Clapp,  FrankUn 
•Clark,  Byverlv  L.  Clark,  Clingnian,  Howell  Cobb,  William- 
son R.  W.  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crisfield,  Crozier,  Daniel,  Dick- 
inson, Donnell,  Garnett  Duncan,  Featherston,  Ficklin, 
French,  Fulton,  Gaines,  Gayle,  Gentry,  Goggin,  Green,  W. 
P.  Hall,  Haralson,  Harris,  Haskell,  Henley,  Hill,  Billiard, 
IsaacE.  Holmes,  George  S.Houston.  Inge,  iverson,  Jackson, 
Jameson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Robert  W.Johnson,  George  W. 
Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennon,  Thomas  Butler 
Kina,  La  S6re,  Levin,  Ligon,  Lord,  Lumpkin.  Maclay, 
McClcrnand,  McKay,  McLane,  Mann,  Miller,  Morchead, 
Morse,  Outlaw,  l^endleton,  Petti t,  I'eyton,  Phelps,  Pillsbury, 
Preston,  Richardson,  Richey,  Robinson,  Roman,  Sawyer, 
Sliepperd,  Simpson,  Sii^s,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  Stephens, 
Thibodeaux,  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Joliii  B.  Thompson,  R. 
A.  'I'hoinpson, Toombs,  Turner,  Venable,  Wick,  Williams, 
Wiley,  and  Woodward — 10.5. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abbott,  Ashmun,  Bingham,  Brady,  Butler, 
Canby,  Collamer,  Collins,  Conifer,  Cranston,  Crowell,  Cum- 
mins, Dickey,  Dixon,  Duer,  Darnel  Duncan,  DunVi,  Eckert, 
Edwards,  Emhree,  Nathan  Evans,  Faran,  Farrelly,  Fisher 
Freedley,  Fries,  Gidiliugs,  Gott,  Gregory,  Grinnell,Hale,  n! 
K.  Hall,  Hammons,  James  G.  Hampton,  Moses  Hampton, 
Henry,  Ellas  B.  Holmes,  J.  W.  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hudson, 
Hunt,  Irvin,  Jenkins,  James  H.  Johnson,  Kellogs,  Daniel 
P.  King,  Lahm,  William  T.  Lawrence,  Sidney  Lawrence, 
LefBer,  liincoln,  McClelland,  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Marvin, 
Morris,  Mullin,  N(?lson,  Nes,  Newall,  Palfrey, Pcaslee,  Peck, 
Pollock  Putnam,  Reynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Roek- 
weH,  Root,  Rumsey,  St.  John,  Schenek,  Slierrill,  Silvester, 
Slingerland,  Caleb  B.  Smith, Truman  Sniilh,  Starkweather, 
Andrew  Stewart,  C.  E.  Stuart,  Strohni,  Tallmadge,  Taylor, 
Richard  W.  Thompson,  William  Tlioinpson,  Thurston, 
Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  Warren,  Wentworth,  White,  Wilmot, 
and  Wilson— 92.  ' 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 
BILLS  INTRODUCED.. 

Bills,  of  wliich  previous  notice  had  been  given, 
were  introduced,  as  follows: 

By  Mr.  HUNT  :  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Abraham  Hogeboom,  decea.sed. 

By  Mr.  JENKINS:  A  bill  to  regulate  the  com- 
pensation of  postmnsters,  to  exempt  certain  news- 
papers from  postage,  and  to  reduce  the  postage  on 
transient  newspapers. 

By  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi:  A  bill  grant- 
ing a  quantity  of  land  to  the  Stale  of  Mississippi 
for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  navigation  of  cer- 
tain rivers  in  that  State. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 
Notices  of  motions  for  leave  to  introduce  bills 
were  given  as  follows: 


By  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York:  Of  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  Brockportand  Clarkson  Plank  Road 
Company  to  import  from  Canada  a  certain  quanti- 
ty of  lumber  free  of  duty. 

By  Mr.  JENKINS:  Of  a  bill  to  satisfy  claims 
for  bounty  lands  for  military  services  in  both  wars 
with  Great  Britain. 

DEFICIENT  APPROPRIATIONS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Hunt,  of  New  York,  in  the  chair,) 
on  the  bill  further  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  ap- 
propriations for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending 
the  30th  June,  1848. 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  in  printing  the  bill  one  item 
had  been  left  out.  He  moved  to  insert  it,  to  come 
in  before  the  item  "  for  one  floating  light,"  &c. 

This  clause,  he  said,  had  been  in  the  bill  as  re- 
ported from  the  committee,  but  had,  through  inad- 
vertence, been  omitted  in  the  printed  copy.  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  item  appropriating  ^706  15/or  superintend- 
ent's commission  of  2|  per  cent,  on  $28,246,  having 
been  read — 

Mr.  MULLIN  desired  information  on  the  ne- 
cessity for  this  appropriation. 

Mr.  VINTON  stated  that  the  committee  had 
received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  subject,  which  he  would  send  to  the 
Clerk's  table  to  be  read  for  the  information  of  the 
House.     [The  letter  was  read  accordingly.] 

Mr.  V.  briefly  explained,  stating  that  the  com- 
mission here  to  be  appropriated  was  at  the  rate 
which  the  Government  had  usually  allowed. 
The  item  was  then  agreed  to. 
The  item  appropriating $5,000  for  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  Treasury  Department  having  been 
read — 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  it  out.  Mr.  S.  observed  that  these  "  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  Treasury  Department"  had 
been  incurred,  mainly,  by  the  transmission  of  spe- 
cie funds  belonging  to  the  United  States  from  one 
part  of  the  country  to  another.  Now,  there  was 
on  the  Speaker's  table  a  call  upon  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  report  to  Congress  the  amount 
of  expenditure  which  had  been  incurred  by  the 
adoption  of  the  "  independent  treasury,"  which 
remained  to  be  acted  upon.  The  reply  would  show 
that  the  amount  inserted  in  this  deficiency  bill  as 
"  contingent  expenses  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment" consisted  chieMy  of  cost  of  transportation, 
the  necessity  for  which  had  arisen  exclusively  from 
the  adoption  of  the  sub-treasury  policy  of  the  De- 
mocratic party. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  voted  against  going  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  this  bill,  because  the  House 
was  not  in  possession  of  the  requisite  information, 
though  it  had  been  repeatedly  demanded,  to  enable 
it  to  judge  of  the  necessity  for  these  deficiencies 
which  it  was  called  upon  to  supply.  At  the  last 
session  no  information  could  be  obtained,  because 
as  soon  as  a  resolution  was  introduced  by  Mr.  S.'s 
side  of  the  House  making  a  call  on  the  President, 
or  either  of  the  heads  of  departments,  for  facts  the 
House  ought  to  know,  it  was  instantly  voted  down. 
Those  who  then  constituted  the  majority  in  the 
House  were  willing  to  "go  it  blind,"  and  they 
stifled  all  inquiry  into  public  abuses.  But, although 
those  who  had  then  been  a  powerless  minority  on 
that  floor  were  now  in  the  majority,  or  claimed  to 
be  so,  things  did  not  seem  to  go  much  better  now 
as  to  the  obtaining  of  necessary  and  proper  infor- 
mation than  they  had  done  before.  The  House 
was  continually  hurried  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  and  called  upon  to  vote  supplies  and  to  ap- 
propriate to  meet  deficiencies  in  the  treasury,  while 
resolution  after  resolution  still  lay  on  the  Speaker's 
table,  and  it  seemed  impossible  to  get  theiti  acted 
on.  His  recollection  was  naturally  called,  in  the 
first  place,  to  a  resolution  he  had  himself  offei-ed, 
making  inquiry  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  forma- 
tion of  a  civil  government  in  Santa  Fe  and  New 
Mexico;  the  appointment  there  of  an  attorney  gen- 
eral, of  judges,  and  olhor  officers  of  a  civil  charac- 
ter; by  what  authority  such  a  government  was  set 
up,  and  these  officers  commissioned;  under  what 
law  their  salaries  were  paid,  and  how  the  money 
was  provided.  But  no  reply  had  been  obtained  to 
the  inquii'y.  Had  the  Government  responded,  the 
answer  would  most  probalily  have  shown  that 
much  of  the  deficit  for  which  the  House  was  now 
called  on  to  provide  had  arisen  from  such  unau- 


thorized and  illegal  squandering  of  the  money  of 
the  nation:  how  much  was  justly  attributable  to 
such  a  source  none  in  that  House,  at  least  none  on 
his  side  of  it,  could  tell. 

Then  a  gentleman  from  New  York,  on  his  left,  • 
had  introduced  a  resolution  calling  on  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  for  a  i-eturn  of  the  amount  of 
revenue  received  in  each  collection  district, and  how 
many  persons  were  employed  and  kept  on  Gov- 
ernment pay  to  collect  and  receive  it.  What  did 
that  mean?  The  House  were  trying  to  get  at  the 
real  state  of  facts  upon  the  northern  frontier,  where 
it  was  generally  believed  there  wei-e  collection  dis- 
tricts in  v/hich  the  whole  amount  of  revenue  col- 
lected did  not  half  pay  the  salaries  of  the  Govern- 
ment employes,  who  v/erc  nominally  engaged  in 
collecting  duties,  but  where,  around  every  little 
office  along  the  line,  there  was  gathered  a  group  of 
hungry  office-holders,  ready  and  waiting  like  rav- 
enous cormorants  to  devour  the  little  sums  that 
came  in  as  a  godsend  to  fill  their  bellies  and  put 
some  of  Uncle  Sam's  money  in  their  pockets.  To 
what  extent  this  was  true  the  House  were  not 
possessed  of  the  means  of  knowing;  but  certainly 
it  would  be  well  that  the  House  should  know  befoi-e 
they  voted  a  bill  like  this,  to  make  up  deficiencies 
thus  created. 

Another  i-esolution  had  been  offered  by  a  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  over  the  way,  calling  upon 
the  President  to  tell  the  House  for  what  specific 
objects  the  three  millions  of  dollars  had  been  de- 
manded and  placed  at  his  discretion  at  the  last 
session:  whether  the  money  had  yet  been  disposed 
of,  and  the  instructions  given  by  his  order  touch- 
ing its  application.  But  no  answer  was  vouch- 
safed frotn  the  White  House.  What  had  become 
of  those  nnemorable  three  millions.'  Possibly  the 
Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  might  know;  it 
was  possible  they  were  able  to  tell  the  nation 
whether  this  money  had  been  spent  or  not;  but  as 
to  most  of  the  other  members  of  the  House,  Mr. 
S.  believed  they  remained  profoundly  in  the  dark. 
And  yet  they  were  called  on  to  legislate  and  to 
appropriate  more  money,  while  all  information  as 
to  how  money  already  granted  had  been  employed 
was  refused. 

Another  resolution  had  been  offered  calling  for 
information  as  to  the  appointment  of  secret  inspec- 
tors in  New  Hampshire  during  tlie  last  thi-ee  years, 
and  what  compensation  these  unknown  dignitaries 
received,  and  by  what  law.  Could  the  truth  be 
brought  out,  it  would  probably  appear  that  the 
public  money  had  been  squandered  to  pay  Gov- 
ernment favorites  whose  employment  was  wholly 
unnecessary. 

He  found,  in  the  next  place, a  resolution  proposed 
by  his  colleague,  calling  for  information  more  di- 
rectly connected  with  the  item  of  this  bill  now 
under  discussion,  viz:  as  to  the  amounts  of  money 
transferred  under  the  sub-treasury  system;  what 
rule  had  been  observed  in  allowing  compensation 
for  such  transfers;  and  what  had  thus  far  been  the 
total  expense.  No  answer  had  been  given  to  this 
inquiry,  more  than  to  all  the  rest;  yet  the  House 
were  called  on  to  vote  money  to  pay  for  this  very 
expenditure.  This  laying  out  of  money  for  the 
transportation  of  specie  from  one  end  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  other  was  a  part  of  the  working  of  the 
blessed  sub-treasury  system.  Was  it  too  much  to 
ask  that  before  the  House  voted  the  appropriations 
in  this  bill  they  should  first  demand  to  know  some- 
thing about  how  this  large  deficit  arose  ? 

Then  there  Vv'as  another  call  for  information 
which  had  met  with  no  better  fate;  it  had  been 
offei-ed  by  a  gentleman  from  Florida,  asking  to 
know  what  officers  of  our  army  were  absent  from 
the  field  on  leave.  V/hatdid  a  call  like  this  mean.' 
This,  too,  had  a  direct  connection  with  the  public 
expenditures,  and  therefore  was  germane  to  the 
object  of  this  bill.  Congress  were  called  on  by  the 
Executive  department  for  more  men  and  money 
to  carry  on  tlie  war  in  Mexico,  and  the  President 
wanted  more  commissioned  officers  whom  it  would 
be  for  him  to  appoint.  Now,  was  it  not  fit  that 
th'e  House  should  know  whether  there  were  not 
general  and  other  oflicers  unemployed  ? 

Some  time  ago  when  generals,  one  or  two,  re- 
turned from  the  field  of  glory  in  Mexico,  they 
were  gazed  at  as  a  sort  of  prodigies,  and  feted,  and 
feasted,  and  lauded,  and  toasted,  till  it  seemed  as 
if  we  could  not  do  enough  to  show  our  admiration 
and  gratitude  for  their  achievements;  but  now  offi- 
cers of  all  grades,  from  generals  to  cornorals,  had 
become  so  common  on  our  avenues  and  about  our 
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hotels,  that,  like  other  commodities  in  market 
which  obeyed  the  univcrstil  law  of  demand  and 
supply,  tliey  liad  fallen  wonderfully  in  value  -as 
thin>'.s  10  lie  stared  at;  if  not  far  below  their  par 
value,  at  least  far  below  that  very  high  estimation 
which  had  been  set  upon  them  at  the  beginning 
of  the  session.  .  All  these  oflicers  mii;ht  possibly 
be  reijularly  and  properly  here  on  leave  of  ab- 
sence, duly  granted  and  richly  earned.  He  meant 
to  insinuate  nothing  to  the  contrary.  Yet  it  was 
surely  no  more  than  proper  that  members  of  Con- 
gress should  know  whether  such  was  the  case, 
and,  while  more  officers  were  loudly  called  for, 
that  we  should  be  mformed  whether  those  we  had 
already  were  all  found  just  wheie  they  ought  to 
be. 

But  these  were  not  all  the  resolutions  of  inquiry 
that  remained  still  without  reply.  There  hadoeen 
another  pa.ssed  asking  under  what  law  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  had  levied  a  tariff  of  duties  on 
goods  imported  into  all  the  ports  of  Mexico,  and 
by  what  authority  the  President  undertook  lo 
apply  the  moneys  thus  collected  to  the  support  of 
our  army  in  a  foreign  country?  This  surely  v/as 
an  innocent  inquiry,  but  it  had  been  left  unan- 
swered. Here  was  an  Executive  who,  without  any 
action  of  Congress,  undertook,  of  his  own  mere 
pleasure,  as  an  incident  to  the  war  power,  to  levy 
a  whole  tariff  of  duties  on  goods  imported  into  all 
the  ports  of  Mexico,  and  then  to  spend  the  money 
thus  gathered  in  the  jiay  of  the  army. 

Had  that  House,  though  holding  in  an  especial 
manner  the  keys  of  the  treasury,  and  with  whom 
alone  all  money  bills  must  originate,  any  distinct 
understanding  how  this  money  was  raised,  or  how 
it  was  spent?  Not  at  all:  they  were  told  there  was 
a  deficit  of  means  in  the  treasury,  and  they  were 
called  on  to  make  good  the  sums  required;  but 
none  of  their  inquiries  were  answered,  and  all  the 
light  they  asked  for  was  sedulously  excluded. 

Every  one  remembered  the  very  able  speech 
made  by  his  colleague,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  Vinton,]  in 
which  he  .showed  that  when  the  Administration, 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress  asked  for  a  loan  of 
:^23,000,000,  they  ought,  from  the  facts  then  before 
them,  to  hafe  asked  forone  of '(J40, 000, 000;  and  that 
even  now,  when  they  had  asked  for  $16,000,000 
more,  and  the  House  had  authorized  it,  making 
an  amount  of  aliout  Sii40,000,000,  still  more  and 
more  would  be  wanted  to  get  through  with  the 
present  fiscal  year.  Now,  was  it  too  much  to 
inquire  how  far  the  necessity  for  these  demands 
might  be  obviated  by  the  system  of  finance  which 
the  Executive,  on  his  own  responsibility,  had 
established,  and  was  carrying  on  over  the  con- 
quered country? 

He  might  go  over  their  calendar,  and  comment 
upon  various  propositions  that  had  been  made  to 
the  House  asking  mformation  from  the  Executive, 
or  from  the  Executive  departments,  upon  the  very 
subjects  upon  wliicii  from  day  to  day  they  were 
called  lo  legislate.  He  desired  never  to  see  this 
House  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  until,  by  following  up  the  busi- 
ness on  the  Speaker's  table,  it  had  disposed  of  these 
various  calls,  and  obtained  from  the  Executive  and 
his  various  departments  ail  the  light  upoji  subjects 
on  which  Congress  was  called  to  act,  whicli  the 
Executive  could  afford  if  he  would,  and  would 
have  to  aflford,  if  distinctly  demanded  by  Congress, 
Uijless  he  should  tigain  assert  his  prerogative  and 
declare  that  they  were  required  to  legislate  blindly; 
and  that  it  was  enough  for  them  to'know  what  he 
asks,  without  knowing  what  might  be  the  occasion 
•which  led  to  his  asking  it. 

For  this  reason  he  had  submitted  the  motion  to 
strike  out  this  particular  provision.  Upon  the  in- 
formation called  for  by  the  gentleman   from  New 

York,  (Mr. ,)  they  had  had  a  letter  from 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasur.y  explaining  some  of 
these  deficiencic*,  and  among  others  this  very  item 
which  he  had  moved  to  strike  out,  appropriating 
for  the  Iransfrr  of  money  from  place  to  place  unde'r 
the  sub-treasury  act.  This  conununication  was 
made  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  alone;  and  nrdes.'i  they  drew  it  from 
him  thi.s  House  would  have  no  light  upon  the 
various  important  subjects  on  which  they  were 
called  to  act.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
and  its  chairman  were  ready,  he  dared  say,  at  all 
times  to  give  such  information  as  they  had.  But 
was  that  the  proper  mode  of  legislation?  Would 
it  not  be  belter  that  upon  these  various  topics  the 


House  should  demand  and  receive,  direct  from 
the  Executive  and  his  departments,  full  and  satis- 
factory information  before  they  commenced  voting 
away  the  people's  money  either  for  deficiencies  or 
any  other  demands. 

Take  another  item.     Here  was  a  proposition  to 
give  a  commission   of  two  and  a  half  jier  cent, 
upon  some  twenty-eight  thouaind  dollars,  making 
a  commission  of  over  seven  hundred  dollars  for 
the  payment  of  this  amount  of  appropriations: 
"for  superintendent's  commission  on  $.28,246,  at 
24  per  cent.,  <,706  15."     Who  was  this  "  superin- 
tendent?"    Was  he  some  official,  some  clerk  sent 
down  from  some  one  of  these  departmenls  here, 
■  to  ijerlorm  this  onerous  duty?  By  what  propriety 
of  law  or  custom  was  that  payment  to  be  made? 
He  did  not  understand  that  even  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and   Means  had   the  information  why 
'  they  were  called  U|)on  to  vole  this  appropriation. 
;  But,  however  it  might  be  with  reference  to  this, 
there  v«ere  many  other  items,  and  items  of  import- 
ance, on  which  the  House  was  altogether  destitute 
I  of  that   iiiformation  which   they  had  the  right  to 
:  have  from  the  Executive,  in  order  to  enable  Ihem 
to  act  understandingly  and  with  due  regard  to  the 
I  interests  of  their  constituents  and  the  wants  of  the 

public  service. 
I      He  now  came  back  to  the  motion  he  had  made — 
I  to  strike  out  this  item  appropriating  five  thousand 
dollars  for  the  transfer  of  moneys  from  place  to 
j  place — for  carting  about  gold  and  silver  under  the 
i  sub-treasury  system.     If  he  had  no  other  reason 
'  for  making  the  motion,  it  was  reason  enough  that 
there  remained  on  the  Speaker's  table  a  resolution 
asking  the  Executive  to  state  to  this  House  what 
had  been  the  expenses  incident  to  th«  operation  of 
this  system,  from   what  places  money  had   been 
removed,  and  what  rule  had  been  adopted  in  re- 
gard to  paying  agents  for  this  service.   He  wanted 
light  on  the  subject  before  he  was  called  upon  to 
act. 

Mr.  MULLIN  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  to  strike  out  also  the  section  appro- 
priating for  superintendent's  commission  of  2-7  per 
cent,  on  ^^28,246,  $706  15. 

He  briefly. explained  the  grounds  on  which  he 
made  the  motion.  He  was  understood  to  say  that 
this  compensation  was  proposed  simply  for  paying 
out  this  money,  and  that  the  officers  who  were  to 
discharge  the  duty  were  now  receiving  regular  sal- 
aries. He  objected  to  providing  for  extra  pay  to 
them,  and  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause. 

Mr.  McEvAY,  in  reference  to  Mr.  Mullin's  mo- 
tion, and  to  his  remarks  and  the  remarks-of  Mr. 
ScHENCK  on  the  subject,  said,  if  the  gentleman 
would  take  the  trouble  to  look  into  former  appro- 
priation bills,  they  would  find  that  this  was  not  a 
new  item.  It  was  an  old  item,  an  item  sanctioned 
for  a  long  time. '  What  was  meant  by  "superin- 
tendents" was  the  collectors  of  your  customs,  who 
were  scattered  all  along  your  seaboards  and  lake 
shores,  and  who,  as  superintendents  of  liffh  t-houses, 
were  to  disburse  the  appropriations  made  for  them, 
and  to  have  a  general  supervision  over  them. 
j  Two  years  ajro  a.  proviso  had  been  made  to  an 
;  appropriation  bill,  and  was  now  the  law  of  the 
i  land,  that  no  collector  whose  comf)ensation  was 
two  thousand  dollars  should  receive  any  of  these 
commissions.  And  there  was  another  law  that  no 
public  officer  who  was  required  to  perform  extra 
duty — duty  not  connected  with  the  office  he  held — 
should  receive  for  such  extra  service,  more  than 
fom-  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  The  payment 
of  these  commissions  was  a  matter  of  eco)iomy; 
for  if  they  did  not  require  these  collectors  to  per- 
form this  duty,  which  was  in  nowise  connected 
with  their  office,  and  ("or  wliich  they  were  allowed 
the  small  compensation  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent., 
the  consequor.ee  would  be,  that  we  should  have  to 
support  officers  at  an  expense  of  three,  four,  or 
five  times  this  amount  for  this  purpose.  The  col- 
lectors at  New  York,  Boston,  Portland,  Philadel- 
phia, New  Orleans,  and  in  all  our  other  collection 
districts,  were  to  discharge  this  duty  of  superin- 
tendence; and  where,  as  in  the  case  of  several  of 
those  he  had  mentioned,  they  received  salaries  of 
two  thousand  dollars  or  over,  tJiey  received  no 
extra  compensation  for  this  extra  service;  but  there 
were  many  small  ports  where  our  collectors  did 
not  receive  more  than  four,  five,  or  si.'c  hundred 
dollars  a  year,  and  where  they  were  required  to 
perform  this  extraordinary  duty,  not  at  all  pcrtain- 
nig  to  their  proper  business,  they  were  allowed 
this  small  compensation  of  two  and  a  half  percent., 


instead  of  employing  other  officers  especially  for 
this  purpose.  Gentlemen  might  strike  out  the 
appropriation,  if  they  pleased;  and  then  it  would 
devolve  upon  them  to  provide  some  other  way  in 
which  these  duties  might  be  discharged.  For  him- 
self, he  thought  it  was  economy  to  retain  the  pres- 
ent system.  He  admitted  he  did  not  like  this 
practice  of  ofiicers  receiving  extra  compensation. 
He  had  had  some  little  agency  in  having  put  a  stop 
to  it  to  some  extent.  We  had  now  a  law  on  our 
statue  book  saving  thousands  of  dollars  by  cutting 
ofl'this  practice.  But  here  was  a  case  where,  on 
the  score  of  economy,  it  was  best,  and  which  seem- 
ed ilie  best  mode  of  i)erformiRg  the  duty. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said,  he  voted  with  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Schentck]  against  going 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  for  the  same  reason  that  the  honorable 
gentleman  said  he  did;  that  was  to  say,  because 
he  preferred  the  regular  order  of  business,  instead 
of  going  on  this  day  into  anything  that  was  out  of 
the  regular  order.  So  far  he  agreed  with  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Ohio,  but  to  his  argument 
he  altogether  demurred. 

As  respected,  in  the  first  place,  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  independent  treasury.  The  indepen(i- 
ent  treasury  system  was  not  now  before  them.  It 
had  passed  into  a  law;  and  refusing  to  vote  appro- 
]iriations  under  it  was  precisely  the  same  as  re- 
fusing to  vote  ay)propriations  for  carrying  on  any 
of  the  other  operations  of  the  Government.  Would 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio  object  to  ap- 
propriations for  the  payment  of  custom-house  offi- 
cers? Certainly  not;  though  the  gentleman  and 
himself  (Mr.  1.)  voted  together  against  the  tariff 
act  of  1846.  It  was  an  appropriation,  in  principle, 
for  carrying  on  the  operations  of  this  Governnumt, 
and  to  refuse  to  vote  it,  was  to  withhold  supplies 
in  the  worst  possible  shape  in  which  it  could  be 
done. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  (Mr.  I.  yielding  for  explana- 
tion) sa'd  he  had  not  taken*  the  ground  that  he 
would  vote  against  any  appropriation  for  carrying 
outany  laws  of  the  land  including  this  sub-treasury 
enactment,  because  he  was  opposed  to  the  scheme 
itself.  It  would  be  observed,  that  the  appropriation 
to  which  he  objected  was  an  appropriation  of  sev- 
eral thousands  of  dollars  for  paying  for  the  transfer 
of  funds  from  oneplace  to  another. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  No;  the  clause  specifies  that 
the  appropriation  is  for  "  expenses  under  the  act 
for  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  revenue,"  which  are  the 
very  words  of  the  title  of  what  is  known  as  the 
independent  treasury  act. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  We  were  adviscd,-among  the 
other  merits  of  the  sub-treasury  scheme,  that  it  was 
to  be  a  particularly  cheap  jilan  of  collecting,  safe- 
keeping, and  disbursing  the  public  revenue;  but 
we  have  hints  now,  from  soifrces  other  than  offi- 
cial, that  in  practice  it  does  not  prove  a  particularly 
cheap  |->lan,  but  that  the  njipropriations  which  are 
lequired  under  it  for  carting  monej'^  from  place  to 
place  were  not  contemplated  by  the  act,  and,  there- 
fore, before  Congress  was  called  upon  to  appro- 
priate money  for  an  item  like  this,  he  thought  it 
would  be  well  to  have  information  from  the  Execu- 
tive to  explain  why  such  an  appropriation  was  ne- 
cessary; and,  above  all,  whether  under  the  sub-treas- 
ury, or  under  what  act,  he  called  upon  Congress 
to  authorize  such  expenditures. 

•  His  appeal  to  this  House  was  not  to  vote  down 
this  supply  bill,  l>ut  to  take  up  the  regular  order  of 
business  on  the  Speaker's  table,  and  pass  these 
resolutions  of  inquiry  upon  various  subjects,  and 
especially  such  as  would  throw  light  upon  supply 
bills,  so  that,  when  they  came  to  legislate,  they 
would  have  the  facts  and  information  before  them 
which  were  necessary  in  order  to  legislate  under- 
standingly; and  his  object  was  also  to  show  that 
the  ni.'ijority  now  here  was 

Mr.  C.  .T.  INGERSOLL  (interrupting  and  re- 
suming his  remarks)  said  he  meant  to  notice  that. 
It  was  i)art  of  his  object  to  notice  the  animadver- 
sions of  the  gentleman  under  which  he  and  those 
who  were  in  a  majprity  on  this  floor  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress  rested,  viz:  that  they  had  re- 
fused to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  and  his  friends, 
information  when  they  sought  to  obtain  it  from  the 
Executive.  But  he  submitted  to  the  gentleman, 
and  the  common  sense  of  every  member  of  this 
House,  whether  his  motion  was  not  altogether 
misconceived  and  irregular?  Why  not  move  that 
the  committee  rise,  and  not  move  to  strike  out  an 
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indispensable  item,  which  was  to  slop  the  wheels 
of  Government  as  far  as  they  could  be  stopped  by 
Bucli  a  motion  ? 

He  was  not  here  for  the  purpose  of  eulogizing 
the  independent  treasury,  which  the  gentleman 
had  so  frequently  been  pleased  to  term  the  sub- 
treasury.  li\  his  opinion,  it  was  one  of  the  best 
and  most  important  arts  ever  passed  by  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  Slates;  and,  so  far  as  his  por- 
tion of  the  country  was  concerned — if  lie  was  not 
greatly  mistaken — it  had  redeemed  and  established 
its  character,  not  only  with  his  party,  but  with 
all  iutelfigent  business  men  of  Philadelphia,  for  a 
salutary  influence  apon  the  fiscal  operations  of  the 
country. 

But  he  desired  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  tell  him,  if  he  could,  of  any  instance  in 
which  he,  (Mr.  I.,)  and  the  party  with  which  he 
was  connected — a  majority  in  the  last  Congress, 
but  now  reduced  to  a  minority — had  thrown  an 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  those  who  were  now  the 
majority  interrogating  the  Executive  in  all  its 
branches?  He  had  never  voted  against  such  a 
resolution  in  his  life,  for  this  simple  reason,  that 
he  believed,  in  nineteen  cases  out  of  twenty,  it  was 
,to  give  to  the  Executive  the  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining something  which  appeared  wrong;  of 
vindicating  himself  to  the  country  by  stating  the 
facts.  And,  if  he  mistook  not,  that  was  the  course 
of  the  party  with  which  he  was  associated  in  the 
last  Congress;  and  he  did  not  think  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  could  point  to  any  remarkable  case  in 
which  tliere  was  a  refusal  on  their  part  to  interro- 
gate the  President  to  the  full  length  desired  by  the 
Opposition. 

He  further  remembered  suggesting  repeatedly 
during  that  Congress,  that  under  the  law  of  1789, 
to  which  the  independent  treasury  was  but  a  sup- 
plement, which  authorized  the  House  to  call  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this  bar  and  require 
him  in  person  to  give  explanations,  he  repeatedly 
proposed — not  on  this  floor,  but  in  conversation 
with  various  gentlemen — that  that  provision  should 
be  enforced,  and,  if  need  be,  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  should  be  called  upon  to  appear  be- 
fore them.  He  particularly  recollected  making 
that  suggestion  to  a  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  not 
now  a  member  of  Congress,  who  was  then  a  very 
forward  and  a  very  important  opponent  of  the 
present  Administration,  (Mr.  Garrett  Davis.)  He 
should  like  to  know  of  an  instance  in  which  this 
information  was  withheld.  He  knew  of  no  such 
instance;  and  when  the  charge  was  made  he  denied 
it.  He  thought  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was 
altogether  mistaken;  he  thought  the  gentleman  had 
the  same  opportunity  then  that  he  certainly  takes 
now  occasionally,  of  addressing  the  House  and  of 
bringing  resolutions  to  its  notice,  and  he  certainly 
was  never  overruled  in  any  of  his  attempts  to  elicit 
information. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  interposed,  and  inquired  if  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  said  he 
(Mr.  S.)  was  mistaken  when  lie  stated  that  propo- 
sitions of  inquiry  of  the  Executive  departments 
were  many  times  voted  down  during  the  last  Con- 
gress .' 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Why,  does  not  the  gentle- 
man remember  we  wanted  to  know  something 
about  Santa  Anna's  pass  7  A  resolution  relating  to 
the  operations  under  the  sub-treasury,  similar  to 
the  very  one  to  which  we  have  been  referring,  was 
also  voted  down.  He  could  give  the  gentleman  a 
long  string  of  resolutions  that  were  voted  down,  or 
not  entertained  at  all,  when  the  party  with  whom 
he  acted  wanted  to  make  any  call  upon  the  other 
end  of  the  avenue. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  As  to  Santa  Anna's  pass, 
I  confess  I  am  obliged  to  pass  that,  for  I  do  not 
recollect  it. 

As  to  the  "three  millions" — with  which,  from 
the  position  which  he  then  occupied  upon  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  AfTuirs,  but  from  which  he  was 
now  relieved,  he  had  had  a  great  deal  to  do — if  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  would  take  the  trouble  to 
look  into  the  act  of  Congress,  as  it  was  proposed 
and  enacted,  and  now  stood  on  our  statute-book, 
he  would  see  that  the  President  was  not  at  liberty 
to  spend  one  single  dollar  under  any  circumstances 
that  had  hitherto  taken  place  The  act  of  Congress 
was  plain — explicit.  The  President  had  not  spent 
it,  because  he  could  not  spend  it;  and  any  inquiry, 
anv  suspicion,  was  answered  by  the  act  itself. 

Now,  as  to  the  notice  which  the  honorable  gen- 


tleman from  Ohio  had  taken  of  certain  military 
gentlemen,  whose  presence  in  this  metropolis  had 
given  him  some  umbrage,  he  was  sure  that  the 
gentleman  could  not  fail  to  see  that  it  was  a  little 
unfair  to  attack  these  honorable  members  of  an- 
other profession  when  they  had  not  an  opportunity 
of  answering  anything  that  was  said.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  thS  gentleman  had  said  anything 
to  their  disparagement;  but  a  word  had  fallen  from 
him  that  had  astonished  him,  (Mr.  L,)  viz:  that 
military  stock  was  falling.  Why,  was  it  falling 
in  Kentucky  and  Virginia  too?  If  he  was  not  mis- 
taken, the  conventions  of  those  States  had  declared 
in  favor  of  a  military  gentleman,  who,  according 
to  the  movements  and  notions  of  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side,  was  to  be  the  successor  of  the  peaceable 
gentleman  now  in  the  Presidential  chair. 

[In  reply  to  something  said  by  some  gentleman 
in  his  seat,  in  relation  to  the  nomination  of  General 
Taylor  in  Virginia — ] 

Mr.  I.  said,  he  did  not  know  who  nominated 
him  ;  but  he  had  been  nominated  in  two  of  the 
most  important  Slates  of  this  Union.  He  could 
not,  therefore,  perceive  that  military  stock  was  fall- 
ing; but,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  rising  very  high — 
far  above  par — not  only  in  Mexico,  but  here,  there, 
and  everywhere,  as  far  as  he  could  understand. 
He  did  not  know  how  it  might  be  in  the  great 
State  of  the  chairman,  [Mr.  Hunt,  of  New  York;] 
but,  excepting  that,  it  was  only  when  we  got  into 
the  confederacy  of  "steady  habits,"  as  he  was  in- 
formed, that  this  military  stock  was  not  very  high 
indeed.  It  seemed  to  him,  therefore,  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  was  mislaken  in  this  respect,  as 
he  was  sure  he  was  mistaken  in  all  other  respects. 
He  had  merely  risen,  therefore,  for  the  purpose 
of  entering  his  protest  against  all  the  gentleman's 
arguments. 

Mr.  SAWYER  said  he  had  taken  the  floor  for 
a  few  moments  to  congratulate  the  House  and  the 
country  upon  the  seeming  change  that  had  taken 
place  on  this  floor.  His  colleague  [Mr.  Schenck] 
had  this  morning  read  a  pretty  severe  lecture  to 
his  other  colleague  [Mr.  Vinton]  for  nof  progress- 
ing in  his  work  in  the  right  way,  and  he  had  passed 
some  pretty  severe  rebukes  on  his  own  party  for 
the  course  they  had  taken.  The  gentleman  had 
taken  up  the  calendar  and  read  divers  resolutions 
lying  on  the  Speaker's  table,  and  complained  be- 
cause they  were  not  taken  up  and  acted  on.  In 
the  first  place,  he  told  them,  that  when  the  party 
with  whom  he  (Mr.  Sawyer)  acted  were  in  a  large 
majority  on  this  floor,  they  prevented  any  action 
on  that  side  of  the  Flouse.  But,  now,  why  did  he 
come  here  and  repeat  his  complaint?  The  gentle- 
man's own  party  were  now  in  the  majority,  and 
yet  he  complained  that  the  business  on  the  Speak- 
er's table  was  not  disposed  of;  that,  in  passing 
this  bill  now,  they  were  taking  a  leap  in  the  dark; 
that  they  had  not  enlightened  themselves  on  the 
subjects  on  which  they  were  called  to  act.  Sir, 
(said  Mr.  S.,)  you  have  a  majority  in  this  House, 
and  how  are  you  using  it?  Day  after  day,  after 
you  have  been  in  session  a  short  time,  speaking 
on  subjects  foreign  to  the  measures  before  you, 
you  move  an  adjournment;  the  motion  comes  from 
your  side  of  the  House;  you  adjourn  over  from 
Friday  to  Monday,  week  after  week;  and  you  use 
the  whole  of  the  time  of  the  House  in  debating 
questions  about  the  war,  or  other  questions  which 
have  no  connection  with  the  subjects  before  you. 
You  offer  resolutions  looking  forward  to  putting 
down  the  President  of  the  Democratic  party  and 
elevating  another  certain  individual  to  that  same 
high  place.  All  these  resolutions  are  treated  in 
the  same  way.  What  do  you  do  with  them  ? 
You  suffer  them  to  lie  on  your  table  two  or  three 
months.  The  very  first  resolution  my  colleague 
[Mr.  Schenck]  spoke  of  was  his  own  resolution; 
and  he  has  never  raised  his  voice  on  this  floor  to 
attempt  to  take  it  up  from  the  table.  All  these 
resolutions  are  of  the  same  class;  and  now  you 
come  here  and  complain  that  they  are  not  passed, 
and  make  that  an  excuse  for  voting  against  appro- 
priations which  are  indispensable  to  carry  on  the 
Government  in  time  of  war.  He  called  upon  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  and  their 
constituents,  and  the  country,  to  note  the  fact,  that 
they  had  the  majority,  and  conducted  the  business 
of  the  House  in  this  way;  and,  when  they  were 
called  upon  to  vote  supplies  for  carrying  on  the 
Government,  they  got  up  and  interposed  these 
complaints  as  a  harrier.  Upon  their  heads  rested 
all  the  responsibility.     If  they  were  desirous  of 


advancing  and  despatching  the  affairs  of  the  gene- 
I  ral  legislature,  he  asked  them  to  go  forward.     His 
I  (Mr.   S.'s)    party    were    not   responsible    for  the 
delays  that  had  been  incurred.     When  the  Presi- 
dent's message  and  the  loan  bill  were  under  con- 
sideration  in   their  order,  day  after  day  motions 
were  made  on  his  side  of  the  House  to  take  them 
out  of  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  termmate  de- 
j  bate.     Immediately  up  jumped  a  member  on  the 
I  other  side  of  the   House   and   moved  to  lay   the 
!  resolution   on   the   table;  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called;  and,  by  drawing  tightly  the  cords  of  party, 
they  laid  it  on    the  table.     That  was  the  way  in 
\  which  the  majority  of  the  House  did  the  business 
!  of  the  country.  • 

I      His  colleague  also  complained  about  the  officers 
i  being  about  here.     There  was  another  gallant  offi- 
j  cer  who  was  glorifying  through  the  country,  and 
probably  making  some  political  capital,  that  they 
heard  no  complaint  of  from  that  quarter. 
I      What  was  the  character  of  these  men  of  whom 
I  they  heard   this  complaint?     They  were  men  who 
I  had  been  literally  shot  to  pieces,  who  were  unable 
to  stay  in  the  army  and  any  longer  do  their  country 
service   there;  and    the  gentleman,  his  colleague, 
and   others  saw  fit  to  get  up  in  this  Hall  and  de- 
nounce them  as  altogether  out  of  the  line  of  their 
duty. 

He  had  risen  to  congratulate  the  House  on  the 
great  change  which  was  about  to  take  place.  Th6y 
had  been  now  three  months  in  session,  and  the 
most  they  had  done  was  to  grant  registers  to  three 
or  four  vessels  and  pass  a  few  private  bills.  Not 
one  bill  had  yet  been  passed,  or  one  efficient  step 
taken  towards  (with  one  single  exception)  for- 
warding the  public  interests,  and  preparing  to  re- 
turn home  to  their  constituents.  It  appeared  to 
him  that  his  colleague,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Vinton]  would 
not  thank  his  other  colleague  for  the  charge  he  had 
made,  that  he  [Mr.  V.]  had  got  all  the  information 
and  refused  to  communicate  it  to  the  House.  That 
was  a  quarrel  with  which  Mr.  S.  had  nothing  to 
j  do;  he  had  desired  simply  to  call  attention  to  it, 
and  to  the  mode  in  which  the  majority  of  the  House 
were  consuming  the  time  without  accomplishing 
anything. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  had  entertained  no  ex- 
pectation of  addressing  the  committee  until  within 
a  few  minutes.  Nor  did  he  now  intend  to  detain 
them  long.  He  was  disposed  to  take  issue  with 
gentlemen  who  said  that  the  Whigs  had  a  majority 
in  this  body.  He  intended  to  say  that  it  was  a 
doubtful  question  which  party  had  a  majority,  or 
v.hether  either  had.  If  we  were  to  take  the  issue  of 
1844,  it  was  quite  certain  that  the  Whigs  have  not 
a  majority.  That  party  was  then  unanimously  op- 
po.sed  to  this  war.  It  is  now  certain  that  a  large 
majority  of  this  House  are  in  favor  of  sustaining 
it.  The  Whig  party  were  then  opposed  to  the 
extension  of  slavery.  The  vote  of  this  morning 
shows  a  majority  of  thirteen  in  favor  of  extending" 
the  curse  of  human  bondage  and  degradation  upon 
soil  now  free.  He  repeated,  that  if  we  adopted 
the  great  issue  of  1844,  the  majority  was  opposed 
to  the  Whigs. 

The  issues  then  adopted  v/ere  of  transcendent 
importance.  Mr.  Upshur,  as  Secretary  of  State, 
on  the  8th  August,  1843,  put  forth  the  novel,  and, 
at  that  time,  unheard  of  doctrine,  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Federal  Government  to  uphold  and 
extend  the  institution  of  domestic  slavery-  The 
declaration  was  taken  up  and  repeated  by  the  party 
in  this  Hall  and  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  in 
Southern  jirimary  conventions,  by  State  Legisla- 
tures, in  the  public  press,  and  by  stump  orators. 
The  annexation  of  Texas,  to  secure  slavery  in  that 
Government  and  sustain  it  in  this,  was  the  avowed 
policy  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  issue  thus 
tendered  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Clay,  who,  in  his 
speech  at  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  laid  down  a 
synopsis  of  Whig  doctrine,  in  which  he  declared 
that  "  the  support,  by  the  several  States,  of  their 
own  peculiar  institutions,  constituted  the  ninth  arti- 
cle of  the  Whig  faith." 

In  1839,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  Mr. 
C.  had  declared  that  "Congress  possessed  no  power 
whatever  over  the  institution  of  slavery,  except  as 
it  relates  to  representation, taxation, and  the  power 
to  restore  fugitive  slaves."  "All  other  powers 
(said  he)  belong  to  the  States."  The  issue  ten- 
dered by  the  Democratic  party  was  adopted  by 
him,  and  by  the  parly  to  which  he  belonged.  We 
denied  (said  he)  the  power  of  Congress  to  prosii- 
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tute  its  functions  to  the  upholding  of  a  systenn  of 
human  de<;rftdaiion.  This  was  the  distinct  ptisi- 
tion  of  our  party  at  that  time.  On  tliis  broad  basis 
of  tlie  Constitution  we  took  our  stand,  and  met  tlie 
assaults  then  made  upon  us.  It  was  the  great 
issue  which,  like  Aaron's  rod,  swallowed  U[>  all 
others.  It  is  now  (said  Mr.  G.)  the  transcendent 
and  absorbing  question  which  occupies  the  intellect 
of  the  nation  Who  (said  he)  now  speaks  of  the 
benefits  or  evils  of  a  protective  tarill"?  Who  in  this 
Hall  portrays  its  advantages  among  the  free  lat)or- 
ers  of  the  North .'  Or  who  ex])lains  its  evils  to  the 
slave  labor  of  the  South  ?  Who  now  occupies  time 
upon  the  subject  of  harbor  improvements  and  of 
river  navigation  ?  Why,  (said  he,)  these  matters  are 
almost  forgotten.  No  one  now  takes  the  trouble 
to  mention  a  United  States  Bank,  or  to  insist  upon 
a  division  of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands. 
These  subject  are  not  thought  of.  The  members 
here  are  divided  into  the  propagandists  of  slavery, 
and  the  advocates  of  freedom.  The  old  party 
lines  are  becoming  indistinct  and  uncertain.  A 
portion  of  those  who  have  heretofore  acted  with 
us  now  incline  to  the  cause  of  extending  slavery, 
and  some  who  have  acted  against  us  now  go  for 
limiting  that  institution.  New  political  associa- 
tions are  forming,  and  have  been  for  years;  and 
the  trammels  of  party  are  often  broken,  and  their 
influence  disregarded. 

The  war  (said  Air.  G.)  in  which  we  are  engaged 
is  but  a  consequence  of  the  policy  of  extending  sla- 
very. It  was  clearly  foretold  by  those  who  exam- 
ined the  subject  iii  the  light  of  reason.  It  was  for 
years  proclaimed  in  this  Hall,  and  in  the  otherend 
of  the  Capitol — in  our  State  Legislatures — through 
the  public  press,  and  by  our  slumporators  through- 
out the  nation.  The  vast  expenditure  of  blood 
and  treasure  in  this  war,  its  crimes  of  deep  and 
damning  dye,  were  foielold  with  as  much  accuracy 
as  the  |ien  of  the  historian  will  hereafter  record 
them.  Here,  in  this  Hall,  at  each  session  since 
1843,  the  circumstances  with  which  we  are  now 
surrounded  have  been  often  described.  As  he 
had  remarked,  our  position  in  1844  was  that  of 
unmistakable  opposition  to  this  war.  They  had 
not  ceased  to  condemn  it,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Presidential  campaign  of  that  year 
down  to  the  11th  May,  1846— that  ill-fated  day, 
when  a  large  portion  of  his  friends  apparently 
changed  their  policy  and  voted  for  it.  He  meant 
tio  disrespect  to  Ills  friends  and  colleagues  who 
voted  for  that  bill;  but  they  would  permit  him  to 
say,  that  he  then  regarded  it  as,  in  a  great  degree, 
a  surrender  of  their  position.  It  detracted  from 
their  moral  power.  They  yielded  up  a  portion  of 
their  strength;  they  went  over  to  the  measures  of 
their  opponents.  When  they  subsequently  lent 
their  votes  to  contimie  the  work  of  devastation  and 
death  wiiich  the  President  had  commenced,  they 
stood  before  the  world  tacitly  admitting,  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  that  he  was  right  in  commencing  the 
war,  and  that  they  were  wrong  in  opposing  it. 
They  went  in  with  their  opponents  in  support  of 
their  measures,  and  so  far  acted  with  them,  and 
became  a  part  of  them. 

He  concurred  in  what  had  been  so  well  said  by 
his  colleague,  [Mr.  Schenck,]  that  the  Whig  party 
were  following  in  the  footsteps  of  the  Democrats 
of  the  last  Congress.  The  policy  which  Demo- 
crats then  adopted  the  Whigs  are  new  carrying 
out.  If  they  declared  thi.s  to  be  Whig  policy,  he 
asked  the  dilTercnce  between  the  policy  of  the 
Democrats  and  the  policy  of  the  Whigs?  "A 
rose  would  smell  as  sweet  by  any  other  name." 
The  ijill  before  them,  appropiiatiiig  some  twelve 
milliotis,  was  merely  to  supply  the  money  to  carry 
on  the  war  which  they  have  so  loudly  condemned 
in  1844  and  1845,  and  which  they  still  denounce. 

He  said,  tlie  lines  which  sefiarated  the  two  par- 
lie.s  had  become  obscure  and  uncertain.  It  was 
difticultto  tell  who  were  Whi;:s  and  who  were  Dem- 
ocrats. He  cast  no  impuialions  upon  his  friends 
on  this  .side  of  the  House;  far  from  it.  He  believed 
them  sinrorc  and  patriotic.  P,ut  thoy  would  per- 
mit him  to  say,  that  he  never  hnd,  and  never  should, 
vote  for  a  dollar  or  a  man  to  carry  on  a  war  which 
he  had  so  long  denounced  as  wicked  and  barl)ar- 
OU8.  lie  must  bo  permitted  to  remain  where  he 
stood  in  1844 — unmisUikably  opposed  to  this  war, 
in  all  its  phases,  in  its  generals,  and  in  its  details. 
He  believed  he  was  a  Whig  in  1844;  he  had  not 
changed.  He  adhered  to  the  Hame  principles  now 
as  he  did  then;  and,  as  he  was  not  in  favor  of 
changing  positions,  he  thought  it  likely  he  would 


remain  attached  to  the  same  doctrines.  If  other 
gentlemen  feel  that  it  is  right  to  yield  tlieir  doctrines, 
he  should  not  complain;  but  for  himself,  he  desired 
permission  to  adhere  to  his  doctrines  until  satisfied 
that  they  were  erroneous. 

He  had  foreseen  the  present  state  of  things  in  this 
Hall,  prior  to  the  election  (^f  Speaker.  His  col- 
leagues would  bear  witness  that  he  had  pointed  out 
to  them  the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which  we 
are  now  placed.  He  had  told  them,  that  if  elected 
Speaker,  the  honorable  gentleman  who  now  fills 
that  office  would  so  constitute  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  as  to  secure  reports  in  favor  of 
appropriating  means  to  continue  this  work  of  mur- 
der and  rapine  in  Mexico.  He  meant  no  disrespect 
to  the  honorable  Speaker,  nor  to  the  members  of 
the  committee.  They  were  as  patriotic  as  himself. 
But  with  his  views  of  duty,  he  could  vote  for  no 
man  who  he  believed  would  exert  his  influence  to 
increase  our  national  guilt,  by  continuing  this  war. 
He  had  denounced  the  President  for  bringing  the 
war  upon  us;  and  he  could  see  no  way  in  which 
the  work  of  cutting  Mexican  throats  had  become 
sanctified  in  the  sight  of  Heaven. 

We  are  informed  (said  Mr.  G.)  in  holy  writ,  that 
Pilate,  a  Pagan  governor,  when  he  saw  the  people 
about  to  shed  innocent  blood,  took  water  and  wash- 
ed his  hands,  declaring  himself  exempt  from  the 
crime  which  they  were  about  to  commit.  And 
shall  I,  (said  he,)  a  professing  Christian,  hesitate 
to  wash  my  hands  of  this  transcendent  crime?  No 
sir,  never.  In  saying  this,  he  spoke  his  own  views. 
He  regarded  every  life  sacrificed  in  this  war  a  mur- 
der, accompanied  with  all  of  the  moral  guilt  attach- 
ed to  that  crime.  This  guilt  must  rest  upon  all 
who  contributed  to  promote  the  work  of  human 
butchery.  He  wished  the  House  and  the  country 
to  understand,  that  no  considerationsshould  induce 
him  to  participate  in  such  Heaven-provoking  in- 
iquity. He  called  this  House  and  the  country  to 
witness,  that,  as  in  1844,  he  was  opposed  to  the 
war,  he  was  equally  opposed  to  it  at  the  election 
ofSpealcer.  Principles  never  change.  He  might 
waver  in  his  moral  or  his  political  conduct;  his 
political  friends  may  alter  their  position,  but  the 
principles  of  right  and  wrong  are  immutable  and 
eternal. 

Again:  He  said,  that  in  1844,  when  the  oppo- 
site party  had  urged  the  duty  of  this  Government's 
assuming  jurisdiction  over  the  institution  of  sla- 
very, Mr.  Clay  declared  that  "  Congress  possessed 
'  no  power  whatever  over  the  subject  of  slavery; 
'  that  the  existence,  maintenance ,  and  continuance  of 
'  that  institution  depended  exclusively  upon  the 
'  power  and  authority  of  the  States  in  which  it  was 
'  situated."  Before  Heaven,  he  believed  this  doc- 
trine correct  in  1844;  he  now  believed  it  correct. 
But  look  at  your  Committees  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  and  on  the  Judiciary.  They  are  the 
organs  of  the  Whig  party  in  this  House;  yet  they 
silently  entomb  the  voice  of  Northern  philanthropy 
as  it  is  sent  to  them  in  the  form  of  petitions  pray- 
ing the  repeal  of  those  acts  of  Congress  which 
sustain  the  slave  trade  in  this  District.  That  traffic 
which  has  so  lonir  disgraced  the  nation  is  thus  up- 
held and  protected  by  a  Whig  committee  of  this 
body.  They  will  not  report  upon  the  petitions 
committed  to  them.  No  influence  can  extort  from 
them  a  word  in  favor  or  against  a  practice  at  the 
mention  of  which  humanity  shudders.  Of  this 
Heaven-defying  outrage  upon  a  portion  of  our 
race,  he  was  exempt.  He  had  foretold  this  state 
of  things  prior  to  the  election  of  Speaker.  He 
then  refused  his  vote  to  an  honorable  member  who 
he  was  conscious  would  so  constitute  those  com- 
mittees as  to  sustain  this  commerce  in  human 
flesh.  He  repeated  that  he  meant  no  disrespect 
to  the  gentleman  who  filled  the  Speaker's  chair. 
He  doubted  not  that  his  motives  were  pure;  but 
he  was  conscious  that  his  policy  was  such  that  he 
(Mr.  G.)  could  not  unite  in,  and  he  had  therefore 
voted  against  him.  He  declared  that  this  support 
of  the  slave  trade  by  Congress  was  opposed  to  the 
doctrines  maintained  by  the  Whigs  m  1844.  He 
had  not  changed  his  views  on  that  subject.  He 
now  remained  upon  ihe  Whig  platform  of  that 
day.  But  he  found  Whigs  occupying  the  same 
groimd  on  this  subject  with  the  Democrats.  So 
far  as  a  disinterested  observer  would  discover, 
there  was  on  this  question  almost  a  total  oblitera- 
tion of  the  lines  which  separate  the  tvv'o  parlies. 
A  portion  of  the  Whigs  and  a  portion  of  the  Dem- 
ocrats desire  to  see  the  Government  separated  from 
the  support  of  crimes  daily  committed  in  this  city, 


the  perpetration  of  which  upon  the  shores  of  Africa 
we  punish  with  death.  He  declared  that  he  felt 
conscious  that  on  these  subjects  of  supporting  the 
war  and  the  slave  trade  tlie  Whig  party  in  this 
House  was  placed  in  a  false  position.  The  masses 
ofhis  party,  he  thought,  wereopposed  to  both  these 
measures.  He  believed  that  a  large  majority  of 
the  Whigs  of  this  body  were  opposed  to  them. 
He  had  to  the  best  ofhis  abilities  labored  to  pre- 
vent this  state  of  the  party,  and  it  was  due  to  him- 
self and  to  those  he  represented  that  he  should 
thus  publicly  define  his  position.  That  position, 
he  repeated,  was  the  position  of  the  Whig  party  of 
his  district,  of  his  State,  at  this  time,  and  in  1844. 

Another  important  point  had  not  escaped  the 
notice  of  the  public.  While  the  Whigs,  as  a 
party,  have  manifested  the  most  determined  hos- 
tility to  the  war,  denouncing  it  as  wicked,  unjust, 
and  barbarous,  as  an  accumulation  of  crime  beyond 
conception,  they  had  been  called  on  here  to  express 
their  profound  gratitude  to  those  who  have  volun- 
tarily engaged  in  this  work  of  slaughtering  our 
race.  He  was  aware  of  the  fine-drawn  casuistry 
which  teaches  us  to  denounce  the  crime,  while  we  . 
praise  those  who  commit  it;  to  execrate  the  slaugh- 
ter of  women  and  children  at  Monterey  and  at 
Vera  Cruz,  while  here,  in  this  Hall,  we  tender  a 
nation's  gratitude  to  those  who  voluntarily  guided 
and  directed  the  butchery.  He  had  been  unable 
to  discover  the  force  of  such  reasoning;  probably 
he  ha:d  not  appreciated  the  argument;  certainly  he 
could  not  agree  to  the  doctrine.  One  of  the  offi- 
cers to  whom  the  thanks  of  Congress  were  thus 
tendered,  was  his  personal  and  political  friend. 
One  who  had  done  much  to  save  the  nation  from 
the  horrors  of  war,  in  1839,  when  hostilities  had 
hovered  over  our  northeastern  frontier.  That  was 
an  elevated  and  noble  example  of  philanthropy 
and  patriotism;  one  for  which  he  would  gladly 
have  united  in  a  vote  of  thanks.  But  when  those 
high  officers  went  to  Mexico  to  engage  in  devast- 
ating that  country,  in  cannonading  their  cities,  and 
in  the  slaughter  of  their  people,  they  did  so  volun- 
tarilij;  there  was  no  compulsion  in  the  business. 
He  thought  that  a  Roman  firmness  and  unliending 
integrity  should  then  have  characterized  their 
conduct;  they  should  instantly  have  resigned  their 
offices,  refused  to  enter  upon  the  work  of  butcher- 
ing a  foreign  people,  and  retired  to  their  homes, 
and  received  the  approval  of  their  consciences, 
the  gratitude  of  all  good  men,  and  the  smiles  of 
Heaven. 

But,  sir,  (said  he,)  these  officers  went  to  Mex- 
ico, took  charge  of  our  arinies,  and  became  the 
instruments  of  carrying  out  the  designs  of  vault- 
ing ambition,  and  of  executing  deeds  at  the  con- 
templation of  which  his  soul  shrunk  back  with 
horror.  For  those  acts  he  felt  no  pulsation  of 
gratitude.  Had  he  voted  for  the  resolutions,  he 
would  have  belied  his  conscience,  and  done  vio- 
lence to  truth.  He  had  at  first  thought  he  would 
remain  silent  when  the  vote  should  be  taken,  but 
further  consideration  convinced  him  that  it  was  his 
duty  to  vote  against  the  resolutions.  He  was  un- 
willing, by  his  silence,  to  encourage  the  thirst  for 
military  eclat  which  these  resolutions  were  calcu- 
lated to  inspire.  But,  on  this  subject  both  parties 
had  fully  united,  all  party  distinctions  were  lost 
sight  of,  and  he  found  himself  in  the  very  extra- 
ordinary ]')osition  of  voting  alone  in  this  body. 
But,  even  though  his  vote  stood  solitary  upon  the 
record,  he  felt  willing  that  it  should  pass  the 
test  of  an  enlightened  people.  He  had  witnessed 
the  baleful  effects  of  a  standing  army.  It  had 
brought  us  into  this  war.  Had  we  been  destitute 
of  an  army,  the  President  would  have  been  unable 
to  involve  us  in  hostilities  with  Mexico.  Pie  said 
the  nation  was  now  sustaining  an  army  in  Mexico 
at  an  expense  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  ptr  day.  This  sum  is  drawn 
from  the  hard  earnings  of  the  toiling  millions;  and 
what  do  they  get  in  return?  Why,  they  sub- 
ject the  people  of  Mexico  to  our  will.  We,  who 
'have  declared  that  all  men  are  born  free  and 
equal,  "  that  to  secure  our  natural  rights  govern- 
ments are  formed  among  men,  deriving  their  just 
powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed,"  now 
squander  untold  millions  for  little  purpose,  except 
to  give  evidence  of  our  own  want  of  sincerity  in  the 
profes:<ion  we  have  made  to  the  world.  We  see 
the  officers  of  the  army  on  every  street  of  the  city 
here  living  at  their  ea.se,  and  at  the  expense  of 
those  who  toil  for  their  daily  bread.  Rather  than 
encourage   the  increase  of  our   army,  he   would 
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bring  back  the  fifty  thousand  troops  from  Mexico 
and  disband  them.  He  wouhl  have  them  return 
to  civil  Ufe;  he  would  have  each  earn  his  own 
support,  and  by  his  labo/  contribute  something  to 
the  general  wealth  of  the  nation.  The  army  was 
a  cancer  upon  the  body  politic.  It  was  striking  its 
fibres  into  the  vital  parts  of  society,  and  extending 
its  virus  into  the  veins  and  arteries  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  must  sooner  or  later  overthrow  our 
institutions.  It  had  already  assumed  an  import- 
ance which  must  strike  the  reflecting  portion  of 
our  people  with  astonishment. 

On  the  4th  July  last,  at  an  encampment  far  in 
the  interior  of  Mexico,  at  a  meeting  of  the  officers 
of  our  army,  one  of  their  number  was  nominated 
for  the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the  American 
people.  Thus  early  in  the  history  of  this  nation 
had  an  attempt  been  made  by  the  army  to  dictate 
to  the  people  a  President — to  send  us  from  the 
camp  a  man  to  guide  our  ship  of  state;  one  whose 
hands  are  dripping  with  human  gore;  so  that  when 
he  shall  lay  his  fingers  upon  the  sacred  book  to 
take  the  oath  of  office,  he  may  leave  the  sacred 
volume  polluted  with  the  blood  of  innocence.  Are 
such  things  becoming  a  moral,  a  Christian  people.' 
Yet  in  this  Hall,  from  an  early  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, we  had  heard  gentlemen,  in  their  speeches, 
lending  aid  and  giving  influence  to  this  plan  of 
foisting  upon  the  people  a  President  whose  only 
recommendation  is  his  military  fame.  If  military 
service  qualifies  a  man  for  the  highest  office  of 
Government,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  our  minor  offices 
will  be  filled  with  the  same  class;  and  the  day  is 
near  when  our  Government  must  become  a  "mili- 
tary republic."  When  he  had  heard  gentlemen 
speaking  in  this  Hall  of  the  popularity  of  the  dis- 
tinguished officer  to  whom  he  had  alluded,  and  of 
that  political  millenium  when  all  parlies  are  to  unite 
in  his  support,  he  had  desired  to  inquire  what  were 
the  principles  on  which  he  would,  if  elected,  ad- 
minister the  Government?  And  with  permission  of 
the  committee,  he  would  now  propound,  through 
the  Chair,  a  question  to  the  honorable  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Manufactures.  He  desired 
respectfully  to  inquire  of  that  gentleman  whether 
General  Taylor  was  in  favor  of  a  protective  tariff? 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  answered 
that  he  was. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  was  happy  to  hear  it. 
He  had  not  been  aware  that  we  possessed  evidence 
to  justify  us  in  believing  that  he  was  thus  favora- 
ble to  northern  interests.  But  he  also  desired  to 
a.scertain  whether  the  free-trade  men  of  South  Car- 
olina, who  were  equally  zealous  in  the  support  of 
General  Taylor,  were  not  equally  sure  that  he  was 
in  favor  of  their  policy  ? 

[A  voice  answered.  Yes.] 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Of  course.  They  would 
never  support  a  man  who  was  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
tective policy.  Yet  the  most  ultra  supporters  of 
free  trade,  and  the  most  determined  adherents  of  a 
protective  tariff  are  to  unite  in  support  of  a  distin- 
guished military  officer  (or  President.  Each  knows 
that  he  or  his  opponents  must  find  themselves  de- 
ceived after  the  election.  But  each  is  hoping  it 
will  not  be  him,  and  each  rejoicing  in  the  thought 
that  it  will  be  those  opposed  to  him.  He  declared 
that  the  Whig  creed  contained  no  such  uncertain 
expression  of  political  faith.  But  (Mr.  G.  said) 
he  wished  to  inquire  a  little  further.  He  desired 
to  understand  General  Taylor's  views  upon  the 
subject  of  improving  our  lake  harbors  and  our  river 
navigation.  That  was  a  subject  in  which  the 
northern  States  had  a  deep  interest.  They  would 
not  be  likely  to  cast  their  votes  for  any  candidate 
who  was  not  known  to  be  favorable  to  our  domes- 
tic commerce.  If  some  one  of  the  gentlemen  from 
the  free  Slates,  who  is  expecting  to  be  Vice  Presi- 
dentunder  Gen.  Taylor,  would  inform  him  whether 
that  distinguished  officer  was  in  favor  of  such  im- 
provements, he  would  feel  much  obliged? 

Mr.  STEWART  replied,  that  General  Taylor 
had  said  he  would  pursue  the  policy  of  General 
Washington,  if  elected. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  we  had  no  lake,  harbor, 
nor  river  improvements  in  the  days  of  General 
Washington.  But  he  wished  to  know  whether 
those  who  have  steadily  opjiosed  such  improve- 
ments, and  are  now  supporters  of  General  Taylor, 
were  not  equally  certain  that  he  would  veto  any 
bill  for  such  purpose?  [Several  voices  responded, 
Yes.]        - 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  continued.  Nothing  was  more 
certain. 


Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  interrupted  Mr.  G., 
and  wished  to  inquire  what  General  Taylor's  views 
were  in  regard  to  slavery? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  in  reply,  said  that,  with  the 
gentleman's  permission,  he  would  make  his  own 
speech.  He  wished  by  these  inquiries  to  exhibit 
to  this  House,  and  to  the  nation,  the  true  character 
of  this  attempt  to  lead  the  people  of  the  nation, 
blindfolded,  to  the  support  of  a  man  whose  senti- 
ments on  these  most  vital  questions  are  wholly  un- 
known. He  had  thus  brought  the  subject  before 
the  committee  in  a  plain  manner.  All  were  aware 
that  many  and  able  friends  of  General  Taylor  were 
present.  No  one  of  them  could  inform  us  of  his 
opinions;  yet  they  ask  the  people  to  support  him, 
not  because  they  know  him  to  be  in  favor  of  these 
measures  or  against  them,  but  because  they  don't 
know  whether  he  is  one  way  or  the  other. 

Again,  (said  he,)  nine  of  the  States  of  this  Union 
have  taken  a  position  against  the  further  extension 
of  slavery.  Among  them  are  Ohio,  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  New  York.  In  their  sovereign  capaci- 
ties, they  have  declared  their  unalterable  hostility 
to  the  policy  of  extending  that  institution,  and  in 
favor  of  the  issues  of  1844.  Now,  he  desired  to 
know  whether  General  Taylor  was  in  favor  of 
confining  that  institution  to  its  present  bounds? 

Mr.  STEWART  said,  that  General  Taylor  had 
declared,  that  if  elected,  he  would  follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  Washington,  Jefferson,  and  Madi- 
son. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  resumed.  Tliat  was  all  quite 
indefinite  and  uncertain;  but  he  would  like  to  know 
how  the  gentleman's  colleague  over  the  way  [Mr. 
Wilmot]  understood  General  Taylor  on  that  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  WILMOT  said  that,  when  he  reflected  that 
General  Taylor  was-  a  southern  man,  a  slave- 
holder, and  that  southern  interests  were  rallying 
to  his  support,  he  had  no  confidence  in  General 
Taylor  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  resumed.  Southern  papers 
declare  General  Taylor  to  be  "  us  true  t^the  inter- 
ests of  slavery  as  the  needle  is  to  the  pole.  That  he 
is  firmly  opposed  to  the  Wilmot  proviso,  as  it  is 
called.  Southern  men  proclaim  him  to  be  unalter- 
ably opposed  to  all  restrictions  of  slavery. 

Mr.  STEWART,  interrupting  him,  said.  Gen- 
eral Taylor  had  said  he  would  support  the  Consti- 
tution. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  The  veriest  demagogue  found 
in  our  country  bar-rooms  would  say  that;  John 
Tyler  said  it.     The  declaration  means  nothing. 

Mr.  STEWART  wished  to  know  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  had  not  supported  Henry  Clay 
in  1844? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  replied,  tliat  he  had  cheerfully 
supported  him,  and  tor  the  reason  that  his  views 
were  known.  He  had  proclaimed  liis  sentiments 
definitely  and  distinctly.  No  man  was  asked  to 
vote  in  the  dark.  He  had  for  many  years  acted 
as  a  Senator  in  a  capacity  which  gave  publicity  to 
his  Views.  He  was  a  Whig  "  known  and  read  of 
all  men.''  As  early  as  1839  he  had  declared  his 
views  in  regard  to  the  powers  of  Congress  over 
the  institution  of  slavery.  Those  views  accorded 
with  his  own;  and,  in  supporting  Mr.  Clay,  he 
supported  his  own  constitutional  views  in  regard 
to  slavery,  and  in  regard  to  the  Wiiig  policy. 
But  how  stands  the  case  now,  said  he?  Is  Gen- 
eral Taylor  a  Whig?  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania says  he  is.  But  General  Taylor,  speak- 
ing for  himself,  says  he  "  will  not  be  the  exponent 
of  the  principles  of  any  party."  If  he  will  not 
become  the  exponent  and  supporter  of  Whig  prin- 
ciples, he  (Mr.  G.)  would  not  vote  for  him.  The 
man  who  does  so,  must  leave  the  Whig  party,  for 
he  will  not  sustain  Whig  sentiments.  He  would 
speak  for  himself  and  for  his  constituents,  and 
he  believed  he  could  speak  for  the  Whigs  of  his 
I  State,  when  he  declared  that  they  would  not  again 
be  "  Tylerized." 

Mr.  HENLEY  next  obtained  the  floor,  to  reply 
to  the  remarks  of  both  the  gentlemen  from  Ohio, 
[Messrs.  Schenck  and  Giddinos.]  He  said  it 
was  not  his  practice  to  bring  into  this  Hall  parly 
discussions;  he  never  intenrjed  to  commence  a 
party  debate,  but  when  it  was  commenced  and 
forced  upon  tho  House  by  the  other  or  either  side 
of  the  House,  he  was  ever  ready  to  meet  it.  Lest 
he  should  omit  it  hereafter,  he  would  here  say, 
at  the  outset,  that  whenever  he  saw  a  gentleman 
pursue  an  honest  and  honorable  course,  he  was 
ready  to  commend  it,  no  matter  which  side  of  the 


House  it  came  from.  In  that  spirit  he  desired  to 
speak  of  the  effort  of  the  gentleman  who  had  just 
taken  his  seal.  The  genileman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Giddings]  had  taken  an  honest  and  an  independent 
course,  and  he  was  worthy  of  all  commendation. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  right  in  calling  the 
attention  of  the  nation  to  the  uncertainty  in  which 
they  were  left  respecting  the  opinions  of  General 
Taylor,  who  was  to  be  nominated  as  the  Whig 
candidate  for  the  Presidency.  They  had  not  even 
obtained  an  expression  of  his  opinion  respecting 
the  first,  great,  paramount  principle  of  Whigery — 
the  Wilmot  proviso.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Stewart]  could  not  say  that  his 
favorite  candidate  was  in  favor  of  the  tariff,  but 
he  contented  himself  with  the  assurance  that  Gen- 
eral Taylor  would  stand  by  the  principles  of  the 
Constitution.  He  thought  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Manufactures  would  be  driven  to 
resort  to  the  makers  of  Yankee  notions  for  the 
manufacture  of  a  candidate  that  would  suit  all  the 
hues  and  colors  of  the  Whig  party.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  had  inquired  for  the  opinions  of 
General  Taylor  respecting  the  improvement  of 
rivers  and  harbors  by  the  Government,  and  had  he 
obtained  any  answer  to  his  inquiiies  ?  The  Whigs 
had  professed  for  some  years  to  stand  on  an  ever- 
lasting platform,  butviflifin  they  were  asked  if  their 
candidate  was  in  favor  of  their  principles,  they 
were  unable  to  obtain  an  answer.  But  they  were 
themselves  deceived  if  they  thought  iliey  could 
again  deceive  the  people  as  they  did  in  1840. 

Mr.  DUER  said  the  Whigs  would  not  nominate 
any  but  a  Whig — one  who  would  carry  out  Whig 
principles.  He  was  readyjto  meet  a  defeat  with  a 
true  Whig,  rather  than  to  see  the  party  nominate 
a  candidate  who  was  not  a  Whig.  However,  the 
question  had  to  be  tested  whether  General  Taylor 
\\>ould  accept  the  nomination  from  (he  Whig  party, 
and  be  an  opponent  of  Whig  principles.  General 
Taylor's  sense  of  honor — which  he  presumed  no 
one  would  question — would  prevent  the  acceptance 
of  the  nomination  of  the  Whig  party  if  he  was 
opposed  to  their  principles. 

Various  questions  were  put  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  from  several  parts  of  the  House, 
in  the  midst  of  much  confusion. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  rose  to  a  point  of 
order.  He  desired  to  inquire  if  this  was  a  con- 
vention met  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency? If  it  were  not,  then  this  debate  was  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  he  did  not  wish  to  misrep- 
resent the  gentleman  from  New  York,  and  hence 
he  Thought  he  had  the  right  to  ask  him  a  question, 
and  to  allow  him  to  answer  it.  He  understood  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  to  say  that  he  could  not 
support  General  Taylor  or  any  other  man,  unless 
he  accepted  the  nomination  from  the  Whig  parly 
pledged  to  Whig  principles. 

Mr.  DUER  denied  that  he  had  said  anything  of 
"  pledges,"  but  he  would  vote  for  no  man  who 
was  not  an  exponent  of  Whig  principles. 

The  CHAIRMAN  interposed,  and  said  this 
course  of  proceeding  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  this  mode  of  asking  inter- 
rogatories had  been  tolerated  ever  since  he  had 
been  in  Congress,  and  it  was  the  usage  of  every- 
body of  which  he  had  any  knowledge. 

The  CHAIRMAN  reiterated  that  it  was  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said,  what  he  desired  to  know 
was — and  the  question  was  perfectly  consistent 
with  parliamentary  rules — whether  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  would  support  General  Taylor 
for  the  Presidency  if  he  were  nominated,  and  did 
not  y)iedge  himself  to  sustain  the  principles  of  the 
Whig  party? 

Mr.  DUER  said,  if  it  should  make  such  a  nomi- 
nation, he  should  consider  the  Whig  party  as  dis- 
solving itself,  and  what  he  might  then  do  it  was 
impossible  for  him  now  to  say. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  thai  would  do.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  had  declared  whenever  the 
Whig  party  shall  make  such  a  nomination  he 
would  consider  the  Whig  party  dissolved,  and  so 
should  he,  (Mr.  Henley.) 

Mr.  DUER  again  explained.  What  he  said 
was,  that  if  any" candidate  should  say  "I  accept 
your  nomination,  but  protest  against  your  princi- 
ples," he  should  consider  it  a  dissolution  of  the 
party. 

Mr.  HENLEY  was  satisfied  with  the  answer, 
and  hoped   the  reporters  would  put  it  down.     It 
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was  evident  there  was  a  desire  to  prevent  the  im- 
pression ffoiii?  abroad  that  Ilie  Whig  party  intended 
to  o-o  before  tlic  country  wiih  a  candidate  of  whose 
principles  they  knew  nothing — or  with  a  declara- 
tion of  principles  whicii  meant  nothing  at  ail;  and 
such  were  General  Taylor's  replies  to  questions 
put  to  him,  in  wiiich  he  said  he  would  abide  by 
the  Constiiiution.  He  was  unwilling  to  attribute 
to  any  party  improper  motives,  or  to  charge  upon 
them  a  desire  to  get  power  by  a  concealment  of 
principle;  but  what  was  the  position  in  which  the 
Whig  ptfrty  was  placing  itself?  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddings]  had  told  them  that  the 
Whigs  of  Ohio  would  not  again  be  Tijlerized;  and 
they  might  say,  too,  that  they  would  not  be  Tay- 
lorized.  Did  not  Mr.  Tyler  proclaim  himself  in 
favor  of  the  principles  of  Washington,  and  of  Jef- 
ferson, and  of  Aladison?  And  yet,  how  soon  after 
coming  to  the  Presidency  was  he  charged  with 
being  a  traitor  to  the  Whig  party  ?  Such  a  case 
might  again  occur.  Permit,  him,  however,  to  tell 
the  Whig  party  that  the  people  would  not  again 
be  deceived.  Before  a  candidate  could  obtain  their 
sulfiages,  he  must  declare  his  sentiments.  He 
must  proclaim  himself  to  be  either  for  or  against 
the  Wilmot  proviso,  which  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  proclaimed  to  be  a  Whig  principle.  If  Gen- 
eral Taylor  avowed  himself  in  favor  of  it,  did 
they  expect  he  would  be  sustained  by  the  South? 
Would  the  Whig  party  agree  amongst  itself  on 
that  point?  That  which  with  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  was  a  paramount  question,  was  in  itself  a 
sectional  i.ssue,  which  would  tend  to  destroy  the 
Whig  party,  if  it  did  not  endanger  the  Union. 
Such  would  be  the  result  if  they  ran  a  candidate 
who  avowed  himself  in  favor  of  the  Wilmot  pro- 
viso. Was  it,  then,  the  purpose  of  the  Whig  party 
to  run  a  man  who  would  not  avow  himself?  Would 
they  not  leave  on  the  public  mind  the  impression 
that  they  intended  to  deceive  the  people  by  such  a 
course?  He  should  be  glad  to  know  if  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  would  vote  for  General 
Taylor  if  lie  should  declare  himself  opposed  to  the 
Wilmot  proviso. 

Mr.  DQER  said  the  Wilmot  proviso  might  be 
an  abstract  or  it  might  be  a  practical  question. 

Mr.  HENLEY  desired  the  gentleman  to  answer, 
eupposing  it  to  be  practical  question. 

The  CHAIRMAN  hoped  gentlemen  would  be 
in  order. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  he  meant  to  be  in  order  if 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  would  declare  his 
position  on  this  point.  Viewing  it  as  a  practical 
question,  with  the,  po.ssibility  that  General  Tay- 
lor, tf  he  were  President,  might  e.xercise  the  veto 
power  in  relation  to  il,  he  wished  to  give  the  gen- 
tleniMn  from  New  York  an  opportunity  to  say 
frankly  and  openly  what  he  would  do.  It  was 
usual  in  this  House  to  obtain  the  opinions  of  gen- 
tlemen in  this  way,  on  great  and  important  ques- 
tions on  which  the  people  felt  a  deep  interest.  He 
hoped  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would  be 
more  explicit  than  he  had  been. 

Mr.  DUER  said  it  was  exceedingly  difficult  to 
answer  questions  of  that  description  impromptu — 
questions  which  depended  on  contingencies.  He 
was  a  practical  man,  and  when  he  could  not  getall 
he  wanteil,  he  came  as  near  as  he  could.  But  his 
impression  was  that  he  would  not.  He  would,  how- 
ever, say  that  if  a  southern  man,  John  C.  Calhoun 
or  any  other  on  the  one  side,  should  be  nominated, 
and  a  northern  doughface  on  the  other,  he  would 
vote  for  the  southern  man  in  preference  to  the 
northern  doughfu'C. 

Mr.  HENLEY  would  not  trouble  the  gentleman 
with  any  further  questions.  He  supposetj  the 
gentleman  would  rather  have  a  southern  dough- 
face than  a  northern  doughface.  He  had  but  one 
other  remark  to  make  respectinsr  the  Wilmot  pro- 
viso. He  understood  that  the  Whig  party  of  the 
North  had  committed  itself  to  that  proposition,  and 
therefore  he  wi.-ihed  to  state  one  fcict  for  the  benefit 
of  the  country.  When  he  was  a  candidate  for  re- 
election, his  opponent  was  committed  to  the  Wil- 
mot proviso,  and  pledged  himself  before  a  large 
audience  tiiat  he  would  not  supjiort  General  Tay- 
lor unless  he  would  avow  himself  before  theelection 
to  be  in  favor  of  it  too.  His  opponent  was  not  elect- 
ed. The  WhiL'N,  then,  were  in  this  dilemma.  They 
have  made  the  Wilmot  proviso  a  paramount  political 
question.  To  that  they  were  pledged  irrevocably, 
and  they  could  not  go  for  any  man  who  would  not 
avow  himself  for  it.  Such  was  the  condition  of  the 
Whig  parly  in  the  Stale  of  Indiana,  and  lie  believ- 


ed all  over  the  Union;  and  they  could  not  dodge 
the  question  and  maintain  a  character  for  consist- 
ency and  sincerity. 

But  he  had  not  intended  to  devote  so  much  time 
to  this  question  when  he  rose.  His  purpose  was 
to  make  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Schenck,]  who  had  charged  the 
Administration  with  creating  new  offices  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  employment  to  some  of  their  fa- 
vorites. The  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  charged 
not  only  that  on  the  Democratic  party,  but  also 
that  they  were  proscripiive.  Now,  what  was  the 
historjf  of  this  House  during  the  brief  career  of  the 
Wliig  majority?  The  first  thing  done  when  they 
came  here  was  to  organize  the  party,  small  as  was 
its  majority,  with  a  view  to  monopolize  all  the 
offices.  Tliey  took  a  Northern  Speaker  and  a 
Southwestern  Clerk,  and  conciliated  the  other  sec- 
tions by  selecting  other  officers  from  them;  and  if 
they  had  not  failed  to  elect  their  postmaster,  they 
would  haVe  made  a  clean  sweep  of  it.  To  this  he 
should  not  have  oltjected;  nor  should  he  have  com- 
plained, further  than  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
country  to  it,  and  to  say  this  is  the  party  that  goes 
before  you  with  the  hypocritical  cry  of  no  party,  no 
proscription  for  opinion's  sake;  which  professes 
to  appoint  officers  only  on  the  ground  that  they 
are  honest,  and  faitht'ul,  and  ca[>able.  Notwith- 
standing such  professions,  fet  them  look  at  all  the 
subordinate  appointments  about  this  House,  and 
how  many  would  they  find  that  had  been  spared  ? 
There  might  be  a  solitary  exception  to  swear  by, 
but  the  exceptions  would  be  found  rare,  even  down 
to  the  appointments  which  the  Doorkeeper  had 
under  his  control.  The  Whig  party  was  the  most 
proscriptive  party  on  earth. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  he  had  said  nothing  at  all 
about  removal  from  office,  for  or  against  it.  What 
he  had  said  was,  that  there  were  appropriations  for 
various  purposes  and  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the 
treasury;  and  that  there  were  various  inquiries  not 
answered  which  were  designed  to  throw  light  on 
the  appropriations  asked  for  by  the  Executive  de- 
partment. Among  other  things,  he  alluded  to  the 
resolution  submitted  by  a  gentleman  from  New 
York  in  relation  to  secret  inspectors  of  the  custom- 
houses along  the  frontiers.  He  said  it  had  been 
repeatedly  charged,  and  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  had  corroborated  the  accusation,  that  officers 
were  employed  and  received  salaries  for  which  ap- 
propriations were  made  from  the  public  treasury 
that  were  evidently  useless;  and  that  it  was  proper 
they  should  get  ample  information  on  these  mat- 
ters, to  see  if  they  could  not  prevent  these  deficien- 
cies hereafter  arising. 

Mr.  HENLEY  imderstood  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  at  the  time.  He  had  charged  the  Adminis- 
tration either  with  creating  new  offices  or  kee]:)ing 
officers  in  unnecessarily;  and  he  (Mr.  H.)  was  re- 
[ilying  to  the  charge  against  the  Democratic  party 
that  they  had  employed  favorites  unnecessarily. 
He  was  bringing  before  the  counti-y  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  Whig  party.  In  relation  to  the  crea- 
tion of  new  offices,  what  had  they  done?  For  four 
years  the  business  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  been  done  without  a  clerk.  He  asked 
if  he  was  right?  [Mr.  McKay,  to  whom  the  in- 
quiry was  addressed,  made  no  reply.]  Now,  how- 
ever, a  clerk  was  employed.  He  need  do  nothing 
more  than  stale  that  fact.  An  office  had  been 
created  for  two  years,  perhaps,  in  whicli  an  indi- 
vidual would  be  employed,  at  a  salary,  he  supposed, 
of  $1,500.  Again:  during  the  last  two  Congresses, 
extending  over  a  space  of  four  years,  there  were 
eight  pages  employed  in  this  House,  and  now  there 
were  twelve,  being  an  addition  of  lour.  This  might 
be  a  small  matter,  but  it  was  a  fact,  and  he  should 
state  facts,  without  making  accusations  against  any- 
body. 

iVir.  McKAY  rose  and  made  some  explanation 
in  relation  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
which  was  not  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  HENLEY  then  alluded  to  what  Mr.SciiENCK 
said  about  swarms  of  Government  oflicers  gather- 
ing like  cormorants  around  the  little  custom-houses 
on  the  northern  frontier,  and  devouring  the  rev- 
enue collected,  and  insisted  that  if  the  Democrats 
were  so  disjioscd  they  could  retaliate  the  I'ke 
rharges.  He  referred  to  the  narrow  s])irit  in  whicli 
the  appointments  had  been  made  at  the  ))resent 
session  in  relation  to  the  standing  committees  of 
the  House  and  to  its  officers.  At  the  last  session, 
when  the  Democrats  had  been  in  possession  of  a 
majority  of  sixty,  they  had,  of  course,  elected  a 


Democratic  Speaker  and  Democratic  officers;  but 
how  had  the  committees  of  the  House  been  made 
up?  In  all.  or  nearly  all  of  them,  there  had,  to  bo 
sure,  been  a  majority  of  Democratic  members;  but 
two  very  important  comtnittees  had  had  prominent 
Whigs  placed  at  the  head  of  them.  But  what  was 
witnessed  now  ?  Although  the  parties  in  the  House 
were  almost  equally  divided,  not  a  single  Demo- 
crat was  to  be  found  at  the  head  of  any  one  siaii.d- 
ing  committee  in  the  whole  list.  This  he  did  not 
suppose  had  happened  simply  by  the  designation 
of  the  Speaker — a  gentleman  for  whom,  with  every 
other  member  of  the  House,  he  entertained  great 
respect,  but  such  was  the  fact. 

Now,  he  did  not  charge' this  as  anything  to  be 
complained  of;  not  at  all.  He  did  not  blame  any 
party  for  putting  its  own  men  at  the  head  of  the 
committees,  and  giving  their  own  side  a  majority; 
but  what  he  blamed  the  Whigs  for  was  affecting 
to  make  a  great  outcry  against  proscription,  and 
yet  practising  it  themselves  all  the  while,  just  as 
much  as  tWosc  they  berated  for  it.  While  they 
were  less  liberal  than  the  Deiriocrats  had  been  with 
a  majority  of  sixty  members,  they  were  endeavor- 
ing to  produce  the  impression  on  the  mind  of  the 
country  that  they  were  so  very  liberal  as  to  despise 
everything  like  party  exclusiveness.  Democrats 
had  left  at  least  some  committees  in  control  of  the 
Whigs;  but  when  the  Whigs  came  into  power,  not 
a  democratic  chairman  was  anywhere  to  be  found. 

Talk  about  the  proscription  of  the  Democratic 
party  !  Why,  Mr.  H.  understood,  and  he  believed 
it  to  be  fact,  that,  under  all  the  merciless  proscrip- 
tion that  reigned  while  the  Democratic  party  were 
in  power,  a  majority  of  all  the  clerkships  in  the 
departments  were  filled  by  Whigs,  and  were  so  at 
this  moment,  even  under  the  iron  rule  of  James  K. 
Polk. 

A  gentleman  here  asked  him  how  it  was  in  the 
Senate?  Mr.  H.  could  not  say:  possibly  the  clerks 
in  the  appointment  of  that  body  were  too  cunning 
to  express  any  political  opinion.  Possibly  the  rule 
which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  applied  in  the 
case  of  General  Taylor  might  be  acted  on  by  them. 
However,  be  they  Whigs  or  Democrats,  he  was 
ready  to  admit  that  they  had  been  long  enough  in 
their  places, and  it  was  time  they  should  be  changed. 
Had  he  the  power,  he  would  remove  them,  at  all 
events.  Mr.  H.  avowed  himself  in  favor  of  turn- 
ing out  them  not  only,  but  all  other  clerks  now  in 
office,  and  putting  new  men  into  their  places.  They 
had  been  sucking  the  sweet  long  enough — let  them 
give  others  a  chance.  In  a  word,  he  went  for  ro- 
tation in  office,  and  that  whether  the  incumbents 
were  in  by  election  or  by  appointment.  He  went 
for  that  principle;  and  he  was  ready  to  bow,  and 
and  expected  to  bow,  to  it  in  his  own  person. 

As  to  what  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  charged 
about  the  House  having  been  three  months  in  ses- 
sion, and  having  done  nothing,  Mr.  H.  agreed  with 
him  most  fully.  They  had  indeed  done  almost 
literally  nothing,  and  it  was  his  belief  they  would 
continue  to  do  nothing.  And  who  was  responsi- 
ble for  it?  They,  surely,  who  had  the  majority  in 
the  House.  It  was  well  known  that  motions  to  ad- 
journ generally  came  from  their  side  of  the  House, 
it  was  they  who  moved  to  adjourn  over  Saturdays. 
For  four  weeks  in  succession  that  motion  had  come 
from  one  and  tlic  same  gentleman — [a  laugh.]  It 
svas  gentlemen  on  that  side  who  had  carried  the 
motion,  with  the  help,  he  admitted,  of  some  on 
his  own.  He  was  ashamed  of  this:  they  ought  to 
have  refused.  It  was  the  duly  of  both  sides  to 
remain  in  their  seats  a  reasonable  time:  he  could 
not,  and  would  not,  vote  for  such  doings.  But  in 
this  matter  there  was  no  comparison  between  the 
two  sides  of  the  House,  as  the  yeas  and  nays  would 
show. 

The  Whig  majority  were  always  in  favor  of 
adjournment.  These  gentlemen  claimed,  at  least, 
to  have  a  clear  majority  in  the  House,  and  as  such 
they  were  responsible,  and  so  the  people  would 
hold  them.  If  no  business  was  done  in  the  House 
they  were  answerable  for  it.  It  was  right  and  just 
that  for  whatever  was  done  in  a  nopular  body,  the 
majority  of  that  body  should  be  held  to  answer. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  come  forward  witii 
his  usual  prediction  of  the  downfall  of  the  Union. 
He  had  heard  that  prophecy  from  the  same  gen- 
tleman often  before;  he  had  now  uttered  il  once 
more.  But  it  had  been  repeated  till  it  lost  all  eft'ect. 
As  to  Mr.  H.,  he  heeded  it  no  more  than  the  idle 
wind;  nor  would  the  people  mind  it  a  whit  more 
than  he.     Parson  Miller  had  projihesicd  the  end 
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of  all  things  some  time  ago,  and  when  the  world 
had  failed  to  come  to  an  end,  as  he  had  said,  he 
fixed  a  new  day  and  prophesied  again. 

Now,  with  Mr.  H.,  the  one  prophecy  passed  for 
about  as  much  as  the  other.  There  were  croakers 
in  ail  times  and  under  all  governments.  The  reins 
of  power  had  been  in  the  hands  of  the  Democratic 
party  (with  the  exception  of  eight  years)  ever  since 
the  foundation  of  the  Government;  and  he  was  not 
going  to  fear  the  Union  would  be  dissolved  because 
theywere  held  by  a  Democratic  President  now; 
and  as  few  fears  liad  he  that  a  party  which  had 
maintained  its  ascendency  so  long  was  now  to 
come  to  an  end. 

[The  following  is  the  substance,  in  a  correct 
form,  of  remarks  elicited  from  IMr.  Duer,  in  reply 
to  certain  questions  of  Mr.  Henly:    • 

Mr.  DUER  says:  Mr.  Henly  having  stated  that 
the  Wliig  parly  wasabout  to  abandon  its  principles, 
and  nominate  General  Taylor  for  the  office  of  Pres- 
ident, without  knowing  what  his  opinions  were 
upon  those  questions  upon  which  the  two  great 
parties  of  tlie  country  are  divided,  1  asked  that 
gentleman  his  authority  for  making  that  statement. 
And  in  ]:uttifig  to  him  this  question,  and  in  answer 
to  que.stions  from  him,  I  said  substantially  as  fol- 
lows: That,  so  fcu-  as  I  knew  anything  of  the 
opinions  of  Whigs  in  my  part  of  the  country, 
they  were  opposed  to  the  nomination  of  any  man 
who  was  not  a  known  Whig;  that  I  had  rather, 
for  myself,  be  defeated  with  a  candidate  of  that 
description  than  have  anything  to  do  with  the 
nomination  of  one  of  whose  principles  I  was  igno- 
rant, though  success  in  the  latter  case  might  be 
certain.  After  commenting  upon  some  remarks 
contained  in  a  letter  of  General  Taylor  recently 
published,  I  said,  that  I  took  it  for  granted  that 
any  Whig  convention  that  might  assemble  for  the 
purpose  of  nominating  a  President  would  declare 
Its  principles,  and  nominate  its  candidate  as  the 
exponent  of  those  principles.  That,  under  such 
circumstances.  General  Taylor,  whom  none  doubt- 
ed to  be  a  man  of  honor,  could  not  accept  the 
nomination,  unless  his  own  opinions  agreed  with 
those  thus  declared  by  the  convention  nominating 
him.  That  if,  however,  such  a  convention  should 
nominate  a  candidate  otherwise  than  as  a  Whig,  and 
the  exponent  of  the  principles  of  the  Whigs,  or,  if 
it  should  adopt  a  nominee  who  would, only  accept 
the  nomination  with  a  protest  against  the  principles 
of  the  party  nominating  him,  I  should  consider 
such  action  as  equivalent  to  a  dissolution  of  the 
Whig  party.  That  I  did  not,  however,  expect 
or  desire  any  pledges,  and  had  never  given  any 
myself. 

Being  afterwards  asked,  whether  I  would  sup- 
port General  Taylor  if  he  should  declare  himself 
opposed  to  the  "  Wilmot  proviso,"  I  replied,  that 
that  might  not  become  a  practical  question;  hut 
that,  if  otherwise,  yet,  inasmuch  as  the  question  was 
one  that  must  be  determined  by  Congress,  I  should 
probably  be  contented  with  a  candidate  who  would 
leave  to  Congress  its  determination.  I  was  then 
asked  whether,  if  it  was  known  that  General 
Taylor  would  veto  any  bill  prohibiting  slavery  in 
newly  acquired,  territories,  1  would  then  vote  for 
him.'  To  this  I  replied,  that  the  question  was  a 
difficult  and  delicate  one,  because  it  was  impossible 
to  foresee  what  contingencies  might  arise,  and 
under  what  circumstances  it  might  be  presented. 
That  it  was  my  present  impression,  that  in  such 
case  1  should  not  vote  for  General  Taylor.  But 
that,  if  ever  I  were  compelled  to  make  my  choice 
between  a  southern  man,  an  open  advocate  of 
slavery — John  C.  Calhoun,  for  instance — and  a 
northern  doughface,  I  should  choose  the  southern 
man.] 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  committee  rise;  which  motion  prevailed. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  February  28,  1848. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  resolutions  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  in 
opposition  to  a  repeal  of  the  act  of  March  2,  ]837, 
concerning  pilots;  which  were  laid  upon  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  the  petition  of  Levi  Wells, 
o  pensioner  of  the  United  States,  praying  to  be 
allowed  arrears  of  pension;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  YULEE  presented  a  petition  of  citizena  of 


Orange  county.  East  Florida,  praying  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  post  office  in  that  county;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  it  was 
Ordered,  TImt  the  petition  of  Archibalil  Snnlli,  Jan.,  on 

tlie  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  tlie  Committee  of 

Claims. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  cummutiicate  to  the  Senate  acopj'  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  (reneral  court  martial  in  the  case  of  Liieuteiiant 
Colonel  Fremont. 

Mr.  BENTON  gave  notice  that,  on  to-morrow, 
he  should  ask  leave  of  the  Senate  to  introduce  a 
joint  resolution  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  Amer- 
ican hemp  for  the  use  of  the  navy. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Asahel  Kingsley,  submitted  an  adverse 
report;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  authorizing 
payment  of  interest  on  the  amount  advanced  by 
the  State  of  Alabama  to  the  General  Government, 
pending  the  Creek  hostilities  in  1836  and  1837, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Cormnittee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  William  B.  Stokes,  reported  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  following  bills  were  read  the  second  time, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole: 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Fernando  Fellany. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Engles,  senior. 

And  no  amendment  being  made,  they  were  re- 
ported to  the  Senate,  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  were 
engrossed,  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent 
and  passed. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATIONS. _ 

Mr.  YULEE.  With  the  permission  of  the 
Senate,  I  will  trespass  a  moment  upon  its  time.  I 
have  been  waiting  an  opportunity  for  a  week  past 
to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi, [Mr.  FooTE,]  a  report  of  proceedings  in  this 
body,  in  which  he  is  made  to  allege  "misquota- 
tion" of  authorities  by  me.  Being  quite  satisfied 
that  such  was  not  his  intention,  I  have  thought  it 
proper  to  enable  him  to  correct  it  in  his  place.  He 
will  find  the  passage  I  refer  to  in  the  copy  of  the 
New  York  Herald,  which  I  hand  him. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  think  I  can  explain  the  matter 
without  at  all  calling  iii  question  the  accuracy  of 
the  reporter.  I  did  accuse  the  Senator  from  Flor- 
ida of  "  misquotatioti,"  not,  however,  exactly  in 
the  sense  in  which  he  seems  to  apprehend  it.  In 
the  course  of  the  hurried  remarks  made  by  me,  on 
the  occasion  to  which  allusion  has  been  made,  I 
did  say  that  I  was  perfectly  prepared  to  demon- 
strate that  the  authorities  cited  by  the  Senator, 
whether  musty  or  modern,  were  either  wholly  in- 
applicable, or,  being  applicable,  were,  according  to 
all  the  rules  of  fair  and  legitimate  interpretation, 
altogether  hostile  to  his  views.  In  that  case,  I 
accused  the  Senator  of  misquotation,  and  a  more 
unfortunate  case  of  misquotation  it  has  rarely  been 
my  lot  to  witness.  I  accompanied  the  accusation 
with  a  suggestion  that  I  did  not  charge  the  Senator 
with  having,  in  the  language  of  the  poet, 

".lust  enough  of  learning  to  misquote." 
Cases  of  misquotation,  we  know,  are  not  unfre- 
quent  at  the  bar.  Often,  a  lawyer's  authorities 
are  turned  totally  against  him,  and  the  sword  is 
wrenched  from  the  hand  of  the  combatant,  and  he 
himself  made  its  victim.  In  the  present  case,  I 
intended  to  show  that  the  weapons  of  the  Senator 
could  be  turned  against  himself,  and  I  am  prepared 
to  demonstrate  tliafhis  citation  of  his  authorities 
has  been  peculiarly  unfortunate.  But,  of  course, 
I  did  not  charge  the  Senator  with  erroneous  reading 
of  the  authorities.  I  did  not  accuse  him  of  any 
interpolation  of  words  or  sentences.  I  simply 
intended  to  convey  the  idea  that  his  authorities, 
from  Puffendorffdown  to  the  iriost  modern,  Judge 
Martin  of  Louisiana,  so  far  as  they  were  at  all 
applicable,  could  be  wielded  to  the  utter  destruc- 
tion of  the  dangerous  views  propoui\dcd  by  him, 
which  were,  in  my  opinion,  most  illiberally  ad- 
vanced, under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case, 
and  were   calculated   to  do  much   ■erious   public 


detriment  to  distinguished  gentlemen  of  the  North, 
who  had  girded  on  their  armor  for  the  defence  and 
vindication  of  the  constitutional  rightsof  the  South. 
The  Senator  has,  however,  tempered  his  phrase- 
ology in  his  printed  speech,  and  made  himself  to 
"  coo  as  gently  as  a  sucking  dove,"  although  it  is 
well  known  he  was  a  "  roaring  lion''  throughout 
his  spoken  speech. 

Mr.  YULEE.  I  understand  the  Senator  to  say 
that  he  did  not  mean  to  use  "  misquotation"  in  its 
ordinary  sense  of  misreciial,  but  only  as  meaning 
misapplication.,  With  this  I  am  content,  and  will 
be  happy  to  hear  how  the  Senator,  when  lie  comes 
to  the  discussion  of  the  question,  will  sustain  his 
proposition  that  the  authorities  I  cited  are  not  per- 
tinent to  my  argument.  Upon  this  issue  I  am 
willing  to  go  before  the  Senate  and  the  country. 
But  before  I  sit  down  I  will  correct  the  Senator  in 
his  impression  that  my  remarks  have  undergone 
any  change  in  the  matter  of  them  since  delivered. 
The  argument  is  preserved  as  nearly  as  possible, 
under  the  circumstances — quite  as  nearly  as  is 
usual  in  this  or  other  deliberative  bodies.  I  did 
omit  certain  matter  which  I  had  read  from  news- 
papers of  the  day,  in  illustration  of  what  I  charged 
to  be  the  ultimate  views  of  the  advocates  of  the 
two  plans  of  adjustment  I  was  commenting  upon. 
These  were  omitted  from  my  printed  speech,  be- 
cause, among  other  reasons,  unnecessary  to  the 
argument,  attd  because  demanding  more  room  than 
my  printer  thought  could  be  spared.  The  Senator 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Dickinson]  knew  that  such 
was  my  purpose. 

Mr.  FOOTE — [being  supplied  with  a  diction- 
ary, read  the  definition  of  the  word  "  quote,"  and 
added:]  The  Senator  will  thus  find  that  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  "  quote"  is  given,  "  to  cite."  All 
I  intended  to  convey  was,  that  the  authorities  cited 
by  him  were  either  injudiciously  or  erroneously 
cited,  and  were  not  calculated  to  afford  him  "  aid 
and  comfort"  in  the  discussion.  The  Senator  from 
Alabama,  now  in  his  seat,  [Mr.  Lewis,]  will  bear 
me  witness  that  both  he  and  I  concurred  that  the 
manner  and  matter  of  the  speech  of  the  Senator 
from  Florida,  as  delivered,  were,  in  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  lamentably  harsh  and  unkind 
to  some  of  the  best  friends  of  the  South,  at  the 
North.  In  the  printed  speech,  however,  (and  I 
am  quite  happy  to  say  so,)  there  is  not,  from  be- 
ginning to  end,  a  single  expression  which  can  be 
construed  into  even  an  approximation  of  harsh- 
ness. Therefore,  I  am  warranted  in  saying  that 
there  must  be  something  overpoweringly  harsh  in 
his  manner  of  expressing  himself,  or  that  I  did  not 
understand  the  terms  which  the  Senator  used. 
Certainly  I  listened  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator' 
with  attention,  and  so  did  other  gentlemen.  I  am 
willing  to  appeal  to  members  of  this  body  for  a 
decision  of  the  question  whether  the  Senator  has 
not  mingled  a  great  deal  more  honey  in  his  phra- 
seology as  printed,  than  he  appeared  to  be  willing 
to  infuse  into  his  speech  as  delivered.' 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  he  regretted  his  friend  from 
Mississippi  had  given  so  much  consequence  to 
anything  he  might  have  said  as  to  the  manner  of 
the  Senator  from  Florida.  He  certainly  had  not 
said  that  the  manner  of  that  gentleman  was  harsh 
and  offensive,  for  he  was  not  present  when  that 
gentleman  made  those  remarks.  In  reply  to  the 
suggestion  from  another  source,  that  such  remarks 
were  harsh,  he  (Mr.  L.)  had  expressed  his  regret, 
as  he  had  also  regretted  before  any  remarks  were 
made,  that  the  Senator  from  New  York  had  not 
amended  his  resolutions  as  he  (Mr.  L.)  had  hoped 
and  believed  he  was  willing  to  do. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  The  explanation  of  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  confirms  v;hat  I  have  said,  and 
shows  that  even  rumor  and  the  general  impression 
with  regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from 
Florida,  were  as  I  have  stated.  I  make  these  re- 
marks because  it  was  thought  by  some  that  I  dealt 
rather  unkindly  with  the  Senator  from  Florida  in 
my  rebuke;  and,  certainly,  I  should  have  been 
guilty  of  gross  discourtesy,  had  I  rebuked  him  for 
using  language  so  calm  and  honeyed  as  that  which, 
appears  in  the  printed  speech. 

Mr.  H  ANNEGAN.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
There  is  a  great  deal  of  important  busiiiess  to  be 
transacted  in  the  morning  hour,  and  as  this  dispute 
appears  to  be  altogethera  personal  matter  between 
the  two  gentlemen,  without  any  point  on  either 
side,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  perceive,  I  ask  that  the 
Senate  will  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
morning  business. 
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Mr.  YULEE.  More  time  has  been  consumed 
than  I  anticif)ated.  The  Senator  says  tliat  he  does 
not  mean  the  matter  is  difierent,  but  that  tliei'e  is 
less  severity  of  tone.  I  will  only  say,  that  so  far  as 
tlie  Senator  supposed  there  was  any  personal  un- 
kindnessin  mylanguasje  or  manner  on  the  occasion 
referred  to,  he  is  totally  mistaken.  1  entertained 
no  unkind  feelings  towards  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Dickinson,]  or  any  one  who  took  an 
interest  in  the  discussion,  and  could  not  therefore 
have  manifested  any.  If  I  had  been  personally 
unkind,  certainly  the  Senator  aggrieved,  wlioever 
lie  might  be,  would  have  noticed  it  for  himself. 
Perhaps  my  manner  was  very  earnest  and  warm. 
That  is  my  nature.  I\ly  manner,  sucli  as  it  is,  no 
doubt  admits  of  improvement.  Tlie  manner  of 
many  of  us  might  be  im|>roved,  if  "  the  gift"  were 
given  us — 

'•To  see  oiiisflves  as  others  see  us." 

I  will  now  ask  the  .Senator,  as  he  seems  to  be  quite 
.oppo-sed  to  the  doctrines  of  my  speech,  what  is  the 
precise  point  of  difference  between  us  '  Does  he 
hold  that  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  could  be 
excluded  from  residing  upon  territory  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  with  his  slave  property? 

Air.  FOOTE.  I  wear  no  mask — I  shun  no  ques- 
tion— and  my  sentiments  on  that  subject  are  well 
known.  ^ 

Mr.  SEVIER.  I  move  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business. 

The  motion  was  put,  and  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  then  p.roceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  Executive  business;  and,  after  some  time  so 
occupied,  llie  doors  were  opened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESEiNTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  Febrmnj  29,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  andapproved. 

Mr.  HAR.'VLSON,  by  general  consent,  present- 
ed a  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia, 
relating  to  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  a  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
Georgia  for  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for 
the  yeai'  ending  June  30,  1849,  and  that  it  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  objecting,  the  motion  was  not 
entertained. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  reported  bills  for  the  relief 
of  Matheu-s,  Wood  &,  Ilall;  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  William  D.  Cheever,  de- 
ceased; and  for  the  relief  of  John  Morgan;  which 
bills  were  severally  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  which  was  referred  the  petitions  of  James  Jones, 
James  C.  Neely,  James  C.  Cooper,  Caleb  Neely, 
Samuel  Pigg,  James  Mahoney,  Mary  Carty,  Cath- 
arine Pcamcy,  and  Thomas  E.  Thorp,  "praying 
compensation  for  horses  lost  in  the  war  with  Mex- 
ico, made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
[jroviding  for  the  payment  of  horses  and  other 
properly  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States.     Road  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  adverse 
reports  on  the  petitions  of  James  F.  Megowan, 
George  W.  Rumyon,  Thomas  Bryan,  and  George 
W.  Bell.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  the  follov/ing  resolution;  which,  after  a 
brief  explanation  by  him,  was  adopted  : 

.Rc<o(re'/,  That  the  Secrelaiv  of  the  Trea-iiry  rommmii- 
cati;  10  ilii-i  House  what  aililiiioiial  iiiiinhi-r  ord'crks,  if  any, 
nre  m-fi-.-'-ary  in  any  of  tlio  luirians  in  his  (Icimnniiiit,  in 
onler  l»  llwilii.-iK;  tlictransfitn,,,,  (,f n,..  pniilic  liM<inc.«s,  ami 
what  ilinount  oC  money  ouglil  in  lire  approiiriatiMl  to  di-IVay 
th(!  cxiHiiusfs  ci)n«.;(jiiL-nt  ii|,on  tliu  appointnieut  •('  buch 
clerks. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
rcporterl  a  bill  fnr  the  relief  of  the  lejnl  representa- 
lives  of  James  Porterfield.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  TIIO.M.\.S  al.^io  made  adverse  re[)oris  on 
the  petitions  of  Allen  Gorham,  Mi;Kni^ht,  Brent 
&.  Wood,  and  Henry  W.  .Viidrcvvs.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  NELSON,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported bills  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  A.  Jones  and 
Caspar  IJ.  Cooke  and  others;  which  bills  were  sev- 
erally rend  and  conjmittcd. 


Mr.  CROWELL,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported bills  for  the  relief  of  Zachariah  Lawrence, 
of  Ohio,  and  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  P.  Zantzinger; 
which  bills  were  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  CROWELL  also  made  an  adverse  report  on 
the  |)etition  of  Herman  Loury.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DUNN,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
bills  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Steenrod;  for  the  relief 
of  Gideon  Walker;  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  A.  G. 
Henry,  of  Illinois;  for  the  relief  of  .John  B.  Rogers, 
of  South  Carolina;  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Bernard  Todd;  and  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Robert  Fulton,  deceas- 
ed; which  bills  were  severally  read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an  adverse 
report  on  the  petition  of  W.  J.  A.  Bradford;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DANIEL,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  had  been  referred  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 
George  Fisher,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment.    Committed. 

Mr.  LIGON,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Capt.  Wm.  Smallwood  Tillard.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  HUNT,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  had  been  referred  Senate  bill 
making  an  appropriation  for  removing  obstructions 
in  the  Savannah  river,  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment.     Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  allowance  of  drawback  on  wheat  imported 
from  the  British  North  American  provinces,  when 
manufactured  in  the  United  States  and  exported  to 
foreign  countries.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  GRINNELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  and 
crew  of  certain  vessels  employed  in  the  cod  fish- 
ery.    Read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  .-same  committee,  a  bill  to  change 
the  name  of  the  steamboat  Charles  Downing  to  the 
Calhoun;  which  bill  was  read  three  times,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  TIJJBODEAUX,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  approved 
July  7,  1838,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the 
safety  of  passengers  on  board  vessels  propelled  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  steam;"  also,  to  establish  a 
collection  district  in  the  State  of  Georgia.  Read 
and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an  adverse 
report  on  the  petition  of  Joseph  Emerie.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THIBODEAUX,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  to  which  was  referred  the 
House  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  the  better  security  of  passengers  on 
board  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
steam,"  was  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof,  and  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  SIMPSON,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of  James  Fos- 
ter.    Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  (^OLLAMER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  legalize  the  trans- 
fer of  bounty  land  warrant  7943.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  bills  to  amend  thejtct  approved  24th 
of  May,  1824,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to 
an  act  approved  on  the  3d  March,  1819,  entitled 
'An  act  providing  for  the  correction  of  errors  in 
making  entries  of  land  at  the  land  offices;'"  also, 
to  provide  for  cases  of  lost  bounty  land  warrants. 
Re;id  and  committed. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  same, 
committee,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
O'Siris.     Read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  adverse 
reports  upon  the  petitions  of  John  Tucker  and 
Barbara  Lancaster.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  referred  Senate  bill  to  allow  further  time  for 
satisfying  claims  for  bounty  land  for  military  ser- 
vices in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  for 
other  purposes,  reported  the  same  with  an  amend- 
ment.    Read  ami  ctommittcd. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  referred  Senate  bill  confirming  former  sales 
l>y  the  Slate  of  Illinois  of  the  Ohio  Subine  reser- 
vations, and  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  residue  of 
such  reservations,  r(;|)()rted  the  same  back  to  the 
House  without  amendment.     Committed. 


Mr.  ROOT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  had  been  referred 
the  Senate  resolution  for  the  relief  of  David  Shaw 
and  Solomon  T.  Corser,  reported  the  same  back 
to  the  House,  with  an  amendment.     Committed. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported bills  to  establish  certain  post  routes;  anil  for 
the  relief  of  William  De  Buys,  late  postmaster  at 
New  Orleans.     Read  and  committed. 

Also,  an  adverse  rep  /rt  on  the  petition  of  Edwin 
Porter  &  Co.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  fiom  the  same  committee,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Resolveil,  Tliat  tlie  Committee  on  the  Jufliciary  be  in- 
struoiecl  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ameiuhiii;  the  act 
of  April  3'),  ntiO,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  Stales,"  so  as  to  piovide 
inure  efl'eitnally  for  the  punishment  of  depredations  cm  tlie 
mail,  and  of  extjndinijthe  limitation  for  the  eommencement 
of  indictments  or  iiiforination  lieyond  tlie  period  of  two 
years,  or  of  abiili<hin£!  the  same  altoirether;  and  that  the 
letter  of  James  Hutchinson,  postmaster  in  Giioriria,  refer- 
ring to  that  subject,  together  with  a  letter  of  the  Po.-lmaster 
General  to  the  eliairinan  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Ollice 
and  I'ost  Roads  of  the  7th  of  January  last,  be  referred  with 
tills  resolution  to  the  said  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Ml-.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  in  behalf  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Off.ce  and 
Post  Roads,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  William  De  Buys,  late  postmaster  at  New 
Orleans. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  adverse  reports 
on  the  petitions  of  Farley  D.  Thompson,  and  of 
merchants  and  citizens  of  Mobile,  Alabama.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  Senate 
bills  for  the  relief  of  Richard  S.  Coxe;  for  the  re- 
lief of  Milledge  Galphin,  executor  of  George  Gal- 
phin,  deceased;  and  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Bloss 
and  others,  reported  the  samewithout  amendment; 
which  billa  were  severally  committed. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE   SUPREME  COURT. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  en- 
titled "An  act  concerning  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,"  approved  June  17,  1844. 

Mr.  I.  said,  that  in  reporting  this  bill,  he  would 
offer  a  brief  explanation,  and  ask  either  that  it 
should  be  put  upon  its  passage,  if  there  were  no 
objection,  or,  if  objection  should  be  made  to  that 
course,  that  it  should  be  made  the  special  order  for 
an  early  day.  The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  relieve 
the  Supreme  Court  from  a  great  accumulation  of 
business.  Without  some  such  provision,  a  crying 
evil  will  be  without  a  remedy.  It  is  known  that 
the  judiciary  system  of  the  United  States,  although 
in  itself  a  good  one,  has  probably  been  outgrown 
by  the  great  expansiveness  of  the  country.  New 
States  have  come  in  rapid  succession  into  the 
Union.  The  prospect  of  multiplied  sovereignties 
in  the  future  is  as  striking  as  the  history  of  them 
in  the  past.  With  them  new  questions  arise,  and 
new  litigation  is  the  necessary  consequence.  Points 
are  presented  of  extreme  intricacy  as  well  as  nov- 
elty. Time  is  necessary  for  the  consideration  of 
them.  The  already  burdened  state  of  the  docket 
amounts  to  a  denial  of  justice.  Its  condition,  un- 
less speedily  relieved,  will  become  a  reproach,  not 
to  the  learned  court,  but  to  the  whole  country,  and 
especially  to  Congress,  which  alone  holds  in  its 
hand  the  power  of  present  relief,  and,  when  it 
shall  become  necessary,  of  eventual  remedy. 

In  1837  every  case'on  the  docket  was  called,  and 
all  but  twenty-nine  only  were  left  unargued.  Since 
that  time  there  has  been  a  state  of  accumulation 
which  has  defied  the  efforts  of  learning  and  ability. 
On  the  7th  of  January,  1848,  there  were  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-eight  cases  for  argument.  Of 
these  twenty-nine  have  been  decided;  seventeen 
have  been  argued  and  are  under  consideration; 
three  have  been  partly  argued,  and  will  be  taken 
up  again.  The  Court  at  this  moment  is  listening 
to  an  argument  in  No.  39.  The  session  will  close 
next  week,  and  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  further, 
proirress  will  be  made  in  the  docket. 

What  may  be  the  best  |icrmanent  system,  in  the 
event  of  a  change,  must  be  a  subject  of  grave 
consideration.  Fortunately  that  does  not  require 
immediate  action.  Different  plans  have  been  sug- 
gested. Considerable  difference  of  opinion  exists 
respecting  them.  It  is  surmised  that  even  upon 
the  bench  there  is  not  a  concurrence  of  opinion. 
All  that  is  now  required  can  now  be  done.  An 
entire  devotion  of  the  attention  of  the  court  to 
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their  appellate  duties  for  a  season  may  be  recon- 
ciled to  the  uninterrupted  progress  of  business  in 
the  circuits.  This  bill  contemplates  a  relief  of  the 
judu-es  from  circuit  court  duties  for  two  years.  It 
enables  them  to  give  all  their  labor  and  abilities  to 
the  accumulated  and  accumulating  business  of  the 
Supreme  Court. 

It  is  known  that  the  judges  are  already  relieved 
from  a  necessity  of  attending  alternate  sessions  in 
their  circuits.  No  sort  of  effect  has  been  produced 
by  this  provision,  which  has  existed  in  vain  for 
five  years.  Tiie  reason  for  its  failure  Is  obvious. 
The  annual  term  is  now  of  three  months'  duration. 
Probably  no  set  of  men  can  apply  all  the  energies 
©f  the  most  capacious  and  practised  intellects  unin- 
terruptedly to  such  great  and  responsible  duties  as 
are  here  involved  beyond  that  period;  an  occasional 
interval  of  i-est  or  of  study  and  reflection  is  indis- 
pensable. The  term  is  already  too  long;  attention 
and  energy,  however  vigorous  at  the  commence- 
ment, are  seen  to  flag  and  falter  towards  the  close. 
Let  them  adjourn  when  they  are  exhausted,  and 
let  them  meet  again  after  longer  or  shorter  inter- 
vals, prepared  to  devote  new  and  refreshed  spirits 
to  tiieir  iiigh  and  honorable  duties.  When  the 
loud  demands  of  the  country  shall  have  been  com- 
plied with,  and  the  wheels  of  justice  shall  no  longer 
be  clogged  and  virtually  arrested,  and  when,  be- 
sides, an  experiment  shall  have  been  fairly  made 
which  will  shed  useful  light  upon  inquiries  into  a 
proper  permanent  arrangement,  then  it-y^ill  be  time 
to  mature  a  system  which  may  last  for  ages. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
proposition  of  the  honorable  gentleman  at  the  head 
of  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  put  this  bill  upon 
its  immediate  passage,  and  would  therefore  move 
its  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  where  its  merits  could  be  inves- 
tigated, and  also  the  merits  of  a  substitute  for  it 
which  he  proposed  to  offer.  He  had  anticipated 
the  commg  in  of  this  bill,  and  had  a  substitute  at 
hand,  which  would  give  the  relief  sought  for  the 
court,  and  also  greatly  relieve  the  people,  particu- 
larly of  the  western  and  distant  States  from  the 
metropolis.  This  was  an  important  bill,  and  re- 
quired the  calmest  deliberation.  It  was  a  question 
of  separating  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  for- 
ever from  the  people,  and  giving  them  a  permanent 
residehce  here.  He  said  forever;  for,  though  the 
bill  proposed  a  temporary  separation,  he  regarded 
it  as  the  foundation  for  future  action  in  making-  it 
permanent.  He  presumed  there  was  not  a  gentle- 
man within  the  sound  of  his  voice  who  believed 
that  if  we  passed  this  bill  that  we  would  ever  see 
a  supreme  judge  upon  the  circuits  again.  We  had 
to  treat  the  proposition  as  one  proposing  a  j)erpet- 
ual  separation  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
from  their  circuits,  and  gentlemen  deceived  them- 
selves who  looked  upon  it  in  any  other  light. 
And  this  (said  Mr.  B.)  is  proposed  to  be  done 
with  a  view  of  enabling  the  Supreme  Court  to  get 
up  with  their  docket.  If  there  were  not  other  and 
multiplied  objections  to  the  plan,  he  would  ask 
whether  it  was  likely  to  accomplish  the  proposed 
object.  He,  for  one,  believed  it  would  not.  The 
natural  effect  of  leaving  the  jui-isdiction  of  the  cir- 
cuits in  the  district  judges  would  be,  in  his  opinion, 
to  lessen  the  confidence  of  suitors  in  the  decisions 
of  the  courts  and  multiply  appeals.  And  what,  he 
asked,  would  be  the  effect  of  such  a  system  pro- 
posing such  results  upon  the  people  remotely  situ- 
ated from  the  Capitol,  where  it  was  no  trifling 
matter  to  be  following  up  appeals.'  It  was  simply 
(consulting  the  ease  and  comfort  of  the  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court)  to  give  suitors  the  privilege  at 
such  a  cost  as  amounted  to  a  denial  of  justice. 
The  whole  plan,  in  his  opinion,  would  increase  the 
very  evil  it  was  proposed  to  remedy,  by  greatly 
enlarging  the  docket  of  the  Supreme  Court.  But 
there  were  other  objections  to  the  system  besides 
merely  consulting  the  ease  of  the  judges  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  people.  He,  for  one,  was  not  prepared 
to  remove  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  forever 
from  the  States  and  the  people,  and  give  them  a 
permanent  residence  here. 

But  he  had  not  risen  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
bill,  but  simply  to'remind  the  House,  that  though 
this  bill  upon  its  face  was  special  and  temporary 
in  its  character,  yet  it  was  destined  to  work  a  rad- 
ical change  in  the  whole  judicial  system  of  this 
country,  and  ought  to  be  referred  and  thoroughly 
investigated.  If  it  was  so  referred,  and  an  oppor- 
tunity was  presented,  he  would  take  occasion  to 
manifest  his  opposition  to  the  scheme.    All  he  now 


asked  was,  that  it  be  referred,  together  with  the 
substitute,  and  that  both  be  printed,  in  order  that 
the  House  might  be  able  to  judge  between  the  two 
systems. 

In  this  substitute  he  proposed  a  remedy  for  the 
evil  complained  of,  which  he  believed  would  be 
efficient,  would  be  chea]ier  to  the  people, and  would 
add  no  additional  burdens  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
The  substitute  contemplated,  as  did  the  bill,  that 
the  district  judges,  in  the  first  instance,  should  have 
jurisdiction  the  same  as  the  circuit  courts  now 
have.  It  also  contemplated  an  intermediate  tribu- 
nal in  each  circuit  as  a  court  of  appeals  and  errors, 
in  the  first  instance,  which  was  to  be  composed  of 
the  district  judges  of  the  circuit  court,  and  one 
judge  from  the  Supreme  Court;  that  from  the  de- 
cision of  this  intermediate  tribunal  an  appeal  and 
writ  of  error  lay,  in  the  last  resort,  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  except  in  cases  of  minor  importance,  and 
where  no  constitutional  question  should  arise. 

This  was  a  brief  sketch  of  the  plan  of  the  sub- 
stitute, which  was  to  carry  justice  nearer  to  the 
people,  not  to  remove  it  farther  from  them,  for  the 
convenience  or  ease  of  any  man  or  set  of  men. 
These  courts  would  be  composed  of  four  or  five 
judges — enough  to  give  confidence  in  their  decis- 
ions— and  lessen  the  chances  of  appealing  to  the 
court  of  final  resort.  And  what  effect  would  that 
have  upon  the  remote  States  of  this  Confederacy? 
Would  it  not  tend  to  settle  the  great  body  of  their 
cases  near  home,  and  at  a  trifling  expense  com- 
pared with  the  costs  of  prosecuting  an  appeal  up 
here.  No  man  could  doubt  that  this  system  would 
greatly  lessen  the  number  of  appeals  that  would 
come  to  the  court  of  last  resort.  This,  then,  pre- 
sents a  perfect  remedy  for  the  evil,  brings  justice 
nearer  to  the  people  without  imposing  unnecessary 
burdens  upon  the  judges.  The  bill  contemplates 
alone  the  ease  of  the  judges,  at  an  enormous  ex- 
pense to  the  people,  at  a  great  distance;  the  sub- 
stitute contemplates  cheap  and  convenient  justice 
to  the  people,  at  a  very  moderate  expenditure  of 
labor  to  the  judges — indeed,  a  decrease  of  labor 
compared  with  the  present  system. 

But  all  he  (Mr.  B.)  asked  for  the  present  was, 
that  the  Flouse  would  not  hastily  pass  a  bill  work- 
ing a  perfect  and  expensive  revolution  of  the  whole 
judicial  system,  without  deliberation,  without  con- 
sideration. Let  the  whole  matter  be  referred,  and 
take  the  usual  course;  let  the  bill  and  substitute 
be  printed,  that  the  House  might  see  both  plans, 
and  choose  between  them.  This  was  all  he  asked; 
and,  in  view  of  the  importance  of  the  measures,  he 
had  a  right  to  expect  it  would  be  accorded. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  moving  the  reference  of 
the  bill  and  his  proposed  substitute  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
their  printing. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  inquired  of  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  whether,  by  his  bill,  he  intended 
any  present  relief  for  the  accumulation  of  business 
now  on  the  docket  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which 
was  the  main  object  which  he  had  in  view  in  his 
bill.  The  business  of  that  court  was  now  greatly 
in  arrears,  and  would  go  on  accumulating  in  a  ge- 
ometrical ratio  for  some  years  to  come,  unless 
some  immediate  relief  were  provided.  He  did  not 
understand  that  there  was  any  provision  in  the 
gentleman's  substitute  for  the  present  relief  of  the 
Supreme  Court  in  the  accumulation  of  business. 
He  would  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  having  the  gen- 
tleman's alteration  printed  and  brought  forward  for 
consideration;  but  he  should  certainly  object  to  its 
being  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  for  Vi^hich  there  was  no 
reason,  as  it  contained  no  appropriation.  He 
therefore  hoped  it  would  be  made  the  special  order 
of  the  day  for  a  day  certain,  and  a  day  near  at  hand. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  that  if  he  made  a  motion  to  post- 
pone to  a  day  certain,  it  would  take  precedence  of 
the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  then  proposed  that  it  be 
made  the  special  order  for  a  certain  day,  but  was 
informed  by  the  Speaker  that  the  motion  would 
not  be  in  order,  except  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  it  was  a  very  imf)ortant  bill, 
and  should  be  acted  on  with  as  little  delay  as  pos- 
sible, as  the  Supreme  Court  would  adjourn  in  the 
course  often  or  twelve  days. 

It  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Vinton  and  others  to 
make  it  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  next  Tues- 
day, by  general  consent. 


But  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  and  others  ob- 
ected. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said  the  bill  was  of  the  utmost 
importance;  and  referring  it  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  was  equiva- 
lent to  rejecting  it.  If  it  was  to  be  passed  at  all, 
it  ought  to  be  passed  now,  or  speedily;  and  if  the 
gentleman  from  Mi.ssouri  and  other  gentlemen  hav- 
ing diff'erent  views  as  to  the  form  in  which  it  should 
be  passed,  would  consent  to  make  it  the  special 
order  of  the  day,  there  could  be  no  objection.  Let 
the  gentleman's  proposition  be  printed,  and  let  the 
whole  matter  come  up  soon. 
_  The  question  being  first  on  Mr.  Bowlin's  mo- 
tion to  refer,  it  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  then  moved  his  substitute  as  an 
amendment,  and  moved  the  pi'inting  of  the  bill  and 
amendment,  and  the  postponement  of  the  subject, 
to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  said,  he  had  no  objec- ^ 
tion  to  the  priming  of  the  substitute,  and  that  both 
the  bill  and  the  proposed  amendment  should  be 
subject  to  reflection  and  brought  up  at  an  early  day 
together. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Fuller.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  DIXON,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed bills  for  the  relief  of  Susan  C.  Randall  and  for 
the  relief  of  Frangois  Cazeau;  v/hich  bills  were 
read  and  committed. 

Mr.  ASHMUN,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  had  been  referred  Senate  bill  entitled  "An 
act  to  make  attachments  which  are  made  under 
process  issuing  from  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
conform  to  the  laws  regulating  such  attachments  in 
the  courts  of  the  States,"  reported  the  same  with 
sundry  amendments. 

The  amendments  were  read,  and  severally  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  had  been  referred  Senate  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mr.  Capella,  administrator  of  Andrew  Capella, 
deceased,  and  for  the  relief  of  John  Capo,  and  for 
the  relief  of  Elijah  Petty  and  Hannah  Petty,  his 
wife,  heirs  of  John  Beardon,  deceased,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  YINTON  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union.     Lost. 

Mr.  BOWDON,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  Colonel  David  Hopkins.  Read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth 
Converse.     Read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  an  adverse  re- 
port upon  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Susannah  and 
George  Stewart.     Laid  on' the  table. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Cappel;  which  was  read  three  times,  pass- 
ed, and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  BARRINGER,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill 
authorizing  persons  to  whom  reservations  of  land 
have  been  made,  under  certain  Indian  treaties,  to 
alienate  the  same  in  fee,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Aftersome  desultory  discussion  by  Messrs.  BAR- 
R[NGER,CATHCART,  CUMMINS, THOMP- 
SON of  Indiana,  WENTWORTH,  and  others, 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BARRINGER,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  joint  resolution  of 
the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Betsy  Mcintosh,  re- 
ported the  same  with  an  amendment;  which  was 
read  and  agreed  to. 

The  joint  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  read 
a  third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole*on  the  State  of  the  Union.     Lost. 

Mr.  BUCKNER,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  Talbot  and  others,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment.     Committed. 
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Mr.  MARVIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affaiis,  to  wliich  had  been  referred  Senate 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  L.  Dell,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment.     Committed. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  AtTiur-s,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  pay 
and  emoluments  of  the  professors  in  the  Naval 
School  and  in  the  National  Observatory.  Read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  STANTON,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
wliich  had  been  referred  Senate  bill  to  enable  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  treasury  to  audit  and 
settle  the  accounts  of  certain  acting  officers  therein 
mentioned,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House 
with  amendments.  Tbe  bill  and  amendments  were 
committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  an  adverse  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  Uriah  Brown.  Laid  on 
the-<able. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
•led  bills  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  A  p  Caiesliy  Jones, 
and  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  C.  Armstrong;  which 
bills  were  severally  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  John  Percival. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Mas.sachusetts,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Territories,  reported  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: 

liesolicd,  That  the  Jioconipanying  report  of  Lieutenant 
Neil  M.  Hnwi.soii,  of  the  UiiitL-d  States  navy,  to  the  com- 
mander of  tlie  Pacilie  squadron,  being  the  result  of  an  ex- 
amination in  the  year  18-IG  of  the  coasts,  liaibors,  rivers, 
soil,  productions,  climate,  and  population  of  the  Territory 
of  OrcEon,  bo  priiiird  for  tlie  use  of  the  House. 

Resolved,  That  ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  same  be 
printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CONGER,  the  motion  to 
print  an  extra  number  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing. 

The  first  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COCKE,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions,  to  which  was  referred  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  January  17,  instructing  them 
to  inquire  into  theexpediency  of  granting  to  widows 
who  were  married  to  revolutionary  officers  or  sol- 
diers prior  to  1812  all  the  benefits  of  the  acts  passed 
for  the  benefit  of  those  widows  married  prior  to 
]794,  made  a  report  tliereon,  accompanied  by  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union: 

Resolved,  Tliat  it  is  inexpedient  to  extend  tlie  pension 
fysteui  to  su(  h  widows  of  llie  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Revolution  as  were  married  subsequent  to  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1794. 

Mr.  COCKE  also  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  a  resolution  which  passed  this  House  on  a 
forjui  r  day  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  requiring  the 
(■ornnii>>ioner  of  Pensions  to  deliver  to  tlie  members  of  this 
House  the  original  papers  in  any  ease  pending  in  his  office, 
upon  giving  a  receipt  for  the  same,  be  and  the  same  is  here- 
by rescinded. 

Mr.  COCKE,  by  general  consent,  introduced  a 
bill,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been  given,  re- 
pcalin';:  so  much  of  the  first  section  of  an  act  enti- 
tled "  An  act  su|iplemental  to  an  act  entitled  'An 
act  providing  for  the  jn-osecutiou  of  the  existing 
■  war  between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of 

Mexico,'  and  for  other  purpo.ses,"  approved , 

]846,  as  authorizes  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  when  the  war  with  Mexico  shall  be  termi- 
nated by  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  to  select  from 
the  brigadierand  majorgenerals  then  in  service  the 
number  to  be  re.tained,  without  regard  to  the  date 
of  their  commissions.     Read  and  referred. 

Mr.  CU.MMINS,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions,  made  adverse  reports  on  the 
petitions  of  the  widow  of  Jonathan  Weightman; 
the  widow  of  William  Wrig-ht;  of  Hannah  Weight- 
man,  formerly  widow  of  John  Hurt;  and  Sarah 
Miles,  widow  of  Wm.  Miles.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  S.  LAWRENCE,  froin  the  same  commit- 
tee, made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Sam- 
uel liMtchinson.      Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  S.  LAWRENCE  also,  on  behalf  of  the  mi- 
nority of  liie  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Peii- 
Bion.s,  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 

The  fiue.stion  buin;;  on  granting  leave,  a  discus- 
BJon  aro.se,  in  which  .Vlcssrs.  MOLMlvS,  of  South 
Carolina,  Rl  I  ETT,  C.J.  INGER.SOLL, S.LAW- 
RENCE, COCKE,  and  others  participated. 

Before  the  question  was  put,  Mr.  S.  LAW- 
RENCE withdrew  his  apjilication  lor  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill. 

Mr.  FREEDLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 


olutionary Pensions,  reported  bills  for  the  relief  of 
H.  Carrnigton,  ex6cutor  of  Paulina  Le  Grand,  de- 
ceased; and  (or  the  relief  of  Anna  Giriffin.  Read 
and  conimitted. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  adverse  reports 
on  tiie  petitions  of  John  Morrison  and  Elizabeth 
Pool,  deceased.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STRONG,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Tabitha  Tem- 
ple, of  ClarindaMix,  ol  Agney  Clark,  and  of  Jane 
Lynn.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DONNELL,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Mary  M.  Foot, 
of  Lucy  Wright,  and  of  Elizabeili  Martin.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  S.  LAWRENCE,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Morrison, 
and  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Ruth  Hallenbeck; 
which  bills  were  severally  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  SILVESTER,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of  John 
Gorman.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  to  which  had  been  referred  Senate  bill 
to  extend  the  provisions  of  existing  pension  laws 
to  enlisted  men  of  the  ordnance  corps  of  the  United 
Stales  army,  reported  the  same.     Committed. 

Also,  iVoni  the  same  committee,  reported  bills 
for  the  relief  of  William  Butler,  and  for  the  relief 
of  Artemas  Conant;  which  bills  were  severally 
read  and  committed. 

Mr.  W.  T.  LAWRENCE,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Wash- 
ington Jackson;  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Gray;  for 
the  relief  of  James  Fugate;  and  for  the  relief  of 
Lizur  B.  Canfield;  which  bills  were  severally  read 
and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  adverse 
reports  upon  the  petitions  of  Aquila  Goodwin,  of 
Alexander  McDonald,  and  of  Alexander  McEwen. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ECKERT,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Reynolds. 

Mr.  WILEY,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed bills  for  the  relief  of  John  Hibbert;  for  the  relief 
o;  Daniel  H.  Warren;  for  the  relief  of  John  Camp- 
bell; and  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Shiflet;  which 
bills  were  severally  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Virginia,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  Lewis 
Hastings,  and  for  the  relief  of  Skelton  Felton; 
which  bills  were  severally  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  KENNON,  from  the  Comt«ittee  of  Ac- 
counts, made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  resolution 
of  the  House  relative  to  extra  compensation  to 
John  Lee.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FAPiRELLY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pat- 
ents, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  H. 
Holmes.     Read  and  committed. 

ADDITIONAL  EXAMINERS  OF  PATENTS. 

Mr.  FARRELLY  reported  Senate  bill,  to  pro- 
vide additional  examiners  in  the  Patent  Office, 
which  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pa- 
tents, with  amendments. 

Mr.  FARRELLY,  in  explanation  of  the  bill, 
repeated  what  he  had  stated  when  the  bill  was 
before  under  consideration,  that  the  business  of 
the  Patent  Office  v^as  some  eight  months  in  arrear, 
and  that  there  was  a  pressing  necessity  for  the 
passage  of  the  bill. 

He  explained  the  several  amendments  which 
the  Committee  on  Patents  proposed. 

In  reference  to  the  principal  one,  he  said  the  bill 
proposed  to  fix  the  salary  of  the  principal  exami- 
ner at  ^2,500,  and  of  the  assistant  examiners  at 
^1,500.  The  office  of  principal  examiner  was  one 
wliich  required  scientific  attainments,  and  partook 
of  the  nature  of  a  judicial  office.  It  was  the  duty 
of  the  examiner  to  decide  upon  the  various  appli- 
cations made  for  patents.  Compared  with  the 
salaries  of  other  scientific  officers  of  a  like  grade, 
^2,500  was  a  small  salary.  The  expenses  of  the 
office  were  paid  entirely  out  of  the  patent  fund,  and 
were  no  charge  on  the  treasury.  The  |ietitioners— 
the  inventors — asked  thaX  the  salary  of  the  princi- 
pal examiner  should  be  made  ^3,000;  but  the  com- 
mittee, with,a  view  of  economiaing  as  far  as  jios- 
sil)le,  fixed  it  at  #2,500. 

The  amendments  of  the  Committee  on  Patents 
were  rend  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tenne.ssee,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  reducing  the  amount  of  salaries  as  pro- 
vided by 'the  bill  from  <|,2,500  to  #2,000. 


Mr.  J.  briefly  advocated  his  amendment.  The 
reduction  which  he  proposed  might  seem  like  a 
very  small  sum;  yet  now,  with  an  empty  treasury, 
with  a  war  on  our  hands,  and  while  we  were 
obliged  to  borrow  money,  was  no  time  to  increase 
salaries.  It  had  been  staled,  when  the  subject  was 
before  under  consideration,  as  an  argument  for  the 
increase  of  these  salaries,  that  there  was  a  large 
patent  fund  on  hand,  and  that  the  expenses  of  the 
office  were  paid  out  of  it.  He  had  at  that  time 
questioned  tiie  fact;  and  it  now  a]ipeared  that  it 
was  not  so;  that  instead,  the  office  was,  in  fact,  in 
debt  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars.  He  saw 
no  necessitj'  for  this  increase  of  salary;  bethought 
competent  men  could  be  obtained  to  perform  these 
duties  for  the  compensation  he  proposed;  and  they 
should  economize  in  every  proper  way  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Government. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  concurred  in  the  view  of  Mr. 
Johnson,  and  wished  the  gentleman  would  carry 
his  amendment  further,  and  bring  down  the  salary 
to  the  present  salary,  $1,500.  He  held  it  was 
totall)''  unnecessary  to  pay  a  salary  of  j»2,500  to 
these  examiners.  It  was  as  much  as  the  judges 
and  the  most  important  and  honorable  State  offi- 
cers received.  The  services  of  an  examiner  had 
always  been  obtained  for  #1,500.  The  increase 
proposed  was  an  unnecessary  and  profligate  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money,  and  he  wished  the 
attention  of  Congre^  could  be  brought  to  it.  This 
was  no  tin»e  for  the  increase  of  salaries,  when  the 
Government  was  in  want  of  all  the  revenues  it 
could  raise,  and  vastly  more. 

As  to  the  justification  which  had  been  brought 
forward,  that  there  was  a  patent  fund  out  of  which 
these  salaries  and  other  expenses  were  paid,  so  as 
not  to  become  a  charge  upon  the  treasury,  it  was 
all  ideal:  the  department  was  indebted  to  the  Gov- 
ernment hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars.  To  be 
sure,  a  fund  could  be  kept  on  hand  by  the  Gov- 
ernment paying  all  the  expenses  of  the  office,  and 
its  retaining  all  its  receipts.  But,  in  fact,  the  ofiice 
was  largely  in  debt,  and  these  salaries  were  paid 
out  of  the  public  treasury,  and  he  held  that  they 
were  sufficient. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  obtained  the  floor; 
but  yielded,  to  give 

Mr.  A.  JOHNSON  an  opportunity  to  modify 
his  amendment,  in  compliance  with  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Toombs.  He  reduced  the  salary,  as  pro- 
posed by  it,  to  #1,500. 

Mr.  KING,  resuming  the  floor,  opposed  the 
amendment,  'and  advocated  the  bill  as  presented 
by  the  committee.  There  was  on  hand,  he  said, 
a  large  reserved  patent  fund,  which  had  resulted 
from  the  payments  by  inventors;  and  every  man 
who  contributed  to  this  fund  was  entitled  to  speedy 
justice,  in  having  his  application  for  a  patent 
passed  upon  without  unreasonable  delay.  At  the 
time  when  this  salary  of  #1,500  was  fixed  by  law, 
there  were  something  like  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
cases  presented  annually;  now  there  were  more 
than  fifteen  hundred;  so  that,  if  two  examiners 
were  necessary  then,  four  were  equally  necessary 
now.  But  the  business  of  the  office  had  accumu- 
lated in  greater  proportion  than  the  increase  of  the 
number  of  cases. 

The  duties  of  the  examiner  of  the  Patent  Office 
were  much  more  important,  and  required  a  greater 
amount  of  experience  and  scientific  attainments  for 
their  proper  discharge,  than  those  of  any  clerkship 
under  jhe  Government.  They  might  compare 
favorably  with  the  duties  of  the  judges  of  our 
highest  courts.  There  was  not  in  any  department 
of  the  Government  an  officer  of  whom  so  much 
was  required,  nor  who  was  so  poorly  paid.  He 
mentioned  the  assistants  of  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Coast  Survey,  and  the  officers  employed  m  the 
United  Slates  Mint,  as  oflicers  receiving  much 
lai-ger  salaries,  but  whose  duties  were  far  less 
arduous  and  important. 

The  very  money  paid  to  the  examiners  of  the 
Patent  Office  was  placed  there  by  the  inventors, 
who  came  and  asked  their  applications  to  be  ex- 
amined,who  asked  speedy  justice,  and  who  should 
not  be  obliged  to  wait  eiglit  or  ten  months  before 
their  case  could  be  reached.  The  officers  placed  there 
should  he  competent  men,  and  salaries  a(le(|uate  to 
procure  the  services  of  such  men  should  be  paid. 
Was  it  not  within  the  knowledge  of  this  House 
that  the  principle  examiner  had  left  his  ofiice,  not 
because  his  duties  were  not  congenial  to  his  taste, 
but  because  he  was  so  poorly  jiaid;  and  he  was 
now  receiving,  in  a  nsighboring  city,  a  salary  of 
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$.5,000  for  much  less  duties  ?  We  could  not  expect 
to  procure  the  services  of  auy  man  of  requisite 
qualifications  for  >f[il,500.  Justice  to  this  department 
of  the  Government,  justice  to  the  men  employed 
in  it,  and  more  than  all,  justice  to  the  inventors, 
who  were  doing  so  much  in  scientific  investigation 
for  the  character  of  this  country,  required  that  the 
proposed  increase  should  be  made.  Tlie  commit- 
had  reported  it  unanimously. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  referred  to  an  instance 
of  an  inventor  (whose  case  had  been  brought  to 
his  attention  by  letter)  who  had  been  obliged  to 
leave  the  city,  and  would  have  to  wait  for  months 
before  his  application  could  be  passed  upon.  That 
was  a  public  grievance,  and  a  public  grievance  that 
ought  to  be  remedied.  There  was  no  more  inter- 
esting property — no  property  in  lands,  stocks, 
moneys,  that  was  more  iiiteresting  or  more  deser- 
ving of  jiublic  attention  than  this  property  of  intel- 
lect. He  referred  to  the  cotton  gin,  an  invention 
made  in  the  State  of  the  gentleman  who  opposed 
this  bill — in  Georgia. 

[A  voice:  No,  it  was  invented  in  Connecticut.] 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  No,  in  Georgia.  Mr. 
Whitney,  the  inventor,  was  born  in  Connecticut, 
but  was  living  at  the  time  of  the  invention  in 
Georgia. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  (Mr.  I.  yielding)  said   that  the 
number  of  exami)iers  was  not  affected  by  the  pro- 
posed amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see,  [Mr.  Johnson.]      It  was  the  compensation  ' 
alone  which  that  proposition  touched. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL,  (continuing.)  Yes,  I  un- 
derstand it.  It  does  reach  the  number,  because 
you  take  from  these  examiners  the  compensation, 
and  you  will  not  get  them. 

He  further  proceeded  to  speak  of  this  highly 
interesting  property,  this  intellectual  property, 
which,  for  the  first  time  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  had  been  put  on  something  like  a  respect- 
able footing,  and  of  the  many  interesting  and  im- 
portant men  who  had  been  brought  to  beggary  and 
to  the  grave  by  the  vexation,  litigation,  and  delay, 
in  passing  upon  their  inventions.  He  was  for 
doing  something  for  these  people.  He  knew  that 
this  was  a  subject  that  required  the  greatest  public 
attention,  and  he  must  totally  dissent  from  the 
views  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Toombs,]  for  whom  he  had  a  great  respect. 
He  denied  that  the  standard  v/hich  tiie  gentleman 
had  assumed,  of  State  salaries,  was  any  criterion 
of  what  salaries  should  be  in  this  city,  with  all  the 
expenses,  uncertainty,  and  unfavorable  circum- 
stances attending  these  situations. 

Fle  voted  for  the  highest  compensation  here  on 
the  principle  that  he  believed  it  was  the  cheapest; 
that  it  was  true  economy.  They  had  undertaken, 
at  the  last  session,  to  cheapen  their  public  printing. 
What  was  the  consequence?  Every  member  was 
entitled,  as  he  was  told  by  some  of  the  younger 
members  who  had  ciphered  it  out,  to  sixty-five 
copies  of  the  President's  message  and  accompany- 
ing documents.  Well,  after  three  months  he  had 
got  thirteen,  where  he  should  have  had  sixty-five. 
He  did  not  wish  to  speak  unkindly  of  anybody  he 
did  not  know.  He  only  wished  to  say  that  this 
eternal  system  of  cheapening  in  small  matters  was 
a  poor  policy,  and  generally  proved  the  most  ex- 
pensive. He  was  an  economist  on  large  occasions; 
and  he  thought  a  great  deal  of  public  money  might 
be  saved;  but  this  cutting  down  of  a  salary  from 
$2,500  to  1,2,000  did  not  answer  the  purpose— did 
not  result  in  any  good. 

Fie  recurred  to  the  importance  and  interest  of 
this  species  of  property — the  property  of  intellect 
and  genius — that  which  shed  lustre  upon  the 
'American  name  in  distant  climes,  and  to  the  neces- 
sity of  having  it  fully  protected.  To  this  end 
competent  examiners  were  necessary,  and  they 
should  be  paid  an  adequate  salary.  Ho  thought 
the  salary  proposed  by  this  bill  was  not  too  high, 
and  that  it  was  the  be.-jt  economy. 

Mr.  HENLEY  remarked,  that  he  rarely  if  ever 
)iad  differed  from  his  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
A.  Johnson]  on  a  question  of  retrenchment;  but 
he  was  compelled  to  do  so  at  this  time,  and  to  go 
for  the  bill   of  the  committee,  from  Iho  manifest 
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justice  of  the  case.  It  was  his  ambition  as  a  legis- 
lator to  be  considered  an  economist;  and  for  this 
reason  he  wished  to  explain  why  he  went  in  this 
case  for  what  might  be  called  a  high  salary. 

Fifteen  hundred  dollars,  it  was  said,  was  a  com- 
pensatif)n  large  enough  for  this  Examiner  of  the 
Patent  Ofiice.  He  read  from  a  list  of  the  salaries 
of  the  assistants  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Coast 
Survey,  and  of  officers  in  the  United  States  Mint, 
ranging  from  ^2,000  to  ^3,500,  and  said  the  duties 
of  none  of  those  were  equal  in  importance  to  those 
of  this  officer.  As  had  properly  been  said,  he  had 
to  pass  upon  the  applications  for  the  renewal  of 
patents,  an  error  in  the  decision  upon  which  fre- 
quently gave  rise  to  long  and  expensive  law.3uits, 
as  a  consequence  curtailing  tlie  advance  of  scientific 
inventions  in  the  community.  Vv''as  it  not  better 
in  every  view — more  economical,  more  just  both 
to  inventors  and  to  the  public,  to  give  sufficient 
salaries  to  have  the  duties  correctly  performed  in 
the  first  instance? 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Georgia  said 
^1,500  was  a  sufficient  compensation  for  the  exer- 
cise of  the  kind  of  attainments  required  in  these 
examiners.  Why,  had  the  honorable  gentleman 
examined  thescientificacquirements  necessary  even 
in  one  branch  of  their  business  ?  Mr.  H.  ventured 
to  say,  without  intending  the  least  disrespect  to  the 
gentleman,  that  in  three  months  he  could  not  make 
himself  capable  of  deciding  upon  the  application 
for  a  patent  for  a  churn  or  a  washing  machine, 
much  less  of  acting  upon  the  applications  for  im- 
provements of  the  steam-engine,  or  of  the  cotton- 
gin,  which  had  done  so  much  for  the  gentleman's 
State.  Would  the  gentleman  undertake  to  say  how 
long  it  would  take  to  educate  himself  so  as  to  be 
competent  to  decide  upon  even  the  simplest  of  these 
applications  ? 

Mr.  TOOMP.S  said  he  did  not  think  he  could 
learn  to  shoe  a  horse  in  three  years  ;  but  that  was 
not  a  reason  v/hy  he  should  pay  §500  for  it. 

Mr.  HENLEY.  Well,  it  might  take  the  gen- 
tleman three  years  to  learn  the  blacksmithing  trade. 
Then,  if  to  learn  a  mere  mechanical  operation 
would  require  three  years,  how  long  would  it  take 
him  to  qualify  himself  to  pass  upon  extremely 
complicated  and  difficult  cases,  wherein  not  only 
the  science  of  blacksmithing  generally,  but  of  en- 
ginery, and  a  great  number  of  scietices  which  had 
been  introduced  in  this  progressive  age,  were  in- 
volved, and  in  which  thousands  and  millions  of 
dollars  were  involved  also?  And  when  he  had 
qualified  himself  for  this  duty,  would  he  agree  to 
serve  this  department  for  ^1,500  a  year?  An  ac- 
quaintance not  with  one,  but  afiimiliarity  with  the 
whole  circle  of  sciences  was  necessary  for  a  com- 
petent examiner  in  that  office.  He  ought  to  be  a 
perfect  walking-encyclopedia;  he  ought  to  have  a 
familiarknowledge  with  the  whole  circle  of  sciences, 
and  with  all  the  inventions  ever  made  in  all  coun- 
tries; not,  when  the  application  came,  to  go  and 
search  through  his  encyclopedia  to  see  whether  such 
a  thinghad  ever  before  been  introduced  in  the  known 
world,  and  educate  himself  with  reference  to  the 
case,  but  to  be  ready  at  once  to  point  to  all  the  in- 
ventions ever  made  of  a  similar  character — whether 
the  application  was  for  a  patent,  for  a  churn,  or  a 
plough,  or  for  any  of  the  important  improvements 
of  our  age. 

The  gentleman  from  Tenneesee  told  them  that 
the  Patent  Office  building  had  cost  the  Government 
three  or  four  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Why, 
did  the  gentleman  mean  to  place  the  great  benefits 
that  society  had  derived  from  the  inventions  that 
had  been  introduced  into  use  in  this  country  in 
consequence  of  the  Patent  Oflice  in  the  scale  against 
dollars  and  cents?  Would  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  or  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  attempt 
to  estimate  the  incalculable  benefits  derived  from 
the  great  inventions  of  Whitney,  and  Fulton,  and 
Morse?  Would  they  speak  about  the  Patent 
Office  and  the  patent  system,  which  had  encour- 
aged these  and  other  stupendous  achievements  of 
science  and  inventive  genius  which  went  so  far  to 
distinguish  our  age  from  all  that  luvd  preceded  it, 
being  in  debt  to  the  Government? 

These  wore   the   rea.sons  why,  in   this  case,  he 


voted  for  what  was  called  a  high  salary;  but  un- 
justly so,  he  thought.  The  compensation  pro- 
]iosed  was  necessary  to  command  the  services  of 
competent  men,  and  it  was  paid  out  of  the  patent 
fund,  which  was  received  from  inventors,  whose 
claims  public  justice,  as  well  as  justice  to  them- 
selves individually,  demanded  should  be  passed 
upon  with  as  little  delay  and  upon  as  enlightened 
and  correct  principles  as  possible. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  inquired  whether,  if 
the  House  were  to  adjourn  now,  the  bill  would  be 
the  first  business  in  order  to-morrow  morning? 

The  SPEAKEPi.  stated  that  the  first  business  in 
order  in  the  morning  wovdd  be  the  continuation  of 
I  the  calls  on  conmiittees  for  reports,  and  that  he 
would  commence  at  the  committee  where  the  call 
was  suspended  to-day;  and,  as  this  was  a  report 
from  a  committee,  it  would  be  the  first  subject  in 
order. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  C.  J.  INGER- 
SOLL, the  Plouse  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred : 

By  Ml.  SHEPPERD  :  The  memori.i!  of  rlie  Yearly  Meet- 
ing ol  the  Sncicty  of  Friends  in  North  Carolina,  remon- 
strating against  war,  as  opposed  to  the  true  principles  of 
Christianity,  ami  praving  Congress  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  may  lead  m  a  spt-i'dy  restoration  of  peace  between  our 
own  Govfrnineiit  and  that  of  the  Repulilic  of  Mexico. 

By  Mr.  STEWART,  of  Penn.-ylvania:  The  petition  of 
John  McAllist>-r,  for  compensation  for  carrving  tlie  mail. 

By  Mr.  TWEEDY:  Tlie  petition  of  O.  F.  Donn  and  140 
others,  citizens  of  Souihport,  Wisconsin,  praying  for  an  ad- 
ditional appropriation  for  the  completion  of  the  haibor  at 
that  place. 

By  Mr.  GRINNELL:  Tlie  petitions  of  William  Whitman 
and  others,  against  the  patent  granted  to  William  W.  Wood- 
worth,  adminislratoV  of  Wm.  Woodworth  ;  of  Griuncll,  Min- 
tiirn,  &  Co.,  and  others,  for  the  improvement  of  passenger 
vessels  so  as  to  prevent  ship  fever;  and  of  Atkins  Dyer,  for 
return  of  tonnaire  duty  paid  bv  him. 

By  Mr.  SHERRILL  :  The  remonstrance  of  J.  L.  Bloomer 
and  41  others,  citizens  and  farmers  of  tUster  county,  New 
York,  aiaiiist  the  passage  of  any  law  reviving  and  continu- 
ing the  patent  of  Jethro  Wood  for  a  cast-iron  plougli.  Also, 
the  petition  of  Leviinis  Monson  and  others,  citizens  of  Del- 
aware county.  New  York,  praying  lor  a  reduction  of  postage. 

By  Mr.  CONGER:  The  remonstrance  of  421  citizens  and 
farmers  of  Cortlaiiil  county.  New  York,  against  the  further 
extension  of  the  patent  of  Jetliro  Wood. 

By  ;\ir.  BRAiJY:  Tlie  petition  of  Edward  Arm.or  for  an 
increase  of  his  pension. 

By  Mr.  REYNOLD.? :  The  petition  of  679  citizens  of 
Troy,  New  York,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  autho- 
rizing the  transmission  of  newspapers  and  otiier  publications 
through  the  mails  at  reduced  rates  of  postage,  or  free.  Also, 
the  petition  of  Almy  Tifft,  for  compensation  lor  her  father's 
services  in  the  Revolution.  Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of 
Rensselaer  county,  New  York,  against  the  renewal  of  Jethro 
Wood's  patent  for  the  cast-iron  plough. 

By  Mr.  ST.  JOHN:  The  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Colll- 
koon,  Sullivan  coutUy,  New  York,  for  a  jiost  route  from 
Fosterdale  to  Rockland,  in  Sullivan  county.  Also,  the  re- 
nienstiance  of  E.  P.  Wheeler  and  other  citizens  of  Orange 
county,  New  York,  against  the  renewal  or  extension  of  iho 
patent  to  Jetliro  Wood  for  a  east-iron  plough. 

liyMr.  DUER:  The  remonstrance  of  sundry  farmers  in 
Wayne  county.  New  York, against  the  renewal  of  the  patent 
for  jethro  Wooil's  plough. 

By  Mr.  SCHENCK  :''l'he  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Montgomery  comity,  Oliio,  praying  that  those  soldiers  who 
have  "been  enlisted  or  mustered  fnto  the  army,  and  after- 
wards, hefore  their  term  of  service  expired,  prouioted  to  be 
commissioned  oflicers,  may  receive  the  s;ime  bounty  land  as 
if  they  had  been  discharged  as  privates  or  non-commissioned 
oHicers. 

By  Mr.  RUMSEY:  The  remonstrance  of  citizens  of  Steu- 
ben county.  New  York,  asainst  the  revival  of  the  patent  for 
Ji.'lhro  Wood's  cast-iron  plough. 

By  Mr  POl/LOCK  :  Tlic  petition  of  Maria  Brown,  widow 
of  Joel  Brown,  a  soldier  in  the  lato  war  with  Great  Britain, 
praving  for  a  pension. 

By  ■.;r.  NEt.SO.V:  The  remonstrance  of  W.  F.  Yan  Wart 
and  .58  others,  farmers  and  mannfaclurers  of  plouudis  in  the 
county  of  Westchester,  Now  York,  remonstrating  ag.ainst 
the  passage  of  any  law  for  the  renewal  or  extension  of  the 
Jethro  Wood  patent  for  the  manulaclure  of  the  cast-iron 
plough.  .    .  . 

Bv  Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan  :  The  petition  ol  citizens 
of  li'ranch  co'jntv,  Michigan,  ior  a  ie<liiclion  and  eiinahza- 
linn  of  postage  on  newspapers.  Also,  petitions  ol  the  citi- 
zens of  Yan  I'.uren  conntv.  Michiiran,  for  the  s;mio  purpose 

Bv  Mr.  HlTliBARD  :  the  petilioii  ol  IK!  eiMzens  ol  MlU- 
dhtiiwn,  Connectient,  for  the  witlidrawal  ol  the  troops  of 
the  (Ii.ited  Sl;.tes  from  Mexico.  .VNo  t  ,e  petition  ol  Cy- 
prian Wileox  and  others,  inhabitants  o(  New  Haven  cauiity, 
Coimecticiil,  remonstrating  against  the  rcnt'wal  of  a  patonl 
to  tho  heirw  of  Jelliro  Wood. 
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By  Mr.  JE.VICINS:  Tlic  petition  ol"  t;oveial  liundred  in- 
babitadtsoC  ili«  ritate  ol' Nuw  York,  for  the  discontinuance 
of  tlio  war  Willi  Mexico,  ;iud  to  proliiljit  tl'.e  introiluclion  of 
slavery  into  luiy  territory  to  l)e  acqiiirod.  Also,  twenty  re- 
inonstraiiccs  from  scvlTuI  tiundred  inliubitants  of  tlio  St;ite 
of  New  Vorl;,:\<,'iiiii!'illie  renewal  of  Wood's  patent  |)loiii;li. 

By  Mr.  ROL'KHILL.:  Tlie  petition  of  Liilher  Cleland 
and  33  other  citizens  of  Steuben  county,  Indiana,  praying 
the  cslablisliniciit  of  a  post  route,  to  coiiiineiice  at  L>lnia,  in 
the  State  anil  eouiily  aiore.-aid,  by  way  of  Lexington,  Jack- 
son, Steuben,  &c.,  to  Defiance,  in  tlie  State  of  Ohio. 

By  Mr.  RrCIIKY:  The  petition  of  J.  .1.  Ilollester  and  102 
citizens  of  \va.shin2ton  aiid  Athens  counties,  Oliio,  piajing 
the  establishinentof  a  weekly  mail  route  from  Coustitution, 
iu  VVashinglon  county,  through  Warren,  Celpre,  and  Ooca- 
tur,  to  Federation,  in  Athens  countv,  Ohio. 

By  Mr.  HUDril)N:  'i'lie  petition'of  John  Patten  and  188 
other  legal  voters  of  Bowdoinham,  Maine,  praying  tiiat  peace 
may  be  restored  to  the  countrv. 

By  Mr.  lI.\RM.V\SOX:  Resolutions  of  t!ie  Legislature 
of  Loni.MHna  respcclin;,'  the  loealioii  of  school  lands;  re- 
specting bounty  land  tovoiunteers;  respecting  the  sixteenth 
section;  and  re-p-etiiit!  I'leiieh  spoliations. 

By  .Mr.  RO.VlA.\:  Tliu  petili.m  of  John  IlaiTigan,  of 
VVa-liiiij;toii  c.miity,  Maryland,  praying  CoiigrCfS  to  grant 
him  a  pension  for  wounds  received  at  the  bombardment  of 
Fort  iMellcnry,  in  the  last  war  witli  Great  Britain. 

ByMr.  GOTT:  The  remonstrance  of  Wriglit  Dwinnell 
and  77  other  citizens  of  Onondaga  county,  New  York  ;  also, 
the  remonstrance  of  I'hurey  W.  Ayres  and  123  other  citi- 
zens of  the  county  of  Cortland,  New  York;  also,  the  remon- 
strance 01'  Charles  Keen  and  32  other  citizens  of  Onoiulnga 
county.  New  York,  against  the  passage  of  any  law  reviving 
and  c;iutinuing  the  patent  of  Jethro  Wood  for  a  cast-iron 
ploagh. 

By  .Mr.  SIcCLELLAN'D:  The  petition  of  JoJin  Sweegles 
and  others,  of  Hillsdale,  Michigan,  for  a  post  route  from 
Hillsdale  to  Montpelier,  Milliam  county,  Ohio.  Also,  the 
remonstrance  of  K.  H.  Winaiis  and  otheis,  of  Adrian, Michi- 
gan, against  the  further  extension  of  the  Jethro  Wood  patent. 
Also,  the  remonstrance  of  Isaic  Lewis  and  others,  of  Mon- 
roe, Michigan,  asain.-t  the  same. 

By  Mr.  MclL"V.\INE:  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  Newcastle  county,  Del- 
aware, praying  for  a  poa  route  from  Stanton  to  Avoiidale. 
Also,  the  petition  of  Benjamin  J.  Passmore  and  other  inhab- 
itants of  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a  speedy 
and  honorable  peace,  without  the  acquisition  of  any  Mexi- 
can territory  whatever. 

ByMr.  MULLIV:  The  remonstrances  of  Edmund  Davis 
and  others,  oi'E.  S.  Hammond  and  others,  and  of  Samuel  J. 
Davis  and  others,  citizens  of  the  county  of  Jeli'erson,  New 
■York,  against  the  extension  of  the  patent  of  Jothro  Wood, 
for  thccast-inm  ploiigli. 

By  .Mr.  EUKI^KT:  A  petition  of  citizens  of  Schuylkill 
county,  praying  for  a  post  route  from  Orwigsburg,  in  Schuyl- 
kill, to  Eehighton,  in  Carbon  county.  Also,  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  Lebanon  county,  for  apost  route  from  Jonestown, 
in  Lebanon  county,  to  Relirersburg,  in  Berks  countv. 

By  Mr.  ASHM  UN  :  The  petitiorfof  the  heirs  of  John  Keii- 
krick,  one  of  the  first  explore*?  of  Oregon,  asking  for  a  con- 
firmation of  their  titles  to  land  in  tliat  territory. 

By  Mr.  TURNER :  The  jjetition  of  C.  Bennet  and  sixty 
others,  praying  for  a  mail  route  from  Peru,  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  via  Princeton,  Winnebago,  Yorktown,  Washington, 
Bennington,  Crandall's  Ferry,  Attica,  Fair  Port,  Gustow's 
Grove,  ami  Pleasant  Valley,  to  Rock  Inland,  in  the  State  .of 
Illinois. 

By  Mr.  FARRELLY:  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Craw- 
ford county,  Pennsylvania,  for  withdrawal  of  the  army  from 
Mexico,  and  fur  peace.  Al.<o,two  remonstrances  of  eilizens 
of  Crawlbrd  eoiiiity,  and  one  of  citizens  of  ?^Iercer  county, 
Pennsylvania,  ag  liust  any  further  extension  of  Wood's  pat- 
ent. 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York:  The  pi  tilion  of  Rebecca 
Bump,  of  Mount  Morris,  New  York,  widow  of  John  Bump, 
a  revolutionary  soidier,  piayingfor  an  extension  of  the  laws 
granting  pensions  to  widows  of  soldiers  of  the  Revolution, 
with  accompanying  certificates  of  IIoii.  Micah  Brooks,  and 
others.  Also,  remonstrance  of  Thomas  C.  Love  and  sixty 
other  inhabitants  of  Erie  couirty,  New  York,  against  the 
further  extension  oi  the  patent  granted  to  Jetliro  VVood.  A 
like  remonstrance  from  Moses  Baker.  A  like  remonstrance 
of  seventy-five  inhabitants  of  same  countv.  Al.so,  the  peti- 
tion of  William  Wilkcson,  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  asking 
that  the  bill  extending  the  patent  to  Jethro  Wood  may  be 
amended  so  as  to  secure  to  the  representatives  of  J.  Swan 
the  same  rights  he  had  in  the  original  patent.  Also,  petition 
of  Samh  Miingcr,  the  widow,  and  Mary  Ann  Lowell,  the 
daughter  of  Lieutenant  Wiseman,  deceitsed,  praying  for  a 
pension  on  account  of  the  decease  of  said  Wiseman  from 
sickness  contracted  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stites' 
on  the  Niagara  frontier  in  the  war  of  1812,  with  papers  ac- 
companying said  petition,  and  former  papers  on  the  same 
HUbjecl  taken  from  the  files. 

By  Mr.  HOLMRS,  of  New  York:  The  petition  of  the 
Brockport  and  Clarkson  Plank  Road  Company,  asking  to  be 
allowed  to  import  from  Canada  a  certain  ipiantitv  of  lumber 
free  of  duty.  Also,  the  remonstrance  of  F,arl  D.  Kingimd 
20)  others  of  liroekport.  New  York,  against  renewing  the 
patent  of  Jeth'o  VVood. 

ByMr.l'IJTNVM:  The  remonstrance  of  Samuel  Rich- 
mond and  lOJ  other.-,  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Genesee, 
New  \ork,  against  the  renewal  of  the  patent  granted  to 
Jethro  Wood  for  a  ca..t-iron  plough.  Also,  Ihe  like  remon- 
stranee  of  9.  Chamberliii  and  U-l  others,  of  Leroy  New 
■York.  Also,  the  memorial  of  Owen  Griffith  and  201  others 
of  Batavia,  New  York,  opposed  to  any  furllur  sale  of  the 
public  lands;  a»king  that  the  same  may  be  laid  out  into 
larms  for  the  free  use  of  such  citizens  (not  posses.sed  of 
other  lands)  as  will  occupy  tlicin;  and  that  no  transfer  of 
such  lands  be  made  to  Htates  or  Territories,  only  on  condi- 
tion that  such  a  disposition  shall  be  made  of  them.  Also 
the  like  memorial  of  Jesse  Sherwooil  and  .')7  others,  of  Bv- 
ron,  New  York.  Also,  the  remonstrance  of  B'tijamin  Claik 
and  others,  opposed  to  the  revival  of  the  ]/atci'it  to  Jethro 
Wood  for  a  cast-iron  plmigli. 

ByMr.  STARKWE.VI'HER:  A  remonstrance  of  J, 433 
rarinera,  from  tli«  counties  of  Tioga,  Madison,  Oneida,  Cay- 


uga, Herkimer,  Wyoming,  Seneca,  Saratoga,  St.  Lawrence, 
Ontario,  Monroe,  Albany,  Livingston,  Wayne,  Schoharie, 
and  Oswego,  State  of  New  York,  against  isnewing  or  ex- 
tending the  patent  to  Jethro  Wood.  Also,  the  aflidavits  of 
Elijah  Wilson  and  John  S.  Peckhani,  of  (.)iieida  county, 
New  York,  showing  tlie  sum  of  §4,400  paid  Jethro  VVood 
by  three  I'urnace  companies  (in  a  short  period  of  time)  for 
the  privilege  of  manufacturing  and  vending  his  cast-iron 
plough. 

By  Mr.  NELSON:  Tlie  petition  of  J.  W.  Mitchell,  John 
Stevens,  a«d  130  other  citizens  of  Yonkers,  Westchester 
county.  New  York,  praying  that  the  General  Government 
no  longer  irafiic  nor  permit  trallic  in  the  public  lands  yet  in 
its  possession  ;  that  such  land  shall  be  laid  out  in  farms  and 
lots  for  the  free  use  of  such  citizens  (not  possessed  of  other 
land)  as  will  occupy  them,  with  the  right  to  dispose  of  the 
possession  to  any  one  not  possessed  of  other  land ;  and  that 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  public  lands  be  transferred  to  the 
States  or  Territories  only  on  condition  that  such  disposition 
shall  be  made  of  lliein.  Also,  the  remonstrance  of  Reuben 
Quinby,  Aaron  Ward,  and  others,  citizens  of  Sing  t^ing, 
AVestchetler  county.  New  York,  against  the  passage  of  any 
law  renewing  or  extending  the  patent  to  Jetliro  VVood  for 
the  cast-iron  plough. 

ByMr.  WE.XTWORTH:  The  remonstrance  of  General 
C.  C.  Van  Horn,  :iiid  a  very  large  number  of  other  citizens 
of  Mill  county,  Illinois,  against  the  confirmation  oi'  certain 
Indian  claims  in  that  county.  Also,  the  petition  of  citizen.s 
of  Kendall  county  for  a  mail  route  iVom  Ottawa,  via  Nor- 
wav,  Newark,  and  Oswego,  to  Napcrvi'le. 

"By  Mr.  STUART,  of  Mieliigan  :  The  petition  of*citizens 
of  Brooklyn  and  vicinity,  in  the  county  of  Jack-on,  Mielii- 
gan, for  a  mail  route  from  Brooklyn  to  Grand  Lake,  in  the 
county  and  State  aforesaid. 

By  Mr.  GIDDINGS  ;  For  release  of  the  people  of  the  free 
States  from  support  of  sl.ivcry  :  John  Farrington  and  sixly- 
iiiiie  others  citizens  of  Ohio;  Lewis  Motgan  and  seventy- 
nine  other  citizens  of  Stark  county,  Ohio  ;  M.  R.  Robinson 
and  riglity-scven  other  citi/.ens  of  Stark  county,  Ohio.  For 
reduction  of  postage:  William  H.  Mills  and  sixty-two  other 
citizens  of  Greenville,  Ohio.  For  a  Congress  of  Nations,  to 
settle  national  dispute's  :  Jo.-iah  VVIiect  and  one  hundred  and 
eiglily-eight  other  citizens  of  Ohio.  For  a  system  of  direct 
taxation,  to  defray  expenses  of  the  war:  B.  B.  Willson  and 
forty-five  other  citizens  of  Ohio.  Praying  indenitiity  for 
seizing  a  vessi^l  while  petitioner  was  in  the  discharge  of 
ofliciaf  dntv:  William  Millford. 

By  Mr.  HoLME>,  of  New  York:  The  memorial  of  the 
mayor  and  common  council  of  Rochester,  asking  Congress 
to  adopt  measures  to  prevent  the  unjust  increase  of  foreign 
paupers  in  our  seaboard  and  inland  frontier  cities  anil  towns. 

By  Mr.  PENDLETON:  The  petition  of  Me.^srs.  Koons  & 
Dean,  praying  to  be  paid  for  advances  made  to  Captain  Fair- 
fax's company  of  volunteers. 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York:  The  petition  of  Judson 
Saurin  and  others,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  naval 
dep6t  at  New  Buft"alo,"in  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Air.  ROMAN  obtained  leave  to  withdraw  the  papers  in 
relation  to  the  claim  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Henry 
HofTman,  of  Maryland,  deceased,  and  that  the  same  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

ByJVIr.  DICKINSON:  Several  petitions  from  citizens  of 
Seneca  county,  Ohio,  praying  for  a  mail  route  from  Tiirin, 
Seneca  county,  Ohio,  to  Rome,  in  said  county.  Also,  a  pe- 
tition from  citizens  of  Crawford  county,  praying  for  a  mail 
route  from  Brokensword,  in  Crawford  county,  to  Republic, 
in  Seiiera  county,  Ohio. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  February  29,  1848. 

The  following  message  was  receivecJ  from  the 
Pi-e.sitlent  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Walker, 
his  Secretary : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stales: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
24th  instant,  requesting;  to  be  informed  whether 
the  active  operations  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States  in  Mexico  have  been,  and  now  are  suspend- 
ed; and  if  so,  by  whose  agency,  and  in  virtue  of 
what  authority  such  arrnistice  has  been  effected,  I 
have  to  state,  that  I  have  received  no  information 
relating  to  the  subject,  other  tlian  that  communi- 
cated to  the  Senate  with  my  Executive  message 
of  the  22d  instant.  .TAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  February  28,  1848. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ALLEN,  it  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  STATE  LEGISLATURES. 

Mr.  TURNEY  presented  a  resolution  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee,  in  favor 
of  increasing  the  pay  of  the  private  soldiers  in  the 
service  of  the  United  Slates  in  Mexico;  which  was 
referred  to  tjic  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  said  Legislature,  in  favor 
of  the  enactment  of  a  law  to  provide  for  the  jiay- 
ment  of  the  value  of  horses  and  equipments  lost 
by  volunteers  in  the  service  of  the  United  Stales 
in  the  Mexican  war;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  said  Legislature,  in  favor 
of  a  law  allowing  further  compensation  to  certain 
companies  of  Missouri  mounted  volunteers  mus- 
tered into  tjie  service  of  the  United  Stales  in  the 
year  183G;  whit  h  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  ATl'airs. 

Mr.   CLARKE  presented       sin     resolutions 


of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  in  favor  of 
bringing  the  war  with  Mexico  to  a  close,  and 
stating  that,  discarding  all  purposes  of  conquest 
and  octiupaiion,  or  of  extorting  frot>i  Mexico  a 
territorial  indemnity  for  claims  ascertained  or  un- 
adjusted, it  is  expedient  that  measures  betaken  to 
establish  the  relations  of  peace  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  that  Republic,  by  such  a  treaty  of 
indemnity  and  limits  as  will  secure  an  equitable 
boundary  between  the  contracting  parties  and  ajust 
indemnity  to  the  United  States  for  all  claims  as- 
certained or  unadjusted  previous  to  the  order  of 
13th  .January,  1846,  directing  the  advance  of  the 
army  from  Corpus  Christ!  to  the  western  bank  of 
the  Rio  Grande.- 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  a  resolution  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  tiie  State  of  Texas,  in  favor  of  the 
enactment  of  a  law  requiring  the  judge  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  tlie  district  of 
Texas,  to  reside  within  tlie  limits  of  his  district; 
which  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  said  Legislature,  in  favor  of 
incorporating  the  navy  of  the  late  Republic  of 
Texas  in  tiie  naval  establishment  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  laid  upon  the  table, and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  YULEE  presented  a  resolution  i-)assed  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Florida,  in  favor  of 
the  enactment  of  a  law  providing  compensation  to 
citizens  of  that  State  who  suffered  by  Indian  dep- 
redations in  the  Seminole  war;  also  resolutions  of 
said  LegislaJure  in  favor  of  a  law  making  provisiort, 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  who  have  lost  their  lives  in  the  war  with 
Mexico;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  resolutions  of  said  Legislature  in  favor  of 
removing  the  land  office  from  Newnansville  to 
Oceola,  in  that  State;  in  favor  of  the  enactment  of  a 
law  granting  to  that  State,  for  school  purpose.«i,  any 
land  which  may  have  reverted  to  the  United  States 
under  the  armed  occupation  act,  and  the  right  to 
locate,  in  separate  sections,  a  quantity  of  land 
granted  by  Congress  for  a  seat  of  government  for 
said  State;  in  favor  of  the  enactment  of  a  law  to 
provide  I'br  the  survey  and  location  of  all  lands  in 
tiiat  State  claimed  under  Spanish  grants;  in  favor 
of  the  enactment  of  a  law  authorizing  the  inhabi- 
tants of  townships  in  that  State,  whose  school 
lands  are  valueless  or  covered  by  jirior  Spanish 
grants,  to  enter  on  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States  a  lilce  quantity  of  land;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lauds,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr  WESTCOTT  presented  a  resolution  passed 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  Stale  of  Florida,  relative 
to  certain  changes  in  the  mode  of  carrying  the 
mail  on  the  route  from  Chattahoochie  to  Pensa- 
cola;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Florida,  in  favor  of  Ihe  removal  of  the 
Indian  tribes,  in  that  State,  to  the  territory  pro- 
vided for  their  reception,  and  the  adoption  of 
rnoasurcs  for  protecting  the  inhal)itants  of  said 
State  frorn  Inditm  incursions  and  depredations; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Comrnittee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  resolutions  of  said  Legislature,  in  favor  of 
a  grant  of  jiublic  land  for  the  erection  of  a  court- 
house at  Tampn,  in  that  State;  in  favor  of  the  en- 
actment of  a  law  to  graduate  the  price  of  the  public 
lands  in  that  Slate;  in  ftivor  of  the  relinquishtnent 
to  that  State  of  certain  overflowed  lands,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  which,  when  reclaimed,  to  be  applied  to 
purposes  of  education;  and  in  favor  of  the  enact- 
ment of  a  liiw  granting  preemption  rights  to  actual 
settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  that  State;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  P.RADBURY  presented  the  petition  of 
Rockland  Carlton,  praying  the  reimbursement  of 
the  amount  of  a  fme  incurred  by  him  through  the 
mistake  of  a  custom-house  officer;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  CLARKE  presented  a  petition  from  a  vast 
number  of  inhnbilnnts  of  Newport  and  it.^  vicinity, 
in  Rhode  Island,  asking  that  the  war  with  Mexico 
may  be  brought  to  a  close,  and  stating  that  the 
prosecution   of  the  war  against  Mexico  is   alike 
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repugnant  to  the  dictates  of  humanity  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Christian  reli,a:ion,  and  remonstrating 
against  all  further  exposure  of  the  lives  of  their 
fellow-beings  in  this  cause  as  wanton  and  wicked, 
and  imploring  Congress  to  abstain  from  what  is 
believed  by  them  to  be  contrary  to  the  will  of 
the  great  body  of  the  American  people;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

iVlr.  HALE  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Ogle  county,  Illinois;  a  petition  of  Enoch  Pond  and 
others,  citizens  of  the  United  States;  a  petition  of 
James  Knapp  and  others,  citizens  of  the  United 
States;  a  petition  of  A.  W.  Townsend  and  others, 
citizens  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  a  petition  of 
Origen  Bacheler;  a  petition  of  female  inliabitants 
of  Syracuse,  New  York;  and  a  petition  of  female 
inhabitants  of  Bangor  and  its  vicinity,  in  Maine, 
praying  the  adoption  of  measures  for  the  reestab- 
lishment  of  peace  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Republic  of  Mexico;  v/liich  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Portsmouth  and 
Nev/  Castle,  New  Hampshire,  praying  an  increase 
of  the  duties  on  imported  fish;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Alexander  Ladd,  legal  rep- 
resentative of  Nathaniel  A.  Haven  and  Eliplialet 
Ladd,  deceased,  praying  the  final  action  of  Con- 
gress on  the  claims  of  American  citizens  to  in- 
demnity for  spoliations  committed  on  their  com- 
merce by  the  French  Government  prior  to  1800; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Erie  county,  Ohio, 
praying  the  enactment  of  a  law  organizing  a  vol- 
unteer force  for  the  suppression  of  insurrections  in 
the  southern  States;  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Locks 
Village,  Massachusetts,  praying  the  adoption  of 
measures  for  terminating  (lie  war  with  Mexico, 
and  the  abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in 
the  District  of  Columbia;  and  two  petitions  of  citi- 
zens of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  the  adoption  of 
measures  for  releasing  the  citizens  of  the  non- 
slaveholding  States  from  all  constitutional  obliga- 
tions to  countenance  the  institution  of  slavery; 
the  motions  to  receive  which  were  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania, praying  the  repeal  of  the  act  imposing  a 
fine  on  persons  convicted  of  harboring  or  conceal- 
ing fugitive  slaves;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  submitted  a  com- 
munication addressed  to  him  by  Woodson  Wren, 
postmaster  at  Natchez,  Mississippi,  on  the  subject 
of  amending  the  Post  OlBce  laws,  and  increasing 
the  compensation  of  postmasters;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BELL  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Overton  county,  Tennessee,  praying  the  adoption 
of  measures  for  terminating  the  war  with  Mexico; 
which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRADBURY,  it  was 

Ordered,  "ThiM  the  petition  of  Ichabod  Jordan,  on 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

On.  motion  by  Mr.  UPHAM,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  Azel  Spalding,  on 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FELCH,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  documents  on  the  files  of  the 
Senate,  relating  to  the  claim  of  Joseph  Loranger, 
be  referred  to  tiie  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PHELPS,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Ross  Winans  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petition  and  papers. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Ga.,  it  was    - 

Ordered,  ThatZachariah  Cox  have  leave  to  with- 
draw Ills  petition  and  papers. 

Mr.  RUSK  gave  notice  that  to-morrow,  or  at 
some  early  day,  he  would  ask  leave  of  the  Senate 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for  transcriljing  cer- 
tain State  papers  of  the  late  Republic  of  Texas. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, by  Mr.  Campbell,  their  Clerk,  an- 
nouncing that  the  House  of  Kepreseiitalives  had 
Easacd  a  l)ill  granting  the  franking  piivilegc  to  Mrs. 
lOuisa  Catharine  Adams,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


The  bill  from  the  House  granting  the  franking 
privilege  to  Louisa  Catharine  Adams,  widow  of 
the  late  John  Quincy  Adams,  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title,  when 

Mr.  MILLER  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill;  and  the  motion 
having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  considered,  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

ALABAMA  AND'FLORIDA  BOUNDARY. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  BAGBY  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  in  relation  to  the 
boundary  line  between  Alabama  and  Florida; 
which  was  read  the  first  and  second  limes  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Bethiah  Healy,  submitted  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Bethiah 
Healy;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  David 
H.  Leeper,  reported  a  bill  to  confirm  to  the  legal 
representatives  of  Joseph  Dutailles  the  location  of 
a  certain  New  Matlrid  certificate;  which  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the'second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BREESE,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  a  letter  from  the  Coininissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Oiiice,  aecoinpanying  the  petition  of  Joseph  Du- 
tailles, be  printed. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Allen,  came  up  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  fortieth  rule  foi-  conducting  business  in 
the  Senate,  and  which  leciuiresthe  Senate  to  close  its  doors 
when  transacting  Executive  business,  he  rescinded,  and  the 
Senate  shall  hereafter  sit  with  open  doors  while  transacting 
all  business. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered;  and  the  question  having  been  taken, 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Ashley,  Badger,  Baldvi'in,  Beil,  Berrien, 
Bradbury,  Breese,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cass,  Clarke,  Corwin, 
Crittenden,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  DaytoiiTDix,  Downs, 
Fetch,  Greene,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Mangum,  Mason, 
Miller,  Moor,  Niles,Pearce,  Phelps,  Husk,  Sevier,  Spruance, 
Sturgeon,  Underwood,  Uphain,  Webster,  and  Yulee — 39. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,Bagby,  Bright, 
Clayton,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Douglas,  Hale, 
Hannegan,  Houston,  and  Turney— 13. 

The  following  resolution  then  came  up: 
Resolved,  That  the  injunction  of  secrecy  be,  and  the  same 

is  hereby,  removed  from  all  past  proceedings  of  the  Senate 

in  Executive  session. 

Mr.  ALLEN  expressed  a  wish,  that  in  conse- 
quence of  the  recent  vote  on  the  other  resolution, 
this  might  be  informally  passed  over,  as  he  desired, 
at  some  more  convenient  time,  to  discuss  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said,  that  he  regarded  this 
whole  matter  as  clearly  out  of  order.  No  discus- 
sion could  take  place  on  this  subject  which  would 
not  bean  interference  with  the  Executive  functions 
of  the  Senate.  He  moved,  therefore,  in  order  to  a 
final  disposition  of  the  whole  matter,  to  lay  the  res- 
olution on  the  table. _ 

Mr.  ALLEN  desired  to  say  a  single  word  if  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  would  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  Certainly;  I  will  withdraw  it 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  ALLEN  resumed.  He  suggested  to  Sena- 
tors round  him,  that  as  it  was  his  intention  to  ex- 
press his  views  on  this  resolution  on  some  future 
day,  when  the  Senate  would  not  be  pressed  with 
iinportant  business,  the  motion  to  lay  it  on  the 
table,  as  a  final  disposition  of  it,  ought  not  to  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  MANGUM  renewed  his  motion,  and  the 
resolution  was  ordered  to  belaid  on  the  table  with- 
out a  division. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Benton,  was  taken  up  and  adopted: 

Rcsohcd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  coniinuMicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  general  court  martial  in  the  case  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Fremont. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business,  and 
remained  there  until  half-past  four,  p.  m.,  when 
the  doors  were  opened,  and  • 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  March  1,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  as  the  business  first 
in  orderrthe  bill  of  the  Senate  "  providing  additional 
examiners  for  the  Patent  Office,"  which  was  yes- 
terday reported  from  the  Comtnittee  on  Patents, 
with  amendments,  and  under  consideration  wlien 
the  House  adjourned;  the  question  being  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  viz: 
to  strike  out  the  sum  of  $2, .500  as  salaries  to  the 
chief  examiners,  and  insert  fjl,500,  on  which  the 
previous  question  was  moved  and  seconded,  and 
the  main  question  ordered. 

The  question  now  was  on  the  main  question, 
viz:  to  strike  out  ^2,500,  and  insert  $1,500;  and 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  79,  nays  105. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  it  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, and  the  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  McClelland  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time,  with  a  view  to  reduce  the  salaries  from 
1,2,500  to  p,000. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on 
the  table;  which  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
74,  nays  116. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  not  laid  on  the 
table. 

And  the  question  then  recurring  on  agreeing  to 
the  said  motion — 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  hoped 
it  would  prevail;  for  soine  amendments  were  ne- 
cessary, and  there  were  some  provisions  in  the  bill 
that  were  ambiguous  that  should  be  made  clear. 
He  was  desirous  to  move  an  amendment  to  reduce 
the  salary  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  five  hun- 
dred dollars,  and,  as  that  officer  agreed  with  him 
in  politics,  he  should  not  expose  himself  to  a  charge 
of  being  actuated  by  party  feelings.  Another 
amendment  which  he  wished  to  offer  v/as,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  disposition  of  the  fees  to  be  collected 
under  this  bill.  There  were  others,  too,  which  he 
would  not -now  enumerate.  Mr.  J.  then  defended 
himself  against  the  charge  that  he  was  opposed  to 
the  arts  and  sciences.  He  examined  the  nature  of 
the  duties  of  the  examiners  of  patents,  and  con- 
trasted their  labors  with  those  of  their  fellow-citi- 
zens of  all  ranks  and  professions,  and  contended 
that  they  did  not  labor  six  hours  a  day,  while  they 
were  better  paid  than  State  officers. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  VINTON  rose  and  said,  it  was  very  im- 
portant that  the  bill  which  was  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on 
Monday,  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  present  fiscal  year,  should  be  disposed 
of,  otherwise  the  operations  of  the  Government 
would  be  suspended.  If  the  House  should  con- 
sent now  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  for 
the  purpose  of  disposing  of  that  bill,  the  one  now 
under  consideration  would  retain  its  place  as  the 
morning  business,  and  could  be  disposed  of  to- 
morrow. He  therefore  moved  that  the  Plouse 
now  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Before  the  question  was  taken — 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communication: 

Washington,  i^cftnearv  29,  1848. 

Sir:  The  resolutions  in  honor  of  my  dear  deceased  hus- 
band, passed  by  the  illustrious  assembly  over  which  you 
preside,  and  of  which  he  at  tlie  moment  of  his  death  was  a 
member,  have  been  duly  conmrunicated  to  me. 

I'l'netrated  with  grief  at  this  distressing  event  of  my  life ; 
mourning  the  loss  of  one  who  has  been  at  once  my  e.vninplrt 
and  my  support  through  the  trials  of  half  a  century,  permit 
me  nevertheless  to  (^\|iress  through  you  my  deepest  grati- 
tude for  the  si;;Mal  manner  in  which  the  public  regard  l;as 
been  voluntarily  majiilested  by  your  honorable  body,  and  the 
consolation  derived  to  me  ami  mine  from  the  rcHection,  that 
the  unwearied  efforts  of  an  old  public  servant  have  not  even 
in  this  world  proved  without  their  reward  in  the  generous 
appreciation  of  them  by  his  country. 

With  great  respect,  f  ren>aiii,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
Lt)UlSA  CATHARINE  ADA.AIS. 
To  the  Hon.  Robert  C.  WiNTHtiop,  , 

Speaker-  0/  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  L.  J>. 

DEFICIENT  APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  question  then  recurring,  and  was  taken,  on 
the  motion  oi'  Mr.  Vinton,  and  having  been  deci- 
ded in  the  afilrmativc — 

The  House  airain  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
i  of  th«  Whole,  (Mr.  Hunt,  of  New  York,  in  lh« 
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chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  af)propria.Uons  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1848. 

Ml-.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  bein;;  en- 
titled 10  the  floor,  rose  and  addressed  the  commit- 
tee ns  follows: 

When  the  loan  bill,  with  the  proposed  amend- 
ment of  the  minority  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  was  under  discussion,  it  was  my  pur- 
pose to  have  addressed  the  House  in  relation  to 
those  measures,  and  es[iecially  the  report  of  tlie 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  finances.  I  failed 
to  do  so  at  that  time,  but  suppose  it  to  be  quite 
pertinent  to  the  bill  now  before  the  House  to  pre- 
sent my  views  in  relation  to  that  report. 

In  common  with  the  public  at  iar^e,  I  was  aston- 
ished when  it  was  announced,  after  the  lapse  of 
more  than  a  month  from  the  tinie  when  the  Sec- 
retary made  his  report  to  Congress,  that  he  had 
discovered  an  error  of  about  seven  millions  of 
dollars  in  his  original  estimate.  It  seemed  incredi- 
ble t!iat  so  g-ross  and  disgraceful  a  mistake  should 
have  been  made,  in  any  form,  by  any  head  of  the 
Treasury  Department.  It  was  supposed  that,  at 
least,  the  error  must  have  Ijcen  one  of  estimate 
merely;  but  when  it  appeared,  on  the  examination 
ef  the  supplemental  report  of  the  department,  and 
the  ta!)les  in  the  report,  referred  to,  that  it  was  a 
misstatement  of  the  amount  of  funds  actually  re- 
ceived into  the  treasury,  of  the  avails  of  treasury 
notes  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  fiscal 
year;  that  the  Secretary  had  in  his  hands  seven  mil- 
lions of  available  means  more  than  he  was  aware 
of,  and  that  the  amoitnt  of  the  loan  asked  for  by 
him  could  be  reduced  to  that  amount,  the  amaze- 
ment of  the  intelligent  business  portion  of  the 
public  was  unbounded.  After  such  an  exhibition 
of  gross  ignorance  of  the  condition  of  the  depart- 
ment; after  so  grievous  an  error  in  the  statement 
of  the  matter  which  was  the  vci-y  gist  of  his  report, 
which  remained  undetected  for  a  month  and  ten 
days  after  the  report  had  been  sent  to  Congress, 
I  came  to  the  examination  of  this  document  with 
the  utmost  distrust  in  its  accuracy,  which  has  been 
fully  justified,  as  I  tliink,  in  the  result;  and  I  expect 
to  suiistantiaie  the  following  propositions: 

1.  That,  deducting  the  actual  and  estimated  re- 
ceipis  for  the  two  years  ending  30th  June,  1848, 
(including  the  entire  amount  of  treasury  notes  au- 
thorized by  the  acts  of  July  23,  1846,  and  January 
28,  1847,)  from  the  actual  and  estimated  expendi- 
tures for  the  .same  period,  there  remains,  on  the 
l)asis  of  the  report  itself,  an  amount  to  be  provided 
by  loan — an  excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts — 
greater  by  more  than  §1,1,32,000  than  the  amount 
shown  by  the  Secretary  or  provided  for  in  the  loan 
bill. 

2.  That  this  amount  is  shown  by  a  subsequent 
statement,  furnished  me  by  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury,  to  be  larger  than  the  above  sum,  as  a 
portion  of  the  expenses  charged  under  the  head  of 
redemption  of  treasury  notes  and  loans,  during  the 
last  fi.scal  year  and  the  first  quarter  of  the  present 
fiscal  year,  was  for  payments  made  on  account  of 
prior  hmns  and  for  interest;  and  that  by  these  two 
report.^,  tak-en  together,  it  will  appear  that  the  ex- 
cess of  expenditure  on  the  Ist.Tuly,  1848,  would 
be,  instead  of  ?jl, 132,000,  more  than  §1,500,000 
more  than  the  amount  of  the  estimates  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 

3.  Tha^the  amount  of  avails  of  treasury  notes 
actually  received  for  the  last,  and  the  first  quarter 
of  the  present,  fiscal  year,  and  the  amount  esti- 
mated as  available,  exceed  by  more  than  five  mil- 
lions the  whole  amount  authorized;  and  if  from 
this  is  deducted,  as  it  should  be,  the  amount  of 
treasury  notes  redeemed  during  the  .same  period, 
there  is  still  an  excess  of  more  than  fjl  ,500,000  of 
avails  of  treasury  notes,  actual  and  estimated,  over 
and  above  the  amount  authorized  to  be  i.ssued,  on 
the  supposition  that  the  amount  of  treasury  notes 
actually  redeemed  is  truly  stated  in  the  tables  for 
the  first  quarter  of  the  present  fiscal  year. 

4.  That  the  explanatory  statement  of  the  Regis- 
ter of  the  Trea.^ury  furnishes  no  satisfactory  ex- 
planation, and  is  shown  on  its  face  to  be  erroneous 
to  an  amount  exceeding  jJ135,000  in  the  result  at 
which  it  arrives. 

5.  That  the  amount  of  tren.sury  notes  for  the 
first  quarter,  ns  stated  in  table  B,  Mttached  to  tjic; 
report,  is  not  correctly  stated;  that  the  whole 
amount  actually  received  durins;  the  quarter  from 
customs,  as  shown  by  tabic  KK,  and  from  public 
Uvnds,   as    shown    by    t«ble   X,   waa   the   sum   of 


$39,350;  that  the  amount  stated  in  table  B,  for  re- 
demption of  treasury  notes,  of  j^2,385,329,  includes 
the  amount  of  notes  funded,  which  is  in  no  sense 
a  redemption  of  the  notes,  and  in  no  way  reduces 
the  amount  of  the  avails  of  the  notes  previously 
received,  as  stated  on  the  other  side  of  the  account; 
that  this  appears  from  other  tables  attached  to  the 
report;  thus  showing  that  in  this  statement  there 
was- an  error  of  more  than  $2,300,000;  and  if  the 
statement  is  correct,  of  the  avails  of  treasury  notes 
during  this  quarter,  the  mistake  of  the  Secretary 
is  more  than  p,300,000. 

6.  That,  according  to  these  tables,  the  amount 
of  treasury  notes  available  for  the  residue  of  the 
present  fiscal  year,  after  the  first  quarter,  instead 
of  being,  as  stated  by  the  Secretary,  $6,285,294 
55,  would  be  only  about  5^,2,800,000,  thus  showing 
an  over-estimate  of  the  available  means  of  about 
three  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars. 

7.  That  the  statement  of  the  amount  of  jjublic 
debt  and  interest  paid  during  the  year  ending  De- 
cember 1, 1847, is  more  than  |il0,400,000,as  shown 
by  table  E,  and  less,  as  shown  by  table  d,  than 
^9,300,000  for  seventeen  months,  embracing  the 
period  mentioned  in  table  E. 

I  am  aware,  sir,  that  I  am  making  a  very  serious 
charge,  and  one  which,  if  sustained  by  the  papers 
to  which  I  shall  refer,  will  show  the  head  of  this 
department  to  be  r»;ost  grossly  incompetent  to  the 
station  which  he  fills.  It  is  made  with  great  sin- 
cerity, at  least,  and  after  a  careful  esamination.  If 
I  did  not  suppose  the  results  to  which  I  have  ar- 
rived ikmonstrahle  as  well  as  true,  I  should  not 
make  any  such  assertion,  and  I  am  quite  desirous 
that  the  members  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  or  any  other  gentleman  in  the  House  who 
shall  suppose  that  I  am  wrong,  should,  while  I  am 
speaking,  correct  any  statement  which  I  may  make 
if  in  his  oiiinion  erroneous. 

The  main  problem  to  be  solved  is,  upon  the 
basis  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  actual  and  estimated  expenditures  and  means 
of  payment  for  the  two  years  ending  July  1,  1848, 
what  will  be  the  amount  to  be  provided  for  on  that 
day  by  the  way  of  loan  ? 

This  proposition  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very 
simple  one,  and  to  the  solution  of  which  it  is  not 
at  all  difficult  to  arrive.  The  amount  of  actual  and 
estimated  expenditures  is  given  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  two  years.  The 
amount  of  the  actual  and  estitnated  receipts  is 
given  also  during  the  same  period.  These  means 
of  payment  are  from  three  sources  only:  1.  The 
balance  on  hand  on  the  1st  of  July,  1846,  the  com- 
menceiYicnt  of  the  two  years.  2.  The  ordinary 
receipts  from  the  customs,  public  lands,  and  mis- 
cellaneous sources.  3.  The  amount  of  the  loans 
authorized  during  the  same  period  by  Congress. 

It  is  evident,  therefore,  if  you  leave  out  of  con- 
sideration the  loans  of  1846  and  1547,  and  the 
amount  to  be  received  from  that  source,  deducting 
the  amount  of  notes  redeemed,  the  amount  of  the 
balance  on  hand  added  to  the  amount  of  actual  and 
estimated  receipts  being  deducted  from  the  amount 
of  expenditures  actual  and  estimated  during  the 
same  period,  will  give  the  balance  to  be  provided 
for  on  the  1st  of  July,  1848.  .If  from  this  amount 
you  deduct  the  total  amount  of  the  two  loans  au- 
thorized, the  balance  must  necessarily  be  the  sum 
to  be  provided  for  at^the  end  of  the  year. 

In  this  view  of  the  matter,  which  I  begin  by 
placing  in  its  most  simple  form,  it  is  perfectly  cer- 
tain that  nothing  more  in  any  way  can  be  made 
out  of  the  loan  of  $33,000,000  than",  if  sold  at  par, 
the  precise  amount;  or,  if  snUI  at  a  fraction  above 
par,  the  trifling amoimt  in  addition;  and  no  process 
of  (:if)hering,  no  combination  of  figures,  no  mathe- 
matics, either  in  the  Treasury  Department  or  else- 
where, can  vary  the  result  In  this  view  of  the 
subject,  it  is  fpiite  unimportant  whether  the  loan 
has  been  negotiated  or  not,  whether  it  is  all  in  the 
form  of  money  in  the  treasury,  or  in  the  form  of 
scrip  or  treasury  notes  in  the  jiands  of  the  Secre- 
tary, which  may  be  made  available  for  the  use  of 
the  treasury.  The  rcsidt  is  the  same;  nothing 
more  can  be  made  out  ol'this  loan,  at  par,  than  the 
sum  of  <;33,000,000. 

It  ap))ears,  however,  by  the  report,  (hat  the 
avails  of  treasury  notes  and  loans  during  the  year 
ending  1st  of  July,  1847,  was  $25,679,199  45.  It 
also  appears,  on  the  other  side  of  the  same  state- 
ment, that  tli«rc  was  paid  for  the  "  redemption 
of  treasury  notes  during  the  year,"  the  sum  of 
$2,361,397  07,  which,  bcinj,'  deducted,  leavcH  the 


net  amount  of  avails  of  treasury  notes  during  the 
year  to  be  the  sum  of  $23,217,702  38;  and  if  this 
is  deducted  from  the  amount  of  the  two  loans,  the 
whole  amount  of  available  means  t'rom  treasury 
notes  for  the  present  year  would  be  only  the  sum 
of  $9,782,297  62. 

This  was  the  whole  amount  of  treasury  notes 
available  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  .Time 
30,  1847.  If  from  this  you  deduct  in  the  fii'st  place, 
the  amount  of  avails  of  treasury  notes  and  loan 
i;  for  the  first  quarter,  less  the  amount  redeemed  and 
returned  into  the  treasury,  you  have  the  whole 
amount,  on  the  Secretary's  own  showing,  of  the 
treasury  notes  available  for  the  residue  of  the  pres- 
ent fiscal  year. 

In  order  lo  present  this  matter  at  the  glance  of 
the  eye,  I  give  the  statement,  as  shown  by  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary,  for  the  two  years,  in  a  sum- 
inary  presenting  the  results  of  the  Secretary's  own 
figures: 
Actual  pxpenditiues  for  the  year  ending  30tli 

Jiuie,  1S47  $59,4.51,177  65 

Deduct  treasury  notes  redeemed 2.331 .397  07 

57,US9,7aj  o8 

Aetna!  expenditure.'!  for  the 
quarter  cndinix  Septeniher 
30,  1S48,  and  cstiirmted  ex- 
penditures for  the  n?stof  the 
ve.ir,  ending;  .30tli  of  June, 
']S48 ■; $58,615,660  07 

Deduct  redemption  of  treasu- 
ry notes  in  the  first  quarter 
in  tahle  B,  contiiined  in 
stritementnf  expenditures  of 
first  quarter 2,385,3'29  63 


Actual  receiptsdurinsfheyear 
ending  30il)  June,  1847,  ex- 
clusive of  loans  and  notes...  $35,473,229  45 

Estimated  receipts  during  the 
year  ending  30th  June,  1848, 
exclusive  of  anjounts  of 
trea.<ury  notes  and  loans. . .     34,900,000  00 


56.930.330  44 
113,:i20,lU  Ot> 


7(1.373.229  45 
4J,y4ti,86l  57 
Total  amount  of  loans 33,000,000  OO 


Excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts  on  the 

]stJuly,1848 9,946,881  57 

By  the  original,  statement  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, the  excess  of  expendi- 
tures over  receipt.',  was $15,729,114  27 

Deduct  for  avails  of  treasury 
notes  omitted  by  mistake,  .as 
per  statement  of  January  19, 
1848 .'....      6,915,078  00 


Bythe  corrected  statement  ofthe  Secretary. .       8.814,036  2T 


404,298  70 


Error  of  the  Secretary  in  under-estimating 

the  excess  of  expenditures,  and  under-sl.i- 

tinu  the  amount  of  loan,  as  appearing  by 

his  report 1,132,845  30 

This  amount,  however,  should  1 

he     increased,    as    in     the  I 

amount  of '=  redemption  of| 

treasiu'y"    notes  above,   is 

included  notes  under  other 

act",  as  hy  statement  of  the 

Register   of  the   Treasury,  , 

viz: J  1,537,143  00 

It  thus  appears  that,  deducting  the  receipts  and 
available  rneans  from  the  expenditures,  there  re- 
mains on  the  1st  of  July  next  an  excess  of  ex]iend- 
itures  over  the  receipts  greater  than  the  sum  re- 
ported bythe  Secretary  by  $1,132,845  30.  This 
aiYtount  is  shown  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary; 
and,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  result,  I  have  deduct- 
ed from  the  statement  of  the  expenditures  during 
the  last  year  and  the  first  quarter  of  the  present 
fiscal  year  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  said  to 
have  been  returned  into  the  treasury,  as  contained 
in  schedules  A  and  H.  But  sines  the  last  report 
of  the  department,  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  has 
furnished  what  j)urports  to  be  a  precise  statement 
of  these  treasury  notes,  (to  which  I  shall  have  oc- 
c.'ision  lo  refer,  and  to  show  that  even  that  state- 
ment is  erroneous  from  the  statement  itself )  From 
this  statement  it  appears  that  there  were  embraced 
in  these  two  entries  the  sum  of  $404,298  70,  which 
was  for  expenditures  in  redemption  of  other  loans 
and  int<'rest.  As  this  nnmunt,  therefore,  sliould 
not,  in  the  view  we  have  taken,  have  been  deduct- 
ed from  the  expenditures,  of  course  the  balance  of 
the  excess  of  expenditures  over  receipts  would  be  so 
much  greater — that  is,  $1,537,143  more  than  stated 
by  the" Secretary,  or  provided  for  by  the  loan  bill. 

In  the  foregoing  statement  we  have  estimated  the 
precise  avails  of  the  loan  at  $33,000,000.  The 
small  advance  on  a  portion  of  it  would  slightly  vary 
the   result.     It  seenn   to   me   that  nothing  can  b« 
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plainer  than  that  the  sum  which  is  siiown  l)y  these 
figures  is  tiie  true  balance  to  be  provided  for. 

I  am  aware  that  some  gentlemen  (and  the  Sec- 
retary seems  to  be  of  that  number)  have  some  idea 
that  the  power  to  reissue  these  treamiry  notes 
places  in  some  way  increased  means  in  tlie  power 
of  tiie  Government;  and  that  this  thirty-three  mil- 
lions may  become  fifty  millions,  or  some  other 
indefinite  amount.  Nothing  in  the  world  can  be 
more  erroneous,  not  to  say  absurd,  than  this  view, 
as  a  moment's  consideration  will  show.  The  acts 
of  July,  1846,  and  January,  1817,  which  authorized 
the  i.ssue  of  treasury  notes  or  a  loan,  expressly 
limit  the  gross  amount  to  the  sum  of  :f^33,000,00(). 
If  a  loan  had  been  efi'ected  the  day  after  the  pass- 
ing of  these  acts  for  the  whole  amount,  no  one 
disputes  that  nothing  further  could  be  realized. 
The  authority  given  by  'he  acts  would  be  thus 
exhausted.  Would  not  this  have  given  the  Gov- 
ernment all  that  they  can  in  any  way  receive  from 
these  two  loans  ?  If  the  price  was  the  same,  would 
not  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  have  preferred 
to  issue  stock  instead  of  treasury  notes,?  It  will 
also  be  agreed,  that  if  the  notes  were  issued  on  two 
years'  time,  and  not  redeemable  under  that  time, 
when  the  money  was  received  into  the  treasury  on 
the  whole  of  these  notes,  nothing  further  would 
remain  to  be  received  from  that  source. 

Now,  sir,  the  question  is,  wliether  the  receiving 
these  treasury  notes  at  the  custom-houses  and  land 
offices  instead  of  gold  and  silver,  in  any  way  in- 
creases the  available  amount  of  this  loan.  It  most 
clearly  does  not.  When  they  are  so  received,  they 
are  received  in  the  placeof  gold  and  silver,  which 
■would  otherwise  go  into  the  treasury,  and  after 
they  are  received,  the  very  best  thing  which  can 
be  done  with  them  is  to  negotiate  them  the  very 
next  day  for  the  very  gold  and  silver  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  received  from  the  payer  of 
duties.  These  treasury  notes  are,  so  far  as  pay- 
ment of  duties,  &c.,  is  concerned,  a  kind  of  Gov- 
ernment paper  money;  and  it  would  be  just  as 
absurd  for  a  bank  to  suppose  that  it  was  a  gainer 
to  have  the  debts  due  to  it  paid  in  its  own  bills, 
instead  of  being  paid  in  gold  and  silver,  or  that 
the  gold  and  silver  would  not  be  as  available!  to  the 
bank  as  its  own  promises  to  pay.  There  are  many 
other  suggestions  on  this  subject  which  show  the 
iitier  absurdity  of  supposing  tliatform  of  paying  the 
bills  into  the  custom-house,  instead  of  specie,  at  all 
increases  the  available  means  of  the  Government. 

If  there  had  not  apparently  been  a  dense  fog 
surrounding  this  subject,  a  grievous  confusion  of 
ideas  which  seems  to  have  been  one  cause  of  the 
successive  and  almost  incredible  errors  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  I  should  not,  most 
assuredly,  have  argued  so  plain  a  proposition.  If, 
however,  I  am  correct  thus  far,  it  is  not  at  all  ne- 
cessary for  me  to  proceed  one  step  further  to  show 
that  there  is  the  mistake  to  which  I  have  above  re- 
ferred, and  which  will  require  an  increase  of  the 
loan  bill  some  one  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars. 

There  have  been,  however,  a  succession  of 
blunders  on  this  subject,  in  part  connected  with 
the  statements  I  have  already  made,  and  growing 
out  of  them,  and  in  part  of  a  separate  and  distinct 
character,  and  showing  the  error  to  be  far  more 
serious  in  amount.  It  is  not,  in  the  view  I  have 
taken  of  the  subject,  and  in  order  to  arrive  at  these 
results,  important  that  we  should  be  successful  in 
exposing  or  correcting  these  blunders.  It  may, 
however,  be  very  important,  and,  in  view  of  the 
recent  advertisement  of  the  Secretary  for  proposals 
for  five  millions  of  treasury  notes,  of  the  utmost 
practical  interest  to  expose  other  and  more  serious 
errois. 

The  Secretary  states  the  amount  of  avails  of 
treasury  notes,  as  I  have  already  shown,  during 
the  year  1846  and  the  first  quarter  of  1847,  and  the 
estimate  of  avails  from  the  same  quarter,  as  follows: 
Avails  of  treasury  notes  during 

year  ending  iiiilli  June,  1817,  ,$25,679,199  45 
Deduct  redemption  ol'treasury 

notes  durini;  the  year 2.:i61,.397  07 

$23,a  17,802  38 

Avails  of  treasury  notes   for 
quarter  ending  1st  October, 

1847 $6,915,078  00 

Redemption  or  treasury  riotea 

and  interest 2,;i85,329  63 

4,.529,748  37 

Estimated  avails  of  treasury  notes  and  loans 
for  year,  as  in  riport 6,9B.'5.291  ,'i5 

;n,i;!2,Hir)  :io 
Deduct  from  tliis  amount  the  amount  of  loan    ;;:!, 1)110,000  00 

1,132,845  30 


It  thus  appears  that,  according  to  his  own  show- 
ing, there  is  a  greater  amount  received  from  this 
loan  and  estimate  for  this  year,  than  the  whole  of 
the  loan  by  more  than  a  million  of  dollars.  Per- 
ceiving this  discrepancy,  I  applied  to  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury  for  an  explanation  of  the  difficulty. 
The  result  of  this  he  has  given  me  in  the  following 
statement: 
Statement  explanatory  of  the  Loans  and   Treasury  N'otes 

authorized  hy  acts  of  1 846  and  1847. 
Amount  received  for  treasury  notes  and  loans 
under  acts  of  1846  ami  1847.  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending 30th  June,  1847,  per  Sec- 
retary''s  report $25,679,199  45 

Deduc-i  treasury  notes  redeemed  under  acta 
of  18-16  and  1847,  lieinj  part  of  the  sum  of 
$2,351,397  07,  inelude'd  utuier  the  head  of 
reimbursement  of  treasury  notes  for  satne 
year,  the  difference  being  for  notes  re- 
deemed under  other  aets 2,167,700  00 

23,511,499  45 

Amount  received  for  treasury  notes  and  loans 

during  the  quarter  ending  30tli  September, 

1847,  omitted  in  the  financial  statement  in 

Secretary's   report,  but   contained   in   the 

table  referred  to  in  that  statement 6,915,078  00 

30,426,577  45 
Deduct  treasury  notes  reimbursed  under  aets 
of  1846  and  1847,  being  part  of  the  sum  of 
§•2,385,329  63,  included  under  the  head  of 
redemption  of  treasury  notes  and  interest, 
ill  the  same  quarter,  the  difference  being 
for  treasury  notes  issued  under  other  aets 

and  interest 2.2  !2  .350  00 

28,184,227  45 
Deduct  also  treasury  notes  redeemed   and 
funded,  issued  under  acts  prior  to  act  of 
23d  of  July,  1846,  also  part  of  said  sum  of 
$2,385,329  63 67,622  00 

28,116,605  45 
Deduct  also  the  amount  of  treasury  notes 
issued  under  acts  of  1846  and  1847,  which 
were  in  the  hands  of  the  accounting  ofTi- 
cers  on  the  1st  of  October,  1847,  and  not 
covered  by  warrant,  but  which  notes  when 
covered  will  make  the  charge  against  the 
treasury  equal  to  the  notes  converted  into 
slock  or  received  for  public  dues 1,401.501  00 

26,714,-;0a  45 
Add  amount  of  treasury  notes  andstoek  avail- 
able for  tiie   remainder  of  tlie  fiscal  year 
ending  30th  June,  1848,  (see  statement  G 

accompanying  Secretary's  report) 6,985.294  55 

$^,00U,00i)  00 
DANIEL  GRAHAM,  Register. 
Treasury  Department, 

Register's  Office,  January  18, 1848. 
This  corrected  statement  of  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury  is,  on  the  face  of  it,  erroneous,  to  the 
extent  of  ^135,244,  arising  from  the  adding  of  the 
sum  of  $67,622,  instead  of  deducting  it.  A  word 
of  explanation  will  make  this  clear.  Table  B 
shows  the  avails  of  treasury  notes  to  have  been 
for  the  first  quarter  of  the  present  year  ^6,915,078. 
From  this  amount,  in  order  to  show  the  actual 
amount  of  these  notes  on  hand,  should  be  deducted 
the  amount  which  has  been  returned  into  the  treas- 
ury of  notes  issued  in  1846  and  1847.  This  is 
stated  in  the  report  to  be  2,385,329  63.  The  Re- 
gister, however,  states,  in  his  corrected  statement, 
that  a  portion  of  these  notes,  so  stated  as  having 
been  redeemed  or  returned  into  the  treasury,  were 
notes  issued  under  other  acts,  and  for  interest  paid, 
and  shouldthusbededucted  from*theabove  amount 
of  $2,385,329  63.  He  does  so  deduct  the  sum  of 
|142,979  63,  and,  after  having  so  deducted  it,  sub- 
tracts the  amount.  This  is  all  right  as  far  as  it 
goes,  but  the  error  consists  in  this  :  He  proceeds 
to  "  deduct  also  treasury  notes,  redeemed  and 
issued  under  acts  prior  to  acts  of  22d  Jidy,  1846, 
also  part  of  said  sum  of  p,385,329  63,  $67,622." 
This  is  clearly  wrong.  This  amount  clearly  re- 
duced by  so  much  the  amount  which  was  to  be 
snblracled,  and  thus  increased  instead  of  diininisking 
the  amount  of  treasury  notes  to  be  accounted  for 
from  the  sum  of  $1,401,900  to  $1,537,143. 

It  will  be  seen  that  this  statement  shows  the  dis- 
crepancy to  be  greater  than  shown  by  the  report 
of  the  Secretary,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  pay- 
ment made  on  account  of  former  loans  is  deducted. 
The  explanation  of  tliis  discrepancy,  and  the  mode 
in  which  the  accounts  are  made  to  balance,  is 
shown  as  follows: 

"Deduct  also  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  issued  under 
nets  of  1846  and  1847,  which  were  in  the  hands  of  the  ac- 
counting odicers  on  the  first  of  (October,  1817,  and  not  cov- 
ered by  warrant,  but  which  notes  when  coviMcd  will  make 
the  charge  against  the  treasury  equal  to  the  notes  converted 
into  stock  or  received  for  public  dues  $1,401,900." 

(I  have  shown  that  this  sum  should  be  $1,537,- 
143.)  I  know  not,  sir,  that  I  understand  this  state- 
ment. I  hope  some  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  particularly  those  who  are  especially 


in  the  confidence  of  the  Executive  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  will  enlighten  us  in  this 
matter,  which,  to  my  eyes,  appears  to  be  not  re- 
markable for  clearness,  however  much  it  may  have 
been  the  wish  of  the  officers  at  the  department  to 
thi'ow  light  on  tliis  subject.  Let  us,  however,  look 
at  this  explanation  in  connection  with  table  G,  from 
which  the  estimated  balance,  which  is  to  be  avail- 
able for  the  year  ending  July  1,  1848,  is  taken.  In 
relation  to  the  amount  of  the  actual  avails  received 
from  loans  and  treasury  notes  during  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1847,  and  the  first  quarter  ending 
October  1,  1847,  there  is  no  controversy.  The 
question  is  as  to  the  amount  available  during  the 
residue  of  the  year.     The  table  is  as  follov/s: 

G. — Jlmount  available  on  the  ls<  Ocloher,  1847,  of  the  loans 
of  I84ii  and  iSn. 
Of  the  loan  of  1816— loan  of.  .4-10,000,000  06 
Stock  issued  in  '46, §4,999,149  45 
Slock  issued  in  '47,    2,096,100  00 
Treasury  notes  out- 
standing  1,255,850  00 

8,:i51,099  45 

,*1, 648,800  55 

Of  the  loan  of  1847— loan  of. .  .23.000.000  00 

Stock  issued |i4,339,8.56  00 

Notes  outstandin?     14,028,750  00 

1 8,363,608  00 

. 4.636,394  00 


6,285,295  .55 
Treasury  Department,  ^: 

Reaiister's  Office,  December  1,  18-17. 

DANIEL  GKAHAIVr,  Register. 

It  thus  appeals  that,  on  the  1st  October,  1847, 
the  slock  issued  on  the  two  loans  amounted  to 
$11,435,105  45,  and  the  outstanding  treasury  notes 
amounted  to  $15,279,600.  These  suras  taken  to- 
gether and  deducted  from  the  whole  amount  of 
$33,000,000,  leaves  an  amount  of  available  notes, 
by  the  table,  of  $6,285,294  55.  The  stock  having 
been  issued,  and  being  on  a  long  loan,  it  is  a  fixed 
amount,  and  the  only  question  which  arises  is  in 
relation  to  the  "  notes  outstanding."  If  that  is 
correct,  the  balance  of  $6,285,294  55  is  correct.  Is 
the  amount  too  large  or  too  small .'  If  it  is  meant 
that  some  of  the  notes  which  are  entered  as  out- 
standing, are  in  fact  returned  to  the  treasury,  and 
not  entered  on  the  books,  the  difficulty  would  by 
this  onlj'  be  increased,  and  the  discrepancy  made 
so  much  the  greater.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
meant  that  the  amount  of  notes  really  outstanding 
is  larger  than  the  apparent  amount,  because  the 
amount  has  been  actually  disposed  of,  and  the 
money  received  by  the  department,  but  the  notes 
not  actually  issued,  the  result  would  certainly  be 
to  reduce  the  balance,  and  to  show  that  the  _esti- 
mated  amount  of  available  means  for  the  year  was 
not  $6,285,294  55,  but  $1,401,900  less  than  that 
amount;  which  in  no  manner  relieves  the  diffi- 
culty, but  shows  that  he  has  made  the  very 
error  which  is  claimed,  and  that  his  report  is 
not  to  be  relied  upon  for  accuracy  on  this  subject, 
and  the  amount  of  available  means  is  so  much 
less. 

My  own  impression  is,  that  in  this  statement,  as 
in  the  others,  it  is  only  an  indication  of  the  utter 
confusion  and  darkness  which  prevails  in  the  de- 
partment of  the  treasury.  And  if  I  am  correct  in 
stating  that  the  error  of  over  $135,000  exists  in  the 
statenient  of  the  Register,  it  leads  to  the  supposition 
that  the  amount  of  $1,401,900  is  inserted  to  force  a 
balance. 

This  difficulty  is  also  sought  to  be  explained  by 
a  writer  in  the  "  Union"  of  yesterday  evening,  who 
himself  in  no  way  meets  the  difficulty.  The  ex- 
planation is  as  follows: 

"  The  e.xplauation  is  very  easy.  Authority  is  given  by  law 
to  reissue  such  treasury  notes  as  may  be  received  in  pay- 
ment of  public  dues  or  redeemed  with  specie,  provided  that 
the  total  outstanding  at  any  one  time  does  not  exceed  «  cer- 
tain amount.  In  tills  way,  after  having  received  upwards 
of  twenty-five  millions  from  loans  and  treasury  notes  in  the. 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1847,  and  nearly  seven  millions 
in  the  ([uarter  ending  September  30,  the  Goveinnieiit  had 
still  power  on  the  1st  of  October  to  borrow  upwards  of  six 
millions;  because  part  of  the  treasury  notes  previously  is- 
sued had  been  redeemed  and  were  by  law  reissuable." 

It  will  be  perceived  that  I  have  deducted  the 
"  part  of  the  treasury  notes  previously  issued 
(whiiih)  had  been  redeemed  and  were  by  law  re- 
issuable," and  that  the  balance  above  referred  to 
still  remains. 

I  refer  to  this  article,  because  on  its  tare  it  ap- 
pears to  have  come  from  some  officer  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  and  is  thus  semi-otKcial.  If  any 
gentleman  in  the  House  will  say  that  it  does  not 
proceed  from  any  such  semi-official  source,  I  will 
throw  it  out  of  consideration. 


406 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  1, 


I  have  in  tliis  statement  taken  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  tlirousiliout  as  correct,  but  in  relation  to 
one  very  rniportant  element  he  appears,  from  his 
own  tables,  to  be  clearly  wrono;. 

In  statement  B,  the  amount  of  avails  of  treasury 
notes,  (fee,  for  the  quarter  ending  3(lth  Septem- 
ber, 1847,  is,  as  often  before  stated,  the  sum  of 
$6,915,078;  "redemption  of  treasury  notes  and 
interest,"  on  the  other  side  of  the  same  account, 
is  $2,385,3:29  63. 

B.— statement  of  duficn,  revenues,  and  jiuhlic  rxpenilitures,for 
the  first  quarter  of  the  fi^al  i/mr  from  ls(  of  July  to  30th 
of  Seplemher,  1W7,  agrceahly' to  warrants  issued,  exclusive 
of  trust  funds. 

RECEIPTS. 

From  customs $11,106,25)7  41 

From  s-ilps  of  public  lauds 896,bb.J  4i_ 

From  miscellaneous  and  incidental  sources..  58,533  4/ 

From  avails  of  treasury  notps  issued 

uudcr  act  ol-2-2d  July,  1848 fi50,000 

From  avails  of  treasury  notes  issued 

under  act  of-38tli  January,  ie47..  .4,2-^.i,S0O 
From  avails  of  loan  of-iid  July,  I84t)  ]  11,000 
From  avails  of  loan  of38tli  January, 

1847 2,328,278 

6,915,078  00 


F.,trENDITURE8. 

Civil   list,  miscellaneous,  and  foreign  inter- 
course   

Armv  propir,  Si.c. 

Fortiti'-ations,  ordnance,  arming  militia,  &c. 

Indian  department 

Pensions - 

Naval  establishment 

Redemption  of  treasury  notes  and  interest... 

Redemption  of  three  per  cent,  slock 

Reimbursement  reuistered  debts 

Interest  on  the  public  debt 


$1,116  680  44 

8,717,583  60 

577,980  67 

6UI.795   05 

583;332  36 

2,384;80:>  4') 

2,385,3J9  63 

257  0-1 

234    17 

11.196  28 


H(i.4ii!j.lS.'4  69 


Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  quite  apparent  that 
in  this  suiTfi  are  improperly  placed  such  portion  of 
the  treasury  notes  as  were  funded  during  this  quar- 
ter, and  for  which  stock  was  issued,  and  equally 
apparent  that  it  should  not  be  so  placed.  Tliat  it 
is  so  placed,  is  apparent  by  referring  to  .schedule 
M  of  the  report,  which  is  a  statement  of  the 
•'reimbursement  of  treasury  notes  monthly,  from 
December  1,  184G,  to  December  1,  1847." 

It  also  appears,  by  a  reference  to  table  KK,  that 
the  full  amount  of  ti-easury  notes  received  during 
the  months  embraced  in  that  quarter  was: 

From  the  eustoms .f37,500 

And  by  table  X,  from  the  public  lands 1.850 

^3'S,3rio 
Showing  that  the  whole  amount  paid  in  for  duties 
and  lands  was  less  than  ^0,000. 

This  also  appears  from  the  article  in  the  "Union" 
to  which  I  have  already  referred,  as  follows: 

"  In  the  amount  given  in  table  li  (namely,  ,5'3.385,329  63> 
appear  to  he  included  treasury  notes  redeemed  by  conver- 
fion  into  stocks,  a.s  well  as  by  receipt  for  public  dues  and 
payments  of  money." 

This  mistake  is  the  more  remarkable,  because, 
in  deducting  the  amount  of  redemption  of  treasury 
notes  in  the  previous  fiscal  year,  he  makes  the 
deduction  of  those  which  were  funded,  and  only 
places  the  balance  as  the  amount  which  is  to  be 
deducted,  as  reducing  the  avails  of  the  portion  of 
the  loan  availaljle  during  the  year. 

This  was  clearly  coirect,  because,  if  treasury 
notes  for  a  given  amount  are  converted  into  a  loan, 
the  debt  thereby  only  a.-ssumesa  permanent  instead 
of  a  temporary  character;  but  the  operation  in  no 
way  diminishes  the  avails  previously  received  for 
the  notes. 

Correcting  thi-g  small  error  of  over  two_  and  a 
quarter  millions,  the  following  is  the  result," as  ap- 
pears from  the  Secretary's  report: 
Avails  of  iri'asiiry  notes  and  lo.nns  during  tile 

year  endim,' June  30,  1.947 $2.5,679,159  45 

Deduct  amount  of  treasury  notes  redeemed . .     2. .361 .397  07 


Avails  of  treasury  notes  for  quar- 
ter ending  October  1, 1847,  (ta- 
ble B)  (86,915,078  00 

Deduct  for  avails  of  treas- 
ury notes  paid  for  duties 
Hame  time,  a.s  per  Uible 
KK 37,.5n0 

Do.  public  lands  (X) 1,8,50 

.39,3.50  00 


.y23,3 17,802  38 


6,875,728  00 


Actual  net  avails  of  treasury  notes  and  loans 
durine  the  year  and  (piarler  ending  Hepteni- 
bcr  .30,  IH47 30,iy3,.530  .38 

According  to  ilie»e  htalements  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  the  amount  available 
for  the  residue  of  the  year  would  be 2,806,409  62 


$:)3  000,001)  I  0 


In  view  also  of  these  corrections,  let  us  see  to 
what  result  the  Secretary  is  reduced: 
Avails  of  treasury  notes  and 

loans,  as  above .' $25,679,199  45 

Deduct  redeemed 2,361.397  07 

: - .*23,317,7(«  38 

Avails  of  treasury  notes,  as 

ahove ". 6,915.078 

Deduct  redeenied 39,3.50 

. 6.875,728  00 

Estimated  avails  of  Ireasuiy  notes  and  loans       6,2s5.294  55 

,*3r),47S.7-.'4  93 

This  amount  will  be  varied  only  by  the  sum 
v/hicb  may  have  been  paid  in  during  the  quarter 
for  other  debts  due  the  Government,  aside  from  the 
customs  and  public  lands,  which  must  be  very 
trifling. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  Secretary,  with  what  he 
has  already  received  from  the  thirty -three  iviillions 
of  treasury  notes,  and  what  he  estimates  for  the 
future,  calculates  upon  about  three  and  a  half  mil- 
lions more  than  the  whole  amount.  The  liistory 
of  these  errors  is  somewhat  remarkable. 

1.  The  department,  on  the  19lh  January,  say 
that  they  had  omitted,  by  mistake,  a  statement  of 
the  actual  receipts  from  treasury  notes  for  the  first 
quarter  of  this  fiscal  year,  $6,915,078. 

2.  By  ihe  report  of  the  Secretary,  deducting  the 
receipts  from  the  expenditures,  it  appears  that  the 
mistake  in  under-estimating  the  excess  of  expend- 
itures is  about  §1,13-2,000. 

3.  By  the  explanatory  statement  of  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury,  it  appears  that  this  excess  is  about 
$1,500000. 

4.  By  correcting  the  apparent  error  in  statement 
in  table  B  of  the  redemption  of  treasury  notes,  the 
error  in  relation  to  treasury  notes  is  shown  to  be 
about  >3,500,000 

There  is  another  most  serious  and  acknmcledged 
error,  to  which  1  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House.  It  is  in  relation  to  the  amount  of  public 
debt  paid  during  certain  periods.  Statement  E,  in 
the  report  of  the  Secretary,  is  headed,  "  Statement 
of  the  amount  of  the  public  debt  paid  from  1st 
December,  1846,  to  1st  December,  1847,"  and  the 
amount  is  |9,046,511  35;  and  below,  and  connect- 
ed with  it,  "  Siatement  of  the  amount  of  interest  on 
the  public  deljt,  from  1st  December,  1846,  to  1st 
December  1847."  The  amount  of  this  is  $1,433,- 
850  29;  being  together  the  surn  of  $10,460,362  14. 
Thus  showing  the  amount  of  debt  and  interest 
paid  during  the  twelve  months  ending  1st  Decem- 
ber, 1847. 

Table  Q.,  in  the  same  report,  is  headed  as  follows: 
"  Table  of  payments  made  annually  on  account  of 
the  interest  and  principal  of  public  debt,  from  the 
4lh  March,  J789,  to  the  1st  December,  1847." 
From  this  it  appears  that  the  total  amount  of  pay- 
ments of  public  debt  and  interest  from  the  1st  July, 

1846,  to  1st  December,  1847,  seventeen  months, 
and  embracing  the  same  months  as  in  table  E, 
is  $9,261,259  08;  that  is,  that  the  amount  paid  for 
.seventeen  months  is  $1,219,103  06  less  than  the 
other  table  shows  to  have  been  paid  for  apart  of 
the  tiiTie.  ^ 

It  will  be  perceived  that  the  object  of  both  these 
tables  was  only  diiferent  in  this  respect,  that  the 
first  gave  the  payments  for  one  year,  and  the  other 
for  a  series  of  years;  and  yet,  this  enormous  dis- 
crepancy '. 

The  "  Union,"  in  the  article  referred  to  above, 
acknowledges  this  error  as  follows: 

"  liOokini^  through  the  tables  appcTuled  |o  the  report,  we 
find  two  others,  which  may  require  exjilanalion.  'J'ahU'  E, 
(m  pa'.M!  43,  contains  a  slatejiiciu  ofthe  amount  of p\ililie  debt 
paid  from  Decimiber  1,  1846,  to  T)c  ceniber  I,  1847,  amount- 
ing, principal  and  interest,  to  ^10,480,302  10.  Table  a,  on 
page  67,  contains  a  stiitement  of  the  payments  made  annu- 
ally on  account  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public 
deiit,  from  tin;  4th  of  March,  1789,  to  the   1st  of  Decejnber, 

1847.  Here  we  find  that  the  payments  on  these  accounts,  fr(uu 
July  1,  1816,  to  June  30,  1847,  amounted  to  ,*6,722,031  ;!9; 
and  from  June  30  to  December  1,  1847,  to  f  2,.539,237  69— 
together,  ,|9,2j1,2.VJ  08. 

■"  Mow  is  this.'  According  to  table  E,  the  payments  on 
account  of  Ihe  public  debt  amounted,  in  twelve  months,  to 
nearly  ten  millions  and  a  half;  while,  according  to  table  (i, 
the  payments  on  the  same  account  amounted,  in  seventeen 
months,  to  little  more  than  nine  millions  and  a  quarter; 
while  in  these  seventeen  months  are  included  the  very 
twilve  months  that  are  embraced  in  table  E." 

This  attempted  explanation  is  too  long  to  be 
inserted.  Indeed  it  is  no  explanation  at  all,  but 
only  amount.s  to  a  statement  that  the  trouble  arises 
from  the  confused  mode  of  keeping  the  accounts 
at  the  treasury.  This  is  no  apology  whatever  for 
these  two  conflicting  statements  in  the  same  report, 
for  the  same  materials  were  on  Itand  in  one  case  as 


in  the  other.  If  the  Secretary  does  not  know  the 
amount  of  debt  paid  in  the  time  named,  he  should 
give  place  to  some  one  who  can  find  it  out. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  it  may  be  useful  to  pause 
and  examine  for  a  moment  the  financial  labors  of 
the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department.  During  the 
last  session  of  Congress  he  estimates  the  amount 
required  to  meet  all  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  30th  of  June,  1848,  and  asks  for  a  loan 
to  meet  the  deficiency.  All  that  he  asks  is  granted; 
but  before  one-half  of  the  year  is  passed,  he 
informs  Congress  that  his  calculations  were  all 
wrong,  and  that  an  additional  loan  would  be  re- 
quired of  about  eighteen  and  a  half  millions  of  dol- 
lars to  meet  the  expenses  ofthe  Government  to  that 
time.  Tllis  communication  is  made  to  Congress 
on  the  9th  of  December;  but  by  the  time  that  the 
communication  is  printed  in  full,  on  the  I9th  of 
January,  he  informs  Congress,  through  the  Chief 
Clerk,  that  lie  had  made  the  gross  error  of  more 
tlian  six  millions  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
and  that  his  receipts  had  been  that  mucli  more 
than  he  was  aware  of  when  he  made  his  report, 
and  that  the  amount  of  the  loan  might  be  dimin- 
ished to  that  extent.  There  is  much  parade  ofthe 
mistake  of  a  clerk  in  preparing  statements,  and 
very  unnecessary  trouble  is  expended  in  showing 
how  this  error  occurred.  It  is  far  more  remarkable 
that  any  man  should  ever  be  at  the  head  of  the 
Treasury  that  could,  by  any  possibility,  make  a 
mistake  in  stating  his  resources  at  nearly  seven 
millions  of  dollars  short  ofthe  true  amount.  What 
kind  of  knowledge  must  he  have  ofthe  finances  of 
the  country,  if  he  can  lose  this  sum  without  know- 
ing it,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  in  the  formal 
annual  official  communication  to  Congress,  make 
a  statement  of  the  achtal  rtceipts  into  the  treasury 
seven  millions  short  ofthe  amount.  The  error  is 
one  which  shows  an  ntlcr  ignorance  of  the  affairs 
ofthe  department  and  the  state  of  the  finances  of 
the  country  which  is  truly  alarming. 

In  order,  however,  to  show  the  incompetency 
ofthe  head  of  this  department  more  strikingly,  it 
1  now  appears  that  his  original  mistake  was  not  as 
;  great  as  he  supposed  it  was  ;  and  in  his  correction 
'  of  the  former  blunder,  he  has  made  another  of  a 
[  very  serious  amount. 

j  Mr.  Chairman,  a  most  serious  question  arises: 
j  What  confidence  have  we  in  the  safety  of  the 
;  funds  of  the  Government.'  I  mean  not  to  charge 
any  dishonesty  upon  the  head  of  that  department; 
I  far  from  it.  But  where  is  the  check  upon  the 
large  number  of  persons  through  whose  hands,  in 
I  one  form  or  another,  the  money,  and  treasury 
notes,  and  stock  certificates  pass.'  What  is  the 
system  of  accountability?  Does  the  Secretary 
j  mean  to  issue,  in  violation  of  law,  the  amount  of 
treasury  notes  which  he  saj's  will  be  available 
!  during  the  present  fiscal  year.'  How  many  mil- 
lions of  treasury  notes  must  be  lost  or  stolen  in 
'  order  to  enable  the  Secretary  to  discover  the  loss.' 
Why  does  not  the  public  voice  indignantly  de- 
mand that  these  matters  should  be  explained,  and 
that  the  dreaming  philosopher  at  the  head  of  the 
Treasury,  witli  all  his  schemes,  notions  of  free 
trade,  and  his  laborious  trifling,  should  give  up 
his  post  to  a  person  having  some  practical  skill  in 
the  afiairs  of  life — some  knowledge  ofthe  finances 
of  the  counlry.'  The  reason  doubtless  is,  that 
the  millions  upon  millions  which  are  squantlered, 
worse  than  thrown  away  in  this  miserable  war 
with  Mexico,  renders  the  public  quite  indifferent 
to  minor  matters.  The  repealed  and  successive 
blunders  and  counter-blunders  of  millions  of  dol- 
lars, which  would,  in  any  other  period  of  our 
history,  have  thrust  any  Secietary  from  office, 
covered  him  with  disgrace,  and  made  him  the 
reproach  and  by- word  of  the  whole  land,  is  justly 
considered  as  only  one  of  the  minor  enormities  of 
this  Administration.  This  horrible  war  with  Mex- 
ico, and,  most  of  all,  the  nefarious  and  heathenish 
principles  openly  avowed  by  men  occupying  re- 
sponsible stations  in  the  Government — the  publicly 
setting  at  naught  the  eternal  and  unchangeable 
principles  of  justice,  of  right,  antl  of  truth,  and  the 
control  of  a  superintending  Providence,  the  law  of 
the  Almighty  Piuler  ofthe  Universe,  and  worship- 
ping "  (Zrsti)!!/"— relying  upon  superior  power,  in- 
dulging in  an  unholy  thirstfor  empire— these  things 
may  well,  as  they  do,  occupy  the  jniblic  mind,  and 
the  extrcmest  confusion  and  disorder,  if  nothing 
worse,  in  the  finances,  may  well  be  considered 
as  of  minor  consequence. 

It  may  be  amusing  to  inquire  what  has  occupied 
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the  attention  of  the  learned  and  laborious  Secre- 
tary, for  he  is  distinguished  for  curious  learning 
and  the  most  severe  labors.  It  has  not  been  the 
common-place  duties  of  understanding  the  condi- 
tion of  his  department  and  attending  to  the  dull 
routine  of  their  discharge,  which  has  been  the 
ambition  of  his  predecessors,  but  visions,  dreams, 
revelations  have  engrossed  the  mind  of  tlie  Secre- 
tary— "  enthusiasm,"  as  the  organ  calls  it.  In- 
terminable tables  of  figures,  of  no  value  except  to 
exhibit  great  and  bootless  labor,  tending  to  no 
practical  results;  learned  and  abstract  disquisi- 
tions; the  most  wild  and  extravagant  calculations, 
have  occupied  the  weary  days  and  sleepless  nights 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  So  imaginative 
and  poetical  a  head  of  the  department  surely  was 
never  before  seen.  Let  us  turn  to  what  may  well 
be  called  the  poetry  of  finance.  The  Secretary  has 
the  rare  talent  of  making  the  figures  of  arithmetic 
the  vehicle  of  the  wildest  visions  of  the  imagina- 
tion; and  I  am  sure,  Mr.  Chairman,  after  the 
patient  attention  which  has  been  given  to  my  dry 
details,  the  committee  are  surely  entitled  to  what- 
ever is  amusing  and  poetical  in  the  matter. 

The  Secretary,  in  the  23d  page  of  his  report, 
says:  "  By  table  BB,  it  appears  that  the  augment- 
'  ation  ofour  domestic  exports,  exclusive  of  specie, 
'  last  year,  compared  with  the  preceding,  was 
'  §48,856,802,  or  upwards  of  48  per  cent;  and,  at 
'  the  same  rate  per  cent,  per  annum  of  augmenta- 
'  tion,  would  amount,  in  1849,  per  table  CC,  to 
'  ^329,959,993,  or  much  greater  than  the  domestic 
'  export  from  State  to  State.  The  future  per  cent- 
*  age  of  increase  may  not  be  so  great." 

This  table  CC  is  a  curiosity  in  its  way: 

CC. — statement  showing  what  the  domestic  exports  of  the 
United  Slates,  exclusive  of  gold  aiul  silver,  would  be  on  the 
30tk  of  June,  1349,  if,  during  each  of  the  three  years  s«c- 
ccsding  the  last  fiscal  year,  the  per  ccnta^e  of  augmentation 
were  the  same  as  during  the  last  fiscal  year. 


The  increase  of  domestic  e.\ports  of  tlie  United  States,  ex- 
clusive of  gold  and  silver,  on  the  aoth  of  June,  1847,  as 
compared  with  the  year  1845,  was  $48,856,802— being 
48.0J316  per  cent. 


June  3D 
1846 
1847 
18«18 
1849 


Domestic  e,x- 

ports,  exclusive 

of  specie. 


$101,718,042 
150,574,844 
222,e9S,:j50 
3-29,959,993 


Per  cent. 

48.00316. 


$72,^3,506 
107,061,643 
158,485,063 


Domestic 
exports. 


$222,898,356 
339,959,993 

488,445,050 


1848 
1849 
1850 


Treasury  Department, 

Register's  Office,  December  1,  1847. 

DANIEL  GRAHAM,  RcgUter. 

I  do  not  know,  sir,  why  the  Secretary  should 
have  stopped  with  the  year  1850.  I  have  figured 
myself  a  little  on  this  subject.  I  had  not  the 
courage  to  encounter  the  vulgar  fractions;  and, 
instead  of  the  annual  per  centage  of  increase  of 
48  316-10,000ths,  I  have  taken  fifty  per  cent.,  as  a 
few  millions  are  of  no  consideration  in  dealing 
with  such  enormous  sums.  I  find,  sir,  by  tlrus 
following  out  the  table,  the  amount  of  domestic 
exports  in  1855  would  be  over  $3,800,000,000— 
three  thousand  eight  hundred  millions  of  dollars! 
And  by  the  time  this  twenty  years'  loan  would 
become  due,  the  amount  would  be  beyond  compu- 
tation. 

The  Secretary  has  extravagantly  over-estimated 
in  his  report  the  amount  of  productive  industry  of 
the  country  at  p,000,000,000  annually,  and  yet,  if 
his  table  of  calculations  is  to  be  followed  out,  in 
1855  the  annual  domesticexports  on  its  basis  would 
be  greater  than  tlie  entire  productive  industry  of 
the  country. 

I  do  not  mean  to  be  understood  to  say,  that  the 
Secretary  estimates  thjU  this  rate  of  increase  is  to 
continue.  Indeed,  he  says,  in  so  many  words, 
"  the  future  per  centage  of  increase  may  not  be  so 
great." 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  he  had  some  practical 
object  in  view  in  the  statements  above,  and  in  giv- 
ing us  this  elaborate  calculation.  I  do  not  charge 
him  with  a  deliberate  purpose  to  mislead  and  de- 
ceive the  public  by  such  exhibits.  I  nm  inclined 
to  think  it  is  only  the  "  enthusiasm"  that  the  editor 
of  the  "  Union"  admired  so  much — the  result  of 
vague,  indefinite,  visionary  schemes  and  notions, 
which  on  many  other  occasions  have  distinguished 
the  productions  of  this  functionary. 

He  follows  up  this  same  course  of  reasoning  in 
table  SS,  of  his  report,  which  is  a  "  statement  show- 
'  ing  what  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States  would 


'  be  on  the  30th  .Tune,  1857,  if,  during  each  of  the 
'  ten  years  succeeding  the  last  fiscal  year,  the  per 
'  centage  of  augmentation  were  the  same  as  during 
'  the  last  fiscal  year." 

This  calculation  shows  the  tonnage  during  the 
year  1847  as  being  $2,839,046,  and  the  estimated 
tonnage  in  1857  to  be  ^7,926,377.  Y-^hat  can  be 
more  insulting  to  the  common  sense  of  the  nation 
than  such  calculations,  were  it  not  that  they  are 
too  laughable  to  excite  any  other  feeling  than  amuse- 
ment? 

I  am  reminded  by  gentlemen  around  me  that  the 
Secretary  has  pursued  the  same  course  of  figuring 
in  relation  to  other  matters;  but  I  forbear  to  mul- 
tiply instances  of  this  kind,  and  will  only  add  one 
further  extract  from  his  report.  On  the  22d  page 
he  says: 

"An  addition  of  thirty  cents  each  to  the  consumption  of 
our  products  exchanged  from  State  to  State  by  out  own 
people  would  furnish  an  increased  market  of  the  value  only 
of  $n,3O0,00J;  whereas  an  increase  of  thirty  cents  each,  by 
a  system  of  liberal  exchanges  with  the  people  of  all  the 
world,  would  give  us  a  market  for  an  additional  value  of 
,$300,000,000  i)er  annum  of  our  exports.  Such  an  addition 
cannot  occur  by  refusing  to  receive  in  exchange  the  prnrducts 
of  other  nations,  and  demanding  the  $300,000,000  per  annum 
in  specie,  which  could  never  be  supplied;  but,  by  receiving 
foreign  products  at  low  duties  in  exciiangc^  for  our  exports, 
such  an  augmentation  might  take  place.  The  only  obstacles 
to  suoh  exchanges  are  the  duties  and  the  freights." 

What  can  be  more  absurd  than  this  statement! 
I  need  not  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  have  no  per- 
sonal unkind  feelings  towards  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  I  have  commented  freely,  and  in  terms 
which  I  think  they  deserved,  upon  his  public  acts, 
and  the  mode  in  which  he  has  administered  the 
afliairs  of  his  department.  I  think,  since  he  has 
been  in  this  ofiice,  he  has  done  more  to  the  injury 
of  the  country  than  any  other  man.  He  has  pre- 
ferred the  praise  and  approbation  ofour  commercial 
rivals  to  the  true  prosperity  and  peace  of  his  coun- 
try, and  has  never  brought  to  the  administration  of 
the  finances  of  the  country  those  qualities  of  prac- 
tical wisdom,  sound  sense, and  enlarged  experience 
so  necessary  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Treasury  Department. 

I  had  designed,  sir,  to  have  said  something  on 
the  subject  of  the  loan  bill  which  has  passed  this 
House,  and  may  return  to  us  again,  but  my  time 
is  exhausted. 

Mr.  McLANE  addressed  the  committee  as  fol- 
lows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  do  not  rise  to  reply  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Rock- 
well,] who  has  just  taken  his  seat.  To  an  hon- 
orable friend  on  my  left  [Mr.  McKay]  more  ap- 
propriately belongs  that  task;  and  though  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  enjoys  in  his  own 
State  no  mean  repute  as  a  financier,  yet  I  do  not 
think  the  assault  he  has  just  made  on  the  estimates 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  prove  to  rest 
on  any  surer  foundation  than  that  which  served  to 
sustain  the  efforts  of  those  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  who  have  preceded  him,  in  the  hitherto 
fruitless  task  of  impeaching  the  accuracy  of  Mr. 
Walker's  estimates.  To  those  estimates  I  propose 
to  direct  some  reflections.  But,  before  doing  so, 
I  desire  to  refer  to  a  speech  delivered  in  this  Hall 
some  weeks  since  by  an  honorable  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  R.  W.  Thompson.]  The  very 
great  latitude  allowed  to  debate,  in  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  now  before  the  committee — and 
more  particularly  the  example  presented  on  day 
before  yesterday,  when  the  very  topics  to  which  I 
propose  to  refer  were  covered  in  all  their  aspects, 
personal  and  political — renders  all  apology  un- 
necessary for  the  trespass  I  am  about  to  commit 
on  the  indulgence  of  tlie  committee. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Indiana  has  been 
pleased  to  consider  it  his  peculiar  function  to  vin- 
dicate the  truth  of  history,  in  so  far  as  he  has 
found  that  history  violated  in  the  expression  of 
my  views  and  opinions  upon  the  abstract  justice 
and  necessity  of  tlii.s  Mexican  V/ar.  I  have,  he 
says,  entirely  mistaken  the  great  questions  of  his- 
tory which  are  involved  in  the  origin  and  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war;  and  having  thus  mistaken  and 
misstated  these  questions,  he  finds  I  have  made 
my  erroneous  view  of  them  suljserve  the  party 
purposes  of  the  existing  Administration.  To  use 
his  own  language,  he  says: 

"Tim  g';ntleman,)u  my  conception,  has  entirely  mistaken 
llie  great  (luesiions  of  history  which  are  involved  in  the  ori- 
gin and  pros(  ciitioii  of  the  war;  and  has  made  those  f|iics- 
tions,  thus  misi-lnicd  by  him,  suh.^erve  what,  f  think  I  shall 
he  able  to  show,  wore  exclusively  and  enliroly  the  party 
purposes  of  this  Administration. 


"The  gentleman's  speech,  as  originally  written  out  by 
himself,  1  presume,  ajul  published  in  the  "  Union,"  con- 
tained the  assumption — in  order  to  justify  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  the  issuance  of  the  order  of  the  13th 
January,  1846,  for  the  inarch  of  the  army  to  the  valley  of  the 
Itio  Grande — that  the  President,  in  his  message  of  I)ecem- 
ber,  1845,  had  communicated  to  Congress  the  fact  that  Gen- 
eral Taylor  had  been  ordered  to  march  the  army  to  tlie 
valley  of  the  Kio  Grande.  I  quote  his  words.  He  says:  '  In 
'  December,  1845,  Congress  was  informed  that  General  Tay- 
'  lor  had  been  assigned  to  the  defence  of  the  country  west 
'  to  the  Rio  Grande.' 

"  Now,  I  have  carefully  looked  into  the  history  of  this 
thing;  X  have  carefully  examined  all  the  public  documents 
upon  which  I  can  lay  my  hands,  and  nowhere  do  I  find, 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  all  the  coinmunicatioiis 
which  emanated  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
December,  1845,  or  prior  to  that  time,  the  declaration  that 
General  Taylor  had  been  ordered  to  march  the  troops  under 
his  command  to  Ihe  Kio  Grande.  There  was  no  such  mes- 
sage, no  such  dotuiiicnt  to  be  found,  no  such  political  fact 
recorded  in  the  history  of  the  country.  The  Pre^ident  of 
the  United  States  did  communicate  to  Congress  in  Decem- 
ber, 1845,  that-he  had  assigned  Geneial  Taylor  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  army,  and  that  his  position  was  to  be  taken  be- 
tween the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande ;  but  not  that  he  was 
to  march  to  the  Rio  Grande.  The  Secretary  of  War,  at  the 
coniinencemeiit  of  that  session,  communicated  to  Congi'ess 
intelligence  of  the  fact  that  General  Taylor  had  been  as- 
signed to  the  command  of  the  country  between  the  Nueces 
and  the  Rio  Grande,  with  an  "uUiniaie  destination"  to  the 
Rio  Grande — with  a  purpose  of  ultimately  occupying  the 
valley  of  the  Rio  Grande  ;  but  nowhere,  either  in  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President,  or  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  was  there  any  communication  made  to  Congress  that 
General  Taylor  was  assigned  to  the  conunand  of  the  army, 
and  ordered  to  march  to  the  Rio  Grande." 

Sir,  here  is  a  somewhat  ostentatious  champion- 
ship of  the  truth  of  history,  by  my  honorable 
friend,  couched,  it  is  true,  in  terms  of  grace  and 
courtesy,  and  introduced  with  a  very  gracious  and 
complimentary  expression  of  respect  for  the  man- 
ner and  ability  with  which  I  applied  myself  to  the 
work  of  error  and  misrepresentation,  to  subserve 
the  party  purposes  of  this  Administration. 

Sir,  my  honorable  friend  must  permit  me  to  say 
that  I  lose  sight  of  the  gratification  1  should  natu- 
rally feel  for  his  very  flattering  judgment  of  my 
ability  or  eloquence,  deserved  or  undeserved,  when 
he  is  pleased  to  accompany  the  expression  of  his 
judgment  with  such  grave  allegations. 

Sir,  I  should  not  long  possess  ray  own  ^elf- 
respect,  if  I  could  misstate  the  history  of  my  coun- 
try to  subserve  the  party  purposes  of  this  or  any 
other  Administration.  I  do  not  imagine  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  would  impute  to  me  any  in- 
tentional misstatement  of  this  history-;  but  I  am 
not  disposed  to  avoid  the  issue  he  has  raised,  by 
an  acknowledgment  of  error  or  negligence.  I  feel, 
sir,  the  responsibility  which  rests  upon  us  all,  in 
our  deliberations  here,  to  consider  maturely  the 
subjects  that  engage  our  attention;  and  I  have 
such  respect  for  this  House,  that  I  cannot  acknowl- 
edge I  have  either  mistaken  or  misstated  the  histor- 
ical facts  connected  with  this  Mexican  war  ques- 
tion, until  I  meet  with  other  instructions  than  is 
afforded  by  the  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Indiana.  The  first  issue  presented  by  this 
speech  is  to  be  found  in  the  following  words,  as 
stated  in  the  extract  just  read  from  the  pamphlet 
copy  of  his  speech,  which  he  politely  handed  to 
me  immediately  on  its  publication,  to  wit: 

"  In  December,  1845,  Congress  was  inform- 
ed THAT  General  Taylor  had  been  assigned 
TO  the, defence  of  the  country  west  of  the 
Rio  Grande." 

I  propose,  sir,  to  repeat  and  reaflirm  this  posi- 
tion and  historical  statement,  in  all  its  original 
integrity;  and  I  shall  present  from  the  record  the 
most  positive  and  aflii-malive  proof  of  its  accuracy. 
I  shall  then,  sir,  feel  it  my  duty  to  comment  upon, 
and,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression,  to  ex- 
pose, the  very  extraordinary  statements  and  argu- 
ments submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
in  refutation  of  this  relation  of  historical  fact, 
taken  almost  literally  from  the  annual  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War.  I  shall,  I  think,  convict 
my  honorable  friend  of  the  sin  oC  omission,  in  not 
seeing  what  was  on  the  face  of  the  record;  and  of 
the  sin  of  commission,  in  saying  that  he  found  on 
the  record  that  which  is  not  on  the  record  at  all. 
I  shall  then,  further,  I  think,  satisfy  him  that  lie 
has  misappniiendrd  the  record  when  he  read  it  cor- 
rectly, and  misapplied  it  afier  he  inisapprehend- 
cd  it,  by  offering  it  in  refutation  of  a  statemeirt  of 
fact  entirely  different  from  the  relation  of  historical 
fact  he  had  cn-^aged  to  overturn.  As  positive  and 
aflirmativeproufthat  I  wasaccuraie  in  the  position 
that,  "in  nerembcr,  1845.  Cont^ress  %cas  informed 
'  lliat  General  Taijlor  had  been  assigned  to  Ihe  defence 
'  q/'  the  country  west  to  the  Rio  Grande,"  1  bt-g  to 
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read  from  llie  President's  message  of  December 
2,  1845: 

"  Tlie  jurisriictiDii  of  tho  Uiiiteil  Statos — wliicli.  at  the 
formaiioii  of  the  Federal  Coiistiliitioii,  was  boundeil  by  the 
St.  Mary ':^,  on  the  Atlaiitii — has  passed  llie  capes  of  Florida, 
and  b^'OM  pi.-acofiilly  e.xttMidcU  to  llio  Del  Noito.-"' 

"Since  tliat  tinio,  Mexico  has,  until  recently,  occupied 
an  altitude  nf  liostiliiy  towards  the  United  Srates — lias  been 
marshalling  and  organizing  armies,  issuini;  proclan):itions, 
and  avowinu'  the  intention  to  make  war  on  tlie  United 
Slates,  either  by  an  open  declaration,  or  by  invading Tejas. 
Both  the  (.^onaress  and  convention  of  the  people  of  Te.\as 
invited  'this  Government  to  send  an  army  into  that  territory, 
to  protect  and  deltnd  them  against  the  menaced  attack. 
The  moment  the  terms  of  annexation  offered  by  the  United 
States  were  accepted  by  Texas,  the  latter  became  so  far  a 
part  of  our  own  country  as  to  make  it  our  duty  to  .ilford 
such  protection  and  defence.  I  therefore  deemed  it  proper, 
as  a  precautionary  measure,  to  order  a  strong  squadron  to 
the  coasts  of  .Mexico,  and  to  coneintrate  an  elticient  military 
force  on  the  western  frontier  of  Texiu*.  Our  army  was  or- 
dered to  take  position  in  the  country  between  the  Nueces  and 
the  Del  Norie,  and  to  rep.  1  any  iii\a?ioii  of  Hie  'i'exau  terri- 
tory wliicli  mijjiit  be  attempted  by  tiie  Mexican  forces." 

And  also  from  the  Secretary  of  War's  report, 
November  29,  1845,  and  communicated  to  Con- 
gress with  the  message  of  December  2,  1845: 

"The  ready  acceptance  on  the  part  of  Texas  of  the  terms 
ofaunexaii')!!  profTered  by  this  Government,  excited  the  ill- 
■will  of  t'ne  Government  of  iN'Iexlco.  Tliat  Itepnblie  menaced 
the  ininiediate  commencement  of  hostilities  against  the 
United  ;»tates,  and  set  on  foot,  as  it  was  said,  extensive 
preparations  to  invade  and  subjugate  Texas.  Pursuant  to 
your  directions,  an  army  of  occupation  was  a-senibled  in 
that  State,  and  Brigadier  General  Taylor  assigned  to  the 
command  of  it.  He  was  instructed  to  repel  Mexican  ag- 
gressions, and  to  iirotect  the  country  from  Indian  invasions  ; 
to  regard  tlie  Kio  del  iVotte  as  its  western  boundary  ;  and  to 
select  a  position  forhis  forces  with  reference  to  this  frontier, 
but  to  leave  unmolested  Mexican  settlements,  and  also  mil- 
itary posts,  should  there  be  any  such  posts  on  the  east  bank 
of  that  river  which  were  in  the  occupancy  of  Mexican  forces 
previously  to  the  period  when  Texas  assented  to  the  terms  of 
aunexalion." 

I  read  thus  at  length,  that  there  may  be  no  room 
left  for  misapprehension  in  regard  to  theoniy  point 
at  issue,  to  wit: 

"  In  December,  1845,  Canpe^s  ?(•««  informed  that  General 
Tayhr  hail  hee-n.  iissi;;ncj  to  the  defence  of  the.  country  west  to 
the  Rio  Gri:ndc." 

I  would  now,  sir,  turn  for  a  inoment  to  this  vol- 
unteer championship  of  historical  trulh.  What 
does  my  friend  from  Indiana  say,  to  ret'ute  the  po- 
sition tlius  affirmatively  and  positively  proved  frotn 
the  record  .'  He  says,  in  the  extract  from  his  speech 
which  I  have  just  read: 

"  lyfoi:;  I  hare  arefuUy  hoked  into  the  history  oflhU  thing; 
J  have  carcf.dly  c^iunined  all  the  {iitblic documeiUs  ujiLin  which 
I  cayi  lay  my  hands  ;  and  nowhere  do  I  find,  from  the  licgin- 
niitg  to  the  end  of  all  the  coinmunii-alions'irhichemfntated  from 
the  President  of  the  UniCttd  Slates  in  December,  184.'j,  or  prior 
to  that  lime,  thk  dkii.xration   that  Gkneral -Taylor 

HAD    BEtiN   0R1)EKI;I>   TO    .MAKCH    IIlS    TROOPS    TO   THE    RiO 

Grande." 

Now,  sir,  here  is  a  rnis.apprehension  and  a  mis- 
statement of  the  position  he  proposed  to  refute 

here  is  the  substitution  of  the  idea  of  an  express  I 
order  to  maicli  troops  to  the  Rio  Grande,  instead 
of  my  real   position,  so  very  explicitly  stated  in  j 
his  own  speech,  "  Ihat  General  Taijtor  had  been  as-  i 
si>;ned  to  the  defence   of  the  country  u-esl  to  the  Rio  '. 
Grandt:" — a  distinction  the  more  important,  when  j 
We  consider  the  seciuel   of  my  argument,   which 
left  the  re.-<pai)sibility  of  seleciing,  or  advisin"  the  ' 
selection  of,  the  particular  ]iosls   to   be  occupied, 
with  the   commanding  general,  and   referred   the  '• 
whole  responsibility  of  taking  military  possession 
west  to  the  Rio  Grande,  to  llie  posiiive  orders  of 
our  Government,  issued  as  early  us  June,  1815,  in-  I 
formation  of  which  was  communicated  to  Congress  I 
in  December,  1845,  as  fully  appears  from  the  rec-  ; 
ord  just  read;  while  the  particular  order  of  Janu-  i 
ary  J.'J,  1846,  was  subordinate  to  the  original  and   i 
primitive  action  of  the  Government  in  June,  1845, 
and  was  taken,  in  concurrence  wiih  the  command-  j 
in^  general,  as  a  further  and  necessary  means  of  ' 
mamtainmg  our  boundary  and  possession  to  the 
Rio  Grande,  which  Congress  had   been  informed 
waB  already  desigimted  to  General  Taylor  as  the  ' 
western  frontier  of 'I'exas. 

Sir,  1  cimnot  suppo.tethat  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  designedly  misapprehended  or 
mi.Hstated  the  [lOriition  he  had  undertaken  to  con- 
trovert; therefore,  sir,  I  assume  that  he  considered 
the  idea  he  here  expresses  in  regard  to  an  order  to 
march  troops  to  the  Rio  Grande  as  identical  with 
my  position,  (hat  General  Taylor  had  been  assign- 
ed to  the  defence  of  the  country  we.vt  to  the  Rio 
Grande— a  position  wiiich  the  genl!cm:ii)  from  In- 
diana will  feel  and  acknowledge,  is  fully  snsiaincd 
by  the  report  of  the  .Secretary  of  War,  which,  not- 
withstanding  hi.s  careful    examination   of  all  the 


docvments,  was  overlooked  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana.  I  am  the  more  contirmed  in  this  impres- 
sion, from  the  tact  that  the  gentleman  .says,  in  the 
extract  fVom  his  speech  which  I  have  read,  that 
"  the  Secretary  of  Ji'ar,  at  the  commencement  of  that 
'  session  (December,  1845,)  communicated  to  Co?i- 
^  gress  intelligence  of  the  fuel  that  General  Taylor  hud 
'  been  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  country  between 
'  the  .^Aieces  and  the  liio  Grande,  with  an  '  xUlimate 
'  destination'  to  the  Rio  Grande." 

I  am  constrained  to  believe  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman never  read  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  for  there  is  no  such  coinmuhication  or  state- 
ment in  it  as  that  which  I  have  just  stated  in  the 
terms  and  language  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Indiana.  All  tliat  is  to  be  Ibund  in  that  re- 
port about  the  orders  to  General  Taylor,  and  the 
Texan  frontier,  is  that  which  I  have  already  read, 
and  which  says  nothing  about  '' ultimate  destina- 
tion.^' No  such  terms  can  be  found  in  the  report, 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  explicit  declaration  that  General  Taylor 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  army  of  occu- 
pation in  Texas,  to  repel  iNIexican  aggressions  and 
to  repel  Indian  invasions,  and  "  io  regard  the  Rio 
^  del  .yorle  as  its  (Texas')  icestern  boundary,  and  to 
'  select  a  position  for  his  forces  with  reference  to  this 
'frontier."  I  assume,  then,  sir,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  is  not  playing  upon  terms,  and 
changing  the  issue  "■that  General  Taylor  had  been 
assig7ied  to  the  defence  of  the  country  ivest  to  the  Rio 
Grande,"  into  the  mere  technical  declaration  '■^that 
General  Taylor  had  been  ordered  to  march  the  troops 
under  his  command  to  the  Rio  Grande;"  and  this  as- 
sumption I  must  make,  to  avoid  a  conclusion  more 
unfortunate  for  that  gentleman  than  the  one  I  have 
already  enunciated,  to  wit:  that  he  has  sinned  a 
sin  of  omission,  in  not  reading  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  when  he  so  carefully  examined  all 
the  documents;  and  a  sin  of  commission,  when  he 
stated  to  this  House  that  the  Secretary  of  War,  at 
the  commencement  of  that  session,  (December, 
1845,)  communicated  to  Congress  one  word  about 
the  "  ultimate  destination"  of  General  Taylor.  Sir, 
I  have  thus  referred  to  the  misapprehension  of  the 
position  in  my  spcecli  which  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  proposed  to  controvert,  and  to  his  double 
sin  of  omission  and  commission  in  his  examination 
of  the  public  records  of  history,  to  vindicate  which 
he  seemed  the  chosen  chamj)ion.  A  word  now 
upon  his  misapprehension  and  misapplication  of 
these  records,  wliere  he  has  not  omitted  to  exam- 
ine them,  and  where  he  states  correctly  their  con- 
text. 

1  refer  to  his  view  of  that  order  to  General  Tay- 
lor, in  which  he  is  instructed  that  his  ultimate  desti- 
nation was  the  Rio  Grande.  This  order,  as  the 
gentleman  himself  says  in  a  subsequent  part  of  his 
argument,  was  issued  before  the  terms  of  annexa- 
tion ort'ered  by  Congress  had  been  accepted  by 
Texas;  and,  as  is  very  clear  on  its  face,  expresses 
to  General  Taylor  the  inslruciions  of  his  Govern- 
ment, that  his  ultimate  destination,  when  Texas 
shall  have  accepted  our  lerms  of  annexation,  will 
be  the  western  frontier  of  Texas — the  Rio  Grande 
— on  or  near  which  lie  will  take  his  position.  1 
will  read  the  whole  letter: 

[Coufideiitial.] 

War  DKrARTMENT,  June  l."),  184.'>. 

Kir:  On  the  4th  d.iy  of  July  next,  or  very  soon  thereafter, 
the  convention  ol  the  people  of  'i'exas  will  probably  accept 
tlie  proposition  of  annexation,  under  tlie  joint  resolutions  of 
the  late  Congress  of  the  United  States.  That  aeceplance 
will  constitute  Ti'xas  an  integral  portion  of  our  country. 

In  aniitipalion  of  that  event  you  will  forthwith  make  a 
forward  movement  with  the  troops  under  your  command, 
and  advaiK'O  to  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine,  or  to  such  otlier 
point  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  or  its  navigable  waters,  as  in 
y(nir  jinlgmcnt  may  be  most  convenient  for  an  embarkation 
at  the  piopir  time  for  the  western  frontier  of  Texas. 

In  leaving  to  your  judgment  to  decide  the  route,  it  is  in- 
tended th.il  you  choose  the  most  expeditious,  having  due 
regard  to  tlieliealth  and  elliciency  of  the  troops  on  reaching 
the  point  of  destination. 

The  force  under  your  immediate  command  al  and  near 
Fort  Jesup  to  he  put  in  motion  on  the  r<ci  ipt  of  these 
instructions,  will  \n\  the  third  and  fourth  riKiments  of  infan- 
try, and  seven  comiianies  of  the  sce(nul  regiment  of  dra- 
goons. 'I'lie  two  absent  companies  of  the  fourth  infantry 
have  been  ordered  to  join  their  regiments.  Artillery  will  be 
ordi.Ted  iVom  New  (Jrleaiis. 

It  is  nnilcr.-tood  that  suit.ible  foraga  for  cavalry  cannot  be 
obtaiiiid  ill  tlie  reeion  which  the  troops  are  to  occupy;  if 
this  be  >o,  tin:  dragoons  must  leave  their  horses  and  serve 
a<  ritlcincii.  lint  it  is  po-isible  that  horses  of  the  country, 
iii-cusioined  to  subsist  on  mi  ager  linage,  maybe  procured  if 
it  be  found  luK'i'ssary.  Y«ii  \\  ill  Ihciefore  taki;  the  precau- 
tion to  order  a  porlionof  the  cavalry  equipments  to  accom- 
pany th(!  regiment,  with  a  viinv  to  mounted  service. 

TVic  point  of  -your  nltitnal.e  destination  is  tite  v<estrm  frontier 
of  Texui,  where  you  wUl  select  and  occupy,  on  or  near  t/te  Rio 


Graitde  del  Norte,  such  a  site  as  tmll  consist  u-ith  the  health  of 
tlie  troops,  and  vill  be  best  adapted  to  repel  invasion,  end  to 
protect  uliiit,  in  the  event  of  anncTatiGn,  nil!  be  our  western 
liordcr.  You  will  limit  yourself  to  the  defence  of  lite  ter-.-itory 
of  Texas,  unless  Mexico  should  declare  u'at  as,ainsl  the  United 
Stales. 

Your  movement  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  ami  your  prepara- 
tions to  embark  for  the  western  frontier  of  Texas,  are  to  be 
made  without  any  delay;  but  you  will  not  effect  a  landing 
on  that  frontier  until  you  have  yourself  ascertained  the  due 
acceptance  of  Texas  "of  the  proffered  terms  of  anuexatioo, 
or  until  you  receive  directions  from  Mr.  Donelson. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfullv,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  BANCROFT. 
To  Brig,  Gen.  Z.  Taylor,  U.  S.  ^rmy,   Commanding  Isl 

Deyt.,  Fort  Jesup,  La. 

So  much  for  his  evident  misapprehension  of 
the  record.  But  the  misapplication  of  it  is  even 
more  unfortunate;  for  this  order  of  June  15,  1845, 
thus  misapprehended,  is  treated  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  as  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
Congress  at  the  commencement  of  the  session  in 
December,  1845;  wlasn,  in  fact,  it  was  not  commu- 
nicated to  Congress  until  iMay,  1846,  after  the  war 
was  commenced.  In  December,  1845,  Congress 
had  not  the  opportunity  to  misapjirehend  or  to 
misapply  this  order  to  General  Taylor  about  his 
ultimate  destination.  They  only  knew  what  the 
President's  message  and  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  explicitly  stated — that  General  Tay- 
lor had  been  instructed  to  regard  the  Rio  Grande 
as  the  western  frontier  of  Texas,  and  to  defend  and 
protect  the  country  west  to  that  frontier.  And 
this  is  all  I  have  jiresumed  to  state;  and  it  is  to 
controvert  this  position  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  has  so  enveloped  himself  in 
errors  of  fact  and  inference. 

The  importance  of  this  position  cannot  be  over- 
rated; for  Congress,  thus  explicitly  acquainted 
with  the  policy  and  views  of  the  Executive  in  re- 
gard to  the  defence  of  our  southwestern  fron- 
tier, engaged  in  further  legislation,  which,  I  have 
argued,  affirmatively  sanctioned  the  policy  of  the 
Executive,  and  concurred  in  treating  the  Rio 
Grande  as  the  frontier  of  Texas,  It  is  to  this 
question  of  concurrence  only  that  the  position  re- 
ferred to  was  taken,  and  entirely  apart  from  the 
rightful  action  of  our  Government,  which  treated 
the  Rio  Grande  as  our  southwestern  boundary. 
In  this  view  of  the  case,  the  abstract  order  to 
march  to  the  Rio  Gninde  becomes  entirely  sub- 
ordinate to  the  occupation  of  the  country  between 
the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande,  west  to  the  latter 
river,  avoiding  all  Mexican  settlements,  and  acting 
purely  on  the  defensive;  for  Congress  having  once 
concurred  in  treating  the  Rio  Grande  as  the  fron- 
tier, the  movements  of  troops  between  that  river 
and  the  Nueces  cannot  be  called  illegal  and  uncon- 
stitutional, with  or  without  the  advice  of  the  com- 
manding general,  which  is  only  important  incident- 
ally with  other  considerations  in  indicating  the 
wisdom  and  discretion  of  the  Executive,  And  in 
this  view  only  could  I  refer  to  it;  and  in  this  view 
I  mean  to  reaffirm  and  maintain  the  position  I  have 
heretofore  taken  on  this  point,  which  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  from  Indiana  treats  as  an  assumption 
equally  unfounded  with  that  of  which  I  have  just 
treated,  and  which  not  only  violates  the  truth  of 
history,  but  does  cruel  injustice  to  General  Tay- 
lor. Sir,  I  will  not  only  rescue  history  from  such 
a  champion  as  my  friend  from  Indiana,  but  I  will 
rescue  General  Taylor  from  the  position  which 
would  do  him  no  honor  or  credit,  I  should  be 
embarrassed  in  performing  this  task,  if  I  should 
attempt  to  excuse  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  for 
the  liberty  he  has  taken  with  General  Taylor's 
opinions  ;ind  public  despatches.  Sir,  if  to  answer 
the  asstiinptions  of  my  argument,  or  to  place  Gen- 
eral Taylor  before  the  country  in  a  position  which 
will  enable  the  Whig  party,  wilhout  inconsistency, 
not  to  say  self-stultification,  to  make  him  their 
party  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  it  be  necessary 
thus  to  misapprehend  and  misstate  his  intercourse 
with  the  Government,  I  do  not  envy  the  ingenuity 
and  courage  of  that  gentleman  who  undertakes  a 
task  so  little  crcdital)le  to  the  political  morals  of 
our  countrymen.  On  this  point  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  says: 

"  Now,  sir,  words  are  verysienificantthiiigs;  and  a  single 
word  misapplied  often  does  great  mischief.  Other  gentle- 
men have  asserted  that  General  Taylor  advi'icd  the  move- 
ment to  the  Kio  Grande,  Such  was  the  argument  of  my 
friend  and  colleague  over  the  way,  [Mr.  Robinson.]  But  t 
have  heard  nobody,  except  the  gentleman  Ironi  Maryland, 
[Mr.  McLani:,]  say  that  he  'repeatedly  ureed'  it.  'I'liis  ac- 
cusation does  verv  great  injustice  to  General  Taylor,  a  gal- 
lant and  well-Iiieil  soldier;  for  he  never  either  'urgcd'or 
repealed  his  advice  of  such  a  movement.  On  the  contrary, 
all  the  su;:i-cstions  made  by  him  upon  the  subject  were  (]ual- 
ified  before  the  issuance  of  the  order.    Yet,  notwitliAtanding 
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this,  the  gentleman  says  he  'repeatedly  urged'  the  marching 
of  tiie  troops  to  the  Rio  Grande.  Sir,  it  is  not  easy  to  mis- 
take tliu  true  position  of  General  Taylor  in  tliis  matter.  He 
never  dill  positioeiy  lecommeud  the  occupancy  ..f  tlie  Kio 
Grande  valley.  He  wrote  hypothclicullii,  whenever  he  wrote 
to  the  department  on  the  siilyecl,  always  liaviag  reference 
to  the  'ultimate  destination'  of  his  army,  as  previously  indi- 
cated to  him  hy  both  Mr.  liancroft  and  Mr.  Marey.  I  repeat, 
therefore,  that  to  represent  him  in  a  dirlerent  [losition  from 
that  in  which  his  published  letters  place  liim,  is  doing  him 
great,  very  great  injustice.  If  there  is  nothing'  in  his  (losi- 
tion  todoso,  his  dislinsuished  services  at  the  lieadof  agallaiil 
army  sliouhl  guard  him  ajjainst  such  accusations.  It  is  but 
a  poor  reward  for  his  toils  now  to  he  told,  alter  he  has  braved 
the  dangers  of  the  camp  and  field  to  bring  this  war  to  an  hon- 
orable termination,  that  he  has  interfered  with  the  political 
policy  of  the  Government,  when  llic  strict  line  of  duty  called 
him  to  another  and  a  wholly  different  sphere.  As  a  soldier, 
he  has  obeyed  tlie  orders  of  his  (ioveriimeiit ;  as  a  command- 
er, he  has  covered  him.-elfwith  imperishable  fame  ;  butin 
neither  capacity  has  he  ever  undertaken  to  prescribe  acouise 
of  political  policy  for  this  Administration.  He  knows  his 
duty  loo  well,  anil  I  do  not  believe  that  he  would  swerve 
from  its  straightest  line  for  power,  [latronage,  or  place." 

Sir,  the  material  issue  here  is  simple — to  wit: 
that  General  Taylor  advised,  repeatedly  urged  the 
advance  movement  of  our  troops  from  Corpus 
Christi  further  west  to  the  Rio  Grande,  upon  both 
political  and  military  considerations.  Now,  sir,  I 
will  not  exchange,  at  this  moment,  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  any  opinion  about  General 
Taylor's  political  or  military  character.  I  shall 
respect  him  by  confining  myself  to  the  question  at 
issue.  I  shall  maintain,  by  aiflrmative  proof,  the 
position  1  have  already  taken,  and  since  assailed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  I  will  then  make 
a  more  particular  reference  to  the  terms  and  argu- 
ment in  which  that  honorable  gentleman  would 
controvert  my  position.  I  read  from  the  despatches 
of  October  4,  and  November  7,  1845: 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Taylor,  daled  Corpus  Ghristi, 
October  4,  1845. 

"  It  is  with  great  deference  that  I  make  any  suggestions 
on  topics  which  may  become  matter  of  delicate  negotiation; 
but  if  our  Government,  in  settling  the  question  of  boundary, 
makes  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande  an  ultimatum,  I  cannot 
doubt  that  the  settlement  will  be  greatly  facilitated  and 
hastened  by  our  taking  possession  at  once  of  one  or  two  suit- 
able points  on  or  quite  near  that  river.  Our  strength  and 
state  of  preparation  siiould  be  displayed  in  a  manner  not  to 
be  mistaken.  However  salutary  may  be  the  effect  produced 
upon  the  border  people  by  our  presence  here,  we  are  too 
far  from  the  frontier  to  impress  the  Government  of  Mexico 
with  our  readiness  In  vindicate,  by  force  of  arms,  if  neces- 
sary, our  title  to  the  country  as  far  as  the  Rio  Grande.  The 
'  army  of  occupation'  will,  in  a  few  days,  be  concentrated 
at  this  point,  in  condition  for  vigorous  and  eilicient  service. 
Mexico  having  as  yet  made  no  positive  declaration  of  war, 
or  commiited  any  overt  act  of  hostilities,  I  do  not  feel  at 
liberty,  under  my  instructions,  particularly  those  of  July  b, 
to  make  a  forward  movement  to  the  Rio  Grande  without 
authority  from  the  War  Department." 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Taylor, dated  Corpus  Christi, 
Teras,  November  7,  1845. 

"  Sir  :  I  respectfully  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Com- 
modore Conner,  commanding  tlie  home  squadron,  which  I 
received  by  the  '  Saratoga'  sloop-of-war,  on  the  5lh  instant. 
The  intelligence  communicated  by  tlie  Commodore  will 
doubtless  reach  the  seat  of  Goveinment  long  betbre  the 
recei|)t  of  this  letter. 

'•The  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 
October  16,  was  received  and  acknowledged  on  the  1st  and 
2d  iiistant.  I  purposely  delirred  a  detailed  reply  to  the  va- 
rious points  embraced  in  that  communication  until  I  could 
receive  an  answer  to  mine  of  October  4,  which  covered  (at 
Jeast  in  part)  the  same  ground.  The  iaUiii«cnce  jrom  Mex- 
ico, ho^rever, tends  to  modify,  in  some  desiiee,  iliu  vieirs  ex- 
riressed  in  that  communication.  The  position  now  occupied  hy 
the  troops  may,  perhaps,  he  the  best  vMie  negotiations  are 
pendim^,  or  at  any  rate  until  a  disposition  shall  be  manifested 
by  Mexico  to  jirotract  them,  unreasonably.  Under  the  suppo- 
sition tliat  such  may  be  llie  view  of  the  department,  I  shall 
make  no  movement  from  tbis  point,  except  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  the  country,  until  further  instructions  are  re- 
ceived. You  will  perceive,  from  my  orders,  tbat  reconiiois- 
sances  are  almost  constantly  in  the  field,  the  olhcers  of 
engineers  and  topographical  engineers  rendering  valuable 
service  on  these  duties.  I  refer  you  to  the  reports  made  by 
those  oHicers  to  the  chiefs  of  their  own  bureaus  fur  the  in- 
formation which  is  thus  procured  in  relation  to  the  country. 
An  examination  of  the  harbor  of  Bra/.os  Santiago  will  be 
ordered  in  a  few  days — as  soon  as  a  proper  vessel  shall  be- 
come disposable  for  that  service." 

Here,  sir,  General  Taylor  being  in  possession 
of  full  instructions  fronti  his  Government,  inform- 
ing him  that  the  Rio  Grande  was  our  southwestern 
frontier,  with  orders  issued  before  annexation, 
informing  him  (as  I  have  shown  by  the  order 
of  June  15,  1845)  that  his  ultiinate  destination, 
after  the  terms  of  annexation  were  accepted,  would 
be  that  western  frontier — with  orders  issued  after 
these  terras  were  accepted,  reaffirming  the  original 
instructions,  with  qualifications  in  regaril  to  iso- 
lated points  and  settlements  in  possession  of  Mex- 
ican authorities,  and  caution  as  to  the  defensive 
attitude  he  should  tnaintain; — thus  instructed,  he 
advises  the  advance  to  the  Rio  Grande  as  a  politi- 
cal movement,  judicious  and  advisable,  provided 
the  Government  meant  to  insist  on  the  Rio  Grande 


as  their  ultimatum  ;  with  which  policy  he  had 
nothing  to  do,  and  in  the  adoption  of  which  he 
shared  no  responsibility — it  was  for  him  only,  as 
a  ftdthful  officer  of  the  Government,  to  accept  their 
policy  and  sustain  it.  He  wrote,  as  he  himself 
says,  with  deference,  and  hypothetically,  upon 
topics  not  strictly  pertaining  to  his  military  func- 
tions; but  still,  sir,  he  wrote  not  the  less  explicitly 
or  frankly,  and  I  desire  to  add,  wisclij.  Meanwhile, 
sir.  General  Taylor  hears  from  Commodore  Con- 
ner that  Mexico  had  agreed  to  negotiate,  and  then 
General  Taylor  writes  the  despatch  of  November 
7,  1845,  in  which  he  qualifies  his  recoinmendation 
for  the  forward  movement,  by  expressing  the  opin- 
ion that  "  the  position  now  occupied  by  the  troops 
'  may  perhaps  be  the  best  while  negotiations  are 
'pending;  al  any  rate,  until  a  disposition  shall  be 
'  manifested  by  Mexico  la  protract  them  unreasona- 
'bly." 

iSir,  this  disposition  to  protract  them  unreason- 
ably was  known  to  our  Crovernment  on  the  12th  of 
January,  1846;  and  in  this  contingency,  the  coun- 
sel of  General  Taylor,  in  his  despatch  of  October 
4,  1845,  becomes  the  counsel  of  General  Taylor  in 
his  despatch  of  November  7,  1846;  and  thus,  sir, 
the  recommendation  for  a  forward  movement,  ad- 
vised in  the  despatch  of  October  4,  is  repeated  in  the 
despatch  of  November  7.  So  much  for  the  politi- 
cal or  diptomaiic  feature  of  theae  despatches.  The 
concluding  paragraph  of  the  despatch  of  Novem- 
ber 7,  refers  to  tlie  sanitary  considerations  involv- 
ed in  the  military  features  of  the  campaign,  and 
urges  strongly  upon  the  Government  the  advance 
of  our  troops  before  the  warm  weather  should 
set  in. 

Sir,  upon  these  despatches  of  October  4,  and  No- 
vember 7,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Indiana 
thus  comments: 

"Now,  Mr.  Chairtnan,  what  does  all  this  amount  to.' 
Does  not  the  gentleman  see  that  the  iu^^eUijns  of  General 
'laylor  were /njjot/iftica( merely  .'  He  had,  as  I  have  already 
sliown,  been  liiformed,  both  by  Mr.  Bancrolt  and  Mr.Marcy, 
that  his  '  ti/^Mnu/e  destination'  was  the  Kio  Grande;  and  on 
the  liyuothests  only  that  the  army  were  destined  by  the  Gov- 
erniiienl  to  occupy  tliat  teriiiory,  he  wrote  to  the  Adminis- 
tration that  if  it  u  eie  to  be  done,  for  ceitain  reasons,  it  was 
better  that  it  should  be  done  at  once.  But  as  a  political  re- 
commendation to  this  Government,  General  Taylor  never 
did  unconditionally  advise  that  our  army  should  be  marched 
to  the  Rio  Grande.  1  cannot  consent  tnat  such  an  impres- 
sion should  be  sought  to  be  made,  without  denial ;  which 
denial  1  now  make,  and  will  not  retract,  without  evidence 
greatly  more  than  1  have  yet  seen. 

"  Every  word  he  has  said  on  the  subject,  both  in  his  letter 
of  October  4th,  and  in  that  of  November  71h,  is  hypothetical 
merely — only  conditional  upon  the  fact  that  the  Government 
intended  to  pursue  the  policy  which  had  been  already  indi- 
cated to  him  by  the  Secieiaries  of  War  and  the  Navy.  But 
hypothetical  as  it  was,  it  was  qualified — withdrawn — taKen 
back,  if  }ou  please,  in  the  letter  of  November  7th,  in  which 
he  distinctly  informed  the  Administration  that  he  'should 
make  no  mo  cement'  (iom  Corpus  Christi  '  until  further  vi- 
struclioiis  are  received.'  Never  did  any  man  more  explieiily 
declare  his  designs,  and  it  is  passhig  strange  that  they  should 
be  so  wholly  misconceived." 

Here,  sir,  is  the  same  confusion  and  misappre- 
hension about  the  terms  "ultimate  destination," 
which,  as  I  have  said,  have  no  signification,  ex- 
cept as  it  refers  to  the  acceptance  of  our  terms  of 
annexation;  the  despatch  in  which  it  occurs  telling 
General  Taylor  that  this  acceptance  will  take  place 
about  the  4th  of  July,  on  the  happening  of  which 
his  destination  is  the  western  frontier  of  Texas — 
the  Rio  Grande — on  or  near  which  he  will  take  his 
position. 

No  one  doubts,  sir,  that  this  counsel  of  General 
Taylor  was  entirely  independent  of  the  responsi- 
bility and  policy  of  the  Government,  which  treated 
the  Rio  Grande  as  the  western  frontier  of  Texas. 
No  one  doubts,  sir,  that  it  was  hy])othelical;  and 
the  hypothesis  in  question  was  the  already  settled 
ullimalum,  that  the  Rio  Grande  was  onr  west- 
ern frontier.  In  this  sense  only  did  I  ever  refer 
to  it.  The  merits  of  the  original  question,  as  to 
whether  the  Rio  Grande  was  rightfully  made  our 
uliimutum,  was  not  in  any  way  connected  with 
this  counsel  of  General  Taylor;  nor  did  I  so  treat 
it.  On  the  contrary,  I  vindicated  this  policy  of 
the  Government  on  its  own  merits,  and  argued  that 
the  whole  Government  concurred  in  adopting  this 
policy.  The  counsel  of  General  Taylor  was 
referred  to  incidentally,  and  in  a  sense  collateral 
to  the  main  issue.  This  counsel  of  General  Tay- 
lor had,  in  my  mind,  peculiar  significance  in 
meeting  the  argument  of  a  very  accomplished 
gentleman  of  my  own  State  in  the  other  wing 
of  the  Capitol,  who  considered  that  our  whole 
Government — Congress  and  the  Executive — had 
concurred  rightfully  in  treating  the   Rio  Grande 


as  our  western  frontier;  but  that,  as  between  the 
diflerent  branches  of  our  Government,  the  Presi- 
dent had  sinned  in  lack  of  wisdom,  in  ordering  the 
army  to  the  Rio  Grande.  In  this  connection,  the 
whole  Government  being  rightfully  committed  to 
the  Rio  Grande  as  the  ultimatum,  the  counsel 'of 
General  Taylor  relieved  the  President  to  that  ex- 
tent. His  folly  was  shared  at  least  by  an  eminent 
and  judicious  soldier,  within  reach  of  the  enemy, 
who  had  been  for  months  reflecting  upon  Iheirdis- 
position,  and  his  own  situation  and  responsibility. 
I  can  well  understand  that  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana should  be  anxious  to  rescue  General  Taylor 
from  all  connection  with  this  horrid  march  of  the 
army  from  Corpus  Christi  to  the  Rio  Grande — 
the  last  issue  of  the  Whig  party;  for,  what  with 
the  very  independent  relation  now  borne  by  Gen- 
eral Taylor  to  all  parties  in  this  country,  if  he  is 
to  be  separated  from  his  new  friends  on  this  issue, 
how  are  they  to  seek  a  connection  with  him, 
without  the  humiliation  referred  to  by  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Duer,] — 
their  dissolution .'  Taylor  Whigs  and  Clay  Whigs 
are  alike  anxious  to  shut  their  eyes  to  their  own 
embarrassments. 

I  have  felt,  sir,  that  with  such  freedom  as  ex- 
ists on  the  other  side  of  this  House,  in  character- 
izing the  Executive  expositions  of  the  course  and 
policy  of  the  Administration  as  unworthy  of  cred- 
it, and  stigmatizing  in  masses  those*who  support 
this  policy  almost  as  participes  criminis,  with 
the  imputation  of  error  and  argumentative  as  well 
as  historical  assumption  laid  at  my  door  individ- 
ually,— I  have  felt,  I  say,  bound  thus  to  present  a 
full  exposition,  to  rebuke  (if  I  may  so  say)  this 
somewhat  ostentatious  arraignment  of  my  accu- 
racy. Besides,  sir,  I  do  not  choose  to  be  made 
the  occasion  of  calling  out  either  Clay  Vf'Tiigs  or 
Taylor  Wings  to  the  vindication  of  General  Taylor's 
character  or  judgment.  I  beg  to  assure  my  friend 
from  Indiana  that  I  do  not  need  his  assistance  to 
enable  me  to  do  justice  to  General  Taylor,  which 
I  am  able  to  do  without  any  fear  of  embarrassing 
myself  here  or  elsewhere.  This  explanation  is  the 
more  necessary,  as  my  honorable  friend  from  In- 
diana has  been  represented  to  my  constituents  as 
the  handsomest  and  most  eloquent  man  in  Congress, 
who  had  riddled  to  flinders  their  young  locofoco 
representative.  My  friend  has  been  in  Baltimore, 
and  has  heard  something  of  the  same  kind  from  the 
fairest  portion  of  my  constituency.  I  concede  to 
him,  sir,  the  palm  of  beauty  and  eloquence;  but  I 
cannot  consent  to  let  him  pass  current  as  more 
accurate  or  truthful;  he  must  permit  me,  on  this 
latter  branch  of  the  comparison,  to  hold  him  to 
the  "  wager  of  battle." 

Another  assumption — and  the  second  in  order, 
as  treated  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana, to  which  he  is  pleased  to  take  exception — 
consists,  he  says,  in  the  position  laid  down  by  me 
in  these  terms: 

"  A  reference  to  this  act  of  admission  of  the  Slate  of  Texas 
(29tli  December,  lt?45,)  will  show  that  it  was  the  Stiite  of 
Te.vas  that  was  admitted,  with  a  constitution  already  formed, 
allirmiiig  the  declaratory  statutes  which  defined  the  bound- 
ary west  to  the  Rio  Grande  ;  and  with  such  boundary  she 
was  admitted  a  State  into  the  Union." 

To  this  the  honorable  gentleman  objects,  in  the 
first  place,  that  Texas  herself,  by  her  boundary 
statute  of  1836,  acquired  no  title.  With  this  argu- 
ment on  this  head  I  do  not  propose  to  interfere. 
Having  stated  it,  he  says: 

"  I  repeat,  therefore,  that  Texas  having  acquired  no  title 
by  the  act  declaring  her  boundary  to  be  the  Kio  Grande,  none 
could  have  been  conferred  on  the  United  States,  il  we  had 
adopted  that  act.  But  we  did  not.  in  tlie  constitution  of 
Texas,  with  which  she  was  received  into  the  Union,  and 
which  was  adopted  after  the  joint  resolution  for  annexation 
li.ad  passed,  there  was  an  ex|iress  provisimi  tiiat  all  aeH  of 
her  Congress  were  athrmed  and  continued  in  full  force,  ex- 
cept those  in  derogation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  l^lates, 
or  in  violation  of  the  terms  of  annexation.  Now,  tile  joint 
resolution  of  annexation,  as  one  of  its  most  prominctii  fea- 
tures, contained  a  provision  that  the  question  of  boundary 
should  be  left  to  be  settled  by  negotiation.  And  if  theques- 
tion  of  boundary  were  to  be  settled  by  negotiation,  how  could 
this  aetofl8:J6  be  otherwise  than  inconsistent  with  the  joint 
resolution  ■■  That  act  fixed  the  boundary  without  negotia- 
tion, declared  the  Rio  Grande  to  be  the  western  boundary, 
and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  by  the  express  tf-rms  of  annexa- 
tion, had  no  binding  force  upon  the  United  Stales.  Texas, 
herself,  could  not  liave  regarded  that  statute  as  alhrmed  hy 
her  con-tituliou  :  for,  b\-  excepting  all  acts  in  conflict  with 
onr  joint  resolution,  she,  in  point  of  fact,  repealed  the  act  of 
lilth  Drcember,  1K«).  Such  is  the  legal  effect  ot  her  own 
constitution,  solemnly  made  and  ratified;  and  by  its  lerina 
she  must  now  stand." 

I  have  but  one  word  of  comment  here,  and  it  is 
to  suggest  that  I  difler  entirely  with  the  gentleman 
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from  Indiana  in  regard  to  the  qualification  in  the 
constitution  of  Texas,  under  which  he  excepts 
the  boundary  statutes  of  ]83G,  as  in  derogation  of 
the  joint  resolutions  of  annexation,  wliich  reserved 
to  the  United  Slates  the  right  to  adjust  the  bound- 
ary question.  This  reservation  merely  conferred 
on  tlie  United  >StatPS  the  right  to  cede  to  Mexico, 
in  the  exercise  of  the  treaty  power,  a  portion  of 
the  soil  of  Texas,  if,  in  the  exercise  of  that  power, 
it  should  have  been  deemed  advisable  to  fix  on  a 
boundary  east  of  the  Rio  Grande,  the  then  bound- 
ary of  Texas,  and  so  recognized  in  the  joint  reso- 
lutions of  annexation,  which  provided  for  territory 
north  and  south  of  the  parallel  of  36°  30' — a  par- 
allel which,  by  reference  to  the  map,  it  will  be  seen, 
would  never  have  been  reached  if  the  Nueces  river 
had  been  the  western  boundary  of  Texas — or,  in- 
deed, any  intermediate  river  cast  of  the  Rio  Grande; 
which  latter,  being  the  western  boundary  of  Tex- 
as, has  its  source  near  the  head  of  the  Arkansas 
river,  about  the  39th  parallel  of  latitude;  thus  sug- 
gesting to  Congress  the  necessity  and  propriety  of 
extending:  to  Texas  the  principle  of  the  Missouri 
compromise. 

The  only  remaining  issue  presented  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  to  which  I  am  called  to  reply, 
is  that  which  has  reference  to  the  act  of  December 
3,  1S45,  extending  to  Texas  the  revenue  system  of 
the  United  f^ates.  I  stated,  in  explanation,  to  the 
honorable  gentleman,  that  I  understood  the  act  of 
Congress  only  to  constitute  one  collection  district 
for  tiie  State  of  Texas,  with  a  port  of  delivery  at 
Corpus  Christi,  and  an  inspector  of  customs  at 
Point  Isabel,  near  the  Rio  Grande.  In  the  face  of 
this  explanation,  he  afiirms  that — 

"  Congress  did  not  inten<l,  by  these  acts,  to  go  beyond  the 
point  to  wliich  the  jurisdiction  of  Texas  exiendfid  at  the 
time  ot'  annexation  Tliat  point  was  tlie  county  of  San 
Patricio,  vvhicli  had  been  extended  so  as  to  embrace  Corpus 
Christi  and  iheti-rritory  immediately  adjacent,  but  liad  never, 
at  tiiat  time  gone  lurllier." 

And  in  a  note  appended  to  his  printed  speech, 
thegendeman  from  Indiana  says  : 

"  Since  tliis  speech  was  delivered,  I  have  examined,  and 
find  the  fact  to  l)c,  that  no  inspector  of  customs  ivas  ever  ap- 
point e/l  for  Point  hiihcl.  The  law  did  not  authorize  such 
an  otTicer.  The  act  of  31st  December,  1845,  provided  for  a 
collector  at  Galveston,  and  a  surveyor  for  each  of  the  ports 
of  delivery.  That  of  March  3,1847,  provided  for  a  collector 
at  Salnria,  a  deputy  collector  at  Aransas,  a  deputy  collector 
for  Sabine,  and  for  surveyors  at  the  several  ports  of  delivery 
created  by  that  ■aca—hII  cuft  of  Corpus  Christi.  IJy  the  Blue 
Bookof  1848, 1  find  that  all  tlie  officers  of  customs  appointed 
ill  Texas  by  the  Tresideiit,  reside  atGalveston,  Velasco,  and 
Sabine." 

In  reply  to  these  truly  unfortunate  errors,  I  beg 
to  refer  tiiat  gentleman  to  the  act  of  the  Texan 
Congress,  passed  24th  May,  1838,  extending  the 
county  of  San  Patricio  to  the  Rio  Grande;  and  to 
the  records  of  the  treasury,  where  he  will  find  ihat 
Daniel  S.  Terry,  on  the  19th  day  of  February, 
184G,  was  nominated  by  the  United  States  collector 
for  the  colleciion  district  of  Texas,  an  inspector  of 
customs  for  the  port  of  Point  Lsabel;  and  on  the 
9th  March,  184G,  the  nomination  and  appointment 
of  Mr.  Terry  were  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  1  beg  to  read  the  letter  of  appoint- 
ment and  confirmation: 

Collector's  Offk  e,  Galveston,  Feb.  19, 1846. 

Sir:  I  am  informally  advised  that  the  United  States 
forces,  now  stationed  at  "  Corpus  Christi,"  are  under  orders 
to  remove  to  the  '•  iirazos  San  Jago  or  Point  Isabel."  If 
such  siKMild  be  the  case,  it  is  appaient  that  it  will  be  im- 
portant for  the  protection  of  the  revenue  that  an  inspecUir 
of  the  revenue  should  hi,'  stationed  at  said  point.  If  it  should 
mett  the  views  of  thi^  deparlinent,  I  respectfully  recom- 
mend, as  a  proper  peison  for  that  ]ilace,  Daniel  S.  Terry,  a 
young  gentleman  in  whom  every  confidence  iriay  be  jilaeed. 

Very  respectfully,  H.  G.  UUNNIOLS,  Collector. 

N.  B.  I  am  informed,  since  writing  the  above,  that  ealcn- 
latioiis  are  being  made  for  the  purpo.se  of -iiiiiL:;;liiii;  as  soon 
asi  the  army  shall  arrive  at  Brazos  San  J;i^i)  ny  Icjiiii  Isabel. 
I  shall  await  your  instructions.  I  enelo c  a  cdirimniiica- 
tiiMi  from  the  surveyor  and  inspector  of  the  port  at  Coriius 
Christi  lor  your  consideration. 

H.  G.  RUNNELS. 

Tkeascrv  Dkpartment,  March  9,  1846. 
Sir:  'Jhc  n-niination  of  Uaniel  S.  Terry  as  deputv  col- 
lector niid  inspirtor  of  the  customs,  to  be  staiioiied  at  the 
"  Brazo'<  San  Jago,  or  I'oint  Isabel,'-  siibniill*  d  in  your  let- 
ter of  the  I'Jlli  ultimo,  Ih  approved,  at  a  per  diiin  eo'inpciisa- 
tioM  not  to  exceed  .»'.')!)  per  month.  A-.  soon  as  the  location 
ol'.Mr.  Ti'rry  is  iletermiiied  ujion,  you  will  please  advise  the 
deparlinent. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serv.nnt. 

II.  J.  WAI-KKR, 
Sccr*'liiTy  of  t/w  Xrcit&ury. 
H.  G.  llrsNKi.H,  Esq., 

Collc-.liroJ  the  Customs,  OnlvcHlon,  Texas. 

The  present  incumbent  of  lliis  same  port  is  Mr. 
JaiiiC3  Gooch,  appointed,  I  believe,  April  16, 1847. 


In  conclusion,  sir,  I  have  to  say,  while  I  regret  I] 
that  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Indiana  should  J 
have  appended  to  his  speech  this  note  of  contra-    j 
diction,  so  peremptorily  stated,  I  have  not  the  least  |l 
idea  that  he  desired  to  make  any  issue  of  veracity,  m 
or  even  opjiose  any  unpleasant  contradiction  to  a    i 
a  statement  of  fact  found  in  my  speech.     Still,  sir,  |j 
1  would  not  be  satisfied  to  let  such  an  irregular 
statement  of  differences  rest  between  us,  wlien  a  1 
.simple  reference  to  the  official  records  of  theTreas-  ' 
ury  Department,  accessible  to  all  of  us,  furnish  the    j 
means  of  vindicating  my  own  accuracy.     With  i 
this  view  only  would  I  detain  the  committee  on  ' 
this  point;  for  I  have  no  intention  of  going  again    , 
into  the  merits  of  the  argument  which  1  presented  ■■ 
in  support  of  the  position  that  Congress  had  ex-    j 
tended  our  revenue  system  west  to  the  Rio  Grande.  ' 
[  well  understand  that  it  was  over  the  SUdt  of  Tex- 
as, in  general  terms,  that  the  revenue  system  was 
extended;  and  the  appointment  of  a  survexjor  at 
Corpus  Christi,  and  an  inspector  or  deputy  collector 
for  Point  Isabel,  both  civil  appointments,  made 
regularly  according   to  the  existing  laws   of  the 
United  States,  were  referred  to  in  explanation  of 
the  extent  to  which  this  revenue  system  was  ap- 
plied by  the  act  of  December  23,  1845. 

Mr.  McL.  yielded  the  floor  to  Mr.  Thompson 
just  before  the  conclusion  of  his  hour,  expressing 
his  regret  that  he  had  not  the  time  to  make  the  re- 
flections he  desired  in  regard  to  the  Treasury  esti- 
mates to  which  he  had  referred  in  the  opening  of 
his  remarks. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana,  next  obtained 
the  floor,  and  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
progress. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  yesterday  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions  by  Mr. 
Cocke,  declaring  it  inexpedient  to  extend  to  Uie 
widows  of  revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers  who 
were  married  prior  to  1812  the  benefits  of  the  laws 
in  force  or  wliich  may  be  passed  for  the  benefit  of 
widows  who  were  mamed  prior  to  1794,  together 
with  the  report  of  the  minority  on  the  same  sub- 
ject, made  by  Mr.  Lawrence,  of  New  York,  were 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Before  the  question  was  put. 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  March  1,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  memo- 
rial from  the  Legislature  of  Iowa,  asking  a  grant 
of  land  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  road  from  Du- 
buque to  Keokuk;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Illinois  in  relation  to  a  railroad  from 
Lake  Michigan  to  the  Pacific,  on  Whitney's  plan; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Cominittee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  presented  joint  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Texas,  protesting  against  the 
relinquishment  of  the  Mexican  provinces  conquer- 
ed by  and  in  possession  of  the  United  Slates,  with- 
out indemnity,  and  also  protesting  against  any  law 
to  prevent  the  citizens  of  slaveholding  States  from 
taking  their  property  with  them  in  emigrating  to 
said  acquired  territories;  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Manuel  Ravena,  asking 
compensation  for  the  schooner  Franciscan,  seized 
by  the  United  Slates  marshal  at  Galveston,  and 
sold  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  Slates;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  .JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  presented  the 
petition  of  citizens  of  Ballimore  and  other  inhabi- 
tants of  the  State  of  Maryland,  asking  for  a  re- 
duced and  uniform  rate  of  postage;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Coinmerce, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Portsmouth, 
New  Ilairipshire,  in  relation  to  a  specific  duty  on 
fish,  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  consideralion  of  Executive  business,  which 
motion  was  agreed  to;  and  at  half  past  twelve  the 
dooi-.s  were  closed,  and  remained  so  until  a  late 
hour.     When  tiicy  were  reopened, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  March  2,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  MARSH  moved  that  the  Speaker  fill  the 
vacancy  on  the  Joint  Library  Committee,  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  the  Hon.  John  CIuinct 
Adams.     Agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  then  appointed  Mr.  Palfrey, 
of  Massachusetts,  to  supply  said  vacancy. 
THE  PRINTING  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  CONGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
to  which  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House 
authorizing  the  printing  of  five  thousand  extra 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  on  granting  to  the  Florida,  Georgia,  and 
Alabama  Railroad  Company  alternate  sections  of 
land  along  the  route  of  their  proposed  railroad,  re- 
ported the  resolution  back  to  the  House,  with  the 
recommendation  that  it  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  had  nothing  to  say  about  that 
report,  but  he  wished  to  take  occasion  to  make 
some  inquiry  with  reference  to  the  condition  of  our 
public  printing.  It  was  said  yesterday,  and  they 
all  knew  the  fact,  that  the  printing  of  the  House 
was  so  much  behind,  that  they  were  themselves 
not  only  greatly  discommoded,  but  their  constitu- 
ents were  deprived  of  the  usual  means  of  informa- 
tion on  interesting  and  important  public  questions. 
For  instance,  the  President's  message  and  accom- 
panying documents,  to  which  they  were  each 
entitled  to  some  sixty  or  seventy  copies,  were  so 
far  behindhand  that  only  some  twelve  or  fourteen 
had  been  laid  on  their  tables.  Requests  were  com- 
ing from  all  parts  of  the  country  for  this  valuable 
and  important  document,  and  up  to  this  time  not 
one-fifth  of  the  number  to  which  they  were  entitled 
had  been  printed  or  delivered  to  this  House. 

It  did  seein  to  him,  that  some  measure  ought  to 
be  adopted  by  the  House  either  to  discharge  the 
present  printers  or  do  something  to  give  an  impulse 
to  their  action.  He  did  not  desire  to  make  any 
trouble;  he  did  not  know  what  the  obstacles  were 
to  the  punctual  fulfillment  of  their  contract;  it  was 
not  for  him  to  know.  They  all  fell  the  tlelay  to 
be  a  great  grievance;  and  he  desired  to  know  if 
some  member  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  could 
inform  them  what  reason  could  be  given  for  it,  and 
whether  there  was  any  prospect  of  its  being  re- 
moved for  the  future.' 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  said  he  was  about  to 
propound  the  same  question;  and  he  had  hoped 
that  the  Committee  on  Printing  would  have  done 
something  long  ere  this  to  expedite  the  public 
printing.  Supposing  this  were  a  short  session: 
What  would  have  been  their  condition  .'  The  4lli 
of  March  was  just  at  hand,  and  they  had  scarcely 
begun  to  receive  their  documents.  He  was  daily 
receiving  letters  from  his  constituents  (and  he  pre- 
sumed this  was  the  ease  with  nearly  every  mem- 
ber of  the  House)  and  from  conductors  of  the 
public  press,  making  urgent  calls  for  these  docu- 
ments. The  matter  called  loudly  for  reform,  and 
it  was  high  lime  that  something  should  be  done. 
He  hoped  the  Committee  on  Printing  would  see 
to  it.  He  was  prepared  at  any  time,  if  the  public 
printing  was  not  done  faster  tlian  it  now  was,  to 
vote  for  any  resolution  which  would  bring  the 
documents,  as  they  were  due,  and  lay  ihem  on 
their  tables. 

Mr.  CONGER  said,  so  far  as  the  President's 
message  was  concerned,  he  was  assured  by  the 
printers  that  the  number  required  would  be  fur- 
nished this  week.  Whether  they  would  be  or  not 
he  could  not  say.  That  was  the  latest  intelligence 
the  coinmillee  had  received  from  the  )iublic  print- 
ers. So  far  as  the  printing  generally  was  concerned, 
he  believed  the  experience  of  every  man  who  had 
liad  a  seat  on  this  floor  in  former  Congresses  told 
him  that  complaints,  continued  and  frequent  com- 
plaints, in  relation  to  the  public  printing,  had  been 
made.  Whether  those  complaints  were  more  nu- 
inerous,  whether  they  were  better  founded  now 
than  formeriy,  he  could  not  say.  But,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  delay  that  existed  in  the  public  print- 
ing, he  could  only  say  that  the  printer.s  had  as.surcd 
the  committee,  within  the  last  few  days,  that  they 
had  so  neariy  brought  up  the  printing  of  the  docti- 
ments  ordered,  that  hereafter  there  would  be_ no 
cause  of  complaint  on  the  ground  of  delay. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  repeated  the  inquiry. 
Supposing  this  were  a  short  session  of  Congress: 
What  would  be  their  predicament  in  relation  to  the 
public  documents.'     Instead  of  being  furnished 
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promptly  in  any  reasonable  time,  day  after  day 
they  were  putting  one  of  the  President's  messages 
on  their  tables,  and,  as  had  already  been  stated, 
tiiree-fourths  and  more  of  those  documents  were 
behind  at  this  late  period.  He  had  put  a  small 
bill  on  their  table,  and  it  was  ten  days  before  it 
was  sent  back  printed. 

Mr.  CONGER  replied  that  the  committee  were 
aware  that  there  had  been  delay.  This  had  been, 
in  every  instance,  brought  to  the  attention  of  the 
printers;  and  in  every  instance  the  printers  had 
given  the  committee  such  assurances  of  the  dili- 
gence made  use  of  in  their  office,  and  of  the  great 
amount  of  labor  expended  in  executing  their  du- 
ties, that  they  had  been  inclined  to  believe  that 
they  would  in  a  short  time  bring  up  the  printing 
of  the  Hou.se,  and  relieve  themselves  from  the 
embarrassment  which  they  experienced,  and  the 
inconvenience  which  members  of  the  House  suf- 
fered. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  would  like  to  inquire  of 
the  gentleman  if  the  Committee  on  Printing  had 
exanuned  the  paper  on  whicii  the  documents  were 
printed,  and  the  amount  of  matter  in  the  page,  and 
compared  them  with  the  specimens  on  which  the 
contract  was  made.' 

Mr.  CONGER  replied,  he  was  happy  to  have 
the  opportuiiity  to  answer  the  gentleman.  That 
matter  had  been  under  the  most  serious  consider- 
ation of  the  committee;  the  examination  had  been 
made.  The  committee  were  fully  aware  that  the 
paper,  as  furnisiied  thus  far,  had  not  been  of  the 
quality  specified  in  the  contract;  and  also,  that  the 
matter  on  the  page  was  not  sufficient  to  answer  the 
stipulations  of  the  contract.  This  subject  had  been 
under  serious  consideration;  and  although  the  com- 
mittee had  not  come  to  the  full  determination  as  to 
what  action  they  would  take  upon  it,  yet,  in  audit- 
ing the  bills  presented  thus  far,  they  had  deducted 
a  per  centage  on  the  compensation  equivalent  to 
the  deficiency. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  was  understood  further 
to  inquire  if  the  printing  of  the  Journal  of  the 
House  was  not  behindhand  to  as  far  back  as  the 
1st  or  2J  of  January  ? 

Mr.  CONGER  thought  not  so  far  back. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.     How  far? 

Mr.  CONGER'S  impression  was  that  it  was  to 
about  the  15th  of  January. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  suggested,  if  the  contract 
had  been  violated  or  forfeited  by  the  printer,  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  report  the  fact 
to  this  House  at  once,  and  they  would  take  action, 
and  summary  action,  upon  it. 

Mr.  CRlyFlELD  was  understood  to  inquire  if 
the  delay  ni  the  printing  did  not  arise  from  the  fact 
that  the  prices  at  which  the  printing  had  been 
taken,  were  at  a  rate  for  which  the  printing  could 
not  be  done,  and  done  seasonably,  except  at  a 
loss .' 

Mr.  CONGER  said,  so  far  as  that  matter  was 
concerned,  not  being  a  practical  printer  himself, 
he  could  not  answer  from  his  own  knowledge. 
There  was  on  the  Committee  on  Printing  one  prac- 
tical printer,  and  he  believed  it  was  not  improper 
in  this  place  to  say  that  that  gentleman  had  ex- 
pressed the  opinion  that  the  prices  paid  were  too 
low. 

But,  so  far  as  the  general  inquiry  was  concerned 
in  relation  to  what  the  committee  had  done,  and 
■what  the  committee  had  determined  upon,  he  could 
only  say  that  the  whole  matter  had  been  under 
their  most  careful  investigation  and  consideration, 
and  that  the  proper  course  of  action  had  not  been 
determined  upon  by  them. 

Mr.  VENABLE  wished  to  know  whether  the 
House  were  to  be  obliged  to  wait  until  the  commit- 
tee came  to  some  conclusion?  Were  they  to  be 
icept  out  of  their  Journal  a  month  and  two  months  ? 
Was  the  printing  to  be  done  so  that  they  could 
scarcely  read  it,  and  upon  a  quality  of  paper  so 
poor  that  no  man  would  wish  to  preserve  the  doc- 
uments? He  had  asked  for  bills  again  and  again 
whicli  had  been  ordered  to  be  printed.  They  could 
not  be  had.  I'he  reply  made  was,  that  the  con- 
tract was  too  low.  Why,  if  this  was  the  case,  if 
the  printers  could  not  accomplish  the  work  they 
had  undertaken  to  perform,  in  the  name  of  com- 
mon sense,  let  the  House  give  them  up  the  con- 
tract— give  .them  a  clean  receipt;  let  the  public 
printing  be  well  and  promptly  done,  and  let  them 
pay  for  it  like  men. 

Mr.  HUNT  .said,  that  there  was  the  same  delay 
in  printing  the  President's  message  and  accompa- 


nying documents  at  the  first  session  of  the  last 
Congress.  Complaints  were  then  repeatedly  made, 
and  particularly,  it  would  be  recollected,  by  the 
colleague  [Mr.  Hudson]  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  who  now  brought  up  the  subject. 

It  should  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  docu- 
ments this  session  were  fifty  per  cent,  larger  than 
they  ever  had  been  before;  and,  in  regard  to  the 
prices  paid,  the  amount  received  by  the  printers 
of  the  last  Congress,  under  the  joint  resolution  of 
1819,  for  the  printing  of  the  President's  message 
andaccompanyingdocuments,  (a  document  of  1,000 
pages,)  was  fl  54;  the  present  printers  received  for 
the  same  document,  which  was  now  enlarged  to 
about  1,500  pages,  about  50  cents — less  than  one- 
third  of  the  former  prices.  He  was  in  favor  of  pay- 
ing an  ample  and  sufficient  price,  but  as  long  as  the 
House  were  informed  that  the  printers  were  prepar- 
ed to  go  on  and  fulfill  their  contract,  he  thought  it 
best  not  to  afford  them  relief  until  they  asked  relief. 
There  was  no  doubt  in  his  mind  that  the  printers 
would  fulfill  their  contract;  they  were  responsible 
parties,  and,  in  addition,  they  had  given  ample 
securities.  In  passing  from  the  old  system  to  an- 
other, it  ought  to  be  expected  that  at  first  there 
would  be  considerable  delays;  these  were  unavoid- 
able. 

With  reference  to  the  quality  of  the  paper:  these 
printers  had  contracted  for  a  large  quantity  of  paper 
of  the  same  quality  as  described  in  the  contract;  it 
was  bought  by  sample;  when  they  came  to  open 
it  they  found  it  of  inferior  quality,  but  could  not 
get  other  paper,  and  had  this  on  their  hands.  So 
they  had  been  in  a  measure  obliged  to  make  use 

of  It. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  wished  to  offer  as  an  amend- 
ment an  additional  resolution,  which  was  read  at 
the  Clerk's  desk,  and  which  instructed  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  to  investigate  this  whole  matter 
of  delay,  and  to  inquire  and  report  means  for  its 
remedy. 

The  SPEAKER  ruled  the  amendment  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said,  he  had  not  intended  to 
make  any  unnecessary  complaints  in  relation  to 
the  public  printers.  He  had  spoken  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  they  performed  their  work.  He 
presumed  they  were  respectable  men,  good  print- 
ers, and  competent  to  the  discharge  of  their  duties; 
but  he  desired  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  fact — because  it  was  his  firm  conviction  that  it 
would  prove  to  be  such — that  they  never  could, 
and  never  would,  make  good  their  contract.  They 
had  undertaken  a  task  to  which  they  were  not 
adequate,  because  at  prices  which  were  incompe- 
tent. He  had  no  idea,  because  they  did  not  come 
forward  and  ask  for  relief,  that  this  House  should 
sit  still  and  suljject  itself  to  all  the  inconveniences 
growing  out  of  their  neglect  of  duty.  He  thought 
the  time  had  come  when  they  should  be  relieved 
from  the  evil  consequences  of  this  delay. 

Mr.  HUNT  here  interposed  with  a  word  of  in- 
quiry, which  was  altogether  lost  to  the  reporter; 
to  V.  hich 

Mr.  ASHMUN  replied,  that  he  recollected  no 
such  thing,  nor  did  he  think  the  gentleman  accu- 
rate in  his  recollection.  There  had  been  some 
complaint  at  the  first  session  of  the  last  Congress, 
as  there  always  was  some  complaint.  He  remem- 
bered full  well  his  colleague  at  that  time  made  some 
complaint  in  reference  to  the  President's  message, 
as  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
but  that  complaint  was  made  before  the  1st  of 
January — was  made  in  December,  according  to 
his  recollection.  At  all  events,  there  certainly  had 
never  been  any  such  delay  as  they  had  had  at  the 
present  session  of  Congress.  He  was  satisfied, 
that  under  the  present  system,  which  had  been 
adopted  as  an  experiment,  they  would  always  be 
subject  to  delay;  and  although  the  printing  was 
done  cheaper,  he  thought  it  poor  and  miserable 
economy.  He  therefore  hoped  the  House  would 
take  some  measure — he  did  not  know  what — he 
hoped  no  rash  measure — by  which  they  and  the 
country  would  be  relieved  from  the  inconvenience 
and  injury  under  which  they  now  labored  in  failing 
to  receive  important  public  documents. 

Mr.WENTWORTH  was  in  favor  of  the  con- 
tract system.  He  believed  the  printing  could  be 
executed  under  that  system,  if  they  held  men  to 
their  bonds;  and  they  had  a  Committee  on  Print- 
ing purpo.scly  appointed  to  see  if  the  public  print- 
ers complied  with  their  contract.  If  they  did  not 
in  one  snigle  instance,  let  the  committee  report  it. 


and  let  the  House  turn  them  out  and  take  the  next 
lowest  bidder;  and  if  he  failed  to  do  what  he  un- 
dertook, let  him  be  turned  out  and  the  next  lowest 
bidder  be  contracted  with,  and  soon  they  would 
find  men  who  could  do  the  printing  and  have  the 
documents  promptly  laid  on  their  tables.  He  had 
only  further  to  remark  that  it  was  for  their  own 
convenience  and  for  the  interest  and  information  of 
their  constituents  that  they  ordered  the  printing  of 
these  documents,  and  not  for  the  benefit  of  the 
printers. 

Mr.  PALFREY  had  been  somewhat  surprised 
that  in  all  the  debates  on  this  subject  the  question 
had  not  been  made  whether  the  public  printers  had 
or  had  not  exercised  all  the  diligence  they  properly 
could?  If  there  were  any  means  of  examining  into 
that  question,  let  it  be  done.  But  their  comfort 
and  the  interests  of  the  country  required  that  their 
attention  should  be  given  to  a  very  diflferent  ques- 
tion; their  capacity  for  action  day  by  day,  ahd 
through  that,  the  interests  of  the  country,  required 
that  the  printing  should  be  promptly  done.  He 
cared  not  about  these  printers  or  any  others;  he 
cared  not  about  a  little  more  or  a  great  deal  more 
being  paid,  but  he  did  demand,  in  behalf  of  his  con- 
stituents and  of  the  constituents  of  other  gentlemen, 
that  this  work  should  be  properly  and  seasonably 
done.  How  that  was  to  be  accomplished  he  did 
not  know;  that  was  to  be  attended  to  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing. 

One  other  topic  of  great,  though  perhaps  of  in- 
ferior importance.  The  documents  of  this  House 
were  objects  of  curiosity  and  interest  in  foreign 
countri^.  The  printing  of  this  House  had  always, 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  been  ex- 
ecuted in  the  most  discreditable  manner — he  did 
not  say  discreditable  to  those  engaged  in  it;  for 
aught  he  knew,  they  furnished  all  the  documenia 
in  as  good  a  style  as  they  could  afford  to  do  at  the 
rate  at  which  they  had  been  paid  for  the  printing. 
If  they  could  not  get  the  printing  done  better  at 
the  rates  heretofore  given,  double,  triple,  quadru- 
ple the  price;  but  he  entreated  the  House  not  to 
disgrace  itself  by  sending  out  their  documents  in 
such  a  manner,  to  not  only  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, but  to  foreign  courts  and  libraries,  and  the 
archives  of  foreign  governments.  As  the  printing 
had  been  done,  it  was  a  reproach  to  these  great 
States.  It  had  been  so  executed  that  he  could 
hardly  read  it.  He  was  of  opinion  that  this  Gov- 
ernment should  send  out  its  documents  as  correct 
specimens  of  the  art  of  printing. 

Mr.  BURT  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The  prop- 
osition before  the  House,  as  he  understood  it,  was 
a  motion  to  print  a  specified  number  of  a  certain 
document  which  had  come  to  the  House  from  one 
of  its  committees.  He  did  not  understand  it  to  be 
a  proposition  in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  public  printing  was  executed,  and  he  therefore 
submitted  that  this  debate  was  irregular  and  out  of 
order,  and  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  arrest  it  un- 
less it  was  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
motion  was  for  the  printing  of  an  extra  number  of 
copies,  and  it  was  in  order  to  examine  the  proba- 
bility of  obtaining  them. 

Mr.  PALFREY  said  his  apology,  if  he  had 
taken  too  wide  a  range,  was,  that  when  he  came 
into  the  Plouse,  the  question  had  been  started,  and 
he  had  made  his  remarks  rather  on  topics  which 
had  been  raised  by  other  gentlemen  who  preceded 
him  in  debate  than  on  the  question,  of  which  he 
was  ignorant. 

The  question  was  put  on  agreeing  to  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

EXAMINERS  IN  THE  PATENT  OFFICE. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  as  the  business  first 
in  order  the  bill  to  provide  additional  examiners 
for  the  Patent  Office  and  for  other  purposes,  which 
was  reported  on  Tuesday  last  with  amendments, 
and  which  was  pending  yesterday  when  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  question  being  on  ordering*  the  bill  to  be 
read  a  third  time — 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  out  "«f2,500"as  the  .salaries  of  chief 
examiners,  and  inserting  "  ;&2,000,"  and  moved 
the  previous  question. 

Before  the  demand  for  the  previous  question  was 
seconded,  Mr.  HENLEY  made  a  few  remarks  m 
explanation. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded;  and 
under  its  operation  the  amendment  was  agreed  to, 
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and  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  returned  | 

to  the  Senate,  j 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES.  i 

Mr.  CROZIER,  from  the  Committee  on  Ex- 
penditures in  the  Depiirtment  of  War,  reported  the 
folio winu; resolution;  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Resolie-I, That  tlie  CoEmiiitteeoii  Printing  iniiiiire  into  the 
prnprjcty  and  expeilifiicy  ot'  printing  lO.UUJ  extra  copies  of 
tlie  abstract  of  contracts  reported  from  tlie  War  Uepartnienc  , 
and  prusentid  to  the  House  on  tlie  '^Otli  of  January  la^t. 

Mr.  CONGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
reported  the  following  resolution;  which  was  read 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolvel,  Tliat  there  be  printed  the  usual  number  of  the  i 
report  and  maps  of  Lieutenant  tluiory,  containing  the  report 
of  Captain  Cook,  the  report  and  maps  of  Lic'utenant  Abcrl, 
and  the  journal  of  Captain  Johnson,  as  the  same  were  trans- 
mittid  to  the  House  hy  tlie  Secretary  of  War  on  Uie  9th  of  j 
February,  1848.  ! 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Select  Com- 
mittee  on  Rules,  inade  a  report  proposing  amend-  . 
nienls  to  the  4tli,  30th,  56th,  and  the  114th  rules;  I 
which  were  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to.  [ 

Mr.  MURPHY,  from   the  Committee  on  En-  I 
graviniT,   to  which    was   referred    the   question  of  I 
engraving  and  publishing  the  maps  and  drawings  | 
acrompanyinH:    ilie   report    of  Lieutenant   Abert, 
10,000  e.xtra  copies  o/ which  had  been  ordered  to 
be   printed   by  the  House,  reported  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

ivCNoiie.7,  That  one  copy  of  tlie  faid  map  and  drawings  be 
eiijjraved  and  attached  to  e.nch  printed  copy  ordered  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  MEADE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill  to  change  the  time  c^  holding 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  west- 
ern district  of  Virginia,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  usual  resolution  clos- 
ing all  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  making  further  appropriations  to  supply  defi- 
ciencies for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1848, 
to-morrow  (Friday)  at  two  o'clock.     Agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communications: 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  3d  .'section  of  the  act  to  carry  into 
effect  the  treaties  concluded  by  the  Chickasaw 
tri-lje  of  Indians  on  the  20th  October,  1832,  and  the 
24th  May,  1834,  a  statement  of  the  respective  funds 
on  account  of  said  tribe  for  the  year  1847.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
transmitting  a  report,  made  in  purstiance  of  an  act 
of  Jst  May,  1820,  showing  the  balances  of  afipro- 
priutions  under  the  direction  of  that  department 
remaining  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of  July,  1846, 
the  appropriations  made  for  the  fiscal  year  1846-7, 
with  other  information  upon  the  same  subject. 
Laid  on  the  taljic. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  names  and 
compensation  of  the  clerks  and  other  persons  em- 
ployed in  that  department  during  the  past  year. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Expenditures 
of  the  Department  of  the  Treasury. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  January 
13,  1846,  a  statement  showing  the  number  and 
compensation  of  clerks  and  other  person.s  employ- 
ed in  that  department  during  the  last  year,  together 
with  their  places  of  residence  at  the  time  of  ap- 
pointment.    Laid  upon  the  table. 

A  communication  from  the  Postmaster  General, 
tran.smitting  specific  estimates  of  the  sums  of  mo- 
ney expected  to  he.  rerpiired  for  the  service  of  the 
department  during  the  next  fiscal  year,  prepared  in 
obedience  to  the  2d  section  of  the  act  of  J  uly  2, 1836. 
Referred  to  the  (Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

A  comiTiunication  from  the  Postmaster  General, 
transniitting'a  report  of  the  disbursing  agent  of 
that  department,  exhibiting  a  detailed  .stateitient  of 
his  receipts  and  payments  during  the  calendar 
year  1847,  and  the  balance  on  liand.  Laid  upon 
the  tai)le. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing letter: 

Wabiiinoton,  /'Wiri/wri/ y",  1F18. 
The  undersiKned  has  devised  a  plan  for  tiikinit  the  yeii» 
and  nnyj*,  by  which  much  valuable  time  and  cunnvquent 
expense  may  be  saved  to  the  (iovcrniuent. 


A  small  cabinet,  called  the  register,  is  attaclied  to  the 
Clerk's  desk,  within  wtiicii  tlie  present  printed  list  is  placed, 
having  opposite  to  each  name  the  words  yea,  nay.  From 
this  wires  lead  under  the  floor  to  each  desk,  and  there  con- 
nect with  two  keys,  inscrilied  yea,  nay.  On  nmching  the 
one  it  causes  a  piston  to  rise  in  the  register  and  cut  out  the 
word  not  voted.  The  vote  of  the  whole  House  is  given 
siiiiultaiiHously,  without  the  possibility  of  mistake  or  failure. 
Ten  or  more  impressions  maybe  taken  at  the  same  instant, 
eaeli  of  which  may  be  duplicated  li.\  Ilir  ciijniiig  press,  thus 
enabling'  the  Clerk  to  accommoilale  all  the  reporters. 

Less  than  a  minute  is  suflicient,  but  on  important  ques- 
tions five  or  ten  minutes,  according  to  the  i)lcasure  of  the 
House,  may  be  allowed  to  let  all  the  members  reach  their 
seats. 

The  apparatus  may  be  put  up  in  the  Hall  in  the  course  of 
a  few  weeks,  without  interfering  with  the  session,  at  a  cost 
of  $3,000. 

All  operative  model   is  now  here,  which  he  would   be 
happy  to  present  before  a  committee.     Very  respectfully, 
FRANCIS  H.  SMITH,  of  Baltimore. 

Hon.  R.  C.  VViNTHROP, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rejiresenlatiees. 

After  conversation  between  Messrs.  J.  R.  IN- 
GERSOLL, WENTWORTH,  and  HOUSTON, 
of  Delaware,  the  letter  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  letter  from  Alex- 
ander Vatiemare,  a  citizen  of  Fiance,  enclosing  his 
memorial  asking  aid  of  Congress  in  perfecting  his 
system  of  international  exchanges  of  books,  tnaps, 
engravings,  &c.  Tlie  inemorial  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

DEFICIENT  APPROPRIATIONS. 
On  inotion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State 
of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Hunt,  of  New  York,  in  the 
chair,)  on  the  bill  further  to  supply  deficiencies  in 
the  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,1848. 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON  said,  that  nothing  was 
further  from  his  wish  or  design  than  to  make  a 
speech  pending  the  consideration  of  this  bill,  nor 
should  he  now  do  so  were  it  not  rendered  neces- 
sary by  what  was  said  on  yesterday  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maiyland,  [Mr.  McLane.]  That 
gentleman's  remarks  had  so  direct  a  reference  to 
Jiim,  (Mr.  T.,)  liiat  if  he  passed  them  by  without 
notice,  it  might  be  supposed  that  he  intended  to 
treat  him  uncourteously.  Nothing  was  further 
from  his  wish. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  McLane] 
seemed  to  think  llutt  he  (Mr.  T.)  was  his  rival  on 
this  floor.  He  understood  him  to  say  that  it  had 
been  so  asserted  in  the  Baltimore  district.  He 
claimed  to  be  neither  the  rival  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  nor  of  any  other  member  of  this 
House,  nor  to  be  the  especialdefenderof  the  truth  of 
history.  Pie  professed  to  be  only  a  jjlain  man,  the 
representative  of  a  plain  people,  of  whom  he  was 
proud,  and  who  had  confided  to  his  hands  a  trust 
which  he  should  endeavor  to  perform  truly  and 
faithfully.  They  had  charged  him  with  a  partici- 
pation in  the  duties  of  this  House,  and  he  could 
assure  the  gentleman,  that  without  reference  to  the 
superiority  of  any  one  member  here  over  another, 
he  should  discharge  those  duties  with  a  just  and 
full  .sense  of  all  his'  responsibilities.  He  came  here 
not  to  enter  the  field  of  gladiatorial  combat  with 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  nor  any  other  mem- 
ber of  the  House,  nor  to  shrink  from  the  task  of 
defending  his  position,  or  the  interests  of  those 
who  sent  him,  or  to  defend  the  truth  of  history, 
whenever  in  his  own  judgment  it  became  neces- 
sary and  proper.  The  peo)ile  of  his  district  knew 
full  well,  before  he  came,  of  the  desire  on  his  part 
to  exercise,  so  liir  as  he  could,  every  possible  de- 
gree of  instrumentality  to  bring  the  Government 
back  to  the  true  [)rinciples  of  the  Constitution,  and 
to  terminate  successfully,  speedily,  and  honor- 
ably, the  present  unnecessary  war  into  which  the 
country  had  been  unconstitutionally  plunged  by 
an  ambitious  and  imbecile  Executive.  These  du- 
ties he  trusted  he  should  perform  in  a  manner  be- 
coming to  himself  as  an  individual  and  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  McLane] 
had  also  told  the  committee  that  he  (Mr.  T.)  was, 
in  the  Baltimore  district,  siii)posed  to  be  his  rival, 
not  only  in  tho.sc  things  which  were  understood  to  be 
essential  to  a.  public  debate,  but  was  ahso  his  rival  in 
personal  hruuly!  With  the  most  modest  and  becom- 
ing inetensions  to  personal  comeliness,  he  would 
say  to  the  gentleman  that  in  that,  too,  his  position 
wa.s  wholly  misconceived.  For  his  own  part,  he 
could  not  imagine  how,  by  possibility,  the  personal 
appearance,  either  of  the  gentleman  or  himself, 
could  have  any  relation  to  public  questions  pend- 


ing before  this  House,  unless  it  was  that,  in  the 
district  represented  by  the  gentleman,  the  personal 
appearance  of  a  member  of  Congress  was  ileemed 
to  be  of  the  greatest  importance.  [Laughter.]  if 
such  were  the  fact,  he  now  frankly  and  willingly 
yielded  the  palm  to  the  gentleman.  And  if,  here- 
after, a  doubt  should  anywhere  exist,  whether  the 
gentleman  or  himself  was  the  handsomest  man,  he 
desired  the  question  to  be  forever  settled,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  was,  without  dispute, 
the  best  looking  man  in  the  present  Congress! 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  T.  said  he  should  now  proceed  briefly  to 
notice  what  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  called 
the  issue  of  fact  between  thein.  He  trusted  the 
getitlemaii  did  not  regard  it  as  a  question  of  vera- 
city, for,  as  he  understood  it,  it  was  simply  one  of 
construction,  involving  merely  the  interpretation 
of  certain  language.  In  the  meaning  to  be  attach- 
eil  to  this  language,  the  gentleman  and  himself  had 
differed,  and  that  diflerence  had  led  to  this  debate. 
He  thought  that,  before  he  should  close,  he  should 
be  able  to  convince  the  committee,  and,  perhaps, 
the  gentleman  himself,  that  all  the  material  parts 
of  his  speech,  to  which  the  gentleman  had  on 
yesterday  attempted  a  reply,  so  far  from  being 
weakened  by  that  reply,  were  fortified  and  strength- 
ened. And  he  thought  he  should  also  be  able  to 
show  that  the  gentleman  had,  in  fact,  replied  to 
his  own  speech,  heretofore  made,  and  had  refuted 
some  of  the  main  positions  he  had  there  taken. 

What  was  the  original  point  of  controversy,  to 
which  the  gentleman  returned  on  yesterday.'  In 
the  speech  to  which  his  (Mr.  T.'s)  former  one  was 
a  reply,  it  had  been  asserted  that  it  was  connnuni- 
cated  to  Congress  in  December,  1845,  that  General 
Taylor  had  been  "  assigned  to  the  defence  of  the 
country  west  to  the  Rio  Grande.''  He  had  said, 
and  he  should  now  repeat  it,  although  not  at  all 
necessary  to  his  present  design,  that  no  such  com- 
municiuion  had  been  made  to  Congress.  He  then 
showed,  by  reference  to  the  President's  message 
of  December,  1845,  that  the  President  did  not  com- 
municate it ;  that  he  merely  informed  Congress 
that  General  Taylor  had  been  ordered  to  take  posi- 
tion 6e<wcc»i  the  Nueces  and  the  Rto  Grande,  and  that 
everybody  knew  at  that  time,  that  the  point  occu- 
pied by  him  was  Corpus  Christi.  Nowhere  was 
it  said  by  the  President  that  General  Taylor  had 
been  ordered  to  the  Rio  Grande,  or  to  dtfc-nd  the 
Rio  Grande,  or  to  maintain  it  as  the  boundary  of 
Texas.  But,  that  the  Administration  might  have 
the  full  benefit  of  the  admission,  (if  it  were,  in  fact, 
an  admission  at  all,)  he  had  further  stated,  that  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  his  communication  to  Con- 
gress, in  December,  1845,  did  avow  that  his  ultimate 
purpose  was  the  defence  of  the  territory  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  the  maintenance  of  that  river  as  the 
boundary  of  Texas.  He  did  not  then  pretend  to 
quote  the  words  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  He 
merely  undertook  to  state  the  substance  of  his  re- 
port upon  that  particular  point,  and  to  show  that 
even  the  Secretary  had  informed  Congress  of  no 
such  fact  as  that  General  Taylor  had,  at  that  time, 
been  "  assigned  to  the  defence  of  the  country  west 
to  tiie  Rio  Grande."  The  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  McLane]  did,  however,  on  yesterday, 
insist  that  he  (Mr.  T.)  was  guilty  of  both  the  sin 
of  omission  and  of  cotTi mission,  in  misstating  some 
portion  of  the  history  of  these  events,  and  in  fail- 
ing to  state  other  portions  of  it.  And,  in  order  to 
make  good  his  charge,  he  had  found  it  necessary 
to  assert  that  the  Secretary  of  War  did  not  report 
to  Congress,  as  he  (Mr.  T.)  had  admitted,  which 
admission  he  had  made  with  the  sole  view  that 
he  should  do  no  injustice  to  the  Administration. 
Now,  it  was  not  important  to  his  (Mr.  T.'s)  origi- 
nal argument,  nor  was  it  now  important  to  hini 
whether  the  Secretary  so  reported  or  no;  for  if  he 
did  not  so  report,  and  the  President  did  not  so  re- 
port, then  Congress  was  not  informed,  as  the  gen- 
tleman had  asserted,  that  General  Taylor  had  been 
"assigned  to  the  defence  of  the  Rio  Grande." 
Does  not  the  gentleman  see,  therefore,  that  his 
argument  of  yesterday  is  a  coiTiplcte  refuiation  of 
that  made  in  his  original  speech;  and  that  while 
he  has  insisted,  in  the  one,  that  this  information 
was  given  to  Congress,  he  has  insisted,  in  the  other, 
that  it  xcas  not.  He  will  find  it  diflicult  to  extri- 
cate himself  from  this  contradiction  of  himself. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  had  conceived  it  to  be  imiiortant 
to  know,  whether  or  no,  at  the  session  in  Decem- 
ber, 1845,  Congress  had  knowledge  of  the  fact, 
that  General  Taylor  had  been  ordered  to  advance 
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the  firmy  to  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande,  or 
whether  or  no  the  President  designed  to  give  such 
order.  This  was  one  of  the  questions  of  the  pres- 
ent controversy;  and  he  did  not  liesitate  to  repeat, 
•wliat  he  had  iieretofore  said,  that  no  sucli  order 
was  made  known  to  Congress  and  the  country, 
and  that,  if  sucli  an  order  were  then  contemplated, 
it  was  known  only  to  the  Executive  and  those  to 
Avhom  his  secrets  were  confided. 

Mr.  McLANE  desired  to  explain;  and  Mr. 
Thompson  having  yielded  the  floor  for  that  pur- 
pose, he  said,  that  ttie  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  Thompson,]  in  his  original  speech,  had  un- 
dertaken to  controvert  the  point  that  General  Tay- 
lor was  assigned  to  a  position  for  the  defence  of 
tlie  territory  west  to  the  Rio  Grande;  but  that  he 
now  undertook  to  answer  a  position  which  he 
[Mr.  McLane]  had  not  taken — which  was,  that 
the  President  liad  ordered  General  Taylor  to  the 
Rio  Grande. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  continued.  He  said  he  would 
explain  the  gentleman's  true  position  by  reference 
to  iiis  first  speech,  and  insisted  that  he  should  abide 
by  what  he  had  there  avowed.  He  read  from  that 
speech,  to  show  that  the  gentleman  had  argued 
that  the  act  of  Congress  admitting  Texas  into  the 
Union ,  and  consummating  annexation ,  had  adopted 
the  Rio  Grande  as  the  boundary  of  Texas,  because 
it  had  been  communicated  to  Congress  before  that 
act  was  passed,  that  General  Taylor  was  "des- 
tined to  defend  and  protect  the  soil  of  Texas,"  the 
"  western  frontier"  of  which  was  the  Rio  Grande. 
How  did  the  gentleman  reach  this  conclusion.' 
Was  it  by  merely  setting  up  the  claim  to  the  Rio 
Grande,  with  the  purpose  of  idtimately  pressing  it 
to  consummation,  that  we  were  to  derive  title.''  If 
the  claim  were  a  good  one,  why  had  it  not  been 
asserted  at  once,  and  witliout  delay.'  If  the  Rio 
Grande  was  the  "western  frontier"  of  Texas,  why 
had  General  Taylor  been  sent  only  to  the  Nueces, 
when  tlie  avowed  object  of  the  Government  was 
the  protection  of  that  frontier.'  Did  not  the  gen- 
tleman see,  that  the  annunciation  of  the  design — 
whether  by  the  President  or  Secretary  of  War — of 
ultimately  going  to  the  Rio  Grande,  could  have  no 
reference  whatsoever  to  any  legislation  predicated 
upon  the  then  existing  state  of  things,  and  which 
was  had  before  any  attempt  was  made  to  carry 
that  design  into  execution.'  But  the  force  of  the 
gentleman's  answer  to  this  is,  that  the  legislation 
of  Congress  adopted  the  intention  of  the  Executive, 
and  made  it  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  land.  Why, 
sir,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  there  is  no  sort  of  justification 
for  such  a  process  of  reasoning,  if,  indeed,  it  can 
be  called  reasoning  at  all.  The  President,  through 
the  Secretary  of  War,  avowed  the  design  of  ulti- 
mately occupying  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande  as 
the  western  boundary  of  Texas;  but  Congress,  by 
the  joint  resolution  of  annexation,  had  expressly 
disavowed  the  intention  of  involving  the  Govern- 
ment in  such  a  movement.  That  resolution  pro- 
vided, that  the  boundary  between  Mexico  and 
Texas  should  be  settled  by  negotiation,  not  by  the 
partisan  resolves  of  Mr.  Polk  and  his  Cabinet.  It 
was  binding  upon  the  President  and  the  country, 
and  the  violation  of  its  provisions  by  the  President 
was  a  flagrant  and  palpable  dereliction  of  duty. 
And  for  such  an  act  of  usurpation  and  wrong, 
there  was  not  found  the  slightest  apology  in  what 
was  set  up  in  the  original  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  McLane,]  nor  were  the  in- 
ferences of  that  speech  at  all  justified  by  the  facts 
from  which  he  had  attempted  to  deduce  them. 

The  whole  point  of  controversy  was  a  plain  and 
simple  one.  Did  Congress  know,  when  the  reso- 
lution to  annex  Texas  was  passed,  that  General 
Taylor  had  been  ordered  to  march  to  the  Rio 
Grande.'  The  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  said, 
in  his  first  speech,  that  Congress  did  know  that  he 
"  liad  been  assigned  to  the  defence  of  Ike  country  west 
to  lilt  Rio  Grande."  How  he  could  be  "  assigned  to 
the  defence"  of  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
yethaveno  authority  to  march  there  with  his  army, 
Mr.  T.  acknowledged  his  utter  inability  to  compre- 
hend. He  had  suf)posed  that  the  gentleman's  lan- 
guage was  capable  of  just  the  interpretation  which 
he  had  given  it,  and  lie  still  thinks  that  it  is  so. 
He  does  not  know  of  any  rule  of  interpretation  other 
than  that  which  gives  to  thegentlem;ui's  words  the 
meaning  he  has  attached  to  them.  And  under- 
standing them  as  lie  did  when  he  made  his  former 
speech,  and  as  he  still  does,  he  then  said,  and  again 
repealed,  that  no  such  information  was  communi- 
ciucd   to  Congress  cither  by  the  President  or  Iha 


Secretary  of  War.  If  it  had  been,  then  he  agreed 
that  the  act  admitting  Texas  into  this  Union  would 
have  adopted  the  Rio  Grande  as  the  boundary,  and 
there  would  have  been  no  necessity  for  the  subse- 
quent order  of  the  13th  of  January,  1846.  The 
issuance  of  that  order  by  the  President  shows  that 
he  did  not  regard  any  previous  one  as  giving  Gen- 
eral Taylor  authority  to  go  beyond  Corpus  Christi; 
and  the  letters  of  General  Taylor  show  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  go  beyond  there  until  positively  or- 
dered by  the  Government  to  do  so.  If  left  to  him- 
self, he  never  would  have  marched  the  army  to  the 
Rio  Grande,  but  would  have  been  content  to  guard 
what,  at  the  time  he  marched  to  Corpus  Christi, 
was  understood  and  known  to  be  the  loestern  fron- 
tier of  Texas — ^just  as  lie  had  formerly  done  on 
our  own  frontier  at  the  posts  u|)on  the  southwest- 
ern bolder.  But  he  did  not  care  to  press  tliis  part 
of  the  controversy  further.  He  had  already  taken 
up  more  time  with  it  than  he  had  wished  or  de- 
signed. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  had  fallen  into 
error  as  to  what  he  supposed  was  his  (iVJr.  T.'s) 
use  of  the  words  '■' \Utimate  destination;"  and  had 
read  from  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  show  that  no  such  words  had  been  em- 
ployed by  him.  He  (Mr.  T.)  had  already  said 
that  he  had  not  designed  to  quote  the  words  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  that  report.  His  object  was 
merely  to  state  the  substance  of  what  he  had  com- 
municated to  Congress.  He  knew  perfectly  well 
that  the  term  "  ultimate  destination"  was  first  used 
by  Mr.  Bancroft  in  June,  1845,  in  his  despatch 
from  the  War  Department;  and  that  this  despatch 
was  not  communicated  to  Congress  until  after  the 
war  had  commenced.  It  accompanied  the  war 
message  of  the  President  of  the  llih  of  May,  1846. 
But,  although  not  employed,  in  December,  1845, 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  it  was  perfectly  apparent, 
from  what  he  had  said,  and  what  the  President 
had  said,  that  it  was  the  design  of  the  Adminis- 
tration that  its  ultimate  policy  would  be  the  occu- 
pation of  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande.  It  was 
also  apparent,  from  General  Taylor's  letters,  that 
he  understood  this  design.  Yet,  while  all  this  was 
so,  and  the  purpose  of  going  to  the  Rio  Grande 
was  thus  foreshadowed,  it  was,  beyond  question, 
true,  that  Congress  had  no  information  that  any 
steps  had  then  been  taken  to  execute  this  design. 
That  being  the  case,  any  attempt  to  do  so,  with 
the  resolution  of  annexation  still  in  force,  was  a 
violation  of  the  express  terms  of  that  resolution, 
and  placed  the  President  in  the  attitude  of  judging 
for  himself  what  he  should  do,  wholly  irrespective 
of  Congress  and  the  people.  As  Congress  de- 
termined that  the  question  of  boundary  should  be 
settled  by  negotiation,  the  President  had  no  right  to 
settle  it  in  any  other  way;  and  it  was  a  flagrant 
outrage  upon  the  rights  of  the  people,  when  he 
usurped  the  power  to  determine  where  the  bound- 
ary should  be,  and  to  maintain  it  by  the  sword. 
All  that  he  (Mr.  T.)  had  insisted  on  was,  that  the 
President  had  resolved  that  he  would  so  maintain 
it,  at  the  time  he  communicated  to  Congress  his 
message  of  December,  1845;  but  that  he  had  not 
so  declared  this  purpose  as  even  to  cause  the  sus- 
picion, upon  the  part  of  anybody  not  familiar  with 
his  Cabinet  secrets,  that  he  intended  to  move  the 
army  to  the  Rio  Grande  without  the  authority  of 
law.  Certainly  he  had  made  no  effort  to  move  it 
there  until  the  order  of  13th  of  January,  1846;  and 
that  order,  issued  when  Congress  was  in  session, 
and  without  its  knowledge,  violated  the  act  of  an- 
nexation, the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  was  an  unprecedented  assault  upon  the  rights 
of  the  people. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  McLane] 
had  also  stated  on  yesterday,  that  he  (Mr.  T.)  had 
fallen  into  error  in  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  coun- 
ty of  San  Patricio.  He  (Mr.  T.)  had  asserted, 
that  before  the  independence  of  Texas,  the  county 
of  San  Patricio  extended  only  to  the  Nueces  river; 
but  that  afterwards,  it  had  been  extended  so  as  to 
embrace  Corpus  Chrisli.  The  gentleman  said,  on 
yesterday,  that,  by  an  act  of  the  Texan  Legisla- 
ture, passed  in  1842  or  1843,  it  was  extended  to 
the  Rio  Grande.  This  was  in  confirmation  of  what 
he  (Mr.  T.)  had  said.  The  point  to  which  this 
county  was  extended,  after  Texan  independence, 
was  in  no  w;iy  maleiial.  The  only  question  was, 
whether  the  revolutionary  title  of  Texas  extended 
l)eyond  the  Nueces.'  The  fad  now  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  proved  that  it  did  not 
e.ticnd  beyond  the  Nueces.     If  it  had,  wherefore 


the  necessity  of  pas.sing  an  act  of  the  Texan  Con- 
gress to  extend  it  beyond  that  point.'  The  truth 
was — and  the  gentleman's  argument  yesierday 
was  an  admission  of  it — that  Texas  has  no  title 
beyond  the  Nueces,  except  that  which  slie  has 
acquired  since  her  revolution,  by  her  own  legis- 
lation. This  is  no  title  at  all,  as  he  (Mr.  T.) 
had  shown  in  his  former  si)eech;  for  Texas  had 
never  maintained  jurisdiction  beyond  the  settle- 
ments around  Corpus  Christi,  except  that  jurisdic- 
tian  which  she  had  been  able  to  maintain  since  the 
war  began,  by  the  military  power  of  this  Govern- 
ment. Whatever  rights  thus  acquired,  are  the 
rights  of  a  conqueror,  under  the  law  of  nations, 
and  subject  to  determination  at  the  close  of  the 
war. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland — passing  to  what 
he  seemed  to  regard  as  the  most  important  jjart  of 
the  controversy  between  them— had  insisted  with 
great  earnestness  that  he  was  right  in  that  position, 
in  his  first  speech,  wherein  he  charged  that  General 
Taylor,  in  his  letter  of  October  4, 1845,  had  advised 
the  movement  to  the  Rio  Grande  as  a  measure  of 
political  and  diplomatic  policy.  He  (Mr.  T.)  in- 
tended to  have  no  quarrel  with  the  gentleman  as 
to  the  meaning  either  of  the  term  poiiiical  or  diplo- 
matic; but  he  did  before,  and  he  now  did  again, 
and  should  hereafter  repeat  it,  if  it  became  neces- 
sary, take  issue  with  him  on  the  point  whether  or 
no  General  Taylor  did  intend  to  make  a  political 
recommendation  to  the  Administration.  He  con- 
fidently appealed  to  the  often-expressed  opinion  of 
General  Taylor  on  that  suliject,  and  was  fully  pre- 
pared to  maintain,  as  he  had  before  done,  from 
those  expressed  opinions,  that  he  never  intended 
to  make,  and  never  did  make,  any  recommendation 
of  a  political  character  to  thi.s  Government.  Every 
word  that  he  said  had  exclusive  reference  to  what 
he  understood  to  be  the  fixed  policy  of  the  Admin- 
istration, whose  orders  he,  as  a  military  comman- 
der, was  bound  to  obey.  What  did  he,  or  could 
he,  know  of  the  secret  designs  of  Mr.  Polk  and  his 
Cabinet.'  And  if  he  had  known  them,  what  sym- 
pathies had  he  with  them  or  those  who  cherished 
them.'  Did  he  participate  with  Mr.  Polk  in  the 
wish  to  ingulf  the  whole  of  Mexico,  and  to  wrest 
from  it  any  portion  of  its  territory.'  Was  he  so 
fond  of  war  that  he  thirsted  for  JVIexican  blood  .' 
Did  he  know  the  true  nature  of  our  relations  with 
Mexico.'  Plad  he  been  informed  of  the  instruc- 
tions to  Mr.  Slidell,  which  the  President  now  refuses 
to  communicate  to  us,  the  representatives  of  the 
people.'  General  Taylor's  whole  life,  and  all  that 
he  has  written  and  said  on  the  subject  of  this  war, 
prove  beyond  controversy,  that  he  took  no  part  in 
the  Presidential  counsels,  and  that  he  had  no  inten- 
tion of  advising  the  movements  of  the  Administra- 
tion. It  was  wholly  out  of  his  line  of  duty  to  do 
so.  As  a  military  commander  he  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  Government  policy  of  settling  bound- 
ary lines  or  acquiring  territory.  His  duty  re- 
quired him  to  defend  the  country  to  its  just  and 
true  limits,  and  to  go  beyond  those  limits  only  in 
the  event  of  being  ordered  to  do  so  by  the  sujierior 
power  of  the  Government.  He  did  go,  not  pur- 
suant to  any  political  or  diplomatic  policy  which  he 
had  recommended,  but  in  subordination  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  who,  as  comman- 
der-in-chief of  the  army,  had  ordered  him  to  do 
so. 

If  the  order  of  the  13th  of  January,  1846,  were 
a  rightful  order,  if  it  were  given  according  to  law 
and  the  Constitution,  if  the  public  interest  required 
that  it  should  be  issued,  and  if  it  were  necessary 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  honor  or  rights  of  the 
country,  why  is  it  that  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land and  other  defenders  of  the  President,  labor 
so  hard  to  relieve  the  President  from  the  responsi- 
bility of  issuing  it,  and  to  place  it  upon  the  old  hero 
of  Buena  Vista  and  Monterey  .'  If  there  is  so  much 
patriotism  in  the  advocacy  of  the  war  and  its  con- 
tinuance until  Mexico  is  entirely  subdued,  why 
are  the  President  and  his  friends  so  desirous  to 
shrink  from  the  honor  of  having  brought  it  on  .' 
That  is,  he  could  assure  the  gentleman,  not  the 
way  in  which  General  Taylor  does  his  work.^  It 
was  his  rule  to  "  ask  no  favors,  and  shrink  from 
no  responsibility;"  and  he  (Mr.  T.)  thought,  that 
by  firmly  maintainine:  this  rule  of  conduct,  as  he 
believed  lie  would,  hcwould  yetexpre.ss  himself  so 
fully  in  retcnrd  to  this  war,  that  there  would  be  no 
mistaking  his  sentiments.  Gentlemen  here  will  find 
themselves  wholly  unable  to  persuade  the  country 
that  lie  brought  on  the  war.    The  mind  of  the  country 
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is  already  made  up  on  that  question.  And  beins: 
made  up,  it  is  convinced  of  the  unkindness  wiili 
which  gentlemen  are  here  treating  General  Taylor, 
ty  insisting  that  he  was  the  cause  of  the  war,  when 
they  know  full  well  that  he  only  marched  from 
Corpus  Ghristi  when  ordered  to  do  so  by  the  Pres- 
ident, and  declared  to  the  Administration  that  he 
would  not  march  until  he  was  so  ordered. 

He  (i\Ir.  T.)  did  not  perceive  the  present  im- 
portance of  it,  but  the  gentleman  from  JVlaryland 
(Mr.  McLane)  had  aFso  asserted  on  yesterday, 
that  while  General  Taylor  was  in  Louisiana,  he 
was  ordered  not  to  march  into  Texas  before  her 
annexation  was  consummated.  He  could  scarcely 
refrain  from  smiling  wiien  he  heard  the  gentleman 
make  the  remark. 

]\Ir.  McL AN E  desired  to  ex|j|ain.  He  had  not 
said,  before  her  annexation  was  consummaleil,  but 
before  the  people  of  Texas  had  given  their  assent 
to  the  terms  of  annexation  proposed  to  them. 

Mr.  THO.MPSON  continued.  He  confessed  that 
he  had  not  sufficient  acuteness  of  discrimination  to 
understand  the  diflerence  between  that  acceptance 
and  actual  annexation.  Whenever  Texas  accepted 
the  terms  of  our  joint  resolution,  she  became,  to 
all  intents  and  pur|)oses,  as  much  a  part  of  this 
country  as  she  is  now,  and  the  President  was  just 
as  much  bound  to  defend  her,  to  her  true  limits, 
after  that  was  done,  as  he  was  after  she  was  ad- 
mitted as  a  State  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  McLANE  again  interrupted  Mr.  T.  What 
he  said  was  not  distinctly  heard,  but  was  under- 
stood to  be  a  repetition,  in  substance,  of  what  he 
had  said  when  last  up. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  continued.  General  Taylor 
was  ordered  by  Mr.  Donelson,on  the  28th  of  June, 
1845,  to  march  into  Texas  and  take  position  at 
Corpus  Christi.  Now,  he  would  thank  the  gen- 
tleman to  tell  him  how  this  order  of  28th  June 
could  have  reference  to  a  contingency  that  must  de- 
pend on  a  popular  act,  afterwards  to  be  performed  .■' 
Texas  did  not  consent  to  come  into  this  Union  un- 
til that  consent  was  given  by  her  convention  which 
met  on  the  4th  of  July,  1843.  General  Taylor  was 
instructed  to  march  into  Texas  before  that  accept- 
ance. The  order  to  march  there  was  given  pursu- 
ant to  the  instructions  of  this  Government.  It  was 
therefore  true,  beyond  question,  that  there  was  a 
hot  haste  about  this  thing  which  had  plunged  the 
nation  into  all  its  present  difficulties. 

Mr.  T.  would  now  proceed  to  notice  that  part 
of  the  gentleman's  speech  which  had  reference 
to  collection  districts  in  Texas,  upon  the  facts  in 
regard  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
and  himself  were  at  issue.  That  gentleman  had 
at  first  said  that  Texas  had,  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, been  divided  into  lico  collection  districts,  the 
western  boundary  of  one  of  which  was  the  Rio 
Grande.  He  had,  on  the  other  hand,  shown,  by 
the  law  itself,  that  the  whole  State  of  Texas  con- 
stituted but  one  collection  district,  of  which  Corpus 
Christi  was  the  extreme  western  limit.  After  his 
former  speech  was  made,  he  had  looked  into  the 
reports  from.thc  Treasury  Department,  had  exam- 
ined the  Blue  Book,  and  every  other  source  of  in- 
formation upon  which  he  could  lay  his  hands,  and 
had  been  unable  to  find  any  other  reference  to  this 
district  than  that  which  he  had  made  in  his  speech 
and  in  the  note  attached  to  it.  Nowhere  in  any 
public  document  or  in  any  book,  could  he  find  the 
appointment  of  an  inspector  of  customs  at  Point 
Isabel.  Me  had  therefore  stated,  that  no  such  offi- 
cer had  ever  been  appointed.  What  the  Adminis- 
tratirin  may  or  may  not  have  done  since  the  war 
begun  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question;  for  it 
has  now  appointed  officers  of  the  customs  in  many 
of  the  ports  of  Mexico.  These  appointments  are 
made  by  virtue  of  rightsclaimed  by  tiie  President  as 
a  military  conqueror.  But  there  is  no  puliUc  record 
of  any  c'nnl  appointment  of  an  inspector  at  Point 
Isabel  made  either  before  or  .since  the  war  began. 
He  has,  at  all  events,  searched  for  and  has  Ijeeii 
xiuable  to  find  any  such;  and  he  does  not  believe 
that  any  .such  can  be  found.  He  lias  heard,  some 
time  ago,  that  there  is  a  in'ditanj  inspector  of  cus- 
toms at  Point  Isabel,  but  no  such  civil  officer  of 
this  Government  there.  He  docs  not  know  how 
the  fact  is;  but  he  does  know,  that  if  (he  President 
or  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  appointed 
such  a  civil  officer  there,  it  has  been  done  without 
authority  of  law,  as  it  is  not  within  any  collection 
disiriii  of  the  United  States.  And  he  also  knows, 
that  if  such  appointment  ha.s  been  made,  no  re|)ort 
of  it  haa  been  made  heretofore  to  Congreaa  or  the 


country.  It  has  never  been  officially  communi- 
cated, nor  had  he,  or  the  House,  or  the  country, 
received  any  public  notice  thereof  until  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  read  some  letters  here, 
on  yesterday,  which  he  had  obtained  at  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  There  was  some- 
thing very  singular,  to  his  mind,  about  this  mode 
of  conducting  public  business;  but  it  seemed  to  be 
a  favorite  mode  with  this  Administration.  When 
he  (Mr.  T.)  had  spoken,  in  his  former  speech,  of 
the  order  to  General  Taylor  to  march  to  the  Rio 
Grande  having  been  given  before  the  President 
knew  that  Mr.  Slidell  was  rejected,  he  had  been 
told  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Rhett]  that  the  fact  of  Mr.  Slidell 's  rejection  was 
communicated  to  the  Government  in  a  paper  which 
had  not  yet,  even  to  the  present  day,  been  made 
public.  He  then  asked  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  where  he  had  procured  a  sight  of  that 
paper,  and  his  response  was,  that  lie  had  seen  it, 
but  a  day  or  two  before,  in  the  Department  of 
War.  He  repeated,  that  it  is  a  most  singular  mode 
of  proceeding,  that  the  Government  sliould  have 
certain  documents  which  ought  to  be  public,  re- 
served for  only  the  sightof  the  friends  of  the  Admin- 
istration, when  nobody  else  knew  their  contents, 
to  be  used  here  just  as  the  occasion  might  require. 
That  was  precisely  the  character  of  the  informa- 
tion yesterday  communicated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  in  relation  to  an  inspector  at  Point 
Isabel.  But,  notwithstanding  it  was  thus,  for  the 
first  time,  made  public,  it  proved  nothing  more  than 
what  he  (Mr.  T.)  had  already  said — that  this  in- 
spector was  a  mililnry  officer.  The  letter  from  the 
collector  at  Galveston  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, which  the  gentleman  had  read,  was  dated  Feb- 
ruary 19,  1846,  more  than  one  monlh  after  General 
Taylor  was  ordered  to  the  Ilio  Grande.  His  letter 
recommended  an  inspector  to  be  appointed  at  Point 
Isabel,  and  gave  as  a  reason  therefor  that  he  had 
been  "advised  that  the  United  States  forces  now 
'  [then]  stationed  at  'Corpus  Christi' are  [were] 
'  under  orders  to  remove'"  there.  This  shows  that 
the  necessity  of  this  appointment  was  occasioned 
by  the  movements  of  the  army,  and  that  the  ap- 
pointment was  a  military  one.  Under  this  recom- 
mendation, it  was  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  9th  of  March,  1846,  nearly  two 
months  after  General  Taylor  had  been  ordered  to 
the  Rio  Grande.  Here,  then,  was  a  solution  of 
the  whole  matter.  The  inspector  was  a  military 
officer,  not  responsible  to  any  law  of  the  United 
States,  but  alone  to  the  President  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  He  had  no  doubt  that,  if  the 
whole  truth  could  be  got  at,  it  would  turn  out,  that 
at  this  day,  the  customs  were  collected  there  under 
the  military  orders  in  council  and  the  tarifl'of  duties 
which  the  President  and  his  Secretaries  had  caused 
to  be  issued.  By  the  same  authority  they  had  ap- 
pointed collectors  and  inspectors  at  Vera  Cruz  and 
Tampico. 

Mr.  McLANE  (Mr.  T.  yielding  for  explanation) 
would  state  to  the  committee  and  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  wo  seemed  to  have  forgotten  what 
the  law  of  the  land  wa§  about  inspectors  of  cus- 
toms, that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  required 
the  collector  of  a  district  to  nominate  the  inspector, 
and  that  he  should  be  confirmed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  That  was  a  civil  office,  known 
to  the  laws  of  the  land;  and  that  civil  officer  was 
at  Point  Isabel  But  (he  was  understood  to  say) 
no  such  civil  officers  were  at  Vera  Cruz  and  Tam- 
pico; they  were  military  officers. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  continued.  He  presuiiied 
he  knew,  perhaps  as  well  as  the  gentleman  him- 
self did,  that,  by  the  acts  of  Congress  of  1799  and 
1804,  the  power  to  appoint  inspectors  was  given 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  collector.  But  that  did  not,  in  any 
manner,  change  this  question.  This  is  a  question 
of  power.  Had  either  the  President  or  his  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  the  f)0wer  to  act  in  defiance 
of  an  act  of  Congress,  which  pointed  out  where 
these  officers  should  be  located,  and  appoint  an 
officer  beyond  the  limits  fixed  by  law  .'  Had  either 
the  President  or  his  "chancellor  of  the  Exchequer" 
the  civil  povver  to  act  upon  the  nomination  of  an 
in:;pector  from  a  collector  at  Monterey  on  the  Pa- 
cific? orcould  they,  by  virtue  ofany  civilaulhority, 
order  an  ofticerof  the  United  Stales  to  reside  there? 
He  repeated  that  the  whole  question  was  one  of 
power.  Neither  the  President  nor  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  had  the  power:  ihcy  acted  alone 
under  military  authority. 


He  (Mr.  T.)  thought  he  had  now  shown  the 
committee,  and  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
that  so  far  from  weakening  any  position  which  had 
been  taken  by  him,  (Mr.  T.,)  in  his  original 
speech,  every  single  one  had  been  strengthened 
and  fortified  by  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  on 
yesterday.  That  which  the  gentleman  seemed  to 
consider  the  most  important  difference  between 
them,  could  not  now  but  be  fully  uiidei-stood:  he 
meant  the  appointment  of  inspector  at  Point  Isa- 
bel. He  would  repeat,  that  there  might  be  no 
mistake  as  to  his  position,  that  if  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  by  virtue  of  the  military  powergiven 
him  by  the  President,  had  thought  proper  to  ap- 
point such  an  officer,  it  had  been  done  in  defiance 
of  law,  and  the  country  had  no  information  of  it 
in  any  part  of  the  public  history,  until  it  was  fur- 
nished to  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  in  a  pri- 
vate letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  McLANE.     Private  ? 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  meant  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  the  gentleman  as  a  member  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  McLANE  said  it  was  a  copy  from  the 
record. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  continued.  It  was  a  copy 
from  a  record  of  which  neither  this  House  nor  the 
country  had  any  information  whatsoever,  until  it 
was  brought  here  by  the  gentleman  himself,  and 
read  in  his  speech  on  yesterday.  It  was  furnished 
him  privately,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
to  defend  the  Administration  against  the  charge  of 
violating  a  law  of  Congress.  But  he  would  not 
dwell  longer  upon  this  question.  He  wanted,  be- 
fore he  sat  down,  to  notice  anothfer  part  of  the 
gentleman's  speech,  which  was  not  a  reply  to  any 
of  the  arguments  of  his  (Mr.  T's)  former  one. 

The  gentleman  seemed  very  anxious  to  place  him 
(Mr.  T.)  before  the  country,  not  only  as  a  Whig, 
but  as  a  Clay  Whig,  or  a  Taylor  Whig;  he  be- 
lieved the  gentleman  had  not  been  able  to  settle,  in 
his  own  mind,  to  which  class  he  belonged.  Now 
the  gentleman  represented  him  correctly  in  calling 
him  a  "tti/io/e  Wliig,^'  for  he  did  profess  to  be  tiichole 
Whig.  Still  he  was  not  here  as  the  especial  de- 
fender either  of  Mr.  Clay  or  General  Taylor.  They 
needed  no  defence  from  him.  But  he  would  take 
this  occasion  to  say,  that  it  did  not  become  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  nor  his  political  friends, 
to  exhibit  so  much  anxiety  to  strike  at  the 'repu- 
tation of  General  Taylor.  The  old  warrior  had 
been  buffeted  about  quite  enough  by  the  Admin- 
istration itself.  Not  only  have  they  endeavored 
to  shut  his  mouth,  when  he  had  dared  to  express 
his  opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  war,  (as  he 
did  in  his  letter  to  General  Gaines,)  by  reviving 
an  old  and  obsolete  order  of  the  War  Department, 
but  they  have  studiously  endeavored  to  deprive 
him  of  his  well-earned  fame.  Mr.  Polk  did  not 
want  to  hear  what  General  Taylor  had  to  say  on 
the  poUUcal  policy  of  the  Government.  The  mo- 
ment he  undertook  to  say  what,  in  his  judgment,  it 
should  be,  it  was  attempted  to  deprive  him  of  the 
privilege  of  writing  a  word  to  anybody  but  the 
officers  of  the  Government,  who  should  expose  to 
the  public  only  that  which  the  President  chose  to 
communicate  to  Congress.  But  that  was  not  the 
true  object  of  the  hostility  of  the  President  to 
General  Taylor.  He  saw  the  possibility  that 
General  Taylor  might  become  a  favorite  with  the 
people,  and  this  was  quite  enough  for  him  to  know. 
From  that  hour  the  veteran  soldier  was  destined  to 
be  sacrificed,  if  there  was  strength  enough  in  the 
Presidential  arm  to  do  it.  Accordingly,  his  force 
at  Buena  Vista  was  reduced  to  a  mere  handful  of 
men.  Nearly  all  the  regular  soldiers  whom  he 
had  tried  in  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Giande  and  at 
Monterey,  were  taken  from  him.  He  was  left 
only  in  command  of  untried  volunteers,  who  had 
never  heard  the  report  of  a  hostile  gun,  almost  in 
the  heart  of  Mexico,  surrounded  by  embarrass- 
ments on  every  side,  with  the  best  appointed 
forces  of  Mexico  in  his  front,  commanded  by  the 
general  who  had  been  sent  to  Mexico  by  JVlr.  Polk, 
and  who  then  had  a  force  more  than  four  times  the 
number  of  his  own.  This  was  but  a  part  of  the 
policy  of  this  Administration  towards  General 
Taylor.  Rut,  thanks  to  him  and  his  brave  little 
army,  he  had  alike  foiled  the  puny  eR"orts  of  a  jeal- 
ous Executive,  and  added  new  honors  to  his  own 
name,  and  fresh  glory  to  his  country. 

He  had  a  few  words  to  say,  before  he  sat  down, 
about  the  extreme  anxiety  which  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  had  ex-hibited,  to  place  the  Whig 
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party  in  the  most  awkward  predicament  of  being 
greatly  divided  on  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency. 
It  was  of  very  little  importance  to  this  country  how 
he  or  the  gentleman   from  Maryland  intended  to 
vote  on  the  question  of  the  Presidency.     He  would 
say  to  the  honorable  gentleman,  however,  if  he  laid 
the  flattering  unction  to  hissoul  that  the  Whigparty 
was  so  divided  as  he  had  represented,  he  was  vastly 
mistaken.  There  were  a  great  many  men  in  that  par- 
ty, who  were  prepared,  whenever  the  crisis  might 
call  for  the  surretider  of  individual  preferences  and 
feelings,  to  buckle  on  their  armor  in  the  common 
defence  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  rescue  of  the 
country  from  the  fearful  evils  which  beset  it.    We, 
(said  Mr.  T.,)  it  is  true,  from  particular  reasons, 
have    individual  preferences;  but   there  is  some- 
thing in  this  great  controversy  higher  than  men — 
than  the   elevation  of  any  particular  candidate  to 
the  Presidency.     Tlie   security,  the  salvation   of 
the  Constitution,  is  the  great  question  to  be  tried. 
In  a  contest  of  this  sort  we  are  prepared  to  rear 
the    old    banner    under   which    we    have    fought 
in    former    times,   and    do  duty    to   the   glorious 
Constitution   of  our  fathers;    and  whether  under 
the  banner  of  Mr.  Clay,  who  has  long  stood  fore- 
most among   the   most   distinguished    statesmen 
of  our  country;  or  whether  under  that  of  Gen- 
eral  Taylor,    who    has   fought   our    battles    and 
covered  himself  all  over  with  glory,  who  "  asks 
no    favor   and   shrinks   from    no    responsibility;" 
or  whether  under  the  banner  of  some  of  the  other 
illustrious   men   who  are   scattered  all   over  this 
Union;  we  will  go  into  the  contestas  if  animated  by 
one  spirit,  and  having  but  one  common  object — 
the  enduring  prosperity  and  happiness  of  our  coun- 
try.    Why,  does  the  gentleman  suppose  we  have 
got  nobody  else  but  General  Taylor  and  Mr.  Clay.' 
Let  him  look  all  over  this  Union,  and  we  can  point 
to  those  under  whose  banner  the  Whig  party  could 
rally  with  hope  and  confidence.      Massachusetts 
can  boast  her  Webster,  the  able  defender  of  the 
Constitution;  Delaware,  her  Clayton;  Pennsylva- 
nia, her  Sergeant  and   Binney;   New  York,   her 
Fillmore;  Ohio,  her  McLean,  Corwin,  and  Ewing; 
Kentucky,  her  Crittenden;  Tennessee,  her  Bell; 
North  Carolina,  her  Mangum  and  Badger;  South 
Carolina,  her  Preston.    These  were  all  men  whom 
Whigs  delight  to  honor.     And  there  were  others 
scattered  all  over  the  country — not  only  in  public 
life,  but  in  private  life — men  far  more  distinguished 
for  intellect  and  patriotism  than  he  who  now  dis- 
penses power  at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue. 

But  the  gentleman's  own  political  friends,  he 
understood,  had  a  good  many  family  quarrels,  a 
good  many  family  jars,  which  it  might  be  rather 
more  difficult  to  reconcile.     He  had    understood 
that  the  gentleman  who  sat  at  the  other  end  of  the 
avenue  had  himself  set  up  pretensions  for  reelec- 
tion, but  that  a  large  portion  of  his  friends  were 
unwilling  to  make  him   their  candidate,  for  two 
prominent  reasons:  first,  because  he  admitted  Santa 
Anna  into  Mexico;  and  second,  because  rumor, 
•with  her  ten  thousand  tongues,  says  he  has  circum- 
vented his  Cabinet  by  giving  secret  instructions  to 
Trist  when  he  had  said  publicly  that  he  had  recalled 
him.     Then  he  understood  that  a  distinguished 
gentleman    from    Pennsylvania    was    sometimes 
talked  of,  but  he  was  denounced  here  as  having 
been  an  opposer  of  the  last  war.     Then  there  was 
a  distinguished  Senator  from  Michigan  who  was 
an  aspirant,  yet  it  was  hinted  that  he  had   been 
on  both  sides  of  the  Wilmot  proviso.     There  was 
also  the  honorable  gentleman  who  was  now  second 
in  oflice  under  the  Government,  whose  name  was 
associated  with  Mr.  Polk's  in  the  last  canvass,  but 
it  was  brought  against  him  that  he  wrote  the  bill 
for  the  rcchaiter  of  the  United  States  Bank.  When- 
ever that  parly  should  have   settled    their  differ- 
ences, (if  they  should  succeed  in  so  doing,)  and 
have  brought  out  their  man,  and  put  their  liarness 
on,  let  him  tell  them,  that  every  true  and  gallant 
Whi}^-,  whether  under  the  banner  of  Mr.  Clay  or 
General  Taylor,  would   be  found  prepared  to  do 
his  duty  manfully  for  the  defence  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  country.    He  was  authorized  to  speak 
for  none  but  himself,  but  the  gentleman  properly 
interpreted  him  when  he  said  that  he  (Mr.  T.)  was 
a  "  wlwte  JVhig."    This  need  not  be  told  to  his 
constituents  or  to  those  who  knew  him.    From  his 
"very  boyhood  he  had  tried  to  do  service  in  tliat 
glorious  cause.    He  was  proud  to  be  called  a  Whig. 
It  was  the  highest  title  he  wished  to  wear;  and  he 
now  told  the  gentleman,  (without  telling  him  for 
whom  he  might  go  until  the  great  voice  of  the 


party  had  spoken,)  that  in  this  contest  the  candi- 
date of  the  gentleman's  party,  whoever  he  might 
be,  would  find  a  competitor  with  whom  he  might 
expect  to  enter  into  no  mean  or  childish  contest. 

Mr.  STANTON,  of  Tennessee,  here  interposed, 
and,  Mr.  T.  yielding,  said  he  understood  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  to  refer  to  a  rumor  tliat  the 
Presidenthad  circumvented  his  Cabinet,  by  sending 
secret  instructions  to  Mr.  Trist.  He  desired  to 
know  whether  he  understood  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman to  make  such  a  charge  .' 

Mr.  THOMPSON.  Not  at  all;  certainly  not. 
Fie  knew  nothing  at  all  of  the  secrets  at  the  other 
end  of  the  avenue.  He  had  not  even  a  personal 
acquaintance  with  the  gentleman  who  occupies  the 
Presidential  chair,  consequently  he  could  not  know 
what  were  the  secret  purposes  of  his  Administra- 
tion. All  he  knew  about  this  matter  was  obtained 
from  an  article  in  the  leading  French  paper  of  New 
York,  which  came  to  this  city  yesterday.  He 
made  no  endorsement  of  the  charge. 

Mr.  STANTON.  I  have  it  within  my  know- 
ledge to  say  that  the  statement  is  absolutely  false. 
Mr.  THOMPSON  resuming.  I  am  glad  to  hear 
it,  for  the  sake  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  honorable  gentleman  then  does  know 
what  are  the  secrets  of  the  President ! 

What  he  had  said  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  T.  remarked)  had  been 
prompted  by  no  unkind  feeling.  It  was  merely  a  ! 
difference  of  interpretation — of  construction  be- 
tween the  gentleman  and  himself.  And  as  such 
were  the  sentiments  which  he  experienced  towards 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  that  gentleman 
would  permit  him  to  offer  to  him  a  piece  of  friendly 
advice.  He  (Mr.  T.)  had  a  little  more  experience 
as  a  member  of  this  House  than  the  gentleman 
had,  and  this  experience  had  satisfied  him  that  a 
member  might  not  presume  too  much  upon  his 
reputation  here.  He  would  therefore  say,  with 
kindness,  to  the  gentleman,  that  it  would  be  well 
for  them  both  to  imitate  the  example  of  older 
and  more  experienced  members,  who  did  not 
speak  so  often  as  to  weai-  out  the  patience  of  the 
House. 

Whatever  might  be  the  verdict  (Mr.  T.  pro- 
ceeded to  remark)  passed  here  upon  the  great 
questionsof  controversy  which  excited  the  nation, 
the  people  of  this  country,  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  would  investigate  these  questions  for  them- 
selves. They  would  declare,  by  their  own  po- 
tential voice,  what  should  be  done.  Gentlemen, 
he  knew,  were  in  the  habit  of  saying  they 
could  anticipate  the  result  of  the  Presidential 
contest.  He  could  not.  Would  to  God  lie  could. 
When  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  should  have 
brought  out  a  distinguished  man  of  their  party, 
and  put  him  in  nomination,  and  when  his  party 
should  have  done  the  same,  no  man  could  tell  the 
result.  He  feared  it;  he  feared  it  for  the  Consti-  | 
tution;  he  feared  it  for  the  country.  All  he  could  j 
say,  was,  that  every  true-hearted  patriot  would  do 
his  duty  to  the  Constitution,  and  leave  the  issue 
in  the  hands  of  the  people  and  of  God.  He  trust- 
ed and  hoped  that  the  public  virtue  of  this  country 
was  not  yet  destroyed.  He  trusted  and  hoped 
that  the  strong  arm  of  this  Executive,  exercised 
in  defiance  of  popular  judgment,  of  the  popular 
will,  of  the  Constitution,  and  of  the  law,  had  not 
yet  stricken  down  that  attachment  which  the  peo- 
ple had  been  accustomed  to  feel  for  the  institutions 
of  our  country.  He  trusted  and  believed  that  there 
was  yet  enough  of  public  virtue  left  to  defend  the 
Constitution  in  its  purity,  and  save  it  from  ruin. 

Where  are  we.'  (said  he.)  Where  do  we  stand.' 
We  may  wrangle  here  as  we  please.  We  may 
enter  into  the  arena  of  partisan  discussion  in  this 
Hall,  and  divert  our  own  minds,  and  the  minds  of 
the  people;  but  we  are  in  the  midst  of  a  great 
crisis.  What  shall  be  done.'  is  asked  everywhere. 
We  have  been  engaged  in  war — in  a  devastating, 
ruinous  war — with  a  sister  republic.  We  have 
now  the  flattering  prospect  of  peace.  What  shall 
we  do  with  that  peace,  if  we  make  peace?  What 
will  be  the  result  of  our  acquisitions,  if  we  make 
acquisitions  of  territory  .'  Who  can  tell.'  If  we 
do  not  make  peace,  where  are  we  to  stop.'  Are 
we  to  go  forward  with  our  conquering  arms,  and 
overrun  and  subjugate  the  whole  of  IVIexico,  and 
the  whole  of  this  continent.'  We  are  told  that  the 
people  of  the  northern  States  of  Me.xico,  not  em- 
braced in  the  treaty,  are  petitioning  for  admission 
into  this  Union.  It  is  known  that  u  commissioner 
from  Yucatan  is  a.sking  the  protection  of  this  Gov- 


ernment. Looking  to  South  America,  we  see  even 
there  they  are  throwing  themselves  into  the  arms 
of  this  Administration  for  protection.  The  inhab- 
itants of  Venezuela  ask  shelter  from  us.  Where 
are  we  to  stop.'  He  asked,  in  God's  name,  where 
are  we  to  stop.' 

We  have  been  plunged  into  this  condition  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  not  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country.  It  has  been  done  by  the  Pres- 
ident, not  under  the  recommendation  of  General 
Taylor,  but  under  his  own  stern,  stubborn,  ob- 
stinate will.  Where,  he  repeated,  are  we  to  stop .' 
It  is  easy  to  plunge  this  country  into  war.  A 
weak,  ambitious,  imbecile  President  by  a  single 
stroke  of  the  pen,  may  get  us  into  a  long,  expen- 
sive, ruinous  war;  but  it  demands  all  the  sagacity, 
all  the  wisdom,  all  the  true-hearted  patriotism  of 
the  country,  to  get  us  out  of  it.  The  incendiary 
may  set  fire  to  our  building,  but  it  requires  a  mul- 
titude, with  well-directed  eflorts,  to  extinguish  it. 
The  President  may  hurl  his  country  almost  over 
the  precij)ice;  but  it  requires  all  the  patriotism  of 
all  our  wisest  and  best  statesmen  to  save  it.  He 
trusted  in  God  it  would  be  saved.  Their  only  re- 
liance was  on  the  public  virtue  of  the  nation.  If 
that  is  not  exercised,  and  exercised  speedily,  he 
could  not  but  foresee  a  dark  and  gloomy  fate  for 
the  country. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Connecticut,  next  addressed 
the  committee,  directing  his  remarks  to  a  subject 
which  it  seemed  to  him  had  not  received  that  con- 
sideration from  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  and 
from  the  American  people  which  its  importance, 
in  his  judgment,  required,  viz:  to  the  objects  and 
purposes  which  this  Administration  had  been  seek- 
ing to  accomplish  by  the  prosecution  of  the  exist- 
ing war  with  Mexico.  Passing  over  the  question 
of  the  origin  of  the  war,  and  admitting,  for  the  sake 
of  argument,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
had  a  right  to  order  the  army  to  the  Rio  Grande; 
assuming,  for  the  sake  of  argument — and  he  made 
tliese  admissions  and  assumptions  for  lio  other  pur- 
pose— the  validity  of  the  claim  advanced  by  the 
Administration  of  the  clear  and  indisputable  nature 
of  our  title  to  the  Rio  Grande;  assuming  that  the 
reiterated  asseverations  of  the  President  of  the  Uni-  > 
ted  States  that  Mexico  was  the  aggressor  were 
well-founded,  that  she  invaded  the  territory  of  the 
United  States,  and  that,  by  an  attack  on  Captain 
Thornton's  command  on  the 24th  April,  1846,  she 
was  guilty  of  shedding  American  blood  upon  Amer- 
ican soil,  he  asked  if  the  aggression  thus  made 
upon  ourterritory  was  not  repelled,  if  the  victories 
of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma  were  not  suf- 
ficient vindications  of  the  honor  and  integrity  of 
our  country.'  Was  it  not  sufficient  for  our  army, 
under  the  lead  of  the  gallant,  the  successful  Tay- 
lor, to  have  scattered  the  Mexican  forces  before 
If  them  as  chaff.'  Had  we  been  content  to  remain  on 
1}  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  did  any  human  being 
ii  believe  that  this  gasconading,  vainglorious,  cow- 
ardly race  of  Mexicans  would  have  ever  dared  to 
come  on  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  for  the  pur- 
pose of  assailing  the  American  arms.' 

But  this  Administration,  not  content  with  repel- 
ling aggression,  as  they  claimed,  had  seen  fit  to 
invade  the  Republic  of  Mexico;  to  send  an  army 
into  Upper  California  and  New  Mexico,  to  organ- 
ize an  expedition  of  a  very  extraordinary  charac- 
ter under  General  Wool  to  capture  Chihuahua, 
and  to  take  possession  of  Tamaulipas,  New  Leon, 
and  Coahuila.  Not  satisfied  with  thus  capturing 
some  eight  or  ten  of  the  northern  States  of  Mexico, 
the  interior  of  the  country  was  penetrated,  by  tiie 
way  of  Vera  Cruz,  to  the  very  heart  of  the  repub- 
lic, as  the  President  would  have  it,  expending  one 
hundreil  millions  of  money,  and,  as  he  verily  be- 
lieved, at  least  thirty-five  thousand  lives  of  the 
American  citizens ! 

And  why  had  all  this  been  done.'  What  had 
been  the  policy  of  the  Administration  in  thus  pros- 
ecuting this  war  in  this  most  extraordinary  man- 
ner.' It  would  be  impossible,  he  said,  for  him  to 
discuss  this  question  ("ully  under  present  circum- 
stances, without  referring  to  the  treaty  of  peace 
which  it  was  .said  had  been  negotiated  in  the  city 
of  Mexico,  either  with  or  without  the  authority  of 
our  Government,  which  had  been  brought  to  this 
city,  and  it  was  said  was  now  ncndin^-  befo'e  the 
other  branch  of  the  National  Legislature.  In 
speaking  of  it,  he  spoke  from  no  sources  of  infor- 
ation  except  those  common  to  all  the  members  of 
the  House;  and  he  spoke  on  his  responsibility 
alone.     He  also  intended  to  speak  with  modera- 
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tion,  with  caution,  as  it  was  a  subject  of  the  utmost 
delicacy,  of  the  utmost  importance. 

Was  it  not  extraordinary  tlmt  we  shoulrl  have 
now  pending  before  one  department  of  tliis  Gov- 
ernment the  question  wliether  the  boundaries  of 
the  United  States  should  be  extended  to  an  immense 
extent;  whether  vast  regions  of  country  should  be 
brought  within  our  jurisdiction  and  subjected  to 
our  laws;  that  the  question  should  be  pending 
■whether  a  foreign  people,  who  speak  not  our  lan- 
guage, who  know  nothing  of  our  institutions, 
should  be  brought  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  of  America;  whether  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  should  be  committed,  in  addition  to 
nil  its  vast  expenditures  in  the  prosecution  of  this 
war,  in  addition  to  the  $100,000,000, and  bethought 
he  might  safely  say  the  5,150,000,000,  and  the  fear- 
ful sacrifice  of  life, — was  it  not  strange  that  the 
question  should  be  pending  whether,  in  addition  to 
all  these,  we  .',hould  put  ourselves  under  obligations 
for  a  sum  of  no  less  than  fJ,21, 000,000,  and  yet 
the  representatives  of  the  people  not  be  informed 
one  word  about  it?  It  might  be  said  that  they 
would  have  an  opportunity  to  pronounce  upon  it 
when,  after  it  was  latified — in  case  it  should  be 
ratified — the  House  of  Representatives  was  called 
upon  to  vote  appropriations  to  carry  it  into  eflect. 
But  did  not  every  man  k\iow  that  they  would  then 
be  placed  in  a  position  where  they  would  be  forced 
to  appropriate?  Yet  not  one  word  was  communi- 
cated by  the  President  to  the  representatives  of  the 
people  upon  this  subject. 

He  knew  that  the  Executive  was  under  no  con- 
stitutional obligations  to  take  advice  of  the  imme- 
diate representatives  of  the  people;  but  he  should 
suppose,  wlien  lie  entertained  so  extraordinary  a 
proposition  as  this,  that  he  would  desire  to  learn 
what  might  be  the  views  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives upon  it;  for,  he  repeated,  when  the  treaty 
should  be  ratified  it  would  be  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land.  The  territory  would  have  been  acquired 
and  subjected  to  our  laws,  the  people  would  have 
come  under  ourjurisdiction,  and  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives would  be  forced  to  make  the  necessary 
appropriations  to  give  it  effect.  The  obligation 
rested  on  the  House.  It  was  so  held  by  General 
Jackson  and  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  in  rela- 
tion to  the  French  treaty  in  1831,  where  the  French 
Government  agreed  to  pay  twenty-five  millions 
francs  by  instalments,  and  the  French  Chamber  of 
Deputies  refused  to  make  the  appropriation.  Did 
not  our  Government  treat  that  as  a  most  outrage- 
ous breach  of  faith,  and  were  we  not  on  the  very 
point  of  going  to  war  with  France  to  enforce  that 
treaty  ? 

What  objects  and  purposes,  then,  had  this 
Admini.stration  been  seeking  to  accomplish  by  this 
war,  and  what  did  it  seek  by  this  treaty  ?  Whether 
it  should  be  ratified  or  not,  was  a  matter  in  refer- 
ence to  which  he  did  not  express  any  opinion.  If 
that  ([uestion  was  thrown  into  his  hands  for  decis- 
ion he  should  feel  that  there  was  devolved  on  him 
n  fearful  responsibility — a  choice  on  the  one  hand 
between  a  war  which  was  fraught  with  awful  evils 
to  our  common  country,  and  on  the  other  hand  a 
trraty  whii^h  he  greatly  feared  would  ultimately 
produce  calamities  not  less  direful  to  the  country 
than  the  prosecution  of  the  war  itself. 

He  called  the  attention  of  the  House  and  the 
ro\mtry  to  the  surprising  change  in  the  language 
made  use  of  by  the  Administration  and  its  friends, 
in  relation  to  their  objects  and  purposes,  during 
the  progress  of  the  war.  When  it  was  first  com- 
menced we  were  told  that  tfieir  object  was  to  "  con- 
quern  peace, "and  the  friends  of  the  Administration 
on  this  floor  and  elsewhere  insisted  that  it  should 
be  ft  short  war  and  a  glorious  war.  But  not  turn- 
ing out  so,  it  jiad  become  necessary  for  the  President 
and  hi.s  friends  tn  modify  their  language,  and  they 
then  insisifd  that  the  objects  of  the  war  wore  "  in- 
demnity for  the  past  and  security  for  the  future." 
What  was  meant  by  these  words  no  human  being 
was  able  to  tell.  In  his  ammal  message  at  the 
cou)mencemcntof  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the 
President  totally  disclaimed  all  idea  of  conf|uest. 
But  at  the.  present  session  lie  modified  his  language 
and  said  that  his  object  was  not  to  conquer  "  Mex- 
ico"— meaning  the  whole  of  iVlexico;  that  he  did 
not  desire  to  extinguish  her  nationality,  Imt  that 
she  should  continue  tr)  exi.f  t  as  a  separate  and  inde- 
pendent republic;  and  then  lie  wound  up  by  telling 
u.s,  in  very  significant  language,  that  wc  must  have 
"  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for  the  fu- 
ture." "Indemnity     for  what?  For  tliedcbt  which 


Mexico  owed  our  citizens  prior  to  the  war?  Why 
did  he  not  say  so?  "  Indemnity"  for  all  the  ex- 
penses of  the  war?  Why  not  say  so,  if  this  is 
what  he  meant?  "Indemnity"  for  all  the  blood 
and  all  the  sacrifices  made  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war?     He  said  no  such  thing. 

Well,  as  to  this  "security."  What  did  he  mean 
by  that?  It  seemed  that  he  wanted  to  put  Mexico 
in  some  way  under  bond  for  good  behavior.  Ex- 
actly how  it  was  to  be  done  he  could  not  perceive, 
except  it  were  by  bombarding  her  cities,  blowing 
up  her  castles,  dispersing  her  armies,  and  sending 
widowhood  and  orphanage  to  thousands  of  homes 
of  that  republic.  He  wanted  "  security  for  the 
future"  in  some  way.  At  length  this  treaty  had 
come,  and  it  afforded  new  light  on  the  subject. 

He  referred  to  what  were  understood  to  be  the 
terms  of  the  treaty — the  cession  of  all  the  country 
this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  all  of  New  Mex- 
ico, and  nearly  all  of  Upper  California;  and  he 
said  that  he  had  evidence  before  him,  which  he 
would  imbody  in  his  printed  speech,  sufficient  to 
satisfy  every  reasonable  man  that  that  country  was 
not  worth  two  straws,  and  was  most  properly  and 
emphatically  characterized  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr  C.  .T.  Ingersoll,]  in  a  phrase 
which  had  become  somewhat  notorious,  a  "stu- 
pendous desert."  Such  a  treaty  would  give  us 
upon  the  Pacific  about  ten  degi-ees  of  latitude,  viz: 
from  32°  to  42°,  the  southern  boundary  of  Oregon. 
And  for  this  country  we  were  to  pay  the  enormous 
sum  of  twenty  or  twenty-one  millions  of  dollars — 
to  pay  $15,000,000  to  Mexico  in  round  coin, 
(whether  this  included  the  "three  millions"  or 
not  he  did  not  know,)  and  to  assume  some  five  or 
six  millions  of  the  claims  of  our  citizens  against 
Mexico. 

We  were  to  pay  this  enormous  sum,  and  take 
possession  of  this  territory;  and  he  would  not  give 
the  county  of  Dutchess,  in  New  York,  for  the  whole 
of  it!  We  were  to  pay  a  sum  greatly  larger  than 
we  paid  for  the  whole  of  the  Louisiana  territory, 
including  what  is  now  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Mis- 
souri, Iowa — and  territory  enough  for  six  or  eight 
more  States — Texas  being  thrown  into  the  bargain. 
To  pay  ili21,000,000  for  this  miserable,  worthless 
territory,  under  this  most  magnificent  Administra- 
tion, in  addition  to  the  one  hundred  to  one  hundred 
and  fifty  millions  already  expended,  and  to  the 
twenty-five  or  thirty  thousand  lives  of  American 
citizens  sacrificed  I  This  was  to  be  paid  for  a  vast 
expanse  of  mountains,  rocks,  and  arid  deserts,  and 
witli  it  we  were  to  have  under  ourjurisdiction  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  the  wild  savages  of  that 
country,  and  to  impose  upon  this  Government 
hereafter,  to  the  end  of  time,  the  necessity  of  main- 
taining an  army,  in  addition  to  our  old  peace  estab- 
lishment, of  some  five  to  ten  thousand  men,  and 
incurring  an  expense  annually  of  some  five  to  seven 
millions  of  dollars  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  ex- 
penses of  this  Government. 

The  President  in  his  message  informed  us  that 
when  he  sent  this  most  distinguished  diplomatist, 
Mr.  Nicholas  P.  Trist,  a  clerk  in  the  Department 
of  State — of  whom  probably  no  ten  members  of 
Congress  knew  anything  before — that  his  propo- 
sition to  the  Mexican  Government  was  to  take  all 
the  territory  he  (Mr.  S.)  had  mentioned;  and  in 
addition,  Lower  California — a  cape  of  land — no,  he 
would  not  pervert  language  so  as  to  say  of  land, 
but  a  cape  of  rocks,  mountains,  sandy  deserts — 
running  down  back  of  Mexico  to  the  equator.  He 
commented  upon  the  chaffering  disposition  mani- 
fested in  this  affair.  He  had  never  been  aljle  to 
bring  himself  to  believe  that,  as  wild,  extravagant, 
ridiculous  as  he  considered  tiiis  Administration, 
they  ever  had  been  in  earnest  in  jnaking  this 
proposition.  It  had  turned  out  that  a  real  bargain 
was  what  the  President  was  driving  at.  The 
Yankees  were  said  to  have  some  talent  at  a  trade, 
but  he  confessed  here  was  a  specimen  of  Tennessee 
ingenuity  which  distanced  them. 

He  next  proceeded  to  argue  from  the  understood 
stipulation  of  the  treaty  to  pay  this  large  amount 
of  money,  the  hoUowness  of  the  pretence  set  up 
by  the  Adniinislration  of  "  indemnity  for  the 
past;"  as,  in  case  this  had  been  the  real  object, 
(Mexico  having  nothing  but  territory  to  indem- 
nify us  with,)  he  would  have  merely  taken  enough 
to  amomit  to  the  indemnity.  Of  course,  in  taking 
tcriiloiy,  convenient  boundaries  were  necessary, 
and  it  might  well  have  been  that  such  boundaries 
wmild  have  taken  us  beyond  our  precise  claim  for 
indemnity,  and  hnvo  been  necessary  for  ua  to  pay 


them  a  half  million,  or  even  one  or  two  millions  of 
dollars.  But  when  the  Administration  came  to 
propose  our  paying  about  twenty  millions  of  dol- 
lars in  addition,  it  clearly  proved  that  their  object 
was  to  comjjel  Mexico  to  cede  such  jiortion  of  her 
territory  as  we  wanted,  and  to  pay  lier  the  terms 
we  ourselves  saw  fit  to  establish.  The  object  of 
this  war,  it  turned  out,  then,  was  to  drive  a  bar- 
gain with  Mexico — to  force  her  to  sell  hercountry! 
Mr.  S.  here  remarked  that,  as  iiis  time  was 
moving  away  so  rapidly,  he  must  pass  over  many 
of  the  topics  of  which  he  had  intended  to  speak, 
and  content  himself  by  a  general  reference  to  them, 
reserving  to  his  written  speech  the  full  expres- 
sion of  his  views.  He  should  attempt  therein  to 
show — 

That  this  acquisition  of  territory  was  none  the 
less  a  conquest  because  we  stipulated^  to  pay  a 
compensation. 

That  in  acquiring  this  territory,  and  forcing  a 
large  number — probably  one  hundred  thousand 
citizens  of  Mexico  to  come  under  our  jurisdiction — 
we  would  be  violating  a  great  fundamental  princi- 
ple of  our  own  Government. 

That,  by  the  acquisition  of  this  territory,  we  were 
likely  to  introduce  disaster  and  disunion  among 
ourselves.  That,  by  this  acquisition,  would  be 
broken  up  what  has  been  denominated  the  "  Mis- 
souri compromise,"  because  it  would  destroy  the 
foundation  on  which  that  compromise  rested,  which 
was  a  fair,  a  just,  and  equitable  division  of  the  ex- 
isting territorj'  of  the  United  States  between  the 
free  and  slave  States.  After  having  acquired  Texas 
in  the  manner  we  did,  if  we,  in  addition,  were  to 
acquire  New  Mexico  and  California,  it  would  be 
an  utter  annihilation  of  the  basis  on  wliich  the 
Missouri  compromise  rested. 

And,  moreover,  he  said,  (and  this  he  regarded 
as  a  material  point,  but  he  could  not  dwell  upon 
it,)  that  action  upon  this  treaty  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  or,  if  occasion  should  require  it 
here,  would  place  these  bodies  in  such  a  position 
as  to  prevent  their  passing  upon  its  merits.  The 
President  of  the  United  States  involves  the  coun- 
try, by  his  own  wanton  act.  in  a  foreign  war,  and 
after  prosecuting  it  at  an  enormous  expenditure, 
and  sacrifice  of  money  and  valuable  lives,  he  makes 
a  treaty  to  close  the  war.  Now,  he  asked,  if  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  or  if  the  members  of 
this  House,  could,  under  such  circumstances,  act 
on  the  merits  of  the  treaty?  Were  they  not  placed 
in  such  a  situation  that  they  were  forced  to  choose 
between  two  enormous  evils,  and  was  it  not  likely 
then  that  it  would  be  ratified,  though  with  entire 
repugnance?  Might  not  gentlemen  in  the  other 
wing  of  the  Capitol  vote  for  it,  while  believing  it 
in  the  highest  degree  injurious  to  the  country,  for 
they  found  themselves  so  situated,  that  they  were 
obliged  to  choose  between  a  bad  war  and  a  bad 
treaty?  They  might  see  fit  to  choose  the  latter  as 
the  least  evil  of  the  two.  He  wished,  however, 
in  any  remarks  that  he  might  make  here,  not  to  be 
understood  as  expressing  any  opinion  whether  the 
treaty  should  or  should  not  be  ratified.  He  never- 
theless must  insist  th.at  it  would  be  in  the  highest 
degree  injurious  to  bring  New  Mexico  and  Cali- 
fornia under  our  jurisdiction  and  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  place  them  on  the  .same  footing 
with  the  members  of  this  Confederacy — New  York, 
Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Michigan, 
and  Missouri,  States  which  at  no  very  distant  day 
would  have  from  three  millions  to  five  millions  of 
inhabitants  each.  He  utterly  denied  tiiat  this  coun- 
try could  (h'rive  any  considerable  advantage  from 
the  territory  to  be  acquired.  And  this  brought 
him  to  a  suliject  that  had  a  very  important  bearing 
on  the  general  question  which  he  had  propounded 
for  consideration,  and  that  was,  whether  the  policy 
of  this  administration  in  regard  to  the  objects  of 
this  war,  was  such  as  accords  with  the  prosfierity 
and  true  interests  of  the  people?  He  desired  to 
.say  at  this  time,  that  he  had  collated  and  collected, 
and  in  point  of  fact,  had  before  him  on  his  table, 
I  a  large  muss  of  testimony  on  this  point,  which  it 
!  was  totally  impossible  that  he  could  submit  to  the 
committee  in  the  time  prescribed  by  the  rules  of 
i  the  House.  Its  general  tendency  and  effect,  how- 
ever, was  to  show  that  it  was  impossible  that  the 
Administration  could  obtain  any  indemnity,  even 
for  our  original  claim,  from  any  portion  oT  that 
territory  of  Mexico  denominated  the  Northern 
Slates."  He  was  fully  prepared  to  show  that  the 
President  was  making  a  most  extravagant  bargain. 
If  our  Government  were   to  take  all   the  territory 
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which  he  understood  Mexico  was  now  willing  to 
cede  in  consideration  of  the  sum  proposed  to  be 
paid,  and  the  claims  existing  anterior  to  the  war, 
ne  insisted  itwould  be  a  most  extravagant  bargain. 
He  denied  that  the  wiiole  of  that  territory  v/as 
worth  five  millions  of  dollars.  And  in  regard  to 
the  country  on  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  he  de- 
sired to  propound  an  inquiry  for  the  consideration 
of  his  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
After  having  contended  here,  as  gentlemen  had 
done  for  tw/o  long  years,  that  we  were  the  real 
owners  to  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande;  after  de- 
monstrating, as  gentlemen  with  great  ability  and 
ingenuity  had  sought  to  do,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  McLane]  had  told  them  the 
story  about  the  appointment  of  inspectors  of  the 
cuslom-house  there:  after  the  repeated  assertion 
that  Texas  did  extend  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  that 
the  army  of  this  Government  had  the  right  to  take 
up  its  march  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  to  occupy  it 
from  its  mouth  to  its  source,  was  the  twenty-one 
millions  of  dollars  now,  or  any  part  of  it,  to  be 
paid  for  that  territory.'  If  it  was  not  to  be  paid 
for  that,  what  was  that  enormous  consideration  to 
be  paid  for.' 

Mr.  ASHMUN  interposed,  and  begged  to  en- 
lighten the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  on  that 
point.  Perhaps  the  gentleman  did  not  understand 
the  full  value  of  the  purchase.  Now,  he  under- 
stood that  it  was  intended  as  a  consideration  for 
not  only  what  was  now  properly  Mexico,  but  it 
was  also  to  purchase  the  right  of  Mexico  to  Texas. 
We  were  now  to  pay  for  Texas. 

Mr.  SMITH  would  say  nothing  of  the  real  value 
of  Texas,  for  we  had  on  this  floor  gentlemen  who 
represented  her,  for  whom  lie  had  great  personal 
respect.  Nor  would  he  undertake  to  say  how 
soon  it  would  be  that  we  should  have  representa- 
tives here  from  the  sister  States  of  New  Mexico 
and  California;  but  it  seemed  strange  to  him  that 
we  were  now  to  pay  a  large  consideration  for  that 
which  the  Administration  and  its  friends  demon- 
strated was  ours,  and  which  they  contended  for 
as  zealously  as  for  "  54°  40'  or  fight. "  No  longer 
since  than  the  last  session  of  Congress  they  had 
heard  these  arguments,  and  yet  now  the  President 
was  asking  us  to  ratify  a  treaty  by  which  Mexico 
sells  her  right  to  Texas — to  all  on  this  side  of  the 
Nueces,  as  well  as  that  lying  between  the  Nueces 
and  the  Rio  Grande. 

Mr.  McLANE  was  understood  to  explain  that 
this  Government  was  not  to  pay  for  territory — not 
for  one  inch  on  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  but  for 
jurisdiction  over  territory  to  be  ceded  by  Mexico. 

Mr.  SMITH  said,  then  it  appeared  we  wei-e  not 
to  get  a  foot  of  territory,  except  in  the  deserts  of 
California,  but  we  were  to  get  jurisdiction.  Juris- 
diction over  what?  Over  savages  and  an  impassa- 
ble desert,  where  no  man  could  travel  with  safety. 
He  saw  that  he  had  not  the  time  to  bring  before 
the  House  the  mass  of  evidence  which  he  had  in 
liis  possession  respecting  the  value  of  that  territo- 
ry, the  object  of  which  was  to  show  that  that  whole 
country  was  of  no  value,  but  he  would  read  an 
extract  from  a  statement  made  by  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel Emory,  of  the  topographical  engineers,  who 
has  lately  been  appointed  to  a  regiment  of  volun- 
teers, and  has  joined  the  army  in  Mexico.  He 
had  intended  to  have  requested  the  opinion  of  his 
friend  from  the  Covington  district  of  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Gaines]  respecting  the  value  of  that  territo- 
ry, for  which  this  Administration  had  waged  a 
destructive  and  expensive  war.  Not  liaving  time 
to  ask  for  it  now,  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  would  give  it  to  him  in  writing. 

[Mr.  S.  then  read  largely  from  the  statement  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Emory,  and  was  still  proceed- 
ing, when  the  chairman  announced  the  expiration 
of  his  hour.] 

Mr.  FICKLIN  followed,  and  said  he  should  not 
reply  to  the  many  points  raised  by  gentlemen 
who  had  preceded  him,  either  as  to  the  number  of 
men  that  had  tlfe  scurvy  there,  as  .set  forth  in  one 
of  the  extracts  which  had  been  read,  or  as  to  the 
value  of  the  territory  which  it  was  proposed  that 
we  should  now  acquire  from  Mexico.  He  should 
proceed  to  another  branch  of  the  argument. 
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They  had  had  this  morning  two  speeehes  from 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House;  one  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Thompson,]  to  which 
he  had  listened  with  great  pleasure,  and  one  from 
the  distinguished  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  [Mr. 
S.MiTH,]  who  had  undertaken  to  cause  a  smile  at 
the  attempt  to  bring  worthless  territory  into  this 
Union.     Now,  he  (IVIr.  P.)  should  not  undertake 
to  discuss  the  subject-matter  of  the  treaty,  inas- 
inuch  as  it  was  not  before  them,  and,  as  yet,  they 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it.     He  confessed  he  was 
somewhat  surprised  that  gentlemen  had  alluded  to 
it  here,  much  less  bring  it  into  this  debate  and  make 
it  the  subject  of  discussion.      But,   having  been 
brought  here,   he  was  equally  surprised   at   the 
adroitness  with  which  gentlemen  had  dodged  the 
question,  and  shown  how  unwilling  they  were  to 
commit  themselves  as  to  the  merits  of  the  treaty. 
Now,  he  asked  those  gentlemen,  were  they  for  the 
treaty  or  against  it.'     Or  v/as   it  only  their  object 
to  find  fault  with  everj'-thing  the  President  does.' 
Was  it  their  object  merely  to  make  political  capital 
for  the  coming  canvass  of  1848?    He  was  at  a  loss 
to  know  on  what  issue  they  were  to,  meet  gentle- 
men at  this  time.     Those  gentlemen   had  spoken 
of  a  change  of  the  policy  of  the  Administration. 
The  first  object,   they  say,  was  to    "  conquer  a 
peace,"  as  promulged  by  the  Executive,  but  the 
object  now  was  to  obtain  "  indemnity  for  the  past 
and  security  for  the  future."    What  was  the  posi- 
tion of  the  gentlemen  opposite  on  these  points.' 
When  this  war  commenced  they  had  speech  after 
speech  of  burning  eloquence  to  show  that  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas  was  war  perse;  that  annexation 
was  not  only  likely  to  bring  war,  but  that  it  was  war. 
On  that  question,  however,  they  had  some  friends 
on  the  other  side  who  stood  by  them.     There  was 
a  gentleman  from  Georgia,   [supposed   to  be  Mr. 
Toombs,]  to  whose  speeches  he  always  listened 
with  admiration,  who  made  an  eloquent  speech  in 
favor  of  annexation — one  of  the  most  eloquent,  in 
short,  that  he  had   ever  listened  to  in  this  Hall. 
There  were  other  Whig  members  who  voted  with 
the  friends  of  annexation   throughout;    but  they 
found  now  that  all,  or  nearly  all — if  their  vote  on 
a  recent  resolution  was  to  be  taken  as  expressive 
of  the  views  of  that  side  of  the  House — were  now 
ready  to  say  that  annexation  did  not  produce  war, 
but  that  the  President  did  by  his  unjust  and  un- 
constitutional act. 

Mr.  F.  read  an  extract  from  .the  first  speech  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  R.  W.  Thomp- 
son;] and,  after  commenting  thereon,  inquired  why 
the  gentlemen  opposite  had  changed  their  own  po- 
sition .'  It  was  because  it  was  necessary  to  save 
those  gentlemen  who  voted  for  annexation.  If 
they  retained  the  position  that  annexation  was 
war,  then  the  head  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
and  his  friends  who  voted  with  him  for  annexation, 
must  be  taken  oflT;  they  must  fall  under  the  guil- 
lotine of  party;  and  the  only  way  to  relieve  them 
was,  to  change  the  issue,  and  say  that  annexation 
did  not  produce  war,  but  that  our  miserable  Presi- 
dent had  produced  it.  Such  was  the  charge  now 
brought  against  the  President,  for  whose  defence 
it  was  not  necessary  that  he  should  now  detain 
the  committee.  The  multiform  charges  which  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  made  against  the  Presi- 
dent were  rather  amusing  than  otherwise.  First, 
he  was  a  perfect  Nero — a  cold-hearted  tyrant —  j 
one  who  would  fiddle  while  Rome  was  burning,  ' 
and  the  Capitol  was  reduced  to  ashes.  At  another  | 
time,  he  was  the  weakest,  most  contemptible,  most 
pusillanimous  ma'n  breathing.  Now,  these  charges  I 
were  certainly  contradictory,  but  they  were  not 
more  contradictory  than  the  positions  which  the 
gentlemen  opposite  had  taken  on  the  subject  of 
this  Mexican  war.  They  had  made  no  greater 
mistake  than  that  the  people  of  Texas  were  land 
robbers  and  outcasts,  and  that,  as  between  Mexico 
and  Texas,  Mexico  was  right,  and  Texas  all 
wrong.  If  gentlemen  would  calmly  look  at  the 
subject,  and  not  permit  their  feelings  and  their 
prejudices  to  influence  their  judgments,  they  would 
find  that,  from  the  beginning  of  the  controversy  to 
the  present  time,  Texas  had  been  all  right  and 
Mexico  all  "wrong.     This  he  asserted  without  fear 
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of  successful  contradiction.  Texas,  in  common 
with  every  other  department  of  Mexico,  went  into 
the  revolution,  and  established  the  constitution  of 
1824 — a  constitution  similar  to  that  of  our  own — 
and  he  defied  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  to  adduce 
a  single  act  to  show  that  Texas  had  ever  violated 
that  constitution,  or  departed  from  its  provisions. 

Here,  then,  was  a  point  to  start  from.     Texas 
entei-ed   into   the  support  of  that  constitution  in 
good  faith,  and  in  good  faith  every  other  State  of 
Mexico  should  liave  united  to  carry  it  out.     In 
1834,  however,  Santa  Anna,  by  a  military  order, 
and  by  no  other  authority,  subverted  the  Govern- 
ment, turned  out  Gomez  Farias,  and  brought  in 
a  military  Vice  President,  and  lie  sent  his  myr- 
midons into  every  part  of  Texas,  to  compel  the 
people  of  that  State  to  submit  to  his  authority. 
Texas  resisted,  and  he  would  ask  his  friends  on 
the  other  side   of  the  House,   if  there  was  one 
amongst  them  so  craven  that  he  would  not  have 
resisted  as  Texas  did?     Texas,  he  repeated,  re- 
sisted: with  less  than  thirty  thousand  people  she 
stood  up  against  a  nation  of  eight  millions  in  de- 
fending her  lights.     And  who  were  the  Texans 
who  had    been   denounced    in    such    opprobrious 
terms?     Permit  him  to  name  Stephen  S.  Austin, 
whose  name  was  stamped  on  the  cliaracter  of  the 
country — a  man  of  as  high  a  character  as  any  gen- 
tleman in  this  House.     He  was  a  man  of  intel- 
ligence, integrity,  and  great  worth.     He  formerly 
resided  in  Potosi,  in  the  State  of  Missouri;  then 
t  he  emigrated   to  Texas,  under  the  permission  of 
I  tlie  Spanish  Government,  to  found  a  colony  there. 
;  Afterwards  they  found  him  dragged  to  the  city  of 
!  Mexico,  and  there  he  was  incarcerated  in  a  loath- 
[  some  prison,  without  crime  or  fault  on  his  part; 
and  to  the  day  of  his  death  he  never  recovered  from 
the  disease  which  he  there  contracted.     Stephen 
!  S.  Austin,  then,  was   the   head  of  the  colony  of 
j  Texas,  and  he  was  worthy  to  be  placed  at  the  head 
I  of  that  or  of  any  other  country. 

But  to  come  to  the  issue  as  to  the  marching  of 
the  army,  and  the  question  of  title  which  it  involv- 
ed.    Now,  he  defied  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
to  put  their  finger  on  a  better  title  for  iVlexico  than 
Texas  possessed  to  that  territory.     Texas  had  an 
undisputed  title  until  it  was  promulged  here  and 
sounded  from  one  end  to  the  other  of  this  nation — 
commencing  at  the  Capitol  and   repeated   through 
ever)'  Whig  newspaper  in   the  country — that  the 
title  was  in  Mexico.    Yes,  the  title  of  Mexico  was 
a  Whig  discovery,  for  it  had  not  been  previously 
discovered  by  Mexico.     And  now  as  to  the  march 
to  the  Rio  Grande.     He  would   say  to  gentlemen 
opposite,  that  he  would  not  hold  General  Taylor 
responsible  for  his  letter  in  which  he  said,  if  the 
Government  intended  to  insistupon  the  Rio  Grande 
as  an   ultimatum,  they  should  take  a  position  on 
the  ilio   Grande;  and   he   would  give  to  General 
Taylor  all  the  benefit  of  the  qualification  which  it 
was  said  to   possess  in  presenting  an  alternative. 
General  Taylor  evidently  thought  the  true  course 
was  to  march  at  once  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  they 
found  that  he  did  take  the  Rio  Grande.     But  was 
he  instructed  to  take  a  position,  as  he  did,  opposite 
to  Matamoros,  and  to  blockade  the  Rio  Grande? 
On  looking  over  the  papers  in  that  connection,  they 
would  find  no   instructions  to  General  Taylor  to 
point  his  cannon  on  the  city  of  Matamoros.     Yet 
in  doing  these  things  he  blamed  not  General  Tay- 
lor, nor  found  any  fault  with  him.     He  thought 
CTcneral  Taylor  was  right.    He  had  no  doubt  that 
General  Taylor  saw  the  necessity  for  doing  what 
he  did.     And,  again,  they  found  no  instructions 
from  the  Executive  department  to  General  Taylor 
to  cross  the  river  to  Matamoros.    [Mr.  F.  read  an 
extract  from  General  Taylor's  letter  to  the  depart- 
ment of  War  of  the  26th  April,  1846,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  additional  forces  which  he  had  called  for,^ 
and  his  opinion  in  relation   to  the  prosecution  of 
the  war  with  their  assistance,  to  show  that  Gene- 
ral Taylor  endorsed  all  that  had  been  done.     Mr. 
F.  also  quoted  from  General  Taylor's  letter  of  ths 
18th  May  to  Arista,  in  which  he  said  he  could  not 
susp'end 'operation^  ill  which  he  had  not  taken  the 
initiative   nor  provoked   aggression,  and   claimed 
Matamoros  as  a  sine  tjna  non.]   Here, then,  itwould 
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also  be  seen  that  General  Taylor   endorsed  the  i 
whole.     He  found  more  troops  necessary,  and  he 
called  for  iliein,  and  he  refused  to  suspend  hostili-  | 
ties  on  the  application  of  Arista,  for  reasons  which 
he  gave.     If  gentlemen  would  read  the  documents 
with  the  attention  to  which  they  were  entitled,  tliey 
■would  find   that   General  Taylor,  as  soon  as  the 
armistice  was  concluded,  was  instructed  to  retain 
possession  of  Monterey — but  where  was  he  found 
afterwards?    The  movement  to  Saltillo  and  Buena 
Vista  he  was  not  instructed  to  make  by  the  De- 
partment of  War.     But  it  was  said  that  the  Presi- 
dent took  away  his  forces  with  a  view  to  prevent 
his  usefuhicss.     Now,  gentlemen  were  at  fault  in 
that  particular.      If  they  would  read  the   corre- 
sponclence  which  had  been  furnished  to  the  House, 
they  would  find  how  it  was  that  General  Taylor's 
men  were  taken  away.   Mr.  F.  read  General  Scott's 
letter  to  General  Taylor,  announcing  to  him  that 
he  was  about  to   proceed  to  take  command — not 
of  the  army  of  General  Taylor  in  the  north,  but  of 
an  expedition  to  I  he  city  of  Mexico,  for  which 
purpose  he  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  taking 
part  of  his  gallant  soldiers  with  whom  he  had  ac- 
quired so  much  glory,  reducing  General  Taylor 
for  a  time  to  a  defensive  position.     General  Scott 
expres.5ed  his  regret  for  the  necessity  which  com- 
pelled him  to  do  Uiis,  Init  lie  consoled  General  Tay- 
lor by  a  reference  to  the  glory  which  he  had  already 
acquired    and  with  v/hicli  he  could  afford  to  yield 
to  the  inactivity  to  which  he  was  necessarily  sub- 
jected.    In  the  subsequent  unfortunate  controver- 
sies which  had  arisen  among  our  generals,  lie  (Mr. 
F.)  should  not  participate  nor  bestow  upon  them 
any  part  of  his  attention  at  this  time.     They  had 
fought  the  battles  of  their  country,  and   he  was 
proud  of  the  victories  they  had  won.     Those  vic- 
tories were  worth  infinitely  more  than  the  dollars 
and  cents  they  had  cost.     For  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury we  had  been  in  a  state  of  profound  peace,  and 
European   Powers  had  distrusted    our  ability  to 
maintain  our  rights,  but  on   that  point  this  war, 
more  than  anything  else,  would  probably  satisfy 
them.     Those  who  regarded  this  war  as  inexpedi- 
ent, as  bringing  no  advantage  to  this  country,  and 
as  unnecessary  and  unconstitutional,  it  ap|)eared  to 
him  did  not  reflect  truly  on  all  that  relates  to  it. 
They  could  not  shut  their  eyes  to  the  fact  that  since 
18i24  Mexico  has  been  in  a  most  disturbed  condi- 
tion.    Pronunciamento  had  succeeded  pronuncia- 
mento;  one  government  had  been  overthrown  and 
succeeded   by  another,  and   that  country  had  re- 
ceived a  downward  tendency  and  reached  a  point 
at  which  foreign  Governments  began  to  look  anx- 
iously to  the  po.ssibility  of  establishing  a  throne 
in  Mexico.     Spain,  Austria  and  France  were  all 
looking  with  eager  eyes  to  the  period  of  time  v/lien 
a  European  prince  could  ascend  a  throne  in  Mexi- 
co.    Between  France  and  Spain  there  was  an  ad- 
ditional alliance  by  tite  Montpensier  marriage,  and 
their  mutual  intrigues  were  directed  to  the  accom- 
plishment  of  this    object.     Spain  herself,  it  was 
shown,  had  spent  $100,000  of  the  revenues  of  Hav- 
ana in  negotiations  with  Mexico  for  that  purpose. 
In  1846  Mr.  Black,  our  consul  in  Mexico,  gave  to 
his  Government  a  notification  of  these  niovem«nts, 
and  it  was  known  also  that  Santa  Anna  overthrew 
Paredes  in  1«4G  on  the  ground,  which   was  pro- 
claimed through  all  the  Mexican  States,  that  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  monarchy. 

Mr.  J.  P,,.  INGERSOLL  rose  and  recalled  the 
attention  of  the  gentleman  of  Illinois  to  his  remarks 
on  the  reduction  of  General  Taylor's  forces  by 
General  Scott,  and  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  had  adverted  to  the  order  under  which  Gen- 
eral Scott  acted  in  making  that  requisition  on  Gen- 
eral Taylor. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  said  he  had  read  General  Scott's 
letter  to  General  Taylor,  and  also  the  instructions 
of  the  Government  to  General  Scott,  from  which 
he  learned  that  tlie  first  plan  was  to  go  to  Tam- 
pico,  and  General  Patterson,  it  would  be  recollect- 
ed, commenced  his  march  on  tliat  expedition.  It 
would  al.Mo  be  found  that  General  Scott  wrote  to 
General  Taylor  ihc  letter  in  which  he  said  he  had 
made  application  to  the  department  for  the  com- 
mand to  Mexico. 

Mr.  J.  R.  liN'GICRSOLL  said,  if  the  gentleman 
would  look  at  the  documents,  he  wf)ulci  find  that 
General  Scott  was  acting  under  instructions  of  tlie 
Government. 

Mr.  FIGKLIN  said  the  expedition  was  directed 
by  the  Government,  but  the  mode  in  which  it 
ahould   be  carried  out  was  left  lo  General  Scott. 


Flowever,  for  what  had  been  done  by  our  generals 
he  had  no  disposition  to  blame  them.  What  he 
desired  was,  to  repel  the  attempts  which  had  been 
made  on  the  other  side  of  the  House — in  this  he 
did  not  include  tire  gentleman  from  Peimsylvania, 
[Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll,]  for  he  would  not  attribute 
to  him  such  a  purpose — to  make  political  capital 
out  of  the  supposed  hostility  of  the  President  and 
the  War  Department  to  General  Taylor. 

He  had  before  said,  and  he  would  repeat  it,  that 
this  war  with  Mexico  was  a  necessary  war,  and 
it  was  not  waged  for  the  acquisition  of  territory ;  but 
if  we  do  acquire  territory  by  it,  he  differed  in  toto 
from  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Smith,] 
who  said  that  this  acquisition  would  be  of  no  value 
to  this  country.  He  thought  it  would  be  of  uti- 
mense  value  to  us;  and  if  we  only  get  jurisdiction, 
it  was  pretty  much  all  that  we  do  want.  We  want 
a  harbor  on  the  Pacific;  but,  for  one,  he  would  not 
have  gone  to  war  with  Mexico  for  her  territory. 
But  ife  did  not  put  it  on  that  ground.  He  put  it 
as  between  Mexico  and  Texas,  and  he  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  Mexico  was  in  the  wrong.  Texas 
had  as  much  right  to  be  annexed  to  this  country 
and  to  enjoy  all  our  privileges  as  to  Mexico,  and 
more  too,  for  Texas  had  a  more  permanent  gov- 
ernment; and,  having  the  right  to  be  annexed  to 
this  Government,  and  the  annexation  having  been 
consummated,  we  could  not  escape  from  this  war 
but  with  disgrace.  After  the  resolutions  of  annex- 
ation were  adopted,  they  found  Almonte,  who  had 
previously  said  its  adoption  would  be  cause  ofv/ar, 
asking  for  his  passports  and  leaving  the  country. 
They  found  Garcia  Conde,  Minister  of  War  in 
Me.Kico,  giving  orders  to  muster  troops  into  their 
service  and  to  prepare  for  war.  They  found,  also, 
that  Paredes  instructed  his  generals  on  the  Rio 
Grande  to  take  the  initiative  in  this  matter  before 
the  war  had  actually  commenced.  They  found, 
also,  that  on  the  Little  Colorado  General  Taylor 
was  met  by  the  enemy,  and  that  our  citizens  were 
there  butchered.  The  committee  could  not  have 
forgotten  the  murder  of  Colonel  Cross,  and  others 
of  a  like  character.  Now,  with  all  these  facts  and 
circumstances,  he  asked  how  this  Government 
could  have  taken  any  other  course.'  It  has  taken 
the  only  course  left  to  it,  and  it  was  fortunate  that 
it  had  a  general  who  was  willing  to  assuine  the 
position  that  he  could  not  suspend  hostilities,  in 
which  he  had  not  taken  the  initiative,  and  who 
made  the  possession  of  Matamoros  a  sine  qua  non. 
In  this  General  Taylor  spoke  the  sentiments  of  the 
American  people.  Gentlemen  here  talked  about 
this  question  being  settled,  and  about  the  people 
sending  up  to  have  a  treaty  ratified,  and  that  the 
war  was  unpopular.  Now,  he  had  seen  no  evi- 
dence of  the  unpopularity  of  the  war  except  among 
party  politicians.  With  tlie  people  it  was  a  popu- 
lar war.  With  all  those  whose  hearts  were  in  the 
right  place  it  was  a  popular  war,  and  it  would  be 
sustained. 

Ev.ery  war  in  which  this  country  had  been  en- 
gaged had  been  unpopular  with  some.  The  war 
of  the  Revolution  was  unpopular  with  the  Tories; 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  was  unpopular 
v/ith  the  blue-light  Federalists;  the  warwitii  Mex- 
ico also  was  unpopular  with  a  portion  of  the  com- 
munity; but  with  the  great  body  of  the  people  it 
was  popular,  and  would  remain  so.  The  gentle- 
man from  Indiana,  [Mr.  R.  W.  Thompson,]  to 
whose  very  eloquent  speech  he  listened  with  great 
pleasure,  had  introduced  into  this  discussion  the 
subject  of  the  Presidential  election,  and  he  seemed 
I  to  intimate  that  they  were  going  to  sweep  every- 
}  thing  away  before  them  in  the  coming  contest.  But 
let  him  not  lay  the  flattering  auction  to  his  soul 
that  he  was  going  to  elect  a  candidate  to  the  Pres- 
idency by  opposition  to  the  war,  or  by  taking  the 
position  that  this  was  a  "no-party"  era.  They 
had  had  one  elected  on  the  "no-party"  issue, 
whose  ju-inciples  after  election  they  were  afraid  to 
tell  to  the  country.  The  result  of  that  election  had 
settled  the  public  mind,  and  never,  while  the  pres- 
ent generation  lived,  would  it  be  repeated. 

The  people  of  this  country  did  not  mean  again 
to  be  Tijlerized.  A  friend  of  his,  a  little  while  ago, 
gave  him  a  little  historical  incident  which  might 
serve  to  illustrate  this  "  no-party"  matter.  When 
James  the  First  ascended  the  throne  of  England, 
two  friends  in  conversation  made  him  the  subject 
of  their  discourse.  One  inquired,  what  sort  of  a 
man  this  James  the  First  was  ?  and  the  reply  was 
an  illustration  in  which  he  was  compared  to  a  mon- 
key.    "  If  I  hold  him,  "said  thegemlemun,  "  lean 


make  him  bite  you;  and  if  you  hold  him,  you  can 
make  him  bite  me."  And  so  it  was  with  Tyler. 
While  you  held  him,  he  was  made  to  bite  us;  but 
when  we  held  him,  he  was  made  to  bite  you. 
[Laughter.]  Whenevera  candidate  should  be  again 
brought  before  the  people  of  this  country  who 
would  not  declare  his  principles,  they  might  rest 
assured  such  a  course  would  fail.  His  principles 
must  be  inscribed  on  his  banner,  that  those  who 
run  may  read. 

Mr.  LEVIN  said  :  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  been 
so  often  misrepresented  by  the  paid  agents  of  the 
Jesuits  who  hang  around  this  Hall,  and  who  swarm 
over  our  land,  that  I  have  come  prepared  to-day. 
I  was  surprised  to  find  in  the  bill  now  before  the 
committee  an  appropriation  for  a  cbargeship  to 
Rome,  and  still  more  surprised  when  my  friend, 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Alabama,  informed 
me  that  he  intended  to  move  an  amendment,  sub- 
stituting in  its  stead  a  minister  plenipotentiary. 
An  embassy  to  Rome  I  had  supposed  to  be  the  pet 
measure  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Sympathy  with  Pope  Pius  IX.  appears  to  be  the 
hobby-horse  of  political  leaders.  O'Connell,  the 
Irish  reformer,  is  dead.  The  curtain  has  fallen 
upon  that  last  act  of  the  national  farce,  and  now  the 
Pope,  an  Italian  reformer,  steps  upon  the  stage  to 
conclude  what  O'Connell  left  unfinished.  The 
hurrah  has  gone  through  the  country;  public  meet- 
ings have  been  held;  sympathy  for  the  Pope  has 
grown  almost  into  a  fashion:  yet,  sir,  in  no  legiti- 
mate sense  can  this  embassy  to  Rome  be  called  a 
national  measure,  intended  for  the  public  benefit. 
We  have  no  commerce  to  protect  in  the  Roman 
States;  we  have  no  seamen  whose  rights  may  need 
even  the  supervision  of  a  Government  agent  or 
consul;  we  have  no  navy  riding  in  her  only  harbor; 
we  have  no  interests  that  may  be  exposed  to  jeop- 
ardy for  v/ant  of  an  ambassador. 

The  Papal  flag  has  never  been  known  to  wave 
in  an  American  port.  No  American  vessel  has 
received  the  visit  of  a  Pope.  Dwelling  under  the 
shadow  of  the  ruins  of  antiquity,  we  have  never 
been  disturbed  but  by  the  bulls  of  Pope  Gregory 
and  the  intrigues  of  his  Jesuits.  What,  then,  has 
produced  this  sudden  revolution  in  the  concerns  of 
the  two  countries?  We  are  told  that  Pius  IX.  is 
a  reformer.  Indeed !  In  what  sense  is  he  a  re- 
former? Has  he  divested  himself  of  any  of  his 
absolute  prerogatives?  Has  he  cast  off  his  claims 
to  infallibility?  Has  he  flung  aside  his  triple 
crown?  Has  he  diminished  aught  from  the  impe- 
rial elevation  of  the  tiara?  And  does  he  no  longer 
hold  in  bondage  the  bodies  and  souls  of  his  sub- 
jects? Has  he  become  a  republican?  Does  he 
acknowledge  the  inherent  equality  of  mankind? 
Has  he  abolished  tithes?  Has  he  emancipated  his 
people?  Has  he  suppressed  the  Jesuits?  Far 
from  it.  Nothing  of  this  has  been  done.  He 
maintains  his  own  prerogatives  as  absolute  as 
Gregory  XIX.  or  any  of  his  illustrious  predeces- 
sors. In  what,  then,  does  the  world  give  him  credit 
for  being  a  reformer?  For  building  up  on  a  new 
and  firmer  foundation  his  own  secular  power;  for 
permitting  a  press  to  be  established  in  Rome  un- 
der his  own  supervision  and  control;  for  carrying 
out  measures  not  to  be  censured,  but  certainly 
giving  him  no  pretensions  beyond  that  of  a  selfish 
sagacity,  intent  on  the  study  of  all  means  calculated 
to  add  stability  to  his  spiritual  power  and  firmness 
to  his  temporal  throne.  But  a  sagacious  monarch 
docs  not  constitute  a  liberal  reformer,  even  though 
he  may  correct  many  abuses  that  disgraced  his  pre- 
decessors, who,  by  their  bigotry  and  intolerance, 
had  reduced  the  once  boasted  power  of  the  Papal  See 
to  a  mere  cipher.  As  a  free  and  civilized  Govern- 
ment, an.xious  for  tiio  continued  progress  of  the 
popular  mind,  we  had  infinitely  more  reason  for 
applauding  Gregory  XIX.  for  pulling  down  the 
power  of  the  Roman  See  than  sending  an  embassy 
to  Pius  IX.  for  having  revived  the  drooping  giant, 
and  imparted  fresh  energy  to  the  most  despotic 
power  the  world  has  ever  seen  or  ever  felt.  Why 
was  no  ambassador  sent  to  Gregory?  Why  is  an 
ambassador  sent  to  Pius?  Not  because  the  inter- 
ests of  this  country  require  it.  And  who  believes 
it  is  because  of  the  lauded  liberality  of  one  who 
.seems  ambitious  of  the  renown  of  a  man  of  the 
age?  Who  believes  it  is  because  Pius  encourages 
railways,  for  what  are  Roman  railways  to  us?  VVe 
have  a  more  rational  though  less  pleasing  solution 
of  this  wonderful  and  newly-awakened  sympathy 
for  Rome  in  the  increase  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
vote,  caused  by  the  Irish  famine  and  the  difBculty 
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of  living  in  tlie  German  States,  which  sends  among 
us  such  countless  legions  of  foreigners. 

And  what  must  be  the  occupation  of  the  Ameri- 
can ambassador  when  he  reaches  Rome?  Will  he 
devote  his  attention  to  the  increase  of  this  supply 
of  alien  voters,  or  to  the  interests  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Cabinets  of  continental  Europe?  Flav- 
ing  no  commercial  or  political  duties  to  perform, 
^ave  those  connected  with  the  American  ballot- 
box,  he  must  keep  up  the  supply  of  voters,  who 
are  to  be  judiciously  located  by  the  legate  of  the 
Pope.  And  who  so  capable  of  this  great  diplo- 
matic duty  as  the  man  who  has  so  industriously 
agitated  this  sympathy  for  Rome,  to  gratify  his 
inordinate  and  gigantic  ambition;  who,  for  years 
past,  has  been  the  dictator,  the  trader,  and  the  pan- 
der of  the  foreign  Roman  Catholic  vote;  who  one 
min,ute  acts  the  priest,  and  the  next  day  plays  tlie 
politician:  who  would  have  the  world  to  believe  that 
he  is  greater  than  the  President  ofthe  United  States 
because  he  is  tlie  power  behind  the  throne  who 
moves  the  President;  who  would  have  the  world  be- 
lieve that,  because  he  flatters  the  American  ]5eople 
by  a  sermon  from  the  national  forum,  he  is  the 
mainspring  of  the  American  Congress?  Combining 
the  character  of  priest  and  politician,  allowed  to  the 
ministers  of  no  other  sect,  this  ambitious  dema- 
gogue, taking  for  his  motto  that  "  impudence  is 
power,"  has  dared  to  display  an  extent  of  auda- 
city never  practised  and  never  allowed  to  any  other 
clergyman.  This  embassy,  and  all  the  public  tur- 
moil that  has  led  to  its  suggestion,  is  the  work  of 
an  intriguing,  restless,  grasping,  and  ambitious 
priest,  who  fans  in  his  bosom  the  nefarious  hope 
that  he  is  himself  to  be  the  destined  organ  between 
a  free  republic  and  an  absolute  hierarr.h. 

Is  it  not  enough  that  he  should  draw  us  into  the 
vortex  of  European  tyranny,  superstition,  and  cor- 
ruption, but  must  he  also  dream  of  the  vast  honor 
of  consummating  in  his  own  person  this  revolting 
alliance  between  the  crimes  of  hoary  guilt  and  the 
purity  of  youthful  innocence?  For  what,  after  all, 
has  this  popular  Pope  done  but  oiled  the  chains  of 
his  people  that  they  might  never  have  power  to 
break  them  asunder?  What  are  all  his  reforms 
but  gilded  thraldom,  and  slavery  made  eternal  by 
modern  rivets  forged  in  the  fire  of  that  "  progress" 
which  serves  equally  to  gloss  the  schemes  of  ty- 
rants and  the  projects  of  imbecility;  which  can  be 
used  with  as  much  plausibility  by  the  arch-tyrant, 
who  understands  how  to  enslave  men  through  their 
passions  and  imaginations,  as  the  poli|ical  empiric 
who  disguises  his  own  ignorance  by  prating  of  the 
march  of  mind;  whose  tongue  discourses  of  bene- 
volence while  his  iron  hand  is  armed  with  the  pow- 
er of  oppression? 

I  ask  has  Pius  IX.  abolished  tithes  ?  tias  he 
granted  universal  suffrage,  or  any  suffrage,  to  his 
Papal  subjects?  Has  he  established  a  representa- 
tive government  ?  Has  he  introduced  trial  by  jury? 
Has  he  granted  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus?  Has 
he  abolished  the  college  of  cardinals?  Has  he  es- 
tablished common  schools  ?  Has  he  struck  down 
the  power  of  the  confessional  ?  Has  he  repealed 
the  demoralizing  edict  of  celibacy  ?  Has  he  thrown 
open  the  gates  of  the  monastery,  or  unbarred  the 
iron  bolts  of  the  convent?  Has  he  separated  church 
power  from  state  authority?  Plas  he  abolished 
that  pest-house  of  intrigue  and  pernicious  propa- 
gandism,  the  Society  of  the  Jesuits  ?  He  has  done 
none  of  these  tilings.  Then,  what  has  he  done  to 
entitle  him  to  the  sympathy  of  the  people  and  the 
homage  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States' 
Nothing. 

He  has  made  no  fundamental  alteration  in  the 
papal  system.  The  edifice  remains  entire;  it  is 
supported  by  the  same  Gothic  colums  of  medieval 
ignorance  and  superstition.  He  may  polish  an 
architrave— he  may  repair  a  broken  ste[)  leading 
to  the  vestibule,  or  suspend  a  new  wreath  around 
the  altar,  or  add  an  ivory  crucifix,  or  even  lay  a 
railway  into  the  capital  of  the  Cajsars— but  the 
palace  system  remains  entire,  unaltered,  unim- 
proved— the  same  stern  tyranny,  the  same  inflex- 
ible compound  of  earthly  and  celestial  despotism. 
Yet  the  man  who  is  Pope  is  not  a  Cssar  Borgia. 
Pius  is  not  as  a  man  so  narrow  and  contracted  as 
Gregory.  Pius  understands  human  nature,  and 
knows  how  to  render  the  papal  system  popular  by 
wreathing  chains  with  rose  blossoms.  Perhaps  the 
elements  mix  more  gently  in  his  bosom.  But  all 
this  does  not  make  the  papal  system  less  odioius. 

It  was  said  of  Augustus,  the  first  Roman  Empe- 
ror, that  he   mad«  tyranny  so  beautiful  by  his 


amiable  character,  as  to  destroy  in  the  Roman 
people  the  love  of  liberty.  Pius  is  now  doing  more 
than  Augustus,  for  he  is  reconciling  the  world  to 
the  concentrated  despotism  of  the  most  iron-handed 
hierarchy  that  ever  flourished. 

If  Rome  will  not  come  to  America,  America  must 
go  to  Rome !  This  is  the  new  doctrine  of  an  a>e 
of  retrogressive  progress.  If  the  Pope  will  not  es- 
tablish a  republic  for  his  Italian  subjects,  we,  the 
American  people,  must  renounce  all  the  ties  of  our 
glorious  freedom,  and  endorse  the  jiapal  system  as 
the  perfection  of  human  wisdom,  by  sending  an 
ambassador  to  Rome  to  congratulate  "  His  Holi- 
ness" on  having  made — what?  The  Roman  peo- 
ple free  ?  Oh  !  no;  but  on  having  made  tyranny 
amiable;  in  having  sugared  the  poisoned  cake. 
And  for  this,  the  highest  crime  against  freedom, 
we  are  to  commission  an  ambassador  to  Rome ! 
Is  there  an  American  heart  that  does  not  recoil  from 
the  utter  degradation  of  the  scheme? 

When  nations  prgfess  to  assimilate  on  prin- 
ciples of  amity,  and  to  draw  closer  the  ties  of  good 
will,  it  is  on  the  ground  of  a  common  cause — 
equally  dear  to  both — either  of  freedom  or  of  abso- 
lute power.  If  Rome  were  a  republic,  the  propo- 
sal to  send  an  ambassador  to  preserve  principles 
common  to  both  Governments,  and  equally  dear 
to  the  people  of  both  countries,  would  rest  on  a 
different  foundation.  In  that  case  we  should  have 
congenial  interests  to  preserve;  in  that  case  we 
should  be  cooperating  in  the  common  cause  of 
human  rights.  But  now  we  exhibit  to  the  world 
the  spectacle  of  a  pure  antagonism  in  our  system 
of  government  to  that  of  Rome.  Two  systems 
more  opposite  could  not  exist.  When  liberty 
makes  concessions  to  tyranny,  which  party  gains 
by  it?  Not  freedom — not  the  cause  of  human 
rights.  Despotism  thrives  by  it.  We  lend  en- 
couragement to  a  system  of  government  at  open 
war  with  the  happiness  of  mankind.  We  become 
the  patrons  of  an  absolute  monarch.  We  tell  him 
to  "  scourge  on,  scourge  on." 

We  are  about  to  act  in  a  crisis  of  Papal  history 
pregnant  with  the  most  eventful  consequences  to 
the  world.  It  is  not  a  common  occasion.  No  or- 
dinary impulse  moves  the  great  machinery  of  [)apal 
power,  whose  wheels  are  oiled  by  the  adulation  of 
Jesuit  priests  on  the  one  hand  and  demagogues  on 
the  other.  Not  only  is  Rome  coming  into  a  new 
epoch,  but  the  United  States  is  also  beginning  a 
new  era.  Why  we  have  never  before  had  an  am- 
bassador at  Rome,  is  answered  by  the  prompt 
reply  that  Rome  never  before  had  a  Pius  IX.  on 
the  papal  throne!  We  have  nothing,  then,  to  jus- 
tify this  projected  innovation  but  the  modern  char- 
acter of  the  new  Pope.  Embassies  once  opened 
are  never  closed.  We  cannot  compliment  Pius 
by  an  embassy,  therefore,  for  even  after  his  death 
it  must  be  continued.  We  compliment  the  papal 
system  of  government  by  sending  an  ambassador, 
having  no  commercial  interests  to  settle  or  political 
relations  to  adjust.  Nor  is  it  possible  to  compli- 
ment Pius  without  complimenting  his  system  of 
government,  for  he  has  as  a  liberal  reformer  made 
no  fundamental  alterations  in  it.  We  are  there- 
fore to  compliment  him  on  his  modified  manner  of 
administering  a  system  radically  at  war  with  the 
rights  of  man;  pernicious  in  itself,  and  dangerous 
in  every  form  it  may  assume,  and  under  every 
modification  that  individual  genius  may  venture  to 
adopt  as  a  covering  to  its  deformity. 

We  have  sympathized  with  the  independence 
of  Greece,  of  South  America,  and  of  Mexico, 
when,  casting  off  the  yoke  of  kings,  they  estab- 
lished their  claims  to  self-government.  But  how 
did  we  sympathize?  Not  by  sending  an  ambas- 
sador, but  by  passing  resolutions  in  Congress 
applauding  the  act  of  emancipation.  Here  were 
cases  in  which  nations  achieved  their  freedom,  and 
yet  we  sent  no  ambassadors.  If  Pius  has  emanci- 
pated the  Roman  people,  bring  forward  your  reso- 
lutions, and  then  we  may  have  an  opportunity  to 
inquire  how  far  the  extent  of  his  reforms  will 
justify  even  that  manifestation  of  our  national  ap- 
plause. The  innovation  nov/  proposed  is  against 
all  precedent,  is  frowned  down  by  all  principle,  is 
denounced  by  facts,  and  rendered  ridiculous  by  its 
extravagance.  It  would  indeed  be  a  farce  but  for 
the  tragic  character  of  its  consequences;  and  these 
entitle  it  to  our  unmitigated  abhorrence. 

Pass  this  bill,  and  you  insult  the  majesty  of  the 
people  by  the  desecration  of  their  Constitution,  by 
the  violence  done  to  tlie  genius  of  our  Government, 
by  th«  outrage  on  free  principles  involved  in  the 


proposition  to  recognize  Papal  Rome,  an  infallible 
Church  Power,  as  the  head  of  the  State. 

When  we  talk  of  the  genius  of  republican  gov- 
ernment, and  allude  to  the  spirit  of  free  institutions, 
said  to  be  so  mortally  wounded  by  the  Mexican 
war,  let  us  remember  the  wrong  done  to  the  spirit 
of  freedom  by  this  scheme  of  an  ambassador  to 
the  Pope,  whose  spiritual  character  is  the  absorb- 
ing one  of  his  throne,  and  who,  if  he  is  no  Pope, 
is  no  sovereign — he  holding  his  right  to  rule  his 
subjects  from  a  divine,  not  a  human  source.  In 
all  other  monarchies  the  right  divine  is  abolished. 
In  Rome,  it  is  the  essence  of  secular  as  well  as 
ecclesiastical  power.  And  hence  it  is  that  no  Pope 
can  be  a  reformer,  in  the  true  sense  of  that  term. 
He  cannot  give  the  people  the  rights  they  are  enti- 
tled to,  because  from  that  moment  he  would  cease 
to  be  Pope,  and  the  people,  ceasing  to  be  slaves, 
would  become  sovereign.  Pius  never  can  do  what 
would  entitle  him  to  American  approbation.  No 
Pope  can  ever  be  worthy  of  an  ambassador  from 
this  Republic  on  grounds  such  as  we  now  hear 
maintained. 

"Would  you  liavc  a  serpent  sting  you  twice.'" 
We  have  had  experience  of  the  evils  of  monarchy 
in  its  best  form,  and  shall  we  risk  the  perils  of  its 
deadly  venom  in  the  worst?  VVhen  did  the  Church 
of  Rome,  or  the  Pope,  ever  receive  homage  that  it 
did  not  exact  fealty  ?  When  did  it  ever  pause  in  its 
giant  march  afier  universal  dominion  ?  When  did  it 
ever  sleep  if  power  was  to  be  gained  by  waking? 
When  did  it  ever  fascinate  without  the  intention  to 
destroy? 

The  flood  of  immigration  is  sweeping  its  millions 
of  foreign  Roman  Catholic  voters  over  the  land. 
The  past  is  gloomy  enough;  the  present  awfully 
portentous;  but  the  future  is  black  "  with  shadows, 
clouds,  and  darkness."  This  country  seems  des- 
tined to  be  the  grand  theatre  of  Roman  Catholic 
power — not  American  papistry,  but  the  papistry 
of  Rome— of  the  Old  World — of  Austria  and  of 
the  Pope.  Shall  we  grow  wise  in  time,  or  shall 
we  surrender  up  our  rights  without  resistance? 
Shall  we  make  a  stand  now,  on  a  Government 
proposition  to  unite  this  free  Republic  with  abso- 
lute Rome,  or  shall  we  surrender  in  anticipation 
of  the  day  of  trial,  and  ask  the  Pope,  in  despair, 
to  fetter  our  hands  before  we  strike  a  blow? 

Sir,  if  it  be  written  in  the  black  book  of  fate  that 
this  great  Republic  is  yet  to  become  a  dependancy 
of  the  Court  of  Rome,  let  us  not  hasten  our  infamy 
by  any  premature  weakness,  by  any  act  that  shall 
expedite  our  dowiifall  or  accelerate  our  bondage. 
We  are  now  asked  to  become  voluntary  agents  in 
enthralling  ourselves;  we  are  implored  to  send  an 
ambassador  to  Rome — to  have  our  manacles  forged 
in  the  furnaces  of  the  imperial  city,  under  the 
special  care  of  the  Holy  Father,  who  acknowledges 
no  human  authority  in  matters  of  government,  but 
who  pleads  a  divine  right  to  bow  down  the  neck 
of  man  in  the  dust,  and  yoke  him  to  the  iron  car 
of  absolute  power. 

Do  Americans  who  think  favorably  of  this  meas- 
ure as  a  stroke  of  policy  to  conciliate  the  foreign 
Catholic  vote,  calculate  that  it  must  cost  the  honor, 
if  not  the  freedom,  of  our  country,  when  theypro- 
pose  that  we  shall  despatch  a  political  ambassador 
to  a  prince  who  maintains  that  all  power  emanates 
from  a  Divine  source,  and  that  the  people  possess 
in  themselves  no  inherent  rights?  Has  it  been 
ascertained  even  that  the  Pontiff  will  receive  an 
ambassador  from  a  country  not  only  branded  with 
heresy,  but  outlawed  as  Democratic  from  the  pale 
of  legitimate  government?  The  practice  of  the 
Papal  Court  has  always  been  adverse  to  receiving 
missions  from  Powers  that  did  not  in  some  form 
acknowledge  her  supremacy.  Even  England  has 
for  ages  maintained  no  diplomatic  relations  with 
Rome,  owing  to  her  Protestant  contumacy.  Are 
we  to  bend  the  knee  first,  and  then  to  acknowledge 
the  Pojie  as  the  source  of  all  power?  Must  we 
prove  recreant  to  oui'  glorious  Declaration  of  Inde- 
[lendence?  Must  we  renour.ce  popular  rights  ?  On 
what  terms  is  our  ambassador  to  go  ?  Docs  the 
proposition  come  from  the  Pope,  or  originate  with 
our  own  Cabinet?  These  are  important  questions 
to  answer.  Flas  his  Holiness  turned  Democrat, 
and  fallen  in  love  with  our  free  institutions?  Tliis 
is  not  probable;  for  if  he  cannot  tolerate  the  idea 
of  a  Protestant  hierarchy  like  England,  he  will  not 
assuredly  be  able  to  look  with  complacency  upon 
a  people' who  maintain  the  radical  equality  of  the 
human  race  ns  we  do. 

If  the  nppointnunt  were  a  uiero  mercantile  ar- 
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rangement  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  trade  and  com- 
merce, it  would  wear  a  color  more  rational — even 
although  the  Pope  is  not  bound  to  keep  faith 
WITH  HERETICS  !  But,alas!  the  Pontine  Marshes 
are  the  boundaries  of  the  trade  and  commerce  of 
the  Roman  Pontifl".  He  has  no  trade,  no  com- 
merce, no  exchanges  of  value  to  olTer  for  our  cot- 
ton, our  tobacco,  our  rice,  our  flour,  or  our  hemp. 
It  becomes,  then,  a  pure  political  embassy;  yet, 
having  no  political  relations  with  Rome,  it  becomes 
reduced  to  a  mere  nullity,  an  empty  form,  an  un- 
meaning pageant,  a  ridiculous  display,  wicked  in 
its  conce|ition,  disgraceful  in  its  tendency,  and 
prodigal  in  its  expenditure.  Is  this  a  time  to  play 
with  expensive  baubles,  while  wc  are  borrowing 
millions  upon  millions  to  prosecute  the  war  .'  Must 
wc  add  to  the  burdens  of  our  national  debt  by  tax- 
ing tea  and  colFee,  in  order  that  we  may  send  an 
ambassador  to  the  Roman  Pontifl',  to  acquire  the 
vices  or  familiarize  himself  with  the  frivolities  of 
European  courts? 

How  stands  this  boasted  Italian  refornur  as  a 
constitutional  monarch  ?  Is  he  willing  to  part  with 
any  of  his  boasted  prei'Ogatives  as  an  (ib^olute  king? 
Listen  to  his  own  declaration,  sjioken  at  the  last 
opening  of  his  Council  of  State,  and  mark  the  holy 
indii;nation  with  which  he  repels  the  slightest  im- 
putation or  suspicion  of  his  despotic  chai-acter! 
And  yet  we,  the  American  people,  propose  to  send 
a  def)utation,  an  embassy,  to  this  confirmed  despot! 
These  are  his  words: 

"I  thank  yoii  for  your  good  intentions;  and,  as  regards 
tlie  |iiil)lie  welfare,  I  estetin  tlieni  of  value.  It  was  for  tlic 
piil)lic  i;<i(id  that,  since  my  elevation  to  the  Pontifical  llirone, 
I  havi',  ill  accordance  with  tlie  counsels  inspired  hy  God, 
accomplished  all  that  I  could  ;  and  I  am  still  ri'ady,  with  the 
a,ssistaiice  of  God.  to  do  all  for  the  future,  without,  however, 
retreiichinn  in  anydegree  th:^  soverei^-nty  of  the  Pontificate; 
and,  inasmuch  as  I  received  it  full  and  entire  from  my  pre- 
decessors, so  shall  I  transmit  this  sacred  deposit  to  my  suc- 
cessors. I  have  three  millions  of  subjects  as  witnesses, 
and  I  have  hitherto  accomplished  much  to  unite  my  sub- 
jects with  me,  and  to  ascertain  and  provide  tor  their  neces- 
sities. It  was  particularly  to  asci^rtain  those  wants,  and  to 
provide  better  for  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service,  that 
I  liavo  assembled  a  permanent  council.  It  was  to  hear  your 
opinion  when  necessary,  and  to  aid  me  in  my  sovereign  res- 
olutions, in  which  I  shall  consult  my  conscience,  and  confer 
on  them  with  the  Ministers  and  the  Sacred  College.  Any- 
body who  would  talce  any  other  view  of  the  functions  you 
are  called  to  fulfill  would  mistake  materially,  as  well  as  he 
that  would  see  in  the  Council  of  State  I  have  created  the  re- 
alization of  iheirown  Utopias,  and  the  germ  of  an  institution 
incoin[)alible  witli  the  Pontifical  sovereignty." 

Now,  what  are  the  facts?  The  United  States 
can  only  regard  Pius,  in  his  temporal  and  political 
character,  a.?  a  sovereign,  the  nionarch  of  Rome. 
And  we  find  that  sovereign  so  jealous  of  his  ab- 
solute pt)wer  as  to  denounce  by  anticipation  any 
possible  surmise  of  his  intention  to  part  with  or 
relax  in  favor  of  popular  freedom  any  the  slijlitesl 
.portion  of  his  absolute  prerogatives.  He  will  not 
retrench  one  iota  of  that  power  which  he  has  re- 
ceived full  and  entire  tVom  his  predecessors,  and 
which  he  will  transmit  as  a  sacred  deposit  to  his 
successors.  And  what  is  this  deposit?  Such  is 
the  language  of  the  reformer,  for  whom  a  faction 
in  the  United  States  would  express  sympathy,  and 
with  whom  they  are  willing  to  fraternize! 

True,  we  send  a  minister  to  Russia,  an  absolute 
monarchy;  but  our  commercial  relations  with  Rus- 
sia justify  it.  But  in  the  case  of  Pins  wc  propose 
to  send  a  sympathizing  emijassy,  a  special  political 
agent,  to  uphold  his  political  character  and  encour- 
age him  ill  his  efforts  to  overthrow  American  in- 
stitutions. 

Sir,  I  wage  no  war  against  any  religious  0])inions 
of  foreigners  or  Americans,  nor  do  I  conceive  Jesuit 
influence  to  have  any  connection  with  religion. 
Roman  Catholic  countries  have  in  succession  de- 
nounced, expelled,  or  proscribed  the  Jesuits,  as  the 
most  formidable  enemies  of  government;  several 
Popes  have  fulminated  their  bulls  against  them. 
It  IS  too  trite  a  part  of  history  to  detail,  for  all 
know  thaLit  was  Pope  Clement  XLV.  who  promul- 
gated the  memorable  edict  for  their  suppression, 
as  a  pernicious  order,  v.hose  ambition  was  incom- 
patible with  the  government  of  empires  and  the 
purity  of  Tlie  Roman  Catholic  religion!  Their 
colleges  were  suppressed,  and  their  revenues  con- 
fiscated by  Roman  Catholic  prelates,  po|)e.s,  and 
kings.  The  in.'stilntion  of  Ignatius  Loynla  was 
made  to  immortalize  the  ambition  of  bad  men.  It 
laughed  with  derision  at  the  power  of  states  to  ex- 
tinguish it;  it  still  flourishes  more  formidable  than 
ever  throughout  Europe,  unseen  in  its  jfiant  power, 
but  more  powerful  than  kings.  Following  in  the 
path  of  their  victims,  they  comn  in  drovpsi  to  the 


I  United  States,  and  are  now  spread  through  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  With  smiling  and 
I  meek  exterior,  their  purposes  are  all  usifal.  They 
'  wear  no  terrific  front;  they  carry  no  weapon  to 
I  destroy  life;  but  bear  the  sceptre  of  knowledge  in 
their  hands,  and  under  the  banner  of  "  education" 
j  they  instil  the  insidious  doctrines  that  invest  them 
with  almost  omnipotent  power  over  the  minds  of 
their  disciples.  Power  over  the  human  icill  is  the 
object  of  the  Jesuit,  and  the  aim  of  that  power  is 
to  rule  man  by  enslaving  him.  A  community  un- 
der the  influence  of  Jesuits  must  be  a  community 
of  slaves.  Implicit  obedience  to  the  behests  of  a 
despot  is  the  first  law  of  the  order;  and  will  you 
give  fresh  vigor  to  that  order  bjf  courting  a  legate 
of  the  Pope,  to  be  stationed  in  this  city  for  the 
purpose  of  centralizing  its  influence?  Sir,  foreign 
colonies  planted  ainong  us,  under  the  influence  of 
such  a  central  power,  cannot  iltil  to  work  out  their 
designs,  even  to  the  overthrow  of  our  free  institu- 
tions. 

I  tell  you,  and  I  tell  the  nsftion,  (for  there  is  yet 
tirne  to  save  it,)  that  the  propagandists  of  Europe 
are  colonizing  this  country;  that  the  foreign  popu- 
lation is  being  dexterously  located,  not  only  with 
the  view  to  the  holding  of  the  balance  of  power  in 
certain  States,  but  with  reference  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  new  ones,  under  the  peculiar  influence  of 
the  Jesuits,  who  will  spread  their  ample  wings 
over  them,  go  where  they  may.  The  Jesuit  is  not 
confined  to  the  country.  He  is  athome  everywhere. 
His  web  is  thrown  overall.  His  power  benumbs 
the  soul  and  fetters  the  body.  His  victim  is  con- 
trolled, and  rnoves,  and  acts,  at  the  will  of  his 
master,  and  it  is  this  master  whom  you  propose  to 
serve  by  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Sir,  a  Jesuit  college  or  seminary  is  now  a  familiar 
thing,  to  be  seen  in  all  places,  and  daily  increased, 
without  exciting  a  sensation,  or  giving  birth  to  a 
remark.  Habit  reconciles  us  to  evil,  even  when 
most  odious  and  revolting  in  its  features.  But  a 
gilded  exterior  makes  evil  a  welcome  object  to  our 
senses.  We  greet  the  man  whose  bland  smiles 
cheer  us,  and  whose  flatteries  gratify  our  vanity. 
Courtesy  and  learning  both  unite  to  render  the 
Jesuit  insinuating;  and  had  he  no  object  but  the 
single  purpose  of  improving  the  intellect  of  man- 
kind, he  should  receive  the  homage  of  my  admira- 
tion. But  even  "  education"  may  be  purchased  at 
too  high  a  price.  After  all,  can  the  knowledge 
inculcated  by  the  Jesuit  be  called  "education?" 
It  is  not,  at  least,  the  education  of  an  American  or 
of  a  freeman.  A  republican,  come  from  what 
quarter  of  the  globe  he  may,  ought  to  have  his 
whole  soul  expanded  to  the  utmost  bounds  of  lib- 
erality— free,  daring,  energetic,  and  boundless  in 
its  soaring  flight;  feeling  no  throb  he  feared  to  utter, 
burning  with  no  thought  he  dare  not  express. 
This,  sir,  is  the  basis,  the  only  basis,  of  American 
education.  Unrestrained  freedom  of  thought  and 
speech,  with  no  master  hut  God,  no  superior  but 
the  laws — conscience  for  his  guide,  and  reason  for 
his  counsellor. 

If  no  other  evil  resulted  to  the  American  people 
but  this  system  of  servile  education  by  the  ambi- 
tious Jesuit,  who  seeks  to  control  it — wrapping  up 
the  minds  of  our  American  youths  in  the  eternal 
bondage  of  Egyptian  darkness — it  would  be  quite 
a  Ruflicient  inducement  to  put  a  curb  on  the  evil 
rather  than  to  give  loose  rein  to  their  designs  by 
the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  this  system  of  intel- 
lectual and  moral  bondage  is  only  a  meann  to  a  great 
ulterior  end;  and  that  is  ]>olitical  powerand  religious 
authority.  Although  the  Popes  have,  at  various 
periods  in  the  history  of  the  world,  pretended  to 
suppress  the  order  of  the  Jesuits,  they  have  never 
failed  to  avail  themselves  of  their  aid  as  missiona- 
ries. They  might  be  suppressed  at  home,  but  it 
was  only  to  nerve  them  for  fresh  exertion  in  a 
distant  land.  It  never  was  content  with  spiritual 
diffusion,  but  always  struggles  and  pants  to  gain 
temporal  |)owcr  for  its  priestly  head.  We  find  no 
other  religion  but  that  of  the  Pope  concentrating  ils 
votes  to  accom]ilish  political  power.  It  is  peculiar 
to  Popery  never  to  rest  content  till  it  incorporates 
its  power  with  the  civil  government.  We  have  the 
voice  of  History  to  instruct  us  in  the  fact  that  a  re- 
ligion founded  on  the  union  of  spii-ilual  and  temporal 
power  will  strive  nuturalhj  to  propagate  that  union,  as 
indispensable  to  ils  perfection.  Without  political 
jjower,  such  a  religion  is  not  only  inconi[)lete,  but 
defective,  deformed,  and  wanting  in  its  natural 
memhcrg.    Why  ia  it  so?   Because  the  head  of  the  ' 


j  Romish  Church  is  a  temporal  prince,  of  absolute 
;  power,  and  infallible  authority.  Gtuestion  his  man- 
date, and  excommunication  follows.  Disobey  his 
\  behests,  and,  lo!  the  rod  of  his  vengeance  falls  on 
the  culprit,  both  in  this  world  and  the  future.  The 
fountain  of  its  Iionors,  ministry,  and  functions, 
(spread  where  it  may,)  is  at  Rome.  The  Pope — 
reformer  though  he  be — is  the  head  of  all.  From 
him  flows  the  double  stream  of  spiritual  iind  tem- 
poral power,  v,'hich,  however  it  may  divide  itself 
for  a  season  by  the  rugged  face  of  foreign  climes, 
never  rests,  but  boils  and  bubbles  forever,  till  it 
reunites;  even  through  the  impediments  of  blood  , 
carnage,  revolution,  and  rebellion.  Its  impetuous 
surges  of  ambition  beat  against  every  shore  for  the 
admission  of  its  tempoVal  power,  and  now,  amidst 
the  spreading  lights  of  the  nineteenth  century,  we 
are  asked  not  only  to  recognize,  but  to  send  a 
minister  plenipotentiary  in  advance,  O'flringhis  Ho- 
liness to  condescend,  by  creating  a  religious  tie,  to 
take  us  into  his  holy  keeping. 

Gracious  and  just  PJeaven !  to  what  direful  ends 
will  the  passions  and  ambition  of  men  liurry  them  ! 
How  inscrutable  are  the  ways  of  God  to  test  our 
virtue,  and  waken  in  our  bosoms  the  divine  emo- 
tions which  led  the  noble  men  of  other  daijs  to  make 
such  immortal  sacrifices,  when  burning  at  the  fiery 
stake,  or  dying  under  the  tortures  of  the  Inquisi- 
tion— when  Smithfield  celebrated  her  hellish  or- 
gies, or  the  rack  tore  the  bleeding  limbs  of  heroic 
martyrs  at  Madrid — or  the  massacre  of  the  Hu- 
guenots deluged  the  fair  fields  of  France  with  the 
best  blood  of  the  age! 

Will  gentlemen  who  propose  to  rivet  this  religious 
chain  think  of  tlie  future,  for  it  is  to  the  future  that 
we  are  to  look  for  bonds,  fetters,  and  disfranchise- 
ment? That  future  which  in  a  tew  years  will  ex- 
pand our  population  to  an  hundred  millions;  when 
our  wild  Indian  lands,  embracing  Oregon  and  the 
far  West,  shall  have  been  settled  by /o?-e)gn  Roman 
Catholics  and  their  children,  all  under  the  guidance 
and  control  of  Jesuit  leaders,  bound  to  obey  their 
general,  the  Pope's  nuncio,  whose  headquarters  are 
to  be  the  seat  of  government,  and  that  seat  of  gov- 
ernment the  city  of  Washington  ! 

Let  us  imagine  for  a  moment  all  this  immense 
expanse  of  empire,  embracing  some  fifty  or  sixty 
States,  to  be  settled  by  its  proportion  of  the  foreign 
slaves  of  foreign  Jesuits;  and,  inferring  the  future 
from  the  past,  that  they  have  been  successful  in 
extending  their  invasions  upon  the  spiritual  and 
political  rights  of  the  American  people,  what 
would  be  the  direful  consequences  of  this  dreadl'ut 
overshadowing  of  the  moral  and  intellectual  world? 
Are  the  religious  wars  and  relentless  persecutions 
of  fire,  rack,  and  other  bloody  demonstrations  of 
bigotry,  with  wliich  Popery  has  deluged  Europe 
for  ages,  again  to  be  acted  over  here — on  the;fair 
and  unstained  bosom  of  our  vast  and  free  Repub- 
lic? Heaven  forbid  this  foul  desecration  of  our 
equal  rights !  And  yet  what  hope  of  exemption 
gleams  in  the  future,  unless  the  friends  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty,  animated  by  a  sublime  devotion 
to  the  welfare  of  their  children  and  the  freedom  of 
posterity,  now  combine  to  arrest  the  march  of  pa- 
pal usurpation  before  it  overspreads  the  land,  and 
]5lants  its  "  garrisons''  of  power  deep  in  the  bo- 
som of  our  valleys,  irresistible,  and  unresisted? 

The  combination  of  despotism — the  despotism 
of  Church  and  State  power — must  be  counteracted 
by  combinations  of  freemen,  under  the  sacred 
guarantee  of  the  Constitution,  which  makes  resist- 
ance virtue,  and  stamps  the  denunciation  of  this 
"unholy  and  revolting  alliance"  with  the  sublimest 
attributes  of  patriotism  and  benevolence. 

I  have  already  shown  you  that  our  minister  will 
have  no  duties  to  perform  in  Rome;  and  now  per- 
mit me  to  inquire  what  interests  of  Rome,  as  a  Eu- 
ropean Power,  are  to  be  protected  by  her  minister 
in  this  country  ? 

Sir,  this  constitutes  the  gist,  the  very  marrow 
of  the  question.  He  is  destined  to  be  a  vigilant 
ob.servcrof  the  ruffled  waters  of  political  agitation 

i  — an  active  correspondent,  advisory  and  directo- 
ry, and,  so  far  as  the  Jesuits  in  this  country  are 
concerned,  mandatory — concentrating  the  combined 
force  of  foreign  Roman  Catholic  action,   and    the 

I  foreign  Roman  Catholic  vote,  upon  such  men  and 
such  measures  as  are  best  calculated  to  extend  the 

:  temporal  power  and  political  influence  of  the  Ro- 
mish priesthood ! 

;  Shall  such  a  consummation  be  brought  about  or 
hastened  by  the  action  of  those  who  claim  to  be 
the  descendants  of  tlie  Pilgrimn?     Sir,  I  trust  not. 


1848. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


421 


Does  England  send  a  minister  to  Rome?  No;  and 
yet  their  international  relations,  having  especial 
reference  to  the  condition  of  Ireland,  are  full  of 
importance.  England  well  knows  that  what  is 
useful  may  be  attained,  and  that  what  is  fraught 
■with  danger  may  be  avoided  by  dispensing  with 
reciprocal  embassies.  England  does  not  forget 
the  teachings  of  history.  Cardinal  legates  and 
Papal  nuncios  Jiave  in  their  day  taught  Iter  lessons 
— lesscg)s  never  to  be  forgotten,  for  those  lessons 
were  written  in  blood! 

Sir,  every  step  of  Pius  the  Ninth,  in  his  seeming 
spirit  of  reform,  is  made  with  a  dire(*t  reference  to 
the  extension  of  his  temporal  power  over  this 
Republic.  He  has  political  sagacity  enough  to 
discover  that  the  practical  workiiigs  out  of  the 
principles  of  freedom,  through  the  medium  of  uni- 
versal suffrage,  can  be  adroitly  converted  into  the 
means  of  supporting  the  spirit  of  superstition  as 
the  basis  of  political  power. 

While  we  are  engaged  in  this  Mexican  war,  let 
us  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  Europe  is  invading 
us;  tliat  her  paupers  and  criminals,  under  the  con- 
trol of  Jesuit  leaders,  are  swarming  over  the  land, 
spreading  disease,  physical,  moral,  political,  and 
religious. 

Sir,  tliere  has  been,  and  there  is,  a  systematic 
e-ffort  now  going  on  to  overthrow  American  rights 
and  American  institutions,  by  the  means  to  which 
I  have  alluded.  There  are  those  who  hear  me, 
who  know  full  well,  that  a  few  years  ago,  a  dis- 
tinguished German  historian  delivered  a  course  of 
lectures  before  the  Emperor  of  Austria  and  the 
nobility  of  that  country,  in  which  he  undertook  to 
show  that  Europe's  thrones  would  remain  insecure 
so  long  as  this  example  of  free  government  existed 
in  the  United  States.  His  name  was  Siegell.  In 
his  eighteenth  lecture,  he  proceeded  to  show  how 
to  give  solidity  to  the  thrones  of  tyrants.  "Send 
'  your  refuse  population,"  said  he,  "  to  the  United 
'  States,  under  the  control  of  the  Jesuits.  They 
'  will  keep  the  foreign  population  separate  and  dis- 
'  tinct  from  the  American.  They  will  prevent 
*  amalgamation,  and  a  distinct  political  organiza- 
'  tion  may  be  formed.  Their  ballot-boxes  are 
'  LEFT  open!  You  are  invited  to  take  fosses- 
'  SIGN  OF  them!"  "Do  this,"  said  he,  "and  the 
'  work  is  done  .'"  * 

Immediately  the  Leopold  Institution  was  found- 
ed, afterwards  the  Society  at  Lyons;  and  while  the 
American  people  have  been  sending  their  thou- 
sands and  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  Christian- 
ize and  evangelize  the  Mahommedan  world,  the 
Roman  Catholic  crowned  heads  of  Europe  have 
been  erecting  their  chapels  from  Canada's  border 
to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  having  for  their  end  and 
aim  the  subjugation  of  American  rights,  and  the 
destruction  of  American  institutions. 

Am  I  not  right?  Look  back  to  the  past.  I  ven- 
tured, during  the  first  session  of  the  29lh  Congress, 
to  tell  our  sister  States  of  the  South  that  a  cloud 
was  gathering  over  their  soil.  I  knew  that  the 
Jesuits  were  actively  at  work,  ready  to  seize  upon 
any  question  that  threatened  to  shake  the  Union, 
or  lead  to  its  dissolution. 

I  remembered  then,  as  I  do  now,  the  encyclical 
letter  of  Pope  Gregory  against  slavery — not  in 
Spain,  Portugal,  or  Italy,  but  slavery  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  !  I  remembered,  too,  that  it  was  follow- 
ed "up  by  Daniel  O'Connell's  celebrated  letter  to 
the  Repealers  of  Cincinnati,  in  which  he  told  them: 
"  Where  you  have  the  electoral  franchise ,  give  your 
'  voles  to  none  but  those  toho  wilt  assist  you  in  carry- 
'  ing  out  the  pious  intentions  of  his  Holiness  the 
'  Pope!" 

Sir,  I  quote  him  word  for  word.  Here  was  a 
double  appeal — as  subjects  of  the  Pope  you  must 
advocate  repeal,  and  as  viernhers  of  his  church  you 
must  oppose  slavery  in  the  United  States,  although 
the  Popes  of  Rome  had  given  it  their  pious  coun- 
tenance and  protection  for  a  period  of  fourteen  hun- 
dred years. 

O'Connell  had  felt  the  aid  that  abolitionism  had 
given  him  in  England;  he  had  overcalculated  its 
power  and  influence  in  this  country,  and  yet  he 
was  willing  to  combine  the  Irish  Catholic  and  abo- 
lition vote  in  the  United  States  in  order  to  hold  the 
balance  of  power  and  bring  both  in  subjection  to 
the  dictation  of  the  Pope  of  Rome  ! 

At  this  crisis  a  body  of  patriotic  Americans  at 
the  North,  viewing  southern  rights  and  sowi/teni  in- 
stitutions as  a  part  of  Jlmerican  rights  and  Jlmeri- 
can  institutions,  planted  themselves  in  self-defence. 
They  resisted  the  right  of  the  Pope  or  his  dema- 


gogue to  interfere  with  any  American  institution 
which  existed  under  the  Constitution  of  their  coun- 
try. They  called  public  meetings  to  denounce  this 
wanton  and  gross  outrage;  and  it  was  under  such 
circumstances  that  ten  American  citizens  were 
shot  down  in  cold  blood,  by  the  advice  and  coun- 
sel of  the  very  Jesuit  priesthood  whom  this  appro- 
priation proposes  to  encourage  in  their  murderous 
assault  upon  the  lives  of  the  native  born  sons  of 
the  soil. 

Sir,  the  Jesuits  are  busily  at  work.  Driven  out 
of  France,  Portugal,  and  Spain,  they  are  making 
their  stronghold  here  in  our  midst.  The  provisoes 
and  firebrands  flung  into  this  House  day  after  day 
are  traceable  to  the  secret  operations  of  that  Order, 
which  is  now  striking  for  the  mastery  of  the 
world. 

And  yet  at  no  period  in  the  history  of  the  world 
was  the  human  understanding  more  auspiciously 
disposed  than  at  this  moment  to  the  propagation  of 
every  opinion  favorable  to  the  growth  of  the  power 
and  the  diffusion  of  the  dogmas  of  Rome.  In  the 
fullness  of  light  we  seem  willing  that  the  torch  shall 
be  extinguished,  because  we  feel  so  secure  in  our 
power.  In  the  excess  of  our  toleration  and  liber- 
ality we  seem  disposed  to  invite  the  intolerance  of 
bigotry  against  ourselves,  lest,  if  we  stand  by  our 
rights,  we  should  be  cliarged  with  bigotry  !  This 
is  the  error  of  an  age  of  overstrained  refinement, 
of  scientific  liberality,  of  the  universal  diffusion  of 
the  press.  But  it  is  the  very  error  of  the  moon, 
the  rrtadness  of  amenity,  the  liberality  which  leads 
the  commander  of  a  beleaguered  garrison  to  open 
its  gates  to  the  foe  and  invite  him  to  partake  of  a 
repast,  when  his  avowed  object  is  the  subjugation 
of  his  citadel. 

Sir,  the  line  of'  demarcation  which  separates 
toleration  from  bigotry  and  persecution  is  too 
boldly  and  broadly  drawn  by  the  rights  of  man,  as 
defined  by  the  Constitution,  and  the  fundamental 
principles  of  religion,  as  they  exist  in  letters  of 
living  light  upon  the  paj,es  of  the  Bible. 

And  here,  sir,  I  may  be  permitted  to  ask,  why 
is  it  that  the  Jesuits  have  made  such  strenuous 
efforts  to  drive  that  Bible  fi-om  our  public  schools? 
Why  those  dark  insinuations  of  the  unfitness  of 
Bible  truths  for  the  daily  duties  of  life?  We  claim 
for  the  Jlmerican  born  child  of  the  foreign  Roman 
Catholic  the  same  glorious  privileges  our  own 
children  enjoy;  to  read,  examine,  investigate /or 
themselves,  to  reject  or  adoju  it  as  they  see  fit,  un- 
awed  by  any  human  power.  Shall  there  be  one 
code  of  morals  for  one  class,  and  another  for  a 
higher  or  a  lower  one?  Shall  the  Jesuit  clergy 
coin  a  construction  of  the  Bible  for  the  people 
which  the  people  have  no  right  to  test  by  their 
own  understandings,  and  thus  establish  a  human 
tariff  for  crime,  adjusted  by  mere  human  author- 
ity, in  opposition  to  the  commandments  of  God, 
and  meet  with  no  resistance?  Or  rather,  so  far 
from  resistance,  the  approving  smiles  and  generous 
encouragement  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Ameri- 
can people? 

,  Sir,  we  have  lived  to  see  the  Bible  driven  from  our 
public  schools  and  burnt  in  the  public  streets! 
That  Bible  so  inseparably  interwoven  with  the 
genius  and  spirit  of  American  institutions.  The 
Congress  of  1777  distributed  thirty  thousand  copies 
of  that  Bible  among  the  American  people — that  same 
Bible  which  Mary  gave  to  her  little  boy  George, 
whose  precepts  and  whose  principles  led  him,  at 
the  head  of  the  American  troops,  to  achieve  that 
freedom  which  we  now  enjoy.  Do  what  you  may, 
I  tell  you  that  the  American  born  citizens  of  this 
country,  at  least  the  native  born  Jimericans,  will  at 
all  hazards  keep  that  Bible  in  the  hands  of  their 
little  Georges,  too. 

To  nfie,  sir,  it  is  a  matter  of  amazement  that  any 
member  of  this  House  should  be  willing  to  advo- 
cate such  a  proposition  as  that  now  before  thecom- 
mittee,  which  yields  to  the  exorbitant  pretensions 
and  bends  to  the  domineering  power  of  the  Pope 
of  Rome. 

The  Native  Americans,  scorned  and  abused  as 
they  have  been,  because  they  loved  their  couiitry  bet- 
ter than  they  did  party,  have  struggled,  thus  far  in 
vain,  to  apply  a  check  to  the  great  and  growing 
evil  that  now  overshadows  the  land.  Their  object 
has  been  conservative.  They  wished  to  apply  a 
preventive.  The  bill  now  before  the  committee 
proposes  to  strengthen  and  fortify  and  extend 
Jesuit  influence  in  the  United  States.  Pass  it  if 
you  will.  Send  a  minister  plenipotentiary  and  en- 
voy extraordinary  to  the  Pope  of  Rome.     I  tell  you 


that  the  heart  of  the  nation  will  be  reached,  that 
the  American  jjeople  will  awaken  from  their  slum- 
ber, and  that  Native  Americanism  will  be  at  last 
understood  and  properly  appreciated.  Pass  your 
bill,  and  from  that  hour  Native  Americanism 
means  only  the  defence  of  Protestant  rights  and 
Protestant  freedom  against  Papal  tyranny  and 
Jesuit  aggression. 

Ufion  that  broad  platform  we  stand,  and  let  pos- 
terity judge.  Sir,  we  do  protest  against  thin  reli- 
gious linkhe.tween  our  free  Republic  and  that  Papal 
throne — a  throne  unlike  all  others, built  upon  power, 
spiritual  and  temporal,  political  and  religious — a 
throne  which  makes  man  a  slave,  and  transforms 
kings  into  fiends,  ni-iests  into  tormentors,  a  people 
into  drones,  a  country  into  a  desei't — a  throne 
which  extinguishes  the  fire  on  the  altar  of  domestic 
love,  in  a  form  peculiar,  fatal,  revolting;  snatching 
its  votaries  away  from  the  homage  of  nature  to  the 
cold  convent,  the  repulsive  alibey,  the  gloomy  cell 
of  the  anchorite,  the  horrid  dungeon  of  the  inqui- 
sition, and  the  demoralizing  edict  of  celibacy;  stir- 
ring up  sedition,  rebellion,  and  civil  war, as  the  only 
means  of  extending  a  power  which  reason  revolts 
fi'om,  and  persuasion  fails  to  diffuse — which  man- 
kind have  resisted  in  every  age,  at  the  peril  and 
under  the  penalty  of  the  cannon's  mouth,  the  edge 
of  the  sword,  the  fire  of  the  faggot,  the  torments 
of  the  stake,  and  the  tortures  of  the  rack  ! 

Sir,  in  the  name  of  the  American  people,  T  pro- 
test against  this  innovation,  which  would  make  us 
a  by-word  among  the  nations. 

It  is  almost  an  obsolete,  but  still  a  venerated  and 
solemn  custom,  appropriate  to  all  great  and  immi- 
nent conjunctures  of  public  import,  to  invoke  the 
special  protection  of  a  Superior  Being,  and  in  the 
same  spirit  that  animated  our  sires  of  1776,  I  ex- 
claim, God  save  the  Republic! 

When  Mr.  Levin  concluded, 

Mr.  STRONG  obtained  the  floor,  and  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

Tlie  following  petitions  were  presented  and  re- 
ferred under  the  rule: 

By  I\rr.  WHITE,  of  New  York  :  Two  memorials  of  the 
farmers  and  citizens  of  tlie  county  of  Saratoga,  T^ew  Yorii, 
renionstiiitinfT  aaainst  the  renewal  of  the  patent  of  tlie  lieirs 
of  Jctiiro  Wood.' 

By  Ml-.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina:  The  petition  of 
Moses  O.  Hyams  and  others,  for  papers  to  change  the  name 
of  the  French  bris  Bonteinps  to  Palmetto. 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York :  The  petition  of  Morris 
Fosdick,one  of  the  justices  of  the  county  court  of  Erie,  New 
York,  praying  for  a  modification  of  the  laws  relating  to  nat- 
uralization. 

By  Mr.  PHELPS  :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  the  western 
part  of  Missouri,  praying  the  establishment  of  two  judicial 
district?  in  said  State.  Also,  the  petition  of  Lewis  D.  Offield, 
praying  compensation  for  services  of  his  sons,  who  marched 
to  the  place  of  rendezvous  to  be  mustered  into  service,  after 
having  volunteered,  and  were  not  received  into  service. 

By  Mr.  SMART  :  Of  Edward  Colo,  of  Frankfort,  Maine, 
for  increase  nf  pension. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois:  Tlie  petition  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  citizens  of  Momoe  and  Randolph  counties,  praying 
the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  fioni  Waterloo,  in  Monroe 
county,  via  Red  Bud,  Evansville,  and  Ellis  Grove,  to  Ches- 
ter, in  Randolph  county.  Also,  the  petition  of  VV.  T.  Miller 
and  141  other  citizens  of  Madison  county,  Illinois,  praying 
a  reduction  of  newspaper  postage,  and  particularly  on  juve- 
nile papers  of  small  dimensions. 

By  Mr.  EDW.ARDS  :  The  petition  of  James  Co,  praying 
for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  MARVIN:  The  following  memorials,  all  remon- 
strating against  the  renewal  of  the  patent  of  Jetliro  Wood 
for  the  benefit  of  his  heirs;  Of  M.  Wiard  and  fifty  others, 
citi/ens  of  Livingston  county;  of  William  Paul  and  seventy 
others,  citizens  of  Ontario  county  ;  of  George  R.  Hall  and 
one  hundred  others,  citizens  of  Cattaraugus  county;  of  John 
B.  Wilher  and  one  hundred  others,  of  last-named  county  ;  of 
T.  C.  Barrett  and  thirty  others,  citizens  of  Chatauquc  county; 
of  William  H.  Riley  and  ninety-eight  others,  citizens  of  the 
last-named  county  :  of  S.  H.  Dickinson  and  fifty  others,  of 
the  county  last  named  ;  of  E.  A.  Lester  and  eigiity  others,  of 
the  last-named  county ;  and  of  Forbes  Johnson  and  thirty- 
four  others,  citizens  of  said  county  of  Chatau(iue,  all  of  the 
State  of  New  York. 

By  Mr.  GOTT:  The  remonstrance  of  James  H.  King  and 
fifty  other  citizens  of  Onondaga  county,  New  York,  against 
the  passage  of  any  law  reviving  or  continuing  the  patent  of 
Jetiiro  Wood  for  a  cast-iron  plouuh. 

By  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York  :  The  remonstrance  of 
Ilirain  Wright  and  one  hundred  and  two  other  citizens  of 
Monroe  county,  New  York,  against  e.Mcnding  the  patent  of 
Jethro  Wood. 

By  Mr.  HUNT:  The  remonstrance  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  citizens  of  Caledonia,  New  York,  against  re- 
newing the  patent  of  Jethro  Wood. 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Iowa:  The  petition  of  A.  H. 
Haskell  and  slxtv-four  other  citizens  of  Iowa,  praying  lor 
tiie  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Fairfield,  Jelterson 
CDiinty,  via  Lancaster,  Sigourney,  and  Wasson'-i  Mills,  to 
Iowa  City.  ,     ..  „       ,   r,  ■      >      j 

By  Mr  HUDSON:  The  memorial  of  Lnooh  Pauicd  iind 
one  hundred  and  fil1y-one  others,  praying  that  peace  may 
be  restored  to  the  country. 
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'  By  Mr.  G  VINES  :  Tiio  peiilion  olD.  Dr.ike  Ileniie,  pray- 
ing iiidKiiiiiily  liir  pr<i|)(  riy  lost  and  .-ervices  n  n<leii(l  in  tlie 
service  of  tlif  Uiiiicii  E^tuti^s  in  llie  war  willi  Mexicii. 

By  Air.  KIN'G.oi'.Massacliu^etts  :  The  nn'niohal  ol  Hrnry 
H.  Silili-y  and  4J0  other.-;,  inhabitants  of"  Mincsota,  piayina 
that  Ihat  country  may  have  a  territorial  gnvcrnnicnt,  and 
that  it  may  hOt  be  annexed  to  VViscoii.-.in.  Alsi),thi'  nirnio- 
rial  or  Hall  Judd  and  6i)  others,  citizens  of  Norllianipton, 
JVIas~achusetls,  asainst  tlie  United  States  (ioveriitnnil  traf- 
ficking in  th<!  public  lands,  and  for  l.iying  them  out  in  farms 
for  actual  settlers  not  possessed  of  other  lands.  Also,  the 
petition  of  Sirah  Sampson,  widow  oll'eleg  Sampson,  a  rev- 
olutionarv  soldier,  for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.'WEN'TWORTH  :  A  petition  fora  mail  route  from 
Joliet,  via  Jackson  Creek,  Reed's  Grove,  VVilminiton,  Rock 
Creek,  Biilhoiiia,  Mount  f'aujinm.  Middleport,  and  Mill'ord. 
to  Lala_\elle,  Indiana.  Al.-o, one  from  Pciu,  viaTroj  Grove, 
Ovid,  Daney's  Mills,  Inlet  Grove,  Lulayetle  Grove!  Ki  lly's 
Mills,  Whitcoak  Grove,  Slillman,  and  Kishiwankie,  to 
Eockford. 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  \pwYork:  The  remonstrance  of  S2 
citizens  of  Erie  county,  New  Yori<,  against  the  extension  of 
the  patent  siantf  d  to  jethro  Wood. 

By  Mr.  WHITE:  The  memorial  of  Anthony  M.  Brackett, 
A.  Harris,  and  176  others,  farmers  and  citizensof  the  county 
of  Sarato^-a,  New  Vurk,  renionstiating  aiiainst  the  renewal 
of  the  p.it,  lit  ol  Jeihrvi  Wood  for  a  cast-iron  plough,  for  tlie 
benefit  of  his  heirs  and  assii;ns. 

Br  I\lr.  G.'MNES:  The  petition  of  Linchfield  Sharp,  pray- 
ingoompensation  forservices  rendered  ai.d  injuries  received 
in  the  Indian  war  in  ]7'J3  and  1794,  as  well  as  in  1812. 

By  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Massachusetts:  The  petition  of 
Priscilhi  .Maxwell,  of  Charleinont,  Massachusetts,  daugiiter 
of  the  late  Lieutenant  Cidcinel  Hugh  Maxwell,  of  the  army 
of  the  Revolution,  for  a  pension. 

By  .Mr.  JOHN.->ON,  of  Arkansas:  Five  niemoriaLs  praying 
the  removal  of  the  ratt  in  Red  river. 


IN  SENATE. 
TrnTRSDAY,  March  2,  1848. 

Mr.  AVEBSTER  presented  a  petition  from  cer- 
tain citizens  of  Kingston,  in  the  State  of  MHSsaciiu- 
selts, engaged  in  the  fisheries,  asking  that  the  duty 
on  fish  may  be  made  specific. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  in  introducing  this  petition, 
said  that  the  petitioners  complain  that  the  effect  of 
the  present  duty  is  to  give  great  advantage  to  the 
Britisii  fisherie.s  over  those  of  the  United  States. 
The  English  fishermen  can  come  from  the  neigh- 
boring colonies,  Canada,  New  Brunswick,  and 
Newfoundland,  in  light  and  cheap  constructed 
vessels,  and  fish  during  the  day,  and  return  at  night 
and  cure  their  fish,  which  are  admitted  into  the 
ports  of  the  United  States  under  an  ad  valorem  duty, 
invoiced  at  sucli  rates  as  will  not  afford  a  remu- 
nerating return  for  the  capital  invested  and  labor 
performed  by  persons  engaged  in  that  branch  of 
business  in  the  United  States;  and  they  therefore 
ask  that  the  duty  may  be  made  specific,  and  at  the 
rate  prescribed  by  the  act  of  1842.  The  petition 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr..YULEE  presented  additional  documents  on 
the  claims  of  Isaac  Varnes,  and  of  the  adminis- 
trator of  James  Edwards;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claiims. 

REPORT.S  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Jolin 
Paul  Jones,  and  recommending  a  concurrence  in 
the  amendments  of  tlie  House. 

Mr.  M.  moved  that  the  report  be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  thought  the  bill  would  give 
rise  to  debate  :  and  the  question  was  postponed. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on 
Patents,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial 
of  Hezekiah  L.  Thistle;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  W.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  inade  an 
adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Herrick  Aikin. 
RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DIX, 

RcioUel,  'i'hat  the  Committee  on  the  Library  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  directin!;  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  transmit  by  Mr.  Alexander  Vattemare 
cripies  of  the  slanilaid  wr.'ighls  and  measures  of  the  United 
Slates  to  the  Government  ol  France. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DIX, 

Rewlmtl,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings  he 
Instructed  ti  iiuiriire  into  the  expediency  of  comijleting  the 
ventilation  of  the  Srnate  Chamber. 

Mr.  BRADBUllY  submitted  the  following,  and 
n.sked  its  immtdiate  consideration,  observing  that 
the  information  was  iiTi[>ortant  to  the  Senate  and 
the  public.  Every  day's  mails  brought  pressing 
iiif|uiries  on  liu;  subject,  and,  at  the  rale  they  were 
now  receiving  them,  it  ap|jcnred  to  him  that  they 
should  not  get  one-half  of  the  quota  to  which  eacli 
Senator  was  entitled  before  the  meeting  of  the  next 
Congress. 

Hctolvc'l,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  bo  re(|ucsted  to 
ascertain  and  report  at  what  time  the  copies  of  the  Presi- 
dent's mctsat^'e  und  accompanying  documents  ordered  by 


the  Senate  to  he  printed,  and  which  have  not  yet  been  re- 
ceived, may  he  expected. 

Mr.  DIX  suggested  that  the  resolution  had  bet- 
ter lie  over.  He  had  accidentally  met  the  printer, 
a  day  or  two  since,  who  informed  him  that  he  was 
waiting  for  the  engiaving  of  the  maps,  and  that  the 
printing  was  finished. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  said,  if  such  were  the  fact, 
he  desired  it  to  go  forth  to  the  public  through  a  re- 
port of  the  committee. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  thought  it  would  be  well  to 
extend  the  inquiry  a  little  further.  He  had  seen 
the  printer  this  morning,  who  had  informed  him 
that  the  difficulty  was  principally  owing  to  the 
delay  in  furnishing  the  maps.  And  he  had  un- 
derstood furtlier,  that  such  of  the  maps  as  had 
been  received  were  sent  in  to  the  printer  without 
being  folded,  so  that  it  was  found  necessary  to 
fold  them  into  a  shape  to  fit  the  printed  pages. 
To  do  this,  the  printer  had  been  compelled  to  em- 
ploy additional  hands.  Mr.  W.  thought,  there- 
fore, that  the  resolution  ought  to  be  extended  so 
as  to  include  an  authority  to  the  printer  to  employ 
and  pay  an  adequate  number  of  hands.  The 
cause  which  was  assigned  for  the  delay  would 
thus  be  removed. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  expressed  a  wish  that  the 
order  might  go  to  the  committee  in  its  present 
form,  feeling  no  doubt  that  the  matter  would  be 
fully  investigated. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  House  to  the  bill  "  to  make 
attachments  which  are  made  under  process  issuing 
from  the  courts  of  the  United  States  conforin  to 
the  laws  regulating  such  attachments  in  the  courts 
of  the  States;"  when — 

Mr.  WEBSTER  moved  that  the  Senate  concur 
in  the  amendments  of  the  House.  One  of  these 
made  the  provision  of  the  bill  applicaiile  only  to 
cases  which  may  hereafter  occur,  and  the  other  re- 
lates to  cases  of  debts  due  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SEVIER  asked  whether  this  limitation  to 
future  cases  was  right. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said,  in  his  opinion,  it  was 
right. 

The  amendments  were  then  concurred  it. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  House  to  thejoint  resolution  for 
the  relief  of  Betsey  Mcintosh,  and  they  were  con- 
curred in. 

The  bill  from  the  House  to  change  the  name  of 
the  steamboat  Charles  Downing  to  Calhoun,  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  (quarter  before  one,) 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Ex- 
ecutive business;  and,  after  silting  till  a  late  hour, 
the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  March  3,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  rose  and  said,  that  in  his  pres- 
ent state  of  health,  and  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather,  he  was  under  the  necessity 
of  asking  the  House  to  excuse  him  from  service  on 
the  committee  appointed  to  accompany  the  remains 
of  their  late  venerable  colleague,  John  CIuincy 
Adams,  to  their  last  resting-place  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts.  He  therefore  moved  that  he  be 
excused  from  service  on  that  committee,  and  that 
the  vacancy  be  filled  by  the  Speaker. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  SPEAKER 
appointed  Mr.  Edwards  to  supply  the  vacancy. 

Mr.  CABELL  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  private  calendar.  This  was  the  day 
on  which  bills  could  bo  acted  upon  without  debate; 
and  another  op[)ortuniiy  to  dispose  of  that  class  of 
bills  would  not  again  soon  occur.  He  was  aware 
that  the  House  had  fixed  two  o'clock  to-day  to 
terminate  dei^ate  on  the  deficiency  bill;  but  a  recon- 
.sideration  of  that  vote,  and  the  postponement  of 
the  termination  of  the  debate  to  the  same  hour  to- 
morrow, he  trusted  would  be  consented  to,  and 
thereby  private  bills  could  be  disposed  of,  and  those 
gentleinen  who  desired  to  speak  on  the  deficiency 
bill  would  have  the  opportunity  to  do  so. 


Mr.  CABELL  withdrew  his  motion  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
to  allow  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  to  make 
the  motion  he  had  indicated. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  then  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tiori  of  the  vote  by  which  the  House  had  fixed  a 
period  to  the  debate  on  the  deficiency  bill,  with  the 
avowed  purpose  to  move  the  termination  of  debate 
at  two  o'clock  to-mori-ow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  then  moved  that  the  Resolu- 
tion be  so  amended  as  to  fix  two  o'clock  on  Satur- 
day for  the  i-lose  of  debate. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution so  as  to  make  the  time  half-past  two 
o'clock. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  so  as  to  fix  one  o'clock.  On  Monday, 
he  said,  thirty  members  of  the  House  would  leave 
the  seat  of  Government  to  accompany  the  remains 
of  the  late  Mr.  Adams  to  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts. It  was  therefore  necessary  that  the  final 
vole  should  be  taken  on  Saturday.  And  after  the 
close  of  the  debate,  so  far  as  the  time  might  be 
fixed  by  resolution  of  the  House,  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would  have 
the  right  to  occupy  one  hour  by  the  rules  of  the 
House.  One  o'clock,  therefore,  should  be  fixed, 
instead  of  two,  or  half-past  two,  as  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cling- 

MAN.] 

Mr.  VINTON  was  understoood  to  say  that  he 
had  no  intention  to  occupy  the  time  allowed  him 
by  the  rules. 

The  amendments  were  then  rejected,  and  the 
original  resolution  agreed  to. 

Bills  of  the  Senate  of  the  following  titles,  lying 
on  the  Speaker's  table,  were  taken  up,  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  and  appropriately  referred, 
viz  : 

A  bill  for  the  reUef  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Jacques  Moulon. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fernando  Fellanny. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Engels,  sen. 

A  bill  for  die  relief  of  Mary  McRae,  widow  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  William  McRae,  late  of  the 
United  Stales  army,  deceased. 

A  b'A\  for  the  relief  of  John  Black,  late  United 
States  consul  at  the  city  of  Mexico. 

A  bill  in  amendment  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act 
to  amend  the  act  entitled  'An  actio  reduce  the  ratea 
of  postage,  to  limit  the  use  and  correct  the  abuse 
of  the  franking  privilege,  and  for  the  prevention  of 
fraud  on  the  revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment,' "  passed  March  3,  1845. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  con- 
cerning the  courts  of  the  United  Stales  in  and  for 
the  district  of  Michigan,"  was  taken  nji,  read  three 
times,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  moved,  that  when  this  House 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  to-morrow  at  eleven 
o'clock. 

The  motion  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecti- 
cut, the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  private  calendar,  (Mr.  Ashmun, 
of  Massachusetts,  in  the  chair.) 

The  bill  directing  the  mode  of  settling  the  claims 
of  Charles  G.  Ridgely  was  taken  up  and  amended, 
so  as  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim  upon 
legal  princi|)lcs.  It  was  then  ordered  to  be  report- 
ed to  the  House. 

The  following  bills  were  taken  up,  read,  consid- 
ered, and  ordered  to  be  reported  to  the  House, 
viz  : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Calvin  Emmons; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  E.  G.  Smith; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bent,  St.  Vrain  &  Co.; 

A  liill  for  the  relief  of  J.  Throckmorton; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Hogan,  admin- 
istrator of  Michael  Hogan,  deceased; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Regnal  alias  Nick  Hilliary; 

A  bill  for  the  )-elief  of  James  McAvoy; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Benus; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Ralston; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nancy  Tompkins; 

A  bill  for  the  relief-of  John  Mitchell; 

A  bin  for  the  relief  of  David  Thomas; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Champlin; 

A  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  George  R. 
Smith,  of  Missouri; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bennett  M.  Dell; 
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A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Manley; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Stokes; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Esther  Russell; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Red  River  Railroad 
Company; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stalker  &  Hill; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reuben  Perry  and  Thomas 
P.  Ligon; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjannin  White; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  Bessie; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  G.  F.  de  la  Roche  and  W. 
P.  S.  Sanger; 

^  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Moore,  of  the 
State  of  Massa-chuserts; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Ellis; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Catharine  Fulton,  of  Wash- 
ington county,  Pennsylvania. 

Senate  bills  for  the  relief  of  the  administratrix  of 
Elisha  L.  Keen,  deceased,  and  providing  for  the 
paymentof  the  claim  of  Walter  R.  Johnson  against 
the  United  States,  were  also  taken  up,  read,  consid- 
ered, and  ordered  to  be  reported  to  the  House. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  forward  warrant 
officers  of  the  United  States  navy  was  ordered  to 
be  reported  to  the  House,  with  the  recommenda- 
tion that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported. 

The  bills/rom  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  the 
administratrix  of  Elisha  L.  Keen,  deceased,  and 
providing  for  the  payment  of  the  claim  of  Walter 
R.  Johnson  against  the  United  States,  were  then 
read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Sen- 
ate. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  that  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  for- 
ward warrant  officers  of  the  United  States  navy  be 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  is 
accordingly  committed. 

The  bill  directing  the  mode  of  settling  the  claims 
of  Charles  G.  Ridgely  was  taken  up,  the  amend- 
jYients  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  concurred 
in,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  above-mentioned  bills,  which  were  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  without  amend- 
ment, weje  taken  up,  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and, 
being  engrossed,  were  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  an- 
nual report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  show- 
ing the  operations  of  the  Patent  Office  for  the  year 
1847;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  the 
Committee  on  Printing  were  directed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  printing  an  extra  number  of 
the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  trans- 
mitting, in  compliance  with  the  act  of  2d  of  March, 
1819,  regulating  passenger  ships  and  vessels,  tabu- 
lar statements  showing  the  number  and  designa- 
tion of  passengers  who  arrived  in  each  collection 
district  of  the  United  States  during  the  year  ending 
the  30th  of  September,  1847;  which  v/ere  laid  upon 
the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  under  the  rule,  filed 
wiih  the  Clerk  a  notice  of  a  motion  for  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  regular  and 
volunteer  soldiers  in  the  American  army. 

Mr.  BINGHAM,  by  leave,  presented  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan 
relative  to  the  establishing  a  mail  route  from  De- 
troit to  Michigan.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

And  tsen  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  March  3,  1848. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Walker, 
his  Secretary: 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  : 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3(1  Janu- 
ary, 1818,  1  coinnumicatc  herewith  a  report  fronn  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  with  the  accompanying  documents,  contafiiing 
"the  correspondence  of  Mr.  VVise,  late  Minister  of  the 
United  Stales  at  tlie  Court  of  lirazil,  relatini,'  to  llie  suhject 
01  the  slave  trade."  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  March  2,  1848. 


ed. 


The  message  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

Mr.  DAYTON  presented  resolutions  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  in  favor 
of  the  constructioi^of  a  railroad  from  Lake  Michi- 
gan to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  on  the  plan  proposed  by 
Asa  Whitney. 

Mr.  DAYTON  said,  in  presenting  these  resolu- 
tions, he  desired  to  say  a  few  words.  On  previous 
occasions  he  had,  in  response  to  instructions  from 
political  adversaries,  disclaimed  the  binding  force 
of  any  such  instructions.  These  resolutions  ema- 
nated from  a  Legislature  composed  of  a  large  ma- 
jority of  political  friends.  They  are  not  intended 
as  instructions,  but  advisory.  In  this  view,  said 
he,  they  are  entitled  to  my  most  deliberate  and 
respectful  consideration,  and  they  shall  receive  it. 
But  1  know,  that  the  body  by  whom  these  reso- 
lutions were  passed,  will  ask  no  more  than  this  of 
me.  Without  having  given  to  the  subject  any 
careful  consideration,  I  may  be  pardoned  for  saying 
that,  as  at  present  advised,  my  impressions  are 
altogether  against  the  scheme  of  Mr.  Whitney  as 
unwise  and  impracticable.  These  opinions  will 
be  carefully  reviewed  when  this  question  shall  be 
presented;  and,  if  consistently  with  my  views  of 
official  duty,  I  can  conform  myself  to  the  wishes 
of  a  body  whose  wishes  I  am  ever  bound  to  re- 
spect, it  will  give  me  pleasure.  But  if,  on  the 
contrary,  I  remain  of  my  present  opinions,  I  shall 
be  under  the  ultimate  necessity  of  responding  in 
this  matter  to  poJitical  friends,  as  I  have  hereto- 
fore responded  to  political  opponents. 

Mr.  DAYTON  thereupon  moved  that  the  reso- 
lutions be  laid  upon  the  table,  and  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate;  and  the  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  the  proceedings  of 
a  Democratic  meeting  of  citizens  of  the  county  of 
Saratoga,  New  York,  approving  and  sustaining 
the  measures  pursued  by  the  Government  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war  with  Mexico;  which  were 
read  and  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  memorial  of  surgeons  in 
the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States,  praying 
the  adoption  of  measures  forpreventing  the  import- 
ation of  spurious  and  adulterated  drugs  and  medi- 
cines; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ASHLEY,  it  was 

Ordere.l,  That  the  petition  of  Alfred  White,  on  the  files  of 
the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ASHLEY,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Alexander  Ladd  ;  and  Diat  it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  one  thousand  additional  copies  of  Lieuten- 
ant Emory's  report,  and  Colonel  Cooke's  report  and  map, 
heretofoie  ordered  to  be  printed,  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  CASS,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  for  ascertaining  and  paying  the  California 
claims;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

[The  bill  appropriates  $700,000  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  military  operations  under  tlie  orders  of  Captain  Stockton 
and  LieutenaiitColonel  Fremont,  and  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  civil  government  established  liiere  by  Captain  S.,  and 
all  just  claims  arising  out  of  civil  and  military  operations. 
Also,  for  a  board  to  ascertain  the  claims,  to  consist  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  California  battalion  and  two  offi- 
cers of  said  battalion  while  in  service.  The  board  to  sit 
in  different  places,  and  to  give  certificates  for  the  amount 
found  due,  the  same  to  be  paid  forthwith  in  California  liy 
some  proper  otFicer  duly  appointed  ;  allows  the  board  to  ap- 
point a  clerk  to  keep  a  record;  the  board  is  to  be  allowed  to 
lake  testimony  for  or  against  any  claim,  and  allow  or  disal- 
low according  to  the  justice  of  the  case  ;  it  gives  the  Cali- 
fornia battalion  all  the  benefits  of  the  acts  of  Congress  in 
favor  of  mounted  volunteer  troops  ;  all  claims  held  to  be  un- 
founded or  unjust  are  to  be  forever  barred  ;  liu'  decision  of 
the  majority  of  the  board  to  be  final ;  tlie.imount  allowed 
the  officers  of  the  board  as  compensation  .'jvijOilO,  and  !p;3,000 
for  the  clerk;  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  are 
allowed  ten  cents  a  mile,  and  the  same  to  members  of  the 
board  not  entitled  to  army  transportation.] 

EXECUTIVE    SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business;  and , 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were  again 
opened,  and. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  March  4,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read  and 
approved — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CABELL,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Washington  Hunt,  of 
New  York,  in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  further  to  supply  deficiencies  in  ap- 
propriations for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30th, 
1848. 

Mr.  STRONG,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
commenced  by  saying  that  he  should  not  imitate 
the  course  of  those  who  had  preceded  him  in  this 
debate,  in  occupying  the  brief  hour  permitted  to 
him  in  animadversions  and  censures  on  the  course 
of  the  Executive.  He  held  it  was  the  duty  of  all, 
instead  of  wasting  time  in  crimination  of  the  past, 
to  endeavor,  with  one  accord,  to  restore  peace  to 
the  country  on  just  and  honorable  terms.  How 
this  end  could  be  accomplished  by  accusing  the 
President  of  having  been  actuated  in  every  meas- 
ure he  adopted  by  some  covert,  selfish,  nefarious 
design,  Mr.  S.  confessed  he  could  not  very  well 
see.  No  man,  assuredly,  would  adopt  a  course 
like  this  in  the  aft'airs  of  private  life.  If  a  man's 
house  was  in  flames,  and  all  he  owned  in  the  world 
Was  beneath  its  roof,  when  every  effort  was  called 
for  to  rescue  his  all  from  destruction,  he  would  not 
stand  idle  till  he  had  proved  to  all  his  neighbors 
that  his  dwelling  must  have  been  purposely  set  fire 
to,  and  had  vented  his  wrath  in  denouncing  the  in- 
cendiary. He  droj)s  that  inquiry  till  he  has  saved 
his  children  and  goods,  and  then  he  may  institute 
the  most  rigid  scrutiny  as  to  the  real  author  of  the 
fire.  So  in  this  case.  If  the  President  had  been 
guilty  of  errors,  this  was  not  the  time  to  pause  to 
investigate  them.  We  were  now  at  war;  when 
peace  should  come,  then  the  inquiry  would  be  a 
timely  one,  and  it  might  be  prosecuted  to  any  ex- 
tent that  gentlemen  pleased,  without  danger  of  re- 
tarding and  postponing  an  event  which  the  whole 
country  so  ardently  desired. 

Mr.  S.  went  on  to  say,  that  with  this  conviction, 
his  course  on  the  present  occasion  should  be  first  to 
inquire  what  ought  to  be  our  future  course,  circum- 
stanced as  the  nation  was.  True,  it  might  be  neces- 
saryjin  order  to  ascertain  this,  to  refer  somewhat  to 
the  past,  but  only  for  the  sake  of  being  thereby  the 
better  guided  as  to  the  future.  There  was  one  fun- 
damental inquiry,  which  seemed  to  have  been  to- 
tally overlooked  throughout  almost  this  entire 
discussion,  and  that  was,  whether  the  war  was  in 
itself  just  or  unjust;  for,  if  the  war  was  essentially 
unjust,  then  the  course  of  duty  was  clear  and  plain. 
We  must  cease  to  do  evil;  we  must  not  only  prose- 
cute the  war  no  further,  but  we  must  retrace  our 
steps;  we  must  recall  our  armies;  we  must  restore 
to  Mexico  every  foot  of  her  territory,  and  we  must 
tender  to  her  ample  indemnity  for  the  unmerited 
evils  we  had  inflicted.  Mr.  S.  would  have  no  part 
in  any  unjust  war.  But  if  the  war  was  just  and 
right  in  its  principle,  and  the  injuries  we  had  re- 
ceived and  the  expense  to  which  we  had  been  sub- 
jected in  redressing  them  conferred  on  us  rights,  as 
the  injured  party,  then  we  might  and  ought  to  en- 
force them. 

The  subject  first  to  be  inquired  into,  then,  was 
v/hether,  in  the  existing  war,  it  was  the  United 
States  or  Mexico  which  "  had  her  quarrel  just." 
But  this  was  scarcely  a  debatable  question.  Even 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  had  themselves 
all  along  virtually  admitted  that,  as  to  the  principle 
of  the  war,  we  were  in  the  right.  Yes;  even  the 
resolution  itself,  which  declared  that  the  President 
had  commenced  the  war  in  an  unjust,  unnecessary, 
and  unconstitutional  manner,  carefully  avoided  de- 
nying the  justice  of  the  war  itself.  Indeed,  they 
could  not  but  so  view  it,  else  how  could  they  con- 
sistently or  conscientiously  vote  the  supplies  to 
carry  it  on  ?  Say  what  gentlemen  pleased  against 
the  President  or  his  motives,  when  gentlemen  gave 
their  votes  to  carry  on  an  existing  war,  their  vote 
spoke  loudly  in  the  people's  ear,  that  they  viewed 
the  war  as  in  itself  just  and  right.  Mr.  S.  said 
that  he  did  not,  indeed,  attach  so  much  importance 
to  the  vote  first  given,  declaring  that  war  existed 
by  the  act  of  Mexico;  but,  whatever  might  be  said 
about  the  duress  under  which  that  vote  had  been 
given,  the  whole  course  of  gentlemen  ever  since 
admitted  of  no  ambiguity  as  to  what  were  their  real 
sentiments  of  the  struggle  in  which  their  country 
was  engaged.    No  gentleman  on  the  oilier  side,  or 
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any  side,  of  tlie  House,  had  yet  ventured  to  affirm, 
directly,  and  in  so  many  words,  that  we  are  eii- 
gao-ed  ill  an  unjust  war,  before  the  remarks  of  the 
ffenilemari  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Schen'ck]  the  other 
day,  since  when,  a  like  assertion  had  been  made 
by  others. 

But  Mr.  S.  would  look  beyond  the  declaration 
of  gentlemen  of  either  [jarty.  In  Judging  on  this 
question,  it  was  necessary  to  look  at  the  condition 
of  things  which  jireceded  the  war — not  at  the  ac- 
tual commencement  of  hostilities,  but  at  the  status 
belli  itself;  for  the  one  of  these  things  might,  and 
often  did,  exist  without  the  oilier,  as  was  the  case 
after  a  public  declaration  of  war  had  been  made  by 
one  or  both  of  two  nations  whose  forces  had  not 
yet  met  in  conflict;  or,  in  the  midst  of  a  continued 
war,  in  the  depth  of  winter,  when  the  armies  on 
both  sides  were  in  winter  quarters,  and  no  actual 
fighting  was  going  on.  Here  were  no  hostilities, 
but  yet  there  was  a  state  of  war.  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  there  might  be  actual  hostiliues,  and 
yet  no  status  belli;  a  familiar  illustration  of  which 
occurred  in  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake  and  the 
Little  Belt,  and  in  that  of  the  attack  on  the  steamer 
Caroline.  In  neither  of  those  casts  had  war  been 
recognized  as  existing  by  either  nation,  though 
their  subjects  had  been  killing  each  other. 

But  how  had  lliis  state  of  war  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  jNlexico  been  brought  about?  At 
the  time  when  the  resolution  for  the  annexation  of 
Texas  was  pending  before  Congress,  those  op- 
posed to  that  measure  had  constantly  affirmed  that 
the  passage  of  that  resolution,  or  at  least  its  carry- 
ing out,  in  the  actual  annexation  of  that  province, 
not  only  would  lead  to  war,  but  was  virtually  war 
itself — in  annexing  Texas  we  "  annexed  a  war 
with  Mexico."  Well,  if  those  gentlemen  were 
correct  in  their  doctrine,  (and  Mr.  S.  was  not 
going  to  deny  that  they  were,  and  the  same  doc- 
trine was  avowed  now,)  then  there  needed  no 
actual  formal  declaration  of  war  to  constitute  a 
state  of  war  between  the  United  States  and  Mex- 
ico; all  that  was  necessary  was  to  pass  the  joint 
resolution,  or,  at  furthest,  to  carry  out  and  consum- 
mate that  resolution  into  actual  practical  annex- 
ation. 

Nor  were  declarations  of  war  by  both  parties 
necessary  to  two  nations  being  in  a  state  of  war 
with  each  other.  Should  France  declare  war 
against  the  United  States,  might  not  the  President 
at  once,  without  waiting  for  the  formality  of  a 
declaration  on  our  part,  move  the  army  and  navy 
of  the  United  States  against  a  declared  enemy.' 
Most  certainly.  Nor  would  any  declaration  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  be  necessary.  For 
what  was  a  declaration  of  war  }  Was  it  anything 
more  than  this,  a.  declaration  by  the  coinpeient 
authority  that  war  existed  ?  The  purpose  of  the 
declaration  was  a  notice  to  neutral  nations  and  to 
our  own  people  to  avoid  trading  in  articles  contra- 
band of  war,  and  to  protect  their  own  persons  and 
property  against  attack. 

Ihe  custom  of  making  a  solemn  public  formal 
declaration  of  war  was  derived,  as  every  one 
knew,  from  the  practice  of  the  Romans,  who,  in 
the  spirit  of  fairness  to  an  adversary,  sent  a  her- 
ald to  the  frontiers  of  the  hostile  nation,  and  gave 
them  warning  that  Rome  was  at  war  with  them, 
and  they  might  act  accordingly.  Wherever  suffi- 
cient notice  was  given  that  a  state  of  war  actually 
existed,  such  notice  was  equivalent  to  a  declaration 
of  war.  Well,  Texas  had  been  annexed,  and  was 
recognized  as  constituting  an  iTitcgral  ])art  of  the 
United  States.  She  merged  her  nationality  in  ours, 
and  we  became  one  people.  Now,  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side,  after  the  ground  they  had  so  often 
taken  while  the  annexation  resolution  was  pend- 
ing, would  hardly  now  deny  that  by  the  event  of 
annexation  a  state  of  war  was  created  between  us 
and  Mexico. 

And  Mexico  herself  had  ever  since  taken  the 
same  ground.  Her  mouth  had  been  clo.sed;  she 
never  said  that  the  President's  order  to  the  troops 
to  advance  to  the  Rio  Grande  was  th^  commence- 
ment of  war  between  her  and  us.  cShe  inade  no 
distinction  between  the  territory  on  the  east  and  on 
the  west  of  the  Nueces;  she  claimed  the  whole 
country  up  to  the  S.ibinc.  To  say  that  the  order 
to  advance  the  army  opposite  Matamoros  was  the 
beginning  of  the  jircsent  war  was  an  afterthought, 
invented  by  Whig  gentlemen  seemingly  to  shield 
the  Mexicans  from  blame  and  cast  it  all  on  the 
President. 

Notwithstanding  the  long  silence  of  Mexico  on 


the  subject  of  our  claims  against  her,  no  sooner  did 
she  learn  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  was  pro- 
posed than  she  manifested  feelings  of  hostility, 
and  gave  public  notice  to  our  Government  that,  if 
the  project  of  annexation  should  be  actually  carried 
out,  the  relations  of  amity  between  the  two  nations 
would  be  disturbed.  On  the  28th  of  August  an 
official  notification  was  addressed  by  the  Mexican 
minister  to  our  Secretary  of  State  that  his  Govern- 
ment would  consider  the  incorporation  of  Texas 
into  the  Union  as  an  act  of  war.  [Here  Mr.  S. 
read  the  document.]  This  was  a  public,  solemn, 
official  notice  to  our  Government,  that  on  a  given 
contingency  a  stale  of  war  would  exist.  On  the 
23d  of  November,  Mr.  Almonte  v.'rote  to  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan, that  if  the  annexation  was  sanctioned  by 
this  Government,  Mexico  would  consider  it  as  an 
aggression,  his  mission  to  this  Government  would 
be  ended,  and  Mexico  was  determined  in  that  case 
to  declare  war  against  us.  [Mr.  S.  here  quoted 
the  document.]  These  were  distinct  official  noti- 
fications, and  were  in^all  respect  equivalent  to  a 
contingent  declaration  of  war;  war  was  declared  to 
be  suspended  on  a  contingency  which  afterwards 
happened. 

There  were,  moreover,  domestic  declarations 
by  the  Mexican  Government  to  the  same  effect. 
With  these,  to  be  sure,  we  as  a  nation  had  nothing 
to  do;  but  they  went  to  show  a  uniform  and  de- 
liberate design  on  the  part  of  Mexico  to  consider 
annexation  as  war.  After  these  official  acts,  how 
could  Mexico  say  that  the  status  belli  did  not  exist 
the  very  moment  annexation  should  be  consum- 
mated.' And,  in  fact,  she  never  did  say  so.  Mex- 
ico never  had  disavowed  the  ground  assumed  in 
the  notices  to  which  he  had  alluded.  Slie  never  had 
declared,  either  at  home  or  to  us,  that  she  did  not 
mean  to  consider  herself  as  at  war  with  the  United 
States  immediately  on  the  annexation  of  Texas. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  over  the 
way,  had  said  that  Mexico,  who  might  choose  to 
consider  it  war  or  not,  elected  to  be  at  peace  with 
us;  while  the  gentleman,  at  the  same  time,  adhered 
to  the  doctrine  that  annexation  was  virtual  war. 
Mr.  S.  admitted,  indeed,  that  Mexico  agreed  to 
receive  from  us  a  commissioner  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion of  boundary;  but  he  asked  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  to  tell  him  where  that  gentleman  found 
the  reception  of  such  a  functionary  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  a  state  of  war  between  two  nations.' 
There  was  no  incompatibility,  no  inconsistency 
between  them;  and  in  fact  Mexico  never  had  dis- 
avowed the  state  of  war,  but,  on  the  contrary,  had 
reiterated  the  declaration  again  and  again. 

On  the  12lh  June,  Santa  Anna  issued  a  procla- 
mation— not  addressed  to  us,  but  of  a  domestic 
character,  and  with  which,  thereibre,  we  had  noth- 
ing to  do,  and  which  we  were  not  bound  to  notice; 
but  it  went  to  show  that  Mexico  herself  thought 
annexation  to  be  war.  The  proclamation  stated 
that  Mexico  was  mustering  forces,  and  was  about 
again  to  commence  a  campaign  against  Texas.  On 
the  6th  March,  1845,  Almonte  addressed  an  offi- 
cial note  to  our  Government  demanding  his  pass- 
ports. [Mr.  S.  quoted  the  document.)  Did  this 
look  like  "  electing  to  be  at  peace.'"  Not  at  all. 
On  the  4th  June,  1845,  Herrera  also  issued  a  do- 
mestic proclamation,  in  which  he  declared  that  our 
net  of  annexation  did  not  destroy  the  rights  of 
Mexico  over  Texas,  and  that  she  was  resolved  to 
enforce  them.  And,  still  more,  on  the  12th  July 
the  Mexican  Minister  of  War  and  Marine  issued 
the  following.  [Here  Mr.  S.  quoted  the  docu- 
ment, in  which  he  declares  that  the  perfidy  of  the 
United  States  had  consummated  the  act  of  annex- 
ation, and  that  Mexico  could  not  tolerate  such  an 
indignity,  and  was  resolved  to  declare  war  against 
the  United,States.] 

And  yet,  said  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
Mexico  elected  peace.  Now,  at  this  time,  when 
this  last  proclamation  was  issued,  General  Taylor 
was  not  at  Corpus  Christi;  he  had  not  even  ad- 
vanced as  far  as  the  Nueces.  And  yet,  said  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  Mexico  elected  |ieace! 
it  was  true  that  Mexico  did  not  immediately  com- 
mence hostilities;  she  delayed  with  the  lingering 
hope  *  *  *.  But  Herrera 's  administration  waK 
overthrown,  and  the  avowed  object  of  the  revolu- 
tion which  overthrew  him  was  to  institute  more 
hostile  proceedings  against  the  United  States.  I'a- 
redes  succeeded  him,  and  shortly  after  his  election 
he  produced  a  domestic  proclamation,  and  that 
proclamation  was  relied  u])on  on  the  other  side  of 
this  Hall  as  giving  an  indication  of  nis  peaceful 


disposition.  Now  that  proclamation  was  not  one 
addressed  to  this  Government.  It  was  wholly  a 
domestic  uftnir.  ft  was  true'  that  in  that  procla- 
mation Paredes  said  it  was  not  in  his  power  to 
declare  war,  and  Mexico  had  not  and  would  not 
make  aggressions  on  the  United  States.  But,  at 
the  same  time,  Paredes  declared  that  the  Mexican 
GoTernment  never  would  recognize  the  rights  of 
the  United  States  to  any  part  of  Texas;  that  it  was 
still  their  own,  and  that  they  would  enforce  their 
rights  to  it  by  arms.  He  was  at  that  time  raising 
a  large  army,  and  had  it  upon  the  banks  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  and  Mexican  papers,  printed  in  the 
city  of  Mexico,  avowed  that  the  object  wa^  to 
march  to  the  Nueces.  Now,  he  cared  not  what 
the  domestic  declarations  of  Paredes  were.  We 
were  to  judge  from  the  declarations  given  to  us;  we 
were  to  judge  from  their  acts.  It  mattered  not,  as 
was  correctly  remarked  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Collamer,]  what  a 
man's  intentions  might  be,  if  his  acts  did  not  cor- 
respond with  them.  We  were  to  judge  from  acts. 
Paredes  said  in  his  proclamation  that  the  time  for 
temporizing  had  passed;  that  Texas  having  been 
annexed  to  this  country,  the  time  for  hostilities 
iiad  come. 

Now,  was  there  anything  unjust  in  the  United 
States  to  lake  them  at  their  word^to  believe,  when 
Mexico  proclaimed  the  existence  of  a  state  of  war, 
and  her  intention  to  prosecute  it  and  drive  off  the 
invaders,  as  she  styled  us,  from  the  entire  country 
of  Texas,  that  she  meant  what  she  said. 

But  on  the  ]8th  April,  1846,  Paredes  issued  the 
order  to  Arista,  who  was  then  in  command  of  the 
army  of  the  North,  in  which  he  declared  thai  hos- 
tilities should  be  commenced.  He  argued  that  in 
either  case — whether  Paredes  at  that  time  knew  of 
the  advance  of  the  army  under  General  Taylor  to 
the  Rio  Grande  or  not — that  advance  was  liot  the 
cause  of  the  issuing  of  the  orders  of  Paredes  and 
of  his  warlike  movements. 

He  asked,  then,  whether  Mexico  had  not  de- 
barred herself,  after  this  official  notice  to  our  Grov- 
ernment,  which  she  had  never  retracted,  from 
saying  anything  else  of  the  commencement  of  the 
state  of  war,  of  the  cause  of  it,  than  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas.'  And  if,  by  her  declarations,  by 
her  military  preparations  and  movements,  all  cor- 
responding with  these  declarations,  she  induced 
us  to  anticipate  her  attack,  had  we  done  anything 
inconsistent  with  right  and  prudence.' 

He  had  thus  far  discussed  this  question  as  be- 
tween Mexico  and  the  United  States.  He  had  not 
averted  to  the  acts  of  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  which  had  been  so  much  discussed  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  because  it  was  immate- 
rial. The  inquiry  was  between  us  and  the  Mex- 
ican Government,  and  it  mattered  not  whether  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States  was  justifiable  or 
not.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York 
had  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  this  war  was 
unjustifiable  in  a  most  singular  manner — by  look- 
ing at  the  acts  of  the  President  through  the  dis- 
torted medium  of  party.  He  said  that  the  act  of 
the  President,  in  commencing  the  war,  as  he 
alleged  he  commenced  it,  was  unnecessary  and 
unconstitutional,  and  he  therefore  concluded  that 
the  war  was  unjust.  There  never  was  a  greater 
mistake  and  fallacy  of  reasoning.  If  the  order  of 
the  13th  January,  1846,  was  a  palpable  violation 
of  the  Constitution,  it  did  not  prove  that  the  war 
was  unjust.  Suppose  the  French  Government 
were  to  land  an  invading  army  on  the  coast  of 
South  Carolina,  and  that  the  President,  without 
consulting  Congress,  should  raise  an  army  and 
borrow  money  to  resist  this  invasion,  his  acts 
would  be  clearly  unconstitutional  and  unnecessary. 
But  would  the  quarrel  from  that  rea.?on,  as  be- 
tween us  and  France,  from  this  cause  be  unjust  on 
our  part.'  He  apprehended  that  the  fallacy  on  the 
part  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  tlie  House 
was  in  not  distinguishing  between  the  acts  of  the 
Executive  and  of  the  nation. 

Mexico  had  always  protested  against  the  annex- 
ation of  Texas.  She  gave,  and  liad  never  with- 
drawn, her  official  notice  that  that  act  produced  a 
state  of  war.  Now,  was  the  defence  of  Mexico 
tenable.'  Was  she  justifiable,  from  the  reason 
which  she  herself  gave  in  assuming  a  position 
which  inevitably  led  to  the  commencement  of  hos- 
tilities.' Texas  was  annexed.  He  would  not  stop 
to  discuss  the  expediency  or  the  propriety  of  that 
annexation.  That  had  already  amply  been  done. 
Texas  had  become  one  of  us,  and  she  never  would 
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be  separated  from  us.  No  day-dreamer  imagined 
the  possibility  of  it.  But  Mexico  put  her  defence 
for  commencing  the  war  upon  the  annexation  of 
Texas.  This  was  the  ground  which  she  first 
tool{,and  which  she  had  always  maintiiined  as  her 
justification.  He  briefly  referred  to  the  history 
of  Texas  as  an  independent  republic — so  vindi- 
cated by  herself  at  San  Jacinto,  and  so  acknowl- 
edged by  England,  France,  and  the  United  Slates 
— to  show  that  Mexico  had  no  cause  of  com- 
plaint when  she  chose  to  annex  herself  to  the 
United  States.  There  were  many  who  doubted 
about  the  expediency  of  the  annexation  of  Texas, 
bm  no  one,  as  far  as  he  knew,  doubted  in  regard 
to  its  justice,  and  the  injustice  of  Mexico  com- 
plaining of  it  and  making  it  cause  of  war.  If  par- 
ticular authority  was  wantins:  on  this  point  he 
could  refer  to  a  distinguished  Senator,  who,  after 
having  vainly  opposed  the  annexation  of  Texas,  de- 
clared that  it  was  no  just  cause  of  hostilities  on  the 
part  of  Mexico.  Well,  if  it  was  not,  the  only 
excuse  which  Mexico  ever  set  up  was  swept  from 
beneath  her.    The  injustice  of  this  war  was  hers. 

If  the  war,  then,  was  just  on  our  side,  we  had 
the  moral,  the  acknowledged  right  to  indemnity 
for  expenses  in  maintainingour  just  cause.  There 
could  be  no  doubt  about  this.  It  was  a  doctrine 
acknowledged  by  the  laws  of  nations;  it  was  a 
universal  practice  among  nations;  it  appealed  to 
every  man's  sense  of  right.  He  could  not  stop  to 
discuss  this  question.  He  would  not  undertake 
to  declare  the  extent  of  the  indemnity  which  we 
■  should  require.  There  was  no  earthly  tribunal  to 
adjudicate  upon  the  disputes  of  nations,  and  deter- 
mine their  rights.  That  must  be  left  to  the  sense 
of  justice  of  the  victorious  nation;  and  to  that  he 
was  willing  to  leave  it.  It  should  be  settled  with 
justice  to  ourselves  and  magnanimity  towards  Mex- 
ico. He  was  not  insensible  to  the  loss  of  life  in- 
curred in  this  war.  The  bones  of  many  of  his 
fellow-townsmen  slept  in  Mexican  graves.  He 
was  not  insensible  to  the  distress  of  families,  to  the 
accumulation  of  national  debt,  to  the  increase  of 
taxes,  and,  more  than  all,  to  the  injury  to  the  pub- 
lic morals;  and  he  would  avert  these  evils  from  the 
country  as  soon  as  it  could  be  done  consistently 
with  honor  and  justice. 

But  it  had  been  argued  that  indemnity  was  nol 
within  our  power — in  money,  in  land,  or  in  any 
other  way.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont. [Mr.  CoLLAMER,]  to  wliom  he  had  listened 
with  great  attention,  had  told  them  that  the  whole 
_  of  the  Mexican  territory  had  long  since  been  grant- 
ed away;  that  we  could  not  take  from  individuals 
their  private  property,  and  therefore  that  we  could 
get  no  indemnity  in  land.  He  agreed  with  the  gen- 
tleman that  we  could  not  take  from  individuals  the 
lands  which  the  Mexican  Government  had  granted 
bona  fide;  and  he  was  inclined  to  think  that  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  Mexican  lands  were  already 
in  the  hands  of  individLials.  But  he  dissented  en- 
tirely from  the  position  that  indemnity  was  not  to 
be  obtained  even  if  the  fee  simple  to  territory  were 
not  acquired.  Was  sovereignty  nothing?  That  sov- 
ereignty which  should  give  to  us  the  right  of  emi- 
nent domain,  the  right  over  the  rivers  and  harbors, 
and  thejurisdiction  over  the  country?  Indemnity  in 
sovereignty,  and  sovereignty  alone,  had  been  the 
ordinary  mode  in  which  satisfaction  had  been  ob- 
tained in  modern  times.  History  was  full  of  such 
cases.  For  hundreds  of  years  it  had  not  been  pos- 
sible to  obtain  indemnity  in  any  other  way  in 
Europe.  Had  not  the  fee  simple  of  a  single  acre 
of  land  been  obtained  when  we  purchased  Louisi- 
ana, was  not  the  sovereignty  over  the  territory 
and  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  from  its 
mouth  to  its  source  more  valuable  than  aught  else? 
Now,  the  acquisition  of  the  sovereignty  over  New 
Me'Xico  and  California  would  give  us  a  free  mar- 
ket for  our  manufactures  and  agricultural  produc- 
tions, the  right  of  their  rivers  and  harbors,  and 
all  the  commercial  advantages  resulting  therefrom. 
These  would  be  of  great  value,  though  he  did  not 
say  they  would  be  as  much  as  the  like  rights  in 
Louisiana.  We  might,  then,  obtain  indemnity  in 
sovereignty,  even  though  that  sovereignty  did  not 
include  the  fee  simple  of  one  acre  of  land. 

But,  said  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont, if  we  acquire  New  Mexico  and  California, 
we  are  liable  to  become  responsible  for  a  large 
amount  of  debts.  Whether  he  meant  the  debts  of 
the  State  which  we  might  acquire,  or  the  debts  of 
the  General  Government  of  Mexico,  he  (Mr.  S.) 
did  not  know.     But,  be  this  as  it  might,  he  dis- 


sented entirely  from  the  doctrine.  If  we  obtained 
any  part  of  Mexico,  we  obtained  it  as  indemnity — 
as  satisfaction  for  past  debts.  How,  then,  could  we 
be  liable  for  the  debts  which  were  due  to  others? 
It  was  but  the  ordinary  case  of  two  creditors.  Was 
the  one  who  obtained  satisfaction  for  his  demands 
under  any  lialiility  to  pay  the  other,  although  his 
demands  might  exhaust  all  the  property  of  the . 
debtor? 

But  the  doctrine  was  one  eminently  dangerous 
to  the  peace  of  the  world.  A  nation's  debt  might 
be  vastly  more  than  the  value  of  its  lands,  and 
such  a  nation  might  commit  aggressions  upon 
others  at  pleasure,  without  being  compelled  to 
make  indemnity. 

But  we  had  been  referred  to  Vattel  for  authority 
on  this  point.  It  was  true,  he  laid  down  that  for 
a  conqueror  to  refuse  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  na- 
tion he  had  subdued,  would  be  to  rob  its  innocent 
creditors.  Now,  he  was  but  a  commentator,  and 
might  lay  down  doctrines  which  were  unsound. 
And,  moreover,  he  was  speaking  of  conquest, 
without  reference  to  the  object  for  which  that  con- 
quest was  made.  He  had  not  in  view  cases  where 
that  object  was  indemnity — satisfaction  for  past 
indebtedness.  The  principle  could  not  be  sus- 
tained. The  laws  of  nations  were  but  the  laws  of 
nature  applied  to  nations;  and  we  should  search  in 
vain  in  the  laws  of  nature  or  the  usage  of  civilized 
nations  for  any  such  liability  as  Vattel  assumed  to 
exist.  He  appealed  to  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  who  maintained  this  doctrine,  to  show  any 
single  instance  in  the  history  of  nations  in  which 
it  was  recognized.  No  'such  solitary  usage  was 
to  be  found.  Vattel,  it  was  true,  did  refer  to  one 
case,  and  so  did  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  in 
his  speech — the  case  of  the  conquest  of  Silesia  by 
Frederick  the  Great.  The  gentleman  said  that 
there  the  King  of  England  demanded  the  payment 
of  debts  due  from  Silesia,  and  that  after  some  shuf- 
fling Prussia  paid  them.  He  (Mr.  S.)  referred  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  denied  that  it 
was  one  of  conquest.  There  was  no  pretence  of 
conquest,  but  all  the  title  which  Prussia  acquired 
was  by  treaty,  apd  the  liability  of  Prussia  for  the 
debts  of  the  conquered  country  was  voluntarily 
assumed  cotemporaneously  with  the  treaty.  If 
the  assumption  had  been  made  subsequently,  there 
might  have  been  some  pretence  for  claiming  it  as  a 
precedent  to  establish  this  doctrine. 

He  repeated  that  no  solitary  case  was  to  be  found 
in  history  which  went  to  prove  the  liability  of  a 
conquering  nation,  or  a  nation  obtaining  territory 
by  treaty  for  indemnity,  being  liable  to  pay  the 
debts  of  the  conquered  country;  and  he  therefore 
totally  denied  the  assumption  which  was  made  by 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  that  if  we  obtained 
any  part  of  Mexico,,  we  were  liable  for  her  debts. 

He  had  now,  he  thought,  vindicated  our  right 
to  indemnity. 

But  it  was  said  that  such  was  not  the  object  of 
the  President;  that,  notwithstanding  his  re])eated 
avowals,  his  paramount  object  behind  all  this  was 
to  build  up  his  own  fame  by  the  extension  of  our 
territorial  limits.  This  was  inferred  from  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Trist,  in  his  correspondence  with  the 
Mexican  commissioners,  required  as  a  sine  qua 
non  that  certain  provi/ices  of  Mexico  should  be 
ceded.  Now,  it  was  admitted  on  all  hands  that 
indemnity,  that  satisfaction  for  past  indebtedness, 
could  alone  be  obtained  by  taking  territory.  If 
territory  were  obtained  for  this  purpose,  and  we 
agreed  to  jjay  all  that  the  territory  was  worth  more 
than  our  demands,  was  it  for  that  reason  any  the 
less  indemnity?  To  illustrate  this  principle  by  a 
case  in  private  life:  two  farmers  own  land  adjacent 
to  each  other;  one  has  received  an  injury  from  the 
other;  it  is  proposed  to  settle  the  difficulty:  the 
aggressor  cannot  pay  in  money,  but  offers  to  pay 
in  land,  and  to  set  off  one  of  his  fields  adjoining 
the  injured  party;  but  it  being  more  in  value  than 
the  damages,  the  party  receiving  it  pays  the  ex- 
cess—was  not  that  a  case  of  indemnity  ?  Was  it 
a  case  to  produce  dissatisfaction  ?  Why  apply  a 
different  principle  to  the  transactions  of  nations  ? 
That  which  was  just  and  right  between  individuals 
was  so  between  nations.  In  taking  territory  there 
was  an  obvious  propriety  in  observing  political  and 
natural  boundaries.  If  we  take  that  which  is  ad- 
jacent to  us,  he  was  unable  to  see  why  it  was  any 
the  less  indemnity,  because,  in  taking  it  by  such 
boundaries,  we  acquired  a  larger  amount  than  was 
sufficient  to  meet  our  demands,  and  paid  over  the 
differeuce. 


But  it  was  said,  it  was  compelling  Mexico  to 
.sell  us  her  territory — that  it  was  enforcing  a  pur- 
chase at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  He  denied  that 
it  was  any  such  thing',  although  it  v/as  so  declared 
in  the  language  of  the  Mexican  commissioners. 
Was  it  any  more  unjust  to  compel  her  to  pay  in 
territory  (she  having  nothing  else  to  pay)  than  it 
would  be  out  of  her  national  treasury,  in  case  she 
had  the  means. 

He  would  now  briefly  turn  to  another  consid- 
eration which  had  been  pressed  upon  us.  The 
impression  had  been  made  within  this  Hall,  by 
speeches  delivered  here,  and  existed  to  a  consider- 
able extent,  that  peace  is  immediately  within  our 
power,  and  has  been  all  along.  Numerous  memo- 
rials, respectably  signed,  had  been  presented  to  this 
House,  asking  us  to  take  measures  for  peace. 
What  measures  they  did  not  say.  They  only  ask 
what  all  desire — for  he  thought  there  was  no  divi- 
sion of  opinion  on  this  subject.  All  wished  for 
peace.  The  question  was,  what  measure  could  be 
taken  to  bring  about  a  just  and  honorable  peace? 
It  was  an  achievement  of  no  little  difficulty.  War 
was  easily  commenced;  it  needed  the  act  of  only 
one  party.  Peace  was  a  matter  of  much  more  dif- 
ficult attainment.  It  needed  the  assent  of  both 
parties,  and  that,  too,  while  both  parties  were  ex- 
cited by  the  sense  of  past  and  present  injuries,  or 
supposed  injuries. 

But  it  was  said  peace  was  within  our  power,  as 
was  proved  by  the  counter  projel  submitted  to  Mr. 
Trist  by  the  Mexican  commissioners.  He  admit- 
ted such  a  peace  might  easily  be  procured.  But 
was  it  a  peace  which  would  be  satisfactory  to  hon- 
orable gentlemen  who  are  so  forward  to  accuse  the 
Administration  of  a  reluctance  to  make  peace?  Let 
them  refer  for  a  moment  to  the  terms  of  that  projet. 
The  Mexican  commissioners  did  indeed  offer  to 
relinquish  all  east  of  the  Nueces;  but  that  was  ours 
already.  They  did  offer  to  cede  a  part  of  Mexico 
at  a  stipulated  price,  but  they  made  no  abatement 
for  the  Mexican  debts  and  injuries,  and  for  the 
expenses  of  the  war.  We,  on  our  side,  were  to 
relinquish  all  our  claims  to  that  part  of  Texas 
which  lies  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande. 
He  further  proceeded  to  show,  that  if  we  had  yield- 
ed to  the  extraordinary  propositions  submitted,  to 
pay  for  the  territory  east  of  the  Nueces,  and  for 
indemnities  to  Mexican  citizens  for  injuries  which 
they  had  sustained  from  our  troops,  and  for  duties 
on  goods  introduced  into  Mexican  ports,  we  should 
have  been  acknowledging  that  we  had  prosecuted 
an  unjust  war,  and  bringing  disgrace  on  our  own 
heads.  These  very  propositions,  he  thought,  sat- 
isfactorily showed  that  peace  with  Mexico  was 
not  within  our  own  power,  and  that  something 
remained  to  be  done  before  peace  could  be  secured. 
On  these  points,  however,  he  should  be  compelled 
to  defer  his  remarks.  He  thought  he  had  showed 
that  our  cause  and  our  quarrel  was  just,  and  con- 
sequently we  have  certain  rights  which  we  ought 
to  enforce.  The  means  by  which  that  should  be 
done  he  would  leave  with  those  with  whom  theCon- 
stitution  had  placed  it.  Whether  the  treaty  which 
was  understood  to  be  imder  consideration  at  the 
other  end  of  the  Capitol  secured  all  our  rights,  he 
would  not  undertake  to  say.  He  was  willing  to 
leave  the  settlement  of  its  details  to  the  treaty- 
making  power. 

Mr.  S.  was  continuing  his  remark.s  on  this 
branch  of  the  subject  when  his  hour  expired. 

Mr,  CABELL  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  com- 
menced by  saying,  that  during  the  short  period  he 
had  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  upon  this  floor,  from 
which  he  was  excluded  by  the  ruthless  spirit  of 
party,  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  was  en- 
gaged in  a  discussion  of  the  questions  involved  in 
the  "  Oregon  controversy."  The  universal  topic 
of  conversation  here  and  throughout  the  country — 
the  subject  of  absorbing  interest  to  every  class  of 
our  community — was  the  probability  of  a  war  with, 
England.  Well  did  he  recollect  the  agitating  and 
painful  suspense  in  which  the  public  mind  was  held 
during  the  first  two  months  of  the  first  session  of 
the  last  Congress.  The  danger  of  a  conflict  with 
England  seemed  imminent.  In  the  language  of  a 
distinguished -Senator,  it  appeared  that  "  war  was 
inevitable."  And  if  theopinionsexin-essed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  measures 
recommended  by  him,  had  been  approved  by  Con- 
gress, war  would  have  been  the  neccssnrij consequence. 
He  declared  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the 
whole  country  to  54°  40'  "  clear  and  unquestion- 
able;" that  the  time  for  negotiation  had  passed; 
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that  the  ri^lils  of  this  Government  should  be  as- 
serted at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  All  wlio  talked 
of  compromise  and  negotiation  were  denounced  as 
bein?  under  foreign  inriuences — :\s  Btiiish  Whigs. 

Fortunately  for  the  country — fortunately  for  the 
world — these  denuiiriations  were  not  heeded.  Tiie 
Senate  of  the  United  Stales  advised  the  President 
to  recede  from  his  extreme  and  untenable  position. 
Wise  counsels  prevailed.  The  conservatisrn  of  the 
Senate  saved  us  from  the  dreadful  calamity  of  a 
war  wiilt  the  most  powerful  nation  of  the  earth. 
The  question  icas  settled  by  negotiation,  and  that 
very  Ime  of  compromise  was  adopted  for  the  advo- 
cacy of  which  the  Whig  party  was  denounced  as 
"  traitors  .'" 

The  heart  of  the  patriot  swelled  with  joy  and 
thankfulness  that  the  peace  of  the  world  was  not 
to  be  disturbed.  But,  if  the  President  was  sincere 
in  the  opinion  that  the  title  of  this  Government  to 
the  whole  of  Oregon  was  "  clear  and  unquestion- 
able," tlien  was  he  derelict  of  liis  duty,  false  to  his 
country;  if  he  was  not  sincere,  then  was  he  guilty 
of  deception  utterly  unworthy  the  high  station  he 
occupies. 

Upon  the  final  happy  settlement  of  this  contro- 
versy, against  the  recommendation  of  the  President, 
and  in  spite  of  his  etforts  to  defeat  it,  his  friends 
and  flatterers,  parasites  of  Executive  greatness, 
raised  the  cry  of  hallelujah,  and  shouted  glory  to 
oiu'  great  and  mighty  President.  He  has  achieved 
by  peaceful  negotiations  what  other  Presidents 
labored  in  vain  to  accomplish! 

At^er  the  lapse  of  two  years,  he  (Mr.  C.)  again 
took  his  place  among  the  Representatives  of  the 
people,  having  ajipealed  to  his  constituents  to  re- 
verse the  unrighteous  decree  of  a  Democratic  ma- 
jority of  this  House;  and  triumjihantly  had  the 
people  of  Florida  vindicated  the  majesty  of  the  law, 
which  was  so  grossly  violated  in  his  person.  He 
returned  and  found  his  country  involved  in  war — 
not  with  the  powerful  Icingdom  of  Great  Britain, 
but  with  a  feeble  sister  rejiublic — a  war  "  unneces- 
sarily and  luiconsiitutionally  commenced  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States.'"  He  made  this 
declaration  emphatically,  for  the  reason,  as  he  said, 
that  he  was  temporarily  absent  from  the  Hall  when 
the  vote  was  taken  on  the  famous  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Ashmun,] 
and  he  wished  his  position  to  be  distinctly  under- 
stood. 

Had  the  same  course  been  pursued  in  reference 
to  our  relations  with  Mexico  which  was  adopted 
in  the  Oregon  controversy,  war  might  and  would 
liave  been  avoided.  But  this  did  not  comport  with 
the  purposes  and  designs  of  Mr.  Polk.  Hie  had 
"  seen  visions  and  dreamed  dreams"  of  military 
glory.  The  roar  of  the  British  lion  had  somewhat 
'•frightened  liim  from  his  propriety,"  but  tiie  hiss 
of  the  Mexican  serpent  was  witliout  its  terrors. 
And  he  fondly  liojjed  that,  after  precipitating  his 
country  in  war  with  so  t'eeble  a  Power  as  Mexico, 
he  could  easily  wrest  from  her  a  vast  extent  of 
territory,  and,  by  theg-Zocy  of  acquisition,  cover  over 
the  breach  made  in  tlie  Conslituiion  of  his  country. 

Tlie  conduct  of  the  Presideiuof  the  United  States 
justified  these  imputations.  In  the  case  of  Oregon, 
we  had  an  open  question  of  boundary  to  settle, 
which  was  submitted  to  Congress.  And  the  north- 
western boundary  of  the  United  States  was  settled 
by  negotiation.  There  miglit  have  been  some  pal- 
liation for  the  President  if,  on  his  assuming  the 
reins  of  Government,  in  March,  1845,  he  had 
acted  in  accordance  with  his  declared  opinion, 
that  "our  title  to  the  whole  of  Oregon  was  clear 
and  unquestionable,"  and  ordered  the  army  of  the 
United  Stales  to  take  position  on  the  lineof  54°  40'. 
It  might  have  been  said,  that  as  Congress  was  not 
in  sessio7i,and  would  not  convene  for  nine  months, 
there  was  no  reason  for  delay  in  taking  jiossession 
of  a  country  our  right  and  lilk  to  tohich  did  not  ad- 
mil  oj'aqueslion.  But  the  President  did  notchoo.se 
to  take  iliis  res[)onsibiliiy.  He  preferred  to  wait 
and  take  the  advice  of  Congress  as  to  whether  he 
should  cede  to  Great  Britain  more  liian  five  degrees 
of  territory,  which  was  clearly  and  unquestionably 
ours,  or  go  to  war  with  that  Government. 

In  the  case  of  Texas,  we  also  had  a  question  of 
boundary,  which  had  been  designedly  left  open  by 
the  terms  of  the.  joint  resolutions  of  annexation. 
]S'o  man  lias  ventured  to  say  that  the  title  of  the 
United  States  to  the  whole  country  now  claimed 
as  'I'exas  was  "  clear  and  unquestionable."  (Jon- 
gress  had  expressly  left  the  question  open,  to  be 
seilJed  by  negotiation,  because  it  was  uncertain 


how  far  the  western  boundary  of  Texas  extended. 
But  the  President  of  the  United  States,  although 
Congress  was  at  the  lime  in  session,  declined  to  con- 
sult the  Representatives  of  the  people,  lest  thexj 
might  settle  this  question  loo  by  negotiation,  and  thus 
preserve  the  peace  of  the  country,  and  prevent  the 
fulfillment  ol'  those  visions  of  glory  of  which  he 
had  dreamed,  and  deprive  him  of  the  exercise  of 
that  patronage  by  which  he  hoped  to  retain  him- 
self and  friends  in  power. 

The  army  was  ordered  to  take  position  on  the 
Rio  Grande,  in  a  country  which  was  in  undisturb- 
ed possession  of  Mexican  citizens.  The  flag  of 
the  United  States  was  insultingly  unfurled  under 
the  walls  of  an  important  Mexican  city;  our  can- 
non mounted  and  pointed  upon  the  town;  the  mouth 
of  the  Rio  Grande  blockaded ;  and  yet  we  are  grave- 
ly told  that  Mexico  commenced  the  war!  He  did 
not  propose  to  inquire  into  the  justice  of  the  war 
itself,  or  whether  Congress  ought  or  ought  not  to 
have  declared  war  against  Mexico.  It  was  imma- 
terial whether  we  had  just  ground  for  war  or  not. 
It  was  immaterial  whether,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
President,  the  boundary  of  Texas  did  or  did  not 
extend  to  tlie  Rio  Grande;  Congress  had  recognized 
thecountry  between  theNuecesand  iheRioGrande 
as  disputed  territory,  the  right  to  which  was  to  be 
settled  by  negotiation.  The  President  had  no  right 
to  decide  these  questions,  and  to  precipitate  this 
country  in  war.  The  war-making  power  is,  by 
the  Constitution,  vested  in  Congress;  and  if  the 
President  of  the  United  States  involves  his  coun- 
try in  war  with  a  foreign  Power,  he  is  guilty  of  a 
violation  of  that  Consiiiuiion,  ivhether  there  exist 
just  cause  of  loar  or  not. 

He  was  astonished,  when,  a  few  days  ago,  he 
heard  from  a  distinguished  Representative  from 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Rhett,]  that 
the  icar-making  poiuer  was  in  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  Tliis  was  going  further  in  defence 
of  Executive  prerogative  than  he  had  ever  known 
before.  The  President  may  at  his  pleasure  exer- 
cise the  sovereign  prerogative  of  making  war,  and 
Congress  has  no  other  power  than  to  declare  its 
existence.  The  people  of  this  country  would  be 
startled  by  the  annunciation  of  this  doctrine.  But 
it  is  essential  to  relieve  the  President  from  the 
charge  of  an  infraction  of  the  Constitution  he  has 
sworn  to  protect.  That  the  President  did  make 
this  war,  every  candid  mind  will  admit.  The  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  relieves  him  from  the 
charge  of  a  violation  of  the  Constitution,  by  claim- 
ing lor  the  Executive  "  the  war-making"  power. 
In  no  other  way  can  the  President  be  defended. 

Time  would  not  permit  him  to  discuss  this  novel, 
startling,  anti-republican  doctrine.  He  contented 
himself  with  its  statement. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland,  from  the  city  of 
Baltimore,  in  his  able  defence  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  said  that  "  the  Texas  we  annex- 
ed was  the  Texas  revolutionized."  This,  Mr.  C. 
understood  to  be  the  ground  assumed  by  the  Whig 
parly.  He  subscribed  to  it  most  cordially.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  in 
this  House,  and  in  the  Senate,  if  argument  were  ne- 
ces.sary,  had  so  clearly  shown  that  "Texas  revo- 
lutionized" did  not  extend  to  the  Rio  Grande,  that 
not  a  shade  of  doubt  can  rest  upon  the  minds  of 
those  who  are  not  determined  not  to  be  convinced. 
With  deference  to  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore, 
he  would  say  it  seemed  to  him  absurd  to  contend 
that  the  citizens  of  Santa  Fe  had  achieved  a  revo- 
lutionary right  of  independence  of  Mexico.  When 
did  they  revolt;  when  did  they  declare  their  inde- 
pendence of  Mexico;  when  did  they  become  ]iart 
of  "Texas  revolutionized;"  when  did  they  take 
part  in  the  Government  of  Texas;  when  did  they 
cease  to  be  represented  in  the  Mexican  Congress.' 
They  were  Mexicans,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  friendly  to 
the  Mexican  Government;  enemies  of  Texas;  ene- 
mies of  the  United  Stales.  With  no  more  firo- 
priely  can  it  be  said  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Slates  of  New  Mexico  and  Tamaulipas,  on  the 
east  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  were  Tekans.  They 
had  not  revolted  from  Mexico;  they  never  ac- 
knowledged allegiance  to  "  Texas  revolutionized." 
They  look  no  part  iii  the  Texan  revolution.  They 
remained  contented  citizens  of  Slates  of  the  Mex- 
ican Republic,  and  were  rejjresented  in  the  Mexi- 
can Congress.  They  were  in  peaceful  possession 
of  the  country,  quietly  cultivating  the  suil,  imagin- 
ing themselves  Mexicans,  when  General  'I'aylor 
was  ordered  to  break  up  his  camp  at  Corpus  Chris- 
ti.    They  fled  at  ^ihc  approach  of  the  American 


army,  firing  their  houses,  not  dreaming  that  they 
were  Texans,  and  that  by  the  joint  resolution  of 
annexation,  they  had  been  manufactured  into  free 
citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  and  that  General 
Taylor  was  commander  of  an  army  of  their  own 
countrymen. 

"Texas  revolutionized"  extended  beyond  the 
Nueces.  It  embraced  the  valley  of  that  river,  bolh 
banks.  And  Mexicans,  none  but  Mexicans,  con- 
tinued to  occupy  both  banks  of  ths  Rio  Grande. 

It  was  into  this  country  and  among  these  people 
that  the  President  ordered  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  without  consulting  Congress;  arid  it^vas 
thus  that  the  war  with  Mexico  was  begun. 

This  act  of  the  President,  involving  his  country 
in  this  unfortunate  war,  has  been  justly  condemned 
by  the  best  and  wisest  men  of  this  country  as  an 
unconstitutional  exeraise  of  power.  And  for  their 
condemnation  of  this  Executive  act,  they  are  de- 
nounced by  the  defenders  of  Executive  prerogative 
as  traitors!  Those  who  thought  Mr.  Polk's  rec- 
ommendation to  Congress  in  the  mailer  of  the 
Northwestern  boundary  was  unwise  were  branded 
with  the  epithet  of  "  British  Whigs."  All  who 
question  his  policy  now  are  "  Mexican  Whigs.'' 
Even  the  President  has  so  far  forgotten  what  was 
due  to  the  dignity  of  his  exalted  station,  as  to  en- 
gage in  this  disgusting  war  upon  some  of  the 
purest  men  and  truest  patriots  which  this  or  any 
other  country  has  known.  Even  he  has  charac- 
terized their  resistance  to  his  usurpations  and 
encroachments  upon  the  Constitution  as  "  moral 
treason,"  and  fulininated  from  the  throne  the  foul 
libel  that  they  are  "aff'ording  aid  and  comfort  to 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  INGE  here  interrupted  Mr.  Cabkll,  and 
denied  that  the  President  ever  made  such  a  charge, 
and  demanded  proof. 

Mr.  CABELL  was  astonished  that  this  state- 
ment should  be  denied.  He  believed  the  gentle- 
man from  Alabama  was  the  only  person  who 
would  question  the  accuracy  of  the  statement. 
The  fact  was  notorious.  He  would  refer  the  gen- 
tleman to  the  annual  message  of  the  President  to 
Congress  in  December,  1S46.  He  then  contin- 
ued— 

Yes,  sir,  it  has  come  to  this,  that  in  this  "  free 
and  enlightened  land,"  where  the  freedom  of 
thought  and  liberty  of  speech  is  the  pride  and  boast 
of  every  American  citizen,  we  dare  not  whisper  a 
word  of  opposition  to  the  acts  and  policy  of  the 
President  but  that  we  are  traitors  to  our  country. 
We,  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  people — 
sentinels  upon  the  watch-tower,  to  guard  the  ap- 
proaches to  the  Temple  of  Liberty,  to  defend  the 
sacred  Constitution  of  our  country,  the  palladium 
of  our  rights  and  liberties — we  dare  not  give  warning 
of  the  approach  of  danger,  lest  our  voice  may  of- 
fend the  ear  of  a  Democratic  President,  whose  acts 
are  not  to  be  too  closely  scrutinized. 

If  we  condemn  the  proposition  shadowed  forth 
in  the  Government  paper  in  this  city,  to  rob  the 
Catholic  churches  in  Mexico  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  this  war,  and  express  our  indignation  at  the 
sacrilegious  proposal,  we  are  charged  with  treason. 

If  we  charge  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  usurped  the  poiver  of  Congress  and  vio- 
lated the  Constitution  by  making  war  upon  Mexi- 
co, we  hear  the  sound  of  treason  issuing  from  the 
great  organ  of  Democracy  in  this  city — treason, 
treason,  reverberated  through  all  the  organs,  big 
and  little,  down  to  the  vilest  Democratic  banjo  that 
jingles  in  the  remotest  corner  of  the  country. 

We  ask  by  what  authority  did  the  President, 
after  overrunning  Santa  Pe,  New  Mexico,  and  Cali- 
fornia, .send  his  satraps  to  establish  civil  govern- 
ments in  foreign  teii-itorics,  and  proclaim  the  in- 
habitants thereof  "  citizens  of  the  United  States," 
and  "one  with  our  people!  The  only  response 
is  "  treason."  » 

In  the  progress  of  this  war  we  find  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  without  the  sanction  of  Con- 
gress, without  even  asking  their  authority,  laying 
and  collecting  taxes,  duties,  and  imposts  in  Mex- 
ico, establishing  a  tariff  for  the  ports  of  Mexico,  to 
raise  and  provide  means  for  carrying  on  the  war, 
and  claiming  the  right  to  disburse  the  money  so 
raised  at  his  discretion,  without  the  authority  of 
Congress.  He  first  makes  the  war,  then  seeks  to 
carry  it  on  in  such  manner  as  to  make  money 
with  which  to  prosecute  it  further;  makes  war  to 
make  money;  makes  money  to  make  war.  These 
measures  may  be  right  in  themselves;  but  has  the 
President  the  right  to  adopt  them  ivithout  the  assent 


^ 


1848. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


427 


of  Congress  ?  If  he  has,  then  may  he  at  any  time 
involve  his  country  in  war;  and  if,  in  this  way, 
money  enough  can  be  raised  to  defray  its  expense, 
he  may  laugh  at  any  attempt  of  Congress  to  arrest 
its  progress. 

But  it  is  said  we  must  not  question  the  propriety 
of  all  these  acts  of  the  President;  it  is  treasonable; 
the  laws  of  nations  justify  the  "  conqueror"  in 
doing  all  that  the  President  has  done. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  in  his  late 
message  to  the  Senate,  says:  "No  principle  is  better 
'  established  than  that  anation  at  war  has  the  right 

•  of  shifting  the  burden  off  itself  and  imposing  it 
'  upcJn  the  enemy,  by  exacting  military  contribu- 
'  tions.  The  mode  of  making  such  exactions  must 
'be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  conqueror ;  but  it 
'  should  be  exercised  in  a  manner  conformable  to 

•  the  rules  of  civilized  warfarj.  *  *  *  *  The 
'  practice  of  nations  has  been  in  accordance  with 
'  this  principle." 

He  did  not  propose  to  question  the  right  of  one 
nation  to  levy  military  contributions  upon  another 
with  which  it  is  at  war.  But  is  the  President  of 
the  United  States  the  American  nation  ?  Is  Mr. 
Polk  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ? 

Sir,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  it  is  this  doctrine  which 
alarms  the  friends  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  it  is  this  assumption  and  usurpation  of 
power,  which  tends  to  make  the  Government  a 
unit,  to  consolidate  all  power  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive,  which  the  Whig  party  have  denounced. 
What,  sir,  is  the  doctrine  here  advanced?  I, 
James  K.  Polk,  President  of  the  United  States  and 
conqueror  of  all  Mexico,  having  made  war  upon 
that  republic  and  overrun  her  provinces,  do  estab- 
lish therein  civil  governments,  and  I  do  ordain  that 
taxes  shall  be  levied  and  revenue  collected  in  the 
conquered  States,  as  I,  "the  conqueror,"  shall 
prescribe,  and  that  all  moneys  collected  in  the  in- 
terior or  on  the  seacoast  shall  be  disbursed  accord- 
ing to  the  discretion  of  "  mxjself,  the  conqueror." 

Sir,  the  questions  presented  by  these  encroach- 
ments of  the  Executive  are  grave,  startling,  and 
momentous.  Mr.  C.  expressed  his  regret  that  his 
time  would  not  permit  him  to  dwell  longer  upon 
them.  He  trusted  that  some  gentleman  beUer  com- 
petent for  the  task  would  present  them,  in  their 
true  light,  to  the  American  people. 

Mr.  Polk  and  his  friends  cannot  distinguish  be- 
tween the  President  and  the  Goverrmient  of  the 
United  States;  between  their  party  and  their  coun- 
try. We  condemn  certain  acts  of  the  President; 
but  this  proves  no  want  of  loyalty  to  our  country 
or  love  tor  its  Constitution.  We  condemn  these 
acts  because  we  believe  they  militate  against  the 
interest  of  our  country,  and  are  in  violation  of  its 
Constitution.  With  these  Democratic  gentlemen 
their  country  is  their  parly;  to  assail  that  party, 
or  its  head,  is  to  assail  all  they  know  and  love  of 
country. 

In  speaking  of  these  unauthorized  and  unjustifi- 
able acts  of  the  President,  he  would  not  imitate 
Mr.  Polk's  example,  and  charge  him  with  trea- 
son or  wilful  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  his 
country.  He  thought  that  "too  much"  power 
"  had  made  him  mad."  In  the  language  of  a  dis- 
tinguished friend  of  the  President  in  Tennessee, 
[Mr.  Aaron  V.  Brown,]  he  was  willing  to  believe 
that  "  the  error  was  in  the  head,  not  the  heart.'' 

And  who  are  they  who  are  thus  stigmatized  as 
"  Mexican  Whigs,"  "  giving  aid  and  comfort  to 
the  enemy.'"  The  distinguished  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Cai.hgun]  and  his  friends, 
who  have  conde'mned  the  war  policy  of  the  Presi- 
dent; the  entire  Whig  parly  of  this  country — a 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
too  well  known  to  be  denied,  that  by  far  the  greater 
portion  of  the  olificers  of  the  ragular  army,  who 
have  distinguished  themselves  in  the  various  bat- 
tles in  Mexico,  are  Whigs;  and  it  is  notorious  that 
a  majority  of  those  who  have  volunteered  for  this 
war  are  Whigs.  Whig  fathers  and  Whig  mothers 
have  sent  their  sons  to  the  battle-field.  They  con- 
demned the  act  of  the  President  in  bringing  on  the 
war.  But  it  was  enough  for  Whigs  to  know  that 
their  country  loas  at  war,  and  called  upon  her  sons 
to  fight  her  battles;  and,  without  stopping  to  in- 
quire hmv  war  was  brought  about,  they  rushed 
to  the  field  to  maintain  their  country's  honor  or 
to  die.  These  are  "  Mexican  Whigs!''  We  have 
but  recently  been  called  to  sympathize  with  an 
illustrious  member  of  the  Whig  party,  [Mr.  Web- 
ster,] for  the  loss  of  a  son  who  fell  a  victim  to 
disease  in  the  military  service  of  his  country,  in 


Mexico.  Another  eminent  Whig  Senator  [Mr. 
Crittenden]  has  two  gallant  sons  wiJi  the  army 
in  Mexico.  They  are  "  Mexican  Whigs!"  Hen- 
ry Clat,  at  the  mention  of  whose  name  the  heart 
of  every  Whig  thrills  with  emotion,  sent  his  be- 
loved son  to  die  on  the  plains  of  Mexico.  My 
gallant  friend  who  sits  near  me,  [Mr.  Haskell,  of 
Tennessee,]  who  so  nobly  sustained  himself  and 
the  honor  of  his  State  and  his  country  at  the  battle 
ofCerro  Gordo,  is  one  of  these  "  Mexican  Whigs." 
It  would  take  hours  to  enumerate  the  Whig  offi- 
cers and  Whig  men  who  have  rendered  distinguish- 
ed service  in  this  war.  They  will  live  in  the  pages 
of  history  and  in  the  hearts  of  their  countrymen. 
These  are  "Mexican  Whigs!"  Scott,  whose  his- 
tory will  be  perhaps  the  brightest  page  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  country,  who  has  won  for  himself  and 
his  country  a  reputation  wide  as  the  world,  and 
has  achieved  exploits  the  brilliant  lustre  of  which 
time  can  never  dim,  is  another  "  Mexican  Whig. " 
And  that  glorious  old  chief,  the  prestige  of  whose 
name  is  to  the  American  army  more  than  hosts  of 
armed  men — who,  when  our  soldiers  for  a  moment 
faltered  and  called  for  reinforcements,  bade  them 
"  Onward  !  /and  Major  Bliss  will  support  you," 
and  by  his  voice  and  presence  inspired  confidence, 
zeal,  and  enthusiasm  which  no  power  could  resist, 
and  which  swept  from  the  plains  of  Buena  Vista 
the  untold  hosts  of  Santa  Anna — he  who,  "  asking 
no  favors  and  shrinking  from  no  responsibility," 
"  never  surrenders,"  but  leads  his  followers  on  to 
certain  victory — he  who  has  a  hold  upon  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people  of  this  country  such  as  has  not 
been  known  since  the  days  of  Washington — he 
who  has  been  or  will  be  chosen  as  the  leader  of 
the  Whig  party  in  the  great  civil  battle  to  be 
fought  in  JNovember  next,  and  who  will  drive 
from  their  high  places  the  party  now  in  power, 
which  has  so  signally  abused  the  trust  a  generous 
people  confided  to  them,  and  brought  such  dire 
calamities  upon  our  country — who  will  scatter 
them  as  he  did  the  Mexicans  at  Buena  Vista — he 
whom  the  current  of  popular  sentiment  is  bearing 
onward  to  the  Presidency  with  a  force  and  power 
that  will  sweep  every  obstacle  before  it — he.  Gen- 
eral Zachary  Taylor,  is  a  "  Mexican  Whig!" 

And  here  he  begged  permission  to  read  a  letter 
which  he  met  with  in  a  daily  paper  this  morning, 
which  would  be  found  to  be  an  answer  to  the  state- 
ment of  gentlemen  opposite,  that  General  Taylor 
was  not  a  Whig,  and  therefore  could  not  be  the 
Whig  candidate.  It  was  of  recent  date,  and  was 
written  by  General  Taylor  to  his  friend  Colonel 
Mitchell,  of  Cincinnati.     It  was  as  follows: 

"  Baton  Rouge,  (La.)  February  12,  18-18. 
"My  dear  Colonel:  Your  very  kind  coinnuinicaiion  and 
the  accoiiipanying  newspaper  have  duly  reached  me. 

"  in  reply  to  the  closing  remarks  of  your  letter  1  have  no 
hesitation  in  rfathig,  as  1  have  stated  on  former  occasions, 
that  i  am  a  Whig,  tliough  not  an  ultra  one,  and  that  1  have 
no  desire  to  conceal  this  fact  from  any  portion  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States.  I  deem  it  but  candid,  however,  to  add, 
that  if  the  Wiiig  party  desire  at  tiie  next  Presidential  elec- 
tion to  cast  their  votes  for  me,  they  must  do  it  on  their  own 
lesponsihility,  and  witliout  any  pledges  from  me. 

"  Should  1  be  elected  to  thatoliice,  I  should  deem  it  to  be 
my  duty,  and  should  most  certainly  claim  the  right,  to  look 
to  the  Constitution  and  the  high  interests  of  our  common 
country,  and  not  to  the  principles  of  a  party,  for  my  rules  of 
action. 

"With  my  sinc.-rest  thanks  for  your  expression  of  friend- 
ship, and  my  best  wishes  for  your  suci;ess  through  life,  I 
remain,  very  truly,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

"  Z.  TAVTLOR. 
"Col.  A.  M.  Mitchell,  Cincinnati,  Ohio." 

[When  the  last  lines  of  the  second  paragraph 
were  read  there  was  a  bui'st  of  laughter  from  the 
Democratic  side  of  the  House,  which  was  cordially 
returned  by  the  Whigs  at  the  end  of  the  third  para- 
graph.] 

Mr.  C.  continued  and  said,  the  sentiments  of  that 
letter  wei-e  such  as  the  Whig  party  ever  desired  to 
administer  this  Government  upon.  They  were 
always  desirous  "  to  look  to  the  Constitution  and 
the  high  interests  of  our  common  country."  They 
were  satisfied  that  General  Taylor  was  a  Whig, 
and  they  asked  from  him  no  pledges  by  which  the 
country  might  be  involved  in  war.  They  asked 
him  not  to  pledge  himself  to  carry  out  the  resolu- 
tions of  an  irresponsible  party  convention.  Here 
General  Taylor  had  assumed  the  true  platform  on 
which  the  Whigs  would  administer  tiie  Govern- 
ment. They  were  willing  to  abide  by  the  Consti- 
tution as  it  is;  and  on  that  Constitution  General 
Taylor  had  taken  his  position,  with  the  declaration 
that  he  is  a  Whig.  Gentlemen  might  smile  at  this 
statement  that  General  Taylor  would  act  on  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution.     He  (Mr.  C.)  had 


shown  that  the  party  now  in  power  had  utterly 
disregarded  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  and 
it  was  natural  for  them  to  smile  at  the  statement 
that  General  Taylor  would  be  governed  by  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  C.  continued.  He  meant  no  disparagement 
of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Democi-atic  party  v/ho  have 
rendered  gallant  services  in  the  war.  Butler,  Gluit- 
man.  Shields,  Davis,  Yell,  and  hundreds  of  others, 
richly  deserve  the  meed  of  praise  they  have  re- 
ceived. They  enjoy  and  are  entitled  to  the  grati- 
tude and  thanks  of  their  country.  Men  of  each 
party ,  in  Mr.  C.  's  own  State  and  elsewhere,  seemed 
to  have  vied  with  each  other  in  their  efforts  to  be 
first  to  respond  to  the  call  for  volunteers.  Mr.  C, 
said  he  proposed  not  to  institute  invidious  compari- 
sons, but  to  repel  the  slanderous  aspersion  upon 
the  party  with  which  he  acted,  that  they  are  "  trai- 
tors to  their  country,"  and  would  afford  "  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  enemy." 

Mr.  C.  said  he  was  not  inclined  to  throw  back 
this  charge  into  the  face  of  those  who  made  it, 
though  he  thought  the  admission  of  Santa  Anna 
and  his  generals  into  Mexico  would  justify  him. 
But  he  begged  to  suggest  to  those  who  thus  slan- 
dered the  Whig  party,  whether  they  do  not  afford 
"  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy"  by  their  unceas- 
ing efforts  to  convince  the  people  of  this  country 
and  Mexico  that  the  Whig  party,  composed  of  a 
majority  of  the  people  of  Ihe  United  States,  and 
having  a  majority  of  Representatives  on  this  floor, 
are  "  traitors  to  their  own  country,  and  Mexicans 
at  heart."  If  any  such  false  impression  exists 
among  the  Mexicans  and  influences  their  action, 
the  Democratic  party  is  responsible  for  it.  We 
(continued  Mr.  C.)  have  condemned  certain  acts 
of  Mr.  Polk,  but  as  i-egards  the  honor  and  interest 
of  our  country,  we  know  but  one  party,  and  that 
is  for  our  country.  If  the  Mexicans  are  mad  and 
foolish  enough  to  believe  that  a  majority  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  are  traitors,  and  dis- 
posed to  give  them  aid  and  comfort,  it  is  because 
of  the  reiterated  false  charges  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  and  his  friends. 

The  country  has  been  told  that  the  Whig  party 
has  protracted  this  war  by  preventing  its  "  vigor- 
ous prosecution."  How  could  the  Whig  party 
have  prevented  the  "  vigorous  prosecution"  of  the 
war  if  they  had  the  disposition.?  The  President 
is  a  Democrat,  the  Senate  is  and  has  been  Demo- 
cratic; the  last  House  of  Representatives  was 
Democratic  two  to  one.  What  power  have  the 
Whigs  had  to  prevent  this  "greater  vigor"  in  the 
prosecution'of  the  war.'  None,  sir.  This  is  like 
all  the  other  false  and  unscrupulous  charges  against 
the  Whigs.  Except  the  proposition  to  create  the 
office  of  lieutenant  general  to  supersede  such  men 
as  Scott  and  Taylor,  every  measure  recommended 
by  the  President,  in  connection  with  this  war,  has 
been  adopted;  not  one  dollar  nor  one  man  asked  for 
has  been  refused.  The  day  after  the  receipt  of 
tidings  of  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars  were  appropriated,  and  authority 
given  to  the  President  to  call  out  fifty  thousand 
volunteers;  other  and  larger  sums  were  appropria- 
ted as  they  were  asked  for.  Ten  new  regiments 
were  added  to  the  regular  army.  How,  then,  is 
the  Whig  party,  how  is  Congress  responsible  for 
any  mismanagement  or  want  of  vigor  in  the  pros- 
ecution of  the  war.'  The  President,  and  he  alone, 
is  responsible.  What  has  been  his  policy .'  Gen- 
eral Taylor  was  sent  with  less  than  three  thousand 
men  to  the  Rio  Grande,  as  if  to  provoke  a  battle. 
Had  he  gone  with  a  large  force,  there  is  reason  to 
believe  there  would  have  been  no  fighting,  no  icar. 
He  had  been  informed  there  are  papers  on  file  in 
the  War  Department  showing  that  the  President 
was  advised  what  would  be  the  consequence  of 
sending  so  small  a  force,  and  urging  him  to  in- 
crease General  Taylor's  command,  assuring  him 
that,  in  such  case.  Arista  would  not  cro.*s  the 
river.  But  this  did  not  suit  the  views  of  the  Pres- 
ident. He  seems  to  have  sought  to  precipitate  the 
country  in  war,  thinking  he  would  have  a  glorious 
campaign  of  a  few  months,  and  signalize  his  Ad- 
ministration by  the  acquisition  of  immense  territo- 
rial possessions.  War  was  the  natural  and  neces- 
sary consequence  of  his  folly.  The  battles  of  Palo 
Alto  an(.[  the  Palm  Ravine  were  fought  and  won 
against  overwhelming  nurnbers.  The  enemy  was 
pursued  to  the  Rio  Gi-aiule,  and  General  Taylor 
writes  to  the  deparlrnenl  "  if  he  had  been  furnished 
with  the  means  which  he  had  asked  for,"  he  could 
liave  at  once  crossed  the  river  and  captured  or  cut 
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to  pieces  the  eiuiie  Mexican  army.  Here  is  an 
instance  of  "  vii^orous  prosecution."  Why  was 
DOtGeneralTaylor's  request  complied  with.'  Why 
was  not  the  ponton  train  furnished.'  Was  the 
Whi?  party  responsible  for  this  gross  neglect  of 
the  War  Department.' 

When  the  veteran  Gaines,  then  at  New  Orleans, 
heard  of  the  troubles  on  the  Rio  Grande,  he  took 
the  responsibility  of  making  a  requisition  on  the 
Governor  of  Louisiana  for  troops  to  be  sent  to 
the  aid  of  General  Taylor.  The  President,  in- 
stead of  applauding  the  zeal  and  promptness  of 
General  Gaines,  countermanded  the  requisition, 
and  that  gallant  old  soldier,  who  showed  more 
judgment  and  knowledge  of  Mcxiran  chai-acter 
than  every  member  of  the  Administration  at  Wash- 
ington, was  subjected  to  the  mortification  of  a 
court-martial. 

The  arrival  of  troops  at  General  Taylor's  camp 
was  thus  delayed.  Is  the  Whig  party  responsible 
for  this.' 

After  waiting  four  months,  during  which  time 
the  Mexican  army  was  reorganizing  and  increased, 
General  Taylor  reached  Monterey  with  about 
6,000  troops.  The  city  in  the  mean  time  had  been 
well  fortified. 

Tiie  haltle  of  Monlerexj  was  fought  and  won;  but 
the  great  advantage  was  lost  which  would  have 
been  gained  if  a  suflicient  force  had  been  sent  for- 
ward. Is  the  Whig  party  responsible  for  this  loss 
of  four  months,  and  for  tlie  failure  to  capture  the 
entire  Mexican  army  iit  Monterey  in  consequence 
ot"  the  insufficient  force  under  command  of  General 
Taylor.'  No,  sir,  the  responsibility  is  with  the 
President.  He  is  responsible  for  the  valuable 
lives  lost  in  the  bloody  fights  before  and  in  the 
streets  of  Monterey.  If  he  had  promptly  dis- 
patched the  men  he  was  authorized  to  call  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  there  would  have  been 
no  fighting — no  blood  spilt. 

The  country  well  knows  how  long  it  was  before 
General  Taylor  could  advance  upon  Saltillo,  in 
consequence  of  want  of  men  and  necessary  sup- 
plies. At  lijst  he  reached  Saltillo,  when  his  troops 
were  withdrawn,  except  about  5,000  volunteers 
and  a  handful  of  regulars,  to  reinforce  General 
Scott,  who  had  been  ordered  to  embark  for  Vera 
Cruz. 

Why  were  these  troops  withdrawn.'  Why  did 
not  the  President  call  into  the  field  more  of  the 
50,000  volunteers  which  he  had  authority  to  receive 
into  service  .'  Sir,  the  answer  is  plain.  The  Pres- 
ident wanted  nerve,  and  was  afraid  to  call  out  the 
men  necessary  to  a  vigorous  and  successful  prose- 
cution of  the  war,  lest  the  tax-paying  people  would 
be  alarmed  at  the  evidence  it  would  give  of  the 
enormous  expense  the  war  would  entail  upon  the 
country. 

The  troops  were  withdrawn,  and  General  Taylor 
checked  in  his  forward  march  to  the  interior  of 
Mexico.  Santa  Anna  assailed  hiin  with  a  force 
five  times  his  own.  Few  generals  would  have 
ventured  to  fight  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista.  Jstone 
but  General  'I'aylor  could  have  won  it. 

For  the  immense  loss  of  life  at  Buena  Vista  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is  responsible.  If 
he  had  ordered  the  necessary  force  to  join  General 
Taylor,  we  would  not  now  mourn  the  loss  of  the 
brave  officers  and  men  who  fell  in  that  sangui- 
nary coiidict. 

The  embarkation  of  General  Scott  for  Vera  Cruz 
was  delayed  for  months.  Why  this  delay.'  Is 
the  Whig  party  responsible  for  it.'  Why  did  not 
the  President  have  more  troops  in  the  field  at  an 
earlier  dale .' 

After  the  bombardment  of  Vera  Cruz  and  the 
battle  of  Cerro  Gordo,  General  Scott  could  not 
advance  upon  the  city  of  Mexico  for  the  want  of 
troop.s.  Wiiy  was  this?  Why  had  they  not  been 
sent  forward  .'  More  l\mr\  four  months  he  awaited 
reinforcements  at  Pucbia,  and  then  advanced,  with 
on  insufficient  force,  to  win  the  glorious  but  bloody 
battles  before  the  city  of  Mexico.  For  months 
iij'ter  these  buttles  troops  continued  to  arrive.  Why, 
1  repent,  were  tiiey  not  sent  Kjrward  sooner .'  Was 
the  Whig  [)nriy  resj)onsible  .' 

This  is  what  is  called  a  "vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  war!"  Never,  he  would  venture  to  say, 
never  was  there  a  war  the  conduct  of  which  was 
more  cliaractcrized  by  imbecility  and  want  of  rigor 
on  the  part  of  any  Government.  Our  army  iias 
achieved  miracles.  The  President  seems  to  have 
expected  impossihililies.  This  war  has  now  been 
waged  for  near  two  years.    The  progress  of  our 


army,  notwithstanding  the  gross  and  criminal  ne- 
glect and  mismanagement  of  the  Administration, 
lias  been  a  succession  of  triumphs.  Its  glorious 
career,  so  grateful  to  the  hearts  of  Americans,  must 
fill  the  world  with  admiration.  Its  brilliant  achieve- 
ments stand  almost  unrivalled  in  the  annals  of  his- 
tory. Abroad  we  have  greatly  added  to  our  fame 
and  reputation  as  a  warlike  people,  and  occupy  an 
exalted  position  among  the  most  powerful  nations 
of  the  world.  But  (said  Mr.  C.)  these  brilliant 
triumphs  and  this  foreign  reputation  have  been 
most  dearly  won.  Appalling  is  the  number  of 
lives  our  country  mourns,  and  startling  the  magni- 
tude of  the  debt  entailed  upon  our  people. 

Mr.  C.  then  briefly  alluded  to  the  vast  expense 
of  the  military  operations  in  Mexico.  He  could 
not  go  into  details,  but  the  public  debt  at  the  end 
of  the  war  would  probably  reach  one  hundred  and 
fifty  millions  of  dollars.  Individual  loss,  in  some 
instances,  would  be  proportionately  greater. 

It  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  estimate  the 
loss  of  life  sustained  in  this  war.  The  killed  in 
battle  are  alone  reported.  These  are  not  equal  to 
a  tithe  of  those  who  die  of  disease.  The  number 
of  those  who  return  with  shattered  constitutions 
to  die  among  their  friends  is  still  greater. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  had  no  knowledge  or  experience 
on  lliis  subject  except  what  he  derived  from  the  two 
companies  which  have  gone  to  Mexico  from  his  dis- 
trict. From  one  of  these  he  had  a  letter,  of  recent 
date,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  of  about  eighty  men 
who  left  Florida  a  few  months  ago,  but  twtnly-three 
were  able  to  leave  Jalapa,  and  some  of  these  were 
sick.  Tj:e  rest  had  died,  or  were  lying  ill  in  hos- 
pitals, or  had  been  discharged  as  unfit  for  further 
duty.     Sir,  this  is  horrible  ! 

IN  otwithstanding  this  waste  of  money  and  dread- 
ful loss  of  life,  as  yet  no  good  practical  result  has 
been  attained.  The  settlement  of  our  difficulties 
and  the  prospects  of  peace  with  Mexico  seem  to 
be  as  far  removed  as  ever.  It  is  true,  a  treaty  of 
peace  is  said  to  be  under  consideration  in  the  Sen- 
ate. But  it  came  in  "  such  a  questionable  shape," 
that  he  could  have  no  confidence  in  the  fulfillment 
of  its  stipulations.  Whenever  and  wherever  (he 
continued)  our  troops  have  encountered  those  of 
Mexico,  they  have  triumphed.  The  "  impregnable 
castle  of  San  Juan  de  Ulua"  has  fallen;  the  proud 
capital  of  the  republic  has  capitulated,  and  our  vic- 
torious army  is  now  revelling  in  the  far-famed 
"  halls  of  the  Montezumas;"  we  have  "penetrated 
into  the  vital  parts  of  Mexico;"  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  her  territory  has  been  overrun  by  our 
troops;  and  yet  no  parly  in  Mexico,  except  thai 
which  is  supported  and  protected  by  our  army,  talks 
of  peace  except  to  denounce  its  supposed  advo- 
cates. He  had  not  the  fuiniesi  expectation  that 
this  treaty,  as  it  was  called,  made  by  a  private 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  without  authority  from 
this  Government,  and  who  had  been  expressly 
Oidered  not  to  enter  into  correspondence  with  the 
enemy,  could  ever  become  the  law  of  the  land,  or 
that  any  peace  it  pretended  to  guaranty  would  be 
observed. 

It  was  universally  admitted  that  it  would  not  be 
ratified  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  without 
important  modifications.  And  even  if  our  Senate 
should  consent  to  give  more  tlian  §20,000,000  for 
the  miserable  country,  and  more  miserable  popu- 
lation, proposed  to  be  ceded  to  us,  we  have  no  rea- 
son 10  believe  that  the  Congress  of  Mexico  will 
consent  to  this  forced  sale  of  their  territory,  poor 
and  barren  as  it  is.  If  it  was  so  certain  as  has 
been  said,  that  the  Mexican  Congress  would  ratify 
ihetr^jalyj  jhy  was  Mr.  Freaner  hurried  ofl?  Why 
did  he  not  wait  for  its  ratification.'  No,  sir;  the 
people  of  Mexico  are  opposed  to  any  such  treaty. 
And  if  It  be  ratified  at  all,  it  will  be  by  a  govern- 
ernment  to  be  patched  up  by  ourselves,  and  whose 
tottering  proportions  must  be  sustained  by  our 
arms.  He  would  not  speak  of  the  dishonor  and 
infamy  ol'such  an  act,  for  he  knew  that  no  such 
appeal  would  have  weight  with  the  present  Exec- 
utive. But  does  any  man  suppose  that  a  permanent 
peace  can  be  thus  obtained  .'  So  soon  as  our  troops 
shall  be  withdrawn,  the  government  which  ice 
have  made  to  treat  with  us  will  be  overthrown,  and 
the  war  resumed. 

Admitting  the  possibility  of  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  by  ihe  Congress  of  Mexico,  and  the 
Senate  of  the  United  Stales,  there  is  reason  to  fear 
thai  when  it  comes  into  this  House  the  principle 
of  the  VVilmol  proviso  will  be  tacked  on  to  the  bill 
making  appropriations  to  carry  it  into  execution. 


These  are  the  ordeals  through  which  the  treaty 
must  pass. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  trusted  he  was  deceived  in  his 
fears  that  we  were  not  to  have  peace.  God  grant 
that  he  might  be  !  He  would  be  glad  to  have  peace 
on  almost  any  terms — even  on  the  terms  proposed 
in  the  present  treaty.  But  he  had  no  confidence, 
none,  that  the  war  was  to  be  thus  ended,  and  he 
would  proceed  as  though  he  had  not  heard  of  the 
treaty. 

And  now  the  question  presents  itself.  What  is 
best  to  be  done  to  meet  the  exigency  of  our  public 
affairs,  and  to  relieve  the  country  from  the  embar- 
rassments in  which  it  is  involved.'  For  near  two 
years  we  have  endeavored  to  "conquer  a  peace.''' 
Shall  we  continue  our  unavailing  efi'orts.' 

It  has  been  gravely  proposed  that  we  go  on 
"  conquering  and  to  i^nquer"  till  we  subjugate  the 
"whole  of  Mexico,"  and  annex  it  to  the  United 
Stales^till,  in  the  language  of  a  distinguished 
Senator  from  Michigan,  we  "  swallowed  the  whole 
of  it."  He  was  aware  that  this  design  was  de- 
nied by  the  Administration  and  its  friends.  But 
their  denial  should  not  affect  our  belief.  They 
denied  that  negoiiations  were  going  on  with  Great 
Britain  pending  the  discussion  of  the  Oregon  ques- 
tion in  the  last  Congress.  They  denied  the  pass 
to  Santa  Anna.  They  denied  that  Mr.  Trist  had 
been  sent  as  commissioner  to  Mexico.  They 
denied  the  truth  of  the  rumors  as  to  the  present 
treaty.  He  could  not  take  time  to  enumerate  the 
instances  in  which  they  denied  what  they  knew 
to  be  true.  They  have  forfeited  all  confidence  in 
their  declarations.  We  are  left  to  infer  their  de- 
signs from  their  acts;  and  every  act  is  cumulative  of 
the  evidence  that  the  acquisition  or  absorption  of 
Mexico  is  their  real  object.  Why  do  they  send 
troops  to  California  to  be  disbanded  there  ?  Why  do 
they  insist  upon  overrunning  the  whole  country. 

In  most  of  the  Democratic  meetings  throughout 
the  country  we  find  the  idea  of  the  acquisition  of 
the  whole  of  Mexico  prominent.  At  the  famous 
dinner  in  the  "  temple  of  Democracy,"  in  this  city, 
in  January  last,  at  which  were  convened  the  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States  and  all  the  high  priests 
of  Democracy,  this  was  the  theme  of  discourse,  and 
the  sentiment  was  received  with  universal  enthu- 
siasm. We  hear  daily  from  distinguished  Demo- 
cratic Senators  and  members  of  this  House  that  the 
absorption  of  Mexico  is  our  "  inevitable  destiny. " 
The  cabalistic  phrase  of"  the  whole  or  none"  has 
been  dropped,  and  they  now  "  go  for  all  contiguous 
territory."  It  is  understood  that  the  most  talent- 
ed and  influential  member  of  Mr.  Polk's  Cabinet 
is  an  open  advocate  of  this  measure. 

Mr.  C.  continued.  There  is  reason  to  fear  and 
believe  that  such  are  the  purposes  and  designs  of 
ihe  party  now  in  power.  Nothing,  he  said,  but 
the  conservatism  of  the  Whig  party  and  the  suc- 
cess of  its  measures  can  prevent  their  fulfillment. 
He  considered  the  treaty  now  before  the  Senate 
but  a  link  in  the  chain  of  evidence.  Should  it  be 
ratified,  we  acquire  nearly  one-half  of  Mexico.  He 
had  already  said  he  had  no  hope  that  it  would 
secure  us  a  lasting  peace.  The  terms  of  it  are  such 
that  hostilities  would  jueessari/j/ 6e  ?-e?i(!!i'e(/.  We 
would  again  be  called  on  to  "  prosecute  the  war 
vigorously,"  and  more  territory  would  be  demand- 
ed to  defray  the  expense  of  its  prosecution. 

Sir,  this  idea — the  conquest  and  absorption  of 
Mexico — has  become  familiar  to  the  public  mind. 
It  no  longer  shocks  the  public  sense  of  justice  and 
morality.  He  referred  to  the  fallowing  article 
from  the  Louisville  Journal: 

'•  A  little  over  Ibrly  years  ago,  Aavon  ISiirr  wns  brought  to 
Iriiil  oil  a  I'liniKc  of  trcusoii,  (or  iindeitaking  to  riiii^c  within 
llic  limits  of  till'  Uiiiti'd  Stales  llie,  means  ol' vvnstitig  Mexi- 
co from  the  (loiniiiioii  of  Spain,  ll  was  treason  then  to  drearn 
ol'liic  coii(|uesi  of  Me.xico,  but  itis7taw  the  liciglit  of  patriot- 
ism to  undertake  it !" 

The  editor  of  the  Louisville  Journal  is  right:  the 
conquest  of  Mexico,  and  not  the  dismemberment  of 
the  Union,  was  Burr's  real  object. 

He  repeated  that  each  day  more  clearly  develops 
the  real  object  of  the  present  leaders  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  He  added  that  the  only  hope  for  the 
country  was  the  overthrow  of  this  Adminislralion. 
If  that  could  not  be  accomplished,  the  absorption  of 
the  whole  territory  of  Mexico  becomes  inevitable. 
The  Whig  party,  he  said,  and  whatever  of  con- 
servatism there  was  in  the  Democratic  parly,  will 
resist  to  the  last  a  measure  fraught  with  conse- 
quences so  fatal  to  our  Republic.  But  at  limes, 
he  said,  his  heart  misgave  him,  and  he  feared  thai 
the  disorganizing  principles  of  "  progressive  De- 
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moci-acy"  could  not  be  successfully  resisted.  Ex- 
pansion, acquisition,  love  of  territory,  are  charac- 
teristic of  tlie  spirit  of  the  age  :  right,  justice, 
morality,  are  obsolete  terms;  words  familiar  to  our 
ancestors,  but  the  meaning  of  which  Locofocoism 
cannot  comprehend.  ]f  you  ask  by  lohat  right  it  is 
proposed  to  seize  the  territory  of  Mexico,  you  are 
laughed  at  as  being  "  behind  the  age."  The  only 
question  is,  hoiv  much  do  our  people  ivant?  and 
iVIexico  must  give  it  up.  If  they  want  the  whole, 
we  must  take  tlie  whole.  The  Vv'hig  party  arrays 
itself  in  opposition  to  this  jif/iiiioMS  doctrine.  It  is 
the  doctrine  of  the  freebooter,  not  of  a  civilized 
republic. 

We  wish  to  preserve  untarnished  the  honor  of 
our  country,  and  we  desire  peace  with  Mexico — 
peace  to  be  predicated.on  "  honorable  terms."  We 
repudiate  the  idea  of  our  righ^to  take  her  territory 
by  conquest,  or  to  force  her  to  sell  us  her  lands.  For 
myself,  (said  Mr.  C.,)  1  am  utterly  opposed  to  the 
acquisition  of  the  territory  of  Mexico,  and  would 
not  accept  the  peaceable  cession  of  the  whole 
country  to  the  Isthmus  of  Darien.  I  would  regard 
its  acquisition  as  the  greatest  curse  which  could 
befall  my  country.  Would  to  God  the  waters  of 
the  Pacific  could  roll  back  to  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
and  a  gulf  of  fire  could  flow  between  the  United 
States  and  Mexico ! 

Mr.  C.  then  spoke  of  the  evil  consequences 
likely  to  result  from  the  acquisition  of  Mexican 
territory.  Fie  said  the  proposed  experiment  of 
the  acquisition  of  territory  by  conquest  is  new  and 
fearful,  and  fraught  with  peculiar  interest,  particu- 
larly to  us  of  the  South.  Setting  aside  the  ques- 
tion of  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  or  of 
this  Government  thus  to  add  to  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  and  leaving  out  of  view  all  questions 
of  right,  justice,  and  morality,  nothing  to  his  mind 
seemed  more  unwise  and  impolitic.  If  we  annex 
the  land,  we  must  take  the  population  along  with 
it.  And  shall  we,  (he  said,)  by  an  act  of  Con- 
gress, convert  the  black,  white,  red,  mongrel, 
miserable  population  of  Mexico — the  Mexicans, 
Indians,  Mulattoes,  Mestizas,  Chinos,  Zambos 
Gluinteros — into  free  and  enlightened  American  citi- 
zens, entitled  to  all  the  privileges  which  we  enjoy.? 
These  people  would  claim  the  right  of  representa- 
tion on  this  floor,  unless  we  made  slaves  of  them. 
According  to  the  present  ratio,  the  seven  million 
population  of  Mexico  would  be  entitled  to  one 
hundred  and  twelve  representatives — nearly  one- 
half  our  present  number.  Are  the  people  of  this 
country  prepared  to  have  one-half  or  one-third 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  composed  of 
these  miserable,  bigoted  creatures? 

The  peculiar  interest  which  this  question  pos- 
sesses to  the  southern  States  arises  from  its  inti- 
mate connection  with  the  subject  of  slavery.  The 
radical  difference  of  opinion  between  the  people  of 
the  North  and  South  as  to  the  power  of  Congress 
over  this  subject,  and  as  to  the  rights  of  the  south- 
ern States,  must  lead  to  the  most  violent  dissen- 
sions and  angry  discussions  on  a  proposition  to 
annex  the  territory  of  Mexico  to  the  United  Slates. 
We  of  the  South  cannot  and  will  not  consent  to 
the  annexation  of  territory  on  our  southern  and 
southwestern  frontier,  from  which  slavery  is  to  be 
excluded  by  law.  The  people  of  the  North  seem 
almost'  as  much  resolved  that  the  territory  to  be 
acquired  shall  not  be  slave  territory. 

Mr.  C.  then  remarked  that  this  was  a  matter  of 
the  deepest  interest  to  him  and  his  constituents, 
and  that  he  would  avail  himself  ofanother  occasion 
to  express  his  views  on  it  fully.  Time  would  not 
allow  him  now. 

At  present  he  would  content  himself  with  re- 
marking that  he  was  not  disposed  to  jeopard  the 
integrity  of  the  American  Union  by  gratifying  the 
ambition  of  the  President  and  by  pandering  to  this 
unholy  lust  after  the  territory  of  a  weak  sister 
republic.  The  first  object  of  his-  heart  was  the 
perpetuity  of  our  glorious  Confederacy,  and  the 
preservation  of  the  Constitution  which  our  fathers 
handed  down  to  us,  and  under  whose  benign  influ- 
ences the  United  States  of  America  have  so  rapidly 
advanced  in  population,  power,  and  prosperity,  till 
they  had  become  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the 
world. 

But,  sir,  my  country  is  at  war.  I  condemn  the 
PrcsiiUnt  for  having,  as  1  believe,  "  unnecessarily 
and  unconstitutionally  commenced  the  war."  But 
we  are  in  it,  and  must  make  the  most  of  it.  We 
had  cause  of  complaint  against  Mexico.  We  have 
questions  of  difl'erencc  between  us.     These  must 


be  settled.  He  would  not  forget,  in  his  condemna- 
tion of  the  acts  of  the  President,  what  was  due  to 
his  country. 

The  President  had  involved  the  country  in  war, 
and,  so  long  as  the  war  continued,  he  would  vote 
all  necessary  supplies  of  men  and  money.  He 
would  do  all  in  his  power  to  preserve  the  honor  of 
his  country,  and  to  secure  the  comfort  and  safety 
of  our  troops  in  Mexico.  He  did  not  believe  that 
"  permanent  peace"  could  be  hoped  for  under  this 
Administration.  The  only  remedy  for  the  evils 
under  which  we  are  now  suffering  was  in  the 
"  ballot-box."  He  would  appeal  to  the  people  to 
place  at  the  head  of  the  Government  men  who 
would  regard  the  true  interest  of  the  country,  and 
who  would  restore  to  us  the  blessings  of  peace. 

He  then  spoke  of  the  loan  bill  which  recently 
passed  the  House,  and  remarked  that  he  had  voted 
for  that  bill,  and  would  give  the  President  author- 
ity to  borrow  all  the  money  he  required,  but  that 
he  was  opposed  to  the  issue  of  treasury  notes. 

He  said  he  would  not  vote  for  the  ten-regiment 
bill,  but  would  authorize  the  President  to  call  out 
as  many  volunteers  as  he  thought  necessary.  Vol- 
unteers are  more  easily  raised  than  regulars,  and 
the  battle  of  Buena  Vista  proved  their  efficiency. 

Mr.  C.  then  remarked  that  he  believed  that  peace, 
"  honorable  peace,"  could  be  secured  by  the  Presi- 
dent forthwith,  and  he  held  him  responsible  for  the 
continuance  of  the  war. 

Do  we,  he  said,  want  "  indemnity  for  the  past.'" 
And  if  land  is  indemnity,  let  us  lake  it.  We  have 
it  already.  Is  it  "  security  for  the  future?"  This 
proposition  must  excite  a  smile  with  all  who  hear 
It.  Security  against  Mexico  !  What  better  secu- 
rity can  we  ask  than  we  now  have  ?  Is  it  not  no- 
torious that  some  one  hundred  Texans  defended 
the  frontier  of  their  country  from  Mexican  inva- 
sion for  about  ten  years;  and  shall  it  be  said  that 
the  great  power  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
must  demand  security  against  aggression  from  that 
poor,  miserable,  prostrate  Republic?  What  secu- 
rity? Shall  we  call  on  England  or  other  European 
Powers  to  guaranty  our  safety?  Sir,  this  idea  is 
not  only  humiliating,  but,  with  deference  to  the 
friends  of  the  President,  he  must  say  it  is  supremely 
ridiculous. 

Is  it  national  honor  for  which  we  are  fighting?  Is 
it  not  enough  that  our  soldiers,  oflicers  and  men, 
have  covered  themselves  with  imperishable  honors? 
^^that  they  have  exhibited  to  the  world  brilliant 
examples  of  their  prowess  in  arms,  and  given  proof 
in  every  engagement  of  their  vast  superiority  over 
the  Mexicans?  Why  seek  for  them  new  fields  of 
glory? 

He  had  said  that  we  could  have  peace  to-morrow 
if  we  will.  Mr.  Polk  has  only  to  say,  let  there  be 
peace,  and  there  loill  be  peace.  Let  him  withdraw 
our  troops  from  the  interior  of  Mexico,  and  take  a 
line,  not  of  "  defence" — for  the  idea  of  the  neces- 
sity of  (/e/ence  against  Mexico  was  absurd — it  should 
rather  be  called  a  line  of  peace.  Let  us  deal  liber- 
ally with  Mexico;  let  us  claim  only  so  much  of 
her  territory  as  will  indemnify  our  Government 
for  the  assumption  of  the  claims  of  our  citizens 
upon  the  Government  of  Mexico.  Let  her  keep  her 
land,  and  let  us  keep  our  money.  By  pursuing 
this  course  we  shall  have  no  further  trouble.  There 
is  no  danger  that  Mexico,  in  her  feeble,  crippled, 
prostrate  condition j  will  recommence  hostilities. 
There  will  be  peace,  practical  peace,  though  a 
formal  treaty  may  be  deferred,  Mexico  will  never 
disturb  this  peaceful  relation. 

Mr.  C.  then  spoke  of  the  late  Seminole  war, 
which,  he  said,  afforded  a  precedent  for  the  plan  he 
proposed,  and  which  was  the  only  way  in  which 
that  war  could  have  been  brought  to  a  close. 

He  said  he  would  not  have  this  line  be  the  Nue- 
ces or  any  point  within  the  acknowledged  limits  of 
Texas.  The  questions  of  bounciariy  and  indemnity 
for  the  claims  of  our  citizens  existing  before  the  war 
would  be  left  open,  and  some  other  ambitious  or 
mischievous  President  may  again  involve  us  in  war. 
These  questions  must  be  settled  noio. 

Let  the  line  be  far  enough  to  embrace  the  legiti- 
mate boundary  of  Texas,  and  territory  enough  to 
pay  the  indemnity  we  may  justly  claim,  should 
Mexico  be  unable  to  pay  these  claims  in  moneij. 
Then  say  to  Mexico,  we  desire  peace  with  you: 
we  have  taken  possession  of  so  much  of  your  ter- 
ritory as  we  deeiTi  an  equivalent  for  the  claims  of 
our  citizens,  which  you  have  acknowledged  and 
promised  to  pay:  we  shall  not  invade  your  country 
further,  but  we  shall  hold  possession  of  the  coun- 


try we  have  occupied  till  you  are  willing  to  treat 
with  us,  and  .settle  all  questions  of  difference  be- 
tween us. 

What  do  we  gain  by  this  policy?  We  gain 
every  avowed  object  of  the  war.  We  have  already 
"  repelled  the  invaders."  Our  national  honor  will 
be  in  no  way  compromitted.  We  have  already 
acquired  enough  of  "  military  glory."  We  gain 
undisputed  possession  of  Texas,  the  title  to  which 
Mexico  has  claimed  even  to  the  Sabine ;  we  settle 
the  question  of  boundary;  we  .secure  indemnily  to 
our  citizens;  we  stop  the  drain  upon  our  Treasury, 
which  the  war  has  caused;  we  prevent  an  accu- 
mulation of  national  debt  which  the  resources  of 
this  country  for  one  hundred  years  cannot  pay; 
we  prevent  the  violent  agitations,  distractions,  and 
dissensions — the  bitter  heartburnings  and  sectional 
feuds,  consequent  upon  a  prosecution  of  the  war 
for  conquest,  and  which  threaten  the  dissolution 
of  our  Union;  we  stop  the  devastations  of  death 
and  disease  which  are  making  sad  havoc  in  our 
army;  we  secure  peace — peace  with  all  its  genial 
blessings;  we  restore  our  volunteer  soldiers  to  the 
bosoms  of  their  families;  we  bring  Joy  and  gladness 
to  ten  thousand  hearth-stones;  we  rejoice  the  hearts 
of  anxious  mothers,  whose  patriotism,  stronger 
than  a  mother's  love,  has  been  willing  to  sacrifice 
their  ofTspring  at  the  shrine  of  their  country's  hon- 
or. And  if  we  gain  not  all  which  mad  ambition 
covets,  we  exhibit  to  the  world  a  noble  example 
of  magnanimity  to  a  fallen  foe. 

Here  the  time  allowed  for  debate  expired,  and 
the  committee  proceeded  to  vote  on  amendments 
as  follows: 

Mr.  MULLIN  moved  to  strike  out  the  item  for 
superintendent's  commission  on  twenty-eight  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  forty-six  dollars  at  two  and 
a  half  per  cent.,  seven  hundred  and  six  dollars  and 
fifteen  cents.     Disagreed  to. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  to  strike  out  the  item 
for  contingent  expenses  under  the  act  for  the  col- 
lection, safe-keeping,  transfer,  and  disbursement 
of  the  public  revenue  of  sixth  August,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-six,  five  thousand  dollars.  Dis- 
agreed to.  ' 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  item  for 
expenses  of  loans  and  treasury  notes,  five  thousand 
dollars.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  V.  moved  to  add  the  following:  "  For  per 
diem  compensation  of  clerks  in  the  office  in  the 
Ordnance  Bureau,  one  thousand  and  ninety-eight 
dollars."     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  COCKE  moved  to  strike  out  the  item  for 
per  diem  compensation  for  eight  clerks  employed 
on  bounty  land  business  in  the  Pension  Ofl?ce,six 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars  and 
forty  cents,  and  insert  an  amendment  providing 
for  the  payment  of  extra  clerks  to  be  employed  in 
the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  fifteen 
thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  dollars  and 
ninety-six  cents,  and  that  the  compensation  of  no 
clerk  shall  exceed  three  dollars  and  thirty-three 
cents  per  diem. 

Mr.  C.  explained  that  his  object  in  offering  this 
amendment  was,  that  he  might  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  advocate  a  speedy  increase  in  the  clerical 
force  to  be  employed  in  the  Pension  Office;  and  he 
availed  himself  of  the  five  minutes  allowed  by  the 
rules  of  the  House  to  urge  an  extension  of  the  ap- 
propriation; for  an  extension  of  time  would  be 
absolutely  necessary  to  enable  the  clerks  to  be  em- 
ployed to  complete  the  work  for  which  they  were 
required. 

Mr.  GREEN  took  similar  views,  having  sub- 
mitted a  slight  amendment,  in  order  to  have  the 
privilege  of  expressing  them;  after  which  he  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  next  rose,  and  offered  an 
amendment,  being  desirous,  in  behalf  of  citizens 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  to  appeal  to  this  Plouse 
to  take  some  steps  to  do  justice  to  those  who  were 
among  the  best  citizens  of  the  land.  He  had  re- 
cently visited  the  Pension  Oflice,  and  he  had  seen 
that,  at  tills  time,  there  were  from  ten  thousand  to 
twelve  thousand  claims  to  bounty  lands  lying  un- 
acted upon  for  want  of  clerical  capacity  to  do  the 
necessary  duty.  Among  those  whose  claims  were 
thus  neglected  there  were  some  who  had  perikd 
their  lives  in  the  service  of  the  country,  and  their 
claims  were  likely  to  lie  for  three,  six,  and  proba- 
bly eight  months,  unless  some  addition  were  made 
to  the  force  of  the  ollice,  that  the  Government 
might  keep  its  faith  wiih  them.  They  had  periled 
all  that  was  precious  to  men  to  carry  their  couii- 
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try's  flag  in  Honor  and  to  victory,  and  the  least 
that  Congress  could  do  was  to  dispose  of  their 
claims  in  sonieiiiiiig  like  a  reasonable  time.  He 
simiily  rose  to  niiike  these  remarks,  having  con- 
stiluenls  of  his  own  numbered  among  these  merit- 
orious applicants  who  had  stood  so  long  knocking 
at  the  door  of  the  Pension  Office  ineffectually  for 
justice.  The  national  faith  was  pledged  to  them; 
and  for  the  country's  interest  and  the  country's 
honor  they  had  sacrificed  their  all,  and  mingled 
their  blood  together.  The  national  honor,  tiien, 
required  that  its  fuith  should  be  preserved.  Having 
made  these  remarks,  he  withdrew  the  amendment 
which  he  had  offered. 

Mr.  G.  W.  JONIlS  moved  to  amend  by  adding 
after  tiie  wo)d  "  pensions"  the  words  "  with  the 
approval  of  the  Secretary  of  War,"  and  on  this  he 
desired  that  a  vote  should  be  taken.  He  tliought 
it  was  important  that  this  amendment  should  be 
adopted.  Mr.  J.  then  proceeded  to  argue  its  ne- 
cessity, in  reply  to  some  remarks  which  had  fallen 
from  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Green.] 
This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Cocke's  amendment  as  amended  was  then 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  add  an  item  for  extra 
clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  be 
paid  out  of  an  unexpended  balance  in  said  office, 
two  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars.  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  THIBODEAUX  moved  to  amend  the  item 
for  outfits  of  charges  des  affaires  to  Naples,  the 
Papal  States,  and  the  Republics  of  Bolivia,  Gua- 
temala, and  the  Ecuador,  twenty-two  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars,  by  striking  out  the  words 
"the  Papal  States,"  and  reduce  the  amount  of 
twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  to  eigh- 
teen thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  said  he  intended 
to  vote  against  the  proposed  mission  to  Rome,  but 
before  doing  so  he  desired  to  set  himself  right  be- 
fore the  country.  If  we  had  commercial  or  politi- 
cal relations  with  the  Papal  States  which  demand- 
ed the  protection  of  an  ambassador,  he  would  vote 
for  it.  But  he  understood  tliat  we  had  little  or 
no  commerce  there,  and  that  during  our  separate 
national  existence  we  had  established  no  political 
relations  with  the  Pope;  there  seemed,  then,  to  be 
no  necessity  for  our  doing  so  now.  In  giving  the 
vote  which  he  had  intimated  his  purpose  to  give, 
he  desired  not  to  be  misunderstood  by  his  Catholic 
constituents.  He  was  actuated  by  no  feeling  of 
prejudice  against  Catholicism;  but  it  was  his  deep 
conviction  that  we  had  no  right  to  interfere  in  mat- 
ters of  religion.  That  subject  should  be  left  by  the 
House  where  it  had  been  left  by  the  Constitution — 
to  the  heal  ts  of  tlie  people;  and  he  would  say  to 
every  man  throughout  this  broad  Confederacy, 
"  Go  and  serve  God  after  the  dictates  of  your 
own  conscience."  It  was  necessary  at  this  time 
that  the  country  should  husband  its  resources,  and 
he  could  not  consent,  therefore,  to  incur  the  expense 
of  a  new  mission  which  seemed  not  to  be  demand- 
ed Ijy  the  politipal  or  commercial  condition  of  the 
countrv.  He  then  with.drew  the  amendment  which 
Tie  had  offered,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  an 
opportunity  to  make  these  observations. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  moved  an  amendment  so  as  to 
provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  full  minister  to 
Ilome.  He  moved  to  strike  out  "  charge  d'affaires" 
to  the  Papal  States,  and  insert  "  resident  minister," 
and  increase  the  sum  to  ^30,000. 

Mr.  H.said:  I  regret  that  the  opportunity  has 
not  been  afforded  me  of  replying  to  the  speech  of 
my  honorable  friend  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Levi.vJ  before  the  committee  proceeded  to  vote  on 
the  appropriation  which  provides  the  means  of 
opening  diplomatic  intercourse  v/ith  the  Papal 
Stales.  The  speech  was  remarkable  for  the  beau- 
ty of  its  language  and  the  elevated  tone  of  many 
of  its  .sentiments;  but  it  lacked  one  great  rpjality — 
liberality.  There  was  about  it  nothing  of  tolera- 
tion; it  di.sc!o.«ed  none  of  the  spirit  of  the  beautiful 
sentiment  of  St.  Augu.stine,  "  Let  there  be  charity 
in  all  things."  I  cannot,  of  course  within  the  few 
minutes  allowed  me,  attempt  to  reply  to  the  .speech 
of  tiie  honorable  gentleman;  but  I  shall  seek  an 
early  occasion  to  do  so,  when  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
show  that  there  is  much  in  the  present  condition 
of  It;dy  to  awaken  the  hopes  of  all  men  wlu)  watch 
with  interest  the  progress  of  reform  throughout 
the  world.  In  the  mean  while,  let  us  not,  in  our 
impatience,  forget  that  there  is  a  mighty  difference 
between  reform  and  revolution.  A  reformation  is 
brought  about  by  the  steady  but  gradual  march  of 


truth;  while  a  revolution,  like  the  earthquake,  too 
often  upheaves  to  overthrow  and  crush.  That 
a  reform  is  begun  in  Italy,  no  man  can  doubt 
who  will  take  the  trouble  to  compare  the  present 
political  state  of  that  country  with  that  which  it 
exhibited  previous  to  the  accession  of  the  present 
Pontiff.  The  spirit  of  reforin  is  waked  up  in  that 
beautiful  and  classic  land.  It  can  never  be  put 
down.  While  a  representative  of  the  freest  gov- 
ernment on  earth  may  be  employed  in  observing 
the  progress  of  liberal  principles  in  that  interesting 
and  important  part  of  Europe,  and  may  serve  to 
diffuse  a  better  knowledge  of  our  political  system, 
I  Cannot  discover  that  we  can  suffer  any  injury 
from  such  intercourse. 

In  my  judgment,  neither  Christianity  nor  free 
principles  have  any  tiling  to  fear  from  a  conflict  with 
opposing  powers.  I  would  send  a  minister  to  the 
Papal  States  as  I  would  to  any  other  Power;  I 
would  encourage  every  reform  in  the  Government; 
I  would  cheer  the  friends  of  freedom  in  all  Europe, 
by  sending  a  minister  from  the  United  States  of 
America,  where  the  noblest  toleration  is  granted  to 
all  opinions,  to  reside  at  a  court  where  hitherto  the 
policy  has  been  to  crush  all  freedom  of  thought 
and  action.  It  would  be  a  spectacle  of  high  moral 
interest  to  see  such  a  representative  from  republi- 
can America,  taking  his  postamidst  the  ruined  tem- 
ples and  arches  of  a  country  where,  in  other  days, 
republican  Rome  exhibited  to  the  world  its  col- 
lossal  proportions. 

Sir,  1  do  not  mistake  the  Pope  for  a  republican; 
far  from  it:  but  1  recognize  him  as  a  reformer.  1 
desire  to  send  to  all  the  Stales  named  in  this  bill 
ministers  resident,  in  the  place  of  charges  des  af- 
faires. They  would  be  accredited  to  the  Sove- 
reign, while  charges  des  affaires  would  be  accred- 
ited to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Hilliard's 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  LEVIN  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  to  reduce  the  sum  of  1^18,500  to 
p8,0U0. 

Mr.  L.  then  said  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  Hilliard]  had  taken  occasion 
to  allude  to  the  want  of  liberality  on  his  (Mr.  L.'s) 
part,  in  resisting  the  riveting  of  this  religious  link 
between  Papal  Rome  and  free  America.  Sir,  (said 
he,)  the  present  Pope  is  guided  and  directed  and 
controlled  by  Louis  Philippe.  The  old  Pope  was 
under  the  direction  of  Prince  Metternich,  of  Aus- 
tria. We  all  know  the  settled  hostility  which  has 
existed  for  centuries  between  France  and  England. 
Louis  Philippe  sees,  or  thinks  he  sees,  that  Eng- 
land, through  Puseyism,is  relapsing  into  Roman- 
ism. He  has  said  to  the  Pope,  popularize  your 
system.  It  is  a  perfect  system,  addressed  to  every 
passion  or  prejudice,  hope  or  fear,  which  work 
within  the  human  breast.  And  yet,  amid  the 
spreading  ITghts  of  the  nineteenth  century,  the 
re]jresentatives  of  the  American  people  are  called 
upon  to  recognize  Papal  Rome  on  the  ground  that 
the  present  Pope  is  a  reformer.  You  cannot  con- 
gratulate Pius  IX.  without  congratulating  him 
upon  his  Papal  system.  Send  your  embassy  to 
Pius  IX.  Embassies  once  opened,  as  I  before 
said,  are  never  closed.  The  Pope  is  not  living  for 
himself,  but  for  the  Pope  who  is  to  succeed  him, 
and  has  pledged  himself  to  hand  down  that  sacred 
deposit  of  slavery  as  he  received  it  from  his  pre- 
decessors; that  he  will  leave  untouched.  And 
when  the  American  people,  judging  from  the  para- 
graphs put  into  the  papers  by  bishops  and  Jesuits, 
are  led  to  think  the  present  Pope  a  reformer,  he 
plants  himself  upon  his  true  ground  and  says,  I 

am  a  despot.     It  was  in  no  sectarian 

Here  the  hammer  fell;  but — 
Mr.  LEVIN  finished  his  sentence:  "  s[)irit  that 
the  Native  Americans  resist  this  union  of  our  free 
Republic  with  Papal  Rome."     Mr.  L.  withdrew 
liis  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  lilLLIARD  here  moved  an  amendment 
with  a  view  to  reply.  Mr.  H.  said:  My  honor- 
able friend  and  myself  do  not  differ  in  our  horror 
of  an  intolerant  and  dangerous  religious  system; 
but  we  do  differ  in  our  views  of  the  true  policy  to 
be  pursued  towards  the  Papal  power.  We  both 
desire  to  sustain  the  Bible,  and  to  vindicate  Pro- 
testant Christianity.  I  need  not  say  that  I  am  no 
partisanof  the  Pope;  on  thecontrary,  there  breathes 
not  a  man  whose  symfiathy  with  the  Protestant 
cause  beats  stronger  or  quicker  than  my  own.  I 
can  never  forget  its  battles  nor  its  victories,  its  per- 
secutions nor  its  triumphs.     But,  sir,  I  solemnly 


believe  that  toleration  is  the  tciscst  as  well  as  noblest 
policy. 

The  gentleman  has  been  so  indiscreet  as  to  men- 
tion the  nineteenth  century.  Sir,  there  has  been 
a  time  when  such  an  argument  as  we  have  heard 
to-day  would  have  been  ap|iropriate.  It  was  that 
dark  period  when  the  dungeon,  the  inquisition, 
and  the  stake  claimed  as  victims  all  who  were  con- 
victed of  heresy  by  a  tribunal  usurping  the  author- 
ity of  God.  But  in  this  nineteenth  century  I  am 
surprised  to  hear  such  views  in  an  American  Con- 
gress, from  a  gentleman  so  enlightened  as  my 
friend  from  Pennsylvania. 

He  asks  what  reforms  has  the  Pope  granted  ?  I 
answer  that  he  lias  expelled  from  power  a  Secre- 
tary of  State  distinguished  for  his  despotic  and 
harsh  opinions,  and  put  in  his  place  a  man  of  lib- 
eral views;  he  has  thrown  wide  a  door  for  the  ad- 
mission of  his  people  without  resjiect  to  rank  who 
may  come  with  petitions  to  him;  he  has  caused  a 
box  to  be  placed  in  the  Vatican,  where  all  who 
desire  to  submit  their  complaints  to  his  own  eye 
may  deposit  a  statement  of  their  wrongs;  he  has 
assembled  a  council  to  advise  him  as  to  the  wants 
of  his  people;  and,  if  he  had  done  nothing  more 
than  transfer  his  alliance  from  Metternich  to  Louis 
Philippe,  I  should  hail  that  as  a  great  step  in  the 
prosress  of  reform. 

Rely  upon  it,  sir,  the  spirit  of  reform  is  waked 
up  in  Italy.  It  will  "not  down  at  the  bidding" 
of  armed  and  imperious  Austria  or  any  other  hu- 
man power.  I  would  send  a  minister  from  this 
Republic  to  cheer  it,  to  observe  it,  to  report  its  pro- 
gress. That  spirit  will,  I  trust  yet  rekindle  the 
fires  upon  the  ruined  altars  of  freedom  throughout 
Italy. 

Our  true  policy  is  to  extend  our  peaceful  rela- 
tions with  the  world.  We  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  an  intercourse  of  that  kind  with  other  Pow- 
ers. Truth  is  clad  in  more  than  triple  steel;  and  I 
would  bid  her  spread  her  standard  in  the  very 
midst  of  the  world,  and  take  her  station  in  front  of 
the  Vatican.  By  keeping  the  Papal  See  isolated, 
you  strengthen  it.  It  carries  on  its  agencies  in 
secret.  Bring  it  upon  the  open  field;  do  not  shun 
it;  bring  it  into  open  intercourse  with  a  free  Pro- 
testant nation,  and  civil  and  religious  liberty  will 
achieve  new  triumphs. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsyvania,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  to  increase  the  sum  from 
P8,500  to  $20,000. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  was  not  in  the  House  on  Thurs- 
day, when  his  colleague  [Mr.  Levin]  read  his 
speech  against  the  appropriation  for  a  charge  d'af- 
faires to  the  Papal  States,  nor  had  he  read  it  in 
the  papers;  but  he  had  heard  enough  in  the  re- 
marks of  that  gentleman  just  made,  to  know  that 
their  whole  character  had  been  the  introduction  of 
religious  discussion  and  legislation  in  that  Hall. 
The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  (said  Mr. 
B.,)  as  well  as  the  constitutions  of  all  the  States, 
prohibit  all  legislation  on  this  subject — require 
no  such  test  for  any  station  under  them;  and,  in 
fact,  both  by  their  spirit  and  letter,  prohibit  its 
introduction  either  into  our  domestic  or  foreign  re- 
lations in  any  way  whatever.  It  never  has  entered 
into  the  consideration  of  our  Government  before, 
what  was  the  religious  character  of  any  people 
with  whom  we  had,  or  proposed  to  establish,  ami- 
cable relations;  and  he  regretted  very  much  that 
his  colleague  had  introduced  it  now.  In  the  legis- 
lation of  Congress,  this  incendiary  subject  had 
never  found  favor;  and  with  the  peojjle  every- 
where, except  in  the  district  represented  by  the 
gentleman  himself,  it  had  been  quickly  and  sternly 
rebuked. 

Mr.  LEVIN  (standing  before  the  Speaker's 
desk,  and  in  front  of  Mr.  Brown)  called  out,  "  In 
the  tinder-box." 

Mr.  BROWN.  Yes  !  he— (pointing  to  Mr.  Le- 
vin)— the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania — was  the 
first  to  introduce  the  incendiary  subject  of  religion 
into  the  politics  of  Philadelphia,  and  by  his  inflani- 
malory  harangues,  produced  all  the  incendiarism 
and  bloodshed  that  for  a  while  covered  it  with 
gloom  and  disgrace.     Yes,  sir,  he  was  the  author 

of  all  the  incendiary  measures 

The  CHAIRMAN  here  interposed,  and  called 
the  gentleman  to  order. 
[Cries  of  order.] 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.    I  would  like  to  know- 
why  my  colleague  is  out  of  order.' 
The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  wag  not  in  order  for 
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a  gentleman  in  debate  to  reflect  upon  the  character 
of  another  member  of  this  House. 

Mr.  BROWN  still  retaining  the  floor- 
Mr.  LEVIN  repeated   the  question.     Did   the 
incendiary  spirit  to  which  the  gentleman  alluded 
originate  from  a  tinder-box  .' 

Mr.  BROWN.  The  incendiary  spirit  origina- 
ted from  the  gentleman  himself,  introducing  reli- 
gion into  the  political  contests  of  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  again  rose  to  order. 
He  desired  to  have  the  sense  of  the  House  upon 
tjie  question  whether  it  was  competent  for  one 
member  to  say  of  another  member  here,  by  a  fig- 
urative expression,  (for  such  he  supposed  it  was,) 
that  he  was  the  author  of  an  incendiary  movement .' 
It  appeared  to  him,  that  such  words  had  been  used 
from  time  immemorial  in  Parliament,  and  in  every 
legislative  assembly. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  interposing,  inquired  of 
the  Chair  if  this  debate  was  not  out  of  order.' 

M*.  INGERSOLL,  before  he  took  his  seat,  ap- 
pealed from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  that  his  col- 
league was  out  of  order  in  his  remarks. 

The  CHAIR  called  the  committee  to  order,  and 
stated  the  decision.  He  considered  it  out  of  order 
for  any  gentleman  upon  this  floor  to  impute  to  any 
other  gentleman  that  he  had  been  actuated  by  an 
incendiary  motive  and  purpose;  and  upon  that 
ground  had  decided  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
ania  [Mr.  Brown]  to  be  out  of  order.  From  this 
decision  the  gentleman  [Mr.  Ingersoll]  appeal- 
ed; and  the  question  was,  "  Shall  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  comm.it- 
tee.'" 

The  question,  being  taken  on  the  appeal  by  tel- 
lers, was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  96,  noes 
81.  ■ 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained,  and 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  Brown  were  decided  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  LEVIN  rose  and  moved  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment  to  reduce  the  sum  to  $10,000,  and 
was  about  to  speak,  when  he  was  interrupted  by 
inquiries  from  several  gentlemen  if  Mr.  Brown 
■was  not  entitled  to  the  floor. 

The  CHAIRMAN  replied  that  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Brown]  had  two  minutes 
of  his  time  remaining,  but,  having  been  decided 
out  of  order,  he  could  not  proceed  under  the  rule 
without  leave  of  the  House. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  that  he  be  allowed  to 
proceed  in  order. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  he  did  not  want  any  favors. 
If  he  could  not  go  on  under  the  rule  as  a  matter  of 
right  he  would  not  at  all. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  accordingly  waived  his  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  he  would  withdraw  his 
amendment  and  move  another,  and  on  this  he 
claimed  the  right  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 
There  was  great  confusion  and  excitement  in  the 
Hall. 

The  CHAIRMAN  called  to  order,  and  said  no 
proposition  would  be  entertained  until  the  commit- 
tee came  to  order. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  stated  his  point  of  order.  He 
understood  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Brown]  to  have  been  ruled  out  of  order  in  his  re- 
marks, and  made  to  take  his  seat.  He  therefore 
could  not  rise  up  without  leave  of  the  House.  But 
he  assumed  to  take  the  floor,  to  make  another  mo- 
tion, and  to  go  on  with  his  speech.  He  look  ob- 
jection to  it,  and  contended  that  the  gentleman  had 
no  right  to  the  floor.  His  colleague,  [Mr.  Levin,] 
moreover,  had  obtained  the  floor  after  he  [Mr. 
Brown]  was  called  to  order,  and  had  otiered  an 
amendment,  on  which  he  was  now  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Considerable  conversation  ensued. 
The  CHAIRMAN  overruled  Mr.  Coi.lamer's 
point  of  order,  and  decided  tliat  Mr.  Brown,  al- 
though he  had  been  decided  out  of  order  in  his  re- 
marks; having  withdrawn  his  amendment,  had  the 
right  to  ofi'er  another  and  to  explain  it  under  the 
rule. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  inquired  of  the  Chairman  con- 
cerning his  decision,  with  a  view  to  appeal  if  he 
understood  it  correctly.  He  understood  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Brown]  to  iiave 
made  a  motion  of  amendment;  to  have  debated 
tliat  motion  for  the  space  of  five  minutes,  or  nearly 
so;  to  have  been  decided  out  of  order  in  his  re- 
marks upon  if,  and  required  by  the  rule  to  lake 


his  seat;  that  he  then  withdrew  that  amendment, 
and,  claiming  not  to  have  yielded  the  floor,  (al- 
though, when  he  had  been  required  to  take  his 
seat,  by  the  rule,  his  colleague  [Mr.  Levin]  was 
recognized  by  the  Chair,  and  offered  an  amend- 
ment,) offered  a  second  amendment,  and  proposed  to 
debate  that  five  minutes.  If  that  was  the  decision 
of  the  Chair,  he  appealed. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  raised  the  point  of  order 
that  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  could  not  make 
a  point  of  order,  there  being  already  one  pend- 
ing. 

The  CHAIRMAN  called  to  order,  and  said  the 
point  of  Mr.  Tompkins  was  in  order,  there  being  no 
other  pending  previously. 

In  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  Mr.  Tompkins— 

The  CPIAIRMAN  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  un- 
der the  broad  language  of  the  rule,  it  was  com- 
petent for  a  gentleman  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment, and  offer  another  one  and  go  on  with  his 
remarks. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  appealed  from  the  decision, 
and  wished  to  state  the  grounds  on  which  he  rest- 
ed his  appeal;  but  was  greeted  by  vehement  and 
continued  cries  to  order  from  the  opposite  side  of 
the  Hall. 

The  CHAIR  called  to  order,  but  in  vain,  as  his 
voice  was  drowned  in  the  confusion  that  prevailed 
on  the  floor. 

Mr.  T^OMPKINS,  in  the  mean  time,  retained 
his  position  on  the  floor. 

In  the  midst  of  this  scene  of  uproar  and  excite- 
ment— 

Mr.  BOTTS  rose  and  moved  that  the  committee 
rise. 

The  question  being  taken  by  tellers,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  committee  rose  and  reported. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were 
presented  under  the  rule,  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  EVANS,  ofivraryland :  Tlie  petition  of  Sarah  A. 
Win,  praying  compensation  for  two  lior=es  talcenduringtlie 
liitc  war  vvitli  Great  Britain  from  her  late  hualjanU  for  tiie 
use  of  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  PHELi^S:  Tlie  petition  of  John  Young  and  others, 
citizens  of  O.siige  county,  Missouri,  praying  that  a  tract  of 
land  be  donated  to  said  county  for  a  county  seat. 

By  Mr.  ROCKHILL  :  I'he  petition  of  George  W.  Balding 
and  sundry  others,  citizens  of  Steuben  county,  Indiana, 
praying  tlie  establishment  of  a  mail  route  trom  West  Unity, 
Williams  county,  Ohio,  to  Angola,  Steuben  county,  Indiana, 
thence  to  La  Grange  Centre.  Also,  tlie  petition  of  Moses 
Shepherd  and  4-2  oiliers,  praying  tlie  establishment  of  a  post 
route  from  Muncle,  UeUiware  county,  Indiana,  by  way  of 
Alexander,  Madison  county,  to  the  county  seat  of  TipKm 
county,  in  the  State  aforesaid. 

By  Mr.  HUNT :  The  petition  of  James  Abeel,  asking  Con- 
gress to  increase  the  pay  of  military  storekeepers. 

By  Mr.  KAUFMAN  :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Texas 
for  a  mail  route  trom  Fulton  to  Jetteisoii,  in  that  State. 

By  Mr.  ROBINSON  :  The  remonstrance  of  G.  G.  Shnup 
and  89  others,  citizens  of  Laurel,  Indiana,  and  its  vicinity, 
against  the  renewal  to  the  heirs  of  Jethro  Wood  of  a  plough 
patent. 

By  Mr.  SLINGERLAND  :  A  remonstrance  of  86  of  the 
citizens  and  farmers  of  the  county  of  Albany,  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  against  the  renewal  of  the  patent  of  Jethro 
Wood,  now  deceased. 

By  Mr.  Wlil'i  E  :  The  petition  of  Jolin  J.  Young,  a  com- 
mander in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  praying  for  a  pen- 
sion. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  withdrew  from  the  files  of  the  House  the 
petition  and  papers  of  Joseph  Brown,  of  Pennsylvania,  a 
soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  asking  arrears  of  pen- 
sion, &c. 

By  Mr.  GOTT:  The  memorial  of  George  E.  Delavan  and 
others,  citizens  of  Onondaga  county,  Nijvv  York,  praying 
for  a  reduction  of  postage  upon  periodicals  and  pamphlets. 
Also,  the  memorial  of  H.  W.  Allen  and  others,  citizens  of 
Onondaga,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  law  impo.-ing  pott;ige 
upon  newspapers  within  thirty  miles  of  the  office  of  publi- 
cation. Also,  the  remonstrance  of  Win.  J.  Curtip  and 
others,  citizens  of  Onondaga  county,  against  the  passage  of 
any  law  renewing  or  continuing  the  patent  of  Jethro  Wood 
for  a  cast-iron  plough. 

By  Mr.  NEWELL  :  A  memorial  from  William  Riley,  Jo- 
sepli  Goodenough,  and  others,  praying  the  establishing  a 
post  route  from  "Key  Port  to  Squancum,  Monmouth  county. 
New  Jersey. 

By  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York:  The  remonstrance  of 
C.  H.  Sweet  and  yO  others,  citizens  of  Monroe  county.  New 
York,  against  e.xtending  the  patent  lieretofore  granted  to 
Jethro  Wood. 

By  Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  memorial  of 
T.  F.  Gordon,  praying  an  appropriation  to  enable  the  Treas- 
ury Department  to  fulfill  its  contract  for  a  manual  of  the  laws 
relating  to  commerce,  navigation  and  revenue. 

By  Mr.  EVANS,  ol  Ohio:  The  petition  of  Joseph  J.  Wat- 
son for  an  increase  of  pension. 

By  Mr.  TVVlilODY:  Tile  petition  of  Pliny  Allen,  super- 
visor of  Walworth  county, iind  of  E.  R.  Utterand  116othero, 
of  Walworth  and  Rock  counties,  Wisconsin,  praying  for 
tliti  establishmeutof  a  trl-weekly  oinil  route I'rom  MiiwaukiQ 


to  Beloit,  Wisconsin,  via  Troy,  Elkhorn,  Delavan,  Darien, 
Allen's  Grove,  and  Clinton.  Also,  the  petition  of  Seymour 
Wilcox  and  83  others,  of  Wanpnn,  Fondulac  county,  Wis- 
consin, praying  for  the  eslablishment  of  a  mail  route  from 
that  place  to  Dartford,  Mosquito  county,  via  Ceusfo.  Alr-o, 
the  petition  oCLem.  Hollister,  and  4.5  others,  of  Wisconsin, 
praying  for  the  establishment  ofa  mail  route  from  Darien  to 
Whitewater,  in  Walworth  county,  Wisconsin,  through 
Reed's  corner,  Richmond,  and  Kecclie's  Corner.  Also,  the 
petition  of  William  James  and  99  others,  of  Wisconsin  for 
the  same-  object.  Also,  the  petition  of  the  supervisors  of  the 
county  of  Walworth  for  a  mail  route  from  Darien,  through 
Reed's  Corner,  Richmond,  and  Utter's  Corner  to  While- 
water.  Also,  the  petition  of  Berr.ard  Burke  and  116  others, 
settlers  of  the  even  numbered  sections  of  the  canal  lands  in 
Wisconsin,  praying  that  the  same  may  be  sold  at  the  same 
minimum  price  and  subject  to  the  same  rigliis  of  jireemp- 
tion  as  other  jiublic  lands.  Also,  the  pelitioirof  John  Thomp- 
son and  47  others,  residents  on  the  Lake  Michigan  and  Rock 
river  canal  reserve  in  Wisconsin,  piaying  for  the  same 
object,  and  also  for  the  return  of  the  excess  of  the  purchase 
money  over  $1  25  per  acre  of  the  tracts  of  said  lands  already 
sold  to  the  purchasers.  Also,  ihe  petition  of  Myren  E. 
Morse  and  235  others,  of  Wisconsin,  praying  that  the  pre- 
emption law  of  1841  be  so  amended  as  to  extend  the  time 
of  payment  and  proof  to  four  years,  and  so  as  to  extcii^ 
the  benefits  of  the  act  to  all  persons  who  shall  have  filed  a 
declaration  of  intention  to  becorr.e  citizens  of  the  United 
Stales,  and  so  as  to  subject  the  occupants  of  public  lands  to 
taxation  on  account  of  the  lands  occupied  by  them  by  the 
State  or  territory  in  which  they  may  be  situated. 


IN  SENATE. 
Saturday,  March  4,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  en- 
closing a  return  of  the  nunnber  and  designation  of 
the  passengers  which  have  arrived  at  each  collec- 
tion district  during  the  year  ending  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1847;  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Patents;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Also,  several  joint  resolutions  from  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Florida,  on  various  subjects;  which. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  who  suggested 
that  these  resolutions  had  been  heretofore  present- 
ed by  his  colleague,  were  laid  on  the  table. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  RUSK,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  transcribing  certain  State  papers  of  the 
late  Republic  of  Texas;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  on  leave,  intio- 
duced  a  joint  resolution  appointing  certain  Regents 
of  the  Smithsonian  Insiitution;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Cominit- 
tee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
remit  the  duties  on  books,  maps,  and  charts,  im- 
ported for  the  use  of  the  Library  of  Congress; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  P.  moved  that  the  bill  be  now  considered, 
explaining  that  it  was  merely  a  transcript  of  the 
former  law,  which  had  just  expired.  He  antici- 
pated no  objection  to  the  bill,  as  it  must  be  apparent 
to  every  one  that  the  payment  of  duties  in  this  case 
was  merely  taking  money  out  of  one  pocket  to  put 
it  in  the  other. 

The  bill  was  then  considered  as  in  committee  of 
the  whole,  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time.  It  was  then  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 
Mary  Ann  Davis. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  E.xecutive  business. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  suggested  thata  batch 
of  bills  had  just  come  in  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, which  were  on  the  table  to  be  disposed 
of. 

Mr.  SEVIER  said,  it  was  of  much  more  im- 
portance to  transact  the  Executive  business  than 
to  refer  these  bills. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas  insist  on  his  motion.' 

Mr.  SEVIER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried. 

EXECUTIVE   SESSION. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
Executive  business,  (iwenty  minutes  past  twelve,) 
and  remained  with  closed  doors  until  a  late  hour; 
when  the  doors  were  reopened, 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
MoxDAV,  March  6,   ]8J8. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  having  been  read  and 
approved — 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  introduced  to  the  House  Mr. 
S.VMi'EL  A.  Bridges,  a  meml)er  elect  from  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  (to  supply  the  vacancy  caused  by 
the  deatii  of  Mr.  Hornbeck,)  who  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  memorial  and  res- 
olutions of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Florida, 
relative  to  a  mail  route  from  Chattahoochie  to  Pen- 
Bacola. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  same  Legislature,  rela- 
tive to  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who  have 
died  in  the  service  of  their  country  in  Mexico. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  same  Lej^islature,  in 
relation  to  preemption  rights  in  said  Stvite. 

The  memorial  and  resolutions  were  appropriate- 
ly referred. 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  enable 
him  to  move  a  resolution  making  certain  bills  making 
appropriations  forlheim[)rovenient  ofcertain  rivers 
and  harbors  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Tues- 
day, the  21st  day  of  March  instant,  and  so  to  con- 
tinue until  finally  disposed  of  by  the  House. 

On  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken,  and  resulted  in  favor  of  suspend- 
ing 82,  against  it  64.  Two-thirds  not  voting  in 
favor  thereof,  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  he  had  received  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  a 
muster-roll  of  an  Indian  company  received  into  the 
United  States  service  by  Colonel  Harney,  which 
he  asked  leave  to  present,  and  have  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  The  communica- 
tion was  received  and  referred. 

Mr.  McClelland  stated  that  his  colleague, 
Mr.  Stuart,  was  deterred  by  indisposition  from 
accompanying  the  remains  of  the  Hon.  John 
Q,uiNCT  Adams  to  Massacluisetts,  as  a  member  of 
the  committee  ap|iointed  for  that  purpose.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  delegation  from  Michigan 
had  met  and  designated  Mr.  Bingham  of  that  State 
to  fill  the  vacancy.  Mr.  McC.  moved  that  the  sub- 
stitution be  sanctioned. 

Ordered  accordingly. 

JUDICIARY. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  moved  that  the  rules 
be  sus|)ended  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill 
supplemental  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  concern- 
ing the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,"  ap- 
proved June  17,  1844,  and  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Bowlin  to  the  same. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  explained  the  neces- 
eity  and  urged  the  passage  of  this  bill;  reiterating 
the  arguments  used  when  it  was  last  before  the 
House.  He  also  replied  to  some  objections  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bowlin.] 
The  bill  proposed  to  relieve  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  from  attend- 
ance on  circuit  for  the  term  of  two  years,  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  them  to  give  their  whole  at- 
tention to  the  appeal  docket,  on  which  cases  had 
greatly  accumulated.  He  had  been  surprised  to 
find  that  doubts  were  entertained  in  some  cpmrters 
whether  any  business  could  be  done  by  the  district 
judges  on  circuit  if  the  Supreme  Court  judges  of 
the  United  States  were  discharged  from  that  duly. 
If  there  were  any  force  in  that  objection,  the 
passage  of  this  bill  would  have  the  effect  of  bring- 
ing the  business  on  the  circuits  to  u  stand;  but,  to 
show  that  it  was  based  on  error,  he  referred  to  the 
act  of  Congress  of  the  29lh  of  April,  1802,  which 
would  be  found  on  page  ir)8,  vol.  2,  of  the  statutes 
nt  large,  which  gave  to  the  district  judge  alone  the 
power  to  hold  circuit  courts  at  any  and  all  times. 
He  read  the  fourth  section  of  that  act  to  show  that 
llie  power  whicli  he  liud  specified  was  given  to 
the  district  judge. 

He  should  1)6  very  reluctant  to  take  away  from 
the  circuits  the  learning  and  ability  and  industry 
of  the  circuit  judges,  if  he  were  not  [lerfectly  assur- 
ed, from  ample  experience,  of  the  learning  and 
ability  and  industry  of  the  district  judges  them- 
selves. In  the  Pennsylvania  district,  after  the 
death  of  Judge  Baldwin,  and  during  his  sickness — 
a  period  of  more  than  two  years — all  the  business 
of  the  circuit  was  done  by  the  district  judge,  u  man 
of  great  reputation,  and  the  business  was  naver 


better  done  than  during  that  time.  The  district 
judges  were  men  of  ability,  and  they  were  per- 
fectly competent  to  discharge  the  duty  that  would 
devolve  upon  them  during  the  two  years  that  they 
would  be  deprived  of  the  assistance  of  the  circuit 
judges  by  this  bill,  while  theSupreme  Court  would 
thereby  be  enabled  to  dispose  of  the  cases  on  its 
calendar,  which  were  accumulating,  and  the  deci- 
sion of  which  was  of  pressing  necessity. 

Mr.  I.  then  gave  a  historical  review  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  the  enlargement  from  time  to  time  of 
its  terms,  from  an  early  period  down  to  the  recent 
change,  by  which  the  commencement  of  its  session 
was  altered  from  the  first  Monday  in  January  to 
the  first  Monday  in  December.  He  read  tabular 
statements  of  the  condition  of  its  docket  and  the 
number  of  cases  disposed  of  during  a  succession  of 
years,  and  went  on  to  enumerate  the  States  from 
which  the  cases  came  that  were  now  on  the  docket, 
and  thereby  showed  that  in  this  bill  suitors  from 
the  distant  States  had  the  deepest  interest.  He 
then  urged  the  passage  of  the  bill  with  great  ear- 
nestness. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  spoke  at  great  length  in  oppo- 
sition, and  in  advocacy  of  an  amendment  which  he 
proposed  to  substitute  for  the  bill  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  said  that  he  regretted  to  see  such 
a  manifest  disposition  to  force  this  bill  through, 
without  investigation,  without  deliberation.  By 
the  refusal  of  the  House  to  commit  this  bill,  and 
suffer  it  to  take  the  usual  course  of  legislation,  it 
was  too  clearly  manifested  that  it  was  to  be  passed 
through,  irrespective  of  its  merits.  That  it  was 
at  all  times  embarrassing  to  him  to  speak  in  that 
Hall,  and  became  doubly  so  when  he  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  argue  against  a  prejudged  case.  But 
he  had  a  duty  to  perform,  and  if  the  bill  must  pass, 
he  intended  to  record  his  sentiments  and  his  vote 
against  it.  In  view  of  the  history  of  this  measure, 
he  could  not  look  upon  it  in  any  other  light  than 
as  a  permanent  measure,  however  plausible  a  char- 
acter it  may  assume  as  a  temporary  act.  Those 
who  sought  its  passage  did  not  want  ifas  a  tempo- 
rary measure,  if  they  were  not  satisfied  that  it  was 
to  become  permanent.  Pass  the  bill  for  two  years, 
and,  in  his  humble  opinion,  they  might  take  their 
leave  of  the  circuit  judges  upon  their  circuits  for- 
ever. This,  he  believed,  would  be  ilie  effect  of  the 
bill;  and,  whether  designed  or  not  by  the  commit- 
tee, those  who  had  the  beneficiary  interest  in  it  so 
considered  it,  in  his  solemn  belief. 

He  then  went  into  a  history  of  the  measure  of 
separating  the  Supreme  Court  from  the  States  and 
the  people,  from  its  origin  with  the  odium  of  the 
midnight  judges  in  1801,  up  to  the  present  time. 
He  detailed  its  progress,  its  final  passage,  public 
indignation,  and  its  speedy  overthrow.  He  then 
recurred  to  the  second  attempt  in  1824-'25,  and 
1825-'26,  to  produce  the  like  effect,  and  its  failure 
at  that  time.  Pie  commented  at  length  upon  these 
continued  struggles  to  provide  for  the  ease,  com- 
fort, and  convenience  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  at  the  expense  and  to  the  injury  of  the 
people. 

He  said  no  man  entertained  a  higher  respect  than 
he  had  for  that  coordinate  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  knew  their  character;  he  knew  the 
elevated  position  which  they  properly  occupied  in 
public  estimation,  and  he  knew  them  still  better 
in  the  vast  and  mighty  power  which  they  exer- 
cised; but  with  all  his  respect  for  the  judges,  in 
the  exercise  of  his  functions  as  a  representative  of 
the  people,  he  should  speak  of  them  with  the 
utmost  freedom  of  debate.  He  then  reviewed  their 
powers  and  duties,  and  the  diversified  systems  of 
laws  they  were  called  upon  to  administer,  and  the 
necessity  of  their  becoming  familiar  with  the  prac- 
tical operations  of  such  systems,  to  enable  them 
to  adjudicate  wisely  upon  them.  And  he  reviewed 
at  length  the  circuit  system,  and  eulogized  its 
beauties  under  all  circumstances,  and  particularly 
in  a  federative  system  of  government. 

He  reminded  the  House  that  these  judges  had  a 
common-law  jurisdiction,  to  be  administered  for  the 
several  States,  according  to  their  systems,  as  opera- 
ted upon  by  their  customs,  usages,  and  statutory 
law.  He  commented  at  length  upon  the  beauties 
and  origin  of  the  common  law,  and  demonstrated 
that  it  never  grew  up  to  its  present  perfection  by 
judges  in  secret  chambers.  It  was  the  circuit  sys- 
tem under  whicli  the  common  law  grew  up — a 
sysiem  still  adhered  to  by  our  ancestors. 
.  He  alluded  to  our  tialurul  antipathy  to  the  po- 


litical systems  of  England,  but  remarked  that  he 
presumed  no  lawyer  would  fail  to  acknowledge  the 
beauty  of  her  system  of  jurisprudence.  He  then 
went  into  a  detail  of  the  system  by  which  the 
highest  judges  of  the  empire  attended  the  circuits, 
and  pursued  nisi  pn'its  business;  and  alleged  that 
since  the  reform  speech  of  Lord  Brougham,  it  had 
almost  ripened  into  a  proverb,  that  no  judge  was 
qualified  to  decide  in  the  last  resort,  who  did  not 
perform  nisi  prim  duties. 

He  alluded  to  the  duties  of  the  Lord  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  King's  Bench,  who,  he  believed,  tried 
more  cases  in  the  lower  courts  than  the  whole  of 
our  Supreme  Judges,  and  yet  set  in  the  high  court, 
and  adjudicated  appeals.  But,  to  accomplish  this, 
he  had  to  avoid  fancy  speeches  for  the  amusement 
of  the  public.  It  was  not  in  the  King's  Bench,  as 
here;  a  crowd,  even  ladies,  collected  from  day  to 
day,  to  hear  specimens  of  forensic  eloquence; 
when,  if  the  bar  were  strictly  confined  to  the  prin- 
ciples of  law,  and  plain,  unpoetic  legal  authorities, 
it  would  fall  dull  upon  their  ears. 

He  also  went  into  a  lengthened   argument  to 
prove  that  this  system,  if  adopted,  enhanced  the 
price  of  justice  to  the  people  of  the  distant  States; 
that  it  would  enhance  the  evil  of  a  large  docket, 
I  under  which  pretence  they  had  been  called   upon 
i  to  pass  this  bill;  and  that  it  was  solely  for  the  ease 
1  of  the  bench  and  benefit  of  leading  attorneys  who 
centred  around  the  metropolis.     He  could  see  no 
other  interest  connected  in  the  measure. 
!       He  was  then  proceeding  to  point  out  and  de- 
j  nounce  the  evils  of  the  new  system,  and  eulogizing 
I  the  circuit  system  established  in   1789  by  our  an- 
cestors, and  demonstrating  that  if  we  were  reck- 
lessly to  tear  down  that  beautiful  system,  then  his 
amendment  presented  the  next  best  system  in  his 
substitute 

When  the  hammer  fell,  evidently  before  he  was 
through. 

[The  speeches  of  Mr.  J.  R.  Inoersoll  and  Mr. 
Bowlin,  on  the  same  subject,  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix.] 

Mr.  STEPHENS  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  moved  that  the 
bill  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  stood,  yeas  67,  nays  88. 

So  the  bill  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  then  recurred,  and  was  taken  on 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question,  but  there 
was  no  second. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  words  "  two 
years,"  and  inserting  "one  year,"  so  as  to  limit 
the  operation  of  the  bill  for  one  year. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  was  convinced  that  some  reform 
should  be  made  in  the  judiciary  system  of  this 
country.  It  was  reijuired  by  the  number  of  ap- 
peals from  all  sections  of  the  country.  He  had 
come  to  the  House  this  morning  determined  not  to 
support  this  bill;  but  he  was  frank  to  confess  that 
the  remarks  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  had  induced  him  to  change  his  mind. 
He  understood  the  honorable  gentleman  to  say  he 
would  introduce  a  bill  for  the  reform  of  the  Judi- 
ciary. It  was  not  possible  for  the  House  at  this 
time  to  go  into  a  consideiation  of  the  revision  of 
the  whole  system;  but  any  one  who  was  familiar 
with  the  number  of  cases  and  the  progress  of  busi- 
ness before  the  Supreme  Court  must  be  convinced 
that  absolute  injustice  was  perpetrated  on  the 
clients  before  that  court.  He  would  mention  one 
case;  and  from  this  they  might  judge  of  others. 
His  attention  had  been  called  to  it  by  one  of  his 
constituents.  It  was  a  case  involving  ^18,000, and 
was  brought  up  to  the  Supreme  Court  by  appeal, 
in  1844,  ami  entered  on  the  docket  of  1844-'45.  It 
was  continued  on  the  docket  of  1845-'46,  1846-'47, 
and  was  now  on  the  docket  of  1847- '48,  number 
65,  there  being  some  twenty  cases  before  it. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL.  The  court  has  just 
got  beyond  case  number  forty. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  (continuing)  said  it  would  he 
impossible  to  reach  it  during  this  session  of  the 
court,  unless  some  bill  of  this  character  passed 
Congress.  Now,  as  the  necessary  result  of  this 
delay  on  the  parties— -!i|,18,000  were  involved  in  the 
controversy — the  defeated  party  brought  it  up  with 
no  expeclalion  of  success  in  the  appeal,  but  for  the 
benefit  of  the  delay.  They  refused  to  submit  it  to 
the  court  on  printed  arguments,  but  insisted  that 
counsel    ihould  appear.     Th«   consequence   was 
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that  the  party  who  had  justice  on  hi.s  side  v/as 
about  to  be  sold  out,  haviiio;  been  deprived  of  jus- 
tice for  four  years,  and  was  in  a  desperate  condi- 
tion. That  was  but  one  case.  He  knew  not  how 
many  cases  there  were  of  a  similar  character.  He 
thought  the  House  should  take  the  subject  into 
consideration  and  adopt  some  system,  if  it  were 
possible,  by  which  these  judges  could  be  constrain- 
ed to  greater  progress,  or  be  enabled  to  make  greater 
progress,  (as  it  was  said  they  were  now  unable  to 
00.)  For  his  part,  he  found  that  the  increasing 
the  length  of  the  terms  which  they  held  had  not 
increased  the  number  of  cases  disposed  of.  He 
■went  into  some  details  to  show  the  fact,  that  the 
despatch  of  business  was  not  as  great  before  that 
court  now  as  formerly. 

Now,  it  was  of  the  utmost  moment  to  the  State 
which  he  had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  that 
they  should  have  the  circuit  judges  go  there;  and 
he  was  in  doubt  whether  it  was  of  more  importance 
to  have  the  Supreme  Court  deciding  here  or  going 
into  the  circuit  of  Mississippi.  But  he  thought  it 
was  better  that  they  should  go  on  here  and  attempt 
to  clear  the  docket.  With  this  object  he  moved 
the  amendment  of  one  year.  If  adopted,  it  would 
enable  this  Congress — upon  whom  lie  thought  was 
devolved  the  duty — to  change  the  judiciary  system 
within  that  time.  For  himself,  he  was  convinced 
that  much  of  that  which  was  said  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Missouri  was  true.  If  we  once  relieved 
the  Supreme  Court  judges  from  circuit  court  at- 
tendance, even  for  a  limited  time,  he  was  afraid 
they  would  never  again  attend  to  circuit  court  du- 
ties; and  the  result  would  be  that  we  should  have 
nine  judges  for  life  fastened  upon  this  Government. 
But  on  account  of  the  largeness  of  the  docket  he 
was  willing  to  relieve  them  from  the  performance 
of  circuit  duties  for  one  year,  hoping  that  there 
would  be  a  reform  in  our  judicial  system. 

He  suggested  a  change  in  the  places  for  holding 
the  court,  and  suggested  that  it  should  sit  in  two 
different  places  of  the  Union  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  suitors  and  parties  of  the  legal  profession. 
He  also  intimated  that  Washington,  during  the 
excitement  of  a  session  of  Congress,  was  less  fa- 
vorable for  the  despatch  of  business  than  any  other 
place  would  be.  He  suggested  a  reconstruction  of 
the  court  itself,  but  reserved  the  expression  of  his 
opinion  on  that  point  until  a  promised  bill  to  reform 
the  Judiciary  should  come  up  for  discussion,  and 
concluded  by  urging  the  adoption  of  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  this  was  not  a  bill,  he 
thought,  for  the  relief  of  the  Supreme  Court,  but 
for  the  relief  of  its  suitors.  He  could  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  truthfulness  of  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi.  He  had  a  cause  on 
the  docket  himself,  which  had  been  there  for 
three  years  without  being  reached;  and  tliis  fact, 
he  was  of  opinion,  was  an  inducement  with  some 
parties  to  carry  up  their  cases,  as  thereby  they 
availed  themselves  of  the  delay  which  an  appeal 
produced.  To  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  was  in  many  cases  an  absolute 
denial  of  justice,  and  something  should  be  done  to 
remedy  the  existing  evil.  If  one  year  would  be 
suflicienl  to  enable  the  judges  to  dispose  of  the 
business  on  the  docket,  he  should  be  content  to 
adopt  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi; but  he  believed  the  number  of  cases  was 
one  hundred  and  fifty  or  one  hundred  and  sixty. 

Mr.  .1.  R.  INGERSOLL.  After  disposing  of 
those  that  would  be  disposed  of  during  the  present 
term. 

Mr.  VINTON  had  excluded  those  decided 
during  the  present  term,  which  were  about  forty 
in  number.  To  dispose  of  those,  however,  the 
court  had  sat  since  the  first  Monday  in  December; 
and  at  that  rate  he  feared  one  year  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  dispose  of  those  which  remained. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded;  and,  under  its  opera- 
tion, the  amendment  of  Mr.  7'uompson  was  agreed 
to. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  substitute  for 
the  bill  which  was  offered  on  a  previous  day  by 
Mr.  BowLiN,  and  it  was  rejected. 
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The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and,  being  engrossed,  was  read 
a  third  time. 

And  the  question  being  "Shall  this  bill  pass?" 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Abbott,  Greeu  Adams,  Bnrrow,  Brtyly, 
Bedincpr,  Bnpock,  Boydon,  Brodhead,  Brady,  Bridcps,  Burt, 
Butler,  Cabell,  Canby,  Cliapirian,  Clinsman,  Howell  Cnbh, 
Cocke,  Conger,  Cranston,  Oickey,  Dixon,  Diier,  Oarnett 
Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckert,  Edsall,  feinbree,  Nathan  Evans, 
Farrelly,  Freedley,  Fulton,  Gaines,  Gayle,  Glddins;s,Goga;in, 
Green,  Gregory,  iSrinnell,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  James  G. 
Hampton,  Harris,  Henry,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Inge,' 
Joseph  R.  InsersoU,  Iverson,  John  W.  Jones,  Daniel  P. 
Kinc;,  Levin,  McLane,  Marsh,  Marvin,  Morehead.  Nelson, 
P.alfrey.  Pendleton,  Petrie,  Preston,  Putnam,  Reynolds, 
Julius  Rockwell,  Rumsey,  St.  John.  Shepperd,  Silvester, 
Truman  Smith,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Strohm,  Strong,  Thibo- 
deau.y,  Taylor,  Jacob  Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson, 
John  B.  Thompson,  Robert  A.  Tlmmpson,  Toon)bs,  Tuck, 
Van  Dyke,  Venable,  Vinton,  Warren,  White,  and  Wood- 
ward—89. 

NAVS— Messrs.  Beale,  Bivdsall.  Black,  Bowlin,  Boyd, 
Charles  Brown,  Buckner,  Collins,  Orozier,  Donnell.  Fe.ith- 
erston,  Ficklin,  Fisher,  Fries,  Gott, Moses  Hampton,  Henley, 
Hill,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  G.-orje  S.  Houston,  Charles  J.  Inser- 
soll,  Jenkins,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Kel- 
logg, Keunon,  Jjahm,  Sidney  Lawrence,  Leffler,  Lincoln, 
Lord,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McClernand,  McKay.  Mann, 
Miller,  Morris,  Murphy.  Outlaw,  Peaslee,  Peck",  Peyton, 
Pollock,  Richardson,  Richey,  Robinson,  Rockhill.  Root, 
Sawver,  Simpson,  Sims,  Smart,  Thomas,  Tompkins,  Turner, 
and  Wick— 60. 

So  the  bill  v/as  passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence. 

The  following  is  the  bill  as  it  passed: 
A  BILL  supplemental  to  the  act  enlitled  "  An  act  concern- 
ing the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,"  approved 

June  17,  ]8!4, 

Beit  enacted,  ^'c.  That  for  and  during  the  term  of  one 
year  from  the  passing  of  this  act,  it  shall  not  he  the  duty  of 
the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  attend  any  circuit 
court,  and  the  business  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  receive 
the  undivided  attention  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
with  power  to  adjourn  from  time  to  time,  and  to  hold  their 
sifting':  at  such  times  and  vpith  such  intervals  as  the  pressure 
of  business  may  permit  and  require:  Provideil,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  take  away  the  right 
of  any  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  his  discretion,  to 
attend  any  terms  of  the  proper  circuit  court  which  may  have 
been  designated  for  him,  whenever  in  his  opinion  the  pulilic 
interest  may  require  it,  and  his  attendance  at  the  Supreme 
Court  may,  without  injuiy  or  inconvenience,  be  dispensed 
with. 

Mr.  THIBODEAUX  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules,  to  enable  him  to  move  to  discharge  the 
Commiltee  of  the  Whole  from  the  bill  relating  to 
the  collection  district  of  New  Orleans,  and  for 
other  purposes.  Ayes  89,  noes  58.  Two-thirds 
not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  motion  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKAY,  previous  notice  having  been 
given,  introduced  a  bill  requiring  all  moneys  re- 
ceivable from  customs,  and  from  all  other  sources, 
to  be  paid  immediately  into  the  treasury,  without 
any  abatement  or  deduction,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.    Read  and  referred. 

Mr.  GRINNELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  ventilation 
of  passenger  vessels,  and  for  other  purposes.  Read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  asked  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  joint  resolution,  of  which  previous  notice 
had  been  given,  giving  the  thanks  of  Congress  to 
Brigadier  General  Price  and  Colonel  Alexander 
W.  Doniphan. 

It  being  objected  to — 

Mr.  HALL  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  on 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  resulted 
— yeas  93,  nays  55.  Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the 
affirmative,  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  COCKE  asked  leave  to  introduce  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  he,  and 
they  are  hereby,  directed  to  report  to  this  House  a  suitable 
joint  resolution  awarding  gold  medals  to  such  officers  or  sol- 
diers of  the  army  as  have  distinguished  themselves  in  the 
war  with  Mexico,  and  who  should  receive  this  marked  com- 
pliment at  the  hands  of  Congress. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  COCKE  moved  to 
suspend  the  rules;  which  motion  being  agreed  to, 
the  resolution  was  received. 

Mr.  COCfiE  moved  the  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded;  and,  under  its  operation,  the  reso- 
'  lution  was  adopted. 


Mr.  HILL,  previous  notice  having  been  given, 
intioduced  a  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  private 
soldiers  engaged  in  the  war  with  Mexico.  Read 
and  referred. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  presented  a  joint  reso- 
lution of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
for  a  mail  route  between  Blairsville  and  Mount 
Yonah. 

Mr.  CABELL  presented  sundry  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Florida  on  various 
subjects;  which  were  appropriately  referred,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FULTON, 

Re$oh-cd,  That  the  Couunittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post 
route  from  Mechanicsburg,  in  Giles  county,  Virginia,  to 
Perry's  Store,  in  the  county  of  Tazewell,  and  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  LORD  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution 
directing  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  to  cause  an 
examination  to  be  made  of  all  the  models  in  his 
department  of  metallic  air-tight  coffins  for  trans- 
portation of  bodies,  and  report  the  result  thereof 
to  the  House  v/ithout  delay. 

It  being  objected  to — 

Mr.  LORD  moved  to  suspend  the  rules;  but  be- 
fore the  question  was  taken. 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  March  6,  1848. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  rose,  and  stated  that  he  was 
not  much  in  the  habit  of  troubling  the  Senate  with 
complaints  as  to  the  manner  in  wiiich  his  remarks 
were  reported.  But  he  felt  it  due  to  himself  to 
correct  a  misapprehension  which  had  found  its 
way  into  some  newspapers  published  at  a  distance. 
It  would  be  recollected  that  he  presented,  a  day  or 
two  ago,  some  resolutions  adopted  at  a  mass  meet- 
ing held  at  Saratoga,  which  he  had  designated  the 
old  battle-grounds  of  the  Revolution.  In  some 
papers  it  had  been  erroneously  represented  that 
these  resolutions  breathed  a  spirit  of  opposition  to 
the  war  with  Mexico.  Instead  of  this,  the  very 
rever.se  was  the  fact,  as  they  were  approbatory  of 
the  war.  Although  the  resolutions  would  speak 
for  themselves,  he  had  deemed  it  proper  publicly 
to  notice  the  error. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  a  petition  from 
.John  Erickson,  asking  compensation  for  services 
rendered  as  engineer  in  planning  and  superintend- 
ing the  construction  of  the  steam  machinery  of  the 
United  States  steamer  Princeton;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  MILLER  presented  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  New  Jersey,  affirming  the  declaration 
of  the  sentiments  of  the  Chicago  convention,  in 
favor  of  the  improvement  of  the  harbors  and  navi- 
gable rivers  of  the  country  through  the  action  of 
the  General  Government;  whicli  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FOOTE  presented  a  petition  from  the  heirs 
of  Colonel  James  Mayson,  asking  compensation 
for  the  services  of  said  Mayson  during  the  revolu- 
tionary war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Also  a  petition  from  Volney  E.  Howard  and 
others,  asking  to  be  relieved  from  certain  bonds 
lield  against  them  by  the  United  States  in  payment 
for  certain  lands  which  had  been  previously  lo- 
cated; which  was   referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Claims.  •,  oi    , 

Also,  a  petition  from  Luke  Lea  and  David  bhei- 
ton,  asking  for  a  grant  of  land  in  Mississippi,  for 
the  purpose  of  experimenting  on  turpentino;'which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  certain  enlisted  men  of  the  Ordnance 
corps,  asking  to  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  in 
reference  to  recnlistments  as  other  so  diers;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflairs. 
Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  a  petiti oil  from 
Ambrose  H.  Abl>ott  and  othe.-s,  cit.zens  ol  Maine, 
askin-  thc-establisliment  of  a  mail  route  from  Ban- 
gor IrrAugusta,  (hrough  Franklort,   Monroe,  «fcc. ; 
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■which  was  refened  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BUTLER  presented  a  petition  from  Moses 
D.  Hyanis  and  others,  asking  to  be  allowed  to 
change  the  name  of  a  vessel  from  "  Roger  Bon- 
temps  "to  Pa/me»o;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  memorial  from  James 
F.  Haliday  and  other  printers  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  asking  the  establishment  of  a  national 
printing  office  at  the  seal  of  Govenmient. 

iMr.  BENTON  described  this  petition  as  ema- 
nating from  persons  who  were  practical  printers; 
and  they  also  set  forth  in  the  petition  the  reasons 
on  which  their  application  was  grounded.  Their 
opinions  were  of  great  value  in  a  practical  point  of 
view.  He  was  not  well  informed  as  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  printing  for  the  British  Parlia- 
ment was  given  out,  but  lie  would  say,  that  in  its 
type  and  paper,  in  its  general  execution,  and  the 
form  in  which  it  appeared,  it  svas  superior  to  any 
other  printing  in  the  world.  It  was  presented  in 
a  handsome  form,  very  unlike  to  our  thick,  un- 
■wieldly  octavo  volumes.  He  had  taken  a  volume 
out  of  the  Library,  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting 
it  to  the  Senate.  Senators  would  see  at  once  the 
difference  between  that  and  the  mode  in  which  the 
printing  of  Congress  is  executed.  Let  Senators 
feel  the  weight  of  the  volume — it  is  like  lead  in  its 
compactness  and  solidity.  Here  the  mechanic  arts 
had  reached  as  high  a  state  of  perfection  as  in  any 
country.  We  have  as  good  printers  and  binders 
as  can  be  found  on  the  face  of  the  earth;  and  he 
thought  the  subject  of  the  petition  in  his  hands 
was  one  well  worthy  the  serious  consideration  of 
the  Senate. 

He  would  ask  that  the  volume  he  held  in  his 
hand  should  be  sent,  with  the  memorial,  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  in  order  that  an  expres- 
sion might  be  obtained  of  tlie  views  of  the  Com- 
mittee, as  to  any  improvement  which  could  be 
introduced  in  our  present  system.  And  as  the 
memorial  was  full  of  sound  and  practical  views, he 
■would  ask  that  it  be  printed. 

The  memorial  was  then  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Printing,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Grice. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi, 
Resolved,  That  tlie  Committee  on  llic  Library  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  suh?cril)ing  I'or  —  copies 
of  tlie  batlle-fie!(l^:  and  route  of  operations  of  General  Scolt 
in  tlie  valley  of  Mexico,  drawn  by  Captain  McClellan,  of 
the  Topographical  Engineers,  United  States  army. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business  at 
twenty  minutes  past  twelve  o'clock,  and  remained 
therein  to  the  usual  hour;  the  doors  were  then 
reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  March  7,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  GAYLE,  by  leave,  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  Mobile  nnd  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  and  of 
the  States  of  Alabama,  Mississippi, Tennessee,  and 
Kentucky,  asking  the  right  of  way  over  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  a  grant  of  public  lands  to  aid  said 
company.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PUTNAM, 

Rewhcd,  That  the  (.ommiltee  on  I'ulilir  liuilciings  and 
Grounds  he  instruded  lo  e\;imine  ;ind  ditiTmiur  wiicther, 
in  their  opinion,  till-  ll;ill  of  H  ■presenimivcs  is  sullicienlly 
ventilated  with  respect  lo  the  liealth  of  its  inemlpc  rs,  and,  if 
not,  that  lliey  iiif|iiire  inlo  the  expediency  of  liaving  such 
ventilation  made  a-  may  he  deemed  necessary  and  proper, 
and  that  thiy  report  l.y  liill  or  olherwiie. 

On  motion  of  iVIr.  RICHEY, 

Resolved,  That  the  papers  on  llle  in  the  Clerk's  office  in 
the  caseol  Arthur 'I'aacart,  and  with  the  additional  evidence 
Uken  therein,  he  relV.rn  d  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  asked  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Resolved,  That  the  fdloxvinz  wordu,  to  wit :  "Provided 
'  'J'hat  when  debate  is  closed  by  order  of  the  House  any 
'  member  shall  be  allowed  in  committee  live  iiiinuteH  to 
'  explain  any  ameiiilment  he  may  oiler,"  in  the  y-ltli  rule  of 
this  liouae,  be  and  the  same  is  licrchy  abolished. 

Being  objected  lo,  the  resolution  was  not  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  CROWELL,from  theCommitteeof  Claims,  ' 
made  an  adver.se  report  upon  the  petition  of  Joseph  j 
11.  Brown.     Laid  on  the  labl«.  I 


Mr.  HUNT,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  to  remit  the  duties  upon  certain 
goods  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  GREGORY,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Harding,  and 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Emanuel  Berri  and  John  M. 
Keese.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  PUTNAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition 
of  Frederick  Hall.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  froin  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  House  bill  granting  to  the 
Alabama,  Florida,  and  Geoigia  Railroad  Company 
the  alternate  sections  of  the  public  lands  along  the 
route  of  the  contemplated  roads  on  certain  condi- 
tions, reported  it  back  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments.    Read  and  committed. 

soldiers'  BOUNTY  LAND. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  from  the  same  com- 
ntiittee,  reported  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional 
military  force,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved 
February  11,  1847.     Read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  EVANS  desired  the  bill  lo  be  put  upon  its 
passage,  and  was  proceeding  to  speak  of  its  inerits, 
when  a  question  arose  whether  debate  was  now  in 
order,  and  whether  it  ought  not  to  be  sent  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  .? 

In  the  conversation  on  these  points,  Messrs. 
BOYD,  G.  S.  HOUSTON,  McCLERNAND, 
and  others,  took  part. 

Mr.  EVANS  proceeded,  the  Speaker  having 
decided  that  he  was  in  order.  He  would  only  re- 
mark, for  the  information  of  the  House,  that  some 
of  the  most  meritorious  men,  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates,  who  served  their  country  in 
Mexico,  were  by  the  act  of  1847  deprived  of  their 
bounty  lands.  There  were  cases  without  number 
where  privates  were  compelled  to  acce|it  promo- 
tion, all  their  officers  having  been  killed  on  the 
battle-field;  they  were,  therefore,  absolutely  com- 
pelled to  accept  promotion,  and  it  would  be  the 
grossest  act  of  inju.stice  to  refuse  to  pass  this  bill. 
He  hoped  no  objection  would  be  offered  to  obstruct 
lis  passage,  so  tliat  those  meiitorious  men  who  so 
signally  distinguished  themselves  in  the  Mexican 
war  might  receive  their  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land.  He  moved  that  the  bill  be  put  on 
its  passage. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  he  had  no  objection 
to  the  passage  of  this  bill;  nay,  he  was  in  favor  of 
its  passage;  but  he  thought  it  required  some  amend- 
ment to  obviate  difficulties  which  he  could  foresee, 
if  it  were  passed  in  the  shape  in  which  it  now  was. 
The  bill  provided,  if  lie  undei-stnod  it  correctly, 
that  all  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates,  who  had  been  promoted,  should  be 
entitled  to  their  bounty  land.  In  many  cases — it 
was  so  with  those  who  went  from  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, and  some  other  States  also — the  officers  wei'c 
chosen  after  the  companies  were  formed  at  the 
place  of  rendezvous;  the  officers  then  appointed 
were  mustered  as  privates,  and  by  the  provisions 
of  this  bill  were  as  much  entitled  to  their  bounty 
land  as  any  others.  Now,  an  amendment  should 
be  made  to  the  bill  to  correct  this;  for  even  the 
privates  were  not  entitled  to  bounty  lands  accord- 
ing to  existing  laws,  if  they  were  disbanded  before 
reaching  the  seat  of  military  operations.  There 
were,  however,  many  reasons  why  the  general 
provisions  of  this  or  some  such  bill  should  be 
passed.  He  remembered  that  in  the  corps  lo 
which  he  belonged,  and  other  corps  in  the  regi- 
ment in  which  he  served  in  Mexico,  officers  were 
cut  down,  and  if  it  had  been  known  that  the  con- 
struction now  given  by  the  department  were  to  be 
put  upon  the  law  of  1847,  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible to  have  officered  those  companies,  for 
their  commissions  were  not  a  sufficient  compensa- 
tion to  them  for  the  loss  of  their  land.  He  pro- 
posed to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  to  the  first 
section  the  words:  "  Provided  they  shall  have 
been  elected  or  ])romoted  after  reaching  the  place 
of  military  operations." 

Mr.  HASKELL  said  that  this  bill  had  been 
before  the  Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs,  who 
had  been  almost  unanimously  in  its  favoi';  and  he 
was  very  glad  that  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  I'^vANs]  had  now  introduced  it;  and  as  the 
bill  was  so  obviously  juat  and  fair,  he  earnestly 
hoped  that  genllenieii"  would  aid  those  who  fell 
specially  interested    in    its  jmsBage   in   gelling   it 


through  the  House  without  delay.  He  trusted 
the  bill  would  be  suffered  to  pass  now,  and  would- 
not  be  delayed  by  further  referring  it. 

It  was  not  often,  Mr.  H.  observed,  that  he 
troubled  the  House  with  any  remarks  of  his,  nor 
should  he  now  have  risen  were  it  not  for  the 
peculiar  intei-es  the  took  in  the  success  of  the  bill, 
in  behalf  of  those  with  whom  he  had  been  asso- 
ciated in  the  service.  The  regiment  to  which  he 
had  lately  been  attached  in  "Mexico  had  been 
organized  in  the  field,  the  men  who  composed  it 
having  left  Tennessee  in  companies.  The  regi- 
ment, as  such,  had  not  been  organized  until  two 
months  after  its  members  had  been  mustered  into 
the  service.  There  was  not  an  officer  in  it  who 
had  not  first  served  as  a  private  for  more  than  two 
months.  The  War  Department  had  so  construed 
the  law  granting  bounty  land  to  volunteers  ^^•ho_ 
should  have  served  till  they  were  honorably  dis- 
charged, that  ivlien  a  soldier  should  have' been 
promoted  from  the  ranks  and  received  a  commis- 
sion as  an  officer,  he  should  be  no  longer  entitled 
to  his  bounty  land,  he  not  having  served  as  a  com- 
mon soldier  until  he  was  discharged  from  the 
service.  Should  this  very  singular  construction  of 
the  law  receive  the  sanction  of  Congress  it  would 
operate  in  this  way:  A  private  who  should  muster 
into  the  service  to-day  and  should  march  to-mor- 
row, and  on  the  march — that  was,  on  to-morrow — 
should  fall  sick  or  receive  some  bodily  injury,  and 
be  reported  by  the  surgeon  as  disabled,  and  there- 
u))on  be  discharged,  would  receive  his  lull  amount 
of  bounty  land  from  the  Government,  though  he 
had  actually  served  but  one  day,  because  lie  had 
been  mustered  into  the  service  and  duly  discharged. 
But,  under  the  same  decision,  should  he  muster 
to-day  and  should  continue  to  serve  for  eleven 
months  and  twenty  tlays,  and  then  for  his  merito- 
rious services  should  be  promoted  and  commis- 
sioned, he  would  be  deprived  of  the  reward  pro- 
vided fbr  him  by  the  Government,  and  originally 
set  apart  as  a  stimulus  to  a  faithful  discharge  of 
duty,  and  as  an  inducement  to  enter  into  the  mili- 
tary service  of  his  country.  Under  such  a  con- 
struction as  this  the  law  did  not  operate  fairly;  and 
surely  it  must  strike  every  reasonable  man  as  no 
more  than  just  that  a  private,  though  commission- 
ed afterward  as  an  officer,  should  not  on  that  ac- 
count be  stripped  of  his  right  to  his  bounty  land. 
The  fact  of  his  having  been  thus  horiored  ought 
surely  to  constitute  no  disability.  The  fact  of  his 
promotion,  on  the  contrary,  warranted  the  infer- 
ence that  he  had  served  faithfully  as  a  private, 
although  he  had  not  been  "  honorably  discharged," 
in  the  words  of  the  law.  Was  it  fair,  that  if  a 
man,  after  serving  as  a  private,  should  be  dis- 
cl'.arged,  he  must  receive  his  land,  but  if,  instead 
of  being  discharged,  he  was  promoted,  he  should 
not.'  If" any  diflei-ence  was  made,  in  consequence 
of  his  promotion  for  merit,  it  surely  ought  to  be 
rather  in  liis  favor  than  to  his  disadvantage. 

Mr.  EVANS  spoke  in  defence  of  the  bill,  con- 
tending that  as  it  stood  it  did  not  prevent  the  officer 
who  had  first  served  as  a  private  from  receiving 
his  land.  All  it  did  was  to  show  that  there  was  a 
class  of  privates  who  were  not  as  meritorious  as 
others.  Men  who  had  not  served  so  long  as  others 
(having  been  prevented  by  circumstances  without 
any  fault  of  theirs)  might  be  not  less  entitled  to  the 
bounty  of  the  Government.  Mr.  E.  could  see  no 
reason  why  the  amendment  was  necessary.  Those 
who  were  promoted  to  be  officers  usually  received 
that  promotion  in  consequence  of  superior  educa- 
tion or  some  other  external  advantage,  a)iart  from 
merit  as  soldiers.  He  hoped  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  would  not  be  adopted. 
Mr.  E.  utterly  disclaimed  all  intention  or  desire  to 
deprive  the  soldier  of  his  right,  nor  would  the  bill 
have  any  such  effect.  The  amendment  was  unne- 
cessary, and  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether 
it  would  be  in  order  to  move  that  the  bill  be  refer- 
red to  the  Military  Committee?  He  thought  that 
the  House  were  gelling  into  a  very  bad  habit  of 
jiassing  bills,  he  had  almo.st  said  with  indecent 
haste.  Matters  of  much  importance  were  often 
thus  disposed  of  without  being  examined,  and  of 
which  a  large  part  of  the  members  knew  little  or 
nothing. 

Mr.  G.  insisted  that  subjects  requiring  the  action 
of  the  House  ouglit  always  lo  be  first  subjected  to 
the  deliberate  investigation  of  a  commillec.  They 
were  asked  now  lo  pass  a  bill  at  once,  with  the 
nature  and  operation   of  which  they  were  unac- 
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quainted,  without  allowing:  time  for  examination 
or  reflection.  He  v/as  told  that  these  men  had 
served  their  country  with  great  gallantry.  He  had 
no  doubt  of  it.  Our  soldiers 'were  in  the  habit  of 
doing  so.  They  had  served  with  the  utmost  gal- 
lantry in  the  last  war;  there  were  twelve-months 
volunteers  who  had  served  in  that  war  through  the 
whole  term  of  their  enlistment,  and  yet  had  never 
received  the  first  dollar  nor  a  single  acre  of  land. 
In  the  frontier  war  men  had  served  yet  longer  than 
that,  who  had  never  to  this  hour  received  any 
reward  whatever.  Mr.  G.  did  not  wish  to  be 
understood  as  opposing  this  bill;  but  those  who 
were  intrusted  with  the  povv'er  of  legislation  were 
sacredly  bound  to  mete  out  justice  with  an  equal 
hand.  He  was  not  prepared  to  pass  on  this  bill, 
because  he  was  not  acquainted  with  its  merits.  He 
hoped  it  would  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Aflairs. 

Mr.  EVANS  presumed  the  gentleman  had  not 
listened  to  the  debate,  or  he  would  have  learned 
that  the  bill  had  already  been  before  the  Military 
Committee,  who  were  nearly  unanimous  in  its  fa- 
vor; it  was  now  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Ml-.  GIDDINGS  then  suggested  the  propriety  of 
referring  it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  said,  that  if  the  merits  of 
this  bill  were  not  apparent  on  its  face,  they  had 
been  abundantly  demonstrated  by  gentlemen  who 
spoke  from  a  practical  and  personal  acquaintance 
with  the  subject.  Possibly  the  bill  mighc  be  de- 
fective in  some  particular  point,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson]  seemed  to  sup- 
pose, and  who  had  therefore  moved  an  amendment 
to  meet  the  case;  but  its  general  provisions  had 
been  well  considered,  and  it  would  effect  the  object 
of  extending  the  benefit  of  a  land  warrant  to  such 
officers  as  had  been  promoted  from  the  lanks 
during  the  war.  Why  should  they  not  receive  it? 
The  design  of  the  original  bill  providing  the  land 
bounty  had  been  to  stimulate  men  to  enter  the 
service,  and  to  reward  those  who  had  faithfully 
served  their  country  according  to  the  terms  of  their 
enlistment.  It  was  intended  to  add  the  motive  of 
interest  to  the  motive  of  patriotism,  and  thus  in- 
duce men  to  rally  round  the  standard  of  their  coun- 
try and  defend  it  at  the  risk  of  their  lives.  Such 
men  deserved  reward;  and  did  they  deserve  it  less 
because  personal  merit  and  good  behavior  had  led 
to  their  promotion.''  To  maintain  sucha  principle 
would  be  to  invert  every  process  of  reasoning  and 
every  consideration  of  justice.  It  would  be  to 
defeat  the  very  end  and  object  of  the  original  bill, 
and  to  act  against  its  spirit. 

Mr.  McC.  said  he  v/as  acquainted  with  one  case 
which  would  illustrate  the  justice  of  the  provisions 
of  this  bill.  It  was  the  case  of  a  volunteer  who 
had  gone  into  the  service  and  been  promoted,  but 
when  a  regiment  was  to  be  organized,  had  volun- 
tarily gone  into  the  ranks  and  served  as  a  private, 
(though  he  was  a  man  of  education  and  talents.) 
In  the  bloody  field  of  Buena  Vista,  every  officer 
of  that  company  iiad  been  cut  down,  and  this  man 
had  been  promoted  by  the  choice  of  the  com]iany 
to  be  its  captain,  and,  under  the  circumstances,  he 
could  not  do  otherwise  than  accept  his  appoint- 
ment. It  was  his  duty  to  accept  it.  There  v/as  a 
necessity  for  the  filling  of  the  vacancies  which  the 
fortune  of  war  had  created.  The  company  was 
without  a  head  to  lead  it  on  to  battle;  it  must  have 
officers;  and  would  any  gentleman  say,  that  be- 
cause under  such  circumstances  he  had  accepted 
his  commission,  it  was  just  to  deprive  him  of  his 
bounty  land.'  Was  it  ever  the  design  of  the  law 
to  exclude  such  men  from  the  bounty  of  their 
country? 

The  amendment  proposed  by  his  colleague  [Mr. 
Richardson]  confined  the  operation  of  the  bill  to 
men  who  had  been  promoted  from  the  ranks  in  the 
actual  seat  of  war,  and  did  not  extend  it  to  such  as 
had  received  the  choice  of  their  comrades  at  home 
before  reaching  the  field.  Mr.  McC.  thought 
there  was  sound  reason  for  such  a  distinction. 
When  men  were  chosen  officers  at  the  rendezvous 
there  might  not  be  as  strong  reason  for  extending 
to  them  the  benefits  of  this  bill;  but  wlien  a  pri- 
vate had  served  in  the  ranks  till  the  necessities  of 
the  service  required  and  led  to  his  promotion, 
surely  the  reason  and  equity  of  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  were  strong  and  self-evident. 

Mr.  HARALSON  said,  he  looked  upon  the 
question  as  one  merely  of  form.     The  House,  he 


believed  were  pretty  generally  agreed  that  some- 
thing of  the  kind  proposed  ought  to  be  done,  and 
it  probably  would  be;  but  at  an  early  period  of  the 
session  the  subject  had  been  referred  to  the  Mili- 
tary Committee,  who  had  reported  a  bill  having 
this  very  object  in  view. 

Mr.  EVANS  here  interposed,  to  say  that  the 
gentleman  was  not  probably  aware  that  this  bill 
had,  within  only  four  days  past,  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  who  had  reported 
it  now  to  the  House.  The  committee  were  bound 
to  report  it. 

Mr.  HARALSON  said  he  was  aware  of  that; 
but  went  on  again  to  say  that  the  Military  Com- 
mittee had  reported  a  bill  for  this  object,  which  had, 
with  their  assent,  been  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  The  com- 
mittee had  not  thought  themselves  infallible;  they 
considered  it  possible  that  they  might  liave  erretl, 
and  they  were  not  afraid  to  have  their  work  thor- 
oughly examined.  The  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Evans]  now  said  that  the  bill  had  been 
again  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands.  Well,  what  harm  could  arise  from  refer- 
ring it  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  ?  Mr.  H.  did  not  insist  that,  though 
a  rnilitary  bill,  it  should  be  sent  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  because  that  committee  had 
already  had  the  subject  before  them;  but  he  thought 
there  was  wisdom  in  referring  it  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  where  its 
provisions  might  undergo  a  thorough  examination. 
The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson]  had 
moved  an  important  amendment,  and  some  other 
gentleman,  he  believed,  had  moved  another:  very 
possibly  it  might  be  found  that  the  bill  could  be 
amended,  with  advantage,  in  other  particulars. 
Could  any  gentleman  indulge  the  belief  that,  if  now 
sent  to  a  Committee  of  t  e  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  it  would  be  suffered  to  lie  neglected 
during  the  whole  of  the  residue  of  this  session? 

[Several  voices  :     "  Yes — we  do."] 

Mr.  H.  could  not  entertain  such  a  thought.  He 
thought  it  would  be  much  better  to  let  the  bill  be 
examined  than  to  take  it  from  the  committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  at  once  pass  it.  Its  details  were 
not  known;  the  bill  had  not  even  been  printed; 
and  its  provisions  had  not  been  well  considered. 
What  harm  could  arise  from  its  reference?  Per- 
haps there  might  be  some  points  in  the  bill  as  it 
came  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  better 
than  in  that  from  the  Military  Committee,  and  vice 
versa.  The  House  had  it  not  before  them;  it  had 
not  even  been  printed.  He  hoped  the  bill  would 
be  sent  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  EVANS  here  accepted,  as  a  modification, 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Richardson. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  said  that  he  fully  concurred  in 
the  merits  of  the  principle  on  which  the  bill  pro- 
ceeded. There  was  certainly  no  propriety  that 
when  a  soldier  had  been  promoted  for  merit  he 
should  be  deprived  of  his  claim  to  bounty  land. 
Surely  such  a  promotion  was  equivalent,  m  view 
of  the  spirit  and  end  of  the  law,  to  an  honorable 
discharge.  He  believed  the  construction  put  upon 
the  law  by  the  department  was  wholly  erroneous, 
and  in  direct  violation  of  the  spirit  if  not  the  letter 
of  the  act.  Certainly  these  men  ought  not  to  have 
been  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the  law,  nor 
could  he  conceive  on  what  grounds  the  construc- 
tion could  have  proceeded.  But  the  decision  had 
been  made;  and  the  purpose  of  the  present  bill 
was  to  correct  so  strange  an  interpretation.  No 
doubt  the  bill  should  be  acted  on;  but  thequestion 
was  whether  it  should  be  passed  now,  without  one- 
half  the  members  of  the  House  knowing  what  its 
provisions  were,  for  the  bill  had  not  been  printed. 
It  involved  a  large  amount  of  land,  which  was 
equivalent  in  effect  to  involving  a  large  amount  of 
money,  because  the  soldier  had  his  option  to  take 
either  land  or  scrip.  Mr.  P.  was  in  favor  of  re- 
ferring the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  State  of  tlie  Union  first,  because  the  House 
was  sliding  into  a  habit  of  pus.sing  bills  hastily, 
without  due  reflection,  and  without  reference  to 
committees.  He  insisted  that  no  bill  ought  to  be 
so  passed.  In  the  second  place,  because,  while  he 
was  in  favor  of  e.xtending  every  proper  privilege  to 
men  who  had  periled  their  lives  in  the  service  of 
the  country,  and  while  he  gave  our  little  army  the 
fullest  credit  for  the  almost  romantic  valor  tliey  had 
displayed,  and  would  in  an  cs[)ecial  manner  crown 
with  glory  the  devoted  courage  and  eminent  ser- 


vices of  the  volunteers,  yet  he  could  not  forget  that 
there  were  others  equally  meritorious  who  had  not 
yet  received  a  single  acr^  from  the  gratitude  of 
their  country. 

In  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  one  of  the 
greatest  Powers  of  the  earth,  we  had  had  volunteers 
who  left  all  the  comforts  of  home,  and  met  in  the 
bloody  field  a  foeman  not  unworthy  of  their  steel, 
and  yet  there  was  not  a  line  on  the  statute-book  to 
reward  their  patriotic  devotion.  Bounty  had  been 
given  to  those  who  enlisted  to  serve  during  the 
war,  or  for  five  years;  but  their  officers  had  not 
yet  receive'd  the  first  dollar. 

He  desired,  then,  that  this  bill  should  go  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
for  the  purpose  of  an  amendment,  which  he  in- 
tended to  offer,  extending  the  provisions  of  this  act 
to  these  meritorious  men. 

But  there  was  another  class  of  men  to  whom  the 
provisions  of  the  act  ought  to  be  extended — to  those 
brave  spirits  who,  in  the  darkest  hour  of  ourcoun- 
try's  peril,  left  all  that  was  dear,  and  periled  their 
lives  and  their  health  in  our  Western  wars, "fight- 
ing against  a  foe  more  savage  than  the  Mexicans, 
under  Generals  Wayne,  St.  Clair,  and  Plarmer. 
Where  was  the  provision  on  the  statute-book  for 
those  men  who,  when  dangers  gathered  thick  and 
fast  around  them,  sacrificed  their  lives  and  comfort 
— their  every  thing — in  the  defence  of  their  country's 
rights?  Many  of  those  gentlemen  who  day  after 
day  were  ready  to  vote  hundreds  of  thousands  for 
those  men  who  had  gone  to  Mexico  forgot  those 
who  in  other  days  had  performed  these  bloody 
services  for  their  country.  Let  equal  justice  be 
done  to  all;  while  those  who  had  been  engaged  in 
the  present  war  were  provided  for,  let  not  those  of 
former  days  be  forgotten.  Let  them  go  back  and 
do  justice  to  the  past. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  was  understood  to 
say,  that  the  very  class  of  cases  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman referred,  was  provided  for  in  another  bill, 
which  was  either  reported,  or  which  a  committee 
had  by  resolution  been  instructed  to  report. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  said  he  knew  well,  that  during 
the  very  last  session,  the  same  steps  had  been 
taken  towards  making  provisions  for  these  persons, 
but  nothing  could  be  accomplished.  The  measure 
was  never  reached.  To  avoid  such  a  result  again 
was  his  desire.  He  had  prepared  for  this  purpose, 
and  would  offer  it,  if  this  bill  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
an  amendment  covering  these  cases.  Let  justice 
be  done  to  all.  He  hoped  that  those  who  were 
willing  to  do  justice  to  our  brave  soldiers  in  Mex- 
ico, would  be  willing  to  do  justice  also  to  those 
who  in  other  times  defended  their  country,  and 
covered  themselves  with  honor  and  glory. 

Mr.  WICK  said  he  had  not  got  the  floor  for  the 
purpose  of  wasting  time  and  words  to  show  liow 
glad  he  would  be  to  do  ample  justice  to  all  those 
who  had  periled  their  lives  in  the  service  of  their 
country,  but  because  he  thought  he  could  explain 
one  or  two  points  which  were  not  very  generally 
understood.  It  so  happened,  that  the  resolution, 
under  the  instructions  of  which  this  bill  had  been 
reported,  originated  with  him;  and  it  also  happen- 
ed, that  he  had  drawn  the  bill  under  consideration, 
and  placed  it  in  the  possession  of  a  member  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  EVANS  begged  the  gentleman's  pardon. 
[A  laugh.]  He  had  reported  the  bill,  and  he  had 
certainly  not  received  it  from  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  WICK  said  he  alluded  to  the  bill  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  which 
was  amply  sufficient  in  its  details  to  meet  the  emer- 
gencies for  which  it  was  intended. 

First,  as  to  the  objections  which  had  been  made 
against  the  Department  of  War,  in  reference  to 
the  construction  given  by  it  to  the  bounty-land 
law.  It  was  very  easy  for  these  exceptions  to  be 
taken,  but  they  must  remember  that  while  they 
were  legislating  here,  they  ought  to  stop  all  the 
pig-holes  to  the  laws  which  they  passed.  It  so  hap- 
pened, that  in  the  bounty-land  law  they  did  not  do 
it.  Our  public  functionaries,  in  executing  their 
legislation,  had  to  be  extremely  guarded,  for  they 
could  not  do  right  anyhow.  That  was  demonstra- 
ble; for  from  the  commencement  of  this  Ailinmis- 
tration  to  this  hour,  there  had  never  been  a  single 
Executive  act  which  had  not  been  brought  up  be- 
fore the  counlrv  and  complained  o(. 

Mr.  HASKELL  interposed,  and  (Mr.  W.  yield- 
in.')  explained  that  in  the  remarks  he  had  niade, 
it  lifid  not  been  his  design  to  reflect  upon  the  de- 
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partment,  or  charge  them  with  having  done  wrong. 
But  under  the  doubtful  wording  of  the  Inw,  it  was 
highly  probable  that  the  department  had  come  to 
the  best  conclusion  possible,  although  th.e  law,  as 
construed  by  them,  was  unjust  in  its  operation. 
He  had  not  intended  to  reflect  upon  the  depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  WICK  (resuming)  remarked,  that  the  boun- 
ty-land law  provided  that  warrants  .-should  be  given 
to  all  the  soldiers  of  our  army  who  received  an 
honorable  discharge.  That  phrase  "honorable 
discharge"  had  a  technical  construction;  it  meant 
n  written  discharge  over  the  hand  of  the  commis- 
sioned ofiicer,  certifying  that  the  individual  had 
been  honorably  discharged  from  the  service  of  the 
country.  In  all  legislation,  in  common  parlance, 
it  had  never  received  any  other  meaning.  There- 
fore, promotion  was  not  an  "  honorable  dischari;e." 
This  was  an  oversight  in  their  legislation.  When 
the  bounty-land  law  was  under  consideration,  it 
was  not  foreseen  that  privates  v^ould  become 
officers  by  election — probably  it  was  not  thought 
of.  But  the  facts  had  turned  out,  that  in  the  case 
of  officers  who  die  or  resign,  their  places  must  be 
filled,  and  filled  by  election.  The  votes,  the  free 
suffrages  of  their  companions  in  arms,  were  the 
highest  evidence  of  their  merit.  But  in  conse- 
quence of  their  bein;j  promoted,  they  never  would 
receive  an  honorable  discharge;  they  were  not 
private  soldiers,  and  no  others  were  entitled  to  a 
discharge.  Therefore  they  were  not  within  the 
letter  of  the  law. 

Within  his  own  knowledge,  there  were  two  or  I 
three  privates  who  had  been  elected  within  a  few  j 
days  of  the  expiration  of  tiieir  term  of  service —  j 
receiving  thus  a  few  weeks'  compensation  as  offi-  i 
cers,  to  the  exclusion  of  their  bounty  lands.  This  ' 
was  not  just.  It  was  not  llie  intention  of  either  \ 
House  of  Congress.  To  supfdy  the  defect,  there- 
fore, it  was  necessary  to  pass  a  law  making  pro- 
motion equivalent  to  an  lionorable  discharge.  , 

It  was  said   by  the   honorable  gentleinan   from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Pollock,]  thiitit  was  desirable 
to  refer  this  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  that  other  meritorious  cases  i 
might  be  provided  for.     Mr.  W.  should  waste  f)o  ' 
words  nor  make  any  high-sounding  declarations 
of  his  readiness  to  extend  liounty-land  warrants  to  i 
those  who  had  rendered  military  services  in  times 
past.      But  he  would  say  this,  that  t^ie  lefereiice  j 
of  this  bill,  for  an  object  of  this  kind,  in  all  proba-  i 
bility,  would  be  fatal.     To  send   it  to  the  Com-  ! 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  ! 
would  be  like  sending  it  to  kingdom  come — to  that 
bourne  vvhence,   it   was   said,    nothing    returned.  ' 
Sufficient   to  the  day  is   the  evil  thereof.      They 
had  a  proposition  l)efore  them  making  provision 
for  those  who,  in  the  legislation  of  last  Congress, 
were  forgotten.     As  wise  men,  let  them  keep  it 
separate  from  everything  else.     This  meritorious  | 
measure  ought  not  to  be  strangled  liy  an  entangling  j 
alliance.  i 

An  honorable  gentleinan  had  said,  tliat  this  was  : 
a  provision  involving  a  large  amount  of  expendi- 
ture. This  was  a  very  great  error.  At  the  extent, 
there  were  not  more  than  twenty  to  forty  persons 
■who  had  enlisted  as  privates,  and  who  had  been  ' 
elevated  Ijy  cl(M-tion  to  the  rank  of  officers.  They 
might  receive  scrip  for  four  thousand  dollars.  This 
■was  the  wholeof  the  immense  expenditureof  which 
the  gentleman  spoke. 

There  was  no  occasion  f(jr  referring  the  bill  to  | 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on   the  state  of  the 
Union.     It  was  a  measure  which  might  be  passed 
immediately  without   iuiy   such    reference,   for  it 
made  no  appropriation.     It  was  declara'tory  only  I 
in  its  provisioiis.     It  declared  what  was  the  inten- 
tion of  a  form'tr  Con;rress.     It  was  to  make  jiro-  ! 
motion  equivalent  to  an  honorable  discharge.      He 
hoped   that  those  who  honestly  desired  to  do  jus- 
tice to  a  worthy,  to  the  mo.st  worthy  class  of  men 
who  went  into  the  service  of  tlu-ir  country,  would 
not  seek  to  Ntran-^le  this  bill,  either  by  referring  it 
to  the  Committee  of  ihf;  Whole  on  tlie  state  ofUie 
Union,  or  by  connecting  with  it  a  provision  for  any  ! 
other  set   of  men   whatever.     Let    the   provision  Ij 
which   ought  to  be   made   for  any  other  class  of  ii 
meritorious  intlividuals,  whether  the  soldiers  of  the  ' 
Revolution,  of  the  war  of  IHl^,  or  of  the  wars  with 
the    Indians,  cotne    up   in    separate    bills.     They    i 
should    be   considered  on   their  own   merits,  each    i 
class  ."landing  by  itself,  and   the  House  would  be 
enabled  to  vote  understandingly.  ' 

Mr.  VINTON,  remarking  tiiat  the  morning  hour  .! 


had  some  time  since  expired,  and  that  if  the  House 
went  into  Cominittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  now,  this  would  be  the  first  business  in 
the  morning,  and  in  the  mean  time  gentlemen  would 
iiave  an  opportunity  to  examine  liie  )irovisions  of 
the  bill,  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Wliole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  .TOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  wished  to  know 
if  gentlemen  could  dispose  of  bills  here  without  any 
action  whatever? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  motion  to  go 
into  Conimittee  of  the  Whole  was  always  in  order. 

DEFICIENT  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  "Vinton's  motion  being  agreed  to,  iheHonse 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
Hunt,  of  New  York,  in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  further  to  supply 
deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1848. 

The  state  of  the  question,  when  the  committee 
rose,  was  as  follows: 

Mr.  Thibode.'vux  had  moved  to  amend  the  item 
"  For  outfits  of  charges  des  affaires  to  Naples,  the 
Papal  States,  and  the  republics  of  Bolivia,  Guate- 
mala, and  Ecuador,  S>,22,500,"  by  striking  out  the 
words,  "  the  Papal  States,"  and  reducing  the 
amount  to  :j>18,000. 

To  this  amendment  an  amendment  had  been 
moved  by  Mr.  Brown,  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
gave  rise  loan  appeal,  the  immediate  question  upon 
which  was  thus  stated  by  the  chair. 

The  CHAIRMAN  remarked,  before  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  on  the  appeal,  he  would  state  the 
precise  question  before  the  committee.  Thegentle- 
man  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Brown]  had  offered 
an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Thibodeai'x.]  The 
gentleman  froin  Pennsylvania  had  proceeded  to  ad- 
dress the  committee  u)ion  liis  amendment.  Whilst 
making  his  remarks,  he  was  called  to  order  for 
personal  language  applied  to  another  member  of 
the  committee.  He  was  decided  by  the  coinmittee 
to  be  out  of  order.  Tiie  gentleman  fror^i  Pennsyl- 
vania, after  having  been  called  to  order,  was  not 
entitled  to  the  floor  to  proceed  in  his  remarks  upon 
his  amendment,  without  first  obtaining  leave  of  the 
committee;  but  the  Chair  had  recognized  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  and  assigned  him  the 
floor.  Instead  of  asking  leave  of  the  committee  to 
proceed  upon  the  amendment  which  he  had  pre- 
viously offered,  he  withdrew  his  amendment,  and 
asked  leave  to  offer  another  amendment. 

The  Chair  had  decided,  that  inasmuch  as  the 
gentleman  was  not  entitled  to  the  floor  on  the 
amendtnent  he  had  offered,  and  the  floor  having 
been  assigned  to  hiin  subsequently  to  the  decision 
of  the  committee,  he  could  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment and  ofter  another  ainendnient.  From  that 
decision  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr. 
Tompkins]  had  ap)iea!ed,  and  the  question  now 
was,  "Shall  the  decision  of  the  Cliair  stand  as  the 
'  judgment  of  the  committee.'" 

Mr.    BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  under- 
stood to   remark,   that  he  agreed    most  cordially 
with  the  honorable  gentleman  who   made  the  ap- 
peal.    He  thought  the  whole  proceedings  of  Sat- 
urday had    been    in   conflict   with    the   rule.     He 
thought  the  clear  object  of  the  five-niiruites  rule 
was  to  enable  gentlemen  oifering  amendments  to 
explain  them,  v/ithout  replying  to  what  hail  been 
1  said    by  others.     He  had   no   wish   to  violate  the 
j  rules  of  order;  but  if  an  evil  practice  was  adopted 
I  by  the   House,  he  felt  himself  oljliged   to  follow, 
j  afthough   he   rejjreited    that    it   should   find   favor 
'  here.    Pie  therefore  withdrew  his  amendment,  un- 
der the  belief  that  the  five  minutes  were  allowed 
I  for  gentlemen    to  explain   the   general  objects   of 
I  their  amendments,  and   not  to  go  on  with  debate. 
I  There  was  time  enough  for  that  before  the  resolu- 
tion to  terminate  deliate  took  effect. 
!      The  CHAIR.     The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
I  vania   having  withdrawn    his  amendment,  the  ap- 
peal falls  as  a  matter  of  course. 

The  (JHAiR  would  now  proceed  to  state,  that,  in 
his  o[)inion,  the  wide  range  of  debate  which  liad 
been  taken  under  the  34tli  rule,  allowing  the  ex- 
[danation  of  amendments,  was  clearly  in  contra- 
vention of  the  spirit  and  intention  of  the  rule.  He 
was  of  o|)iiiion  that  gentlemen,  under  this  rule,  luul 
no  right  to  ofler  nrriendmerits  (or  any  other  pur- 
pose ilian  to  have  them  voted  upon  by  the  House, 
and  not  to  offer  remarks;  and  the  Chair  should  in- 
sist, that,  in   explaininjj  any  amendment,  gentle- 


men must  confine  themselves  to  its  merits,  with- 
out remarking  ujion  collateral  subjects,  and  sub- 
jects which  did  not  come  v/ithin  ilie  fair  range  of 
the  explanation  of  tlie  amendment. 

The  question  was  now  on  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Thibodeaux.] 

Mr.  DICKEY  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
so  as  to  strike  out  the  whole  item,  except  for 
charge  d'affaires  to  Naples,  $4,500. 

His  object  in  making  that  motion  he  would 
briefly  state.  These  new  missions,  which  were 
about  to  be  created  for  the  first  time,  were  recom- 
mended by  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
his  annual  message  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  in  which  he  staled 
that  estimates  would  be  furnished  for  the  oufits  to 
these  new  ministers.  These  estimates  were  not 
among  the  deficiencies  for  the  present  fiscal  year. 
They  were  not  an  item  of  deficiency.  They  were 
not  yet  created.  The  object  and  intention  of  the 
President  in  recommending  them,  and  the  object 
and  intention  of  the  committee  in  including  them 
now,  must  have  been  for  the  purpose  of  creating 
these  missions  at  this  time,  before  the  expiration 
of  the  present  fiscal  year.  Now,  he  was  not  sen- 
sible of  any  necessity  for  the  institution  of  these 
missions  at  all,  to  anyone  of  the  places  proposed. 
He  was  not  aware,  from  any  evidence  which  the 
House  had  before  them,  that  our  consuls  might 
not  attend  to  all  our  connnercial  interests  at  these 
points;  and  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  would 
increase  the  patronage  of  the  Executive  at  his 
pleasure  and  bidding,  however  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Hall  might  be  disposed  to  do.  He 
trusted  that  this  side  of  the  House  would  examine 
this  question  before  they  created  these  missions. 
They  would  have  ample  opportunity  if  they  were 
introduced  into  the  appropriation  bills  for  1849. 
I'here  would  be  tiine  enough.to  insert  theirt  then, 
and  they  would  find  by  looking  into  the  estimates 
that  they  were  embraced  among  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  fiscal  year  1849. 

He  therefore  moved  to  strike  out  these  new  mis- 
sions entirely,  leaviiig  only  the  mission  to  Naples, 
which  had  heretofore  been  instituted,  and  pro- 
viding :*,4,500  for  it.  He  did  not  know  that  the 
sum  was  necessary;  he  did  not  know  but  this  sal- 
ary was  already  provided  for;  if  it  were  not,  he 
was  willing  it  should  be  left  in  the  bill. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Dickey  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  61,  noes  56. 

[Mr.  Thibodeaux's  amendment,  it  appears,  was 
superseded  by  the  adoption  of  the  one  just  men- 
tioned, as  no  question  was  taken  upon  it.] 

The  next  item  being  under  consideration,  viz: 
"  For  one  quarter's  salary  for  each  of  the  charges 
des  affaires  to  the  Papal  States,  Bolivia,  Guate- 
mala, and  Ecuador,  §4,500." 

Mr.  DICKEY  moved  an  amendment  to  strike 
out  the  item,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  moved  the  following, 
to  come  in  after  the  item,  "For  salary  of  the  con- 
sul at  Beyroot,"  &c.: 

"  Tliiit  till'  sum  of  fillocii  tliou?and  rioll.irs  be  and  hereby 
is  n|)i)ropri:itod,  lor  tlic  [impose  of  enabling  and  autliorizin!? 
Ilic  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  employ  such  additionnt 
nnmber  of  clerks  in  the  otiice  of  the  Second  Auditor  (at  a 
per  diem  of  not  more  than  three  dollars  and  lbirty-lhre« 
cents  for  each  clerk)  as  are  required  by  the  exigencies  of  the 
service." 

Mr.  SMITFI  said,  in  oflering  the  amendment 
which  he  had  sent  to  the  Chair,  would  state  that  a 
similar  provision  had  been  made  in  this  bill  pro- 
viding for  additional  clerks  in  the  Pension  Office; 
they  were  much  needed  in  that  office  to  enable  that 
department  to  do  justice  to  the  gallant  men  who  so 
nobly  defended  the  rights  and  the  honor  of  our 
country  in  the  battle-field.  His  amendment  was 
to))rovidc  for  another  branch  of  the  service  equally 
important,  either  to  the  men  who  had  fought  our 
bailies,  or  to  the  friends  of  those  who  had  been 
killed  or  died  while  in  the  service.  All  cases  con- 
nected with  arrears  of  pay  had  to  go  before  the 
Second  A  uditor  for  adjustment.  There  were  many 
claims  now  before  that  bureau,  presented  by  the 
widows  and  orjihans  of  those  slain  in  their  coun- 
try's service,  and  justice  and  humanity  called  for 
a  speedy  examination  and  allowunrc  of  such 
claims,  fle  could  speak  advisedly  on  this  subject; 
for  he  believed  that  no  portion  of  the  army  in 
Mexico  had  suffered  more  than  llie  regiment  which 
went  from  his  district.  There  were  claims  of  six 
moiiilis' standing  before  that  bureau,  unadjusted, 
from  his  district,  and  he  presuined  the  same  was 
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true  in  regard  to  many  other  members  of  the 
House.  It  was  due  to  the  head  of  that  office  (Mr. 
McCalla)  to  say  that  he  was  a  faithful  and  efficient 
officer,  and  (lid  all  in  his  power  to  forward  the 
business  in  his  department;  but  it  was  impossible 
for  him,  without  an  additional  force,  to  bring  up 
the  business  so  as  to  do  justice  to  the  claimants. 
He  therefore  believed  that  no  oppn.sitiop.  would  be 
{nade  to  the  adoption  of  his  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  add  after  the  foregoing, 
an  item  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  American 
seamen  in  foreii^n  countries,  jj'20,000.  Agreed  to. 

Mr.  FISHER  moved  to  amend  the  item  "For 
regular  supplies,  incidental  expenses,  and  trans- 
portation in  the  (Quartermaster's  Departinent  of  the 
army,  $5,000,000,"  by  inserting  between  the  word 
"transportation"  and  the  words  "in  the"  the 
words  '•"  of  the  army  from  Mexico  to  the  United 
States;"  so  that  it  vyould  read,  "and  transporta- 
tion of  the  army  from  Mexico  to  the  United  States, 
in  the  Gluartermasler's  Department,"  &c. 

Mr.  F.  spoke  in  support  of  hi.-s  amendment.  He 
said  the  bill  now  before  the  committee  provides 
for  the  appropriation  of  same  twelve  millions  of 
dollars,  amongst  other  things,  for  the  prosecution 
of  the  present  war  up  to  the  1st  of  July  next.  A.1- 
though  there  are  some  other  objectionable  items  in 
the  bill,  yet,  if  my  amendment  is  adopted,  1  am 
■willing  to  forego  them  all,  and  vote  for  the  whole 
bill;  but  if  it  is  rejected,  I  will  be  constrained  to 
vote  against  the  bill.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
vote  for  the  items  which  provide  for  clothing  the 
army,  for  subsistence  in  kind,  for  pay  of  volun- 
teers, and  medical  purposes, &c.;  but  to  vote  money 
to  further  prosecute  the  war  1  cannot,  for  reasons 
which  I  will  nov/  offer  in  brief,  as  i  have  but  five 
minutes  to  speak.  First,  I  have  long  since  been 
■convinced  that  the  war  was  unnecessarily  and  un- 
constitutionally be^iinby  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  by  invading  Mexican  territory,  and  that 
the  declaration  that  war  exrsts  by  the  act  of  Mex- 
ico was  untrue.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
war  this  ground  was  taken  by  the  Whig  party, 
both  in  and  out  of  Congress.  With  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  these  facts  and  declarations  on  our  part, 
the  people  returned  a  majority  of  Whigs  to  this 
branch  of  Congress,  thereby  endorsing  the  truth  of 
the  declarations  we  had  made.  Thus  delegated 
•we  came  here,  and  by  a  vote  reiterated  the  same 
fixct,  that  the  war  was  unnecessarily  and  unconsti- 
tutionally begun  by  the  President;  and,  if  those 
who  sent  us  here  have  anywhere  said  that  we  mis- 
represented their  views  by  that  vote,  I  have  not 
heard  of  it;  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  have  every- 
where acknowledged  its  truth.  Again,  we  all 
believe  that  the  object  of  tlie  war  now,  is  the  con- 
quest of  apart,  if  not  the  whole, of  Mexico;  atany 
rate,  that  this  will  be  the  result  if  peace  is  not 
restored  during  this  session  of  Congress.  We 
further  believe  that  such  a  result  would  prove  a 
curse  to,  if  not  the  final  ruin  of,  our  own  Govern- 
ment. In  view,  then,  of  the  unjust  beginning  of 
the  war,  and  the  destructive  end  to  which  we  are 
urged  by  the  Administration,  what  is  our  duty  in 
the  case  before  us?  The  answer  is  clearly  this. 
Put  an  end  to  the  war.  But  how?  I  answer,  by 
adopting  my  amendment,  and  then  passing  the 
bill.  The  amendment  does  not  propose  to  with- 
hold appropriations;  it  only  defines  the  object,  as 
is  the  case  all  through  the  bill  with  other  appro- 
priations, for  which  this  one  item  of  five  millions 
of  dollars  is  appropriated.  That  we  have  the  con- 
stitutional power  either  enlirely  to  withhold  appro- 
priations or  to  define  the  objects  for  which  they 
are  made,  no  one  will  deny.  The  people  know 
that  we  have  this  power,  and,  under  the  circum- 
stances, think  we  ought  to  exercise  it  to  put  a  stop 
to  this  ungodly  war.  They  look  for  it  and  de- 
mand it  at  our  hands.  They  well  know  that  we 
have  no  power  to  do  it  only  in  one  or  the  other 
of  the  ways  I  have  here  specified,  if,  therefore, 
we  do  not  exercise  the  power  which  they  know  we 
have  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  will  we  be  carrying 
out  the  will  of  our  constituents?  Certainly  not. 
Expediency,  patriotism, and  everything  dear  to  us, 
demand  that  we  should  exercise  our  constitutional 
power  to  save  the  honor,  interest,  and  permanency 
of  our  Government.  If  we  make  all  the  appropri- 
ations, and  for  the  objects  asked  for  by  the  Ad- 
ministration, in  what  regard  do  we  differ  from  those 
the  people  rejected  at  the  last  election  ?  And  where, 
too,  is  our  consistency  and  patriotism  ?  We  be- 
lieve the  war  to  be  unjust  in  the  beginning,  and 


destructive  in  the  end,  if  permitted  to  go  on,  and 
yet  will  we  not  interpose  our  constitutional  power 
to  arrest  it?  I  hope  we  may,  and  that  all,  espe- 
cially on  this  side  of  the  House,  will  vote  for  this 
amendment. 

Mr.  VINTON  asked  the  g«jnttei«tati  from  Ohio 
to  withdraw  his  amendment  to  enable  him  to  offer 
one  to  a  preceding  part  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FISHER  assented. 

Mr.  VINTON  then  moved  to  amend  the  item 
"For  clothing  of  the  army,  oamp  and  garrison 
equipage,  ^600,000,"  by  striking  out  «|,6()0,000, 
and  inserting  "  including  ^160, OOO  for  clothing 
to  volunteers,  in  lieu  of  commutation  therefor, 
j|,l, 120,000." 

Mr.  V.  said  the  deficiency,  it  would  be  recol- 
lected, was  estimated  by  the  duarterinaster's  De- 
partment at  $960,000  in  the  estimates  which  were 
originally  sent  to  this  House,  and  published  in 
miscellaneous  document  No.  ]4,  which  was  pre- 
sented with  this  bill.  It  was  subsequently  cut 
down  to  ^600,000,  and  that  sum  was  inserted  in 
conformity  with  the  reduced  estimates  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  Since  that  time,  however,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  had  addressed  a  letter  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  stating  that 
in  consequence  of  the  clothing  in  Mexico  having 
turned  out  to  be  of  poor  quality,  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  bring  back  the  appropriation  to  the  sum 
fjtated  in  the  original  estimates,  viz:  §960,000,  by 
adding  |360,000  to  the  item  in  the  bill.  There 
was  a  further  item  of  fJ160,000,  making  the  sum 
total  of  5^1,120,000,  which  was  also  involved  in  this 
amendmetit,  but  which  was  no  addition  to  the  ap- 
propriation. Until  the  present  time  a  commutation 
lias  been  given  instead  of  clothing  in  kind;  but 
during  the  present  session  a  law  had  been  passed 
directing  that  volunteer  clothing  should  be  fur- 
nished in  kind,  and  hence  it  became  necessary  to 
transfer  this  item  from  the  Paymaster's  to  the 
(Quartermaster's  Department.  There  was  a  pro- 
vision of  this  character  in  the  item  for  the  Pay- 
master's Department,  which  he  should  move  to 
strike  out  when  they  reached  it,  and  reduce  the 
amount  by  the  sum  which  he  now  proposed  to 
increase  the  (Quartermaster's.  It  was  therefore 
simply  a  transfer,  and  no  addition  to  the  bill. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FISHER  then  renewed  his  amendment. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  inserting  after  the  word  "expen- 
ses" the  words  "  in  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
war  with  Mexico,  or."  He  said  it  was  known 
that  a  treaty  of  peace  was  before  tlie  Senate,  by 
which  the  war  might  be  brought  to  a  close.  What 
the  fate  of  that  treaty  would  be  he  knew  not;  but 
if  his  amendment  were  adopted,  and  the  bill  should 
then  become  a  law,  they  would  have  provision 
either  for  the  yirosecution  of  the  war  or  the  with- 
drawal of  our  troops  from  Mexico.  He  wished 
to  be  prepared  at  all  points,  and  he  thanked  the 
gentleman  who  offered  the  amendment  for  the 
opportunity  it  afforded  him  to  submit  this  amend- 
ment to  that  amendment. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  amendment  as  amended  was  rejected. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  amend  the  item  "  For 
pay  of  volunteers  called  into  service  during  the 
present  fiscal  year,  fj3,771,000,"  by  reducing  the 
amount  to  §3,611,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  following  as  a  new 
section: 

^Ind  be  it fiirtker  enacted,  Tliut  t!ie  sum  of  .■$8)0,000  bn, 
and  the  .same  is  liereliy,  appropriated  for  clotliiiii;  in  Iviml  to 
voliintct-rs  for  tlic  fiscal  year  endinc;  the  30tli  of.Iiiiie,  1849, 
agreeably  to  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  clothina;  for 
volunteers  in  the  service-of  the  United  Plates,"  approved 
the  2l9th  Jannarv,  1848  ;  and  that  so  much  of  said  sum  of 
.f  80'),00r)  as  tlie  President  shall  direct  is  hereby  autliorized  to 
be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  said  clothing  tturinj;  the  cur- 
rent fiscal  year. 

Mr.  v.,  on  offering  tliis  additional  section,  said 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  saying 
that  it  would  not  only  be  necessary  to  transfer  the 
item  oP  §160,000  from  the  Paymaster's  to  the 
(Quartermaster's  Department,  but  to  anticipate  the 
appropriations  for  the  coming  year;  that  is,  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  make  purchases  of  clothing  in 
this  country  at  so  early  a  period  that  it  could  reach 
Mexico  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  fiscal 
year.  About  one-half  had  been  already  purchased, 
and   drafts   drawn   on   the   Government  for  that 


amount.     He   proposed  an    additional   section  to 
meet  the  viev/s  of  the  department  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  V.  sent  several  letters  to  the  Clerk's  desk 
to  be  read,  which  he  had  received  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  In  respect  to  one  of  these  letters  he 
said,  since  this  bill  had  been  under  consideration, 
they  had  received  news  of  the  possibility  of  a 
peace  being  concluded,  and  he  had  in  consequence, 
on  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  VN^^ays  and  Means, 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  V/ar,  to  know 
whetlier,  if  the  treaty  should  be  ratified  and  the  war 
ended,  these  appropriations  would  be  necessary. 
To  that  inquiry  one  of  these  letters  was  an  an- 
swer. 

The  Clerk  read  the  letter,  and  it  set  forth  that  at 
least  half  of  the  appropriation  would  be  necessary 
in  any  event. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  VAN  DYKE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  tiie  following: 

Provided,  That  no  part  of  the  money  hereby  appropriated^ 
for  the  servii-e  of  the.  army  and  marine  corps  shall  be  applied' 
to  any  furlhcr  continest  or  any  further  attempt  to  subjugate 
the  Republic  of  Mexico. 

Mr.  V.  D.  said  it  would  be  perceived  that  his 
amendment  was  designed  to  make  provision  to 
prevent  any  part  of  the  money  to  be  appropriated 
by  this  bill  being  used  for  the  acquisition  of  more 
conquests  in  Mexico.  He  had  not  offered  it  with 
any  view  to  prevent  appropriations  being  made  for 
necessary  purposes,  nor  did  he  intend  to  occupy 
his  five  minutes  to  explain  v.'hat  was  meant  by  hi.s 
amendment;  but  this  he  would  say,  that  unless 
that  or  some  equivalent  amendment  were  adopted, 
he  could  not,  nor  would  not  vote  for  the  bill.  He 
understood  that  these  appropriations  were  intended 
to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the 
fifical  year  ending  on  the  1st  of  July  next,  but  they 
had  heard  something  about  a  peace.  Whether  they 
were  going  to  have  peace  or  not,  was  not  so  certain; 
and  if  his  amendment  were  not  adopted,  what  was 
there  to  prevent  the  President  of  the  United  States 
using  every  dollar  raised  for  the  purposes  of  thfe 
army  and  the  marine  corps,  for  the  prosecution  of 
other  conquests  in  Mexico  ?  These  estimates  were 
based  on  the  supposition  that  we  should  remain 
in  a  state  of  war  and  not  a  state  of  peace.  The 
estimates  were  made  before  the  treaty  of  peace 
arrived  here.  What,  then,  was  there  to  prevent  the 
President,  instead  of  paying  the  whole  of  the  old 
debt  with  lliis  money,  using  it  in  making  conquests 
from  one  end  of  Mexico  to  the  other?  He  (Mr. 
V.  D.)  did  not  feel  himself  at  liberty  to  take  the 
ground  of  some  other  gentlemen  and  refuse  the 
supplies  for  the  support  of  the  army  in  Mexico, 
because  they  were  there  by  authority  of  law,  and 
he  would  be  willing  to  vote  all  needful  supplies  for 
their  subsistence,  or  to  get  the  nation  out  of  the 
difficulty  in  which  it  was'  at  present,  hut  he  would 
not  vote  a  dollar  to  enable  the  President  to  get  us 
further  in.  He  would  vote  millions  to  protect  our 
gallant  army,  but  not  a  dollar  to  enable  the  Presi- 
dent to  pursue  a  course  of  ags^respion  for  the  acqui- 
sition of  Mexican  territory,  or  to  compel  Mexico 
to  sell  her  soil  and  transfer  her  citizens  to  this 
Union.  He  insisted  on  restricting  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  the  use  of  the  means  which 
Congress  might  place  at  his  disposal. 

Mr.  V.  D.  was  cut  short  by  the  expiration  of 
his  five  minutes,  and  his  amendment  was  then  re- 
jected, 21  only  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  to  amend  the  first  sec- 
tion by  adding  an  item  to  appropriate  §2,000  to  pay 
Mr.  Crutchelt  for  lighting  the  Capitol  and  Capitol 
grounds  with  gas.  He  said  the  money  had  been 
expended,  and  the  appropriation  oughtto  be  made. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  rose  to  a  question 
of  order.  He  stated  his  point  to  be,  that  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  VIouse  was  chargeable  with  the 
payment  contemplated  by  this  amendment,  wheree 
as  the  appropriations  to  be  made  by  this  bill  wer- 
to  be  a  charge  on  the  treasury. 

The  CHAIRMAN  replied  that  it  was  compe- 
tent for  the  House  to  adopt  a  provision  to  make 
the  lighting  of  the  Capitol  and  Capitol  grounds 
chargeablc^on  the  treasury,  althou-h  it  had  here- 
tofore made  it  chargeabU;  on  its  contingent  '""d. 

Mr.  RUMSEY  inquired  if  there  was  not  a  bill 
pending  in  the  Flouse  for  the  purpose  contemplated 
by  this  amendment  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN  was  understood  to  answer  in 

the  affirmative.  ,  ,    . 

Mr    POLLOCK  said  there  was  not  only  one  Init 

two,  and  yet  the  appropriation   had  not  yet  been 
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made.  However,  to  obviate  all  objections,  he 
would  amend  his  amendment  so  as  to  make  the 
proposed  appropriation  $,2,000  10. 

The  amendment  v/as  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of 
83  to  33. 

Oti  motion,  the  committee  then  rose  and  report- 
ed the  bill  to  the  House. 

All  the  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  were  concurred  in  without  a  division  by  the 
House,  e.xcept  the  following  item,  viz:  "  For  out- 
fits of  charges  des  affaires  to  Naples,  the  Papal 
States,  and  the  republicsof  Bolivia,  Guatemala,  and 
Ecuador,  twenty-two  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars;" which  was  ameiuied  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  by  striking  out  the  words  "  the  Papal 
States,  the  republics"  of  Bolivia,  Guatemala,  and 
Ecuador,  twenty-two"  and  inoert  "  four,''  so  that 
it  would  read  "  For  outfit  of  charge  d'affaires  to 
Naples,  ^-IjSOO." 

Mr.  MURPHY  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
concurring  with  the  committee  in  that  amendment. 
They  were  oidered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as 
follows: 

YE.VS— Messrs.  Aljlmtt,  Green  Ailanis,  B:irrow,  Beale, 
Blancliard,  lioydnii,  Braily,  Buckiier,  Butler,  Cabell,  Canliy, 
Cocke,  Coiicer,  Cranston,  Crowell,  Crozier,  Dickey,  Uaii- 
ii^l  DinicaiijGarnctt  Duncan,  Emliree,  Natliaii  Evaii-s,  Fi>licr, 
Flouruov,  Fulton,  (Jaiiies,  Giillings,  Gofrgin,  Gregory,  Hale, 
Katlinu'lC.  Hall,  Haskell,  Hi-nry,  Hill,  Elias  B.  Holmes, 
Hubbard,  Ingi',  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Andre w.lohnson, George 
W.  Jones.  John  W.  Jones,  Dajiiel  P.  King,  AVilliani  T.  Law- 
rence, Levin,  .Marsh,  Marvin,  Moreliead,  Nelson,  Outlaw, 
Pallrev,  Preston,  Root,  Riiiiise\-,  Silvester,  Simpson,  Sims, 
Truman  Sn)itli,  Strohrn,  Tliibixleaux,  Richard  VV.  Thonip- 
Boii,  'I'ooiiibs,  Van  U\  ke,  and  Warren — 63. 

1S.-\YS— Alessrs.  Atkinson,  Bcdinger,  Uirdsall,  Black,  Bo- 
cork,  Bowdon,  Boyd,  Brodhcad,  Bridges,  Charles  Brown, 
Burt,  Cathcart,  Chapman,  Cliase,  Clap|),  Franklin  Clark, 
Beverly  L.  Clark,  Clingnian,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R. 
W.  Cobb,  Collins,  Daniel,  Dickinson,  Dixon,  Donnell,  Duer, 
Dunn,Edsall,  .^le.^ander  Evans,  Featherston,  Fieklin,  Fries, 
Gayle,  Gott,  Green,  Grinnell,  VVillard  P.  Hall,  Haralson, 
Ilarman-on,  Harris,  Henley,  George  S.  Houston,  Hudson, 
Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Iverson,  Jackson,  Jenkins, 
Kobc^rt  \V.  Jolmson,  Kellogg,  Kennon,  Lahui,  Sidney  Law- 
rence, Leftler,  Lincoln,  Lord,  Maclay,  Mc<;ielland,  Mc- 
<;ieruaud,  iMcLano,  Maiui,  Miller,  Morris,  Miillin,  iMurphy, 
Peaslee,  Peck,  Pendleton,  Peyton,  Pillsbury,  Reynolds, 
Richardson,  Kichey,  Robinson,  Ro<;khiII,  Julius  Roekwell, 
St.  John,  Sawyer,  Smart,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Strong, Taylor, 
Thomas,  Jacob  Thomjjson,  John  B.  Thom[)son,  Robert  A. 
Thompson,  Tuck,  Tnrjier,  V'enable,  Vinton,  While,  Wick, 
Williams,  and  Wiley-95. 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur  with  the  com- 
mittee in  that  amendment. 

The  item  for  one  qiiarter's  salary  for  each  of  the 
charges  des  affaires  to  the  Papal  States,  Bolivia, 
Guatemala,  and  Ecuador,  four  thousand  five  hun- 
dred d(jllar3,  which  had  been  stricken  out  by  the 
committee,  was  read,  and  on  the  question  of  con- 
curring with  the  committee — 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays,  v^hich  were  ordered  and  taken,  and  resulted 
as  follows: 

V LAS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Grcnn  Adams,  Boydon.  Brady, 
Buckner,  Rurt,  Canby,  Cook,  Conifer,  Cranston,  Crowell, 
Crozier,  Dickey,  Daniel  Duncan,  Ensbree,  Fislv-r,  Flournoy, 
Giddings-,  Goggin,  Gregory,  Nathan  !<..  Hall,  Haskell,  Henry, 
Hill,  Hubbard,  Inge,  Andrew  Johnsoji,  George  W.Jones, 
Levin,  .Marsh,  Marvin,  (Jutlaw,  Palfrey,  Preston,  Silvester, 
Sims,  Truman  Smith,  Strolini,  Thibodeau.v,  Toombs,  Van 
Dyke,  and  Woodward — '1'2. 

NAYS— .Messrs.  Atkinson,  Barrow,  Bedinger,  Birdsall, 
Black,  Bocock,  Bowdon,  Bovvlin,  Boyd,  lirodhead.  Bridges, 
Charles  lirown,  Untler,  Cathcart,  Chapmati,  Clapp,  Franklin 
Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Clingnian,  Howell  Cobb,  Collins, 
Daniel,  Dickinson,  Dixon,  Donmdl,  Duer,  Garnett  Duncan, 
Dunn,  Edsall.  Ali;xander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Feathers- 
tin,  I'leklin,  Tric-s,  Kidton,  Gaines,  G.iyle,  Gott,  Green,  W. 
I'.  Hall,  Haralson,  Il.irmanson,  Harris,  Henley,  George  S. 
Hou  ton.  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Inger.-oll,  Iverson,  Jackson, 
Ji-nkiiis,  F.!obert  VV.  Johnson,  Kennon,  f^ahm,  Sidney  Law- 
reu'  e,  LeiHer,  Lincoln,  Lord,  Maeliy,  AleClelland,  iMcCler- 
nand,  McKay,  McLane,  Maim,  Miller,  Morchcad,  Morris, 
Mullin,  Murphy,  Nelson,  I'easlee,  Peck,  Pendleton,  Petrie, 
Peyton,  Pollock,  Rhetl,  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Richey,  Rob- 
inson, Kockbill,  Jiilms  Rock  well,  Rumsey,  St.  John,  Sawyer, 
giriipson,  Snnirt,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Strong, 
'J'aylor,  ■J'homa.s,  Jacob  I'liompson,  Richard  W.  'I'hompson, 
John  B.  Thompson,  Robert  A.  Thompson,  Tuck,  Turner, 
Venable,  Vinton,  Warren,  White,  Wick,  Williams,  and 
Wiley— 106.  '  >  >  , 

So  the  Hou.sc  refused  to  concur  with  the  com- 
mittee in  Btriking  out  that  item. 

All  the  amendments  of  the  committee  having 
been  acted  on,  the  (|Mcstion  was  put  on  ordering' 
the  bill  lo  be  eiigro;;.scd  and  read  a  third  time,  an3 
it  was  decided  in  the  affinnalivc. 

Mr.  C  J.  INGKllSOLL  moved  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  this  Tote,  with  a  view,  he  said,  to  address 
a  few  word.j  of  common  sense  to  the  House;  but, 
as  the  hour  was  now  late,  he  would  move  an  ad- 
journment. 

The  motion  being  decided  in  the  affirmative, 

Tlic  House  adjourned. 


PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  petitions  and  memorials  were  pre- 
sented and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  G.AINl'IS  :  A  memorial  of  a  meeting  of  citizens  of 
Cineinnati,  Ohio,  in  relation  to  steamboat  navigation  in  the 
West. 

By  Mr.  DUER :  The  petition  of  sundry  residents  of  the 
towns  of  Amboy  and  Consianlia,  in  O.wego  county.  New 
York,  praying  lor  tlie  esiablisliiiient  of  a  mail  route  from 
Williamslowii  to  Amboy  Corneis.  Also,  the  peiilion  of  86 
farmers  and  citizens  (>r  Madison  comity.  New  York,  against 
the  revival  of  the  patent  for  Jetliro  Wood's  plough. 

By  Mr.  ABiiOTT:  The  petition  of  Horace  G.  Dean  and 
2()7  others,  citizens  of  Lowell,  in  the  Static  of  Massachu- 
setts, praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  estahlishin;;  a  uniform 
rate  ol  li'ller  postage  and  the  pre-paymenl  thereof,  at  two 
cents  each  for  all  lc;tteis  not  exceeding  one  ounce  in  weight. 
And  they  further  ask  that  all  newspaper  postage  be  reduced 
lo  one  cent  for  eacli  paper,  and  also  for  the  total  abolition  of 
the  franking  [irivilcge. 

By  Air.  I'UTNA.M:  The  remonstrance  of  H.N.  Stanley 
anil  others,  citizens  of  Genesee  county.  New  Y'ork,  against 
the  revival  of  the  patent  of  Jethro  Wood  for  a  easl  iron 
plough.  Also,  the  petition  of  Nelson  Woleott  and  others, 
citizens  of  Wyoming  county,  New  York,  on  the  same  sub- 
ject. Also,  the  memorial  of  William  G.  Morse  and  101 
others,  opposed  to  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  and  that  they 
be  laid  out  into  larms  for  the  free  use  of  those  who  are  not 
po-sessed  of  lands;  and  opposed  to  any  grant  to  the  States 
of  the  lands,  except  for  such  purposes. 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON, of  Mississippi :  The  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Tisheminijo  county,  Mississippi,  praying  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  mail  route  from  Eastport  to  Fulton,  in  said 
State.  Also,  the  memorial  of  Woodson  Wren,  of  Natchez, 
Mississippi,  praying  for  a  modification  of  the  post  office 
laws  increasing  the  compensation  of  postmasters.  Also,  the 
petition  of  the  fiaptist  Convention  of  the  State  of  Mississip- 
pi, praying  for  the  erection  of  a  second  Inilian  territory,  for 
the  exclusive  occupation  and  enjoyment  of  the  several  In- 
dian tribes. 

By  Mr.  HUNT:  The  remonstrance  of  208  citizens  of  Or- 
leans county.  New  York,  against  extending  the  i>attnt  of 
Jethro  Wood. 

By  Mr.  CONGER:  The  remonstrance  of  50  citizens  and 
farmers  of  Cayuga  county,  New  York,  against  the  further 
extension  of  the  pattntof  Jethro  Wood. 

By  Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Ohio  :  The  (ictition  of  citizens  of 
Lici<ing  and  Delaware  "counties,  Ohio,  praying  for  a  reduc- 
tion on  newspaper  postage. 

By  Mr.  tiRINNLLL  :  The  petition  of  Thomas  Nickerson 
and  a  large  liuniber  of  others,  of  Provincetown,  Massachu- 
setts, staling  that  the  facilities  tor  taking  codfish  on  the  coast 
of  the  British  provinces  gi\e  the  inliabilania  thereof  advan- 
tages over  our  own  lisliermen.  Tliey  tlierclbre  pray  that 
the  duty  on  codfish  ni.iy  be  increased  and  made  specilic. 


IN  SENATE. 
TuEsD.^Y,  March  7,  1848. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  two  memorials  from 
citizens  of  Louisiana,  asking  the  establishment  of 
a  judicial  district  in  that  part  of  the  State  lying 
north  of  Red  river;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  .Judiciary. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  three  memorials  from 
citizens  of  Illinois,  in  relation  to  mail  routes  from 
Waterloo,  by  Red  river  and  Lafayette;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Oflice 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  from  ship  owners 
and  consignees  of  the  city  of  New  York,  for  a  law 
to  facilitate  the  landing  and  warehousing  of  car- 
goes of  vessels  from  foreign  ports;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Michigan,  asking  that  the  General  Government 
will  provide  for  the  construction  of  a  road  IVom 
Green  Bay  to  Lake  Superior,  and  that  public  lands 
inay  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  Majm'  Borland,  of  Arkansas  mounted- 
volunteers,  asking  that  his  command,  which  were 
captured  at  Encarnacion,  shall  receive  the  jiay  of 
mounted  troops  for  the  time  of  their  imprison- 
ment; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  rcjiorted  a  bill  to  relinquish  the  re- 
versionary interest  of  the  United  Stales  in  a  certain 
Indian  reservation  in  the  State  of  Alabania;  which 
was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  STURGEON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  (jeorge  V.  Mitchell,  accompanied  by  a 
report;  the  bill  was  read  afirat  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Coinmittecon  the  Jiidiciarybc  instruct- 
ed to  in()uirc  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  by  law  a 
Uirilf  of  lees  for  the  attorneys  of  the  United  States  in  those 
SiatcH  respectively  where,  for  services  rendered  in  tin;  Su- 
preme Conrl,  ihi'ie  is  MO  established  fee  bill  or  nllownnce 
lor  such  Burvicea. 


While  this  resolution  was  under  consideration, 

Mr.  HALE  expressed  a  wish  that  it  should  be 
made  general  in  its  character,  so  as  to  embrace  a 
uniform  state  of  fees  in  all  the  States.  At  present 
a  great  inequality  exists. 

Mr.  BREESE  replied,  that  the  resolution  in  its 
present  form,  would  open  the  whole  subject  before 
the  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SEVIER,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business, 
and  remained  therein  from  twenty  minutes  pnst 
twelve  o'clock  until  half-yiast  seven;  and  then  the 
doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  March  8,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  by  leave,  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Alabama,  in  relation  to  tolls  charged  on  the 
Muscle  Shoals  canal.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CONGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  which  v/as  refeired  the  subject  of  printing 
extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  late  Lieutenant 
Niel  M.  Howison,  of  the  United  States  navy,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution,  which  was  read 
and  adopted: 

Resolved,  lliat  1.5,CK)0  extra  copies  of  said  report  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  by 
leave — 

Rcaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  framing  a  general 
law  for  the  protection  and  relief  of  captured  volunteers  iij 
the  war  with  AK-xico. 

Mr.  STANTON  said  that  some  time  since  he 
had  offered  a  resolution  requesting  the  President 
to  communicate  any  correspondence  which  may- 
have  taken  place  with  the  Government  of  Great 
Britain  relative  to  the  adoption  of  principles  of 
reciprocity  in  the  trade  of  the  tvi^o  countries.  He- 
perceived  that  it  had  excited  some  interest  in  the 
newspapers;  and  as  he  had  learned  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  that  there  was  some  correspond- 
ence, he  requested  the  House  to  take  up  the  reso- 
lution and  act  upon  it.  The  resolution  was  then 
taken  up  and  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  President  of  the  United  States  he  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  this  House  any  correspondence 
which  may  have  recently  fiken  [dace  wilii  the  British  Gov- 
ernment relative  to  the  aiioption  of  principles  of  reciprocity 
in  the  trade  and  shipping  of  the  two  countries,  jmivideil 
such  communication  shall  not,  in  his  judgment,  conflict 
with  the  public  interest. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  HENLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  which  was  referred  the  subject  of  printing 
extra  copies  of  the  annual  report  on  commerce  and 
navigation,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Raolved,  That  five  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  said  re- 
port be  printed. 

Mr.  H.  said  that  he  had  had  that  report  in  his 
drawer  some  time,  and  he  thought  it  probable  the 
composition  had  been  taken  down.  If  it  were  so, 
he  wouUl  not  urge  the  adoption  of  the  I'esolution. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  inquired  if  ten  thousand  was 
not  the  usual  number.  It  was  a  document  of  very 
great  importance  to  the  commercial  world,  and  he 
thought  that  five  thousand  extra  copies  were  in- 
sufficient to  sup|ily  the  wants  of  the  country,  and 
he  therefore  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
striking  out  five  thousand  and  inserting  ten  thou- 
sand. 

Mr.  CONGER  said  as  the  House  were  proba- 
bly not  advised  of  the  cost  of  printing  the  extra 
copies,  he  would  state  that  it  would  amount  to 
about  $880. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  striking  out  five 
thousand  and  inserting  ten  thousand,  and  it  was 
agreed  to. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  LEFFLER  presented  several  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Iowa  relating  to  the 
public  lands  and  post  routes.  Laid  on  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  I'rinting  take  into  con- 
sideration the  propriety  of  printing  us  many  copies  of  the 
agrieiilturnl  report  from  the  (Jomini^sioiier  on  Patents  as  will 
equal  the  cost  of  priiilim;  the  report  of  said  Commissioner 
lU  the  first  sesijioiiof  the  twuuly-mntli  (Congress,  tmd  having 
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the  same  bound  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  twenty  cents  per 

copy. 

'  After  some  suggestions  by  Mr.  THOMPSON, 

of  Mississippi,  and  Mr.  HENLEY— 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  lay  the  reso- 
Jutioii  on  the  table.     Disagreed  to. 

Mr.  FARRELLY  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  Resolved," 
and  inserting — 

"  Tliat  the  usual  number  of  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Patents  he  printed,  and  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
printing  5,000  extra  copies  of  tlie  report  and  documents  to- 
gether, and  5,000  copies  of  the  report  and  documents  without 
the  agricultural  report,  and  the  decisions  of  .Judge  Crunch  ; 
4,000  copies  of  the  agricultural  report,  and  2.000  copies  of 
the  decisions  of  Judge  Crancli ;  and  that  the  Committee  on 
Engraving  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  engraving  the 
plates  accompanying  the  agricultural  report." 

After  some  further  remarks,  by  Messrs.  FAR- 
RELLY, WHITE,  I-IENLEY,  KING  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  COBB  of  Georgia — 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  all  thereof,  and  in- 
serting : 

"That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  printine  an  extra  number  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents." 

The  SPEAKER  ruled  Mr.  Cobb's  amendment 
out  of  order,  there  being  already  an  amendment 
pending. 

Mr.  COBB  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table.     Disagreed  to. 

Mr.  WPIITE  accepted  Mr.  Farrelly's  amend- 
ment as  a  modification  of  his  resolution. 

Mr.  COBB  then  renewed  his  amendment  to  the 
resolution  as  modified. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded,  and  under  its  operation 
Mr.  C.'s  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  resolution  as  modified  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  IVERSON,  by  leave,  presented  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia  relative 
to  a  mail  route  from  Traveller's  Rest,  in  Dooly 
county,  to  Florence,  in  Stewart  county.  Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OiRce  and  Post 
Roads. 

DEFICIENT  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  business  first  in 
order  to  be  the  motion  of  Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll  to 
reconsider  tlie  vote  by  which  the  bill  further  to 
supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1848,  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  rose  and  said:  There 
are  occasions  when  it  is  well  to  adopt  the  republi- 
can maxim  of  recurring  to  first  principles — Ut  a 
fontibus  hotius  horiant  quam  rivulis  connectentibus — 
and,  therefore,  I  will  read  a  paragraph  in  the  Con- 
stitution, without  which  it  would  never  have  been 
adopted.  I  refer  to  the  first  amendment,  which  is 
in  these  words  :  "Congress  shall  make  no  law  for 
the  establishment  of  religion,"  &c.;  and  I  shall 
accompany  that  with  a  portion  of  an  address  pre- 
sented by  the  Roman  Catholics  in  the  United  States 
to  the  first  President,  from  which  I  beg  leave  to 
read  two  paragraphs  : 

"Sir:  We  have  been  long  impatient  to  testify  our  joy 
and  unbounded  confidence  on  your  being  called  by  a  unani- 
mous vote  to  the  first  station  of  a  country  in  which  that 
unanimity  could  not  have  been  obtained  without  the  pre- 
vious merit  of  unexampled  services,  of  eminent  wisdom, 
and  unblemished  virtue. 

"This  prospect  of  na'ional  prosperity  is  peculiarly  pleas- 
ing to  us  on  another  account,  because,  wliilst  our  country 
preserves  her  freedom  and  independence,  we  shall  have  a 
well-founded  title  to  claim  from  her  justice  equal  rights  of 
citizenship,  as  well  the  price  of  our  blood  spilt  under  your 
eyes,  and  of  our  common  exertions  for  her  defence,  under 
your  auspicious  conduct — rights  rendered  more  dear  to  us 
by  the  remembrance  of  former  hardships." 

This  address  was  signed  by  Charles  Carroll  of 
Carrolltnn,  (the  last  venerable  survivor  of  the  sign- 
ers of  the  Declaration  of  Inde|iendence,)  and  by 
John  Carroll,  a  near  relation  of  Charles,  the  first 
American  Republican  Archbishop.  It  was  also 
signed  by  Thomas  Fitzsimmons,  one  of  the  fra- 
mers  of  the  Constitution,  as  well  as  by  many  other 
gentlemen  of  great  respectability. 

Some  years  after,  another  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  a  strict  Presbyterian,  on  the  death  of  the 
late  Episcopal  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  nominated 
for  his  successor  a  Roman  Catholic,  of  Maryland, 
a  gentleman  of  high  character  and  of  high  legal 
attainments,  who  has  ever  since  filled  that  elevated 
position;  and,  to  comedown  to  the  present  session 
of  the  present  Congress,  some  few  weeks  ago,  I 
was  called  upon  to  sign  an  application  to  the  Ro- 


man Catholic  Bishop  of  New  York,  to  which  the 
names  of  most  of  the  members  of  both  Houses 
were  subscribed,  requesting  him  to  preach  the 
next  Sunday  in  this  Hall.  The  list  was  headed,  if 
I  am  not  mistaken,  by  the  name  of  that  venerable 
and  illustrious  member  for  whose  pious  and  pa- 
triotic death  this  apartment  is  draped  in  the  habil- 
iments of  mourning,  and  whose  funeral  obsequies 
are  consecrated  by  the  whole  country. 

A  few  days  past  I  was  waited  on  by  one  of  the 
pages  belonging  to  this  House,  who  handed  me  a 
subscription  list,  on  which  I  saw  the  names  of 
many  of  these  same  gentlemen  signed  for  an  ex- 
tensive dissemination  of  a  commentary  on  this  pro- 
ceeding, which  I  beg  to  read  from  a  speech  of  my 
colleague  of  the  South wark  district: 

"  And  who  so  capable  of  the  great  diplomatic  duty  as  the 
man  wlio  has  so  industriously  agitated  this  sympathy  for 
Rome,  to  gratify  his  inordinate  and  gigantic  ambition  ;  who, 
for  years  past,  has  been  the  dictator,  the  trader,  and  the 
pander  of  the  foreign  Roman  Catholic  vote;  who  one  min- 
ute acts  the  priest,  and  the  next  day  plays  the  politician  ; 
who  would  have  the  world  to  believe  that  he  is  greater  than 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  because  he  is  the  power 
behind  the  throne  who  moves  the  I'resident ;  who  would  have 
the  world  believe  that,  because  he  flatters  the  American 
people  by  a  sermon  from  tlie  national  forum,  he  is  the  main- 
spring of  the  Ami!rican  Congress  i"  Combining  the  cliaracter 
of  priest  and  politician,  allowed  to  the  ministers  of  no  other 
sect,  this  ambitious  demagogue,  taking  for  his  motto  that 
'  impudence  is  power,'  has  dared  to  display  an  extent  of  au- 
dacity never  practised  and  never  allowed  to  any  other  cler- 
gyman. This  embassy,  and  all  the  public  turmoil  that  has 
led  to  its  susgestion,  is  the  work  of  an  intriguing,  restless, 
grasping,  and  ambitious  priest,  who  fans  in  his  bosom  the 
nefarious  hope  that  he  is  himself  to  be  the  destined  organ 
between  a  free  republic  and  aii-  absolute  hierarch." 

I  make  these  statements  in  no  ill-will  or  unkind - 
ness  towards  my  colleague.  On  the  contrary,  ever 
since  I  came  here  I  have  endeavored  to  maintain 
toward  him  that  personal  kindness  which  should 
always  prevail  between  gentlemen  belonging  to 
the  same  public  body,  especially  those  coming 
from  the  same  Stale  and  the  same  neighborhood; 
but  I  say  these  things  for  the  sake  of  showing  that 
the  subject  has  been  presented  by  him  under  feel- 
ings of  excitement  and  of  exaggeration  calculated 
to  do  him  great  injury.  He  has  brought  into  this 
Plouse  an  appeal  to  religious  prejudices,  which 
ought  never  to  be  invoked  within  these  halls.  I 
understand  that  out  of  the  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  members  of  this  House,  two  hundred  and 
twenty-six  are  Protestants.  There  are,  I  am  told, 
but  two  Catholics  in  the  House.  We  are  a  Protest- 
ant Congress,  representing  a  Protestant  communi- 
ty. I  therefore  think  it  prudent  and  wise — and  I 
have  disciplined  my  own  feelings  to  that  standard 
— to  avoid  the  excitement  which  subjects  of  this 
kind  are  so  apt  to  create. 

My  colleague,  suffer  me  to  say,  in  his  abuse  of 
the  Pope  and  of  the  Bishop,  bestowed  no  few  mal- 
edictions upon  the  Jesuits.  I  do  not  know  whether 
my  colleague  ever  saw  a  Jesuit. 

Mr.  LEVIN.  I  think  I  see  one  now  before  me. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  Is  that  intended  as  a  per- 
sonal insult.'' 

Mr.  LEVIN.     Certainly  not. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  I  neither  give  nor  take  in- 
sults; that  is  my  rule. 

On  our  next  National  Anniversary,  on  the  4th  of 
July,  I  will,  if  he  pleases,  introddice  my  colleague 
into  the  college  at  Georgetown,  and,  when  he  is 
there,  make  him  acquainted  with  the  highly  ret- 
spectable  Jesuits  belonging  to  that  institution — 
gentlemen  whom  I  know,  and  the  extent  and  depth 
of  whose  scientific  attainments  and  the  purity  (so 
far  as  I  know  or  have  ever  heard)  of  whose  lives 
entitle  them  to  general  respect;  men  who  have 
maintained  the  standing  of  that  institution  for  these 
fifty  or  sixty  years  past,  while,  during  that  same 
period,  bishop  after  bishop  of  the  Protestant 
churches  have  been  convicted  of  inebriety  and  pro- 
miscuous amours,  and  been  degraded  for  the  gross- 
est vices.  For  fifty  years  those  Jesuit  fathers 
have  been  disseminating  the  doctrines  of  human 
freedom,  as  well  as  the  treasures  of  science,  to  the 
youth  of  America,  and  not  an  instance  has  occurred 
of  anything  to  their  dishonor. 

I  cannot  but  suspect  my  colleague  of  speaking  of 
them  without  understanding  what  is  in  truth  their 
real  character.  1  want  him  to  go  there,  that  he 
may  learn  charity  from  Jesuits — tliat  charity  with- 
out which  wc  are  told  from  very  high  authority 
that,  though  he  spoke  with  the  tongues  of  men  or 
of  angels,  he  cannot  be  a  Christian.  I  mean  no 
offence  when  I  say  that  I  want  my  colleague  to  go 
there,  not  only  that  he  may  learn  charity,  but  alt^o 
that  he  may  learn  from  these  same  Jesuits — I  am 


sure  I  may — that  he  may  learn  taste;  and  while  I 
am  ready  to  admit  that  he  is  an  eloquent  declaim- 
er,  I  think  he  might  derive  important  information 
not  only  in  regard  fo  the  feelings  of  his  heart,  but 
the  outpourings  of  his  tongue. 

My  colleague  wall  not  take  the  Pope  as  a  reform- 
er, unless  he  will  let  him  strike  down  his  tiara  and 
strip  him  of  his  scarlet  robes.  Now,  I  think  that 
if  my  colleague  is  to  wait  till  the  Pope  accom- 
plishes this  reform,  he  is  likely  to  wait  a  good 
while.  There  is  an  old-fashioned  verse,  which 
says: 

"  The  Emperor,  Stadtholder,  Pope,  you  and  I, 
Will  sit  down  to  a  jollification." 

I  doubt  if  ever  we  shall  attain  to  that  degree  of 
intimacy;  but,  as  a  great  reformer,  I  am  satisfied 
it  is  the  interest,  the  duty,  and  the  true  policy  of 
the  people  of  this  country  to  cheer  him  on  in  the 
noble  career  on  which  he  has  entered. 

After  submitting  these  brief  introductory  remarks, 
I  now  come  to  the  immediate  question  before  us. 

It  is  said,  that  we  have  no  commercial  relations 
ivith  the  dominions  of  the  Pope.  I  am  not  sur- 
prised that  my  colleague  should  have  fallen  into 
such  a  deep  pit-fall  of  error  as  this,  because  the 
whole  tone  and  character  of  his  speech  evinces 
that  it  was  delivered  under  the  influence  of  passion, 
which  always  blinds  the  judgment.  But  I  confess 
I  am  astonished  that  a  gentleman  who  is  the  late 
chief  magistrate  of  the  cotton-growing  State  of 
Mississippi,  [Mf.  A.  G.  Brown,]  should  have 
moved  to  strike  out  from  this  bill  an  appropriation 
for  the  expenses  of  a  mission  to  Rome,  on  the 
ground  that  we  have  no  commercial  relations  with 
Italy.  And  I  was  still  more  surprised,  when  a 
gentleman,  who  is  one  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  sugar  interest  on  this  floor,  should  have  sec- 
onded such  a  proposal. 

I  make  my  appeaj  to  gentlemen  here  who  repre- 
sent the  cotton  interest,  to  say  whether  it  is  true 
that  we  have  no  commercial  interests  in  Italy.  And 
in  the  first  place,  I  r^efer  gentlemen  to  a  suggestion 
— the  very  first  suggestion,  I  think,  made  by  this 
much-al)used  Pope — for  the  formation  of  a  com- 
mercial league  between  the  States  of  Italy,  precise- 
ly the  same  with  ours.  When  Mr.  Madison  first 
suggested  the  formation  of  our  present  Constitu- 
tion as  a  substitute  for  the  old  Confederation,  he 
asked  no  more  than  was  substantially  contained  in 
the  very  first  suggestion  of  Pius  IX.  The  Pope 
proposed  and  urged  the  policy  of  forming  a  com- 
mercial league  to  embrace  all  the  Italian  States. 
The  sagacity  of  the  man  enabled  him  to  know  that 
he  could  not  effect  great  reforms  of  apolitical  kind 
by  starts  and  jumps,  but  that  he  must  effect  the- 
removal  of  ancient  abuses  by  a  deliberate  course 
of  wisdom  and  moderation. 

We  have  a  minister  at  the  Court  of  Prussia. 
What  are  our  commercial  relations  with  Prussia.' 
They  are  insignificant.  But  Prussia  is  the  col- 
lector for  the  nineteen  German  States,  which  are 
e~mbraced  in  that  great  commercial  confederacy 
known  by  the  ntvrne  of  the  ZoU-Verein.  The 
Pope  has  moved  a  measure  of  the  same  kind  among 
the  States  of  Italy. 

My  colleague  saj's,  that  the  Pope  has  control  of 
no  other  waters  than  thoseof  the  Pontine  Marshes. 
I  believe  that  Ancona  and  Civita  Vecchia  are  the 
only  ports  in  the  Papal  States. 

[Here  Mr.  Grinnell  interposed,  to  remind  Mr. 
I.  that  there  were  ports  on  the  Adriatic  as  well  as 
on  the  Mediterranean.] 

Yes,  yes;  I  am  aware  of  all  that.  I  do  not  for- 
get the  Adriatic.  But  let  us  first  dispose  of  the 
Mediterranean.  There  is  Civila  Vecchia  and  Leg- 
horn close  by,  in  Tuscany. 

When  we  go  round  into  the  Adriatic,  at  the  head 
of  the  Gulf,  we  find  the  city  of  Trieste  virtually 
an  American  city.  I  know  that  it  lies  in  that  part 
of  Italy  which  is  at  present  under  the  Austrian 
Government;  but  it  is  so  far  an  American  com- 
mercial city,  that,  owing  chiefly  to  commerce  and 
enterpri.se,  the  city  has  doubled  its  extent  and  pop- 
ulation within  the  last  ten  years— ^just  as  New 
Bedford  has  done,  which  is  represented  here  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Grin- 
nell.] Trieste  is  the  southern  inlet  into  Germany, 
just  as  Hamburg  is  the  northern;  and  large  quan- 
tities of  American  cotton,  American  tobacco,  Amer- 
ican sugar,  (so  far  as  we  are  able  to  supply  the 
demand,  though  we  have  not  yet  enough  tosupply 
it  entirely,)  are  entering  it  continually,  constitu- 
tinn-  an  imiiortanl  branch  of  American  commerce. 
From  the  much-a(»uscd  Texas,  whose  "  fitupeii- 
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dous  desert"  lias  obtained  for  me  so  much  noto- 
riety, will  be  raised  eventually  lar^e  quantities  of 
sut^ar  every  year.  Nay,  1  am  told,  in  regard  to 
that  very  desert,  that  there  is'no  liner  soil  for  the 
production  of  sugar  to  be  found  on  our  continent. 
It  is  a  desert,  it  is  true,  because  it  is  now  thickly 
overgrown  with  chaparral,  and  because  it  is  water- 
ed by  no  streams;  yet  1  am  credibly  informed  that 
there  is  no  finer  sugar  region  upon  eai'th.  [A 
laugh.] 

Trieste,  as  I  have  said,  is  the  great  sotithern  in- 
let for  foreign  products  to  all  liie  southern  States 
of  Germany.  It  is  under  the  domination  of  Aus- 
tria; but  the  effect  of  a  commercial  league  among 
all  the  Italian  States,  will  be  to  restore  Trieste  to 
Italy,  first  under  the  embrace  of  a  commercial,  and 
ultimately  under  that  of  a  political  confederacy 
with  the  other  States.  As  soon  as  this  shall  be 
done,  it  will  at  once  be  the  depot  of  a  vast  com- 
merce. 

I  call  all  those  gentlemen  here  who  represent  the 
cotton  interest,  and  indeed  the  representatives  of 
all  the  southern  Slates,  to  the  tact  that  Great  Brit- 
ain derives  an  income  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars 
annually  from  the  sale  of  American  cotton  in  the 
shape  of  twist.  She  sends  that  amount  into  Ger- 
many, through  the  ports  of  Trieste  and  Hamburg; 
but  it  is  all  American  cotton,  grown  here,  and  con- 
verted into  cotton  yarn  in  the  factories  of  England. 
Why  cannot  we  so  convert  it  ourselves?  I  heard 
a  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Toombs,]  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  vote 
against  this  appropriation  yestei'day — a  gentleman 
wlio  does  know  that  Georgia  is  beginning  to  con- 
vert her  own  staple  into  cotton  twist,  and  that 
slave  labor  is  the  very  best  in  the  world  for  such 
a  purpose.  There  is  no  reason  in  the  world,  that 
I  see,  why  these  twelve  millions  should  not  come 
into  the  colfers  of  the  United  States,  where  the 
manufacture  legitimately  belongs,  as  well  as  into 
those  of  Great  Britain,  where  it  does  not.  Surely 
we  can  twist  our  own  cotton  as  well  as  they  can 
do  it  for  us.  In  Pennsylvania,  and  in  New  Eng- 
land, there  are  factories  established  which  are  do- 
ing it  nosv;  and  I  ask  gentlemen  representing  the 
cotton-growing  interest  in  this  House,  what  it  is 
which  prevents  the  price  of  cotton  from  being  above 
seven  cents  a  pouiid?  [Southern  voices:  "It  is 
eight!"  "  I  will  sell  mine  for  seven  !"]  Take  seven 
cents  as  the  basis  of  your  calculation,  and  then 
reckon  your  profits  on  two  millions  of  bales,  the 
produce  of  last  year,  by  adding  the  twelve  mil- 
lions paid  to  England,  and  say  whether  there  is  no 
commercial  motive  for  our  having  a  diplomatic 
agent  in  Italy. 

To  gentlemen  from  my  own  State,  I  would  say 
that  England  icets  a  revenue  of  sixteen  millions  of 
dollars  per  annum  by  the  iron  she  sends  out  into- 
Germany,  and  yet  it  is  not  English  iron,  though 
sent  from  England.  I  believe  not  a  pig  of  it  is 
found  there.  Such  is  the  labor-saving  industry  of 
that  wonderful  people  that  they  can  take  iron  and 
cotton  from  America  and  other  foreign  countries, 
and,  after  maiuifacturing  it  in  England,  can  return 
it  in  a  new  shape,  and  tliereby  make  immense 
[irofits  for  themselves.  1  anticipate  the  day  when 
my  own  blessed  Pennsylvania  will  get  her  share 
of  these  profits.  The  same  is  true  of  the  tobacco 
interest.  [  know  that  on  this  point  my  colleague 
fi'om  the  South  wark  district  and  myself  differ  as 
widely  as  we  do  in  politics.  He  detests  Jesuits 
and  delights  in  tobac(;o;  while  I,  on  the  contrary, 
like  Jesuits  much  and  abhor  tobacco.  But  this 
is  a  growing  interest;  and  I  say  to  gentlemen  be- 
ware how  you  triffc  with  the  vai;aries  of  com- 
merce, or  cramp,  or  curtail,  or  refuse  fully  to 
develop  it.  Cripple  not  that  great  American  com- 
merce by  which  we  pay  the  expense  of  our  gallant 
army,  and,  in  a  word,  by  whose  o[)eration  on  the 
national  prosperity  we  are  become  that  great 
people  that  we  are.  Most  of  that  commerce  is 
.su.slained  by  none  of  the  necessities,  but  by 
the  mere  luxuries  of  life;  it  is  conversant  with 
opium,  with  brandy,  with  tea,  with  coffee,  with 
ginseng. 

All  these  sub.stances  arc  called  for  by  the  appe- 
tites of  man,  and  it  is  the  business  of  commerce 
lo  meet  his  liistes  and  hi.s  notions,  and  to  supply 
them;  and  out  of  them  to  realize  for  the  cAun- 
iry  which  maintaiiis  it,  great  profits  and  great 
power. 

When  the  gentleman  from  Mis.sissippi  [Mr. 
Rr.oHNJ  uiovetl  to  strike  out  this  little  item  of  nine 
thousand  dollars,  he  could  not  fully  have  realized 


all  that  this  mission  is  likely  to  bring  to  him  and 
to  his  people.  1  think  he  must,  by  this  time,  see 
that  there  is  something  in  the  commercial  relations 
between  the  Pope  and  the  United  Slates;  that  there 
is  the  prospect  of  a  vast  commerce  lietween  us. 
The  Pope  sees  it,  and  hence  his  first  proposal  for 
a  commercial  league.  True,  it  is  but  in  embryo 
now.  What  was  the  commercial  condition  of  this 
country  under  the  Confederation,  when  our  im- 
ports yielded  us  a  duty  of  less  than  five  per  cent..' 
We  could  not  live  upon  it.  What  our  condition 
was  then,  the  condition  of  the  Italian  States  is  now, 
but  not  so  poor  as  we  were.  There  must  be  a 
beginning.  I  venture  to  say  that  there  exist  now 
great  commercial  motives  for  an  American  agency 
in  Italy.  We  have  a  minister  in  Austria;  we  have 
a  minister  in  Prussia;  we  have  a  minister  in  Tur- 
key; we  have  a  minister  in  China;  we  have  a  min- 
ister in  Spain.  Why  have  we  ministers  at  all  these 
courts,  and  none  in  Italy  ?  None  of  these  promise 
us  the  same  returns,  if  we  will  only  consent  to  cast 
our  bread  upon  the  waters.  What  have  we  a  min- 
ister in  Turkey  for.'  I  speak  somewhat  at  ran- 
dom, and  shall  be  happy  to  be  corrected  if  I  am 
wrong;  but  I  suppose  it  is  for  the  poor  ]irofits  of 
the  trade  of  the  Black  Sea.  But  that  will  hardly 
pay  the  outfit  of  the  mission.  Why  have  we  a 
minister  to  China.'  The  late  venerable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Adams)  always  thought 
that,  instead  of  allowing  a  commissioner  a  salary 
of  :j,5,000,  we  ought  to  have  a  full  minister,  with 
the  regular  salary  and  outfit.  But  why  keep  a 
minister  there,  unless  it  be  on  the  broad  and  sound 
principle  of  extending  our  commercial  relations 
with  the  whole  world  .' 

Our  foreign  diplomatic  relations  do  not  cost  us 
$300,000  a  year.  Now,  I  like  to  see  a  little  and 
sometimes  a  great  deal  of  republican  magnificence. 
We  sometimes  pay  more  than  the  mission  would 
cost  us  for  burying  a  member  of  this  House.  Since 
I  first  took  my  seat  in  this  Hall,  the  expenses  of 
the  Judiciary  of  the  United  States  have  increased 
from  forty  thousand  to  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars a  year.  We  pay  this  sum  for  repressing  crime 
and  mitigating  injustice  in  the  country;  and  we  see 
with  what  success.  The  mere  judicial  service  costs 
us  twice  as  much  as  all  our  foreign  missions  put 
together — by  which  we  maintain  the  peace,  protect 
the  commerce,  and  develop  the  character  of  the 
country  all  over  the  world.  There  is  nothing  to 
which  money  can  be  applied  to  better  advantage 
and  with  greater  profit  than  in  extending  our  com- 
mercial missions  abroad.  These  are  missions  of 
peace — missions  of  profit — missions  of  national 
character;  and  gentlemen  will  find  that  the  mere 
commercial  question  involved  in  the  case  of  a  mis- 
sion to  the  Pope  is  not  quite  so  bald  as  some 
may  have  at  first  view  conceived  it  to  be.  There 
is  more  in  it  than  the  commerce  of  the  Pontine 
Marshes. 

But  now  to  the  political  aspect  of  the  ques- 
tion. 

I  find  the  case  is\vell  argued  in  a  letter  recently 
written  from  London  by  a  correspondent  of  the 
National  Intelligencer.  I  will  read  a  paragraph  or 
two  to  the  House;  and  be  it  remembered  that  this 
letter  is  written  by  no  Papist — by  no  Jesuit — but 
by  a  Unitarian — about  as  far  off"  from  the  Pope  as 
he  well  can  be: 

"  From  Rome  tline  is  notliin?  new.  The  Pontiff  is  stead- 
ily iidvanriiii;  in  the  path  of  relorni,  with  a  dignilied,  c.iu- 
tioii,-,  but  tiiin  sti;p.  The  people  of  Roino  liavo  been  called 
upon,  tliioufjh  the  jounials,  lo  forego  tills  year  the  e.xpcnsive 
MiuMiniery  of  the  Carnival,  and  consecrate  the  money  usu- 
ally lavishe<l  at  that  holiday  in  the  purchase  of  a  dozen  more 
(ield-pieees  for  the  protection  ofthe  eily." 

My  colleague,  in  his  speech,  talked  something 
about  statuary  and  painting  being  the  only  business 
pursued  by  the  poor  contemptible  descendants  of 
the  ancient  Romans.  Now,  I  should  be  glad  to 
know  if  we  should  be  ouvselvcs  willing  to  take  any- 
thing from  the  annual  expenses  of  this  House 
(which  are  now,  I  believe,  little  less  than  a  million 
of  dollars  every  year)  for  any  useful  purpose  which 
has  no  show  about  it — nothing  to  make  a  spectacle.' 
Would  we  consent  to  curtail  our  own  per  diem, 
or  make  any  other  personal  sacrifice,  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  patriotic  oblation,  such  as  this  Pope  pro- 
poses .' 

"  The  hint  is  likely  to  lie  adopted  ;  for,  now  thai  the  citi- 
zens feel  theniselves  to  lie  treated  like  men  and  rational 
bein({.<,  they  have  assumed  the  tastes  and  bearing  of  such, 
and  scorn  the  KrovcllinK  merriment  of  slaves. 

"  A  return  has  just  been  published  of  the  population  of 
Italy,  '/'hi'  following  classification  may  serve  to  show,  now 
that  Naples  lias  Joined  the  'good  ciiiwe,' the  compmativc 


iiuinerical  streiiath  of  tlie  advocates  of  absolute  and  liberal 
governments : 

LiJ)crals. 

Sardinia 4,879,000 

Roman  States 2,877,000 

Naples  and  Sicily  .  .8..').)6,100 
Tuscany  and  Lucca  1,701,700 

iMonaci) 7. 580 

SaiiMaiino...; T^yjO 


Jihsolufists. 

Modena 463.000 

Parma  and  Placentia   477,000 
Venitian  Lombard v4.759,(;00 

Italian 'fyrol .'.    5-22,6.i8 

islria,  (Au^trian)...    485,1,00 


Liberals. 


.  18,0  !U,i:jO         Absolutists 6,736,608 


I  (said  Mr.  I.)  thought  it  was  more;  1  supposed 
it  was  twenty-seven  millions;  but  I  see  that  this 
writer  makes  it  but  twenty-five. 

"  This  is  a  giatifyini;  cl;issilicaiion  and  result  lo  the  lover 
of  progress  and  of  national  independence  and  individual  hap- 
piness. Should  the  Austrian  G  jverninent  see  its  true  inter- 
ests, and  act  kindly  with  her  Italian  dominions,  the  sjuall 
States  of  Modena  and  Parma  would  not  loii^  resist  the  gen- 
eral current,  and  llie  ret'eneralion  of  Italy  would  be  complete. 
May  we  not  hope  for  such  a  glorious  result  r" 

This  correspondent  further  says: 

"In  7(a'i/the  principal  points  of  attraction  are  Naples  and 
Sicily,  and  there  also  ihe  cause  of  rational  liberty  is  nuiking 
most  cheering  progress.  The  King  of  Naples  seems  to  have 
been  aware,  from  the  first  news  of  the  outbreak  in  Sicily, 
tlial  his  arbitrary  power  was  checked." 

And  he  then,  after  describing  the  intermediate 
course  of  events,  closes  by  stating — 

"A  royal  ordounance  was  accordingly  issued  decreeing 
a  national  constitution  for  the  Kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies, 
founded  on  the  same  principles  as  the  French  charter  of 
1820,  including  the  chambers,  the  royal  inviolability,  Ihe 
responsibility  of  ministers,  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  the 
national  guard." 

Here  is  all  that  they  call  freedom  in  France  and 
England.  What  we  consider  freedom  they  look 
upon  as  its  excesses.  At  all  events,  they  have  se- 
cured a  republican  government  with  a  king,  (which 
was  as  necessary  there  as  in  France.)  Not  a  dollar 
can  be  touched  by  him,  however,  without  a  vote 
of  the  representatives  of  the  people.  This  is  now 
as  fully  established  there  as  it  is  in  the  United 
States.  And  this  is  Italy!  These  are  the  people 
of  Italy,  whom  my  colleague  represents  as  loving 
nothing  but  statuary  and  painting. 

But  who  is  this  Pope  that  has  been  denounced 
here  in  such  round  terms.'  He  is  no  cloistered 
jjriest.  He  is  a  young  Pope — not  a  young  man, 
to  be  sure,  being  probably  over  fifty  years  of  age; 
for  it  is  hard  to  find  a  cardinal  eligible  who  is  un- 
der that  age:  but  he  has  the  probability  of  fifty 
years  yet  before  him  to  consummate  those  great 
reforms  he  has  entered  upon,  and  entered  upon  as 
a  wise  man,  and  not  as  a  fool.  I  say  he  is  a  young 
Pope;  and  more  than  that:  he  is  troubled  with 
none  of  that  compulsory  chastity  which  my  col- 
league thinks  so  shocking.  He  has  once  been  at 
liberty,  with  a  cockade  on  his  head,  and  a  sword 
by  his  side.  He  was  a  soldier  before  he  became  a 
priest;  and  when  he  became  a  priest  he  did  what 
no  Pope  ever  did  before.  He  crossed  the  Atlantic 
and  came  to  America — to  South  America,  indeed — 
but  to  America,  then  heaving  with  the  throes  of 
an  incipient  revolution  to  throw  off"  the  yoke  of 
Spain. 

Pie  then  went  back  to  Europe  with  his  mind 
enlarged  and  his  passions  corrected;  and  with  en- 
larged notions  of  liberty,  of  economy,  and  all  the 
leading  jirinciples  of  republican  government.  This 
is  the  Pope  to  whom  it  is  proposed  to  send  a  min- 
ister, and  I  can  assure  eentlemen  that  I  have  been 
told  by  a  well  qualified  judge  lately  returned  from 
the  spot,  that  so  strong  was  the  feeling  among  the 
whole  Italian  people  in  favor  of  emancipation,  that 
■when  the  cardinals  went  into  the  election  of  a  Pope 
they  were  fully  aware  that  they  had  only  the  alter- 
natives of  reform  or  revolution.  They  knew  that 
unless  they  elected  a  firm  and  a  wise  man  the  peo- 
)ile  would  rise  and  even  through  an  ocean  of  blood 
would  seek  a  free  government.  The  French  revo- 
lution in  18.30  had  kindled  a  flame  through  all  the 
south  of  Europe.  The  English  reform  bill  soon 
followed,  and  in  Italy  a  scene  of  revolt  and  blood- 
shed took  place;  they  did  what  they  could  then, 
but  they  could  do  no  more.  That  was  but  a 
preparatory  movement,  and  in  that  which  is  now 
going  on  the  Pope  is  but  the  standard-bearer.  The 
Italians,  whatever  my  colleague  may  think  of 
them,  are  among  the  very  best  medical,  moral, 
and  natural  and  political  jihilosophcrs  in  the  world. 
True,  they  have  been  kept  down  by  the  Govern- 
ments of  Naples  and  of  Austria;  but  the  fire  has 
long  been  burning — the  fire  is  there — and  at  last  it 
has  broken  out.  And  under  what  auspices.'  If 
my  colleague  is  a  republican,  what  objection  can 
he  possibly  have  to  the  Pope's  sending  us  as  many 
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of  such  men  as  he  pleases  ?  What  harm  will  they 
do  us?  Are  ihey  likely  to  deteriorate — to  injure 
us?  I  cannot  see  how  ?  And  what  does  our  glo- 
rious mother  country  say  to  these  events?  The 
commercial  and  political  correspondent  of  the  In- 
telligencer says: 

"  But  a  more  iinportunt  item  still  is,  that  Sir  Ralph  Aber- 
crombie,  the  Eiisjlish  Plenipoteiiiiiuy  in  Sardinia,  has  coin- 
inunicati^d  to  ihe  Minister  ot'  Forejirn  AH'airs  at  Turin  a  note 
send  by  Lord  Palnienston  to  tlie  Court  of  Vienna,  in  wliich 
it  is  declared  that,  in  case  an  Austrian  intervention  should 
be  attempted  in  Tuscany,  in  the  Roman  States,  or  in  the 
Kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicihes,  it  would  be  considered  by 
England  as  a  declaration  of  war." 

My  colleague  said  there  never  had  been  an  Eng- 
lish minister  at  Rome,  because  the  Pope  would 
never  consent  to  receive  one.  He  is  under  a  great 
mistake.  It  is  not  because  the  Pope  refused  to 
receive  a  minister  from  England,  but  because  the 
British  Parliament  refused  to  send  one.  England 
is  a  Protestant  country.  She  was  afraid  of  the 
Pretender,  and  the  constitution  forbade  a  Catholic 
succession.  There  has  been  no  Papal  representa- 
tive in  London  because  an  act  of  Parliament  stood 
in  the  way,  but  Lord  Landsdowne  has  lately  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  autiiorize  the  Crown  to  send  a  min- 
ister to  Rome;  and  in  all  probability,  while  I  am 
now  addressing  tJiis  House,  he  is  there.  But  that 
is  not  all.  Lord  Minto  was  sent  to  the  Italian 
States,  just  as  I  proposed  that  we  should  do;  he 
■was  sent,  not  indeed  directly  to  Rome,  but  to 
Lombardjf,  Tuscany,  and  Naples.  He  is  saying 
to  the  people  of  those  States,  "Go  on;  we  will  stand 
by  you ;  be  just  and  fear  not." 

I  regretted  very  much  the  confusion  created  in 
the  House  by  a  personal  pass  between  two  of  my 
colleagues,  and  the  more  as  the  Chair,  by  a  vigor- 
ous irregularity,  (for  I  doubt  much  if  a  majority 
voted  to  adjourn,)  very  properly  adjourned  the 
House.  I  regretted  it  because  by  that  means  my 
amendment  was  excluded.  1  wanted  to  appoint  a 
full  minister  to  Italy,  with  a  salary  and  outfit  of 
$18,000  at  least.  I  want  a  minister  plenipotentiary 
to  go,  (and  I  would  call  him  an  ambassador,  if  the 
President  will  consent  to  the  use  of  such  a  term,) 
as  being  sent  on  so  great  an  occasion.  For  gen- 
tlemen will  allow  me  to  say  this  is  a  great  occa- 
sion; we  are  called  on  by  the  circumstances  to  say 
whether  we  will  or  will  not  take  part  and  lot  in 
this  great  reform.  When  General  Washington 
was  President  in  1793  he  broke  the  first  treaty  the 
United  States  ever  made,  but  he  did  it  because  the 
supreme  safety  of  the  country  required  it;  and  it 
was  a  measure  eminently  wise. 

But  I  think  the  time  has  come  when  this  coun- 
try can  no  longer  avoid  taking  some  part  in  the 
current  of  events  throughout  Christendom.  Are  we 
to  leave  everything  to  Great  Britain  while  we  have 
commercial  interests  and  relations  all  over  the 
wgirld,  and  a  navy  to  protect  them,  and  while  we 
have  conquered  capitals  at  a  greater  distance  from 
Washington  than  Rome  is,  and  far  more  inacces- 
sible ?  Are  we  not  to  send  a  minister  there  ?  Are 
we  not  bound  to  say  to  this  Pope,  in  our  own  ver- 
nacular, (and  it  is  a  very  good  one,)  "  Go-ahead 
your  Holiness  !  [Much  merriment.]  Surely  we 
have  the  same  right  that  Austria  has. 

My  colleague  said  that  no  minister  had  been 
sent  by  this  country  to  the  States  of  South  Amer- 
ica. But  here  he  was  as  far  wrong  as  in  other 
matters.  Caesar  Rodney,  Mr.  Bland,  and  a  third 
whose  name  I  cannot  now  recollect,  were  sent  as 
commissioners  throughout  all  the  South  American 
States  to  fan  the  flame  of  freedom.  At  that  time 
the  greatest  citizen  of  this  republic — the  man  who 
is  now  passing  by  ovation  from  city  to  city  on  his 
way  hence  to  New  York — I  mean  Mr.  Clay — when 
on  this  floor,  rebuked  the  then  Administration  be- 
cause he  said  that,  originating  as  we  had  done,  and 
owing  our  own  freedom  to  a  similar  movement,  we 
were  bound  to  give  to  those  struggling  States  the 
right-hand  of  encouragement.  Nor  was  Mr.  Clay 
alone  in  such  a  sentiment.  Some  years  after,  little 
Greece  undertook  a  struggle  for  freedom;  and  what 
had  we  to  do  with  Greece  ?  She  had  not  even  any 
Pontine  marshes  to  benefit  our  commerce;  yet  a 
highly  distinguished  statesman  now  in  the  Senate 
. — I  allude  to  Mr.  Webster — made  an  eloquent 
movement  in  this  House  in  favor  of  our  tendering 
to  Greece  our  aid.  I  maintain  it  is  our  duty  to  show 
to  the  world  that  we  take  an  interest  in  the  move- 
ments of  this  Pope.  True,  asking  you  to  step  over 
the  Atlantic  is  asking  a  great  step,  and  I  am  wil- 
ling to  submit  to  better  judgments  than  my  own. 
But  I  remember  that  in  1823  one  of  our  most  pru- 


dent and  discreet  Presidents,  Mr.  Monroe,  sug- 
gested in  his  message  to  Congress  whether  it  was 
not  our  duty  and  our  true  ))olicy  to  say  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Holy  Alliance  that  they  should  not  be 
suifered  to  plant  a  colony  not  only  in  North  but 
even  in  South  America. 

Here  the  hour  expired,  and  Mr.  I.  resumed  his 
seat. 

Mr.  LEVIN  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  said: 
Before  1  proceed  to  reply  to  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat,  I  feel  it  due  to  myself,  as 
well  as  to  my  constituents,  to  explain  the  allusion 
which  I  made  the  other  day  to  the  subject  of  the 
"tinder-box."  I  asked  the  gentleman  on  that 
occasion,  whether  the  torch  of  the  incendiary  had 
been  lighted  at  the  "  tinder-box;"  and  I  am  satis- 
fied that  he  did  not  understand  the  bearing  of  that 
inquiry,  otherwise  he  certainly  would  not  have 
given  it  a  personal  application.  If  I  remember 
aright,  the  people  of  that  district  which  I  now  have 
the  honor  to  represent,  once  elevated  my  colleague 
from  the  third  Congressional  district  to  a  seat  in 
the  councils  of  the  nation.  So  long;  as  Rome  or 
Ireland  ruled  it,  he  represented  it.  He  seems  to 
think  that  the  spirit  of  "  incendiarism"  still  slum- 
bers amongst  that  patriotic  and  much-injured  peo- 
ple. Whether  he  will  have  equal  reason  to  defame 
those  whom  he  now  represents,  the  next  Congres- 
sional election  in  Pennsylvania  will  decide. 

Sir,  it  is  known  to  the  country,  that  at  a  time 
when  the  rights  even  of  the  Irish  Catholics  in  that 
district  were  invaded — aye,  sir,  after  they  had  con- 
verted the  church  of  St.  Philip  de  Ncri  into  a  gar- 
rison— and  it  surely  ceased  to  be  a  church  and 
became  a  garrison  when  arms  and  ammunition 
were  placed  withiti  its  walls — when  thus  stripped 
of  its  sanctity,  who  defended  and  protected  that 
fortress  thus  prepared  to  vomit  its  flames  upon 
American  citizens?  I  answer,  the  Native  Ameri- 
cans. Everything  had  been  (lone  to  inflame  and 
infuriate  the  people.  The  "  Hibernia  Greens," 
with  loaded  muskets,  were  placed  within  that  con- 
secrated building.  At  this  moment,  that  noble- 
hearted  and  patriotic  man,  Thomas  D.  Grover, 
called  at  my  house  and  asked  me  to  accompany 
him  to  that  scene,  in  order  that  I  might  aid  in 
saving  the  lives  of  those  men,  and  preserve  the 
church  from  destruction.  We  well  knew  that  the 
ckaracter  of  a.  church  is  its  best  protection.  If  that 
will  not  protect  it,  arms  never  will  in  this  country. 
When  we  walked  to  the  rear  of  the  church,  we 
found  two  cannon  loaded  to  the  muzzle,  one  of 
them  so  aimed  as  to  enter  the  window.  Thomas  D. 
Grover  mounted  the  one,  1  stepped  upon  the  other, 
placing  my  foot  upon  the  touchhole  just  as  they 
were  about  to  apply  the  torch.  I  then  proclaimed 
that  if  that  church  fell,  I  would  fall  amidst  its  ruins. 
1  pleaded  for  the  safety  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
altar.  I  succeeded,  with  the  aid  of  the  Native 
Americans  of  the  district,  in  allaying  the  popular 
excitement.  We  carried  off"  the  guns.  We  saved 
the  church;  and  there  it  stands  a  monument  of  the 
protective  power  of  Native  Americans.  We  en- 
tered the  basement  of  the  building,  incendiaries  as 
we  were,  but  we  bore  no  torch,  and  there  we  found 
a  "tinder-box,"  with  matches  and  all  needful 
preparation  made  to  set  it  on  fire.  But,  sir,  the 
Native  Americans  of  that  clislrict  have  put  an  eter- 
nal extinguisher  upon  any  and  every  "linder-box" 
which  shall  ever  threaten  the  conflagration  of 
churches,  or  the  cold-blooded  slaughter  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  engaged  in  the  exercise  of  their  con- 
stitutional rights.  So  much,  sir  for  this  explana- 
tion. 

I  now  turn  to  my  colleague  from  the  fourth  Con- 
gressional district.  The  gentleman  has  read  from 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Well,  sir, 
that  is  the  platform  upon  which  I  stand.  He  tells 
us  that  Congress  cannot  legislate  upon  the  subject 
of  religion.  We  all  admit  that;  and  Europe  well 
knows  it.  But,  sir,  the  States  can  legislate  upon 
the  subject  of  religion;  and  here  let  me  announce 
to  this  House  and  to  this  nation  a  startling  fact. 

In  1843,  when  the  Pope  issued  his  encyclical  let- 
ter against  slavery,  and  Daniel  O'Connell  publish- 
ed his  manifesto  calling  upon  the  Irish  Catholics 
of  the  United  States  to  carry  out  the  intentions  of 
the  Pope  at  the  ballot-bo.v:,  (for  you  must  take  them 
in  connection  as  illustrating  the  real  designs  of  the 
Pope,)  he  called  together  in  the  city  of  London  the 
most  influential  and  wealthy  Roman  Catholics  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  an  association,  having  for 
its  avowed  object  the  overthrow  of  Protestant 
rights  and  Protestant  freedom  in  the  United  States. 


A  circular  or  pamphlet  was  prepared,  which  was 
dexterously  and  judiciously  distributed;  and  in 
that  circular  we  find  the  same  ground  assumed 
which  has  been  taken  upon  the  floor  of  this  House 
by  my  colleague  from  the  fourth  Congressional  dis- 
trict— "Congress  has  no  power  to  legislate  upon 
the  subject  of  religion."  But  in  the  circular  they 
proclaimed  the  fact — and  it  seeins  they  understood 
this  subject  well — that  the  Stales  may  change  the 
fundamental  law,  and  make  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion  the  established  religion  of  the  State!  This, 
sir,  in  itself  explains  the  secret  of  this  extraordi- 
nary flood  of  Roman  Catholic  population  now 
pouring  into  our  country.  Is  it  not,  sir,  some- 
what extraordinary  that  the  Romish  hierarchy  in 
Europe  have  never  directly  or  indirectly  attempted 
to  interpose  the  slightest  check  to  that  immense  im- 
migration which  yearly  transfers  so  many  thou- 
sands from  their  dominion?  I  put  it  to  the  com- 
mon sense  of  every  man  whether  it  is  at  all  likely 
that  the  transference  to  our  shores  of  such  multi- 
tudes of  the  followers  of  the  Pope  would  be  thus 
looked  upon  without  alarm  or  regret,  if  the  subtle 
policy  of  the  Romish  Pontiflf  had  not  given  him 
assurance  that  the  result  would  in  nowise  impair 
his  strength  or  endanger  his  dominion  ?  The  docu- 
ment to  which  I  allude  was  obtained  with  some 
difficulty  by  a  gentleman — a  citizen  of  this  coun- 
try— who  was  then  in  London.  It  was  handed  by 
him  to  a  distinguished  Senator  of  the  United  States, 
[Mr.  Westcott,]  by  whom  it  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  Secretary  of  State. 
Far  be  it  from  me  to  charge  the  Secretary  of  Slate 
with  the  suppression  of  that  document.  But  it  has 
been  lost  or  mislaid;  and  as  it  is  the  only  copy  of 
which  I  have  heard,  I  hope  that  I  may  yet  have  an 
opportunity  of  laying  it  before  the  country. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  the  fourth  Con- 
gressional district  of  Pennsylvania  travels  back  to 
1791  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  devotion  of 
Roman  Catholics  to  the  cause' of  human  freedom. 
Why  not  take  the  position  assumed  by  "  Eugenio 
Macnamara,  Catholic  Priest  and  Apostolic  Mis- 
sionary," of  more  recent  date,  to  show  that  "  the 
'  Irish  Catholics  are  best  adapted  to  the  religion, 
'  character,  and  temperament  of  the  inhabitants  of 
'  Mexico,"  and  "  to  protect  the  Californians  against 
'  becoming  the  prey  of  the  Methodist  wolves  ?"  I 
was  surprised  that  my  colleague  found  it  necessary 
to  go  so  far  back  in  American  history  in  order  to 
vindicate  his  position,  inasmuch  as,  in  his  own  let- 
ter of  1815,  he  denounces  the  Jesuits,  and  particu- 
larly the  Pope,  to  be  "  the  scarlet-clad  whore  of 
Babylon."  Sir,  I  never  went  so  far  as  that.  I 
confess,  however,  that  I  profited  much  by  that 
letter  from  the  pen  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  the  fourth  Congressional  district,  and  whom  I 
expected  to  find  on  this  occasion  an  able  ally,  and 
not  a  foe. 

Sir,  Charles  Carroll,  to  whom  allusion  was  made, 
was  the  contemporary  of  Lafayette.  Lafayette 
was  well  aware  of  the  heroic  devotion  to  the  cause 
of  liberty  which  the  Irish  patriot  displayed.  Yet 
it  was  Lafayette  who  proclaimed  that  when  the 
liberties  of  this  country  fall  it  would  be  through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  Roman  Catholic  priest- 
hood. The  honorable  gentleman  has  pronounced 
a  high  encomium  on  the  would-be  nuncio  or  legate 
of  the  Pope — Bishop  Hughes.  The  picture  must 
have  been  well  drawn,  or  the  honorable  gentleman 
would  have  failed  to  recognize  the  original.  I 
spoke  of  a  scheming,  plotting,  crafty,  ambitious 
priest,  and  the  leader  of  the  Democracy  supposes 
that  I  alluded  to  one  of  their  chosen  allies.  Well, 
be  it  so.  Did  not  Bishop  Hughes  desert  the  altar 
for  the  political  arena,  and  in  Carroll  Hall,  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  call  upon  his  Irish  Catholic  fol- 
lowers, the  subjects  of  the  Pope,  to  vote  for  none 
but  those  who  were  pledged  to  pass  a  law  ejecting 
the  Bible  from  the  public  schools?  Was  not  the 
same  movement  made  in  Philadelphia  and  in  Bal- 
timore? And  yet  we,  who  stand  in  self-defence  in 
this  great  emergency,  are  charged  with  making  an 
effort  to  connect  politics  and  religion  ! 

When  the  honorable  gentleman  from  the  fourth 
Congressional  district  declared  that  I  could  never 
have  seen  a  Jesuit,  I  rose  in  my  place,  and,  look- 
ing at  him,  exclaimed,  "  I  see  one  now!"  The 
gentleman  asked  if  I  intended  to  insult  him.  I  re- 
l)lied,  "  Certainly  not."  The  gentleman  entirely 
misunderstood  me;  for,  sir,  aware  that  his  former 
conception  of  the  character  of  the  Jesuits  had  un- 
dergone an  entire  change,  and  that  he  now  regarded 
the  members  of  that  order  as  occupying  the  most 
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exalted  rank  in  the  scale  of  moral  and  intellectual 
excelieni-e,  I  lind  imagined  that  when  I  recognized 
in  himself  a  member  of  that  illustrious  order,  I  of- 
fered a  homn<i;e  which  even  his  nice  sense  would 
not  regard  as  a[  all  distasteful. 

Without  deioiiino^a  reply  to  any  portion  of  the 
argument  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  a  few 
days  ago,  the  honorable  gentleman,  with  his  usual 
adroitness,  attempts  to  turn  the  public  attention  to 
our  commercial  interests  in  the  Italian  States.  The 
commerce  to  which  the  gentleman  alludes  is  already 
fully  protected.  That  commercial  intercourse  is 
with  Austria,  and  is  fully  secured  by  our  diplo- 
matic arrangements  with  that  Government.  So  far 
as  our  commerce  with  the  Pope  is  concerned,  have 
we  not  a  consul  at  Ancona,  at  Ravenna,  and  at 
Rome.'  In  neither  of  these  ports  can  a  fishing- 
boat  float  in  safety,  and  yet  we  are  gravely  told 
that  by  the  creation  of  this  mission  all  the  great 
agricultural  and  commercial  interests  of  the  coun- 
try are  to  be  protected  and  advanced!  No,  sir;  this 
problem  is  more  readily  solved  by  a  reference  to 
the  message  of  the  President,  in  which  he  speaks 
of  the  "  interesting  political  events  now  going  on 
in  Rome."  We  are  to  send  a  diplomatic  agent  to 
Rome,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  take  a  part  in  the 
"interesting  political  events,"  and  to  receive  in 
return  a  legate  of  the  Pope,  armed  with  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  power,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  direct 
and  control  the  "  interesting  political  events"  now 
going  on  in  America. 

Sir,  I  reiterate  the  assertion  that  this  whole 
scheme  has  for  its  object  political  power  and  reli- 
gious connection.  The  object  is  to  centralize  a 
Jesuit  influence  in  the  United  States,  destined  to 
act  as  the  ally  of  the  so-called  Democracy.  It  will 
so  act  until  it  becomes  sufliciently  powerful  to  de- 
mand from  the  Democracy  that  it  shall  become  Us 
ally!  Sir,  did  not  the  honorable  gentleiKian  step  a 
little  beyond  the  line  of  liberalitij  which  he  has  laid 
down  as  his  guide,  when  he  saw  fit  to  seize  upon  the 
acts  of  debauchery  committed  by  Protestant  clergy- 
men, in  order,  under  the  cover  of  these  individual 
acts,  to  assail  the  great  body  of  Protestantism  itself? 
He  knew  as  well  as  1  know  that  the  Protestant  clergy 
of  this  country  and  of  the  world  are  characterized 
by  the  utmost  ]iurity.  The  great  body  of  the  Pro- 
testant clergy  may  well  cast  back  with  disdain  any 
such  attempt  to  attach  to  it  the  disgrace  of  these 
exceptional  cases,  just  as  the  polished  steel  flings 
back  from  its  immaculalesurfiice  the  "  breath  which 
seeks  to  stain  it !"  The  Protestant  clergy  have  no 
secret  confessional;  they  have  no  convents;  they 
have  no  nunneries;  their  every  act  is  done  beneath 
the  broad  Tjlaze  of  day. 

Is'it  not  strange  that  under  circumstances  like 
these  I  should  be  charged  with  bringing  the  subject 
of  religion  into  this  House?  It  has  been  introduced 
by  a  committee  of  the  House,  and  in  a  hill  to  sup- 
ply deficiencies,  leading  the  new  members  of  the 
House  to  suppose  that  a  previous  law  existed  au- 
thorizing the  appointment  of  this  mission,  and  tliat 
all  that  was  now  needed  was  a  supply  of  money 
to  meet  the  expenditure.  Sir,  the  plan  is  worthy 
of  the  plot.     The  whole  movement  i.«:  Jesuitical. 

But  my  colleague  points  to  the  fact  tiiat  there  arc 
but  two  Catholics  in  the  House.  Would  to  God 
there  were  more  of  the  same  stamp.  Sir,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Louisiana,  himself  a  Calholic,  resists 
this  religious  link.  I  have  no  doubt  he  represents 
the  noble  feeling  and  lofty  patriotism  of  American 
Catholics,  when  he  opposes  the  formation  of  this 
religious  tic,  and  prole,sts  against  the  extension  of 
the  ten\poral  authority  of  the  Pope  over  tiie  United 
Slates,  which  is  the  ultciior  end  and  aim  of  this 
Jesuitical  movement.  For  what  need  have  the  Je- 
suits of  Roman  Catliolic  representatives  so  long  as 
liieir  friends  and  supporters  may  be  found  in  the 
Representatives  f)f  the  American  people?  My  col- 
league has  extended  to  trie  a  kind  invitation  to  visit 
the  Jesuit  College  at  Gcoigetown.  He  tells  me  I 
will  find  ihem  bland,  coiuteous,  accomplished,  and 
geiitiemaiily.  Sir,  1  do  not  doubt  it.  I  know  not 
now  many  members  of  this  House  may  iiave  ac- 
of-picd  their  hospitality.  They  live,  as  I  learn, 
most  luxuriously.  And  the  gcntU'inan  tells  nie 
that  my  '^ tmtc"  may  be  im|)rovfd  by  a  visit.  Sir, 
I  have  Ijeen  suffering  for  some  months  past  with 
that  most  terrible  of  all  terrible  diseases,  dyspep- 
sia. I  am  subject  to  attacks  of  " craui])'''  in  the 
stomach.  It  is  not  tlie  fir.st  time  that  I  have  re- 
cei\ed  a  similar  invitation;  and  although  it  comes 
from  a  very  high  source,  and  althou;;h  the  organ 
liirough  wliom  the  cunimuiiiculion  is  mudc  is  enti- 


tled to  the  highest  consideration,  1  must  insist  on 
declining  it.  Suppose  I  should  go  and  should  be 
seized  with  one  of  those  unfortunate  attacks  of 
cramp  and  should  die,  nothing  would  satisfy  my 
constituents  that  I  had  not  been  poisoned  by  the 
Jesuits. 

Sir,  the  gentleman  has  alluded  to  the  ancient  Ro- 
mans. I  suppose  he  meant  the  descendants  of 
Brutus,  who  have  ever  been  in  love  with  the  very 
manacles  they  wear.  Why  did  he  not,  with  his 
usual  research,  extract  from  the  treasures  of  his- 
tory? Why  did  he  not  turn  to  Spain,  and  point 
us  to  the  spectacles  of  despotism  there,  presenting 
the  realities  of  blood,  civil  war,  social  rage,  deso- 
lating passion,  and  consuming  ignorance?  If  not 
to  Spain,  why  not  turn  to  Portugal,  where  Jesuit- 
ism has  done  its  worst;  where  ignorance  lies  in 
abject  servitude  upon  banks  of  flowers;  where  as- 
sassinations stalk  abroad  in  the  open  day,  secure 
of  the  sanctuary  of  the  church  ?  1  will  not  pursue 
this  subject.  Enough  is  seen  to  show  us  that 
where  Papal  power  locks  and  unlocks  the  souls  of 
men  to  suit  her  selfish  ends,  there  can  never  be  any 
moral  or  intellectual  vitality,  any  civil  or  religious 
freedom. 

But  the  gentleman  tells  us  that  the  spirit  of  lib- 
erty is  spreading  over  Europe.  If  it  be  so,  it  is 
because  the  Jesuits  have  been  thrust  from  power, 
and,  impotent  in  the  Old  World,  prepare  to  make 
a  last  desperate  eflbrt  here.  The  gentleman  is  dis- 
tinguished, as  we  all  know,  fa-  his  historical  lore. 
Has  he  indeed  forgotten  that,  just  as  liberty  has 
advanced  in  Europe,  the  power  of  the  Church  of 
the  Seven  Hills  has  been  diminished?  During  the 
long  night  of  ecclesiastical  despotism,  you  look  in 
vain  for  any  recognition  of  popular  rights.  It  was 
the  reformation  from  Popery  which,  unlocking 
the  barriers  by  which  the  powers  of  the  human 
mind  and  the  spirit  of  free  inquiry  had  been  so 
long  imprisoned,  gave  the  first  impulse  to  civil  and 
religious  liberty  in  the  ancient  world;  -and  the  his- 
tory of  free  institutions  in  Europe  is,  after  all, 
made  up  of  the  continual  conflict  between  ecclesi- 
astical domination  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  grow- 
ing intelligence  of  the  people  on  the  other.  It  is 
true,  as  the  gentleman  has  said,  that  we  sympa- 
thized with  Greece  in  her  struggle  for  freedom.  I 
feel  proud  of  my  country,  and  I  feel  proud  of  the 
great  men  who  vindicated  the  claims  of  Greece  upon 
this  floor.  She  struck  for  freedom,  and  America 
sympathized,  as  she  will  ever  sympathize,  when 
chains  are  to  be  broken  and  men  made  free.  Let 
other  nations  gather  in  her  train,  as  she  waves  her 
beacon  light  over  the  vast  expanse  that  now  clothes 
in  darkness  the  greater  part  of  the  earth. 

But  let  them  engage  in  this  work  in  our  spirit. 
Let  them  strike  for  freedom  of  thought,  freedom  of 
opinion,  freedom  in  its  broad  and  large  sense,  be- 
fore they  ask  us  to  become  the  vassal  of  Jesuit 
power.  The  gentleman,  indeed,  tells  us  that  the 
Jesuits  are  "  harmless,"  and  asks  why  we  should 
refuse  to  allow  them  to  "  colonize"  this  country. 
Does  this  need  reply  ?  Sir,  go  to  the  district  which 
you  now  represent,  and  ask  the  widows  and  or- 
phans whom  they  have  made,  whether  the  Jesuits 
are  "harmless."  Go  to  the  tombs  of  martyrs 
who  fell  in  your  own  district  in  defence  of  consti- 
tutional rights,  and  over  their  hallowed  graves  in- 
quire whether  the  Jesuits  are  "harmless."  Nay, 
look  abroad,  and  as  you  behold  in  every  nook  and 
corner  of  the  land  the  evidence  of  their  presence  in 
all  their  subtle  and  ceaseless  activity,  poisoning 
the  streams  of  education,  sapping  the  Protestant- 
ism of  your  youth,  whispering  their  well-disguised 
schemes  in  the  ear  of  your  local  legislatures,  and 
then  ask  whether  the  Jesuits  are  "  harmless." 

Ah!  says  the  gentleman,  the  Jesuits,  in  a  spirit 
of  marked  iiberality,  are  busily  engaged  in  England 
in  the  efl'oit  to  dissolve  the  connection  between 
Church  and  State.  But  that  happens  to  be  a  Pro- 
testant hierarchy,  and  under  it  Jesuitism  cannot 
thrive.  Their  object  is  surely  transparent  enough. 
They  seek  a  Roman  Catholic  establishment  under 
the  domination  of  the  Pope. 

iMr.  MACLAY.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  mc 
to  ask  a  f|uestion  ? 

Mr.  LEVIN.    Certainly. 

Mr.  MACLAY.  Whilst  on  the  subject  of 
Jesuitism,  I  would  like  to  ))ropound  an  inquiry, 
which,  if  not  now  made,  I  may  not  have  another 
opportunity  to  make.  I  was  not  present  when  the 
honorable  gentleman  delivered  his  last  speech,  and 
I  wish  to  know  if  the  report  of  it  in  the  "  National 
Intelligencer"  is  u  correct  one. 


Mr.  LEVIN  answered  affirmatively. 

Mr.  MACLAY  inquired  if  the  following  extract 
was  correctly  reported : 

"  .Sir,  there  1ms  been  and  there  is  a  siistcmatic  f  ffort  now 
going  on  to  overthrow  American  rights  iuid  American  insti- 
tutions by  the  means  to  which  I  have  alluded.  There  are 
those  who  hear  me  who  know  full  well  that,  a  few  years 
ago,  a  distinsuished  German  historian  delivered  a  course  of 
lectures  before  the  Emperor  of  Austria  and  llie  nobility  of 
that  country,  in  wliich  ho  undertook  to  show  iJiat  Eiiiope's 
thrones  would  remain  insecure  so  Ions  as  this  example  of 
free  government  existed  in  the  United  States.  His  name 
was  Sclilegel.  In  his  eiahteenth  lecture,  he  proceeded  to 
show  how  to  give  solidity  to  the  thrones  of  tyrants.  '  t-eud 
jour  refuse  population.'  said  he, '  to  the  United  States,  un- 
der the  control  of  the  Jesuits.  They  will  keep  the  foreign 
population  separate  and  distinct  from  the  American.  They 
will  prevent  amalgamation,  and  a  distinct  political  organi- 
zation may  be  formed.  Their  bali.ot-boxes  are  left 
open!  You  are  invited  to  take  possessio.s  of  them! 
Do  this,'  said  he,  '  and  the  work  is  done  J'  " 

Mr.  LEVIN  read  the  extract,  and  said  it  was. 

Mr.  MACLAY.  I  assert  that  there  is  no  such 
passage'  in  Schlegel's  eighteenth  lecture,  nor  in 
any  other.  I  have  the  eighteenth  and  other  lec- 
tures in  my  hand,  and  defy  the  gentleman  to  ver- 
ify his  quotation.  Again,  the  gentleman,  in  his 
speech,  speaks  of  the  Pope's  having  published  an 
encyclical  letter  against  slavery  in  the  United 
States.  Now,  sir,  there  is  not  one  word  in  this 
letter  in  relation  to  slavery  in  the  United  States. 
The  allusion  in  this  letter  refers  to  the  slave  trade 
between  the  States  of  South  America  and  Africa, 
and  was  but  a  repetition  of  the  sentiment  of  en- 
lightened men  in  every  section  of  our  country, 
North  or  South,  condemnatory  of  that  inhuman 
traflic.  A  bolder  attempt  to  palm  oflf  misstate- 
ments upon  the  credulity  of  this  House  I  have 
never  witnessed. 

Mr.  LEVIN.  I  may  be  mistaken  as  to  the 
name  of  the  author,  but  I  will  produce  the  work 
from  which  the  quotation  was  made.  And  on  the 
subject  of  slavery,  it  is  true  the  Pope  did  not  use 
the  term  American  slavery;  for  he  was  granting 
his  dispensation  at  the  very  moment  tolerating 
slavery  in  Cuba  and  Brazil:  but  you  must  take 
that  letter  in  connection  with  the  letter  of  Daniel 
O'Connell — the  text  and  the  commentary.  I  sup- 
pose it  is  necessary  for  me  to  quote,  as  1  did  here- 
tofore, his  exact  language:  "Where  you  have  the 
'  electoral  franchise,  give  your  votes  to  none  but 
'  those  who  will  assist  you  in  carrying  out  the 
'  pious  intentions  of  his  Holiness  the  Pope."  And 
in  order  to  corroborate  what  I  before  said  on  this 
subject,  I  will  now  quote  from  Captain  Marryat's 
Diary,  which  I  supjiose  my  colleague  will  regard 
as  authority  fully  equal  to  that  of  his  Unitarian 
correspondent  in  the  city  of  London: 

"The  remark  of  tlic  author  of  the  Voire  from  America, 
that  'aware  of  the  implacable  aversion  of  the  people  to  mon- 
'  archy,  the  priesthood  are  accu.-toined  sludiouily  to  adapt 
^  thonsch-cs  to  llm  Untc  of  feeling,'  proves  rather  to  mc  the 
universal  subtlety  shown  by  the  Catholic  clergy,  wliich, 
added  to  their  zeal  and  perseverance,  so  increases  the  power 
of  tlie  church.  At  present  Catholicisui  is,  comparatively 
speaking,  weak  in  America,  and  the  object  of  that  church  is 
to  become  strong.  They  do  not,  therefore,  frighten  or  alarm 
their  converts  by  any  present  show  of  the  invariable  results, 
but  are  content  to  hiite  their  time  until  they  shall  find  them- 
selves strong  enough  to  exert  their  power  with  triumphant 
success.  'J'he  Protestant  cause  in  America  is  weak,  from 
the  evil  efl'ects  of  the  voluntary  system,  particularly  from  its 
division  into  so  many  sects.  A  house  divided  again.-t  itself 
cannot  long  stand  ;  and  every  year  it  will  be  found  thai  the 
Catholic  church  will  increase  its  power;  audit  isacpiesiion 
wlietlier  a  hierarchy  may  not  eventually  he  raised,  which, 
so  far  from  atlroenliiii:^  l/ic  priiuij^lcsof  iiiuii!i!v.mn\  serve  as 
a  check  to  the  spirit  ol  Deiiiiicr;icy,  lueoining  more  powerful 
than  the  Govcinment,  curbing  public  opinion,  and  reducing 
to  belter  order  the  present  choalic  stale  of  society. 

"Judge  HaliburUm  asijcrts  that  all  Anieiic.i  will  be  a 
Catholic  country.  That  all  America  west  of  the  Alleganics 
will  eventually  be  a  Catholic  country  1  have  no  doubt,  as  the 
Catholics  are  already  in  the  majority,  and  there  is  nothing, 
as  IVlr.  Cooper  observes,  to  prevent  any  Stale  from  eslab- 
lisliing  that  or  any  other  religion  as  the  religion  of  the  Stale, 
and  tlii-i  is  one  of  the  dark  clouds  which  hang  over  the  des- 
tiny (if  the  western  liemisphere. 

"  The  Rev.  Mr.  Reed  says :  '  It  should  really  seem  that  the 
'  I'ope,  in  the  fear  of  expulsion  from  Europe,  is  anxious  to 
'  find  a  reversion  ill  this  New  World.  The  crowned  heads 
'of  tlie  continent,  having  Ihe  same  enmity  to  free  political 
'  instiiulioii-  which  his  Holiness  has  lo  free  religious  insli- 
'  tunons,u  illiiigh  niiile  in  Ihe  nllem|il  to  enthral  Ibis  people. 
'Thev  have  heard  of  ihe  iieeosiiies  of  llie  West ;  they  have 
'  Ihe  foresii;lit  tci  see  Ihal  Ihe  West  u  ill  beeoine  the  heart  of 
'the  ediinlrv,  and  nllimaleh  driernnm'  Ihe  character  of  the 
'  whole;  ami  Uiey  have  resolved  to  e,-l,ihlis!i  lhein,-el\-es  there. 
'  Jiarce,  yea,  j.riJKr/;/  gmulx  have  been  made  from  the  Leo- 
'  pidd  Society  ami  oiiier  smirees,  chielly,  llioiigh  by  no  means 
'exclu.-iv(dy,  in  favor  of  Ibis  pnrlion  nf  ibe  empire  Ihal  is  to 
'  b('.  These  sums  are  expended  in  I'reeting  showy  churches 
'and  colleges,  and  in  sustaining  priests  and  emissaries. 
'  Kverythinp  is  done  to  captivate,  and  to  liberalize  in  a|)pear- 
'  ance  a  system  esscnlinlly  despotic.  'I'he  sa',;aeity  of  the 
■cirort  is  discovered,  in  avoiding  to  iittack  and  shock  the 
'prejudicca  of  the  adult,  Uiai  they  may  direct  the  cductition 
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'of  the  young.  They  look  to  the  future;  and  they  really 
'  have  great  advantages  in  doin;;  so.  They  send  out  teachers 
'excellently  qualified;  superior,  certainly,  to  the  run  of 
'  native  teachers.  Some  v.ilue  the  ICuropean  modes  of  edu- 
'  cation  as  the  more  excellent,  others  value  them  as  the 
'  mark  of  fashion  ;  the  demand  for  instruction,  too,  is  always 
'  beyond  the  supply,  so  that  they  find  little  difficulty  in  ob- 
'taining  the  charge  of  Prntestaut  children.  This,  in  my 
'judgment,  is  the  point  of  policy  which  should  be  especially 
'regarded  with  Jealousy;  hut  the  actual  alarm  has  arisen 
'  from  the  disclosure  of  a  correspondence  which  avows  de- 
'  signs  on  the  West  heyond  what  I  have  here  set  down.  It 
'  is  a  curious  affair,  and  is  one  other  evidence,  if  evidence 
'were  needed,  that  Popery  and  Jesuitism  are  one.'  " 

After  reading  this  extract,  Mr.  L.  alst)  read  the 
following  note — both  of  which,  the  note  and  ex- 
ti-act,  are  to  be  found  on  tlie  same  page  (159th)  of 
Marryat's  Diary  in  Annerica,  2d  volume  : 

"There  is.  nothing  in  the  ConstitulioUjOf  the  Ujiited  States 
to  prevent  all  tlie  States,  or  any  particular  State,  from  pos- 
sessing an  established  religion." — Cooper's  Democrat. 

Sir,  my  colleague  seems  willing  to  create  this 
religious  link  between  Rome  and  the  United  States, 
destined  to  lead  to  the  overthrow  of  American 
rights  and  American  institutions,  and  tells  us  in 
language  not  be  misunderstood,  that  in  return  for 
all  this  wrong  we  will  have  a  market  for  our  sugar, 
cotton,  and  tobacco.  If  theiproposition  were  true, 
the  cotton-planters  of  the  South  and  the  sugar- 
growers  of  Louisiana,  Catholics  as  they  ai'e,  would 
repel  this  proposition  with  scorn  and  indignation. 
But,  sir,  let  us  examine  this  point.  1  think  it  can 
be  very  readily  demonstrated  that  the  gentleman 
must  have  forgotten  the  geographical  features  of 
this  question,  or  that  he  must  have  been  grossly 
misinformed.  The  gentleman  has  gi-avely  augued 
that  England,  making  her  yarn  from  the  cotton  of 
the  South,  which  could  be  more  cheaply  manufac- 
tured by  your  slave  labor,  annually  throws  into 
the  States  of  the  Germanic  Confederation,  through 
the  port  of  Trieste,  in  the  Adi'iatic,  and  Hamburg, 
by  the  Baltic,  an  amount  of  exports  from  which 
she  realizes  a  profit  of  twelve  millions  of  dollai's; 
and  that  for  the  annual  export  of  your  tobacco  and 
sugar,  through  the  same  channels,  she  realizes  an 
additional  profit  of  fourteen  millions  of  dollars. 
Does  the  gentleman  forget  that  Trieste  is  within 
the  Austrian  dominions;  that  Hamburg  is  sepa- 
rated by  the  breadth  of  Europe  from  the  Papal 
States;  and  that  over  the  waters  of  the  broad  and 
free  Adriatic  Papal  Rome  exercises  no  sway,  nor 
could  one  Italian  "ZoU-Verein  have  any  influence.'' 
Or  does  he  rely  on  my  presumed  want  of  inform.a- 
tion  on  commercial  subjects  in  the  perpetration  of 
this  gross  imposition  on  the  intelligence  of  the 
House.' 

After  all,  sir,  the  gentleman  has  not  undertaken 
to  reply  to  any  proposition  assumed  by  me  in  the 
speech  which  I  had  the  honor  to  deliver  a  few  days 
since.  There  it  stands  upon  the  record,  and,  as 
I  said  before,  let  posterity  judge  between  us.  The 
record  will  live.  Posterity  will  remember  my 
prophecy,  made  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  on  the  8th  day  of  March,  1848.  Let  coming 
generations  remember  that  I  vainly  struggled  to 
apply  a  preventive  to  this  gigantic  evil,  and  vindi- 
cate American  rights.  The  I'epresentatives  of  the 
American  people  prefer  that  their  children  and  their 
children's  children  shall  apply  the  cure.  Fearful 
will  be  that  remedy;  for  the  stain  which  you  this 
day  affix  upon  the  nation  is  destined  to  be  washed 
out  only  with  their  blood! 

Mr.  DICKEY  said  he  wished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  new  missions  which  were 
included  in  this  deficiency  bill.  He  desired  to  have 
them  stricken  out  of  this  bill,  in  order  that  they 
might  come  up  for  the  deliberation  and  determina- 
tion of  this  House  upon  the  report  made  from  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  In  the  annual 
message  of  the  President  to  Congress  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  last  session  he  had  not  thought 
proper  to  recommend  to  his  Democratic  friends 
upon  this  floor  the  institution  of  these  missions. 
They  were  not  then  included  in  the  estimates. 
They  could  not  now  be  deficiencies.  They  were 
new  missions,  which  were  proposed  to  be  insti- 
tuted for  the  first  time,  and  were  ilicluded  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  upon  the  suggestion  of  the  Pres- 
ident, ill  the  bill  to  supply  deficiencies,  because  he 
desired  to  send  out  tliese  missions  before  the  present 
fiscal  year  expired. 

Now,  he  was  not  disposed  to  grant  him  the  per- 
mission to  nominate  these  men  at  this  time,  and 
to  appropriate  from  the  treasury  for  their  outfits 
and  salaries.  He  desired  tliat  the  House,  both  sides 
of  the  House,  should  discuss  upon  the  rn[)ort  of 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  the  nature  and 


character  of  our  diplomatic  relations  with  foreign 
countries. 

He  did  not  know  what  was  the  object  of  the 
President  in  his  desire  to  institute  this  mission  to 
Rome.  It  might  be  on  account  of  the  political  re- 
form which  had  taken  place  there',  and  which,  to  a 
certain  extent,  no  doubt  had  been  of  benefit  to  the 
people.  But  he  had  been  at  a  loss  to  perceive  that 
the  Pope  had  opened  up  that  country  to  the  Pro- 
testants of  this  country,  that  they  might  propagate 
their  religious  opinions  there;  nor  could  any  min- 
ister whom  we  might  send  congratulate  the  Pope 
upon  that  reform,  upon  whatever  else  he  might 
congratulate  him.  Wow,  if  the  object  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  his  party  was  to  play  a  political  game, 
and  offer  this  as  a  bid  for  the  Catholics  of  this 
country,  and  if  his  (Mr.  D.'s)  political  friends  de- 
sired to  play  this  game  too,  let  them  make  this  a 
full  mission.  If  the  object  were  to  congratulate  the 
Pope  on  his  reforms,  let  us  send  a  full  embassy 
with  full  powei-s.  We  might  find  a  Protestant  from 
this  country  submissive  enough  to  kneel  to  his 
Holiness  the  Pope,  and  kiss  his  slippers.  Such  an 
one  might  be  found  in  the  Democratic  ranks,  no 
doubt;  whether  now  or  hereafter  he  might  be  found 
in  the  Whig  ranks,  was  a  question  for  tlie  future 
to  determine. 

He  was  little  acquainted  with  the  character  of 
the  Jesuits  spoken  of  by  both  his  colleagues,  [Mr. 
Levin,  and  Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll.]  But  he  had 
recently  come  across  a  lecture  delivered  in  New 
York  by  a  gentleman  once  distinguished  as  a  Dem- 
ocrat— as  editor  of  the  Democratic  Review — Mr. 
Brownson,  upon  the  political  reforms  of  the  Pope, 
and  the  necessity  of  political  reformation  in  Europe, 
in  which  he  spoke  as  though  the  time  was  coming 
when  this  reformation  would  be  extended  to  this 
country.  And  what  was  the  reformation  which  was 
spoken  of  in  so  high  terms.'  I-t  was  the  spiritual 
ascendency  of  the  Catholics  in  Europe — while  they 
might  be  disposed  to  give  secular  power  tg  any 
one  who  would  aid  in  establishing  their  religious 
power. 

Now,  how  far  this  mission  to  Rome  on  the  part 
of  Democrats,  suggested  by  the  President,  might 
be  with  the  view  of  working  out  this  unhappy 
problem  in  this  country,  he  would  leave  for  them 
to  say.  He  trusted,  he  hoped,  he  firmly  believed, 
that  there  never  would  come  a  time  in  tiiis  country 
when  this  "  reform  "should  be  accomplished.  And 
yet  there  was  nothing  in  our  State  constitutions 
which  prevented  the  Catholics,  when  they  got  the 
power,  through  the  ballot-boxes,  from  establishing 
the  Catholic  religion  in  the  States;  and  when  they 
should  have  obtained  the  majority,  what  security 
should  we  have  against  it.'  We  had  heard  not 
long  since  that  there  had  been  a  conclave  of  Cath- 
olic Bishops  assembled  in  this  city  to  discuss  the 
effects  of  this  Mexican  war  upon  the  Church  of 
Rome.  Their  decision  was  that  it  would  be  ben- 
eficial; because,  by  the  annexation  of  the  whole 
of  Mexico,  by  the  incorporation  of  six  or  seven 
millions  of  Catholics  among  us  at  once,  it  would 
give  them  greatly  increased  power  over  the  civil 
and  religious  institutions  of  our  own  country.  We 
would  probably  incorporate  some  of  these  Mexi- 
can States  into  our  Union;  annex  them  to  this 
country.  They  might  contain  not  a  great  deal  of 
population,  and  there  might  not  be  a  great  deal  of 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  them.  But  if  he 
was  correctly  informed,  the  treaty  now  under  con- 
sideration contained  a  provision  to  secure,  if  not  to 
establish,  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  in  the  two 
States  to  be  annexed.  If  so,  the  President,  in  his 
message  communicating  the  treaty,  did  not  recom- 
mend that  that  clause  should  be  stricken  out;  but 
he  did  recommend  that  the  clause  which  guaranties 
the  rights  of  individuals  to  lands  granted  under 
Mexican  power  should  be  stricken  out ! 

But  he  had  no  particular  hostility  to  this  mis- 
sion to  the  Papal  States  any  more  than  to  the  other 
new  missions  which  it  was  proposed  to  create. 
He  said,  if  it  were  the  mattiie  opinion  of  this 
House  to  send  a  mission  to  the  Pope,  to  congratu- 
late him  upon  his  political  reforms,  let  it  be  a  full 
mission.  He  had  moved  and  succeeded  yesterday, 
in  committee,  to  strike  them  all  out.  He  intended 
now,  if  the  motion'  to  reconsider  should  prevail,  to 
move  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  for  the  purpose  of  having  the 
whole  of  these  new  missions  stricken  out.  In  all 
his  researches,  he  had  been  able  to  find  no  commer- 
cial or  other  good  reason  for  the  institution  of  these 
missions.     He  found  our  whole  commercial  inter- 


course with  Italy  did  not  equal  the  amount  of  com- 
merce wehave  with  Hayti.  Yetit  wasnotproposed 
to  send  a  mission  to  the  latter  place,  because  the 
inhabitants  of  that  country  happened  to  be  of  a 
different  class  and  color.  He  referred  to  the  ex- 
ceedingly small  amount— almost  the  entire  want  of 
our  commerce,  as  shown  by  the  printed  tables  of 
commerce — with  Bolivia,  Ecuador,  and  Guate- 
mala, little  exceeding  in  its  entire  value  the  sum  to 
be  appropriated  for  the  outfits  and  salaries  of  the 
missions  proposed.  With  reference  to  Guatemala, 
he  did  not  know  what  our  commerce  might  be, 
nor  whether  there  might  be  any.  It  was  well 
known,  that,  in  1837,  Mr.  Van  Buren  sent.a  gen- 
tleman— now  celebrated  as  a  traveller — by  the  name 
of  Stephens,  to  hunt  about  and  see  if  he  could  not 
find  some  public  authorities  there.  He  did  not 
succeed  in  so  doing,  and  he  devoted  his  time  to 
researches  into  the  antiquities  of  Guatemala  and 
Yucatan.  Now,  it  might  be  very  interesting  to 
send  out  another  minister,  at  a  salary  per  annum 
of  !J4,500,  and  an  outfit  of  §4,500,  to  busy  himself 
in  collecting  mateilals  for  another  book.  This  was 
the  most  important  public  measure  which  he  could 
perceive  likely  to  be  accomplished  by  it. 

Now,  as  to  drawing  more  closely  and  intimately 
the  bonds  of  intercourse  between  the  Republics  of 
South  America  and  our  own,  if,  when  we  had 
established  those  missions  there,  we  did  not  treat 
them  better  than  we  had  our  sister  Republic  of 
Mexico,  he  hoped  in  God  we  should  never  send  a 
mission  there.  We  had  wrested  from  Mexico,  in 
our  friendly  intercourse  with  her,  three  of  her 
States  !  He  did  not  know  but  it  might  be  the  ob- 
ject of  these  missions  to  prepare  the  way  to  swallow- 
up  all  these  republics,  for  that  was  the  Democratic 
doctrine  of  the  present  day. 

He  asked  gentlemen  on  both  sides  to  strike  out 
these  missions,  that  the  whole  subject  might  be 
fully  considered  upon  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  it  might  be  provided  for, 
if  necessary,  in  the  regular  appropriation  bill  for 
the  next  fiscal  year.  Let  them  not  attach  this 
matter  to  a  deficiency  bill  making  provision  for  the 
army  in  Mexico.  He  intended  to  vote  for  this; 
but  he  was  opposed  to  creating  new  and  unneces- 
sary missions  at  a  time  when  our  resources  were 
so  exhausted.  When  in  order,  he  should  move  to 
recommit  the  bill,  with  instructions  to  strike  out 
these  missions. 

Mr.  BROWN,of  Pennsylvania,  said,  he  desired 
briefly  to  address  the  House,  to  say  what  he  had 
been  prevented  from  saying  the  other  day  when  he 
had  unfortunately  and  unintentionally  got  out  of 
order,  and  was  not  permitted  to  go  on. 

He  should  not  pursue  the  general  discussion  of 
the  subject  which  had  been  introduced  by  his 
colleagues  from  the  first  and  fourth  Congressional 
districts  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  introduction  at  all,  in  the  consideration  of 
our  domestic  or  foreign  relations,  of  anything 
that  bore  upon  the  religious  opinions  of  men. 
It  had  never  before  been  made  an  objection  to 
establishing  diplomatic  relations  with  foreign  coun- 
tries that  their  religion  was  Episcopalian,  Luther- 
an, Catholic;  that  it  was  anything,  or  nothing. 
We  had  lately  established  commercial  relations 
with  China,  whose  religion  was  a  religion  which 
we  all  condemned.  It  was  now,  for  the  first  time, 
in  forming  amicable  relations  with  foreign  coun- 
tries, that  we  inquired  what  the  religion  of  the 
people  might  be.  It  was  to  this  he  objected.  It 
was  to  the  mingling  of  religion  with  politics,  and 
influencing  political  action  by  religious  opinions, 
whether  in  this  Hall,  in  the  respective  States,  or 
to  the  introduction  of  the  two  subjects  among  peo- 
ple who  live  amicably  with  one  another,  though 
holding  different  religious  tenets,  that  he  objected. 
Ill  all  countries,  wherever  the  subject  of  religion 
had  been  introduced  into  politics  and  among  the 
people  to  influence  their  action  upon  politics,  it  had 
been  an  incendiary  subject;  it  had  drenched  some 
of  the  fairest  fields  in  the  world  with  blood — blood 
shed  by  the  hands  of  the  same  people,  wherever 
arrayed  against  each  other  upon  religious  sub- 
jects. 

His  colleague  [Mr.  Levin]  had  asked,  whenever 
the  Catholics  got  control  of  all  the  States,  what 
security  we  would  have  against  their  establishing 
the  Catholic  religion.'  There  was  an  old  saying, 
"  when  the  sky  falls  we  will  catch  larks."  What 
security,  he  would  ask,  had  we  that  the  Method- 
ists, the  Episcojialians,  the  Baptists,  the  Presby- 
terians, might  not  get  the  controlling  power  in  this 
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coumry  and  establish  their  own  religion? — a  nna- 
jority  of  whom  were  increasins;  much  faster  in  this 
coiuiiry  than  the  Catholics,  with  all  the  importa- 
tions so  much  talked  of  from  foreign  countries. 
Look  to  the  history  of  the  Episcopalians  and  of 
the  Presbyterians,  and  of  other  Protestant  sects: 
had  they  not  persecuted  each  other?  Had  not  the 
Episcopalians  persecuted  the  Dissenters  in  Eng- 
land? Had  not  the  Presbyterians,  on  our  own 
free  soil,  among  the  green  hills  of  IVIassachu- 
setts,  persecuted  those  who  dissented  from  them? 
He  said,  then,  what  security  have  we,  if  any  re- 
ligion should  succeed  in  obtaining  the  controlling 
power  in  our  land,  that  its  friends  will  not  estab- 
lish it  as  the  law  of  the  land,  and  persecute  all  other 
creeds?  The  security  was  the  spirit  of  resistance 
to  oppression  which  was  now  speading  in  Italy, 
which  had  spread  all  over  the  United  States,  and 
which  he  trusted  would  be  difl'used  all  over  the 
world;  the  spirit  that  caused  men  to  prefer  to  suf- 
fer death  rather  than  be  trammelled  by  religious 
or  ]iolitical  despotism.  Another  security  was,  that 
in  the  more  enlightened  and  tolerant  s|)irit  of  the 
Christian  religion,  and  the  progress  of  mind  and 
conflicts  of  Opinion,  no  one  religion  could  acquire 
sufficient  strength  to  override  all  others. 

But  he  had  risen  principally  to  say  a  word  in 
reference  to  what  his  colleague  [Mr.  Levin]  had 
said  relative  to  the  party  in  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  of  which  he  [Mr.  Levin]  was  the 
sole  representative  on  this  floor.  He  said,  from 
the  course  of  that  gentleman  here,  that  he  was 
forming  new  alliances.  He  called  the  southern 
members  here  to  notice  the  remark  of  his  colleague 
from  the  first  district,  which  was  in  character  with 
all  the  other  facts  and  assertions  made  by  that 
honorable  gentleman.  The  extract  was  long,  and 
lie  could  only  give  the  substance  of  what  the  gen- 
tleman said  on  this  point.  The  gentleman  refer-  j 
red  to  the  letter  of  O  Connell  against  the  slavery 
of  the  South,  and  said  it  was  to  the  action  of  Jes- 
uits that  all  the  provisoes  were  owing  which  had 
been  thrown  into  this  Hall — meaning  the  provisoes 
again,st  the  extension  of  slavery;  for  Mr.  O'Con- 
rell's  letter  referred  to  the  extension  of  slavery. 
The  gentleman  said  that  he  and  his  Native  Ameri- 
can friends  in  Philadelpliia  had  held  meetings  to 
resist  this  influence.  Meetings  were  held,  he 
granted,  by  the  gentleman  and  his  party,  but  they 
were  not  to  sustain  the  South,  but  to  denounce  the 
Catholics.  It  was  not  the  gentleman  and  his  Na- 
tive party  that  met  to  repel  the  Abolition  notions 
of  O'Connell,  but  the  Democratic  party,  and 
among  them,  and  indeed  foremost,  were  many 
L'ish  Catholic  Democrats.  Tiiis  (Mr.  B.  said) 
he  knew,  for 

"All  ofit  he  saw. 
And  part  ol'it  Ik;  was." 

But  he  had  better  proof  there  was  no  connec- 
tion with  the  Native  Americans  and  opposition  to 
O'Connell 's  letter  and  the  provisoes  against  sla- 
very? He  referred  to  the  record  of  the  last  Con- 
gress. On  the  501st  pa^e,  the  Wilmot  proviso 
was  proposed,  and  it  appeared  that  every  Native 
American  on  the  floor  of  this  House,  including  the 
gentleman  himself,  voted  for  that  proviso.  Now, 
he  put  it  to  the  gentleman  whether  he  and  his 
friends  on  this  floor  were  then  under  the  influence 
of  the  Jesuits,  to  whom  he  said  we  owed  the  in- 
troduction of  all  these  provisoes?  Thatwasabout 
a  year  ago.  But  now  the  gentleman  wished  to 
change  his  position  and  that  of  his  friends,  and 
connect  tliemselves  with  southern  feelings  and 
southern  interests.  Yet  how  did  the  gentleman's 
*'  Native"  party  stand  now? 

He  had  received,  within  about  two  weeks,  in- 
Btructions  from  a  very  respectable  body  of  gentle- 
men, representing  more  than  half  of  his  district — 
muiiici[)al  oHiccrH,  called  the  Commissioners  of 
Spring  Garden — all  of  whom  were  pure  uriadnl- 
tcralcd  Native  Americans.  They  instructed  him 
tlius.  f  Here  he  read  the  resolution.  It  requested 
Mr.  Brow.v  to  use  his  influence  against  the  ratifi- 
Cfttioii  of  any  treaty  by  which  territory  should  be 
uctpiired,  if  .slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  ex- 
cept for  crime,  were  not  expressly  forever  prohib- 
ited.] Now,  iiad  the  Jesuits  prompted  these 
Native  Ameriain  commissioners  and  friends  of  his 
colleague  to  send  these  instructions  into  this  Hall? 
These  were  rpiestions  which  he  would  like  to  hear 
answered,  i'he  southern  gentlemen  on  the  oppo- 
flite  side,  with  whom  his  colleague  was  about  to 
form  an  alliance,  ought  to  liavc  this  ex|ilaiiH:d; 
and  it  might  be,  the  iSlutive  party  of  Philadelphia, 


before  they  were  transferred  by  the  gentleman  to 
I  the  South,  may  want  it  explained  also;  certainly 
I  his  (Mr.  B.'s)  constituents,  who  had  instructed 
I  him  on  the  subject,  ought  to  know  whether  they 
j  were  acting  under  the  influence  of  the  Jesuits,  or 
1  were  to  be  transferred  to  the  South  as  opposed  to 
j  these  provisoes. 

His  colleague  had  spoken  of  the  Jesuits  attempt- 
ing to  drive  the  Bible  out  of  the  public  schools,  and 
of  actually  causing  it  to  be  burned  in  the  streets. 
He  supposed  the  gentleman  to  refer,  again,  to  Phil- 
[  adelphia. 

;  Mr.  LEVIN  was  understood  to  say  he  referred 
[  mostly  to  New  York. 

I  Mr.  MURPHY,  of  New  York,  denied  that  any- 
1  thing  of  the  kind  had  ever  taken  place  in  New 
i  York. 

j  Mr.  BROWN  (continuing)  said,  if  his  colleague 
I  had  reference  to  the  Bible  being  burnt  in  the  streets, 
■  or  treated  indecorously  in  Philadelphia,  he  [iro- 
nouiiced  it  altogether  untrue.  No  such  thing  had 
ever  occurred  there.  The  only  desecration  he  ever 
saw  of  it  was,  the  gentleman  and  his  party,  on  the 
4th  of  July,  carrying  the  Bible  through  the  streets 
as  a  part  of  their  celebration.  Once,  and  once  only, 
they  did  it;  for  the  public  indignation  was  such 
that  they  did  not  dare  again  to  do  it.  The  well- 
meaning  portion  of  the  community  did  not  want 
it  to  be  desecrated  by  being  paraded  through  the 
streets  by  men  who  paid  no  attention  to  its  pre- 
cepts, but  whose  whole  conduct  was  at  war  with 
the  charitable,  tolerant,  and  benign  doctrines  of  its 
authors. 

In  reference  to  the  question  of  introducing  the 
Bible  into  the  public  schools  there,  he  said  that  the 
records  of  the  boards  of  school  directors,  when  the 
question  had  been  agitated,  showed  that  a  majority 
of  those  who  voted  against  it  were  Protestants, 
and  not  Catholics.  Among  those  most  opposed  to 
introducing  the  Bible  into  the  public  schools  were 
those  most  respected  for  their  religious  character 
and  conduct.  They  said  it  should  not  be  made  so 
common,  but  that  all  the  religious  teachings  of  the 
young  should  be  by  their  parents  or  their  chosen 
spiritual  instructors,  and  not  by  young  school  teach- 
ers, selected  merely  for  their  literary  and  scientific 
attainments.  He  said,  therefore,  when  the  gentle- 
man spoke  of  Jesuits  attempting  to  expel  the  Bible 
from  the  public  schools,  that  he  spoke  against  many 
of  his  own  Protestant  constituents.  All  these 
charges  against  tlie  Catholics  of  expelling  the  Bible 
from  the  public  schools  were  got  up,  he  believed — 
as  the  secret  circular,  to  which  his  colleague  had 
referred,  was  got  up — by  those  opposed  to  the 
Catholics,  when  the  stories  were  manufactured,  in 
1840,  against  Governor  Shunk,  of  trampling  upon 
the  American  flag,  which  the  gentleman  himself  did 
not  believe  a  single  word  of;  and  yet  the  gentleman 
found  fault  with  Mr.  Buchanan,  because,  when  he 
received  a  mere  printed,  unattested  circular,  he  did 
not  take  solemn  action  upon  it,  and  lay  it  perhaps 
before  the  House  of  Representatives  as  proof  of 
a  conspiracy  against  our  Government.  He  had 
thought  all  such  complaints  against  the  Jesuits, 
except  with  a  few  zealous  bigots,  had  gone  down 
to  the  tombs  and  were  forgotten  by  everybody, 
except  the  writers  of  French  novels  and  their 
readers. 

He  next  referred  to  that  part  of  his  colleague's 
remarks,  that  charged  the  riots  and  bloodshed  in 
Philadelphia  upon  the  Jesuits,  and  said  they  were 
all  chargeable  to  his  colleague  and  the  leaders  of 
the  Native  American  party.  He  referred  to  their 
calling  a  Native  meeting  in  the  midst  of  a  settle- 
ment of  Catholic  Irish,  and  then,  in  the  most  out- 
rtigeous  manner,  reviling  their  country  and  their 
religion,  in  terms  that  would  have  aroused  to  deeds 
of  violence  any  American,  if  uttered  against  his 
religion  or  his  country,  in  a  foreign  land.  These 
Irish  Catholics,  with  all  their  religious  zeal  and 
fiery  temj^er,  bore  it  all,  nor  oirered  resistance  till 
they  thought  their  dwellings  were  about  to  be  at- 
tacked by  the  mob  assembled  in  front  of  them,  and 
who  had  threatened  ihcm;  for  it  was  matter  of 
history  that  the  first  shot  was  fired  in  the  market- 
house  in  Kensington,  where  the  Native  American 
meeting  was  held. 

He  said  this  first  act  of  blood  and  arson,  and  all 
that  followed  it,  was  all  altributal)le  to  his  colleague 
from  the  first  district  and  his  followers,  but  to  him 
most  of  all.  For  some  years  he  had  been  deliver- 
ing temperance  lectures  in  Philadelphia,  which,  he 
WMH  free  to  say,  had  no  doubt  done  much  good, 
and  had  thus  gained  the  confidence  and  regard  of 


a  large  class  of  citizens,  among  whom  were  timny 
of  the  Methodist  and  other  religious  societies. 
When  this  subject  began  to  fail  him,  his  colleague, 
he  said,  turned  his  influence  with  these  people  to 
political  elTect,  and  changed  his  lectures  on  tem- 
perance to  addresses  against  foreigners,  and  parti- 
cularly against  Catholics  and  the  Catholic  religion, 
spreading  throughout  the  community  the  most  in- 
cendiary tirades  ever  promulgated  by  any  man  in 
the  darkest  ages,  and  based  upon  as  unfounded 
charges;  nor  was  it  in  these  addresses  alone,  hut 
through  a  newspaper  called  the  "  Sun,"  he  also 
uttered,  from  day  to  day,  the  outpourings  of  his 
spirit  against  the  Catholics,  unworthy  any  age  and 
any  people. 

Thus  it  was  that  his  colleague  and. his  friends 
maddened  the  minds  of  their  followers,  and  caused 
all  the  incendiarism  and  blood  that  he  charges  in  his 
remarks  upon  the  Jesuits,  and  the  consequence  of 
which  was  the  death  of  a  number  of  citizens,  and 
the  burning  of  a  large  number  of  Catholic  dwellings 
and  two  churche.s — one  of  them  in  the  second  dis- 
trict, whose  peaceful  inhabitants  had  never  molest- 
ed anybody  in  the  world,  and  were  entirely  un- 
connected with  the  welksof  his  colleague  from  the 
first  district  and  the  Native  party. 

The  story  of  the  tinder-box  and  matches  being 
found  in  the  basement  of  St.  Philip's  church,  as 
told  by  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  B.  said,)  was  a  mis- 
erable apology  for  the  gentleman's  declaration  that 
it  was  proof  that  the  members  of  tiie  church  there- 
with intended  to  set  fire  to  their  own  church,  for 
the  purpose  of  laying  it  to  the  charge  of  the  Native 
American  party.  Why  should  they  have  done  this  ? 
Had  not  the  Catholic  churches  in  Kensington  and 
in  the  city  both  been  fiied  and  burned  to  ashes 
before  this,  in  the  face  of  the  world,  by  the  Native 
Americans?  Who  had  denied  this?  The  gentle- 
man, he  said,  was  hard  pushed  for  an  excuse  for 
the  attack  on  St.  Philip's  church,  when  lie  told 
them  there  was  a  tinder-box  found  in  its  cellar? 

The  gentleman  also  told  them  of  his  exploits  in 
saving  the  church  and  those  within  it;  how  he  and 
his  friend,  Thomas  D.  Grover,  had  harangued  the 
mob  assembled  for  its  destruction,  and  mounted 
the  cannon  pointed  at  its  walls,  which,  but  for  their 
timely  interference,  would,  in  a  few  short  minutes 
more,  have  blown  it  and  all  within  it  to  atoms. 
Who  brought  these  cannon  there?  Were  they  not 
the  Native  American  party,  of  whom  the  gentle- 
man was  the  acknowledged  leader?  Why  was  that 
mob  there,  to  destroy  a  Catholic  church,  filled  with 
Catholic  citizens?  Was  it  not  to  carry  into  effect 
the  teachings  of  their  leader  and  his  associates? 
Let  the  world  judge.  The  gentleman  said  he  quell- 
ed the  mob — he  mounted  the  cannon — he  saved  the 
church  and  those  within  it!  Did  he?  Then,  let 
me  ask  him,  who  ever  controlled  a  mob  but  the 
man  who  made  it?  No  better  testimony  could  be 
had  to  prove  the  author  of  that  mob  than  to  know 
the  man  who  quelled  its  thirst  for  arson  and  lilood; 
who,  amid  its  cheering,  was  carried  away  in  tri- 
umph, mounted  on  its  cannon. 

But  (said  Mr.  B.)  why  did  the  gentleman  and 
his  friends  interfere  to  save  St.  Philip's  church? 
They  had  not  interfered  to  save  St.  Michael's  nor 
St.  Augustine's.  They  had  not  appeared  before 
the  mob  in  Kensington,  when  their  guns  were 
pointed  at  the  Catholics  and  their  dwellings,  though 
they  well  knew  of  it  all,  and  by  their  interference 
could  have  easily  prevented  or  stopped  the  burn- 
ings and  massacres.  He  would  tell  the  gentleman 
why  he  had  stopped  the  destruction  of  St.  Philip's. 
The  public  mind  had  aroused  from  its  lethargy, 
and  the  people  throughout  the  city,  and  county, 
and  State,  had  recovered  from  the  paralyzation 
into  which  the  first  shock  of  these  unnatural  scenes 
and  doings  had  thrown  them,  and  v/ere  gathering 
in  their  might,  to  bring  to  justice  and  punishment 
their  authors.  Churches  and  dwellings  had  been 
laid  in  ashes,  and  valuable  and  innocent  lives  sac- 
rificed; the  mob  was  increasing  in  numbers  and 
audacity,  and  its  leaders  seemed  to  revel  in  the 
enjoyment  of  uncontrolled  power  of  doing  evil. 
But  they  saw  there  was  a  point  beyond  which 
they  dare  not  go;  and  to  save  themselves,  they 
saved  St.  Philip's  church.  Had  that  church  been 
burned,  and  those  in  it  murdered,  he  (Mr.  B.) 
would  tell  his  colleague  from  the  first  district,  his 
friends  and  himself  would  very  probably  have 
been  elevated  to  higher  places  than  a  seat  in  Con- 
gress. 

In  reference  to  Mr.  Levim's  profession.s  in  be- 
half of  the  Native  Americans  of  love  of  country 
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above  party,  he  said  if  he  had  the  record  here  he 
could  prove  it  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  House  and 
the  country  as  clear  as  day  that  from  the  first  rise 
of  the  party  to  the  present  day  it  had  been  lield  in 
the  market  by  its  leader,  and  again  and  again  sold 
to  the  highest  bidder.  He  could  show  how  the 
leaders  had  lield  themselves  for  sale,  and  had  ac- 
tually sold  themselves  to  the  Whig  party,  like  cat- 
tle in  the  market,  transferring  their  votes  by  hun- 
dreds and  thousands  to  certain  Whig  candidates, 
and  in  return  receiving  in  payment  Whig  votes  for 
certain  of  their  candidates.  This  bargain  and  sale 
of  the  party  was  too  notorious,  he  said,  to  need 
proof,  and  if  it  did,  the  records  of  all  the  elections 
in  and  about  Philadelphia  for  the  last  few  years 
bore  ample  and  shameful  evidence  of  the  fact. 

Why,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  these  very  commissioners 
of  Spring  Garden,  who  had  taken  it  upon  them- 
selves to  instruct  him,  owed  their  election  to  this 
same  bargaining  means.  Yet,  in  the  face  of  all 
this,  and  in  the  face  of  his  attempt  to  transfer  them 
now  to  his  new  friends  of  the  South,  has  the  gen- 
tleman the  assurance  to  stand  up  and  say  the  Na- 
tive Americans  love  their  country  better  than  their 
party? 

In  reference  to  the  remarks  of  Mr  Dickey,  he 
said  bethought  the  gentleman,  in  placing  his  op- 
position to  these  missions  on  the  ground  that  Pres- 
ident Polk  recommended  them  as  a  means  of  buying 
Roman  Catholic  votes,  had  taken  a  course  as  ob- 
jectionable as  that  of  his  other  colleague.  The 
"President  recommended  these  missions  because  he 
thought  they  would  subserve  the  interests  of  the 
country.  The  question  whether  we  had  commer- 
cial intercourse  before  we  established  diplomatic 
relations  should  not  be  taken  into  consideration. 
It  had  been  the  policy  of  Great  Britain  not  to  take 
it  into  the  account.  She  had  attained  her  commer- 
cial rank  by  having  her  representatives  in  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  world,  even  before  their  markets 
were  opened,  so  as  to  avail  herself  of  the  earliest 
advantages  of  them,  so  he  thought  the-  United 
States  ought  to  do.  Their  extended  and  extending 
commerce — the  awakening  everywhere  over  the 
earth  of  new  sources  of  commerce,  and  of  new  po- 
litical ideas — demanded  of  them  to  extend  their 
amicable  relations  far  and  wide,  and  have  agents 
wherever  an  American  citizen  or  an  American  flag 
were  to  be  found.  The  cost  was  nothing,  compared 
to  the  advantages  that  would  ultimately  result  to 
them  and  to  the  world. 

It  was  no  party  political  question  which  was 
involved  in  these  missions.  In  his  district  the 
majority  of  the  Catholic  vote  might  belong  to  the 
Democratic  party;  yet  they  were  divided,  and  in 
and  about  Philadelphia  many  of  them  belonged  to 
the  Whig  party.  In  Ohio  the  Catholics  had  been 
arrayed,  not  long  since,  against  the  Democratic 
party.  He  appealed  to  gentlemen  from  Ohio  for 
the  correctness  of  the  assertion.  They  had  been 
induced  there  to  think  that  the  Whig  party  were 
their  true  friends.  This  attack,  then,  upon  Mr. 
Polk,  that  he  recommended  these  missions  for  the 
purchase  of  Catholic  votes,  was  gratuitous  and 
incendiary.  Mr.  Polk  wanted  no  votes.  It  was 
an  attempt,  therefore,  of  his  colleague  from  the 
Beaver  district,  more  bitterly  to  array  the  parties 
against  each  other.  He  deprecated  this  whole  sys- 
tem of  dragging  the  religious  opinions  of  men  into 
our  political  contests;  and  he  could  say,  that  in  all 
he  had  said  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia 
for  twenty  years  past,  he  had  never  attempted  to 
make  political  capital  out  of  the  religious  profes- 
sions and  opinions  of  men.  He  deprecated  that 
either  of  his  colleagues  should  have  taken  this  in- 
cendiary position  here.  If  it  were  all  true,  as  his 
colleague  had  asserted,  that  Rome — the  Pope,  the 
cardinals,  and  everything  else  there,  were  linked 
against  our  republican  institutions,  and  forming 
their  S(;hemes  to  control  us,  it  was  the  very  reason 
why  we  should  have  a  minister  there  to  watch  at 
the  fountain-head  these  movements,  to  acquaint 
himself  with  the  transactions  in  the  secret  conclaves 
of  the  Pope.  Where  were  we  to  send  our  minis- 
ters, if  not  to  the  places  so  pregnant  for  evil  or  for 
good  to  our  institutions  and  our  people.' 

But  he  apprehended  no  such  danger.  As  his 
colleague  [Mr,  C.  J.  Ingersoli.]  had  said,  looking 
at  the  state  of  things  now  in  Home,  did  not  the 
American  heart  beat  in  unison  with  that  of  Pope 
Pius  in  his  efforts  for  the  amelioration  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  Italians.''  But  even  supposing,  as  had 
been  said,  that  the  Pope  proposed  no  spiritual, 
and  but  little  political  reform,  were  not  his  eflbrts 


to  improve  the  physical  condition  of  his  people 
worthy  of  American  sympathy  and  American  sup- 
port }  Where  was  the  American  heart  that  did  not 
rejoice  to  see  the  Italy  of  the  present  day,  with  all 
its  deserted  plains  and  ruined  cities — with  all  its 
Lazzaroni,  its  sculptors  and  painters,  so  sneeringly 
intruded  into  this  debate  by  his  colleague  from 
the  first  district — all  rivalling  again  that  Italy  of 
classic  memory,  so  dear  to  every  lover  of  beauty, 
of  genius,  of  liberty,  and  of  greatness  ?  Where  was 
the  American  citizen  who  would  not  rejoice  to  see 
the  Roman  soldier  again  on  the  threatre  of.  the 
world — not  fighting  for  extended  empire,  as  of 
yore,  but  fighting  for  the  extension  of  the  empire 
of  freedom .' 

Mr.  COCKE  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded,  and  under  its  operation  the 
House  refused  to  reconsider. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill- 
Mr.   COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved   the  previous 
question;  which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  ques- 
tion was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

The  main  question  was  accordingly  put,  viz: 
Shall  the  bill  pass.'  and  it  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative, as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Aslnnun,  Bayly,  Beale,  Bedinger,  Bel- 
cher, Birdsall,  Black,  BK-uichard,  Bocock,  Botts,  Bovvdon, 
Bowlin,  Boyd,  Boydon,  Brady,  Bridges,  Brodhead,  Charles 
Brown,  Burt,  Butler,  Cathcart,  Chapman,  Chase,  Franklin 
Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Ciingnian,  Hnwi-U  Cobb,  William- 
son R.  VV.  Cobli,  Cocke,  Collins,  Conger,  Cranston,  Crozier, 
Daniel,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Dixon,  Donnell,  Duer,  Garnett 
Duncan,  Dunn,  Edsall,  Enibree,  Alexander  Evans,  Faran, 
Featiieriton,  Ficklin,  Flournoy,  French,  Fnlton,  Gaines, 
Gayle,  Goggin,  Gott,  Green,  Willard  P.  Hall,Mo^es  Hamp- 
ton, Harmanson,  Harris,  i-Iaskell,  Henley,  Hill,  Eiias  B. 
Holmes,  George  S.  Houston,  Hunt,  Inge,  Charles  J.  In- 
gersoli, Irvin,  Iverson,  Jackson,  Jameson,  Robert  W.  John- 
son, John  W.  Jones,  Kellogg,  Kennon,  Lahm,  La  S6re, 
Sidnev  Lawrence,  Leffler,  Lincoln,  Lord,  Maclay,  McClel- 
land, 'McClernand,  McDowell,  McKay.  MeLatie,  Mann, 
Alarvin,  Miller,  Morehead,  Morris,  Mullin,  Murphy,  Nel- 
son, Nes,  Outlaw,  Peaslee,  Peck,  Petrie,  Peyton,  Pollock, 
Preston,  Putnam,  Rliett,  Richardson,  Kichey,  Robinson, 
Rockhill,  Rumsey,  St.  John,  Savyyer,  Shepperd,  Silvester, 
Sims,  Smart,  Robert  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stanton,  Ste- 
phens, Strong,  Taylor,  Thibodeaux,'J'hoinas,  James  Thomp- 
son, Richard  W.  Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Robeit  A. 
Thompson,  William  Thompson,  Turner,  Venable,  Vinton, 
Warren,  White,  Wick,  Williams,  and  Woodward — 137. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Canby,  Nathan  Evans,  Fislier,  Giddings, 
Hale,  Henry,  Hudson,  Daniel  P.  King,  Levin,  Marsh,  Pal- 
frey, Julius  Rockwell,  Root,  Strohni,  and  Van  Dyke — 15. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  in  the  following  form,  to 
wit: 

Be  it  enacted,  Ifc,  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  to  supply  deiiciencies  in  the 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  tiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1848,  viz: 

For  pay  of  one  additional  clerk  in  the  cilice  of 
the  Firth  Auditor,  rendered  necessary  by  the 
increase  of  light-liouse  business,  at  %80U  per 
annum,  from  June  1,  1847,  to  June  30,  IS-iS...  $865  94 
For  extra  clerk  hire  for  the  settlement  of  the 
increase  of  business  in  the  otlice  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  occasioned  by  the  Mexi- 
can war 6,000  00 

Far  salary  of  the  judge  of  the  southern  district 
of  Florida,  per  act  of  February  23,  1847,  from 
March  3, 1847,  to  June  30,  1848,  at  ip,0u0  per 

annum 2,661   12 

For  salaries  of  district  attorney  and  marshal  of 
the  southerndistrict  of  Florida,  per  same  act, 
from  March  3,  1847,  to  June  30,  1848,  at  $200 

eacli  per  annum 532  22 

For  salaries  of  the  two  keepers  of  the  public 

archives  in  Florida,  per  act  of  March  3,  1825  1,000  00 
Provided,  That  so  much  of  said  act  of  March  3, 
1825,  as  authorizes  the  appointment  of  two 
keepers  of  the  public  archives  shall  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  repealed,  froni  and  after 
June  30,  1848;  and  in  the  mean  time  it  shall 
be  ti)e  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  cause  the  said  archives  to  be  removed  to 
some  public  otiice  in  the  State  of  Florida,  to 
be  designated  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  there  to  be  safely  kept. 
For  expenses  of  thirty-tive  light  houses,  includ- 
ing oil  and  other  annual  supplies,  delivering 
the  same,  and  repairing  the  lighting  apparatus 
for  four  hundred  and  twenty  lamps;  salaries 
of  thirty-five  keepers,  at  the  fix(.'d  average  of 
$400  per  annum  ;  and  also  all  other  expenses 

tor  six  months 22,740  00 

For  one  new  floating  light,  including  the  keep- 
er's salary,  $6.50  at  and  all  other  expenses,  for 

nine  months 2,316  00 

For  additicmal  expenses  of  sundry  new  buoys, 

for  six  months 1,690  00 

For  additional  expenses  of  a  temporary  float 
ingliglit  at  Sand  Key,  Florida,  in  lieu  of  the 

ligiit  house  destroyed  there 1,500  00 

For  superintendent's  commission  on  .f28,246, 

at  2i  per  cent 706  15 

For  contingent  expenses,  under  the  act  for  the 
collection,  salckeeping,  transfer,  and  dis- 
bursement of  the  public  revenue,  of  August 

6,  1846 5,000  00 

For  per  diem  compensation  for  clerk  employed 
in  the  Adjutant  General'^  otfice 1,000  00 


For  per  diem  compensation  of  clerk  employed 

in  Ordnance  Oflice $  1,098  00 

For  per  diem  conipetisafion  for  eight  clerks  em- 
ployed, and  such  additional  number  of  cli-rks 
as  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  may 
require  to  be  employed  temporarily  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions,  with  the  appro- 
bation and  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
during  the  present  fiscal  year,  on  bonnly-land 
business  in  the  Pension  Office,  at  a  rate  not 

exceeding  $3  33  per  day 15,690  96 

ForcontingentexpensesofthePension  Office..  1,000  00 

For  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
being  an  unexpended  balance  of  the  appro- 
[)ri,ition  remaining  on  the  30th  of  June  for 

that  purpose 291  85 

For  outfits  of  charges  des  affaires  to  Naples,  the 
Papal  States,  and  the  republics  of  Bolivia, 

Guatemala,  and  Ecuador 23,500  00 

For  one  quarter's  salary  for  each  of  the  charges 
des  affaires  to  the  Papal  States,  Bolivia,  Gua- 
temala, and  Ecuador 4,500  00 

For  salary  of  the  consul  at  Beyroot,  from  Au- 
gust 4,  1846,  to  June  30,  1848 ' 953  80 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  em- 
ploy such  additional  number  of  clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  Second  Auditor  (at  a  per  diem  of 
not  more  than  $3  33  for  each  clerk)  as  are  re- 
quired by  the  exigencies  of  the  service 15,000  00 

For  the  relief  and  protection  of  American  sea- 
men in  foreign  countries 20,000  00 

Army. 
For  regular  supplies,  incidental  expenses,  and 
transportation  in  the  Quartermaster's  depart- 
ment of  the  army 5,000,000  00 

For  clothing  of  the  army,  camp  and  garrison 
equipage,  including  $160,000  for  clothing  to 
volunteers,  in  lieu  of  commutation  therefor. .  1,120,000  00 
For  subsistence  in  kind,  in  addition  to  $1,000,- 

003  appropriated  at  the  present  session 2,937,939  74 

For  pay  of  volunteers  called  into  service  during 

the  present  fiscal  year 3,611,000  00 

For  medical  and  hospital  department 64,500  00 

For  purchaseof  ordnance, ordnance  stores,  and 

supplies 300,000  00 

For  expense  of  arbitrating  the  title  to  the  Pea 

Patch  Island 5,000  00 

Marine  Corps. 

For  provisions 16,104  00 

For  clothing 3e,30ii  00 

For  fuel 3,777  00 

For  military  stores 3,500  00 

For  transportation  and  expenses  of  recruiting..         5,000  00 

For  contingencies 6,000  00 

Forpaying  James  Crutchett  for  lighting  the  Cap- 
itol and  grounds 2,000  10 

Sec.  2.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  $800,- 
000  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  for  clothing  in 
kind  to  volunteers,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of 
June,  1849,  agreeably  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide 
clothing  for  volunteers  in  the  service  of  the  United  States," 
approved  the  26th  of  January,  1848;  and  that  so  much  of 
said  sum  of  $800,000  as  the  President  shall  direct,  is  hereby 
authorized  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  said  clothing 
during  the  current  fiscal  year. 
The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  March  8,  1848. 

Mr.  SEVIER  presented  a  geographical  and  com- 
mercial memoir  on  the  present  state,  production, 
trade,  and  commerce  of  Siberia,  Manchurior,  and 
the  Asiatic  islands  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Ocean, 
and  on  the  importance  of  opening  commercial  inter- 
course therewith. 

Mr.  S.  characterized  the  document  as  one  con- 
taining much  valuable  information.  It  was  from 
Aaron  H.  Palmer,  a  corresponding  member  of  the 
National  Institute,  and  was  addressed  to  the  Pres- 
ident. It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Forwardsville,  Virginia,  asking  Congress 
to  consider  the  expediency  of  endeavoring  to  effect 
such  change  in  the  laws  as  shall  appropriate  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  in  aid  of  the  extinc- 
tion of  slavery,  and  appointing  commissioners, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be,  under  such  conditions  as 
Congress  shall  prescribe,  to  purchase  and  emanci- 
pate female  children  born  prior  to  1856,  and  making 
annual  appropriations  on  a  pledge  of  said  public 
lands,  with  a  declai-atory  act  that  from  and  after 
1856  there  shall  be  no  hereditary  slavery,  and  all 
born  after  that  date  shall  be  free. 

Mr.  W.  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  MASON  said  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the 
quarter  whence  this  petition  had  emanated.  He 
believed  that  when  petitions  of  this  character  were 
presented,  it  was  the  practice  of  the  Senate  to  lay 
the  motion  for  their  reception  on  the  table.  He 
hoped  that  course  would  be  taken  in  the  present 
case,  and,  for  that  purpose,  he  would  object  to  the 
reception  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  would  tell  the  Senator 
that  the  petition  came  from  his  own  constituents — 


446 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  9, 


from  the  Slate  of  Virginia.  Of  the  petitioners  he 
had  no  knowledge;  but  the  object  of  the  petition 
was  similar  to  the  proposition  made  by  a  distin- 
guished citizen  twenty  years  ago.  He  had  pre- 
sented tliis  petition  without  saying  anything  in 
favor  or  disfavor  of  it.  He  was  not  at  all  anxious 
as  to  the  direction  which  might  be  given  to  it;  and 
if  the  Senator  from  Virginia  would  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  pointina:  out  the  course  it  should  take, 
it  would  obtain  his  acquiescence,  although  he  had 
thought  it  did  not  come  within  the  rule  alluded  to 
by  the  Senator. 

The  question  of  reception  was  then  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  a  petition  from  S.  P. 
Arden,  asking  that  exchange  periodical  ]5ublica- 
tions  may  be  exempted  from  postage;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislatui  e  of  Indiana,  in  favor  of  making  com- 
pensation to  the  adjutant  general  of  that  State  for 
his  services  in  raisingand  organizing  two  regiments 
of  volunteers  for  the  service  of  the  United  States 
in  the  war  with  Mexico;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afl'airs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi, 

Rcsohcd,  Tli:it  tlie  Coinniittee  on  Coininercc  l)e  iiistiiicted 
toiii(|iiiie  into  (lie  exiiedieiify  of  cstablisliiiig  a  custom-house 
at  llii;  port  of  Uiloxi,  in  the  county  of  Harrison,  and  State 
of  Mi.-.-issippi. 

Rcsjlved,  'I'hat  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  itJijuire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  erection  of 
a  hijiit-liouse  on  the  west  end  of  Ship  Island,  situated  in  the 
Guli'of  M.xico,  of  tlie  coast  of  Misiissippi ;  also,  for  a  light- 
house on  said  coast,  at  Mississippi  City. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a 
navy-yard  at  the  harbor  of  "  Cat"  and  "Ship  Island,"  off 
the  coast  of  Mississippi,  for  the  protection  of  our  merchant 
marine  engnged  in  ihe  connnerce  of  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  for  the  rej)air  anrf  construction  of  public  vessels. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TURNEY,  fifteen  hundred 
extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office  on  the  petition  of 
Herrick  Aiken  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Patent  Office. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES.    , 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  House  bill  to  change  the  name  of  the 
sieainboat  Charles  Downing  to  the  "  Calhoun," 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  CAMERON,  from  th'e  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  a 
free  communication  across  the  Eastern  Branch,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was  read  a  first 
time. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  Executive  business. 

Mr.  DOWNS  hoped  the  bills  from  the  House 
might  be  read  and  referred;  some  of  them  were  of 
importance,  and  particularly  tlial  relating  to  the 
Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  SEVIER  would  make  no  objection  as  to 
that  particular  bill,  but  he  should  certainly  object 
to  the  others  being  taken  up. 

The  House  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  concerning  tlie  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,"  apjiroved  17th  June,  1844,  was 
then  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  then,  at  twenty  minutes  past  twelve 
o'clock,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Execu- 
tive business,  and  remained  therein  until  eight 
o'clock,  when  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TiitmsDAY,  Marck  9,  1848. 

TheJouriialof  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  MURPI  IY,on  leave,  presented  the  memorial 

of  the  New  York  Historical  Society  in  relation  to 

Ihe  manner  of  taking  the  next  census.     Read  and 

referred . 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  further  lo  sup[)ly  deficiencies  in 
tlic  a|)proprialion  for  tlie  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1848,  was  passed;  and  moved  the  previous 
question  thereon. 

Mr.  EVANS,of  Maryland,  moved  thatthemo- 
tion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  inblc.  'I'lie  (pics- 
tion  having  been  taken  and  decided  in  the  allirni- 
ntive,  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the 
table. 


Mr.  VINTON,  on  leave,  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
the  Government  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1849, 
and  for  other  purposes.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  BOTTS,  on  leave,  presented  a  communica- 
tion from  the  War  Department,  lespecting  the  pay- 
ment of  freight  on  the  remains  of  deceased  officers 
of  the  army  shipped  from  Mexico.  Read  and  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  ROBERT  SMITH  asked  leave  to  introduce 
the  following  joint  resolutions: 

RcsolvL'i!  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  .America  in  Consre^s  asscmlilcd,  That  the 
President  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  cause  certifi- 
cates to  be  prepared  on  parchment  of  suitable  size  and  with 
appropriate  devices,  to  be  presented  to  each  officer,  noii- 
connnissioned  officer,  musician,  and  private,  of  the  regular 
forces  and  volunteers,  who  has  served  or  may  serve  in  the 
present  war  with  Mexico,  during  Ihe  term  for  which  he 
entered  the  army,  or  until  he  has  been  or  shall  be  hoiior.-ibly 
discharged  from  the  service,  which  shall  be  signed  by  the 
President  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  War  Iiepartment, 
aiid  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  War;  which  cerlifi- 
cate  shall  set  forth  the  term  of  service  of  the  oflicer,  iion- 
eomrnissioned  ollicer,  musician,  or  private,  and  the  battle 
or  battles  in  which  he  has  been  or  may  be  engaged,  tog.iher 
with  all  special  acts  of  distinguished  gallantry  performed  by 
him  in  the  service. 

^nd  be  it  further  resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
President  to  cause  such  measures  to  be  taken  as  he  may 
deem  most  expedient  and  best  calculated  to  procure  correct 
information  as  to  the  services  of  the  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  who  have  served, 
or  may  serve,  in  the  present  war  with  Mexico,  to  enable 
him  to  carry  into  etl'ect  the  foregoing  resolution. 

And  be  it  further  resol.i-ed,  That  when  any  officer,  non- 
commissioned officer,  musician,  or  private,  has  been,  or  may 
he,  killed  in  battle,  or  has  died,  or  may  die,  in  the  service, 
the  certificate  aforesaid  sliallbe  presented  to  his  family. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  objected.  This  whole  sub- 
ject (he  said)  was  now,  by  resolution  of  the  House, 
before  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  McLANE.     Not  in  this  shape. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  (continuing.)  That  commit- 
tee will  doubtless  in  due  time  make  a  suitable 
report,  and  put  in  proper  form  the  sense  of  this 
House  touching  the  merits  and  services  of  all  the 
subordinate  officers  of  our  army  in  the  battles  in 
Mexico.  And  until  that  committee  should  report, 
he  would  object  to  the  introduction  of  such  resolu- 
tions as  those  now  offered. 

The  resolution  was  not  received. 

SOLDIERS     BOUNTY  LANDS. 

The  .SPEAKER  announced,  as  the  subject  first 
for  the  consideration  of  the  House,  the  bill  report- 
ed by  Mr.  Evans,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  raise  for  a  limited  time  an  additional  military 
force,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  February 
11,  1847,  upon  which  two  questions  were  pend- 
ing, viz:  the  question  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Richardson,  of  Illinois,  and  the 
question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Giddings,  that  the 
lull  be  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  who  was  entitled 
to  the  floor,  on  appeal  by  Mr.  Brown,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, yielded  to  that  gentleman  for  explana- 
tion. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  this  was  the  first  time  in  the 
course  of  eighteen  years'  legislation  on  this  floor 
and  elsewhere,  that  he  had  asked  the  opportunity 
to  make  a  personal  explanation. 

The  SPEAKER  interjiosed,  and  remarked,  that 
he  must  state  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
that,  the  question  having  been  announced,  no  per- 
sonal ex|ilanation  was  in  order. 

Mr.  BROWN  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  if  he  did  not  give  way  to  him. 

Mr.  EVANS  replied  that  he  was  willing  to  yield 
to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  if  it  did  not 
come  out  of  his  time. 

J\lr.  ROOT  rose  and  objected  to  any  personal 
explanation. 

Mr.  BROWN  .said  he  only  asked  five  minutes, 
and  if  he  went  beyond  that  time,  he  hoped  gentle- 
men would  call  him  to  order. 

The  SPEAKER  repeated  that  no  personal  ex- 
planations were  in  order,  and  that  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  Evans]  was  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  BROWN.  If  the  gentleman  yields  it,  am 
I  not  in  order.' 

Mr.  EVANS  still  manifested  his  willingness  to 
yield  lo  the  gentleman. 

The  SFEAKIOR.  If  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land yields  the  floor,  he  losc»  liis  right  to  it. 


Mr.  EVANS  declined  then  to  yield,  and  was 
about  to  proceed,  when — 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  rose  to  a 
question  of  order.  He  made  the  point  that  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  had  once  spoken,  and 
was  not  again  entitled  to  the  floor  until  every  gen- 
tleman who  wished  had  spoken. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  he  had  not  spoken.  He  had 
never  taken  five  minutes  of  the  hour  of  the  House. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  had  not  spoken.? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  he  had  not  upon 
the  immediate  pending  question. 

Mr.  EVANS  then  took  the  floor,  and,  before 
proceeding  with  his  remarks,  said  he  desired  that 
the  report  made  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
accompanying  this  bill,  should  be  read.  It  was 
very  short. 

The  report  was  read  at  the  Clerk's  desk. 

Mr.  BROWN  again  rose,  and  desired  to  address 
to  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  a  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  give  way? 

Mr.  EVANS  yielded  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  BROWN  wished  to  put  himself  before  this 
House,  before  liis  constituents,  and  the  country,  in 
the  proper  light.  He  wished  to  put  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  a  question  connected  with 
what  took  place  in  the  House  yesterday. 

The  SPEAKER.  Unless  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  apply  to  the  subject 
under  consideration,  it  is  not  competent  for  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  to  give  way  to  them. 

Mr.  McLANE  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
wished  to  submit  to  the  Chair  whether  or  not  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  the  right  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  whether  such  or 
such  a  passage  occurred  upon  this  floor  yester- 
day .' 

The  SPEAKER.  If  it  relates  to  the  question 
before  the  House.     If  not,  it  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  EVANS  resumed  the  floor,  and  caused  to 
be  read  the  9th  section  of  the  act  of  the  last  session 
of  Congress  giving  bounty  lands  to  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  in  the  war 
with  Mexico. 

Now  (Mr.  E.  said)  by  the  construction  which 
had  been  put  upon  this  act  by  the  War  Department, 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  PoLLOci{]  the  other  day  seemed  to  think  not 
warranted,  but  which  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  E.)  a 
very  fair  construction,  these  non-commissioned  of- 
ficers, musicians,  and  privates — no  matter  how  they 
had  distinguished  themselves;  no  matter  how  freely 
they  had  poured  out  their  blood  in  Mexico;  no 
matter  what  sacrifices  they  had  made  in  leaving 
their  country  and  going  into  a  far  distant  land;  no 
matter  by  what  merit  or  on  account  of  what  ser- 
vice they  had  received  their  promotion — by  the 
very  fact  of  promotion  lost  their  160  acres  of  land. 
This  was  the  decision  of  the  department — and  a 
very  correct  decision  he  thought  it  was — upon  this 
act  of  the  last  Congress.  Yet  nothing  could  be 
plainer  than  that,  when  the  soldier  had  served 
his  whole  term  of  enlistment  except  within  a  few 
days,  and  was  promoted,  nothing  could  be  m.ore 
just  than  they  should  receive  their  bounty  lands. 
As  was  said  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  Richardson]  the  other  day,  there  had 
been  cases  where  soldiers  had  actually  been  com- 
pelled to  accept  )iromotions  which  they  would  not 
have  done  had  tliey  known  that  such  would  have 
been  the  construction  of  the  department. 

This  bill  was  similar  in  its  character  to  the  bill 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
The  bill  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs — 
which  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Wick] 
said  he  drew  up — provided  substantially  for  the 
very  same  matter  provided  for  by  this  bill  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands.  They  differed  slight- 
ly in  their  form.  He  had  seen  the  other  bill,  and 
from  a  careful  examination  of  it,  he  preferred  the 
bill  reported  by  him  from  the  Committee  of  Public 
Lands,  and  therefore  he  could  not  consent  to  sub- 
stitute the  oilier  for  this. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Pol- 
lock] had  spoken  of  the  soldiers  of  the  last  war — 
the  war  of  1812 — and  inquired  why  they  were  not 
provided  for.  It  was  his(Mr.  L.'s)  impression 
that  they  were  provided  for  by  divers  acts.  But  if 
they  had  not  been  provided  for,  it  should  be  done 
by  a  sepiirate  bill.  However,  he  had  iiol  intended 
to  occiqiy  the  time  of  the  House,  and  he  should 
conclude  with  n  motion  which  he  intended  ns  no 
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unkindness  to  any  one  in  this  House,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  bringine^  the  House  to  a  vote  on  the 
bill,  and  thereby  doing  justice  to  the  gallant  men 
who  have  served  their  country  on  the  battle-fields 
of  Mexico.  There  was  no  reason  why  the  bill 
should  not  be  now  passed,  and  therefore  he  moved 
the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  not  seconded 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  said,  if  lie 
understood  the  bill,  it  was  designed  to  give  what 
was  deemed  a  proper  construction  to  a  lawjiassed 
by  the  last  Congress.  He  proceeded  further  to 
explain  what  he  understood  to  be  the  effect  of  the 
bill  if  it  should  be  agreed  to,  and  expressed  the 
opinion  that  it  should  be  so  changed  as  to  confine 
it  to  promotions  less  than  field  officers.  He  desired 
also  to  make  another  amendment,  for  the  purpose 
of  doing  another  act  of  justice  which  had  been  long 
delayed — he  alluded  to  the  soldiers  of  the  last  war. 
By  his  amendment  he  proposed  to  give  to  each 
non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  and  private, 
who  was  regularly  mustered  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  as  a  member  of  any  volunteer  com- 
pany, or  conipany  of  rangers  or  militia,  for  not  less 
than  twelve  months'  service  during  the  war  of  1812, 
and  received  an  honorable  discharge,  a  certificate 
or  warrant  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land. 
And  in  tlie  event  of  the  death  of  any  such  non- 
commissioned officer,  musician, or  private, after  his 
discharge  and  before  the  issuing  of  the  certificate 
or  warrant,  it  should  be  issued  according  to  the 
rules  which  govern  the  descent  of  bounty  land  as 
provided  in  the  act  of  February  11,  1847.  For  ser- 
vice of  less  time  than  a  year  he  wished  to  make  other 
provisions;  for  three  months'  service  he  proposed 
to  give  a  certificate  or  warrant  for  forty  acres  of  land. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  entreated  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  not  to  encumber  this  bill  with 
such  a  provision  as  that  indicated,  inasmuch  as  it 
would  inevitably  defeat  the  bill  itself. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  was  of  opinion  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  would  vote  for  the  bill  and  for 
the  amendment  also,  and  be  one  of  the  last  men  to 
vote  it  down. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  that  his  amendment  was  not  in  order. 
The  pending  bill  was  declaratory  in  its  character — 
it  simply  prescribed  a  construction  for  part  of  the 
bill  of  1847,  whereas  the  amendment  which  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi  proposed  to  offer  was 
of  an  entirely  different  cliaracter. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  said  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  had  asked  him  if  he  would  not  stand 
side  by  side  with  that  gentleman  in  support  of  a 
bill  to  give  bounty  lands  to  the  volunteers  of  the 
last  war;  to  that  he  replied  that  such  measures 
always  received  his  support,  and  he  was  prepared 
to  vote  for  such  a  bill  at  a  proper  time,  but  not 
when  it  would  have  the  effect  of  strangling  the 
measure  now  pending. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  denied  that  his  object  was 
to  strangle  this  measure.  He  was  desirous  to  co- 
operate with  those  who  were  evidently  so  eager  to 
do  justice  to  the  meritorious  men  who  had  served 
in  the  Mexican  war;  but  he  desired  at  the  same 
time  to  couple  with  it  a  provision  to  do  justice  to 
another  class  of  men,  who  also  had  strong  claims 
on  their  country.  However,  perhaps  it  would  be 
more  advisable  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  where  it 
could  be  amended  ."JO  as  to  accomplish  his  purpose 
and  the  desire  of  the  friends  of  this  bill.  He  v/ould 
go  further  still,  and  vofe  to  make  the  bill  the  spe- 
cial order  for  some  particular  day. 

Mr.  EVANS  begged  to  remind  the  gentleman 
that  this  was  merely  a  declaratory  act;  it  related 
to  the  construction  of  a  particular  act;  and  he  hoped 
the  gentleman  would  not  embarrass  it  with  any 
irrelevant  motion. 

Mr.  TPIOMPSON  still  insisted  that  it  should 
be  referred,  that  it  might  be  seen  whether  it  car- 
ried out  their  intentions. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  The  gentleman  from 
Mai-yland  seems  to  fear  that  the  amendment  I  had 
the  honor,  when  tliis  bill  was  last  under  consider- 
ation, to  propo.se,  may  retard  or  defeat  the  bill.  I 
assure  the  gentleman  that  if  f  thought  it  svould  do 
so  I  should  not  urge  it,  for  I  am  sure  no  man  can 
be  more  satisfied  than  1  am  of  the  necessity  of  the 
passage  of  some  such  law  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  said  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  i.s  cnlii-cly  mistaken.  I  am  .satisfied 
his  proposed  amendment  is  proper,  and  would  ac- 
cept it  if  I  could. 


Mr.  R.  proceeded.  The  proviso  to  the  ninth 
section  of  the  act  granting  bounty  lands  to  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  is 
as  follows: 

"Provided,  Tliat  nothin<;  contiiined  in  tliis  section  shall 
be  construod  to  f.'ive  bounty  lands  to  such  volunteers  as  wore 
accepted  into  the  service  and  discharged  without  being 
inarched  to  the  seat  of  war." 

Now,  by  the  construction  given  to  this  proviso, 
if  a  soldieif  dies  the  day  before  he  reaches  the  seat 
of  war,  his  family  are  not  entitled  to  the  bounty  of 
land..  If,  upon  his  way  to  the  seat  of  war,  a  soldier, 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  becomes  sick,  and  is 
discharged,  he  is  not  entitled  to  this  bounty. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  took  the  liberty  of  .suggesting 
to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson] 
that  he  was  slightly  mistaken  as  to  the  construction 
that  had  been  given  to  this  section  of  the  law.  He 
knew  that  it  was  now  settled  that  any  volunteer 
regularly  mustered  into  service,  and  marched  from 
the  place  of  rendezvous,  who  was  discharged  for 
sickness  incurred  in  the  time  of  his  duty,  before 
actually  reaching  the  seat  of  war,  came  within  the 
provision  of  the  law,  and  was  entitled  to  bounty 
land;  he  had  the  written  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of 
^V^flr  to  tins  GfFcct 

Mr.  RICHARDSON.  I  was  not  aware  that 
the  construction,  such  as  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky has  stated,  had  been  given  to  the  act.  I  am 
certain  that  a  different  construction  had  been  given 
to  the  act  at  the  opening  of  the  session  of  Con- 
gress. I  can  say,  however,  that  I  am  glad  to  learn 
that  such  a  construction  has  been  given.  I  am 
satisfied  that  it  is  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of 
the  law.  My  object  in  proposing  the  amendment 
is  this :  In  many  cases  individuals  were  willing 
to  go  as  field  officers;  they  went  to  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  and  when  they  became  satisfied  that 
they  could  be  elected  to  a  field  office,  enlisted  as 
privates,  and  were  elected  to  a  field  office,  never 
performing  a  day's  service  as  a  private.  And  now 
I  submit  if  it  is  necessary  or  proper  to  give  to  these 
men  the  bounty  of  land,  while  all  of  the  other  offi- 
cers are  denied  such  bounty.' 

If  a  person  in  good  faith  entered  the  service  as 
a  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  or  private, 
and  afterwards  was  promoted,  he  should  not  be 
deprived  of  this  bounty;  but,  if  Ire  entered  the  ser- 
vice with  an  understanding  that  lie  was  to  be  pro- 
moted, and  was  not  to  serve  as  a  private,  then  he  is 
not  and  should  not  be  entitled  to  this  bounty.  In 
many  of  the  States  the  companies  were  mustered 
into  the  service,  having  elected  no  other  officer 
than  a  captain.  Immediately  after  the  enlistment, 
the  other  officers  were  elected,  in  some  of  the 
States  the  companies  were  fully  officered  before 
their  enlistment.  By  the  bill,  without  any  amend- 
ment, the  law  would  operate  unequally,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  unjustly.  When  the  officers  were  elected 
after  the  enlistment  of  the  company,  they,  by  the 
present  bill,  would  get  this  bounty.  When  the 
company  was  fully  officered,  before  its  enlistment, 
the  officers  would  not  get  this  bounty.  It  is  to 
obviate  this  difficulty  and  inequality  that  I  have 
proposed  the  amendment.  Tliere  are  cases  that 
need  legislative  aid.  My  colleague  [Mr.  McCler- 
nand]  referred  to  one,  the  other  day,  when  this 
bill  was  under  discussion.  There  are  many  others, 
not  only  from  Illinois,  but  from  half  the  States  of 
this  Union.  In  cases  where  privates  or  non-com- 
missioned officers  have  served  as  such  nearly  their 
entire  time  of  enlistment,  and  then  been  promoted, 
it  is  right  and  proper  to  give  them  this  bounty: 
they  have  earned  it  rightly,  earned  it  in  hard  ser- 
vice for  the  country.  I  hope  the  bill,  with  some 
amendment  that  will  limit  it  to  these  meritorious 
cases,  may  pass. 

Some  conversation  ensued,  in  which  Mr.  PI  ALL, 
Mr.  RICHARDSON,  and  Mr.  MOREHEAD  took 
part. 

Mr.  BOYD  said  he  had  not  risen  to  make  a  speech 
upon  the  bill,  but  simply  for  the  purpose  of  sug- 
gesting an  amendment  restricting  its  benefits  to  offi- 
cers below  the  grade  of  field  officers.  He  thought 
it  would  be  best  to  restrict  the  operation  of  the  bill 
to  the  lower  grades  of  officers  in  the  army. 

Mr.  RICPIARDSON  said  hehad  no  objection 
to  such  an  amendment — all  he  wante<l  was  to  set 
himself  right.  He  was  not  opposed  to  the  bill;  he 
was  strongly  in  its  favor.  He  knew  well  the  need 
there  was  for  such  a  provision  as  it  contemplated. 
The  ease  which  had  been  referred  to  by  his  col- 
league [Mr.  Tuomi'son]  was  one  which  had  repeat- 
edly occurred   during  the  present  war.     After  the 


battle  of  Buena  Vista,  they  had  great  difficulty  in 
finding  officers  for  companies  who  had  lost  every 
officer  in  action;  because  men  who  had  served  in 
the  ranks,  and  thereby  earned  their  bounty  lands, 
were  unwilling  to  accept  commissions,  because 
they  would  lose  their  land.  The  bill  ought  to  pass, 
but  Mr.  R.  was  for  limiting  its  operation  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  do  justice  to  all. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  advocated  the  refer- 
ence of  the  bill,  but  not  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  which  was  the 
worst  place  in  the  world  for  perfecting  the  details 
of  a  bill:  he  thought  it  ought  to  go  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  who  would  have  time  and 
opportunity  maturely  to  consider  the  whole  sub- 
ject. They  would  examine  the  original  law  as 
well  as  the  construction  put  upon  it  at  the  Pension 
Office,  and  when  they  had  maturely  digested  the 
best  shape  for  it  to  take,  could  report  a  suitable  bill 
to  the  House.  The  original  bill  intended  that  all 
soldiers  and-  non-commissioned  officers,  serving 
out  their  time  and  getting  an  honorable  discharge, 
should  get  Ijounty  land;  though  it  contained  a  pro- 
viso that  if  they  did  not  reach  the  seat  of  war  they 
should  not  be  entitled  to  it;  but  that  proviso  was 
thought  to  work  injustice,  and  it  was  rescinded. 

Mr.  J.  thought  the  bill  in  its  present  shape  very 
objectionable,  and  not  likely  to  secure  the  object 
sought  in  reporting  it.  He  argued  from  the  words 
of  the  bill  that  while  those  who  had  been  elected 
from  the  ranks  to  the  commission  of  field  officers 
would  get  their  land,  those  promoted  to  be  only 
captains  and  lieutenants  would  get  none — the  pri- 
vates who  took  their  places  would  get  land,  while 
others  who  were  mustered  the  very  next  day  would 
get  none. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  that  was  the  very  thing  in- 
tended. Under  the  original  act  officers  got  no  land 
at  all,  it  was  given  to  privates  only.  This  bill  was 
introduced  expressly  to  correct  that  evil. 

Mr.  JONES  (resuming)  said,  that  should  the 
bill  become  a  law  in  its  present  form,  it  would 
give  rise  to  constructions  at  the  Pension  Office  that 
would  occasion  ten  times  as  much  dissatisfaction 
and  complaint  as  existed  now.  So  great  was  the 
difficulty  of  filling  vacancies  among  company  offi- 
cers who  fell  on  the  field,  that  many  companies 
from  his  portion  of  the  country  continued  to  be 
commanded  often  by  second  lieutenants  to  the  end 
of  their  term  of  enlistment.  Mr.  J.  thought  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois, [Mr.  Richardson,]  which  restricted  the  ben- 
efits of  the  bill  to  privates  promoted  at  the  actual 
seat  of  war,  calculated  to  create  an  invidious  dis- 
tinction, and  confine  the  bounty  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  a  favored  few.  Some  regiments  had  gone 
to  the  seat  of  war  in  companies,  and  their  field 
officers  were  elected  there:  these  would  get  land, 
while  the  captains  and  lieutenants  of  their  com- 
panies would  be  entitled  to  none.  The  bill  needed 
to  be  revised  and  amended  by  a  committee.  He 
thought  the  Government  ought  to  give  the  bounty 
to  all  the  officers  or  to  none.  The  law  in  its  pres- 
ent shape  would  present  great  difficulties  of  con- 
struction, and  give  rise  to  multiplied  complaints. 

Mr.  BLACK  obtained  the  floor,  and  was  about 
to  address  the  House,  when 

Mr.  EIUNT  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether  the 
morning  hour  had  not  expired  .' 

The  CHAIR  replying  in  the  affirmative, 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  that  the  House  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  business  on  the  Speaker's 
table. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  the  first  business  on 
the  Speaker's  table  was  the  Executive  veto  on  the 
harbor  bill. 

After  a  brief  desultory  conversation, 

Mr.  HUNT  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  BLACK,  said  it  was  impossible  that  the 
House  could  act  on  a  bill  of  this  character  with- 
out doing  great  injustice  to  one  class  of  persons  or 
another,  unless  it  were  deliberately  considered  and 
fully  matured  by  a  suitable  committee.  Mr.  B. 
was  for  securing  the  land  bounty  to  every  volun- 
teer officer.  That  would  do  justice  to  nil.  He 
was  not  in  favor  of  any  improper  and  invidiou.s 
discripiinations. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  observed  that  he  had 
not  been  in  the  habit  of  troubling  the  House  by 
remarks  of  his,  but  it  happened  that  he  repre.scnt- 
ed  here  a  Congressional  district  from  which  more 
volunteers  had  gone  to  tlii.s  Mexican  war  than  from 
any  other  in  the  whole  country,  and  on  that  ac- 
count it  was  fit  and  proper  that  he  should  say  a 
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few  words  on  a  bill  of  this  character.  If  any  gen- 
tleman doubted  tiie  coirectness  of  what  he  had 
staled,  let  him  g-o  to  the  record  and  he  would  find 
it  to  be  true;  if  not,  Mr.  S.  should  then  be  ready 
to  ninke  to  Jiim  the  amende  honorable.  His  district 
had  sent  two  regiments  to  fight  the  battles  of  the 
country,  and  it  was  ready  to  send  two  more,  if 
they  were  needed.  Mr.  S.  might  sav,  in  relation 
to  his  own  action  in  regard  to  these  volunteers,  that 
in  an  early  stage  of  the  proceedings  of  Congress 
in  regard  to  the  war,  Mr.  S.  had  given  notice  of 
his  intention  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
very  cases  contained  in  the  present  bill.  But  be- 
fore he  had  had  an  opportunity  to  bring  in  the  bill, 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  had  reported 
one  for  the  same  objects. 

Mr.  S.  was  in  favor  of  the  bill  reported  from  the 
Military  Coinmittee  and  also  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Pnljlic  Lands.  He  thought  that  the  amend- 
ment which  had  been  moved  by  his  colleague 
[Mr.  Richardson']  was  just  in  its  jirinciple;  he 
went  for  the  distinction  it  contained;  but  certainly 
it  would  be  gross  injustice  to  exclude  from  the 
benefit  of  the  land  bounty  private  soldiers  who  for 
merit  had  been  promoted  to  commissions  on  the 
field.  Mr.  S.  concurred  in  the  belief  that  the  con- 
struction put  upon  the  original  bill  at  the  Pension 
Office  was  wrong;  but  he  had  an  amendment 
which  lie  proposed  to  ofier,  which  in  its  results 
would  confer  more  benefits  and  on  more  men  than 
the  present  bill.  It  had  regard  to  many  cases  which 
were  continually  occurrin":  in  the  new  States. 

There  were  many  men  in  liis  district,  who,  prior 
to  going  into  the  service,  had  made  improvements 
on  Government  lands,  which  they  had  not  been  able 
to  pay  for;  and  after  having  served  out  the  term  for 
which  they  entered  the  army,  they  have  been  pre- 
vented entering  the  lands  which  they  had  made 
valualjle  by  their  toil  and  sweat,  by  the  construc- 
tion given  by  some  of  the  Federal  officers  to  the 
laws,  granting  them  bounty  lands. 

Mr.  S.  said,  the  main  object  iie  had  in  rising  was 
to  propose  an  amendment,  which  was  highly  im- 
portant to  all  the  soldiers  who  went  from  the  States 
in  which  there  were  public  lands.  It  was  to  enable 
those  entitled  to  locate  these  bounty  land  warrants 
to  do  so,  in  tracts  of  forty  or  eighty  acres,  as  they 
might  deem  most  for  their  interest. 

Mr.  S.  would  like  to  move  this  as  a  new  section 
to  the  bill;  but,  as  he  presumed  that  would  not 
now  be  in  order,  he  would  propose  it  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  offered  by  his  colleague. 
He  held  it  to  be  proper  to  allow  these  soldiers  to 
enter  their  land  in  tracts  of  eighty  and  of  forty 
acres,  and  not  require  them  to  take  their  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  all  in  a  body.  Would  gen- 
tlemen force  these  brave  and  faithful  men  to  take 
all  their  bounty  in  woodland  or  all  of  it  in  prairie? 
He  presumed  not.  By  allowing  them  to  enter  it 
in  smaller  tracts,  the  amendment  would  go  to  ben- 
efit a  hundred  men  wliere  the  bill  as  it  now  stood 
would  benefit  one. 

Mr.  EVANS  said,  that  there  was  a  bill  for  this 
very  purpose  now  before  the  Land  Committee. 

Mr.  SMITH  replied,  that  that  was  very  pos- 
sible— so  there  were  many  other  bills  before  the 
committees  of  the  House  which  might  never  be- 
come laws.  Mr.  S.  was  for  embracing  the  present 
moment:  he  wanted  this  provision,  not  in  the  shape 
of  a  separate  bill,  to  be  reported  at  some  future 
day,  but  to  have  it  added  now  as  an  amendment  to 
a  t)ill  which  was  on  the  way  to  its  passage. 

The  CHAIR  reminded  Mr.  Smith,  that  since 
the  offering  of  the  amendment  of  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  Richardson,]  a  motion  had  been  made  to 
commit  tlie  bill.  No  further  amendment  was  in 
order  till  that  motion  was  decided. 

Mr.  Smith's  amendment  was  as  follows: 
"And  that  tlio  l.ind  w.irrrint.-i  for  military  services  in  the 
present  war  Willi  Mriico,  Issued  in  pursuance  of"  the  9lh 
Koetionofilie  net  oi  Fehrnary  11,  1847,  to  raise,  (or  a  limited 
time,  an  additional  inilii.iry  Ibrec,  and  lor  oilier  purpo.sos, 
may  he  located  liy  tlie  warrantee,  or  his-lieirs  at  law,  in 
forty  or  eighty  aer<' I  raet..,  at  anv  land  dtiVe  in  the  nnited 
Slater,  npon  any  of  the  piihlie  land-  in  Mi,h  di.-lnet  suhjeet 
lo  private  entry,  or  npon  any  lands  improved  hy  the  war- 
rantee, or  hlx  h(!lrs  at  law,  or  to  whiidi  he  or  hisheir.'t  may 
have  Hcc-iircil  a  pri.'iiinptioii  rialil ;  and  ihe  |(rovlsions  of  thia 
Heelion  shall  apply  to  the  eases  proviih  it  lor  in  ihls  act." 

A  brief  conversation  ensued  between  Mr.  PICK- 
LIN  and  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkan.sas,  said  it  appeared 
to  him  that  the  House  did  not  look  at  this  matter 
in  a  correct  light.  Many  of  them  seemed  to  regard 
it  as  a  bill  brcjiight  in  here  to  cover  a  very  large 
nunaber  of  cases.     Now  the  fact  was  that  the  bill, 


whenever  it  passed,  would  notajiply  to  more  than 
j  three  or  four  hundred  cases  at  most.  Its  object 
was  only  to  supply  a  defect  in  the  bill  of  the  last 
!  session;  or,  more  justly,  it  was  a  declaratory  act — 
declaratory  of  the  intent  and  meaning  of  the  act  of 
the  last  session,  because  from  the  very  terms  and 
language  of  that  act  these  very  cases  were  embraced 
therein,  when  by  the  construction  of  the  depart- 
ment they  were  put  out,  and  thereby  this  bill  was 
rendered  necessary. 

The  motion  had  been  made  to  refer  this  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  Why,  the 
proposition  to  refer  to  another  standing  committee 
was  nothing  more  than  a  reflection  upon  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  who  had  reported  it.  Pie 
would  like  to  know  what  jieculiar  and  superior 
right  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  had  to  the 
consideration  of  this  subject.  It  related  equally  to 
the  business  of  each.  He  would  like  to  ask  where 
was  the  opposition  to  this  bill  ?  Gentleinen  on  the 
other  side  could  reproach  this  side  bitterly.  The 
opposition  was  not  on  the  other  side.  It  was 
among  the  Democracy.  If  there  were  those  who 
wanted  to  defeat  it,  let  them  get  up  and  say  so 
boldly,  openly.  He  asked,  therefore,  that  the  bill 
might  be  voted  upon  by  yens  and  nays. 

This  was  no  extraordinary  bill;  it  was  merely 
declaratory  of  the  act  of  last  session.  It  was  true 
that  there  was  a  defect  in  the  bill  as  reported,  but 
it  was  a  defect  which  was  amply  supplied  and  pro- 
vided against  by  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois.  He  said  let  this  bill  pass  as  it 
stood.  It  provided  for  all  the  cases  for  which  it 
intended  to  provide;  and  let  these  other  cases 
which  it  was  sought  to  provide  for  come  up  in 
some  separate  bill.  He  knew  that  every  time  they 
loaded  a  bill  in  this  House  with  additional  amend- 
ments they  endangered  the  bill  itself,  or  ran  the 
risk  of  wearying  the  Plouse  until  the  most  just  and 
righteous  act  was  sacrificed  here.  He  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  and  he  hoped  that  the  bill  might 
be  sustained,  and  the  question  taken  upon  the  mer- 
its of  the  bill.  Pie  understood  that  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  had  reported  a  bill  which  was 
identical  with  the  bill  before  the  House.  It  seemed 
to  him,  then,  that  the  object  of  referring  it  back  to 
the  committee,  or  rather  to  a  different  committee, 
was  to  produce  delay  and  to  defeat  the  bill.  The 
bill  and  amendments  as  they  were  now  presented — 
as  every  man  could  see  by  examining  them — iTiade 
ample  provision  for  granting  justice  to  th6se  brave 
and  patriotic  citizens  who  had  gone  to  war,  and  at 
the  same  time  effectually  guarded  the  public  treas- 
ury. He  called  upon  Democrats  to  sustain  it,  and 
to  sustain  the  motion  he  was  about  to  make;  for 
he  did  not  want  the  Whigs  to  have  all  the  honor 
of  passing  this  measure.  He  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  HASKF.LL  appealed  to  the  gentleman  to 
withdraw  liis  demand  for  a  few  moments,  to  allow 
him  to  make  a  few  very  brief  suggestions,  which  he 
thought  would  remove  the  difficulties  under  which 
gentlemen  labored  with  reference  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  withdrew  his  motion  on  a  pledge 
from  Mr.  H.  that  he  would  renew  it. 

Mr.  HASKELL  said  he  thought  he  had  a  propo- 
sition which,  if  this  House  would  adopt  it,  would 
enable  them  to  dispose  of  this  whole  matter  intel- 
ligibly, and  in  a  manner  to  meet  the  views  of  all. 
He  held  in  his  hand  a  substitute  for  the  bill,  which 
he  had  lately  drawn  up,  and  which  he  wished  to 
have  read  for  the  information  of  the  House. 

[The  proposed  substitute  was  read  by  the  Clerk, 
and  declared  tliat  promotion  should  be  considered 
equivalent  to  an  "honorable  discharge,"  and  re- 
pealed the  proviso  in  the  bounty-land  law  of  the 
last  session.] 

Mr.  H.  said  he  understood  that  the  great  object 
sought  to  be  accomplished  by  this  bill  was  to  give 
to  each  officer  who  was  elected  after  having  enlist- 
ed as  a  private  the  bounty  lands  which  were  offered 
as  an  inducement  to  enlist.  The  decision  of  the 
department  excluded  the  oflicers.  Now,  if  the  bill 
which  he  proposed  should  be  taken  by  the  House 
as  a  substitute  for  the  bill  reported,  it  explained 
the  act  of  11th  Pebruary,  1847,  and  operated  as  a 
certain  and  sure  guide  to  the  de|)artmcnt  in  making 
its  decision.  It  covered  all  cases;  it  covered  the 
case  of  every  individual  who  had  been  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  a  private, 
and  who  had  been  subsequently  promoted. 

The  |)roviso  which  this  bill  jiroposed  to  repeal 
wa.s  this.  [He  read  the  proviso  of  the  act  of  the 
last  session,  which  provided  that  nothing  contained 


in  the  section  should  be  construed  to  give  bounty  • 
lands  to  such  volunteers  as  had  been  mustered  into 
service  and  discharged  without  being  marched  to 
the  seat  of  battle.]  This  proviso  was  manifestly 
unjust.  If  the  private  was  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  he  might  contract  disease 
before  he  marched  one  mile  froHi  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous; and  if  he  was  taken  sick  and  died  before 
he  reached  the  seat  of  war,  he  died  as  much  in  the 
service  of  his  country  as  if  he  fell  by  the  bullets  of 
the  enemy.  This  proviso  was  wrong  on  its  very 
face.  The  bill  which  he  offered  covered  all  classes 
of  cases,  and  rendered  unnecessary  all  the  manifold 
aiTiendments  which  had  been  suggested  to  the  bill 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  HARALSON  inquired,  whether  the  sub- 
stitute embraced  cases  of  promotion  in  the  regular 
army .'' 

Mr.  HASKELL.  There  are  no  such  promo- 
tions in  the  regular  army. 

Mr.  HARALSON  entertained  adifferentopinion. 

Mr.  HASKELL,  in  compliance  with  his  pledge, 
renewed  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

In  reply  to  inquiries  by  Messrs.  THOMPSON, 
of  Mississippi,  and  McLANE — 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  previous  ques- 
tion, if  sustained,  would  cut  off  the  motion  to  refer, 
and  bring  the  House  to  a  direct  vote — first,  upon 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  and 
next  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  before  the  ques- 
tion on  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous 
question  was  taken,  wi.shed  to  raise  a  question  of 
order,  which  was,  perhaps,  as  pertinent  here  as  it 
would  be  in  any  place.  He  did  not  make  it,  he 
remarked,  because  he  was  opposed  to  the  bill.  He 
intended  to  vote  for  it.  It  was  this:  that  as  the  bill 
made  an  appropriation  of  lands,  and  in  its  alternate 
provisions  also  made  an  appropriation  of  money, 
it  must,  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  go  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
unless  two-thirds  of  the  House  voted  thatitshould 
be  passed  now;  and,  this  being  the  case,  if  the  pre- 
vious question  were  sustained,  would  it  not — in- 
stead of  bringing  the  House  to  a  direct  vote  upon 
the  amendment,  and  then  upon  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill,  which  would  otherwise  be  the  main  ques- 
tion— bring  the  House  to  vote  first  upon  the  refer 
ence .' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  state  to  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  and  the  House,  that,  in 
case  this  bill  involved  upon  its  face  an  appropria- 
tion of  money,  the  previous  question,  if  sustained, 
would  bring  the  House  to  vote  upon  the  reference 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  The  Chair  did  not,  however,  regard  this 
as  a  bill  which  necessarily  went  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  There 
was  hardly  a  bill  which  came  before  the  House 
which  did  not  necessarily  involve  some  expendi- 
ture; yet,  if  it  did  not  on  its  face  contain  an  appro- 
priation of  money,  it  was  not  lequiied  to  go  to  the 
coinmittee.  There  was  no  rule  which  required 
that  a  bill  which  made  an  appropriation  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  should  be  referred,  nor  was  there  any 
firecedent  for  it.  The  rule,  moreover,  required 
that  all  proceedings  touching  the  appropriation  of 
money  must  be  first  discussed  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union.  If  this,  then, 
was  an  appropriation  bill,  the  whole  discussion  had 
been  out  of  order.  The  Chair,  however,  regarded 
this  as  a  mere  declaratory  act,  cxplnnaU)ry'of  the 
act  of  last  session,  giving  a  construction  to  that  act 
contrary  to  the  construction  given  to  it  by  the  De- 
partment of  War.  Pie  was,  therefore,  of  the  opin- 
ion, that  if  the  previous  question  were  sustained, 
it  would  cut  ofl'the  motion  to  refer,  and  bring  the 
House  to  a  vole — first  upon  the  amendment,  and 
then  upon  the  engrossment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOUSTON— remarking  that  he  believed 
that  it  had  been  the  universal  pracliccof  the  House, 
whenever  the  public  property  was  to  be  appro- 
priated, to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  and  that  every 
consideration  which  would  produce  a  rule  requir- 
ing ajipropiiatioiis  of  money  to  go  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  would 
also  require  a  bill  a|)|)iopriating  the  public  property 
to  go  there — appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  to  lay  the  appeal  on 
the  table. 

The  question  being  taken,  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 
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Tlie  question  then  recurring  on  seconding  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question,  it  was  taken, 
and  decided  in  the  negative:  Ayes  42,  noes  not 
counted. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to 
refer. 

Mr.  EMBREE  referred,  as  his  apology  for 
troubling  the  House  with  a  single  rennark,  to  cer- 
tain instructions  vi^hich  he  had  lately  received  from 
his  constituents.  He  was  in  favor  of  referring  t,he 
bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  making  some  amend- 
ments. He  thought  that  the  soldiers  of  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain  ought  to  be  included  in 
this  or  some  other  measure  of  this  kind;  and  he 
feared,  if  this  bill  were  brought  to  a  direct  vote, 
that  many  gentlemen  would  vote  for  it  who  might 
not  be  so  careful  to  vote  for  granting  the  same  ben- 
efits to  those  who  aided  in  the  defence  of  our  coun- 
try in  the  war  of  1812.  He  was  in  favor  of  referring 
this  bill,  and  then  of  making  it  the  special  order  for 
some  particular  day. 

Gentlemen  had  stated  that  the  reference  of  the 
bill  was  calculated  to  create  delay.  He  thought 
there  had  been  a  delay  of  thirty-six  years  in  doing 
justice  to  those  who  had  exhibited  equal  valor  and 
equal  patriotism  in  former  times  in  defence  of  their 
country's  honor  and  rights.  By  referiing  this  bill 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  the  amendments  he  desired  could  be  pro- 
posed, as  well  as  other  amendments  which  gentle- 
men might  consider  necessary  to  place  the  bill  in 
its  best  shape,  and  they  would  \ye  brought  to  a  di- 
rect vote  upon  them.  He  could  not  conceive  why 
it  was  that  a  spirit  at  this  time  was  so  clearly  dis- 
played in  this  House  of  willingness  to  make  these 
grants  to  those  who  had  been  or  might  be  engaged 
in  the  present  v/ar  with  Mexico,  and  of  unwilling- 
ness to  render  an  equal  measure  of  Justice  to  those 
who  fought  in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain. 
That  was  a  war  v/itli  a  Power  rich  in  the  munitions 
of  war  and  in  all  pecuniary  means;  with  a  Power 
whose  navy  made  her  the  boasted  mistress  of  the 
sea.s.  We  had  then  to  contend  with  enemies  in 
the  heart  of  our  country,  and  our  brave  soldiers 
then  displayed  as  much  valor  in  meeting  them  and 
driving  them  from  our  coasts  as  had  Ijcen  exhibited 
in  the  present  war;  and  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
same  kind  and  just  spirit  should  be  manifested  to- 
wards both  classes  of  our  citizens. 

For  these  reasons  he  was  in  favor  of  the  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  and  of  making  it  the  special  order 
for  an  early  day. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  the  bil!  and  amendments  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  PUTNAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  .sell  and  convey  the  bal- 
ance of  the  lands  reserved  and  granted  to  said  State 
for  the  use  of  the  Ohio  Saline.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  that  the  House  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  business  on  the  Speaker's 
table.     Disagreed  to. 

Mr.  EVANS,of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public;  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  of 
the  House  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
raise  for  a  limited  time  an  additional  military  force, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  February  11, 
1847,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House,  with 
the  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  E.  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and 
that  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  inquired  of  the  Chair 
upon  what  question  the  sense  of  the  House  could 
be  tested  on  this  bill. 

The  SPEAF<;E[1  replied,  that  if  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  failed,  tiie  question  would  then  be 
on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill. 

The  question  being  taken  on  laying  on  the  table, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
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Mr.  POLLOCK  moved,  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  desired  that  this  ques- 
tion should  be  brought  before  the  House  during 
the  present  session  of  Congress ,  It  had  been  sug- 
gested to  him,  that  if  this  reference  were  made,  the 
bill  might  not  again  be  reached.  He  trusted,  how- 
ever, that  it  would  be,  and  he  should  then  give  his 
reasons  why  the  bill  ought  to  pass,  and  should 
endeavor  to  show  that  it  would  not  only  redound 
to  the  honor  of  the  General  Government,  but  to 
the  benefit  of  those  widows  and  orphans  whose 
husbands  and  fathers  had  poured  out  their  blood 
upon  the  battle-fields  of  Mexico.  It  was  a  bill 
that  should  receive  the  favorable  consideration  of 
the  House. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  the  bill  was  referred. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  made  adverse  reports  on  the 
petitions  of  George  F.  Bloom  and  Henry  S.  Bloom, 
and  of  Martin  Sled,  Mary  King,  Tottenger  Schne- 
bel,  Allen  Sink,  Joseph  Porterfield,  and  Henry 
Keeton.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S. 
Conger.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  ST.  JOHN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  an  adverse  report 
on  the  petition  of  Mary  Matthews  Nowland.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr,  LINCOLN,  from  the  ,^ame  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  authorizing  postmasters  at  county 
seats  of  justice  to  receive  subscriptions  for  news- 
papers and  periodicals,  to  be  paid  through  the 
agency  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  for  other 
purposes.     Read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a  joint 
resolution  for  the  relief  of  H.  M.  Barney.  Read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the 
Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jones  and  Boker,  re- 
ported the  same  back  to  the  House  with  an  amend- 
ment.    Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a  bill 
to  revive  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  horses  and  other  property  lost  or 
destroyed  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,"  approved  January  18,  1837,  and  the  acts 
approved  October  14,  1837,  and  August  23,  1842, 
amendatory  of  the  same,  reported  it  back  to  the 
Flouse  without  amendment.     Committed. 

Also,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
regulate  the  proceedings  in  the  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed 
August  8,  1846.  The  bill  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time. 

Mr.  I.  asked  that  the  bill  might  be  put  upon  its 
passage. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  IN- 
GERSOLL, WHITE,  and  DUER— 

Mr,  JENKINS  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.     Disagreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence, 

Mr.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  bills  to  abolish  the  use  of  certain  oaths  at 
the  custom-houses  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes,  and  to  abolish  public  executions 
in  certain  cases.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of 
Alexander  Hunter,  marshal  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia.    Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  IVERSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Captain  Samuel  Jones, 
deceased.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  OUTLAW,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Joseph  Savage,  deceased.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OUTLAW,  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Claims  was  discharged  from  the 


consideration  of  the  petition  of  William  Champlin. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr,  BUTLER,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported bills  for  the  relief  of  George  A.  Barnitz, 
husband  of  Margaret  Barnitz,  the  only  surviving 
heir  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  David  Grier,  of  the 
army  of  the  Revolution,  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  issue  a  duplicate  of  land  warrant  No. 
1,469,  which  originally  issued  in  favor  of  Adam 
Hart,  February  3, 1829;  which  bills  were  severally- 
read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an  ad- 
verse report  on  the  petition  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Lieutenant  George  Brent.  Laid  on  the 
table, 

Mr,  MORRIS,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Nathan  Beard. 
Laid  on  the  table, 

Mr.  RUMSEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  an  adverse  leport  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Wil- 
liam Marshal,     Laid  on  the  table, 

Mr.  HARMANSON,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  D.  Cald- 
well, wi'e  of  James  H.  Bingham;  for  the  relief  of 
Edna  Hickman,  wife  of  Alexander  D,  Peck;  and 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Wood,  deceased; 
which  bills  were  severally  read  and  referred. 

Mr.  WICK,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
William  McFarland,  deceased.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOTTS,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  consid- 
eration of  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  In- 
diana, in  relation  to  the  compensation  of  the  adju- 
tant general  of  said  State  ;  from  the  petition  of 
James  S.  Abel,  asking  Congress  to  increase  the 
pay  of  military  storekeepers;  from  the  petition  of 
citizens  of  Alleghany  county,  Pennsylvania,  for  a 
law  to  place  the  ordnance  men  of  the  United  States 
army  on  the  same  footing  with  the  other  soldiers 
of  the  regular  army,  so  far  as  bounty  land  and 
pensions  arc  concerned;  and  from  the  petition  of 
citizens  of  Cumberland  county,  Pennsylvania,  for 
an  increase  in  the  compensation  to  ordnance  ser- 
geants; and  they  were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOYD,  the  same  committee 
was  discharged  from  the  petition  of  Anthony  Drane, 
late  a  captain  of  the  United  States  army.  Laid  on 
the  table, 

Mr.  STANTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Gregg.     Laid  on  the  table, 

Mr.  WHri'E,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  J.  Young,  a  com- 
mander in  the  United  States  navy.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Wm.  M.  Blackford,  late  charge  d'affaires  to  New 
Grenada.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr,  S,  LAWRENCE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  tlie  re- 
lief of  Francis  Hutinach.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  SILVESTER,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Dolly 
Tracy,  widow  of  Solomon  Tracy.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr,  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  to  which  was  referred  Senate  bills  for  the 
relief  of  Fernando  Fellany  and  for  the  relief  of  Pe- 
ter Engils,  senior,  reported  the  same  back  without 
amendment.     Committed, 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Eliza  S.  Roberts,  widow  of  Lieut. 
Moses  A.  Roberts,  deceased.  Read  and  commit- 
ted. 

Mr.  FRIES,  from  the  same  committee,  made  ad- 
verse reports  on  the  petitions  of  John  Whitmore, 
James  Burns,  Samuel  Dickson,  and  Rachel  Salts. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  W.  T,  LAWRENCE,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Morton, 
and  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Johnson,  Read  and 
committed, 

Mr.  HENLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents, 
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reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hamilton  Lapham; 
and  Mr.  H.  asked  tlmi  the  bill  be  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

Mr.  SAWYER  moved  to  commit  the  bill. 

After  a  short  discussion  by  Messrs.  flENLEY, 
SAWYER,  PUTNAM,  and  FARRELLY,  the 
bill  was  committed. 

Mr.  HENLEY,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  authorize  the  Commissioner  of 
Patents  to  renew  the  patent  of  Cyrus  McCormick 
for  his  horizontal  plough.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  presented  the  resolutions  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Rhode  Island,  requesting 
their  Senators  and  Representatives  to  oppose  tlie 
laying  a  duty  on  tea  and  colTee. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  in  favor  of  bringing  the 
war  with  Mexico  to  a  close,     Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SIMS', 

Reaolvcil,  That  tin;  Committor  on  Commerce  be  instruct- 
ed to  inq:nr('.  into  tiie  expediency  of  establishinf;  a  port  of 
entry  at  IJucltsvills,  on  tlie  VVaccaraaw  river,  in  tiie  di.-trict 
of  Horry,  Soutli  Carolina. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TOOMBS,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1849,  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  VAN  DYKE  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  affirming  the  declara- 
tion of  the  sentiments  of  the  Chicago  Convention, 
held  in  July,  1847,  upon  the  improvement  of  rivers 
and  harbors.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill 
requiring  ail  moneys  receivable  from  customs  and 
from  all  other  sources  to  be  paid  immediately  into 
the  treasury  without  abatement  or  deduction,  and 
for  other  purposes,  reported  the  same  back  to  the 
House  without  ani^ndment.     Committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POLLOCK,  it  was  made  the 
special  order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  POLLOCK,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution,  which  was  read 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  L.inds  he  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealini;  so  much 
of  the  existing  laws  relatin;;  to  the  public  lands  as  requires 
all  patents  issued  from  the  General  Land  Olfice  to  he  signed 
by  the  Tresidtnt  of  the  United  States;  and  also,  so  much  of 
said  laws  as  authorize  the  Presiilent  to  api)oint  a  secretary 
to  sign  said  patents.  Also,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  said  laws  so  as  to  re(|uire  all  patents  for  public 
lands  to  be  signed  by  the  Commissioner,  and  counteisigned 
by  the  Kr-cordcr,  of  the  General  Land  Oliice,  or  to  be  exe- 
cuted andi.-isued  in  such  manni-ras  will  be  most  compatible 
with  the  public  interest,  without  the  signalurc  of  the  Presi- 
dent, unci  as  will  avoid  unnecessary  i:lelay  in  the  issuing 
thereof. 

Mr.  DUNN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  Milam;  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  P.  Graham;  for  tlie  payment 
of  a  debt  due  to  the  heirs  of  Antoine  Peltier;  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Nicholas  Lachaiice  and 
others;  which  bills  were  read  and  committed. 

Also,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 
Benjamin  Sawyer. 

Mr.  CROVVELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  John  Har- 
ris, Captain  W.  J.  Heady,  Hiram  Hall,  and  S.  H. 
Zink.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FLOURNOY,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Christopher  H.  Pix, 
of  Texas.     Read  and  committed. 

Also,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 
Nathaniel  Cox.     Laid  on  the  table. 

RIVER  AND  HARBOR  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  that  the  House  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  business  on  the 
Speaker's  talile.     Agreed  to. 

The  first  subject  taken  up,  was  the  message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  returning  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  the  bill  to  provide  for 
continuing  certain  works  in  the  Territory  of  Wi.s- 
consin,  and  for  other  pur|)oscs,  with  his  objections 
for  withholding  his  apfirobation  of  the  same— on 
which  two  questions  were  pending,  viz:  Mr.  Wknt- 
worth's  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  Mr.  Vinton's  motion  to  refer  to  a  select 
committee. 

Mr.  VLVTON  withdrew  his  motion  to  refer  to 
a  select  committee,  and  tlie  question  recurred  on 
the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  that 
prior  to  taking  up  the  subject  which  he  intended 


to  discuss  at  the  present  time,  it  might  not  be 
inappro]n-iate  to  submit  a  few  remarks,  and  they 
should  be  very  few,  on  a  suljject  intimately  con- 
nected with  the  making  of  appropriations  for  the 
imiH'ovement  of  rivers  and  harbors.  He  referred 
to  the  question  of  the  tariff.  He  should  not  now 
go  at  length  into  the  discussion  of  that  question, 
because  it  had  been  already  ably  discussed  by 
several  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  and  particularly 
by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Stewart  was  understood 
by  the  allusion.]  But  the  district  which  he  had 
the  honor  to  represent  on  this  floor  was  deeply 
interested  in  tlie  question  of  the  protection  of 
American  labor  and  American  capital.  They  be- 
lieve that,  notwithstanding  the  boasted  benefits 
of  the  tariff  «f  1846,  the  old-fashioned  American 
Whig  tariff  of  1842  was  best  calculated  to  promote 
their  interest  and  the  interests  of  the  whole  coun- 
try; and,  accordingly,  at  a  recent  county  conven- 
tion held  in  the  county  of  Alleghany,  resolutions 
were  passed  calling  on  Congress  to  repeal  the  tariff 
of  184G  and  restore  the  tariff  of  1842.  He  regret- 
ted that  he  had  not  the  paper  before  him  containing 
those  resolutions,  for  he  should  cheerfully  submit 
them  to  the  consideration  of  the  House.  He  was 
not  ashamed  of  the  contents  of  those  resolutions, 
for  he  most  cheerfully  and  cordially  concurred  with 
the  sentiments  expressed  in  them.  He  believed  the 
tariff  of  1846  ought  to  be  repealed,  and  the  tariff  of 
1842  restored;  and  he  hoped  the  appropriate  com- 
mittee would  bring  in  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  and 
that  the  House  would  be  brought  to  a  direct  vote 
upon  it  in  a  short  time.  He  believed  it  was  due 
to  the  interests  of  the  country,  and  to  its  industry, 
that  that  odious  free-trade  Bi-itish  act  should  be 
repealed  and  an  American  tariff  restored. 

Mr.  BEDINGER  rose  and  said  the  question,  as 
he  understood  it,  was  on  the  veto  message  of  the 
President  in  relation  to  improvement  of  rivers  and 
harbors;  but  the  gentleman  was  discussing  the 
tariff.  Now,  he  asked  if  the  gentleman  was  in 
order.' 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
gentleman  was  not  out  of  order. 
"  Mr.  I-IAMPTON  said,  if  they  proceeded  to  make 
appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  rivers  and 
harbors,  it  would  be  necessary  to  look  to  the  reve- 
nue whence  the  means  to  make  the  expenditures 
for  that  purpose  must  be  derived.  That,  therefore, 
was  a  question  affecting  the  tariff,  as  the  means  of 
creating  a  revenue,  and  he  should  proceed,  being 
perfectly  in  order,  to  express  his  opinion  that  the 
tariff  act  of  1842,  if  it  were  substituted  for  the  act 
of  1846,  would  furnish  ample  means  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

He  did  not  propose  to  go  into  a  discussion  of 
the  details  of  that  bill;  but,  as  a  member  of  the 
Whig  side  of  the  House,  he  wished  to  take  up  the 
glove  which  was  thrown  down  some  time  since  by 
a  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  from 
the  city  of  New  York,  [Mr.  Nicoll,]  who  asked  if 
the  Whig  members  of  this  House  would  have  the 
boldness  to  meet  them  on  the  question  of  protection 
or  free  trade.'  For  one,  (and  he  was  not  autho- 
rized to  speak  for  his  brethren,)  he  was  ready,  on 
his  own  behalf,  and  in  the  name  of  his  constitu- 
ents, to  meet  them  there  or  elsewhere  on  the  ques- 
tion of  American  industry,  or  the  odious  system, 
the  humbug  of  free  trade.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  stated  that,  as  between  the  question  of 
protection  and  direct  taxation,  he  was  in  favor  of 
the  latter.  In  so  many  words,  he  was  in  favor  of 
direct  taxation.  Now,  (said  Mr.  H.,)  I  take  issue 
with  that  gentleman  for  myself  and  my  constitu- 
ents; and  I  may  safely  say  for  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  that  on  the 
question  of  protection  or  direct  taxation,  they  will 
find  Pennsylvania  where  they  have  not  found  her 
very  lately.  She  will  be  found  on  the  side  of  fu-o- 
tection,  for  it  is  her  own  interest;  she  will  be  found 
on  the  side  of  protection;  for  the  lal;or  of  her  own 
citizens  in  opposition  to  the  pauper  labor  of  Great 
Britain.  The  people  that  I  have  the  honor  to  vrp- 
resent  have  been  taxed  until  they  are  unable  to  bear 
taxation  any  longer.  But  what  will  be  the  effect 
of  a  system  of  direct  taxation  on  her.'  Why,  if 
the  revenues  of  this  Government  are  to  be  raised 
by  a  direct  tax,  her  proportion  of  the  amount  will 
be  some  six  millions  of  dollars,  which  she  must 
raise  by  direct  taxes  on  her  citizens. 

But,  sir,  I  did  not  rise  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
cussing this  question.  I  propose  to  discuss,  for  a 
short  lime,  with  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  the 
question  of  appropriations  for  the  improvement  of 


rivers  and  harbors.  On  that  subject,  sir,  I  shall 
spend  a  few  minutes,  and  but  a  few,  on  the  ques- 
tion of  its  constitutionality.  That  has  been  denied 
by  the  President  in  his  message;  and  I  regret  that 
I  have  neither  the  time  nor  the  ability  to  take  up 
that  message,  item  by  item,  and  examine  and  re- 
fute it,  as  I  would  do,  high  as  the  authority  that 
asserts  the  doctrines  which  it  contains  may  be. 
The  argument  of  the  President  is,  that  it  is  uncon- 
stitutional to  make  appropriations  for  the  improve- 
ment of  harbors  and  rivers.  But  I  presume  I  need 
not  go  into  a  discussion  of  that  question  at  all,  for 
this  House  has  vetoed  the  President's  veto  itself. 
We  have  already  passed  on  tliat  question,  and  I 
doubt  not  a  large  and  overwhelming  majority  of 
this  House  is  reiidy  at  any  time  to  decide  it  con- 
stitutional to  make  appropriations  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

But,  sir,  I  propose  to  submit  a  few  remarks  on 
that  subject  before  I  proceed  to  the  discussion  of 
the  propriety  of  making  appropriations  for  olijects 
of  the  kind  contemplated.  Prior  to  the  formation 
9f  this  Union,  I  would  like  to  know  if  any  gentle- 
man will  deny  that  the  States  possessed  power  to 
make  appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  rivers 
and  harbors  within  their  respective  jurisdictions? 
Well,  if  tliey  ]50ssessed  that  power,  what  has  be- 
come of  it .'  Did  thejr  surrender  it  to  the  General 
Government,  or  did  they  retain  it,  or  is  it  lost.' 
One  of  these  three  propositions  must  be  true.  It 
is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  the  Slates  do  not  pos- 
sess it  without  the  authority  of  Congress.  The 
President  has  stated  in  his  message,  and  the  Con- 
stitution proved,  that  the  States  cannot  levy  a  duty 
on  tonnage  without  the  consent  of  Congress  for 
that  or  for  any  other  purpose.  Well,  if  the  States 
cannot  do  it  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  [ 
should  like  to  know  if  Congress  cannot  do  it  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  States.'  Does  the  Consti- 
tution provide  that  Congress  must  ask  the  States 
if  they  will  make  such  appropriations  for  purposes 
of  this  kind.'  Not  at  all.  Suppose  Congress 
should  refuse  to  grant  the  consent  of  which  the 
President  speaks:  Have  the  States  the  power  to 
levy  a  duty  on  tonnage.'  Where,  then,  is  the 
power  to  make  these  appropriations  and  to  levy 
this  duty  on  tonnage.'  It  is  nowhere.  No  power 
possesses  it,  if  Congress  refuses  its  consent;  for 
the  States  cannot  do  it  without  Congress,  and  Con- 
gress refuses  to  grant  its  consent.  But,  sir,  I  would 
like  for  a  moment  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution.  The  tenth 
section  provides  that — 

"  No  State  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  confed- 
eration ;  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal;  coin  money; 
emit  bills  of  credit ;  make  anything  but  gold  and  silver  coin 
a  tender  in  payment  of  debts;  pass  any  bill  of  attainder,  e.t 
post  facto  law,  or  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts, 
or  grant  any  title  of  nobility. 

"  No  state  shall,  withont  the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any 
imposts  or  duties  on  imports  or  e.-sports,  except  what  may 
be  absolutely  necessary  for  executing  its  inspection  laws;, 
and  the  net  produce  of  all  duties  and  imports,  laid  by  any 
State  on  imports  or  exports,  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  treas- 
ury of  the  United  States;  and  all  such  laws  shall  be  subject 
to  the  revision  and  control  of  the  Congress." 

Here  the  power  is  unconditional  and  unqualified. 
But  may  not  Congress  consent  that  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  or  Massachusetts,  or  South  Caro- 
lina, shall  make  her  own  tariff  in  her  own  way.' 
Unquestionably  it  may,  under  the  same  provisions 
of  the  Constitution  which  authorizes  Congress  to 
consent  that  States  may  levy  a  duty  on  tonnage. 
I  ask  gentlemen  why  they  single  out  the  duty  on 
tonnage,  when  that  suliject  is  but  one  of  many 
which  are  embraced  in  the  same  general  provisions.' 
The  clauses  of  the  Constitution  which  make  pro- 
vision on  the  subject  of"  imposts  or  duties  on  im- 
)iorts  and  exports"  also  provides  that  no  tonnage 
duty  shall  be  imposed  but  with  the  same  sanction 
of  Congress.     The  words  are: 

"  No  Slate  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any 
duty  oftonnage,  keep  troops  or  ships  of  war  in  time  of  peace, 
eiuer  into  any  agreement  or  conii)act  vviUi  another  Slate,  or 
w  iih  a  foreign  I'owiir,  or  engage  in  war,  unless  actually  in- 
vaded, or  in  such  imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of 
delay." 

Why,  then,  I  repeat,  are  we  called  upon  to  single 
out  one  particular  power  that  may  be  be  exercised 
by  States  with  the  consent  of  Congress,  leaving  all 
other  powers  to  be  exercised  by  Congress.'  Why, 
the  President  tells  you,  you  have  no  power  to  make 
appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  rivers  and 
harbors  with  one  breath,  and  with  the  next  he  tells 
you  that  you  have  that  power,  if  you  cliose  to  ex- 
ercise one  of  the  powers  granted  by  the  Constitu- 
tion with  the  consent  of  Congress.     Well,  how  is 
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this  matter?  Has  Congress  the  power  to  consent 
that  the  States  shall  levy  duties  on  tonnage,  and 
has  she  not  the  right  to  exercise  that  power  her- 
self? Has  Congress  the  power  to  declare  war? 
Undoubtedly  it  has.  But  has  it  the  power  to  con- 
sent that  a  State  may  wage  war  ?  Who  ever  heard 
it  pretended  for  a  moment  that  Congress  does  not 
possess  the  power  to  declare  war  and  to  keep  troops 
and  ships  in  time  of  peace?  Who  ever  heard  it 
doubted  for  a  mijraent  ?  And  yet  these  powers  are 
placed  in  the  same  category  with  that  of  levying 
duty  on  tonnage.  If  Congress  does  not  possess 
the  power  to  levy  a  duty  on  tonnage  and  to  improve 
harbors  and  rivers,  then  Congress  does  not  possess 
the  power  to  keep  ships  in  time  of  peace,  or  to  de- 
clare war;  and  perhaps  the  President  so  thought 
when  he  brought  on  this  Mexican  war  himself. 
Perhaps  !liat  was  the  reason  why  he  did  not  apply 
to  Congress  to  declare  war,  and,  Jackson-like, 
*'  took  the  responsibility." 

Now,  I  say,  we  sliould  either  exercise  this 
whole  power  in  a  judicious  manner,  for  the  good 
of  the  whole  people  of  these  United  States,  or  give 
back  to  the  various  States  the  power  on  these  dif- 
ferent subjects  which  they  possessed  before  the 
Union.  Will  you  split  up  these  powers,  and  ap- 
portion them  amongst  the  States?  It  is  impossi- 
ble.    You  cannot  do  it. 

But,  sir,  the  President  tells  us  further  that  we 
may  go  on  and  improve  rivers  and  harbors  by 
means  of  this  tonnage  duty.  I  ask  how  this  is  to 
be  done?  Here  is  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
instance:  how  is  she  to  improve  the  Ohio  river, 
which  is  beyond  her  borders?  Here  are  Pennsyl- 
vania, Virginia,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Illinois,  all 
interested  in  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  river. 
Suppose  Pennsylvania  were  permitted  by  law  to 
levy  a  duty  on  tonnage,  where  would  she  expend 
her  money?  How  is  the  Ohio  river  to  be  improved 
by  that?  Plere  is  the  State  of  Ohio  on  the  one 
side  and  Virginia  on  the  other.  We  are  told  that 
two  States  may  enter  into  an  agreement  for  that 
purpose;  but  they  cannot  do  it.  The  Constitution 
forbids  States  to  enter  into  any  compact.  "  No 
State  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  con- 
federation," is  the  language  of  the  Constitution. 
But,  if  you  remove  that  difficulty,  what  then?  If 
Ohio  agrees,  Virginia  may  disagree.  If  Kentucky 
consents,  Illinois  may  not  do  so.  How,  then,  are 
you  to  improve  your  iiarbors  and  rivers  ?  I  men- 
tion these  as  instances  to  show  the  difficulties 
which  present  themselves,  for  we  have  rivers  pass- 
ing through  many  States.  The  thing  is  impos- 
sible. 

Well,  sir,  if  you  have  no  power  to  improve  these 
rivers  and  harbors— if  you  have  no  power  to  re- 
move a  rock  or  a  sandbar  or  a  snag,  which,  in  the 
West,  are  known  as  "Polk  stalks" — I  should  like 
to  know  how  you  get  the  power  to  erect  light- 
houses, and  to  place  buoys  to  point  out  the  dangers 
of  navigation  on  the  seacoast,  and  to  put  up  marks 
for  the  guidance  of  mariners?  Where  do  you  de- 
rive your  power?  How  does  it  come  to  pass  that 
you  pass  laws  regulating  the  number  of  longboats 
and  steamboats,  and  give  tokens  or  signs  to  the 
boatmen  that  tliey  may  know  which  course  to  steer 
and  which  to  avoid  ?  Where  do  you  get  that  power  ? 
If  you  have  no  control  over  the  western  rivers  at 
all — if  you  have  no  power  to  improve  them,  where 
do  you  get  your  power  to  erect  custom-houses, 
and  take  money  from  the  pockets  of  the  steamboat 
owners  before  you  allow  them  to  sail  on  those 
rivers?  or  to  legislate  at  all  on  the  subject  of  steam- 
boat navigation,  imposing  heavy  penalties  for  not 
having  longboats,  water-buckets,  lights,  &c.  ?  In 
my  city  of  Pittsburg  the  President  appoints  cus- 
tom-house officers,  and  there  he  takes  money  for 
licenses  for  boats  to  run  on  the  river,  and  inspec- 
tors of  engines.  But  this  is  not  regulating  com- 
merce in  the  sense  contended  for  by  the  President. 
Pie  takes  money  for  a  license  to  run  upon  that 
river,  over  which  he  says  he  has  no  control.  I 
should  like  to  know  what  right  he  has  to  send 
custom-house  officers  tliere  to  take  our  money,  if 
he  has  no  business  there — if  lie  has  no  control 
over  them  whatever.  What  right  have  you  to  col- 
lect duties  from  our  owners  of  steamboats,  and  put 
it  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  if  those 
rivers  are  exclusively  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
States,  and  if  Congress  has  no  control  over  them  ? 
That  right  is  founded  alone  on  tlie  assumption  that 
these  rivers  are  great  national  highways,  open  to 
all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  As  far  back 
as  1787  it  was  expressly  declared,  by  an  ordinance 


of  Congress,  that  all  these  western  rivers — the 
Mississippi  and  all  its  tributary  streams — are  pub- 
lic highways,  and  free  and  open  to  all  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  Its  language  is,  that  "  the  navi- 
gable waters  leading  into  the  Mississippi  and  St. 
Lawrence,  and  the  carrying  places  ijetween  the 
same,  shall  be  common  highways."  Now,  if  the 
General  Government  has  power  to  declare  that 
these  streams  are  public  highways,  and  that  all 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  have  the  right  to 
pass  and  repass  upon  them,  I  should  like  to  know 
if  it  has  not  committed  itself  to  keep  these  public 
highways  in  repair?  It  is  that  fact  that  enables  the 
General  Government  to  take  toll  on  these  waters, 
to  erect  custom-houses,  and  to  receive  money  for 
licenses.  It  is  because  they  have  declared  them  to 
be  highways,  free  and  open  for  all  the  citizens  of 
these  United  States.  And  as  the  States  have  sur- 
rendered their  power  to  the  General  Government, 
it  is  bound  in  good  faith  to  carry  out  the  power  for 
the  general  good  of  the  whole. 

But  the  friends  of  these  improvements,  sir,  have 
been  charged  with  a  violation  of  the  Constitution. 
We  have  been  told,  that  Congress  has  no  power 
to  make  appropriations  for  such  improvements. 
From  whom  does  that  allegation  come?  Prom  the 
President  of  the  United  States  and  his  party.  Not 
all  his  party,  sir;  for  a  portion  at  least  of  them  who 
occupy  seats  on  this  floor,  have  come  up  and  sus- 
tained the  right  of  Congress  to  make  these  appro- 
priations. The  President  talks  about  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution.  In  one  of  the  closing 
paragraphs  of  his  celebrated  veto  message,  he 
says  : 

"  In  the  meantime,  T  deem  it  proper  to  add,  that  the  in- 
vestigation fif  tliis  suliject  has  impressed  me  more  strongly 
than  ever  with  the  solemn  conviction  that  the  usefulness  ancl 
permanency  of  this  Government,  and  the  happiness  of  the 
millions  over  whom  it  spreads  its  protection,  will  be  best 
promoted  by  carefully  abstaining  from  the  exercise  of  all 
powers  not  clearly  granted  by  the  Constitution." 

Yes,  sir,  "  carefully  abstaining  from  the  exercise 
of  all  powers  not  clearly  granted  by  the  Constitu- 
tion!" That  all  sounds  very  well,  sir.  If  the 
President's  practice  was  only  in  accordance  with 
his  faith,  he  would  be  an  exemplary  statesman, 
indeed.  But  I  would  like  to  propound  to  his  Ex- 
cellency two  or  three  questions  on  this  subject.  I 
would  like  to  know  in  what  clause  of  tlie  Consti- 
tution he  finds  power  to  annex  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment to  this  Union  ?  I  would  like  to  know  in  what 
part  of  the  Constitution  he  finds  power  to  extend 
our  laws  over  China?  And  yet  he  recommended 
in  his  annual  message,  that  our  laws  should  be 
extended  over  a  portion  of  China.  The  President 
would  confer  an  obligation  on  me  and  on  this 
House,  if,  under  his  rule  of  strict  construction,  he 
would  point  out  the  section  and  paragraph  of  the 
Constitution  whence  he  derives  that  power.  I 
would  like  to  know,  too,  whence  he  derives  his 
power  to  authorize  a  survey  of  the  Dead  Sea?  1 
would  like  to  know  whence  he  derives  his  power, 
after  he  has  conquered  by  the  arms  of  this  Union 
a  neighboring  republic,  or  even  portions  of  its 
territory,  to  establish  a  system  of  civil  government 
there?  Yet,  sir,  by  a  single  dash  of  the  same  pen 
that  wrote  the  passage  which  I  have  just  read,  our 
revenue  laws  are  extended  over  the  Republic  of 
Mexico.  I  should  like  exceedingly  well  to  hear 
from  the  President,  or  from  some  friend  of  his  on 
this  floor,  whence  the  President  derives  his  pov/er 
to  establish  a  system  of  civil  government  in  New 
Mexico,  or  California,  or  Tamaulipas,  or  Coa- 
huila,  or  Santa  Fe,  or  to  authorize  a  survey  of  the 
Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec?  What  is  the  object  of 
the  survey  of  that  isthmus  ?  Why,  says  a  gentle- 
man near  me,  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
canal  or  a  railroad.     I  suppose  it  will  be  a  canal. 

So,  then,  the  President  derives  power  from  the 
Constitution  to  go  into  the  territory  of  a  sister  re- 
public and  conquer  it,  and  then  go  to  work  to  make 
canals  there,  while  we  are  told  we  have  not  power 
to  improve  the  great  highways  that  nature  has 
made  in  this  country,  and  which  are  laid  down  on 
our  maps.  Why,  it  would  seem  from  this  hasty 
review  of  the  subject  that  the  Constitution  was 
made  for  the  benefit  of  foreign  nations,  and  not  of 
this  country.  Everything  that  tends  to  benefit  the 
people  of  this  country  is  unconstitutional,  while  all 
that  is  calculated  to  benefit  foreign  trade  and  for- 
eign nations  is  perfectly  constitutional.  When  our 
forefathers  framed  this  sacred  instrument  they  were 
egregiously  in  error,  if  this  construction  is  true. 
They  thought  they  were  adopting  a  form  of  con- 
stitution which  would  be  beneficial  to  the  people  of 


this  country.  That  opinion  was  shadowed  forth 
in  the  preamble  :  "  We,  the  people  of  the  United 
'  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect  union, 
'  establish  justice, ensure  domestic  tranquillity, pro- 
'  vide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the  general 
'  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  our- 
'  selves  and  our  posterity,  do  ordain  and  establish 
'  this  Constitution  for  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
'rica."  Butthat  was  all  a  mistake  and  a  delusion. 
Our  forefluhers  were  making  and  establishing  a 
constitution  for  the  benefit  of" foreign  nations,  and 
for  the  welfare  of  other  countries. 

Mr.  H.  went  on  to  inquire  if  it  was  possible  that 
such  an  instrument  could  have  been  framed  by  the 
makers  of  the  Constitution,  and  by  any  fair  inter- 
pretation be  susceptible  of  being  so  perverted. 

Gentlemen  may  talk  about  the  Constitution  as 
much  as  they  will,  but,  as  was  not  inappropriately 
said  in  jest  by  the  gentleman  from  Nortli  Carolina, 

[Mr.  ,]  you  have  no  Constitution.     Has 

the  Constitution  ever  stood  in  the  way  of  the  party 
now  in  power?  Has  it  prevented  anytliing  which 
the  President  and  his  parasites  have  thought  proper 
to  carry  out  ?  All  power  is  now  vested  in  the  domi- 
nant party ;  and  so  long  as  that  party  shall  continue 
to  reign,  whatever  does  not  square  with  the  views 
and  purposes  of  the  party  is  unconstitutional; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  whatever  they  wish  to 
accomplish,  be  it  what  it  may,  is  all  perfectly  con- 
stitutional. All  the  powers  of  this  Government 
are  rapidly  concentrating  in  the  person  of  the  Pres- 
ident. Gentlemen  talk  about  the  Baltimore  reso- 
lutions, and  about  not  paralyzing  the  will  of  the 
people;  but  what  is  it  that  the  President  can  ask 
that  he  has  not  always  got,  so  long  as  he  had  a 
majority  in  this  Plouse?  What  great  measure, 
whether  of  a  financial  or  of  any  other  kind,  has  not 
been  first  originated  by  the  President  or  by  one  of 
the  heads  of  department  who  have  been  selected  to 
do  his  pleasure?  I  detest,  I  abominate  and  abhor 
this  one-man  power.  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  a 
consolidated  government.  What  honeyed  lan- 
guage do  we  not  hear  on  this  subject  from  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  !  How  eloquently  they  can 
declaim  against  the  threatening  dangers  of  aconsol- 
idated  government;  yet  what  else  is  our  Govern- 
ment at  this  hour?  AH  power,  the  whole  Govern- 
ment, is  now  virtually  in  the  President,  and  he 
wields  and  exercises  it  just  as  he  pleases.  Let  a 
man  have  the  boldness  to  differ  from  his  views,  and 
let  him  have  the  temerity  to  avow  that  difference 
on  this  floor,  and  he  is  denounced  in  the  "  Union" 
before  the  next  twenty-four  hours.  Forthwith  he 
must  walk  the  plank.  He  had  but  one  alternative, 
either  to  stand  on  the  platform  with  the  Executive 
or  to  be  pushed  into  the  sea.  And  that  is  not  con- 
solidation !  Certainly  not:  consolidation?  not  at 
all.  Measures  are  willed  by  the  President,  and 
the  President  is  elected  by  the  people;  ergo,  what- 
ever measures  he  wishes  are  the  measures  of  the 
people,  and  his  will  is  the  will  of  the  people.  That 
is  the  argument.  But  I  go  for  a  truly  popular  Gov- 
ernment; by  which  I  mean  aGovernment  in  which 
all  great  measures  of  public  policy  originate  with 
the  people  themselves. 

But  time  will  not  allow  me  to  dwell  longer  on 
this  question  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  bill. 
Suffer  me  on  this  point  to  read  a  short  extract  from 
a  letter  addressed  by  a  very  distinguished  gentle- 
man, to  whom  I  presume  gentlemen  will  not  object 
as  a  high  constitutional  authority.  I  refer  to  the 
letter  of  Colonel  Benton.  What  does  he  say?  I 
will  read  it  for  the  benefit  of  our  friends  over  the 
way: 

"The  lake  and  river  navigation  of  the  great  West,  to  pro- 
mote which  tlie  Convention  is  called,  very  early  had  <i 
sliare  of  my  attention,  and  I  never  had  a  doubt  of  tlie  con- 
stitutionality or  expediency  of  bringing  that  navigation 
within  tlie  circle  of  intprnal  improvement  by  the  Federal 
Government,  when  the  object  to  be  improved  should  be  one 
of  general  and  national  imporlance." 

A  Voice  :  "  That  will  not  be  admitted  as  good 
authority  now." 

Mr.  H.  Possibly  it  may  not  be  now:  for  they 
change  their  principles  so  often,  that  one  can 
scarcely  tell  what  they  are:  it  once  was  good  au- 
thority. 

I  propose  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  importance,  necessity,  and  propriety  of  ap- 
propriating money,  and  that  ivith  no  stinted  hand, 
but  to  an  extent  commensurate  with  the  magni- 
tude of  the  great  interests  involved,  to  the  improve- 
ment of  our  western  rivers. 

I  shall  be  forced  to  confine  my  attention  to  some 
of  the  great  points  in  the  Mississippi  valley,  and 
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unwillingly  to  omit  a  reference  to  the  trade  of  the 
great  lakes,  and  the  propriety  of  improving  the 
lake  harbors.  Other  gentlemen  who  will  follow 
me  will  do  ample  justice  to  that  suliject.  If  I  say 
nothing  now  on  that  part  of  the  subject,  it  is  not 
because  I  do  not  most  ardently  desire  to  see  those 
great  interests  regarded  and  provided  for  as  they 
deserve  to  be;  but  my  time  is  limited,  and  I  fear 
I  shall  not  have  opportunity  to  say  half  I  desired 
and  intended.  I  refer  gentlemen  on  that  subject 
to  the  report  of  the  Chicago  Convention,  and  to  the 
official  survey  of  the  lakes  by  our  topographical 
engineers  submitted  during  this  present  session. 

What  is  the  extent  of  the  great  JVIississippi  val- 
ley ? 

It  is  a  vast  fertile  valley  extending  from  the 
sources  of  the  Mississippi  in  the  north,  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  in  the  south,  and  from  the  Alleghany 
Mountains  in  the  east,  to  the  Rocky  Mountains  in 
the  west. 

But  yesterday,  this  vast  region  was  an  unbroken 
■wilderness;  now  it  embraces  eleven  entire  States, 
with  parts  of  two  others,  and  two  Territories.  It 
contains  about  1,200,1)00  square  miles, or  768,000,- 
000  of  acres — more  than  ten  times  as  large  as  the 
kingdom  of  Great  Britain — containing  a  population 
of  nearly  12,000,000,  equal  to  that  of  all  the  Atlan- 
tic States,  and  nearly  e  ual  to  one-half  the  popula- 
tion of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain — that  being 
27,830,105. 

Cast  your  eyes  into  the  future  for  a  period  of 
only  sixty  years,  and  suppose  the  population  to 
increase  in  the  same  ratio  of  the  past  sixty  years, 
(doubling  every  ten  years,)  at  the  end  of  that  pe- 
riod you  would  see  spread  over  this  fertile  valley, 
if  capable  of  sustaining  them,  more  than  six  hun- 
dred millions  of  human  beings!  Make  every  rea- 
sonable deduction  in  this  calculation,  and  your 
children  now  living  will  see  the  population  of  this 
valley  equal  at  least  to  that  of  the  whole  of  Eu- 
rope. "  Europe  comprises  61  independent  States, 
'  of  these  3  are  empires,  16  kingdoms,  7  grand 
•  duchies,  1  electorate,  11  duchie-s,  1  landgravate, 
'  Jl  principalities,  1  lordship,  1  ecclesiastical  state, 
'and  9  republics."  The  population  of  the  whole 
is  aljout  two  hundred  and  forty  millions. 

What  is  the  length  of  the  navigable  and  of  the 
boatable  rivers  in  this  great  valley.'  On  this  sub- 
ject permit  me  to  quote  from  the  same  authority 
and  from  the  same  document.  I  mean  Colonel 
Benton's  letter  to  the  Chicago  Convention: 

"  Many  years  aso  the  late  Governor  Clarke  and  myself 
undertiiok  co  calculate  the  extent  of  the  l)oatal)le  vvaK^r  in 
the  vaUi'.y  of  the  Mississippi :  we  made  it  about  .lOjOnO  miles, 
of  which  30,000  were  couiputed  to  unite  ahove  St.  Lnuis, 
and  -JOjOOO  lielow.  Of  course,  we  counted  all  tlie  infant 
streams  on  which  a  flat,  a  keel,  or  a  batteau  could  be  float- 
ed, and  justly;  for  every  tributary,  of  the  humblest  boatable 
character,  helps  to  swell  not  only  the  volume  of  the  central 
waters,  but  of  the  commerce  upon  them." 

An  official  report  states  the  length  of  streams 
navigable  by  steamboats  at  16,000  miles.  The 
navigation  of  these  "  inland  seas,"  these  mighty 
rivers,  is  obstructed  by  rocks,  snags,  sand-bars, 
and  falls.  They  need  the  fostering  hand  of  Gov- 
ernment to  make  them,  what  nature  designed  them 
to  be,  the  great  arteries  of  this  immense  region  of 
country,  along  which  shall  flow,  fi-ee  and  unob- 
Btructed,  its  commerce,  its  agricultural  products, 
its  minerals,  and  its  manufactures. 

^  We  invoke  the  fostering  hand  of  the  General 
Government  to  improve  the  navigation  of  these 
great  national  highways,  and  thus  increase  the 
fticility  of  bringing  the  aijricultural  products  of  the 
country  to  a  market.  We  have  not  the  vast  ad- 
vantaijes  enjoyed  by  our  brethren  on  the  Atlantic 
or  rin  the  Gulf.  We  arc  shut  in  between  two  vast 
chitins  of  mountains;  but  we  believe  our  Govern- 
ment has  the  power  to  confer  on  us  a  benefit  so 
greatly  needed,  and  we  call  on  it  to  exert  that 
power  for  good. 

And  here  let  me  invite  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  increase  of  the  commerce  and  agricul- 
ture of  this  great  valley,  exhibiting  a  growth  as 
astonishing  and  almost  incredible  as  that  of  its 
navigation. 

The  first  vessel  which  navigated  our  streams 
wa.s  the  frail  Indian  canoe,  constructed  of  bark. 
This  sort  of  vehicle  has  even  yet  scarcely  ceased; 
and,  though  the  Indian  war-whoop  has  scarcely 
died  in  the  bosom  of  our  forests,  liiese  rivers  arc 
already  covered  with  steamers  of  the  largest  size. 
Next  came  the  Mackinaw  bont,  carrying  from 
1,500  pounds  to  three  tons;  and  next  came  the 
keel-boat,  or  barge,  of  from  thirty  to  forty  tons. 


With  a  boat  of  this  description  from  three  to  four 
months  were  consumed  in  making  a  trip  from 
New  Orleans  to  St.  Louis.  In  1819  the  voyage 
occupied  a  steamboat  twenty-seven  days.  Now 
it  is  accomplished  in  less  than  four  days. 

The  annual  exports  from  the  lower  part  of  the 
Missis.sippi  valley  for  the  year  1802  amounted  to 
about  §2,160,000, and  the  imports  to  about  j^2, 500,- 
000.  For  the  year  1846  the  receipts  from  the  upper 
country  at  New  Orleans  amounted  to  $,77, 193,464. 
In  1817,  when  steam  was  first  introduced  upon  the 
Mississippi,  the  whole  commerce,  from  New  Or- 
leans to  the  upper  country,  was  transported  in 
abouttwenty  barges,  of  an  average  of  100  tons  each, 
and  making  one  trip  in  a  year.  The  number  of 
keel  boats  on  the  Ohio  was  about  160,  carrying 
thirty  tonseach.  The  whole  tonnage  was  estimated 
at  between  6,000  and  7,000  tons. 

In  1836  (a  period  of  nineteen  years)  the  number 
of  steamboats  on  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries 
was  230,  and  their  tonnage  39,000. 
In  18^0  the  number  of  steamboats  was  28.5 — tonnage  49.8no 

184-2 do do 430....  do....  90.000 

1843 do do 672....  do...  1.34,400 

1844 do do 68R do. .  .144,1.50 

1 84.5 do do 789. ...  do . .  .159.713 

184ri do do 1.190.... do... 249,050 

1847 do do  abou t .  .1,200 

The  value  of  the  property  transported  in  1847 
was — 

Western  produce  shipped  to  New  Orleans "|:84,912,810 

Produce  shipped  from  port  to  port  for  home 

consumiition 90,000,000 

Shipped  tlirouffh  Pittsburg  and  the  canals  for 

the  waters  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 8-1,000,000 


Total  value  of  produce  shipped ,'P58,91 2.810 


It  is  estimated  that  the  foreign  merchandise,  coin, 
bullion,  and  other  articles  received  in  exchange 
amount  to  the  same  sum.  The  value  of  the  prop- 
erty, then,  shipped  on  the  Mississippi  and  its  trib- 
utaries would  amount  in  one  year  to  the  sum  of 
say  ^500,000,000;  a  sum  far  exceeding  in  value  all 
our  commerce  with  foreign  nations. 

And  here  I  must  be  permitted  to  notice  particu- 
larly the  trade,  &c.  on  the  Ohio  river,  at  its  head, 
the  city  of  Pittsburg.  (For  this  I  am  indebted  to 
Mr.  Bingham:) 

Steamboats  belonsflns.  to  and  halt  at  the  port  of  Pittsburg,  as 
appears  by  the  books  of  the  collector. 

In  1844  there  were  built  and  enrolled  44 — tonnage  7,0.34 

1845 do 45....  do.... ,5.815 

1846 do .53 do 8,.394 

1847 do 55....do....9,.353 

197  30,596 

The  wliole  number  of  steamboats  belongino-  to 
the  port  of  Pittsbure,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1848, 
was  one  hundred  and  nine;  the  total  tonnage  of 
this  port  on  the  same  day  was  28,000  tons. 

The  cost  of  building  and  fitting  out  !>;teamboats 
on  the  western  rivers  averages  ;J80  per  ton.  Hence 
the  original  cost  of  the  tonnage  of  this  port,  at  |180 
per  ton,  would  be  $2,240,000.' 

As  time  will  not  permit  me  to  go  through  all  the 
details,  I  must  content  myself  with  showing  the 
increase  of  trade  and  travel  by  contrast.  Thus, 
from  the  Ohio  river — 

In  181.3,  steamboat  arrivals,  1,707,  tonnage  165,317  tons. 

In  1847,  "  "  3,178,         "       .372,465     " 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  in  fotir  years  the  travel 
and  trade  on  the  river  has  been  doubled. 

To  carry  out  the  last  year  more  fully,  it  will  show 
the  following  result: 

Steamboat  arrivals 3,178       Tonnage.... 372,465 

"  departures.. 3,178  "  372,465 

744.930 
Add  one-third  over  custom-liouse  measurement. 248,310 
Flat  and  kcol-boat  arrivals  764,  tonnage 9r).730 


This  is  the  entire  tonnage  of  the  Ohio  river  land- 
ed at  the  port  of  Pittsburg. 

About  ten  millions  of  bushels  of  coal  from  the 
Monongahela  and  al)out  seventy-five  millions  of 
feet  of  lumber  from  the  Alleghany  river  descends 
the  Ohio  every  year. 

From  these  statistical  details,  which  rest  on  the 
highest  authority,  it  will  appear  that  the  internal 
commerce  of  our  groat  western  valley  amounts  in 
value  to  double  that  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  ihe 
country.  Yet  notwithstandin<j  ihis  well  anthenli- 
caled  (art,  while  we  send  aniba.«sadors,  charges, 
and  consuls  to  all  the  countries  of  the  world,  and 
rnainlain  flceis  in  every  sea;  while  we  spend  mil- 
lions on  millions  for  the  protection  of  foreign  com- 


merce, not  a  dollar  is  expended  to  aid  this  great 
commercial  interest  of  the  people  of  the  Mississippi 
valley.  We  do  not  complain  of  what  you  do  for 
the  foreign  commerce  of  the  country:  it  is  all  as  it 
should  be  :  what  we  complain  of,  and  jusily,  is 
that  we,  with  a  commerce  double  in  amount,  get 
not  a  dollar  for  ours. 

We  are  taxed  to  sustain  this  Government;  we 
fight  your  battles.  I  know  not  how  many  men  may 
have  gone  from  the  district  of  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Smith]  over  the  way,  but  I  do  know 
that  five  companies  were  mustered  in  the  county  of 
Alleghany  alone,  whose  numbers,  according  to  our 
latest  accounts,  have  dwindled  down  so  that  the 
average  diminution  averages  twenty-four  men  from 
each  company.  We  bear  your  burdens;  we  sus- 
tain your  armies;  we  pay  your  taxes;  and  all  we 
ask  in  return  is  thefostering  hand  of  our  own  Gov- 
ernment to  protect  so  vast  an  interest  as  I  have 
stated.  Nor  do  we  beg  this  as  a  favor.  No;  the 
West  asks  no  favors,  as  she  shrinks  from  no  re- 
sponsibilities.    We  demand  it  as  our  right. 

Mr.  Hampton's  hour  here  expired,  and  the  floor 
was  obtained  by — 

Mr.  SAWYER,  of  Ohio,  who  said  he  had  not 
risen  to  debate  the  bill, or  to  make  a  speech  on  that 
or  any  other  subject,  (not  even  the  Presidency.) 
He  thought  we  had  had  quite  enough  speeches  on 
the  subject;  the  subject  was  well  understood  on  all 
hands.  He  had  risen  to  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

After  a  brief  conversation  as  to  whether  the  pre- 
vious question  should  be  put  now  or  in  the  morn- 
ing, it  was  agreed,  as  the  hour  was  late,  to  defer  it 
till  to-morrow. 

And  thereupon,  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were 
presented  under  the  rule,  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  WHITE:  The  petition  of  D.  G.  Ganisey,  praying 
Congress  for  pay  for  services  during  the  war  with  Great 
Britain. 

By  Mr.  GAYLE  :  A  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Mobile, 
askinaan  appropriation  to  deepen  the  channel  of  Mobile  liay. 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri;  The  petition  of  William 
Gibson,  askins;  pay  for  certain  property  lost  while  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States.  Also,  a  petition  from  various 
citizens  from  the  State  of  Missouri,  askiiu!  a  grant  of  land 
to  the  Hannibal  and  Saint  Joseph  Railroad  Company. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas  :  The  petition  of  Joseph 
Je.«ter,  a  captured  volunteer,  praying  relief. 

By  Mr.  BOWI.IN  :  The  mimorialof  the  steamboat  agents 
of  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  asking  speedy  action  upon  some 
system  of  legislation  to  guard  against  tlie  recurrence  of  acci- 
dents in  steamboats. 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR:  The  petition  of  James  S.  MeGinnis, 
of  Ross  county,  Ohio,  piaying  that  he  may  be  paid  his  ac- 
count asaitist  the  United  States,  for  subsistence  furnished 
for  ninety-three  men  in  the  second  regiment  of  Ohio  volun- 
teers. 

By  Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  petition  of  C. 
Evans,  of  Pitt-bnrg,  Pennsylvania,  praying  Congress  to  pass 
a  law  authorizing  llie  Government  to  purchase  his  patent- 
right  for  the  prevention  of  explosions  of  steam-boilers. 

By  Mr.  CHAPMAN:  The  memorial  of  the  Corporation  of 
Georgetown,  upon  the  subject  of  the  navig:ition  of  the  Pn- 
toinac,  and  asking  and  appropriation  for  the  improvement  oF 
its  channel. 

By  Mr.  SILVESTER:  A  remonstrance  of  certain  inhab- 
itants of  Green  county,  New  York,  against  the  renewal  of 
the  patent  forrnerlv  granted  to  Jethro  Wood. 

By  Mr.  BLANCHARll :  The  petition  of  John  Dearment, 
of  Holidaysburg.  Penns\lvania,  praying  for  a  law  to  be  passed 
which  shall  empower  the  Postmaster  General  to  make  an 
allowance  to  Mr.  Dearmetit  on  his  contract  No.  1601. 

By  Mr.  MANN  :  The  Petition  of  Frederick  Taylor,  of 
Westmorehuid  county,  Pennsylvania,  a  soldier  in  the  late 
war  with  England,  praying  for  a  pension.  Also,  the  petition 
of  Henry  Neely,  of  Wn^tniorehiiid  county,  Poimsylvania,  a 
soldier  in  the  late  wai  w  iih  t^.ngland,  praying  for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  I'lLLSBUliV:  The  niemorial  of  citizens  of  the 
collection  district  of  Salnria,  Te.xas,  praying  the  removal  of 
the  custom-house  to  Decrow's  Point. 

By  Mr.  GlilNNKLL:  'I'he  petition  of  Barton  Ricketson, 
askiim  compensation  for  removing  wrecks  from  the  harbor 
formed  l>v  the  Delaware   Bri  akwater. 

Bv  Mr.' THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi  :  The  petition  ofW. 
H  Cleveland,, 1.  A.  Talbot,  N.  Holley,  J.  R.  Nixon,  and  J. 
EInii'r,  pra\  iii2  tlie  (4iniiL'c  of  the  custom-house  from  Sliielils- 
horoML'ti  Ici'Bilovi,  Mis>is>iptii. 

By  Mr.  STUART,  of  Mi(  higan  ;  The  petition  of  89  citi- 
zens of  Ionia  county,  Miehican,  for  the  removal  of  the  seat 
of  Government  of  "the  United  Stales  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Also,  Ihe  petition  of  citizens  of  St.  Joseph  county,  Mii  higan, 
and  viciiMlv,  for  an  increase  of  the  pay  of  the  postmaster  at 
l\lolteville,"in  said  county.  Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of 
Marshall,  Calhoun  county,  Michigan,  that  a  post  route  from 
that  place  to  Michigan,  the  capital  of  the  State,  via  Eaton 
Rapids,  be  established,  and  that  the  mail  be  transported 
Iheri'on  six  times  per  week. 

By  Mr.  CRANSTON  :  The  petition  of  the  American  In- 
suriinre  Company  and  other  citizens  of  Rlmdi'  Island,  mer- 
chants, ship  owners,  and  ship-masters,  prajini;  that  a  dol- 
phin be  placed  on  Long  Bed,  in  Providence  river.  Also,tho 
petition  of  Thomas  R.  Hazard  and  30>  other  citizens  of  the 
town  of  Newport  and  vicinity,  in  Ihe  State  o(  Uliode  Island 
against  the  furthur  prosccuUon  of  tha  war  atainiit  Mexico. 
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By  Mr  DUNCAN,  of  Ohio:  The  petition  of  citizens  of 
Delaware  county,  Ohio,  asking  the  estalilishineiit  of  a  post 
otiiee  at  Stratl'ord,  in  said  Delaware  county. 

By  Mr,  DUER:  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  residing  at  llie  port  of  Osivego,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  praying  for  an  appropriation  for  the  recon- 
struction of  the  piers  and  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at 
Oswego. 

By  Mr.  CROWEL.L:  The  petition  of  Thomas  H.  Good- 
win, Arad  Kent,  and  others,  citizens  of  Summit  county, 
Ohio,  remonstrating  against  the  passage  of  tlie  bill  renewing 
to  the  heirs  of  Jethro  Wood  the  patent  for  the  cast-iron 
plough,  for  various  reasons,  and  among  them  because  the 
said  Jethro  Wood  and  his  heirs  have  already  enjoyed  tlie 
patent  for  a  period  of  twenty-eight  years. 

PERSONAL,  EXPLANATION. 

Yesterday  morning,  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  Mr. 
Charles  Brown  asked  permission  of  the  House  to  make  a 
personal  e.tplanatton  ;  which  was  refused. 

It  is  understood  that  Mr.  Brown  desired  to  notice  a  para- 
graph in  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Levin,  as  reported  to  have  been 
delivered  yesterday,  which  was  not  spoken  by  hitu  in  debate. 
The  following  note  from  Mr.  Levin  will  fully  explain  the 
matter. 

Mr.  Brown  requests  us  to  say,  that  had  the  remarks  been 
made  in  the  House,  he  would  have  given  them  the  same 
notice  as  he  did  the  other  portions  of  Mr.  Levin's  remark. 
To  the  Editors  oftke  National  hitcIU^encer : 

Sirs  :  I  feel  it  due  to  my  colleague,  the  Hon.  Charles 
Brown,  to  say  that  the  following  paragraph,  though  forming 
a  part  of  my  notes,  was  not  delivered  in  the  Hou^e.  In  re- 
porting, as  I  do,  my  own  speeches  from  my  own  notes,  it  is 
often  impossible  to  remember  whether  each  point  had  been 
leally  discussed  in  the  House.    Respectfully, 

L.  C.  LEVIN. 

"  Otherwise  he  certainly  would  not  have  given  it  a  per- 
sonal application.  If  1  remember  aright,  the  people  of  that 
district  which  I  now  have  the  honor  to  represent  once  ele- 
vated my  colleague  from  the  third  Congressional  district  to 
a  seat  in  the  councils  of  the  nation.  So  long  as  Rome  or 
Ireland  ruled  it  he  represented  it.  He  seems  to  think  that 
the  spirit  of  incendiarism' still  slumbers  amonu'st  that  patri- 
otic and  much  injured  people.  Whether  he  will  have  equal 
reason  to  defame  those  whom  he  now  represents,  the  next 
Congressional  election  in  Pennsylvania  will  decide." 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  March  9,  1848. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  attorneys  for  the  Choctaw  Indians, 
asking  .such  action  as  nnay  be  necessary  to  protect 
their  legal  rights  for  services  rendered  in  prosecu- 
tion of  their  claims  growing  out  of  the  treaty  of 
Dancing  Rabbit  Creek;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  memorial  from  the  New 
York  Historical  Society,  asking  that  Congress  will 
take  such  steps  as  will  ensure  a  more  perfect  and 
satisfactory  census  in  1850 ;  and  that  the  act  au- 
thorizing the  next  census  should  be  passed  by  the 
present  Congress;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DIX  also  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  New  York,  asking  the  privilege  of  importing 
wheat  free  of  duty,  for  the  purpose  of  being  ground 
for  exportation;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  FOOTE  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Mississippi  in  relation  to  the  establishment  of 
a  mail  route;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  FOOTE  also  presented  the  proceedings  of 
a  meeting  of  the  Baptist  Convention  of  Mississippi, 
asking  that  a  territory  may  be  set  apart  for  the  ex- 
clusive use  and  occupancy  of  the  Indian  tribes; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr.  CORWIN  presented  a  petition  from  Mary 
Ann  W.  Van  Ness,  praying  an  extension  of  the 
appellate  jurisdiction  of  the'Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  House  bill  supplemental  to  the 
act  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,"  approved  June  17,  1844, 
without  amendment. 

The  bill  from  the  House  further  to  supply  defi- 
ciencies in  the  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the 
fiscal  year  ending  .30th  June,  1848,  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  make 
inquiry  of  the  Presiding  Officer,  whether  there  had 
been  received  any  answer  to  a  resolution  whie.ii  he 
(Mr.  J.)  had  submitted  on  the  30lh  day  of  De- 
ccrniier  last,  calling  for  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
number  of  troops  called  into  .service  since  tiio  13th 


of  May,  1846,  the  number  killed,  the  number  that 
had  died,  &c. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  answered,  that  it  did 
not  appear  from  the  Journal  that  any  such  reply 
had  been  received. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  then  gave  notice  that  unless  it 
was  answered  within_a  day  or  two  he  would  re- 
new the  call. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
Executive  business  at  twenty  minutes  past  twelve 
o'clock,  and  remained  therein  until  nearly  six, 
when  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  March  10,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  SAWYER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  to  renew  the  patent  heretofore  grant- 
ed to  Hamilton  Lapham  was  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  if  the  motion  was  agreed 
to,  he  would  make  a  report  referring  the  matter  to 
the  Commissioner  on  Patents  for  his  investigation 
and  decision. 

Mr.  VENABLE  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table.     Agreed  to. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CROW  ELL,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
private  calendar,  (Mr.  Brodhead,  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  the  chair.) 

The  first  bill  on  the  calendar  was  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Anthony  Walton  Bayard. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mes.'rs.  BOWLIN, 
SAWYER,  POLLOCK,  and  CUMMINS— 

Mr.  CUMMINS  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  retrospective  clause  and  inserting 
an  amendment  granting  a  pension  at  the  rate  of  ^12 
per  month,  to  continue  during  his  natural  life. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  make  some  urgent 
remarks  in  support  of  the  bill  and  amendment; 
and  when  he  concluded — 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Cum- 
MiNs's  amendment  by  striking  out  "  |il2"  and 
inserting  "^20"  per  month.     Disagreed  to. 

Mr.  FULTON  moved  to  strike  out  "p2"  and 
and  insert  "fl5"  per  month.     Agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the 
House. 

The  bill  next  taken  up  was  a  bill  to  extend  to 
John  J.  Adams  a  patent  for  flattening  cylinder 
window  glass. 

A  discussion  followed,  in  which  Messrs.  SAW- 
YER, HENLEY,  EVANS,  CUMMINS,  BOW- 
LIN, and  NELSON,  participated. 

After  various  and  ineffectual  efforts  to  amend 
the  bill,  it  was  eventually  so  amended  as  to  pro- 
vide "that  the  application  of  John  J.  Adams  for 
'  an  extension  of  the  patent  heretofore  granted  to 
'  him  for  his  invention  of  a  machine  for  flattening 
'  cylinder  window  glass  may  be  made  at  any  time 
'  within  six  months  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
'  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  existing  laws,  with 
'  the  like  effect  and  the  same  privileges  and  advan- 
'  tages  as  though  he  had  made  such  application 
'  within  the  time  prescribed  by  existing  laws:  Pro- 
'  vided.  That  no  right  of  action  shall  accrue  to  the 
'  said  John  J.  Adams  by  virtue  of  said  extension 
'  for  any  violation  of  the  patent  so  extended  which 
'  shall  happen  within  six  months  after  the  renewal 
'  of  such  patent  shall  be  granted. " 

Mr.  SAWYER  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid 
aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  not  pass. 

After  some  debate,  the  committee  was  divided 
on  the  motion,  when  it  appeared  a  quorum  did  not 
vote. 

The  CHAIRMAN  was  proceeding  to  execute 
the  126lh  rule,  which  requires  the  roll  to  be  called 
and  the  names  of  the  absentees  reported  to  the 
House,  when 

Mr.  DUER  raised  a  point  of  order.  He  con- 
tended that  the  fact  that  a  quorum  had  not  voted 
was  not  proof  that  a  quorum  was  not  present. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  rule  was  impera- 
tive, and  had  been  so  decided  by  his  predecessors. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  said  he  should  appeal  from  that 
decision  if  the  Chair  did  not  permit  the  House  to 
be  the  judge  and  interpreter  of  its  own  rules. 

After  some  conversation  thereon,  in  which  Mr. 
SIMS,  Mr.  SAWYER,  and  others  took  part,  the 


Chair  put  the  question  on  the  ajipeal  tlius:  "Shall 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of 
the  House.'" 

Tellers  were  called  for,  and  Messrs.  Henley 
and  Pollock  were  appointed,  and  they  reported 
84  in  the  affirmative,  and  18  in  the  negative;  no 
quorum  voting. 

The  CHAIRMAN  (having  so  large  a  majority 
of  those  who  voted,  though  less  than  a  quorum  to 
sustain  him)  directed  the  roll  to  be  called,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  rule;  and  when  it  was  called 
through — 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  arrearages  of  pension 
to  Anthony  Walton  Bayard. 

The  CHAIRMAN  also  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee had  found  itself  without  a  quorum,  and  that 
the  roll  had  been  called  in  accordance  with  the  rule 
of  the  House.  He  further  reported  that  137  mem- 
bers had  answered  to  their  names;  he  reported  fur- 
ther the  names  of  the  absentees,  that  they  might 
be  entered  on  the  Journal. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  rose  and  said  the  House 
would  remember  that  thirty  of  its  members  were 
absent  by  leave  of  the  House,  attending  the  re- 
mains of  the  late  John  Ql.  Adams  to  their  last 
resting-place,  and  he  wished  to  know  if  those 
names  would  be  entered  on  the  Journal  as  absent- 
ees .'  He  thought,  according  to  what  he  deemed 
a  proper  construction  of  the  rule,  those  names 
should  not  be  recorded  amongst  those  of  the  ab- 
sentees, inasmuch  as  'they  were  absent  by  leave  of 
the  House, 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
fact  should  be  noted  on  the  Journal. 

Mr.  PALFREY  moved  that  when  the  House 
adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  Monday  next. 

Mr.  SAWYER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
and,  on  a  count,  it  appeared  that  there  were  for 
taking  the  yeas  and  nays  24,  against  it  97, 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 
BREACH  OF  PRIVILEGE. 

Before  the  vote  was  announced,  the  House  was 
thrown  into  confusion  by  a  personal  conflict  be- 
tween Mr.  Haralson  and  Mr.  G.  W.  Jones. 
These  gentlemen  had  been  seated  in  conversation, 
at  a  desk  in  the  front  row,  to  the  right  of  the  Chair, 
with  Mr.  BowLiN  between  them;  and  the  collision 
was  sudden  and  inexplicable  to  the  House.  Sev- 
eral members  in  their  immediate  neighborhood 
promptly  interposed  and  separated  them,  and 

Tlie  SPEAKER  called  upon  the  members  of  the 
House  to  resume  their  seats. 

Some  deeree  of  order  having  been  restored, 

Mr.  SAWYER  rose  and  said  he  hoped  the  gen- 
tlemen would  make  the  necessary  explanation  and 
apology  to  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  and  Mr.  SIMS  rose  simulta- 
neously. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  vote  to  the 
House;  which  we  have  stated  above. 

Mr.  SIMS  said  it  was  to  prevent  that  announce- 
ment that  he  had  risen;  for  it  had  occurred  to  him, 
and  he  was  confirmed  in  that  opinion  by  a  gentle- 
man near  him  who  was  familiar  with  parliament- 
ary rules  and  practice,  that  the  interposition  of  any 
business  would  preclude  any  action  of  the  House 
on  the  occurrence  which  they  had  just  witnessed. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the'gentleman  was 
in  error. 

Mr.  SAWYER  again  called  on  the  gentlemen  to 
explain  and  apologize. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  moved  that  the 
House  proceed  to  the  regular  orders;  but  gave  way 
to 

Mr.  GEORGE  W.  JONES,  who  rose  and  said: 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  consider  an  apology  due  from  me 
to  this  House.  Unexpectedly  on  my  part,  I  have 
got  into  a  difficulty  in  this  House  while  it  is  in 
session — improperly,  I  am  ready  to  admit,  being 
in  the  House.  To  the  House,  then,  sir,  I  owe  an 
apology.  I  hope  the  House  will  receive  it,  and 
excuse  me  for  being  concerned  in  an  indiscretion, 
and  I  may  say  an  indignity  offered  to  the  House. 

Mr.  HARALSON  said,  that  those  who  had  ob- 
served his  course  as  a  member  on  that  floor,  could 
not  but  know  that  he  had  always  respected  the 
order  of  the  House,  and  had  uniformly  endeavored 
to  preserve  it.  It  was  therefore  with  regret  that 
he  now  found  himself  called  on  by  the  occurrence 
which  had  just  taken  place,  to  apologize  to  the 
House,  No  one  could  regi-et  more  than  he  did, 
that  the  unpleasant  .scene  which  had  just  been  wit- 
nessed had  taken  place  in  the  House,     If  there 
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■was  anything  he  desired  more  than  another  for 
Congress,  it  was  a  constant  observance  of  decorous 
and  orderly  conduct  in  conducting  the  public  busi- 
ness. Perhaps  it  would  not  be  proper  for  him  to 
allude  to  the  circumstances  which  led  to  the  diffi- 
culty. Suffice  it  to  say,  they  had  been  such  as  he 
had  thought  him.self  justified  in  what  he  had  done, 
though,  up  to  that  time,  .so  far  as  he  knew,  the 
most  friendly  relations  had  existed  between  him- 
self and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  to  adjourn;  but  tlie 
motion  exciting  loud  cries  of  dissent  in  all  quar- 
ters, Mr.  S.  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  said,  that  up  to  the 
very  moment  of  the  occurrence  which  the  House 
had  witnessed,  no  unkindness  had  prevailed  be- 
tween the  gentleman  from  Georgia  and  himself; 
on  the  contrary,  lie  had  always  viewed  that  gentle- 
man as  his  fiiend. 

Another  motion  being  made  for  an  adjourn- 
ment— 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  mover  that  there 
•was  already  a  motion  pending,  that  when  the 
House  adjourns,  it  adjourn  till  Monday  next. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded;  bat,  before 
they  were  ordered — 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  observed,  that 
he  h.ad  not  been  present  when  the  collision  took 
place  between  the  two  gentlemen;  but  he  now  un- 
drstood  that  it  was  purely  a  matter  of  the  moment, 
and  that  all  difficulty  betwaen  his  two  friends  had 
been  already  arranged.  Yet  he  thought  it  was 
proper  that  some  action  should  be  taken  by  the 
House  in  reference  to  the  occurrence,  and  he  had 
therefore  drawn  up  a  resolution,  which  he  would 
beg  leave  to  send  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table.  No  good  could  arise  from  having 
the  private  quarrels  between  members  of  the  House 
spread  upon  the  Journal. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion  that  when 
this  House  adjourns,  it  will  adjourn  till  Monday 
next,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 
journ. It  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and 
nays:  Yeas  31,  nays  123. 

The  resolution  oflered  by  Mr.  Thompson  was 
then  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  Tiiat  a  solect  cominiltee  of  five  memliers  be  ap- 
pointed, who  shall  inquire  into  and  report  to  the  House  the 
iiiets  in  relation  to  the  personal  rencontre  on  the  floor  sf  the 
House,  duriuij;  Its  session  to-day,  between  the  members  Iroin 
Georcia  and  Tennessee,  the  honorable  Messrs.  Haralson 
and  Jones,  and  also  what  proceedings  in  their  judgment  are 
necessary  (or  the  vindicatiim  of  the  dignity  of  this  House. 

Mr.  WASHINGTON  PIUNT,  of  New  York, 
expressed  his  hope  that  the  resolution  would  be 
adopted,  and  he  tendered  to  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  his  thanks  for  having  oflered  it.  It  was 
true,  tlie  occurrence  had  been  very  properly  apolo- 
gized for;  yet  the  House  owed  it  to  its  own  digni- 
ty and  self-respect,  that  measures  be  taken  to  pre- 
vent the  occurrence  of  like  scenes  in  futui'c.  If 
there  was  anything  in  which  the  people  of  the 
country  took  a  just  pride,  it  was  in  the  orderly 
dejiortment  of  their  Representatives  in  that  House; 
and  when  outrages  of  this  kind  were  perpetrated 
in  what  was  especially  their  own  Hall,  the  people 
felt  themselves  wounded.  Perhaps  it  was  not 
necessary  that  anything  further  need  be  said  in 
regard  to  the  past;  but  certainly  the  House  owed 
it  to  themselves  to  take  some  action  in  the  matter, 
and  he  did  not  see  how  they  could  adopt  a  more 
proper  resolution  than  that  which  had  just  been 
moved.     He  hoped  it  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  EEDINGER  moved  to  adjourn,  but  great 
disapprobation  being  manifested,  Mr.  13.  withdrew 
the  motion. 

Mr.  McLANE  observed  that  the  House  had 
received  an  ample  apology  for  what  had  taken 
place,  and  the  character  and  dignity  of  the  House 
were  thereby  shielded;  and,  under  such  circum- 
Btances,  he  could  see  no  necessity  for  raisins  a  com- 
mittee of  inquiry.  He  was  opposed  to  placing  the 
personal  quarrels  and  momentary  disagreements  of 
members  of  the  House  upon  its  Journals  with  a 
vi''W  of  promoting  its  dignity;  he  Ihoujjht  it  likely 
rather  to  have  a  contrary  eif.-ct.  lie  had  not  risen 
to  speak  to  tiie  resolution,  but  for  a  far  more  aiiree- 
ablc  purpose;  he  rose  to  state  to  the  House  that 
the  two  gentlemen  between  whom  an  unpleasant 
collision  hnd  arisen,  nmtually  regretted  what  had 
piissed,  and  had  mutually  apologized  to  each  other. 
They  both  felt  Ihul  it  was  the  result  of  a  momen- 


tary ebullition  of  passion, and  regretted  thata  thing 
so  foreign  to  the  feelings  they  had  always  enter- 
tained toward  each  other  should  have  occurred 
before  the  House  and  before  the  country.  They 
had,  as  he  had  stated,  mutually  and  simultaneously 
expressed  that  regret,  and  apologized  to  each  other. 
As  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honor,  Mr.  McLane 
felt  satisfied  that  this  was  the  proper  mode  of  set- 
tling the  affair  in  cases  where  notiiing  but  mutual 
friendship  and  good  will  had  previously  existed 
between  Ute  parties. 

Mr.  JONES  repeated  what  he  had  already  sta- 
ted, that,  up  to  the  moment  when  the  collision  had 
taken  place,  such  an  occurrence  had  been  wholly 
unexpected  on  his  part.  As  an  indignity  to  the 
House,  and  as  a  violation  of  its  order,  he  deeply 
regretted  it;  and  he  regretted  it  equally  on  account 
of  the  individual  gentleman  with  whom  the  diffi- 
culty had  occurred;  in  tok^n  of  which  he  here 
tendered  him  his  hand. 

[Applause  from  the  House  and  galleries.  The 
CHAIR  called  to  order.] 

Mr.  HARALSON  said  he  accepted  the  gentle- 
man's hand,  and  regretted  most  sincerely  what 
had  happened  under  a  momentary  irritation;  and 
he  regretted  it  the  more  because,  between  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  and  himself  there  had  al- 
ways existed  the  utmost  kindness  and  friendship, 
and  he  met  him  now  in  a  spirit  of  mutual  respect. 
Mr.  H.  was  perfectly  willing,  however,  that  the 
House  should  do  whatever  it  might  deem  neces- 
sary for  the  vindication  of  its  own  character  and 
dignity.  Before  sitting  down  he  would  ngain  say 
that  his  feelings  toward  his  friend  from  Tennessee 
were  just  the  same  as  ever. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  said  he  was 
entirely  satisfied  with  what  had  just  been  stated  by 
boih  the  gentlemen  implicated  in  this  unpleasant 
affair,  and  he  rejoiced  that  the  resolution  he  had 
offered  had  led  to  this  making  up  between  them; 
and  if  no  objection  should  be  made,  he  was  willing 
to  withdraw  his  resolution. 

[Some  faint  expressions  of  objection  were  heard 
in  remote  quarters  of  the  tlouse.] 

Mr.  T.  said,  as  he  heard  no  gentleman  object, 
he  withdrew  his  resolution. 

Several  gentlemen  here  rose  and  said,  "I  ob- 
ject." 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  felt  assured  there 
could  be  no  general  objection — it  could  not  go  be- 
yond some  three  or  four  gentlemen:  he  would, 
therefore,  take  the  responsibility  of  withdrawing 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  INGE  moved  to  adjourn.     Lost. 

Mr.  FULTON  moved  that  the  House  again  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
resume  the  consideration  of  private  bills. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  rose  to  a  question  of 
privilege,  but  as  he  saw  a  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts who  had  probably  risen  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, he  would  yield  to  him. 

Mr.  HUDSOiNT  said  he  was  not  certain  whether 
the  resolution  ofl'ered  by  the  genileinan  from  Mis- 
sissippi [Mr.  Thompson]  was  withdrawn  or  not. 

Mr.  McLANE.  It  is  not  withdrawn;  the  mover 
cannot  withdraw  it — it  is  in  possession  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  PIUDSON.  Then  am  I  to  understand  that 
the  resolution  is  pending.' 

The  CHAIR.  The  resolution  is  withdrawn;  it 
has  not  been  acted  on,  and  is  still  within  the  power 
of  the  mover. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  had  no  wish  to 
withdraw  the  resolution  if  gentlemen  were  unwil- 
ling; and  he  would,  therefore,  re-move  it,  and  let 
it  remain  before  the  House. 

Mr.  HUDSON  observed,  that  he  had  been  about 
to  say,  that  while  he  had  no  personal  feeling  in 
this  matter,  and  no  desire  that  any  unusual  course 
should  be  adopted  in  regard  to  it,  he  believed  the 
course  propo.sed  by  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
i  was  the  usual  course,  and  as  such  he  hoped  it 
v/ould  not  be  objected  to.  If,  as  it  sometimes  hap- 
pened in  matters  of  this  kind,  the  entire  blame 
rested  with  one  of  the  parties,  while  none  what- 
ever attached  itself  to  the  other,  and  the  House 
dismissed  the  matter  so  without  further  inquiry, 
injustice  might  be  done,  and  blame  left  to  i-est 
where  it  did  not  justly  belong.  It  was  theiefore 
due  to  the  parties  concerned  that  a  committee 
should  be  ap|iointed,  who  should  investigate  the 
matter  coolly  and  dispassionately;  and  some  ten 
days  hcnoe,  when  all  feeling  had  measiu-ably  sub- 
sided, make  a  report  of  the  facts  to  the  House,  and 


recommend  such  measures  as  it  would  be  proper 
for  the  House  to  adopt  in  view  of  all  the  circum- 
stances. Mr.  H.  had  witnessed  several  of  these 
occurrences 

Mr  BEDINGER  here  rose  and  insisted  that 
the  gentleman  was  out  of  order.  The  resolution 
had  been  withdrawn,  and  the  Chair  had  so  pro- 
nounced. The  gentleman  was  speaking  to  a  reso- 
lution not  before  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  had  re-moved  the  resolution,  and  the 
question  was  now  on  its  adoption. 

Mr.  HUDSON  resumed.  And  though,  in  one  of 
them,  the  parties  engaged  had  made  a  prompt  and 
humble  confession  to  the  House,  and  had  apolo- 
gized in  the  fullest  manner  to  all  concerned,  yet  a 
committee  of  investigation  had  nevertheless  been 
appointed.  Now,  as  a  friend  to  both  the  gentle- 
men implicated  on  the  present  occasion — and  he 
believed  he  might  say  that  gentlemen  generally  on 
his  own  side  of  the  House  were  sincerely  the 
friends  of  both — he  thought  that  the  usual  mode 
of  proceeding  had  better  be  adopted.  Let  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed,  and  let  them  recommend  the 
proper  steps  to  be  taken.  If,  in  their  judgment, 
some  new  rule  could  advantageously  be  adopted 
to  prevent  the  like  occurrences  in  future,  it  would 
be  proper  to  include  that  in  their  report  to  the 
House, 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  he  was  entirely  opposed 
to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  He  had  been 
here  now  for  some  years,  and  in  that  time  he  had 
witnessed  several  scenes  approximating  to  that 
which  had  now  occurred;  but  he  had  never  seen 
any  good,  nor  did  he  expect  ever  to  see  any,  grow 
out  of  the  appointment  of  investigating  committees 
to  report  on  the  facts  of  the  case.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  any  committee  could  report  the  facts,  all 
the  facts,  with  the  various  shades  of  difterence  in 
the  bearings  of  one  upon  the  other.  The  two  gen- 
tlemen here  were  personal  friends.  Of  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  [Mr.  Haralson]  every  one 
would  testify  that  there  was  not  a  more  pacific  or 
a  more  uniformly  decorous  and  orderly  member 
on  the  floor.  And  the  same  might  with  truth  be 
said  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  He  neither 
knew  nor  had  he  ever  seen  anything  to  the  con- 
trary in  that  gentleman.  But  all  men  were  liable 
to  be  betrayed  by  a  gust  of  sudden  passion,  and  to 
act  without  caution  and  without  reflection. 

But  why,  after  both  these  gentlemen  had  made 
such  an  ample  apology  to  the  House,  and  had  in 
its  presence  become  reconciled  to  each  other,  should 
any  committee  be  appointed  to  tell  the  House  the 
cause  of  the  quarrel.'  Mr.  S.  did  not  care  what  it 
was;  he  did  not  want  to  know  what  it  was;  and, 
above  all,  he  did  not  desire  to  see  it  put  on  the  rec- 
ord of  the  House,  spread  out  before  the  country 
and  the  world.  Let  it  be  buried.  He  said  bury 
it;  he  cared  not  what  it  was.  How  would  the  dig- 
nity of  the  House  be  promoted  by  raking  up  the 
causes  of  this  momentary  difficulty  between  two 
gentlemen  who  had  always  been  good  fi'iends,  and 
were  now  good  friends  again?  The  committee 
would  call  up  members  before  them,  and  one  gen- 
tleman would  tell  the  story  one  way  and  another 
another  way,  and  no  two  would  ever  tell  it  alike; 
while  perhaps  the  very  jirocess  of  examination 
would  give  rise  to  new  difliculties  of  the  like  sort. 
The  dignity  of  the  House  recjuired  no  such  thing. 
He  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

The  question  being  put,  the  Chair  could  not  de- 
cide which  side  had  it;and  acount  being  called  for — 

Mr.  STEPHENS  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  DUER  observed  that  he  had  had  but  little 
practical  acquaintance  with  the  House,  and  there- 
foi-e  he  could  not  say  from  e.xperienre  whether  in- 
vestigatiui;-  committees,  in  cases  of  this  kind,  had 
been  productive  of  good  or  not;  but  he  thought 
that  the  appointment  of  such  a  committee  in  this 
case,  if  it  did  no  other  good,  would  at  least  serve 
to  show  that  the  House  did  not  regard  an  occur- 
rence such  as  that  which  had  now  ha]ii)encd  in  its 
presence  as  a  matter  to  be  passed  over  merely  be- 
cause the  parties  who  had  been  engaged  weie  sat- 
isfied. The  gentleman  from  Georgia  seemed  to 
consider  the  matter  as  merely  a  question  between 
those  two  gentlemen  ;  but  it  was  far  otherwise. 
The  question  was,  whether  it  comported  with  the 
dignity  of  the  House  to  suffer  such  things  to  pass 
without  its  notice.  To  do  so  would  be  vii'tually  to 
say  to  its  members,  Gentlemen,  you  may  engage 
in  personal  rencontres  as  often  as  you  like,  if  you 
will  only  make  apologies  enough  afterward. 
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It.  is  objected,  that  to  appoint  a  committee  will 
be  to  give  publicity  to  the  quarrels  of  members. 
But  that  would  give  them  no  greater  publicity;  the 
papers  would  take  care  of  that. 

Mr.  D.  had  no  feeling  in  this  matter.  The  oc- 
currence was  one  which  did  not  reflect  on  the  per- 
sonal character  of  the  geiitlemen  involved.  Any 
gentleman  might,  in  an  unguarded  moment,  be 
overcome  by  a  gust  of  passion.  It  was  not  to 
punish  these  gentlemen  Mr.  D.  was  concerned; 
but  he  thought  it  due  to  the  House  that  something 
should  be  done.  Was  this  thing  to  go  on  forever? 
Mr.  D.  looked  to  the  future;  he  desired  a  commit- 
tee to  report  a  resolution,  or  propose  a  rule  of  the 
House,  that  for  the  future,  gentlemen  who  should 
engage  in  these  contests  on  the  floor  of  the  House 
should  be  expelled.  He  desired  no  such  thing  to 
be  done  now.  To  expel  gentlemen  without  a  pre- 
vious warning  would  seem  harsh;  but  really  gen- 
tlemen seemed  practically  to  forget  what  that 
House  was;  it  was  not  an  association  of  gentlemen 
met  for  their  own  business  or  amusement;  it  was 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  American 
people. 

Mr.  WICK  said  he  should  be  sorry  to  see  this 
resolution  adopted,  or  any  further  action  taken  by 
the  House  in  this  matter ;  and  this  for  several 
reasons. 

And,  in  the  first  place,  he  concurred  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens,]  as  to  the 
results  of  the  past  experience  of  the  House  in  cases 
of  a  similar  kind.  Whenever  a  committee  had  been 
appointed  it  had  uniformly  turned  out  just  as  that 
gentleman  had  said.  The  facts  in  a  case  of  this 
kind  could  not  be  ascertained  with  any  certainty. 
Tiiese  collisions  usually  occurred  when  a  number 
of  gentlemen  were  seated  close  to  each  other,  so 
that  there  was  great  difficulty  in  seeing  what  took 
place,  and  the  confusion  whicii  instantly  arose  pre- 
sented a  like  obstacle  to  all  correct  hearing.  The 
conversations  in  which  they  arose  were  often  car- 
ried on  in  a  subdued  tone,  and  it  was  scarcely  pos- 
sible to  say  what  actually  passed  on  either  side. 
A  committee,  however  patiently  they  examined 
the  witnesses  before  them,  could  never  satisfy 
themselves  as  to  the  true  facts  of  the  case.  They 
never  got  at  the  whole  case,  and  after  groping  in 
the  dark  day  after  day  they  most  generally  ended  in 
making  out  a  very  uncertain  and  unsatisfactory 
report;  and  after  the  House  had  wasted  a  long  time 
in  excited  discussions  and  contradictory  statements 
they  usually  ended  in  declining  to  act.  And  Mr. 
W.  would  now  venture  to  prophesy  that,  should 
the  resolution  proposed  be  adopted,  the  whole  affair 
would  end  just  in  that  way. 

If  it  was  desirable  to  mark  out  a  course  for  the 
future,  that  could  be  done  in  the  ordinary  course, 
and  just  as  well  without  a  committee  as  with  one. 

And,  as  to  sustaining  the  dignity  of  the  House, 
he  thought  that  going  into  a  long  report  about  the 
details  of  a  squabble  on  the  floor  would  be  more 
likely  to  bring  the  House  into  disrespect,  if  not 
ridicule  and  contempt  before  the  people,  who  were 
the  true  sovereigns  of  the  country.  A  good  book 
that  was  very  often  talked  about,  and  now  and  then 
read  a  little,  had  a  precept,  if  he  remembered  right- 
ly, about  doing  to  others  as  vve  would  have  them 
do  to  us.  Here  were  two  gentlemen,  usually  very 
orderly  in  their  conduct,  who  had  become  excited, 
(as  gentlemen  from  the  South  and  the  Southwest 
were  very  apt  to  do,)  and  had  been  guilty  of  some 
petty  violence  toward  each  other — nothing  very 
serious — no  blood  shed,  and  neither  of  them  much 
hurt,  and,  almost  immediately  becoming  cool,  had 
mutually  expressed  deep  regret  at  what  had  occur- 
red, and  voluntarily  made  the  amplest  apology  to 
the  House.  Nobody  had  been  much  scared,  he 
believed,  and  nobody,  so  far  as  he  knew,  had  felt 
their  dignity  greatly  offended.  Now,  suppose  that 
this  was  the  case  of  himself  and  his  friend  over  the 
way.  Suppose  that,  without  previous  malice,  and, 
on  the  contrary,  after  a  previous  intercourse  of 
mutual  respect  and  friendship,  they  should  sud- 
denly get  into  a  quarrel,  and  Mr.  W.  should  ask 
for  a  committee  of  investigation,  and  attempt  to 
make  a  grave  and  solemn  affair  of  it,  when  it  could 
all  be  adjusted  in  a  moment  and  they  become  as 
good  friends  as  ever,  would  the  gentleman  think  it 
was  doing  as  he  would  be  done  by  ?  Some  allow- 
ance must  be  made  for  hinnan  infirmity  and  the 
f  rce  of  momentary  and  sudden  excitement.  Cer- 
tainly Mr.  VV.  would  wish  they  should  be  consid- 
ered if  it  were  his  own  case. 

And  as  to  rules  to  prevent  a  like  occurrence  in 


future,  gentlemen  could  not,  to  use  a  Western 
phrase,  "  no  way  they  could  fix  it,"  make  a  set  of 
absolute  rules  to  operate  on  Western  men.  They 
were  not  used  to  them.  It  was  not  according  to  their 
notions  and  habits.  Southern  and  Southwestern 
men  were,  somehow,  not  so  prudent,  not  so  cal- 
culating, as  the  universal  New  England  nation. 
(A  laugh.)  Nothing  could  make  them  so;  it  was 
not  in  their  nature.  And  when  two  good  West- 
ern and  Southern  friends  had  a  little  squabble  for 
a  minute  or  two  between  them,  they  were,  forsooth, 
to  be  expelled  !  Would  Mr.  W.  think  of  expelling 
a  friend  of  his  for  such  a  matter  as  had  happened 
here  to-day?  Not  a  whit  of  it.  They  had  acted, 
momentarily,  under  an  infirmity  common  to  all 
men  born  in  the  South  and  in  the  West.  They 
would  do  these  things  now  and  then,  and  man  could 
enact  no  laws  that  would  prevent  them.  And  they 
did  not  think  hard  of  such  little  occurrences:  they 
meant  no  harm  by  it.  They  often  got  into  a  little 
scratch,  but  it  was  forgotten  in  a  moment.  Why, 
he  and  the  very  best  friend  he  had  in  the  world  had 
once  had  a  fight — a  fight  with  chairs — in  a  justice's 
office,  where  he  was  a  pettifogger;  and  no  men 
loved  each  other  better  now.  He  was  a  good  gen- 
tleman and  a  good  friend.  Mr.  W.  saw  notliing 
but  evil  likely  to  grow  out  of  the  resolution:  the 
country  would  laugh  it  to  scorn — at  least  all  that 
country  west  of  the  mountains.  And  as  to  preserv- 
ing, by  this  means,  the  dignity  of  the  Hou§e,  the 
follcs  out  there  did  not  believe  that  the  House  had 
any  very  great  dignity.  Theydid  not  respectjudges 
any  more  for  wearing  black  silk  gowns,  nor  officers 
for  wearing  cocked  hats.  When  a  little  squabble 
took  place,  the  chief  matter  was  to  get  it  done  up 
snugly,  without  any  further  difficulty;  and  if  this 
was  done,  he  did  not  think  the  dignity  of  the  House 
would  be  very  terribly  offended.  He  claimed  some 
privilege  for  Western  and  Southwestern  men.  Let 
the  committee  make  their  report  and  form  as  many 
rules  as  they  pleased,  it  would  all  end  in  nothing. 
The  gentleman  proposed  that  all  who,  in  future, 
should  be  guilty  of  coming  to  blows  in  the  House, 
sliould  be  expelled.  It  was  obvious,  that  where 
one  alone,  or  one  chiefly  was  in  fault,  the  rule  would 
work  abominable  injustice.  He  hoped  they  should 
have  no  committee  to  make  a  solemn  matter  of  what 
had  been  all  amicably  settled,  and  spread  the  mo- 
mentary disputes  of  members  all  over  the  country. 
He  hoped  gentlemen  would  act  in  a  spirit  of  for- 
bearance, and  that  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  would  be  voted  down. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether 
the  fact  that  these  gentlemen  had  an  open  recon- 
ciliation, and  had  made  mutual  apologies  to  each 
other,  and  also  to  the  House,  would  go  on  the 
Journal  ? 

The  CHAIR  referred  him  to  a  precedent  in  the 
case  of  Mr.  While,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr.  Rath- 
bun,  of  New  York,  when  such  apologies  had  been 
made,  and  the  whole  had  been  entered  on  the 
Journal.  The  same  entry  would  be  made  in  this 
case. 

Mr.  BEDINGER  hoped  the  resolution  would 
not  pass.  If,  after  so  long  a  time,  we  could  not 
tell  what  was  the  true  origin  of  the  Mexican  war, 
how  could  it  be  expected  that  a  committee  would, 
in  a  few  days,  be  able  to  get  at  the  true  origin  of 
this  petty  war  on  the  floor  of  the  House?  Why 
go  into  such  an  investigation  when  hostilities  had 
ceased,  a  tretity  had  been  made,  and  mutual  rati- 
fications had  passed  ?  He  moved  the  previous 
question. 

After  some  confusion  and  desultory  conversa- 
tion, Mr.  B.  consented  to  withdraw  his  call  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  that  when  the  resolution  had 
been  ofl'ered  by  I  he  gentleman  from  Mississippi, 
[Mr.  Thompson,]  he  had  thought  it  appropriate 
and  proper,  and  should  have  voted  for  it;  but  what 
had  transpired  since  had  satisfied  him  that  it  would 
be  inappropriate  now.  A  mutual  retraxit  had 
passed  between  the  parties — a  mutual  admission 
of  error;  and,  so  far  as  any  quarrel  had  existed 
between  them,  there  was  an  end  of  it.  As  to  the 
facts  of  the  case,  (for  which  the  committee  was  to 
be  raised,)  they  were  assimied  in  the  apologies 
made.  And  he  would  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  over  the  way,  [Mr.  Duer,]  that  the 
resolution  would  not  effect  the  object  he  desired. 
That  gentleman  aimed  only  at  preventing  quarrels 
in  future.  This  resolution  would  not  do  that. 
This  was  not  the  appropriate  mode  of  providing 
against  the  recurrence  of  affairs  of  this  kind.     If 


the  gentleman  would  introduce  a  resolution  direct- 
ing a  committee  to  inquire  what  action  ought  to  be 
taken  by  the  House  with  that  view,  Mr.  B.  was 
ready  to  vote  for  it.  But  the  only  inquiry  now 
was,  whether  the  quarrel  between  the  two  mem- 
bers had  been  amicably  and  honorably  adjusted. 
This  had  been  done.  The  two  gentlemen  were 
heartily  ashamed  of  what,  in  a  moment  of  passion, 
had  occurred  between  them,  and  they  were  deeply 
mortified  at  its  publicity.  Why  would  gentlemen 
seek  to  give  it  yet  greater  publicity?  This  was 
the  only  object  that  would  be  attained  by  the  reso- 
lution, and  it  was  one  which  none  should  desire. 
Mr.  B.  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  to  accomplish  his  object  by  ofl'ering  an 
amendment  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  TUCK  was  gratified  by  observing  the  uni- 
versal tenderness  which  had  been  manifested  to- 
ward the  gentlemen  who  had  been  concerned  in 
this  affair,  and  in  that  tenderness  Mr.  T.  cordially 
concurred.  But  the  question  to  be  settled  was, 
whether,  in  order  to  the  prevention  of  the  recur- 
rence of  like  scenes  in  future,  all  that  was  required 
was  that  the  parties  should  amicably  settle  their 
difference.  He  believed  tJie  House  ought  not  to 
set  such  a  precedent.  The  matter  connected  itself 
with  more  important  considerations  than  those  of 
a  mere  private  and  personal  contest.  An  encoun- 
ter had  taken  place  between  two  members  of  the 
House,  which  was  mortifying  to  the  parties,  and 
humiliating  to  the  House:  all  who  felt  anxiety  for 
the  national  reputation  could  not  but  be  grieved 
that  such  a  thing  should  have  occurred  in  that 
Hall.  He  hoped  such  notice  would  be  taken  of  it 
as  would  satisfy  all  that  the  occurrence  was  some- 
thing of  far  greater  importance  than  a  mere  per- 
sonal quarrel.  It  v/ould,  he  thought,  be  a  happy 
circumstance,  if  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
of  inquiry  should  be  merged  in  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  to  introduce  new  and  more  efficient 
rules  for  the  preservation  of  order  and  the  preven- 
tion of  such  occurrences  for  the  future.  The  coun- 
try— North,  South,  East,  and  West — would  ap- 
prove of  such  a  measure.  Mr.  T.  felt  great  ten- 
derness towards  both  the  gentlemen  implicated; 
but  he  nevertheless  hoped  a  rule  would  be  adopted 
to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  such  flagrant  breaches 
of  order.  If  that  should  be  done,  and  a  member 
or  members  should  be  expelled  from  the  House, 
it  would  put  an  eternal  quietus  to  this  matter  of 
personal  encounters.  Such  a  scene  as  had  been 
witnessed  this  day  never  would  occur  again.  Mr. 
T.  wished  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion instructing  the  committee  to  inquire  what  ac- 
tion of  the  House  was  requisite  to  prevent  the  re- 
currence of  similar  scenes  ia  future.  Mr.  T.  closed 
by  demanding  the  previous  question. 

Before  it  was  ascertained  whether  there  was  a 
second  to  the  demand — 

Mr.  STEPHENS  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether 
it  would  be  in  order  for  him  to  offer  a  substitute 
for  the  resolution  and  amendment? 

The  CHAIR  replied,  it  would  not  now  be  in 
order,  but  the  substitute  might  be  read  for  infor- 
mation; and  it  was  read  as  follows  : 

"  The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Haral- 
son] and  the  gentleman  from  Termessee  [Mr. 
Jones]  having  apologized  to  the  House  for  the 
breach  of  order  committed  by  them  during  the  sit- 
ting of  the  House  : 

'"'  Resolved,  That  said  apology  be  accepted  by  the 
House,  and  that  no  further  proceedings  be  taken 
in  relation  thereto." 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said,  if  the  previous  question 
should  be  voted  down,  he  would  offer  this  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  ROCKHILL.  I  feel  as  if  I  wanted  to  talk 
to  the  House  for  about  two  minutes.  If  I  can  be 
indulged,  I  shall  not,  probably,  trouble  the  House 
again  this  session. 

The  CHAIR  ruled  Mr.  Rockhili,  out  of  order; 
no  debate  could  be  allowed  till  it  was  ascertained 
whether  there  was  a  second  to  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  vote  being  taken,  the  call  was  refused: 
Ayes  59,  noes  72. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  now  wished  to  move  the  reso- 
lution which  had  been  read. 

But  the  CHAIR  said  the  amendment  moved  by 
Mr.  TncK  must  first  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  ROCKHILL.  This  is  the  first  time  I  have 
felt  like  saying  a  word  to  this  House,  and  this  is 
the  first  word  I  have  said,  (except  aye  or  no.) 
What  I  rise  for  now,  is  not  in  reference  to  what 
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has  happened  here.  Afijentleman  from  New  York, 
over  tlie  way,  [Mr.  Duer,]  is  for  tl\e  House  taking 
some  aciioii  lo  prevent  tlie  recurrence  of  such 
things  for  tlie  future.  He  never  will  prevent  them. 
If  he  would  put  a  stop  to  them,  he  must  first  put 
a  stop  to  the  human  family.  [A  laugh.]  I  never 
struck  but  one  man  in  my  life;  yet,  .sometmies, 
when  I  am  in  the  best  and  most  quiet  humor  in 
the  world,  before  you  can  say  Jack  Robinson,  I 
am  so — (extending  his  arms  and  doubling  both 
fists.)  [Immense  laughter.]  1  see  no  propriety 
in  expelhng  men  for  such  a  thing  as  has  happened 
to-day;  all  the  wish  1  have  on  the  subject  is,  that 
when  scutftes  do  occur,  they  may  all  terminate 
just  as  this  has  done.  Why  e.xpel  men  when  they 
have  nobly  come  forward  and  asked  forgiveness  of 
the  House  and  of  each  other? 

If  you  appoint  a  committee,  you  may  have  many 
witnesses,  and  not  two  of  them  witness  to  the 
same  facts.  iVlr.  R.  said  he  had  risen  for  fear 
some  such  rule  as  was  talked  about  might  be 
adopted.  [Renewed  merrinient.]  I  have  no  fear 
of  ever  being  expelled  for  such  doings  myself,  and 
yet  /  may.  Therefore  1  do  not  want  any  such  rule 
adopted. 

Mr.  R.  resumed  his  seat  amidst  much  good 
natured  excitement,  and  not  a  liule  laughter. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said,  that  while  he  entertained 
the  kindest  feelings  toward  the  individuals  con- 
cerned ni  this  transaction,  he  could  not  be  unmind- 
ful of  the  fact,  that  the  eyes  of  the  nation  were  upon 
the  body  to  which  they  belonged.  They  expect 
(said  he)  the  members  here  to  maintain  the  deco- 
rum and  dignity  properly  belonging  to  the  national 
Legislature.  They  who  had  deputed  their  repre- 
sentatives to  transact  business  of  high  import 
would  not  expect  this  maiter  to  pass  unnoticed. 
It  was  due  to  tlie  members  and  to  the  nation  that 
an  expression  of  disapprobation  at  least  should  be 
adopted.  He  thought  that  no  such  scene  had  here- 
tofore been  suffered  to  pass  without  an  emphatic 
condemnation  of  the  House.  He  recollected  no 
such  instance,  although  he  recollected  several  af- 
frays like  the  present. 

He  said  if  they  suffered  this  transaction  to  pass 
without  any  expression  of  condemnation,  it  would 
appear  that  the  House  were  receding  from  the 
position  heretofore  maintahied.  He  hoped  such 
would  not  be  the  case.  He  trusted  that  suitable 
measures  would  be  adopted  to  vindicate  the  char- 
acter of  the  House  and  to  discourage  a  recurrence 
of  scenes  like  that  which  they  had  just  witnessed. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Tuck's  amend- 
ment, it  was  rejected:  Ayes  54,  noes  72. 

And,  under  the  operation  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion, Mr.  Stephens's  amendment  was  adopted: 
Yeas  77,  nays  G9. 

The  resolution,  as  thus  amended  by  substitute, 
was  then  carried:   Ayes  74,  noes  53. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENx\TE. 
Friday,  Marcli  10,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  memo- 
rial numerously  signed  by  citizens  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  and  others,  asking  that  the  estate  of 
Mount  Vernon  may  be  purchased  by  the  General 
Government  for  the  use  of  the  public;  which  was 
about  to  be  laid  on  the  taljlc,  when — 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  suggested  that 
its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  would  be  more  respectful  to  the  memo- 
rialists. He  therefore  made  that  motion;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  that  the  memorial  be  printed. 

Several  Sk.mators.     Without  the  names. 

Mr.  HALE.     Yes,  without  the  names. 

The  motion  to  print  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DOVVNS  pre.senled  a  petition  from  Wil- 
liam W.  Wall,  asking  that  the  sale  of  a  tract  of 
land  in  Mississippi  may  be  confirmed  to  him; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Lund  Claims. 

REPOKT.S   FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claim.s, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stalker  and  Hill; 
wliich  wns  read  a  first  lime. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution  for  the 
relief  of  H.  B.  Gailher;  wliich  was  read  a  first 
time. 

Mr.  YULEE,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  introduced 
a  bill  concerning  the  school  laws  in  the  State  of 


Florida;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Sixieen  of  the  private  bills  received  some  days 
since  from  the  House  of  Jlepreseiuatives,  were  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  their  titles,  and  appro- 
priately referred. 

SUPREME  COURT. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  he  desired  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  a  bill  which  had  been  yester- 
day favorably  reported  on  by  a  majority  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee.  The  oliject  of  that  bill  was 
to  relieve  the  pressure  of  business  in  the  Supreme 
Court.  The  Court  had  announced  its  intention  to 
adjourn  to-morrow,  so  that,  if  the  bill  was  to  have 
any  effect,  it  would  be  necessary  to  consider  and 
pass  it  at  once.  He  moved  to  postpone  the  pre- 
vious orders,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill 
supplenientary  to  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  concern- 
ing the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  ASHLEY  suggested  that  whenever  this  bill 
should  be  brought  up  for  the  action  of  the  Senate, 
it  would  require  very  mature  consideration.  He 
had  rejjorted  it  by  instruction  from  the  majority 
of  the  committee;  but  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
minority  to  propose  an  amendment  which  would 
bring  the  whole  subject  before  the  Senate.  The 
minority  believed  that  the  bill  as  it  now  stands 
would  produce  more  injury  than  if  the  existing 
system  were  left  as  it  is.  The  bill  left  one  class  of 
a))pcals  entirely  unprovided  for. 

Mr.  DAYTON.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Ar- 
kansas will  pardon  me — but  tlie  bill  is  not  before 
llie  Senate. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  said  his  only  object  was  to  show 
that  the  bill  was  too  important  to  be  disposed  of 
during  the  morning  hour.  He  also  wished  to 
show  that  there  was  a  division  of  opinion  in  the 
committee  on  the  propriety  of  the  change.  It  was 
said  that  the  Court  had  determined  to  adjourn  to- 
morrow. If  so,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  now 
could  be  of  no  importance,  as  it  could  not  become 
a  law  before  the  adjournment  of  the  Court. 

A  Senator.  The  law  does  not  compel  the 
Court  to  adjourn  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SEVIER  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  Executive  business.  He  had 
been  willing  to  give  the  Senator  from  Georgia  an 
opportunity  to  make  the  motion,  so  that  the  busi- 
ness did  not  occupy  more  than  a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  begged  merely  to  say  that  he  had 
fulfilled  his  duty  in  bringing  forward  the  motion; 
and  he  felt  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  for 
the  opportunity  of  doing  so.  Having  discharged 
his  duty,  he  would  now  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Sevier,  and  decided  in  the  aifirmative. 

The  Senate  then  (quarter  past  twelve)  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business,*  and 
remained  in  deliberation  until  nine  o'clock,  when 
the  doors  were  reopened. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BREESE, 

Oidured,  Tliat  vvlicii  tlie  Suiiato  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to 
iiiei't  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  JMarch  13,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  commenced  the  call  of  the  States 
for  resolutions,  beginning  at  the  State  at  which  the 
call  was  suspended  on  the  last  resolution  day,  viz: 
New  York. 

Mr.  SILVESTER  moved  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolution: 

WIkmc.is  an  indignity  has  recently  been  offered  to  the 
honor  (if  this  House,  and  a  breach  ol'  its  order  and  decorum 
cominilled,  by  a  personal  rencontre  on  the  floor  of  tli(^  House, 
between  two  of  its  nieinbers;  and  whereas  it  is  expedient  to 
guard  against  the  recurrence  of  such  offences  for  the  future  : 
Tlierefiire — 

Rcolveil,  That  the  Comiuittee  on  Rules  bo  requested  to 
report  to  this  House,  on  or  before  the  expiration  of  ten  days 
from  tliis  date,  the  propriety  of  adoptin:;.  as  a  standini;  rule 
of  this  [loirse,thfi  followina,  orsoiiK^lhinijof  the  like  impnri, 
and  that  will  meet  the  exiK''ncies  of  the  ease,  viz  :  11  any 
member  shall,  dnrin;;  the  session  of  the  House,  and  in  the 
preseii(;e  of  tlie  Floiise,  (^nua^e  in  a  personal  reneontro  with 
a  fellow-mcinber,  he   shall,  for  such   an  insult  upon  the 

*  The  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Cession  conchided  between 
the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  niid  Mexico,  which 
has  lieeii  for  two  wr'iks  under  debate  in  the  Senate,  was  last 
eveniiiL'  ratilii d  by  a  vole,  it  is  understood,  of  .'iS  jeas  to  l.'i 
nays— two  iliiidi  ol  ihi'  .Senate  beiui{  tlie  number  required 
to  carry  it.— iVa/iynuJ  hUcUii^cjicer,  March  11. 


diunity  of  the  House,  and  upon  the  fact  being  duly  ascer- 
tained, be  expellid  from  his  scat  in  the  House,  and  be  ineli- 
iiible  to  the  same  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  for  which  he 
shall  have  been  elected. 

The  resolution  giving  rise  to  debate,  it  was  laid 
over  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  HUNT  offered  a  resolution  making  certain 
bills  forlhe  improvementof  harbors  and  rivers, &c., 
the  special  order  of  the  day  for  a  certain  day. 

The  SPEAKER  ruled  the  resolution  outoforder, 
as  it  proposed  lo  change  the  order  of  business. 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  ena- 
ble him  to  offer  the  resolution. 

The  question  was  put,  and  two-thirds  not  voting 
therefor,  the  rules  were  not  suspended.  So  the 
resolution  was  not  received. 

Mr.  SLINGERLAND  offered  the  following 
preamble  and  resolution,  which  were  read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands: 

Whereas,  under  the  present  policy  regulating  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands,  monopolies  oppressive  to  the  people  arise, 
and  speculation  is  greatly  encouraged,  at  the  expense  of 
actual  settlers  ;  and  whereas,  in  a  great  majority  oi  cases, 
tlicise  who  design  seilling  upon  the  public  domain  are  com- 
pilled  to  pay  large  prices  to  speculators  for  lands  which  they 
have  obtained  from  the  Government  at  a  low  raie ;  and 
whereas  an  imperative  necessity  has  grown  out  of  this  stale 
of  things  that  measures  \)h  taken  that  the  public  domain  shall 
be  disposed  of  only  in  limited  quantities  to  actual  settlers, 
so  as  to  exclude  the  grasping  and  oppressive  speculation  at 
present  existing  :  Therefore — 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  report  a  bill  to  this  House  to  give  actual  settlers 
the  lienelit  of  limited  quantities  of  the  public  lands  fora  com- 
pensation which  shall  not  exceed  fifty  e<'nts  per  acre;  said 
bill  also  providing  that  for  all  tracts  of  land  above  such  spe- 
cified quantities,  the  price  shall  be  iiuroased  in  such  |)io- 
portion  as  to  prevent  all  unwarrantable  and  unnecessary 
speculation  in  such  lands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WM.  T.  LAWRENCE, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Aflairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  requesting  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  open  negotiations  with  the 
Powers  of  Christendom,  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  into 
the  code  of  national  law  (in  conformity  with  the  practice 
now  recognized  as  obligatory  in  conquests  on  land)  the  prin- 
ciple that  in  wars  between  nations  private  vessels  not  armed 
for  otfence  and  not  carrying  munitions  of  war,  (although  be- 
longing to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  a  belligerant  nation,) 
shall  he  free  from  capture  or  detention  by  an  enemy ;  and 
that  the  committee  be  authorized  to  report  by  resolution  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  MURPHY  asked  the  leave  of  the  House  to 
present  a  petition,  which  he  had  been  endeavoring 
for  six  weeks  past  to  find  an  opportunity  to  present, 
but  had  been  unable  to  do  so  in  open  House,  in 
consequence  of  petitions  not  having  been  called  for 
during  that  time. 

Leave  being  granted  by  the  House — 
Mr.  M.  further  said  that  it  was  from  the  National 
Reform  Association  of  the  city  of  Brooklyn,  pray- 
ing that  the  public  lands  should  be  granted  in  small 
parcels  to  actual  settlers  without  charge;  and  that 
he  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  measure. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  LAWRENCE, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
slrnrted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and   propriety  of 
establishing  a  military  post  at  Crown  Point,  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  New  York  ;  and  that  ihey  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MULLIN, 

Resolved,  That  it  he  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  .fu- 
diciary  to  inquire  into  tlie  propriety  of  allowing  defendants 
in  criminal  cases  in  the  courts  of  the  United  Stales  to  ex- 
amine witnesses  on  their  behalf  on  commission;  and  that 
they  repint  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PECK, 

Reiolred,  That  the  Cominittee  on  Military  Aflairs  be  in- 
strmled  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  passing  an  act  lor 
till'  sctllenient  of  the  claims  of  the  4tli  regiment  2d  brigade 
and  ^d  ilivision  of  the  Vermont  Militia,  for  services  at  the 
battle  of  Plattsburg;  and  that  tlicjy  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENRY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Conimiltec.'  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instrneted  to  iiKjuire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  post  route  from  Towiisend,  in  Vermont,  to  West 
Townseud,  in  said  State;  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Mr.  PALFREY  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read,  and  laid  over,  under  the  rule: 

7;csj;rc(f,That  the  President  be  rcqurslcd  to  r(iniiminicat(; 
to  this  House,  if  not  iiicnn-i-ti  nt  wiili  the  public  inlcrcst, 
copies  of  inslrnctions  issued  from  \\n:  .Siate  l)cparlni(  nl  lo 
William  Ilogan,empliived  by  lhis(;(ivernmi'nt  in  the  i.-land 
of  Hayli,in  the  years  1811  and  1815;  also,  copies  of  any 
(•(MTi'spoiidenec  between  the  Deparlnmnt  of  Stale  and  said 
llogan  during  and  snbse(pieiit  lo  the  time  of  his  said  mis- 
sion. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALE, 

Rciolvcd,  'I'hat  the  tJommittee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  in- 
strucled  to  iii(|uirc  into  tin;  expediency  of  inakins  (irovision 
for  till-  payment  of  the  sum  which  has  been  audited  and 
found  due  to  Massachusriis  and  Maim^  for  militia  scrvicis, 
ns  set  forth  in  a  letter  from  the  .'Secretary  of  War,  dated  De- 
cember 2ii,  1837,  and  found  in  House  Uoc.  No.  45, 2J  session 
2jth  Congress. 
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Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Massachusetts,  moved 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed 
to: 

Re'iolucd,  Tliat  hill  No  301  of  the  House,  entitled  a  bill  to 
est:iblish  the  Ti^rritorial  Government  ot'  Oregon,  now  in 
CoiijMiittee  ol'  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  whioh  has  been  made  the  special  order  for  the  14th  of 
Mareh  instant,  be  made  the  special  order  for  the  28tli  of 
March  instant. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRTNNELL, 

Resolved,  Thnt  the  <Jomiiiitree  on  (Joinnierce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  tlie  expudienry  of  placing  huoys  and  a  lii,'ht- 
house  to  guide  vessels  through  iMiskeket  channel,  between 
Martha's  Vineyard  and  Nantucket. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KLN^G,  of  Massachusetts, 
Resolved,  That  document  No.  St  of  the  3d  session  27th 
Congress, containijis^inl'oruiationin  regard  to  claims  of  Uni- 
ted t'tates  citizens  on  the  Government  of  Hayti,  be  referred 
to  the  CMmmittee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PEASLEE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  that  the  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines  of  all  vess(^ls  commissioned  by  the 
Provincial  and  Continental  Congress  to  war  against  Great 
Britain  be  entitled  to  and  shall  receive  the  full  benefits  of  all 
laws  and  resolutions  enacted  f'orthe  relief  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  TUCK  oiTered  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution: 

Whereas  the  laws  of  the  United  States  now  permit  the 
collection  of  debts  by  the  extent  of  executions  upon  persons 
held  as  slaves,  ajid  sales  have  been  made  of  slaves  by  virtue 
of  such  laws:   Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  he  directed 
to  report  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  persons  held  as  slaves 
on  any  precept  iji  favor  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  giving  notice  of  his  intention 
to  debate  the  resolution,  it  was  laid  over  under  the 
rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMART, 

Raolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a  light-house  at 
some  point  on  the  shore  of  the  town  of  Islesborough,  in  the 
State  of  Maine  ;  and  also  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
erecting  alight-house  near  the  town  of  Northport,  in  said 
State;  and  said  committee  is  hereby  authorized  to  take  from 
the  files  of  the  House  any  papers  in  relation  to  the  erection 
of  said  light-houses. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLARKE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  substituting  gas 
where  oil  is  now  used  for  light  at  the  public  expense,  and 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GREGORY, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  directed 
to  con-ider  tlie  propriety  of  making  an  appropriation  of  not 
less  thaji  |;10,(;0(J  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of 
the  Passaic  river,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  ECKERT  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  laid  over  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  furnish  to 
this  House  a  monthly  statementof  all  the  iron,  manufiictures 
of  iron,  and  all  the  mineral  coal  imported  into  the  Umted 
States  from  the  l>t  of  July,  1847,  to  the  1st  of  March,  1848, 
designating  the  quantity  and  value  of  the  various  kinds  of 
iron,  and  the  value  of  the  manufactures  thereof,  and  the 
amount  and  value  of  mineral  coal  imported  during  said 
period. 

Mr.  MANN  offered  the  following  resolution, 
■which  was  read,  and  laid  over  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  send  to  this 
House  the  papers  of  Mott  Wilkinson,  a  soldier  of  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  on  file  in  his  office,  and  that  the  same  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  as 
evidence  in  his  application  for  increase  of  pension. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUTLER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  I..and3  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviving  and  ex- 
tending the  act  of  the  27th  of  July,  184J,  allowing  five  years 
for  the  i.-sue  and  location  of  late  war  bcmiity-land  warrant-, 
which  act  expired  on  the  27th  of  July  last,  so  as  to  provide 
for  such  bounty-land  warrants  as  have  not  been  sati>fied. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGER80LL  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules  to  enable  him  to  submit  a  motion  makinf  the 
m*5sage  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  de- 
clining to  communicate  to  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives all  the  instructions  given  Mr.  Slidell  as 
minister  to  Mexico,  &c.,  the  special  order  of  the 
day  for  Thursday  next. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  was  dis- 
agreed to,  two-thirds  not  voting  in  favor  thei-eof. 

Mr.  FUEEDLEY  offered  thefollowingpreamble 
and  resolution: 

Whereas,  the  increased  expenses  of  Government  caused 
by  tlic  war  with  M^'xico,  renders  it  propi-r  thai  additional 
revenues  vhall  he  provided  to  meet  the  same  :    ThiTefore. 

Resolred,  That  the  (Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  he  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  modifying  and 
increasing  the  duties  on  imports  as  to  yield  to  Government 
the  largest  amount  of  revenue  which  such  imports  can  be 
made  to  yield  consistent  with  the  welfare  and  best  interests 
of  the  country;  such  increased  duties  to  continue  during 
the  war  with  Mexico,  and  until  the  debt  thereby  created 
shall  be  paid  olf ;  said  committee  to  have  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 


Mr.  VENABLE  giving  notice  of  his  intention 
to  debate  the  resolution,  it  was  laid  over  under  the 
rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRODHEAD, 

Resolved,  That  the  petiticui  and  papers  of  Mrs.  Martha 
Gray,  widow  of  Captain  Gray,  the  discoverer  of  the  Colum- 
bia river,  be  taken  from  the  files  of  this  House  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BRADY  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Accounts  be  instructed 

to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what,  arrangements  are 

necessary  for  the  despatch  of  business  in  the  office  of  the 

Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr.  BRADY  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded;  and  the  question  then  being 
on  agreeing  to  the  resolution — 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  gave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  debate  it;  and  it  was  laid  over  under  the 
rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  he  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  bringing  in  a  bill  providing 
for  the  ap[inintrncnt  of  an  officer  to  reside  at  Chesapeake 
city,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  for  the  purpose  of  granting 
enrolments  and  licenses  to  vessels  engaged  in  the  coasting 
trade. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRISEIELD, 

Re'^olved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be,  and  it  is 
hereby,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  light-house  on  Flat  Cap,  at  the  mouth  of  Annamessex 
river,  in  the  State  of  Maryland  ;  and  aHo  info  the  expediency 
of  establishing  a  light-bo;it  on  the  Seven-Foot  Knoll,  near 
the  mouth  of  Patapseo  river,  in  said  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROMAN, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a 
national  foundry  at  Weverton,  in  Washington  county,  Mary- 
land, and  that  they  report  by  liill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McDOWELL, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing by  law  a  post  route  from  the  town  of  Moorsfield,  in 
Hardy  county,  Virginia,  by  way  of  the  south  fork  of  the  south 
branch  of  the  Potomac  river,  to  McDowell's  post  office,  in 
the  county  of  Highland,  Virginia,  and  that  said  committee 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  offered  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  which  were  read  and  agreed  to: 

Whereas  the  volunteers  engagetl  for  a  period  during  the 
war  with  Mexico  are  required  to  perform  the  same  service, 
undersothe  same  hardships,  and  are  in  most  respects  on  thu 
same  footing  with  the  regular  enlisted  soldiers  of  the  army ; 
and  whereas  the  said  volunteers  h.ive  greatly  dii-tinguished 
tliemselves  heretofore  as  a  most  efficient  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice :  In  order,  therefore,  to  promote  the  enrolment  of  volun- 
teers in  future,  if  such  shall  be  needed,  as  well  as  to  provide 
for  such  as  are  now  in  service — • 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  allowing  to  the  vol- 
unteers now  in  the  service,  or  who  may  behereafterenrollcd, 
the  same  bounty,  the  same  clothing,  and  other  advantages, 
without  regard  to  pay,  as  are  now  allowed  to  soldiers  enlist- 
ing in  the  regular  army. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  have  pow- 
er and  authority,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  in  the  ex- 
amination of  the  facts  presented  in  the  memorial  of  claimants 
under  the  treaty  with  the  Oherokees,  made  in  183.5,  with 
supplemetital  articles  in  1836,  to  send  for  persons,  records, 
and  papers,  and  to  examine  witnesses  in  relation  to  all  the 
matters  of  complaint  in  said  memorial  set  forth,  as  well  as 
of  the  conduct  of  the  late  hoard  of  commissioners,  appointed 
at  different  times  under  the  17th  article  of  said  treaty,  and 
also  the  matters  of  complaint  against  other  officers  of  the 
Government;  and  that  they  make  full  report  to  this  House. 

The  resolution,  giving  rise  to  debate,  was  laid 
over  under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DONNELL, 

Resolved,  That  the  ComiTiittce  on  Commerce  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  additional 
buoys  and  stationary  and  fioaling  lights  on  the  Cape  Fear 
river,  between  the  town  of  Wilmington, North  Carolina,  and 
the  ocean. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VENABLE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Riigraving  inquire  info 
the  expediency  of  procuring  ten  thousand  copies  of  Fre- 
mont's road-map  from  Fort  Independence,  in  Missouri,  to 
Fort  Wallawalla,  in  Oregon. 

Mr.  IVERSON  moved  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  fur- 
nish to  this  lIous(^  a  list  of  all  tlie  Creek  Indian  reservations 
under  the  treaty  of  1833  which  remain  unsold  by  the  reserver, 
or  otherwise  undisposed  of,  and  the  sales  of  which  have  not 
been  approved  by  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  desig- 
nating in  said  list  the  name  of  each  reserver,  and  the  town 
to  which  said  reserver  belonged;  also,  whether  such  reser- 
vatiim  be  a  dead  location  or  not;  whether  any  claim,  and 
what,  has  been  presented  at  the  War  Department  for  any 
of  said  unsold  reservations,  with  the  i-ondilion  of  such  claim 
or  title;  also,  what  plan,  if  any,  has  been  adopted  by  the 
War  Department  for  the  disposition  of  said  unsold  reserva- 
tions. 

Mr.  IVERSON  said,  as  the  resolution  was  of 
general  interest,  he  thought  there  would  be  no  ob- 
jection to  its  immediate  passage.  He  therefore 
moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose. 


The  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  offered  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Speaker  of  this 
House  to  cause,  as  soon  as  practicable,  the  de^ks  to  be  re- 
moved from  this  Hall,  the  seats  to  re  main  as  they  are  until 
some  better  arrangement  can  be  maih; ;  that  he  shall  also 
cause  a  suitable  tiilmne  to  be  erected  in  the  front  of  the 
Clerk's  table  for  the  accommodation  of  such  members  as 
may  desire  to  address  tlie  House  from  that  place. 

Mr.  K.  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  DONNELL  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table;  which  motion  v^as  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative by  yeas  and  nays:"  Yeas  96,  nays  68.  So 
the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHASE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  .Affairs  be  re- 
quested to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  reporting  a  bill  to 
this  House  providing  lor  compensating  the  volunteer  mount- 
ed troops  for  the  loss  of  hordes  in  the  Mexican  war,  as 
follows : 

1.  Horses  dying  for  want  of  forage. 

2.  Stolen  by  Mexicans  in  the  enemy's  country. 

3.  Taken  from  the  owners  anc-!  appropriated  to  the  service 
of  the  United  States  officers,  whereby  the  owners  were  de- 
prived of  their  use,  &C. 

4.  Lost  in  transportation  from  Tampico  to  Vera  Cruz,  or 
in  landing  at  Vera  Cruz. 

5.  (Jompensation  for  the  use  of  horses  of  which  the  own- 
ers were  deprived  by  order  of  the  United  Slates,  whereby 
the  volunteer  lost  his  horse,  as  well  as  the  pay  of  amounted 
man,  and  was  reduced  to  the  rank  of  infantry. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CROZIER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Po>t 
Roads  iiKiuire  into  the  exprdieucy  of  establi-hing  a  po^t 
route  from  Ualton,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  to  Benton,  in  the 
Stale  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings  be 
requested  to  report  to  this  House  what  injury,  if  any,  in  his 
opinion,  lias  been  done  to  the  Capitol  by  cutting  through  tlie 
walls  and  arches  of  tlie  bniMing  for  the  iiitrodnctinn  of  gas 
pipes;  also,  whether,  in  his  opinion,  any  injury  is  likely  to 
re-u't  from  digging  about  or  under  the  foundation  of  the 
building  for  the  pur|iose  of  patting  in  furnaces  to  heat  or 
warm  the  halls  and  rooms  of  the  Capitol ;  and,  also,  whether 
the  heavy  weight  upon  the  dome,  from  the  pole  and  its 
braces,  which  support  the  large  gas  lantern,  does  not  endan- 
ger the  dome  itself,  if  not  other  parts  of  the  buildinir;  and 
that  he  be  requested  also  to  report  what  will  probably  be  the 
annual  cost  of  materials  to  generate  gas,  and  for  hands  or 
persons  to  attend  the  gas-works  used  in  lighting  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennes.see,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  rotation  in  office,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
House,  is  one  of  the  cardinal  tenets  in  a  republican  form  of 
government,  andoughtnever  to  be  violated  on  any  preience 
whatever,  and  should  be  practised  upon  by  all  aiiministra- 
tions,  regardless  of  their  party  names. 

Resolved,  That  eight  years,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House, 
is  the  longest  term  any  individual  ouglit  to  be  permitted  to 
remain  in  office,  whose  appointment  is  conferred  by  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates  and  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments, either  by  the  Constitution  or  by  law. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  appoint- 
ment of  persons  to  office  shcmhl  he  made  upon  the  ba^is  of 
representation  from  the  several  States  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  Stales  ;  that  is  to  say,  the  whole  number  of  persona 
appointed  to  office  should  be  divided  by  the  whole  number 
of  Representatives,  giving  to  each  Congressioiinl  district  in 
the  Union  its  fair  ratio  of  officers  under  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  any  Con- 
gressional district  in  the  Union  is  more  than  competent  to 
furnish  its  full  quota  of  officers  upon  the  principle  as  laid 
down  in  the  foregoing  resolutions,  who  would  be  Imnest, 
capable,  and  faithful  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Unit:  d  States. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  immediately 
after  all  the  offices  shall  be  filled  upon  thi"  principle  laid 
down  in  these  resolulions,  the  President  and  the  heads  of 
departments  should  divide  the  whole  number  of  Congres- 
sional districts  into  four  equal  divisions,  or  as  near  so  as 
may  be  practicable,  classing  them  one,  two,  three,  and  four ; 
the  oflicers  belonging  to  the  first  district  falling  into  the  fi-st 
class  shall  he  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  ei!;hl  years  ;  tho>e 
falling  into  the  second  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expira- 
tion of  six  years;  those  falling  into  the  third  class  shall  be 
vacated  at  the  expiration  of  four  years;  those  falling  into 
the  fourth  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  two 
years;  so  that  one-fourth  of  the  whole  number  of  officers 
thus  appointed  would  be  retiring  from  office  every  two  years, 
and  a  new  set  coming  in  to  fill  the  vacancies  thus  occasion- 
ed. 

Resolved,  T'bat,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  in  the  selec- 
tion of  individuals  to  fill  the  offices  under  tlie  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, due  regard  should  be  had  to  the  farmers  and  me- 
chanics of  the  country,  so  as  to  give  them  their  proportion 
of  said  offices. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  people, 
the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  the  spirit  ol'the  times,  and 
justice,  all  demand  at  the  hands  of  the  President  and  heads 
of  departments,  so  soon  as  mav  be  practicable,  to  carry  into 
full  and  fair  efl"ect  the  principles  and  doctrines  laid  down  lu 
the  foregoing  residiitions. 

Mr.  J.  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  rnoved  to  lay  the 
resolutions  on  the  tabic.  Agreed  to.  Ayes  87, 
noes  32.  So  the  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY, 

Rcsjhe^,  That  the  Coniiiiiltee  on  Printing  be  instructed 
to  iiiqulru  into  tiie  e.\|)ediency  ofhavin?  printed  tlie  following 
stateini'Mts,  wliicli  have  been  prepared  in  tlie  ollice  of  the 
Ke^ij-ter  of  the  Treasury  : 

1.  A  statement  of  the  anion nt  of  all  revenues  received 
through  each  cujioni-house,  and  the  moneys  expended  at 
each  to  defray  the  expenses  of  collection,  from  the  earliest 
practicahle  pi-riod  to  June  30,  18-17,  classifying  the  receipts 
anil  expenditures  under  different  heads,  as  far  as  the  hooks 
of  the  department  will  permit. 

•3.  A  statement  of  the  quantity  of  land  sold,  the  amount 
received  therefor,  how  paid,  and  the  expenses  of  eolleetion 
in  each  land  district,  from  the  earliest  practi<able  period  to 
the  authof  June,  1847,  dividing  the  expenditures  under  the 
usual  different  heads. 

'J.  A  statement  of  the  whole  amount  of  revenue  received 
into  the  treasujy  each  year,  from  the  earliest  practicable  date 
to  June  .'to,  1817,  giving  the  source  from  whence  the  same 
was  derived. 

4.  A  statement  of  the  expenditures  of  the  Oovernment 
from  the  earliest  practicable  lime  to  June  30. 1847,  separating 
tlie  same  under  dilfercnt  heads  of  expenditure,  as  far  as  can 
be  done  from  the  records. 

5.  A  staiement  of  the  importations  and  exportations  of  do- 
mestic anil  foreign  goods  in  American  and  foreign  vessels  to 
and  from  each  c.-juntry,  from  tlie  eailiest  practicable  period 
to  June  30, 1817. 

6.  A  statement  of  the  tonnage  of  each  district  and  Slate, 
and  of  the  cla.sses  of  vessels,  from  the  earliest  period  practi- 
cable to  June  30,  1847. 

7.  A  statement  of  the  American  tonnage  engaged  in  for- 
eign trade  and  in  the  eoasling  trade  and  fisheries,  and  sea- 
men employed,  and  of  foreign  tonnage  entered  and  cleared, 
and  the  nuiid)er  of  their  crews  from  each  port  and  State, 
from  the  earliest  practicable  period  to  June  30,  1847. 

8.  A  statement  of  the  amount  of  moneys  received  on  ac- 
count of  the  marine  lio.-^pit:d  I'niid  in  each"dislrict  and  State, 
and  the  expenditure  s  al  the  same  places  frum  the  same  fund, 
anri  from  ap|iro|iiiatioiis  eacli  year,  from  the  earliest  practi- 
caljle  period  to  the  30tli  June,  1847. 

Ml-.  CUMMINS  oftered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions,  which  weie  read; 

Whereas  the  rights  and  powers  conferred  by  the  people  of 
the  United  .States  upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
are  by  the  Constitution  wisely  divided  into  and  distributed 
among  three  separate,  distinct,  and  independent  depart- 
ments, the  Legislative,  the  Executive,  and  tlie  Judicial, 
upon  each  of  which  arc  conferred  certain  separate,  distinct, 
and  independejit  powers  and  rights,  and  of' each  oi  which  is 
required  the  faithful  pi'rformaiice  ol  certain  se|)arate,  inde- 
pendent, and  distinct  duties  :  and  whereas  the  sati  ty  of  the 
citizens  and  the  harmony  and  perpeluit\' of  the  Goveriimeiit 
itself  requires  thateacli  di'|iartnieiit  should  b.e  kept  within  its 
prescribed  constitutional  limits,  and  that  neither  he  permit- 
ted to  usurp  t!ic  powers  or  to  encroach  upon  the  rights  or 
privileges  of  the  other  :  and  w  hereas  the  management  of  our 
affairs  with  foreign  nations  and  the  power  to  negotiate  treaties 
is  by  the  Constitution  conferred  upon  the  President,  and  the 
power  to  ratify  or  reject  treaties  belongs  to  the  Senate,  each 
being  held  responsible  to  the  people  for  the  wisdom  and 
fid(  lily  with  which  they  respectfully  exercise  these  powers 
and  discharge  their  respective  duties  :  and  whereas  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  the  President  is  constituted 
the  CDminauder-in-chief  of  our  army  and  navy,  and  he,  with 
his  Cubuii  t  ministers  and  oflieers  in  eommand,  are  charged 
with  and  h' Id  resfionsible  for  the  faithful,  cdleient,  and  wise 
exercise  of  tlie  power  and  discharge  of  liie  duties  tlins  con- 
ferred: and  whereas  it  would  be  i/iipoliiie  and  iinu  Ise,  j/e/irf- 
tng  the  negotiation  of  treat ii;s  wil.i  lorelgn  naiions,  or  during 
the  existence  of  outstanding'  and  uiiseiil.  il  questions,  to  give 
publicity  to  or  to  inlbrni  the  adverse  Government  of  the  in- 
Btructious  given  by  our  Government  at  home  to  our  minis- 
ters and  diplomatic  agents  abroad,  or  of  the  conlideiitial 
correspondeiiCtt  which  may  have  passed  between  them  :  and 
wherea.s,  also,  it  would  be  unwise  and  often  disastrous  to 
the  public  interests,  during  the  (ixistence  of  a  war,  to  publish 
to  the  world  and  inform  the  public  enemy  of  the  strenglh, 
position,  eonilition,  and  inovements  of  our  army,  or  to  dis- 
close to  the  public  enemy  the  plans  of  projected  campaigns 
yet  unexecuted  :  Therefore 

H  .^olcd.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
faithful  discharge  of  his  constitutional  duties,  is  invested 
Willi  the  right  and  clothed  with  the  power  to  withhold  from 
piildicalion  to  the  world  and  to  the  public  enemy  such  in- 
formation as  in  his  judt'ineiit,  and  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound 
discretion,  would  jiopard  the  safety  of  our  army  and  the 
sine  ss  of  our  arms,  anil  such  as  would  be  detrimental  to  the 
public  interests  and  advantageous  to  the  enemy  only. 

Rc'.olval,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
faithful  discharge  of  his  constiluiional  duties,  is  invested 
with  the  right  and  clothed  with  the  power  to  withhold  from 
publication  such  information,  inslruclioiis,  and  confakrttial 
corxs/xmi/cncc,  connected  with  the  unsettled  international 
coiitioversies  or  pending  negotiations  on  the  same, as  in  his 
judgment,  and  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound  discretimi,  would 
be  prejurhelal  to  the  public  interest  and  bencticial  to  the  ad- 
verse Government. 

liewliml,  Tliat  the  House  of  Representatives  has  the  right 
and  power  to  call  upon  tin;  President  ol'  the  United  Stales 
for  any  inform  ition  whidi  b,.,  as  President,  may  posse.ss  or 
control,  touching  or  coneernini.'  our  nalnmal  aifairs,  rilhcr 
domestic  or  foreign,  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  I'resideiit 
to  coinmiiiii<-atu  such  inlonnation,  unless,  frmn  consldei- 
iitions  of  public  policy,  and  m  the  exi-rcise  of  a  sound  dis- 
cretion, he  f-hoiild  be  of  o|iinion  that  the  publication  of  such 
iiiiorii.aiion  would  l.ir  prejudicial  to  the  public  interest,  or 
advantageous  to  our  advemaries. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  DUNN  moved  to  luy  the  resolutions  on  the 
talile.     LoHt. 

The  House  then  refused  to  second  the  previous 
question;  and 

Mr.  DUKR  givinj;  notice  of  his  intention  to  de- 
bate the  resolutions,  they  were  laid  over. 


Mr.  LAHM  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Mileage  be  instructed 
to  report  a  hill,  as  soon  as  convenient,  so  aiiwiidiiig  the  laws 
regulating  the  conipeiisation  of  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congress  as  to  reduce  their  compensation  ol  travel  to  and 
from  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  United  Slates  to  the  sum 
of  five  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles  of  travid  for  the  first 
four  hundred  miles  to  and  from  said  seat  of  Governnient,  and 
on  all  the  distance  over  the  said  four  hundred  miles  the 
same  to  he  reduced  to  two  dollars  for  every  twenty  miles 
travel,  and  that  said  committee  be  also  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the  per  diem  pay  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  and  on  this  last  subject  they  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  LAHM  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  question  wa.s  put  on  seconding  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question,  and  the  Flouse  refused 
to  second  the  said  dptnand;  and 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  then  giving  notice  of  his 
intention  to  debate  the  resolution,  it  was  laid  over 
under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CROWELL, 

Rc'ioh'cd,  That  the  petition  of  William  Greer,  together 
witli  till-  additional  testimony  in  the  case,  be  referred  again 
to  the  Coinniittee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAYLOR, 

Reiolveit,  That  the  Commillee  on  the  Public  Lands  he, 
and  they  are  heieby,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  ceding  to  the  State  of  Ohio  all  the  lands  remaining 
unsold,  and  that  are  unsaleable,  in  the  Chilicnthe  land  dis- 
trict, in  that  State,  for  such  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ment and  education  in  said  district  as  the  General  Assembly 
of  Ohio  may  deem  best. 

Mr.  FRIES  offered  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  ofthis  House  be,  and  he  is  here- 
by, authorized  to  pay  to  William  T.  Stewart  his  pay  as  mes- 
senger of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  months  of 
December.  January,  and  February. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  giving  notice  of 
his  intention  to  debate  the  resolution,  it  was  laid 
over  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  HARMANSON  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  State 
of  the  Union  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  House  bill  No.  8,  being  a  hill  relating  to  the  collection 
district  of  New  Orleans,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  be 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow,  Tuesday, 
the  15th  instant. 

Mr.  EMBREE  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
owns  a  large  quantity  of  land  in  the  counties  of  Gibson  and 
Posey,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  lying  on  the  Wabash  and 
White  rivers,  which  is  flat  and  wet,  and  subject  to  over- 
flow, .ind  thereby  rendered  worthless,  and  create  disease  in 
the  adjoining  country;  and  whereas  said  lands  have  been 
offered  for  sale  more  than  forty  years,  and  that  the  same 
would  be  of  great  value  were  they  reclaimed,  and  the  couii- 
tiy  around  them  rendered  much  more  healthv;  and  whereas 
it  is  tlionglit  practicable  to  reclaim  said  lands  by  draining  and 
levelling:  Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  the  (IJommittee  on 
Public  Lands  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  and 
ceding  to  said  conntii's  the  portion  of  said  lands  lying  in 
each  respectively  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CATHCART, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  iiu|uire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  that 
those  persons  u  ho  have  entitled  themselves  to  receive  160 
acres  of  bounty  land  for  their  services  during  the  present 
war  with  Mexico,  and  who  may  he  likewise  preemption 
claimants  upon  the  Miami  lands  in  Indiana,  shall  have  the 
privilege  of  entering  such  tracts  by  the  application  of  their 
iiounty-land  warrants  in  payment  or  part  pay  therefor:  said 
warrants  to  be  estimated  at  Sj.200. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNN: 

Resolved,  'I'liat  the  Coniniiltee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Poads  he  iii.-trncteil  tolinpiire  wlietlier  there  is  any  regula- 
tions of  the  Post  Olliee  Drparlinent  by  which  greater  facili- 
ties are  given  in  the  transiiiission  through  the  Post  Office  to 
written  than  to  printed  matter;  the  reason  or  necessity  of 
any  such  regulations ;  and  whether  there  has  been  any  nn- 
re.isonablc  delay  in  forwardiiii:  any  public  documents  or 
other  printed  matter,  after  being  placed  in  the  Post  Office; 
and  also  whether  any  finlher  leaislation  is  necessary  to  en- 
sure the  speedy  and  safe  transmission  of  all  mailable  matter 
deposited  in  the  Po;:t  Office,  whether  printed  or  written. 

Mr.  EMBREE  offered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution,  which  were  read,  and  the  resolu- 
tion agreed  to: 

Whereas,  James  Sinithson,T%q.,  by  his  last  will  and  testa- 
ment, liaviim  given  the  whole  of  his  property,  now  amoniit- 
iiig  to  more  than  .^"Ud. 1)011.  to  the  United  Stales,  to  found  an 
establishnieiit  for  the  increase  and  diffusinn  of  knowledge 
among  men,  and  Congress,  to  carry  out  the  lihernl  desi;;ns  of 
the  donor,  having  passed  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish 
the  Smithsonian  Inslitntion  for  the  increase  and  dilfu-ion  ol" 
knowledge  among  men,"  approved  August  10,  184G  ;  and 
whereas  officers  have  been  appointed  under  said  act,  and  are 
proceeding  to  erect  a  building,  which,  with  the  improvc- 
nienfs  atlaehed,  aceoiiling  to  tludr  estimate,  is  to  cost  aboul 
,-|-2'.0.(l'i0;  and  said  officers  are  about  to  establish  in  said 
IpiiiIiIiii!.',  with  the  funds  of  the  institution,  a  library,  to  con- 
tain 1 110.000  volumes,  a  ninseum  on  a  large  scale.acheniical 
laboratory,  lecture-rooms  for  the  purpose  of  delivering  lec- 
tures, anil  a  gallery  of  art;  and  whereas  all  of  said  objects 
are  local  in  their  nature,  and  confined  to  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington and  its  vicinity,  when  the  design  of  the  liberal  donor 
was  not  only  the  increase  of  knowledge  but  the  diffusion  of 


it  amongst  men,  for  the  general  good  ;  and  whereas  said  act 
provides  "  that  there  is  "reserved  to  Congress  the  right  of 
altering  or  amending,  adding  to,  or  repealing  any  of  the  pro- 
visions ofthis  act:"  Therefore,  he  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Library  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  so  chamiing  and  modifying  said  act  as  to 
establish  a  deparfiiient'in  said  institution  for  the  purpose  of 
collectinganil  airanging  information  on  agiiculture, common 
school  education,  political  economy,  and  the  useful  arts  and 
sciences;  which  information,  together  with  the  useful  lec- 
tures that  may  be  delivered  in  said  institution,  shall  be  pub- 
lished and  circulated  gratuit(nisl\-  among  the  pi.'Ople,  so  as  to 
carry  out  the  design  of  the  testator  in  diffusing  useful  knowl- 
edge amongst  men,  and  that  said  committee  report  by  bill  or 
otheiwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TOMPKINS, 

Resolved,  Th.at  the  Committcfi  on  the  Post  Ofiice  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provi- 
ding for  permanent  arrangements  with  the  railroads  in  the 
several  States  of  the  Union  to  transport  the  United  States 
mail,  and  means  and  munitions  of  war  upon  long  contracts, 
say  twenty  years. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  also  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  such  contracts  on 
terms  and  eondiiions  that  certain  per  cent,  of  coin[ieiisatiou 
for  such  services  be  employed  to  coinpleic  unfinished  por- 
tions of  roads,  to  fill  up  links  not  now  connecting,  and  for 
the  continuation  especially  of  the  southwestern  chain  of 
railroads ;  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TOMPKINS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  the 
States  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama  certain  portions  of  the 
public  binds,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from 
Jackson,  in  the  Stale  of  Mississippi,  to  Montgomery,  in  the 
State  of  Alabama;  and  that  they  repent  by  bill  or  otiierwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TOMPKINS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  mail  route  from  Hillsborough,  Scott  county,  to 
Raleigh,  Smith  county,  Mississippi ;  and  the  establishment 
of  a  post  office  at  the  house  of  Asa  Myers,  in  the  said  county 
of  Scott;  and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  And, 
also,  that  they  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  to  the 
Postmaster  General  authority  to  branch  the  mail  stage  route 
from  Jackson,  in  Mississippi,  to  Gainsville  and  Livingston, 
in  Al.abama,  al  or  east  of  Hillsborough,  so  that  one  branch  pass 
through  Philadelphia,  in  the  county  of  Neshoba,  and  De 
Kalb,  in  the  county  of  Kemper,  anri  the  other  branch  to  (lass 
through  Decatur,  in  the  county  of  Newton,  and  Marion,  in 
the  county  of  Lauderdale,  Mississippi ;  and  that  tliey  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  moved  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instruct- 
ed to  repoit  to  this  House  joint  resolutions  to  be  recom- 
mended to  the  several  States  for  adoption,  amending  the  first 
section  of  the  third  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  provides  that  "the  judses  both  of  the  Supreme 
and  inferior  courts  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  beha- 
vior," so  as  to  read,  "  the  judges  both  of  the  Supreme  and 
inferior  courts  shall  hold  their'offices  for  a  term  of  years,  to 
be  prescribed  by  law." 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  the  previous  question. 
Mr.  FRIES  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table;  which  motion  was  decided  in  the  affirmative: 
Yeas  83,  nays  68. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  SMITH,  of  lllinoi.?,  asked  leave  to  intro- 
duce the  following  joint  resolution,  of  which  pre- 
vious notice  had  been  given,  viz: 
RESOLUTION  authorizing  the  President  to  cause  certifi- 
cates to  be  prepared  and  presented  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  have  served  in  the  present  war  with  Mexico. 
Be  it  resolved  hij  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rcjircscnlalivcs  of 
the  United  Slates  of  ^imerica  in  Congress  assembled,  That 
the  Presidentbe,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized  to  cause  cer- 
tificates to  be  prepared  on  parchment,  of  suitable  size,  and 
with  appropriate  devices,  to  be  iiresriiled  to  each  officer, 
non-coniniissiuiird  officer,  iiiusieian,  and  private,  of  the  reg- 
ular forces  and  volunteers,  w  ho  has  served  or  may  serve  in 
the  present  war  with  ftlexico  during  the  term  for  which  he 
entered  the  army,  or  until  he  has  been  or  shall  be  honorably 
discharged  from  the  service ;  which  shall  be  signed  by  i he 
President  and  sealed  with  the  seal  of  the  War  Depaitnienf, 
and  coiinleisigiied  by  the  Secretary  of  War ;  which  certifi- 
cates shall  set  forth  ilie  term  of  service  of  the  officer,  non- 
comiiiissioiied  otlicer.  musician,  or  private,  and  the  battle  or 
battles  In  which  he  iias  been  or  may  be  engaged,  tojethcr 
with  ;ill  special  acts  of  distinguished  gallantry  perfor«ied  by 
him  ill  the  service. 

Jlnd  he  il  further  resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
President  to  cause  such  measures  to  be  taken  as  he  may 
deem  most  expedient  and  best  calculafed  to  procure  correct 
inforination  as  to  the  services  of  the  olficers,  non-commis- 
sioiied  ollieers.  ninsicians,  and  privates,  who  ha\  e  served  or 
ina\-  serve  in  flu-  present  war  with  Mexico,  to  enable  him  to 
carry  inlo  ell'ecl  the  foregoing  resolniion. 

.dnd  he  il  fmlhvr  resolved.  Thai  when  any  officer,  noii- 
eoininissioned  ollicer,  miisieian,  or  private,  has  beenormay 
be  killed  in  bailie,  or  has  died  or  ina>  die  in  the  service,  the 
certificate  aforesaid  shall  be  presented  to  his  family. 

Debate  arising  on  the  motion  for  leave,  it  was 
laid  over  under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FICKLIN, 
Resolved,  That  the  Commiltec  on  Public  Lauds  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  granting  bounty  lands 
to  the  soldiers  engiiged  in  the  Indian  wars,  under  (Jenerals 
St.  Clair,  Ilamar,  and  Wiiyne  ;  and  also  such  soldiers  of  the 
war  of  181'i  as  have  not  received  bounty  lands;  and  that  they 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  TURNER, 

Rf.solved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  ex])edienny  of  establishing  a  port  of 
entry  at  the  city  of  Galena,  in  the  State  of  Illinois;  and  that 
they  report  hy  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  moved  for  leave  to 
introduce  a  joint  resolution  of  thanks  to  Brigadier 
General  Price  and  Colonel  Doniphan,  and  through 
them  to  the  officers  and  men  under  their  command. 

Mr.  HALL  moved  the  previous  question  on  the 
motion  for  leave,  which  was  not  seconded;  and 
debate  arising  on  the  motion  for  leave,  it  was  laid 
over  under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri, 

Resolved,  Tliat  tlie  Commitjee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  post  office  laws  as  to  give  the  franking  priv- 
ilege to  all  postmasters  whose  salaries  at  this  lime  do  not 
exceed  two  hundred  dollars  per  annum. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolution;  but,  giving  rise  to  debate,  it 
was  laid  over  under  the  rule: 

Resolved,  (with  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate,)  That  the 
President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives close  the  present  session  of  Coneress  by  an  ad- 
journment of  their  respective  Houses  on  Monday,  the  96th 
day  of  June,  A.  D.  ]848. 

Mr.  GREGORY  moved  the  following  resolution ; 
which,  giving  rise  to  debate,  was  laid  over  under 
the  rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  pay,  on  the  audit 
of  the  Committee  of  Accounts,  the  account  of  T.  Barley 
Meyers  and  F.  F.  Marbury,  employed  by  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury  under  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  20th  Janu- 
ary, 1846,  to  take  sworn  testimony  in  the  claim  of  Matthews, 
VVood,  and  Hall. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCLELLAND, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  printing  an  additional  number  of  the  President's 
message,  with  the  acc(mipanying  documents,  for  tire  use  of 
tlie  members  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LEFFLER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  post  route  from  the  Raccoon  Forks  of  the  Des 
Moines  river  to  Council  Bluflfs,  on  the  Missouri ;  also,  from 
El  Kadir  to  Jacksonville,  in  Clayton  county,  Iowa. 

Mr.  SLINGERLAND  offered  the  following 
preamble  and  resolution: 

Whereas  the  death  of  the  distinguished  and  lamented 
statesman,  Hon.  John  Uuincy  Adams,  is  a  source  of  sorrow- 
ful interest  to  all  parts  of  the  Union  ;  and  as  every  circum- 
stance relatingto  that  event  is  universally  desired  and  eagerly 
sought  for;  and  as  the  copies  of  the  addresses  made  in  Con- 
gress and  the  address  of  the  chaplain  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives upon  that  event,  which  have  been  previously 
ordered  to  be  printed,  have  been  found  inadequate  to  supply 
the  call  for  them  :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Printing  be  in- 
structed to  have  printed  twenty  thousand  additional  copies 
of  those  addresses. 

The  resolution  being  objected  to,  it  was  not  re- 
ceived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HENLEY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
reception  of  military  bounty  land  warrants  in  pai'ment  for 
lands  by  persons  holding  prcejnption  rights. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  moved  to  suspend  the  rules, 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion. 

The  question  was  put,  and  two-thirds  not  voting 
in  favor  thereof,  it  was  not  agreed  to. 

[The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  resolution  which 
Mr.  C.  proposed  to  offer: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  this 
House  why  tlie  rorrespondence  heretofore  called  for  by  the 
following  resolution  has  not  been  furnished  to  the  House  ; 

'■Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  to  this  House  copies  of  all  correspondence 
between  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Major  General  Scott,  and 
between  the  S(!cri-tary  of  War  and  Major  General  Taylor, 
and  between  Major  General  Scott  andN.  P.  Trist,  late  Com- 
missioner of  the  United  States  to  Mexico,  and  between  the 
latter  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  has  not  heretofore 
been  published,  and  the  publication  of  which  may  not  be 
incompatible  with  the  public  interest.'"] 

RESOLUTIONS  FROM  STATE  LEGISLATURES. 

Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  New  Jersey,  presented 
resolution.';  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  ap- 
proving of  Mr.  Whitney's  plan  of  constructing  a 
railroad  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

Mr.  NELSON  presented  a  joint  resolution  of 
the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  the  Slate  of  New 
York,  again:sl  any  alteration  of  the  "Act  concern- 
ing pilots,"  by  which  a  competition  among  pilots 
would  be  diminished. 

Also,  a  similar  joint  resolution  in  favor  of  the 
continuance  of  pensions  to  the  widows  of  soldiers 
of  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York,  presented  reso- 
lutioius  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  in  relation 
to  extending  the  pension  laws  by  which  widows  of 


revolutionary  officers  and  soldiers  are  entitled  to 
pensions. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York,  presented  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
against  any  change  in  the  act  concerning  pilots 
which  would  destroy  or  diminish  the  competition 
now  existing. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, approving  of  Mr.  Whitney's  plan  of  con- 
structins:  a  railroad  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean. 

Mr.  STRONG  presented  similar  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  New  York. 

Mr.  OUTLAW  presented  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  North  Carolina  relating  to  the  inlets 
on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  EDSALL  presented  the  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  Jersey  in  favor  of  Mr.  Whit- 
ney's plan  for  a  railroad  to  Oregon. 

Also,  the  resohttions  of 'the  same  relative  to  the 
pilot  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  same,  approving  the  sen- 
timents expressed  by  the  Chicago  Convention,  in 
July  last,  in  relation  to  harbors  and  navigable 
rivers,  &c. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  presented  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  State  of  Georgia  asking  for  the  con- 
struction of  various  post-routes  in  said  State. 

Also,  for  changing  a  mail-route  so  as  to  run 
from  Boxville  up  to  Dublin,  on  the  west  side  of 
Oconee  river,  and  down  from  Dublin  to  Boxville, 
on  the  east  side  of  said  river. 

Also,  resolutions  from  the  same  approving  of 
Mr.  Whitney's  plan  for  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road to  Oregon. 

Also,  resolutions  from  the  same  expressive  of 
the  sense  it  entertains  of  the  value  of  the  Military 
Institute  of  the  United  States  at  West  Point. 

Mr.  ROCKHILL  presented  a  joint  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  relative  to  the  pay- 
ment of  annuities  belonging  to  the  Miami  tribe  of 
Indians. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York:  A  bill  concern- 
ing costs  in  civil  suits  and  proceedings  in  the  name 
of  the  United  Slates.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  .Tudiciary. 

By  Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama:  A  bill  to  cede 
to  the  State  of  Alabama  the  public  lands  lying 
within  the  limits  of  said  State  for  purposes  of  edu- 
cation. Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

By  Mr.  INGE:  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  .John  B. 
Smith  and  Simeon  Darden.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

By  Mr.  TOMPKINS:  A  hill  to  provide  pen- 
sions for  all  the  officers  and  soldiers,  regular  and 
volunteer,  who  have  been  injured  and  perma- 
nently disabled  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
in  the  existing  war  with  Mexico.  Read  twice  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

NOTICES  OF  BILLS. 

Notices  of  motions  for  leave  to  introduce  bills 
were  given  as  follows,  viz: 

By  Mr.  CUMMINS:  Of  the  bill  declaratory  of 
the  rights  of  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  secure  and  protect  them  in  the  peace- 
ful exercise  and  enjoyment  of  their  rights  against 
the  acts  and  influence  of  foreign  Governments  and 
their  diplomatic  agents. 

By  Mr.  WICK:  Of  a  bill  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  slaves  into  the  District  of  Columbia, 
with  certain  exceptions. 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York  :  Of  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  obtaining  accurate  returns  and  annual  state- 
ments of  the  internal  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
United  States. 

Also,  a  bill  to  refund  to  the  New  York  Indians 
the  moneys  withheld  from  them  by  Janus  Stugker, 
sub-agent  appointed  for  said  Indians  by  the  United 
Stales. 

Also,  a  bill  to  extend  the  provisions  and  benefits 
of  certain  acts  of  Congress  "-ranting  pensions  to 
the  widows  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revo- 
lution. 

By  Mr.  S.  LAWRENCE:  Of  a  bill  to  revive 
and  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  granting  bounty 
lands  and  extra  pay  to  certain  Canadian  volun- 
teers," approved  March  5,  181G. 

By  Mr.  LA  SERE  :  Of  a  bill  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  an  additional  judge  of  the  United 
States  District  Court  for  the  Siale  of  Louisiana. 


By  Mr.  FULTON:  Of  a  joint  resolution  autho- 
rizing; the  Secretary  of  State  to  furnish  the  clerk  of 
the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Western  District  of  Virginia  four  copies  of  Little 
&  Brown's  edition  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  CROWELL  :  Of  a  bill  to  repeal  so  much 
of  the  act  approved  February  27,  1801,  and  all  other 
acts  and  parts  of  acts  concerning  the  District  of 
Columbia,  as  in  any  way  interferes  with  the  insti- 
tution of  slavery  or  the  slave  trade  therein. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communications,  viz: 

I.  A  communication  from  the  Postmaster  Gene- 
ral, relative  to  the  transportation  of  the  mail  from 
Charleston  to  Chagres,  touching  at  St.  Augustine 
and  Key  West,  and  also  at  Havana  and  across  the 
Isthmus  of  Panama,  and  thence  to  Astoria,  with  a 
copy  of  a  contract  accepted  by  that  department  for 
that  service,  subject  to  the  action  of  Congress. 

II.  A  communication  from  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of 
March  3,  1845,  a  copy  of  a  contract  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  United  States  mail  between  New 
York  and  Bremen,  upon  the  terms  and  conditions 
required  by  said  act. 

III.  A  letter  from|the  Commissioner  of  Patents, 
in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the 
12th  of  January  last,  as  to  what  legislation  is  ne- 
cessary to  provide  room  in  the  Patent  Office  build- 
ing for  the  arrangement  of  models  in  such  manner 
as  to  give  the  examiners  such  access  to  them  as  is 
necessary  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEPHENS,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  business  on  the 
Speaker's  table. 

The  first  business  in  order  was  the  message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  returning  to 
the  House  the  bill  of  the  last  session  "to  provide 
for  continuing  certain  works  in  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin,"  with  his  objections  for  withholding 
his  approval;  on  which  a  motion  to  refer  the  mes- 
sage to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  was  pending 
and  also  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded;  and  under 
its  operation  the  message  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

The  next  subject  in  order  was  the  message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmitting 
docuinents  in  relation  to  the  return  of  Santa  Anna 
and  Paredes  to  Mexico,  and  refusing  to  furnish  the 
instructions  given  to  Mr.  Slidell,  as  requested  by 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  4th  of  January,  1848. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS,  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 
rose,  and  stating  his  inability  to  proceed  in  his 
remarks  this  evening. 

The  House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  March  14,  1848. 

TheJournal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  PALFREY  asked  the  House  to  take  up  the 
resolution  he  yesterday  offered  and  act  upon  it. 
The  resolution  was  read  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communicate 
to  this  House,  if  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest, 
copies  of  instructions  issued  from  the  State  Department  to 
William  Hojan,  employed  by  this  Government  in  the  island 
of  Hayti  in  the  years  1844  and  1845  ;  also,  copies  of  any  cor- 
respondence between  the  Department  of  State  and  said  Ho- 
gan  during  and  subsequent  to  the  time  of  his  said  mission. 

Objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was  not 
considered. 

Mr.  GAYLE,  by  general  consent,  introduced  a 
bill,  previous  notice  having  been  given,  to  establish 
the  rates  of  postage  on  steamboats  and  other  water 
craft  not  in  the  employ  of  the  United  States.  Read 
and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commitleeoii  Aijrieulture  be  iu.-lruct- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  and  expi-riienoy  of  iiiipnrting 
into  the  United  States  the  .\lpaca  or  Peruxinn  slieep.  and 
whether  it  would  be  eonsistiMit  and  advisable  to  em|)loy  ihe 
vessels  of  the  General  Government  lor  that  purpose. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CONGER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Commillee  on  Engraving  be  instructed 
to  re|)ort  whether  the  litliograpbie  ixv.\\t<  acToiir|i.iii,\iiiL' Ihe 
President's  annual  message,  a^;  onbrrd  to  be  puhlisiied  by 
this  House,  have  been  furnished  to  the  niimix  r  n.iuovd  when 
the  last  was  received,  if  so  furnished  ;  and  il  noi  imni>hed, 
When  they  may  be  expected,  and  whether  there  has  been 
any  uiniccessary  delay  in  furni-hins  the  same  or  any  part 
thereof.  Also,  that  the\-  report  whether  saul  connnittee  have 
contracted  for  the  publication  of  the  innpof  LieutenaulsEin- 


460 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  14, 


orv  and  Ahcrl.  nr  either  of  thi-m,  a-;  ordered  by  this  House  ; 
and  if  so,  with  wiioiii  said  oontrarl  has  been  made,  and  wlien 
said'  maps,  nr  any  portion  of  the  number  ordered,  will  be 
ready  for  delivery. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CROW  ELL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  tiie  relief  of  Cassius  M.  Clay. 
Read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  an  adverse  re- 
port upon  the  petition  of  John  Hamilton.  Laid 
on  the  talile. 

Mr.  LIGON,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of  John  De- 
groot.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DUNN,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
adverse  reports  upon  the  petitions  of  Jarvis  .Tack- 
son  and  Jpi-eniiah  Rushton.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FLOURNOY,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Crown. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  HUNT,  from  the  Coinmittee  on  Commerce, 
made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of  Atkins 
Dyer.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GREGORY,  fi-om  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  provide  for  landing  and  storing  the 
cargoes  of  vessels  fiom  foreign  ports,  and  for  other 
purpo.tp.s.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  DONNELL  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resokition; 
but,  objection  being  made,  it  was  not  received. 

Mr.  'GOGGIN,from  the  Cominittee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  an  adverse  report  on 
the  petition  of  John  McRae.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SIMS,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Washington  Mutual  Fiie  Insurance  Company. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  HALL,of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
George  R.  Ward.      Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Joshua  Eddy,  deceased  Read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  so  much 
of  the  30th  section  of  the  act  to  establish  the  ju- 
dicial courts  of  the  United  States  as  authorizes  the 
taking  of  depositions  de  bene  esse,  without  notifica- 
tion to  the  adverse  party.    Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affnirs,  reported  a  joint  lesolution  for  the  re- 
lief of  Samuel  T.  Anderson.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  K.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in 
relation  to  the  removal  of  obstructions  to  naviga- 
tion at  Hell  Gate,  in  the  East  rivei',  accompanied 
by  a  plan  for  the  improvement  thereof.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Eagle  Steamboat  Company.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Al.so,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a  bill 
to  change  the  name  of  Photius  Kavasales  to  Pho- 
tius  Fisk.     The  bill  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  C.  made  a  brief  statement  of  the  case.  The 
petitioner  (he  said)  was  a  chaplain  in  the  United 
Stales  navy,  a  naturalized  citizen,  and  at  present 
an  inhabitant  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  being 
stationed  at  the  navy-yard  in  this  city.  Mr.  Kav- 
asales was  desirous  of  changing  his  name  in  con- 
sequence of  some  events  which  had  taken  place  in 
Greece,  his  native  country,  and  the  name  he  wish- 
ed to  lake  was  that  of  an  early  benefactor.  There 
could  lie  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  pass 
such  a  law,  similar  act.s  having  been  passed  hci-e- 
tofore;  and,  a.s  he  presimied  there  could  be  no  ob- 
iertions  to  the  object  of  the  bill,  he  moved  that  it 
have  its  third  reading  at  this  time,  and  be  immedi- 
aielv  put  upon  its  passaire. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  said  he  had  been  absent  from 
the  committee  when  this  bill  was  under  considera- 
tion, and  he  did  not  know  that  he  should  oppose 
the  object  of  the  bill;  but  he  could  not  give  his  as- 
sent to  the  motion  to  pass  it  without  previous  ref- 
erence to  a  committee.  One  of  the  staiuling  com- 
mittees of  the  House  ought  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  inf|uiring  into  the  fnct.s  of  the  case,  and  report 
them  to  lheHou.se.  He  thought  the  House  had 
of  late  got  too  much  into  the  habit  of  passing  bills 
hastily,  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  withoirt  due 
consideration;  and  he,  for  one,  should  .'-el  Inm.self 
against  the  continuance  of  such  a  practice.  He 
hoped  the  bill  would  take  the  usual  course. 


Mr.  SIMS  thought  there  could  be  no  possible 
necessity  for  committing  so  simple  a  bill  as  this. 
The  case  was  perfectly  plain,  and  there  could  be 
no  doubt  as  to  the  power  of  the  House  to  act.  The 
applicant  for  whose  benefit  this  bill  had  been  re- 
ported was  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United 
States, and  a  resident  citizen  of  this  District.  When 
a  citizen  of  one  of  the  States  was  desirous  of 
changing  his  name,  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Slate 
Legislature,  either  directly  or  by  authorizing  the 
courts  to  do  it.  Congress  stood  to  the  people  of 
this  District  in  the  place  of  a  local  legislature,  and, 
no  question,  possessed  the  power  to  pass  a  bill  of 
this  description. 

Mr.  BURT  wished  to  inquire  of  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  who  reported  this  bill  whether, 
by  the  laws  of  Maryland,  (which  were  at  present 
in  force  in  this  District,)  the  courts  were  not  em- 
powered to  change  the  names  of  citizens  applying 
for  such  change.'  Had  the  committee  inquired  on 
that  subject.' 

Mr.  SIMS  replied  that  the  committee  had  not 
made  such  an  inquiry,  because,  knowing  that  their 
chairman  was  an  able,  experienced,  and  learned 
member  of  the  Maryland  bar,  they  presumed,  of 
course,  that  he  was  well  informed  on  that  point. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  slated  that  the  laws 
of  Maryland  gave  to  the  courts  no  such  power. 

Ml-.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  was  desirous  of  know- 
ing why  any  man  in  the  United  States  could  not, 
without  any  act  of  Congress,  or  of  any  Legisla- 
ture whatever,  change  his  name  as  he  pleased.' 
He  had  put  that  question  to  a  learned  gentleman 
of  his  acquaintance,  who  agreed  with  himself  in 
the  opinion  that  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  it. 
Mr.  I.  believed  that  a  man  could  change  his  own 
name  by  his  own  act  as  often  as  he  pleased.  Mr. 
I.  had  seen  the  question  tried  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative.  But  such  change,  when  made,  did  not 
operate  to  diminish  in  the  least  degree  the  force  of 
any  previous  contract  the  individual  might  have 
entered  into  previously,  nor  would  it  prevent  his 
being  brought  before  a  court  of  justice  for  any 
crime  he  had  before  committed. 

Mr.  SIMS  assented  to  the  position  taken  by  Mr. 
Ingersoll,  that  a  man  might  change  his  name  as 
often  as  he  pleased;  but,  though  he  had  the  natural 
right  to  do  it,  this  was  like  many  other  natural 
rights  which  a  inan  did  not  choose  always  to  ex- 
ercise. A  man  hid  a  natural  right  to  get  drunk, 
but  he  could  not  exercise  that  right  without  conse- 
quences which  every  man  did  not  like  to  incur.  No 
respectable  man  would  choose  to  have  his  name 
accompanied  with  a  dozen  aliases.  It  was  accord- 
ingly customary  in  all  the  Stales  for  an  orderly  and 
good  citizen,  who  for  jiarticular  reasons  might  be 
desirous  of  changing  his  name,  to  apply  to  the 
highest  tribunal  in  the  State  where  he  resided,  who 
passed  a  solemn  public  act  of  legislation  making 
the  change  desired. 

In  other  Slates  the  necessity  for  this  was  super- 
seded by  u  general  law  empowering  certain  of  the 
State  courts  to  grant  such  requests.  By  this  means 
good  order  was  preserved  in  the  community,  and 
a  citizen  whose  circumstances  rendered  it  proper 
and  desirable  that  he  should  change  his  name  was 
preserved  from  being  exposed  to  suspicion  in  doing 
so.  It  was  a  good  municipal  police  regulation,  and 
ought  to  be  encouraged;  while,  on  the  contrary, 
the  change  of  men's  names  witliout  such  sanction 
of  public  authority  ought  not  to  be  encouraged. 
He  saw  no  conceivable  necessity  for  any  delay  in 
so  plain  a  case  as  this,  and  he  hoped  the  bill  would 
be  suffered  to  pass  at  once  without  further  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  PALFREY  said  he  had  not  watched  the 
course  of  this  debate,  having  had  his  allention  par- 
tially called  off  to  another  matter.  He  understood, 
however,  the  facts  to  be,  that  a  highly  respectable 
gentleman,  a  citizen  of  this  District,  and  a  chaplain 
in  the  navy,  who  was  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  desired,  for  reasons  satisfactory  to 
himself,  to  have  his  name  changed,  by  assuming 
that  of  a  deceased  benefactor.  The  only  objection 
Mr.  P.  had  heard  urged  in  opposition  to  this  bill 
was,  that  the  petitioner  could  make  the  change  for 
himself.  Mr.  P.  was  acquainted  with  the  fact  that 
names  were  changed  by  statute  law  in  the  States. 
In  Massachusetts,  when  a  man  wanted  to  change 
his  name,  he  petitioned  the  Slate  Legislature;  the 
petition  was  sent  to  a  committee,  who  reported  a 
ijill  for  his  relief,  whii;li  passed  the  usual  forms, 
the  same  as  any  other  Slate  law.  If  this  was  the 
general  course  in   tlic  State  Legislatures,  he  pre- 


sumed, as  Congress  was  in  the  place  of  a  State 
Legislature  to  tlie  people  of  this  District,  the  same 
thing  could  here  be  done  by  Congress.  The  only 
remedy  proposed  by  his  friend  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll]  for  this  Mr.  Kavasales  was 
that  he  should  change  his  name  to  any  other  he 
preferred  to  bear,  without  any  of  the  forms  of  legis- 
lation. His  friend  was  a  lawyer,  which  Mr.  P. 
was  not;  and  if  he  said  so,  Mr.  P.  presumed  that 
a  man  might,  if  he  pleased,  lake  a  new  name  as 
often  as  he  pleased,  under  which  he  might  sue  and 
be  sued,  just  as  under  that  by  which  he  was  known 
before.  But  would  not  this  be  considered  as  a 
very  suspicious  proceeding?  The  first  time  such 
a  man  signed  his  new  name  to  a  note  of  hand, 
would  it  give  much  satisfaction  to  the  receiver  of 
the  note,  who  had  always  till  then  known  him  by 
another  name?  And  would  it  be  so  if  he  did  it  a 
second  time?  Would  not  such  a  proceeding  be 
apt  to  give  rise  to  some  embarrassing  questions  ? 
But  Mr.  P.  thought  that  the  Congress  of  the  Uni 
ted  Slates  had  barred  itself  against  a  refusal  in  this 
case  by  passing  previous  laws  for  such  a  change. 
The  records  of  the  House  would,  he  believed,  show 
some  half  dozen  cases  in  which  similar  a[iplirations 
had  been  complied  with  for  the  lienefit  of  citizens 
of  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  recent  case  of 
Captain  Finch,  of  the  navy,  whose  name  had  been 
changed  to  Bolton,  must  be  fresh  in  the  recollection 

of  air. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  persisted  in  his  objection  to  per- 
mitting this  bill  to  pass  without  previous  reference 
to  a  committee.  His  first  objection  was,  that  this 
practice  of  passing,  what  were  slated  to  be  unim- 
portant bills,  without  referring  them,  was  becoming 
too  frequent  in  the  House;  and  bills  had  sometimes 
been  passed  in  this  way,  on  the  assurance  of  some 
member  that  they  were  mere  matters  of  form,  or 
of  a  nature  so  simple  as  not  to  admit  of  any  ques- 
tion, which,  when  it  was  loo  late,  were  found  to 
be  of  great  importance.  He  thought  it  a  good  rule 
that  all  bills,  of  every  kind,  whether  of  great  or 
little  alleged  importance,  should  go  to  one  of  the 
standing  committees  of  the  House,  and  undergo  a 
full  investigation  there.  The  exceptions,  Mr.  F. 
thought,  should  be  rare,  indeed.  In  the  present 
case,  he  could  see  no  necessity  for  running  this  bill 
through  the  House,  without  its  being  referred.  He 
would  desire  to  ask  ihe  chairman  of  the  committee 
what  evidence  had  the  committee  or  the  House 
that  the  applicant  was  a  resident  of  the  District  of 
Columbia?  Had  any  witnesses  testified  that  such 
was  the  fact;  or  had  the  committee  taken  it  for 
granted,  on  the  mere  assertion  of  the  party  who 
wished  to  change  his  name.  Such  changes  were 
sometimes  sought  for  dishonest  purposes,  though 
IVIr.  F.  was  very  far  from  charging  such  to  be  the 
case  in  the  present  instance. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  staled,  in  reply,  that  the  com- 
mittee and  the  House  had  as  strong  evidence  of  the 
fact  as  could  possibly  be  desired.  They  had  the 
Navy  Register,  which  showed  that  Mr.  Kavasales 
was  a  chaplain  in  the  United  Stales  navy,  and  that, 
by  order  of  the  Navy  Department,  he  had  been 
ordered,  as  his  station,  to  the  navy-yard  in  this 
city.  He  was  by  birth  a  Greek;  and  he  presumed 
he  need  not  stale  that  he  could  not  be  an  officer  of 
the  United  States  navy  unless  he  were  a  naturalized 
citizen.  The  applicant  had  shown,  by  this  official 
document,  that  he  was  a  citizen  of  the  District. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  could  not  have  supjiosed  ihat  a 
little  bill  like  this,  whose  only  object  and  effect  was 
to  enable  a  respectable  man,  from  an  honorable 
motive,  to  change  his  name  for  that  of  an  early 
benefactor,  could  possibly  have  given  rise  to  such 
a  discussion?  He  hoped  his  friend  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Ficklin]  would  consent  to  withdraw  his 
objection. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  regretted  that  he  could  not  com- 
ply with  the  request  of  his  friend  from  Maryland, 
especially  as  that  gentleman  was  one  of  the  clever- 
est men  in  the  House.  He  should  be  forced  to 
vote  against  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Several  other  members  were  on  their  feet;  when 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  the  House,  and 
the  previous  question  was  put  and  carried,  and  the 
bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Washington  Gas  Light  Company.  Read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  SILVESTER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  made  adverse  reports  on 
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the  petitions  of  Mary  Woods,  Rebecca  Bump, 
Harriet  JMcAlister,  and  Emily  Hoyt.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  S.  LAWRENCE,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Mary 
Slaking,  Priscilla  Maxwell,  and  Joanna  Steeples. 
Laid  on  the  taljje. 

Mr.  CUMMINS,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Abigail 
Harris  and  Elizaljeth  Throop.    Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COCKE,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  Senate  bill  amending  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  granting  half-pay  to  widows  or 
'  orphans,  where  their  husbands  and  fathers  have 
'  died  of  wounds  received  in  the  military  service 
'  of  the  United  States,  in  cases  of  deceased  officers 
'  and  soldiers  of  the  militia  and  volunteers,  passed 
'  July  4,  1836,"  reported  the  same  with  an  amend- 
ment.    Committed. 

Mr.  FREEDLEY,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  David 
Black,  Hannah  Hampton,  the  heirs  of  David 
Jewelt,  Ruth  Loomis,  Philena  Phelps,  Thankful 
Penly,  and  John  Sutherland.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  agreed  to: 

Resoh-cd,  That  10,000  copies  each  of  the  three  maps 
drawn  by  Captain  McClellan,  from  actual  surveys  by  him- 
self and  others  of  the  T(kpographical  corps,  of  tlie  battles  of 
Mi;xico  and  of  Ceno  Gordo,  and  of  the  operations  at  Vera 
Cruz,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  tliis  House,  of  which  1,000 
copies  shall  be  on  drawing  paper,  and  9,000  on  good  thin 
map  paper,  and  tliat  the  Committee  on  Engraving  be  direct- 
ed to  contract  for  the  same. 

Mr.  W.  T.  LAWRENCE,  from  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joel  Thacker.     Read  and  committed. 

COLLECTION  DISTRICT  OF  NEW  ORLEANS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THIBODEAUX,  the  House 
then  took  up  the  bill  relating  to  the  collection  dis- 
trict of  New  Orleans,  and  for  other  purposes,  it  be- 
ing the  special  order  set  apart  for  this  day. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  the  question  being  on  en- 
grossing the  bill  and  reading  it  a  third  time — 

Mr.  THIBODEAUX  rose  and  said:  It  is  not 
my  intention  to  discuss  the  merits  of  this  bill  at 
any  length,  as  its  provisions  are  rather  of  a  local 
than  of  a  general  nature,  and  more  immediately 
affect  the  commercial  interest  of  New  Orleans  than 
those  of  the  country  at  large.  The  Committee 
on  Commerce  to  whom  the  bill  was  referred,  has 
reported  unanimously  in  its  favor;  and,  if  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Louisiana  be  considered 
as  good  authority  in  this  matter  by  the  members  of 
this  House,  then  here  there  will  be  no  opposition 
to  its  provisions-,  for  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  that  State  has  recently  passed,  by  a  vote  of  51  to 
19,  a  resolution  recommending  the  extension  of  the 
port  of  New  Orleans  so  as  to  include  Lafayette, 
and  the  Senate  concurred  in  it  with  only  two  dis- 
senting voices.  Sir,  the  city  of  New  Orleans  has, 
within  a  few  years,  filled  her  entire  upper  corporate 
limit,  and  has  united  with  Lafayette,  the  centre  of 
a  street  being  the  only  boundary  between  them, 
though  they  are  under  different  municipal  authori- 
ties; but,  for  all  purposes  of  trade  and  commerce, 
New  Orleans  and  Lafayette  are  one  and  the  same 
city.  As  now  established  by  law,  the  port  of  New 
Orleans  is  limited  on  the  upper  side  by  the  city  of 
Lafayette,  with  its  well-built  streets  and  its  popu- 
lation often  thousand  souls,  while  the  lower  part 
of  the  i^ort,  where  the  spread  of  improvement  and 
population  has  been  less,  includes  lumber-yards, 
saw-mills,  kitchen-gardens,  and  other  suburban 
establishments,  and  vessels  are  there  but  seldom 
seen,  whereas  the  wharves  of  the  upper  part  are 
constantly  crowded  with  craft  of  every  description. 
Thus  the  actual  port  is  limited  on  the  one  side  so 
as  to  exclude  from  the  benefit  of  custom-house 
regulations  a  very  large  portion  of  its  inhabitants, 
who  are  among  the  most  deeply  interested  in  its 
commercial  prosperity.  The  exigencies  of  com- 
merce imperiously  demand  the  extension  of  the 
port  of  New  Orleans  as  proposed  by  the  bill  under 
consideration,  and,  so  far  as  1  have  been  able  to 
ascertain,  the  opposition  to  the  measure  is  based 
more  upon  merely  local  considerations  than  upon 
any  circumstances  affecting  its  expediency  and  ne- 
cessity as  a  matter  of  general  interest  and  utility. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  was  read 
a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence. 


MR.  SLIDELL  S  INSTRUCTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEPHENS,  the  Hbuse  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  business  on  the 
Speaker's  table,  viz:  The  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  transmitting  documents 
in  relation  to  the  return  of  Santa  Anna  and  Paredes 
to  Mexico,  and  refusing  to  furnish  the  instructions 
given  Mr.  Slidell,  as  requested  by  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  4th  of  January, 
1848. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor 
when  the  subject  was  previously  under  considera- 
tion, addressed  the  Plouse  in  continuation  of  re- 
marks commenced  by  him  on  the  19th  of  January 
last,  anu  a  full  report  of  which  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix. 

Mr.  STANTON  next  succeeded  in  catching  the 
Speaker's  eye  and  recognition,  and  he  ascended 
the  tribune,  or  rostrum,  thence  to  address  the 
House,  thus  stationing  himself  with  his  back  to 
the  reporters.  He  was  understood  to  commence 
by  saying  that  it  was  not  his  purpose  to  reply  to 
the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
I'oMPKiNs,]  who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  but  to 
give  his  views  generally  on  the  present  state  of 
affairs,  as  connected  with  the  war  with  Mexico, 
and  the  responsibility  that  belongs  to  the  parties 
that  divide  tliis  country  in  reference  to  the  war. 
In  doing  this,  it  would  come'  properly  within  the 
scope  of  his  remarks  to  defend  the  position  which 
the  President  had  taken,  to  which  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  had  very  pointedly  referred.  A 
full  report  of  the  speech  of  Mr.  S.  will  appear  in 
the  Appendix. 

Mr.  ROOT,  of  Ohio,  obtained  the  floor,  and 
moved  an  adjournment,  which  was  earned,  and 

The  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  petitions  and  memorials  were  pre- 
sented and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  PRESTON  :  The  petition  of  William  C.  Williams 
and  others,  praying  for  a  change  in  llie  po^t  office  laws. 

iiy  iVJr.  McCi^Ei^LANl):  llie  reinou  trance  of  Charles 
Cliandk-r  and  otiiers,  of  Clinton,  Michigan,  against  the  fur- 
ther extension  of  the  Jutliro  Woud  patent. 

ByMr.  SiL,VESiEtt:  The  petition  ol  certain  inliabitants 
of  tlie  county  Oi  (jrectie,  in  the  BtatK  ol'  i\iew  York,  prajing 
I  or  the  estaljiifliinei/t  Of  a  post  route  from  Greenville,  through 
Norton  Hill,  to  O.ili  Hill. 

By  Mr.  iiLtAUY:  Tlie  remonstrance  of  Adam  Small  and 
100  other  citizens  and  fanners  ot  Franklin  county ,  Penn^yl- 
vania,  against  the  renewal  of  Jetliro  Wood's  patent. 

By  Mr.  HOi^MES,  of  New  York:  A  jietition  suggesting 
the  propriety  (H  a  general  law  by  which  all  incojporatid 
plank  road  couipaiues  may  be  permitted  to  import  lumber 
fur  actual  Use  up.jii  tlie  same  term.^  which  raihuad  compa- 
nies are  pec  milted  to  import  iron  lor  the  use  of  their  respect- 
ive roads. 

By  Mr,  HAMPTON,  of  New  Jersey:  The  petition  of  Job 
Haines,  Reuben  Hoberts,  and  -216  other  citizens  of  the  citate 
01  New  Jersey,  a.-king  Congress  to  establish  a  mail  route 
from  the  city  ot  Pnilaurlphia  to  Mount  Laurel,  in  said  State, 
and  certain  post  uffices  therein  named.  Also,  the  petitimi 
of  John  baiiey,  Nicholas  Ra|)e,  and  203  other  citizens  of 
New  Jtrsey,  a^krng  Congress  lor  an  appropriatiun  to  remove 
the  obstructions  from  Great  Egg  Harbor  river,  in  said  State. 

By  iVlr.  ItOLiHES,  of  New  York:  'i'he  petition  of  citizens 
of  Wheatland  tor  a  military  dep6t  at  the  moutii  of  the  Gen- 
esee river,  m  the  State  of  New  Yoik. 

By  Mr.  GUTT:  Several  affidavits  of  citizens  of  Monroe 
county,  New  York,  showing  sums  paid  for  the  privilege  of 
making  Jetliro  Wood's  ca.-l-iron  plough. 

By  Mr.  NELSON  :  The  petition  ot  Thomas  Suthard  and 
many  other  citizens  of  Peekskill,  in  the  State  ol  Ni-wYurk, 
on  the  suhject  of  the  reduction  of  postage  on  ncwspiipers. 
Also,  the  remonstrance  of  Joiiu  Brayou,  George  L.  Sears, 
and  other  citizens  of  Orange  county,  New  York,  against  the 
renewal  or  extension  of  tlie  Jetliro  'Wood  patent  for  tlieca^t- 
iron  plough. 

By  Mr.  TURNER:  The  petition  of  P.  B.  Gaston  and  180 
others,  praying  tor  a  mail  nmie  from  Peru  to  Princeton, 
Winneh.igo,  Yorktown,  Washington,  Bennington,  Cr.indall's 
Firry,  Attica,  Eairport,  Gaston's  Grove,  and  Pleasant  Val- 
ley, "and  to  Uock  Island.  Also,  of  William  H.  iJuval  and 
otiiers,  praying  for  the  same  suhject.  Also,  the  p.titiim  of 
S.  D.  Cariienteraiid  123  oiliers,  pra>iiig  (or  a  mail  route  from 
Eiizabeih  to  Free|)Ort,  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  Also,  the 
petition  of  D.  H.  Birdsall,  [lostmaster  at  Di.\oii,  Illinois,  pray- 
ing for  addilioiial  cumpen.^ation.  Al^o,  the  petition  and 
papers  ol  John  Howe,  <il  Freeport,  Illinois,  praying  for  a 
law  autlioriziiig  the  allowance  and  payment  of  certain  ac- 
counts. 

By  Mr.  McKAY  :  The  pi'tition  of  Sarali  Yates,  of  Colum- 
bia, South  Caiolina, asking  that  compensation  may  be  made 
to  tlie  est.ite  of  Captain  Joiin  Vales  for  supplies  which  he 
fninished  lo  tlie  American  army  in  the  revoluliimary  war. 

By  .vlr.  ECKEliT  :  A  pi-liiion  from  citizens  of  Schuylkill 
county,  for  a  mail  route  from  Orwig-burg,  Schuylkill  county, 
to  LciiigliKm,  Carbon  county. 

By  Mr.  SLI.\GERLA.v  D  :  The  petition  of  John  Christie. 

By  Mr.  BUI  Lf.U:  The  petilion  of  John  Ca^e  and  other 
citizens  of  Columbia  couiiiy,  Pi.iuisylvaiiia,  asking  that  the 
General  Goiernmi'iit  shall  no  longer  irathe  nor  permit  traffic 
in  the  pubnc  land>  jet  m  its  p(is.-.i'ssioii  ;  and  that  said  lands 
shall  be  laid  oui  in  i'arms  or  lots  for  the  free  use  of  such  cit- 
izenii  (notpoxaesiied  of  other  laud)  as  will  occupy  them;  and 


that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  public  lands  be  transferred  to  the 
States  or  Tertitoiies  only  on  condition  that  such  a  di;po.si- 
tion  he  mnrii  of  them. 

By  Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland  :  The  petition  of  William 
Hudson,  George  W.  Benn<lt,  David  F.  Karmer,  John  J.  R. 
Poole,  and  olbers,  praving  the  appointii  ei.t  of  a  p(■r^on  to 
grant  enrollments  and  licenses,  to  refide  at  Chepape:ike  city, 
Maryland.  Also,  the  petition  of  Kohert  R.  Emerson  and 
others,  citizi  lis  of  Caroline  county,  Maryland,  prayu  g  the 
discontinuance  of  certain  mail  loutes  and  the  establishment 
of  others. 

By  Mr.  RUMSEY:  The  petition  of  William  H.  Lampert 
and  other  citizens  of  Ontario  county,  New  "York,  against  the 
revival  of  the  patent  for  Jetbro  Wood's  cast-iron  plough. 

By  Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan  :  The  petition  of  citizens 
of  Kalamazoo  and  St.  Josepli's  counties,  in  the  State  of 
Michigan, for  a  mail  route  from  Kalamazoo,  in  the  county 
of  Kalamazoo,  Michigan,  to  I/inia,  in  llie  couniy  of  La- 
grange. Indiana,  via  Austin's  Lake,  'Vick>bur2,  John  W. 
Backey's,  Mendim  Sand  Lake,  and  Sturgis  Prairie. 

By  Mr.  JENKINS  :  Twenty-three  remonstrances  against 
the  renewal  of  Wood's  patent. 

By  Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  petition  of 
l,300citizensof  Alleghany  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  tor 
the  repeal  of  the  act  of  Congress  enlitled  "An  act  respecting 
fugitives  from  justice  and  persons  escaping  from  the  service 
of  their  masters,"  passed  February  12,  17!:'3. 

By  Mr.  CROWELL  :  The  petition  of»Tbomas  Gilmore, 
Nathan  Webb,  and  other  citizens  of  Trumbull  county,  Ohio, 
for  the  repeal  of  fo  much  of  the  act  of  CoiiL'ress  of  March  3, 
1847,  as  requires  poslage  to  be  paid  on  newspapers  circu- 
lating within  thirty  miles  of  the  ofIi(  e  of  publication,  and  for 
such  other  modifications  of  said  act  as  shall  more  efi'ectually 
provide  for  a  uniform  system  of  cheap  postage  on  letters. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  March  14,  1848. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  report  of  the  acting  Secreiary  of  the  Treasury, 
made  agreeably  to  law,  exhibiting  certain  contracts 
and  expenditures  during  the  periodsand  for  the  ob- 
jects therein  mentioned. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  NE"\V  YORK  LEGISLATURE. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  a  resolution  passed 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in 
favor  of  an  extension  of  the  acts  granting  pensions 
to  the  widows  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Revo- 
lution; which  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  resolution  passed  by  the 
Legislature  of  New  York,  in  opposition  to  any 
change  in  the  act  of  the  2d  of  March,  1837,  con- 
cerning pilots;  which  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  presented  the  petition  of  Seneca 
G.  Simmons,  an  oflicer  in  the  army,  praying  to  be 
released  from  liability  for  certain  public  money 
stolen  from  his  possession  in  Mexico;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  the  counties  of 
Bradley  and  Jefferson,  in  Arkansas,  praying  to  be 
allowed  tlie  right  of  preernption  to  the  lands  on 
which  they  have  settled;  which  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Joseph  M.  Meriwether, 
and  a  petition  of  a  number  of  citizens  of  Arkansas 
in  his  behalf,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  right  of 
preijmption  to  a  tract  of  land;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  the  memorial  of  H. 
N.  Denison,  praying  the  payment  of  an  accepted 
draft,  drawn  by  James  Reeside,  rnail  contractor, 
on  the  Post  Office  Depariment;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BREESE,  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  petition  of  Emeline  Owens,  on  the  files  of 
the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CALHOUN,  it  was  ordered, 
that  the  petition  of  Robert  M.  Harrison,  on  the 
files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HUNTER,  it  was  ordered, 
that  William  Storke  Jett  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition  and  papers. 

Mr.  DOWNS  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent 
and  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  any  further  provision  by  law 
may  be  necessary  to  authorize  the  same  cnnipensntion  to  hn 
paill  to  witnesses  In  the  courts  of  the  United  State,*  on  Ibe 
part  of  the  defendant  as  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  save  notice  that  on  to-morrow, 
or  at  an  early  day,  he  would  ask  leave  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  bring  in  a  bill  to  rcffulalc  the  fees  in  the  sev- 
eral courts' of  the  United  Slates. 
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Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  wlioin  was  referred  the  bill  aalhorizing' 
the  surrender  ot"  certain  bonds  held  by  the  United 
Slates  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  reported  the  same 
with  amendments,  and  submitted  a  special  report 
on  the  subject;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

INfr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  reduce  and 
graduate  the  |irice  of  the  public  lands,  and  for  other 
purposes,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  authorize  a  loan  not 
to  exceed  the  sum  of  sixteen  millions,  reported  it 
with  amendments. 

[The  amendiwents  are  merely  verbal,  with  the 
exception  of  the  introduction  of  a  clause  stating 
that  proposals  are  required  to  be  sealed,  and  be 
opened  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  other 
officer  of  the  dqmrtment,  on  the  day  appointed, 
publicly,  in  the  presence  of  such  persons  as  may 
choose  to  attend.] 

DEFICIENCY  BILL. 
Mr.  A.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, further  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appro- 
priations for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending 
the  30th  June,  1848,  reported  it  with  amendments. 

PRIVATE  BILLS,   ETC. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Pcoads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Alfred  White,  reported  a  bill  for  his 
relief;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  DICKINSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Benjamin  Adams  and  Company,  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  were  referred  the  petition  of 
Vohiey  E.  Howard,  and  the  memorial  of  Isabella 
Cole,  executrix  of  William  Cole,  deceased,  sub- 
mitted reports  thereon;  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

VIRGINIA  REVOLUTIONARY  CLAIMS. 
Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  UNDERWOOD  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  unpaid  claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Viro'inia  State  and  Continental  lines  of  the  revolu- 
tionary army;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Puljlic  Lands. 

DEFICIENCY    BILL. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  prior 
orders  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  further  to 
sup[)ly  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the 
service  of  tlie  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  of  June, 
1848. 

The  bill  having  been  partially  amended — 

Mr.  HALE  inquired  of  the  chairman  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee,  whether  the  item  of  §5,000  for 
ex[)enses  in  the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  was  intend- 
ed to  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  officers 
now  receivini;  salaries? 

Mr.  ATHERTON  replied  that  he  did  not  so 
understand  it.  The  appropriation  for  this  pur- 
pose, iPhe  were  correctly  informed,  amounted,  in 
the  whole,  to  !p40,000.  There  was  amongst  the 
papers  accompanying  the  bill,  a  statement  of  the 
disbursements  during  the  current  fiscal  year,  under 
that  appropriation,  amounting  to  p8,000.  Tiie 
sum  appropriated  being  thus  nearly  exhausted,  it 
was  estimated  by  the  Treasury  Department  that 
an  additional  appropriation  of  f(,5,000  would  be 
nece.s.sary.  He  then  sent  to  the  desk  a  statement 
of  these  expenditures,  which  was  read  by  the  Sec- 
retary. 

Mr.  HALE  then  moved  a  proviso,  that  no  part 
of  this  sum  should  be  paid  to  officers  receiving  sal- 
aries for  issuinif  or  .signing  treasury  notes. 

Mr.  ATHKRTON  said  he  had  not  the  slightest 
objection  to  the  amenilment. 

'Mr.  MANGUM  then  said,  that  with  the  per- 
mission of  the  honoraljle  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  he  would  move  that  the  bill  before  the 
Senate  be  passed  over  informally,  with  tiic  view  of 
making  another  motion. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  assented. 


Mr.  MANGUM  then  moved  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to,  tiie  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business. 

DEFICIENCY   BILL. 

The  doors  having  been  re-opened,  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  supplying 
deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the  current 
year. 

Mr.  EIALE  said,  that  as  he  had  ascertained  that 
a  similar  provision  had  been  inserted  in  the  loan 
bill,  he  would  witlidraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill 
by  striking  out  the  item  allowing  a  charge  to  the 
Papal  States,  and  inserting  "  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary," and  to  increase  the  appropriation  from 
$22,000  to  pi, 000. 

THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  CASS  then  said:  This  bill  will,  it  is  now 
evident,  lead  to  a  somewhat  protracted  discussion, 
and  1  therefore  hope  that  it  will  be  passed  over 
informally,  and  that  the  Senate  will  take  up  the 
ten-regiment  bill.  I  shall  not  trouble  the  Senate 
with  any  remarks  in  support  of  this  suggestion, 
but  merely  express  the  hope  that  gentlemen  will 
acquiesce  in  the  propriety  of  adopting  it. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  1  hope  that  further  debate 
on  the  ten-regiment  bill  will  not  be  prosecuted  until 
a  certain  matter  now  pending,  and  to  which  I  may 
not  at  present  further  refer,  shall  have  been  decided 
in  one  way  or  another.  I  have  no  disposition  to 
defer  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  but,  in  my  judg- 
ment, it  is  important  that  the  matter  to  which  1 
have  alluded  should  be  decided  before  this  military 
bill  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  do  not  understand  at  all  how  any 
motion  in  secret  session  can  have  any  relation  to 
this  bill.  There  is  no  necessity  to  aft'ect  mystery 
where  there  is  none.  The  whole  world  knows 
that  a  minister  goes  shortly  to  Mexico. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  The  whole  world  knows 
what  ? 

Mr.  CASS.  That  somebody  goes  to  Mexico 
with  a  certain  paper.  There  are  two  very  special 
reasons  why  we  should  act  on  this  bill  promptly. 
We  should  be  prepared  for  the  most  vigorous  pros- 
ecution of  the  war,  if  that  paper  sliould  be  rejected 
by  Mexico.  We  all  know  that  the  Government 
of  Mexico  is  tottering  and  unstable;  we  all  know 
the  difficulties  to  which  it  is  exposed;  and  there- 
fore we  ought  to  be  prepared,  in  the  event  of  the 
failure  to  ratify  the  treaty.  We  know  of  what 
elements  the  Mexican  nation,  like  all  other  nations, 
is  composed.  We  ought  to  satisfy  them  tliat  we 
intend  to  prosecute  the  war  with  the  utmost  vigor, 
in  order  to  hold  out  powerful  motives  for  the  rati- 
fication of  the  treaty.  When  asked,  the  other  day, 
if  my  object  was  to  frighten  Mexico,  1  answered, 
that  it  was  by  all  means.  It  is  a  great  deal  more 
humane  to  frighten  than  to  fight  the  Mexicans.  It 
is  also  more  economical.  The  object  of  all  wars 
is,  to  compel  a  treaty  of  peace;  and  that  great  ob- 
ject is  best  to  be  attained  by  satisfying  yoiu- enemy 
of  the  injiu-ies  to  which  they  must  inevitably  be 
exposed  by  continued  resistance.  Our  true  policy 
now  obviously  is,  to  adopt  promptly  the  most  vig- 
orous measures,  with  the  view  of  inducing  the 
Government  of  Mexico  to  ratify  the  treaty,  and 
the  people  of  Mexico  to  observe  it  when  it  is  made. 
Who  can  deny,  that  if  the  intelligence  of  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill  accompanied  the  treaty,  it  would 
exercise  an  all-important  influence  in  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty.'  The  next  best  thing  for  us  to 
do  is,  the  prompt  passage  of  the  bill.  1  trust  it 
will  be  promptly  passed,  and,  as  I  should  hope, 
unanimously. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  merely  desire  to  know  to 
what  treaty  the  honorable  gentleman  alluded.' 

Mr.  CASS.  1  am  really  at  a  loss  to  know  why 
any  mystery  should  be  affected  in  this  matter.  I 
suppose  that  there  is  somewhere  a  certain  paper, 
and  that  the  whole  world  knows  all  about  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator make  any  specific  motion  ? 

Mr.  CASS.  I  move  that  the  prior  order  be 
postponed,  and  that  this  bill  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  The  object  of  the  Senator 
may  be,  perhaps,  obtained,  and  the  objection  of 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  be  removed,  if  the 
motion  just  made  be  withdrawn,  in  order  that  I 
may  be  allowed  to  submit  a  motion  limt  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness. 


Mr.  CASS.  I  have  no  objection,  if  that  will 
hasten  the  conclusion  of  the  matter,  and  enable 
gentlemen  to  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  I  move,  then,  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness. 

CHAIRMAN  ON  FOREIGN  RELATIONS. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Before  the  question  i.s 
put,  I  beg  that  the  gentleman  will  withdraw  his 
motion,  in  order  to  allow  me  to  make  one.  A  good 
deal  of  important  business,  and  some  of  it  of  rather 
an  urgent  nature,  as  I  am  informed,  is  before  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  We  have,  this 
morning,  removed  the  head  of  that  committee 
by  appointing  him  to  another  office,  and  the  gen- 
tleman next  to  him  on  the  list  of  members  of  the 
committee  declines  taking  the  place  of  chairman. 
I  suppose  that  the  usual  course — at  all  events  that 
it  is  entirely  proper,  that  the  gentleman  who  stands 
next,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
H.\NNEGAN,]  should  be  appointed  to  that  place.  I 
move  that  he  be  appointed. 

It  was  then 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hannegan  be  appointed 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
in  the  place  of  Mr.  Sevier,  and  the  vacancy  in  the 
committee  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  the  Presi- 
ding Officer. 

Mr.  Mason  was  accordingly  appointed. 
DEFICIENCY  BILL. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is  necessary 
to  make  some  disposition  of  the  bill  now  before  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.     Let  it  be  laid  over  informally. 

Mr.  ATHERTON.  1  am  of  course  unwilling 
to  insist  on  the  consideration  of  this  bill,  if  the  hon- 
orable chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs wishes  to  go  on  with  the  regular  order  of  the 
day;  and  I  would  give  way  for  that  purpose.  But 
I  should  very  much  regret  that  the  Senate  should, 
for  any  other  purpose,  postpone  the  consideration 
of  this  bill,  on  which  speedy  action  is  necessary, 
as  some  branches  of  the  public  service  must  suffer 
in  case  its  passage  should  be  delayed.  The  ten 
regimentbill  has  of  course  the  right  of  priority, and 
to  it  I  am  prepared  to  yield.  But  I  now  rise  to  give 
notice  that  1  shall  to-morrow  request  the  Senate  to 
resume  the  consideration  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  have  already  stated  my  own  views, 
and  will  cheerfully  consent  to  the  request  of  the  gen- 
tleman so  far  as  regards  myself.  My  great  object 
is  to  obtain  the  immediate  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  then 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

EXECUTIVE   SESSION. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.     I  renew  my  motion. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business,  and 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were  open- 
ed, and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  j\Iarch  15,  1848. 
The  Journal  ofyesterday  was  read  andapproved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PECK, 

Rc-iolrcd,  That  the  p;ipcrs  in  the  Pension  Office  relatins  to 
tlio  application  of  TiDy  Hamilton  and  Carty  Bnrntiam  for 
pensions,  he  taken  from  said  office  and  referred  to  tlieCom- 
niitlec  on  IJevolntionary  Pensions. 

Mr.  GREEN  presented  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Fayette  and  Palmyra  land  districts,  in  the  State 
of  Missouri,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  anew 
land  district.     Referred  to  a  select  committee. 

REPORTS  FROM   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  WILEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Knight.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  NES,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Flanagan.  Read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  FARRELLY,  from  the  Committee  on  Pat- 
ents, to  whom  was  referred  the  Senate  bill  to  fur- 
ther extend  the  patent  of  Jethro  Wood,  reported 
the  sanae  without  amendment,  accompanietl  by  a 
report  in  writing. 

Mr.  F.  moved  that  the  bill  be  committed. 

Mr.  NELSOiV  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
and  that  the  report  be  printed.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississijipi,  submitted 
an  amendment  to  the  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
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"An  Eio.t  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional 
military  force,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved 
February  11,  ]847.  The  amendment  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

CONTRACTS  FOR  SUPPLIES,  ETC. 
Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  to  which  was  referred  the  reso- 
lution of  the  House  relative  to  the  printing  of 
10,000  extra  copies  of  the  abstract  of  contracts 
communicated  by  the  War  Department,  reported 
the  following  resolution,  which  was  read  and 
agreed  to: 

Refiolved,  That  ten  thousand  extra  t-npies  of  the  abstract 
of  contracts  from  tlie  Department  of  War,  communicated  on 
the  26th  January  last,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  this  House. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  was  opposed 
to  the  resolution;  he  did  not  believe  that  a  report 
of  these  contracts  would  be  of  any  interest  to  the 
public;  it  migiit  be  examined  by  those  interested 
in  the  contracts,  but  the  mass  of  the  community 
would  probably  never  read  or  look  at  it. 

Mr.  CROZIER  said  that  the  resolution  had  re- 
ceived the  sanction  of  two  different  committees  of 
the  House,  viz:  the  Comnnittee  on  Expenditures 
in  the  War  Department,  and  the  Committee  on 
Printing.  The  document  proposed  to  be  printed 
contained  an  abstract  of  all  the  contracts  which 
had  been  made  by  the  War  Department  during  the 
last  year — contracts  which  might  probably  amount 
to  $50,000,000.  He  would  not  assert  with  cer- 
tainty that  they  did  reach  that  amount,  but  the 
atrgregate  amount  was  certainly  not  less  than 
$30,000,000.  The  printing  of  the  proposed  num- 
ber of  copies  would  cost  about  $400. 

There  were  two  reasons  which  had  induced  the 
committee  to  report  this  resolution  to  the  House. 
In  the  first  place,  the  subject  was,  in  itself,  one  of 
great  importance — a  very  large  sum  of  money  was 
involved;  the  information  would  be  valuable  and 
interesting  in  various  aspects;  and  surely  it  was 
due  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  fur- 
nished the  money,  that  they  should  have  an  op- 
portunity of  seeing  how  their  money  had  gone — 
what  had  been  done  with  it,  and  who  had  got  it. 
They  had  a  right  to  know  how  this  immense  sum, 
contributed  out  of  their  own  hard  earnings,  had 
been  expended.  Much  various  and  useful  informa- 
tion would  be  disseminated  by  the  printing  and  dis- 
tribution of  this  document.  It  would,  for  exam- 
ple, present  at  one  view  the  prices  of  the  munitions 
of  war  in  different  portions  of  the  country.  So  far 
from  its  being  of  interest  only  to  contractors,  Mr. 
C.  believed  that  there  was  no  document  that  would 
be  read  by  the  people  with  greater  interest  and 
curiosity.  The  men  who  paid  the  taxes  would 
very  naturally  desire  to  know  how  those  intrusted 
with  its  application  had  discharged  their  trust. 
This  was  one  of  the  considerations  which  had  in- 
daced  the  committee  to  report  the  resolution. 

But  there  was  another  and  a  very  important  rea- 
son. The  committee  had  been  charged  with  the 
duty  of  making  inquiry  whether  frauds  had  not 
taken  place  in  connection  with  this  letting  out  of 
contracts. 

Mr.  C.  would  not  say  that  frauds  had  occurred; 
but  this  he  would  say,  that  there  had  been  some 
very  high  charges  allowed  and  paid;  enormous 
prices  had  been  charged  to  the  Government.  If 
this  document  should  be  printed  and  circulated 
through  the  country,  this  information  would  be  got 
by  the  people,  and  they  were  entitled  to  receive  it. 
Many  of  these  contracts,  if  not  made  in  direct  con- 
travention of  law,  were  not  in  accordance  with  it. 
The  contracts  had  not  all  of  them  been  made  as 
they  ought  to  have  been,  and  by  law  were  required 
to  be.  Many  of  thetn  had  been  given  out  to  con- 
tractors privately,  without  being  published  the  re- 
quisite time,  or  published  at  all.  It  was  true  that 
many  of  the  contractors  were  men  of  the  strictest 
honor,  and  the  terms  on  which  the  contracts  were 
let  were  in  many  cases  extremely  economical.  It 
wasdue  tosuch  men  that  this  fact  should  be  known, 
while  it  was  equally  proper  that  where  the  case 
was  the  reverse  of  all  this,  this  also  should  be  ex- 
posed. 

Mr.  C.  here  referred  to  instances  which  occurred 
in  the  campaign  of  General  Taylor,  in  which  very 
exorbitant  prices  had  been  given  for  transportation 
while  our  army  lay  upon  tiie  Rio  Grande.  He  in- 
stanced contracts  made  with  the  owners  of  steam- 
boats and  the  per  diem  paid  for  mules.  While 
mules  could  be  had  on  the  spot  for  .'33  cents  per 
day,  some  eight  hundred  horses  and  mules  had 


been  purchased  in  Ohio,  which  cost  the  Govern- 
ment about  $800,000,  and  the  transportation  of 
which  cost  $30,000.  Among  these  allowances 
there  were  some  which  might  at  first  appear  to  be 
very  reasonable,  and  even  very  low,  which,  on 
close  examination  and  a  knowledge  of  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, would  be  found  to  be  enormously  high. 
In  Mr.  C.'s  district  published  contracts  made  with 
individuals  offering  under  the  advertisement  had 
been  rescinded,  and  private  contracts  made  with 
individuals  in  their  place.  Mr.  C.  went  on  to  con- 
tend that  where  abuses  had  been  perpetrated  they 
ought  to  be  exposed,  while  if  they  were  fairly  and 
honorably  made  and  fulfilled,  the  fact  ought  to  be 
known.  Why  did  gentlemen  desire  to  withhold 
the  publication  ?  Mr.  C,  in  conclusion,  moved  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  put,  and 
carried;  and  the  main  question  being  on  tiie  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution,  the  vote  was  taken  by  tel- 
lers, and  carried:  Ayes  80,  noes  66. 

So  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  Cornmittee  of 
Ways  and  Means  was  discharged  from  the  consid- 
eration of  the  petition  of  the  county  of  Mahoning, 
Ohio,  asking  for  the  issue,  by  the  Government,  of 
$150,000,000  of  treasury  notes  for  a  national  cur- 
rency; the  petition  of  citizens  of  Ohio,  asking  that 
no  further  supplies  be  given  to  carry  on  the  war 
with  Mexico;  and  also  from  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  the  21st  December,  1847,  and  14th  Janu- 
ary, 1848,  in  relation  to  recalling  the  surplus  reve- 
nue deposited  with  the  several  States  under  an  act 
of  Congress  of  23d  June,  1836;  also,  from  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  touch- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  branch  mint  at  Charles- 
ton; and  from  the  petition  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  Charleston,  on  the  same  subject; 
and  also  from  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  Missouri,  in  relation  to  the 
tariff  of  1846  and  the  independent  treasury  law; 
and  they  were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DANIEL,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  petition  of  Samuel  J.  Bayard,  late  receiver  at 
Fairfield,  Iowa;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DUNN,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Levi  Seakly. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CROWELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petitions  of  John 
Walker,  Benjamin  Perham,  and  Joseph  Hall. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  I-Iarry  Richard- 
son, Darcus  Jewell,  and  Jacob  Yerty.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMAS,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  N.  C.  Orear;  also,  from  the 
petition  of  Peleg  B.  Phelps,  of  Louisiana;  also, 
from  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  31st  Janu- 
ary last,  in  relation  to  the  expediency  of  paying  to 
the  officers  and  seamen  who,  in  the  year  1804,  vol- 
unteered under  Captain  Stephen  Decatur  to  recap- 
ture or  destroy  the  frigate  Philadelphia,  then  lying 
in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli;  and  they  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  resolution,  which 
was  modified  and  passed  as  follows: 

Resolved,  Tliat  House  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for 
tlie  transportation  of  the  mail  between  the  United  Statef  and 
foreign  countries  and  for  other  purposes,  be  ir.ade  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  the  first  Wednesday  in  April  next. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  moved,  by  the  gen- 
eral consent  of  the  House,  that  the  bill  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  "  An  act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an 
additional  military  force,  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  February  11, 1847,  reported  by  him  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  be  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  Tuesday,  the  4th  of  April  next. 

Mr.  BOYD  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Evans's  mo- 
tion by  embracing  also  the  bill  of  a  similar  title  re- 
ported by  Mr.  B.  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  EVANS  accepted  Mr.  Boyd's  amendment, 
and  the  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MURPHY,  from  the  Committee  on  En- 
graving, to  which  was  referred  the  resolution  in- 
structing that  committee  to  inquire  whether  certain 
maps  had  been  duly  furnished  to  the  House,  &c., 
made  a   report,   which,  after  some  conversation 


between  Messrs.  CONGER  and  MURPHY,  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HARALSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  of  the 
House  for  the  relief  of  the  volunteers  engaged  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  reported 
the  same  back  to  the  House  with  an  amendment. 
Committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TUCK,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  petitions  of  H.  S.  Stellwagen  and  Wil- 
liam R.  Ashards;  and  they  were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COCKE,  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  oflicers  of  the  army 
in  Mexico  for  further  provision  for  the  widows 
and  children  of  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  have 
died  in  tlie  public  service.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GRINNELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  transfer  the  towns  of  Vinal 
Haven,  New  Haven,  and  Islesborough,  from  the 
collection  district  of  Penobscot  to  that  of  Belfast, 
in  the  State  of  Maine.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  PETRIE,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  Parmelia 
Slavin,  and  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Slyter;  which 
bills  were  severally  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  DUNN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  fjrthe  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  George  W.  Milam.    Read  and  committed. 
EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting,  in  obedience  to  the  act  of  21st  April, 
1808,  and  2d  March,  1809,  exhibits  of  contracts 
made  by  that  department  daring  the  years  1846 
and  1847.  Also,  a  statement  of  the  payment  of 
miscellaneous  claims,  together  with  statements  of 
expenditure  from  the  marine  hospital  fund,  with 
the  aggregate  heads  of  expenditure  for  the  relief  of 
sick  and  disabled  seamen  in  each  year  from  1836 
to  1847,  inclusive.    Laid  on  the  table. 

A  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of 
1st  of  May,  1820,  a  statement  of  the  appropriations 
for  the  naval  service  for  the  last  fiscal  year.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  books, 
maps,  and  charts,  imported  for  the  use  of  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress,  was  taken  up,  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

THE  INSTRUCTIONS  TO  MR.  SEIDELL. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table,  viz:  The 
message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  documents  in  relation  to  the  return  of 
Santa  Anna  and  Paredes  to  Mexico,  and  refusing 
to  communicate  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to 
Mr.  Slidell  when  minister  to  Mexico. 

Mr.  ROOT,  of  Ohio,  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 
occupied  his  hour  in  discussing  the  war  and  pub- 
lic affairs  generally.     [His  remarks  will  be  found 
in  the  Appendix.] 
MODE  OF  PAYING  THE  PUBLIC  REVENUE. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Moreiiead,  of  Kentucky,  in  the 
chair,)  on  the  special  order,  viz  : 
A  BILL  requiring  all  moneys  receivable  from  customs,  and 
from  all  other  sources,  to  be  paid  immediately  into  the 
Treasury,  without  abatement  or  deduction ;  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^'c.,  That,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of 
June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-eight,  the  gross  amount  of 
all  duties  received  from  customs,  from  the  sales  of  public 
lands,  and  from  all  miscellaneous  sources,  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  paid,  by  the  officer  or  aaent  receiving 
the  same,  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  at  as  early 
a  day  as  practicable,  without  any  abatement  or  deduction  on_ 
account  of  salary,  fees,  costs,  charges,  expenses,  or  claim  of 
any  description" whatever :  Proridcd,  That  nothinir  herein 
coiitained  shall  be  construed  to  alter  tlie  existing  laws  regu- 
lating the  collection  of  the  revenues  of  the  Post  Ollico  De- 
partment. 

Sec.  2.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  money  as 
may  lie  necessary  for  the  jiayment  of  debentures  or  draw- 
backs, bounties,  and  allowances  which  are  or  may  be  autho- 
rized and  payable  aller  the  day  aforesaid,  lie.  an<l  the  same 
arc  liereby,  ajipropriated  Un  that  purpose,  out  of  any  money 
in  the  treasury,  to  be  expended  under  the  directum  ol  the 
Secretary  of  that  department,  according  to  the  laws  autlio- 
riziiig  said  debentures  or  drawbacks,  bounties,  and  allow- 
ances. 


Sec. .-?.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  it  sliall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Secretary  ot'  the  Treasury  to  subnnt  lo  ("ongress,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  next  regular  session,  estimates 
of  annropriations  which  may  be  required  to  provide  tor  the 
e.xpeiises  of  collecting  the  revenue  from  customs,  and  also 
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from  llie  public  laii(l>,  tnr  llie  :^('coii(l  liair  of  tlie  next  fiscal 
year, ami  s.'parati'  e.-tiiiiatHs  for  the  said  f)iir|)ose  for  the  year 
endiii '  the  liiirlietli  Jiiue,  eli^litecii  Imiidnd  and  lilty  ;  and 
similar  eatiiiiales  from  ytar  to  year  thereafter. 

Ser.  4.  ^nd  he  it  furlher  enacted,  That  so  luiicli  money  as 
may  be  necessary  lo  pay  the  expenses  of  colliciions  referred 
to  in  the  next  preceding  section,  and  until  specitic  appropria- 
tions for  the  objects  shall  be  made  by  (Jongress,  he,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
tieasury,  to  be  exp'-mled  alter  the  lliirtii'tli  Jnne,  eighteen 
Junulred  and  forly-iiiilit,  under  tlie  ilirec  tion  of  the  Secre- 
tary thereof,  conformal>ly  to  law  and  reaulaiion ;  Provided, 
That  the  expenses  of  collecting  the  revenue  from  ru-toms 
shall  not  thereafter  exceed  the  sum  of  one  niiiUon  five  liun- 
dred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  per  animm,  and  in  proportion 
for  a  less  time. 

This  bill  having  been  read — 
Mr.  McKAY  iiioved  to  amend  the  4th  section, 
after  the  words  "next  preceding  section,"  by  in- 
serting "  including  the  first  lialf  of  the  next  fiscal 
year." 

Mr.  McKAY  went  on  then  to  explain  the  ob- 
ject and  provisions  of  the  bill.  Tlie  title  expres.sed 
them  ill  substance.  It  required  that  all  moneys 
receivable  by  the  Government  after  the  30ih  June 
next,  should  be  paid  immediately  into  the  treasury 
without  any  of  the  deducticns  heretofore  made. 
These  deductions  had  been  various;  some  for  the 
amount  paid  to  importers  in  the  shape  of  deben- 
tures and  drawbacks,  also  in  bounties  to  fishing 
vessels,  and  also  for  the  expenses  of  collection. 
The  practice  heretofore  had  been  to  withhold  these 
various  amounts,  and  not  to  pay  them  into  the 
treasury  at  all.  Any  gentleman  who  had  a  curi- 
osity to  see  what  these  several  classes  of  deduc- 
tions had  been,  might  find  them  in  a  leport  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  year  1845,  where 
they  would  find  a  table  setting  forth  tlie  gross 
aiTiount  of  revenue  received,  and  then  the  several 
heads  of  deduction,  together  with  the  amounts  de- 
ducted. By  looking  at  the  fii-st  column  of  this 
taljle  they  would  find  that  the  gross  amount  of 
revenue  accruing  from  im|)orts  that  year  was 
$30,892,000,  of  which  ?^l,783,0UO  was  paid  for  de- 
benture and  drawback.  Then  came  allowances 
on  the  reexportation  of  refined  sugar;  then  boun- 
ties and  allowances  on  fishing  vessels;  and,  lastly, 
the  expenses  of  collecting  the  revenue;  from  all 
which  it  appeared  that,  out  of  the  §30,892,000 
received,  but  iJ,26,326,000  were  actually  paid  into 
the  treasury.  The  chief  item  withheld  was  the 
amount  paid  for  collection. 

Mr.  McK.  here  read  a  table  to  show  how  the 
expense  of  collecting  the  revenue  had  gradually 
increased,  until  in  1846  it  amounted  to  §2,0.59,000, 
and  during  the  preseniyear  had  risen  to  #2,090,915. 
Mr.  McK.  admitted  that,  during  a  few  yeai-s  past, 
Congress  had  done  much  to  regidate  the  expendi- 
tures under  the  Treasury  Department,  in  the  mul- 
tiplication of  revenue  officers,  and  in  the  building, 
at  the  mere  d  scretion  of  the  Secretary,  of  as  many 
revenue  cutters  as  he  chose  to  order.  These  could 
not  now  be  built,  unless  after  explicit  pievious 
appropriations.  Previous  to  the  passage  of  these 
salutary  laws,  the  Executive  had  it  in  his  power 
to  fix  the  number  of  surveyors,  gaugers,  and  clerks 
at  his  discretion,  as  well  as  the  number  of  revenue 
cutlers,  and  he  was  fully  authorized  by  law  to  pay 
all  these  exfienses  out  of  the  gross  amount  of  reve- 
nue received.  This  iVlr.  McK.  con.'<idered  as  high- 
ly im|iroper.  He  went  into  other  remarks  illus- 
trative of  the  benefits  of  restraining  this  discretion 
and  subjeciing  all  these  expenditures  to  the  spe- 
cific provisions  of  law,  and  highly  commended  the 
legislation  of  Congress  with  this  view,  so  far  as  it 
had  gone. 

Tlie  number  of  collectors  and  their  deputies  was 
still  wholly  undefined  by  law;  in  some  ports  the 
salary  of  deputies  was  §1,000,  in  others  §1,500. 
In  the  port  of  JNew  York  alone  there  were  ex- 
pended as  much  as  §100,0011  a  year  for  the  salaries 
of  clerks;  yet  the  amount  of  compensation  paid  to 
each  was  left  wholly  under  the  control  of  the  Sec- 
retary. This  WH.s  all  wrong.  This  class  of  ex- 
penditures was  ra|)idly  increasing,  and  it  was  high 
lime  that  a  stop  should  be  put  lo  such  a  state  of 
things.  Mr.  McK.  dwelt  on  the  extravagant  sums 
epenl  in  useless  experimenis  in  regard  to  revenue 
steamers  and  ex(ierimental  revenue  cutters.  He 
read  an  extract  from  a  statement  from  the  depart- 
ment, in  which  il  was  said  that  the  suitih  expended 
on  these  experiments  would  have  provided  iwenty- 
ei<;ht  armed  l)ri;;s  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  tons. 
The  pre.Ment  Secretary  of  the  'i'reusury  entirely 
di8a|)proved  of  such  a  state  of  the  law,  and  was 
desirous  that  the  wide  disi;retionary  power  In;  now 
exercised  should  be  defined  and  limited  by  pio- 


visions  of  law,  and  intrusted  to  specific  afipropria- 
tions.  Mr.  McK.  quoted  from  his  report  a  para- 
graph in  which  that  functionary  gave  it  as  his 
opinion  that  a  saving  of  at  least  half  a  million  of 
dollars  might  be  effected  in  the  collection  of  the 
revenue.  He  proposed  as  a  maximum  to  cover  all 
this  expense  the  sum  of  §1,525,000.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  were  unanimous  in 
reporting  this  bill,  and  believed  that  even  a  larger 
sum  rnight  be  saved  than  that  named  by  the  Sec- 
retary. Here  Mr.  McK.  quoted  from  the  commit- 
tee's report.  Last  year,  as  he  had  shown,  the  cost 
of  collection  had  amounted  to  §2,090,000.  The  Sec- 
retary thought  it  might  be  reduced  lo  §1,525,000. 
As  a  medium  between  these  two  sums,  the  com- 
mittee recommended  that  it  be  fixed  at  §1,550,000, 
and  the  bill  required  that  the  whole  amount  re- 
ceived before  the  30ih  of  June  next  should  be 
paid  without  any  reduction  into  the  treasury,  and 
that  these  indefinite  approiiriations  should  be  made 
to  provide  for  paying  out  again  the  sums  needed 
for  debentures,  drawbacks,  &c.,  and  that  next  ses- 
sion the  Secretary  should  submit  to  Congress  an 
estimate  of  the  cost  of  collection  up  to  the  close  of 
the  fiscal  year  1850.  Congi'ess  could  then  appro- 
priate the  necessary  amount. 

Mr.  McK.  insisted  it  was  not  right  in  principle 
that,  after  the  people  had  been  required  to  pay 
lai'ge  sums  in  the  shape  of  duties  on  imports  for 
the  use  of  Government,  that  any  deductions  should 
be  made  out  of  that  amount  at  the  discretion  of  a 
Government  officer.  Cluite  too  much  was  at  pres- 
ent left  to  Executive  discretion.  The  Executive 
department  had  no  desire  to  retain  this  discretion 
ill  their  hands,  but  were  willing  and  desirous  that 
it  should  be  restrained. 

In  the  public  statement  annually  made  of  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  Government,  the  ainounts  thus 
deducted  from  the  gross  amount  of  the  revenue 
before  it  reached  the  treasury  did  not  appear. 
From  looking  at  the  face  of  that  account,  any  one 
not  apprized  of  the  real  state  of  the  case,  would 
suppose  that  it  comprised  the  whole  amount  of  the 
Government  expenditure;  but  it  was  not  so.  It 
showed  a  less  amount  by  two  or  three  millions 
than  was  actually  the  case.  This  should  be  cor- 
rected. The  bill  would  prevent  this  false  appear- 
ance of  the  statement,  and  would  give  a  true  expose 
of  the  whole  expenses  of  the  Government.  Great 
good  would  result  from  the  passage  of  the  bill;  it 
would  carry  out  both  the  spirit  and  the  letter  of 
the  Constitution,  which  required  that  all  moneys 
received  for  revenue  should  be  paid  into  the  treas- 
ury of  the  United  States,  and  that  none  should  be 
drawn  out  of  the  treasury  save  by  warrant  of  law. 
A  large  saving  would  be  made  in  the  expense  of 
collection  :  the  Secretary  thought  this  might  be 
done,  and  Mr.  McK.  was  in  favor  of  Irving  it. 

Mr.  MURPHY  was  understood  to  say,  that  so 
far  as  the  expenses  of  the  collection  of  the  revenue 
were  concerned,  he  entirely  agreed  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina.  But  he  wished  to 
inquire  of  that  gentleman  whether  he  could  show 
any  recominendalion  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  that  the  amount  paid  for  drawback  must 
first  be  paid  into  the  treasury  before  it  could  be 
paid  over  to  the  importing  merchant  who  reiixport- 
ed  goods  he  had  brought  into  the  country? 

Mr.  McK.  making  no  reply,  Mr.  M.  would  sub- 
mit whether  it  could  with  truth  be  said  that  this 
was  money  paid  by  the  people  to  the  Government.' 
It  was  money  advanced,  temporarily,  by  the  iin- 
porter,  to  be  returned  to  him  as  soon  as  he  reiix- 
ported  his  imported  goods.  To  require  that  these 
amounts  should  all  be  fii'st  paid  into  the  treasury, 
and  not  repaid  until  sjiccific  appropriations  could 
be  made  by  Congress,  must  ofierale  greatly  to  em- 
barrass the  commercial  business  of  the  country. 
Mr.  M.  had  no  desire  to  throw  impediment  in  the 
way  of  measures  which  had  received  tlie  sanction 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  but  he 
would  request  that  the  l)ill  be  informally  passed  by 
for  the  present,  until  further  lime  should  have  been 
afforded  to  examine  its  practical  effect. 

Mr.  McKAY  replied,  that  if  the  gentleman  had 
examined  the  report  and  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
he  would  have  seen  that  there  was  no  foundaticm 
whatever  for  his  ap[)rehensioiis  as  to  any  embar- 
rassment being  caused  to  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try. He  here  entered  into  an  explanation  addressed 
to  Mr.  MuupiiY,  but  which,  frotn  ihe  positions  of 
the  parties,  was  almost  entirely  lost  to  the  reporter. 
He  understood  Mr.  McK.  to  refer  to  a  bill  report- 
ed by  Mr.  Carnbrelciig,  requiring  all  moneys  paid 


under  protest,  to  go  immediately  into  the  treasury; 
and  that  large  sums  had  been  paid  out  of  it  the 
present  year  for  drawback  and  debentures.  So  he 
understood  Mr.  McK.  to  say,  but  even  of  this  he 
is  not  entirely  certain. 

Mr.  HUNT  observed  that  this  bill  certainly 
made  very  material  alterations  in  our  revenue  sys- 
tem, and  was  of  too  much  importance  to  be  acted 
on  without  careful  consideration.  For  himself,  he 
had  had  no  opportunity  to  examine  the  provisions 
of  this  bill.  It  had  just  been  |irinted,  and  it  was 
reported  on  the  9th  of  this  month.  There  had  not 
been  sufficient  time  afforded  for  its  examination. 
From  the  slight  reflection  he  had  given  to  it  since 
it  came  up,  he  was  satisfied  that  its  provisions  were 
ri^ht  and  (iroper,  so  far  as  it  applied  to  the  salaries 
of  our  ofRcei-s  who  were  employed  in  collecting 
revenue.  He  thought  the  money  should  be  paid 
into  the  treasury  in  the  first  instance,  and  that  the 
salaries  of  the  collectors,  like  those  of  otherofficers, 
should  be  drawn  from  the  treasury  by  appropria- 
tions made  by  law. 

But  there  was  a  serious  difficulty  about  the  sec- 
ond section.  He  agreed  with  his  colleague  [Mr. 
Murphy]  in  the  opinion  that  it  would  subject  our 
importers  to  very  serious  inconvenience  and  diffi- 
culty. Whenever  they  made  application  for  draw- 
backs, they  would  be  obliged  to  come  here  to  tke 
Treasury  Department;  and  in  these  cases,  which 
were  numerous  and  frequent,  delays  would  be  like- 
ly to  arise,  and  they  be  subjected  to  serious  ex- 
pense and  inconvenience.  The  duty  of  the  collec- 
tor in  those  cases  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than 
to  pay  back  the  amount  of  duties  which  he  had 
received,  deducting  two  and  a  half  percent.  He 
had  received  a  communication  from  an  intelligent 
merchant  in  New  York,  who  represented  that  this 
provision  of  the  bill  would  subject  the  importing 
merchants  to  very  serious  inconvenience;  and  he 
thought  they  ousht,  at  all  events,  to  give  this  very 
important  class  of  our  community  an  opportunity 
to  be  heard. 

He  hoped  his  friend  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
McKay]  would  either  consent  to  strike  out  this 
section  or  postpone  it — for  a  week,  if  thesentleman 
pleased — to  give  the  House  further  opportunity  to 
examine  the  bearing  of  this  part  of  its  provisions. 
He  should  be  very  unwilling  to  make  so  important 
a  change,  affecting  commercial  transactions  in  all 
our  large  cities,  as  this  second  section  would,  with- 
out more  scrutiny  and  examination  than  gentlemen 
on  all  sides  had  been  able  to  give  to  it. 

He  was  very  sorry  to  throw  any  impediment  in 
the  way  of  the  adoption  of  the  other  provisions  of 
the  bill.  He  thought  they  ought  to  be  enacted  into 
a  law,  but  he  was  not  prepared,  and  he  thotight  it 
was  very  evident  the  House  were  not  prepared,  to 
act  upon  this  on  the  spur  of  the  moment. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  said  he  concurred  entirely  with 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  He  thoii<jht 
that  this  was,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  reform 
bill.  No  serious  objection  could  be  uroed  to  its 
passage.  There  was  no  good  reason  why  the  mo- 
ney received  from  customs  and  the  public  lands 
should  not  be  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  appro- 
priations be  made  by  law  for  the  salaries  of  collec- 
tors and  receivers  as  they  were  for  the  salaries  of 
all  other  officers.  It  was  truly  a  reform  bill.  It 
would  effect  a  saving  of  half  a  million  of  dollars 
annually  lo  the  Government,  and  would  secure  'he 
Government  from  frauds  on  the  part  of  those  who, 
under  existing  laws,  received  payment  of  demands 
upon  the  Government  without  appropriatious  made 
therefor  by  law. 

He  could  not  perceive  the  force  of  the  objections 
that  had  been  urged  against  applying  this  princi- 
ple to  the  payment  of  debentures.  He  thoiiijht 
those  objections  had  been  answered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina.  At  present  moi'c  than 
one-half  of  the  debentures  were  paid  by  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  Stales.  No  delay,  no  inconve- 
nience could  arise  to  the  importing  inerchants  from 
the  simple  transfer  of  the  payment  of  debentures 
from  the  collectors  of  customs  to  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  Stales,  which  was  all  that  this  section 
of  ihe  bill  contemplated.  The  bill,  viewed  in  every 
possible  light,  threw  around  our  public  moneys 
every  security  that  could  be  demanded.  It  i;ave 
to  the  moneys  thus  received  the  supervision  of  the 
Ti-easurer  of  the  United  States,  superadded  to  that 
of  Congress,  to  whotn  by  the  Constitution  was 
commiited  )iartic,ularly  the  supervision  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  all  moneys  by  the  {ioveinmeiit. 

As  had  been  stated,  three  years  were  uUswed  ia 
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which  drawbacks  might  be  demanded.  If  these 
moneys  were  allowed  to  remain  in  the  hands  of 
the  collectors  of  customs,  as  they  now  did,  it  af- 
forded them  the  opportunity  to  speculate  upon 
them.     There  might  be  millions  in  their  hands. 

It  secured  the  public  creditor  also  from  the  fail- 
ure of  the  collectors,  because  this  Government 
would  not  be  bound  to  indemnify  the  importers  for 
losses  sustained  by  them. 

They  also  knew  that  the  amount  of  expenditures 
in  the  various  departments  of  this  Government  was 
iiegulated  more  by  the  appropriations  than  by  the 
wants  of  the  Government;  that  was  to  say,  that, 
however  large  the  sums  which  were  appropriated 
and  placed  at  the  disposal  of  our  disbursing  officers, 
they  were  all  sure  to  be  expended. 

Mr.  HUNT  interposed  and  (Mr.  P.  yielding) 
remarked  that,  according  to  the  gentleman's  con- 
struction of  this  section,  importers  who  paid  money 
into  the  treasury  upon  exportation  of  their  goods 
would  be  required  to  come  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States  to  receive  their  drawbacks. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  replied  that  all  they  would  have 
to  do  would  be  to  come  to  the  Treasurer — and  that 
was  what  they  now  did  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten — 
and  receive  their  drawbacks  out  of  the  treasury  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr  EVx\NS,  of  Maryland,  said,  if  he  under- 
stood the  explanation  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  require  par- 
ticular appropriations  for  these  payments, but  that" 
this  bill  made  a  general  indefinite  appropriation  for 
the  purpose. 

Mr.  McKAY,  in  reply,  remarked,  if  we  made 
an  appropriation  for  the  salary  of  the  clerks  in  the 
custom-house  in  New  York,  nobody  supposed  that 
they  would  be  required  to  come  to  Washington 
to  get  their  pay,  but  that  they  would  receive  it 
through  the  collector  at  New  York.  So,  if  Con- 
gress made  indefinite  appropriations  for  deben- 
tures, the  merchants  would  receive  the  payments 
of  them  at  New  York. 

Mr.  EVANS.  So  I  understand;  and  that  is 
right. 

Mr.  HUNT  inquired  if  it  was  now  in  order  to 
move  to -strike  out  the  second  section?  If  so,  he 
would  make  that  motion. 

The  CHAIRMAN  replied  that  it  was  not,  as 
that  section  had  been  passed,  and  the  fourth  was 
now  under  consideration,  to  which  an  amendment 
was  pending 

Mr.  McKAY  said,  under  the  establishment  of 
tlie  warehousing  system,  there  was  perhaps  no 
necessity  at.  all  for  the  law  which  allows  deben- 
tures. Underthe  warehousing  system,  any  mer- 
chant could  bring  his  goods  in,  and  was  not  re- 
quired to  pay  duties  until  he  took  them  out.  He 
understood — not  from  the  Secretary,  however — 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  this  subject 
under  consideration ,  and  that  he  might  make  some 
recommendation  to  Congress — to  repeal  the  law 
allowing  drawbacks,  perhaps. 

He  thought  the  section  as  it  now  stood  was  per- 
fectly harmless,  and  he  hoped  the  committee  would 
not  strike  it  out. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  said,  that  in  very  many  cases 
there  might  be  the  same  necessity  for  the  law  al- 
lowing (drawbacks  as  existed  before  the  adoption 
of  the  warehousing  system.  For  instance,  many 
of  these  importations  might  be  brought  in  in  one 
shape,  and  be  exported  in  another.  It  would  then 
be  necessary  to  remove  them  from  the  warehouse. 

Mr.  McKAY  (in  his  seat)  was  understood  to 
assent  to  this  suggestion. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  (continuing)  contended,  however, 
that  the  second  section  was  eminently  proper,  in 
order  to  give  efficiency  to  the  bill.  It  gave  rise  to 
no  other  ditliculties  than  at  present  existed,  for 
now  nine-tenths  of  the  drawbacks  were  paid  at  the 
treasury.  If  they  struck  out  the  second  section, 
we  would  be  compelled  to  have  large  and  indefi- 
nite sums  of  money  in  the  hands  of  our  collectors; 
.and  little,  therefore,  would  be  accomplished  to- 
wards those  reforms  which  the  bill  contemplated. 
The  great  object  to  require  appropriations  to  be 
made  by  law  before  the  moneys  were  paid  out 
would  be  entirely  defeated,  so  far  as  the  payment 
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of  drawbacks  was  concerned.  This  bill  had  been 
well  considered,  and  was  efficient  for  the  purposes 
which  it  sought  to  accomplish.  Those  purposes 
were  to  carry  out  important  constitutional  provis- 
ions. He  trusted  the  committee  would  not  agree 
to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  to 
strike  out. 

The  CHAIRMAN  reminded  him  that  the  mo- 
tion was  not  pending,  not  having  been  received. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  said  the  otily  possible  objec- 
tion to  the  provisions  of  this  bill  which  struck  him 
was,  that  under  it  the  importing  merchant  who  was 
entitled  to  receive  his  drawbacks  would  be  required 
to  come  to  Washington,  before  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  before  he  could  receive  them.  If  this 
could  be  remedied  by  any  amendment,  so  that  when 
the  collector  gave  his  debenture,  showing  that  so 
much  money  was  due  on  the  exportation  of  goods, 
the  merchant  could  take  that  certificate  to  the  sub- 
treasurer,  or  any  other  officer,  and  receive  his 
money,  the  whole  difficulty  would  be  removed.  But 
if  the  merchant  was  compelled  in  every  case,  upon 
the  exportation  of  his  goods,  to  send  his  cjaim  here, 
to  have  some  agent  at  Washington,  or  to  come 
himself,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  his  drawback, 
it  would  involve  so  much  inconvenience  and  ex- 
pense that  they  would  have  to  repeal  or  alter  the 
law.  He  could  not  see,  under  the  second  section, 
any  other  mode  by  which  these  settlements  were 
to  be  made.  He  understood  that  the  merchants 
would  have  to  send  their  debentures  here,  and 
would  have  to  meet  any  informalities  or  objections 
at  a  distance  from  home,  whereas  at  home  they 
could  be  easily  remedied.  He  could  see  no  objec- 
tion to  the  other  provisions  of  the  bill,  but  much 
to  commend  them  to  the  favorable  consideration 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  that  as  the  bill  made  a  gen- 
eral appropriation  for  cases  of  this  kind;  the  mer- 
chant would  have  only  to  present  his  claim  to  the 
collector  and  he  would  receive  his  drawbacks.  As 
it  was  in  the  War  Department,  our  soldiers  who 
were  in  Mexico  had  to  be  paid.  The  Secretary  of 
War  made  a  requisition  upon  the  treasury  for  a 
million  of  dollars:  a  million  of  dollars  were  drawn 
out  under  the  forms  of  the  law,  and  placed  in  the 
handsof  paymasters,  and  by  them  were  disbursed 
according  to  law.  So  it  would  be  under  this  bill. 
An  appropriation  would  be  made  by  Congress; 
the  collectors  of  the  different  ports  would  want  so 
much  money  for  the  pay  of  drawbacks,  and  they 
would  pay  it  out  to  the  just  claimants.  Thus  gen- 
tlemen would  see  that  the  difficulties  which  they 
were  fearful  would  be  involved  were  wholly  imagi- 
nary. 

Mr.  McLANE  desired  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  to  the  concluding 
provision  of  the  second  section  of  the  bill.  The 
second  section,  having  made  full  indefinite  appro- 
priation to  cover  any  amount  of  money  that  might 
be  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States  under  de- 
benture, proceeded  to  state  that  these  moneys 
should  be  expended  under  the  directions  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  These  directions  now 
existed,  and  by  them  the  money  was  now  paid 
out  by  the  collectors.  It  was  not  to  be  drawn  out 
on  treasury  warrants,  but,  under  the  directions  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  would  be  paid  out 
any  day  and  any  hour  in  the  city  of  New  York 
any  amount  of  drawbacks. 

Mr.  MURPHY,  remarking  that  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  McLane]  represented  that 
this  money  was  tiot  to  be  drawn  out  on  treasury 
warrants,  asked  what  then  would  be  the  benefit  of 
this  provision  ?  If  the  money  went  into  the  treas- 
ury, it  must  come  out  legally  by  warrant. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  said  this 
money  would  be  paid  out  as  the  soldiers  were  paid 
in  Mexico.  Here,  then,  was  a  large  amount  which 
would  be  drawn  by  the  collector  or  other  paymas- 
ter in  New  York,  and  kept  in  his  hands  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  these  drawbacks,  as,  from  time 
to  time,  they  were  demanded.  Now,  he  asked, 
what  check  was  there  in  such  a  provision?  He 
had  supposed  that  the  object  was  to  take  it  out  of 
the  handi^  of  collectors.  But,  even  if  it  were  to  be 
drawn  out  by  warrant,   he  told  gentlemen,  from 
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experience,  that  often  and  often  had  it  been  the 
case,  in  the  navy  department  at  New  York,  that  the 
public  creditors  had  been  kept  back  from  receiv- 
ing their  money  for  months,  when  the  Government 
was  straitened  for  means.  He  was  not  opposed  to 
this  bill;  he  merely  asked  time  to  consider  its  pro- 
visions. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  suggested  to  the  House  an 
amendment  to  the  second  section,  which  he  thought 
would  obviate  the  whole  difficulty,  and  he  hoped 
unite  all  in  favor  of  it.  He  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  would  ajiprove  of  it.  He 
read  the  amendment,  and  explained  that  it  simply 
recognized  the  idea  that  these  payments  of  draw- 
backs were  to  be  made  at  the  ports  whence  the 
goods  were  exported. 

Mr.  SAWYER  said  he  understood  that  the 
second  section  was  not  under  consideration,  and 
therefore  the  amendment  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  replied  that  he  supposed  it 
would  be  in  order  by  the  general  consent  of  the 
committee.  This  bill  had  come  up  rather  unex- 
pectedly— not  having  been  printed  or  offered  for 
their  inspection  until  to-day.  He  thought  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill  a  good  one,  and  was  in  favor  of  it; 
but  he  thought  some  amendments  to  the  second 
section  wore  necessary,  in  order  that  the  merchants 
should  receive  their  drawbacks  at  the  ports  whence 
they  export  their  goods. 

Mr.  SAWYER  insisted  upon  his  point  of  order; 
which  was  sustained  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  he  did  not  think  there  was  a 
necessity  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  It  simply  reqtaired  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasiuy  to  cause  to  be  deposited  with  the 
collectors  of  the  various  ports  sums  of  money  suffi- 
cient to  meet  the  demands  upon  them  for  draw- 
backs. Now,  that  was  what  the  section  itself 
authorized.  It  made  an  appropriation;  and  when 
an  appropriation  was  made  by  law,  of  course  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  officers  who  have  the  disbursement 
of  it,  to  make  that  disbursement  with  as  much  con- 
venience to  the  public  creditor  as  possible.  The 
amendment  gave  no  additional  authority  at  all. 
The  section  provided  that  the  moneys  thus  appro- 
priated should  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  head  of  the  department. 

Now,  with  reference  to  the  remark  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  that  the  money  would 
accumulate  in  the  hands  of  the  executive  officers, 
did  not  the  gentleman  know  that  at  this  session 
they  had  appropriated  and  would  appropriate 
$50,000,000,  and  that  the  Executive  might  draw 
every  dollar  of  it  from  the  treasury,  and  place  it  in 
the  hands  of  the  disbursing  officers?  But,  although 
he  had  the  legal  right,  it  would  be  highly  improper 
in  him  to  do  it.  When  these  appropriations  had 
been  made,  they  were  drawn  for  from  time  to 
time,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the  public 
service.  No  doubt  if  this  second  section  stood  as 
it  was  originally  reported,  the  Secretary  would  so 
direct  the  expenditure  of  the  money  as  to  work  the 
least  possible  inconvenience  to  the  mercantile  com- 
munity. If  there  were  the  slightest  foundation  for 
the  apprehensions  which  wereentertained,  he  would 
agree  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman,  but  it 
would  do  no  good,  as  the  section  itself  provided  for 
the  same  object. 

The  CHAIRMAN  again  announced  the  ques- 
tion to  be  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  McKay  to 
the  fourth  section. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  moved  that  the  committee 
rise,  and  remarked  that  he  would  be  willing  to  take 
up  this  bill  again  at  whatever  time  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  McKay]  desired;  but 
the  Flouse  wanted  time  to  examine  it,  and  were 
.unprepared  to  act  upon  it  now. 

The  motion  to  rise  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  McKat,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  to  add  at  the  end  of  the 
fourth  section  the  following: 

Prooiilcd,  also,  That  all  drawbiickg,  ilebeiilures,  and  boun- 
ties, authorized  bv  law,  maybe  paid  t>5'  the  c-olleotor  o(  cus- 
toms at  tlie  port  oi-e.\portatioii,  without  previous)  apphcauon 
to  thi!  Treasury  Depaifmtui,  and  in  Hie  saiue  maiuier  prac- 
lisnd  heretofore. 

Disagreed  to. 
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Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York,  moved  to  add  to  the 
bill  the  following  additional  sections: 

Sec.  .5.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasur}'  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  directud  to  report  to  Con- 
gress, at  the'coinincnceiiiciit  of  the  next  session  thereof,  tlie 
actual  amount  of  moneys  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States 
at  the  coiniaenccment  of  the  fiscal  year  on  the  1st  day  of 
July,  1848,  stating  in  such  report  what  portion  of  such 
amount  behnifts  absolutely  to  the  United  States,  and  what 
portion  thereof  is  held  in  trust,  and  tlie  nature  and  descrip- 
tion of  each  of  the  trusts  under  which  such  moneys  are  held, 
and  the  amount  held  under  each  of  said  trusts  respectively  ; 
and  in  ease  the  amount  of  trust  funds  theretofore  ])aid  into 
ttic  treasury  of  the  United  Statesj  and  not  expended  in  dis- 
charge of  its  duties  as  trustee,  shall  exceed  the  balance  then 
in  the  treasury,  that  he  shall  state  the  amount  of  such  trust 
funds  so  paid  into  the  treasury,  and  not  expended  as  afore- 
said, under  each  of  such  trusts  respectively  ;  and  that  said 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall,  at  the  same  time,  report  to 
Congress"  a  statement  of  all  the  outstanding  warrants  drawn 
against  the  treasury  and  not  paid  attlie  conimeiicement  of  the 
said  fiscal  year,  stating  the  amounts  of  each  of  said  warrants, 
and  the  accounts  on  which  the  same  wen;  drawn,  and  whe- 
ther the  same  were  or  were  not  drawn  on  account  of  trust 
funds  vvliich  had  been  before  paid  into  the  treasury. 

Sec.  6.  ^Ind  he  it  farther  enaded,  Tliatthe  President,  each 
of  the  heads  of  departments,  and  all  the  otiicers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  who,  as  such  olTicers  or  heads  of  departments, 
shall,  at  the  commencement  of  said  fiscal  year,  hold  or  con- 
trol any  moneys,  securities,  or  other  valuable  thing  in  trust 
under  any  law  or  treaty  of  the  United  States,  he  and  they 
are  hereby  directed  to  report  to  Congress  at  its  next  session 
the  nature  and  character  of  each  of  said  trusts,  wlien  and 
how  the  same  was  created,  and  the  amount  of  moneys  and 
description  of  the  securities  or  other  valuable  tiling  which 
may  have  been  at  any  time,  and  were  at  the  commencoinent 
of  the  s.aid  fiscal  year,  held  or  controlled,  and  the  receipts 
and  payments  on  account  tliercof. 

Mr.  HALL  remarked  that  the  bill  now  under 
consideration  was  one  of  which  he  heartily  ap- 
proved. It  proposed  to  take  effect  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  fiscal  year.  He  desired, 
therefore,  that,  as  proposed  by  his  amendment,  at 
that  time  we  should  have  a  statement  of  the  precise 
amount  of  funds  in  the  treasury,  designating  abso- 
lutely the  amount  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
and  the  amount  held  by  the  United  States  in  trust 
for  the  Indian  tribes,  or  for  any  other  purpose 
whatsoever. 

The  first  section  which  he  offered  proposed, 
moreover,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
should  state  the  ainount  of  outstanding  warrants, 
and  why  they  had  not  been  paid.  This  statement 
would  show  the  amount  of  money  in  the  treasury 
subject  to  warrants;  or,if  there  was  no  such  money, 
it  would  show  the  amount  which  the  United  States 
were  indebted  on  account  of  trust  funds,  and  the 
amount  remaining  in  the  treasury. 

He  proposed  also  to  require  of  the  collectors  and 
all  other  officers  having  public  funds  in  their  hands 
the  amount  of  trust  funds  held  by  them.  As  far 
as  he  had  been  able  to  learn,  there  had  been  made 
no  report  to  Congress  within  a  long  period  which 
enabled  them  to  determine  the  amount  of  trust 
funds  held  by  the  United  States,  or  what  officers 
had  control  of  those  funds.  He  desired  to  see,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress, 
a  report  made  by  every  olliccr  of  the  Goverimient 
who -holds  trust  funds,  and  that  they  should  give 
an  account  of  their  stewardship. 

Mr.  McKAY  suggested  that  this  was  not  the 
place  to  insert  calls  for  information,  this  being  a 
bill  which  would  go  on  the  statute-book;  that  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  would  accomplish  his 
object  on  the  next  resolution  day  by  offering  a  reso- 
lution calling  for  the  information  which  he  desired. 

But  the  first  section  proposed  was  wholly  un- 
necessary. It  required  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  report  to  Congress  at  the  coinmcncemcnt  of 
the  next  session  the  nmount  in  the  treasury  on 
the  1st  of  July,  1848.  Now,  the  Secretary  always 
had  done  that;  he  was  required  to  do  it  by  the  law 
of  17b9.  Look  at  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  at  the  present  session,  and  the  gen- 
tleman would  find  that  the  Secretary  stated -the 
amount  which  was  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  of 
July  la.st,  and  at  the  next  ses.sion  he  would  give 
the  same  information,  coming  up  to  the  1st  of  July 
next;  he  would  state  liie  balance  then  remaining  in 
the  treasury. 

Then  in  regard  to  the  next  point— viz:  the  call 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  state  the 
amount  of  tniPt  funds  in  the  ticusury — if  the  gen- 
tlem.in  would  Uikc  the  trouble  to  look  into  the 
tables  attached  to  the  report  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs,  he  would  there  find  all  the  infor- 
mation he  aHked  on  this  point.  All  the  money  iIk; 
United  States  held  in  trust  for  the  tlid'ercnl  Indian 
tribes  was  distinctly  slated;  this  information  was 
given  at  the  commencement  of  every  .seH.«ion. 

Then  in  regard  to  the  call  for  the  amount  of  out- 


standing warrants  upon  the  treasury,  did  not  the 
gentleman  know  that  every  three  months — upon 
the  1st  of  April,  or  two  or  three  days  after,  and  at 
the  beginning  of  every  three  months  tliereafter — 
this  very  statement  was  published  in  the  "  Intelli- 
gencer" and  "  Union.'" 

Therefore  the  sections  were  wholly  unnecessary. 
In  case  the  inquiries  were  necessary,  they  would 
more  properly  form  the  subject  of  a  resolution. 
But  all  the  information  asked  for  was  found  in  the 
printed  documents. 

Mr.  HALL  replied  that  he  understood  there  was 
such  a  report  in  relation  to  outstanding  drafts  as 
the  gentleman  mentioned;  but  he  understood,  too, 
that  the  statement  annexed  to  the  annual  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  balance  re- 
maining in  the  treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
the  statement  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  same  balance,  did  not  agree;  and  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  if  he  would  exannine  the 
two,  would  see  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
stated  it  to  be  something  over  p, 700,000,  while  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury  showecJ  the  amount  in  the 
treasury  at  the  same  time  to  be  nearly  $5,000,000. 
Now,  this  difference,  as  he  understood,  grew  out 
of  the  fact,  that  in  the  one  the  outstanding  war- 
rants were  not  included,  and  in  the  other  they 
were;  and  also  the  fact  that  one  statement  includ- 
ed and  the  other  statement  excluded  trust  funds. 
By  reference  to  these  documents,  they  could  un- 
doubtedly find  the  amount  of  outstanding  warrants 
at  the  time  of  their  publication,  but  he  had  not  been 
able  to  find  there  or  elsewhere  any  statement  of  the 
amount  of  trust  funds  in  the  treasury. 

Mr.  McKAY  (Mr.  Hall  yielding)  said  the  Gov- 
ernment held  in  trust  for  the  Indian  tribes,  various 
sums  of  money.  Some  of  this  money  had  been 
invested  in  United  States  and  State  stocks,  and  the 
stocks  had  been  paid  over  to  the  tribes.  But  in 
another  portion  of  the  documents  the  aggregate 
amount  was  given  of  the  trust  funds  Which  the 
Government  now  holds,  but  which  were  not  in  the 
treasury,  for  the  Government  had  used  the  money. 
The  gentleman,  if  he  would  look  into  the  appropri- 
ation bills,  would  see  the  appropriations,  from  year 
to  year,  of  large  sums  of  money  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  upon  these  funds,  which  the  Gov- 
ern rnent  had  not  thought  proper  to  invest. 

Mr.  HALL  (continuing)  said,  a  large  portion  of 
these  trust  funds  had  been  invested  in  one  form  or 
another,  in  Slate  stocks  or  otherwise,  sometimes 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  sometimes  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War.  But  he  wished  to  remind  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  that 
there  were  other  sums  held  in  trust  by  the  Gov- 
ernment than  those  which  had  been  taken  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Indian  tribes.  The  funds  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  were  one  instance.  And 
one  of  the  objects  he  had  in  offering  his  amendment 
wa."),  to  discover  the  amount  of  money  which  had 
been  received  as  trust  funds,  and  expended  for  the 
ordinary  purposes  of  Government.  He  wanted 
to  know  how  the  money  received  in  trust  by  the 
Governnment,  or  its  officers,  had  been  invested. 
He  wanted  information  on  this  subject,  and  he, 
believed  the  country  wanted  information  on  this 
subject;  and  he  apprehended,  when  they  were 
about  to  adopt  the  new  system  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  the  present  was  tlic  proper 
time  to  adopt  the  amendment  to  this  bill,  which 
v/ould  bring  forward  this  information.  He  htid  no 
disposition  to  embarrass  this  bill,  but  it  was  one  of 
whose  objects  lie  heartily  approved. 

Mr.  STROHM,  in  a  few  remarks  very  indis- 
tinctly heard,  was  understood  to  suggest  to  Mr. 
Hai.l  the  propriety  of  not  pressing  his  amendment, 
as  the  Cominittee  on  Public  Expenditures  would, 
before  the  session  closed,  bring  forward  a  bill 
which  would  meet  the  object  of  the  gentleman,  by 
rctjuiring  the  same  information,  and  the  statement 
of  these  accounts  in  such  a  manner  as  that  every- 
body could  understand  them; 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  progress. 
PATENT  OFFICE  REi'ORT. 

Mr.  CONGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
to  which  was  i  cferred  the  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  8th  instant,  in  relation  to  the  printing  of 
extra  nuinbers  of  the  report  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Patents,  made  a  report,  recommending  that  the 
usttal  nuinber  of  copies  of  the  said  report  be  print- 
ed, imd,  in  addition  thereto,  that  ninety  thousand 
copies  extra  of  the  same,  without  the  list  of  patents  ■ 
granted  and  expired,  the  claims,  and  the  opinions 


of  the  Chief  Justice,  and  ten  thousand  extra  copies 
of  the  whole  report  be  ]3rinted,  and  that  fifteen 
hundred  copies  of  the  former  and  five  hundred 
copies  of  the  latter  be  delivered  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Patents  for  the  use  of  the  Patent  Office. 
The  report  lurther  states,  that  the  cost  of  printing 
will  be  about  twenty-six  cents  per  copy,  and  can 
be  bound  at  about  fourteen  cents  per  copy,  making 
the  cost  of  each  copy  bound  at  forty  cents,  and  the 
aggregate  cost  of  printing  and  binding  the  whole 
number  will  amount  to  about  forty  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  committee  unanimously  recommend  the 
binding  of  the  whole  number. 

Pending  the  report,  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  March  15,  1848. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
the  following  letter: 

Washington,  March  15,  1848. 
Sir  :  Very  unexpectedly  to  me,  and  very  much  against  my 
personal  wishes,  I  have  been  induced,  from  patriotic  con- 
siderations I  hope,  to  accept  an  office  of  wbicli  you  and  the 
Senate  are  advised,  which  renders  it  necessary  that  1  shonid 
resign  my  seat  as  one  of  the  Senaiors  from  the  State  of  Ar- 
kansas ;  and  that  resignation  is  herevvilh  tendered. 

Wishing  yon,  sir,  and  each  member  of  the  Senate,  every 
blessing  which  this  life  can  afford,  I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
sir,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  SEVIER. 
Hon.  George  M.  Dallas, 

Vice  Freiident  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ASHLEY,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Vice  President  be  requested  to  inform 
the  Executive  of  the  Stale  of  Arkansas,  lliat  tiie  Hon.  Am- 
brose H.  Sevier  has  this  day  resigned  liis  seat  in  the  Sen- 
ate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  agree- 
ably to  law,  accompanied  by  a  statement  from  the 
Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  of  the  appro- 
priations for  the  naval  service  for  .the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,  1847. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  a  preamble  and  res- 
olutions passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  favor  of  the  constrciction  of  a  rail- 
road from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  on 
the  plan  proposed  by  Mr.  Whitney;  which  were 
laid  upon  the  table. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  of  nurnerous 
citizens  of  the  town  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  stating 
their  belief  that  the  present  war  with  Mexico  was 
altogether  wj'oiig'  in  principle  and  most  pernicious  in 
its  effects,  and  asking  Congress  to  use  all  lawful 
means  for  its  speedy  termination,  by  the  exercise 
of  their  constitutional  authority  in  defining  the  ob- 
ject of  the  war,  by  the  innmediate  cessation  of  hos- 
tilities, by  the  settlement  of  just  and  honorable 
terms  as  the  basis  of  a  treaty  of  peace,  and  by  per- 
severing efforts  to  negotiate  with  the  proper  au- 
thority of  Mexico  until  agreement  to  such  terms 
can  be  obtained. 

Mr.  B.  said  the  memorial  was  numerously  sign- 
ed and  the  parties  highly  respectable  and  intelligent, 
and  it  gave  him  great  pleasure  to  add  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  was  in  a  very  fair  way  of 
being  accomplished. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Peimsylvania,  praying  that  the  United  States 
army  may  be  recalled  from  Mexico  and  peace 
established  with  that  republic;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizensof  Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  froin  Provi- 
dence to  Tufton,  in  that  Stale;  which  was  referred 
to  ComiTiiitee  on  the  Post  Office  Snd  Post  Roads. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Leonard  Gray,  a  soldier  in 
the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  praying  to  be 
allowed  a  jjension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  LEWIS  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Clarke  county,  Alabama,  praying  the  establish- 
ment of  a  mail  route  from  Wilderness  Post  Office, 
to  Moll's  Post  Office,  in  that  State;  which  waa 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Also,  the  petition  of  T.  L.  Smith,  praying  n'grant 
of  land  to  the  Eufaula  and  Geneva  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  aid  in 'the  conslruction  of  a  railroad  from 
Eufaula  to  Pensacola;  which  was  referred  to  the. 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

UESOI.UTIONy. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  wtts  refid  the  first  and  second  times  by 
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unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate: 

Resolved,  'Hint  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  allow  and  pay, 
out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  tliU  Senate,  to  James  Moore, 
the  same  per  diem  cumpeusatioii  that  is  now  allowed  and 
paid  to  the  boys  assisting  the  mail  carriers  of  the  Senate,  he 
having  performed  the  same  duties  during  the  2Sth  Congress 
without  compensation. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  petition  of 
Frederick  Dawson,  Jaines  Schott,and  ElishaDana 
Whitney,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  their  relief. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  same  Committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Leslie  Combs, 
submitted  a  report;  whicli^was  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of-the  widow 
and  legal  rejiresentatives  of  Reuben  Lassiter,  sub- 
mitted an  adverse  report;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
bills  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the 
relief  of  John  Mitchell,  and  for  the  relief  of  John 
Manley,  reported  them  without  amendment. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  DOUGLAS  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  establish  the 
Territory  of  Nebraska;  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Cominittee  on  Territories. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  BENTON  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  joint  resolution  to  pro- 
mote the  purchase  of  American  hemp  for  the  use  of 
the  American  navy;  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

EXAMINERS  OF  PATENTS. 

The  Seriate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments made  by  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill  of  the  Senate  to  provide  additional  exam- 
iners in  the  Patent  Office,  and  for  other  purposes; 
and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Patents  and  the  Patent  Oflice. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Commodore  Foxall  A.  Parker,  of  the  United 
States  navy;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BADGER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

BILLS  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

The  bills  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  relief  of  Sarah  Stokes,  v/idow  of  John  Stokes; 
for  the  relief  of  Esther  Russell;  for  the  relief  of 
Jonathan  Moore,  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts; 
for  the  relief  of  Robert  Ellis;  and  for  the  relief  of 
Catharine  Fulton,  of  Washington  county,  Penn- 
sylvania; were  severally  read  the  first  and  second 
times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions.  ! 

The  bills  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
relating  to  the  collection  district  of  New  Orleans,  | 
and  for  other  purposes,  and  for  the  relief  of  the 
Red  River  Railroad  Company,  were  severally  read 
the  first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  bills  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  relief  of  Stalker  and  Hill,  and  for  the  relief  of 
Reuben  Perry  and  Thomas  P.  Ligon,  were  seve- 
rally read  the  first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Tlie  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  benefit  of  Benjamin  White,  was  read  the  first 
and  second  times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bills  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

tlie  relief  of  Anthony  Bessee,  and  for  the  relief  of 

Charles  CappcU,  were  severally  read  the  fir.st  and 

second  times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 

.  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Re|ircsentatives  for  the 

relief  of  G.  F.  de  la  Roche  and  W.  P.  S.  Sanger, 

■was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous 

consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 

•  Affairs. 

The  bills  froin  the  House  of  Representatives  to 


change  the  name  of  Photius  Kavasales  to  that  of 
Photius  Fisk,  and  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  regulate  the  proceedings  in  the  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes," 
passed  8th  August,  1846,  were  severally  read  the 
first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of  George  R.  Smith  was 
read  the  first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BAGBY  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow,  or 
at  an  early  day,  he  would  ask  leave  of  the  Senate 
to  bring  in  a  bill  relating  to  the  public  lands. 
JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  .the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Paul  Jones;  and 
they  were  concurred  in. 

CLAIMS  AGAINST  MEXICO. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  joint  resolution  to  create 
a  board  to  ascertain  and  determine  the  amount  of 
each  of  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  against  Mexico;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  La.,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  it  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations. 

THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  CASS  moved  that  the  prior  orders  of  the 
day  be  postponed,  and  that  the  bill  making  pro- 
visions for  an  increase  of  the  regular  army  be  taken 
up;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  pending  being  the  motion  by  Mr. 
Butler,  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  with  instructions  to  strike  out  all 
after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  the  following: 

"That  tlie  regular  army  shall  be  increased  as  follows,  to 
wit:  To  each  company  of  artillery,  infantry,  and  regiment 

of  rifieuien,  there  shall  l)e  added privates,  and  to  each 

of  the- regiments  aforesaid  as  many  subalterns  as  will  pro- 
vide two  first  lieutenants  and  two  second  lieutenants  respect- 
ively: Provided,  That  the  said  troops  shall  be  required  to 
serve  during  the  war  with  Mexico,  but  may  be  sooner  dis- 
charged by  order  of  the  President." 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  by  Mr. 
BREESS,  and  being  seconded,  were«ordered  and 
taken  with  the  following  result: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Berrien,  Butler, 
Calhoun,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Corwin,  Crittenden,  I)avis  o!" 
Massachusetts,  Dayton,  Greene,  Hale,  Mangum,  Phelps, 
and  Underwood — 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Atberton,  Bag- 
by,  Benton,  Bradlmry,  fireese,  Cameron,  Cass,  Davis  of 
Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Douglas,  Downs,  Felcb,  Han- 
negan,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
Lewis,  Mason,  Moor,  Niles,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  Westcott, 
and  Yulee— 2S. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 

R^r.  CALHOUN  said:  1  had  no  anticipation  that 
this  bill  would  be  put  on  its  passage  to-day.  I 
have  had  no  opportunity  of  being  heard  upon  it, 
and  I  desire  to  offer  my  views  before  it  be  passed. 
With  this  view,  I  hope  it  may  be  laid  over  till  to- 
morrow. I  move  that  it  be  laid  over  till  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  have  merely  to  observe  that  if  the 
gentleman  wishes  to  offer  some  remarks  on  the  bill, 
1  will  hear  him  with  great  pleasure.  But  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mason]  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  had  forgotten  that;  and  of 
course  I  do  not  desire  to  be  heard  before  I  he  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia. 

Mr.  MASON.  When  this  bill  was  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Senate  some  three  weeks  since, 
the  debate  was  made  to  embrace  the  entire  subject 
connected  with  the  origin  of  the  war  and  its  conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  my  purpose  then  to  have  gone  into  the  debate 
to  the  extent  to  which  it  ha'd  then  proceeded.  But 
since  that  time,  events  have  transpired,  perfectly 
well  known  to  the  country,  which  would,  in  my 
judgment,  render  it  inexpedient,  if  not  impossible, 
to  present  views  intended  for  a  totally  different 
state  of  the  case.  What  these  events  are  I  may 
not  be  perhaps  permitted  to  allude  to  here,  further 
than  as  they  have  gone  forth  to  the  country  on 
well  accredited  rfimor.  But,  sir,  I  have  not  yet 
heard  that  a  peace  has  been  made  with  Mexico. 
If  such  be  the  fact,  I  am  uninformed  of  it.  That 
a  negotiation  may  be  pending  may  be  true — that 
an  armistice  exists  between  the  two  contending 
armies  may  be  true.  But  if  that  be  true,  it  exists 
only  on  a  rumor,  wliich,  as  I  have  said,  is  so  well 


accredited  as  to  render  it  in  bad  taste  to  speak  of 
one  who  v;as  an  enemy  in  the  terms  in  which  I 
should  have  been  disposed  to  do  on  a  former  occa- 
sion. I  have  said,  that,  so  far  as  I  am  informed, 
there  is  as  yet  no  peace  with  Mexico.  Now,  if 
such  be  the  fact,  where  is  the  policy,  where  is  the 
wisdom  of  refusing  to  pass  this  bill  ?  If  negotia- 
tions, with  a  view  to  peace,  are  pending,  have  we 
not  had  such  experience  of  the  character  of  that 
foe  with  whom  we  were  once,  and  may  be  again, 
engaged  in  warfare  as  teaches  us  the  necessity  of 
all  proper  precaution  now  ?  Do  we  not  know  that 
if  Mexico  be  brought  to  listen  to  the  terms  of  peace, 
it  will  be  because  she  has  been  prostrated  and  ren- 
dered powerless  by  the  force  of  our  arms  ?  Do  we 
not  know  that  up  to  a  very  late  period,  with  a  per- 
fect consciousness  that  it  must  be  madness  to  resist 
longer,  the  spirit  of  every  party  in  Mexico  was 
averse  to  a  peace.'  A  spirit  of  infatuation  seemed 
to  pervade  them  to  the  last  moment,  when  they 
were  forced  to  submit  to  the  stern  lesson  of  infe- 
riority. Now,  who  can  doubt — I  submit  to  Sena- 
tors around  me  and  to  the  country — who  can  doubt 
that  if  Mexico  should  acquire  fresh  confidence  from 
any  occurrences  here,  nothing  would  be  so  likely 
to  be  seized  upon  by  her  as  a  determination  on  the 
part  of  this  Senate  to  stop  where  we  were,  and  re- 
frain from  making  any  further  provision  to  carry 
on  a  war  ?  We  have  learned  that  Mexico  is  a  wily 
and  a  faithless  foe.  What  was  her  conduct  with 
regard  to  the  mission  that  was  sent  to  her,  on  her 
own  invitation,  before  the  war  began,  and  which 
was  promptly  acceded  to  with  the  view  of  prevent- 
ing hostilities .'  She  invited  a  minister,  and  prom- 
ised to  receive  him.  He  was  sent — sent  speedily — 
in  order  to  evince  the  earnest  desire  on  the  part 
of  this  Governtnent  to  prevent  a  war.  The  dis- 
courteous reception  with  which  that  minister  was 
met  is  known.  The  Mexican  Government  denied 
that  his  mission  was  even  anticipated  !  Procrasti- 
nating, delaying  Mexico  sought  refuge  in  every 
possible  expedient,  and  attributed  our  indulgence 
to  pusillanimity  and  weakness.  The  minister  was 
instructed  to  remain  and  to  preserve  the  eqtlanim- 
ity  of  his  temper  in  all  his  intercourse  with  Mexi- 
co, to  avoid  a  collision,  and,  if  possible,  to  adjust, 
by  negotiation,  the  difficulties  pending  between  the 
two  countries.  But  our  minister  was  compelled 
to  return  from  his  bootless  mission.  Again,  how 
was  it  after  the  war  had  commenced,  and  when 
our  armies  were  thundering  at  the  gates  of  Mexi- 
co.' A  faithless  armistice  was  proposed.  Mexico 
sought  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  with  a  view  to 
negotiation.  It  is  now  known  to  history,  that  in 
violation  of  the  stipulations  of  that  armistice  every 
hour  was  employed  in  strengthening  their  defences 
with  a  view  to  carry  on  the  war  !  Such  is  the  char- 
acter of  this  foe.  Now,  whether  there  be  or  be 
not  a  peace  resulting  from  the  negotiation  now 
spoken  of  as  pending  is  a  tale  yet  untold  of  time; 
and  he  is  a  bold  man  who,  knowing  what  is  now 
known,  will  venture  to  form  a  deliberate  judgment 
that  peace  will  follow.  My  own  decided  impres- 
sion, then,  is,  that  every  consideration  of  prudence 
and  wise  policy  demand  that  this  bill  should  pass, 
and  pass  immediately.  I  had  made  up  my  mind 
not  to  enter  into  the  subject-matter  of  the  former 
debate.  It  would  be  unsuited  to  the  occasion  to  do 
so.  •  1  hope  that  the  time  has  gone  by  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  that  question,  but  the  time  has  not  gone 
by  for  those  military  measures  which  should  be 
prosecuted  promptly,  in  ord-er  to  evince  such  a  de- 
termination on  our  part  as  will  compel  the  Mexi- 
can Government  to  declare  an  honest  and  bona  fide 
cessation  of  hostilities.  I  have  risen  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  expressing  that  opinion.  I  trust 
that  there  will  not  be  any  debate  further  than  that 
indicated  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina;  but 
should  there  be  any  new  debate,  I  may  enter  into 
it  when  it  arises. 

Mr.  BADGER  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  hope  that  the  Senate  will  not 
agree  to  that  motion.  It  appears  to  me  that  tliere 
is  business  of  vastly  more  importance  to  be  acied 
on  in  open  session. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  on  the  ques- 
tion, and  being  seconded,  were  taken,  with  the 
following  result: 

YKAS-Mcssrs.  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Berrien.  BuUer, 
Calhoun  Claike  Cla\ton,  Corwin,  Crittenden,  Davis  of 
M,Sul;'tts,  cVcnme,  llale,  Joli.isou  of  Louisiana,  Man- 

'^7AVs:!^fe";l^Uon;Ashi;;^^.l«vton^agby,B.n^ 
Bradbui-v,  Breese,  Bright,  Cameron,  Cas.,  Davis  of  Mustt- 
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sii»pi,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Douglas,  Downs,  Felcli,  Foote,  Hun- 
ter; Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Mason,  Moor,  N  lies,  Turney, 
Westcolt,  and  Vulee— OG. 
The  motion  was  therefore  not  agreed  to. 
Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiai>a,  rose  and  re- 
marked, tliat  not  beiii;^  [u-esent  when  the  questioii 
was  put,  he  had  voted  under  a  misappreliension; 
lie  did  not  know  that  the  vote  was  taken  on  tlie 
proposition  of  the  Senator  from  South  CaroHna, 
[Mr.  Buti.er]  or  he  would  liave  voted  for  it;  that 
from  what  liad  recently  occurred,  he  could  not 
now  believe  that  the  additional  re;^iments  contem- 
plated by  the  bill  under  consideration,  would  be 
required  at  nil;  under  existing  circumstances,  there- 
fore, he  pri  fcrred  that  provision  for  an  increase  of 
the  United  States  army  should  be  made  in  the 
manner  proposed  by  th.e  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, by  filling  up  the  old  regiments.  He  would 
not,  however,  in  consequence  of  the  large  majority 
against  the  ])roposition,  move  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vole. 

Mr.  MANGUM.     I  move  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  this  bill  till  this  day  fortnight. 
It  is  true,  I  have  very  little  hope  that  this  motion 
will  ])revail;  and  yet  I  cannot  well  suppress  the 
expression  of  my  great  surprise — I  might  almost 
eay  my  aslonishmeni-^that  this  bill  is  pressed  at 
this  time,  in  the  spirit  wliioh  has  been  manifested 
in  the  circumstances  by  which  we  are  now  sur-  \ 
rounded.     It  is  jirobable  that  there  are  many  other 
gentlemen  who  desire  to  be  heard  on  this  subject,  [ 
and  yet  it  is  perfectly  well  known  that  the  phases 
of  public  business  have  undergone  a  very  great  \ 
change,   although    we   are    inhibited    by   circum-  I 
stances  from  explaining  the  how  or  wherefore.     It  | 
seems  to  me  that,  as  a  matter  of  taste,  not  to  speak  | 
of  policy,  it  cannot  but  be  regarded  as  most  extra-  | 
ordinary  to  press  this  bill  in  this  spirit  at  the  pres-  I 
eut  moment.     At  all  events,  allow  a  week  or  two 
weeks  to  elapse,  and  then  dispose  of  the  question.  | 
It  would  be  very  important,  it  seems  to  me,  that  j 
we  should  go  into  Executive  session  before  we  are  ! 
called  upon  to  take  the  vote  upon  the  question  now  j 
before  us.     But  it  is  refused  to  go  into  Executive  i 
session — refused  by  an  overwhelming  majority  of 
this  body.     And  yet  gentlemen  are  to  be  tongue- 
tied;  they  are  to  be  prohibited  from  making  any 
reference  to  matter.^  which  are  of  essential  import-  I 
ance  in  the  consideration  of  this  very  question. 
We  are  called  on  to  occupy  the  same  ground  as 
was  presented  six  weeks  ago,  although  it  is  known  | 
that  the  ground  is  changed.     We  are  to  be  put 
absolutely  in  duress  by  the  manner  in  which  this 
question  is  now  brought  forward.     It  is  of  great 
and  obvious  importance  that  we  should  be  enabled 
to  refer  to  things  as  they  are.     It  certainly  strikes 
mc  as  the  most  extraordinary  proceeding  I  have 
ever  witne.ssed,  when  we  are  called  upon  to  act  on 
this  subject  as  if  we  stood  precisely  on  the  same 
ground  that  we  did  six  weeks  ago.     Not  a  battle 
has  been  fought  since  lust  fall.     Our  troops  repose 
in  Mexico  perfectly  at  their  ease.     We  have  forty 
thousand  men  there,  and  there  is  not  a  thousand 
armed  men  in  the  whole  Republic  of  Mexico  to 
oppose  them.     There  is  not  even  the  rumor  of  an 
assault;  and  yet  in  that  state  of  things,  and  when 
you  can  fill  up  the  regiments  now  oiijanized  to 
sixty  thousand  men,  we  are  called  upon  and  pressed 
to  send  ten  thousand  additional  troops  to  JVIe.xico! 
Why,  sir,  is  it  not  apparent,  that  that  augmenta- 
tion of  your  military  force  can  have  no  reference 
to  the  Mexican  war,  whatever  bearing  it  may  have 
upon   Executive   patronage.^     I   impute  none   but 
patriotic  motives  to  the  honorable  chairman  of  the 
Military  Committee;  but  so  far  as  regards  the  ac- 
celeration of  peace,  or  the  termination  of  the  war — 
80  far  as  regards  any  purpose  for  which  those  ten 
regiments  might  be  required  in  Mexico,  I  think  if 
we  were  permitted  to  go  into  this  subject,  and  as 
we  all  know  it  now  to  exist,  it  would  be  utterly 
imp08sil)lc  to  discover  even  the  shadow  of  pro- 
priety for  such  a  procedure  at  this  time,  in  all  the 
circumstances  of^the  case.     At  all  events,  if  this 
question  is  to  be  pressed  ngain.st  my  conviction.s 
of  pr()|)riety — against  my  conviction,  al.so,  that  it 
would  be  in  violation  of  the  pretty  well  established 
usage  of  this  body,  it  will  change  essentially  my 
views  and  conduct  upon  another  question  that  will 
come  before  us.     I  liope,  judging  from  what  I  have 
seen  heretofore,  that  these  coiiMiclcralion.s  will  work 
out  such  a  conviction  upon  the  minds  oi"  at  least  a 
sufficient  number,  that  we  may  be  allowed  to  speak 
fully  of  all  we  know,  and  all  that  is  pertinent  to  the 
matter  now  under  consideration,  and  is  submitted 


to  us  for  discussion  in  open  session.  I  cannot  be- 
lieve that  if  this  appeal  were  put  properly  before 
the  President  and  heads  of  departments,  embracing 
the  consideration  of  another  question  which  must 
be  acted  on  in  another  capacit}'',  and  which  must 
bring  upon  them  embarrassment  in  its  full  weight, 
that  all  warlike  operations  and  movements  would 
be  suspended  for  t.he  present.  But  the  truth  is, 
that  when  parties  become  harnessed,  to  use  a  cant 
phrase,  they  generally  "  go  it  blind."  I  appeal  to 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Militaay  AfR\irs 
to  let  us  have  an  opportunity  of  speaking  to  this 
subject  in  open  day,  and  with  all  the  light  which 
can  be  brought  to  bear  upon  it.  I  appeal  to  the 
magnanimity — to  the  sense  of  justice  of  Senators 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Chamber — and  I  hope  that 
there  is  no  necessity  of  making  any  appeal  to  a 
single  Senator  on  this  side — to  free  those  who  wish 
to  speak  on  this  subject  from  the  duress  and  the 
chains  in  which  they  are  now  placed.  I  cannot 
believe  that  if  the  matter  were  properly  considered, 
there  would  be  a  persistence  in  this  course  at  this 
time.  The  going  into  Executive  session  is  refused 
by  a  very  large  majority 

Mr.  BENTON.  Will  the  Senator  hear  one 
word.''  I  voted  against  going  into  Executive  ses- 
sion, because  a  bill  of  the  highest  importance  is 
pending,  which  we  wish  to' take  up. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  If  the  bill  to  which  the  hon- 
orable Senator  alluded  be  called  up,  and  it  is,  as  I 
hear,  of  importance,  I  shall  certainly  be  in  favor  of 
proceeding  with  it. 

Mr.  CALHOUN,  (in  his  seat.)  Move  to  lay 
this  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  will  vary  my- motion,  but 
may  have  occasion  again  to  renew  it.  I  move  that 
the  bill  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  CASS.  The  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
has  expressecl  a  good  deal  of  surprise 

Mr.  HALE,   "is  this  motion  debatable.' 

Mr.  Cass.  Will  the  Senator  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion for  a  moment? 

Mr.  MANGUM.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CASS.  The  Senator  has  expressed  sur- 
prise that  this  bill  which  has  been  under  consider- 
ation for  a  period  of  three  months,  should  be  press- 
ed to  a  vote.  I  confess  that  I  cannot  understand 
the  grounds  of  the  gentleman's  surprise.  The  bill 
has  been  discussed  to  the  fullest  extent  on  both 
sides  of  the  Chamber  during  the  last  three  months, 
yet  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  talks  of 
haste. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  It  has  been  in  dry-dock  for 
three  weeks;  and  the  Senator  will  recollect  that  the 
signs  of  the  times  have  changed. 

Mr.  CASS.  It  has  been  in  the  dry-dock  for 
three  weeks!  Well,  it  is  now  time  that  it  was 
afloat  upon  the  ocean.  But  I  have  not  the  slight- 
est conception  of  what  it  is  to  which  the  gentleman 
alludes  when  he  speaks  of  gagging.  He  seems  to 
suppose  that  we  must  go  into  Executive  session 
before  we  proceed  to  act  upon  this  bill.  Well,  I 
can  only  conjecture  the  bearing  which  an  Execu- 
tive session  can  have  upon  this  subject.  It  is  sup- 
posed out  of  doors  that  we  have  ratified  a  certain 
instrument — that  the  two  great  parties  of  the  Sen- 
ate have  been  divided — that  we  stood  pro  and  con — 
and  that  we  want  to  explain  ourselves  eventually, 
but  what  that  has  to  do  with  this  bill  passes  my 
comprehension.  It  is  simply  a  question  whether 
we  shall  raise  this  additional  force  for  two  pur- 
poses: first,  to  be  ready  for  the  immediate  prose- 
cution of  hostilities  in  the  event  of  the  rejection  of 
the  treaty  by  Mexico — quite  a  possible  result  from 
the  unstable  nature  of  her  government,  and  the  irri- 
tated feelings  of  her  people;  and  perhaps  I  might 
say,  that  it  is  a  probable  result,  at  all  events  every- 
thing admonishes  us  of  the  necessity  of  being  pre- 
pared; and  second,  that  we  may  ."^end  out  with  our 
minister  the  vote  of  preparation — the  intelligence 
that,  in  the  event  of  a  refusal  of  the  treaty,  we  are 
ready  to  prosecute  the  war  with  the  utmost  vigor. 
Our  own  eagle  presents  the  illustration  of  our  pol- 
icy— the  olive  branch  and  the  arrows — the  one  to 
be  used  if  we  may,  the  other  if  we  must.  I  trust 
that  this  bill  will  be  passed  by  the  unanimous  vote 
of  both  Houses.  If  it  should  be  thus  passed  im- 
mediately, I  have  no  more  doubt  than  I  nave  of  my 
own  existence,  that  we  should  have  peace.  With- 
out the  passage  of  this  bill,  I  do  not  undertake  to 
say  how  long  peace  may  be  deferred.  But  I  re- 
peat, .suppose  the  supposition  is  correct,  and  that 
you  go  on  to  ratify  this  |>apcr,  I  might  rather  say 
as  the  public  says,  to  negotiate 


Mr.  MANGUM.  I  hold  that  that  suppositior* 
is  entirely  out  of  order.  It  is  not  to  be  entertained 
in  open  session  ihat  anything  at  all  has  been  done 
in  secret  session.     I  make  a  question  of  order. 

Mr.  CASS.  1  have  only  to  say  then,  that  if  we 
have  not  a  right  to  suppose  anything  here,  I  do  not 
know  what  right  appertains  to  a  Senator. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  might  suppose  a  thousand 
things  might  have  happened  in  a  correspondence, 
and  the  supposition  might  conform  exactly  to  the 
fact,  and  if  tloat  be  in  order,  I  see  no  sort  of  objec- 
tion to  opening  this  discussion  without  any  further 
action.     But  if  I  Imppened  to  be  mistaken 

Mr.  CASS.  The  Senator  hims«lf  introduced  the 
whole  thing  distinctly  and  openly,  so  that  no  one 
could  misunderstand  him.  Unless  we  affect  to 
have  a  spirit  of  mysticism,  unbecoming  us  and  the 
occasion,  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  avoid  allusions 
to  what  is  known  to  all. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  renew  my  motion.  It  is 
with  no  purpose  of  embarrassment  that  I  make 
this  motion. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  shouM  like  to  know  the  object 
of  laying  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  That  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri [Mr.  Benton]  may  caUup  the  appropriation 
bill. 

Mr.  CASS.  The  Senator  from  Missouri'  ha» 
not,  as  1  understand,  intimated  such  a  design. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Proceed  with 
the  call. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded;  and,  being 
seconded,  were  taken  with  the  following  result: 

YEAS — Me^isrs.  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Berrien,  Calhoun, 
Clarke,  Clayton,  Corwin,  Crittenden,  I>avis  of  Massachu- 
setts, Dayton,  Greene,  Hale,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Man- 
gum,  Phelips,  Underwood,  and  Webster — 18. 
'  NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Bagby, 
Benton,  Bradbury,  Breese,  Butler,  Cameron,  Cass,  Davis  oi' 
Mississippi,  Dickinson, Dix,  Douglas,  Downs, Felch,  Foote, 
Hannepan,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Mason, 
Moor,  Niles,  Tumey,  WestcoU,  and  Yulee— 28. 

The  question  again  recurring  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill — 

Mr.  BALDWIN  addressed  the  Senate  at  length 
against  the  bill.  He  expressed  his  regret  that  the 
question  should  be  pressed  now,  and  particularly 
so  fbr  reasons  which  .were  known  to  the  Senate. 
He  could  see  no  necessity  for  this  augmentation 
of  our  force  in  Mexico,  and  scarcely  a  plausible 
reason  for  this  great  increase  of  the  patronage  of 
the  Executive.  The  war  in  Mexico  was  ended. 
There  were  no  more  battles  to  be  fought,  no  more 
victories  to  be  won.  Our  sister  Republic,  in  whose 
early  career  our  warmest  sympathies  had  been  en- 
listed, now  li'es  prostrate,  crushed  to  the  earth,  her 
Government  driven  from  jilace  to  place,  in  search 
of  a  resting  spot;  her  seven  millions  of  population 
are  dissociated,  disorganized,  with  scarcely  the 
form  of  a  Government  existing,  and  all  her  admin- 
istration, general  and  local,  conducted  under  the  in- 
fluence of  martial  law.  Our  gallant  army  has  only 
paused  in  its  career  of  victory,  because  there  is  no 
longer  to  be  found  any  enemy  to  impede  its  prog- 
ress, and,  instead  of  being  employed  at  this  mo- 
ment in  war  and  battles  with  the  enemy,  is  occu- 
pied in  the  business  o-f  collecting  military  contri- 
butions, for  the  support  of  our  troops,  from  an 
impoverished  people.  What  army  is  there  now 
to  be  encountered  in  combat.'  There  is  no  neces- 
sity for  adding  a  regiment  to  our  army  in  Mexico. 
The  whole  country  is  looking  for  peace — hoping 
for  peace — for  anything  rather  than  the  augmenta- 
tion of  our  forces.  Mexico,  instead  of  new  troops 
being  sent  into  her  territory,  expects  the  with- 
drawal of  those  now  there.  No  one  out  of  this 
Capitol  calculates  on  such  a  movement.  The 
streets  and  avenues  of  our  city  are  filled  with  offi- 
cers  who  have  returned  from  the  seat  of  war,  be- 
ciiuse  there  is  no  longer  employment  for  them 
there;  while  those  who  remain  there,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  other  employment,  are  turning  their  hatred 
on  each  other.  To  what  purpose,  then,  is  this 
new  force  to  be  sent  to  Mexico .-'  Is  it  for  the  pur- 
])ose  of  compelling  them  to  make  new  cessions  of 
territory.'  If  so,  such  an  ol)ject  would  not  liave 
his  approbation.  He  wanted  no  additional  terri- 
tory— the  country  wanted  none.  All  that  the 
country  required  was  peace,  and  indemnity  to  those 
of  our  citizens  who  have  suffered  wrongs  from 
Mexico.  Both  of  these,  he  believed,  Mexico  was 
entirely  disposed  to  give.  If  wo  have  been  in- 
jured in  our  honor,  we  have  taken  ample  redress, 
a  full  measure  of  vengeance.  Our  Government 
has  always  prided  itself  in  never  demanding  what 
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is  not  right.,  and  ne^-^r  submilting  to  anything 
that  is  wrong.  On  what  principle,  then,  are  we 
about  to  send  out  an  army  to  drive  a  bargain  with 
Mexico?  He  thought  it  clearly  unjust  to  urge  on 
Mexico  to  surrender  any  portion  of  her  territory; 
yet,  from  the  message  of  the  President,  which  was 
explicit  on  this  point,  he  could  not  doubt  that  this 
was  one  of  thie  purposes  of  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  B.  went  on  to  inquire  into  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  war  with  Mexico.  He  maintained  that 
the  President  could  not  of  himself  place  the  coun- 
try in  a  state  of  war.  A  mere  collision  of  troops 
was  not  war,  unless  sanctioned  by  theGovernment. 
He  referred  to  the  instractions  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  General  Taylor,  that  he  should  not  confine 
himself  to  defensive  operations,  but  that  he  should 
act  aggressively.  It  was  proper  that  General  Tay- 
lor should  place  himself  in  a  strong  defensive 
position;  but  he  could  have  no  sufficient  authority 
for  acts  of  aggression.  He  referred  to  the  corre- 
spondence of  the  War  Department  to  sustain  him 
in  this  statement.  It  was  the  duly  of  the  Execu- 
tive to  instruct  General  Taylor  to  defend  himself; 
but  to  instruct  him  to  carry  on  aggressive  opera- 
•  tions  indicated  a  determination,  from  the  first,  to 
conquer  and  obtain  Mexico. 

He  adverted  to  the  claims  of  our  citizens  against 
Mexico,  and  to  the  steps  which  had  been  taken  by 
the  Governtvient  to  obtain  a  recognition  and  liqui- 
dation of  them.  He  read  extracts  from  the  public 
documents,  to  show  that  the  poverty  of  Mexico 
alone  prevented  her  from  discharging  her  obliga- 
tions under  the  treaty  which  she  had  entered  into 
■with  the  United  States  for  the  adjustment  of  these 
claims.  We  had  no  more  right  to  complain  of 
Mexico  for  her  non-payment  of  the  claims,  than 
Mexico  iiad  to  complain  of  us  for  an  interference 
with  Texas.  She  had  an  acknowledged  right  to 
endeavor  to  conquer  her  revolted  province,  and  to 
compel  her  to  contribute  her  portion  to  the  general 
indebtedness  of  Mexico;  and  we,  by  merging  Tex- 
as into  our  Union,  had  thwarted  her  in  this  object. 
When  we  took  Texas,  we  placed  ourselves  in  a 
position  which  rendered  it  liable  for  the  default  of 
Texas  in  relation  to  Mexico.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, it  was  incumbent  on  us  to  treat  with  Mex- 
ico in  a  liberal  spirit.  And  he  believed  it  was  origi- 
nally the  intention  of  our  Government  to  act  towards 
her  in  that  liberal  spirit.  Whether  it  was  in  that 
spirit  that  Mr.  Slidell  was  sent  was  another  ques- 
tion, and  a  question  on  which  he  was  not  now 
permitted  to  speak.  If  Mr.  Slidell's  mission  was  a 
mission  of  peace,  the  sending  of  General  Taylor 
to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  of  Captain  GiTlespie  to  Cal- 
ifornia, was  scarcely  consistent  with  it. 

Before  Texas  came  into  the  Union,  she  agreed  to 
pay  five  millions  of  the  debt  of  Mexico  for  her  in- 
dependence, and  we  have  deprived  Mexico  of  that 
amount  by  admitting  Texas  into  our  Union.  He 
believed  that  when  the  correspondence  between 
our  Government  and  Mr.  Shannon  should  be  pub- 
lished, it  would  show  that  we  were  disposed  to  set- 
tle our  claims  both  to  boundary  and  indemnity  on 
the  most  liberal  basis.  As  to  the  boundary  of 
Texas,  he  combated  the  idea  that  her  right  of  soil 
extended  to  the  Rio  Grande;  and  asked  if  the  in- 
habitants who  fled  before  General  Taylor  were 
Tcxans  or  Mexicans  ?  He  was  opposed  to  the 
cession  of  any  territory  which  Texas  had  not  a 
right  to  cede.  He  denied  the  right  of  Mexico  to 
cede  any  of  her  indejiendent  States  to  us;  and  ex- 
pressed astonishment  that  such  cession  should  have 
been  demanded  by  our  Government.  And  what 
could  be  our  object  in  asking  a  cession  of  terri- 
tory ?  Had  Congress  disclosed  any  great  public 
object  which  was  to  be  promoted  ?  He  maintained 
that,  unless  for  some  great  national  purpose  point- 
ed out  by  Congress,  we  had  no  right  to  ask  from  a 
foreign  nation  a  cession  of  territory.  We  have  no 
right  to  admit  foreign  territory  into  our  Union  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  forming  new  Slates.  Louisi- 
ana was  acquired  to  quiet  the  discontented  popu- 
lation of  the  West,  and  on  the  ground  of  a  strong 
and  inevitable  necessity.  The  purchase  was  made, 
and  received  the  sanction  of  Congress.  And  it 
was  the  same  with  Florida.  But  no  such  claim  of 
necessity  exists  to  justify  the  acquisition  of  Cali- 
fornia and  the  territory  to  the  Pacific,  which  is  only 
suitable  for  a  Mexican  or  an  Indian  population.  It 
can  avail  nothing  to  us  for  the  purposes  of  cultiva- 
tion or  settlement.  California  is  mostly  a  sterile 
desert,  for  the  possession  of  which  it  would  be  folly 
to  enter  into  a  war.  Mexico  l^is  evinced  a  strong 
reluctance  to  cede  New  Mexico,  alleging  that  the 


inhabitants  are  loyal,  and  ought  not  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  United  States.  And  is  it  to  overcome 
this  reluctance  that  these  new  troops  are  to  be  sent 
to  Mexico? 

He  was  opposed  to  the  sending  these  ten  regi- 
ments to  trample  down  Mexico  further  than  she 
had  been  trampled  on.  He  would  take  indemnity 
for  our  wronged  citizens,  but  he  thought  our  honor 
had  been  sufficiently  redressed.  He  had  no  desire 
to  annex  to  our  country  a  population  dissimilar  in 
all  its  aspects.  He  was  opposed  to  it,  further,  be- 
cause he  could  not  but  fear  the  effects  of  it  on  our 
southern  domestic  institutions.  We  may  properly 
shut  our  doors,  and  say  that  we  had  already  suffi- 
cient territory;  that  from  thirteen  we  have  increas- 
ed to  sixteen  States;  and  that  we  require  nothing 
further.  To  what  further  extent  will  the  cupidity 
of  our  people  carry  us?  Will  it  carry  us  to  wage 
war  in  Canada?  or  to  extend  our  territory  still 
further  south,  by  annexing  the  adjacent  territory? 
Have  we  counted  the  costs  of  this  process  of  ex- 
pansion ?  Have  we  calculated  all  the  expense  and 
inconvenience  of  subjugating  and  keeping:  in  sub- 
mission the  savage  and  warlike  tribes  with  which 
we  must  necessarily  be  brought  in  conflict  in  our 
career,  and  the  further  perils  in  which  we  may  be- 
come involved?  How  could  our  Supreme  Court, 
already  burdened  beyond  its  power  of  relieving 
itself,  by  the  business  of  our  present  population,' 
carry  out  the  administjation  of  justice  through  all 
the  new  countries  which  we  may  bring  into  our 
Union  ? 

In  every  view  he  could  take  of  the  subject,  he 
could  not  bring  himself  to  the  conclusion,  that  it 
was  either  necessary  or  proper  to  send  out  these 
ten  regiments  to  reinforce  our  army  in  Mexico. 
He  reminded  the  Senate  that  the  force  of  our  pres- 
ent army,  after  the  regiments  were  filled  up,  would 
be  sufficient  for  all  contingencies  likely  to  occur. 

Mr.  ALLEN  then  said:  In  looking  over  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Senate,  I  find  that  this  bill  was  taken 
up  on  the  30th  of  December;  that  the  discussion  on 
it  was  opened  on  the  3d  of  January — more  than  two 
months  since;  the  Senate,  in  the  meantime,  having 
been  occupied  in  its  consideration,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  last  two  weeks,  which  have  been  spent 
in  Executive  session.  Now,  sir,  it  does  seem  to 
me,  that  there  ought  not  only  to  be  an  end,  but  a 
speedy  end,  put  to  this  subject.  I  believe,  that 
when  the  discussion  was  suspended  on  account  of 
the  other  matter,  of  which  I  am  not  at  liberty  to 
speak,  almost  every  gentleman  of  this  body  who 
intended  to  speak  at  all  upon  the  bill,  had  spoken 
fully.  I  believe  that  the  best  thing  which  can  be 
done  to  accomplish  the  end  which  all  profess  to 
desire — the  final  and  diplomatic  termination  of  this 
war — would  be,  to  vote  for  a  conditional  augment- 
ation of  the  military  force  of  the  country;  and  that 
vole  tp  accompany  the  minister  who  will  bear  the 
despatches  to  Mexico.  That  is  my  opinion.  I  am 
of  opinion,  that,  if  this  vote  be  not  taken,  and  if 
what  may  transpire  here  shall  be  permitted  to  trans- 
pire with  the  presumptive  evidence  that  the  country 
is  disarmed,  and  is  disarming,  nothing  beneficial 
will  be  the  result.  That  is  my  deliberate  opinion. 
I  think  that  a  vote  now — to-day — or,  at  least,  to- 
morrow, upon  this  bill,  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
the  welfare  of  our  interests  in  Mexico;  and,  enter- 
taining this  opinion,  and  in  consideration  of  the 
time  already  consumed  in  this  discussion,  looking 
also  to  the  advanced  period  of  the  session,  and  the 
increasing  desire  on  the  part  of  all  Senators  that 
the  session  should  not  be  protracted  throughout 
the  whole  year,  I  do  hope  that  to-morrow,  at  the 
very  farthest  period,  the  vote  of  the  Senate  will  be 
taken  on  this  bill. 

It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  gentlemen  have  not  had 
an  opportunity  of  being  heard  on  this  bill.  There 
has  been  sufficient  opportunity  for  all  to  be  heard. 
It  is  in  vain  to  say,  that  any  recently  occurring 
events  change  the  reasons  upon  which  the  Presi- 
dent recommends  this  bill.  Although  1  am  not 
one  who,  for  the  sake  of  patronage,  desires  this 
augmentation,  yet  I  would  much  rather  that  the 
augmented  patronage  which  this  bill  will  give  the 
Executive  should  be  created,  than  that  the  public 
interests  of  the  country  should  be  put  in  peril,  and 
be,  perhaps,  permanently  endangered,  as  I  believe 
they  will  be,  by  the  further  procrastination  of  the 
action  of  the  Senate.  I  believe  that  we  should 
treat,  armed,  and  not  disarmed — that  we  should 
treat  with  manifest  readiness  to  meet  any  emer- 
gency which  failure  of  negotiation  might  bring 
about,  and  not  treat  with  a  declaration  in  advance, 


that  if  Mexico  refusa  to  malce  peace  we  cannot 
prosecute  the  war  any  further.  I  believe  that  some 
evil  has  already  been  done,  and  on  another  occa- 
sion I  intimated  the  same  opinion  to  the  Senate, 
in  consequence  of  relaxing  the  muscles  of  the  coun- 
try in  this  struggle.  I  do  not  want  to  see  agreatel- 
degree  of  lassitude  in  this  contest,  until  we  know 
that  this  war  is  not  only  concluded,  but  concluded 
by  a  treaty  of  peace.  I  do  not  wish  to  have  a  ces- 
sation of  war  without  a  treaty  of  peace,  because 
that  would  be  to  protract  the  struggle  indefinite- 
ly, and  without  any  great  and  fixed  object  on  the 
part  of  the  Government.  According  to  the  views 
which  I  expressed  on  another  occasion,  peace 
might  have,  as  I  thought,  been  obtained  more 
speedily  under  other  circumstances,  and  other  au- 
spices; but  in  no  circumstances  does  the  history 
of  the  experience  of  other  nations  or  common 
reason  lead  us  to  any  other  conclusion  than  that 
warring  nations  should  make  peace  before  they 
disarm.  If  there  be  an  armistice,  it  is  an  ar- 
mistice that  acts  upon  us  alone,  and  not  upon 
Mexico,  because  she  is  disarmed.  We  are  the 
armed  parly;  and  every  hour  that  this  war  remains 
unclosed  by  a  treaty  is  an  hour  of  detriment  to  the 
interests  of  this  nation.  Gentlemen  may  exclaim, 
What!  do  ypu  mean  to  scare  Mexico  by  arming 
anew!  Why,  we  mean  to  impress  Mexico  em- 
phatically with  this  important  truth,  that  if  she 
does  not  choose  to  make  peace,  she  has  no  other 
alternative  but  war — that  we  are  not  going  to  sound 
a  retreat  when  it  is  ascertained  that  she  is  not  pre- 
pared to  sign  a  peace.  This  is  the  sentiment  with 
which  she  should  be  impressed.  She  should  be 
distinctly  advised  that  what  has  been  done,  has 
not  resulted  from  our  weakness,  but  from  our  sense 
of  justice  and  our  sense  of  moderation.  There- 
fore, we  should  manifest  no  weakness,  but  stand 
armed  till  she  signs;  and  if  she  do  not  sign,  man- 
ifest to  her  the  fact  that  we  are  armed.  That, 
sir,  is  my  opinion,  as  one  who  believes  that  in  the 
present  state  of  affairs  peace  is  desirable.  What 
I  might  have  said  six  weeks  ago  is  one  thing,  and 
what  I  say  in  the  present  state  of  our  relations  with 
Mexico  is  another  thing.  I  say,  that  in  the  present 
stale  of  these  relations,  peace  is  desirable;  but  I 
say,  also,  that  in  order  to  attain  greater  certainty 
of  peace,  we  should  not  disarm  before  the  peace 
is  signed,  but  stand  prepared  with  all  the  readiness 
of  battle.  Now,  this  bill,  if  it  pass,  will  do  no 
more  than  sanction  the  President  in  making  a  con- 
tingent augmentation  of  the  army  as  a  precaution- 
ary measure.  That  is  all.  If  peace  come,  the 
troops  will  not  go;  if  peace  do  not  come,  the  troops 
ought  to  go.  It  is  a  plain  proposition.  "  If  there  be 
a  peace,  the  soldiers  will  not  march;  if  therebe  no 
peace,  the  soldiers  should  march.  We  can  there- 
fore inflict  no  injury  on  the  interests  of  the  coun- 
try by  the  passage  of  this  bill;  and  I  desire,  having 
of  course  no  right  to  speak  in  behalf  of  others,  that 
we  will  not  let  to-morrow  pass  without  the  final 
action  of  the  Senate  upon  this  bill.  In  the  mean- 
time, there  can  be  several  speeches  made.  If  neces- 
sary we  can  sit  here  all  night.  But  let  it  be  under- 
stood and  firmly  resolved,  that  the  vote  will  be 
taken  before  we  adjourn  to-morrow.  I  shall  be 
glad  if  this  suggestion  meet  the  general  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FOOTE  then  made  some  remarks  in  reply 
to  that  portion  of  the  argument  of  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut,  which  was  directed  against  the 
acquisition  of  additional  territory,  on  the  ground 
that  thereby  the  influence  of  the  old  States  would 
be  weakened. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  If  no  gentleman  desires  to 
speak  on  this  bill,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  an  op- 
portunity of  stating  my  views  on  it  to-morrow. 
The  reasons  which  compel  me  to  vote  against  the 
bill  have  been  mistaken.  I  intended,  even  if  the 
treaty 

Mr.  MANGUM.  Will  the  Senator  yield  the 
floor  for  a  moment.  I  see  that  the  usual  hour  of 
adjournment  has  arrived. 

Mr.  CALFIOUN.  I  have  only  one  word  to  say. 
I  had  intended  to  vote  against  this  bill  in  any  event; 
and  I  must  say,  that  an  occurrence  which  has  re- 
cently taken  place,  rather  strengthens  my  intention 
to  vote  against  it.  I  have  had  no  opportunity, 
however,  of  expressing  myself  on  the  subject,  and 
have  occupied  very  little  of  the  time  of  the  Senate; 
and  if  it  should  please  the  Senate  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  till  to-morrow,  I  would 
regard  it  as  an  accommodation. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  then  adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  JMarck  16,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vole  by  which  the  resolution  reported  by  Mr. 
Thompson,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  directing  the  printing  of  ten  thousand 
extra  copies  of  the  abstract  of  contracts,  commu- 
nicated from  the  War  Department  in  January  last, 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  COBB  said  he  had  a  very  few  words  to  offer 
by  way  of  giving  his  reasons  for  moving  tiie  recon- 
sideration. He  entertained  little  doubt  that  very 
few  members  of  tliis  House  knew  what  was  the 
character  of  the  document. 

Mr.  CROZIER  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  and, 
stating  tliat  the  previous  question  had  been  moved 
upon  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  inquired  of  the 
Speaker  if  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  debatable.' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was — the  previ- 
ous question  having  exhausted  itself. 

Mr.  CR.0ZIE11  remarked,  that  if  in  order,  he 
had  no  ol^jection  to  the  matter  being  further  deba- 
ted. On  the  contrary,  he  was  very  glad  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  liad  again  brought  it  up. 

Mr.  COBB  (resuming)  said  the  members  of  the 
House  were  not  aware  of  the  nature  of  the  docu- 
ment of  which  they  had  ordered  this  extra  ))um- 
ber  of  copies  to  be  printed.  He  was  not  himself 
informed  of  its  full  character  when  this  resolution 
was  adopted  yesterday.  Immediately  upon  its 
adoption,  he  hunted  for  the  document  in  order  to 
examine  it,  and  he  found  it  had  not  been  printed, 
and  therefore  was  not  in  possession  of  the  House, 
though  it  had  probably  been  examined  by  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  it  was  referred.  He  had,  however, 
obtained  a  copy  of  the  document,  of  similar  char- 
acter, of  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and,  upon 
examination  of  the  manuscri)n  in  the  hands  of  the 
printers,  had  ascertained  that  the  document  of  this 
session  coiTesponded  with  that  of  the  last  session 
of  Congress.  In  moving  to  reconsider  this  reso- 
lution, he  wished  it  distinctly  to  be  understood 
by  the  House  that  he  did  not  object  to  the  printing 
of  the  document.  The  printing  had  been  ordered 
some  time  ago,  and  it  was  nov/  in  the  hands  of 
the  printers.  It  ought  to  be  printed  and  put  in  the 
possession  of  the  House  and  of  the  committee, 
in  order  that  they  might  have  the  information  it- 
contained.  To  that  he  had  no  objection  what- 
ever. His  objection  was  to  the  printing  of  an  extra 
number,  for  the  reason  that  it  was,  as  it  purported 
to  be,  a  mere  abstract  of  the  contracts  made  by  the 
officers  of  the  army.  It  did  not  communicate  to 
the  country  that  information  which  it  was,  per- 
liaps,  the  object  of  gentlemen  to  throw  before  the 
people;  but  it  was  a  mere  general  account,  calcu- 
lated to  do  gross  injustice  to  the  character  of  those 
olficers  who  had  made  the  contracts,  without  afford- 
ing the  opportunity,  on  their  part,  to  give  to  the 
country  any  explanation  whatever.  The  printing 
of  this  extra  number  (whether  it  was  so  intended 
or  not)  was  calculated  to  have  the  effect  of  inducing 
the  opinion,  on  the  part  of  the  country,  that  Con- 
gress looked  upon  these  contracts  with  suspicion, 
and  regarded  them  as  frauds,  and  tliereby  the  char- 
acter of  those  individuals  whose  names  were  con- 
nected with  them  would,  witliout  discrimination, 
be  called  to  suffer,  and  no  opportunity  whatever 
be  {riven  them  for  explanation. 

He  would  refer  (o  some  of  the  items  contained 
in  this  document  of  tiie  last  session  of  Congress, 
for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  its  character,  and  the 
ground  of  the  objection  which  he  now  took  to 
printing  an  extra  number.  He  read  an  item  for 
the  transportation  of  troops,  $1,800.  Now,  this 
was  all  that  was  said  in  reference  to  this  contract. 
Whether  it  was  a  just  and  proper  one,  whether 
the  officer  who  made  it  acted  fairly  and  justly  to 
the  Government,  there  was  no  evidence  whatever 
contained  in  the  ilocument  which  they  sent  out. 
But  they  proposed  to  jirint  a  large  number  of  ex- 
tra copies  and  send  them  out  to  the  country  with 
the  genera!  charge  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  yesterday,  that  gross  frauds  had  been 
perpetrated  in  making  these  contracts,  and  all  the 
individuals  whose  names  were  connected  with  the 
contracts  were  involved  in  this  imputation  of  fraud. 
There  was  no  specification  whatever  which  of 
these  contracts  were  fraudulently  made  or  wherein 
the  frauds  consisted.  In  looking  over  tiie  list  they 
found  many  expenditures  whicli.on  the  first  blush, 
would  be  considered  highly  improper,  sucii  as  the 


prices  paid  for  steamboats,  for  horses  and  mules, 
perhaps,  and  for  various  other  things.  But  if  the 
circumstances  were  also  shown  under  which  the 
contracts  were  made,  it  would  be  seen  that  they 
were  fully  justified.  In  sending  out  this  mere  ab- 
stract, however,  no  such  vindication  went  outrwith 
it,  and  all  who  had  made  these  contracts,  whether 
justly  and  fairly  or  unjustly  and  unfairly,  suffered^ 
equally  in  the  imputation. 

Another  idea,  connected  with  the  publication  of 
these  abstracts,  ought  to  be  considered  by  the 
House,  upon  the  principle  of  justice  to  all  those 
who  would  be  affected  by  the  publication  of  this 
document  in  this  manner.  It  would  be  recollected, 
in  reference  to  the  Florida  war,  the  war  of  1812,  and 
every  war  in  which  this  or  any  other  Government 
had  been  involved,  that  officers.connected  with  the 
army  had  made  contracts  of  a  grossly  improper 
character,  which  had  been  seized  upon,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  attaching  blame  and  odium  to  the  offi- 
cers who  had  made  the  contracts,  and  who  ought 
to  be  held  individually  responsible  for  their  im- 
proper acts,  but  as  the  ground  of  attack  upon  the 
Administration  and  the  head  of  the  department,  by 
holding  them  responsible  for  the  charges  thus  made 
against  certain  of  their  subordinate  officers  which 
they  were  allowed  no  opportunity  to  explain.  This 
was  peculiarly  the  case  in  reference  to  the  Florida 
war.  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration  was  charged 
with  fraud  and  corruption  on  the  ground  that  con- 
tracts of  a  very  improper  character  had  been  made 
during  the  prosecution  of  that  war.  Now,  he  pro- 
tested against  this  system  of  holding  llie  head  of 
the  War  Depai-tment  and  the  Administration  re- 
sponsible for  the  conduct  of  individuals  who  acted 
upon  their  own  responsibility  as  officers  of  this 
Government,  and  more  particularly  so  upon  a  doc- 
ument sent  out  which  did  not  afford  evidence  of 
the  circumstances  Under  which  they  acted. 

He  therefore  proposed,  instead  of  the  printing 
of  these  extra  documents,  as  the  proper  course, 
and  the  one  justified  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
case — as  that  course  called  for  by  a  sense  of  jus- 
tice to  these  officers  of  the  Government,  as  well  as 
to  the  heads  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments, 
and  all  others  interested — that  the  document,  as 
originally  proposed,  and  as  had  been  the  invariable 
custom,  should  be  printed;  that  the  information 
which  it  contained  should  be  laid  before  Congress, 
and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Expenditures  in  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments— to  the  former  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  belonged — who  would  have  it  in  their 
power  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  the  country  by 
looking  into  those  cases  where  frauds  had  been 
committed,  by  investigating  those  instances  where 
individuals  had  made  contracts  in  corruption  and 
fraud  upon  the  Government.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  alluded  to  one  case  which  came  either 
within  his  own  personal  knowledge  or  inforftia- 
tion.  Let  him  direct  his  attention  and  that  of  the 
committee  to  the  investigation  of  this  case;  let  him 
use  the  power  of  this  House  for  the  purpose  of 
gathering  evidence  on  which  these  charges  are 
made.  Fair  opportunity  should  be  allowed  to 
every  oflicer  to  explain  his  conduct  in  transactions 
on  which  charges  were  brought  against  him.  If, 
when  this  had  been  given,  it  appeared  that  any  of 
these  officers  had  acted  unjustifiably,  let  the  com- 
mittee proceed  a  step  further,  and  inquire  whether 
the  superior  officers  of  the  army  who  had  these 
matters  under  their  supervision  had  allowed  them 
to  pass  unrebuked,  uncensured:  let  them  come  up 
to  the  very  head  of  the  department  and  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  wherever  they  found  anything  im- 
proper or  unjust  connnitted — wherever  they  found 
frauds  sanctioned  in  any  degree — let  them  hold 
not  only  the  individuals  who  committed,  but  those 
who  overlooked  and  sanctioned  them,  responsible 
before  the  country.  He  submitted  to  his  friend 
from  Tennessee  whetiier  this  was  not  the  only 
course  which,  in  justice  to  all  interested,  could  be 
pursued. 

This  document,  containing  abstracts  of  contracts 
and  payments,  was  sent  in  according  to  law  by  the 
hca(l  of  the  department,  to  furnish  information  on 
which  the  House,  if  they  discovered  frauds,  could 
base  their  action,  and  not,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  seemed  to  suppose,  for  the  purpose  of 
going  out  before  the  country  as  the  basis  ol"im|)u- 
tations  of  fraud,  which  could  not  be  sustained  if 
the  whole  circumstances  Wore  given.  Justice  to 
the  individuals  immediately  concerned,  as  well  as 
to  the  heads  of  departments  und  .the  Executive, 


required   that  such   charges   should  be  based  on 
some  more  substantial  foundation. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  said  that  the 
opposition  of  his  (Mr.  Cobb's)  side  of  the  House 
to  this  printing  manifested  a  desire  on  their  part  to 
suppress  intbrmation.  Tliis  was  not  so.  They 
had  no'  desire  whatever  to  suppress  it.  It  had 
been  communicated  to  Congress  by  the  head  of 
the  War  Department;  it  had  been  ordered  to  be 
printed  and  placed  in  the  possession  of  every  mem- 
ber of  the  House  and  of  the  committee.  All  the 
objection  was  to  printing  an  extra  number,  to  be 
sent  throughout  the  country  as  a  charge,  as  was 
intimated  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  upon 
these  officers  and  upon  the  head  of  the  department. 
It  was  wholly  wrong,  involving  men  in  charges  of 
which  they  were  entirely  innocent. 

He  trusted,  therefore,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  would  consent  to  this  reconsideration, 
and  that  the  committees  of  this  House  would  in- 
vestigate the  matter,  and  wherever  they  found  that 
frauds  had  been  committed,  that  individuals  had 
used  the  power  of  their  offices  improperly,  unjustly 
to  the  Government,  he  would  go  with  the  gentle- 
man, and  so  he  thought  would  the  whole  House, 
in  ferreting  out  these  frauds,  and  holding  those  who 
had  committed  or  participated  in  them  justly  re- 
sponsible before  the  country.  Let  the  responsi- 
bility fall  upon  the  heads  of  those  who  were  cul- 
pable, and  not  involve  innocent  men  whose  names 
were  connected  with  these  contracts. 

Mr.  CROZIER  remarked,  that  as  he  had  before 
said,  yesterday  and  to-day,  he  was  not  opposed  to 
the  discussion  of  this  question,  if  the  gentleman 
desired — not  at  all.  He  was^giad  the  gentleman 
had  brought  it  up  this  morning.  It  gave  him  the 
opportunity  of  correcting  a  mistake  made  in  the 
Intelligencer,  in  the  report  of  his  remarks  yesterday, 
by  which  he  was  made  to  say  that,  for  the  trans- 
portation of  eight  hundred  horses  and  mules  from 
Ohio,  the  cost  to  the  Government  was  |J800,000. 
What  he  had  said  was,  that  the  cost  of  these 
horses  and  mules  was  about  §80,000,  and  the  ex- 
pense of  their  transportation  was  about  $30,000, 
being  §33  50  per  head;  that,  while  the  Government 
was  paying  this  high  price  for  horses  and  mules  in 
the  Stale  of  Ohio,  and  these  high  prices  for  their 
transportation  to  the  State  of  Texas,  General  Tay- 
lor was  at  the  very  time  hiring  a  mute  and  a  driver 
upon  the  Rio  Grande  for  fifty-five  cents  per  diem, 
and  mules  which  were  much  better  adapted  to  the 
service  for  which  he  wanted  them  than  those  which 
were  jjurchased,  being  already  broken;  and  that, 
under  the  contracts  entered  into  by  General  Tay- 
lor on  the  Rio  Grande,  it  cost  less  to  transport  his 
whole  army  from  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande  to 
Monterey  than  the  cost  of  these  eight  hundred 
mules  and  horses  in  Ohio,  and  their  transportation 
to  Texas. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi.  I  should 
like  to  know  why  horses  were  ever  purchased  in 
Ohio.? 

Mr.  CROZIER.  That  is  the  very  thing  I  want 
to  know,  too.  He  had  said  yesterday  that  it  was, 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  or  of  the  head  of 
the  department,  a  gross  error  of  judgment,  or  a 
neglis:ence  that  amounted  to  fraud,  not  to  inquire 
into  this  matter;  and  he  had  said  then,  that  if  any- 
body would  take  up  these  abstracts 

Mr.  FRIES,  interposing,  (and  Mr.  C.  yielding,) 
was  understood  to  advise  the  gentleman  that  it  was 
perhaps  not  best  to  make  tiie  charge  of  fraud  upon 
this  Ohio  contractor,  for  he  was  a  Whig,  and  be- 
longed to  the  ijentleman's  own  party. 

Mr.  CROZIER  (resuming)  said  if  frauds  had 
been  committed,  to  whatever  party  the  person  be- 
longs, let  them  be  exposed.  He  further  said  tliat 
General  Taylor,  if  they  would  authorize  his  con- 
tracts upon  the  Rio  Grande,  had  made  them  all 
with  the  most  rigid  regard  to  economy.  Steamboats 
had  been  chartered  by  some  officers  at  half  the 
price  that  others  had  chartered  boats  for.  He  did 
not  wish  to  disparage  the  officer  who  had  made 
these  contracts,  or  to  praise  General  Taylor,  who 
contracted  at  so  low  a  rate  for  the  mules  and  boats, 
of  which  iie  had  spoken  in  his  remarks  of  ycsier» 
day.  It  might  be  that  there  might  not  have  been 
much  demand  for  them  when  General  Taylor  made 
his  contracts;  but  it  must  strike  everybody  that 
General  Taylor's  contracts  were  less  than  half  the 
price  of  those  subsequently  made. 

Now,  having  corrected  tiicse  errors  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Geoj^ia,  he  would  como  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  genlTenuui;  and  what  was  it?    The 
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gentleman  said  this  document  should  not  go  to  the 
country,  because  it  might  mislead  the  people.  If 
this  was  so,  why  print  this  thing  at  all'  Why 
should  it  be  printed  and  come  to  Congress,  if  it  was 
likely  to  be  misunderstood,  and  to  lead  to  the 
condemnation  of  these  officers?  Why,  that  is  a 
reason  why  it  should  be  suppressed  altogether; 
whereas  the  gentleman  knew  that  it  had  been 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  this  House, 
and  he  only  desired  an  additional  number  of  copies, 
'■which  the  gentleman  now  moved  to  reconsider. 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia  and  his  party  pro- 
fessed great  reliance  on  tlie  knowledge  and  intel- 
ligence of  the  people,  and  yet  he  was  not  willing 
that  the  people  should  have  an  abstract  of  contracts 
which  was  made  by  one  of  the  gentleman's  own 
party,  Mr.  Marcy,  the  Secretary  of  War.  Did 
the  gentleman  mean  to  be  understood  as  being  ap- 
prehensive about  the  people's  examining  a  docu- 
ment sent  to  this  House  by  the  Secretary  of  War.-" 
Oh  !  said  the  gentleman,  give  us  a  committee.  A 
committee  of  what  kind  ?  A  committee  with  a  ma- 
jority of  his  own  political  friends  ?  Why  not  send 
it  to  the  people,  and  let  them  examine  it?  Was 
the  gentleman  afraid  of  that? 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Ohio,  rose,  and,  having  ob- 
tained permission  to  occupy  the  floor  for  the  pur- 
pose, said  it  had  been  stated  that  the  person  who 
obtained  the  contract  for  these  horses  in  Ohio  was 
a  member  of  the  Whig  party,  and  acted  with  the 
party  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Cro- 
.  ziKR.]  Now,  he  would  inquire  who  the  contractor 
was? 

Mr.  FRIES  rose  and  said  it  was  Mr.  Minor,  of 
Columbus. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  he  was  not  aware  that  Mr. 
Minor  was  a  Whig.  He  was  originally  a  Demo- 
crat, and  had  acted  with  the  Democratic  party, 
though,  for  some  reason  or  other,  he  had  become 
dissatisfied  with  that  party.  It  might  be  that  these 
contracts  had  been  given  to  him  to  bring  him  back 
into  their  ranks.  Mr.  Minor  was  his  own  con- 
stituent, he  believed,  and  if  he  had  belonged  jto  the 
Whig  party  he  thought  he  should  have  known  it. 
1  believe  he  voted  against  me  when  I  was  a  candi- 
date for  the  seat  which  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
occupy. 

Mr.  PR,IES  replied  that  Mr.  Minor  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Whig  Central  Committee  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  and  actually  voted  to  give  the  gentleman 
[Mr.  Djjncan]  the  seat  which  he  now  holds. 

Mr.  CROZIER.  Well,  of  the  pohtical  opinions 
of  the  contractors  I  know  nothing.  If  this  con- 
tractpr  were  a  Whig,  these  extravagant  contracts 
might  be  calculated  to  buy  him  up.  If  he  could  be 
corrupted  by  a  contract,  it  was  strange  that  con- 
tract had  not  done  it. 

He  would  now  return  to  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Cobb,)  who  was 
willing  to  have  this  document  examined  by  a 
Whig  committee,  and  sent  forth  to  the  country. 
Well,  and  what  would  be  said  of  such  examina- 
tion and  the  report  such  a  committee  might  make 
by  their  opponents  ?  He  knew  the  course  of  argu- 
ment pursued  on  the  ^tump.  Why,  it  would  be 
said  that  it  was  a  Whig  report.  It  would  be  said 
that  it  was  a  garbled  statement — that  it  was  untrue. 
And  what  did  he  propose  ?  tie  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  and  the  House  if  the  course 
,  he  proposed  was  not  much  fairer?  He  proposed 
to  lake  this  abstract  of  contracts,  which  had  been 
furnished  to  the  House  by  one  of  the  political 
friends  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  (the  Sec- 
retary of  war,)  and  send  that  out  to  the  people, 
that  they  might  judge  for  themselves.  Oh,  but, 
said  the  gentleman,  they  would  make  a  mistake. 
But  did  not  the  people  know  as  well  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  or  himself  (Mr.  C.)  what  was 
a  fair  price  for  oats,  or  hay,  or  straw,  and  for  all 
the  provisions  which  might  have  been  furnished  to 
the  army  ?  Did  not  many  of  the  people  'know, 
too,  what  was  a  fair  price  for  many  of  the  muni- 
tions of  v/ar?  Did  not  steamboat  owners  know 
what  was  a  fair  price  for  transportation  from  Louis- 
ville to  New  Orleans,  or  from  New  York  and  other 
ports  to  any  destination  which  the  Government 
might  prescribe?  How,  then,  could  they  be  mis- 
led ?  Tiie  people  paid  the  taxes  from  which  the 
money  thus  expended  was  obtained;  and  he  thought 
•  they  ought  to  oe  allowed  to  sec  how  the  money 
which  they  paid  was  disposed  of.  Well,  then,  as 
to  the  amount  of  v/hich  he  had  spoken  yesterday. 
He  said  it  was  fifty  millions  of  dollars  wliich  had 
been  expended  by  the  agency  of  the  War  Depart- 


ment; but  he  did  not  say  it  had  been  expended  in 
the  course  of  the  last  year,  but  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war.  The  appropriations  last  year 
were  ^28,000,000.  The  deficiencies  which  had 
been  supplied  by  this  House  this  session,  were 
about  ^14,000,000,  making  a  gross  amount  of 
$41,000,000.  When  the  war  first  commenced  there 
was  an  appropriation  of  $10,000,000,  making  the 
gross  sum  of  $51,000,000.  Subsequently,  a  large 
amount  had  been  appropriated,  but  what  the  par- 
ticular sum  was  he  did  not  know.  He  did  not  sup- 
pose that  all  the  contracts  for  which  this  money 
had  been  designed  had  been  reported;  but  what 
objection  could  there  be  to  the  printing  of  this  ab- 
stract of  but  a  portion  of  the  contracts  which  had 
been  furnished  by  a  political  friend  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia?  There  was,  to  be  sure,  the 
question  of  the  cost,  though  he  did  not  understand 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to  have  made  a  point 
of  that.  And  what  was  it?  Why,  the  pitiful  sum 
of  $400  for  the  printing  of  one  of  the  most  inter- 
esting documents  that  had  for  some  time  been  sent 
to  Congress.  Why  should  so  small  an  amount  be 
an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  publishing  a  document  of 
so  much  importance  ?  He  wished  it  to  go  to  the 
people  before  the  committee  could  say  a  word  re- 
specting it.  Let  it  go  to  the  people  as  it  came  from 
the  Secretary  of  War.  The  people  could  judge  of 
the  price  of  these  things  as  well  as  anybody  else. 

But  there  was  one  reason  why  he  would  be  will- 
ing to  vq^te  for  this  motion  of  reconsideration;  and 
it  was  not  the  motive  which  actuated  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  in  making  this  motion.  He  believed 
that  a  greater  number  of  this  document  should  be 
printed  for  circulation  among  the  people,  and  there- 
fore he  might  be  willing  to  vote  for  the  reconsider- 
ation, with  the  view  to  strike  out  ten  thousand  and 
insert  twenty  thousand.  He  wished  the  people  to 
see  what  we  were  paying,  and*  an  examination  of 
this  document  would  show  them  that  some  of  the 
sums  paid  were  extravagant.  For  reports  not  half 
so  valuable,  more  than  five  times  the  expense  was 
incurred  in  printing.  Besides,  by  printing  this 
document,  they  might  be  enabled  to  obtain  some 
valuable  information. 

He  had  a  letter  in  his  drawer,  from  which  he- 
learned  that  contracts  had  been  entered  into  by 
builders  of  steamboats  for  old  boats,  for  which 
from  three  to  five  thousand  dollars  more  had  been 
paid  than  they  v/ere  building  new  ones  for.  True, 
some  gentlemen  might  say,  that  the  great  demand 
served  to  enhance  the  price.  Well,  the  people 
would  take  that  into  consideration,  and  they  could 
say  whether  the  prices  were  fair,  or  whether  they 
were  extravagant.  He  had  not  charged  that  frauds 
had  been  committed,  as  had  been  intimated;  but  he 
had  said,  that  some  of  these  contracts  were  so 
enormous  that  they  ought  to  be  investigated.  He 
had  no  question  but  that  many  of  these  contracts 
had  been  made  with  the  strictest  fidelity  and  hon- 
esty. Respecting  others,  there  might  have  been 
great  negligence  on  the  part  of  officers  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, if  not  absolute  fraud.  But  he  was  willing 
that  it  should  go  to  the  country  for  examination. 
He  would  not  now  prolong  this  debate.  If  gen- 
tlemen desired  to  prolong  it,  he  had  no  objection; 
but  when  the  committee  should  report,  there  would 
be  opportunities  sufficient  afforded  to  members  to 
discuss  the  propriety  of  tlie  many  subjects  which 
it  embraced. 

Mr.  COBB  rose  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee.  He  said,  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  had  charged  that  he  was  un- 
willing to  publish  this  document  because  he  was 
unwilling  to  throw  information  before  the  people 
of  this  country;  that  he  was  not  willing  to  trust 
the  people  with  the  examination  of  subjects  of  this 
character.  But  it  was  not  so.  His  remarks  bore 
no  such  construction;  and  he  believed  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  stood  alone  in  so  interpreting 
them.  He  had  expressly  stated,  that  he  objected 
to  the  publication  because  the  document  was  wholly 
unsatisfactory,  for  it  would  not  communicate  to 
the  country  the  information  they  professed  to  be 
desirous  to  publish. 

Mr.  CROZIER  said,  the  idea  he  attempted  to 
convey  was  this:  there  were  facts  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  was  unwilling  to  throw  before 
the  people,  because  he  thought  they  had  not  knowl- 
edge enough  to  understand  them.  They  were  facts 
concerning  the  price  of  provisions  and  munitions 
of  war,  and  lie  (Mr.  Crozier)  thought  the  people 
well  understood  what  they  were  worth. 

Mr.  COBB  said,  us  usual,  the  gentleman  from 


Tennessee  was  now  as  far  wrong  as  he  was  before. 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  himself  ad- 
mitted before  this  House,  that,  from  the  abstract, 
he  could  not  tell  whether  the  contracts  were  fraud- 
ulent or  not.  He  stood  before  the  House  with  the 
admission  that  the  abstract  did  not  show  whether 
they  were  honest  or  fraudulent. 

Mr.  CROZIER  said  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia was  mistaken.  He  had  stated  this,  that  there 
were  some  contracts  so  enormously  high  that  no- 
body could  fail  to  see  that  they  were  wrong,  and 
there  were  others  which  had  been  brought  to  his 
own  knowledge  which  were  apparently  low  and 
fair,  but  which  were  not  fair.  That  was  what  he 
had  said. 

Mr.  COBB  resumed.  Why,  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  in  his  argument  yesterday,  gave  as  his 
reason  for  wishing  the  publication  of  these  extra 
numbers  of  the  abstract  of  these  contracts  and  send- 
ing them  to  the  country,  that  they  should  thereby 
gather  up  additional  evidence  to  show  that  there 
was  fraud  and  corruption.  But  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  must  admit,  and  so  would  every  mem- 
ber on  this  floor,  that  an  examination  of  this  re- 
port, which  was  made  by  virtue  of  laws  requiring 
the  Department  of  War  to  furnish  such  a  report, 
would  not  enable  any  one  to  show  which  of  these 
contracts  were  fraudulent  and  which  were  honest. 
The  gentlemen  from  Tennessee  would  not  pretend 
to  say  that  this  document  will  communicate  to  the 
country  the  nature  and  character  of  the  contracts 
of  which  a  mere  abstract  was  given.  The  gentle- 
man had.  spoken  of  the  chartering  of  a  steamboat 
for  $18,000,  and  why  was  it  done?  What  were 
the  exigencies  of  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  boat  was  chartered?  That  does  not  appear  on 
the  face  of  this  abstract,  nor  how  it  was  officered. 
Was  that  sum  of  $18,000  given  for  the  vessel  abso- 
lutely, or  only  for  a  given  time?  Had  they  satis- 
factory evidence  on  these  points?  In  one  state  of 
things  a  sum  paid  might  be  necessary,  which  at  an- 
other time  would  be  grossly  outrageous.  At  one 
time  the  exigencies  of  the  service  might  not  require 
it,  but  at  another  time  the  payment  of  $18,000  for 
a  steamboat  would  meet  with  the  approbation  of 
every  man  who  was  familiar  with  the  facts  of  the 
case.  And  so  it  might  be  with  the  purchase  of 
horses.  To  judge  of  the  correctness  of  the  contract, 
they  must  know  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
contract  was  made.  To  be  able  to  decide  whether 
the  contract  was  fraudulent  or  honest,  they  must 
know  the  circumstances  and  emergencies  Of  the 
case  which  required  the  purchases  to  be  made.  A 
purchase  might  be  enormous  and  exorbitant  to-day 
which  to-morrow  the  exigencies  of  the  times  might 
require  to  be  made  at  any  price;  and  hence  he  pro- 
tested against  the  publication  of  a  mere  abstract 
of  contracts  which  would  not  afford  satisfactory 
information  in  relation  to  them. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  said  some  of  these 
contracts  were  right  and  others  might  be  fraudu- 
lent. Now,  when  this  document  should  be  sent 
before  the  country,  the  men  who  had  made  fair  and 
honest  contracts  would  stand  arraigned  before  the 
bar  of  public  opinion  on  the  same  charge  as  those 
whose  contracts  were  not  so  honest,  if  there  were 
any  such,  for  the  gentleman  had  pointed  out  no 
distinction.  The  honest  man  and  he  who  was  dis- 
honest would  stand  on  the  same  footing.  Now,  he 
appealed  to  the  sense  of  justice  of  the  House  if  it 
would  consent  thus  to  punish  untried  the  honest 
contractor  ?  Justice  demanded  a  fair  and  full  in- 
vestigation before  such  a  course  was  pursued. 
There  was  a  committee  now,  and  the  gentlemen 
opposite  had  the  power  to  make  the  investiga- 
tion, and  to  discover  whether  these  contracts  were 
made  under  exigencies  of  the  public  service,  and 
at  the  instance  of  the  commanding  general  of  the 
army.  Because  a  contract  appeared  to  be  exorb- 
itant, this  House  ought  not  to  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  it  was  so  without  investigation  and  with- 
out examination.  What  he  proposed  in  this  mat- 
ter was  right  and  just,  and  he  thought  it  should 
command  the  favorable  consideration  of  every  mem- 
ber of  this  House.  It  was,  that  the  committee  of 
the  House  that  had  charged  fraud  and  corruption 
should  investigate  it  and  point  it  out,  direct  public 
attention  to  it,  and  then  let  all  unite  in  holding  it 
up  to  public  censure.  If  any  belter  course  could 
be  recommended  he  should  be  happy  to  miisueit. 

Mr.  STE^PHENS  did  not  uiulcrstand  from  the 
"■entlemau  from  Tennessee  that  this  matter  involved 
Uiosc  charijes  a<,'ainst  personal  character  which  liis 
colleague  [Air.  Coui;]  appeared  to  suppose.     He 
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thought  his  colleague,  in  his  zeal  and  earnestness, 
had  mistaken  the  -object  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee.  At  least  his  colleague  liad  mistaken 
his  (Mr.  S.'s)  yesterday,  in  voting  for  the  printing 
of  this  document,  and  that  which  he  should  give, 
too, against  the  reconsideration.  It  might  be,  when 
tliis  document  should  have  been  published,  and  the 
people  iiave  had  an  opportunity  to  see  it  and  to 
ascertain  how  their  money  goes,  that  it  might  be 
found  that  frauds  had  been  committed.  That, 
however,  was  not  the  object  of  the  publication  of 
the  document.  It  was  not  intended  to  arraign  the 
contractors  on  cliarges  of  fraud  and  corruption;  the 
object  was  to  give  the  people  light.  He  asked  if 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Crozilk]  did  not  luit  him  in  that  position  ? 
But  how  stood  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Cobb?]  No 
report  accompanied  this  document.  It  was  a  mere 
abstract  of  contracts  as  it  had  been  sent  to  this 
House  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  And  yet  his 
colleague  opposed  its  publication  in  an  argument 
which  put  ium  in  the  position  of  being  afraid  that 
the  people  would  not  understand  it.  Now,  he 
(Mr.  S.)  wanted  the  people  to  know  what  became 
of  their  money-  They  were  the  tax-payers;  they 
bore  the  burdens  of  the  war;  was  it  not  right,  then, 
that  they  should  know  where  every  shilling  and 
sixpence  went.'  For  one,  he  was  willing  to  give 
it  to  them.  Let  this  document,  then,  be  printed. 
Let  a  number  of  copies  be  sent  before  the  people 
of  the  country.  No  injury  could  be  done  to  the 
contractors.  He  disavowed  any  intention  to  injuie 
anybody;  but  he  called  upon  the  House  to  let  his 
constituents  and  the  entire  country  see  and  know 
where  their  money  went.  The  position  of  his 
colleague  was,  that  the  ptople  were  incompetent 
to  judge  of  the  propriety  of  these  contracts 

Mr.  COBB  interposed  to  explain.  He  said  his 
objection  was  not  to  the  publication,  if  it  would, 
convey  information;  but  he  objected  because  it  did 
not  convey  to  the  mind  any  satisfactory  informa- 
tion. He  did  not  object  to  sending  anything  be- 
fore the  people  that  would  be  useful;  but  this  was 
a  mere  abstract,  and  was  not  satisfactory  for  the 
purpose  contemplated. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  it  showed  clearly  what 
was  done  with  their  money;  and,  if  lie  understood 
it,  that  was  what  the  people  wanted. 

Mr.  COBB  said  the  people  want  to  know  v/hether 
their  money  had  been  spent  rightfully  and  proper- 
ly, and  that  this  document  did  not  show. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  His  colleague  said  it  was 
impossible,  from  this  document,  to  know,  with 
accuracy,  what  did  become  of  the  money;  bu<,  if 
he  understood  it,  it  was  a  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  made  in  compliance  with  a  call  of  this 
House.  Was  it  the  object  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  make  a  report  so  that  no  man  could  tell 
what  had  become  of  the  money.'  Was  that  the 
position  in  which  his  colleague  wished  to  repre- 
sent the  Secretary  of  War.' 

Mr.  COBB  again  interposed  to  explain.  The 
document  was  made  in  compliance  with  an  express 
law  of  Congress,  which  required  an  abstract  of  this 
kind.  This  abstract  showed  where  the  money 
had  gone,  but  his  colleague  and  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  appeared  to  think  that  the  object 
was  to  show  whether  the  money  had  gone  right- 
fully or  not.  That  the  abstract  did  not  show,  and 
could  not. 

Mr.  CROZIERsaid  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Cobb]  wished  to  bring  this  matter  down  to  a 
single  issue.  Now,  he  had  examined  the  docu- 
ment, and  he  reiterated,  that  in  some  cases  it  would 
show  on  the  face  of  it  whether  the  contracts  were 
fraudulent  or  not,  and  whether  they  were  correct 
or  not.  And  as  an  additional  inducement  with  the 
committee  to  recommend  this  printing,  there  were 
contracts  which  looked  as  though  thev  were  cor- 
rect, that  might  not  be  .so.  He  would  not  say  that 
tiiey  were  friuidulent;  they  were  apparently  cor- 
rect; and  if  thi.s  document  were  published,  per- 
sons living  at  the  places  where  the  contracts  were 
made,  might  be  able  to  bring  them  to  the  notice  of 
the  committee,  and  give  them  information  which 
would  go  to  whow  whether  they  were  fraudulent 
or  not. 

Mr.  COBB  asked  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
to  put  his  finder  on  any  contract  that  was  not  t'air. 

Mr.  CRO/IER  referred  to  the  transportation  of 
horse.s.  He  said  further,  theic  were  contracts  from 
his  own  district,  which  had  been  bid  for  at  prices 
that  were  considered  low,  but  they  were  icscinded 
by  an  ofllccr  of  the  Uuitcd  Slates,  who  made  a 


contract  with  a  favorite,  by  which  the  Government, 
in  the  transportation  of  one  regiment,  lost  from 
two  to  three  thousand  dollars. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  Mr.  COBB 
and  Mr.  CROZIER,  and  between  Mr.  FRIES  and 
Mr.  DUNCAN. 

Mr.  FRIES  said,  in  relation  to  Mr.  Minor,  of 
Columbus,  that  if  there  was  fraud,  it  was  in  the 
family  circle  of  the  gentlemen  opposite,  for  they 
were  all  of  the  same  political  party. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  then  resumed.  He  said  this 
conversation  between  the  gentlemen  from  Tennes- 
see and  Ohio,  if  there  were  nothing  else,  convinced 
him  of  the  importance  of  publishing  this  docu- 
ment. Now,  he  again  urged  the  House  to  let  these 
things  go  to  the  people  of  this  country,  for  it  was 
for  them  to  say  whether  their  money  has  been 
wastefully  and  extravagantly  applied.  It  might 
be,  when  the  people  become  cognizant  of  these 
things,  they  would  be  struck  with  the  facts  as  light 
fell  on  their  vision.  It  was  for  this  reason  that 
information  was  given  to  the  people.  This  was 
not  brought  forward  with  a  view  to  impeach  the 
contractors,  but  to  let  the  people  see  how  their 
money  was  applied.  It  might  be  the  people  might 
see  that  there  were  frauds  committed.  If  tlie  con- 
tracts were  all  honest,  they  would  bear  seeing. 
What  cared  he,  whether  an  individual  living  in 
Ohio  was  a  Whig  or  a  Democrat.  As  a  represent- 
alive'of  the  people  on  this  floor,  was  he  to  wink 
and  blink  at  jieculations  of  the  public  money,  be- 
cause a  Whig  stole  it.'  No;  he  did  not  care  whether 
Mr.  Minor  was  a  Whig  or  a  Democrat,  or  any- 
thing else,  and  he  trusted  the  people  would  have 
all  the  information  on  this  subject  that  would  be 
necessary  to  explain  it.  Whig  or  Democrat,  it 
made  no  difference  to  him.  The  conversation  which 
had  this  day  taken  place,  showed  him  the  import- 
ance of  giving  to  tlie  people  this  information.  His 
xolleague  said  that  they  on  his  (Mr.  S.'s)  side  of  the 
House,  had  the  power  to  proceed  with  the  investi- 
gation of  this  subject  against  the  contractors;  but 
he  (Mr.  S.)  disavowed  it,  and  called  upon  gentle- 
men opposite  to  aid  him  in  giving  the  people  this 
light.  If  the  contracts  were  honestly  made,  he 
saw  no  reason  why  an  attempt  should  be  made  to 
prevent  this  publication.  If  the  contracts  were 
honestly  made,  it  would  make  no  difTerence  to  the 
contractors,  if  they  were  published  on  the  wings 
of  the  wind.  Why  should  gentlemen  oppose  the 
publication  of  an  official  document  from  their  own 
fiscal  officer .' 

As  to  the  cost,  they  were  told  it  would  be  trifling 
in  comparison  to  that  of  other  documents  which 
had  been  ordered  to  be  printed.  Would  gentlemen 
vote  to  expend  ^40,000  in  publishing  a  report  from 
the  Commissioner  of  Patents  and  refuse  a  few  hun- 
dred dollars  to  print  a  report  informing  the  people 
of  the  manner  of  expending  some  fifty  millions  of 
the  public  money.'     He  trusted  not. 

Allusion  had  been  made  to  the  Whig  side  of  the 
House  as  pressing  this  publication  for  party  ends. 
He  trusted  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  who 
claimed  to  be  the  exclusive  guardians  of  the  peo- 
ple's rights,  would  not  refuse  to  let  them  know 
what  had  become  of  their  own  money.  When 
one  of  them  sent  an  agent  to  dispose  of  his  crop, 
he  exacted  at  his  return  a  strict  account  of  what  he 
had  done  with  the  money  received  for  it:  and  would 
memliers  of  that  House,  where  the  people  were 
directly  and  especially  represented,  the  stewards  of 
their  money,  refuse  them  an  account  of  how  it  had 
been  applied  .' 

Mr.  S.  would  not  insult  the  House  by  argument 
on  such  a  question:  it  was  a  plain  question  of  com- 
mon sense  and  common  honesty.  Let  the  people 
know  how  much  they  were  paying  for  glory.  Let 
them  see  what  millions  were  coming  in  which  they 
must  settle.  Mr.  S.  had  no  objection  that  his  peo- 
ple should  see  the  whole  truth. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  said  that  this  document 
ha(l  already  been  published  by  order  of  the  House. 
This  being  the  case,  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see moved  the  jirinting  of  an  additional  number, 
and  to  what  purpose.'  The  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia [Mr.  Stephens]  disclaimed  its  being  for  any 
mere  party  purpose. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  interposing,  said  that  he  did 
disclaim  it.  The  measure  was  urged  for  no  party 
purpose:  it  was  brought  forward  with  a  view  to 
let  the  people  be  put  in  possession  of  information 
which  It  was  importan.t  f()r  them  t«>  possess.  This 
was  a  public  official  document.  Let  the  people 
have  it;  they  were  entitled  to  a  sight  of  it. 


Mr.  McCLERNAND  resumed.  The  gentle- 
man renewed  the  disclaimer;  but  Mr.  McC.  spoke 
to  facts,  not  to  appearances  or  pretexts.  It  must 
be  obvious  to  all  that  the  mover  of  this  resolution 
meant  to  fix  upon  the  present  Administration  the 
charge  of  fraud  in  reference  to  these  contracts.  He 
repeated  it,  he  was  speaking  to  facts,  not  to  pre- 
tences, or  professions,  or  pretexts.  Having  made 
this  charge  of  fraud .  he  moved  for  this  republication . 
But  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  said  that  the 
documervt  proved  only  what  was  on  its  face:  and 
what  was  that.'  That  a  large  sum  of  money  had 
gone  out  of  the  treasury,  and  the  people,  the  gen- 
tleman contended,  had  a  right  to  know  for  what. 
Well,  this  was  all  very  well.  No  one  denied  il. 
But  had  the  gentleman  forgotten  the  fact  that  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  had  been  accompanied  by 
a  speech.'  The  document  would  go  to  the  country 
accompanied  by  a  charge  of  fraud. 

Mr.  CROZIER  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  had  fallen  into  two  mistakes  in  one  sen- 
tence. In  the  first  place,  this  document  never  had 
been  published  at  all;  and  in  the  next  place,  that 
Mr.  C.  had  charged  fraud  upon  the  Administra- 
tion in  letting  out  these  contracts  for  supplies.  So 
far  was  this  from  being  true,  that  Mr.  C.  Jiad  ex- 
pressly declared  in  his  speech  that  it"  gave  him 
pleasure  to  state  that  some  of  these  contracts  had 
been  entered  into  with  the  utmost  fidelity  and 
economy. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  said  he  spoke  to  the  gen- 
eral effect  of  the  gentleman's  speech.  He  would 
appeal  to  every  one  who  heard  him,  whether  the 
evident  design  of  this  republication  was  not  to  fix 
a  charse  of  fraud  on  the  Administration.  That 
was  plainly  the  drift  and  effect  of  the  gentleman's 
argument.  Hearing  this  charge  of  fraud  brought 
forward  by  gentlemen  in  the  Opposition,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  [Mr.  Cobb]  came  forward 
and  asked  the  gentleman  to  modify  his  re.solution, 
so  as  to  order  a  committee  of  inquiry  into  any 
frauds  that  might  have  been  comrnitted.  But  no, 
the  gentleman  resisted  all  modification  of  his  reso- 
lution; he  resisted  the  overwhelming  argument  and 
appeal  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  and  insisted 
on  standing,  where  he  had  done  from  the  first,  on 
mere  party  ground.  And  what  had  he  made  by 
his  motion  .'  He  had  charged  fraud  in  two  in- 
stances— not  any  fraud  that  could  be  shown  by  the 
face  of  the  document,  but  from  extrinsic  evidence 
entirely:  and  what  was  the  result.'  Both  his  charges 
ended  in  fastening  the  fraud,  if  any  had  b'een  com- 
mitted, on  members  of  his  own  party.  So  far  as 
the  House  had  yet  gone,  instead  of  any  blame 
lying  on  the  Administration,  it  was  fixed,  by  the 
gentleman's  own  account,  upon  his  own  political 
friends.  What  was  there  irregular  or  unfair  in 
the  argument  of  4.he  gentleman  from  Georgia.' 
That  gentleman  had  said  that  this  document,  on 
its  face,  did  not  show  whether  a  contractor  alleged 
to  have  been  favored  was  a  friend  of  the  Adminis- 
tration or  not.  But  if  the  object  was  to  expose 
fraudulent  transactions,  that  gentleman  proposed  - 
that  a  committee  of  investigation  should  be  raised, 
so  that  the  frauds,  if  any  existed,  might  be  held 
up  to  public  reprobation.  Was  there  not  justice 
in  this.'  Did  it  not  appeal  to  the  common  sense  of 
the  House.'  Would  gentlemen,  without  any  cer- 
tain information  to  go  upon,  openly  charge  fraud 
upon  our  public  officers.'  Were  they  prepared  to 
do  this.'  Was  it  not  an  act  of  injustice  that  gentle- 
men would  afterwards  l)e  ashamed  of.'  If  fraud  had 
been  committed,  was  it  not  according  to  the  usage 
of  the  House  to  ascertain  the  fact  by  a  committee, 
and  then  deal  with  the  offenders  according  to  law.' 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  over  the  way,  said 
that  the  country  had  a  right  to  know  what  had 
gone  with  their  money.  So  they  had  ;  and  the 
public  documents  would  show  what  had  gone  with 
It:  they  were  before  the  country. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  gentleman  said  this 
information  was  before  the  coimtry.  He  (Mr.  S.) 
denied  it:  this  was  an  official  document  still  in 
manuscript,  which  never  had  been  printed,  and 
which  they  on  that  side  of  the  House  wanted  to 
have  printed  and  put  before  the  country.  It  never 
yet  had  been  printed  even  for  the  use  of  the  House, 
and  the  iniblic  had  never  seen  a  line  of  it.  It  waa 
true,  the  usual  number  of  copies  had  been  ordered, 
but  even  the.se  were  not  yet  printed  ;  but  they, 
wanted  many  more,  for  the  purpose  of  distribu- 
tion; and  this  was  the  only  document  in  which 
this  information  in  relation  to  contracts  was  to  be 
found  in  any  detail. 
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Mr.  McCLERNAND  resumed.  The  usual  num- 
ber of  copies  had  been  ordered,  and  the  document 
would  thus  be  published  to  the  country.  But  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Cobb]  wanted  a 
committee — he  wanted  a  thorough  investigation, 
that  the  names  of  those  who  had  entered  into  any 
fraudulent  contract  might  be  given  to  the  world, 
and  thereby  other  contractors  freed  from  suspicion. 
Those  on  Mr.  McC.'s  side  of  the  House  were  not 
unwilling  that  an  extra  number  of  this  document 
should  be  printed;  they  made  no  issue  upon  that: 
what  they  wanted  was,  that  honest  men's  fair  fame 
should  be  vindicated,  and  all  frauds  exposed. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  it 
seemed  to  him  that  this  whole  discussion  arose 
from  a  misconception  of  the  design  of  the  commit- 
tee in  reporting  this  resolution  for  printing  an  ex- 
tra number  of  this  document.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Crozier]  belonged  to  a  commit- 
tee who  had  been  charged  with  inquiring  whether 
frauds  had  not  been  committed  in  reference  to  pub- 
lic contracts  for  supplies,  transportation,  &c.  That 
committee  had  some  time  since  moved  the  printing 
of  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  this  abstract  of  con- 
tracts. This  was  before  the  news  had  reached  us 
of  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  peace. 

Mr.  T,  understood  that  the  gentleman  had  made 
the  motion  because  he  wished  that  the  information 
contained  in  the  document  should  go  before  the 
country,  not  that  he  charged  that  frauds  had  been 
committed,  but  if  any  did  exist,  that  the  people 
might  be  awar.e  of  it.  Not  only  was  this  no  party 
movement  in  its  first  inception,  but  when  the  reso- 
lution was  afterwards  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  so  far  from  anything  like  party  action 
being  taken  upon  it,  that  committee  (to  which  Mr. 
T.  belonged)  were  in  favor  of  printing  the  docu- 
ment simply  for  this  reason:  the  abstract  showed 
that  many  millions  of  dollars  had  been  expended 
for  the  hire  of  steamboats,  the  purchase  of  horses 
and  mules,  and  flour  and  pork  and  beef,  and  the 
munitions  of  war.  The  war  was  then  in  progress. 
Mr.  T.  wanted  those  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky  whoiiad 
provisions  to  sell  to  know  what  had  been  paid  to 
others  for  them:  he  desired  that  his  own  constituents 
and  others  should  be  apprized  that  large  specula- 
tions were  making  in  the  articles  which  they  raised, 
and  would  be  glad  to  sell  to  the  Government,  or  any 
other  responsible  purchaser.  And  not  only  that, 
but  if  any  exorbitant  prices  had  been  paid  for  the* 
hire  of  steamboats,  for  the  purchase  of  mules  and 
their  transportation,  for  flour  and  beef  and  other 
provisions  for  our  troops,  he  wanted  the  whole 
country  to  know  it,  because  it  would  excite  com- 
petition, and  thereby  possibly  save  much  of  the 
public  money  by  preventing  further  extravagant 
contracts.  This  was  the  open  straightforward  pur- 
pose which  had  induced  the  Committee  on  Printing 
to  report  the  resolution.  He  never  had  learned 
that  a  fair  competition  between  the  producers  for 
the  public  contracts  was  calculated  to  injure  the 
Government.  He  must  be  allowed  to  say  that  the 
document,  the  printing  of  which  seemed  to  have 
so  greatly  excited  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  was  their  own  document;  and  all  that 
was  proposed  was  to  print  it,  without  note,  com- 
ment, or  commentary,  or  explanation,  or  animad- 
version of  any  kind.  If  a  public  official  return  of 
facts  could  not  be  suffered  to  go  before  the  nation, 
it  was  a  very  strange  thing.  It  never  was  intend- 
ed as  a  party  movement:  it  was  honestly  intended 
10  give  valuable  information  to  the  public,  and 
thereby  to  prevent  the  Government  from  being 
fleeced  by  unprincipled  men,  who  were  ever  ready 
to  take  advantage  of  the  public  necessities  and  to 
prey  upon  their  country.  Its  tendency  was  to 
deliver  the  Government  from  a  gang  of  Shylocks, 
who,  without  patriotism  or  common  honesty,  were 
ever  ready  to  enri.ch  themselves  at  the  expense  of 
their  country.  So  far  from  having  reported  it 
with  any  party  view,  Mr.  T.  had  not  so  mucb  as 
dreamed  of  making  such  a  use  of  it. 

Mr.  T.  should,  before  he  concluded,  move  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table.  He 
sought  no  concealment  for  any  fraudulent  con- 
tractors. Let  gentlemen  investigate  as  thoroughly 
as  they  pleased.  He  charged  no  fraud;  but  if  gen- 
tlemen wanted  an  investigating  committee,  let  tliem 
have  it.  Let  them  search  to  the  bottom,  and  if 
ihere  were  fraudulent  contracts,  (if  such  a  thing 
could  exist,)  let  the  fraud  be  fastened  on  the  guilty 
panics,  and,  whoever  they  might  be,  let  them  go 
to  the  wall.  If  there  was  to  be  an  investigation, 
that  was  but  an  additional  reason  for  adopting  this 


resolution,  because  the  printing  of  such  a  docu- 
ment would  be  a  material  aid  in  conducting  such 
an  investigation. 

Mr.  T.  concluded  by  moving  to  lay  the  motion 
of  reconsideration  on  the  table;  but  at  the  request 
of  Mr.  McKay,  who  promised  to  renew  the  mo- 
tion, withdrew  it. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 
object  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  in  reporting 
this  resolution  had  been  to  disseminate  information 
among  the  people;  he  thoughtj'however,  that  this 
practice  of  ordering  the  printing  of  large  extra 
numbers  of  any  public  document.was,  to  say  the 
least  of  it,  very  questionable.  But,  not  to  dwell  on 
that,  Mr.  McK.  would  ask  of  gentleman  whether 
their  object  was  not  to  give  the  people  full  and  fair 
information  >  They  surely  did  not  wish  to  deceive 
the  country.  Now,  he  would  venture  to  say,  that 
this  document  would  not  give  them  a  fair  view  of 
the  expenditure  of  fifty  millions  of  the  public 
money,  as  was  pretended.  -  The  amount  had  been 
enormously  exaggerated.  These  contracts  were 
those  which  had  been  made  during  the  last  fiscal 
year;  but  the  fiscal  year  ended  on  the  30th  June. 
The  whole  amount  could  not  reach  twenty  mil- 
lions; and,  be  the  amount  what  it  might,  it  would 
show  but  a  very  small  part  of  the  public  expendi- 
tures. 

Mr.  CROZIER  here  interposed,  to  remind  Mr. 
McKay  that  in  his  speech  he  had  expressly  said, 
that  he  did  not  kno.w  the  exact  amount;  that  it 
might  be  fifty  millions.  The  document  might  cover  • 
the  whole  expenditure,  or  it  might  not;  he  had 
estimated  it  at  thirty  millions. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  the  abstract  reached  only  to 
the  end  of  the  fiscal  year;  being  just  such  a  docu- 
ment as  had  been  sent  in  last  year  and  printed  by 
order  of  the  House.  But  the  most  extraordinary 
reason  he  had  yet  heard  given, for  printing  this 
large  extra  number  was  that. stated  by  the  gentle- 
man who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  and  who  had 
reported  the  resolution  from  the  Printing  Commit- 
tee. The  gentleman  said  he  did  not  charge  fraud, 
and  the  publication  of  the  document  was  intended 
for  no  party  purpose;  for  what  then.'  Why,  to 
produce  greater  competition.  Why,  did  not  the 
gentleman  know  that  this  was  an  abstract  of  past 
contracts,  not  of  those  yet  future.'  If  the  object 
was  to  create  competition  by  publishing  the  con- 
tracts, that  was  already  accomplished,  for  these 
contracts  were  all  let  out  after  publicly  being  ad- 
vertised for  a  prescribed  length  of  time.  _Such  ad- 
vertisements were  made  in  the  papers  every  day; 
contracts  for  forage,  for  fuel,  for  provisions,  &c., 
were  making  continually,  and  the  fullest  and  fair- 
est competition  was  invited  by  advertisements  in 
the  most  widely-spread  prints  of  the  day.  But 
this  was  not  the  purpose  for  which  he  had  risen. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  inquired  whether  the  adver- 
tisements of  which  the  gentleman  spoke  (as  if  it 
was  not  known  to  everybody)  gave  people  through 
the  country  any  knowledge  as  to  the  prices  actu- 
ally paid  by  the  Government  for  such  articles  as 
were  to  be  furnished.'  Would  a  farmer  in  Ken- 
tucky learn  from  them  what  he  might  get  for  his 
flour  or  beef  or  beans  at  New  Orleans,  or  at  the 
Brazos  St.  Jago? 

Mr.  McKAY  (resuming)  observed,  that  he  had 
not  the  slightest  doubt  that  some  enormous  prices 
had  been  paid  for  steamboats,  for  purchase  of 
mules,  &c.;  he  had  not  the  slightest  doubt  that 
there  had  been  great  waste  and  extravagance,  and 
he  called  now  upon  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Expend- 
itures of  the  War  Department,  [Mr.  Crozier,]  to 
perform  his. duty  to  the  House  and  to  the  country 
by  instituting  a  full  and  rigid  examination  of  all 
these  matters;  and  if  there  had  been  any  fault  on 
the  part  of  these  public  officers,  if  any  of  them  in 
the  execution  of  their  public  trusts  had  committed 
fraud  and  extravagance  in  procuring  contracts  for 
supplies,  let  it  be  known,  and  let  their  names  be 
held  up  to  the  country — to  the  public  indignation 
and  reprobation. 

This  was  the  duty  of  the  gentleman,  and  now 
he  came  forward,  after  Congress  had  been  in  ses- 
sion three  months,  and  he  had  been  charged  with 
the  execfltion  of  this  duty,  and  what  did  he  pro- 
pose? The  publication  of  an  extra  number  of  copies 
of  this  document,  to  go  forth  to  the  country,  to 
alarm  the  people;  to  say  to  them,  those  who  were 
the  friends  of  the  war,  "See  what  monstrous  ex- 
'  travagance  this  Government  has  been  guilty  of  in 
*  making  these  contracts — paying  |100  for  mules 


'  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  when  they  could 
'  have  been  procured  at  the  same  time  on  the  Rio 
'  Grande,  for  pO,  $20,  or  |30.  See  what  enormous 
'  prices  have  been  paid  for  corn,  oats,  &c.  For 
'  seven  or  eight  days'  use  of  a  steamboat,  seven  or 
'  eight,  or  ten  thousand  dollars — as  much  as  was 
'  the  actual  cost  of  the  boat. "  This  was  right,  the 
gentleman  said.  Well,  for  what  did  they  send  it 
out.'  To  give  information  to  the  people,  certainly.' 
But  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  most  of  those 
officers  of  theGovernment  who  had  made  these  con- 
tracts were  the  gentleman's  own  political  friends — 
nearly  every  one  of  them  were  Whigs — he  assert- 
ed it  boldly,  defying  contradiction.  But  it  was  no 
matter  whether  they  were  Whigs  or  Democrats. 
If  they  were  Democrats  he  wanted  them  exposed; 
whoever  had  been  guilty  of  frauds  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment, he  would  join  in  bringing  them  out  to  the 
public  reprobation. 

But  he  wished  to  read  to  his  friend  from  Ten- 
nessee and  to  the  House,  the  rule  defining  the  du- 
ties of  the  Committee  on  the  Expenditures  of  the 
War  Department.  Its  duties  and  the  duties  of  the 
Committees  on  the  Expenditures  of  the  other  De- 
partments were  laid  down  together: 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  coniniiftees  to  examine 
into  the  state  of  the  accounts  and  expenditures  respectively 
submitted  to  them,  and  to  inquire  and  report  particularly— 

"  Whether  the  expenditures  of  the  respective  departments 
are  justified  by  law; 

"  Whether  the  claims  from  time  to  time  satisfied  and  dis- 
charged by  the  respective  departments  are  supported  by  suf- 
ficient vouchers  establishing  their  justness  both  as  to  their 
character  and  amount,"  &.C. 

Now,  here  was  the  specific  duty  of  this  commit- 
tee. Gentlemen  wanted  this  information  to  go  to 
the  people,  to  let  them  see  the  great  extravagance 
which  had  been  committed.  Now,  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  who  was  the  chairman  of  this 
committee,  who  [had  been  engaged  in  the  exami- 
nation of  these  accounts  for  the  last  three  months, 
had  come  forward  here  yesterday  and  very  frankly 
told  them  that  a  large  portion 'of  these  contracts 
were  perfectly  honest  and  properly  made,  but  then 
that  there  were  others,  he  believed,  which  were 
unjust,  extravagant,  fraudulent.  He  made  a  gen- 
eral allegation  of  fraud.  Could  he  pick  out  the  spe- 
cific cases  .'  Let  the  gentleman  take  this  document 
— he  was  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  having 
access  to  the  department — and  make  a  thorough 
investigation;  for  as  he  understood  the  gentleman, 
he  was  not  prepared  to-day  to  put  his  finger  upon 
any  one  of  these  contracts  which  he  could  state 
unequivocally  to  be  fraudulent. 

Mr.  CROZIER  (Mr.  McK.  yielding)  said  he 
was  very  much  obliged  to  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  for  the  lesson  which  he  had  given 
him.  He  (Mr.  C.)  himself  had  read  the  rules  sev- 
eral times.  The  gentleman  had  been  told  that  this 
document  had  never  been  printed  at  all.  He  had 
looked  into  the  manuscript  slightly;  he  had  noted 
down  some  fifty  or  one  hundred  contracts  to  be 
examined  into,* and  whenever  this  document-  was 
printed  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  different 
members  of  the  committee  they  would  go  to  work. 
It  would  take  them — not  only  during  the  ordinary 
committee  hours,  but  sitting  the  whole  time  when 
the  House  was  in  session — until  Congress  adjourn- 
ed, and  perhaps  longer,  to  examine  it  fully;  but 
still  they  would  do  whatever  they  could.  In  the 
mean  time,  however,  the  committee  thought  they 
could  gain  information  from  the  country  by  circu- 
lating the  document,  and  that  cases  might  be 
brought  to  their  notice  peculiarly  demanding  in- 
vestigation. The  committee  would  do  all  within 
their  power  in  the  matter.  He  knew  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Car()lina  on  this  subject  of  ex- 
penditures was  a  rigid  master;  but  he  thanked  the 
gentleman  for  his  teachings,  and  he  thought  the 
committee  would  follow  them. 

Mr.  McKAY  (resuming)  remarked  that  he  had 
not  intended,  by  referring  to  the  rule,  to  express 
the  idea  that  the  gentleman  was  not  inclined  to  do 
his  duty. 

The  House  of  Representatives  (he  continued) 
was  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation.  By  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  impeachment  could 
alone  be  presented  to  this  House.  If  there  was 
any  public  wrong  or  fraud  committed  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive branch  of  the  Government,  or  any  part  of  it, 
here  was  the  place  where  the  inquiry  must  be  made 
and  prosecuted.  It  was  therefore  the  duty  of  this 
House,  by  its  organs— these  various  committees 
on  the  expenditures  of  the  several  departments— to 
commence  the  investigation  of  any  wrongs  which 
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had  been  done,  and  which  were  to  be  held  up  to 
the  country-  Now,  what  he  proposed  to  the  other 
side  of  the  House  in  all  frankness  was,  if  any  frauds 
had  been  committed  in  the  making  of  these  con- 
tracts, let  it  be  fully  investigated;  and  he  would  go 
as  far  as  he  who  went  farthest  in  holding  it  up  to 
public  scorn  and  indignation.  Let  them  reconsider 
this  order  for  the  printing  of  extra  copies;  let  the 
committee  resume  the  investigation,  or  commence 
it,  if  it  was  not  already  commenced;  let  them  take 
up  all  those  cases  where  there  was  any  appearance 
of  extravagance  or  fraud,  and  push  them  to  the 
extreme  of  scrutiny,  calling  on  the  officers  of  the 
department  for  information;  and  if  they  could  not 
satisfy  them  that  all  the  transactions  were  per- 
fectly fair,  let  the  committee  come  forward  with  a 
report  exposing  whatever  extravagance  or  fraud 
had  been  committed,  and  he  (Mr.  McK.)  would 
vote  with  the  gentleman  to  print  any  number  of 
extra  copies  he  might  desire.  Let  the  whole 
matter  go  forth  to  the  country  by  report  of  the 
committee,  containing  specific  allegations,  with  the 
explanations  which  were  given. 

in  compliance  with  the  pledge  given  to  Mr. 
Thompson,  Mr.  McK.  concluded  by  renewing  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered,  and 
being  taken,  resulted:  Yeas  93,  nays  78. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 

THE  PUBLIC  REVENUE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Rockwell,  of  Connecticut,  in  the 
chair,)  on  the  special  order,  viz:  the  bill  requiring 
all  moneys  receivable  from  customs,  and  from  all 
other  sources,  to  be  paid  immediately  into  the  treas- 
ury, without  abatement  or  deduction,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

The  question  pending  when  the  committee  rose 
yesterday  was  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  H.4.LL,  of  Nsw  York. 

Mr.  HALL  withdrew  his  amendment,  for  a 
moment,  at  the  request  of — 

Mr.  McKAY,  who,  remarking  that  it  was  not 
in  order  to  go  back  to  the  second  section,  except 
by  general  consent,  asked  such  consent  to  enable 
him  to  offer  an  amendment  to  that  section,  which 
had  been  agreed  upon  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr,  Grinnell]  and  himself,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  doubts  yesterday  expressed  as  to  the 
working  of  that  section  as  it  stood  in  the  bill. 

No  objection  being  made — 

Mr.  McKAY  otTercd  the  following  amendment 
to  the  second  section: 

"  Provulcd,  That  tlie  collectors  of  the  customs  shall  be 
the  (lishnr.-iris;  agfiits  to  pay  the  afore.-aid  dehentures,  dtaw- 
backs,  boiintii'S,  iind  allowances,  and  that  all  debenture 
cdrtilicates,  i>KUcd  according  to  law,  shall  lie  received  in 
payment  olduties  at  the  custom-house  where  the  same  has 
been  issued — the  laws  regulating  drawbacks  having  been 
complied  with." 

Qy  the  laws  of  1789  (he  remarked)  the  collectors 
were  made  the  disbur.sing  agents  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  these  drawbacks  were  paid,  as  he  had 
stated  yesterday,  out  of  the  gross  products  of  the 
customs.  Inasmuch  as  the  first  section  required 
that  these  gross  duties  should  be  paid  immediate- 
ly into  the  treasury,  there  might  be  some  doubt 
whether,  under  this  law,  the  collectors  would  con- 
tinue to  be  the  disbursing  agents.  His  opinion 
was  that  they  would.  But  to  remove  all  doubt  he 
offered  this  amendment. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALL  renewed  the  amendment  which  he 
had  offered  yesterday,  with  certain  modifications 
to  make  it  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  5.  Jlnd  be  it  furllicr  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  be,  and  he  hereby  is,direcled  to  report  toCon- 
gregs,  at  the  comniencement  of  the  next  session  lliereof,  the 
uotualninonnt  of  moneys  in  the  treasury  of  the  Uiiited  St;Ues 
at  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal  year  on  the  1st  day  of  July, 
1&18,  stating  in  such  report  what  portion  of  Buch  amount 
belongs  absolutely  to  the  Uniti^d  States,  and  what  portion 
thereof  is  held  in  lru-<l,  and  the  nature  and  description  of 
each  of  the  trustK  under  wliieh  such  moneys  are  held,  and 
tJic  ainOMnt  held  under  each  of  said  tru-ls  resp(ciiv<'ly  ;  and, 
in  ca-te  the  iimuinit  of  trust  funds  tliereloli.rci  pnld  into  IIk; 
treasury  of  the  (Jniti  d  States,  ami  not  expindi  rf  m  dis<liaTgi; 
of  its  duties  as  trustee,  shall  excei d  the  balance  ilicn  in  the 
treasury,  that  he  ohall  sLite  the  amount  ol  such  trust  funds 
so  paid  into  the  trea.-ury  and  not  expended  as  afon^said,  un- 
der each  of  such  trusts  respe<-tively ;  and  that  said  Sei  rctary 
of  the  Treasury  shall,  at  the  same  time,  reiiort  lot.'ongress  a 
statement  of  all  the  out'taiiding  warrants  drawn  anainst  the 
treasurj  and  not  paidatlliccoinmcucementof  thi'  said'liscal 
year,  staling  the  amounts  of  each  of  said  warrants,  and  the 
accoiinLs  on  which  the  same  were  drawn,  and  whether  the 
same  were  or  were  not  drawn  on  account  of  trust  funds 


which  had  been  before  paid  into  the  treasury;  and  also  the 
amount  of  the  public  debt  at  the  commencement  of  such 
fiscal  year ;  and  that  the  said  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall, 
ajinually  thereafter,  make  to  Congress,  at  the  conniience- 
mentof  each  regular  session  thereof,  a  similar  report,  having 
relation  to  the  commencement  of  the  then  current  fiscal  year. 
.\nd  the  said  report  shall  be  contained  in  and  made  a  part  of 
the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
finances  of  the  country. 

Sec.  6.  Jind  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  President,  each 
of  the  heads  of  departmeiUs,  and  all  the  oliicers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  who,  as  such  officers  or  heads  of  departments, 
shall,  at  the  commencement  of  said  fiscal  year,  hold  ot  con- 
trol any  moneys,  securities,  or  other  valuable  thing  in  trust, 
under  imy  law  or  treaty  of  the  United  States,  be  and  they 
are  hereby,  directf  d  to  reportto  Congress,  at  its  next  session, 
the  nature  and  character  of  each  of  said  trusts,  when  and 
how  the  same  was  created,  and  the  amount  of  moneys  and 
description  of  the  securities  or  other  valuable  thing  which 
have  been  at  any  time,  and  were  at  the  commencement  of 
the  said  fiscal  year,  held  or  controlled,  and  the  receipts  and 
payments  on  account  thereof;  and  that  all  such  otiicers  and 
heads  of  departments  who  have,  during  the  precedingfiscal 
year,  held  or  controlled  any  trust  funds  or  property,  shall, 
annually  thereafter,  at  the  commencefiient  of  each  regular 
session  of  Congress,  make  a  report  to  Congress  containing  a 
full  and  accurate  statement  and  account  of  their  doings,  re- 
ceipts, and  expenditures,  during  the  preceding  fiscal  year, 
on  account  of  each  of  tlie  trusts  committed  to  or  executed 
by  them. 

Mr.  HALL  said,  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  object 
which  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  proposed 
to  accomplish  by  this  bill  and  amendments,  and  the 
object  which  he  (Mr.  H.)  had  in  view  in  the  amend- 
ment which  he  offered,  were  substantially  the  same. 
Both  of  them  desired  to  obtain  hereafter  more 
accurate  and  intelligible  statements  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  in  regard  to  the  condition  of 
the  finances  of  the  country.  For  that  purpose,  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  reported  this 
bill,  requiring  that  all  the  moneys  belonging  to  the 
United  States  should,  immediately  after  they  were 
received  by  the  officers  whose  duty  it  was  to  receive 
them,  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States, 
without  any  deduction  on  account  of  salaries,  or 
expenses  of  any  other  kind  whatsoever.  Now, 
his  amendment  proposed  that,  with  the  commence- 
rnent  of  this  new  system  proposed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  there  should  commence 
a  system  of  reports  which  should  show,  more  dis- 
tinctly than  had  hitherto  been  shown,  the  amount 
of  money  in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  the 
amount  which  belonged  absolutely  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  amount  held  in  trust  by  the  United 
Slates,  for  the  benefit  of  Indian  tribes,  or  for  any 
other  purpose  whatsoever.  He  desired,  further- 
more, that  these  reports  should  be' contained  in  the 
annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  condition  of  our  finances. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  liad  told 
the  House  yesterday,  in  reference  to  the  reports 
which  this  amendment  sought,  that,  if  he  (Mr.  H.) 
would  turn  to  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,  he  would  find  the  statetnent  of  all 
the  information  which  he  asked  for.  But  he  de- 
sired that  this  report,  which  had  relation  to  the 
finances  of  the  country,  should  be  embraced  in  the 
annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
that  the  whole  of  it  should  be  included  in  a  single 
document,  and  that  document  be  so  plain  and  intel- 
ligible that  gentlemen  who  came  to  this  House  for 
the  first  time  could  have  some  idea,  at  least,  upon 
reading  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  of  the  true  state  of  the  finances  of  the 
country.  Gentlemen  who,  like  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  for  twenty  years,  had  occupied 
seats  on  this  floor,  might  be  able  to  learn  something 
of  the  condition  of  the  finances  from  the  annual 
reports  made  on  that  suliject;  but  he  was  not 
ashamed  to  confess,  that  he  had  examined  these 
documents  with  some  care,  and  had  not  been  able 
to  come  to  any  conclusion  satisfactory  to  himself 
on  the  suliject.  For  example:  when  he  saw  the 
statement  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that 
the  amount  of  moneys  remaining  in  the  ti-easury 
at  the  commencement  of  the  present  fiscal  year 
was  but  1,1,700,000,  or  something  more,  and  when 
he  knew  the  fact  that  the  Secretary  had  slated,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  last  session,  that  it  was 
necessary  that  four  millions  should  be  kept  con- 
stantly in  the  treasury,  in  order  to  carry  on  success- 
fitUy  the  operations  of  the  Government,  he  had  fell 
some  inclination  to  inquire  further  into  this  matter, 
and  to  see  whether  there  might  not  be  some  mis- 
take in  relation  to  the  amount  of  money  actually 
in  the  treasury  of  the  United  States.  On  looking 
into  the  Secretary '.s  account  of  the  receipt.^  and 
expenditures,  he  found  that,  in  giving  these  re- 
j  ceipls,  the  Secretary  had  excluded  !0i3,]9.'3,2(IO,  the 
1  avails  of  treasury  notes  and  loan,  wliich  he  had 


stated  to  have  been  funded,  and  which  were  ex- 
cluded on  that  ground.  Now,  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  could  perhaps  inform  the  House 
why  the  Secretary  should  exclude  from  the  amount 
of  the  receipts  for  the  year  thiis  p,19.3,200.  As 
Ivp  understood  it,  no  treasury  note  could  be  issued 
unless  the  amount  was  paid  into  the  treasury,  or 
unless  they  were  paid  out  to' the  public  creditors 
in  discharge  of  the  public  debt;  and  therefore,  in 
his  judgment,  the  whole  amount  of  these  treasury 
notes  and  loans  should  be  regarded  as  receipts  into 
the  tseasury,  and  this  $3,193,200  should  not  have 
been  excluded  from  this  statement  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

But,  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  himself  further 
in  relation  to  this  matter,  he  had  gone  to  the  office 
of  the  public  printers,  and  found  there  the  state- 
ment of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  during  the  same  period,  and  there 
he  found  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  had  included 
this  $3,193,200  as  a  portion  of  the  receipts  into  the 
treasury  during  the  last  fiscal  year.  He  had  in-  ■ 
eluded  this  amount,  although  it  had  been  excluded 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Again:  he  found,  upon  a  further  examination  of 
that  report,  there  was  a  considerable  difference  be- 
tween the  statement  imade  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  amounts  paid  on  the  civil  list, 
foreign  intercourse,  miscellaneous.  War  Depart- 
ment, Navy  Department,  and  public  debt,  and  the 
statement  made  by  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  and 
annexed  to  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  He  had  made  inquiries  at  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  and  was  informed  that  these  differ- 
ences were  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  outstanding 
warrants  and  the  trust  funds  included  in  the  one 
and  excluded  from  the  other  of  these  statements. 
Now,  he  desired  that  these  reports  should  be  made 
in  such  a  manner  that  they  should  not  send  forth 
to  the  country,  issuing  from  the  same  department, 
two  separate  statements  of  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures, differing  by  millions. 

He  would  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  committee 
by  going  through  and  stating  all  the  differences 
between  the  statements  of  these  two  officers.  He 
confessed,  after  he  had  heard  the  explanation  of  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  he  had  not  been  able  to 
account  for  the  whole  of  the  discrepancy.  There 
were  other  discrepancies  between  these  reports 
which  had  not  been  explained,  and  which  he  ap- 
prehended could  noi  be  satisfactorily  explained. 
In  the  first  place,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
in  his  annual  report  on  the  finances,  page  39,  gave 
the  amount  paid  on  account  of  the  public  debt  du- 
ring the  last  fiscal  yeecv  at  $3,522,082  37 ;  at  page 
67  he  gave  the  amount  of  the  public  debt  paid 
during  the  same  period  at  $6,722,021  39;  and  the 
Register,  in  his  statement,  gave  the  amount  at 
$6,719,282;  so  that  here  were  three  statements  of 
the  same  thing  emanating  from  the  same  depart- 
ment, all  dili'erent  in  amount,  and  covering  precise- 
ly the  same  period.  Now,  there  might  be  some 
explanation  of  it.  Perhaps  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  could  give  some  explanation.  He 
hoped  there  was  nothing  wrong,  for  the  sake  of  the 
Secretary,  and  he  hoped  so  for  the  sake  of  the 
country;  for,  if  common  fame  did  not  do  the  Sec- 
retary injustice,  there  was  nothing  in  his  past  his- 
tory or  his  present  pecuniary  condition  that,  in 
caseof  wrong,  would  give  tothecountry  the  slight- 
est promise  of"  indemnity  for  the  past"  or  "  se- 
curity for  the  future." 

Again,  the  Secretary,  at  page  43  of  his  report, 
gave  the  amount  paid  on  account  of  the  public 
debt  from  December  1,  1846,  to  December  1,  1847, 
at  $10,480,362  14.  This  was  for  the  twelve  months 
ending  December  1,  1847.  Now,  at  page  67  of 
the  same  report,  he  gave  the  amount  jiaid  on  the 
same  account,  for  the  seventeen  months  ending  on 
the  .same  day  at  $9,261,259  08,  making  the  amount 
paid  for  seventeen  months  more  than  one  millicm 
less  than  the  amount  paid  in  twelve  out  oT  those 
seventeen  months. 

This  was  a  matter  which,  to  him,  appeared  to 
require  correction;  and  he  desired  to  have,  in  one 
report,  that  should  be  intelligible  in  it.self,  a  full 
statement  of  thecondition  of  our  finances,  in  such 
a  manner  that  every  member  of  Congress,  whether 
he  had  been  here  before  or  not,  could  obtain  from 
it  something  like  an  accurate  idea  of  the  condititTn 
of  the.  finances  of  the  country. 

In  reference  to  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  McKay, 
that  the  subject  of  this  amendment  was  an  appro- 
priate one  for  a  resolution,  he  said  he  apprehended 
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it  should  be  introduced  into  some  bill  by  way  of 
annendment,  or  else  be  made  the  subject  of  a  separate 
bill,  so  that  not  only  on  the  1st  of  July  next,  but 
annually  thereafter,  a  full  statement  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  treasury  and  of  the  trust  funds  should  be 
made  to  Congress,  as  contemplated  by  his  amend- 
ment. 

Why  should  they,  for  the  purpose  of  determin- 
ing the  amount  of  trust  funds  held  by  the  Govern- 
ment, be  compelled  to  go  to  the  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  a  document  which 
was  not  printed  or  sent  out  to  the  people  in  con- 
nection with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  finances?  But,  if  they  looked  to 
that  document,  it  struck  him  that  the  result  would 
be  equally  unsatisfactory.  The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  had  told  him  he  should  find  in  th.at 
document  the  statement  which  he  desired.  He 
found  here  a  statement  of  the  stocks  held  on  ac- 
count of  the  Indians,  and  he  thought  this  statement 
would  of  itself  show  the  necessity  of  having  some 
annual  report  from  those  ollcers  who  held  moneys 
in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indian  tribes.  Why, 
was  there  any  court  of  equity  in  this  Union  which 
did  not  require  annually  a  report  of  every  trustee 
holding  funds  under  its  orders,  of  the  condition  of 
the  funds,  and  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
during  the  year.?  And  should  Congress,  who  stood 
here  as  the  guardians  of  the  Indian  tribes,  require 
less  from  our  own  officers,  who  held  these  funds 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  and  for  whose  acts 
the  United  States  were,  or  ought  to  be,  responsible. 
In  running  over  this  account  of  stocks  held  by  the 
Government,  he  perceived  that  there  were  stocks 
of  the  State  of  Alabama  held  for  the  Cherokees, 
to  the  amdlint  of  ^00,000,  in  a  single  item,  for 
which  the  trustee  of"  these  Indians  seemed  to  have 
paid  the  par  value.  He  did  not  know  how  it  might 
have  been  at  the  time  when  this  investment  was 
made,  but  he  was  well  satisfied  that  now  {hese 
stocks  would  bring  nothing  like  their  par  value. 

There  was  also  an  investment  to  a  large  amount 
in  Indiana  stocks,  for  which  a  premium  had  been 
paid.  These  stocks  had  been  sold  during  the  last 
year  for  thirty -five  cents  on  the  dollar.  These  and 
other  statements  contained  in  these  reports,  show- 
ed the  necessity  of  a  full  annual  statement  of  these 
trust  funds,  and  of  the  investments  made  on  ac- 
count of  the  different  trusts. 

But,  again,  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
as  he  understood  him,  said  that  he  would  find  in 
this  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
a  statement  of  the  whole  amount  of  moneys  in  the 
treasury  on  account  of  trust  funds. 

Mr.  McKAY  (Mr.  H.  yielding)  explained  that 
he  had  said  the  gentleman  would  find  the  amount 
held  by  the  Government  in  trust.  He  did  not  say 
the  moneys  were  in  the  treasury. 

Mr.  HALL  (resuming)  said  that  was  one  object 
which  he  had  in  view  in  offering  his  amendment, 
that  the  House  might  see  the  amount  in  the  treas- 
ury as  well  as  that  held  by  officers.  Here  was  a 
statement  showing  the  amount  provided  for  by 
Indian  treaties,  which  must  be  considered  in  the 
treasury,  and  for  which  the  Government  was  pay- 
ing five  or  six  per  cent,  interest,  to  be  some  ^5,- 
273,000.  Now,  he  would  like  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  if  this  was  not 
properly  a  portion  of  our  public  debt.'  If  we  did 
not  owe  this  amount  to  these  Indian  tribes,  and  on 
which  we  are  paying  interest  under  a  law  making 
permanent  appropriations  ? 

Mr.  McKAY  (Mr.  H.  yielding)  said  he  had 
stated  yesterday,  that  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs  showed  the  amount  held 
by  the  Government  on  trust  for  the  Indian  tribes 
which  had  been  invested.  With  regard  to  that 
which  was  not  invested,  which  was  five  millions 
and  over,  of  course  tire  Government  paid  the  inter- 
est upon  it,  and  there  was  no  doubt  but  it  formed 
a  part  of  the  public  debt  of  the  cocintiy.  He  had 
also  stated,  that  upon  referring  to  the  Indian  ap- 
propriation bills,  the  gentleman  would  see  that 
large  sums  were  appropriated  expressly  for  the 
purpose  of  meeting  the  inteiest  upon  these  several 
sums.  For  instance,  the  Government  negotiated 
a  treaty  with  Indian  tribes,  in  which  it  agreed  to 
pay  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  promised  to  invest  it;  but  instead 
of  investing  it,  it  paid  the  interest.  The  money 
tvas  not  in  the  treasury,  but  the  Government  was 
debtor  to  that  amount. 

Mr.  HALL  said  that  was  what  he  supposed. 
He  would  like  further  to  inquire  whether  this 


^5,273j000  was  included  in  the  amount  of  public 
debt  existing  on  the  1st  December,  as  stated  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  page  44? 
Mr.  McKAY  replied,  that  it  was  not  included. 
It  did  not  form  a  portion  of  what  was  called  the 
public  debt. 

Mr.  HALL  (resuming)  said  he  had  been  led  to 
suppose  that  it  was  not  included  in  the  Secretary's 
statement;  but  it  was,  as  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  admitted,  and  as  must  be  very  evident  to 
every  gentleman  at  the  first  glance,  a  part  of  the 
public  debt.  Why,  then,  was  it  not  stated?  This 
one  item  added  over  §5,000,000  to  the  amount  of 
the  debt  of  the  United  States,  as  stated  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

In  conclusion,  he  remarked  that  he  had  intended, 
on  a  former  occasion,  to  have  gone  through  with 
an  examination  of  these  reports  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  and  the  Register,  and  shown  the 
discrepancies  which  existed  between  them,  and 
asked  from  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  some  ex- 
planation in  regard  to  them.  But  he  felt  it  would 
be  out  or  place  now,  when  the  simple  question 
before  the  committee  was  upon  the  amendment 
which  he  had  oflfered.  He  hoped  this  amendment 
would  be  adopted,  or  else  that  this  bill,  with  the 
amendment  he  proposed,  would  be  referred  back 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that  they 
might  report  some  more  suitable  provision,  that 
would  bring  before  the  House  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  clear,  distinct,  intelligible  state- 
ments, annually,  of  the  condition  of  the  treasury 
and  of^the  finances  of  the  country. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  wished  to  say  one  word  in  reply 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York.  Very  many  of 
the  objects  which  that  gentleman  sought  were  ex- 
ceedingly proper,  but  they  were  not  proper  here. 
He  admitteit,  with  the  gentleman,  that  there  was 
very  great  difficulty  in  understandings  from  the 
way  in  which  the  accounts  were  given  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  the  financial  condition  of 
the  country;  but  gentlemen  ought  not  to  be  aston- 
ished at  that,  for  he  believed  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  did  not  understand  it  himself.  We  had 
found  him  correcting  his  reports  by  millions,  and 
no  doubt  he  would  have,  to  correct  further  before 
Congress  adjourned. 

But  this  bill  sought  one  important  object,  and 
he  thought  it  ought  to  be  disembarrassed  with  the 
numerous  provisions  of  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York.  This  bill  sought  simply 
to  put  all  the  money  into  the  public  treasury,  and 
draw  it  from  the  public  treasury  by  law,  accord- 
ing to  the  requirements  of  the  Constitution,  so 
as  to  get  rid  of  the  difficulty  of  spending  two  or 
three  millions  without  authority  of  law ,  as  we  no w 
did.  A  large  class  of  our  revenue  officers  and  re- 
ceivers of  public  moneys  received  compensations 
which  were  fixed  without  authority  of  law.  They 
were  not  brought  before  the  Congress  of  the  na- 
tion; they  could  not  judge  of  the  propriety  of  their 
compensation  or  of  their  efficiency.  This  bill 
brought  the  regulation  of  their  salaries  and  their 
duties  under  the  control  of  Congress,  and  enabled 
them  to  place  a  correction  upon  frauds  here  as  well 
as  elsewhere. 

The  object  of  the  gentleman  was  exceedingly 
proper  in  calling  for  information;  but  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  was  correct  in  saying,  if 
you  would  wade  through  the  various  documents, 
very  much  of  the  information  the  gentleman,  sought 
would  be  found  to  be  now  provided  for  by  law; 
and  what  further  was  necessary  could  be  called  for 
by  resolution. 

Mr.  HALL  (Mr.  T.  yielding)  inquired  if  they 
could  procure  these  statements  annually  by  a  reso- 
lution of  inquiry? 

Mr.  TOOMBS  replied  that  each  Congress  could 
do  it. 

Mr.  HALL  said  it  was  necessary  that  they 
should  have  these  reports  annually. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  (resuming)  repeated  that  there 
were  provisions  of  existing  law  which  answered 
the  purposes  of  the  requisition  of  the  amendment; 
therefore  it  was  wholly  unnecessary.  He  thought 
the  amendment  arose  in  part  from  gentleman  hav- 
ing failed  to  give  sufficient  attention  to  the  docu- 
ments. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  re- 
quired by  law  to  make  many  of  these  statements. 
These  trust  funds  could  all  be  arrived  at  if  the  gen- 
tleman would  take  the  trouble  to  examine  the  laws 
of  the  land  which  stood  upon  treaties. 

Mr.  HALL  inquired  how  long  it  would  take  the 
genliemaa  from  Georgia  to  satisfy  himself  of  the 


amount  of  trust  funds  held  by  the  Government, 
the  disposition  that  had  been  made  of  them,  and 
their  present  state? 

Mr.  TOOMBS  said  it  would  be  difficult  thus  to 
accomplish  what  the  gentleman  desired.  If  the  gen- 
tleman thought  the  laws  prescribing  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  were  not  sufficiently  ex- 
plicit, he  should  have  no  objsction  to  the  gentle- 
man's ititroducing  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of  doing 
that  which  he  sought  to  do  by  this  amendment, 
but  which  was  not  appropriate  to  this  bill.  Much 
of  the  difficulty  arose  from  the  inattention  of  gen- 
tlemen, and  in  consequence  of  their  not  taking  the 
trouble  to  ascertain  the  facts  in  connection  with  the 
revenue  of  the  country.  The  question  should  first 
be  examined  and  reported  upon  by  a  committee. 
It  was  too  large  a  question  to  be  decided  upon  by 
this  House  without  such  preparatory  examination, 
and  he  was  not  disposed  to  act  upon  it  at  the  in- 
stance of  any  gentleman  without  being  satisfied 
that  it  had  been  investigated  fully.  He  preferred 
that  a  committee  should  be  instructed  to  bring  in  a 
bill.  It  was  a  question  to  which  perhaps  no  gen- 
tleman there  had  paid  sufficient  attention,  and 
therefore  he  objected  to  the  proposed  amendment 
of  this  bill,  for  neither  the  House  nor  a  committee 
had  had  an  opportunity  to  examine  and  ascertain 
that  it  was  just  and  proper. 

Mr.  HUDSON  concurred  with  many  of  the  re- 
marks which  had  fallen  from  the  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  Toombs,] 
but  he  differed  entirely  with  him  on  one  position 
which  he  had  assumed — namely,  that  this  amend- 
ment was  irrelevant  to  the  bill  under  consideration. 
If  he  understood  the  bill,  it  related  to  the  finances 
of  the  country.  It  provided  that  the  sum  collected 
from  imposts  should  be  returned  to  the  treasury, 
and  that  the  officers  engaged  in  these  collections 
should  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury.  This,  of 
course,  would  involve  some  change,  a  considerable 
change,  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  on  the  subject  of  the  finances;  and 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  by  his  amendment, 
proposed  to  require  the  Secretary  to  say  in  his 
report  some  things  in  detail  which  were  now  stated 
in  gross,  and  that  he  should  give  us  a  more  dis- 
tinct view  of  the  different  funds  which  were  held 
by  him  or  by  other  officers  of  the  Government. 
Now,  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  was  perfectly  legiti- 
mate, when  the)'  were  changing  the  basis  of  the 
Secretary's  estimates,  to  require  from  him  esti- 
mates which  he  had  never  made  before,  and  to 
require  him  to  make  others  in  some  particular  way; 
and  he  therefore  could  not  perceive  that  there  could 
be  any  solid  objection  made  to  this  amendment. 
The  gentleman  himself  admitted  that  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  for  the  present  year  had  been  of  such 
a  character  that  it  was  impossible  for  any  of  them 
to  understand  it  fully.  In  other  parts  of  his  re- 
marks, the  gentleman  had  intimated,  that  with  a 
little  industry,  any  one  would  be  enabled  to  under- 
stand not  only  the  state  of  the  treasury  proper,  but 
to  ascertain  and  understand  the  condition  of  all  the 
trust  funds,  spread  as  they  were  through  various 
laws,  and  recognized  by  various  treaties.  This, 
said  the  gentleman,  a  little  industry  would  make 
perfectly  plain.  Now,  he  (Mr.  H.)  admitted  that 
gentleman's  industry  and  great  power  of  endu- 
rance; but  he  confessed  that  for  himself  the  task 
was  not  so  easy;  and  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  McKay,]  familiar  as  he  had  long 
been  with  the  subject,  had  likewise  confessed  how 
difficult  he  found  it  fully  to  understand  all  the  Sec- 
retary's report.  And  why  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Tooribs]  should  object  to  this  pro- 
vision, requiring  the  Secretary  to  make  his  report 
more  in  detail  and  with  greater  plainness,  was, 
Mr.  H.  confessed,  more  thap  he  could  discover: 
certainly  the  gentleman  did  not  wish  the  reports 
to  be  continued  as  unintelligible  as  they  were  at 
present. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  required  nothing 
more  than  than  the  funds  should  be  explained  dis- 
tinctly and  separately.  We  had  now  the  singular 
spectacle  of  two  or  three  reports,  containing  state- 
ments of  different  funds,  respecting  whirli  differ- 
ent views  and  opinions  had  been  ex|ircsscd  by  the 
same  officer.  Y'es,  he  could  produce  reports  of  the 
same  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  respecting  par- 
ticular funds,  which  did  not  agree.  Now,  he 
asked,  how  was  this?  Oh,  the  trust  funds  were 
included  in  one  case,  which  were  not  in  another. 
Now,  how,  he  asked,  could  any  committee  com- 
prehend reports  which  stated  the  funds  in  different 
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ways?  And  the  members  of  the  House  who  had 
not  plodded  tlirough  all  the  treaties  to  find  out  the 
state  and  condition  of  these  funds  would  find  it 
almost  impossible  to  explain  these  differences.  But 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  could  in  a  short  time 
funiisli  a  document  which  would  convey  the  intel- 
ligence clearly  and  satisfactorily. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Toombs] 
suggested,  that  this  information  could  be  embraced 
in  a  resolution  of  inquiry,  and  thus  they  could 
obtain  all  the  information  they  desired.  Of  reso- 
lutions calling  for  information,  they  had  had  some 
experience.  It  was  well  known  that  a  resolution 
calling  for  information  must,  under  the  rule,  lie  on 
the  table  for  one  day.  Well,  it  then  went  on  the 
docket,  and  was  never  reached.  They  had  reso- 
lution on  resolution  now  on  the  docket,  which  had 
not  been  reached  thus  far,  and  perhaps  never  would 
be;  or  if  they  were,  at  the  end  of  some  months, 
and  then  adopted,  some  six  or  eight  weeks  more 
perhaps  would  elapse  before  they  were  responded 
to;  whereas,  the  only  value  of  much  of  the  infor- 
mation thus  called  for  was  in  having  it  immediately 
for  the  regulation  of  the  action  of  the  House. 

It  seemed  to  him,  that  this  was  the  appropriate 
bill  wherein  to  provide  for  the  furnishing  of  the 
information  which  they  desired,  and  that  they 
should  not  rely  on  calls,  to  which  gentlemen  knew 
well  how  easy  it  was  to  give  the  go-by.  In  short, 
he  could  not  see  any  valid  objection  to  it. 

It  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Toombs,]  that  this  amendment  involved  a 
great  principle.  Now  he  (Mr.  H.)  could  not  see 
any  vital  principle  involved;  and  that  it  should 
contain  such  a  principle,  was  more  than  he  could 
comprehend.  He  knew  not  how  far  into  the  mi- 
nuticE  this  amendment  would  require  the  Secretary 
to  go;  but  he  apprehended,  be  it  more  or  less, 
there  was  no  constitutional  question  involved. 

He  hoped  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  would  be  adopted.  No  harm  could 
arise  from  it,  but  great  good  would  be  accom- 
plished; and  it  appeared  to  him  that  this  was  both 
the  proper  time  and  place  to  introduce  it.  Besides, 
it  would  give  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  an 
opportunity  to  make  his  report  more  intelligi- 
ble. 

Mr.  McKAY  did  not  propose  to  follow  the  ex- 
ample set  him  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
by  going  into  an  examination  of  the  state  of  the 
treasury.  On  some  other  occasion,  he  trusted  to 
have  the  opportunity  to  do  so,  and  of  showing  his 
views  as  to  who  was  wrong  and  who  was  right. 
One  oiijection  which  he  had  to  this  amendment 
was,  that  it  sought  to  obtain  information  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  heads  of  de- 
partments were  now  required  to  furnish.  He  then 
proceeded  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
a  series  of  documents  which  were  now  required  to 
be  prepared  for  the  use  of  Congress  at  each  session, 
by  authority  of  laws,  some  of  which  date  as  far 
back  as  1791.  He  enumerated  some  of  these  doc- 
uments, and  described  their  peculiar  characters, 
and  staled  how  necessary  their  consolidation  had 
become.  This  he  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
attempt  at  an  early  day,  in  order  that  these  various 
provisions  of  law,  by  being  imbodied  in  one  enact- 
ment, might  be  both  accessible  and  intelligible.  He 
wanted  no  mystery  about  the  aflairs  of  this  Gov- 
ernment. They  should  be  so  conducted  that  all 
could  readily  understand  them,  and  thus  be  made 
unlike  the  embarrassed  and  broken-down  Govern- 
ments of  Europe.  He  hoped  the  amendment 
would  not  be  agreed  to,  for  it  was  out  of  place; 
and  he  pledged  himself,  at  an  early  period  of  the 
session,  to  attempt  to  accomplish  all  the  gentleman 
desired  in  the  way  to  which  he  had  adverted. 
The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 
Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  aside, 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations lor  the  current  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Indian  Department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty 
stipulations  with  the  various  Indian  tribes  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  184!). 
The  motion  wa."*  agreed  to. 
Then,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  DONNELL,  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  which  it  had 
considered  and  perfected,  and  progress  on  the  In- 
dian bill. 

The  bill  reported  from  the  committee  was  taken 
up  in  the  House,  the  amendments  made  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union  were 
agreed  to  under  the  operation  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion, and,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  it  was 


ordered   to   be  engrossed,  and  was  read  ew  third 
time,  and  passed. 

JETHRO  wood's  PATENT. 

Mr.  CRISFIELD  moved  the  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  laying  on  the  table  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Jeihro  Wood. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CRISFIELD  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  they  were  not  ordered. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COCKE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vole  of 
yesterday,  by  which  a  memorial  of  the  officers  of 
the  army  in  Mexico  was  laid  on  the  table,  for  the 
purpose  of  having  it  referred  to  a  standing  com- 
mittee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  memorial 
referred  accordingly. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
milling  a  copy  of  the  constitution  of  the  State  Gov- 
ernment formed  by  the  people  of  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin,  in  convention  assembled,  in  pursuance 
of  an  act  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  to  enable 
the  people  of  Wisconsin  Territory  to  form  a  con- 
stitution and  State  Government  for  the  admission 
of  such  State  into  the  Union,"  approved  August 
6,  1846;  also,  the  documents  accompanying  the 
Constitution,  which  were  transmitted  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  convention  to  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 
The  following  memorials  and  petitipns  were  pre- 
sented under  the  rule,  and  referred: 

By  Ml-.  TWEEDY:  Tlie  petition  of  William  Teal!  and  53 
otliers,  citi^ciiri  of  Wisconsin,  asking  ;ui  appropriation  of 
$5,0U0  on  the  road  from  Port  Washington  to  Dekoree,  in 
Wisconsin.  Also,  the  petition  of  John  B.  Smith  and  81  oth- 
ers, for  a  heacon-light  on  the  North  Government  I'ier,  at  the 
mouth  cjf  the  Milvvaukie  river.  Also,  the  petition  of  George 
Jl.  Smith  and  31)0  others,  for  an  appropriation  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  liarhor  at  Sheboygan,  Wisconsin  Terri- 
tory. Also,  the  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the 
Territory  of  Wi^consin,  approved  February  23,  1848,  pray- 
ing for  an  appropriation  for  a  light-house  at  Poit  Washing- 
ton, in  said  'JVrritory,  and  for  the  survey  of  the  harbor  at 
that  place.  Also,  a  like  memorial,  approved  same  day,  for 
an  appropriation  of  $17,316  to  complete  the  improvement  of 
the  Grant  rivur  Slough,  at  Potosi,  Wisconsin.  Also,  the  me- 
morial of  James  Johnson  and  others,  physicians  and  drug- 
gists alMilwaiikie,  Wisconsin,  praying  for  the  passage  of  an 
act  providing  for  the  inspection  of  all  articles  imported  for 
medical  use,  and  for  the  forleiture  and  destruction  of  any 
such  articles  which  shall  be  found  to  he  adulterated  or 
spurious.  Also,  the  petition  of  Tallmadge  Elwell  and  97 
others,  of  Oaklield,  Fon  du  Lac  county,  Wisconsin,  iiraying 
for  the  reduction  of  the  postage  on  all  newspapers  to  one 
cent,  payable  on  every  paper  at  the  office  from  which  the 
same  may  be  taken  out.  Also,  (he  petition  of  Charles  Moody 
and  107  others,  residents  on  the  even-numbered  sections  on 
the  Milwaukie  and  Itock  River  Canal  Grant,  praying  for  the 
passage  of  an  act  reducing  the  price  of  said  lands  to  ifl  25 
per  acre  ;  providing  for  Ihi;  sale  thereof  in  October,  1849,  to 
the  rightful  claimants;  dividing  half  and  fractional  quarter- 
sections  among  two  or  more  separate  claimants,  and  for  the 
repayment,  in  money  or  in  land,  of  the  excess  over  $1  25 
per  acre  paid  for  such  of  these  lands  as  may  have  been 
already  sold  to  the  purchasers.  Also,  the  petition  of  Nathan 
W.  Mower  and  'JS  others,  residents  on  the  even-numbered 
sections  on  the  Milwaukie  and  Rock  River  Canal  Grant,  for 
the  reduction  of  the  price  thereof  to  $1  25  per  acre,  and  for 
the  sale  thereof  at  an  early  day,  subject  to  preemption,  to 
the  settlers,  and  for  lel'unding  to  the  former  purchasers  the 
excefs  paid,  in  money  or  in  land. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois:  The  petition  of  U.  E.  Robin- 
son and  others,  praying  a  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  from  Cairo  to  Chicago,  and  to  the  Upper 
Mississippi.  Also,  resolutions  of  a  public  meeting  in  the 
county  of  Franklin,  Illinois,  favorable  to  a  grant  of  land  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Cairo  to  Chicago, 
and  thence  to  the  UpporMississippi. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thuusdav,  March  16,  1848. 
Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  res- 
olution passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  in  favor  of  extending  the  port  of  New 
Orleans,  so  as  to  embrace  the  city  of  Lafayette,  in 
that  State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

PETITIONS. 
Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  memorial  of  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing that  the  circuit  duties  of  the  Judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  may  not  be  suspended;  which  was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  submitted   addi- 
tional documents  relating  to  the  petition  of  John 


Johnson  and  others;  which  were  referred  to  tlio 
Committee  on  Indian  AfTaii's. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  iwo  memorials  from  J.  New- 
ton, proposing  a  line  of  mail  steamers  between  the 
cities  of  New  York  and  Vera  Cruz,  and  between  • 
New  Orleans  and  Vera  Cruz.  Mr.  N.  agrees  to 
perform  the  duty  for  1^250,000  per  year,  in  monthly 
instalments;  the  vessels  to  be  such  as  will  be  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Navy  Department,  and  shall  ie 
suited  for  war  steamers;  and  says  he  is  prepared 
to  enter  upon  the  service  at  twenty  days'  notice 
with  a  first  class  steamship  of  1,450  tons,  unsur- 
passed by  any  steamship  in  the  United  Slates  in 
model,  strength,  or  fitness  for  the  service  named. 
He  also  proposes  to  establish  a  line  between  New 
Orleans  and  Vera  Cruz,  for  ten  years,  for  $135,000 
per  annum,  in  monthly  instalments. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Grinnell,  Mintuui&Co., 
and  others,  merchants  and  importers  in  New  York, 
praying  the  reimbui-sement  of  certain  import  duties 
paid  by  them,  and  the  enactment  of  a  law  making 
allowance  in  the  payment  of  duties,  for  wastage  on 
merchandise  arriving  in  the  United  States;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BENTON  present-ed  a  memorial  of  import- 
ing merchants  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  praying  to 
be  relieved  from  the  operation  of  certain  restric- 
tions, imposed  by  the  existing  tariff,  on  merchan- 
dise imported  in  that  city  through  the  port  of  New 
Orleans;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  the  petition  of  James 
G.  Carson,  praying  the  confirmation  of  his  title  to 
certain  lands  in  Louisiana;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
corporation  of  the  City  of  Washington,  praying 
certain  amendments  of  their  charier;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  presented  the  petition  of  Lew- 
is Kennedy,  and  Henry  Gaither  and  Company, 
praying  permission  to  erect  saw-mills  on  a  certain 
tract  of  land  belonging  to  the  United  States;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ALLEN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  the  chiefs  and  delegation  of 
the  Wyandot  nation  of  Indians,  on  the  tiles  of  the  Senate, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Alfairs. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  considered  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to  : 

Raolvcd,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appro- 
priation to  indemnify  the  otficersj  seamen,  and  marines  of 
the  United  States  steam  frigate  Missouri,  for  the  losses  sus- 
tained by  them  by  the  destruction  by  fire  of  the  said  frigate 
at  Gibraltar,  on  the  2d  August,  18-13. 

Mr.  CL-\RKE  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  "  a  despatch  to 
the  Uniti'd  States  consul  at  Monterey,  T.  O.  LarUin,Esq.," 
forwarded  in  November,  1845,  by  Captain  Gillespie  of  the 
marine  corps,  and  which  was,  by  him,  destroyed  before 
entering  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Mr.  NILES  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  comnnini- 
cate  to  the  Senate  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
ministerof  the  United  Stales  at  London, and  any  authorities 
of  the  British  Government,  in  relation  to  a  postal  arrange- 
ment between  the  two  countries. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHISON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  vacancy  in  the  Committee  on  Indian 

Aflairs,  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Sevier,  be  tilled 

by  the  appointment  of  the  Presiding  Olliccr. 

Mr.  CASS,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  joint  resolution 
authorizing  medals  and  certificates  to  be  given  to 
officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular  forces  and  vol- 
unteers for  gallant  conduct  in  battle  during  the  war 
with  Mexico,  reported  it  with  an  amendment. 
DEFICIENCY  BILL. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  prior  or- 
ders were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  resumed  the 
consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  of 
the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  further 
to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the 
service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th  June, 
1848. 

The  question  pending  being  upon  agreeing  to 
the  amendment  proposetl  by  Mr.  Bisnton,  to  strike 
out  the  words  "  the  Papal  Stales,"  in  line  84,  and 
after  "Ecuador,"  in  line  86,  insert  "and  for  a 
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minister  plenipotentiary  to  tlie  Papal  States,"  and 
strike  out  "twenty-two"  and  insert  "thirty-one" — 

Mr.  ATHERTON  remarked  that  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  not  being;  in  his  seat,  he  would  ask 
leave  to  offer  an  amendment. 

Mr.  A.  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ino-,  at  the  close  of  the  63d  line,  "  for  contingent 
'  expenses  in  the  office  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
'  United  States,  five  hundred  dollars;"  which  wo.a 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  A.  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill  by  stri- 
king out,  in  the  138th  line,  the  word  "two"  and 
"inserting  "  three;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  IBREESE  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting,  between  lines  100  and  101,  "  for  com- 
pensation to  eight  additional  clerks  to  be  employsd 
in  the  General  Land  Office,  four  of  them  at  the  rate 
of  twelve  hundred  dollars  per  annum  each,  and  the 
i-emaining  four  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  dollars 
per  annum  each,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

TJje  question  then  being  upon  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Benton,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  mission  to  the  Papal  States — 

Mr.  BENTON.  The  amendment  speaks  for  it- 
,self.  Its  object  is  to  make  the  mission  to  Rome 
a  full  one.  1  desire  that  we  should  send  to  Rome, 
once  the  head  of  the  political  world,  and  for  so  long 
a  period  the  head  of  the  religious  world,  a  minister 
who  might  be  charged  with  other  duties,  so  that  in 
point  of  expenditure  the  amount  would  not  exceed 
that  of  two  chargeships,  the  duties  of  which  would 
be  discharged  by  an  agent  of  a  rank  more  becoming 
the  station  and  the  objects  to  be  accomplished: 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  have  myself  been  unable  to 
see  any  necessity  for  establishing  either  a  charge- 
ship  or  a  full  mission  to  the  Papal  States.  The 
.President,  in  his  message,  recommends  the  estab- 
lishment of  such  a  mission  for  two  reasons:  first, 
on  account  of  what  he  calls  "  recent  interesting 
political  events;"  and  second,  because  attention  to 
the  commerce  of  the  country  requires  it.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  latter  view,  for  more  than  seven- 
ty years,  if  we  have  any  commerce  with  the  Papal 
States,  we  have  -found  it  adequately  protected  with- 
out having  been  under  the  necessity  of  establishing 
such  a  mission.  Sir,  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  with  the  Papal  States  must  be  very  small  in- 
deed. In  fact,  it  is  so  small  that  it  has  never  been 
the  subject  of  distinct  statement,  so  far  as  1  am 
aware,  in  any  accounts  we  have  had  from  any  of 
the  departments  of  the  Government  in  regard  to 
our  intercourse  with  foreign  nations;  and  the  ex- 
ports of  the  United  States  to  the  whole^of  Italy, 
including  the  Papal  States,  scarcely  amount  to  one 
million  of  dollars  a  year.  We  have,  in  the  Papal 
States,  three  consuls.  The  probability  is,  that  the 
whole  amount  of  the  commercial  intercourse  of  the 
United  States  with  these  States,  does  not  amount  to 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year;  and  it  seems 
to  me,  that  so  far  as  the  commercial  interests  of  the 
United  States  are  concerned,  it  would  be  paying  the 
largest  insurance  that  has  been  known  in  commer- 
cial dealings,  if  we  incur  the  expense  either  ofa  full 
mission  or  a  chargeship  for  the  purpose  of  afford- 
ing some  incidental  benefit  or  protection  to  a  com- 
merce not  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
a  year,  already  under  the  charge  of  three  American 
consuls.  It  seems  to  me  very  obvious  that  this 
consideration  has  very  little  weight. 

But  what  is  the  other  reason  assigned  by  the 
President?  The  recent  political  events  wliich  have 
taken  place  in  the  Papal  States,  under  the  direction 
of  the  present  Pope.  In  what  possible  mode,  I 
ask,  do  these  political  events  make  it  necessary 
that  we  should  send  a  minister  to  Rome?  How 
are  we  connected  with  these  political  events?  What 
influence  is  it  expected  that  our  minister  can  exer- 
cise over  these  events,  or  the  party  connected  with 
them;  or  in  what  way  will  this  mission,  politically 
considered,  be  of  service  to  this  country  or  to  the 
Papal  States  ?  What  is  the  character  of  these  po- 
litical events  which  are  now  in  progress  at  Rome? 
Nothing  has  taken  place  which  in  the  least  em- 
braces any  alteration  in  the  form  of  government 
that  has  always  obtained  in  those  States.  The 
present  Pope  is  the  same  absolute  master  of  his 
people  that  all  his  predecessors  in  time  past  have 
been.  He  has  surrendered  none  of  the  absolute 
powers  which  adorn  and  strengthen  the  tiara  which 
lie  wears.  He  has  erected  no  barriers  against  the 
abuse  of  those  powers,  either  by  himself  or  by  his 
successors.  He  stands  now  an  autocrat,  possessed 
of  and  exercising  a  supreme  authority  overall  his 


subjects,  who  are  absolutely  dependant  on  him  for 
every  privilege  they  enjoy — for  every  right  which 
they  exercise — for  every  relaxation  which  has 
been  extended  to  them  from  the  rigid  severity  of 
former  days.  He  is  nothing  in  the  world,  in  com- 
parison with  his  predecessors,  butagood  and  kind 
master  of  his  subjects,  who  are  emphatically  his 
vassals.  He  has  made  no  reform — he  has  made 
no  surrender  of  any  of  the  principles  of  arbitrary 
power — he  has  not  evinced  any  disposition  to 
abridge  the  limits  of  his  authority  in  the  slightest 
degree.  Theuncontrollableauthority  of  that  sceptre 
which  he  wields  is  the  same  unquestionable  and 
unquestioned  dominion  which  has  been  exercised 
by  his  predecessors.  Now,  sir,  what  on  earth  can 
induce  us  at  this  time  to  establish  this  mission  to 
the  Papal  States  ?  Do  we  expect  to  sustain  his 
Holiness  in  pursuing  the  course  which  he  has 
adopted?  Do  we  intend  to  extend  to  him  our 
countenance  and  support?  Why,  in  that  point 
of  view,  I  think  it  may  be  seriously  questioned 
whether  we  do  not  greatly  over-estimate  the  posi- 
tion which. we  occupy,  and  whether  his  Holiness 
will  consider  himself  at  all  obliged  by  our  counte- 
nance and  support. 

In  what  way,  then,  is  this  mission  to  benefit  this 
country  ?  There  is  no  commerce  to  be  protected — 
none  at  least  that  has  not  always  been  amply  pro- 
tected by  the  consuls  of  the  United  States  in  the 
Papal  dominions.  There  is  nothing  in  the  world 
in  the  present  political  condition  of  Rome  which 
makes  such  a  mission  of  the  slightest  importance 
to  us  or  to  her,  considered  in  regard  to  those  polit- 
ical relations  which  may  subsist  between  us  and 
her  as  two  independent  States.  Well,  that  being 
so,  is  not  the  United  States  now  commencing,  in 
the  establishment  of  this  mission,  a  system  to 
which  we  have  been  heretofore  entire  strangers? 
Is  not  this  mission,  in  the  view  of  it  which  I  have 
presented,  merely  a  religious  mission  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  to  the  first  bishop  of  Europe  ? 
Certainly  it  is,  sir.  Although  his  Holiness  is  not 
only  the  first  bishop — the  universal  head  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church,  but  annexes  to  that  the 
character  of  a  secular  prince,  it  must  always  be 
recollected  that  the  Papal  States  are  but  the  appan- 
age attached  to  the  Episcopal  see,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  support  and  dignity  to  his  religious  char- 
acter and  office.  It  is  as  a  spiritual  ruler  that  he 
exercises  his  influence  over  his  dominions.  As  a 
secular  prince,  simply  and  merely,  he  would  be 
nobody.  It  is  his  Holiness  that  governs.  It  is 
the  universal  bishop  of  the  church  that  rules  in 
the  Papal  States.  His  counsellors  are  the  principal 
bishops,  priests,  and  deacons  of  Christendom.  His 
ministers  are  priests.  His  ambassadors  are  priests. 
The  whole  machinery,  control,  and  direction  of 
his  government  stamp  it  as  being  in  every  respect 
a  spiritual  dominion.  Now,  I  admit  that  that  con- 
sideration would  furnish  no  reason  why  the  pro- 
posed mission  should  not  be  established,  if  there 
were  any  great  interests  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try to  be  protected,  or  any  great  object  connected 
with  their  welfare  to  be  achieved  by  it.  But,  so 
far  as  I  am  aware,  there  are  no  such  considerations 
of  policy  to  be  urged  in  this  case.  This  is  simply 
the  sending  forth  of  a  mission  from  the  United 
States  to  the  first  Roman  Catholic  bishop  of  the 
world.  , 

To  such  a  mission,  sir,  I,  for  one,  am  opposed. 
I  wish  for  our  Roman  Catholic  citizens  of  this 
country,  precisely  what  we  all  enjoy,  the  absolute 
and  unqualified  possession  of  all  our  religious 
rights.  They  may  make  themselves  dependent 
upon,  or  believe  themselves  to  be  dependent  upon, 
and  to  be  bound  in  spiritual  submission  to  any  head 
of  their  church  they  please,  here  or  elsewhere;  but 
rely  upon  it,  the  establishment  of  this  mission  will 
be  considered  by  the  great  Protestant  interests  of 
this  country  as  one  undertaken  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  a  new  character  to  that  particular  church 
of  which  the  sovereign  Pontiff  is  the  head.  It  will 
be  regarded  as  placing  him  and  his  church  in  this 
country  upon  a  far  different  footing  from  that  which 
is  occupied  by  other  religious  denominations;  and 
it  will  be  felt  throughout  the  extent  of  this  land 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  in- 
stituted, in  reference  to  this  particular  church,  a 
proceeding  entirely  dissonant  from  its  past  policy; 
and  that  it  has  departed  in  no  small  degree  from 
the  principles  of  universal  toleration  and  that  non- 
intervention in  religious  matters  which  the  Con- 
stitution has  prescribed.  When  we  look,  sir,  at 
the  small  amount  of  the  commerce  of  the  United 


States  with  the  Papal  States,  when  we  consider 
the  absence  of  everything  like  an  effort,  on  the  part 
of  his  Holiness  the  Pope,  to  introduce  the  princi- 
ples of  free  government  in  the  Papal  States,  the 
idea  will  force  itself  on  the  minds  of  all,  that  were 
it  not  for  the  thousands  of  foreign  Roman  Catholic 
voters  in  the  United  States,  the  efforts  of  his  Holi- 
ness to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  his  subjects 
would  have  met  with  less  sympathy,  and  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  with  the  Papal  States 
would  have  attracted  less  solicitude,  from  the  occu- 
pant of  the  White  House. 

I  cannot  vote,  sir,  either  for  the  full  mission  or 
the  chargeship.  I  regard  the  establishment  of 
either  as  involving  a  needless  expenditure  of  mo- 
ney, and  if  not  fraught  with  mischief,  to  be  at  best 
altogether  useless. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  would  just  submit  to 
the  gentleman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions whether  it  would  not  seem  a  little  disparaging 
to  the  other  important  and  respectable  Powers  of 
Europe  to  whom  diplomatic  agents  of  a  lower  grade 
are  sent  if  this  amendment  should  prevail.  Neither 
our  political  nor  commercial  relations  with  the  Pa- 
pal States  bear  the  least  proportion,  I  suppose,  to 
those  we  sustain  to  Portugal,  Denmark,  Sweden, 
Holland,  Belgium,  or  Naples,  to  whom  ministers 
of  a  lower  grade  are  now  sent.  Now,  when  ar- 
ranging our  diplomatic  agents  with  those  Pow- 
ers, including  Austria,  one  of  the  greatest  Powers 
on  the  continent  of  Europe,  why  should  we  pass 
them  by  with  ministers  of  the  second  grade,  and 
give  one  ofa  higher  grade  to  the  Papal  States? 

Mr.  BENTO'N.  In  proposing  to  substitute  for 
a  chargeship  a  full  mission  to  the  Papal  States,  I 
had  not  in  view  the  commerce  we  might  have  in 
the  Tiber.  Our  commerce  is  not  much  greater,  I 
believe,  in  the  Roman  Tiber  than  it  is  in  our  own 
Tiber !  The  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  Dix] 
says  he  has  been  there,  and  that  our  commerce 
there  is  greater  than  that  on  our  own  Tiber,  and  I 
yield  to  his  superior  information  on  the  subject. 
But,  sir,  it  was  not  in  that  point  of  view  that  I  made 
the  amendment,  but  solely  in  a  political  point  of 
view.  In  sending  a  minister  of  the  first  grade  to 
that  city,  with  which  grand  recollections  must  for- 
ever be  associated — which  was  once  the  mistress 
of  the  world,  and  has  been  the  head  of  the  Chris- 
tian church  for  a  long  period — I  look  not  only  to 
the  "  eternal  city"  itself,  but  to  the  whole  of  Italy, 
which  is  most  wonderfully  scant  in  diplomatic  rep- 
resentatives from  the  United  States.  We  have  a 
charge  at  Naples,  and  from  that  point  we  pass  over 
all  that  was  Rome,  at  one  period  even  of  her  best 
days,  and  go  into  cisalpine-Gaul,  before  we  find 
another  diplomatic  representative  of  the  United 
States.  At  the  foot  of  the  Alps  we  have  another 
charge,  and  he  has  just  got  there,  or  is  perhaps  yet 
on  the  way.  1  believe  we  go  to  Turin  before  we 
find  another.  Here  is  a  gap  from  the  gulf  of  Ta- 
rentum  to  the  foot  of  the  Alps,  in  which  we  do  not 
find  a  single  diplomatic  representative  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  an  extent  of  country  containing  how 
many  millions  ?  It  embraces  all  Italy,  with  twenty 
millions  of  people,  divided,  to  be  sure  into  several 
Powers,  but  without  a  single  diplomatic  agent  of 
the  United  States.  Now,  in  sending  a  minister  to 
Rome,  the  head  of  the  Italian  States,  I  consider 
that  we  would  have  a  diplomatic  agent  who  would 
be  in  substance,  if  not  in  form,  a  representative  of 
the  United  States  in  Italy  itself.  It  is  in  that  en- 
larged point  of  view  that  I  have  looked  with  some 
degree  of  interest  to  the  establishment  of  this  mis- 
sion to  Rome  of  a  minister  of  the  highest  rank.  It 
is  certain  that  the  political  movements  alluded  to 
in  the  President's  message,  are  not  confined  to  the 
city  of  Rome,  and  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  eminently 
expedient  and  proper  that  a  full  mission  should  bo 
established.  Having  thus  expressed  the  views  by 
which  I  have  been  influenced  in  offering  the  amend- 
ment, I  leave  it  with  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CASS.  As  the  morning  hour  has  expired, 
I  trust  that  this  bill  will  be  passed  over  informally, 
and  the  ten-regiment  bill  will  be  taken  up. 

The  bill  was  passed  over  informally. 
THE  TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  provision  for  an  addition  to  the  regular 
military  force. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  After  a  very  careful  exami- 
nation, I  have  not  been  able  to  find  a  smgle  argu- 
ment which,  in  my  opinion,  would  justify  the 
passage  of  this  bill  at  this  time,  and  under  existnig 


4^8 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  16, 


circumstances.  I  cannot  but  feel  that  those  who 
have  come  to  a  difl'erent  conclusion  have  over- 
looked the  actual  condition  of  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment and  of  the  Mexican  people,  in  supposing 
that  this  bill  was  necessary  either  to  intimidate  or 
coerce  that  Government  into  a  ratification  of  the 
treaty  recently  acted  upon  here.  If*  that  Govern- 
ment were  strong  and  vigorous,  if  the  people  of 
Mexico  were  united  in  resistance  to  us,  and  capa- 
ble of  sustaining:  a  war  in  the  event  that  the  treaty 
shall  not  be  ratified,  there  might  be  strong  reasons 
for  passing  this  bill.  But  such  is  not  the  case.  On 
the  contrary,  the  very  opposite  is.  The  Govern- 
ment itself  is  little  more  than  a  shadow,  without 
an  army  and  without  revenue;  tiie  people  in  a  state 
of  distraction,  with  a  large  and  powerful  j)arty  in 
opposition  to  the  Government,  and  for  a  continu- 
ance of  the  war — not  in  hostility  to  us,  but  in  hos- 
tility to  their  own  Government,  whicii  they  desire 
should  be  overthrown.  The  Government  itself 
exists  by  our  forbearance,  and  under  our  counte- 
nance; they  have  been  induced  to  treat  with  us 
from  the  dread  of  their  annihilation,  and  we  to  treat 
with  them  from  the  same  consideration.  For, 
strange  as  it  may  appear,  the  very  motive  that  in- 
duced Mexico  to  treat  with  us  induced  us  to  to  treat 
with  her.  She  dreaded  her  annihilation,  and  so 
did  we.  It  is  difficult  to  say  which  would  be  sub- 
jected to  the  greatest  evil  in  consequence  of  such 
annihilation.  The  danger  is  not  that  the  Mexican 
Government,  in  the  event  of  the  rejection  of  the 
treaty,  would  be  able  to  resist,  but  it  is  that  it  may 
perish  before  she  can  ratify  it.  But,  if  I  am  mis- 
taken in  all  this,  one  thing  is  clear:  without  these 
ten  additional  regiments,  we  have  the  means  of  in- 
timidating or  coercing  that  Government  to  any 
extent  we  please;  a  single  brigade  may  annihilate' 
it.  But  even  if  we  should  choose  to  avoid  this,  we 
hold  another  power  in  our  hands  that  is  ample  to 
induce  her  to  ratify  the  treaty,  provided  there  be 
any  hesitation  on  her  part.  We  would  in  that  case 
liave  but  to  tell  her  that  we  will  adopt  the  boundary 
agreed  upon  in  the  treaty,  and  thus  save  ourselves 
the  vast  sum  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  which 
rumor  states  that  we  are  to  give  for  the  ceded  ter- 
ritory. This  consideration  alone  is  sufficient,  pro- 
vided the  Mexican  Government  can  maintain  itself 
until  she  shall  have  acted  upon  this  treatyj  with 
the  amendments  that  may  have  been  made  to  it  by 
this  body. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  I  regard  the  passage 
of  this  bill,  if  it  be  intended  either  for  the  purpose 
of  intimidation  or  of  coercion,  to  be  entirely  use- 
less— an  unmeaning  bravado.  But  if  it  were  merely 
useless,  as  much  as  I  may  be  averse  to  it,  my  aver- 
sion would  not  be  near  so  great  as  it  now  is.  It 
is  worse  than  useless;  it  is  mischievous,  and  will 
prove  mischievous  both  here  and  there.  JMischiev- 
ous  here,  for  if  this  body,  conversant  with  all  the 
secret  proceedings  in  reference  to  the  treaty,  and 
sup])Osed  by  the  country  to  be  fully  informed  of 
everything  in  relation  to  the  subject,  should  pass 
the  bill  now  before  it,  it  will  be  received  by  the 
public  aa  an  apprehension  on  our  part  that  there  is 
great  danger  that  the  treaty  will  not  be  ratified, 
and  the  clfect  upon  our  commerce  and  upon  the 
money  interest  of  the  country  will  be  highly  inju- 
rious. It  will  be  mischievous  there,  for  the  real 
danger  that  the  Mexican  Government  has  to  fear 
is  this  :  there  is  a  large  party  in  Mexico  called 
Puros,  which  is  unwilling  to  see  a  peace  concluded 
between  the  Mexican  Government  and  this  coun- 
try; unwilling,  not  because  they  are  our  friends  or 
enemies,  but  simply  for  the  reason  that  they  wish 
to  see  that  Government  annihilated  and  the  power 
placed  in  their  hands.  Now,  if  the  impression 
produced  tliere  by  the  passage  of  this  bill  should 
be,  that  there  is  danger  that  the  treaty  will  not  be 
ratified,  it  will  arouse  and  animate  that  |)arty  to 
double  exertion  in  order  to  fulfill  their  object. 

But  1  consider  it  not  only  useless,  not  only  mis- 
rhievoua  in  the  light  which  I  have  indicated,  but 
it  will  be  u  cosily  bravado.  I  take  it  for  granted 
that  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Atfairs  docs  not  intend  simply  that  this 
bill  .shall  pa.ss  thi.s  body;  that  would  Ijc  unworthy 
of  his  character.     He  then  expects  that  it  will  also 

f)aS8  the  other  branch  of  Congress  and  become  a 
uw,  and  that  the  force  will  be  raised  and  be  em- 
ployed, if  ihe  treaty  should  fail,  in  carrying  on  the 
war  with  Mexico.  Well,  if  the  bill  passes — and  I 
must  consider  it  in  that  light — in  that  case,  what 
will  be  the  result.'  There  will  be  no  difficulty  in 
getting  officers  and  men;  they  will  have  no  appre- 


hensions of  going  to  Mexico  or  fighting  future  bat- 
tles; the  enlistment  will  turn  out  to  be  a  money 
speculation;  each  recruit  will  receive  for  his  errJist- 
ment  his  bounty  in  land,  amounting  to  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  his  bounty  in  money,  equal  to 
twelve  dollars,  the  usual  issue  of  clothing,  amount- 
ing- at  the  present  price  to  about  twenty-one  dollars. 
Estimating  the  bounty  in  land  at  one  dollar  and  a 
quarter  an  acre,  it  would  make  the  whole  1)^2,000,- 
OUO.  These  items  alone  would  be  equal  to  two 
millions  three  or  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Add  to  this  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  the  officers, 
the  pay  to  the  soldiers,  the  expense  for  subsistence, 
and  that  for  recruiting,  and  the  whole  sum  will  be 
found  to  be  not  less  than  three  millions  of  dollars, 
to  which  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  subject  the 
Government.  To  this  must  be  added  the  vast 
patronage  which  the  appointment  of  five  hundred 
officers  and  this  great  additional  expenditure  would 
confer  on  the  President;  and  that,  too,  on  the  very 
eve  r)f  a  Presidential  election,  when  the  patronage 
of  the  Government  is  brought  into  the  highest  de- 
gree of  activity.  Such  increase  of  patronage  is  a 
great  evil,  as  every  man  of  every  party  will  readily 
acknowledge,  if  he  would  candidly  express  his 
sentiments:  for,  if  there  is  anything  on  which  all 
are  agreed,  it  is  that  Executive  patronage  is  already 
enormous,  and  ought  not  to  be  increased. 

Now,  I  submit  to  my  friends  on  this  side  of  the 
Chamber,  who  have  indicated  a  disposition  to  pass 
this  bill,  whether  they  are  willing  to  incur  this 
heavy  cost,  and  subject  the  country  to  this  great 
evil,  by  passing  this  bill,  which  I  have  shown  to  be 
a  useless  bravado,  unbecoming  a  great  and  mag- 
nanimous people. 

But  I  not  only  object  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  at 
this  time,  and  under  existing  circumstances,  but  1 
take  higher  ground.  1  am  opposed  to  the  bill  un- 
der all  circumstances.  I  would  have  voted  against 
it  if  a  treaty  had  not  been  made,  and  for  reasons 
that  to  myself  are  conclusive,  and  which  I  will 
now  proceed  to  state. 

Sir,  we  all  know  the  origin  of  this  bill.  It  was 
reported  early  in  the  session,  and  originated  in  the 
message  of  the  President  recommending  a  vigor- 
ous prosecution  of  the  war;  and  its  leading  and 
main  object  was  to  carry  that  recommendation  into 
effect.  If,  then,  we  pass  this  bill,  we  give,  accord- 
ing to  my  humble  conception,  a  pledge  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  to  the  country,  that  if  the  treaty  fails 
we  will  resort  to  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war. 
I,  for  onff,  am  unwilling  to  give  this  pledge;  un- 
willing, because  I  think  it  ought  not  to  be  given, 
and  unwilling,  because,  if  given,  I  am  of  the  im- 
pression it  never  will  be  redeemed. 

It  ought  not  to  be  given,  for  reasons  which  I  have 
assigned  fully  on  a  former  occasion,  and  which  I 
shall  only  briefly  repeat  on  this.  A  vigorous  pros- 
ecution of  the  war  would  be  the  annihilation  of  the 
Mexican  Government,  leaving  no  government  with 
whom  to  treat.  The  effect  of  that  would  be  the 
entire  subjugation  of  the  country,  throwing  upon 
us  one  of  two  alternatives  :  either  to  create  a  gov- 
ernment by  our  own  authority  with  which  to  treat 
— and  this,  I  trust,  no  one  who  duly  appreciates 
the  true  principles  of  our  system  of  government 
will  ever  ado[)t — or  to  hold  it  under  our  subjuga- 
tion as  a  conquered  country,  to  be  governed  as 
provinces,  or  to  be  incorporated  into  the  Union. 

Now,  as  I  am  utterly  ojiposed  to  this,  forreasons 
which  I  stated  at  large  on  the  occasion  referred  to, 
and  which  it  is  not  necessary  here  to  repeat,  I,  for 
one,  cannot  give  this  pledge.  Nor  can  I  give  it 
because  I  have  not  the  least  expectation  that  it 
would  ever  be  redeemed.  The  sentiment  of  the 
whole  country  is  remarkably  changed  in  reference 
to  the  war.  There  was  at  that  time  a  large  party 
in  the  country  who  were  in  favor  of  taking  the 
whole  of  Mexico.  I  have  but  to  appeal  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  public  meetings,  and  to  declarations  re- 
peatedly made  in  the  public  journals  to  prove  this. 
But  that  sentiment  is  changed.  And  why  is  it 
changed?  Bccau.se  the  people  were  not  aware  at  th;it 
time  of  what  would  be  the  consequence  of  a  vigor- 
ous prosecution  of  the  war.  It  was  an  appeal  to 
their  manly  pride.  But  as  soon  as  they  saw  the 
consequences,  that  the  result  would  be  aa  I  have  sta- 
ted, they  drew  back  and  put  the  seal  of  their  rei)ro- 
baiion  u)ion  it,  not  only  for  the  present,  but  I  trust 
forever.  With  this  strong  disajiprobation  of  the 
war  <m  the  part  of  the  [icoplo,  it  would  be  an  idle 
dream  to  suppose  that  in  the  event  of  a  failure  of 
the  treaty,  this  war  would  ever  be  renewed  to  be 
carried  on  vigorously. 


But,  it  may  be  asked,  what  shall  be  done?  My 
answer  is  plain  and  simple.  Only  one  thing  can 
be  done — to  fall  back  and  take  the  line  of  the 
treaty;  to  tell  the  Mexican  people  that  we  intend 
to  hold  it;  that  we  are  satisfied  if  they  are.  Nor 
can  it  be  objected  that  it  costs  more,  for  it  would 
take  fully  as  large  an  army,  and  at  as  great  a  cost, 
to  protect  Mexico,  under  the  treaty,  against  the 
Indians  falling  on  our  side  of  the_  line,  under  the 
treaty,  as  to  protect  ourselves  against  the  Mex- 
icans by  assuming  the  line  without  the  treaty, 
not  to  take  into  estimate  the  twenty  millions  of 
dollars  which  would  be  saved  by  adopting  the  ' 
latter. 
The  whole  aflfair  is  in  our  own  hands.  Whether  the 
treaty  fails  or  not,  we  still  have  the  complete  con- 
trol, if  we  act  with  wisdom  and  firmness,  and  avoid, 
what  I  detest  above  all  things,  a  system  of  menace 
or  bravado  in  the  management  of  our  negotiation. 
I  had  hoped  that  that  system  had  been  abandoned 
forever.  It  nearly  involved  us  in  a  war  with  Eng- 
land about  Oregon.  It  was  only  prevented  by  the 
wisdom  and  firmness  of  this  Ijody.  It  was  resort- 
ed to  in  our  negotiations  with  Mexico;  and  the 
march  of  the  army  under  General  Taylor  to  the 
Rio  Grande  was  but  intended  to  sustain  it.  Un- 
fortunately, the  circumstances  prevented  the  Senate 
from  interposing,  as  in  the  case  of  Oregon,  and 
this  war  was  the  consequence. 

But,  Mr.  President,  the  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  war  is  not  the  only  object  of  this  bill.  It  is  the 
primary,  the  principal  one.  But  there  is  another 
one,  secondary,  it  is  true,  though  not  much  less 
important.  This  bill  was  intended,  in  part,  to  carry 
into  execution  a  system  of  imposts  and  taxes,  which  . 
the  President  of  the  United  States  had  imposed 
upon  Mexico.  The  army,  includingHhe  force  to 
be  raised  by  this  bill,  was  intended  to  be  used  for 
collecting  the  duties  and  imposts;  for  that  purpose 
it  was  to  be  spread  all  over  Mexico,  as  has  been 
officially  announced. 

Now,  I  hold  that  we  cannot  pass  this  bill  with- 
out sanctioning  the  act  of  the  President  in  this 
respect;  and  that  I,  for  one,  never  can  do,  because 
I  am  under  a  deep  conviction  that  the  President 
has  no  right  whatever  to  impose  taxes,  internal  or 
external,  on  the  people  of  Mexico.  It  is  an  act 
without  the  authority  of  the  Constitution  or  law, 
and  eminently  dangerous  to  the  country.  Thus 
thinking  that  neither  the  Constitution  nor  law  gives 
him  any  such  authority,  I  would  not  be  true  to  my 
trust  if  I  were  to  vote  for  the  bill.  I  would  have 
been  glad  to  have  avoided  it  at  the  present  time. 
My  friends  around  me  know  that  I  was  anxious 
that  this  bill  should  not  be  pressed  upon  us  now — 
not  that  I  desired  to  shun  the  responsibility  of  the 
expression  of  my  opinions — but  because  1  prefer- 
red postponing  it  until  after  the  treaty  was  ratified, 
and  when  there  could  be  no  cry  of  giving  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  enemy.  But  it  is  forced  upon  me, 
and,  if  there  be  any  responsibility  in  expressing 
my  opinion  at  this  time,  it  ought  of  right  to  fall, 
not  on  me,  but  upon  those  who,  without  any  ne- 
cessity, have  forced  this  bill  upon  us. 

But  to  return  to  the  thread  of  the  argument.  I 
ask,  where  can  the  President  find  the  authority  for 
imposing  these  taxes?  Can  it  be  found  in  your 
Constitution?  If  so,  point  it  out.  Can  it  be  found 
in  your  law  ?  If  so,  point  it  out.  No  such  au- 
thority is  to  be  found  in  either.  But  it  may  be 
said  it  is  comprehended  under  the  implied  powers 
of  the  Executive — that  is,  the  powers  necessary 
antl  proper  to  carry  out  those  e.xpressly  delegated 
to  him.  If  so,  point  out  the  power  which  it  is 
intended  to  carry  into  execution.  But  let  me  say 
to  gentlemen  in  advance,  if  you  do  this  you  will 
not  remove  the  diillculty.  If  you  should  succeed 
in  showing  that  it  is  an  implied  power,  which  1 
hold  to  be  impossible,  you  must  still  point  out  an 
act  of  Congress  to  authorize  its  exercise.  The 
framers  of  the  Constitution,  in  their  great  sagacity, 
have  taken  care  to  insert  a  provision  in  the  Gonsii- 
tution  investing  Congress  amply  with  the  power 
to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into 
execution  not  only  iis  own  powers,  but  tho.se  vest- 
ed in  any  department  or  office  of  the  Government. 
I  refer  to  what  is  usually  called  the  residuary 
clause,  which  provides  "  that  Congress  shall  have 
'  power  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to 
'  carry  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  (that 
'  is,  powers  invested  in  Congress,)  or  powers  vest- 
'  ed  in  any  of  the  departments  or  offices  of  the 
'  Government."  Then,  if  it  is  an  implied  power, 
it  becomes  a.  Congressional  power  by  this  express 
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provision,  and  must  have  the  sanction  of  Congress 
for  carrying  it  into  effect. 

But  it  may  be  said  that  the  President  is  com- 
mander-in-ch"ief  of  the  army  in  Mexico,  and  that 
it  4s  an  essential  part  of  the  power  of  the  com- 
mander-in-chief to  impose  a  system  of  taxation  in 
the  enemy's  country.  If,  indeed,  it  be  an  essen- 
tial part  of  the  power,  it  cannot  be  separated  from 
it  without  destroying  the  power  itself,  and  it  must 
of  course  belong  to  him  as  commander-in-chief  in 
the  United  States  as  well  as  in  Mexico,  or  in  any 
other  conquered  country.  But  it  is  manifest  that 
it  cannot  exist  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  because  the  Constitution  expressly  invests 
the  same  not  in  the  President,  but  in  Congress. 
But  to  this  it  may  be  said,  there  is  a  distinction 
between  exercising  the  power  in  the  United  States 
and  exercising  it  in  Mexico,  or  any  other  place 
beyond  the  boundary  of  the  United  States,  where 
our  army  may  be  operating.  To  this  I  answer  by 
asking.  Why  so?  What  makes  the  distinction? 
What  possible  reason  can  be  assigned  why  the 
power  may  be  exercised  in  the  one  and  not  in  the 
other?     Who  can  answer  these  questions  ? 

But  if  it  is  the  case — if  the  President  can  exer- 
cise in  Mexico  a  power  expressly  given  to  Con- 
gress, which  he  cannot  exercise  in  the  United 
States — I  would  ask  where  is  the  limit  to  his  pow- 
er in  Mexico  ?  Has  he  also  the  power  of  making 
appropriations  of  money  collected  in  Mexico,  with- 
out the  sanction  of  Congress  ?  This  he  has  already 
done.  Flas  he  the  power  to  apply  the  money  to 
whatever  purpose  he  may  think  proper,  and  among 
others  to  raise  a  military  force  in  Mexico  without 
the  sanction  of  Congress?  That,  also,  he  has  al- 
I'eady  done.  But  if  there  be  no  limitation,  then 
his  powers  are  absolute  and  despotic  in  Mexico, 
and  he  stands  in  the  two-fold  character  of  the  con- 
stitutional President  of  the  United  States  and  the 
absolute  and  despotic  ruler  of  Mexico.  To  what 
must  this  conclusion  lead  ?  What  may  he  not  do? 
He  may  lay  taxes  at  his  pleasure  either  as  to  kind 
or  amount;  he  may  establish  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions for  their  collection;  he  may  dispose  of  them, 
without  passing  the  proceeds  into  the  treasury,  to 
any  object  or  for  any  purpose  he  may  think  prop- 
er, and  is  not  liable  or  responsible  to  Congress  or 
any  other  authority,  in  any  respect  whatever,  in 
domg  all  this.  He  may,  of  course,  raise  armies, 
and  pay  them  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  taxes;  he 
may  wage  war  against  the  neighboring  countries 
to  the  south  of  him  at  his  pleasure,  and  extend  his 
authority  by  force  of  arms-to  whatever  extent  he 
may  desire;  or  he  may  equip  a  fleet  and  assail  the 
islands  of  the  South  Sea;  or  he  may  direct  it  against 
Japan,  or  any  other  country  he  may  think  proper. 
Nay,  further,  he  may  turn  his  army  against  his 
own  country,  and  make  it  the  instrument  of  its  sub- 
jugation. Against  all  this  there  is  no  remedy,  and 
can  be  none,  if  he  has  the  power  which  must  ne- 
cessarily result  from  the  principles  which  would 
invest  him  with  the  power  of  laying  taxes.     ■ 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  what  are  the  limitations 
upon  his  power  as  commander-in-chief?  The  an- 
swer is  an  easy  one.  His  power  is  to  command 
the  army.  Let  us  put  a  true  value  upon  words. 
To  command  in  chief  is  to  have  the  supreme  con- 
trol in  conducting  and  directing  the  army  in  its 
militai-y  operations.  Such  is  its  power,  and  only 
power.  It  is  a  restricted  one,  of  which  the  con- 
stitutional legislation  of  tlie  country  furnislies  many 
evidences.  The  very  act  which  recognizes  war 
with  Mexico  vests  liim  with  the  pov/er  of  using 
the  army  and  navy  for  its  prosecution,  clearly'in- 
dicating  that  the  power  of  using  them  for  that  pur- 
pose required  the  authority  of  law.  If  we  look  back 
into  all  tlie  declarations  which  have  been  made  by 
tliis  Government,  we  shall  find  that  they  all,  in 
like  manner,  confer  the  same  power  on  the  Presi- 
dent. Besides,  if  we  turn  to  the  lav/s  in  reference 
to  suppressing  insurrections,  it  will  be  found  that 
they  expressly  authorize  the  President  to  use  the 
militia  and  the  army  for  the  purpose — showing,  in 
like  manner,  the  prevailing  opinion  heretofore  tliat 
the  sanction  of  law  was  necessary  to  use  a  military 
force  for  this  purpose,  as  well  as  for  carrying  into 
effect  a  declaration  of  war.  Such  also  is  the  case 
in  reference  to  repelling  invasion.  If  there  be  any 
power  which  one  would  suppose  would  belong  to 
the  President  as  commander-in-chief,  it  would  be 
that  of  establishing  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  army;  but  if\ve  turn  to  the 
Constitution,  wc  shall  find  even  that  power  is  con- 
ferred by  express  provision  upon  Congress:  all 


going  to  show  within  what  narrow  limits  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  laws  restrict  the  power  of  the 
President. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  has  the  conqueror  no  power 
to  impose  taxes  upon  a  conquered  country?  Yes, 
he  certainly  has.  When  an  army  invades  a  coun- 
try and  subdues  it,  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  con- 
queror has  a  right  to  impose  taxes  and  collect 
them.  But  the  question  occurs,  under  our  system 
of  Government,  who  is  the  conqueror?  I  answer, 
the  people  of  the  United  States  are  the  conquerors. 
It  is  they  who  have  conquered  Mexico;  not  the 
President,  not  the  generals,  not  the  army.  They 
are  but  the  inslrumects  by  which  the  conquest  has 
been  effected.  And  it  is  the  people  of  the  United 
States  that  have  the  right  to  impose  taxes.  But 
who  represents  the  United  States — who  is  their 
organ  through  which  they  act?  I  answer,  this 
Government,  the  Federal  Government,  consisting 
of  the  Executive,  the  Legislative,  and  the  Judiciary 
departments.  The  question  then  is,  to  what  ex- 
tent the  President  represents  exclusively  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  conquered  country  ?  The  answer 
is,  to  no  other  extent  than  as  commandei--in-chief; 
in  all  other  respects  almost.  Congress  is  the  sole 
representative,  and  to  them  especially  belongs,  by 
express  delegation,  the  power  of  laying  and  col- 
lecting taxes,"  and  of  appropriating  them  to  such 
objects  as  the  Constitution  warrants,  unrestricted, 
extending  as  far  as  the  United  States  authority 
extends,  without  restriction  or  distinction.  Now, 
whenever  a  country  is  conquered,  even  in  part, 
and  held  by  the  conquering  ])Ower,  the  sovereignty 
of  the  country  thus  held  is  for  the  time  suspended, 
and  that  of  the  conquering  substituted  in  its  place; 
and  of  course,  in  our  case,  the  authority  of  the 
Government  in  its  departtnents  attaches  to  it  as  if 
it  was  a  part  of  the  United  States  itself,  each  in  its 
appropriate  sphere.  The  opposite  doctrine,  which 
would  make  the  Executive  the  sole  and  exclusive 
power  in  such  portions  of  the  country,  is  entirely 
destitute  of  authority,  and  would  lead  to  all  the 
most  dangerous  and  monstrous  consequences  which 
have  been  traced  out.  '  All  this  is  so  clear  that  it 
is  surprising  that  it  has  been  overlooked,  or  that 
there  should  be  any  division  or  diversity  of  senti- 
ment in  reference  to  it. 

The  taxes  which  are  the  subject  of  these  remarks 
were  imposed  by  the  President  in  the  interval  be- 
tween this  and  the  preceding  session  of  Congress, 
and  this  is  the  first  opportunity  I  have  had  to  ex- 
press my  opinion  in  reference  to  the  authority  by 
which  they  were  laid.  And  I  avail  myself  of  this 
occasion  to  put  in  my  solemn  protest  against  the 
power.  If  it  should  become  a  precedent  hereafter, 
it,  in  connection  with  the  authority  which  the 
President  has  assumed  in  malyng  this  war,  would 
lead  to  the  establishment  of  a  fatal  error  in  refer- 
ence to  the  power  of  this  Government  as  it  relates 
to  war.  It  will  to  that  extent  elevate  the  power  of 
the  Executive  in  practice  as  far  above  the  Legisla- 
tive as  the  latter  is  elevated  above  the  former  by 
the  Constitution,  and  lead,  almost  necessarily  in 
the  end,  to  establish  despotic  authority  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive branch  of  the  Government.  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind  that  we  are  a  warlike  people,  rapid- 
ly increasing  in  number  and  population,  well  fed, 
well  clothed,  and  having  an  abundance  of  leisure. 
Like  all  such  people  we  seek  excitement,  and  there 
is  no  description  of  excitement  more  enticing  to  the 
young  and  ardent  than  war.  It  is  difficult  to  pre- 
vent such  a  people  from  rushing  into  war,  and  if 
wars  should  frequently  hereafter  occur  in  conse- 
quence, and  the  precedents  set  by  this  be  not  re- 
versed, nothing  can  prevent  the  Executive  power 
from  overshadowing  the  Constitution  and  the  lib- 
erties of  the  country.  We  now  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  reverse  that  precedent  by  giving  a  strong 
and  decided  vote  against  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

It  may  be  proper  for  me  to  remark  in  conclusion 
that  I  am  aware  that  there  are  some  doubtful  ques- 
tions as  to  the  exact  extent  of  the  power  of  the 
President  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  particularly  that  of  making  ac- 
quisitionsand  establishing  temporary  governments, 
such  tis  have  been  established  in  New  Mexico  and 
California.  I  will  not  now  enter  upon  the  investi- 
gation, but  my  impression  is,  in  case  of  making 
requisitions  over  the  portions  of  the  country  in 
which  the  authority  of  the  United  States  is  even 
temporarily  established,  or  erecting  temporary  gov- 
ernments in  such  portions  of  the  conquered  coun- 
try, the  President  has  acted  without  authority  of 
law  or  the  Constitution.     In  coming  to  this  con- 


clusion, I  am  willing  to  allow  to  the  President,  aa 
commander-in-chief,  many  and  great  powers;  but 
they  are  such  as  arise  out  of  exigencies  immedi- 
ately connected  with  the  operation  of  the  army  or 
its  safety.  Among  them  i  include  the  power  of 
seizing  upon  supplies  of  all  descriptions  when  they 
become  indispensable  the  use  of  the  army,  or  to 
batter  down  towns,  and  to  remove  all  obstacles, 
when  necessary,  for  his  security  or  success.  But 
when  he  comes  to  act  over  portions  of  the  territory 
subject  to  our  control,  he  exercises  power  not  be- 
longing to  him.  But  to  the  Legislative  department 
of  the  Government,  Congress  may  indeed  give  him 
authority  by  law  to  levy  contributions,  or  to  estab- 
lish temporary  governments.  But  it  is  one  thing 
to  exercise  it  on  his  own  authority,  and  another  to 
exercise  it  under  authority  of  law.  By  the  one  he  is 
placed  under  the  control  of  law,  while  by  the  other 
he  places  himself  above  the  control  of  law. 

I  have  now  expressed  my  opinion.  In  all  I 
have  said  I  trust  I  have  put  myself  above  party 
feeling  or  personal  considerations.  lam'actuated 
by  the  single  motive  to  contribute  to  correct  the 
errors  of  a  political  character  which  have  been 
committed  in  the  origin  and  the  prosecution  of  the 
war,  and  to  guard,  as  far  as  in  my  power,  against 
the  dangerous  precedents  which  they  were  calcu- 
lated to  establish,  if  not  noticed  or  exposed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia.  I  desire  to  ex- 
press my  views  on  this  bill,  but  I  presume  that,  at 
this  advanced  stage  of  the  day,  the  Senate  can 
hardly  be  expected  to  have  patience  to  listen  to  the' 
discussion,  and  I  am  not  disposed  to  trespass  upon 
them,  unless  it  is  understood  that  the  vote  is  to  be 
taken  to-day. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  hope  that  the  bill  will  be 
passed  over  informally,  in  order  to  allow  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
his  views. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  I  would  suggest  that  the  wishes 
of  my  colleague  might  be  gratified  by  the  Senate 
passing  this  bill  informally  over,  and  resuming  the 
consideration  of  that  bill  which  was  laid  aside  on 
the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  am  extremely  anxious  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  but  really 
I  am  opposed  to  relapsing  into  the  former  mode  of 
discussion  by  one  speech  each  day. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is 
any  danger  of  the  result  apprehended  by  the  hon- 
orable chairman  of  the  Military  Committee.  I 
believe  all  parties  will  concur  in  deprecating  that; 
but  there  is  a  very  important  bill — the  bill  supply- 
ing deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the  cur- 
rent fiscal  year — which  awaits  our  action.  I  hope 
that,  by  the  general  assent  of  the  Senate,  the  wishes 
of  my  colleague  may  be  gratified,  and  that  this  bill 
will  be  laid  aside  int'ormally,  in  order  that  the  con- 
sideration of  that  one  to  which  I  have  just  alluded 
may  be  resumed . 

Mr.  ATHERTON.  This  bill  has  already  been 
a  very  long  time  before  the  Senate,  and  it  is  ceri' 
tainly  important  that  it  should  be  acted  upon,  in 
order  that  the  bill  to  which  the  honorable  Senator 
alludes,  and  others  may  be  taken  up  and  disposed 
of. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Allow  me  to  suggest  that  my 
honorable  friend  from  Georgia  will  now  proceed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia,  then  addressed  the 
Senate,  making  some  preliminary  remarks  in  ref- 
erence to  his  own  position,  and  proceeding  to  advo- 
cate the  course  of  the  President  in  the  origin  and 
the  prosecution  of  the  war.  He  adverted  to  our 
recognition  of  Mexican  independence  in  1803,  and 
to  all  our  subsequent  policy  and  friendly  deport- 
ment relating  to  her.  In  return,  we  have  only  been 
requited  by  ingratitude  and  injustice,  our  citizens 
imprisoned  and  plundered,  and  all  her  conduct 
bearing  the  character  of  the  most  settled  hatred  of 
us.  He  remarked_^on  the  policy  adopted  by  France 
and  England,  whenever  wrongs  were  inflicted  on 
their  subjects  by  any  foreign  Power.  He  then 
came  to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  maintained 
that  there  was  no  justification  to  be  found  in  that 
measure  for  General  Almonte  demanding  his  pass- 
ports, and  for  the  consequences  which  followed 
his  departure.  That  annexation  left  the  boundary 
question  to  be  settled  by  negotiation, and  the  course 
of  Mexico  on  that  occasion  showed  a  predeter- 
mined intention  to  go  to  war.  She  took  oilence  on 
the  ground  that  by  annexing  Texas,  we  had  des- 
poiled Mexico  of  a  most  valuable  portion  of  her 
territory,  whereas,  by  the  acts  of  Santa  Anna 
against  Texas,  liiut  country  had  become  absolved 


480 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE,^ 


March  17. 


from  her  connection  with  Mexico,  and  was  an 
independent  and  sovereign  State.  Texas  had  as- 
sumed this  character,  and  had  maintained  her  inde- 
pendence, and  had  a  perfect  rigiit  to  annex  herself 
to  the  United  States. 

He  inquired  if  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  United 
Stares  to  settle  heV  differences  with  Mexico  by  ne- 
gotiation.' To  show  that  it  was  not,  he  quoted 
the  mission  of  Mr.  Slidell,  and  cited  all  the  details 
attending  the  progress  of  that  mission.  Negotia- 
tion having  been  thus  rejected,  there  was  no  course 
left  but  a  resort  to  hostilities  on  our  part. 

As  to  the  advance  of  General  Taylor,  which  had 
been  asserted  as  the  cause  of  the  war,  he  suggested 
that  this  advance  was  by  the  advice  of  General 
Taylor,  who  regarded  such  a  step  as  likely  to  pro- 
duce an  adjustment  of  the  difficulties.  But  he  con- 
tended, before  the  advance  of  General  Taylor,  the 
Mexicans  had  given  unequivocal  proofs  of  a  hos- 
tile intention,  and  these  he  referred  to  elaborately. 

He  repudiated  the  idea  that  the  President  under 
the  then  existing  circumstances  had  no  right  to  ad- 
vance into  the  disputed  territory,  supposing  it  to 
have  been  disputed.  He  denied,  however,  that  the 
territory  was  in  dispute.  Texas  had  asserted  lier 
claim  to  the  Rio  Grande,  the  Mexicans  had  been 
driven  beyond  it,  and  the  treaty  with  General  Santa 
Anna  confirmed  it.  Texas,  by  her  Congress,  in 
183G,  established  her  right  by  a  division  of  the 
territory  into  counties;  and  subsequently  directed 
courts  to  be  held  there,  thus  exercising  as  well  as 
claiming  her  right  to  the  Rio  Grande,  which  has 
always  been  recognized  as  the  western  boundary 
of  Texas.  There  was,  therefore,  no  impropriety 
in  this  advance,  and  it  could  not  be  regarded  as  a 
sufficient  cause  of  war.  Having  a  right  to  the  ter- 
ritory to  the  Rio  Grande,  there  could  be  no  impro- 
priety in  sending  our  troops  to  occupy  it. 

Being  at  war  with  Mexico,  how  are  we  to  get  out 
of  it  ?  It  is  said  that  we  must  witiidraw  our  troops 
within  a  defensive  line.  He  asked  if  this  would 
be  carrying  out  the  high  purposes  contemplated 
by  tlie  war,  and  by  the  Congress  which  voted  the 
fifty  thousand  volunteers  and  the  ten  millions  for 
its  prosecution?  No  question  about  the  advance 
of  General  Taylor  was  then  raised.  He  referred 
to  the  fable,  in  Dilworth's  Spelling  Book,  of  the 
old  man  who  detected  the  boy  in  his  apple  or- 
chard stealing  apples.  In  that  case  the  thief  was 
proof  against  tufts  of  grass,  until  the  old  man  de- 
termined to  try  what  virtue  there  was  in  stones. 
So,  as  to  Mexico, we  have  been  acting  with  kind  ness, 
generosity ,  and  magnanimity;  this  was  pelting  with 
tufts  of  grass.  He  would  be  for  trying  what  vir- 
tue there  is  in  stones,  if  kindness,  generosity,  and 
magnanimity  would  not  effect  the  purpose. 

He  adverted  to  the  opinions  and  arguments  of 
those  who  were  adverse  to  the  acquisition  of  ter- 
ritory, and  charged  the  Whig  party  with  always 
having  been  adverse  to  the  acquisition  of  territory, 
in  the  cases  of  Florida  and  Louisiana.  If  this 
'principle  were  to  be  adopted,  we  might  as  well 
build  up  a  wall  round  our  Union  to  prevent  our 
people  from  going  beyond  it.  He  believed  that  had 
we  crowded  ail  the  increased  population  of  our 
country  into  the  thirteen  original  States,  it  would, 
before  this  time,  have  proved  fatal  to  our  institu- 
tions. Dense  masses  were  always  dangerous  on 
account  of  their  liability  to  excitement,  and  the 
difficulty  of  checking  it.  But  when  men  are  scat- 
tered, and  each  has  his  small  portion  of  land  to 
cultivate,  he  is  contented,  virtuous,  and  disposed 
to  pursue  the  arts  of  peace. 

On  tlie  subject  of  manifest  destiny,  he  held  that 
we  are  destined  either  to  spread  our  boundaries 
over  this  whole  continent,  or  to  see  the  elevation 
of  all  it.s  diU'erent  portions,  by  the  influence  of  our 
institutions  upon  them. 

He  could  not  (concur  in  the  opinion  of  ti>e  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina,  tliat  the  passing  of  that 
bill  would  be  an  empty  threat.  He  thought,  on  the 
contrary,  that  if  the  treaty  were  ratified,  llie  bill 
would  amount  to  nothing:  if  not,  we  should  be 
prepared  for  vigorous  operations.  If  the  passage 
of  the  bill  was  to  be  regarded  as  a  pledge  that  we 
would  sustain  a  vigorous  |)rr)sccution  of  the  war, 
should  the  treaty  be  rejected,  it  was  precisely  that 
kind  of  [)ledge  wliich  we  ought  to  give.  The  occu- 
pation of  a  defensive  line  would  not  bring  us  a 
peace  in  twenty  years,  while  it  would  involve  an 
outlay  of  money  not  less  than  the  vigorous  prose- 
cution of  the  war.  The  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina held  that  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war 
tnust  absorb  the  whole  of  Mexico,  and  that  the 


absorption  of  all  Mexico  would  be  injurious  to  the 
success  of  our  institutions.  He  differed  from  these 
views,  and  thought  that,  without  suffering  ourselves 
to  be  influenced  by  two  nice  a  calculation  of  the 
events  of  the  future,  we  ought  to  do  our  duty  fear- 
lessly, and  according  to  the  best  lights  we  can 
obtain. 

^  The  views  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
as  to  the  powers  of  the  President  as  commantfer- 
in-chief,  did  not  convince  his  mind.  He  regarded 
the  incidental  powers  which  accompanied  the  dec- 
laration of  war  by  Congress  were  sufficient  to  war- 
rant all  that  the  President  had  done.  He  asked 
how  would  any  war  be  conducted,  if  it  was  neces- 
sary for  the  commander-in-chief,  on  every  occa- 
sion, to  consult  Congress.  What  would  become 
of  the  war,  while  he  summoned  Congress,  sub- 
mitted his  plan,  and  while  Congress  discussed  it  j 
some  eight  or  nine  weeks,  and  finally  overruled  his 
views. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  then  moved  that  the  Senate 
adjourn. 

Mr.  CASS.  Will  the  gentleman  withdraw  his 
motion  for  a  moment.'  [  do  hope  that  the  Senate 
will  terminate  this  discussion  to-morrow.  If  not, 
I  must  be  constrained  to  vote  against  the  adjourn- 
ment. 

[Several  Senators  assented  to  the  informal  un- 
derstanding that  the  discussion  on  the  bill  should 
terminate  to-morrow.] 

Mr.  BRADBURY  said  he  hoped  that  a  motion 
would  be  made  for  the  reconsideration  of  a  bill 
which  involved  a  large  amount  of  money;  and 
although  in  one  section  of  it  a  provision  was  made 
which,  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  met  his  ap- 
proval, yet  there  was  a  principle  involved  in  the 
second  section,  the  adoption  of  which  he  would 
regard  as  very  dangerous — a  principle  which  would 
in  this  single  act  take  from  the  treasury  nearly  a 
quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars,  and  which,  in  its 
final  operation,  would  be  broad  enough  to  bank- 
rupt the  treasury  of  any  government  that  was  ever 
created.  It  virtually  assum,ed  that  when  we  have 
existing  claims  against  a  foreign  Government 

Mr.  CASS.  Will  the  honorable  Senator  excuse 
me  .•'     What  is  the  question .' 

Mr.  FOOTE.  -It  is  on  the  passage  of  the  ten- 
regiment  bill. 

Mr.  BRADBURY.  I  desire  simply  to  move  a 
reconsideration  of  the  bill.  It  passed  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  I  am  sure  that  the  Senate 
desires  to  see  the  Senator  accommodated.  All  that 
is  necessary  to  be  done  is,  that  the  Senate,  by 
general  consent,  allow  him  to  make  a  motion  to 
reconsider  the  bill;  and  then  the  Senate  will  be  in 
possession  of  the  "motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  to  adjourn. 

By  general  consent,  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Maine  was  then  considered  and  agreed  to; 
and  then,  on  motion. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  March  17,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read  and 
approved — 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  report  made  on  Wednesday  last  by  Mr.  Con- 
ger, from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  recommend- 
ing the  printing  and  binding  of  90,0U0  extra  copies 
of  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  for 
the  use  of  the  House. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  said 
report — 

Mr.  G.  W.  JONES  moved  to  strike  out  90,000 
and  insert  40,000.  They  would  then  (he  said) 
have  40,000  copies  of  the  report  on  the  subject  of 
agriculture,  and  10,000  copies  of  the  entire  report, 
making  a  total  of  50,000  copies.  This,  he  thought, 
would  be  a  sufficient  number  for  the  use  of  this 
House. 

Again,  if  they  needed  the  whole  number  recom- 
mended by  the  Committee  on  Printing,  there  would 
be  no  knowing,  for  they  had  no  means  of  know- 
ing that  he  could  see,  when  they  should  receive 
these  copies.  When  they  had  heretofore  ordered 
the  printing  of  this  document,  they  had  not  re- 
ceived one  solitary  copy  of  it  until  long  after  they 
had  adjourned  and  reached  their  homes;  and,  judg- 
ing from  the  facts  before  them,  if  this  large  number 
should  now  be  ordered  according  to  the  pur[)ose 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  not  only  their  own  I 


term  would  have  expired,  but  perhaps  the  terms 
of  their  successors,  and  their  successors'  succes- 
sors too,  would  have  expired  before  the  printed 
copies  would  be  received.  He  thought  that  50,0^)0 
copies,  which  would  be  given  by  his  amendment, 
would  be  ample.  It  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  very 
large  number.  He  was  one  of  those  who  believed 
that  this  was  one  of  the  most  important  documents 
printed  by  Congress.  There  was  not  one  that  was 
more  sought  after  by  the  agricultural  portion  of  the 
community — numerous  letters  were  coming  here 
to  members  from  their  constituents,  desiring  them 
to  furnish  them  with  these  documents.  And  he 
had  always  voted  for  the  largest  number.  He 
would  now  -vote  for  a  number  that  would  be  ample 
for  all  valuable  purposes.  He  hoped  his  amend- 
ment would  be  adopted.  To  the  binding  he  had 
no  objection. 

Mr.  CONGER  desired  to  say  a  few  words  by 
way  of  explanation  of  the  facts  set  forth  in  the 
report  of  the  committee.  The  Committee  on  Print- 
ing had  ascertained  that  the  printing  of  that  docu- 
ment entire  would  amount  to  the  sum  named  in 
the  report;  but,  in  estimating  the  cost  of  printing 
the  whole  edition  suggested,  they  had  not  estima- 
ted the  amount,  provided  the  edition  should  be  re- 
duced. The  sum  of  ^40,000  would  pay  for  print- 
ing the  whole  edition,  but  from  that  amount  a 
deduction  should  be  made  in  consequence  of  the 
omission  of  a  portion  which  the  committee  had 
recommended.  The  omission  would  amount  to 
about  one-third  of  the  quantity  of  matter  in  the 
report,  and  this  would  make  a  deduction  in  the 
cost  of  printing,  which  was  stated  at  twenty-six 
cents  per  copy.  The  deduction,  then,  would  be 
one-third  of  §40,000,  the  aggregate  estimated  for 
printing  the  whole. 

In  relation  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  G.  W.  Jones,]  he  said  there  must 
necessarily  be  some  delay  in  the  delivery  of  the 
work.  It  was  undoubtedly  true  that  this  number 
of  copies  could  not  be  delivered  in  the  course  of  a 
few  days,  or  even  a  few  weeks  perhaps.  But  the 
committee  had  assurance  from  the  printer  that  this 
work  would  be  immediately  put  in  type;  and  if  the 
maps  should  be  engraved  so  that  the  printer  could 
have  them,  this  document  would  be  very  soon  de- 
livered. The  binding  of  the  work  would  undoubt- 
edly cause  some  more  delay,  but  it  could  not  cause 
a  delay  to  any  very  great  extent,  and  he  was  con- 
fident, if  the  number  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee should  be  ordered,  the  House  would  have 
them  before  the  close  of  the  present  session. 

In  relation  to  the  expense,  he  desired  to  say  one 
word.  Of  the  last  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Patents,  forty-three  thousand  copies  were  ordered, 
and  that  edition  cost  the  Government  $78,497; 
whereas  the  committee  recommend  that  of  this 
report  more  than  twice  that  number  should  be 
printed,  and  yet  the  whole  would  be  furnished  at 
about  half  the  expense. 

In  relation  to  the  binding,  if  that  was  objected  to 
as  a  novel  thing,  lie  thought  much  might  be  said 
in  favor  of  it.  The  committee,  after  considering  the 
whole  subject,  had  recommended  the  binding.  He 
admitted  there  was  in  the  committee  a  diversity  of 
opinion  respecting  the  number  of  copies  that  should 
be  ordered;  but,  judging  from  the  general  anxiety 
which  had  been  expressed  throughout  the  whole 
country  for  this  work,  a  majority  of  the  committee 
thought  one  hundred  thousand  copies  would  not 
be  more  than  suflicient  to  supply  the  demand.  His 
opinion  was,  that  it  would  fall  short  of  supplying 
the  demand.  But,  entertaining  these  views,  the 
committee  had  recommended  the  printing  of  one 
hundred  thousand  copies,  and  large  as  the  sum  was 
which  it  was  estimated  they  would  cost,  they  be- 
lieved the  money  would  be  well  laid  out,  inasmuch 
as  it  would  be  expended  in  the  dissemination  of  use- 
ful information,  by  distributing  that  report  broad- 
cast through  the  land. 

Mr.  R.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  was  in  favor  of 
printing  this  report  as  it  came  from  the  Committee 
on  Printing.  He  admitted  they  spent  a  great  deal 
of  money  in  printing,  but  he  thought  the  report  of 
the  Comi»issioner  of  Patents  one  of  the  most  val- 
uable documents  ever  ordered  to  be  printed  by  this 
House.  He  knew,  so  far  as  concerned  his  own 
immediate  constituents,  it  was  a  document  that  was 
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more  sought  after  than  any  printed  by  order  of 
either  House  of  Congress.  The  agricultural  por- 
tion of  it  was  carefully  read  and  examined  by 
farmers;  to  that,  class  of  his  constituents  it  was  of 
great  value,  and  there  should  be  no  hesitation  here 
as  to  its  publication.  As  to  the  binding,  he  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  if  it  was  worth  printing  it 
was  worth  binding.  He  deemed  it  highly  expe- 
dient that  it  should  be  bound,  as  thereby  it  would 
be  better  preserved.  He  had  no  desire  to  occupy 
much  of  the  time  of  the  House,  if  there  was  a  dis- 
position to  take  the  question,  but  he  thought  there 
should  be  a  full  House  when  the  question  was  dis- 
posed of.  He  should  be  satisfied  with  the  decision 
of  the  House,  whatever  it  might  be,  but  he  desired 
to  have  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it.  He  would 
now  only  add,  that  it  was  due  to  the  country  that 
this  document  should  be  printed  and  sent  out  to 
the  people. 

Mr.  MARVIN  was  in  favor  both  of  the  printing 
and  the  binding.  He  was  satisfied  with  the  con- 
clusion to  which  the  Committee  on  Printing  had 
an'ived,  and  he  was  more  especially  gratified  with 
that  portion  of  their  report  in  which  they  state 
that,  although  they  recommend  the  House  to  print 
double  the  number  ordered  last  year,  the  cost 
would  be  only  about  half  as  much.  But  he  was 
particularly  desirous  that  the  document  should  be 
bound,  for  valuable  as  it  was -unquestionably,  it 
was  ill  calculated  for  preservation — and  much  of 
its  utility  depended  on  its  preservation — if  sent 
forth  in  sheets.  It  xvas  not  good  economy,  after 
expending  so  much  in  its  publication,  to  refuse'  the 
additional  sum  which  the  binding  would  cost  for 
its  preservation.  The  volume  published  last  year 
was  a  large  one,  and  the  second  time  he  took  it  in 
hand  it  tumbled  to  pieces.  This  was  a  work  which 
should  be  so  bound  that  it  could  be  kept  for  fre- 
quent consultation,  not  only  now,  but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reference  hereafter.  And  here  permit  him 
to  state,  that  even  if  the  House  should  publish  the 
large  number  recommended  by  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  the  number  would  be  but  as  a  drop  in  the 
ocean.  Compare  the  number  of  copies  with  the 
number  of  individuals  who  were  desirous  to  pro- 
cure it,  and  those  for  whom  it  was  particularly 
designed — he  meant  the  farmers  of  this  country — 
and  see  how  inadequate  the  number  would  be  to 
supply  the  demand.  Why,  he  should  hardly  know 
what  to  do  with  his  proportion  of  them  when  ob- 
tained. Then  surely,  as  they  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  supply  his  Congressional  district,  they 
should  be  put  in  such  a  condition  as  would  permit 
them  to  be  passed  from  hand  to  hand.  This  the 
binding  would  accomplish,  and  it  would  fit  them 
fordeposite  in  the  public  libraries  and  the  common 
school  district  libraries  throughout  the  States.  He 
had  made  a  computation,  and  he  found  that  the 
number  now  proposed  to  be  printed  would  be 
barely  sufficient  even  for  that  purpose.  Common 
school  districts,  he  was  aware,  were  not  so  com- 
mon in  all  the  States  of  this  Union  as  in  that  which 
he  in  part  represented;  but  they  were  located 
through  the  New  England  States  particularly,  and 
also  in  the  West;  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
supply  every  library  in  the  common  school  dis- 
tricts throughout  the  land,  that  every  individual 
might  be  able  to  possess  himself  of  the  instructions 
which  this  document  contained;  and  he  would 
undertake  to  say  that  this  Government  had  never 
seen  the  day,  nor  ever  would,  when  its  money 
could  be  better  expended  so  as  to  subserve  the  best 
interests  of  the  country.  It  was  not  from  war  and 
strife,  from  battle  and  bloodshed,  but  from  the 
peaceful  pursuits  of  life,  that  the  true  glory  of  this 
Union  must  come.  The  promotion  of  agriculture, 
the  encouragement  of  the  mechanic  arts,  and  the 
dififusion  of  intelligence,  while,  they  promoted  the 
welfare  and  happiness  of  the  people,  would  also 
best  serve  to  perpetuate  our  national  interest  and 
national  glory.  He  hoped,  therefore,  there  wou!<l 
be  no  substantial  objection  to  the  motion  which 
had  been  submitted  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing. 

Mr.  LAHM  had  no  disposition  to  consume  the 
time  of  the  House  with  a  discussion  of  this  mat- 
ter; but  he  felt  that  it  wa.<!  due  to  his  constituents 
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to  express  his  concurrence  in  the  views  of  those 
gentlemen  who  had  advocated  the  printing  of  the 
largest  number  of  this  document.  He  could  bear 
testimony  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  document 
that  emanated  from  this  body  for  which  there  were 
so  many  urgent  demands  as  for  the  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Patents.  He  might  here  state 
that  he  represented  emphaticall}''  an  agricultural 
district.  That  district  consisted  of  two  counties; 
and  when  he  assured  the  House  that  in  that  dis- 
trict there  was  sold  from  tlie  v/agon  more  wheat 
than  from  any  other  district  in  the  Union,  it  would 
be  conceded  that  he  was  correct  in  saying  that  he 
was  emphatically  the  representative  of  an  agricul- 
tural district.  The  documents  usually  printed  by 
order  of  this  House  were  documents  which  were 
sought  by  politicians.  The  President's  message, 
the  speeches  delivered  on  this  floor  and  repub- 
lished to  the  world,  were  all  mainly  sought  by 
'fjoliticians;  but  here  was  a  document  which  was 
deeply  interesting  to  the  agriculturists,  to  the  men 
who  sustained  this  Government  and  kept  its  wheels 
in  motion;  and  hence  it  seemed  to  him,  let  the 
expense  be  what  it  might,  he  cared  not  if  it  was 
double  the  aimount  of  the  estimate,  he  should  vote 
for  it.  He  should  assuredly  vote  for  the  largest 
number  now  proposed.  According  to  the  report 
of  the  committee,  if  that  number  were  ordered, 
each  member  would  get  about  four  hundred  copies. 
Now,  he  could  distribute  twice  that  number  in  his 
district  to  very  good  advantage,  and  he  assured 
the  House  that  each  one  would  be  highly  prized. 
The  objection  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Jones]  was  no  objection  to  him.  The  mat- 
ter which  the  document  contained  was  exceedingly 
valuable  to  the  farming  community;  it  was  matter 
which  could  be  studied  to  advantage  in  succeeding 
seasons,  if  it  was  not  received  during  the  present. 
He  should  prefer,  of  course,  to  have  it  at  as  early 
a  period  as  possible;  but  if  it  could  not  be  pre- 
pared this  year,  he  could  supply  his  constituents 
with  it  the  next.  Knowing  it  to  be  thenvish  of  so 
large  a  portion  of  his  constituents  to  possess  this 
j  document,  he  repeated  that  he  should  vote  for  the 
largest  number.  • 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  if  this  was  really  a  valu- 
able document,  he  should  be  willing  to  vote  an 
appropriation  of  ^40,000  for  its  publication;  but 
before  he  voted  so  large  a  sum  of  money  as  that, 
he  should  like  to  know  what  the  document  was. 
Had  it  been  examined  by  any  committee  of  this 
House,  to  ascertain  its  character,  and  to  learn 
whether  it  treats  of  free  trade;  or  what?  Had  the 
Committee  on  Printing  examined  this  document.' 
Pie  should  like  to  hear  if  they  had. 

Mr.  CONGER  replied,  for  himself,  he  had  not 
read  it.  It  was  for  some  days  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents,  and  he  supposed  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Henley,]  who  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  would  be 
able  to  answer  that  question. 

Mr.  McKAY  was  understood  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Conger]  whether 
the  number  which  he  reported  to  have  been  order- 
ed last  year,  and  the  amount  expended,  was  exclu- 
sively by  order  of  this  House,  or  whether  the 
whole  ordered  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  the  Senate  were  not  included. 

Mr.  CONGER,  in  his  reply,  was  understood  to 
say  that  his  information  on  this  subject  was  based 
on  a  memorandum  which  he  had  taken  on  an  ex- 
amination of  a  document  containing  a  list  of  ac- 
counts as  audited  for  the  year  in  which  the  last 
report  was  printed.  He  had  found  that  seven  thou- 
sand copies  of  the  entire  report  were  printed,  and 
36,335  copies  of  the  agricultural  part  of  it;  but 
what  proportion  of  those  numbers  was  ordered  by 
the  Senate,  he  was  wiable  to  say.  The  aggregate 
number  of  copies  was  43,335,  but  he  knew  not  by 
whose  order  they  were  all  printed.  He  found,  on  a 
reference  to  the  same  memorandum  of  the  accounts, 
that  there  was  a  deduction  of  33^  per  cent,  made 
from  the  aggregate  cost  of  those  documents;  but 
he  also  found  that,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
that  amount  was  made  up;  so  that  Ritchie  &  Heiss 
received  in  fact,  for  that  document,  the  sum  of 
#78,497.     He  had  no  doubt  his  colleague  on  the 


Printing  Committee,  [Mr.  Henley,]  who  was  also 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Patents,  would  be 
able  to  answer  those  questions  more  satisfactorily. 

Mr.  VINTON  understood,  then,  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  had  not  examined  this  docu- 
ment; whether  the  Committee  on  Patents  had,  he 
had  yet  to  learn.  As  he  had  said  before,  if  this 
document  contained  really  valuable  matter,  he 
would  be  willing  to  vote  tlie  necessary  appropria- 
tion for  its  printing;  but,  before  they  voted  away 
§40,000  for  that  purpose,  it  should  be  carefully  ex- 
amined by  a  committee  of  this  House,  and  a  report 
should  be  made  that  would  saljisfy  them  respecting 
its  value  and  the  character  of  its  contents.  He 
suggested  that  it  should  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing  or  the  Committee  on  Pat- 
ents. 

Mr.  STEPPIENS  was  disinclined  to  vote  on  this 
question^as  much  so  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Pylr.  Vinton] — without  knowing  what  the  docu- 
ment was.  This  would  be  a  large  publication,  and 
it  would  be  unwise,  as  the  number  proposed  was 
unprecedented,  to  print  it  without  knowing  some- 
thing of  its  character.  Of  the  binding  he  v/ould 
only  say,  that  he  t'houglit  it  right  and  proper  that 
they  should  have  all  their  large  documents,  such 
as  the  President's  message,  &c.,  bound  in  a  cheap 
manner.  In  that  portion  of  the  report,  then,  he 
concurred;  but  he  was  averse  to  voting  for  the 
printing  of  so  large  a  number  until  the  character 
of  the  document  was  known. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to 
recommit  the  report  to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  said,  if  the  report  should  be  re- 
committed to  that  committee,  and  they  should  read 
it,  they  could  only  report  it  back  with  a  statement 
that  it  was  valuable,  but  the  members  of  this  House 
could  not  tell  what  would  be  their  own  estimate 
upon  it  until  it  had  been  submitted  to  them.  But 
heretofore  they  well  knew  that  when  they  had  or- 
dered large  numbers  of  similar  documents,  on  all 
occasions  and  at  al !  times, t he  docum.ent  had  been  ap- 
proved. This  fact  was  evidence  of  the  strongest  pos- 
sible kind  in  favor  of  printing  this  document;  not  evi- 
dence from  oneparticularparty  orfrom  one  House, 
but  from  all  parties  of  both  Houses.  They  knew 
the  value  of  tlie  documents  of  this  kind  heretofore 
published,  and  he  was  informed  by  a  gentleman 
who  had  had  this  document  under  consideration 
that  it  was  as  important  as  anj^  preceding  one.  It 
had  been  stated  that  ten  thousand  copies  of  the  en- 
tire report,  and  ninety  thousand  copies  of  the  ag- 
ricultural portion  of  it,  could  be  published  for  half 
the  price  paid  for  less  than  half  the  number  of  the 
last  report.  Now,  surely  this  could  not  be  squan- 
dering tlie  public  money  uselessly.  Upwards  of 
f(78,000  had  been  paid  for  forty-three  thousand 
copies,  and  now  it  was  proposed  to  print  one  hun- 
dred thousand  copies  fxir  $40,000,  or  for  a  less 
amount.  Now,  they  all  agreed,  in  the  East,  West, 
North,  and  South,  as  to  the  importance  of  this 
work;  the  agricultural  part  of  the  community  had 
a  deep  and  manifest  interest  in  it;  and  therefore  he 
was  disposed  to  print  the  larger  number.  They 
had  squandered  hundreds  and  thousands  in  the  ' 
publication  of  documents  that  were  of  no  legitimate 
value  to  the  people,  but  this  was  peculiarly  the 
people's  document,  and  the  sooner  it  was  printed 
the  better.  He  hoped  it  would  not  be  recommit- 
ted. 

A'Ir.  TOOMBS  thought  this  rnatter  was  entitled 
to  great  consideration.  He  was  opposed  to  the 
motion  of  the  Committee  on  Printing.  This  sys- 
tem of  printing  ought  to  be  put  down,  for  it  was 
running  into  wasteful  extravagance,  and  he  trusted 
this  Congress  would  put  a  stop  to  it,  whether  the 
subject  was  agriculture  or  anything  else.  It  was 
an  unjust  system.  Here  was  a  proposition  to  print 
100,000  copies  of  a  report;  but  would  that  number 
be  sufficient  to  supply  all  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try.' If  not,  it  became  unequal.  If  they  intended 
to  print,  let  all  be  served  alike;  give  to  everybody, 
or  to  everybody  who  contributes  to  the  ex[>ense. 
The  publication  of  documents  which  tend  to  eluci- 
date the  action  of  the  people's  Representatives  on 
public  questions  was  quite  a  different  thing,  and 
therefore  it  became  necessary  to  print  such  docu- 
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merits,  tlint  the  people  might  have  access  to  them, 
and  be  able  to  jiulge  of  the  conduct  of  those  whom 
they  had  sent  here  to  represent  their  interests.  But 
when  they  printed  books  to  leach  the  people  ajcri- 
culture,  they  violaleil  a  o;reat  principle,  and  set  an 
example  which  would  be  destructive  of  the  lei;iti- 
mate  objects  of  Governn'vent.  If  they  were  going 
to  |)rint  in  this  manner,  they  had  belter  set  up  a 
great  prinlini:  office  at  once.  They  were  now  ask- 
ed to  print  90,000  copies  of  a  report.  He  objected 
to  il  under  any  circumstances,  bul  more  especially 
as  they  did  not  know  what  il  was.  If  this  was  in- 
tended to  give  the  people  a  valuable  agricultural 
report,  he  need  only  remind  the  House  that  at  this 
day  they  could  procure  everything  that  was  valu- 
able on  ihe  subject  of  agriculture  for  the  smallest 
possible  sum.  Some  gentlemen  had  remarked  that 
their  consiituents  were  applicants  for  these  re- 
ports. Why,  if  this  House  should  print  a  comic 
almanac  for  gratuitous  circulation  he  had  no  doul)t 
there  would  be  plenty  of  applicants  for  it.  He  had 
no  doubt  they  would  find  applicants  for  books  that 
eould  be  got  for  nothing;  but  such  business  did 
irot  come  witliin  the  legitimate  duties  of  tiie  House 
of  Representatives.  It  was  a  violation  of  sound 
principle  and  a  betrayal  of  their  public  trust.  They 
were  not  authorized  thus  to  put  their  liand  in  the 
public  treasury,  and  seize  the  public  money  for  the 
purpose  of  applying  it  to  objects  that  came  not 
legitimately  within  their  powers  and  duties.  It 
was  a  violation  of  right  principle.  It  was  a  usurp- 
ation of  power  on  the  part  of  this  House.  The 
subject  of  this  report  was  not  strictly  connected 
with  the  business  of  this  House.  The  print- 
ing which  this  House  was  authorized  to  execute 
was  of  an  entirely  difierent  character.  But  if 
they  could  print  this  book,  they  could  print  works 
on  the  subject  of  geology,  and  science,  and  the 
arts.  He  hoped  this  House  would  now  at  once 
and  forever  put  an  end  to  such  extravagance  in 
printing.  Gentlemen  had  talked  of  saving  forty 
thousand  dollars  by  printing  this  rejiort  for  so 
much  less  than  was  expended  last  year.  When 
taking  this  money  from  the  public  treasury,  be- 
cause it  was  not  so  much  as  had  been  taken  on 
other  occasions,  forsooth,  they  were  effecting  a 
saving  !  He  was  opposed  to  such  economy.  No 
part  of  this  money  should  be  so  improperly  taken, 
and  he  trusted  gentlemen  would  unite  on  this  floor 
to  put  a  slop  to  it. 

Mr.  HENLEY  remarked,  that  being  a  member 
of  both  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  he  wished  to  state,  in  a  very 
few  words,  his  views  in  relation  to  this  printing. 
He  did  not  concur  with  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee in  their  report  in  favor  of  the  largest  num- 
ber. Fie  had  been  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Patents  several  j'ears.  That  committee  had  here- 
tofore always  reported  in  favor  of  printing  a  large 
number  of  the  agricultural  portion  of  the  report  of 
theCommis.Bioner  of  Patents.  He  had  gone  here- 
tofore for  the  largest  number;  and  when  he  had 
done  that,  he  had  been  considered,  to  some  extent 
on  both  sides  of  the  House,  as  extravagant.  In 
relation  to  this  printing,  he  looked  upon  it,  as  he 
had  heretofore,  as  an  important  document — one 
which  was  looked  for  with  interest  by  the  farming 
portion  of  the  community.  But  while  he  had  been 
in  favor  of  the  largesst  number  heretofore,  he  must 
acknowledge  that  gentlemen  had  gone  far  ahead  of 
him  in  their  ideas  in  relation  to  the  printing  of  this 
document.  They  ought  to  exercise  prudence  and 
discretion  in  regard  to  the  printing  of  public  docu- 
meniii.  Did  they  print  them  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  ihcm  into  the  hands  of  every  man  through- 
out the  country  who  might  desire  a  copy?  Cer- 
tainly not.  Their  object  was  first  for  the  informa- 
tion of  this  House,  and  next,  as  far  as  was  reason- 
abjc,  for  the  information  of  the  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Lamm]  said  lie 
could  distribute  hundreds  (he  might  have  said 
thousands)-of  this  document  among  his  constitu- 
ents to  advanlngn.  No  one  disputed  that.  If  they 
.should  print  Webster's  Spelling  Book.ns  had  been 
said  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  although  lie 
believed  his  consiituents  understood  the  rudiments 
of  our  language  as  well  as  the  inhabiianis  of  any 
other  part  of  the  country,  he  believed  he  miijht 
distribute  them  to  advantage  there.  They  might 
print  all  kinds  of  books  they  i)leasfcd,  and  send  to 
the  peo()le.  They  would  be  received  gladly;  they 
would  send  forlh  informalion  to  the  country.  But 
the  House  must  limit  their  printing  within  the 
bounds  of  proper  discretion  atid  prudence.     Thi« 


was  a  valuable  document;  he  knew  the  farmers 
wanted  it.  But  he  knew  that  there  was  not  a 
farmer  within  the  bounds  of  his  constituency  who 
did  not  want  one  thing  more — that  was,  that  they 
should  exercise  a  sound  economy  and  discretion 
in  the  public  expenditures.  He  asserted  that 
ninety  thousand  copies  of  this  wojk  was  an  ex- 
travagant appropriation  at  this  lime,  in  view  of  the 
condition  of  the  public  finances;  it  might  not  be, 
if  we  had  an  infinite  amount  of  inoney  in  the  treas- 
ury. But  in  the  present  state'of  things  it  was  ex- 
travagant, and  would  not  be  expected,  or  desired 
by  the  farming  community  whom  it  was  intended 
to  benefit.  Being  himself  one  of  that  class  of  peo- 
ple called  farmers,  he  thought  he  had  the  right  to 
speak  for  them,  and  to  say  that  they  did  not  desire 
any  extravagance  on  the  part  of  their  Representa- 
tives, even  in  printing  this  report. 

As  to  the  suggestion  of  sending  it  back  to  the 
committee  to  be  read,  if  that  was  done,  he  wanted 
to  amend  the  motion  so  as  to  have  the  gentleman 
who  made  the  suggestion  added  to  the  committee, 
and  it  be  made  his  duty  to  read  it.  A  document  of 
four  hundred  printed  pages,  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  with  all  his  industry,  v/ould  not  find  time 
to  read,  notwithstanding  he  got  the  House  to  ad- 
journ every  day  at  four  o'clock,  and  consequently 
might  be  supposed  to  have  a  good  deal  of  time  for 
this  and  other  reading.  It  was  most  singular  that 
this  committee  -should  be  expected  to  read  this 
document  before  they  recommended  its  printing. 
He  believed  another  gentleman  had  made  the  same 
inquiry,  and  that  it  was  the  same  gentleman  who 
made  tlie  motion  to  print  fifteen  thousand  extra 
copies  of  the  President's  message  and  accompany- 
ing documents.  He  presumed  the  gentleman  had 
not  read  that  document  in  manuscript.  The  fact 
was,  they  could  only  judge  of  this  work  by  print- 
ing it.  They  had  no  time  to  read  many  of  their 
documents  even  after  they  were  printed.  He  ven- 
tured to  say  that  the  gentleman  who  made  the  mo- 
tion and  inquiry  had  not  yet  read  the  last  report  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  made  two  j'earsago, 
and  he  doubted  very  much  whether  he  ever  would. 
This  was  a  labor  that  could  not  be  performed. 
What!  read  all  this  immense  amount  of  documents, 
all  this  trash,  before  they  ordered  it  to  be  printed  ! 
It  would  be  necessary,  then,  to  raise  another  com- 
mittee— a  committee  on  reading. 

He  made  these  remarks  for  the  purpose  of  defend- 
ing the  committee  against  the  imputation,  which  it 
seemed  to  be  interrtfed  to  throw  upon  them,  because 
they  had  reported  in  favor  of  printing,  before  they 
had  read  the  document. 

Seventy-eight  thousand  dollars,  it  was  said,  (and 
he  believed  it  was  true,)  was  the  price  paid  for  print- 
ing the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  at 
the  1st  session  of  the  29ih  Congress.  That  docu- 
ment, let  him  state,  and  many  gentlemen  remem- 
bered the  fact,  was  ordered  to  be  printed  under  the 
expectation  that  it  was  mucli  smaller  than  it  turned 
out  to  be.  It  proved  to  be  a  very  large  and  volu- 
minous document.  But,  on  the  ground  taken  by 
many  gentlemen  around  him,  the  larger  the  better, 
if  it  contained  valuable  information.  But  it  was 
larger  than  was  anticipated  by  many  gentlemen 
who  voted  for  its  printing.  The  expenditure  was 
a  very  heavy  one.  Gentlemen  seized  on  this  as  a 
criterion  and  a  jirecedent  to  sanction  the  [)rinting  of 
a  large  number  now;  but  it  ought  to  be  a  warning 
against  such  extravagance  instead  of  being  a  land- 
mark to  guide  their  course.  Seventy-eight  thou- 
sand dollars  for  this  printing  was  an  enormous  sum. 
It  ought  to  be  limited  to  some  reasonable  amount, 
which  would  give  satisfaction  to  the  country,  and 
not  involve  extravagance  here.  While  he  was  in 
favor  of  printing,  he  wished  to  limit  it  to  a  reason- 
able number  of  copies. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  said  he  coitld  not  ac- 
cede to  the  position  taken  by  his  friend  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Toombs.]  The  position  which  the 
gentleman  assumed,  if  acted  upon  by  the  House, 
would  circumscribe  the  printing  of  this  House 
within  very  narrow  limits  indeed.  It  would  cut 
off  a  large  portion  of  the  [irinting  of  this  House 
which  had  uniformly  been  ordered,  and  which 
would  certainly  come  within  the  rule  which  he 
defined  as  limiting  the  power  of  the  House.  There 
was  not  a  session  in  which  they  did  not  print 
thousands  of  documents  containing  statistical  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion of  the  countiy,  and  in  relation  to  our  manu- 
facturing interests.  Why  did  they  print  them.' 
If  the  position  assumed   by  the  gentleman  from 


Georgia  was  correct,  thi.«!  was  all  wrong;  they  had' 
no  rrglu  to  give  the  country  information  in  regard 
to  commerce  and  manufactures. 

Mr.  TOOMBS,  interposing,  (and  Mr.  S.  yield- 
ing,) explained  his  position,  as  given  above. 

Mr.  SMITH  (resuming)  said  he  thought  tliey 
had  the  same  ri^ht  to  legislate  On  the  subject  of 
agriculture  that  they  had  to  legislate  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  commere,  navigation,  and  manufactures. 
Was  it  to  be  laid  down  at  this  period  that  ihe 
greatest  interest  of  the  country — one  in  which 
three-quarters  of  our  population  were  interested — 
was  a  subject  not  coming  within  the  constitutional 
power  of  Congress,  wlide  Congress  might,  for- 
sooth, legislate  upon  a  large  number  of  minor  in- 
terests? Why  did  they,  he  asked,  establish  a 
Committee  on  Agriculture,  if  the  suiiject  of  agri- 
culture did  not  come  within  their  constitutional 
power?  He  believed  the  constitutional  power  of 
Congress  to  legislate  upon  the  sulject  of  agricul- 
ture was  equal  to  its  constitutional  power  over  the 
subject  of  manufactures,  commerce,  and  naviga- 
tion. And  he  believed  the  people  had  great  reason 
to  complain  of  Congress  that  this  great  and  im- 
portant branch  of  their  interests  had  been  so  long 
neglected.  He  believed  if  Congress  would  pay  a 
little  more  attention  to  the  interests  of  agriculture, 
if  they  would  make  more  liberal  appropriation  to 
subserve  that  great  interest  of  the  country,  that 
they  would  better  perform  their  duties  to  the  peo- 
ple under  the  Constitution.  The  proposition  had 
sometimes  been  made  in  this  House  to  organize  a 
separate  bureau  to  collect  statistics  in  regaid  to 
agriculture,  that  the  people  might  be  enlightened 
upon  this  great  interest.  Pie  had  been  in  favor  of 
such  a  bureau — of  liberal  appropriations  to  sustain 
it,  and  he  was  in  favor  of  liberal  appropriations  to 
disseminate  the  valuable  information  contained  irs 
this  report.  The  country  had  been  deluged  with 
political  documents  until  it  was  sick  ofthem,  and 
now  everywhere  there  was  a  desire  for  something 
upon  agriculture,  concerning  which  much  valuable 
information  was  contained  in  this  report.  During 
the  last  Congress  they  printed  a  report  of  this  char- 
acter, and  he  did  not  believe  there  had  been  any 
document  printed  within  the  last  ten  years  which 
had  been  received  with  so  much  satisfaction.  If 
IflOOiOOO  were  appropriated  for  the  publication  of 
Ihis  report,  it  would  be  regarded  by  the  great  body 
of  the  people  of  both  political  parties  as  an  appro- 
priation better  calculated  to  advance  their  interests 
than  any  other  which  they  could  make. 

He  was  in  favor  of  printing  the  largest  number 
proposed.  He  should  vote  for  it  cheerfully,  know- 
ing that  the  vote  would  meet  the  approbation  of 
all  his  constituents  of  all  parlies.  They  desired 
this  document  to  be  printed  and  extensively  circu- 
lated among  them. 

Mr.  RHETT  was  understood  to  say,  that  the 
sentiments  advanced  by  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana [Mr.  Smith]  weiecertainly  very  much  akin  to 
the  proposition  before  the  House.  He  referred  to 
the  position  taken  by  Mr.  Toombs.  He  (Mr.  R.) 
considered  that  the  whole  of  their  legislation  over 
manufactures,  as  well  as  over  agriculture,  was  a 
usurpation  of  power;  and  he  thought  the  usurp- 
ation in  the  one  case  was  just  as  clear  as  in  the 
other.  What  were  the  powers  of  Congress  over 
these  subjects,  but  the  one  power,  to  regulate  com- 
merce ?  If  this  document  had  brought  information 
here,  strictly  within  the  limits  of  the  constitutional 
power  of  Congress  over  commerce,  he  would  be 
willing  to  print  it.  What  did  his  friends,  who  repre- 
sented manufacturing  communities,  say  ?  Because 
Congress  could  regulate  commerce,  and  lay  duties 
for  that  purpose,  that  they  could  lay  duties  incon- 
sistent with  that  purfiose — lay  duties  to  keep  com- 
merce out.  Because  they  could  lay  duties  forrav- 
enue,  they  could  lay  duties  to  destroy  revenue  by 
prohibitions.  That  was  the  kind  of  reasoning  by 
which  they  got  this  power. 

But  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  went  one  step 
farther,  and  said  they  had  not  only  the  right  to 
regulate  manufactures,  bul  to  regulate  agriculture, 
although  that  power  was  distinctly  jiroposed  in  the 
Convention  which  framed  the  Constitution,  and 
negatived.  Yet  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  said 
they  had  as  much  power  over  agriculture  as  they 
had  over  commerce  and  manufactures.  He  admit- 
ted tlrat  they  had  the  power  over  what  strictly  be- 
longed to  commerce;  he  denied  that  they  had  the 
other  powers.  See  how  this  course  of  usurfintion 
proceeded.  What  was  the  document  which  was 
proposed  to  be  printed  ?•  It  was  a  report  on  patents. 
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Patents  were  ingenious  devices,  by  which  the  pro- 
cesses of  industry  and  art  were  facilitated;  and,  un- 
der the  head  of"  f)atents,"  they  came  forward  and 
took  llie  wliole  subject  of  agriculture  under  their 
jurisdiction,  and  printed  large  numbers  of  a  docu- 
ment, not  for  the  information  of  Congress,  but  to 
inform  the  people  upon  agricidture.  The  whole 
inatter  was  in  conformity  with  thecourse  of  usurp- 
ation by  this  House. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  (Mr.  R.  yielding  at  his  request) 
explained  his  position.  He  did  not  hold  that  Con- 
gress had  direct  power  any  more  over  the  subject 
of  manufactures  than  of  agriculture;  but  that  it 
had  equal  power,  so  far  as  the  regulation  of  com- 
merce was  concerned,  over  both.  But  this  docu- 
ment did  not  in  anywise  lend  to  enlighten  Conicress 
in  its  legislation  over  the  subject  of  agriculture,  to 
the  extent  to  which  it  had  the  riijht  to  legislate 
upon  that  subject.  They  could  lay  duties  upon 
agricultural  products  as  well  as  they  could  upon 
manufactures.  The  power  to  regulate  commerce, 
then,  gave  this  incidental  powei'over  manufactures, 
and  over  agriculture.  But  he  agieed  wkh  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  that  they  had  no  fur- 
ther power  over  either. 

Mr.  RHETT  (resuming)  said  he  was  very  glad, 
indeed,  to  hear  the  explanation  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  that 
this  document  was  beyond  the  bounds  which  the 
gentleman  had  laid  down,  because  it  did  not  in- 
form Congress  in  matters  of  legislation.  What 
was  the  principle  that  had  hitherto  been  adopted.'' 
They  had  subscribed  for  Elliot's  Debates,  and  for 
the  Congressional  Glolje,  the  contract  for  which 
was  equivalent  to  an  inheritance  of  ^10,000  a  year 
to  Blair  &  Rives  to  all  eternity.  He  presumed 
they  would  not  sell  it  for  much  less  than  that 
amount.  He  supposed  it  would  still  be  carried  on 
by  their  successors  on  the  Avenue  when  they  died. 
They  had  had  other  books  printed,  but  all  of  them 
on  the  principle  of  enlightening  themselves  upon 
subjects  of  legislation.  They  had  proceeded  on 
the  basis  that  they  had  not  the  means  of  informing 
themselves  of  their  duties;  that  they  were  entirely 
too  poor  to  get  the  books  from  other  sources,  but 
that  they  must  be  handed  to  them  by  the  Clerk 
from  the  table.  But  now  they  were  going  one  step 
beyond  informing  themselves,  and  had  got  to  in- 
form all  the  people,  and  that  upon  a  subject  over 
which  jurisdiction  was  proposed  to  be  given  in  the 
Convention,  and  the  proposition  was  voted  down. 
No  doubt  every  farmer  considered  this  document 
valuable;  there  was  no  doubt  about  its  popularity; 
and  he  believed  the  foundation  of  this  measure  was 
popularity;  that  it  was  to  dispense  favors  to  the 
people.  .After  all,  when  it  was  analyzed,  it  amount- 
ed to  this:  Congressional  patronage  for  the  benefit 
of  members  of  Congress,  by  this  usurpation  of 
power,  this  plunder  of  the  treasury.  He  utterly 
detested  and  scorned  all  these  expedients.  He  had 
never  voted  for  one,  and  he  never  would,  so  long 
as  he  had  that  sense  of  propriety  and  that  dignity 
which  it  became  a  member  of  Congress  to  pre- 
serve. If  they  were  to  vote  these  things — if  it  was 
the  purpose  of  Congress  to  give  to  members  the 
means  of  pleasing  the  people  by  the  donation  of 
information,  let  them  not  confine  themselves  to 
this  document;  let  them  subscribe  for  works  upon 
agricultural  chemistry — let  them  go  to  philoso- 
phers, those  who  analyzed  the  great  principles  of 
agriculture,  and  give  their  works  to  the  people. 
He  thought  the  whole  proceeding  was  utterly  un- 
worthy, utterly  wrong. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  remarked,  that 
although  he  might  be  considered  as  wanting  in 
those  liigh  and  gentlemanly  principles  which  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  said  became 
u  member  of  Congress,  lie  could  not  but  say,  that 
for  one,  he  was  in  favor  of  printing  this  report,  be- 
cause ho  knew  it  was  demanded  by  the  great  agri- 
cultural interests  of  the  country.  That  was  his 
motive  for  advocating  and  voting  in  favor  of  print- 
ing this  report,  and  not  because  he  wanted  to  make 
political  capital  out  of  it  at  hoine  or  elsewhere. 
He  should  be  glad  to  have  this  document  to  dis- 
seminate among  his  people;  not  that  they  wanted 
information  on  the  subject  of  agriculture;  not  that 
they  wanted  general  intelligence  so  much  as  the 
peofile  of  some  other  poitions  of  this  country,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  his  judgment  and  belief. 
Th6y  should  disseminate  knowledge  among  the 
people,  in  order  that  they  might  send  to  this  House 
men  competent  to  legislate  upon  subjects  in  which 
their  general  welfare  was  concerned.     Let  them 


send  the  Congressional  Globe,  if  they  pleased;  let 
them  send  the  Comic  Almanac,  referred  to  I)y  one 
gentleman,  if  they  thoujiht  it  would  go  to  benefit 
their  constituents  ;  let  them  send  anything  that 
would  enlighten  thehi,  that  would  give  them  infor- 
mation. It  was  information  upon  this  greatsub- 
ject  of  agriculture  that  he  was  in  favor  of  dissem- 
inating to  the  people  of  all  sections  of  the  country, 
north,  south,  east,  and  west,  and  it  was  with  this 
ol)ject  in  view  that  he  should  vote  for  the  printing  of 
this  document.  Thirty-five  or  forty  thousand  dol- 
lars was  a  petty  sum  to  appropriate  to  a  purpose  so 
valuable  to  the  people  of  the  whole  country.  They 
spent  immense  sums  in  printing  documents  inter- 
esting to  a  very  small  portion  of  the  people.  They 
had  ordered  the  printing  of  a  commercial  document 
here  the  other  day  at  an  expense  of  half  the  sum 
which  this  document  would  cost;  yet  it  would  not 
interest  perhaps  more  than  one  hundredth  part  of 
the  people  in  any  measure  compared  with  the  in- 
terest which  was  felt  upon  the  subject  of  agricul- 
ture throughout  the  whole  country.  But  a  few 
years  ago  they  had  published  one  single  document 
which  cost  twice  as  much  as  this  Patent  Office  doc- 
ument would  cost,  just  for  the  purpose  of  letting 
a  very  few  individuals  know  the  route  which  our 
troops  pursued  as  they  went  to  the  western  por- 
tion of  this  country.  He  alluded  to  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Fremont's  report,  which  was  published  in 
so  expensive  a  manner  that  it  could  be  read  by 
but  a  very  few  persons,  so  small  was  the  nurnber 
of  copies. 

Now,  might  they  not  legislate  upon  the  subject 
of  agriculture,  because  tli.e  Constitution  did  not  in 
express  terms  provide  for  it?  He  did  not  know 
what  the  Constitution  meant  in  that  common 
phrase  "general  welfare,"  which  had  been  used 
so  often  and  was  so  much  hackneyed  that  people 
were  disposed  to  smile  at  it,  if  it  did  not  convey 
to  Congress  a  power  over  agriculture.  He  did 
not  know  what  possible  interest  could  be  promo- 
ted which  would  tend  more  to  the  general  welfare 
of  the  country  than  the  interest  of  agriculture. 
He  was  in  favor  of  printing  the  largest  number, 
because  he  knew  the  whole  people  of  this  great 
country  were  far-more  interested  in  this  document 
than  they  were  in  any  other  which  they  could 
send  out  to  them. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  demanded  the  pre- 
vious question,  which  was  seconded,  and  the  main 
question  ordered:  being  first  on  the  amendment 
to  reduce  the  number  of  co|^s  from  90,000  to 
40,000. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered; 
and  being  taken,  resulted:  Yeas  52,  nays  99. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  it  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nay^,  and  decidetl  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  117, 
nays  35. 

So  that,  of  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Patents,  there  are  ordered  to  be  printed,  in  addition 
to  the  usual  number,  90,000  copies  withf)ut  the  list 
of  patents  granted  and  expired,  the  claims,  and  the 
opinions  of  the  Chief  Justice,  and  10,000  copies  of 
the  report  entire,  including  all  its  parts. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecti- 
cut, the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  private  calendar,  (Mr.  George 
S.  Houston,  of  Alabama,  in  tlve  chair.) 

The  question  pending  whefi  the  House  were  last 
in  committee,  was  the  motion  that  "  the  bill  to 
extend  to  John  J.  Adam  a  patent  for  flattening 
cylinder  window  glass"  be  laid  aside  to  be  report- 
ed to  the  House,  with  the  recommendation  that  it 
do  not  pass. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

"  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Henry  M. 
Shreve  was  next  taken  up,  and  debated  by  Mr. 
BOWLIN  in  opposition,  and  Mr.  GREEN  in 
favor  of  the  claim. 

Mr.  VENABLE  then  obtained  the  floor;  but 
before  commencing  his  remarks — 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  question  was  put,  and  there  were — ayes  55, 
noes  25. 

A  quorum  not  voting — 

The  CHAIRMAN  Ordered  the  Clerk  to  call  the 
roll  of  the  members  under  the  12Gth  rule  of  the 
House,  which  re(|uire3  the  Chairman  to  have  the 
roll  called  when  the  committee  find.'J  itself  without 


a  quorum,  and  report  the  names  of  the  absentees 
to  the  House,  to  be  entered  upon  the  Journal. 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  Chairman  reported 
the  bill  to   extend  to  John  J.  Adam  a   patent  for. 
flattening  cylinder  window  glass,  to  the  House, 
with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Also,  that  on  a  motion  that/  the  committee  rise, 
finding  itself  without  a  quorum,  the  roll  was  called. 

Mr.  McKAY  siid  it  would  be  remembered  that 
a  bill  to  regulate  the  appointment  of  clerks  and  for 
other  purposes,  reported  by  him,  had  been  made 
the  special  order  for  a  previous  day,  but  he  had 
not  at  that  time  called  it  up,  as  the  loan  bill  waa 
then  pending.  It  was  considered  an  important 
bill,  and  he  now  desired  it  should  be  made  the 
special  order  for  Tuesday  next. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  motion  could  only  be 
entertained  by  unanimous  consent. 

Objections  were  made — 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  March  17,  1848. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Mangum,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  John  Hogan,  on 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.-  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief 
of  Sarah  Stokes,  widow  of  John  Stokes,  reported 
it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  M.Gib- 
son, submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BADGER  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow, 
oral  an  early  day,  he  would  ask  leave  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  introduce  a  bill  in  relation  to  the  true  intent 
and  rneaning  of  the  acts  authorizing  the  exercise 
of  the  franking  privilege. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
resolution,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Clarke: 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  to  tiie  Senate  a  copy  ot'  "  a  riespatcli  to 
the  United  States  consul  at  Monterey,  T.  O.  Larkin,  Esq.," 
forwarded  in  November,  184.5,  by  Captilin  Gillespie,  of  the 
marine  corps,  and  wliich  was,  by  him,  destroyed  before  en- 
tering the  port  of  Vera  Cruz. 

The  resolution  having  been  amended  by  the  ad- 
dition of  the  words  "  if  a  communication  of  the 
same  be  not,  in  his  opinion,  incompatible  with  the 
public  interests,"  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
resolution,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Niles,  and 
it  was  agreed  to: 

Resoli-cd,  That  the  President  ba  requested  to  communicate 
to  the  Senate  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
ministerof  the  United  States  at  London,  and  any  autlior-ities 
of  the  British  Government,  in  relation  to  a  postal  arrange- 
ment between  the  two  countries. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  , the  motion 
submitted  by  Mr.  Westcott,  on  the  3d  instant, 
and  it  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

Ordered,  That  one  thousand  additional  copies  of  the  re- 
ports of  Lieutenant  Emory  and  Colonel  Cooke,  and  Uie 
accompanying  map  and  illustrations,  heretofore  ordered  to 
be  printed  by  the  Senate,  be  furnished  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  NILES,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  tire  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday,  the 
5d  day  of  April  next. 

A  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  re- 
quiring all  moneys  receivable  from  customs  and 
from  all  other  sources,  to  be  paid  immediately  into 
the  treasury  without  abatement  or  deduction,  and 
for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  first  and  second 
times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

THE   TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  CASS,  the  prior  orders  were 
postponed,  and  the  Senate  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill,  on  its  third  reading,  to  raise,  for  a 
limited  time,  an  additional  military  force. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  addressed  the  Senate  m  oppo- 
sition to  the  bill.     He  said  he  would  have  gladly 
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been  spared  from  the  task  of  addressing  the  Senate 
at  this  late  period  of  the  debate,  and  he  might  hilve 
done  so,  had  the  Senate  consented  to  raise  the  veil 
•  which  conccidq  its  Executive  action.     H«  might 
have  remained  silent,  and   satisfied  liimself  with 
privately  communing  with  liis  constituents.     But  ; 
lie  was  i^ripelled  to  break  silence,  in  order  that  j 
the  two  voices  of  Georgia  might  be  heard  on  the  i 
question.  I 

The  object  of  the  bill  is  to  urge  the  Mexican  | 
Government  to  ratify  ilie  treaty.  No  one  doubts 
that  this  is  the  object.  Mexico,  left  to  her  own 
free  will,  would  not  have  consented  to  this  treaty, 
and  wc  are  to  compel  her  to  surrender  a  lar^e  [)or- 
tion  of  her  territory  fora  ^ipulated  )nice,  wliich  we 
force  her  to  accept.  Whether  we  have  a  right  to 
do  this — whether,  as  a  Christian  nation,  we  ought 
to  do  so — and  whether  the  result  of  such  a  step  is 
not  likely  to  prove  injurious  to  our  own  interests, — 
these  are  questions  which  will  be  asked  by  the 
historian  of  our  country  when  the  excitement  of 
the  hour  shall  have  passed  away. 

As  to  the  military  character  of  the  bill,  he  would 
say  nothing:  this  had  no  doubt  been  deliberated 
on  by  the  committee,  to  whose  jiuigment  he  paid 
all  deference;  but  there  were  graver  considerations 
which  compelled  him  now  to  raise  his  voice  in 
opposition  to  the  bill. 

He  defined  patriotism  as  the  concentration  of 
the  energies  of  the  people  for  the  interests  of  ihe 
whole.  And  the  glory  of  the  country  consists  in 
the  unquestionable  rectitude  of  its  proceedings,  and 
the  valor  with  which  they  are  carried  out.  We 
are  now,  for  the  first  time,  conquerors  in  a  war  of 
aggression;  our  bleeding  foe  lie.s  prostrate  beneath 
our  sword,  and  humanity  shuddei's  at  the  desola- 
tion which  we  have  spread  through  an  adjoining 
Republic. 

He  alluded  to  the  course  taken  by  individuals 
and  a  portion  of  the  press,  in  commenting  on  the 
expected  progress  of  the  American  people,  in 
Avhich  the  wildest  and  most  impracticable  theories 
had  been  started;  and  he  believed  that  those  who 
expressed  such  sentiments,  were  perfectly  honest 
in  their  belief  of  the  practicability  of  what  they 
uttered. 

Our  national  reputation  he  had  believed  to  have 
been  sufnciently  established  by  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  and  the  war  which  existed  from  1812 
to  181fi.  He  did  not  imagine  that  it  was  left  to  be 
established  by  a  war  with  so  weak  a  Power  as 
Mexico. 

On  the  sa!)ject  of  our  right  to  acquire  territory, 
the  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Hunter]  and  the 
Senator  from  New  Yoik  [iVlr.  Dix]  had  given  their 
opinions  that  this  question  was  no  longer  open  to 
discussion.  In  the  school  of  ethics  in  which  he 
was  educated,  he  had  been  tauirht  to  believe  tliat 
the  right  to  do  a  thing  sliould  be  made  clear  before 
the  expediency  of  doing  it  was  determined  on;  and, 
to  him,  the  right  in  this  case  was  by  no  means  made 
clear.  On  that  question  we  are  now  thrown  back. 
By  what  ri^htdo  wc  take  this  territory  of  California 
and  New  Mexico?  Is  it  by  the  right  of  conquest.' 
Does  this  authorize  an  abandonment  of  the  princi- 
ples of  honor  and  humanity  to  the  grasp  of  power.' 
If  so,  the  right  is  complete,  and  Mexico  remains 
entirely  at  our  mercy. 

IVlr.  POOTE  called  the  Senator  to  order,  as  touch- 
ing on  points  which  could  not  be  alluded  to  in  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  he  hjid  no  reference  to  any- 
thing which  had  passed  m  secret  session.  He 
alluded  to  the  language  of  the  President,  as  the 
Senator  would  have  seen  had  he  attended  closely 
to  hin  remarks. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  having  decided  that 
the  remarks  were  perfectly  in  order — 

Mr.  IJERRIEN  resumed,  protesting  that  we 
were  pursuing  a  cour.sc  in  reference  to  this  acqui- 
sition of  territory  which  the  Constitulicm  did  not 
justify.  The  extent  of  the  high  and  holy  princi- 
ples for  which  that  instrument  gave  the  power  to 
raise  armies  were  distinctly  stated,  and  had  no 
reference  to  ag<;resrtive  war,  or  the  rit'ht  to  seize 
foreign  territory.  It  surely  cannot  be  pretended 
that  the  object  sought  to  be  nccom])lishe(l  was  the 
indemnity  of  those  of  our  citizens  who  have  suffer- 
ed wrongs  from  Mexico  !  Conquest  gives  power 
but  confer-s  no  riglit.  It  gives  power  to  do  what 
you  will  with  a  prostrate  foe,  subject  to  the  judg- 
ment of  Heaven  a.s  to  the  manner  in  which  suc-h 
power  in  exerted.  In  this  case,  he  felt  exceedingly 
anxious  that  in  our  demands  on  Mexico  we  should 


not  pass  beyond  the  line  of  right,  that  we  should 
require  nothing  beyond  a  just  indemnity. 

That  we  had  ]-)laced  ourselves  in  hostile  attitude 
to  Mexico  by  our  annexation  of  Texas,  he  pre- 
sumed no  one  could  doubt.  For  some  time  before 
the  resolution  to  annex  Texas  passed,  there  had 
been  no  active  hostilities  between  herand  Mexico. 
Before  the  annexation,  the  President  had  deter- 
mined, at  whatever  cost,  to  extend  the  boundaries 
of  Texas  to  the  Rio  Grande — peaceably  if  he 
could,  forcibly  if  he  must.  He  pointed  out  the 
evidence  of  this  fact  in  the  correspondence  of  the 
Government  with  General  Taylor,  who  resisted 
every  effort  to  ]nish  forward  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
until  ho  received  the  final  order  to  advance.  The 
conduct  of  General  Taylor,  in  this  instance,  was 
truly  patriotic,  as  it  was  eminently  wise.  He  came 
to  the  conclusion,  from  an  examination  of  the 
facts,  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  circumstances 
cotmected  with  the  beginning  of  the  war  to  justify 
us  in  asking  as  indemnity  the  territory  now  de- 
manded. But  supposing  that  Mexico  had  come 
into  territory  which  belonged  to  the  United  States, 
having  committed  this  act  of  ag2;ression,  has  she 
not  been  sufficiently  chastised  for  the  act  l)y  the 
victories  of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma? 
Have  we  not  in  these  battles  and  those  which  pre- 
ceded, sufficiently  elevated  and  fixed  the  reputation 
of  our  country  ?  Mexico  must  have  learned  that 
hereafter  she  must  not  meet  our  troops  in  collision; 
and  when  this  lesson  was  first  given  her,  had  we 
then  terminated  the  wa-,  the  glory  and  security 
acquired  by  the  act  would  have  far  exceeded  any 
which  we  have  since  obtained,  or  which  we  can 
e.ver  acquire  in  a  war  of  conquest.  After  the  ar- 
mistice at  Monterey,  Mexico  would  have  readily 
listened  to  a  proposition  to  conclude  the  war  on  such 
terms  as  we  might  have  been  disposed  to  offer. 

For  what  purpose  was  the  war  prosecuted  after 
this  armistice?  It  was  said  that  it  was  to  conquer 
peace.  He  could  attach  no  definite  meaning  to  the 
phrase;  but  the  amount  of  treasure  and  of  blood 
which  has  since  been  wasted,  has  yet  to  be  cal- 
culated. "With  reference  to  the  aggressions  com- 
mitted by  Mexico  on  our  citizens,  we  had  made 
a  treaty,  which  gtood  in  the  place  of  any  preexist- 
ing claim  to  indemnity;  our  claim  was  merged  in 
that  treaty,  and  we  could  not  set  up  any  demand 
for  indemnity  independent  of  that  treaty.  He 
made  some  sarcastic  observations  on  the  justice 
and  humanity  which  were  attributed  to  our  policy 
by  some  of  the  SWators  who  had  advocated  this 
bill. 

As  to  the  idea  of  manifest  destiny,  which  many 
had  connected  with  this  war,  he  inquired,  if  the 
adoption  of  the  phrase  was  not  an  innovation  on 
the  omnipotence  of  God,  and  whether  poor  worms 
of  earth  could  pretend  to  understand  and  explain 
the  purposes  of  Deity. 

He  referred  to  the  language  in  which  the  Presi- 
dent, in  his  message  relative  to  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  designated  the  political  institutions  of  Me.x- 
ico  as  similar  to  our  own.  Yet  we  now  require  of 
Mexico  to  cede  the  soil  and  government  of  two  of 
her  separate,  sovereign  and  inde|iendentStates;  and 
this,  he  contended,  we  had  no  right  to  require.  If 
the  case  of  Mexico  and  the  United  States  was  re- 
versed, and  Mexico  had  been  in  the  midst  of  our 
capital,  made  a  demand  for  the  cession  of  two  of 
our  States,  should  we  not  have  rejected  the  propo- 
sition with  scorn,  and  declared  our  determination 
to  sustain  the  integrity  of  our  Union,  or  to  die  in 
its  defence? 

In  reference  to  the  value  of  California  it.<!elf,  he 
-looked  at  the  opposite  estimates  which  had  been 
circulated.    If  it  was  unfit  for  cultivation;  we  ought 
not  to  take  it  as  a  gift.     If  it  was  capable  of  culti- 
vation, and  unfit  for  slave  labor,  the  South  would 
attach  little  value  to  it.    If  it  was  capable  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  fit  for  slave  labor,  then  would  arise  that 
dangerous  question,  to  which  every  other  question 
is  as  nothing  in  point  of  importance — a  question  in 
which  the  North  and  the  South   have  taken  their 
honest  and  unalterable  stand.     If  he  saw  nothing 
else  in  it  but  the  dread  that  this  question  might  be 
introduced,  he  would  reject  all  the  broad  lands  of 
Mexico,  rather  than  encounter  it.     He  prayed  that 
[  the  time  may  be  far  distant  when  sectional  feelings 
;  shall  sunder  our  Union.     He  devoutly  hoped  that 
i  our  country  would   prosper  in    its   happy  Union, 
I  casting  its  beneficence  around  it,  carrying  on  the 
\  hi!rh  pur[)0.ses  for  which  it  was  fouYided,  and  that 
nothing  v/ould  occur  to  disturb  its  harmony,  or  to 
■  u(1(?ct  its  durabilitv. 


Mr.  WEBSTER.  Although  laboring  under 
deep'depression,  I  still  feel  it  my  duty,  at  as  early 
a  moment  as  I  may  be  able,  to  address  the  Senate 
upon, the  state  of  the  country,  and  on  the  further 
prosecution  of  the  war.  I  have  listened,  sir,  .silent- 
ly but  attentively  to  the  discussion  which  has  taken 
place  upon  this  bill,  and  upon  other  connected  sub- 
jects in  this  Senate;  and  it  is  not  my  purpo.^e  to 
enter  into  the  historical  narrative,  or  the  historical 
argument  which  has  accompanied  its  discussion  on 
the  one  side  or  on  the  other.  New  events  have 
arisen,  bringing  new  questions;  and  since  the  re- 
sumption of  the  discussion  upon  this  measure,  twa 
or  three  days  ago,  these  events  have  been  alluded 
to,  first  by  the  honorable  Senator  who  conducts 
this  bill  through  the  Senate,  and  again  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  before  me  from  Carolina.  By  both 
these  honorable  members  these  events  have  been 
declared  to  be  well  known  to  all  the  world,  and  by 
one  of  them  [Mr.  C.vss]  it  was  remarked  that  there 
need  be  no  affectation  of  mystery.  Since  these 
statements  were  made  I  have  heard  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  express  his  views  on  the 
question.  1  have  heard  him  on  various  and  mo- 
mentous- subjects,  on  many  interesting  occasions, 
and  I  desire  to  say,  sir,  that  I  never  heard  him 
with  more  unqualified  concurrence  in  every  word 
he  uttered.  The  topics  which  he  discussed  were 
presented,  it  appears  to  me,  in  their  just  light,  and 
he  sustained  his  own  views  in  regard  to  them  with 
that  clearness  and  power  of  argument  which 
always  characterize  his  efforts  in  debate.  I  thank 
him.  I  thank  him  especially  for  the  manly  stand 
he  took  upon  one  point,  which  has  not  been  so 
much  discussed  here  as  others — I  mean  the  plain, 
absolute  unconstitutionality  and  illegality  of  the 
Executive  Government  in  attempting  to  enact  laws 
by  Executive  authority  in  conquered  territories  out 
of  the  United  States.  Sir,  whether  the  power  ex- 
ists in  the  President  or  not,  may  be  inferred  by  an- 
swering another  question.  Does  he  wear  a  crown? 
That's  the  only  question.  If  he  wears  a  crown — 
if  he  is  the  king  of  the  country —  if  we  are  his  sub- 
jects, and  they  who  are  conquered  by  the  arms  of 
the  country  become  his  subjects  also,  and  owe  him 
allegiance — why,  then,  according  to  well-established 
principles,  until  the  interference  of  the  Legislature, 
but  no  longer,  even  then,  he  may  conquer — he  may 
govern — he  may  impose  laws — he  may  lay  taxes — 
he  may  assess  duties.  The  King  of  England  has 
done  it,  in  the  various  cases  of  conquest,  from  the 
conquest  of  Wales  and  Ireland  down  to  the  con- 
quest of  the  West  India  Islands,  in  the  war  of  '56, 
and  in  the  wars  growing  out  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution. The  King  of  England  has  done  it;  dona 
it  by  royal  prerooative;  done  it  in  the  government 
of  his  own  sulijccts,  existing  in  or  inhabiting  ter- 
ritories not  under  the  protection  of  English  law, 
but  governed  by  him  until  Parliament  puts  them 
under  the  protection  of  English  law.  Now,  sir, 
there  was  laid  before  us,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  session,  a  system  of  legislation  for  Mexico  as 
for  a  conquered  country.  Let  us  not  confound 
ideas  that  are  in  themselves  separable  and  neces- 
sarily distinct.  This  is  not  the  question,  whether 
he  who  is  in  an  enemy's  country  at  the  head  of  an 
army,  may  not  supply  his  daily  wants;  whether 
he  may  not  seize  the  granaries  and  the  herds — if 
he  choose  so  to  conduct  the  war — of  the  enemy  in 
whose  country  he  is:  that  is  one  thing;  but  the 
question  is  here,  whether  sitting  in  the  Presidential 
house,  by  an  act  of  mere  authority,  when  the  coun- 
try is  conquered  and  subdued,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  may  by,  and  of,  and  through,  his 
own  power  establisli  in  Mexico  a  system  of  civil 
law. 

We  have  read,  sir,  and  some  of  us  have  not  for- 
gotten it,  in  all  books  of  authority  treating  of  tho 
law  of  nations,  that  when  a  country  is  conquered 
or  ceded,  its  existing  laws  are  not  changed  till  the 
com|)etent  authority  of  the  conquering  Power 
changes  them.  That  I  hold  to  be  the  universal 
doctrine  of  public  law.  Well,  here  is  a  system  of 
levying:  ta.xes,  repealing  old  laws,  and  making 
new  ones — a  system  behind  that,  of  which  I  read 
with  pain  and  mortification;  for  I  find,  in  this  com- 
munication of  the  Secretary,  sanctioned  by  the 
President,  that  our  brave  troojis  (as  they  are  always 
called,  ten  times  in  every  paye)  were  directed  to  lay 
hold  on  (dl  the  little  municipal  treasures — all  the 
little  collections  for  social  pur|)oses  that  carried  on 
the  interior,  the  municipal,  what  we  should  call 
the  parish  concerns  of  Mexico!  They  were  direct- 
td  to  seize  them  all .'    The  War  Department  issued 
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orders  to  chase  the  Government  of  Mexico  like  a 
partridge  on  the  mountain,  from  city  to  city — to 
give  it  no  rest  for  the  sole  of  its  foot — to  extermi- 
nate it;  and  another  order  issued  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department  at  the  same  time  directed  this 
seizure  of  ail  these  small  and  petty  sums  of  public 
money.  I  am  obliged,  therefore,  to  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  for  bavins;  brought  this  sub- 
ject to  the  attention  of  the  Senate. 

lam  happy  in  having  an  opportunity  of  expres- 
sing my  repugnance  to  all  the  doctrine  and  all  the 
practice.  Where  will  it  lead  to  ?  What  does  the 
President  do  with  this  money  ?  Why,  he  supports 
the  army!  But  this  money  never  passes  under 
any  appropriation  of  law.  The  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  says  that  the  Executive  power  shall 
have  no  appropriations  for  military  purposes  for 
more  than  two  years.  But  here  there  is  a  stand- 
ing appropriation  put  at  the  disposition  and  discre- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  all  the 
money  he  can  collect  by  this  system  of  personal 
E.xecutive  legislation  over  seven  millions  of  people, 
and  that  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  !  If  the  statement  of  this  case  does  not  at- 
tract the  attention  of  the  community — in  short,  if 
the  question  is  not  argued  before  an  American 
Senate  when  it  is  stated,  it  is  beyond  my  power  to 
illustrate  it  by  any  further  argument. 

Sir,  while  I  rejoice  that  the  honorable  member 
from  South  Carolina  has  done  so  important  a  ser- 
vice, as  to  put  this  question  in  a  proper  and  clear 
light  before  the  community  and  the  Senate;  and, 
while  I  agree,  as  I  have  said,  in  ail  that  he  has 
uttered  on  the  topics  which  he  has  treated;  that 
topic  which  was  upon  my  mind  and  my  conscience 
more  than  all  the  rest,  was  a  topic  which  he  did 
not  treat,  and  in  regard  to  which  I  fear  I  may  not 
expect — would  to  God  that  I  could  expect! — his 
concurrence,  and  the  strength  of  his  arm:  I  mean 
the  object,  plain  and  manifest,  original  in  the  in- 
ception of  this  war,  not  always  avowed,  but  always, 
however,  the  real  object:  the  creation  of  new  States 
on  the  southern  border  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
formed  put  of  the  territory  of  Mexico,  and  the  peo- 
ple inhabiting  the  territory  of  Mexico.  If,  after  a 
service  of  thirty  years  in  these  councils,  he  could 
have  taken  a  lead — if  his  convictions  of  duty,  I  mean 
to  say,  could  have  allowed  him  to  take  a  lead  and 
make  a  stand  for  the  integrity  of  the  United  States, 
even  with  these  large  recent  accessions,  which  I 
am  willing  to  consider  as  brotherly  accessions', 
that  I  have  no  disposition  to  reject,  discourage,  or 
discountenance,  in  the  existing  circumstances  of  the 
case — if,  I  say,  sir,  that,  at  the  end  of  our  common 
service,  now  for  thirty  years,  the  honorable  mem- 
ber could  have  seen  his  line  of  duty  to  lie  in  such 
a  direction  that  he  could  have  taken  a  stand  for  the 
integrity  of  the  United  States — these  United  States, 
into  whose  service  he  and  I  entered  in  early  life, 
with  warm  and  equally  warm  patriotic  affections — 
the  love  of  a  known  country,  a  defined  country,  an 
American  country, — if  he  had  found  it  consistent 
with  his  duty  to  have  taken  such  a  stand,  and  1 
had  perished  in  supporting  him  in  it,  I  should  feel 
that  I  had  perished  in  a  service  eminently  connected 
with  the  prosperity  and  true  honor  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  obliged  to  my  friend  from 
Georgia  for  having  taken  that  view  of  some  topics 
in  this  case,  with  his  usual  clearness  and  ability, 
which  will  relieve  me  from  the  necessity  of  discus- 
sing those  subjects  which  he  has  taken  up.  I  feel, 
sir,  the  great  embarrassment  which  surrounds  me, 
brought  about  by  those  events  which  have  taken 
place  and  been  adverted  to  in  the  Senate.  It  has 
been  stated  by  the  gentleman  to  whom  I 'alluded, 
[Mr.  Cass,]  that  the  whole  world  knows  that  a 
treaty  has  come  hither  from  Mexico — that  it  has 
been  acted  upon  here,  and  is  sent  back — that  a 
member  of  this  body,  occupying  an  eminent  posi- 
tion in  its  deliberations  and  conduct,  has  been  sent 
out  as  a  minister  with  full  powers  to  make  expla- 
nations— of  course  not  explanations  of  what  was 
done  in  Mexico,  but  explanations  of  what  has  been 
done  here.  There  has  been  such  a  paper  here — I 
allude  to"  none  of  its  jiarticulars,  although  follow- 
ing the  example  of  the  honorable  member  from 
Michigan,  who  says  that  all  the  world  knows  there 
is  a  treaty,  I  might  say,  all  the  world  knows,  too, 
exactly  what  the  treaty  is,  for  the  details  are  as 
well  known  as  the  principal  fact.  I  feel,  sir,  as  I 
said,  a  new  embarrassment.  On  the  events  that 
have  occurred  here  within  three  weeks,  political 
friends  to  some  extent  differ,  and  that  goes  nearer 


to  my  heart  than  any  dart  that  political  adversaries 
could  direct. 

The  war  is  odious.  Generally  speaking,  taking 
the  whole  couniry  together,  the  war  is  odious  in  a" 
high  degree.  The  country  is  distressed.  A  treaty 
has  been  offered.  It  has  been  here,  and  it  has  been 
sent  back.  Now,  I  feel,  sir,  that  there  has  been 
manifested  throughout  the  country  a  very  strong 
desire,  for  the  sake  of  peace,  that  this  treaty,  or  any 
treaty,  should  be  ratified.  The  business  of  the 
country  is  disorganized  and  distressed.  Men  know 
not  what  to  calculate  upon.  The  occupations  of 
life  are  embarrassed.  The  finances  of  individuals, 
as  well  as  of  the  country,  are  much  deranged — the 
circumstances  of  individuals  placing  them  in  great 
exigency  and  necessity  of  immediate  relief;  and 
there  has  come  up  a  strong  expression  in  favor  of 
any  treaty  on  any  terms,  if  it  will  bring  peace. 
Now,  sir,  I  am  not  for  any  treaty  on  any  terms, 
though  it  bring  peace.  In  my  judgment,  with  en- 
tire diffidence  therein,  and  entire  deference  to  the 
better  judgment  of  others,  1  think  that  this  indis- 
criminate demand  of  peace,  in  any  circumstances 
and  on  any  terms,  is  either  an  effusion  of  ecstatic 
delight  at  the  prospect  of  getting  rid  of  an  abomi- 
nated war,  or  else  it  is  the  result  of  a  feeling  for 
which  1  have  not  so  much  respect — that  we  are  to 
take  this,  whatever  it  may  be;  or  I  will  rather  say, 
that  we  are  to  take  whatever  may  be  offered,  lest 
our  masters  should  give  us  harder  terms.  It  is 
either  the  effusion  of  joy  at  the  prospect  of  putting 
an  end  to  the  war,  or  else  that  men's  resolution 
cools. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  the  press  on  all  sides,  with 
very  few  exceptions — perhaps  uniting  for  once — 
have  for  the  last  three  weeks  pressed  the  Senate, 
by  their  daily  counsels  and  advice,  to  take  the 
treaty  whatever  it  may  be.  All  these  considera- 
tions, which  seem  to  me  to  spring  from  the  first 
impulse,  and  not  from  the  sober  second  thought  of 
the  people,  appear  to  be  designed — I  will  not  say 
designed,  but  calculated,  as  they  have  been  calcu- 
lated— to  press  forward  the  councils  of  the  Senate; 
and  to  induce  these  councils  to  take  any  bit  of 
parchment,  or  any  bit  of  paper  which  could  be 
called  or  concluded  to  be  a  treaty — to  clench  it, 
and  confirm  it,  with  our  eyes  blindfolded.  No, 
sir — with  our  eyes  dead,  sightless  as  the  eyes  of  a 
marble  statue,  to  all  the  future. 

On  these  subjects,  sir,  to  the  extent  to  which  it 
may  be  proper  for  me  to  discuss  them,  I  wish  to 
declare  my  sentiments  once  for  all;  not  going  back 
to  the  origin  of  the  war — not  reexamining  orders 
of  the  Executive — not  pausing  to  consider,  as  my 
honorable  friend  from  Georgia  has  done,  the  vari- 
ous stages  in  the  progress  of  the  campaigns,  in 
which  it  might  seem  to  have  been,  and  I  think  he 
has  proved  that  it  was,  the  duty  of  the  Executive 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  arresting  the  war, — 
without  attempting  any  of  this  sort  of  discursive 
dissertation  upon  the  case,  I  nevertheless  desire  to 
express  my  opinions  upon  the  state  of  the  country, 
upon  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war,  and  upon 
that  most  important,  and,  if  not  vital,  most  inter- 
esting question,  the  revenue,  and  the  ability  of  the 
country,  in  the  present  existing  legislation  of  Con- 
gress, to  supply  the  public  demands.  An  under- 
standing, however,  was  entered  into  yesterday,  to 
which  I  was  a  party,  that  the  question  upon  the  final 
passage  of  this  bill  should  be  taken  to-day.  I  do 
not  propose  to  depart  from  that  understanding.  If 
Iliad  strength,  which  I  have  not, and  health,  which 
I  have  not,  there  is  not  time,  without  pushing  the 
Senate  into  a  very  late  session,  to  say  what  I  wish 
to  say.  I  will,  therefore,  with  the  permission  of 
the  Senate — and  I  hope  not  without  the  concur- 
rence of  the  honorable  member  who  is  at  the  head 
of  the  Finance  Committee,  postpone  what  I  have 
further  to  say  upon  this  subject,  until  the  early  part 
of  next  week,  when  I  understand  the  loan  bill 
will  be  before  the  Senate.  This  measure  is  to  raise 
men;  that  measure  is  to  pay  them.  The  object, 
therefore,  of  both  is  one — the  further  prosecution 
of  the  war  with  Mexico.  What  I  have  to  say, 
then,  may  as  well  be  said  appropriately  on  one  bill 
as  the  other,  and  therefore  I  shall  not  now  detain 
the  Senate;  but  if  an  opportunity  should  be  otfered 
upon  the  earliest  introduction  of  the  loan  bill,  I 
shall  claim  the  privilege  of  expressing  myself  on 
the  several  points  which  I  have  now  mentioned  to 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  CASS.  Mr.  President,  before  I  proceed  to 
the  more  serious  part  of  my  undertaking,  I  beg  to 
make  a  few  remarks  somewhat  personal  to  myself. 


And  1  am  induced  to  do  so  in  consequence  of  an 
allusion  made  the  other  dayby  my  honorable  friend 
from  Delaware,  (for  I  am  sure  he  will  permit  me  to 
call  him  such,)  and  which,  I  frankly  confess,  I  did 
not  take  in  very  good  part.  The  Senator  said  I 
was,  or  had  constituted  myself,  the  champion  of  the 
Administration,  and  that  I  had  blown  a  trumpet 
and  uttered  a  note  of  defiance — that  I  had  thrown 
down  a  glove,  v/hich  he,  in  the  spirit,  I  presume  of 
chivalry,  had  taken  up.  Now,  sir,  all  this  is  in- 
correct. I  gave  no  challenge;  I  assumed  no  cham- 
pionship; I  uttered  no  note  of  defiance.  The  very 
thing,  which  the  Senator  from  Delaware  supposes 
I  did.  was  the  very  thing  I  feel  I  could  not  have 
had  the  folly  to  do.  I  said,  on  the  introduction  of 
the  army  bill,  that  in  presenting  it,  I  should  not 
touch  any  of  the  disputed  points  which  divide  our 
two  great  political  parties,  but  I  thought,  from 
appearances,  which  could  not  be  misapprehended, 
that  these  would  be  introduced  by  otheis.  I  said 
further,  that  the  discuss  on  of  the  great  topics  of 
the  day,  respecting  the  war,  could  not  be  avoided, 
though  I  had  hoped  they  would  be  postponed  till 
this  necessary  bill  was  passed;  but  that  at  any 
rate,  however  severe  might  be  the  attack,  I  trusted 
it  would  be  as  earnestly  met,  and  easily  repelled. 
This  is  the  substance  of  my  remarks,  sir,  and  I 
must  say  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware, 
that  he  has  not  a  little  surprised  me  by  deducing 
from  them  the  conclusion,  that  I  had  constituted 
myself  the  champion  of  the  Administration,  and 
that  I  had  brought  on  a  controversy  by  the  very 
terms,  with  which  I  disclaimed  any  such  intention. 
Why,  sir,  I  knew  all  this  would  come,  and  so  did 
every  member  of  the  Senate.  I  knew  that  the 
course  of  the  Administration  would  be  severely 
assailed  on  the  other  side  of  tlie  Chamber,  and  my 
conviction  was  not  the  less  certain,  that  it  would  be 
promptly  met  on  this  side  and  easily  repelled.  But 
1  trust  I  did  not  say,  certainly  I  did  not  think,  it 
would  be  repelled  by  me.  I  knew. that  task  was 
committed  to  better  hands  than  mine.  I  knewthere 
were  faithful  sentinels  on  this  side  of  the  Senate; 
able  and  experienced  statesmen;  prompt,  powerful, 
and  fearless  debaters,  who  have  passed  much  of 
their  lives  in  thesfe  legislative  encounters,  and  who 
would  defend  with  energy,  and  I  believed  with  suc- 
cess, those  measures,  which  met  with  the  entire 
approbation  of  the  great  party,  to  v/hich  they  be- 
long. It  is  in  no  spirit  of  affected  humility,  that  I 
feel  I  have  no  right  to  assume  the  duties  of  men 
like  these.  Mylife  has  not  been  passed  in  such 
scenes  as  this.  The  early  and  more  active  portion 
of  it  was  spent  amid  the  toils  and  privations  and 
exposures  of  a  new  country,  and  not  a  little  of  it 
upon  the  very  verge  of  civilization,  and  even  be- 
yond it,  where  duties  far  different  from  those  com- 
mitted to  us  here,  called  me  and  occupied  me.  A 
vote  of  the  Senate  has  placed  me,  contrary  to  niy 
own  wishes,  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  and  if,  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties, 
I  can  lend  any  aid  towards  what  I  consider  the  best 
interests  of  my  country  in  the  situation  in  which 
she  is  placed,  I  shall  be  satisfied,  without  making 
the  vain  attempt  attributed  to  me  by  the  Senator 
from  Delaware.  So  much  for  my  championship. 
It  is  not  my  glove,  which  the  honorable  Senator 
has  picked  up,  but  his  own. 

The  distinguished  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Calhoun,]  in  the  discussion  of  yesterday, 
gave  his  opinions  upon  some  important  topics  con- 
nected with  this  bill.  The  questions,  presented  by 
him  are  of  the  highest  importance,  and  were  urged 
with  all  that  closeness  and  clearness  which  charac- 
terize his  intellectual  labors.  I  desire  to  express 
not  only  my  dissent  from  his  conclusions,  but,  as 
briefly  as  may  be,  the  views  that  have  struck  me 
during  the  short  period  I  have  had  to  reflect  upon 
the  subject.  At  the  very  commencement,  I  feel  a 
difficulty,  which  will  be  obvious  to  all  that  know — 
and  who  does  not  know  ? — the  process,  at  once  com- 
pressed and  logical,  by  which  that  Senator  reaches 
his  deductions;  in  consequence  of  being  compelled 
to  rely  upon  my  memory,  and  not  having  been 
able  to  read  his  speech,  which  has  been  laid  upon 
our  table,  since  we  took  our  seats  in  this  Chamber 
to-day. 

However  I  may  have  Biisapprehended  him,  du- 
ring the  progress  of  his  remarks,  I  did  not  misap- 
prehend him  at  their  commencement.  He  began 
by  asserting,  that  there  was  not  a  single  reason  in 
favor  of  the  passage  of  this  bill.  Certanily,  sir, 
this  assertion  is  far' too  broad.  We  may  differ  as 
to  the  weight  of  the  arguments  in  support  of  this 
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measure,  but  to  pronounce,  almost  ex  cathedra,  that 
that  there  Is  no  argument  at  all,  which  would  jus- 
tify its  passage,  seema  to  be  rather  a  bad  augury 
for  fair  investigation.  ; 

Tlie  Senator  says  it  will  be  mischievous  here,  I 
because  it  will  have  a  tendency  to  alarm  the  money  i 
interest.     Now,  sir,  1  have  no  invidious  compari-  ! 
son  to  make  among  the  various  occupations  of  our  | 
community — the  members  of  which,  while  labor-  j 
ing  for   themselves,  are  contributing  also  to  the  j 
wealtli  of  the  country.    It  is  not  my  habit.    I  would  j 
merely  remark,  that  questions  alfecting  the  honor  | 
and  interest  of  the  country,  in  her  communication  j 
with   other  nations,  must  be  decided  upon  much 
higher  considerations,  than    the  efl'ects   they  will  [ 
produce  upon  the  stock  market,  and  upon  the  flue-  i 
tuations,  which  give  to  its  speculations  the  spirit, 
sometimes,  of  gambling,  rather  than  of  sober  cal- 
culation.    But,  sir,  I  do  not  agree  with  the  Senator 
in  his  anticipations.     If,  as  I  understand  him,  a 
peace  is  necessary  for  the  wholesome  operation  of 
the  moneyed  interests, any  measures, havingatend- 
ency  to  promote  peace,  would  give  confidence  to 
those  who  control  it.      If,  sir,  an  overwhelming 
force  were  immediately  raised  and  despatched  to 
Mexico,  no  man  can  doubt  but  that  this  war  would 
be  immediately  terminated;  and  the   more  vigor- 
ous our  preparations — the  more  fixed  our  determina- 
tion to  prosecute  it  vigorously — the  more  convinced 
shall  we  be,  and  the  Mexican  people  also,  that 
peace  will  come,  and  come  speedily.     So  far  from 
viewing  this  subject  as  the  Senator  does,  I  con- 
sider every  step  we  take  towards  vigorous  prepar- 
ations, a  step  towards  peace;  and  I  believe  it  will 
strengthen,  and  not  weaken,  the  confidence  of  the 
moneyed   men,  and  aid,  instead  of  injuring,  the 
money  market.    If  we  go  on  with  a  series  of  timid, 
irresolute,  and  indecisive  measures,  we  may  pro- 
long this  war  till  doomsday.    If  we  strike  one  vig- 
orous stroke,  we  may  terminate  it  without  delay. 

The  Senator  says,  also,  that  the  passage  of  this 
bill  will  be  mischievous  in  Mexico,  because  it  will 
animate  some  of  the  parties,  into  which  that  un- 
happy country  is  divided,  to  increased  exertions 
agamst  us.  If  this  be  so,  it  presents  to  me  a  new 
chapter  in  human  nature.  When  our  country  is 
at  war,  or  apparently  approaching  it,  to  put  on  an 
armor  and  an  attitude  befitting  the  occasion,  would 
be,  according  to  this  new  principle  of  national 
intercommunication,  impolitic,  if  not  dangerous,  as 
it  would  excite  the  enemy  to  more  vigorous  action. 
Mr.  President,  it  is  not  thus,  I  have  read  history, 
and  it  is  not  thus  that  public  disputes  are  brought 
to  satisfactory  termination.  If  in  peace  to  prepare 
for  war,  is  a  wise  sentiment — now  become  an  ax- 
iom— certainly  when  hostilities  have  actually  com- 
menced, and  two  Powers  are  contending  for  the 
mastery,  if  one  relaxes  it  preparations  for  fear  of 
animating  the  exertions  of  the  other,  it  is  not  diffi- 
cult to  foresee  to  what  dishonor  such  a  course — 
whether  originating  in  pusillanimity  or  false  mag- 
nanimity— must  necessarily  lead. 

But,  sir,  are  there  no  reasons  why  this  bill  should 
now  pass?  There  are,  sir,  and  very  strong  ones 
too — so  decisive,  indeed,  that  even  the  powerful 
intellect  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  not 
been  able  to  satisfy  me,  that  there  is  one  substan- 
tial objection  to  the  measure. 

We  are  at  war  with  Mexico.  The  papers, 
indeed,  of  to-day,  tell  us  that  an  armistice  fur  two 
months  has  been  concluded.  That  is  liable  to  be 
broken,  and  liostilities  resumed,  from  one  day  to 
another,  as  accident  or  design  on  the  jiart  of  the 
enemy  may  dictate.  And  a  proof  of  their  bad  faith, 
in  a  similar  arrangement  at  the  cily  of  Mexico, 
should  warn  us,  that  little  reliance  can  be  placed 
upon  these  stipulations;  and,  indeed,  the  very  de-. 
Bpaich,  which  brought  us  information  of  ihe  armis- 
tice, lirought  us  also  information,  that  it  had  l)een 
broken.  And  happen  what,may,  in  the  mean  time, 
this  armistice,  at  the  end  of  the  term,  must  give 
way  to  liostilities,  unless  prolonged  by  mutual  con- 
sent, or  terminated  by  a  peace.  And  certainly  it 
will  not  be  prolonged  by  us,  unless  a  peace  is  to 
take  its  place. 

Now,  sir,  what  does  a  wise  precaution  require.' 
It  requires  us  to  strengthen  our  forces  in  Mexico, 
and    to   make   the   mf)^t  vigorous   preparation   to  i 
proseciilc   the  war  with   renewed  exertion,  should 
our  efforLs  to  procure  a  peace  prove  fruitless. 

You  know,  Mr.  President, and  the  Senate  knows, 
and  the  country  knows,  that  a  paper  has  arrived 
here,  and  gone  back  to  Mexico,  with  the  imprima- 
tur of  this  body  upon  it,  modified,  indeed,  but  still 


fixing  terms,  which  will  lead  to  peace  if  accepted 
by  the  Mexican  Government.  Now,  sir,  it  may 
be  accepted  there,  or  rejected,  no  man  can  tell 
which.  The  Government  is  unstable,  the  people 
intractable  and  turbulent,  and  the  country  split  into 
factions,  warring  againstone  another,  and  each  con- 
tending for  sufiremacy.  In  such  a  state  of  things, 
what  is  our  duty?  It  is,  as  I  have  already  said, 
to  be  prepared  for  contingencies,  and  to  recom- 
mence our  military  operations  with  the  utmost 
vigor,  as  soon  as  the  war  recommences,  if  that 
event  should  happen. 

But,  in  the  second  place,  the  very  preparation 
we  make  may  be  the  reason  for  rendering  its  em- 
ployment unnecessary.  If  the  Government  and 
people  of  Mexico  see,  by  the  measure's  which  we 
have  taken  here,  that  there  is  an  absolute  deter- 
mination to  overrun  and  overcome  their  country,  i 
that  would  furnish  a  strong  motive  for  iheiracqui- 
escence  in  the  terms  of  peace.  As  our  relaxation 
would  encourage  them  to  resist,  so,  renewed  exer- 
tions on  our  part  would  show  them  the  futility  of 
resistance,  and  leave  them  no  hope,  but  in  doing  us 
justice.  So  much  for  the  reasons  in  favor  of  the 
passage  of  this  bill.  The  force  it  contemplates  to 
raise  may  not  be  wanted.  In  that  event,  it  will 
not  be  organized,  and  no  injury  will  be  done.  It 
may  be  wanted,  and  in  that  event,  it  will  be  ready 
for  such  contingencies,  as  may  happen. 

The*Senator  from  South  Carolina  says,  that 
when  the  President,  in  his  annual  message,  asked 
for  this  force,  he  did  so  in  order  to  be  able  to  pros- 
ecute the  war  more  vigorously,  and  that  to  vote  fisr 
this  bill  is  to  give  a  pledge,  that  this  should  be  done. 
This  may  be  so,  sir;  but  whether  so  or  not,  I  am 
ready  to  give  any  necessary  pledge  upon  the  sub- 
ject. The  Senator  is  not  in  favor  of  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war,  even  should  we  fail  in  our 
efforts  to  obtain  a  peace.  What  are  h  is  views  upon 
this  subject,  sir?  He  says,  that  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  the  opinion  was  spreading 
everywhere,  that  the  whole  of  Mexico  should  bte 
annexed  to  the  United  States;  but  that  since  that 
time,  a  change  has  been  going  on — the  result,  I 
suppose,  of  our  discussions — and  that  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  whole  Mexican  territory  is  no  longer 
desired.  For  my  part,  sir,  I  see  no  change  what- 
ever upon  this  subject.  1  believe  the  prevailing 
sentiment  is  now,  just  what  it  has  been  during  the 
whole  progress  of  these  hostilities.  'The  Senator, 
in  his  remarks  upon  this  subject  some  two  or  three 
months  since,  when  asked  for  the  proof,  that  the 
acquisition  of  all  Mexico  was  desired  by  the  Amer- 
ican people,  referred  to  one  or  two  demonstrations, 
that  had  taken  place  at  one  or  two  public  meetings, 
but  failed  to  produce  the  slightest  evidence,  as  in- 
deed there  was  none,  that  the  American  people  had 
determined  upon  this  great  experiment.  The  sen- 
timent prevailed  then,  and  prevails  yet,  that  we 
may  be  compelled  to  make  it,  by  th,e  obstinate  in- 
justice of  the  Mexicans,  and  that,  if  we  cannot 
terminate  the  war  in  any  other  way,  we  must  ter- 
minate it  by  taking  possession  of  their  country, 
and  holding  it  subject  to  our  power,  and  with  some 
kinil  of  a  government,  to  provide  for  its  internal 
secniity. 

Well,  sir,  this  state  of  things  may -come,  but  I 
hope  not.  But  it  will  not  be  preventetl  by  speeches 
and  resolutions  in  this  body.  It  will  be  prevented 
by  much  higher  events.  For  myself,  my  opinion 
has  been  unchanged,  and  I  have  several  times 
expressed  it  in  this  Chamber.  I  think  the  anni- 
hilation of  the  Mexican  Government  and  the  an- 
nexation of  Ihe  whole  Mexican  territory  would  be 
a  serious  injury  to  our  Confederacy.  I  see  great 
inconvenience  in  the  measure,  and  many  sound 
practical  objections  to  it.  But  I  repeat  also  my 
previous  declaration,  that  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  believe  that  even  that  step  would  be  fatal  to 
us.  My  confidence  in  the  progress  and  duration 
of  this  Government  is  unshaken  and  unshakalfle. 
Its  destiny,  under  God,  is  committed  to  the  people, 
and  no  other  earthly  powercan  destroy  it.  However 
extensive  may  be  the  sphere  of  its  o[)ei'ation,  it  has 
in  it  a  spirit  of  vitality,  growing  out  of  the  very 
princif)le  of  its  formation  and  objects — the  will  of 
all  for  the  good  of  all — which  will  enable  it  to  re- 
sist many  of  those  shocks  of  time  and  accident,  to 
which  other  governments  have  been  exposed,  and 
have  fallen  victims.  If  all  this  is  u  dream,  sir,  it 
is  a  very  happy  one,  and  a  dream  from  which  I 
have  no  wish  to  be  awakened. 

I  desire,  sir,  to  allude  to  a  remark  made  by  an 
honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Hunteu.] 


Some  time  since  he  addressed  the  Senate  upon  this 
subject  in  a  speech,  replete  with  able  view.s,  and 
beautiful  illustrations.  It  was  one  of  those  efforts 
which,  wliilc  they  do  honor  to  the  speaker,  reflect 
honor  upon  all  those  who  are  associated  with  him 
in  the  discharge  of  the  high  functions,  committed 
to  us.  While  I  thank  him  for  the  pleasure  he  gave 
me,  I  thank  him  also  for  his  favoralile  notice  of  a 
little  word  I  used  upon  that  occasion.  The  dis- 
tinguished Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  said, 
that  the  absorption  of  a"ll  Mexico  would  be  fatal  to 
us.  While  expressing  the  opinion  I  have  just  re- 
iterated, that  the  measure  would  be  iiijniious,  I 
repudiated  the  idea  that  it  would  be  f;\tal;  and  said, 
that  if  we  were  to  swallow  all  Mexico,  it  would  not 
kill  us.  Well, sir,  it  is  a  good  old  fashioned  phrase, 
but  the  Senator  from  Virginia  seemed  to  think  that 
it  required  some  protection,  and  threw  over  it  his 
critical  regis  by  saying  it  should  heieafter  become 
classical.  .  I  thank  the  honorable  Senator  for  his 
kind  interference;  but  I  beg  to  assure  him,  that  the 
phrase  had  some  pretensions  to  be  a  standard  one, 
even  before  I  used  it,  and  he  sanctioned  it.  It  is 
at  least  as  old,  in  our  language,  as  the  time  of  the 
translators  of  the  Bible.  How  much  more  aged,  I 
do  not  stop  to  inquire;  but  in  the  language,  whence 
our  Bible  was  translated,  it  is  at  least  thirty  centu- 
ries older.  "  Israel  is  swalloxced  vp,"  said  one  of 
her  prophets  when  the  throne  of  David  was  over- 
turned, and  his  kingdom  annexed,  aye,  annexed, 
to  the  kingdom  of  Assyria.  "  Israel  is  sioalloived 
tip."  Now,  sir,  I  may  congratulate  myself  upon 
my  position.  Supported  by  the  Bible  and  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Virginia,  I  may  defy  the 
shafts  of  criticism,  invulnerable  to  the  heel  behind 
such  bucklers  ! 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  instead  of  a 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  proposes  to  with- 
draw our  troops  from  the  other  portions  of  the 
Mexican  country,  and  to  establish  them  upon  a 
line,  which  shall  be  the  boundary  of  the  territory 
which  we  intend  to  hold.  This  proposition  lias,  in 
substance,  been  twice  before  made  by  the  honora- 
ble Senator;  once  at  the  last  session  of  Congress, 
and  once  some  weeks  since  at  the  present.  He 
supported  his  views  then  and  now  with  that  force 
which  marks  his  reasoning.  But  while  he  inter- 
ested, he  did  not  convince  me.  There  never  was 
such  a  line,  there  never  will  be  such  a  one.  I  say 
it  with  all  defference,  but  with  a  perfect  conviction 
of  the  truth,  that  such  a  line  is  impossible.  That, 
which  the  Senator  proposes,  runs  from  the  Rio 
Grande  to  the  Passo  del  Norte,  probably  about 
eight  hundred  miles;  and  thence,  with  a  deflection 
not  necessary  to  notice,  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  which 
is  a  little  less  than  an  equal  distance;  making  upon 
the  whole  route  probably  fifteen  hundred  miles. 
The  force  required  to  defend  the  line  of  the  Rio 
Grande  the  honorable  Senator  does  not  give;  but 
he  thinks  a  small  one  would  be  sufficient.  I  have 
conversed  with  one  of  our  ablest  jrenerals  upon 
this  subject,  and  he  considers  20,000  men  neces- 
sary to  the  defence  of  the  Rio  Grande  frontier. 

From  the  Passo  del  Norte  to  the  Gulf  of  Cali- 
fornia, the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  thinks  that 
one  regiment  and  a  few  small  vessels  of  war  would 
be  an  adequate  protection  against  Mexicans  and 
Indians.  What  cfiect  armed  vessels  can  have  in 
the  defence  of  a  line  which  stretches  six  hundred 
miles  beyond  them,  as  I  do  not  comprehend,  I  will 
not  stop  to  inquire.  Their  guns  would  probably 
command  the  beach,  off  which  they  might  anchor, 
if  they  anchored  near  enough.  But  I  do  not  be- 
lieve, that  a  Mexican  guerilla  would  place  himself 
within,  their  reach  in  order  to  cross  a  line  open  to 
him  in  all  directions.  As  to  the  regiment,  if  equally 
divided,  its  numbers  fit  for  duty  would  probably 
give  one  man  to  every  mile  of  distance  between 
the  Passo  and  the  Gulf,  certainly  not  more. 

In  his  annual  message,  the  President  has  pre- 
sented with  gl-cat  force  the  objections  to  this  prop- 
osition. I  shall  not  repeat  them,  for  thej^  must  be 
fresh  in  the'recollection  of  the  Senate.  They  seem 
to  me  to  prove,  beyond  question,  the  impolicy  of 
establishing  such  a  line,  and  the  irnfu-acticabiliiy  of 
holding  it.  With  no  natural  boundary,  with  no 
defensive  stations,  (for  how  many  could,  a  few 
hundred  men  occupy  and  defend?)  with  a  bound- 
less region  on  both  sides;  with  the  necessity  of 
bringing  supplies  through  long,  difficult,  and  ex- 
po.sed  rotites;  and  with  the  ever-consuming  dis- 
orders of  the  climate— how  could  such  a  line  be 
defended  with  such  a  force?  Our  troops  must  be 
in  detachments,  or  they  can  afford  no  protection; 
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while  the  enemy  may  be  in  masses,  and  bring  their 
whole  force  to  operate  upon  a  part  of  ours.     If  we 

.  are  defeated,  we  are  destroyed;  for  we  have  no 
reinforcements  to  order  up,  nor  to  fall  back  on. 
Our  point  of  support  might  be  one  thousand  miles 
off..  If  the  enemy  are  def«ated,  they  retire  beyond 
an  enchanted  line,  where  danger  cannot  come. 

But  after  all,  what  good  would  this  do,  even  if 
the  line  coukl  be  defended?  How  would  it  bring 
peace?  What  possible  motive  would  the  Mex- 
icans have  to  make  peace  in  such  a  state  of  things  ? 
They  have  it  at  all  times,  when  they  desire  it;  for 
the  line  is  a  Chinese  wall,  beyond  which  we  may 
jook  indeed,  but  must  not  pass.  For  if  we  should 
pass  it,  we  should  that  moment  abandon  our  plan, 
confess  its  inefficiency,  and  commence  a  new  sys- 
tem of  operations  to  recover  the  ground  from  which 
we  had  retreated  before  entering  upon  this  danger- 
ous experiment.  We  assume  our  line.  We  take 
ji  position  behind  it,  covering  the  country  we  in- 
tend to  hold.  It  is  a  sfjie  qua  non;  and  we  will  not 
treat  with  Mexico  till  she  relinquishes  all  right  to 
the  region  we  claim.  What,  then,'has  she  to  gain 
by  peace?  No  territory,  for  all  we  hold  we  keep; 
DO  honor,  for  that  is  compromised  by  the  cession; 
no  exemption  from  the  evils  and  calamities  of  war, 
for  she  is  just  as  secure  behind  the  line,  while  the 
italii  quo  lasts,  as  she  would  be  if  a  treaty  were 
signed,  sealed,  ratified,  and  j)romulgated.  If  she 
choose  to  sit  still,  there  is  peace;  if  sh'e  choose  to 
attack  us,  she  attacks  us,  and,  if  successful,  fol- 
lows up  her  advantages,  till  she  strikes  a  decisive 
blow;  but  if  unsuccessful,  she  retires  behind  her 
barrier,  and  awaits  a  better  opportunity  to  renew 
her  efforts.  Such  a  state  of  things  would  be  inter- 
minable, for  anything  I  see.  No  Government  could 
JYiaintaiii  it.  No  public  sentiment  could  bear  it. 
Mexico  would  have  every  motive  to  continue  it, 
because  the  chances  of  the  future  might  give  her 
success,  and  restore  her  territory;  whereas  they 

~could  do  her  no  injury,  and  in  the  mean  time  she 
would  not  put  tiie  seal  to  her  own  dishonor. 

As  to  the  defence  of  a  line  between  coterminous 
countries,  it  rests  upon  very  plain  principles.  If 
the  countries  are  at  war,  one  or  the  other,  or  both, 
will  attempt  to  cross  it.  Neither  will  remain  be- 
hind their  line  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  defend- 
ing it,  unless,  isdeed,  one  of  them  is  so  weak  that 
offensive  measures  would  be  impracticable.  If  an 
irruption  is  made,  the  party  making  it  has  neces- 
sarily some  military  operations  in  vjew,  which,  if 
successful,  it  pursues,  but  if  unsuccessful,  it  aban- 
dons and  returns.  The  defence  of  the  line  itself, 
in  this  state  of  things,  becomes  a  secondary  object,, 
yielding  to  ulterior  considerations,  involved  in  the 
jilansof  operations.  An  invading  force,  if  repelled, 
must  be  followed,  and  if  followed,  must  be  pur- 
sued to  its  places  of  refuge  or  the  battle-field,  where 
the  fate  of  arms  must  decide  the  contest.  Any  con- 
test between  nations,  involving  other  principles, 
would  be  irreconcilable  with  public  sentiment,  and 
incompatible  with  the  plainest  dictates  of  policy. 
No,  Mr.  President,  let  us  go  on  in  the  old-fash- 
ioned way — I  will  not  say  the  good  old-fashioned 
way,  because  the  term  would  be  inapplicable  and 
improper;  but  I  will  say  the  approved  old-fashion- 
ed way — and  wage  this  war  as  our  fathers  waged 
war  before  us,  and  as  our  sons  will  probably  wage 
it  after  us,  if  driven  to  this  last  appeal  of  nations. 
Let  us  discard  these  untried  plans,  and  place  our 
faith  in  experience,  not  in  experiments.  Let  us 
push  our  operations,  firmly  as  need  be,  but  merci- 
fully as  may  be,  till  we  have  conquered  enough  of 
the  country  to  overcome  obstinate  injustice,  and 
thus  to  conquer  a' peace. 

But  a  principal  object  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  seeios  to  be,  to  place  the  Administration 
in  the  wrong  in  the  measures  it  has  directed  to  be 
taken,  for  levying  contributions  for  the  support 
and  subsistetice  of  our  army  in  Mexico.  To  do 
this,  he  has  commenced  with  what  I  consider  a 
fundamental  error,  that  when  we  enter  an  ene- 
my's country  in  war,  we  take  with  us  all  the  pow- 
ers of  our  own  Constitution,  if  it  is  meant  by 
this,  that  an  invading  army  has  a  right  to  exercise 
all  the  powers  fairly  derivable  from  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  relating  to  a  state  of  war,  the  proposition 
is  true,  but  entirely  useless  for  the  purpose  of  the 
honorable  Senator's  argument.  But  if  it  is  meant 
that  the  guarantees  of  the  Constitution  accompany 
the  army  and  operate  u[)on  the  movements  of  our 
troops  in  a  liostile  country,  nothing  can  be  more 
erroneous  in  principle,  or  would  be  more  injurious 
in  practice.     The  slightest  reflection  will  satisfy 


any  one,  that  the  extension  of  our  constitutional 
guarantees  over  countries  occupied  by  our  armies 
would  be  utterly  subversive  of  all  the  rights  of 
war.  We  could  not  march  a  step  without  finding 
impediments  that  could  not  be  overcome.  The 
provisions  of  the  Constitution  are  : 

"That  Congress  shall  have  power — 

"  To  declare  ^var,  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisals, 
and  make  rules  and  regulations  conceiiiiug captures  oiiiaiid 
and  water. 

"To  raise  and  support  armies. 

"To  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the 
land  and  naval  forces." 

The  Constitution  further  provides  that — 
"The  President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  commander- 
in-chief  of  the  army  and  na.vy,"  &c. 

These  are  all  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
bearing  upon  the  war-making  power. 

In  the  whole  history  of  our  legislation  there  are 
but  two  provisions  respecting  the  conduct  of  our 
forces  in  foreign  countries,  and  these  are  coeval 
with  the  Government,  having  been  first  passed  in 
1775,  and  again  in  180G,  and  forming  thus  a  perma- 
nent part  of  our  military  code.  These  two  pro- 
visions are  in  articles  fifty-one  and  fifty-five  of  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war.  The  former  declares 
that-;- 

"  No  officer  or  soldier  shall  do  violence  to  any  person,  who 
brings  provisions  or  other  necessaries  to  the  camp,  garrison, 
or  quarters  of  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  employed  in 
any  parts  outof  the  said  States,  under  pain  of  death,  or  such 
other  punishment  as  a  court-martial  may  direct."* 

The  latter  declares  that — 

"  Whoever,  belonging  to  the  armies  of  the  United  States 
employed  in  foreign  parts,  shall  force  a  safeguard,  shall  suf- 
fer death." 

Here  is  our  whole  written  legislation,  constitu- 
tional or  congressional,  upon  this  subject. 

Now,  sir,  like^  other  nations,  we  are  liable  to 
war;  and  when  engaged  in  it,  we  are  entitled  to 
all  the  rights  which  that  condition  brings  with  it. 
Nor  do  I  believe,  that  those  rights  are  in  the  small- 
est tittle  diminished,  because  we  choose  that  our 
Chief  Magistrate  should  wear  a  hat  and  not  a 
crown,  to  follow  out  an  allusion  made  this  evening 
by  a  distinguished  Senator.  Our  army,  in  the 
prosecution  of  War,  enters  a  hostile  country.  What 
may  it  do  there?  Originally,  in  the  early  ages  of 
the  world,  the  right  of  conquest  included  an  unlim- 
ited right  to  seize  and  dispose  of  the  persons  and 
property  of  all  the  people  subjugated  by  its  arms — 
Hear  the  earliest  Jewish  historian  : 

"  And  we  took  all  his  cities  at  that  time,  and  utterly  de- 
stroyed the  rr.en  and  the  women,  and  the  little  ones,  of  every 
city,  we  left  none  to  remain." 

"  Only  the  cattle  we  took  for  a  prey  unto  ourselves,  and 
despoiled  the  cities,  which  we  took." 

In  the  progress  of  time,  however,  better  senti- 
ments prevailed, and  humanity  endeavored  to  check, 
if  not  the  progress  of  conquering  arnfiies,atleast  the 
evils  that  followed  in  their  train,  by  laying  down 
rules  for  assuaging  the  calamities  of  war.  These 
conventional  rules,  established  by  the  general  con- 
currence of  civilized  nations,  now  constitute  that 
part  of  the  law  of  nations  applicable  to  this  sub- 
ject. To  be  sure,  they  are  liable  to  be  violated, 
and  when  not  violated,  to  be  narrowed  in  their 
operations  by  controlling  circumstances;  but  their 
general  obligation  no  one  of  the  present  family  of 
nations  calls  in  question. 

I  repeat,  what  may  our  army  do  in  a  hostile  coun- 
try? It  may  do  anything  proper  to  promote  the 
objects  it  has  in  view,  which  is  not  prohibited  by 
its  own  Government,  or  by  the  laws  of  nations.  It 
goes  forth  to  battle  and  to  conquest.  Its  effort  is 
to  subdue  the  enemy  by  all  the  aggressive  means 
it  can  exercise.  To  injure  him,  when,  how,  and 
where  it  can, subject  only  to  the  limitation  I  have 
laid  down,  in  order  to  compel  him  to  accept  the 
terms  of  peace  prescribed  by  its  Government. 

But  in  the  practical  exertion  of  these  povvcrs  we 
are  met,  in  limine,  by  a  suggestion  of  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoun,] 
that  it  is  the  conqueror  to  whom  they  belong,  and 
that  this  conqueror  is  the  sovereign,  and  the  sov- 
ereign in  the  United  States  is  the  people,  who  alone 
can  exercise  these  high  attributes,  or  at  any  rate 
some  of  them.  It  may  be  remarked,  however,  that 
they  do  not  belong  to  the  conqueror,  as  such,  but 
to  the  enemy;  whether  an  invading  army  is  ad- 
vancing or  retreating,  victorious  or  defeated,  its 
rights  are  still  the  same,  and  belong  to  it  as  long 
as  the  last  band  composing  it  remains  in  arins  upon 
hostile  territory.  But  let  that  pass.  The  Senator 
also  says,  that  the  people  in  this  country  are  the 
sovereign.     I  shall  take  no  issue  with  him  upon 


that  proposition;  I  concede  it  in  the  fullest  extent. 
It  is  one  of  the  first  lessons  we  learn  after  leaving 
the  cradle;  it  is  as  broad  in  its  operation  as  thivf 
broad  land,  and  the  sentiment  itself  is  probably 
one  of  the  last  we  abandon  in  life.  But,  sir,  what 
then?  The  Senator  will  not  require  the  sovereign 
people  of  the  United  States  to  exercise  all  their 
right,  either  of  peace  or  war,  in  person.  This  is 
done,  and  must  be  done,  by  their  agents,  civil  and 
military,  who  are  responsible  to  them  and  con- 
trolled by  the  lavv's  they  choose  to  establish.  And 
if  our  sovereign  may  not  exercise  all  the  just  pow- 
ers of  war  by  our  military  officers,  which  a  Euro- 
pean sovereign  may  exercise,  in  person  or  by 
proxy,  it  follows  that  countries  with  monarchical 
forms  of  government  have  important  rights  of  in- 
dependence, which  do  not  belong  to  us.  I  dissent, 
Mo  ccelo,  from  any  such  doctrine,  and  from  any 
principles  necessarily  leading  to  it.  We  stand  on 
the  broad  platform  of  national  equality,  and  will 
not  yield  the  smallest  particle  of  our  rights  to  for- 
eign pretensions,  royal  or  imperial. 

Well,  sir,  our  army  commences  its  operations. 
It  may  overrun  the  whole  hostile  country,  doing 
all  those  deeds  of  distress  and  death  which  it  must 
do,  to  a  great  extent,  to  accomplish  the  objects  of 
its  destination.  Whence  does  it  derive  the  right 
to  do  all  this,  let  me  ask  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina?  Not  from  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws,  except  from  the  general  powers  I  have  quoted 
relating  to  war;  for  there  is  not  a  single  specific 
grant  in  our  whole  code,  looking  even  to  such  a 
state  of  things.  Let  him,  or  any  one  else,  put  his 
finger  upon  that  clause  of  our  statute  book,  which 
authorizes  an  American  soldier  to  kill  a  Mexican, 
to  burn  a  house,  or  to  seize  and  hold  a  city,  or  to 
do  the  thousand  and  one  acts  of  violence,  which  go 
to  make  up  the  condition  of  war.  Well,  then, 
even  without  specific  powers  from  our  sovereign, 
our  army  may  do  these  deeds,  simply  because  a 
war  exists,  and  they  are  its  proper  incidents.  No 
other  grant  is  necessary.  Our  sovereign  says  to 
our  armed  citizens,  I  am  at  war;  go  forth  and 
maintain  the  honor  and  interest  of  your  country. 
Now,  having  shown  what  an  army  does  and  may 
do,  I  may  call  upon  the  honorable  Senator  to  show 
what  it  may  not  do,  within  the  limitations  I  have 
laid  down.  He  will  acknowledge  it  may  kill  a 
Mexican,  not  because  it  is  expressly  authorized  to 
do  so  by  law,  but  because  that  act  is  proper  in  its 
operations,  and  is  allowed  by  the  general  laws  of 
warfare.  The  right  to  levy  supplies,  whether  of 
money,  of  provisions,  of  forage,  of  clothing,  of  the 
means  of  transportation,  and  of  other  objects  not 
necessary  to  be  enumerated,  belongs  to  the  state 
of  war.  No  one  will  deny  that  fact.  It  accom- 
nied  the  first  and  the  last  army  that  ever  entered 
the  battle-field,  and  will  accompany  every  one,  that 
may  hereafter  follow  in  the  same  career.  In  Eu- 
rope it  has  been  common,  in  later  years  to  subsist 
and  support  armies  in  the  enemy's  country,  and 
there  have  been  cases,  and,  I  believe,  not  a  few  of 
them,  where  they  have  sent  home  to  the  national 
treasury  large  sums  collected  during  their  progress. 
The  Allies,  on  the  downfall  of  Napoleon,  levied 
upon  France  a  contribution  of  1,500,000,000  of 
francs.  Whenever  a  European  army  enters  an 
enemy's  country,  it  calls  upon  the  municipal  au- 
thorities of  each  city  and  town  to  contribute  such 
supplies  in  kind  and  such  amount  of  money,  as  it 
chooses  to  demand,  under  the  penalty  of  military 
execution.  That  threat,  I  believe,  has  never  yet 
failed.  No  one  calls  in  question  the  right  of  our 
troops  to  take  supplies  in  kind  as  an  incident  to 
war.  Let  those  who  maintain  the  distinction, 
either  in  principle  or  practice,  between  supplies  in 
kind  and  in  cash,  show  it,  and  show  where  is  the 
power  to  demand  the  one  and  not  the  other. 

Why,  sir,  the  error  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  I  conceive  to  be  this:  He  seems  to  think, 
that  an  express  grant  of  power  from  the  sovereign 
of  the  country  is  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  some 
of  the  rights  of  war.-  If  to  some,  they  are  to  all; 
for  the  most  acute  mind  can  draw  no  line  between 
them — I  mean  between  those  usually  exercised  in 
legitimate  warfore.  As  to  the  power  of  the  sover- 
eign to  restrain  the  use  of  these  means  of  carrying 
on  war,  or  to  prohibit  them  entirely,  there  can  be 
no  doubt.  Congress,  the  legislative  agents  of  our 
sovereign,  may  at  any  time  establish  an  entire  code 
for  the  conduct  of  our  armies  in  hostile  countries, 
and  may  restrict  their  powers  withm  the  narrow- 
est limits.  The  question,  however,  is  not  what 
Congress  may  do,  but  what  it  has  done.     It  has 
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yet  done  nothing  of  the  kind,  and  our  troops  are 
free  to  act  as  the  ?;ood  of  the  country  may  require, 
and  as  tlie  incidents  belonging  to  a  state  of  war  ' 
fairly  permit.     The  exercise  of  these  powers  is  of 
course  vested   in   tlic  commanding-  officer,  unless 
directed   or    restrained    by  superior   autiiority  at 
home.     The  President  is  the  constitutional  com-  . 
mander-in-chiel",  and  whether  present  or  absent, 
may  direct  the  operations  of  our  armies  and  pre-  ; 
scribe  the  mode  of  conduct  they  shall  adopt.     He 
has  done  so  in  the  present  case. 

I  see  no  dillerence,-  sir,  in  the  application  of  the 
general  principle  arising  out  of  the  mode  in  which 
a  contribution  is  enforced,  whether  it  is  levied  by  the 
agency  of  our  own  officers  or  of  Me.xican  officers, 
the  power  is  the  same,  and  whether  upon  muni- 
cipal authorities,  upon  classes,  or  upon  individu- 
als. The  fairer  and  the  more  equal  is  the  mode, 
the  less  is  the  injury  and  the  greater  the  satisfac- 
tion. And  an  American  army,  of  all  other  armies, 
should  seek  to  attain  its  object  with  the  least  dis- 
tress. The  contribution  is  an  assessment,  and  all 
must  pay  it  who  are  subject  to  the  rules  of  war. 
And  it  is  the  nature  and  not  the  name  of  the  thing 
•which  determines  its  true  quality.  Call  it  as  you 
please,  tax,  duty,  impost,  supply,  contribution,  or 
what  not,  it  is  a  forcible  demand  of  private  means, 
made  by  an  army  in  an  enemy's  country,  of  such 
a  nature  and  amount  as  the  commander  of  the 
army  may  direct,  rendered  moie  acceptable  in  the 
present  instance  by  beirig  levied  and  collected  in 
conformity  with  the  Mexican  laws,  and  thus  ac- 
commodating itself  as  far  as  possible  to  Mexican 
usages.  There  never  was  a  better  form  of  con- 
tribution, than  that  which  we  have  adopted — one 
more  equal  in  its  operation,  or  less  oppressive  in 
its  administration. 

Now,  sir,  v/hat  is  the  objection  to  this?  I  un- 
derstand there  are  two  reasons  urged  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  against  tlie  course  of  the 
Administration  on  this  subject.  The  first  consti- 
tutional, and  tlie  second  political.  With  respect 
to  the  first,  if  I  comprehend  the  train  of  reasoning 
pursued  by  the  Senator,  he  considers  the  contribu- 
tions required  by  our  army  in  Mexico  as  taxes, 
and  their  collection  as  an  exercise  of  the  tax-levy- 
ing power  conferred  only  upon  Congress  by  the 
Constitution.  I  cannot,  sir,  for  myself,  doubt  for 
a  moment  that  that  provision  of  the  Constitution 
is  confined  to  the  United  States.  As  1  have  already 
remarked,  if  the  guarantees  of  that  instrument  ac- 
company our  armies,  we  may  just  as  well  aban- 
don all  attempts  to  carry  on  offensive  operation? 
abroad,  as  our  armies  could  not  march  afoot,  with- 
out finding  themselves  surrounded  with  insuper- 
able obstacles.  Congress  may  undoubtedly  pre- 
wcribe,  the  mode,  in  which  forced  impositions  shall 
be  collected  in  an  enemy's  country.  But  it  may 
do  that,  not  under  the  tax-levying  power,  but  un- 
der the  war-declaring,  and  thence  war-regulating 
power.  It  may  put  an  end  to  the  practice,  and 
when  it  regulates  or  prohibits  it,  its  decision  be- 
comes the  law  of  Our  armies,  for  a  strict  obedience 
of  which,  every  one,  within  his  proper  sphere,  is 
responsible;  but  until  Congress  does  interfere,  the 
right  and  its  exercise  depend  on  the  principles  I 
have  stated,  and  not  upon  analogies,  verbal  or 
substantial,  applicable  only  to  a  different  state  of 
things,  i  cannot  but  remark,  however,  sir,  that 
if  any  one,  who  has  doubts  upon  this  question,  will 
run  his  eye  over  the  Constitution,  he  will  see  at  a 
glance  that  its  powers  and  protections  are  intended, 
not  for  a  foreign  country,  but  for  our  own.  That 
would  be  a  strange  construction  indeed  which 
would  j;ive  to  the  Mexicans  the  right  "  to  be  se- 
cure in  their  persons,  houses,"  (fee,  "  to  a  speedy 
and  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury,"&c.,  and  to 
ail  the  other  poliiical  blessings,  which  make  our 
Government  what  it  is.  And  who  shall  divide  the 
Constitution,  and  tell  us  what  portion  operates 
abroad,  as  well  as  at  home.'  That  the  whole  of  it 
does  not  follow  our  armies  is  clearly  shown  from 
the  consequences,  whicli  would  flow  from  such  a 
construction.  There  is  but  one  practical  solution 
of  the  difficulty,  and  I  use  that  word  difficulty  in 
deference  to  the  opinions  advanced  by  gentlemen 
of  the  most  powerful  intellect,  and  not  because  I 
feel  the  slightest  doubt  myself;  and  that  sohition 
is  to  confine  the  Constitiuion  to  our  own  coun- 
try, except  where  its  provisions  ol)viously  extend 
abroad;  and  this  brings  us  again  to  the  war-making 
power,  which  would  enable  Congress  during  the 
continuance  of  hostilities  to  provide  at  its  discretion 
lorthe  government  of  countries  held  by  our  armies. 


The   political   objection   urged   by  the  Senator  | 
against  the  exercise  of  this  power,  is  founded  in  1 
the  dangers,  which  might  result  from  it.     Well,  i 
sir,  there  is  danger  in    such  a  power.     There  is 
danger  in  all  war  powers.     The  distinguished  Sen-  i 
ator,  in  a  speech  last  session,  which  few  will  ever  ! 
forget,  who  heard  it,  depicted  with  his  peculiar  force  | 
the  danger  of  triumphant  generals  returning  with  . 
conquering   armies;  even  his  graphic  description  ! 
did  not  appal  me,  for  our  generals  and  our  ariYiies  i 
are  but  constituent  portions  of  our  people,  and  I  i 
trust  for  many  a  generation  will   mingle  with  the 
mighty  mass  of  American  freemen,  witliout  delay, 
and  without  reluctance,  as  soon  as  their  military 
duties  are  terminated.     But  there  are  greater  dan- 
gers than  these,  and  first  among  them  is  the  loss 
of  national  honor.     Discard  your  military  means, 
because  the   plains  of  liberty  are  filled  with    the 
crumbling  monuments  of  republics,  overthrown  by 
a  disloyal  soldiery,  and  where  would  be  your  own 
safety  in  these  days  of  national  ambition  and  ag-. 
grandizement? 

From  my  own  views  of  our  institutions,  and 
from  the  opinion  I  have  formed  of  the  character 
of  the  American  people — formed  during  an  active 
life,  passed  under  circumstances  which  brought 
me  into  contact  with  men  of  all  opinions  and  pur- 
suits— I  consider  the  destruction  of  this  Govern- 
ment by  military  usurpation  as  one  of  the  very  last 
evils  which  threatens  us;  to  be  apprehended  only 
when  our  necks  are  prepared  for  the  yoke,  and 
when  it  will  matter  little,  who  puts  it  on. 

The  President  may  abuse  his  power,  says  the 
Senator.  Certainly  he  may,  and  so  he  may  abuse 
any  power;  but  powers  must  be  granted,  though 
they  may  be  abused.  If  any  one  fears  that  result 
now,  let  him  prepare  a  legislative  remedy  to  pre- 
vent it.  As  that  is  not  my  case,  I  shall  not  volun- 
teer my  services  for  such  a  work;  but  I  am  pre- 
paied  at  any  time  to  look  into  the  whole  matter, 
and  to  hold  all  who  have  taken  part  in  it  to  a 
strict  accountability.  The  President  desires  noth- 
ing else,  nor  his  })olitical  friends  for  him;  and  I 
predict,  that  any  investigation  will  but  commend 
the  Administration  the  more  to  the  confidence  of 
the  country.  But  let  not  a  most  important  right 
belonging  to  the  American  peopje,  and  one  which 
may  be  essential  to  their  military  success  be  cast 
to  the  winds,  because  some  time  or  other,  or  some 
where  or  other,  abuses  may  grow  out  of  its  exer- 
cise. 

In  our  investigatioti  into  the  origin  of  this  war, 
there  are  two  separate  questions,  which  present 
themselves  for  consideration;  one,  which  may  be 
termed  external,  and  the  other  internal.  The  for- 
mer connects  itself  with  us  as  a  people  whose  char- 
acter and  conduct  have  been  arraigned  before  the 
world,  and  the  latter  concerns  ourselves  alone,  as  it 
relates  to  the  course  of  the  Executive  in  the  earlier 
measures,  which  led  to  the  war.  The  war  itself  may 
be  just,  and  we  stand  acquitted  of  every  charge  of 
aggression;  while  the  President  may  have  passed 
beyond  the  limits  of  his  constitutional  duty,  and 
assumed  to  direct,  where  Congress  alone  had  the 
power  to  act.  By  far  the  most  important  question 
touches  the  character  of  our  country,  and  this  in- 
volves the  jusiice  of  the  war.  The  subject  itself 
is  a  fruitful  one,  and  has  been  so  often  examined 
and  exhausted,  that  it  requires  some  moral  courage 
to  discuss  it  even  briefly.  I  shall  endeavor  to  com- 
press my  remarks  within  the  narrowest  space, 
confining  myself,  as  much  as  may  be,  to  propo- 
sitions rather  than  to  illustrations. 

Had  we  cause  of  war  against  Mexico .'  It  has 
been  .said,  and  upon  this  floor,  that  to  give  just 
cause  of  war,  there  must  be  a  clear  right,  coupled 
with  a  "  sort  of  necessity,''  befoVe  a  resort  is  had  to 
this  extreme  necessity.  Such  general  considera- 
tions, however,  as  this,  amount  to  very  little  in 
guiding  the  conduct  of  nations,  as  a  slight  analysis 
of  this  principle  will  show.  The  honorable  Sen- 
ator himself  who  advanced  it,  concedes  that  we 
had  a  clear  right,  and  if  a  "sort  of  necessity"  to 
enforce  it  had  been  coupled  with  this,  we  should 
have  stood  justified  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  had 
we  declared  war  against  Mexico  years  ago.  And 
what  is  this  "sort  of  necessity,"  without  which 
the  right  is  to  remain  barren.'  Why,  I  take  it,  if 
thirty  years  of  aggression  on  one  side  and  of  re- 
mon.strance  on  the  other,  do  not  constitute  this 
necessity,  it  would  be  vain  to  seek  it  in  any  war 
undertaken  in  modern  times. 

The  fact  is,  sir,  the  question  of  war  is  a  compli- 
cated one,  into  which  considerations  of  right  and 


expediency  enter  largely,  if  not  equally.  If  one 
nation  injures  another,  and  refuses  or  unreason- 
ably delays  to  make  satisftiction,  this  gives  to  the 
injured  Power  just  cause  of  war.  But  whether 
she  shall  undertake  it,  depends  upon  her  own  posi- 
tion— on  that  of  her  adversary — on  the  magnitude 
of  the  injury;  and,  frequently,  on  other  circum- 
stances, political  or  financial,  which  it  would  be 
useless  to  specify,  and  impossible  to  enumerate. 
Nations  must  and  will  judge  for  themselves  under 
these  circumstances,  as  well  of  the  light  itself,  as 
of  the  "  sort  of  necessity"  there  may  be  of  en- 
forcing it.  The  right  once  established,  and  tlrat 
the  gentleman  himself  concedes  in  this  case,  the 
resoit  to  force  is  a  question,  rather  of  discretion, 
than  of  morals,  as  it  is  a  remedy  consequent  \ipon 
the  violation  of  national  rights.  It  is  too  late  to 
tell  us,  sir,  that  we  had  no  just  cause  of  war. 
Successive  administrations  of  the  Government  and 
the  voice  of  the  American  people  have  pronounced 
an  irrevocable  judgment  upon  that  question. 

Our  complaints  against  Mexico  commenced  near- 
ly with  the  commencement  of  her  independence. 
They  go  back  to  the  year  1817,  and  come  down  to 
the  present  day  in  almost  one  uninterrupted  series 
of  outrages.  '  I  shall  not  state  them  seriatim,  nor 
enter  into  the  detail  of  their  nature  and  extent. 
This  has  been  repeatedly  done,  and  the  official  doc- 
uments are  before  the  country.  1  will  merely  clas- 
sify, from  an  able  report  made  by  Mr.  Forsyth  in 
1817,  the  various  heads  of  complaints,  which  will 
present  the  general  aspect  of  the  subject. 

1.  Treasure  belonging  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States  has  been  seized  by  Mexican  officers,  in  its 
transit  from  the  capital  to  the  coast. 

2.  Vessels  of  the  United  States  have  been  cap- 
tured, detained,  and  condemned,  upon  the  most 
frivolous  pretext. 

3.  Duties  have  been  exacted  from  others,  noto- 
riously agamst  law,  or  without  law. 

4.  Other  vessels  have  been  employed,  and  in 
some  instances  ruined,  in  the  Mexican  service, 
without  compensation  to  the  owners. 

5.  Citizens  of  the  United  States  have  been  im- 
prisoned for  long  periods  of  time,  without  being 
informed  of  the  offences  with  which  they  were 
charged. 

6.  Other  citizens  have  been  murdered  and  rob- 
bed by  Mexican  officers  on  the  high  seas,  without 
any  attempt  to  bring  the  guilty  justice. 

General  Jackson,  in  a  message  to  Congress  in 
1837,  stated  that  these  causes  of  complaint  "  would 
justify,  in  the  eyes  of  all  nations,  immediate  war. " 
This  sentiment  was  fully  concurred  in  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, who  said  "  that  amjile  cause  exists 
for  taking  war  into  our  own  hands;  and  we  believe 
that  we  shall  be  justified  in  the  opinion  of  other 
nations,  for  taking  such  a  step." 

President  Van  Buren,  in  December,  1837,  dis- 
tinctly told  Congress  that  redress  was  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  Executive,  and  could  only  be  obtain- 
ed by  the  action  of  Congress,  which  action  must 
of  course  have  been  war. 

As  to  the  conventions  which  have  since  been 
made  by  the  two  countries,  and  violated  by  Mex- 
ico, I  need  not  enter  into  their  history.  They  are 
fresh  in  the  recollection  of  all.  The.-5e  three  con- 
ventions, by  the  infidelity  of  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment, have  proved  nearly  fruitless;  and  after  thirty 
years  of  injury  on  the  one  side,  and  of  remon- 
strance on  the  other,  there  is  nothing  left  to  us  but 
to  abandon  all  hope  of  redress,  or  to  obtain  it  by 
a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  Who,  then, 
shall  say  to  us,  that  we  have  commenced  a  war  un- 
justly, which  was  in  fact  commenced  by  the  enemy, 
and  which,  even  had  it  been  declared  by  us,  would 
have  been  justified  by  the  practice  of  nations,  and 
by  the  injuries  we  had  sustained.'' 

I  do  not  intend,  Mr.  President,  to  be  led  into  the 
discussion  of  any  polemic  respecting  the  wicked- 
ness of  war.  I  leave  that  to  the  schools  and  the 
debating  societies.  1  am  content,  and  if  not,  I  am 
compelled,  to  take  things  as  they  are,  as  they  have 
been,  and  as  ihey  will  "be.  Sent  here  as  practical 
men,  to  deal  with  the  interests  of  our  country,  we 
must  not  be  diverted  from  the  true  path  marked 
out  by  the  experience  and  usages  of  the  world,  by 
crude  Sjieculations  and  misplaced  iihilanthropy. 
We  were  aggrieved  and  injured,  and  cckuld  obtain 
no  redress;  and  we  were  entitled  to  take  our  reme- 
dy into  our  own  hands,  in  order  to  obUiin  that  jus- 
tice, which  was  pertinaciously  withheld  f^rom  us. 
The  most  superficial  reader  of  modern  history — 
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the  most  casual  observer  of  passing  events,  must 
know,  that  outrao;es  far  less  flagrant  in  their  charac- 
ter than  those  committed  by  Mexico  against  us, 
have  occasioned  half  the  wars  of  modern  times. 

But,  sir,  I  am  well  aware  that  these  considera- 
tions apply  only  to  our  just  right  to  declare  war 
against  Mexico  at  any  time,  within  the  last  twenty 
years.  We  did  not  commit  the  offensive.  Mexi- 
co herself  struck  the  first  stroke,  and  why  ?  Be- 
cause Texas  was  annexed  to  the  United  States.  I 
recollect  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Chamber  thought  there  was  some  fluttering  in  our 
ranks,  when  this  avowal  was  first  made.  But  there 
\vas  none  whatever,  sir.  We  concede  the  propo- 
eiiion  in  ils  fullest  extent,  that  this  annexation  was 
the  cause  of  war.  How  then,  sir,  stands  this 
great  question,  as  to  the  justice  of  its  commence- 
ment ? 

I  will  not  trespass  upon  the  patience  of  the  Sen- 
ate by  presenting  this  subject  in  all  its  details.  I 
will  again  compress  my  views  into  a  series  of 
propositions,  and  thus  spare  your  time  and  my 
own. 

Texas,  a  constituent  portion  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  declared  itself  independent,  as  Mexico,  a 
constituent  portion  of  the  Spanish  nTonarchy,  had 
done  before  it,  and  asserted  and  maintained  its 
rights  by  a  revolution. 

The  war  between  these  two  powers  continued 
for  some  time,  with  varying  success,  till  1836, 
when  a  Mexican  army,  led  by  the  chief  magistrate 
of  the  republic,  was  conquered,  and  dispersed  or 
made  prisoners,  and  the  commander  himself  cap- 
tured. 

A  fter  the  month  of  June  of  that  year,  Texas  con- 
tinued in  the  undisturbed  possession  of  her  inde- 
pendence, and  no  effort  was  made  to  reduce  her, 
not  a  single  Mexican  party,  with  the  exception,  I 
understand,  of  two  predatory  incursions,  having 
since  ever  made  an  inroad  into  her  territory.  The 
war  was  in  fact  at  an  end. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  independence  of  Texas 
was  acknov/ledged  by  the  United  States,  and  by 
some  of  the  other  principal  Powers  of  the  world; 
and  she  was  permitted  to  take  her  equal  station 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

In  cases  of  revolution,  where  one  portion  of  a  na- 
tion is  endeavoring  to  separate  itself  from  another, 
while  the  contest  is  going  on,  and  each  party  is 
exerting  itself  to  attain  its  object,  it  is  the  duty  of 
other  Powers  to  look  on,  and  not  to  interfere  in  fa- 
vor of  one  side  or  the  other.  But  there  is  a  limit 
to  this  duty.  Such  contests  cannpt  be  permitted 
forever  to  continue.  The  peace  of  the  world  for- 
bids it,  and  there  are  instances  on'record,  where 
other  nations  have  said  :  This  struggle  has  con- 
tinued long  enough;  it  must  now  be  terminated, 
and  the  revolting  people  be  secured  in  ^eir  inde- 
pendence. But  there  is  still  another  limit  to  this 
duty  of  non-interference,  and  that  is,  the  abandon- 
ment by  the  original  government  of  all  attempts  to 
reduce  by  force  its  revolting  citizens.  The  aban- 
donment of  the  remedy  is  the  abandonment  of  the 
right.  The  peace  of  the  world  cannot  be  put  to 
hazard  by  the  pertinacious  obstinacy  of  any  nation, 
which  holds  on  to  nominal  claims,  without  the 
power  and  the  disposition  to  maintain  them.  The 
neutral  duties  exist  only^agrrmte  bello.  And  when 
the  war  ceases,  the  previous  relations  of  the  two 
States  cease,  and  they  become  like  other  nations, 
"  enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends.  "  When  Texas 
was  annexed  to  this  Confederacy,  this  was  her  re- 
lation to  Mexico,  and  she  had  the  same  right  to 
form  treaties  of  alliance  or  annexation,  as  had  the 
people  from  whom  she  had  separated.  "  If  these 
things  are  so,"  the  union  of  Texas  and  this  coun- 
tt-y  was  no  just  cause  of  offence  to  Mexico,  and 
gave  her  no  right  to  complain  of  our  conduct. 

And  this  view  is  fortified  by  an  incident,  clearly 
indicative  of  the  public  opinion  in  Mexico  of  the 
value  of  her  right  to  subjugate  Texas.  While  the 
question  of  annexation  between  this  latter  Power 
and  the  United  States  was  pending,  Mexico  offer- 
ed to  acknowledge  the  independence  of  Texas,  if 
she  would  engage  not  to  join  the  American  Con- 
federacy. This  offer  was  in  fact  the  very  acknowl- 
edgment it  proposed  to  make  conditionally.  '  It 
conceded  the  inability  of  Mexico  to  enforce  her 
claim  of  sovereignty,  while  it  asked,  as  the  con- 
dition of  recognition,  the  surrender  of  the  right  to 
direct  its  future  political  destiny,  as  might  seem 
most  acceptable  to  its  people. 

So  much  for  the  general  subject  of  annexation,- 
and  the  rights  and  duties  growing  out  of  it. 


•But  it  has  been  said,  not  in  Mexico,  but  hero, 
that  the  origin  of  this  war  was  not  in  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas,  but  because  we  carried  her  bound- 
ary to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  took  possession  of  the 
country  between  the  JNueces  and  that  river.  Who 
says  this,  Mr.  President?  Not  the  government  or 
people  of  Mexico,  but  citizens  of  our  own  coun- 
try, who  find  a  cause  of  offence  for  the  enemy, 
which  they  have  failed  to  discover  for  themselves. 
The  Nueces  is  an  American,  not  a  Mexican  bound- 
ary. The  Texas  of  Mexico  was  Texas  to  the 
Sabine,  with  no  intermediate  boundary.  In  all  the 
communications  -with  the  Mexican  Government, 
as  1  have  had  occasion  to  say  before,  no  distinction 
is  made  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande. 
And  the  occupation  by  our  forces,  of  the  country 
between  these  rivers,  was  never  presented  as  an 
exclusive  cause  of  complaint,  nor  indeed  noticed  in 
any  manner  whatever.  It  was  the  annexation  and 
occupation  of  Texas,  and  not  of  any  particular 
portion  of  Texas,  which  led  to  the  reclamations, 
and  finally  to  the  hostilities  of  Mexico.  It  was  a 
question  of  title,  and  not  of  boundary;  a  claim  of 
right,  which  went  for  the  whole,  and  would  never 
be  satisfied  with  the  relinquishment  of  a  part. 
When  the  act  for  annexation  passed,  the  Mexican 
minister  in  this  country  immediately  protested 
against  that  measure;  declared  it  to  be  just  cause 
of  war,  and  at  the  same  time  demanded  his  pass- 
ports, and  left  the  country.  And  the  Supreme 
Government  of  Mexico,  in  March,  1846,  informed 
Mr.  Slidell,  that  it  looked  upon  "  annexation  as  a 
casus  belli;  and,  as  a  consequence  of  this  declara-' 
tion,  negotiation  was,  by  its  very  nature,  at  an  end, 
and  war  was  the  only  recourse  of  the  Mexican 
Government."  And,  in  conformity  with  these 
views,  forces  were  collected  on  the  Rio  Grande,  in 
order  that  Mexico  might  take  the  "  initiative"  in 
hostilities  against  us,  to  borrow  the  expression  of 
General  Paredes  in  his  orders  to  the  commanding 
general.  And,  sir,  these  warnings  and  threaten- 
ings  were  no  vain  declarations.  Mexico  said  what 
she  would  do,  and  she  did  as  she  said.  She  de- 
clared to  us,  that  if  we  annexed  Texas  she  would 
go  to  war.  We  annexed  Texas,  and  she  went  to 
war.  As  early  as  April,  1846,  and  before  the 
movement  of  General  Taylor  could  have  been 
known  in  Mexico,  her  President  directed  the  gen- 
eral upon  the  frontier  to  "attack"our  army  by 
every  means,  which  war  permits. 

Who,  then,  sir,  has  a  right  to  say,  what  the 
Mexican  Government  has  never  said — that  they 
went  to  war,  not  because  we  annexed  Texas,  but 
because  we  took  possession  of  the  country  west  of 
the  Nueces  ?  In  all  the  diplomatic  correspond- 
ence between  the  two  Governments,  there  is  no 
allusion  to  that  river,  nor  is  any  greater  claim  ad- 
vanced to  one  of  its  banks,  than  to  the  other. 
Why,  then,  when  our  country  is  summoned  to 
trial  at  the  bar  of  the  public  opinion  of  the  world, 
why  should  the  American  Senate  swell  the  cata- 
logue, of  an  enemy's  grievances,  and  make  out  a 
better  case  for  Mexico  than  she  has  made  for  her- 
self? In  our  endeavor  to  do  right  to  others,  let  us 
not  do  wrong  to  ourselves.  Let  us  distrust  our 
own  judgment,  when  we  find  ourselves  inclined  to 
take  a  more  favorable  view  of  the  cause  of  Mexico 
than  she  has  taken  for  herself.  Let  us  yield  to 
justice  what  we  refuse  to  patriotism.  There  is  no 
want  of  shrewdness  in  Mexican  statesmen.  They 
have  made  the  best  of  their  own  case;  and  if  they 
have  omitted  the  passage  of  the  Nueces  in  the  cat- 
alogue of  their  wrongs,  we  may  be  sure  it  was  no 
special  wrong  in  their  eyes;  and  that  it  was  not 
because  we  crossed  that  river,  but  because  we  en- 
tered Texas,  that  our  enemy  attacked  us,  and  thus 
commenced  the  war. 

The  question  of  the  title  of  Texas  to  the  country 
extending  to  the  Rio  Grande,  has  been  several 
times  elaborately  discussed  before  the  Senate,  but 
never  more  ably  than  by  the  honorable  Senators 
from  Maryland  and  Texas,  [Messrs.  JoHNso^f  and 
Rusk.]  I  listened  with  great  pleasure  to  their  ex- 
position, and  I  am  content  to  leave  the  subject, 
where  they  left  it,  altogether  satisfied  with  the 
views  they  presented,  and  equally  satisfied,  that  I 
can  add  nothing  to  their  force  or  clearness. 

What  judgment,  then,  are  we  to  pronounce  upon 
the  measures,  which  were  directed  to  be  taken  by 
the  President,  previously  to  the  commencement  of 
the  war  by  Mexico?  This  question  is  in  fact  a 
double  one,  involving  two  considerations:  one,  af- 
fecting our  relations  with  other  countries,  and  the 
other  our  own   institutions  only.     The   former 


touches  our  character  and  conduct  before  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth,  while  the  latter  relates  only  to 
ourselves. 

This  war  was  commenced  by  Mexico,  that  is, 
Mexico  first  attacked  our  troops;  but  I  agree,  that 
if  we  pushed  an  armed  force  within  the  Mexican 
frontier  without  cause,  that  measure  throws  on  us 
the  guilt  of  this  war.     How  stands  this  matter? 

1.  It  seems  now  to  be  generally  agreed  on  all 
hands,  that  the  mere  annexation  of  Texas  gave  to 
Mexico  no  just  cause  of  war,  and  it  follows,  that 
if  its  boundaries  extended  to  the  Rio  Grande,  then 
we  did  only  what  we  had  a  right  to  do  in  march- 
ing our  forces  to  that  river,  and  are  not  responsible 
for  results.  Both  of  these  points  I  have  noticed, 
and  the  last  has  been  conclusively  established  by 
the  excellent  views  taken  of  the  title  of  Texas  by 
the  Senators,  to  whom  I  have  referred. 

2.  If  the  title  to  the  country  from  the  Nueces  to 
the  Rio  Grande  was  in  dispute  between  the  par- 
ties— and  I  believe  no  one  here  has  ventured  to 
deny,  that  we  had  some  well-founded  claims  to  it — 
and  Mexico  was  preparing  to  take  possession  of 
it,  we  had  a  right  to  anticipate  her,  and  thus  to 
assert  our  own  title. 

3.  But  taking  the  strongest  ground  against  our- 
selves, that  we  had  no  title  whatever  to  the  Rio 
Grande,  still  v/e  had  a  right  to  go  there,  if  we  con- 
sidered such  a  measure  necessary  to  our  defence, 
and  if  the  preparations  of  Mexico  announced  a  de- 
sign to  attack  us. 

Did  they  announce  such  a  determination?  No 
one  here,  sir,  will  deny  that  fact.  I  shall  not  de- 
tain the  Senate  with  the  various  proofs,  spread 
through  the  history  of  our  intercommunication 
with  Mexico,  from  the  first  suggestion  respecting 
annexation,  till  her  army  crossed  the  Rio  Grande 
in  order  of  battle.  The  protest  of  her  minister 
here — the  declaration  of  her  Government  —  its 
formal  annunciation  to  the  European  diplomatic 
agents  accredited  to  it — the  public  order  of  its  gen- 
erals, and  the  collection  and  movement  of  its  forces, 
left  no  doubt  of  its  designs,  and  if  they  had,  the 
result  would  have  disclosed  them. 

The  movement  of  our  troops,  under  these  circum- 
stances, became  a  defensive  measure;  for,  as  has 
been  well  remarked  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Butler,]  it  is  not  necessary 
for  the  justification  of  a  nation,  that  it  should  await 
an  impending  attack.  That  power,  in  fact,  com- 
mences the  war,  which  makes  the  first  threatening 
preparations  for  it,  and  not  the  one,  which  merely 
strikes  the  first  stroke.  If  a  government  collects 
its  forces,  marches  them  to  its  frontier,  and  makes 
public  preparations  for  passing  it,  and  thus  for 
war,  at  the  same  time  openly  avowing  its  determi- 
nation to  commence  it,  both  the  reason  of  mankind 
and  the  usage  of  nations,  authorize  the  people, 
whose  peace  is  thus  threatened,  to  anticipate  their 
adversary,  and  to  repel  the  threatened  attack,  by 
an  attack  of  their  own.  This  course  is  strictly 
defensive,  and  modern  history  abounds  with  ex- 
amples, illustrative  of  the  principle. 

So  much  for  the  question  between  us  and  Mex- 
ico, as  to  the  commencement  of  the  war. 

As  to  the  internal  question  relating  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  President,  it  admits  of  but  one  answer. 
That  cases  may  occur,  in  which  it  is  his  duty,  un- 
der his  constitutional  power,  to  repel  an  actual  or 
threatened  invasion  before  Congress  can  act  upon 
the  subject,  no  one  can  doubt;  and  for  myself,  I 
could  never  see  any  just  constitutional  or  legal  ob- 
jections to  the  course  he  pursued  in  this  whole 
affair.  But  there  is  one  otherconsideration,  which 
is  decisive,  and  that  is,  that  the  orders  for  the 
movement  of  the  troops  to  the  Rio  Grande  were 
given  by  the  President  on  the  13th  of  January, 
1846,  and  thirteen  days  before  that,  an  act  of  Con- 
gress had  been  passed  recognizing  our  jurisdiction 
west  of  the  Nueces.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  carry  it  into  effect,  and  thus  consider 
the  boundary  of  Texas,  as  extended  beyond  that 
river. 

As  the  "initiative"  was  taken  by  our  adversary, 
we  took  the  defensive,  and,  the  attack  being  inev- 
itable, it  was  for  us  to  choose  where  to  receive  it. 
Such,  I  repeat,  is  the  law  of  nations,  and  such  the 
practice  of  nations. 

So  much  for  the  commencement  of  the  war. 

I  had  anticipated  many  modes  of  attack  upon 
the  Administration,  anil  many  avowed  causes  of 
censure;  but  I  must  confess  1  had  not  anticipated 
the  charge  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mary- 
land, [iVlr.  Johnson,]  that  the  AdminisU'ation  bad 
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Erored  itself  feeble  or  inefficient,  and  that  the  war 
ad  not  been  vii;ornusly  prosecuted.  I  iim  not 
foinij,  sir,  to  undertake  a  refutation  of  this  chdrj;c. 
leave  that  to  the  people,  who  sent  us  here,  and 
the  measure  of  whose  iflory  has  been  filled"  by 
brilliant  achievements,  which  will  yield  in  their 
renown  to  few,  if  any,  of  the  great  martial  feats  of 
curate.  "We  have  had  an  ostentatious  and  as- 
serted vig;or,"  says  the  honorable  Senator,  "but 
•we  have  had  nothing^  else,  so  far  as  the  President 
is  concerned." 

An  ostentatious  and  asserted  vi^or!  Well,  this 
is  a  strange  world,  and  in  my  time  I  have  seen  and 
Iteard  many  strange  things  in  it,  but  I  have  heard 
few  stranger  tilings  than  this.  Theact  recognizing 
war  was  passed  on  the  13th  day  of  iVlay,  1846, 
twenty-two  months  ai;o.  At  that  time  we  had  an 
army,  whose  total  of  rank  an'd  file  consisted  of 
7,523  men.  They  occupied  thirty-seven  forts  and 
positions  in  the  interior  of  the  United  States,  and 
upon  our  inland  and  seaboard  frontier,  compre- 
hending a  "space  almost  equal  to  half  of  Europe; 
and  the  portion  of  this  force  under  General  Tay- 
lor, upon  the  Nueces,  amounted  to  3,001  men. 
This  was  our  pre[)araiion  for  meeting  the  war. 
All  else  had  to  be  collected  or  created.  Recollect, 
sir,  that  our  sitiiation  is  far  dilTerent  from  that  of 
the  martial  Powers  of  Europe.  War  is  there  both 
a  trade  and  a  science,  and  its  Governments  are 
always  prepared  to  meet  contingencies,  which  can- 
not, inileed,  be  foreseen,  but  which,  if  not  provided 
for,  bring  ruin  and  disaster  in  their  train.  At  one 
time,  the  people  of  France  were  a  great  army — the 
country  a  vast  camp — the  cities  and  towns,  ar- 
senals and  magazines,  and  the  fields,  sources  of 
supply  for  the  immense  living  machine,  whose 
movements  were  always  so  tremendous  and  often 
so  irresistible.  Well,  sir,  we  had  nothing  of  all 
this.  We  had  no  army,  for  our  little  force  scarcely 
deserved  the  name.  We  had  no  conscription  by 
which  to  incre.'i.se  it.  And  all  the  materiel  neces- 
sary for  the  subsistence  and  transportation  and 
operations  of  our  troops  had  to  be  collected  through 
the  country,  and  conveyed  to  a  distant  scene  of 
operations.  This  scene  is  three  thousand  miles 
off;  and  little  did  the  Government  or  the  country 
know  of  the  condition  of  iVIexico — of  its  fortresses 
or  their  state  of  preparation — of  its  armies  or  their 
state  of  efficiency  or  discipline — of  the  roads,  the 
bridges,  the  means  of  transportation  and  subsist- 
ence, and  the  thousand  other  points,  e.?sential  to 
military  operations,  and  which,  in  the  various 
countries  of  Europe,  are  studied  and  known. 

Now,  sir,  in  the  face  of  all  these  obstacles,  what 
have  we  done.'  We  have  sent  our  troops  to  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific,  by  routes  across  the  conti- 
neiut,  and  around  Cape  Horn;  we  have  subdued 
Upper  and  Lower  California  and  New  Mexico;  we 
have  taken  possession  of  the  rich  and  populous 
districts  upon  the  Rio  Grande;  v>'e  have  carried  the 
war  into  the  heart  of  the  Republic,  after  attack- 
ing and  reducing  the  renowned  fortress,  which 
commands  its  principal  maritime  entrance,  the 
capture  of  which  alone  was  glory  enough  for 
France;  we  have  taken  its  capital,  dispersed  its 
armies,  made  its  Government  a  fugitive,  and  re- 
duced to  subjection  a  large  portion  of  its  popula- 
tion; we  have  fought  at  least  fourteen  important 
actions,  of  which  eijht  were  pitched  battles,  and 
in  every  one  there  was  a  disparity  of  force  against 
us,  and  in  many  an  inequality,  which  carries  us 
back  for  similar  examples  of  desperate  struggles 
to  the  early  ages  of  the  world — to  the  combats  of 
the  Grrek.s  and  Persians — which  they  resemble, 
rather  than  the  conflicts,  which  the  severe  truth  of 
modern  history  judj;es  and  records.  We  have 
captuied  a  score  of  great  cities,  some  of  them  forti- 
fied and  drfended,  and  cajiable  of  stronir  resistance. 
Time  would  fail  me  to  tell  all  we  have  done,  nor 
can  it  be  nece.vsary ;  for  is  it  nofalready  written  in 
imperishable  letters  upon  the  records  of  history, 
and  in  burtiing  and  shiiiin;;  characters  upon  the 
heart  of  every  American?  Yet  you  have  not  done 
enough,  says  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mary- 
land to  the  Administration;  you  have  not  t)rose- 
cuied  the  war  with  sufficient  vigor.  You  have  done 
too  much,  says  the  honorable  Senator  from  South 
^Carolina;  you  have  prfisecuted  the  war  too  vigor- 
ou.sly;  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  the  great  dan<'er, 
we  have  now  to  apprehend,  is,  the  annihilation  of 
Mexican  national  independ.-:nce,  and  the  annexa- 
tion of  the  whole  Mexican  territory;  and  the  only 
remedy  for  the  false  po.sition, in  which  youruniimely 
energy  has  placed  us,  is  an  abandonment  of  much 


you  have  gained,  and  a  retreat  behind  a  line,  where 
you  can  curb  your  martial  propensities,  and  restrain 
your  desire  for  aggrandizement.  I  shall  not  thrust 
myself  into  this  controversy;  it  is  in  better  hands 
than  mine;  but  I  must  confess  it  appears  to  me, 
that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  is  much 
nearer  the  mark  than  the  Senator  from  Maryland; 
and  that  our  offence,  if  one  there  be,  is  an  offence 
of  commission,  and  not  of  omission. 

Now,  if  the  Senator  from  Maryland  thinks  all 
this  success  is  not  glory  enough  for  iwenty-iwo 
short  months,  he  must  shut  the  psges  of  history, 
and  go  back  to  the  fabulous  ages,  or  open  the  vol- 
umes of  imagination,  and  of  a  highly  sublimated 
imasrination,  too,  before  he  can  find  a  series  of 
opeiations  worthy  of  ihestandard  ofmilitary  glory, 
which  he  seems  to  have  prepared  for  himself.  The 
labors  of  Hercules  shrink  into  insignificance,  when 
compared  with  his  model. 

And  now  for  the  future.  What  are  we  to  do.' 
We  are  to  do  just  what  other  nations  always  have 
done,  and  always  will  do,  in  circumstances  similar 
to  our  own.  We  liave  to  prosecute  the  war  vigor- 
ously, efficiently,  promptly,  till  the  Mexican  peo- 
ple are  satisfied  of  their  inability  to  resist  us,  and 
are  disposed  to  make  a  reasonable  peace.  There 
is  a  point,  sir,  in  military  operations,  and  we  must 
reach  that  puint  if  necessary,  where  pertinacious 
obstinacy  will  be  overcome,  and  where, -^ts  1  have 
already  said,  submission  is  cheaper  than  resist- 
ance. I  think  1  heard  it  said,  sir,  upon  this  floor, 
that  we  had  got  the  victim  down,  and  he  was  ex- 
hausted and  spiritless,  and  that  we  were  preparing 
to  plunge  a  bowie-knife  into  his  heart.  'I'his  lan- 
guage is  in  bad  taste,  sir;  and  the  allusion,  it  seems 
to  me,  wholly  unfounded.  We  have  got  no  pros- 
trate victim,  and  are  preparing  for  no  assassination. 
We  are  fighting  the  Mexicans,  and  they  are  fight- 
ing us,  or,  at  any  rate,  claim  to  be  fighting  us,  and 
refuse  all  the  offers  we  make  to  treat  with  them. 
They  compel  us,  either  to  close  the  war  dishonora- 
bly, or  to  prosecute  it  inexorably.  It  is  objected 
here  and  elsewhere,  as  a  practical  difficulty,  that 
there  is  no  Government  to  negotiate.  But  this  is 
not  so,  sir;  the  difficulty  lies  beyond  the  Govern- 
ment. There  are  acknowledged  rulers  with  au- 
thority enough  to  treat,  were  they  disposed  to  do 
so,  as  the  recent  result  has  shown.  And  why 
have  they  not  been  so  before  .'  Because  the  public, 
30  far  as  there  is  one,  is  adverse  to  the  measure. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi,  with  his 
knowledge  of  the  Mexican  character,  has  made 
known  to  us  one  characteristic  trait,  which  explains 
the  infatuation  that  prevails  in  that  country;  and 
that  is,  an  overweening  vanity — a  settled  convic- 
tion of  their  superiority  to  us — and  a  proneness  to 
attribute  their  reverses  to  anything,  rather  than 
their  own  imbecility.  So  much  for  the  masses. 
The  more  profound  portions  of  society  may  well 
study  the  doctrine  of  chances,  and  looking  to  the 
divisions  which  prevail  in  our  councils,  and  to  the 
op|iosilion  which  the  legislative  measures  of  the 
war  encounter,  may  flatter  themselves  that  our  ex- 
ertions will  become  relaxed,  and  the  Executive 
unable  to  prosecute  any  further  operations. 

The  remedy  for  all  this  is  a  pal[iable  one;  it  is 
t'ounded  in  human  nature:  increase  your  force,  ex- 
tend your  operations,  overrun  district  after  dis- 
trict, establish  yourself  in  city  after  city,  awaken 
the  Mexicans  from  their  lethargy  of  false  hope, 
and  let  them  feel,  that  they  have  no  recourse  but  to 
-do  us  justice.  And  add  to  all  this,  union  in  our 
oui-  councils  at  home,  which,  after  all,  is  the  first 
element  of  prompt  success.  Postpone  our  inter- 
nal difficulties  till  our  external  ones  are  adjusted. 
One  unaniirious  vote  in  each  of  these  two  Halls, 
evincing  a  determination  to  prosecute  the  war  with 
all  our  strength,  would  be  better  than  an  army  with 
banners.  It  would  be  a  moral  force,  that  would 
proclaim  our  power,  and  conquer  the  peace  we  so 
much  desire.  My  life  for  it,  if  we  do  this,  we  shall 
succeed  in  three  months;  we  shall  find  a  Govern- 
ment ready  enough  to  ratify  the  treaty  or  to  make 
another,  and  a  nation  ready  enough  to  observe  its 
stipulations.  Mexicans  are  like  all  other  jicoplc; 
and,  as  I  remarked  a  Ccw  days  since;  they  must 
sow,  and  reap,  and  be  clothed,  and  preserve  the 
institutions  of  society,  and  the  cherished  relations 
of  social  life.  They  do  not  all  mean  to  be  killed, 
n-n- voluntarily  to  abandon  everything,  that  makes' 
life  desirable.  Let  us  go  an,  then,  and  time  and 
perseverance,  we  may  hope,  will  bring  with  them 
their  jusl  reward. 

And  now  for  the  objects  of  the  war.     This  sub- 


jecthasoccupied  much  of  theattention  of  the  Senate; 
"  indemnity  and  security"have  been  bandied  about, 
as  thou^rh  tjiey  were  mysterious  words,  employed 
to  conceal  some  great  project,  or  magical  words, 
intended  to  obtain  some  great  end, darkly  shadowed 
forth — a  kind  of  "Open  Sesame!"  enabling  polit- 
ical necromancers  to  conceal  their  work  of  iniquity 
and  deception.  I  am  not  going  over  this  ground 
again,  sir.  I  have  only  to  say,  that  there  is  a  single 
word  which  fully  expresses  my  views  upon  this 
subject,  and  that  word  is,  JlcqiiisUion.  The  object 
of  the  war  is  an  honorable  peace,  and  that  peace 
can  best  be  obtained  by  an  adequate  compen.^ation 
for  the  injuries  done  us  by  Mexico,  and  that  com- 
pensation must  be  made  in  territory,  as  it  can  be 
made  in  nothing  else.  There  is  one  consideration, 
Mr.  President,  in  all  this  question  of  territorial 
compensation,  which  has  great  weight  with  me. 
While  I  trust  we  shall  act  as  fairly  by  Mexico,  as 
her  own  conduct  will  permit,  1  do  not  conceal  from 
myself,  that  my  reluctance  to  annex  portions  of 
that  country  to  ours  is  much  less  than  it  would  be 
were  1  not  convinced,  that  the  permanent  happiness 
of  the  people  would  be  promoted  by  the  measure. 
I  believe  it  the  happiest  fate  that  could  befall  them; 
and  I  believe  that  this  war,  injurious  in  many  re- 
spects, as  it  may  have  been,  and  must  have  been, 
is  destined  to  work  a  great  good  for  the  Mexican 
people.  I  believe  it  will  meliorate  their  condition, 
civil,  religious,  social,  and  political.  I  believe  that 
the  contact  with  our  citizens  will  bring  many  ad- 
vantages, permanently  beneficial.  The  country  will 
be  laid  open  to  the  world,  and  the  intellectual  lessons 
of  Europe  and  x\merica  will  elevate  a  depressed 
population,  and  bring  them  to  a  knowledge  of  their 
rights,  and  of  the  means  of  enforcing  them. 

Man  cannot  fathom  the  designs  of  Providence; 
but  experience  teaches  us  that  great  political  changes 
are  among  the  means  employed  in  the  moral  gov- 
ernment of  the  world,  and  that  they  often  come  to 
renovate  decrepid  nations,  and  to  give  new  vigor 
to  the  human  faculties.  The  existing  race  in  Mex- 
ico has  proved  itself  ignorant,  feeble,  and,  if  not 
retrograding,  stationary.  Another  career  may  be 
opened  to  them;  the  abuses  of  generations  may  be 
swept  away,  and  the  route  of  our  armies  may 
become  avenues  of  communication,  by  which  light 
and  knowledge  may  spread' over  Mexico,  and  the 
past  remembered  only  to  make  the  blessings  of  the 
change  more  evident  and  acceptable.  I  repeat,  sir, 
that  the  claim  we  set  up  is  for  compensation  for 
injury,  and  yet  we  are  gravely  reproached  in  the 
American  Senate,  in  this  middle  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  with  the  adoption  of  barbarous  principles, 
as  well  as  barbarous  usages,  because,  in  a  state  of 
war,  when  the  appeal  is  to  arms,  and  when  the 
decision  rests  on  strength  and  not  on  reason,  we 
measure  #ur  own  demands  by  our  own  sense  of 
justice;  and  claim  what  we  think  right,  and  intend 
to  take  what  we  claim.  And  an  honorable  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Butler,]  seems  to  have 
made  it  a  particular  cause  of  grievance,  as  he  con- 
siders it  a  most  extraordinary  measure  in  diplo- 
macy, that  we  should  have  defined  the  line  we  mean 
to  establish,  and  have  said  to  the  enemy,  make  that 
thelineof  yourcession,  or  continue  the  war.  Why, 
Mr.  President,  did  that  honorable  Senator  never 
hear  of  an  ultimatum  in  national  intercommunica- 
tion ?  What  is  more  common — indeed,  what  is 
more  proper — if  a  nation  has  once  determined  upon 
its  course,  than  to  say  to  its  adversary,  there  is  our 
lowest  offer:  accept  it,  or  do  better.  The  history 
of  the  world  is  full  of  these  examples;  and  I  must 
confess  it  was  wiih  no  little  astonishment  that  I 
heard  the  honorable  Senator  add  this  to  his  cata- 
logue of  reproaches  against  the  Administration. 
He  told  us,  there  were  some  of  us  ready  to  vote 
for  anything.  As  I  have  voted,  and  intend  to  vote, 
for  all  the  necessary  war  measures,  I  suppose]  may 
consider  myself  in  this  category  of  everything  at>d 
anything  members. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Certainly  not!  I  only-remarked 
that  1  was  inclined  to  think  that  anytliin?  coming 
with  an  Executive  recommendation  would  be  swal- 
lowed "svliole;  and,  indeed,  I  confess  that  I  think 
so  yet ! 

Mr.  CASS.  We  all  know  the  courtesy  of  the 
honorable  Senator,  and  I  will  not  believe  he  inieiul- 
ed  all  the  words  import,  and  therefore  I  shall  not 
make  a  retort,  which  readily  presents  itself.  Fjiu  I 
will  say,  it  requires  very  little  stretch  of  patriotism 
to  defend  the  Goveriimeni,  for  makinga  manly  and 
frank  proposal,  and  for  avowing  its  determination 
to  stand  by  it  lo  the  last.     And  what  other  rule, 
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sir,  is  there,  or  can  there  be,  for  the  conduct  of  na- 
tions, than  the  rule  of  the  KLron;!iest,  where  all  pa- 
cific means  of  procuring  justice  have  been  tried  and 
found  wanting?  Tliey  have  no  comnfion  umpire, 
and  when  they  commit  their  cause  to  the  battle- 
field, they  do  so  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  con- 
sequences. Security  and  indemnity,  if  victorious — 
cessions  and  concessions  if  vanquished;  and  all 
this,  harsh  as  it  may  appear,  lias  much  good  sense 
in  its  favor,  as,  indeed,  has  almost  every  general 
rule,  which  the  experience  of  the  world  has  adopt- 
ed. Man  is  naturally  as  pugnacious  as  his  coten- 
ants  of  the  earth,  whether  walking  on  two  legs  or 
on  four.  He  is  kept  in  restraint  by  the  institutions 
of  society,  and  by  the  salutary  operations  of  law. 
But  nations  are  independent;  they  acknowledge  no 
superior;  and  much  that  restrains  them — not  all, 
indeed,  for  tli.e  opinion  of  the  world  is  something, 
and  moral  principal  something  more, — but  the 
greatest  restraint,  which  keeps  them  from  perpet- 
ual collisions  is,  thecertain  injury  and  the  uncertain 
issue  of  war.  The  race  is  not  always  to  the  swift, 
mor  the  battle  to  the  strong.  So  says  the  book  of 
inspiration.  Numbers  do  not  ensure  victory,  nor 
power  always  command  success.  So  says  the 
book  of  human  experience.  And  this  uncertainty 
is  a  salutary  check  upon  the  ever-active  prompt- 
ings of  ambition.  But  divest  war  of  its  legiti- 
mate consequences,  which  have  belonged  to  it 
from  the  earliest  periods  of  history,  establish  the 
principle,  which  tliis  new  kind  of  sickly  magnanim- 
ity seeks  to  lay  down,  that  there  is  to  be  neither 
security  nor  indemnity,  or  that  the  conquered,  and 
not  the  conquering  power,  is  to  be  the  judge  of  both, 
and  where  are  we?  Where  would  be  the  peace  of 
the  world,  or  where  the'discharge  of  national  obli- 
gations, if  there  were  no  penalty  for  injustice,  and 
none  of  the  motives  to  do  right,  which  spring  from 
the  fear  of  the  consequences  of  doing  wrong  ? 

An  honorable  Senator  from  Comiecticut,  [Mr. 
Baldwin,]  informs  us,  that  Mexico  has  no  money 
to  indemnify  us,  and  that  she  cannot  cede  any  por- 
tion of  her  territory  for  that  object,  because  her 
own  constitution  prohibits  it.  Well,  sir,  I  suppose 
she  may  then  set  the  world  at  defiance,  and  become 
the  Ishmaelite  of  nations;  with,  however,  a  better 
fate  than  Ishmael  of  old;  for  his  hand  was  against 
every  man,  and  every  man's  hand  against  him, 
while  Mexico  might  be  the  aggressor,  without  be- 
ing exposed  to  any  retribution.  Sir,  wheti  a  peo- 
ple deprive  themselves  of  the  power  to  redress  an 
injury,  they  should  be. very  careful  not  to  commit 
one.  No  nation  can  intrench  itself  behind  its  paper 
barriers,  and  say  to  the  world,  do  what  I  may,  I 
am  not  responsible;  for  I  have  declared  the  inviola- 
bility of  my  territory.  An  easy  kind  of  shelter 
this  for  aggression  and  injustice!  and  a  new 
principle  to  me,  in  the  law  of  nations,  this  security, 
not  for,  but  against,  indemnity.  I  do  not  know 
where  it  is  to  be  found,  but  it  must  be  very  new  or 
very  old,  antiquated  or  unacknowledged.  No,  sir, 
there  is  no  such  principle,  there  can  be  no  such 
principle.  Nations,  like  individuals,  are  responsi- 
ble for  their  acts,  and  must  pay  the  penalty  of 
their  injustice.  This  matter  lies  within  a  narrow 
compass.  If  a  nation  interdicts  to  its  government 
the  authority  to  alienate  any  portion  of  its  terri- 
tory, it  must  take  care,  in  its  disputes  with  other 
countries,  that  it  has  right  or  power,  and  especially 
the  latter,  on  its  side.  If  conquered,  its  internal 
regulations  will  not  protect  it  from  the  legitimate 
consequences  of  defeat.  If  it  will  neither  cede 
nor  pay,  it  must  remain  at  the  mercy  of  its  ene- 
my. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  In  a  foreign  war  with  ariother 
nation,  should  the  demand  be  made  by  thattlation, 
that  the  only  terms  in  which  peace  would  be  se- 
cured by  us,  would  bo  the  cession  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  does  the  honorable  gentleman  believe, 
that  the  Federal  Government  of  this  Union  would 
have  the  ri^ht  to  make  the  cession  ? 

Mr.  CASS.  I  have  not  the  slightest  difficulty  in 
answering  the  question  of  the  honorable  Senator. 
There  is  no  power  in  this  Government  to  cede 
away  one/oot  of  the  United  States.  But,  sir,  there 
are  considerations,  which  will  ride  over  written 
constitutions,  and  among  these  are  the  events  of 
war.  Now,  I  am  not  going  to  enter  into  a  discus- 
sion with  any  man,  respecting  the  course  this  coim- 
try  will  adopt,  should  it  be  prostrated  at  the  feet  of 
a  conqueror.  I  am  not  going  to  suppose  any  such 
case.  I  believe  it  one  of  tlie  last  dangers  that  awaits 
us.  But  if,  in  the  Providence  of  God,  it  should 
come,  I  leave  it  to  our  children  in  the  fiftieth  or  the 


hundredth  generation,  to  adjust  it  as  they  must,  if 
they  cannot  adjust  it  as  they  would. 

Undoubtedly,  sir,  a  conquering  nation,  in  judging 
for  itself,  judges  under  a  great  weight  of  responsi- 
bility. It  is  the  natural  result  of  its  position.  That 
now  is  our  situation,  and  I  trust  that,  in  the  meas- 
ure we  mete  out  to  ourselves,  we  shall  commit  no 
such  crying  injustice,  as  may  provoke  the  censure 
of  the  world,  or  draw  upon  us  the  retributions  of 
Providence. 

I  repeat,  sir,  that  we  must  take  the  affairs  of  this 
world  as  they  are,  and  not  as  we  would  have  them 
to  be;  and  I  am  afraid,  that  public  wars  will  long 
continue  to  be  the  tribunal  for  the  adjustment  of 
public  disputes;  probably  until  the  advent  of  that 
period,  which  we  know  will  come,  because  He  has 
said  it,  who  will  make  it  come,  bttt  which  seems 
yet  far  remote,  when  the  quarrels  of  nations  as 
well  as  of  individuals  will  cease,  and  the  contests 
of  life  give  way  to  universyl  benevolence. 

But  the  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  visits 
with  peculiar  reprotation  every  proposition  to  ac- 
quire indemnity  from  Mexico.  He  says  :  "  I 
'desire  to  say,  for  one,  that  I  never  have  been, 
'and  I  am  not  now,  willing  to  acquire  an  acre 
'of  ground  from  Mexico,  or  any.  other  nation 
'under  Heaven,  by  conquest  qr  robbery.''  He 
says,  "tliat  honesty  is  the  best  policy;  and  that 
'  an  honorable  reputation  to  a  country  is  of  more 
'  value  than  land  or  money."  "  I  hold,"  sayg  the 
'  honorable  Senator,  "  that  any  attempt  on  our 
'  part,  merely  because  we  happen  to  possess  supe- 
'  rior  strength,  to  compel  a  weaker  nation  to  cede 
'  us  all  that  we  choose  'o  demand  as  indemnity, 
'  whilst  we  at  the  same  time  admit,  that  we  ask  for 
'  more  than  she  owes  us,  is  nothing  else  but  rob- 
' bery." 

Mr.  President,  I  hold  to  no  such  doctrine.  The 
world  holds  to  no  such  doctrine;  and  never  has, 
and  never  will,  till  the  governments  of  man  shall 
have  fulfilled  their  task,  or  the  nature  of  man 
shall  have  entirely  changed.  Robbery,  indeed! 
[t  seems  to  me,  sir,  (I  say  it  with  all  deference,) 
it  would  be  an  utter  perversi-on  of  terms  to  des- 
ignate an  acquisition  by  conquest  for  indemnity 
as  a  robbery.  An  honorable  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont has  designated  it  by  other  epithets.  He 
calls  it  piracy  and  plunder.  If  this  war  is  just, 
as  I,  for  one,  believe  it  to  be,  what  was  our  just 
claim  at  its  commencement  is  far  from  being  a  suf- 
ficient claim  now.  Our  balance  has  greatly  aug- 
mented. The  most  rigid  casuist  cannot  deny,  that 
we  are  fairly  entitled  to  a  just  compensation  for  the 
losses  and  expenses,  which  we  have  encountered 
from  the  obstinate  injusiice  of  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment; and,  as  I  have  already  shown,  of  the  ex- 
tent of  this  compensation,  we  must,  of  necessity, 
be  the  judges.  Robbery,  indeed  !  .  Pirates  and 
plunderers,  indeed!  Why,  all  the  acquisitions 
since  men  were  united  in  civil  society,  matle  by 
one  nation  from  another,  in  this  new  ethical  nom- 
enclature, become  robberies.  The  Assyrian  was 
a  robber,  and  so  was  the  Egyptian  and  the  Gre- 
cian and  the  Roman  in  the  ancient  world;  and  in 
the  modern,  robbers  are  as  plenty  as  nations;  for 
England,  and  France,  and  Russia,  and  Prussia, 
and  Austria,  and  every  people  under  Heaven,  have 
alternately  lost  and  gained  territorial  acquistion  by 
war  and  conquest,  and  have  thus  exposed  them- 
selves to  the  harsh  epithet,  which  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Delaware  would  apply  to  his  own 
countrjs  if  she  claims  the  right  to  act  agreeably  to 
the  laws  of  nations.  I  am  well  aware,  that  ques- 
tions of  ethics  are  not  to  be  decided  by  mathemat- 
ical rules;  nor  is  there  any  arithmetic  of  morals, 
which  can  make  one  right  out  of  twenty  wl'ongs. 
But  the  usage  of  nations  makes  the  law  of  nations; 
and  the  practice  of  all  time  shows,  that  conquest 
gives  right  as  permanent  and  unquestionable  as 
rightsderived  from  any  conventional  arrangements, 
public  or  private. 

But,  sir,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware, 
in  further  illustration  of  his  proposition,  has  re- 
sorted to  an  analogy,  which  seems  to  me  utterly  to 
fail  him  in  its  application  to  the  subject  before  us. 
Analogies  arc  always  rather  dangerous  weapons 
in  argumentative  discussions  ;  and  I  have  seldom 
seen  one  which  seems  to  me  more  so  than  tire  very 
'case  presented  to  prove  that  we  are  robbers.  "  If 
'  a  man  owes  me  a  sum  of  money,"  says  the  hon- 
'  orable  Senator  from  Delaware,  "  and  I  meet  him 
'  on  the  highway,  and  insist,  with  a  pistol  pointed 
'  to  his  breast,  that  he  shall  deliver  to  me  a  deed 
'  of  his  farm,  at  the  estimate  which  I  choose  to  put 


•  upon  it,  I  think  there  could  not  be  much  differ- 
'  ence  of  opinion  as  to  the  nature  of  that  iraiisac- 
'  t ion,  and  I  should  like  to  know  how  my  friend  frotn 
'  Maryland,  who  is  an  able  lawyer,  would  defend 
'the  man  guilty  of  such  conduct.  Would  it  be 
'  any  palliation  or  excuse  or  justification  of  the 
'  conduct  of  an  offender,  in  such  a  case,  that  some 
'  money  was  due  to  him?  Could  there  be  found 
'  in  Christendom  a  court  and  jury  that  would  hesi- 
'  tate,  as  to  the  verdict  in  such  a  case?  And  what, 
'  let  me  ask,  as  a  friend  near  me  [Mr.  Webster] 
'  suggests,  what  would  be  the  value  of  a  deed  ob- 
'  tained  under  such  circumstances?" 

Is  it  possible,  Mr.  President,  that  the  two  dis- 
tinguished Senators  from  Delaware  and  Massachu- 
setts, I  might  almost  say,  the  first  among  the  first 
jurists  in  tlie  land  can  believe  that  this  Government 
is  to  be  driven  from  its  position  and  its  purposes, 
and  the  American  people  from  their  determination 
to  be  indemnified,  by  a  false  analogy  like  this?  I 
use  the  word  false  in  its  logical,  not  in  its  ethical 
sense.  Can  it  have  escaped  the  [lenetration  of  those 
learned  gentlemen,  that  the  case  they  suppose  is 
one,  where  both  the  parties  are  the  subjects  of 
municipal  law,  which  extends,  equally,  its  protec- 
tion and  its  penalties  over  all,  who  owe  it  alle- 
giance? The  robber  is  violating  the  law,  and  not 
only  can  gain  nothing  by  his  frime,  but  exposes 
himself  to  severe  punishment.  There  is  a  common 
umpire  between  these  men,  to  which  their  disputes, 
if  they  have  any,  must  be  referred,  and  which  has 
power  to  enforce  its  own  arbitraments.  But  the 
contests  of  nations  involve  far  different  principles. 
Their  very  equality  makes  each  the  judge  of  its  own 
rights,  and  the  asserter  of  its  own  remedies.  Do 
the  honorable  gentlemen  mean  to  push  their  anal- 
ogy so  far  as  to  contend,  that  all  treaties  made  be- 
tween stronger  and  weaker  Powers  are  void,  for 
the  very  reason  that  victory  has  declared  for  the 
one,  and  that  the  other  must  submit?  If  this  new 
princi()le  is  to  be  interpolated  into  the  law  of  na- 
tions, what  would  become  of  half  the  treaties  in 
the  world,  and  all  the  territorial  changes  they 
have  made  and  confirmed  ?  The  subject  appears  to 
me  so  plain,  as  to  defy  illustration;  and  I  leave  it 
with  the  simple  remark,  that  we  have  duties  to 
ourselves  as  well  as  to  Mexico,  and  that  if  we  do 
to  her  as  other  nations  have  always  done  under 
similar  circumstances,  we  shall  do  all  that  the  most 
jealous  advocate  of  his  country's  honor  can  de- 
mand. 

Mr.  President,  we  are  furnished  with  two  other 
dissuasive  reasons  against  the  acquisition  of  Mex- 
ican territory  One  relates  to  the  present  and  the 
future,  and  the  other  to  the  past.  The  former,  ad- 
dressing itself  to  our  fears,  belongs  to  what  may 
be  called  the  school  of  national  apprehension;  and 
the  latter,  addressing  itself  to  our  sense  of  shame, 
may  be  called  the  school -of  national  humiliation. 
I  shall  trouble  the  Senate  with  a  few  remarks  upon 
each. 

We  are  warned  of  the  dangerous  consequences 
of  increasing  our  territorial  extent.  I  heard  all  this 
nearly  half  a  century  ago,  when  Louisiana  was 
acquired.  The  fears,  now,  cannot  be  stronger, 
nor  stronger  expressed  than  they  were  then.  They 
were  again  spread  before  us  when  Florida  was  pur- 
chased; and  still  ajain,  when  Texas  was  annex- 
ed. We  have  lived  them  down,  sir,  and  I  suppose 
there  are  few  men,  within  the  limits  of  the  republic, 
who  would  now  desire  the  excision  of  either  of 
those  acquisitions,  certainly  not  of  the  two  former. 
Let  us  judge  the  future  by  the  past,  the  only  safe 
rule  of  judgment.  Our  Government  has  a  won- 
derful power  of  accommodating  itself  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  country.  *  Its  double  formation,  if  I 
may  so  speak,  of  external  and  internal  sovereign- 
ties, enables  it  to  spread  without  weakness,  and 
to  preserve  its  power  of  cohesion  with  its  process 
of  enlargement.  And  the  progress  in  the  physical 
sciences  comes  in  aid  of  our  own  political  pro- 
gress. The  means  of  communication  are  every 
day  augmenting,  and  even  now,  we  are  practically 
less  remote  from  each  other  as  a  people,  than  we 
were  in  1789. 

I  lived  upon  the  Ohio,  Mr.  President,  at  the 
period  of  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  and  watch- 
ed, as  did  the  whole  western  population,  the  pro- 
gress of  that  great  measure.  Recollecting  the  ob- 
jections made  to  it,  as  well  in  Congress,  as  in  the 
country,  and  hearing  those,  which  had  been  urged 
here  to  the  proposed  acquisition,  I  was  struck  with 
their  similarity,  I  might  almost  say  their  identity, 
and  turned  to  the  debates  of  that  period  to  fortify 
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my  impressions.     The  result  I  will  give  you  in  a 
very  brief  extract: 

[DEBATE  IN  OCTOaER,   1S03.] 

Mr.  GRirriJi  said  :  "  He  did  not,  however,  fear  those  con- 
geqiieiice^i;  he  feared  the  eflect  of  .1  vast  extent  of  our  em- 
piric :  he  feiired  tlie  etTects  of  tlie  increased  value  of  labor, 
the  decrease  in  llie  value  of  lands,  &c.    He  did  fear,  tlmu^li  [ 
this  laiid  \va<  flowin;;  with  milk  and  honey,  that  tills  Eden  j| 
of  ihe  New  World  would  prove  a  cemetery  lor  the  bodies  of   | 
our  citizens."  :  1 

Mr.  Thatcher  said  :  "This  acquisition  of  distant  territory  Ij 
will  involve  thp  necessity  of  a  considerable  standing  army 
so  justly  an  object  of  terror." 

Mr.  Gruwold  said  :  "The  vast  and  unmana<;eable  extent 
which  the  accession  of  Louisiana  will  give  to  the  United 
States — llie  consequent  dispersion  of  our  population,  and 
tlie  di'slruction  of  that  balance,  which  it  is  so  important  to 
maintain  between  the  eastern  and  we.stern  States,  threatens 
at  no  very  distant  day  the  subdivision  of  our  Union." 

.Mr.  White  said  ;  "  I  believe  it  will  be  the  greatest  curse, 
that  could  at  present  befall  us,  &.c.  *  *  *  We  have 
already  territory  enough,  and  when  I  contemplate  the  evils 
that  may  arise  to  these  States  from  this  intended  Incorpora- 
tion of  Loui.-iana  into  the  Union,  I  would  rather  see  it  <.'iven 
to  France,  to  S|)ain,  or  to  any  other  nation  of  the  earth,  upon 
the  mere  conilliion  that  no  citizen  of  the  United  States 
should  ever  settle  within  Its  limits,  than  to  see  the  territory 
sold  for  an  hundred  millions  of  dollars  and  we  retain  the 
sovereignty." 

Mr.  Tracy  called  "it a  pernicious  measure — the  admission 
of  liOUisiana,  of  a  world  and  such  a  world  into  our  Union. 
This  would  be  absorbing  the  northern  States,  and  render 
them  as  insignificant  in  the  Union  as  they  ought  to  be,  if, 
by  their  own  consent,  the  measure  should  be  adopted." 

Now,  sir,  two  of  the  speakers  in  tliis  debate 
were  predecessors  of  tlie  honorable  Senator  from 
Coiiiieclicut,  [Mr.  Baldwin,]  who  has  felt  and 
expressed  such  alarm  at  the  proposed  extension 
of  our  territorial  limits.  That  Senator  says,  he 
would  rather  give  milhons  to  get  rid  of  the  terri- 
tory, than  to  pay  a  dollar  for  its  acquisition.  Mr. 
White,  oC Delaware,  fixed  his  price  for  getting  rid 
of  Louisiana  at  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars. 
Mr.  Tracy,  an  able  and  eloquent  statesman,  pre- 
dicted that  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana  would 
"  absorb  the  northern  States,  and  render  them  in- 
significant in  the  Union."  The  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut strikes  the  same  key-note,  and  sounds  a 
similar  alarm.  Now,  sir,  all  this  appi-ehension  is 
without  the  slightest  foundation.  The  just  influ- 
ence of  Connecticut,  of  all  the  New  England  States 
indeed,  will  never  be  reduced  by  the  progress  of 
our  country.  I  do  not  speak  of  the  influence  of 
numbers,  but  I  speak  of  that  moral  power,  which 
intelligence,  and  morality,  and  patriotism,  always 
give  to  every  community.  Who,  in  this  broad  land, 
does  not  look  back  to  the  history  of  New  Englalid, 
and  associate  the  glory  of  his  country  with  the 
glorious  deeds,  which  passed  there,  and  which  laid 
the  foundations  of  our  fi-eedom  and  prosperity.' 
Go  where  you  will,  sir,  fi-oni  the  lakes  to  the  ocean, 
from  the  St.  John's  to  the  Rio  Grande,  and  every- 
where you  find  einigi'ants  from  New  England, 
carrying  with  them  tlie  fruits  of  its  intelligence, 
and  spreading  its  influence  wherever  they  go. 
Why,  sir,  there  are  five  Senators,  natives  of  New 
Hampshire,  now  members  of  this  body,  and  as 
one,  and  the  least  worthy  among  them,  I  am  proud 
10  acknowledge,  here,  in  this  high  place,  that  much 
of  the  success,  undeserved  on  iny  part,  which  has 
attended  me  through  life,  I  owe  to  the  early  lessons 
of  wisdom  and  virtue  which  were  taught  me  in  my 
native  Slate,  and  which,  if  I  have  too  often  ne- 
glected, I  have  never  forgotten.  There  may  be 
climates  less  rugged,  and  hills  less  sterile;  but  no 
population  ever  occupied  a  country  sounder  in  head 
or  heart,  or  more  richly  endowed  with  those  prin- 
ciples which  give  eneigy  to  man,  and  dignity  to 
human  nature.  The  influence  of  qualities  like 
these  will  be  felt  and  acknowledged  throughout 
our  Confederacy,  whether  those  who  bless  it  and 
pray  for  it  utter  their  blessings  and  their  prayers 
upon  the  coast  of  New  England,  or  the  shores  of 
the  Pacific. 

We  are  also  told,  as  a  dissuasive  against  the 
prosecution  of  this  war,  that  we  can  raise  no  more 
men  nor  money,  and  that  our  exertions  must  ex- 
pire, from  the  very  lassitude  of  our  patriotism. 
Our  father.s  had  these  difficulties  to  contend  with, 
in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  magnified,  indeed,  a 
thousand  fold,  by  the  circumstances  and  the  nature 
of  the  contest,  and  yet  they  fought  on,  till  they 
obtained  peace  for  themselves,  and  freedom  for  us, 
and  founded  upon  a  rock — the  ruck,  I  hojie,  of 
age.'* — this  magnificent  rcfiulilican  empire.  We 
heard  all  this,  also,  in  1«12,  and  yet,  in  the  face  of 
it,  we  conducted  that  war  to  a  glorious  termination. 
We  iieard  it  all  again  at  the  commenccme;il  of  this 
very  war,  and  the  time  has  already  past,  according 
to  the  prediction  of  a  statesman  now  present,  of  I 


the  highest  character,  supported  almost  by  mathe- 
matical calculations,  when  we  were  to  have  neither 
men  nor  money,  and  when  our  cause  was  to  fail 
from  the  fiilure  of  all  the  means  necessary  to  sup- 
port it.  Now,  sir,  nothing  can  be  worse  than  to 
stop  without  attaining  our  object.  If  we  cannot 
raise  men,  and  cannot  raise  money,  why  then  we 
must  stop.  But,  thank  God,  we  have  not  got  to 
that  point  yet,  nor  do  I  believe  we  ever  shall  get 
to  it.  Let  us  not  halt  in  our  course  now,  simply 
for  the  fear  that  we  may  be  compelled  to  halt  there 
some  time  or  other.  Sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the 
evil  thereof  Sufficient  for  the  dishonor  of  this 
country  will  be  the  lime  when  she  will  practically 
exhibit  her  inability  to  maintain  her  rights  and  her 
honor. 

Why,  sir,  what  was  said  on  this  subject  during 
the  session  of  Congress,  on  the  25lh  and  26lh  of 
January,  1847,  one  little  year  ago .'  Let  us  look 
back  for  a  moment.  The  lesson  may  be  a  profit- 
able one  for  us  all,  and  certainly  an  encouraging 
one  for  those  who  indulge  in  gloomy  forebodings, 
and  doubt  the  disposition  or  capacity  of  their  coun- 
try, to  augment  her  exertions  as  her  trials  augment. 
I  hold  in  my  hand  extracts  from  the  debates,  which 
then  took  place  on  the  subject  of  the  loan.  I  will 
read  a  few  passages,  not  mentioning,  however,  the 
names  of  the  speakers,  as  it  is  not  my  object  to 
recall  any  invidious  recollections,  but  simply  to 
show  the  sentiments,  which  then  prevailed,  and 
how  these  have  been  rebuked  by  the  result. 

One  speaker  said: 

"  The  crisis  in  which  they  were  placed  was  unprecedent- 
ed. 'J'hey  had  no  adequate  levenue,  and  were  going  on  ! 
without  any  way  of  increasing  it.  He  should  support  this 
measure,  therefore,  from  necessity,  because  they  could  do 
nothing  else.  Yet  he  feared  it  was  with  evil  to  the  currency 
of  the  country,"  Sec.  *  *  *  *  "He  predicted  it  would 
occasion  a  depression  of  the  currency  of  the  whole  country 
to  a  most  mischievous  e.vtent. 

"In  passing  it,  they  were  treasuring  up  wrath  against  the 
day  of  wrath — and  that  day  of  wrath  would  come — and  when 
it  came,  he  feared  they  would  not  be  able  to  stand." 

"  But  it  was  evident,"  said  another  speaker,  "  that  a  loan 
could  not  be  obtained." 

"A  good  deal  had  been  said,"  Mr.  Cass  remarked,  "about 
the  levying  of  a  specitic  tax,  to  which  he  might  refer;  but 
the  Administration  was  responsible  foi  the  loan.  They  had 
told  them  they  could  get  it  upon  terms  to  which  they  would 
willingly  sulmiil. 

"Mr.  E.     No. 

"  Mr.  C.vss.     No,  says  the  honorable  gentleman.' 

"  Mr.  E.     Where  do  you  find  it.' 

"  Mr.  Ca.ss.  (n  the  ternis'of  the  call  for  it  by  the  Adminis- 
tration. They  might  fail  to  get  it,  tint  they  had  good  reason 
to  expect  it.  *  *  *  *,  He  knewthat,  dnriiigthe  progress 
of  financial  difficulties  with  England,  it  becaiiie  necessary 
10  combine  every  loan  with  a  specific  tax.  Why.'  Because 
that  country  was  overloaded  with  laxes^n  the  midst  of  a 
tremendous  war — a  war  almost  against  the  whole  civilized 
world — and  with  a  debt  out  of  all  manner  of  proportion. 
Hence  it  became  necessary  for  them  to  resort  to  the  mode 
referred  to. 

"  But  did  any  man  believe  that  the  faith  of  this  nation  was 
not  sufiicient  to  raise  the  iwenty-tlirce  millions  of  dollars? 

*  *  *  They  had  paid  off  two  debts,  and  Ihey  could  pay 
off  another." 

A  speaker  also  observed: 

"  Yet  the  Senator  from  Michiaan  told  them  merelytopass 
this  bill,  and  they  would  have  all  the  money  wanted.     *     * 

*  *  The  gentleman  from  Florida  [Mr.  Westcott]  also 
thought  there  was  no  sort  of  danger,  but  that  the  public  credit 
could  raise  money  enough." 

So  much  for  the  prophecies  of  the  last  session  of 
Congress.  How  they  have  been  fulfilled  has  now 
passed  into  history,  and  yet  we  hear  the  same 
lugubrious  note  at  the  present  session,  and  it  was, 
I  believe,  the  honorable  Senator  from  Vermont, 
[Mr.  Phelps,]  who  proved  most  clearly  our  finan- 
cial imbecility,  and  his  views  were  adopted  by 
other  Senators.  And  we  have  heard  elsewhere, 
and  .from  a  high  quarter  too,  that  a  tax  "  would 
wind  up  this  miserable  Mexican  war  in  ninety 
days."  Hinc  nice  laclirijmn !  Tears  for  taxes,  but 
none  for  wounded  honor!  I  trust  I  shall  never  live 
to  see  the  day,  when  the  American  people  will 
prosecute  an  unjust  war,  because  they  do  not  feel 
Its  burdens,  or  abandon  a  just  one,  because  they 
feel  or  fear  its  financial  pressure. 

But  I  see,  by  an  article  in  the  London  Times, of 
January  4lh,that  these  cis-Atlantic forebodings  are 
not  the  only  ones.  Our  neighbors  over  the  water 
record  and  regret!  the  appearances,  which  seem  to 
them  to  indicate  an  approaching  exhausted  treas- 
ury and  its  consequences,  on  our  future  exertions. 
That  article  warns  us,  as  we  are  warned  here,  of 
the  danger  of  a  public  debt,  and  of  the  ta.xes,  to 
which  it  must  lead.  And  I  observe,  that  a  late 
Morning  Chronicle  adopts  a  similar  standard  for 
our  |irttrioiic  sacrifices.  It  thinks  that  our  losses 
and  the  derangement  of  the  financial  operations  of 


the  country  will  prove  too  much  for  "Jonathan's 
patience;"  and  that  a  proposal  to  increase  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  the  amount  we  pay  in  taxes,  will 
soon  cure  us  of  our  warlike  mania. 

But  I  mistake  the  feelings  of  my  countiymen,  if 
such  considerations  will  deter  them  from  the  pros- 
ecution of  the  war,  in  which  we  are  engnged.  If 
taxes  are  necessary,  they  will  bear  them.  Ad- 
vancing as  this  country  is  with  so  rapid  a  pace  in 
all  the  elements  of  power  and  prospei-ity,  any  debt 
it  may  contract  in  a  necessary  war  can  give  no  seri- 
ous cause  of  apprehension.  I  repeat  the  sentiment 
1  expressed  last  session,  that  I  do  not  believe  one 
word  ill  the  European  financial  axiom,  that  new 
debts  must  be  secured  by  new  taxes.  Our  exjieri- 
ence  has  disproved  it.  Where  nations  are  station- 
ary, and  already  weighed  down  with  fiscal  im- 
positions, such  a  ]5rinciple  may  be  necessary  to  the 
supj-iort  of  their  credit.  But  in  the  career  opened 
to  us,  where  our  resources  are  augmenting  in  a 
geometrical  ratio,  the  credit  of  the  country  will  be 
found  sufficient,  and  its  increasing  resources  will 
go  far  towards  the  discharge  of  all  its  engagements. 
As  to  a  debt  like  that  of  England,  the  thing  is  im- 
possible here.  It  is  one  of  the  last  dangers,  which 
threatens  us.  A  peojile,  who  govern  themselves, 
and  tax  themselves,  will  never  sanction  a  sy.ilem 
of  extravagant  and  unnecessary  expenditures, — a 
system  which,  in  England,  as  a  writer  in  the  Edin- 
burgh Review  observed,  very  wittily  and  very  tru- 
ly, some  years  since,  commences  at  the  cradle,  and 
going  on  through  all  the  gradations  of  society,  still 
taxing  as  life  advances,  finally  taxes  the  tombstone, 
— and  then  dismisses  him  who  sleeps  under  it,  to  be 
taxed  no  more.  Such  are  the  blessings  of  a  Gov- 
ernment separated  from  the  people,  and  without 
proper  sympathy  for  their  condition,  or  responsi- 
bility for  their  own  principles. 

The  other  dissuasive  reason  against  the  annexa- 
tion of  territory,  to  which  I  have  adverted,  founded 
on  our  own  conduct  towards  other  nations,  against 
whom  we  had  causes  of  complaint,  amounting  to 
causes  of  war,  if  we  had  chosen  to  consider  them 
such,  was  presented  by  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  Pearce.]  This  appeal  to  the  fruits  of 
our  own  pusillanimity  has  been  made  before,  but 
has  never,  I  think,  been  so  directly  prosecuted,  as 
by  that  gentleman  in  his  remarks  upon  the  gen- 
eral subject  the  other  day.  And  this  brings  me 
back  to  his  proposition,  which  1  have  already  con- 
sidered, that  we  have  no  just  cause  of  war  against 
Mexico.  In  its  defence,  in  addition  to  the  general 
principle  that  the  right  and  the  "  sort  of  necessity  " 
should  both  exist,  he  added,  by  way,  I  suppose,  of 
illustration,  that — 

"The  President  had  paraded  before  us  an  exaggerated 
statement  of  these  claims." 

And  he  proceeds,  among  other  things,  to  ask — 
"  If  the  resistance  or  neglect  to  pay  on  the  part  of  Mexico 
is  even  comparable  to  that,which  we  have  e.vperienced  at 
the  hand  of  stronger  nations.'  And  I  ask,  if  it  beconies  us 
to  adopt  one  rule  or  measure  of  justice  jn  regard  to  a  weak 
iialloM,  and  another  rule  of  rights  in  regard  to  a  strong  and 
haughty  people.'" 

I  answer,  no;  emphatically  no.  We  have  but 
one  rule  of  right  or  justice  for  all  nations,  and  that 
is,  that  they  fulfill  those  duties  towards  u.s,  which 
we  have  a  right  to  ask,  and  which  we,  in  our  turn, 
must  render.  And  this  is  our  rule,  as  well  with 
England,  or  Fiance  and  Mexico,  as  with  San 
Marino  or  Monaco,  or  the  great  empire,  which 
embraces  a  large  portion  of  Europe  and  stretches 
through  Asia  to  the  Frozen  Ocean  anti  tlie  Eastern 
Sea.  The  honorable  gentleman  confounds  the 
right  with  the  remedy.  The  one  is  independent 
of  circumstances,  and  the  other  depends  upon  our- 
selves. Why,  his  own  illustration  clearly  exhibits 
this  difference.  He  says  we  had  causes  enough 
of  war  against  France  and  England,  and  his  re- 
proach is  that  these  were  not  followed  by  war 
against  the  former  Power,  "  a  great  and  mighty 
people."  He  says,  "and  yet  we  tnlk  of  violated 
honor;"  "and  the  President  rants  about  our  claims 
against  Mexico."  I  beg  to  assure  the  Senate  that 
tills  language  is  the  language  of  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator, and  not  mine.  I  shall  never  talk  about  the 
ranting  of  the  Chief  Magisti'ate,  when  he  spreads 
our  public  grievances  before  the  represeiitatives  of 
the  people,  and  thus  before  the  people  and  the 
world;  nor  shall  I  ever  taunt  my  country  by  inti- 
mating that  her  course  has  been  so  pusillanimous, 
that  for  her  to  talk  of  violated  honor  is  a  solemn 
farce.  But  were  all  this  so,  it  is  quite  time  that 
our  jjolicy  were  changed.  We  are  well  chastised 
for  the  want  of  self-respect  wo  have  exhibited,  i 
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we  have  lost  our  honor;  and  if  we  do  not  stop  in 
this  career  of  humiliation,  the  proclivity  will  be- 
come steeper  and  steeper,  and  our  descent  more 
and  more  rapid,  till  we  shall  have  neither  rights 
to  assert,  nor  honor  to  defend,  nor  disposition  to 
do  either. 

This  catalogue  raisonnee  of  our  acts  of  humilia- 
tion I  have  heard  before;  but  never,  I  think,  with 
such  strong  lerms  of  reprobation.  Our  submission 
to  the  insults  of  the  Neapolitan,  the  Dane,  the 
Gaul,  and  the  Anglo-Saxon,  is  brought  before  us, 
as  it  were  in  staring  capitals,  and  some  of  these 
are  characteriied  as — 

"  Committt'd  in  tlie  wantonness  of  power — in  the  very 
scorn  of  our  rights — vvitliout  the  sllglitest  jnstificalion  ;  and 
persisted  in,  repeati:d,  and  boldly  defended,  witli  a  most 
ofl'ensive  eft'rontery,  and  yet  endured  by  tliis  counliy  through 
successive  adniiiiislrations  from  1806  to  1831." 

1  regret,  sir,  to  hear  all  this;  not  for  its  own 
sake,  for  we  have  nothing  to  reproach  ourselves 
with,  but  in  connection  with  the  subject  before  us. 
1  regret  to  hear,  that  too  much  forbearance — if  too 
much  there  was,  as  the  gentleman  seems  to  inti- 
mate— is  now  made  the  pretext  for  more;  that  we 
must  suffer  from  Mexico  because  we  have  suffered 
from  others,  and  that  we  must  go  on  thus  inter- 
minably, exposed  to  the  attacks  of  the  strong  and 
the  weak,  and  to  the  contempt  of  all. 

But,  sir,  the  people  of  this  country  have  never 
been  deficient  in  patriotism  or  national  pride.  Du- 
ring the  period  when  these  aggressions,  to  which 
the  honorable  gentleman  alludes,  were  committed, 
the  moral  and  political  world  was  in  commotion, 
the  foundations  of  society  in  Europe  were  uproot- 
ed, and  a  mighty  revolution  was  sweeping  over 
that  region,  which  occasioned  greater  changes  in 
the  world,  than  did  the  five  preceding  centuries. 
Tremendous  military  establishments  were  formed, 
and  the  rule  of  might  became  the  rule  of  right. 
These  injuries  commenced  under  the  admini.stra- 
tion  of  General  Washington,  and  were  continued 
through  the -administrations  of  IMr.  Adams,  and 
Mr.  Jefferson,  and  Mr.  Madison;  but  their  prin- 
cipal weight  fell  upon  us  during  the  Presidency  of 
Mr.  Jelfcrson,  and  a  portion  of  that  of  Mr.  Madi- 
son. And  everlasting  honor  is  due  to  those  two 
eminent  patriots  ajid  statesmen  for  the  firm,  pru- 
dent, and  dignified  course  they  pursued  under  the 
trying  and  perilous  circumstances,  in  which  they 
and  their  country  were  placed.  History  has  set 
its  seal  upon  their  measures,  and  in  all  time  here- 
after, their  memory  will  be  held  in  honor  by  a 
grateful  people. 

But,  sir,  we  went  to  war  with  France  in  1798, 
and  with  England  in  1812,  two  of  the  mightiest 
Powers  on  earth,  and  with  immense  military  estab- 
lishments at  their  disposal,  till  then  unknown  in 
modern  times.  And  it  was  the  conviction  in  France 
that  the  firm  character  and  decided  course  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  and  the  responsive  feeling  of  the 
American  people,  would  lead  to  a  war  with  that 
country,  if  justice  was  not  done  us,  and  not  the  in- 
terference of  England,  which  produced  the  ari'ange- 
ment  of  18,30,  and  its  execution,  by  which  our 
chapter  of  complaints  against  France  was  closed, 
and  I  hope  forever. 

Here,  sir,  were  two  wars  within  fifteen  years, 
and  both  prosecuted,  when  we  were  comparatively 
feeble  in  numbers,  in  strength,  and  in  wealth,  and 
a  third  barely  avoided  by  the  satisfaction  of  our 
claims.  Now,  sir,  I  deny  that  we  are  justly  liable 
to  the  reproach  of  pusillanimity,  or  that  we  have 
forfeited  our  claim  to  talk  of  violated  honor.  Or, 
that  Mexico,  or  any  one  for  Mexico,  in  this  coun- 
try or  elsewhere,  has  a  right  to  say,  you  had  es- 
tablished your  character  for  lame  submission,  and 
you  have  therefore  no  right  to  ask  indemnity  of 
me  for  wrongs  such  as  you  have  suffered  from 
others,  and  which  your  own  forbearance  in  former 
years  induced  me  to  refuse.  - 

There  uie  two  incidents,  episodes  I  may  call 
them,  in  the  great  action  going  on,  which,  though 
they  neither  give  direction  to  its  movement,  nor 
certainty  to  its  termination,  are  yet  worthy  of  re- 
mark, as  they  exhibit,  if  not  the"  faults  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, at  any  rate  the  facility  with  which 
their  measures  are  assailed.  One  of  these  charges 
1  have  never  heard,  I  confess  it,  with  becominggrav- 
ity.  The  other  is  new,  or  at  any  rale  new  to  me, 
and  has  been  presented  by  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land, [Mr.  Johnson,]  with  his  accustomed  ability, 
which  sometimes  makes  "  the  wrong  appear  the 
better  reason."  1  sliall  content  myself  with  touch- 
ing, rather  than  considering  them. 

One  great  grievance   alleged    by  the   Mexican 


Government,  and  repeated  here,  and  one  for  which 
our  minister  was  rudely  driven  from  the  republic, 
is,  that  we  sent  her  a  plenipotentiary  and  not  a 
commissioner,  to  effect  an  amicable  arrangement 
of  the  difficulties  between  the  two  countries. 
Really,  sir,  in  the  whole  history  of  national  inter- 
communication, no  such  frivolous  reason  as  this 
was  ever  given  for  involving  two  countries  in  war, 
that  a  higher  grade  of  diplomatic  agent  was  sent 
by  one  Power  than  the  other  demanded.  The 
reverse  may  have  happened  when  the  most  idle 
questions  were  grave  subjects  of  investigation  and 
remonstrance.  Mexico  must  have  had  few  sub- 
stantial causes  of  complaint,  and  the  opponents  of 
the  Administration  few  just  grounds  of  animadver- 
sion, when  such  a  measure  assumes  an  important 
position  in  their  respective  lists  of  grievances.  But 
how  stands  the  fact?  Anxious  to  restore  the  diplo- 
matic relations  between  the  two  countries,  which 
had  been  interrupted  by  the  Mexican  Government, 
the  President  directed  that  our  consul  (Mr.  Black) 
should  communicate  this  desire  to  the  Mexican 
authorities,  and  say  to  them,  that  if  they  "  would 
'  receive  an  envoy  from  the  United  States  to  adjust 
'  all  the  questions  in  dispute  between  the  two  coun- 
'  tries,  he  will  immediately  despatch  one  to  'Mex- 
'  ico." 

To  this  proposition  the  Mexican  Secretary  of 
State  answered: 

"  My  Government  is  disposed  to  receive  tlie  commisioner 
of  the  United  States  who  may  come  to  tliis  capital  with  full 
powers  from  his  Government  to  settle  the  present  dispute  in 
a  peaceful,  reasonable,  and  honorable  manner." 

Here  is  the  acceptance  of  the  proposition,  and 
the  agreement  to  receive  the  commissioner  whom 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  piroposed  to 
send,  under  the  title  of  envoy  "  to  settle  the  pres- 
ent dispute."  Well,  the  envoy  was  sent,  com- 
missioned for  this  very  purpose,  and  when  he 
arrived  he  was  refused  recognition,  because  he  came 
as  an  envoy,  and  because  his  powers  extended  to 
the  adjustment  of  the  whole  dispute  between  the 
two  countries,  and  were  not  confined  to  "  ques- 
tions relative  to  Texas."  As  to  the  mere  title,  it 
does  not  merit  a  moment's  serious  consideration. 
It  was  an  afterthought,  a  subterfuge,  resorted  to 
in  order  to  justify  what  the  Mexican  Government 
was  determined  to  do,  but  what  it  was  easier  to  do 
than  to  defend.  It  is  evident  that  our  proposition 
was  accepted  as  made,  and  that  envoy  and  com- 
missioner were  but  convertible  terms.  This  is 
shown  by  the  letter  of  the  Mexican  Secretary  of 
State  to  Mr.  Slidell,  in  which  he  says: 

"That  the  single  word  "restore"  is  l)y  no  means  suffi- 
cient to  give  to  Mr.  Slidell  the  special  character  of  commis- 
sioner or  plenipotentiary  ad  hoc." 

But  Mr.  Slidell  had  too  much  power;  or,  in  other 
words,  he  was  charged  to  settle  the  whole  contro- 
versy between  the  two  countries,  and  not  the  Mex- 
ican portion  of  it  alone.  And  was  not  this  arrange- 
ment in  the  very  terms  of  the  proposition  and  its 
acceptance .'  We  desire  to  send  you  an  envoy, 
says  Mr.  Buchanan,  to  adjust  all  the  questions  in 
dispute  between  the  two  Governments.  We  will 
receive  your  commissioner,  answers  Mr.  Pena  y 
Pena,  charged  "to  settle  the  present  dispute"  be- 
tween your  country  and  ours.  Well,  what  was 
this  dispute.'  It  had  two  sides  to  it,  like  most 
other  disputes,  public  and  private.  We  com- 
plained that  Mexico  had  injured  our  citizens,  and 
she  complained  that  we  had  annexed  Texas.  And 
the  dispute  was  made  up  of  these  causes  of  com- 
plaint. Could  the  Mexican  Government  be  so 
besotted  as  to  suppose,  that  theUnited  States  would 
adjust  her  side  of  the  quarrel  and  leave  their  own 
unadjusted.'  That  we  should  be  willing  to  do 
something,  I  know  not  what,  by  which  Mexico 
would  agree  to  the  annexation  or  we  abandon  it, 
and  thus  satisfy  her  cause  of  complaint,  and  then 
turn  round  and  enter  upon  another  negotiation  of 
twenty-five  years  to  satisfy  our  own  ?  If  our  Ad- 
ministration had  acted  thus,  they  would  have  met 
and  merited  universal  execration.  And  now  the 
great  cause  of  grievance  with  our  adversary  is,  that 
though  we  were  willing  to  do  her  justice,  yet  we 
requii-ed  at  the  same  time,  that  justice  should  be 
done  to  us. 

And  one  of  our  most  eminent  living  statesmen — 
a  connecting  link  between  the  present  and  the  past 
generation — has  not  only  endeavored  to  place  IVIex- 
ico  right, and  his  adopted  country  wrong,  upon  this, 
as  well  as  upon  other  questions  at  issue  with  her,  but 
has  elaborately  discussed  it,  and  given  to  his  sen- 
timents— which  have  been  widely  disseminated  by 


party  zeal  and  the  public  press — the  authority  of 
his  name. 

In  his  remarks  upon  this  subject,  as  Mr.  Galla- 
tin commences  witl)  an  error,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  he  ends  with  one.  He  says:  "The  Mexican 
Government  insisted,  that  it  only  agreed  to  receive 
a  commissioner  to  treat  on  the  questions  that  had 
arisen  from  the  events  in  Texas,"  &c.  This  as- 
sumption of  the  Mexican  Secretary  of  State,  which 
Mr.  Gallatin  endorses — as  he  must  endorse  it,  in 
order  to  place  his  own  Government  in  the  wrong, 
for  which  he  seems  to  have  powerful,  if  not  patri- 
otic propensities — is  contradicted  by  Mr.  Pena  y 
Pena's  letter  to  Mr.  Black,  in  which  he  says,  ex- 
pressly, that  the  commissioner  of  the  United  States, 
coming  "to  settle  the  present  dispute,"  will  be 
received  by  the  Mexican  Government.  In  the 
whole  letter,  which  pledged  the  Mexican  faith  to 
the  reception  of  the  minister,  there  was  no  allusion, 
direct  or  indirect,  to  "  the  questions 'which  had 
arisen  from  the  events  in  Texas."  So  much  for 
the  substance  of  the  charge. 

Mr.  Gallatin  discusses  the  question  of  etiquette — 
as  this  finally  descends  to  be — with  more  zeal  and 
unction  than  would  have  been  expected  from  a  cola- 
borer  with  Jefferson  and  Madison  in  the  republican 
vineyard.  He  says  that  treaties  of  peace  are  always 
negotiated  by  commissioners,  appointed  for  that 
special  purpose.  If  this  were  so,  it  would  not  touch 
the  present  case;  for  Mexico  had  then  neither  de- 
clared war,  nor  committed  any  act  necessarily  lead- 
ing to  it.  But  it  is  not  so,  and  Mr.  Gallatin  ought 
to  have  known  it.  He  ought  to  have  known  that 
he  was  appointed  an  envoy  extraordinary  and  min- 
ister plenipotentiary,  with  four  other  eminent  citi- 
zens, in  1814,  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
England.  They  are  thus  designated  in  the  treaty 
itself;  and  I  have  actually  seen  the  record  of  their 
commission  in  the  Department  of  State.  He  ought 
to  have  known,  that'the  very  treaty  of  peace  be- 
tween France  and  Great  Britain  in  1783,  which  he 
cites  and  asserts  was  negotiated  by  commissioners, 
was,  in  fact,  negotiated  by  the  Duke  of  Manches- 
ter, as  "ambassador  extraordinary  and  minister 
plenipotentiary,"  &c.;  and  that  the  preliminary 
treaty  between  the  same  Powers  was  negotiated  in 
1762,  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford,  "  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary," and  that  in  the  full  powers  from  our 
Congress,  dated  June  15,  1781,  the  persons  ap- 
pointed to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England 
are  styled  "ministers  plenipotentiary,"  &c.;  and 
he  ought  to  have  known  that  modern  history  is 
filled  with  similar  examples. 

But,  sir,  while  the  Government  has  been  assailed, 
at  home,  upon  this  point  of  diplomatic  etiquette,  it 
has  been  redeemed,  abroad,  from  all  blame  by  the 
publication  of  the  letter  of  General  Herrera,  writ- 
ten on  the  25th  of  August  last,  in  answer  to  an 
application  from  Santa  Anna  inviting  him  to  act  as 
a  commissioner  to  treat  for  peace  with  the  United 
States.  "  For  no  other  act  than  showing  that  there 
'  would  be  no  obstacle  to  his  (Mr.  Slidell's)  pre- 
'  senling  himself,  and  having  his  proposkions 
'  heard,  my  administration  was  calumniated  in  the 
'  most  atrocious  manner.  For  this  act  alone,  the 
'  revolution  which  displaced  me  from  the  com- 
'  mand  was  set  on  foot."  I  need  add  nothing  to 
this  declaration  of  the  Ex-President  of  Mexico. 
I  leave  the  question  between  Mr.  Gallatin  and 
General  Herrera. 

The  other  objection,  which  I  have  classed  as  an 
episode  is,  that'of  the  two  alternative  propositions, 
which  the  President  was  authorized  to  offer  to 
Texas,  he  chose  the  one,  which  committed  the 
United  States  to  admit  her  into  the  Union,  with- 
out any  specific  provision,  that  her  boundaries 
should  be  established,  subject  to  the  control  of  the 
General  Government. 

In  the  first  place,  sir,  the  present  Administra- 
tion was  not  then  in  power,  and  is  not  responsible 
for  the  choice  of  the  mode  of  procedure.  The 
offer  was  made  by  Mr.  Tyler  before  the  expira- 
tion of  his  term  of  service. 

In  the  second  place,  the  power  of  decision  was 
purely  discretionary,  and  if  the  President  was 
wrong  in  selecting  that  alternative.  Congress  was 
wrong  in  giving  him  the  power  to  do  so. 

In  the  tliird  place,  a  reasonable  discretion  must 
necessarily  exist  in  Congress  on  this  subject;  and 
if  that  body  is  clearly  satisfied,  that  lexas  claiins 
more  than  she  has  any  right  to  claim,  1  see  iiolh- 
in"-  in  the  act  of  annexation,  which  would  compel 
thS  Government  to  involve  the  country  in  an  un- 
just  war  to  defend  an  unjust  claim. 
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III  the  Coiirth  place,  the  honorable  Senator  must 
know,  that  by  no  other  mode  could  tlie  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  have  been  consuinnirtled,  as  there 
was  no  probal)ility,  I  may  ahnost  add  possibility) 
that  any  treaty  for  tiiat  purpose  would  be  ratified 
by  the  Senate.  A  constitutional  majority  of  two- 
thirds  could  not  have  been  obtained.  The  law 
itself  passed  this  body,  but  by  a-bare  majority  of 
one.  It  was  annexation  under  the  law,  and  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  the  treaty-raakin;^;  power  of 
the  Senate,  or  it  was  not  annexation  at  all. 

Mr.  Prtsiilent,  a  few  remarks  upon  another  top- 
ic, and  [  will  cease  to  trespass  upon  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate. 

It  has  been  .said  in  Ensfland,  and  in  the  United 
Stales,  and  perhaps  in  Mexico,  though  not  so  bit- 
terly, I  think,  that  our  armies  in  that  country 
have  cominiiled  tenibli;  cruelties,  unwoithy  of  us, 
and  of  the  a^-e,  and  which  should  call  upon  us  the 
condemnation  of  the  world.  And  the  great  Jour- 
nal of  Euicland,  the  proclaimer  of  Enijlish  modera- 
tion and  phianthropy,  has  said  that — 

"The  cruelties  ppriiotrated  by  nornaiirio  Cnrti'Z,  on  liis 
first  expnriition  to  Me.\ico.  have  heeii  surpassed  in  harharity 
nnd  heartlessness,  by  the  beroie  coiiiinaiiders  of"  the  model 
Ile(iublic.  re  despmiriin  caa  he  syiiihnlized  by  a  kiioul, 
Aiiierioan  re|)iihlioarii-:iii  may  be  rcpresemed  by  a  :;alli>vvs, 
and  from  the  same  spirit  of  iii.^toric  herahliy,  which  would 
indicate  French  ri-pni>licanis]n  by  a  guillotine." 

I  wish  I  could  K've  the  date  of  this  article,  for  I 
."should  like  to  fix  its  exact  chronolosjy;  but  I  can- 
not, as  I  cut  it  out  of  one  of  the  American  papers, 
and  have  since  lost  the  reference. 

Mr.  President,  I  listened  with  equal  pleasure 
and  interest,  a  few  days  since,  to  the  remarks  of 
the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Dix] — to  his 
statesmanlike  view.'*,  expressed  with  equal  clear- 
ness of  thought  and  felicity  of  language.  But 
there  was  nothing,  which  beller  became  his  posi- 
tion, or  ours,  than  his  exposition  of  the  princifiles 
of  the  British  Government,  when  contrasted  with 
its  professitms — its  eternal  process  of  aggrandize- 
ment, and  its  eternal  claim  to  moderation.  And  I 
was  the  more  struck  with  his  illustration  of  the 
subject,  because  it  corresponded  with  some  obser- 
vations I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Senate, 
respecting  it,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  I  was 
then  met  by  the  Roman  war-cry — from  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Web- 
ster]— DeLe.nda  est  Carthago!  as  though  the  mere 
reference  to  historical  facts  announced  a  spirit  of 
vengeance  unbecoming  us  and  our  country.  Mr. 
President,  there  is  nothing  to  be  gained  by  soft 
words  on  such  occasions  as  these.  They  may 
turn  away  private  wrath,  but  they  never  yet  turned 
away  public  envy  and  jealousy.  Let  us  look  our 
accusers  and  their  accusations  full  in  the  face. 
"  I  thank  God,"  said  the  Pharisee  of  old,  "  that 
I  am  not  as  other  men  are."  We  thank  God, 
Bays  the  public  opinion  of  England,  that  we  are 
not  like  other  nations,  and  least  of  all  like  that 
great  grasping  mobocracy  of  the  western  hemi- 
sphere, which  is  seizing  and  annexing  the  territory 
of  ils  neighliors!  And  this  is  said  with  as  much 
stern  gravity  as  though  the  coast  of  England 
bounded  her  possessions,  and  as  though  there  were 
a  rock,  or  islet,  or  island,  or  continent,  she  did  not 
covet,  and,  coveting,  did  not  seek,  and,  seeking, 
did  not  .".trive  to  obtain  with  a  strong  hand,  if  she 
thought  her  hands  strong  enough  to  obtain  it.  In 
the  whole  history  of  national  reproofs,  and  na- 
tional professions,  there  is  nothing  like  this — that 
England  .shoidd  cast  the  first  stone  against  other 
nations  for  a  spirit  of  conquest  and  aggrandize- 
uient ! 

That  great  paper,  the  "Times" — great  in  its 
circulation  and  in  its  influence — is  the  existing  ex- 
ponent of  I-jiglish  sentiment.  It  does  not  make, 
but  ministers  to,  public  opinion;  it  does  not  guide, 
but  indicates  it.  It  caters  for  the  national  appetite; 
but  its  dishes  are  prepared  for  the  public  taste,  and 
not  the  taste  for  liu:  dishes.  Every  calumny  upon 
us,  every  slur  upon  our  morals  and  sneer  at  our 
manners,  finds  open  ears  tf)  admit  it,  and  willing 
hearia  to  receive  it.  For  myself,  sir,  1  am  tired  of 
all  this;  and  I  think  Mr.  Walsh,  some  years  ago, 
rendered  an  acceptable  service  to  the  cause  of  trutli 
and  of  his  country,  by  the  publication  of  his  work 
upon  thi.s  very  subject;  and  I  wish  some  patriotic 
American  would  bring  it  down  to  the  f)resentday, 
und  exhibit  in  all  its  glaring  contrast  tiie  difference 
between  English  pra(;tice  and  Enj;lish  f)rofessioiis. 
I  am  tired  .Uo  of  the  eternal  cant  about  the  Anglo- 
i^iaxun  race,  ns  though  that  were  the  only  stock 
from  which  virtue  and  intelligence  could  »prinj; — 


as  though  our  own  population  were  homosreneous, 
and  descended  from  the  English  family  alone; 
while  we  know  it  has  levied  contributions  upon 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth — upon  France,  tind 
Holland,  and  Spain<  and  Germany,  and  Sweden, 
and  Norway,  to  a  large  amount,  and  upon  Ireland 
— oppressed  and  down-trodden  Ireland — to  a  much 
larger;  and  all  those  contributions  soon  became 
fused  together,  losing  their  peculiar  traits,  and 
forming  the  American  people,  with  a  character  of 
their  own,  and  I  think  with  pride  enough  to  assert 
their  identity,  and  to  treat  the  Anglo-Saxon  race, 
as  they  treat  all  other  races,  in  questions  of  na- 
tional comity,  as  friends  or  enemies,  depending  on 
the  prevalent  sentiments  with  which  they  them- 
selves are  regaided. 

Mr.  HALE,  (in  his  seat.)     And  Africa  too.' 

Mr.  CASS.  Let  us  go  on  with  our  own  race. 
An  eye  for  an  eye  and  a  tooth  for  a  tooth,  said  the 
Jewish  lawgiver.  The  rule  is  a  harsh  one,  and  I 
would  not  adopt  it,  even  in  repelling  national  cal- 
umnies. But  with  England  I  would  do  better.  I 
would  let  her  own  history  condemn  her,  when  she 
asserts  her  superiority  over  the  other  nations  of 
the  earth. 

In  the  year  1756,  a  war  broke  out  between  the 
English  and  the  Nabob  of  Bengal.  The  English 
general,  Clive,  entered  into  a  secret  correspondence 
with  the  commander  of  the  Nabob's  forces.  A 
rich  Indian  banker,  named  Omichund,  was  a  prin- 
cipal agent  in  the  arrangement  of  this  affair,  and 
he  was  to  receive  a  large  sum  of  money  for  his 
services.  In  conformity  with  the  stipulations,  the 
commander  abandoned  his  master  upon  the  field 
of  battle,  and  was  elevated  by  the  English  to  the 
vacant  throne.  Omichund  demanded  more  than 
Clive  was  willing  to  grant;  but  fearing  that  he 
might  betray  the  secret,  the  English  general  deter- 
mined to  deceive  him.  And  he  did  so.  I  quote 
from  an  English  historian: 

"  Omichuiid's  interests  were  to  be  protected  by  a  special 
clause  in  the  treaty.  Two  treaties  were  drawn  up:  one, 
written  on  white  piper,  contained  no  reference  to  (Jnii- 
chund;  anollier,  written  upon  red  paper,  contaijed  all  the 
stipulations  of  the  white  treaty,  and,  in  addition,  an  ailiile 
in  favor  of  Omichund,  to  deceive  wuom  was  the  only  pur- 
pose lor  which  it  existed.  But  a  new  dilficulty  oceuired. 
'I'he  select  committee  had  no  hesitation  in  siiining  both  the 
treaties  ;  but  Admiral  Watson  refused  his  assent  totlie  mock 
dociniieut,  and  the  absence  of  his^  name,  it  was  foreseen, 
would  excite  the  suspicion  of  so  wary  a  man  as  Omichund. 
Here,  again,  Clive  had  an  expedient  ready.  It  was  toaltach 
the  Admiral's  inune  by  another  hand,  (or  in  other  words,  to 
foiee  it.)  The  two  treaties  were  accordingly  rendered  com- 
plete, and  the  red  one  answered  its  purpose.  Omichund 
kept  the  secret  of  the  conspirators,  Soorag-oo-Dovvlah  was 
deUironed,  and  Meer-J.ilHer  elevat.d  to  his  place." 

"  The  sequel  of  the  tale  is  mrlaneholy.  *  *  *  *  That 
document  wa<  produced  in  white.  Omichund  became  agi- 
tated, and  said,  'This  cannot  be  the  treaty;  it  was  a  red 
treaty  I  t.aw.'  Clive  coolly  replied,  '  Ves,  but  this  is  a  white 
one;'  and  turning  to  Serai'tini,  who  spoke  the  native  lan- 
guage more  perleetly  than  hiinsulf,  he  said,  'Ifis  now  time 
to  undeceive  Omichund.'  The  process  of  undeceiving  the 
miserable  man  was  thort  and  -iuiple.  In  ccnnpliaiiee  with 
the  suggestion  of  Clive,  Scrafton  ^aid  :  '  Omichund,  the  ri  d 
treaty  is  a  nick;  you  are  to  have  notiiing;'  and  he  needed 
not  to  say  more.  The  senses  of  (Jmichuiid  had  fled  ;  he  fell 
back  inlo  a  swoon,  from  which  he  reeoveted  only  to  linger 
out  tlie  remnant  of  his  life  in  a  state  of  idiocy." 

This  was,  in  fact,  the  foundation  of  the  great  em- 
pire of  England  in  Hindustan.  Many  an  English 
moralist  has  visited  this  process  of  acquisition — 
the  only  one,  perhaps,  of  the  kind  in  all  history — 
with  that  indignant  reprobation,  which  costs  noth- 
ing but  well-turned  periods.  From  that  time,  the 
English  Government  has  been  the  sovereign  of 
Bengal.  But  where  is  the  Englishman,  moralist 
or  statesman,  writer  or  politician,  who  has  ever 
proposed  to  surrender  this  territory,  acquired  by 
forgery,  or  to  redeem  the  national  character  from 
the  charge  of  participating  in  the  crime,  by  reject- 
ing the  benefit  it  brought  with  it.'  So  much  for 
coats  of  arms.  I  commend  this  incident  to  the 
Herald's  college.  But  to  return  to  the  charges  of 
cruelty  which  have  been  made  against  our  army 
in  Mexico.  No  one  believes  them,  or  has  repeated 
them.  We  are  till  equally  free  from  that  reproach. 
But  there  have  been  many  allusions,  exaggerated 
ones,  it  a[)[)ears  to  me,  to  the  terrible  calamities, 
which  our  war  has  inflicted  upon  the  Mexican 
people,  and  which  elsewhere  might  be  quoted  as 
corroborative  proof  of  the  alleged  misconduct  of 
our  soldiers.  I  would  not  slop  to  quarrel  with 
mere  figures  of  rhetoric,  nor  would  I  apply  any 
severe  canons  of  criticism  to  extemporaneous  de- 
bates like  ours,  where  much  is  Jiaid  in  the  heat  of 
discussion,  that  our  cooler  judgment  docs  not  ap- 
prove, and  said,  loo,  in  stronger  language,  than  we 
design  to  use. 


In  illustration  of  these  remarks,  I  will  read  a 
short  extract  from  a  speech  of  an  honorable 'Sena- 
tor upon  this  floor,  who,  in  all  the  qualities  of  head 
and  heart,  that  give  worth  and  eminence  in  public 
or  in  private  life,  is  inferior  to  none  of  his  asso- 
ciates: 

"  We  hear  of  an  intention  to  strike  outrased  Mexico  in 
yet  more  vital  points — we  do  not  arrest  it.  We  suffer  the 
expedition  to  go  on.  Before  the  Mexican  blood  is  yit  dry 
upon  the  fields  of  Palo  Alto,  Res.ica  de  la  Palma,  Monterey; 
and  Buena  Vista,  Vera  Cruz  is  bombarded.  Her  churches 
fall  under  the  dreadful  aim  of  the  mortar-^the  blood  of  her 
women  and  children  runs  in  streams  tlinmgh  her  before 
peaceful  and  happy  streets — her  almost  every  thoroughfare 
is  obstructed  by  the'man^led  bodies  of  her  sliiushlered  citi- 
zens, until  at  last,  her  valor  can  hold  out  no  longer  before 
the  mighty  and  crushing  power  of  our  arms.  Hhe  surrenders. 
Vet  still  our  vengeance  is  not  glutted.  Innocent,  unofiend- 
iim,oulrn2ed  Mexico  has  yet  mine  cities  to  be  laid  waste  or 
conquered — more  hearts  to  be  wrung — more  gallant  blood  to 
be  shed — more  women  and  children  to  be  slaiuditered — more 
agony  in  every  form  to  sufi'er.  We  have  not  yet  had  our  lili 
of  blood.  We  nrarch  on  in  fiendish  progress.  At  Cerro 
Gordo,  Churubusco,  Chapul tepee,  Molino  del  Key,  nnr  mai ch 
of  slauahter  is  renewed,  ami  goes  on  with  yet  more  fearful 
violence.  Mexican  blood  watf  rs  every  plain.  The  cries  of 
.  Mexican  awny  startle  every  ear,  and  still  the  work  goes  on. 
We  lay  siege  to  the  city  of  Mexico  itself— bombard  its  peace- 
ful dwellings — make  her  streets  to  run  with  human  blood,, 
and  slaughter  asiin  women  and  children,  until  resistjince 
becomes  unavailing.  We  get  possession  of  the  capital,  and 
ye^  carry  on  the  contest.  Sir,  can  our  country  have  done 
such  deeds.'  fs  she  so  deeply  steeped  in  crime.'  Has  she 
no  honor  left.'  Are  we  Christian  and  civilized  men,  or  are 
we  robbers  and  murderers.'  I  hope  she  will  pardon  me  the 
inquiry;  and  yet  if  the  war  was  unjust,  if  it  was  not  pro- 
voked, if  it  was  our  act.  and  not  the  act  of  Mexico,  every 
human  heart,  animated  by  a  single  human  feeling,  can  but 
answer  in  the  atfirmative. 

"  But  no,  sir;  no,  sir,  it  is  not  so.  She  is  high-niindpd, 
jiist,and  honorable.  She  is  civilized,  not  savage.  Herciti- 
zen^  are  moral  and  Christian.  Those  scenes  are  in  the  eye 
of  God  and  man  to  be  justified,  because  necessary  to  our 
honor,  and  forced  upon  us  in  vindication  of  our  violated 
rights.  Mexico  is  answerable  for  all  these  sad  and  sicken- 
ing results.  The  war  is  ju-t  because  she  commenced  it.  Tt 
does  exist  by  her  act,  and, so  help  ine  God,  but  for  that  con- 
viction, as  I  reverence  truth  and  detest  falsehood,  I  would 
never  have  voted  for  the  act  of  the  15lh  May,  1846. 

"These  scenes,"  says  the  honoral)la«Senator, 
"are  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  man  to  be  justified, 
because  necessary  to  our  honor,  and  forced  upon 
us  in  vindication  of  our  violated  rights." 

Mr.  President,  we  have  a  far  better  justification 
than  belliserent  necessity  for  our  conduct  in  Mex- 
ico, and  that  is,  that  these  scenes  as  described,  did 
not  and  could  not  occur  there.  The  colors  are  too 
dark,  and  the  picture  not  true  to  nature.  And  no 
one  sooner  than  the  Senator  himself,  will  be  re- 
joiced at  an  opportunity  of  correcting  any  misap- 
prehension, to  which  the  strength  of  his  language 
may  have  exposed  his  meaning. 

Now,  sir,  I  put  it  to  the  honorable  Senator  and 
to  the  Senate,  whether  such  vivid  descriptions  as 
these  are  not  calculated  to  do  us  injury  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world  .'  Whether  they  will  not  be  transfer- 
red to  the  other  hemisphere,  and  swell  the  catalogue 
of  calumnies,  which  intolerance,  both  political  and 
social,  is  pourinsr  out  against  our  country  .'  I  have 
made  a  good  deal  of  inf|uiry  upon  the  subject,  and 
1  am  perfectly  satisfied,  that  the  evils  which  the 
progress  of  our  arms  has_ inflicted  upon  Mexico 
are  far  less  than  ever  before  attended  the  opera- 
tions of  a  hostile  army.  It  would  be  folly  to  deny, 
that  war  brings  calamities  enough,  under  the  most 
favorable  c'uxumstanccs,  where  even  tiic  discipline 
of  an  invading  army  is  the  sternest,  the  disposition 
of  the  coiTimander  and  of  the  oflicers  the  best,  and 
the  measures  to  repress  unnecessary  violence  the 
promjitest  and  the  most  efficient.  But  1  religiously 
iielievethat  the  injuries  we  have  committed  in  Mex- 
ico (and  I  have  taken  .some  trouble  to  ascertain  the 
truth)  have  been  less,  far  less,  than  ever  followed 
in  the  train  of  any  army  that  ever  went  fortli  to 
foreign  war.  I  have  run  my  eye  over  several  pages 
of  history,  (cursorily,  indeed,  but  carefully  enough 
for  my  purpose,)  to  ascertain  what  has  been  the 
conduct  of  other  nations  in  similar  circumstances, 
and  how  far  they  have  carried  their  f(n-bearance, 
either  in  the  exciting  operations  of  a  campaign,  or 
after  victory  had  crowned  their  exertions.  I  have 
not  omitted,  in  this  search,  a  glance  at  the  military 
history  of  England,  whence  the  first  stone'  is  al- 
ways thrown  at  us,  and  who,  guiltless  herself  of 
ambition  and  oppression,  is  the  self-constituted 
judge,  I  was  about  to  say,  but  I  correct  myself  by 
'saying,  the  condemner  of  this  country,  past,  pres- 
ent, and  to  come. 

And  now  what  says  the  record  of  human  wars.' 
I  have  collected,  Mr.  President,  froin  the  records 
of  iiislory,  several  instances  of  the  extreme  cruel- 
ties and  sufierings,  which  have  attended  warfare, 
from  the  period  described  by  the  Jewish  historian. 
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when  "  they  took  all  his  cities  at  that  time,  and 
utterly  destroyed  tiie  men,  and  the  women,  and 
the  litile  ones — of  every  city  they  left  none  to  re- 
main"—  down  to  the  last  continental  war,  which 
ravajied  Europe.  I  shall  content  myself  with  a 
brief  reference  to  some  of  them. 

Louis  the  XIV.  laid  waste  the  Palatinate;  and 
men,  women,  and  children  were  driven  in  a  severe 
season  out  of  their  habitations,  to  wander  about  the 
fields  and  to  perish  of  hunger  and  cold,  while  they 
beheld  their  houses  reduced  to  ashes,  their  goods 
seized,  and  their  possessions  pillaged  by  the  rapa- 
cious soldiery. 

At  the  siege  of  Prague,  by  the  philosophic 
Frederick,  twelve  thousand  famished,  houseless 
wretches  were  driven  out  by  the  Austrians,  but 
were  compelled  by  the  Prussians  to  return,  in  order 
tliat  an  increasing  famine  might  force  their  enem'ies 
to  a  more  speedy  surrender.  More  than  one  hun- 
dred thousand  bombs  and  red-hot  shot  were  thrown 
into  the  city,  and  upwards  of  nine  hundred  houses 
reduced  to  ashes. 

In  the  invasion  of  Prussia  by  the  Russians,  in 
17G5,  they  hung  innocent  inhabitants  from  the 
trees,  tore  out  tlieir  hearts  and  their  intestines,  rip- 
ped open  their  bodies,  cut  off  their  noses  and  ears, 
broke  their  legs,  fired  villages  and  hamlets,  formed 
a  circle  around  the  burning  houses,  tind  drove  back 
their  fleeing  inmates  into  the  flames. 

An  oflicer  serving  in  the  French  army,  in  1757, 
says,  "  the  country  is  plundered  and  laid  waste  for 
thirty  leagues  around  us,  as  if  fire  from  heaven  had 
fallen  upon  it.  Our  soldiers  plundered,  murdered, 
and  committed  all  sorts  of  abominations." 

The  history  of  the  English  sieges  in  Spain  and 
Portugal,  contain  terrible  narratives  of  human  suf- 
fering. I  will  merely  quote  the  remarks  of  Colonel 
■Napier,  the  historian  of  Wellington's  campaigns, 
upon  the  capture  of  San  Sebastian.  "  This  storm," 
says  ho,  "  seemed  to  be  the  signal  of  hell  for  the 
'  perpetration  of  villany,  which  would  have  shamed 
'  the  most  ferocious  barbarians  of  antic[uity.  At 
'  Ciudad  Rodrigo,  intoxication  and  plunder  had 
'been  the  piincipal  object;  at  Badajos,  lust  and 
'  murder  were  joined  torapineand  drunkenness;  but 
'at  San  Sebastian,  the  direst,  the  most  revolting 
'  ciuelty  was  added  to  the  catalogue  of  crimes. 
'  One  atrocity,  of  which  a  girl  of  seventeen  was  the 
'  victim,  staggers  the  mind  by  its  enormous,  in- 
'  credible,  indescribable  barbarity." 

So  much  for  an  English  siege.  Let  another 
passage  describe  the  progress  of  an  English  army. 
"  On  this  occasion,"  says  Colonel  Napier,  that  is, 
on  the  first  day's  march  of  the  English  army  from 
Madrid,  "there  was  no  want  of  provisions,  no 
'  hardships  to  exasperate  the  men,  and  yet  I,  the 
'  author  of  this  history,  counted  on  the  first  day's 
'  march  from  Madrid  seventeen  bodies  of  murdered 
'  peasants." 

Such  is  war  in  the  Old  World.  God  forbid  that 
horrors  like  these  should  accompany  its  progress 
in  the  New  !  No  man  who  has  the  slightest  knowl- 
edge of  the  American  character  can  believe  that  such 
atrocities  have  ever  been  committed  by  our  troops. 
Where  are  the  burning  cities  behind  us.'  The 
desert  country  before  us,  abandoned  at  our  ap- 
proach ?  The  devastation  and  oppression  around 
us,  marking  at  the  same  time  our  power  and  our 
cruelty.'  We  can  say  it  in  a  spirit  of  truth  and  not 
of  national  vanity,  that  such  scenes  have  no  place 
where  our  armies  march.  Though  my  convictions 
on  this  subject  are  as  strong  as  convictions  can  well 
be,  yet  I  have  not  hesitated  to  fortify  them  with  all 
the  information  I  could  procure  here.  I  have  in- 
quired of  many  gallant  efficers,  who  have  visited 
us  what  has  been  the  conduct  of  our  troops  in 
Mexico,  and  I  have  received  but  one  answer,  and 
that  expressed  in  the  strongest  terms,  that  no  men 
could  have  behaved  better  under  the  circumstances 
in  which  they  were  placed.  Such  is  the  testimony 
of  General  Q,uitman,  of  General  Shields,  of  Gen. 
Pierce,  of  Col.  Harney,  Col.  Garland,  Col.  Mor- 
gan, Col.  Moore,  and  others.  I  name  these  names, 
because  they  are  known  to  the  whole  country,  and 
those, who  bear  them,  have  also  borne  distinguished 
parts  in  our  operations  in  Mexico,  and  have  been 
in  the  best  situation  to  ascertain  the  truth.  They 
have  authorized  me  thus  publicly  to  appeal  to  their 
testimony,  and  I  believe  1  understood  from  all  of 
them,  that  they  were  not  aware  of  an  instance  of 
private  ass.TSsi nation  by  an  American  soldier  in 
Mexico.  Ofiences  against  persons  are  almost  un- 
known, and  the  Mexicans  themselves  find  and 
acknowledge  this  foreign  armed  government  bet- 


ter and  more  equal  than  their  own,  which  it  has 
replaced.  General  Pierce  informed  me  he  did  not 
believe,  that  in  the  march  fromVera  Cruz  to  Puebla, 
damages  to  the  amount  of  five  dollars  were  com- 
mitted and  left  unpaid  by  his  column  of  twenty- 
five  hundred  men.  General  Q,uitrnan  was  tiie 
military  governor  of  Mexico,  and  well  acquainted, 
therefore,  with  itsanteriial  police,  and  he  says  our 
soldiery  is  as  regular  there  as  in  one  of  our  own 
cities.  General  Shields,  in  a  note  to  me  on  this 
subject,  says: 

"  fn  reply  to  your  inquiries,  touching  tlie  general  conduct 
of  our  troiip-i  in  Mexico,  I  can  hrii  fly  sNxte,  lliat  in  my  opin- 
ion, our  army  has  been  more  disiiniruishcd  lor  magnaiiiinity 
and  hummiity,  tlinn  even  for  l)ravery.  In  Mexico  this  lias 
been  freely  acknowledged  on  all  occasions,  both  by  foreign 
residents  and  natives.  No  oilier  army,  it  is  iidmitted,  ever 
behaved  so  well  under  similar  circumstances." 

Colonel  Garland  says: 

"  It  is  scarcely  possible  that  the  army  which  marched  from 
Vera  Cruz  and  enti^red  the  city  of  Mexico  in  triumph  conid 
have  l)t  en  guilty  of  any  outrage  upon  unoffending  people, 
without  its  coming  to  my  knowledge.  Everything  taken  on 
the  march  and  in  the  various  towns  orcupieil  l)y  our  troops, 
was  uniformly  paid  for  by  order.  Many  of  the  most  respect- 
able inhabitants  liave  remarked  to  me,  that  they  felt  greater 
security,  both  for  their  persons  and  property;,  whilst  their 
towns  were  occupied  by  American  troops,  than  they  liad 
formerly  enjoyed  tor  a  quarter  of  a  century." 

Colonel  Morgan  in  a  note  also  says: 

"The  conduct  of  our  troops  in  the  (ield  having  become  a 
subject  of  misrepresentation,  t  respectfully  place  at  your  dis- 
posal a  few  faets,  which  fuily  refute  the  charges  of  the  ene- 
mies of  our  country,  whether  made  at  home  or  abroad : 

"  Our  pe.iple  have  greater  cause  to  be  proud  of  the  mag- 
nanimity of  the  American  commanders  and  their  troops 
after  victory,  than  of  their  valor  during  the  battle,  ft  is  an 
every  d.iy  scene  in  the  field  to  see  an  American  soldier,  in 
the  hfat  of  battle,  kneel  down  beside  his  wounded  enemy 
and  give  him  vi'ater  from  his  canteen,  and  share  the  last 
morsel  of  his  bi>cuit  witli  his  prostrate  foe. 

"  In  European  warfare  the  history  of  thestoj^mingof  a  city 
is  at  the  same  time  a  history  of  its  pillase.  What  are  the 
facts  in  regard  to  the  storming  of  Mexico.''  Although  the 
enemy  had  jufamou-ly  violated  the  armi  ticeof  Churuhusco; 
and  afterwards,  on  tiie  bloody  field  of  Molino,  they  mangled 
and  murdered  our  wounded  officers  and  soldiers  when  too 
feeble  to  defend  themselves;  notwithstanding  all  this,  our 
sohiiery  resented  the  barbarity  of  tlieir  enemy  by  protecting 
their  property  from  the  pillage  of  their  own  leperos. 

"  Innumerable  instances  iniglit  be  given  of  the  forbearance 
of  our  troops,  but  I  will  give  but  one  or  two. 

"A  companyofthe  6lh  infantry, in  cutting  its  way  through 
a  house,  entered  a  room  containing  an  open  box  of  gold 
coin.  The  American  soldiers  occupied  tlie  room,  passed 
through  it,  and  not  a  dollar  was  touched.  On  the  same 
night  a  party  of  our  troops  discovered  a  box  of  gold  address- 
ed to  a  Mexican  :  they  immediately  reported  the  fact  to  their 
otljcer,  and  he  placed  the  box  in  charge  of  a  foreign  minister 
to  be  delivered  to  the  owner.  This  conduct  excited  the  as- 
toni--hment  of  the  Mexican,  and  in  a  public  card  he  express- 
ed his  admiration  of  the  forbearance  of  the  Ajjieriean  troops. 

"  Our  army  has  ever  esteemed  generosity  as  a  nobler  virtue 
than  courage;  and  if  it  boasts  at  all,  it  is  of  its  humanity,  not 
its  prowess." 

These  are  bright  testimonials.  Honors  thus 
won  and  worn  by  our  gallant  citizens  are  dearer 
to  their  countrymen,' than  the  glorious  exertions  of 
the  battle-field,  or  the  victories  that  have  crowned 
them. 

Incidents,  like  these  described  by  Colonel  Mor- 
gan, have  been  related  to  me  by  other  officers,  and 
they  better  illustrate  the  present  topic,  than  any 
panegyric,  Jiowever  warm,  or  any  description, 
however  graphic.  A  Mexican  horseman  rides 
over  the  battle-field,  thrusting  his  lance  through  the 
helpless  wounded,  gleaning,  with  savage  ferocity, 
in  the  harvest,  where  the  Great  Reaper  himself  had 
passed  and  spared;  while  the  American  soldier,  in 
the  same  scene  of  carnage,  stoops  down,  and  raising 
his  prostrate  foe,  pours  the  contents  of  his  canteen 
into  hisparchetl  lips,  and  recalls  his  fainting  spirit 
to  bless  the  generous  enemy.  This  picture  is  at 
the  same  time  a  bright  and  a  dark  one,  but  it 
marks,  both  now  and  forever,  the  characteristics 
of  the  two  armies,  and  I  commend  it  to  all  who 
doubt  the  humanity  of  the  American  soldier,  or 
the  cruelly  of  the  Mexican. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  I  entertain  no  intention  to 
discuss  the  general  topics  introduced  in  the  speech 
of  file  honorable  gentleman.  On  one  point  only  I 
wish  to  say  a  few  words,  and  that  is  with  regard 
to  the  remarks  which  he  made  upon  the  speecli  of 
the  honorable  member  from  South  Carolina,  and 
some  observ"ati(!na  of  my  own,  upon  this  assumed 
authority  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States 
to  levy  and  collect  taxes  in  Mexico.  Now,  sir, 
when  gentlemen  of  experience  and  character  debate 
these  grave  questions,  the  first  thing  is  to  ascertain 
what  these  questions  are,  and  to  present  them 
truly,  according  to  their  character,  for  discussion. 
The  honorable  member  from  Michigan  supposes 
that  this  levying  of  ttixes  and  imposts  in  the  ter- 


ritories of  Mexico,  by  the  authority  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  is  an  act  of  war.  it  ia 
no  such  thing. 

Mr.  CASS,  (in  his  .seat.)     It  i.<!  a  right  of  war. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  It  is  no  such  thing.  It  is 
neither  an  act  nor  a  right  of  war,  according  to  the 
law  of  nations.  He  calls  it  a  contribution.  ItiS 
no  contribution.  It  is  a  legislative  act;  and  when 
the  honorable  member  quoted  those  portions  of  the 
United  States  Constitution  which  he  thought  ap- 
plicable to  the  case,  he  might  without  impropriety 
have  quoted  another  passage,  which  says  that  all 
lesjislati  ve  power  is  vested  in  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives. 

Now,  it  exactly  comes  to  this:  is  the  establish- 
ment of  a  code  of  customs  in  Mexico  an  act  of  war, 
or  derived  from  war,  or  an  act  of  legislation?  Why, 
clearly,  it  is  the  latter.  I  want  to  know  how  the 
President  of  the  United  States  can  overturn  the 
revenue  law  of  Mexico,  and  establish  a  new  one 
in  its  stead,  any  more  than  he  can  overturn  the 
law  of  the  descent  of  property,  the  law  of  inherit- 
ance, the  criminal  code,  or  any  other  portion  of 
Mexican  law.'  A  contribution  levied  upon  Mex- 
ico! It  is  no  such  thing.  What  is  it.'  It  is  a  code 
of  customary  duties,  framed  here  in  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  sent  to  Mexico,  to  be  exercised 
upon  whom  and  upon  whose  property?  Upon  the 
Mexicans?  Why,  no,  sir.  Very  little  of  it.  upon 
Mexicans,  because  it  is  a  law  of  imposts.  It  is  a 
law  upon  those  who  import  goods  and  merchand- 
ise into  Mexico — upon  all  the  neutrals  of  the 
world — upon  all  non-combatants;  and  not  only 
that,  but  it  is  a  law  levying  a  duty  of  imposts  upon 
goods  and  merchandise  carried  thither  by  citizens 
of  the  United  States;  and  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman calls  a  "contribution.'' 

Mr.  CASS.     I  do. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  Well,  then,  I  think  he  calls 
things  by  names  which  have  no  more  relation  to 
them  than  black  has  to  white.  It  is  not  a  contri- 
bution at  all. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  would  ask  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman whether  he  conceives  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  protect  the 
revenue  officers  of  Mexico  in  the  collection  of  du- 
ties ;  or  should  tlieir  proceedings  have  been  super- 
seded by  proceedings  of  a  similar  kind  on  the  part 
of  the  United  Stales?  What  would  he  have  done 
in  the  case? 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  Just  "exactly  what  Congress, 
in  its  discretion,  should  think  fit  to  do.  What  I 
say  is,  that  it  is  an  exercise  of  legislative  power, 
and  no  exercise  of  military  power.  If  there  is  any 
analogy  between  that  and  the  case  mentioned  by 
the  honorable  gentleman,  of  the  marshals  of  the 
French  army  levying  contributions  as  they  march- 
ed from  city  to  c'ny ,  flagrante  hello,  at  the  head  of 
their  forces,  I  do  not  understand  the  logic — I  do 
not  understand  that  train  of  legal  mind  which  can 
perceive  analogies  in  cases  which,  as  it  appears 
to  me,  are  entirely  dissimilar.  When  an  army 
marches  through  an  enemy's  country,  it  is  sup- 
posed to  have  the  right  of  supporting  itself  by  the 
strong  hand;  it  has  the  absolute  right  of  war, 
whether  it  choose  to  exercise  itornot,  to  make  pil- 
lage— to  seize  private  property.  And  what  is  con- 
tribution ?  Why,  it  is  a  substitute  for  the  law  of 
pillage,  the  practice  of  plunder.  When  an  army 
approaches  a  city,  the  commander  of  that  army 
asks  so  much  support — so  many  thousand  crowns 
— such  and  such  provisions;  he  says  he  will  take 
them  by  the  strong  hand,  unless  the  authorities 
compound  by  giving  so  much  money,  in  consider- 
ation of  which  he  will  forbear  the  exercise  of  that 
military  right. 

Let  me  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  another 
question.  A  part  of  this  system,  sanctioned  by 
the  President,  was,  that  the  moneys  collected  by 
these  levies,  should  be  paid  over  to  the  military 
and  naval  officers.  Could  they  not  just  as  well 
have  been  ordered  to  be  brought  here  and  put  into 
our  treasury  ?  Does  it  make  a  particle  of  dili'er- 
ence,  and  is  it  not  a  system  of  revenue  esiablislicd 
under  Executive  authority  in  Mexico;  and  will 
any  man  call  that  military  contribution?  Let  it  be 
shown  by  any  authentic  work  on  national  law — 
by  any  decided  case — by  any  courseof  reasoning  or 
argument,  that  the  levying  of  a  perniantnt  system 
of  revenue,  in  a  conquered  teriiuiry.js  exactly  the 
same  thing  as  a  temporary  or  occasunial  military 
contribution  of  a  marching  army;  and  then  the 
charge  brought  against  the  Adinuustratioa  cannot 
be  maintained. 
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Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  rise  to  make  a  very  few 
remarks.  When  I  addre.^sed  the  Senate  yester- 
day, in  reply  to  the  question,  What  shall  we  do  if 
the  treaty  is  not  ratified,  I  answered — take  posses- 
sion of  the  country  which  ia  ceded  to  us  by  that 
instrument,  occupy  it,  and  defend  it.  The  worthy 
Senator  from  Michigan  says,  he  is  at  a  loss  to  un- 
derstand what  I  mean  by  that.  Well,  there  is  not 
much  difference  between  us.  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
understand  why  he  cannot  understand  it.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  one  of  tlie  plainest  propositions 
in  the  world.  He  has  hunted  up  a  thousand  ima- 
ginary difficulties  that  never  ditl  exi.st,  and  never 
can  exist,  in  order  to  make  good  his  case.  Does 
he  wish  to  know  how  my  plan  can  be  carried  out.' 
I  point  to  the  case  of  Texas.  Tiie  whole  of  the 
eastern  frontier,  according  to  the  line  ceded  to  us 
by  the  treaty,  was  the  boundary  which  Texas 
claimed  as  against  Mexico.  Now,  does  not  every 
man  know,  that  for  seven  long  years  Texas  held 
possession  of  that  frontier  to  the  Nueces,  without 
a  single  invasion  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  and  that, 
at  a  time  when  Texas  had  not  more  than  three  or 
four  companies  of  regulars  altogether.'  Now,  sir, 
if  Texas  could  hold  that  line  then,  is  there  any 
difficulty  with  Te.xas  in  doing  it  now  as  far  as  the 
Rio  Grande,  when  she  has  doubled  her  population, 
and  is  backed  by  the  whole  of  the  United  Slates.' 
And  yet  the  worthy  Senator  from  Michigan  cannot 
understand  it!  It  is  impossible  that  he  can  under- 
stand it!  Again,  as  to  California,  Jie  is,  if  possible, 
more  at  a  loss  with  regard  to  that.  His  first  great 
difficulty  is  as  to  our  occupying  the  Gulf  of  Califor- 
nia. If  the  Senator  will  remember,  the  line  that  I 
proposed  passed  through  the  whole  extent  of  the 
Gulf  of  California,  and  if  he  will  look  at  the  map 
he  will  find  it  is  a  very  broad  expanse  of  water. 
He  will  find  that  it  covers  a  very  large  portion  of, 
California — all  the  settled  and  inhabited  portion  of 
California.  If  he  will  look  at  the  statistics  of  Mex- 
ico, he  will  find  that  she  has  not  a  single  armed  ves- 
sel. Now,  what  I  asserted  was,  that  a  few  armed 
vessels — one  or  two  steamers  among  them — occu- 
pying that  expanse  of  water  would  be  sufficient  to 
secure  us  against  all  attacks  of  Mexico  on  that 
portion  of  tlie  line;  and  yet  the  Senator  could 
not  understand  it!  It  is,  as  I  understand,  with 
him,  a  sort  of  metaphysical  idea !  Now,  as  to  the 
residue  of  that  line.  The  whole  length  of  it  is 
about  four  or  five  hundred  miles  from  the  head  of 
the  Gulf  to  the  Paso  del  Norte.  That  is  all  that 
remains  to  be  defended.  Well,  the  whole  of  the 
country  covered  by  that  line  is  inhabited  by  Indian 
tribes,  so  powerful  that  there  is  no  fear  of  Mexico 
invadingit.  They  invade  Mexico  !  They  are  too 
powerful  for  her;  and  it  will  not  require  a  single 
soldier  to  be  stationed  on  its  whole  extent  to  protect 
us  against  Mexico.  There  may  be  sonrie  protection 
necessary  again.st  the  Indians.  Indeed  California 
is  so  remote  from  Mexico,  and  the  difficulty  of  ap- 
proadi  so  great,  that  the  mere  handful  of  people  in 
California  have  been  enabled  in  fact  to  have  almost 
un  independent  government  there.  I  venture  to  say 
that  not  a  single  regiment  will  be  needed  there — tliat 
the  Americans  now  there,  together  with  the  natives 
who  are  well  aflected  towards  us  and  desirous  of 
.seeing  our  authority  established,  will  be  quite  ade- 
quate to  defend  it  against  Mexico  forever,  with  the 
aid  of  a  few  vessels  in  the  Gulf  of  California. 

Now,  I  venture  to  present,  what  no  doubt  will 
apjiear  to  the  Senator  a  very  bold  propcjsition:  the 
cost  would  be  vastly  les.s  to  fall  back  and  occupy 
the  country  without  the  treaty,  than  to  occupy  it 
under  the  treaty.  I  beg  the  especial  attention  of 
the  Senator.  Under  the  treaty — I  may  speak  of 
what  every  one  knows  perfectly  well — a  large  mass 
of  lndian.s  is  thrown  on  our  side  of  the  line,  and. 
from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  we  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  defend  Mexico  against  these  Indians;  or, 
if  we  should  not,  and  Mexico  should  have  force 
enough,  she  will  have  the  right  to  pass  over  and 
attack  these  Indians  within  our  line,  to  which  we 
could  not  submit.  For  that  jiurpose,  then,  we  will 
be  obliged  to  establish  a  line  of  military  posts  along 
the  whole  Jengtti  of  the  Gila,  from  the  Paso  del 
Norte  to  the  lu^'id  of  the  Gulf  of  California.  But 
it  would  require  a  larger  and  more  expcn.Nive  force 
to  occu[)y  this  Iriiig  line  of  posts,  so  as  to  defend 
Mexico  against  the  Indians,  than  would  be  neces- 
sary to  occupy  and  defend  the  country  again.st  the 
Mexicans  themselves.  The  reason  is  obvious. 
The  Gulf  of  California,  as  1  have  stated,  will  cover, 
with  a  few  vcssel.s,  the  whole  of  the  settled  part  of 
Californio;  and  the  intervening  Indian  Iribeu  be- 


tween the  head  of  the  Gulf  of  California  and  the 
Paso  del  Norte  would  effectually  cover  us  from 
the  possibility  of  an  attack  on  that  part  of  the 
line  from  the  Mexicans.  Nor  would  it  be  neces- 
sary to  have  any  considerable  force  to  protect  us 
against  the  Indians,  as  their  hostility  to  Mexico, 
and  their  love  of  plunder,  would  direct  their  war- 
fare exclusively  against  Mexico.  Thus  the  long 
line,  of  which  the  Senator  spoke,  of  fifteen  hundred 
miles,  could,  to  its  whole  extent,  from  the  Pacific 
Ocean  to  the  Paso  del  Norte,  be  defended  by  a 
small  force,  and  at  an  inconsiderable  expenditure, 
if  held  without  the  treaty.  The  only  remaining 
part  is  that  from  the  Paso  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
along  the  Rio  del  Norte;  and  we  know  from  the 
exjierienceof  Texas  how  little  that  will  probably 
cost.  Now,  if  we  add  to  this  difference,  in  the 
cost  of  defending  the  country  without  the  treaty, 
and  of  defending  under  the  treaty,  the  large  surn 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  which  will 
be  saved  if  Mexico  refuses  to  ratify  the  treaty,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  but  we  will  be  great  gainers,  in  a 
pecuniary  point  of  view,  if  she  should  refuse  to 
ratify. 

But  I  understand  the  drift  of  the  Senator's  re- 
marks in  this  particular.  He  and  I  entertained  di- 
rectlj'  opposite  opinions  as  to  what  should  be  done, 
in  case  the  treaty  should  not  be  ratified.  He  is,  in 
that  event,  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war, 
and  hence  his  vigorous  attack  upon  the  policy  of 
which,  in  that  case,  I  am  in  favor,  and  exaggerated 
statement  of  the  expense  and  difficulty  of  main- 
taining it.  Indeed,  there  has  been  a  standing  con- 
flict between  the  two  lines  of  policy,  almost  from 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  hence  the  re- 
peated assaults  of  a  similar,character,  which  have 
been  repeatedly  made  on  that  which  I  have  main- 
tained, and  with  the  same  view,  by  those  who  sup- 
port the  policy  maintained  by  the  Senator.  But  I 
have  no  fear — none  in  the  world — that  we  shall 
ever  return  to  a  "  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war." 
That  day  is  gone.  You  cannot  vitalize  the  policy. 
It  is  buried.  The  country  would  consider  it  the 
greatest  misfortune  that  could  befall  us,  if  we  were 
to  reopen  and  renew  the  Mexican  war.  The  tide 
of  public  opinion  is  running  with  irresistible  force 
against  it.  I  have  no  apprehension  of  it.  But  I 
•do  desire  that  in  the  mean  time  the  public  mind 
shall  not  be  occupied  with  an  idea  which  will  pre- 
vent it  from  falling  readily  into  its  natural  posi- 
tion, if  this  treaty  should  be  ratified.  If  the  treaty 
should  not  be  ratified,  it  is  ])lain  that  we  must  keep 
possession  of  the  country,  and  defend  it. 

Every  Senator  can  speak  of  his  course  and  his 
votes  in  the  secret  session.  I  voted  for  the  treaty, 
and  I  supported  it.  But  did  I  do  that  because  I 
regarded  it  as  preferable  to  the  course  which  I  in- 
dicated at  the  commenceiTient  of  this  and  last  ses- 
sion .'  No,  sir,  not  at  all.  I  did  it  for  two  reasons: 
In  the  first  )ilace,  I  was  anxious  to  terminate  this 
war  on  any  reasonableground,  and  was  determined 
to  avail  myself  of  the  earliest'opportunity  of  ter- 
minating it;  for  I  hold  it  to  be  pregnant  of  evil  of 
the  most  dangerous  character,  if  it  continues.  In 
the  next  place,  it  is  the  natural  way  of  terminating 
hostilities  between  nations;  and  many  of  my  friends 
whom  I  see  around  me  will  testify  that  I  have  de- 
clared, for  the  last  three  or  four  weeks,  that  I  was 
in  favor  of  allowing  the  Administration  reasonable 
lime  to  make  a  treaty.  But  at  the  same  time  I  was 
not  ignorant  of  the  many  advantages  of  a  defensive 
line.  And  again,  I  take  this  opportunity  to  say, 
that,  so  far  as  my  voice  is  concerned,  I  wish  it  now 
to  be  established,  as  I  hope  it  will  be,  by  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty.  I  hope  we  never  shall  take  by 
an  aggressive  war  one  foot  of  territory  by  conquest. 
We  pay  by  the  treaty  the  full  value — more  than 
the  full  value — a  hundred  times  more  than  the  full 
value,  as  far  as  Mexico  is  concerned;  for  it  is 
worse  than  useless  to  her,  and  the  full  value  as  far 
as  we  are  concerned,  and  I  rejoice  it  is  so.  I  wish 
to  square  accounts  liberally  and  justly  with  Mex- 
ico, and  we  have  done  so,  and  hence  my  desire  that 
Mexico  shall  ratify  this  treaty,  and  receive  this 
money. 

These  are  my  views.  As  to  the  other  remarks 
which  the  Senator  was  pleased  to  make,  with  re- 
gard to  my  s[)eech  of  yesterday,  I  pass  them  by 
without  a  comment,  except  as  they  relate  to  the 
right  of  the  President  to  establish  a  system  of  taxes 
in  Mexico.  I  listened  to  the  Senator,  as  I  always 
do,  with  attention,  and  1  must  say,  if  I  could  have 
entertained  a  doubt  as  to  the  truth  of  the  [)osition 
whicli  I  aiiaumcd  yesterday,  all  doubt  would  be 


dispelled.  We  know  that  the  gentleman  is  deeply 
versed  in  the  principles  of  law,  of  great  intelligence, 
capable  of  investigating  questions  of  this  character. 
I  expected  when  he  rose,  that  he  would  meet  the 
points  which  were  presented;  that  he  would  attempt 
to  show  their  fallacy,  and  exhibit  the  true  principles 
which  ought  to  govern  us  in  this  case,  if  mine  were 
false.  I  was  disappointed.  As  far  as  I  understood 
the  Senator— and  if  I  be  in  error,  I  hope  he  will 
correct  me — he  assumes  one  broad  position,  which, 
in  my  judgment — I  say  it  with  great  deference — ia 
withoutaparticleof  truth  to  sustain  it.  HeassMmea 
that  the  President,  in  consequence  of  the  declara- 
tion of  war,  has  an  unlimited  power  in  Mexico. 
Am  I  right.' 

Mr.  CASS.  Unlimited,  exceptby  the  restrictions 
imposed  by  the  law  of  nations. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  Well,  then,  the  law  of  na- 
tions does  not  prohibit  an  order  of  nobility.  Can 
he  create  nobles  in  Mexico .'  Give  me  the  answer. 

Mr.  CASS.  Is  that  one  of  the  incidents  of  the 
war-making  power.' 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  repeat  it.  Can  he  establish 
an  order  of  nobility.' 

Mr.  CASS.  I  would  not  give  much  for  the  pat- 
ents of  nobility. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  Can  he  establish  an  order  of 
nobles.' 

Mr.  CASS,  Without  going  into  any  detail,  I 
may  stale,  that  the  commander-in-chief  and  his 
generals  niay  do  any  act,  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  in  Mexico,  which  is  not  prohibited  by  the  law 
of  nations.  All  I  can  do  is  to  lay  down  general 
principles.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  I  should  go 
into  details  of  all  that  may  or  may  not  be  done. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  did  not  intend  this  as  an 
irrelevant  or  impertinent  question,  and  I  must  re- 
gard the  Senator's  refusal  to  deny,asan  admission, 
on  his  part,  that  the  President  has  the  power. 
Indeed  it  followed  necessarily  from  the  principle 
laid  down  by  him.  It  would  indeed  be  an  import- 
ant power  in  the  hands  of  the  Pre.sident  to  bring, 
and  subject,  a  conquered  country  under  his  arbi- 
trary rule.  The  Senator  acknowledges  that  the 
power  is  a  very  dangerous  one.  It  is  indeed  a 
dangerous  power,  if  it  be  as  unlimited  as  he  con- 
tends for.  Can  he  create  a  field-mar.shal  in  Mexico  ? 
The  Senator  will  not  doubt  that  if  the  President 
could  raise  an  army  there,  he  can  create  a  field- 
marshal.  I  hold  it  to  be  the  most  monstrous 
proposition  ever  uttered  within  the  Senate,  that 
conquering  a  country  like  Mexico,  the  President 
can  constitute  himself  a  despotic  ruler,  without  the 
slightest  limitation  on  his  power.  If  all  this  be 
true,  war  is  indeed  dangerous  !  If  that  be  the  fact, 
we  ought  never  to  engage  in  a  war  of  conquest. 
If  that  be  the  fact,  there  are  double  reasons  for  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  fleeing  the  country. 

There  is  a  tendency  in  all  parties,  when  they 
have  been  for  a  long  time  in  possession  of  power, 
to  augment  it.  It  has  been  the  fortune  of  the 
popular  party  in  this  country  to  hold  possession 
of  the  Government  for  a  great  length  of  time,  and 
it  is  no  more  than  human  nature  that  the  effect 
of  that  long-continued  tenure  should  be  the  crea- 
tion of  the  fondness  of  power,  that  necessarily  di- 
minishing the  love  of  liberty.  This  love  of  power 
leads  men  to  strike  at  those  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  restrict  power.  I  believe  that  the 
popular  party  in  this  country  have  resisted  thi.s 
tendency  for  a  great  length  of  time  to  a  considera- 
ble extent;  but  it  is  impossible  for  any  man  who 
reads  the  early  history  of  that  party  not  to  be  im- 
pressed with  the  conviction  that  it  has  departed 
from  the  principles  which  then  characterized  it. 
The  declaration  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  this  evening,  proves  a  great  de- 
parture beyond  all  controversy.  I  did  not  believe 
that  there  was  a  man  in  this  country — certainly 
not  that  there  was  one  in  the  Senate — who  would 
declare  that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  as 
commander-in-chief  of  the  army  in  Mexico,  has 
no  restrictions  on  his  power  but  those  imposed  by 
the  law  of  nations. 

Mr.  CASS.  After  the  Senator  has  concluded  I 
may  say  what  I  did  declare. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  will  gladly  hear  the  Sen- 
ator now. 

Mr.  CASS.  When  the  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  has  finished 

Mr.  CALHOUN.     Then  I  shall  finish  now. 

Mr.  CASS.  What  1  maintain  is,  that  the  com- 
mander-in-chief and  the  generals  under  him  have  a 
rijht  to  do  any  act  of  war  justified  by  the  law  of 
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nation.s,  and  it  belongs  to  every  officer  of  the  army, 
from  a  general  clown  fo  a  corporal.  I  went  at 
large  into  the  question,  in  the  remarks  which  1  had 
.  the  honor  to  make  to-day.  The  course  taken  in 
Mexico  has  been  fully  justified  by  the  practice  of 
war  in  all  ages.  Whether  the  contribution  be  in 
cash  or  in  kind,  the  principle  is  the  same.  One 
word  as  to  the  line  which  the  honorable  Senator 
has  laid  down.  I  have  presented  the  objections  to 
it  which,  to  my  judgment,  are  decisive,  and  I  need 
not  repeat  them.  No  public  opinion  in  the  World 
could  permit  such  a  thing  as  the  establishment  of 
a  line  behind  which  an  operating  army  must  retire. 
If  you  are  at  war  with  an  enemy,  you  cannot  stop 
upon  a  given  line.  But  Texas  pursued  the  enemy; 
and  whenever  you  follow  the  enemy  beyond  the 
line,  the  project  is  abandoned. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  But  the  Senator  puts  the 
(]uestion,  How  can  I  justify  the  army  in  perform- 
ing any  act  not  authorized  expressly  bylaw?  I  take 
the  ground,  that  tlie  army  may  do  under  the  Presi- 
dent, as  commander-in-chief,  anything  that  prop- 
erly belongs  to  him  in  that  character.  Now,  the 
extent  is  not  defined;  it  is  governed  by  the  exigen- 
ciesof  war.  I  believe  I  use  thevery  terms  employed 
in  the  elementary  works  upon  this  subject.  But 
these  acts  must  relate  to  war,  and  not  to  legislate 
for  a  conquered  country.  Now,  if  you  mean  that 
an  armj^  in  operation  can  seize  provisions  of  every 
description,  means  of  transportation,  and  so  on,  I 
never  denied  it;  but  if  you  mean  to  say,  that  after 
the  country  is  conquered,  the  commander-in-chief 
may  levy  either  taxes  or  contributions,  I  deny  the 
doctrine  altogether. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi.  The  Senator  from 
Louisiana  [Mr.  Johnson]  has  expressed  his  con- 
viction of  the  certainty  of  an  immediate  peace,  and 
on  that  he  based  his  argument  in  presenting  his 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instructions. 
1  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Mexico,  which 
certainly  does  not  encourage  me  in  the  prospect  of 
peace.  This  letter  states  that  the  road  from  Vera 
Cruz  to  Mexico  is  infested  by  guerilleros,  and  that 
a  party  for  Orizaba  had  been  attacked  by  them,  and 
been  compelled  to  return  to  Vera  Cruz.  Though 
reported  that  the  Mexicans  had  been  dispersed,  yet 
the  American  party  left  their  dead  on  the  field,  and 
all  their  property  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  gueril- 
leros. Those  reports  which  we  have  had  of  Santa 
Anna  asking  his  passports,  and  leaving  the  coun- 
try, are  all  pretext.  Instead  of  leaving  the  country, 
it  is  said  that  he  is  now  recruiting  his  forces,  and 
looks  to  future  operations.  Perhaps  he  is  raising 
nothing  more  than  an  escort — b"ut  peace  is  not  his 
oliject.  I  beg  to  say  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  that  that  party  in  Mexico  to  which 
he  alludes,  as  being  neither  unfriendly  nor  inimical 
to  us,  is  the  party  on  which  Santa  Anna  is  falling 
back  for  support  in  his  hostile  movements — the 
party  of  Puros,  which  invited  him  to  return  to 
Mexico,  as  the  enemy  of  monarchical  government, 
in  order  to  overthrow  Paredes. 

I  cannot,  for  myself,  approve  of  any  such  policy 
as  that  spoken  of  by  the  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina, nor  can  I  at  ail  conceive  why  he  should  re- 
gard the  raising  this  additional  force  in  the  light  of 
mere  braggadocio.  We  propose  to  raise  it  for  the 
moral  eflTfect  which  it  may  produce  on  Mexico.  We 
may  with  great  propriety  pass  this  bill  in  order  to 
give  Mexico  to  understand  that  if  she  do  not  give 
us  peace  willingly,  we  will  coerce  a  peace.  But 
that  gallant  army  which  has  performed  so  many 
glorious  deeds  is  rapidly  wasting  away.  The  yel- 
low fever  has  appeared  in  Vera  Cruz,  and  our 
troops  are  dying  in  the  interior  of  other  diseases. 
The  volunteers  are  becoming  daily  more  and  more 
dissati.sfied  with  the  service;  and,  in  my  opinion, 
the  spirit  of  the  contract  under  whic'li  they  entered 
the  service  justifies  their  discharge  as  soon  as  active 
hostilities  cease.  They  entered  for  the  war,  but 
they  believed  that  on  the  cessation  of  active  hostil- 
ities they  would  he  discharged.  Already  the  ques- 
tion is  mooted  whether,  if  there  can  be  war  without 
a  declaration  of  war,  there  may  not  be  peace  with- 
out a  treaty. 

But  the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
not  only  directs  hia  atlentiou  to  the  present  meas- 
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ure,  which  he  reprobates  as  mere  braggadocio, 
but  this  goes  back  to  an  old  subject — the  removal 
of  the  army  to  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande.  He 
says: 

"  The  whole  affair  is  in  our  own  hands.  Whether  the 
treaty  fails:  or  nut,  we  still  havo  the  cnrnplete  rnntrol,  if  wo 
act  witli  wi-^doni  and  firrnner-s,  and  avoid,  vvhnti  detect  above 
all  thinffs,  a  system  of  menace  or  bravado,  in  the  manage- 
ment ol' our  negotiation.  I  had  hoped  tliat  lliat  system  had 
hepii  abandoned  forever.  It  nearly  involved  n^i  in  a  war 
with  Encland  about  Oregon.  It  vi'a=  only  prevented  by  the 
wisdom  and  firmness  of  this  body.  It  was  n'sortcd  loin  our 
ncijotiations  witli  Mexico,  and  the  niandi  of  the  army  luirter 
General  Taylor  to  the  Rio  Grande,  was  but  intended  to  sui- 
tiin  it.  Unforfnnately,  the  cireunistances  prevented  the 
Senate  from  interposins:  as  in  the  case  of  Oreiron,  and  this 
war  was  the  consequence." 

Now  the  President  has  clearly  the  riglit  to  move 
the  army  of  the  United  States  into  any  portion  of 
its  territory. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  (in  his  seat.)  Certainly  not 
into  disputed  territory. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  The  Senator  says  that  the  Presi- 
dent has  not  the  rijrht  to  move  the  army  into  any 
disputed  territory.  When  we  annexed  Texas,  we  left 
this  boundary  question  open  for  negotiation.  The 
Administration  sought  assiduously  to  settle  the 
question  by  negotiation.  What,  then,  is  the  argu- 
ment of  the  Senator?  When  the  opposite  party 
refuse  to  settle  the  q\iestion  by  negotiation,  are  we 
to  be  estopped  ?  Are  we  to  allow  the  enemy  to 
wrest  froin  lis  the  dominion  which  we  claim  as  ours 
of  right?  If  so,  what  is  this  but  abroad  invitation 
to  every  land  to  dispute  the  boundary  with  us  ? 
But  1  would  ask  the  honorable  Senator,  how  comes 
it,  that  even  before  the  annexation  of  Texas,  the 
navy  of  the  United  States  was  ordered  to  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  for  the  protection  of  Texas? 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  The  answer  is  obvious.  The 
Gulf  of  Mexico  is  the  common  property  of  all  na- 
tions. It  is  not  disputed.  But  though  we  had  a 
right  to  lay  off  Vera  Cruz,  we  had  not  the  right  to 
enter  the  harbor  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Was  it  not  the  gentleman's  own 
order  to  make  a  naval 'demonstration  against  Vera 
Cruz. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  such 
an  order.  Will  the  Senator  permit  me  to  notice 
another  point?  Fle  indicated  that  the  President 
had  a  right  to  march  the  army  into  any  disputed 
territory.     Am  I  right? 

Mr.  Davis.  I  do  not  consider  it  disputed  ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  He  says,  he  does  not  con- 
sider disputed  territory,  in  what  he  differs  from 
the  resolutions  annexing  Texas,  for  they  expressly 
admit  the  country  to  the  east  of  the  Del  Norte, 
to  a  certain  extent,  at  least,  to  be  disputed  terri- 
tory, by  providing  that  the  boundary  between 
Texas  and  Mexico,  shall  be  settled  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  Now,  as  Texas  never 
claimed  any  country  i)eyond  the  Del  Norte,  it  re- 
sults necessarily,  that  the  point  to  be  settled  was, 
whether  the  boundary  of  Texas  extended  to  that 
river  or  not,  admitting,  of  course,  that  country 
lying  east  to  some  extent,  was  disputed  territory. 
Now,  I  ask,  how  is  a  question  of  disputed  territory 
to  be  settled  ?  There  can  be  but  two  modes.  By 
negotiation  or  war.  As  far  as  it  i-elates  to  the  former, 
the  President,  with  the  Senate,  represent  exclu- 
sively the  United  States;  but  when  negotiation  fails 
to  settle  adisputed  boundary,  nothing  is  more  clear, 
that  if  it  becomes  necessary  to  resort  to  war  to  es- 
tablish the  boundary,  in  that  case,  the  power  passes 
out  of  the  hands  of  tiie  President  into  that  of  Con- 
gress, which,  under  the  Constitution,  exclusively 
possesses  the  war-making  power,  and  that  it  be- 
longs, in  that  case,  exclusively  to  Congress,  to 
determine  where  the  boundary  is,  and,  if  it  thinks 
proper,  to  authorize  the  President  to  establish  it  by 
force.  The  great  mistake  of  the  Senator,  and  those 
who  think  with  him,  is  to  look  exclusively  to  the 
question  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States, 
and  to  overlook  entirely  the  question  between  the 
departments  of  our  own  Government.  As  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Mexico,  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  that  when  negotiation  failed,  the  United 
States  had  the  right  to  establish  by  force  the  bound- 
ary for  themselves.     But  the  question  is,  through 


what  department?  Through  the  President,  or 
through  Congress?  The  very  statement  of  this 
question  is  sufficient  to  decide  it  to  aH  who  have 
the  least  knowledge  of  ourConstitution.  The  error 
of  the  Senator  consists  in  supposing,  that  when  tlie 
President  failed  to  negotiate  with  Mexico  in  refer- 
ence to  the  boundary,  his  failure  gave  him  the  right 
to  determine  on  his  own  authority,  vvitiiout  con- 
suiting  Congress,  which  was  the  boundary,  and 
to  occupy  by  force  the  disputed  territory,  when  in 
fact  the  failure  of  the  negotiation  exhausted  his 
power,  and  left  him  no  means  of  acting  but  by 
submitting  tlie  question  to  Congre.ss  f^r  ils  deci- 
sion. It  is  really  wondeiful  to  those  who  havo 
been  in  this  body  for  any  consideral.de  length  of 
time,  that  there  should  be  any  question  on  these 
points. 

It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  the  power  of  the 
President  and  the  Senate  is  so  rigidly  restricted  to 
negotiatingand  making  treaties,  tliat, although  they 
may  make,  they  have  no  authority  to  set  aside  a 
treaty  when  it  is  violated  by  the  opposite  party. 
That  power  belongs  not  even  to  the  Judiciary,  but 
to  Congress;  of  which  there  is  a  remarkable  in- 
stance in  reference  to  the  treaty  made  between 
France  and  the  United  States,  during  the  war  of 
the  Revolution.  That  treaty  was  so  outrageously 
violated  by  Fi-ance  during  her  revolutionary  strug- 
gle, that  it  became  necessary  on  our  part  to  dis- 
avow any  further  obligation  under  it;  and  that  was 
made  by  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  declaring 
it  to  be  null  and  void.  This  precedent  has  never 
been  questioned.'  It  shows  that  the  po-wer  yjas  re- 
stricted within  the  limits  1  have  assigned. 

Assuming  these  views  to  be  correct,  I  put  the 
question  tothe  Senator,  how  could  the  President, 
on  his  own  authority,  order  General  Taylor  to  oc- 
cupy a  territory  which  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
and  the  act  of  Texas  acceding  to  them  admitted 
to  be  disputed  territory  between  her  and  Mexico, 
and  that,  too,  without  consulting  or  even  advising 
Congress  of  the  order,  although  Congress  was  at 
the  time  in  session?  I  hold  that  the  President 
had  no  more  right  to  order  the  army  to  march 
into  the  disputed  territory  than  he  had  to  order  it 
to  march  into  Mexico.  I  might  appeal  to  the 
whole  history  of  our  country,  in  reference  to  this 
point,  for  the  truth  of  this  position.  There  are 
many  cases  that  bear  upon  it.  Among  otliers,  I 
might  cite  those  which  occurred  under  the  Admin- 
istration of  General  Washington.  It  is  known  to 
all  the  least  conversant  with  our  history,  that 
Great  Britain,  after  the  treaty  of  peace,  held  on  not 
only  to  Detroit,  which  was  near  the  frontier,  and 
then  in  the  woods,  but  to  Fort  Stanwix,^now 
Rome,  in  the  very  heart  of  the  State  of  New  York", 
froni  1783  to  1794,  without  any  attempt  on  the 
part  of  General  Washington  to  disturb  her  pos.-jes- 
sion.  He  never  dreamt  of  attacking  either  with- 
out authority  of  Congress;  and  if  he  had,  there 
was  no  one  at  that  day  that  would  not  have  con- 
sidered it  as  a  flagrant  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. To  this  I  may  add,  we  had  a  question  of 
disputed  boundary  in  Maine,  arising  out  of  the 
same  treaty,  which  remained  open  under  all  Ad- 
ministrations down  to  a  very  late  period,  that  of 
Mr.  Tyler's  Administration;  yet  there  was  not 
any  attempt  whatever  on  the  part  of  the  many 
Presidents,  in  the  long  intervening  period,  to  assert 
by  force  the  right  of^the  United  "States  to  the  dis- 
puted territory.  I  never  heard  the  principle  laid 
down  anterior  to  this  war  Wiih  Mexico,  that  the 
President,  on  his  own  authority,  had  the  right  to 
march  the  army  into  a  disputed  territory. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT.  I  beg  to  remind  the  Sena- 
tor that  Mr.  JcHTerson  and  Mr.  Madison  seized 
upon  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  Oh  !  that  was  a  trilling  case. 
You  could  cover  the  whole  country  with  a  blan- 
ket! 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  repeat,  that  I  cannot  perceive 
on  what  grounds  the  Senator  will  jusufy  the  order 
sending  the  navy  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  whilst  we 
were  negotiating  the  annexation  of  Icxas,  and  yet 
deny  that  after  annexation  was  completed- 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  They  were  issued  when 
Congress  was  in  session.     If  any  attack  hail  been 
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necessary,  npplicafion  would  have  been  made  to 
Con£^resa  for  a\uhority. 

^lr.  DAVIS.  The  whole  case  is  matter  of 
record;  and  we  know  as  well  as  the  actors  in  it, 
that  our  navy  did  stand  off  and  on  the  coast,  look- 
iii''  into  Mexican  harbors,  to  keep  our  Government 
advised  of  any  hostile  movements,  and  be  prepared 
to  act,  if  necessary,  for  the  protection  of  Texas. 
For  the  like  purpose,  a  large  portion  of  our  army 
was  concentrated  upon  the  border,  and  put  in 
coiTcspondence  with  the  President  of  Texas.  The 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  then  Secretary  of 
State,  communicated  to  the  Texan  Government 
this  disposition  of  our  land  and  naval  forces,  and 
announced  it  to  be  the  purpose  of  the  President,  as 
a  duty  under  the  then  existing  circumstances,  to 
use  all  his  constitutional  pov/er  to  protect  Texas 
from  foreign  invasion.  If  tlie  whole  power  to 
grant  the  protection  thus  oflercd,  consisted  in  ask- 
ing for  authority  by  an  act  of  Congress,  it  was  a 
promise  likely  to  be  filled  with  hope  deferred.  In 
view  of  the  delays  which'  would  probably  have 
attended  the  passage  of  such  an  act,  what  justifi- 
cation can  there  be  for  so  early  a  movement  of  the 
army  and  navy  to  the  immediate  proximity  of  an- 
ticipated operations.  Does  the  Senator  deny  the 
power  of  the  President  to  order  the  army  into  any 
part  of  the  United  States.' 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  He  has  no  right  to  order  it 
into  disputed  territory. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  What'!  shall  a  foreign  Power 
dispute  our  territorial  limits — retuse  to  settle  the 
boundary  by  negotiation — seize,  by  force,  territory 
rightfully  ours,  and  our  Executive  stand  powerless 
by  and  see  the  enemy  gain  the  advantage  of  occu- 
pying all  tiie  commanding  positions  of  the  coun- 
try. This  would  be  an  alluring  invitation  to  every 
coterminous  Power  to  select  their  opportunity  and 
dispute  our  boundary.  At  another  time,  during 
the  reo«ss  of  Congress,  according  to  the  Senator's 
general  position,  the  territory  thus  disputed  could 
be  seized  with  entire  safety.  Upon  the  question 
of  the  northeastern  boundary,  to  which  the  Sena- 
tor alluded,  my  recollections  are  diflferent  from  his. 
I  think  by  both  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
and  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  re- 
ports were  made  at  the  time,  recognizing  the  power 
of  the  Executive  to  use  the  military  force  of  the 
country — to  call  out  the  militia — to  protect  the  ter- 
ritory claimed  by  Maine  from  hostile  invasion,  or 
an  attempt  by  military  force  to  exercise  exclusive 
jurisdiction  within  the  disputed  territory.  But  1 
was  about  to  say,  when  I  yielded  to  the  honorable 
Senator,  that  after  Texas  became  a  part  of  the 
American  Union,  and  we  failed  by  negotiation  to 
adjust  the  boundary  with  Mexico,  the  question 
became  closed  against  us,  and  the  United  States 
had  no  other  mode  by  which  to  determine  the  ter- 
ritory of  Texas,  than  by  reference  to  her  limits,  as 
defined  before  annexation  to  the  United  States;  all 
which  having  been  asserted  and  maintained,  we 
were  bound  to  insist  on  and  defend  from  forcible  \ 
seizure.  By  annexation,  Texas  lost  the  power  to  j 
negotiate  or  to  carry  on  the  war;  and  coextensive 
with  this  .surrender  wore  the  obligations  imposed  i 
upon  the  United  States.  The  President  did  what  ' 
every  man  of  patriotic  impulses  will  say  he  should  ' 
havedone — afford  to  Texas  that  protection  which  a 
State  had  the  ris^ht  to  demand;  and  in  ordering  the 
army  to  the  Rio  Grande,  he  did  no  more  than 
might  have  been  done  in  the  case  of  the  northeast- 
ern bmindary,  when  that  was  an  open  question. 
But  the  Senator  lias  laid  down  the  position  that 
this  was  done  to  intimidate  Mexico.  Not  so.  Our 
army  was  encamped  at  Corpus  Chrisii,  wiiich  had 
been  made  a  port  of  entry.  Was  that,  then,  in 
the  disputed  territory?  Where  was  the  disputed' 
territory?  Mexico  claimed  up  to  the  Sabine.  She 
ha.s  continued  to  assert  that  claim;  and  any  inter- 
mediate line  between  the  Sabine  and  the  Rio 
Grande,  is  of  our  suggestion,  and  not  of  xMcxican 
origin.  When,  at  a  recent  period,  Santa  Anna 
returned  to  Mexico,  he  promised  to  restore  the 
severed  territory  of  Texas,  and  to  gather  laurels  on 
the  banks  of  the  Sabine,  and  lay  them  at  the  feet  of 
the  Supreme  Government.  A  right  to  the  whole 
of  Texas,  a  determination  to  restore  it  to  Mexico 
ha.s,  by  her  soldiens  and  her  statesmen,  been  uni- 
formly asserted — adhered  to  with  the  pertinacity 
characteristic  of  the  Spanish  race.  The  whole  of 
Texas,  then,  was  included  in  this  disputed  terri- 
tory, and  if  the  President  had  no  ri^ht  to  march 
the  army  to  the  Rio  Grande,  he  had  no  right  to 
order  it  acro.s.s  the  Sabine.     Mexico  claimed  the 


whole  of  Texas.  In  the  .controversy  on  the  part 
of  Mexico  the  question  was  not  whether  the  Nue- 
ces or  the  Rio  Grande  was  the  boundary,  but 
whether  Texas  was  a  part  of  the  United  States  or 
not.  Upon  the  part  of  the  Unitect  States  tliat  ques- 
tion was  closed,  forever  closed.  Belbre  her  army 
was  ordered  into  the  territory  of  Te.xas,  nothing 
was  open  but  the  adjustment  of  boundary.  This 
was  sought  by  negotiation  with  Mexico,  and  our 
advances  were  insultingly  repelled.  That  the 
boundary  of  revolutionary  Texas  was  the  Rio 
Grande — at  least  the  lower  part  of  that  river — has 
been  too  often  and  too  conclusively  demonstrated 
to  require  more  than  a  passing  notice.  Without 
adverting  to  the  mass  of  evidence  which  has  been 
presented  here  on  other  occasions,  I  will  refer  only 
to  that  on  which  I  mainly  rely.  After  the  battle 
of  San  Jacinto,  and  when  Santa  Anna  was  a  pris- 
oner in  the  hands  of  the  Texans,  General  Filisola, 
commanding  the  Mexican  army,  wrote  to  his  Gov- 
ernment,communicating  the  fact  of  President  Santa 
Anna's  capture,  and  giving  the  saddest  account  of 
the  condition  of  the  troops  under  his  command. 
The  President  ad  inierbn  replied,  and  gave  the 
General  authority  to  do  whatever  should  be  neces- 
sary to  procure  the  release  of  the  captive  President, 
and  to  save  his  troops  and  munitions  of  war. 
These  results  were  obtained  by  treaty.  General 
Filisola  was  one  of  the  parties  to  that  treaty,  and 
the  consideration  given  to  Texas  for  the  vast  ben- 
efits thus  secured  was  the  recognition  of  the  Rio 
Grande  as  a  boundary,  and  the  immediate  with- 
drawal of  all  Mexican  troops  beyond  it.  It  is  true 
this  treaty  was  never  formally  ratified  by  Mexico, 
but  having  obtained  the  full  benefit  of  all  its  stipu- 
lations, I  submit  whether  the  moral  obligation  was 
not  complete  henceforth  and  forever  to  recognize 
the  Rio  Grande  as  the  true  boundary.  That  is  the 
only  argument  on  which  I  have  ever  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  rest  this  point. 

Not  being  a  lawyer,  I  will  not  attempt  to  discuss 
a  legal  question  with  the  eminent  jurist  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Chamber,  [Mr.  Webster,]  but 
cannot  forbear  from  expressing  my  surprise  at  the 
view  which  he,  in  connection  with  tlie  distin- 
guished Senator  on  this  side  of  the  Chamber,  [Mr. 
Calhoon,]  takes  of  the  legitimate  rights  of  our 
army  when  invading  a  foreign  country.  They 
would  restrain  our  army  from  the  moment  it  en- 
ters a  hostile  country,  so  as  to  prevent  it  from 
availing  itself  of  any  of  the  public  funds — they 
would  restrict  it  to  such  contributions  as  they 
might  wring  from  the  citizens.  Now,  one  of  the 
evidences  of  the  advancement  of  civilization  in  the 
conduct  of  war  has  been  seen  in  that  very  pro- 
cedure on  the  part  of  an  army  which  these  distin- 
guished Senators  condemn.  Instead  of  wringing 
from  poverty,  from  the  agricultural  citizen,  the 
means  of  maintenance,  our  army  have  seized  only 
upon  the  public  resources  of  the  country,  and  have 
thus  illustrated  the  intelligence,  the  chivalry,  and 
humanity  of  the  American  people. 

The  Senators  contend  that  legislation  is  neces- 
sary to  appropriate  the  public  revenues  of  Mexico 
to  the  maintenance  of  our  army,  whilst  they  admit 
the  right  to  seize  private  property  for  its  use.  Sir, 
I  had  thought  our  war  was  viaged  against  the  gen- 
eral government  of  Mexico,  and  that  our  policy  was 
as  far  as  possible  to  relieve  the  peaceful  population 
from  the  ordinary  sufferings  of  war.  Sir,  I  am  at 
a  loss  to  conceive  how  we  could  ]iropcrly  legislate 
upon  a  country  which  had  not  been  conquered — 
for  a  people  in  open  war  against  us — or  how  the 
laws,  if  enacted,  could  be  properly  executed  under 
such  circumstances.  The  foreign  government  must 
have  been  disfilaccd  by  our  arms,  before  there  was 
space  for  our  legislative  and  judicial  departments 
to  flow  in;  and  tlie  roar  of  those  arms  must  have 
been  hushed,  before  the  voice  of  the  lawgiver  could 
be  heard.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates 
makes  provision  for  the  organization  and  mainte- 
nance of  our  army  and  navy,  and  for  calling  out 
the  militia  by  le<^islalive  enactments.  It  makes  the 
President  the  commander-in-chief  of  tiie  army  and 
navy,  and  the  militia,  when  called  into  service. 
Congress  declared  that  war  existed.  It  jinssed 
laws  for  raising  men  and  money.  Tlie  President, 
as  commander-in-chief,  assumed  the  command  of 
the  army;  and,  as  has  been  stated  by  the  Senator 
from  Michigan,  from  that  moment  all  the  rights 
which  appertain  to  a  state  of  war,  attached  to  the 
army.  The  exercise  of  legislative  rights  only  fol- 
lows when  Congress  takes  possession  of  a  con- 
quered country.     Up  to  that  point  nothing  but  the 


power  of  the  Executive  department  flows  in.  The 
power  belongs  not  to  the  President  merely,  but  to 
the  Executive  department;  and,  without  orders 
from  the  President,  every  oflicer  in  the  army  could 
exercise  it.  The  right  is  conferred  by  war,  and 
the  only  difference  between  the  action  of  our  army 
and  that  of  any  other,  has  consisted  in  this,  that 
ours  has  demanded  less,  and  taken  nothing  by 
force.  It  has  not  committed  pillage.  The  gov- 
ernment opposed  to  us  has  been  deprived  of  power, 
and  the  resources  by  which  it  was  sustained  natu- 
rally flowed  to  the  army  wliich  took  the  country 
and  people  in  charge.  In  layins^  duties— in  collect- 
ing taxes,  they  have  collected  but  a  portion  of  the 
revenue  which  would  have  flowed  to  the  Mexican 
Government  if  it  had  not  been  displaced  by  our 
arms.  Both  could  not  exist  together.  Such  is  the 
plain,  common  sense  view  of  the  matter.  The 
legal  view  1  must  leave  to  others.  The  honorable 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  fears  that  if  thePresi- 
deiit  exercise  tliis  power,  immense  abuses  may 
follow — that  armies  may  be  raised,  and  treaties 
may  be  made  with  other  countries;  and  that,  he 
says,  would  be  in  violation  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  a  temple,  gradually  extending  itself,  and 
covering  acre  after  acre,  State  after  State,  spanning 
rivers  and  mountains,  but  not  yet  gone  to  foreign 
lands.  It  is  still  limited  to  the  United  States.  It 
cannot  be  violated  in  Mexico.  It  does  not  extend 
to  Mexico,  and  God  forbid  it  ever  should!  It  is 
the  Constitution  of  our  own  Union  and  our  own 
people,  and  none  but  territory  annexed  to  our 
Union  can  claim  to  be  under  that  Constitution.  If 
the  President  has  violated  the  Constitution,  in  the 
progress  of  this  war,  you  must  prove  that  he  has 
failed  to  comply  with  the  law  which  declared  the 
war  and  authorized  him  to  prosecute  it,  giving  him 
men  and  money  for  that  purpose.  Until  that  be 
shown,  the  President  cannot  have  violated  any 
provision  of  the  Constitution  in  Mexico. 

But  the  main  purpose  for  which  I  rose,  sir,  was 
to  speak  of  the  effect  of  the  passage  of  this  bjll  in 
Mexico.  We  had  information  from  a  special  agent 
sent  to  Mexico  in  1844  that  he  had  commenced  pre- 
liminaries, and  had  the  prospect  of  a  settlement  by 
negotiation,  of  all  the  difficulties  then  pending.  On 
the  fourth  day  after  the  negotiation  had  been  open- 
ed, two  celebrated  letters  published  in  that  year 
reached  Mexico.  One  dated  at  Raleigh,  and  the 
other  at  Lindenwold.  On  the  arrival  of  these  let- 
ters, forwarded,  it  is  said  by  the  Mexican  minister 
at  Washington  City,  the  negotiation  was  imme- 
diately suspended.  Again,  Mexico  probably  in- 
tended to  enter  into  a  negotiation  for  the  settlement 
of  the  questions  then  in  dispute,  when  Mr.  Black 
received  intimation,  in  the  terms  so  often  referred 
to  here,  of  a  willingness  on  the  part  of  Mexico  to 
receive  a  commissioner;  though  t  think  that  there 
has  been  altogether  a  misunderstanding  of  the  lan- 
guage in  which  the  note  was  written.  Oommission- 
ttdo  was  the  term  employed,  meaning  one  commis- 
sioned, empowered  to  settle  the  question  in  disj^ute. 
Now,  they  may  have  meant  no  other  questions 
than  those  growingout  of  the  annexation  of  Texas; 
but,  as  the  Senator  from  Michigan  remarked,  they 
sought  refuge  in  the  subterfuge  of  the  distiction 
between  the  terms  "minister"  and  "  commission- 
er,"and  thus  evaded  the  obligation  of  the  contract 
into  which  they  had  voluntarily  entered.  And 
why?  Because,  at  that  time  a  controversy  had 
arisen  with  regard  to  the  boundary  in  Oregon. 
The  Mexicans  then  cherished  the  hope  that  there 
would  be  war  between  this  country  and  England, 
and  that,  with  the  latter  as  an  ally,  they  would  be 
able  to  regain  Texas.  The  old  hope  was  thus  re- 
vived. They  refused  to  enter  into  negotiations. 
And  now,  if  tliey  have  their  hopes  revived  again 
with  the  prospect  of  a  refusal  here  to  supply  men 
and  money  to  prosecute  the  war,  they  will  again 
reject  negotiations  in  the  expectation  that  a  new 
administration  may  come  into  power  in  the  United 
Slates  more  favoiable  to  tliem.  If  we  ciiange  the 
policy  which  wc  have  heretofore  pursued,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  they  will  refuse  to  ratify  the  treaty. 

In  our  intercourse  with  Mexico, if  we  have  erred, 
it  has  been  in  undue  consideration  and  misplaced 
leniency.  For  a  long  term  of  years  we  have  borne 
national  insult,  and  left  unredressed  the  personal 
outrages  and  pecuniary  injuries  done  to  our  citi- 
zens by  Mexico.  We  have  passed  unnoticed  the 
ofl'enccs  repeatedly  offered  in  their  oflicial  corre- 
spondence; it  was  the  strong  rendered  palient,  with 
the  captiousness  of  the  weak,  by  the  consciousness 
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of  his  ability  to  punish.  Thif^course,  so  long  ob- 
served by  our  Government,  has  surely  not  been 
departed  from  by  the  piesent  Administration. 

I  cannot  conceive,  sir,  how  the  President  could 
have  exhibited  greater  forbearance  towards  iMex- 
ico.  He  sent  out  a  minister  to  treat  with  her  on 
the  first  intimation  of  any  desire  on  her  part  to 
enter  into  a  negotiation  for  the  purpose  of  restoring 
amicable  relations.  Acting  in  the  forbearing  and 
friendly  spirit  of  the  power,  who  had  taken  that 
infant  republic  by  the  hand  when  it  first  essayed 
to  walk,  we  studiously  avoided  collision.  Collis- 
ion, l)owever,  from  the  causes  to  which  I  have 
alluded,  became  at  last  inevitable.  Yet  it  is  gravely 
asserted,  that  the  President  had  determined  to  ex- 
tend the  territory  of  the  United  States  to  the  Rio 
Grande,  "peaceably  if  he  could,  forcibly  if  he 
must;"  most  certainly  not  to  extend  the  territory 
of  the  United  States,  but  to  settle  the  question  of 
boundary,  and  had  we  been  the  aggre.^sive  party, 
as  it  has  been  alleged — had  we  been  reckless  of  the 
feelings,  rights,  and  interests  of  Mexico,  we  cer- 
tainly never  sliould  have  incorporated  a  provision 
in  the  terms  of  annexation,  securing  to  us  the  right 
of  settling  the  limits  of  Texas — that  was  done  to 
guard  against  the  possibility  of  a  collision  with 
iVIexico;  we  did  not  adopt  the  extreme  claims  of 
Texas,  but  reserved  to  ourselves  the  right  to  settle 
the  question  of  boundary.  Nothing  could  have 
been  done  more  indicative  of  the  friendly  spirit 
which  we  entertained  towards  Mexico. 

At  this  late  hour,  I  cfertainly  shall  not  attempt  to 
enlarge;  but  1  must  take  occasion  to  say,  that  1  do 
not  think  that  Mexico  is  about  to  cede  any  terri- 
tory to  the  United  States;  I  think  that  we  are 
about  to  retrocede  territory  to  Mexico.  I  hold 
that  in  a  just  war  we  conquered  a  larger  portion  of 
Mexico,  and  that  to  it  we  have  a  title  which  has 
been  regarded  a.s  valid  ever  since  man  existed  in  a 
social  condition — the  title  of  conquest.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  question  now  is,  how  much  we  shall 
keep,  how  much  we  shall  give  up,  and  that  Mex- 
ico cedes  nothing. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  was  understood  to  inquire  if 
that  view  was  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
paper.? 

Mr.  DAVIS.  I  have  seen  papers  itv  English 
and  Spanish,  and  I  think  in  none  was  the  term 
cede  employed.  As  a  moralist  I  would  not  under- 
take to  defend  the  seizure  of  country  from  the  in- 
habitants, but  the  question  was  settled  long  before 
the  oldest  member  of  the  Senate  entered  it.  These 
very  Mexican  people  settled  it  when  they  conquer- 
ed the  ancient  Aztecs.  If  they  had  the  right  to 
take  the  territory  from  that  people,  who  did  not 
cultivate  it,  the  argument  is  equally  good  against 
them  now.  They  produce  little  to  that  which  the 
country  is  capable  of  yielding;  and  year  by  year 
the  amount  is  steadily  decreasing.  The  country  is 
going  to  waste,  villages  are  depopulated,  fields 
once  highly  productive  in  all  that  nature  in  her 
bounty  yielded  to  the  industry  of  man,  now  He 
uncultivated,  and  marked  only  by  the  remains  of 
the  irrigatory  ditches  by  which  they  were  formerly 
watered.  The  exuberant  wealth  of  Mexico  once 
flowed  out  to  sustain  the  American  colonies  of 
Spain — the  governments  of  Louisiana  and  F'lorida 
received  contributions  ffom  her.  Turn,  now,  and 
contemplate  the  change  which  the  difference  of 
government  has  wrought,  and  tell  me  whether  all 
the  arguments  of  utilitarianism  and  of  humanity 
may  not  now  be  more  successfully  applied  to  the 
Mexican  than  by  them  against  the  Aztec  popula- 
tion. 

The  Senator  says  this  war  is  "odious."  Odious! 
Odious  for  what?  On  account  of  the  skill  and  gal- 
lantry with  which  it  has  been  conducted  ?  Or  is  it 
because  of  the  humanity,  the  morality,  the  nuig- 
nanimous  clemency  which  has  marked  its  execu- 
tion >  Odious  !  Why,  in  any  newspaper  which  I 
take  up,  1  find  notices  of  large  assemblages  of  the 
peo[)lc  gathered  together  to  do  honor  to  the  remains 
of  some  dead  soldier  brought  back  from  Mexico; 
or  around  the  festive  board  to  greet  the  return  of 
some  gallant  member  of  the  army  The  conduct- 
ors of  the  press,  without  distinction  of  party,  ex- 
press the  highest  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the 
army.  Where  is  the  odium?  What  portion  of 
our  population  is  infected  with  it?  From  what 
cause  does  it  arise?  It  cannot  be  on  account  of 
the  origin  of  the  war,  the  extraordinary  unanimity 
with  which  it  was  declared  by  both  Houses  of 
Congress,  the  eagerness  with  which  our  citizens 
presufcd  to  the  service,  forbid  that  conclu.sion.     A 


long  and  unbro'ken  succession  of  victories  has 
satiated  the  public  appetite  for  military  triumph. 
There  may  be  a  surfeit,  for  more  has  been  offered 
than  needed  for  a  feast.  An  over  anxiety  for  im- 
mediate peace  is  the  natural  result;  with  this  I 
sympathize;  beyond  this  I  am  not  prepared  to  be- 
lieve the  popular  feeling  of  the  country  extends. 

We  have  cause  to  be  proud  of  the  record  this 
war  will  leave  behind  it — a  monument  more  lasting 
than  brass.  We,  the  actors  of  to-day,  must  soon 
crumble  to  dust;  the  institutions  we  now  maintain, 
and  hope  will  be^perpetual,  may  pass  away;  the 
Republic  may  sink  in  the  ocean  of  time,  and  the 
tide  of  human  events  roll  unbroken  over  its  grave; 
but  the  events  of  this  war  will  live  in  the  history 
of  our  country  and  our  race,  affording,  in  all  ages 
to  come,  proof  of  the  high  state  of  civilization 
amongst  the  people  who  conducted  it — proof  of  the 
intelligence  which  pervaded  the  rank  and  file  who 
fought  its  battles — proof  of  the  resources  of  such 
a  Government  as  ours,  wholly  unembarrassed  in 
the  midstof  war,  conqueringonenation  and  feeding 
another!  Where,  sir,  are  the  evidences  of  evil 
brought  upon  us  by  this  "  odious"  war?  Where 
can  you  point  to  any  inroad  upon  our  prosperity, 
public  or  private,  industrial,  commercial,  or  finan- 
cial, which  can  be,  in  any  degree,  attributed  to  the 
prosecution  of  this  war?  AH  that  is  yet  to  be 
shown,  and  I  confidently  await  the  issue. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  thien  addressed  the  Senate  in 
favor  of  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that,  in  his  judg- 
ment, there  was  not  a  reasonable  expectation  of  a 
treaty  of  peace.  [This  speech  will  be  given  in  the 
Appendix.]  • 

Mr.  BUTLER.  As  I  perceive  that  the  Senate 
is  determined  to  refuse  to  modify  the  bill — for  they 
have  already  decided,  by  quite  a  large  majority, 
that  these  troops  shall  be  raised — I  liave  nothing 
further  to  say  in  regard  to  that  matter,  beyond  this 
one  remark:  I  wish  the  Senate  distinctly  to  under- 
stand, that  if  this  bill  pass  the  other  House,  it  will 
not  be  passed  as  a  bill  for  organizing  ten  regiments, 
with  the  complement  of  officers  which  belongs  to 
such  a  force.  The  simple  f)roposition  that  I  made 
was,  to  add  thirty  men  to  etich  company,  or  three 
hundred  to  each  regiment,  of  the  present  army. 
It  has  not  been  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate  to  adopt 
my  amendment  to  recommit  the  bill;  and  I  ask  the 
Senate  to  take  notice,  that  that  will  be  the  form  in 
which  the  troops  will  be  raised.  .  The  action  of  the 
Senate  itself  will  have  the  effect  of  influencing  the 
House  to  ingraft  such  an  amendment. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  desire  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  for  a  short  time,  although,  but  for  the  re- 
marks of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Michigan,  I 
should  hardly  have  thought  it  necessary  to  trouble 
the  Senate  any  further.  But  before  I  proceed  to 
reply  to  that  Senator,  I  must  be  allowed  to  say, 
that  I  was  forcibly  struck  by  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Davis] 
with  regard  to  the  conduct  of  Mexico  since  this 
armistice  was  proclaimed.  It  is  shown  that  there 
is  an  armistice  existing,  which  is  to  last  at  least 
two  months,  in  order  to  afford  time  for  negotia- 
tions. In  this  state  of  the  case,  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi  says  that  he  has  received  a  letter  from 
a  friend,  whom  he  fully  accredits,  in  Mexico,  sta- 
ting the  fact  which  we  have  seen  announced  in  the 
puiilic  prints — that  the  country  between  Mexico 
and  Vera  Cruz  is  filled  with  guerrilleros,  and  that, 
though  the  armistice  has  been  proclaimed,  the  war 
still  rages.  Sir,  this  fact  is  a  pregnant  one.  It 
proves  to  us — what  1  have  stated  before — that  that 
Government  has  not  the  power  to  enforce  obe- 
dience to  its  will.  No  one  doubts  that  they  who 
have  negotiated  have  acted  in  good  faith,  and  that 
they  are  desirous  of  restraining  these  guerrilleros, 
and  that,  so  far  as  they  have  the  power,  they  will  do 
SO;  but  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  restrain  them: 
and  what  is  the  inference?  Why,  that  whether  the 
treaty  i.5  ratified  or  not,  when  your  army  returns, 
your  peace  will  not  be  a  secure  one.  It  seems  to 
me  that  these  facts  show  .us  irresistibly  that  the 
conclusion  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  is  the  correct  one,  that  the  only  mode  of 
obtaining  a  permanent  peace  is  to  withdraw  to  a 
line  and  defend  it.  We  can  defend  it  as' well  with- 
out a  treaty  as  with  it.  If  there  is  no  government 
in  Mexico  which  can  compel  these  guerrilleros  to 
obey,  what  are  we  to  do?  Would  it  not  have  been 
far  better  if  we  had  taken  the  advice  of  the  honor- 
able Senator  long  ago?  We  may  be  compelled  to 
do  so  yet.  In  that  case,  there  is  no  doubt  we  have 
troops  enough  already  in  Mexico  for  the  defence 


of  the  line,  though  perhaps  not  enough  for  "  over- 
running the  whole  country,  capturing  every  town 
and  province,  and  keeping  the  government  in  per- 
petual motion."  It  is  evident,  from  the  report  of 
the  Adjutant  General,  that  we  have  troops  enough 
there  to  keep  this  line,  which  seems  to  be  our  in- 
evitable destiny  in  the  end,  if  the  information  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Mississippi  be  correct. 

Now,  a  word  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Michigan.  In  the  course  of  my  remarks  some  time 
ago,  to  which  the  honorable  Senator  has  replied  to- 
day, I  did  say,  that  I  thought  he  put  himself  in 
the  position  of  the  champion  of  the  Administration, 
but  I  did  not  use  the  term  in  an  offensive  sense. 
He  has  this  day  proved  himself  the  champion,  the 
very  Ajax  Telemon,  of  his  party.  The  honorable 
Senator,  in  the  opening  speech  on  this  bill,  intima- 
ted to  us  that  the  whole  course  of  the  Government, 
in  the  conduct  of  this  war,  was  impregnable;  that 
if  it  were  attacked,  the  assault  could  be  easily  met 
and  as  easily  repelled.  I  noticed  this  remark  of  the 
honorable  Senator  at  the  time,  and  to  avoid  all  mis- 
take, I  quoted  from  his  speechverbalim et Uteralim, 
in  his  hearing.  I  drew  the  inference,  and  so  said 
that  the  champion  of  the  Administration  hart 
thrown  his  gauntlet  at  our  feet,  that  he  had  defied 
us  to  show  a  single  instance  in  which  the  conduct 
of  the  Administration  was  not  impregnable.  Sir, 
I,  as  one  of  the  humblest  of  the  Senators  defied, 
dared  to  take  the  gauntlet  up,  and  proceeded  to 
direct  his  attention  to  a  set  of  facts,  calling  for  his 
defence.  I  referred  to  the  conduct  of  Santa  Anna, 
as  the  murderer  of  our  people  at  Goliad  and  the 
Alamo.  This,  I  think,  was  of  itself  enough  to 
satisfy  Mr.  Polk,  and  every  one  of  the  character  of 
that  man.  I  then  proceeded  to  ask  the  Senator 
from  Michigan,  why  the  President,  on  the  day  on 
which  this  war  commenced,  admitted  this  same 
Santa  Anna  into  Mexico  by  special  order,  with  all 
his  sins  upon  his  head — the  consequence  of  which 
admission  has  been,  that  we  have  been  compelled 
to  fight  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  iVlexi- 
cans,  who  never  would  have  rallied  under  any  other 
leader.  And  now,  as  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Mississippi  said  to-night,  this  same  Santa  Anna, 
instead  of  leaving  Mexico,  is  rallying  his  bands, 
not  only  of  guerrilleros,  but  of  regular  forces,  for 
another  attack  upon  us.  And  if  this  information 
be  correct,  there  is  no  reason  on  our  part  to  believe, 
so  long  as  he  remains  in  Mexico,  there  will  be  any 
permanent  peace.  Who,  then,  is  to  blame  for  all 
this  ?  The  Administration:  the  President.  And  I 
called  the  Senator  from  Michigan  to  defend  them 
from  this  charge,  if  their  conduct  was  impregnable, 
and  so  easily  defended.  Well,  what  has  he  done? 
Why,  he  tells  me  to-day,  in  a  speech  which  he 
made,  closing  the  debate  upon  this  bill,  that  I  have 
done  him  wrong  in  calling  him  the  champion  of 
the  Administration;  and  instead  of  exonerating  the 
President  from  this  charge,  the  champion  is  totally 
silent  on  the  subject.  We  have  heard  some  dozen 
speeches  on  that  side  of  the  Chamber  in  defence  of 
the  Executive,  and  though  we  are  told  that  the 
conduct  of  the  Administration  is  impregnable  and 
easily  defended,  not  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  have 
spoken  has  condescended  to  notice  the  matter  at 
all.  The  Senator  from  Michigan  says  he  is  not 
the  champion.  Now,  I  appeal  to  the  Senate  if  he 
did  not,  in  effect,  blow  a  trumpet  to  invite  an  an- 
tagonist into  the  field,  and  when  I  met  him  there, 
if  he  did  not  lay  down  his  arms  and  beat  a  retreat. 

Again:  I  charged  upon  the  Administration  that 
they  caused  the  troops  to  be  withdrawn  from  Gen- 
eral Taylor,  whilst  on  the  eve  of  the  battle  of  Buena 
Vista,  and  when  Santa  Anna  stood  in  his  front, 
with  twenty  thousand  of  the  best  troops  of  Mex- 
ico, leaving  him  barely  about  a  quarter  of  the  num- 
ber opposed  to  him.  I  also  adverted  to  the  failure 
to  supply  General  Scott  with  troops  while  at  Pueb- 
la,  though  he  repeatedly  entreated  troops  and  mu- 
nitions of  war;  so  that,  finally,  ttiat  great  captain 
was  obliged  to  enter  the  city  of  Mexico  with  less 
than  si.K  thousand  men.  True,  he,  like  General 
Taylor,  was  successful,  on  all  occasions,  agains-t 
fearful  odds;  yet  1  arraigned  the  conduct  of  the  Ad- 
ministration for  exposing  both  these  generals  to  the 
embarrassments  with  which  they  were  obliged  to 
contend  by  reason  of  these  acts,  whilst  a  contraiy 
course  would  have  saved  the  lives  of  thousands  of 
our  iieople.    But  to  all  this  there  has  been  no  reply. 

There  was  another  subject  on  which  the  honor- 
able Senator  did  me  the  iionor  to  oiler  a  reply  to 
some  remarks  of  mine.  I  had  said,  iii  the  course 
of  the  debate,  that  the  President  has,  in  his  nmuml 
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messasje,  distinctly  announced  anew  position;  tJuit 
he  had  rtltempled  to  negotiate,  and  had  slated  his 
ultimatum,  wliich  had  been  refused;  and  that  noth- 
ing remiiined  but  to  conquer  Mexico.     All  know 
that  I  was  the  advocate  of  supplies  to  the  army.    1 
voted  them  on  all  occasions;  but  when  the  Presi- 
dent took  up   this   position,  and   avowed  that  his 
object  was  conquest,  I  said  I  would  go  no  further, 
and  I  slated  some  cases  to  Justify  myself  in  this 
determination.     Amongst' otiier  things,  I  put  the 
case  <if  a  man  who  had  money  due  him,  who  met 
his  debtor  on  the  hii^liway,  and  demanded  of  iiim, 
presenting  at  the  same  lime  a  pistol  to  his  breast, 
that  he  should  surrender  to  him  a  deed  of  his  fai'm, 
thouo-h  it  was  worth  far  more  than  tlie  debt.  This  \ 
I  designated   by  the   term  which   anybody  would  j 
apply  to  the  transaction.     The  iionoroble  Senator  i 
does  not  deny  the  analogy  or  the  justice  of  the  i 
view  whicii  1  took  in  reference  to  private  individ-  - 
uals.     I  know  that  he  would  be  the  last  man  who  \ 
would  undertake  to  justit'y  such  an  attempt  to  de-  i 
spoil  his  neighbor. 

Mr.  FOOTE.    Will  the  honorable  Senator  allow 
me  to  say  that  1  understood  the  Senator  from  Mich- 
igan as  denyina;  the  analogy. 
'  Mr.  CLAYTON.     The  Senator  from  Michigan 
is  present.     He  can  answer  for  himself. 

Mr.  CASS-.  I  (lid  say,  the  honorable  Senator 
will  recollect,  that  I  considered  the  analogy  to  be 
false.  I  use  the  term  logically,  and  not  in  its  ethical 
sense.     I  said  analogies  were  dangerous  things. 

Mr.  CLAYTON."  Well,  "analogies  are  dan- 
gerous things."  Let  us  see  now  how  the  matter 
stanils,  and  wherein  this  analogy  is  false.  The 
President  said  that  he  was  constrained  to  give  up 
the  idea  of  negotiating,  and  that  more  forces  must 
be  sent,  in  order  to  compel  them  to  sign  a  treaty 
ceding  to  us  New  Mexico  and  California.  The 
Mexicans  owed  us  money  for  certain  claims  held 
hy  our  citizens,  the  amount  of  which  was  admitted 
lo  be  vastly  below  the  value  of  the,  territory  de- 
manded. Here,  then,  is  the  case  of  a  nation  de- 
manding a  cession  of  territory  which  is  worih 
much  more  than  the  debt  due  to  that  nation,  and 
demanding  it  at  the  mouth  of  the  cannon — "  co- 
ercing" acquiescence,  to  use  the  language  of  the 
President.  Now  what  is  the  reply  of  the  Senator 
from  Michigan?  The  only  answer  is,  that  nations 
are  not  like  individuals;  that  there  is  no  reasoning 
by  analogy  Trom  the  case  which  I  liave  put  of  the 
individual,  to  that  of  a  nation.  Why  not?  The 
honorable  Senator  says,  because  an  individual  is 
answerable  to  a  tribunal  or  an  umpire,  and  that  a 
nation  is  not.  Let  us  look  a  little  into  this  matter. 
The  private  individual  does  not  commit  highway 
robbery  because,  forsooth,  there  is  a  court  which 
will  punish  him,  whilst  a  nation  is  responsible  lo 
no  human  tribunal — to  no  umpire,  and  therefore 
the  analogy,  as  the  honorable  Senator  says,  is 
"false."  Now,  is  this  true  ?  Is  it  true,  that  states- 
men, legislating  fcir  a  nation,  are  answerable  to  no 
tribunal?  I  thought  there  was  such  a  thing  as  the 
law  ofjiations — a  code  recognized  by  all  the  civil- 
ized world,  by  which  the  conduct  of  nations  is 
governed — I  thought  that  statesmen  legislating  for 
a  nation  were  as  much  bound  by  rules  of  mo- 
rality— were  as  much  bound  to  observe  ijntegrity 
of  conduct  in  acting  for  the  nation  as  in  acting  in- 
dividually. I  thought  that  honor  was  worth  as 
much  to  a  nation  as  land  or  money,  and  as  I  would 
not  despoil  my  neighbor  of  his  property,  so  I  would 
not  place  my  country  in  a  position  to  be  accused 
of  a  .similar  act.  But  the  honorable  Senator,  who 
would  .scorn  to  do  this  in  his  private  capacity,  jus- 
tifies it  as  the  act  of  a  nation  !  Is  there  no  such 
thing  to  govern  us  as  conscience,  when  acting  as 
public  men?  How  wilt  the  honorable  Senator 
Barsfy  his  own  heart  when  it  charzts  him  with  co- 
operating with  others  in  an  act  which  will  produce 
the  result  of  lowerm:;  the  character  of  a  nation  ?  If 
timt  heart  should  hereafter  reproach  him  with  in- 
justice, and  swell  with  remorse,  he  may  follow  the 
advice  of  the  fool  to  Lear,  "  Cry  to  it,  nuncle,  as 
the  cockney  did  to  the  eels,  when  she  put  them  i' 
the  paste  alive;  she  rafi(i'd  'em  o' the  coxcombs 
witha  stick,  and  cry'd,  '  down,  wantons,  down  !'  " 
He  may  stifle  his  conscience  in  that  way,  if  he 
can. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  felt  warinly  on  this  sub- 
ject, because  the  honor  of  my  country  is  as  dear 
to  n>e  as  my  own  individual  honor.  I  would  do 
nothing  that  was  calculated  to  tarnish  it;  on  the 
contrary,  I  would  do  everything  to  sustain  that 
liigh   character  for  integrity  and   morality  whii;h 


was  sustained  so  nobly  by  the  fathers  of  the  repub- 
lic.    I  regard  that  as  of  more  value  than  would  be 
all   the  Wealth  of  the  mines  of  Golconda,  and   all 
the  military  glory  which  could  be  gained  for  cen- 
turies to  come. 
;        There  are  many  other  points  to  which  I  would 
j    be  glad  to  advert,  but  the  lateness  of  the  hour  ad- 
i    monishes  me  that  1  should  no  longer  trespass  upon 
1 1  the  patience  of  the  Senate. 

';  Mr.  CASS.  I  really  was  not  aware,  Mr.  Presi- 
I  dent,  that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware 
I  considered  any  remarks  from  me  upon  the  subject 
\\  of  Santa  Anna's  return,  as  a  matter  of  the  least 
1 1  importance.  The  President  himself,  in  his  mes- 
\\  sage,  had  placed  that  question,  I  thought,  upon 
jj  impregnable  grounds.  If  had  not  done  so,  the 
it  Senator  fi'om  Delaware  was  as  capable  as  any  other 
i    person  of  showing  the  failure.     This  he  has  not 

I  done.  I  will  observe,  however,  sir,  for  the  conso- 
jj  lalion   of  the   honorable  Senator,  and   of  all  who 

I I  have  made  the  return  of  Santa  Anna  a  peculiar 
j  cause  of  grief,  that  he  has  proved  himself  the  best 

;j  Mexican  general  for  us  that  could  possibl)^  have 
I  been  selected;  and  that  if  he  had  been  nominated 
■i  to  the  Senate,  and  we  had  foreseen  the  result,  he 
j  would  have  been  confirmed  unanimously.  He  has 
;  been  defeated  in  every  battle  he  fought,  lost  every 
[place  he  attempted  to  hold,  and  is  now  a  wanderer, 
||  without  power  or  influence,  having  seen  his  coun- 
il  try  overrun,  its  armies  dis[iersed,  its  government 
a  fugitive,  and  a  large  portion  of  its  population  re- 
duced to  subjection.  I  do  not  believe  that  another 
Mexican  general  could  have  been  found  who  would 
have  lost  more  battles,  abandoned  more  positions, 
or  fled  with  more  ignominies. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  only  wish  to  say,  in  reply 
to  the  gentleman,  that  Santa  Anna  has  proved  him- 
self beyond  all  doubt  to  be  the  best  general  for 
them  that  the  Mexicans  could  have  had.  The  fact 
that  he  was  defeated  by  such  men  as  Taylor  and 
Scott,  is  no  proof  that  he  was  not  the  best  of  the 
Mexican  generals.  Sir,  who  else  could  have  ral- 
lied the  thousands  of  Mexicans  who  marched  un- 
der his  banner  ?  Who,  since  he  has  disappeared 
from  the  theatre  of  action  in  Mexico,  has  been 
able  to  rally  a  single  regiment?  No  man.  And 
now,  when  we  hear  to-night  for  the  first  time,  that 
troops  arc  again  about  to  be  raised,  we  find  Santa 
Anna  is  the  man  who  is  marshalling  them  for  bat- 
tle. Sir,  if  he  had  not  been  admitted  into  Mexico 
no  one  can  doubt  or  deny  that  we  could  have 
marched  to  the  capital  without  the  sacrifice  of 
thousands  of  lives  which  we  have  been  compelled 
to  undergo.  If  he  had  not  been  admitted  into 
Mexico,  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista  would  not  have 
been  fought;  and  no  other  man  could  have  raised 
the  army  which  met  us  at  Cerro  Gordo,  at  Molino 
del  Rey,  at  Chapultepec,  and  at  the  gates  of  Mex- 
ico Itself.  Sir,  upon  the  head  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  falls  justly  the  blame  of  this  act. 
We  have  heard  much  of  aiding  and  abetting  the 
Mexicans,  of  moral  treason,  and  of  giving  aid  and 
comfort  lo  the  enemy;  but  if  a  private  individual 
liad  done  that  which  the  President  acknowledges 
he  has  done  in  a  public  capacity,  how  would  he 
have  been  called  to  answer  it? 

Mr.  FOOTE.  May  I  ask  a  question?  Does  the 
honorable  Senator  mean  to  say  that  the  President 
intended  to  give  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy? 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Not  at  all.  I  say  that  hav- 
ing done  this  act,  he  has,  as  Talleyrand  would  have 
said,  been  "guilty  of  a  blunder  that  is  greater  than 
a  crime." 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  dislike  to  detain  the  Senate 
at  this  late  hour;  but  since  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware has  reopened  the  whole  debate,  by  his  grave 
charges,  1  will  say  a  few  words  in  reply. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  spoke  at  the  earliest  mo- 
ment I  could  get  the  floor. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it;  and  I, 
too,  sjieak  at  the  earliest  moment  I  can  get  an  op- 
portunity; and  I  am  resolved  that  this  debate  shall 
not  be  terminated  without  a  refutation  of  the  grave 
charges  which  the  Senator  from  Delaware  has  pre- 
ferred against  the  Administration.  1  ask  in  what 
sense  the  admission  of  Santa  Anna  was  improper? 
Was  not  every  Mexican  then  out  of  Mexico  ad- 
mitted into  that  country,  if  he  desired  to  rclurn? 
You  had  a  blockade  against  the  admission  of  mu- 
nitions of  war  and  merchandise,  but  had  you  any 
blockade  against  individuals?  Every  Mexican, 
Frenchman,  S[ianiard,  and  citizen  of  every  other 
nation  upon  earth,  was  permitted  to  enter  that 
country.     Will  the  Ssnator  take  the  position,  that 


whilst  every  other  individual  belonging  to  the 
Mexican  nation  was  jiermiiled  to  reenter  Mexico, 
Santa  Anna  should  not  have  been  permitted?  I 
rather  agree  with  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  that  we  should  let  them 
have  the  men  they  wanted  to  command  their  ar- 
mies— any  general  they  chose  to  select — that  we 
might  fight  their  best  men.  I  much  prefer  that 
we  can  say  we  defeated  their  best  general  in  every 
field,  and  that  they  cannot  now  say,  had  Santa 
Anna  been  there,  we  could  not  have  done  it. 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  reason  why  I  fully 
justify  that  act.  I  believe  that  it  was  not  a  blun- 
der, but  one  of  the  wisest  and -most  politic  meas- 
ures thai  has  been  adopted  by  the  Administratioi-! 
in  the  prosecution  of  this  war  I  know  that  the 
time  has  not  come  for  the  developmenl  of  all  th(? 
facts,  but  enough  has  been  disclosed  to  convince 
me  of  the  policy  of  that  act.  We  all  know  that 
Paredes  was  then  at  the  head  of  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, and  that  he  obtained  that  position  in  con- 
sequence of  an  avowed  hostility  to  the  United 
States;  that  he  represented  the  monarchical  parly, 
and  that  his  success  would  have  been  the  success 
of  monarchical  principles.  They  had  thrust  Her- 
rera  out  for  no  other  reason  than  that  he  desired 
to  make  peace  with  us.  We  know,  also,  from  the 
best  information,  that  Paredes  was  at  the  head  of 
an  army  raised  by  himself — an  army  which  he 
was  able  to  pay  every  week,  or  every  day,  if  ne- 
cessary, in  British  gold,  when  at  the  same  time  he 
himself  was  known  to  be  a  bankrupt  without  a 
dollar.  We  know,  upon  the  authority  of  British 
newspapers,  that  it  was  announced  that  the  admis- 
sion of  Santa  Anna  and  the  expulsion  of  Paredes 
was  the  estoppel  of  a  great  movement  in  Mexico. 
We  all  recollect  the  tirade  of  abuse  poured  out  in 
the  Times  and  the  .Tournal  des  Debats,  of  London 
and  Paris,  against  Santa  Anna,  for  preventing  the 
consummation  of  this  movement.  What  was  this 
movement?  It  was,  as  I  have  said,  got  up  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  monarchy  in  Mexico. 
Whether  Santa  Anna  was  there  or  not,  there  was 
to  be  war.  If  Paredes  had  continued  at  the  head 
of  affairs,  you  would  have  been  engaged  in  a  war 
backed  l)y  Europe;  if  Santa  Anna  was  elevated  to 
the  chief  authority,  you  would  have  a  war  under 
the  direction  of  a  man  who  could  look  for  no  sym- 
pathy beyond  the  limits  of  Mexico.  There  was 
the  difference.  The  time  will  come  when  the  veil 
will  be  removed,  and  it  will  then  be  seen  that  the 
admission  of  Santa  Anna  was  one  of  the  wisest 
movements  in  the  whole  conduct  of  the  war. 

A  word  in  relation  to  another  charge  brought 
against  the  Administration,  which  is,  the  with- 
drawing the  forces  from  General  Taylor,  just  be- 
fore the  battle  of  Buena  Vista.  Does  the  Senator 
expect  ihat  that  charge  will  go  forth  to  ihe  world, 
with  our  silent  acquiescence?  Does  he  not  know 
that  the  Administration  did  not  withdraw  a  man 
from  General  Taylor — that  the  troops  were  with- 
diawn  by  General  Scott  himself,  of  his  own  volition, 
without  any  directions  from  the  Administration  ? 
The  Administration  had  no  more  to  do  with  that 
measure  than  I  had,  if  I  am  correctly  informed. 
My  recollection  is  distinct  that  General  Scott  had 
discretionary  power,  and  that  this  was  hi.sact,  and 
not  the  act  of  the  Administration.  Whenever  any 
credit  is  to  be  claimed,  the  honorable  Senator  is 
ready  enough  lo  claim  the  credit  for  the  generals 
employed  in  Mexico;  but  wherever  blame  is  to  be 
attached,  he  is  as  ready  to  throw  it  upon  the  Ad- 
ministration. 

Agai  n ,  sir,  as  to  the  charge  of  not  supplying  Gen- 
eral Scott  with  sufficient  force.  This  is  the  first 
time  that  I  have  heard  such  a  complaint.  I  know 
of  one  fact  in  regard  to  that  campaign,  in  which, 
however,  I  ground  no  com  plant — and  it  is  this: 
General  Scott  discharged  several  thousand  volun- 
teers at  .Talapa,  long  before  their  time  of  service 
expired,  and  then  proceeded  to  Perote  and  Puebla, 
with  the  remainder  of  his  troops.  1  know  that  he 
sent  home  two  regiments  from  my  own  State, 
months  before  their  term  of  service  expired;  and 
I  now  find  it  certainly  very  difliciili  to  comprehend 
how  it  is  that  General  Scolt  would  have  sen  I  back 
these  troops,  who  had  distinguished  themselves  in 
the  field,  if  he  was  in  need  of  them,  and  could  not 
have  got  along  without  ihein. 

Now,  a  word  or  two  upon-  this  question  of  rob- 
bery. The  hoiKU-able  Senator  from  Delaware 
perseveres  in  his  attempt  lo  fix  upon  the  supporters 
of  this  war  his  old  charge  of  robbery,  and  repeats 
the  parallel  he  has  drawn  before  between  this  and 
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the  case  of  highway  robbery.  This  charge,  let 
us  recollect,  is  urged  by  a  Senator  who  has  voted 
for  tlie  war  from  the  lieginning.  He  has  voted  for 
every  war  measure,  I  believe,  but  he  says  he  turned 
against  it  as  soon  as  he  found  it  was  a  war  of  con- 
quest. Pray,  how  did  he  make  tliat  discovery.' 
Did  be  find  it  in  the  President's  message.'  If  so, 
he  had  better  examine  the  message  again.  Tlie 
President  informed  us  in  his  message  of  hist  ses- 
sion, that  he  had  taken  possession  of  California 
and  New  Mexico;  and  recommended  that  provision 
be  made  for  the  establishment  of  civil  government 
in  those  conquered  provinces.  He  had  better  refer 
again  to  the  message  asking  for  the  appropriation 
of  three  millions  of  dollars.  Why  did  the  Presi- 
dent ask  for  that  appropriation  .'  He  referred  you 
to  the  case  of  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  in  which 
money  was  required  to  be  paid  in  advance,  and  also 
to  the  case  of  the  purchase  of  Florida;  and  tifter 
referring  to  these  cases,  illustrative  of  the  grounds 
upon  wliicli  he  recommended  tlie  appropriation, 
lie  asked  for  three  millions  of  dollars.  Now, 
was  not  the  demand  of  the  E.xecutive  a  clear 
notice  of  the  intention  of  the  Administration  to 
receive  territory  as  a  consequence  of  the  prose- 
cution of  this  war.'  and  not  only  to  receive  ter- 
ritory, but  to  receive  sutlicient  for  indemnity, 
as  well  for  the  claims  due  to  our  citizens,  as  for 
all  the  expenses  of  the  war?  Tiiese  facts  were 
before  us  at  the  last  session.  Every  Senator 
knew  them;  and  the  war  bills  were  voted  for,  at 
the  last  session,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  these 
facts.  Still  we  are  told,  that  because  it  is  proposed 
to  receive  territory  as  indemnity,  therefore  it  is  a 
war  of  aggression.  I  repeat,  that  it  has  been  well 
known — it  has  been  proclaimed  in  both  Houses 
from  the  bes;iiming — that  the  war  was  to  bring 
territory  as  compensation  or  indemnity.  I  under- 
take to  say,  that  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  Senator 
on  this  floor,  nor  a  human  being  within  (he  sound 
of  my  voice,  who  did  not  know  the  fact  that  it  was 
intended,  from  the  time  the  war  commenced,  that 
territory  was  to  be  acquired.  And  yet,  though  we 
all  knew  this — though  the  President  told  us  so — 
though  he  asked  for  money  to  pay  the  first  instal- 
ment in  compensation  for  the  territory  so  acquired, 
yet  the  changes  are  still  rung  on  the  charge  that  it 
has  recently  become  a  war  of  conquest. 

The  war  was  forced  on  us  by  Mexico.  It  was 
just  on  our  part,  aggressive  on  hers.  We  tried  to 
avoid  it,  and  to  settle  the  difficulty  by  negotiation. 
Mexico  made  the  attack;  we  repelled  that  attack, 
and  carried  the  war  into  the  enemy 's  country,  with 
a  view  of  getting  "  indemnity  for  the  past"  and,  if 
you  please,  "  security  for  the  future" — security 
that  they  never  would  commence  war  upon  us 
again. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Did  you  get  that  security  in 
the  treaty  .' 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  When  the  gentleman  will 
show  me  a  treaty  of  peace,  I  will  examine  it,  and 
tell  him  whether  we  have  that  security.  But  I  am 
unable  to  comprehend  upon  what  ground  he  af- 
firms the  immorality  of  this  war.  Such  a  charge, 
coming  from  a  gentleman  who  has  supported  it 
from  the  beginning — who  voted  for  it,  who  did  not 
vote  for  it  ignorantly,  who  knew  at  the  time  the 
war  was  declared  that  the  Mexicans  had  attacked 
a  detachment  of  our  army — is  to  say  the  least  of 
it,  very  singular.  The  war  was  voted  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  these  facts.  I  have  looked,  sir,  into 
the  debate — indeed,  I  was  present  at  the  time  that 
vote  was  given — and  I  was  not  able  to  find  a  man 
who  doubted  the  propriety  of  that  declaration, 
provided  that  the  attack  upon  our  troops  was  an 
authorized  one.  The  Democratic  Senators  were 
asked  to  pause,  in  order  to  see  whether  the  attack 
had  been  authorized  by  the  Mexican  Government. 
And  it  was  at  that  time  that  the  honorable  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  drew  liis  memorable  and 
novel  distinction  between  hostilities  and  a  state  of 
war.  The  objection  to  the  preamble  was,  that  it 
was  doubtful  whether  war  existed.  Still  we  are 
told  that  Senators  have  now  found  out,  for  the  first 
time,  that  it  is  a  war  of  conquest ! 

Mr.  BAGBY.    1  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

Several  Senators,     Oh,  no. 

Mr.  BAGBY.  I  will  withdraw  the  motion  pro- 
vided this  debate  ceases;  but  I  cannot  consent  to 
expose  my  health,  night  after  night,  by  sitting  un- 
der the  influence  of  this  gas,  listening  to  a  debate 
which  has  been  already  exhaustefl. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  came  here  this  morning 
determined  to  sit  out  the  discussion. 


PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question  is  on 
adjournment. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  with  the  follow- 
ing result:  Ayes  22,  noes  26. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr,  .JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  th^,n  submitted 
the  following  motion:  To  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  with  instructions  to 
amend  it  by  inserting  at  the  end  thereof  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"  Provided,  hoinct'cr,  That  the  President  shall  not  be  au- 
thorized to  nominate  or  appoint  any  oliicer,  oi-  to  do  any 
other  act  in  the  execution  of  tliis  act,  until  it  shall  be  satis- 
factorily ascertained  that  the  i)enditi^  negotiations- with 
Mexico  for  securing  a  peace  with  that  country  by  treaty 
have  failed." 

On  this  niotion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demand- 
ed, and  were  taken,  with  the  following  result: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Badijer,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Berrien,  Buller, 
Calhoun,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Corvvin,  Crittenden,  Davis  oi' 
Massachusetts,  Dayton,  Oreene,  Hair,  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana. Mangum,  Phelps,  Underwood,  Upliani,  and  Webster 
—20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Bag- 
by,  Benton,  Bradbury,  Breese,  Cameron,  Cass,  Davis  of 
Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Douglas,  Downs, Felch,  Foote, 
Hannegaii,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Mason, 
Moor,  Niles,  Sturgeon,  Turiiey,  Westeoit,  and  Yulee — 2^'. 

The  motion  was  therefore  not  agreed  to;  and 
the  question  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana.  Had  the  ques- 
tion been  taken  upon  this  bill  before  any  proceed- 
ings took  place  upon  the  treaty,  I  should  have 
voted  for  it;  and  had  the  amendment  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  offer  to-day  been  adopted,  I  should 
have  voted  for  it;  but  1  think  that,  after  the  occur- 
rences which  have  recently  taken  place,  the  matter 
is  totally  changed.  A  treaty  has  been  agreed  upon, 
and  a  commissioner  has  been  sent  to  Mexico,  and 
we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  treaty  will  be 
ratified.  These  forces,  therefore,  will  never  be 
called  into  the  field.  The  amendment  which  I 
otfcred  was  intended  to  prevent  the  President  from 
appointing  these  four  or  five  hundred  officers,  and 
raising  the  troops  until  actually  required  to  be 
called  into  the  field,  which  may  never  be  the  case, 
and  thereby  to  save  a  useless  expense  of  two  or 
three  millions  of  dollars.  Under  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, I  cannot  reconcile  it  with  my  sense  of 
duty  to  vote  for  this  bill. 

I  have  heretofore  voted  for  all  measures  for  the 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  but  the  aspect  of 
affairs  is  now  materially  changed.  I  would  still 
have  voted  for  the  bill,  however,  if  my  amendment 
had  prevailed,  or  if  I  could  have  had  an  assurance 
from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  that  the  President  would  not  make  these 
appointments  until  they  were  actually  required. 
We  have  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the  treaty 
will  be  ratified,  and,  besides,  that  the  pov^rer  now 
exists  to  fill  up  the  old  regiments.  I  much  regret 
the  situation  in  which  I  am  placed,  in  regard  to 
this  bill,  but  not  having  the  assurances  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  I  cannot  give  my  vote  for  its  passage. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  am  very  far  from  submitting 
to  those  who  have  made  an  arbitrary  rule  for  de- 
ciding this  matter  without  debate,  and  I  now  take 
leave  to  ask  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  certain  questions  to  which  I  ex- 
pect to  receive  answers. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  answer 
questions. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Well,  if  the  Senator  is  not 
able  to  answer  the  questions 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  hope  the  honorable  Senator 
will  ask  me  the  questions  that  he  proposes  to  ask. 

Mr.  BUTLER.     I  intend  to  ask  them. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  If  the  Senator  from  Michigan 
does  not,  I  will  answer  the  questions  for  the  Sen- 
ator. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  fear  my  friend  will  answer 
them  too  well.  I  ask  the  chairman- of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  whether  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  President,  if  this  bill  passes,  imme- 
diately to  appoint  the  officers.' 

Mr.  CASS.  I  have  not  the  least  objection  to 
answer  the  question.     I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  That  is  not  a  very  definite  an- 
swer .' 

Mr.  FOOTE.      If  the  honorable  Senator  will  1 
allow  me  to  answer  him,  I  will  remind  him  that  j 
the  Senator  from  Ohio,  on  the  day  before  yester- 
day, in  anticipation  of  all  such  questions,  declared 
that,  if  there  was  a  prospect  of  peace,  the  troops 
would  not  march,  and  if  there  was  a  prospect  of  | 
war,  they  would.  •  I 


Mr.  BUTLER.  I  am  not  answered  yet.  The 
Senator  from  Michigan  knows  nothing  on  the  sub- 
ject.' 

Mr.  CASS.  I  will  observe,  that  I  some  time 
ago  had  a  conversation  with  the  President  respect- 
ing the  proposition  to  make  this  bill  not  absolute, 
but  discretionary  — allowing  liim  to  determine 
whether  the  force  should  be  raised  or  not.  He 
thought  the  suggestion  a  proper  one. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  believe  that  the  Senator  has 
answered  the  inquiry  in  a  kiiTd  spirit,  although  the 
answer  does  not  alt<jgether  satisfy  me  of  the  pro- 
priety of  pa.ssing  thisljill;  lam  willing,  lioweyer. 
to  leave  it  with  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
determine.  But  I  must  ask  another  question.  Is 
it  the  intention  of  the  President  to  appoint  any 
general  officers  under  this  bill,  as  was  done  under 
the  bill  of  last  year? 

Mr.  CASS.  This  bill  does  not  provide  for 
them. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  do  not  say  they  were  ap- 
pointed under  the  provisions  of  iliat  bill,  but  there 
were  general  officers  appointed — two  brigadier- 
generals  and  four  major-generals.  I  only  inquire 
the  opinion  of  the  Senator  as  a  military  man. 

Mr.  CASS.  The  Senator  is  entirely  welcome 
to  my  individual  opinion. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  ask  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Michigan,  as  the  organ  of  the  Administration, 
whether  it  is  the  purpose  to  add  other  general  ofii- 
cers  to  those  already  appointed,  for  the  purpose  of 
fulfilling  what  we  must  suppose  to  be  the  demands 
of  the  service. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  do  not  know;  but  it  is  my  pri- 
vate opinion,  that  additional  general  officers  will 
not  be  wanted. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  believe  the  honorable  Senator 
has  answered  fairly.  He  says  he  does  not  know 
whether  it  be  the  intention  of  the  President  to  ap- 
point these  officers  immediately  or  not. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Will  the  honorable  Senator  in- 
dulge me  a  moment?  I  have  had  no  confidential 
communication  on  the  subject,  yet  I  feel  authorized 
to  state  one  fact. 

Mr.  BUTLER.     What  is  that.' 

Mr.  FOOl'E.  There  was  a  meeting  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  body  who  are  favorable  to  the  passage 
of  this  bill,  and  the  understanding  arrived  at  was 
that  there  was  to  be  no  appointments  made,  unless 
there  was  an  actual  necessity  for  the  troops  to  be 
despatched  to  the  field;  and  I  do  hope  that  that 
meeting,  caucus,  or  whatever  it  may  be  called,  will 
unite  in  enforcing  upon  the  President  this  determi- 
nation. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  These  are  assurances  which  in 
some  measure  relieve  me  from  the  apprehensions 
which  I  have  entertained.  I  could  have  preferred, 
i  however,  that  the  bill  should  have  been  recommit- 
j  ted,  and  a  clause  embracing  svich  a  provision  in- 
1  troduced  as  a  proviso  to  the  bill.  A  majority  here, 
!  however,  has  declined  to  recommit  the  bill  with  a 
j  view  to  amend  it,  and  we  must  therefore  take  it, 
I  suppose,  according  to  the  provision  it  contains, 
and  pass  it,  subject  to  the  discretion  of  the  Presi- 
dent. There  are  contingencies  under  which  I  would 
put  these  troops  at  the  disposal  of  the  President 
unhesitatingly ,  for  even  if  it  be  determined  to  with- 
draw the  army  to  a  line  of  defence,  I  am  strongly 
inclined  to  the  opinion  that  the  number  of  troops 
that  we  have  in  Mexico  at  present  is  not  sufficient. 
It  api)eared  to  me  to  be  a  criminal  disregard  of 
human  life,  to  send  only  about  ten  thousand  men 
under  General  Scott  to  invade  an  empire,  with  a 
population  of  eight  millions.  I  thought  it  criminal, 
sir,  a  rash  reliance  upon  t^ie  gallantry,  skill,  and 
patriotism  of  our  citizen  soldiers,  which  no  govern- 
ment on  earth  had  a  right  to  expect  from  its  peo- 
ple. Success,  however,  has  vindicated  the  course 
of  the  Administra,tioii;  success,  I  repeat,  has  vin- 
dicated the  aat,  and  averted  the  force  of  that  indig- 
nation which  would,  had  the  result  been  otherwise, 
have  deservedly  fallen  upon  the  Administration. 
But  whether  that  success  depended  on  the  wisdom 
of  the  measures  which  they  devised,  or  upon  the 
gallantry  and  intrepidity  of  the  officers  and  men 
who  performed  the  work,  is  a  question  which  I 
leave  to  others  to  deteriiTine. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  A  few  words  in  reply  to  the 
Senator  from  Illinois.  He  has  undertaken  to  defend 
the  conduct  of  the  President  in  admitting  Santa 
Anna  into  Mexico:  first,  upon  an  allegation  of  his 
own,  that,  at  that  time,  it  w;\s  customary  to  admit 
Mexicans  into  Mexico  without  any  restriction. 
Sir,  this  is  new  to  me.     I  do  not  believe  it.     It  is 
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impossible  that,  Jlagrante  hello — after  war  was  de- 
clared— there  could  have  been  a  standing  order  for 
their  admission.  Does  the  gentleman  mean  that? 
Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  mean  only  what  I  said.  I 
said  not  a  word  al)out  orders;  but  i  ask  the  gen- 
tleman to  show  nie  an  order  prohibiting  the  en- 
trance of  Mexicans  into  that  country  even  after  the 
commencement  of  the  war.  What  I  said  was, 
that  there  was  a  blockade  against  the  introduction 
of  munitions  of  war,,  merchandise,  &c.,  hut  not 
against  individuals;  and  I  refer  the  gentleman  to 
tlie  fact  that  there  was  continual  passing  and  re- 
passing between  Cuba  and  Mexico. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Well,  now,  what  answer  is 
that?  Why  was  a  pass  given,  if  every  one  had  a 
right  to  enter  the  country?  And  whoever  heard 
before  that,  flagrante  bello,  any  and  every  person 
might  pass.  Sir,  the  construction  put  upon  the 
matter  i)y  the  President  was  the  right  one;  if  it 
were  necessary  for  Santa  Anna  to  enter  Mexico,  it 
was  necessary  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
give  hiin  a  pa>s. 

The  gentleman  will  recollect  the  great  noise  that 
■was  made  by  our  Government  in  consequence  of 
Paredes  being  smuggled  into  Mexico  in  an  Eng- 
lish vessel.  I  do  not  choose  to  dwell  upon  this. 
But  the  gentleman  says  (and  it  is  the  first  time  I 
ever  heard  it)  that  the  President  did  a  most  praise- 
worthy thing  in  passing  Santa  Atina  into  Mexico, 
because,  at  that  time,  Paredes  was  at  the  head  of 
a  monarchical  party,  and  that  the  admission  of 
Santa  Anna  was  the  means  of  displacing  him. 
Why,  what  manner  of  reasoning  is  that  ?  Did  the 
President  prefer  to  go  to  war  with  a  republican 
party  instead  of  a  monarchical  one  ?  Do  our  re- 
}iublican  institutions  teach  us  such  doctrines  as 
these?  If  Paredes  was  at  the  head  of  the  monar- 
chical party,  he  was  the  very  man  for  us  to  put 
down.  With  regard  to  the  employment  of  British 
gold,  1  undertake  to  say,  that  if  such  had  really 
been  the  case,  and  the  fact  had  become  known  in 
this  country,  it  would  have  had  the  efl'ect  of  uni- 
ting the  people  as  one  man.  The  President  would 
have  required  no  better  circumstance  than  that  a 
foreign  government  was  sustaining  the  Mexicans 
to  enable  him  to  procure  the  instant  and  unreserved 
cooperation  of  every  man  in  the  country. 

But  to  come  to  the  real  merits  of  the  case.   Who 
ever  heard  before  that  Paredes  would  have  been  a 
more  formidable  antagonist  than  Santa  Anna?  Does 
any  man  suppose  that  forty  such  as  Paredes  could 
have  rallied  as  great  a  force  as  Santa  Anna?     He 
could  collect  thousands  where  others  would  fail  to 
collect  hundreds.     But  I  must  advert  briefly  to  one 
or  two  other  points  in  reference  to  which  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  has  spoken.     I  have  complained 
that  the  troops  under  General  Taylor's  command 
were  withdrawn  in   the  face  of  an  enemy  of  four 
times  their  number,  thus  jeoparding  hissafety,  and 
compelling  him   to   fight  against  vastly   superior 
numbers.     I  complained  that  that  withdrawal  was 
an  act  of  the  Adininistration.     The  gentleman  tells 
ine  in  reply  that  the  Administration  is  not  censur-  | 
able  for  this,  but  that  General  Scott  is  alone  an- 
swerable.    And  in  proof  of  his  position,  the  hon-  | 
orable  Senator  tells  me  that  he  has  seen  nothing;  in  j 
the  public  prints  to  justify  the  charge  that  the  War 
Department  or  the  Administration  had  done  more 
than   appoint  General  Scott  general-in-chief  over 
the  army;  giving  him  the  geneial  power  to  act  in 
this  matter  as  he  pleased.     Now,  I  imagine  that  if 
there  was  nothing  more,  if  the  Administration  gave 
him  this  general  power,  the  Administration  is  re- 
sponsible for  his  acts.     The    honorable    Senator 
cannot  screen   the  Administration  by  any  ingenu- 
ity of  his  from  censure,  if  censure  is  to  fall  any- 
where,  because  General   Scotl,   in    pursuance    of 
power  cxpres.-ily  conferred  upon  him,  ordered   the 
withdrawal.      IJut  I  think  that  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator will  find,  by  reference  to  the  documents,  that, 
the  facts  are,  that  the  Administration  distinctly  un- 
derstood,  before  General  Scott  went  to  Mexico, 
that  he  was  to  do  this,  and  that  it  was  indispen.sa- 
blv  ncces.sary  to  his  success  in  thatgreat  cainpaign 
which  he  wa.s  to  wage.      Where  was  he  to  get  an 
army  sufficient  for  the   purpose  which  he  hud  to 
accomplish?    How  could   he  have  avoided  doing 
this?    Is   it  supposed   that  he  was  to  i;o  without 
these  troops;  was  this  idea  en'.ertairied  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War?    No;  I  make  no  such  accusation. 
And  does  sny  man  doubt  that  the  whole  |)lan  of 
the  campaign   was  settled  liere?     Doe.s  any  man 
doubt  that  before  General  Scott  left  this  city  it  was 
perfectly  understood  that  he  was  to  receive  from 


General  Taylor  the  forces  with  which  he  was  to 
capture  Vera  Cruz.  I  do  not  charge  upon  the  Ad- 
ministration the  abstirdity  of  ordering  Gen.  Scott 
to  take  Vera  Cruz  witho\it  troojis. 

The  honorable  Senator  also  condescends  to  reply 
to  another  part  of  my  remarks.     I  have  said   that  I 
General  Scott  complained  that  he  was  left  a  long 
time  without  sufficient  troops  at  Pucbla.     This  the  i 
honorable  Senator  tells  me  cannot  be  so,  because 
General  Scott  discharged  a  great  number  of  volun- 
teers before   their  term   of  service  expired;   thus 
proving  that  he  had  sufficient  force  to  enable  him  ; 
to  take  the  city  of  Mexico  without  them.     Now,  j 
I  believe  everybody  knows  the  reason  why  he  dis-  j 
charged  these  volunteers.     They  were  men  whose  j 
term  of  service  had  nearly  expired,  and  it  would  i 
have  expired  before  they  could  possibly  be  made 
serviceable,  and  they  had  refused  to  relenlist.     He  ! 
informs  the  Governinent  that  he  found  it  would  be  i 
better,  under  such  circumstances,  to  save  the  trouble  i 
and  expense  of  feeding  them  any  longer,  by  allow-  j 
ing  them  to  go  home;  but,  at  that  moment,  their 
services  and  the  services  of  many  more  were  requi- 
site, in  order  to  carry  on  the  war  with  success. 

Next,  the  Senator  fi-om  Illinois  tells  me  that  I 
must  stop  complaining  that  this  war  is  a  war  of 
aggression  and  conquest,  liecause,  forsooth,  he 
says  I  voted  for  the  war,  and  for  supplies  after  the 
war  was  begun.  I  thought  that  everybody  here — 
and  the  honorable  Senator  says  he  was  present 
in  the  Chamber  at  the  time  the  vote  was  given — I 
thought  that  everybody  who  heard  that  vote,  dis- 
tinctly understood  iny  position.  We  had  debated 
the  bill  froin  day  to  day,  detiying  the  truth  of  the 
preamble,  and  insisting  on  striking  out  that  which 
we  did  not  believe.  If  the  Senator  was  here,  he 
heard  us  on  this  side  implore  Senators  on  the  other 
side  to  permit  us  to  divide  the  bill  from  the  pream- 
ble declaring  the  war,  and  heard,  when  at  last  the 
vote  was  given,  many  Senators  give  their  votes 
in  these  words:  "Aye,  without  the  preamble." 
He  must  have  known,  also,  that  we  not  only  de- 
nied the  truth  of  the  preamble,  but  all  appealed 
to  the  justice  and  magnanimity  of  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  to  permit  us  to  divide  the  bill,  so 
as  to  vote  for  the  supplies,  which  we  believed  to 
be  necessary  to  rescue  our  army,  without  voting  a 
proposition  declaring  war  to  exist  by  the  act  of 
Mexico,  which  we  did  not  believe.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  was  that  we  voted  fifty  thousand 
men  and  ten  millions  of  dollars  supplies  to  our 
army  in  peril.  But  does  not  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor, if  he  was  present,  well  remember,  that  after 
our  appeal  to  the  other  side.  Senators  on  that  side 
rose  and  said  to  na,  "  We  agree  that  you  shall 
protest  against  the  preamble,  and  you  may  enter 
your  protest  upon  the  Journal  of  the  Senate:  at 
any  rate,  you  shall  be  understood  as  voting  for  the 
supplies."  The  Senator  from  Missouri  and  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  (the  lamented  Mr. 
Speight)  came  forward  and  publicly  entered  into 
this  understanding  with  us.  Let  the  honorable 
Senator  look  back  to  the  debate  of  that  day;  it  will 
speak  for  itself,  however  loosely  and  lan^ely  it 
may  have  been  reported,  as  I  recollect  was  the 
case  with  the  remarks  which  I  then  made.  In  re- 
gard to  supplies,  1  have  al\Vays  voted  for  them, 
and  have  differed  in  this  respect  from  some  of  my 
friends,  on  this  side,  whom  I  have  endeavored  to 
induce  to  take  the  saine  view  that  I  did.  And  even 
now  I  would  vote  all  necessary  supplies.  1  am  as 
anxious  to  sustain  the  honor  of  the  army  as  any 
man;  but  the  neiv  jiosition  which  the  President 
takes,  and  which  the  honorable  Senator  denies  to 
be  a  new  position,  puts  it  out  of  my  power  to  vole 
for  this  bill.  The  Senator  says  that  the  same  po- 
sition existed  formerly.  I  am  surprised  !  Why, 
it  was  declared  by  the  President  on  all  former  oc- 
casions that  it  was  not  the  purpose  of  the  Admin- 
istration to  make  this  a  war  of  conc|uest.  Had  I 
not  a  right  to  believe  this?  But  the  gentleman 
says  that  the  three-million  bill  inilieated  conquest. 
Sir,  there  is  nothing  like  it;  there  is  nothing  about 
territory  in  that  bill;  it  is  an  a[>propriation  of  three 
millions  of  dollars  to  effect  a  speedy  and  honor- 
able peace:  that  is  the  language  of  the  bill;  it  is  not 
staled  that  the  object  was  to  acquire  territory  by 
conquest.  No,  sir,  it  was  not  announced  until  the 
commencement  of  this  ses.?ion  that  territory  was 
to  be  acquired  by  any  such  means. 

I  regret  the  necessity  for  troubling  the  Senate 
so  long,  for  I  know  that  the  patience  of  Senators 
is  exhausted;  but  Ulesire  now  to  make  one  remark 
upon  iho  merits  of  the  bill.     We  are  now,  if  we 


pass  this  and  the  volunteer  bill,  to  send  thirty  thou- 
sand men  to  Mexico,  in  addition  to  those  already 
there;  and  this  large  army  is  to  be  raised  during 
an  armistice  with  a  country  with  which  we  have 
been  treating,  towards  whom  we  have  been  hold- 
ing out  an  idea  that  we  desire  peace.  What  will 
be  the  effect  of  such  a  measure  upon  them  ?  What 
would  be  the  effect  upon  any  nation  in  Christen- 
dom, which,  when  negptiating  with  another  nation, 
should  see  that  nation  deliberately  raising  thirty 
thousand  more  troops?  Would  not  such  a  raising 
of  troops,  pending  an  armistice,  occasion  the  im- 
mediate breaking  up  of  all  negotiations?  It  would 
be  looked  upon  as  a  deliberate  insult;  it  would  be 
regarded  as  an  attempt  to  accornplish  that  by  bra- 
vado— by  menace — which  could  not  be  obtained 
by  argument  and  fair  discussion. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  would  ask  whether  it  was  not 
a  Whig  Senator  who  declared  that  it  was  our  duty 
to  advance  with  the  sword  in  one  hand,  and  the 
olive  branch  in  the  other? 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  The  gentleman  who  made 
that  declaration  is  well  able  to  answer  for  himself. 
I  thank  the  Senate  for  the  patience  with  which  they 
have  heard  the  remarks  which  I  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  submit. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  As  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Mississippi  has  alluded  to  me,  1  will,  with 
the  permission  of  the  Senate,  remark,  that  I  did 
say  that  I  believed  this  war  was  regarded  as  a  la- 
mentable and  deplorable  war,  even  by  those  who 
considered  it  justifiable  and  warrantable,  and  that 
I  thought  it  would  be  highly  becoming  in  this  re- 
public to  adopt  a  course  characterized  by  magna- 
nimity, and  to  offer,  after  every  blow  that  might  be 
struck,  terms  of  peace.  I  never  found  fault  with 
too  much  solicitude  to  make  peace. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  The  Senate  need  not  be  ap- 
prehensive that  I  shall  detain  them  long.  1  wish 
merely  to  say,  that  it  is  true  that  the  honoraljle 
Senator  from  Delaware  protested  against  the  pre- 
amble to  the  bill;  but  the  debate  shows — and  I 
have  read  it  recently — that  the  ground  of  the  pro- 
test was,  that  they  did  not  believe  that  war  existed 
at  all,  it  being  doubtful  whether  Mexico  had  au- 
thorized the  attack  which  had  been  made  by  the 
Mexican  troops  upon  our  army. 

Mr.  CLAY^TON.  I  beg  leave  to  say,  that  the 
Sesator  is  entirely  mistaken,  as  he  will  find  by 
inquiring  of  any  Senator  who  was  in  this  Cham- 
ber at  the  time  war  was  declared. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Well,  I  leave  it  there.  Now, 
in  regard  to  General  Scott  seiidina:  home  the  vol- 
unteers whom  he  discharged,  previous  to  the  ex- 
piration of  their  period  of  service,  I  did  not  say 
that  he  had  enough  of  force,  for  I  do  not  know 
the  fact;  but  I  do  know  that  he  sent  thetn  back, 
and  I  know  they  refused  to  re-volunteer;  and 
why?  Because  they  were  required  tore-volunteer 
for  the  war,  instead  of  for  the  expedition  to  the 
city  of  Mexico.  Now,  in  regard  to  withdrawing 
the  troops  from  General  Taylor,  I  fear  the  honor- 
able Senator  will  not  only  find  it  difficult  to-night, 
but  at  any  time  hereafter,  to  show  that  it  was  the 
act  of  the  Administration,  or  thai  the  Administra- 
tion ordered  General  Scott  to  withdraw  them.  On 
the  contrary.  General  Scott,  being  the  superior 
officer  in  command,  took  the  responsibility  of 
withdrawing  those  troops.  And  now,  as  to  the 
question  where  he  was  to  get  troops  if  he  did  not 
take  those.  Before  the  battle  of  Monterey,  Gen- 
eral Taylor  had  something  like  sixteen  thousand 
troops;  of  these  he  left  at  least  two-thirds  inactive, 
whilst  he  proceeded  to  capture  the  town  of  Mon- 
terey with  the  remainder.  General  Scott  went 
down  to  Mexico  as  commander-in-chief  of  the 
army;  and  the  withdrawal  of  those  troopft  was  his 
act.  If  the  genllemay  supposed  it  would  reflect 
any  glory  upon  General  Scott,  he  would  have  at- 
tributed the  act  to  him,  there  is  no  doubt.  But 
here  is  the  difficulty.  General  Scotl  and  General 
Taylor  must  both  be  praised  and  exalted  al  the 
expense  of  the  Administration.  Their  faults,  if 
any  there  be,  must  be  charged  upon  the  Adminis- 
tration, whilst  the  merit  of  their  proceedings  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war  rests  wholly  with  themselves. 
One  general  rule  must  be  played  off  against  the 
othei^  for  political  purposes,  and  the  Administra- 
tion be  made  responsible  for  their  blunders,  if  there 
be  any,  in  this  Presidential  campaign.  If  gentle- 
men can  succeed  in  this  ganrie,  I  have  no  doubt  they 
will  make  considerable  political  capital. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  desire,  in  justice  to 
General  Scott,  to  stale  a  ftict.and  to  ask  ihe  Sena- 
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tor  from  Illinois  if  it  be  not  so.  If  I  am  correctly 
informed,  the  time  of  service  of  these  volunteers 
would  have  expired  in  a  month  and  a  half  or  there- 
abouts. Does  the  Senator  know  the  time  when 
these  troops  would  have  been  discharged  by  the 
terms  of  theii  enlistment.' 
•  Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  do  not  knovir  precisely,  but 
I  am  under  the  impression  that  their  time  would 
have  expired  in  .Tuly.  I  know  this,  however,  that 
the  men  were  willing  to  go  on  Vo  the  city  of  Mex- 
ico. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  What  autliority  had  General 
Scott  to  enlist  these  troops  for  six  weeks,  or  till 
they  entered  Mexico } 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  None  at  all;  but  the  Senator 
will  perceive  that  my  position  remains  altogether 
untouched.  I  have  shown  that  General  Scott,  on 
his  own  authority,  voluntarily  discharged  these 
troops  at  the  very  time  when  the  Senator  repre- 
sents him  as  being  compelled  to  weaken  General 
Ta}'lor!s  column  in  consequence  of  not  receiving 
reinforcements  from  the  War  Department. 

Mr.  NILES.  I  rise,  sir,  to  thank  the  gentle- 
men who  have  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
this  evening.  The  subject  is  so  entirely  fresh  and 
novel  that  f  might  have  voted  with  a  great  deal  of 
difficulty  had  it  not  been  for  the  able  arguments 
which  we  have  heard  this  evening,  by  which  I  have 
been  so  much  enlightened,  that  I  think  I  can  now 
vote  with  a  tolerably  safe  conscience!  Now^,  if  I 
receive  an  answer  to  one  question  which  I  desire 
to  ask  I  shall  be  entirely  satisfied.  I  do  not  know 
what  Senator  I  had  better  ask;  perhaps  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  Delaware  will  do  as  well  as  any 
other.  I  inquire,  then,  whether  in  his  conscience 
he  believes  it  is  the  destiny  of  this  country,  ulti- 
mately, to  swallow  all  Mexico  or  not.' 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  (jocularly.)  It  depends  upon 
what  the  people  shall  do  at  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion next  fall.  That  election  will  answer  the  Sen- 
ator fully.     Let  him  wait  till  that  event. 

Mr.  CASS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  which  were  ordered  and  taken, 
with  the  following  result: 

YEAS— Me-sff;.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Bag- 
by,  Benton.  Bradbury,  Breese,  Itutler, Cameron, Cass,  Davis 
of  Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Doualas,  Downs,  Felch, 
Foote,  Hannegan,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Ma- 
son, Moor,  Niles,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  Westcott,  and  Yulee— 
29. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Berrien,  Calhoun, 
Clarke,  Clayton,  Corvvin,  Crittenden,  Davis  of  Massachu- 
setts, Dayton,  Greene,  Hale,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Man- 
gum,  Phelps,  Underwood,  Upham,  and  Webster — 19. 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  tliis  hill  pass,  and  that  the  title  thereof  he 
as  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  House  of  llept'esentatives  therein. 

On  motion. 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  March  18,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  HUNT  rose  and  said  :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise 
to  discharge  a  mournful  and  unwelcome  duty. 
Upon  me  has  been  devolved  the  melancholy  task  of 
announcing  to  the  House  that  John  M.  Holley, 
one  of  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  has  departed  this  life.  He  died  at  Jackson- 
ville, in  Florida,  on  the  8th  instant,  after  a  pro- 
tracted illness,  which  he  endured  with  calmness 
and  Christian  resignation. 

1  feel  the  inadequacy  of  language  to  expres.s  the 
grief  with  which  I  am  penetrated  by  this  afflicting 
event.  The  nati.on  has  lost  one  of  her  noblest  sons, 
and  the  public  councils  are  deprived  of  the  services 
of  a  pure  patriot  and  a  wise  statesman.  The  esti- 
mation in  which  his  virtues  were  held  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Slate  to  which  he  belonged  forms,  of 
itself,  the  highest  eulogium  upon  his  character. 

Mr.  Holley  was  a  native  of  Salisbury,  in  Con- 
necticut, where  he  was  born  in  November,  1802. 
He  graduated  with  distinguished  honors  at  Yale 
College,  in  1822,  and,  after  pursuing  a  course  of 
legal  study  under  the  ablest  masters  of  the  law,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  New  York  bar  in  1825,  and 
commenced  practice  the  next  year  at  Lyons,  in 
Western  New  York,  where  he  has  ever  since  re- 
sided. His  learning,  caf)acity,  and  integrity,  soon 
placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of  his  profession.  To 
a  mind  at  once  brilliant  and  solid,  he  united  those 
generous  qualities  of  the  heart  which  attract  the 
love  and  confidence  of  mankind.    Popular  honors 


were  showered  upon  him,  and,  during  his  whole 
career,  he  enjoyed  the  most  gratifying  demonstra- 
tions of  public  regard.  In  various  stations  of  pub- 
lic trust  he  exemplified  the  remark  that  official 
elevation  is  made  truly  illustrious  by  the  personal 
worth  and  fidelity  of  the  incumbent.  In  the  Legis- 
lature of  his  State  he  gained  a  high  reputation  for 
eloquence  and  ability.  Ever  firm  and  unyielding 
in  the  assertion  of  what  he  deemed  to  be  the  truth 
and  the  right,  always  fearless  and  bold  in  the  ex- 
pression of  his  convictions,  yet  the  ingenuous  can- 
dor of  his  spirit  disarmed  hostility  by  winning  the 
admiration  and  friendship  of  political  opponents. 
Whilst  lie  had  no  personal  enemies,  no  man  could 
boast  a  more  devoted  "troop  of  friends."  He 
belonged  to  a  family  distinguished  for  patriotism 
and  public  spirit.  The  circle  of  his  nearer  kins- 
men embraced  several  hames  whose  public  ser- 
vices illustrate  the  annals  of  ourState;  among  them, 
Myron  Holley  and  Peter  B.  Porter,  the  compeers 
of  De  Witt  Clinton. 

At  the  Congressional  election  in  November,  1846, 
Mr.  Holley  was  elected  to  the  30th  Congress  by 
the  district  composed  of  Wayne  and  Seneca  coun- 
ties. At  the  time  of  his  election  he  was  in  the 
pride  of  manhood,  enjoying  the  fullest  degree  of 
health  and  vigor.  Perhaps  few  of  us  could  have 
anticipated  with  so  much  confidence  a  long  life  of 
honorable  usefulness.  His  numerous  friends  looked 
to  him  with  pride  and  hope,  assured  by  his  pre- 
vious career  that  he  would  speedily  reach  a  distin- 
guished eminence  in  the  councils  of  his  country. 
Had  it  pleased  an  all-wise  Providence  to  spare  the 
life  of  our  departed  friend,  none  who  kne.v  him 
can  doubt  that  he  would  have  held  a  place  in  the 
first  rank  among  the  most  conspicuous  and  useful 
members  of  this  body.  But  his  melancholy  fate 
reminds  us  of  the  inslabihty  of  worldly  honors, 
and  the  vanity  of  our  fondest  hopes. 

A  few  months  after  his  election  he  was  suddenly 
prostrated  by  an  attack  of  apoplexy.  His  strong 
constitution  withstood  the  shock,  and  he  gradually 
regained  his  health,  until  his  complaint  assumed  a 
new  form,  and  terminated  in  a  pulmonary  disease 
which  proved  fatal. 

He  came  to  the  Capitol  at  the  opening  of  the 
present  aession,  hoping  for  a  gradual  restoration  of 
health  which  should  enable  him  to  discharge  his 
public  duties.  But  he  was  advised  to  seek  a  milder 
climate,  and  soon  proceeded  to  Florida,  intending 
to  spend  the  winter  there,  and  resume  his  place 
upon  the  return  of  spring.  His  devoted  wife  ac- 
companied him  on  his  journey.  She  was  ever  by 
his  side,  "a  ministering  angel,"  to  cheer  and  solace 
his  sinking  spirit,  till  she  closed  his  eyes  in  death. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  he  was  sustained  in 
the  last  trying  hour  by  a  firm  Christian  faith  and 
devout  submission  to  the  Divine  will.  In  writing 
to  a  friend,  the  day  before  his  death,  he  said,  "With 
hopes  of  earthly  fame  or  distinction  I  have  done;  I 
seek  those  better  things  to  which  the  humblest 
votary  may  aspire. "  He  had  evidently  withdrawn 
his  thoughts  from  "  the  competitions,  factions,  and 
debates  of  mankind,"  to  contemplate  the  higher 
concerns  of  that  immortal  existence  upon  which 
he  now  has  entered. 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  commuriity  where  our  la- 
mented colleague  had  dwelt  so  long,  the  intelligence 
of  his  death  will  be  received  with  the  deepest  sor- 
row. Universally  beloved  while  living,  his  loss 
will  be  universally  mourned;  whilst  the  memory 
of  his  manly  graces  and  virtues  will  be  fondly 
cherished  by  all  who  knew  him. 

I  dare  not  trust  myself  to  speak  of  the. domestic 
circle  which  is  made  desolate,  and  the  hallowed 
ties  which  are  sundered  by  this  afflictive  dispensa- 
tion. Would  that  we  might  impart  consolation  to 
the  bereaved  family  by  the  expression  of  our  af- 
fectionate sympathy  and  condolence!  May  they  be 
sustained  and  comforted  by  the  protecting  power  of 
that  Supreme  Being  whose  merciful  promise  it  is 
to  be  the  widow's  friend  and  "a  father  to  the 
fatherless." 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  offer  the  following 
resolutions: 

Resotocd,  That  this  House  has  heard,  with  decpsensibility, 
the  annunciation  of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  John  M.Hollev, 
•A  member  fram  the  Slate  of  New  York. 

Resolved,  Tiiat  this  House  tenders  to  the  relatives  of  the 
deceased  the  expression  of  its  sympathy  on  this  aflecting 
event,  and,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the 
deceased,  the  members  and  officers  of  the  Mouse  will  go  into 
nmurninL'  by  wearing  crape  on  the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

Re<otvcd,  Tliat,  as  a  further  mark  of  respect  for  the  mem- 
ory of  the  deceased,  this  House  do  now  adjourn. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were 
presented  under  the  rule,  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  C.  E.  STUART :  The  memorial  of  the  members 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  thr  a  mail  route 
from  Battle. creek,  in  the  county  of  Callioun,  to  Michigan, 
the  seat  of  Government  of  said  State. 

By  Mr.  S.  LAWRISNCE:  The  memorial  of  J20  citizens 
of  Ontario  county.  New  York,  against  the  renewal  of  the 
patent  of  Jethro  Wood  for  his  iron  plough. 

By  Mr.  PUTNAM:  The  concBrrent  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  New  York,  against  any  such  change  in  the  "act 
concerning  pilots"  as  tended  to  destroy  or  diminish  the  com- 
petition now  existing. 

By  Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland:  The  petition  of  Adam 
Whann. 

By  Mr.  CHAPMAN:  The  petition  of  George  W.  Biscoe, 
of  Maryland,  for  compensation  for  property  destroyed  by  the 
British  forces  in  ilie  war  of  1812.    - 

By  Mr.  PEASLEE:  The  petition  of  certain  citizens  of 
New  Hampshire,  against  the  renewal  of  Jethro  Wood's 
patent. 

By  Mr.  MANN:  The  petition  of  Henry  Miller,  of  West- 
moreland county,  Pennsylvania,  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812 
with  Great  Britain,  praying  for  a  pen.Jion. 

By  Mr.  ROBINSON:  The  memorial  of -the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  John  Jackson,  pilot,  asking  for  a  pension  for  the 
loss  of  an  arm  i7i  the  action  with  the  Qerapis,  promised  him 
by  the  commander  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  and  sanc- 
tioned by  a  report  and  resolution  of  the  Continental  Con- 
gress. 

By  Mr.  CONGER:  The  remonstrance  of  60  citizens  and 
farmers  of  Cortlandt  county.  New  York,  against  the  further 
extension  of  the  patent  of'  Jethro  Wood  for  the  cast-iron 
plough.  Also,  the  affidavit  of  Jacob  Sanders,  jr.,  of  Homer, 
New  York,  showing  that  he  had  paid  four  hundred  dollars 
for  the  privilege  of  manufacturing  Jethro  Wood's  cast-iron 
plough. 

By  Mr.  BOWLIN  :  The  petition  of  S.  B.  Aden,  of  St. 
Louis,  praying  Congress  to  so  modify  the  post  office  laws  as 
to  place  periodicals  in  their  exchanges  on  the  same  footing 
as  the  newspapers — free  of  postage. 

By  Mr.  McCLERNAND:  The  proceedings  of  a  public 
meeting  in  Franklin  county,  Iflinois,  praying  Congress  to 
grant  a  quantity  of  land  to  assist  in  the  completion  of  the 
Great  Central  railroad  in  that  State. 

By  Mr.  BOWLIN  :  The  memorial  of  the  corporate  author- 
ities and  the  villagers  of  the  village  of  Carondelet,  in  Mis- 
souri, praying  the  confirmation  of  their  commons  according 
to  official  survey. 

By  Mr.  TWEEDY  :  The  petition  of  H.  N.  Wells  and  25 
others,  members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  Wisconsin, 
for.the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Fond  du  Lac,  via 
Hurmesville,  on  Fox  river,  to  Plover  Portage,  on  the  Wis- 
consin river,  in  Wisconsin. 

By  Mr.  GREEN  :  A  petition  for  a  pension  to  Mrs.  Maria 
Hogue,  widow  of  William  G.  Hogue,  deceased,  who  died 
while  in  service  in  the  Me.xican  War. 

By  Mr.  CRANSTON:  The  petition  of  Jonathan  Reynolds 
and  others,  praying  tlie  erection  of  buoys  in  Narraganset 
bay.  Also,  the  petition  of  David  Melville,  administrator  on 
the  estate  of  Benjamin  Fry,  deceased.  Also,  the  petition  of 
Charles  Bulfinch  and  others,  praying  that  the  title  to  certain 
lands  in  the  Territory  of  Oregon  may  be  confirmed. 

ByMr.  EMBREE:  The  petition  of  Samuel  Humphreys, 
M.  W.  Rowe,  and  other  citizens  of  Posey  county,. Indiana, 
praying  for  the  enactment  of  such  laws  as  will  prevent  laud 
monopolies,  &c. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois  :  The  petition  of  Hiram  Peno- 
yer  and  230  other  citizens  of  Union  and  other  counties,  in 
Illinois,  praying  a  grant  of  20.000  acres  of  land  to  establisha 
seminary  at  Western  Saratoga,  in  Union  county,  Illinois. 


IN  SENATE. 
Saturday,  March  18,  1848. 
Mr.  BREESE  presented  a  document  relating  to 
the  claim  of  Mr.  E.  Owen;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ASHLEY,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and,  after  a  short  time,  the  doors  were  reopened. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  withdrew  his  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  of  concurrence  in  the  amendments 
to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Paul 
Jones. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation 
to  improve  the  harbor  at  Port  Pontchartrain,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, announcing  the  death  of  the  Hon. 
John  M.  Holley,  a  Representative  from  the  State 
of  New  York;  which  having  been  read — 

Mr.  DICKINSON  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate 
as  follows: 

This  painful  message,  Mr.  President,  devolves 
on  me  the  melancholy  duly  of  paying  a  brief  trib- 
ute to  the  virtues  of  the  deceased,  and  of  askmg 
the  Senate  to  unite  in  the  custonutry  ceremonials 
of  respect  for  his  memory.  The  fearful  messeno-er 
Death  has  of  late  been  no  stranger  in  these  Halls. 
Eight  times  during  the  present  session  have  the 
members  of  this  Congress  been  called  to  put  on 
the  habiliments  of  mourning.  Eight  times  liave 
we  been  thus  significantly  admoni.shcd  of  the  luUle 
tenure  by  which  we  hold  life  and  earthly  honors. 
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Three  members  of  ilie  Senate  and  five  members  of 
the  Mouse  of  Representatives  since  the  last  session 
of  Conirress — some  al  the  meridian  of  manhood, 
and  others  Call  of  years  and  honors — have  been 
summoned  to  their  final  account.  "The  cup  goes 
round,  and  who  so  artful  as  to  put  it  by?" 

.TonM  Al.  HoLLEY,  the  lamented  suT^ject  of  this 
notice,  was  born  at  Salisbury,  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, in  November,  1802,  and  was  educated  at 
Yale,  wliere  he  graduated  with  distinguished  hon- 
ors ill  1822.  Having  choser^  as  his  pursuit  the 
legal  profession,  he  spent  one  year  in  the  celebrated 
law  school  of  Mr.  Gould,  at  Litchfield,  in  liis  na- 
tive State,  then  removed  to  the  State  of  New  York, 
where  he  completed  the  usual  course  of  prepara- 
tory studies,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1825. 
He  soon  after  opened  an  office  in  the  villaee  of 
Lyons,  in  the  coiuity  of  Wayne,  where  he  acquired 
an  extensive  practice,  and  where  he  continued  to 
reside  until  the  tune  of  his  death.  Besides  filling 
various  local  orlices  of  dignity  and  trust,  he  was 
chosen  to  represent  his  county  in  the  Assembly  of 
his  State  in  1838,  and  again  in  1841..  In  1846,  he 
was  chosen  to  represent  the  27th  Congressional 
district,  composed  of  the  counties  of  Seneca  and 
Wayne,  in  the  Thirtieth  Congress,  and  was,  at 
the  time  of  his  election,  in  the  enjoyment  of  health 
which  gave  promise  of  a  long  life  of  usefulness 
and  honor.  But,  about  one  year  since,  he  was 
struck  suddenly  down  with  a  fit  of  pulmonary  ap- 
oplexy, from  which  he  never  fully  recovered.  Be- 
ing desirous  to  discharge  with  fidelity  his  repre- 
sentative obligations,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session,  though  exceedingly  feeble  and  in- 
firm, he  repaired  to  iFie  Capitol,  and  took  part  in 
the  organization  of  the  House,  and  yielded  reluc- 
tantlylo  the  advice  of  his  physicians  and  friends 
to  seek  relief  in  repose  and  a  southern  clime.  Im- 
mediately after  the  opening  of  the  session,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Jacksonville,  in  the  State  of  Floiida, 
where  the  genial  influences  of  the  climate  seemed 
to  revive  him  for  a  se<xson,  and  his  friends  were 
flattered  with  the  hope  of  his  recovery.  But  a 
sudden  return  of  the  di.sease  brought  with  it  a  fatal 
termination,  and  he  expired  on  the  8lh  instant. 
Pie  died,  conscious  of  the  mighty  change  which 
awaited  him,  calm  and  resigned,  in  the  hope  of  a 
glorious  future.  The  companion  of  his  life,  who 
had  accompanied  him  with  that  fidelity  and  afTec- 
tion  known  only  to  woman,  was  i)re.sent  at  his 
bedside,  to  smooth  his  dying  pillow,  and  close  his 
eyes  in  death.  She  is  now  returning  to  her  deso- 
late home  with  all  that  is  mortal  of  a  beloved  and 
faithful  husband,  to  tell  her  children  they  are 
fatherless!  Into  that  sanctuary  of  private  grief  I 
may  not  obtrude;  for,  alas,  jiow  impotent  is  all 
human  consolation  ! 

I  had  long  known  the  deceased  by  reputation, 
and  in  1838  was  associated  with  him  in  the  New 
York  Legislature;  and  though  in  a  diU'erent  branch, 
I  recollect  full  well  how  highly  he  was  there 
esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a  citizen 
of  pure  morals  and  correct  deportment,  a  success- 
ful and  honorable  member  of  the  bar,  a  prudent 
and  able  legislator,  and  was  especially  beloved  for 
his  social  ajid  doinestic  virtues. 

Thus  lived  and  thus  dieii  Joum  M.  Holley,  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
thirtieth  Congress  of  iho  United  States — cut  ofl'in 
the  midst  of  liis  usefulness,  leaving  to  his  family, 
his  friends,  and  his  country,  the  priceless  legacy 
of  an  unblemi.<ihe,d  nnmo. 

iVIr.  D.  concluded  by  moving  the  usual  resolu- 
tions; which  having  been  adopted — 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
iVloNDAY,  Murck  20,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  S.'VWYER,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill,  of 
which  previous  notice  was  ^iven,  to  provide  for 
bringing  home  to  ihe  United  States  the  remains  of 
the  deceased  officers  and  soldiers  of  our  ('ountry 
who  were  killed  in  battle  or  who  died  in  Mexico 
during  the  present  war.     The  bill  is  as  follows: 

VVIii.TfJis,  by  a  rerniit  ircHly  orpciccacrccil  iiponljnuvocn 
tlii8  coiiiilry  unci  Mifxicn  liy  tlio  IliiiiccI  Stati-M  Kpnatc,  it  is, 
iimont;  other  tliiiiK'<,  sliimlati-d  and  ii'.ti'CmI,  iliat  llii'  United 
8tatuH  are  tovai-ali:  ullihi!  territory  h'iiiiIi  of  the  UiotJrandf  ; 
urid  wlieri^an,  iiiMtiy  of  our  gallant  ofTiccr^  iind  soUlicrs.  (vol- 
unteer.' anil  rogul.nrB,)  in  the  hour  of  danci-r,  ni-lipd  to  the 
tt)irke:jt  oflhu  lialtlc-i>triri;,and  fonnhtaiid  I'l;!!  in  dclcncc  of 
thr.ir  couiiiry's  rlRlitit  and  honor:  and  whureaM  the  voice  of 
humanity,  ever  alive  to  humau  HUiTering,  and  ever  active  in 


conuueinoratin;;  the  deeds  ofour  country's  defenders,  makes 
a  solemn  appeal  to  us  as  representatives  of  that  people  for 
whuni  they  ollVrcd  up  their  lives,  to  see  their  remains  res- 
cued from  their  present  inhospitable  graves,  and  suitably 
honored  with  Christian  burial,  so  that  their  remains  may  be 
protected  by  that  flag  for  which  they  so  nobly  fought  and 
died,  and  that  their  dust  may  repose  in  their  own  land  and 
country:  Tlierelore. 

Be  :t  cnaclal,  iVc,  That  tlie  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  anil  he  is  hereby,  aiitl\orized  and  required  to  appoint  some 
suitable  persons,  not  exceciliti!;  tiiree,  to  proceed  to  j>le.\ico 
SO;  (ion  as  he  shall  ileeui  <'xpedient,  and  cause  the  remains 
of  the  deceased  ollicers  and  soldiers  of  die  Ajiierican  army 
to  be  removed  to  some  appropriate  spot  within  the  United 
Stales,  and  there  interred  in  a  manner  eoniniensurate  with 
their  high  deserts  as  American  patriots,  and  in  a  way  appro- 
priate to  the  nation. 

Sec  2.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of 
any  money  111  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to 
cany  into  full  ellect  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Mr.  SAWYER  said  he  did  not  think  it  neces- 
sary to  refer  this  bill  to  any  standing  committee  of 
the  House,  but  he  thought  it  should  go  directly  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  that  it  should  be  made  the  special  order 
for  some  particular  day — say  the  4th  of  July  next. 

This  was  a  subject  (he  pioceeded  to  remark)  in 
which  he  felt  a  deep  interest;  and  he  thought,  if  it 
was  understood  by  the  House,  there  would  be  but 
little  objection  to  the  pi'oposition  which  he  made. 
He  proposeil  by  this  bill  to  appropriate  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  purpose  specified;  and  he  had 
ascertained  by  calculation  satisfactory  to  himself, 
that  this  sum  would  be  amply  sufficient.  It  was 
known  that  the  remains  of  inost  of  our  officers  and 
many  of  our  soldiers  who  had  fallen  in  iViexico, 
and  who  had  wealthy  friends,  had  been  brought 
home  at  private  expense;  and  in  Ohio,  and  several 
other  States,  appropriations  had  been  made  out  of 
the  public  funds,  the  treasure  of  the  people,  to  bring 
home  the  remains  of  their  deceased  fellow-citizens 
v.'Jio  had  suri-endered  up  their  lives  in  fighting  the 
battles  of  their  country.  Now,  Congress  wei-e 
spending  money  every  day  for  purposes  no  more 
laudable.  ' 

I'he  bill  explained  upon  its  face  (he  said)  the 
objects  which  he  had  in  view.  In  the  first  place, 
as  he  had  remaikcd,  most  of  our  oflicers  had  been 
brought  home  and  interred,  some  of  them  at  the 
public  expense  of  the  States  in  which  they  resided, 
others  at  the  exjiense  of  individuals;  but  there  were 
hundreds  of  poor  soldiers  who  had  died  fighting 
the  battles  of  the  country,  and  to  protect  that  flag 
under  which  they  fell.  We  had  surrendered  by 
the  treaty  a  large  portion  of  the  territory  we  had 
conquerejj,  or  had  gi\"^n  it  back  to  the  Mexicans, 
and  he  desired  that  this  small  pittance  should  be 
bestowed  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  home  the 
balance  of  our  soldiers,  so  that  they  might  repose 
beneath  the  folds  and  under  the  stars  and  stripes 
of  our  own  flag,  which  would  be  a  guarantee  to 
protect  their  dust  from  desecration.  He  had  so 
little  confidence  in  the  Mexican  character  as  to  feel 
no  surety  but  as  soon  as  our  army  was  withdrawn 
from  that  territory,  the  bones  ofour  brave  soldiers 
would  be  dug  up  and  sold  to  the  lampblack  maker, 
if  they  pleased. 

Wliai  protection  should  we  provide  for  them? 
Were  they  not  worthy  of  the  honors  contemplated 
in  this  bill.'  Let  us  send  a  vessel,  and  gather  up 
the  mouldering  dust,  the  naked  bones  of  as  many 
as  was  possible.  We  could  not  get  them  all;  but 
let  us  show  our  good  disposition  to  do  so;  let  the 
nations  of  the  world  know  that  we  do  it  and  pay 
for  it  from  the  public  purse.  Let  their  mortal  re- 
mains be  brought  homo  to  American  soil,  to  be 
protected  by  the  flag  under  which  they  fought  and 
died.  Where  would  we  find  a  common  grave  for 
them.'  He  would  suggest  that  an  approjiriate  one 
might  be  selected  al  or  near  the  battle-field  of  New 
Orleans,  and  there  they  bo  interred  with  the  bodies 
of  those  brave  men  who  in  former  years  fell  under 
General  Jackson,  defending  their  country  against 
the  outrages  of  Great  Britain.  If  a  convenient  one 
could  not  be  found  there,  let  them  be  taken  to  the 
bank's  of  the  Mississippi,  near  the  residence  of 
General  Taylor,  under  whose  command  they  died. 
That  brave  old  soldier,  he  would  warrant,  would 
give  a  suitable  place  for  their  interment,. where 
passers-by,  up  and  down  the  Mississippi  river, 
should  look  on  their  last  resting-place;  or  they 
might  be  taken  to  Boston,  to  Bunker's  Hill,  to  this 
Federal  city,  or  to  his  own  district — to  Fort  De- 
fiance, where  the  Ijones  and  dust  of  many  brave 
men  lie,  and  there  erect  a  .suitable  monument  to 
commemorate  their  deeds  of  greatness  and  valor. 

He  had  made  these  suggestions  in  order  to  call 


the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  proposition.  Let 
those  gentlemen  who  were  disposed  vote  against 
it.  It  would  take  probably  fifty  thousand  dollars 
to  carry  out  the  objects  of  the  bill.  Now,  what 
was  that.'  It  had  cost  probably  twice  as  much  to 
bury  one  individual — the  distinj!;uished  statesman 
%vho  had  recently  died  in  this  Halt.  That  was  all 
right.  It  was  due  to  his  chai'acter,  as  a  tribute  of 
respect  to  that  great  man.  The  apjiropriaiion  he 
proposed  was  no  less  due  to  those  men  who  had 
fought  and  died  in  Mexico,  in  defence  of  the  rights 
and  honor  of  thetr  country.  He  hoped  the  mo- 
tion he  had  made  would  be  sustained. 

Mr.  HASKELL  said  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  struck  him  very.singularly. 
It  might  spring  from  the  purest  and  best  motives, 
and  he  should  be  sorry  to  fntimate  that  the  motives 
which  had  influenced  him  in  bringing  it  in  were 
other  than  those  of  a  humane  and  generous  charac- 
ter. But  the  proposition  was  so  strange,  so  im- 
practicable, so  singular,  that  it  seemed  to  him  it 
must  have  had  its  origin  in  no  other  motive  than 
that  of  a  desire  to  make  some  political  capital  or 
influence  some  portion  of  the  relalives  of  the  fallen 
soldiers,  and  that  the  gentleman  was  not  animated 
by  those  lofty  and  disinterested  motives  which  the 
bill  on  its  face  would  seem  to  indicate.  Now,  he 
(Mr.  H.)  was  opposed  to  anything  in  the  shape 
of  humbuggery,  come  from  wherever  it  might, 
from  this  side  or  from  the  other  side  of  the  House; 
and,  regarding  this  as  having  its  origin  peculiarly 
in  such  a  s|)irit,  he  should  oppose  it. 

What  could  we  do  with  these  remains.'  How 
could  we  get  them  together?  How  could  they  be 
distinguished  after  we  did  ijetthem  together?  They 
were  a  heap  of  undistinguished  dust,  sleeping  in  a 
mass  ofundistinguished  graves.  They  slept  every- 
where, all  over  the  country;  and  not  only  that, 
they  were  buried  in  the  blue  depths  of  the  ocean, 
and  had  rolled  down  the  turbid  waters  of  the  Rio 
Grande  to  the  bosom  of  the  Gulf.  They  slept  in 
the  chaparral,  or  were  piled  into  graves  by  dozeii.s 
at  a  time,  all  over  the  country,  and  they  could 
never  he  distinguished.  Better  far  do  a  more  char- 
itable thing  tlian  this  bringing  back  the  undistin- 
guished bodies  of  the  dead.  If  the  gentleman 
wanted  to  do  real  service  to  humanity;  if  he  want- 
ed to  benefit  anybody;  if  he  wished  to  bind  up  the 
broken  heart,  or  pour  consolation  into  the  bosoms 
of  the  bereaved  friends,  let  this  money  be  devoted 
in  the  shape  of  pensions,  to  the  relief  of  the  widows 
and  orphans  of^  those  who  had  fallen.  If  the  pur- 
jioses  of  philanthropy  were  to  be  subserved;  if  the 
objects  of  the  gratitude  of  the  country  were  to  be 
advanced;  if  anything  practicable  was  to  be  done, 
let  them  divert  the  money  to  a  channel  where  it 
could  be  made  useful,  and  where  it  could  be  prac- 
tically appropriated. 

Upon  the  battle-fields  of  Mexico  our  own  dead 
slept,  indiscriminately  mixed  with  the  dead  of  the 
enemy;  and  how  would  we  know  but  we  w-ere 
bringing  back  the  dead  bodies  of  the  enemy,  to 
bedew  them  with  the  tears  of  the  nation?  How 
would  we  know  but  the  bodies  of  some  of  the 
deadliest  foemen  who,  in  the  secret  chaparral;  had 
thrown  the  lasso  around  the  necksof  some  unwary 
soldier,  would  be  placed  here  beneath  a  mauso- 
leum, and  watered  with  the  tears  of  a  nation's  grati- 
tude? The  proposition  was  ridiculous,  absurd. 
He  yielded  to  no  man  in  devotion  to  the  patriotism 
and  the  noble  feelings  that  carried  our  brave  sol- 
diers to  the  field  of  battle.  He  respected  the  mem- 
ory of  those  who  had  fallen;  he  honored  those 
who  lived.  They  were  his  fellow-comrades,  bound 
to  him  by  the  remembrance  of  common  dangers, 
by  all  the  ties  that  bound  friend  to  friend.  The 
boys  with  whom  he  had  been  brought  up  and  edu- 
cated; with  whom  he  had  gone  out  to  the  battle; 
whom  he  had  commanded;  those  dearest  to  his 
bosom,  slent  there  in  one  heap  of  undistinguished 
dust  near  tnat  of  those  who  slew  them.  Willing 
as  he  was  that  their  remains  should  be  brought 
back  when  they  could  be  by  private  means,  and 
where  seasonable  measures  had  been  taken  to  se- 
cure and  identify  them,  he  was  utterly  opposed 
to  this  foolish  and  useless  expenditure. 

Mr.  HARALSON  remarked,  that  all  proper 
honor  and  respect  was  due  to  the  remains  of  those 
who  had  died  in  a  forei<rn  land  beneath  the  flag  of 
the  United  States.  Such  was  his  feeling.  But  it 
was  unnecessary  for  him,  at  this  lime,  further  to 
state  his  opinion  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be 
taken.  He  had  risen  for  the  jiurpose  of  slating  to 
the  House  that  this  subject  had  been  under  the 
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consideration  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  tiiat  tiiey  had  directed  tlie  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Burt]  to  make  a  report  to 
this  House,  in  the  shape  of  a  resolution  or  resolu- 
tions. What  its  precise  nature. would  be,  he  was 
not  able  to  stale;  but  it  was  sufficient  for  him  to 
state  that  the  subject  was  considered  at  the  last 
meeting  of  the  committee,  and  a  report  would  soon 
be  made  to  the  House. 

It  would  not  be  amiss,  therefore,  if  this  proposi- 
tion, identified  in  some  degree  with  the  military 
operations  of  the  country  in  tiieir  consequences, 
should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs.  That  committee  would  soon  make  their 
report,  and  they  would  go  as  far  as  practicable  to 
remove  the  remains  to  our  own  shores  of  those 
who  had  gallantly  fell  in  a  foreign  land.  In  no 
spirit  of  hostility  to  the  object  proposed  to  be  at- 
tained by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  as  far  as  it  was 
practicable,  but  with  a  view  to  a  more  close  and 
minute  examination  as  to  how  far  it  was  practica- 
ble to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  he  would 
move,  if  it  would  take  precedence  of  the  other  mo- 
tion, to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  that  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances, the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  would  have 
precedence  over  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia.  But  as  this  bill  involved  an  appropria- 
tion, and  must  go  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  the  Chair  would  first  put 
the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs;  and  if  that  sliould  not  prevail,  it  .would  go 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  withouLa  vote. 

Mr.  SAWYER  said  he  had  no  objection  that 
the  House  should  make  what  disposition  it  pleased 
of  the  bill.  He  was  charged  by  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Haskell]  with 
offering  this  bill  as  a  humbug.  '  It  might  perhaps 
be  a  humbug  in  the  gentleman's  estimation.  But 
he  assured  the  gentleman,  and  every  member  of 
this  House,  that  he  had  introduced  it  for  no  such 
purpose,  but  with  the  best  of  motives.  He  did 
not  understand  the  gentleman  as  charging  him  with 
doing  it  with  the  intention  of  humbugging,  but  that 
the  gentleman  hiirself  considered  it  a  humbug. 
He  (Mr.  S.)  considered  it  not  a  humbug.  He 
moved  it  with  honest  and  genuine  motives,  and 
he  was  willing  at  any  time  to  cast  his  vote  for  it, 
and  to  stand  upon  it  before  his  constituents.  He 
had  no  objection,  if  the  House  saw  fit,  to  its  going 
to  a  committee,  if  it  were  not  to  be  smothered  there. 
He  wished  the  House  to  dispose  of  it  as  they 
pleased. 

.  The  question  being  taken,  the  bill  was  referred 
to  the  Comjnittee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  asked  leave  to  introduce  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  Prpsident  be  requested  to  inform  this 
House  why  the  correspondi^rice  heretofore  called  foi  by  the 
following  resolution  liiis  not  been  furnished  to  the  House  : 

"i?e!oi/,crf,  That  Ihe  President  of  the  Uniied  States  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  to  this  House  copies  of  all  correspondence 
between  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Major  General  Scott,  and 
between  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Major  General  Taylor, 
and  between  Major  General  Scott  and  N.  P.Tiist,  late  Com- 
missioner of  the  United  States  to  Mexico,  and  between  the 
latter  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  has  not  heretofore 
been  published,  and  the  publication  of  which  may  not  be 
incompatible  wiili  the  public  interest." 

The  reception  of  the  resolution  being  objected 
to— 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  moved  to  suspend  the  rules; 
which  motion  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays; 
Yeas  84,  nays  84. 

Two-thirtJs  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  by  leave,  intro- 
duced bills,  of  which  previous  notice  was  given,  of 
the  following  titles,  viz: 

A  bill  granting  a  quantity  of  land  to  the  State 
of  Mississippi  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
navigation  of  certain  rivers  inthatState.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  bill  supplemental  to  an  act  to  confirm  the  sur- 
vey and  location  of  claims  for  lands  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi  east  of  the  Pearl  river  and  south  of  the 
3lst  degree  of  north  latitude,  approved  March  3, 
1845.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

Mr.  TWEEDY,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill,  of 
which  previous  notice  was  given,  viz: 


A  bill  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Wiscon- 
sin into  the, Union.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Territories. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  gave  notice  that  he  would  intro- 
duce a  bill  of  the  following  title:  "An  act  declaring 
Whitehall,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  a  port  of 
entry." 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  by  general  con- 
sent, offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
read  and  agreed  to: 

Resolvcil,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  graduating  the 
price  of  the  public  lands  acconliiig  to  the  lollowing  rules, 
that  is  to  say:  lands  that  have  been  offered  for  tive  years 
and  not  sold,  to  be  now  offered  at  one  dollar  per  acre  ;  lands 
that  have  betn  ofl'ered  for  ten  years  and  not  sold,  to  be  now 
offered  at  seventy-five  cents  per  acre  ;  and  lands  tliat  have 
been  ofi'ered  for  fifteen  years  and  not  sold,  to  be  ofl'ered  at 
fifty  cents  per  acre ;  and  hereafter  at  the  end  of  every  twelve 
months,  reckoning  from  the  l.-t  day  of  July,  1849,  there  shall 
be  a  further  reduction  of  twelve  and  one-half  cents  peracre 
in  the  price  of  all  public  lands  tliat  have  been  on  that  day 
offered  five  years  or  more,af]d  these  rules  sliall  be  wbserved 
ill  disposing  of  lands  hereafter  to  be  offered ;  and  all  lauds 
not  sold  within  twelve  months  after  the  piice  is  reduced  to 
twelve  and  one-half  cents  per  acre,  shall  be  relinqulslitd  to 
the  States  within  which  tliey  lie,  respectively,  for  tiie  pur- 
poses of  education  :  Provided,  Tliat  no  fee  or  reward  shall 
be  [laid  by  or  accepted  from  any  pupil  for  tuition  at  a  school 
supported  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the  lands  thus  relinquished. 

Mr.  BROWN  offered  the  following  series  of 
resolutions,  which  were  read  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Clerk  of  this  House  bi;,  and  he  is  here- 
by, instructed  to  send  under  his  frank  lliree  copies  of  the 
printed  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  lor  the  year 
1B47  to  the  Governor  of  each  State  and  Territory  in  the 
Union,  for  the  use  of  such  State  or  'territory,  and  two  copies 
to  the  clerk  of  the  county  court  of  each  county  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  lor  the  use  of  tlie  county ;  and  hereafter,  in  all 
cases  where  an  extra  number  of  any  document  is  ordered 
to  be  printed,  it  shall  be  Die  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
ol'  Representatives,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  House, 
to  transmit  said  document  to  the  States  and  counties  as  is 
herein  directed  ;  and  to  this  end  he  shall  n^serve  from  the 
first  copies  delivered  by  the  printer  a  sufficient  number  to 
supply  the  demands  of  this  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk,  before  he 
sends  the  documents  above  referred  to,  to  have  the  sauie 
well  bound. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WENTWORTH, 

Resohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  graduating  the  rate  of 
iiewspaptT  postage  according  to  the  number  of  miles  over 
which  they  are  transported;  also,  into  the  expediency  of 
restoring  to  postmasters  the  privilege  of  receiving  a  certain 
number  of  newspapers  free  of  postage. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WENTWORTH, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing"  by  law  that  any  landless 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  any  other  adult  landless  per- 
son, who  will  legally  testify  that  he  has  taken  the  necessary 
st:'ps  to  become  a  citizen,  and  intends  to  be  so  .as  soon  as 
possible,  may  possess,  by  actual  residence  and  cultivation, 
so  long  as  he  shall  continue  landless,  and  destitute  of  the 
means  of  purchasing  land,  a  certain  quantity  of  the  public 
lands  now  remaining  uiisoid'and  unclaimed  under  any  of  the 
preemption  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  thus  secure  every 
person  a  farm  who  is  willing  to  dwell  upon  aiidcultivate  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TWEEDY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  at 
the  present  session  lor  the  prosecution  of  the  harbor  im- 
piovements  at  Potosi,  Wisconsin  Territory. 

Mr.  TWEEDY  offered  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  read,  and  laid  over  one  day  under  the 
rule: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  requested 
to  inform  this  House  what  has  been  done  by  the  accounting 
ofhcdrs  of  the  Treasury  Department  to  carry  into  efl^ect  that 
section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  August  -29,  1842, 
directing  them  to  audit  and  settle  the  expenses  of  the  Legis- 
lative .\ssemhly  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  not  then 
closed  and  settled,  and  what  steps,  if  any,  have  been  taken 
to  procure  the  settlement  of  said  expenses  by  said  officers, 
or  to  ascertain  the  amount  thereof;  what  instructions,  if  any, 
have  been  given  to  the  late  or  to  the  present  Secretary  of 
said  Territory  in  relierence  to  the  settlement  of  said  ex- 
penses; and  what  moneys,  if  any,  have  been  intrusted  to 
either  of  the  said  Secretaries  for  that  purpose,  and  what  dis- 
position has  been  made  and  what  account  has  been  rtndered 
of  the  same  ;  and  if  any  portion  of  such  expenses  have  been 
settled  and  paid  and  the  vouchers  thereof  received,  when 
and  by  whom  were  the  same  paid,  and  what  is  the  aggregate 
amount  thereof;  and  that  he  especially  be  requeslrd  to  in- 
form this  House  what  causes  have  jirevented  or  delayed,  or 
do  now  prevent  or  delay,  the  auditing  and  payment  of  that 
portion  of  said  expenses  still  unsettled,  and  what  things,  if 
any,  are  necessary  tri  be  done  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of 
said  Territory  now  holding'  the  vouchers  for  these  expenses, 
in  order  to  obtain  the  settlement  and  payment  theieof  with- 
out delay. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CROWELL, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  a  mail-route  from  the  town  of  Kinsman,  in  the 
county  of  Trumbull,  to  the  city  of  Cleveland,  in  the  coiinty 
of  Cuyahoga,  in  the  State  of  Ohio. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FRENCH, 

Reiolved,  That  the  Comniittie  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  iiupiire  into  the  expediency  of 
CMtablishing  a  post-route  from  Winohestcr,  in  Clarke  county. 


in  Kentucky,  via  Reuben  Rucker's,  Walter  Gonde's,  and 
the  month  of  Woodward's  (.'reek,  to  Irvine,  in  Estell  coun- 
ty, and  also  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post-rouie 
from  Kiddville,  in  (JIarke  countv,  Kentucky,  to  intersect  the 
above  named  route  at  the  said  Gonde's. 

Mr.  M.  HAMPTON  presented  certain  resolu- 
tions from  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  relative 
to  Asa  Whitney's  plan  for  constructina:  a  railroad 
from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Refer' 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Ro-ids  and  Canals. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  favor  of  the 
establishment  of  a  mail-route  between  Dalton  and 
Dahlonega.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  asked  leave  to  present  resolu- 
tions of  the  Democratic  Convention  held  in  Cocke 
county,  Georgia,  in  relation  to  the  war  with  Mex- 
ico. Mr.  L.  asked  that  the  resolutions  be  read. 
Objected  to. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  moved  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended for  the  purpose  of  having  the  resolutions 
read.  Disagreed  to,  two-thirds  not  voting  in  favor 
thereof. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  granting  leave  to 
Mr.  Lumpkin  to  present  the  said  resolutions,  and 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  gave  notice  of  his  inten- 
tion to  ask  leave,  on  some  future  day,  to  bring  in 
a  bill  to  provide  for  the  issuing  a  land  patent  to 
Thomas  B.  Clark. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communication  from  the  President  of  the 
Uniied  States: 

Washington,  March  20,  1848. 
To  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  transmit  herewith  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  Secretary  of  War,  witli  the  accompanying  documents, 
in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Re|ire- 
sentatives  of  the  7th  february,  1848,  requesting  the  Piesi- 
dent  to  communicate  to  that  House  "copies  of  all  corre- 
'  spondence  between  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Major 
'General  Scott,  and  between  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
'General  Taylor,  and  between  Major  General  Scott  and 
'  N.  P.  Trist,  late  Commissioner  of  the  United  States  to 
'Mexico,  and  between  the  latter  and  the  Secretary  of  State, 
'which  1ms  not  heretofore  been  published,  and  the  piiblica- 
'tlon  of  which  may  not  be  incompatible  with  the  public 
'interests."  JAMEi  K.  POLK. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  CLING- 
MAN and  Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  as  to  the 
printing  of  an  extra  number  of  copies  of  the  mes- 
sage and  docuiTients  just  read  to  the  House — 

Mr.  HENLEY  moved  a  resolution,  instructing 
the  Committee  on  Printing  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  printing  ten  thousand  copies  extra  of 
the  message  and  accompanying  documents 'this 
day  received  and  read  to  the  House. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GOTT,     • 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  making  newspapers  free 
of  postage  within  thirty  miles  of  the  place  of  publication,  and 
within  the  <  ounty  where  the  same  are  published. 

On  motion  of  Mi-.  TURNER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dimating  a  portion  of  the 
public  lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois  lor  the  improvement  of 
Rock  river. 

Mr.  CROZIER  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  report  to  this  House 
the  amount  of  money  that  has  been  collected  at  the  different 
ports  of  Mexico,  in  consequence  of  the  order  from  the  War 
Department,  issued  in  March  last;  and  also  what  sums  have 
been  collected  in  the  interior,  under  any  orders  issuing  from 
any  military  commander;  and  that  he  cause  a  tabular stale- 
ment  to  be  made  of  the  manner  in  which  the  same  has  been 
disbursed,  similar  to  that  required  by  the  acts  of  the  21st  of 
April,  1818,  and  March  3,  1809,of  appropriations  which  have 
been  made  by  law. 

Mr.  CROZIER  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspend- 
ed forthe  purpose  ofactingon  the  resolution;  which 
motion  was  ilecided  by  yeas  and  nays :  Yeas  110, 
nays  65. 

Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

The  resolution  accordingly  lies  over  under  the 
rule. 

EXPENSES  OF  INDIAN  DEPARTMENT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Rockwell,  of  Mas.sachusetts,  in 
the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  current  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  &c., 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1849. 

The  reading  of  the  bill  for  information  having 
been  dispensed  with,  it  was  read  by  items  for 
amendment. 
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Mr.  SAWYER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing, at  the  end  of  the  first  item,  the  following  pro- 
viso: 

«  Provided  that  no  money  appropriated  by  the  provisions 
of  this  acl  shall  he  applied  for  the  education  of  Indian  chil- 
dren, except  for  the  support  of  schools  within  the  territory 
of  the  various  Indian  tribes." 

Mr.  SAWYER  said  lie  felt  himself  constrained, 
by  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  Indians,  to  the  country, 
and  to  liimself,  to  oppose  certain  things  that  had 
been  going  on  in  relation  to  this  academy  for  a 
number  of  years — since  1825. 

Mr.  VINTON  (Mr.  S.  yielding)  suggested  that 
at  page  six  of  the  bill  would  be  found  an  appropri- 
ation for  tlie  Choctaws,  and  that  his  colleague's 
amendment  would  more  properly  come  in  at  that 
part  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SAWYER  continued,  and  referred  to  House 
document  on  this  subject  of  the  session  of  1841-42, 
to  shosv  that  the  amounts  of  money  appropriated 
for  the  education  of  Indian  children  at  iKis  Choc- 
taw academy  (for  there  were  there  the  children  of 
various  tribes,  although  it  was  called  the  Choctaw 
academy)  since  1825,  had  been  enormous,  and  they 
had  gone  into  the  hands  of  Colonel  Johnson  for  his 
special  benefit.  It  was  with  some  degree  of  regret 
that  he  made  the  statement  and  proposed  this 
amendment,  for  no  man  held  Colonel  Johnson  in 
higher  estimation  than  he.  He  found,  on  looking 
into  the  'report,  that  about  $290  per  annum  had 
been  paid  for  every  child  taught  in  that  academy. 
There  was  a  plenty  of  public  institutions  in  this 
country  who  would  be  glad  to  teach  these  chil- 
dren— to  give  them  every  particle  of  tuition  they 
received  at  this  Choctaw  academy,  for  ^50;  and  he 
■wished  to  show  the  manner  in  which  this  thing  had 
been  done. 

At  the  time  the  treaties  were  going  on  with  the 
different  tribes  of  Indians,  the  Choctaws  particu- 
larly, the  department  here  insisted  on  having  a 
portion  of  their  annuities  appropriated  to  defray- 
ing the  expenses  of  a  certain  number  of  children 
•educated  at  the  Choctaw  academy.  The  Indians 
time  and  again  refused.  Colonel  Johnson  came  on 
here  from  time  to  time  and  would  insist  on  having 
one  more  year's  appropriation.  It  had  been  grant- 
ed, notwithstanding  an  article  in  the  treaty  that  no 
portion  of  the  money  should  be  appropriated  to  the 
education  of  the  Choctaw  children  at  the  academy. 
Look  at  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
AfTaii-s.  He  was  decidedly  opposed  to  further  ap- 
propriations for  this  academy,  and  thought  the 
Indians  should  be  educated  in  their  own  nation. 
Now,  if  Congress  did  not  prohibit  it  by  law,  this 
BHine  process  would  be  repeated.  Some  !j|,10,000, 
or  )^15,000,  or  §20,000,  had  been  expended  annu- 
ally, and  had  not  done  the  Indians  a  dollar's  worth 
of  good.  It  had  been  expended — he  said  it  here 
in  his  )ilace — for  the  benefit  of  ihis  man,  who  had 
cslablislied  the  academy,  and  not  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Indians.  Instead  of  its  being  necessary  to 
pay  this  $289  or  $290  per  yeaj-  for  the  education 
of  a  single  Indian  child,  the  War  Department  had 
written  proposals  before  it  to  take  them,  clothe, 
board,  and  educate  them,  for  $50  a  year.  But,  as 
long  as  it  was  not  expressly  prohibited  by  law, 
Colonel  Johnson  would  come  on  here,  as  he  had 
done  this  year,  and,  in  0])en  violation  of  treaty 
stipulations,  <;et  this  ap)iropriation  for  his  benefit. 
Since  1825  the  document  he  held  in  his  hand  show- 
ed there  had  been  expended  at  this  single  academy 
$474,000 — almost  half  a  million  dollars — enough  to 
educate  every  Indian  child  in  the  United  States. 
By  looking  at  the  list  of  contingent  expenses,  it 
would  be  seen  that  each  Indian  ciiild  had  to  pay  a 
certain  sum  for  the  use  of  the  academy  building. 
He  ventured  to  say  that  Colonel  Johnson  had  got 
paid  in  this  way  ten  times  over  for  this  building; 
and  yet  n  bill  was  now  before  the  Senate  making 
an  a|>[)ropriatu)n  to  pay  him  for  the  building.  He 
entered  his  solemn  protest  a<;ainst  this  kind  of  pro- 
ceeding; he  caied  not  whether  a  personal  or  politi- 
cal friend  was  involved  in  it,  as  long  as  he  held  a 
seat  on  this  floor  he  would  expose  it  at  all  hazards. 
He  made  the  statement  from  the  book  when  he 
asserted  that  this  gentleman  had  been  comino-here 
year  by  year  for  the  la.st  two  or  three  years— not- 
withstanding there  was  a  positive  prohibition  in 
the  ti-eaty,  notwithstniuling  ihc  Indians  po.sitivcly 
refused  to  treat  with  the  provision  in  it  that  one  of 
their  childi-en  should  go  to  that  academy — and  re- 
ceiving his  api)ropriation.  And,  furthermore,  he 
ventured  to  say  we  had  paid  ^10,000  more  than 
we  needed  to  have  done,  because  certain  individu- 


als wanted  to  get  this  small  annuity  for  Colonel 
Johnson's  academy.  He  spoke  from  the  book 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  here  interposed, 
and,  Ihe  floor  being  yielderl,  with  no  little  warmth 
and  some  harshness,  repelled  as  false  the  charge  of 
swindling  and  villany,  if  any  such  charge  had 
been  made,  upon  Colonel  Johnson. 

Mr.  SAWYER  (continuing)  said  he  charged 
just  what  he  had  stated.  He  made  no  charge  of 
swindling  upon  Colonel  Johnson.  He  said  there 
liad  been  swindling  going  on;  and  he  had  stated 
that  Colonel  Johnson  came  here,  and  made  his  ap- 
plication, and  had  obtained  his  object;  and  that 
one  of  these  treaties  had  cost  $10,000  more  than 
it  would  have  cost  had  this  appropriation  been  left 
out. 

Some  further  conversation  passed  between  Mr. 
Sawyer  and  Mr.  Johnson;  after  which — 

Mr.  SAWYER  (continuing)  specified  the  con- 
tingenfcexpenses  charged  for  collecting  the  Indian 
childi'en,  bringing  them  to  the  academy,  boarding 
on  the  way,&c.,  as  those  of  which  he  particularly 
complained.  Although  he  complained  of  the  gen- 
eral extravagance  of  the  appropriations  connected 
with  the  Choclaw  academy,  he  did  not  (he  said) 
charge  the  Colonel  with  swindling;  for  probably 
he  had  done  just  what  the  gentleman  from  Arkan- 
sas and  himself  would  have  done — got  a  good  bar- 
gain; but,  after  he  had  signed  an  agreement  with  Mr. 
T.  Hartley  Crawford,  late  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  that  he  would  make  no  more  applications, 
he  had  come  on  here  two  or  three  times  since,  and 
got  this  appropriation. 

Mr.  BOYD,  the  floor  being  yielded,  explained, 
that  although  he  had  not  examined  into  this  matter 
particularly,  he  had  understood  the  other  day  froin 
the  Secretary  of  War  that  there  was  a  provision 
in  the  late  treaty  with  the  Choctaws,  providing,  that 
if  the  Indians  should  so  elect,  that  school  should 
be  continued  at  the  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Ken- 
tucky; and,  under  that  provision,  the  Secretary  of 
War  had  issued  his  proclamation,  that  in  case  the 
Indians  did  so  elect,  the  school  should  be  so  con- 
tinued. That,  he  understood,  was  the  provision 
of  the  treaty. 

Mr.  SAWYER  (continuing)  said  that  was  the 
fact;  and  it  was  to  this  he  had  just  been  referring 
when  he  had  said  that  one  treaty  cost  $10,000  more 
than  it  need  to  have  done,  had  not  this  provision 
been  inserted. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  this  subject  had  been  brought 
under  the  investigation  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Allan's 
had  been  examined  by  that  committee.  His  state- 
ment, in  substance,  was,  that  with  the  exception  of 
one  tribe,  (for  there  were  several  tribes  whose  chil- 
dren were  placed  in  that  school,)  the  Indians  had 
all  given  notice  that  they  would  take  their  children 
home  at  the  end  of  the  now  current  year.  The 
number  of  scholars  in  that  school,  he  believed  the 
Commissioner  said,  was  about  fifty;  and  afier  those 
had  left  who  were  to  be  taken  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  it  would  leave  only  some  eight  or  ten  who 
would  remain,  and  the  school  would  probably, 
therefore,  be  discontinued,  as  there  would  not  be 
scholars  enough  left  to  justify  keeping  it  up.  Tliat 
seemed  to  be  the  understanciing  of  the  Commis- 
sioner. Now,  in  that  state  of  the  case,  of  course 
the  money  provided  for  the  Choctaws  in  this  bill 
would,  in  conformity  with  the  treaty,  be  exjiended 
on  the  Indians. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  said  he  be- 
lieved efforts  had  been  made  for  the  last  four  or 
five  years  to  stop  this  institution.  The  subject 
had  been  for  one  or  two  sessions  carefully  exam- 
ined, and  he  believed  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Vinton]  had  given  a  correct  version  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  institution  was  to  be  closed 
up.  At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs  had  examined  this  matter 
with  some  care.  Charges  that  savored  somewhat 
of  severity  had  been  brought  against  the  manage- 
ment of  the  institution;  and  he  regretted  very  much 
that  his  friend  from  Ohio,  who  was  generally  very 
correct,  should  have  allowed  himself  at  this  time 
to  go  into  a  repetition  of  the  charges  which  came 
up  then,  and  were  examined  by  the  committee. 
As  far  as  they  at  that  time  examined  the  subject, 
this  institution  had  been  conducted  with  perfect 
propriety,  so  far  as  Colonel  Johnson  wa.s  concern- 
ed, and  the  exceptions  taken  were  to  the  course  of 
some  of  its  teachers. 

But,  as  this  institution  would  be  necessarily 
closed  up,  and  as  he  did  not  understand  that  any 


appropriation  was  here  made  for  it,  but  that  it  had 
heretofore  been  supported  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  for  the  education  of  the  Indian  children,  it 
was  but  just  to  Colonel  Johnson  and  to  the  Gov- 
ernment that  he  should  briefly  recur  to  its  history. 

Mr.  SAWYER  inquired  (Mr.  Thompson  yield- 
ing) if  he  understood  the  gentleman  from  iXlissis- 
.sippi  to  say  that  no  appropriation  was  contained 
in  the  bill  for  this  academy,  and  if  this  had  not 
been  the  case  for  years.-' 

Mr.  THOMPSON  replied  that  it  had  been  sus- 
tained for  two  or  three  years,  and  lie  believed  pre- 
viously, out  of  the  contingent  fund  for  the  pur- 
poses ofeducation  among  the  Indians.  The  present 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  in  the  report  to 
which  the  gentleman  had  referred,  had  expressed 
his  opinion  against  the  continuance  of  this  acad- 
emy, but  yet  had  recommended  no  such  provision 
of  law  as  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 
None  was  necessary. 

This  academy  (Mr.  T.  proceeded  to  say)  had 
been  of  immense  service  to  the  Indians.  It  had 
been  the  first  great  means  of  introducing  education 
among  the  Choctaws  and  among  other  tribes. 
Citizens  had  been  there  from  all  the  various  tribes, 
who  had  returned  educated  men;  and  he  ventured 
to  assert  that,  at  this  time,  there  was  as  high  a 
standard  of  education  in  academies  contained  in 
the  Choctaw  nation  as  there  was  in  many  of  the 
academies  in  the  States.  The  teachers  were  edu- 
cated at  this  Choctaw  academy  at  the  Great  Cross- 
ings, Kentucky.  Although  it  was  now  believed 
that  the  best  system  of  educating  the  Indians  was 
to  connect  with  the  cultivation  of  the  mind  instruc- 
tion in  the  various  mechanic  and  agricultural  arts, 
and  this  by  way  of  manual  labor  schools  within 
the  Indian  territory,  yet  let  justice  be  given  to 
whom  justice  was  due.  It  was  perfectly  evident 
that  this  academy  had  been  of  immense  service; 
many  of  the  chiefs  of  the  various  tribes  were  edu- 
cated men,  and  had  been  educated  there;  and  when 
we  had  induced  Colonel  Johnson  to  expend  a  large 
sum  of  money  in  building  that  academy,  to  with- 
draw all  support  from  him  suddenly  would  be  un- 
just. He  did  not  understand  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  charge  swindling  upon  Colonel  Johnson. 
He  believed  that  a  careful  examination  would  show 
that  there  liad  been  no  impropriety  on  his  part. 

He  thought  v/e  had  much  reason  to  congratulate 
ourselves  that  we  were  making  so  rapid  progress 
in  the  advancement  ofeducation  among  the  Indian 
tribes.  For  the  last  few  years,  by  the  action  of  the 
missionary,  aided  and  assisted  by  the  benevolent 
and  liberal  views  of  the  department,  institutions 
had  been  established  annong  them  upon  the  manual 
labor  system,  and  had  been  the  means  of  introdu- 
cing among  them  not  only  religion  and  science,  but 
a  knowledge  of  all  the  industrial  pursuits  of  civil- 
ized life,  and  many  of  the  tribes  now  presented  a 
state  of  improvement  far  above  many  of  the  States 
of  Mexico.  Our  Indians  upon  our  western  frontiers 
were  turning  out  annually  men  capable  of  filling 
any  office — divines,  and  men  of  minds  capable  of 
distinguishing  themselves  upon  any  theatre  of  ac- 
tion. 

This  Choctaw  academy  was  the  foundation  of  all 
this  improvement.  It  had  not  only  given  the  spring 
to  knowledge  and  science,  but,  by  receiving  the 
chiefs  of  the  different  tribes,  had  led  to  the  forma- 
tion of  acquaintance  and  friendship,  resulting  in 
lasting  harmony  between  them  of  incalculable  value. 
Surely,  then,  we  ought  to  have  some  grateful  feel- 
ings not  only  to  tlie  man  who  established  but  to 
those  who  had  conducted  and  maintained  this  in- 
stitution. 

But  now  that  a  disposition  was'manifested  among 
the  Indians  to  take  their  childi'en  home  to  be  edu- 
cated, he  concurred  in  the  policy  of  it.  Let  it  be 
done  in  a  liberal  way.  It  would  be  done,  he  had 
reason  to  believe,  without  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment,  and  he  hoped  that  by  this  or  any  other 
action,  they  would  not  do  anything  which  could 
be  construed  into  an  intimation  that  they  were 
disposed  to  set  at  naught,  cut  oil",  or  even  reproach 
those  who  liad  heretofore  sustained  this  institu- 
tion. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  he  was  in  favor  of  imposing 
a  limitation  upon  the  expenditure  of  the  money 
appropriated  by  this  bill  for  the  purposes  of  edu- 
cation among  the  Indian  tribes;  but  he  would  like 
to  havethegentleman  fi'om  Ohio  modify  his  amend- 
ment, so  that  it  should  not  apply  exclusively  to  the 
Choctaw  academy,  but  that  it  should  provide  that 
no  money  hereby  approj'jriated  for  school  purposes 
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should  be  expended  elsewhere  t1ian  within  the  In- 
dian country.  He  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
principle  of  limiting  the  expenditure  of  this  appro- 
priation within  the  Indian  territory. 

Mr.  SAWYER  signified  his  willingness  to  mod- 
ify his  amendment  in  the  manner  suggested. 

Mr.  McKAY  remarked  that  he  had  then  Inita  sin- 
gle word  to  say  in  relation  to  this  proposition.  The 
gentleman^ from  Mississippi  was  wholly  mistaken 
when  he  said  that  the  means  heretofore  expended 
at  this  academy  had  been  taken  from  what  was 
called  the  contingent  fund.  This  was  not  so.  There 
was  no  such  fund,  except  a  fund  of  $10,000,  or 
under.  There  was  a  fund  of  $10,000  for  what 
were  called  civilization  purposes — for  the  purpose 
of  civilizing  the  Indian  tribes — a  part  of  which  had 
been  applied  to  the  purposes  of  education,  but  not 
the  whole  of  it.     * 

The  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs (he  said)  showed  that  the  Cherokees  had 
appropriated  out  of  their  own  funds  $25,000,  and 
were  now  engaged  in  building  a  large  and  substan- 
tia] academy,  the  Choctaws  had  five  seminaries, 
and  there  were  several  others  scattered  throughout 
the  difl^erent  tribes.  By  referring  to  this  report  V)f 
the  Commissioner,  gentlemen  would  find  all  these 
and  other  facts  specifically  stated. 

He  referred  to  the  statement  of  Mr.  Yinton, 
relative  to  Mr.  Medill's  communication  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  in  which  he  had 
conveyed  the  idea  that  this  Choctaw  academy  in 
Kentucky  would  close  at  the  end  of  the  present 
fiscal  year.  Arrangements  had  been  made  (he 
said)  with  Colonel  Johnson,  by  which  the  opera- 
tion of  the  school,  so  far  as  depended  upon  the 
appropriation  of  moneys  by  the  Government,  was 
to  cease  at  the  termination  of  the  present  fiscal 
year,  on  the  1st  of  July  next;  but  it  was  rumored 
about  the  streets,  that  he  had  succeeded  in  obtain- 
ing a  postponement  of  the  execution  of  this  ar- 
rangement— how  long,  he  (Mr.  McK.)  had  not 
learned. 

Mr.  VINTON  inquired,  if  this  arrangement  had 
been  entered  into  subsequently  to  Mr.  Medill's 
beintc  bef  ire  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.' 

Mr.  McKAY  replied  m  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  he  had  never  before  heard 
of  it.  He  had  stated  what  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs  (Mr.  Medill)  had  said. 

Mr.  McKAY  (continuing)  said,  he  made  no  im- 
putation upon  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  It  was  true,  as  the  gentleman 
had  said,  that  this  arrangement  had  been  made, 
but  it  had  subsequently  been  altered,  as  he  under- 
stood. Now,  he  (Mr.  McK.)  was  in  favor  of 
carrying  out,  of  executing  this  original  plan.  This 
Was  not  a  new  idea  with  him.  Gentlemen  who 
had  been  at  the  head  of  the  War  Department  would 
bear  him  witness  that  for  ten  or  twelve  years  he 
had  uniformly  appealed  to  them  to  recommend  to 
Congress  to  limit  the  expenditure  of  this  money, 
of  these  large  sums  (for  it  was  upwards  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  annually,  and  some  years  reached 
twenty-five  thousand  dollars)  to  be  expended  for 
the  purposes  of  education  within  the  limits  of  the 
Indian  lril)es;  and  if  this  policy  had  been  adopted, 
it  would  have  resulted  in  incalculable  advantages 
to  the  Indians. 

He  rejoiced  to  see  this  spirit  of  improvement 
awakened  among  the  various  tribes.  To  be  sure, 
they  were  called  the  pupils  of  the  Government;  he 
would  be  glad  to  see  them  reach  their  majority, 
and  become  independent.  He  rejoiced  to  see  the 
Cherokees,  and  Choctaws,  and  even  the  tribes  in 
the  North,  everywhere  building  up  schools,  and 
educating,  not  r>n\f  their  sons,  Ijut  their  daughters. 
The  Cherok«es  had  appropriated  out  of  their  own 
money  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  education,  for  building  up  schools,  &c. 
Let  the  large  sums  of  money  appropriated  by  us, 
in  addition  to  their  own  appropriations,  be  expend- 
ed within  the  limits  of  the  various  tribes;  let  man- 
ual-labor schools  be  established;  let  all  the  arts — 
let  blacksmiths,  shoemakers,  and  artisans  of  all 
descriptions — go  in  arnong  them,  and  the  boys  be 
taught  all  these  trades;  let  the  farms  be  cultivated 
in  the  neighborhood  of  these  schools,  and  let  them 
be  taught  how  to  use  the  plough,  and  be  made 
familiar  with  the  other  operations  of  agriculture. 
That  was  not  all.  By  the  expenditure  of  this 
money  for  purposes  of  education  within  the  triles, 
Indian  villages  would  be  built  up,  markets  would 
be  created,  and  the  necessity  for  agricultural  laljor 
and  productions  would  stimulate  them  to  the  raising 


of  corn  and  other  grains,  and  familiarize  the  Indians 
to  the  various  industrial  pursuits  of  the  whites. 
Thus  immense  advantages  would  be  conferred 
upon  them. 

He  made  no  imputation  at  all  upon  the  character 
of  those  who  had  been  connected  with  the  Choc- 
taw academy  in  Kentucky,  but  these  considera- 
tions, he  said,  convinced  him  that  it  was  far  better 
that  the  money  should  be  expended  within  the  In- 
dian territory;  and  as  the  Secretary  of  War  had 
now  the  lil)erty  to  expend  it  at  his  discretion — 
every  dollar  of  it  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States  if  he  pleased — he  wished  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  modified,  as  he  had  sig- 
nified his  willingness  it  should  be,  to  be  adopted, 
and  thus  every  expenditure  of  it  without  the  Indian 
territory  be  prohibited. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  diiTered  from 
Mr.  McKat  in  that,  while  he  was  decidedly  in 
favor  of  the  establishment  of  schools  within  tlie  In- 
dian territories,  he  thought  in  many  cases  it  v/ould 
be  of  benefit  to  those  who  passed  through  the  lower 
stages  of  instruction  there,  to  come  into  the  States 
to  spend  the  last  year  of  their  instruction  at  our 
schools.  He  was  willing,  then,  to  vote  for  an 
amendment  which  should  prohibit  any  further  ap- 
propriation of  this  money  to  establishing  or  keep- 
ing up  schools  within  the  States,  but  was  unwilling 
that  the  restriction  should  be  so  extended  as  to 
prevent  the  appropriation  of  a  part  of  the  money 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  those  who  were  sent  into 
the  States  to  spend  the  last  year  of  their  instruc- 
tions. 

Mr.  BOYD  (Mr.  T.  yielding)  wished  to  inquire 
of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  who,  from  his 
position  on  the  Committee  of  Indian  Afl'airs  for 
several  years,  was  very  familiar  with  the  whole 
subject,  whether  anything  had  appeared  in  his  in- 
vestigations, going  to  impeach  the  honor  or  the 
conduct  of  Colonel  Johnson  connected  with  this 
academy  ? 

Mr.  THOMPSON  entered  into  some  explana- 
tions to  show  that  Colonel  Johnson  was  not  ob- 
noxious to  any  censure. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  he  had  expressly  disclaimed 
any  impeachment  of  the  character  of  Colonel  John- 
son. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  concurred  in  the  propriety 
of  spending  this  money  in  the  Indian  territories, 
but  the  proviso,  as  jiroposed,  was  much  too  strin- 
gent, inasmuch  as  it  would  prevent  the  President 
selecting  any  Indian  youths  to  receive  an  education 
in  the  higher  branches  than  those  taught  in  the 
schools  located  among  the  tribes.  If  there  were 
abuses,  let  them  be  corrected;  but  he  hoped  noth- 
ing would  be  done  to  throw  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  the  education  of  these  people.' 

Mr.  POLLOCK  had  doubts  of  the  power  of  this 
House  to  enter  upon  such  legislation.  An  amount 
of  money  Was  to  be  expended  to  promote  educa- 
tion among  the  Indian  tribes  by  certain  treaty  stip- 
ulations. It  was  placed  in  the  President's  hands 
for  that  purpose,  and  he  would  like  to  know  how 
it  could  be  brought  under  the  control  of  Congress. 
Treaty  stipulations  were  above  the  action  of  Con- 
gress; how  then  could  they  in  this  case  dictate  to 
the  President .'  He  would  not  deprive  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  right  to  select  young  Indians  for  the 
purpose  of  sending  them  to  the  States  to  be  edu- 
cated. He  believed  not  only  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion, but  of  the  civilization  of  the  tribes  would  be 
promoted  by  it.  Many  had  been  so  educated,  and 
thus  they  had  been  enabled  to  promote  the  interest 
of  those  tribes,  and  he  hoped  the  amendment  would 
not  prevail. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Kentucky,  urged  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  to  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment; and  after  a  brief  conversation,  in  which  Mr. 
McKAY,  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  Mr. 
SAWYER,  and  Mr.  CLARKE,  took  part,  the 
amendments  were  withdrawn. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  in  the  reading  of  the 
sections  until  he  arrived  at  the  item  of  $3,000  for 
the  payment  of  annuities  to  the  Chickasaws,  in 
accordance  with  a  stipulation  in  the  act  of  25th 
February,  1799. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  amend  the  item  under 
the  head  of"  the  Chickasaws:" 

"  For  education  for  fifteen  3'pais.  ?tii>uliit(i(l  in  tlie  second 
article  oltlK'  .■■iipplciiieMt  to  tlie  treaty  of  tlic  i24Hi  May,  ia34, 
(f  1,01)0  liaviiig  huretDiori;  been  appropriated,)  $:J,Ul.O." 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  called  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  this  item,  and 
expressed  a  desire  for  information  in  relation  to  it. 


He  wished  to  know  why  this  annuity  was  paid 
at  all.? 

Mr.  McKAY  replied  that  it  was  an  old  acquaint- 
ance. That  appropriation  had  been  made  ever 
since  the  year  1799.  He  had  not  seen  the  original 
agreement  by  virtue  of  which  it  was  paid,  though 
he  had  applied  for  it. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  then  remarked,  that  it  appear- 
ed the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  recom- 
j  niended  the  payment  of  an  annuity  without  know- 
ing what  it  was  for. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  it  was  perfectly  immaterial" 
to  him  what  it  was  for.  The  Government  had 
made  an  agreement  with  this  Indian  tribe  to  pay 
this  annuity;  the  law  required  it  to  be  paid,  and 
this  estimate  was  iti  conformity  with  the  act  of 
Congress  which  required  it  to  be  made.  The  com- 
mittee were  only  carrying  out  the  law. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  it  seemed  to  him  they 
should  know  what  obligations  they  were  under  to 
the  tribe  of  Indians,  before  they  voted  this  appro- 
priation. If  we  were  under  obligations  to  them, 
let  the  money  be  appropriated;  if  not,  strike  it 
out. 

Mr.  VINTON  replied  that  so  long  as  the  law 
remained  in  force  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  bring  in  appropriations  in 
accordance  with  law.  Perhaps  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the 
consideration  for  which  the  money  was  required  to 
be  paid,  but  he  did  not  conceive  it  to  be  the  duty 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  make 
the  examination. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  had  no  intention  to  cast  any 
imputation  on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  iVieans. 
He  moved  to  strike  out  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  McKAY,  before  the  vote  was  taken  on  the 
motion  to  strike  out  the  item,  wished  to  say  a  word 
in  its  defence.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  would 
see  that  this  appropriation  was  required  by  an 
agreement  made  some  time  prior  to  the  year  1799, 
and  the  appropriation  was  made  in  pursuance  of 
such  agreement,  and  also  in  pursuance  of  law. 
This  Government  had  been  going  on  making  the 
appropriation  for  the  last  fifty  years.  Every  Ex- 
ecutive, every  Secretary  of  War,  every  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  had  considered  it  a  permanent 
annuity,  made  so  by  a  solemn  agreement,  which 
was  recognized  on  their  statute  books. 

Mr.  HUDSON  also  argued  that  it  was  a  perma- 
nent annuity,  which  the  faith  of  the  Government 
was  pledged  to  paj^  He  thought  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  could  not,  nor  should  not,  be 
required  to  go  behind  the  statute.  If  it  were  so 
in  this  case,  they  would  be  required  to  do  it  in  all 
cases,  and  their  duties  would  become  more  ardu- 
ous than  they  could  endure;  but  he  did  not  so 
understand  it.  If  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  were  to  be  required  to  go  behind  every 
statute  and  inquire  into  the  reasons  for  their  enact- 
ment, they  would  have  not  only  to  examine  every 
subject  that  crime  before  Congress,  but  all  corre- 
spondence,.and  every  communication,  and  all  the 
treaties,  and  all  the  laws  that  related  to  both  our 
foreign  and  domestic  relations,  from  the  commence- 
ment of  this  Government  to  the  present  day. 

Mr.  SIMS  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  reported 
progress. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  that  from  and  after  this 
day,  the  daily  hour  of  meeting  shall  be  eleven 
o'clock. 

Objections  being  made,  he  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rules;  pending  which  motion, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  March  20,  1848. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  the  county  of  Penobscot,  in  Maine,  pray- 
ing the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  or  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment; the  motion  to  receive  which  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Louisiana,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  judicial 
district  north  of  Red  river,  in  that  State;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Arkansas,  praying  the  establisliinent  of  a  mail 
route  from  Raymond  to  Camden,  in  that  State; 
which  was  referred  (o  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 


508 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  20, 


Mr.  CASS  presented  the  petition  of  E.  P.  Hast- 
ings    prayins;   compensation   for  his   services   as 
pension  agen't  for  the  State  of  Michigan;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 
PRIVATE    BILLS. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  Amzy 
Judd,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  White, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  D.  A.  Wat- 
lerton,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be 
priiued.  _, 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  from  the  same  Committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Columbus 
Alexander  and  Theodore  Barnard,  submitted  a  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  hill  for  their  relief;  which 
bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading, 
and  the  report  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BADGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aflairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Da- 
vid Myeile,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  his  relief;  which  bill  was.read  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  H. 
While,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  tlie  petition  of 
Wm.  W.Wall,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  .Tohn  Wall, 
deceased;  which  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of  Charles  Cappell,  re- 
ported it  without  amendment. 

SCHOOL  LANDS  IN  FLORIDA. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  concerning 
the  school  lands  in  the  State  of  Florida,  reported  it 
with  an  amendment. 

AMERICAN  HEMP  FOR  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  YULEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aflairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  joint  resolution 
to  promote  the  purchase  of  American  hemp  for 
the  use  of  the  American  navy,  reported  it  with  an 
amendment,  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Be  it  rciolvcil,  ^c,  That  tlio  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be,  and 
he  is  licrc-liy,  autliorized,  if  in  his  opinion  it  will  he  advan- 
tageous to  the  publit;  interests,  to  make  contracts  lor  any 
term  not  excepdinjj  five  years,  for  the  purchase  of  Amo.ricun 
watfr-rolted  lump  for  the  use  of  tht  United  States  navy,  pro- 
vided the  same  ran  be  had  of  equal  quality  with  tlie  best 
furKJzii  hemp,  and  at  a  price  not  exceeding  the  averape  price 
of  such  hemp  for  the  last  five  years — the  inspection  and  de- 
livery to  be  at  tlie  place  of  purchase. 

Mr.  YULEE  asked  for  the  immediate  consider- 
ation of  the  resolution;  which  motion  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  resolution  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  question  was  about  to  be  put  on  the  pas.sage 
of  the  resolution,  when — 

Mr.  CAMERON  objected  to  the  motion.  He 
would  prefer  that  the  bill  lie  over  until  to-morrow. 
There  were  other  interests  to  be  looked  to — certain 
articles  knowti  as  coal  and  iron,  for  instance.  The 
present  resolution  was  for  the  protection  of  west- 
ern interests  alone. 

Mr.  NILL'^S  made  some  remark  not  distinctly 
heard,  in  which  he  appeared  to  be  congratulating 
the  Senator  from  Florida  on  the  new  lights  he 
seemed  to  have  received  in  respect  to  the  protec- 
tion of  American  interests. 

Tlie  resolution  was  then  passed  over. 

EXAMINERS   OF   PATENTS. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on  Pat- 
ents and  the  Patent  Office,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  l)ill  of  the 
,  Senate,  to  provide  additional  examiners  in  the  Pat- 
ent Office  and  for  other  purposes,  reported  thereon, 
with  a  recommendation  that  the  Senate  disagree  to 
the  amendments  of  the  House. 


Mr.  WESTCOTT  asked  for  the  immediate  con- 
sideration of  the  amendments.  The  question  being  1 
about  to   be  put  upon  concurj-ing  in  the  amend-  ; 
nients —  | 

Mr.  TURNEY  said  he  hoped  the  question  would  | 
be   divided   and   taken   upon  the  first  amendment  ; 
separately.     He  believed  that  the  salary  of  an  ex-  ] 
aminer  of  patents  was  now  some  fifteen  or  eighteen  j 
hundred  dollars,  and  he  knew  no  good  reason  why 
it  should  be  raised  to  tweiity-fivc  hundred.     He 
thought  that  this  was  hardly  an  appropriate  time  , 
tor  an  increase  of  salaries,  when  the  country  was 
involved  in  war,  and  had   no  superabundance  of 
revenue  to  dispose  of.     He  thought  it  would  be 
proper  to  concur  with  this  amendment  to  strike  out 
the  twenty-five  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  WESTCOl'T  remarked  that  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  were  unanimous  in  disagree- 
ing to  the  amendments  of  the  House,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  first  amendment,  and  a  majority  of 
the  committee  were  in  favor  of  disagreeing  to  that 
amendment.  The  bill  as  it  originally  passed  the 
Senate,  he  said,  gave  to  each  of  the  examiners  in 
the  Patent  Otfice  a  salary  of  twenty-five  hundred 
dollars.  The  House  amendment  proposed  to  re- 
duce it  to  two  thousand.  The  fixing  of  the  salary 
at  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  was  on  consultation 
with  the  Commissioner;  and  those  having  busi- 
ness with  the  Patent  Oflice  considered  it  as  a  mat- 
ter of  the  very  first  importance,  as  we  are  obliged 
to  have  men  of  the  highest  scientific  attainments, 
and  who  are  acquainted  with  the  French  and  Ger- 
man languages.  The  Senate  will  perceive  the  ne- 
cessity for  an  increase  of  salary  wlien  I  state  the 
fact,  that  within  the  last  five  years  examiners  who 
have  received  eighteen  hundred  dollars  a  year, 
finding  that  the  salary  was  not  adequate  to  the 
service  required,  and  that  they  could  make  twice 
as  much  money  by  acting  as  agents,  have  re- 
signed their  ofKces.  I  think  that  the  salary  pro- 
posed is  not  too  large;  and  I  will  mention  the  fact 
that  the  money  does  not  come  out  of  the  treasury. 
Tlie  law  provides  that  it  shall  be  taken  from  the 
receipts  of  the  Patent  Office,  and  ttiat  office  has 
already  a  fund  of  some  seventy  thousand  dollars. 
I  hope  that  tlie  Senate  will  concur  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  committee,  and  disagree  with  the 
amendments  of  the  House. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  This  is  simply  a  question 
of  demand  and  supply.  In  my  judgment,  u  salary 
of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  is  necessary,  for  the 
reason  that  you  cannot  get  competent  men  for  a 
smaller  salary.  The  office  cannot  be  filled  by  mere 
politicians  or  mere  clerks.  The  gentleman  filling 
that  office  must  bean  encyclo|Dredia  of  science,  and 
though  he  may  not  be  required  to  converse  fiiuently 
in  German  and  in  French,  it  is  necessary  that  he 
should  be  able  to  read  those  languages,  because  he 
is  required  to  consult  scientific  works  in  the  Ger- 
man and  Frencii  languages,  in  order  to  determine 
whether  an  invention  presented  is  a  new  one.  And 
he  must  be  acquainted  with  chemistry,  in  all  its 
details;  in  short,  he  must  be  qualified  for  one  of 
the  most  learned  proliessorships  in  our  institutions 
of  learning.  Now,  you  cannot  get  men  possessing 
these  qualifications,  for  less  than  twenty-five  hun- 
dred dollars  a  year.  The  number  of  such  men  is 
comparatively  small;  the  demand  is  greater  than 
the  supply.  You  can  get  men  to  take  the  office 
for  one  thousand  dollars  a  year;  but  you  cannot 
get  men  who  are  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties 
for  that  suin.  I  am  not  for  high  salaries  generally, 
but  this  is  one  of  those  cases  which  require  liberal 
salaries. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  understand  the  purport  of  this  amendment. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT.  The  bill  originally  pro- 
posed to  give  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  a  year 
to  the  examiners  of  the  Patent  Office.  The  House 
struck  out  twenty-five  hundred  and  inserted  two 
thousand.  The  committee  proposes  to  disagree 
with  this  amendment  of  the  House. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Well,  I  hope  the  Senate  will 
disagree  to  the  amendment.  A  salary  of  twenty- 
five  hundred  dollars  is  quite  a  low  one.  The  duties 
are  laborious,  and  ihcy  require  men  of  high  scien- 
tific attainments.  I  think  that  the  examiners  should 
have  a  higher  salary  than  the  Commissioner,  as 
they  have  the  whole  of  the  labor  to  perform.  1 
hope  that  the  Senate  will  disagree  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  TURNEY.     Before  the  question  is  taken, 
j  I  desire  to  say  a  single  word. 
I      Mr.  ATHERTON.     As  I  perceive  that  the  de- 


bate upon  this  hill  is  likely  to  continue,  T  would 
like  to  have  it  laid  over  until  to-morrow,  for  it  ia 
very  desirable  that  the  Senate  should  proceed  with 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropriations 
to  supply  the  deficiencies  for  the  current  fiscal 
year. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATHERTON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  postr 
poned  until  lo-moirow. 

THE  FRANKING  PRIVILEGE. 
Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  B.\DGER  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  declare  the  true 
intent  and  meaning,  so  far  as  respects  the  franking 
privilege  of  members  of  Congress,  of  the  act  ap- 
proved the  first  of  March,  1847,  and  of  the  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage,  to 
limit  the  use  and  correct  the  abuse  of  the  franking 
privilege;  and  for  the  preventi<^  of  frauds  on  the 
Post  Office  JDejtartment;"  passed  the  3d  of  March, 
1845,  aiid  for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  having  been  read  the  first  and  second 
times,  by  unanimous  consent — 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  shall  move  a  reference  of  this 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads;  but  before  the  question  is  put,  I  desire  to 
occupy  the  attention  of  the  Senate  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, and  particularly  to  call  the  attention  of  my 
friend,  the  chairman  of  that  committee,  to  one  or 
two  observations  regarding  the  purjioses  intended 
to  be  accomplished  by  the  bill,  and  the  present 
state  of  the  law  to  which  it  relates.  It  will  be 
found,  by  referring  to  the  act  passed  on  the  3d  of 
March,  1845,  "  to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage," 
(fee,  that  Congress  at  that  time  adopted  an  entirely 
new  system  with  regard  to  tlie  franking  privilege, 
and  placed  it  in  the  main  upon  difTerent  grounds 
from  those  which  it  previously  occupied.  The  act 
of  1845  seems  to  be  designed  as  a  substitute  for  the 
former  lav/  upon  the  subject,  and  by  implication  to 
repeal  it,  and  this  implication  is  strengthened  by  the 
fact,  that  the  latter  law  expressly  saves  from  repeal 
j  certain  portionsof  the  former.  It  will  be  found,  upon 
looking  at  the  act  of  1845,  that  the  eighth  section 
of  it  grants  to  members  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  delegates  from  Territories,  &c., 
the  right  to  send  and  receive  free  of  postage  "  any 
letter,  newspaper,  or  packet,"  not  exceeding  two 
ounces  in  weight,  during  each  session  of  Congress, 
and  for  thirty  days  before  and  after.  The  same 
section  declares  that  they  shall  have  the  right  "  to 
frank  written  letters  from  themselves  during  the 
whole  year,  as  now  authorized  by  law."  It  is 
therefore  clear  and  beyond  controversy,  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  1845,  the 
franking  privilege  of  members  of  the  two  Houses 
during  the  session  of  Congress,  and  for  ihiity  days 
before  and  after,  consists  in  the  power  to  send  and 
receive,  free  of  postage,  any  letter,  news]iaper,  or 
package,  and  that  it  is  perfectly  immaterial  by 
whom  directed,  to  whom  addressed,  or  by  whom 
'  written.  There  is  but  one  single  qualilicuion, 
that  the  letter,  newspaper,  or  package,  shall  not 
exceed  two  ounces  in  weight.  If  there  could  be 
any  doubt  in  regard  to  the  terms  embraced  in  this 
part  of  the  .section,  that  doubt  is  removed  by  the 
clear'distinction  that  is  taken  between  this  frank- 
ing privilege,  during  the  sessions  of  Congress,  and 
thirty  days  before  and  after,  and  the  franking  priv- 
ilege given  for  the  residue  of  the  year,  which  is 
confined  to  written  letters  from  themselves.  It  ia 
clear,  therefore,  that  the  net  contemplated 'and  de- 
clared, that  during  the  sessions,  members  of  this 
house  and  the  other  should  have  the  right  to  frank 
any  letter,  any  newspaper,  any  package  written 
or  printed,  no  matter  whether  it  was  compo.sed  of 
paper  or  muslin,  no  matter  by  whom  directed,  by 
whom  signed,  with  no  exception,  but  the  single 
qualification,  that  the  letter,  newspaper,  or  |)ack- 
age,  should  not  exceed  two  ounces  in  weight. 
Now,  I  apprehend  there  might  have  been  in  the 
minds  of  Congress,  reasons  for  making  this  dis- 
;  crimination,  and  for  the  confining  the  franking  priv- 
!  ilcge,  during  the  residue  of  the  year,  to  written  let- 
j  Icrs  from  themselves.  Whatever  might  have  been 
the  reason,  or  whether  there  was  any,  the  distinc- 
i  tion  is  clearly  made.  Then,  sir,  at  the  last  session, 
!  we  passed  an  act  which  was  reported  by  my  Iriend, 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
i  and  Post  Roads,  containinn;  this  provision,  that 
I  members  of  Congress  shall  have  power  to  receive, 
!  as  well  as  to  send— for  it  will  be  observed  that, 
]  under  the  act  of  1845,  they  had  only  the  right  to 
I  send  their  own  letters  in  the  intervening  lime  be- 
'  tvveen  the  sessions,  that  they  shall  have  a  right  to 
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receive,  as  well  as  to  send,  alMetters  and  packages 
not  weiL'hing  over  two  ounces  free  of  postage,  up 
to  the  first  Monday  of  December  following  the 
expiration  of  their  term  of  office.  Now,  sir,  as 
far  as  I  am  able  to  perceive,  it  is  not  only  prob- 
able— not  only  liighly  reasonable — but  it  is  abso- 
lutely certain  that,  as  the  law  now  stands,  the 
franking  privilege  to  members  of  Congress  is  sub- 
ject to  but  one  restriction;  that  is,  that  the  letter, 
newspaper,  or  package,  shall  not  exceed  two 
ounces  in  weight.  Well,  sir,  we  are  all  aware 
that,  recently,  by  some  regulations,  a  discrimina- 
tion has  been  made  between  packets  put  up  in 
coarse  envelopes,  and  which  are  not  supposed  to 
be  letters,  and  those  which  are  put  up  in  fine  en- 
velopes, which  are  supposed  to  be  letters;  and  in 
the  latter  case,  it  is  required  that  the  address  shall 
be  in  flie  same  hand  as  the  frank,  or  else  the  post- 
master is  directed  to  disi'egard  the  frankand  charge 
postage.  This  I  consider  to  be  simply  a  gratuitous 
distinction,  adopted  without  any  appearance  of 
reason  or  propriety.  The  bill,  therefore,  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Senate,  is  intend- 
ed, in  the  first  place,  to  declare,  so  as  to  put  it  be- 
yond tlie  possibility  of  doubt  or  cavil,  what  is  the 
law  on  the  subject,  not  to.enlarge  or  alter  the  frank- 
ing privilege,  but  simply  to  declare  it.  I  have 
brought  the  subject  forward,  sir,  because  I  desire 
to  have  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  upon  it.  1  feel 
that  members  of  this  body  are  as  much  entitled  to 
trust  and  confidence  as  any  man  in  the  Executive 
departments.  We  are  personally  responsible  to 
our  constituents  for  the  abuse  of  our  privileges; 
and  we  should  not  permit  ourselves  to  be  respon-  1 
sible  to  any  Executive  officer  whatever.  If  the  | 
rule  requiring  the  address  to  be  in  the  same  hand  ! 
as  the  frank  applies  to  letters,  why  is  it  not  ap-  ! 
plied  to  documents  also?  the  laws  making  no 
difference  between  them.  The  construction  will, 
perhaps,  affect  me  as  little  as  it  will  any  mem- 
her.  I  have  always  endeavor-ed  to  avoid  putting 
myself  or  my  friends  in  the  power  of  any  such 
capricious  construction  of  the  law  relating  to  the 
franking  privilege.  I  have  directed  every  letter 
and  document  1  have  sent,  at  whatever  trouble  and 
inconvenience  to  myself. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

FEES  IN  UNITED  STATES  COURTS. 
Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  ASHLEY  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the  fees 
and  costs  to  be  allowed  clerks,  marshals,  and  attor- 
neys of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read 
the  first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

DEFICIENCY  BILL. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  prior 
orders  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
of  the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  fur- 
ther to  supply  the  deficiencies  in  the  appropriations 
for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  the  30th 
June,  1848. 

The  question  pending  being  upon  agreeing  to 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Benton,  to  strike 
out  the  words  "the  Papal  States,"  in  line  84,  and 
after  "Ecuador,"  in  line  86,  insert  "and  for  a 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  Papal  States,"  and 
strike  out  "twenty-two,"  and  insert  "thirty- 
one,"' 

Mr.  HALE.  I  desire  to  ask  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  from  which  this  bill  was  reported, 
why  this  item  is  inserted  among  deficiencies  of  ap- 
propriations for  the  past  year? 

Mr.  ATHERTON.  The  fiscal  year  has  not 
yet  expiped,  and  the  oliject  is,  I  suppose,  to  send 
the  charge  d'affaires,  or  minister,  whichever  he 
may  be,  before  the  conclusion  of  the  year. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.  If  I  understand  the  effect 
of  this  amendment,  it  is  to  change  the  nature  of 
the  mission  to  Rome  from  charge  d'affaires  to  min- 
ister plenipotentiary.  I  would  suggest  to  those 
who  are  in  favor  of  this  amendment,  whether  it 
■would  not  be  better  policy,  instead  of  making  this 
embassy  a  full  one,  to  substitute  a  minister  resi- 
dent. We  might,  it  seenis  to  me,  more  properly 
send  to  Rome  a  minister  resident,  with  a  salary 
such  as  that  which  is  paid  to  our  resident  minister 
at  Constantinople  and  our  minister  in  China.  A 
minister  resident  has  this  advantage  over  a  chargS 
d'affaires,  that  whilst  the  charge  cannot  approach 
tlie  sovereign,  the  minister  resident  can,    Tlie  Sen- 


ator from  Missouri  stated  the  other  day  that  one 
object  in  making  this  a  full  mission  was,  that  it 
might  ultimately  absorb  all_the  missions  or  charge- 
ships  to  the  Italian  States.  Now,  we  have  a  very 
considerable  commerce  with  the  Italian  States,  and 
in  that  commerce  American  shipping  is  principally 
employed.  In  the  dominions  of  Austria,  a  coun- 
try wliich  contains  upwards  of  thirty  millions  of 
people,  we  have  but  a  charge  d'afi'aires.  We  have 
nothing  but  a  charge  in  Portugal,  and  the  same  in 
Belgium.  We  have  considerable  commerce  with 
these  countries,  and  it  is  all  in  our  favor.  The 
temporal  power  of  the  Pope  is  very  limited,  and 
of  courfse,  as  correctly  stated  by  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  it  is  only  in  the  character  of  a 
temporal  prince  that  a  diplomatic  agent  could  be 
sent  by  us  to  the  sovereign  Pontiff.  All  history 
proves  that,  until  very  recently,  Austria  has  sus- 
tained the  Pontiff  in  the  temporal  power  which  he 
exercises. 

In  making  this  suggestion,  I  wish  it  tobe  under- 
stood that  I  am  incapable  of  being  governed  by 
anything  like  religioiis  or  sectarian  feelings.  Sure- 
ly 1  entertain  no  prejudice  against  the  Catholic 
religion;  when,  on  the  contrary,  I  regard  it  with 
the  highest  veneration,  looking  upon  it  as  I  do,  as 
the  casket  wliich  held,  through  many  a  long  year, 
the  gem  of  the  Christian  faith — holding,  as  1  do, 
too,  sir,  in  the  highest  possible  reverence,  the 
character  of  the  present  Pontiff,  Pius  the  Ninth. 
Itiias  been  said  by  the  distinguished  Senator  from 
Missouri,  who  made  some  very  eloquent  and  ap-, 
propriate  remarks  upon  this  subject  tlie  other  day, 
that  it  would  be  becoming  in  us  to  send  a  full  min- 
ister to  Rome,  which  was  surrounded  by  such 
grand  associations.  I  put  this  question,  however, 
upon  principle,  and  there  is  another  Power  which 
has,  I  think,  stronger  claims  to  a  full  embassy.  I 
allude  to  Switzerland,  where  now  exists  the  only 
pure  Democracy  which  is  now  to  be  found  on  the 
face  of  Europe.  It  would  be  a  higher  compliment 
to  our  own  people — to  our  own  institutions — to 
send  an  embassy  to  Switzerland.  Ancient  Rome, 
and  modern  Rome,  are  essentially  different.  It  is 
true  that,  as  the  Senator  says,  Rome  still  stands 
upon  the  banks  of  the  Tiber;  yet  modern  Rome 
does  not  occupy  the  site  of  that  Rome  of  the  elder 
ages  of  the  world,  which  must  ever  possess  the 
highest  interest  to  the  imagination  and  feelings. 
The  modern  city  occupies  the  opposite  bank,  and 
is  separated  by  the  classic  stream  from  the  soil  on 
which  the  Coliseum  and  the  Parthenon  stood.  All 
is  now  a  "  marble  wilderness,"  where  TuUy  once 
"  launchedhis  moral  thunderson  thesubject  soul;" 
where  the  accursed  steel  of  the  assassin  Brutus 
struck  at  the  heart  of  Caesar;  and  where  every 
heart  glowed  with  the  accents  of  the  immortal 
Cicero.  But,  sir,  these  are  not  considerations 
which  are  now  to  weigh  with  us. 

I  submit  to  the  Senate,  as  a  question  of  expe- 
diency, what  must  be  the  effect  upon  Belgium, 
Portugal,  Austria,  and  the  other  Italian  States,  if 
we  send  a  full  embassy  to  Rome?  For  we  all 
know,  whatever  may  be  the  progress  of  liberal 
principles  in  Italy  at  this  moment,  the  most  des- 
potic governments  that  ever  existed  have  prevailed 
there  for  the  last  five  hundred  years. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  Do  I  understand  the  Sena- 
tor as  offering  an  amendment? 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.  I  propose  to  strike  out 
what  relates  to  the  mission  to  the  Papal  States, 
and  substitute  a  section  providing  for  a  minister 
resident. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator's 
object  can  be  accomplished  by  the  striking  out 
"  plenipotentiary,"  and  inserting  "  resident,"  and 
striking  out  "  thirty-one,"  and  inserting  "  twenty- 
eight." 

The  question  being  taken  upon  this  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  it  was  disagreed  to  on  a  divis- 
ion: Ayes  12,  noes  19. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri — 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

PRESIDING  OFFICER.  They  were  ordered 
at  a  former  day. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  This  bill  came  to  us  from  the 
House,  proposing  to  send  a  charge  d'affaires  to 
the  Papal  States.  The  Committee  on  Finance,  to 
which  the  bill  was  referred,  has  reported  the  bill 
as  it  came  from  the  House,  without  anicndmenls, 
thus  recommending  the  establishment  of  this  new 
mission.    Such  was  the  judjjment  of  the  committee 


of  which  1  was  a  member.  I  concurred  in  the  re- 
port, and  I  see  no  reason  whatever  to  change  it. 
It  seems  to  me,  sir,  to  be  admitted  on  all  hands, 
that  there  is  nothing  in  the  commercial  relations 
between  the  two  countries  to  justify  any  mission 
whatever;  but,  in  my  ji^dgment,  there  is  enough 
I  connection  between  the  social  and  political  rela- 
tions of  the  countries,  to  authorize  it.  I  have 
been  willing,  therefore,  to  establish  this  mission 
of  a  charge  to  the  Papal  States;  but  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  there  is  serious  objection  to  going 
further.  Austria  is  a  country  with  thirty-eight 
millions  of  people,  with  whom  we  have  extensive 
commercial  relations,  and  we  send  to  them  only  a 
charge  d'affaires.  We  have  also  extensive  com- 
mercial relations  with  some  other  of  the  Italian 
States, with  Portugal,  with  Sweden,  with  Denmark, 
and  to  all  these  we  only  send  a  charge  d'affaires. 
I  cannot  perceive,  sir,  the  nece-^isity,  therefore,  of 
going  beyond  that  grade  of  ministers  which  we  are 
accustomed  to  send  to  these  States.  I  am  perfect- 
ly willing,  sir,  to  mark  by  my  vote  the  sympathy 
that  is  felt  by  the  people  of  this  country,  for  the 
liberality  of  the  opinions  of  Pope  Pius  the  Ninth. 
I  am  perfectly  willing  to  go  thus  far,  and  in  my 
opinion  all  that  ought  to  be  asked  of  us  is,  to  place 
these  States  upon  the  same  footing  with  the  great 
empire  of  Austria,  the  second  and  most  populous 
of  all  the  States  of  Europe.  And  honorable  Sena- 
tors will  bear  it  in  mind,  that  if  we  proceed  to 
make  a  full  mission  now  to  the  Pay)al  States,  we 
may  excite  bad  feelings  among  the  other  States, 
whose  commercial  relations  with  us  are  vastly 
more  extensive,  than  those  of  the  Papal  States  can 
be,  and  to  which  we  now  send,  and  shall  probably 
continue  to  send,  charges  des  affaires.  I  am,  there- 
fore, opposed  to  the  amendment,  and  shall  support 
the  bill  as  it  was  sent  to  us  from  the  House,  and 
as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  NILES.  This  is  only  one  of  the  missions 
that  are  provided  for  in  this  bill;  there  are  three 
others,  making  altogether  four  missions  to  be  pro- 
vided for.  As  to  the  policy  which  has  led  to  this 
measure,  it  certainly  cannot  be  owing  to  the  sur- 
plus of  funds  in  our  treasury.  There  are,  however, 
four  missions  to  be  created — one  to  Guatemala,  one 
to  the  Republic  of  Bolivia,  and  one  to  Ecuador. 
Two  of  these,  I  believe,  have  little  or  no  commerce 
with  us;  and  whether  the  mission  be  political  or 
commercial — what  considerations  are  to  recommend 
them  to  the  favorable  action  of  the  Senate,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say.  If  I  believed  that  they  were 
commercial,  that  they  were  calculated  in  the  least 
degree  to  promote  or  extend  our  commerce,  I  should 
be  in  favor  of  their  establishment.  But  I  believe 
there  is  no  people  on  the  whole  earth,  as  commer- 
cial as  we  are,  whose  commercial  interests  are  so 
little  aided  by  the  Government  as  those  of  t!ie  Uni- 
ted States.  I  believe  it  will  be  our  true  policy,  and 
I  have,  long  thought  so,  to  furnish  to  the  different 
countries  of  this  hemisphere  commercial  agents; 
for  I  believe  that  our  commercial  interests  have 
been  shamefully  neglected.  Our  trade  has  been 
declining  from  year  to  year,  with  many  of  those 
countries.  One  of  the  countries  upon  this  hemis- 
phere with  which  we  have  held  diplomatic  relationa 
—I  mean  the  Republic  of  New  Grenada — we  have 
so  neglected;  for  although  we  have  had  a  charge 
d'affaires  there  for  years,  he  has  neglected  his 
duty.  We  have  no  treaty  with  that  Government, 
and  those  who  have  no  treaty  with  them,  have  to 
pay  twenty  per  cent,  upon  their  whole  trade,  which 
in  our  case  amounted  to  about  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars; and  the  consequence  has  been  the  throwing 
of  ail  this  into  the  hands  of  our  rivals,  the  British. 
Two  vessels  from  the  port  of  New  York  carried  on 
a  trade  with  that  country  for  years,  under  the  flag  of 
Great  Britain — a  sort  of  smuggling  trade.  So  en- 
tirely was  this  matter  neglected,  that  our  commerce 
with  that  country  ceased  altogether. 

Now,  I  should  like  to  know,  if  I  could,  how 
these  missions  are  to  be  carried  out — how  the  law 
is  to  be  executed — whether  men  qualified  and  pre- 
pared for  the  duties  which  they  are  required  to 
perform  are  to  be  sent  there  to  make  them.selvea 
useful  to  our  commerce,  or  whether  men  will  be 
sent  who  neither  know  what  their  duties  are  iior 
care  whether  they  are  performed;  mere  politicians, 
stump  orators,  who  are  to  be  rewarded  with  places 
for  political  services.  It  would  be  throwing  so 
much  money  away,  and  I  should  be  disposed  to 
go  against  the  whole  of  these  missions;  but,  be- 
lieving that  the  interests  of  this  country  will  I'ully 
justify   the  attempt  to  send   missions  into   these 
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countries,  I  shall  vote  for  the  bill,  though,  at  the 
same  time,  not  without  very  great  doubt  that  it 
will  be  money  thrown  away.  But  in  regard  to 
the  mission  to  the  Papal  Slates,  I  must  say  that  1 
do  not  see  any  sufficient  reason  for  sending  an 
agent  there  above  the  second  gra(]e.  It  seems  to 
me  that  it  is  going  far  enough  to  begin  with;  and 
if  our  interests  there  should  hereafter  render  it 
necessary  to  have  a  diplomatic  agent  of  a  higher 
grade,  such  a  mission  can  be  provided  for.  Here- 
tofore it  has  not  been  deemed  necessary  to  main- 
tain political  relations  at  all  with  those  States;  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  an  agent  of  the  second  grade  is 
high  enough  to  begin  with.  I  do  not  tiiink  that 
his  Holiness  the  Pope  has  any  great  claim  upon 
this  country  in  any  view.  The  country  is  a  small 
one,  and  there  are  larger,  in  which  we  have  more 
important  interests,  and  in  which  are  nothing  more 
than  char:;es  des  atfatres.  I  shall  vote  for  these 
missions  of  the  second  grade,  and  I  shall  do  it 
with  very  great  doubts  that  the  money  will  be 
thrown  away. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts.  I  was  in  hopes 
that  my  friend  from  Connecticut,  after  making  a 
speech  against  this  item  of  the  bill,  would  have 
moved  to  strike  it  out;  but  I  understand  him  to 
say  that  he  will  vote  for  it.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
am  prepared  to  say  that  the  item  ought  to  be 
stricken  out.  I  am  prepared  to  say,  however,  that 
it  demands  some  explanation  at  the  hands  of  those 
who  bring  it  before  us.  What  is  this  bill?  It  is 
not  one  of  the  regular  appropriation  bills.  It  isa 
bill  for  supplying  the  deficiencies  of  appropriations 
for  the  fiscal  year.  Four  missions,  then,  were  for- 
gotten in  the  general  appropriation  bills.  Four 
missions  were  left  unattended  to  by  those  who 
made  the  estimates  for  the  year,  and  by  us  who 
looked  into  the  subject.  Now,  sir,  the  title  of  this 
.  bill  is  probably  a  misnomer.  This  is  a  creation  of 
four  new  missions  at  the  places  which  are  named 
in  the  item  which  is  uTider  consideration.  And 
now  we  are  not  quite  content,  it  appears,  to  have 
these  chargeships  filled;  we  are  not  satisfied  to 
establish  the  second  grade  of  missions,  but  there 
is  now  a  motion  before  us  to  raise  one  of  them  to 
the  rank  of  minister  plenipotentiary.  And  for 
what  purpose.'  A  minister  to  the  Papal  States! 
To  what  end?  Why,  I  think  it  is  sufficiently  ob- 
vious, from  what  has  been  said,  that  it  is  a  mere 
complimentary  thing.  It  is  well  understood  that 
there  is  no  commerce,  no  trade  or  intercourse  with 
those  States,  which  demands,  as  a  matter  of  busi- 
ness, any  notice  at  all.  Will  you  send  out  a  mis- 
sion which  is  a  rnerc  complimentary  mission?  The 
objection  I  have  to  it  is,  in  the  first  place,  that  a 
compliment  of  that  nature  is  wholly  unnecessary. 
It  is  not  demanded  by  any  circumstances  which 
exist,  and  it  is  introducing  a  decidedly  bad  prece- 
dent. There  is  a  constant  effort  made  to  raise  the 
grade  of  our  foreign  ministers  everywhere.  I  think 
It  was  only  at  the  last  session  that  we  had  laid  upon 
our  table  a  long  argument,  by  somebody,  in  which 
the  writer  attempted  to  prove  that  the  niterests  of 
this  country  were  sacrificed  in  reducing  the  mission 
to  Austria  from  a  plenipotentiary  to  a  charge  d'af- 
faires, and  we  were  called  upon  to  restore  the  mis- 
sion to  its  former  rank.  The  arguments,  however, 
failed  to  prevail,  and  our  minister  remained  there 
in  his  new  capacity,  although,  I  believe,  a  threat 
had  been  thrown  out  that  he  would  resign. 

Now,  what  I  de.sire  to  know  is,  how  any  such 
emergency  has  sprung  up  at  this  time  as  to  make 
it  necessary  to  introduce  here  four  new  missions 
to  foreign  Governments.  I  desire  to  know,  sir, 
whether  there  l)e  anything  !iew  in  the  relations 
between  us  and  the  countries  named. — anything 
that  has  occurred  since  we  were  last  together — to 
make  it  necessary  to  legislate  in  this  special  way 
upon  this  subject.  I  should  be  very  thankful  to 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  for  a  little  informa- 
tion upon  several  oilier  points  in  this  bill.  I  should 
be  glad  to  know  why  it  becomes  necessary  to  le- 
gislate to  such  an  extent,  as  this  bill  seems  to  im- 
ply, to  sup[)Iy  deficiencies;  in  other  words,  how 
It  happens  that  the  estimuies  which  were  made  to 
carry  us  through  the  year,  when  we  were  together 
at  the  last  session,  hapi)(;ni:d  to  pr«ve  so  ullcily 
inadequate  for  the  objects  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended? I  should  be  glad  to  know  how  it  hap- 
pened. I  can  remember  very  well  that  ii  was  said 
on  this  floor,  when  those  estimates  were  under 
discuHsion,  that  they  were  inadequate;  iliat  they 
would  not  carry  the  Governinent  through  ihc  year, 
from  the  30tli  June  to  the  30th  Junejljul  that  you 


would  come  here,  and  demand  further  appropria- 
tions, in  order  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenditures. 
I  would  be  gliid  to  know  how  it  happens  that  the 
officers  of  the  Government,  whose  duty  it  is  to 
make  the  estimates,  are  always  under  such  a  great 
misapprehension  in  regard  to  the  expenditures  of 
particular  departments  of  the  Government.  We 
have  a  deficiency,  forexample,  in  one  branch  of  the 
army  expenditures  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  and 
in  another  of  three  or  four  millions.  I  would  be 
glad  to  know  how  it  happens  that  the  estimates  of 
a  department,  where  the  business  is  so  well  under- 
stood as  in  the  Navy  Department,  can  be  so  inac- 
curate as  to  fall  short  some  eight  or  ten  thousand 
dollars  for  the  pay  of  the  clerks  in  that  department. 
I  find  in  this  bill,  under  the  head  of  the  army,  in 
the  duartermaster's  department,  an  additional  ap- 
propriation of  five  millions  of  dollars,  to  carry  out 
the  operations  of  that  single  department  of  the 
army.  I  find  also  in  the  department  of  clothing 
and  subsistence  three  millions  more  are  required  to 
meet  the  expenditures  of  that  department.  I  will 
not  go  into  an  examination  of  the  various  items  of 
this  bill;  but  I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  some  explanation;  and 
I  should  be  glad  to  hear  him  state  the  amount  of 
money  which  is  proposed  to  be  appropriated  by 
this  bill  as  it  came  from  the  House;  and  also  the 
amount  which  it  is  proposed  to  add  by  the  amend- 
ments which  are  to  be  inserted  here. 

Mr.  ATHERTON.  The  amount  appropriated 
by  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  House,  1  believe,  is 
a  little  over  thirteen  millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  make  it  over  fourteen  mil- 
lions. 

Mr.  ATHERTON.  I  believe  it  will  be  found 
that  the  biil  as  it  came  from  the  House  appropri- 
ates for  the  current  fiscal  year  $,13,237,166  98. 
There  has  been  an  appropriation  already  passed  at 
the  present  session,  for  the  subsistence  in  kind  of 
the  regular  army  and  the  volunteers,  of  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars,  which  makes  the  sum  for  deficiency 
in  the  whole  over  fourteen  millions.  As  it  regards 
the  reason  why  the  additional  appropriations  are 
required,  I  can  only  say,  that  they  arose  probably 
from  the  military  operations  costing  more  in  some 
instances  than  they  were  expected  to  cost,  from  a 
larger  number  of  troops  having  been  called  out  and 
from  the  military  operations  having  been  more  ex- 
tensive than  was  anticipated  when  the  original  es- 
timates were  sent  in;  but  all  the  estimates  which 
are  contained  in  this  bill,  with  the  addition  of  a  few 
slight  amendments,  were  contained  in  the  letter  of 
the  Secretary,  which  was  sent  to  the  Senate  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session,  with  the  exception 
of  the  four  millions  which  I  have  mentioned. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  do  not  know  that  I  should  make 
any  remarks  at  all  upon  this  amendment,  as  I  in- 
tend to  vote  against  the  whole  bill,  on  the  ground 
that  it  contains  appropriations  for  the  prosecution 
of  the  war  in  Mexico.  But  I  beg  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  to 
the  rather  singular  fact,  that  our  expenditures  have 
become  so  enormous,  that  a  few  "mistakes"  in 
the  calculations  of  the  Treasury  Department — a 
few  mere  slips  of  the  pen — involve  a  larger  amount 
than  the  whole  annual  expenditure  during  the  Ad- 
ministration of  General  .Tackson.  Then,  I  believe, 
the  annual  expenditure  was  about  fourteen  mil- 
lions, and  here  we  have  a  bill  for  supplying  mere 
deficiencies  which  calls  for  nearly  sixteen  mil- 
lions! 

Mr.  ATHERTON.  If  the  gentleman  will  spare 
me  one  moment,  I  would  beg  to  remind  him,  that 
in  the  House  a  clause  was  added  to  the  bill  a]ipro- 
priating  ^800,000  for  the  service  of  the  next  year, 
which  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  supply  of  the 
deficiency  in  the  current  year. 

Mr.  Hale,  why,  that  is  a  very  small  matter 
indeed,  when  our  expenses  are  a  hundred  millions 
annually,  it  appears,  however,  making  the  de- 
duction which  is-  now  suggested,  that,  according 
to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the 
appropriations  last  year  amounted  to  fifty-five  mil- 
lions, and  tliat  he  exjiended  fifty-nine  millions;  so 
that,  adding  the  amount  involved  in  the  present 
bill,  the  whole  sum  will  be  about  seventy  niillions 
of  dollars.  Now,  sir,  during  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain,  when  we  were  fighting  her  on  all 
our  coasts,  and  our  navy  was  gaining  laurels  on 
every  sea  on  which  we  had  commerce  to  be  a.ssail- 
ed  and  protected,  our  expenditure  was  only  thirty- 
two  millions. 

Mr.  ATHERTON.     The  Senator  is  mistaken 


as  to  one  fact.  This  deficiency  of  ten  millions  is 
included  in  the  estimate  of  expenditures  of  the  cur- 
rent year;  so  that  there  are  only  four  millions  to 
be  added,  making  the  annual  expenditure  sixty 
millions. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  have  the  documents  before  me. 
I  see,  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, that  the  appropriations  of  last  year  amounted 
to  fifty-five  millions;  and  here  is  an  addition  of 
fifteen  millions  more,  not  going  into  the  estimates, 
but  to  sup|)lv  deficiencies.     Am  I  not  right? 

Mr.  ATHERTON.  Does  the  Senator  mean 
for  the  current  fiscal  year? 

Mr.  HALE.     The  year  ending  30tli  June. 

Mr.  ATHERTON.  In  order  to  get  at  tlvs 
amount  of  the  expenditures  for  this  year,  the  ap- 
propriations for  the  Post  Office  Department  and 
the  deficiencies  of  last  year  must  be  deducted;  and 
I  believe  the  Senator  will  find  that  the  result  is  as 
I  have  stated,  about  sixty  millions. 

iVIr.  HALE.  I  have  not  gone  into  tlie  details 
of  this  matter,  but  I  have  calculated  the  amount  as 
I  read  the  document.  I  wish,  however,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  and  the  country  to  the  fact, 
that  while  it  cost  us  about  thirty  millions  a  year 
to  fight  the  most  powerful  nation  on  earth,  along 
our  whole  coast,  from  Eastport  to  New  Orleans, 
and  whilst  our  navy  was  victoriously  engaged  on 
every  ocean  where  there  was  American  commerce 
to  be  protected,  even  in  the  harbors  of  South 
America,  it  now  costs  us  seventy  millions  of  dol- 
lars, or  sixty  millions,  according  to  the  explana- 
tion now  given,  to  carry  on  this  war  with  Mexico, 
and  that  the  appropriations  are  increasing,  as  has 
been  insisted  on  by  the  Senator  from  Connecticut. 
I  merely  mention  this  as  a  somewhat  significent 
fact.  By  the  by,  I  hope  that  when  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut  referred  to  the  danger  of  appoint- 
ing "stump  orators"  and  hack  politicians  to  diplo- 
matic stations,  he  had  no  reference  to  any  late 
nominations  which  have  been  made. 

But  to  come  to  the  question  before  the  Senate  on 
the  amendment.  1  confess  that  I  have  regarded 
the  recommendation  of  the  President,  which  has 
been  seconded  by  the  committee,  to  send  a  mis- 
sion to  the  Papal  States,  with  a  great  deal  of  inter- 
est and  pleasure.  I  regard  it  as  a  sisjn  of  progress 
— as  in  some  sort  the  "  bringing  forth  of  fruits 
meet  for  repentance" — that  an  Administration, 
which,  for  two  years  past,  has  been  appealing  to 
the  lust  of  war  and  rapine,  and  been  stimulating 
all  that  is  brutal  in  humanity,  has  so  far  changed 
its  policy,  and  is  about  to  appeal  to  popular  pas- 
sion in  a  much  less  exceptionable  manner.  I  have 
no  doubt  of  the  truth  of  what  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Badger]  has  said, 
that  this  is  a  mere  pandering  to  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic voters  of  this  country.  I  ask  my^  friend  if  it  is 
not  much  more  reasonable,  and  rational, and  Chris- 
tian, to  pander 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Am  I  to  understand  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina,  has  preferred  so  grave  a 
charge? 

Mr.  HALE.     So  I  understand  him. 

Mr.  FOOTE.     Did  he 'say  "  pander?" 

Mr.  HALE.  If  he  did  not  say  so,  I  will  say 
so.     I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Does  the  Senator  understand  the 
term  which  he  has  employed? 

Mr.  HALE.  I  have  not  got  a  dictionary  at 
hand,  and  really  make  no  pretensions  to  great  lex- 
icoirraphical  knowledge. 

Mr.  FOO  IE.  Did  the  Senator  over  hear  of 
Pandarus  ? 

Mr.  HALE.  Oh!  I  will  endeavor  to  meet  the 
nice  taste  of  the  Senator.  I  will  use  another  term. 
I  will  say  that  it  is  fishing  for  Roman  Catholic 
votes;  and  I  certainly  think  that  this  is  quite  an 
improvement  in  the  diplomacy  of  the  last  twenty- 
two  months,  so  far  as  regards  the  neighboring  Re- 
public of  Mexico.  But  why  should  this  minister 
be  sent?  It  is  admitted  on  all  hands  that  we  have 
no  commercial  interests  to  be  protected  in  the  Papal 
States.  It  is  designed  merely  as  a  compliment  to 
the  Pope.  Well, "if  compliment  be  intended,  why  ' 
not  extend  it  to  San  Marino,  which,  amid  the 
changing  destinies  of  Italy,  has  maintained  its  re- 
publican institutions  for  hundreds  and  huiulreds  of 
years  ?  Why  not  first  extend  this  compliment  to 
that  ancient  republic,  instead  of  to  the  Pope  of 
Rome  ?  And  if  there  be  any  iirctence  that  we  have 
there  commercial  interests  which  require  protec- 
tion, why  not  send  a  minister  to  Hayti,  where  there 
are  still  larger  commercial  interests  to  be  protected, 
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havino^  just  and  well-founded  claims  on  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  wliere  our  citizens  cannot  get  even  a 
hearing,  because  we  have  no  accredited  agent?  It 
seems  to  me,  sir,  that  there  should  be  some  uniform 
system  adopted  with  regard  to  the  appointment  of 
our  diplomatic  agents  abroad;  and  I  certainly  think 
that  the  emergency  must  be  very  pressing  indeed, 
•which  requires  the  insertion  of  this  proposition  in 
a  bill  which  I  had  supposed  was,  what  it  purports 
-to  be,  a  measure  for  supplying  deficiencies  in  the 
appropriations.  The  deficiency  is,  it  appears  to 
me,  large  enough,  without  adding  to  it  the  expense 
involved  in  the  establishing  of  this  mission. 

Mi-.  FOOTE.  1  intend  to  trespass  only  a  very 
few  minutes  on  the  time  of  the  Senate,  and  I  rise 
chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  making  some  remarks 
in  reference  to  the  extraordinary  charge  brought 
against  the  Administration  by  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  taken  his  seat.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  ac- 
cuse the  Senator  of  anything  like  plagiarism;  but 
I  do  fee!  autliorized  to  suggest,  that  at  least  the 
laws  of  good  taste  were  not  duly  considered,  in 
introducing,  from  any  source  whatever,  however 
distinguished,  such  a  sentiment  as  that  which  so 
signally  deformed  a  portion  of  the  speech  which 
w€  have  heard  from  him  this  morning.  He  has 
very  loudly  and  fiercely  preferred  a  serious  charge 
against  the  Administraiion.  After  good  naturedly 
confessing  that  the  explanation  of  his  colleague  in 
relation  to  fiscal  deficiencies  was  so  satisfactory, 
that  he  was  not  able  to  show  anything  to  the  con- 
trary successfully,  in  a  fit  of  desperate  earnestness, 
he  has  undertaken  to  suggest — not  orginally,  but 
by  borrowing  from  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina— that  this  is  an  attempt  on  the  partof  the  Ad- 
ministration to  pander  to  Catholic  feeling — using 
a  term  which,  in  all  languages,  is  recognized  as 
coarse  and  vulgar.  I  did  not  hear  the  speech  of 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  and,  until  his 
silence  disappointed  me,  I  had  hoped  that  the  igno- 
ble attempt  to  excite  sectarian  feeling  in  opposition 
to  this  bill,  was  original  with  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire.  But  the  significant  and  eloquent 
silence  of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  evinces 
that  he  has  been  correctly  reported,  and  that  with 
him  did  originate  this  most  extraordinary  accusa- 
tion. The  Administration,  then,  is  charged  with 
an  attempt  to  "pander"  to  Catholic  feeling.  I 
shall  make  no  elaborate  vindication  of  the  Admin- 
istration against  an  allegation  tVhich  I  hold  to  be 
equally  absurd  and  malignant. 

JVIr.  MANGUM.  I  do  not  know  for  what 
reason  my  colleague  does  not  choose  to  explain. 
But  I  understand  that  he  used  no  such  expres- 
sion. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it.  I  can 
only  say  that  the  colleague  of  the  gentleman  who 
has  just  sat  down,  does  himself  great  injustice 
when  he  suffers  himself  to  be  misquoted  in  his 
own  presence.  The  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, then,  stands  convicted  of  gross  misquota- 
tion; arid  if  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire, 
laboring  under  an  erroneous  impression,  adopted 
the  expression  on  the  ground  of  authority,  and  not 
of  its  intrinsic  merit,  I  trust  he  will  speedily  re- 
nounce it.  I  was  about  to  say  that,  as  one  of  the 
humblest  members  of  the  Democratic  party,  I 
should  disdain  an  elaborate  and  formal  vindication 
of  the  Administration  against  the  charge  in  ques- 
tion— which  I  have  denounced  already  as  alike 
absurd  and  malignant,  and  incapable  of  any  sup- 
port whatever  from  anything  that  can  he  called 
evidence.  Pandering  to  Catholic  feeling!  I  am 
not  a  member  of  any  church.  •!  have  only  had 
the  honor  of  being  born  in  a  Christian  country, 
and  have  always  jiaid — as  I  trust  I  have  felt — a 
decent  respect  to  the  religion  of  my  forefathers, 
and  all  those  religious  institutions  which  I  have 
ever  undoubtingly  believed  to  be  conservative  of 
the  great  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
and  affording  the  surest  safeguard  which  to  the 
mind  of  man  has  been  ever  reserved,  for  the  per- 
manence everywhere  of  all  that  is  valuable  to  him 
as  a  moral  being.  I  have  no  partiality  for  any 
particular  church  or  creed.  But,  as  an  American — 
as  the  citizen  of  a  country  in  which  the  various 
forms  of  bilief  are  alike  free,  I  should  scorn  my- 
self, if  I  permitted  the  existence  in  my  bosom  of 
any  such  feelings  as  those  attributed  to  the  Ad- 
ministration in  the  debate  of  this  morning.  Al- 
though not  a  member  of  a  church,  I  can  say,  with 
my  hand  on  my  heart,  that  I  have  beheld  with 
emotions  of  delight  the  advance  of  the  Christian 
cause  in  all  the  countries  of  Chri.stendom.     In  the 


success  of  Episcopalians,  Catholics,  Methodists, 
and  all  other.religious  denominations,  I  have  sym- 
pathized with  equal  warmth.  I  have  never  expe- 
rienced the  slightest  apprehension  in  regard  to  the 
multiplication  of  the  strength  of  any  branch  of  the 
Christian  church.  Under  our  Constitution,  we 
have  nothing  to  fear  from  any  such  influences  as 
those  alluded  to. 

But  it  is  declared  that  this  is  an  attempt  to 
"  pander"  to  Catholic  feeling,  in  advance  of  the 
Presidential  election.  In  the  first  place,  J  have  to 
say,  that  from  my  knowledge  of  the  clergy  and 
people  of  the  Catholic  communion,  they  would 
scorn  to  be  used  for  such  a  purpose;  and  I  know 
enough  of  the  Administration  to  assert  that  no  such 
idea  could  ever  have  been  conceived  by  them. 
Pandering  to  the  Catholics  of  this  country !  The 
gentleman  may  be  more  familiar  than  I  am  with 
the  business  of  corrupt  bargaining  for  popular  suf- 
frages. It  is,  1  trust,  a  process  not  common  in 
this  counti-y.  At  any  rate,  I  live  in  a  part  of  the 
world  where  the  thing  is  not  practised,  and  where, 
if  practised,  it  would  be  punished  in  the  most  sig- 
nal manner.  I  know  that  demagogism  is  to  be 
met  with  in  all  sections  of  the  country,  and  that 
this  business  of  bargaining  for  votes  is  not  alto- 
gether unknown  in  various  places.  I  will  not  say 
that  the  history  of  the  Senator,  but  that  his  expe- 
rience and  means  of  observation  in  the  part  of  the 
country  where  he  resides,  may  have  enabled  him 
to  obtain  more  information  in  regard  to  this  mat- 
ter of  corrupt  bargaining  for  votes  than  I  have 
enjoyed.  But  surely  this  groundless  and  illiberal 
suggestion,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  those  with  whom  he  advises  are  attempting 
by  this  movement  to  "  pander"  to  the  Catholics, 
is  a  charge  not  worthy  even  of  the  extended  no- 
tice which  I  have  given  it.  I  advance  to  another 
topic,  on  which  I  will  detain  the  Senate  only  a 
moment. 

I  intend  to  vote  for  a  full  mission  to  Rome,  and 
I  have  only  one  reason;  but  it  is  with  me  a  potent 
one.  Whatever  others  may  say,  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  avow,  that  I  recognize  the  present  Pope  of 
Rome,  the  head  of  the  Catholic  Church  as  he  is,  as 
the  man  of  the  age — the  head  of  the  great  reform 
movement  of  the  European  world — the  man  who 
has  dared  to  borrow  light  from  this  country,  and 
diffuse  it  throughout  the  dominion  in  which  he 
bears  rule.  His  name  is  now  identified  with  the 
cause  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  in  the  Old  World; 
and  although  not  one  single  dollar's  worth  of  com- 
merce were  carried  on  between  this  country  and 
the  Papal  States,  I  would  zealously  advocate  the 
establishment  of  diplomatic  relations  with  the  sov- 
ereign Pontiff.  Using  the  language  of  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Davis,]  I  would,  even 
as  a  complimentary  mark  of  our  sympathy,  send 
this  mission  to  the  Pope.  As  the  champion  of 
freedom,  he  is  worthy  of  our  highest  regard — our 
sincerest  reverence — our  most  devout  affection. 
It  is  suggested  that  perhaps  Austria  may  be  of- 
fended. Well,  I  do  not  desire  to  say  anything  to 
offend  Austria;  but  I  am  sure  I  should  be  ashamed 
of  this  Government  if,  from  fear  of  offending  Aus- 
tria, it  should  be  restrained  from  doing  what  is 
right  in  this  matter.  It  has,  indeed,  been  said  that 
the  Pope  of  Rome  is  sustained  by  Austria.  Why, 
can  it  be  forgotten  that  Austrian  bayonets  are  at 
this  moment  opposing  freedom  in  Italy?  Do  we 
not  know  that  the  cause  of  liberty  has  beea  con- 
tinually assailed,  amid  blood,  and  fire,  and  deso- 
lation, by  the  armies  of  Austria?  And  yet  Aus- 
tria must  be  propitiated!  I  think,  sir,  from  what 
we  learn  of  recent  movements  in  France,  and  the 
convulsed  state  of  Portugal,  Spain,  and  the  Aus- 
trian dominions  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Rhine, 
that  that  Power  has  something  else  to  do  at  pres- 
ent, besides  watching,  with  vigilant  jealousy,  our 
actions  towards  Italy  and  other  countries.  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  that  the  present  is  eminently  an  auspi- 
cious moment  in  which  to  send  an  embassy  to 
Rome.  Not  that  I  would  attempt  anything  in  the 
spirit  of  propagandism.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  in- 
terfere in  the  conduct  of  civil  affairs  in  aiTy  part  of 
Italy.  But,  sir,  the  Pope  is  leading  in  the  great 
regenerative  movement  which  already  threatens 
the  speedy  extinction  of  monarchical  government 
throughout  the  civilized  world;  and  does  it  become 
us,  in  a  spirit  of  heartless  indifference,  to  decline 
even  a  cold  and  formal  recognition  of  the  struggle 
for  ]iopular  freedom  ?  Whatever  others  may  do, 
I  am  determined  to  do  all  I  can,  with  such  limited 
influence  as  I   possess,  to  advance  that  cause  in 


Europe,  by  extending  to  it   my  warmest   sym- 
pathies. 

I  have  meant  nothing  unkind,  and  I  trust  have 
said  nothing  unkind;  but  I  honestly  believe  that 
the  sentiments  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire are  worthy  of  the  severest  censure,  and,  hav- 
ing endeavored  to  express  my  strong  disapprobation 
of  them,  I  shall  not  longer  trespass  on  the  attention 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HALE.  Perhaps  I  should  make  some  ex- 
planation to  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina.  I 
certainly  did  not  mean  to  misquote  or  misrepresent 
him.  I  am  sure  he  will  not  suppose  that  I  could 
do  so. 

Mr.  BADGER.     Certainly  not. 

Mr.  HALE.  Now,  one  word  as  to  what  was 
said,  which  produced  such  a  flood  of  eloquence  from 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi.  I  certainly  did 
not  expect  that  that  gentleman  and  myself  would 
very  cordially  agree  in  certain  political  matters. 
Our  positions  on  some  subjects  are  wide  apart, and, 
therefore,  itdoes  not  seriously  disturb  my  equanim- 
ity to  find  him  quite  antagonistic  in  reference  to 
these  questions.  When  the  Senator  came  down 
upon  my  political  position,  wit:h  all  his  Jupiter 
Tonans  thundering  eloquence,  I  regarded  it  as  a 
matter  of  course.  But  really,  sir,  when  a  gentle- 
man of  his  refined  taste,  eloquence  of  diction,  puri- 
ty of  style,  chasteness  of  manner,  and  everything 
that  contributes  to  the  character  of  a  perfect  orator, 
is  compelled,  reluctantly  compelled,  I  doubt  not, .to 
pronounce  my  poor  efforts  vulgar,  I  do  "  feel  bad  !" 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  did  not  pronounce  the  effort 
vulgar. 

Mr.  HALE.     It  was  the  language  then? 

Mr.  FOOTE.  No  ;  it  was  the  sentiment.  And 
if  the  Senator  will  refer  to. the  original,  he  will  find 
that  what  I  say  is  strictly  true.  "  Vulgar"  is  de- 
rived from  the  word  "  t'MZg-ns,"  which  means  the 
common  people;  and  the  term  simply  implies  that 
the  sentiment  is  common  among  the  masses. 

Mr.  HALE.     Ah  !  that  is  all  ? 

Mr.  FOOTE.     Certainly. 

Mr.  HALE.  Then  I  am  very  glad  to  find  that 
my  sentiments  are  becoming  so  popular!  Now, 
I  do  not  travel  with  the  dictionary  in  my  pocket, 
but  otie  of  the  pages  has  brought  me  one  of  those 
big  dictionaries  which  we  had  in  the  Senate  the 
other  day,  when  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  lost 
so  much  in  not  being  present  to  hear. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Ah !  take  caie  !  That  may  have 
been  in  secret  session  ! 

Mr.  HALE.  If  so,  it  has  now  got  out !  I  do 
not  know,  however,  but  that  if  the  public  were  here 
and  listened  to  our  poor  debates,  they  would  hardly 
think  that  the  injunction  had  been  taken  off  the 
dictionaries  !  But  I  have  the  dictionary  before  me, 
and  I  find  that  this  "  vulgar"  word 

Mr.  FOOTE.     What  dictionary  is  it? 

Mr.  HALE.  Compiled  by  one  Sam  Johnson  ! 
I  find,  sir,  that  this  "  vulgar"  word  was  used  in 
common  by  that  vulgar  fellow,  Shakspeare,  also 
by  one  Dryden,  one  Rowe,  and  a  man  who  used 
to  write  doggerel,  one  John  Milton.  All  of  them 
used  this  "  vulgar"  word  "  pander  !"  Now,  in  its 
direct  application  to  this  very  case,  I  said  that  I 
believed  that  this  was  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
Administration  to  "  pander"  to  the  Roman  Cath- 
olic voters,  or  Roman  Catholic  prejudices,  and  I 
gave  credit  to  the  Senatorfrom  North  Carolina 

Mr.  FOOT  E.  The  Senator  has  not  read  the  au- 
thorities. Will  he  allow  me  to  look  at  them  for  a 
moment?  I  do  not  undertake  to  deny  that  the  word 
is  to  be  found  in  the  dictionary,  or  that  Shakspeare 
used  it;  but  I  meant  to  say  that  it  was  a  word  al- 
ways intended  for  purposes  of  scurrility — of  vulgar 
meaning — antl,like  many  other  epithets  in  Shaks- 
peare, not  appropriate  on  all  occasions,  and  certainly 
not  becoming  in  such  a  dignified  body  as  this. 

Mr.  HALE.    I  shall  read  the  authorities.    Here 
is  one: 
"0,yc  pandering  rascals,  there's  a  conspiracy  against  ine  !" 

[Laughter.] 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Very  well.  Would  the  Senator 
affirm  that  "  rascal  "is  parliamentary  language?" 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Would  the  Senator  be  so  good 
as  to  read  the  authority  again;  some  of  us  on  this 
side  did  not  hear  it  distinctly? 

Mr.  HALE.     Certainly— with  great  pleasure, 
sir: 
"0,y8  panderini;  lascals,  there's  a  oonspiraoy  against  nie  !" 

Why,  sir,  if  I  had  searched  the  dictionary  from 
beginning  to  end,  I  could  not  have  hit  upon  a  word 
which   more  clearly  expresses  wlial  1  meant  to 
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convey-  This  is  an  attempt,  on  the  part  of  the 
Adniiiiistration,  to  pander  to  the  passions  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  voters.  Tiiat  is  what  1  think. 
When  the  lionorabie  Senator  from  Mississippi 
says  he  has  great  confidence  in  the  Administra- 
tion  

Mr.  FOOTE.  Will  the  honorable  Senator  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him  for  a  moment?  The  most  se- 
rious part  of  what  I  said  was  not  so  much  a  denial 
of  his  allegation  as  a  solemn  call  upon"  him  for 
evidence  in  support  of  the  charge. 

Mr.  HALE.     I  understand. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Allow  me  further  to  state  my 
proposition. 

Mr.  HALE.     Certainly. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  If  a  person  were  arraigned  as  a 
criminal,  and  no  evidence  of  his  guilt  was  produced, 
he  would  certainly  go  free  of  punishment;  I  there- 
fore invoice  the  Senator  to  adduce  his  proofs — I 
challenge  him  lo  the  proof. 

Mr.  HALE.  The  evidence  is  to  be  found  in  the 
absence  of  all  proof  to  the  contrary.  This  is  a  fair 
mode  of  argument,  as  the  Senator  must  admit. 
When  there  is  something  palpable  on  the  face  of 
thecase — if  noother  motive  than  that  which  strikes 
the  mind  as  being  the  palpable  motive  is  made  to 
appear — then  the  inference  is  legitimate,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  all  proof  to  the  contrary,  that  that  is  really 
the  motive. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Suppose  the  Senator  were  charged 
with  a  grave  offence,  of  which  he  was  altogether 
innocent — though  appearances  were  against  him — 
anil  if  he  failed  to  adduce  proof  of  his  innocence, 
would  he  then  be  justly  found  guilty? 

Mr.  HALE,  ^'on  constat  I  The  conclusion  does 
not  follow  from  the  piemises — not  at  all.  But  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi  said  that  Pope  Pius  the 
Ninth  was  "  the  man  of  the  age.  "  Why,  I  thought 
James  K.  Polk  was  "  the  man  of  the  age  !"  I  should 
like  to  know  what  right  any  Democrat,  sound  in 
the  failh,  has  to  pronounce  Pope  Pius  "  the  man  of 
the  age  !"  I  did  not  propose,  however,  to  go  into 
this  cpiestion  of  a  mi.^sion  to  Rome.  I  rose  only 
for  the  purpose  of  freeing  myself  from  the  charge 
of  using  a  vulgarism.  As  modified,  however,  by 
the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  instead  of  a  charge, 
it  is  a  compliment.  I  ffeel  flat,tered.  He  says  that 
my  sentiment  is  becoming  very  common  amongst 
the  people.  I  agree  wi'h  him.  I  do  believe  the 
people  regard  this  as  an  attempt,  on  the  part  of  the 
Administration,  to  pander  to  Roman  Catholic  pre- 
judices. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  allow 
mc  to  correct  him.  I  did  not  say  that  the  senti- 
ment was  common  amongst  the  people,  but  that 
his  language  was  of  a  common  caste  and  charac- 
ter. 

Mr.  HALE.  Well,  I  am  a  common  man.  I  do 
not  pretend  to  be  anythins:  else.  And  now,  having 
exposed  the  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  Adminis- 
tration as  well  as  I  can,  I  would  appeal  to  Senators; 
and  if  there  are  any  other  ainbitious  men  in  the 
Senate  besides  myself,  I  would  call  on  them  to  see 
to  it,  that  the  man  who  has  prepared  this  measure 
doe.sn't  "  bring  all  this  grist  into  his  hopper."  If 
there  be  any  other  Presidential  aspirant  here  besides 
myself,  I  think  he  had  better  look  well  to  this 
business.  Did  the  Senator  from  Michigan  speak 
lo  me  ?  [Laughter,  in  which  the  reply  of  Mr.  Cass 
was  lost  to  the  reporter.] 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.  When  the  Senator  from 
Mi.ssissippi  alluded  to  the  fear  of  Austria,  had  he 
reference  to  any  remarks  made  by  me? 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  alluded  entirely  to  the  speech 
of  tlic  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  of  which  I 
hod  rend  liiile  more  than  the  half. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  have  but  a  word  to  say  on 
this  bill.  We  have  all  been  amused  by  this  le.xi- 
cographicnl  discussion,  which  is  entirely  innocent. 
But  I  exceedingly  regret  thai  this  measure  should 
have  been  regarded  in  any  other  than  a  purely 
bu.siness  point  of  view.  1  regard  it,  and  I  hope  I 
shall  conlinne  lo  regard  it,  sirictly  in  that  light. 
This  Government  recogni/.e.s  no  .such  thino-  as  sec- 
tarian prejudices  or  sci'iarian  feelings.  "We  are 
accustomed  lo  act  altogether  irrespective  of  all  such 
considerations.  But  though  I  have  iny  prejudices 
on  this  .subject,  and  1  hope,  with  due  deference  to 
the  opinions  of  others,  yet  I  am  utterly  incapable, 
while  sitting  here,  of  acting  with  regard  to  any 
sectarian  feelings  whatsoever.  I  shall  act  in  this 
case  purely  a.s  a  business  transaction.  Well,  then, 
whai  i.s  it  in  thai  light?  This  mission  originated 
in  one  of  two  purjioscs — in  either  the  political  or 


the  commercial  aspect  of  the  case,  or  in  both .  The 
whole  subject  of  our  diplomatic  agencies  have  been 
frequently  spoken  of,  and  some  have  concurred  in 
the  opinion  that  the  multiplication  of  so  many  mis- 
sions in  the  States  bordering  on  the  Mediterranean 
has  been  bad  policy.  1  have  thought  that  it  was  a 
very  convenient  mode  of  gratifying  perhaps  many  of 
our  political  friends  under  all  Administrations;  and 
I  know,  that  a  few  years  ago,  this  matter  was  the 
subject  of  conversation  in  a  very  intelligent  circle, 
and  that  a  suggestion  was  then  made  which  struck 
me  as  a  wise  one,  to  the  effect,  that  if  we  could 
annihilate  several  of  the  missions  already  estab- 
lished, of  very  little  political  or  commercial  im- 
portance, it  might  be  important  to  send  a  full  min- 
ister to  some  point  in  the  Italian  Slates,  who  might 
concentrate  all  our  interests,  commercial  and  polit- 
ical, and  give  dignity  and  efliciency  to  our  diplo- 
matic relations  in  that  quarter  of  the  world.  I  am 
willing  to  admit,  that  in  that  point  of  yiew,  Piome 
might  be  a  suitable  location  for  such  a  mission,  as 
there  is  at  that  city  a  vast  confluence  from  all  parts 
of  Europe;  and  in  a  political  aspect  it  might  be 
useful.  Our  commerce  with  the  Papal  States  is 
not  very  great,  but  it  is  a  matter  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. 

As  lo  the  progress  of  liberal  opinions,  in  Italy 
or  elsewhere,  1  am  perfectly  willing  to  sympathize 
in  all  efforts  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  the  people; 
but  here,  in  my  place,  I  protest  not  only  against  all 
attempts  to  excite  religious  feeling  or  sectarian 
feeling,  but  al.so  against  the  idea  that  it  is  the  inis- 
sion  of  this  Government  to  propagate  our  own 
views,  or  in  any  way  lo  interfere  with  the  internal 
affairs  of  any  other  people.  Against  religious 
propagandism  and  political  propagandism  I  am 
equally  opposed.  Whenever  T  behold  shackles  and 
fetters  falling  from  the  limbs  of  mankind,  I  rejoice, 
and  freely  extend  my  sympathies;  but  sitting  here, 
in  this  place,  I  trust,  sir,  that  nothing  shall  divert 
my  attention  from  the  duties  which  belong  to  this 
station,  and  the  interests  to  which  I  am  solemnly 
bound  to  give  exclusive  attention.  We  are  here 
to  attend  to  our  own  affairs,  not  to  meddle  with 
the  domestic  concerns  of  any  other  people. 

I  have  had  some  difficulty  in  determining  whe- 
ther, either  in  a  political  or  commercial  aspect,  any 
mission  was  called  for  at  Rome.  At  all  events,  I 
have  made  up  my  mind  to  vote  against  the  full 
mission.  I  would  vote  for  a  minister  resident. 
We  send  a  minister  resident  lo  Constantinople,  the 
city  of  the  Turk;  and  also  to  the  Heathen  in  the 
Eastern  seas  and  China.  This  we  do  totally  irre- 
spective of  religious  differences,  and  almost  purely 
from  considerations  of  commercial  policy,  very 
little  political  interest  being  involved.  I  confess  I 
do  not  regard  with  favor  the  multiplication  of  these 
diplomatic  agencies,  which  does  look  something 
like  making  snug  provision  for  political  friends. 
Without  imputing  any  such  motives  in  the  present 
case,  I  must  say  that  I  have  seen  evidences  of  a 
gradual  tendency  in  this  direction  under  all  the  Ad- 
ministrations. I  am  desirous  of  checking  it;  and 
I  do  not  know  that  1  could  be  brought  to  vote  in 
favor  of  this  measure  at  all,  were  it  not  in  order  to 
show  that  I  cannot  be  affected  by  any  sectarian  in- 
fluences whatever.  Of  all  the  great  principles  which 
lie  at  the  foundation  of  our  free  institutions,  I  be- 
lieve that  there  is  none  more  conservative  and 
more  essential  to  the  security  of  those  institutions, 
than  the  principle  of  universal  toleration  and  equal- 
ity of  all  the  churches,  each  being  left  to  the  volun- 
tary support  of  its  own  members.  History  has 
taught  us  that  whenever  the  church  becomes  con- 
nected with  the  State — without  any  imputation 
on  the  principle  of  religion  itself — corruption  and 
abuse  of  power  are  the  result. 

Again,  I  have  always  thought  that  the  policy  of 
this  Government  in  reference  to  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal European  missions  was  unwise.  I  would 
give  them  more  imposing  cfTect.  The  represent- 
atives abroad  of  this  great  and  wealthy  and  pow- 
erful people  ought  not  to  stand  at  the  tail  of  the 
whole  diplomatic  corps  of  Europe.  I  would  give 
them  more  consideration.  The  money  would  be 
wisely  spent.  It  would  be  wise  policy  also  to 
provide  the  materia!  suitable  to  the  place.  But, 
perha|)s,  in  a  C(u\ntry  like  ours,  where  party  must 
always  have  large  influence,  it  can  hardly  be  hoped 
that  such  appointments  will  be  always  the  mo.st 
judicious.  I  shall  vote  against  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  have  a  very  few  word.s  to  say 
on  the  matter  before  the  Senate.     I  nhall  vote  for 


this  mission,  and  for  a  minister  of  the  highest 
grade;  because,  if  there  be  any  reason  for  the 
establishment  of  the  mission  at  all,  it  appears  to 
me  that  it  should  he  of  the  first  cla.^^s.  One  or  two 
objections  have  been  urged  against  this  measure; 
and  one  has  been,  that  it  was  intended  to  affect  the 
ballot-boxes  in  tiie  United-  States — a  conclusion 
drawn  from  the  fact,  that  the  head  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  which  it  is  proposed  to  send  this  mission, 
is  a  member  of. a  particular  church.  That  objec- 
tion thus  resolves  itself  into  this:  that  although  the 
mission  be  sent  to  a  Government,  yet  because  the 
head  of  that  Government  is  the  member  of  a 
church,  therefore  it  shouM  not  be  sent.  Now, 
when  our  Constitution  required  us  to  keep  our 
hands  ofl'this  sacred  subject  of  religion,  it  simply 
prohibited  two  things:  the  establishment  of  a  State, 
religion,  and  the  persecution  of  any  particular  re- 
ligious faith  whatever.  But  because  the  head  of 
the  Government  to  which  this  mission  is  to  be  sent 
is  the  member  of  a  church,  it  is  argued  that,  there- 
fore, the  minister  ought  not  to  be  sent. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  hope  the  Senator  does  not 
allude  to  any  remarks  of  mine? 

Mr.  ALLEN.  No,  sir.  This  mission  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  church.  It  is  a  mission  to  a 
government,  not  to  a  priest.  It  is  a  mission  to  a 
government  recognized  as  such — a 'errestrial,  not  a 
celestial  government — a  government  known  by  law 
to  the  nations,  and  sustaining  relations  as  a  govern- 
ment to  other  nations — a  government  in  all  essential 
features,  independent  of  the  peculiarity  of  an  eccle- 
siastic at  its  head.  I  say,  then,  it  does  not  become 
us,  who  have  no  jurisdiction  of  this  sacred  subject, 
to  proscribe,  or  to  attempt  to  proscribe,  any  branch 
of  the  church  whatever,  or  any  creed  or  denomi- 
nation of  Christians.  So  far  as  this  objection 
goes,  I  plead  the  Constitution  in  answer  to  it.  We 
have  no  right  to  proscribe  men  or  a  government  on 
account  of  their  religious  opinions.  Well,  then, 
that  objection  may  be  set  aside.  What  is  the 
other?  That  there  is  but  little  commerce  with  the 
Papal  Slates.  True,  but  this  mission  is  recom- 
mended by  the  Executive  upon  other  than  com- 
mercial grounds.  It  is  recommended  upon  high 
political  grounds — reasons  which  will  outweigh 
mere  commercial  considerations — reasons  that  will 
stand  good  so  long  as  there  is  a  tongue  to  utter  the 
name  of  freedom  jn  the  world.  The  President 
presents,  as  the  first  of  these  reasons,  that  the 
peculiar  political  condition  of  the  Pai^al  States — a 
condition  in  which  it  was  impossible  for  him  as 
the  head  of  a  great  government  of  freemen  not  to 
sympathize  if  he  truly  represented  his  country- 
men. The  liberation  of  oppressed  humanity  has 
but  commenced  in  Italy.  A  change  has  been  pro- 
posed, the  object  of  which  is  to  free  the  o]ipressed, 
and  diminish  the  number  of  the  starving.  When 
such  a  state  of  things  as  this  is  about  to  transj)iro 
in  that  part  of  the  world  most  sacred  to  our  classic 
recollections  as  well  as  to  the  Christian  sympathies 
of  our  whole  people  of  every  denomination,  does  it 
become  us  to  stand  here  and  talk  about  the  amount 
of  commerce  that  floats  upon  the  Tiber,  before  we 
expend  a  few  thoushnd  dollars  for  the  establish- 
ment of  this  mission  ?  There  is  nothing  new  in  all 
this.  The  idea  did  not  originate  with  the  Presi- 
dent. It  is  not  for  the  first  time  heard  in  this  broad 
land;  nor  is  the  policy  proposed  one  which  for  the 
first  time  meets  a  response  in  the  heart  of  this  peo- 
ple. Many  a  year  ago  this  government  followed 
the  example  of  all  other  governments  in  the  world, 
and  tendered  its  sympathies  to  a  people  who  were 
struggling  in  the  same  cause.  Why,  sir,  vvhen- 
ever  an  unfortunate  people  have  been  endeavoring 
to  free  themselves  from  despotic  authority,  and  the 
effort  has  been  crushed  by  force  of  arms,  every 
other  despot  in  Europe  has  sent  his  minister  with 
congratulations  to  the  successful  tyrant.  When, 
on  the  other  hand,  the  people  triumph — when,  as 
recently  in  Paris,  the  people  bear  upon  their  shoul- 
ders the  shattered  fragment  of  a  throne,  and  con- 
sume it  with  fire,  and  the  model  of  our  own  Consti- 
tution is  selected,  does  it  become  ns  to  stand  here 
and  add  up  the  diflerence  between  #4,500  and 
$9,000,  in  order  to  determine  whether  we  will  stand 
by  and  see  brother  despot  congratulate  bVother  des- 
pot for  his  triumphs  over  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
whilst  we  dare  not  offer  our  congratulations  to  the 
people  when  they  triumph  over  their  despotic 
rulers?  No,  sir,  our  Government  has  acied  in 
this  matter  before  this  day.  A  famous  resolution 
was  long  since  moved,  in  obedience  to  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's recommendation,  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
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atives,  to  tender,  in  the  form  of  a  legislative  vote, 
the  sympathies  of  the  American  people  to  the 
struggling  Greeks.  But  now,  it  seems,  we  are  to 
stand  by  and  behold  unmoved  the  attempt  of  the 
head  of  a  government  to  extend  the  liberties  of  his 
people  despite  of  the  opposition  of  neighboring 
d«spots,  who  fear,  in  the  progress  of  Italian  reform, 
that  their  thrones  may  be  endangered.  We  are 
told  that  we  have  no  commerce  on  the  Tiber,  and 
that  we  must  on  no  account  expend  nine  thousand 
dollars  in  order  to  aid  the  course  of  freedom 
throughout  the  world  I  Sir,  I  hope  we  shall;  and 
I  hope  further,  that  there  will  be  spirit  enough 
within  the  walls  of  this  Capitol  to  tender  the  con- 
gratulations of  Congress,  in  the  name  of  the  peo- 
ple, to  their  triumphant  brethren  in  France,  before 
we  adjourn.  That  is  what  I  hope.  We  know 
what  is  going  on  in  the  world,  and  we  cannot  avoid 
taking  sides,  at  all  events  by  sympathy  and  by  all 
the  moral  influences  that  we  can  bring  to  bear. 
We  cannot  avoid  taking  sides  with  the  people  of 
Europe  without  betraying  the  great  cause  of  hu- 
man liberty. 

We  live  in  an  age  of  the  world  when  great  truths 
are  established  too  glaring  for  any  man  to  say, 
"  I  look  but  see  not!"  One  great  truth  has  been 
established  within  the  last  forty  days;  and  I  pro- 
nounce it  one  of  the  most  important  truths  which 
has  been  politically  established  since  the  found- 
ation of  society,  and  it  is  this:  that  armed  men 
no  longer  afford  a  guarantee  to  despotism.  Stand- 
ing armies  can  no  longer  be  relied  on  to  sustain 
thrones,  but,  on  the  contrary,  mix  and  mingle 
with  the  oppressed  muftitude,  and  are  the  first  to 
i-educe  those  thrones  to  a«hes.  That  is  the  great 
truth  of  the  age.  It  has  just  been  established  in 
France — established  in  the  presence  of  a  hundred 
thousand  bayonets  in  the  pay  of  the  crown  !  That, 
sir,  is  worth  more  than  all  the  discoveries  with  re- 
gard to  steam  and  electricity  that  have  been  made, 
no  matter  how  much  bragging  there  may  have 
been  about  the  use  of  these  elements.  There  are 
but  two  powers  in  the  government  of  man  now  in 
operation — force  and  public  opinion.  ForcE  has 
failed  in  the  heart  of  Europe,  and  the  governments 
there  must  forever  rest  upon  opmion,  and  that 
opinion  founded  upon  the  enlightened  reason  of 
the  people. 

I  am  driven  by  the  nature  of  the  discussion  far 
from  my  purpose  when  I  rose.  But  I  cannot  but 
think  the  events  in  Europe  at  this  hour,  which,  in 
connection  with  the  acts  ofthe  head  of  the  Papal 
States,  are,  by  an  involuntary  association  of  ideas, 
brought  up  in  connection  with  this  measure.  It  is 
impossible  to  speak  of  the  recent  interesting  events 
in  Italy  without  reference  to  the  regeneration  of 
France.  I  shall  vote,  sir,  for  the  establishment  of 
a  mission  of  the  highest  grade  to  the  Papal  States. 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  observations  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Ohio  make  it  necessary  that  I 
should  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Senate  fora  few 
moments.  1  do  not  propose  to  follow  him  in  the 
wide  field  into  which  he  has  entered,  nor  to  ques- 
tion any  of  his  gigantic  conceptions  with  regard  to 
recent  events  in  France;  but  to  come  back  simply 
to  the  consideration  of  the  question  before  the 
Senate.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  stated  that  some 
one  had  objected  to  the  establishment  of  this  mis- 
sion to  Rome,  because  the  sovereign  of  that  coun- 
try was  a  member  of  a  particular  church,  anil  as 
in  answer  to  a  question  put  by  my  colleague,' 
whether  the  reference  was  to  any  remarks  made 
by  hini,  the  Senator  from  Ohio  answered  in  the 
negative,  it  occurred  as  possible,  that  the  honora- 
ble Senator  might  have  referred  to  something 
which  fell  from  me  the  other  day. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  1  may  state  that  I  had  direct  and 
exclusive  reference  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina,  and  his  argument,  which 
was,  that  the  Protestant  people  of  the  United  Slates 
would  mark  this  transaction. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  understand,  then,  the  Sena- 
tor has  just  now  attributed  to  me  the  remark  that 
I  had  objected  to  the  establishment  of  this  mission 
because  the  head  of  that  Government  is  a  member 
of  a  particular  church.  It  is  very  certain  that  I 
said  no  such  tiling  as  the  Senator  just  now  attri- 
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butes  to  me,  and  I  think  it  is  equally  certain  that 
no  such  thing  can  be  deduced  from  what  I  did  say. 
Certainly  I  never  objected  to  the  establishment  of 
this  mission  because  the  sovereign  of  Rome  is  a 
member  of  a  particular  church.  Such  an  expres- 
sion never  fell  from  me;  and  I  am  certain  that  I 
never  conceived  such  an  idea.  Without  profess- 
ing to  have  any  superior  information  on  tlie  sub- 
ject, I  was  certainly  aware  that  the  sovereigns  of 
all  the  countries  of  Europe  with  whom  we  have 
diplomatic  relations,  are  members  of  particular 
churches,  or  religious  communities.  However,  I 
will  endeavor  to  re-slate  my  objection,  and  make 
it  so  clear  that  the  ground  which  I  take  cannot  be 
possibly  confounded  by  anybody  with  the  error  of 
objecting  to  a  mission  to  a  foreign  Government  be- 
cause its  head  is  the  member  of  a  church. 

This  mission  must  be  recommended  to  us  by 
some  considerations  either  of  interest  to  ourselves, 
or  the  general  welfare  of  society.  It  is  recom- 
mended by  the  President  on  the  ground  of  "  re- 
cent interesting  political  events,"  in  progress  in 
Italy,  under  the  direction  of  the  present  Pope;  and, 
secondly,  on  the  ground  of  exercising  a  due  over- 
sight over  our  commercial  interests  in  that  part  of 
the  world.  Now,  with  regard  to  the  latter,  it 
seems  to  be  conceded,  as  I  understand,  by  every 
gentleman  in  the  Senate,  who  has  taken  part  in 
this  discussion,  that  we  have  no  commercial  inter- 
ests with  the  Papal  States  that  require  this  mis- 
sion; that  as  these  interests  are  small  and  incon- 
siderable, and  have  been  sufficiently  provided  for 
by  the  three  American  consuls  in  the  Papal  States, 
so  they  may  safely  be  left  to  the  same  superintend- 
ence in  future.  The  honorable  Senator  looks  down 
with  scorn  at  the  idea  ef  troubling  ourselves  with 
any  such  sublunary  matters  as  commercial  interest; 
and,  soaring  entirely  above  any  of  those  earthly 
regions  which  we  occupy,  has  gone  on  a  transcend- 
ental excursion  in  pursuit  of  reasons  why  we 
should  institute  this  mission  to  Rome.  Now,  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  his  message,  has 
made  the  commercial  interests  of  the  qountry  one 
of  the  grounds  on  which  he  thinks  this  mission 
ought  to  be  established.  Being  myself  rather  a 
plain  man,  and  not  at  all  given  to  transcendental 
views  of  any  kind,  I  cannot  forbear  thinking  that 
an  American  Senate  may  be  more  properly  engaged 
in  considering  if  the  commercial  interests  of  this 
country  require  the  institution  of  this  mission. 
The  general  impression  seems  to  be  that  they  do 
not  require  it.  On  what  other  ground  is  it  asked 
that  now,  at  this  particular  time,  this  mission  shall 
be  established,  and  either  a  minister  or  a  charge 
sent  to  the  Papal  States?  "  The  recent  political 
events  in  Rome,"  which  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Ohio  has  spoken  of  as  if  there  had  been  some 
real  change  in  the  political  condition  of  the  people 
of  Rome — as  if  Pope  Pius  the  Ninth  had  adopted 
some  measures  by  which  absolute  power  should 
be  miligated,  and  some  degree  of  popular  rights 
established.  The  Senator  speaks  of  the  Pope  as 
if  he  were  engaged  in  an  effort  to  establish  civil 
and  religious  liberty.  He  speaks  of  the  sympathy 
which  every  American  heart  should  feel  for  all 
such  movements  in  every  paitof  the  world.  Well, 
then,  when  such  a  movement  does  take  place,  I 
hope  I  shall  have  a  reasonable  and  just  degree  of 
sympathy  for  it;  but  I  must  have  some  little  evi- 
dence of  its  existence  before  that  sympathy  can  be 
awakened.  Now,  I  ask  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Ohio,  who  is  no  doubt  familiar  with  all  these 
events  in  Rome,  what  step  the  Pope  has  taken  to- 
wards the  establishment  either  of  religious  or  civil 
freedom?  Has  he  granted  to  the  people  of  his 
States  a  legislative  chamber?  Has  he  given  them 
any  participation  in  the  privileges  of  government  ? 
Has  he  permitted  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the 
press?  Has  he  abolished  the  censorship?  Has 
he  granted  universal  religious  toleration  ?  Has  he 
abridged  any  portion  of  the  power  which  he  re- 
ceived from  his  predecessors?  Has  he  interposed 
a-single  barrier  in  any  form  to  the  exercise  of  that 
absolute  control  over  his  subjects  which  he  has 
received  from  his  predecessors  and  which  he  means 
to  hand  down  to  those  who  are  to  "succeed  him? 
Not  at  all.   He  has  made  some  municipal  reforms. 


He  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  kind  and  good 
master  to  his  subjects;  but  not  only  has  he  done 
nothing  by  which  their  condition  as  the  subjects 
of  an  absolute  sovereign  may  be  mitigated,  but  he 
has  expressly  disavowed  the  intention  of  making 
any  such  change.  But,  says  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  we  are  to  send  out  this  mission  for  the  pur- 
pose of  tendering  our  congratulations  to  the  people 
of  the  Papal  States  upon  the  advancement  that  they 
have  made  in  the  establishment  of  their  liberties 
under  the  patronage  of  their  sovereign  Pontiff.  Do 
they  assemble  in  conventions?  Do  they  meet  in 
legislative  bodies?  Have  they  any  representation 
whatever  by  which  they  are  recognized  as  a  power 
in  the  State,  and  to  which  these  congratulations 
can  be  tendered  ?  Not  at  all.  They  are  kindly, 
beneficently  governed,  and  as  far  as  their  personal 
welfare  is  concerned,  they  are  wisely  governed  by 
the  sovereign  Pontiff.  But  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
Senator  forgets  the  nature  of  that  sovereignty.  It 
is  as  the  first  Bishop  of  the  Church  that  the  Pope 
possesses  any  temporal  power.  The  Government 
is,  as  has  been  very  well  expressed  by  Make 
Brun — 

"An  elective  monarchj',  having  for  its  domain  the  earth, 
on  which  it  only  occupies  a  point;  and  for  its  empire,  the 
heavens,  from  which  it  lool<s  at  kings  us  its  inferiors." 

When  the  Pope  dies,  how  is  his  successor  ap- 
pointed ?  The  succession  is  not  by  hereditary  de- 
scent; there  is  no  election  by  the  people;  the  choice 
is  made  by  the  sacred  college  of  Cardinals. 

Mr., WEBSTER,  (in  his  seat.)  From  one  of 
their  own  number. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Yes;  and  that  college  consists, 
I  believe,  of  seventy  members — bishops,  priests, 
deacons.  They  meet  and  select  one  of  their 
body  as  the  successor  of  the  late  Pontiff,  and  he 
derives  all  his  power  from  that  body.  They  choose 
the  Pope.  He  is  elected'  by  a  body  of  priests,  and 
succeeds  to  an  absolute  power  over  the  people  of 
the  Papal  States.  It  is,  therefore,  an  absolute,  un- 
broken, and  unmitigated  despotism.  In  using  that 
term,  I  mean  no  reproach  to  the  present  Pontiff, 
who  is,  as  I  sincerely  believe,  greatly  in  advance 
of  a  large  proportion  of  the  distinguished  person- 
ages who  have  occupied  the  Papal  chair.  But  the 
government  is,  of  necessity,  a  despotism;  although 
it  by  no  means  follows,  that  the  individual  who 
exercises  the  power  may  be,  in  his  heart,  a  despot. 
Yet,  the  present  Pope  has  made  no  approximation 
to  freedom,  in  the  American  sense  of  the  term. 
What  do  we  understand  by  freedom  ?  Not  merely 
the  protection  extended  by  a  kind  and  beneficent 
ruler.  It  is,  to  be  subjected  to  the  government  of 
a  known  law.  It  is,  to  have  guarantees  that  our 
rights  shall  not  be  invaded;  and  amongst  these 
rights,  is  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  by 
the  body  of  the  people.  It  is,  to  enjoy  a  share  in 
legislation,  which  is  null  and  void,  without  the 
assent  of  our  people.  Now  it  is  impossible,  in  my 
view  of  it,  that  the  Pope  can  establish  such  a  sys- 
tem of  free  government  in  his  dominions.  We  all 
know  that  it  is  one  of  the  claims  put  forth  by  the 
sovereign  Pontiff,  that  he  was  conslitued  "  prince 
over  all  nations  and  kingdoms" — "  he  plucks  up, 
pulls  down,  destroys,  plants,  and  builds,"  at  his 
sovereign  pleasure — exercising,  in  short,  all  those 
powers  claimed  by  Pope  Pius  the  Fifth,  in  his 
famous  Bull  of  Excommunication.  We  know  that 
the  church,  of  which  the  Pope  is  the  head,  never 
changes.  Other  things  may  change,  but  the  Cath- 
olic church  changes  not.  What  was  once  claimed 
by  her,  is  ever  claimed  by  her.  It  is  true,  in  the 
progress  ofcivilization,  in  modern  tiities,  the  ])ower 
to  exercise  the  claimed  authority  over  the  nations 
and  kingdoms  of  the  earth  has  fallen  into  disuse, 
because  it  can  be  no  longer  carried  into  execution, 
and  because,  perhaps,  there  is  no  disposition  to 
carry  it  out.  But  this  power  is  still  claimed.  It 
is  impossible,  then,  according  to  this  view  of  the 
Papal  authority  and  government,  that  the  Pope 
could  divide  the  authority  with  the  people  of  his 
States,  which  has  been  annexed  to  his  spiritual 
kingdom,  in  order  to  give  it  external  dignity  and 
respectability. 

It  seems  to  me,  that  when  this  matter  comes  to 
be  carefully  considered,  it  must  be  regarded  as 
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simply  a  mission  from  this  country  to  tlie  first 
bishop  of  the  world;  because  it  is  only  as  an 
ecclesiastic  that  the  sovereign  Pontiff'  exercises 
temponil  authority.  The  point  of  my  objection 
is,  that  this  is  a  mission — not  as  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  supposes,  to  a  member  of  a  particular  church; 
but  that  it  is  sending;  a  mission  to  a  spiritual  sover- 
eign, who  is  the  head  of  the  Catholic  church. 
And  I  said,  and  now  repeat,  that  the  Protestant 
communities  of  this  coujUry  will  regard  that  step 
as  a  great  departure  from  the  principles  whicii  have 
regulated  our  intercourse  with  other  nations.  I 
do  not  object  to  the  mission  because  the  person 
to  whom  it  is  to  be  sent  is  a  member  of  a  particu- 
lar church,  or  because  he  happens  to  be  the  head 
of  the  Catholic  church.  I  object  to  it  because  he 
is  a  spiritual  potentate,  and  there  are  no  interests 
of  the  United  States  in  his  dominions  which  re- 
quire the  presence  of  a  diplomatic  agent  of  this 
country.  It  is  on  this  ground  that  I  object  to  the 
establishment  of  this  mission,  and  on  that  ground  I 
would  object  to  a  diplomatic  mission  to  the  bishop 
of  any  church. 

I  agree  in  what  was  said  by  my  friend  from  In- 
diana, that  if  it  be  our  object  to  testify  our  respect 
for  free  institutions  and  republican  government  in 
the  Old  World,  by  the  establishment  of  a  mission, 
we  had  much  better  send  a  minister  to  the  Swiss 
Confederation.  But  I  think  my  friend  might  have 
gone  still  further.  There  is  one  republic,  to  which 
the  sending  of  a  mission  could  not  be  interpreted 
as  evincing  anything  else  than  a  sincere  desire  to 
pay  homage  and  respect  to  a  republican  govern- 
ment. There  is  the  little  republic  of  San  iVlarino, 
with  its  thirty  square  miles  of  territory,  and  seven 
thousand  inhabitants,  which  has  existed  as  a  re- 
public for  fourteen  centuries.  It  is  tlie  oldest  sister 
that  we  have  in  the  world.  She  was  a  republic 
for  ten  centuries  before  this  continent  was  discov- 
ered; and  if  we  are  disposed  to  go  out  of  our  way, 
and  send  missions  merely  for  tlie  purpose  of  ex- 
pressing our  sympathy  with  the  republican  insti- 
tutions of  mankind,  here  is  a  case  for  its  unexcep- 
tionable exercise.  Such  a  mission  could  not  be 
regarded  in  any  other  light  than  as  manifesting 
before  the  world  our  reverence  for  this  small  but 
ancient  republic. 

But  I  understood  the  other  day,  if  I  correctly 
followed  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Missouri,  that  he  was  disposed  to  establish 
this  mission  in  consequence  of  the  grand  associa- 
tions connected  with  Rome.  .  I  trust  that  I  can 
appreciate  the  classic  feeiing-s  of  the  honorable 
Senator — I  trust  I  am  not  altogether  indifl'erent  to 
such  considerations — but  I  cannot  see  how  they 
would  justify  us  in  sending  amission  for  tlie  pur- 
pose of  testifying  our  respect  to  the  departed  great- 
ness of  ancient  Rome.  I  would  suggest  that  the 
money  necessary  for  the  establishment  of  such  a 
mission  had  much  better  be  appropriated  to  send- 
ing to  Rome  and  defraying  the  expenses  of  some 
of  our  young  men  of  g -nius,  as  usual  without 
means,  who  might  be  employed  in  studying  the 
works  of  ancient  art,  and  return  to  their  own  coun- 
try accompli.^hed  painters  and  sculptors,  able  to 
adorn  their  native  land  with  works  which  might 
exercise  the  most  important  influences  in  educatino- 
and  improving  the  public  taste.  But  I  also  under- 
■*  stood  that  Senator  to  suggest,  that  he  would  be  in 
favor  of  making  this  ultimately  a  mission  for  the 
\yhole  of  the  Italian  States.  When  that  proposi- 
tion comes  before  us,  it  may  be  worthy  of  consid- 
eration. At  present,  however,  I  do  not  think. that 
any  necessity  exists  for  the  establishment  of  this 
mission.  Other  gentlemen  think  dilferentiy,  and 
-  will,  of  cour.se,  govern  themselves  by  their  own 
judgment. 

Mr.  I-'OOTE  then  addressed  the  Senate  in  favor 
of  the. mission  to  Rome,  in  a  speech,  of  which  a  full 
rep9rt  v/ill  be  given  in  the  Appendix, 

The  (luestion  was  th.-n  taken  on  the  amendment 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS-M.-r..  Allen,  AMiley,  Bashy,  Ronton,  C.-.s^ 
Dickinson,  Uix,  Donsla-.,  Downs,  I'tlcli,  Footc,  Johnson 
or  Georgia,  and  .Moor — Li.  ' 

N'AYs— .\l<;«HrM.  Atchison,  Athoiton,  Biidner.  Baidwin- 
n.,11,  Br-rrion^  Rradlmry,  B,ill.  r,  Calh.-un,  (;hn  ton  CriU  ". 
don,  DavHOI  Massachusnits,  Davis  of  Mi!.sis»lnni  Davion' 
Greoiic,  Hale,  Hannegan,  Hiinlcr,  JoIimhou  oI  honisjann' 
LewiH,  Manijuin,  Mason,  ,\ili;n,  1'liulp.s,  Tuniey.  L'lidtr' 
wood,  (Jphao),  and  Westcolt— 28. 

The  amendment  was  therefore  rejected;  and, 
after  some  further  progress  liad  been  made  in 
amending  the  bill — 

Th4  Senate,  on  motion,  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  March  21,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN  rose,  he  said ,  to  make  a  priv- 
ileged motion.  He  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  yesterday,  by  which  the  House  had  instructed 
the  Committee  on  Printing,  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  printing  an  extra  number  of  the  Presi- 
dent's message  and  the  correspondence  of  General 
Scott  with  the  Department  of  War,  which  accom- 
panied it. 

He  wished  to  make  a  brief  explanation  of  his 
reasons  for  such  a  motion,  and  to  justify  his  pre- 
diction of  yesterday,  when  he  expressed  his  ap- 
prehension that  this  correspondence  would  not  be 
full.  Since  that  time  he  had  ascertained  what  was 
the  character  of  this  correspondence,  for  if  it  were 
not  full,  he  did  not  want  any  extra  copies  of  it.  He 
had  looked  over  that  correspondence  briefly  since 
it  has  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  printer, 
and  he  was  sorry  to  say  that  his  worst  fears  were 
realized.  He  found  that  it  was  not  a  full  state- 
ment of  the  correspondence.  He  found  not  only 
that  some  important  letters  were  omitted  alto- 
gether, but  that  of  some  letters  extracts  were  given 
from  the  middle;  of  others,  they  were  furnished 
with  the  end,  and  in  some  cases  they  had  the  be- 
ginning and  the  end,  but  no  middle.  He  had  no 
doubt  that  those  gentlemen  who  furnished  this  cor- 
respondence exercised  the  discretion  given  to  them 
very  honestly  under  the  resolution  of  this  House 
which  called  for  it.  Perhaps  the  resolution  justi- 
fied them  in  keeping  back  the  'documents  entire, 
for  no  doubt  those  gentlemen  honestly  thought  that 
by  sustaining  the  persons  now  in  power,  they  were 
doing  that  which  was  important  to  the  welfare  of 
this  country.  Anything  which  had  the  tendency 
to  lower  the  present  Administration  in  the  public 
estimation,  or  to  overthrow  it,  they  doubtless  hon- 
estly thought  was  detrimental  to  the  public  inter- 
est. That  he  would  not  pretend  to  dispute.  But 
he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this 
correspondence,  and  to  show  that  it  was  too  im- 
perfect to  be  sent  to  the  country.  There  was  noth- 
ing in  this  whole  correspondence  that  he  deemed 
injuvious  to  General  Scott;  on  the  contrary,  he  had 
no  doubt  it  would  elevate  General  Scott,  and  place 
him  on  that  favorable  ground  on  which  he  ought 
to  stand,  and  on  which  he  would  stand  when  the 
whole  facts  were  known. 

But,  before  he  remarked  on  this  point  of  the 
subject,  and  proceeded  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  one  or  two  important  documents,  he 
wished  to  say  that  he  had  been  brought  to  the  con- 
clusion at  which  he  had  arrived,  respecting  the 
management  of  this  war,  from  a  perusal  of  these 
documents — his  conclusion  was,  that  the  war  had 
been  neglia;ently  managed  by  the  Administration, 
and  that  all  the  merit  of  it  was  due  to  our  generals. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  rose  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  He  desired  to  know  whether  the 
Speaker  considered  it  in  order  to  indujge  in  a  course 
of  irrelevant  debate  on  a  motion  to  reconsider;  and 
he  sn.pposed  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
would  admit  that  his  course  of  remark  was  irrele- 
vant. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  said  he  was  speaking  on  the 
matters  embraced  in  this  correspondence  and  the 
despatches  which  had  passed  between  the  depart- 
ment and  our  generals;  and  this  he  supposed  was 
in  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  said  the  gentle- 
man was  di.qcussing  the  manner  in  which  the 
President  and  the  Secretary  of  War  had  managed 
the  war  with  Mexico.  If,  hcSwever,  the  whole 
question  was  to  be  thrown  open — if  both  sides 
were  to  be  heard — if  the  Speakerdeemed  it  in  order, 
on  a  motion  to  reconsider  a  vote  ordering  the  print- 
ing of  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  a  certain  docu- 
ment, to  go  into  a  general  dei)ate,  let  it  be  so. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  these  motions  to 
print  and  to  reconsider  opened  the  general  question 
embraced  in  the  documents  to  be  printed,  but  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  must  confine  him- 
self to  that  question. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  .said  he  would  confine  him- 
self to  this  correspondence.  Well,  then,  they  hud 
here  a  correspondence,  in  compliance  with  a  call 
of  this  House,  which  purported  to  give  the  whole 
of  General  Scott's  despatches  as  well  as  the  cor- 
respondence of  General  Taylor.  He  was  not  about 
to  discuss  the  origin  of  this  war — the  House  had 
decided  that  it  was  unconstitutionally  and  unne- 


cessarily begun — but  he  intended  to  advert  to  facts 
shown  by  this  correspondence,  which,  to  his  mind, 
made  it  appear  that  this  Administration  had  been 
guilty  of  gross  negligence  in  not  furnishing  our  offi- 
cers with  what  it  had  undertaken  to  furnish;  and 
he  intended  to  comment  on  the  manner  in  which 
General  Taylor  had  been  left  in  Mexico.  He 
knew  not  that  the  country  fully  ujiderstood  this 
matter,  and  he  should  therefoi^e  make  some  obser- 
vations on  the  extraordinary  course  which  the 
department  had  pursued. 

He  would  here  remark,  that  this  correspond- 
ence, as  furnished  by  the  President,  which  pur- 
ported to  be  the  correspondence  and  despatches  of 
General  Scott,  did  not  contain  one  important  docu- 
ment, in  which  was  embraced  the  whole  plan  of 
the  campaign  which  General  Scott  went  to  Mex- 
ico to  execute.  That  was  omitted,  and  for  what 
reason .'  Pie  would  here  say  that,  while  the  Ad- 
ministration had  pursued  its  miserable,  contempti- 
ble system  in  the  prosecution  of  this  war,  what 
had  been  well  done  had  been  done  by  our  offi- 
cers and  the  army  under  their  command,  and  the 
Administration,  while  apparently  undertaking  to 
furnish  all  the  correspondence  of  General  Scott, 
knew  well  that  it  was  important  not  to  send  in 
General  Scott's  plan  of  the  campaign.  Pie  did  not 
intend  to  go  into  an  examination  and  discussion  of 
these  despatches  at  this  time;  but  this  he  would 
say,  that  if  General  Scott's  plan  had  been  carried 
out,  we  should  long  since  have  seen  an  end  of  this 
war.  The  Administration  had  this  plan  in  June  or 
July,  and  if  it  had  been  carried  out,  we  might  have 
had  a  termination  of  this  war  twelve  months  sooner 
than  we  now  have.  But  the  Administration  did 
not  think  proper  to  adopt  and  to  adhere  to  Gen- 
eral Scott's  plan;  and  yet,  on  looking  over  Gen- 
eral Scott's  correspondence  recently,  he  did  not 
find  a  single  suggestion  in  it  that  had  not  been 
verified  by  facts.  It  not  only  had  turned  out  as 
he  told  them,  that  if  volunteers  were  sent  out  they 
would  die  there — as  they  did,  defirived  of  tents  to 
shelter  them,  as  well  as  of  other  necessaries  of  life — 
but  that  no  onward  movement  could  be  made  for 
want  of  horses  and  the  means  of  transportation. 
It  was  only  tlie  other  day  that  he  heard  a  gentle- 
man in  the  other  wing  of  this  Capitol  denouncing 
Gener^al  Taylor,  for  advancing  on  Monterey,  with 
from  six  to  eight  thousand  men,  when  he  had 
twenty  thousand  men  in  the  valley  of  the  Rio 
Grande.  Now,  if  the  correspondence  were  all  pub- 
lished, it  would  be  seen  that  the  Administration 
obliged  him  to  undertake  that  movement,  but  failed 
to  furnish  him  with  horses  or  wagons  for  the  trans- 
portation of  his  troops.  If  General  Taylor  had 
been  furnished  with  proper  means,  he  would  have 
captured  the  enemy  at  Monterey , without  the  heavy 
loss  he  sustained,  and  thus  have  escaped  the  vote 
of  censure  of  this  House  at  its  last  session;  and 
the  despatches  would  show  that  through  that  entire 
campaign  General  Taylor  was  crippled  in  conse- 
quence of  the  War  Department  not  having  furnish- 
ed him  with  the  means  of  accomplisliing  all  he  de- 
sired. But  the  War  Department,  seeing  that  the 
contest  had  been  so  conducted  by  General  Taylor, 
with  theineflicient  means  at  his  disposal,  as  though 
resulting  in  a  series  of  brilliant  victories,  to  give 
no  hope  of  an  early  peace,  thought  jiroper  again  to 
consult  General  Scott,  who  was  then  in  this  city, 
and  at  length  to  take  his  counsel  as  to  future  oper- ' 
ations.  General  Scott  accordingly  elaborated  a 
plan  of  campaign,  which  the  Administration  has 
not  thought  proper  to  give  to  the  public.  In  that 
plan  General  Scott  foresaw  all  the  contingencies 
which  would  arise. 

He  wished  to  go  to  Vera  Cruz  with  14,000  men, 
and  he  expected  to  capture  it  in  a  certain  time. 
•He  then  intended  to  march  forward  to  Jalapa,  and 
10,000  additional  troops  were  to  be  furnished  him 
for  that  purpose.  General  Scott  preferred  regu- 
lars for  his  expedition,  which  he  was  compelled  to 
take  from  General  Taylor;  but,  after  that  m^aswre 
had  been  decided  upon,  the  Administration  had 
ample  time  to  reinforce  General  Taylor,  as  they 
promised  to  do,  by  raising  his  command  to  10,000 
men  long  before  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista.  It 
came,  then,  with  a  bad  grace  from  the  Administra- 
tion, or  its  oi-icans  and  friends,  to  censure  General 
Scott  and  General  Taylor,  when  they  had  failed  to 
do  that  which  they  had  promised  to  enable  those 
Generals  to  carry  on  their  operations. 

But  after  General  Scott  hud  gone  to  Vera  Cruz, 
and  succeeded  in  capturing  that  city,  what  was  the 
next  step  of  thii  Administration  .>    It  was  an  at- 
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tempt  to  supersede  him  by  a  Lieutenant  General. 
Tlie  Administration  was  willing  to  let  General 
Scott  go  forward  against  Vera  Cruz;  and  many 
regarded  it  as  a  desperate  undertaking,  many  deem- 
ed it  impracticable  to  capture  Vera  Cruz.  The 
gentleman  the  Administration  selected  to  be  the 
Lieute'nant  General  so  regarded  it;  General  Tay- 
lor, too,  spoke  doubtingly  of  it,  and  said  that  the 
attempt  ougb.t  not  to  be  made  with  less  than  25,000 
men.  But  the  Administration  were  willing  that 
General  Scott  should  go  there,  that  he  might  take 
the  responsibility  of  the  expedition  in  case  of  a 
failure,  and  be  superseded  by  a  Lieutenant  General 
if  he  succeeded.  General  Scott  succeeded  at  Vera 
Cruz,  and  subsequently  at  Cerro  Gordo;  and  he 
had  the  authority  of  a  gentleman  of  experience  in 
such  matters,  then  in  his  eye,  [turning  to  ColoneL 
Haskell,]  for  saying  that,  but  for  the  consummate 
skill  displayed  by  General  Scott  in  turning  the 
enemy's  j^osilion,  the  valor  of  our  troops  would 
have'failed  to  force  the  passage.  Perhaps  the  only 
thing  to  be  regretted  in  those  brilliant  achievements 
was  that  which  was  occasioned  by  one  of  Mr. 
Polk's  own  friends,  (General  Pillow,)  in  exposing 
the  regiment  of  a  friend  of  his  (Mr.  C.'s)  unneces- 
sarily. General  Scoit  then  succeeded  with  con- 
summate ability,  and  he  proceeded  on  his  march 
to  tlie  city  of  Mexico;  but  when  he  arrived  at 
Jalapa  he  found  the  Administration  had  failed  to 
furnish  him  with  the  ten  thousand  troops  which 
were  promised.  It  was  not  three  days  since  he 
heard  a  friend  of  this  Administration  assail  General 
Scott  for  discharging  the  volunteers  before  their 
time  had  expired.  Why,  their  time  expired  in 
June,  and  General  Scott  found,  in  the  month  of 
April,  that  they  could  not  march  to  the  city  of 
Mexico  for  want  of  wagons,  horses,  and  other 
means  of  transportation.  Fie  discovered  that  their 
time  would  expire  before  they  could  march,  and 
therefore  he  sent  them  home  that  they  might  escape 
the  vomito.  And  yet  General  Scott  was  assailed 
for  that!  In  one  of  General  Scott's  letters  (he 
alluded  to  one  written  from  Puebla,  25th  July)  he 
complained  of  this  failure  on  the  part  of  the  Ad- 
ministration in  sending  him  troops  and  means  of 
transportation;  and  he  says  that  the  first  communi- 
cation he  received  from  the  department,  after  the 
capture  of  Vera  Cruz,  contained  a  censure,  and, 
afterthe  victory  of  Cerro  Gordo,  without  one  word 
of  commendation,  he  had  been  condemned  for  dis- 
charging on  parole  the  prisoners  taken  at  the  latter 
place.  He  adds,  that  he  would  go  on  with  his  gal- 
lant army,  inferior  in  numbers  as  it  was,  and  that 
in  five  or  six  weeks  he  would  reach  the  city  of 
Mexico,  unless  stopped  by  a  peace  or  armistice; 
at  which  place,  according  to  the  rate  at  which  the 
censures  were  progressing,  he  thought  it  likely  that 
he  would  be  suspended  from  command.  In  this 
matter  he  exhibited  his  usual  sagacity  and  fore- 
sight, as  subsequent  events  have  shown.  General 
Scott's  correspondence,  as  sent  in,  shows  all  this, 
but  it  has  not  been  furnished  to  this  House.  Why 
should  the  correspondence  of  General  Worth  with 
General  Scott  be  published  and  this  withheld.' 

It  would  be  monstrous  to  suppose  that  the  intel- 
lect of  our  rulers  was  so  distorted  and  utterly  per- 
verted as  to  think,  that  in  this  correspondence 
there  was  anything  to  justify  the  Administration 
in  its  course  towards  this  injured  soldier.  The 
Administration  seemed  to  think  that  the  crime  he 
had  committed  was  so  enormous  as  to  render  it 
necessary  he  should  be  tried  on  the  spot,  in  the 
very  presence  of  the  enemy,  and  before  the  gallant 
army  he  had  led  to  victory.  A  quarterma'ster,  a 
new  colonel,  and  a  militia  officer,  were  sent  to  try 
him.  All  the  procnedings  of  the  court  martial  had 
been  kept  in  the  most  profound  darkness.  Thus, 
at  the  close  of  the  mo.=;t  brilliant  campaign  in  the' 
national  annals,  this  brave  and  accomplished  leader 
found  himself  suspended  from  command.  In  less 
than  six  months  he  had  taken  Vera  Cruz,  with  its 

-impregnable  castle;  he  had  marched  four  hundred 
miles  into  the  heart  of  a  country  the  most  difficult, 
by  reason  of  its  physical  features,  armed  and  pre- 
pared to  resist  him  at  every  step,  with  a  force  of 
less  than  ten  thousand  men;  with  this  little  band 
he  had  put  to  rout  thirty  thousand  men  of  the 
enem)'',  mtrenched  in  positions  the  strongest  by 
natureand  art,  skillfully  turning  them  in  every  in- 
stance, and  had  stormed  and  taken  a  walled  city 
of  two  hundred  thousand  inhal)itants,  utterly  an- 
nihilating the  army  opjiosed  to  him,  and  capturing 

_  in  his  march  seven  hundred  pieces  of  cannon.  And 
for  this  he  had  been  suspended.     The  despatches 


showed  what  had  at  first  been  the  temper  of  Trist 
towards  General  Scott.  Why  had  General  Scott 
been  thus  suspended  .'  To  show,  as  it  v/ould  seem, 
the  authority  of  the  Administration  !  To  demon- 
strate the  great  power  and  dignity  of  Mr.  Presi- 
dent Polk  and  his  Government,  the  conqueror  of 
Mexico  must  be  overthrown.  But  Mr.  C.  would 
tell  gentlementhat  if  they  imagined  that  the  Amer- 
ican people  viewed  such  a  proceeding  with  indif- 
ference, they  would  find  themselves  under  a  great 
mistake.  Wherever  Mr.  C.  had  gone,  and  where- 
ever  his  information  extended,  thei%  was  a  deep 
feeling  of  indignation  at  such  treatment  in  reward 
for  such  services.  And  he  should  be  greatly  dis- 
appointed if  the  Administration  had  not  raised  in 
the  country  a  storm  which  they  would  be  little 
able  to  meet.  They  seemed  to  desire  to  make  an 
exhibition  of  General  Scott  under  arrest.  It  re- 
minded him  of  a  passage  in  history,  recorded  in  a 
book  which  was  not  so  often  read  as  it  deserved  to 
be.  He  alluded  to  the  scriptural  account  of  the 
manner  in  which  Samson  was  treated  by  his  con- 
querors. Having  got  the  strong  man,  at  whose 
name  they  trembled,  into  their  power,  they  bound 
him,  and  reserved  him  for  exhibition  on  State  oc- 
casions. In  one  instance,  when  brought  forth  be- 
fore the  people  to  make  them  sport,  he  laid  his 
hands  on  the  main  pillars  of  the  edifice,  and  brought 
it  down  in  ruins  upon  the  lords  of  the  Philistines. 
If  the  present  Administration  did  not  experience  a 
like  fate  at  the  hands  of  the  people,  it  would  owe 
its  escape  toother  causes  than  its  ov/n  merits. 

General  Scott,  in  one  of  his  letters  from  Puebla, 
looking  on  the  inadequate  force  with  which  he  was 
about  to  march  upon  the  capital,  predicted  that  he 
should  have  a  thousand  of  his  men  killed  before  he 
reached  it,  all  whose  lives  might  have  been  saved 
had  he  been  furnished  with  the  force  suitable  and 
proper  for  such  a  conquest.  But  with  the  feeble 
command  he  led,  he  had  pushed  his  triumphant 
way  in  the  face  of  the  most  unequal  opposition, 
every  day  fighting  a  battle,  till  he  entered  the  gates 
of  Mexico  in  triumph.  One  is  reminded  of  an 
incident  of  European  history.  After  the  battle  of 
Pavia,  Charles  V.,  having  his  rival  Francis  a  pris- 
oner, asked  of  a  French  peasant  who  was  brought 
before  him,  "how  many  days' journey  is  it  to 
Paris.?"  "  Tv/elve,  sir,"  Vv^as  the  reply;  "but 
they, will  be  days  of  battle."  There  was,  how- 
ever, one  striking  difference  between  the  cases. 
Though  Charles  was  only  twelve  days' journey 
from  Paris,  he  was  never  able  to  reach  it;  but  Scott 
did  reach  Mexico,  marching  on  steadily,  though 
he  had  to  fight  a  battle  each  day. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  had  been  told  that  the  Duke  of 
Wellington — one  of  the  best  men  in  the  world  to 
pronounce  an  opinion  on  such  a  subject — had  de- 
clared that,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  country 
assailed  and  its  natural  means  of  defence,  he  had 
not  supposed  there  was  a  captain  in  the  world  who 
could  take  the  city  with  such  means;  but  that  Scott 
had  moved  on  as  regularly  as  a  general  would 
march  in  time  of  peace,  exhibiting  the  most  con- 
summate skill  and  indomitable  courage.  Nor  was 
this  all  his  glory.  He  had,  besides,  effected  a  treaty 
of  peace — a  treaty  which,  to  be  sure,  was  not  all 
that  could  have  been  desired,  but  that  was  no  fault 
of  his.  The  Administration  had  not  trusted  him 
with  its  negotiation.  Although  he  had  shown  such 
proofs  of  his  capacity  in  civil  as  well  as  political 
movements;  although  he  had  been  sent  by  General 
Jackson  (no  personal  friend  of  his)  to  keep  the 
peace  at  Charleston  in  the  days  of  nullification, 
and  subsequently  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the  Maine 
bonier,  as  well  as  to  put  down  the  insurrection  on 
the  Canada  line,  and  in  each  case  he  had  succeed- 
ed in  his  mission;  yet  the  present  Administration 
could  not  tnist  him,  but  had  appointed  the  head 
clerk  in  the  Department  of  State,  to  manage  a  dip- 
lomatic mission  of  this  weight  and  importance. 
The  correspondence  contained  sufficient  evidence 
of  what  sort  of  a  man  this  clerk  was;  and  though 
but  little,  comparatively,  had  been  given,  we  could 
tell  Flercules  by  his  foot;  and  this  diplomatic  cler- 
ical subordinate, in  what  did  appear,  vilified  General 
Scott,  in  the  most  insulting  language,  and  talked  of 
"  bringing  him  down  from  the  clouds,  where  he 
had  attempted  to  soar  over  the  heads  of  ordinary 
men."  General  Scott  treated  this  functionary  with 
merited  contempt.  But  (from  what  cause,  did  not 
appear)  in  a  few  months  this  person  wholly  changed 
his  tone;  and  writing  home  about  General  Scott, 
declared  him  to  be  the  wisest  and  .greatest  man  in 
the  world.     General  Scott  had  fought  his  way  to 


the  capital  of  Mexico,  and  having  driven  the  op- 
posing armies  before  him,  and  dispersed  and  anni- 
hilated their  force,  made  a  treaty  of  peace.  If  it 
was  deemed  a  bad  treaty.  General  Scott  was  not 
responsible  for  its  defects.  It  was  his  duty  to  effect 
peace  by  such  a  treaty  as  the  Administration  would 
sanction.  For  the  Administration,  it  was  a  most 
lame  and  impotent  conclusion  of  their  ill-conducted 
\yar.  They  had  begun  the  war  with  the  declara- 
tion that  they  must  have  not  only  v/hat  Mexico 
owed  ourcitizensforspoliations,  but  indemnity  also 
for  the  cost  of  tlie  war  itself,  and  security  for  the  ful- 
fillment of  the  terms  of  peace.  But,  instead  of  all 
this,  this  humbled  Administration  got  oidy  a  quit- 
claim to  Texas,  (which  they  insisted  had  been  ours 
before) — agreed  to  pay  Mexico's  debt  to  our  citi- 
zens for  spoliations,  and  for  two  worthless  provinces 
had  stipulated  besides  to  give  her  fifteen  millions  of 
dollars.  A  gloi'ious  consummation,  indeed  !  Why, 
we  gave  but  fifteen  millions  for  Louisiana,  which 
was  v/orth  twenty  times  the  value  of  both  put  to- 
gether. This  was  doing  wondei's,  truly,  after  having 
spent  a  hundred  millions  in  the  war,  and  lost  thou- 
sands of  valuable  lives.  If  Mexico,  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  had  offered  us  such  a  bar- 
gain. Congress  would  not  have  accepted  it.  Much 
talk  had  been  made  about  indemnity,  but  we  had 
got  no  indemnity;  for  the  country  we  had  bought 
so  dear  was,  almost  all  of  it,  private  property.  The 
land,  whatever  of  it  was  worth  cultivating,  belong- 
ed to  individuals;  the  residue  was  worth  little  or 
nothing,  and  would  not  pay  the  expense  of  survey- 
ing and  selling  it.  The  formation  of  a  treaty,  at 
all,  reflected  very  high  credit  on  the  general  who 
effected  it,  while  the  terms  of  the  treaty  reflected 
no  glory  whatever  on  the  Administration. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  had  occupied  much  more  time 
than  he  at  first  intended,  nor  should  he  have  said 
so  much,  if  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr. 
Houston]  had  not  interrupted  him.  The  subject 
was  open,  under  the  motion  to  reconsider,  and 
gentlemen  would  have  full  opportunity  for  reply. 
He  insisted  that  all  tH%  credit,  both  of  the  wa*-  and 
the  peace,  v/as  due  exclusively  to  our  able  officers 
and  the  brave  men  they  commanded;  but  in  both 
the  Administration  had  utterly  failed.  When  it 
was  proposed  in  the  British  Parliament  to  throw 
forces  into  Canada,  as  a  preparatory  measure 
against  an  insurrection  there,  Wellington  had  in- 
sisted that  they  ought  to  be  on  a  large  scale,  adding 
the  memorable  remark  that  "  a  great  country  like 
England  could  not  have  a  little  war."  The  Ad- 
ministration of  our  Government  had,  however, 
tried  to  have  such  a  war;  they  had  done  their  best 
for  it,  having  pursued  throughout  a  picayune  sys- 
tem in  its  management,  because  the  generals  at 
the  hcEftl  of  our  armies  happened  to  be  Whigs ! 
Victory  having  nevertheless  been  won,  surely  the 
Administration,  if  it  had  had  any  soul,  would  have 
given  to  these  brave  and  able  men  the  credit  to 
which  they  had  so  justly  entitled  themselves;  but 
instead  of  this,  there  had  been  a  studied  effort  to 
degrade  them, lestthey  should  gaif!  too  much  popu- 
larity. 

Now  Mr.  C.  did  not  wish  the  country  to  pre- 
judge the  case  of  General  Scott,  on  such  fragments 
of  correspondence  as  were  here  sent  to  the  House 
by  the  Executive.  The  correspondence  had  been 
garbled — most  gi'ossly  garbled.  One  of  General 
Scott's  letters,  especially,  had  been  garbled  in  like 
manner  elsewhere.  The  papers  stated  that  a  man 
called  Cass,  in  a  certain  public  place  in  the  United 
States,  (he  would  not  say  where,)  had  read  a  part 
of  this  letter,  but  obstinately  refused  to  read  the 
residue.  Now,  who  had  ever  seen  one-half  of  a 
deposition  read  in  a  court  of  justice,  and  the  resi- 
due withheld  .'  Yet  that  was  the  liberal,  the  mag- 
nanimous system  of  the  Administration.  Mr.  C. 
denounced  it  in  advance. 

Those  who  had  been  opposed  to  this  war  had 
been  denounced  in  an  Executive  message  and  by 
Executive  jiartisans  as  "giving  aid  and  comfort  to 
the  enemy"  by  their  speeches  on  that  floor,  and 
thereby  preventing  peace.  No,  the  Opposition  had 
furnished  the  Administration  with  all  necessary 
means  to  carry  on  the  war — "  to  conquer  a  peace," 
as  the  phrase  went;  and  if  they  had  desired  a  peace 
they  could  have  had  it  long  ago.  But  they  wanted 
no  such  thing;  all  they  wanted  was  to  silence  the 
Whigs,  and  prevent  them  from  looking  into  the 
doing-s  of  the  Administration;  but  they  would  find 
that  the  Whigs  could  furnish  the  means  of  carry- 
in.o-  on  the  war,  anil  still  expose  the  abuses  and 
denounce  the  usurpations  of  the  President.    Wlien 
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Hannibul,  afier  fighting  the  battle  of  Cannrc  and 
was  n|iproacliiiig  the  city  of  Rome,  found  to  his 
disjnay  that  the  Romans  liad,  wliile  retaining 
means  to  defend  themselves  against  him,  sent 
out  a  reinfoicement  at  the  opposite  gale  to  one  of 
their  generals  in  Spain,  he  expressed  great  amaze- 
ment at  the  strength  of  a  people  who,  while  de- 
fending their  city  agamst  his  victorious  army, 
could  at  the  same  time  carry  war  into  a  distant 
province;  and,  in  like  manner,  the  Whigs  had  been 
found  strong  enough  to  conquer  New  Spain  a_nd 
carry  on  a  vigorous  and  successful  war  against  the 
enemy  near  this  capital.  When  this  correspondence 
should  be  published,  Mr.  C.  intended  to  say  a  few 
things  more  about  it,  and  .ihow  the  people  how 
shamelessly  it  had  been  garbled  and  mutilated 
with  a  view  to  uphold  the  Administration. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mis.sissippi,  here  obtained 
the  floor. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  said  it  had  been  his  intention 
to  withdraw  his  motion  before  he  sat  down;  but, 
as  the  gentleman  had  got  the  floor,  let  him  go  on. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  proceeded  to  observe 
that  this  debate  was  wholly  unexpected  by  him, 
yet  he  wished  to  saya  few  words  in  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  That  gentleman 
had  taken  a  very  strange  altitude,  and  seemed  to 
want  to  place  the  Administration  and  its  friends  in 
another,  as  strange.  The  gentleman,  according  to 
his  own  showing,  believed  the  war  with  Mexico 
to  be  unjust  and  unconsiilulioual.  If  so,  then  it 
must  have  been  an  immoral  and  irreligious  war. 
And,  though  Congress  had  furnished  the  means  to 
carry  it  on,  and  llie  gentleman  himself  had  voted 
the  supplies  for  that  purpose,  yet  he  maintained 
thal'the  Executive,  in  its  arrangementof  the-troops 
employed,  had  virtually  been  making  war  upon 
one  of  our  own  generals,  and  would  have  rejoiced 
to  see  him  defeated.  Could  anything  be  conceived, 
even  in  the  heat  of  party  zeal,  more  ridiculous  than 
this.''  That  iie  who  was,  under  the  Constitution, 
commander-in-chief  of  the  whole  military  force  of 
the  country,  would  rejoice  to  see  our  armies  de- 
feated and  disgraced,  while  his  own  glory,  as  the 
alleged  author  of  the  war,  must  manii'esily  depend 
on  the  success  of  our  arms!  Why  this  attempt 
to  raise  up  the  Administration  against  our  generals, 
and  set  them  in  array  against  each  other  ?  In  this 
attempt,  advantage  was  taken  of  ihegenerals  them- 
selves. While  11  was  the  President  himself  who 
hud  called  General  Scott  to  the  head  of  the  army, 
it  was  pretended  tluU  it  had  been  done  only  to  de- 
stroy him.     Nothing  could  be  more  ridiculous. 

The  gentleman  alleged  that  the  Administration 
had  crippled  and  opposed  General  Taylor  from  the 
very  beginning;  that  they  had  not  furnished  him 
an  adequate  force  to  ca[)iure  Monterey,  arid  had 
refused  or  neglected  to  furnish  the  necessary  trans- 
portation. But  could  the  gentleman  have  examiuLd 
into  the  facts  of  the  case?  It  was  true  that  Gen- 
eral Taylor  had  made  such  a  complaint  in  a  letter 
to  General  Gaine.s;  but  the  moment  that  complaint 
was  known  to  ftie  Administration,  the  Quarter- 
master General  had  been  called  upon  to  explain. 
The  letter  of  General  Jesuji  (a  man  not  unknown 
to  this  country,  but  who  had  won  himself  some 
reputation  by  deeds  with  which  every  man  in  the 
country  was  familiar)  was  before  Mr.  T.,  and  he 
would  take  the  liberty  of  reading  some  extracts 
from  It.  It  was  an  interesting  document,  and,  from 
tlie  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, Mr.  T.  was  certain  the  gentleman  could  not 
have  read  it. 

[Here  an  extract  was  read  from  GciieralJesup's 
letter,  dated  New  Orleans,  December  5,  alleging 
that  u  was  all  the  fault  of  General  Taylor  him&ell, 
who  got  all  he  asked  for;  if  he  wanted  more,  he 
should  have  asked  for  more,  &c.J 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  repeat- 
ed m  hi.j  speecli  whiil  General  Jesup  had  hcaid  as 
a  report  on  his  way  to  New  Orleans.  When  that 
oflicer  iieard  the  report,  he  had  written  to  the  de- 
partment, referring  to  a  letter  fiom  General  Taylor 
of  the  tid  July,  aildressed  to  the  AiJjuiant  General, 
in  which  lie  .stated  that  he  must  have  to  rely  on 
the  country  for  tlie  meaii.s  of  tiaiiNp(niatioii,  &c. 
[Mr.  T.'  quoted  the  letter.]  Here  General  Jesup, 
after  making  his  explanation  and  (h  I'enci-,  added, 
that  if  his  statement  was  not  deemed  suliic.ent  and 
suii.'sfactory,  he  demanded  a  court  mai  tial.  Did  the 
gentleman'from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clikgman] 
desire  a  court  maitiul  to  seilie  the  question  whellitr 
the  U,uarlermaster  General  liad  or  had  not  dune 
hia  duty  to  General  Taylor .'     If  the  gciillenian  had 


had  the  fairness  to  admit  (what  was  no  doubt  the 
truth)  that  the  difiiculty  experienced  by  General 
Taylor  arose  from  the  subject  iiself,  and  was  in- 
herent in  the  state  of  the  country,  he  would  have 
done  Justice  both  to  General  Taylor  and  the  Ad- 
ministration. But  he  was  not  content  with  this. 
With  or  without  cause,  he  must  charge  the  Ad- 
ministration and  the  Executive  with  inefficiency. 
But  the  explanation  contained  in  the  document 
which  he  had  just  read,  was  so  entirely  full  and 
satisfactory,  that  all  just  and  honorable  minds  must 
admit  it. 

Mr.  T.  said  he  knew  well  how  far  party  zeal 
would  sometimes  drive  a  man  who  yielded  himself 
up  to  its  influence.  But  he  insisted  that,  if  gentle- 
men would  be  just,  they  must  either  give  the  credit 
of  the  war  and  of  the  peace  to  both  the  army  and 
the  Government,  or  else  deny  credit  to  either. 
•  Why  make  this  invidious  distinction  ?  Why  must 
the  generals  be  lauded  because  they  were  Whigs, 
and  the  Administration,  who  sent  and  who  sus- 
tained them,  be  condemned  because  they  were 
Democrats.'  General  Scott  told  the  Secretary  of 
War  what  he  proposed  to  do,  viz:  to  hold  the 
country  on  this  side  the  Sierra  Madre,  and  remain 
on  the  defensive,  [here  Mr.  T.  quoted  the  letter,] 
adding  that  it  would  be  the  policy  of  the  enemy 
to  cut  our  lines  of  military  deiences. 

Now,  here  was  the  sum  and  substance  of  the 
instructions  of  the  department  to  General  Scott: 
You  must  provide  sufficient  force  to  eni}.ble  General 
Taylor  to  hold  this  side  of  the  Sierra  Madre,  and 
the  other  troops  are  at  your  disposal  to  operate  on 
the  Gulf  coast,  especially  at  Vera  Cruz. 

He  next  read  from  the  letter  of  General  Scott  to 
General  Taylor,  informing  him  (General  T.)  that 
he  was  obliged  to  take  from  him  a  large  portion  of 
the  troops  he  had  so  long  commanded;  that  only 
sufficient  force  \yould  be  left  him  for  the  present  to 
act  on  the  defensive,  &c.  This  sufficient  force  was 
provided  for  General  Taylor  to  remain  on  the  de- 
fensive, General  Scott  being  authorized  to  deter- 
mine that  question — for  the  Secretary  himself  said 
no  positive  directions  would  be  given  touching  the 
number  of  forces  to  be  .  left  at  these  respective 
points,  and  that  General  Scott  himself  must  deter- 
mine that  question;  yet,  stranD;e  to  say,  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  intimated  most  broad- 
ly that  the  troops  were  withdrawn  from  General 
Taylor  that  he  might  be  defeated. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  (the  floor  being  yielded)  said 
he  had  not  intimated  any  such  thing.  He  bad  said 
that  they  were  withdrawn  from  General  Taylor 
by  orders  of  the  department,  and  they  undertook 
to  supply  him  with  other  troops  in  their  place,  but 
neglected  to  do  it. 

Mr. THOMPSON  (resuming)  said  that  remind- 
ed him  of  one  point.  As  the  gentleman  irom  North 
Carolina  was  not  a  member  of  the  last  Congress, 
he  would  not  therefore  be  lield  responsible,  but  his 
party  would  be  held  responsible  for  it.  It  was 
this:  why  troops  were  not  sent  forward  at  an  ear- 
lier day.  When  General  Scott  left  here,  it  was 
supposed  that  additional  troops  would  be  sent  for- 
ward . 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  (in  his  seat)  said  it  was  long 
before  that  that  the  bill  authorizing  the  President 
to  raise  fifty  thousand  volunteers  had  passed. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  replied,  it  was  very  true. 
But  he  would  like  to  know  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  if  General  Scott  did  not  desire  of 
the  Administration  ten  thousand  regulars,  and  if 
he  did  not  say  that  he  considered  regulars  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  the  service  .' 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  was  understood  to  remind 
the  gentleman  that  his  party  had  a  majority  of 
seventy  on  this  floor,  and  could  pass  any  measure 
they  had  a  mind  to. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  .said  that  was  very  true;  but 
it  was  also  true  that  the  minority  could,  under  the 
rules,  delay  the  ]iassage  of  a  bill,  particularly  in 
the  Senate,  by  discussion.  In  this  Hou.-se  they 
carried  it  through  with  the  utmost  promptness  un- 
der the  previous  question.  In  the  Senate  they  had 
a  very  meager  majority,  and  it  was  talked  »\Hn\ 
nearly  two  months.  fcJuch  was  the  history  of  the 
]iroc(edings.     Who  was  responsible  for  it? 

Mr.  HARALSON  (Mr.  T.  yielding)  .Miid  he 
had  better  avail  him.self  of  this  opportunity  per- 
haps to  put  himself  and  the  country  right  in  regard 
to  one  mailer.  He  did  not  remember  exactly  the 
(lay  upon  which  the  bill  providing  for  the  addi- 
tional military  J'orce  passed;  lie  thought  it  was 
upon  the  J  lih  of  February,  1847;  but  one  thing  he 


did  remember  well,  because  he  was  then  acting  in 
a  position  which  made  it  his  duty  to  look  well  into 
the  matter — that  the  bill  to  raise  the  ten  regiments 
was  reported  to  this  House,  he  thought,  on'th« 
29th  December,  certainly  on  the  very  first  day  at 
which  it  could  be  done  after  the  rei'erence  of  the 
President's  message,  and  on  the  day  after  that 
reference,  it  was  under  discussion  until  it  passed 
in  this  House  and  the  other.  The  bill  was  pre- 
pared in  arrticipation  of  the  reference  of  the  Presi- 
dent's message;  and  he  would  take  occasion,  as  it 
was  perhaps  his  duty  to  do,  to  say,  in  behalf  of 
theCommittee  on  Military  Affairs,  that  every  effort 
was  made  by  them,  especially  by  himself,  as  chair- 
man of  thexommittee,  to  press  it  to  final  action  as 
soon  as  possible.  Many  motions  were  made  by 
himself,  as  the  chairman  of  that  committee,  for 
that  purpose,  and  they  did  obtain  action  upon  it 
in  this  House,  as  well  as  the  other,  as  soon  as  the 
Opposition  would  let  them  have  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  (resuming)  said,  if  this  de- 
lay, then,  was  occasioned  by  the  action  of  Con- 
gress, apart  from  the  responsibility  of  one  party 
or  the  other,  (for  he  did  not  care  to  make  a  party 
speech,)  could  the  Administration  be  responsible.? 
At  the  time  the  troops  were  required,  the  Admin- 
istration urged  that  they  should  be  raised  at  the 
very  earliest  period.  There  was  not  a  member  of 
the  House,  not  a  man  in  the  country,  but  knew 
that  action,  actIont,  was  called  for  by  the  depart- 
ment— that  they  desired  early  and  immediate  action 
by  Congress.  General  Scott  at  that  time,  and 
General  Taylor,  so  far  as  he  knew,  believed  that 
there  was  a  sufficient  force  left  for  the  army  to 
remain  on  the  defensive,  and  he  (General  Scott) 
thought  he  had  a  sufficient  force  to  go  forward  to 
Vera  Cruz  and  attack  that  place;  and  the  result 
showed  that  his  calculations  did  not  deceive  him. 

And  here  he  would  say,  that  he  was  struck  with 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
[Mr.  Clingman]  upon  what  he  [Mr.  C]  supposed 
was  Mr.  Benton's  opinion  upon  the  attack  of 
Vera  Cruz.  He  would  like  to  know  by  what 
authority  the  gentleman  spoke.  So  far  as  he  (Mr. 
T.)  understood  Col.  Benton,  the  gentleman  had 
misrepresented  him  totally — entirely — this  morn- 
ing.  Whether  Mr.  Benton's  opinion  was  a  matter 

of  moment  or  not 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  interposed,  and  (Mr.  T. 
yielding)  said  he  had  referred  to  Mr.  Benton's 
speech  on  the  Lieutenant  General. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  supposed  the  gentle- 
man had  no  other  authority  than  Mr.  Benton's 
speeches.  He  knew  that  his  (Mr.  B.'s)  view 
was,  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  attack  that  strong 
castle;  that  we  could  go  into  the  interior,  and  that 
Vera  Cruz  would  fall  necessarily;  that  it  was  not 
necessary  to  make  a  direct  attack  upon  it  fi-om  the 
seacoast.  But  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
totally  misrepresenteil  the  fact  in  saying  that  Gen- 
eral Scott  had  been  sent  down  there  on  a  fool's 
errand,  with  a  small,  inferior  force,  to  be  cut  up, 
and,  if  it  was  cut  up,  the  Administration  would 
say,  "  Why,  General  Scott  went  down  there  by 
his  own  choice,  and  if  he  fails,  he  fails  as  the  result 
of  responsibility  assumed  by  himself."  Not  so. 
The  responsiliility  was  shared  both  by  the  Admin- 
istration and  General  Scott.  He  believed  he  could 
carry  that  strong  castle  with  the  force  furnished; 
the  Administration  told  him  to  go  forward;  he  did 
go  forward,  and  succeeded;  the  event  justified  the 
calculation.  Did  the  gentleman,  or  anybody,  sup- 
pose that  this  Administration  would  have  been 
satisfied  to  allow  General  Scott  to  go  upon  that 
expedition,  unless  they  had  been  convinced  like- 
wise that  he  could  succeed  in  it  ? 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  said  there 
had  been  a  bad  disposition  manifested  on  the  part 
of  the  Administration  throughout  the  war  towards 
General  Scott  and  General  Taylor.  He  (Mr.  T.) 
said  there  had  been  no  such  disposition;  that  the 
whole  correspondence  showed  the  utmost  kindness 
on  tlieir  part  towards  these  individuals;  and  this 
cfl'ort  to  get  up  an  opposition  between  the  Admin- 
istration and  the  Generals  was  made  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  benefiting  the  party  of  those  men 
who  were  ojiposcd  to  the  war,  being  great  friends 
of  those  who  had  fought  in  an  unjust  cause  !  Why 
say  that  these  Generals  had  gained  glorious  laurels 
for  themselves  and  their  country,  when,  at  the 
same  time,  the  individuals  who  made  that  declara- 
tion said  that  they  had  been  fighting  in  an  unjust 
and  unholy  cause? 

This  brought  him  to  the  course  of  the  gentleman 
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from  North  Carolina  liimself,  who  had  been  in  a 
ptcrfeGt  state  of  feverish  anxiety  to  get  hold  of  this 
correspondence.  Although  it  had  been  called  for 
by  resolution,  although  the  document  was  large, 
the  gentleman  had  for  the  last  five  or  six  days  been 
troubling  the  House  with  attempts  to  suspend  the 
rules,  upon  every  occasion  when  he  could  possibly 
introduce  his  motion,  that  he  might  submit  and 
have  passed  a  resolution  inquiring  why  it  had  not 
been  sent  in.  As  soon  as  it  was  sent  in — with  no 
portion  whatever  garbled,  as  the  gentleman  him- 
self must  be  convinced — the  gentleman  had  looked 
at  it;  he  (Mr.  T.)  had  not;  but  he  ventured  the 
assertion  that  not  one  single  sentence  had  been 
stricken  out  but  that  which  related  to  the  court  of 
inquiry  now  going  on;  he  had  not  seen  the  docu- 
ment, or  talked  with  any  of  the  heads  of  depart- 
jnents  about  it,  but  he  ventured  to  say  that  the  fact 
was  so.  But,  now  that  it  was  sent  in,  the  gentle- 
man continued  to  exhibit  his  feverish  anxiety  to 
know  why  the  Administration  liad  not  sent  in 
something  more;  and,  lo  and  behold !  he  was 
against  the  printing;  or,  if  it  was  printed,  he 
seemed  to  want  to  have  his  notes  and  comments 
go  out  to  the  country  as  a  part  and  parcel  of  the 
correspondence,  and  to  consider  that  they  were 
just  as  important  as  any  part  of  it!  Now,  he 
(JVIr.  T.)  had  no  doubt  but  the  people  would  be 
able  to  digest  these  reports,  and  that,  too,  without 
the  speech  of  the  honorable  gentleman  going  along 
with  it. 

He  had  been  struck  with  the  gentleman's  dispo- 
sition this  morning.  On  yesterday  he  could  say 
nothing.  But  since  he  had  looked  through  the  cor- 
respondence, he  said  there  were  garbled  statements; 
that  some  provisions  had  been  stricken  out;  and 
this  morning  the  gentleman  had  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  printing,  to  enable  him  to  make  his  speech; 
and,  moreover,  after  he  had  finished,  he  had  with- 
drawn his  motion;  thus  indicating  that  he  wanted 
his  own  comments  to  go  to  the  country;  that  he 
wanted  to  create  suspicion  on  the  part  of  the  peo- 
ple that  there  had  been  some  injustice  done — that 
there  had  been  some  impropriety  committed  by  the 
Administration,  without  allowing  any  word  of  ex- 
planation to  be  made  on  the  other  side. 

These  remarks  he  had  made  unexpectedly;  but 
he  thought  he  had  shown  there  was  something  ex- 
traordinary in  the  course  of  the  gentleman,  that  he 
should  privately  examine  the  documents, and  then, 
fearing  that  they  should  go  out  to  the  country  with- 
out his  comments,  should  roundly,  boldly  declare 
that  the  Administration  had  nograteful  feelings,  but 
were  desirous  to  ruin  the  generals  who  had  con- 
ducted the  campaign.  It  was  unworthy  of  the  high 
and  proper  course  which  should  be  pursued  on  the 
floor  of  Congress.  Let  them  do  justice  to  all;  let 
them  deal  fairly,  equally  with  all,  and  let  the  coun- 
try decide. 

Mr.  HASKELL  said  he  should  favor  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  to  reconsider, 
for  the  purpose  of  having  this  document  printed 
entire  when  it  was  circulated  in  the  country.  The 
best,  the  most  authentic  history  of  this  war,  was  to 
be  found  upon  the  public  records,  and  when  those 
records  were  all  published  and  sent  to  the  country 
entire,  then  alone  would  this  country  be  able  lo 
judge  properly  and  correctly  to  decide  upon  the  con- 
duct of  the  Executive.  He  was  firmly  convinced, 
from  what  he  had  seen,  from  what  he  had  heard, 
and  from  what  he  had  read  in  reference  to  the  con- 
duct of  this  war,  that  it  had  been  characterized  by 
a  series  of  Executive  blunders,  from  the  very  mo- 
ment the  order  was  first  given  to  General  Taylor 
to  march  to  the  Rio  Grande  up  to  the  present;  and 
he  was  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the  protracted 
character  of  this  campaign  had  grown  entirely  out 
of  miscalculation,  misapprehension  on  the  part  of 
the  Executive  in  reference  to  the  character  of  the 
foe  with  whom  we  were  contending. 

Could  any  reasonablp  man  believelhat  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  would  have  ever  ordered 
General  Taylor  to  break  up  his  camp  at  Corpus 
Christ!  and  to  advance  with  his  meager  force  to  th§ 
banks  of  the  Rio  Grande,  if  he  had  believed  that 
the  enemy  would  have  been  there  to  meet  him  so 
promptly  and  with  such  a  force?  From  the  time 
this  war  commenced  the  President  had  been  labor- 
ing under  the  idea  that  our  army  had  to  meet  a  foe 
too  insignificant  almost  for  American  valor  to  con- 
tend with,  and  had  very  evidently  believed  that  he 
could  bully,  threaten,  intimidate,  Mexico  into  peace 
at  any  time  he  desired.  It  was  with  this  misap- 
prehension that  he  had  ordered  tlie  advance  of  the 


army  to  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande.  The  Pres- 
ident believed,  as  Mr.  Slidell  had  informed  him  in 
one  of  his  despatches  from  Mexico,  that  the  ap- 
pearance simply  of  a  fornnidable  force  on  the  banks 
of  the  Rio  Grande  would  be  sufficient  to  intimidate 
the  enemy  t,o  terms.  The  President  had  calculated 
without  his  host,  and  had  found  that  mere  bravado, 
intimidation,  bullying,  and  threats,  were  not  suffi- 
cient to  awe  a  people  into  subjection  who  had  their 
firesides  and  their  homes  lo  defend.  So  far  from 
being  intimidated  into  peace,  the  enemy  met  our 
forces,  crossed  the  river, and  gave  them  battle  upon 
ground  where  the  President  had  supposed  our 
army  would  rest  undisturbed.  When  the  battles  of 
Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma  occurred,  it  was 
then  believed  by  the  President,  and  the  party  ef 
which  he  was  the  head,  and  by  the  great  body  of 
the  people,  that  peace  would  follow — that  this  man- 
ifestation of  American  valor,  this  proof  of  Ameri- 
can prowess,  would  be  sufficient  to  bring  about  a 
peace.  But  here"  again  the  President,  with  that 
want  of  forecast  which  had  characterized  him  from 
the  commencement  of  the  campaign  to  the  present 
moment,  had  most  grievously  miscalculated.  His 
object  was  to  show  that  the  protracted  character  of 
this  campaign  had  been  the  fault  of  the  Executive, 
in  his  want  of  foresight,  and,  it  being  so,  that  he 
was  properly  responsible  to  the  country  for  it. 

The  battles  of  Talo  Alto  and  Resaca  did  not 
bring  with  them  peace.  It  was  necessary  to  in- 
vade the  territory  of  theenemy  still  further,  to  pen- 
etrate into  the  inteiior,  and  endeavor  to  conquer  a 
peace,  and  at  the  same  time  to  wrest  from  him  his 
territory.  Now,  when  it  became  apparent  that 
General  Taylor  would  have  to  proceed  into  the  in- 
terior of  the  country,  and  the  battle  of  Monterey 
was  to  be  fought,  he  charged  upon  the  Executive 
that  he  had  totally  failed  to  supply  the  General  who 
headed  his  troops  with  transportation  and  the  sup-- 
plies  necessary  for  the  successful  prosecution  of 
the  war.  He  (Mr.  H.)  was  on  the  banks  of  the 
Rio  Grande  at  that  time.  He  knew  that  General 
Taylor,  when  he  marched  from  Camargo  to  Mon- 
terey, if  he  had  had  sufficient  transportation,  could 
have  taken  with  him  more  troops,  more  supplies, 
more  munitions.  He  was  compelled  to  move  from 
Camargo  in  this  crippled  condition,  and  to  assail 
Monterey  with  a  force  inadequate  to  the  work  to 
be  performed.  The  battle  of  Monterey  was  a  dear- 
bought  victory — one  which  came  near  not  being  one 
at  all;  and  if  General  Taylor  had  had  with  him 
more  artillery,  more  men,  there  would  have  been 
no  necessity  for  a  capitulation;  and,  instead  of  a 
surrender  of  the  enemy,  and  their  marching  out 
with  the  honors  of  war,  he  might  have  captured 
the  whole  of  them,  and  done  much  to  conquer  a 
peace  by  crippling  the  power  of  the  enemy. 

He  charged  this  partial  capture,  this  half-victory 
of  Monterey,  if  he  might  so  term  it,  upon  the  want 
of  foresight,  the  want  of  proper  wisdom  on  the  part 
of  the  Executive,  in  not  furnishing  General  Tay- 
lor with  the  means  and  munitions  necessary  to  ac- 
complish the  object. 

Well,  after  Monterey  fell,  after  that  victory  was 
heralded  upon  the  wings  of  the  wind,  and  tlie  ex- 
ultation and  joy  with  which  it  was  received  in  the 
United  States  was  manifested,  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  still  further  mistaking  the  character 
of  the  people  of  Mexico,  was  ready  to  rest  quietly 
and  persuade  himself  into  the  belief  that  the  work 
was  accomplished,  and  that  there  was  no  further 
necessity  for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war. 
He  believed  that  the  Mexican  nation  was  humbled; 
and  it  was  for  this  reason,  on  account  of  this  opin- 
ion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that  Gen- 
eral Taylor  was  left  at  Saltillo  with  such  an  inad- 
equate force  as  he  there  commanded.  He  could 
not  find  it  in  his  heart  to  believe  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  cherished  the  inhuman  pur- 
pose of  subjecting  General  Taylor  and  his  brave 
army  to  liutchery.  The  thought  was  too  horrible 
to  be  conceived,  much  less  to  be  harbored  and  ex- 
pressed. He  believed  the  reason  why  General 
Taylor  was  not  better  supplied  with  men,  why 
there  were  not  more  reinforcements  on  his  line  than 
there  were,  grew  out  of  the  want  of  forecast  and  of 
prudence  on  the  part  of  the  President;  because  he 
believed  he  had  already  conquered  the  enemy. 
General  Taylor's  troops  were  withdrawn,  his  reg- 
ulars were  all  taken  from  him;  he  was  left  with  a 
handful  of  men  at  Monterey  and  Saltillo;  and  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  indomitable  courage,  the  un- 
wavering determination,  and  all  t4ie  glorious  quali- 
ties that  make  a  soldier  which  adorned   that  old 


man,  disaster  would  have  followed,  ami  lamenta- 
tion and  wo  would  have  been  the  wail  of  the  entire 
country.  What  llie  mi.smanagement,  wliat  the  im- 
becility, what  the  want  of  foresight  on  the  part  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,'had  come  well  nigh 
producing — that  was,  disaster  and  ruin — the  ster- 
ling qualities  and  glorious  character  of  that  old  hero 
retrieved  and  madeglorious.  He  saved  thecountry. 
He  fought  not  only  an  enemy  who  were  rallied 
and  animated  to  desperate  resistance  by  a  leader 
who  had  been  imported  into  the  country  by  our 
Executive;  but  he  encountered  a  fire  in  the  rear; 
he  fought  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  and' 
Santa  Anna  in  one  and  the  same  battle,  and  de- 
feated them  both  ! 

Well,  after  the  signal  victory  on  the  ever-mem- 
orable field  of  Buena  Vista,  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  those  who  believed  with  him, 
again  got  into  theii'  heads  the  hope,  nay  the  belief, 
tliat  the  work  was  done — that  a  peace  had  been 
conquered.  Still  it  took  but  a  very  little  to  show 
that  peace  was  not  yet.  The  expedition  against 
Vera  Cruz  was  carried  out.  Tt  fell,  and  the  castle 
of  San  Juan  de  Ulna  was  taken.  This  fall  and 
capture,  in  the  admirable  manner  in  which  it  was 
performed,  was  attributable,  he  was  free  to  confess, 
almostentirelyto  the  great  military  spirit  and  sound 
judgment  of  General  Scott. 

But  after  the  capture  of  Vera  Cruz,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  once  more  deceived  himself 
with  the  hope  that,  inasmuch  as  he  had  got  pos- 
session of  the  key  which  unlocked  the  interior  of 
that  whole  empire,  the  work  was  accomplished, 
and  a  speedy  peace  would  follow.  And  it  was 
because  of  this  belief,  he  was  firmly  convinced, 
that  grew  the  hesitancy  and  the  failure  to  furnish 
forthwith  to  General  Scott  the  means  of  transport- 
ation necessary  to  enable  him  to  push  his  victory 
into  the  heart  of  the  country. 

After  every  movement,  the  President,  it  seemed, 
had  been  ready  to  fold  his  hands  until  Mexico  cried 
for  quarters.  With  the  iron  determination  of  the 
Spaniards,  mixed  up  with  the  savage  ferocity  of 
the  Indians,  the  Mexicans  evinced  a  stubbornness 
and  obstinacy  which  no  other  nation  had  ever  in- 
stanced. They  believed  that  they  were  the  great- 
est soldiers  in  the  world,  and  that  the  combined 
armies  of  the  globe  would  never  be  able  to  wrest 
from  them  their  territory,  or  tread  the  halls  of  the 
Montezumas.  Mr.  Polk  should  have  known  this. 
He  sliould  have  had  mind  enough,  or  those  who 
counselled  him,  to  have  known  something  of  the 
character  of  the  enemy,  and  made  proper  provisici 
for  the  execution  of  the  war.  The  battle  of  Buena 
Vista  preceded  the  fall  of  Vera  Cruz  but  a  very  few 
days;  and  if  General  Scott  had  been  provided  at  the 
moment  with  sufficient  supplies  of  transportation, 
and  with  the  ability  to  get  along  with  an  adequate 
force,  he  could  have  moved  forward  from  Vera 
Cruz  instantly;  he  could  have  passed  Cerro  Gordo 
without  a  battle,  and  entered  the  gates  of  Mexico 
before  her  army  could  have  rallied;  because,  at 
this  particular  time,  Santa  Anna  had  not  time  to 
have  reached  Vera  Cruz  from  Buena  Vista,  to  have 
defended  the  castle  of  San  Juan,  or  to  have  located 
himself  along  the  route  to  Mexico,  to  wait  for  Gen- 
eral Scott,  if  they  could  have  moved  from  Vera 
Cruz,  they  could  have  passed  Cerro  Gordo;  but  this 
Administration,  by  its  want  of  energy,  crippled  the 
army,  and  afforded  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy, 
by  enabling  them  to  meet  us  at  Cerro  Gordo. 

WkII,  General  Scott  broke  up  his  camp  at  Vera 
Cruz,  marched  to  Cerro  Gordo,  fought  the  enemy 
there,  and,  with  a  skill  and  military  science  which 
has  probably  never  been  excelled  by  living  man, 
he  conquered.  The  defeat  at  Cerro  Gordo  was  a- 
total  rout.  There  was  not  a  reginnnt  of  the  enemy 
left  to  make  a  stand  against  our  ai  my.  They  were 
dispersed  ,jd riven  in  every  direction  in  despondency, 
overcome  witli  the  overwhelming  defeat  and  dis- 
aster which  had  attended  their  footsteps.  Mexico 
was  at  that  moment  a  ready  prey  for  our  army,  if 
General  Scott  had  been  permitted  to  advance. 
What  was  his  condition?  There  was  Mexico  at 
that  moment  without  an  army — without  nicaiis  of 
making  any,  even  a  respectable  opposition  to  our 
advance;  into  the  city  of  Mexico;  and  yet  General 
Scott  was  unable  to  move  more  than  fifieen  miles 
from  the  field  of  battle.  Troops  and  means  of 
transportaticm  had  been  promised  hnn,  but  he  had 
not  got  them.  The  term  of  the  twelve  months' 
vohHiieers  was  about  to  expire;  and  if  the  Admin- 
istration had  used  ordinary  diligence,  he  could  have 
taken  the  city  of  Mexico  before  its  expiration. 
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But  ihe  delay  in  supplying  liim  with  the  means  to 
advance  compelled  him  to  stay  tiiere,  to  recupeiate 
and  recruit  his  troops;  the  tinieof  the  twelve  months' 
volunteers  approached  its  close,  and  they  were  sent 
lio/ne;  and  he  was  still  compelled  to  linger  there 
until  r«inforcements  could  come  up,  which  he  ex- 
pected to  arrive.  If  General  Scott  coidd  have 
advanced  after  the  battle  of  Cerro  Gordo,  he  could 
have  arrived  in  the  city  of  Mexico  without  a  single 
battle. 

Well,  General  Scott  moved  on  in  time  from  Ja- 
lapa,  and  he  entered  the  valley  of  Mexico.  He 
met  the  enemy  at  Contreras  and  Churubusco,  and 
fought  and  gloriously  triumphed  there.  lie  there 
nearly  accomplished  the  object  in  view.  But  it 
must  be  known  tiiat  all  this  iijnc — from  the  day  he 
left  Jalapa  to  his  arrival  in  the  city  of  Mexico — 
General  Scott  was  continually  interfered  with;  he 
was  not,  only  cramped  for  want  of  proper  means 
for  efRcienl  operations,  but  he  was  continually  in-* 
terfered  with  by  the  President  and  his  agents.  Mr. 
Polk  seemed  to  have  no  other  idea  than  that,  after 
every  battle  tlierewas  to  be  peace;  and  he  sent  oat 
Mr.  Trist  to  carry  out  his  views,  and  opinions, 
and  feelings,  in  reference  to  it.  If  General  Scott 
had  been  alone — if  he  had  not  been  hampered,  and 
tied,  and  bound  down  by  Mr.  Trist,  after  the  bat- 
tles of  Churubusco  and  Contreras,  General  Scott 
would  have  carried  Mexico  without  the  bloodshed 
which  followed.  He  (Mr.  H.)  charged  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  with  the  loss  of  every 
single  drop  of  blood  shed  by  every  American  sol- 
dier from  the  gates  of  Vera  Cruz  to  the  gales  of 
Mexico.  He  was  accountable  for  the  whole  of  it. 
The  President  talked  about  aid  and  comfort  being 
given  to  the  enemy;  he  talked  about  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war;  but  who  had  done  more  to 
furnish  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy,  and  less  to- 
wards a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war,  than  Mr. 
Polk.'  The  President's  absorbing  idea,  that  we 
were  to  have  peace  after  every  battle,  seemed  to 
have  prevented  any  provident  arrangements  tor  the 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  He,  by  the  de- 
lays for  which  he  was  accountable,  had  enabled 
the  enemy  to  meet  us  in  every  field.  Who,  then, 
had  given  so  much  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy 
as  James  K.  Polk,  the  President  of  these  United 
States  .'  This  was  believed  by  those  who  believed 
this  war  to  be  necessary,  as  well  as  by  those  who 
were  opposed  to  it.  It  was  believed  by  those  who 
took  part  in  it,  who  participated  in  its  victories,  and 
poured  out  their  life's  blood  for  the  honor  and  glory 
of  their  coiuitry.  He  charged  James  K.  Pollc,  for 
ordering  an  inefficient  force  to  advance  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  with  the  blood  that  was  shed  at  Palo  Alto 
and  Re.^aca  de  la  Palma.  He  charged  on  James 
K.  Polk  the  loss  of  so  much  life's  blood  on  the 
battle-field  of  Biiena  Vista,  where  General  Taylor 
was  left  with  a  handfid  of  men.  All  this  he  charged 
on  James  K.  Polk,  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  He  charged  that  James  K.  Polk,  by  his 
dilly-dallying  course,  had  given  time  to  the  enemy 
to  meet  us  on  every  battle-field  from  Vera  Cruz  to 
Mexico;  and  he  called  for  all  the  despatches  and 
correspondence,  that  it  might  be  published  to  the 
world  as  the  only  authentic  record  and  history  of 
the  war.  When  these  documents  shall  be  in  the 
hands  of  men,  they  would  not  fail  to  see  that  this 
war  had  been  protracted  by  the  conduct  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, and  that  all  the  victories  that  we  had  achiev- 
ed had  been  attributable  to  the  skill  of  our  generals 
and  the  indomitable  valor  of  our  soldiers. 

Before  he  took  his  seal,  he  wished  to  make  a 
remark  respecting  an  allusion  made  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Thompson.]  Not 
less  than  half  a  dozen  limes  duiing  his  remarks, 
that  gentleman  had  charged  on  the  Whig  party 
that  they  believed  iTiis  to  be  an  unjust  war.  Noth- 
ing was  more  common  than  such  an  accusation 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House  and  froin  Demo- 
cratic newspapers  throu-jhout  this  country.  They 
all  charged  that  the  Whig  party  proclaimed  this 
to  be  an  unjust  war.  Now,  in  some  portions  of 
the  Whig  i-arty  that  opinion  was  entertained;  but 
he  (Mr.  H.)  spoke  for  himself;  he  could  speak 
for  the  Whig  party. who  were  opposed  to  the  war 
where  he  lived;  he  could  speak,  too,  for  the  Whigs 
of  the  South  «n  that  subject;  and  for  himself  and 
for  them,  he  denied  that  they  had  ever  character- 
ized it  as  an  unjust  war.  lie  had  said  that  it  was 
unnecessarily  and  unconstitutionally  begun,  and 
80  he  now  said.  A  war  might  be  unjustly  begun, 
and  yet  justly  fought.  A  war  might  be  unneces- 
sarily begun,  and  yet  neccsdarily  prosecuted.     Il 


might  be  unconstitutionally  begun,  and  yet  consti- 
tutionally continued.  All  he  had  heard  said  by 
the  Vv'^hig  party  was,  that  it  was  unnecessarily  and 
unconstitutionally  begun  by  the  President,  and  yet 
il  was  necessarily  and  constitutionally  prosecuted. 
He  made  a  distinction  in  this  way.  He  held  that 
Congress  was  the  war-making  ]iower.  The  Pres- 
ident has  no  power  to  make  war  without  consult- 
ing Congress.  Well,  then,  this  war  was  uncon- 
stitutionally commenced,  because  the  President  had 
not  the  constitutional  power  to  make  war.  Tlie 
march  of  our  army  on  the  Rio  Grande  was  an  act 
of  war,  because  it  was  an  invasion  of  territory 
about  which  we  had  proposed  to  tieat.  When 
Congress  again  came  together,  they  found  the 
country  in  war.  There  was  no  time  then  to  spend 
in  useless  discussion.  In  the  emergency  in  which 
they  were  placed,  they  found  it  necessary  to  vote 
supplies  of  both  men  and  money,  and  hence  the 
war  which  was  unconstitutionally  begun  was  con- 
stitutionally conducted. 

He  could  readily  it^iagine  how  a  war  might  be 
unjustly  conuuenced,  aiid  yet  justly  prosecuted. 
For  instance,  he  might  use  insulting  language  to 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi.  He  might  en- 
deavor to  bully  that  gentleman  and  alarm  him  by 
threats.  The  gentleman  from  Mississippi  might 
reply  in  a  similar  spirit,  and  might  insull  him  (Mr. 
H.)  in  return,  and  ultimately  strike  hiin.  He 
(Mr.  H.)  would  grant  that  he  had  done  wrong  in 
threatening,  Jjullying,  and  attempiing  to  intimidate 
the  geiuleman  from  Mississippi;  but  he  had  been 
struck,  and  consequently  he  had  to  defend  himself, 
and  whatever  fighting  he  did  after  that,  he  consid- 
ered was  done  in  self-defence,  atid  fully  justified. 
[Laughter.]  Tlius  it  would  be  seen  lie  made  a 
dislinction.  This  may  not  be  a  just  war  as' far  as 
the  President  was  concerned,  for  he  had  assumed 
to  act  for  the  representatives  of  the  people,  and 
without  consulting  them,  and  thus  had  involved 
us  in  a  war  with  Mexico.  He  made  a  wide  dis- 
tinction between  the  action  of  the  President  and  of 
the  people.  The  President  had  done  wrong  in 
getting  us  into  this  difficulty,  but,  being  in,  we 
must  make  the  best  of  it.  Tlie  President  had  got 
us  into  a  difficulty,  and  now  what  they  had  to  do 
was  to  get  out  of  it  in  the  best  way  they  could. 

Mr.  McLANE  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Clingman.]  The  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  in  what  he  (Mr. 
McL.)  viewed  as  a  partisan  speech,  had  com- 
plained that  the  production  of  a  part  of  his  corre- 
spondence had  placed  General  Scott  unfavorably 
before  the  country,  and  had  called  for  the  whole 
as  an  act  of  justice  to  General  Scott.  Now,  how 
could  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  know 
that  there  was  any  other  part  of  that  correspond- 
ence, and  that  it  would  serve  to  defend  the  reputa- 
tion of  General  Scott.'  He  diftered  entirely  from 
the  conclusions  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina. He  believed  the  correspondence  of  General 
Scott  would  show  him  in  a  less  favorable  aspect 
than  he  deserved:  it  certainly  would  not  elevate 
him  before  the  country.  He  then  proceeded,  by 
a  reference  to  documents,  to  reply  to  the  attack 
which  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had 
made  on  the  Executive  management  of  the  war. 

The  gentleman  had  impeached  the  wisdom  of 
the  Administration.  He  had  told  them  that  the 
Administration  had  committed  a  series  of  blunders 
from  the  commencement  of  the  war  in  184(i  to  the 
present  lime,  and  that  it  had  exposed  the  army  to 
disasters,  and  its  generals  to  reproach  and  censure. 
Against  these  accusations  he  proposed  to  vindicate 
the  Administration,  and  he  should  not  be  found 
covering  up  the  skill  and  courage  of  General  Tay- 
lor, for  the  purpose  of  bringing  General  Scott  for- 
ward for  the  campaign.  When  this  campaign  was 
first  suggested  here,  it  was  a  column  of  attack 
from  the  head  waters  of  the  Missouri  to  the  Pacific; 
from  Texas  to  Chihuahua,  and  up  the  valley  of 
the  Rio  Grande  to  Monterey.  Then  the  invasion 
of  the  city  of  Mexico  was  not  looked  to.  The 
campaign  then  looked  to  the  occuf)ation  of  the 
northern  provinces  of  Mexico,  and  it  had  been 
eminently  successful.  But  then  a  new  era  occur- 
red. The  occupation  of  the  northern  provinces 
was  not  thought  to  be  enough.  It  was  thought 
necessary  to  occupy  the  whole  Gulf  coast,  and  it 
was  thought  possiljle  to  go  to  the  city  of  Mexico. 
Of  ihe  details  of  these  movements  the  gentleman 
from  Noith  Carolina  had  sought  to  place  the  re- 
sponsibility on  the  Administration.     To  shift  that 


responsibility  upon  General  Taylor  and  General 
Scott,  showing  that  they  concurred  in  and  advised 
all  the  details  of  the  campaign,  he  read  extracts 
from  several  despatches.  From  these  documents 
he  proceeded  to  show  what  number  of  men  Gen- 
eral Taylor  deemed  necessary  for  the  operations 
in  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  Gulf  coast, 
and  stated  ihat  the  Government  called  out  the  num- 
ber of  troops  that  were  required  by  its  general,  on 
whose  advice  and  recommendation  it  acted.  The 
President  sent  a  message  to  Congress  urging  the 
necessary  action  to  furnish  the  force  required;  and 
where  then  was  the  responsibility.'  He  said,  he 
argued  this  question  of  concurrence,  not  to  place 
either  general  in  the  wrong,  for  he  thought  them 
both  right, butto  refute  theunfounded  attackwhich 
had  been  made  on  the  President.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  the  responsibility  of  those  who 
acted  with  a  party  majority,  and  to  show  that  the 
course  pursued  by  the  friends  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Haskell]  had  the  effect, 
whatever  the  design  might  have  been,  to  afford  aid 
and  coiTifort  to  the  enemy. 

He  next  proceeded  with  his  documentary  quota- 
tions to  show  the  agency  of  General  Scott  in  the 
movement  on  Vera  Cruz  and  Mexico.  It  was 
General  Scott  who  took  General  Taylor's  forces. 
He  read  General  Scott's  letter  to  General  Taylor, 
written  two  days  after  he  received  his  order  from 
the  War  Department,  in  which  he  told  General 
Taylor  that  he  must  leave  him  on  the  defensive; 
and,  also,  the  order  to  General  Scott,  V.irecting  him 
to  repair  to  Mexico,  and  investing  him  with  full 
powers. 

Mr.  McL.  said,  he  was  showing  to  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  the  i-esponsibility  of 
General  Scott.  General  Scott  had  noT  waited  till 
he  got  to  Mexico  to  judge  whether  it  would  be 
necessary  to  take  General  Taylor's  troops  from 
him  for  Vera  Cruz ;  he  had  got  only  as  far  as  New- 
York  when  he  had  already  resolved  to  reduce 
Taylor  to  the  defensive,  and  he  did  it.  He  admit- 
ted that  General  Scott  had  captured  Vera  Cruz 
most  successfully,  most  beautifully.  Mr.  McL. 
was  not  denying  his  merit,  nor  seeking  to  lessen 
his  well-earned  fame;  he  was  only  arguing  to  re- 
fute his  reproach  against  the  President.  And,  after 
all,  General  Taylor  had  himself  selected  the  num- 
ber of  troops  to  be  detailed  to  aid  General  Scott, 
reserving  enough  to  defend  the  valley  of  the  Rio 
Bravo.  He  had  of  choice  advanced  beyond  Mon- 
terey, after  capturing  that  place,  and  had  gone 
with  his  troops  into  the  grazing  country,  and  in 
the  very  face  of  the  enemy. 

When  General  Scott  wrote  his  letter  of  Novem- 
ber 25,  he  knew  what  additional  reinforcements 
had  been  asked  for;  he  said  in  that  letter  that  the 
President  had  asked  for  nine  new  regiments,  and 
might  probably  soon  ask  for  more.  And  then 
came  that  very  significant  paragraph :  "  We  are  not 
'  without  the  hope  that  Congress  will  add  ten  or 
'  twelve  new  regiments  to  the  regular  establish- 
'  ment." 

Mr.  McL.  charged  neither  Scott  nor  Taylor  with 
any  want  of  fidelity  in  the  full  discharge  of  their 
official  duties,  however  obnoxous  to  censure  they 
might  have  rendered  themselves  by  parts  of  their 
despatches  to  the  War  Department.  The  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  was  not  pleased  with  this 
correspondence.  It  was  quite  unsatisfactory  to 
hiiu.  And  why?  Because  "it  did  not  present 
General  Scott  in  as  favorable  a  light  as  he  de- 
served." In  this  Mr.  McL.  entirely  agreed  with 
the  gentleman.  He  thought  il  did  not  present  him 
in  avery  favorai)le  liglit.  But  men  wlio  were  the 
most  brilliant  in  battle  did  not  always  shine  as 
brightly  in  the  use  of  the  pen  as  the  sword. 

After  some  remarks,  not  very  well  heard  by  the 
reporter,  Mr.  McL.  went  on  to  say,  that  it  was  not 
General  Pillow  alone  who  stood  in  the  way  of 
General  Scott.  There  was  another  general,  and 
another  soldier,  not  a  general,  who  had  rendered 
himself  as  glori(Uis  in  council  as  in  the  field.  It 
was  Duncan,  who,  after  the  battle  of  Palo  Alto, 
prayed,  for  the  honor  of  West  Point  and  the  regu- 
lar army,  that  the  enemy  might  be  melon  the  mor- 
row. Duncan  did  not  w'ish  to  cast  any  reproach  on 
the  gallatUry  of  the  volunteers,  but  asked  that  an 
opportunity  might  be  given  to  the  regulars  alone 
to  rout  and  destroy  this  Mexican  army.  General 
Taylor  had  given  them  no  answer  at  the  time,  but 
had  laid  his  hand  upon  Duncan,  and  m-dered  him 
to  say  to  Major  Bliss  that  they  should  fight  the 
enemy  to-morrow.    The  gentleman  from  North 
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Carolina  wouJd  find  nothing  in  all  that  was  done 
at  Cerro  Gordo,  or  in  any  of  the  battles  that  fol- 
lowed, more  beautiful  or  better  worthy  of  contem- 
])lation  than  the  moral  courage  of  Duncan,  who 
had  been  reproachfully  spoken  of  as  "Worth's 
pet."  It  was  Duncan's  battery  which  gave  bril- 
liancy to  the  whole  campaign  on  the  Rio  Grande; 
his  was  a  corps  which  had  never  known  defeat. 
Many  of  those  who  were  General  Scott's  strongest 
admirers  had  considered  it  undignified  and  even 
disgusting  to  call  Duncan  a  pet;  and  it  was- the  re- 
currence of  such  things  on  the  part  of  that  com- 
mander, which,  appearing  in  this  correspondence, 
was  calculated  to  present  him  unfavorably  before 
the  country.  It  was  these  weaknesses  of  temper, 
which  must  make  General  Scott  weak  as  a  Presi- 
dential candidate,  in  the  minds  of  men  of  sense  and 
reflection.  There  was  so  much  in  this  correspond- 
ence akin  to  the  famous  letter  that  contained  the 
"  plate  of  soup,"  that  it  was  calculated  to  present 
General  Scott  unfavorably,  considered  as  a  man, 
though  not  as  a  soldier. 

And  now  Mr.  McL.  referred  to  a  despatch  which 
enabled  him  to  say  to  the  House  that  General 
Scott  had  been  neither  arrested  nor  disgraced.  He 
then  alluded  to  a  despatch  written  after  the  famous 
soup  letter,  in  which  he  begged  the  President  to 
give  him  corflmand  of  the  army,  from  which  it  ap- 
peared that  tire  little  sources  of  irritation  which  had 
so  much  vexed  him  were,  nevertheless,  not  suffi- 
cient to  prevent  iiim  from  asking  to  go  to  Mexico 
emd  take  General  Taylor's  command.  He  wrote 
this  on  the  12th  of  September.  Whathad  induced 
him  to  seek  sucii  a  trust.'  The  causes  were  ob- 
vious. General  Scott  was  a  man  of  ability  and  a 
man  of  ambition,  and  he  wished  to  go  to  the  field 
to  .seek  distinction  there.  This  was  all  right.  For 
this  no  man  would  pretend  to  censure  him.  He 
was  a  man  of  military  experience,  too,  and  mili- 
tary science,  and  he  might  think  it  due  to  his  past 
services.  This,  too,  was  all  right.  But  General 
Scott  was  a  man  of  irritable  temper,  and  this 
all  must  admit.  Who,  for  example,  now  thought 
the  Government  to  have  been  wrong  in  the  famous 
soup  case.'  No  man,  he  believed,  out  of  that 
House.  In  another  letter,  General  Scott  had  antici- 
pated that  he  would  take  the  city  of  Mexico,  but  as 
soon  as  he  got  there  he  supposed  he  should  be  sus- 
pended. Mr.  McL.  presumed  that  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  would  not  contend  that  this 
was  dignified  or  proper  language.  After  that  came 
another  despatch,  which  showed  the  same  irrita- 
bility, producing  a  conflict  with  his  bosom  friend 
and  old  companion  in  arms.  On  the  ground  of  a 
mere  anonymous  letter,  compiled  at  Pittsburg,  of 
various  fragments  of  other  correspondence,  he  flew 
out  against  his  former  friend,  and  wrote  that  gen- 
eral order  about  the  "pet  familiars;"  thus  attack- 
ing one  of  the  most  gallant  men  that  ever  entered 
afield,  aswas  his  friend  and  compeer  Duncan.  But 
brave  as  General  Worth  might  be,  and  Democrat 
as  he  was,  Mr.  McL.  did  not  want  him  as  a  can- 
didate. 

[A  voice:  "  His  democracy  will  not  hurt  him."] 
Mr.  OLINGMAN  again  obtained  the  floor,  and 
observed  that  he  had  not  risen  to  make  a  speech, 
nor  did  he  purpose  *to  detain  the  House  over  five 
minutes.  He  had  attained  the  object  for  which 
he  had  moved  the  reconsideration,  by  bringing  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  garbled  condition  of 
the  despatches  it  was  now  proposed  to  print. 

Mr.  INGE  rose  to  order,  contending  that  Mr. 
Ci.iNGMAN,  having  spoken  once,  was  not  entitled 
to  the  floq;-. 

The  CHAIR  said  this  was  true,  if  any  other 
gentleman  wished  to  .speak,  and  claimed  the  floor 
when  he  rose. 

Mr.  INGE  feaid  he  claimed  it. 
The  CHAIR  replied  that  he  should  have  done 
so  in  time,  then.  No  one  having  claimed  it  when 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolma  rose,  the  floor 
had  been  assigned  to  him  in  pursuance  of  the  uni- 
form practice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  went  on  to  say  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  [Mr.  McLane]  misunder- 
stood him.  He  had  said  that  one  very  important 
document  in  the  correspondence  of  General  Scott 
with  the  department,  in  which  he  had  laid  dow^ 
his  plan  of  the  campaign,  was  wholly  omitted  in 
what  had  been  transmitted  to  the  House.  The 
gentleman  said  that  General  Scott  had  been  willing 
to  go  to  the  attack  of  Vera  Cruz  with  no  more 
than  10,000  men.  But  Mr.  C.  had  shown  that 
though  this  was  true,  General  Scott  had  had  the 


promise  that  when  he  got  there  he  should  receive 
a  reinforcement  of  10,000  more,  which  promise 
was  not  kept.  As  to  the  general  order  to  which 
the  gentleman  had  alluded,  it  had  already  been 
paraded  through  the  country,  because  it  was  be- 
lieved that  it  might  operate  to  injure  General  Scott; 
but  he  had  justly  complained  that  the  Government 
liad  not  given  him  the  whole  force  which  it  had 
promised  him.  The  gentleman  had  pronounced  a 
long  and  labored  eulogy  on  General  Worth.  Mr. 
C.  had  no  wish  or  intention  to  detract  in  the  slight- 
est degree  from  the  fame  of  that  brave  officer;  but 
he  thought  there  was  nothing  in  the  affair  between 
them  that  detracted  aught  from  the  just  reputation 
and  standing  of  General  Scott.  In  his  second 
order,  he  declared  that  in  the  first  he  had  alluded 
to  "the  author  of  the  Leonidas  letter;"  and  for 
this  the  Administration  had  taken  the  side  of  Gen- 
eral Worth,  liberated  him  from  arrest,  and  arrested 
General  Scott,  and  were  going  to  try  him. 

The  gentleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Jacob 
Thompson]  had  said  that  the  President  had  fur- 
nished all  the  correspondence  for  which  they  had 
asked,  except  what  was  included  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  court  of  inquiry. '  But  for  what  had  this 
court  of  inquiry  been  got  up?  If  General  Scott 
had  not  always  been  very  prudent  in  his  despatch- 
es— if  he  had  not  employed  such  exactly  meas- 
ured language  as  he  might  have  selected — if  he 
had  said  something  about  "a  pruriency  of  fame 
not  earned" — was  this  a  suflScient  reason  for  his 
arrest .'  Was  the  court  created  to  try  him  for  an 
offence  against  the  rules  of  grammar.' 

The  gentleman  had  accused  him  of  a  purpose  to 
injure  General  Taylor.  Mr.  C.  utterly  disclaimed 
it.  It  was  true,  he  had  made  no  argument  in  de- 
fence of  General  Taylor,  because  he  had  many 
and  able  friends  on  that  floor,  who  had  already 
spoken  in  his  behalf  with  an  eloquence  which  Mr. 
C.  could  never  hope  to  emulate  or  equal;  and  the 
public  had  already  passed  upon  the  case,  and  given 
judgment  in  his  favor.  So  far  from  seeking  to 
derogate  in  the  smallest  degree  from  the  well- 
earned  fame  of  that  glorious  old  soldier,  he  had 
felt  his  heart  swell  with  exultation  at  the  just 
plaudits  his  merits  had'received.  There  was  no 
man  whom  he  estimated  higher  as  a  military  man 
or  as  a  gentleman.  But  he  did  not  mean  to  see 
General  Scott  treated  in  this  way,  and  sit  silent. 
Why  was  this  court  of  inquiry  ordered  upon  him.' 
Worth  had  been  found  to  be  in  the  wrong,  and 
Scott  in  the  right;  yet  Vv''orth  was  liberated,  and 
Scott  arrested. 

-  Mr.  C.  did  not  understand  what  the  gentleman 
meant  about  Presidential  candidates,  and  not  want- 
ing Worth  as  one.  The  gentleman  seemed  to  have 
the  faculty  of  seeing  candidates  for  the  Presidency 
springing  up  everywhere.  He  appeared  also  greatly 
to  fear  the  Western  Reserve.  Now  Mr.  C.  liked 
the  name.  His  own  district  in  North  Carohna 
was  called  the  Western  Reserve,  and  for  his  own 
part  he  liked  the  Whig  voters  in  the  Western  Re- 
serve of  Ohio,  though  there  were  some  things  in 
which  he  could  never  agree  with  his  friend  near 
him,  [Mr.  Root.]  The  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land need  not  give  himself  so  much  uneasiness  on 
behalf  of  the  Whig  party  and  the  Whig  candidate. 
Anxious  and  fearful  as  the  gentleman  seemed  to  be 
lest  the  Whigs  should  not  be  able  to  agree  among 
themselves,  he  would  find  that  the  W'higs  would 
manage  to  unite  on  a  candidate.  Much  as  they 
might  difter  on  some  points,  they  would  all  rally 
when  it  came  to  the  point.  Meanwhile,  for  one, 
he  should  much  like  to  know  how  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  got  along  with  his  Pennsylvania 
friend  and  others  who  went  for  the  Wilmot  pro- 
viso ? 

Mr.McLANE.  We  expect  to  beat  him.  [Much 
laughter.]  I  mean  to -beat  the  Wilmot  proviso. 
[Increased  merriment.] 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  said  he  should  think  that  the 
gentleman's  friend  from  Pennsylvania  was  rather 
hard  to  beat.  He  confessed  that  he  liked  to  see 
the  sturdy  independence  with  which  that  gentle- 
man stood  up  against  those  who  seemed  disposed 
to  browbeat  him.  He  commended  the  spirit  and 
determination  with  which  he  resisted  party  dicta- 
tion. 

Mr.  McLANE  said  that  he  never  had  main- 
tained that  Congress  had  the  power  to  interfere 
with  the  subject  of  slavery;  and,  by  way  of  com- 
promise, had  proposed  that  the  new  territory  to  be 
acquired  should  be  divided  in  that  respect  by  u 
geographical  line. 


Mr.  CLINGMAN  said  that  that  was  his  doc- 
trine; but  the  doctrine  of  General  Cass  was  utterly 
at  war  with  what  had  been  the  practice  of  the 
Government  for  seventy  years.  Mr.  C.'s  position 
was  fully  sustained  by  the  v/hole  action  of  the 
Government  during  that  time;  and  he  thought  that 
those  who  went  into  extremes  on  either  side,  in- 
sisting that  acquired  territory  must  all  be  free  or 
all  slave  territory,  were  equally  wrong.  Mr.  C. 
placed  himself  on  the  ground  of  the  Constitution 
and  on  the  uniform  practice  of  the  Government  for 
sixty  or  seventy  years;  and  he  ventured  to  predict 
that  his  friend  from  the  Western  Reserve  [Mr. 
Root]  and  himself  would  be  found  perfectly  united 
in  the  Presidential  struggle  that  was  at  hand.  How 
that  union  was  to  be  effected  he  did  not  undertake 
now  to  tell;  but  the  gentleman  would  find  that  they 
were  united  against  him  and  his  candidate. 

Mr.  INGE  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether  this 
course  of  remark  was  in  order.' 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  said  he  knew  it  was  a  sore 
subject,  and  he  would  not  distress  gentlemen  by 
continuing  it. 

Mr.  INGE  thereupon  moved  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn;  which  motion  prevailed. 

And  thereupon  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 
The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented under  the  rule,  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  JAMESON  :  Tiie  putilion  of  William  H.  Russell, 
late  marshal  of  the  district  of  Missouri,  for  an  act  for  Ilia 
relief. 

By  Mr.  WHITE:  The  memorial  of  H.  Skinner,  praying 
instruction  for  tlie  plou-jli  equal  at  least  to  that  which  is  pro- 
vided bv  the  Government  for  improvement  in  the  art  of  war. 
Also,  tlie  memorial  of  James  S.  Abeel,  S.  Lansing,  Edward 
Ingersoll  and  others,  praying  for  adequate  compensation  to 
military  storekeepers. 

By  Mr.  KEATHERSTON  :  The  petition  of  John  J.  Ram- 
sej  and  76  others,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route 
from  Hopewell  to  Coffeeville,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

By  Mr.  PUELPS :  '  The  memorial  of  Charles  Findlay, 
praying  that  a  draft  drawn  bvthe  Shawnee  Indians  in  favor 
of  the  Superinlendent  of  Indian  aftairs  at  St.  Louis  be  paid. 
By  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York  :  The  petition  and  other 
papers  of  George  S.  Chaflin,  a  sergeant  in  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain,  showing  great  hardship  and  consequent  loss 
of  health,  and  asking  for  compensation  and  relief. 

Bv  Mr.  PETTiT:  Sundry  petitions  of  citizens  of  Indiana, 
praying  a  further  postponement  of  the  sales  and  a  reduction 
of  the  price  of  lauds  in  the  great  Miami  reserve  in  Indiana. 
Bv  Mr.  PRESTON  ;  The  petition  of  Valentine  Miller,  of 
Monroe  coiuity,  Virginia,  praying  for  a  pension.  Also,  the 
petition  of  Andrews.  Warwick  and  others,  citizens  of  Poca- 
hontas and  Randolph  counties,  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  certain  post  offices  and  post  routes. 

By  Mr.  PILLSBURY  :  The  memorial  of  Maurice  K.  Sim- 
ons, of  the  Commissariat  department,  Mexico,  but  who  was 
engaged  in  several  battles  and  lost  a  leg  in  consequence  of  a 
severe  wound,  praying  for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  BEALE  :  The  petition  of  Charles  C.  Jell.  Also, 
asked  leave  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  House  the  me- 
morial and  accompanying  papers  of  John  Burke. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas  :  The  memorial  of  John 
F.  McCoy  and  others,  on  the  part  of  the  old  settler  party  of 
Cherokee  Indians,  praying  relief. 

By  Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan  :  The  remonstrance  of  cit- 
izens of  the  county  of  Calhoun,  Michigan,  against  the  re- 
newal of  the  patent  of  Jethro  Wood  for  his  cast-iron  plough 
for  the  benefit  of  his  heirs. 

By  Mr.  GRINNELL  :  The  petition  of  Job  Chase  and  421 
others,  fi)r  a  light-house  or  light-boat  on  Kill  Pond  bar,  near 
Monomoy,  Cape  Cod. 

By  Mr.  TWEEDY  :  The  memorial  of  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  praying  that  the  mili- 
tary reservation  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  river,  op- 
posite to  Fort  Snelliug,  may  be  raised,  and  the  right  of 
preemi)tion  granted  to  the  former  settlers  thereon. 

By  Mr.  CHAPMAN :  The  memorial  of  Wm.  and  Richard 
II.  Rcedin  for  indemnity  for  propeity  destroyed  in  the  war 
of  1812. 

Bv  Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York :  The  remonstrance  of  Ehsha 
M.  Adams  and  140  others,  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Erie, 
New  York,  against  the  extension  of  the  patent  granted  to 
Jethro  Wood.  Also,  a  like  remonstrance  of  sundry  inhab- 
itants of  Black  Rock,  in  the  same  county.  Also,  the  me- 
morial of  Samuel  N.  Callendar,  Almon  M.  Clapp,  and  others, 
citizens  of  Buflalo,  New  York,  praying  for  a  speedy  termi- 
nation of  the  war  wilh  Mexico.  Al-o,  the  petition  of  Jo- 
seph Freeman,  James  E.  Case,  and  others,  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  new  post  route  from  Alden  to  Mill  Grove,  in  tlie 
county  of  Erie,  New  York.  Also,  an  allidavit  of  Janies 
Sloan,  of  Black  Rock,  New  York,  in  .support  ol  his  claim 
to  prize  money  for  his  services  in  taking  tlie  Caledonia  and 
Detroit,  in  the  war  of  1812.  . 

By  Mr.  KING,  of  Massacluisctts;  The  petition  ot  fuz 
W.  Sayward  and  <)0  others,  of  (;ioucest.  r,  for  a  sprcuic 
duty  on  imported  fish,  and  that  the  rati'  ma,\-  be  Ihe  *^"'\''* 
by  tile  tariff  of  K-1-3.  Also,  the  petition  ol  Norman  fc'tory 
and  70  others,  of  Essex,  for  the  annexation  ol  'H^'  J"""  "J 
Essex  to  the  oollection  district  of  Glone<'ster.  A  mi,  i  e 
memorial  of  S.  D.  Rnbbins  and  olhors,  a  ^■"""'"  «:,?', "'^ 
town  of  Chelsea,  for  the  removal  of  the  marine  3W  "> 
the  land  o^vned  by  the  l/nitcd  States  near  Ihe  naval  lios- 

■"bv  Mr.  HOl.ME.^.  of  N.w  York:  The  p.'tilimi  of  Wm. 
E.  Arnold  and  So  uil.ers,  citizens  ol  l';'';''','--^"';;' '^''"■,.  *  ' '  )' 
asking  that  the  G.'ucral  Government  vM  "«^'^' ''""'"!  ^.^J 
sale  and  trattic  in  the  public  lands  lu  its  pcssessloii,  and  that 
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the  -^anio  iiiav  be  Iniil  "li"  into  coiiveiiii-iit  farms  and  lots  for 
tlie  Vp  c  use  i)f  Mii'li  ciiizcns  (not  possessed  of  otUer  land) 
ii<3  M,'ill  oc>'Mpv  tiirni. 

Bv  Mr.  VVEIVT  WORTH  :  Tlie  petition  of  the  citizens  of 
n„|f|,o„in,  Will  county,  tor  a  mail  route  from  Jolii-t,  via 
Jiick~n"  Creek,  Beed>  Grove,  Wilmington,  Mount  Langiim, 
iilid  Middleport,  to  Lafayette,  Indiana.  Also,  tlie  petition 
of  i;i  is  Smalley,  and  a  larije  number  of  other  citizens  of 
Chieas",  in  favor  of  land  reform. 

Bv  Air.  1^HELP5:  The  petition  of  Jonatlian  Durham  and 
others,  citizens  of  township  22,  range  i!8,  in  Barry  county, 
Missouri,  |)iayiiii;  to  he  permitted  to  select  other  land  In  lieu 
oi  the  I61I1  seViinnof  said  township,  wliicli  is  valueless. 

By  Mr.  TWEEDY:  The  petition  of  William  M.  Daniels 
and  1S3  others,  for  a  triweekly  mail  route  from  Potosi  to 
Beeiowii,  Wisconsin.  Also,  the  petition  of  John  Dougherty 
and  30  others,  residents  uitliin  the  Green  Bay  land  district, 
prayim;  for  the  passaije  of  au  act  diviiling  said  land  district. 
Also,  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  of  a  meeting  of  Uie 
tili/.-.Mis  of  St.  Croi.x  county  and  vicinity,  in  Wisconsin,  held 
at  St.  Paul,  the  24th  day  oi"  January,  ItiAS,  in  relation  to  the 
liortliern  boundarv  of  the  !5t:ite  of  Wisconsin. 

By  .Mr.  CUOWELL  :  The  petition  of  W.  E.  Smith,  E.  N. 
Ban''s"  and  others,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  representing 
tliai''ll'ey  are  desirous  of  making  a  permanent  location  for 
themselves  and  families  in  the  vicinity  of  each  other,  where 
tliev  can  enjoy  a  home  with  laws  sutlicient  for  the  free  de- 
velopment of  mind  and  body  :  representing,  that  where  the 
petitioners  reside  land  monopolies  have  taken  deep  root, 
and  they  as  well  as  others  of  slender  means,  are  compelled 
to  b^ome  the  humble  and  servile  tenants  of  the  landlord, 
or  contiiied  to  tracts  of  land  so  small  as  to  have  escaped 
the  ol)s.;rvation,  or  so  sterile  as  to  have  destroyed  the  cupid- 
itv  of  the  land  leviathans  ;  and  they  believe  it  for  the  interest 
and  ind-peiidciit  character  of  their  children  to  select  a  loca- 
tion in  the  unoccupied  wilds  of  the  United  States,  where  the 
mind  and  body  can  be  free  to  act,  and  their  children  grow 
up  with  the  feelings  of  independence  of  American  citizens, 
and  thus  benefit  the  country  by  extending  civilization  and 
the  arts,  and  bring  the  unoccupied  lands  of  the  country  into 
the  neighborhood  of  large  setilenients,  and  thereby  make 
them  more  valuable.  In  view  of  all  this,  they  ask  a  grant 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  to  the  head  of  each 
family  that  sliall  join  tliem,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  fam- 
ilies, in  formiii' a  settlement,  and  who  shall  become  bona 
fide  sftllers  on  the  land  tlius  granted,  and  as  much  for  each 
mule  child  of  each  family  as  may  seem  reasonable,  to  he 
selected  in  a  body  by  the  settlers,  in  the  unoccupied  lands 
of  the  United  Slates  between  the  latitudes  of  40°  and  42° 
north,  and  longitude  15°  and  17°  west,  from  the  city  of 
Washington. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  March  21,  1848. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  cdinmu- 
nicalion  ffom  W.  C.  Anderson,  in  relation  to  the 
causes  of  explosion  in  steanti  boilers;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

[Mr.  Anderson  liold.s,  that  a  clean  boiler,  sup- 
plied with  water,  never  explodes.  To  this  hypoth- 
esis, may  Ije  added  the  query,  How  clean  the  boiler, 
and  how  much  the  water.'  The  reply  is,  "  reason- 
nlily  clean,  and  a  reasonable  supply  of  water." 
This  communication  appears  to  be  a  statement  of 
facts,  and  entitled  to  much  consideration.  The 
writer  holds,  that  there  are  but  two  causes  of 
dangerous  explosion — one  from  a  boiler  not  clean, 
containing  inud  or  other  foreign  inatter,  and  the 
other  from  no  water  at  all.  In  either  case,  the 
meial  most  exposed  to  the  fire  acquires  a  red  heat; 
but  in  the  first  case,  the  boiler  may  be  well  charged 
with  water,  though  at  the  same  time  greatly  charged 
with  mud;  and  in  either  case,  the  fault  may  exist 
in  but  one  boiler  in  a  range  of  many.  As  steam- 
boat boilers  always  have  flues,  and  those  settled  as 
low  down  in  the  boiler  as  possible,  not  to  come  in 
contact,  metal  to  metal,  the  quantity  of  mud,  by 
only  moderate  accumulation,  soon  rises  on  the  sides, 
so  as  partially  to  imbed  the  flue.  The  flarne  and 
heat  passing  through  the  flue,  soon  softens  the 
metal  excluded  from  the  water,  and  in  that  state  it 
yields  to  the  surrounding  jiressuie,  and  collapses. 
in  doing  this,  the  seainsof  the  flue  open,  and  scald- 
ing water  atui  steam  rush  through  both  ends.  This 
i.i  the  explosion  so  often  heard  of  from  the  col- 
lapsing of  flues,  and  the  consequent  scalding  of 
those  I'ore  and  aft  of  the  boiler. 

In  the  oilier  cause  of  explosion,  from  absence 
of  water,  the  consequences  are  the  more  extensive- 
ly destructive,  because  the  explosive  agent  is  pro- 
portionably  more  \)owcrful  than  any  force  of  sieam 
to  be  produced  by  the  usual  construction  of  steam 
furnaces  with  an  engine  at  all  in  working  motion. 
This  agent  i.s  no  less  than  hydrogen,  aided  by  its 
companion,  oxygen,  in  tlie  shape  of  water.  The 
explosion  in  this  case  never  occurs  but  in  a  boiler 
heated  enough  lo  decompose  these  elements,  and 
by  the  aid  of  one  lo  ignite  the  other,  and  it  mostly 
happens  from  the  first  Jets  of  water  from  the  force- 
pump  in  renewing  the  motion  of  the  engine  after 
its  suspension  for  some  of  the  purposes  oixurring 
HO  frequently  during  a  trip.  It  may  liappen,  and 
has  done  so,  thougii  l)ut  seldom,  wiihoui  a  sus- 
pension, but  never  without  the  absence  of  water  in 


one  or  more  of  the  boilers.  The  supply-pump 
may,  indeed,  fail,  from  the  double  cause  of  either 
a  mechanical  defect  in  its  motion,  or  from  no  mo- 
tion at  all.] 

Mr.  HALE  presented  a  petition  from  D.  Lamb 
and  23  others,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  asking 
that  there  may  be  no  more  iraflic  in  the  public 
lands,  and  that  they  be  laid  out  in  farms  and  lots 
for  the  free  use  of  such  citizens  as  will  occupy 
them;  and  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  public  lands 
be  transferred  to  Slates  and  Territories  only  on 
condition  that  such  disposition  shall  be  made  of 
them;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Also,  from  John  Needles  and  others,  citizens  of 
Baltimore,  in  favor  of  the  abolishment  of  the  slave 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Also,  eleven  memorials  from  different  portions 
of  Pennsylvania,  numerously  signed,  asking  for 
such  measures  as  will  effect  such  change  in  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  Steites  as  shall 
abolish  slavery. 

Also,  eight  memorials  pretty  numerously  signed 
from  the  same  State,  asking  for  a  peaceable  disso- 
lution of  the  Union,  on  the  ground  that  the  Con- 
slitution,in  pledgingitself  lotiie  supportof  slavery, 
violates  the  Divine  law,  makes  war  upon  human 
rights,  and  is  grossly  inconsistent  with  republican 
principles. 

Also  from  sixty-four  citizens  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Delaware,  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  through- 
out the  Union. 

In  the  case  of  all  these  petitions,  the  motion  to 
receive  them  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  UPHAM  presented  a  petition  from  Sarah 
Tyler,  of  Vermont,  widow  of  a  revolutionary  offi- 
cer, asking  an  increase  of  pension;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis, 
in  behalf  of  the  inhabitants,  asking  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  that 
place;  which  was  referred  to  the  ComiTiittee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  BENTON  stated  that  this  memorial  con- 
tained much  important  statistical  information,  val- 
uable to  the  whole  country,  and  moved  that  it  be 
printed;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAGBY  presented  several  memorials  from 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama:  one  ask- 
ing the  assent  of  Congress  loan  act  of  the  State 
Legislature  leasing  the  canal  round  the  Muscle 
Shoals,  in  the  Tennessee  river;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Public;  Lands. 

Also,  for  a  law  dispensing  with  letters  of  admin- 
istration in  the  case  of  citizens  of  that  Slate,  who 
volunteered  and  fell  victims  to  disease  in  the  Mex- 
ican war,  upon  the  ground  that  the  bounty  of  Gov- 
ernment would  be  swallowed  up  in  the  costs  of 
administration;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  asking  to  be  allowed  to  select  other  lands 
in  cases  where  the  16ih  section  proves  valueless; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Also,  responses  of  the  Legislature  of  Alabarha 
to  the  resolutions  of  ihe  States  of  Vermont  and 
Rhode  Island,  in  relation  to  slavery,  the  larifl^,  and 
the  Mexican  war;  which  were  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  memorial  from  John  P. 
Howard,  offering  to  run  a  line  of  first  class  ocean 
steam-ships  between  New  York  and  Marseilles  for 
the  same  compensation  and  under  the  same  re- 
strictions as  are  contained  in  the  contracts  with  the 
Southampton   and   Bremen    and   New   York   and 
Liverpool  lines;  which  was  referred   to  the  Corn- 
I  mittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
I      Mr.   BRADBURY   presented    a    petition    from 
I  James  Cochran   and  several  citizens  of  the  State 
I  of  Maine,  in  favor  of  a  daily  mail  route  between 
Augusta  and  Bangor,  through  South  China;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
1  and  Post  Roads. 

!      Mr.  B.  called  the  attention  of  the  chairman  of 

j  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 

to  the  sui)jec,t,  and  said,  while  the  revenue  derived 

j  from   the  State  from   letters  was  very  large,  that 

the  facilities  did  not  correspond  with  those  offered 

■  in  other  instances.     He  concluded  with  expressing 

a  fear  that  former  petitions  on  this  subject  had 

!  been  overlooked  by  the  committee. 


Mr.  LEWIS  presented  memorials  from  the  Le- 
gislature of  Alabama,  asking  for  a  donation  of 
public  land  to  inake  a  railway  between  the  south- 
ern part  of  that  State  and  the  interior  of  the  West. 

Also,  for  purposes  of  education. 

Also,  for  interest  on  advances  made  by  the  State 
during  Creek  hostilities. 

Also  for  an  extension  of  tlie  right  of  preemption 
to  certain  settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  that  Slate. 

REPORTS  FROM   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  House  biH  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Matthew  Stewart,  without  amendment. 

Also,  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Ander- 
son, without  ainendment. 

Also,  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Cul- 
ver, without  amendment;  each  bill  accompanied 
by  a  report. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  YULEE, 

Resolvcii,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  .Affairs  be  diroi-t- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  providing  for  a  retired  list 
in  the  navy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON, 

Rcsolrcd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  directed 
to  inquire  into  the  execution  of  the  Senate  order  of  January 
13,  directing  the  report  of  Dr.  Wi>linzenous  to  be  printed, 
and  report  the  progress,  if  any,  made  in  the  execution  of 
said  order. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  submitted  the  following: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  printed  1.500  extra  copies  of  the 
communication  of  the  Stale  Department  in  answer  to  a  call 
fi«r  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  Wise  on  the  subject  of  the 
slave  trade. 

Mr.  NILES  hoped  some  reason  would  be  sho^wn 
why  this  resolution  for  an  increase  of  printing  was 
introduced.  He  thought  it  lime  we  should  know 
what  we  were  doing.  One  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars had  been  expended  in  printing  in  the  House, 
and  probably  nearly  as  much  here.  Never  had  he 
known,  he  was  on  the  eve  of  saying,  such  a  reck- 
less course  as  seemed  to  be  pursued  during  the 
present  session  in  relation  to  public  printing.  If 
not  specially  called  for,  he  hoped  the  resolution 
would  not  pass. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  could  assure  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut,  that  when  he  came  to  know 
what  the  resolution  contemplated,  he  would  not 
deem  it  reckless.  It  was  for  the  correspondence 
of  Mr.  Wise  on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade — a 
matter  that  was  just  now  an  important,  nay,  he 
might  add,  a  vital  question.  It  was  before  the 
Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  NILES.     Is  it\oluminous.> 

Mr.  CAMERON  said,  it  was  not  before  the 
Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  HUNTER  said,  he  believed  it  was  not  a 
voluminous  document,  although  he  had  not  read 
it.  He  said,  it  was  an  interesting  document,  and 
that  an  extra  mmiber  of  copies  would  be  required. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 
DEFICIENCY  BILL. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  moved  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  supply  deficiencies — 
slating  that  it  was  very  important  that  it  should 
be  acted  on  without  further  delay;  that  tlTcre  were 
drafts  liable  to  protest,  and,  indeed,  he  believed 
one  for  $10,000  had  already  been  protested. 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was 
taken  up;  when — 

Mr.  ATCHISON  withdrewnn  amendment  which 
he  had  sent  to  the  Chair  for  the  pay  of  seven  addi- 
tional clerks  in  the  Indian  Department. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  also  withdrew  his  motion  to 
amend;  and  • 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with  the 
amendments. 

The  amendments  were  then  concurred  in. 

Mr.  BADGER  moved  to  amend  the  diplomatic 
paragraph,  by  striking  out  the  words  "Papal 
States."  Should  that  motion  prevail,  he  would 
afterwards  move  to  diminish  the  appropriation. 

A  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  WEBSTER, 
ATHERTON,  DAYTON,  FOOTE,  BUTLER, 
HANNEGAN,  CASS,  DIX,  BADGER,  MAN- 
GUM,  CALHOUN,  and  JOHNSON  of  Louisi- 
ana, took  part;*  when  the  yeas  and  nays  being 
ordered,  at  the  call  of  Mr.  Hanneoan,  the  question 
was  taken,  and  decided. as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Berrien,  Butler,  Hale, 
Ilanncgan,  and  Kiisk — 7. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atherton,  Bagby,  Bell, 

*  A  report  of  this  Debate  in  necessarily  deferred,  but  will 
be  found  in  Uic  Appendix. 
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Bradbury,  Breese,  Callioun,  Cass,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Davis 
of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Dickinson, 
Dix,  Douglas,  Downs,  Felcli,  FooIr,  Greene,  Hunter,  John- 
son of  Loui^lana,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Mangum, 
Mason,  Miller,  Moor,  Niles,  Pliclps,  Turney,  Underwood, 
Upliani,  Westcott,  and  Yulee— 36. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  then  moved  to  annend  the 
bill  by  strikins:  out  "charge,"  and  inserting  the 
words  "  For  the  salary  of  a  minister  resident  to  the 
Papal  States." 

The  question  having  been  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Hannegan,  it  was  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atherton,  Bagby,  Breese, 
Cass,  Clayton,  DickiHson,  Dix,  Douglas,  Downs,  Felch, 
Foote,  Hannegan,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Juiiiison  of  Georgia, 
Lewis,  Mansrum,  and  Moor — 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Hadger,  Bell,  Berrien,  Bradbury,  Butler, 
Calhoun,  Clarke,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davi-  of  Mississip- 
pi, Dayton,  Greene,  Hale,  Hunter,  Mason,  Miller,  Nilfs, 
Phelps,  Rusk,  Turney,  Underwood,  Upham,  Wescott,  and 
Yulee— 9.3. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  moved  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
viso in  relation  to  the  keepers  of  the  public  archives 
in  Florida;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  made  to  the  bill  were  then  sev- 
erally concurred  in,  and  the  amendments  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  asked  permission 
to  make  a  report,  which,  though  late  as  was  the 
hour,  was  received  through  the  coiytesy  of  the 
Vice  President.  The  report  was  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  in  the  case  of  Ben- 
edict Madeore,  Vicar  General  of  the  Catholics  of 
Florida,  and  pastor  of-  the  Catholic  Church  9t'  St. 
Augustine,  in  Florida.  The  report  sets  forth  the 
facts  in  a  clear  and  lucid  manner,  and  concludes 
■with  a  resolution  for  the  printing  of  all  the  papers, 
which,  after  being  verified,  are  to  be  sent  to  the 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  who  is  to  examine  and 
investigate  said  case;  to  procure  all  papers  relating 
thereto  in  the  public  departments,  and  all  other 
testimony  that  he  can  obtain  relating  to  the  title  of 
the  U-nited  States  to  the  property  claimed;  to  make 
a  report  on  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  communi- 
cate the  same  as  early  as  practicable  during  the 
session. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  and  Mr.  DAVIS, 
of  Mississippi,  made  a  few  observations;  but  as 
the  Senate  was  on  the  point  of  adjourning  after  a 
long  sitting,  and  there  was  great  noise  and  confu- 
sion in  the  galleries,  it  was  impossible  to  under- 
stand their  import. 

The  report  was  agreed  to;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  bill  autho- 
rizing a  loan  of  sixteen  millions  was  taken  up,  and 
informally  passed  over;  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  March  22,  1848. 
TheJournal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  on  leave,  presented  a 
memorial  of  Sullivan  and  other  counties  adjacent 
thereto,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  praying  tor  the 
establishmentof  anew  land  district  in  the  northern 
part  of  said  State.  Referred  to  the  select  committee 
upon  that  subject,  appointed  on  the  17ih  instant. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  on  leave,  presented  the 
memorial  of  John  Jay,  and  also  the  memorial  of 
William  C.  Bryant  and  others,  all  of  the  city  of 
New  York,  praying  for  the  passage  of  an  inter- 
national copyright  law.  Referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  on  leave,  presented 
several  memorials,  &c.,  from  the  Legislature  of 
Alabama,  on  various  subjects;  which  were  appro- 
priately referred. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Kentucky,  on  leave,  presented 
a  preamble  and  resolution  relative  to  Mr.  Asa 
Whitney 's  plan  of  a  railroad  from  Lake  Michigan 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean;  also,  a  resolution  concerning 
the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS,  on  leave,  presented  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
for  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  appropri- 
ation of  the  two  per  cent,  fund  to  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  from  Jackson,  in  said  Slate,  east- 
wardly.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  PALFREY  asked  leave  to  present  a  me- 
morial, numerously  signed  by  pastors  and  laymen 
of  the  Unitarian  societies  of  New  England,  asking 


Congress  to  bring  to  a  close  the  war  with  Mex- 
ico. 

It  was  objected  to,  and  the  memorial  was  not 
received. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  asked  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolutions,  which  were  read: 

Resolved,  That  it  becomes  the  people  of  the  United  States 
to  rejoice  tiiat  thesenlimeiil  of  seJ/gouernment  is  commend- 
ing iiself  to  the  favorable  consideration  and  adoption  of  the 
ihtelligeitt  and  thinking  men  of  all  intelligent  nations. 

Resolved,  That  the  only  kgitiinate  source  of  political  power 
is  the  will  of  the  people,  and  the  only  rightful  end  of  its  ex- 
ercise their  good. 

Resolved,  '1  hat  we  sincerely  hope  that  down-trodden  hu- 
manity may  succeed  in  breaking  down  all  forms  of  tyranny 
and  oppression,  and  in  the  establishment  of  free  and  national 
governments  for  the  good  of  tlie  governed,  and  not  tht  the 
aggrandizement  of  those  who  govern. 

Keiohed,  That  we  tender  our  warmest  sympathies  to  the 
people  of  France  and  Iialy  in  their  present  struggle  for  re- 
form, and  sincerely  hope  they  may  succeed  in  e,-tablishing 
free  and  constitutional  governments,  emanating  from  and 
bascrd  upon  the  will  of  the  governed,  suited  to  their  wants 
and  condition,  and  such  as  will  secure  to  them  liberty  and 
safety. 

Resolved,  That  we  tender  our  sympathy  and  hopes  of  suc- 
cess to  ev(!ry  people  who  are  seelting  to  establish  for  ihem- 
81  Ives  free  and  national  governments,  and  that  whatever  of 
blood  and  treasure  may  be  shed  or  spent  in  a  struggle  of  the 
oppressed  against  the  oppressor,  is  to  be  charged  to  the  un- 
just resistance  of  the  oppressor,  who  strives  to  hold  and  ex- 
ercise the  ^ighlsoi  the  people,  tisur/iirrfagiiinst  their  will, and 
•exercised  for  the  hemfit  of  the  few  and  the  oppression  oi  the 
mavy,  and  not  to  the  people,  who  seek  only  to  regain  and 
exercise  their  natural  rights  in  such  manner  as  will  best  se- 
cure and  promote  their  own  happiness  and  safety. 

The  reception  of  the  resolutions  being  objected 
to,  they  were  not  received. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED  ON  LEAVE. 

By  Mr.  HILLIARD:  A  bill  to  change  the  place 
of  holding  the  district  court  of  the  Unit«d  States 
for  the  middle  district  of  Alabama.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

By  Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland:  A  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  trustees  of  Newark  College,  in  the  State 
of  Delaware,  to  import  certain  philosophical  appa- 
ratus free  of  duty.  Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  further  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  ap- 
propriations for  tne  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1848,  which  was  returned  from  the  Senate  with 
amendments,  was  taken  up,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  directing  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  to  transmit  to  the  Governor  of  each  State 
and  Territory,  and  to  the  clerk  of  each  county  in 
the  United  States,  certain  public  documents,  was 
passed  on  Monday  last. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  entered  on  the 
Journal,  and  informally  laid  over. 

CORRESPONDENCE  OF  GENERAL  SCOTT. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness.    Agreeii  to. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  unfinished  business 
to  be  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clingman  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  passed,  on 
Monday  last,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  printing  an 
extra  number  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  Generals  Scott  and  Tay- 
lor, &c. 

Mr.  INGE,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  ad- 
dressed the  committee  during  the  hour.  After  ex- 
pressing his  gratitude  to  the  House  for  its  kind- 
ness in  adjourning  yesterday,  though  at  an  hour 
somewhat  earlier  than  usual,  at  his  request,  he 
said,  he  must  be  permitted,  here,  in  the  outset,  to 
deprecate  that  spirit  of  party  which  to  so  great  an 
extent  prevailed  in  the  deliberations  and  discus- 
sions of  that  body.  Since  the  assembling  of  the 
■present  Congress,  they  had  had  an  iteration  and 
reiteration  of  party  charges — made,  he  was  under- 
stood to  admit,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  on  his 
own  as  well  as  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House. 
It  would  seem,  to  an  impartial  observer,  as  if  the 
interest  of  the  country  was  wholly  forgotten,  and 
that  patriotism  slumbered.  On  the  opposite  side 
of  the  House,  especially,  gentlemen  seemed  to  be 
strangers  to  the  influence  of  patriotic  feeling.  The 
minds  of  the  Opposition  aspired,  apparently,  after 
nothing  but  mere  party  issues. 

At  the  opening  of  Congress,  the  Executive  rec- 
ommended to  the  House  important  legislation — 
legislation  necessary  for  the  support  of  our  armies 
engaged  in  a  foreign  war — legislation  required  in 
order  to  carry  out  the  policy  of  Government  in  re- 


gard to  our  struggle  with  Mexico.  But  how  was 
it  met.'  How  had  it  been  received  .'  It  had  been 
met,  not  by  legislation,  not  in  the  spirit  which 
should  animate  the  bosom  of  every  man  through- 
out the  country  in  times  like  these — a  spirit  that 
looks  only  to  the  public  good.  It  had  been  re- 
sponded to  only  by  the  acrimonious  spirit  of  party. 
Gentlemen  seemed  wholly  oblivious  of  the  public 
good  and  the  national  honor,  and  to  seek  nothing 
but  how  they  might  disparage  the  Administration, 
how  they  might  assail  the  Democratic  party,  and 
how  best  to  advance  the  low  and  selfish  ends  of 
party.  They  cherished  a  devotion  to  party  feel- 
ing and  partly  ends  alone.  But  in  a  time  of  war, 
like  the  present,  when  the  whole  American  people 
ought  to  be  united  as  one  man,  Mr.  I.  felt  himself 
incapable  of  looking:  merely  to  party  issues,  or  tp 
direct  his  efforts  solely  to  party  purposes. 

He  did  not  object  to  the  existence  of  parties 
in  a  Stale,  provided  they  were  restrained  within  le- 
gitimate bounds.  Parties  had  existed  in  all  free 
States,  and  they  must  ever  continue  to  exist  where 
man  was  permitted  to  think  for  him.'self  and  give 
utterance  to  his  thoughts.  So  long;  as  Greece  had 
been  free,  parties  had  always  existed,  and  party 
discussions  were  common  among  the  people  ;  nor 
did  they  end  till  the  flag  of  Alexander  waved  in 
triurnph  over  the  temples  of  Pericles.  Just  so  it 
had  been  at  Rome;  parties  prevailed  throughout 
the  Republic,  and  they  continued  to  prevail  till  the 
diadem  of  the  Caesars  had  supplanted  the  tribuni- 
tian  power.  Nor  did  Mr.  I.  desire  to  see  parties 
abolished  in  this  country.  On  the  contrary,  he 
desired  to  see  the  people  divided  on  great  and  lead- 
ing points  of  public  policy.  He  liked  to  see  party 
discussion  left  free,  so  long  as  all  merely  sectional 
and  subordinate  issues  were  kept  under,  and  the 
nation  was  divided  only  on  great  and  weighty 
questions.  While  to  this  extent  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  see  party  prevailing  among  us,  he  could  not 
but  deprecate  that  excess  of  party  spirit  which  he 
lamented  to  see  prevailing  to  so  great  a  degree  on 
the  opposite  side  of  that  Hall. 

Mr.  I.  had  been  not  a  little  surprised  at  the 
course  pursued  by  gentlemen  in  the  opposition 
yesterday  in  relation  to  this  correspondence  of 
General  Scott  and  General  Taylor.  It  was  a  fact 
that  the  whole  of  that  correspondence  had  been 
published  with  the  message  of  the  Executive 
which  accompanied  it.  And  yet  it  had  yesterday 
been  openly  said  here  that  the  correspondence  had 
been  "shamefully  garbled."  The  fact  was  not  so. 
The  whole  was  in  possession  of  the  House.  But 
when  it  was  brought  to  light  it  did  not  suit  the  pur- 
pose of  the  member  who  had  made  the  call  for  it; 
and  he  found  his  charge  against  the  Executive  not 
sustained  by  it,  as  he  had  expected.  Therefore,  the 
tenor  and  tone  of  his  remarks  had  been  changed, 
and  he  had  gone  into  a  general  assault  on  the  Ad- 
ministration for  its  imbecility  in  planning  the  war 
with  Mexico.  The  gentleman  gave  the  very  high- 
est commendation  to  the  bravery  and  conduct  of 
the  fenerals  in  command,  but  contended  that  the 
campaign  had  been  badly  planned.  Where  but 
within  these  walls  was  such  an  opinion  enteriained 
or  expressed .'  Badly  planned !  Let  gentlemen 
look  at  the  map  of  Mexico,  and  give  a  fair  and 
candid  decision.  One  campaign  had  been  planned 
for  the  conquest  of  California,  and  had  it  failed? 
No;  our  flag  had  been  borne  in  triumph  across 
the  entire  province,  and  now  floated  in  triumph 
over  the  bay  of  San  Francisco.  Badly  planned  ! 
The  great  object  of  the  war  had  been  the  capture 
of  the  city  of  Mexico,  under  the  impression  that 
that  event  must  bring  peace  as  its  necessary  and 
natural  consequence.  Would  gentlemen  say  there 
had  been  any  fault  in  planning  the  campaign 
against  the  Mexican  capital? 

We  were  told  before  the  war  commenced  that  it 
was  the  prevalent  opinion  in  Europe  that  the  castle 
of  San  Juan  de  Ulua  was  iiiipregnable:  but  the  gates 
of  that  celebrated  fortress  had  opened  at  the  sum- 
mons of  our  cannon,  and  the  Gibraltar  of  the  West- 
ern World  had  yielded  to  the  irresistible  jM-cs/jo-e  of 
our  arms.  The  whole  campaign  had  been  conducted 
with  a  brilliancy  which  challenged  the  admiration 
of  the  world.  Having  secured" the  possession  of 
Vera  Cruz  and  its  formidable  castle,  our  army  had 
made  its  way  to  the  pass  of  Cerro  Gordo,  and  its 
column  had  scarcely  been  shaken  as  it  passed. 
After  an  uninterrupted  series  of  the  most  memo- 
rable victories,  our  forces  had  cut  their  way  to  the 
gates  of  Mexico,  and  the  city  was  taken  by  storm, 
and  the  war  thus  brought  to  an  end.    Now,  where 
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had  been  the  fault  of  a  campaign  like  this?  In 
what  (lid  llie  wisdom  of  any  plan,  military  or  civil, 
consist?  In  the  adaptation  of  means  to  a  desired 
end.  And  this  wisdom  had  marked  the  course  of 
the  Administration.  They  were  fully  aware  of  the 
character  of  the  foe  with  whom  we  had  to  con- 
tend, and  therefore  they  had  not  brought  into  the 
field  armies  such  as  it  would  have  been  necessary 
to  call  out  if  we  had  a  war  with  one  of  the  Eu- 
ropean Powers.  They  Jiad  brought  enough  forces 
to  carry  every  point  desired  witiiout  any  disaster. 
Yet  the  Admiiiistraiion  were  denounced  as  imbe- 
cile. Tlie  charge  was  too  frivolous  to  demand 
refutation. 

Gentlemen  charged  on  the  departtnent  and  the 
President  the  withdrawal  of  General  Taylor's 
forces  with  a  view  to  expose  him  to  defeat  and 
disgrace.  This  charge  was  equally  witiiout  foun- 
dation. Gentlemen  ought  not  to  forget  that  it  had 
once  been  thought  best  to  assail  Vera  Cruz  by  the 
way  of  San  Luis  Potosi;  but  when  that  plan  was 
abandoned  for  the  route  by  sea,  General  Taylor 
was  left  in  possession  of  a  sufficient  force  to  main- 
tain his  position.  But  they  had  been  told  again, 
that  if  General  Taylor  had  gone  to  the  Rio  Grande 
with  a  greater  force,  the  consequences  would  have 
been  very  different.  But  he  liad  gone  there  with 
a  force  sufficient  to  repel  any  opposing  force  that 
Rlexico  could  bring  against  them,  and  the  result 
had  proved  that  it  was  fully  adequate  to  the  object 
in  view. 

The  letter  of  General  Jesup,  which  was  read  to 
the  House  yesterday,  was  conclusive  to  show  that 
he  had  abundance  of  transportation — that  he  had 
everything  he  desired  in  that  march  to  Matamoros; 
and  if  there  was  any  fault,  that  fault  fell  upon 
General  Taylor.  It  was  upon  his  head  that  those 
censures  fell  which  they  had  heard  uttered  here 
yesterday.  They  were  directed  to  the  President, 
but  they  fell  upon  General  Taylor,  for  lie  was 
authorized  to  call  upon  the  Governors  of  the  ad- 
jacent States  for  sufficient  forces  to  carry  out  his 
objects — to  drive  off  any  forces  which  impeded  his 
progress.  It  was  a  charge  directed  against  Gen- 
eral Taylor,  although  ostensibly  directed  against 
Mr.  Polk;  and  it  came  from  a  man  who  was  inim- 
ical to  General  Taylor,  who  sought  to  break  him 
down,  whose  object  was  to  promote  another  dis- 
tinguished military  chieftain  upon  the  ruins  of 
General  Taylor.  That  was  the  object,  and  the 
only  object,  of  the  attack  made  yesterday;  the  posi- 
tion of  JMr.  Polk  repelled  the  assault  from  him  and 
drew  it  upon  General  Taylor. 

Well,  he  was  willing  to  submit  to  the  people  of 
this  country  the  determination  of  the  question 
raised  in  this  discussion.  He  was  willing  that  the 
people  should  settle  the  groundless  charges  made 
yesterday  upon  the  Executive.  It  was  unnecessary 
for  him  to  say  any  more  in  their  refutation.  The 
course  of  the  Whig  party  upon  the  question  of  the 
Mexican  war  would  liave  been  a  matter  of  surprise 
if  they  were  not  compelled  to  attribute  it  to  the 
necessity  of  their  situation.  It  was  well  known, 
that  when  the  question  of  Texas  annexation  was 
first  presented  to  the  country  by  the  Tyler  treaty, 
it  was  not  a  party  question,  it  was  proclaimed 
everywhere  to  be  a  great  American  question — a 
question  which  overrode  all  party  considerations. 
But  that  treaty  was  rejected  by  the  American  Sen- 
ate. When  that  rejection  occurred,  the  people  of 
the  United  States  took  the  question  into  their  own 
hands.  There  was  a  gcneial  response  of  disap- 
proljation  at  the  rejection  of  the  treaty.  The  popu- 
lar voice  demanded  the  annexation  of  Texas. 
Well,  it  was  not  supposed  that  the  annexation  of 
Texas  would  form  an  issue  in  the  contest  of  1844. 
But  Mr.  Clay,  in  his  Raleigh  letter,  came  out 
against  annexation,  and  took  "the  ground,  that  the 
annexation  of  Texas  would  be  the  annexation  of 
a  war  with  Mexico;  that  Mexico  had  claims  upon 
Texas.  Now,  ilie  claims  of  Mexico  upon  Texas 
had  been  forgotten  by  that  Government.  They 
were  revived  by  Mr.  Clay  in  his  Raleigh  letter, 
and  in  that  way  the  annexation  of  Texas  became 
a  party  question  in  the  contest  of  IH44.  That 
measure  wa.s  announced  by  the  Baltimore  Conven- 
tion in  1844,  a»  a  part  of  the  Democratic  creed, 
and  exerci.sed,  he  ventured  to  .say,  n  more  poten- 
tial influence  in  that  canva.ss  than  any  other  (pies- 
tion.  The  Whigs  opposed  it,  and  iiehl,  that  lo 
annex  Texas  would  be  to  annex  a  war  with 
Mexico.  The  Democrats  held  that  Texas  was  a 
free  and  independent  republic.  He  briefly  referred 
to  the  leading  facts  in  the  history  of  tlie  Texas 


revolution,  to  show  that  it  was  complete  and  suc- 
cessful, and  mentioned  the  fact  of  the  independence 
of  Texas  having  been  recognized  by  our  own  Gov- 
[  ernment,  as  well  as  by  the  leading  governments  of 
Europe.     Being  independent,  she  had  a  right  to 
;  admission  into  this  Union;  and  the  people,  sustain- 
,  ing  the  Democratic  party,  decided  that  she  should 
be  annexed.    Congress  passed  resolutions,  accord- 
I  ingly,  for   the    annexation,   notwithstanding  the 
:  claim  which  Mexico  saw  fit  to   renew,  although 
I  (he  said)  her  offer,  during  the  very  session  of  Con- 
1  gress  in  which  these  resolutions  were  passed,  to 
1  recognize  the  independence  of  Texas  on  the  condi- 
j  tion  that  she  would  not  annex  herself  to  the  United 
■  States,  was,  in  fact,  a  surrender  of  her  claims,  and 
a  complete  recognition  of  her  independence.     The 
American  people  decided  rightly,  upon  all  the  facts 
being  presented  to  them,  after  the  most  elaborate 
j  discussion  on  both  sides,  in  favor  of  the  annex- 
[  ation. 

j       He  had  remarked,  that   these   stale   claims  of 
Mexico  were  revived  by  the  Raleigh  letter  of  Mr. 
j  Clay,  and  the  course  taken  on  that  question  by  the 
j  Whig  party.     He  further  declared,  that  the  posi- 
I  tion   taken  by  the  Whig  party  on   that  question 
was  the  germ  of  the  Mexican  war.     If  there  had 
been  unanimity  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  this 
country  on  the  question  of  annexation;  if  it  had" 
not  been   made  a  party  question,  Mexico  never 
would  have  revived  the  claims  upon  Texas  which 
she  had  abandoned,  and  we  should   have  had  a 
peaceful  annexation  of  Texas;  we  might  have  re- 
covered, in  a  legitimate,  lawful,  and  peaceful  man- 
t  ner,  that  province  which  v.'e  threw  from  us  by  the 
I  treaty  of  1819,  and  had   restored  to  us  a  people 
I  who  were,  kindred  to  us  in  sympathy,  who  had  the 
same  views  of  popular  government,  and  who  were 
j  worthy,  in  every  point  of  view,  of  belonging  to 

this  Confederacy. 
1      The  foundation  for  this  war  having  thus  been 
I  laid  by  the  course  pursued  by  the  Whig  party  of 
1  the  country,  upon  the  question  of  annexation,  it 
was  this  party  who  should  justly  be  held  respon- 
sible for  having  involved  the  country  in  war.     If 
i  there  was  anything  wrong  in   the  war,  it  rested 
j  upon  them,  for  they  produced  the  incipient  causes 
of  it. 

Congress,  then,  having  provided  by  the  joint 
resolutions  of  March,  1845,  for  the  admission  of 
Texas  into  the  American  Confederacy,  those  reso- 
lutions were  submitted  for  her  acceptance;  in  her 
convention,  she  accepted  the  terms  proposed,  and 
the  agreement  having  been  ratified  by  the  subse- 
quent Congress,  she  became  fully  incorporated 
into  our  Union.  Upon  the  passage  of  these  reso- 
lutions by  Congress,  it  would  be  remembered  the 
Mexican  minister,  then  resident  here,  demanded 
his  passports,  and  returned  to  his  own  country, 
proclaiming  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  was 
cause  of  war,  in  accordance  with  the  position  taken 
by  the  Whig  party  in  the  canvass  of  1844.  Their 
minister  declared,  that  by  the  annexation,  our  Gov- 
ernment had  )ilaced  themaelves  virtually  at  war 
with  the  Government  of  Mexico,  and  that  Mexi- 
co would  immediately  assert  her  rights  by  force  of 
arms;  tliat  Texas  must  be  invaded,  and  the  con- 
quering standard  of  Mexico  must  be  planted  on 
the  banks  of  the  Sabine.  Mexico  claimed  the 
whole  of  Texas;  she  never  confined  her  pretences 
to  any' intermediate  territory. 

Wliat,then,  v/as  the  duty  of  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States,  after  Texas  had  assented  to  our 
terms,  and  was  virtually  in  the  Union?  An  inva- 
sion was  threatened;  it  was  known  that  an  army 
was  collecting  in  Mexico  for  the  invasion  of  Texas; 
that  by  annexation,  she  had  excited  the  increased 
enmity  of  Mexico.  Was  it  not  the  duty  of  the 
President,  then,  under  these  circumstances — was 
he  not  bound  by  his  constitutional  oath,  lo  pro- 
tect that  country  from  invasion?  By  the  act  of 
tuinexation,  she  had  placed  herself  under  our  juris- 
diction. Siie  had  the  right  to  demand  protection 
of  the  Federal  Government.  An  invasion  thus 
being  threatened,  the  President  did  send  our  army 
into  Texas.  He  selected  General  Taylor  to  com- 
mand that  army,  and  directed  him  to  take  up  a 
position  in  Texas  to  protect  that  country  from  in- 
vasion, in.^tructing  him  at  the  same  time  to  pursue 
a  pacific  course,  to  do  nothing  which  would  \n-o- 
vokc  hostilities  between  the  two  nations.  In  doing 
this,  he  did  no  more  than  he  was  bound  to  do — no 
inoie  than  it  was  his  right  not  only,  but  liis  abso- 
lute ol  hgiuion,  to  do.  Our  army  remained  at  (jor- 
pus  ChriBti,  until  liic  Administration  was  advised 


by  the  commanding  general  to  order  its  advance  to 
the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande,  under  the  impres- 
sion that  a  display  of  our  military  force  would  tend 
to  prevent  the  collision  between  the  two  nations 
which  was  threatened.  It  was  the  impression  of 
General  Taylor  that  this  advance  of  the  army 
would  tend  to  peace — that  it  would  tend  to  accom- 
plish the  earnest  desire  of  the  President  for  the 
settlement  of  the  existing,  difficulties  between  the 
two  nations,  especially  lo  the  recognition  of  the 
Rio  Grande  as  a  boundary,  which  was  claimed  by 
Texas  when  she  came  into  this  Confederacy. 

An  argument  had  been  made  from  analogy 
against  the  course  of  this  Administration  in  direct- 
ing the  march  of  the  army  to  the  Rio  Grande. 
They  had  been  referred  to  the  Oregon  question, 
and  asked  why  the  Executive  did  not  order  the 
army  to  march  to  the  line  of  54°  40'  ?  ^yhy,  the 
men  who  made  this  charge  forgot  the  history  and 
circumstances  of  the  Oregon  question;  they  forgot 
that  that  territory  was  jointly  occupied  under  treaty 
stipulations  by  the  two  Powers  who  claimed  it. 
And  they  forgot  further  that  we  had  no  population 
there  to  protect.  Now,  the  object  in  marching  the 
army  from  Corpus  Christi  to  the  Rio  Grande  was 
to  protect  the  people  of  Texas  from  invasion.  This 
Oregon  question,  therefore,  bore  no  analogy  to  the 
question  of  the  annexation  of  Texas.  They  were 
wholly  dissimilar  in  all  their  circumstances.  Why, 
he  would  be  inclined  to  think,  if  he  did  not  know 
the  contrary,  that  the  gentlemen  who  made  this 
argument  were  54°  40'  men  themselves — that  the 
gentleman  from  Florida  [Mr.  Cabell]  was,  who 
seemed  to  censure  the  course  of  the  President  for 
not  marching  the  army  up  to  the  line  of  54°  40'. 

They  had  been  told  yesterday  that  if  General 
Taylor  had  been  provided  with  a  sufficient  force 
the  war  would  have  been  terminated  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Rio  Grande;  and  that  the  protraction 
of  the  war  was  attributable  to  the  inadequacy  in 
General  Taylor's  force  and  the  force  that  marched 
to  the  column  of  General  Scott.  But  he  contended 
that  we  must  look  for  the  cause  of  the  continuance 
of  the  war  elsewhere — to  causes  which  were  obvi- 
ous, and  which  were  recognized  by  the  country; 
to  the  course  pursued  by  the  partisans  of  the  Wliig 
party  in  reference  to  the  war.  The  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Haskell]  had  enlightened 
the  House  with  his  views  of  constitution  law,  and 
had  made  his  exposition  of  the  vote  of  the  House 
given  some  tirne  ago  in  reference  to  the  causes  of 
the  war.  The  gentleman  might  be  a  very  good 
fighter:  he  had  acquired  some  fame  at  Cerro  Gordo; 
he  had  passed  through  that  battle  he  (Mr.  I.)  be- 
lieved unscathed,  but  still  there  were  some  remark- 
able incidents  connected  with  that  battle  which 
would  give  the  gentleman  fame  before  the  coun- 
try. He  (Mr.  I.)  believed  it  was  said  by  a  dis- 
tinguished officer  who  commanded  at  Cerro  Gordo 
that  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  at  least  lost  his 
hat  upon  that  occasion 

The  SPEAKER  here  interposed,  and  said  he 
must  call  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  INGE  (continuing)  said  he  was  going  on  to 
remark,  that  however  good  a  fighter  the  gentleman 
might  be,  he  had  a  great  objection  to 

Mr.  HASKELL  rose  inquiringly,  and  said  he 
did  not  hear  the  remark  which  the  gentleman  had 
made. 

Mr,  INGE  observed  that  the  Speaker  had  pro- 
nounced it  out  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Alaba- 
ma will  proceed  in  order. 

Mr.  INGE  (Mr.  H.  still  retaining  his  position 
upon  the  floor)  said  he  had  no  objection  to  pro- 
ceeding in  the  remarks  he  had  made,  and  in  fur- 
ther remarks,  if  he  was  not  called  to  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  insist  upon 
the  observtMice  of  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  INGE  (resuming)  said  he  was  at  liberty  at 
least  to  comment  upon  the  gentleman's  legal  and 
constitutional  opinions  as  delivered  here  yesterday. 
He  then  proceeded  to  read  an  extract  or  two  from 
the  report  of  Mr.  Haskf.ll's  remarksof  yesterday, 
contained  in  the  Intelligencer  of  this  morning: 

«  He  (Mr.  II.)  could  sprjik  for  Mie  Whig  parly  who  were 
opposirt  lo  llip  war  wlu:r(;  lie  Jived  ;  lio  could  i^pcak,  too,  Cor 
the  \Vlii«so(tlu!  South  ou  that  subject;  und  for  liimsHf  and 
lor  thciM  he  denied  that  they  had  ever  cluiructerixcd  it  as  an 
wiiJM.-t  war." 

The  gentleman  (said  Mr.  I.)  extended  his  decla- 
ration too  far.  He  knew  Hometliing  of  the  opinion 
of  the  WhistJ  of  the  South,  and  he  knew  that  they 
did  not  concur  with   the  gentleman  in  liis  own 
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notions,  and  he  must  ask  leave  to  contradict  him 
on  this  point. 

"  He  coulil  readily  imas;ine  how  a  war  miglit  be  unjustly 
comiueiired,  and  y<!t  justly  prosecuted.  For  iiislaiioe  :  he 
might  use  insulting  language  to  the  gmtleman  from  Missis- 
sippi. He  might  endeavor  to  bully  that  gentleman  and  alarm 
him  by  threats.  The  gentleman  from  Missis>ippi  might 
reply  in  a  similar  spirit,  and  might  insult  him  (Mr.  H.)  in 
return,  and  ultimately  strike  him.  He  (Mr.  1 1.)  would  grant 
that  he  had  done  wrong  in  threatening,  bullyijig,  and  at- 
tempting to  intimidate  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi ;  but 
he  had  been  struck,  and  consequently  he  had  to  defend  him- 
self; «nd  whatever  fighting  he  did  alter  that,  he  considered 
was  done  in  self-defence,  and  fully  jnstihed." 

Now,  whence  did  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
derive  his  notions  of  constitutional  law?  Did  he 
take  his  position  upon  iiisown  authority,  or  could 
he  refer  to  precedent .'  Let  him  ask  the  gentleman 
in  what  sciiool  of  law  or  of  pliilosophy  he  had 
learned  his  lesson  }  Did  he  draw  it  from  the  great 
sources  of  the  British  law — from  Coke  and  Black- 
stone  ?  Did  he  draw  it  from  the  great  code  of  the 
Roman  law.?  Why,  they  inculcated  no  such  doc- 
trines as  this.  It  was  not  the  common  law  of  this 
country,  and  he  (Mr.  I.)  would  not  believe  it  was 
the  statute  law  of  Tennessee.  Surely  there  was 
no  statute  in  Tennessee  which  would  authorize 
him  to  pursue  such  a  course.  The  gentleman  had 
said  he  miglit  bully  a  man — he  might  intimidate 
him  by  thieats — and  when  that  man  struck  him, 
he  might  defend  himself,  and  then  go  on  fighting 
ad  libitwn. 

Mr.  HASKELL  (Mr.  L  yielding  for  explana- 
tion) said  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  misappre- 
hended the  position  he  had  taken.  The  idea  he 
had  intended  to  convey  by  the  illustration  he  had 
made  use  of  was  this:  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  not  the  people  of  the  country, 
had  committed  the  first  assault;  that  the  attempt 
at  intimidation,  the  threat,  the  bullying,  if  they 
pleased,  was  done  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  and  that  when  Congress  assembled,  and  the 
people  thi'ough  their  Representatives  first  came  to 
vote  supplies  of  men  and  money  to  get  ourselves 
out  of  the  difficulty  into  which  the  President  had 
plunged  us,  it  was  necessary  and  right. 

Mr.  INGE  (resuming)  said  the  explanation  was 
a  mere  i-epetition  of  what  he  had  just  read  from  the 
gentleman's  remarks  of  yesterday,  and  did  not  alter 
the  case.  But  what  force  was  there  in  the  example 
which  the  gentleman  had  brought  forward  ?  Had 
not  the  gentkman  placed  liimself  in  the  position  of 
bullying,  and  not  the  gentleman  from  Mississip[)i.' 
Now,  this  was  a  monstrous  doctrine  of  law,  a  mon- 
strous doctrine  of  morals,  for  a  nian  to  assert  that 
a  war  was  unconstitutional  and  yet  just !  If  it  was 
unconstitutional,  of  course  it  was  wrong  in  its  in- 
ception, and  every  step  taken  in  its  prosecution 
was  v/rong.  It  was  equally  absurd  to  say  that  a 
war  which  was  unnecessary  could  be  a  just  war — 
that  an  unnecessary  war  could,  under  any  circum- 
stances, be  a  just  war.  An  unnecessary  war  was 
a  war  waged  without  right,  without  good  cause;  a 
war  Vi'hich  was  unjnslifiable.  If  it  was  unjustifi- 
alile,  then,  and  unnecessary,  how  could  it  be  just? 
Why,  that  was  a  morality  certainly  which  be- 
longed to  the  grog  shop,  and  not  to  ihis  Hall.  It 
was  the  morality  which  belonged  to  the  bully  who 
fought  on  the  streets,  and  not  to  the  code  of  na- 
tions. 

He  would  next  pi-oceed  to  consider  the  course 
of  the  Whig  party  on  the  question  of  the  war  af- 
ter hostilities  had  begun.  How  did  this  war  ques- 
tion become  a  party  question  ?  When  the  cannon's 
roar  from  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Gi'ande  broke  on 
the  Mexican  ear,  where -was  the  anti-war  party  of 
this  country?  A  universal  enthusiasm  pervaded 
the  whole  American  people.  With  perfect  una- 
nimity the  call  of  the  President  was  responded  to. 
Huiulieds  of  thousands  offered  their  services  to 
go  to  the  rescue.  When  Peter  the  Hermit  raised 
the  standard  of  the  Cross,  and  invited  soldiers  to 
rescue  the  Holy  Land  from  the  possession  of  the 
infidel,  there  was  not  a  more  hearty  response  than 
when  our  President  called  upon  his  country  to  go 
to  the  rescue  when  the  first  sound  of  war  was 
heard  on  the  Rio  Grande.  Where  was  the  anti- 
war paity  in  Ihis  Hall  then?  At  that  time  the 
only  objection  heard  here  was  the  preamble  of  ihe 
war  act,  by  which  the  declaration  was  made  that 
the  war  existed  by  the  act  of  Mexico.  That  was 
the  only  objection  then  taken;  but  an  exa  nination 
would  show  that  that  act  was  passed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  provision  for  the  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war.  Then  fifty  thousantj  men  and 
ton  millions  of  money  were  voted  for  that  purpose. 


No  gentleman  could  justify  his  course  at  that  time 
by  saying  that  be  voted  supplies  to  rescue  the 
army  of  General  Taylor.  It  was  known  that  Gen- 
eral Taylor  was  safe.  It  was  well  known  that 
General  Taylor  had  instiuctions  to  call  upon  the 
adjacent  States  for  reinforcements,  and  that  the 
Mexican  army  would  be  vanquished  before  aid 
from  this  Government  could  arrive.  It  was  thei-e- 
fore  well  known  to  every  man  who  voted  for  the 
war  bill  that  the  supplies  were  voted  for  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war  into  the  heart  of  Mexico.  The 
language  of  the  bill  was,  to  prosecute  the  war  to  a 
speedy  and  successful  termination,  and,  when  that 
bill  came  before  this  House,  there  was  no  anti- 
war party  in  this  country.  And  when  did  that 
.anti-war  party  spring  up  ?  When  it  •(vas  discovered 
that  the  Administration  was  identified  with  the 
war.  When  the  Whig  partisans  found  out  that 
the  honor  and  glory  of  the  war  would  redound  to 
the  honor  of  the  Administration,  then  it  was  that 
the  Wliig  party  took  ground  against  the  war,  and 
not  before,  for  party  purposes  and  party  objects. 
Then  they  became  willing  to  protract  the  war,  to 
augment  the  sufferings  of  the  army  in  Mexico,  and 
to  stain  the  national  honor  for  the  accomplishment 
of  their  party  objects.  That  had  been  clearly 
evinced  at  each  succeeding  session  of  Congress. 
The  President,  in  his  annual  message  to  Con- 
gress, had  proclaimed  that  there  were  a  few  per- 
sons in  this  country — a  few  misled  pei'sons — who 
had  denounced  the  war  as  unconstitutional  and 
unjust,  and  as  an  aggression  on  a  weak  and  unof- 
fending nation;  and  the  course  thus  pursued  by 
those  few  pei-sons  the  President  declared  was  cal- 
culated to  afford  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy. 
They  were  but  a  few  persons,  who  were  influ- 
enced by  a  kind  of  mawkish  sensibility  respecting 
this  war,  and  the  censure  of  the  President  was 
directed  to  them.  It  seemed,  however,  that  cer- 
tain prominent  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  this 
House  thought  that  condemnation  was  an  attack 
on  them,  and  a  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  in  a 
most  abusive  speech  on  this  floor,  denounced  the 
Executive  of  this  nation.  That  gentleman  declai'ed 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  had  slan- 
dered the  Whig  party;  and  the  same  accusation 
had  been  repeated  by  the  gentleman  from  Florida, 
[Mr.  Cabell,]  who  was  not  now  in  his  seat. 
Now,  he  (Mr.  I.)  denied  that  the  President  had 
made  such  an  allegation  against  the  Whig  party. 
It  was  only  necessary  to  refer  to  the  President's 
message  to  show  that  the  denunciation  was  but 
directed  against  a  few  persons  v/hb  might  well  be 
termed  misguided.  Did  the  gentlemen  who  ap- 
propriated this  declaration  to  themselves  mean  to 
be  understood  to  say  that  the  Whig  party  was  a 
few  persons  ?  Was  the  Mexican  war  at  that  time 
a  party  question?  It  had  been  made  so  by  the 
action  of  members  of  the  Whig  party  on  this  floor, 
by  both  their  action  and  their  speeches,  and  they 
had  since  that  been  waging  a  two-fold  war.  For 
the  purpose  of  operating  on  this  Government,  they 
had  crippled  its  energies  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war.  'I'liey  had  not  done  it  openly  and  undis- 
guisedly,  but  it  had  most  assuredly  been  done,  and 
done  in  both  branches  of  Congress,  and  the  only 
effect  of  such  a  procedure  had  been  to  encourage 
the  enemy. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Haskell] 
had  volunteered  his  opinion  that  this  war  had  been 
uniiece.ssarily  prolonged — that  it  had  not  been  ade- 
quately enforced;  but  there  were  other  gentlemen 
who  liad  participated  in  that  war  and  returned  to 
their  homes  who  held  a  contrary  opinion.  He 
read  an  extract  from  a  document  before  him,  to 
to  show  that  Colonel  Wynkoop  did  not  concur 
with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  in  the  opinion 
he  had  expressed,  and  said  that  officer  had  stated 
that  the  war  had  been  protracted  by  the  action  of 
parties  in  this  House.  Genei-al  Pierce,  too,  a  gen- 
tleman of  high  respectability  and  unquestioned 
veracity,  had  made  the  same  chai-ge.  So,  then,  it 
seemed  that  military  men  disagreed,  and  he  had 
some  authority  for  the  position  he  had  assumed. 

But  what  had  been  the  action  of  the  present 
House  on  this  question?  It  was  incumbent  on  this 
House  when  it  met  to  carry  out  measures  for  the 
prosecution  of  this  war  and  the  accomplishment  of 
the  object  which  it  had  proposed — its  successful 
termination.  But  what  had  been  done?  Notliing. 
A  loan  was  asked  for;  treasury  notes  were  asked 
for,  which  the  friends  of  the  war  were  of  opinion 
would  have  the  tendency  to  relieve  the  country, 
give  animation  to  its  commerce,  and  increase  its 


prosperity.  But  instead  of  that,  they  had  a  loan 
lain  passed  by  this  House  which  authorized  the 
issuing  of  a  six  per  cent,  stock.  And  what  was 
the  object  of  that  measure?  It  was  to  contract  the 
money  market,  to  interrupt  the  business,  and  to 
derange  the  commercial  0|)erations  of  the  country, 
and  bring  odium  on  the  war.  That  was  the  ob- 
ject— that  was  the  design.  And-  what  had  been 
the  course  of  the  Whig  party  on  another  measure.' 
Had  they  voted  supplies  for  military  operations? 
Had  they  furnished  the  means  asked  for  by  the 
President? 

The  House  had  consumed  its  time  with  the  pas- 
sage of  abstract  resolutions.  They  had  deliberately 
passed  a  resolution  which  falsified  history,  per- 
verted facts,  and  sullied  the  national  recoi-ds  with 
a  deliberate  falsehood.  That  was  the  way  in 
which  the  Whig  party  acted  here  during  this  ses- 
sion. 

In  reference  to  this  war,  the  gentlemen  opposite 
had  made  for  themselves  a  hobby;  but  an  anti-war 
hobby  the  American  people  had  never  sustained, 
and  never  would.  What  were  the  principles  of 
the  Whig  party  divested  of  this  hobby,  and  what 
principles  would  they  have  to  carry  out  if  they 
should  possibly  come  into  power?  They  had 
abandoned  all  the  issues  for  which  they  had  here- 
tofore contended,  and  they  had  now  nothing  upon 
which  to  unite  but  this  anti-war  hobby.  The 
bank  was  now  an  "obsolete  idea."  Nobody  now 
proposed  to  repeal  the  tariff  of  1846,  and  to  restore 
that  of  1842.  Both  of  those  issues  had  given  place 
to  opposition  to  the  war,  to  which  they  were  driven 
as  a  matter  of  sheer  necessity.  What,  then,  was 
their  position,  and  what  were  their  purposes? 

Here  the  Speaker's  hammer  fell,  announcing  the 
expiration  of  the  gentleman's  allotted  time. 

Mr.  VINTON  rose  and  said,  that,  thinking  it 
more  important  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  appropriation  bills,  he  would  move  to  lay  the 
motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table,  and  if  that  mo- 
tion should  pre_yail,  he  would  move  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  the  motion  to 
reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 

soldiers'  bounty  land  warrants. 
Mr.  PIARALSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  on  leave  given,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing joint  resolution,  which  was  read  three 
times,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence : 

Resolved,  ^-c,  That  in  all  cases  of  application  for  bounty 
land  warrants  under  the  act  approved  February  11th,  1847, 
the  honorable  discharge  of  the  applicant  showing  that  the 
same  was  predicated  on  a  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability, 
shall  be  considered  as  satisfactory  evidence  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Pensions  that  the  disability  was  incurred  in  the 
course  of  the  service. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  on  the  Indian  appropriation 
bill,  (Mr.  Rockwell,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the 
chair.) 

The  question  pending  when  the  committee  was 
last  in  session  was  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Vinton,  viz:  "  For  education  for  fifteen 
'  years,  stipulated  in  the  second  article  of  the  sup- 
'  plement  to  the  treaty  of  24th  May,  1834,  ($1,000 
'having  heretofore  been  appropriated,)  ^2,000." 
The  amendment  was  agreetl  to. 

The  reading  of  the  bill  was  then  continued  down 
to  the  items  under  the  head  "  To  the  Florida  In- 
dians. " 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
item  under  the  head  of  "The  Florida  Indians." 

Mr.  G.  said  there  were  some  facts  to  which  he 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee,  and 
hence  he  made  his  motion  to  strike  out  this  item. 
He  designed  to  show  that  the  ti-eaty,  under  which 
the  appropriation  was  proposed  to  be  made,  had 
never  been  observed.  It  was  of  the  date  of  1823, 
and  he  repeated  that  it  had  never  been  regarded 
either  by  the  Indians  or  by  ourselves.  In  order 
to  show  the  manner  in  which  we  ourselves  have 
discarded  it,  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  treaty  itself. 

By  the  third  articleof  the  treaty,  the  United  States 
Government  stipulated  to  take  the  Seminole  Indians 
under  its  care  and  protection,  and  defend  them 
agtiinst  all  persons  whatever;  in  return  for  which, 
the  Indians  had  ay:ieed  to  do  certain  things  on  their 
part.  He  had  looked  into  this  treaty  and  its  fulfill- 
ment, and  he  now  calleiitlie  attention  of  the  House 
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,to  the  fact,  that  insiend  of  protecting;  these  poor 
Indiiins,  we  hnd,on  the  contrarVi  sufieied  them  to 
be  rohbed  and  outraged  with  impunity.  He  would 
semi  an  Executive  document  of  llie  first  session  of 
the  twenty-fourth  Congress  to  the  Clerk's  table, 
and  ask  that  it  niishtbe  read.  [It  was  read  accord- 
ingly-] The  paper  was  dated  April  2,  1846.  It 
staled  that  a  cetlain  tract  of  land  had  been  secured 
to  a  certain  Indian  chief  in  1S23  That  in  conse- 
quence of  suspicions  which  had  been  excited 
against  him  and  his  people,  as  contemplating  mis- 
chief to  the  whites,  he  had  voluntarily  offered  to 
be  disarmed,  and  accordin*ly  he  and  his  people 
had  surrendered  their  arm.'?,  and  in  this  helpless 
condition  had  been  robbed  of  all  the  negroes  he 
held,  and  which  were  there  called  and  considered 
so  much  properly.  A  catalogue  of  their  names 
and  respective  value  was  given,  from  which  it 
appeared  that  their  collective  value  amounted  to 
fifteen  thousand  dollars.  Some  of  them  he  had 
held  for  twenty  years;  others  were  very  young'. 
They  were  taken  forcibly  by  a  vagabond  negro- 
stealer  named  Robinson,  who  had  run  off  and 
never  been  apprehended. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  had  made  this  motion  only  for 
the  purpose  of  awaking  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  this  sross  outrage,  which  had  never  been  atoned 
for.  The  facts  of  the  case  were  certified  by  the 
United  States  district  attorney  for  Florida  and  by 
the  judge  before  whom  the  case  had  been  brought. 
He  wished  the  House  and  the  country  to  know 
how  these  Indians,  while  under  the  pledged  pro- 
tection of  the  United  States,  had  been  treated  by  a 
set  of  Florida  slave-thieves.  These  people  jiad 
spread  an  alarm  through  that  part  of  the  country, 
by  persuading  them  that  those  Indians  were  plot- 
ting mischief ajainst  the  whites.  The  people  there- 
upon came  to  them,  and  charged  them  with  intend- 
ing to  shed  their  blood.  The  Indians  repelled  the 
charge  with  indignation,  and  promptly  offered  to 
give  proof  of  their  friendly  feelings  and  purposes 
by  voluntarily  proposing  to  sunender  their  arms. 
The  offer  was  accepted.  The  Indians  gave  up 
their  guns;  and  when  they  were  thus  in  a  dis- 
armed and  helpless  state,  these  land-pirates  set 
upon  them,  and  robbed  them  of  every  slave  they 
had  in  the  world,  and  transported  them  to  Georgia, 
where  they  were  sold, and  where  they  now  languish- 
ed in  bondage. 

If  any  language  could  fitly  characterize  a  pro- 
ceeding like  this,  Mr.  G.  confessed  he  could  not 
command  it.  The  chief  who  had  experienced  this 
return  for  the  demonstration  of  his  friendly  feel- 
ings towards  white  men,  was  at  the  time  a  man  of 
property,  quiet  and  industrious,  the  owner  of  a 
ferry  and  a  farm  and  a  number  of  negroes. 

Now,  this  Government  had  pledged  itself  for  the 
protection  of  these  people.  The  Indians  believed 
our  assurance,  rested  secure  under  the  protection 
of  the  Governmentof  the  United  States,  and  quietly 
and  voluntarily  surrendered  up  their  arms  to  our 
hands,  and  lost  their  all  in  consequence.  This 
chief  bad  sent  up  his  petition  to  the  House  for  in- 
demnification; the  memorial  had  been  referred,  and 
had  been  pressed  upon  the  House  for  years  to- 
gether; but,  while  his  memorial  slept  in  this  House, 
the  man  himself  emigrated  over  the  Mississippi, 
and  there  lived  in  poverty  at  this  day.  But  though 
he  had  thus  left  our  borders,  and  gone  far  from  the 
scene  of  his  former  prosperity,  he  still  continued 
to  send  an  imploring  voice  to  Congress  for  redress; 
he  still  continued  to  make  his  appeal  to  the  justice 
of  thai  House. 

Mr.  G.  could  not  move  and  could  not  vote  to 
give  this  injured  chief  the  redress  he  asked  for  and 
claimed,  because  he  did  not  lielieve  that  one  man 
could  own  another,  and  be  paid  for  him  as  prop- 
erty. But  the  House  was  daily  in  the  hal)it  of 
paying  white  men  for  slaves  lost,  and  why  should 
they  not  moMflure  out  equal  relief  to  an  Indian? 
Mr.  G.  could  not  himself  vote  for  a  bill  giving  him 
the  money  he  asked,  bernuse,  as  he  said,  he  was 
not  in  the  Ijelief  that  a  man  could  hold  a  slave,  or  i)e 
paid  furhiin  if  lost;  but  while  the  committees  of  the 
House  were,  from  time  to  time,  ref)orting  in  favor 
of  while  claimants  in  like  cases,  he  ihought,  on 
their  own  principles,  ihey  ought  not  to  refuse  re- 
lief to  a  poor  Indian.  These  people  were  still  cry- 
ing to  the  Government  for  stipulated  relief,  but  the 
offender.s  were  to  this  hour  "  unwhifipcfl  of  jus- 
tice." They  had  bcr'n  indicted,  but  could  not  be 
convicted.  As  a  member  of  the  (>)mniitle(;  on  In- 
dian Affairs  he  deemed  it  his  duty  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  ih^e  facta,  and  to  show  up 


the  different  ways  in  which  this  Government  meted 
justice  to  the  helpless  and  to  the  strong. 

Before  he  resumed  his  seat  it  was  proper  that 
he  should  notice  the  difference  between  the  state 
of  servitude  as  it  existed  among  Indians  and  among 
the  whites  at  the  South.  Among  the  former,  slavery 
itself  was  comparative  freedom.  Slaves  to  Indians 
looked  with  horror  to  being  slaves  to  white  men. 
For  this  assertion  Mr.  G.  had  the  evidence  of 
Wiley  Thompson,  late  our  agent  among  the  Semi- 
i  noles.  The  slaves  belonging  to  this  Indian  chief 
had  been  seized  and  taken  from  comparative  free- 
dom and  sold  into  all  the  horrors  of  slavery  in 
Georgia,  and  there  they  still  were  suffered  to  lan- 
guish against  all  the  principles  of  natural  justice, 
and  in  violation  of  the  express  stipulations  of  a 
solemn  treaty. 

Mr.  G.  having  thus  effected  his  object  in  bring- 
ing this  case  to  the  notice  of  the  House,  withdrew 
the  motion  he  had  made  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  G.  again  rose  for  the  purpose  of  putting  a 
question  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Mean.-,  in  relation  to  the  treaty  of  1845. 
He  wanted  information.  By  the  grace  and  favor 
of  the  Speaker  he  had  been  raised  to  a  place  on  the 
Commiitee  on  Indian  Affairs;  and,  wishing  to  dis- 
charge his  duty  as  a  memlicr  of  that  committee,  he 
applied  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  That  gentleman  and  the  House  must 
be  aware  that  there  had  long  existed  a  quarrel  be- 
tween the  Seminole  Indians  and  the  Creeks.  The 
quarrel  was  one  of  ancient  standing,  having  had 
its  origin  during  the  times  of  the  Revolution.  In 
1843  it  had  been  mutually  agreed  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  should  settle  these  differ- 
ences. The  object  of  Mr.  G.'s  inquiry  was,  to 
know  whether  that  ancient  quarrel  had  been  ad- 
justed by  the  President,  as  proposed? 

Mr.  VINTON  replied  that  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  give  his  colleague  any  information  on 
that  subject.  The  treaty  with  these  Indians  re- 
quired a  certain  sum  of  money  to  be  annually  paid 
them  by  the  United  States,  and  it  therefore  became 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  appropriate  that  sum 
every  year  to  carry  out  the  law;  and  it  was  equally 
the  duty  of  the  President  to  pay  them  what  by  law 
belonged  to  them.  If  his  colleague  thought  that 
the  money  had  been  paid  to  the  wrong  party,  the 
bill  was  open  to  amendment  in  that  respect.  Mr. 
V.  could  not  see  how  the  question  relating  to  the 
adjustment  of  this  quarrel  had  any  bearing  on  the 
duty  of  this  House  to  appropriate  the  sum  stipu- 
lated by  law. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  replied  that  the  United  States 
Government  occupied  the  position  of  guardians  to 
these  Indians,  and  that  it  was  our  duty  to  care  for 
them  as  for  so  many  minors.  We  had  forced  the 
Seminoles,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  to  migrate 
into  the  country  beyond  the  Mississippi,  but  their 
whole  tribe  shunned  the  Creeks  with  the  utmost 
dread,  because  the  Creeks  laid  claim  to  the  wives 
and  children  of  the  Seminoles,  and  were  ready  to 
seize  them  as  slaves.  Hence  these  wretched  Semi- 
noles were  seeking  a  residence  wherever  they  could 
find  it — some  in  the  forest,  some  in  the  midst  of 
the  Chickasaw  nation,  and  were  ready  to  go  any- 
where provided  they  kept  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
Creeks. 

Certain  slaves  of  the  Creeks  had  fled  from  their 
masters  before  the  Revolution,  and  had  intermar- 
ried with  Seminoles;  whence  the  Creeks  claimed 
their  descendants  as  slaves,  and  the  United  Slates 
Government  had  paid  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  to  gel  rid  of  that  claim,  although  what 
the  Seminoles  in,iually  claimed  did  not  amount  to 
more  than  half  that  sum — the  Creeks  insisting  on 
an  allowance  for  what  would  have  been  their  in- 
crease when  in  servitude.  The  Seminoles  lived  in 
such  dread  of  the  Creeks  that  they  dared  not  cross 
the  Mississippi,  because  they  would  find  there  a 
branch  of  the  Creek  nation;  and  this  was  the  true 
origin  of  the  Florida  war.  It  was  a  subject  of  com- 
plaint by  the  Cherokees  that  the  Seminoles  had 
come  among  them  for  refuge,  and  continued  there 
as  trespa.^sei'S.  Commissioners  had  been  appointed 
by  the  United  Slates  Government  to  settle  these 
difficullicK;  and  as  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, the  former  chairman  of  the  ComiTiittee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  [Mr.  McKay,]  was  in  strict  in- 
tinwicy  and  communication  with  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  he  probably  knew  all  about  the 
whole  niiitier.  Mr.  G.  did  not  know  whether  the 
difficulty  had  been  reconciled,  or  whether  the  Semi- 
noles had  been  actually  stripped  of  their  wives  and 


children.  He  should  be  obliged  to  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  if  he  would  give  him  inform- 
ation on  that  point. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  that  he  did  not  understand 
his  colleague  [Mr.  Giddings]  to  take  the  position, 
that  the  money  appropriated  for  these  Indians  was 
not  due  to  them  by  law.  Now,  the  money  was 
equally  dtte  to  them  whether  the  controversy  al- 
luded to  had  or  had  not  been  settled.  However 
that  might  be,  the  House  were  not  in  circumstances 
to  decide  who  were  in  the  right  and  who  were  in 
the  wrong.  That  was  for  the  President  to  decide. 
Mr.  V.  went  on  to  say,  that  he  entirely  agreed  with 
his  colleague  in  believing  that  our  Government  had 
treated  the  Indians  very  harshly,  and  liad  not  al- 
ways kept  its  treaties  with  them  as  it  should  have 
done;  but  even  if  his  colleague  was  able  to  show 
this  in  the  present  case,  ft  would  form  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  pay  this  annuity.  If,  indeed, 
he  could  show  that  these  Indiafis  refused  to  com- 
ply with  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  on  their 
part,  that  might  be  avery  good  reason  for  with- 
holding their  annuities;  but  this,  if  Mr.  V.  under- 
stood the  matter,  his  colleague  did  not  pretend,  and 
he  could  not  therefore  see  what  his  colleague's  in- 
quiry had  to  do  with  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  replied  that  he  had  made  no 
motion  to  strike  out  the  appropriation.  He  did 
not  ask  that  the  money  should  be  withheld,  but  he 
had  -dimply  put  forth  an  inquiry  with  a  view  to  as- 
certain the  real  facts  of  the  case.  Far  be  it  from 
him  to  withhold  from  them  their  money.  He 
wi.'^hed  rather  to  do  them  good;  at  any  rate  he  was 
willing  to  do  them  jus'ice.  Could  any  man  tell 
what  was  the  true  situation  of  this  matter?  They 
were  going  on  legislating  in  the  dark;  and  no  in- 
quiries could  extort  any  light  on  the  subject.  Mr. 
G.  was  against  this  mode  of  legislation.  He  was 
not  ready  to  vote  money  with  his  eyes  blind- 
folded. 

Mr.  VINTON  again  pressed  his  inquiry.  If 
Congress  were  bound  to  pay  this  annuity,  what 
difference  did  it  make  to  them  whether  these  In- 
dians had  settled  the  controversy  among  them- 
selves, or  whether  our  Government  liad  treated 
them  v/ell  or  ill?  It  was  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
execute  the  Indian  treaties,  and  hence  it  became 
the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
report  to  the  House  the  necessary  appropriations 
for  that  purpose.  If  abuses  had  been  committed, 
or  if  Government  had  been  guilty  of  an  omission 
of  its  duty,  it  belonged  certainly  rather  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  than  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  inquire  into  the  facts.  His 
colleague  belonged  to  that  committee,  and  yet  he 
came  to  Mr.  V.  for  this  information.  He  would 
retort  the  question,  and  ask  his  colleague  whether 
he  had  done  his  own  duly?  He  asked  his  col- 
league what  was  the  condition  of  these  Indians, 
and  whether  they  had  made  up  their  quarrels. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  rejoined.  When  the  chairman 
of  the  Commiitee  of  Ways  and  Means  asked  his 
vote  for  paying  a  certain  sum  of  money,  he  ought 
to  be  able  to  tell  him  why  the  money  was  wanting. 
When,  the  President  called  upon  Congress  for 
money,  he  (rentrallxj  told  Congress  what  the  money 
was  for.  Rut  if  his  colleague  was  ready  to  put 
the  case  of  these  Indians  and  their  annuity  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  Indian  Affairs,  that  committee 
would  lake  good  care  of  them. 

Mr.  VINTON  replied,  that  estimates  were  sent 
into  the  House,  and  corresponding  items  were  re- 
ported in  the  Indian  appropriation  bills,  because 
we  had  treaties  with  those  Indians  in  which  we 
agreed  to  pay  them  a  certain  sum  of  money. 
Those  treaties  were  the  law  of  the  land,  and  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  could  not  go  be- 
hind them.  As  chairman  of  that  committee,  Mr. 
V.  had  examined  more  than  a  hundred  of  ihose 
treaties,  and  there  found  that  the  bond  of  the  Gov- 
ernment was  given  to  pay  them  certain  stipulated 
sums  of  money.  All  the  information  he  had  to 
give  his  colleague  in  relation  to  the  present  item 
was,  to  say  that  our  treaty  required  it.  Did  his 
colleague  deny  that  the  money  was  due?  If  he 
wanted  to  know  what  was  the  stale  of  the  contro- 
versy between  two  Indian  tribes,  let  him,  as  a 
member  of  ihc  Commiitee  on  Indian  Affairs,  make 
the  requisite  investigation.  This  certainly  wa.-^  not 
the  duly  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
If  it  belonged  to  anybody,  it  belonged  to  the  In- 
dian Committee.  It  was  for  this  reason  that  dif- 
ferent standing  commiltces  had  been  ap|iointed  by 
lh«  House,  so  that  each  might  take  its  own  appro- 
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pi-iate  share  of  the  public  business,  and  each  report 
the  bills  which  belonged  to  its  own  department.  If 
further  legislation  was  demanded  by  the  state  of 
these  tribes,  it  was  for  the  Indian  Committee,  and 
not  for  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  House,  to 
report  that  necessity,  and  prepare  the  proper  bills 
to  meet  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  wished  to  say 
one  word,  though  not  on  the  matter  immediately 
before  the  committee.  He  could  not  see,  for  one, 
with  what  propriety  a  member  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  applied  to  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Itidian  Affairs  to  know  whether  a 
certain  appropriation  was  or  was  not  needed  for  a 
certain  tribe.  That  committee  never  applied  to  the 
Indian  Commitiee  for  any  information  before  re- 
porting the  items  for  annuity.  They  never  asked 
that  commitiee  whether  the  treaties  provided  for 
■were  still  in  force.  On  the  contrary,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  had  assumed  to  itself,  as 
its  own  exclusive  prerogative,  tlie  reporting  of  ap- 
propriations for  all  moneys  to  be  expended  by  the 
House,  and  left  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  AtTairs 
nothins:  more  than  a  few  Indian  claims.  He  con- 
tended that  that  committee  should  exercise  a  gen- 
eral jurisdiction  over  all  the  affairs  of  our  Indian 
tribes, and  that  afl  appropriations  for  the  fulfillment 
of  Indian  treaties  should,  in  the  first  place,  be  sub- 
mitted to  its  revision.  Such  had  formerly  been 
the  practice;  for  what  reason  it  had  been  discontin- 
ued, he  could  not  understand. 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  that  if  the  estimates  from 
the  department,  to  comply  with  Indian  treaties,  had 
been  sent  by  the  Executive  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  it  would,  no  doubt,  be  the  duty  of 
that  commitiee  to  report  appropriations  for  these 
objects;  but  it  did  so  happen  that  these  estimates 
were  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
in  order  that  that  committee  might  report  the  ap- 
propriations to  fulfill  our  public  engagements.  That 
committee'had  looked  only  to  the  treaties,  and  if 
they  there  found  the  Government  was  bound  to 
pay  a  certain  sum,  they  reported  appropriations 
accordingly.  Further  than  this,  it  was  not  their 
province  to  look;  and  as  the  estimates  were  sent 
them  from  the  departments,  so  the  House  was  in 
the  habit  of  referring  to  them  all  matters  requiring 
an  appropriation  of  money.  If  there  was  any  fault 
in  this,  it  lay  not  with  the  committee,  but  with  the 
House. 

Mr.  TFIO'MPSON  replied,  if  so,  then  withwhat 
propriety  did  the  chaii^man  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Vinton]  call  upon  his 
colleague  [Mr.  Giddings]  for  information  in  rela- 
tion to  appropriations  for  an  Indian  tribe?  Were 
theCommitteeon  Indian  Affairs  responsible.'  They 
were  never  inquired  ofexcrpt  about  Indian  claims. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  they  did  not  require  to  be  in 
relation  to  Indian  annuities,  because  these  were 
stipulated  by  treaty.  Would  the  gentleman  have 
the  committee  go  back  to  the  treaties  and  inquire 
whether  they  had  been  rightly  made.'  Must  they 
go  to  the  President  and  ask  whether  certain  Indian 
tribes  were  now  peaceable  or  not.'  And  must  they 
know  this  before  they  reported  an  appropriation  to 
pay  annuities  stipulated  by  law.'  He  put  it  to  the 
gentleman  to  answer.  Had  that  committee  any- 
thing whatever  to  do  with  the  question  whether 
certain  Indians  were  quarrelling  or  not.' 

Mr.  THOMPSON  replied  that  he  considered  it 
the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  to  re- 
view the  whole  policy  of  the  Government  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Indian  tribes;  but  as  things  stood,  the 
whole  landed  relations  of  this  Government,  as  well 
as  its  whole  Indian  relations,  were  thrown  as  a 
matter  of  course  before  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  If  the  Indian  Committee  were  suffer- 
ed to  exercise  its  proper  jurisdiction,  they  might 
find  itnecessary  onexamination  to  takeaportion  of 
the  annuity  of  one  tribe  and  give  it  to  another.  It 
was  known  that  among  the  Creeks  there  were  three 
distinct  parties,  each  of  whom  claimed  the  entire 
annuity  of  the  tribe.  Who  so  proper  to  examine 
and  deci<le  on  these  conflicting  claims  as  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs?  But  how  could  they  re- 
port in  relation  to  an  appropriation  which  never 
had  been  referred  to  them  ? 

Mr.  VINTON  said  that  he  had  already  contend- 
ed that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  quarrels  of  the  Indians,  aijd 
lie  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
that  if  any  inquiry  was  necessary  on  those  subjects 
it  appertained  to  the  Indian  Committee.  Such  in- 
quiries constituted  their  appropriate  duty.     But  a 


member  of  that  committee  had  been  again  and 
again  inquiring  of  him  for  information  about  facta 
which  neither  he  nor  his  committee  had  anything 
to  do  with.  They  dealt  with  the  estimates  and  the 
treaties,  and  neither  said  anything  about  Indian 
quarrels. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  was  not  finding  any 
fault  with  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means; 
he  cast  no  censure  upon  them,  but  he  thought  the 
existing  usage  was  wrong  and  ought  to  be  altered. 
He  thought  the  practice  in  the  House  ought  to 
conform  to  that  in  the  Senate,  where  all  subjects 
touching  Indians  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs.  But  here  Indian  appropriations 
were  reported,  on  which  the  Indian  Committee  had 
never  been  consulted  at  all.  The  chairman  had 
not  inquired  of  their  committee  whether  any 
changes  had  taken  place  in  the  stale  of  the  tribes 
calling  for  a  change  of  apfiropriations.  The  com- 
mittee were  t^ken  by  surprise,  and  they  found 
several  items  omitted  in  this  bill  which  ought  to 
be  in  it,  and  which  they  should  have  suggested  if 
they  had  been  consulted  before  the  bill  had  been 
reported.  There  was  the  question  in  relation  to 
the  Texas  Indians;  there  was  not  a  word  about 
them  in  the  bill.  That  whole  subject  belonged 
appropriately  to  the  Indian  Comrriittee,  but  no 
previous  notice  had  been  giveir  them. 

Mr.  EVANS  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
rules  of  the  House  did  not  distinctly  specify  what 
duty  the  Commitiee  on  Indian  Affairs  was  to  per- 
form, and  also  that  there  existed  no  ground  of 
complaint  against  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  but  he  was  very  imperfectly  heard. 

Mr.  McKAY  could  not  but  consider  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Thomp- 
son] as  of  a  very  extraordinary  character.  That 
gentleman  was  so  very  good  that  he  actually  conde- 
scended to  excuse  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  for  reporting  the  Indian  appropriation  bill. 
The  chairman  had  referred  him  to  treaty  stipula- 
tions, and  what  had  been  his  reply?  Why,  that 
all  previous  Committees  of  Ways  and  Means  (who 
had  always  reported  these  bills)  had  usurped,  for- 
sooth, the  duties  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs! Was  it  any  act  of  usurpation  to  report  the 
regular  Indian  appropriation  bills?  Had  the  com- 
mittee violated  therulesof  the  House?  Had  it  gone 
beyond  the  jurisdiction  expressly  assigned  to  it? 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  here  rose  to  order,  and 
put  an  inquiry,  which,  in  the  excited  state  of  the 
House,  the  re[)orter  could  not  distinctly  liear. 

Mr.  McKAY.  That  is  a  question  for  a  Phila- 
delphia lawyer.  [Peels  of  laughter.]  Only  look 
at  your  rules.  Ask  them  whether  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  is  not  required  to  report  the 
annual  appropriation  bills.  [Mr.  McK.  here  read 
the  rules.]  One  of  these  rules,  as  I  very  well  re- 
member, was  adopted  on  motion  of  a  venerable 
gentleman  who  used  to  fill  that  vacant  seat,  and  it 
requires  that  these  bills  shall  be  reported  within 
thirty  days  from  the  commencement  of  the  session. 
One  of  these  regular  annual  bills  is  the  bill  appro- 
priating for  Indian  annuities.  It  had  always  been 
the  practice  of  the  Government  to  send  the  esti- 
mates for  these  annuities  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  for  that  committee  to  re- 
port the  bill  to  the  House. 

But  only  see  what  sort  of  a  principle  the  gentle- 
man from  Mississippi  is  introducing  here.  Why, 
if  his  doctrine  is  true,  push  it  out;  carry  out  his 
own  principle,  and  what  will  it  end  in?  Why,  I 
suppose  that,  when  the  Commitiee  of  Ways  and 
Means  wish  to  report  any  appropriations  in  refer- 
ence to  Indians,  they  must  first  go  in  a  body  to  the 
committee-room  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, and  then,  first  making  a  low  bow,  must  stand 
with  their  hats  off,  and  humbly  refer  the  whole 
matter  to  the  superior  judgment  and  approbation 
of  the  gentleman's  Indian  Commitiee.  They  must 
say  to  ihatcommittee:  "Gentlemen,  be  good  enough 
to  inform  us,  for  we  ourselves  do  not  kn()W,  whe'her 
the  laws  for  these  Indian  treaties  are  still  in  force. 
Here  is  a  treaty  with  the  Omahas,  and  here  is 
another  treaty  with  the  Choctaws,  and.  here  is  a 
treaty  with  the  Weas,  and  another  with  the  Plan- 
kes'haws;  may  we  report  appropriations  to  fulfill 
them?  Can  you  tell  us  whether  these  treaties  have 
the  force  of  law?"  And,  having  submitted  these 
inquiries,  I  suppose  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  must  then  make  anoihrr  low  bow  and  re- 
tire, and  humbly  wait  till  the  Indian  Committee,  at 
their  leisure  and  in  proper  and  suitable  time,  shall 
see  fit  to  reply. 


Well,  and  then  will  come  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  and  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  and  va- 
rious other  gentlemen  from  the  different  commit- 
tees, and  require  that  all  appropriations  for  the 
army,  and  the  navy,  and  the  judiciary,  and  every- 
thing else,  must  first  be  submitted  to  the  judgment 
of  their  committees.  Why  did  not  the  genfleman 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  Haralson]  get  up  here  and 
complain  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana 
had  been  guilty  of  daring  usurpation,  in  reporting 
appropriations  for  the  pay  of  the  army,  before  they 
had  first  gone  to  his  committee,  to  gel  information 
whether  the  law  fixing  the  pay  of  the  army  had 
not  been  repealed  ?  And  so  all  the  rest  of  the  com- 
mittees may  come,  and  make  the  same  complaint. 
The  gentleman  from  Mississippi  looked  very  se- 
rious and  very  earnest,  just  as  if  he  meant  what 
he  said,  but  I  think  he  must  have  been  sporting. 
Sporting  or  not,  his  doctrine,  if  carried  out,  goes 
to  reduce  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
a  machine,  to  a  mere  automaton.  They  must  re- 
port no  bill  to  the  House  till  all  the  other  commit- 
tees have  looked  over  it,  and  told  them  whether  it 
was  proper  or  not. 

The  true  principle  and  the  true  rule  is  this  : 
Where  any  existing  law  requires  from  Govern- 
ment the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  is  the  proper  organ  to 
report  to  the  House  an  appropriation  of  that  sumj 
but  where  new  appropriations  are  proposed,  and 
changes  are  suggested  in  the  law,  these  should  be 
reported  by  the  other  committees  first  to  which  the 
subjects  respectively  belong.  This  is  the  true  rule 
which  ought  always  to  prevail,  though  it  has,  I 
confess,  been  sometimes  broken  in  upon. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  .said  he  had  no  objection  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  exercising 
their  full  prerogative;  but  he  did  object  to  any 
member  of  that  committee's  calling  on  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  for  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  Indian  treaties. 

Mr.  VINTON.  Let  me  set  the  gentleman  right. 
It  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs who  interrogated  me,  and  that  over  and  over, 
for  information  which,  if  it  was  needed  at  all,  his 
committee  could  get  for  itself,  and  I  in  reply  said 
to  him,  that  if  anybody  was  to  make  these  inqui- 
ries, it  was  not  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana^ 
but  his  own  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  McKAY.  I  will  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Giddings]  whether  he  has  read  the  of- 
ficial reports  about  these  Indian  quarrels  he  was 
talking  about? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.     No,  I  have  not. 

Mr.  McKAY.  Then  let  him  read  the  docu- 
ments before  he  asks  information  of  us. 

Mr.  BARRINGER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
on  my  left  [Mr.  Vinton]  says  that  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  asked  certain  in- 
formation of  him.  Not  so.  The  gentleman  froat 
Ohio  on  my  right  [Mr.  Giddings]  asked  that  in- 
formation personally,  and  not  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  Mr.  B.  admitted 
that  the  chairman  was  perfectly  right  in  reporting 
all  appropriations  required  by  existing  laws  with- 
out further  inquiry,  but  that  gentleman  went  ber 
yond  his  province  when  he  maintained  that  the  In- 
dian Committee  were  bound  to  give  him  reasons 
for  items  in  his  own  bill. 

Mr.  VINTON  had  maintained  no  such  doc- 
trine. All  he  said  was,  that,  if  it  was  anybody's 
duty  to  make  the  inquiry,  it  was  that  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs;  but,  for  himself,  he  did 
not  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  either  committee. 

Mr.  BARRINGER.  Then  we  understand  each 
other. 

Mr.  VENABLE.  This  whole  discussion  is  ut- 
terly out  of  order;  there  is  no  motion  before  the 
House 

Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill,  by  adding,  after  the  second  item  under  the 
head  of  ^Ulie  Senecas  of  J^e%c  York,'''  the  following: 

For  rpfuiidina;  to  the  Seiitoas,  and  the  tril)es  united  wiUi 
them,  the  amount  of  all  annuities  or  moneys  wliieli  were 
wrongfully  witliht-ld  from  them  liy  a  former  sul)-a!ii  nt  of  the 
United  yiatis  appointed  for  said'  Indians,  as  stated  in  tlie 
4tli  section  of  tlie  act  entitled  "An  act  makinpappropiinlioiis 
for  the  current  and  enniinaent  expenses  of  the  Indian  de- 
piirtmcntand  for  fulfillin!;  treaty  stipulations  with  the  v.irious 
Indian  tiil.es  for  the  year  endini,'  June  3(Hh,  1847,''  approved 
June  97,  1846,  and  for  payinp  the  expenses  ot  a-eertaining 
as  near  as  may  he  the  amount  thereof,  the  sum  ol  !t40,000, 
or  so  mueh  thereof  ns  inav  be  necessary  for  such  purposes ; 
and  the  Secretary  of  War  Is  hereby  directed  to  ascertain, 
from  tlie  report  of  the  commissioner  appointed  miller  said 
4th  seetinn,  and  all  other  means  in  his  power,  and  at  a* 
early  a  day  us  prneticatite,  th«  amount  so  wittibeld,  uuU  Uiu 
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interest  thereon,  from  the  day  when  it  shmild  have  been 
paid  over  to  »aid  Indian;!,  and  lo  cause  such  aiiinunt  and 
interest  to  he  paid  to  said  rndiaiis  in  tin;  same  manner  lliat 
Uie  annuity  above  appropriated  for  said  Indians  is  by  law  or 
regulation  to  be  paid. 

Some  conversation  and  explanations  passed  be- 
tween Messrs.  McKAY,  HALL,  and  VINTON; 
after  which, 

Mr.  HALL,  upon  a  suggestion  made  by  Mr. 
McIvAY,  withdrew  his  amendment,  under  the  ex- 
pectation that  it  would  be  made  in  the  Senate, 
(where  was  the  commissioner's  report,)  or  that  it 
should  be  made  the  subject  of  a  bill  in  the  House. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  adding  after  the  item  under  the 
head  of"  The  Chickasaw  s,"  the  following: 

For  the  use  of  thi'  heirs  of  irotli-la-cha  and  his  wife  Re- 
becca Jaujes,  Chickasaw  Indians,  who  were  entitled  to 
reservations  of  land  under  tlie  Chickasaw  treaty  of  ^P34, 
and  wliicli  were  sold  and  the  money  paid  nito  the  hands  of 
the  Chicka-avv  a;;ent  in  pursuance  of  said  treaty  and  never 
accounted  for,  §2,01)0. 

•  After  an  explanation  by  Mr.  THOMPSON,  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  add  the  following  sec- 
tion to  the  bill: 

Sec.  -2.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  no  part  of  the 
money  appropriated  by  this  act  for  the  purposes  of  educa- 
tion shall  be  expended  for  any  such  object  elsewhere  than 
in  the-  Indian  country:  Provided,  That  this  shall  not  apply 
to  any  of  the  aforesaid  appropriations  the  cxpeuriilure  of 
which  are,  by  treaty  stipulations,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  respective  Indian 
tribes. 

After  an  explanation  by  Mr.  McKAY,  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress, 
And  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  March  22,  1848. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  the  correspondence 
of  Mr.  Wise,  at  the  Court  of  Brazil,  with  the  De- 
partment of  Slate  of  the  United  States,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  24th  of 
January  last. 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  presented  a  memo- 
rial from  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  asking 
the  cession  of  certain  public  lands  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  navigation  of  Big  Black  river;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  from  the  same  source,  asking  a  change  in 
the  system  of  transporting  the  mail;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  presented  a  petition  from  James 
Livingston  and  245othercitizensof  Peoria  county, 
Illinois,  against  ihe  present  mode  of  disposing  of 
the  public  lands,  and  in  favor  of  giving  them  to 
the  actual  settler  without  compensation;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  a  petition  fromCad- 
walader  Evans,  a.«iking  Government  lo  purchase 
his  patent  for  preventing  explosions  of  steam  boil- 
ers; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pat- 
ents. 

Also,  from  Rebecca  Robeson,  widow  of  a  revo- 
lutionary officer,  for  a  pension;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  MOOR  pre.sented  a  petition  from  D.  B. 
Thuokley  and  others,  for  a  modification  of  the  pat- 
ent laws;  wliich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents. 

Also,  from  Albert  G.  Dale,  and  other  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  asking  that  the  palent  granted 
Wilham  Woodworth  maybe  revoked;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

Also,  from  Daniel  W.  Bradley  and  others,  to 
exempt  from  the  reveruie  laws  timber  cut  from 
the  forest  of  Maine  and  manufactured  in  New 
Brunswick;  which  wan  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finn  nee. 

Mr.  M.  look  occasion  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  fact.s  set  forth  in  the  memorial.  Under 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington,  the 
memorinliHis  conceived  them.selvcs  entithicl  to'  the 
free,  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence;  but,  from  their 
peculiar  location,  they  had  to  erect  mills  in  the 
province  of  New  Brun.swiek  to  prepare  their  tim- 
ber for  market,  aad  had  been  .siibjecied  not  only 
to  an  export  duty  under  colr)nial  regulations,  but 
to  an  iiiiport  duly  when  the  timber  i.s  brought  into 
the  United  Stalen,  which  rendered  the  total  lax  on 


the  lumber  three  dollars  per  one  thousand  feet — 
which  amounted,  in  fact,  to  a  prohibition.  Mr.  M. 
remarked  on  the  importance  of  this  trade,  and  the 
necessity  that  existed  for  the  restrictions  to  be 
removed;  conceiving  them,  as  he  did,  a  violation  of 
the  spirit  of  the  treaty  of  Washington.  He  said 
he  should  at  some  future  day  introduce  a  bill  for 
that  purpose,  and  would  to-day  introduce  a  reso- 
lution calling  for  the  correspondence  between  the 
British  and  American  authorities  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  a  petition  from 
Nathan  Cummings  and  other  citizens  of  Maine, 
asking  relief'.  They  state  that,  under  the  treaty, 
their  lands  had  been  declared  in  the  province  of 
New  Brunswick,  and  they  ask  that  Government 
will  either  pay  them  for  their  land  or  exempt  them 
from  the  colonial  duties  and  remit  the  import  duties. 
The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  the  petitioners  were  in  a  situa- 
tion something  similar  to  that  of  the  petitioners 
whose  memorial  had  been  presented  by  his  col- 
league. They  had  bought  their  lands  while  a 
portion  of  the  United  States,  had  been  ceded  away 
to  New  Brunswick,  and  their  produce  was  now 
burdened  with  heavy  duties  before  it  could  reach 
the  markets  of  the  United  States.  They  therefore 
ask  for  an  abrogation  of  these  duties,  or  to  be  paid 
for  their  lands. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  presented  a  petition  from 
pilots,  port-wardens,  masters  of  vessels,  merchants, 
and  other  citizens  of  Apalachicola,  against  the  pres- 
ent mode  of  lighting  the  light-house  at  Cape  St. 
Bias;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee' on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  BUTLER  presented  a  petition  from  Wil- 
liam Rail,  asking  a  pension  for  services  during  the 
revolutionary  war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin,  asking  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Indian  title  to  land  in  said  territory; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents, 
reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  E.  G.  Smith, 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  reported  the  following  House 
bills,  without  amendment: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Catharine  Fulton,  of  Wash- 
ington county,  Pennsylvania. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  Jonathan  Moore,  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Ellis. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Mary  Taylor,  accompanied  by  a  report. 
The  bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  House  bill  relating  to  the  collection  di.strict 
of  New  Orleans,  and  for  other  purposes,  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  House  bill  dividing  the  State  of 
Georgia  into  two  judicial  districts,  and  organizing 
and  establishing  an  additional  district  court  of  the 
United  States,  with  circuit  court  powers  and  juris- 
diction-; without  amendment. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  Heuse  hill  to 
change  the  name  of  Photius  Kavasales  to  that  of 
Photius  Fisk. 

Mr.  YULEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affiairs,  reported  a  bill  to  promote  the  efficiency  of 
the  navy. 

[This  bill  authorizes  the  President  to  direct  the 
transfer  to  a  retired  list  any  coiumi.ssioned  officer 
or  master  in  the  navy,  who  is  no  longer  found  com- 
petent to  perform  properly  the  duties  of  his  station; 
and  the  officer  so  transferred  shall  not  be  consid- 
ered in  the  line  of  promotion:  Immediately  after 
the  passage  of  the  act,  and  as  often  as  the  President 
may  deem  expetdient,  a  board  of  five  cafitains  is  to 
be  convened,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  uiulcr  instruc- 
tions from  the  President' or  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
to  ascertain  and  report  the  names  of  such  officers  as 
in  the  judgment  of  said  board  have,  from  physical 
or  other  causes,  become  incapacitated  for  an  effi- 
cient (liHcharjjc  of  their  duties,  and  the  President 
may  upon  such  report,  if  ap[)roved  by  him,  direct 
such  officers  to  be  placed  on  the  retired  li»l.     The 


pay  of  a  retired  officer  shall  be  the  furlough  pay  of 
his  grade,  with  an  addition  often  per  cent,  thereon 
for  every  five  years'  service  in  his  grade,  provided 
that  in  no  case  shall  the  retired  pay  exceed  half 
the  highest  pay  to  which  he  would  be  now  entitled 
by  law  if  employed  at  sea.  The  retired  pay  of 
pursers  to  be  the  same  as  surgeons  of  equal  length 
of  service  would  be  entitled  to.  The  power  of  the 
President  is  still  retained  to  place  any  officer  on 
furlough,  and  no  officer  who  is  wounded  in  battle 
shall  be  transferred  to  the  retired  list  against  his 
own  consent.] 

RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ASHLEY, 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishiuK  a  post  route  from  Benten,  in  Sabine- county,  to  Pine 
Blulfs,  ill  Jefi'ersoii  ounty,  Arkansas. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WESTCOTT, 
Resolued,  Tliat  the  Comniittee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  a  uniform  tariff  of  fees  and  costs  to  he  allowed  in  all 
ca«es  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHISON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providine  by  law 
for  the  sale  ol'  the  islands  in  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri 
rivers  not  herctolore  surveyed  and  ofteied  for  sale. 

Mr.  MOOR  submitted  the  following: 
Raolvcd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  Senate  copies  of  the  corre- 
spondence which  has  taken  place  since  August,  l!i42,  be- 
tween the  authorities  of  the  American  and  British  Govern- 
ments in  relation  to  export  duties  on  American  timber,  ex- 
acted or  levied  by  the  Provincial  or  other  British  authoritie.'S 
in  New  Brunswick;  or  copies  of  such  portions  of  that  cor- 
respondence as  may  he  conununicated  without  detriment  to 
the  public  interest. 

AMERICAN    HEMP. 
Mr.  YULEE  moved  to  take  up  the  joint  resolu- 
tion to  promote  the  purchase  of  hemp  for  the  use 
of  the.American  navy;  which  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Y.  explained  the  object  of  the  resolution, 
which  was  to  allow  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
contract  for  the  purchase  of  hemp  for  five  years, 
at  a  price  not  to  exceed  the  average  price  of  the 
last  year.  He  said  it  was  the  opinion  of  many 
persons  that  hemp  would  be  found  in  this  country 
equal  in  all  respects  to  the  best  Riga  hemp,  and  at 
a  much  less  cost. 

Mr.  NILES  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
inserting  a  proviso  to  the  effect  that  the  price  should 
not  exceed  the  average  market  price  at  the  time  the 
hemp  was  delivered. 

This  motion  led  to  a  brief  debate,  in  which 
Messrs.  NILES,  HALE,  YULEE,  DOUGLAS, 
UNDERWOOD,  BALDWIN, CRITTENDEN, 
and  others,  participated;  when  the  question  was 
taken  on  Mr.  Niles's  amendment,  and  decided  in 
the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  resolution,  Mr.  HALE  demanding  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  the  vole  stood 
for  the  passage  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Ashley,  Atchison,  Badjjer,  Bill,  Benton, 
Berrien,  liradbury,  Breese,  Cameron,  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Douglas,  Downs,  Fetch, 
Greene,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Miller, 
Moor,  Phelps,  Rusk,  Spruance,  Underwood,  Uphani,  Web- 
ster, and  Yulce— 28. 

NAY.--!— Messrs.  Afherton,  Ba^by,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Dick- 
inson, Hale,  Lewis,  Mason,  Niles,  and  Turney — 10. 
THE  LOAN  BILL. 
On   motion  of  Mr.   ATFIERTON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to   the   consideration  of  the   loan  bill; 
when — 

Mr.  ATHERTON  regretted  that  it  was  his  lot 
to  occupy  the  altention  of  the  Senate  in  lolation  to 
this  bill.  But  it  was  necessary  he  should  do  so, 
in  order  to  show  the  considerations  which  had 
weighed  with  the  Committee  on  Finance  in  its  ac- 
tion on  this  bill.  Pie  then  went  on  to  speak  of 
Mexico  and  the  war;  of  the  fiscal  coirtliiion  of  the 
country  when  the  war  was  commenced;of  the  great 
measures  which  pa.^sed  Congress  during  the  session 
of  184()-"7 — the  tariff  bill,  the  independent  treasury 
bill,  the  treasury  note  bill,  &c. — by  which  the  Gov- 
ernment had  been  relieved  from  great  pecuniary 
difficulty. 

Mr.  ATFIERTON  then  went  into  a  detail  of  ' 
receipts  and  expenditures,  and  into  a  descri|)tion 
of  the  operation  of  issuing  and  reissuing  treasury 
notes.  In  this  statement  he  was  not  considered  ' 
by  some  Senators  as  perfectly  inte'liijihle,  until  he 
had  several  times  put  the  case  of  a  treasury  note 
for  $^100  issued,  and  ^lUl)  received  from  customs. 
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paid  into  the  treasury  in  the  form  of  the  $100  treas- 
ury notes  so  issued,  and  stated  the  manner  in  which 
this  transaction  would  appear  on  the  books. 

The  total  expenditure  of  the  fiscal  year  1846, 
was  §57,218,477  63,  and  the  total  receipts  (exclu- 
sive of  treasury  notes  and  loans)  jj35,473,229  45. 
The  deficiency  of  |21,000.000  and  a  fraction,  had 
to  be  supplied  by  loans  or  treasury  notes.  He  con- 
tended that  there  was  no  error  in  the  treasury  re- 
port of  that  year. 

The  total  (actual  and  estimated)  expenditure  of 
the  present  fiscal  year  he  stated  at  $60,305,688.^)7, 
and  the  total  receipts  (irrespective  of  loans  and  treas- 
ury notes)  $36,661,251  25,  leaving  a  deficiency  of 
$23,000,000  and  a  fraction.  He  then  gave  a  state- 
ment of  the  treasury  notes  issued,  and  came  to  the 
result  at  which  the  Secretary  of  the  treasury  had 
arrived  in  his  annual  estimates. 

For  the  two  years  the  expenditures  were  $117,- 
589,165,  and  the  receipts  were  $70,317,229  45. 
In  his  exposition  of  the  i.ssues  of  treasury  notes 
■which  had  taken  piace  in  the  two  years,  he  called 
up — 

Mr.  NILES,  who  suggested  that  the  authority 
for  issuing  the  original  amount  of  treasury  notes 
expired  last  year,  and  that  under  the  law  of  last 
session  an  authority  was  given  to  reissue  only 
five  millions.  Although,  therefore,  there  might  be 
the  whole  of  the  twenty-eight  millions  previously 
authorized,  in  circulation,  or  there  might  not  be, 
the  Secretary  had  no  authority  to  reissue  more 
than  the  five  millions.  He  had  understood  that  the 
Secretary  was  himself  embarrassed  on  this  point_ 
when  he  issued  his  proposals  lately  for  bids  for 
treasury  notes,  as  to  the  amount  he  could  issue. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  he  was  aware  of  the  dif- 
ficulties alluded  to,  but  he  could  positively  state, 
that  not  more  than  thirty-three  millions  of  treasury 
notes  of  every  description  were  now  in  circulation. 
He  then  went  on  to  refer  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  pam- 
phlet on  the  finances,  for  the  purpose  of  correcting 
some  errors  into  which  he  said  that  venerable  gen- 
tleman had  fallen.  He  complimented  that  gentle- 
man on  the  clearness  of  intellect  which  he  had 
evinced,  but  suggested  that  it  was  not  wonderful 
that  one  who  was  led  by  his  distrust  of  our  finan- 
cial capacity  to  resign  his  administration  of  the 
treasury  in. a  difficult  crisis  in  our  affairs,  should, 
in  his  old  age,  be  led  into  error.  He  quoted  Mr. 
Gallatin's  language  relative  to  the  impropriety  of 
permitting  banks  to  use  public  money  to  increase 
their  circulation,  with  some  appropriate  remarks. 

Mr.  A.  defended  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary 
against  the  attacks  which  had  been  made  upon 
them;  referring  to  the  statements  made  early  in 
the  session  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont,, [Mr. 
Phelps,]  and  snowing  that  they  were  not  borne 
-Out  by  the  actual  results.  The  estimates  of  reve- 
nue from  the  tariff  made  by  the  Secretary,  had 
been  exceeded  by  the  facts.  As  to  the  revenue 
from  the  lands,  from  which  that  Senator  had  de- 
ducted one  million,  there  was  a  greal  probability 
that  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  would  be  sus- 
tained. Taking  the  sums  accruing  from  all  sources 
he  came  to  the  same  conclusion.  He  pointed  out 
other  statements  in  the  remarks  of  that  Senator, 
which  he  charged  as  being  erroneous. 

Mr.  PHELPS  made  an  explanation. 

Mr.  A.  then  referred  to  the  amendments  reported 
in  the  bill.  He  adverted  to  the  subject  of  treasury 
notes,  in  which  form  it  had  been  proposed  to  au- 
thorize the  loan.  He  expatiated  on  the  advantages 
which  belonged  to  treasury  notes,  but  stated  that 
a  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  was  favor- 
able to  a  stock  loan ;  and  the  changed  aspect  of  the 
times,  since  the  bill  passed  the  House,  had  deter- 
mined it  to  bring  the  transaction  into  the  market, 
in  the  shape  of  a  slock  loan,  which,  he  believed, 
would  be  easily  disposed  of. 

He  adverted  to  the  course  which  had  been  taken 
in  former  exigencies — to  the  loan  for  twelve  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  1841,  in  a  time  of  peace.  In  1842, 
an  issue  of  five  millions  of  treasury  notes  was  au- 
thorized, and,  in  the  same  year,  an  authority  was 
given  to  add  five  millions  to  the  original  loan.  The 
Secretary  was  then  required  not  to  sell  under  par, 
until  after  advertising  to  obtain  offers  at  the  high- 
est price.  He  referred  to  subsequent  issues  of 
treasury  notes,  authorized  in  1842  and  1843. 

tic  estimated  that  thirty-six  millions  will  be  all 
that  the  wants  of  the  Government  will  require  to 
be  borrowed  during  the  present  and  the  next  fiscal 
years,  if  the  eslimatca  of  the  Secretary  are  correct. 
lie  asked  if  there  had  been  any  instance  in  whicli, 


during  the  midst  ofa  war,  a  loan  had  been  negotiated 
at  a  rate  exceeding  par — that  is,  above  the  ordinary 
rate  of  interest  in  the  country  >  Our  credit  in  Eu- 
rope, instead  of  having  diminished,  had  strength- 
ened, since  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  we 
could  now  borrow  money  there  on  better  terms 
than  we  could  have  obtained  it  two  years  ago. 

He  made  a  few  remarks  on  the  inap])licability  of 
a  sinking  fund  in  this  country,  where  the  population 
would  be  doubled  .soon  after  the  present  loan  will 
become  due.  He  did  not  desire  to  protract  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  as  the  Secretary  was  anxious 
to  advertise  the  loan  abroad,  which  could  not  be 
done  in  tiTne,  unless  the  bill  could  be  promptly  dis- 
posed of. 

[The  revised  speech  of  Mr.  Atherton  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  WEBSTER  rose  and  said  he  desired  to 
make  some  remarks  on  the  bill,  but  as  it  was  now 
late  in  the  day,  and  as  he  understood  there  was 
some  Executive  business  to  be  disposed  of,  he 
would  postpone  his  observations  until  to-morrow, 
should  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate  to  pass  over 
the  bill  informally,  and  to  proceed  to  the  consider- 
ation of  Executive  business. 

The  bill  was  then  informally  passed  over;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness. After  some  time,  the  doors  were  reopened, 
and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  March  23,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  FEATHERSTON,on  leave,  presented  me- 
morials of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  in  rela- 
tion to  stage  routes  in  that  State;  also,  in  relation 
to  the  cession  of  certain  public  lands  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  navigation  of  Big  Black  river. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WHITE,  on  leave,  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Accounts: 

Resolved,  Tiiat  the  Clerk  of  this  House  ascertain  the  usual 
amo\iiit  of  the  expenses  of  burial  of  a  deceased  member  of 
this  HnujB  at  the  Congressional  Burying  Ground,  near  tliis 
city;  and  such  amount,  when  ascertained,  tlie  Clerk  shall 
report  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  who  shall  examine 
tlie  same,  and,  if  approved  by  said  committee,  the  Clerk 
shall  thereupon  pay  the  amount  so  reported  by  said  commit- 
tee to  Mrs.  J.  M.  Holley,  widow  of  the  late  John  M.  Hol- 
LKY,  deceased,  late  a  member  of  this  House  from  the  State 
of  New  York ;  and  that  the  Speaker  pay  to  the  said  Mrs. 
HoUey  the  balance  of  the  daily  pay  and  mileage  due  her  late 
husband  on  tiie  day  of  his  death,  to  wit,onthe  8th  of  March, 
1848. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion directing  the  Clerk  of  the  House  to  furnish 
the  Warden  of  the  Penitentiary  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  certain  public  documents. 

Mr.  McKAY  objecting,  the  resolution  was  not 
received. 

Mr.  KENNON,  from  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts, teported  the  fallowing  resolution,  which 
was  read: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  out  of  the  contingent  fund 
of  the  House,  to  the  widow  of  the  Hon.  John  W.  Horn- 
beck,  late  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  ilie 
United  States  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  the  sum  of 
iftiaS,  the  balance  of  pay  and  mileage,  as  a  member  of  this 
House,  up  to  the  Ifjth  day  of  January,  A.  D.  1848. 

Mr.  McKAY  inquired  why  the  resolution  di- 
rected the  payment  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  House,  as  there  was  a  special  appropriation 
for  the  pay  and  mileage  of  members.? 

Mr.  KING,  of  Mas.sachusetts,  replied  that  the 
Committee  on  Accounts  had  had  under  considera- 
tion the  resolution  referred  to  them  directing  them 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  allowing  to  the 
widow  of  the  late  Mr.  Hornbeck  a  sum  equal  to 
the  usual  expenses  of  a  public  funeral  in  the  city 
of  Washington.  A  majority  of  the  committee  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  not  expedient 
to  make  such  allowance,  or  any, allowance  beyond 
that  which  was  due  to  every  member  of  Congress 
for  per  diem  compensation  and  mileage.  There 
never  had  been  an  instance  wliere  these  were  with- 
held from  a  gentleman  who  liad  died  a  member  of 
Congress,  and  this  had  always  been  paid  out  of 
the  contingent  fund.  So  the  passage  of  this  reso- 
lution was  unnecessary,  so  far  as  the  ))ayment  of 
per  diem  and  mileage  to  the  widow  of  a  deceased 
member  was  concerned.  But  the  subject  having 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  ihey 
had  thought  proper  to  report  it  back,  in  order  that 


the  House  might  determine  whether  they  would 
sanction  the  report,  or  whether  by  amendment  they 
would  make  an  allowance  to  the  widow  of  some 
amount  in  consideration  of  her  husband's  having 
died  being  a  member  of  Congress,  anil  her  being 
subjected  to  extraordinary  funeral  expenses.  He 
would  tell  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  that 
there  was  no  actual  necessity  for  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  in  order  to  the  payment  to  the  widow 
of  the  deceased  member  of  the  per  diem  and  mile- 
age of  her  husband. 

Mr.  McKAY  said,  as  it  was  stated  by  the  chair- 
man'of  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  that  there  was 
no  necessity  for  the  resolution,  he  would  move  to 
lay  it  on  the  table. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was  re- 
jected. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution — 

Mr.  RUMSEY  moved  an  amendment  by  insert- 
ing, "  and  the  further  sum  of  $500,  that  being  the 
ordinary  expense  ofa  public  funeral  in  the  city  of 
Washington." 

He  remarked  that  there  was  certainly  no  good 
reason  why,  from  the  mere  fact  of  this  gentleman 
having  been  compelled  to  leave  here  and  return 
home,  this  House  should  avoid  the  expenses  of 
burial,  which  would  have  been  incurred  if  he  had 
died  here. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  resulting,  yeas  7^3,  nays  89,  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  desired  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment. He  moved  that  the  sum  of  $450  be  allowed, 
which  he  hoped  would  be  agreed  to.  He  knew 
not  that  it  was  necessary,  at  this  time,  to  make 
any  remarks  upon  the  subject;  but  this  he  would 
say,  that  he  believed  it  to  be  entirely  right  to  allow 
that  sum. 

Mr.  EVANS  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  substituting  the  sum  of  $400. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  accepted  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HENLEY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on- 
the  amendment.  All  he  would  say  was,  that  it  was 
the  principle  to  which  he  was  opposed,  and  not 
the  sum  suggested.  He  would  just  as  soon  vote 
five  hundred  dollars  as  five. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  McClelland  said,  when  this  question 
was  up  before,  he  moved  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts,  that  they  might  ascertain  if 
there  were  any  precedents  for  such  payments,  and 
if  so,  to  report  them  to  the  House.  That  was  the 
understanding  when  he  made  his  motion,  and  he 
desired  now  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Accounts  if  they  had  examined  the  prece- 
dents, and  if  there  were  any  precedents  to  justify 
the  amendment  which  had  been  made  to  the  origi- 
nal resolution. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  replied  that  the 
commi(n,ee  had  not  found  any  such  precedents. 
The  funeral  expenses  of  members  of  this  House 
who  had  died  away  from  the  seat  of  Government 
had  not  been  paid,  bivt  he  was  understood  to  say, 
that  the  funeral  expenses  of  a  clerk  had  been  al- 
lowed. In  the  case  of  the  death  of  a  member  of 
the  other  branch  of  Congress,  Mr.  Fairfield,  of 
Maine,  the  Senate  had  made  an  allowance  of  the 
funeral  expenses  to  the  widow  of  the  deceased. 
In  the  case  now  before  the  House,  a  family  was 
left  in  circumstances  of  great  poverty.  There 
was  another  case  in  which  an  allowance  had  been 
made,  to  which  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
House.  A  gentleman  left  his  home  in  Michigan 
and  came  towards  Washington  as  far  as  New 
York,  and  there  died.  In  that  case  there  was  an 
allowance  of  $1,200.  He  would  further  add,  that 
the  average  amount  of  expenses  incurred  in  the 
burial  ofa  member  of  Congress  here,  without  mil- 
itary array  or  unusual  solemnities,  was  about 
$1,500. 

Mr.  McClelland  regretted  to  be  obliged  to 
oppose  a  proposition  of  this  kind.  It  was  well 
known  that  he  was  as  liberal  in  such  matters  as 
any  member  on  this  floor,  and  if  this  were  not  a 
matter  which  involved  a  principle,  he  should  vote 
for  the  sum  now  proposed.  He  sluniUl  not  now 
have  said  a  word  if  any  other  member  had  been 
pleased  to  address  the  Hou^o  on  the  subject.  He 
could  not,  however,  allow  it  to  pass  in  silence. 
The  case  of  Mr.  Fairfield,  which  had  been  men- 
tioned by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
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counts,  [Mr.KiN-G,]  was  entirely  different,  as  every 
one  would  recollect,  from  that  on  wliicii  the  reso- 
lution was  based.  Governor  Fairfield  died  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  and  the  amount  appropriated 
by  the  Senat^e  tVoin  its  own  contingent  fund,  for 
the  funeral  which  took  place  in  Maine,  was  the 
sum  which  would  have  been  incurred  if  the  funeral 
had  taken  place  liere.  In  this  caje,  however,  as 
he  understood,  the  gentleman  did  not  die  liere,  but 
at  his  own  place  of  residence — an  entirely  different 
case.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Ki.vg]  had  mentioned  the  case  of  a  friend  of  his 
own,  (Mr.  McC.)  to  whose  family  the  sum  of!iJl,200 
had  been  paid.  Now,  that  ux^e  was  not  a  piece- 
denl  to  justify  this  resolution;  for  the  allowance 
wa.s  aimply  his  travelling  expenses,  and  nothing 
more.  There  was  not  a  dollar  allowed  for  expenses 
while  he  was  sick  in  the  city  of  JNew  York.  There 
was  nothing  allowed  but  his  mileage  from  his  resi- 
dence to  the  city  of  New  York,  when  he  was  on  his 
way  to  Washington  to  take  his  seat.  Here,  how- 
ever, was  a  proposition  the  adoption  of  which 
would  creaie  a  precedent,  in  which  a  principle  was 
involved  to  which  he  was  opposed.  If  the  appro- 
priation of  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  amendment 
was  intended  to  be  a  gratuity  to  the  family  of  the 
deceased,  let  the  House  vote  upon  it  as  it  pleased; 
but  as  it  involved  a  matter  of  principle,  he  could  not 
give  it  his  approbation.  He  was  utterly  opposed 
to  it.  He  was  not  in  the  habit  of  troubling  the 
House  with  long  speeches,  and  therefore  he  would 
detam  it  no  longer. 

Mr.  VENAliLE  said  it  was  with  extreme  re- 
luctance that  he  felt  himself  compelled  to  vote 
against  such  a  proposition  as  this.  He  believed, 
however,  it  was  the  duty  of  this  House  to  pay 
the  funeral  expetises  of  a  member  of  Congress 
wherever  he  might  die.  If  a  gentleman  came  to 
this  House  as  a  member,  and  took  his  seat — be- 
came sick,  as  the  gentleman  in  this  case  did,  and 
went  away  for  the  recovery  of  his  health  and  uied, 
he  died  in  the  service  of  his  constituents  and  the 
country,  and  he  (Mr.  V.)  would  pay  his  funeral 
expenses  if  they  could  be  ascertained;  but  he  would 
not  vote  in  the  dark  a  single  dollar.  A  gentleman 
had  come  here  sick,  and  afterwards  proceeded  to 
St.  Augustine  and  there  died,  and  the  expenses  of 
his  funeral  he  (Mr.  V.)  would  be  willing  to  appro- 
priate if  they  could  be  ascertained.  He  knew  no 
principle  which  would  prevent  the  paymentof  such 
funeral  exfienses,  while  they  paid  the  fimeral  ex- 
penses of  those  who  died  here.  He  was  willing 
to  pay  all  proper  respect  to  members  of  this  House, 
under  such  circumstances,  but  he  would  not  vote 
any  sum  of  money  until  the  expenses  were  ascer- 
tained; otherwise  thousands  of  dollars  might  be 
spent,  and  this  House  called  upon  to  pay  t   em. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  propounded  an 
inquiry  to  Mr.  Venable,  which  was  understood 
to  refer  to  the  expense  of  Mr.  Holley's  family, 
in  removing  him  to  Florida,  and  his  remains  back 
to  the  Stale  of  New  York. 

Mr.  VENABLE  said  he  expected  to  vote  the 
expenise-s  of  a  committee  of  this  House  of  thirty 
members  who  liad  accompanied  the  remains  of 
Mr.  Ad.^ms  to  Boston;  and  when  a  gentleman 
came  heie  and  took  his  seat,  and  was  ready  to  dis- 
charge his  duty  as  a  representative  of  the  people, 
but  was  attacked  by  disease  and  died,  he  was 
willing,  not  to  pay  his  expenses  to  Florida  and 
back,  but  the  funeral  expenses  at  the  place  where 
he  should  be  buried;  and  with  these  views,  before 
he  resumed  liis  seat,  he  should  move  to  recommit 
this  whole  subject  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts, 
tlini  it  might  be  ascertained  what  the  actual  funeral 
expenses  were.  He  would  do  this  because  he 
could  see  no  distinction  between  tlie  funeral  ex- 
penses of  a  member  of  this  House  who  died  here 
and  one  who  died  many  miles  off.  What  dis- 
tinction could  the  House  make  between  a  member 
wlio  should  die  in  Georgetown,  one  mile  off,  and 
one  who  dic.l  fifty  miles  off?  Could  the  expenses 
be  consistently  paid  in  the  one  case  and  not  in  the 
other.'  The  resolution  and  amendment,  in  their 
present  shape,  would  establish  a  precedent  which 
he  Was  unwillnig  to  sanction,  however  painful  it 
might  be  to  liim  to  opftose  it,  under  the  afflicting 
circumstances  of  tlu:  case.  He  therefore  moved  lo 
recommit,  for  ihe  j)ur|p()se  which  he  liud  indicated. 

Mr.  McClelland  remarked  that  ihe  reason 
why  the  expenses  were  paid  here  was,  because 
the  circumstances  of  a  member  dying  in  their  midst 
made  it  peculiarly  projtcr  that  they  should  attend 
hia  funeral;  and  the  pageant  waa  liien  their  own, 


and  its  expenses  it  was  right  that  they  should  bear. 
But  had  they  ever  paid  the  funeral  expenses  of  a 
member  who  died  at  home  ?  It  appeared  to  him 
that  they  had  no  precedent  to  lead  them  to  pay  the 
expenses  in  this  case;  and  it  must  be  remembered 
that  if  this  was  sanctioned,  it  would  be  a  prece- 
dent, in  accordance  with  which  they  must,  injus- 
tice, pay  the  expenses  of  some  seven  or  eight  other 
funerals  which  had  already  taken  place. 

Mr.  VENABLE  said  he  would  ever  follow  his 
principles  to  their  necessary  results;  but  if  his 
principles  were  incorrect,  he  would  abandon  them. 
He  knew  no  reason  why  they  should  pay  for  pa- 
geants here;  he  knew  no  solid  foundation  on  which 
they  could  base  the  right  to  pay  the  expense  of 
funerals  here,  which  would  not  apply  to  the  case 
of  those  who  died  away  from  this  Capitol.  But 
he  would  vote  against  any  proposition  to  pay  a 
sum  for  such  a  purpose,  unless  it  was  shown  tliat 
the  money  had  been  expended  on  the  funeral  of  a 
member  who  had  died  in  the  service  of  the  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  G.  S.  HOUSTON  suggested  to  gentlemen 
to  allow  the  resolution,  as  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee, to  be  adopted,  for  to  that,  he  understood, 
there  was  no  objection;  so  that  ihe  family  could 
receive  that  which  was  unquestionably  theirs;  and 
then  allow  the  Committee  on  Accounts  to  make 
further  examination  on  the  subject  embraced  in 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  KENNON  said  the  amendment  proposed  to 
the  report  of  the  committee,  if  successful,  would 
establisha  new  precedentfor  thefuture  actionofthis 
House;  that  some  care  should  be  taken  before  we 
establish  a  precedent  liable  to  much  abuse,  and  for 
which  there  is  no  good  reason.  Tlie  resolution 
originally  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr.  Brodhead,]  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts,  contemplated  the  payment  of 
a  sum  of  money  to  the  widow  of  the  late  Mr. 
HoRNBECK,  a  member  from  that  Stale,  equal  to 
that  whicli  it  would  have  taken  to  bury  him  in  the 
Congressional  burying-ground,  in  case  he  had  died 
in  tins  city.  The  principle  involved  in  the  resolu- 
tion had  not  only  been  fully  examined,  but  an  ex- 
amination had  been  made  to  ascertain  how  far  tliis 
House  had  gone  in  such  matters,  and  how  far  they 
snould  go  in  the  present  case;  and  nothing  is  haz- 
arded in  saying,  that  tliere  is  no  authority  what- 
ever to  warrant  the  allowance  here  claimed. 

A  similar  case  to  the  present  one  came  before  the 
twenty-eighth  Congress — that  of  Mr.  Dimock,  a 
member  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania — in  which 
tiie  same  principle  was  involved.  In  that  case,  it 
seems,  the  matter  was  fully  considered.  'I'he 
House,  in  that  case,  arrived  at  the  same  conclusion 
presented  in  the  report  and  resolution  now  under 
consideration.  In  that  case  the  mileage  and  "  per 
diem"  were  paid  up  to  the  day  of  liis  death,  and  no 
more.  In  this  case  the  same  allowance  is  made. 
This  has  been  the  practice  in  all  similar  cases,  and 
it  is  hoped  the  principle  will  not  now  be  departed 
from.  The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Venable]  seems  to  be  opposed  to  an  allowance  in 
gross,  but  is  favorable  to  the  payment  of  ihe  actual 
expenses,  whenever  the  several  items  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  this  House  for  payment.  To  this  there 
are  several  objections.  A  member  could  be  buried 
111  North  Carolina  for  j^5U;  in  the  city  of  New 
York  or  Boston,  it  would  require  |,20U0.  These 
two  bills,  if  Itemized,  would  be  allowed  according  to 
the  principle  advanced  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina.  I'his  would  be  wrong.  If  the  former 
practice  of  the  House  is  departed  from,  let  the  new 
principle  operate  equally.  iSut  tliere  is  still  another 
objection.  Let  it  be  known  that  the  contingent 
fund  of  this  House  is  liable  for  such  expenditures, 
and  the  pomp  and  pageantry  of  the  occasion  will 
not  be  excelled  by  anyiiiing  of  a  similar  kind  that 
ever  occurred  in  iliis  city. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  hoped  the  amendment  will 
not  succeed,  and  that  the  resolution  as  reported 
may  meet  the  approbation  of  the  House.  Let  us 
follow  some  precedents,  ;ind  not  establish  a  j)rinci- 
ple  which,  in  jiractice,  is  liable  to  so  much  abuse. 

Mr.  IIHETT  spoke  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment. When  a  member  died  here  at  his  post,  in 
the  service  of  his  country  and  of  his  constituents, 
the  funeral,  he  was  ready  to  admit,  should  be  at 
the  expense  of  the  House;  for  in  the  funeral  cer- 
emonies they  were  themselves  participants.  This 
was  wurraiiied  by  the  precedents  of  many  years, 
and  thus  fur  he  would  go,  but  no  fuither.  But 
look  at  the  case  of  the  gentleman  in  question.   Was 


he  here  when  he  died  ?  Had  his  disease  been  con- 
tracted while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  here? 
Were  the  members  of  this  House  called  upon  to 
join  in  the  funeral  ceremonies?  Not  at  all.  An- 
other case  occurred  here.  A  gentleman  [M  r.  Hol- 
ley]  came  to  this  House  in  a  sick  condition,  was 
sworn  by  the  Speaker  in  one  of  the  seals  here,  and 
then  went  out  again.  He  received  his  mileage  and 
per  diem  for  coming  here,  and  going  away  again. 
He  could  not  assent  to  the  position  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Venable^]  that 
thi.s  House  should  pay  the  expense  of  the  funeral 
of  all  those  who  died  after  being  elected  as  mem- 
bers. Why,  suppose  one  of  their  associates  Should 
die  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  his  friends  chose 
to  think  him  a  very  distinguished  man,  who  re- 
quired a  magnificent  funeral, and  they  should  spend 
thousands  of  dollars  for  that  purpose,  and  then  send 
their  bills  here:  would  it  be  right  that  this  House 
should  pay  them?  'He  could  not  go  to  that  length. 
He  thought  the  funeral  expenses  of  members  dying 
at  their  homes  should  be  borne  by  their  families. 

Allusion  had  been  made  to  the  funeral  of  ex- 
President  Adams,  and  also  to  that  of  Mr.  Senator 
Fairfield.  Mr.  Fairfield  was  not  a  member  of  this 
House,  and  he  did  not  choose  to  be  governed  by 
what  the  Senate  might  do  in  such  a  case.  This 
House  was  an  independent  body.  But,  with  re- 
spect to  the  funeral  of  the  late  much-lamented  Mr. 
Adams,  the  circumstances  were  altogether  of  an 
extraordinary  character.  Did  they  ever  again  ex- 
pect to  see  an  ex-President  on  this  floor  as  illus- 
trious as  he  had  been,  both  in  this  country  and  the 
world?  Mr.  Adams  was  the  first,  and  he  (Mr.  R.) 
Iielievcd  he  would  lie  the  last,  President  of  this 
country  that  would  return  to  this  House  and  min- 
gle with  them  in  their  deliberations;  and  they  had 
only  done  for  him  that  which  was  an  exception  to 
ordinary  proceedings.  It  was  an  extraordinary 
instance  of  a  most  extraoi-dinary  man  coming  to 
this  House,  after  retiring  from  the  Presidency,  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  a  Represent.ative  of  the 
people.  With  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
[Mr.  Venable]  he  concurred,  respecting  the  pay- 
ment of  the  funeral  expenses  of  that  distinguished 
man.  He  would  vote  for  the  payment  of  every 
dollar  of  them. 

Mr.  HUDSON  thought  that  the  subject  and  the 
sum  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  House 
,was  not  such  as  to  call  for  any  prolonged  debate. 
For  himself,  he  saw  no  constitutional  question  or 
other  principle  involved  in  making  the  appropria- 
tion proposed  to  give  him  the  slightest  disturbance. 
He  believed  there  was  just  as  much  propriety  in 
paying  to  a  member^of  that  House  both  his  mile- 
age and  his  per  diem,  though  he  wns  able  to  stay 
in  his  place  but  an  hour,  as  to  pay  it  to  members 
who  stayed  there  but  one  or  two  days  in  a  week, 
and  had  not  the  excuse  of  personal  indisposition 
for  their  absence.  It  was  well  known  that  all  the 
members  were  absent  from  their  places  more  or 
less  during  the  session;  sometimes  on  public  busi- 
ness, but  in  most  cases,  he  believed,  on  that  which 
was  private  and  personal  to  themselves.  And  yet 
he  suspected  there  were  but  few  who  were  actu- 
ated by  so  great  a  degree  of  scrupulosity  as  to 
make  a  pro  rata  deduction  for  their  absence  at  the 
end  of  the  session.  Mr.  H.  wa.s  as  ready  lo  vote 
to  pay  a  man  who  was  absent  from  the  House  in 
consequence  of  sickness,  as  to  one  who  was  absent 
from  it  on  his  own  private  business. 

And  now  as  to  the  expenses  of  a  funeral.  All 
seemed  to  agree,  that  if  a  member  died  in  this  city, 
his  funeral  expenses  ought  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  House.  Now,  so  far  as 
the  principle  of  the  matter  was  concerned,  Mr.  H. 
could  perceive  no  diil'erence  between  a  member 
dying  here  and  dying  elsewhere.  Supposing  a 
member,  while  in  discharge  of  his  duty  on  that  floor, 
should  be  taken  sick,  and  attempt  to  return  home, 
but  while  on  his  journey  should  die  at  Baltimore, 
why  was  it  not  as  equitable  that  the  expense  of 
burying  him  in  Baltimore  should  be  paid  by  the 
House  just  as  much  as  the  ex|iense  of  burying 
him  at  "Washington?  While  Mr.  H.  concurred 
with  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Venable,]  and  was  ready,  tike  him,  to  pay  any 
reasonable  charge  for  the  funeral  expenses  in  the 
present  case,  he  was  not  prepared  to  open  an  ac- 
count current  with  the  sexton,  nnd  chaffer  about 
the  various  items  in  his  bill.  He  considered  such 
a  course  as  beneath  the  dignity  of  the  House.  He 
was  prepared  to  pay  a  fair  average  amount,  and  to 
pay  It  at  once.     He  considered  debate  on  such  a 
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question  as  800161111115  more  than  unnecessary. 
Tlie  question  lay  in  a  very  small  compass,  and  as 
he  thought  it  had  been  quite  sufficiently  discussed, 
he  Would  conclude  by  moving  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded;  and  the 
main  question,  which  was  first  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  MoREHF.AD,  was  taken  and  decided  in  the 
negative:  Yeas  73,  nays  85. 

The  original  resolution  v/as  then  adopted. 
Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
find  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  of  the 
Senate  to  remit  the  duties  on  books,  maps,  and 
charts  imported  for  the  use  of  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress, reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  with 
an  amendment. 

The  amend men-t  was  read  and  agreed  to. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  VINTON,  from  tiie  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  farther  to  supply  defi- 
ciencies in  the  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,'  1848,  which  was  re- 
turned from  the  Senate  with  sundry  amendments, 
reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments to  the  Senate's  amendments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  Houss  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia,  in 
the  chair,  and  took  up 

THE  DEFICIENCY  BILL. 
The  first  amendment  of  the  Senate  was,  to  strike 
out  the  proviso  "  to  the  item  for  pay  of  two  keep 
ers  of  the  public  archives  in  Florida." 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  recom- 
mended a  non-concurrence  with  the  Senate  in  ftieir 
first  amendment. 

The  question  was  put  on  tbe  said  amendment  of 
the  Senate,  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  second  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  read, 
viz:  "  For  expenses  of  loans  and  treasury  notes, 
$5,000." 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  recom- 
mended a  non-concurrence  with  the  Senate  in  this 
amendment. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  second  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  third  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  read 
and  concurred  in,  under  the  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  fourth  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  read. 
It  proposes  to  amend  the  item  which  provides  for 
additional  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor 
by  reducing  the  appropriatien  from  $15,000  to 
$12,000,  and  to  strike  out  the  words  "at  a  per 
diem  of  not  more  than  three  dollars  and  thirty- 
three  cents  for  each  clerk." 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  recom- 
mended a  concurrence  with  the  Senate  in  this 
amendment,  and  with  an  amendment,  viz:  to  add 
to  the  amendment  the  following:  "  At  a  rate  not 
exceeding  $1,000  per  annum."  So  that  the  pay 
of  no  one  of  the  additional  clerks  shall  exceed 
$1,000  per  annum. 
Mr.  VINTON  explained  the  amendment. 
Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  opposed  the 
concurrence,  on  the  ground  that  the  appropriation 
proposed  for  additional  clerks  in  the  Treasury 
Department  was  wholly  inadequate,  and  that  the 
whole  matter  should  be  postponed  until  they  re- 
ceived such  information  as  would  enable  them  to 
act  understandingly  and  efficiently  on  the  subject; 
which  information  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
had  hitherto  refused  to  give,  although  requested  by 
resolution  of  the  House  on  the  28ih  ultimo. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  advocated  the  ap- 
propriation as  necessary  to  enable  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  employ  such  clerks  during  the 
remainder  of  the  fiscal  year  as  were  necessary  to 
despatch  the  business  which  was  pressing  upon 
them.  He  favored  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
and  the  amendment  thereto  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  McKAY  read  a  statement  of  the  Second 
Auditor,  of  the  number  of  clerks  wiiich  were  in- 
dispensable in  his  bureau,  and  explained  and  vin- 
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dicated  the  proposition  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  further  op- 
posed this  partial  aid  to  the  departments,  and  de- 
sired the  postponement  of  action  until  they  could 
receive  full  information  from  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  defended  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  this  mat- 
ter, and  repelled  what  he  considered  a  party  attack 
upon  him  by  Mr.  Rockwell. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  the  floor  being  yielded,  dis- 
claimed any  such  design,  and  expressed  an  honest 
desire  to  afford  the  department  an  ample  clerical 
force. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  resumed,  and  urged  the  im- 
portance of  the  proposition  as  indispensable  to  the 
transaction  of  public  business  at  the  department, 
for  which  the  whole  country  was  calling. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  further  explained  and  de- 
fended his  position,  and  the  action  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  with  a  view  to  afford  full  and  efficient 
clerical  aid  to  the  departments. 

Further  conversation  and  explanations  passed 
between  Messrs.  VINTON  and  ROCKWELL,  of 
Coimecticut. 

Mr.  HUDSON  favored  a  concurrence  with  the 
propositions  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
and  of  the  Senate,  and  advocated  the  affording  the 
aid  to  the  department,  provided  by  the  amendment, 
as  good  to  the  extent  to  which  it  reached. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  the  Senate's  amendment,  was 
agreed  to. 
'  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to 
amend  the  Senate's  amendment,  by  striking  out 
"  $112,000,"  and  inserting  "§100."  Disagreed  to 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend  the 
Senate's  amendment,  so  as  to  make  it  apply  to  the 
office  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  as  well  as  to  the 
office  of  the  Second  Auditor,  and  to  increase  the 
sum  from  $12,000  to  $17,000. 

Mr.  JONES  explained  his  amendment. 
And,  after  some  conversation  between  Messrs. 
VINTON,  HENLEY,  and  JOFINSON,  of  Ar- 
kansas, Mr.  J.'s  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate's  fourth  amendment,  as  amended, 
was  then  agreed  to. 

The  fifth  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  read, 
viz:  "For  compensation  to  eight  additional  clerks 
to  be  employed  in  the  General  Land  Office,  four  of 
them  at  the  rate  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  per  an- 
num each,  and  the  remaining  four  at  the  rate  of 
one  thousand  dollars  per  annum  each,  the  sum  of 
$2,200." 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  recom- 
mended a  concurrence  in  this  amendment  of  the 
Senate,  with  an  amendment,  viz:  Strike  out  the 
words  "  four  of  them  at  the  rate  of  $1,200  per  an- 
num each,  and  the  remaining  four,"  and  reduce 
the  sum  to  $2,000. 

The  amendment  to  the  Senate^s  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  fifth  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended, 
was  then  agreed  to. 

The  remaining  amendments  of  the  Senate — viz: 
the  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth — were  read, 
and,  under  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  con- 
clusions to  which  they  had  arrived. 

The  question  was  stated  on  concurring  with  the 
Senate  in  their  first  amendment,  on  which  some 
discussion  ensued  between  Messrs.  CABELL  and 
McKAY;  after  which,  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  second  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  third,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth 
amendments  of  the  Senate  were  read  and  agreed 
to. 

The  fifth  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  read  and 
agreed  to. 

The  fourth  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amend- 
ed by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  read. 

Mr.  VINTON  rose  and  made  a  statement  in  re- 
gard to  this  amendment,  and  sent  to  the  Clerk's  | 
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table,  where  they  were  read,  letters  from  the  act- 
ing Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  Third  Auditor, 
and  the  Second  Coniplroller,  in  regard  to  the  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  clerical  force  in  those  offices. 

Mr.  VINTON  then  moved  further  to  amend  the 
third  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  by  embracing  "  the  of- 
fice of  the  Third  Auditor"  in  the  amendment  pro- 
viding additional  force  for  the  bureau  of  the  Second 
Comptroller  and  the  Second  Auditor. 

Someconversation  ensued  between  Messrs.  VIN- 
TON,  HENLEY,  McKAY,  JONES,  of  Tennes- 
see, and  CLAR.K. 

iVIr.  POLLOCK  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded;  and,  under  its  operation,  Mr. 
Vinton's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  the  Senate's  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

1'he  question  recurred  on  the  fourth  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  as  amended,  and  it  was  agieed  to. 

All  the  amendments  having  been  acted  on,  it  was 
ordered  that  the  Speaker  acquaint  the  Senate  of  the 
action  of  the  House  on  their  amendments  to  the 
bill  further  to  supply  the  deficiencies  in  the  appro- 
priations for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1848. 

Mr.  HUNT,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported,  on  leave,  sundry  amendments  to  the 
"  bill  to  establish  a  Territorial  Government  in  Ore- 
gon."   Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

And  tlicn  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented under  the  rule,  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  McLANE  :  The  petition  of  Uicliai-d  Pattison  pray- 
ing tlio  passage  of  a  special  act  allowin;^  him  a  land  war- 
rant. Also,  llie  memorial  of  Charles  H.  Mar-hail  and  liis 
associates,  for  an  act  authorizing  a  contract  to  be  made  with 
tiieni  to  carry  the  public  mail  in  steam  vessels  between  tbe 
ports  of  New  York  and  Havre. 

By  Mr.  GREGORY  :  The  remonstrance  of  a  large  number 
of  farmers  and  others,  citizens  of  the  county  of  Essex,  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  against  thejenewal  of  the  patent  for 
the  Jethro  Wood  plough. 

By  Mr.  VVENTVVORTH  :  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens 
of  Homer,  Illinois,. lor  reform  in  newspaper  postaae. 

By  Mr.  McILVAlNE:  The  pi'tition  of  Henry  Spcakman 
and  103  others,  Joshua  Rhoads  aud  76  others,  B.  Pitnjan  and 
58  others,  Aaron  Kirk  and  33  others,  and  Barclay  Ivins  and 
4.i  othPrs,  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  Congies.s 
will  take  measuresforeffectiiicMich  chaiigi'  of  tlie  Co'.ibtilu- 
tion  and  laws  as  shall  abolish  .-iavcry  throughout  the  Union, 
in  the  manner  that  may  hn  most  consistt  nt  with  justice  and 
the  rights  and  interests  of  every  section  of  the  country. 
Also,  the  petition  of  Isaac  Meredith  and  13  others,  inhabit- 
ants of  Pennsylvania,  representing  that  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution, in  its  attempt  to  unite  freedom  and  slavery  in  our 
body  politic,  has  already  brought  upon  the  country  great  and 
manifold  evils,  and  has  fully  proved  tiiat  no  such  union  can 
exist  but  by  the  sacrifice  of  freedom  to  the  supremacy  of 
slavery;  and  praying  Congress  to  devise,  without  delay, 
some  plan  for  the  immediate  peaceful  dissolution  of  the 
American  Union. 

By  Mr.  CHAPMAN:  The  memorial  of  a  committee  of 
the  Corporation  of  Washington,  in  behalf  of  said  Corpora- 
tion and  the  people  of  the  said  city,  in  relation  to  the  amend- 
ments to  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Washington  agreed  to  by 
a  vote  of  the  people.  Also,  two  memorials  from  a  large 
number  of  citizens  of  Washington,  remonstrating  against 
the  passage  of  the  bill  authorizing  attachments  on  mesne 
process. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Teimessee  :  A  petition  of  Joseph 
M.  Rhea,  asking  an  increase  of  the  pension  he  now  receives; 
said  pension  to  commence  in  1837. 

By  Mr.  WHITE:  The  memorial  of  Aaron  Cook  and  60 
others,  remonstrating  against  the  extension  of  the  patent  of 
Jethro  Wood. 

By  Mr.  MORSE  :  The  petition  of  William  A.  Whitely, 
Andrew  White,  and  69  others,  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  a  post  route  in  Louisiana. 

By  Mr.  WENTWORTH:  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens 
of  De  Kalh  county,  Illinois,  in  favor  of  reforn\  in  the  pre- 
emption laws. 


IN  SENATE. 

Thorsd.w,  March  23,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
accompanied  by  seventy-five  copies  of  the  Navy 
Register  for  the  year  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  made  m 
pursuance  of  a  rcsolutiou  of  the  Senate,  m  iTlalion 
to  the  causes  of  the  delay  in  printing  the  report  of 
Dr.  Wislizemis. 
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RESOLUTIONS  OF  STATE  LEGISLATURES. 
Mr.  FELCH  presented  a  resolution  passed  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Michigan,  in  favor 
of  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Detroit 
to  Michigan,  in  that  State;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  resolution  passed  by  said  Legislature  in 
favor  of  the  passage  of  an  act  granting  to  the  St. 
Mary's  Canal  Company  the  right  of  way  over  the 
public  lands  lying  on  tlte  route  of  their  canal; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands.  ,  ' 

Mr.  FELCH  having  moved  that  the  resdution 
be  printed — 

Mr.  NILES  said:  I  observe  that  an  unusual 
practice  is  gaining  ground  in  regard  to  the  printing 
of  memorials,  and  that  it  is  becoming  quite  a  com- 
mon thing. 

Mr.  FELCH.  I  understand  the  practice  to  be, 
that  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  dif- 
ferent States  are  ordered  to  be  printed  as  a  matter 
of  course  for  tiie  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  NILES.  Is  this  the  resolution  of  the  Le- 
gislature? 

Mr.  FELCH.     If.  is. 

Mr.  NILES.  In  that  case  I  withdraw  my  ob- 
jection. 

Tlie  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
In  presenting  a  resolution  from  the  Legislature 
of  New  Yorlc — 

Air.  DICKINSON  said  the  subject  of  the  reso- 
lution is  one  which  interests  not  only  a-great  por- 
tion of  the  citizens  ot*  my  own  State,  but  the 
agricultural  classes  generally  throughout  theUnion. 
It  is  a  suliject  of  the  weightiest  consideration;  but 
as  Congress  has  other  matters  before  it,  I  shall  not 
do  more  at  thrs  time  than  move  that  the  resolu- 
tions be  printed,  and  laid  upon  the  table,  which  is, 
I  believe,  the  usual  disposition  made  in  matters  of 
this  kind.  Without  keeping  the  Senate  in  further 
suspense,  I  remark  that  it  relates  to  Jethro  Wood 's 
patent  plough.  I  ask  that  the  resolution  maybe 
also  read.  I  believe  that  is  usual. 
Mr.  HALE.  I  object.  It  is  not  the  usual  course. 
Mr.  DICKINSON.  Let  the  Senate  decide.  I 
move  that  tlrey  be  read. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution 
was  read  by  tlie  Secretary,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 
Mr.  GREENE  presented  the  petition  of  John  S. 
Harris,  late  deputy  collector  and  measurer  of  the 
port  of  Providence,  in  Rhode  Island,  praying  com- 
pensation for  his  services;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Commitire  of  Claims. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  the  town  of  Snult  de  St.  Marie,  in  Michigan, 
praying  the  appointment  of  a  board  of  commis- 
eioners  for  tlie  adjustment  of  land  titles  in  that 
place;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Land.'i!. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah  Hub- 
bard, praying  compensation  for  property  taken 
and  destroyed  by  the  enemy  during  the  last  war 
with  Great  Britain ;  which  was  referrefl  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Carroll  county.  New  Hampshire,  praying  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  mail  route  from  Ossipee  to  Moul- 
tonboro',  in  that  State;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  UNDEP.WOOD  presented  tiie  petition  of 
Henrietta  Bcdingcr,  widow  of  a  deceased  revolu- 
tionary officer,  praying  an  increase  of  pension; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 
PUBLIC  LANDS  AT  FORT  SNELLING. 
Mr.  BREESE  submitted  tlie  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

,h,f Slf/^^f'.J.''",'  ""^  •'^'."'"■"•y  of  War  be  directed  to  inform 
th-:  rt.!..ate  w)  at  qimnmy  of  public  Ian>l  lias  b.-.n  re.  ervud 
t'lTJ'ii  ■  •'''•.'"'.""•'>'  nt.  or  near  Fort  .Snellin,;,  «„  the 

i^^h^  r  '""'-'''"  "*'7'f""'R"'e'|uantityon  ciich  hank 
of  the  river  so  reserved,  iho  purp.«cs  to  which  the  lands  arc 
devoted,  the  an.on/it  o(' fore.'  at  that  post,  avcra-i  Va  i t  hr 
the  las.  f,vo  year*,  and  wh.-ther,  in  l,'..s  o pininn,"  ^  .  „  ,' 
reserved  on  the  ea.-.l  bank  of  the  r.v.r  are  really' necessary 
for  any  inditary  pnrpo.ne.  '       v.>,=onij, 

On  motion  by  Mr.  ATCHISON,  it  was 
Ordered,  Tli.it  the  Coiniiiittee  on  Indian  Ailairn  be  dis- 
charged troni  till-  Inrthercon.-ideralion  of  Ihe  mcnioriil  of 
the  rtfissiusippi  Uaptist  Huite  Convention,  prcMenled  ilie  9th 
March. 

Ordered,  That  the  Coinmidce  on  Indian  Afliiirs  be  dis. 
charged  from  llie  furijior  rmnideration  of  the  peiliion  of  ! 
JOi«ph  Nawcll.  '  1 


Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  MOOR  asked  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  admit  lumber  cut 
on  the  territory  of  Maine,  and 'ntanufactured  in 
New  Brunswick,  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States 
free  of  duty;  which  was  read  the  first  and  second 
times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  by  unanimous  consent, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Colonel  Robert  Wallace,  aid-de-camp  to 
Gen.  William  Hull;  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives relating  to  the  evidence  which  shall  be 
satisfactory  on  application  for  bounty  lands,  wa.? 
read  the  first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  this  resolution  will  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  hope  the  resolution  will  not  be 
referred.  This  is  a  subject  v/hich  is  very  import- 
ant, and  I  believe  there  cannot  be  the  slightest  ob- 
jection to  it.  I  hope  it  may  be  considered  now. 
i  The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  said  resolution 
I  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no  amendment 
being  made,  it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  read  a  third  time,  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
resolution,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Moor, 
and  it  v/as  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
qiie.~ted  tn  comninnicate  to  the  Senate  copies  of  the  corre- 
?poiid?nee  which  has  taken  place  since  August,  1843,  between 
the  authorities  of  the  American  and  British  Governments, 
in  relation  to  export  duties  on  American  lumber  exacted  or 
levied  by  the  Provincial  or  other  British  authorities  in  T^cw 
Brunswick;  or  copies  of  such  portions  of  that  correspond- 
ence as  may  be  communicated  without  detriment  to  the 
piihlic  interest. 

Mr.  RUSK  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow,  or  at 
some  early  day  thereafter,  he  would  ask  leave  of 
the  Senate  to  introduce  a  bill  to  regulate  trade  and 
intercourse  between  the  several  tribes  of  Indians 
residing  within  the  State  of  Texas. 
THE   LOAN  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  autho- 
rize a  loan  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  sixteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  Mr.  President,  on  Friday  a 
bill  passed  the  Senate  for  the  rni&ing  of  ten  regi- 
ments of  new  troops  for  the  further  prosecution  of 
the  war  against  Mexico;  and  we  have  been  in- 
formed, that  the  measure  is  shortly  to  be  followed, 
in  this  branch  of  the  Legislature,  by  a  bill  to  raise 
twenty  regiments  of  volunteers  for  the  same  ser- 
vice.    I  was  desirous,  sir,  on  Friday,  to  express 

my  opinion    against    the   object   of  those    bills 

against  the  supposed  necessity  which  leads  to  their 
enactment,  and  against  the  general  policy  which 
they  are  apparently  designed  to  promote.  Cir- 
cumstances personal  to  myself,  but  beyond  my 
control,  compelled  me  to  forego  on  that  day  the 
execution  of  this  design.  The  bill  now  before  the 
Senate  is  a  measure  for  raising  money  to  meet  the 
expenses  of  the  Government,  and  to  provide  the 
means  as  well  for  other  things  as  for  the  pay  and 
support  of  these  thirty  legiments. 

Sir,  the  scenes  through  which  we  have  passed, 
and  are  passing  here,  are  various.  For  a  fortniglit 
the  world  supposes  us  to  have  been  occufiied  wilh 
the  ratification  of  a  treaty  of  peace,  and  thatwithin 
these  walls — 

"  The  world  fhul  oul" — 
notes  of  peace,  hopes  of  peace,  nay,  strong  assu- 
rances of  peace,  and  immediate  peace,  have  been 
ulteredi  to  console  us  and  to  cheer  us.  It  has  been 
over  and  over  again  stated  that  we  have  ratified  a 
treaty,  (nf  course,  a  treaty  oV  peace,)  and,  as  the  ■ 
country  has  been  led  to  supfvose,  not  of  uncertain, 
and  empty, and  delusive  peace, but  real, gratifyinij, 
and  enduring  jicace — a  peace  that  shall  staunch  the 
wounds  of  war,  prevent  the  further  effusion  of 
blood,  cut  off  these  enormous  expenses, and  return 
our  friends,  and  our  brothers,  and  our  cliildrcn,  (if 
they  be  yet  living!)  from  a  land  of  slaughter,  and 
a  land  of  still  more  (lismal  destruction  liy  climate, 
to  our  firesides  and  our  arms.  Hardly  have  those 
halcyon  sound.-!  ceased  upon  our  car,  until,  in  re- 
sumed jiubiic  session,  we  are  summoned  to  fresh 
warlike  operations;  to  the  creation  of  a  new  army 
of  thirty  ihousaiid  men,  for  the  further  prosecution 


of  the  war;  to  carry  our  power,  in  the  language  of 
the  President,  still  more  directly  into  the  vital  parts 
of  our  enemy,  and  to  press  home  by  the  power  of 
the  sv/ord  the  claims  that  we  insist  upon  against  a 
fallen,  prostrate,  I  had  almost  said,  an  ignoble  foe! 
If  I  may  judge  of  the  opinion  of  the  honorable  mem- 
ber from  Michigan,  or  oth.er  speeches  delivered  in 
this  Chamber,  there  has  not  been  a  time  from  ths 
commencement  of  the  war  when  it  has  been  more 
urgently  pressed  upon  us,  not  only  to  maintain, 
but  to  increase  our  military  means — not  onlv  to 
continue  the  war,  but  to  press  it  with  more  vigor — 
than  at  the  present  time.     Pray,  what  does  all  this 
mean  .?     Pray,  sir,  I  ask,  is  it  confessed,  then,  that 
we  are  no  nearer  to  peace  than  we  were  when  we 
snatched  up  a  bit  of  paper  called,  or  miscalled,  a 
treaty,  and  ratified  it.'     Have  we  yet  to  fight  it  out 
to  the  utmost,  as  if  no  pacification  had  intervened? 
j  I  wish  to  treat  the  proceedings  of  this  and  every 
department  of  this   Gover.nnieot  with  the  utmost 
respect.     God  knows  that  the  Constitution  of  thi.s 
Government,  and  the  exercise  of  its  just  powers, 
in  the  administration   of  the   laws  under  it,  have. 
I)een  the  cherished  object  of  all  m}?  unimportant 
life.     But  if  the  subject_were  not  too  deeply  inter- 
esting, I  should  say  that  our  proceedings  here  might 
well  enough  cause  a  smile.     In  the  ordinary  trans- 
action of  foreign   relations,  in  this  and  all  other 
Governments,  the  course  has  been  to  negotiate  first, 
and  to  ratify  afterwards.     This  would  seem  <o  be 
the  natural  order  o''conducting  intercourse  between 
foreign  States.     We  have  chosen  to  reverse  the 
order.     We  ratify^ first,  and  negotiate  afterwards. 
We  set  up  a  treaty,  such  as  we  find  it,  and  such 
as  we  bhoose  to  make  it,  and  then  we  send  two 
ministers  plenipotentiary  to   negotiate  thereupon 
in  the  capital   of  the  enemy!     One  should  think, 
sir,  that   the  ordinary  course   of  proceeding  was 
much  the  wiser;  that  to  negotiate,  hold  intercourse, 
come  to  some  arrangement  by  authorized  -agents, 
and  then  to  submit  that  arrangement  to  the  sover- 
e's;n  authority  to  which  those  agents  are  responsi- 
ble, would  be  always  the  most  desirable  method  of 
procedure.     It  strikes  me  that  the  course  we  have 
adopted  is  strange,  is  grotesque.     So  fiir  as  I  know, 
it  is  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  diplomatic  in- 
tercourse.    Learned  gentlemen  on  the  floor  of  the 
Senate,   interested    to    defend   and    vindicate    this 
course,  may,  in  their  extensive  reading,  have  found 
examples.     I  know  none. 

Sir,  we  are  in  possession,  by  military  power,  of 
New  Mexico  and  California,  countries  belonging 
hitherto  to  the  United  States  of  Mexico.  We  are 
informed  by  the  President,  that  it  is  his  purpose  to 
retain  them — to  consider  them  as  territories  fit  to 
be  attached,  and  to  be  attached,  to  these  United 
States  of  America;  and  the  military  operations  and 
designs  now  before  the  Senate,  are  intefided  to 
enforce  this  claim  of  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States.  We  are  to  compel  Mexico  to  agree,  that 
that  part  of  her  dominions  called  New  Mexico, 
and  that  other  part  called  California,  shall  be  ceded 
to  us.  We  are  now  in  possession  of  these  terri- 
tories, it  is  said,  and  she  is  to  be  compelled  to 
yield  her  title.  This  is  the  precise  object  of  this 
new  army  of  thirty  thousand  men.  It  is  the  iden- 
tical object,  sir,  in  my  judgment,  for  which  the  war 
was  originally  commenced — for  which  it  has  been 
hitherto  prosecuted,  and  in  furtherance  of  which 
this  treaty  is  to  be  used,  but  as  one  of  the  means 
to  bring  about  the  general  result;  thatgeneral  result 
depending,  after  all,  upon  other  superior  powers, 
and  the  necessity  of  submitting  to  any  terms  which 
we  prescrihe,  to  fallen — fallen — Ittllen  Mexico! 

The  members  composing  the  other  House — the 
more  popular  branch  of  Con;rress — have  nil  been 
elected  since  the  remarkable  (I  had  almost  said  the 
fatal)  incidents  of  the  11th  of  May,  1846;  and 
it  has  passed  a  resolution  affirming  that  "  the  war 
with  Mexico  was  begun  unconstitutionally  and 
unnecessarily  by  the  Executive  Government  of  the 
United  States."  1  concur  in  that  sentiment.  I 
hold  that  to  be  the  most  recent,  aulhenlic  e.vpres- 
sion  of  the  will  and  the  opinions  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  There  is  another  proposition,  not 
so  authentically  announced  hitherto,  but  in  my 
judgment  equally  true — equally  capable  of  demon- 
stration— and  that  is,  that  this  war  was  begun,  has 
been  continued,  and  is  now  prosecuted,  for  the 
great  and  leading  purpose  otthe  acquisition  of  new 
territory,  out  of  which  to  bring  new  States,  wilh 
a  Mexican  population,  into  this  our  union  of  the 
United  States.  If  unavowrd  at  first,  this  purpose 
did  not  remain  unavowed  lon^.    However  often  it 
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may  be  said  that  we  did  not  go  to  war  for  conquest 
—credatJiuIausJlppela!— yet  the  moment  we  get 
possession  of  the  territory,  it  is  said  that  we  must 
retain  it  and  make  it  our  own.  Now,  T  think  the 
original  object  has  not  been  changed.  Sir,  I  thinlc 
it  still  exists  in  the  eyes  of  those  who  originally 
contemplated  it — who  began  the  war  for  it ;  that  it 
is  as  attractive  to  them,  and  from  which  they  have 
no  more  desire  to  avert  their  eyes  now  than  they 
had  then,  or  have  had  at  any  time  since  we  have 
compelled  a  treaty  of  cession.  We  know  in  our 
consciences  that  it  is  compelled  !  We  use  it  as  an 
instrument,  and  an  agencjr  in  ponjuntion  with  other 
instrumentalities  and  agencies  of  a  more  formida- 
ble ordestructive  character,  to  enforce  the  acquies- 
cence of  Mexico  in  the  acquisition  by  us  of  new 
territory  to  form  new  States — new  States  to  be 
added  to  this  Union.  Every  intelligent  man  knows 
that  there  is  a  strong  desire  in  the  heart  of  the  iVTex- 
jcan  citizen  to  retain  the  territories  belonging  to 
that  republic.  We  know  that  the  Mexican  people 
part  with  their  territory — if  part  they  must — with 
regret,  with  pangs  of  sorrow.  Thatweknow  We 
know  the  cession  is  altogether  forced;  and,  there- 
fore, becaitse  we  ktiowit  must  be  forced — because 
we  know  that  whatever  the  Government,  which  is 
our  creature^  may  do  or  agree  to — we  know  that 
the  Mexican  people  will  never  accede  to  tlie  terms 
of  this  treaty,  but  through  an  impulse  of  absolute 
necessity,  and  the  impression  made  upon  them  by 
absoJute'irresistible force.  Therefore,  we  proposeto 
overwhelm  them  with  another  army.  We  pi-opose 
to  raiseimmediately  ten  regiments  of  regular  troops, 
and  twenty  regiments  of  volunteers,  and  to  pour 
them  in  and  upon  the  Mexican  people. 

Now,  sir,  I  should  be  happy  to  concur,  notwith- 
standing all  this  tocsin,  and  all  this  cry  of  all  the 
Seniproniuses  in  the  land  thait  their  voice  is  still  for 
war, — I  should  be  happy  to  agree,  and  substantially 
I  do  agree,  with  the  honorable  member  from  South 
Carolina,  that, 'after  a.11,  the  war  with  Mexico  is 
substantially  over;  that  there  can  be  no  more  fight- 
ing. My  opinion  in  the  present  state  of  things  is, 
that  the" people  of  this  country  will  not  sustain 
this  war.  They  will  not  go  to  the  expense.  They 
will  not  find  any  gratification  in  putting  the  bayo- 
net to  the  throat  of  the  Mexican  people.  For  my 
part,  I  hope  the  ten-regiment  bill  will  never  become 
a  law.  Three  weeks  ago  I  should  have  entertain- 
ed that  hope  with  the  utmost  confidence.  Events 
since  have  struck  me  with  pain,  and  shaken  my 
conviction.  Still  I  hope  it  will  not  pass.  And 
here,  I  dare  say,  I  shall  be  called  a  "  Mexican 
Whig."  A  man  who  can  stand  up  here  and  say 
that  he  hopes  that  what  the  Administration  pro- 
jects for  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war  against 
Mexico  will  not.  be  carried  into  eflTect,  is  "  an  ene- 
my to  the  country;"  or,  what  gentlemen  would 
consider  the  same  thing,  an  enemy  o^  the  President 
of  the  United  States  and  his  Administration,  and 
his  party!  He  is  a  "Mexican!"  Sir,  I  think 
very  badly  of  the  Mexican  character,  high  and 
low,  out  and  out.  But  names  do  not  terrify  me. 
Besides,  if  I  am  a  sufferer  in  this  respect — if  I  be 
made  the  subject  of  reproach  by  these  stipendiary 
presses,  these  hired  abusers  of  the  motives  of  pub- 
lic men,  1  have  the  honor  on  this  occasion  to  be 
in  very  respectable  company.  In  the  vituperative, 
the  accusative,  the  denunciatory  sense  of  that  term, 
I  do  not  know  a  greater  Mexican  in  this  body 
than  the  honorable  member  from  Michigan  at  the 
head  of  the  Military  Committee! 

Mr.  CASS.  I  should  like  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman to  explain  what  sort  of  Mexican  I  am. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  That  is  exactly  the  thing  I 
now  propose  to  do. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  the  expla- 
nation. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  In  his  remarks  on  this  bill 
in  the  Senate,  the  other  day,'tlie  honorable  gen- 
tleman told  us  that  his  object  was  to  frighten 
Mexico — it  would  touch  his  humanity  to  hurt 
her! 

Mr.  CASS.  Does  the  honorable  gentleman 
mean  to  sav  that  I  made  such  a  remark  .> 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  1  mean  to  say  that  the  gen- 
tleman said  it  twice. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  beg  the  gentleman's  pardon.  I 
said  no  such  thing.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  state  what  I  did  say?  I  remarked  that  we  had 
two  ol)jccts  to  accomplish  in  raising  these  regi- 
ments; one  was,  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
war;  and, secondly,  to  produce  a  moral  effect  upon 
Mexico,  by  convmcing  her  of  our  dctermmation, 


and  thereby  hold  out  an  inducement  to  her  to  make 
peace. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  The  gentleman  said,  that  his 
principal  object  was  to  "  frighten"  Mexico,  and 
that  that  would  be  more  humane  than  to  harm 
Mexico. 

Mr.  CASS,  (in  his  Seat.)  True. 
Mr.  WEBSTER.  It  is  true.?  Very  well,  I 
thought  as  much.  Now,  the  remarkable  charac- 
teristic of  his  speech  which  makes  it  so  much  a 
Mexican  speech  is,  that  the  gentleman  spoke  it  in 
the  hearing  of  Mexico,  as  well  as  in  the  hearing 
of  the  Senate.  We  have  been  accused,  sir,  of  being 
"  Mexican  Whigs,"  because  what  we  say  here  is 
heard  by  Mexico,  and  Mexico  derives  countenance 
and  support  from  what  is  said  here.  But  the  hon- 
orable member  comes  forth  and  tells  Mexico  that 
his  object  is  to  frighten  her!  Flis  words  have 
passed  along  the  wires — they  are  on  the  Gulf — they 
are  floating  away  to  Vera  Cruz;  and  when  they 
set  there,  they  will  satisfy  the  Mexicans  that,  after 
all — after  all,  "ye  good  Mexicans,  our  principal 
object  is  to  frighten  you!"  And  to  the  end  that 
they  may  not  be  frightened  too  much,  he  gives 
them  notice  that  the  object  is  to  frighten  them. 
Mr.  President,  when  Snug,  the  joiner,  was  to  rep- 
resent the  lion,  a-nd  roar  on  the  stage,  he  was  quite 
apprehensive  that  he  might  too  much  fi'ighten  "  the 
dutchess  and  the  ladies;"  and,  therefore,  by  the 
advice  of  his  comrade,  one  Nicholas  Bottom,  he 
wisely  concluded  that,  in  the  heat  and  fury  of  his 
efl^ort',  he  would  show  one-half  his  face  and  say — 
"  Ladies, fair  ladies,  I  would  wish  you,  or  I  would 
request  you,  or  I  would  entreat  yon,  not  to  fear, 
not  to  tremble;  my  life  for  yours,  if  yon  think  I 
come  hither  as  a  lion,  it  were  pity  of  my  life!  No, 
I  am  no  such  thing;  I  am  a  man  as  other  men  are; 
I'm  Snug,  the  joiner." 

But,  sir,  in  any  view  of  this  case — in  any  view ^ 
of  the  proper  policy  of  this  Government,  accord- 
ing to  any  man's  apprehension  and  judgment, 
where  is  the  necessity  of  this  augmentation  of 
regiments  of  the  military  force  of  the  country?  I 
hold  in  my  hand  a  no.te — T  suppose  substantially 
correct — of  the  present  military  forces  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  I  v/ill  not  vouch  for  its  entire  accuracy; 
but  I  believe  it  is  substantially  according  to  fact. 
There  are  now  twenty-five  regiments  of  regular 
troops  of  various  arms,  which,  if  full,  would  give 
us  a  force  of  28,960  rank  and  file,  and,  including 
officers,  thirty  thousand  and  odd  men.  These, 
with  the  exception  of  six  or  seven  hundred  men, 
are  now  all  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
in  field  service  in  Mexico,  or  on  the  route  to  Mex- 
ico. These  regiments  are  not  full.  Casualties  and 
the  climate  have  sadly  reduced  their  numbers.  If 
the  recruiting  service  would  now  yield  ten  thousand 
men,  it  would  not  more  than  fill  up  those  regiments 
so  as  to  give  the  field-officers  their  full  command. 
I  understand,  sir,  that  the  repoi-t  from  General 
Scott — General  Scott! — a  man  that  has  performed 
the  most  brilliant  campaign  in  military  annals;  a 
man  that  has  warred  against  the  enemy,  warred 
against  the  climate,  warred  against  a  thousand 
unpropitious  circumstances,  and  carried  the  flag  of 
his  country  to  the  capital  of  the  enemy,  honor- 
ably, proudly,  humanely,  to  his  own  permanent 
honor  and  the  great  credit  of  his  country.  General 
Scott!  And  where  is  he?  At  Pttebla  !  At  Puebia, 
undergoingan  inquiry  before  his  inferiors  in  office, 
and  other  persons  not  in  office;  while  the  high 
powers  that  he  exercised,  and  exercised  with  so 
much  distinction,  are  turned  over  to  another,  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  an  unworthy  gentleman,  but  his 
inferior  in  military  rank  and  station, — but  General 
Scott  reports,  as  I  understand,  that  in  February, 
there  were  twenty  thousand  regular  troops  under 
his  command  and  f»i  roifie.  -  Add  the  thirty  regi- 
ments of  volunteers,  and  if  full  they  would  make 
thirty-four  thousand  men — officers  included,  over 
thirty-five  thousand — and  there  would  be  a  force  of 
regulars  and  volunteers  amounting  to  not  less  than 
fifty-five  thousand  or  sixty  thousand  men,  inclu- 
ding the  recruits  on  the  way.  If  my  information 
be  exact — and  the  honorable  member  from  Michi- 
gan can  correct  me  if  it  be  not;  I  presume  that  it 
is  correct — in  February  General  Scott  had  under 
him  in  Mexico  thirty  thousand  troops,  regulars 
and  volunteers.  Now,  all  these  troops  are  regu- 
larly officered.  There  is  no  deficiency  oi"  officers 
in  the  line  or  in  the  staff.  They  are  all  full. 
Whatever  deficiency  there  is,  consists  of  men. 
Now,  sir,  there  is  a  plausible  reason  for  saying 
that  it  is  difficult  to  recruit  at  home  for  the  supply 


of  deficiencies  in  the  volunteer  regiments.     It  will 
be  said  that  volunteers  choose  to  enlist  under  offi- 
cers of  their  own  selection ;  that  they  do  not  incline 
to  enlist  here  as   individual  volunteers,  when  tho 
regiment  is  abroad,  under  officers  of  whom   they 
know  nothing.     There  may  be  something  in  that, 
but,  pray,  to  what  does  that  conclusion  lead?    Does 
it  not  lead  to  this,  that  all  those  volunteer   corps 
must  moulder  away,  so  far  as  the  privates  are  con- 
cerned, and  come  to  nothing;  meantime  the  places 
of  the  commissioned  officers  are  continually  filled; 
the  regiments  being  full  of  officers,  although  the 
privates,  by  casualty  or  by  disease,  are  reduced  to 
be  less  in  number  than   the  officers   themselves? 
But  however  that  may  be,  in  regard  to  the  recruit- 
ing for  the  regular  service,  you  can  fill  up  the  regi- 
ments by  pay  and  bounty,  according  to  existing 
laws,    or   new  laws,  if  new  laws    be    necessary. 
There  is  no  reason  upon  earth  why  we  should  now 
create  five  hundred  new  officers  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  ten  thousand  new  men.     There  areofficer.s 
to,  command   them.     All  that  is  wanted  is   men, 
and  there  is  a  place  for  the    men;  and  I  suppose 
that  no  gentleman  can  stand  up  here  or  elsewhere 
and  say  that  the  recruiting  service  can  go  on  faster 
than  it  will  be  necessary  to  go  on  in  order  to  fill  up 
these  deficiencies  in- the  regiments  abroad.  But  now 
what  do  v/e  want  with  a  greater  force  than  we  al- 
ready have  in  Mexico?    Without  asking  what  need 
there  is  for  the  supply.of  deficiencies  in  the  existing 
regiments,  whatdo  we  want  beyond  the  thirty  thou- 
sand regulars  and  volunteers  now  in  field  service? 
What  is  the  purpose  ?    There  is  no  army  to  fight. 
I  suppose  the  enemy  has  not  five  hundred,  men  to- 
gether under  arm.s  in  any  part  of  Mexico.    Except 
in  one  instance,  perhaps,  there  is  not  half  that 
number.     Mexico  is  prostrate.     There  is  no  Gov- 
ernment to  resist  us.     Why,  it  is  notorious  that 
the  Government  of  Mexico  is  on  our  side.     It  is 
our  instrument  by  which   we  hope  to  establish 
such  a  peace,  and  accomplish  such  a  treaty  as  we 
wish.     As  far  as  !  can  understand  the  matter,  the 
Government  of  Mexico  owes  its  life,  and  breath, 
and  being,  at  this  moment,  to  the  support  of  our 
arm;  and  to  the  hope — I  will  not  say  how  inspir- 
ed— that  somehow  or  another,  and  at  no  distant 
period,  there  may  be  pecuniary  means  arising  from 
our  three  millions,  or  our  twelve  millions,  or  some 
other  of  our  millions.    What  do  we  propose  to  do, 
then,  with  those  thirty  regiments  that  we  design 
to  pour  into   Mexico?    Are  we  going  to  cut  the 
throats  of  the  Mexicans?  Are  we  going  to  plunge 
the  sword  deej^er  and  deeper  into  the  vital  part  of 
Mexico?    What  do  we  propose  to  do?    Sir,  I  see 
no  object,  and  yet  we  are  pressed,  and  urged  to 
adopt  this  proposition  in  its  full  length — ten  regi- 
meiits  of  regulars,  and  twenty  regiments  of  volun- 
teers!   We  are  told,  and  the  public  is  told,  and  the 
public  believes,  that  we  are  on  the  verge  of  a  .safe 
and  honorable  peace.      Every  man  looks  out  in 
the  morning  for  tidings  of  confirmed  peace,  or  con- 
firmed hopes   of  peace.     He  gathers  it  from_  the 
Administration,  and  every  organ  of  the  Adminis- 
tration, from  Dan  to  Beersheba;  and  yet  the  war- 
like  operations— the    incurring  of  additional  ex- 
penses— the   imposition  of  new  charges  upon  the 
treasury,  are  pressed  here  as  if  peace  were  not  in 
all  our  thoughts,  at  least  not  in  any  of  our  expect- 
ations! 

Now,  sir,  I  propose  to  hold  some  plain  talk  to- 
day; and  1  say  that,  according  to  my  best  judg- 
ment and  apprehension  of  matters,  the  mainobject 
of  these  bills  is  patronage — office — the  gratification 
of  friends.  This  very  ineasure  for  ten  additional 
regiments,  creates  four  or  five  hundred  ofiieers,  col- 
on'els  and  subalterns,  and  not  them  only,  for  whom 
I  have  some  respect,  but  then  there  come  pay- 
masters, contractors,  persons  engaged  in  the  trans- 
port service,  commissaries,  even  down  to  sutlers, 
et  id  genus  om?ie— people  who  handle  the  public 
money  without  facing' the  foe;  one  and  all,  the  t^rue 
descendants,  if  not  the  true  representatives,  of  Cor- 
poral Nym,  who  said — 
"Fni-  I  shall  sutler  bo 
Unto  the  canip,  ^"d  profits  will  accrue  . 
Sir,  I  hope,  without  disrespect  to  those  applicants 
and  aspirants,  and  those  patriots,  some  ot  them 
patriots  ready  to  fight,  and  those  other  patriots  not 
williu"-  to  fight,  but  willing  to  be  paid,— 1  hope, 
without  disrespect  to  any  of  them,  accordmg  to 
their  rank  and  station,  and  merits,  that  they  may 
be  all  disappointed.  I  hope,  sir,  as  the  weather 
o-i-ows  "■(•nial,  and  the  season  advances,  tney  will, 
on  the  whole,  find  it  their  interest  to  place  iheiu- 
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selves,  one  of  these  mild  mornings,  in  the  cars,  and 
take  their  destination  to  their  respective  places  of 
honoralile,  private  occupation,  and  civil  employ- 
ment. They  have  my  jjood  wishes,  that,  bidding  j 
«dieu  to  the  avenue  and  the  Capitol,  and  the  pur- 
lieus of  the  President's  House,  they  may  reach 
their  homes,  in  good  health  themselves,  and  find 
their  families  all  very  happy  to  receive  them. 

But,  sir,  pauio  majora  ccinnmus  !  This  war  was 
waged  lor  the  purpose  of  creating  new  States,  near 
the  southern  portion  of  the  United  States,  out  of 
Mexican  territory,  and  with  such  population  as 
might  be  found  re.-sident  therein.  I  have  opposed 
that  project.  1  am  against  the  creation  of  new 
States.  I  am  against  the  acquisition  of  territory 
to  form  new  v'-itates.  And  this,  sir,  is  not  a  matter 
of  sentimentality,  which  I  am  to  parade  before 
mass  meetings,  or  before  my  constituents  at  home. 
It  is  wiili  me  no  matter  of  declamation,  regret,  or 
expressed  repugnance.  It  is  matter  of  firm,  un- 
changeable jHirpose,  to  yield  to  no  force  of  circum- 
stances that  have  occurred,  or  that  I  may  consider 
likely  to  occur;  and  therefore  I  say,  sir,  that  if  I 
am  asked  to-day,  whether,  for  the  sake  of  peace, 
I  will  take  a  treaty  that  brings  two  new  States  into 
this  Union  on  its  southern  boundary,  I  sav  no — 
disiinctly  no!  and  I  wisli  every  man  in  the  United 
States  to  understand  that  to  be  my  judgment  and 
my  purpose.  I  have  said  on  the  southern  bound- 
ary, because  there  the  present  proposition  takes  its 
locality.  1  would  say  the  same  of  the  western, 
the  northern,  the  eastern,  or  any  other  boundary. 
I  would  resist,  to-day  and  to  the  end,  here  and 
everywhere,  any  proposition  to  add  any  foreign 
territory,  on  the  south  or  west,  north  or  east,  to 
the  States  of  tliis  Union,  as  they  are  now  con- 
stituted and  held  together  under  the  Constitution. 
I  do  not  want  the  colonies  of  England  on  the  north; 
I  as  little  desire  the  Mexican  population  on  the 
south.  I  resist  and  reject  all,  and  all  with  equal 
resolution;  and  therefore  I  say,  that  if  the  question 
is  put  to  me  to-day,  whether  I  will  take  peace  in 
the  present  state  of  the  country — distressed  as  it 
is — ^^in  the  exigency  of  this  war,  odious  as  it  is — 
in  circumstances  so  afflictive  to  the  community, 
and  so  disturbing  to  the  business  of  those  whom 
I  represent  as  those  which  now  surround  me — I 
say  still,  that  if  the  question  be  put  to  me,  whether 
I  will  have  peace,  with  new  States,  I  say  no — no — 
no!  Why?  Because,  sir,  there  is  no  necessity 
of  being  driven  into  the  dilemma,  in  my  judgment. 
Other  gentlemen  may  think  diJerently.  I  own  no 
man's  conscience  but  mine  own.  I  mean  to  make 
a  clean  breast  for  myself,  and  I  protest  that  I  see 
no  reason  whatever  to  believe  that  wc  cannot  ob- 
tain as  safe  a  peace,  as  honorable  a  peace,  and  as 
prompt  a  peace,  without  territory,  as  with  it.  The 
things  are'  separable.  There  is  no  necessary  con- 
nection between  them.  Mexico  does  not  wish  us 
to  take  her  territory  that  she  may  receive  our 
money.  Far  from  it.  She  yields  her  assent,  if 
she  yields  it  at  all,  reluctantly,  and  we  all  know 
it.  If  she  yield,  it  is  '.he  result  of  force;  and 
there  is  not  a  man  here  that  does  not  know 
it.  Let  me  say,  sir,  that  if,this  Trist  paper  shall 
finally  lie  rejected  in  Mexico,  it  is  most  likely 
to  1)0  because  those  who,  under  our  protection, 
'  prepared  it,  cannot  persuade  the  Mexican  Con- 
gress or  the  Mexican  people  to  agree  to  this  cession 
of  territory.  The  thing  most  likely  to  break  up 
•what  is  now  expected  to  take  place  is,  the  repus:- 
iiance  of  the  Mexican  jieople  to  part  with  Mexican 
territory.  They  would  prefer  to  keep  their  terri- 
tory, and  that  we  should  keep  our  money;  or  we 
resolve  that  we  should  keep  our  money,  and  allow 
them  to  keep  their  territory.  We  shall  see.  I 
pretend  to  no  powers  of  prediction.  I  do  not  know 
what  may  happen.  The  times  are  full  of  strange 
eveni.s.  But  1  ihink  it  probable,  that  if  the  treaty 
which  has  gone  to  Mexico  sliall  fail  to  be  ratified, 
it  will  be  because  of  the  aversion  of  the  Mexican 
Congress  or  the  Mexican  people  to  cede  their  ter- 
ritorie.s,  or  any  ponion  of  them,  belonging  to  their 
Republic,  '  =    => 

I  iiavcsaid  that  I  would  rather  have  no  peace  for 
the  i)resent,  than  to  have  a  peace  that  l)rin'j,s  terri- 
tories for  new  Suites,  and  the  reason  is,  that  i  be- 
lieve wc  can  get  a  peace  just  as  sOon  without  terri- 
tory as  with  it — a  peace  more  .'^afe,  more  enduring 
— vastly  more  honorable  to  us,  the  great  Republic 
of  the  Western  World,  i  hear  gentlemen  say,  that 
we  must  have  some  territory — that  ihe  pef)ple  de- 
mand it.  I  deny  it;  at  least  I  say  I  see  no  proof 
of  it  whatever.     I  do  not  doubt  that  there  are  indi- 


viduals here  and  there,  of  an  enterprising:  charac- 
ter, disposed  to  emigration,  who  kiiiiw  nothing 
about  New  Mexico,  but  that  it  is  far  ofl';  and  noth- 
ing of  California,  but  that  it  is  still  further  ofT;  who 
are  tired  of  the  dull  pursuits  of  agriculture  and 
civil  life.  I  dare  say  that  there  are  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  such  persons,  who  might  wish  for 
territory,  in  which  to  seek  their  fortunes.  What- 
ever is  new,  is  attractive  to  such  minds.  They 
feel  the  spirit  of  a  borderer,  and  that  is,  I  take  it, 
to  be  pretty  tolerably  content  with  his  condition  till 
somebody  passes  beyond  him;  and  then  his  dispo- 
sition to  take  up  his  "  traps" and  pass  beyond  him 
who  has  passed  himself,  and  sit  down  further  off,  is 
an  irresistible  passion.  At  least  so  says  that  great 
and  sagacious  observer  of  human  manners,  Cha- 
teaubriand, when  lie  travelled  in  this  country  in 
1797.  But,  I  say,  sir,  that  I  do  not  find  anywhere, 
nor  that  there  exists  anywhere,  any  considerable, 
respectable  number  of  persons  who  think  that  we 
want  more  territory  and  such  territory.  There 
were  twenty-four  of  us  last  year,  who  voted  against 
the  prosecution  of  the  war  for  the  acquisition  of 
territory,  on  the  ground  that  we  did  not  want  it — 
southern  men  and  northern  men.  I  belieVe  there 
were  southern  gentlemen  who  concurred  in  that 
vote,  and  who  found  themselves,  even  against  what 
might  be  supposed  to  be  the  local  feeling  and  par- 
tiality, able  to  sustain  themselves  upon  the  ground 
of  the  wisdom  of  the  general  policy  of  not  seeking 
for  territory,  and  hv  the  acquisition  of  territory  to 
bring  into  our  politics  certain  embarrassing  and 
embroiling  questions.  I  do  not  learn  that  they 
suflJ'yed  by  the  advocacy  of  such  sentiments.  I 
rather  believe  that  they  triumphed  in  them,  and  I 
believe  that  through  the  greater  portion  of  the 
South — if  we  can  trust  what  has  been  said  here; 
through  the  Southwest,  to  a  very  great  extent,  the 
same  sentiment  is  general — that  there  is  no  preva- 
lent opinion  in  favor  of  new  territory  and  such  ter- 
ritory, or  of  an  augmentation  of  your  population 
and  by  such  population.  I  need  not  say  that  that 
is,  if  not  the  undivided,  the  preponderating  senti- 
ment of  all  the  North.  But  we  think  we  must  take 
territory.  For  the  sake  of  peace,  we  must  take 
territory  !  This  is  the  will  of  the  President !  If  we 
do  not  take  it,  we  may  fare  worse  !  Mr.  Polk  will 
take  no  less  !  That  is  fixed  upon  !  He  is  immova- 
ble! He  has  put  down  his  foot!  He  had  put  it 
down,  sir,  on  "  fifty-four  forty,"  but  it  didn'tstay  ! 
I  speak  of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates  as  I 
speak  of  all  Presidents,  without  disrespect;  but  I 
kno%v  no  reason  why  his  opinions,  his  will,  his 
purpose  declared  to  be  fixed,  should  control  us, 
any  more  than  our  purpose  formed  upon  equally 
conscientious  motives,  and  I  may  add,  formed 
under  as  high  responsibilities,  should  control 
him.  We  think  he  is  firm  and  will  not  move. 
[  should  be  sorry,  sir,  very  sorry,  indeed,  that  we 
should  entertain  more  respect  for  the  firmness  of 
an  individual  at  the  head  of  the  Government  than 
we  can  entertain  for  our  own  firmness.  He  will 
stand  out,  it  is  said,  against  us.  Do  we  fear  to 
stand  out  against  him  ?  For  one,  I  do  not.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  a  slavish  doctrine.  For  one,  I 
am  willing  to  meet  the  issue;  and  to  go  to  the  peo- 
ple, over  all  this  broad  land.  If  we  will  take  peace 
without  new  States,  and  the  Administration  will 
have  no  peace  without  new  States,  I  am  willing  to 
stand  upon  that,  and  trust  the  people.  I  do  that 
because,  in  the  first  place,  I  think  it  is  right;  and, 
in  the  ne.xt  place,  I  have  no  distrust  of  the  people. 
I  am  not  unwilling  to  put  that  to  their  sovereign 
decision  and  arbitration. 

Sir,  I  hold  this  question  to  be  vital,  permanent, 
elementary,  in  the  future  prosfierity  of  this  country 
and  the  maintenance  of  the  Constitution,  and  I  am 
williuLj  to  trust  that  question  to  the  people.  I  pre- 
fer that  it  should  be  submitted  to  them;  because, 
if  whiit  I  regard  as  a  great  constitutional  principle, 
or  a  principle  essentially  important  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Constitution,  be  broken  down,  let 
it  be  the  act  of  themselves.  It  shall  never  be  my 
act.  1  therefore  do  notdistrust  the  people.  I  am 
willing  to  take  their  sentiment  on  this  issue,  from 
the  Gulf  to  the  British  provinces,  and  from  the 
ocean  to  the  Missouri.  1  am  willing  to  ask  them 
will  you  continue  this  war  for  territory — for  ter- 
ritory to  be  luirchased  after  all  for  an  enormous 
price,  a  thou.sand  times  the  value  of  all  that  is  pur- 
chased; or  will  you  take  peace,  contenting  your- 
selves with  the  honor  that  the  country  luus  reaped 
by  the  military  achievements  of  its  armies?  Will 
you  take  peace  without  territory,  and  preserve  the 


integrity  of  the  Constitution  and  the  Union.'  I  am 
willing  to  go  on  that,  for  one. 

I  am  willing,  sir,  to  take  this  issue — peace  with- 
out new  States,  keepins:  our  money  to  ourselves, 
or  war  till  these  new  States  shall  be  acquired.' 
That's  the  question.  It  is  a  question  for  the  j>eople 
themselves.  If  they  support  me  and  those  who 
think  with  me  in  the  view  I  take  of  the  matter, 
very  well.  If  they  will  have  territory — if  they  will 
add  new  States  to  this  Union,  why  let  them  do  so, 
and  they  will  be  the  artificers  of  their  own  fortunes, 
for  good  or  for  evil. 

But,  sir,  we  tremble  before  Executive  power. 
The  truth  cannot  be  concealed — we  tremble  before 
Executive  power.  Mr.  Polk  will  take  nothing  else 
than  this;  and  if  we  do  not  take  this,  "  the  king's 
anger  may  kindle, "and  he  may  impose  still  heavier 
burdens.  Now,  who  and  what  is  Mr.  Polk?  I 
speak  of  him  in  no  manner  of  disrespect.  I  mean. 
only  to  ask  who  and  what  is  the  President  of  the 
United  States  for  the  current  moment?  He  is  in 
the  last  year  of  the  term  of  his  administi-ation — 
formally,  oflicially  it  can  only  be  drawn  out  till  the 
fourth  of  March.  Why,  really  and  substantially, 
we  know  that  two  short  months  will  or  may  produce 
events  that  render  the  duration  of  the  official  term 
of  very  little  importance.  We  are  on  the  eve  of  a 
Presidential  election.  That  machinery  resorted  to 
to  collect  public  opinion  or  party  opinion  is  to  be 
put  in  operation  two  months  hence.  We  shall  see 
its  result.  It  may  be  that  the  present  incumbent 
of  the  Presidential  office  will  be  again  presented  to 
his  party  friends  and  admirers  for  their  suffrages 
for  the  next  Presidential  term.  I  do"  not  say  how 
probable  or  improbable  that  may  be — perhaps  it  is 
not  entirely  probable.  Suppose  that  not  to  be  the 
result — what  then  ?  Why,  then,  Mr.  Polk  becomes 
as  absolutely  insignificant  as  any  respectable  man 
amongst  the  public  men  of  the  United  States — hon- 
orable in  his  private  life — valuable  in  his  private 
character.  Respectable,  never  eminent  in  public 
life,  he  will,  from  the  moment  that  anew  stararises, 
have  just  as  little  influence  as  you,  sir,  or  I;  and, 
so  ftir  as  respects  myself,  God  knows  that  will  be 
very  little!  Sir,  political  partisans  and  aspirants 
and  office-seekers  are  not  sun-flowers;  they  don't 

"  turn  on  tlieir  cod  when  he  sets, 

The  same  face  which  they  turned  when  lie  rose  !" 

Now,  sir,  if  the  respectable  gentleman  who  is 
now  at  the  head  of  the  Government  should  be 
agreed  upon,  there  will  be  those  who  will  commend 
his  consistency,  and  be  bound  to  maintain  it  and 
the  integrity  of  the  party.  His  friends  will  re- 
quire that  this  should  be  done.  If  otherwise,  who 
is  there  in  the  whole-length  and  breadth  of  the  land 
who  will  care  for  the  consistency  of  the  present 
incumbent  of  that  office?  Thei-e  will  then  be  new 
objects.  Manifest  destiny  will  have  fixed  upon 
some  other  man,  sir;  the  eulogies  are  now  writ- 
ten; the  commendations  of  the  press  are  already 
elaborated.  I  will  not  say  everything  fulsome,  but 
I  will  say  everythins:  panegyrical  is  already  writ- 
ten out  with  blanks  for  names,  to  be  filled  when 
the  convention  shall  adjourn.  When  manifest  des- 
tiny shall  be  reached,  then,  sir,  all  these  strains  of 
panegyric  made  beforehand,  laid  up  in  pigeon- 
holes, studied,  framed,  emblazoned,  and  embossed, 
will  all  come  out,  and  then  there  will  be,  there  is 
bound  to  be,  somebody  in  the  United  States,  pos- 
sibly, whose  merits  have  heretofore  been  strangely 
overlooked — marked  by  Providence  —  a  kind  of 
miracle  —  it  is  a  wonder  that  nobody  thought  of 
him  before;  a  fit  man,  and  the  only  fit  man,  to  be 
at  the  head  of  this  great  Republic.  I  shrink  not, 
therefore,  from  anything  that  I  feel  to  be  my  duty 
by  any  a]iprehension  of  the  power,  and  importance, 
and  imposing  dignity,  and  tiie  power  of  will,  which 
is  ascribed  to  the  present  incumbent  of  that  office. 
I  wish  we  had  that  power  of  will.  I  wish  we  had 
that  firmness — firmness — firmness.  Si  sit  numen 
nullam  nbsit.  If  we  had  adherence!  I  wish  we 
could  gather  something  from  the  spirit  of  our 
brave  corps  that  have  met  the  enemy  under  cir- 
cumstances most  adverse,  and  have  stood  the 
shock.  I  wish  we  could  imitate  Zachary  Taylor 
in  his  bivouac  upon  the  field  of  Buena  Vista.  He 
said  he  would  remain  for  the  night;  he  would  feel 
the  enemy  in  the  morning  and  try  his  position.  I 
wish  before  we  surrender  that  we  could  make  up 
our  own  minds  to  feel  the  enemy  and  try  his  po^ 
sition,  and  I  think  we  should  find  him,  as  Taylor 
did,  under  the  early  sun  on  his  way  to  San  Luis 
Potosi!     That  is  my  judgment. 

But,  sir,  I  come  to  the  all-absorbing  question, 
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wore  particularly,  of  the  crpation  of  new  States. 
When  I  cnme  into  the  councils  of  the  country,  Lou- 
isiana had  been  obtained  under  the  treaty  with 
France,  and  shortly  afterwards  Florida  was  ob- 
tained under  the  treaty  with  Spain.  These  two 
countries  wei-e  known  to  us.  They  lay  upon  our 
frontiers.  They  commanded  the  outlets  of  the 
great  river.  As  I  have  had  occasion  to  say,  and 
shall  now  only  repeat,  without  argument,  in  the 
first  of  these  instances  the  President  of  the  United 
States  (Mr.  Jefferson)  suppo.sed  the  acquisition  to 
be  unconstitutional.  He  acted  on  that  supposition. 
Mr.  Madit^on  was  then  Secretary  of  State.  He 
proposed  that  a  proposition  for  an  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  should  be  submitted,  in  order  to 
bring  Louisiana  into  the  Union.  He  drew  up  the 
proposition,  and  it  was  submitted  to  Mr.  Adams. 
Mr.  Madison  did  not  go  upon  the  general  idea  that 
new  States  might  be  admitted.  He  did  not  pro- 
ceed upon  the  motion  of  a  general  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  in  this  respect,  but  tlie  amendment 
of  the  Constitution  which  he  proposed  and  sub- 
initted  to  Mr.  Adams  was  article  13,  amendatory 
of  the  Constitution:  "The  province  of  Louisiana  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  part  and  parcel  of  tlie  United 
States."  Public  opinion,  owing  to  the  great  im- 
portance of  this  acquisition,  took  a  turn  favorable 
to  the  affirmation  of  the  power,  without  any  new 
constitutional  provision.  The  power  was  acqui- 
esced in.  Louisiana  became  a  part  of  the  Union, 
and  following  the  example  of  Louisiana,  Florida 
was  admitted.  Now,  sir,  I  consider  these  trans- 
actions as  past,  settled,  legalized.  There  they 
stand.  They  are  part  of  our  political  history. 
They  are  facts  against  which  it  would  be  idle  at 
this  day  to  contend.  My  first  agency  in  these 
matters  was  upon  the  proposition  for  admitting 
Texas  into  the  Union.  That  I  thought  it  my  duty 
to  oppose,  upon  the  general  ground  of  opposing  all 
annexation  of  new  States,  and  I  may  add,  and 
ought  to  add  in  justice — because  there  was  a  prop- 
Gsilion  then  before  the  country  as  to  southern  States 
having  a  slave  population  being  represented  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States — upon  the  ground  of 
inequality.  It  happened  to  me,  sir,  to  be  called  on 
to  address  a  political  meeting  in  New  York  in 
1837- '38,  after  the  recognition  of  Texan  independ- 
ence. I  may  state  now,  sir,  what  I  have  often 
stated  before,  that  no  man  from  the  first  has  been 
a  better  wisher,  a  more  sincere  well-wisher,- to  the 
people  and  Government  of  Texas  than  myself.  I 
looked  upon  the  achievement  of  their  independ- 
ence at  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto  as  quite  extraor- 
dinary, almost  a  marvellous  incident,  in  the  affairs 
of  mankind.  I  was  among  the  first  to  be  disposed 
to  acknowledge  lier  independence;  but  from  the 
first,  and  from  the  first  down  to  this  moment,  I 
have  opposed,  as  far  as  I  was  able,  the  annexation 
of  new  States  to  this  Union.  1  stated  my  reasons 
on  the  occasion  to  which  I  referred.  I  have  them 
in  a  short  abstract  before  me,  but  it  is  hardly  worth 
while  that  I  should  trouble  the  Senate  with  read- 
ing them.  ■ 

For  a  few  years  I  held  a  position  in  the  Execu- 
tive department  of  the  Government.  I  left  the 
Department  of  State  in  1843,  in  May.  Within  a 
month  after  antsther  most  worthy  and  respectable 
gentleman — who  came  to  a  very  untimely  end — 
had  taken  my  place,  I  had  occasion  to  know — not 
officially,  but  from  circumstances — that  the  annex- 
ation of  Texas  to  the  United  States  was  taken  up 
by  Mr.  Tyler's  administration  as  an  administra- 
tion measure — pushed,  pressed,  insisted  on;  and  I 
believe  that  the  honorable  gentleman  to  whom  I 
have  referred,  and  for  whose  memory  I  entertain 
much  respect,  (Mr.  Upshur,)  had  something  like 
a  passion  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose. 
And  I  am  afraid  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  at  that  time  suffered  his  ardent  feelings  not 
a  little  to  control  his  more  prudent  judgment.  At 
any  rate,  I  saw  in  1843  that  annexation  had  be- 
come a  purpose.  I  was  not  in  Congress,  nor  in 
public  life;  but,  seeing  this  state  of  things,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  admonish,  as  far  as  I  could, 
the  country  of  the  existence  of  this  purpose. 
There  are  gentlemen — many  of  them  at  the  North, 
others  now  in  this  ca|)ital — who  know  that  in  the 
summer  of  1843,  being  fully  persuaded  that  this 
purpose  of  annexing  Texa.s  had  been  taken  up 
with  zeal  and  determination  by  the  Executive  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  I  thought  it  my  duty, 
and  asked  their  concurrence  in  an  attempt,  to  let 
tliis  purpose  be  known  to  the  country.  I  conferred 
with  gentlemen  of  distinction  and  eminence.     I 


proposed  some  means  of  exciting  public  attention 
to  the  question  of  annexation,  before  it  should  be- 
come a  party  question;  for  I  had  learned  that  when 
a  matter  becomes  a  party  matter,  it  is  in  vain  to 
argue  against  it  or  argue  upon  it.  But  the  opti- 
mists— the  quietists,  then,  who  said,  All  things  are 
well,  and  let  all  things  alone — discouraged,  dis- 
countenanced, repressed,  any  such  effort.  They 
said  the  North  would  take  care  of  itself;  the  coun- 
try would  take  care  of  itself;  that  it  would  not  sus- 
tain Tyler's  project  of  annexation;  when  the  time 
came,  the  power  of  the  North,  which  was  felt  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  would  be  sufficient 
to  resist  the  measure.  And  I  could  now  refer  to 
paragraphs  and  articles  in  the  most  respfctable 
journals  at  the  North,  in  which  the  attempt  was 
made  to  produce  an  impression  that  there  was  no 
danger  that  we  should  have  an  addition  of  new 
States;  that  we  need  not  alarm  ourselves  about  it. 
I  was  not  in  Congress  when  the  resolution  pro- 
viding for  the  annexation  of  Texas  was  passed. 
I  only  know,  that  up  to  a  very  short  period  before 
the  passage  of  that  resolution,  the  general  impres- 
sion was,  in  the  country  where  I  belotvged,  that  no 
such  resolution  could  pass.  But  I  have  found,  sir, 
in  the  course  of  thirty  years'  experience,  that  what- 
ever measure  the  Executive  Goverilment  embraces 
and  pushes,  is  quite  likely  to  succeed.  There  is  a 
giving  way  somewhere.  If  the  Executive  Gov- 
ernment acts  with  uniformity,  steadiness,  entire 
unity  of  purpose,  sooner  or  later  it  is  quite  apt 
enough — according  to  my  construction  of  history, 
too  apt — to  effect  its  purpose. 

Just  before  the  commencement  of  the  present 
Administration,  the  resolutions  for  the  annexation 
of  Texas  passed  Congress.  Texas  complied  with 
the  provisions  of  these  resolutions,  and  she  was 
here,  or  the  case  was  here,  on  the  22d  December, 
1845,  for  her  final  admission  into  the  Union,  as  one 
of  these  States.  I  took  occasion  then  to  state  that 
I  hoped  I  had  shown  all  proper  regard  for  Texas; 
that  I  had  been  certainly  opposed  to  annexation; 
that  if  I  should  go  over  the  whole  matter  again, 
I  should  have  nothing  new  to  add;  that  I  had  acted, 
all  along,  under  the  unanimous  declaration  of  all 
parties,  and  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts; 
that  I  thotjght  there  must  be  some  limit  to  the  ex- 
tent of  our  territories,  and  that  I  wished  that  this 
country  should  exhibit  to  the  world  the  example  of 
a  powerful  Republic,  without  the  greediness  and 
hunger  of  empire.  And  I  added,  that  while  I  held, 
with  as  much  faithfulness  as  any  citizen  of  the 
country,  to  all  the  original  arrangements  and  com- 
promises of  the  Constitution  under  which  we  live, 
I  never  could,  and  I  never  should,  bring  myself  to 
he  in  favor  of  the  admission  of  any  State^  into  the 
Union  as  slaveholding  States,  and  I  might  have 
added,  any  States  at  all.  Now,  as  I  have  said,  in 
all  this  I  acted  under  the  resolutions  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts — certainly  concurrent  with  my 
own  judgment,  so  often  repeated,  and  reaffirmed 
by  the  unanimous  consent  of  all  men  of  all  parties; 
that  I  could  not  well  go  through  the  series  of  point- 
ing out,  not  only  the  impolicy,  but  the  unconstitu- 
tionality of  such  annexation.  A  case  presented 
is  this:  If  a  State  proposes  to  come  into  the  Union, 
and  to  come  in  as  a  slave  State,  then  there  is  an 
augmentation  of  the  inequality  in  the  representation 
of  the  people,  which  already  exists — an  inequality 
already  existing,  with  which  I  do  not  quarrel,  and 
which  I  never  will  attempt  to  alter,  but  shall  pre- 
serve as  long  as  I  have  a  vote  to  give,  or  any  voice 
in  this  Government,  because  it  is  a  part  of  the 
original  compact.  Let  it  stand.  But  then  there  is 
another  consideration  of  vastly  more  general  im- 
portance even  than  that — more  general,  because  it 
affects  all  the  States,  free  and  slaveholding;  and  it 
is,  that  if  States  formed  out  of  territories  thus 
thinly  populated  come  into  the  Union,  they  neces- 
sarily, inevitably  break  up  the  relation  existing 
between  the  two  branches  of  the  Government,  and 
destroy  its  balance.  They  break  up  the  intended 
relation  between  the  Senate  and  the  House  of 
Representatives.  If  you  bring  in  new  States,  any 
State  that  comes  in  must  have  two  Senators.  She 
may  come  in  with  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  people 
or  more.  You  may  have,  from  a  particular  State, 
more  Senators  than  you  have  Representatives. 
Can  anything  occur  to  disfigure  and  derange  the 
form  of  government  under  which  we  live  more 
signally  than  that?  Here  would  be  a  Senate  bear- 
ing no  proportion  to  the  people — out  of  all  relation 
to  them,  by  the  addition  of  new  States;  from  some 
of  them  only  one  Representative,  perhaps,  and  two 


Senators;  whereas  the  larger  States  may  have  ten, 
fifteen,  or  even  thirty  Representatives,  and  bn.t  two 
Senators.  The  Senate,  added  to,  augmented  by 
these  new  Senators  coming  from  States  where  there 
are  ^bv  people,  becomes  an  odious  oligarchy.  It 
holds  pov/er  without  any  adequate  constituency. 
Sir,  it  is  but  "  borough-mongering"  upon  a  large 
scale.  Now,  I  do  not  depend  upon  theory;  I  ask 
the  Senate  and  the  country  to  look  at  facts — to  see 
v/here  we  were,  when  we  made  our  de'partuie  three 
years  ago,  and  where  we  now  are;  and  i  leave  it  to 
the  imagination  to- conjecture  where  we  shall  be. 

We  admitted  Texas — one  State  for  ihejiresent — 
but,  sir,  if  you  refer  to  the  resolutions  providing 
for  the  annexation  of  Texas,  you  find  a  provision 
that  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  Congress  hereafter 
to  make  four  new  States  out  of  Texan  territory. 
Present  and  prospectively,  five  new  States — ten 
Senators — may  come  into  the  Union  out  of  Texas. 
Three  years  ago  we  did  this;  we  now  propose  to 
make  two  States.  Undoubtedly  if  we  take,  as  the 
President  recommends^  New  Mexico  and  Califor- 
nia, there  must  then  be  four  new  Senators.  We 
shall  tiien  have  provided  in  these  territories  out  of 
the  United  States  along  our  southern  borders,  for 
the  creation  of  States  enough  to  send  fourteen  Sen- 
ators into  this  Chamber.  Now,  what  will  be  the 
relation  between  these  Senatorsand  the  people  they 
represent,  or  the  Slates  from  which  they  come.'  I 
do  not  understand  that  there  is  any  very  accurate 
census  of  Texas.  It  is  generally  supposed  tu  con- 
tain one  hundred  and  fifty  tliousand  persons.  I 
doubt  whether  it  is  above  one  hundred  thousand. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  It  contains  one  hundred  and 
forty-nine  thousand. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  My  honorable  friend  on  my 
left  says,  a  hundred  and  forty-nine  thousand.  I 
put  it  down,  then,  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand. 
Well,  sir,  Texas  is  not  destined,  probably,  to  be 
a  country  of  dense  population.  We  will  suppose 
it  to  have  near  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
population  by  the  best  accounts — and  I  have  given 
over  all  that  I  can  find.  New  Mexico  may  have 
sixty  or  seventy  thousand  inhabitants — such — as 
— they — are!  Say  seventy  thousand.  In  Califor- 
nia, they  are  not  supposed  to  be  above  twenty-five 
thousand  men;  but  undoubtedly,  if  this  territory 
should  become  ours,  persons  from  Oregon,  and  from 
our  Western  States,  will  find  their  way  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, where  there  is  some  good  land,  and  we  may 
suppose  they  will  shortly  amount  to  sixty  or  seven- 
ty thousand.  We  will  put  them  down  at  seventy 
thousand.  Then  the  whole  territory  in  this  esti- 
mate, which  is  as  large  as  any  man  puts  it  at,  will 
contain  tw'o  hundred  and  ninety  thousand  persons, 
and  they  will  send  us,  whenever  we  ask  for  them, 
fourteen  Senators;  a  population  less  than  that  of 
the  State  of  Vermont,  and  not  the  eighth  part  of 
that  of  New  York.  Fourteen  Senators,  and  no 
more  people  than  Vermont!  and  no  more  people 
than  New  Hampshire!  and  not  so  many  people 
as  the  good  State  of  New  Jersey!  But  then,  sir, 
Texas  claims  to  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  if 
it  be  her  true  line,  why  then  of  course  she  ab- 
sorbs a  considerable  part,  nay,  the  greater  part  of 
the  population  of  what  is  now  called  New  Mexico. 
I  do  not  argue  the  question  of  the  true  southern  or 
western  line  of  Texas;  I  only  say  that  it  is  appa- 
rent to  everybody  who  will  look  at  the  map,  and 
learn  anything  of  the  matter,  that  New  Mexico 
cannot  be  divided  by  this  river,  the  Rio  Grande, 
v/hich  is  a  shallow,  fordable,  insignificant  stream, 
creeping  along  through  a  narrow  valley,  at  the 
base  of  enormous  mountains.  New  Mexico  must 
remain  together;  it  must  be  a  State  with  its  seven- 
ty thousand  people,  and  so  it  will  be,  and  so  will 
be  California. 

But  then,  sir,  suppose  Texas  to  remain  a  unit, 
and  but  one  State  for  the  present,  still  we  have 
three  States — Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Califor- 
nia. We  have  six  Senators,  then,  for  less  than 
three  hundred  thousand  people.  We  have  as 
many  Senators  for  three  hundred  thousand  people 
in  that  region  as  we  have  for  New  York,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Ohio,  with  four  or  five  millions  of  peo- 
ple; and  thatiswhatwecallan  equal  representation. 
Is  not  this  enormous?  Have  gentlemen  consider- 
ed this.  Have  they  looked  at^it?  Arc  ihcy  wil- 
ling to  look  it  in  the  face,  and  then  say  they  embrace 
it?  I  trust  in  God  the  people  will  look  at  it  and 
consider  it.  And  now  let  me, add,  th.at  this  dis- 
proportion can  never  be  diminished;  It  must  remain 
forever.  How  are  you  going  to  diminish  it?  Why, 
here  is  Texas,  with  a  hundred  and  forty-nine  thou- 
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sand  people,  wiih  one  Stale.  Suppose  that  pop- 
ulation slioultl  flow  into  Texas,  where  will  it  go? 
Not  to  any  dense  point,  but  to  be  spread  over  all 
that  rcioii, ill  places  remotefrom  theGulf,  in  places 
remote  from  what  is  now  ilie  capital  of  Texas;  and 
thereTore,  as  soon  as  there  are  in  other  jiortions  of 
Texas  people  enough  within  our  common  construc- 
tion of  the  Constitution  and  our  practice  in  respect  to 
the  admission  of  States,  my  honorable  friend  from 
Texas  will  have  a  new  State,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
he  has  chalked  it  out.already.  Well,  tlun,  as  to 
New  Mexico,  there  can  be  no  more  peo[jle  there. 
The  man  is  ignorant,  stupid,  who  has  looked  at 
the  map  of  New  Mexico,  and  read  the  accounts  of 
it,  who  supposes  there  can  be  any  more  people 
there  than  there  is  now — some  sixty  or  seventy 
thousand.  It  is  an  old-settled  country;  the  people 
living  along  in  the  bottom  of  this  valley  on  the  two 
sides  of  a  little  stream,  a  garter  of  land  .only  on 
one  side  and  the  other,  filled  by  coarse  landholders 
and  miserable  peons.  It  can  sustain,  not  only  under 
this  cultivation,  but  tinder  any  cultivation  that  our 
American  race  should  ever  submit  to,  no  more 
people  than  there  are  there  now.  There  will, 
then,  be  two  Senators  for  sixty  thousand  inhabit- 
ants in  New  Mexico  to  the  end  of  our  lives  and  to 
the  end  of  the  lives  of  our  children. 

Well,  now,  how  is  it  with  California?  We  pro- 
pose to  take  California,  from  the  forty-second  de- 
gree north  latitude  down  to  the  thirty-second  degree; 
we  propose  to  take  ten  degrees  of  latitude  along  the 
coast  of  the  Pacific.  All  along  that  great  distance 
there  are  settlements,  and  villages,  and  fort-s;  back  it 
is  all  wilderness,  and  barrenness,  and  Indian  coun- 
try. But  if  about  San  Francisco,  and  perhaps 
down  to  Monterey,  or  a  little  to  the  north,  there 
shall  be  enough  to  make  up  one  State,  why  the 
people  five  hundred  miles  oiT  in  time  to  come  will 
have  another  State,  and  then  this  disproportion  of 
Senators  to  the  people  will  go  on,  and  must  go  on, 
and  we  cannot  prevent  it.  I  say,  sir,  that  accord- 
ing to  my  conscientious  convictions,  we  aie  now 
fixing  upon  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
and  upon  our  form  of  government  a  monstrosity — 
a  disfiguration — an  enormity.  Sir,  I  hardly  dare 
trust  myself.  I  do  not  know  that  I  may' not  be 
under  some  delusion.  I  do  not  know  that  my  head 
is  not  turned.  It  may  be  that  it  is  the  weakness 
of  mine  eyes  that  forms  this  monstrous  apparition. 
But  if  I  may  trust  myself — if  I  may  persuade  my- 
self that  I  am  in  my  right  mind — then  it  does  ap- 
pear to  me  that  we  in  this  Senate  have  been  acting, 
and  are  acting,  and  are  likely  to  be  acting  hereaftei-, 
a  part  which  will  certainly  form  a  remarkable 
epoch  in  the  liistory  of  our  Government.  I  hold 
it  to  be  enormous — flagrant — and  an  outrage  upon 
all  the  principles  of  a  popular  representative  Gov- 
ernment, and  upon  the  elementary  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  under  which  we  live,  and  which 
we  have  sworn  to  support.  But  then,  sir,  what 
frees  the  case  from  thisTenormity?  Why,  it  is  that 
we  stipulate  only  that  these  new  States  shall  be 
brought  in  at  a  suitable  time.  Now,  what  is 
to  constitute  the  suitableness  of  time?  Who  is 
to  judge  of  it?  I  tell  you,. sir,  that  the  suitable 
time  will  come  whenever  the  jjreponderance  of 
party  power  here  makes  it  necessary  to  bring  in 
new  States.  The  tirine  will  depend  on  the  state  of 
our  politics  here,  and  not  upon  the  condition  of 
these  Slates  elsewhere.  Be  assured,  sir,  there  will 
be  a  suitalile  time  whenever  strength,  or  party 
power,  or  votes  are  wanting  in  this  Senate.  We 
liave  some  little  experience  of  this.  Texas  came 
in  in  suitable  time — very  suitable!  Texas  wa.s 
fiiially  admitted  in  December,  184C.  My  friend 
near  me  here,  [Mr.  Rusk,]  for  whom  I  have  great 
regard,  whose  accpiaintance  I  have  cultivated  with 
much  pleasure,  took  his  seat  here,  with  his  col- 
league, in  March,  1845.  In  July,  184G,  these  two 
Texan  voles  turned  the  balance  in  the  Senate,  and 
overthrow  the  tariff  of  184:2,  in  my  judgment  the 
best.sy.stem  of  revenue  that  was  ever  established  in 
this  country.  Gentlemen  of  diflerenlopinions  think 
otherwise.  They  think  it  was  fortunate.  They 
think  the  Texan  voles  came  in  in  suitable  time- 
and  they  will  take  care  that  New  Mexican  votes 
shall  come  in  in  suitable  time  also.  I  understand 
it  perfectly  well.  It  is  a  dillcrcnce  of  opinion  be- 
tween myself  and  them.  To  their  policy,  to  their 
object,  to  their  purposes,  the  time  was  .suitable,  and 
the  aid  was  efficient  and  decisive.  Sir,  in  iH.'jO, 
perhaps  similar  questions  may  be  agiiat(;d  here — 
ihcv  are  not  likely  to  be  before — but  agitated  they 
will  be  then,  unless  some  change  in  the  course  of 


the  administration  of  the  Government  take  place; 
and,  according  to  mv  apprehension,  looking  to 
general  results  as  flowing  from  our  established  sys- 
tem of  connnerce  and  revenue  in  1850,  two  years 
from  this  time,  we  may  probably  be  engaged  in  a 
new  revision  of  our  system  in  the  work  of  establish- 
in<r, if  we  can,  a  tarilfof  specific  duties;  in  the  work 
of  protecting,  if  we  can,  the  domestic  industry  of 
this  country, and  in  the  woik  of  preventinij  to  some 
extent,  if  we  can,  the  overwhelming  flood  of  inv 
portalions.  Suppose  this  to  be  the  ca.se,  and  sup- 
pose that  our  opponents  require  additional  strenjlh, 
that  will  be  exactly  the  suitable  time  for  two  Sen- 
ators from  New  Mexico  to  make  their  appearance 
here. 

But  again,  we  hear  other  halcyon,  soothing,  qui- 
eting tone*,  which  quiet  none  of  my  alarms,  as- 
suage none  of  my  fears,  commend  me  to  my  nightly 
rest  with  no  more  resignation.  It  is  said  we  may 
trust  the  popular  branch  of  the  Leo^islature — we 
may  looic  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  the 
(Treat  majority  of  whom  are  from  the  North  and 
Middle  Stales;  and  v/e  may  trust  them,  that  these 
new  States  are  not  admitted  sooner  than  they 
should  be,  o*r  admitted  for  any  party  purpose.  I 
am  compelled,  by  experience,  to  distnisl  all  such 
reliance.  If  we  cannot  rely  on  ourselves,  when 
we  have  a  clear  and  unquestioned  constitutional 
autliority,  competent  to  carry  us  through,  I  beg  to 
know  how  we  are  to  rely  on  others?  Have  we 
more  respect  for  the  patriotism,  the  firmness  of 
olheis,  than  our  own  ?  Besides, experience  shows 
us,  that  thing.?  of  this  sort  may  be  sprung  upon 
Congress  and  upon  the  people.  It  was  so  in  the 
case  of  Texas.  It  was  so  in  the  twenty-eighth 
Congress.  The  members  of  the  twenty-eighth 
Congress  were  not  chosen  with  the  view  to  deride 
the  question  of  annexation  or  no  annexation.  They 
came  here  upon  other  grounds,  political  and  party 
grounds,  supported  by  their  friends  on  one  side 
and  the  other,  for  reasons  not  connected  with  this 
question.  V/hat  then?  Why,  the  Administra- 
tion sprung  the  question  upon  Congress.  It  ob- 
tained a  snap-judgment,  and  carried  the  measure 
of  annexation.  That  can  be  proved  by  many 
facts.  I  will  state  one.  There  were  four  gentle- 
men in  the  House  of  Representatives  from  Con- 
necticutj  elected  before  this  question  arose,  belong- 
ing to  the  Democratic  party.  They  had  not  been 
here  long,  before  they  entered  into  the  spirit  of 
annexation;  and,  when  this  became  known,  re- 
monstrances— public,  private,  and  legislative — 
were  uttered  in  sounds  which  any-one  coiUd  have 
heard,  who  could  hear  thunder.  Did  it  move  these 
gentlemen?  Not  at  all.  Every  one  of  them  voted 
for  annexation.  The  election  came  round  a  few 
months  afterwards,  and  they  were  all  turned  out; 
but  what  did  those  care  for  that,  who  had  the  ben- 
efit of  their  votes  ?  Such  agencie.-<,  or,  if  it  be 
proper  to  call  them  instrumentalities,  maintain  re- 
spect no  longer  than  they  continue  to  be  useful. 

Sir,  we  take  New  Mexico  and  California.  Who 
is  weak  enough  to  think  that  there  is  an  end? 
Why,  do  we  not  hear  it  avowed  everyday,  that  it 
is  proper  for  us  also  to  take  Sonora  and  Tamauli- 
nas,  and  other  provinces  or  States  of  northern 
Mexico  ?  ^Vho  thinks  that  the  hunger  for  domin- 
ion will  stop  here  of  itself?  Somebody  has  said 
that  this  acquisition  is  so  mean,  and  lean,  and  un- 
satisfactory, that  we  shall  seek  no  further.  In  my 
judgment,  sir,  you  may  believe  that,  if  you  can 
believe  that  a  rapacious  animal  that  has  made  one 
unproductive  foray  won't  try  for  a  belter!  But 
further;  there  are  some  things  that  we  can  argue 
against  with  temper,  and  submit  to,  if  overruled, 
without  mortification.  There  are  other  things  that 
seem  to  aiiect  one's  consciousness  of  being  a  rea- 
sonable man,  and  evince  a  disposition  to  impose 
upon  his  common  sense.  And  of  this  class  of  top- 
ics or  pretensions,  I  have  never  heard  of  anything, 
and  cannot  conceive  of  anything  more  ridiculou.s 
in  itself,  more  absurd,  and  more  afiVontive  to  all 
sober  Judgment,  than  the  cry  that  we  are  getting 
indemnity.  Indemnity  by  the  acquisition  of  New 
Mexico  and  California!  I  hold  them  not  to  be 
worth  a  dollar,  and  we  pay  for  them  a  vast  sum  of 
money.  JVe  havc.expended,  as  everybody  knows, 
large  treasures  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war;  and 
now,  what  is  there  to  constitute  indemnity  ?  What 
do  {gentlemen  mean  by  it?  Let  us  see  how  this 
natter  stands.  We  get  a  country.  We  get  a 
country,  in  the  first  instance,  either  by  cession  or 
acknowledgment  of  boundary — I  care  not  which 
way  you  state  it — the  country  between  the  Nueces 


and  the  Rio  Grande.  What  this  country  is,  ap- 
pears from  a  publication  of  nn  honorable  gentleman 
in  the  other  Hou.^e,  in  which  he  quotes  an  account 
given  by  Major  Gaines.  He  says  that  the  coun- 
try is  worth  nothing;  that  he  woidd  nol  hazard  the 
life  of  a  single  individual  for  every  foot  of  land 
from  San  Patricio  to  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
This  gentleman  has  been  there  lately,  and  is  well 
acquainted  with  the  condition  of  the  country.  So 
far,  then,  as  that  part  of  our  acquisition  is  con- 
cerned, I  take  it  for  granted  it  is  not  won  ha  dollar. 

Now,  of  New  Mexico.  Of  that,  forty-nine-fif- 
tieths,  at  lcasl,<is  a  mere  barren  waste  of  desert 
plain  or  mountain.  There  is  no  wood,  no  timber, 
little  fagots  to  light  a  fire,  carried  thirty  or  forty 
miles  on  mules.  There  is  no  natural  fall  of  rains 
as  in  temperaie  climates.  The  place  and  scene  are 
Asiatic — enormously  high  mountains,  running  up 
some  to  the  height  often  thousand  feet,  with  very 
narrow  valleys  at  their  bases,  through  which 
streams  sometimes  trickle  along;  a  garter  winds 
along,  through  the  thread  of  which  runs  the  Rio 
Grande,  from  afar  in  the  Rocky  Mountains  down 
to  the  latitude  of  about  thirty-three  degrees,  some 
three  or  four  hundred  miles.  There  these  sixty 
thousand  persons  are.  In  the  mountains,  on  the 
right  and  left,  are  streams  whose  natural  tendencies 
would  be  as  lateral  streams  to  flow  into  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  in  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  when 
the  rains  have  been  abundant  in  the  mountains, 
some  of  them  do  actually  reacli  the  Rio  Grande; 
but  the  greater  part  of  them  always,  and  all  of 
them  for  a  greater  part  of  the  year,  never  reach 
an  outlet  to  the  sea.  They  are  absorbed  .in  the 
sandy  and  desert  plains  of  the  country.  There  is 
no  culture  anywhere,  save  that  which  can  be  ob- 
tained by  artificial  watering  or  irrigalion.  You 
can  have  this  alon<r  the  narrow  valley  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  in  the  gorges  of  the  mountains,  where  the 
streams  are;  but  you  cannot  have  it  down  along 
the  course  of  those  strearfts  that  lose  themselves  in 
the  sands.  • 

Now,  sir,  there  is  no  public  domain  in  New 
Mexico.  There  is  not  a  foot  of  land  to  be  sold  by 
the  Government.  There  is  not  an  acre  that  vyill 
become  ours  when  the  country  becomes  ours — not 
an  acre.  But,  more  than  this,  the  country  is  full 
of  people,  such  as  they  are.  There  is  not  the  least; 
thing  in  il  to  invite  the  settlement  of  our  planters 
or  farmers.  There  will  go,  I  dare  say,  specula- 
tors, traders — some  of  them  adventurers,  tired  of 
the  good  country  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi, 
who  desire  to  wander;  but  I  undertake  to  say  there 
will  not  be  two  hundred  farmers  or  planters  from 
the  United  States  in  New  Mexico  in  the  next  fifty 
years.  They  cannot  live  there.  Do  you  suppose 
they  are  going  to  cultivate  lands  which  cannot  be 
made  productive  in  the  slightest  degree  without 
irrigati<in?  The  people  that  are  there  produce  little 
and  live  upon  little.  I  believe  the  characteristic  of 
our  farmers  throughout  this  country  is  to  produce 
a  good  deal  and  consume  a  good  deal.  Again, 
New  Mexico  is  not  like  Texas.  I  had  hoped,  and 
still  hope,  that  Texas  is  to  be  filled  up  by  a  popu- 
lation like  ourselves — not  by  the  Spanish  race — 
not  by  peons — not  by  coarse,  ignorant,  vulgar  land- 
lords, with  tribes  of  slaves  around  them,  predial 
and  otherwise. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Will  the  honorable  Senator  allow 
me  one  word?  I  did  not  like  to  interrupt  the  Sen- 
ator when  he  was  reading  an  account  of  the  coun- 
try lying  in  the  valley  of  the  Nueces.  When  that 
country  comes  to  be  known,  it  will  be  found  to  be 
as  valuable  as  any  portion  of  Texas'.  From  its 
source  to  its  niouih,  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande 
will  be  found  the  same  thing.  I  did  not  choose  to 
interrupt  the  honorable  Senator,  but  we  do  not 
claim  il  as  indemnity,  believing  it  to  be  our  just 
and  equitable  right.  So  far  as  Mexican  popula- 
tion is  concerned,  there  is  a  good  deal  of  it  now  in 
Texas,  highly  respectable,  and  amongst  them  those 
who  have  distinguished  themselves  as  patriots — 
men  of  intelligence  and  of  worth.  These  are 
coming  over  and  settling  in  Texas,  encouraged  by 
the  prospect  of  peace. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  I  take  what  I  .say  in  regard 
to  the  valley  of  the  Rio  Grande  from  the  statement 
of  Major  Gaines.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  there  is 
a  part  of  it  fit  for  the  foot  of  civilized  man.  I  am 
glad  to  hear,  also,  that  there  are  some  of  the  in- 
habitants of  New  Mexico,  who  are  not  so  besotted 
with  their  miserable  condition  as  i>oi  to  make  some 
effort  to  get  out  of  the  country,  and  to  come  into 
a  better. 


1848. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


585 


Sir,  I  would,  if  I  had  time,  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  a  very  instructive  speech  that  was 
made  in  the  other  House  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Con- 
necticut.' He  seems  to  have  examined  all  our  au- 
thorities, conversed  with  all  our  travellers,  corre- 
sponded with  all  our  agents.  His  speech  contains 
ail  their  communications;  and  I  commend  it  to 
every  man  in  the  United  States  who  wishes  to 
know  what  we  are  about  to  acquire  by  the  acquisi- 
tion of  New  Mexico.  New  Mexico  is  secluded, 
isolated— a  place  by  itself— -in  the  middle  of  the 
mountains — five  hundred  miles,  I  believe,  from 
Texas. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Five  hundred  miles  from  the  set- 
tled portions  of  Texas. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.  Further  from  anywhere  else ! 
It  does  not  belong  anywhere.  It  has  no  belong- 
ings about  it.  Sir,  at  this  moment,  it  is  absolutely 
more  retired,  and  shut  out  from  communication 
with  the  civilized  world ,  than  the  Sandwich  Islands, 
or  most  of  the  islands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  It 
presses  hard  on  Typee,  and  the  people  are  infi- 
nitely less  elevated  in  mind  and  condition  than  the 
people  of  the  Sandwich  Islands — far  less  worthy 
of  our  association — far  less  fit  to  send  their  Sena- 
tors here,  than  are  the  inhabitants  of  the  Sandwich 
Islands — far  less  worthy  are  they  than  the  better  i 
classes  of  Indians  in  our  neighborhood.  Com-  ! 
mend  me  to  the  Cherokees,  the  Choctaws — if  you 
please,  to  speak  of  the  Pawnees,  the  Blackfeet,  and 
the  Snake  Indians,  and  the  Flatheads — anything 

except  the Indians,  and   I  am  satisfied  v^^ith 

them,  instead  of  the  people  of  New  Mexico.  They 
have  no  notion  of  our  institutions,  or  of  any  free 
institutions.  Th'ey  any  notion  of  popular  govern- 
ment! Why,  not  the  slightest — not  the  slightest 
on  earth.  And  the  question  is  asked,  what  will 
be  their  constitution  ?  It  is  farcical  to  talk  of  such 
a  people  making  a  constitution.  They  do  not 
know  the  meaning  of  the  term.  They  do  not 
know  its  import;  they  know  nothing  at  all  about 
it.  -And  I  can  tell  you,  sir,  that  when  we  have 
made  it  a  Territory,  and  wish  to  make  it  a  State, 
such  a  constitution  as  the  Executive  power  of  this 
Government  thinks  fit  to  se'nd  to  them,  will  be  sent 
and  adopted.  The  constitution  of  our  fellow-citi- 
zens of  New  Mexico  will  be  framed  in  the  city 
of  Washington.  Now,  what  says  Colonel  Hardin, 
in  regard  to  New  Mexico — that  most  lamented  and 
distinguished  oflicer,  whom  I  well  knew  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  other  House,  and  whose  death  I  did 
most  deeply  deplore?  Pie  gives  a  description  of 
New  Mexico,  and  speaks  of  the  people  of  that 
country  in  these  terms: 

"Thp  people  are  on  a  par  with  their  land.  One  in  two 
hundred  or  five  hundred  is  rich,  and  lives  like  a  nabob;  the 
rest  are  peons,  or  servants  sold  for  drbt,  who  work  for  their 
mastftrs,  and  are  as  subservient  as  the  slaves  of  the  South, 
and  look  like  Indians ;  and,  indeed,  are  not  more  capable  of 
self-government.  One  man,  Jacobus  Sanchez,  owns  three- 
fourths  of  all  the  land  our  column  has  passed  over  in  Mexi- 
co. We  are  told  we  have  seen  the  best  part  of  Northern 
Mexico;  if  so,  the  whole  of  it  is  not  worth  much." 

I  need  not  read  the  whole  extract.  He  speaks 
of-  all  Northern  Mexico,  and  New  Mexico  is  not 
the  better  of  it.  Sir,  there  is  a  recent  traveller, 
who  is  not  unfriendly  to  the  United  States,  if  I 
may  judge  from  his  works,  for  he  commends  us 
everywhere.  He  is  an  Englishman,  and  his  name 
is  Ruxton.  I  believe  his  work  is  in  the  library, 
and  I  suppose  that  gentlemen  have  seen  it.  He 
gives  an  account  of  the  morals  and  manners  of 
these, people;  and,  Mr.  President  and  Senators,  I 
will  take  leave  to  introduce  you  to  these,  your 
soon-to-be  respected  fellow-citizens  of  New  JVlex- 
ico : 

"It  is  remarkable,  that  although  existing  from  the  earliest 
times  of  the  colonization  of  New  Mexico,  a  period  of  two 
centuries,  in  a  state  of  continual  hostility  with  the  numerous 
savHL'e  tribes  of  Indians  who  surrounded  their  territory,  and 
in  constant  insecurity  of  life  and  property  from  their  attacks  • 
being  al.^o  far  removed  from  the  enervatini;  intluences  of 
large  cities,  and  in  their  isolated  situation,  entirely  depend- 
ent on  tlieir  own  resources,  the  inhabitants  are  totally  desti- 
tute of  tiiose  qiialitii-s,  which,  for  tlie  above  reasons,  we 
might  naturally  have  expected  to  distinguish  them,  and  are 
as  deficient  hi  energy  of  charact(T  and  physical  courage  as 
they  are  in  all  the  moral  and  ititillectual  qiiulities.  Intlieir 
social  state,  but  one  degree  removed  from  the  veriest  sav- 
ages, tlicy  might  take  lessons  even  from  these  in  morality 
and  the  conventional  decencies  of  life.  Imposing  no  re- 
ftiainton  their  passions,  a  shameless  and  universal  concu- 
binage exists,  and  a  total  disregard  of  moral  law,  to  which 
it  wiiwld  be  impossible  to  find  a  parallel  in  any  country  call- 
ing itself  civilized.  A  wantofhonoralde  principle,  andcon- 
suiriinate  duplicity  and  treachery,  characterize  all  their 
dealings.  Liars  by  nature,  they  are  treacherous  anrt  faith- 
less to  their  friends,  cowardly  and  cringing  to  their  enemies; 
cruel,  as  all  cowards  are,  they  unite  savage  ferocity  with 
their  want  of  svnimal  courage;  as  an  oxainple  of  which, 


their  recent  massacre  of  Governor  Bent,  and  other  Ameri- 
cans, may  be  given — one  of  a  hundred  instances." 

"One  out  of  a  hundred  instances;"  and  these 
are  soon  to  be  our  beloved  countrymen 

Mr.  President,  for  a  good  many  years  I  have 
struggled  to  oppose  everything  that  I  thought  tend- 
ed to  strengthen  the  arm  of  Executive  power.     I 
think   it   is   growing  more  and   more  formidable 
every  day;  and  I  think  that  in  yielding  to  it  in  this 
as  in  other  instances,  will  give  it  strength,  which 
it  niay  be  hereafter  very  difficult  to  resist.     I  think 
it  is  nothing  else  than  fear  of  Executive  power  that 
cornmits  us  to  the  support  of  this  war  for  the  ac- 
quisition ofterritory — fear — fear — and  iiothingelse. 
In  the  little  part  I  have  acted  in  public  life,  it  has 
been  my  purpose  to  preserve  the  people  of  the 
United  States — what  the  Constitution  was  designed 
to  make  them — one  people — one  in  interest,  one 
in  character,  one  in  political  feeling.     When  we 
depart  from  that,  we  break  it  all  up.     What  sym- 
pathy can  there  be  between  these  New  Mexicans, 
these  Californians,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  val- 
ley of  the  Mississippi  or  of  the  Middle  States,  or  of 
the  Eastern  States,  in  the  choice  of  President.'    Do 
they  know  the  same  men  .'     Have  they  any  gen- 
eral  consentaneous  sentiment?     Not  at  all.     An 
arbitrary  government  may  have  territorial  govern- 
ments in  distant  possessions,  because  an  arliitrary 
government  may  rule  its  distant  territories  by  dif- 
ferent ]aws  and  different  systems.     Russia  may 
govern  the  Ukraine  and  the  Caucasus  and  Kamt- 
schatka  by  different  codes  or  ukases.     We  can  do 
no  such  thing.     They  must  be  of  us — part  of  us — 
or  else  estranged.     I  think  I  see  then  in  progress 
what  is  to  disfigure  and  deform  the  Constitution. 
While  these  territories  remain  territories,  they  will 
be  troublesome  and  annoying.     They  will  draw 
after  them  a  vast  expense.     It  will  probably  re- 
quire as  many  troops  on   an  average  as  we  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  maintaining  for  the  last  twenty 
years,  in  defending  these  territories  from  the  In- 
dian tribes.     We  must  maintain  an  army  at  that 
distance,  and  when  they  become  States  "they  are 
.still  more  likely  to  give  us  more  trouble  than  bene- 
fit.    I  think  I  see  a  course  adopted  that  is  likely 
to  turn  the  Constitution  under^which  we  live  into 
a  deformed   monster — into  a  curse  rather  than  a 
blessing — into  a  great  frame  of  unequal  govern- 
ment, not  founded  on  popular  representation,  but 
founded  in  the  grossest  inequalities;  and  I  think, 
if  it  go  on — for  there  is  danger  that  it  will  go  on — 
that  this  government  will  be  broken  up.     I  resist 
it  to-day,  and  always — whoever  falters  or  whoever 
falls,  I  resist — although  I  see  that  all  the  portents 
are  discouraging.  Would  to  God  I  could  auspicate 
good  influences!     Would  to  God  that  those  who 
think  with  me  on  this  subject  had  stronger  sup- 
port! Would  that  we  could  stand  where  we  would 
desire  to  stand!     But  with  few  or  alone  my  posi- 
tion is  fixed.     If  there  were  time  I  would  gladly 
awaken  the  country.    I  believe  the  country  will  be 
awakened — it  may  be  too  late — but  supported  or 
unsupported,  by  the  blessing  of  God  I  shall  do  my 
duty.     1  see  well  enough  all  the  sinister  indica- 
tions, but  I  am  sustained  by  a  deep  and  conscien- 
tious sense  of  duty,  and  whilp  supported  by  that 
feeling  of  duty,  and  while  such  great  interests  are 
at  stake,  I  shall  defy  all  augury,  and  ask  no  omen 
but  my  country's  cause !  *  ■ 

EXECUTIVE    SESSION. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness, and  after  some  time  spent  therein, 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  March  24,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  on  leave,  present- 
ed the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  praying  perinission  to  relinquish  cer- 
tain sixteenth  sections  of  land,  and  to  locate  other.3 
in  lieu  thereof  for  the  use  of  schools. 

^Iso,  a  resolution  of  the  same,  in  relation  to  the 
condition  of  the  Mississippi  rifles  and  the  Missis- 
sippi regiment  in  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  on  leave, 
presented  certain  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  against  the  importation  of 
adulterated  medicines  and  chemicals. 

Also,  thememorial  of  the  Same, praying  a  change 
in  the  system  of  transporting  the  mail. 


PRIVATE   BILLS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecti- 
ctit,  the  House  resolved  itself  intoComrnittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  private  calendar,  (Mr.  Bowu.v, 
of  Missouri,  in  the  chair.) 

The  following  bills  were  taken  up,  read,  and 
laid  astde  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  viz: 
For  the  relief  of  Zelpha  White; 
For  the  relief  of  Thomas  Badger; 
For  the  relief  of  Archibald  Bull  and  Lemuel  S. 
Finch; 

For  the  relief  of  B.  0.  Tayloe; 
For  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Da- 
vid Gardner,  of  Southboro',  Massachusetts- 
For  the  relief  of  Medford  Caffey; 
For  the  relief  of  G.  De  Lirac; 
For  the  relief  of  Charles  Waldron; 
For  the  relief  of  Colonel  Robert  Wallace,  aid  de 
camp  to  General  William  Hull; 
For  the  relief  of  Elijah  H.  Willis; 
For  the  relief  of  the"  legal  representatives  of  Wil- 
liam McKenzie,  late  a  seaman  on  board  the  United 
States  ship  Vincennes; 

For  the  relief  of  James  B.  Davenport; 
For  the  relief  of  Frederick  Durrive; 
For  the  relief  of  Elisha  Thomason; 
For  the  relief  of  James  P.  Sexton; 
_  To  confirm  Elizabeth  Burriss,  her  heirs  or  as- 
signs, in  their  tract  of  land; 

.  For  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  widow  of  Fran- 
cois Gramillon; 

For  the  relief  of  William  Triplet; 
For  the  relief  of  Simon  Rodriguez; 
For  the  relief  of  Marcus  Fulton  Johnson; 
Supplemental  to  the  act  approved  Gth  July,  1842, 
entitled  "An  act  confirming  certain  land  claims  in 
Louisiana;" 

For  the  relief  of  Joseph  Bryan; 
For  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Fitzwater; 
For  the  relief  of  Sarah  Hildreth; 
For  the  relief  of  William  Pool; 
For  the  relief  of  Aaron  Tucker;  , 
For  the  relief  of  Samuel  Coney; 
For  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  William  Evans; 
For  the  relief  of  William  P.  Brady; 
For  the  relief  of  William  S.  Holland;    * 
For  the  relief  of  John  Morgan; 
For  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Jaa. 
Porterfield,  deceased; 

For  the  relief  of  Gideon  Walker; 
For  the  relief  of  Dr.  A.  G.  Henry,  of  Illinois; 
For  the  relief  of  John  B.  Rogers,  of  South  Caro- 
lina; 

A  joint  resolution  concerning  the  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  William  Speiden,  purser  in  the 
navy  of  the  United  States; 

Senate  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Abel  Gay  and  Walter  Loomis,  approved  July  2 
1836. 

The  following  bills  were  amended,  and  ordered 
to  be  reported  to  the  House: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hervey  Jones  was 
amended  by  adding  thereto  the  words  "  during  his 
natural  life." 

The  Senate  bill  to  provide  for  the  compensation 
of  Samuel  Leech  for  services  in  the  investigation 
of  suspended  sales  in  the  Mineral  Point  district, 
Wisconsin. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  all  of  the 
above  bills  to  the  House,  with  the  action  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  thereon;  which  action 
having  been  concurred  in  by  the  House,  the  bills 
were  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  then  proceedea  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  providing  for  the  payment  of  arrearages 
of  pension  to  Anthony  Walton  Bayard,  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  House  on 
the  10th  instant  with  an  amendment.  The  amend- 
ment was  read  and  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and,  being  engrossed,  was  read  a 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
currence. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  with 
the  accompanying  documents,  in  compliance  with 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  8th  instant,  calling  for  "  any  correspondence 
which  may  have  recently  taken  place  with  the 
British  Government  relative  to  the  adoption  of. 
principles  of  reciprocity  in  the  trade  and  shipping 
of  the  two  countries." 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
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letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  stating  that 
numerous  volumes  of  Senate  documents  of  the 
twemv-ei^hth  Congress,  and  the  Senate  documents 
and  Journal  of  the  twenty-ninth  Congress,  "  have 
never  been  delivered  for  the  use  of  the  Library," 
and,  as  the  culls  for  them  are  "  numerous  and  fre- 
quent," they  are  much  needed. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  when  the  House  ad- 
journs, it  would  adjourn  to  Monday  next.    Lost. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
FniDAY,  March  24,  1848. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  a  memorial  from  a  num- 
ber of  Cherokee  Indians,  praying  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Board  of  Commissioners  to  investigate 
the  claims  of  the  Cherokees;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  RUSK  also  presented  a  joint  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  Texas  on  the  subject  of  a  post 
route. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  from  John  How- 
ard &  Son,  praying  permission  for  their  line  of 
steamers  between  New  York  and  New  Orleans  to 
touch  at  Havana,  without  subjecting  their  cargoes 
to  be  charged  with  import  duties;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  MILLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  continue,  alter, 
and  amend  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Washington; 
•which  was  read  a  first  time. 

On  motion,  ordered,  that  when  the  Senate  ad- 
journs, it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  re- 
turning the  bill  to  permit  books,  maps,  &c.,  im- 
ported for  the  use  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  to 
be  received  free  of  duty,  with  an  amendment. 

The  Senate  considered  and  concurred  in  the 
amendment. 

A, message  was  also  received,  informing  the  Sen- 
ate that  the  House  of  Representatives  had  agreed 
to  certain  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
further  to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appropria- 
tions for -the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1848,  and 
had  disagreed  to  others. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  were  then  con- 
sidered and  concurred  in,  after  a  few  words  from 
Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts, and  Mr.  ATHER- 
TON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana, 
the  Senate  postponed  the  previous  orders,  and 
proceeded  to  consider  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to 
Patrick  Walker,  who  had  lost  one  arm  and  the 
hand  of  the  other  arm  in  the  Mexican  war. 

The  bill  was  supported  by  a  fev  remarks  from 
Mr.  JOHNSON ofLouisiana,  Mr.  HANNEGAN, 
Mr.  PHELPS,  and  Mr.  MOOR,  and  was  opposed 
by  Mr.  TURNEY,  aii4  Mr.  DAVIS  of  Missis- 
sippi. 

No  amendment  being  offered,  the  bill  was  report- 
ed to  the  Senate.  It  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed  by  the  following  vote,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  demanded  by  Mr.  Turney: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Alcliison,  BadgRr,  Bagby,  Bald- 
win, Bfrnton,  Biadbnry,  Calhoun,  Clnyloii,  Crittenden,  Davis 
of  .Massachusetts,  Dayton,  Dickinson,  Douglas,  Downs, 
Pelch,  .I/)hnson  of  Louisiana,  Mangum,  Mason,  Moor, 
Phelps,  Ku.sk,  Spruance,  Underwood,  and  Upham — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Ashley,  Allierlon,  Davis  of  Mississippi, 
DLx,  Hale,  Hunter,  Lcv/is,  Niles,  and  Turney — 9. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTOX,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  authorizing  a  loan  of 
sixteen  millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  A.  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  reported 
by  the  Cnijimiiloe  of  Finance,  (relating  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  proposals  sliall  be  opened,)  by 
adding  the  words,  "and  no  proposals  shall  be  with- 
drawn after  they  have  been  received  at  tiie Treasury 
Department." 

Mr.  A.  explained  this  amendment.  The  Secre- 
tary hud  originally  intended  to  invite  bidders  to  be 
present  when  the  bids  were  opened.  On  inquiry 
n  wu.s  found  that  the  practice  had  been  to  admit 
the  oflicers  of  the  depcirtmcnit.  The  reason  wa.s 
that  it  had  been  cli.'jcovered,  that  when  i)idders  were 
jirescnt,  they  had,  on  finding  other  bids  higher  than 
their  own,  retired  with  the  other  bidders  into  an- 
otlier  room,  and  enler('d  into  a  bargain  with  them 
to  shurc  the  loan  on  .such  terms  as  were  agreed  on. 

TheanficndmenttoihcamendmentwaHiigrecd  to. 


The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  NILES  moved  an  amendment,  providing 
that  the  loan  should  be  divided,  and  made  payable 
at  stated  periods.  He  referred  to  the  manner  in 
which  the  Government  had  hitherto  managed  their 
loans,  by  which  losses  had  been  sustained  by  the 
public,  and  individuals  benefited.  He  wished  the 
loan  to  be  a  bona  fidt  one,  subscribed  by  capital- 
ists. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  said  the  way  to  obtain  a  fconn 
Jide  loan,  was  to  invite  a  competition  from  foreign 
capitalists.  He  thought  that  our  credit  stood  well 
in  Europe,  ax^'i  that,  by  recent  circumstances  in 
France,  it  would  be  still  further  enhanced. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  moved  that  the  bill  be  passed 
over  informally,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  him  an 
opportunity  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote 
by  which  the  Senate  had  receded  from  its  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  further  to  supply  the  deficiencies 
in  the  appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1848,  relative  to  the  keepers  of  the  public  ar- 
chives in  Florida. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Athertok 
*  having  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote, 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  made  an  explanation  as  to 
tlie  effect  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  YULEE  also  added  a  few  remarks  in  favor 
of  retaining  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  sprfke  briefly  in  favor  of  re- 
ceding from  the  amendment. 

Mr.  DAVIS  asked  if  the  keepers  had  any  other 
duties  than  the  preservation  of  the  public  papers. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  said  there  were  other  duties 
attached  to  the  office.  It  was  not  merely  the  land 
titles  of  the  United  States  which  were  kept  there. 
The  titles  to  all  the  private  property  there  were  kept 
in  these  depositories.  They  had  been  kept  there 
for  a  hundred  years,  and  the  people  of  Pensacola 
would  not  permit  the  papers  to  be  removed. 

Mr.  HALE  said  this  was  all  supererogatory 
work,  as  the  people  of  Pensacola  had  settled  the 
business  beforehand.  He  thought  it  unnecessary 
to  keep  up  the  two  officers. 

Mr.  YULEE  complained,  that  the  duties  of  these 
officers  were  not  understood.  It  was  very  import- 
ant that  the  officers  should  be  retained,  because  it 
was  necessary  that  the  Government  should  have 
the  custody  of  the  elements  of  title.  He  said  the 
microscopic  economists  of  the  House  had  ignorant- 
ly  stricken  out  this  amendment.  He  protested 
against  the  haste  with  which  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee urged  the  passage  of  the  bill,  at  the  risk  of  this 
important  question,  which  was  of  much  more  im- 
portance than  the  pi-otestingof  a  Government  note 
or  two.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  have 
passed  the  bill  earlier,  instead  of  hurrying  it  now. 
Mr.  PHELPS  thought  this  was  a  very  small 
affair  to  arrest  the  progress  of  an  appropriation  bill. 
If  inconvenience  to  the  public  should  arise,  it  could 
easily  be  rectified  by  the  introduction  of  a  bill.  He 
thought  it  not  worth  while  to  delay  the  bill,  by  re- 
ceding from  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CAMERON  gave  the  reasons  which  would 
induce  him  to  vote  for  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  defended  himself  from  the 
charge  of  delaying  the  action  of  the  Senate  on  this 
bill. 

•  Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said,  there  were  no  two 
more  perfect  sinecures  than  these  offices,  and  he 
hoped  they  would  be  stricken  out. 

The  question  on  reconsideration  was  then  de- 
cided in  the  negative. 
On  iTiotion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN, 
The  Senate  proceeded    to  the  consideration  of 
Executive  business.     After  some  time,  the  dooi's 
were  reopened,  and 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  March  25,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  the  House 
resolved  itself  iiito  Committee  of  the  Whole  House 
on  the  private  calendar,  (Mr.  Gayle,  of  Alabama, 
in  the  chair.) 

The  first  bill  taken  up  was  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Captain  Henry  M.  Shreve,  which  was  debated 
byMcssi-.s.VENABLE,  BROWN  of  Mississippi, 
DANIEL,  POLLOCK,  FARRELLY,  HOUS- 
TON of  Delaware,  and  MARVIN. 

Mr.  Hy\LL,  of  Missouri,  moved  to  amend  the  I 


bill  by  strikina:  out  the  sum  of  $85,000  and  insert- 
ing $10,000.    'Lost. 

Mr.  TURNER  moved  to  strike  out  $85,000  and 
insert  $25,000.     Lost. 

Mr.  DANIEL  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  aside 
to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  the  recommend- 
ation that  it  do  not  pass.     Agreed  to. 

The  next  bill  taken  up  was  for  the  relief  of  Da- 
vid Myerle.  It  was  debated  by  Messrs.  ?IALL  of 
Missouri,BOLMES  of  South  Carolina,  WHITE, 
CATHCART,  and  DANIEL. 

Mr.  DANIEL  moved  that  the  Wl  be  laid  aside, 
with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass.  Dis- 
agreed to — ayes  54,  noes  84. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  their  pro- 
ceedings to  the  House. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  M.  Shreve  was 
laid  on  the  table.     . 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Myerle  was  then 
taken  up. 

Mr.  DANIEL  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  stri- 
king out  $25,000  and  inserting  $10,000.     Lost. 

Mr.  DANIEL  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

It  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  53,  nays  93. 

The  bill  was  then,  under  the  operation  of  the 
previous  question,  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

CASE  OF  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  MULLIN,  from  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, made  a  report  in  the  case  of  Messrs.  Jack- 
son and  Monroe,  contestants  for  the  seat  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Slates  as 
Representative  of  the  sixth  Congressional  district 
of  New  York.  The  two  resolutions  appended  to 
the  report  declare — 

1st.  Tliat  David  S.  Jackson  is  not  entitled  to  the  seat  in 
th«  House  of  Representatives  as  the  Representative  of  the 
sixth  Congressional  district  of  New  York. 

2d.  That  James  Monroe  is  entitled  to  the  seat  in  the 
House  as  the  Representative  of  the  said  si.xtl)  Congressional 
district  of  New  York. 

Mr.  JENKINS,  on  behalf  of  the  minority  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  made  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  two  resolutions  declaring — 

1st.  That  David  S.  Jackson  is  entitled  to  the  seat  as  the 
Representative  from  tlie  sixtli  Congressional  district  of  New 
Y'ork  ;  and 

'2(1.  That  James  Monroe  is  not  entitled  to  the  seal  as  the 
Representative  from  the  si.xth  Congressional  district  of  New 
York. 

The  report  and  the  minority  report  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented under  the  rule,  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  MORSE:  The  petition  of  G.  B.  Burr  and  others, 
.praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  post  route  in  Louisiana. 

By  Mr.  PALFREY  :  The  petition  of  Josiah  Quincy,  jr., 
and  2,058  others,  citizens  of  Massachusetts,  praying  for  ciieap 
and  uniform  rates  of  postage. 

By  Mr.  STROHM ;  Throe  petitions,  signed  by  citizens  of 
Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  a  new  post  route 
from  the  Gap  post  ofnee  to  the  vilhige  of  Eplirata,  in  said 
county.  • 

By  Mr.  GRINNELL :  The  petition  of  Wm.  C.  Starbuck, 
and  other  citizens  of  Nantucket,  asking  an  appropriation  for 
the  construction  of  a  breakwatcrat  Great  Point,  on  tlie  island 
of  Nantucket,  to  form  a  liarhor  of  refuge  for  tlie  numerous 
vessels  passing  through  the  Vineyard  sound.  By  a  record 
kept  by  the  keeper  of  the  licht-boiii,  for  the  year  1847,  there 
passed  in  his  sight  2-19  ships,  l,fi69  brigs,  9.174  schooners, 
2,444  sloops— aggregate  VJfi'36,  estimated  to  be  two-thirds  of 
the  whole  nuuilirr. 

By  Mr.  TWEEDY'^:  The  petition  and  accompanying  pa- 
pers of  Evander  M.  Sojier,  and  others,  of  Wisconsin,  lieirs- 
at-law  of  Enos  Soper,  deceased,  asking  compensation  in 
land  for  services  and  expenditures  of  said  Etios  Soper,  in 
raising  a  volunteer  company,  as  first  lieutenant  during  the 
last  war  with  Great  Britain. 

By  Mr.  SCMENCK  :  Tlie  petition  of  85  citizens  of  Mont- 
gomery aiul  IMiami  counties,  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  a  mail  route  from  Union,  through  Fredericktown,  to  Hy- 
attsville. 

By  Mr.  WENTWORTH :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Du 
Page  countv,  for  reform  in  newspaper  postage. 

By  Mr.  H.ALL,  of  New  York:  Joint  ressolntion?  of  the 
Senate  and  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York,  against  the 
extension  or  renewal  of  the  patent  granted  to  Jethro  Wood. 

By  Mr.  NELSON:  The  petition  of  J.  V.  Shaw,  A.  J.  Ly- 
daciirr.and  75other  citizens  of  Rockland  county.  New  York, 
prriying  that  the  General  Government  shall  no  longer  traflie, 
iicir  piriiiil  traftic,  in  the  public  lands  yet  in  its  pos.se.ssion ; 
that  they  shall  be  laid  out  in  farms  and  lots  for  the  free  use 
ofsiich  citizens  (not  possessed  of  other  lands)  as  will  occupy 
Ihein,  allowing  to  the  settler  the  right  to  dispose  of  his  pos- 
si'ssions  to  any  one  not  possessed  of  other  land;  and  that  the 
.jurisdiction  of  the  pulilic  lands  be  Iransfi  ire d  to  StJites  or 
'territories  only  on  condition  that  smli  a  iii>pi)~iiion  shall  be 
made  of  them.  Also,  the  petition  <^f.■\ll^allam  I'ltt  and  other 
citizens  of  said  coiiutv,  on  the  same  siilijccl.  Also,  a  joint 
resolution  of  the  l.ccislaliire  i<f  tlie  Slate  of  New  York,  in- 
structing the  Siiiators  and  l!eprl•^elltali^•cs  in  Congress  from 
that  Slate  to  oppose  the  passage  ol  any  law  continuing  or 
renewing  the  Jethro  Wood  patent  for  the  ciist-iron  plough. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  March  27,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts: 

Raolusd,  That  tlie  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  tender  to 
the  House  of  Rif  presuntatives  of  the  United  States  the  tlianks 
of  the  government  and  people  of  tlie  Conmionweaith  for  the 
signal  honor  thus  done  to  the  memory  of  their  illustriou.s 
fellow-citizen. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  government  and  people 
of  Massitohusetts  be  presentid  to  the  members  of  the  com- 
mittee of  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives  for  tlie 
kind,  courteous,  and  respi-clful  manner  in  which  they  dis- 
charged the  melancholy  duty  of  their  office. 

Resolfed,  That,  in  order  that  this  public  mark  of  respect 
to  oui  Commonwealth  and  her  illustrious  son  may  always 
be  held  in  niiiembrauce,  this  report  be  placed  on  the  jour- 
nals of  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

Resolved,  That,  as  a  memorial  of  our  grateful  sense  of  the 
honor  paid  to  Massachusetts  by  the  United  States  House  of 
Representatives,  his  excellency  tlie  Governor  be  retjuested 
to  transmit  a  copy  of  tliis  report  to  tlie  Speaker  of  that  hoii- 
orahle  body,  and  also  a  copy  to  each  of  the  members  of  its 
committee. 

The  resolutions  were  read;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEPHENS,  were  laid  on 
the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HARALSON  moved  that  the  joint  resolu- 
tion to  "refund  money  for  expenses  incurred,  sub- 
sistence and  transportation  furnished,  and  money 
advanced  by  individual  citizens  of  the  Unilgd 
States  for  the  use  of  the  volunteers  before  or  after 
being  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States,"  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for 
Wednesday  next.     Agreed  to. 

THE  TEK-REGIMENT  BILL. 
Mr.  BOYD  moved  that  the  bill  of  the  Senate  to 
raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional   military 
force,  be  taken  from  the  table  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion,  which,  being  ordered,  resulted  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atkinson,  Beale,  Bedinger,  Bingham, 
Birdsall,  Bocock,  Bowdon,  Boyd,  Brodhead,  William  G. 
Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burt,  Cathc:irt,  Chase,  Clapp, 
Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  How.ell  Cobb,  Williamson 
R.  \V.  Gobi),  Cummins,  Daniel,  Dickinson,  Dunn,  Faran, 
Ficklin,  French,  Fries,  Fulton,  Haralson,  Hannaiison,  Har- 
ris, Henley,  Hill,  George  S.  Houston,  Inge,  Charles  J.  Inger- 
soll,  Jackson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones, 
Kennon,  Lalim,  La  S6re,  Sidney  Lawrence,  Leffler,  Levin, 
Ligon,  Lord,  Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McClernand, 
McDowell,  McKay,  Mann,  Meade,  Miller,  Morris,  Murphy, 
Peck,  Petrie,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pillshury,  Pollock,  Richcy, 
Robinson,  Sawyer,  Simpson,  Sims,  Stanton,  Starkweather, 
Charles  E.  Stuart,  Strong,  Thoinns,  James  Thompson,  Jacob 
Thompson,  William  Thompson, Thurston, Turner,  Venahle, 
Wentworth,  Wick,  Wiley,  Williams,  Wilmot,  and  Wood- 
ward—87. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Green  Adams,  Barringer,  Blanchard, 
Botts,  Boydon,  Brady,  Buckner,  Builer,  Cabell,  Canby, 
Chapman,  Clingman,  Cocke,  Collamer,  Conger,  Cranston, 
Crowell,  Crozier,  Dickey,  Dix(;n,  Donnell,  Eckert,  Embree, 
Farrelly,  Fisher,  Flournoy,  Gaines,  Gayle,  Gentry,  Giddings, 
Goggin,  Gott,  Gregory,  Grinnell,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  James  G. 
Hampton,  Moses  Hampton,  Haskell,  Henry,  Hilliard,  John 
W.  Hcniston,  Hubbard;  Hudson,  Hunt,  Josepli  R.  Ingersoll, 
Irvin,  John  W.  Jones,  Kellogg,  Thomas  Butler  King,  Wil- 
liam T.  Lawrence,  Lincoln,"  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Marvin, 
Morehead,  Mullin,  Nelson,  Nes,  Outlaw,  Palfrey,  Pendleton, 
Preston,  Putnam,  Reynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rock- 
well, Root,  Rumsey,  St.  John,  Shepperd,  Silvester,  Sling- 
erland,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stephens,  Andrew 
Stewart,  Strohm,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Thibodeaux,  John  B. 
Thomiisoii,  Tompkins,  Tuck,  Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  Warren, 
and  White— 87. 

Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the' 
motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Pvlr.  VINTON  said  there  were  several  special 
orders  for  this  week,  and,  as  it  was  important  to 
make  some  progress  with  the  appropriation  bills, 
he  suggested  that  some  arrangement  should  be 
made  for  the  promotion  of  that  object. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  rose  to  inquire  if  there 
was  not  a  motion  pending  from  last  Monday  for 
the  suspension  of  the  rules  to  enable  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  McKay]  to  introduce 
a  resolution.  When  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  made  this  motion  on  Monday  last,  an 
adjournment  was  moved  immediately  thereafter, 
and,  in  answer  to  a  question  which  he  (Mr.  C.)  put 
to  the  Chair,  he  was  informed  by  the  Speaker  that 
that  motion  would  be  the  first  bu.siness  when  such 
motions  were  next  in  order,  (on  Mondays  of  each 
week.) 

The  SPEAKER  answered  in  the  affirmative, 
and  announced  the  question  to  be  on  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  McKay,] 
to  suspend  the  rules  to  enable  him  to  introduce  a 


resolution  to  change  the  hour  of  meeting  to  eleven 
o'clock. 

Mr.  McKAY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
his  motion,  and  they  were  ordered;  and,  being 
taken,  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas  100,  nays  76. 

Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRINNELL, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  ventilation  of  passenger  vessels,  and 
other  purposes,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Rockwell,  of  Massachusetts,  in 
the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Indian  appropriation  bill. 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  McKay,  viz: 

"  Sec.  2,  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  part  of  the 
money  appropriated  by  this  act  for  the  purposes  of  educa- 
tion shall  he  expended  for  anv  such  objects  elsewhere  than 
in  the  Indian  country :  Provided,  That  this  sliall  not  apply 
to  any  of  the  aforesaid  appropriations  the  expenditure  of 
which  are,  by  treaty  stipulations,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  or  of  the  respective  Indian 
tribes." 

Mr.  POLLOCK  thought  the  amendment  ought 
not  to  prevail.  As  he  had  said  before,  treaty  stip- 
ulations were  to  be  carried  out  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  over  them  this  House  had 
no  control.  Such  was  the  condition  of  some  por- 
tion of  these  funds, and  hence  the  additional  section 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  McKay] 
was  nugatory.  The  passage  of  the  section  would 
be  a  work  of  supererogation.  But  there  was  a 
third  class  which  was  to  be  expended  under  the 
control  of  Congress,  and  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  proposed  to  expend  that  amount  within 
the  Indian  territory.  He  admitted  that  that  which 
was  wrong  should  be  redressed,  and  that,  if  there 
were  mischiefs,  they  should  be  remedied.  But  if 
the  Cherokee  academy  was  to  be  deprived  of  the 
sums  it  had  heretofore  received,  let  the  facts  on 
which  the  refusal  was  based  be  shown  to  Congress. 
If  Colonel  Johnson  was  guilty  of  any  impropriety, 
let  it  be  made  manifest  and  put  on  record.  He  did 
not  suppose  that  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina intended  tostrike  at  the  President  of  the  United 
States  by  his  amendment.  When  the  money  was 
appropriated  by  Congress,  it  was  placed  beyond 
their  control;  but  if  it  were  admitted  that  they  had 
the  power  to  exercise  a  controlling  influence  over 
it,  he  could  see  no  good  reason  why  these  expend- 
itures should  be  limited  to  the  Indian  territory.  It 
could  not  be  pretended  that  the  Indian  youth  could 
obtain  so  good  an  education  in  the  Indian  territory 
as  in  the  States.  He  was,  therefore,  in  every  view 
of  the  case,  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  said,  that  after  carefully  con- 
sidering this  amendment,  he  could  not  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  was  the  least  necessity  for 
its  adoption.  The  subject  had  been  before  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  was  there 
ftilly  considered.  The  gentleman  from  North  Car- 
olina [Mr.  McKay]  was  a  member  of  that  com- 
mittee, and  had  had  full  opportunity  of  ))roposing 
such  an  amendment  there,  but  had  not  done  it. 
The  committee  had  had  the  Commissioner  of  In- 
dian Affairs  before  them,  who  gave  them  full  in- 
formation in  regard  to  this  Indian  school,  which 
seemed  now  to  be  struck  at,  and  which  was  situ- 
ated, as  the  gentleman  well  knew,  in  Mr.  M.  's  own 
district. 

It  seemed  strange,  that  when  this  school  was  now 
ju.^t  about  to  expire  such  a  blow  should  be  aimed 
at  it,  and  through  it  at  the  venerable  gentleman  at 
its  head.  The  gentleman,  it  was  true,  disclaimed 
all  intention  of  casting  any  imputation  on  Colonel 
Johnson,  or  making  the  most  distant  insinuation 
of  impropriety  in  the  management  of  the  institu- 
tion by  him  or  of  its  fund.  But  Mr.  M.  would 
ask  how  it  could  be  understood  in  any  other  light, 
to  aim  a  blow  lil<e  this  just  at  the  moment  the 
school  was  about  to  cease,  saying  that  hereafter  no 
money  should  be  spent  for  Indian  education  save 
within  the  Indian  territory.'  Was  not  this  an  im- 
plied censure  on  all  that  had  been  done  in  its  man- 
agement? Where  was  the  necessity  for  any  such 
amendment.''  The  gentleman,  it  seemed,  had  heard 
that  money  had  been  appropriated  from  this  fund 
to  continue  this  school.  He  had  taken  up  rumors, 
mere  street  rumors,  of  some  such  intention.  What 


authority  was  there  for  any  such  rumor.'  Mr.  M. 
was  utterly  ignorant  of  any.  On  the  contrary, 
there  was  a  bill  reported  giving  Colonel  Johnson 
compensation  for  the  expense  of  putting  up  build- 
ings, under  the  expectation,  on  his  part,  that  the 
school  was  to  continue.  It  was  well  known  that 
all  the  Indian  youths  who  had  been  educated  there 
were  to  be  withdrawn  save  some  nine  or  ten..  Was 
it  likely  Colonel  Johnson  could  desire  to  keep  up 
the  school  for  the  sake  of  such  a  number?  The 
removal  was  provided  by  treaty.  Would  this 
amendment  make  that  treaty  stipulation  any  strong- 
er? Why,  when  this  school  had  continued  so  long, 
when  its  advantages  had  been  experienced  by  the 
Indian  tribes  for  so  many  years,  was  this  hour  se- 
lected, just  when  it  was  coming  to  its  close,  to  cast 
such  a  reflection  on  its  whole  past  administration  ? 

It  was  now  twenty-five  years  since  Col.  Johnson 
had  been  asked  to  take  charge  of  the  school,  and 
it  had  been  continued  ever  since  by  the  authority 
of.  Congress,  not  by  him.  Many  had  been  edu- 
cated there,  and  well  educated;  and  though  it  was 
probable  they  might  have  been  taught  more  cheaply 
within  the  Indian  territory,  he  considered  the  mo- 
ney as  having  been  well  expended.  Education  did 
not  consist  merely  in  learning  to  read  and  write. 
By  the  associations  of  a  civilized  country  ideas  were 
insensibly  but  constantly  imbibed  which  could  never 
have  been  acquired  in  the  wilderness  or  among 
surrounding  Indians  only;  and  the  thoughts  and 
principles  thus  imbued  were  afterwards  carried 
among  the  tribes,  and  disseminated  widely  for  their 
benefit.  Mr.  M.,  however,  was  willing  to  abide 
by  the  treaty,  and  to  let  the  Indian  youth  hereaf- 
ter be  educated  in  their  own  country.  But  why 
adopt  an  amendment  like  this,  which,  at  the  ut- 
most, could  operate  only  on  some  nine  or  ten  Indian 
children? 

Mr.  SAWYER  would  tell  the  gentleaian  from 
Kentucky  some  of  the  reasons  which  induced  him 
to  oppose  this  school.  He  went  upon  the  principle 
that  it  was  always  better  that  Indian  yonth  should  ' 
be  educated  in  their  own  country  than  to  bring 
them  into  the  society  of  the  whites.  Everybody 
knew  the  sort  of  means  which  were  used  to  induce 
these  Indians  to  come  to  our  schools.  The  catch- 
ing of  these' young  Indians  and  bringing  them  in 
cost  more  than  it  would  take  to  educate  them  at 
their  own  homes.  It  was  the  influence  this  plan 
exerted  on  the  Indians  that  Mr.  S.  deprecated.  It 
was  not  to  what  Colonel  Johnson  had  control  of 
that  Mr.  S.  objected;  it  was  to  the  manner  of 
catching  these  young  creatures  and  bringing  them 
to  the  school.  If  gentlemen  would  look  at  the  two 
hundred  and  thirty-one  items  of  expenditure  under 
this  head,  they  would  see  that  the  catching  and 
transporting  of  these  youth  cost  more  than  their 
education  itself  would  do  if  conducted  within  the 
Indian  territory,  or  in  some  of  our  other  colleges. 
He  did  not  himself  believe  that  Colonel  Johnson- 
had  touched  the  first  red  cent  out  of  the  fund. 
The  money  was  not  taken  or  used  improperly  by 
him,  but  by  other  men,  who  occupied  themselves 
in  catching  young  Indians  for  the  school,  that  they 
might  make  a  gain  of  it;  and  so  long  as  this  school 
was  suffered  to  continue,  this  would  be  done.  It 
cost  fifty-five  dollars  a  head  to  bring  these  children 
to  school.  No  doubt  Colonel  Johnson  had  some 
design  in  wishing  the  school  to  continue — the  de- 
sign might  be  very  laudable — he  did  not  say  any- 
thing to  the  contrary;  but  he  was  opposed  to 
keeping  it  up,  and  hoped  the  amendment  would  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  said  that  he  had  at  first  been 
opposed  to  this  amendment,  because  it  prevented 
the  President  from  selecting  the  Indian  youths 
who  were  to  be  educated;  but  the  proviso  which 
had  been  added  obviated  that  objection,  and,  thus 
modified,  he  now  thought  that  the  amendment 
ought  to  be  adopted.  He  could  not,  for  one,  con- 
ceive how  it  could  be  understood  as  implying  the 
slightest  possible  imputation  on  Colonel  Johnson. 
Gentlemen  seined  to  consider  it  as  virtually  re- 
flecting on  his  management  of  the  school,  or  the 
fund  appropriated  for  it.  The  amendment  was 
merely  the  recognition  of  the  general  principle  that 
it  was  better  that  money  set  apart  for  Indian  edu- 
cation should  be  expended  within  the  Indian  ter- 
ritory. It  declared  that  its  operation  was  not 
intended  to  touch  "  any  of  the  aforesaid  appropri- 
'  ations,  the  expenditure  of  which  are,  by  treaty 
'  stipulations,  under  the  direction  of  the  President 
'  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  respective  Indian 
'  tribes." 
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As  to  this  Choctnw  school,  thirty-four  out  of  the 
fifiy-six  scliohii's  it  contained  were  Pottawatomie 
boys,  admitted  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  the  irenly.  The  treaty  declared,  tliat  wlicn  the 
cliiefs  and  the  members  of  tiie  tribe  were  met  in 
council,  and  publicly  expressed  a  wish  to  with- 
draw their  children  from  the  school,  they  should 
have  the  privilege  of  doing  so.  How  did  this  re- 
flect orl  Colonel  Johnson?  For  hiinself,  Mr.  B. 
could  see  nothing  in  it  to  affect  his  honor  or  reflect 
upon  his  character  in  the  slightest  degree  in  the 
management  of  the  school.  The  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  stated  that  this 
provision  of  this  treaty  was  likely  to  be  carried 
lino  effect,  and  the  school  in  consequence  to  be 
dissolved.  The  amendment  went  to  sanction  the 
doctrine  of  the  report.  [Here  Mr.  B.  quoted  the 
report.]  This  document  recommended  that  the 
fund  heretofore  provided  for  this  Choctaw  school 
should  hereafter  be  applied  to  manual  labor  schools 
within  tlie  Indian  country.  He  hoped  the  amend- 
ment would  be  adopted,  not  for  the  mere  sake  of 
making  a  change,  but  because  it  conformed  to  the 
suggestion  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
and  because  itestablished  a  principle  right  in  itself. 

Mr.  FRENCH  here  offered  the  following  pro- 
viso, tcf  be  added  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Kay: 

"  ^jirf  provided,  also,  That  notliing  in  this  act  shall  in  any- 
wIsK  imijair  or  affect  any  existing!  arrangement  or  contract 
miile  or  ejiti'ieil  Into  by  th«  United  States  wiKi  any  of  the 
euperintondents  of  any  of  the  Indian  schools." 

Mr.  F.  said  there  was  nothing  in  this  to  affect 
tiie  arrangements  made  by  the  United  States  re- 
specting any  su()erintendents  of  Indian  schools. 

Mr.  HOUSTOX,  of  Delaware,  confessed  that 
he  knew  but  little  of  the  details  of  this  subject; 
but,  as  he  heard  gentlemen  talking  about  certain 
efforts  to  "  catch"  Indian  boys  and  bring  them  into 
the  white  settlements  to  attend  this  school,  he 
thought  there  ou^ht  at  least  to  be  further  informa- 
tion had  before  the  House  acted  finally  in  the  case. 
If  it.  was  true,  that  before  you  could  gel  Indian 
youth  into  this  school,  you  must  first  catch  them 
like  so  many  wild  colts  on  a  prairie,  why,  he 
thought  thiit  there  might  perhaps  be  some  advan- 
tage in  adopting  the  amendment.  As  this  might 
be  a  very  useful  e,xercise,  he  presumed  they  must 
be  caught  in  this  manner  every  morning.  This 
would  be  improving. 

But  to  speak  serio  isly.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
this  Choctaw  sciiool  had  failed,  to  some  extent,  in 
effecting  the  good  that  had  been  designed  by  it, 
and  expected  from  it,  as  it  was  found  that  the 
young  savages  educated  there  carried  back  to  their 
native  tribes  only  the  vices  of  the  whites,  without 
the  trivial  advantages  which  they  might  have  at- 
tained there.  But  under  the  existing  circumstances, 
as  the  department  contemplated  putting  an  end  to 
the  school,  bethought  there  could  be  no  very  press 
ing  necessity  for  the  amendment,  and  he  should 
vote  against  it. 

Mr.  CLARK  said  he  had  examined  this  amend- 
ment, and  was  ready  to  admit  that  there  should  be 
caution  observed  in  acting  on  such  a  subject.  It 
seemed  to  be  assumed  by  some  gentlemen,  that  it 
contained  an  insinuation  against  the  venerable 
Colonel  .Tolinson,  and  Mr.  C. 's  colleague  had  de- 
fenckd  him  with  becoming  zeal.  Now,  Mr.  C. 
undcBstood  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
[Mr.  McKay]  to  have  declared  explicitly  that  he 
did  not  mean  to  reflect  directly  or  indirectly,  either 
on  Colonel  Johnson  himself,  or  any  members  of 
the  department.  He  disclaimed  all  such  purpose, 
and  denied  that  sui-h  an  inference  could  be  justly 
drawn  from  his  amendment;  on  the  contrary,  that 
it  im|ilied  no  word  of  censure  on  any  hutman  be- 
ing in  existence. 

There  were  members  here  present  who  had  acted 
from  their  boyhood  with  Colonel  Johnson,  and 
who  never  would  let  him  be  assailed  without  com- 
ing promptly  toiherescue.nnd  they  concurred  with 
Mr.  C.  in  understanding  no  imputation  whatever 
to  be  cast  upr)n  him  by  the  amendment  t>roposcd. 
Whenever  the  coiiise  of  that  disiiii<.;uiKlied  man 
in  relation  to  this  school  fund,  or  any  other  part  of 
his  conduct,  should  become  the  subject  of  remark 
in  that  House,  there  woulil  be  plenty  found  to  de- 
fend him.  Mr.  C.  should  be  the  last  man  to  stand 
by  and  hear  his  good  name  assailed.  He  had 
known  him  lonir,  and  had  served  under  him,  and 
often  defended  him  when  slandered.  He  should 
be  the  very  last  either  lo  make  or  to  suflerany  im- 
putation on  his  character. 


Mr.  TOMPKINS  had  no  purpose  to  detain  the 
House,  but  he  should  feel  himself  criminal,  if, 
knowing  what  he  thought  he  knew,  he  should  sit 
silent  without  giving  the  House  the  benefit  of  facts 
to  which  he  was  conusant.'  There  seemed  to  be 
a  general  impression  among  members  of  the  House 
aeainst  having  any  Indian  school  without  the  bounds 
of  the  Indian  territory,  on  the  ground  that  no  school 
so  situated  could  effect  any  beneficial  results  in 
the  education  of  Indian  youth.  There  could  not 
be  a  greater  mistake.  The  reverse  was  susceptible 
of  being  demonstrated.  Mr.  T.  would  offer  his  own 
experience  and  observation,  with  a  view  to  show 
that  the  most  important  benefits  might  be  and  had 
been  derived  from  education  so  received  by  them. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  Indian  children  had  to 
be  run  down  and  caught  like  so  many  wild  beasts, 
and  carried  to  the  school  in  chains,  in  order  to  be- 
come students  in  our  seminaries.  There  was  no 
truth  in  sucVi  a  statement.  On  the  contrary,  they 
were  willing  inmates  of  our  schools,  and,  while 
there,  made  as  rapid  improvement  in  every  branch 
of  study  as  any  children  of  the  whites  could  do. 
Among  all  the  colleges  at  which  Indian  youth  had 
been  trained,  there  was  none  possessed  of  greater 
advantages  than  this  Choctaw  school,  under  the 
care  of  Cologel  Johnson.  The  Choctaw  hunting- 
grounds  were  in  Mr.T. 's  immediate  neighborhood, 
and  their  old  towns  were  situated  within  his  Con- 
gressional district.  He  had  had  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  many  of  their  chiefs,  and  he  knew 
something  of  them  since  their  emigration  beyond 
the  Mississippi;  and  he  knew  that  they  were  not 
the  dark,  uninformed,  ferocious  savages  which  some 
gentlemen  seemed  to  suppose.  They  had  made 
great  social  improvements.  They  enjoyed  a  writ- 
ten constitution,  a  republican  form  of  government, 
in  which  the  departments  of  legislative,  executive, 
I  and  judicial  power  were  distinctly  defined  and  kept 
i  wholly  separated.  They  liad  also  the  trial  by  jury. 
j  Among  them  were  to  be  found  distinguished  states- 
men, lawyers,  and  divines,  who  would  compare 
well  with  any  among  ourselves.  All  these  had 
been  educated  in  colleges  of  the  United  States,  and 
not  in  schools  within  the  Indian  territory.  He 
would  name  some  of  them.  He  instanced  Pitche- 
lin,Folsome,and  McKinney,  who  were  half-breeds, 
and  another  called  Little  Prentiss,  who  was  a  pure 
Indian.  This  latter  was  a  lawyer  of  commanding 
eloquence,  and  well  acquainted  with  the  common 
law,  the  science  of  evidence,  and  whatever  else 
formed  an  accomplished  member  of  the  bar. 

He  then  went  on  to  name  native  divines,  on 
whose  eloquence  he  pronounced  a  very  glowing 
euloffiurn. 

Now,  could  we  expect  cases  like  this,  if  we 
were  to  tie  them  down  within  the  boundaries  of 
their  own  territories,  where  gentlemen  said  there 
was  nothing  but  dark  barbarity  and  ferocity? 
These  things  had  been  accomplished  by  cutting  off 
these  Indian  children  from  their  tribes — from  their 
barbarous  habits — by  stimulating  them  to  the  in- 
vestigation of  grander  themes,  and  to  higher  aspi- 
rations. He  referred  to  the  advance  in  knowledge 
and  science,  in  industrial  pursuits,  in  social  com- 
forts, &c.,  already  made  by  the  Indians  of  the 
West;  their  large  and  exuberant  corn  fields,  their 
stately  mansions,  their  churches  in  which  they 
worshipped  God  according  to  the  true  principles 
of  Christianity;  their  common-school  system,  in 
which  not  only  the  rudiments  and  the  higher 
branches  of  the  English  language  are  taught,  but 
the  Cherokee  and  Choctaw  languages,  now  re- 
duced to  a  written  and  printed  system,  in  which 
languages  the  traditions  of  their  ancestors  were 
conveyed  to  them  in  something  like  the  glowing 
and  poetic  syt'wit  which  breathes  throughout  the 
lines  of  Homer  and  Virgil.  He  had  visited  indi- 
viduals nf  the  Cherokee  and  Choctaw  nations;  had 
found  them  owners  of  large  herds,  cultivators  of 
extensive  fields,  living  in  habitations  of  as  much 
elegance,  grandeur,  and  architectural  taste  as  ours. 
He  had  trod  their  carpeted  floors,  and, heard  their 
daughters  in  inspiring  song,  accompanied  by  the 
dee[),  melodious  tones  of  the  piano,  utter  the  glo- 
rious deeds  of  their  ancestors;  he  had  seen  as  much 
of  civilized  elegance  among  ihem  as  was  to  be  met 
anywhere;  their  libraries  of  hundreds,  tuid,  in  one 
case,  of  thousands  of  volumes.  Their  attachment 
to  the  graves  of  their  ancestors  was  such  as  to  lead 
them  to  refu.^e  to  go  west  of  the  Mississijipi,  and 
yet  the  larger  proportion  of  them  had  not,  under 
the  prr)viNions  of  the  constitution  of  .Mississippi, 
applied  for  citizenship  there.     A  few  of  lliem  had, 


however,  and  one  of  these  had  been  a  highly  re- 
spectable member  of  the  Senate  of  Mississippi  for 
several  years;  who  had  a  brother  residing  within 
forty  or  fifty  miles  of  the  capital  of  the  State;  a 
gentleman  of  highly-cultivated  mind,  of  generous 
feelings,  of  wealth,  whose  children  were  being  ed- 
ucated upon  a  scale  equal  to  that  of  the  wealthiest 
and  proudest  sons  and  daughters  of  our  own  peo- 
ple. 

The  foundation  of  the  great  share  of  this  im- 
provement he  ascribed  to  tlie  Choctaw  academy  in 
Kentucky.  Every  one  of  the  highly  educated  and 
respectable  Indians  whom  he  knew  had  been  edu- 
cated at  this  academy  of  Colonel  Johnson;  and 
they  had  returned  to  carry  back  civilization,  sci- 
ence, and  religion  to  their  tribes.  Until  they  them- 
selves complained  of  this  system  of  education, 
which  had  infused  so  much  respectability  into  their 
tribes,  he  was  opposed  to  adopting  a  provision  to 
terminate  it. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  reviewed  this  discussion,  to 
show  how  an  imputation  of  censure  would  fall 
UDon  the  management  of  the  Choctaw  academy, 
if  the  amendment  should  pass;  and  proceeded  to 
inquire  if  any  great  harm  could  arise  from  the  con- 
tinuance of  these  few  Choctaw  boys  at  their  acad- 
emy for  a  few  months  after  the  jiupils  of  the  other 
tribes  mierht  be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BOYD  (Mr.  M.  yielding)  said,  by  the  terms 
of  the  treaty  with  the  Pottawatomies,  it  was  pro- 
vided that  their  schools  should  all  be  transferred  to 
the  Indian  territory  on  the  first  of  July;  but  there 
was  also  a  provision  of  the  treaty  making  it  dis- 
cretionary with  the  Indians  to  withdraw  their  pu- 
pils or  not.  This  amendment  could  not  affect  the 
Pottawatomies,  because  the  proviso  made  an  ex- 
ception in  such  cases. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  read  the  treaty. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  resumed,  reiterating  that  all 
except  the  Choctaw  pupils  were;  to  be  removed  as 
above;  and,  of  course.  Colonel  Johnson  could  not 
•desire  the  continuance  of  the  institution  with  only 
the  few  pupils  remaining  from  the  Choctaws. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  McKAY 
and  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas, 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  added,  that  although  Colonel 
Johnson  and  himself  had  been  ever  on  opposite 
sides  of  political  questions,  still  he  would  not  re- 
fuse the  justification  he  so  well  deserved  with 
reference  to  this  school. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Kentucky,  again  stated  that  he 
could  see,  in  the  amendment,  no  imputation  against 
Colonel  Johnson;  and  no  injury  could  result  to 
hiiTi,  especially  if  the  proposition  offered  by  his 
colleague  [Mr.  French]  should  be  adojited.  If 
he  could  perceive,  in  the  proposition,  the  slightest 
imputation  against  the  character  of  that  gentleman, 
he  would  be  the  last  man  to  support  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  .Mississippi,  understood 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  to  be  against 
the  policy  of  supportins:  Indian  schools  outside  of 
the  Indian  territory.  But  to  show  the  reason  of 
his  opposition  to  the  amendment,  he  recited  the  his- 
tory of  this  academy,  which  was  established  by 
the  War  Department  in  1825,  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Colonel  Johnson.  The  Colonel  was 
merely  the  steward  of  the  public  funds,  and  no 
profit  whatever  had  accrued  to  him  by  means  of 
this  agency.  He  showed  that,latlerly,  this  school 
had  been  supported  principally  by  the  Pottawat- 
omies; and  though  they  now  proposed  to  with- 
draw their  pupils,  they  still  held  a  discretion  on 
the  part  of  the  council  of  their  tribe  to  do  so  or 
not.  There  was  a  bill  in  the  other  end  of  the  Cap- 
itol to  remunerate  Colonel  Johnson  for  the  build- 
ings which  he  has  erected  for  this  school.  Thi's 
showed  that  the  Colonel  desired  to  get  rid  of  the 
institution,  in  accordance  with  the  determination 
(o  wind  up  the  institution,  as  communicated  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  by  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  McKAY  had  always  (he  said)  been  in  fa- 
vor of  educating  the  Indian  tribes  in  their  own 
country;  but  he  would  not  now  detain  the  com- 
mittee by  enlarging  on  the  advantages  of  pursuing 
such  a  course.  He  was  glad  to  sec  this  policy  at 
last  adopted  by  the  Governirient.  But  if  the  poli- 
cy was  adopted,  gentlemen  said  where  was  the 
necessity  of  this  amendment?  To  this  Mr.  McK. 
would  reply.  Let  us  show  by  our  distinctive  act 
that  we  approve  of  this  policy  of  Ihc  Executive, 
which  has  been  so  Ion?  pressed  upon  him  by  the 
Indians  themselves.  When  this  question  was  up 
in  committee  a  few  days  ago,  he  took  occasion  to 
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say,  that  the  amendment  lie  had  moved  contained 
no  imputation  of  censure  at  all  against  Colonel 
Johnson.  He  appealed  to  the  War  Department  to 
suftport  his  averment,  that  for  years  he  had  Leen 
laboring  to  get  the  Executive  to  come  into  this 
measure.  How,  then,  could  it  be  supposed  that 
he  liad  any  particular  object  now,  like  that  of  cast- 
ing censure  upon  the  Clioctaw  academy?  He  had 
even  objected  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Sawyer,]  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  too  invidious  with  reference  to  the  Choctaw 
aca:demy;  and  his  amendment  was  but  a  modifica- 
tion of  that,  so  as  to  make  its  application  general. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  More- 
head]  tells  us,  that,  as  the  Choctaw  academy  was 
to  be  wound  up,  there  was  no  necessity  for  the 
amendment.  In  reply  to  this,  Mr.  McK.  would 
state  again,  what  he  had  stated  the  other  day,  that 
notwithstanding  the  determination  to  bring  this 
school  to  a  close,  he  understood  that  efforts  were 
still  made,  and  application  had  been  made  by  Col- 
onel Johnson  himself,  for  its  continuance.  It  was 
true,  he  did  not  learn  this  officially;  he  had  heard 
it  in-the  Indian  Office.  But  even  supposing  this 
rumor  to  be  untrue,  and  that  no  such  application 
had  ever  conte  from  Colonel  Johnson,  still  this 
amendment  would  have  the  effect  of  an  announce- 
ment to  the  Executive  that  Congress  approved  of 
the  determination  that  hereafter  the  money  appro- 
priated for  the  education  of  the  Indian  trib'es  should 
be  expended  in  their  own  country.  It  would  only 
force  the  Administration  to  do  that  which  they 
said  they  were  now  willing  to  do. 

Mr.  McK.  showed,  from  reading  the  report  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Afffiirs  for  the  year 
1840,  that  the  Choctaw  school  was  to  close  within 
two  years  from  that  time;  and,  to  avoid  the  failure 
of  such  a  determination  now,  he  desired  to  give  to 
the  proposition  to  terminate  this  school  the  author- 
ity and  the  sanction  of  Congress. 

Mr.  McK.  avowed  openly,  that  he  wished  all 
this  money  to  be  expended  in  the  Inc]ian  country. 
This  was  not  intended  as  any  prejudice  to  Colonel 
Johnson.  The  treaties  provided  that  the  money 
should  be  expended  in  the  Indian  tribes.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  the  Executive  alone  could  direct 
the  inanner  of  applying  this  money.  It  was  per- 
fectly competent  for  Congress.  Unless  where  a 
treaty  stipulated  to  the  contrary,  the  application  of 
expenditures  was  to  be  made  by  Congress.  But 
in  this  case,  there  appeared  to  be  a  concurrence  of 
opinion  between  the  Executive  and  Congress. 

Mr.  VINTON  appealed  to  the  committee  to 
allow  the  question  to  be  taken,  that  they  might 
dispose  of  this  bill  and  proceed  to  other  business. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  French  to  Mr.  McKay's  amendment,  and 
it  was  disagreed  to.  ^ 

Tlie  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  McKay,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  add  the  fol- 
lowing to  the  items  relating  to  the  Miamies  : 

"Protit/ed,  'J'liat  there  shall  be  paid  to  any  portion  of  tlie 
tribe  of  Miami  liidiarjs  now  remniniwj  in  tlie  State  of'Indi- 
aiia  buch  portion  ot'  the  annuiti'-s  and  iristalnienrs  above 
provided,  as  shall  be  the  proportion  of  said  annuities  and 
in.'talinents  to  which  said  members  of  the  tribe  remaining  in 
ludiaiia  may  be  entitled." 

Mr.  SMITH  explained  the  amendment. 

After  some  further  conversation  by  Messrs. 
THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  ROCKHILL,  and 
BARRINGER,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  the  following,  as  an  addi- 
tional section  : 

"  Sec.  3.  ^nd  beit  further  cnavlei!.  That  for  the  Indians 
cast  oC  the  Rocky  Mountains  there  shall  l)c  two  supprintond- 
ents  of  Indian  ati'airs,  with  a  compensation  each  of  $],.500 
per  annum,  to  have  the  general  superintendence,  under  tlie 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Aflairs,  of  such  tribes  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may  deem  proper,  and  whose  duties  and  powers  shall 
bi'  those  defined  in  tlie  third  section  of  the  act  of  June  30, 
1834,  providing  for  the  organization  of  the  department  of 
Indian  aflairs  ;  and  the  organization  prKscribcd  by  that  act 
tiliall  be  further  so  modified  that  the  number  of  agents  shall 
not  exceed  nine,  and  the  number  of  suliagents  six,  for  all 
the  Indians  east  of  the  Rocky  IVIonntaius,j;xcept  the  Indians 
of  Texas,  to  be  assiu'rn'd  to  the  cinirge  of  such  tribes  as  tlie 
Secretary  of  War,  wilh  the  approbation  of  the  President,  may 
prescribe,  whose  eomiietr^ation  each  shall  he  $1,200  for  the 
agents,  and  liir  the  sub-agents  $800  per  annum,  whose  pow- 
ers and  duties  shall  be  lliose  defined  and  prescribed  by  the 
said  act  of  June  30,  1834 :  Provuled,  That  whenever  the 
position  of  any  of  the  tribes,  or  our  relations  with  I  hem,  may 
jbecome  so  changed  as  to  require  it,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  may  so  far  exercise  the  power  conferred  by  the 
fifili  section  of  the  above-nientioTied  act  as  to  appoint  such 
addi  tional  sub-agents,  at  the  salary  herein  prescribed,  as  may 
btt  actually  necessary." 


1      Mr.  McK.  said,  this  was  a  proposition  adopted 

at  the  last  session,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs.     The  amendment 

[  limited  the  salary  of  the  superintendent  to  $1,500, 

and  the  sub-agents  to  $1,200.     He  read  the  report 

f  of  the  Commissioner.    The  wholeamountof  sav-ing 

by  the  amendment  would  be  $10,500. 
j      Mr.  VINTON  did  not  know  (he  said)  that  this 
I  arnendment  would  not  be  a  judicious  measure;  but 
it  was  out  of  place  in  this  bill,  and  would  seem  to 
I  require  an  investigation  before  the  proper  coinmit- 
i  tee.     This  was  not  a  bill  to  organize  public  offices, 
I  and  appoint  officers  and  regulate  them,  &c.;  but  a 
j  hill  to  carry  a  treaty  into  effect.    The  appropriation 
bills  should  be  kept  separate,  if  possible,  from  all 
other  legislation. 
j      Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  said,  there  was  no 
j  point  made  as  to  the  amendment  beins:  in  order; 
but,  if  in  order,  he  would  sustain  it.     There  were 
Indian  agencies  that  were  necessary.     This  meas- 
ure, which  would  be  sufficient  for  conducting  the 
affairs  of  the  Indians,  was  recommended  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs.   '  It  would  save 
the  appointment  of  eight  or  ten  agents. 

Mr.  McKAY  siiid,  the  difference  in  compensa- 
tion between  the  two  measures  would  be  about  ten 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  he  un- 
derstood this  measure  to  be  one  for  establishing  a 
new  system  in  regard  to  the  regulation  of  Indian 
affairs.  It  was  a  matter  that  should  be  proceeded 
in  with  great  caution.  The  system  might  require 
revision;  but  it  should  only  be  done  after  full  ex- 
amination. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.   BARRINGER   moved   the  following,   to 
come  in  at  the  end  of  the  first  section  : 

"  For  the  removal  of  the  Catawba  tribe  of  Indians,  now  in 
the  limits  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  to  the  Indian  conn- 
try  west  of  the  Missi-ssippi,  with  the  consent  of  said  tribe, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  a 
sum  not  exceeding  five  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  B.  advocated  his  amendment.  He  gave  a 
history  of  the  Catawba  tribe  of  Indians,  the  legis- 
lation of  South  Carolina  in  regard  to  them,  their 
settlement  in  that  State,  and  their  present  condition 
and  numbers.  He  insisted  on  the  justice  and  hu- 
manity of  this  appropriation  to  remove  them  from 
the  limits  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  authority  of 
this  Government  to  do  so. 

Mr.  SIMS  said  the  facts  were  correctly  stated 
by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  The  State 
of  South  Carolina  did  not  permit  the  Indians  to 
sell  the  land^  to  private  individuals.  They  had 
leased  them  on  long  leases.  The  State  had  bought 
out  these  leases,  after  the  number  of  the  tribe  had 
been  reduced  to  a  less  number  than  a  hundred. 
This  was  an  act  of  kindness  and, liberality  to  the 
tribe.  He  had  risen  merely  to  repel  any  supposi- 
tion of  unkindness  on  the  part  of  the  State  to  these 
people. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  stated  that  the  remnant  of 
Catawbas  were  desirous  of  removing  west,  to  join 
their  brethren ;  and  he  had  proposed  eight  thousand 
dollars  for  that  purpose;  but  he  would  reduce  the 
sum  to  five  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  McKAY  would  ask  his  colleague,  he  said, 
whether  this  remnant  of  a  tribe  were  not  citizens  of 
South  Carolina.  Besides,  if  they  were  removed, 
where  were  they  to  go.-"  It  had  been  usual  for  the 
Goverimient  to  provide  land  in  advance  of  the  re- 
moval of  Indians,  if  their  removal  was  to  be  pro- 
posed. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  said  it  belonged  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  Government  to  regulate  this  subject. 

Mr.  SIMS  had  no  doubt,  he  said,  of  the  benevo- 
lent intentions  that  dictated  this  proposition.  If 
we  interfered  in  this  matter,  it  would  bean  admis- 
sion that  these  Indians  were  under  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States,  and  not  under  that  of  the 
State  of  South  Carolina.  This  would  unsettle  titles 
derived  under  the  arrangement  between  the  State 
and  the  Catawba  Indians.  But  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  this  measure.  The  agent  of  the  State 
of  South  Carolina  had  funds  in  his  hands  to  re- 
move them  whenever  they  pleased.  They  were 
not  paupers.  The  State  had  provided  for  their 
wants;  and  they  were  not  to  be  considered  as  sub- 
ject to,  or  beneficiaries  of,  this  Government.  The 
last  information  he  had  on  this  subject  was,  that 
negotiations  were  going  on  to  provide  for  the  tribe 
a^lace  in  the  mountain  regions  nf  South  Carolina. 
On  both  of  these  grounds,  he  protested  against  the 
amendment.     It  would  be  an  unauthorized  assump- 


tion on  the  part  of  this  Government,  and  was  wholly 

unnecessary. 

Mt.  BARRINGER  did  not  doubt  the  right  nor 
the  ability  of  South  Carolina  to  take  care  of  these 
Indians.  But  the  Government  could  now  remove 
them  at  their  discretion,  without  interfering  with 
any  right  formerly  claimed  or  exercised  over  them 
by  the  State  of  South  Carolina.  They  had  peti- 
tioned Congress  to  connect  them  with  some  other 
tribe  of  Indians  in  the  west,  and  remove  them. 
They  were  entitled  to  this  degree  of  care  from  this 
Government,  besides  the  aid  which  they  would  re- 
ceive from  South  Carolina.  The  State  of  South 
Carolina  could  not  do  this,  because  she  would  re- 
quire a  treaty  with  an  Indian  tribe — the  Cherokeea 
or  the  Chickasaws. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  to  add  to  Mr.  Bar- 
ringer's  amendment  the  following  proviso: 

"  Provided,  That  no  portion  of  this  sum  shall  be  expended 
for  the  purpose  of  removing  said  Indians,  until  the  President 
shall  first  obtain  a  home  for  them  among  some  of  the  tribes 
west  of  the  MississippiTiver,  with  their  consent,  and  with- 
out any  charge  upon  the  Government." 

Mr.  BARRINGER  accepted  Mr.  Thompson's 
amendment. 

And  the  amendment  as  modified  was  then  agreed 
to. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  PHELPS  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded,  and,  under  its  operation,  the 
various  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  were  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and, 
bring  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  title  of  the  bill 
was  amended  by  adding  thereto  the  words  "  and 
for  other  purposes." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GAINES, 

Resolved,  That  a  select  comniiftee  be  appointed,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
"the  provisions  of  tlie  act  of  Congress  for  th(^  benefit  of  the 
surviving  ofjicers  and  soldiers  of  tlie  revolutionary  army," 
passed  on  the  7th  of  June,  I83J2,  so  as  to  embrace  those  who 
were  enga2ed,in  the  wars  of  the  United  States  which  occur- 
red between  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain  in  1783, 
and  the  treaty  of  Greenville,  with  the  Imlians,  in  1725;  and 
that  said  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise.    • 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WENT  WORTH, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  be  in- 
structed toinqiiire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  time 
for  payment  for  lands  claimed  under  any  of  the  preemption 
laws  to  three  years. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
MoNDAY,.Jl/arc/i  27,  1848. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United"  States,  transmitting  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  with  accompanying  documents, 
in  compliance  witli  a  re.?olution  of  the  17th  instant, 
asking  for  copies  of  the  correspondence  between 
the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  London  and 
the  British  authorities  in  relation  to  a  postal  ar- 
rangement. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  communication   from   the  Department  of  War, 
transmitting  fifty-eight  copies  of  the  Army  Regis- 
ter. 
RESOLUTIONS  OF  STATE  LEGISLATURES^. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  joint  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Michigan,  relative  to  reimbursing 
the'State  for  fitting  out  the  first  regiment  of  Michi- 
gan volunteer  infajatry;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  • 

Also,  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  a  military 
road  frorn  Green,  on  Lake  Michigan,  to  Lake  Su- 
perior; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Also,  in  relation  to  a  grant  of  alternate  sections 
of  land  in  aid  of  internal  improvements  in  the 
State  of  Michigan;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  in  relation  to  a  grant  of  land  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  State  asylum  for  the  insane  and  deaf  and 
dumb;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FOOTE  presented  resolutions  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  in  relation  to  the  condition  of  the 
second  Mississippi  rides  and  the  battalion  in  New- 
Orleans;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Also,  in  relation  to  drugs  and  chemicals  adulter- 
ated and  sent  into  the  United  States ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
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Also,  in  relation  to  relinquisliing  the  ]6th  sec- 
tion, and  to  be  allowed  to  select  other  lands;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  .TOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  joint 
resolution  in  favor  of  appropriating  public  land  to 
make  a  railroad  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Pacific; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  from  Captain  Reed 
and  owners  of  the  privateer  General  Armstrong, 
asking  for  indemnity  from  the  Portuguese  Govern- 
ment for  the  destruction  of  that^vessel  by  the  Brit- 
ish at  Fayal  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Also,  from  Benjamin  S.  Henning,  in  relation  to 
a  railroad  communication  connecting  the  waters  of 
the  Mississippi  with  the  Pacific;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Also,  from  Francis  Hutinack,  asking  for  a  pen- 
sion; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  YULEE  presented  additional  papers  in  the 
case  of  Jonathan  Tyner;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  ALLEiN^  presented  a  petition  from  John  A. 
Bryan,  asking  compensation  for  negotiating  a  trea- 
ty with  the  Wyandot  Indians  in  Ohio;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Louisiana,  askins:  the  establishment  of  a  judicial 
district  north  of  Red  river;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BAGBY,  on  leave,  reported  a  bill  to  cede  to 
the  State  of  Alabama  the  lands  unsold  in  that  State 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  remaining  un- 
sold after  the  first  day  of  May,  1848,  and  for  other 
purposes;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BAGBY  said,  that  in  bringing  forward 
this  billfhe  had  two  objects  in  view:  The  first 
wa"s,  to  terminate  the  unpieasantand  embarrassing 
relation  of  landlord  and  tenant,  between  the  Stateof 
Alabama  and  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
The  first  section  of  the  bill  proposes  to  cede  to  the 
Slate  of  Alabama  all  the  public  lands  lying  in  that 
State,  and  remaining  unsold,  on  the  first  day  of 
May  next,  exempting  from  the  operation  of  the 
bill,  preemption  rights,  the  right  to  reservations 
under  the  Indian  treaties,  and  grants  under  treaties 
with  foreign  nations.  The  records  of  the  treasury 
show  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  in  Alabama  exceed  by  several  millions  of 
dollars  the  amount  paid  for  the  territory  lying 
within  the  limits  of  that  State  to  foreign  nations, 
for  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title,  and  all 
the  expenses  of  surveying  and  selling  the  land. 

The  second  section  cedes  to  the  States  all  the 
land  lying  within  their  respective  limits,  so  soon  as 
it  is  ascertained,  from  the  returns  in  the  Treasury 
Department,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
lands  in  such  States  have  reimbursed  the  General 
Government  for  all  the  expenses,  as  indicated  in 
the  first  section  of  the  bill.  Thus  the  Senate  will 
perceive,  that  the  ground  upon  which  this  system 
forthe  extinction  of  the  title  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  public  land  lying  in  the  different  States  of 
the  Union,  is,  that  the  Government  shall  have 
been  reimbursed  tha  purchase  money  and  all  the 
expenses  incident  to  the  public  lands  in  those 
States. 

This,  in  itself,  is,  in  my  judgment,  a  considera- 
tion of  very  great  weight,  entirely  sufficient  not 
only  to  authorize,  but  to  demand  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  In  addition  to  this  high  and  weighty  con- 
sideration of  a  general  nature,  there  is  another,  but 
little  inferior  in  importance;  and  that  is,  the  con- 
stant practice  of  niakint;  appropriations  of  the  pub- 
lic land  to  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  in 
violation  of  the  constitutionid  power  of  Congress, 
and  in  direct  conflict  with  the  rights  of  the  States, 
and,  as  I  believe,  the  true  interest  of  the  people.  I 
do  not  propose  to  go  at  length  into  these  views 
now.  I  ask  that  the  bill  may  be  twice  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
upon  the  coming  in  of  their  report,  I  shall,  with  the 
permission  of  the  Senate,  pcrha[)3  give  my  views 
more  at  length. 

The  bill  was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 


REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  DICKINSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, reported,  without  amendment,  a  bill  to  es- 
tablish a  branch  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  States 
in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  to 
be  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  G.  Carson; 
which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on  Pat- 
ents, reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Calvin 
Emmons,  with  amendments,  accompanied  by  an 
elaborate  report;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RUSK,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial 
of  Joshua  Shaw. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi, 
Resolved,  That  Mr.  Palmer  be  authorized  to  make  such 
alteration  and  addition  to  his  memoir  on  the  produotion,  re- 
sources, and  capabilities  for  commerce  of  Siberia,  Manelioo- 
ria,  &c.,  presented  in  the  Senate  on  the  8th  instant,  as  he 
may  consider  requisite,  in  order  to  render  the  same  more 
full  and  compreiiensive;  and  also  to  append  a  condensed 
litboijraphed  outline  of  the  coast  of  Northern  Asia  and  the 
adjacent  i-lands,  the  incidental  charges  attending  the  same 
to  be  defrayed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  YULEE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  inquire 
whether  the  present  naval  establishment  meets  all  the  re- 
quirements for  const  defence;  whether  any  description  of 
vessels  better  adapted  to  that  purpose  can  be  added  to  the 
naval  armament  with  advantage  to  the  public  interest ;  and 
whether  any  and  wliat  portion  of  the  vessels  now  belonging 
to  the  navy  can  be  dispensed  witli. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  YULEE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  he  directed 
to  prepare  and  report  to  the  Senate  a  statement,  in  con- 
tinuation of  Senate  docuinent  No.  7,  seeond  session  twenty- 
third  Con,i;ress,  showing  the  amount  of  hospital  money  ivhich 
has  been  received  at  each  of  the  custom-houses  of  the  United 
States  in  each  year  from  1833  to  the  30th  June,  1847,  inclu- 
sive, and  the  amounts  which  have  been  expended  in  eacli 
year  in  each  district  for  tlie  same  period. 

LAWS   OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
following: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  be  instructed 
to  inquire  info  the  expediency  of  making  provision  for  the 
purchase  and  distribution  of'  copies  of  laws  of  the  present 
and  future  sessions  of  Congress,  as  they  shall  be  published 
by  Little  &  Brown,  of  Boston,  in  the  manner  of  their  edition 
of  the  statutes  of  the  United  States,  and  according  to  the 
sample  which  they  have  furnished  of  the  laws  of  the  last 
session,  and  laid  upon  the  table  of  the  Senate. 

In  offering  this  resolution, 

Mr.  DAVIS  took  occasion  to  make  some  re- 
marks in  reference  to  the  value  of  the  edition  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  had  been  ex- 
ecuted by  these  publishers;  and  that  as  the  work 
alluded  to  in  the  resolution,  and  of  which  he  had  a 
cofiy  before  him,  was  got  up  in  the  same  style,  it 
would  be,  he  thought,  much  more  acceptable  than 
the  uncouth  edition  which  had  been  usually  pub- 
lished, while  the  expense  was  not  much  greater 
than  that  of  the  latter. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  directed  the  attention  of  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  to  the  fact  that  in  the 
publication  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  by 
Little  and  Brown,  a  very  important  defect  existed 
which  he  hoped  the  publishers  would  remedy. 
There  was  no  reference  in  the  index  to  upwards  of 
thirty  private  laws.  It  was  quite  a  serious  defect, 
and  had  led  one  of  the  committees  to  report  a  bill 
providing  for  a  case  which  had  already  been  made 
the  subject  of  legal  enactment. 

Mr.  DAVIS  did  not  know  anything  of  such  a 
defect,  but  no  doubt  the  fact  was  correctly  stated 
by  the  Senator.  The  publishers  would,  he  was 
quite  confident,  remedy  any  such  defect. 

The  resolution  having  been  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  was  agreed  to. 

On  motionofMr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  the 
Senate  postponed  the  previous  orders  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  up  the  bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of 
Louisiana  certain  public  lanils,  for  internal  im- 
provement. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  remarked,  that  as  he  would  be 
compelled  to  leave  the  city  to-morrow,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  domestic  calamity,  he  trusted  that  the 
Senate  would  oblige  him  by  allowing  the  bill  to  be 
acted  upon  at  once. 

Mr.  BAGBY  was  sorry  that  he  could  not  yield 
to  the  request  of  the  honorable  Senator.  The  bill 
cont'iined,  as  he  apprehended,  a  principle  to  which 
he  entcriained  decided  hostility.  He  could  not 
consent  that  the  bill  nhould  be  allowed  to  pass 
without  expressing  his  opposition  to  it;  much  less 


could  he  suffer  it  to  pass  without  the  usual  forms 
of  legislation.  It  was  an  attempt  to  do  indirectly 
that  whicTi  he  had  contended  tlirouijhout  his  whole 
public  life  could  not  be  done  directly.  Entertain- 
ing such  views,  it  would  be  perceived  that  he 
could  not  consent  to  the  request  of  the  Senator 
from  Louisiana. 

Mr.  DIX  inquired  whether  the  bill  had  been 
taken  up. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  replied  that  the 
bill  was  before  the  Senate  and  was  open  to  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  DIX  then  remarked  that  he  had  not  heard 
the  question  put  on  taking  up  the  bill. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  said  that  it  might  be  all 
right,  but  he  thought  the  procedure  somewh"at 
singular. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  observed  that  the  bill  had  been 
submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  at 
the  session  before  last,  and  had  been  amended. 
The  evidence  before  the  committee  was  quite  con- 
clusive that  the  land  was  of  little  or  no  value,  and 
that  great  public  interests  would  be  subserved  by 
making  the  grant.  The  committee  unanimously 
concurred  in  reporting  the  bill;  and  he  believed 
that  there  was  no  substantial  reason  against  its 
passage. 

Mr.  BAGBY  said,  that  to  his  mind  the  objec- 
tions were,  at  all  events,  fundamental  and  conclu- 
sive. The  honorable  Senator  from  Louisiana  put 
the  bill  on  the  ground  that  the  land  was  in  the  first 
instance  to  be  appropriated  to  the  State,  and  after- 
wards to  the  railroad  company,  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  their  road.  Where,  then,  was  the 
difference  in  interposing  the  State  as  the  conduit 
through  which  the  grant  was  to  be  given,  and 
making  it  directly.'  It  was  remarked  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Arkansas  that  the  land  was  of  little  or 
no  value.  How  had  it  happened,  then,  that  it  was 
sought  by  the  State,  and  afterwards  by  the  railroad 
company.'  How  could  it  contribute  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  road.'  He  denied  that  any  benefit 
had  ever  resulted  to  the  treasury  from  these  grants 
of  land,  and  asked  those  who  thought  otherwise 
to  point  to  any  statistics  which  presented  to  the 
contrary. 

Mr.  DOWNS  said,  he  believed  it  had  been  cus- 
tomary to  make  such  grants  of  land  in  other  States; 
and  if  his  recollection  was  correct,  a  series  of  reso- 
lutions had  been  offered,  which  would  come  up 
hereafter  for  discussion,  and  it  would  then  be  a 
more  favorable  time  to  discuss  the  subject  than  at 
present.  He  hoped,  then,  that  as  this  was  a  mat- 
ter in  which  so  many  interests  were  involved,  there 
would  be  no  further  opposition  to  the  passage  of 
the  bill.  There  was,  as  gentlemen  had  said,  a  plan 
for  a  railroad  from  New  Orleans  to  the  Gulf,  to 
facilitate  the  communication  with  the  sea,  and  the 
company  had  obtained  the  privilege  of  running 
their  road  through  the  property  of  private  indi- 
viduals, but  they  had  no  authority  for  passing 
through  the  domain  belonging  to  the  United  States. 
It  was  a  matter  of  small  value  to  this  Government, 
but  of  much  importance  to  that  part  of  the  country; 
and  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  all  objection  would 
be  withdrawn. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  remarked,  that  when  he  had 
characterized  the  public  lands  there  as  being  of  no 
value,  he  meant  by  it  that  they  were  of  no  value 
unitnproved.  According  to  the  evidence  before 
the  committee,  it  appeared  that  the  lands  were  sit- 
uated in  a  swamp,  and  that  there  was  no  settle- 
ment in  the  neighborhood;  that  the  location  was 
desirable  as  the  termination  of  this  railroad,  and 
that  this  improvement  might  make  them  valuable. 
When  this  bill  was  originally  introduced,  it  pro- 
posed to  make  the  grant  to  the  railroad  company. 
The  committee,  however,  were  not  disposed  to 
make  the  grant  to  the  company,  but  they  were 
disposed  to  make  the  grant  to  the  State,  as  a  por- 
tion of  the  land  the  State  was  rightfully  entitled  to, 
and  inasmuch  as  other  States  had  received  similar 
grants.  All  sovereignties  were  equal,  and  he  could 
not  conceive  how  it  could  be  just  and  proper  for 
Ohio  and  Indiana  to  receive  "four  or  five  times  as 
much  as  other  States  of  the  Union  out  of  the  pub- 
lic domain.  It  seemed  to  him,  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment adopted  the  principle  of  making  grants  of 
lands  to  States,  these  grants  should  be  equal.  It 
was  not  proposed  that  the  Government  should 
construct  works  of  internal  improvement:  it  was 
increly  proposed  to  make  a  grant  to  the  Slate  to 
aid  her  in  making  works  for  internal  imjirovement, 
as  other  States  had  received  similar  grants.     Thia 
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was  the  view  which  had  influenced  the  commit- 

Mr.  ATHERTON  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid 
on  the  table  for  the  present,  in  "order  to  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  special  order  of  the  day. 

The  question  was  taken,  and,  on  division,  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative:  Ayes  19,  noes  12. 

Mr.  BAGBY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of 
the  Senate,  on  Friday  last,  on  the  passage  of  a  bill 
granting  a  pension  to  Patrick  Walker;  and  the 
consideration  of  the  motion  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authoriz- 
ing a  loan  of  sixteen  millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  NILES  rose,  and  said  he  had  no  wish  to 
delay  the  ]Dassage  of  the  bill;  but  as  there  would 
probably  be  no  other  which  would  afford  so  good 
an  opportunity,  he  desired  to  say  a  few  words  at 
this  time.  He  regarded  it  the  duty  of  this  Senate, 
if  it  could  not  originate  revenue  bills,  to  examine 
into  the  condition  of  our  finances,  in  order  to  see 
in  what  state  we  are  likely  to  be  after  one  or  two 
more  fiscal  years.  He  desired  to  ask  the  Senator 
who  represented  the  Treasury  on  that  floor,  as  he 
intended  to  vote  for  this  bill,  if  any  other  measures 
were  to  be  proposed  during  the  session? 

Mr.  ATHERTON  replied,  that  he  was  not 
aware  of  any  other. 

Mr.  NILES  said,  that  this  bill,  then,  must  be 
considered  the  measure  of  the  session.  In  that 
view,  he  thought  it  would  fall  short  of  the  wants 
of  the  treasury.  He  referred  to  the  statements 
which  had  been  made  on  former  occasions,  to  in- 
duce Congress  to  act  on  and  pass  bills  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  treasury,  and  averred,  that  as  they  were 
not  borne  out  by  the  facts,  and  were  therefore 
little  calculated  to  inspire  confidence  in  treasury 
statements,  he  would  vote  for  this  bill  because  he 
presumed  it  was  necessary  for  the  Government. 

The  only  question,  then,  was  as  to  the  form  in 
which  the  relief  should  be  granted.  He  was  aware 
that  in  some  quarters  treasury  notes  altogether,  or 
a  certain  mixture  of  them,  was  considered  the  best 
mode.  But  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
direct  loan  was,  after  all,  the  best.  A  loan,  paid  in  in 
specie,  was,  after  all,  perhaps  the  best  form  which, 
under  the  circumstances,  could  be  devised.  In 
former  instances,  loans  had  been  advanced,  which 
were  paid  in  paper;  and  during  the  war  with  Great 
Britain,  great  depreciation  had  taken  place,  to  the 
amount  of  fifty  per  cent,  or  more.  By  the  change 
of  system  which  had  taken  place  since  the  passage 
of  the  sub-treasury  law,  loans  could  be  effected 
without  disturbing  the  currency  of  the  country. 
He  felt  proud  of  the  part  which  lie  had  contributed 
towards  the  passage  of  that  law.  Had  the  money 
received  by  the  Government  since  that  period, 
passed  into  banks,  the  loss  to  the  public  would 
have  been  very  great,  perhaps  fifty  per  cent.,  the 
currency  would  have  been  unsettled,  and  a  ficti- 
tious value  given  to  all  kinds  of  produce.  It  would 
have  been  two  years  after  the  termination  of  the 
war  before  the  commerce  of  the  country  could 
recover  a  healthy  tone.  All  this  could  now  be 
'avoided,  owing  to  the  operation  of  the  independent 
treasury,  which  separated  the  Government  from 
the  banks;  which  he  knew  was  an  odious  measure 
to  his  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the  Chamber, 
who  would  probably,  if  they  came  into  power, 
overthrow  it.  He  warned  them,  however,  not  to 
put  down  a  system  which  had  been  found  to  work 
60  well. 

He  regarded  our  finances  as  now  in  a  sound 
condition.  We  had  made  no  provision  for  the 
extraordinary  expenses  of  the  war.  The  revenue 
Jias  not  been  regulated  with  that  view.  It  had 
been  asserted  that  the  tariff  of  1846  would  be  more 
productive  than  the  tariff  of  1842.  He  was  not  of 
that  opinion.  The  extraoalinary  expenses  of  the 
war  had  been  provided  for  by  loans. 

He  referred  to  the  time  when  the  surplus  reve- 
nue had  caused  us  some  perplexity.  The  Senator 
from  Missouri  had  contended  that  we  had  no  sur- 
plus, and,  in  fact,  it  turned  out  that  he  was  correct; 
for  the  surplus  was  nothing  more  than  an  anticipa- 
tion of  the  revenue.  Between  18.33  and  1842,  our 
customs  jiresented  a  deficiency  of  fifty  millions;  yet 
we  were  called  on  to  distribute  the'Surf)lus  revenue. 
There  was  a  deficiency  in  our  means  derivable  from 
the  customs,  which  was  supplied  by  the  extraordi- 
nary speculative  fsales  of  public  lands,  amounting 


in  three  years  to  above  forty -five  millions,  and  other 
sources. 

In  the  year  1842  our  revenue  exceeded  our  ex- 
penditures; and  at  the  commencement  of  the  war 
we  had  a  surplus  in  the  treasury.  He  remarked 
on  the  instability  of  our  legislation,  which  had  al- 
ways kept  our  revenue  in  a  fluctuating  state.  He 
imagined  the  case  of  an  individual  in  a  high  state 
of  health,  who  was  alarmed  into  the  idea  that  he 
was  in  danger  of  apoplexy,  and  who  placed  him- 
self under  the  charge  of  a  physician,  who  first  tried 
the  stimulating  process,  administering  bark,  wine, 
&c.;  still  the  patient,  robust  as  he  appeared,  was 
considered  as  in  imminent  danger,  and  the  physi- 
cian changed  his  practice,  and  resorted  to  purging 
and  all  the  various  modes  of  blood-letting.  Then 
came  on  a  new  set  of  physicians,  who  returned  to 
the  stimulating  process;  and  then  another,  who  in- 
troduced the  homoeopathic  system.  Thatsystem, 
he  thought,  would  not  be  successful  in  relation  to 
our  financial  matters.  He  did  not  fall  in  with  a 
prevalent  error,  that  the  lower  you  reduce  duties 
the  greater  revenue  would  you  derive  from  them. 

In  order  to  come  to  a  right  conclusion  as  to  our 
condition,  we  must  take  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures of  the  year,  and  see  how  far  the  latter  exceed 
the  former.  He  then  read  from  some  statistical 
statements  which  he  held  in  his  hand,  to  show  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  for  several  fiscal  years 
past.  The  treasury  reports  give  no  correct  idea  of 
the  results.  They  give  the  disbursements  of  the 
year,  and  these  were  very  different  from  the  ex- 
penditures. He  reviewed  the  estimates  of  the 
present  year,  which  he  regarded  as  not  entirely  to 
be  relied  on.  The  estimates  of  revenue  he  consid- 
ered too  high.  Of  the  expenditures  he  could  not 
speak. 

Looking  to  the  future,  he  added  thirty  millions 
to  the  sixty-eight  millions  of  present  debt,  making 
a  total  of  ninety-eight  millions  at  the  end  of  the 
present  fiscal  year.  Should  the  war  terminate  now, 
it  will  be  all  very  well;  but  if  not,  our  condition  at 
the  end  of  the  next  fiscal  year  will  be  more  per- 
plexing. He  viewed  it  as  certain  that  the  revenue 
from  the  tariff  would  fall  off,  and  that  our  condition 
would,  at  the  end  of  the  next  year,  be  less  favor- 
able than  it  is  at  present.  The  balance  of  trade 
against  us  at  the  end  of  the  present  year  would  be 
from  twenty»five  to  thirty  millions;  and  this  must 
be  paid  out  of  the  exports  of  the  next  year.  And 
we  must  expect  a  greater  falling  off  next  year.  He 
referred  to  a  statement  sent  to  him  by  a  commer- 
cial friend  in  New  York,  relative  to  the  change 
which  had  taken  place  in  our  exports  of  grain  (corn 
and  flour)  since  last  year,  showing  a  prodigious 
decline  in  this  trade  during  the  last  six  months — a 
difference  of  about  twenty  millions.  It  was  clear, 
therefore,  that  all  estimates  founded  on  the  basis  of 
acontinuation  of  the  prosperous  state  of  our  export 
trade  of  last  year  must  be  entirely  fallacious.  Not 
only  had  the  amount  of  our  exports  been  dimin- 
ished, but  the  decline  in  the  price  of  the  bread- 
stufls  was  as  much  deserving  of  our  attention. 

He  then  referred  to  the  decline  in  our  cotton 
trade.  He  asserted  that  the  Liverpool  merchants 
had  the  control  of  the  cotton  markets  of  the  world, 
and  that  they  used  their  power  as  their  interests 
demanded.  By  striking  down  our  exports,  they 
produce  a  greater  balance  in  their  own  favor,  and 
by  collusion  with  the  Bank  of  England,  they  can 
always  do  this.  Our  staple  is  thus  diminished  in 
value  and  in  amount,  and  this  must  have  its  effect 
on  our  trade  hereafter. 

As  a  remedy,  we  should  increase  our  manufac- 
tures of  the  staple  at  home,  and  supply  foreign 
markets  with  the  fabric  instead  of  the  raw  mate- 
rial. 

At  present,  every  interest  in  our  country  is  ar- 
rested; and,  instead  of  the  hopes  and  expectations 
which  some  time  since  encouraged  those  who  are 
engaged  in  the  different  branches  of  enterprise,  all 
are  now  engaged  in  calculating  how  they  are  to 
live.  It  was  so  in  the  navigating  interest,  and  it 
was  so  in  the  agricultural  and  planting  interests. 
The  diminution  in  the  value  of  wheat,  flour,  corn, 
&c.,  has  destroyed  the  high  expectations  of  the 
country.  The  aggregate  loss  to  the  agricultural 
interest  by  the  decline  is  already  nearly  two  hun- 
dred millions.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
committed  a  great  mistake  in  founding  his  esti- 
mates on  the  supposition  that  the  increased  de- 
mand for  our  products  would  continue. 

He  considered  the  theory  of  the  Secretary,  that 
imports  govern  exports,  as  altogether  unsound ,  and 


unsupported  by  our  experience.  It  does  not  ne- 
cessarily follow  that  if  you  increase  your  imports 
an  increase  of  exports  will  follow. 

Remarking  on  the  decline  which  had  taken  place 
in  the  value  of  cottons,  and  iron,  and  other  im- 
ports— about  twenty-five  per  cent. — he  ridiculed 
the  idea  of  the  Secretary,  that  the  evil  to  the  rev- 
enuewould  be  cured  by  an  increase  of  the  imports; 
and  insisted  that  it  could  be  only  remedied  by 
other  modes,  because  it  must  be  apparent  that  im- 
ports might  increase  beyond  the  demand  for  con- 
sumption. 

He  desired  to  know  how  the  debt  was  to  be 
paid.  It  could  not  be  paid  out  of  a  deficient  rev- 
enue. Abel  Handy,  in  the  play,  when  the  house 
was  on  fire,  was  asked  why  he  did  not  get  out  of 
it?  He  replied,  he  was  thinking  about  it;  but  he 
thought  it  better  to  wait  awhile,  and  see  if  it  would 
not  go  out  of  itself.  Our  treasury  is  not  on  fire,  but 
it  is  deficient;  and  we  seem  to  be  thinking  about 
it,  and  waiting  to  see  if  it  will  not  pay  itself.  As 
to  loans,  he  would  not  rely  on  them  to  pay  the 
debt.  He  would  prefer  an  income  tax  to  this  con- 
stant borrowing  of  money.  He  foresaw,  that  un- 
less some  other  provision  should  be  made  to  pay 
the  debt,  the  time  would  corne  when  it  would  be 
found  necessary  to  impose  a  much  higher  tariff 
than  we  have  ever  yet  had. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  made  some  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  Mr.  NiLEs. 

Mr.  NILES  briefly  defended  his  positions. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  asked  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  whether,  if  the 
affaire  of  the  war  were  wound  up  to-morrow,  in 
his  opinion  we  should  not  have  a  debt  of  one  hun- 
dred millions? 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  he  could  not  say;  it  de- 
pended on  many  contingencies. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON,  the  bill  was 
amended  so  as  to  embrace  a  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  and  interest. 

Mr.  PHELPS  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved 
that  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to.  • 

On  motion  of  Mr^  HANNEGAN,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness.    After  some  time,  the  doors  were  reopened, 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  March  28,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  COCKE  rose,  and  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  of  yesterday  by  which  the  House 
agreed  to  a  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Gaines, 
for  the  appointment  of  a  select  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  provis- 
ions of  the  act  of  Congress  for  the  benefit  of  the  . 
surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary 
army,  passed  on  the  7th  of  June,  1832,  so  as  to 
embrace  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  wars  of 
the  United  States  which  occurred  between  the 
treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  in  1783,  and 
the  treaty  of  Greenville  with  the  Indians,  in  1795, 
and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  He  was  un- 
derstood to  say,  that  he  moved  the  reconsideration 
because  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
had  the  subject  now  under  consideration,  and  thus 
to  take  it  froim  them  would  be  discourteous. 

Mr.  GALNES  opposed  the  motion  to  reconsider. 
He  was  not  aware  that  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions  had  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion when  he  made  his  motion,  but  he  saw  no 
reason  why  a  select  committee  should  not  consider 
and  report  on  the  subject. 

Some  ejcplanations  were  made  by  Mr.  STUART, 
of  Michigan,  and  Mr.  COCKE. 

Mr.  PALFREY  then  rose  and  said  he  was  not 
sufliciently  acquainted  with  the  merits  involved  in 
the  pending  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, but  he  rose  to  protest  against  the  position 
assumed  by  that  gentleman,  that  a  motion  to  refer 
a  matter  to  a  select  committee  was  discourteous  to 
anystanding committee.  It  might  be  ihataslandi.ng 
committee,  for  reasons  satisfactory  to  itself,  would 
not  report  on  some  subject  of  great  importance, 
or  even  act  upon  it.  It  was,  therefore,  no  discour- 
tesy to  such  committee  to  move  the  reference  of 
the  subject  to  a  committee  that  would  act  upon  it. 
He  understood  it  to  be  a  principle  ot'iiarliainentary 
law,  that  subjects  siiould  be  referred  to  committees 
that  wer&  favorable  to  them;  and  he  denired  to  try 
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gentlemen  by  their  own  standard,  to  which  he 
understood  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr. 
SxrAnr]  to  assent. 

Mr.  DUER  moved  the  previous  question;  and, 
there  being  a  second,  the  resolution  was  reconsid- 
ered, and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  presented  the  memorial  of  Asa 
Whitney,  praying  liiat  a  tract  of  public  land,  of 
sixty  miles  in  width,  along  the  line  of  his  contem- 
plated railroad  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  may  be  set  apart  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  said  road.     Referred  to  a  select  commiliee. 

OREGON  BILL. 

Mr.  WEXTWORTH  called  for  the  special  or- 
der, being  the  bill  to  establish  the  Territorial  Gov- 
ernment of  Oregon. 

Mr.  C.  B.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  said  he  was  in- 
structed by  the  Committee  on  Territories  to  ask 
the  Hou.se  to  postpone  the  specinl  order  for  one 
week.  The  reason  for  which  they  made  the  re- 
quest was,  that  the  documents  in  this  case  had  not 
yet  been  printed,  and  they  desired  a  [lostponeiYient 
until  the  printed  copies  of  the  report  cotdd  be  ob- 
tained.    He  moved  a  postponement  accordingly. 

Mr.WEN'TWORTH  objected;  and,  on  his  mo- 
tion, the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  King, 
of  Georgia,  in  the  chair,)  and  proceed(rd  to  the 
consideration  of  tiie  special  order,  being  the  bill  to 
establish  a  Territorial  Government  in  Oregon. 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
thereto  the  several  additional  sections  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  WICK  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  by 
inserting  after  the  words  "west  of  the  summit  of 
the  Rocky  Mountains,"  the  words  "north  of  the 
forty-second  degree  of  north  latitude." 

Mr.  GAYLE  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
etriking  out  the  first  section. 

Having  made  this  motion,  Mr.  G.  left  his  seat, 
and  ascended  the  tribune,  and  having  there  made 
some  preliminary  remarks  touching  the  reason 
wiiich  indnccd  him  to  take  this  new  position,  viz: 
the  comjjarative  ease  of  being  heard  in  all  parts  of 
the  House,  lie  said  he  had  to  propose  to  the  com- 
mittee a  comproiTiise:  the  written  Sfieech  he  held 
in  his  hand  would  occupy  about  forty  minutes  in 
the  delivery,  and  if  the  members  of  the  House  were 
content  to  give  him  their  quiet  attention  for  lliat 
length  of  time,  he  would  confine  himself  to  his 
manuscript;  but,  if  not,  he  must  lay  aside  his  writ- 
ten speech  and  address  them  without  it,  in  which 
case  he  sfiould  claim  to  occupy  his  full  hour. 

[Lauiriuer,  and  cries  of  "Agreed,  agreed."} 

Mr.  GAYLE.  Then  it  is  a  bargain;  but  as  soon 
as  you  become  restless,  I  shall  consider  that  as  a 
breach  of  the  agreement,  and  lay  down  my  manu- 
script. 

Mr.  G.  then  proceeded.  The  position  I  shall 
assume  and  attempt  to  maintain  is,  that  Congress 
has  no  power  to  organize  what  is  called  a  territo- 
rial government,  by  ordinance  or  otherwise;  nor 
has  Congress  the  power  to  pass  laws  for  the  peo- 
ple of  the  territories  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  to  encounter  at  the  threshold  an  objection 
of  no  intrinsic  weight,  but  not  the  less  formidable 
on  that  account. 

It  ha.s  been  the  practice  of  the  Government,  froim 
an  early  jieriod,  to  pass  these  laws.  Indeed,  all 
the  territories  which  have  been  admitted  into  the 
Union  as  Stales  have  been  governed,  either  remotely 
or  directly,  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  It 
will  be  urged  that  this  practice,  that  these  prece- 
dents, are  of  too  long  standing,  too  frequent,  and 
too  well  established,  to  be  now  questioned. 

Precedents  are  of  great  authority  in  the  Engli.sh 
ParliatniMil.  They  are  considered  as  forming  the 
settled  law  of  that  body;  but  in  this  country  they 
cnn  of  themselves  exert  no  inlluence  when  they 
come  in  conllict  with  ijie  Constitution,  nor  can 
they  in  any  degree  assist  in  leading  the  mind  to  a 
correct  iiuerprelation  of  that  instrument.  A  prece- 
dent contains  no  reasoning  or  argument.  It  is 
only  a  conclusion  settled  ui)on  by  those  who  desire 
to  establish  it. 

This  precedential  doctrine  is  the  most  pernicious 
and  dangerous  that  has  ever  been  introduced  into 
the  deliberations  of  Congress;  and  if  the  reverence 
which  is  manifested  for  it  be  not  diminished,  it 
will  change  the  form  of  our  Goveriiiiiciii.  Look, 
eir,  fur  a  moment,  at  the  interpolatioud  it  has  al- 
ready introduced  into  the  Constitution^  It  hus 
given  to  the  Pregident  the  power  to  capriciously 


dismiss  from  office  any  citizen,  however  capable, 
honest,  and  trustworthy.  It  has  given  to  iheit 
functionary  the  power  to  control  the  public  money 
in  defiance  of  pul)lic  law.  I*  has  given  to  him  the 
right  to  mingle  in  the  debates  of  Congress,  and, 
by  way  of  preiiminence,  his  speeches  are  placed 
on  the  Journal  and  printed  at  the  public  expense. 
It  has  given  him  the  power  to  reproach  Congress 
for  any  resolution  they  may  adopt  to  check  and 
i  restrain  him  in  his  usurpations  of  power.  It  has 
j  given  Congress  the  power  to  expunge,  erase,  and 
I  destroy  the  Journals  of  its  own  proceedings.  And 
I  now,  sir,  at  this  session,  it  is  sought  to  establish  a 
precedent  that  will  confer  on  the  President  the 
power  to  make  war,  and  to  select  the  theatre  for 
the  operations  of  our  armies  contrary  to  the  will 
and  directions  of  Congress.  Now,  sir,  these  in- 
novations are  practically  parts  of  the  Constitution, 
and  unless  the  right  to  question  them  be  recog- 
nized, (hey  will  forever  remain  so. 
'  It  is  a  curious  and  remarkable  fact,  that  most  of 
these  usurpations — for  they  are  indefensible  usur- 
pations— are  advocated  by  that  great  party  in  our 
country  who  claim  to  be  the  exclusive  champions  of 
the  Constitution,  and,  par  excellence,  the  exclusive 
advocates  of  a  strict  construction  of  that  instru- 
ment. When  they  are  assailed  as  flagrant  viola- 
tions of  the  Constitution,  they  are  defended  as 
precedents,  as  usages  of  the  Government,  too  well 
established  to  be  questioned.  But  this  respect, 
this  pious  veneration  for  precedents,  evaporates 
at  once  v/hen  they  interfere  with  the  views  and 
wishes  of  the  party.  The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  and  the  system  for  the  protection  of  Ameri- 
can industry  are  coeval  with  the  Government. 
They  have  at  different  periods  been  advocated  by 
all  parties,  and  by  the  most  eminent  statesmen  in 
America.  The  friends  of  these  establishments  do 
not  seek  to  sustain  them  by  appealing  to  the  doc- 
trine of  usage  and  precedents,  but  by  demonstrating 
that  they  are  clearly  authorized  by  the  Constitution 
and  demanded  by  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 
But,  ancient  and  well-established  as  they  are, 
claimingas  they  doallthe  consideration  and  weight, 
if  any,  which  can  be  given  to  them  by  the  uniform 
practice  of  the  Government,  yet  they  have  been 
condemned  and  destroyed  by  that  party  (for  a  time 
only,  I  hope)  as  being  unautliorized,ljy  the  Con- 
stitution. 

To  understand  the  extent  of  the  authority  to 
legislate  over  the  people  of  the  Territories,  claimed 
by  Congress,  we  need  only  to  refer  to  the  various 
acts  which  have  been  passed  on  this  subject,  com- 
mencing with  the  ordinance  of  the  Congress  of  the 
Confederation  in  1787  for  the  government  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  Ohio 
river.  This  act,  together  with  all  others  passed  since 
that  period  to  institute  territorial  governments,  are 
based  on  the  ground  that  Congress  has  full,  abso- 
lute, and  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  their  power  to  legis- 
late for  the  people  thereof  can  be  exercised  with- 
out limitation.  These  acts  go  further,  and  assert 
the  principle,  that  they  have  the  still  more  extraor- 
dinary power  to  delegate  tliis  authority  to  govern 
and  legislate  to  individuals  or  bodies  of  individ- 
uals. 

The  powers  claimed  for  Congress  on  this  sub- 
ject are  clearly  expressed  in  a  speech  delivered 
some  time  since  in  the  Senate,  and  which  has  been 
published  in  pamphlet  form.  The  speech  is  one 
of  ability,  evincing  reflection,  deep  thought,  and 
great  ingenuity.  It  asserts  that  "  Congress  may 
'  govern  the  Territories,  and  may  employ  such 
'  subordinate  olficeis  or  agencies  to  administer  its 
'  mandates  as  may  seem  to  it  best.  It  may  invest 
'  the  whole  functions  of  the  government  within  the 
'  Territories  in  one  man  or  several — in  a  governor, 
'  or  governor  and  judges,  or  a  governor,  judges, 
'  and  legislative  assemblies.  It  may  establish  a 
'  military  rule,  or  may  adopt  an  agency,  modelled 
'  into  the  fashion  of  a  civil  government." 

Any  one  who  will  lake  the  trouble  to  look 
through  the  acts  of  Congress  before  referred  to, 
will  perceive  that  all  the  forms  of  government  and 
the  agencies  mentioned  in  the  above  extract  have 
been  occasionally  established  in  the  Territories. 

It  must  be  admitted,  that  if  Congress  have  any 
Iiower  whatever  to  give  laws  to  the  people  of  a 
Teiritiiiy,  they  possess  it  to  the  extent  here  con- 
tended for,  and  if  not  to  that  extent,  they  do  not 
possi'ss  itutall.  I  maintain  the  latter  branch  of  the 
pro|)osition;  that  is,  that  Congress  has  no  consti- 
tutional rij;ht  to  legislate  for  the  people  of  the  Ter- 


ritories of  the  United  States.  I  found  the  views  I 
shall  offer  to  the  committee  on  the  character  of  the 
Constitution,  and  on  those  rules  of  construction 
which  have  been  acknowledged  and  acquiesced  in 
by  all  parties,  and  at  all  times.  They  are  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"The  Government  is  one  of  limited  powers,  and  no  pow- 
er can  be  exercised  unless  it. lias  been  exiiressly  graiit>'d  by 
tlie  Constitution,  or  can  be  clearly  implied  fioin  some  ex- 
pressly gnnnted  power. 

"The  powc^rs  not  delegated  to  the  United  State.s  by  the 
Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  tlie  States,aie  reserved 
to  thf  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people. 

"  VVlicnever  a  question  arises  oonci-rnins  a  particular 
power,  the  first  question  is,  vi'hetlierthepower  he  expressed 
in  the  Constitution.'  If  it  he,  the  question  is  decid'-d.  Ifit 
be  not  expressed,  the  ne.xt  inquiry  must  be,  whether  it  is  an 
incident  to  an  expressed  power,  and  ntcessaiy  to  its  execu- 
tion.-' If  it  be,  it  may  be  exercised  by  Conjiress.  Ifit  be 
not,  Congress  cannot  exercise  it. 

"  A  power  to  be  incidental,  must  not  be  exercised  for  ends 
th.at  iniike  it  a  principal  and  suh-tantive  power,  independent 
of  the  principal  power  to  vvhicli  it  is  an  incident." 

Such  is  the  character  of  the  Government,  as  de^ 
fined  by  the  Constitution  itself,  and  such  are  the 
rules  by  which  it  is  to  be  expounded. 

Is  there,  then,  any  express  grant  in  the  Constitu- 
tion to  Congress  to  foitn  a  territorial  government, 
or  to  make  laws  for  the  people  of  the  Territories 
of  the  United  Slates.'  The  only  provision  to  be 
found  in  the  Constitution  in  relation  to  territories 
is  in  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article.  It  is 
as  follows : 

"  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  and  mako 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  and 
other  property  of  the  United  States." 

This  provision  is  so  explicit  that  it  is  not  sus- 
ceptible of  construction.  By  it  Congress  can  legis- 
late in  relation  to  the  territories  of  the  United  States 
as  public  lands — as  properly.  I  do  not  suppose 
that  any  one  will  insist  that  the  expression  "  other 
property  of  the  United  States''  means  the  free  citi- 
zens of  our  country  who  reside  in  the  Territories. 
These  rules  and  regulations  refer  to  such  laws,  and 
such  only,  as  are  necessary  for  the  survey,  the 
preservation  and  protection,  and,  finally,  tlje  sale 
of  the  public  lands. 

Some  of  our  eminent  citizens,  who  are  moving; 
cautiously  on  the  political  chessboard  for  the  high 
prize  of  the  Presidency,  have  intimated  opinions 
in  conformity  with  this  view.  But  they  come  in 
such  a  "  questionable  shape"  that  I  place  no  great 
reliance  on  them.  They  are  given  apparently  with 
the  view  of  quieting  the  popular  excitement  which 
has  been  produced  by  the  Wilmot  proviso.  They 
seem  designed  to  operate  as  a  sort  of  chloroform 
dose  on  the  North,  and  as  an  equally  drowsy  drug 
on  the  South,  till  a  certain  event  takes  place,  the 
anticipation  of  which  is  stimulating  the  whole  army 
of  oflice-holders  to  the  inost  active  exertions,  and 
has  brought  out  from  our  diminished  army  in  Mex- 
ico hundreds  of  our  gallant  ofiicers  on  the  recruit- 
ing service. 

It  would  seein,  from  the  foregoing  article  of  the 
Constitution,  that  the  subject  of  Territories  engaged 
the  particular  attention  of  the  Convention,  and  es- 
pecially the  power  and  jurisdiction  which  Congress 
might  exercise  over  them;  and  the  result  of  their 
deliberations  was,  that  its  power  should  be  limited 
to  the  enactment  of  such  laws  as  concerned  tha 
public  lands  as  property.  This  limitation,  by  every 
sound  rule  of  construction,  is  equivalent  to  a  pro- 
hibition to  exercise  any  other  power. 

But  there  is  another  provision  in  the  Constitti- 
tion  giving  to  Congress  jurisdiction  over  territory 
to  be  ceded  by  the  States  for  the  seat  of  Govcrn- 
tnent.  It  is  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  first  article, 
and  ])rovides  that — 

"  Congress  shall  have  power^to  exercise  exclusive  legis- 
lation, in  all  c-a<es  whatsoever,  over  such  district  (not  cx- 
C(M'(lini,'  ten  miles  square)  as  may,  by  cession  ol'  particular 
Slates,  and  the  ncceptaijee  of  ("oiiirress,  become  the  sent  of 
G  ivernmcnt  (if  the  Uiiilcd  .<ta!es  ;  and  to  exercise  like  au- 
lliorih'  ovir  all  phiees  purchased  In  the  consent  of  the  Lesisla- 
tiireoVthe  Stale  in  wiiich  the  same  shall  be,  for  the  erection 
of  forts,  imgazines,  arsenaft,  dock-yards,  and  other  needful 
buildings." 

Now,  here  are  two  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion on  similar sui)jects — one  in  relation  to  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States,  to  the  immense  tract 
of  country  out  of  which  sixteen  new  States  have 
been  formed;  the  oiheris  in  relation  to  a  small 
territory  of  ten  miles  square  for  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment. In  the  latter,  the  power  of  legislation  is 
as  unlimited  a.^  that  possessed  by  the  States  within 
their  territorial  limits;  in  the  former,  the  power  of 
leo-islation  is  limited  to  the  public  lands  as  prop- 
erty. 
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It  is  evident  that  the  Convention  did  not  enter- 
tain the  opinion  that  a  cession  of  territory  would 
confer  on  Congress  the  power  to  exercise  "  exclu- 
sive legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever"  over  such 
territory;  otherwise  this  entire  provision  was  use- 
less and  nugatory.  And  it  is  equally  certain  that 
the  Convention  did  .not  intend  to  confer  on  Con- 
gress the  power  of  legislation  over  th.e  people  of 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States;  for,  if  such 
had  been  their  design,  they  would  have  adopted  a 
similar  pravision  to  that  in  relation  to  the  district 
for  the  seat  of  government. 

But  according  to  the  view  of  some  gentlemen, 
the  power  conferred  "  to  dispose  of  and  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  terri- 
tory and  other  property  belonging  to  the  United 
States"  is  more  comprehensive  in  its  terms  than 
the  power  "  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all 
cases  whatsoever"  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

I  suppose  that,  under  this  grant  of  power,  Con- 
gress would  have  no  right  to  delegate  its  authority 
to  legislate  to  any  other  body.  But,  under  the 
power  to  dispose  of  the  territory,  it  is  contended 
that  Congress  has  not  only  the  right  of  exclusive 
legislation,  but  they  can  transfer  it  to  any  individ- 
ual or  body  of  men  they  may  choose  to  designate. 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  clause  in  relation  to  the 
District  of  Columbia  is  in  the  eighth  section  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution,  and  that  in  relation 
to  the  territories  is  in  the  third  section  of  the  fourth 
article,  it  would  have  been  very  appropriate  to 
have  embraced  both  these  subjects  in  the  same  arti- 
cle; and  their  separation  is  to  be  accounted  for  only 
by  the  fact  that  the  Convention  had  been  in  session 
some  time  before  it  occurred  to  that  body  that  any 
constitutional  provision  was  necessary  to  authorize 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands.  It  was  inserted  at  the 
instance  of  Mr.  Madison,  as  the  history  of  the 
times  shows,  who  was  of  opinion  that  Congress 
would  have  no  such  authority  without  it.  This 
incident  of  itself  demonstrates  that  the  Conven- 
tion, by  the  insertion  of  this  clause,  contemplated 
nothing  beyond  the  regulations  necessary  for  the 
protection  and  sale  of  this  description  of  public 
property. 

The  proposition  against  which  I  am  contending 
is,  that  the  "  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  terri- 
tories and  other  property  of  the  United  States" 
confers  unlimited  and  exclusive  legislative  author- 
ity upon  Congress. 

The  State  of  Alabama  was  admitted  into  the 
Union  on  an  equal  footing- with  the  original  States, 
in  December,  1819.  At  that  period,  nine- tenths  of 
the  lands  within  her  limits  belonged  to  the  United 
States.  With  the  exception  of  a  very  few  counties, 
the  whole  of  this  State  was  carved  out  of  the  Creek 
nation  by  the  victorious  sword  of  General  Jackson. 
The  admission  of  Alabama  into  the  Union  took 
from  Congress  none  of  its  powers  over  the  public 
lands.  Its  authority  to  "dispose  of  and  make  all 
needful  rules  in  relation  to  the  territories  of  the 
United  States"  was  in  no  manner  whatever  dimin- 
ished or  impaired. 

But  if  it  be  true  that  the  power  to  make  these 
rules  and  regulations  confers  unlimited  legislative 
authority  on  Congress,  wherever  the  public  lands 
.  may  lie,  the  State  of  Alabama,  in  all  the  laws  she 
has  passed  for  the  government  of  her  people,  is 
acting  as  the  agent  of  the  General  Goverjiment. 
This  would  reverse  the  admitted  principle  that 
Congress  is  the  agent  and  trustee  of  the  States. 

To  place  this  subject  in  the  strongest  possible 
light,  let  us  bring  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion in  relation  to  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States  into  one  clause,  as 
might  have  been  done  with  great  propriety  by  the 
Convention.     It  will  then  read  thus: 

"Tlie  Congress  Bhall  hnve  powi^r  to  exercise  exclusive 
legislation,  in  all  cases  wliatsOKver,  over  siicli  district  (not 
exceeding  ten  miles  square)  as  may  liy  cession  of  particular 
States,  and  the  acceptance  of  Congress,  become  the  seat  of 
Government  of  the  United  Slates  ;  and  to  exercise  like  au- 
thority over  all  places  purchased  by  the  consent  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  iii  which  the  same  shall  be,  for  the  erec- 
tion of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  other 
usel'ul  building-."  "And  also  to  dispose  of  and  nuike  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other 
property  belonging  to  the  United  States." 

Now,  I  put  it  to  the  committee  whether  it  would 
not  be  utterly  absurd  and  preposterous  to  contend 
that  the  last  part  of  this  clause  confers  the  powers 
of  exclusive  legislation  contained  in  the  first.' 

Having  demonstrated,  as  I  think,  that  the  ]50w- 
er  to  sell  the  public  lands,  conferred  by  the  Con- 
Btituiion  on  Congress,  gives  no  authority  to  legislate 


for  the  people  of  theTerritories,  I  proceed  to  exam- 
ine another  and  a  stronger  argument,  as  it  is  sup- 
posed, in  favor  of  this  power.  It  is  based  on  the 
treaty-making  power. 

The  argument  is,  that  when  one  nation  or  gov- 
ernment cedes  by  treaty  to  another  nation  or  gov- 
ernment its  territory,  its  entire  sovereignty  is 
transfen-ed  by  such  cession;  that  in  this  country 
the  sovereignty  is  in  the  States  or  the  people  of  the 
States;  that  no  one  State  can  exert  this  sovereign 
power  over  the  ceded  territory,  it  being  the  com- 
mon property  of  all  the  States,  and  therefore  of 
necessity  it  must  be  exercised  by  their  common 
agent,  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates. 

It  is  a  remarkable  feature" in  our  system  that 
some  of  the  highest  attributes  of  sovereignty  have 
been  utterly  annihilated;  that  is,  they  can  never 
be  exerted  while  our  present  form  of  government 
endures.  The  powers  conferred  on  Congress  by 
the  Constitution  and  those  retained  by  the  several 
States,  when  brought  into  exercise,  form  the  gov- 
ernment of  each  of  the  States,  or,  in  other  words, 
the  two  governments  compounded,  constitute  the 
government  of  each  State.  But  still,  both  taken 
together  do  not  amount  to  a  perfect  sovereignty. 
It  will  be  found  that  in  many  cases  the  entire  power 
of  the  States  has  been  relinquished,  but  still  its 
exercise  by  the  Federal  Government  is  limited  and 
restrained. 

The  States  had  unlimited  power  to  raise  and 
support  armies.  This  has  been  relinquished,  but 
its  plenary  exercise  by  Congress  is  not  authorized. 
Their  power  to  appropriate  money  for  the  support' 
of  armies  is  limited  to  two  years.  In  like  manner 
the  treaty-making  power  was  absolute  and  unlim- 
ited in  the  Slates.  Any  one  of  them  might  have 
annexed  itself  to  a  foreign  government  and  become 
subject  to  its  laws.  This  power  to  make  treaties 
is  prohibited  to  the  States,  but  it  is  as  much  limited 
and  contl^)lled  by  the  Constitution  as  any  oth.er. 
All  treaties  are  made  in  subordination  to  its  pro- 
visions, and  no  treaty  which  countervails  any  of 
them  is  of  any  validity  whatever.  The  States  had 
the  right  by  treaty  to  regulate  duties  and  imports, 
but  this  power  was  conferred  on  Congress,  and 
cannot  be  touched  by  treaty. 

Many  eminent  statesmen  of  the  South,  with  sin- 
gular ability,  have  contended,  and  now  contend, 
that  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  subject  of  du- 
ties, which  was  absolute  and  unlimited  in  the  States, 
is  limited  to  raising  revenue  to  defray  the  brdinary 
expenses  of  the  Government.  But  there  cannot 
be  a  more  conspicuous  instance  of  this  kind  than 
the  subject  under  consideration.  The  States  have 
conferred  upon  Congress  partial  and  limited  sov- 
ereignty over  the  territories,  the  common  property 
of  them  all;  but  it  is  the  sovereignty  over  the  soil, 
and  not  over  the  people  of  the  United  States  who 
may  reside  thereon. 

There  never  was  uttered  a  greater  heresy,  or  one 
more  mischievous  and  destructive  of  our  system, 
than  the  one  proclaimed  by  that  remarkable  and 
illustrious  citizen,  President  Jackson,  when  he  said 
that  all  the  powers  prohibited  to  the  States  must  of 
necessity  be  conferred  on  the  Federal  Government. 
Take  the  case  of  post  offices  and  post  roads:  if  this 
doctrine  be  true,  then  there  is  no  restraint  on  Con- 
gress on  this  subject.  The  States  had  the  power 
to  construct  post  roads.  They  have  relinquished 
this  power,  but  have  conferred  on  Congress  author- 
ity to  eatablish  not  to  makt  post  roads.  If  Congress 
had  this  power,  then,  sir,  our  country,  through  its 
whole  length  and  breadth,  would  be  covered  over 
with  a  splendid  road  system.  There  would  be 
paved  roads,  macadamized  roads,  and  railroads 
running  to  every  city,  town,  village,  and  hamlet  in 
the  land,  all  under  the  control  and  jurisdiction  of 
Congress,  and  made  at  a  cost  far  exceeding  the 
present  revenues  of  the  Government.  Then  there 
would  be  the  toll-gates  and  the  toll-gatherers,  over- 
seers, and  commissioners  of  roads,  and  the  thou- 
sand agents  in  the  employ  of  the  Government  ne- 
cessary to  keep  this  road  system  in  operation. 

When  we  wish  to  find  the  powers  which  Con» 
gress  can  exercise,  we  must  look  to  the  grants  in 
the  Constitution,  and  not  to  the  powers  prohibited 
to  the  States.  There  is  a  large  mass  of  dormant 
powers  which  can  neither  be  exerciseil  by  Congress 
nor  the  States.  If  they  had  been  confen-ed  on  the 
Federal  Government,  or  tlieir  exercise  retained  by 
the  States,  our  system,  for  all  the  purjioses  of  free 
and  practical  government,  would  liave  been  more 
objectionable  than  that  which  existed  under  the 
old  Confederation.     If  conferred  on  the  former,  it 


would  have  very  nearly  approached  a  monarchy; 
if  on  the  latter,  there  would  have  been  constant 
collisions  between  the, two. 

This  doctrine,  that  the  right  to  legislate  for  the 
people  of  the  territories,  arises  as  an  incident  to 
the  treaty-making  power,  "makes  the  incident  a 
substantive  power,  independent  of  the  principal 
power  to  which  it  is  an  incident,"  in  violation  of 
the  rule  of  construction  before  referred  to. 

The  powers  to  be  exercised  by  Congress  cannot 
be  collected  from  the  doctrine  of  sovereignty  as  laid 
down  in  treatises  on  the  laws  of  nations.  Our  Con- 
stitution and  the  powers  conferred  by  it,  have  noth- 
ing whatever  to  do  with  these  laws.  Ours  is  a  form 
of  government  established  by  th*  United  States  of 
America,  and  when  we  desire  to  see  the  extent  of 
its  powers  we  do  not  look  to  the  laws  of  nations  or 
to  any  other  code.  We  look  to  the  instrument, 
and  to  nothing  else,  to  learn  as  well  the  powers 
conferred  on  the  Federal  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  those  retained  by  and  those  prohibited  to 
the  States. 

In  passing  laws'for  the  people  of  the  territories, 
Congress  must  act  either  in  pursuance  of  the  Con- 
stitution or  independently  of  that  instrument.  If 
the  former,  they  can  extend  no  other  laws  over 
these  people  than  such  as  are  in  force  in  the  sev- 
eral States.  If  the  latter,  then  their  power  is  un- 
controllable, both  as  to  the  form  of  government 
they  may  establish  and  the  character  of  the  laws 
they  may  pass.  In  the  language  of  the  pamphlet 
before  referred  to,  "they  may  establish  a  military 
rule  or  may  adopt  an  agency,  modelled  into  the 
fashion  of  a  civil  government." 

Some  of  the  territories  owned  by  the  States  were 
ceded  before,  and  others  after,  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution.  Now,  can  it  be  possible  that  a  mere 
deed  of  land  or  territory  by  a  State  can  confer  upon 
Congress  these  extraordinary  .powers  in  the  face 
of  the  Constituiion,  and  thus  essentially  change 
the  whole  character  of  the  Government.' 

There  is  no  constitutional  obligation  to  admit 
new  States  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States,  nor  have  these  new  States  gny 
power  to  force  themselves  into  the  Union.  It  rests, 
therefore,  with  the  Federal  Government  whether 
this  state  of  territorial  bondage  shall  continue  for 
an  indefinite  period  of  time. 

Let  us  suppose  that  all  the  new  States  were,  with 
their  present  boundaries,  in  this  territorial  subor- 
dination to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
Then  therevvould  be  presented  to  the  world  the 
picture  of  twenty  millions  of  people,  all  citizens 
of  the  same  common  country,  one-half  of  whom 
would  be  resting  securely  under  the  protection  of 
the  Constitution,  established  with  consummate 
wisdom  "to  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty,"  and 
subject  to  no  laws  but  such  as  they  adopt  for  them- 
selves; while  the  other  half  would  have  no  secu- 
rity for  their  rights  and  liberties,  but  the  resistless 
will  of  this  many-headed,  but  kind,  paternal,  and 
resistless  despot. 

The  whole  region  of  the  East  and  South  would 
exhibit  thirteen  sovereign  independent  States,  the 
masters  of  the  common  Government,  wiiile  the 
more  extensive  and  populous  region  of  the  West 
would  display  the  largest  consolidated  Government 
in  the  world — subject  to  an  authority  as  omnipo- 
tent and  uncontrollable  as  that  possessed  by  the 
Autocrat  of  all  the  Russias. 

Whatmannerof  government, sir, is  this?  Your 
Capitol  should  be  tlecorated  with  a  painting  em- 
blematic of  its  true  character.  It  should  have  but 
one  head  and  two  faces — one  looking  to  the  east, 
with  the  beautiful  and  benignant  features  of  the 
Goddess  of  Liberty;  and  the  other  to  the  west,  with 
the  lowering  frown  of  a  stern  and  inexorable  des- 
pot. 

It  is  impossible  that  our  system  can  involve  so 
startling  an  alisurdity. 

It  may  be  said,  and  will  be  said,  that  the  people 
of  theTerritories  liavealways  enjoyed  all  the  rights, 
liberties,  and  immunities  which  have  been  secured 
by  the  Constitution  to  the  people  of  the  States. 
This  may  beadmitted.and  toa  s^reat  extent  is  true. 
But  the  (iilTerence  between  them  is,  that  these  lib- 
erties and  immunities  are  claimed  by  one  as  a  right, 
and  by  the  other  as  a  matter  of  favor  and  indul- 
gence. A  despotism  does  not  consist  in  the  actual 
oppression  of  the  people,  but  in  the  power  to  o  i. press 
them.  I  can  extend  to  my  slave  all  the  liberty  I 
enjoy  myself,  but  while  1  have  the  power  to  take 
it  from  him  ho  is  still  my  slave. 

But,  dropping  for  a  moment  the  constitutional 
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argument,  is  it  expedient  for  Con2;ress  to  interfere 
wuh  the  g-overnment  of  the  people  of  a  Territory; 
and  why  is  it  so  expedient?  Who  are  the  people 
that  have  settled  U|5on  and  occupied  the  public  do- 
rinin  ?  Hitherto  they  have  emerged  from  the  bosom 
of  theStates  of  the  Union, and  have  been  composed 
of  farmers,  mechanics,  merchants,  traders, lawyers, 
doctors,  preachers,  judges,  legislators,  statesmen, 
and  all  the  variety  of  character  found  in  the  States, 
and  all  born  and  reared  amidst  our  free  institutions, 
and  deeply  imbued  with  the  principles  of  civil,  po- 
litical, and  religious  liberty,  which  they  inculcate. 
Suppose  fifty  ora  hundred  thousand  are  found  with- 
in the  limits  of  one  of  the  Territories,  think  you, 
sir,  they  would  sot  have  the  capacity  to  organize 
a  government  for  themselves,  and  to  pass  the  laws 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  all  their  rights? 

Tliis  has  been  the  practice  of  Congress.  They 
have,  I  believe,  in  every  Territory,  by  special 
favor  and  indulgence,  authorized  the  people  to  hold 
legislative  assemblies,  and  to  pass  such  laws  as 
they  deemed  necessary. 

The  error  of  the  argument  in  favor  of  the  right 
of  Congress  to  legislate  for  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritories lies  in  supposing  that  they  are  colonies  or 
provinces,  such  as  existed  here  previous  to  our 
war  of  independence.  And  I  cannot  but  think  that 
a  blind  and  servile  imitation  of  llie  colonial  system 
of  Great  Britain  is  to  be  found  in  the  territorial  or 
colonial  system  established  by  Congress — the  very 
system  which  overturned  the  authority  of  the  pa- 
rent country,  and  established  the  independence  of 
these  States.  It  is  true  that  the  wrongs  and  op- 
pressions inflicted  by  Great  Britain  on  "these  col- 
onies," proclaimed  in  such  fervid  eloquence  in  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  have  never  been  at- 
tempted in  our  colonies.  But  it  is  equally  true 
that  th*  powers  claimed  for  Congress  would  au- 
thorize every  measure  of  oppression  which  drove 
America  to  resistance. 

This  doctrine  that  Congress  have  supreme  sov- 
ereign power  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the 
people  of  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  is 
false  in  itself,  false  to  the  common  charter  of  our 
liberties,  false  to  the  whole  scheme  of  our  govern- 
rnent,  and  to  the  spirit  of  all  our  institutions.  When 
our  people  have  gone  to  the  territories  or  public 
lands  of  the  United  States,  and  have  purchased 
those  lands  or  occupied  them,  by  permission  of  the 
Government,  in  sufficient  numbers  to  form  a  re- 
spectable community,  and  when  this  community 
have  organized  themselves  into  a  common  govern- 
ment for  their  safety  and  protection;  when  they 
have  aTspointed  a  governor,  judges,  and  legislative 
assembly,  and  in  every  respect  have  formed  a  per- 
fect government,  on  the  model  of  those  established 
by  the  States,  they  are  not  dependant  colonies  or 
provinces,  but  they  are  separate  and  independent 
Stales  of  this  glorious  Confederacy.  They  are 
Stales  of  the  Union,  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
with  the  solitary  exception  that  they  have  no  right- 
to  send  Senators  and  Representatives  to  the  Na- 
tional Legislature.  The  Constitution  nowhere 
speaks  of  the  people  of  a  Territory,  or  the  govern- 
ment of  a  Territory,  but  it  speaks  of  the  Stales,  and 
the  people  of  the  States.  It  was  formed,  not  by 
Slates  and  Territories,  or  for  the  government  of 
Slates  and  Teiritories,  but  it  was  established  by 
"  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  form  a  more 
'  perfect  Union,  establish  justice,  ensure  domestic 
'  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence, 
'  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  bless- 
'  mgs  of  liberty  to  our.selves  and  our  posterity."  As 
the  Constitution  was  formed  by  the  States,  and  for 
the  benofii  of  the  States,  the  Territories  must  come 
in  for  a  share  of  its  blessings  as  States,  or  they 
cannot  claim  them  at  all. 

I  shall  sliow  now,  sir,  that  the  legislation  of 
Congress  and  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  have  always  regarded  the 
Territories  as  Stales  and  as  members  of  the  Con- 
federacy. 

The  tirst  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Con- 
Btiiution  provides  that  "  full  faith  and  ciedit  shall 
'  be  given  in  each  Stale  to  the  public  acts,  records, 

•  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every  other  State,  and 

•  the  Congress  may,  bij  general  laws,  prescribe  the 

•  manner  m  which  such  acts,  records,  and  judicial 
'  jyroceedings  shall  be  proved,  and  Ihe  effect  there- 

•  of  "  Now  this  provision  is  for  'he  States  exclu- 
sively. Ejch  Slate  shall  give  full  faiih  and  credit 
to  the  "  acl.s,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  of 
every  other  Slate." 

On  the  i>6ih  JVlay,  1790,  and  the  27th  March, 


1804,  in  pursuance  of  this  permissire  constitutional 
provision.  Congress  passed  laws  prescribing  the 
manner  in  which  these  acts,  records,  and  judicial 
proceedings  shall  be  proved.  In  these  acts,  the 
records  and  judicial  proceedings  of  the  Territories 
are  included,  and  they  are  placed  on  the  same 
footing  with  the  records,  &c.,  of  the  States. 

But  let  us  see  what  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  have  done.  The  first  section  of  the 
third  article  of  the  Constitulion  provides,  among 
other  things,  "  that  the  judicial  power  shall  ex- 
tend to  controversies  between  citizens  of  different 
States."  The  Supreme  Court  have  always  held, 
under  this  provision,  that  a  citizen  of  a  Territory 
could  sue  and  be  sued  in  the  same  manner  that 
citizens  of  the  Slates  could. 

In  the  case  of  Loughborough  against  Blake,  (5th 
Wheat.,  319,)  Chief  Justice  Marshall  uses  this 
strong  and  emphatic  language:  "The  power  in 
'  Congress  to  levy  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 
'  posts,  and  excises,  is  coextensive  with  the  territo- 
'  ries  of  the  United  States.  The  term  United  States, 
'  as  used  in  the  Constitution,  is  the  name  given  to 
'  our  great  R.epublic,  which  is  composed  of  States 
'and  Territories."  The  Constitution  nowhere 
provides  that  Territories  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  and  become  States;  but  its  language  is, 
"  New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress 
into  this  Union."  The  expression  "  territory  and 
other  property  of  the  United  States,"  used  in  the 
Constitution,  means  the  public  lands  as  public 
property.  When  these  lands  are  sold,  and  the 
people  form  a  government  of  their  own,  they  are 
not  inhabitants  of  a  Territory  of  the  United  States. 
Tiieirs  is  not  the  government  of  a  Territory,  but 
they  are  a  separate  and  independent  community, 
inhabiting  a  district  or  tract  of  country  within  cer- 
tain specified  boundaries,  and  this  community  tlie 
Constitution  denominates  a  State,  which  "the  Con- 
gress may  admit  into  this  Union." 

It  has  been  said,  and  truly  said,  that  the  Con- 
stitulion suggests  no  idea  that  was  not  distinctly 
impressed  on  the  mind  of  the  Convention;  and 
that  there  is  not  an  expression  or  word  in  that  in- 
strument the  precise  meaning  and  import  of  which 
was  not  well  considered. 

Now,  sir,  how  can  a  "  new  Slate  be  admitted 
into  this  Union,"  unless  it  was  a  State  before  ad- 
mission ?  The  idea  involves  a  positive  contradic- 
tion in  terms.  If  the  people  of  what  is  popularly 
called  a  Territory  are  not  a  State,  then  you  do  not 
admit  a  "  new  State,"  but  you  admit  an  inferior 
thing  called  a  Territory.  When  she  knocks  for 
admission  at  the  door  of  the  common  paternal  man- 
sion, she  is  introduced  as  Miss  Territory;  but 
when  the  nuptial  ceremony  is  performed,  she  takes 
her  leave  as  Madam  Slate!  Sir,  Miss  Territory  is 
a  personage  unknown  to  the  Constitution.  She  is 
Madam  State  before  she  pays  you  her  first  visit. 
The  marriage  rites  were  performed  when  she  deter- 
mined to  act  for  herself,  and  to  govern  herself.  She 
comes  not  to  be  married,  but  to  submit  to  the  im- 
portant ceremony  of  parturition,  which  usually 
results  in  leaving  in  the  family  several  twins  called 
Senators  and  Representatives. 

If  my  view  of  this  subject  be  correct,  then  the 
fabric  created  by  our  ancestors  rises  to  the  admira- 
tion of  the  world  in  all  its  magnificent  and  beautiful 
proportions.  It  shows  itself  a  colossal  structure, 
on  every  side  of  which  is  inscribed  liberty — consti- 
tutional liberty.  But  if  I  am  wrong,  it  is  an  ugly 
and  hideous  deformity.  In  the  language  of  an  em- 
inent citizen  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol,  it  is  a 
huge  political  monstrosity.  It  overlooks  to  the  East 
ten  millions  of  people  proclaiming  constitutional 
liberty,  while  it  announces  to  the  West  iron-hand- 
ed despotism. 

Can  there  be  a  more  indefensible  usurpation  than 
for  an  institution  appointed  as  the  common  agent 
of  the  States,  limited  in  the  most  positive  and  ex- 
press terms  to  certain  subjects,  to  assume  all  the 
{)0wera  of  sovereignly  and  exclusive  legislation  ? 
'I'he  argument  is,  ihat  when  one  nation  cedes  to 
another  its  territory,  the  nation  ceding  transfers  to 
the  other  its  entire  sovereignly;  and  Uiat  in  this 
country  the  sovereignty  is  in  the  people  of  the 
United  Slates,  which  can  be  only  exercisiid  by  their 
common  agent,  the  Government  of  the  United 
Stales.  This  whole  proposition  is  false.  Exce])t 
the  powers  delegated  in  the  Constitution,  the  entiie 
sovereignly  rests  with  the  Stales  separately,  and 
not  collectively.  The  people  of  iVlassaclui.setts  are 
citizens  of  the  United  Stales,  but  they  are  only  sov- 
ereign within  the  limits  of  that  Stale.     Full  power 


is  conferred  on  Congress,  it  is  true,  "  to  dispose  of 
and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respect- 
ing the  territory  and  other  property  of  the  United 
States."     But  here  its  authority  ceases. 

When  the  people  have  purchased  the  public  lands 
or  occupied  them  by  permission  of  Coiiijress,  when 
they  have  established  a  government  of  their  own, 
these  are  the  people  of  the  United  States  with 
whom  sovereignty  resides,  as  fully  and  absolutely 
within  their  limits  as  with  the  people  of  New  York 
or  Pennsylvania. 

It  may  be  supposed,  from  what  I  have  said,  that 
I  yield  to  territorial  governments  the  power  to  ex- 
clude slavery.  On  llie  contrary,  the  reverse  of  this 
has  been  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  my  argu- 
ment. 

Nothing  is  more  to  be  regretted  than  that  South- 
ern statesmen,  since  the  Wilmot  controversy  has 
occurred,  should  seek  protection  against  its  mis- 
chiefs and  its  dangers  in  the  unlimited  powers 
claimed  by  Congress  to  legislate  over  the  people 
of  the  Territories.  It  is  not  pretended  that  this 
unlimited  power  is  derived  from  the  Constitution; 
it  is  claimed  from  vague  and  undefined  ideas  of 
sovereignty,  as  ascertained  by  the  laws  of  nations. 
As  this  right  of  exclusive  legislation  has  no  rela- 
tion to  or  connection  with  the  Constitution,  it  must 
be  independent  of  it;  and,  therefore,  there  is  no 
more  restraint  on  the  subject  of  slavery  than  on 
any  other.  But,  according  lo  my  view,  the  Terri- 
tories are  quasi  members  of  the  Union  whenever 
they  establish  regular  governments.  They  are 
subject  to  all  the  laws  which  the  Constitution  au- 
thorizes Congress  to  pass,  and  they  can  enact  none 
that  are  prohibited  to  the  States.  They  cannot 
legislate  in  relation  to  the  public  lands,  nor  can 
any  State  which  contains  them.  This  [)ower  is 
conferred  on  Congress,  with  such  limitation  only 
as  the  Constitution  imposes.  That  limitation  is 
marked  and  explicit.  If  there  is  any  feature  in 
our  system  more  conspicuous  than  all  the  rest/it 
is  that  of  perfect  equality  among  the  States  and 
the  people  of  the  States.  This  is  the  firm  and 
stable  foundation  of  our  Confederacy.  Without 
it,  it  never  would  have  been  established.  Destroy 
it,  and  the  Union  would  be  instantly  dissolved. 

The  deeds  of  cession  of  the  immense  territories 
in  the  West  were  made  in  trust  for  the  common 
benefit  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  In  their 
sale  each  and  every  citizen  has  the  same  right  to 
purchase.  These  propositions  will  not  admit  of 
controversy.  Those  who  are  in  favor  of  excluding 
slavery  say  that  they  do  not  impugn  this  right; 
they  tell  us  that  the  public  lands  arc  equally  acces- 
sible to  all,  that  all  have  the  same  privilege  of  pur- 
chasing. But,  while  they  tell  us  this,  they  say  that 
though  you  may  purchase  the  public  lands,  you 
shall  not  cultivate  them  with  slave  labor.  Now, 
sir,  what  is  this  but  a  flat  denial  of  the  right  of  pur- 
chase? Can  it  be  supposed  that  any  one  would  be 
so  stupid  as  to  buy  land  without  the  liberty  of  cul- 
tivating it?  . 

If  it  be  true  that  this  equality  of  rights  exists  to 
the  public  lands  ceded  by  the  Stales,  how  much 
more  strikingly  does  this  great  truth  appear  when 
we  extend  our  views  to  foreign  territory,  acquired 
by  the  common  treasure  and  the  common  blood  of 
our  people.  The  citizens  of  all  sections  of  our 
country,  the  North,  the  South,  the  East,  and  the 
West,  have  gone  out  as  members  of  the  same  great 
family  to  share  the  same  fate;  to  live  alike,  and  to 
die  alike  on  the  same  battle-fields,  to  maintain  the 
honor  and  glory  of  the  country.  And  now,  sir, 
when  their  bones  are  bleaching  on  the  same  battle- 
fields, when  the  soil  of  Mexico  is  siill  moist  with 
their  blood,  a  proposition  is  made  to  exclude  from 
it  one-half  of  the  noble  patriots  who  will  survive 
the  war,  and  then  the  half  of  those  whom  the  slain 
and  dead  have  left  behind  them.        * 

This  proposition  comes  not  from  the  army;  those 
engaged  in  this  ignoble  strife  have  been  conspic- 
uous only  in  the  battles  which  occur  at  the  hus- 
tings. Do  you  think,  sir,  that  the  widows  and  or- 
phans whom  the  gallant  brothers  of  the  North 
and  South  have  left  behind  them  would  not  at  once 
consent  that  the  field  which  contains  their  gravea 
should  be  the  common  property  of  ihein  all? 

Do  you  think  that  of  the  maimed  who  have  sur- 
vived this  war,  whose  wounds  are  yet  unhealed, 
any  portion  of  them  would  seek  to  exclude  the 
others? 

The  proposition  is  too  monstrous  to  be  stated. 
It  shocks  that  sense  of  justice  and  equal  rights 
which  all  mankind  onterlain  alike.    And  we  think 
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and  fee!  that  it  is  an  indefensible  outrage  on  those 
great  principles  of  justice  iind  equality  which  the 
Constitution  was  intended  to  secure. 

I  came  here  tremblingly  alive  to  the  Wilmot  pro- 
viso. I  came  to  seek  conciliation  with  the  mem- 
bers of  the  North,  and  to  entreat  them  to  let  this 
bitter  cup  pass  by.  When  Congress  met  I  found 
a  good  feeling  of  brotherhood.  1  wrote  to  my  con- 
sliruents  that  the  northern  Whigs  were  mucli  more 
iiheral  than  we  had  been  taught  to  believe;  that 
they  were  the  friends  of  the  Union  and  the  Consti- 
tution, and  would  riot  disturb  the  desired  harmony 
between  the  Whigs  of  the  North  and  the  Whigs  of 
the  South  on  a  mere  abstraction.  But,  sir,  how 
sadly  have  I  been  disappointed.  There  has  been 
no  member  from  the  South  wlio  has  not  carefully 
abstained  from  the  agitation  of  the  slavery  ques- 
tion. No  voice  from  that  region  lias  been  heard 
on  this  subjext.  And  yet  day  after  day,  when  an 
opportunity  has  been  afforded,  we  have  been  com- 
]3elled  to  listen  to  set  speeches  against  the  institu- 
tions of  the  South. 

1  regret,  I  deeply  regret  this  state  of  things.  My 
attention  could  not  fail  to  be  attracted  to  the  speech 
of  the  honorable  member  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Root,] 
delivered  on  the  15th  of  the  present  month.  That 
.speech  breathes  nothing  but  hostility  to  southern 
institutions.  It  was  uttered  in  a  tone  of  defiance, 
and  in  such  language  of  menace  as  left  the  impres- 
sion that  the  honorable  speaker  thought  thatempty 
threats  were  quite  sufficient  to  intimidate  what  he 
was  pleased  to  call  "southern  chivalry." 

He  says  "  the  strife  between  slavery  and  anti- 
skvery,  free  States  and  slave  States,  North  and 
South,"  is  inevitable.  "It  cannot  be  avoided;  it 
'■must  come— aye,  it  is  come.  The  note  of  alarm 
*has  been  sounded  in  the  North,  and  unless  I  mis- 
'  take  the  Pilgrim  stock,  you   will   find   nortliern 

•  obstinacy  fully  a  match  for  southern  chivalry.  You 
'  come  better  prepared;  but  Jonathan  can  wake  up, 
•and  he  will  give  you  a  lively  tune,  sir." 

Again,  the  honorable  member  uses  the  following 
•language:  "The  old  Whig  guard  are  all   ready". 

•  Those  of  the  tribes  of  the  Hurons  and  Eries  are 
'taking  the  war  path,  and  the  Medinas  and  Lorain 
'sweepers  have  been  out  a  year.  Let  them  all 
•trust  in  God  and  keep  their  powder  dry." 

What  does  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  mean  by 
this  haughty  and  vainglorious  boasting?  Does  he 
think  that  the  South  are  to  be  frightened  from  their 
duty  to  their  country  and  themselves  by  these 
empty  menaces?  The  proposition  to  exclude  slave 
labor  from  the  territories  of  the  United  States  is  a 
proposition  to  degrade  the  slave  States — to  render 
them  inferior  to  the  free  States.  Have  gentlemen 
so  far  mistaken  the  character  of  our  people  as  to 
think  they  would  for  a  moment  submit  to  this?  I 
regard  it  as  a  direct  proposition  to  dissolve  the 
Union.  Great  God !  is  there  any  man  in  America 
who  wishes  to"  dissolve  this  glorious  Union?  The 
time  was  when  the  prevailingsentimentwas,  "blis- 
tered be  the  tongue  that  would  speak  of  a  disso- 
lution of  the  Union;"  but  now  it  is  the  familiar 
language  of  the  day.  Sir,  we  of  the  South  cling  to 
the  Union  as  the  ark  of  our  safety;  we  fully  and 
properly  appreciate  all  its  blessings.  But  all  these 
blessings  we  will  throw  away  rather  than  submit 
to  degradation.  I  hope  the  gentleman  is  mistaken 
when  he  says  the  strife  between  the  North  and  the 
South  is  begun.  I  hope  he  is  deceived  when  he 
expresses  the  opinion  that  the  North  has  already 
taken  the  war  path;  and  I  trust  they  are  not  keep- 
ing "  their  powder  dry"  for  their  brethren  of  the 
South.  But,  after  all,  the  gentleman  may  be  cor- 
rect. He  is  highly  intelligent,  and  ought  to  know 
the  sentiments  of  the  North.  It  may  be  true  that 
they  are  already  marching  in  "  the  war  path ,' '  and 
are  keeping  their  powder  dry  for  the  threatened 
conflict.  If  it  be  so,  I  would  admonish  this  "Pil- 
grim race"  to  leave  the  "  war  path,"  and  turn  to 
the  paths  of  peace;  to  stay  the  arm  which  is  uplift- 
ed against  their  brothers  of  the  South.  I  would 
caution  them  that  they  may  have  to  encounter 
greater  difficulties  than  were  experienced  at  Ply- 
mouth rock. 

If  friendly  counsel  and  advice  can  have  no  effect, 
then,  sir,  I  will  resort  to  an  argument  that  may 
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possibly  have  some  influence.  I  will  tell  them 
candidly  and  frankly,  that  when  they  reach  the  ter- 
minus of  the  "  war  path,"  which  it  seems  leads  to 
the  South,  they  will  find  that  every  ten-year  old 
boy  will  have  the  brawny  and  stalwart  arm  of  a 
full-grown  and  gallant  soldier,  and  that  they  will 
encounter  none  but  Palmetto  regiments. 

Mr.  SMART,  of  Maine,  next;  obtained  the  floor, 
and  addressed  the  House  as  follows; 

Mr.  Chairman:  I  shall  not  often  ask  your  in- 
dulgence for  the  purpose  of  discussing  questions 
that  may  arise  here.  But  the  motives  of  those 
who  vote  upon  questions  coming  before  this  body 
are  sometimes  misconstrued  and  misrepresented. 
For  this  reason  I  feel  it  due  to  myself  on  the  pres- 
ent occasion  to  explain  and  defend  openly  and 
frankly  my  own  views  concerning  free  territory 
now  in  the  Union,  or  stich  as  will  probably  be  ac- 
quired. When  I  have  done  this,  I  trust  all  wiU 
admit  that  the  vote  I  intend  to  give  in  connection 
with  thi.3  bill  is  the  result  of  honest  conviction  and 
a  proper  sense  of  duty.  The  discussion  of  the 
question  of  free  territory  is  proper  on  the  present 
occasion,  the  subject  being  legitimately  before  the 
House,  as  will  he  seen  by  reference  to  the  twelfth 
section  of  the  bill  now  under  consideration.  When 
an  important  question  arises  here,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Representative  to  look  to  his  constituents,  to 
ascertain  their  wishes,  and  to  become  a  fearless  and 
faithful  exponent  of  them.  I  regard  this  myself  as 
a  paramount  duty;  and  he  who  would  question  my 
right,  «,s  a  reprs-ientative  upon  this  floor,  to  reflect 
their  will,  can,  in  my  judgment,  have  little  claims 
to  democracy.  Such  a  man  should  be  marked  for 
reprobation  by  every  one  who  would  continue  to 
this  nation  an  independent  representative  Govern- 
ment. 

The  most  ample  justification  of  the  course  I 
have  marked  out  for  myself,  may  be  found  in 
the  virtual  instructions  of  the  State  of  Maine  to 
her  delegation  in  Congress,  through  her  Legisla- 
ture, at  its  last  session.  These  instructions  are  the 
latest  indication  of  the  wish  of  the  people  of  Maine 
upon  the  subject  under  consideration  that  has 
come  to  my  knowledge.  I  beg  the  indulgence  of 
the  House  while  I  read  the  resolutions  containing 
them : 

RESOLVES  relating  to  tlie  extension  of  slavery  in  nev/ly 
acquired  territory. 

Renolved,  That  Maine,  by  tlie  actiun  of  her  State  Govern- 
ment and  by  her  representation  in  Congress,  should  abide 
lionestly  and  cheerfully  by  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  conces- 
sions of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  at  the  same 
time  resisting  firmly  all  demands  for  their  enlargement  or 
extension. 

Resolved,  That  the  sentiment  of  this  State  is  profound, 
sincere,  and  almost  universal,  that  the  influence  of  slavery 
upon  productive  energy  is  like  the  blight  of  mildew;  that  it 
is  a  moral  and  social  evil ;  that  it  doesviolence  to  the  rights 
of  man  as  a  thinking,  reasonable,  and  responsible  being. 
Influenced  by  such  considerations,  this  State  will  oppose  the 
introduction  of  slavery  into  any  territory  which  may  be 
acquired  as  an  indemnity  for  claims  upon  Mexico. 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  acquisition  of  any  free  territory, 
whether  by  purchase  or  otherwise,  we  deem  it  the  duty  of 
the  General  Government  to  extend  over  the  same  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  with  all  its  rights  and  privileges,  condiiions 
and  immunities. 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be  instructed, 
and  onr  Representatives  requested,  to  support  and  carry  out 
the  principles  of  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  refer  briefly  to  the 
passage  of  these  resolutions. 

Hon.  John  W.  Dana,  having  failed  of  an  elec- 
tion by  the  people,  was  elected  by  the  Legislature, 
and  inaugurated  as  Governor  of  Maine  in  May, 
1847.  Immediately  after  his  election,  he  sent  his 
message  to  the  two  Houses  of  the  Legislature. 
That  message  contained  a  strong,  decided,  em- 
phatic avowal  of  the  principles  contained  in  the 
resolutions  I  have  just  read.  That  portion  of  the 
message  relating  to  free  territory  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee,  who  reported  to  the  House  the 
resolutions  I  have  presented,  responding  to  the 
Governor's  sentiments  in  nearly  his  own  words. 
After  a  very  full  discussion,  the  first  resolution 
passed  the  House  July  20,  1847,  by  a  vote  of  122 
to  1;  the  second  by  124  to  8;  and  the  third  by  126 
to  6. 

They  were  then  sent  to  the  Senate,  and  the  third 
resolution,  which  adopt.s  th«  ordinance  of  1787, 


passed  by  a  vote  of  17  to  8;  but  upon  one  of  the 
others  the  Senate  disagreed  with  the  House,  and 
by  this  disagreement  ithe  resolutions  fell.  Yet  I 
regard  these  resolutions  as  virtual  instructions.  At 
all  events,  they  are  the  latest  and  most  definite  in- 
dication of  the  feeling  of  the  people  of  Maine  upon 
the  subject,  and  as  such  should  be  carried  out  by 
her  Representatives. 

It  may,  however,  be  said,  that  these  instructions 
should  not  be  regarded,  because  they  do  not  come 
to  us  precisely  in  a  legal  form.  But,  sir,  no  instruc- 
tions of  a  Legislature  are  legally  binding.  Neither 
Senators  nor  Representatives  are  legally  bound  to 
obey  them.  Yet,  as  an  indication  of  the  wish  of 
the  people,  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  a 
State  are  under  the  strongest  moral  obligations  to 
comply  with  the  resolutions  adopfed  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State;  nor  is  the  obligation  less,  when 
each  branch  of  the  Legislature  sanctions  the  same 
principle  in  a  different  manner. 

As  an  additional  evidence  of  the  feeling  of  the 
people  of  my  State,  I  take  the  liberty  to  mention 
that  Governor  Dana,  who  had  given  great  promi- 
nence and  force  to  an  argument  in  favor  of  free 
territory,  though  defeated  the  year  previous,  was 
triumphantly  elected  in  September,  1847,  by  the 
people.  Let  me  say,  then,  if  I  need  any  justifica- 
tion for  the  stand  I  take,  it  may  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  I  am  only  complying  with  what  is  evi- 
dently the  wish  of  a  large  majority  of  the  people 
of  Maine,  and  with  what  I  believe  to  be  the  wish 
of  the  people  of  my  district.  Let  me  not  be  mis- 
understood. I  by  no  means  consider  it  necessary 
to  put  into  this  discussion  any  plea  of  justification. 
I  am  happy  to  say,  that  my  own  views  accord, 
fully,  with  thosB expressed  by  the  jieopleof  Maine; 
and  the  justice  and  propriety  of  their  position,  I 
think,  is  very  obvious. 

1  am  aware  it  has  been  confidently  asserted  that 
public  opinion  has  undergone  a  change  unfavora- 
ble to  the  freedom  of  our  public  domain.  I  think, 
Mr.  Chairman,  this  will  prove  incorrect. 

Among  the  people  of  the  State  I  have  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent,  I  have  seen  no  evidence  of 
such  change.  Neither  the  press  of  my  State  nor 
the  action  of  conventions  has  afforded  any  such 
evidence. 

But  have  ive  a  right  to  extend  the  principles  of  the 
ordinance  of  1787  over  any  territory? 

With  all  deference  to  the  opinions  of  others,  I 
think  we  have.  In  opposition  to  the  arguments 
of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Gatle,] 
I  contend  that  we  have  a  right  to  extend  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  ordinance  of  1783  over  other  territo- 
ries. The  ordinance  of  1787  and  its  subsequent 
recognition  by  Congress  under  the  present  Con- 
stitution, and  the  act  of  March  6,  1820,  prohibit- 
ing slavery  north  of  36°  30',  were  most  solemn 
assertions  of  this  right.  True,  it  has  been  recently 
held  by  high  authority  that  the  provision  in  the 
Constitution  which  empowers  Congress  to  make 
"all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the. 
tei-ritory  belonging  to  the  United  States,"  only 
refers  to  land,  and  that  no  power  is  thereby  given 
to  legislate  in  relation  to  persons,  and  therefore 
Congress  has  no  jurisdiction.  But,  sir,  with  all 
respect  for  these  opinions,  let  me  say  that  the  pow- 
er to  legislate  for  territories,  and  in  relation  to  per- 
sons, has  been  exercised  ever  since  the  ordinance 
of  1787.  I  do  not  purpose  to  enumerate  the  many 
instances  of  the  exercise  of  this  power,  but  will 
content  myself  with  a  reference  to  two  acts  of  Con- 
gress in  addition  to  those  already  alluded  to.  An 
act  of  Congress,  passed  March  26,  1804,  provides 
that  no  slave  shall  be  brought  into  the  territory  of 
Louisiana  except  by  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
Here  was  a  conditional  prohibition  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  slaves  into  Louisiana  by  Congress.  The 
other  act  to  which  I  refer  overrides  a  law  of  the 
Legislative  Council  of  Florida.  This  act,  passed 
June  30,  1834,  repealed  the  act  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of  Florida  imposini;:  higher  duties  on  slaves 
belonging  to  non-residents  than  on  those  belonging 
to  residents.  Any  attempt  on  the  part  of  citizens 
or  "persons"  of  Florida  to  enforce  the  act  of  the 
Leo^islative  Council  of  that  Territory  was  declared 
a  penal  offence,  punishable  by  fine  or  imprisonment. 
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Mr.  BOWDON.  Will  the  gentleman  give  way? 
Mr.  SMART.  Certainly,  sir. 
Mr.  BOWDON  said  the  provision  in  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  article  first,  section 
ninth,  referred  only  to  territory  in  the  United 
States  at  the  formation  of  the  Constitution, and  not 
to  territory  since  acquired. 

Mr.  SMART.  Even  if  the  construction  of  the 
gentleman  is  correct  I  will  soon  sliow  that  the 
General  Government  has  jurisdiction  over  territo- 
ries independent  of  the  article  cited  by  him. 

Mr.  S.  continued.  So  far  as  I  have  been  able 
to  investio^ate,  such  legislation  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress has  been  sanctioned  ijy  the  highest  judicial 
authority.  The  ground  taken  by  some  j^entlcmen 
would  deny  to  Congress  the  ri^ht  even  to  regulate 
the  right  of  suffrasro  in  any  territory;  it  would 
deny  to  Congrc.-^s  the  right  to  throw  the  least  pro- 
tection around  the  pioneer,  v.'lio  sacrifices  many  of 
the  comforts  of  life  to  extend  the  area  of  civiliza- 
tion. A  territory  is  owned  by  the  United  States 
exclusively,  and  is  inhabited  by  a  small  number  of 
our  fellow-citizens,  too  tew  to  defend  themselves, 
and  yei  Congress  has  no  power  to  protect  these 
men  from  the  knife  of  the  assassin,  liecause  it.  can- 
not legislate  in  relation  to  "  persons"  in  territories. 
Sir,  in  my  opinion  this  is  a  doctrine  so  extraordi- 
nary that  it  will  not  geiierally  obtain  in  the  minds 
of  men. 

When  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  gave 
power  "  to  nialce  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  territories,"  they  undoubtedly  contem- 
plated a  settlement  in  the  territories  by  "persons" 
who  would  need  "  rules  and  regulations."  If  a 
territory  is  never  settled,  there  would  never  be  any 
necessity  for  rules  and  regulations.  What  rules 
could  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  suppose 
would  be  needed  for  mei-e  land  that  has  no  refer- 
ence to  "  persons?"  But  if  the  particular  provis- 
ion in  the  Constitution  to  which  I  have  alluded 
does  not  give  the  ]50wer  to  legislate  tor  territories, 
no  one  doubts  that  the  General  Government  may 
acquire  territory.  My  friend  from  Alabama  will 
not  doubt  this:  The  power,  then,  to  govern  such 
territory  till  it  is  formed  inio  a  State  follows  as  a 
matter  of  course. 

When  the  Government  of  the  United  States  ac- 
quires territory  and  does  not  get  a  title  to  the  soil, 
it  gets  the  power  or  right  of  exercising  authority, 
the  jurisdiction,  or  its  gets  nothing.     Such  power 
it  holds  until  the  State  is  formed,  or  until  Congress 
delegates  it  to  the  people  of  the  territory.    IP,  then, 
Congress  has  the  power  or  the  right  of  exercising 
authority  in  territories,  if  it  has  cmplete  jurisdic- 
tion, it  can  exclude  slavery.      This,  I  believe,  is  j 
admitted    by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  who  ' 
preceded   me  in   this  discussion.     This   being  so 
still,  I  think  it  is  not  expedient  to  embarrass  the  ' 
acf|uisition    of  territory  with   a   condition   about  I 
which  there  is  a  strong  diPi'erence  of  opinion;  but  ! 
there  are  strong  reasons  for  inserting  in  the  pro-  ; 
visions  of  ariy   territorial   government  that  may 
hereafter  be  formed  a  (iroliibilion  of  slavery.  i 

But  we  are  told  by  some,  liiat  the  territoi'ies  are  [ 
the  common  property  of  the  v/hole  Union,  and 
that  all  the  citizens  of  all  the  States  have  a  right  to 
go  to  them  with  their  property;  that  is,  being  inter- 
preted, gentlemen  owning  slaves  may  hold  them 
upon  every  square  mile  of  soil  not  now  within  the 
limits  of  the  free  States,  even  in  the  fcue  of  the 
prohibition  of  Congress.  Carry  out  the  doctrine, 
and  you  assert  that  all  the  citizens  of  all  the  States 
arc  tenants  in  common,  and  then,  by  propagating 
slavery,  you  exclude  both  the  tcnant.s  and  their 
property  in  iho.  free  States  as  effectually  as  if  they 
were  ex<  ludcd  by  law.  But  slaves  are  not  regard- 
ed as  projierty  to  the  extent  that  chattels  are  gener- 
nlly.  They  cannot  be  held  as  property  in  a  free 
State,  nor  in  a  Territory  made  free  by  the  power 
having  the  jurisdiction  for  the  time  bein-j;.  This 
was  so  regarded  before  the  formation  of  the  Con- 
stitution, when  the  famous  ordinance  was  passed, 
and  immediately  after,  when  the  provisions  of  that 
ordinance  were  sanciioncd  by  Congress.  The  re- 
sult of  this  "pccnlinr"  doctrme  would  leave  all  the 
territories  not  now  within  the  limits  of  the  free 
States  ofien  to  slavery.  What,  with  such  a  re- 
sult, would  be  the  comparative  extent  of  the  free 
and  slavcholding  sections  of  the  Union? 

With  the  acquisition  of  California  and  New 
Mexico,  ourcountry  will  embrace  an  area  of  about 
2,600,000  square  miles.  Of  this  immense  territory 
2,000,000  square  miles  would  be  open  to  slavery, 
and  le«8  than  600,000  to  fieedom! 


I  leave  this  statement  without  comment.  To 
state  it  is  to  exhibit  its  bakl  injustice. 

But  it  has  been  further  impressively  said  by 
others,  that  the  acquisition  of  Mexican  territory 
should  not  inure  to  the  benefit  of  one  section  (the 
free  section)  of  the  Union  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
other.  We  are  told  that  this  acquisition  has  been 
purchased  by  the  common  bloodof  the  whole  coun- 
try. We  are  reminded  that  in  this  war  have  fallen 
the  sons  of  the  North  and  those  of  the  South. 

We  do  not  forget  that  Ransom,  and  Scott,  and 
Hamer,  and  Hardin,  and  Lincoln,  and  Page,  have 
fallen  in  similar  struggles,  with  Butler,  and  Clay, 
and  McKee,  and  Yell,  and  other  noble  sons  of  the 
South. 

This  is,  indeed,  a  strong  appeal  to  the  generosity 
and  magnanimity  of  all,  to  do  no  wrong  to  any 
section;  and,  fully  realizing  the  extent  of  the  ap- 
peal, I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying,  that  if  all  the 
territory  we  acquire  remains /rce,  still  the  South 
will  be  more  benefited  by  the  result  of  this  war 
than  the  North. 

If  this  war  had  been  commenced  and  prosecuted 
solely  for  the  acquisition  of  territory,  the  appeal 
that  lias  been  thus  ]3lausibly  made,  would  be  en- 
titled to  grave  and  serious  consideration,  especially 
if  it  were  proposed  to  settle  the  territory  wholly 
by  citizens  of  the  free  States. 

In  order  to  view  this  question  fairly,  it  is  proper 
that  we  should  inquire  into  the  circumstances  ivhicli 
led  to  the  commencement  and  prosecution  of  the  war. 
This  country  becanje  involved   in  this  war  for  the 
DEFENCE  OF  Texas,  and   to  quiet  our  title  to   the 
territory  of  Texas,  which  was  disputed  by  Mexi- 
co.    The  extracts  from  the  documents  I  shall  read 
will  prove  tl-,is  assertion  beyond  the  cavil  of  any 
I  man.     We  annexed  Texas  (as  I  think  we  had  a 
I  right  to  do)  in  spite  of  the   liireats  of  Mexico   to 
I  make  war  upon  us. 

I  A  few  extracts  from  the  diploinatic  correspond- 
I  ence  with  the  Mexican  Govermiient  will  show  the 
nature  of  those  threats.  In  August  3,  1843,  Mr. 
Bocanegra,  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  of  Mex- 
I  ico,  addressed  a  note  to  the  honorable  Waddy 
i  Thompson,  which  contains  the  following  extract: 

"Till'  Mexican  Goveriirnent  will  consider  equivalent  to  a 
dficluniiionofwar  against  the  Mexican  Eepiiljlic  tlie  passage 
of  an  act  for  tlie  incoi|ioration  of  Texas  with  the  territory  of 
tlie  United  States  ;  the  certainty  of  the  fact  being  sufficient 
for  the  immediate  proclamation  of  war." 

I      In  November  3, 1843,  General  Almonte  addressed 
j  a  note  to  the  Secretary  of  Stale  of  the  United  States, 
in  which  he  declared,  "by  express  order  of  his 
'  Government,  that  on  sanction  being  given  by  the 
i  '  Executive  of  the  Union  to  the  incorporation  of 
'  Texas  into  the  United  States,  he  will  consider  his  ! 
I  '  mission   ended;  seeing  that,  as  the  Secretary  of 
i  '  State  will  have  learned,  the  Mexican  Government 
j  '  is  resolved   to  declare  war  as  soon  as  it  receives 
I  '  information  of  such  an  act." 
j       In  addition  to  this,  Mr.  Bocanegra, in  May,  1844, 
addressed  an  oflicial  circular  to  the  French,  Span- 
ish, English,  and  Russian  ministers,  informing  them 
that  if  Texas  was  annexed,  his  Government  would 
consider  the  act  a  declaration  of  war  between  the 
two  nations. 
j       In  consequence  of  these  threats,  and  other  in- 
j  dications  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  Texas  became 
!  apprehensive  that  she  might  be  attacked  by  the 
i  Mexicans,  and  expressed  those  apprehensions  to 
our  Government  prior  to  her  as.><ent  to  the  joint 
resolutions  of  the  United  Stales  for  her  admission 
I  into  the  Union  as  a  State.     I  now  proceed  to  give 
the  language  of  our  Government  concerning  the 
apprehended  hostilities. 

On  the  23d  May,  1845,  Mr.  Buchanan,  Secre- 
tary ofStatc,  rejilied  to  Mr.  Donclson'sdespatches, 
dated  the  6ih  of  the  same  month,  as  follows: 

"  Von  stale  the  siib-stanoe  of  the  not(!  of  the  Secretary  of 
Texas  to  be  an  eariicsl  expression  of  the  wish  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  Texas,  that  as  toon  as  their  assent  is  ijiven  to  the 
terms  contained  in  the  .joint  resolutions  for  iheir  admission 
as  a  State,  the  troojis  of  llic  United  Htates  may  be  marelii  d 
10  some  suilalile  puint  on  llie  western  frontier,  for  tlie  pur- 
iioic  o/"gHar</mi' the  inlialiitaiits  against  Me.vican  or  Indian 
incursion,  and  of  br'iiig  cmploye'l  williin  the  territory  of 
Texas  for  this  pnrposi-,  should  occasion  require.  I  am  in- 
structed by  the  President  to  inform  you,  that  as  soon  as  llie 
existing  Government  and  the  convention  of  Ti^xas  shall  have 
accepted  the  terms  proposijd  in  the  two  first  sections  of  llie 
joint  res(diition  for  aniiexiii!!  'I'exas  to  the  United  Stales,  be 
will  then  conceive  it  to  he  bolh  hi?  right  and  hisdnty  to  em-  1 
ploy  the  army  in  ihfeiiduig  that  Stale  against  llie  attacks  of 
any  forei;{n  Power." 

In  another  letter  of  Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Don- 
clson,  dated  June  13,  1845,  he  says: 
"  Tlie  inuiiieul  that  the  Convention  of  Teiau  shall  have  , 


accepted  and  ratified  the  terms  of  annexation  proposed  bv 
the  .'\meriean  Congress,  ihe  President,  for  the  jiurpose  of 
defciuc,  will  consider  her  territory  as  belonging  to  the  United 
States.  You  arc,  therelbre,  hereby  authorized  in  that  event 
forthwith  to  send  an  express  to  oiir  conimanding  officer  on 
the  Sabine,  coniinunic--iling  to  him  the  information,  and  he 
will  be  directed  to  move  to  such  points  as  yourself  and  the 
authorities  of  Texas  shall  deem  most  expedient.  Captain 
Stockton  will  be  ordered,  with  the  fleet  now  under  his  com- 
mand, (and  other  vessels  of  war  will  be  attached  to  it,)  to 
repair  to  the  moulh  of  the  Sabine,  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
porting the  American  troops  to  the  positions  where  they 
shall  in  your  opinion  and  that  of  these  authorities  be  most 
required.  Similar  orders  will  be  issued,  both  to  our  rom- 
inandiiig  ofiicer  on  the  Sabine  and  to  Captain  Stockton, 
to  be  executed  in  case  the  Convention  shall  be  prevented 
from  assembling,  or  be  disturbed  in  its  peacelul  delibera- 
tions Ijy  a  Mexicmi  invasion,^'  i5'e. 

I  will  only  add  an  extract  from  the  President's 
message  delivered  December  2,  1845: 

"Both  the  Congress  and  Convention  of  the  people  of 
Texas  invited  this  Government  to  send  an  army  into  that 
territory  to  protect  and  defend  Ihcin  against  the  menaced 
attacks  [of  the  Mexicans.]  Tlie  moment  the  terms  of  an- 
nexation ofiered  by  the  United  States  were  accepted  by 
Texas,  the  latter  became  so  far  a  part  of  our  own  country  as 
to  make  it  our  duty  to  afford  such  protection  and  defence.  I 
therefore  deemed  it  proper,  as  a  precautionary  measure,  to 
order  a  strong  squadron  to  the  coasts  of  Mexico,  and  to 
concentrate  an  efrieient  military  force  on  the  western  fron- 
tier of  Texas.  Our  army  was  ordered  to  take  position  in 
the  country  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Del  Norte,  and  to 
repel  any  invasion  which  might  be  atlempted  by  the  Mexi- 
can forces." 

Mr.  Chairman,  our  army  took  "position" 
agreeably  to  the  "  order"  of  our  Government,  and 
while  in  the  quiet  occupation  of  the  territory  of 
Texas  was  attacked  by  the  Mexican  forces,  and 
we  became  immediately  involved  in  war,  as  was 
appreliended  by  Texas  and  our  own  authorities. 

Is  there,  then,  anything  in  these  circumstances 
which  warrants  the  conclusion  that  we  went  to  war 
for  the  acquisition  of  territory?  I  repeat,  we  be- 
came involved  in  this  war  to  defend  Texas  and  to 
quiet  our  title  to  her  territory.  After  the  war  com- 
menced, however,  we  did  allege  the  non-payment 
of  the  claims  of  our  citizens  by  way  of  aggrava- 
tion, and  as  an  additional  justification  of  the  war 
on  our  part.  But  acquisition  of  territory  was  not 
the  object  intended  to  be  gained,  nor,  in  fact,  is 
the  greatest  object  gained  liy  the  war;  that  is  a 
m.ere  incident  growing  out  of  the  war.  Let  us  see, 
then,  to  whose  benefit  the  greatest  result  of  the 
war,  the  security  of  Texas,  inures.  The  blood  of 
the  North,  equally  with  that  of  the  South,  has 
v/atered  the  soil  of  Texas  to  obtain  for  it  security. 
The  treasure  of  the  North,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
South,  has  been  poured  out  for  the  same  object. 
The  whole  nation  has  thrown  its  protection  around 
Texas,  and  prosecuted  a  war  to  secure  her  against 
invasion;  but  that  territory  will  never  be  a.  desirable 
field  of  labor  for  the  free  white  man  of  the  North, 
who  "  earns  his  bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow." 
The  sons  of  the  North  have  poured  out  their  blood 
and  spent  their  treasure,  but  they  cannot  dig  on 
that  soil  by  the  side  of  a  slave. 

Nearly  four  hundred  thousand  square  miles  of 
the  best  soil  in  the  world  inures  to  one  section  of 
the  Union,  while  it  is  defended  and  its  integrity 
secured  by  the  common  blood  and  treasure  of  both 
sections.  I  am  aware  that  it  may  be  said,  to  de- 
fend Texas  w;is  only  a  constitutional  duly,  and 
nothing  particularly  meritorious;  but  let  it  be  re- 
membered, that  Texas  was  annexed  in  the  face  of 
the  threats  nf  Mexico  to  make  war  upon  us  for  the 
act.  A  large  portion  of  the  North,  my  own  State 
among  others,  went  for  annexation,  with  a  knowl- 
edge of  these  threats,  and  before  Texas  had  any 
constitutional  right  to  call  upon  us  to  defend  her. 
We  have  stood  by  Texas  before  and  after  annexa- 
tion, cheerfully,  generously;  and  yet  its  peculiar 
institution  is  a  barrier  to  the  settlement  of  it  by 
our  free  laborers. 

Our  nero  acquisition  will  amount  probably  to 
about  six  hundred  thousand  square  miles  of  land. 

A  word  as  to  its  comparative  value.  A  traveller 
who  has  lately  written  a  description  of  California 
expresses  the  opinion  that  about  two-thirds  of  that 
territory  is  susceptible  of  cultivation.  Suppose 
one-half  of  the  whole  acquisition  is  such  as  can  be 
cullivated:  that  would  give  for  cultivation  about 
three  hundred  thousand  square  miles  of  soil.  What, 
then,  is  its  comparative  value,  when  considered 
with  Texas?  Sir,  1  do  not  wish  to  disparage  this 
probable  acquisition.  I  think  it  is  as  much  as 
we  had  a  right  to  expect  from  Mexico;  but  I  am 
confident  it  contains  vastly  less  soil  fit  for  cultiva- 
tion than  Texas,  and  of  much  poorer  quality. 
Now,  the  whole  of  Texas,  acquired  and  defended 
under  ihe  circumstances  1  have  mentioned,  is  open 
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to  those  who  may  wish  to  hold  slaves;  and  can 
there  be  any  injustice  in  appropriatina;  this  new 
acquisilion — this  less  valuable  tnict  of  country — 
to  those  who  do  not  wish  to  hold  slaves?  I  must 
say,  I  think  not.  But,  sir,  there  is  even  a  stronger 
view  of  this  question.  If  you  admit  slavery  into 
this  territory,  the  North  is  entirely  excluded  from 
it.  If  you  admit  it  into  half  the  territory,  still 
it  is  an  unequal  division;  because  the  South  will 
occupy  the  slavehoidin;^  half  exclusively,  while 
their  citizens  will  occupy  the  other  half  in  common 
with  those  of  the  North.  But  if  you  make  it  all 
free,  I  am  prepared  to  demonstrate  that  the  people 
of  the  South  will  enjoy  its  benefits  to  an  extent 
equal  with  those  of  the  North. 

I  have  thus  far  spoken  of  this  question  as  if 
Southern  men  had  no  interest  in  free  territory;  but 
I  believe  they  have  a  deep  interest  in  its  preserva- 
tion. In  1787,  the  patriotic  men  of  the  South 
united  v/ilh  their  northern  brethren  in  prohibiting 
slavery  in  the  "Northwest Territory."  And  upon 
that  territory  may  be  found  at  this  moment  an  im- 
mense population  that  originated  in  the  slavehold- 
ing  States.  The  free  States  formed  out  of  the 
"Northwest Territory"  are  an  asylum  for  the  free 
white  men  of  the  South,  who  have  gone  there  to 
earn  their  bread  by  the  labor  of  their  hands.  I  am 
unable  to  state  precisely  to  what  extent  the  free 
West  is  enjoyed  by  those  originating  from  the 
filaveholding  States;  but  I  will  present  the  opinion 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Indiana,  contained  in 
a  letter  written  by  him  not  long  since.    He  says: 

"I  am  froui  a  slaveholding  State,  (Kentucky,)  and  have 
resided  iii  the  Territory  and  State  of  Indiana  near  forty 
3ears.  *  *  *  j  tliiiik  tliat  the  aijijregate  nnniher  of  the 
inliabitants  of  this  State  may  be  estinifited  at  about  800,000, 
and  that  more  than  onehalCthatnuinberare  from  the  slave- 
holdinsr  States.  'J'his  may  be  wide  of  the  mark,  oneway 
or  the  other,  as  it  i.s  but  conjecture.  My  own  opiniofi  is, 
however,  that  I  have  not  stated  tlie  inhabitants  from  the 
slaveholding  States  as  many  as  they  are." 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  this  opinion  is  correct,  it 
would  seem  that  the  territory  of  Indiana  has  inured 
to  the  common  benefit  of  both  sections  of  the 
Union. 

But,  sir,  I  have  in  my  possession  also  an  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Illi- 
nois, which  I  wish  to  put  on  record  as  an  addi- 
tional evidence  of  the  common  enjoyment  of  the 
free  territory  of  the  West  by  the  people  of  the 
North  and  South.  In  reply  to  a  question  as  to  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  Illinois  who  originated 
in  the  slaveholding  States,  he  says: 

"  I  am  entirely  without  data  to  govern  in  answering  the 
same.  I  have  asked  the  question  of  our  Governor  and  ex- 
Governor,  and  otiiers,  and  tlie  impression  is,  tliat  about  one- 
half  of  the  present  citizens  of  this  Stale  vvlio  have  come  from 
other  States,  originated  in  the  slaveliolding  States." 

Of  course  I  do  not  regard  these  opinions  as  con- 
clusive; but  coming  as  they  do  from  gentlemen 
who  have  the  best  opportunity  to  form  opinions 
upon  the  subject,  I  doubt  not  they  are  substan- 
tially correct. 

In  addition  to  the  facts  elicited  by  the  extracts  I 
have  quoted,  it  is  well  known  to  every  one  that 
the  people  of  the  South  are  yearly  appropriating 
to  their  use  the  free  soil  of  the  West.  In  proof  of 
this,  [  prefer  to  avail  myself  of  Southern  testimony. 
The  eloquent  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Clingman,]  in  a  speech  made  some  months 
ago,  said: 

"  A  very  large  portion  of  the  emigration  from  the  old 
southern  States  goes  into  the  free  States  of  the  Northwest. 
This,  as  I  have  observed  myself,  is  eminently  true  of  the 
Nortli  Carolina  emigrants." 

I  have  undertaken,  sir,  to  prove  satisfactorily 
that  should  you  preserve  the  territory  you  receive 
from  Mexico  free,  the  South  would  enjoy  the  ben- 
efit of  that  territory  to  an  extent  equally  great  with 
the  North.  California  and  New  Mexico  are  much 
nearer  the  slaveholding  than  the  free  States;  and  I 
think  I  can  triumphantly  ask  if  what  has  happened 
in  the  settlement  of  Illinois  and  Indiana  will  not 
happen  to  New  Mexico  and  California? 

1  do  not,  sir,  pretend  to  speak  for  the  South,  but 
I  am  justified  in  taking  this  method  to  show  that 
when  the  people  of  the  North  ask  for  the  exclu- 
sion of  slavery  in  this  territory,  lliey  are  not  at- 
tempting to  appropriate  to  themstlves  a  monopoly 
of  the  territory.  I  think  I  have  successfully  done 
this.  It  is  very  evident  that  the  territory,  if  free, 
would  become  an  asylum  for  the  poor  but  enter- 
prising men  of  both  sections  of  the  Union.  Tims 
far  I  can  see  no  injustice  to  the  South  in  securing 
freedom  to  the  territory  we  acquire. 

The  prfeservalioit  of  free  territory  is  but  an  net 


of  justice  to  our  own  race.  It  is  but  an  act  of  jus- 
tice to  the  free  laborers  of  this  whole  country;  and 
they  have  the  power  to  prevent  their  exclusion 
from  these  new  territories  by  an  "  institution''  that 
is  revolting  to  them.  They  have  votes  that  are 
necessary  to  the  election  of  Representatives  to 
Congress;  and  the  toiling  millions,  who  drive  their 
teams  "afield,"  who  sweat  in  the  summer's  sun, 
and  expose  themselves  to  heat  and  cold  while  labor- 
ing to  support  their  wives  and  children,  will  look 
to  it  that  land  is  provided  for  them,  and  those  that 
come  after  them,  upon  which  they  can  labor  with- 
out dishonor. 

But  let  me  present  another  very  important  as- 
pect of  this  question.  There  is  much  greater  neces- 
sity for  additional  free  territory  than  for  additional 
slave  territory.  The  population  of  the  slaveholding 
States,  in  1840,  amounted  to  7,3.36,7,51.  These 
States  cover  an  area  of  about  897,000  square 
miles.  The  population  of  the  free  States,  including 
Wisconsin,  amounted  to  9,732,702.  These  free 
Slates  cover  an  area  of  only  about  470,000  square 
miles.  To  illustrate  the  relative  position  of  the 
two  sections  of  the  Union  in  a  different  manner: 
the  inhabitants  to  a  square  mile  in  the  slaveholding 
States  amount  to  eight,  those  in  the  free  States  to 
twenty.  The  free  States  have  less  than  half  as 
much  soil  according  to  population  as  the  slave- 
holding  States,  and  that,  too,  of  a  poorer  quality. 
This  statement,  I  think,  is  nearly  accurate.  It 
was,  however,  prepared  in  haste.  We  are  some- 
times ren>inded  of  the  aggressive  policy  of  the 
people  of  the  North.  Does  this  give  evidence  that 
they  have  pursued  an  aggressive  policy?  Does 
the  statement  I  have  made  show  that  the  slave- 
holding  States  are  crowded  or  pent  up,  and  in 
want  of  room?  They  have  now  perhaps  eight  or 
nine  millions  of  inhabitants  :  when  they  have  a 
popvdation  of  ninety-eight  millions,  these  Slates 
will  be  no  more  densely  populated  than  Henrico 
county,  Virginia,  in  1840. 

When  there  shall  be  such  an  accumulation  of 
slaveholding  population,  how  incomparably  more 
dense  will  be  the  inhabitants  of  the  free  section  of 
the  Union?  We  have  the  authority  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clintgman]  for 
asserting,  that  a  very  large  portion  of  the  emigra- 
tion from  the  old  Southern  States  goes  into  the  free 
States  of  the  Northwest;  and  it  is  well  known  that 
a  very  heavy  emigration  from  the  Atlantic  free 
States  yearly  reach  the  same  destination.  But  I 
am  particularly  desirous  of  calling  attention  to  the 
foreign  immigration  into  the  free  territory  of  the 
Union. 

From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  enclosing  a  statement  of 
the  number  and  designation  of  the  passengers  ar- 
riving in  the  United  Slates  on  shipboard  during 
the  year  ending  September  30,  1847,  is  taken  the 
following  recapitulation,  viz: 

States.        Males.         Females.  Sex  not  stated.     Total. 

Maine 3,436...    .   2,870 -  5,803 

New  Hampshire.  4 3 -  7 

Massachusetts. . .  11,9.58 8,373 51 7 20,888 

Rhode  Island....      133 74 -  207 

Conneclicnt 48 31 -  74 

New  York 83,059 60,771 -  145,830 

Pennsylvania 7.911 6,852 14 14,777 

Maryland 6,968 5,0.50 -  12,018 

Virginia 423 274 178 874 

Soutli  Carolina..      119 46 -  164 

Georgia 4 7 -  U 

Florida 102 83 -   188 

Louisiana 20,784 14,019 -  34,803 

Texas 2,223 1,370 280 3,873 

Total. . . .  139,165 99,325 939 239,480 

This  recapitulation  shows,  that  during  the  last 
year,  239,480  emigrants  arrived  in  the  United 
States.  Where,  sir,  have  these  emigrants  gone?  Let 
facts  speak.  It  will  be  perceived  that  187,549  land- 
ed in  the  free  States,  and  51,931  in  the  slavehold- 
ing States — 34,803  of  whom  landed  in  Louisiana. 
Now,  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  one-half  of  those 
landing  in  Louisiana  go  up  the  Mississippi,  and 
settle  upon  free  territory.  If  this  be  true,  204,950 
Europeans  have  gone  to  the  free  States,  and  only 
34,534  to  the  slaveholding  States,  during  the  last 
year.  This  statement  does  not,  of  course,  include 
the  large  numbers  who  have  landed  in  the  British 
provinces,  and  gone  from  thence  into  the  free 
States. 

Mr.  MEADE  v/ould  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Maine,,  if  he  had  inquired  how  many  landing  in 
the  free  States  had  gone  to  Texas,  &c.  ? 

Mr.  SMART  replied  that  few  could  have  gone, 
because  th«  whole  population  of  TexaM  amounted 


I  at  present  to  only  149,000 — much  leiss  than  emi- 

'  grated  to  the  United  States  in  one  year. 

I      Mr.  BOWDON  said  that  men  from  Maine  and 

j  Pennsylvania  had  gone  there,  and  two  of  them  are 

j  Re|)resentatives  on  this  floor. 

j  Mr.  SMART  said  this  might  be  so,  and  men 
from  Maine  might  go  to  Texas,  too,  for  other  pur- 

j  poses  than  to  cultivate  the  soil.  But,  sir,  the  bone 
and  muscle,  the  real  laborers,  do  not  go  there. 
V\7'hen  they  emigrate,  they  stop  at  the  borders  of 
the  free  States  as  square  as  a  mathematical  line. 
This  I  know  myself  from  personal  observation, 
having  resided  in  a  slave  State.  Such  is  the  case 
with  Illinois  and  Missouri.  What  I  assert  in  re- 
lation to  European  immigration  into  the  free  States 
is  corroborated  by  the  southern  jn-ess  I  find  sub- 
stantially the  followingstatements  in  the  Charleston 
(South  Carolina)  News,  taken  from  the  Augusta 
(Georgia)  Chronicle: 

"Nineteen-twentleths  of  these  European  emigrants  of 
both  sexes  are  laboring  people.  Nearly  all  of  them  settle  in 
the  free  States.  Only  eleven  during  the  last  year  came  to 
Georgia,  and  only  eight  hundred  and  seventy-four  to  Virginia. 
A  large  portion  of  those  landing  at  New  Orleans  go  up  the 
Mississippi  to  the  free  States  of  Indiana,  Ijlinois,  Ohio, 
Iowa,  and  Wisconsin.  The  city  of  Buffalo  increased  in 
population  ten  thousand  the  last  year,  atui  Cincinnati  n'ow 
numbers  oneliundred  thousand.'  European  immigration  al- 
ready amounts  to  one  ijiillion  in  four  years;  it  will  soon 
amount  to  one  million  per  year." 

In  view  of  this  tremendous  influx  of  immigra- 
tion, nearly  ail  into  the  free  section  of  the  Union, 
it  i<!  not  difficult  to  see  the  necessity  that  will  soon 
exist  for  additional  free  territory.  Mr.  Chairman, 
in  view  of  all  these  facts,  1  regret  to  say  there  are 
those  who  think  it  too  much  to  ask  that  Oregon 
shall  be  free  !  And  let  it  be  remembered  that  com- 
paratively a  small  pqrtion  of  this  immense  terri- 
tory can  ever  be  the  abode  of  civilization.  To  ex- 
pect, then,  freemen  to  live  on  the  bleak  mountains 
of  Oregon,  (for  I  suppose  slaves  cannot  live  there,) 
and  lead  a  wandering  pastoral  life,  and  to  surren- 
der the  valleys  to  the  "peculiar  institution,"  is  a 
little  too  much  for  our  present  ideas  of  civilization. 
But,  sir,  if  slavery  be  excluded  from  Oregon,  I 
think  I  have  shown  that  there  is  still  much  greater 
necessity  for  additional  free  than  for  slave  terri- 
tory. 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  some  individuals  who 
wish  to  be  considered  the  advocates  of  free  terri- 
tory, and  yet,  by  voting  against  any  restrictio'n  of 
slavery,  virtually  vote  to  propagate  it  where  it  does 
not  now  exist.  Such  men  gravely  assert  that  sla- 
very will  regulate  itself,  and  that  it  will  stop  at  36° 
30'  precisely.  Sagacious  men,  to  discover  how 
far  this  peculiar  institution  will'go,  to  aninch  !  But, 
sir,  slavery  will  and  does  go  upon  new  soils  wher- 
ever it  is  permitted  by  law.  It  is  found  in  Mis- 
souri much  above  36°  30'.  It  has,  indeed,  rcg-tt- 
Zak(Zi/.se//in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  elsewhere. 
It  has  gone  there;  it  has  encumbered  tliose  States 
for  liundreds  of  years,  and  is  not  yet  extinct.  Sla- 
very passes  into  a  territory,  if  permitted  by  law, 
provided  the  soil  is  as  good  as  that  of  the  Willa- 
mette valley,  in  Oregon,  remains  some  five  hun- 
dred years,  exhausts  the  earth  it  encumbers,  and 
then  dies  out.  After  this  the  poor  white  laborer 
may  creep  in.  Is  not  this  a  slow  and  degrading 
process  in  providing  free  territory  for  the  white 
laboring  men  of  our  own  race? 

Some  gentlemen  tell  us  also  that  the  land  in  Ore- 
gon and  California  and  New  Mexico  is  too  poor  to 
be  cultivated  by  slaves,  and  that  slavery  is  prohib- 
ited in  those  territories  by  nature.  Now,  if  gen- 
tlemen are  sincere  in  this  remark,  it  seems  to  me 
they  can  have  no  objection  to  give  it  a  legal  sanc- 
tion. Are  they  unwilling  to  say  in  the  statute  book 
of  the  nation  that  they  will  give  this  poor  land  to 
the  use  of  the  poor  white  man?  If  they  cannot 
assert  it  there,  we  have  reason  to  doubt  if  they  say 
it  seriously  anywhere. 

It  is  stated  also  that  if  no  action  is  taken  by 
Congress  the  inhabitants  will  make  the  terriiory  in 
question  free  when  it  is  formed  into  States.  Sir, 
this  is  a  doctrine  that  is  not  safe  for  the  free  la- 
borer. .,, 

Prohibit  slavery  in  the  territories,  and  wiio  will 
emigrate  to  them?  Free  white  laborers  from  the 
Nor'th,  free  white  laborers  from  the  South,  and  free 
white  laborers  from  Europe.  Such  men  would 
always  preserve  the  soil  free.  Leave  these  terri- 
tories open  to  slavery,  and  few  of  these  men  wdl 
go  there.  Persons  owning  slaves  would  g«i  n.to 
the  territories  in  sufficient  numbers  to  wield  th» 
influence  of  the  State  and  control  its  egislation. 
The  only  safety  to  the  free  laborer  will  be  lound 
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in  the  passagre  of  a  law  prohibiting  the  introduction 
of  slavery  in  ten-itovies  now  free. 

"While  I  think  I  have  shown  that  it  is  for  the 
interest  of  all  sections  to  secure  freedom  in  our  ter- 
ritories, I  am  confident  it  is  ;i  matter  in  wliich  the 
people  of  New  England  are  deeply  concerned. 

The  coiTiparatively  barren  soil  of  this  section  of 
our  Union  is  last  being  occupied,  and  thousands 
yearly  emigrate  from  it  to  the  far  West.  A  large 
portion  of  the  children  of  the  present  population 
will  fiiid  it  necessary  to  seek  the  cheap  lands  of 
that  remote  region.  The  moistened  tear  of  affec- 
tion will  witness  their  departure-,  a  parent's  solici- 
tude will  follow  them  ;  the  blessing  of  Heaven 
will  be  invoked  in  their  behalf.  Yes,  sir,  and  the 
FATHERS  in  New  England  will  demand  of  the  men 
whom  they  send  here  that  they  give  their  voices  to 
provide  for  their  children  an  asylum  as  free  as  their 
own  mountain  home.  Who,  sir,  will  resist  the 
demand  >  Not,  1  trust,  any  New  Englander.  At 
all  events,  sir,  I  can  speak  for  one.  My  vote  shall 
never  be  recorded  in  this  House  against  the  free 
laborers  of  this  country,  nor  against  their  posterity. 

IMy  views  may  diller  from  some  of  my  political 
friends  upon  this  floor,  but  I  have  felt  it  my  duty 
to  give  them  fully  and  freely.  That  duty  has  been 
performed.  I  will  add  that  1  shall  most  cheerfully 
vote  for  the  restriction  of  slavery  contained  in  the 
bill  nov/  under  consideration. 

Here  the  Chairman's  hammer  fell,  announcing 
the  expiration  of  the  gentleman's  hour. 

Mr.  HlLLIARDgot  the  floor,  and  the  commit- 
tee rose  and  reported  progress. 

IMr.  McKAY,  in  punsuance  of  notice,  introduced 
a  joint  resolution  directing  the  heads  of  the  several 
departments  of  Government  to  make  their  annual 
reports  and  have  lliem  printed  immediately  after 
the  close  of  the  fiscal  year.    Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  presented  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  in  relation  to 
■Whitney's  jdan  of  a  railroad  from  Lake  Michigan 
to  the  Pacific;  in  relation  to  the  harbor  at  Havre 
de  Grace;  and  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  General 
Baron  de  Kalb.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MEADE  asked  the  general  consent  of  the 
House  to  enable  him  to  move  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  bill  changing 
the  time  for  holding  the  district  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  western  di.strict  of  Vn-ginia,  and 
for  other  purposes.     Objected  to. 

Mr.  HASKELL  gave  notice  that,  on  to-mor- 
row or  on  Monday  next,  he  would  introduce  a 
resolution  in  relation  to  the  recent  political  events 
in  France. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  reported  bills  for  the  relief 
of  Dr.  Adolphns  Wislizeims;  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Ahrenfeldt  and  John  F.  H.  Vogt;  of 
Lawience  Daley;  of  David  Shepherd;  of  Isaac 
Shepherd;  of  A.  C.  Bryan  and  others;  which  bills 
were  severally  read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  adverse  reports 
on  the  petitions  of  Sylvester  Comora,  R.  P.  WMn't- 
ney,  llichard  M.  Adams, and  William  Fitzpatrick. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  the  following 
resohition,  which  was  read,  and  laid  over  under 
the  rule: 

RciOlveA,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  reque.=ted 
to  furnish  to  tl)i.s  House  at,  an  early  day,  tlie  inforniation 
nsked  for  by  a  rcpohition  of  the  Houso  of  Representatives, 
pasfacd  on  the  29lh  day  of  February  last,  in  rKlalion  to  the 
clerks  required  in  tlic  dilTerent  bureaus  of  the  Treasury  Dc- 
parlnient,  or  to  give  the  reason  why  the  inl'oinialion  lias  nut 
been  (ornrnnnicalcd. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Lewis  D.  Of- 
field  and  Sarah  A.  Vv'^irt,  widow  of  John  T.  Wirt. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  (3I50WELL,  from  the  same  committee, re- 
ported 1,111s  for  the  relief  of  Charles  R.  Allen,  of 
Richmond,  Vir;;inia;  and  of  Almedu.s  Scott.  Read 
and  rommitted. 

Ahn,  from  the  same  committee,  made  adverse 
reports  on  the  petitions  of  Manuel  Hoover,  Isaac 
Kmt:,  of  Missouri,  m  liehalf  of  J.  E.  Ball  and  G. 
J.  WiisHon,  heirs  of  William  Hudson  <uid  William 
D.  CiliHon.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DUNN,  from  the  isamc committee,  reported 
bills  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  children  (jf 
Colonel  William  R.  McKee;  of  CHjilain  Dan 
Drake  Henrie;  of  Major  John  P.  Gaines;  and  of 
Sally  Knowlton,  widow  of  Elijah  Bragdon,  de- 
cea.sed;  which  bills  were  severaliy  read  and  com- 
mitted. 


Mr.  HUNT,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  bills  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  reve- 
nue marine  and  appropriating  money  to  remove 
the  sunken  rocks  m  the  harbor  of  New  York. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  GRINNELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  bills  to  refund  to  Charles  A.  Kellet  ton- 
nage duties  and  light  money  paid  on  the  Chinese 
junk  Keying,  and  to  provide  a  custom-house  at 
Wiscasset.     Read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  comirtiitee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  ventilation  of 
passenger  vessels  and  for  other  purposes,  reported 
the  same  back  to  the  House  with  amendments; 
which  bill  was  left  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  reduce 
the  minimum  price  of  the  Miami  lands  in  Indiana, 
reported  the  same  back  to  the  House.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  adverse 
reports  on  the  petition  of  citizens  of  the  north- 
western part  of  Ohio  for  a  reduction  of  the  price  of 
the  public  lands  on  the  Miami  extension  and  the 
Wabash  and  Erie  canals.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  from  the  same 
committee,  made  a  report  on  the  resolution  of  the 
House  relative  to  extending  the  benefit  of  the  boun- 
ty-land system  to  officers  of  the  army,  and  moved 
its  reference  to  theCommittee  of  the  Wliole  House. 

A  conversation  ensued  between  Mr.  EVANS 
and  Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia;  and  on  motion  of  Mr. 
COBB,  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

i\lr.  EVANS  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Mont- 
gomery county,  Ohio,  praying  that  the  American 
soldiers  of  the  army  of  Mexico  who  have  become 
officers  may  receive  bounty  lands,  and  moved  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARRINGER,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  EVANS  also  made  unfavorable  reports  on 
the  petitions  of  Geo.  McKay  and  of  citizens  of 
Fulton  county,  Indiana,  for  a  grant  of  land  in  lieu 
of  a  certain  liith  section  for  school  purposes.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  COBC,  of  Alabama,  from  the  sarne  commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  to  attach  a  portion  of  the  north- 
western land  district,  Louisiana,  to  the  Red  river 
district,  Louisiana.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  from  theCommittee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  asked  that  said  committee 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  a 
memorial  in  relation  to  a  distributing  office  at  Elk- 
ton,  Maryland,  aiul  that  it  be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  the 
report  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were 
presented  under  the  rule,  and  referred: 

Dy  Mr.  STUART,  of  Mioliiiian :  The  pc-tition  of  citizens 
of  the  counli(!s  of  Calhoun  anil  Kalamazoo,  Mieliigan,  for  a 
mail  route  from  Battle  Creek,  in  the  county  of  Calhoun,  to 
'Schooleraft,  in  the  county  of  K;ilainazoo,  via  the  Steani  Mill, 
on  Section  8,  in  the  town  of  Le  Roy  ;  Uience,  by  the  most 
di  reel  route,  to  the  centre  of  Section  8,  in  the  town  of  Athens, 
in  Calhoun  county  ;  thence  west,  throufih  and  near  the  centre 
of  the  town  of  VVakeshma,  and  through  the  town  of  Brady, 
in  the  county  ol  Kalamazoo  aforesaid. 

I5y  Mr.  HUNT:  Tlie  petition  of  167  citizens  of  Orle.-\ns 
comity.  New  York,  asking'  that  the  public  lands  be  diviih.'d 
into  small  farms  and  made  free  for  actual  setiler.s. 

By  Mr.  MULMN:  The  petition  of  U.  1!.  Johnson  and 
others,  rilizens  of  the  county  ofjeti'erson.  New  York,  pray- 
ing t/'()ngr:ss  to  prohibitany  i'uithersah.s  of  the  public  lands  ; 
and  that  they  be  given  to  actual  settlors,  in  small  (pianlilios, 
witii  leave  to  sill  ihe  same  to  others  not  owniiii;sni  li  lands. 

By  Mr.  I'ALFUEY:  The  petition  of  Elien  Ritchie  Dorr, 
praying  compensation  as  actins:  chary^  d'aliaires  in  Chili. 

By  Mr.  MURS1-; :  The  petition  of  John  IJ.  Tucker  and  98 
others,  praying  for  the  cstablishnicntof  ai>ost  route  in  Louisi- 
ana. 

By  Mr.  CROVVELL:  The  petition  of  U.  D.Kellog;;,  Henty 
Carlisle,  and  others,  citizens  of  Newton  Falls,  'I'rumbuil 
county,  Ohio,  rc'monstrating  against  the  renewal  of  the  pat- 
tent  of  Jc^thio  Wood's  rasl-iron  ploui;h. 

By  Mr.  STARKWEATHKR  :  A  remonstrance,  signed  by 
VVilliam  Comstock  and  175  others,  of  Otsego  county,  New 
York,  .'igaiiist  the  renewal  of  the  patent  for  llio  ca.stiron 
plough  granted  to  Jelhro  Wood. 

By  Mr.  TUCK:  The  [H'tition  of  Jolm  Etncrson  and  119 
others,  praying  that  ('ongress  may  pass  a  law  emancipaiing 
Kliza  llerlieii  and  (,;:iroline,  her  daughter;  and  to  refund  ihe 
money  to  the  I'urchasers  on  n  sale  i[i  favor  of  the  UnilcHl 
Slates.  Also,  the  petition  of  E.  J.  Chase,  to  inquire  inio 
revenue  orders.  Also,  the  remonstrance  of  Aaron  O.ivis 
and  4-2  other  citizens  of  Keenc,  New  Hampshire,  againstan 
e^teiidion  of  th«  patent  of  JetJiro  Wood.    Also,  the  peliiioa 


of  J.  P.  Williston  and  30 others,  citizens  of  Massachusetts, 
praying  that  Congress  will  inquire  into  the  constitutionalify 
of  slavery  in  the  United  Slates.  Also,  the  petition  of  David 
Jay  and  others,  of  Indiana,  to  wiUiliold  fu7lhcr  supplies  to 
carry  on  the  Mexican  war. 

By  Mr.  BIN't^HAM  :  A  petition  for  the  establisbmpnt  of  a 
mail-route  from  De.xter  to  Howell,  in  the  Si;ue  of  .Michigan. 
Also,  the  petition  of  C.  L.Thompson,  of  Michigan,  for  relief 
on  account  of  a  mail  contract. 

By  Mr.  CHAPMAN:  The  petition  of  3.5  mtisters  of  vessera 
and  22  owners  .ind  others,  asking  for  a  light-house  on  Black- 
iston's  Island,  in  Potomac  river."  Also,  the  memorial  of  the 
German  Catholic  St.  Joseph's  Society,  asking  an  act  of  in- 
corporation. Also,  the  petition  of  S.!  nierchants,  masters  of 
vessels,  and  others,  asking  for  the  construction  of  a  light- 
house on  Blackiston's  Island. 

By  Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania:  TTie  petition  of 
Joshua  Russell,  of  .Greene  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  to 
be  [)laced  on  the  invalid  pension  roll.  Also,  a  petition  pray- 
ing that  the  first  and  second  regiments  of  Pennsylvania  vol- 
unteers now  in  Mexico,  in  consideration  of  their  reduced 
numbers  and  of  their  arduous  and  di.-tinguished  services,  be 
honorably  discharged. 

By  Mr.  POLLOCK  :  The  petition  of  Thonvts  Molynew 
and  12  others,  citizens  of  Sullivan  county,  Pennsylvania, 
praying  fni  the  establistniient  of  a  mail-route  from  Williams- 
port,  Lycoming  county,  by  way  of  the  valley  of  the  Loyal- 
sock  creek,  to  Cherry,  in  Sullivan  county,  Pennsylvania- 
Also,  the  petition  of  William  BarUey  and  59  others,  praying 
for  the  establishment  of  the  said  mail-route.  .'Mso,  the  pe- 
tition of  George  D.  Jackson  and  l."?  others,  praying  for  the 
same. 

By  Mr.  KUMSEY:  The  remonstrance  of  citizens  of 
Groveland,  Living?toii  county.  New  York,  against  the  re- 
vival of  the  patent  for  Jetliro  Wood's  cast-iroji  plough. 

By  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina:  The  memorial  of 
Charles  Lee  Jones,  of  tire  city  of  Washington,  asking  redress 
for  certain  grievances  connected  with  a  battalion  of  volun- 
teers now  in  Mexico. 

By  Mr.  WENT  WORTH:  The  petition  of  Alfred  F.  Ran- 
dolph, of  Genoa,  De  Kalb  county,  Iltinois.  Also,  the  peti- 
tion of  citizens  of  Jackson  Creek,  Will  county,  Illinois,  for 
a  mail-route  from  Joliet,  to  Lafayette,  Indiana.  Also,  tho 
petition  of  D.  Skidmore  and  105  others,  from  Seneca  Falls, 
New  York,  in  favor  of  laud  reform.  Also,  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Hobbs,  of  Buscaw,  for  an  extension  of  tlie  benefits 
of  the  bounty-land  law. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  March  28,  1848. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  Minesota,  asking  that  the  limits  of  that 
Territory  may  be  defined,  and  a  territorial  govern- 
ment organized;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  from  citizens  of 
Livingston  county.  New  York,  asking  an  investi- 
gation into  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Childs,  Govern- 
or of  Jalapa,  in  forcing  American  soldiers  to  do 
homage  to  the  Catholic  Host  at  the  peril  of  their 
lives;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Also,  from  Mehitable  Gibbs,  widow  of  a  revo- 
lutionary soldier,  for  a  pension;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  a  petition  from  Eli- 
jah McDougall,  asking  to  be  allowed  a  pension; 
whicli  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  JOELNSON,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  joint 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  in  favor 
of  an  appropriation  for  the  itnprovement  of  the 
harbor  of  Havre-de-Grace;  wfiicli  was  referred  to- 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  from  Charles  Lee  Jones,  setting  forth  the 
manner  in  which  he  was  induced  to  raise  a  corps 
of  volunteers  in  the  District  of  Colutnbia,  as  he 
alleges,  on  the  faith  of  the  Executive  that  he  should 
have  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel,  with  the  com- 
mand of  the  corps,  and  of  the  course  subsequently 
pursued  to  him,  by  which  he  was  prevented  from 
obtaining  the  promised  rank,  after  expending  his 
energies  and  meatis  in  raising  the  corps,  and  pray- 
ing the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  investigate 
his  case;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiuirs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  provide 
a  military  asylum  for  the  relief  and  support  of 
invalid  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States; 
whicli  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

[The  first  section  provides  that  the  Secretaries  of 
War  and  the  Treasury ,  and  Adjutan  t  General  of  the 
Army,  constitute  a  Board  of  Commissioners  to  reg- 
ulate and  govern  the  same.  All  soldiers  serving 
twenty  years,  or  who  may  be  rendered  unfit  for 
service  through  wounds  or  disea.se,  to  be  admitted 
to  the  privileges  of  the  institution,  if  such  disabil- 
ity be  not  occasioned  by  misconduct.  No  deserter, 
mutineer,  or  habitual  drunkard  will  be  received 
without  sufficient  evidence  of  reformation  as  the 
commissioners  may  deem  sufficient.     Any  soldier 
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admitted  who  shall  recover  his  health  (being  under 
fifty  years  of  age)  shall  be  discharged.  No  soldier 
•  convicted  of  any  serious  crime  since  he  entered  into 
t'he  service  can  be  admitted.  It  deducts  from  the 
pay  of  every  soldier  {regular  or  volunteer)  twenty 
cents  per  monih  in  support  of  th-e  same.] 

Mr.  RUSK,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
AflTrtire,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Wil- 
kinson, accompanied  by  a  report.  The  bill  was 
read  a  first  time. 

MV.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  the  following  House  bills  without 
amendment,  and  recommended  their  passage: 

Ati  «ct  for  the  relief  of  Reuben  Perry  and  Tho- 
mas P.  Liggon, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Stalker  &  Hili. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bennet  M.  Dell. 

The  House  bills  lymg  on  the  Secretary's  table 
were  read  twice  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TURNEY, 

Eeso/ticrf,  That  the  ComiuUtee  on  the  iudieiary  I)e  iii- 
strncted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providiirg  by  law 
for  ttie  punishment  of  such  persons  as  may  surreptitiously 
oTjtain  and  mal<e  public  any  contidential  cnniinunicalion 
made  by  ibe  President  of  tlie  United  States  to  tlie  Senate 
previous  to  tlie  removal  of  tin;  injunction  ofsecieey. 

■On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMERON, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested lo  communicate  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  theinstrtic- 
lioiis  from  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  Brazil  to  Mr. 
Leal,  the  Brazilian  Charge  d'Atfirires  at  Washington,  under 
^ate  of  tile  31st  of  May  last,  and  by  him  comnnmicated  to 
the  Department  of  State,  of  the  notes  of  Mr.  Buchanan  to 
Mr.  Leal  of  the  20th  August  and  loth  November  last,  and  of 
it\e  documents  therein  referred  to;  Prodded, That  in  his 
opinion  tlie  communicatimi  can  he  made  conipatibl^y  with 
ibe  public  interest. 

Mr,  CAMERON  explained  that  a  portion  of 
this  correspondence  had  been  already  communi- 
cated, and  that  the  residue,  now  called  for,  was 
necessary  to  a  proper  understanding  of  the  case. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  submitted  the  following: 
Jlcsoiuc/f,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  .'\ffairs  be  in- 
structed to  i-nquire  intothe  propriety  and  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  the  allowance  of  bounty  land  to  Gilbert 
Dudley,  late  a  regnlar  sokiier  in  the  United  States  army, 
and  honorably  discharged  therefrom. 

Mr,  WESTCOTT  briefly  called  the  attention 
of  the  Senator  from  New  York,  who  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Comrnittee  on  Military  Affairs,  and 
with  whom  he  had  had  some  conversation  on  the 
subject,  to  the  case  referred  to  in  his  resolution. 
A  minor  by  the  name  of  Gilbert  Dudley,  belonging 
to  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  had  enlisted  some 
years  ago,  and  had  been  with  Getieral  Taylor  in 
all  his  gloitous  and  well-fought  battles,  and  had 
distinguished  himself  on  several  occasions.  He 
had  been  honorably  discharged  only  nine  days 
before  the  passage  of  the  act  granting  bounty 
lands,  and  under  this  view  of  the  case,  Mr.  W. 
thought  he  ought  to  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
the  act.  Mr.  W.  had  no  doubt  there  might  be 
others  placed  in  the  same  predicament  who  were 
likewise  entitled  to  like  privileges. 
.  The  iiesoltition  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUSK, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  furnisti  the  Senate  with  any  information  that 
be  may  possess  touching  the  superior  merits  «f  the  repeating 
firearms  invented  by  Samuel  Colt;  and  that  he  be  further 
requested  to  submit  his  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  pro- 
viding for  the  more  general  adoption  of  the  aforesaid  arms 
by  the  United  States  for  the  protection  of  the  Mexican  and 
Indi.an  frontiers,  either  by  procuring  a  full  supply  from  the 
inventor,  or  by  the  purchase  from  the  inventor  of  the  right 
lo  allow  the  aforesaid  arms  to  be  constructed  at  the  Govern- 
ment armories. 

On  motion   of  Mr.   BENTON,  the  resolution 
^a-dopted  yesterday  permitting  Mr.  Palmer  to  add 
to  his  commercial  report  on  the  state  of  Siberia, 
&c.,  was  reconsidered,  and  the  resolution  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  CAMERON,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, reported  against  the  printing  of  the  petition  of 
Midshipman  Rodgei-s. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DIX,  the  unfavorable  report 
on  the  petition  of  Gustavus  Dorr  was  recommit- 
ted. 

THE  CALIFORNIA  CLAIMS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CASS,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  ascertain  and 
liquidate  the  claims  arising  out  of  the  capture  of 
California. 

Mr.  CASS  said  the  object  of  the  bill  was  ex- 

Elained  by  the  title.    The  evidence  which  had  been 
rought  before  the   Military  Committee   showed 
the  necessity  for  the  measure  proposed  by  this  bill  i 


for  the  purpose  of  settling  claims  connected  with 
the  occupation  of  California.  The  only  mode  of 
accomplishing  this  was  to  send  out  a  commission 
to  ascertain  and  pay  the  claims.  He  briefly  touched 
on  the  part  which  Colonel  Fremont  had  taken  in 
the  occupation  of  California,  and  the  consummate 
skill  and  courage  which  he  had  evinced  in  an  ex- 
pedition teeming  with  extraordinary  and  romantic 
interest. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DIX,  who  stated  that  it  was 
the  desire  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance to-  pass  the  loan  bill  to-day,  the  bill  was  then 
passed  over  informally. 

THE  LOAN  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
a  loan  of  sixteen  millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  PHELPS  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate. 
Dry  as  the  subject  of  finance  is,  he  did  not  expect 
to  throw  any  charm  upon  it:  he  would  only  treat 
it  as  a  matter  of  business.  There  were  three  as- 
pects in  which  the  bill  was  to  be  considered  :  How 
do  our  expenditures  agi-ee  with  our  income;  what 
is  the  condition  of  the  treasury  in  reference  to  its 
means  and  resources;  and  what  are  the  available 
means  in  the  treasury  to  meet  its  engagements? 

In  the  remarks  he  had  previously  made,  he  had 
endeavored  to  show  the  condition  of  the  treasury. 
He  had  accordingly  charged  all  the  loans  about  to 
be  negotiated  as  debts,  as  he  desired  to  show  all 
the  obligations  of  the  treasury.  The  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  took  a  different  course — 
his  object  being  to  show  all  the  available  means  of 
the  treasury.  He  then  went  on  to  explain  the  dif- 
ferent pi-ocess  of  reasoning  which  each  hadadopted, 
by  which  they  had  arrived  at  results  which  seemed 
to  be  contradictory. 

As  to  the  amount  of  our  public  debt,  he  looked 
upon  it  as  not  capable  of  being  exactly  ascertained. 
Its  minimum  may  be  fixed,  but  its  maximum  is  to 
be  determined  by  events  to  occur  hereafter.  He 
had  made  calculations  on  the  subject,  the  details 
of  which  he  read  from  a  paper  before  him.  The 
actual  debt  he  estimated  at  nearly  ninety-three  mil- 
lions. Looking  forward  to  J,he  termination  of  the 
war,  at  some  period,  he  atided  twenty  millions, 
which  would  make  the  minimum  of  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  millions:  what  the  maximum  may  be, 
no  one  can  tell.  By  another  mode  of  calculation, 
based  on  the  Secretary's  estimate,  he  made  the 
aggregate  of  one  hundred  and  seven  millions.  In 
this  calculation,  he  had  only  included  liquidated 
debt.  It  was  impossible  to  calculate  the  amount 
of  unliquidated  debt,  in  the  form  of  claims,  which 
will  come  in  "on  us  to  an  extent  which  cannot  be 
estimated.  We  have  already  passed  a  bill  to  raise 
ten  thousand  men,  the  expense  of  which  is  not  taken 
into  the  estimates  of  the  Secretary.  Another  bill 
is  on  our  tables  for  the  raising  of  twenty  thousand 
volunteers;  and  for  these,  not  a  cent  is  estimated. 
Then  there  are  the  land  bounties,  the  pensions,  the 
miscellaneous  claims,  losses,  contracts,  &,c. 

He  referred  to  a  claim,  a  report  on  which  had 
been  made  andlaidon  the  tables  of  Senators,  which 
looked  to  compensation  for  summer  and  winter 
clothing,  cotton  shirts,  boots  and  shoes.  He  knew 
not,  if  claims  of  this  kind  were  to  be  made  good, 
where  our  expenses  would  stop.  Claims  would 
come  in  for  losses  of  horses  and  mules.  We  had 
some  experience  of  this  sort  of  claim  in  our  Indian 
wars,  which  had  shown  that  Congress  was  the  best 
market  in  the  world  for  horses  and  mules.  He 
believed  that  our  debt  could  not  at  this  moment  be 
less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions. 

In  reference  to  certain  errors  which  had  been 
chai'ged  against  some  of  his  former  statements,  he 
expressed  his  entire  willingness  to  receive  correc- 
tion. But  if  he  had  eri-ed,  he  had  the  consolation 
of  being  in  very  honorable  company;  for  the  errors 
of  the  Secretary  had  attracted  genei-al  observation. 
It  was  of  the  utmost  importance  to  approximate  as 
nearly  as  possible  to  accuracy  in  estimating  the 
receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  current  and  com- 
ing years.  In  his  estimate  on  this  point,  he  had 
been  charged  with  error.  He  was  not  convinced 
of  error  by  this  statement.  On  the  contrary,  he 
believed  the  result  would  not  falsify  his  calcula- 
tion. It  had  been  said  that  the  receipts  to  this 
period  exceeded  what  he  had  estimated  for  the 
year.  He  admitted  the  fact  of  the  extraordinary 
receipts,  but  attributed  it  to  circumstances  which 
had  ceased  to  operate,  and  which  were  not  likely 
to  return.     Importations  would  soon  fall  off".     He 


read  an  extract  from  a  New  York  paper  as  to  the 
market  price  of  dry  goods,  to  show  that  no  exten- 
siveimportations  would  beiikely  during  the  present 
year,  the  stock  on  hand  being  unusually  heavy.  If 
the  spring  importations  do  not  come  in,  what  is  to 
make  up  our  revenue  for  the  next  year.' 

Excessive  importations  he  deprecated,  as  tend- 
ing to  great  commercial  distress,  and  forming  a  very 
improper  ground  for  the  congratulations  which  the 
Secretary  had  expressed  in  his  report.  They  led 
to  the  creation  of  a  foreign  debt,  to  private  bank- 
ruptcy, and  to  a  long  ti-ain  of  evils.  Our  recent 
prosperity  is  entirely  to  be  attributed  to  excessive 
exports,  which  are  not  likely  to  continue.  The 
favorable  change  we  have  witnessed  is  not  refer- 
able to  any  legislation  on  our  part.  It  is  the  result 
of  circumstances  which  have  been  independent  of 
any  wisdom  on  our  part. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time. 

On  the  demand  of  Mr.  HAIjE,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  ordered  on  the  jiassage  of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Bag- 
by,  Bell,  Berrien,  Breese,  Butler,  Cameron,  Davis  of  F»lassa- 
chnsetts,  Davis  ofMissis.iippi,  Dayton,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Doug- 
las, Downs,  Foote,  Hannegan,  Houston,  Hunter,  Johnson  of 
Maryland,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Mangum,  Miller, 
Moor,  NiU's,  Phelps,  Spruance,  Turney,  Underwood,  West- 
coit,  and  Yulee — 31. 
NAYS— Messrs.  Baldwin,  aiid  Hali.— 2. 

Mr.  ALLEN  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  to- 
morrow, ofler  a  joint  resolution,  and,  in  order  that 
it  might  be  understood,  he  would  read  it.  Mr.  A. 
then  read  the  following". 

Resolved,  S,-c.,  That,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Ameri- 
can people,  the  congratulations  of  Congress  are  hereby  ten- 
dered to  the  people  of  France  upon  their  success  in  their 
recent  efforts  to  consolidate  liberty  by  imbodying  its  prin- 
ciples in  a  republican  form  of  t'ovcrnment. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  ana 
he  is  hereby,  requested  to  transmit  this  resolution  to  the 
American  Minister  at  Paris,  with  instructions  to  present  it 
to  the  French  Government. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMERON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourneds 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  March  29,  1848.- 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  CHASE  rose  to  a  privileged  question,  and 
moved  the  following  resolution,  which  was  read 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  James  Monroe,  who  contests  the  seat  of 
David  S.  Jackson,  have  leave  to  be  heard  in  person  at  tU« 
bar  of  this  House. 

Mr.  SLINGERLAND  gave  notice  that  on  to- 
morrow, or  at  an  early  day  thereafter,  he  would 
ask  leave  to  inti>oduce  a  bill  to  give  to  actual  set- 
tlers the  benefit  of  Hmited  quantities  of  the  pubhc 
lands  for  a  nominal  compensation,  and  to  prevent 
speculation  in  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POLLOCK,  the  bill  to  autho- 
rize  a  loan  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  sixteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  which  was  this  day  returned  from 
the  Senate  with  sundry  amendments,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  asked  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  and  in»- 
portance  of  having  the  gas  lantern,  with  the  fixtures  apper- 
taining thereto,  erected  over  the  central  dome  of  the  Capitol, 
properly  protected  with  a  lightning-rod,  or  of  having  tiie  same 

immediately  removed. 

Being  objected  to,  the  resolution  was  not  re- 
ceived. 

On  motion  of  Mi-.  PHELPS,  the  Committee  ott 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  was  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Robert 
Mills,  relative  to  a  new  route  to  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
with  a  plan  for  the  transportation  of  despatches  to 
Astoria,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 

on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  fi.rtl.er  to  amend 

the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States.     Read 

and  committee).  _ 

soldiers'   bounty  LANDS. 

Mr  FRENCH,  from  the  Comniitteeon  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
»  An  act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional 
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military  force,  and  for  other  purposes 
read  twice. 

Mr.  FRENCH  asked  that  the  bill  might  be  put 
upoii  its  pnssa^^e. 

Mr.  FARAiV  wished  that  the  bill  should  be 
amended  so  as  to  obviate  an  evil  which  had  oc- 
curred from  the  construction  of  the  existing  law. 
The  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  Mr.  F.  was  in- 
formed, had  refused  certificates  for  bounty  land  to 
volunteers,  who,  having  performed  their  tour  of 
duty  and  returned  from  Mexico,  had,  at  their  own 
request,  been  discharged  in  some  ca.-ics  three  or 
four  days,  and  in  some  even  a  day  before  the  time 
at  which  they  would  regularly  have  hetn  dis- 
charged according  to  the  terms  of  their  mustering 
into  service.  Mr.  F.  considered  this  a  great  in- 
justice to  these  men,  and  a  palpable  violation  of  the 
spirit  and  intention  of  the  law.  Tliese  men  had 
honorably  fiilfilltd  their  duties,  and  the  country 
had  no  further  need  for  their  service;  and  as  a 
mere  matter  of  personal  convenience,  they  had 
asked  for  a  discharge  some  two  or  three  days  be- 
fore the  time,  in  some  cases  because  it  was  easier 
for  them  to  reach  their  homes  than  if  they  had 
gone  to  New  Orleans  to  be  regularly  discharged 
with  the  other  volunteers.  Ought  they,  on  such 
a  ground  as  this,  to  be  deprived  of  the  reward 
whicl)  their  country  had  provided  for  their  ex- 
posure, privations,  and  all  the  hardships  they  had 
endured.' 

Mr.  HARALSON  thought  it  would  be  well  that 
the  bill  should  be  referred  to  one  of  the  standing 
committees  of  the  House.  Mr.  H.  had  not  fully 
understood  the  bill  as  read  at  the  Clerk 's  table  :  and 
with  a  view  to  having  it  examined  with  the  care  it 
ought  to  recei^'e,he  would  move  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  iVlilitary  Affairs. 

Mr.  FRENCH  said,  that  this  bill  had  been  re- 
ported liy  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary:  its 
provisions  had  undergone  all  the  consideration 
which  was  due  to  its  importance.  Mr.  F.  briefly 
explained  them. 

Mr.  HARALSON,  understanding  that  the  bill 
bad  been  considered  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, withdrew  his  motion  to  commit. 

Mr.  WHITE  renewed  the  motion  to  refer  it  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
But  the  motion  did 'not_  prevail. 
Mr.  COBB  inquired  of  the  Chair,  how  many 
committees  of  the  House  had  reported  this  bill.' 
Had  it  not  been  made  the  special  order  for  a  par- 
ticular day? 

The  CHAIR  was  understood  to  reply,  that  a 
bill  had  been  reported  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  COBB  (resuming)  observed,  that  a  bill  like 
this  had  been  reported  by  tlse  Military  Committee; 
another  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands;  and 
now  it  came  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  EVANS  made  some  further  explanations 
as  to  the  bill,  and  the  difference  of  his  understand- 
ing from  that  of  Mr.  French  as  to  the  construction 
of  the  law  granting  bounty  land  to  volunteers. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  observed,  that 
the  fact  that  so  many  committees  had  reported  this 
bill,  and  all  were  in  favor  of  its  passage,  [(resented 
a  very  strong  presumption  that  its  provisions  were 
proper,  and  that  it  ought  to  become  a  law.  None 
of  the  bills  reported  was  precisely  identical  with 
this,  yet  the  provision  for  the  benefit  of  privates 
who  had  been  promoted  to  commissions  for  good 
conduct  while  in  actual  service  was  to  be  found  in 
them  all.  The  sentiment  of  the  House  in  favor  of 
such  ner.sons  receiving  their  bounty  land  as  they 
would  have  done  had  they  remained  in  the  ranks, 
seemed  to  be  nearly  unanimous. 

To  judge  of  the  propriety  of  putting  such  a  de- 
claratory construction  on  the  original  law,  we  must 
look  at  the  S[)irit  of  that  law,  and  the  object  for 
which  it  had  been  passed.  Its  object  had  been  to 
encourage  enlistment}  to  encourage  men  to  devote 
themselves  to  ilic  scrvi(;fc  of  their  country.  For 
this  purpose  a  bounty  in  land  had  been  provided 
for  the  common  soldier  who  Imd  faithfully  dis- 
charged iiis  duly;  and  now  lo  say  that  he  should 
no  longer  be  entitled  to  his  land  because;  he  had 
been  elevated  to  a  commissir)ii  for  iiis  good  be- 
havior was  directly  against  the  spirit  of  the  law 
and  utterly  subversive  of  the  plainest  diiuaics  of 
justice  and  of  sound  policy.  Was  (hi.s  a  likely 
Way  to  cherish  enthusiasm  for  the  military  service 
of  the  country.'  Whs  it  a  very  cheering  reward 
for  good  conduct  in  the  rank.s  lo  let  the  soldier 
understand,  that  if  his  behavior  was  so  meritorious 
as  to  obtain  for  him  the  honor  of  a  commission,  he 


must  lose  his  land;  that  because  he  had  been  made 
an  otRcer  he  must  be  worse  off  than  if  he  had  re- 
mained a  private.'     How  could  such  a  proceeding 
be  reconciled  with  common  sense.'  He  lioped  that 
gentlenun  would   not,  by  referring   the  bill  from 
commitlee  to  committee,  and  by  heaping  amend- 
ment upon  amendment,  destroy  the  bill.    Yet  that 
was  sure  to  be  the  result  of  such  a  course  as  some 
gentlemen  seemed  inclined  lo  pursue.     If  genlle- 
nien  were  not  willing  to  let  it  be  put  at  once  upon 
its  passage,  let  it  be  passed  by  sections,  piecemeal. 
If  it  was  again  to  be  referred,  other  business  would  | 
thrust  it  aside,  and   the  session  might  pass  away  ] 
without  anything  being  done.     He  trusted  no  fur-  | 
ther  obsiacles  and  delays  would  be  interposed,  but  i 
that  the  bill  might  be  passed  at  once.  i 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  remarked  that  this  | 
was  a  matter  which  he  had  before  investigated, 
having  had  the  honor  to  re|)ort  a  similar  bill  from  ] 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  as  would  be  re- 
membered by  the  House.  It  was  evidently  proper 
that  this  act  should  be  passed,  and  not  be  clogged 
with  amendments  incorporating  other  provisions. 
He  was  extremely  sorry,  as  he  liad  been  on  a 
former  occasion,  that  his  friend  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Pollock]  desired  to  provide  in  this  bill  for 
the  case  of  tlie  volunteers  in  the  war  of  1812 — a 
class  of  men,  by  the  way,  which  did  not  exist  at 
all,  for  there  were  no  volunteers  in  the  war  of  1812. 
But  if  there  had  been,  they  should  be  provided  for 
by  a  separate  bill.  If  the  bill  now  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  provided  fully  for 
the  casts  of  promotion  from  the  ranks,  he  hoped 
the  House  would  pass  it  at  once.  He  had  no  |)ar- 
ticularjiesire  to  press  the  bill  he  had  reported.  He 
presumed  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  had 
no  particular  desire  lo  press  this  bill.  He  called 
for  the  reading  of  the  bill;  and  it  having  been  read, 
he  was  understood  to  express  the  opinion  that  it 
would  meet  the  cases  for  which  it  was  intended, 
and  that  it  should  pass. 

Mr.  HARALSON  said  he  apprehended  that  he 
would  not  be  accused  of  opposition  to  the  objects 
to  be  attained  by  some  one  or  olhei>  of  these  bills. 
Two  of  ihem  had  already  been  reported  and  made 
the  special  order  for  Tuesday  next.  Now,  he 
submitted  whether  it  would  not  be  best  lo  make 
this  bill  the  special  order  for  the  same  day?  Let 
them  all  come  up,  and  let  the  whole  matter  be  ex- 
amined at  once.  He  moved  to  make  the  bill  the 
special  order  for  Tuesday  next,  and  demanded  the 
previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  gentleman  that 
the  previous  question,  if  sustained,  would  cut  off 
the  motion  to  make  it  the  special  order,  and  bring 
li.e  House  to  a  direct  vole  upon  the  bill. 

Mr.  HARALSON  then  withdrew  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question,  adhering  lo  the  motion 
lo  make  it  the  special  order. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  other  two  bills 
were  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  HARALSON.  I  move  to  refer  this  bill, 
then,  to  the  same  commiltee,  and  to  make  it  the 
special  order  for  Tuesday. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  could  only  be  made  the 
special  order  by  general  consent,  except  on  Mon- 
day. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  inquired  if  this  bill,  if 
referred,  would  not  come  up  with  the  otlier  bills 
on  the  same  subject. 

No  reply  was  heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  HARALSON,  however,  moved  the  refer- 
ence, waiving  the  proposition  lo  make  a  special 
order. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said,  if  there  was  a  general  de- 
sire on  the  part  of  the  House  to  pass  the  bill  now, 
he  should  be  glad  to  have  it  done — concurring,  as 
he  did  generally,  with  the  gentleman  from  Arkan- 
sas, [Mr.  Johnson,]  that  the  postponement  might 
jeopard  the  safety  of  the  proposition.  If,  how- 
ever, a  reference  was  to  be  made,  he  wished  to 
make  a  very  few  remarks  in  relation  to  the  several 
subjects  desired  by  gentlemen  to  be  embraced  in 
amendments  lo  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress.  The  first  amendment 
desired  by  members  of  this  House  had  for  its  only 
object  lo  give  bounty  lands  lo  such  persons  as  had 
served  for  a  lime  as  privates,  but  had  never  been 
discharged  as  such,  because  promoted  to  office. 
That  subject,  and  no  other,  was  embraced  in  this 
bill.  Tlierc  were  some  others  who  desired,  while 
they  were  legislating  on  this  subject,  thai  they 
should  also  give  bounty  lands  to  the  volunteers  of 


the  war  of  1812.     His  friend  from  Maryland  said 
there  were  no  such  men.     He  (Mr.  L.)  did  not  say 
there  were  many,  but  he  was  very  confident  there  • 
were  some.     His  friend  from  Kentucky  near  him 
[Mr.  Gaines]  told  him  he  himself  was  one. 

There  was  still  another  proposition  touching 
this  matter:  that  was,  that  person.s  entitled  lo 
bounty  land  should  by  law  be  entitled  to  locate 
these  lands  in  parcels,  and  not  be  required  to  locate 
them  in  one  body,  as  was  provided  by  the  exist- 
ing law. 

Now,  he  liad  carefully  drawn  np  a  bill  embra- 
cing these  three  separate  propositions,  which  he 
intended  to  propose  as  a  substitute  for  all  these 
bills  in  the  House,  or  in  Commitlee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  at  some  suitable  time. 
If  there  was  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  House 
to  act  at  once  on  this  separate  proposition,  he  re- 
peated that,  with  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas, 
he  should  prefer  it,  lest  they  should  lose  all.  But 
if  there  was  to  be  a  reference,  he  desired  to  intro- 
duce his  bit!  embracing  the  three  propositions,  thus 
enabling  the  committee  and  the  House  to  act  at  the 
same  time,  whether  favorably  or  unfavorably,  npon 
all.  He  inquired  whether  an  amendment  was  now 
in  order? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  in  a  few  words,  indistinctly 
heard, was  understood  lo  make  an  appeal  in  be- 
half of  those  sons  of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  and  other 
States  who  fought  in  the  war  of  1812.  They  had 
never  received  one  acre  of  bounty  land,  and  yet 
gentlemen  were  urging  upon  the  House  the  imme- 
diate donation  of  bounty  lands  to  those  who  had 
served  in  the  present  war.  He  thought,  those  who 
defended  our  soil  in  1812  were  as  meritorious  as 
those  who  had  invaded  the  Mexican  soil  in  1846- 
He  hoped  the  motion  to  refer  would  prevail. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  bill  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

ADVANCES  TO  VOLUNTEERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARALSON,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
slate  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  in  the 
chair,)  and  proceeded  to  consider  the  special  order, 
viz:  the  joint  resolution  "  lo  refund  money  for 
expenses  incurred,  subsistence  of  transportation 
furnished,  and  money  advanced  by  individual  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  the  vol- 
unteers, before  or  after  being  mustered  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  HARALSON,  in  a  brief  explanation  of  the 
bill,  reviewed  the  provisions  of  existing  joint  reso- 
lutions on  this  subject,  pointing  out  their  defects, 
and  advocating  the  passage  of  this  joint  resoUvlion 
as  a  remedy  for  those  defects,  and  as  a  measure 
urgently  demanded  by  a  sense  of  justice  to  those 
individuals  who  had  advanced  moneys  indispen- 
sably necessary  for  the  use  of  the  volunteers,  for 
subsistence,  transportation,  (fee.  He  trusted  that 
the  joint  resolution  would  pass  without  a  singly 
objection. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to  amend 
it  by  inserting  at'tev  the  word  "  United  States," 
where  they^rst  occur,  the  words,  "and  to  the 
several  States,"  so  as  lo  make  the  benefits  of  the 
resolution  apply  to  the  several  States  as  well  as  to 
individuals. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  some  $2,500  had  been  paid  out 
of  the  funds  of  his  State  forexpenses  for  volunteers. 
The  oliject  of  this  amendment  was  to  ensure  its  re- 
turn, 'i'hejointresolulion  as  it  stood,  providing  for 
refunding  moneys  lo  individuals,  might  perhaps  be 
construed  not  lo  apply  lo  the  States.  The  claim 
of  his  Stale  had  been  referred  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  rejected  or  suspended, on  the  ground  that 
there  was  no  law  now  in  force  authorizing  its  pay- 
ment. He  referred  lo  the  proviso  of  the  joint  res- 
olution, and  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  would 
be  an  ample  guarantee  that  no  money  should  be 
paid  out  of  the  treasury  unless  for  expenses  wliich 
had  necessarily  been  incurred.  With  the  ameiid- 
ment  proposed  he  favored  the  passage  of  the  joint 
resolution. 

Mr.  S.  LAWRENCE  moved  to  qmcnd  the 
amendment  by  adding,  after  the  word  "  States," 
the  words  "  cities  or  counties  tiierein."  It  would 
then  read,  "and  to  the  several  Slates,  cities  or 
counlics  therein." 

Mr.  BROWN  accepted  the  modification. 

After  a  few  wordsof  explanation  between  Mr.  S. 
LAWllENCEandMr.  BROWN  of  Mississippi— 
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Mr.  MILLER  advocated  the  passage  of  the 
resolution.  He  said  it  was  impossible  to  muster 
these  regiments  into  the  public  sevice  under  two 
or  three  months,  and  during  that  time  there  was 
subsistence  and  other  expenses  in  getting  the 
regiments  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  which  must 
be  assumed  by  somebody  in  the  absence  of  all  le- 
gislation on  the  subject.  These  expenses  had  been 
assumed,  and  he  hoped  there  would  be  no  further 
delay  in  passing  this  resolution,  that  these  sums 
might  be  refunded. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  also  advocated  the  passage  of 
the  resolution,  giving  to  the  committee  a  recital  of 
several  cases  in  which  private  individuals  of  limit- 
ed means  had  patriotically  come  forward,  and  ad- 
vanced money  for  tlie  Government,  which  should 
be  at  once  returned. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  also  urged  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  thought  it  required 
some  qualification,  with  which  he  was  willing  to 
vote  for  it.  He  pointed  out  how  it  might  operate 
unequally,  remarking  that  it  should  be  guarded  so 
as  to  provide  for  the  repayment  of  any  money  that 
an  officer  of  the  United  States  would  have  been  au- 
thorized to  pay  if  he  had  participated  in  the  mus- 
tering, subsistence,  and  transportation  of  these 
regiments. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Brown's 
amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  adding  after  the  words  "Provided, 
however"  the  words  "  that  proof  shall  be  made  of 
the  amount  thus  expended  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and." 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKAY  thought  there  was  a  preliminary 
objection  to  the  resolution.  The  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  provided  that  no  money  should 
be  drawn  from  the  treasury  but  by  the  operation 
of  law.  He  therefore  moved  to  strike  out  the 
commencement  of  the  resolution,  and  substitute 
the  usual  enacting  clause  of  bills. 

After  a  few  words  between  Mr.  HARALSON 
and  Mr.  McKAY,  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  McKAY.also  pointed  out  the  provision  for 
subsistence  as  going  beyond  the  usages  of  Con- 
gress, which  he  thought  should  be  brought  within 
reasonable  limits.   • 

Mr.  BURT  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Haralson]  must  know,  he  could  not  fail  to 
know,  as  all  the  members  of  the  House  well  knew, 
that  when  a  volunteer  corps  raised  within  a  State  was 
ordered  to  repair  to  an  appointed  rendezvous,  the 
companies  which  composed  it  were  often  raised  and 
organized  sometimes  at  the  distance  of  two  hun- 
dred miles  from  the  point  of  rendezvous,  and  that 
they  needed  to  be  subsisted  and  their  transporta- 
tion paid  for  between  the  time  of  their  organization 
and  their  actual  arrival  at  the  rendezvous  and  be- 
ing mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
Now,  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
McKay]  would  not  be  understood  as  saying  that 
these  companies  the  moment  they  were  organized 
began  to  receive  pay,  subsistence,  and  mileage  to 
cover  their  transportation  to  the  rendezvous.  He 
could  not  have  intended  to  advance  such  a  posi- 
tion as  that,  because  every  man  who  heard  him 
knew  that  such  was  not  the  fact.  The  object  of 
the  resolution  was  to  provide  the  necessary  means 
of  transporting  these  several  companies  composing 
regiments  or  battalions  to  their  place  of  rendezvous; 
and,  where  moneys  had  been  advanced  by  indi- 
viduals or  by  States  for  this  purpose,  to  require 
the  sums  to  be  refunded  out  of  the  treasury  of  the 
tJnited  States. 

Mr.  McKAY  here  read  the  words  of  the  exist- 
ing law,  which  provided  a  certain  allowance  to  be 
paid  to  volunteers,  "from  the  period  of  their  leav- 
ing their  homes  to  their  arrival  at  the  place  of 
rendezvous." 

Mr.  BURT  (resuming)  observed  that  he  had 
not  been  edified  at  all  by  the  extract  the  gentleman 
liad  read  to  him,  nor  did  he  believe  the  committee 
had  been  much  enlightened  by  it.  Had  Mr.  B. 
time  now  to  go  into  an  exposition  and  construction 
of  the  law,  he  should  like  to  show  the  gentleman 
that  his  interpretation  of  its  provisions  on  this 
point  was  unsatisfactory.  If  the  gentleman  really 
wanted  the  committee  to  understand  him  as  main- 
taining that  these  companies  were  to  be  paid  their 
allowances  in  advance,  to  cover  the  expenses  of 
their  journey  from  their  homes  to  the  place  of  ren- 


dezvous, he  would  find  that  he  failed  to  convince 
them  of  any  such  position. 

Mr.  McKAY  disclaimed  any  such  intention. 

Mr.  BURT  said  he  felt  very  sure  the  gentleman 
could  not  have  intended  to  say  so.  The  money 
was  not  advanced  to  these  companies  by  the  Gov- 
ernment to  transport  them  to  their  place  of  rendez- 
vous, and  how  were  they  to  get  there.'  He  was 
aware  that,  after  they  arrived  and  were  mustered 
into  service,  their  pay  and  subsistence  immediately 
commenced;  but  how  were  they  to  get  there  unless 
somebody  advanced  the  necessary  means?  In  some 
cases  patriotic  officers,  who  felt  a  great  interest  in 
recruiting  soldiers  for  the  war,  made  these  ad- 
vances out  of  their  own  pockets;  sometimes  it  was 
done  by  other  patriotic  individuals;  and  would  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  stand  up  here  and 
say  that  such  men  ought  not  to  have  their  money 
repaid  ?     Yet  that  was  the  question. 

The  gentleman  had  some  experience  himself  in 
the  sort  of  legislation  he  now  recommended;  for 
lie  had  reported  a  joint  resolution  at  a  former  ses- 
sion to  refund  money  advanced  for  the  volunteers 
by  the  States,  the  amoutit  to  be  deducted  frotn  the 
pay  of  the  privates.  The  gentleman  succeeded  in 
getting  such  a  resolution  passed  by  both  Houses; 
but  th^  Secretary  of  War  promptly  reported  it  to 
be  impracticable  to  carry  it  into  practice.  It  was, 
in  practice,  a  simple  impossibility  to  deduct  these 
amounts  so  advanced  by  State  authority  from  the 
pittance  paid  to  the  common  soldier.  And  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  subsequently 
offered  another  resolution  on  the  same  general  sub- 
ject, ill  which  that  objectionable  and  odious  feature 
had  been  omitted,  and  it  was  omitted  because  it 
could  not  be  carried  out.  The  thing  had  been  tried 
and  it  could  not  be  done. 

Mr.  B.  did  not  know  but  the  gentleman's  objec- 
tion to  another  part  of  the  resolution  was  better 
founded.  He  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  provid- 
ing for  refunding  moneys  which  had  been  advanced 
after  the  troops  had  been  mustered  into  service, 
because  such  moneys  were  always  paid  by  the 
proper  officers.  If,  in  any  particular  case,  they 
had  been  unable  to  do  it,  the  fact  had  not  come  to 
Mr.  B.'s  knowledge.  He  therefore  thought  it  pro- 
per enough  to  strike  out  the  clause,  "  or  for  sub- 
sisting troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
or  for  money  advanced  to  the  commanding  officer 
of  any  regiment,  battalion,  or  company  for  the  pur- 
poses aforesaid."     He  made  that  motion. 

Mr.  HARALSON  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
striking  out  the  first  portion  of  this  clause,  viz  : 
"  or  for  subsisting  troops  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;"  but  he  must  oppose  striking  out  the 
latter  portion,  viz:  "  or  for  money  advanced  to  the 
commanding  officer  of  any  regiment,  battalion,  or 
company,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid." 

Mr.  H.  made  some  remarks  in  support  of  this 
objection,  which  (in  consequence  of  liis  turning 
away)  were  not  heard  by  the  reporter. 

Mr.  BURT  said  that  the  gentleman's  object 
would  be  accomplished  by  his  amendment.  The 
expenses  incurred  by  the  officer  in  transporting 
troops  to  the  rendezvous  would  still  be  covered. 
It  covered  all  the  expenses  of  bringing  troops  to 
the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  till  they  were  actu- 
ally mustered  into  service,  whether  the  money  was 
advanced  by  a  State,  a  city,  or  any  one  else. 

Mr.  HARALSON  differed  from  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  on  this  point.  He  admitted 
that  the  resolution  would  cover  expenses  of  trans- 
portation, so  far  as  the  troops  and  officers  were 
concerned,  but  it  would  not  ensure  the  refunding  of 
money  advanced  by  individuals,  because  they  had 
not  "  incurred  expenses  in  organizing,  subsisting, 
or  transporting"  the  troops;  they  had  only  ad- 
vanced money.  Where  could  be  the  necessity  of 
striking  out  the  last  part  of  the  clause?  "The 
commanding  officer  of  any  regiment,  battalion,  or 
Company"  v.'as  an  officer  of  the  United  States.  If 
the  gentleman's  amendment  prevailed,  the  money 
advanced  by  him  would  not  be  included.  If  the 
gentleman  meant  to  relieve  such  cases,  why  not 
say  so  in  so  many  words?  Retaining  the  clause 
would  only  make  the  meaning  more  clear.  Mr. 
H.  was  willing  to  accept  the  amendment  so  far  as 
the  first  clause  was  concerned,  but  not  the  second. 

Mr.  BURT,  with  a  view  to  remove  the  gentle- 
man's objection,  was  willing  to  amend  by  adding, 
after  the  words  "  e.xpenses  incurred,"  the  further 
words  "  or  sums  of  money  paid  by  theni,"  so  as 
to  read  "  that  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is 
'hereby,  authorized  and  required,  to  cause  to  be 


'  refunded  to  individuals,  citizens  of  the  United 
'  States,  the  amount  of  expenses  incurred,  or  sums 
'  of  money  advanced  by  them,  in  organizing,  sub- 
'  sisting,  or  transporting  volunteers  previous  to 
'  their  being  mustered  and  received  into  the  service 
'  of  the  United  States."  All  he  wished  was  to  pro- 
vide for  covering  the  whole  expense  of  bringing 
organized  companies  of  volunteers  to  their  respect- 
ive places  of  rendezvous. 

Mr.  HARALSON.  Then  why  object  to  re- 
taining the  latter  clause  ? 

Mr.  BURT  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  VAN  DYKE  proposed  to  insert  before  the 
word  "  organizing"  the  word  "  raising,"  so  as  to 
make  it  read  "  expenses  incurred  by  them  in  rais- 
ing, organizing,  subsisting,  or  transporting  volun- 
teers." 

Mr.  V.  D.  contended  that  raising  volunteers  was 
a  distinct  previous  process  to  organizing  them. 

Mr.  HARALSON  said  that  the  term  "  organ- 
izing" included  the  whole. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to,  only  twenty- 
eight  members  rising  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  HARALSON  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  or  for  subsisting  troops  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States."     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKAY  wished  to  propose  another  amend- 
ment. It  was  well  known,  that  when  the  volun- 
teer companies  were  organized  in  different  quarters 
of  the  country,  on  the  call  of  the  Executive,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  present  war,  various  contri- 
butions had  been  made  for  their  expenses  by  cities, 
towns,  and  patriotic  individuals.  In  many  cases, 
these  contributions  were  not  intended  to  be  merely 
a  temporary  advance  of  money  to  the  Government, 
but  were  offered  as  gratuities,  under  the  impulse 
of  ardent  patriotism,  and  never  expected  or  desired 
to  be  refunded.  He  wished  a  clause  introduced 
for  the  purpose  of  making  such  donations  an  ex- 
ception to  the  operation  of  the  resolution.  After 
State  and  municipal  authorities,  as  well  as  private 
individuals,  had  acted  in  this  honorable  and  patri- 
otic manner.  Government  ought  not  to  hold  out  to 
them  the  mercenary  proposal  of  refunding  what  had 
thus  been  advanced  from  their  own  pockets. 

He  would  therefore  move  to  modify  the  proviso 
in  the  resolution  so  as  to  make  it  read:  "  Provided,' 
however,  that  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that  said 
expenses  incurred,  subsistence  or  transportation 
furnished,  or  money  advanced,  were  not  intended 
as  gratvities." 

Mr.  POLLOCK  warmly  opposed  this  amend- 
ment, insisting  that  the  insertion  of  any  such  clause 
as  that  would  be  understood  as  conveying  a  very 
serious  reflection  on  those  States  and  cities,  those 
patriotic  towns  and  individuals,  to  whom  it  refer- 
red. Mr.  P.  was  disposed  to  trust  these  States 
and  their  patriotic  citizens.  He  would  not  insinu- 
ate that,  on  a  "  sober  second  thought,"  they  con- 
cluded to  receive  back,  in  repayment,  what  they 
had  laid  as  a  patriotic  offering  on  the  altar  of  their 
country 's  service.  The  amend  ment  proposed  would 
be  considered  as  reflecting  on  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  our  countrymen. 

Mr.  BURT  said  the  amendment  was  wholly 
unnecessary,  as  the  very  terms  of  the  resolution 
necessarily  excluded  such  cases. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  said  he  had  not  the  remotest 
conception  that  such  repayment  would  be  asked  or 
accepted  in  a  single  instance. 

The  amendment  was  rejected  without  a  count. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  between  the  words  "  Provided,  how- 
ever," and  theamendmentmoved  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Starkweather]  just  adopt- 
ed, the  words  "  that  said  volunteers  were  mustered 
and  received  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and." 

He  said  that  the  resolution  applied,  by  its  phrase- 
ology, to  "  expenses  incurred  in  organizing,  sub- 
sisting, or  transporting  volunteers  previous  to  their 
being' III i(s/e7-e(<  and  received  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States."  Now,  a  construction  might  be 
put  upon  these  words  as  if  the  expenses  of  volun- 
teers who  had  been  organized,  but  had  not  been 
mustered  and  received  into  the  service  ot;  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  were  also  to  be  paid.  He  believed  that 
such  was  not  the  intention  of  the  House  He  was 
told  that  this  was  not  the  construction  which  would 
be  put  upon  it  by  the  War  Pep;irtment  If  so, 
thiJ  ought  to  be  ,^-ovided  against,  that  such  volun- 
cers  mi-ht  be  saved  the  labor  and  expense  of 
piesentrng  claims  a.  the  War  Department,  which 
would  ut  once  be  rejected. 
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Mr.  BURT  thought  any  amendment  to  obviate 
this  quite  unnecessary.  It  was  plainly  impo.ssi- 
ble  by  any  phraseoloo;y  to  exclude  all  conclusions. 
The  object  of  the  resolution  was  manifest  upon  its 
face.  It  referred  to  troops  who  were  mustered  into 
the  service,  and  to  none  others;  and  its  object  was 
to  pay  the  expenses  incurred  by  them  "  previ- 
ously to  their  being  so  mustered."  The  language 
could  not  be  more  explicit. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  inquired  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Burt,]  if  it  was  designed  by 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  pay  those 
expenses  incurred  by  persons  engaged  in  getting 
up  military  companies  before  the  companies  had 
elected  their  officers  ? 

It  would  be  found,  on  inquiry,  that  in  some  of 
the  States,  it  required  months  to  raise  and  organ- 
ize companies  and  regiments;  tliat  volunteering 
stations  (similar  to  recruiting  stations  in  the  regu- 
lar army)  had  been  opened  in  the  Atlantic  cities, 
and  kept  up  at  a  cost  of  thousands  of  dollars,  as  a 
means  to  stimulate  the  patriotism  of  the  people, 
and  to  induce  them  to  volunteer.  Now,  was  it 
designed  to  pay  those  expenses?  Was  it  the  ob- 
ject to  pay  those  persons  of  wealth,  who  have 
used  their  money  at  recruiting  stations  in  the  cities, 
to  have  themselves  elected  captains  and  colonels.' 
The  phraseology  of  the  resolution  was  such  as  to 
embrace  that  class  of  cases — rouiil  we  si\nction  it? 
Mr.  BURT  said  he  would  ariswer  the  gentle- 
man. It  was  well  known  that  these  volunteer 
companies  were  seldom  formed  all  at  once;  it  was 
sometimes  a  fortnight  before  the  requisite  number 
was  obtained  to  constitute  a  single  company.  This 
resolution  was  intended  to  provide  for  their  ex- 
penses during  this  period,  and  until  they  were 
mustered  into  service.  As  to  cheating  and  bribery 
to  get  office,  Mr.  B.  knew  nothing  about  them. 
Such  practices  had  no  existence  in  the  community 
in  which  he  resided. 

Mr.  HARALSON  said  that  what  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  apprehended  was  excluded  effectually 
by  the  last  clause:  "  Provided  that  it  shall  be  made 
to  appear  that  said  expenses  incurred,  subsistence 
or  transportation  furnished,  or  money  advanced, 
were  necessary  and  proper  for  the  troops  afore- 
said." Would  any  Secretary  of  War  say  that 
money  advanced  for  electioneering  purposes  was  a 
necessary  and  proper  expenditure?  [A  laugh.] 
[A  voice.  "  Certainly  he  would."  Laughter.] 
Mr.  FICKLIN  insisted  that  the  resolution  was 
very  loosely  worded.  As  it  stood,  the  language 
embraced  all  kinds  of  expenditure;  and  it  was  well 
known  that  some  volunteered,  and  paid  large 
amounts  of  money,  for  the  sake  of  being  elected 
captains  and  lieutenants.  As  to  there  being  no 
such  thing  as  cheating  and  bribery  in  South  Caro- 
lina, Mr.  F.  believed  there  were  quite  as  many 
"appliances"  used  with  a  view  to  getting  elected 
in  that  State  as  in  any  other  in  tlie  Union.  Gen- 
tlemen from  there  might  claim  a  proud  exemption 
from  such  things,  but  it  would  not  be  accorded  to 
them.  The  terms  of  the  resolution  were  very  loose 
and  indefinite.  He  understood  the  real  object  of 
the  resolution  was  to  embrace  only  the  expenses 
incurred  after  a  company  was  organized,  and  pre- 
vious to  their  being  mustered  into  service.  He 
should  propose  an  amendment  to  restrict  its  ap- 
plication, 

Mr.  WICK  said  he  was  against  the  whole  reso- 
lution. The  eftect  of  it  would  be  to  authorize 
men  to  commit  larceny.  [A  laugh.]  There  was 
n  great  deal  of  stealing  done  by  very  honorable 
gentlemen,  who  could  readily  get  a  ticket  of  char- 
acter from  all  their  neighbors,  and  by  some  gen- 
tlemen in  very  high  stations  too.  He  thought  if, 
under  this  resolution,  money  was  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  treasury,  its  effect  would  be  to  corrupt  a 
great  many  very'clever  men  who  never  would  steal 
if  Congress  did  not  first  hold  out  to  them  the 
temptation  and  the  means  of  fraud.  Tiiere  was 
no  need  of  passing  any  such  resolution.  The  ex- 
penses of  lhe.se  volunteers  before  they  reached 
their  rendezvous  weie  fully  covered  by  the  results 
of  popular  feeling,  or  if  not,  they  ought  to  have 
been.  Mr.  W.  staled,  at  least,  what  had  happen- 
ed in  his  own  State,  against  which  so  many  severe 
reproaches  had  been  indulged.  There,  when  youno- 
men  had  volunteered,  the  people  turned  out  and 
took  them  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  all  ac- 
counts for  their  expenses  were  promptly  squared. 
A  draft  for  their  mileage  to  the  rendczvou.s  was 
immediately  accepted  and  paid.  The  old  farmers 
turned  out  with  their  teams  and  wheeled  them  olf 


in  a  body,  and  it  did  not  cost  the  volunteers  a  cent. 
They  gave  them  their  meals  and  let  them  sleep  in 
their  houses  and  barns.  If  it  was  not  so  over  the 
whole  country  it  ought  to  have  been. 

Mr.  W.  said  he  had  been  accustomed  to  sit  here 
and  see  stealing  done  and  could  not  prevent  it;  but 
he  was  not  willing  to  sit  silent  and  see  the  way 
opened  for  doing  it.  Not  a  dollar  would  go  into 
Indiana  under  this  resolution.  Possibly  when  it 
became  known  some  might  come  and  put  in  a  claim 
under  it;  but  those  who  made  it  would  be  just  as 
well  without  the  money.  The  same  impulse  which 
led  the  old  farmers  to  turn  out  with  their  teams  to 
carry  men  to  the  rendezvous,  led  them  when  they 
got  there  to  pass  the  hat  round  to  furnish  them 
with  the  means  of  comfort,  and  they  were  supplied 
with  whatever  they  wanted.  This  had  always  been 
done  in  his  part  of  the  country,  and  it  was  done 
without  the  remotest  expectation  of  return.  Did 
gentlemen  suppose  that  the  patriotism  which  pro- 
duced these  effects  had  perished  and  been  trodden 
down  by  the  way-side  and  withered?  Mr.  W. 
did  not  believe  it. 

But  if  this  resolution  must  pass,  he  would  offer 
an  amendment  to  it,  and  send  it  to  be  read  at  the 
Clerk's  table;  giving  notice,  however,  that  even 
should  his  amendment  be  adopted,  be  should  vote 
against  the  resolution  when  amended. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 
"  And  also  to  make  proper  compensation  to  the  adjutant 
generals  of  States  for  their  services  in  and  about  raising 
corps  of  volunteers  and  .superintending  tlie  same  prior  to  tJieir 
being  mustered  into  service." 

Mr.  W.  explained  the  grounds  of  his  amend- 
ment. In  1846  they  had  in  Indiana  an  adjutant 
general,  who  was  said  by  the  people  to  be  every- 
where present.  He  got  boys  from  the  four  winds 
of  heaven,  and  kept  them  together  till  he  got  them 
mustered  into  the  service.  For  his  services  in  1846 
the  Legislature  had  made  him  a  moderate  com- 
pensation; but  for  the  service  rendered  in  1847,  in 
raising  two  regiments,  he  had  been  refused  com- 
pensation by  the  Legislature,  who  had  adopted 
and  sent  him  a  joint  resolution  recommending  his 
compensation  by  Congress.  He  would  not  say 
that  this  was  owing  to  a  change  in  the  politics  of 
the  Legislature.  He  knew  tha.t  this  officer  had 
spent  many  weeks  and  much  money  to  organize 
companies  and  to  get  them  up  to  the  rendezvous; 
and  after  he  had  got  them  there  he  volunteered  to 
stay  witli  them,  and  acted  the  part  of  a  father  to 
them  all;  and  for  all  this  he  never  got  a  penny. 
For  these  reasons  Mr.  W.  had  offered  the  amend- 
ment, but  he  should  vote  against  the  resolution. 

The  expenses  incurred  in  raising  volunteers  hand 
over  hand  ought  not  to  be  compensated.  The 
Governors  of  States  ought  to  have  taken  pains  to 
inquire  before  they  made  such  unmeasured  advan- 
ces of  money.  Money  had  in  many  cases  been 
very  wantonly  expended.  If  the  States  chose  to 
volunteer  such  expenses,  let  them  remain  as  a  bur- 
den on  their  treasury.  If  individuals  volunteered, 
they  did  so  not  without  motive;  if  that  motive  was 
pure,  let  that  motive  be  their  compensation.  Mr. 
W.  was  against  the  wliole  affair;  it  would  open  an 
immense  chasm  in  the  treasury  wall. 

Mr.  LAHM,  of  Ohio,  then  obtained  the  floor, 
and  addressed  the  House  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  When  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Haralson]  this  mornuig  proposed 
that  the  House  should  resolve  itself  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  and  take  up  the  resolution  now 
under  discussion,  he  informed  us  that  the  matter 
could  be  disposed  of  in  half  an  hour,  and  we  could 
then  take  up  the  Oregon  bill.  Under  that  pledge, 
I  favored  his  proposition.  We  have  now  been 
listening  to  discussion  on  the  resolution  for  over 
two  hours,  and  the  indications  are  very  clear  that 
the  matter  before  us  will  not  be  disposed  of  to- 
day. 

For  some  weeks  I  have  been  trying  to  get  the 
floor,  with  a  view  to  giving  my  views  on  some 
subjects  connected  with  the  war.  Thus  far  I  have 
failed;  and  now  that  this  resolution  is  connected 
with  the  war,  and  particularly  as  I  shall  be  absent 
for  some  days,  as  is  very  conmion  with  gentlemen 
here,  I  will  seize  the  present  opportunity  to  present 
my  views  on  the  subject  of  our  difficulties  with 
Mexico.  One  of  the  consequences  of  the  war  is, 
the  acquisition  of  territory;  and  with  that  will 
probably  be  connected  the  question  of  the  ordi- 
nance 01.1787,  as  contained  in  the  Oregon  bill,  and 
I  will  therefore  briefly  give  the  views  I  entertain 
on  that  subject.     My  action  in  regard  to  the  exten- 


sion of  slavery  Avill  be  governed  by  my  pledges, 
my  convictions  of  what  1  conceive  to  be  right,  and 
what  I  conceive  to  be  the  wishes  of  a  majority  of 
my  constituents.  Having  ascertained  these,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  look  further.  Slavery  is  conceded 
to  be  a  moral  and  political  evil— ii  dark  stain  upftu 
the  institutions  of  the  country;  and  tlierefore, 
although  I  would  be  the  last  man  to  interfere  with 
it,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  not  only  in  the 
States  where  it  now  exists,  but  even  in  this  District, 
yet  I  am  well  convinced  that  all  legal  and  consti- 
tutional means  within  our  power  should  be  exer- 
cised to  prevent  its  further  extension.  In  this,  I 
am  satisfied  I  express  the  sentiments  of  a  large 
majority  of  the  people  of  my  district.  At  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Democracy  of  Wayne  county,  one  of 
the  counties  of  my  district,  (and  it  is  composed  of 
but  two  and  a  part  of  another,)  on  the  4th  of  De- 
cember last,  they  unanimously  adopted  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: 

"  16.  Resolved,  That  while  we  look  upon  slaverj'  as  an  evil, 
threatening  the  harmony  ant-l  permanency  oflhis  Union, we 
have  no  disposition  to  interfere  with  that  institution  as  ft 
now  e.tists  in  the  States,  and  would  be  witling  to 'war  to' 
the  death'  in  defence  of  tiie  original  compact  entered  into 
l)y  the  Fathers  of  the  Revolution. 

"  17.  Resolved,  That  we  are  opposed  to  the  extension  or 
toleration  of  slavery  in  any  territory  now  free,  which  may 
hereafter  he  acquired  by  lliis  Government;  but  this  oppo- 
sition would  not  lead  us  to  favor  the  attachment  of  the  Wil- 
niot  proviso  to  any  bill  for  settling  the  terms  of  peace  between 
Mexico  and  the  United  States,  nor  should  it  be  permittetl 
to  clog  the  movement  of  the  President  in  his  negotiationsr 
therefor." 

Here,  sir,  is  an  express  declaration  in  oppositiorr 
to  the  extension  of  slavery  over  territory  now  free, 
at  the  same  time  disavowing  all  interference  witli 
the  subject  in  the  slave  States,  and  opposing  the  at- 
tachment of  the  Wilmot  proviso  to  any  bill  settling 
our  difl^culties  with  Mexico.  I  entirely  concur 
with  the  sentiments  expressed  in  these  resolutions. 
And  although  I  was  always  in  favor  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Wilmot  proviso,  yet  I  am  well  satisfied 
that  it  was  ilt-timed,  out  of  place,  and  not  at  alF 
calculated  to  accomplish  the  objects  its  friends 
professed  to  have  in  view.  Its  attachment  to  any 
bill  or  treaty,  for  the  settlement  of  our  troubles 
with  Mexico,  would  but  have  defeated  such  bill  or 
treaty  and  prolonged  the  war. 

At  a  Democratic  county  convention,  held  in  ray 
county  on  the  4lh  of  the  present  month,  they  adopt- 
ed the  following  resolutions  • 

"  Resolved,  That  slavery  in  any  foriri  is  incompatible  with 
a  truly  republican  form  of  government,  but  inasynuch  as  in 
the  organization  of  the  American  Government  thai  peculiar 
institution  was  recognized,  it  can  only  be  eradicated  by  con- 
stitutional provision,  with  the  consent  of  the  people  of  the 
States  in  which  it  e-xists. 

'^Resolved,  That  we  are  opposed  to  the  extension  of  sla- 
very, and  will  favor  all  legal  and  constitutional  means  of 
restricting  it  within  its  present  limits." 

Thus  again  disclaiming  all  interference  witb  the 
subject  in  the  States,  but  in  favor  of  using  all  legal 
and  constitutional  means  to  restrict  it  to  its  present  . 
limits.    With  these  resolutions  I  entirely  concur. 

Again:  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  at  its  last  session, 
by  an  almost  unanimous  vote,  adopted  a  resolution 
in  favor  of  extending  ilie  ordinance  of  1787  over 
all  territory  now  free,  including  that  which  may 
be  thereafter  acquired.  So  that  I  cannot  be  mis- 
taken when  I  say,  that  while  the  people  of  Ohio, 
and  the  Democracy  of  Ohio,  are  opposed  to  all 
interference  with  the  subject  where  it  now  exists, 
they  still  claim  the  right  to  use  all  legitimate  means 
to  prevent  its  extension.  This  is  in  accordance 
with  their  recetUly  expres-sed  views;  it  is  in  accord- 
ance with  my  own  convictions  of  right. 

Is,  then,  the  question  practically  and  legitimately 
before  us  in  the  Oregon  bill,  and  has  Congress  the 
power,  under  the  Constitution,  to  provide  against 
the  e.xtension  of  slavery  over  territory  now  free? 
Time  will  not  permit  me  to  enter  fully  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  this  question;  I  will,  therefore,  simply 
allude  to  the  ordinance  of  1787,  which  was  adopted 
by  the  unanimous  vote  of  all  the  States,  North  and 
South,  and  included  the  whole  of  the  territory  then 
belonging  to  the  Union.  Among  the  prominent 
actors  in  support  of  this  measure  was  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son. In  1789,  the  ordinance  was  recognized  and 
modified  by  the  action  of  Congress. 

In  1790,  North  Carolina  ceded  to  the  Union  the 
territory  that  now  constitutes  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see. In  the  deed  of  cession,  it  was  provided  "that  no 
regulation  made  or  to  be  made  by  Congress,  should 
tend  to  emancipate  slaves" — clearly  recognizing  in 
Congress  the  right  to  regulate  the  subject. 

In  1803,  Georgia  ceded  to  the  Union  what  was 
known  as  tlie  Mississippi  territory,  and  provided 
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for  the  extension  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  over  it, 
excepting  that  part  wliich  relates  to  slavery. 

In  1820,  the  Missouri  compromise  was  adopted, 
which,  of  itself,  recognizes  in  Congress  the  power 
to  legislate  on  the  subject;  and  the  history  of  the 
times  shows  that  every  JNorthern  State  was  then 
opposed  to  the  extension  of  slavery. 

I  will,  however,  allude  to  but  one  more  author- 
ity in  proof  of  the  position  that  Congress  has  power 
over  the  subject,  and  that  it  is  legitimately  before 
us.  In  the  '''Union"of  the  25th  of  January,  1848, 
•wefindaneditorial,of  which  the  folio  wing  is  a  part: 

"111  regard  to  the  Wilmot  Proviso,  we  need  say  but  little. 
That  humbug  lias  wellnigli  exploded;  but  in  its  time  it  lias 
done  much  mischief  to  tlie  Democratic  party  and  the  Ad- 
ministration. It  was  the  work  of  an  abler  and  more  design- 
ing man  than  Mr.  Wilmot — we  refer  to  Mr.  Briiikerhoff,  of 
Ohio.  That  gentleman  has  proclaimed  himself  to  be  its 
author,  and  has  bequeathed  it  as  a  precious  legacy  to  his 
children.  Mr.  Wilmot  was  merely  his  agent,  if  Mr.  Brink- 
erhoffis  to  be  believed.  It  was  offered  out  of  time  and  out 
of  place.  It  was  calculated  to  embarrass  the  Administra- 
tion ;  and  none  of  its  true  friends,  however  favorable  to  the 
principle  of  the  proviso,  would  thus  have  thrust  it  before  the 
House  and  the  country,  long  before  the  question  could  arise 
practically.  This  could  not  be  until  the  period  when  Con- 
gress should  proceed  to  establish  a  territorial  government 
over  any  of  our  acquisitions." 

From  this,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  editor  of  the 
"  Union,"  who  is  identified  with  the  fathers  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  who,  I  presume,  is  opposed 
to  incorporating  this  pi-ovision  in  any  territorial 
bill,  is  still  willing  to  admit,  that  when  we  are  about 
to  establish  a  territorial  governiTient  over  any  of 
our  territories,  the  question  comes  practically  be- 
fore us,  and  that  it  must  be  then  met. 

Sir,  I  have  not  sought  the  introduction  of  the 
question  here;  I  would  not  do  it;  but  being  here, 
without  any  agency  of  mine,  and  called  upon,  as 
I  am,  to  act  in  the  matter,  I  shall  now  and  hereaf- 
ter do  it  independently,  and  in  accordance  with  my 
convictions  of  what  is  right. 

We  are  sometimes  told  that  the  action  of  those 
Democi-ats  from  the  North  and  West  who  favor 
these  views  is  calculated  to  divide  the  Democi-atic 
party  of  the  country.  Not  so.  My  opinion  is, 
that  this  question  ought  not,  and  I  trust  will  not, 
enter  into  the  party  politics  of  the  day.  Whenever 
you  make  the  question  of  slavery,  in  any  shape,  a 
political  test,  you  do  away  with  the  old,  well- 
defined  party  lines,  and  array  the  North  against 
the  South.  This  ought,  and  I  have  no  doubt  will 
be  avoided.  In  our  action  here,  every  man  must 
be  governed  by  his  own  convictions  of  what  is  right 
and  due  to  his  constituents.  I  find  fault  with  no 
gentleman  who  differs  with  me.  I  make  this  ques- 
tion no  political  test,  My  political  preferences  and 
predilections  are  strongest  in  favor  of  those  who 
are  known  to  the  country  as  entertaining  sentiments 
different  from  those  I  express.  Our  action  here 
does  not  give  creed  to  either  party:  we  but  carry 
out,  so  far  as  we  can,  the  wishes  of  those  we  rep- 
resent. The  people  look  to  a  different  source  for 
a  declaration  of  the  principles  that  will  govern  our 
action  in  the  coming  contest.  And  J  now  tell  the 
Democracy  of  the  South,  and  the  Deinoci-acy  of 
the  North,  that  if  the  convention,  which  is  soon  to 
assemble,  will  avoid  all  interference  with  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery,  either  by  resolution  or  address, 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  the  Democratic  party; 
and  whether   the   nominee  be  a  proviso  or  anti- 

rroviso  man,  the  Democracy  of  the  West,  at  least, 
have  full  confidence,  will  present  an  unbroken 
front  in  his  support. 

Having  thus  made  these  very  few  remarks  in 
explanation  of  what  will  be  my  action  on  that  part 
of  the  Oregon  bill  which  propose.?  the  exclusion  of 
slavery  from  that  territory,  I  will  proceed  to  give 
my  views  at  some  length  on  the  subject  of  the 
war,  which  I  do  not  so  much  for  the  purpose  of 
making  them  known  here,  as  with  a  view  to  giving 
them  to  my  constituents. 

One  of  the  most  important  issues  connected  with 
the  war,  and  one  which  has  elicited  moi'e  feeling 
and  given  rise- to  more  vituperation  not  only  here, 
but  throughout  the  country,  is  that  which  relates 
to  the  commencement  of  hostilities.  And,  sir, 
this  is  an  issue  raised  not  only  by  the  respective 
political  parties  of  the  country,  but  it  is  one  fairly 
made  on  your  Journals  between  the  pi-esent  House 
of  Repiesentatives  and  the  twenty-ninth  Congress. 

On  the  13th  of  May,  1846,  Congre.ss,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  power  delegated  to  it  utider  the  Con- 
stitution, declared  that,  "  by  the  act  of  the  Repub- 
lic of  Mexico,  a  state  of  war  exists  between  that 
Government  and  the  United  States." 

On  the  3d  of  January,  1848,  the  present  House 


of  Representatives,  by  resolution,  declared  that 
"the  war  was  unnecessarily  and  unconstitution- 
ally begun  by  the  President  of  the  United  States." 
Thus  you  have  placed  upon  your  records  two  acts 
of  legislation,  utterly  inconsistent  with  each  other, 
and  one  or  the  other  of  which  alleges  that  which 
is  false  in  fact. 

That  the  war  was  commenced  by  Mexico  is  the 
position  taken  by  the  friends  of  the  Administration 
and  the  friends  of  the  country  generally.  That  it 
was  commenced  by  the  President,  is  the  position 
assumed  by  the  enemies  of  the  Administration  and 
the  enemies  of  the  country.  The  former  is  the 
American,  the  latter  the  Mexican  side  of  the  issue. 

I  propose,  sir,  to  take  the  American  side  of  this 
question,  and  in  doing  it,  I  am  not  driven  either  to 
an  adoption  of  the  correct  and  patriotic  sentiment 
of  the  immortal  Decatur,  "  My  country,  may  she 
be  always  right;  but  right  or  wrong,  my  country;" 
but,  sir,  i  take  this  position  from  a  deep  conviction 
that  it  is  right,  and  I  rejoice  that  such  is  my  con- 
viction, for  under  it,  in  my  opinion,  my  beloved 
country  is  not  responsible  for  the  dire  calamities 
of  the  war,  the  blood  that  has  been  spilled,  the 
lives  that  have  been  sacrificed,  the  misery  that  has 
followed  in  its  train.  That  responsibility  rests, 
where  I  trust  in  God  it  ever  has  and  ever  will  rest, 
in  conflicts  of  arms  to  which  this  nation  is  a  party, 
viz:  with  the  enemies  of  our  country. 

Did  Mexico  commence  the  war .'  This  question 
involves  an  issue  of  fact,  which  must  be  decided 
according  to  the  testimony  connected  with  it,  and 
which -I  propose  to  examine,  commencing  with 
that  furnished  us  by  the  Mexican  people  and 
authorities.  Before,  however,  proceeding  to  ex- 
amine the  evidence  bearing  upon  this  issue,  per- 
mit me  to  remark,  that  on  the  6lh  day  of  March, 
1845,  and  after  the  resolutions  annexing  Texas  to 
the  Union  had  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
General  Almonte,  then  minister  to  this  Govern- 
ment from  Mexico,  announced  his  mission  at  an 
end,  demanded  his  passports,  and  left  the  country; 
thus  leaving  no  tribunal  for  the  settlement  of  our 
difficulties  but  the  last  resort  of  nations,  an  appeal 
to  arms.  And,  sir,  1  most  solemnly  bclieye,  that 
but  for  this  rash  and  imprudent  act  of  the  Mexican 
minister,  thereby  interrupting  all  diplomatic  rela- 
tions, all  matters  in  dispute  might  have  been  set- 
tled by  peaceful  negotiation.  But  diplomacy  once 
suspended,  all  efforts  at  renewal  proved  but  an 
appliance  of  a  lighted  torch  to  the  magazine  that 
wanted  but  a  few  sparks  to  produce  an  explosion. 

At  the  time  diplotnacy  was  thus  interrupted, 
there  were  two  subjects  of  difference  between  that 
Government  and  this.  The  one  resulted  from  the 
repeated  outrages  committed  by  Mexico  on  the 
persons  and  property  of  our  citizens,  the  officers 
and  flag  of  our  nation;  the  other,  from  the  annex- 
ation which  was  about  to  be  consummated. 

It  is  not  my  purpose  hei-e  to  consume  the  time 
of  the  committee  in  speaking  of  the  first  cause  of 
difficulty.  It  is  a  matter  about  which  there  is  but 
little  difference  of  opinion;  all  agree,  that  in  regard 
to  it,  our  Government  exercised  towards  Mexico 
a  spirit  of  forbearance  that  is  unparalleled  in  the 
history  of  diplomacy,  and  which  we  would  have 
exercised  towards  no  other  nation  of  the  world. 
Even  the  warmest  apologists  of  Mexico,  here  and 
elsewhere,  have  not  had  the  hardihood  to  justify, 
or  even  excuse,  her  conduct  in  relation  to  this  sub- 
ject, except  on  the  miserable,  paltry  grounds,  that 
in  consequence  of  her  financial  embarrassments 
and  internal  difficulties  she  was  unable  to  do  other- 
wise. A  poor,  contemptible  repudiation,  excuse, 
or  justification.  Sir,  it  will  not  be  denied,  that  so 
far  as  this  difficulty  has  had  anything  to  do  with 
bringing  about  a  state  of  hostilities,  Mexico  alone 
is  responsible.  She  alone  is  in  fault;  but  I  will 
admit  to  gentlemen,  this  alone  is  not  the  cause 
of  the  war;  that  although  her  conduct  in  this  mat- 
ter would  have  justified  this  Government  in  a  dec- 
laration of  hostilities,  yet,  judging  from  the  spirit 
of  forbearance  which  has  always  characterized  our 
inteixourse  with  Mexico,  we  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  as  yet  there  would  have  been  no  open 
rupture,  had  not  other  causes  operated  to  bring 
about  our  unfortunate  difficulties. 

Next,  then,  the  annexation  of  Texas.  This,  it 
is  said  by  the  apologists  of  Mexico,  was  the  re- 
mote cause  of  the  war;  and  I  am  frank  to  admit, 
that  if  the  opponents  of  the  Administration  had 
confined  themselves  to  this  position,  I  would  not 
have  diflered  with  them.  The  whole  history  of 
our  difficulties  is  evidence  of  the  fact,  that  but  for 


the  annexation,  war  might  and  probably  would 
liave  been  avoided.  But,  sir,  in  making  this  ad- 
mission, at  the  same  time  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood,  that  I  deny  that  the  annexation  waa 
a  just  cause  of  war.  Mexico,  it  is  true,  pretended 
to  consider  the  annexation  as  a  justification  on  her 
part  for  the  commencement  of  hostilities;  so  did 
some  of  the  friends  of  Mexico  in  this  country,  at 
the  time;  but,  sir,  it  was  not;  because  Texas  had 
declared  and  maintained  her  independence,  and  ac-* 
quired  therefore  the  right  of  annexation;  for,  in 
the  language  of  Mr.  Webster,  in  his  despatch  to 
our  minister  in  Mexico,  as  early  as  1842,  "  from 
'  the  time  of  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  in  April, 
'  1836,  to  the  present  moment,  Texas  has  exhibit- 
'  ed  the  same  external  signs  of  national  independ- 
'  ence  as  Mexico  herself,  and  with  quite  as  much 
'  stability  of  government.  Practically  free  and  in-' 
'  dependent,  acknowledged  as  a  political  sovereign- 
'  ty  by  the  principal  Powers  of  the  world,  no  hos- 
'  tile  foot  finding  rest  within  her  territory  for  six 
'  or  seven  yeais,  and  Mexico  herself  lefraining 
'  for  all  that  period  from  any  further  attempt  to  re- 
'  establish  her  own  authority  over  the  territory;" 
but  it  was  because  Mexico,  like  some  other  Powei'S 
at  the  time,  actuated  by  the  motives  that  controll- 
ed the  dog  in  the  manger,  could  not  brook  the  idea 
of  having  the  lone  star  brought  within  the  circle  of 
the  glorious  constellation,  and  placed  under  the 
protection  of  a  power  that  cut  off  forever  all  hope  of 
subjugation.  Sir,  it  was  this  feeling  that  made 
Mexico  bluster  as  she  did.  It  was  this  that  in- 
duced England  and  France  to  unite  their  energies, 
in  the  effort  to  procure  from  Mexico,  as  they  did, 
a  proposition  to  acknowledge  the  independence  of 
Texas,  provided  she  would  not  annex  herself  to 
this  Union.  England  has  never  yet  forgotten  the 
struggle  that  gave  birth  and  freedom  to  a  Republic. 
Occasionally  she  casts  a  wishful  eye  across  the  wide 
Atlantic.  Mexico  is  governed  by  the  same  feeling. 
She,  too,  will  never  forget  the  revolution,  the  inde- 
pendence, the  annexation  of  Texas.  And  as  grows 
that  youngest  sister  in  strength,  in  wealth,  injnflu- 
ence  and  importance,  so  will  increase  in  the  bosom 
of  Mexicans  the  regret,  the  chagrin,  the  mortifica- 
tion of  the  loss.  If,  then,  the  annexation  was  not 
just  cause  of  war,  and  Mexico  seized  upon  that  as  a 
pretext  for  the  commencement  of  hostilities,  and 
with  a  view  to  satisfy  the  proud,  haughty  military 
spirit  which  pervaded  the  bosoms  of  her  people, 
and  which  nothing  but  war  would  satiate,  and 
which,  thanks  to  our  gallant  army,  has  been  fully 
satiated,  she,  and  not  we,  is  responsible  for  all  the 
calamities  that  have  followed  in  its  train.  Sir, 
that  she  did  seize  upon  this  as  a  justification  for 
her  invasion  of  Texas,  and  final  commencement  of 
the  war,  is  evidenced  by  the  declarations  of  all  her 
public  men  and  authorities.  She  not  only  seized 
upon  it  as  a  justification  of  hostilities  on  her  part, 
but  audaciously  pretended  that  she  would  con- 
sider it  equivalent  to  a- declaration  of  war.  As 
early  as  22d  August,  1843,  we  were  told  by  the 
Mexican  minister,  "  that  Mexico  will  consider  as 
'  a  declaration  of  war  against  the  Mexican  Repub- 
'  lie  the  ratification  of  that  agreement  for  the  incor- 
'  poration  of  Texas  into  the  territory  of  the  United 
'  States,  the  certainty  of  the  fact  being  sufficient 
'  for  the  immediate  proclamation  of  the  war." 

Again,  in  September,  1843,  the  Mexican  minis- 
ter, speaking  of  the  annexation  ti-eaty,  said: 

"  But  as  itmayhap[)en  that  ambition  and  delusion  may 
triumph  over  just  and  sane  ideas,  and  that  the  vigorous  rea- 
soning of  Mr.  J.  CI.  Adams  and  his  co-laborers  may  be  pow- 
erless, how  can  it  be  considered  strange  and  out  of  the  way 
tliat  Mexico  should  announce  that  she  will  regard  the  an* 
ne.xation  of  Texas  as  an  act  or  declaration  of  war."' 

Again,  on  June  6,  1844,  the  Mexican  rninister, 
in  reply  to  a  letter  of  Mr.  Green  proposing  a  set- 
tlement of  the  question  of  boundary  by  negotia- 
tion, said — 

■'  'J'hat  he  was  expressly  authorized  to  inform  Mr.  Green 
that  Mexico,  being  most  jealous  of  her  rights,  her  din-nity, 
and  her  independence,  and  most  attentive  to  what  is  due  to 
lier  sovereignty  and  integrity,  is  resolved  to  maintain,  by 
every  means  and  in  every  respect,  these  fundamental  titles, 
preferring  glory  and  honor  always  to  degradation  and  in- 
famy." 

-  Again,  on  the  23d  of  June,  1844,  the  Mexican 
minister  wished  to  "know,  in  a  clear  and  decisive 
'mannei-,  whether  the  troops  which  Mexico  was_ 
'sending  on  Texas  would  be  opposed  by  those  of 
'  the  Utnted  States,  either  on  sea  or  land,  in  order 
'that  the  President  of  Mexico  miijht  regulate  his 
'conduct  accordin2;ly,  as  he  was  about  to  operate, 
'in  compliance  with  his  duty,  for  the  occupation 
'of  Texas  as  an  integrant  portion  of  the  Mexican 
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•  nation;  and  he  wouUl  resfiet  that  any  force  of  the 
«Uiiiied  Stiiies  would  anpear  to  opjiose  him,  as 
•such  an  act  would  be  a  ueclaration  of  war  against 

•  Mexico,  who  would  be  under  the  necessity   of 

•  repelling  force  with  force." 

Thus  it  will  be  observed,  that  from  1843  up  to 
tlie  date  of  annexation,  there  was  a  continuation 
of  declarations  on  the  part  of  Mexico,  that  annex- 
ation would  be  considered  equivalent  to  a  declara- 
tion of  war,  and  that  during;  all  this  time  Mexi- 
can forces  were  concentrating  on  the  Rio  Grande, 
with  the  declared  intention  of  subjugating  Texas. 
Notwithstanding  all  these  belligerent  declarations 
and  movements  of  the  Mexican  ministers  and 
army,  Mr.  Buchanan,  on  the  lOih  of  March,  1845, 
in  reply  to  General  Almonte,  demanding  his  pass- 
ports, aOer  alluding  to  the  proceedings  of  annexa- 
tion, says: 

"  'Jhe  Presiil''nt  sinoerelx'  recrels  tl'at  the  Government  of 
Mexico  slioulil  luive  taken  oti'eiice  atlliiso  proceediiigs;  and 
iie  uariiejlly  Iru-ts  thai  it  may  iiercaltn-  be  (li.-pnscrt  to  view 
thi'in  in  a  more  tavorahle  ami  tiicndiv  liiilit.  While  eiiter- 
iii"  upon  the  (liitii-s  ol'  tlie  Piesidenlial  mlice,  he  cheeilully 
dechiies,  in  advance,  tliat  his  most  strenuous  ettbrts  shall  be 
devoted  to  the  amicable  adjustment  of  every  cause  of  com- 
plaint between  the  two  Governiucnts,  and  to  the  cultivation 
of  tlie  kindest  and  moit  friendly  relations  between  the  sister 
Republics." 

But,  sir,  was  Mexico  satisfied  with  these  concil- 
itiory  advances  on  the  part  of  the  President,  who 
had  just  come  into  power,  and  was  not,  therefore, 
responsible  for  anything  that  had  taken  place,  and 
certainly  not  for  the  annexation  of  Texas?  No, 
sir,  no.  She  had  determined  on  war,  and  nothing 
but  war  would  satisfy  lier.  On  the  I2th  of  July, 
1845,  ill  [lursuance  of  and  in  accordance  with  the 
declarations  of  Almonte  and  others,  we  find  the 
f  illowing  circular  issuing  from  the  Mexican  Oflice 
o .'  War  and  Marine: 

"  Offic  E  OF  War  and  Marine, 
"  Section  of  Opcralijvs. 

"The  United  States  have  consuiniiiated  the  pmtidy  against 
Mexico  1>.  sanctioiiiiig  the  deerie  which  declares  the  an- 
nexation of  the  depaitment  of  Texas  to  that  Republic.  The 
inju-tice  of  that  usurpation  is  apparent,  and  Mexico  cannot 
t)hrate  such  a  grave  injury  without  making  an  etlbrt  to 
p.ove  to  the  United  States  the  possibility  ofher  ability  to 
c  iiise  her  rights  to  he  respecti  d.  With  this  object,  Ih.e  Su- 
preme Government  has  resolved  upon  a  declarution  of  war 
asiinst  iliat  I'ower,  seeing  that  our  forbearance,  instead  of 
b'ing  received  as  a  proof  of  our  friendly  disposition,  has 
b-'cn  interpreted  into  an  acknowledged  iiiipostibility  on  our 
part  to  canyon  a  successlul  war. 

"  Sueh  an  (?rror  on  the  p  ut  of  the  United  States  will  be 
advaiitaiitous  to  Mexico,  because,  suddenly  ;ib,u;doning  its 
pacific  altitude,  it  will  to-morrow  eouimuiiicate  to  Congress 
tie  declaration  of  war,  and  excite  the  patriotism  of  its  cili- 
z;  ns  10  tuslain  the  di^'iiity  of  the  nation  and  the  integrity  of 
its  territory,  now  treaclieroii.-ly  attacked,  in  utter  disregard 
of  all  guarantees  reeo.^nized  in  lid^  enlightened  age. 

"  Vou  will  readily  appieiiate  the  importance  of  this  sub- 
ject, and  the  nece.sity  of  preparing  the  troops  under  your 
command  to  maich  towards  any  point  which  may  require 
protection  iigajnst  the^e  nio.-t  unju.^t  aggressions.  1  am 
directed  by  the  Provisional  President  to  enjoin  you,  as  gcn- 
eial-in-chief  of  your  division,  and  as  a  citizen  of  this  Ke- 
pubii  •.  to  hold  jourself  in  readiness  to  repel  those  who  .--eek 
t'l'riiin  of  I\lex"ico.  Tlie  Government  is  occupied  in  coviriiig 
the  deficient  points  on  the  frontiers,  and  in  collecting  the  ne- 
cessary meaiis,sotl)atiiolhiiigiii!\y  be  wanting  to  those  whose 
glor>  it  will  he  to  defend  the  sacred  rij>lila  of  their  country. 

"I  have  the  honor  to  coinmunicaie  lor  your  intelligence, 
and  to  direct  v'>ur  conduct. 

"  God  and  I'ibi  rtv  !  GARCIA  CONDE. 

"  Mkxk.o,  Ju'ij  13,  184.^." 

Here,  sir,  we  have  the  declaration  of  the  Mexi- 
can minister,  "  tliat  tlie  Supreme  Government  had 
reaolved  on  a  declaration  of  war  against  the  United 
States,"  and  that  it  would  immediately  communi- 
Ciile  to  Congress  such  declaration  ;  also  urging 
upon  the  officers  in  coramand  the  necessity  of  pre- 
paring the  iroops  to  march  towards  any  point  which 
might  require  proteclion. 

A'^ain,  in  a  circular  "  to  llie  authorities  subor- 
dinate to  the  office  of  War  and  Marine,"  dated  tlie 
16ih  of  July,  ld45;  after  speaking  of  the  quota  of 
troops  required  from  the  different  departments 
under  firevious  orders,  we  hear  the  following 
language: 

.  «  .  i<  For,  although  the  Supreme  Goverinent  has  not 
exact 'd  with  punetnaliiy  the  eomplement  from  the  depart- 
ments, »he  now  see.-  herself  under  the  necessity  of  doini-so, 
for  the  wi.r  which  she  wiigeB  against  the  United  States,  the 
perfidy  and  in  aehery  of  which  Power  put  her  in  possession 
of  a  part  ol  tliiH  Kepiihlie. 

"  lli.s  ExcilUincy  Ihe  Pri'sidc  iil  iid  inlciim  recpijies  that 
your  Excellency  inform  the  Governms  ol  the  necessity  which 
eiisu  of  deinilliii;  the  niiiiiber  of  men,  so  highly  necessary 
to  fill  the  ranks  of  ihe  army,  mid  lo  excite  the  zeal  and  pa- 
triotism ol  the  aulliorilic^,  that  their  preparatiims  shall  he  ko 
eir.ciiial  ii."  to  fulfill  the  de-ires  ofllie  Government,  and  pre- 
vent the  dignity  of  the  nation  from  being  in  aiiymea-ure 
COiiiproiniHed. 

"  I  have  llie  honor  to  communicate  to  your  Excellency  the 
rollowing,  to  be  used  an  occu;9ioii  uiay  require. 

«'  God  and  liberty  !  GARCIA  CONDE. 

"July  16,  IMS." 


Another  circular  of  the  same  date,  from  the  same 
office,  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations,  a  part 
of  which  is  in  these  words: 
"  MokI  cxceJhnt  Scnor,  Minister  of  Foreign  Relations  and  of 

Police,     'Pransmit  to  the  autltorities  dcjiending  upon  your 

deparlmcnt, 

"Most  excellent  Senor;  It  being  necessary  tiiat  the 
troops  of  the  line  should  cover  the  frontiers  of  the  Republic, 
and  march  lowaids  Texas  to  conquer  that  department,  now 
usurpiHl  by  the  United  States,  his  Excellency  the  President 
ad  intiriin  has  commanded  me  to  transmit  you  this  note,  to 
excite  the  zeal  and  patriotism  of  the  Governors,  that  they 
pl.ice  under  arms,  in  their  respective  districts,  all  the  force 
which  can  be  collected,  in  defence  ofthe  law,  to  be  ready  to 
serve  as  a  safeguard  of  the  respective  departments,  accord- 
ing to  the  dtciee  ofthe  -lih  of  June  of  tiiis  j  ear,  and  the  reg- 
ulation of  the  7tli  instant." 

Thus,  sir,  we  have  the  repeated  declarations  of 
the  Mexican  diplomatists,  from  1842  to  the  date  of 
annexation,  that  Mexico  would  consider  annex- 
ation good  cause  of  wai-,  and  even  equivalent  to  a 
declaration  of  war.  Tlien,  sir,  we  see  Almonte 
announcing  his  mission  at  an  end,  and  leaving  the 
country  with  bitter  threatenings  upon  his  lips,  de- 
nouncing annexation  as  the  most  unjust  act,  and 
declaring  that  Mexico  would  maintain  and  uphold 
her  rights  by  all  means  in  her  power.  In  quick 
succession  follow  tlie  circulars  and  appeals  of  the 
Minister  of  War,  intended  to  excite  llie  zeal  and 
patriotism  of  those  in  military  command.  The 
armies  begin  to  move  towards  the  Rio  Grande. 
The  generals  address  their  soldiers,  and  excite  them 
to  deeds  of  valor.  On  the  12th  of  August,  1845, 
General  Arista,  in  a  proclamation  to  his  troops, 
speaks  in  the  following  language: 

"Comrades:  The  Suiiieine  Executive  has  sent  to  me,  by 
express,  the  news  that  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of 
their  ambitious  views,  having  taken  pjisession  ofthe  depart- 
ment of  TcxHs,  he  had  demanded  a  declaration  of  war  from 
Congress  against  that  unjust  nation. 

"  llie  time  to  ligiit  is  come.  We  must  prepare  with  the 
ardor  inspired  by  duty  and  patriotism,  when  an  attack  is 
made  upon  the  soil,  the  honor,and  the  pride  ofthe  nation. 

"Arms  are  the  only  arguments  to  use  against  banditti  and 
men  without  good  faith.  Let  us  hope  for  that  justice  which 
is  invoked  by  all  society,  and  the  decision  of  the  civilized 
world. 

"  Our  lot  will  be  envied  by  the  rest  of  the  army— we  are 
nearest  lo  the  theatre  of  war;  we  are  the  lirst  to  avenge  the 
outrages  on  our  country,  and  to  ravish  from  the  usurpers  the 
object  of  their  rapines." 

"  Liirge,  bodies  of  troops  are  on  their  march  ;  tliey  will  soon 
be  here,  to  share  our  dangers  and  repulse  the  enemy." 

Next  follows  the  proclamation  of  General  Pa- 
redes,  dated  the  27tli  of  August,  1845,  in  which  he 
uses  this  strong  and  denunciatory  language: 

".Soldiers!  A  rapacious  and  gra.-ping  race  have  thrown 
themselves  upon  our  territory,  and  dare  to  flatter  themselves 
that  we  will  not  defend,  the  patrimony  which  ourforelathers 
conquered  with  tlieir  blood.  Tiiey  deceive  themselves:  we 
vyill  fly  to  snatch  from  them  the  spoils,  the  possession  of 
which  they  are  imimdeiitly  enjoying;  and  they  shall  learn, 
by  dearly-bought  experience,  tliat  they  are  not  contending 
with  the  undiicipliiied  tribes  of  Indians  whom  they  robbed 
of  their  land,  their  heaven,  and  their  country;  and  that  the 
Mexicans  will  ardently  combat  the  soldiers  of  a  nation 
which  has  sanctioned  by  its  laws  the  most  degrading  sla- 
very." 

In  quick  succession  follows  the  rejection  of  Mr. 
Slidell,  under  cover  of  pretexts  the  most  flimsy 
and  hypocritical.  Then  comes  the  overthrow  of 
Herrera's  Government,  for  having  favored  a  prop- 
osition to  settle  our  difHculties  by  peaceful  nego- 
tiation. Next,  Mr.  Slidell  is  finally  rejected  by 
the  Government  of  Paredes,  and  still  the  Mexican 
forces  move  to  the  Rio  Grande. 

On  the  18ih  March,  General  Mejia,  then  in  com- 
mand at  Matamoros,  issued  an  address,  in  which 
is  the  following  appeal: 

"  biluihitants  of  the  frovtier!  We  are  not  left  to  our  own 
resources  ;  the  Supreme  Government  watches  indcfatigably 
foi  our  salety  and  protection ;  a  warlike  army  is  rapidly  ad- 
vancing to  lake  part  in  Ihe  struggle,  and,  with  its  powerful 
aid,  we  sinill  achieve  (he  most  complete  victoiy. 

"  Until  Ihe  long  wished-for  day  shall  arrive,  when  we 

enter  upon  the  great  campaign  for  the  reconquest  of  the  ter- 

i  rilory  of  which  we  have  been  despoiled,  and  to  carry  our 

eagles  in  triumph  to  the  bar,k<  of  Ihe  Sabine,  we,  who  have 

I  the  gloiy  to  be  in  frmit  of  the  invaders,  must  serve  as  an 

j  impenetrable  barrier." 

Again,  sir,  on  the  12lh  of  April,  1846,  we  have 
':  the  letter  of  General  Anipudia,  requiring  General 
j  Taylor  to  break  up  his  camp,  and  in  twenty-four 
]  hours  march  for  the  east  of  the  Ntieccs;  advising 
him,  that  the  request  wi\s  in  accordance  "with. 
I  explicit  and  definitive  orders  of  his  Government;" 
!  and  that  a  refusal  to  comply  woidd  "clearly  result 
I  that  arms,  and  arms  alone,  must  decide  the  que.s- 
j  tion." 

In  the  reply  of  General  Ta^'Ior  to  this  peremp- 

;  lory  dctnaud,  is  the  following  language:  "  In  view 

'  of  the  relations  lietween  our  respective  Govern- 

'  ments,  and  the  individual  suffering  which  may 

'  '  result,  1  regret  the  alternative  which  you  offer; 


•  but,  at  the  same  time,  wish  it  to  be  understood, 
'  that  I  shall,  by  no  means,  avoid  such  alternative, 
'  leaving  the  responsihUilies  with  those  who  rashly 
'  commence  hoslilities;"  clearly  indicating,  thai  up 
to  that  time  hoslilities  had  not  commenced,  and 
that  the  relations  of  peace  were  not  yet  interrupted. 
But,  sir,  on  the  24th  of  April,  General  Arista  in- 
formed General  Taylor  that  he  "considered  hos- 
tilities commenced,  and  should  prosecute  them.' 
On  the  25lh,  a  party  of  dragoons  crossed  the  river, 
and  made  the  attack  on  Thornton's  command;  and 
on  the  26th,  General  Taylor  wrote  to  the  Adjutant 
General,  informing  him  of  these  facts;  declared 
that  hoslilities  had  commenced;  that  he  had  called 
upon  the  Governors  of  Texas  and  Loui.?iana  for 
eight  regiments  of  troops;  that  with  these  he  could 
prosecute  the  war  with  energy,  and  carry  it,  as  it 
should  be,  into  the  enemy's  country;  and,  at  the 
same  lime,  advised  the  passage  of  a  law  authoriz- 
ing the  President  to  raise  volunteers  for  twelve 
months. 

And  now,  sir,  having  thus. presented  my  views 
in  favor  of  the  American  side  of  this  issue,  and 
shown,  as  I  think,  beyond  all  controversy,  that 
Mexico  did  commence  the  war,  I  propose  next  to 
examine  the  Mexican  side  of  the  question,  and 
inquire  whether  the  President  cominenced  the  war. 
Sir,  I  told  you  that  this  was  an  issue  between  the 
last  Congress  and  the  present  House  of  Represent- 
atives. Your  Journals  prove  the  truth  of  this 
declaration.  Bulyour  Journals  prove  more.  They 
also  prove  that  some  gentlemen  on  that  side  ofthe 
House  occupy  the  unenviable  position  of  having 
been  on  both  sides  of  the  issue.  I  cut  from  a 
newspaper  the  other  day  the  following  piece  of 
intelligence,  taken  from  your  Journals: 

In  Congress,  .lanuary  3, 
1848,  on  a  vote  embracing  the 
assertion  that  "  The  war  was 
uncomtitulionally  ayid.  unne- 
cessarily begun  hy  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States," 
will  be  found  among  the  Yeas 


111  Congress,  May  13,  1846, 
on  the  vote  that  "■By  the  act 
of  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  war 
exists  vnt.h  the  United  Slates," 
will  be  found  among  the  Yeas 
the  names  ol^ 


Barringer, 

Cocke, 

Crozier, 

Gentry, 

Hampton, 

Marsh, 

Ramsey, 

Scheiick, 

Stewart, 

St.  John, 

Thibodeaux, 

Vinton. 

J.  W.  Houston, 

T.  li.  King, 

J.  A.  Rockwell, 

Truman  Smith, 

Robert  Tooinbs. 


the  names  ot- 
Barringer, 
Cocke, 
Crozier, 
Gentry, 
Hampton, 
Marsh, 
Rumsfv, 
Schenck, 
Stewart, 
St.  John, 
Thibodeaux, 
Vinton, 

J.  W.  Houston, 
T.  B.  King, 
J.  A.  Roi  kwell, 
Truman  Smith, 
Robert  Toombs. 


Here,  sir,  il  will  be  seen  that  some  seventeen 
gentlemen  on  that  side  have  their  naines  recorded 
on  both  sides  of  this  issue.  Each  time  you  acted 
under  the  solemnities  of  an  oath.  When  do  you 
claim  that  you  voted  the  truth  ?  Sir,  the  position 
of  gentlemen  here  reminds  me  of  a  witness  who 
once  came  into  court  in  my  county  to  testify  in  a 
case  in  which  a  man  by  the  name  of  Martin  A.sper 
was  a  party.  When  asked  by  the  clerk,  "  How 
do  you  swear,  sir.'"  he  very  promptly  replied,  "  I 
swear  for  Martin  Asjier."  So  with  gentlemen 
here — they  swear  for  the  great  Whig  party,  and 
with  a  view  to  heaping  responsibility  upon  the 
Administration.  And,  sir,  in  doing  it,  they  have 
not  the  same  compunctions  of  conscience  that  the 
great  imbodiment  had,  when,  speaking  of  this  vote, 
he  declared  that,  "  as  I  reverence  the  truth,  I  would 
not  have  voted  afalschood." 

But  we  are  sometimes  told  by  gentlemen  that 
they  were  taken  by  surprise,  and  were  not  suffi- 
ciently conversant  with  the  facts  when  they  gave 
the  first  vole.  Let  us  examine  this  matter.  It  is 
the  duty  ofthe  President  from  time  lo  time  to  ad- 
vise Congress  ofthe  state  of  our  foreign  relations, 
and  recoinmend  such  measures  as  he  may  deem 
advisable.  Accordingly,  in  his  message  of  De- 
cember 1,  1845,  in  speakingof  our  difficulties  with 
Mexico,  as  connected  with  annexation,  he  says: 

"  The  moment  the  terms  of  annexation  ofl'ered  hy  the 
United  Stales  wi-rc  accepted  by  Texas,  llie  latter  became 
so  far  a  part  of  our  own  country  as  to  make  it  our  duty  to 
afford  sueh  protection  and  delence.  I  therefore  deemed  it 
proper,  as  a  precautionary  measure,  to  order  a  strong  squad- 
ron to  the  coast  of  Mexico,  and  to  concentrate  an  elficient 
military  force  on  the  w.^stern  frontier  of  Texas.  Our  ainiy 
was  ordered  to  take  position  in  the  country  between  the 
Nueces  and  the  Del  Norte,  and  to  repel  any  iiiva-ion  ofthe 
Texan  territory  which  might  be  aituinpted  by  Ihe  Mexican 
forces.  Our  squadron  in  tlie  Gulf  was  ordered  to  coiiperate 
with  the  army." 


1848. 
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Again,  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Wiir 
of  the  same  date,  we  have  the  following  informa- 
tion: 

"  The  ready  acceptance  on  the  part  of  Texas  of  the  terms 
of  aiine\alioii  proflcred  liy  tliis Government,  excited  the  ill- 
will  of  the  Governmi^ntof  Mexico.  That  republic  menaced 
the  iiniiiertiate  coinmeiicementof  hostilities  against  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  set  on  foot,  as  it  was  said,  extensive  prepa- 
ration'  to  invade  and  suhjugate  Texas.  I'ursnant  to  your 
diiectioMs,  an  army  of  occupation  was  assembled  in  that 
State,  and  Brigadier  General  Taylor  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand of  it.  He  was  instructed  to  repel  Mexican  aggressions, 
and  protect  the  country  from  Indian  invasions;  to  regard 
the  Rio  del  Norte  as  its  western  boundary;  and  to  select  a 
position  for  his  forces  with  reference  to  this  frontier;  but 
to  leave  unniolestod  Mexican  settlements,  and  also  military 
posts,  should  tliere  be  any  sucli  posts  on  the  east  bank  of 
that  river,  which  were  in  the  occupation  of  Mexican  forces 
previously  to  the  period  wlien  Texas  assented  to  the  terms 
of  annexation."  . 

Here,  sir,  you  had  official  information  of  all  that 
was  going  on  for  months  before  you  were  called 
upon  to  give  the  vote.  The  newspapers  of  the 
country  were  filled  with  articles  giving  the  move- 
ments of  the  respective  armies,  and  every  man, 
woman,  and  child,  over  the  broad  expanse  of  the 
nation,  was  looking  for  a  collision  of  arms.  When 
the  message  of  the  11th  of  May,  1846,  read  frotn 
your  desk,  giving  a  detailed  account  of  all  that  had 
occurred, announced  the  fact  that  a  collision  of  arms 
had  take*  place — that  American  blood  had  been 
ehed  upon  American  soil — that  patriotism  which 
liad  been  Iniried  beneath  the  ashes  of  political  ani- 
mosity, and  bound  down  by  the  shackles  of  party- 
isin,l)urst  forth  in  all  its  American  purity.  In  the 
midst  of  this  Hall  there  was  a  political  milleniuin; 
the  news  went  forth  from  every  opening,  and,  car- 
ried with  the  rapidity  of  lightning  to  the  remotest 
corner  of  the  country,  the  people  caught  the  fire, 
and  with  the  rapidity  of  lightning  sent  back  a  re- 
sponse. And,  sirs,  before  you  could  again  bind 
down  and  cover  up  that  patriotism  which  had  burst 
forth,  you  gave  the  vote. 

Sirs,  you  had  not  only  the  newspapers  of  the 
country,  the  "messages  of  December,  1845,  and 
May,  1846,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
the  declarations  of  General  Taylor,  that  gallant  old 
hero,  but  you  had  the  testimony  of  some  of  your 
friends  in  Mexico  on  the  subject. 

In  the  proclamation  of  General  Mejia,  to  which 
I  have  i».lready  referred,  and  which  accompanied 
the  message  of  May,  1846,  we  have  a  repetition  of 
what  had  frequently  escaped  the  lips  of  Mexican 
allies  in  this  country.  And  whether  General  Me- 
jia, or  gentlemen  here,  are  guilty  of  plagiarism,  I 
leave  for  them  to  settle,  only  quoting  from  his 
proclamation  for  their  consideration  the  following 
language: 

"The  Cabinet  of  the  United  States  does  not,  however, 
stop  in  its  career  of  usurpation.  Not  only  does  it  aspire  to 
the  p.issesgion  of  the  departiiieiit  of  Texas,  but  it  covets  also 
the  regions  on  the  left  hank  of  the  Rio  Bravo." 

"  Us  army  hitherto  for  some  lime  stationed  at  Corpus 
Christi,  is  now  advancing  to  take  possession  oi  a  large  part 
of  Tamaulipas." 

Again  he  says: 

"  'J'lie  linjils  of  Texas  are  certain  and  recognized  ;  never 
have  they  extended  beyond  the  river  Nueces." 

How  much  like  the  arguments  that  come  frorn 
that  side  of  the  House.  The  same  sentiments  are 
found  in  the  letter  of  Janes  Cardenas,  dated  the 
21st  of  March,  1846,  and  which  also  accompanies 
the  message  of  May  11.  Still  gentlemen  say  they 
were  taken  by  surprise. 

Anotiier  position  taken  by  gentlemen  on  the  op- 
posite side  is,  that  they  voted  for  the  bill  of  1846, 
with  a  view  to  rescue  General  Taylor  and  his  small 
but  patriotic  command.  Now,  however  ignorant 
gentlemen  may  have  been  as  to  the  commencement 
of  hostilities,  there  was  one  thing  of  which  they 
were  not  ignorant,  and  that  was,  that  a  state  of 
war  then  existed,  and  had  been  commenced  by 
one  or  the  other  of  the  belligerent  parties.  In  our 
action  here,  we  are  presuined,  at  least,  to  propor- 
tion our  iTienns  to  the  ends  we  have  in  view.  We 
are  told,  sir,  that  the  end  in  view  was  to  rescue  our 
brave  little  aimy  on  the  Rio  Grande.  What  were 
the  means .'  liy  the  first  section  of  the  law,  we  are 
told  that  it  was  "  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
'  Government  of  the  United  States  to  prosecute 
'  said  war  to  a  speedy  and  successful  termination." 
Here,  sir,  is  the  objeia  Congress  had  in  view:  it 
was,  to  ))ut  a  speedy  and  successful  end  to  the 
war.  Well,  sir,  what  were  the  means  to  be  em- 
ployed for  that  purpose?  The  section  continues, 
that  "  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  autho- 
'  rized  to  employ  the  militia,  naval  and  military 
'  forces  of  the  United  Slates,  and  to  call  for  and. 


'  accept  the  services  of  any  number  of  volunteers, 
'  not  exceeding  fifty  thousand,  who  may  offer  their 
'  services,  either  as  cavalry,  artillery,  infantry,  or 
'  riflemen,  to  serve  twelve  months  after  they  shall 
'  have  arrived  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  or  to  the 
'  end  of  the  war,  unless  sooner  discharged,  aecord- 
'  ing  to  the  time  for  which  they  shall  have  been 
'  mustered  into  the  service;  and  that  the  sum  of 
♦  ten  millions  of  dollars,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
'  treasury  or  to  come  into  the  treasury,  not  other- 
'  wise  appiopriated,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
'appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  pro- 
'  visions  of  this  act  into  effect. " 

Now,  sir,  here  it  is  seen,  that  the  object,  or  end 
in  view,  being  a  speedy  termination  of  the  war, 
the  means  that  are  provided  are  proportioned  to 
the  end.  Why,  say  gentlemen,  it  was  to  rescue 
General  Taylor;  furnish  him  a  kind  of  escort,  or 
body-guard,  to  bring  liitu  back  in  safety.  Send 
out  the  army,  the  navy,  the  militia,  and  fifty  thou- 
sand volunteers;  employ  them  for  twelve  months, 
at  an  expense  of  ten  millions  of  dollars,  to  bring 
home  a  mere  handful  of  men!  Why,  sir,  any  man 
who  will  stoop  to  such  a  low,  grovelling,  miser- 
able, contemptible  argument,  cannot  have  any 
respect  for  the  body  of  which  he  is  a  member,  or 
for  the  intelligence  of  the  people. 

Sir,  that  law  was  passed  more  on  the  recom- 
mendations of  General  Taylor  than  of  any  other 
iTian.  The  President's  message  but  repeated  the 
requests  of  the  brave  old  hero  in  his  letter  of  April 
26,  1846.  He  wanted  no  body-guard  to  bring  him 
home.  He  is  made  of  better  mettle  than  that.  He 
said,  "hostilities  had  commenced,  and  he  would 
'  prosecute  the  war  with  energy,  and  carry  it,  as 
'  it  should  be,  into  the  enemy's  country;"  and,  in 
order  to  enable  him  to  do  it  successfully,  he  wanted 
you  to  "pass  a  law  authorizing  the  Pi«esident  to 
raise  volunteers  for  twelve  months,''  and  you  did 
it. 

And  now,  having  said  thus  much  as  to  the  pal- 
pable inconsistency  of  the  course  of  some  members 
on  that  side  of  the  House,  1  propose  to  come  di- 
rectly to  the  point,  and  inquire  whether  the  Presi- 
dent, in  ordering  the  army  under  General  Taylor 
from  Corpus  Chriati  to  the  Rio  Grande,  transcend- 
ed his  constitutional  duties;  and  thereby  unneces- 
sarily involved  the  country  in  a  war. 

The  President,  by  the  Constitution,  is  made 
commander-in-chief  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States;  and  Judge  Story,  in  coinmenting  on  this 
provision,  says — 

"  The  command  and  application  of  the  public  force  to  ex- 
ecute the  laws,  to  maintain  peace,  and  to  re>ist  foreign  in- 
va-ion,  are  powers  so  obviously  of  an  executive  nnture,  and 
require  the  exercise  of  ([ualitiesso  peculiarly  adapted  to  this 
deparunenf,  that  a  well-organized  governiiieut  can  scarcely 
exitt  when  they  are  taken  away  from  it." 

Again,  the  Constitution  declares,  that  Congress 
shall  have  the  power  "  to  provide  for  calling  forth 
'  the  militia  to  execufe  the  laws  of  the  Union,  sup- 
'  press  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions."  Ac- 
cordingly, in  1795,  in  pursuance  of  this  authority, 
and  to  give  it  jiractical  operation.  Congress  provi- 
ded by  law,  "  that  whenever  the  United  States  shall 
'  be  invaded,  or  be  in  imminent  danger  of  invasion, 
'  from  any  foreign  nation  or  Indian  tribe,  it  shall 
'  be  lawful  for  the  President  to  call  forth  such  num- 
'  ber  of  the  militia  of  the  State  or  States  most  con- 
'  venient  to  the  place  of  danger  or  scene  of  action 
'  as  he  may  judge  necessary  to  repel  such  invasion, 
'  and  to  issue  his  order  for  that  purpose  to  such 
'  officer  or  officers  of  the  militia  as  he  shall  think 
'  proper.'' 

This  is  the  Constitution  and  law  on  the  subject, 
and  it  is  not  denied  that  the  President  did  right  in 
ordering  General  Taylor  as  far  west  as  the  Nueces; 
but  it  is  claimed  that  in  ordering  the  troops  from 
the  Nueces  to  the  Rio  Grande  he  transcended  his 
power:  first,  because  the  territory  between  the  two 
rivers  clearly  belonged  to  Mexico;  and,  secondly, 
if  it  did  not,  it  at  all  events  was  disputed  territory. 
Did  the  territory  belong  to  Mexico.'  This  involves 
the  question  of  title,  which  must  be  decided  in  this 
case,  according  to  the  law  regulating  titles  by  right 
of  revolution.  This  position  has  been  conceded, 
I  believe,  by  all  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken 
on  the  other  side;  and  I  therefore  maintain  that  if 
Texas,  by  right  of  revolfttion,  acquired  title  to  any 
territory,  she  acquired  title  to  all  she  claiined,  and 
that,  in  her  claim,  she  made  no  distinction  between 
that  beyond  and  on  this  side  of  the  Nueces. 

Now,  let  usapply  the  facts, going  no  further  back 
than  to  the  commencement  of  the  revolution.  In 
1834,  Seujta  Anna,  under  the  hypocritical  pretence 


of  the  public  good,  destroyed  the  federal  constitu- 
tion of  Mexico,  and  on  its  ruins  established  a 
central  despotism.  The  Legislature  of  Texas  and 
Coahuila  protested  against  this  act  of  usurpation. 
By  order  of  Santa  Anna,  General  Cos,  at  the  head 
of  the  army,  broke  up  the  Legislature,  imprisoned 
some  of  the  members,  and  established  his  head- 
quarters at  San  Antonio.  Hostilities  having  been 
thus  commenced,  and  the  government  overthrown, 
the  people  of  Texas,  in  their  sovereign  capacity, 
resolved  on  revolution.  On  the  15th  of  August, 
1835,  a  meeting  at  Columbia  "  resolved,  thata  con- 
sultation of  «/Z  Texas,  through  her  representatives, 
is  indispensable,"  and  appointed  a  committee  of 
safety  to  prepare  an  address  to  alt  the  jurisdictions 
of  Texas,  requesting-  them  to  cooperate  in  the  call  of 
a  consultation  of  nWTexas.  On  the  16th  of  October, 
the  consultation  met,  and,  on  the  7th  of  November, 
unanimously  adopted  a  declaration  of  rights,  in 
which  they  solemnly  declare,  that  they  have  taken 
up  arms  in  defence  of  their  rights  and  liberties;  that 
Texas  is  no  longer,  morally  or  civilly,  bound  by 
the  compact  of  union,  and  that  they  would  not 
cease  to  carry  on  war  so  Ion?  as  Mexican  troops 
remain  within  the  limits  of  Texas.  On  the  13th 
of  November,  a  committee  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose, submitted  a  constitution  for  the  regulation  of 
the  Provisional  Government,  one  article  of  whicji 
is  in  these  words: 

"  Ample  power  and  aiUhority  shall  be  delegated,  and  are 
hereby  given  and  delegated,  to  tlie  Governor  and  General 
Council  of  the  Provisional  Govermnent  of  all  Texas  to  carry 
into  full  effect  the  provisions  and  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
consultation  of  the  chosen  delegates  of  all  Texas  in  general 
convention  assembled,  for  the  creation,  regulation,  and  es- 
tablishment of  the  said  Provisional  Government." 

I  wish  now  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to 
this  fact,  that  in  all  these  initiatory  proceedings  the 
word  all  is  prefixed  to  the  word  Texas,  clearly  in- 
dicating that  they  designed  including  Texas  not 
only  to  the  Nueces,  but  to  the  Rio  Grande.  But  we 
are  not  left  to  mereinference  on  thissubject.  On  the 
27th  of  November,  1835,  the  Provisional  Govern- 
ment having  gone  into  operation,  Mr.  Millard, 
from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 'made  a  report,  in 
which  he  says: 

"  In  this  State,  we  find  ourselves,  with  every  basis  of  per- 
manent income,  and  every  source  of  revenue  of  a  civilized 
people,  possessing  an  area  of  250,000  square  miles  of  terri- 
tory," &c. 

Again  : 

"  What  are  the  resources  of  Texas.'  and  what  do  they 
consist  of.'  If  a  geographical  test  only  were  applied,  the  an- 
swer would  soon  be  given.  Point  to  the  map,  and  compare 
the  area  of  Texas  with  that  of  any  State  of  the  United  Htstes 
of  .America,  and  we  will  find  that  she  comprises  within  her 
limits  as  much  territoiy  as  four  of  the  largest  States  of  the 
Union  put  together,  to  wit:  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Vir- 
ginia, and  Ohio." 

"Tiie  whole  of  Texas,  comprised  between  the  Sabine  and 
the  Rio  Grande,  is  computed  to  contain  250,000  square 
miles." 

Here,  then,  we  have  a  key  to  the  whole  matter, 
expressly  declaring  that  the  "  all  of  Texas,"  or  the 
"  ivliole  of  Texas,"  meap.t  Texas  to  the  Rio  Grande. 

And  now,  sir,  having  shown,  from  the  initiatory 
proceedinff.s  of  the  people  of  Texas,  in  their  sov- 
ereign and  legislative  capacity,  that  they  determin- 
ed to  resist  the  usurpations  of  Santa  Anna,  and  in 
that  resistance  claimed  all  the  territory  between  the 
Sabine  and  Rio  Grande,  let  us  inquire  whether  by 
right  of  revolution  they  perfected  that  claim. 

In  the  fall  of  1835,  General  Cos,  who,  as  I  said, 
had  taken  up  his  headquarters  at  San  Antonio, 
was  forced  into  a  capitulation,  and  on  the  11th  of 
December,  1835,  articles  of  capitulation  were  en- 
tered into  by  commissioners  chosen  by  the  com- 
manders of  the  respective  forces,  and  which  were 
on  the  same  day  ratified  by  Generals  Cos  and  Bur- 
leson, in  person. 

I  read  from  that  agreement  the  1st  and  the  14th 
stipulations,  as  follows: 

"  1st.  That  General  Cos  and  his  officers  retire,  with  their 
-irms  and  private  property,  into  the  interior  of  the  Republic, 
under  piu-ole  of  honor,  that  they  will  not  in  any  vi-ay  oppose 
the  establishment  of  tlie  Federal  ConstiUition  ofl82l." 

"  14th.  General  Burleson  will  furnish  General  Cos  with 
such  provisions  as  can  be  obtained,  necessary  for  his  troops 
to  the  i!io  Grande,  at  the  ordinary  price  of  the  country." 

Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  even  before  the  people 
of  Texas  determined  on  a  separate  iiational  exist- 
ence, and  while  they'  were  yet  fiu:hting  tor  the  res- 
toration of  the  constitution  of  1824,  the  Rio  Grande 
was  made  and  recognized  as  the  dividing  line. 

After  the  defeat  and  iJurrender  of  General  Cos, 
Santa  Anna  himself  took  command  of  the  Mexi- 
can forces,  and  immediately  began  to  advance  to- 
wards the  Rio  Grande.     The  Texan  army  began 
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to  concentrnte  on  "  the  western  frontier,  to  roll 
back  the  bloody  tide  of  war  upon  the  common 
enemy."  A  convention  was  called,  and  the  people 
of  Texas  declared  themselves  a  free  and  independ- 
ent nation.  With  rapid  strides  the  Mexican  forces 
advanced.  The  Alamo  fell,  and  the  fjallant  Travis 
and  his  brave  associates  consecrated  their  lives  to 
the  cause  of  freedom.  Fannin  surrendered,  and 
jn  cold  blood  was  butchered;  and  still  the  enemy 
advanced,  until  the  last  desperate  bottle,  on  the 
bloody  fields  of  San  Jacinto,  gave  freedom  to  a 
naiiin  and  captivity  to  a  tyrant. 

Soon  after  the  battle  of  San  Jacinto,  the  Govern- 
ment of  Texas  commenced  a  treaty  with  the  cap- 
tive President  of  Mexico.  On  the  14lli  of  May, 
1636,  two  treaties,  the  one  open,  the  other  secret, 
were  executed.  I  will  now  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  few  articles  in  these  treaties,  not  so 
much  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  title  to  the 
territory,  as  with  a  view  of  showing  that  the  Rio 
Grande  was  always  looked  upon  as  the  dividing 
line  between  Texas  and  Mexico.' 

The  second  article  of  the  public  treaty  is  in  these 
words: 

"  All  hoslilitics  between  tlie  Mexican  and  Te\an  troops 
will  cease  imniudiately,  both  on  latiil  and  water." 

The  third  article  provides  that 

"  The  Mexican  troops  will  evacuat''  llie  terrilory  of  Texas, 
parsing  to  llie  otlior  side  of  the  Rio  Grande  del  Norte.'' 

I  will  now  allude  to  the  secret  treaty,  in  which 
Santa  Anna  stipulates  to  do  certain  things,  and  not 
to  do  certain  other  things: 

"Article?.  lie  will  give  his  orders,  tliat  in  the  shortest 
time  the  Me.xican  trotp-i  may  learn  the  treaty  of  Texas." 

"Art.  3.  He  will  so  prepare  mutters  in  the  Cabinet  of 
Me.\Jco,that  the  mission  that  njay  lie  sent  thither  by  the  Gov- 
ernment ol  Texas  may  be  well  received,  and  that  by  mearg 
of  ni'gotiations  all  differences  may  be  settled,  and  that  the 
independence  that  has  been  declared  by  the  convention  may 
be  acknowledged." 

'■  Art.  4.  A  tieaty  of  commerce,  amity,  and  limits,  will 
be  established  between  Mexico  and  Texas,  the  territory  of 
the  latter  not  to  be  extended  beyond  the  Rio  Bravo  del 
Norte." 

Thus,  sir,  it  will  be  seen  that  both  these  treaties 
i-ecognized  the  Rio  Grande  as  the  dividing  line, 
the  second  article  of  the  puLilic  treaty  expressly 
providing  "  that  the  Mexican  troops  will  evacuate 
the  territory  of  Texas,  passing  to  the  other  side  of 
the  Rio  Grande;"  and  the  fourth  article  of  the  se- 
cret treaty  providing,  that  a  treaty  of  limits  shall 
be  established  between  Texas  and  Mexico,  pro- 
vided the  territory  of  Texas  shall  not  be  extended 
beyond  the  Rio  Bravo.  But  we  are  told  that  these 
treaties  are  not  evidence  of  title,  because  they  were 
made  by  Santa  Anna  while  a  prisoner  of  war,  and 
therefore  not  binding  on  Mexico.  Admit  it  for 
the  sake  of  the  argument:  I  quoted  these  treaties, 
not  as  evidence  of  title,  but  as  evidence  of  the  fact, 
that  while  Mexico  was  fighting  for  the  Sabine, 
Texas  was  fighting  for  the  Rio  Grande,  and  that 
there  was  no  intermediate  line.  I  will  now  call 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  another  treaty. 
I  allude  to  that  made  between  the  President  and 
Cabinet  of  Texas  on  one  side,  and  Santa  Anna  and 
the  officers  under  his  command  on  the  other  side; 
or  what  has  sometimes  been  called  the  military 
treaty.  1  give  the  preamble  and  a  few  of  Hie  arti- 
cles: 

Whereas  the  President  Santa  Anna,  with  divers  officers  of 
his  late  army,  is  a  prisoner  of  war  in  eliarge  of  the  army  of 
Texas,  and  is  de.-irous  of  terminaling  the  contest  now  exist- 
ing between  the  Government  ol  Texas  and  that  of  Mexico, 
in  which  desire  the  generals  above  named  do  fnlly  concur; 
and 

Whereas  the  President  of  the  Republic  of  Texas  and  the 
Cabinet  are  also  willinK  to  stay  \Ur  liirlhereflusion  of  blond, 
and  t'>  see  the  twoneighboring  Kcpuhlics  placid  in  relations 
of  friendship  on  terms  of  reciprocal  advanta;;c  ; 

'I'lierelWre,  it  is  ajjreed  by  the  President  t<niita  Anna  and 
the  Ginerals  Don  Vincente  Fihsola,  Don  J')s£  Urea,  Don  Jo- 
nchin  RamireH  y  Sesma,  and  Don  Antonio  (iaona, 

1st.  That  the  armies  of  Mexico  shall,  with  all  practicable 
expedition,  eva<-na|.,-  the  territory  ef  Texas,  and  retire  to 
Monterey,  l)eyond  the  liio  Grandi;. 

3d.  That  the  army  of  Texas  arc  to  march  wcstwarrily,  and 
to  oceupy  cncli  post-=  as  the  connnaiidiiip  peneral  may  think 
proper,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  or  Rio  Bravo  del 
Norte. 

4lli.  That  the  President  Santa  Anna,  in  his  official  char- 
acter an  (,'bief  of  Ihe  .\Iexi<'an  nation,  and  the  G<-nerals  Don 
Vincente  Filisolu,  Don  Jot-C-  Urea,  Don  Joaehin  Ramircs  y 
Pesma,  and  Don  Antonio  Gaona,  anehiefs  of  armies,  do  sol- 
emnly acknowledge,  sanction,  and  ratify  the  full,  entire  and 
perfect  independence  of  the  Kepubiie  of  Texas,  with  sneh 
ixiundarien  a."  are  hereafter  set  forth  and  aE;ree<t  upon  for 
the  same.  And  they  do  Holemnly  and  respectively  pled!;e 
themselves,  with  all  their  personal  and  ofTirial  allribntes,  to 
procure,  without  delay,  the  fintil  and  complete  ralilication 
and  coiiliriiialion  of  this  agreement,  and  all  the  parts  thereof, 
by  the  proper  and  legitimate  Government  of  Mexico,  by  the 
incoiporation  of  the  same  into  a  solemn  and  perpetual  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce,  to  be  negotiated  with  that  Govern- 


ment at  the  city  of  Mexico,  by  ministers  plenipotentiary  to 
be  depnt-d  by  the  Government  of  Texas  lor  this  high  pur- 
pose. 

5th.  That  the  following  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  es- 
tablished and  made  the  lines  of  demarcation  belween  the 
two  republics  of  Mexico  and  Texas,  to  wit:  The  line  shall 
commence  at  the  estuary  or  mouth  of  the  Rio  Grande,  on 
the  western  bank  thereof,  and  shall  pursue  the  same  bank 
up  tlie  said  river,  to  the  point  where  Ihe  river  jissumes  the 
name  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte,  from  which  point  it  shall 
proceed  on  the  said  western  bank  to  the  head  waters  or 
^ource  of  said  river,  it  being  understood  that  the  terms  Rio 
Grande  and  liio  Bravo  del  Norte,  apply  to  and  designate  one 
and  tile  same  stream.  From  the  source  of  said  river,  the 
principal  head  branch  being  taken  to  ascertain  that  .-ource, 
a  due  iiorllilinefhall  be  run  until  it  shiill  intersect  the  bound- 
ary line  established  and  described  in  the  treaty  negotiated  by 
and  between  the  Government  of  Spain  and  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  of  the  North  :  which  line  was  subse- 
quently transferred  to  and  adopted  in  the  treaty  of  limits 
made  between  the  Governineni  of  Mexico  and  that  of  the 
United  States;  and  from  this  point  nf  intersection,  the  line 
shall  be  the  same  as  was  made  and  established  in  and  by  the 
several  treaties  above  mentioned,  to  continue  to  the  mouth 
or  outlet  of  the  Sabine  river,  and  from  ihence  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico. 

bth.  The  t'resident  and  Cabinet  of  the  Republic  of  Texas, 
exercising  the  high  powers  cmitided  to  them  by  the  people  of 
Texas,  do,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  loregoinn  stipula- 
tions, solemnly  engage  to  refrain  from  taking  the  life  of  tlie 
President  Santa  Anna,  and  of  the  several  oliieers  of  his  late 
ami),  whom  the  evenis  of  war  have  made  prisoneis  in  their 
hands,  and  to  liberate  the  President  Santa  Anna,  wilh  his 
private  secretary,  and  c;.\use  him  to  be  conveyed  in  one  of 
the  national  vessels  of  Texas  to  Vera  Cruz,  in  order  that  he 
may  more  promptly  and  effectually  obtain  the  ratitication  of 
this  compact,  and  Ihe  negotiations  of  the  definitive  treaty 
herein  contemplated  liy  the  Governinimtof  Alexico  with  the 
Giivernnieiit  ol  Texas. 

9tli.  Tiie  release  of  the  President  Santa  Anna  shall  be 
made  immediately  on  receiving  the  signalnres  of  the  Gin- 
erals Don  Vincente  Filisola,  Don  Jo-6  Urea,  Don  Joaehin 
Rainires  y  Sesma,  and  Don  Anlordo  Gaona,  to  this  agree- 
ment, and  his  conveyance  to  Vera  Cruz  as  soon  afterwards 
as  may  be  convenient. 

This  treaty  defines  the  boundaries  of  Texas,  and 
was  executed  by  all  the  officers  of  thearmy  of  Mex- 
ico, and  that,  too,  when  they  were  not  under  arrest. 
Santa  Anna  was  restored  to  his  liberty,  and  all  the 
stipulations  on  the  part  of  Texa.s  carefully  complied 
with;  and  it  was  not,  therefore,  in  the  power  of 
Mexico  to  annul  the  act. 

But  we  have  been  frequently  told,  that  if  even  the 
territory  between  the  Nueces  and  the  Rio  Grande 
did  not  belong  to  Mexico,  at  all  events  it  was 
disputed,  and  that  the  resolutions  of  annexation 
left  the  question  of  boundary  open  for  negotiation. 
By  the  act  of  1836,  and  subsequent  legislation  by 
the  Texan  Congress,  the  Rio  Grande  was  made  the 
western  boundary.  Texas  had  no  other  boundary 
on  her  records.  Me.xico  claimed  to  the  Sabine, 
Texas  to  the  Rio  Grande;  "making  the  whole  of 
Texas,  and  not  a  part,  the  subject  of  dispute. 
Thus  matters  stood  at  the  date  of  annexation,  Mex- 
ico protesiingagainst  the  act,and  solem nly  averring, 
by  her  minister,  that  she  would  maintain  her  title 
to  the  wh-ole  of  Texas  by  every  means  in  her  power. 
JNow,  I  would  ask  you,  sir,  when  you  admitted 
Texas  into  the  Union,  what  did  you  admit.'  Did 
you  admit  a  State  without  any  boundaries.'  Cer- 
tainly not.  What,  then,  were  her  boundaries,  and 
how  do  you  find  them.'  Sir,  you  look  upon  her 
.records,  (and  you  have  no  right  to  go  beyond  that;) 
up  to  that  boundary  you  admit  lier,  and  up  to  it 
you  are  bound  to  defend  her.  But,  say  gentlemen, 
that  record  is  void,  being  inconsistent  with  the  res- 
olutions of  annexation  1  tell  you  no;  and  that,  if 
even  there  is  a  dispute  as  to  the  boundary,  yet  you 
are  bound  to  recognize  the  boundary  upon  the 
record  as  correct,  until  it  is  changed  by  the  method 
provided  by  the  terms  of  annexation. 

But  admit,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  that 
there  was  no  settled  boundary,  and  that  the  ques- 
tion was  left  open  for  negotiation  and  settlement  in 
that  way.  Did  we  not  propose  to  settle  the  matter 
in  that  way.'  Was  not  General  Almonte  advised 
on  the  subject  before  and  after  lie  suspended  diplo- 
matic relations.'  Did  not  our  Government  make 
elFort  after  effort  to  renew  di|)lotnacy,  with  a  view 
to  settle  all  our  difficulties.'  Was  not  our  forbear- 
ance to  Mexico  such  as  we  would  have  exercised 
toward  no  other  nation  of  the  world  .'  What,  then, 
could  we  do  .'  Sir,  there  was  no  alternative  left  us 
but  either  to  yield  to  proud,  haughty,  military 
Mexico  all  she  claimed,  or  maintain  our  rights  in 
the  manner  we  did.  Let  ine  call  the  attention  of 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  to  the 
sentiments  of  one  of  their  own  Presidents  on  this 
subject.  John  Tyler,  in  his  message  of  December, 
1H44,  speaking  of  the  intended  invasion  of  Texas 
by  Mexico,  says:  "Seeing,  then,  that  new  jirep- 
'  arations  for  hostile  invasion  of  Texas  were  about 
'  to  be  adopted  by  Mexico,  and  that  these  were 


'  brought  about  because  TeXas  had  adopted  the 
'  suggestions  of  the  Executive  upon  the  subject  of 
'annexation,  it  could  not  possibly  have  folded  its 
'arms  and  permitted  a  war,  thieaten(?d  to  be  ac- 
'  companied  by  every  act  that  could  mark  a  barbar-- 
'  ous  age,  to  be  waged  against  her  because  she  had 
'  done  so." 

Here,  sir,  we  have  the  declarations  of  a  Whigf 
President,  taking  the  strong  ground  that  he  would 
have  interfered  against  Mexican  invasions  even 
before  annexation  was  consummated,  had  an  at- 
tempt at  invasion  been  made. 

Sir,  there  was  but  one  course  that  President 
Polk  could  adopt.  The  resolutions  of  annexation 
had  passed  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  were 
about  to  be  sanctioned  by  the  people  of  Texas. 
Mexico  had  repeatedly  declared,  in  advance,  that 
she  would  consider  the  act  equivalent  to  a  declara- 
tion of  war.  General  Almonte  left  the  country 
with  bitter  threatenings  on  his  lips.  All  diplomatic 
relations  were  suspended.  Mexican  forces  were 
concentrating  on  the  Rio  Grande,  with  the  avowed 
purpose  of  subjugating  all  of  Texas.  The  Con- 
stitution and  laws  make  it  the  duty  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  repel  invasions,  and  therefore  left  no  alter- 
native for  the  President  but  to  put  forward  a  suf- 
ficient force  to  ineet  the  crisis.  Accordingly,  on 
the  28th  of  May,  1845,  Secretary  Marcy,  in  writing 
to  General  Taylor,  says: 

"  I  am  ordered  by  the  President  to  cause  the  forces  now 
under  your  command,  and  those  which  may  be  assigned  to 
it,  to  be  put  in  a  position  where  they  may  most  promptly  and 
efficiently  act  in  defence  of  Texas,  in  the  event  it  shall  be- 
come necessary  and  proper  to  employ  them  for  that  purpose. 
The  information  received  by  the  Executive  warrants  the  be- 
lief that  Texas  will  shortly  accede  to  the  terms  of  annexa- 
tion." 

In  the  same  letter: 

"Should  the  territories  of  Texas  be  invaded  by  a  foreign 
Power,  and  you  shall  receive  certain  intelligence,  through 
her  functionaries,  of  that  fact,  after  her  convention  shall 
have  acceded  to  the  terms  of  annexation  contained  in  the 
resolutions  of  Congress,  you  will  at  once  employ,  in  the  most 
effective  manner  your  judgment  may  dictate,  the  forces  un- 
der your  command  for  the  defence  of  these  territories,  and 
to  expel  invaders." 

Here,  then,  in  the  first  letter  to  General  Taylor, 
he  has  orders  to  prepare  himself,  that,  in  the  event 
of  Texas  agreeing  to  the  resolutions  of  annexa- 
tion, he  may  defend  her  territories,  and  expel  the 
invaders. 

On  the  15th  June,  he  is  directed,  in  anticipation 
of  the  acceptance  of  the  terms  of  the  resolutions, 
"which  will  constitute  Texas  an  integral  portion 
'of  our  country,  to  make  a  forward  movement  of 
'  the  troops  under  his  command,  and  advance  to  the 
'  mouth  of  the  Sabine,.or  to  such  other  point  of  the 
'Gulf  of  Mexico  or  its  navigable  waters  as  in  his 
'judgment  would  be  most  convenient  for  an  em- 
'  barkation,  at  the  proper  lime,  for  the  icestern  fion- 
^  tier  of  Texas."  In  the  satne  letter,  he  was  told: 

"The  point  of  your  ultimate  destination  is  the  western 
frontier  of  Texas,  where  you  will  select  and  oceupy,  on  or 
near  the  Rio  Grande,  such  a  site  as  will  consist  with  the 
health  of  the  troops,  and  will  be  best  adapted  to  repel  inva- 
sion and  protect  what,  in  the  event  of  annexalinii,  will  be 
our  western  border.  You  will  limit  yourself  to  the  defence 
of  the  territory  of  Texas,  unliss  Mexico  should  declare  war 
against  the  United  Stales.  Your  movement  for  the  Gnf  of 
Mcxic},  and  your  preparations  to  embark  for  the  u  extern  Jron- 
ticr  of  Texas,  are  to  be  mnite  irilhout  atnj  detail ;  but  you  will 
not  effect  a  landing  on  tliat  frontier  until  you  have  ascertained 
the  due-acceptance  by  Texas  of  the  terms  of  annexation." 

On  the  8th  of  July,  Secretary  Marcy  writes  to 
General  Taylor  in  these  words: 

"  This  departpient  is  informed  that  Mexico  haS  some  mil- 
itary establishments  on  the  east  side  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
which  are,  and  for  some  time  have  been,  in  the  actual  occu- 
pancy of  her  troops.  In  carrying  out  the  instructions  here- 
tofore received,  you  will  he  careful  to  avoid  any  acts  of  ag- 
gression, unless  an  actual  state  of  war  should  exist.  The 
Mexican  forces  at  the  porta  in  their  possession,  anil  which 
have  been  so,  will  not  be  disturbed,  so  long  as  the  relations 
of  peace  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico  continue." 

Again,  on  the  30th  of  July,  Secretary  Marcy 
writes  : 

"While  avoiding,  as  you  liavfi  been  instructed  to  do,  all 
agiressive  measures  towards  Mexico,  as  long  as  the  rela- 
tions of  peace  exist  between  that  Republic  and  the  United 
States,  you  are  expected  to  occupy,  protect,  and  defend  the 
territory  of  Texas  to  the  extent  that  it  has  been  occupied  by 
the  people  of  Texas.  The  Rio  Grande  is  claimed  to  be  the 
boundary  between  tlie  two  countries,  and  up  to  this  bound- 
ary you  are  to  extend  your  protection,  only  excepting  any 
posts  (m  the  eastern  side  thereof,  which  are  in  the  actual 
occupancy  of  Mexican  forces  or  Mexican  settlements,  over 
which  the  Republic  of  Texas  did  not  exercise  jurisdiction 
at  the  period  of  annexation,  or  shortly  before  that  event.  It 
is  expected  that  in  selecting  the  establishment  for  your 
troops,  you  will  approach  as  near  the  boumlary  line— the 
Rio  Grande— as  prudence  will  dictate.  With  this  view,  the 
President  desires  that  your  position,  for  part  of  your  forces 
at  least,  should  be  west  of  the  river  Nueces." 
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Here,  then,  we  liave  four  different  communica- 
tions to  General  Taylor,  the  substance  of  which 
are,  that  he  shall  prepare  to  remove  his  forces  to 
Texas,  that,  in  the  event  that  Texas  accedes  to 
the  resolutions  of  annexation,  and  Mexico  at- 
tempts an  invasion,  he  may  be  prepared  to  repel 
the  Mexican  forces;  that  to  this  end  his  ultimate 
destination  will  be  the  Rio  Grande;  that  he  shall, 
without  delay,  approach  some  point  near  that  river, 
but  in  his  march  to  be  caret'ul  not  to  interrupt  the 
Mexican  posts  or  settlements  on  this  side;  and 
that,  to  this  end,  a  part  of  his  troops  shall  be  west  of 
the  J^aeces. 

Now,  let  us  look  for  a  moment  at  General  Tay- 
lor's reply  to  these  several  communications. 

On  the  20th  July,  1845,  he  acknowledged  the 
receipt  of  the  letter  of  the  8th,  and,  after  speaking 
of  the  instructions  relative  to  the  Mexican  settle- 
ments on  the  east  side  the  Rio  Grande,  he  adds: 

"Tliesc  iiisti  notions  will  be  closely  obeyed,  and  the  de- 
partineiit  may  rest  assured  that.  I  will  take  no  step  to  inter- 
rupt l\\n  friendly  rclatioiis  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico."    , 

Now,  sir,  it  has  frequently  been  said,  that  the 
instructions  of  the  8th  were  an  admission  that  Mex- 
ico had  possession  of  the  country  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Rio  Grande;  and  it  is  true  that  the  Presi- 
dent was  informed  that  there  were  some  military 
posts  there;  but  he  never  acknowledged  their  right 
to  be  there,  and  only  cautioned  General  Taylor, 
that,  so  long  as  the  relations  of  peace  continued, 
he  should  not  interfere  with  them,  as  it  was  un- 
necessary to  do  so,  and  a  different  course  might 
bring  on  a  collision  of  arms,  which  he  wished,  if 
possible,  to  avoid.  That  General  Taylor  so  un- 
derstood these  instructions,  is  very  evident  from 
the  languase  of  his  reply. 

On  the  iSth  of  August,  1845,  he  acknowledged 
the  receipt  of  the  letters  of  July  28  and  30;  and 
then  adds: 

"1  am  gratified  to  find  that  my  measures  thus  %r  have 
met  with  the  approbation  ot"  the  Government  and  general- 
in-chief;  and,  jiartkulurly,  to  find  that  I  have  but  anticipated 
the  wishes  of  the  President  in  taking  up  a  position  west  of 
the  Nueces." 

General  Taylor,  in  his  letter  of  October  4,  first 
gives  his  reasons  why  he  did  not  comply  with  Mr. 
Bancroft's  instructions  of  June  15,  directing  him 
to  take  up  his  quarters  near  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
why  he  stopped  at  Corpus  Christi.  He  then  gives 
his  reasons  why  that  had  proved  to  be  the  best 
point,  and  then  says: 

"  For  ihese  reason^,  our  position  thus  far  has,  I  think, 
been  the  best  possible  ;  but  now  that  the  entire  force  will  be 
soon  concentrated,  it  may  well  be  a  question  whether  the 
views  of  Government  will  be  best  carried  out  by  our  remain- 
ing at  this  point.  It-is  with  great  deference  that  I  make  any 
suggestions  on  topics  which  may  become  matters  of  delicaie 
negotiaticm  ;  but  if  our  Government,  in  settling  the  question 
of  boundary,  makes  the  line  of  the  Rio  Grande  an  ultimatum, 
I  cannot  doubt  that  the  settlement  will  be  greatly  facilitated 
and  hastened  by  our  taking  possession  at  once  ol  one  or  two 
suitable  points  on  or  quite  near  that  river." 

And  then,  after  giving  his  reasons  for  this  opin- 
ion, he  adds: 

"  Mexico  having  as  yet  made  no  positive  declaration  of 
war,  or  conmiitted  any  overt  act  of  hostilities,  I  do  not  feel 
at  liberty,  under  my  instructions,  particularly  those  of  July 
8,  to  make  a  forward  movement  to  the  Eio  Grande,  without 
authority  from  the  War  Department." 

On  the  24th  October,  Commodore  Conner  wrote 
General  Taylor,  informing  him  that  "  the  Mexican 
'  Government  had  accepted  the  proposal  nsade  by 
'  that  of  our  country  to  arrange  the  existing  difR- 
'  culties  by  negotiation,"  and  that  the  information 
had  been  despatched  to  Washington. 

On  the  7ih  of  November,  General  Taylor  writes 
to  the  War  Department;  encloses  a  copy  of  Com- 
modore Conner's  letter;  acknowledges  the  receipt 
of  the  letter  of  October  16;  said  he  had  declined 
answering  it  fully  until  he  got  an  answer  to  his  of 
October  4,  which  covered  in  part  the  same  ground. 
He  then  adds: 

"  The  news  from  Mexico,  however,  tends  to  modify,  in 
Bome  degree,  the  views  expressed  in  that  communication, 
(October  4.)  The  position  now  occupied  by  the  troops  may, 
perhaps,  be  the  best  while  negotiations  are  pending,  or,  at 
any  rate,  until  a  disposition  shall  be  manifested  by  Mexico 
U>  protract  them  unreasonably.  Under  the  supposition  that 
such  may  be  the  view  of  the  department,  I  shall  make  no 
movement  from  this  point,  except  for  the  purpose  of  exam- 
ining the  country,  until  further  instructions  are  received." 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  have  been  various 
constructions  given  to  this  correspondence,  and 
especially  to  the  letters  of  October  4  and  Novem- 
ber 7.  My  own  opinion  is,  that  no  gentleman  has 
given  the  true  construction.  On  the  4th  of  October, 
General  Taylor  gave  it  as  hia  opinion,  that  up  to 


that  time  Corpus  Christi  was  the  best  point  that 
he  could  possibly  have  occupied.  After  stating 
what  the  instructions  of  June  15  were,  and  that 
Point  Isabel  would  have  fulfilled  more  fully  than 
any  other  position  the  conditions  imposed  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  he  goes  on  and  gives  the  reasons 
why  he  did  not  take  that  position: 

"  He  had  no  artillery,  no  engineer  force  or  appliances,  and 
but  a  moderate  amount  of  infanlry.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, the  occupation  of  Point  Isabel  might  have  compro- 
mised the  safety  of  his  command.  1  therefore  (says  he) 
determined  to  take  up  the  next  accessible  position  in  the 
rear,  which  is  the  mouth  of  the  Nueces  river." 

All  the  information  which  he  had  obtained  be- 
fore leaving  New  Orleans,  seemed  to  point  to  Cor- 
pus Christi  as  the  most  suitable  point  for  concen- 
tration. And,  although,  before  the  instructions  of 
July  30  had  reached  him,  he  would  have  preferred 
a  position  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river ,  yet  a 
careful  examination  of  the  country  had  already 
convinced  him  that  none  could  be  found  combin- 
ing so  many  advantages  as  this — that  every  day's 
experience  had  confirmed  these  impressions.  Cor- 
pus CJiristi  is  healthy,  easily  supplied,  well  situa- 
ted to  hold  in  observation  the  Rio  Grande,  from 
Matamoros  to  Laredo.  A  salutary  moral  effect 
was  exercised  on  the  Mexicans.  The  traders  carry 
home  favorable  news  of  our  camp  and  discipline. 
"  For  these  reasons  our  position  thus  far  has  ber n 
'the  best  possible;  but  nowthattheentire  forcewill 
'soon  be  concentrated,  it  may  well  be  a  question 
'whether  theviewsof  Government  will  be  best  car- 
'  ried  out  by  our  remaining  at  this  point."  Now, 
sir,  let  me  here  ask,  what  are  the  views  of  Gov- 
ernment which  he  thought  would  not  be  best  car- 
ried out  by  his  remaining  at  Corpus  Christi.'  I 
answer,  they  are  found  in  previous  communica- 
tions. They  consist  in  this,  that  our  Government 
claimed  the  Rio  Grande  as  our  western  boundary, 
and  was  determined  to  maintain  that  claim.  This 
is  clear  from  the  language  of  Secretary  Marcy,  in 
his  letter  of  October  16,  when  he  tells  General 
Taylor — 

"  Previous  instructions  will  have  put  you  in  possession  of 
the  views  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  not  only 
as  to  the  extent  of  Us  territorial  claims,  but  of  its  determina- 
tion to  assert  them.  In  carrying  out  these  instructions,  you 
will  be  left  very  much  to  your  own  judgment,  by  reason  of 
your  superior  knowledge  of  localities,  and  the  earlier  notice 
you  may  receive  of  the  probable  views  of  Mexico  and  the 
movements  of  her  troops." 

These  are  the  views  of  Government  to  which  he 
alludes,  and  above  everything  else  is  the  protection 
of  Texas  up  to  the  Rio  Grande.     He  then  adds: 

"  It  is  with  great  deference  that  I  make  any  suggestions 
on  topics  which  may  become  matter  of  delicate  negotiation; 
but  il  our  Government,  in  settling  the  qmstion  of  boundary, 
makes  the  line  of  the  Rio  Gtamie  our  ultimatum,  I  cannot 
doubt  but  the  settlement  will  be  greatly  facilitated  and  hast- 
ened liy  our  taking  possession  at  once  of  one  or  two  suita- 
ble points  on  or  quite  near  that  river." 

And  now,  sir,  let  me  here  ask,  what  kind  of  set- 
tlement does  he  allude  to?  I  answer,  settlement 
by  negotiation.  And  why  will  that  be  facilitated 
and  hastened  by  taking  position  on  the  Rio 
Grande.'  It  will  be  hastened  and  facilitated,  or,  in 
other  words,  it  will  bring  about  negotiation,  and 
facilitate  it  when  brought  about,  for  the  reason 
that  "  our  strength  and  preparation  will  be  dis- 
played in  a  manner  not  to  be  misunderstood." 
"  However  salutary  may  be  the  effect  produced 
'  upon  the  border  people  by  our  presence  here,  we 
'  are  too  far  from  the  frontier  to  impress  the  Gov- 
'  ernment  of  Mexico  with  our  readiness  to  vindi- 
'  cute  by  force  of  arms,  if  necessary,  our  title  to  the 
•  country  as  far  as  the  Rio  Grande."  These  are 
the  reasons  why  a  position  on  or  near  the  river 
will  bring  about  negotiation.  Let  us  display  our 
force,  and  let  tliem  know  what  our  intentions  arc. 
But  under  his  instructions  he  does  not  feel  autho- 
rized to  make  the  move  without  farther  directions 
from  the  War  Department. _ 

1  repeat  it,  sir,  the  object  that  General  Taylor 
had  in  view  in  ordering  a  removal  of  the  troops 
from  Corpus  Christi  to  the  Rio  Grande,  was  to 
bring  about  a  negotiation  for  the  settlement  of  our 
difficulties  with  Mexico.  The  gentleman  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  Cobb]  seemed  to  think  that  he  al- 
luded to  the  particular  negotiation  which  was  soon 
after  proposed.  I  do  not  think  so.  General  Tay- 
lor knew  nothing  of  the  intended  effort  at  negoti- 
ation at  the  time  he  wrote  his  letter  of  October  4. 
His  position  was  stronger  than  this.  It  was  not 
that  Mexico  would  accede  to  our  proposition  to 
negotiate.  No,  sir,  no.  It  was  that  Mexico,  see- 
ing our  determination  to  assert  and  maintain  our 
'  line  up  to   the  Rio  Grande,  would  induce  her  to 


make  the  offer  of  negotiation.  But  we  are  told 
that  the  letter  of  November  7  modifies  that  of 
October  4.  Itdoes,  sir.  It  modifies  it  just  so  far 
as  there  has  been  a  change  of  circumstances  in  the 
mean  time.  On  the  6th  of  November  General  Tay- 
lor received  a  letter  from  Commodore  Conner, 
iriforming  him  that  Mexico  had  accepted  a  propo- 
sition to  arrange  the  existing  difficulties  by  negoti- 
ation; and  then,  on  the  7th  of  November,  writing 
to  the  War  Department,  enclosing  Commodore 
Conner's  letter,'  and  mentioning  his  views  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  letter  of  the  4th,  he  adds: 

"  The  intelligence  from  Mexico,  however,  tends  to  modi- 
fy, in  some  degree,  the  views  expressed  in  that  communi- 
cation. The  position  now  occupied  by  the  troops  may 
perhaps,  he  the  best  while  ne>iOtiations  are  ponding,  or  at 
any  rate,  until  a  dispositiim  shall  be  manifested  by  Mex'ico 
to  protract  them  unreasonably.  Under  the  supposition  that 
such  may  be  the  view  of  the  department,  I  shall  make  no 
movement  from  this  point  until  further  instructed." 

Now,  sir,  let  us  see  how  beautifully  these  letters 
correspond,  and  how  positively  they  recommend 
the  same  policy.  On  the  4th  of  October,  no  propo- 
sition for  negotiation  pending,  he  writes  to  the 
department  and  tells  them,  if  you  intend  to  make 
the  Rio  Grande  an  ultimatum,  move  your  troops 
up  to  it,  display  your  force,  and  your  determina- 
tion to  maintain  your  rights,  and  it  will  be  the 
means  of  hastening,  bringing  about,  and  facilita- 
ting negotiation.  But,  on  the  7th  of  November, 
propositions' for  negotiation  then  having  been  made 
and  accepted,  the  reasons  for  removing  the  troops 
no  longer  exist;  Me.xico  agrees  to  treat  without 
being  induced  to  it  by  a  display  of  our  forces  on 
the  Rio  Grande;  and,  inasmuch  as  it  is  no  longer 
necessary  to  move  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
about  negotiation,  therefore,  the  position  now  occu- 
pied is  perhaps  the  best,  while  negotiations  are 
pending,  or,  at  least,  until  she  manifests  a  dispo- 
sition to  protract  them  unreasonably;  but  then,  so 
so  soon  as  negotiation  ends  or  is  unreasonably 
protracted,  move  your  forces  to  the  Rio  Grande. 

And  now,  having  thus  given  my  views  of  the 
correspondence  between  the  War  Department  and 
General  Taylor,  up  to  the  7th  of  November,  1845, 
let  us  turn  our  attention  for  a  moment  to  what  was 
transpiring  at  the  capital  of  Mexico. 

On  the  'l5th  of  September,  1845,  Mr.  Black,  our 
consul  at  the  city  of  Mexico,  was  directed  to  pro- 
pose to  the  Mexican  Minister  of  Foreign  Rel£\tion3 
a  renewal  of  the  diplomatic  relations  between  the 
two  Governments. 

On  the  15th  of  October,  1845,  he  received  an 
answer,  acceding  to  the  propositions  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, accompanied  with  a  request  that  our 
i  squadron  be  ordered  out  of  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz, 
and  that  the  person  sent  to  negotiate  a  settlement  of 
existing  difficulties  should  be  endowed  with  quali- 
ties proper  to  the  attainment  of  such  ends. 

On  the  10th  of  November,  1845,  Mr.  Slidell  was 
sent  on  his  mission,  and  on  the  21st  of  December 
following  was  rejected  by  Herrera's  Government. 
And  now  here  I  wish  to  remark,  that  from  a  very 
careful  examination  of  the  correspondence  in  which 
Mr.  Black,  Mr.  Slidell,  and  the  Mexican  minister, 
Mr.  Pena  y  Pena,  were  the  parties,  I  have  no 
doubt  it  was  the  wish  of  General  Herrera  that 
diplomacy  should  be  renewed,  with  a  view  to  a 
peaceful  settlement  of  all  our  difficulties.  But,  sir, 
he  very  soon  discovered  the  difficulties  surround- 
ing him;  he  soon  discovered  that  some  of  the  mil- 
itary spirits  of  the  country  were  resolved  first  upon 
an  overthrow  of  his  Government,  and  next  upon 
a  war  with  this  country.  This  was  in  accordance 
with  the  feelings  of  a  large  majority  of  the  people, 
and  his  pacific  overtures  v/ere  seized  upon  by  Pa- 
redes  as  a  pretext  upon  which  to  place  himself  in 
power.  Herrera  saw  the  storm  gathering  around 
his  head.  He  knew  the  lever  that  was  being  used 
against  him.  He  had  not  the  moral  courage  to 
meet  the  crisis;  and  on  the  30th  December,  1845, 
without  a  struggle,  quietly  yielded  up  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  war  influence  of  the  country,  with  Pa- 
redes  at  its  head.  And,  sir,  any  gentleman  who 
will  carefully  examine  the  history  of  this  whole 
affair  will  be  forced  irresistibly  to  the  conclusion, 
that  with  the  first  rejection  of  Mr.  Slidell  and  over- 
throw of  Herrera's  Government  ended  all  hope  of 
peaceful  negotiation. 

It  will  be  borne  in  mind,  that  one  of  the  errors 
into  which  Herrera  was  led,  in  part  by  his  own 
pusillanimity,  and  in  part  by  the  force  of  circum- 
stances, was,  that  he  submitted  the  proposition  as 
to  the  reception  or  rejection  of  Mr.  Slidell  to  what 
was  termed  the  Council  of  Government.  He  sought 
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to  escape  the  responsiljility  of  action,  by  shifting 
it  upon  the  shoiiklers  of  others,  at  the  same  time 
anxious  (imt  they  should  receive  our  minister, 
with  the  hope  tliat  in  that  event  he  could  retain 
his  pow'er. 

On  the  17th  of  December,  1845,  Mr.  Slidell  be- 
came satisfied  as  to  the  result,  and  accordingly 
wrote  to  Mr.  Buchanan,  giving  a  detailed  account 
of  all  that  had  taken  place;  enclosed  copies  of  his 
correspondence;  and,  on  the  next  day,  added,  by 
way  of  postscript,  that  he  had  received  a  paper 
containing  the  decision  of  the  Council  of  Govern- 
ment against  liis  reception,  and  which  paper  he 
also  enclosed.  This  intelliirence  was  received  at 
the  War  Department  on  the  12th  of  January,  1846; 
and  on  the  day  following,  a  letter  was  sent  to  Gen- 
eral Taylor,  orderinjj  him  to  move  from  Corpus 
Christi  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande;  and 
this  order  is  said  to  have  been  the  immediate  cause 
of  the  war. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  not  my  wish  to  pursue  this 
subject  any  further.  I  trust  I  have  shown  that 
Mexico  commenced  the  war,  and  is  responsible  for 
the  evils  that  have  followed  in  its  train;  that  the 
title  to  our  territory  was  perfect  to  the  left  bank  of 
the  Rio  Grande;  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  resist  invasion  up  to  that  line;  that  the  order 
of  the  13th  of  January  was  in  strict  accordance 
with  the  previously  expressed  opinions  of  General 
Taylor;  that  all  elforts  at  negotiation  had  failed; 
that  Mexico  had  concentrated  her  forces  with  the 
avowed  purpose  of  invading  and  subjugating  Tex- 
as; and  that  it  therefore  became  the  imperative  duty 
of  the  President  to  meet  the  crisis.  He  did  meet 
it,  and  the  nation  will  sustain  the  act. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  McClelland,  and  it  was  adopted.  . 

Mr.  FICKLIN  moved  to  add  at  the  end  of  the 
resolution  the  following  proviso: 

Provided,  Thnt  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  he  so 
construed  as  to  reqnire  tiie  payment  of  any  expenses  incur- 
red prior  to  the  organization  of  companies  by  the  election  of 
their  officers. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  before  the  words,  "  Provided,  however," 
the  words,  "  and  such  as  are  allowed  by  law  to 
the  troops  of  the  United  Slates."     Rejected. 

Mr.  RUMSEY  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  reso- 
lution the  words,  "  or  for  money  advanced  to  the 
commanding  officers  of  any  regiment,  battalion,  or 
company, for  the  purpose  aforesaid.''     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  add  at  the 
end  of  the  resolution  the  following: 

Prodded,  further.  Thai  noihin;;  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  authorize  the  rel'undiiig  of  any  money  than  such 
as  would  have  been  paid  or  advanced  by  the  proper  otiiccrs 
of  the  Uniied  States,  had  sucli  officers  been  present. 

Mr.  JONES  explained  his  amendment. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  BROWN, 
of  Mississippi,  DICKINSON,  MILLER,  and 
PHELPS— 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  March  29,  1848. 
Mr.  MILLER,  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  in  favor  of  a  law  to 
provide  for  the  reimbursement  of  expenses  incur- 
red by  William  Napton  and  Alexander  P.  Arnold 
in  raising  a  company  of  volunieers  to  serve  in  the 
Mexican  war;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  H.'XLE  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  New  Hampshire,  asking  a  reduction  of  postage 
to  one  cent  oji  pajiers  and  two  cents  on  letter.s; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Also,  a  petition  from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  United  States; 
the  motion  to  receive  which  was  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  from  the  Society 
for  the  Reformatiiin  of  Juvenile  Delinquents,  ask- 
ins  to  be  released  from  u  judgment  obiiuncd  aijainst 
thein  liy  (he  United  States  for  the  purchase  money 
stipulated  to  be  paid  for  the  property  now  occupied 
as  a  house  of  refuge;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  UENTON  presented  a  petition  from  Rebec- 
ca HeakI,  asking  compensation  for  property  de- 
•iroyed  during  the  war  with  Great  Britain;  which 


was  referred   to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 

Also,  a  petition  from  citizens  of  Missouri,  ask- 
ing the  right  of  preemption  to  certain  lands  settled 
and  cultivated  by  them;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  BELL  presented  two  memorials  from  citi- 
zens of  Tennessee,  all  numerously  signed,  asking 
an  appropriation  for  the  repair  of  the  dam  at  Cum- 
berland Island,  in  the  Ohio  river. 

Mr.  BELL  explained  that  this  petition  was  nu- 
merously signed  by  some  thousands  of  persons, 
masters  of  boats,  merchants,  traders,  planters,  &c.; 
and  their  object  was  to  obtain  an  appropriation  for 
the-j-epair  of  the  dam  at  the  head  of  Cumberland 
Island,  in  the  Ohio  river.  That  dam  was  erected 
about  fifteen  years  ago,  and  had  answered  the 
purpose  of  its  construction  until  within  the  last 
two  or  three  years,  when,  in  consequence  of  dam- 
age caused  by  the  freshets,  a  breach  had  been  made 
in  it;  the  effect  of  which  had  been  a  great  incon- 
venience to  the  public,  and  much  injury  to  vessels 
navigating  the  river.  Unless  some  repair  should 
speedily  be  made,  the  navigation  would  be  entire- 
ly stopped,  to  the  great  injury  of  all  the  western 
States,  the  trade  from  which  took  that  dii-ection. 
The  original  intention  of  the  construction,  which 
was  to  throw  the  channel  towards  the  left  bank  of 
the  river,  had  been  entirely  thwarted  by  the  injury 
received  by  the  dam.  Great  losses  had  already 
occurred,  exceeding  in  amount  the  original  cost  of 
the  work.  Boats  had  frequently  been  placed  in 
imminent  danger,  and,  on  one  occasion,  some  two 
years  ago,  he  was  himself  exposed  to  great  peril, 
having  been  for  some  four-and-twenty  hours  sus- 
pended between  life  and  death  He  stated  that  an 
appropriation  for  the  repairs  of  the  dam  would  not 
be  liable  to  the  constitutional  objections  of  the 
President;  and  his  only  apprehension  was,  that  it 
would  encounter  opposition  from  those  interested 
in  smaller  but  rival  works.  Pie  trusted,  however, 
that  the  great  importance  of  this  object  to  all  the 
western  States,  would  enable  it  to  triumph  over  all 
opposition. 

Tlie  memorials  were  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  likewise  presented  several 
memorials  from  Kentucky  and  Illinois,  in  relation 
to  the  same,  and  drew  the  attention  of  the  Senate, 
and  the  committee  in  particular,  to  the  necessity 
for  the  repair  of  the  dam;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  joint  resolution  giving  the  con- 
gratulations of  Congress  to  the  French  people, 
(published  in  yesterday's  proceedings.) 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  the  Secretary  was 
proceeding  to  read  it  a  second  time;  when — 

Mr.  MILLER  objected  to  the  second  reading, 
unless  for  the  purpose  of  reference. 

Mr.  ALLEN  could  see  no  necessity  for  a  refer- 
ence. If  the  second  I'eading  was  objected  to,  that 
put  a  stop  to  present  proceeding.  He  should,  how- 
ever, move  to  have  the  resolution  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  intro- 
duced a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional  mili- 
tary force,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read 
twice,  and. referred  to  the  Committee  on  Militaiy 
Affairs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  reported  House  bill  to  change 
the  location  of  certain  liglU-liouses  and  buoys,  witli- 
out  atnendment. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  had  been  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  to  ask  that  the  bill  might  be 
immediately  considered;  when,  after  explaining  its 
object,  which  was  simply  to  authorize  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  change  the  locations  of  cer- 
tain light-houses  and  buoy.s,  the  motion  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  CASS,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel 
Robert  Wallace,  without  amendment. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  YULEE, 

Respired,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  transmit  to 
the  Senate  any  doeurneuls  or  evidence  on  tile  in  any  <)1  the 
Eveculive  departments  relative  to  the  serviees  ol  Captain 
McClellan'9  eompuny  of  Florida  volunteers  in  the  vear 
1B40. 


The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Breese  on  the  23d  instant,  was  taken  up  and 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  he  directed  lb  inform 
the  Senate  what  quantity  of  pulilic  land  has  lieen  reserved 
from  sale  and  settlement  at  and  near  Fort  SnelliuL',  on  the 
Upper  Mississippi  river;  stating  the  qu  iiitity  on  each  bank 
of  the  river  so  reserved;  the  purpose  to  which  llie  l.mds  are 
devoted  ;  the  amount  of  force  at  that  post,  averaging  it  for 
tlie  last  five  years ;  and  whether,  in  his  opinion,  the  lands 
reserved  ou  the  east  bank  of  the  river  are  really  for  any 
military  purposes. 

The  bill  from  the  House  making  appropriations 
for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  In- 
dian Department,  &c.,  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  ths  bill 
concerning  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
&c.,  was  taken  up,  and  made  the  special  order  for 
Friday. 

CALTFOimiA  CLAIMS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CASS,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  for  ascertaining  aod  payiiig 
certain  claims  in  California. 

Mr.  DIX  addressed  the  Senate  as  follows: 

Mr.  President:  The  transactions  out  of  which 
the  claims  provided  for  by  the  bill  under  consider- 
ation arose,  were  explained  yesterday  in  the  brief 
but  very  pertinent  and  lucid  remarks  of  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Cass,]  as  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  before 
which  the  testimony  substantiating  the  claims  w-aa 
taken.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  printed  document 
containing  this  testimony,  and  before  I  sit  down  I 
will  read  some  portions  of  it  to  the  Senate,  though 
I  may  perhaps  but  present  what  is  familiar  to  all. 

I  do  not  know  that  any  explanation  further  than 
that  which  has  already  been  given  by  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Michigan  is  necessary  to  vindi- 
cate the  propriety  of  passing  the  bill.  The  pecu- 
niary obligations,  for  the  discharge  of  which  it 
provides,  were  contracted  in  good  faith,  for  the 
purpose  of  subduing  the  country  and  of  expelling 
from  it  the  military  forces  of  Mexico.  In  the  ex- 
ecution of  these  objects,  the  young  and  accom- 
plished officer  at  the  head  of  our  troops.  Colonel 
Fremont,  exhibited  a  combination  of  energy, 
promptitude,  sagacity,  and  prudence,  which  indi- 
cates the  highest  capacity  for  civil  and  military 
command;  and,  in  connection  with  what  he  has 
done  for  the  cause  of  science,  it  has  given  him  a 
reputalion  at  home  and  abroad  of  which  men  much 
older  and  more  experienced  than  himself  might 
well  be  proud.  That  the  country  will  do  justice 
to  his  valuable  and  distinguished  services  I  enter- 
tain not  the  slightest  doubt. 

The  objects  accomplished  by  Colonel  Fremont, 
as  subsequent  developments  have  shown,  were  far 
more  important  than  those  1  have  referred  to. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  his  rapid  and  decisive 
movements  kept  California  out  of  the  hands  of 
British  subjects,  and  perhaps  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  British  Government;  and  it  is  in  this  point  of 
view  that  I  desire  to  present  the  subject  to  the 
Senate.  If  these  transactions  stood  alone,  if  they 
constituted  an  isolated  case,  I  might  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  call  attention  to  them.  But  as  a  part 
of  a  system  to  all  appearances  deliberately  entered 
upon  and  steadily  pursued,  it  seems  to  me  that 
they  may  justly  claim  a  more  extensive  consider- 
ation than  would  otherwise  be  due  to  them. 

While  discussing  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional 
military  force  in  January  last,  I  slated  some  facts 
in  illustration  of  the  encroachments  of  Great  Brit- 
ain on  the  southern  portion  of  the  North  American 
continent.  1  alluded  particularly  to  her  movenicnts 
on  the  Mosquito  coast,  where  she  is  establishing 
herself  under  the  pretence  of  giving  ])rotection  to  an 
insignificant  tribe  of  Indiana,  but  in  reality  to  gain 
possession  of  a  territory  notonly  intrinsically  valua- 
ble on  account  of  its  nattiral  products,  but  doubly 
.so  to  her  on  account  of  its  advantages  of  position. 
This  occu])ation  does  not  rest  upon  ihc  ground  of 
an  original  establishment  on  territory  unreclaimed 
from  its  primeval  solitude,  or  even  on  territory 
not  reduced  to  actual  possession  by  its  first  discov- 
eier.  It  is  a  portion  of  the  old  Spanish  dominion 
in  North  America,  constituting,  after  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  empii-e  of  Spain  in  the  western  hemi- 
sphere, a  part  of  the  confederation  of  Central  Amer- 
ica, and  now  an  integral  part  of  the  States  of 
Honduras  and  Nicaragua:  and  if  the  power  of 
Spain  had  continued  unbroken,  this  unjustifiable  en- 
croachment would  not  liave  l)een  heard  of.  I  stated 
on  a  former  oscasion  thnt  the  territory  occupied  in 
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the  name  of  the  Mosquito  nation  by  Great  Britain 
contains,  about  40,000  square  miles,  nearly  as  large 
a  surface  as  that  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
that  she  had  recently  sought  to  extend  her  posses- 
sion by  forcible  means  to  the  river  San  Juan  de 
Nicaragua,  near  the  eleventh  parallel  of  latitude, 
one  degree  further  south  than  the  territory  actually 
claimed  as  belonging  to  the  Mosquitos  according 
to  her  own  geographical  delineations. 

Nearly  a  century  ago  some  connection  existed 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  Mosquito  Indians; 
but  the  territory  was  abandoned  by  her  under  treaty 
stipulations  with  Spain.  When  the  connection 
was  renewed  I  am  unable  to  say;  but  I  believe 
the  first  open  and  avowed  attempt  to  exercise  rights 
of  sovereignty  over  the  territory,  through  consular 
agents,  was  in  1843,  when  Mr.  Patrick  Walker 
was  appointed  consul  at  Bluefields;  and  this  ap- 
pointment was  instantly  the  subject  of  a  protest  by 
at  least  one  of  the  South  American  States. 

Before  I  proceed  to  give  the  details  of  this  en- 
croachment, I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  position  taken  by  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States,  nearly  twenty-five  years  ago,  in 
respect  to  the  future  colonization  of  this  continent 
by  European  Powers. 

In  the  annual  message  of  Mr.  Monroe  to  Con- 
gress, in  December,  1823,  he  stated,  that  in  the 
discussion  of  the  respective  rights  of  Great  Britain, 
Russia,  and  the  United  States,  on  the  northwestern 
coast  of  America,  the  occasion  had  "been  judged 
proper  for  asserting  as  a  principle,  in  which  the 
rights  of  the  United  States  are  involved,  that  the 
American  continents,  by  the  free  and  independent 
condition  which  they  have  assumed  and  maintained , 
are  henceforth  not  to  be  considered  as  subjects  for 
future  colonization  by  any  European  Powers." 
In  the  same  message  it  was  declared,  that  we 
should  regard  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  European 
Powers  to  extend  their  political  "sys'em  to  any 
portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous  to  our 
peace  and  safety."  "With  existing  colonies  or 
dependencies  of  any  European  Powers,"  says  the 
message,  "we  have  not  interfered,  and  shall  not 
interfere.  But  with  the  governments  who  have 
declared  their  independence,  and  maintained  it, 
and  whose  independence  we  have,  on  great  consid- 
eration and  on  just  principles,  acknowledged,  we 
could  not  view  any  interposition  for  the  purpose 
of  oppressing  them,  or  controlling  in  any  other 
manner  their  destiny,  by  any  European  Power,  in 
any  other  light  than  as  the  manifestation  of  an  un- 
friendly disposition  towards  the  United  States." 

The  two  positions  assumed  by  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States  were — 

1.  That  there  must  be  no  further  colonization 
on  either  of  the  American  continents  by  any  Eu- 
ropean-Power;  and, 

2.  That  there  must  be  no  interference  by  Euro- 
pean Powers  with  the  independent  States  in  this 
hemisphere : 

And  these  declarations  were  accompanied  by  the 
disavowal  on  our  part  of  all  intention  to  interfere 
with  existing  colonies  or  dependencies  of  any  Eu- 
ropean Power  on  this  continent. 

Of  the  wisdom  or  policy  of  these  declarations,  1 
have  nothing  to  say;  though  I  must  add,  that  I  have 
always  considered  the  publication  of  manifestoes, 
which  the  government  putting  ihem  forth  is  not 
prepared  to  maintain  at  all  hazards,  as  calculated 
to  detract  from  its  dignity  and  influence. 

Mr.  Monroe's  declarations  have  not  been  main- 
tained. They  applied  to  South  as  well  as  North 
America;  and  during  the  lastfive  years,  the  Banda 
Oriental  and  the  Argentine  Confederation  have  been 
the  theatie  of  an  armed  intervention,  on  the  part  of 
Great  Britain  at  first,  and  ultimately  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France,  which  is  ahnost  unprecedented  in 
the  history  of  nations,  as  a  violation  of  the  right  of 
every  conmiunity  to  regulate  its  domestic,  concerns 
in  its  own  way,  without  external  interference.  I 
will  not  detain  the  Senate  by  entering  into  the  de- 
tails of  these  ti'ansactions.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that 
in  1838,  in  consequence  of  internal  dissensions  in 
the  Banda  Oriental,  or  the  Oriental  Republic  of 
Uruguay,  fomented  by  foreign  oflicers  and  resi- 
dents in  Montevideo,  General  Oribe,  the  President, 
resigned,  and  fled  to  Buenos  Ayres,  his  rival, Gen- 
eral Reveira,  succeeding  to  his  political  post.  In 
1S42,  Orilie  entered  the  Banda  Oriental,  drove  Re- 
veira into  Brazil,  and  besieged  his  general  (Paez) 
in  Montevideo,  which  was  sinbsequently  invested 
by  sea  by  the  Argeritine  fleet.  The  interposition 
of  Admiral  Purvis,  commanding  the  British  fleet. 


when  the  admiral  of  the  French  fleet  refused  to  in- 
terfere, on  the  ground  that  such  interference  would 
violate  well-established  principles  of  international 
law,  has  had  the  effect  of  prolonging  for  five  years 
a  war  which  would  otherwise  have  been  speedily 
decided,  and  led  to  a  violation  of  every  rule  of  in- 
ternational duty,  through  a  further  intervention  in 
the  affairs  of  the  Argentine  Confederation,  by  the 
combined  fleets  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  un- 
der the  sanTition  of  their  respective  governments. 
Those  who  desire  to  know  more  of  these  transac- 
tions will  find  a  most  interesting  discussion  in  the 
"British  House  of  Lords,  in  the  Parliamentary  De- 
bates of  1845,  vol.  83,  page  1,152.  In  reply  to 
some  inquiries  proposed  by  Lord  Beaumont,  the 
Earl  of  Aberdeen  made  the  defence  of  the  Minis- 
try. He  was  followed  by  Lord  Colchester,  who 
had  been  at  the  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  who  was  tho-  I 
roughly  acquainted  with  all  that  had  taken  place. 
He  corrected  many  of  the  Earl  of  Aberdeen's  state- 
ments; and  I  think  it  will  be  admitted  that  he  left 
to  the  Ministry  a  most  unsatisfactory  ground  of 
defence.  On  the  principles  laid  down  by  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, it  would  have  been  the  duty  of  the  United 
States  to  interpose  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
the  Oriental  and  Argentine  republics  from  this  fla- 
grant invasion  of  their  rights  as  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent States.  We  have  failed  to  do  so,  I  do  not 
say  whether  rightly  or  not;  but  tlie  impolicy  of 
making  declarations  which  we  are  not  prepared 
to  maintain  is  strongly  exemplified  in  our  inac- 
tion. 

In  the  annual  message  of  the  President  to  Con- 
gress in  December,  1846,  the  declarations  of  Mr. 
Monroe  were  reiterated,  but  the  application  of  the 
principles  he  asserted  was  virtually  restricted  to 
the  continent  of  North  America.  Whatever  hesi- 
tancy there  may  be  in  extending  the  application 
further,  to  this  extent  its  assertion  and  maintenance 
at  all  hazards  can  afford,  it  appears  to  me,  no 
ground  for  a  difference  of  opinion;  and,  so  believ- 
ing, it  was  with  great  pleasure  that  I  listened  to  the 
spirited  remarks  of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Del- 
aware [Mr.  Clayton]  on  this  subject,  at  the  close 
of  the  debate  on  the  bill  to  raise  an  additional  mili- 
tary force.  Our  own  security  depends,  in  no  incon- 
siderable degree,  on  the  tranquhtlity  of  the  States 
bordering  on  us,  or  in  our  neighborhood.  The 
interference  of  European  Powers  in  their  affairs 
can  have  no  other  effect  but  to  produce  distractions 
dangerous  alike  to  them  and  to  us.  We  have  a 
right  to  insist,  then,  on  the  principle  of  non-inter- 
vention on  this  continent — a  principle  lying  at  the 
very  foundation  of  all  national  independence — a 
principle  which  cannot  be  violated  without  offend- 
ing against  the  common  welfare  and  the  common 
interest  of  the  whole  civilized  world.  In  connec- 
tion with  this  subject,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  have 
always  insisted,  in  the  most  earnest  manner,  on 
the  duty  of  non-interference  on  our  part  with  the 
affairs  of  European  States.  I  consider  it  the  more 
imperative  now,  when  great  political  changes  are 
taking  place,  and  when  the  whole  continent  of  Eu- 
rope may  be  convulsed  to  its  centre. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  encroachments 
of  Great  Britain  in  North  America  possess  an  im- 
portance which  cannot  be  exaggerated.  I  begin 
with  Central  America,  and  shall  pass  on  to  Cali- 
fornia, where  we  have  had  recent  evidence  of  a 
deliberate  design  to  obtain  possession  of  the  coun- 
try, for  the  purpose  of  excluding  us. 

In  February  last,  I  received  a  letter  from  a  friend 
in  New  York — a  gentleman  of  high  respectability, 
extensively  engaged  in  commercial  transactions, 
chiefly  with  Central  and  South  America,  and  who 
formerly  held  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives— stating  that  he  had  noticed  my  allusion  to 
the  affairs  of  the  Mosquito  coast,  and  that  he  could 
give  me  some  information  on  the  subject,  if  I  de- 
siied  it.  I  immediately  made  the  request,  and 
leceived  from  him,  about  a  month  ago,  a  letter, 
which  I  will  read  to  the  Senate: 

"  New  York,  February  28,  1848. 

"  Dear  Sir  :  Vour  favor  of  tlie  2otli  iiistimt  is  rpccived. 
Tn  coiiipliaru-«  with  your  request,  I  luive  Imstily  drawn  up 
the  outlines  of  tlii'  infoniiatioii  .-illudefl  to. 

"  In  August,  1845,  Mr.  James  S.  Bell  visited  New  York, 
and  was  introduced  to  me  as  a  person  havinastrent  commer- 
cial advantages  at  the  English  settlementolBim^fields,  Mos- 
quito nation,  Central  America,  and  who  desired  to  form  a 
connection  with  a  h(mse  at  New  York,  hy  which  tliese  ad- 
vantai;es  could  be  made  available  for  commercial  enterprise. 
Havinir  at  that  time  much  business  nt  Belize  and  Truxillo,  I 
was  ready  to  listen  to  propositions  for  increasing  my  Hade 
with  thai  eounlry,  es|)eeially  to  receive  the  valuable  infor- 
mation which  I  was  told  Mr.  B.  eonid  impart.  Mr.  Bell 
I  Ktaled  lie  wai  the  Secretary  to  tlie  Briti:ili  consulate  at  Blue- 


fields,  which  he  assured  me  was  really  the  government  de 
fddo  of  the  Mosquito  nation — a  tribe  of  dissolute  and  degra- 
ded Indians,  whose  King,  a  lad  of  lourteen,  was  an  inmate 
of  the  consul-house, and  dependanton  that  functionary  for 
the  necessaries  of  lite;  that  the  Mosquito  country  had  been 
privately  conveyed  to  the  British  Government,  arid  that  that 
claim,  when  questioned, could  be  maintained  by  a  legal  title 
of  purchase  from  the  King;  that  the  object  of  the  "British 
Government  was  not  only  the  possession  of  this  territory, 
which  abounded  with  rich  forests  of  mahogany,  and  other 
valuable  woods,  on  the  coast,  and  many  miles  in  the  inte- 
rior on  navigable  rivers,  but  at  the  jirojier  time,  to  show, 
prove,  and  maintain  by  force  of  arms,  if  necessary,  the  Mos- 
quito (their  own)  title  to  as  far  south  as  10°  of  north  latitude, 
comprising  San  Juan  and  the  rich  country  of  Lake  Nicara- 
gua, thus  securing  the  best  route  to  the  Pacific,  as  well  as  by 
tar  the  most  fertile  and  productive  of  all  that  section  of  Cen- 
tral America;  that  he  (Mr.  Bell)  had  made  two  vi.siL«,  ac- 
companied hy  skillful  surveyors  and  engineers,  to  San  Juan, 
and  thence  to  the  interior,  and  to  the  Lake  Nicaragua,  for 
pui-[ioses  of  exploration,  &.C.,  by  order  of  the  Government, 
conveyed  privately  to  Mr.  Walker,  the  consul  at  Blunfieids; 
that  be  came  to  the  United  States  to  effect  on  his  individual 
account  a  connection  with  some  mercantile  house,  hy  which 
to  establish  branches  at  Bluefields  and  at  San  Juan,  in  ad- 
vance of  its  becoming  a  Britiih  port ;  thnt  he  had  received 
an  exclusive  grant  for  the  cutting  of  mahogany  on  Bluefields 
river  and  arljacent  coast ;  that  tliis  connpction  with,  and  in- 
timate relation  to,  the  consulate  at  Bluefields,  aHrcs  the  Mos- 
quito Government,  would  give  him  such  advantages  at  San 
Juan,  that  he  could  nearly  monopolize  the  interior  trade  of 
that  place,  and  ship  to  the  United  States  large  quantities  of 
spice,  indigo,  cochineal,  hides,  &c.,  in  exchange  for  cotton 
goods,  flour,  &c. 

'•  Mr.  Bell,  by  written  documents  and  letters,  satisfied  me 
fully  of  the  trutliof  his  statements,  which  recent  events  have 
in  part  confirmed.  I  declined  the  propositions,  but  another 
house  have  accepted  them,  so  far  as  to  engage  the  services 
of  about  thirty  men  to  return  to  Bluefields  with  Mr.  B.  to 
cut  mahogany,  one  cargoof  which  has  actually  been  receiv- 
ed at  thisport.  Mr.  Bell  whilsthere,  had  alarge  chair  made, 
with  canopy,  Stc,  gilded  profusely,  and  covered  with  dam- 
ask, whicli  he  stated  was  the  throne  of  the  King  of  the  Mos- 
quitos; also,  halberds  and  other  paraphernalia  of  royalty, 
which  he  took  out  with  him  to  Bluefields.  At  the  time, 
these  statements  made  but  little  impression  upon  me;  but 
recent  events,  particularly  your  speech,  have  showed  too 
truly  their  truth  and  importance." 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  I  will  also  read 
a  communication  furnished  me,  at  my  request,  by 
the  head  of  one  of  the  foreign  embassies  in  this  city, 
and  addressed,  by  the  British  charge  d'affaires  at 
Bogota,  to  the  Government  of  New  Grenada,  set- 
ting forth  the  extent  of  the  British  claims.  In  Jan- 
uary last,  I  furnished  other  evidence,  to  the  same 
point,  on  the  authority  of  the  British  consul  general 
at  Guatemala.  I  present  this  as  corroborative,  and 
as  of  higher  authority: 

"British  Iiegation,  Bogota,  Sept.  24,  1847. 

"Circumstances  having  given  rise  to  a  question  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  coast  frontier  of  the  kingdom  of  Mosquito,  hi  i 
Britannic  Majesty's  Government,  after  having  carefully  er- 
amined  the  various  documents  and  historical  records  whii  h 
exist  relative  to  this  subject,  have  instructed  the  undersigi.- 
ed,  her  Britannic  Majesty's  charge  d'afiaires,  to  inform  the 
Governmentof  New  Grenada  that  her  Majesty's  Government 
are  of  opinion  that  the  right  of  the  King  of  Mosquito  should 
be  inainlained,  as  extending  from  the  Cape  of  Honduras 
down  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  San  Juan. 

"  The  undersigned  has  likewise  been  instructed  to  state 
that  her  Majesty's  Government  will  notview  with  indiffer- 
ence any  attempt  to  encinach  upon  the  right  or  territories  of 
the  King  of  Mosquito,  who  is  under  the  protection  of  the 
British  Crown. 

"  In  addressing  this  communication  to  his  excellency  M. 
Man.  Ancizar,  Grenadian  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Af- 
fairs ad  interim,  the  undersigned  begs  to  assure  him  of  his 
high  and  most  distinguished  consideration. 

"DANIEL  F.  O'LEARY. 

From  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  gather, 
Mosquito  has  become,  for  all  practical  purposes,  a 
British  colony.  The  real  head  of  the  Mosquito 
nation  is  Mr.  Patrick  Walker,  the  British  consul 
at  Bluefields.  The  nominal  king  of  the  Mosquitos 
is  a  mere  boy,  living  in  his  house.  The  Mosquito 
nation  consists  of  a  few  hundred  naked  Indians — 
idle,  ignorant,  and  worthless.  Under  the  pretence 
of  giving  protection  to  this  miscalled  nation,  Great 
Britain  has  extended  her  sovereignly  over  a  district 
of  country  nearly  as  large  as  the  Slate  of  New  York 
or  Pennsylvania.  She  has  vessels  of  war,  com- 
manded by  British  subjects,  under  the  name  of  the 
Mosquito  navy.  And,  in  a  word,  she  has  appro- 
priated to  herselfapartofthe  territory  of  Honduras, 
and  is  encroaching  on  the  territory  of  Nicaragua,- 
agaitist  the  solemn  protest  of  the  Central  American 
States.     Her  objects  are  doubtless  threefold — 

1.  To  extend  her  political  dominion  on  this  con- 
tinent; 

2.  To  open  new  fields  fqr commercial  enterprise; 
and  . 

3.  To  obtain  possession  of  the  most  practicable 
route  for  a  ship  canal  across  the  Isthmus,  and  thus 
to  control  the  commercial  cominunicaliou  between 
the  two  oceans. 

This  last  object  is  naturally  regarded  as  the  most 
important.  Tlie  route  lias  been  surveyed  minute- 
ly, thoroughly,   by  a   British    engineer,  and  il» 
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practicability  ascertained.  From  the  Caribbean 
sea  to  Lake  Nicaragua,  the  river  San  Juan  is  sus- 
ceptible of  tlie  requisite  improvement.  The  lake 
is  already  navigable  for  vessels  of  any  burden; 
and  from  the  lake  it  is  less  than  sixteen  miles 
to  the  Pacific,  with  a  mean  descent  of  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  feel.  The  results  of  this 
examination  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  first 
volume  of  Stephens's  work  on  Central  America. 

But  it  is  not  through  her  connection  with  the 
Mosquito  coast  alone  that  Great  Britain  is  extend- 
ing herself  across  the  continent.  Through  her  es- 
tablishment at  Balize  she  is  penetrating  to  the  very 
heart  of  the  peninsula  of  Yucatan.  She  had  at 
first  only  a  permission  to  occupy  a  small  district 
on  the  coast  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  logwood, 
and  to  enjoy  the  use  of  a  fishery  for  the  subsistence 
of  tlie  persons  employed.  This  permission  was 
given  during  the  Spanish  rule  in  America.  It  was 
confirmed  in  1783  by  the  treaty  of  Versailles,  under 
very  cautious  restrictions,  and  slightly  extended  by 
the  treaty  of  London  in  1786.  The  sovereignty  of 
Sfiain  over  this  territory  became,  by  virtueof  the  in- 
dependence of  her  colonies,  of  which  Yucatan  was 
one,  vested  in  Mexico.  But  the  right  of  Great  Brit- 
ain to  Belize,  I  am  told,  has  not  been  recognized 
either  by  Mexico  or  Yucatan.  She  not  only  con- 
tinues to  hold  the  coast,  but  she  has  extended  her- 
self overadistriclof  about  fourteen  thousand  square 
miles,  embracing  one  of  the  most  valuable  portions 
of  Yucatan;  and  1  believe  she  claims  it  by  conquest. 
She  is  within  sixty  miles  of  Chiapas,  the  southern 
Stale  of  Mexico;  and  her  chief  establishment  is 
said  to  be  a  vast  depot  of  contraband.  A  fierce 
contest  is  now  going  on  between  the  Spanish  and 
Indian  races  of  Yucatan;  and  the  latter,  who  were 
once  disarmed  and  harmless,  are  now  found  to  be 
abundantly  supplied  with  powder  and  firearms — 
many  of  the  latter  bearing  the  stamp  of  the  tower 
of  London.  When  this  contest,  marked,  as  all 
such  contests  are,  by  murder,  and  rapine,  and 
wanton  barbarity,  shall  have  exhausted  the  com- 
batants, both  parties  may  be  willing  to  take  refuge 
in  the  power  and  find  tranquillity  under  the  pro- 
tection, of  Great  Britain.  Sir,  this  is  the  usual 
issue  of  her  intervention  in  the  domestic  concerns  of 
other  States — those  especially  in  which  civilization 
has  made  but  little  progress.  This  is  still  more 
likely  to  be  the  result  when  semi-barbarous  tribes 
are  mtermingled  with  civilized  races,  as  in  the 
greater  portion  of  this  continent  to  the  south  of 
us,  and  from  numbers  or  local  circumstances  ap- 
proaching an  equality  with  each  other  in  point  of 
strength, 

I  do  not  make  these  statements,  Mr.  President, 
for  the  purpose  of  exciting  feeling  here  or  else- 
where. It  is  a  subject  which  I  desire  to  see  con- 
sidered with  calmness  and  deliberation;  but  it  is 
one  which  deeply  concerns  us.  Our  tranquillity, 
our  political  comfort,  our  commercial  interests,  are 
all  involved  in  the  exemption  of  neighboring  States 
from  domestic  dissensions  and  violence;  and  we 
have  a  right  to  see  that  these  mischiefs  are  not  pro- 
moted by  unauthorized  interference  from  abroad. 
I  do  not  propose  to  speak  of  the  right  of  interfer- 
ence in  the  internal  concerns  of  other  States.  On 
a  former  occasion  I  said  to  the  Senate  all  that  I 
desire  to  say  on  that  subject.  But  I  hold  it  to  be 
our  right  and  our  duty,  when  we  see  questionable 
movements  by  foreign  Powers  on  this  continent, 
either  through  their  constituted  authorities  or 
through  their  subjects,  supported  by  the  power  of 
the  State,  to  know  what  are  their  objects,  and  to 
see  that  the  political  independence  of  our  weak  and 
defenceless  neighbors  is  not  insidiously  subverted, 
and  their  territorial  po-^sessions  wrested  from  them 
by  unwarrantable  encroachment. 

One  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  system  by  which 
Great  Britain  has  extended  herself  over  so  large 
a  portion  of  the  globe  is,  that  she  usually  jicts,  in 
the  first  instance,  by  i)rivate  rather  than  by  pub- 
lic agents.  She  employs  commerce  to  effect  what 
other  governments  accomplish  by  public  authority 
and  force.  Instead  of  sending  an  army  or  a  fleet 
to  take  posscs.sion  of  a  coast,  she  sends  a  tradin"" 
company.  Nothing  can  be  more  unsuspicious  than 
the   circumstances  under  which   their  first  lod"- 

ment — the  germ,  peihaps,  of  a  future  empire is 

made.  'I'hcy  only  wish  some  facilities  for  laiidin'-- 
and  for  shelter  while  they  dis[)ose  of  their  mcr- 
chandi.se;  they  desire  to  establish  a  factory  (which, 
in  the  British  acceptation  of  the  term,  is  a  house 
for  traders)  and  to  enjoy  some  temporary  conve- 
niences for  traffic.     Tha   permission   is  given,  a 


foothold  is  obtained,  a  house  is  built,  a  picket,  a 
ditch,  an  embankment  follow.  These  simple  im- 
provements (to  use  an  American  phrase)  grow  in- 
sensibly into  a  settlement,  a  fortress,  and  a  colony, 
and  the  occupation  becomes  perpetual.  Plere  are 
British  subjects,  British  property,  and  British  in- 
terests to  be  protected;  the  honor  of  Great  Britain 
is  concerned,  and  it  will  not  permit  them  to  be 
abandoned.  Her  East  Indian  empire,  the  most 
vast  and  lucrative  of  her  possessions,  was  gained 
through  the  agency  of  a  trading  company.  Through 
a  trading  company  she  gained  her  first  foothold  on 
the  northwest  coast  of  America,  and  obtained  for 
herself  in  the  end  some  of  the  best  portions  of  Ore- 
gon. 

There  is  another  peculiarity  in  the  British  sys- 
tem of  extension.  Colonization  is  only  desired  so 
far  as  it  is  coextensive  with  political  sovereignty. 
She  does  not  labor  to  civilize  or  improve  where  she 
cannot  rule.  Commercial  interest  is  the  principal, 
and  social  improvement  the  incident  in  her  pro- 
gress. 

Sir,  there  were  two  great  systems  of  colonization 
in  ancient  times — those  of  Greece  and  Rome — and 
each  distinct  in  its  character.  Greece  was  actuated 
by  no  sordid  reference  to  self  in  the  extension  of 
her  people.  When  she  sent  out  her  children  to 
coionize  distant  territories,  she  let  them  go  forth 
independent  and  free.  She  did  not  insist  on  carry- 
ing her  political  sovereignty  along  with  them,  and 
compelling  them  to  pay  a  servile  obedience  to  it. 
She  sent  them  out  with  her  benedictions  and  her 
prayers,  to  enjoy,  unshared  by  herself,  whatever 
prosperity  they  could  earn  by  their  industry  and 
their  valor;  and  it  was  through  these  migrations 
that  the  foundations  of  ancient  civilization  were 
laid  in  southern  Italy. 

Roman  colonization  was  totally  different  in  its 
character.  Rome,  indeed,  did  not  encourage  colo- 
nization out  of  Italy  in  the  early  days  of  the  repub- 
lic. In  its  latter  days,  and  during  the  early  period 
of  the  empire,  she  sent  out  colonies  to  distant  re- 
gions, and  retained  them  in  dependence  on  herself. 
She  desired  that  all  the  streams  of  prosperity  which 
emanated  from  her  should  be  poured  back,  in  en- 
larged currents,  upon  their  source.  It  was  a  vast 
system  of  centralization.  Under  its  influence  the 
heart  became  distended  and  gorged,  while  the  ex- 
tremities were  left  exhausted  and  cold,  and  the 
whole  system  fell  asunder  by  force  of  this  inequal- 
ity. 

This  is  the  British  system  of  colonization;  it  has 
been  made  more  liberal  of  late,  but  unless  still  fur- 
ther relaxed,  its  fate  will  be  the  same.  Its  great 
characteristic  is  dependence  on  the  parent  State;  its 
most  inflexible  formulas  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the 
expression)  colonial  governments  subservientto  the 
crown,  commercial  regulations  framed  with  an  ex- 
clusive, and  usually  (such  is  the  fatality  of  all  sel- 
fishness, individual  or  national)  with  a  mistaken 
view  to  metropolitan  interests. 

It  is  not  for  our  advantage  that  this  system  should 
be  extended.  We  desire  freedom  in  cominercial 
intercourse.  Wc  do  not  interfere  with  any  colo- 
nial systems,  however  exclusive,  where  they  now 
exist.  We  do  not  oppose  their  extension  in  other 
portions  of  the  globe.  But  having  no  colonies  our- 
selves, desiring  none,  looking  only  to  an  extension 
by  jiacific  means,  and  from  the  operation  of  natu- 
ral laws,  over  the  unoccupied  districts  of  country 
west  of  us,  we  have  a  right  to  insist  that  colonial 
establishments,  exclusive  in  their  character  as  re- 
spects commercial  intercourse,  shutting  out  the 
world  except  the  parent  State,  and  dependant  on 
distant  governments,  shall  not  be  planted  in  our 
neighborhood  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  defence- 
less States.  I  would  not  make  this  principle  the 
theme  of  a  declaration  or  a  manifesto.  I  would 
have  it  quietly  announced  to  those  whom  it  con- 
cerns, and  firmly  maintained  against  all  infringe- 
ment. 

Before  I  dismiss  this  part  of  the  subject  I  wish 
to  say  that  I  am  not  unwilling  to  concede  to  Great 
Britain  some  merit  for  what  she  has  done  for  con- 
stitutional liberty  in  the  past,  nor  am  I  disposed  to 
deny  that  her  colonial  system  may  in  the  end  lead 
to  results  of  great  value  to  the  cause  of  civiliza- 
tion. She  has,  in  more  than  one  instance,  arrayed 
herself  against  the  progress  of  arbitrary  govern- 
ment in  Europe,  and  asserted  principles  which  lie 
at  the  very  basisofall  free  institutions.  Through  her 
colonial  possessions  she  is  disseminating  through- 
out ;hc  globe  the  intelligence  and  the  civilization  by 
which  she  is  herself  distinguished;  and,  when  the 


political  bonds  by  which  her  vast  possessions  are 
held  together  shall  be  rent  asunder — a  day  not  dis- 
tant, perhaps — when  the  sceptre  of  her  empire 
shall  be  broken,  the  colonies  she  has  planted  on 
every  continent  and  in  every  sea  will  become  so 
many  centres  from  which  the  lights  of  knowledge 
and  freedom  will  be  radiated  to  the  darker  portions 
of  the  earflt.  While  advocating  a  determined  re- 
sistance to  her  encroachments,  I  am  willing,  never- 
theless, to  do  her  this  political  justice. 

Let  me  now  turn  to  the  subject  more  immedi- 
ately in  hand — the  California  claims.  The  pro- 
priety of  passing  the  bill  providing  for  the  payment 
of  them  has  been  fully  shown  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Michigan.  It  only  remains  far  me 
to  consider  the  subject  in  connection  vifith  the  par- 
ticular topic  which  1  have  discussed. 

By  the  testimony  taken  before  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  it  appears — 

1.  That  Eugenio  Macnamara,  a  Catholic  priest, 
made  application  to  the  Government  of  Mexico 
for  a  grant  of  land  in  Upper  California,  for  the 
establishment  of  Irish  colonies.  The  first  colony 
was  to  be  established  at  San  Francisco;  the  sec- 
ond at  Monterey;  and  the  third  at  Santa  Barbara; 
and  the  number  of  colonists  was  not  to  be  less  than 
ten  thousand.  There  is  no  date  to  the  application ; 
but  other  documents  show  it  to  have  been  pre- 
viously to  the  19th  of  .January,  184G. 

2.  The  avowed  objects  of  Macnamara  were  to 
keep  the  Californias  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, who  are  represented,  in  his  memorial  to  the 
Mexican  Government,  as  an  artful  and  base  ene- 
my, and  as  abhorring  the  people  and  the  religion 
of  Mexico. 

I  will  read  to  the  Senate  some  extracts  from  his 
original  application  to  the  Mexican  Government. 
They  will  be  found  in  the  translation  at  page  19  of 
the  docuinent  containing  the  testimony  taken  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  in  the 
original  Spanish  at  page  77  of  the  saine  document: 

"I,  Eugenio  Macnamara,  Catholic  priest  and  apostolical 
missionary,  take  the  lil)erly  of  submitting  to  your  Excellency 
some  reflections  on  a  subject  which  at  this  time  attracts 
niueh  public  attention.  I  allude  to  the  expectations  and  ac- 
tual condition  of  Upper  Call  Ibrnia. 

"  It  does  not  require  the  gift  of  prophecy  to  foresee,  that 
within  a  little  time,  this  fertile  country  will  cease  to  be  an 
integral  part  of  this  Republic,  unless  some  prompt  and  effi- 
cacious measures  be  adopted  to  restrain  foreign  rapacity." 

"  For  this  reason  I  propose,  with  the  aid  and  approbation 
of  your  Excellency,  to  carry  forward  this  project,  to  place 
in  Upper  California  a  colony  of  Irish  Catholics.  I  have  a 
triple  object  in  making  this  proposition  :  I  wish,  in  the  first 
place,  to  advance  the  cause  of  Catholicism;  in  the  second, 
to  contribute  to  the  happiness  of  my  countrymen;  thirdly, 
I  desire  to  put  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  further  usurpations 
on  the  part  of  an  irreligious  and  anti-(^atholic  nation.  I 
therefore  propose  to  your  Excellency  that  there  be  conceded 
to  mo  an  extent  of  territory  on  the  coast  of  Upper  California 
for  the  purpose  I  have  indicated." 

I  will  also  read  an  extract  at  page  21  from  his 
second  application,  urging  attention  to  the  first.  It 
will  be  found  in  Spanish  at  page  79: 

"  Your  Excellency  will  excuse  me,  that  I  take  the  liberty 
further  to  demonstrate  that  no  time  ought  to  be  lost  in  this 
important  aft'air,  if  it  is  desired  lobe  realized,  since  your 
Excellency  knows  well  enough  that  we  are  surrounded  by 
an  artful  and  base  enemy,  who  loses  no  means,  however  low, 
to  possess  himself  of  the  best  territory  of  this  country,  and 
who  abhors  to  the  death  its  race  and  its  religion. 

"  If  the  means  which  1  propose  be  not  speedily  adopted, 
your  Excellency  may  be  assured  that,  before  another  year, 
ilie  Californias  will  form  a  part  of  the  American  nation. 
Their  Catholic  institutions  will  become  the  prey  of  the 
Methodist  wolves,  and  the  whole  country  will  he  inundated 
with  the  cruel  inv.aders.  Whilst  I  propose  the  means  of 
repelling  them,  my  propositions  ought  to  be  the  more  admis- 
sible, inasmuch  as  I  have  no  personal  interest  in  the  affair, 
save  the  progress  of  the  holy  religion  of  God,  and  the  haji- 
piness  of  my  countrymen." 

The  stigmas  cast  upon  us  and  tipon  one  of  our 
most  respectable  religious  seels,  I  regard  as  de- 
signed to  minister  to  the  prejudices  of  Mexico, 
with  a  view  to  the  accomplishment  of  his  purposes, 
rather  than  as  emanating  from  a  conviction  of  their 
truth. 

3.  The  grant  to  Macnamara,  after  being  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  the  Governor  of 
California,  was  made  on  the  4th  of  July,  1846,  and 
comprised  about  three  thousand  square  leagues, 
containing,  besides  the  bay  of  San  Francisco,  some 
of  the  best  lands  and  some  of  the  most  important 
military  and  commercial  positions  in  California. 

4.  Macnamara  was  taken  to  California  in  a  Brit- 
ish sloopof  war  (the  Juno)  in  June,  1846;  a  British 
ship  of  80  guns,  (the  Collingwood,)  commanded  by 
Admiral  Seymour,  ff)llowed  in  July,  and  Macna- 
mara was  taken  away  in  her. 

The  extract  I  am  about  to  read  from  the  affidavit 
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of  Colonel  Fremont  will  show  the  connection  be- 
tween Macnamara's  movements  and  those  of  the 
public  armed  vessels  of  Great  Britain.  It  will  be 
found  at  page  14  of  the  document: 

"The  fruits  of  the  revolulionary  movement  thus  passed  to 
the  United  States,  and-  iiave  remained  with  her  ever  since. 
These  fruits  were  very  considerable.  Besides  the  peace- 
able possession  of  all  the  northern  part  of  California,  and  the 
actual  force  In  the  field  under  the  independent  flag,  which 
immediately  went  into  service  under  the  United  States, 
there  is  good  reason  to  l)eliev«,  and  evidence  is  now  at  hand 
TO  sustain  thai  belief,  that  the  revohitionary  movement  pre- 
vented a  design  of  the  Californians  to  put  their  country 
under  the  flag  of  the  British,  and  also  prevented  the  com- 
pletion of  the  colonization  grant  of  three  thousand  square 
leagues  to  Macnaniara,  who  was  brought  to  California  in  the 
British  sloop  of  war  Juno  in  the  montli  of  June,  1846.  Ad- 
miral Seymour,  in  the  Collingwood,  of  80  guns,  arrived  at 
Monterey  on  the  16ili  of  July.  M,icnaniara  was  on  board 
the  Collingwood  wlien  I  arrived  at  ftionteroy  on  tke  19th, 
and  was  carried  away  in  that  vessel.  The  taking  possession 
of  that  place  on  the  7tli  had  anticipated  him,  and  the  revolu- 
tionary movement  had  checked  tlie  designs  of  the  Califor- 
nians to  place  the  country  under  Britisli  protection;  and 
also  prevented  the  fulfillment  of  the  great  grant  to  Macna- 
mara,  the  original  papers  of  which  I  now  have  here,  to  be 
shown  to  the  committee  and  to  be  delivered  up  to  tlie  Gov- 
ernment." 

5.  In  addition  to  theJMacnamara  grants,  some 
of  the  most  valuable  missions  were  sold  in  May 
and  June,  1846,  to  British  subjects,  for  very  incon- 
siderable sums,  siiowingan  evident  design,  incase 
the  United  States  should  get  possession  of  the  Cal- 
ifornias,  to  keep  some  of  the  most  valuable  districts 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  Government,  by  convert- 
ing them,  through  fraudulent  conveyances,  into 
British  property. 

6.  It  appears  also  that  a  plan  was  set  on  foot  by 
the  British  vice  consul  in  California,  Mr.  Forbes, 
Macnamara,  and  others,  to  put  that  countr-y  under 
the  protection  of  Great  Britain,  and  at  the  very 
moment  when  it  was  expected  that  a  war  would 
break  out  between  the  United  States  and  Mexico. 
The  time,  the  circumstances,  the  actors,  all  indi- 
cate a  deliberate  design  to  get  possession  of  Cali- 
fornia, for  the  purpose  of  keeping  it  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  United  States.  The  auspices  under 
which  a  junta  was  planned  and  convoked  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  the  protection  of  Great  Britain, 
are  shown  by  an  extract  which  I  will  read  from 
the  affidavit  of  Captain  Gillespie,  of  the  Marine 
Corps,  and  which  will  be  found  at  page  28  of  the 
document; 

"  About  this  time  (June  .30)  I  learned  that  the  junta  which 
was  to  have  assembled  at  Santa  Barbara  upon  the  ]5th  June, 
and  which  had  been  planned  and  arranged  by  and  through 
the  agency  of  Mr.  Forbes,  the  British  vice  consul,  and  an 
Irish  Catholic  priest,  by  the  name  of  Macnamara,  had  been 
prevented  from  .■isseinbling  in  consequence  of  the  rising  of 
the  settlers.  Tliis  junta  was  proposed  for  the  purpose  of 
asking  the  protection  of  England,  and  of  giving  an  immense 
tract  of  land  in  the  valley  of  the  San  Joaquin  for  the  settle- 
ment often  thousand  Irishmen,  to  be  brought  to  California 
under  the  direction  of  Macnamara.  All  this  intrigue  of 
British  agents  was  broken  up  by  the  timely  and  prompt  op- 
erations of  the  settlers,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Fre- 
mont." 

By  Lieutenant  Minor's  testimony,  which  will 
be  found  at  pages  43  and  44,  it  appears  that  the 
convention  or  junta  was  held,  and  that  a  majorify 
were  in  favor  of  claiming  the  protection  of  Eng- 
land— a  decision  naturally  to  have  been  expected, 
when  it  is  considered  under  what  auspices  it  was 
convoked.  The  extracts  I  am  about  to  read  con- 
tain also  some  interesting  facts  connected  with  the 
movements  of  the  British  Admiral: 

"  The  undersigned,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States,  has  the  honor  to  make  the  following  answers  to  the 
interrogatories  put  to  him  by  your  honorable  committee  : 

"The  undersigned  being  in  command  of  the  southern  dis- 
trict of  California  during  the  latter  part  of  1846,  was  informed 
by  Pedro  C.  Carilla  (and  he  believes  the  information  thus 
obtained  is  founded  on  facts)  that  he,  the  said  Carilla,  was 
a  member  of  a  junta  that  assembled  at  Santa  Barbara  in 
June,  1846,  for  the  piirposeof  declaring  the  independence  of 
California,  and  of  asking  the  protection  of  the  United  Stat*s 
or  Great  Britain  ;  that  tlio  junta  was  represented  by  allot  the 
inhabited  portions  of  California;  that  a  majority  of  the  same 
were  for  claiming  the  protection  of  England ;  that  their  re- 
solves would  probably  have  been  executed  had  it  not  been 
for  the  war  and  their  fears  of  an  armed  force,  then  on  the 
north  side  of  the  hay  of  San  Francisco,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Fremont.  The  undcrsigmd  has  understood  from 
other  sources,  entitled  to  confidimcc,  that  a  majority  of  the 
people  of  California  desired  the  protection  of  England.  The 
opinion  he  thus  formed  was  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  an 
English  frisate  (the  Juno)  had,  about  the  time  the  junta  met, 
landed  an  English  subject  named  Macnamara  at  Santa  Bar- 
barn,  of  whom  it  was  said  that  he  had  obtained  a  grant  from 
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the  Mexican  Government  of  a  large  and  fertile  portion  of 
California,  embracing  the  whole  v.tlley  of  the  San  Joaquin, 
from  its  source  to  its  mouth — a  valley,  as  the  undersigned 
believes,  comprising  one-third  of  the  richest  portion  of  Cali- 
fornia. The  undersigned  believes  that  the  British  squadron 
in  the  Pacific,  commanded  by  Rear  Admiral  Sir  George  T. 
Seyniour,coniposed  thenof  nhirger  force  than  they  ever  had 
upon  that  ocean,  were  employed  in  closely  watching  the 
movements  of  the  American  Commodore.  Being  aware  of 
this  fact,  Commodore  Sloat,  when  he  heard  of  the  first  battle 
on  the  Kio  Grande,  got  under  way  in  the  frigate  Savannah, 
then  anchored  oft'  Mazallan,  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of 
proceeding  to  California.  An  English  vessel  of  war  weighed 
soon  after  the  Savannah,  and  stood  in  the  direction  of  San 
Bias,  Whereit  was  known  the  Admiral  was.  "  After  cruising 
in  the  gulf  two  days,  the  commodore  returned  to  his  anchor- 
age ofl'Mazatlan,  when  another  English  ship  got  under  way 
and  stood  in  the  direction  of  San  Bias.  The  undersigned 
believes  that  this  manoeuvre  of  Commodore  Sloat  was  in- 
temied  for  the  deception  of  theEnelisli  Admiral.  On  the  8th 
of  June,  1846,  the  Savannah  again  made  sail,  and,  after  a 
pa.ssage  of  twenty-three  days,  during  which  a  press  of  can- 
vass was  carried,  she  arrived  at  the  port  of  Monterey,  in 
Upper  California.  The  Collingwood,  of  eighty  guns,  the 
flag-ship  of  Admiral  Seymour,  entered  the  liarbor  on  the 
15th  of  July,  and  the  undersigned  believes  that  the  Admiral 
was  disappointed  when  he  saw  the  American  flag  flying  on 
shore." 

The  testimony  of  Captain  Hensley,  from  which 
1  will  give  a  brief  extract,  and  which  will  be  found 
at  page  33,  fully  sustains  the  statement  of  Lieut. 
Minor: 

"  I  am  a  resident  in  California,  where  I  have  resided  since 
the  autumn  of  1843.  In  the  month  of  May,  1846,  T  went  to 
San  Francisco,  where  I  met  with  General  Vallejo,  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  influential  men  in  Upper  California. 
I  understood  from  him  that  he  had  recently  attended  a  con- 
vention, composed  of  Gen.  Castro,  himself,  and  five  others, 
delegates  from  the  diflerent  districts  in  California,  at  which 
the  proposition  had  been  made  and  'lebated  to  separate  from 
Mexico,  and  est.iblish  a  government  in  California,  under  the 
protection  of  some  foreign  Power,  believed  by  us  to  be  Eng- 
land ;  but,  as  the  General  positively  stated,  the  majority  was 
not  In  favor  of  placing  the'  country  under  the  protection  of 
the  United  States,  though  he  himself  was.  General  Vallejo 
was  of  course  guarded  in  conversing  on  so  dangerous  a  sub- 
ject as  this  was  at  that  time  ;  but  the  above  is  the  substance 
of  his  remarks,  as  understood  by  myself  and  others  who 
heard  them." 

The  grant  to  Macnamara  is  so  connected  with 
the  movements  of  the  public  vessels  and  public 
agents  of  Great  Britain  as  to  raise  a  strong  pre- 
sumption that  he  was  secretly  countenanced  by 
the  British  Government.  Doctor  John  Baldwin, 
whose  testimony  will  be  found  at  pages  46  et  seq., 
states  that  Macnamara  lived  in  the  house  of  the 
British  consul  or  charge  d'affaires  in  Mexico,  and 
that  he  understood  in  that  city,  in  September  and 
October,  1847,  a  plan  had  been  orojected,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  British  legation,  to  colonize 
California  with  emigrants  from  Ireland.  These 
facts  will  be  more  fully  shown  by  his  affidavit,  at 
pages  46  and  47  of  the  document,  from  which  I 
v/ill  read  a  single  paragraph: 

"  I  resided  in  the  Republic  of  Mexico  from  the  year  1892 
until  1838,  a  period  of  sixteen  years,  during  which  I  made 
the  acquaintance  of  many  of  the  leading  men  of  the  country. 

"Z  again  entered  Mexico  (city)  on  the  14th  of  September, 
1847,  and  remained  there  until  the  1st  of  November;  during 
that  time  I  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  priest  Macnamara, 
and  from  sources  entitled  to  credit,  I  was  informed  that  he 
had,  under  the  auspices  of  the  British  legation,  projected  a 
plan  to  colonize  California  with  emigrants  from  Ireland.  His 
project  had  met  the  approbation  of  the  Mexican  Government, 
and  he  went  to  California  to  perfect  his  plans.  In  the  mean 
time,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  ulterior  views  of  Macna- 
mara were  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  British  Government 
and  not  the  Mexican  Government.  A  fierce  opposition  was 
contemplated  by  the  republican  members  of  Congress,  when 
he  should  return  with  his  matured  plans  from  California; 
this  resistance  became  unnecessary  in  consequence  of  the 
conquest  of  California  by  the  arms  of  the  United  States. 
Macnamara  lived  in  the  i'amily  of  either  the  British  consul  or 
charge  d'affaires  in  Mexico." 

I  have  referred  to  the  connection  of  Macnamara's 
movements  vpith  the  public  vessels  of  Great  Brit- 
ain as  presumptive  evidence  of  the  connection  of 
the  British  Government  with  them.  I  do  not  in- 
quire whether  Admiral  Seymour  had  special  in- 
structions or  not.  From  the  declaration  of  Admiral 
Purvis,  in  the  intervention  of  La  Plata,  it  is  highly 
probable  that  British  naval  officers  cruising  in  dis- 
tant seas  have  general  instructions  "  to  protect 
British  interests  at  all  hazards,"  (I  believe  that  is 
the  phrase,)  leaving  an  unlimited  discretion  to  the 
officer  and  giving  to  the  Government  the  advantage 
of  being  able  to  approve  or  disavow  his  conduct  in 
special  cases,  according  to  its  own  interest.  From 
all  the  cirumstances  connected  with  the  transoction.s 


in  California,  we  are  constrained  to  believe  that  the 
British  naval  cornmander  was  fully  apprized  of 
Macnamara's  objects,  as  well  a.s  the  design  to  place 
that  country  under  the  protection  of  Great  Britain, 
and  that  he  was  there  cooperating  in  the  one,  and 
reatty  to  cooperate  in  the  other.  Indeed,  by  refer- 
ring to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Loker,  at  page  30,  it 
will  be  seen  that  his  arrival  there  had  been  talked 
about  and  expected  with  a  view  "  to  take  posses- 
sion of  California." 

I  have  given,  Mr.  President,  a  mere  outline  of 
the  transactions  of  British  subjects  and  British 
agents  in  California.  The  leading  facts  are  verified 
by  the  affidavits  of  Colonel  Fremont,  Captain  Gil- 
lespie, of  the  marine  corps,  Lieutenant  Minor,  and 
Midshipman  Wilson,  of  the  navy,  Colonel  Russell, 
Captain  Hensley,  Doctor  Baldwin,  and  many  gen- 
tlemen connected  with  the  civil  and  military  trans- 
actions of  the  Californias  after  the  rupture  between 
the  United  States  and  Mexico;  and  some  of  the  most 
important  circumstances  are  authenticated  by  the 
public  records  of  California  which  fell  into  our  pos- 
session. 

It  is  impossible  that  the  success  of  these  move- 
ments should  not  have  brought  us  into  direct  col- 
lision with  Great  Britain.  We  could  not  have 
failed  to  regard  them,  considered  in  connection 
with  her  proceedings  in  Oregon,  and  more  recent- 
ly in  Central  America,  as  part  of  a  deliberate  de- 
sign to  environ  us  with  her  colonies,  and  espe- 
cially to  shut  us  out  from  the  Pacific  and  its  ex- 
tending commerce.  From  all  the  facts,  we  can 
hardly  doubt  either  that  she  would  have  taken 
possession  of  the  country  in  her  own  name,  or, 
what  is  perhaps  more  probable,  that  she  would,  in 
the  first  instance,  have  taken  it  under  her  protec- 
tion. In  this  case  the  drama  of  the  Mosquito 
coast,  the  performers  only  being  changed,  would 
have  been  acted  over  again.  A  Californian  Gov- 
ernor, somewhat  above  the  grade  of  the  king  of  the 
Mosquitoes  in  respectability,  but  on  the  same  level 
with  him  in  subservience  to  the  protecting  power, 
would  have  been  put  in  the  foreground,  while  Brit- 
ish subjects  would  have  occupied  the  country,  and 
gradually  reduced  it  into  the  possession  of  Great 
Britain.  Thus  shutout  from  the  Pacific,  our  own 
people  would  have  been  met  at  the  Sierra  Madre, 
or  perhaps  still  further  east,  and  the  tide  of  emi- 
gration and  settlement  would  have  been  turned 
back  upon  the  Atlantic  coast.  It  is  in  this  point; 
of  view  that  these  transactions  possess  the  greatest 
interest  and  importance,  and  that  the  sagacity, 
promptitude,  and  decision  of  our  youthful  com- 
mander in  California,  at  the  time  the  disturbances 
broke  out,  have  given  him  the  strongest  claims  on 
his  countrymen.  Any  faltering  on  his  part — any 
hesitancy  in  acting  and  in  acting  promptly — might 
have  cost  us  millions  of  dollars  and  thousands  of 
lives;  and  it  might  also  have  cost  us  a  contest  of 
which  the  end  is  not  readily  foreseen. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  said  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  say 
something  on  this  bill,  because  some  of  the  claim- 
ants were  citizens  of  Missouri,  and  personal  friends 
with  whom  he  had  been  long  acquainted.  He 
gave  it  as  his  opinion,  not  only  that  the  conquest 
of  California  was  effected  by  Colonel  Fremont,  but 
that  the  United  States  had  derived  the  advantage 
of  this  conquest  at  comparatively  little  cost.  He 
justified  Colonel  Fremont  in  all  that  he  had  done. 
If  he  had  done  less,  he  would  have  deserved  and 
would  have  received  the  execration  of  the  whole 
country.  He  made  some  references  to  the  course 
which  Colonel  Fremont  pursued — a  course  in  some 
instances  rendered  indispensable  for  his  own  pres- 
ervation, and  always  characterized  by  skill  and 
promptitude.  War  had  existed  before  Colonel 
Fremont  struck  a  blow;  so  that  the  United  States 
Government  is  properly  liable  for  the  claims  which 
are  pi-ovided  for  by  this  bill.  The  emigrants  left 
their  families  in  the  mountains,  and  joined  the  bat- 
talion for  the  defence  of  Colonel  Fremont,  and  had 
received  not  a  cent  of  pay  during  nine  months  ni 
which  they  served.  The  witnesses  were  all  per- 
sons of  strict  veracity.  He  presumed  thei-e  would 
be  no  vote  against  the  bill.  The  only  objection  in 
his  mind  related  to  the  appointment  of  the  com- 
missioners by  the  bill,  which  might,  perhap.s,  be 
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transcending  our  consiKutional  power,  as  this  was 
properly  the  province  of  the  President. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business, 
but  expressed  his  willingness  to  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion, if  the  Senate  was  prepared  to  vole  on  the  bill. 

Several  Senators  expressed  a  wish  to  discuss  the 
bill;  and 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
Executive  business.  After  some  time,  the  doors 
were  reopened;  when 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  jMarch  30,  18J8. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives "  to  authorize  a  loan  not  to  exceed  six- 
teen millions  of  dollars,"  reported  the  same  back 
to  the  House,  with  the  recommendation  that  the 
House  concur  with  the  Senate  in  said  amendments. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  then  con- 
curred in,  and  the  bill  stands  passed. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  heirs  of  Robert  Laughlin.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  a  term 
of  the  United  States  circuit  and  district  courts  to  be 
held  at  Chicago,  Illinois.  The  bill  was  read  three 
times,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  HALL,  also,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  reenact  and  continue  in  operation 
certain  acts  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors  of 
the  United  States.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  HALL,  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Major 
G.  Tochman.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McILVAINE,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  claims  of  certain  citizens  of  the  United 
States  against  the  Ottawa,  Chippewa,  and  Potta- 
watomie Indians.     Read  and  committed. 

REMAINS  OF  DECEASED  SOLDIERS. 

Mr.  BURT,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  transporting  to  the  United  States  and 
interring  the  remains  of  deceased  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  army  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  this  resolution  was  based  upon 
a  communication  from  the  War  Department.  That 
communication  informed  the  House  that  the  re- 
mains of  several  officers  of  the  United  States  had 
been  sent  home  and  consigned  to  the  quartermas- 
ter at  New  York;  that  the  freight  on  those  remains 
had  not  been  paid,  and  that  the  quartermaster  at 
New  York  had  asked  of  the  de|iartmenl,  and 
through  the  department  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
whether  the  freight  on  those  remains  should  be 
paid;  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  replied,  that 
sympathizing  with  the  feeling  which  prevailed  in 
our  army  in  Mexico,  he  had  offered  every  facility 
in  his  power  for  the  transportation  home  in  the 
pul)lic  vessels  of  the  remains  of  the  officers  and 
soldiers  which  had  been  preserved  and  prepared, 
but  that  he  considered  he  had  no  authority  what- 
ever to  pay  the  freight  on  such  remains  as  should 
be  sent  home  in  private  vessels. 

The  resolution  which  the  Committee  on  Milita- 
ry Affairs  had  instructed  him  to  report  to  this 
Hou.se,  provided  simply  that  when  the  remains  of 
any  officer  or  soldier  in  the  United  States  army  had 
been  prepared,  or  should  hereafter  be  prepared,  for 
trans|)()naiiori  to  the  United  States,  and  the  family 
or  friends  of  such  deceased  officer  or  soldier  in  the 
United  States  should  be  unable  or  fail  to  pay  the 
freight  on  such  remains,  the  Secretary  of  War 
Bhoiild  be  authorized  to  pay  that  freight.  It  pro- 
vided further  for  a  contingency  which  might  arise, 
which  perhaps  had  not  yet  arisen— that  if  the  re- 
mains of  any  such  officer  or  soldier  so  brought 
home  to  the  United  States  should  remain  uninier- 
red  because  of  the  inability  of  the  family  or  friends 
of  such  officer  or  .soldier  to  pay  those  expenses,  or 
of  their  failing  to  do  it,  and  only  in  these  two'in- 
stances — that  in  such  cases  the  expenses  of  a  de- 
cent but  not  costly  burial  should  be  paid  by  the 
Secretary  of  War.     It  was  foreseen  by  the  commit- 


tee that  instances  might  occur  where  the  remains 
of  some  gallant  soldier  had  been  rescued  from  a 
common  burial  in  Mexico  by  his  comrades  in 
arms  and  sent  to  the  United  States,  to  some  port 
where  he  might  not  have  a  family  or  friend  to  take 
charge  of  those  remains  and  consign  them  to  the 
earth,  and  they  were  disposed,  as  but  a  matter 
of  public  decency,  to  authorize  the  department, 
through  its  proper  oflficers,  to  give  to  those  remains 
a  decent  and  christian  burial.  This  was  the  whole 
scope  of  the  resolution.  He  moved  that  it  be  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  hoped  it  would  not  be  put  upon 
its  passage  now.  He  moved  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

If  the  House  (he  said)  were  to  go  into  such  a 
course  of  action,  he  infinitely  preferred  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Sawyer,] 
whicli  provi<3ed  for  bringing  home  every  man  who 
had  fallen  on  the  battle-field,  to  the  passage  of  this 
resolution.  This  resolution  was  a  resolution  of 
distinction.  If  an  officer  had  a  family  who  were 
able  to  bring  him  home  and  give  him  a  splendid 
burial,  all  the  expenses  were  to  be  refunded  by 
this  resolution;  but  the  poor  soldier,  whose  family 
were  not  able  to  bring  him  back,  would  be  left 
alone  to  sleep  on  the  field  of  his  glory  and  fame. 
That  was  a  distinction  which  he  was  unwilling  to 
draw  here. 

Mr.  BUftT  (the  floor  being  yielded  for  explana- 
tion) repeated,  that  under  the  provisions  of  this 
resolution,  the  remains  of  any  officer  or  private 
soldier,  whose  remains  should  be  prepared  in  Mex- 
ico by  the  friends  for  transportation  to  the  United 
States,  might  be  brought  home.  That  whenever 
the  family  or  friends  of  such  deceased  officer  or 
soldier  were  able  and  willing  to  pay  the  expen- 
ses, the  freight,  and  the  burial  expenses  of  such 
remains,  the  Secretary  of  War  should  not  cause 
such  expenses  to  be  paid.  And  he  submitted  to 
his  friend  from  Missouri  that  the  committee  could 
not  go  further.  They  had  before  them  the  de- 
bate which  occurred  in  this  House  some  ten  days 
ago;  they  saw  that  the  Government  could  not 
go  further  than  to  take  such  remains  as  were  in  a 
condition  to  be  brought  to  the  United  States,  and 
bring  them  home;  and  whenever  the  family  or 
friends  of  the  deceased  officer  or  soldier  were  either 
unwilling — where  they  either  would  not  or  could 
not  pay  the  expenses  of  iVeight  and  burial — in  those 
instances,  and  those  alone,  they  should  be  paid  by 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  (resuming)  was  understood  to 
say,  that  if  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
allowed  him  to  advance  one  step  further,  he  would 
have  understood  the  point  at  which  he  was  aim- 
ing. 

This  was  simply  a  resolution,  the  true  meaning 
and  effect  of  which,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  to  re- 
fund to  those  persons  who  had  been  lucky  enough 
to  bring  back  the  remains  of  their  friends  from 
Mexico  all  the  expenses  for  transportation,  burial, 
&c.,  which  they  might  have  seen  fit  in  the  warmth 
of  their  feelings  to  incur;  and  those  soldiers  and 
those  officers  whose  friends  were  poor  would  be 
left,  as  he  had  before  said,  to  sleep  on  the  field  of 
their  glory.  For  such  a  resolution  he  was  unwil- 
ling to  vole.  He  had  been  unwilling  to  vote  for 
the  reswlution  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  which  proposed  to  bring  back  the  indiscrimi- 
nate remains  of  those  who  had  fallen  in  Mexico;  but 
he  had  ten  thousand  times  rather  vote  for  it  than  to 
vote  for  the  present  resolution.  This  was  not  a 
resolution  for  the  future.  We  were  not  going  to 
bring  the  remains  of  any  back  who  had  not  already 
been  brought — of  those  who  had  been  buried  on 
the  field  of  Cerro  Gordo  or  any  other  field,  we 
were  not  now  going  to  hunt  them  up;  consequently 
those  who  slept  there  would  continue  undisturbed, 
while  the  Govei-nment  would  be  called  upon  to  re- 
fund the  expenses  which  had  been  involuntarily  in- 
curred by  theweallhy  relatives  and  friends  of  such 
deceased  officers  as  had  been  brought  back. 

If  the  resolution  passed  he  wanted  its  provisions 
to  be  general,  including  ihe  remains  of  every  offi- 
cer and  soldier  whi)  had  fallen  on  the  battle-fields 
of  Mexico.  Let  them  all  be  brought  home,  and 
particular  officers  and  men  not  be  distinguished, 
while  the  remains  of  the  great  mass  of  our  gallant 
men  were  left  there.  This  was  liis  objection,  and 
he  hoped  the  bill  would  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CHARLES  BROWN  trusted  the  House 
would  include  the  marine  corps.    There  were  both 


officers  and  men  of  the  marine  corps  acting  with 
the  army  in  Mexico,  and  one  young  officer  from 
his  own  district,  whose  friends  were  too  poor  to 
bring  him  home,  would  not  be  included  in  this 
resolution  without  an  amendment.  He  moved, 
therefore,  to  amend,  by  adding  after  the  word 
"  army"  the  words  "  and  the  marine  corps  acting 
therewith." 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  could  not  consider  it 
necessary  to  discuss  this  re.solution,  of  whose  pror 
priety  there  could,  he  thought,  be  no  doubt.  He 
therefore  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  not  seconded,  and 
the  resolution  was  committed  to  the  Comiviitlee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

REPORTS  CONTINUED. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  oi*  the  widows 
and  orphan  children  of  officers  and  seamen  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  States.     Read  and  committed.^ 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  adverse  reports 
upon  the  petitions  of  Nathaniel  and  Catharine 
Lawrence  and  Samuel  P.  Todd.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  STANTON,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Colt,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Afier  a  few  remarks  by  Messrs.  BURT  and 
STANTON,  as  to  the  utility  of  referring  the  me- 
morial to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  it 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COCKE,  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  New  York  and  citizens  of  Warren 
county.  New  York,  in  relation  to  the  continuance  of 
pensions  to  the  widows  of  soldiers  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  of  widows  of  officers  of  the  United  States 
army  slain  in  battle,  or  who  have  died  while  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States;  and  also  from 
the  resolution  of  the  House  of  17th  January  last, 
instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
paying  to  widows  and  heirs  of  volunteers  who  may 
have  been  killed  in  battle,  or  died  before  the  end  of 
their  term  of  service,  the  same  pay  they  would  have 
received  had  they  served  the  full  lime  for  which 
they  entered  the  service;  and  they  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  COCKE,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions,  made  adverse  reports  upon  the 
petitions  of  Anna  Leech,  of  Maine;  Martha  Wi- 
nans,  widow  of  Abraham  Winans,  Jane  Sulcer, 
William  Siilcer,  Sarah  Samf)son,  widow  of  Peleg 
Sampson;  Sarah  Teas,  widow  of  William  Teas; 
John  Victor,  administrator  of  Sarah  Victor;  John 
Caldwell;  and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
Florida,  in  relation  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
those  who  have  died  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States  in  Mexico.     Laid  on  the  table, 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  McRae, 
widow  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  McRae, 
late  of  the  United  States  army,  deceased,  reported 
the  same  back  to  the  House,  with  the  recommend- 
ation that  it  do  not  pass.  The  bill  was  commit- 
ted. 

Mr.  STRONG,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported bills  for  the  relief  of  William  Parker  and  of 
William  Via;  which  bills  were  severally  read  and 
committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  adverse  reports 
on  the  petitions  of  Rebecca  Boyd,  Stephen  Decatur 
Twiggs, Noah  Clark,  and  Martin  Dewey.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  S.  LAWRENCE,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, made  ad  verse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Henry 
Shafer  and  Sarah  Knight.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  Eliza  A. 
Mellon,  of  Benjamin  Reisnyder,  and  of  Francis 
M.  Holton;  wliich  were  severally  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  adverse  reports 
upon  the  petitions  of  Isaac  Deaver  and  the  heirs  of 
Wilford  Knott.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  W.  T.  LAWRENCE,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, made  adverse  reports  upon  the  petitions  of 
Theo.  Davis,  William  A.  Smith,  Valentine  Spans, 
and  Ann  H.  Allen,  widow  of  Samuel  Allen.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  bills  for  the  re- 
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3ief  of  Israel  Bayles,  of  Arthur  Wilson,  of  Benja- 
min G.  Perkins,  of  Beriah  Wright,  of  John 
Savage,  and  of  Levi  Colmus;  which  bills  were  sev- 
erally read  and  committed. 

Mr.  ECKERT,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Paddy.  Read 
and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  adverse  reports 
upon  the  petitions  of  John  Gilbert,  Wm.  Gracy, 
and  John  Steuart.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FARRELLY,from  the  Committee  on  Pat- 
ents, made  an  adverse  report  upon  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Gre^g.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER,  from  the.Committee 
on  Accounts,  reported  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  Tli.1t  the  Clerk  of  this  House  pay,  on  the  audit 
■Of  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  the  account  of  T.  Bailoy 
Myers  and  F.  F.  Marhury,  employed  by  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury,  under  a  resolution  of  tlie  House  of  the  20th  Janu- 
ary, 1846,  to  take  sworn  testimony  in  the  claim  of  Matliews, 
Wood,  and  Hall. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  to  purchase  sundry  books  for 
the  use  of-the  Library  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives; which  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  Black,  late  consul  of  the.  United 
States  at  the  city  of  Mexico, feported  the  same 
back  to  the  House  without  amendment.  The  bill 
was  committed.  • 

i\Ir.  BARRINGER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  made  adverse  reports  upon  the  pe- 
tition of  James  McKibben  and  of  Isaac  C.  Elston. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  reported  bills  for  the  relief 
of  Manuel  X.  Harmony,  of  A.  Baudonin,  and  A. 
D.  Robert;  v/hich  l)ills  were  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  THIBODEAUX,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  to  make  Ship  Island,  in 
the  collection  district  of  Pearl  river,  a  port  of  de- 
livery, and  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  a  sur- 
veyor for  said  port;  which  was  read  three  times, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  HUNT,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  to  release  from  duty  plank  and  timber  im- 
ported for  the  construction  of  plank  roads. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  HUNT,  POL- 
LOCK, WENTWORTH,  COBB  of  Georgia, 
CATHCART,  and  STUART  of  Michigan— 

EXPENSES  OF  MUSTERING  VOLUNTEERS. 

The  House  v/ent  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
(Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  in  the  chair)  and  proceeded 
to  consider  the  joint  resolution  to  refund  money 
for  expenses  incurred  by  individuals  or  Slates  in 
mustering  volunteers  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  moved 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Jones  to  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
FiCKLiN,  the  latter  withdrew  his  amendinent; 
whereupon — 

Mr.  JONES  moved  his  amendment  as  an  inde- 
pendent proposition. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Jones's 
amendment  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  Pro- 
vided, and  inserting  "that,  in  auditing  and  allow- 
'  ing  said  claims,  the  same  rules  shall  be  adopted 
'  and  the  same  compensation  allowed  that  are  al- 
'  lowed  to  recruiting  officers  for  subsistence  of 
'  soldiers  at  recruiting  stations,  and  other  incidental 
'  expenses  incurred  previous  to  being  mustered  into 
•  the  service  of  the  United  States." 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PARAN  opposed  the  amendment.  The 
means  for  subsisting  and  transporting  volunteers 
before  they  could  be  mustered  into  service  had 
frequently  to  be  supplied  by  individuals;  and  it 
was  hard  and  unreasonable  to  exjiect  of  men  to 
leave  their  farms  and  business  for  the  public  ser- 
vice, and  pay  their  own  expenses  to  the  place  of 
rendezvous.  It  was  manifest  that  they  must  have 
assistance.  Patriotic  individuals  had  opened  their 
door.s  and  purses  to  them,  and  furnished  them  the 
means  of  subsistence  and  transportation  until  they 
could  be  mustered  into  service;  and  in  cases  known 
to  him  this  had  been  done  on  the  faith  of  a  pledge, 
that  whatever  they  advanced  should  be  refunded 
to  them  by  the  Government.  He  was  astonished 
at  the  statement  yesterday,  by  the  getitleman  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Wick, J  that  the.se  su]iplies  were 
furnished  gratuitously,  and  that  the  passage  of  this 


resolution  would  invite  the  practice  of  fraud.  Mr. 
F.  said,  if  the  proper  disbursing  officers  of  the 
United  States  had  been  on  the  ground  where  these 
companies  have  been  raised,  they  would  have 
found  no  law  authorizing  the  payment  of  such 
claims  as  those  of  which  he  was  speaking;  be- 
cause, even  they  had  no  authority  to  pay  for  sub- 
sistence, &c.,  of  troops  before  they  were  mustered 
into  service.  But  he  repeated,  that,  to  his  knowl- 
edge, assurances  had  been  made  that  means  and 
money  so  furnished  should  be  refunded  by  the 
Government;  for  supplies  were  just  as  necessary 
to  keep  troops  together  before  they  could  be  mus- 
tered into  service,  as  they  were  after;  and  there 
was  no  distinction  between  the  justice  of  a  claim 
for  supplies  furnished  before  or  after  the  troops 
were  mustered  into  service. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said,  that  he  concurred  with 
his  colleague  who  had  just  taken  his  seat  [Mr. 
Faran]  in  the  views  he  had  expressed  as  to  the 
principle  of  the  resolution,  and  that  he  wished 
it  might  be  passed.  When,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  Mexican  war,  volunteers  were  called  for  by  the 
President,  the  State  of  Ohio  furnished  promptly 
the  twenty-four  hundred  troops  required  of  her 
for  the  service  of  the  country.  She  responded  with 
promptitude  to  the  call  upon  her  patriotism  and 
the  requisition  of  the  Government.  The  State  had 
raised,  organized,  and  equipped  this  volunteer 
force,  and  had  placed  them  without  delay  at  the 
general  rendezvous  at  Cincinnati.  And  Mr.  T. 
regretted  to  hear  one  of  his  colleagues  over  the  way 
[Mr.  Dickinson]  say,  that  the  Whig  Governor  of 
the  State  he  had  the  lionor  in  part  to  represent,  had 
refused  to  furnish  the  money  necessary  to  defray  the 
preliminary  expenses.  On  the  contrary,  these  ex- 
penses were  promptly  met  by  the  Whig  Governor 
of  the  State,  acting  at  that  time,  the  honorable 
Mordecai  Bartley.  Thatgentleman,  with  a  prompt- 
itude and  energy  which  commanded  the  approba- 
tion and  admiration  of  all  parlies,  fulfilled  his  duty 
on  that  occasion  with  the  truest  patriotism,  zeal, 
and  fidelity.  When  the  term  of  enlistment  of  the 
three  Ohio  regiments  first  called  out  had  expired, 
the  Federal  Government  encouraged  the  reenlist- 
ment  of  two  of  those  regiments,  authorizing  some 
of  their  officers  to  offer  strong  inducements  to  the 
men  to  reenrol  themselves.  With  this  view,  and 
to  induce  new  recruits,  the  colonel  now  command- 
ing the  second  Ohio  regiment  in  Mexico,  Colonel 
Irvin,  who  had  distinguished  himself  for  his  gal- 
lantry and  good  conduct  in  the  war  under  Colonel 
Morgan,  and  whose  term  of  twelve-months'  service 
had  then  expired,  was  authorized  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  reorganize  the  second  regiment,  and,  as 
was  generally  understood  with  us,  was  advised  that 
the  preliminary  expenses  in  effecting  their  organi- 
zation, previous  to  their  march  to  Cincinnati,  would 
be  paid. 

Mr.  T.  here  referred  to  a  letter  addressed  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  Colonel  Irvin,  authorizing  him 
to  proceed  to  reorganize  the  second  regiment  of 
Ohio  volunteers.  The  companies  composing  that 
regiment  were  raised  in  various  parts  of  the  State: 
at  Lajicaster,  Columbus,  Chilicothe,  Portsmouth, 
and  other  places,  some  of  them  more  than  one 
hundred  miles  from  Cincinnati,  the  place  of  general 
rendezvous.  And  these  companies  were  raised  and 
organized  in  reliance  upon  the  Secretary's  commu- 
nications. The  companies  were  formed,  and  re- 
mained in  their  encampments  several  weeks  after 
having  been  sworn  to  serve  for  five  years  or  during 
the  war  with  Mexico.  Some  of  them  were  regu- 
larly drilled,  and  subjected  to  a  rigid  military 
discipline  during  this  time,  and  they  were  support- 
ed by  such  contributions  and  under  such  contracts 
as  their  officers  could  succeed  in  procuring  for 
them.  Many  citizens,  actuated  by  a  patriotic 
spirit,  voluntarily  advanced  the  necessary  supplies, 
and  others  furnished  subsistence  under  regular 
contracts  with  the  recruiting  officers  of  the  com- 
panies. A  single  citizen  in  his  own  town  furnish- 
ed subsistence  to  theamount  of  from  $500  to  ^1,000, 
under  an  agreeinent  with  one  of  the  recruiting  offi- 
cers, to  aid  in  sustaining  a  company  previous  to 
their  march  to  Cincinnati;  and  he  now  asked  pay- 
ment— that  this  money  should  be  refunded  to  him, 
as  had  been  promised  by  those  acting  under  the 
authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  And  would 
it  not  be  gross  injustice  to  refuse  the  application? 
Every  ])rinciple  of  justice,  all  just  regard  to  the 
honor  of  the  nation,  and  all  respect  to  the  duty 
which  a  Representative  owed  to  a  noble-hearted, 
patriotic  man,  who  hud  voluntarily  advanced  his 


private  means  to  aid  his  country's  cause,  demand- 
ed that  the  money  should  be  fully  and  promptly 
repaid.  What  confidence  could  the  citizen  place 
in  the  promise  and  engagement  of  his  Government 
if  this  just  demand  should  be  refused  ?  How  were 
we  ever  to  get  a  volunteer  corps  in  any  future  exi- 
gency of  our  public  affairs,  if  this  was  to  be  the 
way  in  which  the  public  promises  were  to  be  re- 
deemed? 

Though  Ohio  was  called  upon,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Mexican  war,  for  only  two  thousand 
four  hundred  men,  since  their  term  of  twelve 
months'  service  had  expired,  she  had  sent  two 
other  regiinents  of  volunteers;  and  during  the  war 
she  had  sent,  altogether,  more  than  six  thousand 
troops,  volunteers  and  regulars.  The  first  volun- 
teers were  furnished  at  the  expense  of  the  State, 
in  the  first  instance.  Some  fifteen  or  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  or  more,  were  advanced  by  our  Gov- 
ernor, and  that  amount  was  not  refunded  until  the 
lapse  of  six,  twelve,  or  eighteen  months,  Some 
of  these  advances  may  not  yet  be  paid.  It  is  due 
to  the  State  that  the  whole  amount  should  be  re- 
funded to  her.  Her  patriotic  and  public-spirited 
Whig  Governor  at  that  time,  the  honorable  Mr. 
Bartley,  though  her  Legislature  was  not  in  session, 
had  raised  and  furnished  the  money,  and  payment 
was  demanded  of  him  by  those  who  advanced  it 
on  the  credit  of  the  State,  long  before  Ohio  could 
get  back  what  she  had  advanced.  And  after  the 
twelve  months  for  which  the  first  three  regiments 
of  volunteers  had  enlisted  had  elapsed,  the  volun- 
teers were  encouraged  to  reijnlist;  and  many  of 
them,  with  others,  had  volunteered  to  serve  during 
the  war,  in  the  full  belief  that  the  money  paid  for 
their  subsistence  would  be  refunded,  according  to 
the  promise  of  those  whom  they  believed  were 
fully  authorized  to  contract  for  the  same.  What- 
ever was  paid  in  good  faith  by  individuals,  to  aid 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  obtain  the 
men  demanded  for  the  public  service,  and  what- 
ever amount  was  expended  for  subsisting  those 
men  after  they  were  sworn  into  the  public  service, 
as  well  as  all  advances  by  the  State,  should  be 
fully  and  promptly  repaid  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment. And  he  trusted  that  Congress  would  pas.s 
this  bill,  and  thereby  render  speedy  justice  to  those 
who  now  appeal  to  us. 

Here  the  hour  to  which  the  debate  on  the  reso- 
lution had  been  terminated,  expired. 

Mr.  Jones's  amendment  was  rejected. 
»   Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  add  to  the 
bill  the  following  proviso: 

Jiml  provided  further ,  That  it  shall  be  proved  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Secretary  of  War  that  said  expenses  incurred, 
subsistence  or  transportation  furnished,  "or  money  ad- 
vanced," have  not  been  paid  by  any  person  whatsoever. 

In  supporting  the  amendment  he  had  offered, 
Mr.  E.  referred  to  cases  where  the  volunteers  had 
paid  their  own  tavern  expenses,  and  going  to  Mex- 
ico many  of  them  had  there  died.  In  this  case, 
there  was  nothing  in  the  bill  to  prevent  the  land- 
lord from  presenting  his  account  to  the  department 
for  such  supplies.  The  men  were  dead;  and  thus 
the  money  inight  be  paid  by  Government  a  second 
time. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  proposed  to 
inodify  the  amendment  by  inserting  the  words 
"  paid  by  any  person  or  persons  whatever."  Mr. 
T.  referred  to  cases  where  the  expenses  of  the 
volunteers  before  being  mustered  into  service  had 
been  advanced  by  the  coiinty  where  they  were 
organized,  and  wished  to  know  whether  the  reso- 
lution was  so  worded  as  to  cover  such  a  case? 

Mr.  HARALSON  considered  the  amendrnent 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr. 
Evans]  as  wholly  unnecessary,  for  surely  the  de- 
partment would  not  be  so  silly  as  to  pay  the  same 
demand  a  second  time. 

Mr.  EVANS  explained,  and  restated  the  case  of 
the  dead  soldiers  and  the  tavern-keepers. 

Mr.  FIARALSONsaid  if  the  soldiers  had  paid  the 
tavern-keeper,  what  possible  claim  could  he  make 
to  have  the  money  refunded  to  him?  If  it  was  to 
be  refunded  to  any  one,  it  was  to  the  soldier  or 
his  representative.  As  to  the  inquiry  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Thompson,]  he 
would  read  to  the  gentleman  the  clause  of  the  reso- 
lution as  amended  to  which  his  question. referred. 
He  then  quoted  that  portion  of  the  resolution  winch 
provided  that  moneys  advanced  by  States,  cities, 
counties,  or  individuals,  for  organ iznig,  subsisting, 
and  transporting  volunteers  previous  to  their  being 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United   Stales. 
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Nothing  coukl  be  plainer  than  this  language.  A 
fair  and  reasonable  construction  of  its  provisions 
would  leave  no  doubt  that  money  advanced  as  the 
gentleman  stated  would  be  refunded. 

After  further  conversation  between  Mr.  Thomp- 
son and  Mr.  Haralson  on  this  point,  Mr.  H. 
observed  that  when  small  amounts  had  been  fur- 
nished by  individuals  it  was  not  probable  that  any 
demand  would  be  made  for  repayment;  but  when 
cities  had  nobly  come  forward  and  advanced  large 
Sums  in  the  hour  of  their  country's  need,  no  doubt 
they  would  apply,  and  their  just  demands  would 
be  honorably  met. 

The  committee  had  been  told  by  a  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Wick]  that  petit  larceny  would 
be  committed  under  this  resolution,  and  tliat  very 
clever  gentlemen  would  be  tempted  by  it  to  steal 
money  out  of  the  treasury.  Admitting  that  some 
dishonest  persons  would  advance  fiaudulent  claims 
against  the  Government,  was  this  any  reason  why 
no  provision  should  be  made  for  paying  claims 
which  were  just.'  Yet  that  was  the  whole  sum 
and  substance  of  the  gentleman's  remarks  yester- 
day. As  to  what  the  gentleman  had  said  about 
refunding  money  to  the  adjutant  general  of  his  own 
State,  the  amendment  he  had  suggested  on  that 
subject  was  wholly  unnecessary.  Under  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  resolution  as  already  amended,  there 
would  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  result  of  claims  pre- 
sented to  the  War  Department  under  this  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  H.,  after  having  the  resolution  offered  yes- 
terday by  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Mc- 
Clelland] read,  argued  that  no  further  guards 
were  requisite  than  the  concluding  proviso,  which 
provided  that  no  advance  of  money  should  be  re- 
funded unless  it  was  expenses  that  were  necessary 
and  proper.  Could  or  would  a  Secretary  of  War 
pay,  under  such  a  clause,  for  expenditures  which 
were  extravagant,  unnecessary  and  improper?  The 
expense  of  organizing,  enlisting,  and  transporting 
volunteers  to  their  place  of  rendezvous  ought  to 
have  been  paid  by  the  Government,  (had  it  been 
practicable,)  but  had  not.  The  simple  question  was 
whether,  when  these  expenses  had  been  paid  for 
by  others,  they  should  or  should  not  be  reim- 
bursed? The  Government  was  not  to  blame  in 
the  fust  instance,  because  it  could  not  have  pay- 
masters and  commissaries  stationed  all  over  the 
countiy  wherever  a  volunteer  force  was  being 
raised.  But  the  expenditure  had  been  made,  the 
Government  had  received  the  benefit  of  it,  and  it 
was  no  more  than  sheer  justice  to  refund  the  money. 
Above  all  things  let  us  be  just. 

Mr.  H.  said  if  the  Secretary  of  War  was  so 
unwise  as  to  pay  the  tavern-keeper  for  what  the 
soldier  had  first  paid  him,  he  ought  to  be  im- 
peached and  turned  out  of  office. 

Mr.  EVANS  explained,  and  stated  his  supposed 
case  a  third  time. 

Mr.  STRONG  proposed  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion after  the  worcl  "  cities,"  by  adding  "  or  other 
municipal  corporations." 

The  CHAIR  ruled  the  amendment  out  of  or- 
der: the  resolution  having  been  gone  through  with, 
no  further  amendment  could  be  made  but  by  gen- 
eral consent. 

Mr.  STRONG  took  an  appeal  from  the  decision, 
but  it  was  affirmed  by  the  committee:  Ayes  65, 
noes  27.  , 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  an  amendment  to  strike 
out  the  word.>i  "or  money  advanced." 

The  CHAIRMAN,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Thompson,  of  Missi.ssippi,  ruled  the  amendment 
out  of  order,  the  bill  having  been  gone  through 
with. 

Mr.  McLANE  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the 
following  proviso: 

Proii/IcA, furlhrr,  Tliat  the  sum  paid  shall  not  exceed, 
for  eafh  volunteer  so  organized,  sulisisted,  and  transported, 
the  Minn  now  provided  hy  law  lor  the  orgaiiizaUon,  subsist- 
ence, and  iransporialion'ofmcn  in  tlie  re!5ular  army. 

Mr.  McLANE  briefly  urged  the  necessity  of  the 
restriction  proposed  by  the  amendment  to  guard 
the  trea-iury  from  unlimited  demands  that  might 
otherwise  be  made  upon  it. 

Mr.  BURT  considered  the  amendment  utterly 
impracticable;  and,  even  if  it  were  practicable,  its 
operation  would  work  an  ine(|unlity  between  the 
voliniteefs  and  regulars,  prejudicial  to  the  former. 

The  question  being  taken,  Mr.  McLane's 
amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WICK  moved  the  following  as  an  addi- 
tional section: 

ht  U  rnaded,  S,c.,  That  no  oliiim  under  tills  net  Khali  he 


paid  unless  the  same  be  sustained,  in  addition  to  other  testi- 
mony, by  the  oath  of  the  claimant,  stating  that  his  claim  is 
justly  due  to  himself,  and  not  in  trust  for  others,  and  that  he 
has  neither  directly  nor  indirectly  received  satisfaction 
thereof,  entirely  or  in  part,  from  any  source  whatever,  and 
that  the  advancement  was  made  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
j  Slates. 

An  honorable  member  of  the"  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  (said  Mr.  W.)  had  seen  proper 
this  morning — he  would  not  say  had  seen  proper, 
he  did  not  think  he  had  seen  proper,  but  had  inad- 
vertently placed  in  his  (Mr.  W.'s)  mouth  a  kind 
of  milk-and-water  ai-gument,  which  he  flattered 
himself  he  was  not  usually  guilty  of  inflicting  on 
the  House  in  what  little  he  had  to  say  here.  It 
was  a  mistake  to  say  that  his  (Mr.  W.'s)  objection 
to  this  bill  was,  that  dishonest  men  might  perhaps 
prosecute  and  establish  claims  under  it.  He  might 
have  expressed  himself  imperfectly,  but  his  pur- 
pose yesterday  had-  been  to  say  that  this  bill  was 
expressly  calculated  to  invite  the  presentation  of 
drummed-up  claims.  He  hoped  no  honorable  mem- 
ber would  misunderstand  him  now. 

By  way  of  showing  that  this  was  the  character 
of  this  bill,  he  would  refer  to  a  few  details  which 
he  should  have  supposed  would  have  presented 
themselves  to  the  astute  mind  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  who  was  a  member  of  the  Military 
Committee,  as  well  as  to  the  minds  of  other  gen- 
tlemen. Let  them  see  how  it  was  that  these  claims 
had  arisen.  They  had  arisen  from  the  fact,  that 
when  the  volunteers  were  being  raised,  jmtriotic 
gentlemen  had  stepped  forward  and  made  advances, 
or  the  volunteers  themselves  or  their  friends  had 
encountered  expenditures  which  were  necessary 
in  enabling  them  to  march  to  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous. The  claims  might  be  drummed  up  in  this 
way:  Two  or  three  companies  collect  in  some  con- 
venient place  to  march  to  the  place  of  rendezvous; 
the  farmers  of  the  community  turn  out  their  teams 
to  carry  them;  one  man  collects  a  squad  of  teams, 
and  has  the  general  supervision  of  delivering  the 
men;  he  expects  to  make  no  charge  at  the  time, 
but  he  could  prove  by  the  officers  of  the  company 
that  he  furnished  the  teams;  and  although  he  may 
not  have  paid  out  a  dollar — although  it  may  all 
have  been  a  matter  of  contribution,  each  farmer 
sending  his  own  team — and  although  the  very 
funds  expended  were  raised  by  handing  a  hat 
around — yet  the  leader  in  the  matter  would  come 
forward  under  this  resolution  and  claim  for  these 
services.  It  would  invite  dishonest  men  to  present 
dishonest  claims. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  interposed,  and 
raised  the  point  of  order,  that  the  gentleman's 
remarks  were  rather  in  reply  to  other  gentlemen 
than  an  explanation  of  the  amendment  which  he 
had  offered,  and  were  therefore  out  ofoider  under 
the  five-minutes  rule. 

The  CHAIRMAN  remarking  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  had  but  one  minute  more — 

Mr.  HOUSTON  waived  his  objection;  and 

Mr.  WICK  proceeded.  Again,  contributions 
had  been  raised  in  the  manner  he  had  described, 
or  by  subscription  in  a  town  or  city,  and  placed  in 
the  hands  of  an  individual;  that  individual  had 
gone  forward  and  expended  the  money  for  neces- 
saries for  the  volunteers;  he  only  would  be  known 
to  the  officers;  they  would  know  of  his  expendi- 
ture, and  the  amount,  at  least  proximating;  and 
yet  not  one  dollar  of  it  had  been  expended  out  of 
his  own  [locket.  He  knew  of  many  instances  of 
this  kind 

The  time  allotted  for  explanation  here  expired. 

Mr.  MILLER,  of  Ohio,  moved  an  amendment, 
to  strike  out  the  last  line  of  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Wick. 

Tlie  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
(he  said)  pi-ojiosed  that  no  person  should  recover 
from  the  United  States  unless  he  would  swear  that 
the  money  for  which  the  claim  was  made  was  ad- 
vanced on  the  credit  of  the  United  States.  Now, 
he  had  a  letter  in  his  hand  from  the  Q.uartermaster 
General  of  Ohio,  which  would  show  at  once  the 
impropriety  of  this  provision.  [He  read  the  letter, 
which  referred  to  an  advance  made  in  Ohio.]  This 
advance  (he  said)  was  made  at  the  instance  of  the 
Cluartermastcr  General;  and,  in  many  instances, 
advances  had  been  made  in  anticipation  of  some 
interposition  of  the  State  governments. 

But,  further,  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  said 
that  this  bill,  as  it  now  stood,  opened  the  door  to 
fj'nuds.  Did  not  the  gentleman  know  that  on  the 
3d  of  March  last  a  resolution  of  a  similar  character 
passed,  and  that  all  claims  under  that  resolution 


had  been  adjusted,  and  no  frauds  had  been  charged 
or  could  be  proved  ?  That  resolution  passed  at  the 
last  session,  and  was  precisely  similar  to  the  one 
now  under  consideration.  [He  read  the  former 
resolution;  also,  an  extract  from  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  showing  the  necessity  for  the 
present  resolution.]  Now,  if  this  resolution  opened 
the  door  to  these  enormous  frauds,  why,  he  asked , 
did  not  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  show  that, 
under  the  former  resolution,  frauds  had  been  per- 
petrated upon  the  Government?  It  was  no  such 
thing.  It  must  be  because  the  gentleman  had  not 
investigated  the  matter.  Perhaps  he  was  not  in- 
terested in  it,  and  had  not  paid  attention  to  it.  He 
(Mr.  M.)  trasted  the  resolution  would  be  adopted. 

In  concluding,  he  withdrew  his  amendment  to 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  it  would 
be  now  in  order  to  move  to  strike  out  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  resolution? 

The  CHAIRMAN  replied  that  it  would  not,  as 
an  amendment  was  now  pending. 

Mr.  TFIOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  moved  an 
amendment  to  Mr.  Wick's  amendment,  to  add, 
"  and  no  assignment  shall  be  recognized  by  the 
War  Department."  He  said  he  knew  that  ad- 
vances had  been  made  in  many  cases  of  fen,  fif- 
teen, and  twenty  dollars,  by  men  who  never  ex- 
pected to  get  anything  in  return;  but  let  it  be  known 
that  this  resolution  had  passed,  and  agents  would 
be  sent  all  over  the  country,  and  these  claims 
would  be  bought  up  fc^  a  small  sum.  In  this  way 
these  agents  would  hunt  up  these  claims;  and,  as 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  said,  it  would  invite 
such  men  to  come  to  the  War  Department  to  get 
pay  for  claims  which  were  never  expected  to  be 
presented  at  the  time  the  advances  were  made. 

Mr.  WICK  accepted  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Thompson  as  a  modification  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  HARALSON  asked  if  a  claimant  made  hia 
affidavit,  as  required  by  this  amendment,  would  it 
not  be  saying  to  the  Secretary  of  War  that  it  was 
sufficient  without  proof? 

Mr.  WICK  replied  that  the  amendment  provi- 
ded the  very  reverse.  It  expressly  required  addi- 
tional proof  beside  the  oath  of  the  claimant. 

The  question  being  taken,  Mr.  Wick's  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  now  moved  to  strike  out  the 
enacting  clause  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  raised  the  point  that 
such  a  motion  was  not  in  order  in  committee.  It 
was  equivalent  to  the  rejection  of  the  measure, 
which  the  committee  had  no  power  to  do,  but  only 
to  amend  it. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  referred  to  the  rule  to  justify 
his  motion,  and  remarked  that  he  was  distinctly 
in  favor  of  the  general  principle  of  the  resolution, 
and  he  thought  that  moneys  advanced  for  the  use 
of  the  volunteers  ought  to  be  refunded;  yet  he 
thought  the  bill  defective,  and  had  made  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  its  enacting  clause,  with  the  view, 
if  it  prevailed,  to  recommit  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  in  order  that  the  proposition 
might  be  brought  forward  in  a  proper  form. 

Mr.  JONES  pressed  his  point  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN  overruled  it,  and  decided  the 
motion  in  order. 

Mr.  COBB  inquired,  in  case  the  motion  prevail- 
ed, what  would  be  the  report  of  the  chairman  to 
the  House?  Would  it  be  that  the  committee  had 
stricken  out  the  enacting  clause,  and  made  certain 
amendments  to  the  bill?  [A  laugh.]  He  put  this 
question  to  convince  the  chairman  of  the  incorrect- 
ness of  his  decision.  The  motion  was  clearly  out 
of  order,  and  had  so  repeatedly  been  decided. 

After  a  word  by  Mr.  COLLAMERon  the  point 
of  order — 

Tlie  CHAIRMAN,  adhering  to  his  decision, 
and  no  appeal  being  taken — 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  enacting  clause,  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive by  tellers:  Ayes  66,  noes  53. 

So  the  committee  agreed  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing clause  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MEADEproposed  tooffera  further  amend- 
ment to  the  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN  ruled  all  amendments  out  of 
order,  as  the  vote  last  taken  was  equivalent  to  the 
rejection  of  the  bill. 

"Mr.  HILLIARD  moved  that  this  bill  be  laid 
aside,  and  the  Oregon  bill  be  taken  up. 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  the  committee 
could  take  up  no  other  bill;  but,  under  the  terms 


1848. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


465 


of  the  resolution  under  which  they  were  acting, 
having  disposed  of  the  resolution,  they  must  imme- 
diately rise  and  report  their  action  to  the  House. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  the  Chairman 
reported  that  the  committee  had  stricken  out  the 
enacting  clause. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  committee  might 
perfect,  but  it  could  not  destroy  a  bill,  and  he  an- 
nounced the  question  to  be  on  the  bill  and  its 
amendments. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  the  recommitment  of 
the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  ROCK\yELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  hoped  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  would  withdraw  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question,  for  he  had  a 
substitute  for  the  bill,  which  he  thought  would  be 
acceptable  if  it  were  heard.  He  had  shown  it  to 
friends  on  his  side  of  the  House,  and  they  approved 
of  it,  and  he  thought  gentlemen  opposite  would 
too,  if  th-ey  would  listen  to  it. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  inquired  what  the  effect  of  the 
previous  question  would  be.' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would  cutoff  the 
motion  to  recommit,  and  bring  the  House  to  a  di- 
rect vote  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  moved  the  previous  question, 
but  there  was  not  a  second,  and  the  question  recur- 
red on  the  motion  to  recommit. 

Mr.  JONES  then  read  his  amendment,  as  fol- 
lows: 
"That  the  resoiiition  approved  March    3,  1847,  entitled 

<  A  resolution  to  refund  money  to  the  States  which  liavesup- 
*  plied  volunteers  and  luriiished  them  transportation  during 

<  the  present  war,  before  being  mustered  and  received  into 
'  the  service  of  {lie  United  States,'  be,  and  the  same  is  here- 
by, revived  and  extended  so  as  to  authorize  the  payment  of 
similar  expenses  to  States  or  individuals,  which  have  occur- 
red since  the  approval  of  the  resolution  herein  revived  and 
extetxltd." 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
recommit  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

TERRITORIAL  GOVERNMENT  IN  OREGON. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Cranston,  of 
Rhode  Island,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  toeslabhsh  a  Territorial  Gov- 
ernment in  Oregon. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  said,  that  in  rising  to  address 
the  committee  he  did  not  propose  to  discuss  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  then  before  them;  but  there 
were  some  topics  which  stood  connected  with  the 
general  subject  upon  which  he  desired  to  give  his 
views.  The  bill  provides  (said  Mr.  H.)  for  the 
organization  of  a  territorial  government  for  the 
people  of  Oregon.  It  is  understood  that  negoti- 
ations are  now  pending  with  Mexico  which  will 
probably  result  in  the  extension  of  our  territorial 
possessions.  We  shall  soon  be  called  on  to  pro- 
vide a  government  for  the  people  of  New  Mexico 
and  of  Upper  California.  I  am  not  anxious  to 
engage  in  a  premature  discussion  of  topics  which 
must  come  up  when  that  legislation  is  entered 
upon.  I  hope  that  the  wisdom  and  moderation 
which  have  been  displayed  heretofore,  in  dealing 
with  great  questions  affecting  the  interests  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  will  characterize  the  legis- 
lation of  Congress  when  that  measure  comes  up 
for  consideration,  and  that  the  political  rights  of 
the  South  will  be  regarded.  They  must  be;  the 
South  will  aim  at  no  exclusive  advantages,  nor 
will  it  submit  to  unjust  and  humiliating  restric- 
tions. The  gentleman  who  last  addressed  the  com- 
mittee on  this  question  [Mr.  Smart,  of  Maine] 
stated  that  the  war  in  which  we  have  been  engaged 
with  Mexico  was  not  undertaken  for  the  acquisi- 
tion of  territory,  but  to  quiet  the  title  to  Texas. 

My  honorable  friend  from  Georgia,  too,  [Mr. 
Cobb,]  some  time  since  endeavored  to  make  it 
appear  that  it  was  impossible  to  condemn  the  act 
of  the  President  in  ordering  the  advance  of  the 
army  upon  the  Rio  Gi-ande  without  condemning- 
the  previous  act  of  the  Government  in  annexing 
Texas  to  the  United  States,  and  at  the  same  time 
including  in  our  censure  the  act  of  Congress  which 
voted  the  supplies  necessary  to  carry  on  the  war 
with  Mexico.  An  honorable  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  for  whose  opinions  I  entertain  a  high 
respect,  [Mr.  Rhett,]  has  entered  into  an  elabo- 
rate argument  in  vindication  of  the  policy  of  the 
Administration,  in  which  he  declares  that  the 
President  was  exerting  his  constitutional  functions 


in  ordering  the  army  to  the  Rio  Gi-ande.  Now,, 
sir,  I  v/holly  dissent  from  all  these  views;  and  I 
shall  as  rapidly  as  possible  state  my  objections  to 
the  course  of  the  President  and  the  policy  of  his 
Administration  in  regard  to  the  Mexican  question. 
The  time  has  arrived  when  we  may  be  permitted 
to  survey  the  ground  over  which  we  have  passed 
since  the  opening  of  the  war  with  Mexico.  Hos- 
tilities are  suspended;  peace  is  at  liand — a  peace 
which  is,  I  trust,  to  prove  a  firm  and  lasting  one 
between  the  two  countries.  It  is  not  my  purpose 
to  enter  into  an  elaborate  investigation  of  the  causes 
which  gave  rise  to  the  war;  that  ground  has  been 
fully  explored,  and  I  should  hardly  hope  to  come 
\',  back  with  a  single  discovery.  I  desire,  hovv^ever, 
\l  to  hold  the  Administration  up  to  its  responsibility. 
ji  A  war  inay  be  provoked  by  causes  which  would 
fully  justify  it,  and  yet  be  precipitated  by  an  un- 
constitutional act.  The  President,  in  ordering  the 
army  to  a  position  on  the  Rio  Grande'  clearly 
usurped  powers  not  conferred  on  him  by  the  Con- 
stitution. Texas  was  annexed  to  this  country  by  a 
resolution  which  left  the  western  boundary  of  that 
State  open,  and  provided  that  it  should  be  ascer- 
tained and  fixed  by  negotiation. 

If  the  President  had  become  convinced  that  Mex- 
ico would  decline  that  mode  of  adjustment,  and  had 
satisfied  Congress  that  a  resort  must  be  had  to  arms, 
we  should  have  been  at  liberty  to  claim  the  Rio 
Bravo  as  the  western  boundary  of  Texas,  and  to 
direct  the  President  to  throw  in  a  military  force  for 
its  defence.  But,  in  the  absence  of  such  a  declara- 
tion on  the  part  of  Congress,  the  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  General  Taylor  to  take  up  his  position  on 
the  banks  of  that  stream  was  a  gross,  palpable,  vio- 
lent usurpation  of  authority.  No  array  of  grievan- 
ces committed  by  Mexico  against  this  country  will 
justify  that  order;  no  circumstances  which  existed 
could  vindicate  that  act  of  the  President,  while  they 
may  justify  the  act  of  Congress  and  vindicate  its 
recognition  of  this  war.  I  do  not  deny  that  there 
was  ample  ground  upon  which  to  rest  a  declaration 
of  war  against  Mexico.  lam  not  disposed  to  deny 
that  there  were  hostile  threats  and  warlike  prepa- 
rations on  the  part  of  that  republic;  but  I  do  deny 
that  the  President  had  any  constitutional  authority 
whatever  to  decide  the  question  of  peace  or  war. 
That  was  a  question  for  the  decision  of  Congress. 
The  Constitution  lodged  there  the  authority  to  pass 
upon  so  momentous  an  issue;  and  the  act  of  the 
President,  in  deciding  that  the  western  boundary 
of  Texas  must  be  settled  by  arms,  and  not  by  ne- 
gotiation, stands  out  as  a  bold  usurpation  of  power, 
which  no  circumstances  can  justify  or  excuse. 

Still,  this  is  purely  a  domestic  question,  and  can- 
not affect  our  relations  with  Mexico.  It  was  an 
ill-advised  step,  invited  attack,  and  led  to  hostili- 
ties. Congress  thought  proper  to  recognize  these 
hostilities  as  acts  of  war;  and  I  felt  at  liberty  to 
vote  the  supplies  necessary  to  carry  on  the  war 
thus  brought  on,  though  I  condemned  the  course 
of  the  President.  I  am  not,  however,  ready  at  this 
time  to  vote  for  raising  the  ten  additional  regiments 
which  the  President  asks  for.  I  am  amazed  that 
gentlemen  should  press  the  bill  at  a  moment  like 
this.  Has  there  not  been  enough  of  war,  enough 
of  its  pomp  and  circumstance,  enough  of  its  ex- 
pense ?  With  a  good  prospect  for  peace,  must  the 
country  be  again  plunged,  by  reckless  obedience  to 
the  demands  of  the  President,  into  this  wasteful 
expenditure?  Some  gentlemen,  too,, seem  uneasy 
at  voting  against  taking  the  bill  up  out  of  its  order. 
The  time  has  gone  by  for  such  apprehensions. 
The  war  has  become  odious  to  the  people.  The 
country  desires  peace.  The  President  has  gone 
down  in  the  contest,  and,  though  he  still  rides  along 
the  lines,  and  strives  to  animate  his  followers  to 
new  struggles, he  has  none  of  the  energy  and  power 
of  manhood  left  him, 

"  The  times  have  been 
That  when  the  brains  were  out  the  man  would  die. 
And  there  an  end;  but  now  they  rise  again, 
With  twenty  mortal  murders  on  their  crowns, 
And  push  us  from  our  stools." 

What  induced  the  President  to  seize  this  power 
which  did  not  belong  to  him?  Was  there  danger 
of  invasion?  No.  There  were  no  settlements  along 
the  country  bordering  on  the  Rio  Bravo  to  defend. 
So  far  as  anything  American  was  concerned,  it 
was  as  destitute  of  life  as  the  Carnatic  after  the 
descent  of  Hyder  Ali,  as  described  by  Burke,  in 
his  celebrated  speech  on  the  Nabob  of  Arcot's 
debts. 

You  might  traverse  the  whole  region  and  not  see 


one  man,  not  one  woman,  not  one  child,  not  one 
four-footed  beast  of  any  description  whatever.  Yet 
the  friends  of  the  President  seek  to  justify  his  rash 
order  for  the  advance  of  the  army,  by  persuading 
us  that  it  was  determined  on  under  tiie  apprehen- 
sion of  threatened  invasion.  There  must  have  been 
some  other  consideration — some  ulterior,  undis- 
closed object  which  the  President  had  in  view. 

By  referring  to  the  correspondence  which  took 
place  between  the  Secretary  of  War  and  General 
Taylor,  it  will  be  perceived  that  as  early  as  the 
15th  June,  1845,  Mr.  Bancroft,  while  in  temporary 
charge  of  the  War  Department,  wrote  to  the  com- 
manding general  in  terms  which  would  have  autho- 
rized him  at  that  time  to  pitch  his  tents  on  the 
banks  of  the  Rio  Bravo. 

On  the  30th  of  the  succeeding  month,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  wrote  to  him  in  similar  terms: 

"The  Rio  Grande  is  claimed  to  be  tlir:  boundary  between 
the  two  countries,  and  up  to  this  boundary  you  are  to  extend 
your  protection,  only  exeeptina  any  posts  on  the  eastern  side 
tliereofwhicharein  the  actual  occupancy  of  Mexican  forces, 
or  Mexican  settlements  over  which  the  Republic  of  Texas 
did  not  exercise  jurisdiction  at  the  period  of  annexation,  or 
shortly  before  that  event.  It  is  expected  that,  in  selecting  the 
establishment  for  your  troops,  you  will  approach  as  near  the 
boundary  line  (the  Kio  Grande)  as  prudence  will  dictate." 

On  the  16th  of  October  following,  the  Secretary 
of  War  again  writes  to  this  oflicer: 

"The  information  which  we  have  received  here,  renders 
it  probable  that  no  serious  attempts  will  at  present  be  made 
by  Mexico  to  invadeTexas,  although  she  continues  to  threaten 
incursions.  Previous  instructions  will  have  put  you  in  pos- 
session of  the  views  of  the  Governmentof  the  United  States, 
not  only  as  to  the  extent  of  its  territorial  claims,  but  of  its 
determination  to  assert  them.  *  »  *  *  You  will  approach 
as  near  the  western  boundary  of  I'exas  (the  Rio  Grande)  as 
circumstances  will  permit;  having  reference  to  reasonable 
security — to  accommodations,  for  putting  your  troops  into 
vvinterhuts,  if  deemed  necessary — to  the  facility  and  certain- 
ty of  procuring  or  receiving  supplies,  and  to  checking  any 
attempted  incursions  by  the  Mexican  forces  on  the  Indian 
tribes." 

Here,  then,  the  Secretary  of  War,  at  a  time  when 
there  was  no  serious  apprehension  of  an  invasion 
of  Texas  by  a  Mexican  force,  directs  General  Tay- 
lor to  approach  as  near  the  Rio  Grande  as  circum- 
stances ivill  permit.  He  is  informed,  in  the  same 
letter,  that  he  need  not  wait  for  instructions  from 
Washington  to  carry  out  what  he  might  deem 
proper  to  be  done.  Still  General  Taylor  did  not 
advance,  until,  on  the  13th  of  January,  1846,  the 
positive,  decisive,  fatal  order  was  sent  to  him,  to 
take  a  position  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Rio  Grande: 
"  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  instruct  you  to  advance 
and  occupy,  with  the  troops  under  your  command,  positions 
on  or  near  the  east  bank  of  the  Rio  del  Norte  as  soon  as  it 
can  be  conveniently  done,  with  reference  to  the  season  and 
the  routes  by  which  your  movements  must  be  made." 

Point  Isabel  and  points  opposite  Matamoros  and 
Mier,  in  the  vicinity  of  Laredo,  are  named  as  suit- 
able places  for  taking  up  his  position. 

The  order  of  the  Government  was  obeyed. 
General  Taylor  advanced  upon  Point  Isabel,  and 
took  a  position  opposite  Matamoros. 

Doubtless  the  President  acted  upon  the  idea  that 
a  feeble  people  were  likely  to  be  yielding  in  nego- 
tiation when  an  army  hung  ufion  and  threatened 
their  exposed  frontier.  He  disregarded  the  noble 
Roman  maxim: 

Parcere  subjectis,  debellare  superbos. 
Flence,  when  a  minister  was  sent  to  negotiate,  an 
army  was  ordered  to  take  possession  of  the  very 
territory  which  was  to  be  the  subject  of  negotia- 
tion, and  a  fleet  hovered  upon  the  coast  of  a  prov- 
ince which  thatminister  was  instructed  to  purchase. 
If  the  force  had  been  great  enough  the  policy  might 
have  been  successful;  but  our  small  army  invited 
attack  from  its  apparent  helplessness. 

There  was  something  beyond  the  mere  wish  to 
quiet  the  title  to  Texas  which  the  President  had  in 
view  when  he  ordered  the  army  to  the  Rio  Bravo. 
He  had  just  fallen  back  in  inglorious  retreat 
through  five  parallels  of  latitude  on  the  Pacific 
coast  before  the  most  formidable  Power  on  the 
globe,  and  his  aim  evidently  was  to  illustrate  his 
Administration  by  acquiring  the  northern  prov- 
inces of  Mexico.  Phaeton  was  the  reputed  son 
of  Phoebus,  and,  when  his  paternity  was  question- 
ed, he  visited  the  palace  of  the  sun  that  he  might 
prevail  on  his  father  to  give  him  the  means  of  prov- 
ing his  illustrious  descent.  Plicebus  allowed  him 
to'drive  his  chariot  for  a  day,  and  instructed  him 
how  to  proceed  through  the  regions  of  the  air;  but 
the  feeble  hand  of  Phaeton  coiikl  not  guide  the  fly- 
ing horses;  they  departed  from  their  track;  heaven 
and  earth  were  threatened  with  conflagration,  and 
order  could  not  be  restoi-ed  until  a  bolt  from  the 
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hand  of  Jupiter  luirled  the  adventurous  charioteer 
from  liis  seat.  Tlie  President,  in  liis  eagerness  to 
vindicate  his  claim  to  the  high  station  which  he 
fills,  ventured  upon  a  policy  which  has  brought 
about  similar  confusion.  General  Jackson 's  tone 
towards  France,  which  fortunately  resulted  in  no 
mischief,  was  assumed  by  Mr.  Polk  in  his  iiego- 
tiaiions  with  Great  Britain  upon  the  Oregon  ques- 
tion, and  we  narrowly  escaped  war.  It  was  em- 
ployed against  a  feelile  Power  with  greater  confi- 
dence of  success.  The  President  had  set  his  heart 
upon  acquiring  New  Mexico  and  California,  and 
it  occurred  to  him  that  the  most  successful  mode 
of  persuading  Mexico  to  yield  them  up  would  be 
to  stiilion  an  army  on  her  frontier  and  a  fleet  on 
her  coast.  That  this  was  the  aim  of  the  President 
will  clearly  appear  when  the  instructions  given  to 
Mr.  Slidell  are  made  public.  He  was  sent  to 
Mexico,  not  simply  as  a  commissioner  to  settle 
open  questions,  and  especially  to  fix  the  western 
boundary  of  Te.xas,  but  it  seems  that  he  was  in- 
structed to  spread  before  the  Mexican  Government 
powerful  considerations  for  giving  up  the  desired 
provinces.  As  to  New  Mexico,  Mr.  Slidell  was 
probably  instructed  to  urge  upon  the  Mexican 
Government  that  it  ought  to  belorig  to  the  United 
States,  a  great  portion  of  it  lying  on  this  side  of 
the  Rio  Grande  and  included  within  the  Umits  al- 
ready claimed  by  Texas;  it  wiis,  too,  a  remote 
and  detached  province,  the  possession  of  which 
could  not  be  advantageous  to  that  country;  but,  if 
given  up,  she  would  be  relieved  froin  the  trouljle 
and  expense  of  defending  the  inhabitants  against 
the  Indians.  From  these  and  other  considerations 
it  was  clear  that  New  Mexico  ought  to  belong  to 
the  United  Stales. 

Nor  was  California  to  be  overlooked;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  was  no  doubt  an  important  object  of  Mr. 
Slidell's  mission  to  secure  a  large  part  of  that  prov- 
ince. The  possession  of  the  bay  and  harbor  of 
San  Francisco  v.'as  regarded  as  all-important  to  the 
United  States;  it  was  believed,  too,  that  the  Mex- 
ican Government  had  but  a  slight  hold  on  Califor- 
nia, and  that  they  would  readily  relinquish  thathold 
for  a  sufficient  consideration. 

It  is  easy  to  trace  the  object  of  the  Administra- 
tion; it  is  impossible  to  mistake  it;  the  main  busi- 
ness of  Mr.  Slidell  was  to  acquire  New  Mexico 
and  California.  A  fleet  had  sailed  for  the  Pacific; 
the  instructions  which  the  commander  bore  dis- 
closed the  purpose  of  the  Government.  Upper 
California  was  to  be  taken;  it  was  to  be  held;  it 
■was  under  no  circumstances  to  be  given  up;  we 
were  to  be  found  in  possessi'on  of  it  at  the  close  of 
the  war,  so  that  if  a  treaty  of  peace  should  be  made 
upon  the  basis  of  theitfi  possidetis  we  might  retain  it. 

General  Kearny  was  sent  to  take  possession  of 
New  Mexico,  arid  he  was  instructed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  assure  the  people  of  that  province 
that  it  was  the  wish  and  design  of  the  United  States 
to  provide  for  them  a  f\-fic  government  with  the 
least  possible  delay,  similar  to  that  which  exists  in 
our  territories.  They  were  then  to  exercise  the 
rights  of  freemen  by  electing  their  own  representa- 
tives to  the  Territorial  Legislature.  The  war  has 
been  prosecuted  throughout  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curing New  Mexico  and  California.  There  has 
not  been  a  moment  since  its  commencement  when 
the  Administration  would  have  concluded  a  peace 
on  any  other  terms.  It  was  for  this  that  General 
Taylor  was  ordered  to  advance  beyond  the  Rio 
Grande  after  he  had  scattered  the  Mexican  army 
in  hopeless  confusion,  and  to  range  his  victorious  t 
troops  along  the  Sierra  Madre.  The  President  at 
one  time  disclaimed  any  such  purpose;  but  in  his 
last  annual  message  he  employs  no  equivocal  lan- 
guage. Referring  to  his  former  declaration  respect- 
ing the  war,  he  says: 

"111  my  aiiiiiMl  iiiessnge  to  Conc;ress  of  Dpcninber  last,  I 
dRclnreil  tlial  Uiu  war  has  not  been  wagrd  ivilli  a  v'u:w  to 
conquest,  but  liavin;;  been  coiniiienced  by  Mexico,  it  lias 
bceiieorrii  d  into  tlieeneniy'R  country,  and  will  be  vigorously 
prosecuted  llieie  with  a  view  to  obtain  nn  honorable  peace, 
and  thereby  nerure  ample  indemnity  lor  the  expenses  ofilie 
war,  nn  well  an  to  onr  mneb-injured  citizens  who  hold  large 
pecuniary  demandH  again-t  Mexico.  »  *  «  » 

It  hati  nev-r  been  eoiileinplated  by  me  as  an  obj«ct  of  the 
wartomaki' a  periiianeiiteon(|iiestoribe  Republic  ol  Mexico 
or  to  aiinibilate  lier  separate  existenccns  an  independent  na- 
tion." 

This  disclaimer  now,  it  will  be  observed,  is  as  to 
the  Republic  of  Mexico,  and  i.s  not  applied  to  the 
coveted  j>rovinces.  On  the  contrary, he  boldly  dis- 
cloaes  his  purpose  to  hold  them  in  right  of  con- 
quest: 

"In  the  mean  lime,  ns  Mexico  rcfuscH  all  indeniiiity,  wc 


should  adopt  nicasiircs  to  indeniniry  ourselves  by  appropria- 
ting periiianeiitly  a  (Jftition  of  her  territory.  Early  alter  the 
coiiiiiieiicemeiit  of  the  war.  New  Mexico  and  the  <  ^alifornias 
were  taken  posse-sion  of  by  our  forces.  Our  iniliiary  and 
naval  commanders  were  ordered  to  eonijuer  and  Imlil  iheiii, 
.-ubject  to  be  disposed  of  by  a  treaty  of  peace.  'J'liese  provin- 
ces are  now  in  our  undisputed  occupation,  and  have  been 
so  for  many  months,  all  resistance  on  the  part  of  Mexico  hav- 
ing ceased  within  their  limits.  I  am  satisfied  that  ibey  should 
never  be  surrendered  to  Mexico." 

He  advises  Congress  to  extend  over  thein  the 
jurisdiction  and  laws  of  the  United  States  at  once, 
and  insists  that  we  ought  not  to  wait  for  a  treaty 
of  peace,  but  consider  them  at  once  as  constituent 
parts  of  our  country.  The  President  is,  in  some 
respects,  a  bold  man;  for,  in  his  annual  me.ssage, 
upon  which  I  am  remarking,  he  asserts  that  Con- 
gress contemplated  the  acquisition  of  territorial 
indemnity  when  that  body  made  provision  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  war.  In  seeking  indeinnity  he 
insists  that  the  acquisition  of  territory  was  inev- 
itable. It  is  impossible,  sir,  to  obseive  the  course 
of  this  Administration  without  perceiving  that 
their  object,  from  the  first  moment  when  they  be- 
gan to  deal  with  the  Mexican  question,  was  the 
acquisition  of  the  northern  provinces  of  Mexico. 
These  were  to  be  torn  from  the  Central  Govern- 
ment, and  held  as  the  spoils  of  war.  This  is  the 
meaning  of  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for 
the  future — a  phrase  used  as  early  as  June  1846, 
in  a  proclamation  sent  out  to  General  Taylor. 

It  requires  no  publication  of  secret  instructions 
to  demonstrate  this.  The  President  informs  us, 
in  his  last  annual  message,  that  the  commissioner 
sent  out  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  was  autho- 
,rized  to  agree  to  the  establishment  of  the  Rio  Grande 
as  the  boundary,  from  its  entrance  into  the  Gulf 
to  its  intersection  with  the  southern  boundary  of 
New  Mexico,  in  north  latitude  about  thirty-two 
degrees,  and  to  obtain  a  cession  to  the  United 
States  of  the  provinces  of  New  Mexico  and  the 
Californias,  and  the  })rivilege  of  the  rieht  of  way 
across  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec.  The  bound- 
ary of  the  Rio  Grande  and  the  cession  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  New  Mexico  and  Upper  California 
constituted  an  ultimatum  which  our  commissioner 
was  under  no  circumstances  to  yield. 

No  one  who  thus  traces  the  course  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, can  be  at  any  loss  to  account  for  the 
order  which"  sent  the  American  army  to  take  a 
position  on  the  Rio  Grande.  The  country  bor- 
dering on  that  stream  was  to  be  acquired;  New 
Mexico  and  California  were  to  be  secured;  Ihjs 
was  an  ultiinatum  to  be  yielded  undei:,no  circum- 
stances; it  was  intended  to  be  accomplished  from 
the  beginning,  and  the  Administration  thought  it  a 
masterly  policy  to  help  the  commissioner  who  was 
sent  to  negotiate  for  this  territory  by  marching  an 
army  to  intimidate  the  Government  with  which  he 
was  treating. 

This  object,  so  steadily  kept  in  view  by  the 
Administration  is  about  to  be  accomplished.  If 
the  treaty  which  has  gone  out  to  the  Mexican 
Government  should  be  ratified,  the  Rio  Grande 
becomes  the  western  boundary  of  Texas,  and  New 
Mexico  and  Upper  California  will  be  added  to  our 
territorial  possessions;  at  least  we  get  all  New 
Mexico  and  so  much  of  California  as  lies  north  of 
the  river  Gila  and  a  line  drawn  from  its  intersec- 
tion with  the  Colorado,  to  a  point  on  the  Pacific 
Ocean  south  of  San  Diego.  If  we  had  acquired  the 
falTled  garden  of  the  Hesperides,  the  President 
could  hardly  be  more  full  of  exultation.  It  is 
worth  while  to  inquire  for  a  moment  what  this 
territory  is  worth.  The  strip  of  country  which 
fringes  the  Rio  Grande  cannot  be  very  valuable. 
The  population  is  said  to  be  sparse  and  the  crops 
arc  uncertain. 

New  Mexico  is  described  as  a  region  wholly 
unsuited  to  an  agricultural  population.  Lofty  and 
rugged  mountains,  narrow  and  poor  valleys,  make 
up  its  great  features,  while  an  absence  of  water 
and  of  wood  complete  its  uninviting  aspect.  A 
large  portion  is  said  to  be  made  up  "  of  rocks, 
sands,  and  desert  wastes."  It  sustains  a  scattered 
and  miserable  population.  Let  us,  however,  take 
its  value  as  esiimated  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
who  is  understood  to  have  authorized  Mr.  Slidell 
to  offer  for  it  five  millions  of  dollars. 

The  most  intelligent  travellers  who  have  visited 
Upper  California  agree  in  describing  it  as  a  coun- 
try wholly  destitute  of  attractions  for  a  pco|)le  like 
our  own.  A  very  large  proportion  of  tlie  country 
is  represented  as  unfit  for  cultivation,  and  incapable 
of  supporting  any  dense  population.  Those  parts 
of  it  which  are  susceptible  of  agriculture  must  be 


subjected  to  it  by  irrigation.  It  has  none  of  the 
resources  v.'hich  invite  or  encourage  commerce. 
The  most  valuable  acquisition  is  the  bay  of  San 
Francisco;  this  will,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  give  in- 
creased security  to  our  Pacific  commerce.  I  am 
not  disposed  to  depreciate  its  value,  nor  will  I  in- 
troduce statements  respecting  it  which  might  have 
thi.s  effect.  Let  us  take  Mr!  Buchanan's  "estimate 
of  the  value  of  Upper  California,  embracing  the 
bay  of  San  Francisco,  which  is  understood  to  be 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars;  while,  for  an  extension 
of  this  line  on  the  Pacific  so  as  to  take  in  Monte-j 
rey,  the  Administration  authorized  an  offer  of  five 
millions  more. 

Of  what  possible  advantage  can  this  extension  of 
our  territorial  possessions  be  to  us.'  The  bay  of 
San  Francisco,  as  I  have  already  said,  is  important 
to  us  in  a  commercial  view;  and  the  barren  regions 
of  New  Mexico  and  Upper  California  will  form  a 
boundary  over  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  our  spread- 
ing population  will  not  be  inclined  to  pass.  But 
what  do  we  pay  for  it.'  Upwards  of  twenty  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  cash,  besides  the  whole  expenses 
of  the  war,  which  will  probably  swell  the  amount 
to  one  hundred  ajid  fifty  millions.  Compare  this 
with  the  amount  paid  by  us  for  Louisiana.  We 
gave  for  the  rich  and  extensive  territory  included 
under  that  name  eighty  millions  of  francs — about 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars.  It  was  essential  to  us; 
it  comjjleted  the  compactness  of  our  territorial  pos- 
sessions; it  gave  us  the  command  of  the  entrance 
of  the  Mississippi,  and,  overlooking' every  other 
feature,  its  importance  may  be  estimated  by  a  sin- 
gle glance  at  New  Orleans.  There  is  a  great  city, 
rapidly  growing  in  population  and  wealth;  a  mag- 
nificent emporium  of  commerce,  receiving  the  pro- 
ductions of  a  continent,  and  sending  them  out 
through  all  the  earth.  Set  down  the  cost  of  that 
immense  and  fertile  territory  by  the  side  of  that 
which  we  are  to  pay  for  our  new  acquisition,  and 
you  will  be  prepared  to  estimate  the  advantage 
which  the  policy  of  this  Administration  has  con- 
ferred ujion  the  country. 

But  there  is  another  element  of  cost  in  the  acqui- 
sition of  this  new  territory  which  must  not  be 
forgotten.  Louisiana  was  acquired  by  negotiation; 
it  was  acquired  in  peace;  it  came  to  us  a  purchase. 
But,  in  addition  to  the  enormous  outlay  of  money 
to  which  we  are  subjected  by  the  policy  of  the 
Administration  in  acquiring  our  new  territorial 
possessions,  we  yield  up  twenty-five  thousand 
human  lives.  The  treaty  which  secures  to  us  this 
territory  is  stained  with  blood.  There  is,  too,  yet 
another  sacrifice  which  we  make  in  securing  these 
coveted  provinces;  a  sacrifice  of  the  most  costly 
kind — I  mean  the  loss  of  national  character.  With 
our  ample  resources,  we  shall  soon  replenish  our 
empty  treasury,  and  our  vigorous  population  will 
hardly  feel  the  check  given  to  it  by  the  loss  of 
twenty-five  thousand  of  our  people;  but  when  will 
the  character  of  the  nation  recover  from  the  wound 
which  it  has  received  ?  What  art  can  relieve  the 
national  escutcheon  from  "the  spots"  which  stain 
it  ?  We  have  just  received  from  the  other  side  of 
the  Atlantic  the  tidings  of  a  convulsion  which  ha* 
overturned  a  throne;  an  enthusiastic  peo|)le,  our 
former  allies,  long  accustomed  to  admire  our  in- 
stitutions, have  established  a  republic.  Our  example 
has  been  felt  throughout  the  world;  the  high  career 
which  we  have  heretofore  pursued,  the  glorious 
example  of  regulated  liberty  which  we  have  exhib- 
ited, the  magnanimity  which  has  marked  our  in- 
tercourse with  other  nations — all  this  hasawakened 
throughout  the  world  the  noblest  hopes.  But  we 
now  turn  from  this  high  career;  we  carry  our  eagles 
in  triumph  over  a  neighboring  and  feeble  people, 
and  we  wrest  from  them  provinces  which  they  are 
reluctant  to  surrender.  The  example  is  a  fatal 
one,  and  its  influence  upon  the  world  must  be  dis- 
astrous. Say  what  we  may,  this  is  a  conquest; 
the  Mexican  Government  is  driven  from  place  to 
place,  hunted  down,  overthrown,  and  then  a  ba.s- 
tard  treaty  is  negotiated,  which  is  heiped  forward 
by  the  bayonet  and  the  purse,  bribery  being  called 
ill  to  accomplish  what  force  could  not  effect. 
Against  this  mode  of  acquiring  territory,  I  solemn- 
ly protest.  I  do  not  object  to  the  extension  of  our 
institutions,  nor  am  I  troubled  with  those  appre- 
hensions wliich  seem  to  liuunt  the  minds  of  some 
gentlemen  in  regard  to  this  subject.  There  is  a 
principle  belonging  to  our  system  of  confederated 
States  which  will  oear  expansion — it  can  grasp  a 
conlinent.  Steam  and  the  telegraph  have  so  in- 
creased  the   means   of  communication,  that   the 
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remotest  points  of  our  wide  land  are  brought  into 
the  reltitions  of  neighhorhood.  But  let  this  growth 
of  our  institutions  be  spontaneous  and  gradual,  and 
let  neighboring  provinces  seek  to  come  within  the 
sheltering  sanctity  of  our  Government. 

This,  then,  is  the  achievement  of  the  Adminis- 
tration: upon  this  acquisition  of  territory  it  rests  its 
fame.  What  other  public  benefit  can  it  claim  to 
have  conferred  upon  the  country  ?  Has  it  done 
anything  towards  developing  the  resources  of  the 
nation?  Has  it  done  anything  for  the  commerce, 
the  agriculture,  or  the  industry  of  our  people.'  To 
what  single  monument  of  its  wisdom,  its  energy, 
or  its  enterprise  can  it  point?  No  improvements 
have  grown  up  under  its  hand;  it  has  brought  upon 
the  people  the  demoralizing  influence  of  war;  and 
it  has  entailed  upon  the  country  an  immense  pub- 
lic debt.  Suppose  it  had  pursued  a  career  of  peace, 
how  much  greater  would  be  our  prosperity  at  the 
present  moment.  The  vast  sums  expended  in  war 
would  have  been  saved,  we  should  have  been  free 
from  debt,  and  the  very  territory  which  we  are 
about  to  acquire  at  so  great  an  expenditure  of  mo- 
ney, and  life,  and  character,  might  have  been  pur- 
chased for  an  inconsiderable  sum. 

I  am  not  insensible  to  the  military  glory  which 
our  arms  have  won  in  the  late  war  with  Mexico. 
The  brilliant  achievements  of  our  armies  will  com- 
pare well  with  those  of  any  age  or  any  nation. 
The  blended  courage  and  skill  of  our  officers,  and 
the  indomitable  ardor  of  our  troops,  have  illustra- 
ted the  American  name.  But  how  was  this  glory 
earned?  Not  by  the  Administration,  but  in  spite 
of  the  Administration;  as  Colonel  Barre  declared 
of  the  American  colonies  in  the  great  struggle  for 
independence,  when  it  was  said  that  they  had  been 
planted  and  nourished  by  the  care  of  the  mother 
country:  "  They  planted  by  your  care!  They  have 
grown  and  prospered  in  spite  of  your  care." 

The  fostering  hand  of  this  Administration  might 
well  have  crushed  an  army  of  less  vigorous  mate- 
rials. The  officers  in  command  have  been  watched 
with  a  jealousy  which  lost  no  occasion  to  exhibit 
itself.  The  army  under  General  Taylor,  after  the 
splendid  victories  of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  overcoming  every  obstacle,  making  up  with 
their  own  energies  for  the  want  of  the  means  of 
transportation,  marched  eigainst  Monterey,  a  wall- 
ed city  of  immense  strength,  defended  by  a  much 
greater  force  than  that  which  attacked  it — assaulted 
and  carried  it — and  their  victorious  leader  was  re- 
warded by  the  censure  of  an  Administration  which, 
overlooking  all  the  glory  of  such  exploits,  hasten- 
ed to  condemn  an  act  which  secured  complete  pos- 
session of  the  place;  an  act  which  was  characterized 
by  a  wisdom  and  humanity  hardly  less  admirable 
than  the  courage  and  firmness  of  the  illustrious 
captain  who  performed  it.  Deprived  of  his  regular 
troops,  he  was  left  in  an  advanced  and  exposed  po- 
sition; when,  with  a  little  army  made  up  almost 
wholly  of  volunteers,  he  received  the  shock  of  bat- 
tle from  a  Mexican  army  twenty  thousand  strong, 
led  by  Santa  Anna  in  person,  and  repulsed:  them. 
How  much  of  the  glory  of  Buena  Vista  is  due  Co 
the  Administration? 

Another  distinguished  officer,  of  splendid  abili- 
ties, invested  and  took  Vera  Cruz  and  the  castle  of 
San  Juan  de  Ulua,  exhibiting  the  highest  military 
skill;  pressing  on  to  Cerro  Gordo,  he  won  a  bril- 
liant victory;  and  the  Government,  busy  with  its 
fostering  care,  objected  to  the  disposition  which  he 
made  of  his  prisoners. 

Advancing  upon  the  capital,  meeting  and  over- 
coming obstacles  in  his  march,  which  remind  us 
of  the  exploits  of  Cortes,  he  carries  with  a  small 
army  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  while  the  world  is 
resounding  with  the  fame  of  those  achievements, 
Scoti  is  removed  from  the  command  of  an  army 
which  he  had  led  through  these  successive  victo- 
ries, and  called  to  appear  before  a  court  of  inquiry. 

But,  sir,  this  Administration  is  passing  away, 
il3  days  are  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close.  Let  it  go; 
it  has  lost  the  opportunity  of  doing  good,  and  1 
fear  has  done  great  mischief.  A  young  French- 
man called  on  Louis  XIV.  when  that  monarch  had 
reached  an  advanced  age,  and  asked  him  to  confer 
an  appointment  on  him.  The  monarch  exclaimed 
impatiently:  "You  shall  never  have  itwhile  I  live." 
"Very  well,  sir,  (replied  the  young  gentleman,)  I 
can  afford  to  wait." 

The  country  is  young  and  vigorous,  and  will 
outlive  a  bad  Administration;  it  can  afford  to  wait: 
but  the  Administration  leaves  us  a  most  unenvia- 
ble heritage  in  its  history.     In  speaking  of  it,  one 


is  almost  ready  to  borrow  Macauley's  description 
of  the  reign  of  Charles  II.:  "  Those  are  days  which 
can  never  be  recalled  without  a  blush — days  of 
dwarfish  talents  and  gigantic  vices." 

Let  us  turn  from  the  past,  and  look  to  the  future. 
The  party  opposed  to  the  Administration  will  prob- 
ably come  into  power.  We  certainly  shall,  if  we 
do  not  throw  away  our  advantages.  The  time  has 
come  when  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  desire  to  see  one  elevated  to 
the  Presidency  who  holds  himself  uncommitted  to 
mere'])arty  measures,  and  looks  out  upon  a  hori- 
zon wide  enough  to  embrace  his  whole  country. 
The  country  has  suffered  from  the  fierce  collision 
of  parties,  and  its  great  interests  are  passed  upon 
by  irresponsible  bodies  calling  themselves  conven- 
tions, which  sketch  not  only  the  plan  of  a  political 
campaign,  but  lay  down  the  principles  which  shall 
govei-n  an  Administration. 

I  rejoice  that  one  man  has  been  found  in  the 
country  with  courage  enough  to  refuse  to  lend  him- 
self to  the  advancement  of  mere  party  schemes, 
and  who,  following  the  great  example  of  Wash- 
ington, will  administer  the  Government  for  the 
good  of  the  people  of  the  whole  country.  We 
have  always  denounced  a  President  who  could 
never  forget  that  he  belonged  to  a  party,  or  rise  to 
the  enlarged  patriotism  which  ought  to  characterize 
the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States;  and  yet 
some  object  to  the  noble  position  which  General 
Taylor  takes,  when  he  refuses  to  practise  the  sup- 
ple subserviency  of  a  partisan.  I  regard  that  po- 
sition with  unqualified  admiration.  He  does  not 
deny  his  identity  with  the  Whig  party.  He  de- 
clares his  unwillingness  to  conceal  that  fact  from 
the  American  people.  He  frankly  avows  his  de- 
sire to  see  some  of  the  eminent  men  of  that  party 
elected  to  the  Presidency;  but  he  refuses,  with 
true  dignity,  to  allow  others  to  extort  from  him 
pledges,  or  to  undertake  to  carry  out  any  set  of 
measures  which  others  may  wish  to  impose  on 
him.  To  boiTow  his  own  language,  he  asks  no 
favor,  and  shrinks  from  no  responsibility.  He 
does  not  court  popular  favor.  He  remains  in  the 
quiet  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  leaves  the  people 
to  decide  as  they  may  think  best,  whether  he  shall 
be  called  to  administer  the  Government,  or  left  in 
the  station  which  ha  now  fills,  and  which  he  has 
rendered  so  illustrious. 

Such  a  course  presents  a  broad  contrast  to  that 
which  is  sometimes  pursued  by  aspirants  to  the 
Presidency,  who  traverse  sea  and  land  to  make 
proselytes,  and  bid  for  the  purple  by  committing 
themselves  to  the  favorite  schemes  of  different 
latitudes. 

Such  ambition  sometimes  overleaps  itself.  The 
support  which  the  popular  sentiment  of  the  coun- 
try gives  to  General  Taylor's  noble  position  is  a 
cheering  indication.  It  is  full  of  promise  for  the 
future,  and  reminds  us  of  earlier  and  better  days. 
I  believe  that  the  people  will  bear  him  triumph- 
antly into  the  Presidency.  He  will  administer  the 
Government  with  a  strict  regard  to  the  Consti- 
tution; he  will  call  into  his  cabinet  the  ablest  of 
his  political  friends;  he  will  arrest  the  demoralizing 
practice  of  expelling  good  men  from  the  subordi- 
nate offices  to  put  ultra  partisans  in  their  place; 
and  will  return  to  the  better  rule  of  inquiring  as  to 
applicants,  "  Is  he  honest?  Is  he  capable?"  He 
will  restore  the  great  principles  which  belonged  to 
the  early  republican  Administrations,  and  will 
guide  the  country  into  a  high  career  of  prosperity 
and  glory. 

Mr.  H.  having  concluded — 

The  committee  rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  JlJarc/i  30,  1848. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  the  petition  of  Hall  J.  Kelly, 
asking  a  grant  of  land  in  Oregon,  for  services  ren- 
dered in  exploring  and  developing  the  resources  of 
that  country ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Maine,  praying  a  speedy  termination  of  the  war 
with  Mexico,  and  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia;  the  motion  to  receive  which 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Also,  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Erie  county.  New 
York,  expressing  their  belief  that  slavery  never 
had  any  constitutional  existence,  and  praying  the 
adoption  of  measures  for  its  abolition  throughout 
the  United  States. 


Mr.  HALE  moved  that  the  petition  be  received, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jediciary. 

Mr.  DOWNS  moved  that  the  motion  to  receive 
the  petition  be  laid  upon  the  table;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Mentz,  New  York,  praying  an  inquiry  into  the 
constitutionality  of  slavery,  and  the  propriety  of 
extending  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  every  in- 
habitant of  the  United  States.  He  thought  that 
this  petition  did  not  come  within  the  practice  of 
the  Senate  in  regard  to  abolition  petitions,  as  it  did 
not  ask  for  the  abolition  of  slavery.  He  thought 
it  due  to  the  petitioners  that  the  subject  should  re- 
ceive the  consideration  of  a  committee,  and  a  report 
be  made  which  would  enlighten  them  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  TURNEY  moved  that  the  motion  to  receive 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FIALE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  v/hich 
were  ordered ;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Asliley,  Atchison,  Bagby,  Breese, 
Butler,  Calhoun,  Davi:;  of  Mississippi,  DickiBson,  Dix,  Day- 
ton, Downs,  Douglas,  Hannegan,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Geor- 
gia, Jjewis,  Mangum,  Moor,  Niles,  Rusk,Turney,  Wescott» 
and  Yulce^ — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Baldwin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Hale, 
Miller,  Phelps,  Underwood,  and  Upham — 7. 

Mr.  PHELPS  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  praying  the  purchase  o! 
Mount  Vernon  by  the  Government;  which  Was 
laid  upon  the  table. 

WRECKS  OF  VESSELS. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  considered  by 
unanimous  consent  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  theTreasurybeinslructed 
to  cozjimunieate  to  the  Senate  such  information  as  he  may 
possess,  or  may  be  able  to  collect,  in  regard  to  wrecks  of 
vessels  belonging  to  the  United  Stalesduring  the  year  which- 
will  end  the  30lh  June  next,  designating  the  places  where 
such  wrecks  occurred,  the  time  when,  and  all  other  circum- 
stances attending  the  same  which  he  may  deem  useful. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private- 
Land  Claims,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Fredien  and  other  citi- 
zens of  Louisiana.  The  bill  was  read  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading,  and  the  report  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from-  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  William  McKenzie,  late  a  sea- 
man on  board  the  United  States  ship  Vincennes, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  H.  Willis, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

CONGRATULATIONS  TO  THE  FRENCH. 

The  following  joint  resolution  coming  up  in  its 
order,  it  was  read  a  second  time: 

Resolved  hythe  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  Jimerica  in  Compress  assembled.  That,  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  American  people,  the  congratula- 
tions of  Congress  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  people  of  France 
upon  their  success  in  their  recent  efforts  to  consolidate 
liberty,  by  imbodying  its  principles  in  a  republican  form  of. 
government. 

Rcsolied,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  requested  to  transmit  this  resolution  to  the 
American  minister  at  Paris,  with  instructions  to  present  it  to 
the  French  Government. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  then  moved  that  the  resolution 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  have  no  very  great  feeling  on 
the  subject  of  this  particular  motion.  I  do  not 
know,  sir,  that  it  will  make  a  great  deal  of  differ- 
ence whether  this  resolution  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  or  retained  by 
the  Senate  and  made  the  special  order  of  the  day 
for  a  day  in  future.  I  cannot  anticipate,  sir,  what 
may  or  may  not  be  the  opionion  of  the  ■members 
who  compose  that  committee  with  regard  to  this 
resolution.  I  will,  however,  presume  to  say,  that 
whatever  the  opinion  of  the  committee  may  be,  1 
doubt  not  they  will  afford  the  Senate  an  opportu- 
nity, by  a  report  on  the  subject,  to  express  its: 
opinion  upon  the  resolution  itself  or  the  principles 
embraced  in  it.  But,  sir,  it  does  not  seem  to  me 
to  be  one  of  those  propositions  which  require  the 
intervention  of  a  committee  previous  to  the  action 
of  the  Senate  upon  them.  It  is  an  isolated  prop- 
osition—without     detail— -witliout    complexity— 
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•which  is  presented  to  the  mind  of  every  Senator, 
and  il  is  therefore  of  a  character  which,  it  would 
seem  to  me,  must  render  it  totally  unnecessary  that 
it  should  be  referred  to  a  standing  or  even  a  select 
committee.  Near  the  beginning  of  this  session, 
sir,  a  resolution  was  submitted  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Calhoun]  in 
relation  to  what  ought  or  ought  not  to  be  the  policy 
of  theGovernmentof  the  United  States  with  regard 
to  Mexico.  That  resolution  looked  to  a  pending 
state  of  things,  and  was  in  its  very  nature  a  com- 
plex proposition.  It  was  so  much  so,  and  so  im- 
mediately connected  with  the  action  of  our  Govern- 
ment, that  I  thought — with  great  deference  to  the 
better  opinion  of  others,  however — that  it  would  be 
most  wise,  most  circumspect,  in  every  way  most 
judicious,  that  a  resolution  of  that  import — in  full 
view  of  the  actual  relations  which  this  country 
bore  to  Mexico,  at  the  moment  the  resolution  was 
introduced — should  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations.  But  the  honorable  mover 
of  the  resolution  deemed  it  totally  unnecessary  that 
any  such  reference  should  be  made,  and  seemed  to 
consider  the  motion  to  refer  as  a  motion  hostile  to 
the  resolution,  and  as  an  indirect  attempt  to  evade 
the  consideration  of  it  by  the  Senate.  He  therefore 
opposed  the  reference,  and  opposed  it  with  reasons 
so  good,  in  the  judgment  of  a  majority  of  the  Sen- 
ate, that  his  opposition  prevailed,  and  the  reference 
was  not  made  according  to  the  motion. 

The  proposition  which  I  have  submitted  is  a 
simple,  isolated  proposition;  it  presents  a  solitary 
question  to  the  minds  of  the  Senate,  unembarrassed 
and  unelaborated  by  any  details;  a  question  on 
which  no  committee  can  enlighten  the  Senate  other- 
wise than  by  making  a  report  and  presenting  an 
argument  for  or  against  the  specific  proposition 
contained  in  the  resolution.  I  therefore  trust  that 
this  reference  will  not  be  made,  but  that  the  Sen- 
ate will  retain  possession  of  the  resolution,  and  fix 
a  day  on  which  it  will  take  it  up  for  consideration, 
and  dispose  of  it  in  the  usual  form  by  a  formal 
vote  of  the  body.  Still,  sir,  I  shall  not  only  do 
that  which  I  am  obliged  to  do — acquiesce  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Senate  upon  the  subject — but  I 
shall  do  it  without  any  further  complaint  of  that 
judgment,  than  that  such  a  course  may  look  like  an 
unwillingness  on  the  part  of  the  body  to  meet  this 
question  upon  the  responsibility  of  its  members.  1 
shall  not  occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate  any  longer. 
Should  it  be  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  that  the 
resolution  be  referred,  I  trust  that  the  committee 
to  which  it  is  so  referred  will  report  it  back  in  such 
a  form  as  to  give  the  Senate  the  command  of  the 
question,  and  not  withhold  it  too  long,  to  enable 
us  to  fix  a  day  for  its  final  consideration. 

1  am  not  going  into  a  discussion  of  the  question 
presented  in  this  resolution  now.  If  I  were  ever 
80  much  desirous  of  doing  so,  and  the  Senate  ever 
so  much  desirous  of  granting  me  the  honor  of  its 
attention,  still  the  cold  which  I  have  would  prevent 
me  t'rom  doing  so  at  present;  but  I  will  state,  that 
if  any  member  of  this  body  supposes  that  this  res- 
olution originated  inconsiderately,  without  a  just 
appreciation,  as  far  as  my  mind  could  appreciate 
such  an  important  object,  without  a  just  apprecia- 
tion of  the  efi'ect  of  its  passage,  those  who  enter- 
tain this  supposition  are  much  mistaken.  I  duly 
considered  this  matter  in  all  its  forms  and  aspects;- 
and  never  in  my  whole  life  have  I  embraced  any 
proposition  with  a  more  thorough  approbation  of 
my  heart  and  my  mind,  than  that  which  I  have 
submiit(;d  in  the  form  of  this  resolution.  I  think, 
sir,  that  I  know  what  I  am  about;  I  think  that, 
when  I  undertake  to  submit  a  resolution  to  ex- 
press, through  the  instrumentality  of  the  two 
riou.ses  of  Congress,  the  approval  of  the  Ameri- 
CJin  people  of  this  great  movement  in  Europe,  I 
know  what  I  am  about.  But,  sir,  as  I  f-aid  before, 
1  will  not  go  into  this  matter  now;  but  I  hope  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  going  into  it  in  all  its 
depths,  oven  to  its  rlrepest  foundations.  It  was 
remarked  by  a  distinzuishod  intmber  of  this  body 
not  long  since,  that  we,  now-a-days,  hear  but  little 
said  upon  the  great  elementary  truths  of  public  lib- 
erty ;  that  the  subject  seemed  to  be  forgotten. 
Here,  sir,  is  an  occasion  for  reviving  and  i-eview- 
ing  the  elementary  principles  of  public  liberty;  and 
I  desire,  for  one,  to  coniribute  my  humble  elVorts 
to  remedy  this  evil  of  which  we  have  hfard  so 
much  complaint — that  in  our  discussions  here  the 
public  mind  has  seldom  been  directed  to  the  great 
question  of  liberty — that  we  were  distracted  with 
ideas  of  conquest,  and  had   lost  sight  of  ideas  of 


liberty.  When  this  discussion  sliall  come  up,  I 
desire  to  go  into  this  rich  subject,  and  to  remedy 
that  defect  in  our  discussions  which  we  have  heard 
of  not  long  since  in  this  Senate.  And  I  shall  hope 
to  have  the  aid,  or  rathing  something  more  than 
the  aid,  of  much  abler  men  than  myself  upon  this 
floor;  for  I  will  not  presume  that  any  man,  affect- 
ing to  represent  the  American  peojile,  would  be 
unwilling  to  say  on  their  behalf  that  they  congrat- 
ulate the  French  people  upon  the  establishment  of 
the  liberties  of  France.  I  will  anticipate  no  such 
result.  1  shall  not  ask  the  yeas  and  nays  upon 
the  motior  to  refer;  but  I  will  hope  that  the  Senate 
will  not  refer  this  resolution  to  a  committee. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  wish,  sir,  to  ofl'er  an  amend- 
ment, and  1  beg  to  say  a  few  words  in  reference  to 
it.  When  we  were  counselled  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  establish  a  mission  to  Rome 
on  account  of  the  occurrence  of  "recent  political 
events,"  there  was  a  good  deal  of  discussion  as  to 
what  the  Pope  had  done.  An  honorable  Senator 
from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Foote]  thought  that  the 
Pope  had  done  a  great  deal,  whilst,  on  the  other 
hand,  an  honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
[Mr.  Badger]  thought  that  his  Holiness  had  as 
yet  accomplished  very  little.  In  the  case  now  be- 
fore us,  I  think  it  must  be  admitted  that  something 
has  been  done.  The  French  revolution  has  not 
been  altogether  fruitless.  It  presents  something 
tangible.  I  propose,  sir,  that  our  resolutions  of 
congratulation  should  have  some  meaning,  and, 
therefore,  submit  the  following  amendment  to  the 
resolutions  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio: 

Add  in  the  8tli  line,  after  the  word  government,  these 
word;:: 

"  And  nianifestin?  the  pinoerity  of  their  purpose  by  insti- 
tuting iiR-asures  for  the  iininediate  emancipation  of  the  slaves 
of  all  the  colonies  of  the  republic." 

When  we  send  such  a  resolution  as  that,  sir,  the 
French  people  will  be  informed  of  the  object  of 
our  sympathy.  It  will  assure  them  that  in  our 
judgment  they  have  indeed  done  something  tangi- 
ble in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  humanity,  on  ac- 
count of  which  the  heart  of  the  American  people 
is  filled  with  joy  and  gladness.  The  French  peo- 
ple have  not  made  a  mere  empty  declaration  of 
their  attachment  to  the  cause  of  liberty.  They 
have  not  declared  the  people  free,  and  yet  retained 
their  fellow-creatures  in  bondage.  They  have  thus 
done  sotnething  which  deserves  the  congratula- 
tions of  the  whole  world.  I  move  that  the  amend- 
ment be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  do  not  perceive  any  necessity 
for  the  reference  of  the  resolution,  and  as  it  is  ob- 
vious that  there  must  be  some  debate,  I  think  that 
the  better  course  will  be  to  fix  a  day  for  its  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  HALE.  For  myself,  I  should  prefer  the 
course  indicated  by  the  Senator  from  Louisiana, 
but  I  made  the  motion  to  refer  in  order  to  meet  the 
views  of  my  friend  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Bald- 
win.] 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  do  not  perceive  the  slight- 
est necessity  for  referring  this  resolution  to  the 
committee,  and  on  that  point  I  entirely  concur 
with  the  views  of  the  mover  of  it.  The  resolution 
is  simple;  it  requires  no  examination  of  details, 
and  the  Senate  is  just  as  competent  to  form  an 
opinion  of  its  merits  as  any  committee  can  possi- 
bly be. 

I  do  not  intend  to  enter  at  present  into  the  great 
question  presented  in  the  resolution.  To  act  upon 
it  now,  would,  in  my  judgment,  be  premature. 
The  people  of  France  Jiave  done  miich.  They 
have  made  a  mighty  revolution.  They  have  over- 
thrown an  old  and  powerful  monarchy,  and  de- 
creed the  establishment  of  a  republic.  All  this 
they  have  accomplished  in  a  very  short  period, 
and  without  any  extraordinary  bloodshed  or  con- 
fusion. It  is  indeed  calculated  to  excite  our  won- 
der, and,  so  far  as  the  aim  of  the  French  people 
extends,  our  lively  sympathy.  But  the  time  has  not 
yet  arrived  for  congratulation.  Much  remains  to 
be  done.  The  real  work  to  be  performed  is  yet 
before  them.  They  have  decreed  a  republic,  but 
it  remains  for  them  to  establish  a  republic.  If  the 
French  fieoplc  shall  succeed  in  that — if  they  shall 
prove  themselves  to  be  as  wise  in  constructing  a 
proper  constitution,  as  they  have  proved  them- 
selves to  be  skillful  in  demolishing  the  old  form  of 
government — if  they  shall  really  form  a  constitution 
which  shall  on  one  hand  guard  against  violence 
and  anarchy,  and  on  the  other  agamst  oppression 


of  the  people,  they  will  have  achieved,  indeed,  a 
great  work.  They  will  then  be  entitled  to  the  con- 
gratulations, not  only  of  this  country,  but  of  the 
whole  civilized  world.  But  if  they  fail,  what  then? 
What  then  ?  Can  there  be  a  more  important  in- 
quiry.' If  France  fail,  under  what  form  of  gov- 
ernment will  she  find  herself?  1  suppose  it'will 
be  out  of  the  question  to  go  bock  to  a  constitutional 
monarchy.  The  Bourboii  family  in  all  its  branches, 
is,  I  take  it,  now  odious  to  the  French  people.  They 
will  hardly  think  of  reinstating  the  old  imperial 
dynasty  of  Napoleon.  An  aristocracy  they  can- 
not think  of;  and  what  then  must  be  the  result,  if 
they  fail  to  establish  a  republic.'  If  it  come  to 
contests  within,  or  wars  without — if  it  shall  be 
necessary  to  resort  to  force,  to  repress  internal  dis- 
cord, or  overcome  foreign  assailants — quite  a  pos- 
sible case — France  may  find  herself  in  the  embrace 
of  a  military  despotism.  Such  a  result  would  fur- 
nish no  ground  for  congratulation  either  on  our 
part,  or  that  of  the  civilized  world. 

This  is,  indeed,  a  mighty  movement.  It  is  preg- 
nant with  mighty  consequences.  Whether  tJte 
result  shall  prove  to  be  a  blessing  or  a  curse  to 
France  and  the  world,  depends  upon  what  is  com- 
ing, rather  than  upon  what  has  been  already  done. 
A  revolution  in  itself  is  not  a  blessing.  The  rev- 
olution accomplished  by  the  French  people  is  in- 
deed a  wonderful  event — the  most  striking,  in  my 
opinion,  in  history;  but  it  may  lead  to  events 
which  will  make  it  a  vnighty  evil.  It  is  therefore 
premature  to  offer  our  congratulations  merely  upon 
a  revolution.  We  must  look  to  the  consequences 
and  the  end.  We  must  await  the  termination  of 
the  movement.  I  wisli  well  to  France — sincerely 
do  I  wish  her  well!  There  is  no  man  that  breathes 
who  has  a  deeper  or  more  profound  love  of  consti- 
tutional government  than  I  have — not  one.  But  I 
have  never  known  a  period  when  there  was  so 
great  a  necessity  for  wise,  deliberate,  cautious  pro- 
cedure. Great  events  are  before  us.  There  lives 
not  the  man  who  can  say  what  another  year  may 
bring  forth. 

I  offer  no  opinion  as  to  the  success  or  failure  of 
the  French  people  in  this  effort.  I  see  tremendous 
difliculties  in  the  way  of  success — difficulties  re- 
sulting from  the  social  condition  of  France,  and 
the  composition  of  her  people.  I  see,  on  the  other 
hand,  a  good  deal  of  encouragement.  The  suc- 
cess of  the  French  people  will,  in  my  opinion,  de- 
pend, at  least  in  a  very  high  degree,  upon  the  fact 
whether  she  can  prevent  war — that  again  depend- 
ing upon  two  circumstances:  one,  whether  she 
may  have  the  self-control  to  abstain  from  improper 
interference  with  surrounding  countries;  the  other, 
whether  they  may  have  the  moderation  and  good 
sense  to  abstain  from  assailing  France.  Thus  far 
the  leading  Power  of  Europe  has  certainly  dis- 
covered great  good  sense  and  foresight.  Great 
Britain  has  done  as  she  ought  to  have  done;  and  I 
trust  that  every  other  Power  in  Europe  will  stand 
and  look  on;  giving  France  a  fair  opportunity  to 
consummate  the  great  work  in  which  she  has  en- 
gaged. It  is  due  to  France,  to  the  civilized  world, 
and  to  themselves,  that  European  Powers  should 
observe  strict  non-interference.  If  she  succeed,  it 
will  be  an  admonition  to  all  Europe,  that  the  time 
has  arrived  when  they  must  agree  to  yield  to  lib- 
erty in  a  constitutional  and  stable  form.  Thrones 
will  fade  away,  and  freedom  and  republican  insti- 
tutions become  the  order  of  the  day.  If,  on  the 
contrary,  standing  aloof  and  avoiding  all  contest, 
France  shall  fail  in  this  great  undertaking,  after  a 
fair  trial,  without  the  interference  of  other  Powers, 
it  will  do  more  to  put  down  liberty  under  a  repub- 
lican form  pf  government,  than  any  other  event 
which  could  occur. 

Now,  I  think  that  it  is  due  all  round,  that  there 
shall  be  a  fair  trial.  The  first  step  to  that,  in  my 
ojiinion,  consists  in  quiet  looking  on,  and  as  little 
interference  as  possible.  To  France,  the  jjeople 
everywhere  will  extend  their  sympathy;  but  1  do 
contend  that  the  governments  themselves  ought  to 
be  prudent  and  abstemious  in  the  expression  of 
their  sentiments.  If  we,  as  a  Government,  extend 
our  congratulations  in  this  formal  and  solemn  man- 
ner, others  may  take  the  opposite  and  denunciatory 
course,  and  between  the  two,  that  result  will  be 
produced  which  must  inevitably  overthrow  the 
revolution— an  appeal  to  arms.  That  is  one  reason 
why  this  Government,  looking  to  the  interests  of 
France  alone,  and  with  the  kindest  feeling,  ought 
to  be  cautious  and  abstemious  in  making  a  move. 
My  opinion,  then,  is,  that  the  wisest  course  will 
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be  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table,  expressly  on 
the  ground  that  it  is  premature.  The  circumstan- 
ces by  which  we  ought  to-be  regulated  in  express- 
ing or  withholding  our  congratulations,  have  not 
yet  presented  themselves.  When  these  circum- 
stances do  occur,  the  time  for  taking  up  the  sub- 
ject will  have  arrived.  We  know  that  a  national 
convention,  called  by  the  provisional  government, 
is  to  assemble  about  the  middle  of  the  next  month. 

Mr.  BENTON,  (in  his  seat.)  It  will  meet  on 
the  20th  of  next  month. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  Let  us  await  that  important 
event.  Let  us  await  the  action  of  the  convention. 
That  will  be  wise  and  prudent.  Let  us  not  act 
with  precipitation.  I  move,  then,  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment 
that  I  may  make  a  single  remark? 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  cannot  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion. 

The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  being  seconded, 
they  were  ordered,  and  were  taken  with  the  follow- 
ing result: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bagby,  BHidwin,  Benton.  Berrien,  Butler, 
Calhoun,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Hunter,  Mangum, 
Miller,  Flielps,  Uphani,  and  Yulee— 14. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Atherton.  Brad- 
bury, Breese,  Cass,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Dickinson,  Dix,  Douglas,  Downs,  Felch,  Foote, 
Hale,  Hannegan,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson 
of  Georgia,  Lawis,  Moor,  Niles,  Rusk,  Spruance,  Turney, 
Underwood,  and  Westcott — 29. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table 
was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  On  a  great  question  like  this,  I 
would  not  be  guilty  of  the  petty  trickery  of  trying 
to  force  a  vote  of  the  Senate,  under  the  impulse  of 
a  great  feeling  recently  excited  by  so  great  an 
event.  I  do  not  desire  the  thoughtless,  unreason- 
able judgment  of  the  Senate,  if  this  body  can  be 
supposed  to  be  capable  of  such  a  judgment  upon 
such  a  proposition  as  this.  I  seek  the  deliberate 
judgment  of  the  Senate,  in  full  view  of  all  the  facts 
upon  which  that  judgment  is  to  be  founded;  and  in 
order  that  there  may  be  time  for  that  judgment  to 
be  made  up,  I  move  that  the  resolution  be  made 
the  special  order  of  the  day  for  the  first  Monday 
in  May. 

Mr.  BALDWIN.  There  is  a  motion  to  refer 
now  pending. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion  is 
to  postpone  till  the  first  Monday  in  May. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland.  I  understand 
that  the  motion  was  to  make  the  resolution  the 
special  order  for  that  day. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Does  not  the  motion  to 
refer  take  precedence.' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion  to 
postpone  is  first  in  order. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  concur  entirely  with 
the  remarks  made  by  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina; but  I  voted  against  his  motion  to  lay  the 
resolution  upon  the  table,  because  I  conceive  it 
placed  me  in  a  false  position.  If  we  had  laid  the 
resolution  upon  the  table,  it  would  have  been  an 
act  from  which  inferences  might  have  been  drawn 
unfavorable  to  tliose  who  so  voted,  in  reference  to 
their  sympathy  with  the  great  movement  which 
has  been  made  by  the  people  of  France,  and  I  am 
free  to  admit  that  my  heart  is  with  them  in  every 
step  which  they  have  taken.  I  have  rejoiced  in 
every  movement  which  the  French  people  have 
made,  from  time  to  time,  with  the  view  to  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  republic.  But  although  these 
have  been  my  feelings,  and  now  are  my  feelings, 
strongly  cherished,  I  am  admonished  to  caution 
by  the  fact,  that  in  all  their  former  efforts  they  have 
signally  failed.  That  signal  failure,  heretofore, 
admonishes  me  of  the  propriety  of  observing  that 
prudence  and  caution  recommended  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina.  I  think  with  him,  that  it 
is  wise  to  await  the  result  of  this  great  movement. 
If  France  succeed,  her  example  will  be  followed, 
I  doubt  not,  by  more  than  the  half  of  Europe.  If 
she  fail,  not  only  may  the  chains  of  monarchy  be 
riveted  more  closely  in  Europe,  but  her  failure 
may  seriously  affect  the  safety  of  republican  insti- 
tutions throughout  the  world. 

Now,  what  ought  to  be  done?  It  seems  to  me, 
as  we  are  notified  through  the  press  that  the  elec- 
tions in  France  will  shortly  take  place,  that  the 
National  Convention  will  soon  assemble,  and  that 


as  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  that  body  will 
reach  us  before  we  adjourn,  we  ought  to  await 
the  event,  before,  as  a  Government,  we  give  ex- 
pression to  our  opinions.  In  the  mean  time,  it  will 
be  quite  becoming  in  any  of  us,  as  citizens,  to 
tender  our  congratulations  to  the  French  people  in 
this  movement.  Entertaining  these  views,  and  as 
there  is  no  pro.<!pect  that  we  shall  obtain  the  result 
of  the  labors  of  the  French  convention  on  or  before 
the  day  named  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  I  move 
to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  till 
the  first  Monday  in  June. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  regret  that  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  has  consented  to  the  postponement  of  his 
resolution  till  the  first  Monday  in  May.  In  my 
opinion,  the  events  which  have  already  transpired 
fully  justify  us  in  expressing  our  sympathies  with 
the  Frenoh  people,  and  that  there  is  no  good  rea- 
son for  deferring  our  congratulations  till  May. 
The  same  argument  which  is  now  urged  against 
our  action  till  May  might  then  require  the  post- 
ponement of  the  resolution  until  December,  and 
then  for  a  series  of  years.  I  do  not  suppose  that 
the  people  of  France  will  be  able  to  reduce  their 
system  of  government  to  perfection  either  by  the 
1st  of  May  or  during  the  present  year.  The 
change  of  an  old  form  of  government  to  a  new  one 
— the  organization  of  the  various  departments  of 
the  Government — the  putting  of  the  whole  ma- 
chinery into  operation — the  familiarizing  of  the 
people  to  the  new  order  of  things — is  the  work  of 
time.  But  they  have  made  a  beginning.  They 
have  made  a  glorious  beginning.  It  is,  indeed,  a 
wonderful  achievement,  and  forces  our  ad  miration. 
A  revolution  accomplished  in  three  days,  almost 
without  bloodshed,  by  moral  force,  and  with  no 
other  weapons  than  hymns  of  liberty  and  shouts 
of  "Down  with  the  King!"  "Down  with  the 
ministry!"  We  have  before  us  the  first  acts  of 
the  provisional  government,  and  in  my  judgment 
they  present  sufficient  ground  for  hope  and  confi- 
dence that  the  Government  will  be  able  to  carry 
out  what  they  have  begun,  with  sobriety,  wisdom, 
and  determination.  In  looking  over  the  decrees 
issued  by  the  provisional  government  from  day  to 
day,  it  appears  to  me  that  human  wisdom  could 
not  have  devised  a  more  prudent  course  than  they 
have  adopted.  They  intend  to  effect  a  radical 
revolution.  They  design  to  make  the  new  Gov- 
ernment republican  in  all  its  principles  and  forms; 
and  they  have  commenced  the  work  in  a  manner 
which  discovers  that  the  men  engaged  in  it  under- 
stand their  business.  Never — if  we  except  the 
Continental  Congress — has  a  body  of  men  assem- 
bled, which  has  discovered  so  much  skill  and  wis- 
dom as  has  thus  far  characterized  their  proceed- 
ings. . 
"Why,  then,  I  ask,  should  we  defer  our  con- 
gratulations? What  credit  shall  we  reflect  upon 
ourselves,  or  what  support  shall  we  render  to 
France,  if  we  withhold  our  sympathy  and  our  con- 
gratulations until  the  struggle  is  over?  Now  is 
the  time,  when  our  sympathies  are  needed.  Now 
is  (he  time  when  we  should  extend  all  the  encour- 
agement and  support  which  the  expression  of  our 
feelings  may  afford.  Now  is  the  time  when  the 
people  of  France  deserve  our  sympathy.  Now  is 
the  time  when  our  sympathy  should  be  given. 
They  would  not  thank  us  for  it  after  the  struggle 
is  over  and  the  great  work  is  completed.  We  pro- 
pose to  make  our  sympathy  dependent  upon  their 
success!  I  suppose  if  they  fail  we  are  to  regard 
them  as  rebels,  and  that  it  is  only  in  the  event  of 
their  success  that  they  are  to  be  regarded  as  pa- 
triots! Our  judgment  with  respect  to  the  great 
movement  in  which  France  is  engaged  is  to  de- 
pend upon  their  success,  and  not  upon  the  work 
Itself!  I  do  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  who  says  that  if  the  people  of 
France  fail,  the  failure  will  do  more  injury  to  the 
cause  of  liberty  than  any  event  which  can  possibly 
take  place.  If  they  fail  now,  you  will  lind  that 
another  movement  will  be  generated  which  will 
bring  success  with  it.  This  is  the  first  step.  It 
may  be  that  they  may  leap  at  a  single  bound  from 
a  monarcy  to  a  republic^ — from  comparative  des- 
potism to  freedom.  It  may  be  that  it  will  require 
a  slower,  a  more  protracted  process,  interrupted 
and  embarrassed  by  difficulties,  subjecting  them  to 
trials  and  sacrifices.  The  revolution  may  be  the 
work  of  years.  But  whatever  may  be  the  process, 
alow  or  rapid,  our  sympathies  are  with  France  in 
this  glorious  work,  and  the  utterance  of  these  sym- 
pathiesshould  be  prompt,  full,  and  cordial.     The 


fact  that  the  people  of  France  have  dethroned  the 
King  and  peacefully  decreed  a  republic — the  fact 
that  they  have  abolished  all  titles  and  orders  of 
nobility — the  fact  that  they  have  decreed  universal 
suffrage  to  France — the  fact  that  they  have  been 
enabled  to  act  with  such  a  spirit  of  moderation  and 
wisdom  as  to  combine  all  classes,  parlies,  and  fac- 
tions in  France — the  church,  the  army,  the  navy — 
in  one  bond  of  brotherhood,  acting  in  concert  and 
with  unanimity  in  support  of  thecommon  cause, 
inspires  great  confidence  in  the  success  of  the 
movement,  and  I  am  unwilling  to  dampen  that 
hope  by  the  expression  of  any  doubts  here.  The 
presentation  of  this  resolution,  and  its  postpone- 
ment for  the  reason  stated,  that  we  doubted  the 
success  of  the  revolution,  and  that  it  was  not  yet 
safe  or  prudent  to  express  our  sympathy,  will  have 
the  effect  of  casting  a  shade  upon  this  movement. 
I  have  no  fear  of  the  alternative  presented  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  that  the  expression 
of  our  sympathy  and  congratulations  may  elicit 
counter-expressions  from  other  Governments.  If 
Russia,  Prussia,  and  Austria  wish  to  is.sue  denun- 
ciatory declarations,  let  them  do  so.  Are  the  peo- 
ple of  France  likely  to  be  deterred  by  any  decla- 
rations from  such  sources?  Not  at  all,  But  they 
do  feel  deeply  interested  to  know  what  republican 
America  thinks  of  this  movement,  because  the 
United  States  of  America  is  the  only  republic  upon 
earth,  or  the  only  one  that  deserves  the  same.  All 
republicans  throughout  the  world  have  their  eyes 
fixed  upon  us.  Here  is  their  model.  Our  success 
is  the  foundation  of  all  their  hopes.  Shall  we,  then, 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  voice  that  comes  to  us  from 
France?  Shall  we  hold  a  silent  tongue?  Shall  we 
hesitate?  Shall  we  cast  a  damper  on  their  hopes 
by  expressing  a  doubt  of  their  success? 

I  am  opposed  to  withholding  or  deferring  the 
expression  of  our  sympathy  and  Our  confidence.  I 
believe  that  it  is  important  that  we  should  act,  and 
act  now.  The  prompt  action  of  our  minister  in 
Paris  presents  an  additional  reason  for  the  im- 
mediate passage  of  the  resolution.  Our  minister 
showed  that  he  thought  he  was  safe  in  acting  in 
advance  of  express  instructions  from  his  Govern- 
ment, and  that  he  was  but  expressing  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  and  Government  whom  he 
represented  in  tendering  his  congratulations.  I 
believe  he  did  express  the  feelings  and  sentiments 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  I  am  unwil- 
ling, by  the  postponement  of  this  resolution,  to 
evince  any  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  his  conduct. 
I  make  this  remark  not  on  his  account,  but  in  order 
to  show  the  necessity  of  putting  ourselves  right. 
Why  should  we  postpone  the  resolution  till  May? 
We  cannot  have  learned  by  that  time  the  action  of 
the  convention.  Are  we  to  await  the  action  of 
that  body?  Surely  not.  Surely  we  are  not  to  be 
restrained  from  rejoicing  in  what  has  been  already 
done,  till  we  see  the  work  completed.  I  believe 
that  the  work  is  indeed  begun,  and  that  the  end 
will  be  certain  triumph,  sooner  or  later,  and  I  pray 
that  it  may  be  achieved  in  the  shortest  time. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  fully  concur  in  all  that  has 
been  said  by  my  friend  from  Illinois,  as  to  the  un- 
reasonableness of  awaiting  the  action  of  the  French 
convention.  My  desire  is,  that  the  resolution  should 
be  passed  as  speedily  as  possible.  In  naming  the 
first  Monday  in  May,  my  object  was  to  meet,  if 
possible,  the  convenience  and  wishes  of  others, 
some  of  whom  desired  a  later  day  and  some  an 
earlier  day.  But  it  is  impossible  to  fix  a  day  agree- 
able to  all;  and,  as  I  wish  speedy  action,  I  shall 
modify  my  motion  so  as  to  substitute  for  the  first 
Monday  in  May  the  second  Monday  in  April. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  rose,  and  being  recognized 
by  the  Presiding  Oflicer,  was  about  to  address  the 
Senate,  when 

Mr.  FOOTE,  who  had  also  ri.sen  at  the  same 
moment,  requested  the  Senator  from  Indiana  to 
yield  the  flloor  for  a  very  few  moments. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.  If  I  surrender  the  floor  to 
my  friend  from  Mississippi,  the  inevitable  result 
must  be,  that  I  will  be  obliged  to  yield  to  every 
other  gentleman  who  may  desire  it.  It  is  evident 
that  this  debate,  if  it  proceed ,  will  occupy  the  whole 
day;  and  as  there  is  Executive  business  which 
requires  the  action  of  the  Senate,  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  make  the  motion,  with  great  reluctance, 
that  the  Senate  now  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  ExeAitive  business. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  Let  the  vote  be  taken  on 
the  postponement  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.     I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot 
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consent   that  the  debate  should  proceed,  as  it  is 
obvious  tliai  it  will  be  protracted. 

Ti>e  motion  being  temporarily  withdrawn,  \ 

Mr.  FOOTE  rose  and  said:  I  would  not,  of 
course,  in  the  circumstances,  think  of  detaining 
the  Senate  by  any  extended  remarks;  but  1  do 
re-jret  that  the  Senator  from  Indiana  could  not 
deem  it  consistent  with  his  duly  to  yield  the  floor 
in  order  to  afford  me  an  opportunity  of  making  a 
few  observations  on  a  subject  so  important,  in 
every  aspect,  as  that  which  has  just  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  Senate,  particularly  when  otlier 
members,  entertaining  views  adverse  to  those  wliich 
he  and  I  hold,  had  been  heard  at  length.  1  wish 
it  to  be  understood,  that  in  my  opinion,  the  public 
sentiment  of  (his  country  on  this  subject  is  ma- 
tured. The  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  as  I 
understand,  desired  a  postponement  of  the  resolu- 
tion till  the  public  sentiment  had  been  matured. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  Not  at  all.  I  said  that  I 
desired  a  postponement  of  the  resolution  till  we 
had  an  opjiortuuity  of  judging  whether  the  move- 
ment in  France  was  a  subject  of  congratulation  or 
not. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Well,  sir,  I  think  that  the  events 
which  have  already  occurred  fully  justify  all  that 
is  contemplated  in  the  resolution.  I  believe  that 
the  American  people  have  looked  to  this  matter, 
and  understand  it  perfectly.  In  my  opinion,  the 
enlightened  instincts  of  this  free  people  have  al- 
ready seitled  the  question,  so  far  as  the  great  body 
of  the  people  could  settle  it.  It  would  be  impos- 
sible to  find  anywhere  throughout  this  broad  land 
an  assemblage  of  the  people  in  which  it  would  be 
at  all  necessary  to  awaken  their  interest  or  inform 
their  understanding  by  any  discussion  of  the  rev- 
olution in  France.  The  excellent  remarks  of  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  render  it  unnecessary  to  enter 
into  any  argument  against  the  postponement  of  our 
action  on  the  resolution  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  Ohio;  nor  would  I  have  said  a  word  on  the 
subject,  but  for  the  fact  that  the  organ  of  a  large 
and  respectable  party,  published  in  this  city,  has, 
in  the  most  solemn  and  formal  manner,  expressed 
sentiments  hostile  to  the  movements  in  favor  of 
freedom  in  France.  That  organ  is  supposed  to 
represent  the  views  and  sentiments  of  a  large  body 
of  American  freemen,  and  having  in  this  imposing 
manner  uttered  its  denunciatory  declaration,  the 
impression  is  likely  to  be  made  on  the  French 
people  that  there  are  those  in  the  United  States 
•who  do  not  sympathize  with  them  in  their  struggle 
for  liberty.  In  addition  to  that,  a  member  of  this 
Senate,  whose  reputation  and  influence  are  diffused 
throughout  the  world,  has  not  hesitated  to  express 
his  apprehension  as  to  the  result  of  the  present 
movements  in  France.  Indeed,  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  has  gone  so  far  as  to  say  that  every 
effort  hitherto  made  to  establish  freedom  in  France 
has  been  a  "  signal  failure."  From  that  opinion  I 
dissent  entirely,  and  at  the  proper  time  I  intend  to 
be  heard  on  the  subject.  I  beg  the  Senator,  then, 
to  prepare  himself  for  a  friendly  contest  on  that 
point.  I  am  prepared  to  show  that  the  march  to 
freedom  in  France  has  been  steadily  onward  during 
the  last  fifty  years — that  not  a  single  retrograde 
movement  has  been  made,  so  far  as  the  progress 
of  the  great  principles  of  lii)erty  is  concerned — 
and  that,  even  under  the  imperial  government, 
these  great  principles  were  continually  in  the  ad- 
vance. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  have  no  doubt  that  I 
did  use  the  expression  just  alluded  to  by  the  Sen- 
ator, but  it  was  too  broad,  and  is  liable  to  a  con- 
struction which  1  would  not  attempt  to  sustain.  I 
did  not  intend  to  convey  the  idea  that  no  advance 
had  been  igade  in  France  in  regard  to  the  princi- 
ple.i  of  lilierty.  On  the  contrary,  i  am  of  course 
aware  that  great  progress  has  been  made  in  that 
respect.  But  my  idea  was,  that  all  attempts  to 
establish  a  repuljjican  form  of  government  have 
heretofore  been  failures. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  am  glad  that  an  opportunity 
has  been  afforded  the  honorable  Senator  of  explain- 
ing his  language,  which  wus  certainly  liable  to 
serious  miscoiiHtruction,  both  here  and  elsewhere, 
Hia  explanation,  given  with  characteristic  manli- 
ness, is  satisfactory  to  me,  and  must  be  so  to  all. 
1  am  pleased  to  find  that  his  seniimcnis  and  mine 
correspond  so  perfectly.  I  will  not  detain  the 
Senate  longer.  I  have  risen  only  to  say  thitt  1  am 
prepared  for  action  on  the  resolution.  In  my  opin- 
ion, we  should  not  hesitate.  To  doubt, is  to  damn 
the  cause  of  freedom  in  France.     Our  minister,  in 


the  noble  sjiirit  which  becomes  an  American  free- 
I  man,  and  with  something  of  the  moral  sublime  in 
action,  presuming  that  the  American  people  would 
I  not  hesitate  on  such  a  question,  has  tendered,  in  our 
;  name,  his  congratulations  to  the  republic  of  France, 
j  Shall  we  now  be  laggard  in  this  good  cause?     Let 
r  us  emulate  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Jelferson,  who  hail- 
ed  the   French   revolutionists  of  a  former  day  as 
brothers  and  patriots,  at  a  time  when  all  the  Euro- 
[  pean  Powers  denounced  them  as  rebels .'    I  am  pre- 
:  pared   to  sustain  our  minister,  and  deprecate  the 
transmission  of  any  intelligence  which  might  indi- 
j  cate  the  slightest  disagreement  in  this  body  on  the 
great  subject  of  the  liberty  of  France.     Of  course 
j  I  will  not  now  enter  at  all  upon  any  discussion  of 
the  question.     I  rose  simply  to  protest,  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  against  the  sentiments  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  and  to  challenge,  courteously,  those 
who  entertain  them  to  courteous  moral  combat. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.  There  is  a  case  of  indi- 
vidual liberty  now  pressing  us  rather  more  closely 
than  this  question  of  public  liberty,  which  we  will 
have  ample  time  to  discuss,  and  I  therefore  renew 
my  motion. 

The  resolution  was  then  passed  over  informally, 
and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
Executive  business. 

At  a  late  hour,  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 
The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  March  3],  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
The  bill  to  extend  to  John  J.  Adam  a  patent  for 
flatteningcylinder  window  glass,  which  was  report- 
ed to  the  House  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Friday  last,  and  which  has  since  been  lying 
over,  was  taken  up;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEPHENS,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut, 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  private  calendar,  (Mr.  Stanton,  of 
Tennessee,  in  the  chair.) 

The  first  bill  taken  up  was  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Gideon,  which,  after  some  debate  by  Messrs. 
DANIEL,  ROCKWELL  of  Connecticut,  and 
GIDDINGS,  was  amended,  and  laid  aside  to  be 
reported  to  the  House. 

The  next  bill  taken  up  was  for  the  relief  of  the 
securities  of  Elijah  J.  Weed,  late  quartermaster  of 
marines,  deceased;  and,  after  some  debate  by 
Messrs.  DANIEL,  POLLOCK,  GIDDINGS, 
McKAY,  BOWLIN,  CROWELL,  THOMAS, 
and  STEPHENS— 

.  Mr.  McKAY  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  aside 
to  be  reported  to  the  House,  with  the  recommenda- 
tion that  it  do  not  pass:  Ayes  62,  noes  44. 

A  quorum  not  voting,  the  CHAIRMAN  ordered 
the  Clerk  to  call  the  roll,  in  compliance  with  the 
126th  rule,  in  order  that  the  names  of  the  absentees 
might  be  reported  to  the  House,  to  be  entered  on 
the  Journal;  which  having  been  done — 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jacob  Gideon  as  amended,  and  that  the 
committee,  on  the  division  of  a  question  on  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  securities  of  Elijah  J.  Weed, 
ifcc,  found  itself  without  a  quorum,  and  that  the 
roll  had  been  called. 

The  SPEAKER,  in  compliance  with  the  rule, 
ordered  the  names  of  the  absentees  to  be  entered 
on  the  Journal. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  a  call  of  the 
House      Lost:  Ayes  37,  noes  90. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  committee, 
and  the  above  motion  of  Mr.  McKay  was  again 
put,  and  it  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  68,  noes  54. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  securities  of  Elijah  J.  Weed,  late  quar- 
tei  master  of  marines,  deceased,  to  the  House,  with 
the  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Gideon  was  then 
taken  up,  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence. 

The  next  bill  taxen  up  was  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  securities  of  Elijah  J.  Weed,  lute  quarter- 
master of  marines,  deceased. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  it  be 
laid  on  the  table.  It  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  74,  nays  GH. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


PETITIONS,  &c. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented under  the  rule,  and  referred: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PRESTON,  the  petition  of  Eli  Peter- 
son, of  Montaoniery  county,  Virginia,  prayina  lor  bounty 
land,  now  oti  llie  files  of  the  House,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

By  Mr.  TURNER:  The  petition  of  William  Wallace,  of 
Lee  county,  Illinois,  praying  for  a  pension.  Also,  the  peti- 
tion of  George  W.  Andrews  and  others,  praying  for  a  mail 
route  from  Elizaheth  to  Freeport,  in  Illinois.  Also,  the  pe- 
tition of  A.  S.  Mitchell  and  others,  praying  for  the  same 
route.  Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Knox  county,  Illi- 
nr)is,  praying  for  the  reduction  and  equalization  of  tlii;  rates 
of  postage  on  letters  and  newspapers. 

By  Mr.  GKEGOItY  :  Concurrent  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  Jersey,  urging  provision  to  be  made  by  Con- 
gress to  refund  to  Captain  William  Napton  and  Lieutenant 
Alexander  F.  Arnold,  officers  coinmissioned  by  tlie  Govern- 
or, the  sum  of  $1,66-2  51,  expended  by  them  in  raising,  cloth- 
ing, subsisting,  and  other  necessary  expenses  of  a  company 
in  the  New  Jersey  battalion  for  the  war  with  Mexico. 

By  Mr.  TUCK :  The  petition  of  Thomas  W.  Jordan  and 
twenty-three  others,  citizens  of  Lincoln,  in  the  State  of 
Maine,  praying  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  and  report  whether  the  slave  trade  is  carried  on  in  tlie 
District  of  Columbia,  and  to  what  extent,  and  by  what  law. 

By  Mr.  HARMANSON:  The  memorial  of  187  citizens  of 
Catahola,  Caldwell,  and  Jackson,  for  the  establishment  of  a 
mail  route  from  Harrisonburg  to  Vernon,  in  Louisiana. 

By  Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky:  The  memorial  of  317 
citizens,  praying  the  United  States  to  abate  the  nuisance  in 
the  Oiiio  river  at  Cumberland  Island,  which  the  Govern- 
ment has  created  there. 

By  Mr.  MARSH:  The  memorial  of  Charles  Fletcher,  of 
Lancaster,  concerning  the  Washington  monument. 

By  Mr.  II  ALL,  of  New  York:  The  petition  of  certain  in- 
habitants of  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  for  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  providing  for  a  change  of  venue  in  suits  brought 
in  the  courts  of  that  District. 

By  Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  :  The  petition  of  John  Ferrah 
and  many  otlu'rs,  concerning  the  public  lands. 

By  Mr.  DUNN  :  The  following  joint  resolutions  from  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  viz:  relative  to  marsh 
and  wet  lands  in  the  counties  of  Jay  and  Adams,  in  the  State 
of  Indiana;  relative  to  the  location  of  certain  bounty-land 
warrants;  also,  the  same  upon  the  Miami  reserve,  in  the 
State  of  Indiana;  relative  to  volunteers  who  have  settled  on 
Government  lands  in  the  Miami  reserve;  n  lative  to  the  re- 
duction of  the  price  of  public  lands ;  relative  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  price  of  public  lands  in  the  Miami  reserve  ;  re- 
lative to  the  postponement  of  the  sales  of  the  Miami  reserve 
lands.  Also,  a  joint  resolution  relating  to  the  Miami  In- 
dians, in  Indiana.  Also,  one  relative  to  a  mail  route  from 
SiUem  to  Bloominaton,  in  Indiana.  Also,  one  relative  to  a 
mail  route  from  Belleville  to  Lebanon,  in  Indiana.  Also, one 
relative  to  a  mail  route  from  Brownstown,  via  Bowman's, 
to  Nashville,  in  said  State.  Also,  one  relative  to  increasing 
theclothini  pay  of  the  volunteers.  Also,  one  relative  to  the 
reduction  of  postage  on  newspapers,  &c.  Also,  one  relative 
to  the  national  road.  Also,  one  relativetothe  improvement 
of  the  Iraquois  and  Kaskaskia  rivers.  Also,  one  .asking  the 
aid  of  the  General  Government  for  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society. 

By  Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  letter  and 
supplementciry  petition  of  Thomas  Gregg,  for  a  renewal  of 
certain  patent  rights. 

By  Mr.  PHEt.PS:  The  petition  of  R.  D.  McCuIlocli  and 
others,  of  St.  Clair  county,  Missouri,  for  a  post  route  from 
Osceola,  via  Ciuincy,  to  Hermitage. 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  a  petition  from  N.  H.  Skid- 
more  and  other  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  the  establish- 
ment of  certain  post  routes. 

By  Mr.GAINES:  The  petition  of  ninety-one  officers  of  the 
United  States  army,  now  on  duty  in  Mexico,  praying  an  in- 
crease in  the  price  of  rations. 

By  Mr.  ECKERT:  A  memorial  of  citizens  of  Lebanon 
county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  the  modification  of  the  post 
office  laws  respecting  postage  on  newspapers. 

By  Mr.  BINGHAM:  The  remonstrance  of  five  hundred 
citizens  of  Oakland  county,  Michigan,  against  the  renewal 
of  the  patent  of  Jethro  Wood. 

By  Mr.  TWEEDY:  The  memorial  of  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly of  Wisconsin,  prayina  that  Fort  Howard  may  be  va- 
cated, and  the  reservalion  oflands  attached  for  military  pur- 
poses maybe  sold.  Also,  a  memorial  of  the  same,  praying 
for  the  aiiiendnuint  of  preemption  laws  so  as  to  exteiul  the 
term  of  payment  to  two  years.  Also,  a  memorial  of  the 
same,  against  cranling  preemption  rights  to  certain  reserved 
mineral  lands  in  Wisconsin. 

By  Mr.  TUCK:  The  remonatrance  of  Bradbury  Bartlett 
and  twenty  others,  against  the  removal  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  from  Exeter  to  Concord,  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire.  Also,  the  remonstrance  of  George  O.  Hilton 
and  lOS  others,  on  the  same  subject.  Also,  the  remon- 
strance of  John  T.  Gordon  and  146  others,  on  the  same  sub- 
ject. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  J»/arc/i  31,  1848. 

Mi-.  UNDERWOOD  presented  a  petition  of 
sundry  citizens  of  Kentucky,  praying  for  an  ap- 
jiropriation  for  repairing  the  dam  on  the  Cumber- 
land Island,  in  the  river  Ohio;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a  petition  of  sun- 
dry citizens  of  Indiana,  similar  in  its  import;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  presented  a  petition  of  P.  F. 
Dumas,  representative  of  the  Marquis  de  Fougeres, 
praying  authority  to  enter  an  appeal  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  against  a  decis- 
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ion  of  the  Uniied  States  district  court  of  P'lorida; 
■wliicli  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  of  450  citizens  of 
Rochester,  praying  Congress  to  purchase  the  estate 
of  Mount  Vernon  for  a  Military  Asyium;  wliich 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aft'airs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PHELPS,  a  similar  petition 
presented  by  him  yesterday,  was  also  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Atikirs. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  presented  a  petition  of 
JJancy  Haggard,  for  interest  due  on  commutation 
pay;  whicli  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Maine,  asicing  an  appropriation  for  repairs 
on  Saco  river;  vvhicli  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WESTCOTT, 

Iiesoli;ed,  Tliat  the  Comniissiimer  oC  Patents  be  requested 
to  proceed  ui  tin;  eiamiriation  olapplicatiojis  lor  patents  for 
discoveries  useful  for  tiie  prevention  of  steam  explosions 
pending  in  liis  oltice,  in  preference  to  other  appljcalions  for 
pateut:> ;  and  that  he  report  such  of  the  decisions  on  such 
applicanons  as  he  may  deem  useful  to  the  Senate,  with 
tlie  information  heretofore  called  for  by  the  aeiiate  froiii  his 
oliice  on  said  subject. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  explained  that  some  hun- 
dred applications  for  patents,  fifteen  or  twenty  of 
which  were  for  the  prevention  of  explosions  of 
steam  boilers,  were  before  the  Coramis^oner  for 
his -decision.  He  had  been  requested  to  give  a 
preference  to  the  latter,  because  the  persons  inter- 
ested had  been  for  some  time  in  the  city,  waiting 
for  the  result.  On  this  account  he  liad  been  re- 
quested to  oifer  this  resolution,  as  it  wa,s  important 
that  these  applications  should  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  sundry  resolu- 
tions, on  various  subjects,  from  the  Legislature  of 
Indiana;  which  were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Library,  reported,  without  amendment, 
the  resolution  authorizing  Mr.  Palmer  to  make  ad- 
ditions to  his  commercial  report  on  the  condition 
of  Sibei-ia,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  the  Senate  consid- 
ered the  report,  which  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  BAGBY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Patrick  Walker  had 
been  passed.  He  stated,  that  without  changing 
his  own  opinion  in  favor  of  the  bill,  he  had  made 
the  motion,  at  the  request  of  some  Senators  who 
desired  that  a  general  system  should  be  established 
for  all  cases  of  disability  by  wounds  received  in 
the  service,  in  preference  to  legislating  on  individ- 
ual cases. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
DOWNS,  Mr.  BRADBURY,  Mr.  HANNE- 
GAN, and  Mr.  MOOR,  and  sustained  by  Mr. 
DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  Mr.  CALHOUN,  and 
Mr.  MANGUM,  and  was  finally  agreed  to — ayes 
15,  noes  14. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MANGUM,  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  bill  was  then  amended  by  striking  out 
the  words  "  for  his  natural  life,"  and  substituting 
"  for  one  year." 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
joint  resolution  congratulating  the  French  people 
on  their  i-ecent  movement  for  the  establishment  of 
a  republican  form  of  government. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Underwood,  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  resolution  to  the  first  Monday  in  June — 

Mr.  BALDWIN  addressed  the  Senate,  express- 
ing his  preference  for  the  motion  he  had  made 
yesterday  to  refer  the  resolution  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that 
Congress  was  stepping  out  of  its  proper  sphere 
of  action  in  attempting  to  speak  for  the  Ameri- 
can people  on  a  subject  iii  which  they  were  ex- 
pressing themselves  in  a  much  more  emphatic  and 
acceptable  manner.  If  any  organ  of  the  people 
ought  to  convey  their  sentiments  to  the  French 
people,  it  should  be  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  to  whom  was  intrusted  the  immediate  in- 
tercourse with  foreign  Powei's.  If  legislative  inter- 
ference was  desirable,  it  ought  to  be  founded  on  a 
communication  from  the  President,  who  is  pre- 
sumed to  be  better  informed  as  to  the  propriety  of 
an  interposition  than  we  are.  He  had  an  objec- 
tion to  fixing  a  day  for  considering  the  resolution. 


If  it  was  proper  at  all,  he  agreed  with  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  that  it  would  be  premature, 
until  we  shall  see  the  course  determined  on  by  the 
government  which  has  yet  to  be  formed.  The 
term  "consolidated"  he  also  objected  to,  in  its  ap- 
plication to  liberty,  which  he  would  desire  to  see 
diffused  rather  than  consolidated.  The  Holy  Al- 
liance had  adopted  the  word,  and  he  was  unwilling 
to  take  such  authority. 

Mr.  DOWNS  made  some  remarks  in  reply, 
expressing  his  surprise  at  the  course  of  argument 
pursued  by  the  Senator  from  Connecticut.  After 
all  the  talk  of  this  session  about  the  power  of 
interfering  with  foreign  affairs  belonging  of  right 
to  Congress,  it  seemed  to  be  discovered  that  it 
was  the  President  only  in  whom  it  was  vested. 
He  could  not  speak  for  the  constituencies  of  other 
Senators.  He  could  not  forget  that  the  French 
people  assisted  us  in  our  revolutionary  struggle; 
that  their  soldiers  fought  with  ours;  that  they 
cheered  us  on  in  the  hour  of  danger;  that  they 
rejoiced  with  us  in  our  triumph,  and  had  always 
preserved  friendly  relations  with  us.  In  other 
States,  the  population  was  altogether  American; 
but  in  his  State  it  was  different.  There,  one- 
half  the  population  was  French,  speaking  the 
French  language,  having  their  friends  and  rela- 
tions, fathers,  mothers,  brothers,  and  sisters,  in 
France.  They  must  be  supposed  to  feel  more 
strongly  on  the  subject  than  the  people  of  any  other 
State  of  the  Union.  He  saw  no  objection  to  im- 
mediate action  on  the  subject.  If  months  were  to 
be  consumed  by  delay  and  debate,  it  would  be  as 
v^'ell  not  to  adopt  the  resolution  at  all,  for  it  would, 
in  that  case,  lose  all  its  value  in  the  eyes  of  these 
to  whon\  it  was  addressed. 

Mr.  DOWNS  here  gave  way,  and 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  that  the  resolution 
be  informally  passed  over,  and  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness; which  was  agreed  to. 

[The  remarks  of  Mr.  Baldwin  and  Mr.  Downs 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  Executive  business;  and,  after  some  time,  the 
doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned  till  Monday. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  ^ipril  1,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  granting  a  pension  to 
Patrick  Walker,  was  taken  up  and  read  twice. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  hoped  it  would  not 
be  committed;  the  case,  he  understood,  was  a  pe- 
culiar and  meritorious  one;  he  therefore  hoped  the 
bill  would  now  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

The  question  was  put  upon  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  afSrmativei  So  the 
bill  stands  passed. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmit- 
ting copies  of  the  official  annual  Army  Register,  for 
the  use  of  the  members  of  the  House.  Laid  upon 
the  table. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  transmitting  copies  of  the  official  annual 
Navy  Register,  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
House.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  communication  from  theSecretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House, 
transmitting  reports  from  the  several  bureaus  of 
that  department  as  to  what  additional  clerks  are 
necessary,  if  any,  in  any  of  said  bureaus,  and  what 
amount  of  money  ought  to  be  appropriated  to  de- 
fray expenses  consequent  upon  the  appointment 
of  such  clerks.  Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

PRIVATE  CALENDAR. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  private  calendar. 

The  question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by 
yeas  and  nays — yeas  96,  nays  37. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  private  calendar,  (Mr. 
CocKE,  of  Tennessee,  in  the  chair.) 

The  first  bill  taken  up  was  for  the  relief  of 
Thonias  Scott,  register  of  the  land  office  at  Chili- 
cothe,  Ohio,  for  services  connected  with  the  duties 
of  his  office.  The  bill  appropriates  ^JiSOO  in  pay- 
ment of  extra  services  by  e.\tra  clerks,  for  a  limited 


time,  in  consequence  of  the  consolidation  of  four  or 
five  land  offices  into  one. 

After  a  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  VENABLE, 
TAYLOR,  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  GID- 
DINGS,  STARKWEATHER,  FICKLIN,  DU- 
ER,CRO WELL,  and  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama, 
participated,  the  bill  was  amended,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  GIDDINGS,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, limiting  the  amount  to  ^500. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  then  moved  that  the 
bill  be  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House  with 
the  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass.     Lost. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Scott,  register,  &c.,  as 
amended. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  HAMMONS  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the. 
table.     Lost. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  to  extend 
John  J.Adams's  patent  for  flattening  cylinder  win- 
dow glass  was  laid  on  the  table.     Lost. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  Jlpril  3,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  of 
the  House  to  take  up  the  joint  resolution  from  the 
Senate  relative  to  contracts  for  the  purchase  of 
hemp  for  the  use  of  the  navy,  for  the  purpose  of 
referring  it  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  suggested  to  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  that  he  would  accomplish 
his  object  by  modifying  his  motion  so  as  to  em- 
brace all  the  bills  and  resolutions  from  the  Senate 
lying  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  replied  to  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama,  that  he  was  aware  of  that  fact  when  he 
made  the  motion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  would  then  inquire  whether 
the  motion  was  susceptible  of  amendment. 

No  reply  was  heard.  If  any,  it  was  presumed 
to  be  in  the  negative. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  question  to  be 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lincoln. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 
He  wanted  to  see  whether  the  House  would  take 
up  this  bill  and  refuse  to  take  up  the  others. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  desired  to  inquire,  in 
order  that  the  House  might  be  distinctly  informed 
upon  what  they  were  voting,  if  this  was  a  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
an  isolated  resolution  in  preference  to  other  and 
more  important  bills  on  the  Speaker's  table? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  is  to  suspend  the 
rules,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  joint  reso- 
lution relative  to  contracts  for  hemp  for  the  use  of 
the  navy. 

Mr.  COBB.  I  have  no  objection  to  taking  them 
all  up.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  suspension  for  any 
particular  bill. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  vote  stood: 
yeas  81,  nays  61. 

So,  two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  moved  now,  with 
a  view,  he  said,  to  accommodate  all  sides  of  the 
House,  to  take  up  the  Senate  bills  and  joint  reso- 
lutions on  the  Speaker's  table.  If  any  objections 
were  made,  he  should  move  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Objections  were  made. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  then  to  suspend  the 
rules,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  requested  the  Speaker 
to  state  to  the  House  what  bills  and  joint  resolu- 
tions were  on  the  Speaker's  table  would  be  em- 
braced in  this  iTiotion. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  there  were  two 
joint  resolutions  and  one  bill:  The  joint  resolution 
of  thanks  to  Major  General  Taylor  and  that  re- 
specting contracts  for  the  purchase  of  hemp,  and 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  raise,  tbra  limited  lime, 
an  additional  military  force." 

Mr.  COBB.  These  are  the  bills  that  would  be 
included  ? 

The  SPEAKER.     These  are  the  bills. 
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Mr.  WENTWORTH.  Is  the  motion  debata- 
ble? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules  i.s  not  debatable. 

Mr.  COBB  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rules,  which  were  ordered,  and 
being:  taken,  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atkinson,  Beale,  Bedinger,  Bingham, 
Birdsiill,  Bocock,  Bowdoii,  Bovvliii,  Boyd,  Bridges,  Wil- 
liam G.  Bruwii,  Charles  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Chase, 
Beverly  L.  Clark,  Howell  Cohb,  VV.  R.  \V.  Cobb,  Collins, 
Cummins,  Daniel,  Dickinson,  Dunn,  Alexanrti^r  Evans,  Far- 
aii,  French,  Fries,  Fulton,  Gayle,  Green,  Willard  P.  Hall, 
Haralson,  Harris,  Haskell,  Hill,  Isaac  E.  Holmes,  George 
S.  Houston,  Inge,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Andrew  Johnson, 
James  H.  Johnson,  Gi'orge  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Keii- 
non,  I. a  Sere,  Sidney  Lawrence,  LetHer,  Levin,  Ligon, 
Lincoln,  Lord,  Lumpkin,  McClelland,  McClernand,  Mc- 
Dowell, MeLane,  Mann,  Miller,  Morris,  Murphy,  IVicoll, 
Pea-  lee.  Peck,  Petric,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pillsbiiry,  Pollock, 
Khelt,  Richardson,  Richey,  Robinson,  RoL-khill,  Simpson, 
Smart,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  Starkweather,  Charles  E. 
Stu.iri,  Strong,  Thomas,  James  Thompson,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, William  Thompson, Thurston, Turner,  Venable,  Went- 
worth,  Wick, Wiley,  Williams,  and  Wilmot— 90. 

NAY'S— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Ashmun,  Barringer,  Bar- 
row, Blanchard,  Boydon,  Brady,  Buckner,  Canby,  Chap- 
man, Franklin  Clark,  Clingmaii,  Cocke,  Collamer,  Conger, 
Cranston,  Crisfield,  Crowell,  Cro/.ier,  Dickey,  Dixon, 
Donnell,  Diirr,  Danipl  Duncan,  Garnett  Duncan,  Eckert, 
Embree,  Farrelly,  Gaines,  Gidding<,  Gnggin,  Gregory,  Grin- 
nell,  N'athan  K.  Hall,  James  G.  Hampton,  Moses  Hamp- 
ton, llenrv,  Ililliard,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  John  W.  Houston, 
Hubbard.  Hudson,  Hunt,  Josepli  R.  Hmersoll,  Irvin,  John 
W.  Jones,  K.II022,  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Marvin,  Morehead, 
Mullin,  Nelson,  Ncs,  Outlaw,  Pendleton,  Preston,  Putnam, 
Reynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Rumsey,  St. 
Jolin,  Schenck,  Sln-pperd,  Shcrrill,  Silvester,  Slingerland, 
Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stephens,  .\ndrew  Slew- 
art,  Talimadgp,  Taylor,  Thibodeaux,  Richard  W.  Thomp- 
Bon,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tompkins,  Tuck,  Vinton,  Warren, 
and  White— 83. 

So,  two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

LIGHTING    THE   CAPITOL. 

Mr.  J.  W.  HOUSTON  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  introduce  a  resolution 
of  inquiry  into  the  reasons  for  which  tiie  Treasury 
Department  refused  to  pay  James  Crutchett  the 
amount  allowed  him  by  act  of  Congress  passed  re- 
cently, compensating  him  for  lighting  the  Capitol 
and  Capitol  grounds  with  gas. 

The  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules. 

THE  FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  asked  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  : 

Resohed,  'I'hat  it  becomes  the  people  of  the  United  States 
to  rejoice  that  the  sentiment  o\' self-«oiernmcnt  is  commend. 
in^  itself  to  the  favorable  consideration  and  adoption  of  the 
intelligent  and  thinking  men  of  all  intellisent  nations. 

Rcmli-eil,  That  the  only  legitimate  source  of  political  power 
is  the  will  of  the  people,  and  the  (miy  rightful  end  of  its  ex- 
ercise their  good. 

Resolved,  That  we  sincerely  hope  that  down-trodden  liu- 
maiiity  may  succeed  in  breaking  down  all  forms  of  tyranny 
and  oppiessiiin,and  in  tlie  establishment  of  free  and  national 
governnienls  for  the  good  of  the  governed,  and  not  for  the 
aggrandizement  of  those  who  govrrii. 

Kevo/Dcrf,  That  we  tinder  our  warmest  sympathies  to  the 
people  of  France  and  Itjily  in  their  present  struggle  for  re- 
form, and  siiicircly  hope  Ihey  may  succeed  in  establishing 
free  and  constitutional  governments,  emanating  from  and 
b.L-ed  upon  the  will  of  the  governed,  suited  to  their  wants 
and  condition,  and  such  as  will  secure  to  them  liberty  and 
safety. 

Revoked,  That  we  tender  our  sympathy  and  hopes  of  suc- 
cess to  every  people  who  are  seeking  to  establish  for  them- 
selves free  and  national  governments,  and  that  whatever  of 
blood  and  treasure  may  be  shed  or  spent  in  a  struggle  of  the 
oppressed  against  the  oppressor,  is  to  be  charged  lo  the  un- 
just resistance  of  the  oppressor,  who  strives  to  hold  and 
exercise  ihi:  rights  of  the  jieople,  usurped  against  their  will, 
and  exercised  for  the  henejit  of  the  few  and  the  oppression 
of  the  7n<mt/,and  not  to  the  people,  who  seek  only  to  regain 
and  exerci,-.e  their  natural  rights  in  such  manner  as  will  best 
Hecure  and  promote  their  own  happiness  and  safety. 

The  reception  of  the  resolutions  being  objected 
to— 

Mr.  CUMMINS  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to 
cnal)le  him  to  offer  ihcm,  and  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  re- 
sulted as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atkinson,  Barringer,  Bavly,  Beale,  Bing- 
ham, Birdcall,  Bocock,  Kowdon,  Bowlin,'  Boyd,  Bridges, 
AVni.  G.  Brown,  Charh-H  Hiown,  Albert  G.  Bro"wn,  Cabell, 
Cathcait,  Chase.  Franklin  Clark,  Itevcrly  L.  Clark,  Howell 
Cobb,  William-im  U.  W.Obb,  ("uniminH,  Daniel,  Dickey, 
Dickinson,  Dixon,  Dner,  Dunn,  Einbrec,  Alexander  Evans, 
Faran,  Farnlly,  Featherston,  Fi(  klin,  Fremh,  Fries,  Gld- 
diiigs.  Green,  Willard  P.  Hall,  Janus  (;.  Ilaniptoii,  Moses 
Hampton,  HaraUoii,  Harris,  ilask<'ll,  Henley,  Hill,  Hilliard, 
Gi'or;^o  3.  Houston,  John  VV.  Houston,  Hunt,  Inae,  Charles 
J.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  James  H.  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson, 
George  W.  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennnn,  La 
Kfire,  Sidney  LawrencR,  Leffler,  l.igon,  Lincoln,  Lord, 
Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McClernand,  McDowell, 
Mcllvniiie,  McLaiie,  Mann,  Marvin,  Miller,  Miilllii,  Mur- 
phy, Ncs,  Nicoll,  Peaalee,  Peck,  Pctrle,  Peyton,  Phelps, 
Pillsbury,  Pollock,  Preston,  Reynolds,  Richardson,  Richey, 


Robinson,  Rockhill,  Rumsey,  Sawyer,  Sherrill,  Simpson, 
Smart,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  Starkweather,  Andrew  Stew- 
art, Charles  E.  Stuart,  Tallmad^e,  Taylor,  Thibodeaux, 
Thomas,  James  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  William 
Thompson,  'J'hnrston,  Tompkins,  Tuck,  Tiiriittr,  Venable, 
WentworUi,  Wick,  Wiley,  Williams,  and  Wilinot— 1-il. 

N.WS — fliessrs.  Adams,  Ashmun,  Barrow,  Boydon,  Bra- 
dy, Buckner,  Canby,  Chapman,  Clingmaii,  Cocke,  Collamer, 
Conger,  Cranston,  Crisfield,  Crowell,  Crozier,  Donnell,  Gar- 
nett  Duncan,  Eckert,  Edwards,  Fulton,  Gaines,  Gayle,  Gog- 
gin,  Gregory,  Grinnell,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  Henry,  Elias  B. 
Holmes,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Kellogg, 
Levin,  Morehead,  Nel.son,  Outlaw,  Pendleton,  Putnam, 
Julius  Rockwell,  St.  John,  Schenck,  Shepperd,  Silvester, 
Caleb  B.  Sinilh,  Truman  Smith,  Stephens,  Richard  W. 
Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  VVarren,and  While — 51. 

So  the  rules  were  suspended. 

Mr.  C.  then  moved  the  above  resolutions;  which 
being  read — 

Mr.  HILLIARD  hoped  that  an  Executive  mes- 
sage just  received  would  be  read  by  general  con- 
sent. 

Objection  being  made — 

Mr.  HILLIARD  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  to  admit  the  motion. 

The  CHAIR  reminded  Mr.  H.  that  the  rules 
had  already  been  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving the  resolutions.  The  inotion  therefore  was 
not  now  in  order. 

The  resolutions  were  again  read. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Gi-eat  confusion  instantly  arose,  and  remonstran- 
ces mingled  with  cries  of  "  No,  no;  Oh,  don't!" 

Mr.  CUMMINS  withdrew  his  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  moved  to  amend  the  fourth  reso- 
lution by  inserting  at  the  end  thereof  the  follow- 
ing: 

'■And  we  especially  see  an  encouraging  eainest  of  their 
success  in  the  decree  which  pledges  the  said  Government  of 
Fiance  to  early  measures  for  the  immediate  emancipation 
of  all  slaves  in  their  colonies." 

Mr.  SCHENCK  suggested  as  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment  to  add  the  following: 

"  Recognizing  as  we  do  that  cardinal  republican  principle 
that  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude 
except  for  crime." 

Mr.  ASHMUN  accepted  this  as  a  modification 
of  his  own  amendment. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  amendment  thus 
modified — 

Mr.  ASHMUN  observed  that  he  had  nothing  to 
say  on  the  amendment.  Its  propriety  was  so  ob- 
vious as  to  preclude  the  necessity  for  remark. 

Many  gentlemen  were  here  on  the  floor  at  once, 
contending,  with  loud  cries  of  "  Mr.  Speaker!"  for 
recognition  by  the  Chair. 

Tlie  resolution  having  been  read  as  amended — 

Mr.  HILLIARD  moved  that  the  resolutions  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  BAYLY  moved  that  they  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

Mr.  DUER  said  he  had  proposed  expressing,  in 
a  manner  which  he  conceived  worthy  of  the  dig- 
nity of  the  House  and  of  the  subject,  the  sympathy 
which  he  was  very  sure  every  gentleman  could  not 
but  feel,  and  which  he  had  intended  to  move  to  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consist  of  one 
member  froiri  each  Stale. 

Mr.  D.  read  his  resolution;  and,  after  some  con- 
versation between  Mr.  DUER  and  the  CHAIR — 

Mr.  BAYLY  modified  his  motion  for  a  select 
committee,  so  as  to  read  as  follows: 

"That  the  resolutions  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of 
one  from  each  .Stale,  with  instructions  to  report  joint  resolu- 
tions expressing  the  sympathy  of  this  nation  for  the  French 
people  in  their  struggle  for  civil  libi  rly." 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  expi-essed  his  earnest 
wish  that  the  message  from  the  President  now  on 
the  Speaker's  table  should  be  read.  He  presumed 
there  would  be  no  objection.  He  understood  that 
it  was  on  the  subject  to  which  the  pending  resolu- 
tions referred,  and  suggested  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject might  be  I'eferred  to  the  same  committee. 

[Cries  of  "  read,  i-ead."J 

The  SPEAKER  then  gave  the  inessage  into  the 
hands  of  the  Clerk;  when  objection  was  made  on 
the  left. 

The  CHAIR  stated  the  question  before  the  House 
to  be  on  the  resolution  of  reference,  as  modified. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  insisted  that  the  objec- 
tion made  had  come  too  late,  as  the  Speaker  had 
handed  the  message  to  the  Clerk  to  be  read. 

The  CHAIR  ruled  the  objections  to  be  in  time, 
so  that  the  message  could  not  now  be  read  except 
by  unanimous  consent.  He  had  received  no  inti- 
mation of  what  the  message  contained.    The  House 


had  been  taken  by  surprise;  and,  as  the  Clerk  had 
not  begun  to  read,  or  even  opened  the  envelope 
in  which  the  message  was  contained,  he  ruled  the 
objection  to  be  in  tiiiie. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  was  greatly 
surprised  to  hear  that  the  Speaker  or  the  House 
had  been  taken  by  surprise.  He  believed  the  sub- 
ject of  the  message  was  generally  understood;  and, 
as  it  had  been  delivei-ed  to  the  Clerk  to  be  read,  he 
took  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  question  being  immediately  put  on  the  ap- 
peal, the  ruling  of  the  Chair  was  sustained — ayes 
90,  noes  30. 

Mr.  HASKELL  inquired  whether  it  was  now 
in  order  to  offer  a  substitute.' 

The  CHAIR  replying  in  the  negative — 

Mr.  HASKELL  wished  it  to  be  read  for  infor- 
mation; but  this  was  objected  to. 

[Voices:  "  You  can  read  it  yourself,  as  a  part  of 
your  speech."] 

The  CHAIR  said  the  question  would  first  be  on 
the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affaii-s;  if  that  failed,  it  would  next  recur  on  refer- 
ring to  a  select  committee. 

^Ir.  DONNELL  moved  to  lay  the  resolutions 
on  the  table. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  wei-e  called 
for,  and  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: Yeas  15,  nays  118.  So  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  was  I'ejected. 

And  the  question  recurring  on  the  reference  of 
the  resolutions — 

Mr.  HILLIARD  said,  that  in  moving  to  refer 
the  resolutions  and  amendments  wliich  had  been 
brought  forward  upon  the  subject  of  the  late  revo- 
lution in  France  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, he  simply  desired  to  secure  a  proper  expres- 
sion of  the  sympathy  which  we  felt  in  that  move- 
ment. The  occasion  (said  he)  is  one  of  no  common 
moment;  it  must  deeply  affect  the  cause  of  man- 
kind throughout  the  world.  I  am  not  ready  to 
extend  the  sympathy  of  this  Government  to  any 
people  who  simply  overturn  a  throne,  to  plunge 
into  the  wild,  unrestricted,  and  reckless  experiment 
of  ideal  liberty.  Every  kingless  government  is  not 
of  necessity  a  republican  government.  Liberty 
cannot  exist  without  law;  its  elements  must  be 
consolidated,  and  its  great  principles  be  imbodied 
in  a  constitution.  The  great  movement  in  Fi-ance 
must  develop  institutions  befoi'e  it  accomplishes 
any  permanent  good  for  the  French  people.  I  con- 
fess that  I  am  not  free  froin  apprehension  as  to  the 
future;  the  convulsion  which  exhibits  a  form  so 
attractive  to-day,  may  yet  upturn  the  foundations 
of  society,  and  result  in  the  wildest  anarchy.  On 
the  other  hand,  there  is  in  the  gi-eat  popular  move- 
ment which  has  so  suddenly  and  so  successfully 
expelled  royalty  from  France,  much  of  promise  for 
that  beautiful  country  and  for  mankind.  I  solemnly 
believe  that  the  tiine  has  come  when  kingcraft  has 
lost  its  hold  upon  the  human  mind;  the  world  is 
waking  from  its  deep  slumber,  and  mankind  be- 
gin to  see  that  the  right  to  govern  belongs  not  to 
crowned  kings,  but  lo  the  great  masses.  The  age 
in  which  we  live  will,  I  trust,  witness  the  complete 
enfranchisement  of  nations  which  have  long  been 
governed  too  much. 

I  think,  sir,  that  we  ought  to  sustain  our  minis- 
ter, Mr.  Rush,  who  so  promptly,  without  the 
opportunity  of  consulting  his  Government,  hailed 
the  popular  movement  which  expelled  a  powerful 
dynasty  and  proclaimed  a  Republic.  It  was  a 
generous  impulse  which  prompted  the  act,  and  the 
country  will  applaud  it. 

There  are  certainly  some  features  in  the  scene 
which  France  presents  not  wholly  agreeable  to  a 
thoughtful  observer,  and  which  awaken  the  appre- 
hensFon  that  the  Provisional  Government  just  es- 
tablished has  promised  more  than  it  can  redeem. 
The/i-n^frni/i/  which  has  been  adopted  may  not  be 
consistent  with  regulated  liberty;  it  may  be  the 
dream  of  idealists,  and  not  the  conception  of  a  phi- 
losophical statesman.  The  measure,  too,  which 
has  been  adopted  in  regard  to  the  labor  and  wages 
of  operatives,  doubling  their  compensation,  and 
undertaking  to  employ  them  on  the  part  of  the 
Government,  is  a  very  unsafe  one.  Every  one 
accustotned  to  the  order  of  well-regulated  liberty 
must  see  the  danger  of  such  legislation.  It  par- 
takes too  much  of  the  character  of  a  .system  of 
social  reform  too  impi-aclicable  to  be  easily  recog- 
nized. Still,  these  inay  be  but  temporary  arrange- 
ments, designed  to  give  the  new  Government  time 
to  adjust  the  complicated  details  of  the  great  task 
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which  has  been  undertaken.  There  are  circum- 
stances wliicii  may  awaken  apprehension,  but  they 
cannot  repress  sympathy.  No,  sir;  they  cannot 
prevent  the  expression  of  our  deep  and  full  sym- 
pathy with  a  people  struggling  to  make  a  free  gov- 
ernment like  our  own.  I,  for  one,  cannot  look 
upon  such  a  spectacle  unmoved.  It  may  be  pre- 
mature— it  may  even  be  rash;  but  I  should  feel 
myself  unworthy  of  a  seat  in  an  American  Con- 
gress, if  I  could  refuse  to  cheer  a  people  engaged 
in  such  a  work.  May  they  go  on  and  prosper, 
and  may  they  erect  upon  the  soil  of  France  a  gov- 
ernment resting  upon  the  great  principles  of  con- 
stitutional law,  ensuring  order  at  home,  command- 
ing respect  abroad,  and  throwing  over  Europe  the 
clear  and  steady  light  of  rational  liberty. 

I  regret,  sir,  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Ashmun]  has  thought  proper  to  connect 
with  this  subject  another  which  does  not  belong 
to  it.  I  do  not  impute  to  him  any  improper  mo- 
tive, but  he  must  know  that  the  people  of  our  part 
of  this  Confederacy  cannot  hear  without  painful 
sensibility  the  r  social  institutions  alluded  to  in 
such  offensive  terms.  There  is  on  the  part  of  the 
South  nothing  aggressive;  they  are  content  to  sus- 
tain the  Government  as  it  is;  they  make  no  war 
upon  the  people  or  the  institutions  of  the  North. 
But,  sir,  they  observe  your  movements  here  with 
profound  interest.  They  know  their  rights,  and 
there  is  throughout  their  entire  borders  a  purpose 
to  maintain  them,  with  a  courage  and  firmness 
which  nothing  can  intimidate  or  shake. 

The  feeling,  then,  in  regard  to  the  subject  which 
has  thus  been  thrust  upon  the  House  so  reckless- 
ly, is  so  profound,  so  well  settled,  and,  to  borrow 
a  mode  of  expression  from  the  French,  so  eternal, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  touch  it  without  danger. 

I  repeat,  sir,  that  in  moving  to  refer  the  resolu- 
tions before  us  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
1  have  no  hostile  purpose.  I  desire  that  when 
Congress  does  speak  upon  this  subject,  it  shall 
speak  in  well-weighed  and  becoming  terms.  I  do 
not  like  the  language  of  these  resolutions.  It  so 
liappens  that  we  are  often  called  on  to  vote  on 
propositions  suddenly  thrown  into  the  House, 
when  we  cannot  expTess  our  own  true  sense.  Let 
the  resolutions  go  to  the  appropriate  committee, 
and  come  back  to  us  in  a  better  form. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  said,  like  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Hilliard,]  he 
sympathized  with  France;  like  him  he  objected, 
and  decidedly,  to  the  firebrand  which  had  been  in- 
troduced into  this  subject  in  the  form  of  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Ashmun.]  Unlike  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama, however,  he  did  not  feel  that  distrust  in  the 
success  of  the  late  movement  in  France 

Mt.  hilliard  interposed, and  (the  floor  being 
yielded)  begged  that  the  gentleman  would  not  mis- 
apprehend him  as  saying  that  he  distrusted  the 
movement.  What  he  had  said  was,  that  there 
were  certain  indications  connected  with  the  move- 
ment which  were  calculated  to  awaken  the  appre- 
hension that  all  might  not  be  done  as  could  be 
desired.  He,  however,  hoped  for  the  best,  and 
cordially  sympathized  with  the  people  of  France. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  proceeded.  Without 
affirming  anything  of  what  the  gentleman  had 
said,  he  (Mr.  McC.)  wished  to  say,  that  he  had 
confidence,  sufficient  confidence,  in  the  ultimate 
success  of  the  great  movement  in  which  the  French 
people  were  engaged. 

Since  this  subject  had  been  introduced  upon  this 
floor,  he  hoped  he  would  be  indulged  by  the  House 
in  a  few  remarks  explanatory  of  his  views  in  re- 
gard to  it.  If  the  subject  had  not  been  introduced 
by  some  other  member,  he  should  have  felt  him- 
self called  upon  to  introduce  it,  for  he  believed  it 
to  be  a  duty  incumbent  on  the  American  Congress 
and  the  American  people  to  manifest  their  sympa- 
thies and  congratulations  at  the  late  movement  in 
France. 

What  was  that  movement,  and  on  what  did  it 
rest.'  It  was  such  a  movement  as  might  very  well 
engage  the  attention  of  the  whole  world,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  American  people,  who  owed  France 
so  much.  It  was  France  who  befriended  us  in 
our  infancy  and  time  of  need,  who  assisted  us  to 
establish  our  independence,  and  to  erect  the  noble 
fabric  of  liberty  which,  through  the  ordination  of 
Heaven,  had  become  the  example  for  her  own 
aspirations  and  her  own  patriotic  eflbrt.  God  grant 
her  success ! 

Such  should  be,  and  no  doubt  was,  the  sentiment 


of  the  great  mass  of  the  American  people — of  every 
American  who  was  worthy  of  the  name,  who  had 
his  heart  in  the  right  place.  As  France  assisted 
us,  according  to  the  circumstances  in  which  she 
was  placed,  by  her  arms,  so  we  in  turn  should 
assist  France  according  to  the  circumstances  in 
which  we  are  placed,  by  the  assurance  of  our  sym- 
pathy and  our  congratulations. 

It  was  objected,  however,  to  any  formal  ex- 
pression, thatitwas  premature;  that  the  revolution 
might  waste  itself  in  anarchy,  or  sink  into  despot- 
ism; that  we  should  wait  for  certainty  of  its  suc- 
cess. He  thought  not.  Now  was  the  time,  if  we 
really  wished  France  to  be  successful,  for  the 
voice  of  sympathy  and  encouragement.  Let  that 
voice  go  forth  from  this  Hall,  and  from  every  city 
and  hamlet  in  the  land ;  let  it  cross  the  Atlantic  and 
echo  in  every  part  of  France.  Yes,  let  it  resound 
as  the  deep  heartfelt  shout  of  a  free  people  of  the 
New  World  that  a  giant  republic  was  about  to  be 
given  to  the  cause  of  human  freedom  in  the  Old 
World.  We  should  rejoice  at  the  regeneration  and 
emancipation  of  enslaved  nations.  Freedom  was 
one  of  the  appointed  agents  of  God  to  advance  the 
spiritual  as  well  as  the  temporal  welfare  of  man; 
therefore  it  deserved  to  be  encouraged  by  us  every- 
where and  at  all  times;  and  may  she  continue  her 
triumphs  until  the  whole  world  be  made  to  ac- 
knowledge her  mild  sceptre  and  genial  sway  !  It 
occurred  to  him  that  the  apprehensions  of  those 
who  feared  the  success  of  the  French  movement 
were  unfounded;  that  such  persons  interpreted  in- 
correctly and  imperfectly  the  state  of  Europe. 
What  was  that  state?  and  what  did  it  import.' 
The  revolution  of  1789,  although  abused  in  many 
respects,  effected  one  great  and  paramount  object. 
It  schooled  France  in  the  knowledge  and  love  of 
liberty,  which,  ho  we  ver  it  might  be  repressed,  musi, 
at  no  distant  day,  result  in  the  fruition  of  matu- 
rity and  permanence.  Had  not  the  revolution  of 
1789  occurred,  perhaps  France  would  have  been 
less  competent  tor  self-government — for  the  estab- 
lishment of  republican  institutions — perhaps  the 
late  revolution  would  not  have  occurred  at  all. 
One  thing  was  certain:  France  had  now  arrived  at 
that  state  of  moral  and  intellectual  advancement 
which  must  prevent  her  relapsing  into  permanent 
despotism,  which  must  replace  every  form  of  royal 
authority  with  free  institutions. 

Besides  this  one  great  advantage  of  the  revolu- 
tion of  1789 — a  revolution  much  abused — there 
were  many  other  incidental  advantages  resulting 
from  it,  some  of  which  were,  that  the  monopoly  of 
military  rank  by  the  ancient  nobility  and  the  right 
of  primogeniture  in  the  descent  of  property  were 
abolished;  the  lellres  de  cachet  were  suppressed,  and 
perfect  equality  in  the  administration  of  public 
justice  was  secured.  Yes;  all  this  and  more  was 
accomplished.  Who  should  say  that  the  work 
thus  gloriously  begun  would  not  be  completed.' 
Who  could  say  that  France,  thus  schooled  by  the 
experience  of  the  past,  and  stimulated  by  partial 
success,  would  not  persevere  in  her  efforts  until 
her  liberties  should  be  established  on  a  firm  popu- 
lar basis.'  For  one,  he  religiously  believed,  as  he 
fervently  hoped,  that  such  would  be  the  result. 

And  what  had  France  already  done  towards  the 
accomplishment  of  this  great  object.'  He  was 
about  to  show  that  she  had  done  much.  Goaded 
by  a  tyrannical  censorship,  exercised  by  the  Gov- 
ernment over  the  freedom  of  the  press,  the  freedom 
of  discussion,  and  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably 
to  assemble  and  consult  together  for  the  public  good, 
she  determined  to  vindicate  her  rights,  "  peaceably 
if  she  could,  forcibly  if  she  must."  Accordingly, 
the  people  of  Paris  appointed  a  day  for  a  reform 
banquet — a  public  meeting  where  the  grievances 
of  the  people  and  the  best  means  of  redressing 
them  were  peaceably  to  be  discussed — the  22d  of 
February — a  day  which  he  hoped  would  hereafter 
be  sacred  to  the  cause  of  French  liberty,  as  it  was 
in  America  from  the  birth  of  the  Father  of  Ameri- 
can independence.  The  prefect  of  police  and  the 
commander  of  the  national  guards  issued  their 
proclamations  prohibiting  the  assemblage.  But 
upon  the  day  appointed  large  masses  of  people 
were  seen  moving  first  towards  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous, and  afterwards  towards  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies,  there  to  prefer  their  complaints.  The 
Government,  equally  determined,  directed  a  large 
body  of  troops  against  the  people,  and  thus  by  force 
of  arms  drove  them  from  about  the  Chamber.  The 
Opposition  Deputies  moved  the  impeachment  of 
the  ministers  of  State,  and  declared  their  purpose 


to  resign  if  the  motion  should  be  rejected;  and  thus 
ended  the  first  act  of  the  drama. 

On  the  23d,  what  had  been  on  the  previous  day 
commotion  now  became  insurrection,  in  which  it 
\yas  quite  evident  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Na- 
tional Guards  sympathized,  while  another  portion 
was  employed  against  the  people,  and  at  some  ex- 
pense of  blood  and  life.  The  people  demanded  of 
the  editor  of  the  Mtlional  that  he  should  see  that 
their  liberties  were  not  again  played  with — a  noble 
tribute  to  the  majesty  and  power  of  a  free  and  faith- 
ful public  press.  The  people  also  demanded  reform 
and  the  dismissal  of  the  ministers.  The  ministers 
resigned,  but  too  late.  And  thus  ended  the  second 
act  of  the  drama. 

On  the  24th  what  had  been  insurrection  now  be- 
came revolution.  The  king  abdicated  the  crown 
in  favor  of  his  grandson,  the  Duke  de  Paris,  and 
nominated  the  Duke  de  Nemours  for  regent,  who 
was  rejected,  as  also  was  the  Duchess  of  Orleans, 
by  the  Chamber  of  Deputies.  Next  the  people 
proclaimed  a  Provisional  Government,  the  King 
left  Paris,  and,  from  the  latest  information,  together 
with  the  royal  family,  was  in  England.  The  peo- 
ple bore  his  shattered  throne  along  the  streets  of, 
Paris,  hymning  the  song  of  liberty,  and  shouting 
anon  for  a  republic  upon  the  model  of  the  United 
States.  And  thus  passed  away  the  most  brilliant 
and  influential  throne  of  Europe.  Thus  ended  the 
grand  drama  in  successful  revolution. 

Well,  what  now  followed  .'  Did  the  people  prove 
true  to  themselves?  Did  the  wisdom  and  energy 
of  their  measures  falsify  the  imputations  of  the 
enemies  of  popular  government  ?  He  ventured  the 
opinion  that  never  was  there  a  more  august  and 
sublime  spectacle  manifested  by  any  people  than 
that  which  was  manifested  by  the  people  of  France 
in  their  subsequent  conduct.  Among  other  decrees 
of  the  Provisional  Government,  and  the  civil  au- 
thorities subordinate  thereto,  he  found  the  follow- 
ing: 

1 .  Interdiction  of  the  meeting  of  the  ex-Chamber  of  Peer?. 

2.  An  oriianization  of  a  movable  National  Guard  of  twenty- 
four  battalions. 

3.  Tuileries  to  be  an  asylum  for  invalid  workmen. 

4.  Capital  punishment  to  he  abolislied. 

5.  All  political  prisoners  to  be  liberated  and  furnished  with 
means  to  join  their  families. 

6.  Suppression  of  Chamber  of  Peers  and  dissolution  of 
Chamber  of  Deputies;  constitution  of  a  Republic;  every  cit- 
izen to  be  a  National  Guard ;  the  liberty  of  the  press  guar- 
antied and  freedom  of  thought  secured. 

7.  National  workshops  to  be  opened  for  the  unemployed. 

8.  All  citizens  to  remain  in  arms  and  defend  their  barri- 
cades till  they  have  acquired  all  their  rights. 

9.  Abolition  of  all  titles  of  nobility. 

10.  National  Assembly  to  meet  on  the  aOth  of  April  and  • 
decree  a  constitution.  Population  to  be  the  basis  of  election. 
Representatives  of  the  people  tixed  at  nine  hundred,  includ- 
in<:  those  of  .-Algiers  and  the  colonies;  suffrage  to  be  direct, 
universal,  and  by  ballot.  All  Frenchmen  twenty-one  years 
of  age  to  be  electors,  and  all  of  twenty-five  to  be  eligible  to 
be  elected. 

11.  System  of  indirect  taxes  to  be  modified. 

12.  All  prosecutions  agaiiist  the  press  and  for  political 
offences  to  be  withdrawn,  and  prisoners  confined  for  such 
offences  to  be  released. 

13.  The  persons,  rights,  and  property  of  foreigners  to  be 
respected. 

14.  All  citizens  to  be  armed  as  National  Guards. 

15.  Diminution  in  the  hours  of  labor. 

16.  Property  of  all  kinds  and  works  of  utility  to  be  pre- 
served. 

17.  The  army  to  be  reorganized. 

If  he  might  be  allowed  to  moralize  upon  this 
grand  phenomenon ,  what  should  he  say?  He  should 
say  it  was  the  natural  and  necessary  result  of  con- 
flicting elements  in  principles.  For  a  long  time 
the  principle  of  democratic  numbers  and  popular 
sovereignty  had  been  undermining  the  antagonist 
prinipleof  aristocracy  and  regal  authority  through- 
out Europe;  and  at  length,  in  France,  the  austere 
and  blood-stained  edifice  of  benighted  centuries  had 
been  crumbled  to  the  dust — armies,  thrones,  and 
castes  had  been  swept  away  as  an  atom  before  the 
popular  breath. 

The  French  revolution  was  not  merely  the  tri- 
umph of  the  multitude  over  the  unequal  resistance 
of  one  man.  Far  more.  It  was  the  triumph  of 
liberty  over  tyranny;  of  truth  over  error;  of  hu- 
manity over  inhumanity.  Yes,  it  was  a  distinct 
and  authentic  annunciation  of  the  great  and  inesti- 
mable truth  that  the  time  was  rapidly  appi-oaching 
when  in  Europe  military  force  nuist  bow  to  moral 
force;  when  kings  must  bow  to  the  superior  majes- 
ty of  the  people;  when  the  masses  of  Europe  have 
.only  to  will  it  to  be  free. 

France,  if  she  maintained  and  matured  the  fruits 
of  her  revolution,  would  rise  with  salient  eneigy  to 
the  ascendant  position  and  influence  which  would 
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belong  to  her  as  the  leadintc  republic  of  Europe. 
She  wouhl  be  enabled  to  extend  the  conquests  of 
her  free  principle  far  beyond  the  flight  of  her  eagles 
in  the  days  of  the  almost  ronnuitic  triumphs  of  her 
preat  captain.  Already  Italy,  Denmark,  Naples, 
Prussia,  and  Sardinia  were  awaking  from  the  apa- 
thy of  centuries,  and  who  should  say  that  the  ex- 
ample of  France  would  not  hasten  the  time  when 
all  these  countries  should  be  enrolled  upon  the  bla- 
zoned list  of  freedom  ? 

He  need  not  say  that  he  bore  towards  Louis 
Philippe  no  feelings  of  ill  will.  On  the  contrary, 
he  respected  liim  as  a  man  for  his  intelligence  and 
many  virtues.  Even  as  a  monarch,  tliere  was 
much  in  iiim  to  admire.  Now,  in  his  retirement, 
he  (Mr.  McC.)  would  regret  his  private  afflictions. 
But  he  did  not  speak  of  the  individual.  He  spoke 
of  France  and  liberty — considerations  far  higher. 
As  an  American,  he  bore  towards  France  a  warm 
and  aflectionate  gratitude,  not  only  for  the  reasons 
lie  had  already  assigned,  but  because  she  was  the 
natal  land  of  the  good,  the  great,  the  brave,  tiie 
generous,  the  philanthropic,  the  noble  Lafayette. 
As  an  American,  he  wished  to  see  France  and  the 
United  States  as  the  two  great  republics  of  the  Old 
and  of  the  New  World  soar  and  culminate  in  the 
moral  grandeur  and  glory  of  eternal  freedom  and 
Christian  civilization. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  rose  to  take  no 
part  in  the  debate  further  than  to  express,  with 
great  deference  to  all  parts  of  the  House,  in  a  word 
or  two,  his  views  upon  the  method  in  which  what 
was  to  be  done  ought  to  be  done,  and  to  submit  to 
the  House  what  had  been  done  on  a  former  and 
similar  occasion. 

He  might  say  here  that  he  understood  that  in 
another  part  of  this  building  the  President's  mes- 
sage had  been  read.  Of  course  it  was  a  public 
paper.  It  would  pass  upon  the  public  journals; 
it  would  be  familiar  to  everybody;  and  he  could 
not  imagine  that  the  power  of  this  Flouse,  at  least 
of  the  other  side  of  the  House,  could  have  any  in- 
disposition to  suffer  that  paper,  together  with  the 
rest  of  the  materials  on  the  subject,  to  be  referred 
to  a  standing  committee,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  proposed,  or  to  a  select  and  special  com- 
mittee,as  he  (Mr.  I.)  believed  would  have  been  the 
better  course,  and  more  fitting  on  this  occasion. 
He  begged  leave  to  read  to  the  House  the  whole 
of  what  President  Washington  said,  in  the  jires- 
ence  of  his  Secretary  of  State,  Timothy  Pickering 
— whom  nobody  would  charge  with  Democracy — 
on  the  1st  of  January,  1796,  when  the  French 
minister,  Adet,  presented  to  him  the  colors  of 
France.  He  took  the  whole  paragraph,  from 
which  Mr.  Rush,  our  minister  at  France,  quoted 
only  the  last  part.  This  was  only  part  of  his 
speech — the  warmest  he  ever  made,  although  no 
doubt  he  spoke  the  honest  sentiments  of  his  mag- 
nanimous mind: 

"I  receive,  fir,  with  lively  sensibility  the  symbol  of  the 
triumphs  and  of  the  enfraiicliisemont  of  your  nation,  the 
colors  of  France,  which  you  have  now  presented  to  the 
L'nile<l  St.ites.  The  transaction  will  he  announced  to  Con- 
gress, and  the  colors  will  be  deposited  in  the  archives  of  the 
United  Slates,  which  are  at  once  the  evidence  and  the  me- 
morials of  their  freedom  and  independence.  May  this  be 
perpetual;  arid  may  the  friendship  of  the  two  republics  be- 
come commensurate  with  their  existence!" 

Now,  upon  this  proceeding  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  on  the  first  of  the  year — on  the 
1st  of  January,  1796,  which  in  his  speech  he  said 
he  selected  because  it  was  a  day  of  geneial  joy — 
upon  the  reading  to  this  House  of  what  General 
Washington  communicated  in  his  message  of  Jan- 
uary 4,  1796,  what  action  was  had .'  He  read  from 
the  Journal: 

"  A  mis-age  in  writing  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  Slates,  by  iMr.  Uandridge,  his  Secretary,  as 
followelh  : 

"  United  States,  Jmiunry  4,  1796. 
«'  Gentlemen  of  the  ScniUe  and  Uoa^e  o/  KejircsctittiliveH: 

''•  A  letter  from  Ihc  Ministir  rii'nipotentiary  of  the  French 
Republic,  rr:eeivcd  on  the  2iil  of  the  l.i.>t  niontli,  covered  an 
address.  diiKd  the  2Ut  of  October,  1794,  from  the  Coniniiltee 
nf  Public  Saf.ty  to  the  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
In  «!oiigr'-s9,  and  also  Informed  ine  that  he  was  instructed 
by  the  Coiumillee  lo  present  to  the  United  Slates  the  colors 
of  France.  I  thereupon  proposed  to  receive  them  la.st  Fri- 
day, the  first  day  of  the  new  year — a  day  of  gr'neial  joy  and 
conifrnliilation.  On  that  day  the  Minister  of  the  Fi-ench 
Kepiiblii-  deliviTed  the  colors,  wilh  an  address,  to  which  I 
reluriK  d  an  answer.  Uy  llie  Inner  the  House  will  see  that 
I  have  informed  the  Mini>ter  that  the  eolors  would  be  de- 
posited with  the  archives  of  the  United  Stalls. 

"  But  it  seemed  to  me  proper  previously  In  exhibit  lo  the 
two  Houses  of  Coneress  these  evidem  is  of  the  eontlmied 
friendship  of  the  French  Republic,  tojtciher  wiili  the  Henti-* 
inents  expressed  by  ine  on  the  occasion,  in  behalf  of  the 
United  StiiteR.    They  are  herewith  eommunirated. 

■%,':u,.    i.     "  GO.  WASHINGTON. 


"  The  said  messase  and  papers  therein  referred  to  were 
read  and  considered.     Whereupon, 

'^Resolved,  xinatiimoiislii,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  be  requested  to  ihnke  known  to  the  representatives 
of  the  French  people  that  this  House  hath  received  with 
the  most  sincere  and  lively  sensibility  the  communication 
of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  dated  the  21st  of  Octo- 
her,  1794,  accompanied  with  the  colors  of  the  French  Re- 
public, and  to  assure  them  that  the  presentation  of  the  colors 
of  the  French  Republic  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
is  deemed  the  most  honorable  testimonial  of  the  existing 
.sympathies  and  afiections  of  the  two  Republics,  founded 
upon  their  solid  and  reciprocal  interests,  and  that  this  House 
rejoices  in  the  opportunity  thereby  afforded  to  congratulate 
the  French  nation  upon  tjie  brilliant  and  glorious  achieve- 
ments which  have  been  accomplished  under  their  influence 
during  the  present  afflicting  war,  and  contidently  hopes  that 
those  achievements  will  be  attended  with  the  perfect  att.iin- 
ment  of  their  object,  the  permanent  esiablishnient  of  the 
liberties  and  happiness  of  a  great  and  magnanimous  people. 

'■Ordered,  That  Mr.  Giles  and  Mr.  Samuel  Smith  be  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  wait  on  the  President  with  the  fore- 
going resolution." 

Now,  suffer  him  (Mr.  L)  to  add,  that  he  had 
understood  that  the  message  of  the  President,  as 
it  had  been  read  in  the  Senate,  contained  an  allu- 
sion to  the  first  treaty  signed  by  the  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States — the  treaty  of  Paris, 
signed  by  Benjamin  Franklin,  Silas  Deane,  and 
Arthur  Lee,  together  with  Mr.  Gerard,  the  first 
minister  of  the  United  States  to  France — a  treaty 
which  he  had  often  heard  the  late  John  d.  Adams 
say  contained  the  germ  of  all  the  great  principles 
of  commercial  and  maritime  freedom,  as  anybody 
would  be  satisfied  by  an  examination  of  its  pro- 
visions. 

This  was  a  great  occasion,  ft  was  not  necessary 
that  he  should  follow  his  friend  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
McClernand]  in  the  expression  of  his  opinions. 
His  object  was  to  see  that  whatever  was  done 
might  be  worthy  of  this  great  occasion,  and  with 
as  nearly  as  possible  the  unanimity  of  the  former 
occasion;  that  there  might  be  no  party  division, 
but  that  the  voice  of  the  American  people  might 
be  spoken  as  it  ought  to  be  spoken — the  voice  of 
twenty  millions  of  people,  which  everybody  knew 
could  not  be  spoken  without  immense  eflfect.  And 
suffer  me  (said  Mr.  I.)  simply  to  say,  in  reference 
to  an  opinion  that  I  see  has  been  expressed  by  a 
highly  (iistinguished  member  of  this  Congress  in 
another  branch  of  this  building — with  whom  I  began 
public  life  here,  and  under  whom  it  may  be  said  I 
served  my  apprenticeship  here;  for  whom  nobody 
has  uniformly  entertained  stronger,  kinder,  more 
respectful  feelings — suffer  me  to  say  that  that  gen- 
tleman's doctrine  that  we  are  to  wait  is  to  me  a 
new  doctrine,  which  would  throw  our  weight  into 
the  scale  of  confusion,  of  civil  war,  and  very  prob- 
ably of  despotic  government;  whereas,  if  we  act 
promptly,  if  we  act  unanimously,  or  nearly  so,  if 
we  act  with  the  dignity,  if  we  act  with  the  decorum 
that  becomes  this  great  occasion,  the  consequence 
must  be,  without  any  other  interference  than  the 
mere  expression  of  the  good  will  of  the  American 
people  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
now  (with  the  communication  of  the  President,  of 
all  the  branches  of  this  Government)  that  every- 
where, not  merely  in  Fiance,  but  in  Italy,  England, 
Germany,  everywhere,  the  consequence  must  be 
the  peaceable  establishment  of  something  at  least 
approximating  to  the  public  institutions  of  this 
country. 

He  should  not  (he  remarked)  express  any  opin- 
ion as  to  what  these  resolutions  ought  to  be;  but 
the  withholding  them  any  longer  tlian  was  neces- 
sary to  couch  in  proper  phrase  the  judgment  of 
this  country,  was  to  promote  war  and  discord — to 
encourage  the  return  of  despotism  in  its  worst  and 
most  dangerous  form.  He  had  nothing  further 
to  say,  than  that  he  trusted  that  this  matter  would 
be  done,  when  it  v/as  done,  with  the  dignity  that 
belonged  to  this  House  and  the  other  House  of 
Congi'ess — with  the  decorum  that  belonged  to  the 
country.  He  trusted  that  '.hese  resolutions  would 
be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  and  promptly 
reported  and  acted  on. 

Mr.  HASKELL  remarked,  that  it  was  known 
to  the  House,  that,  during  the  last  week,  he  had 
given  formal  notice  that  upon  this  day  it  was  his 
intention  to  introduce  resolutions  here  exfiressive 
of  the  feelings  of  the  country  and  of  this  Congress 
in  reference  to  the  recent  political  or  revolutionary 
movement  in  France.  He  had  desired  to  imbody 
in  the  form  of  a  resolution  such  a  temperate,  but 
at  the  same  time  distinct,  expression  of  sentiment, 
as  he  thought  would  fully  accord  with  the  feeling 
that  now  animated  the  bosom  of  the  people  of  this 
country,  and  which  would  be  cheering  and  grati- 
fying lo  the  people  of  France.     And,  for  the  pur^ 


pose  of  commencing  a  few  remarks,  he  would  read 
to  the  House — which  he  had  the  right  to  dp,  for 
he  could  not  get  it  done  at  the  Clerk's  table — the 
resolutions  he  had  intended  to  off'er  to  this  body: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  Oon^e^s  nssemhled,  That  in  the 
recent  political  revolution  in  France,  resulting  in  the  .suc- 
cessful overthrow  of  a  monarchy,  and  ihe  adoption  of  a  well- 
Qrderi'd  Provisional  Kovcrninenl.  preparatory  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  permanent  freeMiistitutions,  they  find  ample 
cause  to  rejoice  wilh  the  friends  of  republican  governments 
throughout  the  world,  and  especially  with  the  patriotic  peo- 
ple of  France,  to  whom  are  hereby  tendered  the  sympiilhies 
and  conuralulations  of  the  people  and  government  of  the 
United  States. 

Resolved,  That  the  toleration  and  forbearance,  the  gener- 
osity and  iiiagnaniinity,  the  desire  to  maintain  order  and  to 
prevent  exce.^ses,  whicii  characlerized  the  citizens  of  Paris 
on  the  three  memorable  days  of  the  revolution,  (the  226, 
23ri,  and  24th  of  February  last,)  afford  a  well-grounded  hope 
that  the  work  which  they  have  so  auspiciously  begun  will 
be  happily  consummated,  to  the  honor  and  welfare  of  the 
French  nation,  in  the  permanent  establishment  of  a  free 
republican  government,  iiribodying  the  gieat  principles  of 
constitutional  and  regulateil  liberty. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  cause  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  American  minister  resident  at  Paris,  with 
instructions  to  present  them  to  the  Provisional  Government 
of  France. 

These  resolutions  he  had  endeavored  to  draw 
up  so  as  studiously  to  avoid  any  commitment  of 
the  United  States  or  of  this  Congress  to  any  of 
the  excesses  which  yet  might  flow  out  of  this  great, 
political  movement  in  France.  He  was  satisfied 
they  would  meet  with  the  general  approbation  of 
the  House.  He  thought  the  time  had  come,  that 
it  was  already  here,  when,  without  hesitation — 
promptly,  as  became  them — they  should  make 
some  manifestation  of  the  feeling  of  this  Congress 
in  reference  to  the  great  political  movement  in 
France.  In*the  hour  of  our  distress,  when  we 
were  endeavoring  to  throw  off  of  our  shoulders  the 
burden  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  France  did  not 
stand  coldly  by,  and  fold  her  arms,  and  look  on 
to  see  what  would  be  the  result,  but  she  flew  to 
our  aid  in  the  midst  of  the  glorious  struggle,  and 
the  life-blood  of  Frenchmen  was  poured  out  in  be- 
half of  American  independence.  He  saw  much  in 
the  movement  of  France  to  enlist  our  sympathies 
and  call  for  our  congratulations  at  this  moment. 
This  movement  in  France  assimilated  itself  to  no 
other  which  had  hitherto  marked  the  history  of 
that  nation;  it  was  characterized  by  none  of  those 
wild  excesses,  by  none  of  that  fearful  violence  and 
bloodshed  which  had  been  exhibited  on  previous 
occasions.  It  had  been  a  regular,  peaceful,  and, 
as  near  as  could  be,  a  bloodless  revolution.  The 
blood  of  French  citizens  had  flowed  in  the  streets 
of  Paris,  but  it  was  the  blood  of  the  people  who 
were  endeavoring  to  establish  for  themselves  true, 
constitutional,  well-regulated  republican  govern- 
ment, and  not  of  the  rulers  they  were  endeavoring 
to  reject.  In  the  conduct  of  Lamartine,  of  Arago, 
of  the  great  leading  spirits  of  this  movement,  we 
saw  nothing  but  what  afforded  high  proof  of 
patriotism  and  of  honest  desire  to  exert  their  in- 
fluence for  the  best  ends.  The  French  people  did 
not  themselves  at  first  perceive  the  extent  of  the 
gi-eat  movement.  Their  first  efforts  were  to  do 
away  with  their  odious  ministers,  not  to  over- 
turn the  entire  Government  and  establish  a  repub- 
lic; but  the  spirit  of  the  people  was  up;  it  could 
not  be  suppressed;  and  what  was  intended  only 
as  a  partial  revolution  had  ripened  almost  into 
the  full  fruition  of  constitutional  liberty.  We  had 
seen  the  leaders,  the  great  political  movers  of 
this  revolution,  standing  in  the  face  of  the  people 
of  France,  quelling  a  mob,  putting  down  their 
movements,  endeavoring  to  prevent  bloodshed, 
and  bring  them  to  accomplish  their  purposes  peace- 
ably, constitutionally.  In  this  we  had  reason  to 
rejoice,  and  in  the  conduct  of  the  great  and  patri- 
otic men  who  had  led  this  movement  we  saw  much 
to  sym])athize  with. 

He  was  sorry  that  it  had  been  thought  proper 
by  any  gentleman,  especially  by  any  gpiiileman  on 
this  siile  of  ihe  House,  to  introduce  an  amendment 
calculated  to  defeat  the  very  object  which  they  had 
in  view  in  proposing  to  express  the  sympathies  of 
Congress  and  of  the  American  people  in  all  sec- 
tions of  the  Union  with  France.  AVhat  did  the 
people  of  the  South  care  whether  France  abolished 
shivery  in  her  colonies  or  not.'  As  a  southern 
man,  he  stood  ready  to  rejoice  with  France  in  iho 
establishment  of  freedom',  and  of  regular,  well- 
constituted  lilerly.  She  might  aboli.^h  slavery  if 
she  saw  proper.  It  was  a  matter  with  which  we 
had   nothing  to  do.     But   the   introduction  of  the 
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amendment  was  calculated  to  awaken  unpleasant 
feelings  in  the  breasts  of  SQUthern  men,  and  to 
force  "them  to  vote  against  a  measure,  if  the  amend- 
ment were  incorporated,  which  they  would  other- 
wise most  cordially  support.  The  people  of  the 
South  did  not  complain  if  the  balance  of  the 
world  saw  fit  to  abolish  slavery  within  their  own 
jurisdictions.  As  a  southern  man,  as  a  slaveholder, 
"he  could  stand  by  and  cheerfully  see  Kentucky 
abolish  slavery  within  her  limits.  What  the  South 
complained  of,  was  not  that  other  people  were  en- 
deavoring to  ameliorate  their  condition,  to  abolish 
slavery  if  they  saw  fit,  but  of  the  unnecessary  in- 
terference of  other  people  with  them.  Had  they 
ever  reproached  Massachusetts,  or  New  Jersey,  or 
any  of  the  other  free  States,  because  they  in  their 
wisdom  had  seen  fit  to  abolish  slavery  within  their 
own  bounds?  No;  the  South  had  nothing  to  say 
to  the  balance  of  the  world;  none  of  the  States  of 
the  South  had  anything  to  do  with  any  of  their 
sister  States  in  reference  to  this  question,  any  more 
than  their  sister  Stales  had  to  do  with  their  inter- 
nal affairs. 

He  was  getting  sick  and  tired  of  this  continual 
thrusting  in  the  subject  of  slavery  into  this  Cham- 
ber upon  every  occasion,  whether  it  was  properly 
and  fairly  to  be  brouglit  before  the  House  or  not; 
and  he  believed,  before  God,  that  if  there  were  any 
men  here  who  were  doing  more  t(uin  others  to  stop 
the  progress  of  freedom,  to  injure  this  Govern- 
ment itself,  which  was  its  germ  and  bud,  already 
in  flower,  whose  fragrance  was  diffused  around  the 
earth,  and  was  stimulating  the  nations  to  exert 
themselves  to  enjoy  its  sweets,  and  to  establish 
among  themselves  the  principles  of  liberty — if  there 
were  any  men  who  were  inflicting  a  stab  upon  those 
principles,  and  hindering  their  advance,  it  was 
these  men  who  were  contiriually  introducing  this 
subject  of  slavery — a  subject  calculated  to  produce 
disunion  in  this  Hall,  and  among  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  and  put  out  this  light  of  free- 
dom towards  which  with  hope  were  turned  the 
eyes  of  the  downtrodden  world.  Is  your  love  for 
the  slaves  of  the  South  (asked  Mr.  H.)  such,  that 
for  the  purpose  of  advancing  their  interests,  as  you 
imagine,  you  are  willing  to  do  that  which  in  all 
probability  would  dissolve  those  bonds  which  bind 
this  people  together?  The  introduction  of  this 
amendment  (he  said)  could  have  no  practical  pur- 
pose; its  effect  could  only  be  pernicious. 

He  desired  to  see  this  House  come  to  this  ques- 
tion with  dignity.  He  desired  to  see  them  united 
in  hearty  cordial  congratulations  with  France  in 
the  great  political  movement  in  which  she  was  now 
progressing.  If  we  looked  all  over  the  world  we 
had  cause  for  congratulation  upon  the  advancement 
of  the  principles  of  human  liberty.  It  had  been 
well  remarked  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 
[Mr.  Hilliard]  that  the  days  of  kingcraft  had 
gone.  The  divine  right  of  kings  was  no  longer 
acknowledged.  The  kingdoms  of  Europe — not 
only  of  France,  but  of  Prussia,  Germany,  and  the 
minor  kingdoms  almost  without  an  exception, 
were  upheaving  beneath  the  throb  of  liberty  which 
was  animating  the  bosoms  of  their  people.  It  was 
from  this  country  that  they  had  caught  the  flame. 
It  was  by  looking  at  us  and  seeing  us  advancing  in 
greatness  and  harmony,  developing  our  resources, 
accumulating  wealth,  and  enjoying  all  the  benign 
effects  of  civil  and  religious  liberty — it  was  this 
view  of  our  condition  which  animated  and  inspired 
the  nations  of  the  world.  He  should  always, 
therefore,  witness  with  extreme  regret,  when  our 
mission  was  so  elevated,  so  lofty,  gentlemen  dis- 
turbing our  harmony  and  impairing  the  influence 
of  our  exE^mple  by  llie  introduction  of  propositions 
totally  foreign  to  the  subjects  under  consideration, 
and  calculated,  instead  of  making  us  an  example 
to  the  world,  to  render  us  a  distracted,  divided, 
unhappy  people. 

Under  other  circumstances  he  would  have  pre- 
ferred that  this  subject  should  not  be  referred  at 
all;  as  it  now  stood,  and,  if  it  remained  before  the 
House,  as  he  could  perceive  that  continual  amend- 
ments would  be  offered,  the  object  of  which  would 
be  to  defeat  the  resolutions,  he  should  favor  the 
motion  to  refer. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLLsaid  he  should  exceed- 
ingly regret  that  any  action  should  be  taken  on  the 
part  of  this  House,  in  regard  to  the  very  important 
circumstances  which  were  now  under  considera- 
tion, without  an  additional  element  to  those  con- 
tained in  any  one  of  the  propositions  hitherto 
presented  by  any  of  his  friends.     The  suggestions 


in  the  resolutions  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  came  nearer  to  the  object  he  had  in 
view  than  those  in  any  others  he  had  heard  read 
to-day.  But  he  thought  there  were  elements  in 
the  late  movement  in  France  which  transcended 
either  the  suggestions  that  had  been  made  in  the 
resolutions  first  offered  or  in  the  resolutions  sug- 
gested as  an  anticipated  amendment  on  the  part  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee. 

On  the  part  of  the  populace  of  France  there  had 
been  indicated  already,  in  the  course  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  that  great  revolution,  a  respect  for  religion 
that  consecrated  the  transactions  of  the  22d  and  23d 
of  February ;  and  he  rejoiced  at  the  proof  and  prom- 
ise to  the  world  that  the  reign  of  terror  would  never 
again  succeed,  in  France,  the  reign  of  liberty. 

It  will  become  us,  at  some  proper  opportunity — 
it  might  now,  for  what  we  know — to  offer  our  con- 
gratulations to  all  the  world  that  have  partaken  of 
the  spirit  of  liberty  which  animates  our  institutions, 
and  that  has  preserved  us  a  united  and  happy  peo- 
ple. But  he  trusted  that  the  time  would  never  come 
when  morality,  and  religion,  and  piety  should  be 
forgotten  among  a  people  where  order  and  law  were 
the  special  objects  of  the  consideration  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

There  was  another  subject  that  he  thought  ought 
to  be  introduced  into  the  considerations  of  this 
House  before  any  action  on  its  part  went  out  to 
the  country  and  the  world.  Those  n^  who  had 
led  in  the  present  French  revolution — some  of  them 
knew,  all  of  them  had  read  in  history,  that  there 
was  a  tendency  during  the  events  of  more  than  half 
a  century  ago  to  bloodshed  and  cruelty  so  dire  that 
humanity  blushed  at  the  prospect  as  it  now  blushed 
at  the  retrospect.  One  of  the  numerous  acts  put 
forth  by  the  Provisional  Government,  with  a  view 
to  guard  against  that  precise  result,  was  for  a  sea- 
son, and  perhaps  forever,  the  abohtion  of  capital 
punishment.  The  reign  of  terror  has  ceased — is 
at  an  end— and  the  reign  of  the  guillotine  is  gone 
forever. 

He  had  not  expected,  until  within  the  last  ten 
minutes,  to  say  anything  on  this  important  sub- 
ject. He  regretted  that  the  suggestion  had  not  been 
made,  either  in  resolution  or  in  debate,  by  some 
other  member  who  had  taken  a  special  part  in  these 
proceedings;  but  he  could  not  reconcile  it  to  his  judg- 
ment to  sit  by  while  action  was  about  to  be  taken, 
without  intimating  this  suggestion,  which  was  im- 
portant in  any  movement  which  the  House  might 
see  fit  to  adopt. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  said  it  was  not  his  purpose  to 
enter  at  length  into  a  debate  upon  France,  her  his- 
tory, her  present  condition,  or  her  prospects.  But 
inasmuch  as  his  friend  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Hil- 
liard] and  his  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Has- 
kell] seemed  to  have  misapprehended  the  spirit 
and  perhaps  the  language  of  the  resolutions  he  had 
had  the  honor  to  offer,  he  deemed  it  nothing  more 
than  right,  in  self-justification,  to  say  a  few  words 
on  this  subject. 

Those  gentlemen  seemed  to  apprehend  and  to 
intimate — not  by  expression  direct,  but  rather  by 
inuendo — that  there  was  something  in  those  reso- 
lutions that  breathed  a  spirit  of  propagandism,  or, 
if  you  please,  the  spirit  of  revolution.  He  begged 
leave  to  say  to  those  gentlemen  and  to  all  others, 
that  he  had  drawn  up  the  resolutions,  as  he  con- 
ceived, with  care  to  meet  the  separate  and  distinct 
propositions  which  had  a  bearing  on  the  political 
condition  of  France  and  the  general  principles  of 
self-government  in  republican  forms  of  govern- 
ment. To  vindicate  himself  against  the  imputa- 
tion, either  director  collateral, of  havingintroduced 
into  this  Hall  anything  inflammatory,  Jacobinical, 
or  propagandist,  he  would  proceed  to  read  the  res- 
olutions in  their  order;  and  if  any  gentleman  saw 
fit  to  take  exception  to  them,  or  to  what  he  should 
say  upon  them,  he  desired  to  have  him  rise  and 
express  it. 

[He  read  the  first  of  his  resolutions.] 
There  was  nothing  more  than  the  averment  (he 
said)  of  an  abstract  proposition;  and  he  asked  gen- 
tlemen, was  there  anything  in  it  to  which  any  gen- 
tleman could  take  exception,  either  in  language  or 
sentiment?  If  there  was,  he  desired  to  hear  it. 
Were  they  not  the  principles  of  self-government, 
emanating,  like  the  rays  of  the  sun,  from  the  cen- 
tre, and  spreading  themselves  over  the  length  and 
breadth  of  this  land,  and  not  confining  themselves 
to  this  happy  country,  but  crossing  the  confines  of 
tyranny,  entering  within  the  borders  where  crowns 
rulea^ud  wiiere  soldiers  control  the  mind  of  the  peo- 


ple, where  political  and  religious  liberty  are  not 
tolerated,  and  where  the  press  is  muzzled  ?  It  be- 
came the  people  of  the  United  States  to  rejoice  that 
the  principles  of  .self-government  had  been  dissem- 
inated and  favorably  received.  Did  gentlemen  take 
exceptions  to  this  or  not? 

[He  then  read  the  second  resolution.] 
He  had  an  object  (he  said)  in  drawing  this  res- 
olution, and  his  purpose  was,  that  when  this  nation, 
through  its  Representatives  in  this  Hall  and  the 
other  Hall  of  Congress,  should  send  to  France  the 
glad  tidings  of  our  sympathies  with  them;  when 
we  should  promulgate  them  to  the  world,  whether 
bond  or  free,  whether  ruled  by  crowns  or  officers 
of  their  own  choice,  he  wished  to  proclaim  to  them — 
accompanying  our  sympathies,  accompanying  our 
approbation  of  all  laudable,  all  rational  efforts  to 
free  mankind  from  the  shackles  of  tyranny — the 
high  principle  which  we  hold  sacred  and  right,  that 
the  legitimate  source  of  all  political  power  is  the 
will  of  the  people  only,  the  object  of  its  exercise 
their  good.  It  would  be  recollected  by  gentlemen 
that  the  principle  was  announced  by  the  Premier 
of  the  late  Government,  (Guizot,)  when  speaking 
of  the  French  constitution,  not  one  year  since,  that 
the  King  was  the  source  of  all  political  power,  and 
that  whatever  power  was  not  granted  by  the  King 
to  his  subjects  was  reserved  to  the  King.  This 
was  the  doctrine  of  monarchs,  of  the  crowned 
heads  of  the  world.  To  show  that  we  held  doc- 
trines diametrically  opposite,  he  had  framed  this 
resolution. 

Did  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Has- 
kell] and  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Hil- 
liard] take  exception  to  the  language?  Were  they 
unwilling  to  say  that  the  only  legitimate  source  of 
political  power  is  the  will  of  the  people,  and  the 
only  rightful  end  of  its  exercise  their  good  ?  That 
resolution  was  framed  on  the  principle  which  in- 
volved a  radical  difference  between  a  republic  and 
a  monarchy.  Here  we  maintain  that  the  people 
are  the  source  of  all  power,  and  that  whatever 
power  was  not  delegated  by  the  Constitution,  was 
reserved  to  the  people.  But  in  France,  the  Premier 
declared  that  all  power  was  inherent  in  the  King, 
and  that  all  powers  not  conferred  by  the  King  were 
reserved  by  him.  Now,  he  desired  France  and 
the  world  to  know  the  fundamental  principle  which 
we  maintained,  and  wherein  we  differed  in  that  re- 
spect from  the  doctrine  which  had  been  cherished 
by  the  occupant  of  their  throne  and  his  ministers. 
So  much  for  the  second  resolution. 

His  third  resolution  set  forth  the  sentiment  that 
we  sincerely  hoped  the  downtrodden  might  succeed 
in  breaking  down  all  forms  of  tyranny  and  op- 
pression, and  in  the  establishment  of  free  and  na- 
tional governments,  for  the  good  of  the  governed, 
and  not  for  the  aggrandizement  of  those  who  gov- 
erned. And  did  gentlemen  take  exception  to  that? 
Was  that  incorrect?  Was  not  a  government  of 
laws  good  for  the  governed;  of  laws  for  the  gen- 
eral good  of  all,  and  not  for  the  aggrandizement  of 
those  who  govern?  He  thought  it  was  a  self-evi- 
dent proposition.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that 
gentlemen  of  education  might  not  have  expressed 
themselves  in  better  terms.  He  thought  it  possi- 
ble that  gentlemen  of  high  attainments,  belles-lettres 
scholars,  might  have  made  the  language  more  pleas- 
ing; he  sought  only  the  use  of  such  language  as 
would  clearly  convey  the  sentiment  which  he  de- 
sired to  express  courteously  and  respectfully.  That 
was  all  he  desired. 

And  what  were  the  terms  of  the  next  resolu- 
tion? That  we  tendered  our  warmest  sympathies 
to  the  people  of  France  and  Italy  in  their  present 
struggle  for  reform,  and  sincerely  hoped  they  might 
succeed  in  establishing  free  and  constitutional  gov- 
ernment, emanating  from  and  based  upon  the  will 
of  the  governed,  suited  to  their  wants  and  condi- 
tion, and  such  as  would  secure  to  them  liberty  and 
safety.  He  did  not  desire  to  tender  sympathy 
with  France  as  she  was  in  '92,  nor  if  she  was  to 
be  turned  loose,  like  a  wounded  tiger,  to  destroy, 
and  lacerate,  and  tear  to  pieces.  He  expressed 
no  sympathy  with  licentiousness  anywhere.  He 
had  no  approval  for  wanton  destruction  at  any 
time.  He  desired  that  the  good  of  the  people 
should  be  secured  and  made  safe.  He  simply 
expressed,  in  that  resolution,  the  hope  that  France 
would  succeed  in  the  establishment  of  a  free  con- 
stitutional government  as  tiie  result  of  her  present 
struggle  for  reform;  and  he  had  a  motive  for  using 
the  tenns  "  constitutional  government. "  He  used 
them    with    the    succeeding    explanatory    terms: 
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"  emanatini^  from  and  based  upon  the  will  of  the 
'  governed,  suited   to  their  wants  and   condition, 
•and    such   as   will    secure    to    them    liberty   and 
•  safety,"  because  he  thought  it  was  evident — the 
history  of  mankind  had  shown  the  correctness  of 
his  opinion,  and  he  doubted  not  would  continue 
to  show  its   correctness — that  a    republican  gov- 
ernment could  not  exist  as  a  great  central  gov- 
ernment.    The   histories   of  France,  and   Rome, 
and  Greece,  gave   their  attestation  to  this  truth. 
France  could  not  maintain  a  great  central  repub- 
can   government.     France  must  divide  her  empire 
into  States.    She  must  establish  local  governments, 
where  the  rights  of  property  and  personal  liberty 
should  obtain  security  from  local  legislation.     And 
when   she   had  divided   her  empire,  and  in  each 
division    established    a   local    government    which 
should  satisfy  and  depend  on  the  will  of  the  govern- 
ed, she  must  emulate  us  still  further.     She  must 
link  those  several  divisions  together  by  a  national 
government,  established   on  the  same  principle  as 
our  own.     Enlightened  as  this  Congress  might  be, 
patriotic  as  he  doubted  not  it  was,  it  could  not  sat- 
isfactorily legislate  for  twenty-eight  or  thirty  States 
of  this  Union.     There  were  many  interests  which 
could  not   be  legislated  upon  but  by  a  local  legis- 
lature.    Congress   could   not   wisely  legislate  for 
Maine  and  Louisiana,  for  Michigan  and  Virginia. 
The  legislation  for  those  States  must  be  local  and 
immediate,  or  it  would  not  be  efficient  and  such  as 
would  answer  the  purpose  of  their  citizens.     So, 
if  France  were  made  a  great  central   republic,  and 
if  Paris  were  made  the  great  heart  of  that  mighty 
republic,  when  Paris  should  move,  every  limb  and 
nerve  would  quiver  in  sympathy.     There  would 
be  danger  m  such  a  government.     It  would  be  im- 
practicable in  its  operation.     Make  such  a  repub- 
lic, and  it  would  inevitably  dissolve  in  a  compara- 
tively short  period  of  time  in  confusion  and  blood. 
Hence  he  had  introduced   into  his  resolutions  the 
qualifying  terms  which  he  had  read,  hoping  that 
she  would  succeed  in  establishing  free  and  consti- 
tutional governments,  emanating  from  and  based 
upon  the  will  of  the  governed,  suited  to  their  wants 
and  condition,  and  such  as  will  secure  to  them  lib- 
erty and   safety.     Did  gentlemen  take  exceptions 
to  that?     If  the  gentlemen   from  Tennessee  and 
Alabama  objected  to  that,  he  desired  that  their  ob- 
jections should  be  promulgated  here,  that  it  might 
be  known  what  they  were.     But  he  believed  they 
could  not  object  to  a  resolution  which  sinijily  in- 
dicates that  if  France  should  establish  a  central 
republican   government,    she    would    establish    a 
government  whose    construction    was   incompati- 
ble with  permanency — a  government  which  could 
not  exist;  and  if  France  tried   it,  we  should  see 
her  fall.     If,  however,  she  should  divide  her  em- 
pire into  States  of  suitable  size,  and  establish  local 
constitutional  legislatures  in  each,  and  then  link 
together  these  sovereignties  into  one  great  national 
government,  France  could  and  would,  with  proper 
moderation,  succeed.     France  asked  for  no  sym- 
pathy  from   this   country.      The  sympathy  they 
proposed  to  offer  was  a  voluntary  oli'ering.    It  was 
a  free  and  spontaneous  expression  of  the  jiublic 
sympathy  pervading  this  Union.     They  all  knew 
that  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe  were  ever  war- 
ring against  the   principle  of  re[)ublicanism.     In 
Mexico  they  warred  against  it,  by  their  intrigues. 
In  the  United  States  it  was  subjected  to  their  sneers 
and   mockeries.      But  when   a  prince  was   born, 
Europe  celebrated  the  event  with  extravagant  fes- 
tivities; and  when  a  republic  was  born  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth ,  should  not  republican  America 
rejoice  and   be  exceeding  glad?     Were  our  voices 
to   be  hushed   into   silence,   were   our  lips   to   be 
sealed,  were  our  hearts  not  to  heave  with  Joy,  lest 
we  should  expose  ourselves   to   some  imaginary 
evil?     No.     Liberty  had  been  secured  for  France. 
France  ha.s  performed  a  miracle;  she  hud  accom- 
plished that  which  hud  never  before  been  done  by 
a  nation  of  thirty-five  millions  of  people;  she  had 
overthrown  and  cast  from  lier  the  most  crafty  and 
subtle  enemy  of  free  government,  though  allied 
with  four  other  crowned   heads;  and  America  had 
in  this  much  cause  to  rejoice.     The  King  of  the 
P'rench   was   not  only  in   close  alliance  with  the 
principal  Courts  of  Europe,  but  he  had  family  alli- 
ances with   Brazil,  and  Spain,  and   lielgium,  and 
other    Courts,    likewise.      He   was    the    proudest 
monarch  of  Eurojie;  his  was  a  Couit   the  most 
aplcndid  in  the  world;  and  he  fondly  hoped  that 
his  descendants  might  sit  on  that  throne  which  he 
had  80  long  occupied,  and  the  power  of  which  he 


had  exerted  to  extort  by  taxation  hundreds  of  mil- 
lions from  his  people,  whose  subjection  he  ima- 
gined he  could  secure  by  cannon  planted  freely 
around  them.  But  where  now  was  that  throne? 
Swept  away  as  a  worthless  bauble.  And  where 
was  that  haughty  and  powerful  monarch  ?  An  exile 
in  a  foreign  land,  whose  shores  he  sought,  wearied 
and  penniless.  He  supplicated  the  protection  of 
England's  Glueen,  in  the  borrowed  garb  of  a  sail- 
or, and  by  the  voluntary  aid  of  poor  fishermen. 
Surely,  such  a  revolution  as  this,  with  so  small  a 
loss  of  life — so  perfect  a  change,  with  so  little  to 
deplore  in  its  accomplishment,  should  not  pass  by 
without  eliciting  our  joyful  approval. 

He  must  express  the  hope  that  France  would 
study  well  the  principles  of  the  government  she 
was  about  to  establish,  so  that  she  would  secure 
the  good  of  the  governed,  and  then  that  France 
would  be  let  alone  by  other  Governments.  Fiance, 
as  had  been  said  by  one  of  her  statesmen  and  phi- 
losophers who  assisted  to  control  the  elements  of 
her  revolution — France,  as  was  said  by  Lamartine, 
was  no  propagandist,  desirous  to  disturb  the  other 
nations  of  Europe.  All  that  France  wanted  was, 
to  be  let  alone,  and  she  would  vindicate  herself  and 
secure  her  rights. 

But  he  must  pass  on  to  the  next  resolution, 
which  tendered  our  sympathies  and  hopes  of  suc- 
cess to  every  people  who  are  seeking  the  blessings 
of  free  and  jjp.tional  government.  It  expressed  the 
opinion,  that  whatever  of  blood  and  treasure  might 
be  spent  in  the  struggle  of  the  oppressed  against 
the  oppressor  was  to  be  charged  to  tiie  unjust  resist- 
ance of  the  oppressor,  who  strove  to  hold  and  ex- 
ercise the  rights  of  the  people,  usurped  against 
their  will,  and  exercised  for  tlie  benefit  of  the  few 
and  the  oppression  of  the  many,  and  not  to  the  peo- 
ple, who  sought  only  to  regain  and  exercise  their 
natural  rights  in  such  manner  as  would  best  secure 
and  promote  their  own  happiness  and  safety.  And 
was  there  a  bosom  in  that  House  that  would  not 
heave  responsively  to  such  sentiments?  When  he 
drew  that  resolution  he  had  his  mind's  eye  on  a 
particular  Government.  He  was  contemplating 
the  colossal  power  of  Austria,  the  enemy  of  free 
government,  and  ever  ready  to  secure  to  royalty 
atfluenceand  power,  while  its  subjects  pined  in  pov- 
erty and  chains.  Now,  he  denied  that  the  God  of 
Nature  ever  intended  that  monarchs  should  usurp 
the  lights  of  men.  God  never  designed  that  one 
man,  by  a  mere  ukase,  should  consign  miserable 
men  to  Siberia,  there  to  linger  out  a  Trozen  exist- 
ence. Governments  which  sanctioned  such  tyran- 
nies, and  usurped  the  rights  of  the  people,  were 
unjust  governments.  He  acknowledged  not  "  the 
divine  right  of  kings,''  v/hich  was  taught  by  the 
Governments  of  Europe;  and  he  approved  the  doc- 
trine which  they  disapproved,  that  the  people  pos- 
sessed the  capacity  for  self-government.  Under 
the  surveillance  of  the  minister,  the  want  of  ca()a- 
city  in  the  people  and  the  divine  right  of  kings  was 
instilled  into  the  minds  of  the  Austrians,  and  her 
press  inculcated  the  same  doctrine.  For  forty 
years  Prince  Meiternicli,  who  knew  no  superior 
as  a  crafty  statesman,  had  maintained  these  doc- 
trines; but  even  he,  when  he  heard  the  rights  of 
the  people  were  secured  in  France,  laid  down  his 
robes  and  skulked  from  the  place  which  he  had  so 
long  disgraced. 

Ill  these  resolutions  he  had  expressed  simple 
elementary  truths,  as  well  as  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  government,  for  the  security  of  true  liberty ; 
and  when  they  were  read  by  intelligent  minds,  it 
would  be  seen  that  they  were  such  us  all  the  friends 
of  liberty  could  approve.  They  were  simply  this: 
we  rejoice  that  the  freedom  ot  mankind  and  the 
principles  of  free  government  are  progressing;  and 
in  the  cases  of  I'rance  and  Italy  we  express  the 
hope  that  they  may  succeed  in  effecting  their  re- 
forms and  in  establishing  free  and  constitutional 
governments,  which  will  secure  to  them  liberty 
and  safety.  He  would  no  longer  trespass  on  tiie 
attention  of  the  House. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  desired  to  express  his  hearty 
concurrence  in  the  resolutions  of  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  Cummins;]  and  he  took  this  occasion  to  thank 
that  gentleman  for  the  feelings  which  prompted 
him  to  bring  them  forward  at  this  seasonable  j)e- 
riod.  He  would  be  ignorant  of  the  sensations  of 
his  own  breast  on  the  present  occasion  if  he  could 
indulge  in  any  party  feeling.  It  was  uii  occasion 
that  reached  lurther  than  J)arty,  and  took  a  strong- 
er hold  of  the  feelings  of  mankind.  'I'hese  reso- 
lutions were  us  broad  as  the  territory  of  civilized 


man;  nay,  further,  they  embraced  the  whole  fam- 
ily of  man.  They  looked  to  the  raising  up,  to  the 
exalting  of  our  race;  to  the  enlightening  of  the 
ignorant,  to  the  freeing  of  the  bound,  and  to  the  lib- 
eration of  those  who  were  in  shackles;  they  looked 
to  the  disarming  of  the  tyrant  and  to  the  wresting 
of  the  scourge  from  the  overseer's  hands,  and  he 
again  expressed  his  thanks  to  his  colleague  for  in- 
troducing them.  But  he  was  prompted  by  another 
reason  on  the  present  occasion.  The  little  expe- 
rience he  had  had  in  this  Hall  had  taught  him  t.i 
foresee  the  fate  of  his  colleague's  resolutions.  They 
would  not  pass  this  body.  His  colleague  would 
have  his  aid  to  carry  them  through,  and  the  aid  of 
many  others  on  this  floor;  but  nevertheless  their 
fate  was  sealed.  He  would  say  to  the  gentlemen 
who  were  ready  to  vote  for  these  resolutions,  "  You. 
cannot  get  such  a  series  of  self-condemning  reso- 
lutions through  this  body."  He  cared  not  what 
party  he  addressed  in  this  House;  these  burning 
truths  would  not  be  uttered  by  the  men  who  con- 
trol this  Government.  It  never  would  be,  it  never 
could  be;  and  in  making  these  remarks,  he  repeat- 
ed, he  spoke  not  as  a  party  man.  He  imputed 
nothing  wrong  to  the  opposite  party.  He  rejoiced 
at  the  evidence  of  justice  and  propriety  which 
prompted  a  member  of  the  other  side  of  the  House 
to  offer  these  resolutions.  He  rejoiced  even  more 
than  if  they  had  come  from  his  own  side. 

But  he  regretted  somewhat  that  his  colleague  was 
not  a  Httle  more  explicit,  and  that  he  did  not  go  as 
far  as  those  who  sat  here  in  1776,  and  gave  expres- 
sion to  the  feelings  of  their  breasts  in  the  undying 
truths  and  burning  words  which  they  uttered.  He 
regretted  that  his  colleague  with  them  had  not  main- 
tained that  man ,  whatever  his  complexion,  or  color, 
or  station,  or  degree  might  be,  was  born  free  and 
equal;  though  he  did  not  expect  to  see  his  colleague 
carry  such  burning  truths  through  this  House.  We 
dared  not  repeat  what  our  forefathers  proclaimed  to 
an  admiring  world.  No,  we  dared  not  assert  the 
rights  of  our  race — wecould  notstand  forthfreefrom 
contaminating  prejudices  and  say  to  the  world  that 
man,  in  all  his  varied  station  and  complexion,  is 
born  free  and  equal.  His  colleague  was  somewhat 
cautious  when  speaking  of  this  point.  While  he 
(Mr.  G.)  rejoiced  as  heartily  as  any  man  could  re- 
joice, that  the  chains  of  oppression  by  which  the 
people  of  France  were  bound  and  held  in  bondage 
had  been  broken — while  he  rejoiced  as  heartily  as 
any  man  could  rejoice  that  the  crowned  head  of 
that  nation  had  lost  his  power — he  rejoiced  more 
sincerely  and  deeply  when  he  looked  to  the  three 
hundred  thousand  slaves,  bound  down  by  chains 
that  were  festering  and  rusting  into  the  flesh,  and 
considered  what  their  feelings  must  be  when  the 
news  was  carried  to  them  that  the  hour  of  their 
freedom  approached.  Had  he  the  eloquence  of  a 
Patrick  Henry  and  the  inspiration  of  an  ancient 
Roman,  he  could  not  give  expression  to  the  feelings 
of  his  heart  when  he  read  the  decree  of  the  Pro- 
visional Government  of  France  that  its  colonial 
slavery  was  abolished.  But  he  was  humbled  and 
mortified  that  his  colleague  dared  not  allude  to  those 
three  hundred  thousand  men,  and  women,  and 
children,  who  for  ages  had  groaned  and  sighed 
and  wept  in  slavery,  but  who  now  were  soon  to 
stand  forth  in  all  the  dignity  of  mankind.  Tiny 
would  remain  no  longer  in  tlie  capacity  of  chattels, 
to  be  bought  and  sold,  but  they  would  be  raised  to 
the  dignity  of  their  nature,  the  dignity  of  man,  and 
to  the  enjoyment  of  those  rights  from  which  they 
had  been  so  long  debarred.  When  the  glad  tidings 
were  conveyed  to  those  husbands  and  wives  and 
fathers  and  children,  what  must  have  been  the 
emotions  of  their  breasts  ?  And  should  he  hesitate 
to  sjieak  forth  here  in  a  Christian  land  and  in  a 
Christian  Congress,  the  outpourings  of  his  heart 
and  soul  on  such  an  occasion  ? 

Mr.  HASKELL  desired  to  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  that  if  there  were  any  slaves  in  the  col- 
onies of  France,  he  was  ignorant  of  the  spot  where 
they  were  to  be  found.  He  was  informed  by  a 
gentleman  who  was  well  versed  in  the  history  of  the 
French  Government,  and  he  believed  that  this  de- 
cree of  the  Provisional  Government  was  introduced 
by  M.  Arago,  who  was  more  of  a  philosopher  than 
a  statesman,  and  who  was  perhaps  ignorant  on  the 
subject  of  colonial  slavery.  If  there  were  any 
slaves  in  the  French  colonies,  he  would  be  glad  if 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  would  tell  him  where. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Go  to  any  abolition  society 
north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  and  they  will 
tell  you.     From  them  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
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see  would  learn  something  of  the  slavery  of  Gua- 
daloupe  and  Martinique,  and  tlip.  other  colonies  of 
the  French  Governnnent.  IP  the  gentleman  had 
understood  the  subject,  if  he  had  looked  at  suffer- 
ing humanity  which  existed  on  those  islands,  lie 
would  not  have  asked  where  in  the  French  colonies 
slavery  existed  ?  He  had  not  e.\-pectcd  such  a  ques- 
tion. Tlie  gentleman  from  Tennessee  should  have 
known  that  tiie  Government  under  Louis  Philippe, 
years  ago,  sought  to  throw  off  the  shackles  of  the 
slaves  of  Guadaloupe  and  Martinique.  They  had 
his  (Mr.  G.'s)  sympathies,  and  he  believed  the 
same  love  of  liberty  which  pervaded  his  heart,  the 
same  desire  to  raise  the  bowed  down  and  degraded , 
the  same  anxiety  for  the  diffusion  of  intelligence  and 
the  exaltation  of  virtue  which  he  felt,  influenced 
the  heart  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  He 
was  pleased  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
say  tliat  he  approved  of  the  abolition  of  the  slaves. 
Mr.  HASKELL  said  he  might  not  have  ex- 
pressed himself  very  clearly.  What  he  intended 
to  have  said  was,  that  the  South  was  no  propa- 
gandist on  the  subject  of  slavery.  The  South  did 
not  desire  to  extend  it,  but  they  desired  those  who 
held  slaves  to  act  for  themselves,  without  exterior 
interference,  and  to  abolish  them  for  themselves,  if 
they  pleased  to  do  so,  and  the  South  would  not 
complain,  if  France  emancipated  her  slaves,  the 
South  would  not  complain.  They  would  not  com- 
plain if  Kentucky  did  so  too.  In  this  Tennessee 
would  have  no  riijht  to  interfere. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  rejoiced  to  hear  that.  The 
conversion  of  the  South  on  the  subject  of  slavery 
was  absolutely  more  sudden  than  tliat  of  St.  Paul. 
Light  had  come  upon  their  path  suddenly,  and  he 
regretted  that  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  express 
the  gratitude  of  his  heart  on  hearing  such  cheering 
intelligence. 

Mr.  HASKELL  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  did  not  understand  him  to  be  a  quasi  abo- 
litionist, nor  a  half-way  slavery  man.  He  believed 
the  institution  of  slavery  to  be  of  divine  origin, 
and  that  God  in  his  wisdom  had  made  negroes  for 
the  benefit  of  white  men.  But,  while  he  believed 
that  he  had  the  right- to  hold  slaves,  and  that  Ten- 
nessee )iad  the  right  to  uphold  the  institution  of 
slavery,  and  that  nobody  else  had  the  right  to  in- 
terfere with  them,  neither  he  nor  she  desired  to 
interfere  with  others, 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  was  always  glad  to  be  unde- 
ceived. If  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  no 
pulsation  for  humanity,  he  desired  to  hear  the  gen- 
tleman say  so.  But  allusion  had  been  made  to 
complexion,  and  he  desired  to  ask  the  gentleman 
where  he  would  draw  the  dividing  shade?  Was  ' 
it  half  white,  quarter  white,  or  two-thirds  v/hite.' 
If  they  went  to  the  plantations  of  some  gentlemen  ; 
JntheSouth,  various  shades  of  color  would  be  found. 
Here  was  a  grave  question,  which  came  home  to 
his  understanding,  and  hewould  like  to  knowwhere 
to  fix  the  line,  and  how  much  white  blood  should 
flow  in  the  veins  of  man.  If  men  were  to  be  meas- 
ured by  their  complexion,  he  would  repudiate  the 
sentiments  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  more 
strongly  than  that  gentleman  could  his.  Was,  then, 
complexion  the  rule  of  right?  In  God's  name,  in 
what  age  did  we  live  I  Did  it  come  to  this,  that,  in 
an  American  Congress,  a  gentleman  could  come 
forth  and  declare  that  complexion  was  the  rule  of 
liberty?  Why,  the  French  people  were  darker  than 
either  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  or  himself. 

But  again:  his  colleague  [Mr.  Cummins]  had 
taken  occasion  to  say  that  he  was  not  a  propagan- 
dist. He  (Mr.  G.)  was  a  propagandist.  He  thought 
his  colleague  did  not  understand  the  term.  He 
(Mr.  G.)  would  extend  liberty  wherever  humanity 
could  be  found — wherever  there  was  a  man,  cre- 
ated in  the  image  of  his  Maker,  to  whom  God  gave 
power  over  all  other  things — and  to  man  in  the  dig- 
nity of  his  nature  would  he  give  liberty.  He  had, 
therefore, greatly  rejoiced  when  he  read  that  France 
had  thrown  open  her  slave  prisons.  But  how  could 
this  House  join  in  thanks  to  the  French  nation  for 
that?  Look  from  that  window,  and  there  they 
would  see  a  slave-pen,  whose  gloomy  walls,  in 
mute  but  eloquent  terms,  proclaimed  the  iiypocrisy 
of  the  deed.    There  were  iiusbands,and  wives,  and 
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children,  confined  in  that  prison-house,  whose  hu- 
man flesh  was  an  article  of  commerce.  That  slave 
trade  was  maintained  by  the  laws  of  Congress,  by 
whose  sanction  they  had  seen  their  servants  taken 
from  their  very  presence  by  inhuman  slave-dealers, 
and, gagged  and  manacled,  borne  to  slavery.  The 
law  by  which  it  was  done  was  their  own  law — a 
law  passed  by  Congress,  and  upheld  for  years,  and 
which  they  continued  to  sustain ;  and  yet  they  were 
now  complimenting  the  French  because  they  had 
stricken  the  shackles  from  their  own  slaves  !  Now, 
would  it  not  recoil  on  themselves?  Would  not  the 
French  cast  it  back  upon  them  with  indignation? 
Would  they  not  look  with  disgust  on  such  decep- 
tion and  hypocrisy,  when  they  saw  a  nation  of 
slave-dealers  tendering  their  sympathy  to  a  free 
people?  A  Congress  refusing  to  stop  the  traffic  in 
man  here  was  tendering  its  sj'mpathy  across  the 
Atlantic  because  he  had  got  his  freedom  elsewhere  ! 
Was  it  not  gross  hypocrisy,  and  would  it  not  be 
so  viewed  by  that  people  ? 

He  had  already  detained  the  House  longer  than 
he  intended  when  he  rose.  He  had  risen  simply 
to  express  the  feelings  which  animated  his  own 
breast  when  he  received  the  news  of  which  he  had 
spoken,  and  his  deep  and  heartfelt  sympathy  with  a 
people  that  had  shown  itself  determined  to  be  free; 
and,  having:  done  so,  he  should  resume  his  seat. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  his  principal  purpose  in  rising 
was  to  exhibit,  in  all  its  deformity,  the  character 
of  the  amendment  which  had  been  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Ashmun;] 
but  before  he  did  so,  he  desired  to  submit  to  the 
House  a  few  remarks  in  vindication  of  the  motion 
which  he  had  had  the  honor  to  make.  On  all  occa- 
sions of  this  sort,  when  they  were  attempting  to 
institute  a  national  action;  when  they  were  insti- 
tuting a  proceeding  which  would  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  other  nations  of  the  civilized  world,  he 
thought  Iheir  proceedings  ought  to  be  marked  by 
deliberation.  He  thought  the  world  should  see 
that  their  action  had  not  been  the  result  of  a  mo- 
mentary impulse,  but  of  calm  and  deliberate  con- 
sideration; and  therefore  it  was  that  he  thought 
that  in  a  movement  of  this  sort  the  House  ought 
not  to  act  on  the  resolution  until  it  at  least  had  un- 
dergone the  scrutiny  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Affairs.  It  should  not  seem  to  be  at  the  instance 
of  any  single  member  not  holding  an  official  po- 
sition here,  not  standing  at  the  head  of  the  com- 
mittee, nor  even  of  a  member  of  the  committee 
having  in  charge  our  foreign  relations.  It  seemed 
to  him  that  it  should  come  before  the  House  in  a 
still  more  imposing  form — from  a  select  committee, 
to  be  composed  of  one  member  from  every  State 
in  the  Union,  which  was  the  form  of  committee 
usually  adopted  when  new  questions  were  pre- 
sented involving  momentous  considerations.  He 
thought,  therefore,  that  there  was  a  marked  pro- 
priety in  committing  these  resolutions  to  such  a 
committee,  so  that  they  should  not  blush  to  see 
them  submitted  to  the  scrutiny  of  the  statesmen 
of  the  world.  In  the  political  body  (the  Legisla- 
ture of  Virginia)  in  which  he  had  his  earliest  les- 
sons, it  was  the  invariable  practice,  when  subjects 
were  presented  not  connected  with  its  ordinary 
legislation,  to  raise  a  .=ielect  committee  for  their  con- 
sideration. 

But  he  had  another  object  in  moving  to  commit 
these  resolutions  and  the  amendment.  He  wished 
to  arrest  an  effort  which  was  made  to  seize  this  oc- 
casion, which  ought  to  be  one  of  national  rejoicing, 
and  turn  it  in  to  one  of  domestic  discord.  He  was  not 
surprised  at  the  movement,  liowever;  he  expected 
it.  Having  been  an  attentive  observer  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  House,  he  had  never  seen  an  occa- 
sion which  ought  to  have  been  one  of  harmony  and 
unanimity  on  which  he  had  notheard  theraven,  dis- 
cordant voice  of  evil  omen  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  boding  fraternal  discord  and  strife.  Having 
uniformly  before  made  such  exhibitions,  of  course 
he  looked  for  it  now  from  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  and  his  coadjutors,  two  of  whom,  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Ashmun]  and  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Schknck,]  were  leading 
members  of  the  Whig  party.  What  was  the  char- 
acter of  the  pending  resolutions,  and  of  the  amend- 


ments ?  Why,  ihey  were  there  as  freemen,  rejoic- 
ing, as  they  ought  to  rejoice,  without  reference  to 
party  or  local  feelings,  at  the  commencement  of  a 
revolutionary  movement  whose  tendency  was  to 
liberate  France  and  establish  a  free  government  of 
her  people. 

On  an  occasion  such  as  that,  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  and  his  coadjutors  stepped  forward,  as  is  their 
custom,  and  sought  to  change  an  occasion  of  na- 
tional rejoicing  into  a  national  bickering;  and  this, 
which  ought  to  be  a  day  of  unanimity,  to  a  day  of 
discord.  But  that  was  not  the  worst.  V\''hen  they 
were  here  rejoicing  that  the  palace  of  the  despot  liad 
crumbled  into  dust,  the  gentleman  comes  here  and 
tries  to  make  the  temple  of  our  liberties  totter  to  its 
ruin.  When  they  were  rejoicing  at  a  movement 
which  their  own  bright  example  had  originated,  the 
gentleman  comes  forward  and  makes  a  motion  the 
tendency  of  which  is  to  destroy  that  Government 
whose  eminent  success  has  encouraged  the  spread 
of  liberty  throughout  the  world.  He  does  more: 
he  comes  here  and  introduces  a  resolution  which  is 
a  libel  on  an  institution  of  half  the  States  of  this 
Union,  and  he  declares  a  principle  which  stamps 
hypocrisy  on  every  patriot  and  statesman  of  the 
Revolution.  He  comes  to  this  Hall  and  denounces 
negro  slavery  as  inconsistent  with  the  cardinal 
principle  of  republican  liberty;  and  he  does  that 
while  sitting  under  a  Constitution  formed  by  States 
every  one  of  which,  with  one  exception,  was  at 
the  time  of  its  formation  a  slaveholding  Slate,  and 
half,  of  which  continue  to  be  so  to  this  day. 
He  comes  here  and  tells  us  that  Patrick  Henry, 
whose  eloquence  he  complimented,  who  did  more 
than  any  other  man  to  rouse  the  American  peo- 
ple to  the  revolutionary  struggle,  and  to  prepare 
them  for  its  coming  glories — that  man  who  pro- 
claimed the  sentiment,  "  Give  me  liberty,  or  give 
me  death  !" — he  has  offered  a  proposition  which 
says  that  that  man,  during  that  period  and  after- 
wards, until  he  went  to  his  grave,  lived  in  the  vio- 
lation of  cardinal  republican  principles.  He  has 
proposed  a  resolution  which  is  a  libel  on  the  char- 
acter of  the  man  whose  victorious  sword  carried 
us  triumphantly  through  our  revolution,  and  whose 
great  moderation,  justice,  and  prudence  did  so 
much  to  establish  our  own  glorious  and  free  insti- 
tutions. His  amendment  virtually  brands  Wash- 
ington a  hypocrite.  And  what  occasion  does  he  se- 
lect to  do  all  this  ?  I  could  have  sat  by  unmoved  on 
an  ordinary  occasion  and  seen  this  apple  of  discord 
throv/n  in  among  us,  but  on  an  occasion  like  this, 
when  v/e  ousrht  to  be  rejoicing  together,  and  con- 
gratulating each  other  like  a  ban^d  of  brothers,  I 
have  not  been  able  to  sit  by  and  see  this  demon  of 
mischief  obtrude  himself  to  mar  our  joy  without 
such  feelings  as  I  have  not  language  to  give  utter- 
ance to. 

Mr.  B.  had  not  intended  to  say  a  word  on  tha 
subject  of  the  abolition  in  France,  for  he  agreed 
with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  that  it  was  a 
question  for  France,  and  for  France  alone,  to  de- 
cide. He  freely  admitted  that  it  was  a  subject 
with  which  we  have  nothing  to  do.  He  believed 
that  any  intermeddling  on  his  part  with  that  ques- 
tion would  be  quite  as  improper  as  this  eternal  in- 
termeddling by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  and  his 
associates  with  it  here.  But,  though  he  had  no 
desire  to  intermeddle  with  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  French  colonies,  he  did  not  rejoice  at  the 
hasty  and  precipitate  decree  which  the  Provisional 
Government  had  issued. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  begged  leave  to  state, 
that  if  he  were  not  mistaken,  the  suggestion  came 
from  M.  Arago,  but  it  was  subsequently  with- 
drawn, its  pernicious  influence  on  France  having 
been  soon  discovered.  The  decree  had  been  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  BAYLY  was  very  glad  to  hear  the  expla- 
nation of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  but  he 
confessed  he  had  not  understood  it  as  that  gentle- 
man did;  he,  liowever,  deferred  to  that  gentleman  a 
more  accurate  information.  But  he  would  say 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  that  there  was  no  in- 
stance on  record  of  the  abolition  of  shivery  precip- 
tately,  and  without  preparation  for  frecdnm,  that 
had  not  been  followed  by  scenes  of  wo.     With  all 
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her  fanaticism,  even  Great  Britain  did  not  emnnci- 
pate  lier  slaves  without  providing  an  apprentice- 
ship of  a  number  of  years  to  prepare  tliem  for  it. 
No  State  of  this  Union  that  had  emancipated  her 
slaves  had  done  it  otherwise  than  gradually. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  inquired  how  gradual  the  pro- 
cess was  in  Massachusetts.' 

Mr.  BAYLY  replied  that  slavery  never  existed 
in  Massachusetts,  except  to  a  very  inconsiderable 
extent.  He  knew  her  court,  in  a  manner  which 
no  other  court  in  the  country  attempted  to  imitate, 
decided  that  the  Declaration  of  Independence  eman- 
cipated the  slaves. 

[The  gentleman  was  informed  by  some  one  near 
him  that  he  was  in  error;  and  that  it  was  the  bill 
of  rights  by  which  they  were  declared  to  be  eman- 
cipated.] 

I  mean  the  bill  of  rights;  but  there  were  simi- 
lar bills  of  rights  in  most  of  the  other  States  at  that 
time,  and  yet  no  other  State  undertook  to  say  that 
its  bill  of  rights  abolished  slavery. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  would  like  to  know  how  grad- 
ual was  the  step  towards  the  abolition  of  slavery 
by  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  of  1787? 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  he  could  answer  the  gentle- 
man very  easily.  A  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina near  him  who  had  suggested  there  were  no 
slaves  there,  was  mistaken;  there  were.  But  the 
ordinance  of  1787  never  was  regarded  as  emanci- 
pating any  of  tliem.  There  were  at  that  time 
ro  inhabitants  there  except  a  few  Canadian  and 
French  settlers,  who  held  slaves  under  the  operation 
of  that  ordinance;  and,  what  was  more,  he  could 
tell  the  gentleman  that  the  descendants  of  those 
slaves  were  held  as  slaves  to  this  hour.  Let  the 
gentleman  look  into  the  history  of  his  own  Stale, 
and  he  would  find  that  the  ordinance  of  1787,  as 
far  as  slavery  was  concerned,  was  treated  practi- 
cally as  a  nullity.  It  never  had  had  any  legal  force 
in  the  Northwestern  Territory. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  the  gentleman  was  wholly 
mistaken. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  he  was  rot  mistaken  :  he 
spoke  from  the  book.  That  House  very  v/el! 
knew  tliat  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  speaking  of 
what  he  knew  nothing  about,  or  of  making  asser- 
tions without  knowing  that  they  were  well  founded. 

But  he  would  give  the  professed  philanthropist 
from  Ohio  the  only  instance — a  horrible  instance  it 
was — where  this  process  of  universal  emancipation 
was  done  at  a  blow;  it  was  the  well-known  case  of 
St.  Domingo.  Then  the  thing  had  been  effected 
by  the  busy  intermeddling  of  visionary  fanatics, 
just  as  it  was  now  sought  to  be  done  here  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  and  his  associates.  There 
•was  then  a  band  of  fanatics  in  London  who  met  in 
the  Old  Jewiy,  and  who  passed  resolutions  very 
similar  to  the  amendment  which  it  v/as  now  sought 
to  foist  on  the  pending  resolution. 

It  was  then  proposed  to  aid  these  negroes  with 
men  and  money  in  a  struggle  for  their  freedom; 
they  furnished  Oge  with  a  ship,  the  arms,  and 
money,  to  accomplish  this  purp.ose;  and  similar 
resolutions  v.'ere  at  the  same  time  adopted  in 
France,  by  an  association  exactly  of  the  charac- 
ter of  that  to  which  the  gentleman  and  hisrtboli- 
tion  friends  belonged  among  us.  Tliese  fanati- 
cal visionaries  set  the  revolt  of  the  blacks  in  St. 
IDomingo  in  motion;  their  machinations  succeeded 
in  exciting  a  servile  insurrection,  in  the  course  of 
which  every  v/hite  man  and  woman  and  child  in 
the  island  was  massacred,  with  the  exce|)tion  of  a 
small  remnant,  who  fled  to  the  shipping  in  the  har- 
bor, and  barely  escaped  with  tlieir  lives.  Whole 
hecatombs  of  dead  bodies  were  piled  up  in  the 
streets,  amid  burning,  murder,  and  pillage.  Nay, 
BO  great  was  the  fury  of  the  blacks  t'lat  their  rage 
and  rcvonixe  could  n(U  glut  themselves  with  the 
butchery  of  every  white  [)erson,  (and  they  found 
no  diffn-ulty  in  drawian;-  that  line  of  distinction 
which  the  gentleman  tliought  so  great  a  mystery — 
it  was  no  prol>lem  to  the  negroes,)  but  they  al'icr- 
wards  turned  upon  the  inulaitors  and  exterminated 
them.  They  seetn'^d  to  hale  every  human  creature 
that  had  white  blood  in  his  veins  with  a  bitterness 
that  had  no  parallel  unless  in  the  breast  of  the  mem- 
ber from  Ohio;  and  this  feeling  wa.s  encouraged  in 
them  by  just  such  nddressc^s  and  resolutions  as 
that  gentleman  is  oonstrinily  introducing  here. 

The  gentleman  talked  about  the  cause  of  human- 
ity !  Were  the  interests  of  hurrianiiy  b".>.  cfitcd  by 
such  scenes  as  he  had  descrilied,  and  which  were 
the  legitimate  consequence  of  thi.s  sort  of  agita- 
tion.'   Let  the  gentleman  look  at  Hayti:  once  one 


of  the  most  flourishing  islands  of  the  Caribbean 
sea.  The  negroes  there  were  once  a  happy,  con- 
tented race,  cultivating  their  fertile  soil,  and  enjoy- 
ing every  comfort  suited  to  their  condition.  And 
what  v/ere  they  now?  A  wretched  gang  of  indo- 
lent vagabonds,  tearing  each  other  to  pieces  in 
domestic  feuds,  and  faut  relapsing  into  their  pris- 
tine state  of  barbarism.  Let  him  look  throughout 
the  West  India  Islands,  and  wherever  the  control 
of  the  white  man  was  v/ithdrawn,  instead  of  bands 
of  happy  and  contented  laborers,  singing  at  their 
easy  tasks,  you  beheld  a  wretched  mass  of  squalid, 
lazy  free-negroes,  without  one  idea  in  their  heads 
of  what  real  ireedom  v/as.  In  the  British  Islands 
emancipation  took  place  under  more  favorable 
auspices  than  it  ever  can  again.  The  negroes  un- 
derwent a  long  probation;  the  masters  were  com- 
pensated for  them,  and  the  British  army  was  there 
to  keep  them  in  subjeclion.  But  although  eflect- 
ed  under  these  favorable  circumstances,  tlie  Eng- 
lish Government  now  admitted  it  had  been  a  fail- 
ure, and  that  both  the  white  man  and  the  black 
had  been  injured  by  it.  Liberate  three  hundred 
thousand  negroes  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen  !  V/ho 
did  not  Irnow  that  it  could  not  be  done  but  through 
scenes  of  carnage  and  of  horror  from  which  hu- 
manity recoiled  ? 

Born  as  Mr.  B.  had  been  in  a  country  blessed 
with  civil  and  religious  liberty,  he  wished  to  see 
these  rich  blessings  extended  to  every  country  on 
the  face  of  the  globe;  but  having  witnessed  nothing 
but  unutterable  wo  to  result  from  such  measures 
as  that  in  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  so  ex- 
ulted in,  instead  of  sharing  the  gentleman's  joy, 
he  regretted  that  such  an  attempt  should  have  been 
made;  he  was  pained  at  it.  It  was  that  vneasu"re, 
together  with  one  or  tv/o  other  features,  which 
marked  the  movements  of  the  new  government  in 
Paris,  which  alone  marred  the  satisfaction,  other- 
v;ise  without  alloy,  with  whicli  he  had  learned  the 
struggle  of  the  French  people  for  a  republicari 
government. 

In  concluding,  Mr.  B.  observed  that  the  House 
would  bear  him  witness  that  he  had*  not  been  in 
the  habi't  of  addres-sing  it  in  a  spirit  or  with  the 
feelings  which  he  had  manifested  to-day.  He  had 
sought  altercation  with  no  man;  he  never  had  vol- 
unteered to  wound  the  feelings  of  any  of  his  fellow- 
members.  But  the  provocation  this  day  had  been 
so  great,  the  conduct  of  the  movers  in  this  matter 
had  been  so  outrageous  and  unpatriotic,  that  he 
had  not  attempted  to  restrain  his  feelings. 

Mr.  DUER  moved  that  the  House  adjourn;  but 
very  strong  and  decided  dissent  being  manifested 
in  all  quarters,  he  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  D.  then  proceeded  to  observe,  that  he  had 
had  no  desire  to  say  a  word  on  the  subject  of  the 
amendment  tv'hich  had  been  moved  to  this  resolu- 
tion, and  the  introduction  of  which  he  greatly  re- 
gretted. No  man  could  entertain  a  more  decided 
antipathy  than  he  did  to  the  existence  of  slavery; 
he  was  utterly  opposed  to  it  in  every  form,  and  in 
every  place,  but  this  feeling  was  in  his  breast, 
wliolly  unattended  by  any  personal  feeling  of  ill 
will  toward  slaveholders.  Whenever  his  voice  or 
his  vote  could  avail  against  the  continuance  or  ex- 
tension of  so  great  an  evil,  he  was  ever  ready  to 
employ  both  against  it;  and  he  did  most  sincerely 
rejoice  to  learn  that  it  had  been  abolished  in  the 
colonics  of  France.  And  whenever  the  subject 
shoi\ld  come  up  in  a  direct  and  pertinent  shape  for 
discussion,  Mr.  D.  was  prepared  to  enter  into  it  in 
a  temperate  manner  and  discuss  it  fully.  But  he 
could  not  but  regret  its  introduction  on  the  present 
occasion  as  unnecessary  and  itncalled  for.  He 
regretted  its  being  brought  into  that  Hall  when  it 
could  have  no  bearing  on  the  legislation  of  the 
House,  and  when  its  only  effect  must  be  to  inter- 
rupt the  harmony  of  debate.  The  discussion  could 
do  no  good;  it  could  have  no  effect  whatever  on 
the  evil  of  slavery,  and  it  could  only  distract  and 
divide  the  House  on  an  occasion  when  it  was  pre- 
eminently desirable  that  it  should  be  as  unani- 
mous as  practicable.  It  seemed  to  Mr.  D.  that,  in 
a  case  like  this,  the  House  could  speak,  and  ought 
to  speak,  with  a  united  voice;  but  tiiis  it  could  not 
possibly  do,  if  thus,  by  a  side-blow,  there  was  an 
attempt  made  to  condemn  slavery  within  the  States. 
If  this  was  persisted  in,  the  House  must  give  up 
the  hope  of  giving  to  France  any  expression  of  its 
congratulation  or  sym[iathy  on  lier  strnirgle  for 
freedom.  He  wished  to  speak  with  randor  and 
with  dignity;  and  he  should  detain  the  House  only 
to  nay  a  few  words.     He  siiould  speak  only  for 


himself.  He  sought  not  to  condemn  any  gentle- 
man. As  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [iVIr.  Gid- 
Di.VGs,]  he  had  conlemjilated  his  i"eelings  of  hu- 
manity with  sincere  respect,  while  the  gentleman's 
moral  courage  commanded  liis  admiration;  but  the 
gentleman's  prudence  and  practical  good  sense,  he 
was  sorry  to  say,  he  could  not  always  so  highly 
admire.  He  meant  to  utter  no  reflection  on  that 
gentleman;  he  knew  that  he  had  been  the  object 
of  unfriendly  animadversion;  he  spoke  of  the  gen- 
tleman as  he  thought  in  his  heart;  he  admired  the 
gentleman's  cnuraae  and  perseverance,  but  he 
could  not  consider  him  as  practically  wise. 

But  the  question  to  be  decided  was,  whether  that 
House  was  to  speak  its  sympathy  and  congratula- 
tions to  France  or  not?  If  it  meant  to  do  this,  it 
was  obvious  that  it  must  not  connect  those  ex- 
pressions of  congratulation  with  any  reflection  on 
the  subject  of  slavery. 

Mr.  TUCK  here  wished  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Duer]  whether  it  was  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddings]  who  had  in- 
troduced any  reference  to  slavery  in  this  debate? 
Mr.  DUER  replied  that  he  believed  he  had  not. 
Mr.  TUCK  then  asked  why  gentlemen  should 
attack  a  man  who  had  not  introduced  the  subject? 
And  he  wished  to  ask,  further,  whether  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  had  not  been  introduced  by  these 
resolutions  themselves — resolutions  of  which  the 
'  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  a]ipropriately  spoken, 
and  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had 
appropriately  amended  r 
j      Mr.  BAYLY  rose  to  explain.   When  the  resolu- 
tions were  introduced  and  read  at  the  Clerk's  talile, 
they  had  not  the  amendment  attached  to  them.   Mr. 
B.  had  been  under  the  impression  tliat  it  had  beer» 
introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  there- 
fore he  had  regarded  it  and  spoken  of  it  as  tho 
!  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 
j      Mr.  ASHMUN  said  it  was  he  who  had  moved 
:  the  amendment,  and  he  was  quite  willing  to  take 
I  all  the  responsibility  which  attached  to  it.     The 
'  latter  part  of  the  amendment,  which  Mr.  A.  had 
accepted  as  a  modification,  had  been    suggested 
:  by  the  gentleman  immediately   before  him,  [Mr. 
ScHENCK,]  and  not  by  the  other  gentleman  from 
!  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddings.] 

I  Mr.  BAYLY  regretted  that  he  had  not  known 
[  this  at  the  time  he  addressed  the  House;  and  he 
;  hoped  that  every  remark  he  had  made  would  be 
;  considered  as  addressed  to  the  real  mover  of  the 
[  amendment,  and  not  to  the  gentleman  who  hesup- 
j  posed  had  moved  it. 

j      IVir.  ASHMUN  said  that  he  should  reply  to  the 
I  gentleman  at  the  earliest  hour  practicable. 
I      Mr.   DUER    said    the   gentleman    from    New 
;  Hampshire  [Mr.  Tuck]   had  .isked  him   why  he 
had  not  attacked  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Ash  MUX,]  who  had  moved  the  amend- 
I  ment,  instead  of  the  gentleman   from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
!  Giddings,]  who  had  not?     Mr.  D.'s answer  was, 
that  he  had  made  no  attack  upon  the  gentleman 
:  from  Ohio.     He  had  expressed  with  freedom  and 
]  sincerity  his  own  opinion  of  that  gentleman  and 
his  course;  and  he  had  even  gorie  out  of  his  way 
to  commend  the  gentleman's  humanity  and  moral 
courage,  because  he  knew  that  the  gentleman  had 
I  long  iaeen  the  object  of  attack  in  this  House,  and 
'  had  been  misparingly  assaulted  in  all  quarters.   He 
spoke  of  the  gentleman  with  admiration,  and   that 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  TockJ 
converted  into  an  attack! 
I      Mr.  TUCK  and  Mr.  GIDDINGS  here  rose  to- 
gether, and  for  a  short  time  were  both  addressing 
j  the  Chair  at  once. 

After  a  jrood  deal  of  noise,  and  cries  of  order — 
!      Mr.  TUCK  retained  the  floor.     He  said  he  had 
!  Iieard  his  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddings]  charac- 
{  terizcd,bci'"ore  thegcntleman  fromNew  York  spoke 
at  all,  as  the  author  of  a  fanatical  movement.     Pie 
i  had  asked   the  gentleman   from  New  York  [Mr. 
DiiEn]   whether  the   resolutions  pending  did    not 
;  themselves  include  and  introduce  the  topic  of  slave- 
ry ?    To  that  question  he  had  received  no  answer. 
'      Mr.  DUER  said  he  understood  the  genileman 
!  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddings]  as  having  been  atiack- 
ed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Baylv,] 
!  and,"in  reply,  had  ob.served  that  he  did  not  ccnsuic 
i  the  gentleman    for   his    course,   but    admired    his 
courage.     He  had  not  said  that  that  gentleman  had 
or  had  not  introduced   the  subject  of  shivery  into  ■ 
this  debate;  he  had  censured  no  one;  hrsoughtto 
I  censure  nobody.     But  he  wished  Consrres.s  to  cx- 
'  press  its  sympathy  with  the  people  of  Franco;  and 
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he  wished  to  see  this  done  with  unanimity.  This 
he  had  said,  and  no  more  than  this.  And,  in  order 
to  secure  unanimity,  he  wanted  the  expression  of 
our  sympathy  anil  encouragement  wholly  sepa- 
rated from  the  other  topic. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  rose  to  exonel-ate  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Duer]  from  all 
intention  of  saying  anything  to  iiijure  him.  He 
had  no  idea  that  that  gentleman  had  been  actuated 
by  any  other  than  the  most  friendly  feelings  to- 
wards'him.  Nor  had  Mr.  G.  entertained  any,  de- 
sire to  attack  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Haskell.]  He  was.entire!y  willing  that  that  gen- 
tleman should  be  wholly  destitute  of  all  liuntan 
sympathy,  if  so  he  liked  to  be,  and  that  he  should 
reflect  as  severely  ns  he  pleased  on  Mr.  G.  as  be- 
ing the  advocate  of  human  liberty.  And  he  was 
equally  willing  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Baylt]  should  exonerate,  if  he  could,  the 
Old' Dominion  from  thecharge  of  entertaining  any 
feelings  of  humanity.  Mr.  G.  was  entirely  wil- 
ling that  the  gentleman  should  give  the  fullest  ex- 
pression »f  his  hatred  to  all  who  felt  any  regard 
for  the  rights  of  man.  Mr.  G.  was  as  willing,  too, 
that  the  gentleman  should  pronounce  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence  a  libel  on  his  State,  and 
should  cast  so  great  an  opprobrium  on  the  men 
who  drew  it  up,  as  to  place  them  on  the  same  level 
with  Mr.  G.  I'f  a  member  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  United  States  was  to  become 
an  object  of  attack  as  soon  as  he  uttered  any  feel- 
ing of  sympathy  for  man,  and  any  desire  for  his 
freedom,  Mr.  G.  was  willing  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  should  assail  him  with  all  the  bitter- 
ness he  could  display.  He  had  no  idea  of  replying 
to  that  gentleman;  and,  if  the  gentlerman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Duer]  had  not  noticed  him,  Mr.  G. 
never  should. 

Mr.  DUER  having  at  length  regained  the  floor, 
observed  that  he  would  now  conclude  the  few  re- 
marks he  had  originally  intended.  France  was 
our  friend.  In  the  infancy  of  our  republic,  when 
we  had  been  engaged  in  that  great  pohtical  experi- 
ment which  had  resulted  in  giving  to  twenty  mil- 
lions of  people  freedom  without  disorder,  at  aJ,ime 
when  we  were  assailed  by  the  advocates  of  ancient 
tyranny  with  every  species  and  form  of  calumny 
and  reproach,  France  had  always  sympathized  with 
us,  and  her  sympathy  had  cheered  and  sustained 
us  in  the  darkest  hour.  There  might  at  times  have 
been  some  differences  between  the  Goverfiments  of 
the  two  countries,  but  the  nations  had  ever  been 
friends.  It  was  become  the  fashion,  of  late  years, 
to  call  us  Anglo-Saxons,  (v/hich  was  but  another 
name  for  En2:!ish,)  but  we  were  not  of  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  race;  we  were  a  portion  of  the  great  Caucas- 
ian branch  of  the  human  family,  and  in  that  race 
France  might  claim  her  share.  There  were  scat- 
tered over  the  Union,  and  especially  in  South  Car- 
olina, a  great  amount  of  the  best  Huguenot  blood. 
Besides,  France  had  given  us  a  State;  and  the  songs 
of  liberty  were  at  this  day  sung  by  the  descendants 
of  tlie  French  in  the  Opelousas  and  Attakapas. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  was  a  Democrat;  [loud  laughter: 
cries  of  "good!"  "an  excellent  Democrat;"]  he 
Vi&s  a  Democrat  in  the  best  and  truest  sense  of  the 
word.  ["Yes,  we  know  it."]  He  believed  in 
(democracy;  but  as  a  means,  not  as  an  end:  and  if 
Prance  in  her  struggle  had  attained  a  point  whence 
she  could  rationally  expect  to  advance  to  a  good 
and  free  and  stable  government,  let  us  not  turn  from 
her  with  averted  face.  No;  amid  the  fears  of  the 
timid  and  the  vituperations  of  the  base,  let  us  send 
over  to  her  shores  the  voice  of  our  sympathy  and 
encouragement.  While  the  ancient  dynasties  of 
European  tyranny  were  frowning  on  her  attempts 
Pit  recovered  freedom,  let  no  looks  of  coldness  greet 
her  from  those  she  had  aided  in  their  utmost  need. 
It  was  said  that  her  enterprise  had  been  attended 
with  disorders  and  excesses;  that  might  be  true; 
but  if  that  was  a  valid  reason  why  we  were  to  send 
her  no  sympathy,  no  good  wishes,  nothing  to 
cheer  her  in  her  arduous  undertaking,  we  never 
could  sympathize  with  any  people  striking  for  free- 
dom, for  such  things  ever  and  necessarily  attended 
the  first  efl'orts  to  break  the  yoke  of  tyranny. 

But  it  was  said  we  must  wait;  we  must  not  be 
too  hasty;  wait  a  little,  and  see  how  things  would 
turn.  And  were  we,  then,  to  send  to  France  a 
message  that  we  were  waiting?  When  we  were 
6trugt>ling  for  our  freedom  France  had  not  waited, 
but  had  down  to  our  rescue. 

Mr.  D.  did  not  want  to  send  to  France  a  long 
etring  of  dull  and  prosy  resolutions,  bucU  as  might 


be  copied  from  some  ward  meeting  in  one  of  our 
towns;  he  wanted  to  send  a  simple  dignified  ex- 
•pression  of  our  wish  as  a  nation  to  iier  success. 
He  believed  that  such  was  the  wish  of  the  Ameri- 
can people;  and  whether  France  faded  or  not,  that 
declaration  v/ould  still  be  true.  Mr.  D.  was  no 
prophet.  It  was  not  for  him  to  say  whether  her 
effort  would  or  would  not  prove  successful;  God 
knew  he  sympathized  with  herpeopleand  heartily 
wished  them  success,  and  he  was  ready  to  utter 
tliat  wishnov/.  He  was  not  for  turningaway  from 
our  old  ally.  He  was  not  forgiving  her  cold  looks 
of  doubt  and  distrust  when  she  was  striving  for 
the  blessings  of  a  republican  government.  Hov/ 
should  we  have  felt  in  the  days  of  the  Revolution 
had  an  elder  republic  then  witnessed  our  struggle, 
and  sent  us  word  tliat  she  was  waiting  to  see  what 
we  should  make  of  it.'  No;  let  us  speak  our  sym- 
pathy, let  us  send  her  encouragement,  and  send  it 
now. 

Rlr.  D.  said  he  had  prepared  a  resolution  for  a 
select  committee  of  thirty  members,  but  he  did  not 
insist  on  that;  he  had  no  objection  to  the  reference 
of  the  resolutions  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  or  to  a  select  committee  of  one  from  each 
State.  He  thought  the  reported  resolution  ought 
to  be  the  action  of  an  organized  body,  and  not  of 
an  individual.  He  hoped  it  would  be  of  a  digni- 
fied and  simple  character,  worthy  of  the  greatness 
of  the  occasion,  containing  an  expression  of  the 
national  sympathy,  and  of  that  only. 

One  half  of  the  States  of  the  Union  were  slave- 
holding  States;  and,  when  we  proposed  a  resolu- 
tion for  adoption  here  condemning  slavery,  even 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddings]  himself 
must  admit  that  its  adoption  would  be  improper. 
It  would  have  no  operation  to  mitigate  or  to  abol- 
ish slavery.  AH  its  effect  would  be  to  fix  a  stigma 
on  the  States  where  it  existed,  which  they  would 
necessarily  and  naturally  resist.  Why  make  any 
such  attempt?  The  amendment,  if  successful,  must 
defeat  the  object  of  the  resolutions.  The  object  of 
the  i-esolutions  was  a  perfectly  simple  one,  and  it 
should  stand  alone. 

Mr.  ASFIMUNinquiredoftheChairwhatwould 
be  the  effect  of  a  motion  to  adjourn? 

The  CHAIR  explained  the  state  of  the  business 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said,  he  wanted  to  speak  at  some 
time  when  it  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  EVANS  inquired  whether  there  was  not  a 
special  order  appointed  for  to-morrow? 

[Here  some  confusion  prevailed,  a  number  of 
members  addressing  the  Chair  at  one  time,  sug- 
gesting different  special  orders  appointed  for  dif- 
ferent days  of  the  present  week.] 

The  CHAIR  having  restored  order — 

Mr.  ASHMUN  moved  that  the  resolutions  and 
amendment  be  made  the  special  order  for  Tliursday 
next. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  that  Mr.  Ashmun's  mo- 
tion would  require  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  House  divided,  and,  there  not  being  two- 
thirds  in  the  afiirmative,  the  rules  were  not  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

[Cries  of  "Oh,  no!"] 

Mr.  COBB  inquired  whether,  if  the  House  should 
adjourn,  the  consideration  of  this  resolution  would 
be  in  order  to-morrow  morning? 

The  CHAIR  stated,  that  there  were  two  mes- 
sages on  the  Speaker's  table,  and  sundry  bills, 
which  would  take  precedence  of  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  adjourn 
were  thereupon  demanded,  and  ordered. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  made  several  attempts  to  make 
a  suggestion,  but  his  voice  was  drowned  by  cries 
of  order. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  wanted  to  put  an  in- 
quiry to  the  Chair. 

[Cries  for  order.] 

Mr.  I.  said  he  regarded  these  calls  of  "Order, 
order!"  with  disregard,  and  perhaps  a  lililc  more. 

The  CHAIR  called  Mr.  I.  to  order,  and  directed 
him  to  confine  iiimself  to  his  inquiry  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  asked,  if  the  whole  resolu- 
tions and  amendments  should  be  referred,  and  a 
committee  should  reporton  them  to-morrow,  would 
they  not  be  open  to  debate? 

The  CHAIR.     Certainly. 

The  yeas  and  naya  were  now  taken  on  the  mo- 
tion to  adidurn,  and  resulted — yeas  80,  nays  80. 
The  SPEAKER  voting  in  the  affirmative — 
)l       Tlia  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  Jlpril  3,  1848. 
The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales: 

Washington-,  ^jiril  3,  1848. 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Refre'.cntativcsoflhc  Unitrd  tltaic: 

I  commniiioalp  to  ('oiigre^s,  lor  their  iii('nri;iatJoii,  a'copy 
ol'a  despalcli,  willi  thc!  accdiopanying  dm  iniifiits,  received 
at  the.  Department  of  .State  from  ilie  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Pi(  iiipotenliary  of  llie  Uniieil' Slates  at  Paris, 
giving  otlicia!  information  of  tlie  overilirow  of  ilie  Frencli 
monarcliy,  and  tlie  estaljlislimeiitin  its  i^toadof  apiovisional 
government,  based  on  repniilican  piineiples;. 

Tliis  great  event,  occurred  sa)ldenly,nnd  was  accomplish- 
ed almost  Vv'itliout  bloodshed.  'I'he  world  1ms  seldom  wit- 
nessed a  more  interesting  and  sublime  spectacle  than  the 
peaceful  rising  of  the  French  people,  resolved  to  secure  for 
themselves  enlarged  liberty,  and  to  assert  in  the  majesty  of 
their  stiengtli  the  great  trutli  that,  in  this  enlightened  age, 
man  is  capable  of  governing  himself. 

The  promijt  recognition  of  the  new  Government  by  the 
representative  of  tiie  United  States  at  the  Frencli  Court 
meets  my  full  and  unqualified  approbation;  ami  he  has  been 
authorized,  in  a  suitable  manner,  to  nnike  known  this  faclto 
the  constiuited  authorities  of  tlie  French  KonubliC. 

Called  upon  to  act  on  a  sudden  emergency,  which  eould 
not  have  been  anticipated  by  Lis  in-tnictions,  lie  judged 
rightly  of  the  feelings  and  seniiniviils  of  iiis  Governmentand 
of  his  countrymen,  when,  in  advance  of  the  diplomatic  rep- 
resentatives of  othercountriesjhe  was  the  first  to  recosnize, 
so  far  as  it  wasin  his  power,  tliefree  Governmentestablish- 
ed  by  the  French  people. 

The  policy  of  the  United  States  has  ever  been  that  of  non- 
intervention in  the  domestic  affairs  of  other  countries,  leav- 
ing to  each  to  establish  the  form  of  goverinnent  of  its  own 
choice.  While  this  wise  policy  will  be  maintained  tovyards 
France,  now  suddenly  transformed  from  a  monarchy  into  a 
republic,  all  our  sympathies  are  naturally  enlisted  on  the 
side  of  a  great  people,  who,  imitating  our  example,  have  re- 
solved to  be  free.  That  such  sympa'thy  should  exist  on  the 
part  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  with  the  friends  of 
free  government  in  every  part  of  the  world,  and  especially 
in  France,  is  not  remarkable.  We  can  never  forget  that 
France  was  an  early  frigid  in  our  eventful  revolution,  and 
generously  aided  us  in  shaking  off  a  foreign  yoke  and  be- 
coming a  free  and  independent  people. 

We  liave  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  our  system  of  well-regu- 
lated self-government  for  near  three-fourths  of  a  century, 
and  can  properly  appreciate  its  vidue.  Our  ardent  and  sin- 
cere congratulations  are  extended  to  the  patriotic  piople  of 
France,  upon  their  noble  and  thus  far  succe.slul  tfi'orts  to 
found  for  their  future  government  liberal  institutions  similar 
to  our  own. 

It  is  not  doubted  that,  under  the  benign  influence  of  free 
ijistitutions,  the  enlightened  statesmen  of  republican  Fiance 
will  find  it  to  be  for  her  interest  and  paramount  glory  to  cul- 
tivate with  the  United  States  the  niovit  libera!  principles  of 
international  intercourse  and  conmie re ia!  r.  ciprocity,v-,  here- 
by the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  both  riations  will  be  pro- 
moted. JAiMES  K.  POLK. 

[No.  17.]  Legatiok  of  the  United  States, 

Parfs,  M.:rch  4, 18-18. 

Sir  :  Scarcely  had  my  despatch  of  the  24th  February  been 
folded  up,  when  events  the  most  momentous  quickly  suc- 
ceeded each  other.  Numerous  barricades  had  risen  u]>  in 
the  streets;  civil  war  continued;  the  people  weie  victori- 
ous; the  palace  of  the  Tuileries  was  carried  :  the  KiiiL'  ;ib- 
dicated,  and  fled  withall  the  royal  family,  and  the  monarchy 
was  overthrown.  All  this  happened  in  the  course  of  the 
day — Thursday. 

The  confusion  and  tumult  caused  in  the  Chamber  of  Dep- 
uties by  these  events,  led  to  the  hasty  and  violent  clo;e  of 
its  sitting  on  that  day.  All  .attempts  to  establish  a  regency, 
with  the  Count  de  Paris  as  successor  to  the  throne,  failed. 
His  mother,  the  Duchess  of  Orleans,  with  the  vfiUiig  prince 
himself,  went  to  the  Chamber.  luU  soon  had  to  make  their 
escape.  All  order,  all  deliberation  had  come  to  an  end.  The 
ministerial  members  were  driven  out  bytb.e  people,  who  had 
entered  the  Chamber,  many  of  them  armed,  and,  wiih  men- 
acing gesticulations,  usurping  the  scats.  In  tiie  sequel,  a 
portion  of  them,  with  some  of  the  opposition  member.s  hur- 
ried to  the  Motel  de  Ville  to  form  a  provisional  go\eiiim(  iit, 
under  voices  to  that  effect,  uttered  and  eciiocd  at  the  close 
of  the  boisterous  sitting. 

At  the  Hotel  de  Ville  as arallying-point, a  prou^ional  gov- 
ernment was  formed  on  the  evening  of  'i'liursday,  the  •i4th, 
and  prochiimed  on  the  following  nniniin:.'.  Tlie  proclama- 
tion declared  tliat  the  provisional  <:n-,-ei  iiiii  ■lit  desired  a  re- 
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the  ratitieaiioii 
IS  composing  the  provi-iniiiil  i^ovv  riiment  are — 
ipnnt,  (de  rlv.iri'.)  Laiiianlne,Crehiieux,LeiU-u 
er  PogCv.iMiirie.  and  Ara,'o. 
arics  of  i!ii'  gi:vpriim;iil  arc— IVfessrs.  Annand 
ilinaiid  Floeon,  Louis  Blanc,  and  ,M.  Alf.ert. 
'J'lie  first  four  nnnies  of  the  |)rovi^ional  gnvernmeiit  were 
of  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  a  body  no  longer  e.xistiigany 
more  tiiaii  the  Chamber  of  Peers;  the  wiiole  fabric  of  Ihe 
late  eovernment  having  been  shattered  to  pieces. 

Soiiic  accounts  state  that  all  the  names  cmnpoMnc  tlie 
provisional  governnunit,  were  civen  out  iVoiu  tlie  tribune  ot 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies  before  its  diss<dution;  bntther 
ditiieuily  in  coming  at  the  prei 
sternation  in  the  (•hamtier  wlie 
The  provisional  go\emineiii 
formed  by  its  own  decree,  a  i 
functions  of  atJministialiun  me. 
1  abstain  at  this  juncture  from  [n 
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names  of  the  provisional  cabinet  than  Ibose  ot  A,.  Dupont, 
(de  PEure,,,as  President  of  Ihe  CouKeil;  .n.:d  M.  do  La- 
innrtine,  as  Ministm-  of  Forei'jn  All.ors  :  these  two  post.s  bc- 
in,S'  severed  again,  after  having  b.-eu  muled  ni  Al.  *,uizot, 
who,  and  all  his  associates  in  the  late  imnistry,  have  fled. 

Of  a  revolution  so  total  and  sudden.  I  am  not  now  to 
speak.  The  journals  of  the  world  are  still  teeming  with  it. 
Nor  can  I  yet  speak  of  thc  net?  of  llio  new  govarnraent. 
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except  to  sav  that  llicy  have  been  oharaofprizi'd  so  far  hy 
mod^^r.-iuoii  and  iiiaKiiaDimity  in  the  nmlst  of  triiiniplis  ot  a 
nature  to  liave  in'oxicated  miiids  less  pure  and  rtrni  than 
bapiiily  are  believed  to  be  pussesicd  by  its  leading  inenibers. 

I  pa=s  to  wlint,  tbreiiiost  of  nil  at  present,  I  am  bound  to 
report  to  you — niiintly,  the  part  wiiieh,  as  repnseniins  the 
United  States,  I  have  taken  under  the  new  duties  that  en- 
coitipassid  me. 

O.i  Saturday,  tlic  26lh,  I  reeeived  an  intimation,  earnest- 
ly sivtii,  that  iny  personal  presence  at  the  Hotel  dc  Ville, 
to  cheer  and  f'elioitate  the  provisional  government,  wonM 
be  aeceptablc.  Tlie  intimation  was  not  otiicially  sent,  but 
I  bi'lieved  it  to  be  true. 

J  disked  a  short  interval  for  reflection. 

Before  the  day  was  out,  I  imparti;il  my  determination  to 
take  the  step. 

Monday  morning,  the  28tli,  was  the  lime  appointed  for  it ; 
and  aecordint'ly  I  repaired  to  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  the  Secre- 
tary o;"  Legation  aecompanyina  nie. 

To  the  provisional  ^overmnent  there  assembled,  I  deliv- 
ered the  address,  a  eo[)V'  of  which  is  enclosed. 

It  W!is  cordially  received,  and  M.  Ara.^o.  on  the  i)art  of  tlie 
insmbers.  replied  to  it. 

tie  rejiiarked  that  they  heard  without  surprise,  but  with 
lively  pleasure,  what  I  said  ;  France  expected  it  from  an  ally 
to  whom  s!iR  now  drew  so  close  by  the  proclamation  of  the 
repu')lic.  lie  thanked  mc,  in  the  name  of  the  Provisional 
Government,  for  tlie  wishes  I  expressed  for  the  greatness 
and  prosptrity  of  France;  and  in  allndiu!;  to  the  words  it 
had  called  uufrom  General  VVashin!»ton's  addre..^s  in  1796  on 
receiving  the  French  colors,  he  expressed  a  confidence  that 
thev  would  be  not  merely  a  desire,  but  a  reali'.y. 

M.  Dupont,  (de  I'Kure.)  as  President  of  tlie  Provisional 
Government,  ilien  advanced,  and,  takincine!)y 'he  hand,  said, 
"The  French  people  grasps  Ihatof  the  American  nation." 

Here  the  ceremony  ended.  In  coming  away,  three  of  the 
members  of  the  Government  conducted  us  out  of  the  build- 
ing; the  ziiard  presenieil  arms,  and  cries  went  up  of  "  P'ive 
la  ReinOliqne  dcs  Khils  Ihiis!"  Major  Poussin,  a  French 
ofReer,  who  accompanied  General  Bernard  to  the  United 
States,  and  who,  fvoni  his  attachment  to  our  country,  was 
naturalized  there,  also  attended  me. 

On  t^unday,  the  2Tth,  I  received  the  note  of  that  day's 
date  from  .M.'Lamartine,  as  Provisional  Minister  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  which  aniionnecd  to  nie,  in  official  form,  the  exist- 
ence of  the  new  government.  I  answered  it  on  Monday. 
Conies  of  the  note  and  answer  are  enclosed. 

The  Provisional  Government  published  my  answer  the 
morninz  :Lfier  its  reception.  My  addre.'ss  of  Monday  has 
also  appeared  in  thi;  newspapers — not,  however,  in  its  e.xact 
form.  I  had  written  it  out,  to  guard  against  inaecuracies  on 
an  occasion  so  grave,  and  left  the  paper  in  tlie  hands  of  the 
Pr.ivlsioiial  Government;  a  transcript  of  which  you  now  have. 

This  succinct  narrative  will  accurately  apprize  the  Presi- 
dent of  what  I  have  done.  I  shall  anxiously  await  his  judg- 
ment upon  it  all.  The  events  were  as  new  as  momentous. 
Thev  had  transcended  all  expectation.  In  recognizing  the 
newstate  of  things,  as  far  as  I  could  without  your  instruc- 
tions, and  in  doing  it  promptly  and  snlenmly.  [  had  the  deep 
conviction  th.at  1  was  stejiping  forth  in  aid  of  the  great  cause 
of  order  in  France  and  beyond  France,  and  that  I  was  act- 
ing in  the  spirit  of  my  Government  and  country,  the  inter- 
preter of  whose  voice  it  fell  upon  me  suddenly  to  become. 
If  I  erred,  I  must  hope  that  the  motives  which  swayed  me 
will  be  my  shield.  The  Provisional  Government  ncftded  all 
the  moral  suppiirt  attainable,  after  a  revolutionary  hurricane 
which  shook  society  to  its  base,  and  left  everything  at  first 
portentous  and  trembling.  In  such  an  exigency,  hours,  mo- 
ments were  important;  and  the  United  i?tates  are  felt  as  a 
Power  in  the  world,  under  the  blow  that  has  been  struck. 

I  am  not  unaware  that  the  course  I  have  pursued  departs 
from  diplomatic  usage,  and  separates  me,  for  the  time  being, 
from  the  European  diplomatic  corps  accredited,  like  myself, 
to  the  late  Government  of  France,  all  the  members  of  which 
will  probably  wait  instructions  bsi'ore  adopting  any  steps  of 
reco;;nition.  Having  acted  under  a  sense  of  independent 
duty  in  the  emergency,  I  am,  however,  not  the  less  aware 
that  liie  diplomatic  corps  represents  countries  in  friiuidly 
relations  with  the  United  States,  and  that  it  will  hence  be 
as  much  my  duty  as  inclination  to  go  on  maintaining  that 
amicable  footing  with  its  members,  ever  dictated  by  recipro- 
cal good-will  aiTiong  the  representatives  of  friendly  Powers, 
wlinrever  different  forms  of  government  thev  muv  represent. 

I  have  the  honor,  Uc,  RICHARD  RU.SH. 

Hon.  Ja.mes  BtJCHAN'AN,  Senrelary  of  State. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Pro  vinonal  Government  of  the  French 
Rcpiililic  : 
Genti.e.mi:n:  As  the  representative  of  the  United  States, 
charged  with  the  interests  and  rights  of  my  country  and  of 
Anieiican  citizens  now  in  France,  and  too  far  off  to  wait 
instructions,  I  seize  this  early  opportunity  of  tendering  to 
you  my  felicitations,  not  doubting  the  sanction  of  my  Gov- 
ernment to  the  step  I  thus  take  in  advance.  Nor  can  I 
avoid  the  occasion  of  saying  that  the  memory  of  the  ancient 
allianci!  and  friendship  between  France  and  the  United 
Htates  is  ever  fresh  and  grateful  with  us,  and  Ihat  1  am  of 
nothing  more  sun'  than  thai  the  voice  of  my  eimntry  will  be 
universal  and  loud  for  t'le  prosperity,  hapjiiness,  and  glory 
of  Fran'c  underthc  iie-iliulions  she  has  announced,  suliject 
to  ralilication  hy  the  nuional  will.  All  will  ardently  hope 
that  through  her  wi.d  .m  tiiu  results  may  be  beneficial  to 
mankind,  of  which  the  magnanimous  bearing  of  her  people 
in  the  late  events  atl'ords  so  auspicious  a  promise.  It  is 
under  hiicIi  institutions  that  the  United  States  have  for 
seventy  years  enjoyed  constant  prosperity,  with  a  Govern- 
ment of  uniform  ►tabiliiy ;  and  whilst  they  invariably  leave 
toother  iiatinng  the  choice  of  lh<;irown  forms,  without  inter- 
feren':e  in  anyway,  they  would  naturally  rejoice  in  behold- 
ing tliis  great  nation  Oourish  under  institutions  which  have 
Hcciired  tor  theinsclvea  the  ble.saingti  of  social  order  and 
public  liberty. 

Allow  me,  then,  g-ntlcmcn,  using  the  words  of  the  great 
and  good  Washington,  the  immortal  founder  of  my  louniry, 
on  an  occasitm  which  the  present  recalls,  to  signall/,e  Ibis 
nddres<  to  \on,  by  mingling  my  felieltatlunH  wjtii  n  fervent 
aspiration  that  "  tiik  FRiK.sumiir  of  the  two  REi'L-Bibicii 

M1.V  BC  COM>IEN31;raT£  WITU  TUEIR  EXIHTENCE." 


Paris,  le  27  F6vricr,  1848. 

MoNsiEtin:  J'ai  l-honneur  de  vous  informer  que  le  gouv- 
ornement  iirovisoire  de  la  r^publique  Fran(;aise  ni'aconl56 
le  portefeuille  des  Affaires  EtrangSres.  I/a  forme  r^pub- 
licaine  du  noiiveau  gouverneinent"n'achang6  ni  la  place  de 
la  France  en  Europe,  ni  scs  dispositions  loye.les  et  siiic6res  i 
niaintenir  ses  rapports  de  bonne  harmonic  avec  Ics  Puis- 
sances qui  voudront,  comme  elie,  l'ind6pen(lance  des  na- 
tions et  la  paix  du  monde. 

Ce  sera  un  bonheur  pour  moi,  STonsieur,  de  concourir 
par  tons  les  moyens  en  mon  pouvoir  JLcet  accord  des  peii- 
ples  dans  leur  dlgnit6  r^elproque,  et  in  rappeler  i  I'Eiirope 
que  le  principe  de  paix  et  le  prineipe  de  liberty  sont  ii<?s  e 
ni§me  jour  en  France.  Recevez,  Stc,  LAMARTINE. 
Monsieur  Rush,  Ministie  Pl^nipotcntiaire  des  Etats  Unis  a 

Paris.  

Legation  of  the  United  States, 

Paris,  Feliruarij  28,  1848. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  note  of  yes- 
terday, informing  me  that  the  Provisional  Government  of 
tlie  French  Republic  has  eontided  the  department  of  forei>»n 
affairs  to  your  hands.  The  choice,  sir,  I  will  dare  to  say, 
will  be  regarded  by  the  world  as  a  favorable  first  step  in  the 
new  order  of  things;  and  I  shall  have  great  .satisfaction  in 
transmitting  to  iny  Government,  by  the  earliest  opportunity, 
a  copy  of  your  comnmnication,  not  doubting  its  cordial 
reception.  In  the  mean  time,  sir,  I  will  be  ready,  under 
your  permission,  to  transact  with  you  whatever  business 
may  appertain  to  my  country,  or  American  citizens  in 
France. 

The  United  States,-having  learned  from  their  own  expe- 
rience the  value  of  free  institutions,  will  naturally  antici- 
pate from  similar  institutions  In  France,  .administered  with 
the  wisdom  and  moderation  of  which  the  enlarged  and  be- 
neficent principles  announced  in  your  note  are  the  auspi- 
cious harbingers,  nothing  hut  the  best  results  to  the  interests 
and  well-being  of  both  countries. 

I  pray  you  to  accept  these  early  assurances  of  the  very 
high  consideration  with  which  I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant,  RICHARD  RUSH. 

To  his  Excellency  M.  de  Lamartine,  Minister  of  Foreign 

Affairs,  &c.,  &.C..  fee. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  tli.at  the  rtiessao;e  and 
accompanying  docuiTients  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
miUee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  could  see  no  necessity  for 
a  refei'ence  of  the  message.  It  asked  for  no  action 
on  the  part  of  Congress,  and  consequently  required 
no  investigation  by  a  conmiittee. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  replied  that  he  had  made 
the  motion  because  it  was  usual,  and  certainly  the 
most  respectful  course  to  be  pursued  when  an  Ex- 
ecutive me.^sage  was  received. 

Mr.  ALLEN  expressed  a  hope  that  the  refer- 
ence would  not  have  the  effect  of  delaying  the  action 
of  the  Senate  on  the  joint  resolutions  which  he  had 
the  honor  to  submit. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said  he  had  no  intention  to 
delay  action  on  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  and  he  was  not  aware  that  the  reference 
would, have  such  effect. 

The  message  was  then  referred, 
PETITIONS,   ETC. 

Mr,  CASS  presented  a  petition  from  a  meeting 
of  wounded  soldiers  in  the  warwith  Great  Britain, 
asking  an  increase  of  the  present  rate  of  pensions; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
.  Mr.  DAVIS  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  the  United  Slates  in  favor  of  the  purchase  of 
Mount  Vernon  by  the  General  Government;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  memorial  from  Horace 
Southmayd  &  Son,  asking  reimbursement  for  du- 
ties levied  on  goods  shipped  to  Tnmpico;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  physicians  and  apotheca- 
ries in  the  District  of  Columliia  against  the  import- 
ation of  spurious  and  adulterated  drugs  and  inedi- 
cincs;  whicli  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Hillsbury  county,  Florida,  asking  a  grant 
of  land  to  erect  a  court  house  in  said  county;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 
REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution  to  sanction  an 
agreement  made  between  the  Wynndots  and  Dcl- 
awares  for  the  purchase  of  certain  lands  by  the 
fonncr  of  the  latter  tribe  of  Indians;  which  was 
read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claim.-^,  reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Hogan,  adminisiralor  of  Michael  Hogan,  de- 
ceased, without  amendment,  accompanied  by  a 
report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WESTCOTT, 

UcHOlrcd,  That  the  Comnils>ioiier  of  the  General  Land 
Ofhec  be  directed  to  report  to  the  Senate,  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable, an  abstract  ot  list  of  all  permits  granted  under  the  acta 


I  for  the  armed  occupation  of  Florida,  specifying  in  different 
j  columns  the  number  and  date  of  each  permit,  names  of  set- 
j  tiers,  designation  of  land,  number  of  section,  date,  person  to 
i  whom  permit  was  delivered,  wlu'ther  head  of  a  family  or 
single   man,  whether  land  designated  was  surveyed  and 
i  when,  and  if  so,  its  designation  by  the  surveys,  and  the  cases 
which  have  been  rejected  or  suspended,  and  the  reason 
therefor,  and  when  and  to  whom  lands  included  in  i)eimits 
have  been  sold  by  the  United  States,  and  in  what  cases  set- 
tlers have  availed  themselves  of  the  amendatory  act  of  1844; 
:  and  also  copies  of  all  instrnetinns  for  the  execution  of  said 
laws  by  the  General  Land  Othce ;  and  also  to  report  whether 
in  his  opinion  any  additional  legislation  is  proper  to  effect 
the  object  of  said  laws. 

The  private  bills  received  from  the  House  were 
read  a  first  and  second  time'  by  their  titles,  and 
appropriately  referred. 

THE  FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 
Mr.  ALLEN  moved   to  postpone  the  previous 
orders,  and  to  take  up  the  joint  resolutions  relative 
'  to  the  revolution  in  France. 

i  Mr,  CRITTENDEN  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
Senate  would  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
I  bill  concerning  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
:  States,  which  had  been  made  the  special  order  for 
I  Friday  last,  and  whicli  it  was  important  to  act  on 

without  delay. 
;      Mr,  ALLEN  thought  the  bill  referred  to  by  the 
'  Senator  from  Kentucky  would  lead  to  a  long  dis- 
j  cussion.     On  the  other  hand,  he  believed  the  joint 
I  resolutions  would   occupy  but  a  sHort  time.     Al- 
though he  was  prepared  to  give  his  views  on  the 
subject,  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  yield  his  pur- 
pose  rather  than  postpone  the  passage  of  the  reso- 
;  iutions.     He  thought  they  could   be  disposed  of 
[  to-day.     As  far  as  he  had  ascertained  the  wishes 
of  Senators,  he  did  not  think  there  was  any  dispo- 
sition on  that  side  of  the  Chamber  to  go  into  a  long 
debate.     Before  he  sat  down,  however,  he  could 
not  forbear  from  a  reference  to  a  single  fact,  which 
showed  that  there  was  at  lea.st  precedent  for  the 
course   he   urged.     [Here  Mr.  A.  read  from   the 
Journal   of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
10th   of  February,  1820,  the  proceedings  of  that 
body  on  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Clay,  on 
the  emancipation  of  the  Spanish  colonies  in  South 
America  from  the  yoke  of  Spain,  which  was  sub- 
mitted on  that  day,  and  disposed  of  without  ad- 
journment.] 

Mr.  A.  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  mo- 
tion to  postpone  the  previous  orders,  and  they  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  BAGBY  said  it  was  not  because  he  did  not 
feel  a  deep  sympathy  with  the  French  people  in 
their  pending  struggle  for  free  institutions  that  he 
had  already  given  his  vote  in  favor  of  laying  the 
resolutions  on  the  table,  but  because,  in  an  event 
of  such  vast  importance,  he  had  anticipated  some 
official  communication  from  the  minister  of  the 
United  States  at  Paris,  The  message  of  this  day 
proved  that  he  had  not  miscalculated.  That  com- 
munication had  been  made  to  the  Executive,  and 
by  him  had  been  transmitted  to  the  Senate;  and  he 
thought  this  message  would  be  the  most  proper 
basis  for  the  action  of  Congress.  Again:  in  a  matter 
so  momentous  in  its  character  and  consequences  as 
the  overthrowing  of  a  long-established  and  power- 
ful form  of  government,  and  the  building  up  of  an- 
other on  its  ruins,  it  did  occur  to  him  as  highly 
necessary,  before  we  took  any  step  in  the  business, 
all  the  lights  of  prudence  and  wisdom  and  grave 
deliberation  should  be  called  in  for  our  guidance. 
With  this  view,  while  he  had  been  compelled,  on 
some  questions,  and  with  great  reluctance,  to  differ 
from  the  views  of  the  distinguished  Senator  from 
South  Carfilina,  on  this  occasion  he  felt  happy  to 
be  able  fully  to  coincide  with  the  opinions  that 
able  Senator  had  expressed — opinions  alike  honor- 
able ta  his  high  standing  as  a  statesman  and  a 
Senator,  and  his  long  experience  in  public  life. 
He  did  think,  with  that  honorable  Senator,  that 
we  ought  to  wait  until  we  should  have  acquired 
some  more  certain  evidence  that  the  proceedings  of 
the  peo[)le  of  France  would  bring  about  that  result 
which  we  all  so  ardently  desire  and  confidently 
look  for.  It  may  l)e  that  good  cause  will  be  given 
for  our  congratulations;  but  ihe  end  might  not  be 
such  as  to  justify  congratulation.  Could  he  be  as- 
sured that  the  sun  of  freedom  which  was  now  rising 
in  France  would  cast  its  beneficent  radiance  not 
only  over  her  people,  but  over  the  whole  of  Eu- 
rope, heartily  indeed  would  he  rejoice.  But  if  the 
transitory  gleam  was  to  he  speedily  eclipsed  by- 
clouds,  and  the  thunder-storm  of  war  should  sutl- 
denly  burst  forth  liken  destructive  tornado,  sweep- 
ing, desolating,  and  destroying  all  within  its  path, 
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he  would  be  the  last  to  join  in  congratulations  for 
such  a  result.  At  present  it  was  impossible  to 
foretell  what  is  to  follow. 

Ai^ain:  he  was  a  little  afraid  of  a  three-days' 
revolution.  It  was  out  of  the  order  of  things 
that  such  great  events  as  revolutions  could  be  so 
speedily  terminated.  No  matter  what  was  the 
aetion  of  Congress  in  reference  to  the  South  Amer- 
ican States,  he  desired  to  htive  more  light  before 
he  could  consent  to  act.  If  France  should  prove 
willing  to  erect  a  republic,  on  a  firm  and  enduring 
basis,  the  Senator  from  Ohio  would  not  rejoice 
more  in  her  success  than  he  would.  But  the  crisis 
is  one  which  calls  on  us  to  pause,  deliberate,  and 
act  discreetly.  It  would  be  much  more  agreeable 
to  France  herself  to  hear  our  sustaining  voice  after 
the  first  paroxysm  of  the  revolution,  shall  have 
subsided,  and  she  shall  have  established  her  new 
system  on  a  basis  which  will  stand  the  test  of  time. 
He  could  not  consent  to  have  these  resolutions 
passed  through  in  such  hot,  haste,  without  proper 
inquiry  and  deliberation;  and  he  hoped,  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  would  consent  to  let  the  resolutions  go 
with  the  message  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  which  would  be  the  most  respectful 
course. 

Here  a  discussion  took  place  between  Mr. 
DICKINSON,  Mr.  CASS,  Mr.  CRITTENDEN, 
Mr.  BUTLER,  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts, 
Mr.  BENTON,  Mr.  DOWNS,  Mr.  DAYTON, 
Mr.  ALLEN,  and  Mr.  ASHLEY,  on  the  subject 
•  of  the  bills  which  were  entitled  to  precedence  in  the 
order  of  business— Mr.  CRITTENDEN  insisting 
that  the  act  concerning  the  Supreme  Court  was  the 
order  of  the  day,  while  Mr.  CASS  and  Mr.  BEN- 
TON asserted  that  the  bill  for  ascertaining  and  pay- 
ing certain  claims  in  California,  as  the  unfinished 
business,  had  the  preference. 

Mr.  NILES  said  this  debate  was  somewhat 
irregular;  and  he  hoped  the  vote  on  the  considera- 
tion of  these  resolutions  would  not  be  influenced 
by  questions  connected  with  any  other  measure. 
When  these  resolutions  were  taken  up,  he  thought 
it  was  for  the  purpose  of  making  them  the  special 
order  for  some  particular  day.  He  now  understood 
that  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  to 
urge  an  immediate  vote  upon  them.  If  such  was 
the  purpose,  he  must  say  that  he  was  not  now  pre- 
pared to  vote  on  them.  He  did  not  think  the  sub- 
ject had  received  the  consideration  its  importance 
required.  The  form  in  which  the  resolutions  were 
presented  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  the  best  that 
might  be  devised.  He  did  not  exactly  comprehend 
whatwas  meant  by  consolidating  liberty.  Fleknew 
very  well  what  consolidating  power  meant.  There 
were  other  defects — and  resolutions  of  this  char- 
acter could  not  be  drawn  up  with  too  much  care. 
He  concurred  in  one  point  with  a  Senator  who  liad 
said,  that  to  have  any  value  in  the  estimation  of 
the  French  people,  this  ought  to  be  a  unanimous 
expression  of  opinion.  In  that  view  he  concurred. 
But  he  did  not  think  that  we  should  be  too  hasty. 
It  was  all  right  for  the  people  to  act  at  once,  but  it 
became  Congress  to  act  more  seriously,  and  with 
greater  deliberation. 

Mr.  BAGBY  expressed  his  willingness  to  vote 
in  the  affirmative,  if  the  Senator  from  Ohio  only 
desired  to  lefer  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  ALLEN  stated  the  position  in  which  the 
question  stood,  and  said  that  it  was  his  object  to 
go  on  with  the  discussion,  and  to  urge  the  Senate 
to  a  vote. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Allen,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Asliley,  Atcliison.Atberton,  Brad- 
bury, Brceee,  Cass,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Doiii'las, 
Down«,  Fetch,  Foote,  Hale,  Haiinegan,  Houston,  Jolinson 
of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Moor,  Rusk,  and  Westcolt— 21. 

NAY-<— Messrs.  Baghy,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Benton,  Beriien, 
Butler,  Callioun,Clarke,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Greene,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Mangnm,  Miller 
Niles,  Pearce,  Phelps,  Spruance,  Turney,  Underwood,  and' 
Uphain — 22. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  to  take  up  the 
special  order,  unless  there  was  some  pressing 
business  to  be  transacted. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  replied  that  there  was  some 
pressing  business  come  in,  or  he  would  not  have 
made  the  motion. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said,  if  he  could  be  satis- 
fied the  business  was  really  pressing,  he  would  not 
caupe  delay.  But  the  Senate  might  take  up  the 
special  order  and  then  pas.<i  it  over'informally,  and 


proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  CASS  expressed  a  hope  that  the  California 
claims  bill  would  have  the  preference. 

Mr.  BENTON  also  urged  the  priority  of  the 
California  bill,  which  was  in  fact  an  appropriation 
bill,  and,  on  that  account,  was  entitled  to  the  ear- 
liest action.  When  he  came  here  this  morning,  it 
was  with  the  expectation  that  this  bill  would  be 
taken  up.  Now,  if  we  were  to  take  up  the  Judi- 
ciary bill,  what  would  be  the  question?  The  ques- 
tion would  be,  Shall  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  be  forever  cut  loose  from  the  States? 
That  question  had  frequently  been  decided  by  both 
Houses  of  Congress.  It  had  been  decided  not  to 
permit  the  Supreme  Court  to  be  stationary  here  as 
a  great  central  power,  separated  from  the  States. 
It  was  decided  here  that  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  should  not  be  brought  to  live  in  this  city  du- 
ring their  lives.  Thatquestion  had  been  decided, 
and  now  it  was  to  be  attempted  to  bring  it  up  again, 
not  in  a  direct  and  open  manner,  but  by  a  sapping 
and  mining  process.  Grant  the  one  year  asked 
for  by  the  bill,  and  it  would  be  followed  by  a  re- 
quest for  two  years  longer,  and  the  Supreme  Court 
may  be  considered  as  cut  loose  from  the  S'ates 
forever.  From  that  moment  the  States  would  de- 
generate into  mere  provinces.  The  central  power 
would  be  always  here,  the  judges  would  always 
reside  here  in  view  of  the  Capitol.  He  therefore 
hoped  the  bill  would  be  voted  down.  As  to  the 
state  of  the  docket,  he  thought  the  appeals  would 
increase  when  the  circuit  courts  would  be  held  by 
a  single  judge. 

Revolutions,  we  have  recent  experience,  may  be 
made  in  haste.  But  it  should  not  be  so  with  legiy- 
lation.  He  was  against  all  legislation  which  was 
urged  forward  by  the  cry  of  "  now  or  never."  It 
was  attempted  to  induce  the  Senate  to  take  up  this 
bill  because  the  Supreme  Court  had  adjourned  till 
May.  He  hoped  there  would  be  no  haste,  but 
that  the  bill,  at  a  proper  time,  would  be  considered 
with  deliberation. 

Mr,  CRITTENDEN  made  a  brief  reply.  In- 
stead of  being  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a 
central  power  here,  which  should  be  independent 
of  the  States,  the  only  object  of  the  bill  was  to 
make  disposition  of  the  business  which  had  accu- 
mulated. Without  such  a  measure,  it  would  occu- 
py four  years  to  get  through  this  mass  of  business. 
The  only  mode  was  to  relieve  the  judges  from  cir- 
cuit duty  for  one  year.  And  this  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  magnified  into  an  eftbrt  to  change  the 
Supreme  Court  into  a  great  central  power  to  be 
fixed  permanently  here.  Unless  this  bill  should 
pass,  the  very  accumulation  of  business  would 
produce  the  evil  which  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
deprecated.  L^nless  the  bill  should  be  disposed  of 
soon,  it  would  be  of  no  effect.  The  judges  will 
have  been  scattered  over  the  country  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties.  When  they  left  here  they 
adjourned,  conditionally,  until  May.  Unless, 
therefore,  time  was  allowed  for  a  notification  to 
(hem  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  before  that  period, 
it  would  be,  in  effect,  the  defeat  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN  was  then 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  taken  up  and  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  and  by  gen- 
eral consent,  the  bill  was  then  informally  passed 
over,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  Executive  business.  After  some  time,  the  doors 
were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  ..Ipril  4,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read — 
Mr.  SIMS  rose  and  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is 
with  no  ordinary  emotions  that  I  now  rise  to  an- 
nounce to  the  House  that  Death,  whose  presence 
has  so  oft  and  so  recently  called  us  to  mourn  dining 
the  progress  of  this  session  of  Congress,  has  again 
demanded  a  victim  of  ournumber.    James  Augus- 
tus  Black,  a  Representative   from   the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  is  no  more.     He  expired  in  this 
city  on   yesterday   night,  at  twenty-five  minutes 
after  eleven  o'clock,  amidst  the  delegation  of  his 
State,  with  his  family  around  him,  without  a  mur- 
mur, and  without  a  groan. 

In  a  most  extraordinary  degree,  through  a  pro- 
tracted illness  of  seventeen  days,  he  preserved  his 
composure  of  mind,  his  consciousness,  and  con- 
stancy of  purpose.     At  no  moment  did  he  com- 


plain. Though  conscious,  day  by  day  and  hour 
by  hour,  that  deatli  pursued  him,  and,  at  the  final 
struggle,  that  dissolution  was  inevii«ble,  he  quailed 
not  and  murmured  not;  and  at  the  hour  that  I  have 
indicated  he  breathed  out  his  soul  as  composedly 
as  the  infant  sinks  into  the  softest  shirnber.  Such 
v/ere  the  last  scenes  in  the  life  of  my  friend  and 
colleague. 

Mr.  Speaker,  under  any  circumstances  death  is 
a  solemn  occurrence;  but  there  are  concomitants 
that  render  its  approach  less  afliictive,  becau.se  more 
expected  and  appropriate  than  in  other  circum- 
stances. When  the  soldier  dies  on  the  battle-field, 
he  falls  beneath  the  law  of  the  occasion  and  pro- 
priety; and  when  old  age  sinks  to  rest,  human  des- 
tiny has  been  appropriately  fulfilled,  and  man  finds 
his  end  at  the  proper  period.  It  is  natural  and 
appropriate,  and  fills  us  v/ith  a  pleasing  melan- 
clioly  rather  than  with  poignant  grief,  because, 
like  the  foiling  of  the  autumnal  leaf,  the  creature 
perishes  beneath  the  decree  of  his  Creator  in  the 
proper  season.  But  when,  in  the  midst  of  life, 
unexpectedly,  in  the  midst  of  years  and  acts  of 
usefulness,  one  is  cut  down;  when  there  is  no  pre- 
monitory event  or  circumstance  to  announce  the 
destroyer's  approach;  when  liecomes  upon  us  thus 
unexpectedly,  the  visitation  is  always  felt  with 
more  peculiar  force  and  regret. 

Such  was  the  fall  of  my  friend.  But  a  few  days 
ago  he  was  among  us,  in  life  and  health,  in  the 
constant  and  assiduous  performance  of  his  duties 
here  as  a  Representative.  One  day,  thus  engaged 
with  his  accustomed  usefulness  and  ability;  the 
next,  his  friends  find  him  stricken  down  by  the 
violence  of  disease,  which,  from  the  first,  an- 
nounced with  a  certainty  which  all  the  untiring 
efforts  of  his  skillful  professional  attendants  could 
not  avert,  that  the  victim  was  marked,  and  that 
not  a  ray  of  hope  could  cheer  a  friend  or  inquirer 
who  sought  to  know  the  progress  and  ultimate  re- 
sult of  his  disease.  His  friends,  his  immediate 
family  at  a  distance,  though  stricken  down  so  un- 
expectedly, there  were  two  circumstances  of  be- 
nevolence in  the  providence  of  God:  the  one,  to 
which  I  have  already  referred,  of  preserving  his 
intellect  unclouded  to  the  last,  and  the  other  of 
protracting  his  sweet  resignation  and  patience,  and 
his  existence,  until,  from  the  distant  South,  his  wife 
and  child  and  affectionate  brother  were  enabled  to 
minister  the  hist  consolations  of  affection  and  ten- 
derness around  his  dying  bed. 

There  are  many  incidents  in  the  life  of  my  friend 
that  at  the  proper  time  it  would  be  pleasant  and 
proper  to  dwell  upon.  I  come  not  now  to  gather 
from  the  acts  of  usefulness  with  which  his  life^ 
from  earliest  manhood  to  its  close,  was  filled,  to 
bind  up  flowers  with  which  to  deck  his  grave. 
Now  is  not  the  time  to  adorn  his  open  grave,  wait- 
ing for  the  reception  of  his  lifeless  form,  and  naught 
but  the  tears  of  affection  and  the  weeping  regrets 
of  friends  are  the  becoming  garniture  of  its  desola- 
tion. 

I  stop  not,  therefore,  to  announce,  that  in  early 
manhood,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  impelled  by  that 
patriotism  which  animated  him  to  the  last,  he 
stepped  forward  in  1812  to  join  the  army  of  his 
country.  He  entered  the  service  as  a  lieutenant, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  war,  resigning  the  commis- 
sion of  captain,  which  at  that  time  he  held,  he  re- 
tired to  private  life.  After  that  he  was  constantly 
ensajred  in  useful  employments  until,  some  few 
years  since,  he  was  called  from  the  sphere  of  use- 
fulness in  other  walks  of  life  to  take  a  seat  upon 
this  floor,  as  a  Representative  from  the  Pinckney 
district  in  South  Carolina.  How  he  performed  hi.s 
duties  here;  how  he  has  illustrated,  in  the  most 
eminent  manner,  the  true  character  of  a  Represent- 
ative; how  he  has  shown  respect  to  the  opinions 
of  his  constituents,  and  discharged  his  duty  by 
keeping  them  constantly  informed  by  communica- 
tions of  the  progress  and  state  of  public  Inisinesa 
here;  how  he  has  ever  responded  to  the  impulses 
of  patriotism,  which  had  grov.'n  into  fixed  princi- 
ples of  action  in  him,  tliroaghout  his  whole  public 
career  here,  all  who  nov/  hear  me  will  bear  cheer- 
ful testitnony.  He  loved  the  people;  not  with  a 
demagogue's  love,  but  with  a  so.ilstirriiig,  divine 
impulse,  springing  from  that  fniMlaineiilal  maxim 
of  his  creed,  that  all  men  arc  brothers, and  a!!  men 
are  equal,  and  that  the  people  nre  capable  ot  self- 
government.  These  were  the  fixed  principles  of 
his  life;  and  his  whole  public  career  was  but  !\ 
practical  imbodiinent  and  illustration  of  these  prin- 
ciples. 
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My  friend  was  not  icgularly  educated;  but  with 
a  stioiin-  Diitmal  intellect,  with  a  j)ower  of  reilec- 
tion  and  obsorvatinn  seldom  equalled,  passing;  a 
busy  and  eventful  life,  he  had  supplied,  in  all  tlie 
essential  elnirii-nts,  the  want  of  education  in  ilie 
amount  of  inlnrmation  that  he  had  amassed,  and 
those  treasures  from  personal  observation  that  he 
had  collected. 

One  or  two  more  remarks,  and  I  have  done. 
There  are  liiose  who  believe  that  the  success  of  a 
public  man  in  popular  elections,  is  no  evidence 
either  of  virtue  in  the  constituent,  or  of  influence 
or  aptitude  for  the  appointment  in  the  representa- 
tive. This  is  a  srreat  niistak'c.  One  who,  without 
other  circumstances  than  mere  merit,  can  fasten 
and  retain  the  public  confidence,  has  a  charm  of 
e.xceHeiice  al)out  him,  an  undefinal)le  fascination  of 
character  and  qualifications,  which,  alihoush  ac- 
quaintances individually  may  not  discover  it,  yet 
constitutes  a  kind  of  divine  and  political  electricity, 
which,  without  exfjlanation,  works  its  mighty 
power  in  this  universe  of  election  and  popular 
riijht,  and  under  the  appointment  of  God,  and  by 
the  common  sense  of  tiie  people,  carries  forward 
tlie  gr«at  system  of  the  g-overnment.  My  friend 
possessed  this  power.'  No  man  living  ever  had 
more  of  it;  no  one  saw  why.  Other  men  were 
superior  to  him  in  attainments,  superior  to  him  in 
accomplishments,  superior  to  him  in  wealth,  seem- 
ingly su|ierior  to  him  in  every  advantage  that  would 
have  a  tendency  to  Ijind  man  to  man,  and  bestow 
political  or  social  influence;  yet  not  a  man  breathed 
in  this  Congress,  or  elsewhere,  within  the  whole 
circle  of  his  acquaintance,  who  had  the  power  in 
a  greater  deijree  than  the  deceased,  to  bind  as  with 
hoolcs  of  steel  to  himself,  all  who  knew  hioi  or 
called  him  IViend.  Among  his  immediate  constit- 
uency, his  position  was  peculiar  and  lovely.  The 
great  Senator  of  New  York,  without  wealth,  rep-  [ 
resented  the  character  of  a  Roman  merely  i^rom  i 
merit,  distini^uislied  and  useful.  So  my  friend  was 
poor,  though  useful  and  popular.  This  I  speak  in  | 
praise  of  him:  it  is  his  highest  eulogy.  He  had  j 
no  adventitious  inliuences  of  wealth,  of  position, 
to  bind  him  to  his  ]ieople;  nothing  but  his  prin- 
ciple of  devotion  to  truth  and  to  popular  right,  that  , 
attached  them  to  him. 

In  all   his  life,  he  did  his  duty  well;  and  in  his 
death,  there  is  nothing,  now  that  that  event  is  past,  j 
to  regret.     He  was  happy  in  his  death,  in  that  he  I 
passed  quietly,  as  I  have  already  noticed,  through 
the  dark  valley  and  shadow. 

I  will   not  now  attempt  even   to   imagine,  much  j 
less  to  speak  words  of  consolation  to  the  grief  of 
the  widow  and   the   orphan.     Time   alone,  under  i 
the   persuasive   influences  of  Christian    ri\ith,  can  j 
give  comfort  here.     Commending   his   family   to 
those  consolations,  I  ask  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

liei-jlvH,  Tlijil  lilt;  House  has  lu-nrd  vvilli  (leepemntion  tlie 
.-iniiMiiciiitiori  of  tlie  <ln:illi  of  tliB  Hon.  Ja.mes  A.  B[/\CK,  a 
liieiiilirr  tVoin  the  State  of  South  Carolina. 

Rrsjlucd,  Tli.it  tills  IIou?e  trndnr.-i  to  the  relatives  nf  the 
deceased  tlie  expreiisioM  of  its  sympathy,  on  thi.v  affecting 
event,  and,  as  a  testhiioiiy  of  respect  for  the  meninry  of  Ww 
dceea-ied,  tlie  rnemhcrs  and  officers  of  the  Hoii.tfi  will  wointo 
uioiirninj;  hy  wearlii];;  ciape  on  thy  loftann  for  thirty  days. 

Rc.iolivil,  Thai  the  meniliersand  olTieers  of  tlic  Honse  will 
attend  llie  fiiiifral  of  the  Hon.  James  A.  Bl.vck,  deceased, 
on  to-morrow,  at  12i  o'clock,  p.  m. 

Resolved,  That  a  coiiiniittee  be  appointed  for  superintend- 
ing the  funeral  of  the  deceased. 

Orilcrci,  'I'hat  a  nifssa!;e  be  sent  to  the  Senate  to  notify 
tliat  body  of  tlii.'  (^'alli  of  the  Hon..lAMES  A.  Ui.ack,  )at(^  one 
of  Vm:  Representatives  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina; 
that  his  funeral  will  take  place  from  the  hall  of  the  House 
on  to-morrow,  at  12.1  o'clock,  p.  in.;  and  that  the  Senate  be 
invited  to  alti'nd  the  same. 

Ritohcd,  That,  as  a  I'lirlher  mark  of  rc=ppct  for  the  mem- 
ory of  till!  ihccased,  this  House  do  now  adjourn. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
TtjESDAY,  .Iprll  4,  18'!8. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  aripropri.ilely  refcired: 

HyMr.  PEARCE:  From  the  Maryland  College 
of  Pharmacy,  asking  the  adoption  of  prompt  and 
erticient  measuie.s  to  put  a  stop  to  the  introduction 
of  adulterated  drujs  ant!  medicines. 

By  Mr.  MILLER:  From  Mary  Coleman,  ask- 
ing a  pension  on  account  of  the  services  of  her  hus- 
band during  the  Revolution. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland:  From  citi- 
zen.s  of  the  United  Stales,  asking  that  Alount 
Vernon  may  be  purchased  by  the  Genera!  Govern- 
ment. 


By  Mr.  BADGER:  From  Agnes  Freeland, ask- 
ing; for  a  pension  as  widow  of  a  revolutionary 
officer. 

By  Mr.  DIX:  From  G.  R.  Cox  and  other  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  aslcing  that  the  owners 
of  steam-vessels  may  be  com]  idled  to  adopt  Evans's 
safety  guard  in  the  construction  of  all  engines  used 
in  the  passenger  boats. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED  ON  LEAVE. 
ByMr.  MILLER,  in  pursuance  of  notice:  Abill 
relating  to  dower. 

By  j\Ir.  PHELPS:  Abill  granting  a  pension  to 
William  Piltnian. 

By  Mr.  RUSK:  A  bill  regulating  trade  and  in- 
■  tercourse  with  the  various  tribes  of  Indians  residing 
within  the  limits  of  Texas. 

REPORTS  FROM   COMMITTEES. 

By  Mr.  CASS,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs:  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  Robert 
Wallace,  aid-decamp  of  General  William  Hull, 
without  amendment. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  the  bill  for  the 
payment  of  the  4th  regiment  of  the  2d  brigade  of 
the  3d  division  of  the  Vermont  militia,  for  services 
at  the  battle  of  Plattsburg. 

By  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims:  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Archibald  Bull 
and  Lemuel  S.  Finch,  without  amendment,  and 
recoiTimending  its  passage. 

By  Mr.  BRADBURY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims:  Asking  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of 
Francis  Hatinack,  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

By  Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts: An  unfavoi-able  report  on  the  resolution  to 
allow  all  the  messengers  of  the  Senate  the  same 
compensation  paid  to  R.  P.  Anderson  and  J.  L. 
Clubb;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  the  resolution 
to  give  to  two  youths  employed  in  the  Senate  office 
during  the  hist  session  one  hundred  dollars  each, 
so  aimended  as  to  allow  forty-five  dollars  to  each; 
which  report  was  adopted. 

OBITUARY. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Hou.se  of  Rep- 
resentatives announcing  the  death  of  the  Hon. 
■Tames  Augustus  Black,  of  the  State  of  South 
Carolina;  when — 

Mr.  BUTLER  rose,  and  addressed  the  Senate 
as  follows: 

The  death  which  has  just  been  communicated 
by  the  resolutions  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives is  an  event  well  calculated  to  arrest  attention 
and  inspire  serious  reflection.  This  is  the  fourth 
death  that  has  occurred  among  us  during  this  ses- 
sion— a  period  of  four  months — and  the  ninth 
occasion  u)jon  which  we  have  been  called  on  to  go 
in  mourning  for  the  loss  of  a  member  belong- 
ing to  the  thirtieth  Congress.  TJiese  are  circum- 
stances that  are  giving  to  our  session  a  melapcholy 
celebrity. 

My  late  colleague,  the  ETon.  James  Augustus 
Black,  was  seized  on  the  16th  Of  the  last  month 
v/ith  a  violent  congestive  chill,  which  terminated 
in  an  obstinate  and  incurable  pneumonia,  of  which 
he  died,  at  his  lodgings  in  this  city,  last  night,  at 
twenty-five  minutes  after  eleven  o'clock.  Before 
he  was  taken  ill,  he  had  the  prospect  of  many  da)'s 
before  him.  With  a  robust  constitution,  he  was 
in  the  enjoyment  of  vigorous  health,  neither  of 
which  had  been  impaireil  by  jirevious  disease. 
His  last  sickness  was  violent,  painful,  and  pro- 
tracted, butitwasborne  with  a  sustaining  fortitude, 
worthy  of  a  man  and  a  Christian. 

Our  departed  friend  was  born  of  respectable  pa- 
rents, in  Abbeville  district.  South  Carolina,  and  at 
the  time  of  hi.s  death  he  was  in  the  57th  year  of 
his  age.  The  deceased  entered  the  army  in  I8I2, 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  with  the  commission  of 
lieutenant,  and  was  promoted  to  the  grade  of  cap- 
tain before  the  close  of  the  war. 

Captain  Black  h;id  not,  1  believe,  any  opportu- 
nity of  distinction  on  the  field  of  battle.  But  he 
left  the  service  with  the  reputation  of  an  excellent 
oflicer,  having  made  a  strong  and  favorable  im- 
pression on  the  minds  of  his  associates  and  mili- 
tary comrades.  His  keen  sagacity,  penetrating 
observation  of  men,  his  firomjit  judgment  and 
untiling  industry,  associated  with  cordialily  and 
frankness  of  manner,  were  qualities  that  well  fitted  i 
him  for  military  command.     Upon  one  occasion,  | 


whilst  he  was  stationed  near  St.  Mary's,  the  intre- 
pidity of  his  benevolence  and  courage  was  pi-it  to 
a  test  called  for  by  a  si:;nal  exertion  to  save  life. 
By  one  of  those  sudden  floods  v/hich  occur  in  that 
part  of  the  country,  the  hedges,  causeways,  and 
liouses  were  submerged  and  swept  away,  destroy- 
ing many  lives  and  property.  Captain  Black, 
with  much  peril  to  himself,  found  a  gentleman, 
;  then  a  young  midshipman,  now  a  captain  in  the 
navy,  insensible  and  exhausted,  floating  on  the 
v/reck  of  a  vessel.  This  gentleman,  on  hearing 
of  the  illness  of  Mr.  Black,  repaired  to  his  bed- 
side, and,  inspired  by  the  utmost  delicacy  of  grati- 
tude and  friendship,  ministered  to  his  wants,  with 
the  tenderness  almost  of  a  woman. 

On  the  close  of  the  war.  Captain  Black  retired 
to  private  Ufe,  and  engaged  in  business  with  char- 
acteristic energy  and  industry.  Prior  to  his  elec- 
tion as  member  of  Congress,  he  filled  several 
situations  of  trust  and  responsibility.  He  pos- 
sessed in  an  eminent  decree  the  self-reliance  of  a 
self-made  man,  with  the  peculiarities  of  dejiortment, 
and  character  that  made  him  a  popular  favorite. 
FnuTi  tiie  period  of  his  return  to  the  twenty-eighth 
Congress,  others  have  enjoyed  better  opportunities 
than  myself  of  forming  an  estimate  of  his  public 
career.  But  the  deep  and  even  affectionate  anxiety 
manifested  during  his  illness,  and  the  profounii 
sensation  which  his  death  occasioned  amongst 
those  who  were  particularly  associated  with  hiin, 
are  honorable  commentaries  upon  his  private  vir- 
tues and  his  public  worth. 

At  an  early  period  Mr.  Black  became  a  disciple 
of  the  old  republican  doctrines,  and  he  ever  after- 
wards maintained  them  with  unflinching  firmness 
and  uniform  consistency.  He  has  been  sustained 
during  his  public  career  by  the  unshaken  confi- 
dence of  an  intelligent,  numerous,  and  wealthy 
constituency. 

A  few  days  before  he  died  he  gave  expression 
to  his  uirshiinking  faith  in  the  hopes  and  conso- 
lations of  the  Christian  religion.  He  retained 
throughout  his  painful  illness  the  possession  of  his 
mental  faculties,  and  one  remark  which  he  made 
is  worthy  of  record,  as  it  afibrds  at  once  matter  of 
consolation  and  admiration.  He  said  that  a  death- 
bed was  not  the  place  to  prepare  for  death,  and 
that  he  bad  not  deferred  till  the  last  moment  the 
solemn  considerations  connected  with  his  spiritual 
welfare.  He  professed  a  confident  adherence  to 
the  Christian  faith,  and  expressed  the  hope,  that 
throu<;li  its  efficacy,  he  should  enjoy  a  happy  ex- 
istence hereafter.  A  few  days  before  his  death,  I 
approached  his  bedside,  and  endeavored  to  cheer 
and  encourage  him.  "This  is  indeed  a  great 
trial,"  he  said,  "  but  I  will  try  and  meet  it  as  be- 
comes a  Carolinian!"  Afterwards  he  said,  "I 
have  only  one  request  to  make:  let  my  bones  rest 
in  the  soil  of  my  native  land!" 

This  is  not  a  fitting  occasion  on  which  to  speak 
of  the  domestic  relations  of  my  departed  colleague. 
Into  that  sacred  private  circle  in  which  the  virtues 
of  the  husband  and  the  father  were  displayed,  it  is 
not  for  us  to  enter.  It  is  consolatory  that  his  wife, 
son,  and'brother,  reached  his  dying  bed  in  time  to 
receive  an  affectionate  recognition;  and  that  he  left 
this  earthly  scene  with  a  firm  hope  of  happiness 
beyond  the  i!;rave,  leaving  behind  him  an  unsullied 
name,  and  the  reputation  of  a  good  and  upright 
man. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  ofifering  the  usual  resolu- 
tions incident  to  such  mournful  occasions,  which 
were  adopteil. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  ..'?;)n7  5,  1848. 

The  House  having  been  opened  by  prayer,  and 
the  Journal  read,  at  a  quarter  past  twelve  o'clock 
the  remains  of  the  late  Hon.  James  A.  Black  was 
brou;rht  in,  attended  by  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments, the  chaplains,  and  the  bereaved  son  of  the 
deceased — the  House  rising  to  receive  them — and 
the  coffin  was  deposited  on  the  bier  prepared  for  it 
in  front  of  the  Clerk's  table. 

The  Senators  next  entered  (the  House  rising) 
and  took  seats  in  the  Hall— the  Vice  President 
being  seated  on  the  right  of  the  Speaker. 

At  twenty-five  minutes  past  twelve,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  the  Heads  of  Execu- 
tive Dcjiartmcnts  were  received  by  the  House  and 
Senate  rising  to  their  feet;  and,  when  they  were 
seated  on  the  right  of  tlie  bier  und  the  mourners, 
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the  cliaplain  of  the  Senate  (Rev.  Mr.  Slicer)  read 
the  latter  part  of  1  Cor.  xv.,  and  engaj^ed  in 
prayer. 

The  House  chaplain  (Rev.  Mr.  Gurley)  then 
delivered  the  sermon  founded  on  the  text — 

"Jpsus  .sailli  unto  her,  Thy  brotlier  shall  rise  again." — 
Jo/m  xi.  23. 

concludins:  with  the  benediction. 

The  order  was  then  announced  by  the  Clerk,  and 
the  procession  moved,  according'  to  the  following 
programme,  to  the  Congressional  burying-ground, 
where  the  body  is  depo.siled,  until  arrangements 
can  be  made  for  its  final  interment  in  the  State  of 
South  Carolina. 

TiieChaplains  of  both  Houses  of  Congress, 

Physicians  who  attended  the  deceased. 

ComiiiiUee  of  Arraiifrements : 

Mr.  Sims,  of  South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Boyd,  of  Ky., 
Mr.  Atkinson,  of  Va., 
Mr.  Thompson,  of  Pa., 


Mr.  Marsh,  ofVt., 
Mr.  Ilninploii,  of  N.  J., 
Mr.  Hubliard.of  Conn. 


Pall-Bearers: 

Mr.  Lumpkin,  of  Ga.,      f  ^  ]  Mr.  Cranston,  of  R.  I., 
Mr.  McClernand,oft]l.,j  »  I  Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tenn., 
Mr.  LIgon,  of  Md.,  ]  g   (Mr.  Rockwell,  of  Mass., 

Mr.  Hunt,  of  N.  Y.,         [a  j  Mr.  Harmanson,  of  La. 
The  family  and  friends  of  the  deceased. 
The  Senators  and  Representatives  from  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  as  mourners. 
The  Sergeant-at-Anns  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  House  of  Representatives  of  the   United  States,  pre- 
ceded by  their  Speaker  and  Clerk. 
The  other  officers  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Senate. 
The  Senate,  preceded  by  their  President  and  Secretary. 
The  other  officers  of  the  Senate. 
The  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  Heads  of  Depurtments. 
The  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and  its  officers. 
The  Diplomatic  Corps. 
The  Comptrollers,  Auditors,  and  other  lieads  of  Bureaus  of 
tiie  several  Departments  of  the  Government, 
with  their  officers. 
Officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  at  the  seat  of  Government. 
The  Mayor  of  Wasliington. 
Citizens  and  Stranjers. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.^ 

Thursday,  ^pril  6,  1848. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GOGGIN,  by  general  con- 
sent, the  bill  relative  to  foreign  mail  service,  which 
had  been  made  the  special  order  for  Wednesday 
last,  (yesterday,)  but  which  order  was  not  execu- 
ted in  consequence  of  the  funeral  ceremonies  of 
Mr.  Black,  was  made  the  special  order  for  Wed- 
nesday next. 

Mr.  TI-IOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  desired  that 
the  several  bills  amendatory  of  the  bounty-land 
law,  to  give  the  bounty  to  officers  promoted  from 
the  ranks,  which  had  been  made  the  special  order 
for  Tuesday  last,  and  superseded  from  the  same 
cause,  should  now  be  set  down  as  the  special  or- 
der for  next  Tuesday. 

Mr.  VINTON,  by  general  consent,  in  a  few  re- 
marks referred  to  the  necessity  of  the  speedy  pas- 
sage by  the  House  of  the  important  appropriation 
bills  which  were  yet  undisposed  of,  and  which 
were  especially  necessary  now,  as  this  was  the 
season  for  the  making  of  the  contracts  and  arrange- 
ments, which  could  not  be  entered  into  until  The 
appropriations  were  made;  and  to  the  fact  that 
though  he  had  been  reminded  by  communications 
from  the  departments  from  time  to  time  of  this  ne- 
cessity, and  had  exerted  himself  to  bring  up  these 
bjjls,  he  had  yet  been  unable  to  do  so  on  account 
of  the  various  special  orders  which  had  taken  pre- 
cedence. He  now,  on  these  grounds,  and  without 
having  any  objection  to  the  bill  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Mississippi  had  referred,  hoped  that 
no  more  special  orders  would  be  made  until  the 
appropriation  bills  were  disposed  of. 

After  further  conversation  by  several  gentlemen, 
the  question  beinj;  taken,  was  decided  in  the  af- 
firmative: Ayes  88,  noes  36.'' 

So  the  aforesaid  bills  were  made  the  special 
order  for  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  _SLlNGERLAND,'previous  notice  having 
been  given,  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce 
abilltogive  to  actual  soltlers  and  rullivalors  the 
benefits  of  limited  qiumtities  of  the  public  lands  for 
a  nominal  compensation,  and  to  prevent  specula- 
tion in  the  same.  Read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Conimiilee  on  Public  Lands. 


Mr.  KAUFMAN  presented  a  joint  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  Texas,  urging  the  delegation 
from  that  State  in  Congress  to  use  their  endeavors 
to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  to  incorporate  the 
navy  of  the  late  Republic  of  Texas  into  the  navy 
of  the  United  States.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  or-, 
dered  to  be  printed 

Mr.  BINGHAM  presented  the  joint  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  asking  the  con- 
struction of  a  military  road  from  Green  Bay,  on 
Lake  Michigan,  to  Kewenow  Bay,  on  Lake  Supe- 
rior. Also,  joint  resolutions  relative  to  a  grant  of 
land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  public  works 
in  said  State.  Also,  joint  resolutions  asking  a 
cession  of  lands  for  the  construction  of  a  canal 
around  the  falls  of  Ste.  Marie;  which  were  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CORRESPONDENCE GEN.  SCOTT,  ETC. 

Mr.  HENLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, who  were  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the 
House  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  printing 
an  extra  number  of  copies  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  Department  of  War  and  Generals 
Scott  and  Taylor,  and  between  General  Scott  and 
Mr.  Trist,  and  between  Mr.  Trist  and  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  reported  a  resolution  recommending 
the  printing  of  ten  thousand  copies  extra  of  said 
correspondence. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  he  was  obliged  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  make  some  explanations  in  refer- 
ence to  the  printing,  and  especially  to  say  a  few 
words  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Clingman,]  which  he  considered  neces- 
sary in  consequence  of  the  very  singular  and 
extraordinary  accusations  made  by  that  gentleman 
against  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Secretary  of  War.  He  would  read  two  or  three 
of  those  accusations  as  preliminaries  to  his  re- 
marks: 

"  He  had  looked  over  that  correspondence  briefly  since  it 
had  been  placed  in  the  hands  fif  the  i  rinter,  and  he  was 
sorry  to  say  his  worst  fears  were  realized.  He  found  that 
it  was  not  a  full  statement  of  the  correspondence.  He  found 
not  only  that  some  important  letters  were  omitted  altogether, 
hut  tliat  of  some  letters  extracts  were  given  from  the  middle, 
of  others  they  were  furnished  with  the  end,  and  in  some 
cases  they  had  beginning  and  end,  but  no  middle." 

"  But  he  wanted  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this 
correspondence,  to  show  that  it  was  too  imperfect  to  be  sent 
to  the  country." 

"  The  Administration,  while  apparently  undertaking  to 
furnish  all  the  correspondence  of  General  Scott,  knew  well 
that  it  was  important  not  to  send  in  General  Scott's  plan  of 
the  campaign." 

"General  Scott  accordingly  elaborated  a  plan  of  a  cam- 
paign, whicli  tlie  Administration  has  not  thought  proper  to 
give  to  the  public." 

"  The  correspondence  had  been  garbled,  most  grossly 
garbled." 

Now,  he  (Mr.  H.)  was  prepared  to  say,  from  a 
careful  examination  of  the  correspondence,  and 
from  positive  information  which  he  had  received 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  there  was  not  one 
solitary  letter  called  for  by  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  and  General  Scott  which  had  not  been 
furnished,  except  two  or  three,  which  he  v/ould 
exhibit  here;  and  he  intended  to  show  that  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
had  no  application  whatever  to  these.  He  would 
show,  moreover,  that  there  was  not  one  solitary 
letter  "garbled"  in  the  correspondence  between 
the  Secretary  of  War  and  General  Scott — not  one. 

Although  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
had  charged  that  the  correspondence  had  been 
mutilated  and  garbled  with  a  view  to  screen  the 
Administration  from  the  exposure  which  the  gen- 
tleman pretended  would  grow  out  of  the  publication 
i  of  these  letters,  he  would  read  those  omitted  letters 
to  show  how  much  the  gentletnan  was  mistaken. 
The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  found  that 
I  there  were  four  letters  which  were  not  sent  to  this 
•  House,  and  his  imagination  had  conjured  up  some 
great  frauds,  and  he  had  intimated  that  he  should 
be  able  to  prove  some  great  wrongs  on  the  part  of 
the  Administration  and  Mr.  Marcy.  The  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  had  more  than  intimated 
that,  "  when  this  correspondence  should  be  pub- 
'  lished,  he  should  say  a  few  things  more  about  it, 
'  and  show  the  people  how  shamelessly  it  had  been 
'  garbled  and  mutilated,  with  a  view  to  uphold  the 
'  Administration."  Now,  he  (Mr.  H.)  had  those 
four  letters,  with  which  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  thought  he  slyi)uld  be  able  to  accomplish 
so  much;  and,  to  show  how  unfounded  were  the 
geiuleman's  conjectures,  he  would  read  them. 
Mr.  H.  read  two  short  letters.   One  appeared  to 


be  an  order  to  General  Scott  to  proceed  from  New 
York  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  the  other  was  a  letter  of 
introdiJiction  merely.  Now,  he  asked,  what  was 
there  in  these  letters  to  expose  the  Administra- 
tion .'' 

Mr.  HILLIARD  inquired  if  the  letters  which 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  was  reading  were  part 
of  the  correspondence  for  which  this  House  called 
a  few  days  ago.' 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  it  was  that  part  of  the  cor- 
respondence for  which  it  was  proposed  to  call,  and 
with  v/hich  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
intended  to  criminate  the  Administration. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  desired  to  know  if  these  letters 
were  to  te  found  in  the  published  pamphlet. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  they  were  not;  and  he  w£ia 
going  to  show  that  if  they  were  published,  they 
would  fail  to  sustain  the  gentleman  fronn  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Clingman.] 

Mr.  HILLIARD  inquired  if  the  letters  which 
the  gentleman  read  were  the  originals  or  copies. 

Mr.  HENLEY  replied  that  they  were  copies. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  begged  to  ask  the  gentletnan 
from  Indiana  how  he  obtained  them. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  they  were  furnished  at  his 
request  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  remarked,  they  had  been  fur- 
nished by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  and  yet  they  had  not  been  furnished 
to  this  House,  although  they  had  been  called  for. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  he  had  procured  them,  and 
was  exhibiting  them,  to  show  that  if  they  had 
been  sent  in,  they  would  not  have  sustained  the 
accusations  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  inquired  if  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  would  allow  him  to  put  a  question 
to  him. 

Mr.  HENLEY.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  desired  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  if  he  had  copies  of  the  letters  of  the 
27th  October,  1846,  and  of  the  12th,  16th,  and 
21st  November  of  the  same  year,  all  from  General 
Scott  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  These  were  the 
letters  to  wltich  he  had  referred  in  the  speech  from 
which  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  had  quoted. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  he  had  a  letter  of  the  23d 
of  October. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  said,  that  was  not  the  letter 
to  which  he  had  referred,  and,  that  there  might  be 
no  mistake,  he  would  repeat,  that  he  referred  to 
the  letters  of  the  27th  October,  and  the  12th,  16th, 
and  21st  November,  1846.  These  were  the  letters 
that  he  wanted  to  get  hold  of. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  he  had  what  he  understood 
to  be  the  whole  of  the  correspondence  that  had 
not  been  sent  in  of  that  which  had  been  called  for 
by  the  resolution  of  the  House.  But  he  would 
state  that  there  was  a  letter,  not  written  by  General 
Scott,  but  by  Mr.  Trist,  which  he  understood  had 
been  sent  to  the  Senate  with  the  other  correspond- 
ence, but  which,  if  sent  here  and  published,  would 
criminate  a  citizen  of  Mexico  in  the  eyes  of  his 
own  Government,  and  expose  him  perhaps  to  per- 
secution. Now,  he  would  ask  if  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  desired  to  give  publicity  to 
such  a  letter.' 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  would  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  that  he  had  been  deceived;  he  had 
not  been  furnished  with  all  the  letters  in  existence 
from  General  Scott,  as  he  would  show  at  the  proper 
time.  He  here  solemnly  asseverated  that  there 
were  other  letters,  but  the  department  had  de- 
ceived the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  as  well  as  the 
country. 

Mr.  McLANE  was  understood  to  inquire  when 
General  Scott  received  his  orders  to  proceed  to 
Mexico,  and  the  date  of  his  departure.' 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  was  understood  to  reply  that 
it  was  late  in  the  year  1846,  but  he  did  not  remem- 
ber the  preci.^e  date. 

Mr.  McLANE  said  he  had  no  information,  di- 
rect or  indirect,  on  the  question  in  controversy; 
but  he  hoped  the  House  would  have  a  jiroper  un- 
derstanding in  relation  to  any  documents  charged 
to  have  been  withheld.  The  House  should  recol- 
lect that  the  President  had  been  called  upon  to  fur- 
nish the  correspondence  of  General  Scott  and  the 
Secretary  of  War  while  General  Scott  was  in  Mex- 
ico, but  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolma  now 
complained  that  a  letter  written  by  General  Scott 
on  the  27ih  of  October  liad  not  been  furnished. 
Now, General  Scott  only  received  his  order  to  pro- 
ceed to  Mexico  on  the  23d  of  November,  and  he 
eailod  on  the  25th  of  the  same  month;  the  letters 
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to  which  the  gentleman   from  North  Carolina  re- 
ferretl  were,  therefore,  necessarily  not  included  in 

the  call.  .     .     ,       .  ,    ,  .    . 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN  desired,  with  the  permission 
of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Henley,] 
on  whose  time  he  knew  he  was  encroaching,  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  itself,  from  which 
that  gentleman  would  see  that  the  President  was 
not  confined  to  letters  written  by  General  Scott 
after  he  was  put  in  actual  command  of  the  army 
in  chief.  The  terms  of  the  resolution  wore,  "  copies 
'  of  all  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of 
'  War  and  Major  General  Scott,  and  between  the 
'  Secretary  of  War  and  Major  General  Taylor,  and 
'  between  Major  General  Scott  and  N.  P.  Trist, 
'  late  Commi.ssioner  of  the  United  States  to  Mex- 
'  ico,  and  between  the  latter  and  the  Secretary  of 
'  State,  which  has  not  heretorore  been  published, 
'  and  the  publication  of  which  may  not  be  incom- 
'  patible  with  the  public  interest."  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland  would  see,  therefore,  that  it  inclu- 
ded the  letters  to  which  he  (Mr.  Clingman)  had 
referred,  and  of  the  non-production  of  which  he 
had  been  complaining.  He  would  not  now  detain 
the  House,  nor  consume  more  of  the  time  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Henl'et,]  but  if  he 
could  get  the  floor  after  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana, he  would  submit  some  remarks  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  McLANE  made  some  remark,  which  was 
inaudible  at  the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  replied,  that  if  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  would  read  the  resolution,  he  would 
Bee  that  it  did  necessarily  embrace  the  despatches 
whose  dates  he  had  given. 

Mr.  HENLEY  resumed.  The  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  some  days  since  made  a  speech  of 
an  hour's  length  on  this  subject;  he  had  now  con- 
Bumed  a  portion  of  his  (Mr.  H.'s)  hour,  and  he 
promised  to  occupy  another  hour  as  soon  as  he  got 
the  opportunity,  m  reply  to  him,  (Mr.  FIenley.) 
Well,  to  all  this  he  had  no  objection.  He  now  re- 
peated that  the  whole  of  the  correspondence,  every 
word  of  every  letter,  that  had  been  called  for  by 
the  House  of  Representatives,  between  Major  Gen- 
erals Scott  and  Taylor  and  the  Department  had 
been  furnished,  wilJi  the  exception  of  some  few 
letters  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  subject. 
Those  letters  he  had  before  him,  and  they  were 
open  to  the  inspection  of  any  gentleman  who  de- 
sired to  see  them;  and  when  they  were  read,  it 
would  be  seen  that  the  charges  and  accusations  of 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  were  utterly 
and  entirely  unfounded.  He  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  at  the 
time  he  made  them,  did  not  believe  he  had  some 
ground  of  accusation;  but  when  the  whole  subject 
was  examined,  it  would  be  found  that  he  had 
none. 

But  to  proceed.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  war 
had  been  badly,  negligently  managed  by  the  Ad- 
ministration. In  the  course  of  his  sweeping  charges 
against  the  Administration,  he  said: 

"  This  .'Vdniiiiistralion  had  been  crossly  negli!;ent  in  not 
furnishing  our  othcers  with  wliat  it  had  undertaken  to  fiir- 
nisli."  »  ♦  *  <:  And  General  Seott  found  in  tlie  month 
of  April  that  he  could  not  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico  for 
want  of  horsed,  wagons,  and  oilier  means  of  transporta- 
tion." 

Now,  he  (Mr.  H.)  did  not  propose  to  an.swer 
these  charge.^;  General  Scott  sliould  answer  them 
himself.  General  Scott,  in  hin  letter  of  the  date  of 
January  .3, 1847,  written  from  Camaigo,  thus  writes 
to  General  Taylur: 

"  I  helii've  my  arramjemcnts  of  every  sort  to  be  complete, 
except  that  cvcrytliing  depends  upon  my  drawing  from  your 
coMimand  nbo:it  five  tli'ousnnd  regulars  and  llmusand 

volunteers.  With  these  forces,  and  adding  three  or  five 
regiments  of  now  volunteers,  (foot,)  Providence  may  defeat 
me,  but  I  do  not  believe  the  Mexicans  can."— A'x.  Doc.  No. 
55,  p.  40. 

In  the  opinion  of  General  Scott,  then,  Providence 
alone  could  defeat  him,  so  perfect  were  all  his  ar- 
rangemcnis. 

On  the  !)ih  of  .Taniiary,  1847,  Major  General  W. 
O.  Butler,  in  a  letter  to  Genci'al  Scott,  dated  at 
Saltillo,  amongst  otiicr  things,  say.^,  (and  the  ex- 
tract would  be  found  on  page  48:) 

«  Tilt;  troops,  to:;.;ibirr  with  fliosc  under  General  Taylor's 
immediate  command,  alter  deducting  the  escort  for  himself 
Olid  a  garrison  lor  I'ainpico,  will  fully  comply  with  your  rc- 
quinitiun  for  regul.nrs,  whilst  the  diviidnn  of  Major  General 
Patterson  will,  it  is  brjieved,  supply  the  ninnber  of  volun- 
teei-,  both  liorso  and  foot.  I  should  stale  also  that  Rlanch- 
Bfd'j  company  of  l,ouisian>  volunteers,  iicting  with  the  .'iih 


infantry,  and  a  company  of  Kentucky  foot,  with  the  6lh 
infantry,  march  with  General  Worth.  If  a  funhcr  num- 
ber be  necessarv,  wliich  it  is  believe;;  "ill  not,  either  the 
regiment  of  Colonel  Curtis  or  Colonel  Drake,  at  Camargo, 
could  receive  your  orders  in  lime  for  the  movement  by 
water." 

Again,  on  page  52,  General  Taylor,  in  a  letter 
dated  at  his  camp  near  Victoria,  January  15, 1847, 
says  to  Lieutenant  H.  L.  Scott,  A.  D.  C,  orchief 
of  the  staff  at  Major  General  Scott's  headquarters, 
Brazos  Island: 

"As  I  presume  that  General  Butler,  tmder  his  instructions, 
has  ordered  the  batteries  of  General  Worth's  command  to 
march  with  it  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  as  I  infer  from 
those  same  instructions  that  not  more  than  two  batteries  are 
required  by  Major  General  Scott,  I  have  directed  the  return 
to  Monterey  of  Captain  Bragg's  and  Slierman's.  If  I  have 
mistaken  his  wishes  in  tliis  matter  I  beg  to  \ra  advised  with- 
out delay,  as  the  batteries  may  still  join  him  in  time. 

"To  the  troops,  regular  and  volunteer,  marching  hence  on 
Tampico  may  l)e  added  perhaps  tliree  hundred  artillery  of 
Colonel  Gates's  battalion,  and  llie  Alabama  regiment,  about 
five  hundred  strong.  The  Terjnesfce  horse  will  more  than 
fill  General  Scott's  requisition  for  volunteer  cavalry." 

Thus,  then,  it  was  seen  that  Generals  Scott, 
Taylor,  and  Butler,  all  concurred  in  the  fact  that 
all  the  requisitions  had  been  complied  with.  Of 
the  disposition  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  facili- 
tate General  Scott's  movements  he  had  evidence  in 
this  correspondence.  On  page  63  would  be  found 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  General  Scott, 
dated  February  15,  1847,  from  which  he  would 
read  the  following  extract: 

"The  severar  regiments  of  volunteers  called  out  after 
you  left  Washington  were  organized  with  as  much  despatch 
as  was  expected ;  nearly  all  have  left  for  the  seat  of  war, 
and  we  are  advised  of  the  arrival  of  several  of  them  ofi'  the 
Brazos. 

"  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  the  bill  for  raising  ten 
regiments  to  serve  lor  the  war  has  at  length  become  a  law. 
Had  tliis  authority  been  given,  as  I  hoped  and  expected  it 
would,  within  the  first  two  weeks  of  the  session,  I  am  quite 
confident  that  we  should  now  have  had  several  thousands  of 
these  troops  on  their  way  to  Mexico." 

Again,  on  page  64,  he  says,  in  the  same  letter: 
"  Vour  expedition  is  a  niatter  of  deep  anxiety  to  all,  and 
certainly  to  none  more  than  myself.  Every  possible  effort, 
so  far  as  I  know,  has  been  made  in  each  branch  of  this  de- 
partment to  carry  outfully  and  promptly  all  the  arrangements 
which  devolved  upon  it,  in  the  way  of  preparation  and  out- 
fit." 

It  was  not  necessary  to  remind  the  House  why 
the  ten  regiments  to  which  the  Secretary  refers 
were  not  sooner  furnished  ;  for  the  facts  were 
known  to  the  country. 

On  the  subject  of  transportation  and  supplies, 
General  Scott  thus  expressed  his  satisfaction  in  a 
letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated  "  Headquar- 
ters of  the  Army,  Brazos  Santiago,  January  26, 
1847.     He  read  from  page  55: 

"  The  Quartermaster  General  (Brevet  Major  Gen.  Jesup) 
at  New  Orleans  has,  I  find,  taken  all  proper  measures,  with 
judgment  and  promptitude,  to  provide  everything  depending 
on  his  department  for  the  despatch  and  success  of  my  expe- 
dition." 

General  Scott  then  made  a  requisition  on  Gen- 
eral Taylor,  with  which  he  said  his  arrangements 
were  complete,  and  that  requisition,  it  appeared, 
was  satisfactorily  complied  with.  General  Jesup, 
Geneial  Scott  himself  admitted,  had  fully  d  ischarged 
his  duty.  Everything  which  it  was  in  the  power 
of  the  Administration  to  do  had  been  done.  It  was 
true,  that  General  Scott  expressed  some  dissatis- 
faction respecting  the  non-arrival  of  some  supplies, 
not  being  then  aware  of  the  causes  of  ihe  delay  in 
their  transit  across  the  Gulf;  but  he  (Mr.  H.)  did 
not  suppose  it  would  here  be  made  a  grave  accusa- 
tion that  the  Administration  did  not  allay  the  storm 
and  bid  the  angry  waves  be  still.  A  thorough 
examination  of  these  documents,  however,  satis- 
factorily showed  that  the  Administration  had  done 
everything  that  it  was  in  its  power  to  do. 

There  was  one  extract  more  to  which  he  would 
call  the  attention  of  the  House,  as  it  had  a  direct 
reference  to  this  subject.  The  Administration, 
after  being  charged  with  not  furnishing  General 
Scott  with  a  sufficient  number  of  soldiers,  was 
accused  of  having  withdrawn  Gcneial  Taylor's 
forces,  and  leaving  him  exposed  to  the  Mexican 
army  under  General  Santa  Anna.  On  this  subject, 
the  gentlemen  opposite  were  as  much  in  error  as 
on  some  others — for  instance,  the  movement  on  the 
Rio  Grande,  which  was  made  on  the  recommenda- 
tion of  General  Taylor.  Whether  this  withdrawal 
of  his  troops  was  done  in  conformity  with  General 
Taylor's  views,  would  be  seen  from  the  following 
extract  from  a  letter  to  Genera!  Scott,  dated  at  his 
camp,  near  Victoria,  January  15,  1847: 

"  I  deeply  reyret  to  find  in  your  lettrtrs  of  January  .'),  to 
Major  General  Butler  nnd  myself,  an  ojlusionto  my|)o.silion 


here,  which  I  can  but  consider  an  insinuation  that  I  have  put 
myself  willingly  out  of  the  reach  of  your  comnnuiic.itions. 
I  brg  leave  to  remark  that  the  movement  of  the  troops  in  this 
direction,  and  my  own  inarch  hither,  were  undertaken  for 
puWic  reasons,  freely  set  fortii  in  my  reports  to  the  Adjutant 
General — one  of  them  being  my  desire  to  place  in  position, 
for  embarkation  to  Vera  Criiz,  should  the  Government  order 
an  expedition  to  that  point,  the  force  (two  thousand  letrulars 
and  two  thousand  volmiteers)  which  1  reported  might  be 
spared  for  that  service." 

This  was  from  a  letter  written  by  General 
Taylor  to  General  Scott  after  he  had  received  the 
requisition  for  troops.  He  had  written  to  the  De- 
partment of  War  to  say  that  he  could  spare  certain 
troops  of  his  command  if  it  was  thought  proper  to 
call  for  them,  and  he  had  moved  to  Victoria  to  be 
ready  to  comply  with  such  a  call. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  rose  and  asked  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  to  read  the  whole  of  that  letter  from 
wliich  he  quoted.  At  least  he  should  read  the  fol- 
lowing passage: 

"I  cannot  misitnderstand  the  object  of  the  arrangements 
indicated  in  your  letters.  I  feel  that  I  have  lost  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Government,  or  it  would  not  have  sufTered  me 
to  remain  up  to  this  time  ignorant  of  its  intentions,  with  so 
vitally  afTecling  interests  committed  to  my  charge.  But,  liow- 
cvcr  much  I  may  feci  personally  mortified  and  outraged  at  the 
course  pursued,  unprecedented  at  least  in  our  own  history, 
I  will  carry  out  in  good  liiitli,  while  1  remain  in  Mexico,  the 
views  of  the  Government,  though  I  may  be  nacrificcd  in  the 
effort." 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  he  did  not  wish  to  involve 
General  Taylor  in  inconsistency. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  asked  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana to  explain  his  own  inconsistency  in  attempt- 
ing to  palm  off  a  statement  that  General  Taylor  waa 
satisfied  with  the  withdrawal  of  his  troops. 

Mr.  HENLEY  denied  that  he  had  attempted  to 
palm  off  anything  for  which  he  had  not  the  record 
to  refer  to  as  his  justification.  He  was  simply 
showing  what  General  Taylor  had  done  from  Gen- 
eral Taylor's  own  letters. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  asked  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  to  yield  the  floor  for  a  few  moments. 

Mr.  HENLEY  assented. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  said,  that  with  the  per- 
mission of  his  friend  from  Indiana,  he  would  take 
the  liberty  to  read  a  letter  published  in  the  "Union" 
of  this  morning,  conveying  what  purported  to  be 
the  substance  of  a  conversation  between  General 
Taylor  and  a  highly  respectable  gentleman  at  the 
residence  of  the  General  at  Baton  Rouge.  The 
conversation  was  very  important,  as  purporting, 
upon  the  highest  authority,  to  afford  the  authority 
of  General  Taylor  upon  several  points  in  contest  in 
this  debate,  and  between  the  two  great  political 
parties  of  the  country.     The  letter  was  as  t'ollows: 

"  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you,  and  giving  yon,  at 
the  same  time,  some  few  facts  relative  to  General  Taylor's 
position  before  the  American  people  as  it  regards  the  Presi- 
dency. In  a  conversation  with  Dr.  Baden,  (a  gentleman  in 
whom  the  utmost  confidence  can  be  placed,)  he  told  me 
that  he  called  on  the  old  General  at  his  residence  at  Baton 
Kouge,  and  spent  some  three  hours  in  his  company.  Like 
all  olhers  who  describe  him,  he  says  that  he  is  a  man  of 
sense ;  open,  frank,  and  free  in  his  manners;  ever  ready  to 
give  or  receive  any  information  that  may  be  of  use.  He 
states  that  he  is  willing  to  be  the  President  of  ihe  jicople, 
not  of  a  party;  that  if  the  Democrats  nominate  him  he  will 
run,  provided  they  ask  no  pledges  for  his  future  course  ;  or, 
if  the  Whigs  nominate  him,  he  will  run  on  the  same  prin- 
ciples, and  no  others.  Again,  should  a  third  party  bring 
him  out,  he  will  still  be  a  candidate,  if  they  appear  to  have 
the  majorty.  He  is  in  favor  of  the  present  tarirt,  and  op- 
posed to  a  national  bank.  He  thinks  that  the  President  was 
not  to  blame  about  the  war;  that  he  (General  Taylor)  was 
the  cause  of  the  moving  of  thrf  army  on  the  frontier ;  and 
gave  as  his  reasons  that  a  large  force  was  collected  at  Mat- 
amoros,  and,  unless  there  was  an  opposing  force  in  the 
neighborhood,  that  the  Mexicans  might  cross  over  and  com- 
mit any  amount  of  depredations  without  his  being  able  to 
arrest  their  progress  in  time  to  save  the  inhabitants.  He 
says  that  was  not  the  cause  of  the  war,  but  the  annexation, 
He  was  asked,  '  If  you  should  he  elected  President,  of  which 
party  would  you  fill  your  cabinet ."  His  answer  was,  -I 
would  seek  out  the  best  men  of  the  country,  and  select  them 
without  regard  to  party.'  " 

Mr.  McC.  continued.  Now,  if  this  letter  be  un- 
true, let  it  be  proved  to  be  so.  It  appeared  to  be 
addressed  toamemberof  Congress, and  to  be  vouch- 
ed for  upon  thehighestand  most  respectable  author- 
ity; it  was  incumbent,  therefore,  upon  those  who 
should  question  it  to  prove  it  to  be  untrue.  It  was 
not  enough  for  those  who  knew  nothing  about  I  he 
letter  to  contradict  it.  The  letter  was  highly  im- 
portant, as  purporting  to  afford  the  authority  of 
General  Taylor,  not  only  in  favor  of  the  present 
revenue  tariff  and  against  a  national  bank,  but  also 
in  justification  of  the  removal  of  the  army  from 
Corpus  Christi  to  the  Rio  Grande.  It  appeared 
that  he  (General  Taylor)  suggested,  was  in  fact 
the  cause,  of  the  rtmovnl  of  Ihe  army  on  to  the  fronUer; 
that  it  was  not  that  that  caused  the  war,  but  annex- 
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Mion.  Thus,  on  the  authority  of  General  Taylor, 
accoVding  to  this  letter,  the  oft-repeated  charge  tliat 
the  President  provoked  the  war  by  ordering  the 
army  to  the  Rio  Grande,  is  disproved.  Thus  it  is 
shown  that  the  march  to  the  Rio  Grande  was  a 
wise  and  necessary  measure.  Will  the  Whig 
party  impeach  General  Taylor's  authority? 

Mr.  EMBREE  desired  the  gentlemen  from  Illi- 
nois to  tell  them  who  it  was  that  wroie  that  letter, 
and  whether  there  was  any  signature  at  all  to  it.' 

Mr.  HENLEY,  without  waiting  for  a  reply  to 
Mr.  Embree's  question,  proceeded  to  say  that  he 
bad  shown  from  the  correspondence  that  the  Ad- 
ministration was  not  olipoxious  to  the  charges 
.  which  had  been  made  against  it.  It  had  not  with- 
held forces.  On  the  contrary,,  it  had  promptly 
facilitated  all  General  Scott's  movements,  and  was 
not  even  chargeable  with  having  committed  a  blun- 
der. To  this  Generals  Scott  and  Taylor  bear 
witness,  and,  so  far  as  he  knew,  it  could  be  attested 
by  all  the  officers  of  the  line.  Gen.  Scott,  writing 
to  General  Butler  from  Camargo,  January  3, 1847, 
says : 

"  Two  tliousand  regul^irs  and  five  of  volunteers,  I  sup- 
pose— tlie  whole  stantliiis  on  the  defensive — to  be  necessary 
to  hold  Monterey,  Cerralvo,  Camargo,  Reynosa,  Matamoros, 
Point  Isabel,  the  Brazos,  tlie  mouth  of  the  Kio  Grande,  and 
Tampico.  I  do  not  enumerate  Sultillo  and  Victoria,  be- 
cause I  suppose  they  may  be  abandoned  or  held,  without 
hurting  orimproving  the  line  of  defence  I  have  indicated." 

In  a  letter  on  page  54,  General  Scott,  writing  to 
General  Taylor,  under  date  of  January  26,  1847, 
from  Brazos  Santiago,  says: 

"  I  hope  I  have  left,  or  shall  leave  you,  including  the  new 
volunteers  who  will  soon  be  up,  a  competent  force  to  defend 
the  head  of  your  line  (Monterey)  and  its  communications 
with  the  depflts  in  the  neighborhood.  To  enable  you  to  do 
tills  more  certainly,  I  must  ask  you  to  abandon  Saltillo,  and 
to  make  no  detachments,  except  for  reconnaissances  and  im- 
mediate defence,  much  beyond  Monterey.  I  know  this  to 
bethe  wishof  the  Government,  founded  on  reasons  in  which 
1  concur;  among  them,  that  tlie  enemy  intends  to  operate 
against  small  detachments  and  posts." 

All  this  was  consistent  with  the  views  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  with  whose  reasons  General 
Scott  says  he  concurred.  The  Secretary  of  War 
uses  this  language  to  General  Scott,  in  a  letter 
of  the  date  of  January  4, 1847— (pp.  61  and  62:) 

"It  was  expected  that  General  Taylor  would  have  deemed 
it  expedient  to  order  the  force  under  General  Wool  to  join 
him  at  Monterey,  and  not  to  extend  his  line  to  Saltillo,  with 
a  view  to  hold  permanent  possession  of  it.     *        *        * 

"  As  a  considerable  part  of  the  forces  under  General  Tay- 
lor may  be  withdrawn  for  the  expedition  you  are  to  conduct 
against  Vera  Cruz,  it  is  urged  that  great  caution  should  be 
observed  in  regard  to  the  safety  of  those  which  may  be  left 
on  the  present  line  of  operations." 

Thus  it  appeared  that  General  Scott  enumerated 
.  the  amount  of  force  that  would  be  necessary  to  de- 
fend General  Taylor's  line^  He  said  that  General 
Taylor  could  spare  the  forces  which  he  called  for, 
and  he  told  General  Taylor  to  make  Monterey  the 
head  of  his  line,  and  that  if  he  went  much  beyond 
that  he  might  endanger  his  army.  He  (Mr.  H.) 
did  not  propose  to  investigate  the  reasons  which 
induced  General  Taylor,  after  he  had  been  directed 
by  General  Scott  not  to  advance  beyond  Monterey, 
to  advance  beyond  that  point.  His  reasons  were 
doubtless  satisfactory  to  himself.  It  might  be  that 
his  reasons  were  contained  in  another  letter,  which 
would  be  fotind  on  page  66,  written  by  General 
ficott  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  from  Brazos  San- 
tiago, on  the  4th  of  February,  1847,  in  which  he 
said: 

■  "  It  is  now  believed,  on  the  authority  of  a  letter  not  offi- 
cial, that  my  despatches  to  the  same  generals,  (of  the  3d 
ultimo,)  being  sent  oft' by  the  latter  at  Saltillo  to  the  former, 
then  marching  towards  Victoria,  by  Second  Lieutenant 
Riehey,  filth  infantry,  and  ten  mounted  men,  were  met  by 
a  parly  of  the  enemy  about  the  11th  ultimo,  and  the  detach- 
ment all  captured  or  killed.  IlLieutenant  Riehey  (reported 
as  being  slain)  had  not  time  to  destroy  the  despatches  about 
his  person,  (which  is  highly  improbable,)  General  Santa 
Anna,  at  San  Luis  Potosi,  had  them,  no  doubt,  in  four  days 
after  their  capture.  It  is,  consequently,  more  than  possi- 
ble that  before  this  time  the  greater  |)art  of  the  Mexican 
army  lately  assembled  at  San  Luis  Potosi  has  reached  Vera 
Cruz  or  Its  vicinity.  Major  General  Taylor's  n)ind  has,  no 
doubt,  ere  this,  arrived  at  the  same  conclusion  ;  and  I  shall 
write  to  suggest  to  him,  at  his  own  discretion,  the  advan- 
tage of  niancBuvring  offensively  in  the  direction  of  San  Luis 
Potosi,  after  being  parlially  reinforced  with  some  of  the  new 
regiments  of  volunteers.  The  suggestion  would  be  unno- 
tessary  but  for  the  intimations  he  has  received  to  stand  on 
the  defensive." 

He  (Mr.  H.)  would  not  condemn  the  movement 
beyond  Monterey,  but  he  stated  the  fact  that  the 
country  might  judge  for  itself  who  ordered  Gen- 
eral Taylor  to  advance  with  an  insufficient  force. 

Mr.  H.  said  there  were  various  declarations  of 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Ci.inc- 
man]  to  which  he  had  intended  calling  the  atten- 


tion of  the  House,  but,  he  would  at  this  time  notice 
but  one  of  them,  and  this  he  would  say  (with  all 
due  deference  to  the  gentleman)  showed  the  ex- 
tremely loose  manner  in  which  charges  were  got- 
ten up  against  the  Administration.  In  times  of 
high  party  excitement  it  was  well  known  that  even 
gentlemen  otherwise  of  truth  and  candor  would, 
both  on  the  stump,  in  their  own  districts,  as  well 
as  on  the  floors  of  legislative  assemblies,  make 
declarations  which,  on  the  slightest  examination, 
turned  out  to  be  wholly  unfounded.  He  did  not 
mean  to  say  that  such  a  practice  was  indicative  of 
a  recklessness  as  to  the  demands  of  truth  and  mor- 
als. As  an  instance  in  point,  to  show  the  truth  of 
what  he  had  said,  he  would  read  from  the  speech 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  an  assertion 
meant,  it  would  seem,  to  go  to  the  country  as  a 
grave  statement  of  fact,  while  it  was  in  truth  a 
piece  of  empty  declamation,  such  as  could  impose 
upon  no  schoolboy  in  the  country,  and  which  the 
gentleman  probably  threw  out  in  the  expectation 
that  it  would  never  be  answered.  Mr.  H.  here 
quoted  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  Clingman  the  fol- 
lowing: 

"  Thus,  at  the  close  of  the  most  brilliant  campaign  in  the 
national  annals,  this  brave  and  accomplished  leader  (Scott). 
found  himself  suspended  from  command.  In  less  than  six 
months  he  had  taken  Vera  Cruz,  with  its  impregnable  cas- 
tle ;  he  had  marched  four  hundred  miles  into  the  heart  of  a 
country  the  most  difficult  by  reason  of  its  physical  features, 
armed  and  prepared  to  resist  him  at  every  step,  with  a  force 
of  less  than  ton  thousand  men.  With  this  little  band  he 
had  put  to  routthirty  thousand  men  of  the  enemy,  intrenched 
in  positions  the  strongest  by  nature  and  art,  skillfully  turning 
them  in  every  instance  ;  and  had  stormed  and  taken  a  walled 
city  of  two  hundred  thousand  inhabitants,  utterly  annihila- 
ting the  army  opposed  to  him,  and  capturing  in  his  march 
seven  hundred  pieces  of  cannon." 

Now,  could  any  man  living  conjecture  what 
followed .'  Could  any  man,  who  had  not  read  or 
heard  the  speech,  believe  that  this  brilliant  account 
of  General  Scott's  victories  would  be  followed  by 
an  assertion  like  this:  "And  for  this  he  has  been 
suspended!" 

Mr.  H.  admitted,  fully,  the  whole  statement  of 
the  glory  of  General  Scott's  achievements;  he  was 
ready  to  admit  that  the  victories  he  had  won  against 
superior  numbers  and  advantages  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy  surpassed  all  history,  as  far  as  they 
probably  exceeded  all  his  own  expectations  and 
the  expectations  of  the  whole  country.  They 
were  certainly  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  gloomy 
predictions  of  the  gentleman  himself  and  his  polit- 
ical friends.  All  this  he  freely  admitted.  But, 
after  dwelling  with  just  exultation  on  the  exploits 
of  his  hero,  the  gentleman  concluded  with  the  dec- 
laration, "  For  this  he  has  been  suspended  from 
command." 

Mr.  H.  would  ask  his  friend  from  North  Caro- 
lina to  say,  in  all  candor  and  sincerity,  whether  he 
really  thought  there  was  a  schoolboy  in  this  wide 
Union  that  would  believe  this?  The  Administra- 
tion were  accused  by  gentlemen  on  that  side  the 
House  with  being  the  authors  of  the  war.  Well, 
if  they  were,  they  had  selected  in  this  city  of 
Washington  a  general  to  take  the  command  of  it, 
and  had  sent  him  into  Mexico — for  what?  To  be 
defeated?  To  let  his  army  be  massacred  ?  That 
was  obviously  the  gentleman's  innuendo;  for  he 
asserted,  that  because  he  had  not  been  defeated, 
but  had  achieved  a  glorious  triumph,  he  was  sus- 
pended from  command.  The  Administration  were 
doubtless  held  responsible  for  the  success  of  the 
war;  the  gentleman  admitted  that  its  success  had 
been  complete;  he  admitted  that  it  covered  the  na- 
tion with  glory;  but  then  he  averred,  what  was 
certainly  very  remarkable,  that,  bright  as  was  the 
glory  of  its  success,  not  one  particle  of  that  glory 
belonged  to  the  Administration;  none  of  it  per- 
tained to  the  President;  none  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment; but  all  to  the  Whig  generals.  The  gentle- 
man would  not  admit  one  ray  of  it  to  fall  on  the 
head  of  one  Democratic  general,  if,  peradventure, 
there  might  be  a  Democrat  in  command  in  any  one 
corps  of  the  army.  Such  were  the  declarations  of 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  stripped  of  the 
slender  veil  of  sophistry  which  covered  them,  and 
there  was  not  much  even  of  that.  Of  those  in  the 
field,  none  must  have  a  particle  of  credit  but  the 
Whigs,  because  the  generals  were  all  Whigs;  and 
it  was  the  same  with  the  Whigs  in  that  House 
who  staid  at  home,  because  it  was  they  that  voted 
all  the  supplies.  The  Whigs  must  be  glorified  at 
any  rate;  not  for  opposing  the  war,  as  most  of 
them  had  done,  both  in  and  out  of  the  House,  but 
for  furnishing  the  supplies  which  carried  on  the 


war.  True  it  was  that  the  Whi^s  had  carried  on 
a  war  during  the  whole  session;  but  it  was  a  war 
against  the  Administration,  and  that  was  a  war 
which  they  never  would  bring  to  an  honorable  ter- 
mination.    No,  that  was  a  thing  not  to  be  done. 

But  Mr.  H.  would  not  occupy  any  more  time  on 
that  point.  He  would  now  refer  to  a  passage  in 
this  correspondence  which  showed  that  General 
Scott  called  for  from  eight  to  ten  thousand  men  to 
strengthen  his  force  in  the  attack  on  Vera  Cruz; 
and  to  another  which  would  show  that  this  force 
which  he  had  demanded  was  furnished  to  him  by 
the  Government.  Writing  from  Vera  Cruz  on  the 
5th  of  April,  General  Scott  said: 

"  With  eight  or  ten  thousand  recruits,  he  would  be  able  to 
take  the  city  during  the  summer,  if  not  earlier  stopped  by  a 
treaty  of  peace,  or  sucii  terms  for  an  armistice  as  would  se- 
cure one." 

By  the  report  of  the  Adjutant  General,  dated 
March  3,  1847,  it  would  be  seen  that  not  less  than 
eight  thousand  troops  were  ordered  to  General 
Scott's  line.  Shortly  after,  other  troops  were  or- 
dered to  that  line,  making  up  the  full  complement 
asked  for  by  General  Scott. 

General  Scott  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  these 
reinforcements,  but  did  not  take  back  any  of  the 
ill-natured  remarks  he  had  made,  and  which,  prob- 
ably, he  now  regretted.  The  gentleman,  in  one 
part  of  his  speech,  alluded  to  a  purpose  of  the  Ad- 
ministration to  supersede  General  Taylor  in  his 
command  upon  the  Rio  Grande.  The  same  thing 
had  often  been  repeated  in  debate.  Mr.  H.  would 
let  General  Scott  himself  reply.  Mr.  H.  had  al- 
ready shown  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops 
from  his  command  at  Monterey  had  General  Tay- 
lor's own  approbation.  He  would  now  show  from 
the  book  that  there  had  never  been  any  such  pur- 
pose cherished  by  the  Administration: 

"  I  could  not  propose  to  do  this  (take  you  with  me  in  my 
command)  for  two  reasons,  either  of  which  was  conclusive 
with  me  at  the  moment — first,  I  thouglst  you  -would  be  h.'ft 
in  a  higher  and  more  responsible  position  where  you  are  ; 
■And,  second,  I  knew  it  was  not  contemplated  hy  the  Govern- 
ment to  supersede  you,  or  take  you  from  ttiat  immediate  com- 
mand." 

General  Taylor,  on  the  15th  January,  at  Vic- 
toria, wrote  to  General  Scott: 

"  I  beg  leave  to  remark  that  the  movement  of  the  troops 
in  this  direction  and  my  own  march  hither  were  undertaken 
for  public  reasons,  freely  set  forth  in  my  reports  to  the  Ad- 
jutant General,  one  of  them  lieing  my  desire  to  place  in  a 
position  for  embarkation  to  Vera  Cruz,  should  the  Govern- 
ment order  an  expedition  to  that  point,  ilie  force  (two  thou- 
sand regulars  and  two  thousand  volunteers)  which  I  reported 
might  be  spared  for  that  service." 

This  showed  a  perfect  understanding  between 
the  War  Department  and  Generals  Scott  and  Tay- 
lor as  to  the  forces  General  Taylor  could  safely 
spare. 

General  Scott,  writing  to  General  Taylor,  Jan- 
uary 26,  1847,  said: 

"  I  hope  I  have  left  or  shall  leave  you,  including  the  new 
volunteers  who  will  be  up  soon,  a  cnnipetent  force  to  defend 
the  head  of  your  line  (Monterey)  and  its  communications 
with  the  depdts  in  the  neighborhood.  To  enable  you  to  do 
this  more  certainly,  I  must  ask  you  to  abandon  Saltillo  and 
make  no  deiachinents,  except  for  reconnoissances  and  im- 
mediate defence,  much  beyond  Monterey.  ]  know  this  to 
be  Ihe  wish  of  the  Government,  founded  on  reasons  in  which 
I  concur;  among  them,  that  Ihe  enemy  intends  to  operate 
against  small  detachments  and  posts." 

General  Taylor  told  General  Scott,  that  in  with- 
drawing troops  from  Monterey  to  reinforce  the 
expedition  against  Vera  Cruz.,  he  must  leave  him 
force  enough  to  enable  him  to  defend  his  post;  and 
General  Sco^tt  accordingly  left  all  the  force  that 
General  Taylor  required.  This  showed  that  Gen- 
eral Taylor  had  all  the  force  which  was  deemed 
necessary  to  enable  him  to  maintain  his  position 
as  far  up  as  Monterey.  The  Adininistration  ad- 
vised him  to  abandon  Saltillo. 

There  was  one  more  thing  in  the  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  which  Mr.  H. 
must  notice.  The  gentleman  had  brought  this 
charge  against  the  Administration.  He  would  not 
say  that  Mr.  Polk  desired  to  seethe  army  defeated; 
but  he  charged  him  with  a  gross  want  of  foresight. 
And  on  what  did  this  charge  rest?  Why,  the 
President  was  always  expecting  peace  from  one 
battle  to  another.  Whenever  we  gained  a  victory 
Mr.  Polk  thought  that  peace  was  certainly  coming, 
and  then  cease'd  his  reinforcements.  Well,  sup- 
pose it  was  true  that  the  President  did  look  for 
peace  after  each  successive  victory;  who  was  it 
that  led  him  to  that  belief?  The  gentleman,  in 
advancing  this  charge,  had  been  about  as  unfor- 
tunate as  he  had  before  been  about  the  removal  of 
the  army  to  the  Rio  Grande,  or  the  withdrawal  of 


586 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  6, 


the  troops  from  General  Taylor.  Who  led  the 
President  to  expert  peace  after  victory  ?  General 
Scott,  writing;  from  Vera  Cruz,  said: 

«' All  ihp  intellindit,  the  wealthy,  and  the  soher-mindcd 
citizi'iis  Dt'ihecapilalaiid  elsewhere  are  anxious  lor  peace — 
yieliliiia  to  u*  as  the  basis  the  left  hank  of  the  Rio  Grande 
and  Upper  California.  With  American  commissioners  at 
the  headiinnrters  of  this  army,  I  think  it  (luil:^  piohahle  that 
by  our  arrival  at  Pnehia,  if  not  before,  we  .-hould  he  met  by 
Mexican  comniissioners  empowered  to  treat  on  tluil  basis." 

Tiiis  was  on  the  5tli  of  April,  1847.  Here  Gen- 
eral Sc(.t'  told  the  Dep;  rtiTient  he  expected  to  be 
'met  by  commis^'ioners  ready  to  ti'cat  on  the  basis 
of  yieiding:  the  Rio  Grande  as  our  boundary,  and 
givinsj  up  Upper  California  to  the  United  States. 
Yet  the  gentleman  ridiculed  the  treaty  just  ratified 
by  the  Senate  as  a  lai^ie  and  impotent  conclusion 
to  so  great  a  contest.  If  it  was,  who  was  it  that 
led  the  President  to  that  very  conclusion?  Scott 
liad  told  him  that  if  he  would  send  a  commissioner 
they  would  prolialily  ofet  a  treaty  on  the  above 
basis.  The  President  did  send  a  commissioner, 
and  yet  now  the  gentleman  said,  that  if  General 
Scott  had  not  been  "  trammelled  with  a  commis- 
sioner," he  might  have  taken  the  city  and  ended  ' 
the  war  by  a  treaty  long  before.  The  Adminis-  I 
tration  had  adopted  the  very  policy  General  Scott 
had  recommended;  he  advised  the  sending  a  com- 
missioner to  accompany  the  army,  that  thus  we 
might  meet  Mexico  with  the  sword  in  one  hand  j 
and  the  olive  branch  in  the  other.  If  tliere  was  i 
any  error  in  the  course  of  the  Administration  in  : 
this  respect,  it  was  the  error  of  General  Scott. 
But  now  tliat  all  was  over,  the  gentleman  came  out 
very  sagaciously  and  declared  that  the  case  was  so 
plain  that  any  man  with  ordinary  foresight  might 
have  anticipated  atid  provided  for  it.  It  reminded 
Mr.  H.  of  the  old  story  of  the  cow  eating  the 
grindstone.  "  I  told  you  so  long  ago;  you  ought 
to  have  taken  betier  care."  But  he  would  tell 
the  gentleman  what  the  President  did  foresee:  he 
foresaw  that  he  never  would  get  peace  in  Mexico 
till  he  had  conquered  the  opposition  at  home.  And 
they  would  be  conrpjcred.  The  Democracy  were 
able  to  conquer  them,  and  they  would  do  it.  War 
to  the  knife  and  the  knife  to  the  hilt,  till  Mexico 
should  agree  to  a  peace.  This  was  General  Scott's 
doctrine. 

Mr.  H.  said,  in  conclusion,  that  it  was  his  firm 
belief,  and  he  did  not  shrink  from  declaring  it 
here,  that  there  was  not  one  accusation  against  the 
Administration  in  the  gentleman's  whole  speech 
that  was  not  founded  in  error.  The  gentletnan 
had  charged  the  Administration  with  corruption  in 
contracts,  while  it  turned  out  that  his  own  party 
friends  were  as  much  in  fault  ,ts  anybody. 

fllere  Mr.  H.'s  hour  expired.] 

There  were  many  competitors  for  the  floor;  but 

Mr.  VINTON  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day, 
and  moved  that  the  House  go  in'.o  Committee  of 
the  Wh<.le. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  insisted  that  he  had  obtained 
the  floor  and  addressed  the  Chair  before  the  gen- 
licmnn  from  Ohio  rose. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  that  made  no  dilTerence.  He 
had  a  ri^ht  under  the  rules  to  demand  the  orders 
of  tlie  day,  and  he  should  insist  on  that  call. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  entreated  for  a  few  minutes 
to  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  while  he 
remembered  whnt  the  gentleman  had  said;  by  to- 
morrow he  should  have  forgotten  it  all.   [A  laugh.] 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Vinton's  motion 
to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of 
the  Union,  the  House  divided — the  ayes  were  62; 
but  before  the  noes  were  announced,  the  yeas  and 
nnys  were  demanded  and  taken,  and  stood  as  fol- 
lows: Yeas  9.3,  nays  81. 

The  HoMse  aecoidingly  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Cranston,  of  Rhode 
Island,  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  committee  pro- 
ceed to  ihe  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1849.  Agreed 
to. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through — 

Mr.  STRPFIKNS  nnid,  before  the  bill  was  laid 
aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  he  w'ished  to 
submit  a  few  remarks  to  the  commiiiee  upon 
another  subject,  viz:  the  correspondcnee  which 
had  been  .sent  to  the  House  from  the  War  Depart- 
menl,  ill  answer  to  a  resolulion  passed  sf)me  days 
n<ro,  and  upon  which  llie  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Heni.ey]  had  addressed  the  House,  a  few 
monienifl  ago.    He  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 


the  House  and  the  country  to  the  important  f)osi- 
tion  in  which  they  were  placed.  Here  was  a  reso- 
lution of  this  House  calling  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  communicate  all  the  corre- 
spondence which  nnight  have  taken  place  between 
certain  officers  of  this  Government,  which  might 
not  be  considered  detrimental  to  the  public  service 
to  be  made  known;  and  yet  they  had  witnessed 
this  iTiorning  the  singular  exhibition  of  a  gentle- 
man coming  forward  and  reading  to  this  House 
letters  vvdiich,  if  he  (Mr.  S.)  understood  them, 
should  have  been  embraced  in  this  correspondence, 
but  which  had  been  withheld  from  the  House. 
He  asked  this  House  what  was  the  condition  of 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  of  this  country? 
How  was  it  that  that  gentleman,  or  any  other, 
could  get  that  correspondence  which  had  been 
suppressed  from  the  public?  Did  it  not  comport 
with  the  dignity  of  this  House  to  investigate  this 
subject?  The  gentleman  said  that  these  letters, 
which  he  had  read,  and  which  were  not  in  the 
correspondence  communicated  to  this  House,  had 
been  furnished  him,  as  he  (Mr.  S.)  understood  the 
gentleman,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  at  his 
request. 

Mr.  HENLEY  (the  floor  being  yielded  for  ex- 
planation) said  it  had  been  charged  by  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman]  that 
certain  letters  had  been  withheld.  He  did  not 
know  at  the  time  but  the  Secretary  of  War  might 
have  withheld  some  of  the  letters  which  he  thought 
ought  not  to  be  made  public.  He  had  called  upon 
the  Secretary  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  what 
was  the  nature  of  those  letters  which  had  not  been 
furnished,  and  which  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  had  charged  contained  important  matter 
in  some  way  criminating  the  Administration.  Tlie 
Secretary  had  told  him  that  those  letters  would 
have  been  furnished  if  it  had  been  supposed  that 
they  were  called  for;  that  two  of  them  were  letters 
of  recommendation  given  to  gentlemen  going  to 
Mexico — mere  letters  of  introduction;  and  that 
another  was  a  letter  of  General  Scott  to  Mr.  Mar- 
cy,  stating  when  he  would  leave  New  York,  and 
that  his  movements  must  necessarily  be  obscure 
for  a  time.  So  far  as  related  to  the  plan  of  the 
campaign,  that  had  never  been  called  for  by  any 
communication  from  this  House;  and  when  it  was, 
it  would  be  furnished  at  once. 

Mr  STEPHli^NS  remarked  that  he  had  under- 
stood the  gentleman,  in  his  argument,  to  state  that 
these  letters  had  been  furnished  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  that  they  would  show  that  the  com- 
ments of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,- a 
few  days  ago,  were  unfounded. 

Mr.  HENLEY.     So  far  as  the  charge  is  con- 
cerned that  these  lettei's  contained  what  was  calcu- 
lated to  sustain  the  charges  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  against  the  Administration. 
•  Mr  STEPHENS  continued.  And  now  the  gen- 
tleman  came  forward   and  said  the  Secretary  of 
War  had  had  a  private  interview  with  him,  and 
had   furnished   him   the  letters;  and   that  he  (the 
Secretary)  did  not  know  that  any  gentleman  wanted 
them!     He  referred  to  the  terms  of  the  resolution 
under  which  the  call  was  made,  for  "copies  of 
'  all  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of  War 
'  and  Major  General  Scott,  and  between  theSecre- 
'  tary  of  War  and    Major  General  Taylor,  and 
'  between  Major  General  Scott  and  N.  P.  Trist, 
'  late  Commissioner  of  the  United  Slates  to  Mex- 
'  ico,  and  between  the  latter  and  the  Secretary  of 
'  State,  which  has  not  heretofore  been  published, 
'and  tlie  publication  of  which  may  not  be  incom- 
'  patilile  with  the  public  inlercf:t."     And  yet  (said 
he)   here  were  letters  brought  forward   now  by 
private  members  of  the  House  to  exculpate  these 
oflicers  from  charges  which  had  been  made  on  this 
floor,  which  letters  were  not  contained  in  the  doc- 
uments which   had   been  communicated  to  them  ! 
He  asked  ai;ain,did  this  comport  with  the  dignity 
of  the  American  Congress?    They  liad  called  some 
two  or  three  months  since   for  the  instructions  of  I 
the  President  to  Mr.  .John  Slidell.    They  had  been  | 
told  by  the  President  tlitit   he  could  not,  consist-  ! 
ently  with  the  public  interest,  declare  to  the  free-  | 
men  of  this  country — his   masters   and  theirs —  | 
what  they  were;  and  yet,  in  lessthan  three inonths,  i 
we  saw   those  instructions   published   to  the  four  ! 
winds  of  Heaven!     How  they  got  into  the  news- 
papers no  one  could  tell;  but,  after  what  we  have 
seen  to-day,  it  would  not  be  tliflicult  to  i;:uess  that 
it  was  through  the  agency  of  some  friend  of  the 
President.    He  asked  if  it  did  not  become  them  to 


vindicate  the  dignity  of  the  House?  How  Jong 
should  they  be  trifled  wiih  and  defied  in  this  way? 

He  did  not  know  what  other  letters  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  or  the  President,  or  some  of  the  rest 
of  the  tools  of  the  present  Executive,  might  furnish 
to  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the  Housed  to  defend 
them  whenever  a  sense  of  convenience  might 
prompt  them  to  do  it.  Yes,  when  it  had  been  con- 
clusively established  before  the  House  and  the 
country  that  the  order  for  the  advance  of  our  troops 
from  Corpus  Christi  on  the  13th  .January  was 
given  by  the  President  before  Mr.  Slidell's  letter 
could  have  reached  here  giving  the  information  of 
his  final  rejection — when  the  President  was  en- 
deavoring to  bolster  himself  up  by  the  pretence 
that  he  gave  that  order  when  it  was  known  that 
Mr.  Slidell  had  been  rejected — he  said,  when  the 
correspondence  had  been  published,  and  it  had 
been  made  fully  to  appear  that  Mr.  Slidell's  letter 
could  not  have  been  received  here  until  after  that 
order  was  given,  why  then,  lo!  and  beliold!  ano- 
ther trick  similar  to  that  practised  this  morning 
had  been  played  off  on  this  floor.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Pi,hett]  had  come  in 
and  stated  to  the  House  that  he  had  had  a  private 
interview  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  had  seen 
a  communication  which  had  been  received,  with 
an  endorsement  that  it  had  been  received  on  the 
12th  of  .Tanuary,  which  notified  him  that  Mr.  Sli- 
dell had  been,  or  would  be,  rejected.  He  (Mr.  S.) 
wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  and  the 
country  to  the  inquiry,  if  that  was  true,  why  had 
not  the  House  and  the  country  been  furnished 
with  that  important  information? 

Mr.  HENLEY  again  interposed,  and  (Mr.  S. 
giving  way)  wished  to  state  to  the  House,  once 
for  all,  that  this  correspondence  of  which  the  gen- 
tleman was  now  speaking  was  not  considered  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  embraced  in  the  call  of  the 
House;  but  the  charge  having  been  made  that  he 
had  withheld  information  which  would  sustain  the 
charges  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  he 
(Mr.  Henley)  had  called  and  got  these  letters 
which  he  had  this  morning  produced.  It  was  fur- 
ni.shed  him  that  it  might  be  considered  as  having 
been  furnislied  officially,  and  gentlemen,  if  they 
desired,  might  make  the  motion  lo  print  it.  The 
Secretary  of  War  did  not  suppose  it  necessary;  did 
not  even  suppose  it  was  called  for.  There  were 
two  letters  of  introduction,  and  one  marked  "pri- 
vate" from  General  Scott  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
.  Mr.  STEPHENS  said  he  should  greatly  prefer 
that  the  Secretary  should  make  his  own  reports, 
than  that  this  House  should  be  left  to  receive  theni 
in  this  way.  Let  the  Secretary  of  War  or  the 
President  state  to  this  House,  under  the  obliga- 
tions of  their  official  stations,  that  these  letters 
were  there.  What  he  censured  was,  that  they  had 
not  been  furnished  to  the  House  when  they  were 
called  on  to  furnish  all  the  correspondence. 

The  gentleman  said  the  Secretary  of  War  did 
not  consider  them  embraced  in  the  call.  He  (Mr. 
S.)  asked  .why  did  he  not?  Did  not  the  House 
call  for  all?  Did  they  call  for  garbled  correspond- 
ence? How,  then,  could  he  have  withheld  it? 
There  was  but  one  reason  which  could  have  justi- 
fied him — that  it  was  incompatible  with  the  public 
interests  to  be  communicated.  He  wished  to  Icnow 
how  it  was  compatible  with  the  public  interests  to 
communicate  it  to  a  gentleman  privately,  to  come 
in  and  make  the  announcement  of  it  to  the  coun- 
try, when  it  had  been  suppressed  at  the  call  of  the 
House?  If  it  was  incompatible  with  the  pulilic  in- 
terests to  answer  their  call,  how  was  it  compatible 
with  the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  a  private  inter- 
view with  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  and  autho- 
rize him  to  come  in  and  read  these  letters,  for  the 
purpose  of  defending  that  functionary  and  the 
President?  and  this  in  garbled  portions,  perhaps; 
for  he  could  only  judge  of  the  gentleman's  reading 
of  these  letters  from  the  manner  in  which  he  had 
read  the  letters  from  General  Taylor,  to  refer  lo 
which  was  the  main  purpose  for  which  he  had 
risen,  and  to  show  to  the  House  the  manner  in 
which  he  had  garbled  the  letter  of  General  Taylor 
for  the  purpose  of  producing  the  impression  that 
General  Taylor  was  not  only  willing,  but  had  ac- 
tually given  the  advice  for  the  withdrawal  of  his 
(General  T.'s)  troops  to  Geiwi""'  Scott's  line  in  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  done;  in  other  words,  that 
General  Taylor  approved  of  the  withdrawal  of  his 
forces  to  General  Scott's  column,  and  that  llie  de- 
partment was  in  that  but  acting  according  to  his 
wishes.    That  was  the  impression  the  gentleman 
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had  endeavored  to  make  upon  the  country,  and  he 
supposed  upon  this  House. 

Wow  he  (Mr.  S.)  wi.shed  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  FIou.se  to  the  whole  of  the  letter  of  General 
Taylor  of  the  15th  January,  of  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  had  only  given  a  portion,  be- 
cause it  would  show  that  while  General  Taylor 
was  willing  to  part  with  a  portion  of  his  forces  to 
strengthen  the  column  of  General  Scott,  he  had 
never  dreamed  of  being  so  entirely  stripped  as  he 
was.  It  would  show  al.so  that  General  Taylor  vi^as 
left  there  in  a  defenceless  position  without  ever 
being  notified  by  the  department  of  such  an  inten- 
tion. But  to  the  whole  letter  he  asked  attention — 
to  the  whole  of  it;  he  should  give  no  garbled  ex- 
tract : 

Headquarters  Army  op  Occppation,      ) 
Camp  near  Victoria,  Mexico,  January  15,  1847.  ] 

Sir:  In  a  comnmnioation  addressed  tliis  day  to  your  slafF 
officer,  I  have  replied  to  so  much  of  your  letter  of  the  6ili 
instant  and  it5  enclosuros  as  r(;lates  to  points  of  dolail ;  but 
tliere  arc  other  and  crave  topics  enihraced  in  those  conunu- 
nications  to  which  I  deem  it  my  right  and  my  duty  to  reply 
directly. 

'J"he  amount  of  force  to  he  drawn  from  this  frontier,  and 
the  manner  in  wliich  it  is  proposed  to  withdraw  it,  had  never 
fully  come  to  my  knowledge  until  yesterday,  thoush  hinted 
at  ill  yonr  note  of  November  25.  Had  you.  General,  relieved 
me  at  once  in  the  whole  command,  and  assigned  me  to  duty 
under  your  order,  or  allowed  ine  to  retire  from  the  field,  be 
assured  that  tio  complaint  would  have  been  heard  from  me  ; 
but  while  aliuost  every  man  of  my  regnlar  force  and  half  the 
volunteers  (now  in  respectable  discipline)  are  withdrawn 
for  distant  service,  it  seems  that  I  am  expecti^d,  with  less 
than  a  thousand  regulars  and  a  volunteer  force  partly  of  nfw 
levies,  to  hold  a  delensive  line,  while  a  large  army  of  more 
than  tw<^nly  thousand  men  is  in  my  front. 

1  sprak  only  of  a  defensive  line;  for  the  idea  of  assuming 
offensive  operations  in  the  direction  of  San  Liuis  hy  March, 
or  even  May,  with  such  troops  as  can  then  be  at  my  dispo- 
sition, is  quite  too  preposterous  to  he  entertained  for  a  mo- 
ment. After  all  that  I  have  written  to  the  department  on 
the  subject  of  such  operations,  I  find  it  difficult  to  believe 
that  I  am  seriou.-ly  expected  to  undertake  tliem  with  the 
extraordinarily  limited  means  at  my  disposal. 

I  canyot  misunderstand  the  object  of  the  arrangements 
indicated  in  your  letters.  I  feel  that  I  have  lost  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Governnumt,  or  it  would  not  have  suffered  me 
to  remain  up  to  this  time  ignorant  of  its  intentions,  with  so 
vitally  aflTccting  interests  committed  to  my  cluuge.  But, 
however  much  I  may  feel  personally  mortified  and  outraged 
at  the  course  pursued,  unprecedented  at  least  in  our  own 
liistory,  I  will  carry  out  in  good  faith,  while  I  remain  in 
Mexico,  the  views  of  the  Government,  though  I  may  be 
sacrificed  in  the  effort. 

I  dcpply  re.'ret  to  find  in  your  letters  of  January  3d,  to 
MiijorGanPfiU  Butler  and  myself,  an  allusion  to  my  position 
here,  which  I  can  but  considi'r  an  insinuation  that  I  have 
put  myself  willingly  out  of  the  r^ach  of  your  communica- 
tions. I  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  the  movement  of  the 
troops  in  this  direction, and  my  own  inaicli  hither,  were  un- 
dertaken for  public  reasons,  freely  set  forth  in  rny  reports  to 
the  Adjutant  General,  one  of  th.'iu  being  my  desire  to  place 
in  position,  for  embaication  to  Vera  Criiz,  should  the  Gov- 
ernment order  an  expedition  to  that  point,  the  force  (two 
thousand  regulars  and  two  thousand  volunteers)  which  I 
reported  niiglitbe  spared  for  that  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Geueral,  vonr  obedient  servant, 
Z.  TAYLOR, 
3Iiijor  General  U.  S.  Jl.,  commanding. 
Major  Gen.  Winfield  Scott, 

Commanding  U.  S.Jl.,  Brazos  Island,  Texas. 

In  a  passing  comment  in  the  course  of  the  read- 
ing, Mr.  S.  rcmarlced,  that  instead  of  General  Tay- 
lor having  been  left  with  "  a  thousand  regulars," 
it  had  turned  out  that  he  was  left  with  but  a  very 
few  over  five  hundred  regulars;  and  said  all  he 
wanted  was  for  that  entire  letter  to  go  to  the  coun- 
try with  the  gentleman's  speech.  It  was  a  suffi- 
cient answer  to  it. 

That  wa.s  the  whole  truth,  (continued  Mr.  S.) 
General  Taylor  never  had  advised  that  he  should 
thus  be  stripped  of  his  forces  and  exposed  to  the 
attack  of  Santa  Anna  with  his  twenty  thousand 
nien.  He  had  contemplated  that  only  two  thou- 
sand regulars  and  two  thousand  volunteers  sliould 
be  taken  from  his  army.  He  (Mr.  S.)  knew  this 
to  1)6  true;  and  he  believed  there  was  a  gentleman 
now  present  who  also  know  it.  [Mr.  McLane, 
to  whom  allusion  was  made,  nodded  assent.]  This 
order  came  to  General  Taylor — came  upon  him 
like  a  clap  of  thunder  in  a  clear  sky.  And  yet  he 
was  not  only  to  bo  used  up  in  this  way,  but  liter- 
ally tomahawked  by  misrepresentations  on  this 
floor.  After  this  order  thus  depriving  him  of 
nearly  all  his  forces,  the  ge>itleman  was  to  rise  up 
and  say  that  he  (General  Taylor)  advised  it,  and 
that  ho  was  exposed  to  Santa  Anna  with  his  little 
Thermopylrean  band  at  his  own  request!  There 
was  no  truth  in  it.  General  Taylor  felt  outraged 
by  it,  and  he  spoke  (if  it  as  a  soldier  and  a  patriot. 
lie,  however,  made  himself  lYiaster  of  his  fortunes, 
adverse  as  they  were.  He  met  tiie  attack  as  he 
would  nr:eet  all  similar  attacks;  he  met  it  as  he 
would  meet  all  tlie  attacks  which  the  gentleman 


from  Inditina  or  any  of  his  coadjutors  on  this  floor 
could  make  against  him.  Attacks  from  that  source 
would  be  futile  and  impotent.  The  gallant  old 
hero  stood  out  boldly  before  the  American  ]:)eople  a 
Colossus  of  greatness  which  the  gentleman's  arm 
could  never  reach. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  McClernand] 
had  got  up  and  read  a  letter  published  in  the  Union, 
that  General  Taylor  was,  as  the  writer  declared, 
in  favor  of  this  and  of  that.  This  but  showed  the 
efforts,  the  futile  efforts,  which  some  gentlemen 
were  putting  themselves  to,  for  the  purpose  of 
weakening  the  hold  which  General  Taylor  had  on 
the  hearts  of  the  American  people,  and  proving 
him  unworthy  of  that  deep  confidence  which  tliey 
had  in  him. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  (the  floor  being  yielded) 
explained  that  his  object  in  reading  that  letter  liad 
not  been  to  show  that  Genei'al  Taylor  was  un- 
worthy, but,  on  the  contrary,  that  he  was  worthy 
of  the  hold  which  the  gentleman  said  he  had  on 
the  hearts  of  the  American  people,  on  the  ground 
that  he  held  to  the  doctrines  of  the  present  tariff, 
that  he  condemned  a  United  States  Bank,  and  jus- 
tified the  removal  of  the  troops  fi'om  Corpus  Chrisli 
to  the  Rio  Grande. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  inquired  of  the  gentleman  if 
he  thought  that  General  Taylor  was  v;orthy  of  the 
confidence  of  the  Ainerican  people.' 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  replied,  that  so  far  as  his 
views  went  in  relation  to  these  points,  he  certainly 
was;  but  he  doubted  very  much  if  his  friend  from 
Georgia  would  appreciate  him  (General  Taylor) 
very  highly  for  them.  He  would  refer  the  gentle- 
man for  further  information,  concerning  the  letter 
which  he  had  read,  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Brown.] 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  it  was  time  enough  for 
him  to  make  inquiries  of  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Mississippi,  when  he  should  rise  and  endorse 
the  letter. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  (Mr,  S.  further 
yielding,)  said  this  letter  seemed  to  be  of  some 
consequence  to  the  House,  which  he  had  certainly 
not  attached  to  it.  It  was  a  letter  which  had  been 
addressed  to  hiin  by  a  gentleman  of  Mississippi; 
Dr.  Kemmell,  of  Hinds  county,  Mississippi,  a 
most  reputable  and  clever  gentleman;  and  though 
he  (Mr.  B.)  had  no  means  of  knowing  anything 
in  regard  to  the  authenticity  of  the  letter,  further 
than  that  he  recognized  the  handwriting,  he  had 
no  reason  to  doubt  the  genuineness  of  the  letter. 
The  author  was  a  gentleman  in  all  respects  above 
reproach,  and  he  (Mr.  B.)  could  say  that  he  had 
penned  nothing  to  him,  or  to  anybody  else,  with- 
out having  what  he  believed  sufficient  evidence  of 
its  truth. 

[Several  voices,  "  Who  is  it.'"] 

Dr.  Timothy  Kemmell,  of  Hinds  county,  Mis- 
sissippi, (Mr.  B.  repeated;)  a  gentleman  who  he 
believed  was  formerly  frotn  Maine,  and  with  whom 
some  of  the  gentlemen  from  Maine  might  perhaps 
be  acquainted. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  (resuming)  said  the  whole 
matter  resulted  as  he  had  supposed  it  would.  Ele 
had  never  doubted  that  some  gentleman  had  writ- 
ten to  some  gentleman  of  this  city  about  what  he 
supposed  General  Taylor's  opinions  might  be. 
But  he  (Mr.  S.)  preferred  to  get  them  from  the 
General  himself. 

The  gentletnan  from  Illinois  had  wished  to  show, 
as  he  said,  that  Genei'al  Taylor  was  entitled  to  the 
confidence  of  the  American  people,  for  the  senti- 
ments imputed  to  him  in  the  letter  which  had  been 
read.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  S.,)  General  Taylor's  past 
life  is  a  much  better  guarantee  to  me  of  the  confi- 
dence of  the  American  people  than  any  letter  from 
Dr.  Timothy  Kemmell,  or  anybody  else,  stating 
that  he  learned  from  some  other  jierson  that  Gen- 
eral Taylor  believed  so  and  so.  General  Taylor 
is  known  to  his  best  and  most  intimate  friends  to 
be  decidedly  opposed  to  these  measures;  he  is 
known  to  be  a  true  Whig,  and  he  has  lately  reaf- 
firmed the  satne;  and  everybody  knows  that  when 
General  Taylor  speaks,  he  speaks  the  truth. 

He  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  if  he 
believed  General  Taylor  was  not  a  Whig,  and  if 
he  was  ready  to  give  him  the  endorsement  of  his 
name  and  his  party,  and  run  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency. If  he  would  say  so,  he  (Mr.  S.)  replied. 
Come  on,  and  let  us  all  for  once  unite  in  electing 
one  Chief  Magistrate  worthy  of  that  e.Kalted  sta- 
tion. But,  sir,  this  the  gentleman  and  his  party 
will  never  do.    They  know  that  General  Taylor 


does  not  belong  to  their  school  of  politics;  and 
these  side-licks,  these  passes  under  the  fifth  rib, 
were  made  by  gentlemen  who  knew  him  to  be  a 
thorough  Whiff,  and  who  wished  to  detract  from 
his  fame  as  a  Whig,  and  to  injure  him  in  the  house 
of  his  friends.  It  was  on  this  account  that  these 
efforts  were  made  against  him.  But  they,  like  all 
others,  would  rebound  upon  the  heads  of  their 
authors. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND,  interposing,  said  he  had 
not  detracted  from  the  fame  of  General  Taylor. 
He  had  spoken  on  the  authority  of  the  letter  to 
which  he  had  referred,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  could  now  judge  as  well  as  he  of  its  au- 
thenticity. The  gentleman  said,  however — this 
letter  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  which  af- 
firmed that  General  Taylor  was  in  favor  of  the 
present  tariff,  against  a  national  bank,  and  justified 
the  movement  of  the  army  from  Corpus  Chrisli  to 
the  Rio  Grande — that  General  Taylor  was  a  Whig. 
He  (Mr.  McC.)  asked  the  gentleman, Wherefore? 
Where  was  the  evidence.'  Was  he  (General  Tay- 
lor) for  a  protective  tariff — for  a  national  bank? 
For  what  measure  of  the  Whig  party  could  he 
show  him  to  be.' 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  the  authority  of  that  let- 
ter was  nothing.  The  writer  did  not  even  pretend 
to  become  sponsor  for  the  truth  of  its  information. 
But  he  would  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  believed  him 
to  be  a  Democrat.'  That  was  the  liest  way  to  test 
it.  The  gentleman  would  not  say  he  believed  him 
to  be  a  Democrat.  He  did  not,  therefore,  place 
any  confidence  in  his  own  authority.  That  was 
the  very  point  to  which  he  was  coming,  that, 
although  the  letter  might  be  used  for  the  purpose 
of  creating  the  impression  that  General  Taylor  was 
not  a  true  sound  Whig,  yet  the  gentleinan  was  not 
himself  convinced  by  the  evidence  he  had  adduced 
to  support  his  cause.  He  intended  no  disrespect 
to  the  gentleinan,  or  to  the  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi. He  presuined  they  could  get  a  hundred 
more  such  letters. 

If  the  gentleman  asked  him  (Mr.  S.)  where  was 
his  evidence  that  General  Taylor  was  a  Whig,  he 
replied  that  he  took  it  from  the  hands  of  that  old 
man,  who  had  never  falsified  the  truth.  He  had 
said  he  was  a  Whig;  he  had  said  that  in  the  last 
contest  he  would  have  voted  for  Mr.  Clay.  That 
was  sufHcienl  evidence  with  the  gentleman,  he 
(Mr.  S.)  presumed.  He  knew  it  was  with  the 
gentleman's  party.  If  a  gentleman  had  voted  for 
Mr.  Clay,  he  doubted  whether  he  would  have  got 
any  of  the  spoils  under  Mr.  Polk.  He  doubted, 
among  the  nunierous  hordes  that  had  conie  up  here 
for  office,  if  it  would  have  been  a  passport  to  favor 
for  any  one  to  have  had  it  known  that  be  voted  for 
Mr.  Clay.  He  would  then  have  been  denounced 
as  a  Whig — perhaps  a  Mexican  Whig.  General 
Taylor  had  repeated  again  and  again  that  he  was 
a  ¥/hig;  and  the  confidence  of  the  American  peo- 
ple in  him  was  not  to  be  weakened  by  any  such 
shifts  as  these.  The  "Union"  might  piiblish  such 
a  letter  every  inorning  for  a  month,  and  heassui^ed 
the  gentleman  it  would  have  no  effect.  Tlie  Whigs 
were  not  in  the  habit  of  consulting  that  organ  to 
know  whom  to  trust. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  again  interposed,  and 
(the  floor  being  yielded)  said,  if  it  was  true  that 
General  Taylor  held  the  sentiments  promulgated 
in  that  letter,  they  would  benefit  rather  than  injure 
him.  He  asked,  if  such  were  his  views,  whether 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  was  for  him  ?  And  he 
would  like  to  have  the  gentleman  state,  as  he  af- 
firmed him  to  be  a  Whig  generally,  what  a  Whig 
was?  Whether  General  Taylor  was  for  a  national 
bank?  for  a  protective  tariff"?  for  the  Wilmot  pro- 
viso? or  iqion  what  side  of  all  these  questions 
he  was?  He  hoped  the  gentleman  would  an- 
swer. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  (resuming)  said  he  would 
answer  the  gentleman  by  telling  him,  that,  in  his 
opinion,  it  was  no  very  bad  evidence  of  being  a 
Whig  to  be  opposed  to  the  mischievotfs  schemes 
and  reckless  policy  of  this  Administration.  But 
he  was  not  now  going  to  be  drawn  into  a  discus- 
sion of  the  bank  question,  tariiT  question,  Wilmot 
proviso,  or  an)'  other  party  issue.  He  would  do 
that  at  a  proper  time,  if  tlie  irentlem.in  \yished  it. 
But  he  would  tell  the  ircnilemau  from  Illinois  that 
he  did  not  believe  that  General  Taylor  would  ever 
sufler  himself  to  be  made  the  football  of  political 
nianaijers.  He  was  a  Whig:  everybody  knew  it. 
And  il'he  should  be  elected,  no  man  doubted  that 
he  would  administer  the  Government  upon  Whig. 
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principles.  The  gentleman  need  give  himself  no 
uneiisiness  upon  that  point. 

Mr.  McCLERXAND,  again  interposing,  said 
he  wished  to  disclaim  any  such  purpose  on  his  fiart 
of  political  manoeuvres,  or  of  making  a  football  of 
General  Taylor.  If  there  were  any  such  design,  it 
rested  with  the  gentleman's  own  party — the  Clay 
wing,  which  had  been  treating  General  Taylor 
most,  cavalierly.  It  seemed  to  him  that  Mr.  Polk, 
80  far  from  being  hostile  to  General  Taylor,  had 
furnished  evidence  of  generosity  to  him,  inasmuch 
as  he  had  promoted  him  from  the  rank  of  Colonel 
to  Major  General,  in  which  situation  he  had  cov- 
ered himself  with  ^lory. 

Mr.  STEPHEiXS.  Did  I  understand  the  gen- 
tleman to  say  that  Mr.  Polk  hud  been  kind  to  Gen- 
eral Taylor? 

Mr.  McCLERNAND.  That  he  had  promoted 
him. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  (resuming)  said  they  did  not 
dare  to  tell  the  old  hero  what  they  meant  to  do. 
They  never  wrote  to  him,  but  sent  General  Scott 
to  do  it.  Now,  what  did  General  Scott  say  to 
General  Taylor.' 

'■  I  liope  I  liavf-  Ipft,  or  sliall  leave  you,  incliidinetlie  new 
volunteers  who  will  soon  bi-  up,  Jiconipetcnllbrce  todefend 
the  head  of  your  line  (Monterey)  and  its  coniniuincations 
with  the  dep6ls  in  the  neisjhhorhood.  To  enable  you  to  do 
this  more  eeriainly,  I  must  ask  you  to  abandon  i^allillo,  and 
to  make  no  detachments,  except  for  reconnoissanccs  ajid  im- 
mediate defence,  much  beyond  Monterey.  I  know  this  to 
be  the  wi<h  of  the  Government,  founded  on  reasons  in  which 
1  concur." 

Was  that  treating  him  kindly.'  (asked  Mr.  S.) 

Mr.  McCLERNAND,  (in  his  seat.)  That  was 
not  llie  point  to  which  I  alluded. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  presumed  that  was  not  the 
point;  but  it  was  the  point  which  showed  how  he 
nad  been  neglected  by  this  very  President  whom 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  represented  as  having 
treattd  him  so  generously  and  kindly. 

But  the  gentleman  had  asked  whether  he  (Mr. 
S.)  thought  it  important  for  General  Taylor  to  an- 
swer certain  questions.  For  himself  he  would  re- 
ply, that  it  was  enough  for  him  to  know  that  the 
man  in  whom  he  confided  was  true  to  the  princi- 
ples in  which  he  believed;  it  was  enough  for  him 
to  know  that  he  was  true  to  the  Constitution, 
which  had  been  set  at  naught  by  the  gentleman's 
President. 

He  wished  to  say  a  word  about  these  political 
managers  and  intriguers,  who  had  become  a  curse 
to  the  people  of  this  country;  who  were  devoid  of 
chai'acter  and  principle;  worms,  slimy  worms,  that 
crept,  and  crawled,  and  fawned,  and  deceived  for 
power;  who  had  not  the  principle  and  spirit  of 
men  about  ihcm.  They  were  all,  however,  a|U  in 
their  catechism.  Theie  was  no  question  that  could 
be  asked  that  they  could  not  answer,  and  in  a  lan- 
guage that  had  as  many  readings  as  the  places  or 
sections  to  which  it  might  reach.  They  wrote 
letters  that  read  one  way  to  one  class  of  the  ])eo- 
{)le,  and  another  way  to  another  class.  And  what 
was  it  but  an  attempt  to  deceive,  mislead,  hum- 
bug the  honest  yeomanry  of  this  country.'  Go 
back,  and  the  history  of  the  past  few  years  would 
bear  him  out  in  the  declaration.  Let  the  gentle- 
man take  up  his  own  party's  management.  What 
was  their  present  Executive?  Had  he  any  ability, 
any  character  in  this  country?  Had  he  even  been 
thought  of  by  anybody  as  a  proper  person  to  be 
put  at  the  head  of  this  Government  ?  No.  How 
wa.s  it,  then,  that  he  had  been  intrusted  with  the 
important  power  he  had  so  shamefully  abused?  It 
WHS  by  nothino;  but  skill  in  the  jjolitical  catechism, 
by  answering  letters  which  he  (Mr.  S.)  supposed 
were  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  gentleman  from 
lllinoi.-!,  to  .some  of  the  gentlemen  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  to  gentlemen  of  the  Democratic  party 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  however  various  or 
contradictory  their  views;  answering  them  in  a 
narlicnlar  way,  using  words  not  to  be  understood, 
but  to  be  inteipreted  according  to  the  place  and  oc- 
casion. In  this  way  the  honest  people  had  been 
deceived  and  misled;  and  he  suppo.sed  now,  from 
certain  signs  which  he  saw,  that  the  object  of  the 
jmriy  to  which  the  gentleiinari  from  lllinoi.sund  the 
gentleman  near  him  [Mr.  liownoNj  belonged  was 
the  same — that  ihey  intended  to  play  ilie  same 
game  again. 

He  saw  that  one  distinguished  gentleman  from 
the  section  of  country  of  the  geritlcmaTi  from  Illi- 
nois had  figured  laigely  about  the  Wilmot  [)ro- 
viso.  lie  su})poscd  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
thought  the   people  of   the   South   were   dupes 


enough,  as  the  people  of  Pemisylvania  were  in 
voting  for  Mr.  Polk,  to  be  deceived  by  such  blar- 
ney as  that.  If  he  did,  he  was  wonderfully  inis- 
taken.  The  people  of  the  South  were  not  to  be 
duped  in  any  such  way.  As  the  gentleman  near 
him  from  New  York  [Mr.  Duer]  had  said  the 
other  day,  he  would  rather  take  up  even  an  avowed 
anti-Wilmot  proviso  man  from  the  South  than  a 
Northern  dough-face.  So  he  (Mr.  S.)  said  he 
would  prefer  an  out-and-out  Wilmot  proviso  man 
to  one  who  would  undertake  to  cheat  him,  to  de- 
ceive him,  as  the  letter  to  which  he  had  referred 
indicated  the  attempt  to  deceive  the  people  of  the 
South.  He  would  rather  have  an  open  enemy 
than  a  pretended  deceitful  friend.  General  Taylor 
would  write  no  such  letters;  and  if  the  gentleman 
expected  it,  he  would  be  mistaken.  He  would 
never  deceive  the  people  of  this  country,  or  any 
part  of  it.  Nor  would  he  speak  with  "  bated 
breath"  even  to  be  President.  He  "  asks  no  favor 
and  shrinks  from  no  responsibility."  That  was 
General  Taylor's  position,  and  the  country  would 
always  find  him  honest  and  aboveboard  on  this  and 
every  other  question. 

[Mr.  BowDON  here  said  a  word  to  Mr.  S.,  which 
was  not  caught  by  the  reporter.] 

One  thing  he  (Mr.  S.)  would  tell  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama:  General  Taylor  would  never  de- 
ceive the  people  of  this  country.  He  had  never  yet 
deceived  anybody,  and  he  would  not  upon  this  or 
any  question.  One  other  thing  he  would  not  do: 
he  would  never  bow  and  truckle  for  office.  This 
was  one  of  the  best  evidences  that  he  deserved  to  be 
trusted.  He  would  never  make  promises  and  give 
pledges  to  the  people  for  the  sake  of  getting  power, 
and  then  betray  their  interests.  No;  it  was  incon- 
sistent with  the  spirit  which  marked  his  every  act. 
And  he  asked  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  particularly  the  gentleman  from  Alabama, 
if  there  was  not  something  now  in  his  position  which 
commended  him  peculiarly  to  thefavorof  the  Amer- 
ican people?  While  your  Buchanans,  your  Dal- 
lasses,  your  Casses,  and  your  Polks,  supported  by 
the  "Union,"  were  literally  promising  everything 
to  everybody.  General  Taylor  occupied  a  proud 
position — one  that  the  gi-eatest  might  envy.  He 
did  not  degrade  himself  to  such  a  level.  No;  he 
stood  on  an  eminence  high  and  pure,  far  above  the 
great  crowd  of  party  v/ranglers,  and  those  who 
engage  in  a  scramble  for  the  spoils  of  office.  His 
position  commanded  not  merely  admiration,  but 
had  that  in  it  approximating  to  moral  sublimity, 
such  as  no  man  in  this  country  since  the  days  of 
Washington  had  evinced. 

Mr.  BOWDON  interposed,  and  (Mr.  S.  yield- 
ing) was  understood  to  say  that  he  went  for  no 
man,  north,  south,  east,  or  west,  who  would  not 
come  out  and  declare  his  position  upon  all  political 
questions.  General  Taylor  had  been  distinguished 
as  a  military  man,  and,  as  he  himself  said,  had 
mingled  little  in  politics  for  years;  and  while  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsyvania  [Mr.  Stewart] 
thought  him  a  high  tarirt'  man,  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  thought  him  something  else.  He  (Mr. 
B.)  went  for  a  Democi'at,  and  alone  for  a  Demo- 
ci-at — one  who  had  boldness  enough  to  tell  what 
he  was  and  where  he  stood. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  he  did  not  suppose  any- 
body would  charge  General  Taylor  with  a  want  of 
boldness  cither  in  speaking  his  sentiments  or  in 
anything  else,  and  he  would  caution  the  gentleman 
not  to  commit  himself  too  broadly  on  that  ground ; 
for  he  expected  he  would  yet  vote  for  General 
Taylor.      [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  BOWDON  was  understood  to  reply  that 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  might  yet  vote  against 
him. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  the  gentleman  need  have 
no  ap[)i'ehensions  on  that  point.  General  Taylor 
was  his  (Mr.  S.'s)  choice,  and  he  was  the  choice, 
he  believed,  of  a  large  majority  of  the  American 
people;  and  he  had  some  doubt  whether  he  should 
see  his  friend  from  Alabama  unfortunate  enough  to 
get  into  the  minoiity. 

But  the  gentleman  had  said  General  Taylor  had 
not  come  out  and  made  his  sentiments  known.  He 
(Mr.  S.)  assured  him  he  need  not  be  uneasy  on 
that  point.  General  Taylor's  sentiments  were  well 
known.  He  never  disguised  his  opinions;  he  never 
spoke  in  one  language  to  one  section  of  the  coun- 
try, and  in  another  language  to  another  section. 
He  would  not  degrade  his  nature  by  so  himiiliating 
himself;  and  he  would  assure  the  gentleman  that 
the  best  pledges  a  man  could  give  were  an  honest 


purpose  and  a  blameless  life,  spent  in  the  service 
of  his  country.  Such  was  the  character  of  Gen- 
eral Taylor.  All  knew  him  to  be  honest,  and  pos- 
sessed of  an  integrity  of  soul  beyond  all  repi-oach. 
When  General  Taylor  spoke,  the  people  of  this 
country  believed  him.  They  had  been  deceived 
once,  but  they  did  not  know  their  man.  He  was 
not  the  man  to  send  the  Kane  letter,  and  resort  to 
such  other  miserable  subterfuges  to  deceive  the 
people,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  their  voles. 
He  would  ask  no  man  to  go  thi-ough  the  country 
to  endorse  opinions,  as  a  certain  distinguished  indi- 
vidual went  through  Pennsylvania  declaring  that 
James  K.  Polk  was  a  better  tariff  man  than  Henry 
Clay.  He  told  gentlemen  they  need  not  be  so 
anxious  to  get  the  "  Organ"  in  this  city  to  attempt 
to  scatter  disunion  among  the  Whig  ranks  through- 
out the  country.  It  would  have  no  effect.  It  would 
in  nowise  weaken  the  attachment  felt  by  the 
people,  for  that  gallant  old  chief — that  man  of  the 
people — whom  the  Administration  had  been  hunt- 
ing down  so  long.  He  held  the  American  heart, 
and  they  might  read  their  fate  in  the  handwriting 
on  the  wall. 

Mr.  S.  then  proceeded  to  read  from  another  letter 
of  General  Taylor,  to  show  the  feelings  with  which 
he  received  this  order  which  took  from  him  his 
tried  and  veteran  troops — the  men  who  had  been 
with  him  on  the  bloody  fields  of  Palo  Alto  and 
Resaca  de  la  Palma — with  whom  he  had  stormed 
the  heights  of  Monterey,  and  upon  whom  he  had 
relied  to  meet  Santa  Anna.  I'his  letter  showed 
the  feelings  of  that  gallant  old  soldier,  who  had 
been  represented  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
as  advising  this  withdrawal  of  his  own  troops.  It 
was  the  letter  of  General  Taylor  to  the  Adjutant 
General,  of  the  date  of  January  27,  1847,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Headqu.vrters  Army  of  Occupation, 

Camp  7iear  Monterey,  January  27,  1847. 

Sir:  My  despatch  No.  5  has  advised  you  of  the  measures 
taken  to  meet  Miiior  General  Scott's  requisition  for  troops, 
and,  as  nearly  as  practicable  at  this  time,  of  the  amount  and 
description  of  force  left  under  my  orders  in  this  part  of 
Mexico. 

Having  fulfilled  my  duty  in  carrying  out  what  1  believed 
to  be  the  wishes  of  the  GoverMinenl,  I  now  beg  leave  to 
invite  the  attention  of  the  department  to  several  points  of 
grave  interest  to  myself,  and  not  without  importance  in  their 
bearing  upon  the  public  service.  I  have  therefore  to  ri^quest 
that  this  communiealion  maybe  laid  before  the  Sccretrtry  of 
War,  and  byliim  be  submitted  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

I  will  first  speak  of  the  extraordinary  reserve  manifested 
by  the  Department  of  War  in  not  conuiiunicaling  to  me  the 
intentions  of  tiie  Government — at  least  in  regard  to  the  with- 
drawal of  so  large  a  portion  of  my  command.  Had  I  not 
been  deemed  a  safe  repository  of  its  purposes,  I  n)ight,  at 
any  rale,  have  been  instructed  to  hold  the  troops  in  readi- 
ness for  detachment.  A  special  messenger,  despatched  from 
Washington,  when  the  employment  of  Major  General  Scoit 
was  (letermineil  upon,  would  have  reached  me  at  the  vrry 
latest  by  the  8th  of  December— in  time  lo  suspend  the  move- 
ment on  Victoria,  to  spare  a  portion  of  the  army,  including 
myself,  a  long  and  expensive  march  of  four  hundred  miles, 
and  to  prevent  the  murder  of  a  young  ollicer  with  important 
despatches,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  But  up  to  lliis 
momont  I  have  not  received  a  syllable  from  the  Department 
of  War  on  this  subject — my  only  advices  being  a  semi- 
official letter  from  M:ijor  General  Scoli,  in  New  York,  dated 
November  a"),  and  received  by  me  Deecmber  24,  his  instruc- 
tions of  JanuaiyS,  receivt-d  January  14,  and  his  leuer  of 
December  20  from  New  Orleans,  received  January  Itj.  All 
these  delays  and  arcidents  would  have  been  avoided  by  the 
employmentof  a  special  messenger,and  lean  hardly  believe 
that  the  occasion  was  not  deemed  important  enougii  to  war- 
rant that  course. 

Having  been  placed  in  conunand  of  the  army,  and  charged 
with  the  operations  against  Mexico  by  the  order  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  (i^nited  Slates,  bad  I  chosen  to  be  punetilions,  I 
niiahthave  declined  to  make  any  deiaehmont  from  my  force 
without  the  same  authority  expres.-ly  communicated;  but 
believing  lli;it  M.-ijor  General  S^eolt  was  piis.-cssivl  of  the 
views  and  wishes  of  the  (Jovcrnnieni,  [  hud  no  Ih'silation  iu 
complying  u>  the  fullest  ext<  nt  with  his  call  for  troops,  and 
should  have  d<uie  so  equally  had  it  phiced  me  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  abandoning  all  that  had  been  gained  in  this  quar- 
ter, t  have  the  satisl'aetion  of  knowing  that  the  tioops  ho 
has  required  have  been  promptly  |)la(ed  in  position  for  em- 
barkation, and  that  no  delay  whatever  had  oecurrcd  in  car- 
rying out  his  instructions  as  soon  as  received. 

Again  :  I  would  respectfully  state  that  no  reply  has  been 
received  to  my  comniunieations  of  October  15,  Novembers, 
and  November  12,  re'plyins,  respectively,  to  the  despatches 
lirouzbt  out  by  Lieutenant  Armistcad,  Major  Graham,  and 
Mr.  McLane.  In  those  communications  J  expressed  fully 
and  frankly  my  views  on  many  important  points  connected 
with  the  prosecution  of  the  campaign,  and  had  reason  to 
expect  at  leiist  the  courtesj'  of  an  acknowledgment. 

While  exercising  a  command  which  it  is  well  known  I 
never  sought,  it  has  been  my  conslnnt  aim  to  perform  my 
whole  duty  without  fear  and  without  favor.  The  best  in- 
terests of  the  service  and  the  country  have  been  my  guide, 
and  will  continue  to  be  while  I  remain  in  command,  how- 
ever limited  may  be  my  force  or  embarrassing  my  situation  : 
but,  from  the  course  which  the  department  lias  pursued  iu 
the  above  particulars,  I  nin  constrained  to  believe  that  I  no 
longer  possess  the  contidence  of  the  Government.  I  can 
only  regret  that  tJie  rrcsident  did  not  Uiink  proper,  whilu 
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withdrawing  so  l;ir»c  a  portion  of  my  command  in  the  man- 
ner ahiivc  iiidicati^d,  to  reheve  me  from  a  position  where  I 
can  no  lon^'er  serve  the  country  wiih  that  assurance  of  con- 
fidence and  biipport  so  indispensahle  to  success. 

The  force  with  wl)ich  I  am  left  iu  this  quarter,  tliough 
greatly  deficient  in  regular  troops,  will  doubtless  enable  me 
iohokttho  positions  now  occupied.  Major  General  Scott 
K<'ems  to  expect  that  I  will  assume  ofi'ensivp  operations,  say 
by  .March  ;  but,  from  what  I  have  heretofore  reported  on  the 
subject  of  such  operations,  I  am  sure  they  will  not  be  ex- 
pected by  the  department  with  my  present  means.  The 
terms  of  service  of  nearly  all  the  regiments  here  will  expire 
in  May  and  June,  and  it  will  become  an  important  question 
bow  to  replace  those  regiments  in  time  even  for  defensive 
purposes.  I  am,  sir,  very  respectful  I  v,  vour  obedient  ser- 
vant, Z.TAYLOR, 

Major  General  U.  S.  Ji.  commanding. 
To  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army,  Woildngton. 

From  this  letter  it  would  be  seen  that  General 
Taylor  exhibited  the  deepest  discontent,  and  he 
complained  to  the. Department  of  War  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  was  treated;  and  he  (IVlr.  S.) 
asked  the  gentlernan  from  Indiana,  or  any  other 
gentleman  on  that  side  of  the  House,  if  they  would 
undertake  to  defend  the  Administration  in  the 
course  it  had  pursued  .'  They  dared  not  do  it;  but 
they  sought  to  create  impressions  unfavorable  to 
General  Taylor.  What  was  General  Taylor's  po- 
sition at  that  time.'  Santa  Anna  was  in  his  front 
with  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  men.  General 
Taylor  then  saw  tlie  importance  of  a  position  be- 
yond JVlonterey,  for  he  was  not  willing  that  Santa 
Anna  should  catch  him  in  Monterey,  and  there 
blockade  him  and  his  small  but  gallant  band.  Gen- 
eral Taylor  knew  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  occupy  a  position  in  advance  of  Mon- 
terey, and  the  world  knew  of  his  position  at  Buena 
Visia,  and  the  glorious  victory  he  achieved  there. 

Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  comment  on  this  letter  at 
some  length,  and  then  said  he  had  detained  the 
committee  longer  than  he  intended  when  he  rose, 
but  he  was  not  willing  when  this  ball  was  set  in 
motion  to  allow  it  to  pass  without  an  effort  to  stop 
it;  arid  he  only  wished  that  these  letters,  to  which 
he  called  the  attention  of  the  committee,  should  go 
to  tite  country  side  by  side  with  the  statements  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  That  gentleman's 
speech  needed  no  other  answer. 

Mr.  TURNER,  of  Illinois,  said  it  was  very  true, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  remarked  at  the 
coinmencement  of  his  speech,  that  the  country  was 
placed  in  a  very  peculiar  position  at  the  present 
time.  But  its  peculiarity  arose  from  very  differ- 
ent circumstances,  as  they  appeared  to  his  mind, 
than  those  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
attributed  them.  Our  country,  for  the  first  time 
in  its  history,  found  itself  with  a  conquered  nation 
on  its  hands,  and  this  was  the  only  peculiarity 
which  he  had  been  able  to  discover.  It  was  no 
peculiarity  to  have  two  great  contending  parties 
arrayed  against  each  other,  and  engaged  in  a  se- 
vere contest  every  fourth  year.  This  had  been 
the  case  ever  since  the  days  of  the  first  President 
of  this  Republic.  The  peculiarity,  lie  repeated, 
■was_,  that  we  had  a  conquered  nation  on  our  hands; 
and,  however  it  might  be  disposed  of — whatever 
might  be  said  in  relation  to  the  causes  and  progress 
and  final  consummation  of  the  war  which  was  now 
waged  against  Mexico — all  must  admit  that  the 
circumstances  in  which  we  were  placed  were  in- 
vested with  a  deep  importance  which  would  be  fell 
for  some  time.  He  f>roposed  very  briefly  to  take 
a  review  of  the  positions  assumed  by  the  Whig 
party,  and,  if  time  permitted,  of  the  Democratic 
party  also,  and  see  which  was  the  most  likely  to 
stand  the  scrutiny  of  coming  generations. 

He  was  not  prepaied  to  admit  that  the  annexa- 
tion of  Texas  was  the  cause  of  this  war;  but  this 
position  had  been  assuined  by  the  Whig  party. 
They  had  contended  that  annexation  was  not  only 
cause  of  war,  but  that  it  was  war  itself.  This  had 
been  the  opinion  of  all  the  leading  Whigs  both  at 
this  and  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol.  Annexa- 
tion, however,  was  the  act  of  Congress,  and  if  an- 
nexation was  not  only  the  cause  but  actually  war, 
war  was  made  by  Congress,  the  war-making  j)ower, 
and  not  by  the  President.  Such  was  the  dilemma 
in  which  the  gentlemen  opposite  had  placed  them- 
selves. 

But  he  would  follow  this  subject  a  little  further. 
In  184G  the  President  s°nt  a  message  to  Congress, 
in  which  he  stated  that  war  existed  at  that  time; 
and  then  they  found  the  Whig  [larty  changing  its 
])Osilion  and  deciding  almost  unanimously  that  the 
war  existed  by  the  act  of  Mexico.  How  woultl 
the  historian  be  able  to  reconcile  these  palpable 
contradictions?    If  war  existed  by  the  act  of  an- 


nexation in  I843-'44,  how  could  it  be  that  the  war 
existed  in  1846  by  the  act  of  Mexico .'  By  no  logic 
of  which  he  was  master  could  he  reconcile  these 
conflicting  opinions. 

But  the  war  progressed  still  further,  and  again 
they  found  the  Whig  party  changing  its  position. 
They  came  together  during  the  present  session, 
and,  under  the  solemnity  of  an  oath,  the  same 
Whig  party  declared  that  the  war  was  unneces- 
sarily and  unconstitutionally  begun  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  Here,  then,  were  three 
distinct  positions,  two  of  which  must  necessarily 
be  false,  and  probably  the  third  was  likewise. 
The  American  Congress  had  something  else  to  do 
than  to  make  political  capital  for  the  approaching 
Presidential  contest;  for  that  was  the  point  at  which 
most  of  the  speeches  delivered  here  were  aimed; 
the  manufacture  of  public  opinion  was  the  object 
contemplated.  But  how,  he  asked,  did  the  Whig 
party  propose  to  succeed  before  an  intelligent  peo- 
ple with  three  propositions  that  were  so  diametri- 
cally opposed  to  and  inconsistent  with  each  other.' 
He  should  like  to  know  which  of  those  positions 
they  were  willing  now  to  take.'  The  Democratic 
party  was  willing  and  ready  to  meet  them,  on  either 
or  all  of  them.  Would  the  Whig  party  at  the  same 
time  explain  how  it  was  that  they  had  voted  sup- 
plies for  an  unholy  war,  which  at  one  time  they 
affirmed  was  the  consequence  of  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  at  another  that  it  was  the  act  of  Mexico, 
and  again  that  it  was  the  unwarranted  act  of  the 
President.'  It  would  be  well  remembered  that  the 
leaders  of  the  Whig  party  and  the  Whig  presses 
throughout  the  country  had  proclaimed  the  war  to 
be  unholy,  while  the  Whig  party  here  was  voting 
supplies  of  men  and  rnoney.  They  had  furnished 
the  means  to  carry  on  a  war  which  they  had  pre- 
dicted would  bring  on  this  nation  the  wrathful 
visitation  of  God.  But  while  they  were  thus  in- 
volving themselves  in  contradictions,  our  army  was 
invariably  successful,  ever  victorious,  without  a 
single  repulse,  even  when  met  by  overwhelming 
numbers  of  Mexico's  best  disciplined  troops. 

After  commenting  at  some  length  on  the  ground 
taken  by  gentlemen  opposite  on  this  subject,  he 
proceeded  to  notice  the  objects  contemplated  by 
this  war.  They  were,  to  secure  our  rights  and  to 
defend  our  honor.  Mexico  was  indebted  to  our 
citizens  for  spoliations  on  their  property,  but 
Mexico  had  no  pecuniary  means  wherewith  to 
liquidate  her  obligations;  and  thus  the  acquisition 
of  territory  on  our  part  became  necessary  as  an 
indemnity  for  the  past.  To  this  objections  were 
raised  by  the  Whig  party,  and  to  the  acquisition  of 
territory  there  had  ever  been  an  opposing  party  in 
this  Union.  There  was  opposition  to  the  acquisi- 
tion of  Louisiana  by  the  same  party,  and  dire  con- 
sequences were  predicted  as  inevitably  to  follow 
the  consummation  of  that  act.  The  acquisition  of 
Florida  and  Texas  met  with  the  same  opposition, 
and  the  same  spirit  prevailed  now,  and  manifested 
itself  in  opposition  to  the  war.  Extension  and 
expansion  were  preeminently  democratic,  but  the 
anti-war  Whigs  preferred  the  government  of  cor- 
porations. The  great  West  had  found  an  outlet 
for  our  people,  and  thus  had  frustrated  their  de- 
signs. But  circumscribe  our  limits,  give  corpora- 
tions the  controlling  influence,  and  white  slavery 
would  be  substituted  for  black.  Of  this  we  have 
evidence  in  England  and  in  Massachusetts,  for 
wherever  corporations  rule,  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  are  enslaved. 

If  this  republic  had  been  confined  to  the  original 
thirteen  States,  from  oneend  to  the  other  we  should 
have  been  under  the  control  of  corporations,  and 
no  power  on  earth  could  have  saved  us  from  their 
shackles.  He  believed — he  would  not  say  it  was 
our  destiny — he  believed  there  was  a  higher  power 
impelling  us  onvvard.  This  had  been  manifest  since 
the  day  the  Pilgrims  landed  on  Plymouth  rock. 
Look  at  the  Spanish  settlers  on  this  continent. 
With  better  soil  and  a  more  genial  climate,  they 
had  made  no  progress,  while  our  Anglo-Saxon 
race  had  spread  itself  from  the  rocky  coast  of  New 
England  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  making  of  the  whole 
one  great  republic.  And  would  any  one  say  that 
this  had  not  been  a  blessing  to  the  human  family.' 

He  next  turned  to  the  correspondence  of  our 
functionaries,  which  had  to-day  and  on  other  occa- 
sions elicited  so  much  discussion  in  this  House, 
alluding  particularly  to  the  questions  involved  in 
the  President's  refusal  to  furnish  the  correspondence 
of  Mr.  Slidell.  The  President,  he  contended,  had 
refused,  because  to  furnish  it  was  incompatible  with 


the  public  interests;  and  in  this  the  President  was 
sustained  by  the  example  of  Washington.  But 
his  refusal  had  been  seized  upon  by  his  political 
opponents,  and  perverted  to  sustain  an  accusatioti 
of  a  rapacious  design  on  the  whole  of  Mexico.  To 
defend  the  President  from  such  a  charge,  he  read 
largely  from  various  published  documents,  com- 
menting upon  them  as  he  passed. 

Mr.  VAN  DYKE  next  obtained  the  floor,  but 
gave  way  to 

Mr.  SIMS,  who  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  VINTON  suggested  that  gentlemen  should 
allow  the  bill  to  be  reported  to  the  House,  and,  if 
they  were  desirous  to  continue  the  discussion  which 
had  been  commenced,  they  could  do  it  on  some 
other  bill.  He  hoped  this  bill  would  be  laid  aside 
to  be  reported  to  the  House,  and  that  the  commit- 
tee would  agree  to  take  up  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  revolutionary  and  other  pensions  for 
the  next  fiscal  year. 

The  suggestion  was  acquiesced  in,  and  the  bill 
indicated  was  taken  up  and  read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  VAN  DYKE,  being  desirous  to  secure  his 
position  on  the  floor  when  the  House  should  next 
go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  again  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  entreated  him  to  with- 
draw that  motion,  that  the  committee  might  take 
up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  dry  dock 
at  New  York. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  however,  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the 
Military  Academy  bill  to  the  House,  and  progress 
on  the  revolutionary  pension  bill. 

WEST  POINT  ACADEMY. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  question  to  be  on  the 
engrossment  of  the  Military  Academy  bill. 

Mr.  DICKEY  moved  to  strike  out  the  item  of 
f2,000  for  the  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Visiters, 
and  briefly  sustained  his  motion.  He  thought  that 
the  Secretary  of  War  could  obtain  these  visiters 
without  pay;  and  said  that  such  had  been  the  prac- 
tice for  many  years.  He  disavowed  any  hostility 
to  the  military  academy. 

Mr.  McLANE  said  the  gentleman  was  in  error; 
but  admitted  that  when  Congress  had  failed  to  pay 
these  visiters,  the  Secretary  of  War  did  order  gen- 
tlemen from  the  army' to  perform  this  service;  but 
the  reports  obtained  from  this  source  were  unsatis- 
factoi'y  and  prejudicial  to  the  school;  and  the  sys- 
tem was  soon  abandoned,  under  the  advice  of  the 
President.  The  appropriation  for  these  visiters 
was  only  $2,000.  He  rose  to  offer  an  amendment 
to  increase  the  pay  of  cadets,  but  would  not  press 
it  now. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  opposed  the  motion. 
He  corrected,  from  his  own  personal  knowledge, 
a  mistaken  impression  that  there  was  a  great  wil- 
lingness on  the  part  of  distinguished  gentlemen  to 
be  appointed  on  the  board  of  visiters  at  the  time 
the  existence  of  such  a  board  had  been  suspended 
by  Congress.  On  the  contrary,  he  knew  gentle- 
men who  had  been  invited  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  receive  the  appointment,  but  had  declined. 
The  department  was  then  compelled,  by  the  neces- 
sity of  the  case,  to  appoint  military  men  as  exam- 
iners, who,  by  their  position  in  the  army,  were 
under  command,  and  were  obliged,  by  orders  from 
the  department,  to  attend  the  examinations  at  the 
academy.  Of  course  their  travelling  expenses  were 
allowed  them,  and  the  result  to  the  Government, 
in  point  of  expense,  did  not  much  differ  from  what 
it  would  have  been  had  a  board  of  visiters  been 
appointed  as  usual. 

Gentlemen  were  greatly  mistaken  if  they  sup- 
posed the  appointment  of  such  a  board  every  year 
had  not  greatly  advanced  the  prosperity  of  that 
admirable  institution.  On  the  contrary,  it  had 
been  attended  with  the  happiest  effects.  Air.  I. 
believed  there  never  had  been  one  of  these  oflicial 
visits  made  to  the  academy  which  had  not  proved 
of  infinite  benefit  in  removing  prejudice  and  mis- 
conception, and  averting  hostility  from  an  institu- 
tion which  to  this  country  was  truly  invaluable. 
The  selection  of  cadets  had  been  so  conducted,  by 
a  double  reference  to  party  divisions  and  local  res- 
idence, as  to  command,  without  fail,  the  highest 
approbation  of  all  who  investigated  it. 

The  general  control  in  those  appointments  had 
been  confided  to  a  gentleman  of  whom  it  gave  Mr. 
I.  the  utmost  pleasure  to  speak  in  the  highest  terms, 
for  he  was  well  worthy  of  any  commendation  which 
Mr.  I.  could  bestow.     General  Bernard,  the  per- 
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Bonal  friend  and  companion  of  Bonaparte,  tlian 
whom  no  man  was  more  entitled  to  sjieak  with 
authority  on  such  a  suliject,  liad  said,  when  leav- 
ing this  country  to  '.•eturii  to  France,  tliat  the  Uni- 
ted States  wanted  none  of  those  wliom  Bonaparte 
]iad  JO  aid  him  in  carrying  out  his  great  desigi-s  so 
lonj^  as  she  possessed  General  Toticn,  an  officer 
not  surpassed  by  any  man  alive.  The  academy 
was  safe  in  his  hands. 

Mr.  I.  expressed  his  regret  that  a  blow  should 
nt  tiiis  day  have  been  aimedat  an  institution  which, 
after  the  most  strenuous  opposition  and  obloquy, 
had  fought  itself  into  honor  and  distinction  by  the 
science  and  the  deeds  of  tho.-<e  who  had  there  re- 
ceived the  elements  of  their  military  education. 
He  trusted  that  all  those  clouds  of  error,  miscon- 
ception, and  prejudice,  which  once  had  obscured  its 
prospects,  had  now  passed  away,  having  forever 
been  dissipated  by  the  exploits  of  a  corps  of  offi- 
cers such  as  was  not  to  be  found  in  the  world. 

He  kiiew  that  there  were  in  the  service  of  other 
countries  individual  officers  of  the  highest  attain- 
ments, and  whose  education  had  been  of  the  very 
first  order.  But  he  spoke  of  ourofficers  as  a  body; 
and  the  beauty  of  our  system  was,  that  owing  to 
the  system  of  rigid  discipline  established  and  en- 
forced in  our  Military  Academy,  every  officer  was 
first  a  well-trained  soldier.  Before  he  could  win  his 
epaulets  he  must  pass  through  an  arduous  course 
of  military  training;  and  so  thorough  was  this  pre- 
vious course  of  pieparation,  that  it  had  been  as- 
serted, and  with  truth,  that  there  was  no  young 
man  who  cajiie  out  of  West  Point,  and  was  of  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  who  was  not  able  to  command 
a  regiment  in  the  field.  Mr.  I.  trusted  that  this 
motion  to  abolish  the  board  of  visiters  would  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  McClelland  did  not  regard  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Dickey] 
as  a  blow  aimed  at  West  Point;  on  the  contrary, 
it  was  the  result  of  a  conviction  entertained  by 
some  of  the  best  friends  of  the  institution.  The 
question  of  the  expediency  and  value  of  sucli  a 
board  liad  been  thoroughly  discussed  some  two 
years  ago,  and  the  amendment  for  the  abolition  of 
the  board  had  been  carried  almost  unaniinously. 
There  had  been  very  few  votes  against  it  on  either 
side  of  the  House.  In  1844  Mr.  McC.  was,  he  be- 
lieved, the  only  Democrat  who  had  made  a  speech 
in  favor  of  the  West  Point  Academy. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  here  rose  in- 
quirin^jly,  and  asked  in  what  year  of  our  Lord  that 
speech  was  made?     [A  laugh.] 

Here  a  somewhat  humorous  colloquy  took  place 
between  Mr.  McCLELLANDand  Mr.  HOLMES 
(who  has  ever  been  a  zealous  supporter  of  the  in- 
stitution) about  the  priority  of  their  regard  for  and 
advocacy  of  it,  which  elicited  much  meriiinent  in 
that  quarter  of  the  House,  but  which  was  wholly 
lost  to  the  reiiorter. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  remembered  making  a 
speech  for  West  Point  in  1843. 

Mr.  M'-CLELL.A.ND  never  had  been  person- 
ally at  West  Point,  but  had,  from  the  beginning, 
been  its  unfailing  and  unflinching  advocate. 

Mr.  HOLMES  had  been  an  early  friend  to  the 
school,  and  he  was  now  happy  to  find  there  was 
another  whom  ho  had  never  heard  of  before. 

Mr.  iVIcCLELLAND  .<iaid  he  had  always  been 
opposed  to  the  board  of  visiters  as  an  unnecessary 
appendage  to  the  system,  increasing  its  expense 
without  any  corresponding  benefit,  and  still  more 
as  tending  to  an  improper  increase  of  Executive 
paironage.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  were  accust(nned  to  represent  themselves  as 
very  decided  opponents  to  all  increase  of  this  pa- 
tronage; so  was  Mr.  McC.  Here  was  an  iieiri  of 
$2,000  to  cover  the  expense  of  a  visit  to  the  school 
at  the  lumual  exaniiiiaiion  by  certain  gentlemen 
not  offii'ers,  but  in  civil  life,  selected  for  that  honor 
by  the  department.    ' 

How  many  of  those  thus  invited  were  compe- 
tent to  conduct  a  thorough  examination  of  the  ca- 
dets in  the  various  departmeiiis  of  their  very  ex- 
tensive education  .'  Let  gentlemen  take  u[)  the  list, 
and  they  would  not  find  any  body  of  visiters  equal- 
ly corn()ftteiU  in  this  respect  to  the  l)oard  of  mili- 
tary officers  npj)ointf:d  to  the  duty  since  the  civil 
boaril  had  been  susj)en(led.  iMilitary  men  were 
the  only  men  compelenl  to  conduct  sucli  an  exam- 
inniion. 

The  gentleman  from'  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  J.  R. 
Ingersoll]  had  fiaid  a  fine  and  u  well-deserved 
compliment  to  Colonel  Totlen.     Mr.  McC.  agreed  I 


fully  with  every  word  of  it;  and  as  a  proof  that  he 
was  sincere  in  this,  he  would  add  that  he  would 
rather  have  Colonel  Totten  as  an  examiner  than  a 
whole  board  of  visiters,  take  them  from  where  you 
would. 

There  was,  in  truth,  no  need  of  any  board  of 
examiners  at  all.  The  thoroughness  of  the  train- 
ing to  which  these  you<ig  gentlemen  were  subject- 
ed had  been  severely  and  fully  tested  in  Mexico, 
and  their  deeds  in  the  jiresent  war  were  the  bestof 
all  proof  of  the  competence  of  theireducation.  Years 
ago  it  had  been  the  fashion  in  certain  quarters  to 
attack  this  institution:  it  was  perhaps  a  ])olitical 
and  party  hobby  ni  some  districts;  but  who  now 
was  found  coming  forward  to  assail  it.'  The  country 
had  tried  it,  found  its  effects,  and  proved  them  to 
be  good. 

Mr.  I\lcC.  would  with  great  pleasure  vote  for 
the  amendment.     Pending  the  question — 

The  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  &c. 

Notices  of  motions  tor  leave  to  iiiuoduce  bills  were  given 
under  the  rule — 

13y  Mr.  FCATHERSTON:  Of  !i  bill  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain citizens  of  the  county  of  Lowndes,  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas:  Of  a  bill  regarding  the 
localioii  of  Lovely  doiiaiion  claims  in  Arkansas. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  presented 
under  the  rub-,  and  rclerred  : 

By  Mr.  REVN0LD3:  The  potition  of  Richard  Ames,  a 
soldier  in  ilie  war  ol'lbl2,  for  pay  and  houiity  land. 

By  Mr.  Hi  .'LMES,  of  Ncv.-  Vork  :  Tiic  petition  and  other 
papL'is  of  Anil)  <  iCnapp,  a  soldier  in  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain,  for  rrlicf. 

By  Mr.  BARROW:  The  petition  of  A,  Z.  Donnet,  praying 
conipensatiun  as  Chari;e  d'Afl'aires  at  the  court  of  Portugal 
from  It'th  April  to  2c-th  Ueeembcr,  1841. 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York  :  The  petition  of  sundry  mas- 
ters andownersofsteamboatsanri  vessels  on  the  great  lakes, 
asking  for  an  appropriation  for  the  estalilislimtiit  of  eight 
buoys  on  the  Niagara  Rock,  near  the  harhors  at  Bufl'aloand 
Black  river,  in  the  Slate  of  New  York. 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR:  The  petition  ol  Cornelius  Brown  and 
56  others,  citizen.-;  of  Pike  and  Seinto  countie.-;,  in  the  Slate 
ofOliio,  pi;ijiiig  Coiigie.«s  to  estiihlisii  a  new  mail  luute  lie- 
tween  Piketon  and  the  Sl.'veii  Settlement,  on  Liltle  Scioto, 
in  Beaver  township,  in  said  fike  county;  and  that  a  post 
olfice  he  loe;ited  at  or  near  Charles  Slaven's,  in  said  town- 
ship, to  be  called  "  Gibson"  post  olhce. 

By  Mr.  VVENTWOUTH :  The  petition  of  Isaiah  Wil- 
liams, for  a  pension.  Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  La 
Salle  county,  for  a  mail  route  from  i'eru,  via  Troy  Grove, 
Earlville,  and  Four-mile  Grove,  to  Pawpaw  Grove,  Illinois. ' 
Also,  the  petition  of  Captain  Silas  Ciiatfielri,  for  aiiears  of 
pension. 

By  Mr.  KAUFMAN:  The  petition  of  John  Baldwin,  F. 
Robh,  and  others,  praying  for  alternate  sections  of  land  .situ- 
ate on  the  Louisiana  side  of  Sabine  river,  for  clearing  out 
said  Sahine  river. 

By  Mr.  GALMES:  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  tlie 
city  of  Covington,  in  the  Stale  of  Kentucky,  praying'  for  an 
appropriation  by  Congress  to  repair  the  dam  at  Cumberland 
bar,  on  tlie  Ohio  liver. 

Hy  Mr.  ECKERT:  Two  petitions,  signed  by  242  citizens 
of  Piiiladelplii.i,  praying  the  Government  to  purchase  150 
acres  of  the  Mniint  Vernon  estate,  embracing  the  sepulchre 
and  mansion  of  Washiimton. 

liy  Mr.  TWEEDY:  Tne  petition  of  B.  O.  Conner,  P.  M., 
and-116  others,  for  a  post  roul<'  from  Port  Washington  to 
Fot.d  dii  L.TC,  in  Wiscon  in.  Also,  the  petition  of  H.  M. 
Uiekiiison,  P.  VI.,  and  20.')  others,  for'a  post  route  from 
.l.inesville  to  Madison,  in  Wisconsin,  via  Stone's  lUidge, 
Fulton,  and  Dunkirk.  Also,  the  petition  of  Alviii  Foster 
and  oiheis,  fur  a  post  route  t'rom  Sheboygan  to  the  emiiity 
seat  of  Dodge  county,  -Wisconsin,  via  Horricon  and  Jron 
Works  at  Alaysville.  Also,  the  petition  of  Cyius  Hrbheid 
and  7d  others,  for  a  post  route  from  Summit  to  Fond  ilu  Lac, 
in  Wisconsin,  via  Caminenoc,  Ntaslio,  and  Iron  Works  at 
Maysville.  Also,  the  petition  of  Andrew  E.  Elhnore  and 
•22!)  others,  of  Waukesha  county,  Wisconsin,  praying  for  the 
frecdoin  of  the  public  lands,  in  limited  quantilirvs,  to  aetiial 
settlers,  ;iiid  th:\t  all  trallic  by  the  Govermnent,  or  under  its 
permission,  miiy  be  proliihited  :  of  the  petilioniM's,  who  arc 
respecialili' eiii/.ens  of  Wisconsin,  157  are  owners  and  oc- 
cupants oflanils.  and  several  have  served  with  credit  in  the 
Legi.-l.iliire  and  in  other  important  otiices. 

ByMr.  McLANU:  The  memorial  of  certain  citizens  of 
the  United  Stales,  prajing  for  the  jinrchase  ol'  Mount  Ver- 
non, that  it  may  be  held  as  the  property  of  the  United 
Slates. 

By  .Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri :  A  petition  of  John  Warren 
and  other  citizens  of  Daviess  coniitv,  Missouri,  praying  a 
grant  of  land  t'>  ihe  llaiinilial  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad. 

liy  Mr.  .S'l'U.VIfT,  ol  Miehi-iaii :  'J'he  petition  of  eitizeiis 
of  Van  Bnren  county,  Michiu-an,  for  a  mail  route  from  Paw 
Paw,  vi;i  .Alinena  Centre,  in  said  county,  to  Alamo,  in  Kal- 
amazoo county,  intersecting  at  that  point  the  route  from 
Kalamazoo  to  Otstgo,  in  the  county  ol  Allegan. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  Jlpril  G,  1848. 
Mr.  BENTOlN  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
firm  of  Ward  tX:  Smith,  American  merchants  at 
San  Francisco,  Upper  (Jiilifornia,  asking  to  be  al- 
lowed interest  anil  [U'cmium  for  a  loan  made  by 
them  to  the  United  Stales  ntS;in  Francisco;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 


Mr.  CASS  presented  a  petition  from  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  asking  that  Mount  Vwnon  may 
be  purchased  by  the  General  Government;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Alfairs. 

Mr.  BELL  presented  a  p?tition  from  Western 
Cherokee  Indians,  asking  a  settlement  of  their 
claims  under  the  treaty  of  1846;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  Eliza  Ann  and  Mary  Brewer,  represent- 
atives of  a  deceased  revolutionary  soldier,  asking 
to  be  allowed  bounty  land;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Henry  LaReintree,  asking 
the  interposition  and  influence  of  the  Senate  with 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  procure  the 
appointment  of  purser  in  the  nav"y;  Vv'hich  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

[This  gentleman,  it  appears,  is  secretary  to  the 
Pacific  squadron,  and  is  on  board  the  United  States 
ship  Independence;  he  bases  his  request  on  long 
and  faithful  service,  of  all  which  the  evidence  is 
appended.  The  memorialist  says  in  his  letter,  that 
"  it  is  a  new  mode  of  seeking  an  appointment,  but 
it  is  an  upright  course.  I  rely  on  the  integrity  of 
my  motives  and  the  justness  of  nay  cause."] 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, reported  the  following  House  bills,  without 
amendment:  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Williain  Evans:  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Esther 
Russell;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Fitz- 
water;  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Zilpha  White. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Lorimer  Graham,  late  postmaster  of  the 
city  of  New  York;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  UPHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  representafives  of  Wm.  Russworm. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Commiitee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Wynn;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial 
of  the  administrator  of  Francis  R.  Sanchez. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  declare 
the  true  intent  and  meaning,  so  far  as  respects  the 
franking  privilege  of  members  of  Congress,  of  the 
act  of  the  1st  March,  1845,  &c.;  which  was  read 
a  first  time. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  military 
storekeepers;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

[This  bill  gives  to  those  at  the  armories  of 
Springfield  and  Harper's  Ferry,  and  at  the  ar- 
senals at  Watervliet,  Alleghany,  Watertown,  and 
Washington,  the  pay,  emoluments,  and  allowances 
of  a  major  of  infantry,  and  to  those  attached  to 
all  other  arsenals  and  depots,  the  pay,  emoluments, 
and  allowances  of  a  captain  of  infantry,  the  whole 
to  be  in  lieu  of  the  pay  and  allowances  received 
under  existing  laws.] 

FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  postpone  the  previous 
orders,  and  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
joint  resolution  submitted  by  liim  relating  to  the 
revolution  in  France. 

At  the  request  of  Mr.  Hannegan,  who  promised 
to  renew  it,  the  motion  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  the  message  of  the 
President  was  referred,  reported  the  following  series 
of  resolutions: 

JOINT  RESOLUTION  tcnrieringthe  congratulations  of  the 
United  Stales  to  the  people  of  France. 

Paolved,  iS'c.  That,  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  the 
.^mcriran  people,  the  congratulations  ollhis  (iovermnent 
are  hereby  tendered  to  the  Fieiieh  people  upon  the  recent 
ihiiige  in  their  form  of  government,  iiiid  tlnir  successful 
ellorts  thus  Au  to  found  for  their  country  institutions  similar 
to  oiir  own. 

Jic  it  furl  her  rciolred,  'J'hnt  the  rnodcrntion,  humanity, 
regard  for  order,  and  veneration  for  Christianity  manifested 
livthe  French  people  in  th<^  aceoinplishment  of  their  free- 
dom, in.pire  the  confident  hope  that  tlii'ir  d,lil)er:it!ons  in 
the  orijaiiizalion  of  the  ncwGovc.rnnient  will  be  so  directed, 
under  Providence,  as  to  ensure  the  libeity,  the  trm?  glory, 
and  lh<;  enduring  hairpiaess  of  a  great  and  enlightened  na- 
tion. ' 

})c  il  further  rmolvcrl,  That  Ooiipress  fully  approves  tho 
conduct  of  our  minister,  Richard  linsli.  In  his  prompt  recog- 
nition of  tin;  P,()vi.-.ion  d  GovirniiKnit  ol'Fratice. 

Jhul  he  it  further  rcsoleeil,  That  the'  Pre-ideiit  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stttteg  be,  and  be  ii  licrcb}',  requested  w  trantmil  Iham 
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resolutions  to  the  American  miiiisler  at  Piuis,  with  instruc- 
tions to  (>ie?ent  tiicin  to  the  supreme  authorities  of  tlie 
French  Re-public. 

The  resolution  having  been  read, 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  to  postpone  the  pre- 
vious orders,  as  he  had  pledged  liimselfto  do,  and 
moved  that  the  resolutions  he  had  just  reported  be 
taken  up  conjointly  with  the  resolutions  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  FOOTE  expressed  a  desire  to  make  some 
remarks.  There  had  been  objection  urged  to  an 
expression  in  the  resolutions  of  tlie  Senator  from 
Ohio — "  consolidate  the  principles  of  liberty." 
Now,  he  wished  to  state  that  the  word  selected  by 
the  Senator  was  sustained  by  the  best  scholastic 
authority  in  the  world. 

Mr.  HALE  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  A  mo- 
tion to  postpone  the  previous  orders  vi'as  not  de- 
batable. 

At  the  request  .of  Mr.  Mangdm,  Mr.  HALE 
withdrew  his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  FOOTE  said  he  wished  only  to  say  a  single 
word.  '  The  Senator  from  Connecticut  took  ex- 
ception to  the  word  "  consolidate,"  as  applied  to 
liberty.  Now,  he  (Mr.  F.)  thought  it  was  most 
happily  selected;  it  was  the  best  word  that  could 
have  been  chosen — the  most  scholastic,  and,  which 
wa^  still  better,  it  was  perfectly  in  accordance  with 
the  Fi-ench  idiom,  and  therefore  conveyed  a  pecu- 
liarly graceful  compliment.  He  had  picked  up  the 
last  work  of  Lamartine,  who  was  justly  celebrated 
as  a  literary  man,  a  poet,  an  orator,  and  a  states- 
man; and  he  would  read  a  passage  from  the  second 
volume  of  his  work  on  the  Girondists.  Here  Mr. 
F.  read  an  extract  from  the  French  edition,  (sta- 
ting that  he  translated  literally  as  he  proceeded,) 
to  show  that  the  word  "consolidate"  was  therein 
used  in  reference  to  "  the  results  of  victory."  He 
hoped  no  one,  after  this,  would  question  the  accu- 
racy of  the  expression. 

One  word  more.  Gentlemen  seemed  to  think  so 
much  of  consolidated  power — to  which  he  was  as 
much  opposed  as  any  one — that  they  could  not 
separate  the  words.  He  then  showed  that  the 
word  was  not  only  scholastic,  but  Washingtonian. 
The  word  consolidated  was  first  used  by  Wash- 
ington, in  reference  to  the  consolidation  of  the 
Union.  Tlierefore  it  was  Washingtonian.  He 
would  only  add  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  French 
movement,  because  it  consolidated  the  principles 
ofliljerty. 

Tlie  motion  to  postpone  was  agreed  to  without 
a  division. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  then  moved  to  take  up  all 
the  resolutions  for  consideration;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Hale— 

Mr.  MANGUM  moved  to  strike  out  all  the 
original  resolutions  submitted  by  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  and  insert  the  resolutions  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  R-elations. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  for  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion. His  resolution  was  intended  to  jjive  a  gen- 
eral expression  of  the  feeling  of  one  nation  to  an- 
other. If  we  were  to  adopt  individual  opini'insas 
to  particular  acts,  we  should  never  agree  on  any 
general  form  of  resolution.  It  would  be  necessary 
to  construct  a  resolution  embracing  a  detail  of  all 
the  French  had  done  To  avoid  that  difficulty  he 
had  condensed  his  views  into  a  single  sentence,  so 
as  to  make  it  most  clear  and  simple. 

To  go  into  details  in  order  to  give  a  reason  for 
everything  we  do,  is  to  place  ourselves  rather  in 
the  attitude  of  advisers  than  congratulators.  He 
thought  it  best  to  iml)Ddy  a  general  expression  in 
a  few  sentences,  as  the  only  way  to  obtain  a  gen- 
eral and  prompt  expression  of  the  feelings  of  the 
Senate.  He  should  prefer  his  own  resolution,  on 
account  of  its  plainness  and  simplicity. 

Mr.  NILES  said  his  objection  to  the  resolutions 
was  not  because  of  any  particular  phraseology, 
but  lieciiuse  we  state  in  them  what  is  not  the  fact. 
We  go  beyond  what  has  actually  been  done.  We 
say  a  sovenimerit  has  been  overthrown  and  liberty 
consolidated.  He  presumed  consolidating  liberty 
meant  providing  a  guaranlee  for  the  security  of 
liberty.  This  had  not  been  done.  The  govern- 
ment established  was  merely  temporary;  it  had 
not  yet  been  properly  elected.  It  may,  indeed,  be 
presumed  that  fiublic  opinion  sanctions  it.  The 
results  have  not  yet  been  obtained;  so  that  we  go 
beyond  the  pule  of  history.  He  preferred  the 
resolutions  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign 


Relations,  although   they  did  not  exactly  harmo- 
nize with  his  views. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  said  it  was  not  a  question 
with  him  what  France  was  about  to  do,  but  what 
she  had  done.  He  thought  the  recent  movement 
merited  congratulation,  and  he  expected  that,  not- 
withstanding the  opposition  of  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut,  the  resolutions  would  be  adopted. 
He  then  glanced  at  the  past  life  of  Louis  Philippe, 
who  at  first  was  a  guardian  of  popular  rights,  but 
had  recently  curtailed  the  privileges  of  the  people. 
He  adverted  to  the  manner  in  which,  by  means 
of  a  mean  disguise,  and  through  great  difficulties, 
he  had  escaped  the  personal  consequences  with 
which  his  perfidy  had  menaced  him.  Even  if 
Louis  Philippe  should  be  replaced  on  the  throne 
to-morrow,  he  would  still  vote  for  congratulations, 
because  the  recent  movement  had  solved  one  great 
problem:  that  opinion  is  stronger  than  bayonets. 
If  there  was  no  precedent  for  this  act  of  legislation, 
as  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  had  said,  let  us 
establish  one,  as  it  is  very  probable  that,  before  the 
close  of  the  session,  we  may  be  called  on  to  vote 
similar  congratulations  to  other  countries.  Ireland 
was  ready  to  start;  and  over  Europe -the  flame  of 
liberty  is  spreading.  He  went  most  cordially  for 
the  passage  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  HALE  said  he  did  not  desire  to  protract 
the  discussion.  But  it  had  been  said  that  France 
had  notdone  enough  to  satisfy  ourcold, calculating, 
mathematical  policy.  He  protested  against  this 
idea.  Did  not  the  heart  of  the  mother  yearn  over 
her  new-born  babe,  before  it  is  possible  to  know 
whether  it  can  grow  to  maturity,  or  whether  it 
may  not  perish  in  its  infancy.'  What  had  France 
done.'  The  Senator  from  New  York  undertook  to 
tell  us  what  she  had  done,  and  he  had  expected  to 
hear  something  worth  congratulating  for.  Had 
France  done  nothing  more  than  to  expel  Louis 
Philippe  from  the  throne,  and  drive  him  a  wan- 
derer through  the  country,  he  would  never  have 
congratulated  her  for  that.  But  she  had  done  more 
than  that;  she  had  not  limited  her  views  of  hberty 
to  any  particular  hue  or  complexion  of  men,  but 
had  proclaimed  liberty  to  all.  And  this  was  more 
worthy  of  admiration  than  the  overthrow  of  an 
hundred  kings.  Nations  have  their  crises  as  well 
as  individuals.  There  is  a  moral  Rubicon  to  be 
crossed  as  v/ell  as  a  natural  one.  France  was 
in  this  difficult  and  perilous  passage,  and  he  would 
mingle  some  words  of  advice  with  the  language  of 
congratulation,  lest  she  might  yet  falter  in  her 
course.  He  referred  to  the  idea  thrown  out  at  tlie 
period  of  our  Revolution  that  this  Republic  was  to 
be  the  last  hope  and  asylum  of  human  liberty;  and 
added  that  he  had  latterly  felt  strong  apprehejisions 
that  the  realization  of  that  idea  was  not  lifiely  to 
be  given  to  the  world.  He  saw,  indeed,  the  sun 
of  freedom  rising  in  radiant  splendor  up  the  eastern 
horizon,  and  he  indulged  the  hope  that  the  success 
of  human  liberty  would  yet  be  secured;  so  that  if 
we  should  fail  to  redeem  the  pledge  we  had  given 
to  the  world,  when  our  tale  shall  be  told,  another 
nation  will  be  found  to  carry  out  what  we  have 
not  done. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  then  addressed  the  Senate 
in  support  of  the  resolutions  reported  by  him. 
He  expiessed  his  fervent  desire  that  tiie  revolution 
which  had  so  well  commenced  would  be  carried 
through  without  the  shedding  of  a  drop  of  human 
blood?  He  explained  to  his  friend  from  Ohio  that 
he  did  not  propose  to  interfere  with  his  resolutions, 
as  he  would  show  by  his  vote.  But  he  preferred 
the  resolutions  reported  by  the  committee.  He 
went  for  the  spirit  of  the  resolutions.  The  reso- 
lutions he  had  reported  were  merely  an  imbodi- 
menl  of  the  public  sentiment,  an  echo  of  the  opin- 
ions of  every  man  in  the  coimtry,  of  every  laborer 
round  the  Capitol.  He  referred  to  the  action  of 
our  Government  in  the  revolution  of  1789,  when 
Louis XVI.  communicated  (o  General  Washington 
the  fact  that  he  had  signed  the  constitution  pressed 
on  him  by  the  National  Convention.  General 
Washington  communicated  that  information  to 
Congress,  and  Congress  replied  by  resolutions. 
Here,  then,  was  something  like  a  precedent.  He 
disliked  the  word.  But  if  we  had  no  exact  prece- 
dent, it  was  because  the  event  itself  was  without 
precedent. 

He  had  heard  suggestions  from  the  distinguished 
Senators  from  South  Carolina  and  Connecticut 
that  it  was  too  early  to  adopt  these  resolutions. 
So  he  had  himself  thought  at  first.  But  reflection 
had  led  hiin  to  think  tlifferenily,  and  as  he  could 


see  no  ill  consequences  likely  to  result  from  the 
passage  of  the  resolutions,  he  would  vote  for  im- 
mediate action.  When  liberty  and  humanity  had 
been  laid  in  a  common  grave,  monarchs  had  ex- 
changed congratulations;  and  now,  when  new-born 
France  stretches  out  her  hand  and  invites  us  by 
her  infant  smiles,  shall  we  hesitate  to  cheer  aTid 
sustain  her.'  If  there  was  anything  in  these  reso- 
lutions at  war  with  the  usages  of  nations,  oragainst 
the  courtesy  of  international  intercourse,  he  would 
-pause  before  he  gave  liis  sanction  to  the  resolu- 
tions. But  he  saw  nothing  of  the  kind  in  them. 
It  was  not  impossible  that  before  the  present  sun 
may  set  we  may  have  information  that  every  gov- 
ernment of  Europe  has  recognized  the  act  of  the 
French  people.  He  complimented  our  minister 
on  his  promptitude;  said  he  had  tremlvled  lest  Mr. 
Rush  should  have  proved  derelict,  in  which  case 
he  could  not  have  safely  returned  home;  and  quo- 
ted language  imputed  by  a  correspondent  to  M. 
Lamartine,  that  two  things  which  had  occurred 
had  given  him  peculiar  delight — the  advances  of 
the  nimcio  of  the  Pope  and  of  the  minister  of  the 
United  States. 

He  briefly  adverted  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
revolution  had  been  accomplished;  and  expressed 
his  entire  confidence  in  the  discretion  and  sagacity 
of  the  French  people  for  the  support  of  those  bril- 
liant intellects  to  whom  their  destinies  had  for  the 
present  been  intrusted.  The  spirit  of  liberty  was 
now  afoot,  traversing  the  whole  world,  and  he  an- 
ticipated the  general  emancipation  of  the  human 
race  from  thraldom  and  tyratiny.  All  this  was  to 
be  traced  to  our  example,  and  we  had  some  reason 
to  be  proud  of  the  laurels  which  our  fathers  had 
gained  in  the  cause  of  freedom. 

He  was  authorized  to  say  that  if  any  of  these  re- 
solutions should  pass  before  midnight,  they  would 
be  forwarded  by  express  to  go  by  the  Cambria, 
which  sails  on  Saturday  from  the  United  States. 
He  would  now  say  that  he  would  not  stop  here; 
but,  if  the  acts  of  the, Convention — to  assemble  on 
the  29th  instant — should  realize  the  hopes  we  in- 
dulge, he  would  send  out  such  an  embassy  as  had 
never  before  gone  from  our  shores  to  congratulate 
and  fraternize  with  the  French  people. 

Mr.  ALLEN  then  expressed  his  gratification  at 
the  manner  in  which  the  Senator  from  Indiana  had 
referred  to  his  (Mr.  A. 's)  course  in  olTering  his 
resolutions.  He  went  on  to  remark  on  the  debate 
which  took  place  on  the  question  of  sending  a 
charge  to  Rome,  and  to  some  observations  which 
had  fallen  from  him  in  the  warmth  of  discussion, 
in  wliich  he  had  expressed  a  hope  that  Congress 
would,  before  the  termination  of  the  session,  pass 
a  resolution  congratulating  the  French  people.  In 
conformity  with  that  suggestion,  he  had  felt  him- 
self called  on  to  offer  the  resolutions.  He  did  not 
think  there  could  be  any  objection  to  congratulat- 
ing France,  but  there  might  very  probably,  and 
very  )3roperly,  be  differences  as  to  tlie  exact  form 
in  which  the  resolutions  should  be  clothed. 

Mr.  DOWNS  said,  he  should  be  satisfied  with 
either  of  the  resolutions  which  were  before  the 
Senate;  but  he  was  compelled  to  say  a  few  words 
on  the  subject  of  the  revolution  itself,  in  conse- 
quence of  what  had  fallen  from  him  on  a  previous 
day.  He  went  on  to  advocate  the  cause  of  the 
French  people  up  to  this  time,  and  to  distinguish 
the  progress  of  tliis  revolution  from  that  of  the  old 
revolution,  referring  to  the  error  committed  by  the 
leaders  in  the  latter  in  setting  up  the  Goddess  of 
Reason,  and  throwing  olf  all  allegiance  to  a  super- 
intendnig  Providence.  In  the  present  revolution, 
morality  and  liberty  went  hand  in  hand,  and  some 
dignitaries  of  the  church  had  eloquently  sustained 
the  cause  of  freedom.  He  stated  that  France  asked 
no  aid  from  us  further  than  our  cheering  and  sus- 
taining voice;  and  we  ought  to  cheer  and  support 
her  in  her  cause,  for  our  own  sake  as  well  as  tor 
hers.  It  would  strengthen  our  own  system.  And 
if  France  should  hereafter  need  advice,  we  shall 
stand  in  a  position  to  enable  us  to  oiler  it  with 
efiecl.  He  lead  extracts  from  letters  which  had 
come  into  his  hands  from  Paris,  in  order  to  show 
that  the  revolution  was  passing  oil"  quietly  and 
without  any  disasters. 

iVlr.  DAVTON  said  he  would  have  been  much 
better  satisfied  if  the  Senator  from  Ohio  had  con- 
sented to  let  these  resolutions  lie  over  until  the  first 
or  second  Monday  in  May.  He  thouu;ht  that  if 
the  laborers  round  the  Capitol  were  shaking  hands 
with  each  other,  the  Senate  within  was  on;;agt4 
pretty  much  in  tiie  same  way.     Thia  might^do 
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well  enough  for  us  as  individuals,  but  it  did  not 
become  us  as  a  legislative  body.  If  we  are  fo  con- 
gratulate a  people  on  consolidating  liberty,  we 
should  first  be  sure  that  liberty  is  consolidated,  or 
perhaps  when  we  send  them  out,  the  return  may 
be  non  est.  It  was  said  that  it  was  right  to  ofter 
congratulations  when  a  child  was  born.  True;  but 
he  would  wait  until  it  wag  born.  France  had  not 
yet  been  delivered — she  may  miscarry-  He  refer- 
red to  the  haste  with  which  results  were  achieved, 
by  a  mere  stroke  of  a  pen — the  emancipation  of  a 
hundred  thousand  slaves,  without  providing  any 
recompense  for  the  owners — the  redemption  of 
pledges  from  the  pawnlu'okers — the  conversion  of 
the  Tuileries  into  a  hospital.  All  these  were  done 
by  a  set  of  intelligent  men,  who  were  only  a  quasi 
government,  and  might  \ie  displaced  as  rapidly  as 
they  were  elevated.  It  becomes  us  to  do  things 
decently  and  in  order,  and  he  thought  a  month's 
delay  could  not  diniini.sh  the  value  of  the  congrat- 
ulations. It  would  give  him  great  pleasure  to  vote 
for  the  resolutions  after  we  have  had  time  to  ascer- 
tain the  result. 

Mr.  JOHJN'SON.  of  Georgia,  objected  to  delay. 
He  did  not  think  that  a  month  would  be  sufficient 
to  enable  us  to  know  the  precise  result  of  the  great 
movement  which  had  taken  place.  It  might  re- 
quire the  lapse  of  a  year  before  the  French  can 
have  matured  their  system  of  government.  It 
occupied  much  time  before  our  Constitution  was 
matured,  and  it  had  only  grown  with  our  growth, 
and  strengthened  with  our  strength.  And  still  our 
Government  is  yet  considered  by  foreign  nations 
as  merely  an  cxpermient.  "VVe  could  not,  there- 
fore, reasonably  expect  that  a  month  would  enable 
us  to  come  to  a  more  correct  judgment  than  we 
can  now  arrive  at.  He  had  doubts  at  first,  but 
they  had  been  dispelled  by  the  message  from  the 
President. 

He  said  he  should  give  his  vote  in  favor  of  the 
resolutions  reported  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eisn  Relations.  He  did  not  object  to  the  word 
"  consolidate"  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  but  he  objected  to  a  statement  which 
went  beyotid  the  fact  when  it  indicated  that  the 
French  people  had  succeeded.  He  would  not  con- 
gratulate them  on  their  success,  but  he  was  willing 
to  say  success  so  far.  They  had  only  decreed  a 
Republic,  but  the  Republic  had  not  yet  been  estab- 
lished. He  read  a  long  extract,  to  prove  that  the 
French  people  had  acted  with  great  moderation 
throughout  the  whole  movement  hitherto,  and  that 
under  the  whole  of  the  decrees  of  the  new  govern- 
ment there  lay  the  elements  of  public  liberty.  A 
movement  in  favor  of  public  freedom  anywhere 
would  call  forth  the  sympathy  of  our  citizens,  but 
a  movement  in  France  produced  recollections  and 
as.socialions  of  a  peculiar  nature,  calculated  to  ex- 
cite in  us  the  warmest  sympathies. 

He  expressed  his  deep  regret  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  had 
been  introduced,  because  it  was  calculated  to  dis- 
turb the  unanimity  with  which  these  resolutions 
ought  to  pass.  The  United  States  minister  had 
already  anticipated  the  action  of  Congress,  and  his 
course  having  been  approved  by  the  President,  the 
rejection  of  the  resolutions  would  amount  to  a  vote 
of  censure  on  the  Executive. 

Mr.  PHELPS  said  he  agreed  with  his  country- 
men in  rejoicing  at  every  advance  of  human  lib- 
erty; but  he  was  opposed  to  any  hasty  action  of 
Congress,  for  the  purpose  of  congratulating  the 
French  people,  until  we  have  knowledge  of  the 
events  which  must  occur  before  it  is  consum- 
mrtled. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  he  desired  to  make  some 
remiiiks,  and  as  the  hour  was  late,  he  moved  that 
the  Senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  HANNeGAN  requested  the  Senator  from 
Texas  to  withdraw  his  motion.  It  was  desirable 
to  pass  theiesolutions  to-night,  in  order  that  they 
mny  1)6  tran.omitted  by  the  Cambria,  which  will 
sail  at  twelve  o'clock  on  Saturday.  If  the  vote 
WHS  not  taken  this  evening,  there  was  no  proba- 
bility that  the  resolutions  wnidd  be  again  acted  on 
before  the  assembling  of  the  French  Convention 
on  the  20th.  He  had  an  understanding  with  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  by  which  he  was  pledged 
to  assist  in  di.ifiosing  of  the  judii  iarv  bill  to-mor- 
row and  Saturday,  and  next  week  he  had  prom- 
ised to  aid  in  having  the  California  bill  acted  on. 
So  that  he  hoped  the  motion  would  be  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  the  delay  of  a  day  could 


be  of  no  great  importance.  The  President's  mes- 
sage v/ould  go  out  by  the  Cainbria,  and  this  would 
satisfy  France  as  to  the  disposition  of  our  Govern- 
ment to  sympathize  with  her. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion;  and  they  were  ordered,  when 

Mr.  HOUSTON  withdrew  the  motion. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  expressed  a  wish  to  speak, 
and  renewed  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr,  HANNEGAN  renewed  his  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  it  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Badger,  Bnldwin,  Bell,  Butler,  Greene, 
Hall",  Phelps,  Sprunnce,  and  Underuood — 9. 

NAYS — .^Icssrs.  Allen,  Asliley,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Bag- 
by,  Benton,  Breese,  Clarke,  Criltendcn,  Davis  ot'Mississippi, 
DickiHson,  Di.\,  Douglas,  Downs,  Felch,  Foote,  Hannegan, 
Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  ot'  Georgia,  J^^ewis,  Mason, 
Moor,  Niles,  Rusk,  Turney,  and  VVestcott — 20- 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  Underwood  ap- 
proving of  the  movement  in  France,  as  far  as  it 
had  gone,  but  expressing  doubt  as  to  the  propriety 
of  congratulation  before  the  work  was  finished — 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Hale's  motion 
to  amend,  which  wnsdecided  in  the  negative:  Yeal, 
nays  28;  Mr.  Hale  being  absent,  and  Mr.  Phelps 
only  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  CASS  then  addressed  the  Senate  in  favor 
of  the  resolutions  of  Mr.  Allen. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Mangum  to  strike  out  the  resolutions  of  Mr. 
Allen,  and  insert  the  series  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  decided  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Clarke,  Davis  of 
Mississippi,»Di.\,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Georgia, 
Lewis,  Mason,  Niles,  Phelps,  and  Turney — 13. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Alherton, 
Breese,  Cass,  Crittenden,  Dickinson,  Douglas,  Downs, 
Felch,  Footp,  Hannegan,  Houston,  Moor,  Rusk,  Spruance, 
Underwood,  and  VVestcott — 19. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Mr.  CRITTENDEN, 
Mr.  BUTLER,  and  Mr.  DAVIS  of  Mississippi, 
the  question  was  put  on  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tions, and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Asliley,  Atchison,  Atherlon,  Bell, 
Bradbury,  Breese,  Butler,  Cass,  Clarke,  Crittenden,  Davis 
of  Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Douglas,  Downs,  Felch, 
Foote,  Hale,  Hannegan,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Maryland, 
Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Mason,  Moor,  Niles,  Rusk,  Spru- 
ance, Turney,  Underwood,  and  VVestcott — 32. 

NAYS— None. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  as  passed: 

Resolved,  S'c.,  That  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  tlie  congratulations  of  Congress  are  hereby  ten- 
dered to  the  people  of  France  upon  the  success  of  their 
recent  efforts  to  consolidate  the  principles  of  liberty  in  a 
republican  form  of  governmrnt. 

J}7id  he  it  further  resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  he  is  ht^reby,  requested  to  transmit  this 
resolution  to  the  American  minister  at  Paris,  with  instruc- 
tions to  present  it  to  the  French  Government. 

At  half-past  six  o'clock,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  Jipril  7,  1848. 

Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  payment  of  navy  pensions  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1849. 

Also,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Post  Office  Departinent  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1849. 

Also,  the  bill  which  was  referred  to  the  cotnmit- 
tee,  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1849,  with  sundry 
amendments;  which  bills  were  severally  twice  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  asked  the  House  to  take  up 
the  joint  resolution  just  received  from  the  Senate, 
tendering  the  congratulations  of  the  United  States 
to  the  French  people. 

Objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was  not 
taken  up. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  asked  the  House  to  take  up 
the  bill  providing  for  the  ventilation  of  passenger 
vessels,  and  for  other  purposes. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  taken  up, 
considered,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
currence. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  on  leave,  intro- 
duced the  following  resolution;  which  was  odopt- 
ed: 

Resolved,  Tlmt  tlic  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions 
bo  instrncied  to  inquira  into  the  couseH  of  the  extraordinary 


delay  in  the  transaction  of  the  business  at  the  Pension  Office, 
and  that  tliey  report,  at  the  earliest  day  practicable,  such 
measure  as  may,  in  iheir  jmlgment,  be  necessary  to  ensure 
a  more  prompt  and  eliicient  di.-^position  of  business  in  that 
bureau. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecti- 
cut, the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  private  calendar,  (Mr.  Thomp- 
son, of  Mississippi,  in  the  chair,) — this  being  one 
of  the  days  on  which,  under  the  rule,  the  calendar 
is  to  be  called  over,  and  those  bills  to  which  no  ob- 
jection is  made,  to  be  acted  upon  without  debate. 

The  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  George  Fisher,  deceased,  was  first 
taken  up. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  moved  an  amendment,  which 
was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  laid  aside 
to  be  reported  to  the  House. 

The  following  bills  were  taken  up,  considered, 
and  ordered  to  be  reported  to  the  House  without 
amendment: 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Engels,  sen. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Converse,  widow 
of  Josiah  Converse. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  John  Percival,  cap- 
tain in  the  United  States  navy. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  H.  Carrington,  executor  of 
Paulina  Le  Grand,  deceased. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Reynolds. 

Bill  granting  a  pension  to  John  Morrison. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Harding. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  John  S-  Conger. 

Joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  H.  M.  Barney. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  D.  Caldwell,  wife  of 
James  H.  Brigham. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Edna  Hickman,  wife  of  Al- 
exander D.  Peck. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  William  M.  Blackford,  late 
charge  d'aflfaires  to  the  Republic  of  New  Granada. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Hutinack. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Eliza  S.  Roberts. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Seth  Morton. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Johnson. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Christopher  H.  Fix,  of 
Texas. 

Mr.  SAWYER  here  moved  that  the  committee 
rise. 

The  question  was  put,  and  there  were  ayes  7, 
noes  83. 

A  quorum  not  voting — 

The  Chairman  ordered  the  Clerk  to  call  the  roll, 
in  compliance  with  the  126th  rule  of  the  House,  in 
order  "  that  the  names  of  the  absentees  might  be 
reported  to  the  House,  to  be  entered  on  the  Jour- 
nal." 

The  call  having  been  completed,  the  committee 
rose,  and  the  Chairman  reported  that  the  commit- 
tee, having  found  itself  without  a  quorum,  the  roll 
was  called,  and  that  154  members  had  answered  to 
their  names. 

After  making  the  foregoing  report,  the  commit- 
tee resumed  its  session,  and,  after  some  time  spent 
thei'ein, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RICHARDSON,  the  commit- 
tee rose,  and  the  Chairman  reported  the  action  of 
the  committee  on  the  above-mentioned  bills. 

A  motion  was  made  that  when  the  House  ad- 
journs, it  will  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 
The  question  was  decided  in  the  negative,  byyeaa 
56,  nays  97. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  foregoing  bills  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  concur- 
ed  in  the  action  of  the  committee,  and  the  bills  were 
severally  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  McLANE  asked  the  House  to  take  up  the 
resolution  from  the  Senate  tendering  the  congratu- 
lations of  the  United  Slates  to  the  French  people. 
It  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  GREGORY  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion, which  was  read;  but,  before  any  action  was 
taken, 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  .Ipril  7,  1848. 
Mr.  MANGUM  rose  to  inquire  if  the  resolu- 
tions which  passed   the  Senate  last  evening  were 
still  in  the  possession  of  the  Senate,  so  as  to  en- 
able him  to  move  their  reconsideration? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  replied  that  they  were 
out  of  the  possession  of  the  Senate. 
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Mr.  MANGUM  said  he  would  have  wished  an 
opportunity  to  reconsider  the  resolutions,  in  order 
to  give  Senators,  who  were  absent,  an  opportu- 
nity to  record  their  votes  for  them.  He  would 
have  voted  for  tiie  resolutions  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  had  he  beeYi  present,  although  he  preferred 
those  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations. The  Senator  from  Indiana  had  pledged 
himself  to  support  the  resolutions  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  and  therefore  whs  compelled  to  take 
that  course.  He  particularly  regretted,  consider- 
ing the  delicate  position  of  the  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana, that  he  (Mr.  M.)  had  not  been  here  to  take 
cliarge  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations.  He  had  hoped  the  vote  would 
have  been  merely  recorded  as  unanimous,  without 
the  formality  of  taking  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  ALLEN  explained  that  he  dki  not  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  for  that  very  reason.  He  would 
have  preferred  to  see  it  recorded  as  a  unanimous 
vote. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  communicated  a  mes- 
sage from  the  President,  transmitting  information 
called  for  by  a  resolution,  respecting  the  claims  of 
Captain  McClellan's  corps;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  in  the  trial  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Fremont,  together  with  the  let- 
ters between  Colonel  Fremont  and  the  Adjutant 
General,  on  the  resignation  of  the  former;  which 
were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  some  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
Michigan  in  relation  to  Sault  de  Ste.  Marie;  which 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  citizens,  praying  for  the 
purchase  of  Mount  Vernoh;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  also  in  favor  of  the 
purchase  of  Mount  Vernon;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MASON,  Friday  and  Satur- 
day of  next  week  were  ordered  to  be  set  apart  for 
the  consideration  of  private  bills  on  the  calendar. 

Mr.    ATHERTON,    from    the   Committee  on  I 
Finance,  reported  the   Indian  appropriation  bill, 
with  amendments,  and  gave  notice  that  he  should 
call  it  up  on  Tuesday  week. 

Mr.  UPHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  made  adverse  reports  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Nancy  Haggard  and  others. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  D. 
Grandin,  and  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  lands 
purchased  from  the  Saginaw  Indians;  which  were 
read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  bona  fide  settlers  under  the  act 
for  the  armed  occupation  of  Florida;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  in 
relation  to  the  terms  of  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  of  the  United  States  in  and  for  the  judicial 
district  of  New  Jersey;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  to  prevent  the  importation  of  adul- 
terated drugs  or  medicines;  which  was  read  a  first 
time. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for 
the  repair  and  improvement  of  the  dam  at  the  head 
of  Cumberland  Island,  in  the  Ohio  river;  which 
was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  BELL  urged  immediate  action  on  the  bill; 
but  objection  whs  made. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  House  bill  to  make  Ship  Island,  in  the 
collection  district  of  Pearl  river,  a  port  of  delivery, 
and  to  authorize  the  af)pointnient  of  a  deputy  col- 
lector of  said  port,  with  amendments,  which  were 
concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  CASS  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to  provide 
for  the  calling  out  of  twenty  additional  regiments 
of  volunteers;  but,  at  the  sujrgestion  of  Senators 
round  him,  he  withdrew  his  motion. 
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SUPREME  COURT  BILL. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  the  Senate 
postponed  the  previous  orders, and  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  concerning  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States. 

The  hill  was  then  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BUTLER  said  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  and  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to 
say  that  the  bill  received  the  assent  of  only  a  ma- 
jority of  the  committee.  The  greatest  objection 
he  had  heard  against  it  was  that  advanced  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  who  asserted  that  it  was 
intended  to  cut  loose  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  from  the  States.  He  would  say  he, 
for  one,  in  supporting  the  bill,  entertained  no  such 
intention.  The  accumulated  cases  before  the  Su- 
preme Court  rendered  some  measui-e  of  this  kind 
necessary,  judgments  being  suspended  for  three 
or  four  years,  because  of  the  impossibility  of  reach- 
ing them.  He  went  on  to  show  that  no  harm  could 
arise  from  passing  the  bill,  while  much  would  be 
prevented  by  passing  it. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  said  he  was  one  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  committee  who  voted  against  the  bill, 
and  he  had  seen  no  reason  since  to  change  his 
views.  He  opposed  the  bill  partly  for  the  reasons 
so  cogently  urged  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
and  partly  because  he  thought  the  delay  in  deciding 
on  cases  before  the  Supreme  Court  could,  in  all 
cases,  be  remedied  by  tiie  parties  or  by  the  court. 
The  passage  of  the  bill  he  regarded  as  dangerous 
to  the  system.  The  present  system  worked  very 
well,  and  he  did  not  v/ish  to  see  it  changed. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  also  regarded  the  bill  as  danger- 
ous, and  he  could  not,  therefore,  give  it  his  support. 
He  stated  that  an  opinion  prevailed  even  among 
the  judges  themselves,  that  it  was  unconstitutional 
for  Congress  to  compel  the  judges  to  perform  cir- 
cuit duties.  He  looked  back  into  the  early  history 
of  our  Judiciary,  and  expressed  his  belief  that  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  performed  harder  du- 
ties than  are  performed  now.  He  expressed  his 
conviction  that  from  the  year  1789  to  this  time, 
every  movement  for  the  relief  of  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  had  emanated  from  the  judges 
themselves.  If  he  was  mistaken  in  this  fact,  it  vvas 
after  the  closest  examination  he  had  been  able  to 
give  to  the  subject.  The  law  of  1793,  which  gave 
relief  to  the  court,  continued  in  force  until  1802. 
They  had  been  accustomed  to  meet  on  the  first 
Monday  in  February;  subsequently  the  time  was 
changed  to  the  first  Monday  in  January,  and  lat- 
terly to  the  first  Monday  in  December.  Other  re- 
liefs have  been  given,  yet  the  docket  had  been 
gradually  on  the  increase;  so  that  the  lengthening 
of  the  time  has  not  had  the  effect  of  diminishing 
the  business,  which  has  fallen  in  arrear.  During 
the  last  term  about  forty-one  cases  were  disposed 
of,  comparing  very  unfavorably  with  the  number 
of  cases  in  the  State  courts,  where  there  is  as  much 
talent  and  legal  ability  as  in  the  Supreme  Court. 
One  third  of  the  appeals  came  from  Louisiana  and 
Arkansas,  yet  we  do  not  hear  from  these  States  a 
single  application  for  this  bill.  It  has  emanated 
from  the  Supreme  Court  itself. 

He  then  referred  to  the  unsuccessful  attempts 
made  from  time  to  time  to  relieve  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  from  circuit  duties,  and  to  give  them 
other  privileges. 

He  proceeded  to  read  a  project  which  he  had 
prepared  by  way  of  amendment  to  this  bill,  which 
he  felt  authorized  to  say  was  approved  by  some  of 
the  judges  themselves. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  asked  on  what 
authority  he  said  this? 

Mr.  ASHLEY  said,  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  had  told  him  so  in  conversation,  and  he  pre- 
sumed they  made  no  secret  of  their  opinions.  The 
principal  feature  in  the  project  was,  the  substitution 
of  United  Statesdistrict  judges  as  circuit  judges  for 
the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  A  bill  had  been 
introduced  in  the  House  of  Representatives  making 
some  change  in  the  present  system,  by  which  four 
judges  were  empowered  to  hold  an  adjourned  court 
to  dispose  of  the  ordinary  business  of"  the  Supreme 
Court — their  judgment,  when  concurred  in  by  the 


whole  four  judges,  to  be  final.  He  believed  the 
present  bill  would  not  have  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives,  had  it  not  been  limited  to  one  year, 
during  which  it  was  understood  that  a  system 
would  be  prepared.  He  did  not  think  that,  after 
the  census  of  1850,  the  western  jieoplc  would  send 
their  lawyers  to  Washington,  and  their  cases  there 
fordecision.  Hestated  atsomelength  his  objections 
to  the  bill,  and  pointed  out  some  evils  which  would 
result  from  taking  away  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  from  circuit  duties.  He  believed,  that  if  the 
Supreme  Court  meet  in  May  and  sit  until  Decem- 
ber, there  will  then  be  more  cases  on  the  docket 
than  there  are  now,  because  the  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple have  not  that  confidence  in  the  district  judges 
which  they  have  in  reference  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
Out  of  the  thirty-one  district  judges,  there  is  not 
half  of  them  in  whom  the  people  repose  any  con- 
fidence. The  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  em- 
brace the  best  legal  talents  in  the  country;  and,  to 
secure  such,  salaries  are  given  which  will  tempt 
such  talents  to  the  bench.  He  believed  the  friends 
of  the  bill  did  not  contemplate  any  change  in  the 
system,  but  he  did  not  acquit  the  first  movers  of 
the  measure  of  such  motives.  He  did  not  think 
that  our  Supreme  Court  had  shown  much  energy 
in  their  measures  to  facilitate  the  despatch  of  cases. 
It  had  adopted  a  rule  making  it  imperative  that 
only  two  lawyers  should  be  heard  on  one  side,  but 
it  gave  those  lawyers  such  a  latitude  of  argument 
that  they  might  be  as  excursive  as  they  chose, 
talking  about  ethics  or  religion,  or  any  other  sub- 
ject which  might  be  agreeable.  He  intimated  that 
this  bill  was  brought  forward  at  the  instigation  of 
the  judges,  and  that  its  introduction  was  purpose- 
ly d(3layed  until  the  eve  of  the  adjourntnent  of  the 
court,  when  it  was  pressed  as  necessary  to  be  acted 
on  immediately  or  never. 

Mr.  DAYTON.  I  desire  to  make  a  very  few 
remarks  on  this  bill.  Of  course  I  do  not  propose 
to  follow  the  chairman  of  the  committee  from 
whom  this  bill  came,  through  all  his  objections. 
We  considered  them  in  committee, and  did  not  re- 
gard them  as  militating  against  tjie  merits  of  the 
bill,  which  lie  within  a  much  narrower  compass 
than  that  which  has  been  assumed  by  the  honora- 
ble Senator  from  Arkansas.  It  is  proper,  in  the 
first  place,  to  look  to  the  evil  which  this  nieasure 
is  designed  to  remedy.  There  are  now  upon  the 
list,  as  I  am  informed  by  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Crittenden,]  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  cases  undisposed  of;  fifty- two  cases  having 
been  disposed  of  at  the  last  session  of  the  court. 
Assuming,  then,  that  the  same  progress  shall  be 
made  at  future  sessions  of  the  court,  it  will  require 
three  or  four  years  to  dispose  of  the  calendar,  while 
if  the  present  measure  of  relief  be  granted,  you 
can  dispose  substantially  of  the  aggregate  of  the 
calendar  in  a  single  year — rubbing  out  old  scores, 
and  giving  the  court  a  new  docket.  Such  is  the 
present  state  of  the  calendar  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  such  is  the  object  sought  to  be  attained  by  the 
bill  now  before  the  Senate. 

Now,  what  are  the  objections  urged  against  the 
passage  of  tlie  bill  ?  Why,  first,  it  is  objected  that 
the  bill  originates  with  the  judges,  and  that  every 
other  bill  relative  to  the  Supreme  Court,  from  1789 
to  this  hour,  originated  with  them,  or  through  their 
instrumentality.  Now,  who  are  properly  to  be 
supposed  to  be  most  familiar  with  the  business  of 
the  court,  and  most  anxious  for  its  prompt  despatch.' 
Sir,  we  are  not  to  assume  that  the  judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  are  any  other 
than  high-minded,  upright,  and  honorable  men, 
desirous  of  discharging  with  fidelity  and  efficiency 
the  high  functions  imposed  upon  them  bylaw.  It 
is  surely  no  more  than  just  to  those  gentlemen,  to 
give  them  that  degree  of  credit.  The  court  is,  then, 
the  very  source  from  which  such  a  measure  should 
emanate  with  propriety,  because  it  is  a  source  that 
acts  withlightand  knowledge.  And, pray,  whence 
does  that  very  bill  which  the  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas now  proposes  as  the  bill  upon  which  Congress 
ought  to  act,  emanate?  From  a  majority  of  the 
judges  of  that  court;  and  permit  me  to  say,  that 
from  consideration  of  the  measure  in  committee,  I 
am  satisfied,  that  if  adopted,  it  will  produca  tlio 
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very  evil  which  the  Senator,  and  those  who  think 
with  him,  deprecate  so  much — the  separation  of 
the  court  fioni  the  State  judicatures,  and  its  con- 
tinual session  here  as  a  central,  absolute  power. 
That  is  the  measure  of  all  others  most  likely  to 

Froduce  the  result  which  the  Senator  dreads.  But 
refrain  from  any  remark  on  that  bill  till  it  comes 
before  us.  At  present,  we  have  to  deal  with  this 
temporary  law.  It  provides  for  the  evil.  It  ap- 
plies a  remedy  suggested  by  the  court  itself.  Is 
there  anything  really  in  the  objection,  that  the 
design  is  to  undermine  the  present  system,  and 
obtain  for  the  court  the  power  of  sitting  here  con- 
tinually, cutting  itself  altogether  loose  from  the 
States?  I  appeal  to  the  intelligence,  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  members  of  the  Senate,  as  to  the  character 
of  the  judges  presiding  in  that  court,  and  ask 
■whether  it  is  possible  that  such  a  design  can  be  en- 
tertained by  them?  Those  most  deeply  interested 
in  that  court  come  here  and  say,  "  our  docket  is 
encumbered  by  upwards  of  one  liundred  and  sixty 
cases.  A  case  coming  up  now  cannot  be  reached 
within  several  years.  We  ask  of  you  only  to 
allowa  prolongation  of  the  term,  from  three  months 
to  one  year.  Wc  ask  no  additional  remuneration 
— no  additional  privileges.  We  ask  only  the  priv- 
ilege of  laboring  continuously  for  one  year,  for 
the  purpose  of  disposing  of  all  the  cases  on  the 
docket."  Such  is  the  appeal  and  request  of  the 
court;  and  now  gentlemen  object,  that  this  mere- 
ly covers  a  design  to  undermine  the  present  sys- 
tem, and  establish  a  court  that  is  to  live  here 
for  all  time  to  come,  independent  of  the  States. 
Permit  me  to  ask  the  Senate  with  all  respect,  to 
look  at  the  case  as  it  really  exists.  There  are  one 
hundred  and  sixty  cases  on  the  docket,  and  the 
court,  with  no  disposition  in  the  world  to  get  rid 
of  labor,  ask  only,  that  instead  of  being  compelled 
to  adjourn  at  the  end  of  three  months,  they  may 
be  allowed  to  labor  till  the  end  of  the  year.  One 
might  reasonably  imagine,  that  this  was  a  case  in 
which  any  impeachment  of  the  motives  of  the  court 
was  utterly'impossible. 

I  know,  perfectly  well,  that  there  are  some  incon- 
veniences which  may  result  from  the  passage  of 
this  temporary  law,  growing  out  of  the  condition 
in  which  appeals  from  the  district  courts  may  re- 
main during  the  current  year.   These  appeals  may, 
to  a  certain  extent,  remain  undisposed  of,  but  is  a 
comparatively  small   evil,  as  compared  with  the 
great  good  which  is  to  be  accomplished  by  the  relief 
of  the  docket.     Gentlemen  tell  us  that  delay  is  not 
unusual;  that  in  the  courts  of  New  York,  for  in- 
stance, cases  stand  for  some  length  of  time.  I  grant 
it;  and  that  very  evil  has  put  the  courts  of  New 
York  under  foot.     It  has  destroyed  them;  it  has 
uprooted  and  overturned  the  v/hole  judicial  system 
of  that  State.     The  evil  has  gone  on  increasing, 
from  year  to  year,  till  the  people  demolished  the 
courts  altogether.     Permit  me  to  say  that  the  evil, 
if  unchecked,  will  have  the  same  result  here.     No 
business  community  will,  for  any  great  length  of 
time,  submit  to  the  suspension  of  business  opera- 
tions for  three  or  four  years  together,  simply  be- 
cause the  court  has  not  sufficient  power  to  dispose 
of  the  cases  on  its  docket.     Something  must  be 
done;  and  the  measure  now  before  us,  if  adopted, 
will  enable  you  to  apply  the  remedy  in  the  most 
unexceptionable  manner.     No  permanent  change 
is  sought  or  intended.    I  submit,  then,  whether  the 
objection  of  the  gentleman  is  not  altogether  inap- 
plicable?   Whether  this  be  a  good  bill  to  afford  a 
permanent  remedy  is  not  the  question.     The  Sen- 
ator informs  us  that  the  bill  by  which  it  is  proposed 
to  apply  a  permanent  remedy  has  the  favorable 
consideration  of  a  majority  of  the  judges.    I  believe 
that  the  present  bill  has  the  approbation  of  them 
all.     All  are  willing  to  come  here  and  labor  con- 
tinuou.sly  for  a  year,  in  order  to  relieve  the  docket. 
This  is  the  whole  case,  and  I  submit  that  the  bill 
ought  to  pas.s. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  I  have  a  very  few  words  to  say 
on  this  subject.  The  United  States  Supreme  Court 
has  a  jurisdiction,  both  as  regards  territory  and 
subject-matter,  greater  than  any  otiier  judicial  tri- 
bunal in  the  world.  Everytliing,  therefore,  which 
relates  to  the  organization  of  that  court,  becomes  a 
matter  of  the  gravest  importance,  and  is  entitled  to 
the  most  serious  consideration.  The  judges  of  the 
court  are  elected  by  the  Executive. ,  I'hey  are  ap- 
pointed for  life.  In  that  respect,  the  organization 
of  this  court  i.3  not  in  harmony  with  the  balance  of 
the  political  system  of  thi.'?  country.  It  has  about 
it  no  one  single  feature  by  which  it  i*  conneated 


either  with  the  States  of  this  Union,  or  with  the 
people  of  these  States,  except  it  be  the  circuit 
feature,  which  gives  the  inembers  of  the  court  a 
direct  intercourse  and  communication  with  the 
States  and  the  people  of  this  Confederacy.  It  is 
in  that  circuit  feature  that  the  strength  of  this  tri- 
bunal consists;  and  the  day  that  that  feature  ceases 
to  exist  in  its  organization,  will  the  public  opinion 
of  this  country  move  upon  the  subject,  and  never 
cease  its  action,  till  the  tribunal  itself  is  entirely  re- 
organized. If,  therefore,  I  was  ever  so  much  dis- 
posed to  attack  this  tribunal,  and  to  break  it  down, 
the  thing  that  I  would  first  do,  would  be  to  en- 
courage the  concentration  of  the  tribunal  perma- 
nently at  the  Capitol  of  the  United  States,  and  its 
total  withdrawal  from  any  communication  with 
the  States  and  people  of  the  Union.  I  say  this  to 
those  who  may  lay  a  greater  estimate  upon  this 
tribunal  than  I  do,  that  if  they  do  not  want  it  to  be 
passed  through  the  burning  crucible  of  the  public 
will,  and  recast  in  all  its  elements  de  novo,  they  had 
better  let  this  circuit  feature  remain  untouched. 

It  is  proposed  here  to  relieve  the  judges  of  this 
court  from  circuit  duties  for  one  year.  For  it  is  a 
bill  of  relief  from  the  labor  and  expense  of  travel. 
It  is  a  bill  of  relief  and  repose.  But  it  is  limited 
to  one  year.  Now,  I  have  observed,  and  all  who 
have  seen  as  much  of  legislation  as  I  have  must 
also  have  observed,  that  when  you  commence 
legislating  by  instalment,  you  never  end.  You 
commence  in  this  case  by  giving  this  court  one 
year's  relief;  and  the  next  year,  the  same  reason 
existing  for  a  repetition  of  the  act,  the  precedent 
of  the  previous  year  is  pleaded  as  an  additional 
argument  for  an  extension  of  the  relief  one  year 
longer.  It  is  the  grant  of  an  exemption  from  the 
labor  and  expense  of  travel,  to  the  judges  of  the 
court,;  and  the  same  force  which  is  now  brought  to 
bear  in  favor  of  this  bill,  through  the  instrumental- 
ity of  the  present  contact  of  Congress  with  the 
judges  of  the  court,' will  be  brought  to  bear  with 
added  strength  next  session;  all  the  reasons  that 
are  now  urged  being  poured  forth,  with  the  addi- 
tional one  that  Congress  once  did  the  act.  Now, 
though  I  have  no  idea  that  the  gentlemen  who 
advocate  this  bill  intend  any  such  thing — as  I  do 
not  suppose  that  there  are  any  members  of  this 
body  who  would  vote  for  the  permanent  concen- 
tration of  this  court  here — yet  I  am  convinced  that 
that  result  will  inevitably  follow  from  the  adoption 
of  this  measure.  You  commence  this  business  of 
relief  from  circuit  duty — I  care  not  what  the  ex- 
cuse may  be,  it  is  the  commencement  of  a  system 
of  relief  from  circuit  duty,  freeing  them  from  the 
labor  and  expense  of  travel — and  wlien  you  com- 
mence it,  the  same  reason  applying  next  year  for 
the  continuance  of  it,  the  same  motives  which  in- 
duce us  to  pass  this  bill  now  being  equally  influ- 
ential then,  the  bill  will  be  renewed,  and  so  on  ad 
infinitum.  I  view  this  measure,  then,  as  simply  a 
bill  to  change  the  judicial  system  of  the  United 
States;  though  not  so  designed,  yet  in  its  conse- 
quences tending  to  that  point  inevitably.  Viewing 
the  matter  in  that  light,  it  next  becomes  a  subject 
of  inquiry,  what  will  be  the  effect  upon  our  politi- 
cal organization  ?  What  will  be  the  effect  of  the 
existence  of  a  fixed,  central  tribunal,  seated  in  this 
Capitol,  composed  of  men  who  hold  their  places 
for  life,  cut  off  from  all  communication  with  the 
States  and  the  people  of  the  States — a  Washington 
city  star  chamber,  under  the  influences  which  act 
u})on  the  capital  where  the  political  powers  of  the 
nation  arcall  concentrated  temporarily?  When 
that  kind  of  a  spectacle  is  presented  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  how  long  will  it  stand  ?  If  it 
stood  twenty-five  years,  it  would  become  the  pre- 
vailing power  of  the  Government.  Power  is  a 
thing  v/hich  generates  itself,  which  enlarges  itself, 
which  contains  within  itself  the  means  of  its  own 
expansion,  sustenance,  and  support.  It  wants 
nothing  but  time  to  gratify  the  cravings  of  its 
ambition.  Wliether  it  be  judicial  or  not,  dura- 
tion is  all  that  it  wants  to  make  itself  permanent 
over  any  other  power  that  is  fleeting  and  transi- 
tory. This  local  power,  if  it  were  permitted  to 
stand  twenty-five  years,  would  render  the  whole 
Constitution  a  perfect  nullity.  In  less  than  ten 
years  it  would  lake  the  place  of  your  Attorney 
General  in  all  the  decisions  of  the  Executive  upon 
law  questions,  and  thereby  connect  itself  with  the 
administrative  portion  of  the  Government.  The 
idea  would  be  perfectly  natural  that  the  Executive 
would  connect  itself  with  the  Judiciary,  would  con- 
sult its  members,  would  employ  its  influence;  and 


thus  the  two  would  mutually  strengthen  each  other, . 
and  engross  the  powers  and  energies  of  the  Gov- 
ernment more  and  more  in  one  spot  in  Washing- 
ton city. 

Besides,  the  permanence  and  existence  of  the 
court  here  would  give  it  large  influence  over  our 
deliberations  in  these  Halls.  The  very  fact  that 
nine  men  armed  with  great  power,  having  great 
reputation  and  beyond  tlie  reach  of  popular  con- 
trol, being  permanently  located  here  for  their  life- 
time, would  render  them  objects  of  adulation  and 
importunity  and  court  for  men  at  a  distance  who 
wished  to  achieve  illicit  objects  in  this  capital.  It 
would  become  a  cabal.  These  results  would  flow 
inevitably,  if  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that  suck  a 
power  woul'd  call  down  upon  it  the  curses  of  the 
nation  loo  soon  to  allov/  it  to  take  hold  and  mature 
itself. 

I  have  always  been  of  opinion  that  the  mem- 
bers of  this  tribunal  ought  to  be  elected  for  a  term 
of  years,  and  that  by  the  people;  and  it  will  not 
be  many  years  before  that  opinion  will  be  found 
on  more  hps  than  mine.  All  this  idea  of  hfe  ten- 
ure of  office  is  akin  to  that  of  hereditary  power, 
an  idea  whichJs  fast  losing  its  hold  upon  even  the 
European  mina.  The  nature  of  this  judicial  or- 
ganization is  altogether  inharmonious  with  the 
balance  of  our  political  system.  It  destroys  the 
symmetry  of  our  system,  and  is  founded  upon  an 
idea  which  is  utterly  ridiculous  when  applied  to 
American  society  and  American  institutions.  It  is 
founded  upon  the  idea  of  rendering  the  Judiciary 
independent  of  the  people;  and  hence  we  hear  it 
said  on  all  hands — we  read  it  in  our  horn-books 
before  we  come  to  the  bar — we  hear  it  from  the 
bench  and  the  bar,  that  the  Judiciary  ought  not  to 
be  elective.  The  idea  of  the  independence  of  the 
Judiciary  in  England  was  an  idea  of  liberty.  It 
originated  in  the  foct,  that  by  the  fiction  of  the 
English  constitution,  the  King  was  supposed  to 
administer  the  laws  in  his  own  proper  person,  and 
to  be  present  on  every  bench  declaring  what  the 
law  was.  When,  therefore,  the  King  was  absent, 
he  undertook  to  supply  the  place  of  his  presence, 
by  sending  a  court  to  give  their  judgment  and 
mandates,  which  were  implicitly  obeyed  by  the 
juries.  It  became  essential  to  the  liberties  of  Eng- 
land in  this  state  of  things  that  the  court  should 
be  made  independent  of  the  Crown,  and  therefore 
the  judges  were  appointed  for  life.  But  ours  is  an 
inversion  of  the  English  system;  and  the  only 
mode  of  reasoning  truly  with  regard  to  our  system 
is,  to  reason  reversely  of  what  would  be  true  with 
regard  to  the  English  system.  That  which  is  true 
of  the  English  system,  is,  for  that  very  reason, 
false  here.  There  should  be  no  independence  of 
any  Judiciary  here.  To  make  the  case  analogous, 
the  word  independence  should  apply  as  between 
the  appointing  power  and  the  court,  and  not  as 
between  the  people  and  the  court.  And  to  make 
the  case  still  more  analogous,  there  would  have  to 
be  a  supposition  that  the  appointing  power  had  the 
^ight  to  adjudicate,  and,  in  virtue  of  the  right,  the 
power  to  control  those  whom  it  had  appointed  to 
adjudicate.  Both  of  these  positions  being  false, 
and  not  entering  in  anywiseinto  our  system,  there 
should  be  no  tribunal  in  this  country  independent 
of  the  wholesome  influence  of  public  will.  Our 
Government  rests  upon  that  influence.  It  is  that 
public  will  which  gives  sanction  and  legality  to  the 
acts  of  our  Government.  It  is  not  the  thing  which 
we  call  a  Constitution  that  forms  the  Government 
of  the  United  States.  "Ink  and  paper  cannot 
form  a  Christian,"  said  a  celebrated  divine  more 
than  two  hundred  years  ago,  in  a  sermon  preached 
before  the  House  of  Commons.  Ink  and  paper 
cannot  form  a  government,  nor  can  they  make  a 
freeman.  Government  consists  in  the  will  of  the 
people — a  will  dictated  by  their  interests,  and  the 
union  of  their  interests  constituting  the  interests 
of  the  nation.  The  public  sympathies,  the  man- 
ners, the  mo/als,  the  sentiments,  the  reason  of  the 
people,  constitute  our  Government.  The  Consti- 
tution is  to  the  Government  what  a  fence  is  to  a 
farm,  and  no  more.  It  defines  its  limits,  and  keeps 
out  stray  cattle.  But  the  source,  and  authoritv, 
and  power  of  the  Government  is  within — in  the 
hearts  and  sympathies  of  the  people,  to  be  found 
at  the  firesides,  and  in  the  family  circle,^  in  the 
neighborhood  ideas  and  associations.  There  is 
the  Government,  and  in  that  sense  there  should  be 
nothing  not  amenable  to  the  people. 

Thi.s  feature,  then,  in  the  organization  of  the 
Supreme  Court  ia  nol  in  harmony  with  our  ays- 
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tem;  and  I  would  admonish  those  gentlemen,  who 
do  not  think  as  I  do  on  these  points,  but  wish  to 
maintain  this  Judiciary  in  its  present  features,  that 
if  they  do  not  wish  to  sound  the  tocsin,  they  had 
better  not  separate  the  judges  for  an  liour  from 
circuit  duties,  and  direct  intercourse  with  the  peo- 
ple of  the  States.  That  is  the  only  feature  in  the 
system  which  connects  them  with  the  nation;  and 
if  that  be  struck  out,  the  striking  out  of  the  court 
will  follow  as  naturally  as  the  snufHng  of  a  candle 
issues  in  darkness. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  intend  to  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  only  for  a  few  moments. 
1  regret  that  gentlemen  have  chosen  this  occasion, 
so  important  in  itself,  for  the  purpose  of  debating 
questions  and  principles  which,  according  to  my 
judgment,  are  not  included  in  the  subject  under  our 
consideration.  To  what  purpose  is  it  to  debate  the 
question  as  to  the  political  character  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States — to  debate  the  question 
•whether  it  was  best  to  appoint  the  judges  in  the 
manner  prescribed  for  in  our  Constitution,  or  to 
change  that  Constitution  and  make  them  elective? 
Where  is  the  necessity  of  inquiring  into  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court? 
Where  the  propriety,  on  this  occasion,  of  inquir- 
ing into  the  individual  or  collective  competency  of 
the  judges?  In  no  one  of  any  of  these  particu- 
lars, in  no  regard  to  any  principle  or  question  in- 
volved in  it  as  a  system,  does  this  bill  touch  the 
■  subject.  It  takes  the  court  as  it  stands — as  it  is 
legally  and  constitutionally  established — without 
dhange  or  alteration  of  its  jurisdiction,  antl  simply 
proposes — what?  That,  because  of  an  inconve- 
nient accumulation  of  business  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  rendering  it  impossible 
for  the  court  to  dispose  of  the  business  before  it 
in  less  than  two  or  three  years,  a  remedy  should 
be  applied,  by  which  this  evil  may  be  obviated. 
And  what  is  the  remedy?  This  bill  simply  pro- 
poses to  authorize  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
to  hold  a  second  term  in  the  course  of  the  year 
besides  that  to  which  they  are  now  limited,  for  the 
purpose  of  despatching  this  accumulated  business. 
Now,  what  principle  is  involved  in  this  beyond 
the  simple  question  of  providing  a  remedy  which 
all  admit?.  Sir,  If  I  understand  all  the  arguments 
that  have  any  application  to  this  subject,  gentle- 
men would  have  no  objection  to  this  measure  if 
they  did  not  apprehend  that  it  was  intended  as  a 
wedge  or  the  commencement,  as  they  express  it, 
of  another  system,  having  for  its  object  the  sus- 
pension of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  from 
all  duty  in  the  circuit  courts,  confining  them 
to  the  duties  belonging  to  the  Supreme  Court. 
Gentlemen  imagine  this,  and  thei'efore  refuse 
to  apply  the  proposed  remedy  for  an  acknowl- 
edged evil.  They  do  not  suppose  that  the  evil 
is  so  great  but  that  it  may  be  borne.  So  it 
may.  And  gentlemen  speak  of  the  danger  of  the 
remedy.  Let  us  examine  it.  The  bill  provides  for 
a  single  year.  According  to  existing  laws,  the 
next  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  will  comnience  oij 
the  first  Monday  in  December  next.  We  are  now 
in  the  first  week  in  April.  Four  months  of  the 
year  have  then  expired.  The  three  corresponding 
months  of  the  next  year  will  be  occupied  by  the 
court  in  the  transaction  of  its  business,  so  that  the 
whole  peril  of  the  proposed  m€asure  lies  within 
the  compass  of  eight  months.  But,  forsooth,  if  we 
indulge  the  Supreme  Court — for  gentlemen  seem  to 
regard  it  as  an  indulgence — by  granting  them  per- 
mission to  come  here  and  despatch  the  business  of 
tlie  court  in  that  period,  great  danger  is  to  arise — a 
new  system  is  to  grow  up — a  new  principle  is  to 
be  evolved  which  is  to  relieve  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  from  all  other  duties  except  those 
belonging  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  other  serious 
political  jonsequences  v/ill  result!  I  do  not  appre- 
hend any  such  thing.  The  bill  itself  seems  to 
guard  against  any  such  consequences  by  its  limita- 
tion to  one  year.  It  is  proposed  solely  as  a  par- 
ticular remedy  for  a  particular  case.  But  are  not 
those  consequences  in  our  own  hands?  Are  gen- 
tlemen afraid  that  they  themselves  will  do  this 
wrong?  There  is  not  a  Senator  here,  so  far  as  I 
can  judge  from  the  opinions  that  I  have  heard  ex- 
pressed, who  is  willing  to  change  the  ])resent  sys- 
tem so  fur  as  to  separate  the  judges  from  the  circuit 
court  and  limit  them  to  the  Supreme  Court.  I  am 
glad  to  believe  that  there  is  not  a  single  Senator 
who  entertains  that  opinion.  When  the  Senate, 
then,  have  the  issue  and,  consequences  in  their  own 
hands,  I  a«k,  what  solid  ground  there  i«  for  any 


apprehension  ?  Is  there  any  danger  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Arkansas  will  be  even  in  these  revolu- 
tionary times  so  perfectly  revolutionized  in  his 
opinions  as  to  come  back  prepared  to  reverse  all 
his  opinions  which  he  has  expressed  here  to-day? 
Here  is  an  evil  which  we  can  correct.  This  bill 
proposes  to  correct  it.  The  only  objection  is,  that 
the  remedy  proposed  is  one  out  of  which  danger- 
ous consequences  may  hereafter  grow;  and  we 
have  no  security  for  ourselves  that  tliat  will  not  be 
the  case.  Why,  sir,  we  are  afraid  of  ourselves! 
If  I  believed  that  ever  so  remotely  or  possibly  this 
measure  could  be  perverted  to  such  an  object  as 
gentlemen  seem  to  apprehend,  I  would  be  one  of 
the  last  to  vote  for  it.  But  I  do  not  desire  to  go 
into  this  subject.  I  desire  rather  to  have  this  bill 
voted  upon  than  anything  else.  If  the  Senate  be 
against  it,  let  it  go. 

Another  remark  or  two  I  must  be  excused  in 
making.  It  is  supposed  that  this  is  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Relieve  them 
from  what?  It  relieves  them  by  requiring  them  to 
hold  a  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  discharge 
all  the  arduous  duties  of  their  otiice.  What  relief 
is  there  in  that  ?  Are  these  labors  less  arduous  and 
fatiguing  than  travelling  in  the  season  of  the  year 
which  has  now  come,  and  in  any  portion  or  cli- 
mate of  this  country ,  from  this  period  till  December 
next?  Are  these  labors  less  expensive  to  them  in- 
dividually than  travelling  in  their  circuits  would 
be?  I  apprehend  not.  Bat  relief,  it  is  obvious,  is 
no  part  of  the  purpose  of  this  bill.  It  is  only  to 
make  it  their  particular  and  exclusive  duty,  within 
a  limited  period,  to  discharge  the  highest  of  their 
duties,  the  decision  of  the  cases  which  have  accu- 
mulated in  the  Supreme'Court  of  the  United  States. 
But  the  honorable  Senator  is  ap])rehensive  that 
some  cases  may  not  be  tried  according  to  law — ' 
that  some  admiralty  cases  may  be  delayed  to  the 
most  tremendous  and  incalculable  detriment  to  all 
the  parties.  And  there  is  another  case  of  which 
we  hear — appeals  to  the  circuit  courts.  Now,  lit- 
igation may  be  infinitely  more  active  in  the  part  of 
the  country  where  the  honorable  Senator  practises 
his  profession  so  much  more  profitably  than  I  do; 
but  in  the  section  of  the  Union  from  which  I  come, 
in  twenty  years  there  has  not  been  twenty  cases  of 
appeal  from  the  district  to  the  circuit  courts.  And 
as  to  the  Spanish  pirates,  the  gentleman  will  agree 
with  me,  that  our  entire  coast  is  free  from  such  a 
pestilence  !  But  if  such  a  case  should  occur  in 
these  eight  months,  and  a  ship-load  of  pirates 
should  be  brought  into  any  port  from  New  Orleans 
to  Boston,  this  bill  permits  one  of  those  judges  to 
go  there,  and  hang  those  pirates  secundum  arteni, 
and  as  nicely  as  the  Senator  can  desire! 

Mr.  ASHLEY.  I  extended  my  remarks  to  all 
cases  of  felony  and  murder. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  Well,  then,  the  keeping 
of  a  felon  out  of  the  penitentiary  for  a  few  months 
is  the  only  possible  contingency  that  may  occur. 
I  dare  say  that  in  our  widely-extended  empire  such 
cases  might  happen.  But  do  they  deserve  serious 
consideration  in  such  a  case  as  that  now  before  us? 
Some  petty  robber  of  your  mails — some  post  boy, 
or  something  of  that  kind,  and  for  the  important 
reason  of  trying  him,  all  things  else  must  be  foi-- 
gotten,  and  this  remedy  for  existing  known  evil  is 
not  to  be  applied  !  It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  President, 
that  the  honorable  Senator  has  got  his  mind  a  little 
fevered  on  this  subject,  and  that  he  does  not  view 
it  with  that  calmness  and  discretion  which  usually 
characterize  his  labors  as  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary.  I  apprehend  that  he  has 
allowed  his  mind  to  run  oflT,  in  fact,  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  particular  subject  before  it,  to 
other  principles  and  questions  not  at  all  involved 
in  it,  or  to  minor  difficulties  that  ought  not  to  be 
allowed  any  weight.  His  mind  is  evidently  pre- 
judiced. He  apprehends  that  the  judges,  consulting 
■  their  own  ex[>erience,  had  suggested  this  bill  as  a 
proper  remedy  for  the  existing  evil,  and  that  that 
is  a  sort  of  Nazareth,  out  of  which  no  good  can 
come.  But  as  my  friend  from  New  Jersey  has 
said,  who  so  well  qualified  to  suggest  a  remedy  as 
the  judges  of  the  court;  and  are,  not  their  sugges- 
tions subject  to  our  consideration  and  judgment  ? 
I  do  not  know  that  the  judges  have  suggested  this 
thing.  1  know  nothing  aljout  the  fact;  but  admit- 
ting it  to  be  as  the  gentleniiUi  supposes,  I  derive 
no  prejudice  against  the  measure  on  that  account. 
Not  at  all.  The  judges  are  very  competent  persons 
to  suggest  a  remedy,  and  the  measure  is  commend- 
ed to  U8  from  that  very  circumstance. 


1  do  not  wish  to  debate  this  question;  I  would 
rather  avoid  debate.  1  desire  the  decision  of  the 
Senate.  I  have  no  doubt  the  jnninds  of  Senators 
are  sufficiently  made  up,  and  to  their  judgment  I 
shall  bow  with  all  the  deference  to  which  it  is  en- 
titled.    I  hope,  sir,  the  question  may  be  taken. 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  alv/ays  regret,  sir,  whefl  de- 
bate takes  a  personal  turn;  and  when  the  intentions 
or  v/ishes  or  motives  of  Senators  become  the  sub- 
ject of  remark,  the  discussion  may  be  regarded  as 
having  become  personal.  In  the  little  I  have  said 
and  the  little  I  may  say,  I  leave  out  of  view  en- 
tirely the  intentions  of  every  Senator.  I  impute 
to  no  one  a  design  to  separate  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  from  the  States,  but  I  reason 
from  the  nature  and  effect  of  things.  The  effect 
of  this  measure  will  be  that  separation,  and  it  is 
perfectly  immaterial  what  are  the  intentions  of 
Senators,  or  v/hat  obligations  they  may  impose 
upon  themselves  never  to  do  this  again.  If  a  Sen- 
ator says  that  he  will  vote  this  once  and  never  vote 
it  again,  certainly  he  will  do  what  he  says;  but  it 
is  altogether  a  personal  matter;  it  depends  upon 
his  life — upon  his  coming  here — upon  this  Senate 
continuing  in  time  to  come,  to  be  exactly  what  it 
is  to-day.  The  moment  we  go  into  the  intention 
of  Senators  in  regard  to  our  legislation,  we  fall  into 
the  absurdity  that  the  Senate  is  not  only  perma- 
nent as  a  body,  but  permanent  in  its  constituent 
members — that  they  are  always  to  sit  here,  and 
that  having  done  the  thing  once  they  will  not  do 
it  again.  But  we  are  to  have  successors,  and  God 
knows  there  have  been  examples  enough  to  show 
that  successors  are  not  at  all  bound  by  any  resolves 
of  those  who  preceded  them.  As  reasonable  men 
we  would  be  bound'  on  a  recurrence  of  the  evil 
that  now  exists  to  apply  the  same  remedy.  That 
is  the  point  of  view  in  which  I  regard  this  question; 
and  while  I  am  ready  to  admit  that  every  Senator 
will  redeem  his  pledge  and  vote  against  it,  I  must 
say  that  it  is  only  by  virtue  of  his  pledge  he  will 
be  bound,  because  if  this  divorce  of  the  Supreme 
Court  from  their  duties  in  the  States  is  an  appro- 
priate remedy  for  a  surcharged  docket  now,  it  must 
be  the  remedy  in  all  time  to  come.  Just  so  often 
as  there  is  a  surcharged  docket,  this  will  be  the 
remedy. if  we  agree  to  it  now.  Here  lies  the  difli- 
culty.  The  danger  is  in  admitting  this  to  be  the 
appropriate  remedy,  thereby  making  it  the  remedy 
in  any  case  which  is  to  occur  hereafter,  until  it 
become  habitual,  just  as  habitual  as  to  pass  the 
bill  every  year.  Thus  the  application  of  this  rem- 
edy will  become  a  matter  of  course,  till  at  last  there 
will  be  a  general  lav/  to  divorce  the  Supreme  Court 
from  the  States  forever. 

For  myself,  I  look  upon  this  one-year  plan  as 
the  application  for  the  wood  which  is  to  make  the 
handle  to  the  axe.  Grant  but  a  little  bit  of  wood, 
and  the  whole  forest  will  be  cut  down.  Begin 
with  these  yearly  instalments  of  relief,  and  where 
will  you  end?  Fortified,  strengthened,  stimulated 
by  this  encouragement,  that  best  of  all  argument, 
precedent,  will  be  ui'ged,  and  the  separation  of  the 
Su)n-eme  Court  from  the  States  will  be  inevitable. 
That  there  is  a  great  evil  I  do  not  dispute,  all  ad- 
mit it.  The  docket  is  locked  up,  and  the  court 
cannot  meet  and  despatch  cases  as  they  arise.  The 
question  is,  what  is  the  appropriate  remedy  ?  In 
tlie  first  place,  I  say  that  the  remedy  we  propose 
to  apply  is  a  greater  evil  than  the  evil  itself;  and, 
secondly,  that  it  is  no  remedy.  The  docket  will  be 
as  it  is  at  present,  for  we  know  that  if  we  pass  this 
bill,  the  appeals  must  be  more  numerous  than  here- 
tofore. I  desire  time  for  deliberation  in  order  that 
the  attention  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  may  be 
directed  to  the  subject.  I  recollect  very  well  that 
some  years  ago  a  judge  of  the  Supremft  Court  told 
me  that  he  could  get  on  very  well  if  it  were  not  for 
the  business  of  this  district;  that  there  is  very  little 
limitation  with  respect  to  the  cases  arising  here  ; 
that  the  counsel  and  the  parties  all  live  here,  and 
that  the  court  is  blocked  up  with  the  business  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  which  there  is  no  reason 
in  the  world  to  bring  before  it.  It  seems  to  me 
that  there  might  be  some  additional  limitations  im- 
posed which  would  diminish  the  number  of  ap- 
peals; but  I  have  not  examined  this  subject  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  appropriate  remedy.  I 
can  only  express  the  belief  that  the  evil  may  bo 
remedied  without  lulling  into  a  far  greater  evil  than 
the  one  of  which  we  wish  to  set  rid.  I  am  in  favor 
of  a  remedy  ample  and  complete,  or  none  at  all. 
I  am  against  the  application  of  a  little  half-way 
remedy — a  temporary  instalment  remedy — for  I 
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believe  it  will  be  like  all  other  instalment  remedies, 
renewed  until  it  liecome  habitual. 

The  judsea  have  separated — they  have  gone 
fiway — sonie  of  them  are  near  the  discharge  of 
their  duties  in  the  circuit.  I  think  it  will  be  best, 
in  all  the  circumstances,  to  recommit  the  bill,  and 
as  we  have  a  long  session  before  us,  devote  time 
and  consideration  to  the  subject;  which  may  result 
in  the  application  of  a  permanent  and  safe  remedy, 
relieving  us  from  the  necessity  of  recurring  year 
after  year  to  a  species  of  remedy,  which,  after  all, 
does  not  meet  the  case,  and  produces  a  greater  evil 
than  that  which  it  was  designed  to  remove. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  feel  great  reluctance  in  rising 
to  sav  anything  on  this  bill.  I  see  around  me 
friends  who  are  anxious  for  its  passage,  gentlemen 
whose  wishes  I  delight  to  promote,  and  for  whose 
deliberate  judgment  I  entertain  the  highest  respect. 
But  I  am  deeply  impressed  with  the  conviction  that 
the  measure  now  proposed  for  the  action  of  the 
Senate  is  mi.schievous  in  its  tendency.  Without 
reference  to  the  motives  and  considerations  which 
have  induced  its  introduction  into  Congress,  and 
before  I  make  two  or  three  observations  on  the 
merits  of  the  measure,  as  some  gentlemen  who 
have  spoken  on  this  subject  have  stated  views  in 
reference  to  this  court  in  which  I  did  not  concur, 
permit  me  to  say,  that  lam,  in  every  sense  of  the 
term,  a  friend  of  that  court.  I  regard  that  institu- 
tion as  one  of  the  wisest  provisions  of  the  great 
charter  of  our  liberties  which  our  ancestors  devised 
and  transmitted  to  us.  1  am  not  opposed  to  the 
independent  tenure  of  office  by  which  the  judges 
occupy  their  seats  on  that  bench.  I  look  upon 
that  as  the  very  provision  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  which  renders  the  court  not  only 
in  the  highest  sense  valuable,  but  which  alone  ren- 
ders it  safe;  and  I  should  look  with  horror  upon  a 
tribunal  of  last  resort,  vested  with  such  high  pow- 
ers, if  its  members  held  their  office  by  the  tenure 
of  Executive  caprice  or  popular  passion  and  preju- 
dice. Neither  am  I  opposed  to  this  bill  on  the 
ground  that  it  may  have  been  suggested  by  the 
judges,  and  is  intended  to  afford  them  relief.  I 
shall  always  feel  myself  prompt  and  ready  to  afford 
any  relief  to  the  gentlemen  who  occupy  a  place 
upon  that  bench,  provided  it  be  in  my  judgment 
consistent  with  the  public  welfare;  and  other  things 
being  equal,  it  would  be  to  me  a  strong  recommend- 
ation of  a  measure  that  it  was  calculated  to  afford 
relief,  and  manifest  a  generous  consideration  on  the 
part  of  Congress  for  those  high  functionaries,  upon 
the  efficient' discharge  of  whose  duties  everything 
which  is  in  the  highest  degree  valuable  to  us  as 
American  citizens,  in  my  opinion,  greatly  depends. 
Still,  I  am  opposed  to  this  bill.  1  am  opposed  to 
it  because  I  am  a  friend  to  the  court.  1  am  op- 
posed to  it  because  I  believe  it  to  be  the  commence- 
ment of  a  system  by  which  the  moral  mfluence 
and  power  of  that  court  will  ultimately  be  over- 
thrown ;  and  it  will  remain  either  an  incubus 
upon  our  institutions,  pressing  them  with  a  weight 
injurious  to  the  community,  or  perhaps  produ- 
cing such  a  state  of  things  in  the  public  mmd  as 
ultimately  to  destroy  the  institution  itself,  or  over- 
throw that  independent  tenure  of  office  which  to 
me  is  its  highest  recommendation.  I  have  no 
douljt,  sir,  that  the  measure  is  sincerely  brought 
forward  simply  as  a  temporary  relief  for  an  ad- 
mitted evil;  that  it  is  designed  to  operate  only  for 
a  present  emergency.  But  I  believe  the  conse- 
quence of  it  will  be — not  the  necessary  and  inevi- 
table, hut  the  natural  and  probable  consequence — 
the  ultimate  separation  of  the  judges  from  their 
circuit  duties.  We  are  not  to  take  this  bill  and 
look  upon  it  as  an  isolated  measure.  This  is  not 
the  first  time,  within  a  few  years,  that  Congress 
has  been  called  to  act  in  reference  to  the  accumu- 
lation of  business  in  that  court  and  the  means 
of  relieving  its  docket.  In  June,  1844,  Congress 
passed  an  act,  having  in  view  the  same  object,  and 
containing  two  provisions — the  first  directing  that 
the  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  .should  commence, 
not  on  the  second  Monday  in  .January,  but  on  the 
first  Monday  in  December,  so  as  to  add  five  weeks 
to  the  term  of  the  court,  and  the  second  declaring 
that  the  judges  of  that  court  should  l)e  discharged 
from  their  obligation  to  attend  two  terms  of  the 
federal  courts  each  year,  and  should  thereafter  l)e 
under  an  obligation  to  attend  only  one  t(!rm  each 
year.  Now,  in  my  opinion,  this  second  provision 
m  the  law  of  1844  involved  an  unwise  alteration 
of  the  system.  I  believe  that  the  great  difficulty 
with  regard  to  the  connection  of  the  judges  of  the 


Supreme  Court  with  the  circuits  is,  that  they  do 
not  hold,  and,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  owing 
to  the  extent  of  our  country,  cannot  hold,  circuit 
courts  enough;  and  that,  therefore,  when  Congress 
authorized  a  judge  of  that  court  to  absent  himself 
from  one  term  in  the  year,  they  did  nmch  to  im- 
pair the  efficiency  of  the  members  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  In  my  view,  it  is  absolutely  essential  that 
tlie  judges  of  every  court  of  last  resort  should  be 
judges  constantly  in  the  habit  of  trjnng  causes  in 
the  court  below.  After  all,  whatever  questions  of 
admiralty  law  may  fall  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
courts  of  the  United  States,  the  most  important 
part  of  their  functions  as  judges  consists  in  ad- 
ministering the  old  common  law  of  England,  as 
modified  by  the  different  States  of  this  Union. 
Who  formed  that  common  law.'  Five  or  six  gen- 
tlemen in  their  private  chamber  or  public  court  at 
Westminster  Hall.'  No!  It  was  the  result  of  the 
application  of  wise  and  intelligent  minds  to  the 
practical  operation  of  the  rules  they  themselves 
first  educed  from  the  transactions  of  mankind,  and 
then  applied  to  regulate  them.  Does  any  one  be- 
lieve that  such  a  system  as  the  common  law  could 
have  been  built  up  in  any  other  way.'  If  so,  are 
we  to  trust  to  powers  who  occupy  the  highest  sta- 
tion the  great  paramount  authority  of  preserving, 
perpetuating,  and  defending  these  very  principles 
which  they  were  incapable  of  building  up,  isolated 
from  the  ordinary  transactions  of  judicial  business, 
and  sitting  in  this  Capitol  to  publish  their  decrees 
to  the  American  people.'  I  have  said,  that  in  my 
view,  the  relaxation  afforded  by  the  act  of  '44  was 
unwise  and  dangerous;  but  I  have  alluded  to  it 
now  in  order  to  show  to  what  this  course  is  tend- 
ing. Four  years  ago,  Congress,  for  the  purpose 
of  facilitating  the  despatch  of  business,  and  ena- 
bling the  court  to  reduce  it  to  manageable  bounds, 
added  five  weeks  to  the  term  of  the  court,  and  dis- 
charged the  judges  from  sitting  one  term  in  the 
circuit  courts.  What  was  the  i-esult.'  Was  the 
docket  relieved.'  Is  the  court  now  able  to  control 
its  business.'  Why,  we  are  now  called  upon  to 
discharge  the  judges  from  the  obligation  to  attend 
any  court  in  their  circuits  for  one  year.  They  are 
now,  by  existing  law,  discharged  from  riding  one 
of  their  circuits  in  the  year;  and  now  it  is  proposed 
to  discharge  them  for  one  year  from  holding  any 
jury  courts  whatever! 

1  think  that,  in  view  of  the  past  legislation  of 
Congress,  and  of  the  consideration  suggested  by 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  there  is  every  reason 
to  believe  that  at  the  next  session  of  Congress  the 
necessity  for  further  relaxation  will  not  only  not 
be  removed  or  diminished,  but  will  be  increased  and 
more  strongly  urged  as  areason  for  a  continuance  of 
relief.  If  appeals  be  so  numerous  now,  when  the 
circuits  below  do  have  occasionally  two  judges  for 
the  purpose  of  hearing  and  deciding  important 
causes,  what  may  we  expect  when,  for  a  whole 
year,  the  determination  of  every  cause,  important 
or  unimportant,  involving  whatever  amount  of 
property,  or  whatever  perplexing  question,  will  be 
thrown,  by  the  necessity  of  the  case,  on  a  single 
judge.'  I  think  that  in  every  important  cause 
there  will  be  a  writ  of  error  or  appeal  to  the  Su- 
preme Court;  and  that  twelve  months  hereafter 
you  will  have  just  as  much  reason,  nay,  greater 
rea.son,  for  the  passage  of  a  special  law. 

Then,  as  I  apprehend,  if  Congress  act  consist- 
ently', applying  this  remedy  from  year  to  year, 
totics  quolies,  it  must  come  to  this,  that  we  shall 
have  these  gentlemen  as  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  appeals,  not  mingling  with  the  ordinary 
transactions  of  business — not  accustomed  to  the 
"  forensic  slrepitus"  in  the  courts  below — not  see- 
ing the  rules  of  evidence  practically  applied  to  the 
cases  before  them — nc^ enlightened  upon  the  laws 
of  the  several  States,  which  they  have  finally  to 
administer  here,  by  the  discussion  of  able  and 
learned  counsel  in  the  courts  below — not  seen  by 
the  people  of  the  United  States — not  known  and 
recognized  by  them — not  touching  them  as  it  were 
in  the  administration  of  their  high  office — not  felt, 
and  understood,  and  realized  as  part  and  parcel  of 
this  great  popular  Government;  but  sitting  here 
alone — becoming  philosophical  and  speculative  in 
their  inquiries  as  to  law — becoming  necessarily 
more  and  more  dim  as  to  the  nature  of  the  law  of 
tlic  various  States,  from  want  of  familiar  and  daily 
connection  with  them — unseen,  final  arbiters  of 
justice,  issuing  their  decrees  as  it  were  from  a  se- 
cret chamber — moving  invi-^iibly  amongst  us,  as  far 
as  the  whole  community  is  concerned;  and,  in  my 


judgment,  losing  in  fact  the  ability  to  discharge 
their  duties  as  well  as  that  responsive  confidence  of 
the  people,  which  adds  so  essentially  to  the  sanc- 
,  tion  of  all  the  acts  of  the  officers  of  Government. 

These  are  the  consequences  to  which,  in  my 
judgment,  the  measure  tends.  I  am  willing, 
promptly  and  cheerfully,  to  extend  to  the  judges, 
for  their  own  benefit,  and  at  their  own  request,  any 
reasonable  indulgence  and  relaxation  which  may 
not  be  inconsistent  with  the  public  good.  But  the 
gentlemen  who  advocate  this  measure  say,  here  is 
an  evil,  and  we  propose  to  remedy  it  by  special 
legislation.  Now,  it  has  been  well  said  in  ancient 
fable,  that  when  the  aid  of  Hercules  was  suppli- 
cated by  the  unfortunate  wsigoner,  the  answer 
which  the  god  gave  was,  "lay  your  own  shoulder 
to  the  wheel,  and  if,  after  putting  forth  your  own 
powers,  you  find  yourself  not  adequate  to  the 
emergency,  then  Hercules  will  help  you."  I  ap- 
prehend that  the  court  has  no  right  to  expect  or 
ask  any  special  legislation  until  after  it  has  put 
its  own  shoulder  to  the  v/heel — until  it  has  fairly 
applied  all  the  powers  with  which  it  is  vested  by 
law,  in  order  to  accomplish  this  desirable  result. 
Now,  has  the  court  done  so.'  What  occasions 
this  accumulation  of  business.'.  During  a  session 
of  upwards  of  ninety  days  the  court  decided,  as  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas  informs  us,  about  forty 

C9.3G3  • 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.     Upwards  of  fifty  cases. 

Mr.  BADGER.  My  friend  from  Kentucky 
says,  from  the  statement  of  the  clerk,  upwards  of 
fifty  cases  have  been  decided.  I  imagine  that  the 
two  statements  are  quite  reconcilable.  The  clerk 
puts  down  all  the  cases  that  have  gone  off  the 
docket;  several  cases  being  involved  in  one  opin- 
ion, and  some  merely  docketed  and  dismissed.. 
Why  were  not  there  more  cases  disposed  of?  We 
are  all  somewhat  familiar  with  the  manner  in  which 
cases  are  argued  in  that  court.  Now,  Lord  Bacon 
has  informed  us  in  one  of  his  essays — and  no  man 
understood  better,  theoretically,  than  he  the  du- 
ties of  a  judge,  whatever  might  have  been  his  prac- 
tical discharge  of  those  duties — that  one  of  the 
offices  of  a  judge  was,  "  to  moderate  length,  repe- 
tition, and  impertinence  of  speech,"  using  the  lat- 
ter term  of  course  in  its  original  and  appropriate 
signification,  not  as  meaning  insolence,  but  irrele- 
vancy. Now,  has  that  remedy  been  applied  by 
the  court.'  Has  the  court  taken  upon  itself  the  re- 
sponsibility which  it  ought  to  have  exercised,- irj 
order  to  prevent  a  waste  of  the  public  time  by 
those  who  happen  to  gain  the  ear  of  the  court  a 
little  earlier,  in  debate,  indulging  in  idle  and  frivo- 
lous discussion,  felt  by  the  court  themselves  to  be 
totally  immaterial  to  the  decision  of  the  cause .^ 
H!as  the  court  been  careful  to  prevent  discussion 
of  questions  which  might  be  regarded  as  axiom- 
atic in  tliis  country — dissertations  or  scholastic 
essays,  like  those  delivered  to  young  men  prose- 
cuting their  studies  in  a  lawyer's  office,  in  the  ex- 
pectation of  obtaining  a  license.'  It  is  quite  familiar 
io  us  all,  that  in  a  case  which  attracted  some  atten- 
tion, one  of  the  learned  counsel  occupied  an  entire 
day  for  the  purpose  of  demonstrating  this  very  dif- 
ficult proposition  in  America,  that  the  people  are 
sovereign;  and  then  pursued  his  argument  on  the 
second  day  by  endeavoring  to  make  out  the  ex- 
tremely difficult  conclusion  from  the  first  proposi- 
tion, that  being  sovereign  they  had  a  right  to  frame 
their  own  constitution  !  Well,  now,  if  the  court 
sit  quietly  while  gentlemen,  from  whatever  motive, 
either  to  gain  distinction  from  an  exhibition  of 
their  polemical  powers,  capacity  for  didactic  dis- 
cussion, or  any  other  reason,  occupy  the  attention 
of  the  court  with  such  discussions,  what  hope, 
what  expectation  can  be  entertained,  that  this  bill 
will  supply  any  remedy  for  the  evil  of  a  surcharged 
docket.' 

I  have  no  doubt,  if  the  court  had  met  on  the 
1st  of  December,  with  the  resolute  purpose  of  con- 
fining the  argument  of  counsel  to  the  questions  on 
record,  and  refusing  to  listen  to  any  discussion  of 
any  points  which  the  court  considered  to  be  clear 
and  settled,  that  instead  of  deciding  forty  cases,  the 
court  might  have  decided  one  hundred  and  forty. 
Gentlemen  around  me  know,  that  we  belong  to  a 
profession  exceedingly  discursive,  and  that  when 
we  have  looked  into  a  subject,  and  imagine  that 
we  can  make  a  display,  we  are  very  apt  to  occupy 
time  without  consideration  of  the  just  claims  of 
those  who  are  to  come  after  us. 

A  Senator,  (in  his  seat.)  And  abuse  the  court 
if  they  stop  us  I 
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Mr.  BADGER.  Yes,  and  abuse  the  court  if  it 
administer  even  a  gentle  admonition.  But  I  ask, 
wiiy  was  the  Supreme  Court  made  independent  as 
regards  tlie  tenure  of  office,  and  the  salaries  of  its* 
judges  placed  above  control?  Surely,  that  it  might 
be  independent,  I  mean  to  cast  no  reproach  upon 
the  court;  far  from  it.  I  am  aware  that  the  duty 
to  which  I  have  just  alluded  is  one  of  great  deli- 
cacy. I  can  readily  appreciate  the  reluctance  with 
which  the  court  would  interpose  this  rightful 
power — this  unpleasing  remedy;  and,  therefore,  if 
the  court  had  time,  I  would  have  no  objection  to 
their  amiable  sufferance  of  irrelevant  discussion. 
If  they  could  dispose  of  their  business,  1  bave  no 
objection  to  their  allowing  gentlemen  to  occupy 
days  in  demonstrating  that  the  whole  is  equal  to 
h11  the  parts,  or  that  things  that  are  equal  to  the 
same  thing  are  equal  to  one  another,  or  any  other 
grave  and  difficult  question.  But  here  is  a  case  in 
which  the  public  are  interested,  in  which  it  is  not 
the  time  of  the  court  that  is  occupied,  but  the  time 
of  the  suitors, 'whose  cases  are  delayed,  and  whose 
interests  suffer.  I  insist  that  in  such  a  case  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  court  to  lay  aside  all  considerations 
of  personal  courtesy,  and — not  with  rudeness,  for 
that  never  can  be  the  duty  of  the  judge,  but  with 
moderation,  firmness,  and  decision — to  inform 
counsel  that  the  time  of  the  court  must  be  strictly 
applied  to  the  business  before  them.  Independ- 
ently of  the  consideration  which  1  have  slated, 
that,  in  my  view,  the  natural  and  probable  result 
of  the  adoption  of  this  measure  will  be  the  ultimate 
discharge  of  the  judges  from  attendance  on  circuit 
altogether,  which  I  would  look  upon  as  fatal  to  the 
usefulness  and  moral  influence  of  the  court,  I  ob- 
ject that  this  is  an  application  to  Congress  for  a 
special  act  of  legislation  to  apply  a  special  remedy 
for  a  special  grievance;  and  before  we  shall  enter- 
tain favorably  such  an  application,  it  ought  first 
to  be  shown  that  the  ordinary  remedies  placed  in 
the  hands  of  the  tribunal  have,  been  resorted  to, 
and  have  proved  inefiicient.  Now,  so  far  from 
that  being  the  case  in  the  present  instance,  give  me 
leave  to  say,  that  all  are  perfectly  aware  that  the 
court  has  interposed  no  such  authority  to  shorten 
needless  debate  and  enable  them  to  dispose  of  the 
cases  on  their  docket.  But,  sitting  there,  and  gain- 
ing universal  favor  by  allowing  everybody  to  talk 
ad  libitum,  they  are  obliged  to  seek  this  special  act 
discharging  them  from  circuit  duty  for  a  year,  in 
order  to  sit  here  and  accomplish  in  that  time  the 
business  which  1  have  no  doubt  could  have  been 
disposed  of  in  the  four  months  in  which  the  court 
was  in  session. 

Believing,  then,  that  the  experiment  is  a  danger- 
ous one,  on  account  of  the  consequences  which 
may  flow  from  it,  and  believing  that,  at  all  events, 
it  is  an  application  for  an  act  of  special  legislation, 
to  afford  special  relief  when  the  ordinary  powers 
of  the  court,  if  exercised,  would  have  enabled  them 
to  discharge  their  duty  without  the  necessity  of 
special  legislation,  I,  for  one,  cannot  vote  for  the 
measure  now  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  regard  this  judicial  system 
which  has  been  in  operation  some  fifty  years,  and 
with  a  very  slight  interruption  ever  since  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Grovernnrient,  as  the  best  that  can  be 
devised  for  the  General  Government  and  for  the 
people.  I  deprecate  as  much  as  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  or  any  other  gentleman  on  this 
floor,  the  separation  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  from  their  circuit  duties.  The  consideration 
that  the  separation  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  from  their  circuit  duties  would  operate  very 
much  to  the  prejudice  of  the  country,  is  not  to 
be  overlooked.  I  have  had  my  fears,  however, 
that  this  system,  admirable  as  it  is,  would  have  to 
be  abandoned;  and  that  apprehension  has  been 
founded  upon  the  fact,  that  in  the  first  place,  the 
judges  have  not  time  to  attend  to  their  circuit  duties; 
and  that,  in  the  second  place,  the  docket  of  the 
Supreme  Court  had  become  so  loaded,  that  the 
business  of  the  court  cannot  be  despatched — the 
very  evil  which  I  apprehended  as  likely  to  grow 
out_of  the  extension  of  our  territory,  and  the  utter 
impracticability  of  having  the  duties  of  the  circuit 
court  discharged  by  such  a  number  of  judges  as 
would  be  proper  to  be  congregated  here.  If  you 
increase  the  number  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  with  a  view  to  enable  them  to  discharge  all 
the  duties  of  the  circuit  courts,  you  have  a  court 
too  numerous.  On  the  other  hand,  they  cannot, 
if  they  be  limited  to  their  present  number,  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  the  circuit  courts.     What  is 


to  be  done?  Some  remedy  must  be  applied.  In 
my  humble  judgment,  we  have  this  alternative 
before  us:  we  must  either  afford  temporary  relief, 
or  abandon  the  system  altogether.  This  is  the 
issue  presented.  Well,  not  being  disposed  to 
abandon  the  system — preferring  to  retain  it,  and 
for  the  very  considerations  suggested  by  other 
Senators — I  desire  to  apply  some  remedy  to  relieve 
the  court  from  the  accumulation  of  business  here. 
In  my  judgment,  if  an  extra  session  of  this  court 
oan  dispose  of  this  accumulation  of  business,  the 
court  can  attend  in  future  to  the  ordinary  discharge 
of  its  duties.  If  this  be  not  done,  what  is  the  re- 
sult? Why,  if  the  docket  of  this  court  is  allowed 
to  accumulate  and  increase  from  year  to  year,  and 
the  community  becomes  satisfied  that  the  business 
of  the  court  cannot  be  despatched,  we  are  driven 
irresistibly  to  the  very  measure  which  gentlemen 
deprecate — the  separation  of  the  court  from  the 
States.  In  these  circumstances  there  is  but  one 
alternative — we  must  either  change  the  system,  or 
we  must  adopt  some  temporary  measure  of  relief. 
I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  we  should  resort  to 
some  measure  of  temporary  relief,  and  preserve  the 
system.  It  is  really  a  choice  of  evils,  and  I  prefer 
that  course  which  looks  to  temporary  relief,  rather 
than  that  which  must  result  in  an  entire  change  of 
the  system.  As  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina,  I  have  only  to  say, 
that  it  is  easy  to  talk  on  this  floor  about  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  judges  should  discharge  their 
duties.  I  confine  myself  to  the  subject  before  us, 
and  allow  the  judges  to  go  on  in  their  own  way. 

Here  a  motion  to  adjourn  was  put  and  lost. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN^.  What,  let  me  ask,  is  the 
condition  of  the  law  now  ?  The  judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  may  continue  in  session  throughout 
the  whole  year,  can  they  not? 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  (in  his  seat.) 
Certainly. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  There  is  no  limit  to  the 
session  of  the  court  except  what  their  own  discre- 
tionimposes.  By  law  the  court  can  now  sit  through- 
out the  whole  year,  so  long  as  there  is  any  business 
before  them.  What  does  this  bill  propose  to  do? 
It  says,  "  and  the  business  of  the  Supreme  Court 
shall  receive  the  undivided  attention  of  thecourtfor 
one  year. "  They  can  then  obtain  this  relief  by  the 
law  as  it  now  stands.  But  if  we  order  them  to  do 
what  they  can  do  without  an  order,  lo  and  behold, 
infinite  danger  results  to  the  whole  system,  and 
the  Chamber  is  filled  with  grave  alarms  !  I  admit 
that  it  is  wise  to  be  jealous.  But  that  jealous  wis- 
dom must  have  its  limit.  What  do  gentlemen  fear? 
If  they  apprehend  evil,  why  not  change  the  law 
now  ?  Gentlemen  fear  a  consequence  which  exists 
only  in  their  own  argument.  Does  anybody  de- 
sire this  consequence  ?  Do  not  all  deprecate  it  and 
disclaim  it  ?  And  yet  gentlemen  are  greatly  alarm- 
ed at  the  tendency  of  this  measure — a  tendency 
which  they  have  in  their  own  hands !  In  this  case, 
literally,  men  flee  when  no  one  pursueth.  I  hope 
that  the  vote  may  now  be  taken. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Until  the  debate  occurred  to  which 
we  have  just  listened,  I  confess  that  I  was  decided- 
ly favorable  to  the  passage  of  this  bill.  But  some 
objections  to  its  becoming  a  law  have  been  prefer- 
red which  are  too  cogent  to  be  resisted;  and  I  shall, 
contrary  to  my  first  inclinations,  vote  against  it. 
The  merits  of  the  bill  have  been  so  fully  tlebated, 
that  nothing  which  I  could  now  say  would  aid  the 
Senate  in  coming  to  a  wise  decision  concerning  it. 
I  shall,  therefore,  content  myself  with  responding 
to  a  single  suggestion  which  has  just  fallen  from 
the  Senator  from  -Vermont.  That  gentleman  seems 
to  be  particularly  horrified  at  certain  animadver- 
sions in  which  honorable  Senators  have  indulged 
touching  the  conduct  of  ihose  who  preside  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  Union.  He  appears  to  be 
of  opinion  that  we  ought  not,  under  any  circum- 
stances, to  find  fault  with  the  action  of  a  coordinate 
department  of  the  Government,  and  especially  with 
the  judicial  department.  The  Senator  may  or  may 
not  be  right  in  the  general  doctrine  which  he  as- 
serts; and  yet  it  is  most  evident  to  me,  that  if  any 
one  of  the  three  departments  of  Government  de- 
creed by  the  Constitution  to  be  separate  and  inde- 
pendent of  each  other,  should  be  allowed  to  inter- 
fere with  the  action  of  another  in  any  case,  the 
exception  to  the  general  rule  should  be  admitted  in 
favor,  either  of  the  Legislative  or  Executive,  in 
preference  to  the  Judiciary.  Nor  do  I  imagine  that 
there  will  be  much  dift'erence  of  opinion  as  to  the 
correctness  of  this  proposition  among  Senators  who 


attach  suflicient  importance  to  the  fact,  that  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  are  appointed  (not 
elected,  either  by  the  people  or  otherwise)  for  life, 
and  are  only  responsible  to  the  country  through 
the  medium  of  impeachment — a  proceeding  long 
since  ascertained  to  be  wholly  inefficient  for  the 
purpose  of  punishing  an  unworthy  judicial  func- 
tionary. The  occasion  is  not  such  as  to  allow  of 
my  objecting  in  form  to  the, mode  in  which  the 
members  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Union  are 
apjiointed  to  their  high  stations,  or  to  their  peculiar 
tenure  of  office,  which  induced  Mr.  Jefterson  to 
declare  this  tribunal  to  be  a  solecism  in  our  sys- 
tem. I  shall  not  now  undertake  to  review  the 
history  of  the  court  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
how  deadly  the  tendency  of  its  decisions  has  gen- 
erally been  to  what  we  call  republican  principles. 
I  shall  confine  my  observations  to  a  single  act  of 
one  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  of  very 
recent  perpetration,  which  I  had  hoped  would  have 
been  long  since  suitably  noticed,  and  denounced  by 
someothermember  of  this  body  of  more  weight  and 
influence  in  the  country  than  myself;  but  which 
having  heretofore  escaped  revision  here,  I  shall 
take  leave  now  to  remark  upon.  Sir,  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  has  lately  taken  it 
upon  himself,  whilst  the  country  was  engaged  in 
war  with  a  neighboring  nation,  to  throw  the  whole 
weight  of  his  personal  character  and  official  influ- 
ence against  his  own  Government,  and  in  favor  of 
the  public  enemy.  He  has  declared  the  war  with 
Mexico  unjust, cruel, and  unchristian.  He  hasdone 
more:  he  has  undertaken  to  dictate  to  Congress  as 
to  the  legislation  proper  to  be  adopted  in  relation 
to  this  war,  and  has  recommended  measures  such 
as  would  have  disgraced  the  nation,  and  which  no 
true  friend  to  his  country  in  either  House  of  Con- 
gress could  ever  have  sanctioned.  He  has  urged 
that  no  supplies  should  be  granted  for  the  support 
of  our  army  in  Mexico — that  no  authority  should 
be  given  to  Congress  for  the  issuance  of  treasury 
notes,  so  that  the  Government  might  be  compelled, 
if  the  war  should  be  continued,  to  resort  to  the 
most  grinding  taxation;  and  thus,  by  the  influence 
of  serious  suffering  upon  our  people,  to  constrain 
them  to  demand  of  the  President  the  recall  of  our 
brave  troops  from  Mexico,  and  the  termination  of 
the  war,  without  such  indemnity  for  the  past  and 
security  for  the  future  as  can  alone  secure  the  na- 
tional honor.  Sir,  I  have  no  words  strong  enough 
to  express  the  contempt  which  I  feel  for  such  sen- 
timents as  this  judicial  functionary  has  dared  to 
avow.  I  know  not  which  most  to  condemn,  the 
unpatriotic  views  which  he  has  promulged,  or  his 
unblushing  audacity  in  attempting  to  dictate  to 
Congress  as  to  the  course  proper  to  be  pursued  at 
this  delicate  and  diflicult  juncture  of  our  affairs.  It 
is  certain  that  he  has  been  guilty  of  a  high  offence 
against  public  decency — that  he  has  expressed  sen- 
timents which,  if  acted  out,  would  consign  him  to 
the  scaffold  as  a  traitor  to  his  country — that  he  has 
soiled,  and  deeply  soiled,  the  pure  ermine  of  jus- 
tice with  which  he  stands  invested — that  he  has 
shown  himself  anything  but  a  true  American  in 
heart,  and  a  wretched  devotee  to  faction  in  its 
worst  and  most  accursed  form.  I  will  not  say 
that  his  conduct  has  been  precisely  as  bad  as  that 
of  the  notorious  Arnold,  but  1  do  say  that  our  pub- 
lic councils  he^ve  been  profaned  by  insidious  ha- 
rangues that  Lucius  Cataline  himself  would  have 
been  ashamed  to  pronounce;  and  even  the  high 
tribunal  where  a  Marshall  wasonce  seen  to  preside 
with  a  majestic  dignity  which  acknowledged  no 
affinity  with  the  low  feelings  of  partisan  warfare, 
has  been  so  discredited  by  a  Presidency -seeking 
official,  that  neither  gentleman  nor  patriot  can  con- 
sent hereafter  to  be  elevated  to  the  noblest  and 
most  sacred  office  in  the  Republic,  without  feeling 
that  he  is  disgraced  even  by  the  attempt  to  advance 
him. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  I  confess  I  agree  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina,  that  nuich  of  the  evil 
that  we  complain  of  might  be  remedied  by  the 
court  itself,  still  I  think  it  is  necessary  that  the  bill 
should  pass.  It  is  not  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
court,  but  for  the  relief  of  those  who  are  engaged 
in  litigation  before  that  court— for  the  relief  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  It  is  said  that  if  this 
measure  be  not  adopted,  another  measure  will  be 
brought  forward  that  will  remedy  the  evil.  1  shall 
be  happy  to  see  a  remedy  applied,  and  I  see  an 
opportunity  now  for  the  adoption  of  a  remedy. 
There  is  in  my  State  a  large  amount  of  property 
in  litigation.     A  case  was  cjvrried  to  tlie  Supreme 
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Court  before  the  act  of  1844  was  passed,  involving 
some  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  and  it  still 
remains  undecided;  how  many  years  more  it  will 
take,  I  do  not  know.  The  delay  has  become 
positively  intolerable.  But  if  the  court  could  be 
allowed  to  sit  through  the  year,  the  docket  might 
be  cleared  off,  and  we  should  then  have  time  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  pre- 
vent a  recurrence  of  the  evil. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  rise  simply  to  state,  in  a 
very  few  words,  the  reasons  that  will  govern  me, 
in  giving  my  vote  on  this  occasion.  It  must  be 
admitted  on  all  sides,  that  this  is  intended  to  be 
only  a  temporary  measure,  and  that  the  present 
system  ought  to  be  continued.  I  believe  this  is 
the  general  impression;  such  is  mine,  very  strong- 
ly. This  bill  is  presented  on  the  ground,  that  the 
cases  upon  the  docket  have  so  accumulated,  that 
it  requires  an  extraordinary  law — to  relieve  the 
judges  from  their  circuit  duties  for  one  year — in 
order  to  clear  them  off.  Well,  wliat  possible  assu- 
rance have  we,  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  same 
reason  will  not  exist  for  enacting  such  a  law  for  the 
next  year?  It  appears  to  me  that  we  are  inverting 
the  order  of  things.  The  finst  object  should  be  to 
adopt  some  measure  that  would  prevent  the  accu- 
mulation of  cases  in  future,  and  then  some  measure 
for  disposing  of  those  which  now  exist.  But  pro- 
ceeding as  we  are,  it  appears  to  me,  it  will  be  tanta- 
mount— without  intending  it  to  be  so — to  a  perma- 
nent change  in  the  circuit  system.  Now,  I  believe 
there  are  very  few  Senators  prepared  for  this;  I 
believe  the  judges  themselves  are  not.  We  have 
ample  time  during  the  remaining  part  of  the  ses- 
sion— it  will  probably  last  three  months,  yet  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  think  it  would  terminate  in 
three — surely  this  will  furnish  ample  opportunity 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  or  if  that  committee 
be  overloaded  with  business,  to  a  select  committee 
to  take  the  subject  into  consideration,  and  propose 
some  measure  that  will  prove  an  effectual  remedy 
for  the  evil  that  is  complained  of. 

Mr.  DAYTON.  The  Judiciary  Committees  in 
both  Hou-ses  have  had  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion. A  bill  has  been  reported,  and  is  now  before 
the  House  of  Representatives;  but  any  bill  that  is 
passed  should  be  a  bill  calculated  to  sweep  away 
the  accumulation  of  the  cases  with  which  the  docket 
of  the  Supreme  Court  is  now  lengthened.  They 
must  be  disposed  of  irrespective  of  any  bill  for  the 
regulation  of  the  Judiciary  hereafter. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  was  not  aware  that  there 
was  a  bill  before  the  House  relating  to  this  subject; 
but  that  being  the  case,  it  is  a  reason  why  this  bill 
should  lie  upon  the  table  until  that  bill  passes.  Let 
us  apply  first  the  general  remedy,  and  then  adopt 
any  additional  measure  that  may  be  necessary. 
Being  strongly  desirous  that  the  system  should 
not  be  changed,  and  fearing  that  this  bill  if  adopt- 
ed will  change  it,  I  feel  myself  compelled  to  vote 
against  it. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill,  and  decided  as  follows 

YEA.S— Vlfissr.a.  Bfll 
Downs,  Gi 
Ma.son,  Miller 
ham— 17. 

NAY.S-M.'ssrs.  Allon,  Ashlry,  B.idirer,  Bashy,  Br-nlnn, 
Callioun,  DavM  of  Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Dou'las 
Fetch,  J''oolr-,  Hale,  Houston,  Lewis,  Niles,  Spruance  Tur- 
ney,  and  VVestcolt— 19. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  i.«suing  a  register  to' 
the  American  brig  Palmetto,  which,  by  unanimous 
consent,  was  considered,  went  through  its  several 
readings,  and  was  passed. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
Executive  business,  and,  after  a  short  time,  the 
doors  were  reopened. 

mo'^t.li.T';.:;.."""'"  '"«  '^''■•••"^  "1Journ«,it  adjourn  to 
The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  ^']pril  8,  1848 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  asked  the 
Hou.se  to  take  up  the  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate 
tendering  the  congratulations  of  the  United  States 
to  the  French  people.     Objected  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecti- 
•^L '^i'rV'  ,^^""-'"'  i-e«olvcd  it.sclf  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  GoGciN,  of  Virginia,  in  thechair,) 
and  took  up  the  [irivute  calendar. 

TJie  firat  bill  taken  up  was  for  the  relief  of  John 


ossr.a.  Bfll,  Brecse,  Butler,  Crittenden,  Dayton, 
ne,  Hinii(g;ui,.I()lin*oii  oCMarylaiid,  Maiiijuui 
r,  I'earte,  I'liulps,  Husk,  Undt-rvvood,  and  Up- 


j  W.  Hockett.  It  was  debated  by  Messrs.  DANIEL 
and  SMITH  of  Illinois,  and  was  laid  aside  to  be 
I  reported. 

i  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Glynn  and  others, 
I  next  came  up.  Mr.  BOWLIN  opposed'  and  Mr. 
j  SCHENCK  (who  reported  it  from  the  Committee 
;  on  Naval  Affairs)  advocated  the  bill.  It  was  laid 
I  aside  to  be  reported. 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  J.  Melville 
Gillis  and  others  was  then  taken  up.  Mr.  BOW- 
LIN moved  that  the  resolution  be  reported,  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  not  ])ass.  Mr.  STAN- 
TON and  Mr.  SCHENCK  brieriy  advocated,  and 
Mr.  BOWLIN  briefly  opposed,  the  resolution. 
The  motion  of  Mr.  Bowlin  was  rejected,  and  the 
bill  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

The  bill  tor  the  relief  of  Charles  Reeder,  Walter 
R.  Johnson,  and  the  legal  representatives  of  Thos. 
P.  Jones,  deceased,  next  came  up;  and,  after  de- 
bate by  Messrs.  FICKLIN  and  STANTON— 

Mr.  BOWLIN  moved  an  amendment,  to  add  a 
proviso  that  no  compensation  should  be  made  for 
service  subsequent  to  the  10th  January,  1844,  and 
advocated  his  amendment.  Mr.  STANTON  op- 
posed it. 

1'Jie  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  BowLiN  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  an  amendment, 
to  strike  out  the  provision  that  the  compensation 
should  be  made  at  the  rate  agreed  upon  by  the 
Hon.  A.  P.  Upshur,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  insert  ti  provision  that  "  reasonable  compen- 
sation should  be  allowed  not  exceeding  |i]UO  per 
-inonih." 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania,  opposed  the 
amendment. 

The  question  being  taken,  Mr.  Cobb's  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

Tlie  bill  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

On  motion,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  their 
■action  on  the  above  several  bills  to  the  House,  when 
it  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bills  were  respectively 
read  a  third  time  and  passed,  with  the  exception 
of  the  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  J.  Melville 
Gillis,  which  was  not  acted  on,  Mr.  S'AWYER 
opposing  it,  and  desiring  it  to  be  laid  over. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  asked  the 
general  consent  to  take  up  and  refer  a  Senate  bill 
lying  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  and  others  objected, 
unless  all  the  bills  on  the  Speaker's  table  could  be 
taken  up  in  their  order. 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented, 
under  the  rule,  and  reiened  : 

By  Mr.  MALLAY  :  The  petition  of  many  citizens  of  the 
city  of  New  Yori*,  ibr  the  aUolition  of  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands,  and  fur  graiilin;;  farms  to  actual  and  destitute  occu- 
pants only.  Also, a  petition  of  many  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purchase  of  Mouul  Vernon  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

By  Mr.  CRAN.STON  :  The  petition  of  Charles  Holden  and 
93mercliants,andothers  intcresled,  praying  Congress  to  con- 
struct a  breakwater  at  Nanlucki^t,  Massacausetts. 

By  Mr.  PEASLEli :  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of 
Dover,  New  Hampshire,  praying  Congress  to  extend  to  the 
widows  of  otricers  and  soldiers  ol  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain  the  provisions  of  all  laws  in  force  granting  pensions 
to  tUe  widows  of  otticers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary 
war. 

By  l\Ir.  TUCK :  The  petition  of  D.  M.  Kelsey  and  '322 
other  ciliziiisdritandolph,  Washington,  Marion,  Perry,  and 
Jackson  connlns,  Illinois,  praying  that  Congre?s  will  repeal 
all  laws  autliciri/.ini;  slavery  in  the  Distiicl  of  Columbia,  and 
will  enact  laws  prohibiting  the  inter-State  slave  trade,  and 
will  rctjnact  the  principles  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  in  re- 
gard to  >laverv  in  the  Territories. 

By  Mr.  BINGHAM:  'J"he  petition  of  11.  11.  Schoolcraft, 
VV.  11.  Brockvvay,  and  others,  for  a  military  road  from  the 
caintal  in  tiie  State  of  Michigan  to  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  in  said 
State.  - 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  J}prU  10,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  introduced  certain  amendments 
to  the  bill  to  regulate  the  foreign  mail  .service; 
which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

Mr.  BOYD  rose  and  said  he  hoped  that,  by  gen- 
eral consent,  the  House  would  now  take  up  and 
dispose  of  the  bills  and  joint  resolutions  from  the 
Senate  on  the  Speaker's  table.  If  any  objcclion 
wa.s  made,  he  should  move  to  suspend  the  rules 
for  that  purpose. 


Objection  being  made,  Mr.  B.  made  the  motion, 
and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon;  which 
were  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted:  Yeas  93, 
nays  79,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayly,  Beale,  Bedinger,  Bingham,  Bird- 
sail,  Bocock,  Bowdon,  Bowlin,  Bovd,  Biidses,  Brodhead, 
William  G.  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown",  Burt,  Cathcart,  Chase, 
Franklin  Clark,  15evcrlv  L.  Clark,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson 
K.  W.  Cobb,  Collins,  Cummins,  Dickinson,'  Dunn,  Kdsall, 
Faran,  Featherston,  Ficklin.  French,  Fries,  Fullon,  Willarrt 
P.  Hall,  Haral.-on,  Heidcy,  Hill,  (Jeorge  S.  Houston,  In:;e, 
Jvi-rson,  .lackson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson,  James  H. 
Johnson,  Kobert  VV.  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Kaufman, 
Kennon,  La  S6re,  Sidney  Lawrence,  Leffler,  Lincoln.  Lord, 
Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McClernand,  McDowell, 
McKay,  Mann,  Meade,  Miller,  Morris,  Morse,  Mniphy, 
Nicoll,  Peaslee,  Peck,  Petrie,  Pettit.  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pollnc"k, 
Richardson,  Kicliey,  Robinson,  Rockliill,  Sawyer,  Simpson, 
Sims,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  Starkweather,  Charles  E. 
Stuart,  Strong,  Thomas,  James  Thompson,  Williani  Thomp- 
son, Thurston,  Turner,  Venable,  Wentworth,  VV'ick,  Wiley, 
and  Williams— 93. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Ashmun,  Blanchard, 
Botts,  Boydon,  Brady,  Buckner,  Cabell,  Canby,  Chapman, 
Cocke,  Collamer.  Cranston,  Crisfield,  Crowell,  Crozier, 
Dickey,  Dixon,  Duer,  Daniel  Duncan,  Eekert,  Edwards, 
Einbree,  Nathan  Evans,  Farrelly,  Freedley,  Gentry,  Gid- 
dings,  Gongiii,  Gregory,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  Haiiimons, 
i-laskell,  lliiirj',  Hilliard,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph 
R.  Ingcrsoli,  Ir\in,  Jameson,  John  W.Jones,  Kellogs,  T. 
Butler  King,  Levin,  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Marvin,  Morehead, 
Nelson,  Nes,  Palfrey,  Pendleton,  Preston,  Pntnain,  Julius 
Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Root,  Runisey,  St.  John, 
Shepperd,  Sherrill,  Silvester,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman 
Smith,  Stephens,  Andrew  Stewart,  Strolim,  Tallmndge, 
Taylor,  Thibodraux,  Richard  W.  Thompson, Toombs, Tuck, 
Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  iind  Warren — 79. 

Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

FRENCH  REVOLUTION. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he 
hoped  the  House  would  this  morning,  by  common 
consent,  take  up  and  dispose  of  the  joint  resolution 
from  the  Senate  tendering  the  congratulations  of 
the  American  to  the  French  people.  It  would  take 
but  little  time,  he  said,  to  dispose  of  it.  If  objection 
was  made,  he  should  move  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  appealed  to  Mr.  Stkw- 
ART  to  include  in  his  motion  the  joint  resolution  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  contract  for 
American  water-rotted  hemp. 

Mr.  STEWART  declined. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  inquired 
whether  his  colleague  intended  to  call  the  previous 
question  on  the  resolution.' 

Mr.  STEWART  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  (continuing  his  sentence.) 
If  he  did  not,  he  (Mr.  T.)  should'object. 

Mr.  ASHMUN.  Do  I  understand  the  gentle- 
man to  give  notice  that  he  will  call  the  previous 
question  on  the  resolution?    If  he  does,  I  object. 

The-SPEAKER  stated  that  the  joint  resolution, 
like  all  others,  must  have  three  readings. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
taking  up  the  resolution,  if  opportunity  was  allow- 
ed for  debate.  He,  however,  finally  waived  his 
objection,  remarking  that  he  would  take  his  chance 
for  the  floor  when  it  came  up. 

Objection  being  made  from  other  quarters — 

Mr.  STEWART  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  asked  and  ordered, 
and,  being  taken,  resulted:  Yeas  165,  nays  10,  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Ashmun,  Atkinson,  Barringer, 
Bayly,  Beale,  Bedinger,  Bingham,  Birdsall,  Bocock,  Bow- 
don, Bowlin,  Boyd,  Bridges,  Brodhead,  William  G.  Brown, 
Charles  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burt,  Cabell,  Canby, 
Cathcart,  Chapman,  Chase,  Franklin  ("lark,  Beverlv  L. 
Clark,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  VV.  Cobb,  Cocke,  Col- 
lins, Conger,  Crowell,  Crozier,  Cummins,  Dickey,  Dickin- 
son, Dixon,  Duer,  Daniel  Duncan,  Garnett  Duncan,  Dunn, 
Eekert,  Edsall,  Edwards,  Embrre,  Nathan  Evans,  Faran, 
Feather-ton,  Ficklin,  Freedlev,  French,  Fries,  Fulton,  Gid- 
dings,  Goggin,  Gregory,  Hale,  Willard  P.  Hail.  Nathan  K. 
Hall,  Haminons,  JaniesG.  Hampton.  Haralson,  Harnian^on, 
Haskell,  Henley,  Menry,  Hill,  Hilliard,  George  S.  Houston, 
Iliibhard,  Hunt,  Inge,  Jos.  R.  Ingirsoll,  Irvin,  Ivi  rson,  .lack- 
son,  Jameson,  Jenkins,  Andr<;w  Johnson,  James  II.  Johnson, 
George  W.Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Kellogc,  Ken- 
non,  I'homas  B.  Kina,  La  Sfirc.  Sidney  Lawrence,  Leffler, 
Levin.  Ligon,  Lincoln,  Lord,  Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McClel- 
land, McClernand,  McDowell,  Mcllvaine, McKay, McLane, 
Mann,  Marvin,  Meade,  Miller,  Morehead,  Morris,  Morse, 
Murphv.  Nelson,  Nes,  Ne  wall,  Nicoll,  liilfrey,  Peaslee,  Peck, 
l'(tric,'l'cllit,  I'cvlon,  Phelps,  PollockVl're-'^"'"'  Hicliardson, 
liiclicv,  Robinson,  Kockbill.  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  lioek- 
wcll,  knm  ev,  SI.  John,  Sawvr-r,  Shepperd,  Sherrill,  Sdves- 
ter,  Simpson",  Sims,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  'i'ruman 
Smith,  Stanton,  Starkweather,  Stephens,  Andrew  Stiuvart, 
Charles  E.  Smart,  Strohm,  Strong,  T.illma<lge,  Taylor, 
Thibodeaux,  Thomas,  James  Thom|ison.  Jacob  Thompson, 
Richard  W.Thompson,  John  B.'l'bomp-^on, William  Thomp- 
son, Thurston,  'I'uck,  Turner,  Van  D>  kc,  \ Cnablc,  W.irreii, 
Wenlworth,  Wick,  Wiley,  VVilhams.  mid  Woodward— 105. 
NAYS— Messrs.  Botts,  Boydon,  Brady,  Buckner,  Cran- 
ston, Henry,  Marsh,  Root,  Toombs,  and  Vinton— 10. 
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The  rules  being  suspended — 

The  resolutions  were  taken  up,  an(J  read  a  first 
time  by  their  title. 

Mr. 'THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said  the  resolutions  had  not 
been  read.  He  called  for  their  reading  liefore  any 
action  was  taken  upon  them. 
.  The  SPEAKER  said,  the  resolutions  having 
been  read  the  first  time,  the  previous  question, 
being  moved,  would  apply  to  the  second  reading. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and,  under 
its  operation,  the  resolutions  were  read  a  second 
time  by  their  title. 

The  question  being  on  the  third  reading — 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  called  for 
the  reading  of  the  entire  resolutions;  which  were 
read  for  information,  as  follows: 

Reiolccd,  iSc,  That  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  tlieAmeii- 
caii  people,  the  congratulations  of  Congress  are  hereby  ten- 
dered to  the  people  of  France  upon  the  success  of  their 
recent  efforts  to  consolidate  the  principles  of  liberty  in  a 
repnhlican  form  of  government. 

^nd  be  it  further  resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  requested  to  transmit  this 
resolution  to  the  American  minister  at  Paris,  with  instruc- 
tions to  present  it  to  the  French  Government. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said:  When  resolutions  were 
presented  to  this  House,  some  days  since,  on  the 
same  subject,  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Cummins,]  that  gentleman  stated  that  the  resolu- 
tions were  drawn  by  himself,  although  they  ap- 
peared here  in  the  form  of  a  newspaper  article. 

Mr.  CUMMINSasked  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts to  yield  the  floor  that  he  might  explain. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  yielded  accordingly. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  then  stated  that  he  drew  the 
resolutions  as  originally  presented  without  the  in- 
fluence of,  or  consultation  with,  anybody. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said  he  had  so  stated.  He  had 
eaid  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  claimed  to  have 
drawn  them  originally,  although  they  appear  here 
as  a  newspaper  paragraph,  from  which  it  was  but 
reasonable  to  infer  that  they  had  been  made  use  of 
elsewhere. 

Mr.  CUMMINS.     Never!  never  ! 

Mr.  ASHMUN  understood  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  had  offered  them  here  on  a  previous  occasion. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  again  explained.  Those  reso- 
lutions were  originally  drawn  up  by  himself,  to  be 
presented  to  this  House.  Nobody  saw  them  but 
himself.  When  resolution  day  arrived,  he  pre- 
sented them,  but  they  were  objected  to,  and  the 
reporters  published  them  as  resolutions  offered  but 
not  received.  As  they  were  not  received,  he  got 
them  back,  that  he  might  offer  them  again  when  a 
proper  time  should  arrive;  and  until  they  were 
offered,  nobody  saw  them  but  himself. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  was  satisfied  with  the  gentle- 
man's explanation.  He  liad  not  intended  to  spend 
a  moment's  breath  on  that  subject;  but  that  they 
came  from  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  and  not  from  a 
standing  committee  of  this  House — a  fact  which 
had  elicited  some  remarks  from  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Bayly] — induced  him  to  move  an 
amendment.  Now,  these  resolutions  come  to  the 
House  in  a  different  form.  They  come  from  the 
Senate,  another  branch  of  this  Grovernment;  and 
they  are  not,  therefore,  subject  to  the  criticism 
which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bayly] 
made  on  those  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Cummins]  some  days  ago.  They  now  stand  in  a 
different  position,  and  they  come  here  entitled  to  a 
more  respectful  consideration.  On  the  previous 
occasion  to  which  he  had  referred,  the  resolutions 
came  neither  from  the  Senate  nor  from  the  Exec- 
utive, nor  were  they  based  on  any  Executive  mes- 
sage, nor  yet  had  they  had  the  consideration  of  a 
standing  committee  of  this  House;  and,  conse- 
quently, they  were  not  entitled  to  the  same  con- 
sideration that  the  resolutions  now  before  the 
House  were  entitled  to.  With  these  views  he  had 
moved  the  amendment  which  had  brought  down 
upon  him  the  remarks  and  denunciations  of  several 
igentlemen  on  this  floor.  But  for  the  course  which 
gentlemen  had  taken  in  those  remarks  he  should 
have  been  silent.  He  should  have  been  content  to 
have  had  the  vote  taken  on  his  amendment,  or  on 
the  proposition  to  refer  them  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  that  that  committee  might 
report  them  back  in  such  form  as  they,  in  their 
judgment,  might  think  proper.  But  he  was  free  to 
eay,  that  he  deemed  those  resoliUions,  as  they  were 
presented  to  this  House,  even  now  premature. 
There  was  no  man  that  would  more  rejoice  than 


himself  to  see  a  republican  form  of  government 
consolidated  in  France.  No  man  on  this  floor 
would  more  gladly  mingle  his  voice  with  others  in 
congratulations,  if  he  could  see  France  maintain 
her  rights,  and  not  France  alone,  but  all  the  people 
of  Europe.  He  should  rejoice  to  see  civil  liberty 
prevail  throughout  the  whole  world;  and  when, 
by  their  exertions,  the  oppressed  throughout  the 
world  shall  have  achieved  their  liberties  and  assert- 
ed th^ir  rights,  he  should  be  ready  to  join  with  the 
foremost  in  the  expression  of  their  congratulations. 

Mr.  A.  confessed  that  he  objected  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  the  other  day; 
and  he  hesitated  to  concur  in  the  proceedings  con- 
templated this  day,  because  France  has  not  yet 
achieved  republican  liberty.  They  had  been  told 
that  a  republican  government  had  been  formed  in 
France;  that  it  had  been  already  achieved,  and 
was  now  existing.  The  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  his  message  to  Congress,  had  announced 
the  fact,  "  that  France  had  been  suddenly  trans- 
formed into  a  republic."  The  President  must 
have  singular  ideas  of  what  constitutes  a  republi- 
can government.  Indeed,  his  conduct  as  the  Exec- 
utive of  our  own  Union,  in  his  frequent  usurpation 
of  power,  gave  room  to  doubt  whether  he  well  un- 
derstood the  true  spirit  of  republicanism.  But  how 
was  the  present  Government  of  France  establish- 
ed ?  Where  was  the  charter  of  that  Government? 
Where  was  its  constitution.'  Everybody  who  had 
read  the  proceedings  in  France  knew  that  the  pre- 
sent Government  was  formed  by  the  introduction 
of  a  mob  into  the  Chamber  of  Deputies.  In  the 
midst  of  turbulence,  a  soldier  took  a  bayonet, 
and,  piercing  a  piece  of  paper  with  names  upon  it, 
held  it  up,  and,  with  a  shout,  the  names  on  that 
paper  were  proclaimed  to  be  the  Government. 
Such  was  the  history  of  the  transaction.  That 
was  the  charter  of  F-rance  at  the  present  moment. 
It  was  a  bayonet  government.  It  was  not  a  gov- 
ernment established  by  the  exercise  of  constitu- 
tional liberty.  The  power  of  France  was  exercised 
by  a  few  gentlemen;  but  where  was  the  charter  to 
limit  their  power.'  It  did  not  exist.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  papers  of  this  morning  brought  the  in- 
telligence, in  a  document  issued  by  the  Minister 
of  the  Interior,  that  those  few  individuals  were 
sovereign  and  independent,  and  that  their  own  dis- 
cretion was  the  limit  of  their  power.  In  such  a 
case,  then,  might  it  not  be  that  the  same  power 
which  constituted  them  the  Government  of  France 
might  turn  them  out,  and  put  others  in  their  place.' 
He  denied,  then,  that  France  had  achieved  repub- 
lican liberty.  It  was  nothing  less  than  an  arbitrary 
despotism  at  present.  It  was  true  that  yesterday, 
(Sunday,)  the  ninth  of  April,  was  appointed  for 
the  election  of  nine  hundred  French  delegates;  and 
if  they  have  succeeded,  may  look  forward  to  the 
organization  of  a  national  legislature;  but,  until 
that  has  been  done,  he  confessed  that,  individually, 
he  had  no  sanguine  hopes  of  the  result. 

At  the  head  of  the  present  Government  of  France 
there  were  gentlemen  of  the  highest  character  and 
the  greatest  purity,  but  there  were  others  that  he 
feared.  He  was,  therefore,  induced  to  pause.  If 
France  should  establish  for  herself  a  constitutional 
republic,  he  should  greatly  rejoice,  and  he  should 
be  willing  to  see  this  House  recognizing  a  govern- 
ment by  which  the  inalienable  rights  of  man  were 
maintained.  He  was  understood  to  say,  (though 
throughout  his  remarks  he  was  very  imperfectly 
heard,)  that  in  the  altered  circumstances  in  which 
these  resolutions  came  before  them,  he  should  vote 
for  them  without  renewing  the  amendment  he  sub- 
mitted to  the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Cummins;]  for  he  was  ready  to  admit 
that  he  wished  to  see  resolutions  of  this  kind  not 
only  cheerfully  but  unanimously  adopted.  He, 
however,  should  avail  himself  of  this  opportunity 
to  make  some  remarks  in  reply  to  the  attacks 
which  his  amendment  had  brought  down  upon 
him  from  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bay- 
ly] and  others.  France,  in  the  incipient  stages  of 
her  new  Government,  had  given  reason  to  hope 
that  she  would  emancipate  the  slaves  in  her  colo- 
nies, and  that  there  would  be  there  no  slavery  nor 
involuntary  servitude,  except  for  crime.  For  con- 
gratulating France  on  that  auspicious  movement 
he  had  been  most  .unsparingly  denounced.  First, 
however,  the  indignation  of  the  gentleman,  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Bayly]  was  poured  out  upon  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddings;]  but  it  was 
afterwards  transferred  to  himself,  and  he  with 
pleasure  accepted  it,  and  promised  that  he  should 


not  return  it  in  the  same  temper,  although  he  should 
speak  with  the  most  perfect  freedom.  He  claimed 
to  live  under  a  republican  government,  where  all 
were  entitled  to  equal  privileges  and  equal  rights, 
and,  as  a  member" of  this  House,  he  claimed  the 
right  freely  to  discuss  any  topic  that'  came  legiti- 
mately within  their  action;  and  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  greatly  mistook  his  character  if  he  sup- 
posed that  either  denunciation  or  coarse  abuse 
could  deter  him  from  the  exercise  of  his  rights.  He 
sympathized  with  the  downtrodden  humanity  of 
France,  and  the  expression  of  his  sympathy  was 
the  exercise  of  a  legitimate  right  when  such  reso- 
lutions were  before  this  body.  Why,  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  gentleman  frbm  Ohio  [Mr.  Cummins] 
might  be  supposed  to  contemplate  the  precise  object 
which  he  had  in  view  in  preparing  his  amendment. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  in  his  third  resolution, 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  downtrodden  human- 
ity of  France  might  succeed  in  breaking  down  all 
forms  of  tyraimy  and  oppression;  and  what  was 
that  but  a  prayer  that  slavery  shall  cease .'  Did  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  or  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, or  any  other  gentleman,  say  that  the  three 
hundred  thousand  slaves  that  exist  in  the  French 
West  India  islands  were  not  downtrodden  human- 
ity .'  If  those  gentlemen  did  deny  it,  he  would  ask 
their  attention  to  a  description  given  of  it  by  a 
gentleman  who  now  held  a  high  position  in  the 
new  Government  of  France.  He  desired  them  to 
listen  to  what  M.  Lamartine,  the  French  Minister 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  had  said  of  it  in  a  well-known 
book  which  he  had  published. 

Mr.  AsHMUN  here  read  the  following  extract 
from  a  work  of  M.  de  Lamartine,  entitled  "  His- 
tory of  the  Girondists,"  vol.  1,  p.  312: 

"San  Domingo,  the  richest  of  the  French  colonies,  was 
swimming  in  blond.  France  was  punished  for  its  egotism. 
The  Constituent  Assembly  had  proclaimed,  in  principle,  the 
liberty  of  the  blacks,  but  in  fact  slavery  still  existed.  Two 
hundred  thousand  slaves  served  as  human  cattle  to  some 
thousands  of  colonists.  They  were  bought  and  sold,  and 
cut  and  maimed,  as  if  they  were  inanimate  objects.  They 
were  kept  by  speculation  out  of  Uie  civil  law,  and  out  of  the 
religious  law.  Properly,  family,  marriage,  all  was  forbidden 
to  them.  Care  was  taken  to  degrade  them  as  brutes.  If  some 
unions,  furtive,  or  favored  by  cupidity,  were  formed  amongst 
them,  the  wife  and  children  belonged  to  the  master.  They 
were  sold  separately,  without  any  regard  to  the  ties  of  na- 
ture ;  all  the  attachments  with  which  God  has  formed  the 
chain  of  human  sympathies  were  rent  asunder  vvithout  com- 
miseration." 

That  (said  Mr.  A.)  was  the  condition  of  slavery 
in  the  West  India  Islands.  I  am  not  speaking 
now  of  Virginia.  Lamartine's  description  is  the 
description  of  slavery  in  the  French  colonies  in 
the  West  Indies.  When  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Cummins]  says  in  his  resolution  "  that  we 
'  sincerely  hope  that  downtrodden  humanity  may 
'  succeed  in  breaking  down  all  forms  of  tyranny 
'  and  oppression,  and  in  the  establishment  of  free 
'  and  national  governments  for  the  good  of  the 
'  governed,  and  not  for  the  aggrandizement  of  those 
'  who  govern,"  what  does  he  mean .'  Is  it  not,  in 
substance,  what  my  amendment  more  fully  ex- 
presses? And  if  the  House  adopt  the  one  as 
proper,  how  can  they  reject  the  other?  His  fourth 
resolution  says:  "  Whatever  of  blood  and  treasure 
'  may  be  shed  or  spent  in  a  struggle  of  the  op- 
•  pressed  against  the  oppressor  is  to  be  charged  to 
'  the  unjust  resistance  of  the  oppressor."  When 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bayly]  de- 
nounced the  gentleman  from  Ohio  for  referring  to 
the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  in  the  French  colo- 
nies, because  emancipation,  when  suddenly  effect- 
ed, must  always  occasion  bloodshed,  why  did  not 
he  turn  on  his  own  friend  for  invoking  blood  ?  The 
gentleman  turned  his  thunder  on  one  man,  yet 
averted  it  from  another  who  had  done  the  same 
thing.  Was  it  because  there  was  a  political  affilia- 
tion between  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Cum- 
mins] and  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Bayly]  which  made  it  expedient  to  keep  a  prudent 
silence  in  that  quarter?  This  resoluti.^n  uttered 
the  self-same  voice  with  his  amendment,  and  no 
ingenuity  could  pervert  it  to  any  other  meaning 
Mr.  A.  spoke  out  what  the  gentleman  might  sup- 
pose would  be  concealed  in  his  resolution,  or  would 
remain  there  unnoticed. 

What  was  the  House,  by  the  proposal  of  these 
resolutions,  asked  to  do?  To  congratulate  France 
on  the  attempt  to  form  a  republican  government. 
Now,  when  the  charter  of  their  new  government 
was  stuck  on  the  point  of  a  bayonet  and  handed 
about  for  adoption,  M.  de  Lamartine  said: 

"I  propose  to  form  a  government,  not  deflnile,  but  pro- 
visional—a government  chaiged,  first  of  all,  with  Uie  lasK 
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of  «tancliiii"tl)e  blood  vvhicli  flows,  of  puttiiiE  a  stop  to  civil 
wnr— a  EOieriiim'iit  uliicli  we  appoint  without  pulling  aside 
Rtiv  portion  olour  respnlmonts  and  ofoiir  indignation  ;  and 
in  "the  next  place,  a  government  on  which  we  >li:ill  impose 
the  duty  of  convoking  and  consulting  the  people  in  its 
totality— all  tliat  possess  the  litle  of  man,  the  rights  of  a 
citizen." 

When  such  was  the  declaration  of  the  great  pop- 
ular leader,  and  we  congratukited  the  people  of 
France  on  the  adoption  of  such  a  government,  and 
while  the  President  in  his  message  called  that  gov- 
ernment a  lepublic,  why  should  not  Congress  say 
with  Lamartine  that  everything  which  possessed 
the  form  of  humanity  ought  to  be  a  citizen?  The 
decrees  of  the  Provisional  Government  had  been 
sent  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  President  had  transmitted  them  to  Congress. 
Among  them  was  one  which  gave  instant  freedom 
to  three  hundred  thousand  downtrodden  human 
beings  in  the  Frencli  colonies.  Why,  in  congrat- 
ulating France  on  what  she  had  achieved,  must  we 
stint  our  praise  so  as  to  withhold  all  commendation 
on  this  reform  also?  Why,  at  such  a  moment, 
when  the  glad  tones  of  liberty  to  three  hundred 
thousand  fellow-creatures  are  sounding  to  the 
islands  of  the  Caribbean  sea,  may  not  one  voice  in 
this  Hall,  dedicated  to  liberty  itself,  swell  the  shout 
that  goes  up  to  Heaven  in  thankfulness  and  re- 
joicing? 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bayly]  had 
denounced  Mr.  A.  for  having  proposed  an  amend- 
ment which  contained  a  declaration  of  a  principle 
which    he  considered  as  amounting  to  a  libel  on 
lialf  the  States  of  this  Union;  and  Mr.  A.  per- 
ceived, in  the  next  morning's  Union,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment editor  joined  in   the  gentleman's  denun- 
ciations, and  blew  his  penny  whistle  in  chorus. 
Yes,  the  editor  of  the  organ   expressed  liis  "dis- 
gust" at  what  Mr.  A.  had  done  in  offering  his 
amendment  to  the  resolution  of  tha  gentleman  from 
Ohio.     Mr.  A.  had  no  doubt  that  editor  felt  great 
disgust  and  dissatisfaction  at  it;  he  should  have 
expected  it  from  him.    But  the  abuse  of  the  organ 
and  the  denunciations  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, better  suited  in  their  manner  and  tone  to  his 
plantation  than  to  this  Hall  of  equals,  were  in  ex- 
cellent accordance  with  the  spirit  which  had  been 
manifested  in  the  Senate  chamber  of  Virginia  when 
that  body  refused  to  join  in  resolutions  of  regret 
on  the  death  of  Mr.  Adams,  because  he  had  ever 
been  the  champion  of  freedom  on  the  floor  of  this 
House.     The   two  proceedings  were  in  one  and 
the  same  spirit.  It  was  because  that  distinguished 
statesman,  while  alive,  had  been  the  constant  and 
fearless  champion  of  human  rights;  because  in  this 
Hall   he  had   dared   to   stand  up  against  the  en- 
croaching power  of  the  slave  interest  in  this  Gov- 
ernment,  that  a  party  majority  in  the  Senate  of 
Virginia  had  refused  to  join  in  the  universal  mani- 
festation of  respect  and  mourning  which  had  spread 
over  the  rest  of  the  Union.     But  was  Mr.  A.  to  be 
silenced  here?  Was  lie  to  be  prevented  from  speak- 
ing his  sentiments  as  a  freeman,  the  re|)resentative 
of  freemen,  lest  he  should  excite  the  resentment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  or  the  abuse  of  the 
Government  organ?   At  the  very  moment  we  were 
congratulating  the   people  of  France  on    having 
overturned  the  throne  of  Louis  Philippe  precisely 
because  he  had  attempted  to  put  down,  by  military 
force,  the  liberty  of  speech — to  put  a  padlock  on 
the  mouths  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people, 
and  prevent  the  people  themselves  from  discussing 
their  own   rights — an   attempt  of  a  kindred  sort 
was  to  be  made  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  this  land.     The  gentleman  from  Virginia  great- 
ly mi.stook  that  part  of  the  Union  from  whicli  Mr. 
A.  came,  if  he  had  expected  that,  while,  on  the 
one  hand,  they  attempted  no  interference  with  the 
gentlcniaii,  iiis  jieople,  or  their  domestic  institu- 
tions, tliey  would,  on  tiie  other  hand,  keep  silence 
on  a   subject  whi<:h    so  deeply  interested    them. 
They  had  a  right  to  sympathize,  and   they  did 
sympathize,  with  the  French  people  in  the  whole, 
not  in  only  a  [lart  of  what  they  had  attempted. 
And,  in  wishing  so  to  sympathize,   Mr.  A.  was 
but  the  exponent  of  American   feeling.      As   an 
American  Representative,  he  stood  on   that  floor 
to  announce  to  the  world  what  was  the  opinion 
of  the  American  j)eoplc  on  these  events.     And  he 
believed  that  the  American  people  fraternized  with 
M.  de  Lamartine  in   the  sentiments  he  had  im- 
bodied  in   these  decrees  of  the   Provisional  Gov- 
ernment, and  no  less  in  that  abolishing  slavery 
ill  the  Frencli  colonies  than  in  the  other  items  of 
lefortn. 


Mr.  A.  said  that  in  what  he  had  done  he  had 
not  only  manifested  his  own  feelings  and  those  of 
his  constituents,  but  there  was  a  gentleman  high 
in-  the  confidence  of  the  present  Administration, 
the  exponent  of  its  policy  and  principles  at  the 
Court  of  St.  James,  who  was^at  this  moment  un- 
doubtedly fully  sympathizing  and  fraternizing  with 
Lamartine  in  all  that  had  been  done  in  France  with 
reference  to  slavery.  He  was  placed  at  the  Court 
of  the  greatestPower  of  Europe,  with  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  his  sentiments  on  this  subject,  because  he 
had  solemnly  and  publicly  avowed  them.  In  1834 
Mr.  Bancroft,  the  present  minister  to  England  and 
late  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  was  proposed  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress  in  the  district  which  Mr. 
A.  represents,  and  he  put  forth  a  printed  address 
to  the  people,  announcing  the  principles  which 
would  govern  his  action.  Mr.  A.  would  read  a 
short  extract  from  that  address  to  show  what  was 
then  the  Democratic  doctrine,  and  that  the  princi- 
ple of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  A.  was  fully  accorded 
in  by  the  accredited  plenipotentiary  of  JNlr.  Polk's 
administration: 

"  If  further  great  reforms  in  society  are  expeeted,  they 
mu>t  come  from  the  people.  Slaves  are  capital ;  the  slave- 
holder is  a  capitalist.  Free  labor  will  be  the  first  to  demand 
the  abolition  of  slavery;  capital  will  be  the  last  to  concede 
ir.  We  would  not  interfere  with  nie  domestic  regulations 
of  New  Orleans  or  of  Algiers;  but  we  may  demand  the  in- 
stant ABOLITION  of  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  should  assist  free  labor  to  recover  its  rights  in 
the  capital  of  the  country." 

Here  was  a  declaration  of  principles  that  came 
fully  up  to  any  which  Mr.  A.  had^vowed;  and 
could  it  be  doubted  that  this  Democratic  function- 
ary was  even  now  shaking  hands  with  Lamartine, 
and  thanking  him  in  the  name  of  free  labor,  in  the 
name  of  liberty  and  democracy,  for  this  pledge  to 
abolish  slavery  in  the  colonies? 

Here  was  an  exposition  of  the  Democratic  faith, 
made  by  a  most  unquestionable  Democrat,  who 
now  represented  this  country  at  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don. And  while  it  was  proposed  to  congratulate 
France  on  having  overturned  her  monarchical  gov- 
ernment, Mr.  A.  claimed  the  right,  which  our  min- 
ister is  probably  exercising,  to  congratulate  heron 
having  emancipated  her  slaves. 

The  gentleman  /rom  Alabama  [Mr.  Hilliard] 
had  said  that  he  regretted  the  introduction  of  this 
topic,  because  there  was  a  deep  feeling  concerning 
it  at  one  end  of  the  Union.  It  might  be  and  prob- 
ably was  so.  But  he  could  tell  that  gentleman 
there  was  quite  as  much  and  quite  as  intense  a 
feeling  at  the  other  end.  Slavery  had  manifested 
itself  in  the  Federal  Legislature  ever  since  the 
organization  of  our  Government,  and  its  influence 
upon  national  policy  had  created  a  feeling  at  the 
north  that  was  quite  as  much  to  be  regarded  as  the 
apprehensions  of  the  South,  and  gentlemen  should 
look  to  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  thought  that  Mr. 
A. 's  amendment  implied  an  insult  on  all  the  re- 
publican States  of  the  South.  Mr.  A.  said,  that 
by  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  freedom  was 
declared  an  inalienable  right  of  man,  and  his  was 
held  to  be  an  insult  to  the  southern  States.  In 
1776,  all  the  enlightened  and  patriotic  representa- 
tion from  Virginia  united  in  publishing  to  the 
world,  as  their  belief  and  principle  of  action,  that 
"  all  men  were  created  equal,  and  possessed  of 
'  certain  inalienable  rights,  among  which  were  life, 
'  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness." 

Was  it  true  that  all  men  were  created  equal? 
He  had  heard  a  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Haskell]  say  that  he  believed  black  men  were 
created  to  be  the  servants  of  white  men.  That 
might  be  the  gentleman's  belief;  it  was  not  the 
belief  of  Virginia's  favorite  sons  in  '76.  Was  it  a 
libel  to  insert  such  a  proposition  in  the  Declaration 
of  Independence?  Was  it  a  libel  for  Congress  to 
pass  the  ordinance  of  '87,  declaring  that  through 
all  the  Northwestern  Territory  neither  slavery  nor 
involuntary  servitude  should  exist,  save  as  a  pun- 
ishment for  crime?  This  ordinance  had  been  en- 
acted by  the  Representatives  of  the  entire  American 
Union.  Did  they  mean  to  insult  and  libel  the  re- 
publican States  of  the  South?  Why,  Virginia  her- 
self assented  to  it.  The  paper  itself  was  drawn 
by  the  pen  of  Jeflerson.  And,  when  Mr.  A.  re- 
peated only  what  the  most  illustrious  sons  of  Vir- 
ginia had  themselves  declared,  was  he  guilty  of  a 
libel  on  Virginia?  Did  he  insult  her?  The  gen- 
tleman said  that  Congress  had  had  no  right  to 
enact  such  an  ordinance.  Mr.  A.  was  not  now 
going  to  enter  on  the  constitutional  question;  but 


he  would  content  himself  with  saying  that  he  did 
not  accede  to  the  authority  of  the  opinion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  Whatever  had  been 
the  authority  of  the  ordinance,  theoretically  con- 
sidered, practically,  at  least,  it  had  been  no  nullity; 
on  the  contrary,  it  had  been  operative  through  all 
that  region  for  half  a  century.  At  the  time  that 
ordinance  had  been  passed,  while  the  Northwestern 
Territory  was  a  wilderness,  Virginia  was  an  old, 
densely-peopled  State,  and,  from  her  commanding 
position  and  great  influence,  she  miglit  be  said  to 
hold  the  destinies  of  the  Union  in  her  hand.  But 
how  stood  the  comparison  at  this  day?  What  was 
the  condition  of  that  venerable  State  at  this  day, 
and  what  the  state  and  population  and  prospects 
of  the  vast  and  fertile  region  northwest  of  the  Ohio? 
Yet  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  standing  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio  and  beholding  the  contrast, 
could  gravely  assert  that  the  ordinance  of  '87  was 
a  nullily!  Had  it  been  possible,  at  the  time  that 
ordinance  was  passed,  to  rid  Virginia  of  her  slave 
population  and  place  her  in  that  respect  on  a  foot- 
ing with  the  northwestern  States,  her  progress 
might  at  this  time  have  been  as  rapid  as  theirs. 
Look  at  her  natural  advantages,  superior  in  many 
respects  to  theirs.  With  mountains  of  mineral 
wealth  piled  one  on  another  to  heaven,  with  a 
soil  rich  and  fertile,  a  genial  climate,  with  seaports 
at  her  feet,  and  capacious  harbors  opening  to  all 
the  rich  commerce  of  the  Atlantic,  what  might  she 
not  have  been  at  this  day?  The  gentleman  spoke 
of  Virginia  as  one  of  the  republican  States  of  the 
South.  Mr.  A.  did  not  deny  that  she  was  as  re- 
publican as  any  of  the  other  States,  and  he  had  no 
wish  to  interfere  with  her  domestic  arrangements 
in  any  way;  she  might,  if  she  so  pleased,  base 
representation  upon  soil  and  not  on  man,  and  she 
might  cherish  slavery  as  a  blessing,  if  she  so  es- 
teemed it;  but  this  could  not  prevent  other  States 
from  instituting  a  comparison  between  her  condi- 
tion and  that  of  her  neighbors,  when  challenged  to 
it  by  such  remarks  as  had  fallen  from  the  gentle- 
man from  that  State. 

Mr.  A.  could  not  accept  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  as  an  exponent  of  the  sentiments  of  the 
people  of  Virginia;  he  did  not,  as  Mr.  A.  con- 
ceived, fairly  represent  the  wisdom  or  the  justice 
of  that  Commonwealth.  While  Virginia  was  en- 
titled to  insist  upon  respect  for  her  own  rights,  she 
should  not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  other  States, 
nor  charge  them,  because  they  rejoiced  in  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  in  a  distant  part  of  the  globe, 
with  encouraging  revolt  and  massacre  in  our  own 
land. 

Again,  he  asked  the  gentleman,  was  it  an  insult 
to  the  slaveholding  States  to  adopt  the  Declaration 
of  Independence? — to  pass  the  ordinance  of  '87? — 
to  pass  the  resolution  admitting  Louisiana  into  the 
Union? — or  that  admitting  Missouri? — or  that  ad- 
mitting Texas?  Yet  in  all  these  cases  there  were 
restrictions  on  the  existence  of  slavery  within  cer- 
tain limits.  Or  was  it  an  insult  when  the  last 
House  of  Representatives,  which  the  gentleman  ^ 
would  claim  as  a  Democratic  Congress,  inserted  a 
clause  into  the  constitution  of  Oregon  forever  pro- 
hibiting slavery  in  that  Territory,  or  to  insert  a 
similar  restriction  in  Mexico  in  the  three-million 
bill?  All  these  successive  acts  of  the  representa- 
tives of  the  American  people  were  equally  liable 
to  the  charge  of  insulting  the  slaveholding  States 
with  Mr.  A. 's  amendment.  Would  the  gentleman 
esteem  it  an  insult  and  a  libel,  if,  after  we  should 
have  acquired  new  territory  sufficient  to  form  some 
half  dozen  new  States  of  this  Union,  Congress 
should  put  a  similar  restriction  into  their  constitu- 
tions? The  gentleman  and  his  friends  had  forced 
the  House  and  the  country  into  a  war  which 
seemed  likely  to  end  in  the  acquisition  of  such 
territory,  and  they  would  then  call  upon  Congress 
to  make  laws  for  it.  And  when  that  came,  he  was 
much  mistaken  if  they  would  not  find  that  the 
people  of  the  North  would  lake  their  stand  to  a 
man  on  that  point.  They  had  resisted  the  war, 
but  the  war  had  been  forced  upon  them;  and  whej) 
it  should  be  attempted  to  force  them  to  allosv  the 
existence  of  slavery  in  the  new  territory,  and  thus 
prepare  a  new  acces.sion  of  slaveholding  Slates, 
and  slaveholding  powerand  predominance,  it  would 
be  resisted,  and  they  would  do  all  which  constitu- 
tionally they  could  do  to  prevent  the  extension  of 
the  institution  of  slavery  in  this  Union.  Mr.  A. 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it  as  it  already  existed  in 
the  southern  States.  For  himself,  though  he  did 
not  pretend  to  say  precisely  when,  he  had  not  a 
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doubt  that  slavery  would  ultimately  be  abolished 
in  all  those  States.  That,  however,  should  be 
done  by  no  unconstitutional  act  of  his.  He  had  a 
ri<?ht  to  speak,  and  to  speak  freely,  his  sentiments 
of  the  institution,  and  this  he  should  do  at  all 
proper  times. 

But  gentlemen  might  assure  themselves  that  the 
people  of  the  North  would  resist  the  extension  of 
slavery  as  an  element  of  political  power  in  the 
Union.  As  a  domestic  institution,  existing  within  ' 
a  State,  they  never  would  touch  it.  Let  the  South 
take  it,  and  enjoy  it,  if  enjoyment  it  were;  let  them 
suffer  under  it,  (as  he  believed  they  did;)  with  all 
that,  the  North  had  nothing  to  do.  But  when  it 
should  be  attempted  to  bring  into  the  Federal  Le- 
gislature new  Senators  and  new  Representatives 
on  the  basis  of  slave  property,  they  should  most 
assuredly  resist  it.  It  changed  the  whole  Govern- 
ment; it  made  a  new  Constitution,  a  new  Union. 
Against  such  an  attempt,  though  at  the  risk  of  the 
high  displeasure  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
and  at  the  risk  of  being  called  insulting  and  libel- 
ous, they  should  certainly  take  their  stand.  Mr. 
A.  admitted  that  there  were  in  the  North  a  set  of 
men  of  one  idea;  but  so  there  were  at  the  South. 
There  were  ultra  men  on  both  sides;  and  he  could 
scarcely  say  which  were  the  most  mischievous. 
But  these  were  not  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of 
the  North;  and  it  was  the  mass  of  sober-minded, 
reflecting,  foreseeing  people  of  the  free  States  who 
■would  take  the  stand  he  had  indicated.  They 
would  take  their  stand  upon  the  Constitution,  as  it 
was  originally  formed.  The  element  of  slavery 
was  there;  they  could  not  take  it  out,  or  not  at  least 
without  endangering  the  safety,  if  not  the  exist- 
ence of  the  whole.  There  then  let  it  stand  until 
God  in  his  Providence  shall  move  the  hearts  of  the 
people  to  blot  it  out.  But  gentlemen,  with  their 
progressive  Democracy,  who  wanted  to  make  new 
slave  States,  new  Senators,  new  Representatives, 
based  on  slavery,  could  "not  with  any  show  of 
reason  expect  northern  men  to  stand  quietly  by 
and  see  this  done  without  an  effort  to  resist  it.  If 
they  did,  they  would  find  themselves  wofully  de- 
ceived. 

Mr.  A.  said  he  had  no  disposition  to  prolong 
this  debate.  He  had  given  the  reasons  which  had 
induced  him  to  offer  the  amendment  which  he  had 
had  the  honor  of  proposing  to  the  resolutions  be- 
fore the  House.  In  the  remarks  he  had  made  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  he  had  taken 
the  liberty  of  speaking  freely — as  freely  as  the 
gentleman  had  done  of  him.  To  be  sure,  he  had 
thought  the  gentleman's  manner  somewhat  super- 
cilious; but  he  entertained  no  resentment,  far  less 
any  enmity,  to  that  gentleman.  He  conceded  to 
him  the  same  rights  he  claimed  for  himself,  and 
should  take  no  offence  at  their  free  exercise. 

Mr.  BAYLY  next  obtained  the  floor.  When 
he  had  spoken  one  week  ago  upon  this  question, 
(he  proceeded  to  remark,)  he  had  spoken  without 

one 

Mr.  ASHMUN  interposed,  and  desired  the  gen- 
tleman to  give  way  for  a  moment  while  he  added 
a  few  observations  on  a  topic  which  had  escaped 
him. 

The  SPEAKER,  (addressing  Mr.  Bayly.) 
Does  the  gentleman  give  way.' 
Mr.  BAYLY.  With  pleasure. 
Mr.  ASHMUN  said  he  wished  to  add  a  few 
■words  in  relation  to  the  remarks  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bayly]  had  made  on  the 
subject  of  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  during  the 
old  French  revolution.  The  gentleman  had  charged 
that  the  emancipation  by  the  French  Government 
of  the  slaves  in  the  islands  of  the  Caribbean  sea 
had  produced  the  terrific  results  of  slaughter  and 
rapine  and  crime  which,  we  all  knew,  had  marked 
that  time.  Notwithstanding  the  gentleman  had 
told  the  House  he  spoke  from  the  book,  and  made 
no  assertions  without  knowing  on  what  they  were 
founded,  yet  in  this  respect  he  was  false  in  history. 
Every  reader  of  the  history  of  the  limes  knew  that 
those  revolts  were  the  result,  not  of  emancipation 
by  the  French  Government,  but  of  other  causes. 
The  only  emancipation  prior  to  1793  by  the  French 
Government  of  the  slaves  in  those  islands  ivas 
what  was  contained  in  the  declaration  of  the  Na- 
tional Assembly  of  the  20th  August,  1789.  At 
that  time  the  National  Assembly  declared,  in  the 
words  of  our  own  Declaration  of  Independence, 
that  "  all  men  are  born,  and  are  to  continue,  free 
and  equal  as  to  their  rights."  Prior  to  any  of 
these  insurrections  in  the  West  India  islands,  no 


other  emancipation  of  any  kind  than  what  was 
contained  in  that  declaration  was  ever  enacted  or 
decreed  by  the  National  Assembly.  That  decla- 
ration attracted  the  attention  of  the  population  of 
those  islands,  in  all  its  extent,  and  the  principles 
of  it  induced  the  mulatto  race,  which  was  a  distinct 
race  from  either  the  whites  or  the  negro  slaves,  to 
attempt  to  achieve  their  own  natural  and  political 
rights.  There  were  at  that  time  three  distinct 
races  in  the  West  India  islands:  in  the  first  place, 
the  white  planters,  who  were  the  owners  of  slaves; 
then  the  mulattoes,  who  were  also  men  of  large 
property,  some  of  them  men  of  education,  and  the 
owners  of  slaves;  and,  lastly,  the  African  negro 
slave  caste.  The  first  disturbances  grew  out  of 
the  attempt  of  the  mulattoes  to  vindicate  for  them- 
selves the  principles  contained  in  the  declaration  of 
the  20th  August,  1789.  The  failure  of  the  National 
Assembly  of  France  to  carry  out  in  practice  the 
principle  which  they  had  thus  declared  was  the 
primary  cause  of  the  insurrection  that  ensued.  It 
was  that  that  led  to  open  war,  bitter  feuds  between 
the  white  planter  and  the  mulattoes;  and  it  was 
not  until  they  had  been  continued  some  time  that 
the  slaves,  partaking  of  the  general  ferment,  at- 
tempted insurrection  for  the  purpose  of  achieving 
their  own  freedom.  Then  it  was  that  the  terrible 
scenes  which  had  been  described  were  enacted. 
But  the  act  of  the  French  Government  which  eman- 
cipated slarery  did  not  take  place  until  long  after. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  (in  his  seat.)     I  know  it  did  not. 

Mr.  ASHMUN.  Therefore,  when  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  asserted  that  these  scenes  of 
carnage,  bloodshed,  and  pillage,  were  the  result  of 
an  act  of  emancipation  such  as  had  now  been  pro- 
posed, he  spoke  without  the  book,  and  without 
any  authority  of  history. 

Mr.  BAYLY  resumed  the  floor,  and  proceeded 
with  his  remarks.  He  said  he  was  about  to  re- 
mark, when  he  had  yielded  the  floor  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  that  when  he  had  spoken 
a  week  ago  on  this  subject,  he  had  spoken  without 
one  moment  of  preparation,  and  under  the  feeling 
very  manifest  in  the  House  at  the  time,  which  he 
did  not  attempt  to  suppress.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  subsequently  on  the  same  day,  had 
obtained  the  floor,  and  declined  then,  under  cir- 
cumstances similar  to  those  under  which  he  had 
spoken,  to  reply.  He  had  taken  a  week  to  fortify 
himself,  and  all  he  (Mr.  B.)  asked,  was  now,  not 
a  week  of  preparation  to  rejoin  to  him,  but  the  at- 
tention of  this  committee.  He  should  follow  the 
gentleman  step  by  step  through  his  remarks. 

And,  first,  as  to  what  the  gentleman  had  said  in 
reference  to  his  (Mr.  B.  's)  suggestion  as  to  the 
terms  in  which  the  resolutions  of  congratulation  to 
the  French  people  ought  to  be  presented  to  the 
country.  The  gentleman  said  he  had  objected  to 
the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Cummins,]  because  they  had  not  come  from  any 
committee  of  this  House,  or  even  from  a  gentle- 
man connected  with  the  committee  having  charge 
of  our  foreign  relations,  and  had  seemed  to  intimate 
that  that  was  ground  of  objection  on  his  (Mr. 
b.'s)partto  the  resolutions  themselves.  On  the 
contrary,  gentlemen  linew  very  well  that  it  was 
impossible  to  get  this  subject  before  the  House  in 
the  imposing  form  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  desired,  until 
they  had  first  been  submitted  by  some  member  of 
the  House.  His  (Mr.  B. 's)  argument  had  been 
in  favor  of  referring  the  resolutions,  and  nowhere 
i  had  he  objected  on  account  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  having  introduced  them.  That  gentleman 
had  quite  as  much  right  to  introduce  them  as  any- 
body else.  They  had  come  with  quite  as  much 
propriety  from  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  as  they 
could  have  come  from  anybody  else.  But  he  (Mr. 
B.)  liad  desired  to  give  them  an  imposing  appear- 
ance. He  had  desired  that  they  should  not  seem 
to  the  country  the  suggestion  of  a  single  individual, 
but  rather  the  deliberate  and  well-considered  action 
of  this  House. 

He  had  not  understood  the  resolutions  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  nor  had  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  himself  understood  the  resolutions 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  as  referring  to  the 
subject  of  abolition  in  the  I'Vench  colonies;  be- 
cause, if  he  had,  why  did  he  move  his  amendment.' 
The  resolutions  had  created  no  excitement  here, 
though  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  now 
maintained  that  they  contained  the  substance  of 
ins  ainenUment;  there  had  been  no  excitement,  no 
ill  feeling,  no  indisposition  to  vote  them  when  they 
were  brought  forward  in  an  imposing  and  proper 


form.  Was  it  that  the  gentleman  found  that  al- 
though thus  containing  his  amendment,  as  he  now 
maintained,  they  were  not  likely  to  become  the 
subject  of  broil  and  discord  here,  and  hence  he 
deemed  it  necessary  to  give  additional  point  to  it, 
to  render  it  obnoxious  as  far  as  their  feelings  were 
cioncerned,  and  thus- raise  the  storm  of  which  he 
now  complained.'  The  gentleman  had  one  of  the 
two  horns  of  the  dilemma:  he  must  either  admit 
that  lie  did  not  understand  the  resolutions  as  he 
now  maintained  them  to  be,  or,  being  everything 
he  desired,  yet  as  they  were  going  quietly  along, 
his  purpose  of  agitation  was  not  likely  to  be  at- 
tained, and  therefore  it  was  necessary  for  him  to 
interfere  with  his  amendment.  So  far  from  the 
gentleman's  remarks  having  relieved  him  from  any 
odium,  which  he  (Mr.  B.)  undertook  to  say  his 
amendment  had  brought  upon  him  in  the  estima- 
tion of  three-fourths  of  the  members  of  this  House, 
they  only  served  to  fix  it  more  indelibly  upon 
him. 

But  the  gentleman  said  that  the  resolutions  were 

Eremature;  that  he  desired  to  congratulate  France, 
ut  wished  to  wait  until  he  saw  the  result  of  the 
movement  there  making.  Even  now  he  wished 
to  wait  until  republicanism  was  consolidated  in 
France  before  he  could  express  a  word  of  sympa- 
thy in  this  movement  in  the  direction  of  free  prin- 
ciples; he  desired  that  the  movement  should  first 
be  consummated.  He  (Mr.  B.)  wished  for  no  such 
ill-timid  delay.  In  this  contest  for  free  principles, 
waged  in  imitation  of  our  own  glorious  contest  of 
'76,  he  did  not  wish  now,  any  more  than  France 
did  then,  to  wait  for  the  movement  to  be  consum- 
mated before  the  cheering  voice  of  sympathy  was 
heard.  So  far  from  its  being  premature,  it  was  in 
the  midst  of  the  strife,  when  the  issue  was  yet  un- 
certain, when  these  people  were  contending  for 
their  political  rights,  that  they  required  the  cheer- 
ing voice  of  sympathy.  It  was  at  such  a  period 
as  that  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  wished  to  speak:  whilst 
the  contest  waged,  not  when  it  was  over.  Then 
would  be  a  time  for  congratulation  when  they  had 
achieved  the  glorious  object  for  which  they  were 
struggling;  nowVas  the  time  to  send  over  to  them 
the  voice  of  sympathy  and  encouragement.  He  had 
none  of  that  cold  calculating  policy  which  would 
restrain  him  from  sympathizing  with  men  fighting 
for  their  liberties  because  perchance  they  might  be 
stricken  down  in  the  struggle.  He  ardently  hoped 
that  France  might  establish,  on  a  firm  basis,  her 
republican  principles;  and  it  was  precisely  because 
he  entertained  that  hope  that  he  wanted  to  cheer 
them  in  the  effort.  It  was  precisely  because  he  did 
not  want  to  produce  despondency  for  lack  of  the 
sympathy  of  this  great  nation  that  he  did  not  want 
to  wait.  If  this  was  to  be  the  case,  if  we  were  not 
to  rejoice  now,  we  never  could  rejoice  at  the  in- 
ception of  any  movement.  Somewhat  of  irregu- 
larity, confusion,  disorder — somewhat  (he  was 
sorry  to  add)  of  error,  must  always  precede  the 
full  establishment  of  any  great  principles  of  this 
nature.  Was  France "premature  when  she  not  only 
aided  us  by  her  cheering  voice  of  sympathy,  but 
with  men  and  money.'  Was  it  premature  in  France 
then  .'  It  was  precisely,  exactly  as  premature  as  it 
was  in  us  now.  He  had  no  sympathy  with  the 
gentleman  in  this  ill-timed  prudence. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  again  to- 
day could  not  speak  to  these  resolutions — with  all 
his  professed  anxiety  to  produce  no  discord,  merely 
to  discharge  his  duties  here — he  could  not  speak  to 
these  resolutions  without  recurring  to  the  conduct 
of  our  Government  in  the  Mexican  war,  virtually 
charging  us  with  hypocrisy — not  in  terms,  but  that 
was  the  effect  of  his  argument — charging,  that  at 
the  time  we  were  exulting  at  the  birth  of  a  Repub- 
lic in  the  Old  World,  we  were  exerting  the  power 
of  our  nation  to  crush  a  Republic  on  this  continent. 
What  had  we  done,  either  in  Mexico  or  elsewhere, 
that  showed  any  disposition  on  our  part  to  put  the 
iron  heel  of  war  upon  any  Republic  here.'  Was 
Mexico  less  likely  to  be  free,  less  likely  to  be  re- 
publican, after  the  termination  of  this  war,  which 
the  gentleman's  course  had  tended  so  much  to  pro- 
tract, than  it  was  now .'  Was  there  any  man  who 
had  looked  attentively  at  the  course  of  events,  who 
believed  that  this  war  would  result  in  injury  to  the 
civil  and  political  condition  of  Mexico;  who  did 
not  know  that  there  the  principles  of  liberty  were 
better  understood;  that  the  reign  of  nulitaiy  des- 
pots had  been  cut  short;  that  the  rights  of  man 
would  come  to  be  respected  to  a  greater  extent  in 
Mexico  than  they  ever  had  been  before.' 
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The  gentleman  had  expressed  some  surprise  that 
the  resolutions  of  the  gentleman  from  Oliio  con- 
tained a  virtual  congratulation  at  this  aGolition 
movement  in  France,  and  had  said,  that  "  but  for 
the  position"  (emphasizing  the  word)  of  the  gen- 
tleman, he  would  have  been  more  explicit  in  its 
utterance.  What  did  the  gentleman  mean  by  this, 
t\ml  bat  for  his  position?  Had  it  come  to  this?  Had 
a  leader  of  the  Whig  party  in  this  House  been 
brougiit  to  admit  that  the  position  of  a  Democratic 
member  on  this  side  of  the  House  was  a  restraint 
upon  him  in  throwing  an  apple  of  discord  here 
■which  did  not  prevail  on  that  side  of  the  House? 
They  all  ki-.ew — scarcely  any  man  was  so  inatten- 
tive to  what  was  going  on  here  from  day  to  day  as 
not  to  know — that  such  was  the  fact;  but  he  had 
thought  that  the  calculating  prudence  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  would  probably  have  re- 
strained him  from  the  open,  undisguised  avowal  of 
it  on  this  floor. 

The  gentleman  had  referred  to  the  remarks  of 
the  French  minister;  had  quoted  from  his  book 
what  he  had  said  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the 
West  India  islands.  Now,  he  (Mr.  B.)  begged 
leave  to  say  to  thi.'s  House  that  he  attached  pre- 
cisely the  same  importance  to  Lamartine's  descrip- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  West  Indies,  that  he  did  to 
the  constant  descriptions  of  slavery  in  the  south- 
ern Stales  by  the  gentleman  and  his  associates  on 
this  floor.  He  had  never  lived  in  those  colonies. 
He  knew  nothing  of  their  condition.  He  was  pre- 
cisely as  ignorant  of  it  as  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sacliusetts  and  those  who  operated  with  him  were 
of  the  condition  of  slavery  in  tlie  southern  States, 
and  liis  presumptions  woula  never  supply  the  place 
of  knowledge.  He  attached  precisely  the  same 
importance  to  the  opinions  of  Lamartine  upon  a 
subject  which  he  did  not  understand,  that  he  did 
to  the  o[iinions  so  often  expressed  here  by  a  class 
precisely  in  the  satne  category. 

But  tiie  gentleman  had  not  been  content  with  a 
legitimate  reply  to  his  argument,  such  as  it  was — 
wholly  unpremeditated;  but  had  seen  fit  to  come 
into  this  Hall,  in  a  manner  which  every  gentleman 
liere  must  feel  to  have  been  oflensive,  to  drag  before 
the  nation  and  to  denounce  the  conduct  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  Virginia  for  refusing  to  pass  certain  resolu- 
tions in  reference  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Adams.  It 
was  not  for  him  to  defend  that  body,  composed  as 
it  was  of  patriots  and  statesmen.  They  were  able 
to  defend  themselves,  and  they  had  defended  them- 
selves. But  why  was  it  that  the  Senate  of  Virginia 
had  not  passed  those  resolutions?  They  were 
willing  to  pass  such  resolutions  as  were  becoriiing 
the  occasion.  They  oll'ered  to  pass  resolutions  of 
regret  at  the  death  of  the  man;  but  they  were  un- 
willing to  stamp  hypocrisy  upon  themselves,  and 
to  pass  general  resolutions  of  approbation  of  the 
conduct  of  a  gentleman  whose  conduct,  it  was  well 
known,  had  never  met  the  approbation  of  Virginia. 
He  spoke  of  jiis  political  course.  Of  his  private 
character  as  a  man,  of  his  ability  as  a  statesman, 
no  man  in  Virginia  had  ever  undertaken  to  speak 
in  terms  of  disparagement.  But  they  were  not 
willing  to  pass  resolutions  of  approbation  of  his  po- 
litical conduct;  and  the  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  were 
the  Sole  authors  of  the  rejection  of  those  resolutions, 
by  the  attempt  to  avail  Ihetnselves  of  the  reluctance 
which  men  ever  have  to  refuse  to  say  anything 
laudatory  of  the  dead,  and  to  seize  upon  a  solemn 
occasion  of  that  sort  to  effect  a  party  purpose,  and 
to  make  the  people  of  Virginia,  on  such  an  occa- 
sion, pass  a  vote  of  condemnation  upon  their  whole 
course.  Tlie  Senate  of  Virginia  had  firmness 
enough,  had  respect  for  itself  enough,  not  to  unite 
in  any  such  unhallowed  movement.  Proper  reso- 
lution.s  could  have  been  passed,  and  would  have 
been  passed  unanimously;  but  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Adams  insisted  on  that  being  done  which  the  Sen- 
ate of  Virginiii,  with  proper  respect  for  itself,  could 
not  possibly  do. 

But  suppose  the  Senate  of  Virginia  in  this  respect 
had  erred.  Suppose  their  conduct  had  been  so  out- 
rngcou.s  a.s  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
would  have  the  nation  believe,  with  what  propriety 
was  it  that  he  came  forward  to  n.ssail  ilie  conduct 
of  the  Legislature  of  one  of  the  oldest,  and  I  beg 
leave  to  add,  one  of  the  most  patriotic  Suites  in  this 
Union?  It  was  an  impudent  inlr<;rme(ldling,  an 
effort,  not  unusual  here,  to  throw  a  stigma  upon 
that  old  Stale,  the  niotlier  of  States  and  of  states- 
men, which  had  reposing  in  her  bosom  the  mortal 
remains  of  the  man  who  first  roused  the  American 
people  to  a  sense  of  their  rights,  of  the  uuthor  of 


the  Declaration  of  American  independence,  and  of 
that  patriot,  such  as  the  world  n^ver  saw  before  or 
would  see  again,  who,  by  his  virtue,  patriotism, 
moderation,  and  prudence,  carried  out  the  design 
and  conducted  the  colonies  through  the  struggle 
which  established  our  independence. 

The  gentleman  said,  wlien  lie  (Mr.  B.)  pro- 
nounced his  amendment  a  libel  on  one-half  of  the 
States  of  this  Union,  he  was  virtually  saying  that 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  equally  a 
libel.  What  was  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  as 
modified  by  his  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Schenck?] 
It  was  a  declaration  that  slavery,  domestic  slavery, 
was  a  violation  of  a  cardinal  republican  principle. 
He  said  that  that  declaration  was  a  libel  on  one- 
half  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  because  it  afltrmed 
that  those  States  were  living  in  the  habitual  viola- 
tion of  a  cardinal  republican  principle,  and  he  main- 
tained it  still.  But  had  ihegentlenian's  resolution 
any  analogy  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence? 
Did  the  Declaration  of  Independence  speak  of  any- 
thing else  than  political  rights?  When  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence  declared  tliat  all  men  are 
born  equal,  did  it  mean  to  assert  the  untruth  that 
all  men  were  in  fact  born  equal  in  their  moral  and 
physical  condition?  Did  it  mean  to  say  that  the 
idiot  was  born  equal  in  every  respect  with  the  man 
of  genius?  In  wliat  were  they  equal?  Equal  in 
stature?  in  intellect?  in  any  gift  of  God?  The  Dec- 
laration of  Independence  never  meant  to  assert  any 
such  absurdity  as  that.  It  meant  to  assert  that 
men  are  equal  in  their  native  political  rights.  That 
was  what  it  declared,  and  that  was  all  it  declared; 
and  there  was  no  ingenuity  which  could  torture 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  into  liaving  the 
remotest  allusion  to  tlie  institution  of  domestic 
slavery. 

The  gentleman  had  read  a  long  list  of  bright 
names  that  represented  Virginia  at  that  time  in 
the  old  Continental  Congress — the  name  of  Lee, 
who  introduced  the  resolution  that  "  these  colo- 
nies are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde- 
pendent Stales;"  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  Carter 
Braxton,  and  other  eminent  men,  who  participated 
in  that  movement.  Did  he  not  know  that  every 
one  of  these  men  at  that  time  were  large  slave- 
holders— among  the  largest  in  that  State?  that 
every  one  of  them  continued  to  be  slaveliolders  till 
the  day  of  their  death?  With  what  purpose,  then, 
did  he  come  in  here  and  assert  that  these  men  pro- 
pounded any  such  declaration?  1  say  (said  Mr. 
B.)  that  the  Declaration  of  Independence  is  a  libel 
on  my  Sttite!  Sir,  it  is  the  handiwork  of  her 
noblest  and  most  gifted  sons.  But  it  is  as  little  like 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, either  in  its  purpose  or  sentiment,  as  he  is 
like  the  eminent  men  who  asserted  and  maintained 
it!  And,  in  saying  that,  I  do  not  know  how  1  can 
draw  a  stronger  contrast. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  asked  (con- 
tinued Mr.  B.)  if  the  ordinance  of  1789  was  a  libel 
on  the  States  of  the  South.  He  (Mr.  B.)  did  not 
choose  to  repeat  liow  what  he  should  have  an 
opportunity  on  another  occasion  to  say,  when  he 
should  pay  his  res])ects  to  that  ordinance,  and 
show  all  it  ever  was,  oris.  It  contained  no  such 
sentiment  as  that  expressed  by  the  gentleman. 

In  the  same  spirit  in  which  lie  iiad  referred  to 
'  the  action  of  the  Senate  of  Virginia,  the  gentleman 
I  had  undertaken  to  come  here  and  criticise  her  con- 
I  stitution;  and  to  refer  to  the  fact  that  suftVage  there 
was  confined  to  the  soil  and  did  not  attach  to  the 
!  citizen.  In  this  he  had  shown  precisely  the  same 
!  sort  of  information  in  reference  to  her  constitution 
that  he  had  in  his  speeches  heretofore  in  reference 
to  the  institution  of  domestic  slavery  in  Virginia. 
The  constitution  of  Virginia  made  no  sucli  restric- 
tion. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  interposed,  and,  the  floor  being 
yielded,  inquired  of  the  gentleman  if  the  right  of 
voting  in  several  counties  in  Virginia  was  not  in- 
cident to  ownership  of  the  soil? 

Mr.  BAYLY  replied  in  the  negative.  Nbt  one- 
half  of  the  voters  in  Virginia  owned  one  foot  of 
soil. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  had  not  said  they  did.  But  he 
asked  tigain  whether  owning  territory  in  dillerent 
counties  did  not  gfvc  the  owners  the  right  to  vote 
in  eacli  county  where  the  real  estate  was  situated? 

Mr.  BAYLY  rejilied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said  that  was  his  assertion. 

Mr.  BAYLY  continued.  The  ownership  of  the 
soil  (lie  said  j  gave  one  class  of  rights;  but  one-lialf 
of  the  voters  of  Virginia  did  not  own  one  fool  of 


land.     The  right  of  sufl^rage  in  Virginia  was  not 
as  extended  as  he  v^ould  have  it;  it  was  not  as  ex- 
tended as  he  desired  to  see  it;  but  it  was  almost  as 
universal  as  it  could  be  where  there  was  any  prop- ' 
erty  restriction  whatever. 

But  to  recur  to  the  subject  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  The  gentleman  had  said  that  every 
creature  that  had  the  form  of  a  man  was  entitled 
to  the  right  of  citizenship.  He  asked  the  gentle- 
man in  what  State  of  this  Union  did  any  such  right 
obtain  ?  He  asked  him  in  what  State  of  this  Union, 
except,  perhaps,  his  own,  did  free  negroes  enjoy 
any  rights  of  citizenship?  Did  they  vote?  Did 
they  serve  on  juries?  Had  they  the  right,  which 
was  secured  by  the  Constitution  to  every  citizen, 
of  going  to  any  State  they  please  to  reside  in? 
Di(j  not  the  gentleman  know  that,  although  he 
talked  so  much  about  negroes  being  deprived  of 
-their  rights  by  the  institution  of  slavery,  they  were 
as  much  deprived  of  every  politicah  right  in  the 
other  States  as  they  were  in  Virginia? 

Mr.  ASHMUN  was  understood  to  say  (Mr.  B. 
yielding)  that  there  were  other  States  beside  Mas- 
sachusetts in  which  the  black  population  were 
entitled  to  vote.  This  was  the  case,  h'e  believed, 
in  Democratic  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  BAYLY.     Do  the  negroes  vote  there? 

Mr.  ASHMUN.     Yes,  and  in  New  Y'ork. 

Mr.  BAYLY  (continuing)  undertook  to  say, 
that  neither  in  New  Y^ork  nor  New  Hampshire — 
and  he  did  not  speak  from  the  book,  nor  did  he 
presume  to  be  as  well  acquainted  with  their  domes- 
tic institutions  as  their  own  Representatives  were — 
but  he  undertook  to  say,  that  neither  in  New  York 
nor  New  Hampshire  did  the  negroes  stand  on  the 
same  footing  with  the  white  voter.  There  were 
discriminations  against  them;  and  if  there  were 
any  discriminations,  they  did  not  enjoy  all  the 
privileges  of  citizenship. 

Mr.  TUCK  interposed,  and,  the  floor  being 
yielded,  begged  leave  to  correct  the' gentleman  in 
regard  to  New  Hampshire.  Free  negroes  voted 
in  New  Hampshire;  and  he  would  inform  the 
gentleman  that  very  many  of  them  were  intelligent 
and  respectable  men.     [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  BAYLY  continued.  How  many  of  them 
had  the  gentleman  ever  seen  on  the  jury,  at  the 
bar,  on  the  bench  of  justice?  Not  one,  he  would 
undertake  to  say.  And  they  could  not  marry  a 
white  woman.  [A  laugh.]  And  yet  gentlemen 
came  here  and  told  them  that  they  were  free  and 
equal.  It  was  not  the  fact  anywhere.  Look  at 
Connecticut,  in  the  very  heart  of  New  England: 
on  a  late  occasion,  by  an  overwhelming  popular 
vote,  she  had  denied  them  the  right  of  sufi'rage. 
Look  at  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  to  every  State 
in  the  Union,  where  they  were  not  entitled  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  the  white;  and  yet 
gentlemen  talked  to  them  about  emancipating  their 
slaves.  Go  home,  (said  he,)  and  emancipate  your 
free  negroes.  When  you  do  that,  we  will  listen 
to  you  with  more  patience.  Until  you  have  taken 
the  beam  out  of  your  own  eye,  do  not  undertake 
to  remove  the  mote  from  ours. 

But  the  gentleman,  not  content  with  referring  to 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia  and  her  constitution, 
had  undertaken  to  tell  the  House  about  her  want 
of  prosperity,  and  to  refer  them  to  the  greater 
growth  and  success  of  other  States.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
knew  that  this  was  a  very  common  idea;  but  he 
undertook  to  say,  with  some  small  knowledge  of 
the  fact,  that  there  was  not  one  of  the  old  States 
which  had  advanced  in  prosperity  with  more  steady, 
decided  ste)-)  than  Virginia.  He  undertook  to  say 
that  there  was  no  Stale  in  which  the  progress  of 
improvement  had  been  more  rapid  and  certain. 
He  knew  some  of  the  new  States  had  outstripped 
her.  The  cheapness  of  their  lands,  and  many 
other  circumstances,  which  he  could  not  now  stop 
to  discuss,  had  stimulated  them  into  rapid  pros- 
perity— a  prosperity  which  he  had  never  envied 
them.  But  he  maintained  that,  among  the  old 
States  of  this  Union,  there  was  no  State  which 
had  advanced  in  ]iopiilation  and  wealth  with  more 
steady  step  than  had  Virginia.  Even  Massachu- 
setts herself,  with  all  the  protection  she  had  re- 
ceived from  the  General  Government,  elevating 
her  and  depressing  us,  had  not  a  larger  ratio  of 
representation,  in  comparison  with  Virginia,  on 
this  floor,  than  she  had  in  the  first  Congress  under 
the  Constitution. 

And  yet  with  these  circumstances,  their  people 
constantly  going  out,  the  new  States  keeping  up  a 
constant  drain  uj)on  them  in  consequence  of  their 
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cheap  and  fertile  lands,  which  stood  as  an  induce- 
ment to  them,  he  asked  to  be  referred  to  one  of  the 
old  States  that  had  advanced  in  population,  wealth, 
impro-vement,  more  rapidly  than  theState  in  partso 
ably  represented  by  his  friends  near  him  [Messrs. 
Stephens  and  Toombs]  from  Georgia.  If  they  went 
into  one  of  the  new  States,  let  them  show  him  one 
that  had  advanced  faster  than  Missouri.  The  insti- 
tution of  slavery  had  been  no  blight  upon  them.  But 
if  it  had  been,  it  was  their  misfortune;  and  did  it 
become  certain  gentlemen  from  the  free  States  con- 
stantly to  throw  up  to  them  a  misfortune  which 
they  did  not  feel,  and  one  which  they  had  not  the 
power  to  remedy.'  Did  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts find  it  consonant  either  with  the  feel- 
ings of  humanity  and  patriotism?  If  they  had  a 
deformed  limb,  in  the  name  of  God  let  it  pass  the 
notice  of  their  brethren.  If  it  could  not  pass  their 
notice,  let  them  not  be  jeered  and  ridiculed  for  it. 
It  was  an  institution  which  was  upon  them:  if  it 
was  a  deformity  in  their  social  system,  no  portion 
of  the  people  of  this  globe  had  done  more  to  pro- 
duce this  deformity  than  the  people  of  Massachu- 
setts themselves;  and  they  were  doing  it  (as  his 
colleague  suggested)  at  this  hour  in  Brazil;  there 
they  were  fastening  it  upon  them. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  said 
that  he  had  been  in  error  in  what  he  had  said  in 
reference  to  abolition  in  St.  Domingo.  The  gen- 
tleman seemed  to  suppose  that  he  had  maintained 
that  it  was  the  action  of  the  French  Government 
which  brought  about  that  emancipation,  and  had 
undertaken  to  show  that  it  occurred  prior  to  any 
action  of  the  Government  on  that  subject.  He 
knew  that  quite  as  well  as  the  gentleman.  He  had 
never  said  that  abolition  in  St.  Domingo  was 
■  brought  about  by  the  action  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment. On  the  contrary,  in  as  explicit  terms  as 
he  could  employ,  he  had  said  it  was  brought  about 
by  the  agitation  of  the  subject  by  English  and 
French  fanatics,  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
Government  of  either,  and  by  the  operation  of  so- 
cieties there  of  the  character  to  which  the  gentle- 
man belonged. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  (Mr.  B.  yielding)  said  he  had 
understood  the  gentleman  to  make  use  of  these 
words,  precisely  as  he  was  reported  in  the  Intelli- 
gencer: 

"Mr.  Bayly  said  he  was  not  mistaken;  he  spoke  from 
the  hook.  Tlie  House  knew  very  well  that  he  seldom  ad- 
dressed it,  and  when  he  did,  that  he  was  uot  in  the  liabit  of 
speaking  of  whfit  he  had  not  looked  into,  or  of  making  as- 
sertions without  knowing  on  what  they  were  foundt d.  But 
he  would  give  the  professed  philanthropist  from  Ohio  one  in- 
stance— a  honilile  instance  it  was — where  this  process  of 
universal  emancipation  was  done  at  a  blow,  with  a  single 
dash  of  the  pen  ;  it  was  the  well-known  case  of  St.  Uomm- 
go-  *  *  *  Liberate  three  liundred  thousand  negroes 
by  a  stroke  of  the  pen  !  VVlio  did  not  know  tJiat  it  could 
not  be  diin^but  through  scenes  of  carnage  and  horror  from 
which  humanity  recoiled?" 

Mr.r  BAYLY  (resuming;)  said  if  the  gentleman 
would  hand  him  the  report  he  would  show  him 
exactly  what  he  had  said.  That  report,  consider- 
ing the  circumstances  under  which  he  had  spoken, 
he  was  free  to  say,  was  a  very  faithful  one.  His 
own  impression  was,  that  in  the  connection  in 
which  it  was  thei-e  used  he  had  not  spoken  of  the 
St.  Domingo  abolition  having  taken  place  in  con- 
sequence of  the  dash  of  a  pen.  But  if  he  had,  the 
former  part  of  his  remarks  showed  conclusively 
that  he  understood  then,  as  now,  that  it  did  not 
originate  with  the  French  Government.  The  re- 
marks immediately  after  what  thegentleman  quoted 
showed  clearly  enough  what  was  his  understand- 
ing. He  had  said  the  thing  had  been  effected. 
How?  By  the  action  of  the  Government?  No  such 
tiling. 

"  Then  the  thing  had  been  etTected  by  the  busy  intermed- 
dling of  visionary  fanatics,  just  a--  it  was  now  sought  to  be 
done  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  and  his  associates.  There 
was  then  a  band  of  fanatics  in  London  who  met  in  the  Old 
Jewry,  and  who  passed  resolutions  very  similar  to  the 
amendment  which  it  was  now  sought  to  foist  on  the  pending 
resolutions. 

"  It  was  then  proposed  to  aid  these  negroes  with  men  and 
money  in  a  struggle  for  tbeir  freedom  ;  and  similar  resolu- 
tions were  at  the  same  time  adopted  in  France  by  an  associ- 
ation similar  to  that  to  wliich  the  gentleman  and  his  aboli- 
tion friends  belonged  among  us.  These  fanatical  visionaries 
set  the  revolt  of  the  blacks  in  St.  Domingo  in  motion  ;  their 
machinations  succeeded  in  exciting  a  si:rvile  insurrection, 
in  the  course  of  wliicli  every  white  man  and  woman  and 
child  in  the  island  was  massacred,  with  the  exception  of  a 
small  remnant,  who  tied  to  the  shipping  in  the  harbor,  and 
barely  escaped  with  their  lives.  Whole  hecatotnbs  of  dead 
bodies  were  piled  up  in  the  streets,  amid  burning,  murder, 
and  pillage.  Nay,  so  great  was  the  I'nry  of  tlie  lilacks  that 
their  rage  and  revenge  could  not  glut  tbeinselves  witli  the 
butchery  of  every  white  person,  (and  tliev  found  no  difii- 
cuityin  dmwiug  Uiat  luie  of  distinction  which  the  gentle- 


man thought  so  great  a  mystery  ;  it  was  no  problem  to  the 
negroes;)  but  tluy  then  turned  upon  the  mulattoes  and  ex- 
terminated them.  They  seemed  to  hate  every  human  crea- 
ture that  had  white  blood  in  his  veins  with  a  bitterness  that 
had  no  parallel  unless  in  the  breast  of  the  member  from' 
Ohio." 

He  had  made  other  remarks  which  were  not  in 
this'  report.  The  House  would  recollect — those 
who  had  paid  attention  to  his  speech — that  he  had 
referred  expressly  to  the  fact  that  the  Abolition 
Society  of  London  had  furnished  Oge  with  a  ship, 
with  men  and  money;  and  it  was  by  this  aid,  thus 
furnished  by  persons  belonging  to  associations 
precisely  similar  to  those  that  existed  here,  that 
these  negroes  had  been  stirred  up  to  insurrection, 
and  been  enabled  to  succeed.  How?  By  cutting 
the  throats  of  every  white  man,  woman,  and  child 
in  the  land,  except  the  few  that  escaped. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  wished  to  correct  the  gentleman 
on  one  point.  Oge's  mission,  he  presumed  th6 
gentleman  would  recollect,  was  to  vindicate  the 
rights  of  the  mulattoes  against  the  whites.  His 
mission  was  not  emancipation. 

Mr.  BAYLY  knew,  as  well  as  a  man  could  ex- 
pect to  know  from  general  reading,  the  history  of 
that  transaction;  and  he  now  repeated,  if  the  gen- 
tleman would   go  to  his  own  historian,  Edwards, 
he  would  find  that  the  whites  would  have  succeed- 
ed in  suppressing  this  insurrection  but  for  the  men 
and  money  furnished  by  these  abolition  fanatics 
of  England  and  France.     And  how  did  the  mulat- 
toes profit?    As  he  had  said  the  other  day,  after 
the  whites  were  exterminated  by  the  joint  action 
of  the  blacks  and  the  mulattoes,  they  were  not  yet 
satiated  with  blood,  and  at  a  subsequent  period  the 
blacks  turned  upon  the  mulattoes  themselves,  and 
from  that  hour  to  this  there  had  been  nothing  but 
confusion  and  blocftlshed  in  that  island,  until  it  was 
fast  relapsing  into   that  barbarism  which  he  fully 
believed  it  was  impossible  to  keep  the  negro  out  of 
in  any  other  way  than   by  the  guardianship  and 
protection  of  the  white.     He  said  now,  whether 
by  the  torch  of  the  incendiary  and  the  dagger  of 
the  assassin,  or  by  the  peaceful  action  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, emancipation  could  never  take  place  in 
any  country  where  there  was  a  predominance  of 
blacks  without  absolute  destruction  to  the  whites. 
There  was  no  man  who  was  thoroughly  acquaint- 
ed with  the  black  race  who  believed  that  the  two 
races  could  ever  live  together  in  the  same  commu- 
nity as  equals:  they  never  did  anywhere,  and  never 
could.     Look  to  the  British  Islands:  British  states- 
men had  admitted  that  their  attempt  at  emancipa- 
tion there  had  proved  a  failure.     It  had  taken  place 
under  circumstances    more   favorable  than  could 
ever  again  occur :  the  masters  were  in  some  sort 
compensated  for  their  slaves  by  the  appropriation 
of  $100,000,000,  and  there  was  not  that  acute  sting 
of  wrong  which  would  occur  where  they  were  not 
thus  emancipated;  they  underwent  a  probation  of 
ten  years;  they  had  British  bayonets  there  to  keep 
them  in  order  and  protect  the  throats  of  white  men 
against  their  murder;  and  yet  with  all  these  safe- 
guards, with   all   these   favorable   circumstances, 
which  never  did  occur,  and  which  never  could  oc- 
cur again,  what  was  the  condition  of  things  there? 
Look  to  the  debates  in  the  British  Parliament;  look 
to  the  admission  of  her  statesmen,  and  even  of  her 
abolition  journals,  and  it  was  everywhere  conceded  | 
that  the  attempt  had  proved  a  failure.     It  had  been 
maintained  in   the  British   Parliament,  as  it  was 
here,  that  white  labor  would  be  more  profitable  than 
slave  labor;  that  emancipation  would  enhance  the 
products  of  those  islands.     We  of  the  South  (said 
he)  knew  otherwise.     As  young  as  he  was,  he  re- 
viewed in  one  of  the  periodicals  of  the  day  these 
positions;  he  was  not  wise  after  the  fact;  in  1833, 
in  this  article  which  was  in  print,  he  had  predicted 
exactly  what  had  since  occurred.     He  undertook 
to  say  there  was  no  man  in  the  South  who  under- 
stood the  negro  character  who   had  not  foreseen 
precisely  what  had  occurred.     English  statesmen 
did   not  understand  the  fact — which  it  was  a  pity 
could  not  be  learned  here — that  ignorance  and  pre- 
sumption were  no  substitute  for  knowledge,  and 
that  men  cannot  wisely  regulate  a  subject  who  do 
not  understand  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  referred 
to  (tie  was  sorry  he  [Mr,  Ashmun]  had  referred  to  so 
many  miscellaneous  subjects  in  this  connection,  for 
it  had  betrayed  him  into  a  discursiveness  of  debate 
which  he  hoped  he  was  not  much  accustomed  to)  and 
asked  him  if  the  Oregon  bill,  with  the  anti-slavery 
restriction,  was  a  libel  on  the  southern  States.  He 
regretted  that  the  gentleman  had  made  it  necessary 


for  him  to  refer  to  the  circumstances  under  which 
that  anti-slavery  restriction  was  put  in  the  bill.  It 
had  been  in  none  of  the  territorial  bills  that  had 
preceded  it,  except  the  Wisconsin  bill,  and  there 
in  so  loose  and  general  phraseology  that  it  had 
escaped  the  attention  of  the  House.  The  effort 
had  been  abandoned  in  the  case  of  the  Iowa  bill, 
and  had  never  been  renewed.  When  the  Oregon 
bill  came  into  this  House  in  1845,  reported  by  a 
gentleman  from  a  slave  State,  and  from  a  commit- 
tee the  majority  of  whom  were  from  non-slave- 
holding  States,  there  was  no  such  restriction  in  it. 
It  was  placed  there — and  he  regretted  it — on  the 
motion  of  a  gentleman  whose  elevated  personal 
character,  whose  elegant  accomplishments,  whose 
urbanity,  whose  ability,  whose  statesmanship', 
ought  to  have  made  him  scorn  to  have  participated 
in  any  such  proceedings — by  the  gentleman  who 
then,  as  now,  represented  the  city  of  Boston.  It 
was  brought  there  against  all  precedent,  against  all 
necessity — cfrcumstances  which  he  regretted,  as 
he  regretted  the  source  from  which  it  came.  If  it  ■ 
had  come  from  such  a  source  as  this  amendment 
he  should  have  expected  nothing  better;  but  he 
confessed  he  was  disappointed,  mortified,  to  see  it 
come  from  the  source  from  which  it  did. 

There  were  many  other  topics  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman had  referred  which  he  should  not  take  up 
his  time  in  speaking  of  now — speaking  without 
one  moment's  preparation  as  he  did. 

But  one  more  remark.  He  sought  altercation 
with  the  gentleman  as  little  as  the  gentleman  did 
with  him.  He  had  no  fondness  for  personalities; 
he  had  no  taste  either  to  indulge  in  abuse  in  the 
first  instance,  or  to  retort  it.  The  retort  of  abuse- 
was  low  and  vulgar;  it  was  rather  the  recourse  of 
vulgar  minds,  overflowing  with  bad  passions,  than 
the  resort  of  patriotic  indignation  at  unprovoked 
attack.  He  confessed  that  some  remarks  which 
he  had  made  when  he  occupied  the  floor  a  week 
ago  were  pretty  pointed:  if  he  had  had  the  lan- 
guage he  would  have  made  them  more  so.  All  he 
could  say  now,  in  speaking  under  the  impulses 
which  he  then  felt,  as  far  as  any  abhorrence  had 
been  expressed  of  the  character  of  that  proceeding, 
he  would  have  expirBssed  it  in  his  cool  moments, 
and  then  he  might  have  better  measured  his  words 
and  found  those  which  had  more  point. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
moved  to  amend  the  resolutions,  by  striking  out 
all  after  the  enacting  words  in  the  first  resolution, 
and  inserting  the  following: 

That  the  efforts  of  Fiance  to  establish'civil  liberty  upon 
the  basis  of  a  republican  form  of  government  command  the 
admiration  and  receive  the  warmest  sympathies  of  tlie 
American  people." 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  he  did  not  intend  to 
trouble  the  House  with  a  discussion  of  this  ques- 
tion. He  submitted  his  amendment  without  any 
comment,  and  asked  for  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  M'as  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered,  being  first  on  agreeing 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  refused  by  the  House. 

Mr.  JAMESON  called  for  tellers;  and  they  were 
ordered. 

Messrs.  Cabell  and  Bowdon,  the  tellers,  having 
taken  the  vote,  reported  85  in  the  affirmative,  and 
96  in  the  negative. 

So  the  amendment. was  rejected. 
The  question  then  recurred  on  the  third  reading 
of  the  resolutions;  which  was  agreed  to  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  the  previous 
question  on  the  final  passage  of  the  resolutions; 
which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  was 
ordered  to  be  now  put. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered,  and  re- 
sulted as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Ashmun,  Atkinson,  Barringer, 
Barrow,  Baj1y,  Beale,  Bedinger,  Bingham,  Birdsall,  tilanch- 
ard,  Bocock,  liotts,  Bowdon,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Brady,  Briiiges, 
Brodhead,  William  G.  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Albert  G. 
Brown,  Biickner,  Bnrt,  Cabell,  Canliv,  Cathcart,  Chase, 
Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Howell  Cobb,  W.  R.  W. 
Cobb, Cocke,  Collins,  Ciisfield,Crowell,Crozier,  Cummins, 
nickey,  Dickinson,  Divon,  Dner,  Daniel  Duncan,  (Jaruett 
Duncan,  Eckert,  Edsall,  Edwards,  Rmbree,  Nathan  Evans, 
Faian,  Farrelly,  Feathcision,  Fickliii,  Freedlcy,  French, 
Fries,  Fulton,  Gcnti  v,  (iiddings  Gnggin,  GotI,  Green,  Greg- 
ory, Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  Hamnions,  James  G.  Hamp- 
ton, Haralson,  Harmanson,  Harris,  Haskell,  Henley,  Hdl, 
Hilliard,  Rlias  B.  Holmes,  George  S.  Houston,  Hubbard, 
Hudson,  Hunt,  Inge,  Irvin,  Ivcrson,  Jackson,  Jameson,  Jen- 
kins. Andrew  Johnson,  James  H.  Johnson,  R.  W.  Jolinson, 
George  W.  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Kellogg,  Ken- 
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non,  Tlioma?  B.  Kins,  La  Sfere,  Sidmiy  Lawrence,  Leffler, 
LiiiCiilii,  Lord,  Mailay,  iMcClelhiiid,  McClerBaiid,  Mc- 
Dowell, Mcllvainc,  McKay,  MoLane,  Mann,  Marsh,  Mar- 
vin, Mead,  Miller,  Moreliead,  Morris,  Morse,  Murphy,  Nel- 
son, Ncs,  iVewall,  /Vicoli,  Palfrey,  Peaslee,  Peck,  Pendleton, 
Petrie,  Pettit,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pollock,  Preston,  Richardson, 
Bichey,  Robinson,  Rnckhill,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rock- 
well, Rumsey,Sl.  John,  t^awyer,  Sheppcrd,  Shcrrill,  Silves- 
ter, Simpson,  Sims,  Smart,  Caleb  It.  t^mitli,  Robert  Smith, 
Slanton,  Starkweather,  Andrew  Stewart,  Charles  E.  Stuart, 
Strohm,  Strong,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Thibodeaux,  Thomns, 
James  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompson,  Richard  VV.  Thomp- 
son, John  B.  Thompson,  William  Thompson,  Thurston, 
'J'oinpkins,  Tuck.  Turner,  Venable,  Warren,  Wentworth, 
Wiek,  Wiley,  Williams,  Wilinot,  and  Woodward — 174. 
N.'VVS— Messrs.  Cranston  and  Root— 2. 

So  the  joint  resolutions  of  the  Senate  were  con- 
curred in  and  fin;\iiy  passed. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  expressed  a  desire  that 
the  House  should  lake  up  joint  resolution  No.  14 
from  the  Senate  to  authorize  contracts  for  water- 
rotted  hemp. 

Olijeciioiis  being  made,  he  inoved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  for  the  purpose  indicated. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

IVIr.  MURPHY  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
for  the  purpo.se  of  obtainincj  an  opportunity  to  sub- 
mit a  joint  resolution  to  fix  the  adjournment  of 
Consjress  sine  die  on  Thursday,  the  iStli  of  June. 

Objections  were  made  to  the  introduction  of  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  MURPHY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  whieh  were  not 
ordered;  and  pending  the  question — 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

The  following  Select  Committees  were  appoint- 
ed on  the  28th  ultimo: 

On  Mr.  Whitney's  plan  for  a  railroad  from  Lake 
Michigan  to  the  Pacific:  Messrs.  Pollock,  Toombs, 
McClelland,  Hilliard,  Woodward,  Dixon,  Vena- 
ble, Taylor,  and  Maclay. 

On  the  petition  of  James  Johnson  and  others, 
physiciansand  druggists,  at  Milwaukie, Wisconsin, 
for  the  passage  of  an  act  providing  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  all  articles  imported  for  medical  use:  Messrs. 
Edwards,  Jones,  Fries,  Eckhert,  Lord,  Nes,  New- 
all,  Henry,  and  Williams.    . 


IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  Jlpril  10,  1848. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the  in- 
structions from  the  minister  of  Foreign  AfFaii's  of 
Brazil  to  Mr.  Leal,  the  Brazilian  charge  d 'affaires 
at  Washington,  communicated  by  him  to  the  De- 
pattment  of  State,  and  in  compliance  with  a  reso- 
lution of  lhe28th  of  March  last;  which  was  ordered 
to  be   printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Department  of  War, 
made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  29th 
ultimo,  calling  for  information  in  relation  to  the 
reserved  lands  in  and  about  Fort  Snelling;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

[The  Secretary  says  that  directions  were  given 
some  time  since  to  have  prepared  a  list  of  reserves 
east  of  the  Mississippi  no  longer  required  for  mili- 
tary purposes,  and  as  soon  as  practicable  the  ne- 
cessary measures  will  be  taken  to  dispose  of  them 
pursuant  to  law.] 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Department  of 
War,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  the  2Uth  and  30th  of  December,  relative  to 
the  regulars  and  volunteers  employed  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  since  the  commencement  of 
hosiiliiic.s  with  Mexico;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  BAGBY  presented  documents  in  relation  to 
the  claim  of  II.  F.  Toulmin  for  damages  to  his 
land  by  United  Stales  volunteers;  which  were  re- 
ferred to  liic  Conmiitlee  on  Military  Afi'airs. 

Mr.  HUNTER  presented  a  )ietition  from  Cyrus 
H.  McCormick,  asking  an  extension  of  his  patent 
for  a  reaping  machine;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  papers  relating  to 
the  claim  of  J.  S.  Bowen;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  documents  relating  to  the  claim  of  Manuel 
X.  Harmony;  which  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims. 

Also,  papers  relating  to  funds  withheld  from  the 


Seneca  Indians   by  a  late  Commissioner;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  i 

Mr.  LEWIS  presented  a  petition  from  Joseph 
K.  Boyd,  of  Washington,  the  only  survivor,  with 
the  exception  of  Commodoi-e  Morris,  of  the  party 
engaged  in  the  destruction  of  the  frigate  Philadel- 
phia at  Tripoli  in  1804,  asking  such  compensation  ! 
as  may  be  deemed  just;  which  was  referred  to  the  I 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  { 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  me- 
morial from  sundry  citizens  of  the  United  States 
for  the  purchase  of  Mount  Vernon;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  sundry  memorials  from 
different  States  and  Territories  in  relation  to  the 
prohibition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
in  relation  to  the  slave  trade  therein,  &c.,  and 
against  the  acquisition  of  territory  with  slaves, and 
one  asking  that  in  no  territory  hereafter  to  be 
acquired  may  monarchy  or  slavery  be  tolerated. 
The  last  petition  from  Illinois,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations.  With  refer- 
ence to  the  slave  petitions,  the  motion  to  receive 
them  was  raised,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  Professor  Es- 
py's  second  report  on  meteorology;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  joint  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Texas,  in  favor  of  paying  the  vol- 
unteers called  out  in  1846,  and  not  received  into 
the  service;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  additional  documents 
in  relation  to  the  claim  of  John  Rist;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

REPORTS   FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Elizabeth  Burriss,  with  an  amendment. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee.  House  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Anthony  Bessee. 

Also,  House  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  ap- 
proved July  6,  1842,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning 
certain  land  claims  in  Louisiana." 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Toles; 
also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Penrod;  which 
were  severally  read  a  first  time. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  a  bill  in  relation 
to  the  boundary  line  between  Alabama  and  Flori- 
da; which  was  read  a  first  time. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED  ON  LEAVE. 

Mr.  BREESE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  sale  of  reserved  lands,  and  for  other 
purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
attaching  a  portion  of  the  northwestern  land  dis- 
trict of  Louisiana  to  the  distinct  north  of  Red  river, 
Louisiana;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BADGER  submitted  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Connnittce  on  PriMting  be  instructed 
to  imiuire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the  joint  resolu- 
tion, approved  August  3,  184u,  entitled  "A  joint  resolution 
directing  the  manner  ot  procuring  the  printing  lor  the  two 
se^sions  of  Congre^s." 

CALIFORNIA  CLAIMS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CASS,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  for  ascertaining  and  paying  cer- 
tain claims  in  California. 

The  bill  being  under  consideration,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  as 
follows: 

Mr.  President:  These  claims  grow  out  of  the 
conquest  of  California,  and  are  supported  by  a 
mass  of  depositions  taken  by  the  Military  Com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  and  printed  by  its  order. 
These  depositions  constitute  a  document  of  eighty 
pages,  and  are  full  of  material,  valuable  to  the  pub- 
lic history  of  the  country,  as  well  as  to  the  private 
rights  of  the  claimants.  The  Senate,  on  the  ap- 
plication of  the  committee,  have  ordered  twenty 
thousand  extra  copies  of  this  document  to  be  print- 
ed— a  fact  which  sufficiently  announces  its  public 
and  national  importance;  for  no  extras,  mucli  less 
twenty  thou.sand,  are  ever  printed  of  merely  pri- 
vate papers.  It  retjuires  a  public  interest  to  be 
concerned  before  such  a  thing  can  be  done;  and 
that  is  eminently  the  case  in  the  present  instance. 
These  depositions  concern  public  history;  and  no 
1  one  can  understand  the  history  of  the  UnitedSlates, 


as  connected  with  the  conquest  of  California,  with- 
out understanding  them. 

The  conquest  of  California  was  commenced,  and 
its  first  act  finished,  before  the  existence  of  the 
Mexican  war  was  known  in  that  country;  and  this 
fact  standing  out  incontestably  among  the  events 
of  the  times,  and  presenting  a  presumptive  case  of 
aggression  against  iheUnited  States,  very  naturally 
attracted  the  attention  of  the  committee,  and  com- 
manded their  most  searching  and  thorough  exam- 
ination. The  result  is  before  the  Senate,  in  the 
depositions  referred  to,  and  may  be  examined  in 
detail  by  every  Senator.  For  myself,  I  propose 
only  to  make  a  brief,  connected  story  from  their 
ample  contents,  to  rebut  in  the  first  place  an  inju- 
rious presumption,  and  to  exhibit  afterwards  in 
lucid  order  the  summary  of  events  which  gave  rise 
to  these  California  claims,  and  show  that  they  ought 
to  be  paid. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1845,  Mr.  Fremont,  then 
a  brevet  captain  of  engineers,  set  out  on  his  third 
expedition  of  geographical  and  scientific  expl(»ra- 
tion  in  the  Great  West.  War  had  not  then  broken 
out  between  the  United  Stales  and  Mexico;  but 
affairs  were  critical  between  them,  and  Mr.  Fre- 
mont was  determined,  by  no  act  of  his,  to  inci-ease 
the  difficulties,  or  to  give  any  cause  of  complaint  to 
the  Mexican  Government.  His  line  of  observa- 
tion would  lead  him  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  through  a 
Mexican  province — through  the  desert  parts  first, 
and  the  settled  parts  afterwards,  of  the  Alta  Cali- 
fornia. Approaching  the  settled  parts  of  the  prov- 
ince at  the  commencement  of  winter,  he  left  his 
equipment  of  sixty  men  and  two  hundred  horses 
on  the  frontier,  and  proceeded  alone  to  Monterey 
to  make  known  to  the  Governor  the  object  of  his 
coming,  and  his  desire  to  pass  the  winter,  for  the 
refreshment  of  his  men  and  horses,  in  the  uninhab- 
ited parts  of  the  valley  of  the  San  Joaquin.  The 
permission  was  granted,  but  soon  revoked  under 
the  pretext  that  Mr.  Fremont  had  come  into  Cali- 
fornia, not  to  pursue  science,  but  to  excite  the 
American  settlers  to  revolt  against  the  Mexican 
Government.  Upon  thispretext  troops  were  raised, 
and  marched  to  attack  him.  Having  notice  of  their 
approach,  he  took  a  position  on  the  mountain, 
hoisted  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  and  determin' 
ed,  with  his  sixty  brave  men,  to  defend  themselves 
to  the  last  extremity.  Waiting  there  four  days, 
and  not  being  attacked,  he  quit  his  position,  de 
scended  from  the  mountain,  and  set  out  for  Ore- 
gon, that  he  might  give  no  further  pretext  for 
complaint  by  remaining  in  California. 

The  United  States  consul  at  Monterey,  Mr.  0. 
Larkin,gave  official  information  of  these  events 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  (Mr.  Buchanan,)  and 
from  these  I  will  read  what  is  necessary  to  verify 
the  statement  which  I  have  made: 

"  Captain  J.  C.  Fremont,  of  the  United  States  army,  ar- 
rived at  this  United  States  consular-house  in  Monterey,  on 
the  27th  of  January,  1846.  Being  very  anxious  to  join  hia 
party  of  fifty  men  at  the  second  place  of  rendezvous,  with- 
out the  settlement,  they  having  missed  the  first  place  by 
mistake,  he  remained  but  two  days,  in  which  time,  witli 
myself,  he  visited  the  comn)andantgeneral,prefecto,  alcalde, 
and  Colonel  Alvarado,  informing  tjieni  that  he  was  survey- 
ing the  neaiest  route  from  the  United  States  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  This  information,  and  that  his  men  were  not  Uni- 
ted States  soldiers,  was  also,  by  myself,  officially  given  to 
the  prefecto.  Having  obtained  funds  and  supplies  from  my- 
self, he  leturned  to  his  camp;  it  being  well  known  in  Mon- 
terey that  he  was  to  return  when  he  collected  his  men. 
Some  fifteen  or  twenty  days  after  this,  Captain  Fr6mont, 
with  his  party,  encamped  at  a  vacant  ranclio  belonging  to 
Captain  Fisher,  (about  ninety  miles  from  .here,)  to  recruit 
his  men  and  animals.  From  there  he  proceeded  towards 
Santa  Cruz,  making  short  journeys.  On  the  3d  of  March 
he  encamped  on  the  rancho  of  Mr.  E.  P.  HariwcU,  where 
he  received  letters  from  the  general  and  prefecto,  ordering 
him  out  of  the  country,  and  to  obey  the  order  without  any 
pretext  whatever,  or  immediate  measures  would  he  taken 
to  compel  him  to  do  so.  This  not  corresponding  with  assu- 
rances received  at  Monterey,  it  was  not  answered,  and  he 
gave  orders  to  hoist  the  United  States  flasi  the  next  morning, 
lis  the  only  jirotection  his  incn  were  to  look  to.  From  llie  7th 
to  the  10th  of  March  they  fortified  their  camp  with  a  breast- 
work of  logs.  Encamped  on  a  high  hill,  which  commanded 
a  view  of  the  surrounding  country,  they  could  see,  with  the 
use  of  spy-glasses,  the  general  and  his  troops,  niunhering 
about  two  hundred  men,  at  their  camp,  in  the  mission  of 
St.  John's,  preparing  their  cannon.  On  the  9th  instant  I 
sent  (luplicale  letters— one  liv  an  American,  who  lost  his 
[•apers.anil  ilie  ollnr  by  a  ('alilornian— to  Captain  Fremont, 
informini;  linn  of  the  movements  of  the  Calilbrnians.  The 
Californian  courier  ntiirn<(l  to  the  consulal.'  in  alio\it  nine 
or  ten  hours,  hringini;  a  b  ller  Iroin  Captain  I^Y'inonl,  having 
travelled  in  that  tinw  sixlv  miles,  lie  repnrl.,!  being  well 
treated  by  Captain  Frtinonl  and  his  men  ;  and  titat  ttcolhoii- 
saiul  of  his  rouiUri/men  utouM  not  he  sufficient  to  com/iel  him 
to  leave  the  couiilry,  although  hisjiarly  vxis  so  small." — Let- 
ter, Tilh  March,  1846. 

"  Captain  Fremont  was  well  received  in  this  place,  and 
to  the  Insl  day  we  heard  of  him,  by  the  mitivcii  individually, 
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who  sold  him  provision.^,  and  liked  his  presence.  During 
his  encampment  thirty  or  forty  miles  from  here,  despatches 
were  received  by  the  commandant,  General  Jos6  Castro,  a 
native  of  Monterey,  from  Mexico,  ordering  him  to  drive  Cap- 
tain Fr6inont  out  of  this  depaUment;  which  order,  with 
one  hundred  and  seventy  or  two  hundred  men  present,  and 
over  one  hundred  more  daily  expected,  he  pretended  to  exe- 
cute. Captain  Fr6mont  left  his  camp  a  few  hours  after  he 
received  the  undersigned's  letter  of  the  9th  of  March,  (not 
from  fright  of  General  Castro,)  as  he  had  been  preparing  the 
week  before  to  travel.  Ft  is  supposed  he  has  gone  to  Santa 
Barbara,  where  an  American  was  sent  by  the  undersigned 
in  February  with  funds  and  provisions  for  iiis  use. 

"Tlie  undersigned  has  not  supposed,  during  the  whole  af- 
fair, that  General  Castro  wished  to  go  after  Captain  Fremont, 
and  was  very  confident  tliat,  with  all  California,  he  would 
not  have  attacked  him,  even  had  lie  been  sure  of  destroying 
the  whole  party,  as  five  times  their  numbercould  have  taken 
their  place  before  the  expected  battle.  Captain  Fremont 
received  verbal  applications  from  English  and  Americans  to 
join  his  party,  and  could  have  mustered  as  many  men  as- the 
natives.  He  was  careful  not  to  do  so.  Although  he  dis- 
charged five  or  six  of  his  men,  he  took  no  others  in  their 
place."— ieHer,  ^pril  3,  1846. 

This  is  the  official  history  of  the  first  difficulty 
with  the  Californiiin  authorities,  and  presents  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Fremont  in  the  most  unexception- 
able point  of  view:  halting  his  command  upon  the 
frontier;  going  alone  to  Monterey;  asking  and  ob- 
taining permission  to  winter  in  an  uninhabited  val- 
ley; only  raising  the  flag  of  the  United  States  when 
in  danger  of  being  attacked;  leaving  the  country 
as  soon  as  the  danger  was  over;  and  refusing  to 
receive  any  of  the  American  settlers  into  his  ser- 
vice, (even  to  supply  the  place  of  discharged  men,) 
that  there  might  be  no  room  for  misconstruction 
of  his  conduct,  or  for  false  accusations  against  the 
settlers. 

The  hoisting  of  the  United  States  flag  on  this 
occasion  is  the  only  act  which  requires  a  word  of 
explanation  or  of  justification^  It  was  complained 
of  as  an  act  of  aggression:  it  was  no  such  thing, 
but  an  act  of  self-protection  and  of  self-defence. 
It  was  an  appeal  to  their  country,  and  a  proper 
appeal  for  an  American  officer  to  make  when  in 
danger  of  being  unjustly  attacked.  Mr.  Fremont, 
in  his  reply  to  the  consul's  communication,  in  a 
brief  note  written  in  pencil,  and  in  view  of  the 
enemy,  gave  the  reasons  for  the  act  which  justified 
it,  and  exalted  it  into  an  act  of  devotion  and  hero- 
ism.    It  was  in  these  words: 

"  I  this  moment  received  your  letters,  and  without  waiting 
to  read  them,  acknowledge  the  receipt  which  the  courier 
requires  immediately.  I  am  making  myself  as  strong  as 
possible,  in  the  intention  that  if  we  are  unjustly  attacked, 
we  will  fight  toextrenlity,  and  refuse  quarter,  trusting  to  our 
country  to  avenge  our  death.  No  one  has  reached  our  camp, 
and  from  the  heights  we  are  able  to  see  troops  (with  the 
glass)  musteringat  St.  John's,  and  preparing  cannon.  I  thank 
you  for  your  kindness  and  good  wishes,  and  would  write 
more  at  length  as  to  my  intentions,  did  I  not  fear  that  my 
letter  would  be  intercepted.  We  have  in  nowise  done 
wrong  to  the  people  or  the  authorities  of  the  country,  and  if 
we  are  hemmed  in  and  assaulted  here,  we  will  die,  every 
man  of  us,  under  the  flag  of  our  country.  , 

"  Very  truly  yours,  J.  C.  FREMONT. 

"P.  S.  I  am  encamped  on  the  top  of  the  Sierra,  at  the 
head  waters  of  a  stream  which  strikes  the  road  to  Mon- 
terey, opposite  the  house  of  Don  Joaquin  Gomez. 

•      "J.  C.  F. 
"Thomas  O.  Larkin,  Esq., 

'■  Consul  for  the  United  States,  Monterey." 

Such  was  the  reason  for  raising  the  flag.  It  was 
raised  at  the  approach  of  danger:  it  was  taken 
down  when  danger  disappeared.  It  was  well  and 
nobly  done  and  worthy  of  our  admiration — sixty 
of  our  countrymen,  three  thousand  miles  from 
home,  in  sight  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  appealing  to 
the  flag  of  their  country,  unfurling  it  on  the  moun- 
tain top,  and  determined  to  die  under  it  before  they 
would  submit  to  unjust  aggression. 

Turning  his  back  on  California,  and  looking  to 
Oregon  as  the  field  of  his  further  labors,  Mr.  Fre- 
mont determined  to  explore  a  new  route  to  the 
Wah-lah-math  settlements  and  the  tide-water  re- 
gion of  the  Columbia,  through  the  wild  and  ele- 
vated region  of  the  TIamath  lakes.  A  romantic 
interest  attaches  to  this  region  from  the  grandeur 
of  its  features,  its  lofty  mountains,  and  snow-clad 
peaks,  and  from  the  formidable  character  of  its 
warlike  inhabitants.  In  the  first  week  of  May  he 
was  at  the  north  end  of  the  great  TIamath  lake, 
and  in  Oregon,  the  lake  being  passed  near  its  south 
end  by  the  parallel  of  forty-two  degrees.  On  the 
8th  day  of  that  month  a  strange  sight  presented 
itself — two  men  riding  up  and  penetrating  a  region 
which  few  ever  approached  without  paying  toll  of 
life  and  blood.  They  proved  to  be  two  of  Mr. 
Fremont's  old  voya^eurs,  and  quickly  told  their 
story.  They  were  part  of  a  »uard  of  si.x  men  con- 
ducting a  United  S«ates  officer  who  was  on  his 
trail  with  despatches  from  Washington,  and  whom 


they  had  left  two  days  back  while  they  came  on 
to  give  notice  of  his  approach,  and  to  aak  that 
assistance  might  be  sent  him.  They  themselves 
had  only  escaped  the  Indians  by  the  swiftness  of 
their  horses.  It  was  a  case  in  which  no  time  was 
to  be  lost  or  mistake  to  be  made.  Mr.  Fremont 
determined  to  go  himself;  and  taking  ten  picked 
men,  four  of  them  Delaware  Indians,  he  took  down 
the  western  shore  of  the  lake  on  the  morning  of 
the  9th,  (the  direction  the  officer  was  to  come,) 
and  made  a  ride  of  sixty  miles  without  a  halt.  But 
to  meet  men,  and  not  to  miss  them,  was  the  diffi- 
cult point  in  that  trackless  region.  It  was  not  the 
case  of  a  high  road  where  all  travellers  must  meet 
in  passing  each  other:  at  intervals,  there  were 
places — defiles  or  camping  grounds — where  both 
parties  must  pass;  and,  watching  for  these,  he  came 
to  one  in  the'  afternoon,  and  decided  in  his  own 
mind  that,  if  the  party  was  not  killed,  it  must  be 
there  that  night.  He  halted  and  encamped;  and, 
as  the  sun  was  going  down,  had  the  inexpressible 
satisfaction  to  see  the  four  men  approaching.  The 
officer  proved  to  be  Lieutenant  Gillespie,  of  the 
United  States  marines,  who  had  been  despatched 
from  Washington  the  November  previous  to  make 
his  way  by  Vera  Cruz,  Mexico,  and  Mazatlan,to 
Monterey,  in  Upper  California,  deliver  despatches 
to  the  United  States  consul  there,  and  then  find 
Mr.  Fremont  wherever  he  should  be.  His  de- 
spatches for  Mr.  Fremont  were  only  a  letter  of 
introduction  from  the  Secretary  of  State  (Mr.  Bu- 
chanan) and  some  letters  and  slips  of  papers  from 
Senator  Benton  and  his  family,  and  some  verbal 
communications  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  The 
depositions  taken  by  the  committee  show  the  nature 
of  these  verbal  communications,  which  were,  in 
substance,  that  he  should  watch  and  counteract 
any  foreign  schemes  in  California,  and  conciliate 
the  good  will  of  the  inhabitants  towards  the  United 
States.  Upon  this  intimation  of  the  Government's 
wishes,  Mr.  Fremont  turned  back  from  Oregon,  in 
the  edge  of  which  he  then  was,  and  returned  to 
California. 

This  is  the  letter  of  introduction;  and  I  think  it 
right  to  show  it,  and  to  read  it,  lest  any  one  should 
suppose  it  to  be  of  more  importance  than  it  is: 

"  Washington,  November  3,  1845. 

"  My  DEAR  Sir:  The  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Archibald  H. 
Gillespie,  is  about  to  visit  the  northwest  coast  of  America, 
on  business,  and  has  requested  me  to  give  him  a  letter  of 
introduction  to  you.  This  I  do  with  pleasure,  because  he 
is  a  gentleman  of  worth  and  respectability,  and  is  worthy  of 
your  regard.  I  do  not  deem  it  probable  that  he  will  fall  in 
with  yon,  but,  if  he  should,  allow  me  to  bespeak  for  him 
your  friendly  attention.  He  will  be  able  to  communicate  to 
you  information  of  the  health  of  Mrs.  Fremont  and  of  Colo- 
nel Benton  and  his  family. 

"  From  your  friend,  very  respectfully, 

"JAMES  BUCHANAN. 

"  J.  C  FREiMONT,  Esq.,  Oregon." 

This  is  the  letter,  and  of  itself  it  signified  nothing; 
but  it  accredited  the  bearer,  and  gave  the  stamp  of 
authority  to  what  he  communicated,  and  upon  this 
Mr.  Fremont  acted;  for  it  was  not  to  be  supposed 
that  Lieutenant  Gillespie  had  been  sent  so  far,  and 
through  so  many  dangers,  merely  to  deliver  him 
that  letter  on  the  shores  of  the  TIamath  lake.  Mr. 
Gillespie,  in  his  testim.ony,  has  explained  all  the 
reasons  of  the  mystery  of  this  letter,  and  of  the 
verbal  communications,  and  shown  that  they  were 
precautions  to  avoid  detection  in  his  perilous  jour- 
ney through  Mexico  in  the  fall  of  1845. 

This  is  not  the  time  or  the  occasion,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, to  show  amidst  what  dangers  and  hardships 
scientific  discovery  was  pursued  by  Mr.  Fremont 
in  these  remote  and  unexplored  regions.  The  time 
may  come  for  telling  these  things.  But  the  events 
of  a  week  on  the  shores  of  the  great  TIamath  lake, 
sketched  with  the  brevity  which  the  occasion  re- 
quires, may  give  a  glimpse  of  these  hardships  and 
dangers,  and  of  the  courage  and  fidelity  with  which 
he  was  supported  by  his  men. 

The  night  he  met  Mr.  Gillespie  presented  one 
of  these  scenes  to  which  he  was  so  often  exposed, 
and  which  nothing  but  the  highest  degree  of  vigi- 
lance and  courage  could  prevent  from  being  fatal. 
The  camping-ground  was  on  the  western  side  of 
the  lake,  the  horses  picketed  with  long  halters  on 
its  shore  to  feed  on  the  grass,  and  the  men  (four- 
teen in  number)sleepingby  threes  at  different  fires; 
for,  though  in  May,  the  elevation  of  the  place  and 
the  proximity  of  snow-clad  mountains  made  the 
night  intensely  cold.  His  feelings  joyfully  ex- 
cited by  hearing  from  home,  (the  first  word  of  in- 
telligence he  had  received  since  leaving  the  United 
Stales,  a  year  before,)  Mr.  Fremont  sat  up  by  a 


large  fire,  reading  his  letters  and  papers,  and 
watching  over  the  safety  of  his  camp  while  the 
men  slept.  Towards  midnight,  he  heard  a  move- 
ment among  the  horses,  indicative  of  alarm  and 
some  danger.  Horses,  and  especially  mules,  be- 
come extremely  sensitive  to  danger  under  longp 
travelling  and  campingin  the  wilderness, and  mani- 
fest their  alarm  at  the  approach  of  anything  strange. 
Taking  a  six-barrel  pistol  in  his  hand,  and,  with- 
out waking  the  camp,  he  went  down  among 
them.  The  moon  shone  brightly — he  could  see 
nothing.  Encouraged  by  his  presence,  the  horses 
became  quiet — poor  dumb  creatures,  that  could 
not  tell -what  they  had  seen  —  and  he  returned 
to  the  camp,  supposing  it  was  only  some  beast 
of  the  forest,  some  wolf  or  bear  prowling  foe 
food,  that  had  disturbed  them.  He  returned  to 
the  camp-fire ;  Lieutenant  Gillespie  woke  up, 
talked  with  him  awhile,  and  then  laid  down  again. 
Finally,  nature  had  her  course  with  Mr.  Fremont 
himself.  Excited  spirits  gave  way  to  exhausted 
strength.  The  day's  ride  and  the  night's  excite- 
ment demanded  the  reparation  of  repose.  He  laid 
down  to  sleep,  and  without  waking  up  a  man  to 
watch,  relying  upon  the  loneliness  of  the  place  and 
the  long  ride  of  the  day  as  a  security  against  the 
proximity  of  danger.  It  was  the  second  time  in 
twenty  thousand  miles  of  wilderness  explorations 
that  his  camp  had  slept  without  a  guard;  the  first 
was  in  his  second  expedition,  and  on  an  island  in 
the  Great  Salt  Lake,  and  when  the  surrounding 
waters  of  the  lake  itself  constituted  a  guard.  The 
whole  camp  was  then  asleep.  A  cry  from  Carson 
roused  it.  In  his  sleep  he  heard  a  groan — it  was 
the  groan  of  a  man  receiving  the  tomahawk  in  his 
brains.  All  sprung  to  their  feet.  The  savages 
were  in  the  camp;  the  hatchet  and  the  winged 
arrow  were  at  work.  Basil  Lajeunesse,  a  brave  and 
faithful  young  Frenchman,  the  follower  of  Fremont 
in  all  his  expeditions, 'was  dead;  an  Iowa  was 
dead;  a  brave  Delaware  Indian,  one  of  those  who 
had  accompanied  Mr.  Fremont  from  Missouri,  was 
dying — it  was  his  groan  which  awoke  Carson. 
Another  of  the  Delawares  was  a  target  for  arrows, 
from  which  no  rifle  could  save  him — could  only 
avenge  him.  The  savages  had  waited  till  the  mooji 
was  in  the  ^trees,  casting  long  shadows  over  the 
camp:  then  approaching  from  the  dark  side,  with 
their  objects  between  themselves  and  the  light,  they 
used  only  the  hatchet  and  the  formidable  bow, 
whose  arrow  went  to  its  mark  without  a  flash  or 
a  sound  to  show  whence  it  came.  All  advantages 
were  on  the  side  of  the  savages;  but  the  camp  was 
saved,  the  wounded  protected  from  massacre,  and 
the  dead  from  mutilation.  In  the  morning,  Lieu- 
tenant Gillespie  recognized,  in  the  person  of  one 
of  the  slain  assailants,  the  TIamath  chief  who,  the 
morning  before,  had  given  him  a  salmon  in  token 
of  friendship,  and  who  had  followed  him  all  day 
to  kill  and  rob  his  party  at  night — a  design  in  which 
they  would  certainly  have  been  successful  had  it 
not  been  for  the  promptitude  and  precision  of  Mr. 
Fremont'smovement.  Mr.  Fremont  himself  would 
have  been  killed  when  he  went  to  the  horses  had 
it  not  been  that  they  counted  upon  the  destruction 
of  the  whole  camp,  and  feared  to  alarm  it  by  kill- 
ing one  before  the  general  massacre. 

It  was  on  the  9th  of  May — a  day  immortalized 
by  American  arms  at  Resaca  de  la  Palma — that 
this  fierce  and  bloody  work  took  place. 

The  morning  of  the  10th  of  May  was  one  of 
gloom  in  the  camp.  The  evening  sun  of  the  9th 
had  set  upon  it  full  of  life  and  joy  at  a  happy 
meeting:  the  same  sun  rose  upon  it  in  the  morn- 
ing stained  with  blood,  ghastly  with  the  dead  and 
wounded,  and  imposing  mournful  duties  on  the 
survivors.  The  wounded  were  to  be  carried,  the 
dead  to  be  buried,  and  so  buried  as  to  be  hid  and 
secured  from  discovery  and  violation.  They  were 
carried  ten  miles,  and  every  precaution  taken  to 
secure  them  from  the  wolf  and  the  savage;  for 
men,  in  these  reinote  and  solitary  dangers,  become 
brothers,  and  defend  each  other  living  and  dead. 

The  return  roifte  lay  along  the  shore  of  the  lake, 
and  during  the  day  the  distant  canoes  of  the  sav- 
ages could  be  seen  upon  it,  evidently  watching  the 
progress  of  the  party,  and  meditating  a  night  at- 
tack. All  precautions,  at  the  night  encampment, 
were  taken  for  security — horses  and  men  enclosed 
in  a  breastwork  of  great  trees,  cut  down  for  the 
purpose,  and  half  the  camp  constantly  on  the 
watch.  At  leaving  in  the  tnorning  an  ambuscade 
was  planted— and  two  of  the  TIamaths  were  killetl 
by  the  men  in  ambush.     At  night  the  main  camp» 
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at  the  north  end  of  ttie  lake,  was  reached.  It  was 
stroii2;lv  fortified,  and  could  not  be  attacked;  but  its 
whole  neisfhboriiood  was  infested,  and  scouts  and 
patrols  were  necessary  to  protect  every  moment.  In 
one  of  these  excursions  the  Californian  horse,  so 
noted  for  his  spirit  and  docihty,  showed  what  he 
would  do  at  the  bid  of  his  master.  Carson's  rifle  had 
mi.ssed  fire  at  ten  feet  distance.  TheTlamath  bow, 
arrow  on  the  string,  was  bending  to  the  pull.  All 
the  rifles  in  the  party  could  not  have  saved  him. 
A  horse  and  his  rider  did  it.  Mr.  Fremont  touch- 
ed his  horse;  he  sprang  upon  tiie  savage,  and  the 
hatchet  of  a  Delaware  completed  the  deliverance 
of  Carson. 

It  was  in  the  midst  of  such  dangers  as  these  that 
science  was  pursued  by  Mr.  Fremont,  that  the 
telescope  was  carried  to  read  the  heavens,  the  ba- 
rometer to  measure  the  elevations  of  the  earth,  the 
thermometer  to  measure  the  temperature  of  the 
air,  the  pencil  to  sketch  the  grandeur  of  mountains 
and  to  paint  tlie  beauty  of  flowers,  the  pen  to  write 
down  whatever  was  new  or  strange  or  useful  in 
the  works  of  nature;  it  was  in  the  midst  of  such 
dangers  as  these,  and  in  the  wildest  regions  of  the 
Farthest  West,  that  Mr.  Fremont  was  pursuing 
science,  and  shunning  war,  when  the  arrival  of 
Lieutenant  Gillespie  turned  him  back  into  Califor- 
nia, and  engaged  him  in  the  operations  which  gave 
rise  to  the  bill  which  now  claims  the  attention  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Fremont  turned  back  to  California,  and  ar- 
rived in  the  valley  of  the  Sacramento  at  a  most 
critical  and  exciting  time.  Three  great  operations, 
fatal  to  American  interests,  were  then  gouig  on, 
and  past  remedy,  if  not  arrested  at  once.  These 
were  the  massacre  of  the  Americans  and  the  de- 
struction of  their  settlements  in  the  valley  of  the 
Sacramento,  the  subjection  of  California  to  British 
protection,  and  the  transfer  of  the  public  domain 
to  British  subjects,  and  all  with  a  view  to  antici- 
pate the  events  of  a  Mexican  war,  and  to  shelter 
California  from  the  just  reclamations  of  the  United 
States. 

The  American  settlers  came  to  the  camp  of  Mr. 
Fremont,  in  the  valley  of  the  Sacramento,  laid  all 
these  dangers  before  him,  and  implored  him  to 
place  himself  at  their  head,  and  sav^  them  from 
destruction.  General  Castro  was  then  in  march 
upon  them;  the  Indians  were  excited  to  burn  their 
wheat  fields  and  to  attack  their  families.  Juntas 
were  in  session  to  transfer  the  country  to  Great 
Britain;  the  public  domain  was  passing  away  in 
large  grants  to  British  subjects;  a  British  fleet  was 
expected  on  the  coast;  the  British  vice-consul, 
Forbes,  and  the  emissary  priest,  Macnamara,  ruling 
and  conducting  everything,  and  all  their  plans  so 
far  advanced  as  to  render  the  least  delay  fatal.  It 
was  then  the  begimiing  of  June.  War  existed  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Mexico,  but  that  was 
not  known  in  California.  Mr.  Fremont  had  left 
the  two  countries  at  peace  when  he  set  out  upon 
liis  exjieditiou,  and  was  determined  to  do  nothing 
to  disturb  their  relations;  he  had  even  left  Califor- 
nia to  avoid  giving  offence;  and  to  return  and  take 
up  arms  in  so  short  a  time  was  apparently  to  dis- 
credit his  own  previous  conduct  as  well  as  to  im- 
Elicate  his  Government.  He  felt  all  the  responsi- 
ilitiee  of  his  position;  but  the  actual  approach  of 
Castro  and  the  immediate  danger  of  the  settlers  left 
him  no  alternative.  Redetermined  to  put  himself 
at  the  head  of  the  people,  and  to  save  the  country. 
To  repulse  (Castro  was  not  sufficient.  To  overturn 
the  Mexican  Government  in  California,  and  to  es- 
tablish its  INDEPENDENCE  was  the  bold  resolve, and 
the  only  one  adequate  to  the  emergency.  That 
resolve  wa.s  taken,  and  executed  with  a  celerity 
that  gave  it  a  romantic  success.  1'he  American 
settler.s  rushed  to  his  camp;  brought  their  arms, 
hor.ses,  and  ammunition;  were  formed  into  a  bat- 
talion, and  obeyed  with  zeal  afid  alacrity  the  orders 
they  received.  In  thirty  days  all  the  northern  part 
of  California  wu.s  freed  from  Mexican  authority; 
independence  proclaimed;  tho  flag  of  independence 
(the  bear  flag)  adopted;  Castro  (lying  to  the  south; 
the  American  settlers  saved  from  destruction;  and 
the  Drilish  party  in  California  counteracted  and 
broken  im  in  all  their  schemes. 

The  effects  of  this  decisive  and  rapid  movement 
can  only  be  conceived  from  a  careful  perusal  of  the 
depositions.  From  them  it  will  be  seen  that  deep- 
laid  pluuH,  conducted  by  the  British  vice-consul, 
Forbes,  and  the  (emissary  priest,  Macnnmura,  were 
going  on,  to  shelter  California  under  the  British 
crown,  and  to  veat  its  domain  in  Brititih  subjecta; 


'hat  everything  was  verging  to  a  crisis,  and  a  Brit- 
ish fleet  expected  upon  the  coast,  when  this  rapid 
and  successful  movement  broke  up  all  these  de- 
signs. And  when  Admiral  Seymour  arrived  on 
the  16th  of  July,  instead  of  an  invitation  from  the 
California  junta  to  take  the  country  under  British 
protection,  and  an  invitation  from  the  grantees  of 
principalities  to  take  British  interests  under  his 
protection,  he  found  the  American  flag  flying  over 
Monterey,  Fremont  and  his  riflemen  encamped  over 
the  town,  the  British  party  extinct,  and  the  Amer- 
icans triumphant.  The  effect  which  the  appearance 
of  this  daring  body  of  western  riflemen  produced 
upon  the  minds  both  of  the  British  and  American 
naval  officers  is  well  stated  by  Lieutenant  Minor 
in  his  deposition,  and,  in  justice  to  those  men  as 
well  as  to  the  truth  of  history,  deserves  to  be  read 
here.     He  says: 

"  The  uiuleisigneil  was  on  duty  on  shore  when  Captain 
Fremont  arrived  with  lus  force  at  Monterey  from  the  north. 
The  unilersigned  believes  that  the  appearance  of  this  body 
of  men  and  ihe  weh-knovvn  cliaraeter  of  its  commander  not 
only  made  a  strong  impression  upon  the  British  admiral  and 
otticers,  but  an  enuahy  impressive  and  more  happy  one  upon 
those  01' the  American  navy  then  in  Monterey.  For  himself, 
tho  undersigned  can  say,  tliat,  alter  he  liad  seen  Captain 
Fremont's  command,  all  his  doubts  regarding  the  conquest 
uf  California  were  removed." 

This  is  the  testinaony  of  a  disinterested  witness; 
one  who  himself,  in  the  subsequent  operations  in 
California,  rendered  good  service  on  land,  there 
being  no  chance  for  him  on  the  water.  It  shows 
that  the  timely  and  successful  movement  of  the 
California  battalion,  and  its  sudden  appearance  at 
Monterey,  simultaneously  with  the  arrival  pf  the 
American  and  British  fleets,  was  the  turning  point 
in  the  fate  of  California.  It  showed  the  country 
was  in  arms  to  resist  instead  of  asking  British  pro- 
tection; and  it  encouraged  the  navy  to  believe  that 
the  whole  country  could  be  conquered:  for,  without 
a  land  force,  the  naval  forces  could  only  have  ope- 
rated along  the  coast. 

And  here  a  great  fact  presents  itself — one  which 
these  depositions  have  consecrated  to  history,  and 
which  belongs  to  the  chapter  of  events  which  de- 
termine the  fate  of  countries.  It  is  the  fact  that 
Fremont's  operations  determined  the  action  of 
Commodore  Sloat,  and  induced  him  to  take  pos- 
session of  Monterey ,  contrary  to  his  intention  when 
he  anchored  before  that  town;  and  thereby  anti- 
cipated Admiral  Seymour,  frustrated  his  designs, 
whatever  they  were,  and  induced  him  to  leave 
Monterey  as  suddenly  and  as  mysteriously  as  he 
had  arrived .  The  depositions  establish  this  fact,  and 
some  reference  to  their  contents  will  prove  what  I 
say;  and,  first,  of  the  effect  of  these  operations  in 
deciding  the  action  of  Commodore  Sloat.  It  is  in 
proof  that  he  entered  the  bay  of  Monterey  as  a 
friend,  on  the  2d  of  July,  offering  to  salute  the 
town,  which  theauthoritiesdeclmed,  on  the  ground 
that  they  had  no  powder  to  return  it,  but  probably 
because  the  British  admiral  was  expected.  On  the 
5ih  of  July,  the  operations  of  Fremont  were  heard 
of,  and  on  the  7th ,  Commodore  Sloat  took  the  town. 
The  testimony  of  the  naval  ofhcers  (Messrs.  Minor 
and  Wilson)  and  the  Commodore's  own  corre- 
spondence (pages  70  and  73)  show  circumstantially 
that  his  action  was  induced  by  hearing  of  these 
operations;  and  the  testimony  of  Messrs  Fremont 
and  Gillespie  pointedly  prove  it.  Mr.  Fremont 
says: 

"  1  came  down  to  Monterey  with  my  command,  upon  the 
request  of  Commodore  Sloat,  to  cooperate  with  him;  and 
innncdiately  on  my  arrival  waited  upon  him,  in  company 
with  Liiutenant  Gillespie,  on  board  the  Ijigale  Savannah. 
Commodore  Sloat  appeared  uneasy  at  the  great  responsi- 
liility  heiiad  assumed.  He  informed  me  thaihehad  applii-d 
to  Licntcnanl  Gillespie,  whom  he  kn<!W  to  be  an  agent  of 
the  Government,  for  his  autliority,  but  that  he  had  deelineil 
to  give  it.  He  then  in(|iiin(l  to  luiuw  under  wliat  instruc- 
tions I  liad  acted  in  taking  up  arms  against  the  Mexican 
authorities.  I  infurined  him  that  I  bad  acted  s(jlely  on  iny 
own  responsibility,  ind  without  any  authority  from  the  Gov- 
ernment to  justil\  hii^tililies.  Commodore  Sloat  aiipeared 
ureatly  disturbed  "with  tin-,  information,  and  gave  me  dis- 
tiiietl>  to  understand  thai  in  raising  the  tlag  at  Monterey  lie 
hail  acted  upon  the  faith  of  our  opiratimis  in  the  north. 
(Jommodore  Sloat  soon  n  linc|nished  the  command  to  Coni- 
mudme  Stockton,  who  di'terinined  to  prosecute  liostilities 
to  the  complete  conquest  of  California." 

Captain  Gillespie  says: 

"  In  rejdy  to  the  above  question  of  the  honorable  conunit- 
tec,  I  heir  leave  to  state,  that  at  an  interview  between  Coin- 
inodont  Sloat,  Captain  Frdmont,  and  my.sclf,  held  on  board 
of  the  United  States  frinate  Savannah,  lying  in  the  haibor  ol 
Monterey,  in  July,  1«46,  Coninio<lor«  Sloat  maniloied  a 
feeling  of  dissatisfaction  that  Captain  Frfimnnt  and  m>>elf 
hud  not  reported  ourselves  and  the  force  under  our  command 
to  him,  and  said,  addressing  both,  as  near  as  1  can  recollcci, 
'  I  ilo  not  know  bv  what  authority  you  are  acting.  I  can  do 
'  nothing.    Mr.  GilUspia  liox  toU'l  uia  nothing;  h«  «uine  to 


'  Mazatlan,  and  I  sent  him  to  Monterey;  but  I  know  noth- 
'ing.  1  want  to  know  by  what  authority  you  are  acting.' 
Captain  Fremont  replied, 'he  had  acted  upon  his  own  au- 
thority, and  not  from  orders  of  tlie  Government.'  Commo- 
dore Sloat  then  expressed  much  surprise  and  distress,  and 
said, '  I  have  acted  upon  the  faith  of  your  operations  in  Uie 
norili.'  " 

Coincident  with  these  statements  is  the  letter  of 
Commodore  Sloat,  of  the  6th  of  July,  to  Com- 
mander Montgomery,  of  the  Portsmouth,  then  in 
the  bay  of  San  Francisco,  who  had  sent  down  a 
launch  with  the  news  of  Fremont's  successes.  The 
letter  is  dated  from  the  flag-ship  Savannah,  Bay  of 
Monterey,  July  6,  1847: 

"  Since  I  wrote  you  last  evening  I  have  determined  to 
hoist  the  flag  of  the  United  States  at  this  place  to-morrow, 
as  1  would  prefer  being  sacriliced  for  doing  too  much  than 
too  little.  *  *  If  you  consider  that  you  have  sufficient 
force,  or  if  Frdmont  will  join  you,  yon  will  hoist  the  fliiu  of 
the  United  States  at  Yerba  Buena,  or  any  other  proper  place, 
and  take  possession,  in  tlie  name  of  the  United  States,  of 
the  fort,  and  that  portion  of  the  country." 

This  settles  the  great  fact  that  Mr.  Fremont's 
operations  detennined  the  action  of  Commodore 
Sloat — induced  him  to  change  his  mind  after  he  had 
been  four  days  at  Monterey — encouraged  him  to 
take  the  town,  and  to  send  out  orders  to  hoist  the 
'United  States  flag  at  other  places.  On  the  16th, 
Admiral  Seymour,  in  the  Collingwood,  of  80  guns, 
arrived;  the  frigate  Juno  was  previously  on  the 
coast:  the  largest  squadron  that  the  British  Gov- 
ernment had  ever  had  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  was  then 
there;  and  all  the  evidence  combines  to  show  that 
the  object  of  this  squadron  was  to  watch  Commo- 
dore Sloat,  to  follow  him  wherever  he  went,  to 
anticipate  him  in  getting  to  Monterey,  and  to  be  in 
readiness  to  take  California  under  the  British  flag, 
and  to  do  what  the  protection  of  British  interests 
inight  require  him  to  do.  This  is  well  and  fully 
shown  by  the  testimony.     Lieut.  Minor  says: 

"The  undersigned,  being  in  command  of  the  southern 
district  of  California,  during  the  latter  part  of  1846,  was  in- 
formed by  Pedro  C.  Carrillo,  (and  he  believes  the  informa- 
tion thus  obtained  is  founded'on  facts,)  that  ho,  the  said  Car- 
rillo,  was  a  member  of  a  junta  that  assembled  at  Santa 
Barbara,  in  June,  1846,  for  the  purpose  of  declaring  the  in- 
dependence of  California,  and  of  asking  the  protection  of  the 
United  States  or  Great  Britain  ;  that  the  junla  was  repre- 
sented by  all  of  the  inhabited  portions  of  California;  that  a 
majority  of  the  same  were  for  claiming  the  protection  of 
England  ;  that  their  residves  would  probabl>  have  been  ex- 
ecuted had  it  not  been  for  the  war  and  their  fears  of  an  arm- 
ed force,  then  on  the  north  side  of  the  hay  of  San  Francisco, 
under  the  commaijd  of  Captain  Fremont.  The  undersigned 
has  understood  from  other  sources  entitled  to  confidence, 
that  a  majority  of  the  people  of  California  desired  the  pro- 
tection of  England  ;  the  opinion  he  thus  formed  was  strength- 
ened by  the  fact  that  an  English  frigate  (the  Juno)  had, 
about  the  time  the  junta  met,-  landed  an  English  subject 
named  Macnamara  at  Santa  Barbara,  of  whom  it  was  said 
that  he  had  obtained  a  grant  from  the  Mexican  Government 
of  a  large  and  fertile  portion  of  California,  embracing  the 
whole  valley  of  the  San  Joa((iiin,  from  its  source  to  its 
mouth — a  valley,  as  the  undersigned  believes,  comprising 
one-third  of  the  richest  poilion  of  California.  The  under- 
signed believes  that  the  British  squadron  in  the  Pacific, 
coniniaiided  by  Bear  Admiral  Sir  George  T.  Seymour,  com- 
posed then  of  a  larger  force  than  they  ever  had  upon  that 
ocean,  were  employed  in  closely  watching  the  movements 
of  the  American  commodore.  Biiiig  aware  of  this  fact, 
Coinmodore  SloSt,  when  he  heard  of  "the  first  battle  on  the 
Rio  Grande,  got  undei  u  ay  in  the  frigate  Savannah,  then 
anclnn-ed  off  Mazatlan,  for  the  ostensible  purpose  oif  pro- 
ceeding to  California ;  an  English  vessel  "of  war  weighed 
soon  atter  the  Savannah,  and  stood  in  the  direction  of  San 
Bias,  where  it  was  known  the  admiral  was.  After  cruising 
in  the  Gulf  two  days,  the  commodore  returned  to  his  anchor- 
age ofi'iVIazatlan,  when  another  English  ship  got  underway, 
and  stood  in  the  din'Clion  of  San  Bias.  'I'he  undersigned 
believi^s  that  this  inantBuvre  of  Commodore  Sloat  was  intend- 
ed for  the  deception  of  the  English  admiral.  Cn  the  8tli  of 
June,  1846,  the  Savannah  again  made  sail,  and,  atler  a  pas- 
sage of  twenty-three  days,  during  which  a  press  of  canvass 
^vas  carried,  she  arrived  at  Ibe  port  of  Monterey,  in  Upper 
Caliioriiia-  The  Collingwood,  of  eighty  guns,  the  flag  ship 
of  Admiral  Seymour,  entered  the  harbor  on  the  15th  July, 
and  the  undersigned  believes  that  the  admiral  was  disjap- 
pointed  when  he  saw  the  American  flag  flying  on  shore." 

Midshipman  Wilson  says: 

"  On  lh('  sixteenth  of  the  same  month  (July)  Admiral 
Seymour,  who  had  been  following  us  for  several  months 
previous,  arrived  and  anchored  in  his  flagship,  the  Colling- 
wood, (80.) 

"  Upon  his  vessel  appearing  in  sight,  Commodore  Sloat 
sent  orders,  I  understood,  to  the  commanders  of  the  differ- 
ent vessels  comprising  our  squadron  to  be  in  readiness,  in 
case  the  admiral  should  W  entering  with  hostile  inteiilioiis, 
or  .an  order  to  liial  elli ,  i,  1,  :i\iiig  tlie  impression  im  the 
minds  of  his  oflic(Ms  fh;it  Admiral  Seynunir  must  have  in- 
tended to  have  prevented  cmr  M|nadrom  fioiii  taking  pos- 
session of  California.  Altlmugli  .-u 'h  bad  been  our  inipres- 
sion  previously, and,  bnl  lor  tlie'liinely  nun  einents  of  Colonel 
Frdniont  and  jiis  party  in  the  north,  thereby  influencing  the 
commodore  in  his  movements,  such  I  fear  would  have  been 
the  result." 

This  testimony,  as  to  the  presumed  designs  of 
the  British  admiral  is»<"ully  corroborated  by  all  that 
was  going  on  in  California  ilsdlf  while  Admiral 
Seymour  wum  watching  and  following  Commodore 
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Sloat  on  the  coast  of  Mexico  and  California.  Du- 
ring all  that  time  JiMiias  were  held,  under  tlie  man- 
agement of  the  British  vice-consul,  Forbes,  to  place 
the  country  under  British  protection;  the  public 
domain  was  passing  away  to  British  subjects;  the 
arrival  of  a  British  fleet  in  the  course  of  the  sum- 
mer to  take  possession  of  California  was  confidently 
foretold;  and,  as  a  preliminary  to  this  measure,  the 
expulsion  and  destruction  of  the  Americans  was 
resolved  upon,  the  banda  or  proclamation  for  their 
expulsion  actually  issued,  and  troops  raised  and 
Indians  excited  for  their  destruction.  The  ex- 
pected arrival  of  the  British  fleet  connected  itself 
■with  all  these  operations;  and  all  these  would  have 
been  successful  had  it  not  been  for  the  success  of 
Mr.  Fremont  and  the  people,  and  so  says  all  the 
testimony.  There  is  too  much  of  it  to  read;  and, 
besides,  a  part  of  this  labor  has  been  anticipated, 
and  well  performed,  in  the  luminous  and  states- 
manlike observations  of  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Dix,]  in  what  he  presented  to  the  Sen- 
ate a  few  days  ago  in  favor  of  this  bill,  and  in  his 
exposition  of  British  designs  upon  this  continent. 
He  read  some  passages  from  the  depositions  which 
show  these  designs  in  California.  1  will  now  read 
more  for  the  same  purpose,  and  especially  to  show 
that  a  British  interest  was  to  be  created ,  to  claim 
his' protection  as  soon  as  the  admiral  arrived,  and 
the  Americans  to  be  expelled  or  destroyed  to  pre- 
vent their  opposition: 

Captain  Gillespie's  deposition. — Extract. 

"Having  joined  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fremont  upon  the 
9th  May,  1846,  upon  the  northern  end  of  tlie  Tianiath  lake, 
I  returned  with  hlrn  to  the  valley  of  the  Sacramento,  and 
arrived  at  the  settlements  upon  the  24th  of  the  same  month. 
We  could  olitain  no  news  from  helow;  so  soon,  however, 
as  it  became  known  to  the  settlers  that  Captain  Fremont 
had  returned,  they  came  to  the  camp,  bringing  us  the  infor- 
mation that  the  Indians  nf  the  valley  were  leaving  their 
rinchos  or  wigwams  and  flying  to  the  mountains.  In  some 
places,  they  had  shown  a  very  hostile  feeling,  and  certainly 
had  been  aroused  by  some  foreign  emissary.  Remaining  at 
Lawson's  two  days,  we  proceeded  down  the  valley,  and  on 
arriving  at  Neal  and  Dutton's,  upon  l>eer  creek,  the  reports 
we  had  received  were  confirmed,  the  Indiansintliat  section 
having  taken  to  the  mountains,  and  had  killed  an  Indian 
boy  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Button  because  he  had  refused  to 
follow  them.  On  the  day  tlie  camp  remained  at  this  place, 
the  settlers,  old  and  young,  men  and  women,  came  to  Cap- 
tain Fremont,  begging  him  to  take  part  against  the  Indians, 
and  to  give  them  protection. 

"  About  Ame  30th,  I  learned  that  the  junta  which  was  to 
have  assembled  at  rianta  Barbara  upon  the  15th  June,  and 
which  had  been  planned  and  arranged  by  and  through  the 
agency  of  Mr.  Forbes,  the  British  vice-consul,  and  an  Irish 
Catholic  priest  by  the  name  of  Macnamara,  had  been  pre- 
vented from  assembling  in  consequence  of  the  rising  of  the 
settlers.  This  junta  was  proposed  for  the  purpose  of  asking 
the  protection  of  England,  and  of  giving  an  immense  tract 
of  land  in  the  valley  of  the  San  Joaquin  for  the  settlement 
of  ten  thousand  Irishmen,  to  be  brought  to  California  under 
the  direction  of  Macnamara.  All  this  intrigue  of  British 
agents  was  broken  up  by  the  timely  and  prompt  operations 
of  the  settlers,  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Fremont." 

Captain  Hensley's  deposition. — Extract. 

"I  am  a  resident  in  California,  where  I  have  resided  since 
the  autunm  of  1843.  In  the  month  of  May,  184o,  I  went  to 
San  Francisco,  where  I  met  with  Generq,!  Vallejo,  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  intiuential  men  in  Uiiper  California. 
I  understood  from  him  that  he  had  recently  attended  a  con- 
vention, composed  of  General  (.'astro,  himself,  and  five 
others,  delegates  from  the  different  districts  in  California,  at 
which  the  proposition  had  been  made  and  debated  to  sepa- 
rate from  lUesico  and  establish  a  government  in  California, 
under  the  protection  of  some  foreign  Power,  believed  by  us 
to  be  England ;  but,  as  tlie  General  positively  stated,  the 
majority  was  not  in  favor  of  placing  the  country  under  the 
protection  of  the  United  States,  tiiough  he  himself  was. 
General  Vallejo  was  of  course  guarded  in  conversing  on  so 
dangerous  a  subject  as  this  was  at  that  lime ;  but  the  above 
is  the  substance  of  his  remarks,  as  understood  by  myself 
and  others  who  heard  them. 

"About  this  time  1  heard  that  Captain  Fremont  had  re- 
turned from  the  northward,  and  was  then  in  the  upper  part 
of  the  Sacramento  valley.  I  immniliately  repaired  to  his 
camp,  where  I  informed  him  of  all  that  I  had  learned  re- 
specting the  condition  of  the  country  and  the  designs  of  the 
leading  men  among  the  Californians,  giving  it  as  my  opinion 
that  the  American  residents  would  have  to  leave  the  coun- 
try or  fight  for  their  homes  ;  at  the  same  time  saying  I  was 
sure  we  would  not  leave  the  country. 

"Captain  Fremont  resolved  to  join  the  Americans  for 
their  safety,  and  to  overthrow  the  Mexican  forces  in  that 
province. 

"  The  4th  of  July  was  duly  celebrated,  and  on  the  5th  we 
organized  the  'California  battalion,'  adopting  the  'grizzly 
bear'  as  our  embh-m,  reiiuesling  Captain  Fr6mciiit  to  take 
command  of  the  battalion,  aiidof  all  the  forces  and  resources 
of  the  country,  which  command  he  acce|)ted.  As  soon  as 
it  was  known  that  (Japtain  Fremont  had  accepted  the  com- 
mand, the  Californian  po()ulalion  semned  to  become  well 
pleased  with  thechange  in  affairs,  and  brouglitin  Iheirprop- 
erty  and  means  of  warfare,  wliieh  they  placed  at  Fremont's 
disposal.  He  restored  to  ihcin  and  to  the  American  settlers 
nil  the  horses  which  had  been  previmisly  captured  or  iiressed 
into  the  service  by  the  Aiiicricansj  retaining  only  a  number 
Buliicient  for  the  actual  wants  of  the  service.  He  then  set 
out  with  the  battalion  in  pursuit  of  Castro,  by  way  of  the 
BacraiHeiito,iiendin(;Hi«  with  a  umull  puny  to  communicate 


with  Dr.  Marsh.  When  I  arrived  at  Marsh's,  I  learned  that 
war  had  been  declared  between  the  United  States  and  Me.t- 
ico,  and  that  Commodore  Sloat  had  arrived  atMonterey  and 
raised  the  American  fiag.  Returning  with  this  intelligence, 
I  found  that  Captain  Frfemont  liad  already  learned  it,  and 
was  on  his  way  to  Monterey.  1  followed  and  joined  him  at 
the  mission  of  San  Juan,  near  Monterey." 

Captain  Chile 's  statement. — Extract. 

"  I  know  that  General  Vallejo  lei  t  Sonoma  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attending  a  general  council  at  Monterey,  about  the 
time  the  Irish  priest,  Macnamara,  arrived  in  California,  and 
a  short  time  before  tiie  revolution  in  that  country;  and  I  re- 
collect liearing  that  the  English  consul,  Mr., Forbes,  accom- 
panied him  to  the  Puebia  de  los  Angeles,  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  the  Governor  in  relation  to  obtaining  a  grant  of  land, 
upon  which  it  was  said  a  colony  of  British  subjects  was  to 
be  established. 

"The  revolution,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  put  an 
entire  stop  to  such  grants  and  sales." 

Captain  Owen's  deposition.' — Extract. 
"  The  settlers  made  many  applications  for  help  to  Captrfin 
Fremont,  on  the  ground  that  they  were  American  citizens. 
We  went  down  and  camped  at  the  Buttes,  about  sixty  miles 
above  Suter's.  'J'here  was  a  good  deal  of  correspondence  be- 
tween the  settlers  and  our  camp,  and  as  the  danger  seemed 
near  at  hand,  and  there  was  no  other  way  to  get  out  of  it,  it 
was  finally  agreed  to  join  the  settlers  anil  fight  the  Califor- 
nians. In  this  way  the  revolution  began.  The  settlers  were 
driven  to  it  in  self-defence.  Cut  I  do  not  think  that  it  would 
have  taken  place,  or  that  they  could  have  been  united  to- 
gether without  the  aid  and  protection  of  Captain  Fremont. 
They  had  not  confidence  enough  in  their  own  strength  to 
undertake  the  war  without  support.  Captain  Fremont's 
party  was  strong  and  well  armed,  and  went  together  like  one 
man.  The  strength  of  this  party  and  the  name  of  Captain 
Fremont  as  a  United  States  officer,  gave  confidence  and  kept 
the  people  together  both  during  the  revolution  and  in  the  war 
afterwards." 

Lieutenant's  Loker's  deposition. — Extract. 
"About  the  time  Castro  was  raising  men  to  drive  Colone' 
Fremont  out  of  the  country,  I  was  staying  at  Suter's  Fort,  in 
the  Sacramento  valley;  there  was  also  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  American  settlers  around  and  near  the  fort,  and  Cas- 
tro's movements  created  agood  deal  of  excitement,  so  much 
so  that  many  of  them  wanted  to  go  to  Fremont's  assistance 
immediately,  and  would  have  gone  had  not  the  Colonel  and 
his  party  arrived  on  the  American  fork.  After  he  had  left 
for  the  Tlamath  lake  there  was  agood  deal  of  talk  about 
England  taking  possession  of  the  country,  and  many  foreign- 
ers of  the  highest  standing  in  the  country  asserted  that  they 
knew  that  England  had  a  mortgage  on  it ;  and  that  a  British 
man-of-war  was  on  the  northwest  coast,  and  would  be  down 
in  the  course  of  the  summer  to  take  possession  of  California. 
Soon  after  Colonel  Fr6mont  16ft,  Major  Gillespie  arrived, 
started  after,  and  brought  him  back  ;  then  commence<l  the 
revolution,  which,  had  he  not  countenanced  and  aided,  I 
know  not  what  would  have  been  tlie  consequences  to  the 
American  settlers,  (women  and  children  included  ;)  for,  just 
before  his  return,  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  principal  men 
of  the  country  at  Monterey ;  they  there  thought  it  advisable 
to  order  all  foreigners  to  leave  the  country,  and  published  a 
banda  to  that  eflcct,  ordering  all  foreigners  to  leave  the  coun- 
try by  a  certain  day,  or  force  would  be  used  to  compel  them 
to  leave:  women  and  children  were  included  in  the  banish- 
ment; and  Colonel  Fremont  returning  in  the  country  about 
that  time,  and  finding  the  men  in  the  valley  much  excited, 
and  the  alarm  of  the  women,  could  nothave  acted  otherwise 
than  he  did." 

Dr.  Baldwin's  deposition. — Extract. 
"I  again  entered  Mexico  (city)  on  the  14th  of  September, 
1847,  and  remained  thereuntil  the  Istof  Novembei;  during 
that  time  I  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  priest  Macnamara, 
and,  from  sources  entitled  to  credit,  I  was  informed  that  he 
had,  under  the  auspices  of  the  British  legation,  projected  a 
plan  to  colonize  California  with  emigrants  from  Ireland.  His 
project  had  met  the  approbation  of  the  Mexican  Government, 
and'he  went  to  California  to  perfect  his  plans.  In  the  mean 
time  it  was  ascertained  that  the  ulterior  views  of  Macna- 
mara were  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  British  Government, 
and  not  the  Mexican  Government.  A  fierce  opposition  was 
contemplated  by  the  republican  members  of  Congress  when 
he  should  return  with  his  matured  plans  from  California; 
this  resistance  became  unnecessary  in  consequence  of  the 
conquest  of  California  by  the  arms  of  the  United  States. 
Macnamara  lived  in  the  family  of  either  the  British  consul 
oreharg6  d'affaires  in  Mexico." 

This  is  a  part — a  small  part  only — of  the  depo- 
sitions which  establish  the  great  points  which  I 
have  mentioned,  that  there  was  a  plan  in  progress 
at  the  time  of  Mr.  Fremont's  return  from  the  Tla- 
math lake,  to  place  California  under  British  pro- 
tection— to  transfer  the  public  domain  to  British 
subjects,  and  to  expel  or  destroy  all  the  American 
settlers;  and  that  this  plan  was  frustrated  by  the 
heroic  determination  of  Mr.  Fremont  to  put  him- 
self at  the  head  of  the  people,  and  to  overturn  the 
Mexican  Governtnent  in  California.  But  it  is  not 
all  the  proof  which  shows  the  British  desire  to 
possess  California,  and  especially  the  magnificent 
bay  of  San  Francisco.  Thiit  desire  is  no  new  pas- 
sion with  that  Power.  From  the  time  of  the  great 
navigator,  Captain  Cook,  her  eyes  have  been  fixed 
on  the  northwest  coast  of  America.  Thi-ee  times, 
within  half  a  century,  have  British  national  vessels 
surveyed  that  coast,  and  especially  the  bay  of  San 
Francisco.  Vancouver,  Beechey,  and  Belcher, 
have  each  surveyed  it,  and  the  bay  itself,  with  all 
the  particularity  of  the  survey  of  a  British  harbor. 
Here  is  a  chart  of  this  bay  made  by  Beechey 


in  1828,  published  at  the  Royal  Hydrographie 
Bureau,  exhibiting  the  most  commodious  and  capa- 
cious harbor  upon  the  face  oT  the  earth,  large 
enough  to  hold  all  the  navies  of  the  world,  an  easy 
and  defensible  entrance  from  the  sea,  opening  out 
forty  miles  to  the  right  and  left,  sheltered  from 
every  wind,  receiving  two  handsome  rivers,  drain- 
ing a  basin  of  five  hundred  miles  of  fertile  valleys 
and  picturesque  mountains,  a  healthy  and  de- 
lightful climate,  and  backed  at  the  distance  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  by  the  lofty  ridge  of 
the  Sierra  J^'evada,  crowned  with  eternal  snow. 
Upon  this  bay  Great  Britain  has  had  her  eyes  fixed 
for  half  a  century;  and,  in  June,  1846,  at  the  mo- 
ment of  Mr.  Fremont's  return  from  the  Tlamath 
lake,  all  her  long-deferred  and  cherished  inclina- 
tions seemed  to  be  on  the  point  of  realization.  The 
revolt  of  the  settlers  frustrated  this  ripened  hope, 
in  the  apparent  moment  of  fruition,  and  placed  the 
coveted  prize  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States. 

This  finishes  the  first  act  of  the  conquest  of  Cal- 
ifornia. It  finishes  the  revolutionary  movement 
in  favor  of  independence,  and  brings  Mr.  Fremont 
and  his  victorious  battalion  to  Monterey — their  fiag 
of  independence  exchanged  for  that  of  the  United 
States-7-themselves  uniting  with  the  naval  forces, 
arid  turning  over  all  the  fruits  of  their  successful 
enterprise  to  the  Government  of  the  United  Stales. 

The  committee,  appreciating  at  its  full  value  all 
the  importance  of  this  revolutionary  movement, 
both  as  it  concerns  nations  and  individuals,  and 
the  truth  of  history,  have  instituted  into  it  a  most 
searching  examination;  and  the  result  is  what 
I  have  stated,  and  what  the  document  of  evidence 
proves.  And  their  opinion  was  unanimous,  that 
although  this  movement  was  made  without  the 
authority  or  knowledge  of  the  Government,  and 
without  the  knowledge  that  war  existed  at  the  time 
between  the  United  States  and  Mexico,  yet  such 
being  the  fact,  and  the  United  States  having  re- 
ceived all  the  benefits  of  the  movement,  they  are 
bound  in  honor  and  in  conscience  to  pay  all  its 
expenses. 

Commodore  Sloat  returned  to  the  United  States; 
Commodore  Stockton  succeeded  to  the  command; 
and  here  commenced  his  connection  with  the  con- 
quest of  California.  He  proposed  to  complete  the 
conquest  by  pursuing  Castro  to  the  south,  and 
taking  the  "  City  of  the  Angels."  But  the  aid  of  a 
land  force  was  indispensable  to  this  enterprise;  and 
here  the  American  settlers  again  sliowed  their 
courage  and  patriotism.  Commodore  Stockton 
applied  to  Fremont  and  Gillespie  to  join  with  their 
battalion — to  serve  under  him,  and  obey  his  orders. 
They  agreed  to  do  so,  both  men  and  officers,  and 
this  was  fully  sworn  by  Commodore  Stockton 
before  the  late  court  martial.  On  receiving  the 
command  from  Commodore  Sloat,  he  says: 

"  I  immediately  sent  to  Major  Fr6mont  to  inform  him  of 
what  had  occurred,  and  to  let  him  know  that  if  he  and  Lieu- 
tenant Gillespie,  with  tlie  volunteers  who  were  with  them, 
would  volunteer  to  serve  under  my  command,  so  long  as 
I  might  be  in  possession  of  California  and  desired  their  ser- 
vices, that  I  would  form  a  battalion  by  appointing  hiin  (Cap- 
tain Fremont)  major,  and  Lieutenant  Gillespie  captain,  and 
all  the  other  necessary  officers.  This  was  all  done  in  the 
course  of  the  day  and  the  next  morning,  when  they  were 
ordered  to  embark  on  board  ihe  United  States  ship  Cyane, 
to  be  landed  at  San  Diego.  These  men  were  not  of  the  kind 
of  personnel  which  sometimes  compose  regular  armies ;  they 
were  principally  free  American  citizens  who  had  settled  in 
California;  they  were  men  of  respectability,  of  iiiHuence, 
and  of  property  ;  they  were  no  ordinary  men,  iiecause,  when 
told  that  1  had  offered  them  as  pay  ten  dollars  a  montli,  they 
said  (as  f  was  told)  that  they  would  not  accept  that  pay;  that 
it  would  not  pay  their  expenses;  but  that  they  would  volun- 
teer to  serve  under  my  command  without  (fixed)  compen- 
sation." 

Thus  the  men  of  the  battalion  passed  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  without  a  stipulation 
for  fixed  compensation,  but  with  the  full  expecta- 
tion that  justice  would  be  done  them.  Mr.  Fre- 
mont, actuated  wholly  by  public  and  patriotic 
considerations,  took  command  under  Commodore 
Stockton.  His  inliuence  carried  along  with  him 
the  whole  of  the  battalion.  He  gave  up  his  inde- 
pendent position;  became  subordinate  to  Commo- 
dore Stockton;  carried  with  him  the  men  of  the 
country,  and  ensured  the  complete  conquest  of  the 
country;  for,  without  land  forces,  the  conquest 
could  not  have  been  accomplished. 

This  was  the  last  of  July .  Leaving  their  horses 
on  shore,  the  men  immediately  went  on  board  the 
Cyane,  sailed  down  the  coast  five  hundred  miles 
to  San  Diego,  and  marched  for  Los  Angeles,  dis- 
tant one  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  This  city  (the 
capital  of  the  Californias)  was  taken  early  in  Au- 
gust: and  with  its  capture  the  conquest  of  Califor- 
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nia  was  complete.  But  the  conquest  was  to  be 
preserved.  Tlie  orders  to  the  naval  officers  were 
to  conquer,  lioid,  and  govern  California;  and  to  do 
that,  the  service  of  land  forces  was  further  wanted. 
The  seamen  and  marines  were  wanted  on  board 
the  vessels;  no  troops  of  the  United  States  were 
there.  The  further  services  of  Fremont's  battalion 
became  indispensable.  They  demanded  twenty- 
five  dollars  a  month,  (which  is  very  near  the 
amount  allowed  by  law  to  mounted  men,)  and 
only  remained  in  service  upon  condition  of  receiv- 
ing it.  So  testifies  Captain  Hensley,  an  officer  of 
the  battalion,  and  a  gentleman  of  character  and  in- 
telligence, who  was  examined  before  the  cominit- 
tee.     He  says: 

"  I  was  present  when  the  California  battalion  was  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  the  men  tlien 
positively  refused  to_  serve  for  eleven  dollars  per  month. 
They  remained  in  the  service  without  any  rate  of  pay  being 
specified  until,  in  August,  1846,  at  the  City  of  Angels,  Colonel 
Fr6nionl  ordered  me  to  inquire  of  my  company  at  what  rate 
of  pay  they  would  consent  to  remain  in  Ihe  service.  They 
unanimously  demanded  twenty-live  dollars  per  month,  and 
refuseil  to  remain  any  longer  in  service  unless  that  amount 
was  promised  them.  I  considered  the  rate  of  pay  demanded 
by  the  men  as  reasonable  for  that  country,  and  under  all  the 
circumstances." 

Upon  these  terms  they  remained  in  service  to 
garrison  the  country. 

But  a  new  and  more  arduous  service  was  re- 
quired from  the  California  battalion.  In  the  fall 
of  1846,  an  insurrection  broke  out  in  Southern 
California,  and  the  battalion  was  called  upon  to 
join  in  its  suppression.  Most  of  them  had  returned 
to  the  north.  Another  campaign  to  the  south  was 
required,  and  many  recruits  necessary  to  complete 
its  strength.  A  body  of  emigrants  had  just  ar- 
rived from  the  United  States,  and  stopped  in  the 
valley  of  the  Sacramento.  Leaving  their  families 
slightly  provided  with  shelter  and  subsistence, 
above  two  hundred  of  them  joined  Mr.  Fremont 
for  this  new  expedition  of  near  seven  hundred 
mile.s  distance.  At  first  it  was  attempted  from  the 
San  Francisco  bay  by  sea.  Baffled  in  that  attempt, 
after  twenty  days'  contest  with  adverse  winds,  a 
return  to  Monterey,  and  an  overland  march  to  Los 
Angeles,  became  unavoidable.  It  was  the  begin- 
ning of  winter — the  cold  rains  already  set  in — a 
country  of  defiles  and  mountains,  and  in  a  state  of 
insurrection,  to  be  traversed — and  everything  to 
be  procured,  and  without  money.  In  a  few  weeks 
all  was  ready — cannon  mounted,  beef-cattle  pro- 
cured, six  hundred  horses  collected.  It  was  a 
march  of  extraordinary  hardship,  as  well  as  re- 
quiring military  skill.  Every  day  many  horses 
perished  of  hunger  and  cold,  and  on  Christmas 
day  above  an  hundred  died  on  the  Santa  Barbara 
mountain  in  a  storm  of  wind  and  rain  black  with 
the  tempest  from  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The  march 
required  skill;  but  it  wa.^  with  something  more 
than  a  soldier's  eye  that  Mr.  Fremont  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  survey  the  field  before  iiim.  He  knew 
that  the  Californians  against  whom  he  was  going 
were  theinselves  revolutionists — successful  insur- 
gents against  Mexican  authority — and  conscious 
that  they  must  come  either  under  the  American  or 
Briti.sh  flag.  Conciliation  was  his  policy.  To  gain 
over  these  people  by  mildness  and  justice,  instead 
of  crushing  them  by  arms,  became  his  object;  and 
to  the  attainment  of  this  object  all  his  military 
movements  became  subordinate  and  subservient. 
San  Luis  Obispo,  a  focus  of  insurrection,  the  seat 
of  a  commandant,  and  distant  one  hundred  and 
fifty  miles,  was  to  be  taken  and  passed.  He  con- 
ceived the  design  of  a  secret  march — a  surprise — a 
capture  without  bloodshed — and  the  seizure  of  the 
insurgent  chiefs:  and  he  accomplished  that  de- 
sign. The  secret  march  was  mad,e — the  town  sur- 
prised— and  the  arre.sts  effected — and  effected  with 
the  quiet  and  order  of  so  many  civil  arrests  in  one 
of  our  peaceful  cities.  Don  Jesus  Pico,  and  some 
thirty  others,  were  taken.  Then  an  event  occur- 
red which  gave  a  decisive  turn  to  the  character 
of  the  war,  and  ensured  its  peaceful  and  hapf)y 
conclusion.  Don  Jesus  Pico  was  particularly 
obnoxious  to  the  Americans.  He  liad  broken 
his  parole — been  active  in  the  insurrection — and 
had  sent  out  expeditions  in  which  Captain  Bor- 
rows and  some  brave  men  had  been  killed.  He 
was  placed  before  a  court-martial,  condemned,  and 
ordered  to  be  shot.  Mr.  Fremont  pardoned  him, 
and  in  that  act  consummated  his  policy  of  concilia- 
tion, prevented  further  resLslance  to  his  march,  and 
prepared  the  way  for  the  capitulation  of  Couenga. 
Don  Jesus  was  connected  with  all  the  principal 
families  by  blood  and  by  marriage.    He  was  cousin 


to  Don  Andres  Pico,  a  principal  chief  of  the  insur- 
rection at  Los  Angeles.  He  attached  himself  to 
Mr.  Fremont,  took  the  side  of  peace  and  concilia- 
tion, went  with  liim  in  liis  march,  and  contributed 
to  quiet  the  towns  through  which  they  liad  to  pass. 
The  people  remained  in  their  liouses,  offered  no 
resistance,  and  received  no  harm.  A  corps  of  ob- 
servation, which  hung  upon  his  march,  yielded  the 
maritiiTie  pass  of  the  Punto  Gordo  without  resist- 
ance, and  galloped  about  without  giving  or  receiv- 
ing any  serious  attack.  The  main  body  of  the  in- 
surgents at  Los  Angeles,  hearing  of  his  approach, 
and  that  he  had  passed  Santa  Barbara,  marched 
out  to  meet  him;  then,  changing  their  minds,  they 
turned  back  to  the  south,  and  fought  the  actions  of 
the  8th  and  9th  of  January  with  Commodore  Stock- 
tor).  Repulsed,  but  not  routed,  (for  Commodore 
Stockton's  command  was  all  on  foot,  and  the  in- 
surgents all  mounted,)  they  turned  again  to  meet 
Mr.  Fi-emont,  and  took  post  in  the  pass  of  San 
Fernando.  They  undertook  to  defend  the  pass, 
which  being  turned  by  the  riflemen,  they  fell  back 
into  the  plain  of  Couenga,  famous  as  a  battle-field 
in  the  strifes  of  California.  Mr.  Fremont  sent  them 
a  message.  They  agreed  to  meet  him.  He  went 
out  alone  to  see  them,  attended  only  by  Don  Jesus 
Pico,- (who  had  attached  himself  to  him  for  life  and 
for  death  since  his  pardon,)  and  had  an  interview 
with  Don  Andres  Pico  and  other  chiefs.  They 
agreed  to  capitulate  to  him,  and  to  nobody  but  him, 
declaring  that  they  would  take  to  the  mountains 
"  and  die  like  wild  beasts"  before  they  would  sub- 
mil  to  any  one  but  liim.  The  terms  were  agreed 
upon,  and  they  were  conformable  to  the  law  of 
nations,  and  to  the  law  of  common  sense  and  jus- 
tice. The  insurgents  gave  up  their  cannon  and 
public  arms,  retired  to  their  homes,  promised  sub- 
mission to  the  American  authority,  and  aid  in  pre- 
serving order,  and  in  return  were  to  receive  protec- 
tion, and  not  to  be  required  to  take  tlie  oath  of 
allegiance  to  the  United  States  until  a  definitive 
treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico  should  fix  their  politi- 
cal condition.  These  terins,  agreed  upon  in  per- 
son, were  reduced  to  form  by  commissioners  ap- 
pointed on  each  side,  approved  by  the  respective 
comnnanders-in-clrief,  (Commodore  Stockton  and 
Don  Andres  Pico,)  and  the  war  not  only  terminated 
and  peace  established,  but  the  fruits  of  peace  ac- 
quired and  enjoyed. 

This  was  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  and  was  so 
related  by  the  United  States  consul  at  Monterey, 
(Mr.  O.  Larkin,)  who  v/as  a  prisoner  in  the  liands 
of  the  insurgents  at  the  lime  of  Mr.  Fremont's  ap- 
proach to  Los  Angeles.     He  says: 

•'  On  the  3d  or  4th  of  January,  news  reached  the  Pueblalhat 
Colonel  Fremont  was  south  of  Santa  Barbara,  marching  to 
mi'ct  the  Califoruian  forces.  The  latter  then  mustered  all 
they  could,  to  the  number  of  40U  to  500,  and  encamped  two 
or  three  days  at  the  mission  of  San  Fernando,  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  the  riflemen,  and  appeared  very  anxious  to  have 
a  figlit.  Inforjnation  now  reached  General  Flores  that  Com- 
modore Stockton,  with  (jOO  men  from  San  Diego,  would  soon 
be  in  his  vicinity.  He  immediately  ordered  all  the  Mexi- 
cans and  Californians  to  leave  San  Fernando,  and  inarch 
to  the  opposite  site  of  the  Pueblu  to  meet  the  marine  forces. 

"  On  the  13th  of  January,  the  capitulationof  Couenga  was 
signed.         *  *  »  »  « 

"  The  war  in  California  is  now  over,  as  far  as  the  Califor- 
nians are  concerned,  and  if  thrir  manners  ami  custotiis  arc 
tolerated,  and  common  protection  ajjorded  them,  they  will 
•fr'Ldnally  fall  into  the  new  order  of  affairs.  Tliey  have  had, 
in  ditt'erent  parts,  nine  hundred  men  under  arms,  every  man 
with  good  horses  and  a  lanee,  mot  of  them  with  swords, 
pistols,  rifles,  or  carbines,  every  one  of  them  countrymen, 
to  aid  thiun  either  by  choice  or  force;  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  every  hill  and  valley;  yet  they  did  not  succeed,  ami  have 
found  their  losses  in  horses  and  waste  of  time  so  great,  as  to 
prefer  peace  ti)r  the  future,  under  a  guarantee  of  good  treat- 
ment." 

The  capitulation  of  Couenga  was  the  happy  con- 
clusion of  the  war,  and  is  so  testified  by  many 
witnesses.  Midshipman  Wilson,  a  captain  in  tiie 
California  battalion,  says: 

"  Wc  had  frequent  skirmishes  with  parties  of  the  enemy 
until  the  capitulation  of  Coitc»;;a,  which  acted  almost  magi- 
rally  in  restoring  peace  and  tramiuillity  to  the  country  ;  and 
but  i'or  that  capitulatirm,  so  henelicial  in  its  results,  my  im- 
pression is  that  the  Californians  would  have  carried  on  a 
system  of  guerrilla  warfare,  l')y  which  many  lives  and  much 
properly  would  have  been  sacriliced." 

Colonel  Russell,  who  wtts  chief  staff  officer  in 
the  battalion,  and  one  of  the  commissioners  for 
making  the  capitulation,  says: 

"  At  the  capitulation  of  Don  Andres  Pico  to  Colonel  Fre- 
mont, he  and  other  Californians  boldly  declared  Iheir  deter- 
mination never  to  submit  to  any  other  (itfi<'er  than  him,  and 
on  Uie  terms  granted  in  the  capitulation  of  Couenga,  of  which 
I  was  one  of  (he  negotiators. 
I      "  I  heiitnte  not  to  give  it  oi  my  decided  opinion  that  ttie 


capitulation  of  Couenga  on  the  13th  January,  1847,  was  the 
main  cause  of  saving  the  country  from  a  bloody,  vexatious, 
predatory  warfare,  that  would  necessarily  have  been  pro- 
tracted for  a  considerable  length  of  time. 

"I  remained  at  Los  Angeles  over  two  months  after  the 
capitulation,  and  became  well  acquainted,  and  conversed 
much  with  the  families  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  from 
all  I  could  learn,  the  good  results  of  that  treaty  in  prevent- 
ing a  guerrilla  warfare  was  fully  confirmed." 

This  was  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  and  the  res- 
toration of  peace  and  its  fruits.  The  capitulation 
of  Couenga  was  the  pacification  and  the  reconcilia- 
tion of  California.  It  was  the  last  act  in  the  drama 
of  the  conquest,  and,  like  the  first  movement  in  the 
valley  of  the  Sacramento,  was  done  upon  the  re- 
sponsibility of  Mr.  Fremont  alone.  From  the  day 
it  was  signed  peace  and  good-will  prevailed  in  the 
country.  Travelling  and  living  became  as  secure 
as  in  any  part  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Fremont 
could  have  gone  back  alone,  without  arms  or  guards, 
upon  the  line  of  his  march  from  Los  Angeles  to 
Monterey,  without  interruption  from  the  people, 
except  in  the  manifestations  of  their  gratitude  and 
affection.  He  did  go  back  upon  it  in  that  extraor- 
dinary ride  with  Doii  Jesus  Pico,  and  was  greeted 
everywhere  by  the  hospitalities  of  the  people.  He 
afteVwards  lived  two  months  as  governor  in  the 
capital  of  the  Californias,  like  any  Governor  would 
live  in  the  capital  of  one  of  our  States,  without 
guards  or  sentries,  or  any  semblance  of  military 
protection,  the  battalion  being  sent  off  ten  miles  to 
keep  it  out  of  the  town. 

And  thus  the  spme  men  who  began  the  war  fin- 
ished it.  The  California  battalion,  formed  out  of 
the  American  settlers  on  the  Sacramento  and  the 
men  of  the  topographical  parly,  (reinforced  after- 
wards by  later  emigi'ants  from  the  United  States,) 
finished  on  the  plains  of  Couenga  the  movement 
which  had  commenced  at  Sonoma,  and  in  the  same 
spirit  of  justice,  moderation,  and  patriotism.  In 
conjunction  with  the  sailors  and  piarines,  they  had 
twice  conquered  California  before  the  United  States 
troops  arrived  in  the  country.  They  did  it  with- 
out aid  from  the  United  States — without  quarter- 
masters, commissaries,  and  paymasters  to  carry, 
feed,  and  pay  thein.  The  fruits  of  all  their  labors 
have  been  received  by  the  United  States,  and  the 
bill  rendered  is  only  seven  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars— a  fraction  only  of  the  amount  paid  to  those 
who  arrived  after  the  work  was  done.  It  should 
have  been  provided  for  in  one  of  the  public  bills. 
It  is  an  appropriation,  and  of  a  public  nature,  and 
of  the  most  sacred  nature.  It  should  at  least  have 
had  a  place  in  that  '■'deficiency"  bill  of  fourteen 
millions  which  lately  passed  Congress;  for  what 
can  be  more  deficient  than  nonpayment,  for  almost 
two  years,  for  such  extraordinary  services.'  Even 
if  this  bill  is  passed  at  once,  and  with  the  least 
possible  delay  from  legislative  forms,  it  will  still 
be  almost  half  a  year  before  the  claimants  can  be- 
gin to  touch  their  pay. 

The  bill  is  carefully  drawn,  both  with  a  view  to 
public  and  to  private  justice.  It  is  intended  to 
settle  up  and  pay  up  at  once  all  just  claims,  and  to 
close  the  door  forever  upon  all  false  ones.  A  com- 
mission acquainted  with  the  subject,  familiar  with 
every  transaction,  is  to  go  to  California,  visit  every 
district  in  which  claims  originated,  call  all  before 
them,  allow  the  good,  reject  the  bad,  and  bar  all 
that  are  not  presented  to  ihem.  In  this  way,  and 
in  this  alone,  can  justice  be  done  to  all  parties, just 
claimants  saved  from  the  depredations  of  agents 
and  speculators,  the  United  States  saved  from  pay- 
ing false  accounts,  and  California  prevented  from 
becoming  a  mine  for  the  production  of  false  claims 
for  half  a  century  to  come.  The  great  and  main 
facts,  that  services  have  been  rendered,  that  the 
United  States  have  received  the  benefit  of  these 
services,  and  that  they  have  not  been  paid  for,  are 
established  by  the  depositions;  the  mode  of  settle- 
ment, and  the  detail  of  payment,  is  directed  by  the 
bill. 

Mr.  DAYTON  rose  and  said,  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  make  a, few  remarks  otj  the  bill;  but  as  the 
hour  was  late,  and  as  he  understood  there  was 
some  Executive  business  to  be  acted  on,  he  would 
wish  the  bill  to  be  informally  passed  over,  should 
such  be  the  sense  of  the  Senate. 

EXECUTIVE   SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  and  by  gen- 
eral consent,  the  bill  was  then  informally  passed 
over,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  Executive  business.  The  doors  were  soon 
afterwards  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  Jipril  11,  1848. 

Mr.  PALFREY  rose,  a.s  soon  as  the  Journal 
had  been  read,  and  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  joint  resolution  from  tiie  Senate, 
tendering  the  congratulations  of  the  American  to 
the  French  people  on  tlie  consolidation  of  a  French 
republic  and  the  principles  of  liberty,  was  passed 
yesterday. 

The  SPEAKER  incjuired  if  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  voted  in  the  majority. 

Mr.  PALFREY  replied  that  he  did. 

The  SPEAKER  then  stated  the  question  to  be 
on  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  PALFREY  said  he  was  desirous  yesterday 
to  offer  an  amendment  to  tlie  resolutions  when  they 
were  pending,  but  he  was  prevented  by  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  fr'om  Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens] 
for  the  previous  question.  If  he  had  had  an  op- 
portunity, he  should  have  offered  the  following 
resolution  as  an  amendment  to  be  prefixed  to  the 
series  of  rtsolution.s  that  were  introduced: 

Rebolveil,  Tliat  no  despntism  is  more  efFctive  than  that 
which  exists  under  tlie  senihhince  of  popnlnr  institutions; 
and  that  a  great  nation  emancipated  from  the  control  of  an 
oligarchy  ot' two  hundred  thousand  votingciaizcns  is  entitled 
10  the  congratulations  i5f  every  friend  of  freedom. 

The  French  Government  lately  overthrown  (he 
remarked)  was  said,  at  the  time  of  its  institu- 
tion, to  be  a  throne  surrounded  by  popular  insti- 
tutions, by  institutions  of  a  lepublican  character; 
and  yet  it  had  come  to  this,  that  about  two  hun-  i 
dred  thousand  voting  citizens  had  wielded  the  pow-  ! 
er  of  that  Republic,  and  governed  some  thirty-five 
millions  of  men.  They  had  done  it  in  the  way  in 
which  other  oligarchies,  other  monarchies  had 
done  it  in  other  days,  without  disturbing  the  forms 
of  republicanism,  acting  through  the  channels  of 
republican  government,  yet  wielding  an  arbitrary 
and  tyrannical  power,  by  means  of  influence,  of 
bribery,  of  intimidation,  and  in  other  ways.  The 
time,  however,  had  gone  by, and  he  should  not  now 
offer  his  amendment.  But  he  would  take  occa- 
sion, which  he  could  have  desired  to  have  had 
yesterday,  to  make  a  remark  or  two,  called  forth 
by  some  observations  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Bayly,]  whom  he  saw  near  him.  He 
had  not  heard  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  dis- 
tinctly, though  he  sat  near  that  gentleman.  The 
observations  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  as 
the  gentleman  had  himself  very  properly  said,  had 
been  very  discursive,  though  certainly  interesting 
as  far  as  he  (Mr.  P.)  could  hear  them.  He  had 
not  heard  them  distinctly,  because  his  hearing, 
never  the  quickest,  v/as  affected  by  indisposition 
under  which  he  labored. 

He  was  not  now  proposing  to  follow  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  in  the  general  cour.se  of  his 
remarks.  He  had  no  means  of  doing  it.  He  had 
sought  the  means  in  the  newspapers — or  rather  in 
the  newspaper,  the  JiTational  Intelligencer — this 
morning,  that  he  might  see  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  and  revive  his  own  impres- 
sions, and  correct  any  errors  into  which  he  might 
have  fallen.  There  was  no  report,  however,  there; 
so  that  he  was  thrown  entirely  on  his  own  very  im- 
perfect recollection.  He  was,  nevertheless,  obliged 
to  address  the  House  to-day,  if  at  all;  for  the 
privilege  of  moving  a  reconsideration,  which  gave 
him  the  right  to  address  the  House,  would  be  ex- 
hausted to-morrow. 

As  he  had  said,  he  did  not  propose  to  follow 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  in  the  whole  range 
of  his  remarks;  it  was  only  one  or  two  of  the 
most  important  topics  which  that  gentleman  had 
brought  forward  that  he  should  touch;  and  par- 
ticularly he  wished  to  correct  the  gentleman's  im- 
pression— for  he  supposed  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  did  not  wish  to  rest  under  any  misapjire- 
hension,  or  mislead  any  of  those  who  reposed 
confidence  in  him — respecting  a  certain  state  of 
sentiment  and  law  in  Massachusetts  to  which  the 
gentleman  had  alluded.  He  might,  to  be  sure, 
have  interrupted  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
wheivlie  was  treating  on  this  topic  yesterday,  but 
he  saw  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  in  much 
better  hands  than  in  his  own — he  alluded  to  his 
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colleague,  [Mr.  Ashmun.]  He  was  far  from  saying 
that  Massachusetts,  in  this  or  any  particular,  en- 
tirely conformed  to  the  idea  of  a  perfect  common- 
wealth. He  knew  there  was  nothing  perfect  here 
below,  in  either  the  individual  or  the  social  state. 
He  was  far  from  maintaining  that  the  practice  of 
Massachusetts  conformed  to  her  theories.  But 
one  thitig  he  Vv'ould  tell  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, that  Massachusetts  was  not  too  old  to  grow 
wiser,  and  she  was  growing  wiser  day  by  day, 
thank  God.  Massachusetts  was  a  little  younger 
than  Virginia,  and  if  he  might  draw  an  inference 
from  what  had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  he  feared  that  Virginia  was  too  old  to 
grow  wiser. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  adverted  to  the 
marriage  laws  of  Massachusetts;  and  he  begged,  if 
his  recollection  of  what  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia had  said  was  not  correct,  that  the  gentleman 
would  correct  him.  Massachusetts  saw  that  there 
were  people  within  her  borders  of  mingled  blood. 
Mulattoes  were  born  in  Massachusetts.  He  pre- 
sumed mulattoes  were  born  in  Virginia.  There 
were  mulattoes  there  in  IS.ie,  1843,  and  1844.  He 
stated  that  fact  from  his  own  observation.  Well, 
Massachusetts  thought — her  legislative  will  was — 
that  if  there  were  to  be  persons  born  there  of  min- 
gled blood,  there  should  be  no  legal  obstacle  to  their 
being  honestly  born;  and  so  she  had  declared  by 
her  iavv's  some  five  or  six  years  ago. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  speaking  of  the 
social  position  of  the  colored  race  in  Massachu- 
setts, had  asked  if  it  had  been  known  that  a  color- 
ed man  had  ever  served  on  a  jury.  He  (Mr.  P.) 
could  not  answer  that  question;  but  he  could  tell 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  how  the  laws  of  Mas- 
sachusetts stood  on  that  subject,  to  the  best  of  his 
knowledge  and  belief.  The  laws  of  Massachusetts 
specified  no  distinction  of  color  among  the  qualifi- 
cationsof  jurymen, and  a  colored  man  was  as  liable 
to  be  draughted  to  sit  in  the  jury  box  as  a  white 
man. 

Mr.  BAYLY  asked  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts to  yield  the  floor  for  explanation. 

Mr.  PALFREY  assented. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  he  had  referred  to  instances 
of  a  universal  social  feeling  repealing  the  laws  of 
the  State. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  inquired  what 
the  question  was  that  was  before  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  it  was  on  a  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Pal- 
frey] to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the  House  yester- 
day adopting  the  resolutions  congratulating  the 
French  on  the  establishment  of  a  republican  gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  BROWN  inquired  if  those  resolutions  were 
now  before  the  House,  and  if  they  had  not  been 
returned  to  the  Senate.'  And  if  they  had  been 
returned  to  the  Senate,  if  this  motion  was  now  in 
order.' 

The  SPEAKER  explained,  that  the  rules  of  the 
House  gave  the  privilege  to  move  a  reconsideration 
on  the  day  on  which  the  vote  was  taken,  or  on  the 
day  succeeding;  and  such  privilege  was  not  super- 
seded by  the  return  of  the  resolutions  to  the  Sen- 
ate. That  point  had  been  frequently  settled  in  this 
House.  He  would,  however,  state,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  that  he  understood  that  the  papers  were  still 
in  the  hands  of  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  PALE'REY  then  resumed.  He  said  he 
was  the  most  helpless  man  in  this  House  in  the 
hands  of  a  tactician:  the  rules  might  clioke  him 
off  from  all  participation  in  debate,  and  he  should 
not  know  how  to  help  himself.  He  once  thought 
he  knew  something  of  parliamentary  law;  but  the 
Rules  and  Orders  of  this  House  were  an  unfathom- 
able mystery  to  him.  He  believed,  however,  that 
the  rules  had  been  applied  by  the  Chair  honestly 
and  justly.  He  was  sometimes  fain  merely  to  rise 
in  his  place,  as  he  and  the  Speaker  had  been  taught 
to  do  when  boys  at  school  in  New  England,  raise 
his  right  hand,  and  say,  "Sir,  may  I  speak.'" 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  suggested  a  case 
in  which  he  supposed  the  laws  to  be  overridden  by 
public  sentiment.  Now,  he  did  not  know  but  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  right.     He  (Mr. 


P.)  had  never  sat  on  a  jury;  he  had  never  argued 
before  a  jury;  he  had  never  been  tried  by  a  jury. 
He  knew  not,  then,  how  that  might  be;  but  this  he 
knew,  that  the  selectmen  of  the  town  placed  in. a 
box  the  names  oftho.se  citizens  vv-lio  were  eligible 
to  serve  on  juries.  The  law  gave  them  a  discretion 
as  to  the  names  they  should  place  there,  and  they 
were  authorized  to  deposit  the  names  of  those  that 
they  thought  suitable.  He  supposed  that  the  actual 
practice  would  be  found  to  conform  to  the  views 
of  town  officers. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  looked  a 
little  higher,  and  asked  if  a  coloied  man  had  been 
ever  heard  of  on  the  bench  .'  Now,  had  a  justice '."3 
court  a  bench.'  [Mr.  Bayly  assented.]  A  justice's 
court  had  a  bench;  and  not  many  months  had  pass- 
ed since,  in  his  humble  capacity  of  Secretary  of 
State  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  he 
had  set  the  great  seal  of  that  Commonwealth  to  the 
commission  of  a  gentleman  learned  in  the  law, 
who,  he  believed,  was  nearly  as  black  as  his  (Mr. 
P.'s)  coat.  And  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
should  go  to  Mas.sachusetts,  as  he  (Mr.  P.)  hoped, 
he  would,  and  if  he  got  into  trouble  there,  which 
he  (Mr.  P.)  hoped  he  would  not,  he  was  as  likely 
to  have  justice,  tempered  with  mercy,  meted  out 
to  him  by  that  respectable  magistrate  as  by  any 
other  person  bearing  a  judicial  comnaission  in  the 
old  Bay  State. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  said  some- 
thing, too,  about  the  Legislature.  Now,  he  (Mr. 
P.)  had  been  in  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
in  the  years  1842  and  1843,  and  in  one  of  those 
years — 1842,  he  believed — it  was  said  in  the  House 
that  a  colored  man  was  chosen  from  one  of  the 
towns  of  Massachusetts  to  represent  it  in  the  Le- 
gislature. He  believed  he  spoke  truly  on  this 
question,  though  he  had  never  seen  the  election 
certificate.  He  believed  the  town  to  which  he  re- 
ferred was  the  town  of  Pepperell.  [Some  gentle- 
man remarked  that  it  was  the  town  of  Townsend.] 
He  was  informed  by  a  friend  near  him  that  it  was 
the  town  of  Townsend,  which  was  next  to  Pep- 
perell. 

Mr.  BAYLY.     Did  he  take  his  seat.' 

Mr.  PALFREY.  That  was  a  very  pertinent 
question.  Hedidnot.  If  he  had,  he  (Mr.  P.)  had 
no  doubt  he  would  have  been  treated  with  proper 
respect  and  courtesy  there;  and,  for  anything  he 
knew,  that  colored  representative  might  have  been 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  Latimer  petition, 
which  reported  a  law  making  it  highly  penal  for 
the  ofRcers  of  the  Commonwealth  to  employ  them- 
selves in  arresting  fugitive  negroes,  and  forbidding 
the  use  of  the  jails  for  such  a  purpose.  But  he  did 
not  take  his  seat.  Perhaps  he  had  no  political 
ambition.  He  (Mr.  P.)  dared  say  he  was  a  mod- 
est man,  and  did  not  desire  a  seat  in  the  Legisla- 
ture. Would  not  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  be 
modest  about  taking  a  seat  in  a  Legislature  where 
all  its  members  were  of  a  color  different  from  his 
own? 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  alluded  to 
some  other  particulars  of  the  social  position  of  those 
persons.  He  would  sajj-  to  that  gendeman  that 
they  associate  with  our  children  in  the  public  schools 
— those  institutions  which  make  the  great  glory  of 
our  Commonwealth,  and  give  her  directly  and  in- 
directly that  standing  which  she  has  in  this  con- 
federacy of  republics.  After  making  a  few  remarks 
some  weeks  ago  in  this  House,  which  were  pub- 
lished in  the  National  Intelligencer,  he  had  received 
a  letter  from  a  gentleman  who  resided  in  the  town 
of  New  I3ed ford,  with  whom  he  was  not  acquaint- 
ed,but, on  making  inquiry  from  thegenlleman  who 
represented  the  tenth  congressional  district  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, who  was  now  absent,  he  had  learned 
that  the  writer  was  a  gentleman  of  wealth,  and 
standing,  and  respectability,  and  philanthropy,  and 
education.  The  writer  had  given  him  some  (acts 
which  he  believed  v/ould  be  interesting  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  and  to  other  members  of 
this  House.  Amongst  other  things  in  that  letter, 
he  said: 

«  There  ire  in  this  citv  nboiit  twelve  to  thirteen  hundred 
colored  people,  n\ui  of  that  number  b.Mween  three  hundred 
and  lour  hundred  are  slnvus,  or  rather  were  slaves,  but  hi\ve 
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emancipated  ihemselves,  as  Frederick  Douglass  would  say, 
by  '  praying  with  tlioir  heels.'  This  class  ol'  people  are  ho- 
giniiing  to  improve  themselves.  The  signs  are  already  vis- 
ible, botli  as  to  (iLporlmeiit  and  menial  iin^provement.  Last 
year  tiio  first  scholar  in  our  hijh  school  (wliicli  is  among  the 
rirst  in  the  Stale) was  a  ci)lor<;d  girl — one  who  was  laraliove 
all  others,  (I  thiak  in  all  the  branches,)  and  one  whose  com- 
position would  have  done  no  discredit  to  a  graduate  of  Har- 
vard. *  *  "  In  addition  to  this,  there  are  two  colored 
boys  in  our  public  schools,  each  of  whom  is  as  black  as 
possible,  and  wiio  stand  at  the  very  head  c)f  their  classes  in 
mathematics.  More.iver,  there  is  a  colored  2irl  who,  though 
not  the  tirst,  was  among  the  first  of  her  class  when  she  grad- 
uated in  our  high  school  about  two  years  since,  who  has 
siirice  established  an  infant  school  among  the  colored  chil- 
dren. *  *  *  Th're  is  also  a  colored  man  here  who  is 
worth  twenty  thnusan-l  dollars,  who  has  within  a  fev,'  years 
twice  visited  Franco,  and  travelled,  who  speaks  French  with 
accuracy,  and  is  quite  a  good  Latin  scholar,  and  moreover 
Bomcwhat  of  a  po;  t,  and  of  good  mor;;!  character.  There 
are  some  others  worth  from  two  to  ten  thousand  dollars." 

Mr.  P.  said  he  would  add,  that  he  had  lately 
known  something  of  a  chai'ming  boy,  whom  God, 
in  his  providence,  had  seen  fit  to  take  awav- 
[Voices:  "Charmingl"  "A  charming  negro!"] 
Yes,  (said  Mr.  P.,)  I  said  the  word,  and  I  do  not 
take  it  back  because  of  the  sneers  of  gentlemen. 
The  ex]3ression  \yas  unpremeditated,  but  the  re- 
ception it  meets  only  attracts  my  attention  to  its 
propriety.  I  do  not  know  what  there  is  that  has 
a  charm  for  rightly-thinking  men  if  it  be  not  moral 
and  intellectual  e.Kcellence.  I  repeat  it,  a  charming 
and  most  interesting  colored  boy,  who,  as  his  in- 
structor, an  accomplished  and  experienced  teacher, 
informed  me,  was  the  best  scholar  he  had  in  all  the 
departments  of  the  institution  ;  a  youth  of  amiable 
manners  and  gentlemanly  and  correct  deportment 
in  all  respects — one  who  inspired  respect  and  regard 
among  all  his  white  associates.  He  was  fitted  for 
the  oldest  university  in  the  country.  But  God  took 
him  away.  Had  his  life  been  spared,  tliat  youth 
would  now  have  been  in  that  oldest  of  American 
universities.  He  would  there  have  been  the  equal 
associate,  perhaps  the  successful  competitor  of  Mr. 
P.'s  own  son,  and  of  the  son  of  a  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  not  now  in  his  place.  Mr.  P.  could 
say,  for  his  own  son,  that  had  he  not  treated  this 
lad  with  every  demonstration  of  respect  and  good 
will,  his  father  would  not  have  felt  for  him  that 
esteem  and  confidence  which  he  now  felt. 

Mr.  P.  said,  he  had  no  wish  to  depart  from  the 
regular  and  orderly  course  of  business  in  the 
House.  He  had  been  led  into  the  course  of  re- 
mark in  which  he  had  indulged  by  some  of  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Bayly,]  who  did  not,  he  was  very  sure,  desire  to 
remain  under  a  misapprehension  of  the  true  state 
of  facts  in  regard  to  v»hich  he  was  speaking. 

Before  he  resumed  his  seat,  he  would  add  one  word 
in  reo-ard  to  the  action  of  the  Senate  of  Virginia  re- 
specting his  lamented  friend,  Mr.  Ad.'vms.  Mr.  P. 
supposed  that  his  colleague  [Mr.  Ashmun]  had  not 
meant  to  express  displeasure  at  what  had  been 
done  by  that  body.  Certainly  Mr.  P.  felt  none. 
Honesty  was  first  of  all  the  virtues,  and  one  which 
Mr.  P.  ever  desired  to  maintain  both  in  himself 
and  others.  He  would  not  praise  the  dead  be- 
cause they  were  dead.  Let  his  tongue  be  palsied 
before  it  uttered  commendation  of  some  departed 
men,  prominent  in  American  history,  of  whom  he 
had  heard  animated  laudations  in  that  House.  He 
held  that  the  Senate  of  Virginia  ought,  in  their 
course  of  public  action,  to  be  true  to  the  opinions 
they  held.  The  misfortune  was,  not  that  they  acted 
according  to  their  opinions,  but  that  they  held  such 
opinions.  They  could  not  sympathize  with  that 
great  life;  they  were  unable  to  appreciate  its  noble 
aims,  and  they  were  right  in  not  saying  that  they 
did.  But  other  limes  were  coming  for  Virginia. 
The  time  was  coming,  perhaps  was  not  very  far 
oflT,  that  her  sons,  when  showing  her  puiilic  records 
to  a  stranger,  would  turn  over  that  leaf  hastily,  as 
not  likmg  to  remember  or  to  dwell  upon  it.  The 
day.s  were  hastening  on  wlien  Virginia  woiihl 
agani  come  to  the  van  of  public  opinion.  She  had 
stood  there  once— she  would  stand  there  a^ain. 
If  the  great  State  of  Virginia,  for  a  quarter"of  a 
century,  had  not  exerted  any  appreciable  infiuence 
in  the  councils  of  this  nation,  it  could  never  be  for- 
gotten that  her  influence  had  once  been  great  and 
salutary,  and  it  would  be  again;  she  jw-ssessed 
material,  which,  under  better  appliances  than  what 
now  existed,  would  yet  make  its  due  contribution 
to  the  glory  of  the  Republic.  And  when  that 
bright  day  should  come,  then,  lie  repeated  it, 
would  this  be  turned  hastily  over  as  a  defaced  leaf 
in  her  history.  The  gentleman  remembered  the 
iuacriptign  written  on  the  monuniont  of  Moli^e, 


who  had  failed,  by  one  or  two  votes,  of  admission 
into  the  French  Academy.  On  his  death  the  Acad- 
emy decreed  Itim  a  monument  in  their  own  hall,  on 
which,  by  their  order,  this  was  written:  "■J^'othing 
jfos  tvantiiig  to  Ids  glory:  he  ivas  xcanting  to  ours."* 
So  it  rnight  be  said  of  thhs  proceeding  of  the  Senate 
of  Virginia:  her  condolence  was  not  wanting  to  the 
glory  of  Mr.  Adams;  but  a  due  expression  of  regret 
at  his  loss  was  wanting  to  hers. 

Mr.  JOHrsSON,  of  Tennessee,  desired  to  inter- 
pose one  question;  and  (Mr.  P.  yielding) said:  The 
gentleman  told  them  if  that  "  charming"  young 
black  had  not  been  called  hence,  he  would  have  been 
the  associate  of  his  son  in  one  of  the  oldest  univer- 
sities of  the  State;  and  if  his  son  had  not  treated  his 
associate  with  proper  respect,  he  would  thereby 
haveforfeited  theconsideratioii  of  hisparent.  Now, 
his  question  was,  would  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts be  wflling  to  see  that  interesting,  talent- 
ed, "charnning"  negro  boy,  become  the  married 
companion  of  liis  own  daughter? 

Mr.  PALFREY  said,  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee inquires  Vv'liether  I  would  introduce  such  a 
young  person  as  I  have  described  to  the  acquaint- 
ance of  the  female  members  of  my  family.  The 
question  was  of  a  nature  very  foreign  from  that  of 
the  academical  association  ofynung  men.  There 
were  various  conventional  circumstances  having  re- 
lation to  the  habits  of  social  life,  which  v/ould  deter- 
mine his  mind  in  such  a  case,  and  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  could  estimate  as  well  as 
himself.  The  gentleman,  he  supposed,  was  able  to 
put  much  stronger  questions  than  that,  which  was 
answered  by  stating  that  he  would  introduce  no 
female  of  his  family  to  the  society  of  any  person 
who,  for  reasons  operating  on  the  minds  either  of 
his  family  or  their  friends,  he  nnight  know  would 
be  disagreeable,  eitiier  on  account  of  anything  per- 
sonal to  himsell',  or  weighing  upon  him  because  of 
the  habits  or  views  of  others. 

The  definite  object  for  which  he  had  risen,  was 
to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  so  that  it  might  be  amended  by  the  sub- 
stitution of  the  language  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens.]  He  considered  that 
proposed  amendment  as  fully  meeting  the  case, 
and  as  very  happily  expressed.  Mr.  P.  said  he 
dreaded  the  resolution  on  the  table.  He  had,  in- 
deed, voted  for  it,  because  he  did  not  like  on  such 
an  occasion  to  sit  silent,  and  because  he  was  un- 
willing to  vote  "nay"  on  such  an  occasion.  In 
yielding  his  vote,  he  had  done  it  rather  in  favor  of 
what  he  supposed  the  resolution  was  intended  to 
convey,  than  that  which  it  actually  expressed. 

Mr.  P.  would  not  speak  in  a  disrespectful  tone 
of  any  gentleman  in  the  House,  nor  did  he  know 
who  it  was  that  had  draughted  this  resolution;  but, 
to  speak  the  real  truth,  he  did  not  know  what  it 
meant.  If  anybod;^  knew  what  "consolidating  the 
principles  of  liberty''  meant,  and  that  the  French 
had  done  it,  he  Icnew  more  than  Mr.  P.,  which, 
to  be  sure,  was  not  saying  much.  [A  laugh.] 
No;  the  language  was  French,  and  sadly  modern 
French,  too.  No  such  French  could  be  got  out  of 
the  pages  of  Voltaire.  It  was  the  French  of  Cousin, 
and  that  school.  For  aught  he  knew,  the  phrase 
in  question  might  have  been  drawn  from  some  of 
the  speeches  or  papers  of  Lamartine,  in  whose 
proclamations  and  harangues,  while  there  were 
many  very  good  things,  there  were  others  like 
those  of  a  much  greater  character,  "  some  things 
hard  to  be  understood." 

The  French  loved  a  brilliant  saying  as  well  as 
anybody;  and  they  might  be  gratified  by  the  en- 
thusiastic sympathy  wliich  our  resolutions  were 
intended  to  express;  but  they  were  a  peojtle  of  very 
rigid  taste,  and  had  as  keen  a  sense  oC  the  ridicu- 
lous; and  Mr.  P.  confessed  he  should  not  like  to 
be  present  when  this  resolution  should  be  read  in 
the  French  legislative  hall,  for  he  veiily  believed 
it  would  excite  such  merriment  as  would  be  little 
flattering  to  oiir  national  vanity.  He  hoped,  for  the 
sake  of  our  own  good  taste  and  exactness,  that  the 
resolution  would  be  reconsidered  and  amended. 

Mr.  KAUFIMAN  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table;  but 
consented  to  withdraw  it  at  the  earnest  solicitation 
anrl  remonstrance  of 

Mr.  BAYLY,  who  said  he  should  not  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  with  any  asper- 
ity.    There  was  so  much  of  the  man  that  was  the 
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gentleman,  so  much  propriety  of  conduct  and  of 
manner  about  him,  that,  much  as  Mr.  B.  abhorred 
the  principles  he  held,  he  should  not  attempt,  in 
his  reply  to  his  remarks  on  this  occasion,  to  give 
any  expression  to  his  feelings.  But  it  was  due  to 
himself,  that  he  should  add  a  few  words  to  his 
reply  to  the  other  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  AsHf.iuN.] 

But  before  he  did  so,  he  must  say  a  few  words 
in  reply  to  the  gentleman  who  had  last  spoken, 
[Mr.  Palfrey.]  And,  in  the  first  place,  that  gen- 
tleman had  said  that  Mr.  B.  v/as  in  error  in  regard 
to  the  legislation  of  Massachusetts.  Now,  if  the 
gentleman  had  heard  his  remarks  distinctly,  as  he 
had  said  he  did  not,  he  could  not  but  have  been 
struck  with  the  fact,  that  in  all  he  had  said  in  rela- 
tion to  the  legislation  of  the  States  of  this  Union 
on  the  subject  of  free  negroes,  he  had  carefully  ex- 
cepted Massachusetts.  He  bad  repeated  that  ex- 
ception with  particularity  more  than  once,  and  the 
reason  must  be  obvious.  He  knew  the  general 
fact  that  there  had  been  of  late  much  legislation  hi 
Massachusetts  on  that  subject,  but  he  was  not 
fully  aware  of  the  precL-se  extent  to  which  it  had 
gone.  Ivlost  of  the  remarks  he  had  made  in 
reference  particularly  to,  Massachusetts  he  had 
made  on  the  statements  and  suggestions  of  other?;. 
But,  after  all,  he  did  not  think  the  gentleman  had 
pointed  out  any  very  important  errors  into  which 
he  had  fallen.  He  had  one  other  remark  to  make 
on  this  point.  He  had  said  that  Massachusetts 
had  made  it  a  penal  offence  for  her  magistrates  to 
assist  in  the  delivering  up  of  fugitive  slaves,  and 
had  prohibited  the  use  of  her  jails  for  any  such 
purpose.  He  recollected  those  laws  perfectly  well, 
and  had  intended  to  refer  to  them  in  his  re|)ly  to 
the  gentleman  [Mr.  Ashmun]  on  yesterday,  but 
in  the  hurry  of  an  unpremeditated  speech  he  had 
forgotten  to  refer  to  the  assertion  of  that  gentleman 
that  his  Slate  was  willing  to  abide  by  the  compro- 
iTiise  of  the  Constitution.  He  would  therefore  ad- 
vert to  that  subject  now,  because  he  should  dwell 
upon  it  more  at  large  in  his  printed  remarks,  should 
he  hereafter  write  out  his  speech  and  ainplify  it  as 
he  proposed  to  do  for  publication.  The  gentleman 
had  said  that  he  himself  v/as  willing  and  his  State 
was  willing  to  abide  by  the  Constitution  as  it  stood, 
and  that  in  reference  to  the  subject  of  slavery  he 
was  willing  to  stand  by  the  compromises  on  which 
that  instrument  had  been  formed.  Let  him  ask 
the  gentleman  whether  in  passing  such  laws  as 
these  his  State  was  doing  that.' 

Mr.  ASHMUN.     Yes;  she  is. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  No;  she  is  not.  The  United 
States  courts  have  declared  precisely  the  reverse. 
Mr.  B.  quoted  the  following  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution: "  No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one 
'  State,  under  the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  an- 
'  other,  shall,  in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regula- 
'  tion  therein,  be  discharged  from  such  service  or 
'  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the 
'  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be 
'  due." 

Judge  Story,  a  jurist  who  was  the  boast  anrl 
glory  of  the  gentleman's  own  Slate,  in  comment- 
ing on  this  clause  in  the  Constitution,  observed, 
that  it  contemplated  a  summary  ministerial  pro- 
ceeding not  in  conformity  with  the  rules  of  the 
conmion  law.  That  commentator  laid  emphasis 
on  the  expression  "  delivered  up  on  the  cldim  of 
the  party  to  whom,"&c.  And  so  said  the  United 
States  Supreme  Court.  In  1793  Congress  had 
passed  a  law  to  carry  out  this  conatjtutional  pro- 
vision: and  that  law  made  it  the  duty  of  the  State 
magistrates  to  assist  in  the  surrender  of  such  fugi- 
tives. 

Mr.  ASHMUN.  Will  you  show  me  the  law 
which  makes  any  such  requirement. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Yes,  I  will.  Hand  me  the  vol- 
ume of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  and  I  will 
show  it. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  he  said, 
declared  that  the  Constitution,  and  the  laws  passed 
in  pursuance  of  it,  should  be  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land.  The  constitutionality  of  the  law  of  1798 
had  come  before  the  Supi-eme  Court  in  the  case  of 
Sprigg  against  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; and  the  members  of  the  court,  with  a  single 
dissenting  voice,  had  pronounced  it  to  be  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Constitution,  and  therefore  the 
law  of  the  land.  Yet  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
wiih  this  doctrine  taught  by  her  own  great  jurist, 
and  this  decision  of  the  court  of  last  resort  staring 
her  in  the  face,  has  »et  at  nought  this  supreme  law 
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of  the  land  by  a  law  of  her  own — a  law  (hat  was 
so  designed.  Slie  had  done  more;  she  had  ex- 
tended the  right  of  ti'ial  by  jury  to  these  fugitives; 
she  had  also  authorized  nej^roes  to  sit  uprn  juries, 
according  to  the  gentleman  who  had  just  spoken; 
and  thus  the  case  of  a  runaway  negro  might  come 
before  a  jury  of  negroes  (who  might  tliemselves 
have  been  runaways)  for  trial.  It  was  idle  to  tell 
him  that  this  important  clause  of  the  Constitution 
- — a  clause  which  had  been  made  an  indispensable 
condition  by  the  southern  States  before  they  would 
sanction  the  Constitution — had  not  been  nullified 
by  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  With  what  pro- 
priety, then,  could  the  gentleman  come  here  and 
say  that  his  State  was  willing  to  stand  by  the  Con- 
stitution as  it  was?  Did  not  public  sentiment  there 
make  the  enforcement  of  the  rights  of  a  slave- 
holder impossible? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  here  asked  leave  of  Mr.  B.  to 
make  an  ex-planation. 

Mr.  BAYLY  having  assented — 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  would  state  the  point 
as  it  existed.  He  under;itoo<J  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Bayly]  to  say  that  the  United  States 
5aw  of  1793  niad-e  it  tli-e  -duty  of  State  officers  to 
arrest  a  fugitive  slave,  or  to  assist  in  his  arrest. 
He  called  on  the  gentleman  to  show  in  what  part 
of  that  law  any  such  piovision  was  contained.  If 
the  gentleman  could  find  any  such  clause  in  it, 
from  beginning  to  end,  Mr.  G.  was  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge that  he  hud  made  some  progress  in 
knowledge  to-day. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  it  was  of  course  impossible 
for  him  to  stop  now  to  exaTOine  the  details  of  a 
law.  Could  he  possibly  have  anticipated  that  such 
a  point  woukl  be  made,  he  would  have  examined 
the  law  Ijefwehand. 

Mr.  McLANE  explained,  that,  as  he  understood 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  regard  to 
the  act  of  1793,  the  Supreme  Court  had  decided 
that  the  clause  in  the  Constitiuion  which  provided 
for  the  arrest  of  fugitives  from  labor  executed  itself 
so  far  as  tlie  fugitive  could  be  arrested  without 
illegal  vioience;  but,  as  such  remedy  would  be  very 
insuificient,  the  court  further  decided  that  Congress 
was  bound  to  provide  legislative  remedy,  and  that 
this  legislative  (wwer  of  Congress  was  exclusive; 
and  that  no  State  could  interfere  to  qualify  or  re- 
strain the  reiT>edy  provided  by  the  act  of  1793;  the 
magistrates  named  in  ihatacl  might,  if  they  fileased, 
execute  the  law,  and  if  State  legislation  interfered 
to  forbid  them,  such  legislation  was  unconstitu- 
tional. The  act  of  Massachusetts  refusing  the  use 
of  her  jails  was  an  attempt  indirectly  to  restrain 
the  remedy  provided  by  the  act  of  1793,  and  in 
spirit  it  was  uncor.sliLulional. 

Mr.  GlDDliSiGS  wished  this  matter  clearly  un- 
derstood, because  it  was  an  important  point.  Know- 
ing the  legal  science  o^f  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Bayly,]  and  the  ardor  of  his  desire  to 
have  it  established  according  to  liis  own  views,  he 
had  looked  into  it  with  an  anxious  desire  to  know 
whether  the  gentleman  was  right  or  himself,  and 
lie  would  now  point  out  the  result  of  that  exami- 
nation. 

But  he  must  begin  by  going  back  of  the  law  of 
1793.  He  would  go  all  the  way  back  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution,  and  give  a  historical  de- 
tail of  the  action  both  of  the  Convention  and  of 
Congress  on  this  subject,  as  well  as  the  decisions 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  legislation  of  the 
States.  In  the  Convention,  a  member  from  South 
Carolina  offered,  as  an  amendment  to  the  reported 
/draught  of  the  Constitution,  a  clause  declaring  that 
the  free  States  should  arrest  a  fugitive  slave  comiii"- 
within  their  limits  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
would  a  fugitive  from  justice.  Whereupon,  a  mem- 
ber from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Wilson)  instantly 
rose  and  oljjected  to  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment, because  it  would  involve  the  people  of  the 
free  States  in  the  arrest  of  slaves — that  is,  in  the 
expense  of  it;  and  he  was  followed  on  the  same 
eide  by  a  gentleman  from  Connecticut;  and  the 
result  was,  that  the  amendment  was  rejected  with- 
out a  division. 

The  rejection  was  put  upon  the  ground  that  it 
would  involve  the  f)eople  of  the,  free  States  in  the 
arresting  of  slaves.  And  he  would  say  that  the 
intention  of  the  people  in  thus  refusing  to  be  laid 
uniler  any  such  obligation  had  been  carried  out  by 
the  Siif)reme  Court.  The  true  doctrine  of  the  (H)url 
Was,  that  the  people  of  the  free  States  could  not 
legislate  either  to  aid  the  arrest  of  slaves  or  to  hin- 
der Ibttt  arrest.    They  had  nolhing  to  do  in  the 


matter.  The  soil  of  the  free  States  was  a  common 
race-ground  for  the  slave  and  his  master,  and  the 
Governments  of  those  States  were  not  to  interfere 
between  them.  They  were  neither  to  surrender 
up  the  slave  nor  to  prevent  his  master  catching  him, 
if  he  could.  The  master  must  be  suffered  to  come 
and  catch  his  ov/n  slave  as  he  could.  The  law  of 
1793  carried  out  that  principle;  it  did  not  make  it 
the  duty  of  the  free  States  to  aid  the  master  in  ar- 
resting his  slave.  There  was  no  legal  process  by 
which  to  arrest  a  fugitive  sjave.  When  the  mas- 
ter overtook  and  seized  him  without  process,  then 
the  law  made  it  the  duty  of  the  State  magistrate  to 
give  him  a  certificate  of  the  fact;  and  so  far  the 
court  had  pronounced  the  law  to  be  unconstitu- 
tional. 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  as  he  understood  the  de- 
cision, it  made  no  distinction  between  slavehold- 
ing  States  and  Stales  not  slaveholding.  No  Slate 
could  arrest  a  fugitive,  whether  it  was  a  free  State 
or  a  slave  State,  under  the  law  of  the  United  States. 

Ml-.  GIDDINGS.  Certainly;  the  court  made 
no  distinction.*  The  lavif  left  the  master  to  arrest 
his  own  slave,  and  then  the  magistrate  commenced 
his  action;  but  the  court  had  pronounced  this  to  be 
unconstitutional. 

Mr.  BAYLY  (resuming)  said  that  the  interrup- 
tion of  the  gentleman  had  given  him  time  to  exam- 
itK3  the  law,  and  he  v/as  not  mistaken.  He  had 
said,  and  he  repeated  it,  with  the  law  before  him, 
which  he  thanked  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  for 
handing  Co  him,  that  the  law  of  1793  made  it  the 
duty  of  State  officers  to  assist — that  was  his  state- 
ment— in  removal,  by  his  master  or  his  agent  or 
attorney,  of  his  fugitive  slave,  itdid  so  in  express 
terms.  As  he  had  been  contradicted  on  that  point, 
he  desired  to  read  the  section; 

"Sec.o.  Jln'l  be  it  fariher  cniictcil,  Tiint  wlicn  a  person 
held  to  labor  in  any  of  the  Uuiteil  StiUes,  or  in  eitlier  ofthe 
Ttn-ritoriesfin  tlie  iiortliwostorjoutliofllie  river  OI)io,un<ii'i 
t!ie  laws  thereof,  slioiiUi  escape  into  any  other  of  the  said 
Slates  or  Territories^,  the  person  to  whom  s-urh  labor  or  ser- 
vice maybe  due, his  agent  or  attorney, is  hereby  empowered 
to  seize  or  anest  such  tiigitive  from  labor,  and  to  take  him 
or  her  i)pfore  any  judge  of  the  circuit  or  district  courtsof  the 
United  States,  residing  or  being  within  the  State,  or  before 
any  niaa'islratc  of  a  county,  city  or  town  corporate,  wherein 
iitck  seizure  or  arrest  should  be  maile;  and  upon  i^roof,  to  tiie 
satisfaction  of  such  juSj,e  or  nlii«idrale,  either  by  oral  testi- 
mony or  affidavit  taken  before,  and  cerufied  by,  a  magistrate 
of  any  stsch  State  or  Territory,  that  the  person  so  seized  or 
arrefted  dotl),  under  the  laws  of  the  State  or  Territory  from 
which  he  or  she  fled,  owe  service  or  labor  to  the  person 
claiming  him  or  her,  it  should  be  the  duty  of  sncli  judge  or 
magistrate  to  give  a  ceriificate  tliereof  to  such  elaimauf,  his 
agent  or  attorney,  which  should  be  suffieipnt  warrant  for  re- 
moving the  said  fugitive  from  labor  to  tlie  State  or  Territory 
from  vvhicli  he  or  she  fied." 

That  law  made  it  the  duty  of  the  State  magis- 
trates to  assist  in  the  suri'ender  to  the  owner,  agent, 
or  attorney  of  these  fugitive  slaves.  The  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  had  decided  that  that 
law  was  constitutional,  in  the  case  of  Prigg  against 
the  Commomveallh  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  (in  his  seat.)  That  part  of  it. 

Y'es,  that  part  of  it,  (said  Mr.  B.)  He  knew 
perfectly  well  what  that  decision  was.  He  had  read 
it  at  the  time.  It  was  several  years  since,  but  he 
undertook  to  state  what  that  decision  was.  There 
were  three  leading  points  made  in  the  case:  one  was, 
that  the  Constitution  executed  itself — that  no  legis- 
lation either  on  the  part  of  Congress  or  of  the  State 
Legislatures  was  contemplated,  and  therefore  that 
this  law  was  unconstitutional;  another  point  was, 
that  Congress  had  the  right  of  legislation,  and  of 
exclusive  legislation;  the  third  point  was,  that  there 
was  a  concurrent  power  of  legislation  on  this  sub- 
ject in  Congress  and  in  the  State  Legislatures,  with 
this  difference,  that  the  States  might  pass  laws  in 
aid  and  furtherance  of  the  laws  of  Congress,  but 
that  they  could  not  ])ass  a  law  in  contravention  of 
the  law  of  Congress.  These  were  the  points  made 
in  the  case.  What  was  the  decision  ?  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Baldwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  of  the  opinion, 
as  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  told,  that  the  constitutional  pro- 
vision was  ample  in  itself;  that  the  law  of  1793  was 
therefore  unnecessary;  and  tliat  the  Constitution 
gave  the  right  to  the  master,  or  his  agent  or  attor- 
ney, without  the  interference  of  any  ollicer  or  any- 
body, to  go  and  take  his  slave  who  had  got  into  a 
free  State  ])rccisely  as  he  would  his  horse  if  he 
went  there,  and  bring  him  back,  without  any  other 
authority  than  that  which  the  Constitution  pro- 
vided. And  he  maintained  that  any  legislation  of 
the  Slates  going  to  impair  this  provision  was  un- 
constitutional. A  majority  of  ihe  judges  of  the 
cpurt — Mr.  Justice  Story  delivering  the  opinion — 
decided  thut  tlie  Conslilulion  did  conteniplate  legis- 


lation, and  that  that  legislation  was  exclusively  in 
Coiigressrand  that  the  Sttite  Governments  had  no 
right  to  legislate  on  the  subject  at  all.  That  was 
the  decision  of  the  court.  But  three  judges — the 
Chief  Justice,  Mr.  Ju.stice  Daniel,  of  Virginia,  and 
Smith  Thompson,  of  New  York — gave  their  opin- 
ion that  the  right  of  legislation  was  concurrent;  that 
Congress  miglit  legislate  on  the  subject  with  pro- 
priety, and  that  tiie  law  of  1793  was' therefore  con- 
stitutional; and  that  the  State  Legislatures  might 
legislate  in  aid,  not  in  contradiction,  or  i-aiher,  in 
better  law  language,  not  in  contravention  of  the  law 
of  1793,  or  of  the  Constitution;  that  they  might 
make  further  provisions  in  aid  of  the  law  of  Con- 
gress on  the  subject.  His  (Mr.  B.'s)  own  opin- 
ion was  very  distinctly  that  that  opinion  gave  the 
true  law  of  the  subject.  But  that  was  not  neces- 
sary to  his  present  argument.  For  the  point  he 
meant  to  make  on  Massachusetts  he  would  abide 
by  the  decision  of  the  majnrity,  delivered  by  her 
own  distinguished  jurist.  He  had  decided  that  this 
law  was  constitutional.  The  court  had  so  decided.  " 
The  Constitution  said  that  the  laws  of  Congress, 
made  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution,  are  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land,  "  anything  in  the  Constitu- 
tion or  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing." 

This  decision  staring  Massachusetts  in  the  face, 
wliRt  had  she  done?  She  had  undertaken  to  forbirl 
not  only  her  officers,  but,  if  he  was  not  mistaken, 
her  citizens,  to  aid  in  any  manner  in  the  recapture 
of  fugitive  slaves.  Now  he  begged  gentlemen  to 
tell  him  how  this  constitutional  right,  secured  to 
every  slaveholder  in  the  Union,  was  to  be  exer- 
cised without  the  aid  of  the  citizens  of  that  State, 
when  fugitive  slaves  escaped  thither?  Did  the  Con- 
stitution contemplate  that  he  was  to  go  there  with 
his  posse  from  the  slave  State  to  execute  his  rights  ? 
It  contemplated,  most  clearly,  and  the  law  of  J793, 
which  had  been  decided  to  be  constitutional,  de- 
clared ex  [ilicitly,  in  ex  press  terms,  that  the  State  and 
local  authorities  should  exert  their  power  in  aid. 

But  suppose  he  was  wrong  in  this  matter — as 
most  clearly  he  was  not — the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  Stales  had  decided,  in  accordance  with 
the  opinion  of  Mr.  .Justice  Story,  in  his  Comment- 
aries, that  a  proceeding  according  to  the  rules  of 
the  common  law — that  was,  a  trial — was  not  con- 
templated by  the  Constitution;  and  that  the  person 
was  to  be  surrendered  up  on  tlie  clabnoCibe  party, 
not  on  the  suit  of  the  party.  Mr.  .Justice  Story 
had  also  said,  that  the  question  of  the  legality  or 
illegality  of  the  claim  could  not  be  inquired  into  in 
the  free  States,  and  so  had  Mr.  Justice  Washing- 
ton also  decided.  They  held,  that  the  moment  the 
fact  was  established  tliat  he  was  held  in  the  State 
from  which  he  fled  as  a  slave,  whether  rightful  or 
wrongful,  he  must  be  delivered  up  and  turned  over 
to  the  State  whence  he  came,  to  have  the  question 
of  legality  there  decided. 

But  what  had  Massachusetts  done?  She  had 
provided  for  and  authorized  a  trial  of  the  case  by 
jury.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Ashmun]  said  he  was  mistaken;  that  Massachu- 
setts had  not  extended  the  right  of  ti'inl  by  jury  to 
these  fugitives.  Such  was  his  (Mr.  B.'s)  impies- 
sion;  the  gentleman  might  be  better  informed;  but 
he  did  know  that  other  States  had — that  Pennsyl- 
vania had,  and  New  Y'ork  had,  and  so  had  others. 
He  had  had  the  honor  atone  time  to  represent  his 
State,  as  chairman  of  the  committee,  in  conducting 
the  controversy  between  Virginia  and  New  York 
in  reference  to  this  very  question.  The  law  of 
New  Y'ork  went  before  her  own  courts,  and  the 
supreme  court  of  New  York  decided,  almost  unan- 
imously, that  the  State  law  on  that  subject  was 
unconstitutional:  her  own  highest  judicial  tribunal 
decided  it.  And  yet  this  State,  that  claimed  to  stand 
by  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  as  they  were 
framed,  had  virtually  nullified  that  provision  of 
that  instrument!  He  put  it  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  or  the  gentleman  fi-oni  Massachusetts,  and 
asked  them  if  this  right  was  not  a  barren  and  a 
remediless  right  in  Mas.sachusetts?  ?Ie  nsked,  if 
he  went  to  Massachusetts  to-morrow— where  he 
had  been  invited  by  Ihe  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts—and carried  with  him  his  servant,  who 
travelled  with  him  everywhere,  and  whose  attend- 
ance upon  him  and  his  family  was  necessary,— if 
he  went  there,  he  asked  the  gentleman  it  her  courts 
and  citizens  would  not  force  that,  man  or  woman 
out  of  his  possession,  even  against  thoir  remon- 
strance? It  had  been  done  and  would  be  again; 
otid  his  owu  impression  was,  thut,  anxious  a*  he 
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was  to  0:0  to  Massachusetts,  this  unconstitutional 
provision  of  her  law  would  make  him  an  exile  from 

liei-  soil  so  lonij  as  it  was  continued 

Mr.  DUER  (iiUerposing)  inquired  if  tlie  g;cn- 
tlcman  contended  that  if  a  slaveholder  took  his 
slaves  into  one  of  the  free  States,  and  the  law  of 
lliiU  State  made  him  free,  tliat  it  was  unconstitu- 
tional? 

Mr.  BAYLY  replied,  it  was  unnecessary  for 
the  purposes  of  his  argument  to  take  that  position; 
lie  had  not  taken  it,  and  should  not  argue  it.  j 

IMr.  DUER  wished,  as  lie  was  upon  the  floor,  to  | 
make  one  remark;  and  (i\Ir.  B.  yielding)  said  he  j 
had  understood  the  gentleman  yesterday  to  say  i 
that  tiiere  were  laws  in  force  in  New  York  pro-  | 
hibiting  the  inimigratioi)  or  restraining  the  immi-  \ 
gration  of  free  blacks  into  that  State.  He  wished 
to  inform  the  gentleman  that  there  svere  no  such  ' 
laws.  I 

Mr.   BAYLY    (continuing)    said,   the    House  I 
would  recollect,  in  the  remarks  he  had  made  in  ref-  ' 
erence   to  the  lesrislation  in  the  non-slaveholding  | 
States  prohibiting  free   negroes  going  into  their  | 
limits,  he  had  not  undertaken  particularly  to  point 
out  the  States  that  had  done  it.     He  knew  Illinois 
had  lately  done  it;  he  believed  Pennsylvania  had;  I 
and  he  had  been  under  the  impres.sion  that  New 
York  had.     But,  bi;  that  as  it  might,  many  States  i 
had.     He  told  the  gentleman  from  New  York  that 
a  former  member  from   his  own  State  in   arguing 
the  Wilmot  proviso,  referring  to  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Governor  of  Virginia  to  expel  from  her 
borders  all  the  fjce  negro  population,  in  very  bitter 
remarks  had   said    that  Virginia  should   keep  her 
own  fiee  negro   population,  and  that  New  York 
would  go  to  war  sooner  than  permit  them  to  come 
into  that  Slate  and  settle. 

Mr.  DUER.     He  spoke  for  himself  probably. 
Mr.  BAYLY.     1  ask  the  gentleman  from  Nev/ 
York  if  they  do  not  require  some  security  aganist 
llifcir  going  on  to  the  parish  or  something  of  that 
sort? 

Mr.  DUER.     None  in  the  world. 
Mr.  BAYLY  (resuming)  said,  whether  or  not 
it  was  a  law  upon  the  statute-book,  it  was  the  law 
of  fjublic  opinion,  which  was  still  stronger. 

Look  to  Ohio — a  State  which  had  more  abolition 
Repre.sentntives  on  this  floor  perhaps  tlian  any  other 
— what  had  she  done  in  relation  to  the  Randolph 
negroes.'  At  his  death  he  emancipated  them,  and 
made  provision  that  land  should  be  purchased  for 
them  to  settle  on.  His  executors  went  into  Ohio 
and  bought  lands  for  that  purpose;  no  objection 
was  made  to  the  purchase  of  the  lands,  but  wlien 
they  undertook  to  settle  on  tiieir  lands,  were  the 
rights  of  freemen  sacred  to  them.'  Were  they  not 
mobbed.'  Did  not  almost  an  army  of  armed  men 
beset  tiie  canal  Inuiks  on  wliifh  they  were  floating.' 
And  a  gentleman  from  that  Stale,  not  now  here, 
v/ho  was  so  active  in  all  these  abolition  movements, 
maintained,  with  many,  that  they  were  right  in  not 
letting  the  free  negroes  setlle  there  to  contaminate 
their  society;  yet  these  free  negroes  would  not  be 
one  to  twenty  thousand  of  their  population,  while 
the  same  gentlemen  would  be  glad  to  set  loo.se  the 
whole  of  the  black  population  in  Virginia  and  the 
oihcr  southern  States,  where  Ihey,  in  many  parts, 
outnumbered  tlie  v.'hites.  This  was  their  piiilan- 
thropy,  and  their  love  for  the  negro  ! 

iVJr.  GIDDINGS  wished  to  say  one  word  on 
that  point;  and  (Mr.  B.  yielding  the  floor)  observ- 
ed that  the  act  of  a  mob  tn  the  district  represented 
by  Ills  colleague  [Mr.  Sauvku]  should  not  be  ap- 
plied to  Ohio  in  its  capacity  as  a  State  or  to  its  cit- 
izens generally.  The  act  of  that  mob— his  colleague 
said  betook  the  responsibility  of  it;  he  (Mr.  G.) 
was  fiwaro  of  that;  and  he  had  only  risen  for  the 
mirpose  of  throwing  it  entirely  from  the  State  as  a 
Stale,  and  from  the  people  as  a  people.  It  was  n 
mob;  and  when  thegentlemau  from  Virginia  called  it 
a  mob,  hia  own  heart  responded  to  the- truth  which 
he  asserted.  It  was  a  mol);  one  with  which  the 
people  of  that  State  had  no  sympathy  whatever; 
one  on  which  the  people  of  that  State  looked  with 
deep,unutterublcabhorrencc;oneon  which  they  had 
placed  their  seal  of  condemnation,  as  he  believed- 
and  whose  procedure  they  held  in  detestation  and' 
in  violation  of  all  the  principles  of  huinaiiiiy  and  of 
the  laws  of  the  land.  He  knew  his  colleague  [Mr. 
Sawyer]  ihoughldifrerenlly.  IIe(Mr.G.)had  only 
expressed  what  the  people  generally  felt  in  his  part 
of  the  State,  and  what  lie  thought  the  people  of  the 
whole  Stale  genrrally  felt  and  had  expressed.  lie 
responded  to  ihe  sentiment  of  the  gentleman  from 


Virginia,  that  it  was  the  act  of  a  mob — inlmman 

and  detestable. 

Mr.  BAYLY  (resuming)  said  he  was  verysorry 
that  tlii.s  debate  liad  been  prolonged  to  such  an  ex- 
tent. He  had  said  when  he  rose  that  he  should 
not  occupy  more  than  five  minutes,  and  he  should 
not  have  done  so  but  for  these  repeated  interrup- 
tions. 

Mr.  FICKLINhere  rose  and  requested  the  gen- 
tleman to  give  way  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  after  some  hesitation,  assented; 
remarking,  however,  that  he  could  not  give  way 
I  any  more  to  anybody.      [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  FICKLIN  proceeded  to  say  that  he  had  not 
understood  the  early  part  of  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  in  regard  to  those  free 
States  which  had  excluded,  or  legislated  with  ref- 
erence to  excluding,  the  free  negro  population  from 
their  borders.  He  found  that  his  friend  from  Ohio 
seemed  to  repel  the  idea  that  his  State,  as  a  State, 
had  taken  steps  to  exclude  the  free  negro  popula- 
tion; and  his  friend  from  Virginia,  in  the  course  of 
his  remarks,  had  said  something:  about  Illinois  as 
being  oneofthoseStates  which  hacfhad  legislation 
of  that  sort  on  the  subject.  He  wished  to  inquire 
of  the  gentleman  whether  he  had  intended  to  say  it 
was  improper  or  proper  on  the  part  of  those  States, 
as  he  had  not  understood  him  on  this  point? 

Mr.  BAYLY  replied,  that  he  had  not  the  slight- 
est doubt  of  the  constitutional  power  of  those  States 
to  pass  those  laws;  and,  if  they  esteemed  them 
v.'i.se,  he  was  the  last  man  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
to  express  any  difference  of  opinion  with  them.  It 
was  a  subject  for  them  to  determine  for  themselves. 
His  own  impression  was,  if  he  resided  in  one  of 
the  free  States,  he  should  he  opposed  to  the  intro- 
duction of  fvee  negroes  there;  certainly,  he  was 
very  much  opjiosed  to  the  introduction  of  them  in 
Virginia.  He  had  expressed  no  disapprobation 
of  those  laws. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  (again  interposing,  and  Mr.  B. 
yielding)  would  say  to  his  friend  from  Virginia, 
that  for  a  number  of  years  past  the  legislation  of 
Illinois  had  looked  to  the  exclusion  of  the  free- 
negro  population  by  imposing  restrictions  upon 
their  ingress  into  that  State.  Very  recently,  how- 
ever, there  had  been  a  convention  of  the  State;  the 
constitution  had  been  amended,  and  a  provi.'^ion 
had  been  included  in  it  which  gave  the  Legislature 
express  authority  to  exclude,  absolutely,  all  the 
free-negro  population.  That  amendment  had  been 
submitted  to  the  people,  and  adopted  by  an  over- 
whelming majority;  and  a  separate  vote  being 
taken  upon  the  exclusion  of  all  the  free-negro  pop- 
ulation, it  had  been  adopted  by  several  thousand 
[a  voice:  "  ten  thousand"]  majority. 

r»lr.  BAYLY  (resuming)  remarked,  itwas  prop- 
er tiiat  he  should  say  that  most,  he  believed  all, 
of  the  delegation  from  Illinois — perhaps  he  did 
wrong  in  saying  all,  but  he  knew  it  was  true  in 
reference  to  most  of  them — v/ere  acting  towards 
the  South  on  this  subject  in  a  spirit  very  diflerent 
from  the  spirit  in  which  Ohio  and  other  States  were 
acting.  At  the  same  lime  that  they  would  not  per- 
mit free  negroes  to  be  carried  into  their  Stales,  they 
were  trying  to  force  their  own  upon  others.  Ohio, 
through  some  of  her  members  here,  did  that.  If 
the  laws  of  Ohio  did  not  absolutely  forbid  free 
negroes  going  there  to  settle,  they  did  require  secu- 
rity from  them;  they  did  throw  embarrassments 
upon  them,  which  were  sometimes  impossible  to 
be  overcome,  which  they  did  not  in  reference  to 
white  people.  They  made  laws  in  reference  to 
them  which,  if  they  were  citizens,  as  they  were 
not — for  they  were  not  a  party  to  the  constitutional 
compact,  and  therefore  they  were  not  citizens — 
they  passed  laws  which,  if  they  were  citizens,  as 
their  members  here  maintained,  were  unconstitu- 
tional. 

But  he  had  been  a  great  deal  in  Ohio,  and,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  he  would 
tell  him  some  facts  which  he  knew  existed  ihcie 
in  reference  to  the  free-negro  jiopulaiion.  When 
he  was  out  iheie  in  1845,  he  had  found  a  large 
colony  of  emancipated  slaves  from  North  Caro- 
lina colonized  on  one  of  his  surveys.  They  had 
gone  there,  as  they  had  told  him  themselves  when 
he  visited  their  cabin,  because  he  v/as  a  slaveholder 
and  a  Virginian,  and  they  knew  therefore  with 
such  a  man  they  would  escape  opjircssion;  and 
they  preferred  to  do  that  to  going  on  the  lands  of 
any  man  of  Ohio  or  fiom  any  of  the  non-slave- 
holding  Stales  to  settle.  He  conversed  with  these 
men;  one  of  them,  who  was  an  exceedingly  intel- 


ligent iman,  told  him  his  condition  in  Ohio  was  in- 
finitely worse  as  a  free  man  than  it  had  been  in 
North  Carolina  as  a  slave.  "  Sir,"  said  he,  "  there 
1  had  a  master  to  firotect  me;  nobody  undertook 
to  encroach  on  my  rights;  nobody  undertook 
to  wrong  me  in  any  respect;  if  they  did,  I  had  a 
man  of  character  to  vindicate  me.  But  here,  any 
petty  fellow  in  the  neighborhood  would  undertake 
to  oppress  us  in  every  form  and  style,  and  we 
cannot  have  justice  done  us."  And  when  he  sold 
the  land,  as  he  did  sell  it,  he  sold  it  with  the  encum- 
brance; and,  when  this  man  found  it  out,  he  told 
him  (Mr.  B.)  to  put  in  some  stipulation  to  protect 
his  crops.  He  (Mr.  B.)  told  him  he  did  not  wish 
to  become  involved  in  the  matter.  The  negro  re- 
plied, that  if  he  did  not  put  in  such  an  express 
stipulation  they  would  seize  his  crops.  From  this 
fellow  he  had  been  confirmed  in  the  idea  which  he 
had  before  entertained,  that  in  manumitting  a  slave 
he  ceased  to  be  the  slave  of  an  individual  master 
who  would  protect  him,  and  became  the  .^lave  of 
the  community  at  large. 

One  other  fact  he  would  relate.  He  had  been 
told  that  the  free  negroes  in  Ohio  would  not  go  up 
to  the  gentleman's  district;  that  they  were  all 
hanging  down  about  Chilicolhe  and  that  part  of 
the  county  peopled  by  citizens  froip  the  slavehold- 
ing  States.  Tliey  said:  "These  Kentucktans  and 
Virginians  understand  us;  they  treat  us  well;  they 
resjject  our  rights;"  but  the  very  moment  one  of 
them  v/as  found  in  the  abolition  districts,  he  was 
oppressed  in  every  form  and  style. 

Mr.  GENTRY,  (in  his  seat.)    And  cheated. 
Mr.  BAYLY,  (continuing.)     And  cheated,  as 
his  friend  from  Tennessee  said;  he  had  not  seen 
fit  to  use  that  word. 

Look  into  the  statistics  of  the  gentleman's  State, 
(Mr.  B.  continued.)  How  many  negroes  were 
there  in  Ross  county,  which  was  peopled  by  Ken- 
tuckians  and  Virginians?  Hisown  impression  was, 
that  there  were  one  thousand,  perhaps  seventeen 
or  eighteen  hundred.  But  go  to  the  northwestern 
reserve,  and  how  many  were  there?  They  had  an 
instinct  which  pointed  out  to  them  from  whom  they 
might  expect  respect  for  their  rights  and  kindness. 
It  was  those  men  who  had  been  raised  among  slaves, 
who  treated  them  with  kindness  and  justice. 

One  other  point.  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts had  undertaken  to  come  before  this  House 
and  say  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  did  not  represent  the  en- 
lightened opinions  of  his  district  or  Slate  on  this 
subject.  Fie  would  like  to  know  how  the  gentle- 
man found  it  out,  and  how  he  assumed  to  know 
their  opinions  better  than  he,  (Mr.  B.)  It  was 
the  same  arrogant  assumption  of  superiority  which 
had  led  the  gentleman  to  undertake  to  decide  that 
he  was  wiser  in  reference  to  the  subject  of  slavery 
than  he  (Mr.  B.)  was.  But  he  would  decide  this 
question  by  the  Representatives  of  Virginia.  If 
there  was  any  gentleman.  Whig  or  Democrat,  from 
Virginia  who  said  that,  in  the  remarks  he  had  made 
relating  to  the  t[uestion  of  slavery,  he  had  not  rep- 
resented the  feelings  of  his  State,  he  demanded  that 
he  should  rise  in  his  place  and  say  so. 

Mr.  B.  here  paused,  and,  no  gentleman  rising, 
he  asked  if  there  was  not  one  Representative  from 
Virginia,  whether  he  be  Whig  or  Democrat,  who 
would  back  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  in 
his  assertion  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  misrepresented 
the  feelings  of  his  Slate?  He  called  again,  if  there 
was  any  such  gentleman,  to  rise  and  avow  it.  Mr. 
B.  again  paused  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  rose  and  (Mr.  B.  yielding) 
said  he  had  heard  with  great  pleasure  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  his  worthy  col- 
league. As  the  Representative  of  the  first  Con- 
gressional district  ofVirginia  in  this  House,  he 
(Mr.  A.)  unhesitatingly  declared  that  the  senti- 
ments expressed  by  his  colleague  were  according 
to  the  views  of  the  people  whom  he  had  the  honor 
to  represent;  he  believed,  moreover,  that  his  col- 
league had  spoken  the  views  of  the  people  ofVir- 
ginia, both  Whigs  and  Democrats. 

He -would  say  one  word  more  while  he  was  on 
this  subiect:  that,  so  well  were  they  satisfied  with 
the  condition  of  slavery  in  that  portion  ofVirginia 
in  which  he  lived,  even  the  negroes  themselves 
would  rise  up  against  the  abolitionists  if  they  were 
to  go  among  them  and  promulgalc  the  doctrines  he 
had  heard  advanced  by  them  upon  this  floor. 

Mr.  BAYLY  (resuming)  said  the  Rc[)resenta- 
tives  from  Virginia  all  cither  openly  or  tacitly  re- 
pudiated the  charge  of  the  gentleman  from  .Massa- 
chusetts that  he  had  misrepresented  his  State 
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There  was  one  other  remark  that  he  had  intend- 
ed to  make  yesterday,  but  it  had  escaped  liim.  It 
v/as  due  from  him  to  an  old  and  esteemed  friend. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  under- 
taken to  assail  Mr.  Ritchie,  the  editorof  the  Union, 
for  commentin2;on  his  cour.se  in  this  House.  Now, 
he  (Mr.  B.)  thought  the  House  would  bear  him 
witness  that  what  he  had  said  was  quite  as  offen- 
sive as  what  Mr.  Ritchie  had  said;  it  therefore 
would  have  been  as  proper  if  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  had  vented  his  wrath  on  him  (Mr. 
B.)  who  was  privileged  to  reply,  and  not  on  a  gen- 
tleman who  had  no  seat  on  this  floor  and  enjoyed 
BO  such  privilcg-e. 

Mr.  KAUFiVIAN  again  rao\"ed  to  lay  the  motion 
to  reconsider  on  the  tabis. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  desired  the  gentleman  from 
Texas  to  withdraw  that  motion,  to  give  him  an 
opportunity  to  reply,  to  which  Mr.  Kaufman, 
after  some  conversation,  assented. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  was  proceeding  to  address  the 
House,  when — 

Mr.  McLANE  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 

After  an  explanation  from  the  Speaker,  who 
decided  that  Mr.  Ashmun  had  the  floor,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Texas  having  withdrawn  his  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table,  Mr.  McLane  waived  his  point 
of  order. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  again  essayed  to  address  the 
House,  but  was  interrupted  by 

Mr.  SAWYER,  who  said  the  House  was  not 
now  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  but  was  considering  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  of  yesterday  giving  a  vote  of  thanks 
to  France.  [Laughter.]  The  gentlemen,  how- 
ever, who  took  part  in  this  debate  were  discussing 
the  question  of  abolition,  which  appeared  to  him 
to  be  irrelevant  to  the  subject  under  consideration. 
He  asked  the  Chair  to  decide  if  the  debate  which 
had  been  going  on  this  morning  was  or  was  not  in 
order? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  was  too  late  in  his  objection  in  regard  to  those 
gentlemen  who  had  already  spoken,  to  whose  re- 
marks the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
AsHMUN,]  as  the  Chair  understood,  was  about  to 
reply.  He  would  remark,  that  the  general  ques- 
tion involved  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  French 
West  India  Islands,  and  thus  the  question  to  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  alluded  came  up. 
The  Chair,  however,  was  ready  to  admit  that  the 
debate  had  assumed  a  wide  range,  which  he  did 
not  now  feel  at  liberty  to  interrupt,  inasmuch  as  it 
had  been  continued  so  long  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  MEADE  inquired  if  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  was  debatable? 

The  SPEAKERreplied,  that  a  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  was  not  debatable;  but  there  was  no  such 
motion  pending. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said,  after  gentlemen  had  ex- 
hausted their  ingenuity  in  attempts  to  silence  him, 
he  would  proceed.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Bayly]  had  now  occupied  the  attention 
of  the  House  with  three  separate  prolonged  ha- 
rangues. Yes;  for  three  several  hours  he  had  | 
fretted  himself  on  this  floor,  and  he  had  fretted  no- 
body else.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all  the  roughness 
of  manner,  and  the  overbearing,  supercilious  de- 
portment which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had 
manifested  towards  him  (Mr.  A.)  and  other  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  he  would  say  that  he  had  no 
unpleasant  personal  feeling  towards  that  gentle- 
man, for  he  knew  not  but  it  might  have  been  oc- 
casioned by  the  manner  of  his  education,  and  that 
it  was  a  habit  which  he  had  acquired  towards  those 
whom  he  was  born  to  command. 

Mr.  McLANE  said  it  was  with  extreme  rejgret 
he  rose  to  call  the  gentleman  from  Massachu.setts 
to  order.  He  was  thoroughly  convinced  that  a 
greater  breach  of  order  had  never  been  committed 
in  this  House  than  had  been  here  witnessed  under 
this  privilege  of  courtesy.  He  was  satisfied  that 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  entitled  to 
reply,  but  he  was  just  as  well  satisfied  that  he  was 
wrong,  in  making  that  reply,  to  introduce  this  gen- 
eral subject. 

The  SPEAKER  called  the  attention  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  to  the  fact  that  he  had  not 
stated  any  point  of  order. 

Mr.  McLANE  said  he  supposed  that,  instating 
liis  point  of  order,  he  could  make  a  brief  explana- 
tion. His  point  was,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  was  going  into  a  general  debate, 
when,  in  good  faith,  he  should  discuss  the  subject 


before  the  House,  which  was  a  perSTihal  explana- 
tion, to  make  which  his  understanding  was  that  tiie 
gentleman  from  Texas  had  yielded  him  the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER  corrected  the  mistake  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland.  The  gentleman  fiom 
Texas  had  yielded  the  floor  altogether,  and  not  for 
any  particular  purpose. 

Mr.  McLANE  said  he  had  entertained  a  differ- 
ent impression. 

■  Mr.  ASHMUN  again  proceeded.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  had  indulged  in  a  tone  and  appa- 
rent temper — Tie  said  apparent  temper,  for  he  might 
have  mistaken  the  gentleman  after  all — atone  and 
apparent  temper  which  was  unfitted  for  this  House.  | 
What  brought  this  feeling  into  this  House?  Who 
commenced  it?  Whence  came  personality  into 
this  debate?  Did  not  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
rise  here  in  his  place,  and  on  a  mere  proposition 
of  his  (Mr.  A.'s)  pour  on  him  a  series  of  abusive 
epithets  and  denunciations  which  yesterday  he 
(Mr.  A.)  characterized  as  more  fitting  a  plantation 
than  this  Hall?  And  now  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia rises,  and  with  that  audacity  of  manner 
which  he  could  sometimes  assume,  stated  that  lie 
(Mr.  A.)  ha-d  passed  over  him  [Mr.  B.]  to  attack 
his  friend,  Mr.  Ritchie.  Now,  there  was  nothing 
in  either  the  position  or  character  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  that  placed  that  gentleman  above 
him  (Mr.  A.)  in  this  House.  He  was  that  gen- 
tleman'ts  equal  and  no  more;  and  on  no  occasion 
would  he  submit  to  such  remarks  as  had  fallen 
from  that  gentleman,  which,  to  say  the  least,  were 
very  ingippropriate.  He  (Mr.  A.)  had  commented 
on  both  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia and  the  comments  of  the  venerable  editor  of 
the  Union,  because  both  of  them  had  indulged  in 
remarks  on  him  personally.  He  had  done  it  be- 
cause both  happened  to  represent  the  same  State, 
and  both  seemed  to  be  animated  by  the  same 
spirit.  He  had  done  so  because  both  seemed  to 
be  animated  by  the  same  spirit  that  actuated  an 
accidental  majority  in  the  Senate  of  Virginia,  who 
had  refused  to  join  their  fellow-citizens  in  the  adop- 
tion of  resolutions  expressive  of  their  feelings  on 
the  death  of  Mr.  Adams.  He  had  spoken  of  this 
the  other  day,  and  yet  the  gentleman,  as  if  he  I  e- 
lieved  it,  and  as  if  he  wished  the  House  and  the 
country  to  believe  it,  now  charged  that  he  (Mr. 
A.)  had  avoided  him  and  attacked  Mr.  Ritchie  be- 
cause he  knew  that  Mr.  Ritchie  had  not  the  right 
to  reply. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  if  he  had  the  opportunity, 
after  the  gentleman  had  done,  he  would  make  some 
remarks  on  this  subject;  but  he  wished  to  say  now 
that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was  stating 
his  remarks  incorrectly.  He  had  not  said  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  avoided  him 
to  attack  Mr.  Ritchie;  but  he  said  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  might  have  confined  his 
remarks  to  hirn,  and  not  extended  them  to  a  gen- 
tleman who  had  not  the  privilege  of  a  reply. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia might  now  put  his  language  in  that  form  and 
he  would  accept  it  in  that  shape;  but  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  would  not  be  safe  in  taking  the  tes- 
timony of  those  who  surrounded  him  as  to  what 
he  had  said.  He  repeated,  however,  that  he  ac- 
cepted the  gentleman's  explanation.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  said  he  had  attacked  Mr.  Ritchie, 
who  had  not  the  privilege  to  reply.  Why,  Mr. 
Ritchie  was  here,  he  believed,  at  this  moment, 
occupying  a  member's  seat,  in  violation  of  the  rules 
of  the  House,  writing  abusive  articles  of  members 
of  Congress,  and  he  had  a  press  at  his  command, 
which  was  more  potent  than  any  voice  in  this  Hali, 
and  he  exercised  it  whenever  he  saw  fit,  and  he 
(Mr.  A.)  did  not  choose  to  attempt  to  restrict  him 
in  the  exercise  of  it,  but  he  claimed  for  himself  the 
same  right  to  speak  for  himself.  The  editor  of  the 
Union  had  denounced  him  in  his  paper,  and  through 
the  same  medium  he  could  reply;  he  had  not,  there- 
fore, attacked  the  editor  of  the  Union  because  he 
had  no  right  or  opportunity  to  reply. 

Mr.  BAYLY  denied  that  he  had  said  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  had  attacked  the  editor 
of  the  Union  because  he  had  not  an  opportunity  to 
reply.  He  had  remarked  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  had  attacked  the  editorof  the  Union, 
who  had  not  the  privilege  to  reply  on  this  floor, 
while  he  (Mr.  B.)  had,  and  that  it  would  have  been 
quite  as  proper  if  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts had  confined  his  remarks  to  himself,  who  had 
spoken  quite  as  pointedly  of  him  as  Mr.  Ritchie 
had. 


Mr.  ASH.MUN  said  it  was  not  for  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  to  dictate  to  him  how  he  .'should  con- 
fine his  remarks.  When  he  saw  characteristic  re- 
marks in  the  public  press — remarks  similar  to  those 
delivered  by  the  gentleman  on  this  floor— he  should 
exercise  his  own  judgment  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  he  should  treat  them.  He  had  had  no  dif- 
ficulty in  discoveringa  similarity  of  feeling  between 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  and  the  editor  of  the 
Union,  and  he  found  no  fault  with  the  commenda- 
tion which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  be- 
stowed on  his  venerable  frifftid,  the  editor  of  the 
Union,  who  throws  it  back,  through  the  columns 
of  his  newspaper,  on  the  distinguished  oi-ator  of 
Virginia.  If  the  gentleman  and  the  editor  of  the 
Union  found  any  comfort  and  consolation  in  this 
mutual  admiration  and  commendation,  he  ceriaiiily 
should  not  attempt  to  disturb  in"the  slightest  degree 
the  harmony  which  .seemed  just  now  to  exist  be- 
tween them.  How  long  it  had  existed,  or  what 
had  been  their  former  relations,  others  could  tell. 

Yesterday  the  gentleman  fi-om  Virginia  had  in- 
formed the  House,  that  unpremeditatedly  he  had 
rejjlied  to  remarks  which  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  made 
after  a  week's  preparation.  Now,  the  circum- 
stances were  known  to  the  House,  and  therefore 
he  need  not  say  that  he  (Mr.  A.)  had  been  desi- 
rous to  proceed  when  he  had  obtained  the  floor, 
after  a  lengthened  debate  just  at  evening,  but  there 
was  a  manifest  reluctance  on  the  part  of  the  House 
to  continue  the  debate  at  that  lime,  and  an  adjourn- 
ment took  place.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
knew  full  well,  that  up  to  yesterday,  there  had 
been  no  opportunity  to  set  the  floor,  though ,  as  the 
newspapers  had  recorded,  he  had  several  days  in 
succet-sion  attempted  to  get  the  House  to  take  the 
sul  ject  up.  He  knew  full  well,  too,  that  on  the 
morning  after  the  attack  had  been  made  on  him  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  he  had  given  him  an 
intimation  that  he  should  move  to  take  the  subject 
up  at  the  earliest  moment;  and  yet  the  gentleman, 
with  the  same  time  for  preparation,  came  here  and 
told  the  House,  with  an  evident  feeling  of  superi- 
ority, in  which  he  was  so  mucii  accustomed  to 
enwrap  himself,  that  he  was  then,  and  on  all  occa- 
sions, ready  to  reply  impromptu  to  that  which  he 
(Mr.  A.)  had  had  a  week  to  prepare.  And  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  to-day  liad  taken  advantage 
of  a  renewal  of  this  debate,  to  renew  his  attack  on 
him,  (Mr.  A.,)  which  he  some  time  since  began. 
Not  content  with  his  exliibition  of  yesterday,  after, 
he  (Mr.  A.)  hoped,  sleeping  soundly  upon  it,  en- 
couraged, perhaps,  by  the  eulogy  on  his  proceed- 
ings which  appeared  in  the  government  paper  this 
morning,  in  which  the  government  editor  announ- 
ced to  the  whole  Democracy  that  the  gentleman 
froin  Virginia  had  "  used  him  up,"  became  here 
again,  and  exhibited  so  little  magnanimity  over  a 
fallen  foe.  Again  and  again,  like  Falslaft",  he  gave 
the  deadly  thrusts  at  a  prostrate  foe,  and  "  thrice 
he  slew  the  slain."  [Laughter.]  Was  that  Vir- 
ginia chivalry?  Was  the  spirit  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  had  exhibited  throughout,  the 
Virginia  spirit  of  which  he  proclaimed  himself  to 
be  the  exponent  ?  He  hoped  not;  he  believed  not. 
He  believed  there  was  no  other  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  of  either  party,  that  would  take  the  course 
which  that  gentleman  had  done.  He  trusted  there 
was  not  another  in  the  State.  But  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  made  another  point  in  his  speech, 
which  he  was  preparing  to  write  out  and  extend 
to  such  a  reasonable  length,  that  his  constituents 
would  throw  aside  their  numerous  newspapers 
when  it  came,  that  they  might  be  able  to  read  it — 
he  had  charged  him  (Mr.  A.)  this  morning  with 
asserting  that  which  he  knew  was  not  true — with 
saying  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  not 
the  proper  exponent  of  Virginia  feeling.  Now, 
he  (Mr.  A.)  believed  that  many  of  the  extreme 
notions  of  the  gentleman  were  iield  by  Virginia, 
and  he  had  never  atteinpted  to  say  otherwise;  but 
what  he  had  intended  to  say  was,  that  the  gentle- 
man was  not  the  proper  exponent  of  the  spirit  of 
Virginia,  and  of  the  feelings  of  the  men  of  that 
Stat'e,  in  his  manner  and  tone  on  this  floor.  ^He 
had  referred  especially  to  the  conduct  of  the  Sen- 
ate of  Virginia,  in  relation  to  the  death  of  Mr. 
Adams,  and  he  (Mr.  A.)  knew  the  gentleman  was 
not  the  exponent  of  the  feelings  and  spn-it  ot  the 
men  of  Virginia  on  that  subject,  for  he  understood 
the  popular  Assembly  passed  the  resolutions  unani- 
mously. He  appealed  then  to  the  record  of  that 
fact,  to  sustain  the  position  which  he  had  assumed, 
by  which  it  would  appear  that  tiie  popular  rcprc- 
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scntative  hoiiy  of  thnt  State,  foigeiting  all  past 
UifTerences,  hai]  passed  iinat)imously  the  resolulioDS 
which  :>r)  accidental  party  niajoriiy  of  the  aristo- 
cratic body  had  refused  to  pasa.  He  thoiig^ht  he 
had  here  justification  for  saying  that  the  g:entleman 
was  Dot  the  exponent  of  the  feelings  of  the  people 
of  Viri^inia. 

He  C!»me  now  to  mnlje  a  few  remarks  in  relation 
to  another  point  which  the  i;entleinan  from  Vir- 
ginia had  slated  and  urged  with  the  confidence 
whicli  usually  characterize!  tiie  exposition  of  hia 
oracular  knowledge,  and  lie  (Mr.  A.)  should  not 
devote  much  time  to  it.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia had  promised  to  write  out  his  speech  on  this 
subject,  but  when  he  read  the  decision  in  the  cusse 
of  rrigg,  to  which  he  (Mr.  A.)  now  called  his 
attention,  he  thought  he  would  not  write  out  the 
speech  as  he  had  [)i«mised. 

What  was  the  position  of  the  free  States  of  the 
North?  Mcis.sachu setts  and  the  other  free  States 
>vere  content  to  stand  on  the  Constitution  as  it  is. 
He  stated  what  the  history  of  the  freeStates  proved. 
But  the  gentlenian  from  Virginia  bad  cited  the 
case  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  to  sliow 
an  instance  in  which  she  had  violated  the  principles 
of  the  Constitution  and  the  rights  of  the  slavehold- 
ing  States.  The  gentleman  had  told  them,  that 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  slaves 
escapins:  from  labor  should  be  given  up  on  the 
claim  of  the  person  to  whom  such  service  was 
due.  He  had  also  set  forth  the  law  of  Congress  of 
1793,  which  provided  that  when  a  person's  claim 
was  brouu'ht  before  a  magistrate,  and  the  magis- 
trate was  satisfied,  he  must  give  a  certificate.  That 
was  true.  And  what  had  iMassachusetts  done.' 
Had  she  interfered  more  than  to  say  that  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States — the  national  Govern- 
ment— had  ho  power  over  Slate  officers  ?  Why, 
the  gentleman  came  from  a  Stale  that  was  an  ex- 
treme stickler  for  State  rights — a  State  that  passed 
the  resolutions  of  1798 — and  yet  he  came  here  and 
argued  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  had 
power  to  rcijuire  official  acta  from  State  officers; 
and  that  a  law  of  a  Slate  forbidding  these  officers 
to  do  these  acts,  was  a  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. The  gentleman  contended  thai  this  Con- 
gress had  power  to  require  the  discharge  of  duties 
by  State  officers,  and  to  compel  the  performance  of 
them;  for  there  must  be  a  correlative  power  to 
compel  if  there  was  a  right  to  require.  Now,  the 
Constitution  merely  required  that  they  should  be 
delivered  up;  and  the  Constiiution  provided  that 
taxes  may  be  collected;  but  could  Congress  re- 
quire the  State  officeis  of  iVlassachusetts  to  act  as 
the  collectors  of  the  national  taxes.'  Could  Con- 
gress impo.se  any  duties  on  Slate  officers  witliin  the 
State.'  He  would  like  in  know  on  what  decision 
or  what  provision  in  the  Constitution  such  an 
opinion  was  based. 

Mr.  iVlEADE  asked  the  gentleman  to  yield  him 
the  floor,  that  lie  miglit  answer  the  question  which 
the  i;entlenian  had  proposed. 

Mr.  ASHiVlUN  yielded  the  floor  accordingly. 
Mr.  MEADE  called  the  attention  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  to  the  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution which  requires  fugitives  from  justice  to 
be  delivered  up  on  the  demand  of  the  Executive  of 
the  Stale  from  which  they  fled.  He  contended  that 
every  State  was  bound  to  pass  the  necessary  laws 
to  cairy  out  this  clause  of  the  Constitution;  and  the 
States  were  equally  bound  to  pass  the  necessary 
laws  to  execute  the  succeedingclaiisein  reference  to 
fugitives  from  labor,  which  rc^qnired  that  the  slave 
*'  shall  be  delivered  u[)  on  the  ctdim  of  the  parly  to 
whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be  due."  On 
whom  shall  the  claim  be  made,  and  who  shall  de- 
liver up  the  fugitive?  The  claim  in  the  one  case, 
like  the  demand  in  the  other,  shall  be  made  on, 
and  the  fugitive  delivered  up  by,  the  authorities  of 
iheState  into  which  the  fugitive  in  both  instances 
goes  The  law  of  Massachusetts,  instead  of  aid- 
ing, obstructed  the  execution  of  this  clause  in  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said  the  Supreme  Court  had 
decided  in  the  negative  the  questions  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  [Mr.  Meade]  in  the  Pennsyl- 
vania ci\Ki:. 

Mr.   GIDDINGS  a.sked    the   gentlotnan    from 
Masaachus'!tts  togivejiim  the  floor,  that  he  might 
say  a  word  f)f  explanation  on  this  point. 
Mr.  ASHMUN  assented. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  .said,  so  far  ns  ihia  discu8.sion 
embraced  great  and  fundamental  princijilcs,  it  was 
with  the  ulniust  pleasure  that  he  mingled  in  the 


debate;  but  wl»ei>  itdegeneraled  to  personal  attack."?, 
he  hud  no  desire  to  take  part  in  it.  But  here  was  a 
i  high  and  an  im|X)rtant  question,  to  which  neither 
I  the  gentlemen  of  the  North  nor  of  the  South  had 
1  paid  the  attention  which  its  importance  demanded; 
I  and,  therefore,  he  had  requested  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  to  give  him  an  opporEunity  to 
correct  a  misstatement  which  had  been  made. 
When  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  on  this  floor, 
had  stated  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  free  Slates  to 
arrest  fugitives  from  labor,  basing  his  statement  on 
the  law  of  '93,  he,  (Mr.  G.,)  in  the  sincerity  of  his 
heart,  had  asked  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to 
read  the  law  tor  hin'iself.  He  (Mr.  G.)  had 
thrown  out  the  defiance  to  the  gentleman  that  be 
could  find  no  such  law,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  replied  that,  if  he  could  find  the  law, 
he  would  read  k.  He  had  here  the  law,  and  he 
believed  it  contained  no  such  provision  as  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  seemed  to  suppose,  re- 
quiring the  arrest  of  fugitive  slaves,  or  any  inter- 
ference whatever  by  the  authorities  or  people  of 
the  free  States.  He  would  now  read  the  law,  be- 
cause the  gentleman  fiom  Virginia,  after  he  had 
furnished  him  wiih  it,  liad  passed  over  a  very  im- 
portant consideration,  to  which  he  had  called  the 
genUeman's  attention. 

[Mr.  G.  here  read  the  third  section  of  the  law 
of  1793.] 

Now,  that  to  which  he  vvished  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  and  of  the  counti-y  was  this, 
that  there  v.as  no  provision  there  whatever  autho- 
rizing the  (icople  of  the  free  States  to  arrest  such 
fugitives.  There  was  nothing  in  this  law,  nor  in 
the  Constitution,  to  authorize  a  State  ma^isirate  or 
judge  to  issue  process  to  arrest  them.  I'liere  was 
nothing  in  this  law  to  authorize  the  executive  offi- 
cer of  any  free  State  to  serve  such  process.  It  w£ts 
provided  that  the  owners  or  persons  to  whom  such 
service  was  due,  or  their  agent,  might  arrest;  but 
tiiere  was  no  obligation  on  the  people  of  the  free 
Slates  to  make  the  arrest.  He  was  aware  that  in 
some  States  the  practice  was  for  the  State  magis- 
trates to  arrest,  but  they  had  no  authority  in  this 
law  for  doing  it;  and,  in  sliort,  the  practice  was 
without  law  to  justify  it — without  Congressional 
law, — and  ihertfbre  he  bad  desired  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  this  law, 
that  he  might  correct  the  error  into  which  he  had 
fallen;  and  he  did  this  ihe  more  anxiously,  because 
lie  knew  the  force  of  that  gentleman's  opinion  on 
the  community  when  it  should  go  out  to  the  coun- 
try. How,  then,  stood  the  fact?  The  arrest  was 
a  matter  between  the  owner  and  the  slave. 
Mr.  BAYLY  assented. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  The  gentleman  fom  Vir- 
ginia admitted  that  he  was  right.  Well,  then,  he 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  opposite 
[Mr.  Meade]  to  the  fact  that  the  agent  of  the 
master  might  arrest  the  fugitive  slave,  but  there 
was  no  obligation  on  the  free  States  to  assist  him. 
Whenever  a  slave  was  on  their  free  soil,  he  was  a 
man  regenerated  and  redeemed  from  his  fetters, 
and  the  laws  of  Virginia,  or  of  any  other  slave 
Slate,  ceased  to  control  him.  He  was  then  only 
liable  to  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  authorized  the  master  to 
arre.st  him  in  a  peaceable  manner,  the  ssime  as  an 
officer  would  arrest  a  criminal  or  a  debtor.  He 
(Mr.  G.)  would  go  a  little  further,  for  he  wished 
the  gentleman  to  know  the  whole  state  of  the  case. 
When  a  fugitive  slave  was  on  the  free  soil  of  Ohio, 
he  was  clothed  with  power  to  defend  himself. 
They  lent  the  master  no  aid  to  arrest  him,  and 
they  could  not  defend  the  slave  against  the  master. 
They  left  the  slave  to  his  natural  right  to  defend 
himself;  and  if  the  slave  slew  the  master  in  self- 
defence,  he  (Mr.  G.)  uould  |n'onounce  himagood 
fellow.  By  the  laws  he  was  treated  as  a  gallant 
man,  and  there  was  no  law  in  Ohio  to  punish  him. 
Gentlemen  had  proclaimed  in  this  House  that  they 
had  no  right  to  interfere.  Why,  they  did  not  in- 
terfere. They  would  not  inlcrlere.  "Hands  ofl','' 
was  their  motto.  "Take  your  slave  and  catch 
him  if  you  can,"  was  another  motto.  And  would  j 
the  gentleman  opposite  [Mr.  Meade] — he  knew 
the  gentleman  near  him  [Mr.  Bayly]  would  not 
urge  thiU  point — stand  there  and  contend  llmt  it  ' 
was  the  duty  ot'  the  free  States  to  catch  southern 
slaves?  Certainly  not.  The  gentleman  shook  his 
head.  Now,  the  gentleman  knew  better.  He  knew 
the  free  States  had  no  right  to  interfere.  Why,  if 
a«outhcrn  slave  should  slay  his  master  in  Ohio  in 
self-defence,  they  could  not  be  required  in  Ohio  to 


hang  him.      There  was  no  law  by  which  they 
could  do  it. 

Mr.  CABELL  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  THO.MPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  rose  at  the 
.same  time,  and  said  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  now — 
more  especially  because  he  knew  it  would  be  no 
grievance  to  his  friend  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddings] 
— to  make  a  point  of  order.  The  gentleman  was  not 
addressinghimselfto  thequeslion  before  the  House; 
the  gentleman  well  knew  that;  and  he  was  of  opin- 
ion that  this  scene  had  continued  long  enough. 

The  SPEAKER  desired  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  stale  his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  hia  point  of  order  was 
this,  that  all  discussions  of  questions  regarding 
acts  of  Congress  and  slavery,  and  the  Constitution, 
were  totally  inapplicable  to  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider tlie  vote  by  which  they  had  congratulated  the 
French  in  achieving  their  revolution. 

'Mr.  SAWYER.  I  made  that  jioint  some  time 
ago. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  renewed  it,  then,  now.  He 
made  it  with  no  disrespect  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  but  to  put  an  end  to  this  discussion,  v/hich 
was  not  creditable  either  to  this  House  or  to  the 
country,  it  was  not  relevant  to  the  resolutions  of 
congratulation  with  the  French  Republic.  This 
House  had  become  the  arena  for  domestic  con- 
flict.s. 

The  SPEAKER  reiterated  his  former  decision, 
that  the  slavery  of  the  French  West  India  Islands, 
which  was  affected  by  the  French  revolution, 
brought  up  the  subject  of  slavery,  into  which  those 
who  had  parlicipated  in  the  debate  had  gone  by 
general  consent.  There  had  been  no  oljjections 
made  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Palfrev,]  nor  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Bayly:]  the  discussion  had 
been  continued  by  universal  consent;  and  there- 
fore the  Chair  held  this  particular  debate  to  be  in 
order,  and  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Ash.mun]  had  the  floor  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virjiinin,  [Mr.  Bayly.] 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  the  debate  was  without 
lis  consent,  and  he  desired  to  know  what  course 
the  Chair  would  lay  down  for  the  future  discus- 
sions. He  wished  to  jcnow  if  the  Chair  would 
allow  the  gentlemen  to  proceed  against  the  opinion 
that  they  were  out  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  fhe  gentleman  from 
Massfy;husetts  [Mr.  Ashmun]  was  entitled  to  the 
floor  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Bayly]  by  jreneral  consent. 

Mr.  Thompson  said  he  must  correct  the 
Chair.  The  consent  was  not  general,  for  he  ob- 
jected. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  inquired  if  he  might  proceed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  will  proceed. 

Mr.  GJlDDiNGS  said  he  regretted  that  a  gentle- 
man from  a  free  State — a  Slate  professing  freedom 
such  as  that  of  Pennsylvania — should  raise  his 
voice  to  obstruct  the  discussion  of  these  great  prin- 
ciples on  this  floor,  or  anywhere  else. 

The  SPEAKER  desired  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  confine  himself  to  the  question. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  would  merely  add  to 
what  he  had  said,  that  the  case  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  had  settled  this  question, 
that  the  people  of  the  free  States  might  retnse  to 
lend  their  aid  to  the  slave  owner  in  capturing  his 
fugitive  slave.  This  distinct  point  had  been  settled, 
and  it  was  to  bring  this  before  the  House  that  he 
had  interfered  and  trespassed  on  the  kindness  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  (resuming)  said  he  did  not  in- 
tend to  occupy  the  attention  of  an  unwilling  House 
a  moment  longer.  He  was  replying  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Meade,]  who  had  asked 
him  a  question,  under  the  second  paragraph  of  sec- 
tion two  of  article  four  of  Ihe  Constitution,  when 
the  'jrentlenian  from  Ohio  had  risen,  and  cited  a 
decision  which  answered  that  question.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  had  shown  that  the  Slates  were 
under  no  obligation  to  assist  in  the  capture  of  fu- 
gitive slavey.  Neither  were  the  free  Stales  under 
any  oblijiation  to  pass  laws  for  such  a  purpose, 
and  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales  could  not 
require  the  otlicers  of  the  fiee  Slates  to  execute  it.si 
laws.  However,  this  whole  question  might  come 
up  hereafter,  incidentally,  if  not  direclly.  It  wo6ld 
certainly  be  opened  upon  the  Oregon  bill,  and  jier- 
haps  that  would  liea  more  suitiible  lime  to  continue 
this  discussion.  It  would  then  be  divested  of  the 
feelii)"-  which  had  now  been  brought  into  it. 
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He  had  but  one  more  topic  on  which  he  should 
new  touch.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Bayly]  had  charged  that  Massachusetts  had  vio- 
lated the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and 
with  what  strength  of  argument?  Upon  what  le- 
gal authority  did  he  base  his  accusation  ?  The 
House  would  be  able  to  decide  that  question  after 
hearing;  both  sides  of  the  argument.  And  there 
was  another  side.  The  same  article  of  the  same 
section  of  the  Constitution  which  provided  for  the 
recovery  of  fugitive  slaves  had  this  provision  in  it, 
standing  first  in  the  order  of  time: 

"The  citizens  of  each  State  shall  he  entitled  to  all  privi- 
Jeges  and  immunities  ot'  citizens  in  the  several  States." 

Who  had  been  the  most  faithful  to  that  portion 
of  the  Constitution?  Virginia  might  make  any 
■question  she  chose;  Massachusetts  might  do  the 
same.  Massachusetts  had  given  to  the  negro  man 
the  right  of  citizenship.  She  had  made  him  a  cit- 
izen of  her  Commonwealth;  but,  when  he  went  to 
otiier  States  on  board  of  a  ship  from  Massachu- 
setts, was  he  treated  as  a  citizen  of  Massachusetts? 
He  could  go  from  her  ports  with  the  privileges  of 
an  American  citizen  to  France,  England,  Russia, 
or  China,  or  wherever  else  a  sail  could  carry  him, 
and  in  all  he  would  receive  protection;  everywhere 
the  i3agof  our  Union  announced  him  and  guarded 
him  as  an  American  citizen.  But,  if  he  went  to 
the  slave  States  of  the  South,  he  would  be  thrown 
into  prison,  on  no  other  charge  except  that  he  was 
guilty  of  a  skin  not  colored  like  our  own.  Let  a 
colored  citizen  of  Massachusetts  go  to  the  repub- 
lican State  of  Virginia,  and  the  moment  he  arrived 
there  in  any  one  of  her  harbors,  he  would  be  ar- 
rested and  imprisoned  by  virtue  of  her  laws,  for 
no  crime  but  that  of  complexion.  What,  then, 
became  of  the  regard  of  Virginia  for  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States?  Had  the  citizens  of 
Massachusetts  the  same  privileges  within  her 
limits  as  Vu'ginia  claimed  for  her  own  citizens 
elsewhere?  Had  they  the  protection  of  her  laws 
or  of  our  constitution?  Was  the  colored  citizen 
of  Massachusetts  recognized?  No;  on  the  con- 
trary, when  Massachusetts,  by  her  constituted 
authorities,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  legality 
and  constitutionality  of  those  provisions  of  her 
laws  before  the  highest  tribunal  known  to  this 
Union;  when  she  had  sent  respectable  citizens 
within  the  limits  of  one  of  the  slave  Stales,  for  the 
purpose  of  testing  in  a  peaceable  manner,  through 
their  own  courts,  and  by  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  the  constitutionality 
and  legality  of  such  laws,  they  had  been  mobbed, 
and  driven  from  those  cities  at  the  risk  of  their 
lives.  He  cared  not  now  to  go  into  a  comparison 
of  this  kind,  unless  he  were  challenged  to  it;  but 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  find  that  com- 
parisons might  be  drav/n  on  one  side  as  well  as  on 
the  other.  There  were  dark  shades  upon  the  pic- 
ture from  which  it  might  not  be  so  pleasant  that 
the  veil  should  be  lifted. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  moved  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  on  the  table, 

Mr.  BAYLY  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  to  give  him  an  opportunity  to  say  a  few 
words.  He  had  been  placed  in  a  false  attitude  be- 
fore the  House,  which  he  did  not  choose  to  occupy; 
and  it  would  be  exceedingly  discourteous  to  deprive 
him  of  the  privilege  to  set  himself  right. 

Mr.  HALL  said  he  would  withdraw  the  motion 
if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  pledge-him- 
self  to  renew  it. 

Mr.  BAYLY  replied  that  he  would  do  so. 

Mr.  HALL  accordingly  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  he  should  not  have  asked  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  again  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  character  of  Sonne  of  the  remarks  which 
had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  AsHMUN.]  He,  however,  thought  it  neces- 
sary for  his  own  justification  to  refer  to  some  of 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
who  had  stated  that  he  (Mr.  B.)  commenced  this 
debate.  Now,  would  not  this  House  bear  him 
witness  that  he  had  not  opened  his  lips  on  the  sub- 
ject; that  he  had  not  evinced  a  disposition  to  say  a 
word  until  the  amendment  had  been  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  after  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddings]  had  made  his 
exceedingly  indammalory  speech,  in  which  he  had 
attacked  the  South  with  great  bitterness? 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said  he  must  set  the  gentleman 
right.  He  had  not  charged  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  with  introducing  the  subject  of  slavery, 
for  that  was  introduced  by  the  resolution  itself,  or 


by  the  amendment  which  he  had  offered,  or  by  the 
President's  message,  he  cared  not  which.  But  he 
had  charged  the  gentleman  with  introducing  per- 
.sonal  denunciations,  and  to  those  personal  denun- 
ciations he  (Mr.  A.)  had  replied. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  the  gentleman  was  greatly  in 
error,  as  the  House  would  bear  him  testimony. 
Before  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  made  his  vin- 
dictive speech  against  the  South,  in  which  he  had 
denounced  them,  and  spoken  of  them  in  terms 
which  no  southern  member  could  listen  to  un- 
moved— but  for  that  course  of  debate,  which  had 
been  commenced  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  in 
the  advocacy  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  which  was  in  itself  offensive 
to  the  South,  and  not  till  after  that,  had  he  opened 
his  mouth. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  must  set  the  gentleman  right. 
He  had  not  introduced  any  personal  denunciations 
into  this  debate. 

Mr.  BAYLY  reiterated  his  denial  that  he  had 
introduced  this  personal  debate.  He  asked  the 
gentlemen  to  look  at  their  own  resolutions.  Those 
resolutions  were  personal  to  him  as  a  southern 
man,  and  to  every  slaveholder  there.  They  were 
charged  with  living  in  the  habitual  violation  of  car- 
dinal republican  principles.  Such  was  the  char- 
acter of  their  resolutions,  and  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  which  brought  hirn  to  his 
feet  were  of  the  most  offensive  character.  And 
who  had  renewed  the  debate  to-day?  V\/"as  it  he, 
(Mr.  B.  ?) 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  spo- 
ken of  his  manner  as  habitually  supercilious  and 
discourteous.  He  did  not  choose  to  vindicate  his 
manners  there.  His  manners  were  learned  in  a 
different  school  than  that  in  which  those  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  were  learned;  and, 
whenever  he  wished  to  improve  them,  he  should 
go  to  a  better  model  than  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts. Whenever  he  desired  lessons  and  lec- 
tures on  manners,  he  should  not  select  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  as  the  lecturer.  His 
manners  are  such,  he  hoped,  as  became  a  Virginia 
gentleman. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  made 
another  charge,  referring  to  him  personally,  which 
was  equally  unfounded.  He  had  charged  him  with 
discourtesy.  Now,  he  appealed  to  this  House — 
he  appealed  to  the  gentleman's  own  colleague,  who 
had  renewed  the  debate  this  morning,  [Mr.  Pal- 
frey]— whether  he  [Mr.  Ashmun]  had  received  at 
his  hands  any  thing  like  discourtesy  ?  He  appealed 
to  this  House  to  know  if  on  every  occasion,  when 
requested,  he  had  not  yielded  the  floor  to  the  gen- 
tleman froni  Massachusetts  and  every  other  gen- 
tleman who' had  desired  it?  He  appealed  even  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddings,]  whose 
course  was  so  constantly  offensive  to  the  South — 
v/ho  charged  them  with  being  men-thieves,  and 
applied  to  them  other  abusive  epithets  v/hich  his 
imagination  alone  could  conceive.  Abusive  as  his 
conduct  was  to  the  South,  he  asked  if  he  had  not 
treated  even  him  with  courtesy,  and  yielded  the 
floor  to  him  for  explanation  when  he  had  desired 
it.  If  he  had  not,  let  that  gentleman  say  so.  He 
called  upon  any  member  of  the  committee  to  say 
that,  either  in  the  House  or  out  of  the  House,  he 
had  treated  him  with  other  than  courtesy. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  here  said  he  would  do  the 
gentleman  justice,  as  he  would  do  all  others  on 
that  floor.  He  had  thought  that  in  the  gentle- 
man's first  speech,  delivered  on  Monday  last,  he 
was  very  discourteous.  He  had  on  that  occasion 
thought  him  to  be  personal  in  his  remarks;  and  on 
reading  his  speech,  as  reported  in  the  paper,  he 
considered  his  language  aa  exceedingly  offensive. 
He  so  understood  it.  But  to-day  the  gentleman's 
course  had  certainly  been  very  courteous  towards 
him. 

Mr.  BAYLY  would  put  the  charge  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  to  the  test.  Throw- 
ing the  gentleman  and  his  immediate  coadjutors 
out  of  the  question,  (who  were  not  to  be  a  judge 
in  their  own  cause,  and  to  whom  he  had  not  sought 
to  be  courteous,)  he  would  appeal  to  the  whole 
committee  and  ask  if  any  one  present  could  rise 
and  say  he  had  received  discourtesy  at  Mr.  B.'s 
hands?  [After  a  pause] — Not  one!  Then  what 
became  of  the  gentleman's  charge  that  he  had 
been  habitually  supercilious  and  haughty  ?  It  was 
stamped  with  the  unanimous  disapprobation  of  the 
House. 

Again:   the  gentleman,  in  his  great  desire  to 


place  him  in  a  disadvantageous  light  before  the 
country,  had  said  that  he  had  lauded  Mr.  Ritchie, 
and  that  in  turn  Mr.  Ritchie  had  lauded  him.  He 
demanded  of  all  gentlemen  present  to  say  whether 
he  had  used  a  solitary  expression  laudatory  of  Mr. 
Ritchie — in  any  way  expressive  of  approbation  or 
applause?  Would  any  gentleman  say  he  had? 
[After  a  pause.]  Not  one!  What  then  became 
of  that  charge?  Like  the  other,  it  was  stamped 
with  universal  disapprobation. 

The  gentleman  had  affirmed  that  he  had  said  he 
[Mr.  A.]  had  taken  a  week  to  concoct  his  speech, 
while  Mr.  B.  had  only  asked  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  make  an  impromptu  rejoinder.  In 
speaking  of  the  time  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts had  taken  to  prepare  himself,  to  what  had  he  re- 
ferred ?  Was  it  the  personalities  of  the  gentleman, 
or  was  it  not  to  the  substance,,  the  facts  and  argu- 
ments of  his  speech,  and  the  authorities  he  had 
quoted  ?  Certainly  to  its  substance,  if  there  was 
any  in  it,  and  nothing  else.  He  had  not,  of  course, 
referred  to  its  personalities.  He  had  not  presumed 
to  say  that  the  gentleman  could  not  at  any  mo- 
ment get  up  and  abuse  a  fellow-member.  By  no 
means:  he  knew  him  too  w^ell.  Abuse  was  low 
and  easy;  and  he  never  had  said  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  was  not  ready  at  any 
time  to  utter  it.  What  he  had  referred  to  was  the 
substance  of  his  speech — his  historical  facts  and 
references  to  books.  These  were  what  he  had 
said  the  gentleman  had  taken  a  week  to  prepare; 
and  so  the  committee  understood  hirn. 

The  gentleman  had  attempted  to  put  him  in  a 
false  position.  He  affirmed  that  he  (Mr,  B.)  had 
said  the  United  States  Government  had  a  right  to 
command  State  officers  to  perform  certain  duties, 
and  had  argued  to  show  that  this  position  was 
false.  That  was  very  easy.  But  he  never  had  taken 
that  position.  He  never  had  asserted  that  Con- 
gress could  make  laws  controlling  State  officers  as 
such.  Congress  might  (as  it  had  done  in  1793, 
and  on  many  other  occasions)  impose  certain  du- 
ties on  men  who  were  State  officers,  hut  not  as  offi- 
cers of  the  State,  but  simply  as  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  His  reference  to  certain  State  officers 
in  the  United  States  law  was  slmp\y  designatio  per- 
sonal. They  were  made  by  the  ]a.\v,  quoad  hoc,  Uni- 
ted States  ofiicers.  And  thus  much  Congress  always 
had  exercised  the  right  to  do.  It  was  done  in  some 
of  the  United  States  revenue  laws,  which  required 
sheriffs  and  other  State  officers  in  the  States,  with- 
out other  personal  designation,  to  perform  certain 
duties  relative  to  the  payment  and  collection  of  the 
revenue  and  other  subjects;  but  when  they  so  acted 
in  obedience  to  the  law  of  the  United  States,  they 
virtually  held  two  offices,  one  under  the  State  and 
one  under  the  United  States.  There  were  many 
other  cases  he  could  quote  where  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  availed  themselves  of  State  officers 
for  their  execution. 

Another  point  he  (Mr.  B.)  had  made  was  this: 
not  that  the  United  States  Government  could  con- 
trol State  officers,  as  such,  but  that  the  State  Legis- 
latures liad  no  right  to  pass  laws  controverting  the 
laws  of  the  Union,  constitutionally  passed,  though 
they  might  legislate  practically  to  strengthen  and 
carry  them  more  fully  into  effect.  But  Massachu- 
setts had  passed  laws  directly  contravening  the  law 
of  Congress  as  well  as  the  Constitution.  He  should 
not  allow  himself  to  be  misrepresented.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  his  remarks  made  here  would  be 
correctly  reported;  and  the  gentleman  was  wholly 
mistaken  in  his  prediction  that  he  never  should 
write  them  out  in  full  and  publish  them. 

The  gentleman  had  further  said  that  Virginia  and 
South  Carolina  had  violated  the  Constitution,  in 
forbidding  free  negroes  to  come  within  their  bor- 
ders. The  gentleman  affirmed  that  free  jiegroes 
were  citizens  of  Massachusetts.  Did  not  the  gen- 
tleman know  that  almost  all  the  courts  in  the  whole 
Country  had  decided  that  free  negroes  were  not 
citizens?  They  held  that,  as  they  were  not  parties 
to  the  constitutional  coiiipact,  as  they  had  had  no 
hand  either  in  its  formation  or  subsequent  admin- 
istration, they  were  not  citizens  in  view  of  it;  and 
the  Supreme  Court  had  decided  that  the  States 
might  prohibit  free  negroes  from  coming  into  their 
borders  by  virtue  of  their  exclusive  jurisdiction 
over  every  subject  of  police,  exactly  as  they  might 
exclude  vagabonds  and  evil-disposed  persons.  But, 
even  if  these  laws  were  violations  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  he  expressly  denied,  who  had  driven 
the  southern  States  to  the  adoption  of  such  laws? 
Did  not  that  gentleman  well  know  that  if  tliere  was 
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an  error  anywhere,  it  lay  on  just  such  persons  as 
himself?  It  was  the  mischievous  machinations  of 
just  such  people  as  tills  member  from  Massachu- 
setts which  had  compelled  the  South  to  fence  out 
the  free  nes;ro  population  aa  they  would  a  pesti- 
lence— and  they  did  it  under  the  great,  original, 
natural,  inherent,  inalienable  right  of  self-preser- 
viilion-,  which  was  just  as  applicable  to  States  as 
to  individuals. 

As  to  the  charge  of  superciliousness,  and  haugh- 
tiness, and  discourtesy,  and  other  epithets,  he 
would  not  notice  it.  He  should  not  stoop  to  bandy 
epithets  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 
That  gentleman  liad  assumed  that  the  attack  and 
oftensive  remarks  iiad  first  come  from  him,  (Mr. 
B.)  All  he  should  say  on  the  subject  was,  that 
he  slioukl  not  notice  it.  He  had  no  more  dispo- 
sition to  assail  the  gentleman  than  the  gentleman 
liad  disclaimed  to  assail  him.  During  the  little 
intercourse  they  had  had  together — and  the  gentle- 
man had  served  with  hiin  during  more  than  one 
Congress — he  had  tried  to  act  toward  liim  as  a  gen- 
tleman should  act;  and  he  would  midertake  to  say 
that  he  had  not  applied  to  him  one  rcinark  which 
any  member  from  the  South  thought  unfit,  unduly 
severe,  or  unprovoked.  The  gentleman  had  un- 
dertaken to  assume  that  his  (Mr.  B.'s)  colleagues 
of  the  Whig  party  disapproved  his  remarks  as  un- 
becoming a  Virginia  Representative 

Mr.  PENDLETON  said  he  had  no  desire  or 
intention  to  interfere  between  his  colleague  and  his 
personal  friend  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 
He  did  not  choose  to  endorse  what  had  been  said 
by  either  of  them,  simply  for  the  reason  that  he 
had  heard  neither.  But  as  his  colleague  had  made, 
as  he  understood,  repeated  appeals  to  the  Virginia 
delegation  to  say  if  he  did  not  utter  their  senti- 
ments, and  as  these  appeals  would  probably  be 
published,  Mr.  P.  wished  to  say  that  he  did  not 
choose  to  endorse  in  the  dark  m  that  way.  He 
did  not  by  any  means  intend  to  be  understood  as 
contradicting  anything  his  colleague  might  have 
said,  but  he  could  not  endorse  what  he  did  not 
hear.     He  had  heard  neither  of  the  gentlemen. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said,  then  it  was  unnecessary,  if 
his  colleague  had  not  heard  the  debate,  to  have 
taken  the  floor.  He  (Mr.  B.)  stood  there  in  de- 
fence of  the  South  and  of  the  principles  of  the 
South;  and  if  his  colleague  did  not  approve  what 
he  had  said,  in  doing  so  he  was  entirely  willing  he 
should  except  himself  and  his  constituents  tVom 
any  approbation  of  such  defence.  It  was  enough 
for  him  to  know  that  there  were  Whigs  here  from 
his  own  State,  and  others  who  had  heard  his  re- 
marks, who  had  come  up  to  him  after  his  first 
speech  and  congratulated  him  on  the  part  he  had 
taken.  He  should  not  have  appealed  to  the  com- 
mittee if  tlie  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had 
not  done  so  before  him.  He  had  therefore  ap- 
pealed to  the  entire  Virginia  delegation  who  had 
heard  his  remarks;  and  it  now  seemed  that  there 
was  but  one,  and  he  had  not  heard  them,  thai  did 
not  approve  of  them.  He  undertook  to  .say,  that 
he  knew  the  sentiments  of  Virginia,  and  that  the 
people  of  that  ancient  Commonwealth  would  re- 
spond to  all  he  hud  uttered.  Whether  it  met  the 
approbation  of  his  colleague  or  not,  was  matter  of 
great  indilVerence  to  him. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  said  he  had  had  no  inten- 
tion to  enter  into  this  debate.     When  Tie  had  risen 
he  [uesumed  that  every  gf^nilenmn  had  understood 
what  wa.s  his  precise  object.     He  had  taken  some 
pains  to  let  hi.s  colleague  understand  that  he  meant 
nothing  unkind  to  him.     But  it  seemed,  that  not-  j 
withstanding  this,  his  colleague,  with  that  very  good  j 
temper  wiiich   h,;  sometimes  displayed  here,  de-  j 
clarcd  thai  ii  wa.s  a  matter  of  great  nidifl'erence  to  i 
him  wliether  he  (Mr.  P.)  approved  what  he  said  i 
or  not.     Now,  what  he  had  .said  certainly  invited  ' 
no  such  remark;  but  as  the  gentleman  had  permit- 
ted hnn.self,  without  c.iuse,  to  make  such  aremark, 
•he  would   .say,  in   rcliirn,  that  ii  was  a  matter  of 
equal  indifference  to  him  what  hiscolleague  thought 
upon  the  subject.     Fie  iiad   lu.t  liecn  here  durmg 
the  debate.      He  wn.s  wholly  ignorant  what  had 
been  the  issue  between  his  colleague  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  before;  but  he  had  un- 
derstood, to-(!:\y,  that  the  question  was,  whether 
his  colleague  had  fairly  represented  whattook  place 
in  the  Senate  of  Virginia  in  regard  to  the  death  of 
Mr.  Adams.     As  to  the  gentlelnun's  statement  of 
the  .sentiments  of  Virginia  on  the  subject  of  slavery, 
he  (Mr.  P.)  was  ready  to  endor.^e  what  \ua  col- 
leajjue  hud  said;  and,  though  he  did  not  owe  it  to 


his  colleague  to  say  this,  he  owed  it  to  himself. 
He  had  no  sort  of  sympathy  whatever  with  aboli- 
tion movements  in  any  form;  but,  so  far  as  his 
colleague  had  attempted  to  vindicate  the  course  of 
the  Virginia  Senate,  in  refusing  to  express  regret 
at  the  death  of  Mr.  A'dams,  he  certainly  had  not 
spoken  the  general  sentiment  of  the  people  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  the  committee  would  recollect 
that  he  had  done  no  more  on  the  subject  rel'erred 
to  than  to  state  the  reasons  which  had  influenced 
the  course  of  the  Senate  of  his  State  in  what  they 
had  done  or  refused  to  do.  He  had  given  those 
reasons  for  what  they  were  worth,  expressly  de- 
claring that  it  was  not  his  duty  to  vindicate  the 
Senate's  course.  That  was  a  matterfor  themselves, 
not  for  him.  Whatever  were  his  personal  views 
on  the  subject,  he  was  not  called  on  to  express 
them;  and  it  was  not  with  this  that  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  charged  him  with  misrep- 
resenting the  sentiments  of  his  State,  as  all  who 
heard  him  knew. 

Air.  PENDLETON  said,  that  if  his  colleague 
had  listened  to  what  he  had  said,  he  would  have 
perceived  that  there  was  no  cause  for  the  indulgence 
of  any  ill-temper  because  he  would  not  endorse 
what  he  had  not  heard.  He  could  not  endorse  the 
tone  and  manner  of  his  colleague,  for  the  same  rea- 
son. He  had  taken  no  part  against  his  colleague, 
but  he  did  not  choose,  as  the  appeal  had  been  made 
over  and  over  to  the  Virginia  delegation  in  particu- 
lar, to  be  considered  by  iiis  silence  as  approving  re- 
marks he  had  not  heard.  He  could  endorse  neither 
of  the  gentlemen,  because,  as  he  had  again  and 
again  stated,  he  had  heard  neither  of  their  speeches. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  My  appeal  was  to  those  who 
heard  me,  none  of  v/hom  have  dissented. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  again  obtained  the  floor,  and 
renewed  he  motion  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
on  the  table,  which  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  123, 
nays  46,  as  follows; 

YEAS — .Messrs.  Adams,  Atkinson,  Barringer,  Barrow, 
Bayly,  Beale,  liedinger,  Bingliam,  Birdsall,  Bocock,  Bnw- 
ddii,  Bawliii,  Boyd,  Bridges,  Brodliend,  C'li;iiies  Brown, 
Allien  G.  Brown,' Buckiier,  Burt,  Cabell,  Franklin  Clark, 
Beverly  L.  Clark,  Howell  Colib,  Williamson  it.  VV.  Col.b, 
Collins,  Cummins,  Diikey,  Dickinson,  Duer,  Daniel  Dun- 
can, Uurui,  Eckert,  Edwards,  Embree,  Alexander  Evans, 
Faran,  Featlierston,  Ficklin,  Freidley,  I'rencli,  Fulton, 
Gaines,  Go;,'gin,  Gott,  Green,  Willard  P.  Hal!,  Hairinioui, 
James  G  Hampton,  Haraljon,  Harris,  Henley,  Hill,  Eiias 
B.  Holmes,  George  8.  Hou^ton.  Hunt,  Inge,  Irvui,  Jackson, 
Andrew  Jolmson,  James  11.  Johnson,  George  VV.  Jones, 
Ki.ufman,  Kennon,  La  Sere,  Sidney  Lawrence,  LetHer, 
Lii,'!)!!,  Lincoln,  Lord,  Lumpkin,  Maclav,  McClelland,  Mc- 
Clernaiid,  McDowell,  .McKay,  McLane,  Mann,  Meade, 
Miller,  Morris,  Morse,  Murpiiy,  Newall,  Mcoll,  Peaslee, 
Peck,  Pendleton,  Peirie,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pollock,  Preston, 
Ricliardson,  Kicliey,  Robjnso'n,  Rockliiil,  St.  John,  Sawyer, 
Shepperd,  Slierrill,  Sims,  Smarl,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton, 
Starkweather,  Andrew  Stewart,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Strong, 
Tiicimas,  James  Thompson,  Jacob  'l'lioni|ison,  Richard  VV. 
'Phoiiip-on,  John  B.  Thompson,  William  Thompson, Thurs- 
ton, Tompkins,  Venalde,  VVentworth,  Wick,  Wiley,  Wil- 
liams, VVilmot,  and  Woodward— 1-23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Aslimnn,  Blanohard,  Bolts,  Boy- 
don.  Brady,  Canby,  Clinginan,  Cook,  Collamer,  Conger, 
Cranston,  Crowell,Crozier,  Dixon,  Garnett  Duncan,  Nathan 
Evans,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Grcgorv,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall, 
Henry,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Kellogg,  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Mar- 
vin, Nelson,  P.Utrey,  Piitnam,  Julius  Rockwell,  Root,  Rnin- 
sey,  Silvester,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Strolim,  Talhnadge,  Tajlor, 
Toombs,  Tuck,  Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  Warren,  and  White 
—46. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  joint  resolutions  stand,  as  passed 
yesterday. 

WEST  POINT  ACADEMY. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy 
of  the  United  States  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1849,  which  was  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  several  days  since,  and  to  which  an  amend- 
ment, moved  by  Mr.  Dickey,  was  pending,  viz: 
to  strike  out  the  item  "  for  expenses  of  the" board 
of  visiters,  $2,000." 

Mr.  McKA  Y  said  he  should  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia. This  little  item  for  expenses  of  a  board  of 
visiters  had  been  dropped  from  the  bill  for  many 
years,  and  had  only  been  restored  about  two  years 
ago.  He  would  suggest  to  the  gentleman  that  he  i 
had  better  modify  his  ainendment  in  the  manner 
he  would  point  out.  The  President  now,  under 
the  law  as  it  stood,  made  the  appointment  of  these 
vi.siters,  and  their  comjiensation  was  also  fixed  by 
law.  The  President,  after  the  amendment  of  the 
genileman  was  passed,  would  still  have  the  same 
power  to  appoint;  and,  as  the  law  warranted  the 
compenwation  of  the  visiters,  and  fixed  the  rate  of 


compensation,  the  President  would  pay  them  out 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  army,  or  in  some  other 
way;  and  if  he  failed  to  pay  them,  they  would  have 
a  valid  claim  on  Congre.'=s  for  their  compensation. 
What  he  proposed,  and  what  he  hoped  the  gen- 
tleman wouldaccept,  as  a  modification  of  hisamend- 
ment,  was  the  addition  of  a  new  section  to  the  bill, 
declaring  the  provision  for  the  board  of  visiters, 
contained  in  the  second  section  of  the  original  act 
for  the  establishment  of  the  Academy,  to  be  re- 
pealed. 

Mr.  DICKEY  accepted  this  as  a  modification  of 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  McKAY  thereupon  inoved  the  previous 
question  ;  and  it  was  seconded  by  the  House,  and 
the  main  question  was  ordered,  being  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment  as  modified. 

Mr.  HARALSON  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  by  which  the  House  had  ordered  the  maia 
I  question  to  be  now  put. 

j  A  conversation  on  points  of  order  arose,  in  which 
j  Messrs.  HARALSON,  JONES  of  Tennessee, and 
I  HOUSTON  of  Alabama,  participated;  and  which 
was  directed  principally  to  the  point  whether,  in 
1  case  the  vote  by  which  the  main  question  had  been 
i  ordered  were  reconsidered,  the  second  for  the  pre- 
j  vious  question  could  then  be  reconsidered,  and  the 
subject  thus  be  reopened  to  debate. 

The  SPEAKER  ruled— diflering  on  this  point, 
he  remarked, from  the  decisions  of  his  predecessors 
in  the  chair  for  the  last  two  Congresses — that  when 
the  House  reconsidered  the  vole  by  which  the 
main  question  was  ordered,  the  seconding  of  the 
motion  was  reconsidered  of  course,  since  it  was 
technically  no  more  than  the  seconding  of  a  motion 
by  an  individual.  The  second  of  the  previous 
question,  though  by  a  majority  of  the  House, 
merely  brought  the  motion  before  the  House  for 
its  action;  which  motion  was  decided  as  in  other 
cases. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider was  rejected  jwithout  a  division. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Dicket,  as  modified,  was  taken  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative — yeas  76,  nays  84 — aa  fol- 
lows : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atkinson,  Beale,  Bingham,  Blanchard, 
Bowlin,  Boyd,  Boydon,  Charles  Brown,  Franklin  Clark, 
Beverley  L.  Clark, "Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  \V.  Cobb, 
Collins,  Conger,  Crowell.  Crozier,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Daii- 
j  iel  Duncan,  Edwards,  Nathan  Evans,  Faran,  Feather-ton, 
Ficklin,  Freedley,  French,  Gentry,  Gidriiiigs,Goggin,  Green, 
Haniinons,  Hill,  George  S.  Hou-ton,  Hubliard,  Jenkins, 
Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Kennon.  Sidney  Law- 
rence, Lincoln,  Lumpkin,  McClelland,  MeClernand,  Mc- 
Kay, Mann,  Meade,  Miller,  Morris,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pol- 
lock, Richey,  Robin>on,  Julius  Rockwell,  Root,  Sawyer, 
Shepperd,  Sherrill,  Sims,  Smart,  Kohert  Smith,  Truman 
Smith,  Siarkweatlier,  Andrew  Slewart,  Charles  E.  Stuart, 
Strohm,  James  Thompson,  Jacob  Thompscm,  Wm.  Thomp- 
son, Thurston,  Tompkins,  Toombs,  Tuck,  VVentworth, 
Wiley,  and  Woodward— 76. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Barringer,  Barrow,  Bay- 
ly, Bedinger,  Birdsall,  Bocock,  Botts,  Bowdon,  Bridges, 
Albert  G.  Brown,  Biickner,  Burt,  Cabell,  Canby,  Clinginan, 
Cocke,  Collamer,  Cranston,  ('ri>field,  Duer,  Gaimtt  Dun- 
can, Dunn,  Eckert,  Embri>e,  Alexander  Evans,  Fulton, 
Gaine.s,  Gott,  Gregory,  Willar<l  P.  Hall,  Nathan  K.  Hall, 
James  G.  Hamptmi,  Haralson,  Harris,  Henry,  Hilliard, 
Elias  B.  Holmes,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Inge,  Joseph  R.  Iiigei.'^oll, 
Jackson,  John  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Kellogi;.  La  Sfere, 
Leffler,  Ligon,  Maclay,  McDowell,  McLane.  Marsh,  Mar- 
vin, Morse,  Murphy,  Nelson,  Newall,  Niroll,  Peck,  Pen- 
dleton, Petrie,  Preston,  Putnam,  Richardson,  Rockhill, 
John  A.  Rockwell,  Rumsey,  St.  John,  Caleb  B.  Smith, 
Stanton,  Stephens,  Strong,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Richard  VV.  Thompson,  Van  Dyke,  Vf  liable,  Vinton,  War- 
ren, White,  and  Wick— 84. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
[Its  appropriations  are  as  follow  : 

For  pay  of  officers,  instructors,  cadets,  and  mu- 
sicians   $79,764 

For  commutation  of  subsistence 5,621 

For  foraae  for  olficers'  horses 4,513 

For  clothing  for  officers'  servants 420 

For  repairs  and  improvements,  fuel  and  apparatus, 
forage  for  public  horses  and  o.xen,  stationery, 
pi  lilting,  and  other  inei<lental  and  oontingftnt  cx- 

pensesr. 30,1.55 

For  the  increase  and  expenses  of  the  library L.iOO 

For  expenses  of  the  board  of  visiters 2,1)00 

For  barracks  for  cadets 17,5!)0 


$141,473] 
CONTESTED  ELECTION. 
Mr.  TFIOMPSON,  of  Indiana,  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Elections,  gave  notice  that  he  would, 
on  Thursday  of  this  week,  call  up  the  contested 
election  case  of  Monroe  vs.  Jackson,  from  the  6th 
Congressional  district  of  New  York. 
The  House  adjourned. 
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IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  v3/)H/  11,  1848. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Department 
in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  22(1 
January,  1847,  in  relation  to  certain  inquiries  con- 
cerning the  grants  of  public  lands  offered  for  sale 
at  given  periods;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
rnittee  on  Public  Lands. 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  nie- 
mo'rial  from  John  S.  Skinner,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying,  in  behalf  of  the  agriculturists  of 
the  country,  an  appropriation  of  money,  to  be  ap- 
plied under  the  direction  of  the  State  Governments, 
or  as  Congress  may  otherwise  direct,  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  institutions  for  instruction  in  geology, 
mineralogy,  and  vegetable  and  animal  physiology, 
in  civil  engineering  as  applied  to  road  making, 
bridge  building,  and  other  rural  architecture,  and 
to  instruction  in  the  mechanical  principles  on  which 
depend  the  labor-saving  properties  and  efficiency 
of  agricultural  implements  and  machinery. 

In  presenting  this  paper,  Mr.  J.  said  he  could 
but  express  his  gratification  that  it  should  have 
been  committed  to  his  charge.  The  memorialist 
himself  (said  Mr.  J.)  is  not  only  known,  but  Justly 
distinguished  for  the  zeal,  ability,  and  efficiency 
■with  which,  for  a  period  of  near  thirty  years,  he 
has  pursued  and  promoted  the  great  cause  of  agri- 
cultural science.  It  may,  I  think,  with  truth  be 
said,  that  its  present  improved  condition  amongst 
us  is  more  or  less  to  be  attributed  to  his  long  and 
continued  efforts.  He  has  not  only  been  its  first 
pioneer,  but  he  has  been  throughout  and  still  is  in 
the  advance,  earnestly  striving  to  remove  all  re- 
maining obstructions,  and  to  bring  it  to  a  state  of 
ultimate  perfection.  Such  is  his  object  in  the  pres- 
ent memorial;  and  if  he  succeeds,  as,  looking  to 
the  real  honor  and  interest  of  the  nation,  I  trust  he 
•will,  what  incalculable  benefit  will  he  have  confer- 
red upon  the  country!  Military  glory  may  cause 
the  nation's  heart  to  beat  high  with  gratitude,  but 
it  more  often  dazzles  to  delude  than  ends  in  per- 
manent strength  and  renown.  It  is  the  achieve- 
ments of  civil  life  which  impart  to  human  power 
its  highest  value;  and,  of  all  the  dep^xrtments  of 
civil  employment,  the  most  worthy,  the  most  to  be 
cherished,  and  especially  under  a  government  like 
ours,  is  agriculture.  To  say  nothing  of  the  incal- 
culable value  of  its  productions,  capable  as  they 
are,  too,  ofcontinued  increase  by  the  proper  intel- 
lectual improvement  of  its  followers,  what  strength 
is  not  given  to  free  institutions  by  the  uniform  and 
almost  necessary  virtue  of  such  a  population. 

And  yet,  sir,  whilst  millions  have  been  and  are 
still  being  expended  by  us  for  the  arts  which  teach 
the  destruction  of  life,  how  much  has  been  given 
to  this  noblest  of  all  sciences,  which  instructs  only 
to  promote,  to  prolong,  and  to  render  life  happy 
and  virtuous?  Nothing,  literally  nothing.  Sir, 
the  memorialist  states,  and  I  have  such  confidence 
in  his  accuracy  that  I  am  sure  the  statement  may 
be  relied  upon,  that  of  the  amount  of  the  disburse- 
ments of  the  Government,  eighty  per  cent,  is  for 
military  and  naval  expenses;  that  is  to  say,  eighty 
dollars  of  every  one  hundred  dollars  paid  by  the 
people  into  the  treasury,  is  ajipropriated  to  the 
Keeping  up  our  military  establishments  and  prepa- 
rations for  war;  whilst  for  agriculture,  which 
exists  only  for  peace,  and  through  peace,  which 
bring.s  no  wo,  but  only  immense  good,  jio(  ojie  dol- 
la7-  is  given.  He  reminds  us,  also,  and  it  is  a  fact 
eminently  worthy  of  the  public  attention,  that 
during  the  whole  period  of  Washington's  admin- 
istration, our  military  expenses  were  only  ^11,000,- 
000,  whilst  for  a  similar  period  of  eight  years, 
terminating  in  1843,  they  were  $164,000,000.  It 
is,  sir,  a  striking  and  a  fearful  lesson.  It  teaches 
us  that,  popular  as  war  is,  other  institutions  have 
in  that  respect  a  natural  tendency  in  the  same  di- 
rection, and  that  the  result  in  the  end  may  be  the 
same — the  oppression  of  heavy  and  crushing  tax- 
ation. 

He  gives  us  another  fact,  worthy  also  of  notice, 
and  especially  worthy  of  the  notice  of  the  agricul- 
turists of  the  nation.  It  is  this:  that  from  1789  to 
1843,  the  expenditures  of  the  Government,  exclu- 
sive of  payments  on  account  of  the  ])ul)lic  dcl)t, 
for  merely  civil  objects,  were  ^^246,620,000,  whilst 
for  the  same  time,  they  were  for  military  and  naval 
objects  $.538,964,278.  And  even  of  this  trifling 
comparative  amount,  appropriated  for  peaceful  pur- 


poses only,  the  agriculturists  of  the  country  en- 
joyed no  exclusive  advantage.  To  encourage  their 
department  of  human  labor,  to  improve  their  con- 
dition, to  increase  their  power,  to  elevate  them  in 
the  scale  of  social  existence,  not  a  dollar  of  it  was 
applied.  And  yet,  sir,  what  claims  have  they  not 
had  upon  the  countenance  and  protection  of  the 
Government? 

To  say  nothing  of  the  fact  which  reason  estab- 
lishes and  history  confirms,  that  it  is  with  them 
that  the  true  strength  and  virtue  of  a  free  people 
are  ever  to  be  found,  the  immense  disproportionate 
wealth  that  they  bring  into  the  common  fund  per- 
suasively demands  for  them  the  fostering  hand  of 
all.  It  is  estimated,  sir — and  the  amount  is,  I  in- 
cline to  think,  below  the  truth — to  be  $654,387,597; 
a  sum  three  times  greater  than  the  value  of  the 
manufacturing  industry  of  the  country,  and  five 
times  greater  than  that  of  all  the  other  sources  of 
human  industry  combined. 

I  invoke  the  serious  regard  of  the  agriculturists 
to  these  facts.  They  must  see  in  them  how  com- 
manding are  their  claims  upon  the  Government, 
and  how  shamelessly  they  have  been  disregarded. 
The  cause  is  to  be  found  in  their  want  hereto.fbre 
of  union  amongst  themselves  in  some  movement 
upon  the  subject.  There  seems  to  be  now  ap- 
proaching a  propitious  time  for  some  joint  and 
effectual  effort.  Peace,  I  trust,  will  soon  be  seen 
to  hush  the  noise  of  war  within  our  own  borders. 
The  mighty  popular  convulsions  now  heaving  with 
terrific  power  in  the  Old  World  promise  to  subside 
in  the  annihilation  of  arms  as  an  employment. 
The  long  lost  or  limited  liberty  of  man  appears  to 
be  on  the  eve  of  complete  restoration.  Civil  employ- 
ment— nothing  butcivil  employment— should  be  the 
result;  and  happiness,  and  wealth,  and  pov/er,  and 
true  glory  will  be  promoted  in  proportion  as  gov- 
ernments devote  their  means  to  the  proper  encour- 
agement of  civil  life.  This,  sir,  is  not  the  occasion 
to  meet  in  advance  any  constitutional  impediment 
which  may  be  suggested  to  the  particular  encour- 
agement solicited  by  this  memorial.  I  content 
myself,  therefore,  with  saying,  that  a  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  question,  founded  upon  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  opinions  of 
its  fathers,  leaves  my  mind  in  no  doubt — in  none 
whatever. 

If  commerce  can  be  protected  and  encouraged — 
and  it  has  been  from  the  beginning  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  present  day;  if  manufactures  can  be 
protected  and  encouraged — and  they  have  also  been 
from  first  to  last;  if  the  profession  of  arms  even 
can  be  protected  and  encouraged — and  when  has  it 
not  been.' — then  why  may  not  agriculture  and  her 
followers  be  protected  and  encouraged? 

Without  adding  a  word  more,  I  submit  the  me- 
morial, and,  as  I  believe  there  is  no  committee  to 
whom  its  reference  would  be  peculiarly  appropri- 
ate, I  move  that  it  be  referred  to  a  special  commit- 
tee, and  be  printed. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  observed,  that  there  was  a 
Committee  on  Agriculture,  to  which  it  appro- 
priately belonged. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  then  moved  that  it  be  referred 
to  that  committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  memorial 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  Maine,  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave- 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia:  the  question  of 
reception  was  raised,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  sundry  memorials  from 
different  quarters  in  relation  to  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia, and  for  settingapart  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands  for  the  gradual  abolition  of 
slavery  throughout  the  United  States:  the  question 
of  reception  was  raised,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  joint  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  New  York  in  relation  to 
securing  the  pay  of  officers  and  soldiers  killed  in 
battle  to  their  widows;  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of 
James  Edwards. 

Mr.  M.  also  reported,  from  the  same  committee. 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Ralston,  with- 
out amendment,  and  recommended  that  it  do  not 
pass. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relation.s,  reported  House   bill  for  the 


relief  of  Willia|n  M.  Blackford,  late  charge  d'af- 
faires at  New  Grenada,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  H.  also  reported,  from  the  same  committee, 
a  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Ann  Chase; 
which  was  read  a  first   time. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fiiirs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  society  for 
the  reformation  of  juvenile  delinquents  in  the  State 
of  New  York;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  confirm  the  loca 
tion,  and  to  grant  a  quarter  section  of  public  land, 
for  the  county  site  of  Hillsboro'  county,  in  the 
State  of  Florida;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  Housebills,  without  amend- 
ment, for  the  relief  of  Edna  Hickman,  wife  of 
Alexander  D.  Peck;  and  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  D. 
Caldwell,  wife  of  James  H.  Brigham. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry 
Williams  and  others,  owners  of  the  schooner  Ti- 
conic;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  an  adverse  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Caleb  Swann. 

Mr.  BELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  P.  Chouteau, 
Jr.,  &  Co.;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Liijrary,  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  agreed  to: 

Resjlrcd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Spnale  be  instructed 
to  purchase  for  the  tise  of  the  Senate  2,000  copii'S  of  each  of 
the  tliree  maps  of  the  hnttles  in  the  valley  of'Mexieo,  at  Cerro 
Gordo,  and  of  tlie  operations  at  Vera  Cruz,  piihlishe  I  from 
the  originals,  drawn  from  actual  survey  l>y  Captain  MeOlel 
Ian  and  other  officers  of  the  United  States  Topographical 
Engineers;  two  hundred  copies  of  each  to  be  on  plate  draw- 
ing paper,  the  remainder  on  good  thin  map  paper. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  that  so  much  of  the 
President's  message  as  relates  to  the  Amistad  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to 
establish  a  branch  mint  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
with  a  view  to  make  it  the  special  order  for  the 
second  Monday  in  May  next.  It  was  a  bill  of 
great  public  importance,  and  he  wished  a  day  fixed 
for  its  consideration.     The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NILES,  the  amendments  of 
the  House  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  George  Fisher  were  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOWNS,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  consider  the  bill  relating  to  the  collection 
district  of  New  Orleans,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  passed. 

ACQUISITION  OF    TERRITORY,  ETC. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolutions 
submitted  by  Mr.  Bagby,  on  the  25th  and  27th  of 
January  last,  in  relation  to  the  acquisition  of  terri- 
tory by  treaty  or  conquest,  and  the  question  of 
slavery  in  any  such  acquired  territory. 

Mr.  BAGBY  said:  Mr.  President,  these  resolu- 
tions were  introduced  on  the  25th  day  of  January, 
at  which  time  there  were  before  the  Senate  ques- 
tions of  pressing  practical  importance,  connected 
with  the  vigorous  and  efficient  prosecution  of  the 
war  with  Mexico,  and  claiming  the  paramount,  if 
not  the  exclusive  consideration  of  the  Senate. 
They  were  called  up  repeatedly  in  the  progress  of 
the  business  of  the  Senate,  and,  at  each  time  they 
were  so  called,  I  stated  distinctly,  what  I  nosv  re- 
peat, that,  satisfied  as  I  was  upon  the  fullest,  ma- 
turest,  and  most  deliberate  consideration  of  the 
justice  of  that  war  on  our  part,  I  would  not,  so  far 
as  depended  on  my  action,  permit  any  other  meas- 
ure, no  matter  what  considerations  it  might  involve, 
to  interfere  with  the  adoption  promptly,  and  at 
once  of  the  measures  necessary  for  the  efficient  and 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  I  did  not  believe 
then,  nor  do  I  believe  now,  in  windy,  fustian 
speeches.  Action,  and  not  words  and  noisy  dec- 
lamation, is  the  appropriate  biisinei=s  of  men  en- 
gaged in  matters  of  great  concern,  not  only  to  this 
country,  but  to  other  countries;  not  only  to  the 
present  generation,  but  to  after  times. 

These  resolutions  embrace  four  distinct  proposi- 
tions, upon  the  correct  solution  of  some,  if  not  all 
of  which,  in  my  judgment,  the  perpetuity  of  our 
institutions  depends.  The  first  contains  a  distinct, 
substantive,  and  unqualified  limitation  upon  the 
constitutional  power  of  Congress,  to  abolish  or  to 
prohibit  slavery  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  this 
Union.    This  position  is  assumed  upon  the  fullest 
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consideration,  and  after  the  most  mature  reflection 
as  to  all  the  consequences  proxiiiftte  or  remote; 
consequences  either  present  or  prospective,  so  far 
as  tiie  action  of  Congress  is  concerned.  If  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  position  is  well  sustained  and  deep 
laid  in  the  Constitution,  of  whi'jJi  I  have  not  the 
shadow  of  a  doubt,  then,  the  truth  and  the  correct- 
ness of  it,  ought  to  be  adopted  and  proclaimed. 
The  people  of  the  country  ought  to  be  informed, 
whether,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  their  rights 
depend  and  stand  upon  the  adamantine  principles 
and  guarantees  of  the  Constitution,  or,  whether 
they  float  in  the  visionary  imaginations  of  moon- 
struck philosophers,  or  pretended  philanthropists. 
1  cannot  be  led  now,  I  cannot  be  tempted  into  dis- 
cussion upon  the  abstract  question  of  slavery. 
Whatever  it  is,  those  who  hold  it  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution,  found  it,  either  for 
good  or  for  evil,  either  as  a  blessing  or  a  curse,  in 
the  pathway  of  their  destiny,  and  there  it  will 
etand  until  the  Constitution  is  changed,  or  until  it 
is  undermined  by  that  insidious  torrent,  which  is 
ever  and  anon  lashing  against  it.  I  have  but  little 
fear  of  either.  The  second  resolution  I  should 
not  have  introduced,  but  for  the  daily  insinuations 
here,  that  the  acquisition  of  territory  in  a  lawful 
war,  was,  in  the  expressive  and  refined  language  of 
the  day,  land  stealing.  Whenever  the  truth  and  cor- 
rectness of  the  proposition  contained  in  the  second 
resolution  is  seriously  controverted,  I  stand  pre- 
pared to  sustain  it  fully,  and  to  the  whole  extent, 
by  law,  precedent,  practice,  and  principle,  as  recog- 
nized by  every  civilized  nation  from  the  earliest 
periods  of  iuitlientic  history,  down  to  the  present 
time.  I  will  not  anticipate  objections  which  I  do 
not  think  will  be  seriously  urged,  and  which  I 
know  cannot  be  sustained,  either  by  reason  or 
authority.  The  third  resolution  contains  a  clear 
and  express  limitation  upon  the  powers  of  two 
branches  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
to  wit,  the  treaty-making  power,  and  Congress; 
and  declares  that  neither  of  these  branches,  in  ter- 
ritory to  be  acquired  by  the  United  States,  shall 
liave  power  to  exclude  slavery,  as  property,  from 
such  territory;  but  that  such  territory  shall  be 
equally  free  and  open  to  all  the  citizens  of  each  j 
and  all  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  without  any  i 
limitation,  prohibition,  or  restriction,  in  regard  to  i 
slaves  or  any  other  description  of  property  what- 
ever. The  first  branch  of  this  proposition  re-  [ 
strains  the  General  Government  from  the  exercise 
of  any  interference  with  the  rights  of  property  m 
the  possession  under  the  Constitution  of  any  por-  : 
tion  of  the  people  of  the  United  States;  and  the 
second  branch  contains  but  a  reassertion  and  re-  ■ 
affirmance  of  that  great  fundamental  princi[)le  that 
lies  at  the  bottom  of  our  institutions,  that  what- 
ever is  acquired  by  common  blood  or  by  common 
treasure,  or  by  both,  shall  be  the  common  property 
of  all  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  equally 
free  to  the  use,  occupation,  and  enjoyment  of  all. 
This  proposition  rests  upon  the  Constitution;  it  is 
sustained  by  every  consideration  of  equity,  truth, 
and  justice,  and  fortified  by  the  eternal  principles 
of  reason  and  of  right.  And,  as  1  had  occasion  to 
say  on  a  former  occasion,  I  do  not  believe  there  is 
a  man  in  America  with  a  mind  unswayed  by  local 
considerations,  or  unbiassed  and  uninfluenced  by 
sectional  considerations,  who  believes  that  prop- 
erty acquired  by  common  blood  and  common 
treasure  should  not  inure  to  the  equal  benefit  of 
all  the  people  of  all  the  States  of  this  great  and 
growing  naticm.  What  is  the  Constitution  of  the  | 
United  States?  There  is  no  dinerence  of  opinion  i 
upon  this  point.  It  is  universally  admitted  by  | 
American  statesmen  to  be  a  compact  between  sov- 
ereign States.  In  political  power  the  parties  to  it  i 
are  perfect  equals.  There  is  no  diflierence  in  this  i 
respect  between  Delaware  and  New  York,  or  [ 
Rhode  I.sland  and  Pennsylvania.  If,  then,  the 
Con.slitution  be  a  coirifmct  between  parties,  whose 
righi.s  and  powers  under  it  arc  precisely  the  same, 
let  us  inqune  into  the  causes  and  considerations 
that  induced  the  parties  to  enter  into  that  compact. 
It  was,  in  the  language  of  the  preamble  to  the  Con- 
elitulion,  "  to  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish 
justice,  ensure  domestic  tian(|uillity,  |irovide  for  I 
the  common  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  I 
and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  themselves 
and  our  posterity."  These  were  the  objects  for 
which  the  States  voluntarily  disrobed  themselves 
of  a  portion  of  their  sovereignty  and  oflercd  it  up 
a  willing  sacrifice  upon  the  altar  of  a  common 
country.     They  were  objects,  the  permanent  secu-  ; 


rity  of  which  constituted  a  fair  and  adequate  equiv- 
alent for  the  solemn  surrender  of  a  portion  of  that 
sovereignty,  to   obtain   and   establish   which,  the 
aspirations  of  the   purest  patriots  had   been  ele- 
vated, and  the  best  blood  of  the  Revolution  was 
spilt;  to   obtain  which,  the   eloquence  of  Henry 
had  thundered,  and  Warren  had  died.     The  great 
question   for   the  consideration   of  the  Senate  is, 
how  these  objects  can  be  best  promoted,  secured, 
perpetuated.'     To  my  mind,  this  is  a  question  of 
easy  solution.     It  is  by  carrying  out  the  provisions 
of  the    Constitution    accoiding   to   their   obvious 
meaning  and  import,   keef>ing   in   view  the  rule 
equally  applicable  in  the  proper  construction  of  all 
instruments,  the  intention  of  the  parties,  and  the 
objects  they  intended  to  secure  and  provide  for  at 
the  time  they  entered  into  it;  guarding  with  equal 
vigilance  and  caution  against  implication  and  un- 
authorized construction  on  the  one  hand,  and  ofli- 
j  cious  interpolation  on  the  other;   in  a  word,  by 
I  taking  the  Constitution  as  it  is,  and  as  its  immortal 
framers  intended  it  to  be.     I  do  not  propose,  Mr. 
President,  to  inquire  into  the  power  of  the  Go vern- 
;  ment  to  acquire  territory.     I  hold  that  to  be  a  point 
I  settled,  beyond  the  power  of  controversy  to  disturb 
it.     It  is  a  power  necessarily,  properly,  and  in- 
j  separably  incident  to  the  war  power,  and  the  trea- 
ty-making power.     1  shall  content  myself,  for  the 
i  present,  with  inquiring  what  are  the  rights  of  each 
I  and  all  the  citizens  of  all  the  Slates  of  the  Union 
in  regard  to  the  territory  acquired  either  by  treaty 
I  or  by  conquest.    And  I  assert  and  maintain,  in  the 
j  language  of  the  third  resolution,  that  such  territo- 
1  ry,  when  acquired  by  the  United  States,  is,  and  of 
!  right  ought  to  be,  equally  free- and  open  to  all  the 
\  citizens  of  all  the  United  States,  without  any  limit- 
j  ation,  prohibition,  or  restriction  in  regard  to  slaves, 
j  or  any   other  description   of  property  whatever; 
j  and  would  it,  permit  me  to  ask,  tend  to  establish 
j  justice,  or  to  promote  its  great  ends,  to  declare  that 
I  when  territory  had  been  acquired  by  the  joint  ef- 
i  forts  and  joint  contributions  of  the  people  of  the 
slaveholding  and  the  non-slaveholding  States,  that 
!  the  latter  should  use,  possess,  and  enjoy  it  ad  libi- 
j  turn,  and  that  the  latter  should  be  excluded  from 
j  it,  unless  they  divested  themselves  of  their  proper- 
i  ty  and   the  means  of  subsistence,  before  they  set 
j  their  feet  upon  it.     The  proposition  is  at  once  ab- 
surd and  ridiculous;  to  state  it  is  at  once  to  answer 
j  and  refute  it.     For  the  sake  of  illustration,  assim- 
I  ilate  the  compact  entered  into  by  the  States  at  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  to  the  case  of  an  or- 
j  dinary  copartnership  into  which  two  or  more  per- 
1  sons  had  entered  for  the  purpose  of  promoting,  by 
lawful  means,  their  mutual  interests.     Suppose,  in 
■  the   course  of  their  mutual  exertions,  sacrifices, 
I  and   labors,  they  acquire  land   by  purchase,  or  in 
I  payment  of  a  debt  due  to  the  copartners,  contract- 
ed in  the  course  of  the  partnership  transactions: 
'  is  there  a  man  so  dead  to  all  the  feelings  and  sug- 
gestions of  reason,  and   above  all,  to   the  eternal 
I  principles  of  justice,  equity,  and   morality,  as  to 
i  contend  that  one  or  more  of  said   partners  would 
I  be  at  liberty,  and  have  aright  to  the  full  and  unin- 
I  terrujHed  enjoyment  of  the  land  thus  acquired,  and 
that  the  other  partner  or  partners  should  be  exclu- 
i  ded  from   it,  contrary  to,  and   in   violation  of,  the 
original   articles  of  copartnership  or  compact  be- 
'  tween  them  .'    And  yet  this  is  the  precise  monstros- 
ity in  law,  equity,  justice,  morality,  reason,  and 
common  sense,  into  which  those  have  fallen  who 
contendfor  the  ])ower  in  theGeneral  Government  to 
exclude  slaves  as  property  from  territory  acquired 
by  the  United  States.  1  know  a  distinction  has  been 
'  attempted  to  be  drawn  of  late,  between  territory 
where  slavery  exists,  at  the  lime  of  acquisition, 
:  and  that  where  it  does  not.     But  they  cannot  dis- 
j  pose  of  any  territory  or  any  other  projierty  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  with  a  view  to   promote 
the  interests  of  any  |)ortion  of  the  people  of  the 
United  Stales,  and  thereby  to  prejudice  orexclude 
the  rights  of  other  citizens  of  the  United  Slates. 
Tlie  foundation  of  our  system,  and  of  every  sys- 
tem of  free  goverimient  is,  ecpiality  of  rights.  This 
distinction,  whether  true  or  false,  real  or  imagin- 
ary, has  nothing  to  do  with   the  question.     The 
true  question  is,  not  what  are  the  institutions  ex- 
isting in  the  territory  at  the  lime  of  ils  acquisition, 
Inu  what  powers   the  Government  of  the  United 
States  can  exercise  in   regard  to  it  after  it  is  ac- 
fiuired.     The  title  to  the  territory  vests  in  the  Uni- 
ted State.s,  and  they  can  dispose  of  it  in  the  same 
manner  and  under  the  same  rules  and  regulations 
that  they  can  dispose  of  other  property  belonging  ■ 


to  the  United  States.  The  only  legitimate  object 
for  which  territory  can  be  acquired  is  the  forma- 
tion of  new  States.  We  cannot,  according:  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution,  or  the  nature  and 
genius  of  our  institutions,  hold  it  as  provinces. 
The  colonial  system  was  never  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  and  is  not 
only  not  contained  in  any  of  its  provisions,  but  is 
at  war  with  all  its  fundamental  principles.  Such  a 
system  would  tend,  with  ineviiable  certainty,  to  a 
vastand  dangerousincreaseofExecutive  power, and' 
might  in  the  end  overshadow  the  rights  and  inde- 
pendence of  ihe  States,  and  subvert  the  Government, 
and  establish  a  despotism  in  its  stead.  Colonial  or- 
ganization would  live,  and  move,  and  have  its  being 
in  Executive  powerand  patronage, and  would  end  in 
the  destruction  of  liberty.  I  am  not  ignorant  that  a 
doctrine  different  from  the  one  for  which  I  am  con- 
tending has  been  asserted  in  an  imposing  form, 
and  in  somesectionsof  the  Union  to  a  considerable 
extent.  Great  and  intelligent  communities,  speak- 
ing solemnly  through  their  assembled  representa- 
tives, have  asserted  the  power  to  be  in  Congress, 
and  called  for  its  exercise,  to  exclude,  by  a  funda- 
mental law,  slaves  as  property  from  all  territory  to 
be  hereafter  required.  I  shall  not  attempt  to  in- 
vestigate or  to  answer  the  arguments  by  which 
they  arrive  at  this  conclusion.  I  have  no  doubt 
they  are  sincere  in  the  entertainment  of  these  views. 
Somebody  has  said  that  when  a  man  is  determined 
to  believe,  the  very  absurdity  of  the  doctrine  con- 
firms him  in  the  faith.  I  leave  them  to  their  reflec- 
tions, and  appeal  to  the  law  and  the  testimony.  I 
consult  the  Constitution,  and  fearlessly  assert  that 
such  a  doctrine  has  no  support,  either  in  the  pro- 
visions or  spirit  of  that  instrument,  or  in  the  more 
enduring  and  eternal  principles  of  equality  and 
justice.  I  warn  the  advocates  of  this  doctrine,  in 
advance,  that  they  are  contending  for  principles 
destructive  of  the  Constitution,  destructive  of  the 
rights  of  the  southern  States,  destructive  of  equal- 
ity among  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  this  Union  would  not  survive  the  establish- 
ment of  such  a  doctrine  an  hour. 

I  have  listened  with  apprehension,  not  unmixed 
with  indignation,  at  the  coolness  and  complacency 
with  which  gentlemen  from  the  free  States  speak 
of  the  institution  of  slavery,  as  it  exists  under  the 
guarantees  of  the  Constitution,  in  some  of  the 
States  of  this  Union.  After  felicitating  themselves, 
with  more  than  Pharisaical  righteousness,  that, 
they  "are  not  as  other  men,"  they,  in  a  spirit  of 
amazing  condescension  and  kindness,  charitably 
assure  us  they  will  not  interfere  with  slavery,  as 
it  now  exists.  Was  there  ever  more  surpassing 
impudence  ?  I  scorn  to  accept  the  charitable  dona- 
tion. I  reject  the  proffered  boon.  Sir,  the  people 
of  the  slaveholding  States  do  not  hold  their  rights 
by  a  tenure  so  frail  and  uncertain  as  the  will,  or 
the  forbearance,  or  the  concessions,  or  the  gratuity 
of  a  majority  in  Congress.  They  derive  them  from 
a  higher  and  purer  source.  They  derive  them  fiom 
the  Constitution;  and  highly  as  they  venerate  that 
instrument,  when  it  ceases  to  ensure  to  them  the 
free  and  full  enjoyment  of  these  rights,  they  will 
no  longer  consider  it  worth  preserving.  These, 
sir,  are  some  of  my  views  in  regard  to  the  princi- 
ples involved  in  the  first  three  resolutions.  Before 
I  took  my  seat  in  the  Senate  at  the  present  session, 
the  honorable  Senator  from  New  York  [iUr.  Dick- 
inson] had  introduced  a  series  of  resolutions,  em- 
bracing to  some,  perhaps  to  the  whole  extent,  the 
principles  involved  in  those  which,  at  a  later  djjy, 
I  had  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  Senate. 
Anxious,  so  far  as  a  sense  of  propriety  and  the 
paramount  obligations  of  duty  would  enable  me  to 
do  so,  to  avoid  the  introduction  of  topics  which 
might  subject  me  to  the  imputation  of  being  influ- 
enced by  sectional  views  and  local  considerations, 
I  examined  the  resolutions  brought  forward  by  that 
honorable  Senator  with  great  care,  and  with  a  sin- 
cere desire,  if  1  could,  according  to  the  dictates  of 
my  best  judgment,  upon  the  principles  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  rights  of  the  people,  to  agree  with 
him.  After  the  most  thorough  examination  of  his 
resolutions,  and  with  entire  respect  for  him,  I  have 
found  iny.self  utterly  unable  to  do  so.  1  therefore 
brought  forward  the  fourth  resolution,  which  is 
exactly  antagonislical  to  the  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York.  His  resolution  is  in  these 
words : 

Uesolvcil,  That  in  orgmiiziii!:  a  Territori;il  G.ivcrnnicnt  for 
tonilory  lieloiiRiiij:  to  tlio  I'lilti'd  SUiti;^,  tin;  principles  of 
Bell-governmunt,  upon  which  our  fcilerulive  Bysteiii  rests, 
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will  he  bpst  promoted,  tlie  true  spirit  and  iiuanin;;  of  the 
Coiistitiitimi  l)poh3f;rverl,<iii<l  theConrederaey  strcmtlipnod, 
bv  leaviii"  all  questions  conccrniii^the  domestic  policy  ttitre- 
iu  to  legislatures  chosen  by  the  people  thereof. 

Now,  although  this  resolution  does  not  assert 
the  power  of  the  Government  in  positive  terms,  it 
is  evidently  intended  to  convey  the  idea  that  the 
territorial  legislature  chosen  by  the  people  are,  and 
of  riffht  ought  to  be,  the  exclusive  judges  of  all 
questions  of  policy  arising  in  the  territory.  The 
correctness  of  this  position  I  deny  to  the  whole 
extent.  The  people  of  a  territory  belonging  to  the 
United  States  possess  no  other  rights  than  those 
which  belong  to  all  unorganized  communities  or 
bodies  of  men,  which  flow  from  the  laws  of  nature, 
except  those  which  they  derive  from  the  United 
States;  and  unless  it  can  be  shown  that  the  Con- 
stitution authorizes  Congress  to  impose  limitations 
and  restrictions  upon  them  in  regard  to  slavery, 
they  cannot  derive  thatpower  from  Congress.  But 
I  do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  discuss  this  ques- 
tion, or  the  still  (graver  one,  whether  Congress  has 
power  to  establish  territorial  governments  at  all. 
Although  I  admit,  if  this  was  a  new  question,  pre- 
sented for  the  fii-st  time,  T  should  be  at  a  loss  from 
■what  particular  clause,  or  provision,  or  principle  of 
the  Constitution  to  deduce  it.  And,  in  reflecting  up- 
on this  subject  when  these  resolutions  were  brought 
forward,  I  stated  to  an  honorable  friend  near  me, 
whose  friendly  intercourse  and  confidence  it  is  my 
good  fortune  to  enjoy,  my  own  doubts  or  convic- 
tions upon  this  subject,  but  said  I  would  not  dis- 
turb that  question  when  there  were  so  many  topics 
of  agitation  and  disagreement  among  the  people  of 
the  United  States,  who  ought  to  be  bound  together 
by  the  indissoluble  ties  of  fraternal  feeling  and  good 
fellowship;  but  would  leave  it  to  the  uniform,  un- 
broken practice  of  the  Government  for  fifty  yeai'S. 
There  I  am  willing  to  leave  it.  Stare  decisis.  But 
to  return  to  the  people  of  the  territory.  They  are 
of  two  descriptions:  those  who  inhabit,  or  are 
upon  the  territory  at  the  time  it  is  acquired,  and 
those  who  migrate  or  remove  to  it  afterwards.  The 
rights  of  the  former  are  defined  by  treaty  stipula- 
tion. The  latter  carry  with  them  rights  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  so  far  as  the  possession 
and  enjoyment  of  property  is  concerned,  and  such 
political  privileges  and  immunities  as  Congress 
may  confer  upon  them,  by  the  act  authorizing  them 
to  form  a  tempoi-ary  government,  confining  that 
act,  ofcour.se,  within  the  limits  of  the  Constitution. 
But  the  idea  that  the  people  residing  upon  territory 
acquired  by  the  United  States,  either  by  treaty  or 
conquest,  are  to  be  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of 
any  right,  privilege,  or  immunity  to  which  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  who 
may  remove  to  such  territory  after  it  becomes 
attached  to  the  United  States,  are  not  entitled, 
is  not  only  repugnant  to  every  principle  and  feel- 
in!i  of  American  liberty  and  equality,  but  is  in  the 
very  teeth  and  jaws  of  the  Constitution.  I  can 
readily  imagine,  Mr.  President,  why  this  new-born 
zeal  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  the  people  of  a  ten-i- 
tory  to  exclude  slaves  as  property  is  exhibited  with 
80  much  fierceness  and  pertinacity  at  this  particu- 
lar juncture  in  our  history.  Everybody  knows 
that  territory  is  about  to  be  acquired  from  Mexico, 
where,  it  is' said,  slavery  does  not  exist.  But  is 
that  territory  to  be  governed  by  Mexican  law  after 
it  becomes  the  property  of  the  United  States,  and 
pas.ses  under  the  jurisdiction  of  our  laws.'  No  one 
in  his  senses  can  contend  for  this.  When  it  be- 
comes American  territory,  it  will  be  governed  by 
American  laws,  and  American  citizens  must  be 
entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  equal  rights  upon  it, 
else  liberty  and  ecjuality  under  our  system  are  but 
phantoms,  and  the  guarantees  of  the  Constitution 
vain,  deceptive  illusions.  I  shall  not  stop  to  in- 
quire whetiicr  slavery  is  a  blessing  or  a  curse.  It 
is  nominated  in  the  bond.  The  Constitution  guar- 
anties it  to  those  who  think  proper  to  hold  it;  and 
^lile  the  Constitution  exists,  they  cannot  be  de- 
prived of  it,  without  doing  violence  to  that  instru- 
ment. If  the  Constitution.be  defective  in  this 
respect,  or  any  other,  let  it  be  amended  in  the 
manner  provided  for  by  its  illustrious  framers. 
But  to  violate  is  not  to  amend — to  destroy  is  not 
reform. 

I  will  not  trespass  further  upon  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate  at  present.  I  consider  these  resolu- 
tions as  i n  vol  ving  considerations  of  vast  im|)ortance. 
I  have  thought  it  proper  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  them,  and  all  I  ask  is,  that  they  be  post- 
poned until  Monday  week,  and  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day.     Then,  if  no  other  Senator  de- 


sires to  discuss  them,  I  shall  respectfully  ask  for  a 
deliberate  vote  of  the  Senate  upon  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAGBY,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
pinicd  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday,  the 
iiilli  instant. 

CALIFORNIA  CLAIMS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CASS,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  fur  ascertaining  and 
paying  certain  claims  in  California. 

Mr.  DAYTON  then  occupied  the  floor,  pre- 
mising that  he  did  not  propose  to  discuss  the  merits 
of  the  bill,  but  to  go  at  large  into  the  subject  of  the 
war  in  Mexico,  with  which  it  was  connected.  He 
apologized  for  taking  this  course  now,  regretting 
that  circumstances  connected  with  his  personal 
concerns  had  prevented  him  from  addressing  the 
Senate  earlier  in  the  session.  He  believed  we  had 
now  reached  a  point  at  which  we  may  exercise  the 
right  of  self-judgment.  We  had  made  an  armis- 
tice, and  there  is  in  existence  a  paper  called,  or 
miscalled,  a  treaty,  and  we  may  now  pause  and  in- 
quire what  we  are  likely  to  gain  by  this  war.  In- 
demnity for  the  past  probably  means  the  hundred 
millions  we  have  paid  for  the  expenses  of  the  war; 
and  security  for  the  future  must  imply  the  twenty 
millions  we  are  to  pay  for  territory. 

His  remarks  now  were  rendered  necessary,  in  j 
consequence  of  the  course  which  had  been  taken 
bythe  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  (now  absent 
from  his  seat,)  who  had  stated  to  the  country  his 
course  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty,  and  the  reasons 
on  which  he  founded  it.  That  Senator,  in  throw- 
ing oflfall  responsibility  from  himself,  had  thrown 
a  heavier  responsibility  on  other  Senators  who  had 
taken  a  different  course.  He  therefore  felt  himself 
bound  to  say  something,  at  this  time,  in  defence  of 
his  own  course. 

He  then  replied  to  some  of  the  points  taken  by 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  for  the  purpose  of 
explaining  his  own  course  in  voting  for  the  treaty, 
as  he  avowed  he  had  done.  He  designated  the 
treaty  as  bad  enough,  but  it  remained  for  those  wiio 
had  insisted  on  the  unconstitutionality  of  the  war, 
and  who  had  yet  voted  against  the  treaty,  to  make 
the  propriety  of  their  course  clear  to  the  world.  He 
felt,  that  during  the  whole  of  the  war,  we  had  been 
obliged  to  act  on  alternatives;  and  in  this  position 
he  felt  himself  when  called  to  vote  on  the  treaty. 
He  did  not  desire  territory,  but  he  was  sure,  that 
under  this  Adm.inistration,  there  was  no  hope  of 
obtaining  a  peace  without  an  accession  of  territory. 
The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  was  willing  to 
put  the  question  to  the  people  as  to  the  accession  of 
territory;  but  this  was  not  merely  putting  it  off  until 
the  next  spring,  but  was,  after  all,  but  an  uncer- 
tain test.  The  cry  of  "  new  territory"  he  regarded 
as  likely  to  produce  a  powerful  effect  at  the  next 
fall  elections;  and  he  regretted  that  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  had  urged  on  the  Whig  party  to 
make  the  question  of  "  no  territory"  the  issue  at 
those  elections.  From  this  course  he  (Mr.  D.) 
would  appeal  to  the  whole  Whig  party.  He  pre- 
ferred peace  at  this  moment,  even  with  territory, 
to  a  remote  peace  even  without  territory.  If  the 
question  of  no  territory  was  to  be  made  the  test, 
there  would  be  an  end  of  the  Whig  party  before 
the  end  of  the  year.  It  would  find  an  early  grave, 
and  all  its  conservative  glory  would  be  buried  with 
it.  Its  enemies  might  then  inscribe  on  its  tomb, 
"Hicjttcet;"  and  they  could  truly  add — 
It  never  said  a  foolish  thing, 
And  never  did  a  wise  one. 

On  the  description  given  by  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  of  the  population  of  California  he 
made  some  observations,  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing by  inference,  that  if  it  was  a  correct  delineation, 
there  was  no  reason  to  have  any  apprehensions  on 
the  subject  of  meinbers  from  that  quarter  being 
admitted  to  seats  in  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

The  fact  that  the  line  of  thirty-two,  established 
by  the  treaty,  excludes  all  territory  which  is  favor- 
able for  the  employment  of  slaves,  v/as  to  him  a 
very  strong  inducement  to  vote  in  favor  of  it.  If 
a  slave  should  follow  his  master  from  one  of  our 
southern  States  into  California,  he  could  not  carry 
with  him  any  part  of  the  municipal  law  by  which 
he  had  been  governed  in  the  State  which  he  had 
quitted;  and,  by  the  laws  of  California,  he  would 
stand  forth  a  man,  unfettered,  and  sulijected  to 
none  of  the  slave  re>julati()iis.  Me  disclaimed  any 
alliance  with  abolitionists,  and  enlarged  a  little  on 
the  misunderstanding  between  the  South  and  the 
North  ou  the  exciting  topic  of  slavery. 


Tn  his  conclusion,  he  expressed  a  doubt  as  to 
what  may  be  the  effect  of  the  revolution  of  France 
on  the  feelings  of  the  Mexicans.  But  he  warned 
every  one  not  to  be  deceived  into  a  belief  that  the 
revolution  had  reached  its  termination,  or  had  even 
advanced  suflficiently  to  disclose  what  would  be  its 
result.  A  king  may  be  stricken  down,  but  a  wealthy, 
elevated,  proud  population,  would  not  be  likely 
to  yield  and  abandon  all  tlieir  wealth  and  influ- 
ence without  a  struggle.  He  concluded  with  ex- 
pressing his  hope,  that  whatever  convulsions  might 
shake  surrounding  nations,  the  independence,  and 
happiness,  and  prosperity  of  our  own  Republic 
would  remain  unshaken  and  progressive. 

[A  full  report  of  Mr.  Dayton's  speech  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  MASON  expressed  a  wish  to  speak  on  the 
bill;  but  gave  way,  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  ^pril  12,  lb48. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Iowa,  asked  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  of  which  previous  notice  had  been 
given.     Objected  to. 

FOREIGN  MAIL  SERVICE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GOGGIN,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
Btjrt  in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  special  order,  viz:  "the  bill  to  amend 
an  act  to  provide  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries, 
and  for  other  puposes." 

The  bill  having  been  read,  Mr.  GOGGIN  moved 
to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  words,  and  insert 
the  substitute  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  G.  (chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Oflfice  and  Post  Roads)  explained  the  provisions 
and  objects  of  the  bill  and  proposed  amend- 
ment. He  remarked  that  there  was  a  very  im- 
portant document  upon  this  subject,  which  had 
been  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  Senate,  and 
which  every  gentleman  would  find  on  his  file,  con- 
taining the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Bancroft, 
Lord  Palmerston,  and  the  Postmaster  General  of 
England;  which  correspondence  presented  all  the 
important  facts  in  the  case.  It  was  known  to  this 
House  and  the  country  generally  that,  in  1845, 
Congress  had  authorized  the  establishment  of  a 
lineof  packet  ships  between  New  York  and  Havre, 
touching  at  Southampton  and  some  other  ports  in 
England,  with  the  object  of  providing  a  mail  pack- 
et of  our  own  to  do  our  own  mail  service,  instead 
of  being,  as  we  had  previously  been,  entirely  de- 
pendent, so  far  as  the  packet  service  was  concerned, 
for  the  transportation  of  letters  and  other  mailable 
matter  back  and  forth  between  this  country  and 
England,  on  British  steamers.  The  packet  Wash- 
ington was  accordingly  built,  and  this  line  went 
into  operation  on  the  1st  of  July  last;  and  when 
she  was  on  the  eve  of  sailing,  it  was  found  for  the 
first  time,  to  the  surprise  of  our  Government  and 
this  country,  that  on  her  arrival  in  England  she 
would  be  met  by  British  orders  in  council,  or  orders 
of  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  through  the  British 
Postmaster  General,  directing  that  there  should  be 
charged  the  same  amount  of  postage  on  letters  and 
other  mail  matter  transported  by  her  as  was 
charged  upon  such  matter  transmitted  by  the  En- 
glish packets.  As.  for  example,  an  instance  which 
would  serve  to  illustrate  the  operation  of  the  whole 
matter:  on  a  letter  to  be  sent  by  an  American  pack- 
et from  Richmond,  Vii-ginia,  to  Birmingham,  En- 
gland, the  inland  postage  to  New  York,  as  was 
well  known  to  the  House,  would  be  10  cents,  and 
the  American  packet  postage  from  New  Y'ork  to 
Southampton  24  cents,  making  34  cents.  To  this 
was  superadded,  by  these  British  orders,  upon  the 
arrival  of  this  vessel  in  England,  a  British  postage 
of  24  cents,  making  the  cost  of  a  letter  transmitted 
by  our  own  packet  58  cents.  The  chai-ge  for  the 
same  letter  if  sent  by  the  British  [lacket  would  be, 
the  inland  postage  from  Richmond  to  New  York 
10  cents,  the  port  charge  paid  to  the  port  officer  in 
the  city  of  New  York  1  cent,  and  the  British 
packet  charge  24  cents,  making  the  cost  of  the 
transmission  by  the  British  packet  'Aii  cents.  Thus 
it  was  plainly  shown,  that  in  conseqiience  of  the 
British  orders  in  council,  or  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  tlirough  the  British  Postmaster  General, 
the  charge  upon  our  citizens  for  the  iraiisnusaiou 


620 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  12, 


of  letters  in  our  own  pitokeis  was  58  cents,  while 
in  the  Ciirinid  line  it  was  only  35  cents!  This 
doulile  burden  wns  laid  upon  the  American  peo- 
ple bv  Great  Britain  for  the  protection  of  the  Cu- 
nnrd  line: — to  compel  our  citizens  to  patronize  that 
line  in  preference  to  our  own.  Surely  it  was  evi- 
dently a  preposterous  and  absurd  attempt  to  throw 
upon  us  a  burden  to  which  we  could  not  submit. 

He  read  from  the  document  referred  to  an  ex- 
tract of  the  letter  of  Lord  Palmerston  to  Mr.  Ban- 
croft justifyinfj;  the  construction  of  a  British  law 
under  which  this  charge  was  imposed,  and  avow- 
iujj;  (Mr.  G.  said)  that  the  object  was  to  protect 
the  British  packet  line,  and  to  secure  for  them  the 
doino;  of  our  mail  service. 

He  would  say  nothing  to  his  free-trade  friends 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  about  this  obnox- 
ious principle  of  protection  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain;  for  he  wished  to  say  nothing:  to  lead  the 
debate  to  assume  a  party  character.  This  subject 
of  the  transjiortation  of  the  mail  between  two  coun- 
tries having  an  aggregate  population  of  fifty  mil- 
lions, was  a  question  of  so  much  importance  to  the 
country  as  to  bring  men  of  all  parties  to  come  up 
and  su.stain  the  Postmaster  General  in  his  desire 
to  vindicate  our  own  rights  in  such  a  manner  as 
the  merits  of  the  case  deinanded  at  the  hands  of 
Congress.  And  he  would  say,  in  reference  to  that 
officer,  that  however  he  (Mr.  G.)  might  have  dif- 
fered with  him  in  regard  to  some  of  the  great  lead- 
ing political  questions  which  divided  and  agitated 
this  country,  in  reference  to  this  postal  question,  it 
seemed  to  him  (Mr.  G.)  that  he  had  done  every- 
thing a  faithful  and  vigilant  otTicer  could  do  in  or- 
der to  effect  an  amicable  and  just  arrangement  of  a 
matter  calculated,  if  not  settled,  to  lead  to  danger- 
ous results.  To  this  end  our  minister  at  the  Court 
of  St.  James,  under  instructions  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  had  also  exerted  himself  to  effect  a  mu- 
tual arrangement;  and  his  letter  to  Lord  Palmer- 
ston of  the  16th  August,  1847,  had  remained  unan- 
swered as  late  as  January  last,  although  a  sort  of 
by-play  correspondence  had  taken  place  between 
the  British  Postmaster  General  and  Mr.  Bancroft. 
The  object  of  this  bill,  as  all  our  efforts  at  ar- 
rangement had  failed,  was  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  through  the  Postinaster 
General,  to  impose  the  same  duty  upon  letters 
received  in  this  country  by  English  packets  as  was 
there  imposed  upon  letters  received  through  our 
packets.  It  was  a  retaliatory  act.  It  applied  not 
to  Great  Britain  alone,  however,  but  to  all  other 
countries  which,  by  a  similar  course,  should  ren- 
der the  resort  necessary.  He  enforced  the  justice 
of  the  measure,  as  the  only  resort  left  us  in  self- 
defence,  and  argued  that  the  course  of  Great  Britain 
in  this  respect  was  equally  a  palpal)le  violation,  in 
effect,  of  our  convention  of  reciprocity  with  her 
of  1815,  (a  section  of  which  he  read,)  as  a  viola- 
tion of  that  amity  and  comity  which  had  hereto- 
fore, and  which  still  ought  to  exist  between  the 
United  Stales  and  Great  Britain;  that  it  was  most 
unjust,  most  onerous,  most  burdensome  to  our 
citizens,  and  if  quietly  submitted  to  would  oblige 
us  to  discontinue  the  running  of  our  own  packet 
Washington, and  to  depend  on  "mother  England," 
and  pay  tribute  to  her  for  the  transmission  of  oar 
own  letters,  which  a  nation  of  our  commercial 
greatness  was  abundantly  able  to  execute,  and  for 
which  we  had,  under  the  law  of  1845,  made  the 
necessary  arrangements.  It  was  clearly  a  case  in 
which  rfsort  to  a  countervailing  policy  was  justi- 
fied and  dtmnnded  by  our  rights;  and  he  trusted 
it  would  rtceivc  the  unanimous  sanction  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  NICOLL  said,  after  the  able  exposition 
of  the  gcnilimiin  from  Virginia,  it  would  not  be 
necessary  thnt  he  should  go  into  any  extended 
remarks,  but  he  would  express  the  hof)e  that  this 
bill  would  l)e  passed  by  a  unanimous  vote.  It  pro- 
poseil  no  additional  postage  on  the  letters  of  Amer- 
icnn  citizens  sent  in  American  vessels,  but  was 
designed  simply  to  place  Great  Britain  on  the 
same  terms  which  she  had  prescribed  for  ourselves. 
Hillierto  all  postal  arrangements  with  Great  Brit- 
nin  had  been  foiled  by  the  determination  of  the 
British  Government  to  adhere  to  tin;  unequal 
terms  which  they  had  imposed  ;  and  now  in  aid 
of  negotiations  this  bill  was  proposed,  and  not  to 
frustrate  negotiations.  All  that  wo  desired  was 
just,  fair,  and  eqiuil  terms,  which  the  passage  of 
this  bill  would  be  likely  to  secure  for  us.  Thus 
we  should  aid  our  able  minister  at  the  court  of  St. 
JomcB  to  remove  the  unequal  terms  which   the 


British  Government  had  imposed,  for  it  would 
show  to  that  Government  that  we  have  the  power 
to  retaliate  if  they  persist  in  measures  so  injurious 
to  this  country.  He  repeated  the  expression  of 
his  hope  that  no  obstable  would  be  thrown  in  the 
way  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  that  it  would 
be  passed  unanimously. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  rose  to  give  the  reasons  which 
would  induce  him  to  vote  for  the  substitute  for  the 
original  bill,  and  he  should  speak  very  briefly,  after 
the  able  exposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  GoGGiN.]  He  should  not  go  into  details,  but 
confine  himself  to  some  general  observations  on  a 
subject  which  it  seemed  to  him  should  induce  every 
friend  to  American  rights  and  American  interests  to 
give  his  support  to  some  such  measure.  He  was 
one  who  believed  that  the  principle  of  reciprocity 
was  correct, and,  if  reci[)rocity  could  not  be  obtained 
without  retaliatory  measures,  he  believed  we  should 
be  justified  in  resorting  to  retaliatory  proceedings  to 
obtain  that  which  was  right.  He  then  proceeded  to 
glance  at  the  circumstances  of  the  case  before  the 
House,  which  had  been  so  fully  explained  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  [Mr.  Goggin,]  and  said  this  country 
had  no  more  powerful  and  active  antagonist  than 
Great  Britain,  and  therefore  we  ought  to  keep  on 
the  alert,  and  maintain  our  rights  in  all  transactions 
with  that  Power,  which  had  shown  a  disposition 
to  monopolize  the  transatlantic  mail.  This  was 
but  a  part  of  her  systein.  She  refused  to  yield 
anything.  She,  by  a  system  of  monopolies, 
sought  to  make  American  enterprise,  Ainerican 
skill,  and  American  industry  tributary  to  the  Brit- 
ish exchequer.  He  was  unwilling  to  yield  to  her 
exactions,  and  if  we  could  not  obtain  reciprocity 
but  by  retaliatory  measures,  he  would  be  willing 
to  resort  to  retaliation.  That  was  proposed  by 
this  bill,  which  would  enable  our  Post  Office  De- 
partment to  charge  such  rates  of  postage  on  letters 
brought  in  British  ships  as  she  charged  on  letters 
transmitted  in  American  vessels.  If  we  relied  on 
the  generosity  of  Great  Britain  we  should  obtain 
nothing,  and  hence  he  was  in  favor  of  the  substi- 
tute. He  preferred  this  mode  to  an  act  of  Con- 
gress fixing  the  rates  of  postage,  because  then,  if 
Great  Britain  should  be  disposed  to  yield,  our  law 
would  remain  fixing  specific  rates.  But  if  this 
substitute  should  be  adopted,  and  England  should 
abandon  her  unjust  exactions,  our  Postmaster 
General,  with  the  consent  of  the  President,  would 
be  enabled  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  on  terms 
mutual,  just,  fair,  and  equitable. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryla.nd,  was  in  favor  of  the 
substitute  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
Goggin;]  but  he,  nevertheless,  thought  that  the 
rates  of  postage  proposed  in  the  original  bill  should 
be  modified.  He  would  propose  to  amend  by  sub- 
stituting ten  for  fifteen  cents,  and  fifteen  for  twen- 
ty-four, where  they  occurred.  Coinciding  in  the 
remarks  which  had  been  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  he  should  not  detain  the  committee 
further  than  to  say,  that  he  trusted  this  retaliatory 
measure  would  lead  to  some  satisfactory  arrange- 
ment between  the  two  Governments. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  concurred  with  the 
gentlemen  who  had  expressed  their  concurrence  in 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
but  disapproved  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Evans.]  The  larger 
rates  which  had  been  stated  were  those  charged 
by  the  British  Government  on  letters  transmitted 
in  American  packets,  and  there  was  a  propriety  in 
retaining  those  rates  in  any  retaliatory  measure  to 
which  we  might  resort.  Those  rates  could  be 
modified  by  the  Postmaster  General,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
whenever  Great  Britain  should  be  disposed  to  enter 
into  reciprocal  arrangements  that  would  be  just 
and  fair  to  all. 

Some  explanations  were  entered  into  between 
Messrs.  EVANS  of  Maryland,  and  JONES  of 
Tennessee. 

The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land was  rejected. 

Mr.  JONES  suggested  that  the  committee  dis- 
pense with  acting  upon  the  several  sections  of  the 
original  bill,  (as  the  committee  projiosed  the  sub- 
stitute in  lieu  (  fit,)  and  proceed  at  once  to  mature 
the  substitute. 

The  suggcslio  i  was  acquiesced  in  by  general 
consent. 

Mr.  HUNT  proposed  to  amend  by  adding  two 
additional  sections,  pcrmiltiiTg  newspapers  to  be 


circulated  free  of  postage  within  a  circuit  of  thirty 
miles  from  the  publishing  office,  and  to  reduce  the 
postage  to  one  cent,  to  be  prepaid,  on  transient 
newspapers. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  objected  to  the  amendment  as 
not  in  order.  The  original  bill  was  wholly  on  the 
subject  of  foreign  postal  arrangements,  and  to  that 
subject  this  amendment  was  not  germane.  It  had 
no  relevancy  whatever  to  the  subject-matter  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HUNT  reminded  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia of  the  action  of  Congress  at  its  last  session, 
which  he  contended  justified  his  present  propo- 
sition. It  would  be  remembered,  too,  that  the  bill 
of  1845  made  provision  for  the  transmission  of 
newspapers  to  destinations  within  thirty  miles  from 
the  office  of  publication  free  of  postage.  That  law, 
so  far  as  he  knew,  was  unexceptionable.  There 
had  been  no  public  expression  against  it. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  again  rose  to  a  question  of  order, 
and  maintained  that  the  amendment  was  inadmis- 
sible on  the  ground  of  irrelevancy. 

The  CHAIRMAN  was  undeistood  to  sustain 
the  ground  assumed  by  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia. 

Mr.  HUNT  intimated,  then,  that  he  would  re- 
serve it  for  some  other  occasion. 

Mr.  J..  R.  INGERSOLL  proposed  to  amend  the 
first  section  in  the  third  line,  by  adding  after  the 
word  "  empowered"  thewords  "from  and  afterthe 

day  of  ."     This  was  a  measure  of  a 

retaliatory  character,  and  he  desired  that  pi'oper 
notice  should  be  given  of  a  measure  of  that  sort. 
Before  sti'iking  a  blow,  he  thought  it  would  be 
creditable  to  us  to  give  an  intimation  of  what  we 
intended  to  do.  He  had  left  blanks  in  his  amend- 
ment because  he  was  willing  to  defer  to  the  better 
judgment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  on  that  subject.  By  fixing  a  distant 
period  of  a  few  weeks  for  the  operation  of  our 
retaliatory  measures,  an  opportunity  would  be 
given  to  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  to  reduce 
their  postal  arrangements  to  an  amount  that  would 
be  satisfactory  to  us.  It  was  easier  to  get  into 
difficulties  than  to  get  out  of  them;  and  whether 
between  individuals  or  nations,  it  was  prudent  not 
to  rush  into  diflSculties  hastily.  There  would  be 
more  dignity  in  the  course  he  suggested  by  his 
amendment,  and  if  the  House  should  adopt  it  we 
should  stand  on  vantage  ground.  He  therefore 
hoped  his  amendment  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  made  a  brief  reply  to  the  remarks 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  J.  R. 
Ingersoll,]  but  in  a  voice  so  low  that  most  of 
what  he  said  was  lost.  So  far  as  the  reporter  could 
catch  a  portion  of  what  was  said,  he  understood 
Mr.  G.  as  reading  various  extracts  from  a  corre- 
spondence between  our  minister  (Mr.  Bancroft) 
and  Lord  Palmerston  in  relation  to  a  proposed  mu- 
tual arrangement  of  postages  on  the  transportation 
of  letters  between  this  country  and  England.  He 
was  understood  to  say  that  the  entire  intercourse 
between  these  functionaries  of  the  respective  gov- 
ernments had  been  conducted  in  the  most  friendly 
spirit  and  with  entire  courtesy  of  manner;  and  the 
result  was  an  understanding  that  the  United  States 
should  take  its  own  course  in  the  matter,  and  the 
British  Government  would  do  the  same.  That 
they  understood  their  own  interests  better  than 
any  one  else;  and  that  while  we  might  legislate 
with  a  view  to  better  ourselves,  they  must  adopt 
such  regulations  as  were  most  likely  to  prove 
advantageous  to  themselves.  He  concluded  by 
expressing  his  hope  that  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Ingersoll  would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  inquired  of  Mr.  Gog- 
gin whether  any  legislative  action  had  been  had  by 
the  British  Parliament  in  relation  to  the  rates  of 
postage  cornplained  of. 

Mrl  GOGGIN  explained— stating  (if  correctly 
heard)  that  Parliament  had  not  acted  on  the  sub- 
ject for  many  years  past,  but  the  regulation  of 
their  postages  on  foreign  mail  transportation  had 
always  been  left  to  the  Post  Office  Department. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  said,  what  he  wished  further 
to  know  was,  whether  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury 
in  England  had  acted  in  the  case,  or  whether  there 
had  merely  been  a  correspondence  between  our 
minister  and  Lord  Palmerston.  Lord  Palmerston 
was  a  man  of  dignified  bearing,  but  not  always  of 
the  tardiest  resolves,  as  was  abundantly  manifest- 
ed during  the  war  in  the  Peninsula  and  elsewhere. 
The  reason  he  liad  desired  some  short  opportunity 
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for  ilelay  was,  that  he  knew  Lord  P.  was  some- 
what quick  upon  the  trigger,  and  he  did  not  wish 
that  we  should  display  a  similar  hastiness  in  a 
matter  of  tiiis  kind. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  rephed,  that  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  had  given  an  order  imposing  the  existing 
duty  on  letters  transmitted  by  stesm-packet.  This 
was  what  Mr.  Bancroft  complained  of  to  the  Presi- 
dent, and  this  was  the  subject  of  the  President's 
communication  to  Congress.  No  copy  of  any  de- 
finitive action  on  the  part  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  had  been  submitted  by  the  President, 
but  simply  the  correspondence  between  Mr.  Ban- 
croft and  Lord  Palmerston.  In  the  course  of  this 
correspondence,  the  two  diplomats  sometimes  and 
on  some  points  agreed  entirely,  while  on  others 
they  differed  in  opinion. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  referred 
to  the  astuteness,  the  ability,  and  the  warlike  pro- 
pensities of  the  British  minister.  The  committee 
were  aware  of  these  qualities,  and  they  constituted 
one  reason  why  the  Post  Office  Committee  were 
desirous  that  the  substituted  bill  now  before  the 
committee  should  pnss.  He  referred  to  the  ex- 
traordinary course  of  the  British  Government  in 
meeting  our  steam-packet  ship  Washington  by  a 
messasce  that  American  postage  was  doubled. 

Mr.'lNGERSOLL  said  he  had  listened  with 
great  benefit  and  advantage  to  the  remarlis  of  the 
honorable  chairman  of  the  Post  Office  Committee. 
He  (Mr.  L)  understood  that  the  British-Govern- 
ment had  taken  an  unfortunate  stand  in  relation  to 
the  imposition  of  postage  on  letters  transmitted  to 
England  in  American  steamers;  and  that  a  remon- 
strance had  been  made  on  our  part  against  this 
course;  but  this  had  thus  far  been  disregarded.  It 
was  now  our  desire  to  redress  the  pecuniary  injury 
we  had  suffered,  and  also  the  seeming  neglect  of 
our  remonstrance,  by  imposing  countervailing  du- 
ties on  letters  brought  by  British  steamers.  In  all 
that  he  entirely  agreed  with  the  honorable  chair- 
man and  his  committee,  who  had  proposed  this 
amended  bill.  The  action  of  the  British  repre- 
sentative had  been  very  prompt.  Pie  was  charac- 
terized by  great  personal  dignity,  promptitude  or 
action,  and  a  temper  perhaps  still  more  prompt. 
It  did  sometimes  so  happen,  that  a  peculiarity  of 
temperament  on  the  part  of  an  individual,  extend- 
ed its  influence,  insensibly  to  him,  even  into  acts 
of  diplomacy  itself.  The  only  justification  of  a 
retaliative  course  by  Congress,  was,  that  under  the 
promptitude  of  an  individual  functionary,  a  section 
only  of  the  British  Ministry,  and  not  by  any  action 
of  Parliament,  an  injury,  as  we  conceived,  had 
been  inflicted,  and  which  we  were  invited  to  re- 
dress. Our  own  Postmaster  General  had  conducted 
himself  in  this  whole  affair  with  dignity  and  pro- 
priety, and  the  correspondence  as  now  published 
did  him  credit,  as  indeed  the  greater  part  of  our 
official  intercourse  with  foreign  governments  did: 
he  thought  our  diplomatic  correspondence  had  in 
general  been  admirably  conducted.  The  last  let- 
ter of  Mr.  Bancroft  to  the  British  Secretary  re- 
mained yet  unanswered.  And  this  was  the  gravest 
of  the  matters  submitted  by  the  Executive  to  Con- 
gress in  the  whole  matter.  He  (Mr.  I.)  regretted 
that  such  was  the  case.  There  had  been  an  omis- 
sion by  some  officer  of  the  Government.  But  every 
gentleman  must  know  how  a  series  of  little  omis- 
sions and  seeming  neglects  occurred  between  pri- 
vate gentlemen;  and  how  common  it  was,  in  such 
cases,  to  caution  one  of  the  parties  not  too  rapidly 
to  take  offence,  not  to  rebuke  with  too  much  se- 
verity. How  much  better  was  it  to  allow  a  little 
time  for  one  of  the  individuals  to  correct  the  omis- 
s'\f)n;  and  when  a  desire  was  manifested  to  do  this, 
with  what  pleasure  was  such  a  manifestation  not 
hailed,  as  preventing  a  quarrel  about  a  matter  that 
neither  of  the  parties  was  willing  to  quarrel  about. 
Pie  would  pursue  a  like  course  in  the  present  mat- 
ter. The  passing  of  an  act  of  retaliation  to  take 
instant  effect,  without  waiting  for  the  very  first 
Parliamentary  action  in  the  case,  would,  he  thought, 
be  a  step  more  in  anger  than  in  sorrow.  Remarks 
had  been  made  during  the  debate,  which  were 
marked  with  some  degree  of  severity;  not,  how- 
ever, by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Gog- 
ciN,]  who  had  carefully  forborne  from  the  utter- 
ance of  any  language  which  he  would  have  cause 
to  regret. 

He  was  aware  that  the  members  of  that  House 
represented  a  great  nation,  and  one  which  would 
not  approve,  on  their  part,  an  undue  degree  of  for- 
bearance.    He  was  in  fuvor  of  passing  the  act  in 


its  substance;  but  he  desired  so  far  to  modify  its 
form  as  to  allow  a  brief  delay  before  it  should  go 
into  effect.     He  would,  therefore,  amend  the  bill 

by  saying,  that  "  from  and  after  the day  of 

— — -,  the  following  duties  should  be  levied,"  &c. 
His  maxim  was  the  wise  old  Roman  maxim, 
"  Obsta  principiis" — take  care  of  the  beginnings  of 
a  quarrel:  don't  let  it  go  on:  stop  it  at  once.  This 
was  the  doctrine  he  wished  to  preach  everywhere, 
especially  among  members  of  that  House.  If, 
after  the  passage  of  this  act  with  a  stay  of  proceed- 
ings to  a  day  some  short  time  ahead,  England 
chose  to  adhere  to  her  present  policy,  so  be  it:  the 
act  would  then  come  in  force  by  way  of  redress. 
He  was  ready  to  meet  responsibility,  but  not  to 
go  ahead  of  responsibility. 

Mr.  McKAY  inquired  with  what  date  Mr.  I. 
proposed  filling  the  blanks  in  his  amendment.' 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  replied  that  he  would  pro- 
pose, say  two  months. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  it  was  his  purpose  to  vote 
for  the  substitute  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  and  he  did  not  know  but  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  might  be  very  right  in  the 
amendment  he  suggested.  Suppose  the  blank 
should  be  filled  with  4th  of  July  next.' 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  assented  to  that  as  a  very 
proper  limitation. 

Mr.  McKAY  observed  that  the  law  under  con- 
sideration was  to  be  a  permanent  and  general  law. 
The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania had  reference  solely  to  our  controversy  with 
Great  Britain ;  but  suppose,  before  the  time  limited , 
we  should  have  a  controversy  with  some  other 
European  Power,  would  it  not  be  belter  to  say, 
instead  of  now  fixing  any  special  date,  that  "  after 
forty  days'  public  notice  by  proclamation."  This 
was  the  course  which  had  been  pursued  in  other 
acts  having  a  similar  bearing  on  foreign  countries. 
Pie  was  free  to  say  that  he  considered  the  act  of 
the  British  Government,  in  sending  out  to  meet 
our  mail-steamer  Washington  with  notice  of  such 
an  enormous  increase  of  postage,  was  an  outrage. 
He  was  not  for  resting  under  it;  he  would  say  to 
Great  Britain,  unless  you  correct  this  proceeding 
we  shall,  after  the  expiration  of  forty  days,  meet 
your  vessels  with  corresponding  duties. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  said  he  acceded  to  the  pro- 

Eosed  modification;  he  perfectly  approved  of  it. 
iCt  the  amendment  read,  "insert  after  the  word 
empowered,  in  the  third  line,  the  words  '  after  giving 
forty  days'  notice  by  public  proclamation.'" 

Mr.  POLLOCK  wished  to  say  a  word  on  the 
amendment  proposed  by  his  colleague  from  Penn- 
sylvania. He  appreciated  the  excellent  motives 
of  his  friend  in  proposing  this  amendment  to  the 
law;  but  he  could  not  concur  with  him  in  the  opin- 
ion that  such  a  modification  of  it  should  be  made. 
Our  controversy  with  England  on  this  subject  was 
not  of  a  recent  date.  In  June,  1847,  the  Lords  of 
the  Treasury  issued  their  order  increasing  postage 
on  letters  from  this  country.  The  United  States 
Government  had  endeavored  to  procure  its  abroga- 
tion, so  as  to  put  the  postal  arrangements  between 
the  two  countries  on  a  footing  of  equality.  With 
this  view  we  had  made  to  the  British  Government 
every  offer  which  it  became  us  to  make  to  any 
foreign  Power.  But  our  offer  had  been  before  the 
British  Ministers  for  five  months,  and  no  answer 
had  been  given  to  it;  and  he  could  not  tell  whether 
any  ever  would  be  given.  Certainly  there  had  been 
ample  time  for  consideration  and  reply.  Why 
should  we  wait  a  moment  longer?  Why  delay  our 
retaliatory  enactment  for  fortj'  days  or  for  one  day? 
He  was  for  passing  our  bill  at  once.  The  gentle- 
man from  Pensylvania  apprehended  a  danger  that 
could  not  result  from  the  course  of  action  proposed. 
This  was  no  hostile  act;  it  was  purely  an  act  of 
self-defence.  He  regarded  it,  as  he  believed  his 
colleague  did  also,  as  the  proper  measure  to  bring 
this  vexed  question  to  a  speedy  termination.  When 
England  saw  we  were  in  serious  earnest,  and  were 
not  to  be  put  off  any  longer,  she  would  come  to 
her  senses.  Lord  Palmerston  was  said  to  be  "  quick 
upon  the  trigger."  It  might  be  so,  and  so  let  him 
continue  to  be;  but  let  us  show  this  very  quick 
gentleman  that  we  knew  our  rights  and  knew  how 
to  defend  them.  He  had  no  hostility  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, not  the  least.  But  no  American  citizen  could 
for  a  moment  doubt  that  the  decree  of  the  British 
Lordsof  theTreasury  should  instantly  be  repealed, 
or  met  by  corresponding  action  on  our  part.  He 
hoped  the  amendment  of  his  colleague  would  not 
prevail. 


Mr.  CONGER  could  see  no  necessity  for  the 
amendment.  The  bill,  as  it  stood,  clotlied  the  Pres- 
ident and  the  Postmaster  General  with  ample  dis- 
cretion to  meet  the  case.  He  was  willing  to  give 
them  this  discretion.  The  bill  did  not  require  or 
instruct  the  President  to  enter  into  the  arrangement 
instanter;  he  had  a  discretion  in  the  case  under 
which  he  might,  if  he  deemed  it  expedient,  allow 
the  forty  days  proposed  by  the  amendment,  or 
even  a  longer  time.  He  was  content  to  leave  with 
him  the  entire  control,  unrestricted,  as  the  amend- 
ment would  restrict  him.  Whatever  indulgence, 
in  point  of  time,  he  might  judge  it  proper  to  extend 
to  the  British  Governinent  on  this  matter,  he  (Mr, 
C.)  was  prepared  to  acquiesce  in.  He  had  no  ob- 
jection that  we  should  send  a  word  with  our  blow, 
but  he  would  not  send  the  word  before  the  blov/. 
If  they  were  not  simultaneous,  he  would  have  the 
blow  go  first. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Ingersoll,  it  was  rejected. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Mr.  Goggin — 

Mr.  WOODWARD  suggested  to  amend  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  in  the  following  clause,  viz: 

"Tlie  Postmaster  General,  &p.,  is  heteliy  autlioiized  and 
empowered  to  charge  upon  and  collect  from  all  letters  and 
oilier  mailable  matter  carried  to  or  from  any  port  of  ilie  Uni- 
teil  States,  in  any  foreign  pacUet-slilp  or  other  vessel,  the 
same  rate  or  rates  of  charge  for  .American  postage  which  the 
Government  to  which  such  packet  or  other  vessel  belongs 
imposes  upon  letters  and  oljier  mailable  matter  coiiveyc  d  in 
Jimerican  packets  or  other  vessels  as  the  postage  of  such 
Government,"  by  striking  out  the  word  "  American." 

He  said  the  term  was  not  distinctive,  and  might 
be  wholly  omitted,  without  inserting  any  otlier 
word  in  its  place. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  could  not  see  the  necessity  or  ad- 
vantage of  such  an  amendment. 

Mr.  WOODWARD  explained ;  and  the  question 
being  taken,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  second  section  of  the  substitute  being  under 
consideration — 

Mr.  DUER  moved  to  amend  the  following  clause, 
viz: 

"  That  all  letters  or  other  mailable  matter  conveyed  to  or 
from  any  port  of  the  United  States  by  any  foreign  packet 
or  ship,  shall  be  so  subject  to  postage  charge  as  aforesaid, 
whether  addressed  to  any  person  in  the  United  Slates  or  else- 
where: Provided,  It  is  done  by  tlie  packet  or  other  ship  of  a 
Government  imposing  foreign  postage  on  letters  or  mailable 
matter  conveyed  by  any  packet  or  other  ship  of  the  United 
Slates" — by  striking  out  the  words  of  the  proviso,  and  sub- 
stituting therefor  the  following:  "  That  the  Government  of 
the  country  to  which  such  packet  or  other  ship  may  belong 
shall  impose  postage  in  similar  cases  on  letters  or  mailabls 
matter  conveyed  in  anv  packet  or  other  ship  of  the  United 
Stales." 

Mr.  D.  said  he  was  not  certain  that  he  under- 
stood the  proviso;  he  had,  therefore,  draviri  his 
arnendment  as  expressing  more  clearly  what  he 
supposed  to  be  intended  as  its  meaning. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  explained  the  proviso,  and  was 
believed  to  object  to  the  amendment,  but  his  re- 
maiks  could  not  be  heard. 

Mr.  WOODWARD  inquired  whether  the  object 
of  the  gentlentian  from  Nev/  York  [Mr.  Duer] 
would  not  be  accomplished  by  striking  out  the  pro- 
viso altogether?  It  only  reenacted  what  had  been 
already  declared  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 
There  was  absolutely  no  meaning  in  the  proviso. 

Mr.  DUER  said  he  was  not  quite  sure  that  omit- 
ting the  proviso  would  have  the  effect  supposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.  The  amend- 
ment he  had  proposed  expressed  more  clearly  what 
he  supposed  the  proviso  was  intended  to  declare. 
And  he  understood  the  chairman  [Mr.  Goggin]  as 
having  substantially  admitted  this. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  dissented. 

Mr.  DUER.  If  the  proviso  does  not  mean  that, 
what  does  it  mean? 

Aftersome  furtherconversation  between  Messrs. 
WOODWARD  and  DUER,  the  question  was  put 
on  Mr.  Duer's  amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  now  moved  to  amend  the  second 
section,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "ship"  the 
following,  "except  such  letters  as  are  directed  to 
the  owners  or  consignees  of  such  ship;"  so  as  to 
read:  "That  all  letters  or  other  mailable  matter 
'  conveyed  to  or  from  any  port  of  the  United  States 
'  by  any  foreign  packet  or  ship,  except  such  let- 
'  ters  as  are  directed  to  the  owners  or  consignees 
'  of  such  ship,  shall  be  .-^o  subject  to  postage  charge 
'  as  aforesaid,  whether  addressed  to  any  person  in 
'  the  United  Stales  or  elsewhere." 

This  anietulmeut  was  airrecd  to. 

Mr.  WOODWARD  moved  to  strike  out  the 
proviso  in  the  second  section,  (.see  above,)  and  to 
add  to  the  clause  "  shall  be  so  subject  to  postage 
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cliniire  as  aforcsaiil,"  tlie  words  "in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  President  as  aforesaid." 

After  some  remarks  by  Mr.  EVANS  and  Mr. 
DUER,  t)ie  amendment  was  agreed  to,  (the  com- 
mittee votins:  by  tellers:)  Ayes  70,  noes  67. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  moved  to  amend  the  following 
clause,  viz:  "And  for  refusing  to  do  so,  (viz:  de- 
'  liver  their  letters  on  arriving  into,  and  take  their 
'  letters  on  departing  out  of,  the  United  States  post 
'  office,)  or  for  conveying  said  letters  over  or  across 
•  the  United  States,"  by  adding  the  words  "  or  any 
portion  thereof;"  which  was  aijieed  to. 

In  the  residue  of  the  clause,  viz:  "the  party 
'  offending  shall,  on  conviction,  forfeit  and  pay  not 

'  exceeding thousand  dollars  for  eacli  offence,'' 

he  movedto  fill  the  blank  with  the  word  "five," 
so  as  to  make  the  penalty  on  the  master  of  a  for- 
eijn  vessel  neglecting  to  deliver  his  letters  into  a 
United  States  post  office  immediately  on  his  arri- 
val, or  take  them  from  a  United  States  post  office 
at  his  departure,  five  thousand  ilollars. 

Mr.  G.  said,  that  in  conversation  with  Mr. 
Hobbie,  the  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  that 
officer  had  suggested  the  necessity  of  making  this 
penally  a  heavy  one,  and  had  proposed  this  sum  of 
§5,000  as  not  too  large.  For  if  it  should  be  made 
but  a  few  Jiundred  dollars,  a  person  with  a  very 
large  mail  might  be  tempted  rather  to  pay  that 
amount  and  pocket  the  [lostage,  than  to  lose  the 
carrying  of  thirty  or  forty  thousand  letters  across 
the  Atlantic. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York,  proposed  an  amend- 
ment, providing  that  newspapers  should  be  trans- 
mitted free  of  postage  to  any  place  within  thirty 
miles  of  the  place  of  publication,  and  to  reduce  the 
postage  to  one  cent,  to  be  prepaid,  on  transient 
newspapers. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  raised  the  point  that  the  amend- 
ment was  not  in  order,  on  the  ground  of  irrele- 
vancy, the  bill  having  reference  exclusively  to 
foreign  and  the  amendment  to  domestic  postage. 

The  CHAIRMAN  sustained  the  point  of  order, 
and  gave  his  reasons  therefor. 

Mr.  HUNT  appealed,  and  sustained  his  appeal 
principally  by  reference  to  precedents. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  sustained  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  and  slated  that  it  was  in  contemplation  by 
himself,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  he  believed  he 
might  speak  with  almost  positive  certainty  for  a 
majority  of  that  committee,  that  it  was  tiieir  inten- 
tion to  report  a  bill  which  would  probably  embrace 
the  very  subject  which  the  gentleman  desired  to 
reach  by  his  amendment.  He  entreated  the  gen- 
tleman, even  if  the  amendment  were  in  order,  not 
to  press  it  upon  llie  House,  as  he  was  anxious  to 
get  through  the  bill  to-day. 

Mr.  HUNT  replied  that  he  was  very  happy  to 
liear  from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  the  statement  which  he 
had  made,  and  he  was  free  to  say  that  his  object 
had  been  in  a  great  degree  accomplished.  One 
great  motive  which  had  prompted  him  in  moving 
the  amendment  he  confessed  was  the  apprehension 
that  the  committee  would  not  report  a  bill  on  the 
subject,  a  resolution  having  been  referred  to  them 
some  time  since,  and  no  report  having  been  made 
upon  it. 

Mr.  GOGGIIS' stated  that  he  had  not  intended 
to  give  any  assurance  of  what  were  the  views  of 
the  vnijority  of  the  committee.  He  had  said  that 
Buch  were  his  views,  and  he  thought  he  might  say 
that  .such  were  the  views  of  the  majority,  althougli 
he  could  not  irive  assurance  on  that  point. 

Mr.  HUNT  jireferred,  then,  that  the  question 
should  be  taken  on  ilie  appeal. 

The  question  being  t;(ken,  "Shall  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  commit- 
tee.-" was  decided  in  the  affirmative  without  a  di- 
vision. 

So  ihe  decision  was  sustained,  and  the  amend- 
ment decided  out  of  order. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  an  amendment  to  the  sec- 
ond section,  to  insert  after  the  word.s  "mailable 
matter"  the  words  "carried  in  any  foreign  packet- 
8lii|)  or  other  vessel;"  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GOGGIN,  the  substitute,  as 
nm''ii(l('d,  was  then  asjrced  to;  and  the  bill,  as 
amenled,  was  laid  aside  to  be  re|)orted  to  the 
House. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

Th«  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  payment 


of  revolutionary  pensions  for  the  year  ending  30lh 
June,  1849,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  increase  the  item  for 
revolutionary  pensions  under  the  act  of  March  18, 
1818,  from  ^4,122  57  to  $14,122  57,  in  addition  to 
an  unexpended  balance  remaining  in  the  treasury 
of  $83,877  43. 

Mr.  VAN  DYKE  addressed  the  committee 
during  his  hour  upon  the  subject  of  the  Mexican 
war,  addressing  his  remarks  to,  and  arraigning  the 
course  of,  the  Administration  upon  llie  tbilowing 
points:  first,  the  manner  in  which  the  Administra- 
tion involved  the  couiiiry  in  war;  second,  the  mode 
in  which  they  had  conducted  it;  third,  the  objects 
for  which  they  had  prosecuted  it;  and  fourth,  the 
benefits  likely  to  result  from  it  to  the  country. 

[His  speech  in  fuU,  as  prepared  by  himself,  will 
apfiear  in  the  Ap)iendi.x.] 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Massachusetts,  next  ob- 
tained the  floor. 

Mr.  VINTON  expressed  a  wish  that  the  bill 
before  the  committee  should  be  disposed  of,  and 
that  the  committee  would  take  up  tlie  navy  appro- 
priation bill,  so  that,  while  these  speeches  were 
being  made,  the  House  should  make  some  progress 
with  its  business.  He  supposed  gentlemen  did  not 
care  to  what  bill  they  spoke,  for  one  would  answer 
their  purpose  just  as  well  as  another.  He  hoped, 
then,  that  this  bill  would  be  disposed  of,  and  that 
the  committee  would  take  up  the  bill  he  had  desig- 
nated. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  declined  to  yield  the  floor; 
and,  after  a  brief  conversation  between  several 
gentlemen,  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  motion  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 88 
to  29. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  postal 
bill  to  the  House,  and  progress  on  the  revolution- 
ary pension  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  question  to  be  on  the 
amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  to  the  postal  arrangement  bill. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded;  and,  under  its  operation,  the 
various  amendments  were  concurred  in,  and  the 
bill  passed  in  the  following  form: 

Be  it  enacted,  ls,-c.,  Tliat  the  Postmaster  General,  under 
the  direction  ol  llie  Pre?i(leni  of  ihi;  United  St:lte^•,  be,  and 
In;  is  hereby,  authorized  and  enipowei  cd  to  charge  upon  and 
collect  from  all  letters  and  other  mailable  matter  cariied  to 
or  from  any  port  of  the  United  States  in  any  foreign  packel- 
siiip  or  otiier  vessel,  the  same  rate  or  rates  of  charge  lor 
.'Vmerican  postage  which  the  Government  to  which  such 
foreign  packet  or  other  ve:?sel  belongs  imposes  upon  letters 
and  other  mailable  matter  conveyed  in  American  packets  or 
other  vessels  as  the  postage  of  such  Government.  And  it 
shall  be  the  dalyofail  custom-hou-e  ofliceis  and  other  Uni- 
te<l  ritaie.s  agenis,  designated  or  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
to  enfoice  or  carry  into  (fleet  the  foregoing  provirioii,  and 
to  aid  or  assist  in  the  collection  of  such  postage  ;  and  to  that 
end,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  officers  and  agents,  on  sus- 
picion of  fraud,  to  open  and  examine,  in  the  presence  of 
two  or  more  respectable  persons,  bting  citizens  of  tlie  Uni- 
ted States,  any  package  or  packages  supposed  to  contiiin 
mailable  maiter,  found  on  board  such  packets  or  other  ves- 
sels or  elsewhere,  and  to  prevent,  if  necessary,  such  packets 
or  other  vessels  from  entering,  breaking  bulk,  or  making 
clearance,  until  all  such  letters  or  other  mailable  matter  are 
duly  delivered  into  the  Uiiiled  States  po>l  office. 

Sec.  i.  Jtnd  be  it  farllicr  enacted,  Tnat  all  letters  or  other 
mailable  matter  conveyed  lo  or  from  any  p  )rt  of  the  Ujiited 
States  by  any  foreign  packet  or  ship,  except  siicli  letters  as 
may  he  directed  to  the  owner  or  owners,  consignee  or  con- 
signees of  said  ship  or  other  vessel,  shall  be  so  subject  to 
postage  charge  as  aforesaid,  whether  addres.sed  to  any  per- 
son in  the  United  States  or  elsewhere;  provided  it  is  done 
by  the  packet  or  other  ship  ol' a  Government  imposing  for- 
eign postage  on  letters  or  mailable  maiter  conveye<i  by  any 
packet  or  other  ship  of  the  United  States;  and  such  letters 
or  other  mailable  matter  carried  in  foreign  picket-ships  or 
other  vessels,  exci  pt  such  as  may  be  directed  to  the  owner 
or  owners, consignee  or  consignees,  as  aforesaid,  are  heieby 
required  to  be  delivered  into  tile  United  States  post  office  by 
the  masters  or  coimnamlers  of  all  »u<-h  packets  or  other 
vessels  when  ariiving,  ami  to  be  taken  from  a  United  States 
post  office  when  departing;  and  for  relu.--ing  or  lading  lo  do 
so,  or  for  conveying  said  letters  over  or  across  the  United 
States,  or  any.poition  tlereol,  the  party  oH'eiiding  sh.ill,  on 
conviction,  forfeit  and  pay  not  exceeding  live  thousand  dol- 
lars for  each  otfenee. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


rescntatives  in  Congress  from  that  State  to  use  their  Influ- 
ence in  favor  of  the  passage  of  a  law  which  shall  secure  to 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  officers  and  soldiers  who  fall  in 
battle,  or  who  die  of  wounds  received  in  the  -ervice  of  the 
country,  pensions  equal  to  the  pay  proper  of  said  officers  or 
soldiers. 

By  Mr.HAl,L,ofNew  York  :  Jointresolntionsof  the  Sen- 
ate and  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in  favor  of  grant- 
ing to  tke  widows  and  orphans  of  officers  and  soldiers  who 
fail  in  battle,  pensions  equal  to  the  pay  proper  of  such  offi- 
cers and  soldiers. 

Bv  Mr.  TUCK  :  The  memorial  of  W.  R.  Ashard  for  relief. 

By  Mr.  TWEEDY:  The  petition  of  I. ncas  Van  Oiden  and 
47  tithers,  for  a  post  route  from  Smnndt  to  Fond  (In  Lae,  in 
Wisconsin,  via  Geonomowook,  Neosho,  and  Maysville. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas:  The  petitition  of  the 
legal  representalives  of  Captain  William  Armstrong. 

By  Mr.  MORS  R,  of  Louisiana:  The  petition  of  J.  B.Hyde, 
praying  for  an  alteration  in  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in 
relation  to  the  tjranting  of  patents  to  foreigners. 

By  Mr.  BOTTS:  The  memorial  of  enlisted  men  of  Ord- 
nance department,  praying  to  be  placed  on  a  footing  with  the 
tidops  of  the  lino,  so  far  as  relates  to  bounty  and  pensions. 
Also,  the  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Richmond.  Virginia, 
asking  an  appropriation  for  the  establislinient  of  a  brf-ak- 
water  near  the  north  point  of  the  island  of  Nantucket. 

By  Mr.  MARSH:  The  petition  of  N.  L.  Reese  and  238 
others,  pravina  for  the  restoration  of  peace  with  Mexico. 

By  Mr.  KENNON:  The  petition  of  Isaac  Lewis  and  41 
other  citizens  of  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  praying  for  a  reduc- 
tion of  postage  and  the  unconditional  abolishment  of  the 
franking  privilege. 


PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  memorials  and  pelitionn  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  EDWARDS:  The  petition  of  Gardner  Herring, 
asking  a  pension  for  injuries  received  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain. 

By  Mr.  McCLEltNAND;  The  petition  of  n  number  of 
citizens  of  Hardin  ccmiily,  Illinois,  praying  Cmigress  to  grant 
nnlhorily  for  the  rc-locaiion  of  a  ceitain  Bcction  of  school 
lan>l. 

By  Mr.  NELSON:  A  Joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature 
of  tliu  Suttu  uf  New  York,  rstiuedtiui:  tb«  Seuntom  und  Rep- 
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Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a 
memorial  from  Sampson  &  Tappan  and  other 
merchants  and  importers  of  the  city  of  Boston. 

These  memorialists  represent  (said  Mr.  D.)  that 
the  tariff  of  1846  contains  provisions  which  com- 
pel them  lo  have  the  duly  assessed  on  the  invoice 
value;  that  on  many  articles,  such  as  liquors, 
sugars,  oils,  &c.,  there  is  great  wastage,  either 
from  leakage  or  evaporation,  and  the  articles,  on 
being  landed,  fall  short  in  s^uge,  weight,  or  meas- 
ure, from  the  quantity  represented  by  the  invoice 
to  have  been  shipped  at  the  jilace  of  exportation, 
and  thus  the  importers  have  been  obliged  to  pay 
duty  on  the  full  quantity.  They  ask  that  the 
clause  may  be  so  amended  that  some  allowance 
shall  be  made,  in  estimating  duties,  for  any  defi- 
ciency from  the  invoice.  Although  he  did  not 
regard  it  as  a  very  grave  or  great  matter,  still  he 
might  be  pardoned  for  callina:  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  the  subject,  and  asking 
that  committee  to  take  it  into  consideration  and 
make  an  early  report. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  a  memorial  in  rela- 
tion to  the  claim  of  William  Parkeson,  a  soldier 
in  the  war  of  1812,  for  a  pension  ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  LEWIS  presented  a  petition  from  John  F. 
Callan,  and  other  citizens  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, asking  the  enactment  of  a  law  to  incorporate 
the  Washington  Gas-light  Company;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  a  petition  from  William 
Greer,  asking  the  payment  of  an  amount  of  postage 
claimed  fr(nn  him  by  the  Post  Office  Depaitment; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from  Isaac  W. 

Taylor  and  other  legal  representatives  of  Jacques 

Clamorgan,  in  relation  to  claims  on  lands;  which 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

REPORTS   FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  reported  House  bill  directing 
the  mode  for  settling  the  claims  of  Charles  G, 
Ridgcly,  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Pubfio 
Lands,  reported  the  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of 
reserved  lands,  and  for  other  purposes,  without 
amendment. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  asking  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorial  of  David  B.  Sears. 

Mr.  UPHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on 
the  claims  of  the  executors  of  Nathan  Lamme. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  IIou.se  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Converse,  widow  of  Josiah 
Converse,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  llevolmionary  Claims. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mi.>isissi|)pi,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions,  reported  a  biU  for  the  relief  of 
Christopher  Cunni)n;hum. 
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Mr.  DAVIS  stated  that  this  was  a  case  of  ur- 
gent necessity,  the  individual  being  without  the 
means  of  support.  There  could  be  no  hesitation 
aliout  the  justice  of  the  claim,  and  he  hoped  the 
rules  of  the  Senate  would  be  suspended,  and  that 
the  bill  might  be  now  considered. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
considered,  read  a  third  lime,  and  passed. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Har- 
ding, without  amendment. 

Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  the  bill  relating  to  dower,  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  the  following  House  bills,  without  amend- 
ment: For  the  relief  of  Thomas  Badger;  an  act 
granting  a  pension  to  John  Morrison;  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  William  P.  Brady;  and  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  Samuel  Cony. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  the  Marquis  de  Fougieres, 
and  asked  its  immediate  consideration. 

Mr.  TURNEY  asked  if  the  bill  had  received 
the  examination  of  a  committee. 

Mr.  DOWNS  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  TURNEY  objected. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  explained  the  bill  in  an  under 
tone  to  Mr.  T. 

Mr.  TUPcNEY  then  withdrew  his  objection. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  said  he  was  unwilling  to  see  a 
bill  hurried  through  without  time  being  allowed 
for  a  proper  understanding  of  it.  He  understood 
the  object  of  the  bill  was  to  confer  some  privilege 
with  reference  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  he  was 
opposed  to  granting  privileges  to  an  individual 
which  were  not  generally  enjoyed  by  other  parties 
in  that  court.  He  wished  i'or  some  further  infor- 
mation on  the  subject. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained  that  the  right  of  ap- 
peal to  the  Supreme  Court  in  this  case  was  asked 
for,  because,  in  consequence  of  the  unavoidable 
delay  caused  by  the  residence  of  the  parties  in 
France,  the  time  to  which  the  right  of  appeal  was 
limited  had  transpired.  The  case  was  between 
the  parties  and  the  United  States,  and  the  latter 
ought  not  to  be  placed  in  the  position  of  taking 
improper  advantage  of  the  necessary  lapse  of  time. 
He  hoped  there  would,  therefore,  be  no  objection 
to  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  expressed  himself  gratified  and 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  explanation. 

The  bill  was  then  considered,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED  ON  LEAVE. 

Mr.  HALE,  on  leave,  introduced  an  act  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act  for  the  more  equitable  distribution 
of  the  navy  pension  fund;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
respecting  certain  surveys  in  the  State  of  Florida; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  BADGER  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  purchase,  for' 
the  use  of  the  Senate,  two  thousand  copies  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  of  America,  with  an  alphabelical 
analysis,  prepared  and  published  by  W.  Hickey,  provided 
that  llie  same  can  lie  purchased  at  a  price  per  copy  not  exceed- 
ing that  paid  for  10,0  0  copies  ordered  to  be  purchased  by  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  adopted  18th  February,  1847. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  three  thousand 
extra  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  mar- 
tial in  the  case  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fremont 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  on  Monday 
by  Mr.  Badger,  was  taken  up  and  adopted: 

Remlvcd,  That  the  Coniuiiltee  on  Printing  he  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expi^diency  of  repealing  the  joint  resolu- 
tion, approved  August  .'i,  1846,  erjiilled  "A  joint  resolution 
directing'  the  manner  ol'  iirocuring  the  printing  for  the  two 
Bcssions  of  Congress." 

Mr.  BADGER  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  report- 
ed by  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OHice  and  Post 
Roads  "  to  declare  the  true  intent  and  meaning, 
so  far  as  respects  liie  franking  privilege  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  of  the  act  af)|)roved  1st  March, 
1845;"  which  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  passed. 


GENERAL    ORDERS. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  private  calendar;  when  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Captain  Foxall  A.  Parker,  of  the  United  States 
Navy,  after  having  been  duly  considered,  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  and,  by 
unanimous  consent,  was  subsequently  read  a  third- 
time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  repeal  the 
act  of  2d  March,  1847,  concerning  pilots;  when — 

Mr.  MILLER  expi-essed  the  hope  that  the  friends 
of  the  bill  would  not  press  its  consideration  at  this 
time,  when  the  Senate  was  thin. 

Mr.  DIX  said  he  had  no  disposition  to  press  the 
bill  at  that  moment,  when  the  hour  had  arriived 
for  taking  up  the  special  order.  He  would  there- 
fore move  that  it  be  passed  over  informally,  and  it 
would  come  up  to-morrow  as  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness during  the  morning  hour.  The  motion  was 
agreed  to.  *• 

SUPREME  COURT. 

Mr.  MANGUM  then  rose  and  said,  that  at  a 
late  hour  on  a  previous  session  of  the  Senate,  he 
had  moved  to  lay  on  the  table  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  upon  the  bill  concerning  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  he  now  moved  to  take  up  that  motion 
for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  its  consideration. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion,  which  were  ordered;  and,  the  question 
having  been  taken,  it  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Bell,  Berrien,  Breese,  Butler, 
Clarke,  Crittenden,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Downs,  Greene, 
Hannegan,  Mangum,  Mason,  Miller,  Niles,  Pearce,  Phelps, 
Rusk,  and  Uphani — 19. 

NAy^ — Messrs.  A.'^hley,  Badger,  Bagby,  Benton,  Bright, 
Calhoun,  Cameron,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Dix, 
Fetch,  Hale,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Spruauce,Turney, 
and  Westcott— 17. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  observed  that  the  vote  which  had 
just  been  given  was  numerically  the  same  as  that 
on  refusing  to  engross  the  bill;  in  the  former  case 
the  vote  stood  yeas  17,  nays  19.  It  was  evident, 
therefore  that  the  Senate  was  not  more  full  than 
when  that  vote  was  taken. 

Mr.  MANGUM  thought  the  Senate  was  now 
as  full  as  it  was  likely  to  be,  and  he  therefore 
moved  to  proceed  to  vote  on  the  question  of  recon- 
sideration. Should  that  motion  prevail,  he  would 
be  willing  to  postpone  the  question  on  the  bill  to 
another  day. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken, 
resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Bell,  Berrien,  Breese,  Butler, 
Cameron,  Clarke,  Corwin,  Crittenden,  Davis  of  Ma.ssachu- 
setts,  Downs,  Greene,  Hannegan,  Hunter,  Mangum,  Mason, 
Miller,  Nilcs,  Pearee,  Phelpsj  Rusk,  and  Uphani— 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Ashley,  Badger,  Bagby,  Benton,  Bright, 
Calhoun,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Fetch,  Hale, 
Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Spruance,  Turney,  and  West- 
cott— 16. 

Mr.  MANGUM  then  ob.served  that  he  did  not 
care  to  press  the  vote  at  this  time,  and  if  the  Sen- 
ator from  Arkansas  would  intimate  any  early  day 
he  would  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  then  intimated  Monday  next;  to 
which  Mr.  MANGUM  assented;  and  it  was  or- 
dered that  the  question  should  be  the  special  order 
for  that  day  at  one  o'clock. 

CALIFORNIA   CLAIMS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  ascertaining  and  paying  certain  claims  in 
California. 

The  bill  being  under  consideration  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole- 
Mr.  MASON  rose,  and  said  he  would  confine 
himself  in  his  remarks  to  the  bill  before  the  Sen- 
ate, and  the.  matters  which  are  properly  connected 
with  it.  Adverting  to  the  charge  which  had  been 
made  against  the  United  States  of  commencing  a  j 
war  of  aggression  against  a  sister  Republic,  he 
expressed  regret  that  such  a  charge  should  have 
been  made,  not  only  by  the  press,  but  on  the  floor 
of  legislation,  as  he  looked  on  it  as  the  only  dark 
spot  which  would  appear  on  the  page  of  the  present 
day.  He  asserted  that  the  accusation  was  unsus- 
tainable by  fact;  that  it  would  be  denied  by  the 
records  of  Congress;  and  that  history  would  estab- 
lish the  truth.  The  war  was  just  in  its  conception, 
and  the  manner  in  which  it  had  been  conducted 
reflected  honor  on  our  country. 

The  California  claims  became  interesting,  not 

merely  on  the  historical  grounds  set  forth  by  the 

I  Senator  from    Missouri,   but   because  they  were 

I  ba»ed  on  services  performed  without  the  sanction 


of  Government;  and  it  was  proper  that  the  grounds 
on  which  they  were  to  be  allowed  ought  to  be 
placed  clearly  before  the  country.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs  had  reported  fully  on  the 
.subject,  and  the  claims  had  been  explained  by 
Colonel  Fremont  himself.  Some  part  of  the  ser- 
vices had  been  accidental  in  their  occurrence,  before 
the  commencement  of  the  war.  The  officer  in 
comiTiand  was  fully  justified  in  the  course  he  took. 
He  then  repeated  briefly  the  history  of  the  expe- 
dition under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fremont;  glanced 
at  the  condition  of  California,  and  the  danger  which 
menced  her  freedom  from  British  influences,  which 
were  actively  at  work;  reading  from  printed  reports 
and  correspondence  in  corroboration  and  illustra- 
tion of  his  statements.  He  also  referred  to  the 
diflicukies  which  Colonel  Fremont  had  to  contend 
against,  in  consequence  of  the  dissatisfaction  of 
the  inhabitants  of  California,  and  the  necessity  of 
guardmg  against  and  suppressing  internal  insur- 
rections. He  particularly  dwelt  on  the  fact  that 
the  movements  of  a  hostile  character  on  the  part 
of  Colonel  Fremont,  which  took  place  before  the 
war  had  properly  commenced,  were  unauthorized 
by  our  Government,  and  consequently  that  the 
Administration  could  not  be  properly  held  respon- 
sible for  them. 
The  claims  amounted  to  $700,000;  and  he  thought 
Congress  was  bound  to  pay  them.  But  he  did  not 
wish  to  see  a  board  constituted,  as  this  was  in  the 
bill  itself,  as  he  regarded  this  as  a  usurpation  of 
the  appointing  power  by  the  Senate,  which  was, 
in  his  opinion,  an  unjustifiable  encroachment. 

For  the  purpose  of  amendment,  he  moved  to  re- 
commit the  bill  with  the  following  instructions: 
"so  to  amend  the  bill  as  to  provide  that  aboard 
'  consisting  of  two  competent  persons  as  commis- 
'  sioners  shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by 
'and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
'  with  power  to  examine  into  and  determine  the 
'  claims  and  demands  arising  out  of  the  late  mili- 
*  tary  operations  in  California  in  the  bill  mention- 
'ed.'" 

Mr.  CASS  said,  as  he  did  not  see  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina,  who  desired  to  speak  on  the 
bill,  in  his  seat,  he  would  move  that,  by  general 
consent,  the  bill  be  passed  over  informally. 

Mr.  RUSK  here  made  a  movemejit;  when — 

Mr.  CASS  said  that  he  did  not  know  that  the 
Senator  from  Texas  intended  to  speak.  In  that 
case  he  would  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  RUSK  said  he  wished  to  say  a  few  words, 
but  he  was  not  anxious  to  go  on  at  the  present 
moment;  any  other  time  would  suit  him  as  well. 

Mr.  MANGUM  renewed  the  request  that  the 
bill  be,  by  general  consent,  informally  passed  over; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  Executive  business.  After  some  time,  the  dooj'a 
were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Thursday,  ^^prinS,  1848. 

Mr.  Horace  Mann,  of  Massachusetts,  elected 
to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of 
the  Hon.  John  GluiNCY  Adajis,  appeared  this  day, 
was  qualified  according  to  law,  and  took  his  seat 
in  the  House. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED  ON  LEAVE. 

By  Mr.  FEATHERSTON:  A  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  citizens  of  Lowndes  county,  Mississippi. 
Read  t^ice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

By  Mr.  TALLMADGE:  A  bill  to  establish  a 
branch  mint  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

REPORTS   FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  STANTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  i-eported  an  amendment  to  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1849,  accompanied  by  a  report. 
The  ainendmetit  was  committed. 

Mr.  SMITfl,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Territories,  reported  a  bill  for  the  admission 
of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  into  the  Union,  Read 
twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  MEADE  asked  leave  to  report  the  follow- 
ing preamble  and  resolution  from  the  Committee 
on  tlie  Judiciary: 

VVheiens  much  lime  and  money  are  imnually  expended  by 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  iu  legislutiug  on  privatu 
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claim-,  ami  expiTieiice  h.-is  proved  that  it  is  not  only  a  te- 
dious and  fx|)i-ii.-ive,  but  al^o  an  iiiiperlect  mode  of  udmiii- 
istKriiicjiiticc: 

lies  t  eil,  'I'hat  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  inquire 
into  tlie  c.vpediency  of  providing'  bylaw  a  trilmnal  hcfure 
which  all  claims  a<;aiii»t  the  United  States  by  individuals 
shall  be  [irosecuted  and  determined  on  the  principles  of 
equity  ;  and  that  said  coininittee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill 
or  utlicrwise. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  said,  as 
that  subject  was  now  before  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  (having  been  referretl  lo  it  by  resolution,) 
he  objected  to  the  reception  of  the  resolution. 

Tlie  resolution  was  not  received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RHETT,  it  was 

ile-o/ccd,  Tliat  the  L'oinniiU(  e  on  Revolutionary  Claims 
do  inquire  into  th^-  expediency  of  allowing  to  the  heirs  of 
Captain  John  D.  Trevjih  ,  a  captain  in  the  Ibarlli  regiment 
oi' artillery  of  tlie  .'-'oMth  Carolina  line,  coinmutalion  pay, on 
account  of  the  military  services  of  the  said  John  !>.  Treville 
iu  the  Revolution. 

BRANCH  MINT  AT  NEW  YORK. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  to  reconsider  tlie  vote 
by  which  the  bill,  introduced  by  Mr.  Tallmadge, 
to  establish  a  branch  mint  in  the  city  of  New  York 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  with 
a  view  lo  move  its  reference  to  tiie  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the 
message  of  the  President  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  made  a  remark  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Pollock,  which  was  inaudible  to  the  reporter. 

The  question  on  reconsidering  was  put  and 
nsrced  to,  and  the  bill  was  then  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

THE   CONTESTED   ELECTION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana, 
the  House  pioceeded  lo  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  in  the  case 
of  the  contested  election  from  the  sixth  Congres- 
sional district  of  New  York. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  chairman  of  the  committee, 
proceeded  to  state  the  facts  of  the  case  and  the 
reasons  why  a  majority  of  the  committee  had  re- 
ported in  favor  of  the  contestant,  James  Monroe, 
and  against  the  sitting  member,  David  S.  Jackson. 

The  contestant'scase  was  principally  based  on  an 
allegation  that  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  forty- 
tliree  paupers,  fi-om  the  almshouse  and  hospital 
in  the  eighteenth  ward  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
voted  at  the  third  election  district  of  that  ward, 
from  which  tlrcy  had  not  been  admitted  to  those 
institutions,  and  where,  it  was  argued,  they  con- 
sequently were  not  residents,  and  not  entitled  to 
vote — and  that  these,  together  with  several  con- 
victs from  Blackwell's  Island,  and  some  other 
illegal  votes,  counterbalanced  the  majority  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-three  votes,  which  the  returns 
showed  the  sitting  member  to  have  received,  leav- 
ing Mr.  .Monroe  a  majority  of  fourteen. 

The  minority  of  the  Committee  of  Elections  re- 
ported in  favor  of  the  tight  of  Mr.  Jackson.  The 
right  of  paupers  to  vote  was  examined  and  main- 
tained, in  view  of  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the 
Stale  of  New  York;  and  the  facts  and  the  testi- 
mony on  which  the  contestant  maintained  his  claim 
were  reviewed,  and  deemed  insufficient  to  unseat 
the  sitting  member. 

The  case  was  argued  by  Mr.  THOMPSON  for 
the  contestant,  and  by  Mr.  MURPHY  and  Mr. 
COBB,  of  Ge(n-gia,  for  the  sitting  member. 

[Ml-.  Mlrpiiy  has  furnished  us  the  following  as 
the  substance  of  his  remarks: 

Mr.  MURPHY  said,  the  conclusions  to  which 
he  had  arrived,  after  a  most  careful  examination 
of  the  case  and  the  evidence,  were  so  different 
from  those  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  report- 
ing, and  so  conclusive  to  lii.s  own  mind,  that  he 
V  ould  venture  to  lay  them  before  the  House.  He 
might  add  another  reason  why  he  should  trespass 
on  the  time  of  the  House.  It  was  because  he  had 
observed  the  most  studious  efibrts  made  to  pre- 
judge lliiy  case — lie  would  not  say  in  tins  House, 
but  through  the  public  prints.  These  efforts  had 
been  made  in  every  direction.  From  this  source 
we  have  heard  it  repeated  over  and  over  again,  that 
immense  frauds  were  perpetrated  in  the  Congres- 
nional  district,  the  right  of  whose  Representative 
to  a  seat  on  this  floor  is  now  contested.  It  had 
been  charged  that  even  convicts  were  taken  froni 
the  State  [)rison,  and  |ieriiiitled  to  vote  in  this  dl.s- 
Irict.  Not  only  had  the  contesinnt  himself  indulged 
in  making  this  charge,  but  the  miijorily  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  their  report,  (notwitlisianding  the  prot-^ 
e.^iaiions  of  its  chairman,  Mr.  R.  W.  Tiiomi-son,) 
Iiiive  even  gone  out  of  their  way  to  say  that  frauds 
of  this  kind  have  been  perpetrated.     He  uiserted 


that  there  was  no  ease  of  fact  in  the  evidence  to 
warrant  such  a  charge,  either  on  the  part  of  the 
contestant  or  the  committee.  But,  on  the  contrary, 
there  was  ample  proof  that  no  such  frauds  were 
perpetrated  at  all,  much  less  in  the  district  at  the 
election  under  consideration.  To  sustain  this  af- 
firmation, he  quoted  from  the  report  and  printed 
evidence  a  number  of  extracts — all  going  to  show, 
from  an  investigation  before  the  grand  jury  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  (where  these  alleged  election 
frauds  were  made  a  subject  of  presentment  imme- 
diately after  the  election,)  that  there  was  not  a 
particle  of  proof  to  sustain  the  charge;  but  that, 
on  the  contrary,  the  fraud  that  was  attempted  was 
detected  and  prevented;  and  no  such  illegal  voting 
as  was  charged  did  actually  take  place.  He  felt  it 
his  duty  to  say  thus  much,  not  only  in  justice  to 
the  sitting  member,  but  to  his  State,  where,  though 
there  were  unprincipled  men,  as  elsewhere,  who 
might  meditate  an  outrage  on  the  ballot-box,  there 
were  also  vigilan? officers  and  citizens  enough  to 
prevent  the  successful  perpetration  of  such  frauds. 

Mr.  M.  then  went  into  an  examination  of  the 
general  facts  of  the  case,  stating  first,  particularly, 
that  he  disagreed  with  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee both  as  to  the  law  and  the  focts;  and  adding, 
that,  as  he  understood  the  report,  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  was  incorrect  in  his  statement  that 
the  minority  of  the  committee  agreed  with  him  as 
to  the  construction  of  the  law. 

He  then  read  the  suffrage  qualifications  by  the 
constitution  of  the  State  of  New  York,  which  pro- 
vides also  where  the  elector  shall  vote.  The  qual- 
ifications of  a  voter  are,  that  he  must  be  a  free 
white  male  citizen,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  a  res- 
ident of  the  State  one  year  and  of  the  county  six 
months.  With  these  qualifications  he  has  a  right 
to  vote,  and  he  must  vote  in  the  town  or  ward  in 
which  he  actually  resides,  and  not  elsewhere.  This 
provision  of  the  constitution  speaks  of  the  resi- 
dence of  the  voter  in  the  State  and  county,  and 
makes  adistiction  between  this  and  the  place  where 
he  actually  7-esides.  Tlie  former  was  his  residence 
in  legal  intendment,  the  latter  the  place  where  he 
happened  to  be  at  the  time  of  the  election.  The 
latter  was  not  a  qualifiation  for  voting,  but  a  direc- 
tion where  a  qualified  voter  should  vote. 

Mr.  M.  then  proceeded  to  deny  the  power  of  the 
State  Legislature  to  change  a  constitutional  provi- 
sion; and  to  show  that  the  law  of  Nev/  York  of 
1842,  which  provides  that  no  person  shall  be  deemed 
to  have  acquired  or  lost  his  residence  by  remaining 
at  school,  consignment  loan  almshouse,  or  service 
in  the  army  or  navy,  &c.,  was,  in  case  it  was  con- 
strued to  prevent  a  pauper  in  the  almshouse  from 
voting  in  the  district  where  the  almshouse  was 
situated,  who  had  been  an  inhabitant  of  the  State 
for  one  year  and  a  resident  of  the  county  six 
months,  in  conflict  with  the  New  York  State  con- 
stitution— giving  several-  cases  by  way  of  illustra- 
tion— and  was  tliferefore  pro  tanlo  void. 

It  was  not  contended  by  the  minority  that  these 
paupers  acquired  a  legal  residence  by  being  in  the 
almshouse.  They  contended  only  that  the  alms- 
house was  their  actual  residence.  The  constitu- 
tion of  New  York  intended  to  give  all  free  white 
men,  rich  or  poor,  the  right  to  vote;  and  a  free 
black  may  vote,  if  he  possesses  a  freehold  of  the 
value  of  $250. 

He  then  proceeded  to  show  that  even  if  the  pau- 
pers were  not  entitled  to  vote,  the  sitting  member 
still  held  a  just  claim  to  his  seat.  Because  of  an 
error  in  the  figures  of  the  majority  report,  he  show- 
ed that  the  result  should  have  been  stated  afl52 
pauper  votes  for  Jackson,  instead  of  157.  The 
committee  had  charged  Jackson,  the  sitting  mem- 
ber, in  the  first  place,  with  162  pauper  votes;  they 
then  admitted  that  five  of  these  had  voted  for  Mon- 
roe, the  contestant.  They  deducted  five  from  the 
162,  and  charged  Jackson  with  157,  but  neglected 
to  charge  Monroe  with  five,  or,  what  is  the  same, 
to  charge  Jackson  with  a  net  pauper  vote  of  152. 
This  left  Monroe's  majority  only  nine,  according 
to  the  figures  of  the  committee. 

Having  taken  off  these  five  pauper  votes,  he 
proceeded  to  look  at  the  balance,  and  showed  how 
the  152  pauper  votes  were  made  up — making  copi- 
ous reference  to  tiie  printed  evidence,  and  criti- 
cising Mr.  Eell's  testimony  in  relation  to  these 
paujier  voters  designated  in  schedule  C  of  the 
[irinted  testimony.  He  showed  that  John  Mc- 
Gowan,(orMcGovern,)  William  Harrison,  James 
Morrill,  George  Carr,  and  Daniel  Moran — five 
names   proved    beyond    question    lo    be    charged 


against  the  silting  member — were  not  in  the  alms- 
house at  the  "time  of  the  election,  but  had,  been 
discharged  several  weeks  before  the  election.  He 
mentioned  also  other  seven  names  of  this  schedule, 
charged  against  the  sitting  member,  who  were 
never  in  the  almshouse  at  all.  He  proposed  to 
throw  three  of  these  out  of  the  question,  in  conse- 
quence of  imperfections  in  the  almshouse  register. 
Others  were  charged  against  the  sitting  member, 
who  were  not  admitted  to  the  almshouse  till  after 
the  election;  and  thus  he  added  two  names,  which 
he  proposed  to  throw  out  of  the  question.  He 
proceeded  in  these  examinations  to  the  close  of  the 
hour,  showing  in  the  total  twenty  votes  thus  im- 
properly charged  against  the  silting  member;  which 
result  would  still  leave  him  a  majority  of  votes, 
the  legality  of  which  must  be  admitted  by  all.] 

Mr.  NICOLL  moved  an  ailjournment;  but  he 
withdrew  that  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  who  moved  a  call  of  the 
House. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken, 
and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  76,  nays 
96. 

Mr.  VAN  DYKE  said  he  presumed  the  motion 
just  disposed  of  had  been  designed  simply  to  gain 
time,  and  as  there  was  no  disposition  on  his  side 
to  come  to  a  hasty  conclusion,  he  moved  that  the 
House  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  PUTNAiM  :  Concurrent  resolutions  of  the  Lecis- 
latnre  of  New  York  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to  secure  to  the 
widows  and  ojphaiis  of  otticers  and  soldiers  wlio  fall  in  bat- 
tle or  die  of  wounds  received  in  the  service  peiisioiis  equal 
to  tlie  pay  proper  of  such  otiicers  and  soldiers. 

By  Mr.  MctLEltNAND:  The  petition  of  C.  C.  Hopkins 
and  James  A.  tetuart,  postina-ters,  and  others,  of  Wayne, 
Marion,  and  Hamilton  counties,  praying  the  establishment 
of  a  post  route  from  Hickory  Hill,  in  Marion  county,  to  Mc- 
Cleansboio',  in  Hamilton  county. 

By  Mr.  CHAPMAN:  The  memorial  of  the  Corporation  of 
Washington,  for  an  appropriation  of  money  or  lands  to  aid 
public  schools  in  Wasiiiiigton.  Also,  the  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  the  eastern  secti(ni  of  the  District  of  Culumbia,  pray- 
ing that  the  Eastern  Branch  bridges  in  said  District  may  be 
made  free. 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Iowa:  The  petition  of  Josiah 
McCasky,  praying  for  a  revision  of  the  laws  in  regard  to  fu- 
gitives from  justice. 

By  Mr.  CROWELL:  The  petition  of  Alpheus  Wright, 
Sidney  Edgerton ,  and  others,  citizens  of  Tallinadge,  Summit 
county,  Uhio,  praying  Congress  to  grant  the  prayer  of  Asa 
Wliitney,  esq.,  of  New  York,  by  selling  apart  during  the 
present  session  the  strip  of  land  prayed  for  by  Mr.  \\'hitney, 
for  the  pur|iose  of  constructing  a  railroad  from  Lake  Michi- 
gan to  the  I'acific  Ocean. 

By  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York:  The  petition  and  other 
pap^'is  of  Naanian  Goodsell,  asking  pay  for  L-ervices  and  ex- 
penses incurred  in  attending  before  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  give  iiilbrniation  in  regard  to  our  lake  trade. 

By  Mr.  K.AUFM  AN :  The  petition  of  W.  Baker,  for  com- 
pensation for  wheels  and  h)oms  furnished  the  Choctaws. 

By  Mr.  MCOLL:  The  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Under- 
writirs  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  others,  for  the  erection 
of  a  breakwater  on  the  northeastern  point  on  the  Island  of 
Nantucket. 

By  Mr.  STEWART,  of  Penii.sylvania:  The  petition  of 
Silas  Reed,  a  citizen  of  Missouri,  preferring  numerous 
charges  of  official  misconduct  against  F.  R-  Conway,  esq., 
surveyor  general  for  the  States  of  Illinois  and  Missouri. 

By  Mr.  PHELPS:  'I'he  petition  of  James  Rank/n  and 
others,  citizens  of  township  y8,  of  range  2-J,  Hickory  county, 
Missouri,  praying  to  be  permitted  to  select  ^eclioii  29,  in  the 
same  township,  in  lieu  of  the  16th  section.  Also,  that  the 
p:'lition  of  John  Davenport,  for  arrears  of  pension,  be  taken 
from  the  files  of  the  Clerk's  ortice. 


IN  SENATE. 
TnuRiSDAT,  Jipril  13,  1848. 

Mr.  BELL  presented  a  petition  from  citizens  of 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  the  surrounding  coun- 
try, praying  for  an  appropriation  for  the  repair  of 
the  dam  at  Cumberland  Island,  in  the  Ohio  river; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BELL  then  moved  that  the  previous  orders 
be  postponed,  and  that  the  Senate  now  [iroceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  relating  to  this. subject. 
If  the  appropriation  was  to  be  made  at  all,  it  should, 
to  effect  any  good,  be  made  now.  He  anticipated 
no  opposition  lo  the  bill,  and  hoped  the  Senate 
would  agree  to  his  motion. 

Mr.  BAGBY,  regarding  this  as  one  of  the  ineas- 
ures  the  constitutionality  of  which  was  exceedingly 
doubtful,  expressed  a  hope  that  the  motion  would 
not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BELL  briefly  replied  that  he  presumed,  as 
the  Senator  from  Alabama  felt  a  difficulty  on  the 
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.subject,  he  would  vote  against  the  postponement 
of  the  previous  orders.  As  tiiis,  however,  was  not 
a  debatable  motion,  he  would  refrain  from  enter- 
itig  into  any  argument  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
Senator  from  Alabama  would  withdraw  his  oppo- 
sition. The  oliject  of  this  bill  was  not  within  the 
scopeof  I  he  objections  which  had  been  urged  against 
woiks  of  internal  improvement. 

Mr.  DIX  said  the  Senate  had  yesterday  post- 
poned the  pilot  bill  until  this  morning,  on  his 
motion,  and  he  believed  it  was  the  general  under- 
standing that  he  should  be  allowed  a  brief  space, 
in  the  morning  hour,  to  explain  liis  views  on  the 
subject.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  would  withdraw  his  motion,  and 
renew  it  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BELL.  Certainly;  with  great  pleasure.  I 
will  then  give  notice  that  I  shall  make  this  motion 
in  the  morning  hour  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MANGUM  pi-esented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  asking  that  Congress 
will  purchase  Mount  Vernon. 

Mr.  CASS  submitted  documents  relating  to  the 
claim  of  William  Lee,  to  compensation  for  services 
as  clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Superintendent  of  In- 
dian Affairs  at  Detroit;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to 
offer  an  amendment  to  the  bill  concerning  the  Su- 
preme Court  when  it  came  up  for  discussion; 
which  was  sent  to  the  Chair  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

REPORTS    FROM    COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Elijah 
McDougall;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FELCH  also  moved  that  the  same  commit- 
tee be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  memorial  of  the  wounded  soldiers  in  the 
war  of  1812,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  the  joint  resolu- 
tion from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  H.  M.  Bar- 
ney, without  amendment. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  reported  the  bill  explana- 
tory of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  raise,  for  a 
limited  time,  an  additional  military  force,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  approved  the  11th  of  February,  i 
1847,  with  amendments.  ' 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  the  bill  relating  to  certain  surveys 
in  the  district  of  Florida,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, reported  a   bill   for  the  relief  of  Gustavus  i 
Dorr;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  MILLER,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  \ 
Affairs,  reported  the  following  House  bills,  with- 
out amendment:  An  act  for  the  relief  of  D.  Myer- 
lee;  of  Stephen  Champlin;  of  Joseph  Bryan;  of 
G.  F.  de  la  Roche  and  W.  P.  Sanger;  of  James  H. 
Conley;  of  James  Glynn;  of  Nancy  Tompkins; 
of  Elizabeth  Mays;  of  Anne  W.  Angus;  of  John 
Percival,  a  captam  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States; 
of  Edward  Gluinn;  and  the  joint  resolution  con- 
cerning the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  William 
Speiden,  purser  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOWNS, 

i?«o(i'crf,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  report  to  the  Senate  the  i|iiaiitity  of  sugar  imported  during 
the  fiscal  year  endinj;  the  30th  June,  1847,  and  the  succeed- 
ing year  to  the  close  of  the  last  quarter,  31st  March,  1818, 
reporting  the  places  from  whence  imported,  and  the  price,  at 
the  place  of  export,  of  the  several  (|ualilics  when  exported. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER, 

Reiolvad,  That  the  Secretary  pay  to  John  Skirving,  for  his 
services  in  ventilating  the  Senate  Cliainber  during  this  ses- 
sion, an  allowance  not  exceeding  the  p;iy  of  a  messenger, 
together  with  one  dollar  a  day  for  an  assistant  laborer. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Badger,  directing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senaie  to  purchase  two  thousand 
copies  of  the  edition  of  the  Con-stitution  prepared 
by  VV.  Hickey;  and  the  que.'5tion  being  on  agree- 
ing to  said  resolution,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 
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Mr.  ATCHISON  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  upon  the  resolution;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

The  question  recurring  upon  agreeing  to  the 
resolution,  it  was,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Berrien, 
ordered  that  the  further  considei'ation  thereof  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
amend  the  act  "  to  provide  for  the  transportation 
of  the  mail  between  the  United  States  and  foreign 
countries,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  the 
first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  PEARCE  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow, 
or  some  early  day  thereafter,  he  will  ask  leave  of 
the  Senate  to  introduce  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Washington  Mutual  Insurance  Company  and 
Savings  Institution.  ^ 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  gave  notice  that 
on  to-morrow,  or  some  early  day  thereafter,  he 
will  ask  leave  of  the  Senate  to  introduce  a  bill,  the 
title  of  which  he  named. 

THE  PILOT  LAWS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  of  the  bill  to  repeal  the 
act  of  2d  March,  1837,  entitled  "An  act  concern- 
ing pilots." 

Mr.  DIX.  Mr.  President;  A  bill  in  all  respects 
similar  to  this  was  before  the  Senate  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress,  but  not  finally  acted  upon  for 
want  of  time.  When  it  was  taken  up  for  consid- 
eration, 'I  explained  the  object  in  view;  but  as 
there  are  many  gentlemen  on  this  floor  who  were 
not  then  members  of  the  Senate,  I  will  recapitu- 
late, as  briefly  as  possible,  the  arguments  urged  in 
favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  proposes. to  repeal  the  act  of  2d  March, 
1837,  concerning  pilots.  The  act  proposed  to  be 
repealed  made  it  "lawful  for  the  master  or  com- 
'  mander  of  any  vessel  coming  into  or  going  out  of 
'  any  port  situate  uf)on  waters  which  are  the  bound- 
'  ary  between  two  States,  to  employ  any  pilot  duly 
'  licensed  or  authorized  by  the  laws  of  either  of  the 
'  States  bounded  on  the  said  waters,  to  or  from 
'  said  port,  any  law,  usage,  or  custom,  to  the  con- 
'  trary  notwithstanding." 

This  provision,  though  equal  and  fair  on  its  face, 
is  partial  and  unfair  in  its  operation,  as  I  will  en- 
deavor to  show. 

Before  the  American  colonies  confederated  to- 
gether for  mutual  defence  and  protection,  each 
regulated  its  own  pilotage.  When  they  became 
independent  States,  and  agreed  to  articles  of  con- 
federation and  perpetual  union  for  their  common 
government,  they  retained  respectively  the  forms 
they  had  previously  possessed  on  the  subject. 
When  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was 
adopted,  and  a  more  perfect  union  formed  between 
the  States,  it  conferred  on  Congress  the  power  "to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations, and  among 
the  several  States,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes." 
Under  tlii.s  authority,  as  is  supposed,  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  passed  an  act  at  its  first  ses- 
sion, providing  "  that  all  pilots  in  the  bays,  inlet.s, 
'  rivers,  harbors,  and  ports  of  the  United  States,  [ 
'  shall  continue  to  be  regulated  in  conformity  with 
'  the  existing  laws  of  the  States,  respectively, 
'  wherein  such  pilots  may  be,  or  with  such  laws 
'  as  the  States  may,  respectively,  hereafter  enact 
'  for  the  purpose,  until  further  legislative  provision 
'  shall  be  inade  by  Congress." 

Three  considerations  suggest  themselves  in  view 
of  this  provision: 

1.  Congress  assumed  to  possess  the  authority 
of  legislating  on  the  subject  of  pilotage,  either,  as 
is  most  probable,  under  the  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion I  have  cited  conferring  the  power  of  regulating 
commerce,  or  possibly  under  the  general  power  to 
make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  powers  expressly  given  to  Con- 
gress. I  do  not  intend  to  deny  the  authority, 
rightfully  exercised;  and  1  suppose  it  will  be  gen- 
erally C(mceded  that  the  regulation  of  pilots  is  the 
regulation  of  commerce. 

2.  Congress  adopted  the  laws  of  the  States  then 


in  force  regulating  pilots  in  those  States  respect- 
ively. By  virtue  of  this  adoption,  these  laws  ac- 
quired all  the  force  of  acts  of  Congress,  and  all 
the  regulations  contained  in  them  thenceforth  pos- 
sessed the  same  efficacy  as  they  would  have  had 
if  they  had  been  recited  in  full  in  the  act  adopting 
them.  They  became  a  part  of  the  law  of  the 
land. 

3.  Congress,  by  referring  to  and  sanctioning  the 
fuiure  legislation  of  the  States  in  respect  to  pilot- 
age, virtually  clothed  them  with  its  own  power 
o  er  the  whole  subject.  It  virtually  pronounced 
the  regulation  of  pilots  in  the  several  States  a  fit 
subject  for  local  or  municipal  legislation.  It  was, 
in  effect,  a  delegation  of  the  power  of  Congress, 
whatever  that  power  may  be,  over  the  subject  of 
pilotage,  to  the  States,  to  be  exercised  in  futuro, 
until  resumed  by  the  delegating  authority,  or,  to 
use  the  words  of  the  act,  "  until  further  legislative 
provision  shall  be  made  by  Congress."  This  act 
was  passed  on  the  7th  of  August,  1789.  I  believe 
it  was  the  ninth  act  passed  under  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  it  was  for  nearly  half  a 
century  the  only  act  passed  by  Congress  in  rela- 
tion to  the  subject  of  pilotage,  with  the  exception 
of  the  act  of  1792,  by  which  pilots  v/ere  exempted 
from  the  performance  of  militia  duty. 

TheStateof  New  York  commenced  the  regulation 
of  pilotage  for  her  principal  port  at  an  early  period 
of  her  colonial  existence.  The  first  law,  I  find,  was 
passed  in  1694,  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
years  ago,  and  about  seventy  after  the  first  settle- 
ment of  New  Amsterdam.  It  provided  for  the 
appointment  of  pilots  by  the  governor  and  council, 
and  prohibited  all  other  persons  from  piloting  any 
vessel  into  the  port  of  New  York  under  a  pecu- 
niary penalty.  From  that  time  to  the  year  1837 
the  pilotage  of  vessels  to  and  from  the  port  was 
subject  to  State  regulation.  In  this  respect  New- 
York  stood  on  the  same  footing,  nominally  and 
practically,  with  the  other  States  in  the  Union. 

In  December,  1836,  two  shipwrecks  of  a  very 
distressing  character,  from  the  extensive  loss  of  life 
with  which  they  were  attended,  occurred  on  Long 
Island — I  allude  to  the  Bristol  and  the  Mexico. 
Neither  of  these  ve.'^sels  had  a  pilot;  and  this  fact, 
combined  with  a  previous  course  of  conduct  on  the 
part  of  the  New  York  pilots,  calculated  to  create 
prejudice  against  them  in  the  public  mind,  led  to  a 
strong  feeling  of  excitement.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  there  was,  to  a  certain  extent,  just  ground  for 
this  prejudice.  The  business  of  pilotage  in  the 
city  of  New  York  had  o;rown  into  a  monopoly,  and, 
like  all  other  monopolies,  had  run  into  abuse.  No 
man  at  this  day  desires  to  revive  it.  The  number 
of  pilots  was  too  limited:  and  they  had,  by  com- 
bining and  agreeing  to  share  equally  the  receipts 
accruing  from  their  joint  services,  rendered  all  com- 
petition"useles.*,and  produced  a  relaxation  of  their 
accustomed  vigilance  in  looking  out  for  vessels  and 
bringing  them  into  port.  On  the  fullest  investiga- 
tion, however,  I  believe  they  were  exonerated  from 
all  direct  censure  on  account  of  the  |ossof  the  two 
vessels  referred  to.  But  the  system  was  not  equally 
faultless;  and,  on  the  occurrence  of  these  two  dis- 
asters, the  public  attention  having  been  strongly 
attracted  to  the  subject,  the  Legislature  of  New 
York  entered  into  a  full  investigation  of  it.  For  near- 
ly threemonthsthe  whole  subject  was  under  consid- 
eration before  committees,  or  under  discussion  on 
the  floor  of  the  two  Houses.  Few  subjects  of  legis- 
lation have  received  a  more  earnest  or  critical  ex- 
amination in  any  deliberative  body;  and  it  resulted 
in  the  passage  of  a  law  formed  with  a  reference  to 
all  the  known  and  alleged  evils  of  the  system.  A 
board  of  commissioners,  consisting  of  five  persons, 
was  authorized  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor 
and  Senate  of  the  Slate.  .It  was  made  the  duty  of 
the  board  to  examine  the  pilots  then  licensed,  and 
if  found  qualified,  to  license  them  anew,  and  also 
to  examine  and  license  every  other  person  of  full 
age  and  good  moral  character,  making  application 
for  the  p"iirpo3e,  giving  a  preference  to  those  who 
had  served  three  years  as  apprentices  to  licensed 
pilots.  The  duties  of  the  commissioners  in  other 
respects  were  carefully  defined  by  this  act:  the 
pilots  were  subjected  to  rigid  regulations;   their 
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numbers  were  increased  to  meet  theextendiiig  com- 
merce of  the  ciiy;  all  combiiiaiioDS  were  guarded 
an-aiiist,  so  as  to  jiroducc  a  free  conipetitinn;  and 
the  delects  in  the  old  system,  which  time  lind  dis- 
closed, were  provided  for  by  apiiropriate  remedies. 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying-,  if  this  act  had  been 
permitted  to  go  into  operation,  fully  and  fairly, 
without  any  interfering  or  counteracting  legislation 
on  the  part  of  Congress,  all  the  evjls  of  the  preex- 
isting system  would  have  been  remedied,  and  all 
tlic  advantages  oi'a  proper  competition  would  have 
been  fully  secured  without  any -of  the  inconveni- 
ences, inequality,  and  injustice,  which  have  result- 
ed from  the  system  now  in  force.  Or,  certainly, 
if  its  provisions  had  proved  insufficient,  the  de- 
fect would  have  been  cured  by  further  legisla- 
tion. 

But,  before  this  act  was  matured  and  passed, the 
act  of  Congress,  of  March  2,  1837,  of  which  we 
now  ask  for  the  repeal,  had  been  hurried  through 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  the  power  of 
regulating  pilotage  for  the  city  of  New  York  was 
virtually  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  S^atc.  The  object  of  this  act  of  Congress 
v.-as  to  open  the  business  of  pilotage  for  the  city  of 
New  York  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  with  a  view 
to  greater  competition  among  the  pilots  in  looking 
out  for  vessels  destined  for  that  port.  1  believe 
there  was  no  other  object  in  view  at  that  time;  and 
it  is  said  to  have  been  on  the  suggestion  of  persons 
in  New  York  that  the  State  of  New  Jersey  was 
iiiduced  to  pass  a  jailot  law,  as  she  did  a  few  weeks 
before  the  act  of  Congress  passed.  I  believe  the 
competition,  in  view  of  the  latter  act,  would  have 
been  fully  secured  by  the  law  passed  by  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  passed  after  the  careful  investi- 
gation to  wliich  I  have  already  referred.  It  broke 
up  the  old  monopoly:  it  rendered  combinations  im- 
possible; and,  in  a  word,  it  provided  a  complete 
remedy  for  preexisting  evils  and  defects.  Under 
these  circumstances,  the  interposition  of  Coiigress 
WHS  unnecessary:  it  came  in,  not  for  good,  but  for 
ill.  It  frustrated  the  proper  execution  of  the  ob- 
jects contemplated  by  the  law  of  New  York:  it  in- 
troduced other  interests  antagonistic  to  and  in  some 
degree  subversive  of  them:  it  prevented  a  proper 
regulation  of  the  system  under  the  authority  of  the 
Slate.  While  the  New  York  pilots,  under  the 
new  system,  were  subjected  to  rigid  regulationsand 
to  an  active  competition  among  themselves,  they 
found  other  coinpetitors  in  tlie  field  under  the  law 
of  New  Jersey,  persons  exempt  from  all  conti-ol 
by  the  laws  of  New  York,  and  acting  independent- 
ly of  her  authority.  After  submitting  to  this  state 
of  things  eight  years,  the  Legislature  of  New  Yovk 
believing  it  unequal  and  unjust  to  her  own  pilots, 
repealed  all  her  laws  regulating  jiilotage  by  way  of 
Sandy  Hook.  The  wJiole  subject  of  pilotage  for 
the  principal  channel  of  commurce  with  the  great 
commercial  emporium  of  the  Union  is  unregulated 
by  law,  excepting  so  far  as  the  laws  of  New  Jersey 
have  been  made  to  operate  within  the  territorial 
limits  of  New  York.  Any  person  may  pilot  a 
■vessel  into  the  port  of  New  York,  no  matter  liow 
ircomptlent  he  is.  The  pilots,  licensed  under  the 
New  York  law  of  1837,  still  retain.thcir  licenses, 
but  without  legal  regulation;  a  number  of  individ- 
uals have  received  certificates  from  a  voluntary 
association — certificates  given  \\ithout  a  shadow  of 
authority;  and  the  New  Jersey  pilots  are  exten- 
sively engaged  in  the  business  of  jiiloting;  but 
there  is..no  common  system  of  rules  established 
under  the  authority  of  the  State  of  New  York,  to 
which  cither  of  the.se  classes  of  persons  are  ame- 
nable; and  she  has  by  the  act  of  Congress  been 
deprived  of  the  power  of  establishing  a  system  to 
which  all  shall  be  required  to  conform,  and  the 
act  of  Congress  prescribes  none. 

In  order  that  there  may  be  an  end  to  this  state 
of  thniga,  we  ask  for  a  repeal  of  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, by  which  it  has  been  produced.  The  grounds 
on  winch  the  repeal  is  sought  may  be  briefly  slated 
thus: 

1.  It  is  in  the  highest  degree  unjust  to  the  State 
ofxNcw  York,  to  take  from  her  the  right  of  pro- 
vidini:,  by  such   regulations  as  she  i-ees   proper 

for  pilotiiis;  vessels  into  her  principal  ioaport the 

only  one,  indeed,  in  respect  to  v/hich  regulations 
for  pilots  are  required.  I!y  aulhorizin::  i1ie  pilots 
of  another  State,  licensed  and  governed  by  laws 
over  which  she  has  no  control,  to  lake  ves.'iels  in 
and  out  of  the  city  of  New  York,  the  State  is  vir- 
tually stripped  of  a  portion  of  her  sovereignty,  imd 
the  legislfuion  of  another  State  is  enforced,  with- 


out her  consent  and  against  her  wishes,  within  her 
ov.'ii  territorial  limits. 

2.  To  allow  pilots  licensed  under  the  laws  of 
another  State  to  bring  in  and  carry  out  vessels  to 
and  from  the  port  of  New  Y'ork,  is  authorizing 
oilicers  of  one  State  to  execute  public  fniK'tions 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  another.  We  insist 
that  if  Congress,  under  the  Constitution,  under- 
takes to  exercise  the  power  of  regulating  pilotage 
in  any  other  mode  than  by  the  adoption  of  the 
laws  of  the  States  within  their  own  respective 
limits,  if  should  do  so  directly,  by  providing  for 
the  appointment  and  government  of  pilots,  under 
rules  instituted  by  itself,  and  not  by  the  offensive, 
and,  as  is  contentled,  the  unauthorized*measure  of 
allowing  officers  or  agents  of  one  State  to  perform 
public  acts  within  the  territorial  limits  and  juris- 
diction of  another. 

3.  The  act  of  Congress  is  in  its  operation  un- 
equal as  a  regulation  of  commerce,  and,  therefore, 
in  violation  of  that  provision  of  the  Constitution 
which  declares  that  "  no  preference  shall  be  given, 
by  any  regulation  of  commerce  or  revenue,  to  the 
ports  of  one  State  over  those  ot  another."  iVIas- 
sachusetts  has  the  exclusive  regulation  of  the  pilot- 
age for  the  port  of  Boston,  Salem,  New  Bedford, 
&c.;  South  Carolina  for  Charleston;  Alabama  for 
Mobile,  &.C.;  while  New  York  is  not  permitted  to 
provide  for  the  regulation  of  pilots  for  her  princi- 
pal seaport.  While  the  jurisdiction  of  the  States 
referred  to  is  exclusive  in  respect  to  pilots  for  the 
ports  I  have  named,  hers  is  concurrent  with  the 
State  of  New  Jersey.  Besides,  there  is  no  equal- 
ity in  the  existing  sj'stem,  as  between  the  States 
of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  considered  by 
themselves.  While  the  New  Jersey  pilots  receive 
from  ;^25,000  to  pO,000  per  annum  for  piloting 
vessels  to  and  from  the  city  of  New  York,  no  New 
York  pilot,  that  I  can  learn,  receives  a  dollar  for 
piloting  a  vessel  into  a  port  in  New  Jersey.  The 
advantage  is  all  on  one  side.  The  act  of  Congress, 
though  expressed  in  general  terms,  and  apparently 
equal  in  its  eflects,  is,  from  local  circumstances, 
partial,  unequal,  and  unjust. 

4.  The  act  of  Congress  was  procured  through 
misapprehension,  by  attributing  to  the  New  York 
pilots  disasters  for  which  the'y  were  not  fairly  re- 
sponsible. 

5.  If  the  New  York  pilots  had  been  re.sponsible 
for  the  disasters  attributed  to  their  negligence,  the 
defects  of  the  system  under  which  they  were  ap- 
pointed, were  revised  by  the  legislation  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  framed  with  the  greatest  de-- 
liberation,  which  ought  to  liave  been  permitted 
to  go  into  operation,  without  interference  by  Con- 
gress. 

G.  That  the  act  of  Congress  has  led  to  dissen- 
sions and  litigation,  not  only  between  citizens  of 
dill'erent  States,  but  between  different  classes  in  the 
same  State.  The  pilots  of  Louisiana  have  been 
involved  in  litigation  with  the  pilots  of  Mississippi; 
the  pilots  of  Maryland  with  those  of  Virginia. 
One  of  the  Maryland  pilots  was  thrown  into  prison 
for  piloting  a  vessel  to  Norfolk,  and  kept  there 
until  released  under  the  insolvent  laws  of  Virginia. 
And  it  is  a  striking  illustration  of  the  impolicy  and 
the  injurious  operation  of  the  act  of  Congress,  that 
where  the  parties  concerned  stand  on  an  equal 
footing,  they  are  unanimous  in  urging  its  repeal. 
It  is  only  wlien  it  is  unequal  in  its  operation  that 
the  repeal  is  opposed.  Tiius,  the  pilots  of  Mary- 
land, though  authorized  under  the  act  to  pilot  ves- 
sels into  the  ports  of  Virginia,  on  the  Potomac  and 
Chesajieake  bay,  and  the  [)ilots  of  Virginia,  though 
authorized  to  pilot  vessels  into  the  |iorls  of  Mary- 
land oti  the  same  waters,  have  united  in  petitioning 
for  its  repeal.  The  State  of  Maryland  also,  in 
view  of  the  operation  of  llie  act  in  that  Slate,  re- 
monstrates against  it,  on  the  ground  that  it  "per- 
mits the  conflicting  jurisdiction  of  adjacent  States 
to  disturb  and  derange  the  best  systems  of  |)ilot- 
age,  which  either  may  adopt."  Sir,  the  only  rem- 
edy for  the  evils  it  lias  caused,  is  its  unconditional 
refical,  in  order  that  each  may  be  left  to  regulate 
its  own  pilotage  for  itself,  according  to  the  system 
which  existed  for  nearly  half  a  century  after  the 
organization  of  the  Federal  Government.  And  1 
will  only  add  that,  in  this  event,  I  am  sure  the 
subject  will  be  disjxised  of  by  New  York  with  a 
just  and  liberal  regard  to  her  mercantile  inten  st, 
and  in  such  manner  as  to  I'cmove  all  ground  of 
complaint  iVom  any  quarter. 

Mr.  MiLLEIl.  This  is  a  subject  of  deep  inter- 
est to  the  commercial  nnd  navigatijig  interests  of  I 


the  countrjr,  and  is  of  too  much  importance  to  be 
disposed  of  in  the  morning  hour.  I  suggested  to 
the  honorable  Senator  from  New  York  to  appoint 
a  day  for  the  consideration  of  this  bill,  when  those 
interested  in  the  matter  might  be  present,  and  li)e 
Senate  be  full.  I  do  not  propose  this  morning  to 
enter  into  the  discussion  of  the  subject,  or  to  an- 
swer the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  New  York. 
My  object  simply  is,  to  have  an  understanding  v/ith 
the  Senator,  that  this  bill  shall  either  be  set  down 
for  a  particular  day,  or,  if  passed  by  informally 
now,  that  an  understanding  maybe  had  that  it  will 
not  be  called  up  without  previous  notice.  To  one 
remark  of  the  honorable  Senator  v.'bich  he  made 
in  the  commencement  of  his  speech,  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  allude,  as  without  reply  it  might  preju- 
dice the  interests  of  some  of  those  who  are  inter- 
ested in  the  bill.  It  has  been  stated  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  York  that  this  bill  was  originally 
passed  in  a  great  hurry  by  Congress,  thus  insinu- 
ating that  it  was  passed  without  due  reflection  and 
deliberation.  Now,  it  is  true  that  the  bill  passed 
without  much  debate,  but  I  think  it  can  be  made 
perlectly  manifest  to  the  Senate,  when  they  come 
to  look  into  the  f;\cts  of  the  case,  that  if  there  was 
any  hurry,  it  was  owing  to  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  and  that  the  bill  was  promptly  passed,  in 
order  to  afford  protection  to  the  lives  and  property 
of  our  citizens.  But  however  that  may  be  with 
regard  to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  certain  it  is,  that 
there  has  been  since  abundance  of  time  for  reflec- 
tion. Every  year  since  the  passage  of  this  law, 
down  to  the  present  day,  these  pilots  of  New  York 
have  presented  themselves  here  tor  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  its  repeal.  At  one  time  it  received  the 
consideration  of  a  committee  of  this  body,  and  a 
report  was  made,  which  is  now  upon  the  files  of 
the  Senate,  and  ever  since  the  subject  has  beeij 
repeatedly  presented,  not  only  here,  but  through- 
out the  country.  It  has  thus  undergone  a  very 
attentive  examination.  After  a  most  mature  con- 
sideration of  the  whole  subject,  the  Legislature  of 
New  York  finally  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
law  as  it  now  stands  was  a  just  one,  and  sho\!M 
be  maintained:  I  spealc  of  the  resolution  which 
passed  the  Legislature  relative  to  tliis  very  subject. 
However,  I  do  not  intend  to  go  into  the  subject 
now,  but  merely  remark,  that  if  these  jiilots  showed 
half  as  much  attention  to  the  ships  coming  into  the 
port  of  New  York  as  they  have  to  this  bill,  there 
would  be  no  ground  of  complaint.  I  move  that 
the  bill  be  postponed  to  a  future  day. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts.  If  I  had  sup- 
posed that  this  bill  was  coming  up  this  morning, 
I  would  have  brought  with  me  certain  document.^ 
and  papers,  which  bear  upon  the  subject.  With- 
out going  into  the  matter  as  fully  as  1  would  have 
done  had  1  been  aware  that  the  consideration  of  it 
was  to  be  taken  up  in  the  morning  hour  to-day, 
I  may  throw  out  one  or  two  ideas  in  reference  to 
it.  I  generally  agree  with  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  New  York  on  commercial  subjects; 
but  I  cannot,  in  the  present  case,  at  all  concur 
with  his  views.  In  my  judgment,  it  is  not  ex- 
pedient to  repeal  this  law,  and  I  agree  with  my 
friend  from  New  Jersey  that  this  is  a  measure  of 
very  great  importance,  afieQting  interests  of  con- 
siderable magnitude,  and  is  not  to  be  passed  upon 
hastily  or  inconsiderately.  The  first  inquiry  that 
naturally  presents  itself  is,  who  desires  the  repeal 
of  this  law.''  So  far  as  I  arn  able  to  ascertain,  the 
repeal  of  the  law  is  not  sought  or  desired  by  any 
parties  except  the  pilots  belonging  to  the  city  of 
New  York.  I  believe  that  the  papers  relating  to 
the  subject  in  my  possession  do  not  show  that  any 
other  class  of  individuals  connected  with  the  ship- 
))ing  interest  of  the  country  desire  the  repeal  of 
the'law,  except  tlu)se  pilots.  And  why  do  they 
desire  a  repeal  of  the  law?  A  brief  reference  to 
the  history  of  the  (circumstances  in  which  the  law 
originated  may  assist  us  in  answering  this  ques- 
tion. 

It  seems  that  a  combination  existed  among  the 
New  York  pilots,  antecedent  to  the  passage  6f  this 
law,  by  which  they  entered  into  an  arrangement 
to  distribute  amongst  themselves  the  fees  received 
from  pilotage  in  that  harbor;  and  that,  in  accord- 
ance with  this  anangement,  they  divided  themselves 
into  parties,  going  down  alternately  to  Sandy 
Hook,  and  anchoring  there,  bringing  vessels  into 
port  with  as  little  inconvtmienco  to  themselves  as 
iiossible.  The  result  was  those  frightful  calam- 
ities by  shipwreck,  to  which  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  alluded,  and  which  were  ascribed   to 
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the  want  of  proper  vigilance  on  tlie  part  of  the 
pilots.  The  wreck  of  the  "Mexico,"  and  several 
oilier  vessels?,  near  the  harbor  of  New  York,  in- 
volving great  loss  of  life  and  pro[)erty,  attracted 
much  attention  to  the  subject,  and  tlie  representa- 
tions made  in  consequence  excited  investigation 
here,  and  this  law  was  the  result.  It  was  said, 
here  is  a  common  port,  partly  founded  liy  the  State 
of  New  York  and  partly  by  the  State  of  New  .Ter- 
isey.  The  pilots  of  New  Jersey  are  not  permitted 
to  bring  vessels  into  the  harbor  which  are  bound 
for  the  State  of  New  York-,  but  they  are  autho- 
rized to  bring  them  into  the  same  harbor,  provided 
they  are  bound  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  Now, 
on  this  common  water,  it  was  said,  we  will  make 
the  right  of  pilotage  a  common  right,  and  create  a 
competition,  in  order  to  see  whether  the  recurrence 
of  those  evils  maybe  prevented.  That  was  the 
argument  which  was  presented,  and  under  it  the 
law  was  passed  authorizing  tlie  pilots  of  New 
Jersey  as  well  as  tlio.se  of  New  York,  to  bring 
vessels  into  the  harbor.  Wliat  was  the  result? 
The  whole  evil  vanished  immediately.  Instead  of 
anchoring  quietly  at  Sandy  Hook,  leaving  vessels 
to  grope  their  way  into  the  harbor,  as  they  might, 
incurring  all  the  dangers  of  shipwreck,  the  pilot 
boats  are  now  often  found  one  hundred  miles  out 

•  at  sea  in  search  of  vessels.  Free  competition  has 
been  created,  shipwrecks  in  the  neighborhood  of 
that  harbor  are  almost  unknown,  and  the  pilotage 
of  that  important  harbor  has  been  placed  on  a  foot- 
ing highly  satisfactory  to  the  merchants,  ship-own- 
ers, ship-masters,  insurance  offices,  and  all  interest- 
ed in  the  navigating  and  commercial  interests  of  the 
port.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  am  authorized  to 
say  that  tiiere  is  not  a  merchant  in  the  city  of  New 
York  who  would  desire  the  repeal  of  this  law; 
but  I  think  I  am  authorized  to  say  that  every  in- 
surance office  in  that  city,  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, and  the  merchants  generally,  are  all  desirous 
that  tlie  law  should  remain  as  it  is;  and  why? 
Because  these  interests  are  safe  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  things,  whereas  they  were  unsafe  under 
the  former  arrangement.  ' 

This  is  a  brief,  general  view  of  the  case,  in  which 
the  facts  will,  I  believe,  fully  sustain  me.  My  friend 
says  that  the  present  system  works  a  little  practi- 
cal injustice  towards  theStateof  New  York.  Why, 
I  have  understood  the  honorable  Senator  from  New 
Jersey  has  intimated  that  the  New  York  pilots 
have  been  diligent  in  season  and  out  of  season, 
since  the  passage  of  the  law,  endeavoring  to  obtain 
a  repeal  of  that  law;  not  because  they  are  impelled 
or  justified  by  any  of  the  great  interests  involved, 
but  because  they  desire  a  monopoly,  under  <he 
presumption  that  they  will  make  a  proper  use  of 
their  power  if  you  repeal  this  law.  Well,  I  am 
convinced  that  none  of  those  interested  in  insurance 
business  or  in  property  afloat  upon  the  ocean,  will 
desire  that  experiment  to  be  tried.  But  tlie  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  contends  that  it  v/orks 
some  practical  inequality — that  a  certain  degree  of 
power  is  taken  from  New  York,  heretofore  con- 
ceded to  her,  and  which  ought  to  remain  there. 
Now,  what  is  the  theory  of  this  pilot  law?  I  ap- 
prehend that  my  friend  from  New  York  has  fallen 
into  a  little  error,  in  reference  to  the  exercise  of 
this  power  by  the  States.  He  says,  very  truly, 
that  in  1789  Congress  passed  a  law  recognizing, 

'  and  perhaps  adopting — 1  am  quite  willing  it  should 
be  so  regarded — the  then  existing  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  upon  the  subject  of  pilotage,  making  the 
laws  of  the  States  their  own  laws;  but  they  go  a 
step  further  than  that,  and  intimate  that  the  laws 
hereafter  passed  by  the  several  States  shall  be  the 
laws  to  regulate  pilotage,  and  that  that  i."*  a  grant 
of  power  to  the  States  under  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  Well,  now,  I  apprehend  that 
if  the  gentleman  will  reflect  for  one  luoment  on 
this  view  of  the  sulijcct,  he  will  be  inclined  to  doubt 
whether  that  was  the  intent  of  that  law.  1  do  not 
think  it  is  legitimately  subject  to  such  a  con.-struc- 
tion.  Such  a  view  of  it  is  not  reconcilable  with 
the  Constitution.  It  is  quite  impossible  that  Con- 
gress should,  by  its  legislative  power,  change  tiie 
terms  and  conditions  of  the  Constitution,  if  this 
power  to  regulate  the  pilotage  be  vested  in  Con- 
gress alone,  vvhy,  then.  Congress  can  control,  by 
legislation,  no  power  in  the  States.  It  is  a  sol- 
ecism to  assume  that  Congress  can  amend  orchange 
the  Constitution  by  an  act  of  legislation.  I  think 
it  is  necessary  only  to  state  that  view  of  the  case, 
in  Older  to  have  the  result  to  which  the  inind  is 
led  made  perfectly  palpable. 


Mr.  DIX.  I  stated  that  Congress  recognized 
the  future  legislation  of  the  States,  and  by  so  doing 
virtually  clothed  the  Stales  with  power  over  this 
subject,  to  be  exercised  by  them  until  resumed  by 
the  legislative  power  of  the  General  Government. 
I  had  no  idea  that  the  form  of  the  constitutional 
power  was  changed. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  Tliis  is  precisely  the  thing  against 
which  I  contend.  Congress  can  confer  no  power 
by  legislative  acts,  unless  conferred  by  the  Consti- 
tution itself.  How,  then,  are  the  State  laws  to  be 
sustained?  It  is  evident  that  the  States  were  re- 
garded by  Congress  as  having  a  concurrent  power 
on  this  subject.  They  have  exercised  it  at  all  times, 
and  they  by  no  means  derive  that  power  from  the 
legislative  action  of  Congress.  The  harbor  laws, 
health  regulations,  and  all  that  pov/er  exercised  by 
the  States — the  whole  system  of  sanitary  laws,  is 
based  upon  the  ground  that  the  States  hold  con- 
current power  with  the  United  States.  The  United 
States  may,  when  they  choose  to  exercise  the 
power,  exclude  the  States;  but  so  long  as  they  are 
not  excluded,  the  Slates  have  a  right  to  exercise 
the  power.  However,  this  is  not  a-very  material 
question.  I  believe  no  one  doubts  the  authority 
of  the  States  to  legislate  on  the  subject.  The  ques- 
tion now  before  us  is  simply  whether  the  law  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  repealed,  and  we  shall  return 
to  the  system  which  existed  at  the  time  when  this 
law  v/as  made.  And  what  are  the  reasons  urged 
for  the  repeal?  New  York,  in  common  with  New 
Jersey,  exercises  jurisdiction  with  regard  to  the 
pilotage  over  the  water  by  which  both  States  are, 
in  part,  bounded;  and  it  is  said  that  the  State  of 
New  Yox\i  cannot  regulate  her  pilotage  to  her  sat- 
isfaction. Why  not?  The  State  of  New  Jersey 
regulates  it  bylaw.  She  finds  no  diiTicuUy  in  sub- 
jecting the  whole  system  to  the  control  of  her  law, 
nor  in  carrying  the  law  into  execution.  The  State 
of  New  York  might  adopt  the  same  system,  and 
carry  it  out  as  successfully  as  the  State  of  New 
Jersey.  Why,  then,  should  the  law  be  repealed  ? 
It  is  alleged  that  the  Jersey  pilots  are  incompetent. 
Well,  who  is  the  best  judge  of  that — those  who 
own  vessels,  those  who  insure  them,  those  who 
have  property  on  board,  or  the  pilots  themselves? 
Is  it  at  all  likely  that  the  system  can  be  an  unsafe 
one,  when,  for  eight  or  ten  years— for  eleven  years, 
as  I  am  just  now  inform-ed  by  my  friend  from  New 
Jersey — the  system  has  gone  on  successfully,  to  the 
perfect  satisfaction  of  the  shipping  interest,  the  in- 
suring interest,  the  merchants,  and  all  others  whose 
interests  are  concerned  ?  It  is  obvious  that  the  sole 
motive  and  object  of  those  who  seek  the  repeal  of 
the  law,  is  to  regain  possession  of  that  monopoly 
which  they  formerly  enjoyed.  I- might,  by  ad- 
verting to  authorities,  make  good  the  position  which 
I  have  assumed,  that  the  interests  of  the  country 
imperatively  demand  of  Congress  that  this  law 
should  be  suffered  to  remain  as  it  is.  Certainly  the 
law  should  be  allowed  to  stand  until  the  State  of 
New  York  calls  upon  us,  by  its  action,  to  interfere 
with  the  present  system. 

Mr.  CASS.  As  the  morning  hour  has  expired, 
I  trust  that  this  subject  will  be  passed  over  infor- 
mally, so  that  the  special  order  may  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  DIX.  I  merely  wish  to  say  that  I  do  not 
intend  to  continue  the  debate,  but  to  remark,  that 
I  do  not  believe  one  word  has  been  urged  against 
the  bill  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  in  op- 
position to  it  which  is  not  susceptible  of  satisfac- 
tory explanation.  The  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  thinks  that  I  am  in  error  in  saying  that  the 
law  was  hurried  through  both  brandies  of  Con- 
gress. In  reply,  I  would  simply  state,  that  the 
bill  was  introduced  into  this  body  on  ihe  28th  of 
February — it  not  being  even  leap  year — and  re- 
ceived three  readings  the  same  day.  It  then  went 
to  the  other  House,  where  it  passed  in  the  same 
manner,  on  the  2d  of  March,  wiihout  any  debate, 
and  very  little  consideration,  as  I  believe,  and  after 
a  committee  in  the  other  House  had  reported 
again.^t  any  action  on  the  subject.  I  wish  to  make 
this  statement,  in  order  to  correct  the  Senator  in 
imputing  to  me  any  error.  I  will  now  move  that 
this  subject  be  passed  by  informally,  and  the  or- 
der of  the  day  be  taken  up.  I  have  no  desire  to 
press  the  matter  now;  nor  shall  I  call  the  bill  up 
in  the  absence  of  those  Senators  who  may  be  par- 
ticularly interested  in  it. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  over  informally, 

CALIFORNIA  CLAIMS. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration,  ns  in 


Committee  of  the  Whole,  of  the  bill  for  ascertain- 
ing and  paying  the  California  claims. 

The  question  pending  was  upon  agreeing  to  the 
motion  made  by  Mr.  Mason,  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afl'airs,  with  in- 
structions to  amend  it. 

Mr.  BADGER  requested  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia to  withdraw  his  motion  for  the  moment,  to 
afford  him  an  opportunity  of  offering  an  amend- 
ment. 

_  Mr.  MASON  assented,  and  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  BADGER  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  woi-ds  "  the  President  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  appoint  a  board,  con.4isting 
of,"  in  the  9th  and  10th  lines  of  the  2d  section,  and 
by  striking  out  the  word  "  which,"  in  the  12th 
line;  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  "  to  be 
selected  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
shall  constitute  a,"  and  by  inserting  in  said  line 
the  word  "  which"  after  the  word  "  board." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  wish  to  submit  a  very  few 
remarks,  without  going  at  all  into  the  history  of 
these  claims.  The  question  has  been  already  dis- 
cussed in  a  full  and  satisfactory  manner  by  gentle- 
men who  are  perfectly  familiar  with  all  the  facts. 
I  desire  only  to  submit  a  few  observations  to  the 
Senate  in  reference  to  the  supposed  constitutional 
difficulty  relative  to  the  manner  in  which  this  board 
is  to  be  constituted.  If  I  understand  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Virginia  correctly,  he  supposes  that; 
this  is  a  bill  undertaking  to  accomplish  by  direct 
legislation,  what,  in  consistency  with  the  Consti- 
tution, can  be  done  only  through  the  intervention 
of  the  action  of  the  Executive,  and  upon  the  ground 
that  we  propose  hereby  a  statute  to  appoint  certain 
officers  of  the  United  States;  whereas  the  Consti- 
tution declares  that  officers  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  nominated  by  the  President,  and  be  by  him 
appointed  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate.  If  this  were  so,  it  would  follow  as  a 
clear  and  undeniable  consequence  that  the  Senate 
is  bound  either  to  reject  the  bill,  or  so  to  alter  this 
provision  as  to  make  it  conformable  to  the  Consti- 
tution. But,  in  my  apprehension,  that  objection  is 
founded  on  a  mistake.  That  section  of  the  bill 
contemplates  the  doing  of  nothing  that  is  in  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It 
does  not  propose  to  appoint  olHcers  of  the  United 
States  in  the  sense  in  which  the  Constitution  uses 
those  terms  in  reference  to  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment by  the  President.  The  Constitution  neces- 
sarily deals  in  general  terms,  and  it  follows,  as  the 
framcrs  of  that  instrument,  to  avoid  needless  and 
embarrassing  specification,  use  general  terms,  an 
interpretation  is  to  be  given  to  the  Constitution  with 
reference  to  the  existing  wants  and  necessities  of 
the  people,  and  continual  reference  is  to  be  had  to 
the  great  purposes  which  we  should  suppose  were 
intended  to  be  accomplished  by  the  particular  pro- 
vision under  consideration. 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  I  do  not  look  upon  the 
persons  proposed  to  be  designated  by  this  bill  as 
officers  of  the  United  States  in  the  sense  of  the 
Constitution.  It  is  manifest  that  there  are  many 
agencies,  trusts,  charges,  which  the  necessities  of 
the  Government  may  require,  in  reference  to  which 
the  persons  who  are  called  upon  to  discharge  and 
|iertorm  those  duties  cannot  be  called  oflicers  of  the 
United  States  in  the  sense  in  which  the  Constitu- 
tion uses  the  term.  In  one  sense  they  are  oflicers. 
The  duties  which  they  discharge  maybe  said  to 
constitute  an  office,  for  there  is  perhaps  no  word 
in  the  English  language  of  more  extensive  signifi- 
cation than  the  word  office.  It  embraces  every  duty 
which  we  are  called  upon  to  discharge  in  our  rela- 
tions to  others,  whether  judicial,  executive,  admin- 
istrative, or  otherwise;  and  all  the  functions  which 
we  are  called  upon  to  perform — so  far  as  they  re- 
spect the  benefit  and  happiness  of  those  persons, 
and  which,  therefore,  places  us  in  the  confidential 
relation  of  trust  towards  them — are  emphatically 
offices.  The  State  itself  is  an  oflice,  the  duties  to 
be  discharged'are  oflices,  but  the  word  is  used  also 
in  a  restricted  and  defined  sense.  When  the  Gov- 
ernment finds  it  necessary  to  call  upon  somebody 
to  examine  into  an  individual  claim,  and  to  deter- 
mine whether  that  claim  against  the  Government 
is  just  or  not,  i.s  the  person  thus  chosen  an  officer 
of  the  United  States  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Constitution?  If  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates,  or  if  Congress  think  proper  to  call  artists 
to  adin-n  these  halls  with  pictures  and  statuary,  is 
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the  person  who  is  called  upon  to  execute  this 
work  an  offi-tr  of  the  United  Slates  within  the 
meanin"  of  the  Constitution,  and  to  be  appointed 
with  th?  auvice  and  consent  of  the  Senate?  If 
Congress  find  it  necessary  to  make  a  collection  of 
State  papers,  and  to  have  them  condensed  and 
arranged,  and  a  general  review  of  tiie  historical 
and  diplomatic  transactions  of  the  country  execu- 
ted, ia  the  person  who  is  called  upon  to  discharge 
that  duty  an  officer  of  the  United  States  within  the 
meaning  of  the  term  as  used  in  the  provision  of 
the  Constitution  to  which  I  have  referred?  1  ap- 
prehend these  questions  must  all  be  answered  in 
the  negative.  And  these  and  other  temporary 
and  occasional  employments  cannot  be  confounded 
with  those  continuing  public  trusts  which,  in  the 
Constitution,  are  called  offices.  I  admit,  tiiat  in 
this  as  in  any  other  moral  subject,  the  boundary 
•which  subdivides  its  different  parts  is  not  and 
cannot  be  defined  with  exactness;  and,  hence,  as 
you  advance  towards  it,  you  find  yourself  in  some 
degree  of  obscurity,  and  at  length  find  yourself 
unable  to  ascertain  with  precise  accuracy  to  vvliich 
side  of  the  line  a  particular  class  of  subjects  belongs. 
But  still  we  have  to  deal  with  these  as  with  every 
other  moral  subject,  by  taking  the  guidance  of 
cotnmon  sense  and  reason.  And  inasmuch  as  the 
establishment  of  a  contrary  doctrine  would  in- 
volve great  practical  difficulties  in  carrying  on  the 
Government,  I  should  feel  content,  even  if  the 
past  history  and  practice  of  the  Goveinment  did 
not  furnish  any  precedents,  to  give  to  this  term 
the  signification  which  I  have  now  stated  in  its 
connection  wii!>  the  Liill  before  us.  But  this  point 
has  been  already  decided;  and  sensible,  for  ray 
own  part,  of  the  great  importance  of  regarding  the 
Constitution  as  the  same  at  all  times  and  places,  I 
believe  that  in  all  cases  in  which  questions  have 
been  fully  considered  and  solemnly  decided,  they 
should  be  regarded  as  settljed  at  once  and  forever. 
Gentlemen  may  differ,  however,  in  this  view  of  the 
subject,  though  it  seems  to  me  that  in  a  question  of 
this  kind  it  is  absolutely  indispensable,  unless  we 
would  fetter  oui-selves  at  every  step  of  our  pro- 
gress, that  we  should  yield  to  what  has  been  the 
clear,  undoubted  authority  of  all  the  departments 
of  this  Government,  legislative,  executive,  and  judi- 
cial. Let  me  now  refer  to  a  few  of  tlie  cases  of 
legislation  in  which  the  same  general  principle  may 
be  considered  as  being  involved: 

6tli  February,  1817.  Jiy  tlie  act  of  this  date,  John  Trum- 
bull was  employed  to  compose  and  ixtciitc  four  p:iiiit)iiys 
cominemoraiivt  of  the  most  important  events  of  tlie  Revolu- 
tion, to  be  placed,  wlien  finished,  in  tlie  Capitol  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

2d  March,  1831.  By  the  act  of  this  dato,  Gales  ^-  Seaton 
were  designated  by  name  to  furnish  a  publicalion  of  State 
papers,  under  certain  pre.ecribed  terms  and  conditions. 

2d  March,  ld.'33.  By  the  act  of  this  date,  Matthew  St. 
Clair  Clarke  and  Peter  Forre  were  desijinated  by  name  to 
furnish  a  Documentary  History  of  the  Revolution,  undcrcer- 
tiiin  prescribed  terms  and  conditions. 

2d  M.ircli,  1829.  By  the  act  of  this  date,  L.  Pcrsico  was 
employed  to  execute  two  statues  in  front  of  the  Capitol, 
&c. 

2d  March,  1831.  By  the  act  of  this  date,  the  employment  of 
James  Parker  was  sanctioned,  and  he  was  compeiisatid  for 
inve.-llyating  the  accounts  of  Robert  Arnold,  late  collector  of 
Aml"-,v. 

7tli  .luly,  1838.  By  the  art  of  this  date,  a  mission  among 
•  lie  wild  tribes  of  Indians  of  the  sonthwost,  by  ./Z.  P.  Chou- 
tcav,  authorized,  and  an  appropriation  of  $20,000  made  for 
his  outfit,  and  the  exp;;nditure.s  growing  out  of  and  connect- 
ed with  bringing  on  deputations  of  said  tribes,  which  he  has 
been  autboii/.i  ri  to  do. 

7ih  July,  IKW.  B)  an  act  of  this  date,  Dr.  Henry  Pcrrine 
was  auth(pri/,ed  to  form  a  settlomrnt,  and  admit  .settlers 
upon  eertaiu  conditions,  with  aview  to  promote  and  encour- 
age the  inlr<jduction  and  ciiUivatioii  of  tropical  plants  in  the 
United  States. 

29th  September,  1789.  Act  to  recognize  and  adapt  to  the 
Ciiif-lilulion  of  ihe  United  Slates  the  establishment  of  the 
troops  raised  under  tin;  resolvesof  the  Uiiilcd  ."^t.-ite^  in  Con- 
gress a-sembk-d,  ai.d  for  other  purposes  therein  mrnlioned, 
by  which  all  theofli.jers  hi  longing  to  the  military  forc"  under 
the  Coide.l<raiinii  wcr.'  at  once  made  othcers  of  the  United 
States  by  forei'  oi  thi>  act  itself. 

14II1  July,  lh:U.  Uy  act  (or  the  r.'lief  of  the  legal  repre- 
eeniatived  of  .Nnnrod  I'arrow  and  Hichrird  Harris.  Third 
Auditor  of  the  '1  rea-ury,  Second  (;oniptr(dler,  and  Charles 
Gratiot  were  aiiihonzcd  to  examine  the  claims  of  the  said 
representatives,  to  take  lesiimony,  and  report  the  same,  &i,c. 

This  Inst  case  is  precisely  like  that  now  under 
con.sideration  of  the  Seimtc.  This  bill  provides 
that  the  boaid  nh.all  be  constituted  of  tliicc  indi- 
viduals, of  whom  one  is  expressly  desigmued  by 
name;  the  other  two  to  be  selected  by  the  Presi- 
dent from  the  officers  of  the  late  California  baital- 
ion.  What  are  they  to  do?  To  discharge  pieciseiy 
tlie  same  functions  as  those  which  devolved  upon 
the  commissioners  under  the  provision  of  the  act 
just  cited.     We  tltus  find,  thai  immediately  after 


the  adoption  of  tlie  Constitution,  there  was  not 
thought  to  be  any  difficulty  in  Congress,  by  an  act 
of  legislation,  bringing  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  a  whole  class  of  officers  without  any 
nomination  by  the  President,  or  confirmation  by 
the  Senate,  or  appointment  by  any  person  acting 
in  behalf  of  the  United  States.  These  are  all  legis- 
lative precedents;  but  inasmuch  as  they  were  acts 
of  Congress,  and  all  received  the  approval  and 
sanction  of  the  President  of  ihe  United  States,  they 
involve  the  undoubted  approbation  of  the  Legisla- 
tive and  Executive  departments  of  this  country  in 
regard  to  the  proposition  for  which  1  contend — 
that,  whatever  may  be  the  meaning  of  the  term 
officer  of  the  United  States,  as  used  in  the  Consti- 
tution, it  does  not  include  those  commissioners  who 
are  employed  in  the  occasional  auditing  and  settle- 
ment of  accounts  and  examination  of  claims  against 
the  Government,  nor  requiie  that  the  person.s  who 
are  to  discharge  tliese  duties  should  be  ap]5ointedby 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  Doubtless  Con- 
gress can  if  it  please  constitute  an  office  for  this 
purpose,  if  it  deem  that  the  best  mode  of  accom- 
plishing the  object.  But  if  in  their  wisdom  they 
choose,  as  in  the  present  case,  that  the  duty  shall 
be  performed  by  commissioners,  they  may  consti- 
tute that  commission  in  any  way  whicli  seems 
best,  subject  to  the  usual  provision,  that  it  meet 
the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

But  I  said  that  this  view  of  the  question  has 
received  judicial  sanction.  Early  in  the  first  term 
of  General  Washington's  administration,  an  act 
was  passed  by  Congress  to  provide  for  the  settle- 
ment of  claims  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those 
who  fell  in  the  war.  By  that  law  the  claimants 
were  directed  to  apply  to  the  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States,  which  were  to  receive  the  evidence, 
examine  the  merits  of  the  claims,  and  pass  their 
judgment  upon  them.  What  was  the  view  taken 
of  the  law  by  the  judges?  I  read  from  "American 
Stale  Papers,"  Miscellaneous  volume,  page  49: 

"  Jlt  a  staled  circuit  court  of  the  United  Stales  held  for  the 

dktrict  of  New  York,  at  the  city  of  New  Vork,  on  Thursday, 

the  fifth  day  of  Ayril,   one  thousand  seven  hunlred   and 

ninety  ttvo,  at  ten  of  the  clock,  ante  meridian. 

"  Present:  The  Hon.  John  Jay,  Esq.,  Chief  Justice  of  the 
United  States;  the  Hon.  William  Cushing,  Esq.,  one  of  the 
associate  justices  of  the  Supreiue  Court  of  the  United  States; 
the  Hon.  James  Duane,  E=q.,  judge  of  the  district  of  New 
York. 

"The  court  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration  tiie  fol- 
lowing act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States,  viz  : 

"  '  AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claims 
of  widows  and  orphans  barred  by  tlie  limitations  heretofore 
established,  and  to  regulate  the  claims  to  invalid  pensions.' 

"As,  therefore,  the  business  assigned  to  this  court  by  the 
act  is  not  judicial,  nor  directed  to  be  performed  judicially, 
the  act  can  only  be  considered  as  appointing  commissioners 
for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  it  hy  official  instead  ofpenoual 
descriptions. 

"  That  the  judges  of  this  court  regard  themselves  as  being 
the  commissioners  designated  by  this  act,  and  therefore  as 
being  .at  liberty  to  accept  or  to  decline  that  office. 

"  That  as  the  objects  of  this  act  are  exceedingly  benevo- 
lent, and  do  real  honor  to  the  humanity  and  ju-slice  of  Con- 
gress, and  a.s  the  judges  desire  to  manifest  on  all  >iroper 
ocea>ions  and  in  every  proper  manner  their  high  respect  for 
the  National  Legislature,  they  will  execute  this  act  in  the 
capacity  of  comniis>ioners. 

"That  as  the  Legislature  have  a  right  to  extend  the  ses- 
sion of  this  court  for  any  term  which  they  may  think  proper 
by  law  to  assign,  the  term  of  five  days,  as  directed  by  this 
act,  ouglit  to  be  punctually  observed. 

"Tiiat  the  judges  oj  this  court  will,  as  usual,  during  the 
session  thereof,  adjourn  the  court  from  day  to  day,  or  other 
short  period; ,  us  circum^tanees  may  render  proper,  and  that 
they  will  regularly  between  the  adjournments  proceed  as 
commissioners  to  exeeule  the  businesa  of  this  act  in  the 
same  court-room  or  chamber." 

It  is  thus  clearly  seen  that  the  court  recognizes 
the  authority  of  Congress  to  constitute  the  com- 
missioners by  name,  for  they  say  they  will  inter- 
pret the  act  as  one  appointing  them  commissioners 
uy  official  instead  oi'  personal  description.  Here, 
then,  we  have  cases  continually  occurring  from 
1789  down  to  the  ]irescnt  day,  in  which  the  prin- 
ciple for  which  I  contend  has  been  fully  recognized 
and  sanctioned.  One  of  these  cases  is  of  recent 
occurrence.  I  allude  to  the  appointment  of  an 
arbitrator  in  the  Pea  Patch  Island  case.  1  will  not 
ti'ouble  the  Senate,  however,  by  a  reference  to 
those  cases.  Enough  has,  I  think,  been  submitted 
to  satisfy  the  Senate  that  there  is  no  consiitutioiml 
impediment  to  the  passage  of  the  bill  before  it. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Mr.  President:  It  is  my  desire  to 
trouble  the  Senate  for  only  a  very  few  moments  in 
regard  to  tiiese  claims,  to  the  payment  of  which  I 
have  heard  no  opposition.  All  seem  to  admit  their 
justice,  and  appear  to  have  no  objection  to  the  pas- 
sage of  such  a  law  as  may  be  necessary  to  insure 


j  their  speedy  settlement.    The  only  difficulty  which 
j  has  been  started  in  opposition  to  the  bill  before  us 
'  is,  that  Congress  has  not  the  power  to  name  com- 
I  missionersbrappointan  individual — call  him  what 
j  you  will,  officer,  arbitrator,  or  what  you  please — 
I  to  determine  the  amount  of  the  claims. 
i      This,  Mr.  President,  appears  to  me  to  bea  strange 
I  doctrine,  more  particularly  at  a  time  when  so  many 
'  complaints  are  heard  about  Executive  patronage, 
and  the  difficulties  into  which  the  extension  of  it  is 
leading  us.     It  seems  very  strange,  that  just  at  this 
I  moment  we  should  claiin  for  the  Executive,  with- 
i  out  any  direct  and  positive  statement  to  that  effect, 
I  it  is  true,  but  by  inference,  powers  v/hich,  as  the 
courts   have  decided,  do  not  properly  belon:^  to 
I  him.     What  is  the  case  before  us?     Certain  indi- 
[  viduals  have  claims  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and,  whether  they  be  few  or  many, 
one  or  a  thousand,  the  principle  is  precisely  the 
same;  this  Congress  has  the  power,  the  right,  it  is 
their  duty,  and  they  are  in  the  daily  performance 
of  that  duty,  to  investigate,  to  look  into,  and  de- 
termine upon  such  claims,  and  provide  by  law  for 
their  payment.     They  refer  similar  claims  to  their 
committees,  and  are  in  the  daily  habit  of  assigning 
them  for  examination  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Auditors  of  the 
Treasury,  and  other  officers.     And  for  what  pur- 
pose?   Why,  sir,  to  ascertain  whether  the  claims 
be  just.     It  is  not  a  public  or  official  duty  which  the 
individual  to  whom  a  claim  is  thus  referred  is  calleiS 
upon  to  perform;  it  is  a  ]irivate  duly,  separate  and 
distinct  from  any  official  relation.    The  reference  is 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  the  claim  be 
just  or  not;  and  if  the  referee,  as  arbitrator,  deter- 
mine that  it  is  just,  we  pass  the  laws  for  paying  it. 
Now,  sir,  this  is  a  reference,  not  to  the  officer  se- 
lected as  such  for  the  purpose,  but  to  the  individ- 
ual, the  name  of  the  office  being  merely  used  by 
way  of  designation    or   description.     It   may   be 
contended  that  this  is  nothing  more  than  imposing 
an  additional  duty  upon  an   officer  whose  duties 
are  already  prescribed  and  defined;  but  this  is,  in 
my  opinion,  a  mistake.     Tlie  duty  thus  imposed 
is  of  a  specific  and  not  of  a  public  character.    We 
refer,  for  instance,  the  claim  of  A  B  to  the  Auditor 
of  the  Post  Office  Department.     I  would  ask,  does 
it  therefore  follow  that  we  invest  that  officer  with 
the  right  also  to  decide  upon  the  claim  of  C  D?^ 
Clearly  not.     Hence  it  is  not  an  additional  official 
duty  imposed,  but  merely  a  simple  reference  of  a 
private  matter. 

The  Constitution  declares,  that  all  officers  whose 
appointments  are  not  otherwise  ))rovided  for,  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  President.  Thechiuse  to  which 
I  have  reference  is  in  these  words.  Enumerating; 
the  powers  of  the  President,  it  declares: 

"  He  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two-ihirds  of  the 
Senators  present  concur;  and  he  shall  nominate,  and,  by 
and  with  the  adviceand  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint 
ambassadors,  other  public  ministers  and  consuls,  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  United  States 
whose  appointments  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for, 
and  which  shall  be  established  by  law;  but  the  Congress 
may  hy  law  vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferior  oflrcers 
as  they  think  proper  in  the  President  alone,  in  tlie  courts  of 
law,  or  in  the  heads  of  departments." 

This  is  the  clause  under  which  it  is  assumed  the 
proposed  appointment  is  unconstitutional.  The 
question  then  arises,  what  is  the  meaning  of  the 
term  "  officer?"  What  is  the  precise  interpreta- 
tion intended  to  be  attached  to  the  word  "  officer" 
by  the  frainers  of  the  Constitution?  Did  they  use 
it  in  its  most  broad  and  unrestricted  sense?  Ac- 
cording to  the  most  comprehensive  meaning  of  the 
term,  the  performance  of  any  duty  may  be  called 
an  office,  and  of  necessary  consequence  he  who 
discharges  it  becomes  an  officer.  Is  it  not  prepos- 
terous to  suppose  tlitit  the  framers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion intended  to  use  the  word  in  this  uncorifined 
sense,  and  thus  indicate  that  the  President  should 
appoint  every  person  to  whom  any  duty  may  be 
assigned  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  the  only  construc- 
tion which  can  be  fairly  and  legitimately  put  upon 
this  article  of  the  Constitution  is,  that  it  provides 
for  the  appointment  of  public  functionaries  or  those 
officers  who  arc  atiached  generally  to  the  service 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  indis- 
pensable in  carrying  out  the  ordinary  admiiiistra- 
tioii  of  its  affairs.  The  word  "oflicer,"  in  this 
connection,  carries  with  it  the  idea  of  permanence 
and  of  vacation  and  succession.  According  to  the 
common  law,  officers  are  .said  to  be  of  two  kinds, 
pul)lic  and  private.  It  is  laid  down,  and  no  one 
will  dispute  the  asaertion,  that  an  attorney  at  law 


1848. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


629 


is  an  officer  of  the  courts;  and  yet  no  person  will 
venture  to  contend  tliat,  under  tlie  provision  of  the 
Constitution  to  which  I  refer,  no  lawyer  can  prac- 
tise in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
unless  he  be  appointed  by  the  President.  Attor- 
neys are  admitted  to  the  bar  by  the  permission  of 
the  court  itself;  the  authority  for  the  power  thus 
exercised  by  it  is  nowhere  to  be  found  in  the  stat- 
ute book',  but  is  one  of  the  incidents  necessarily 
connected  with  the  due  administration  of  justice. 
They  are,  however,  officers,  nevertheless. 

There  is  a  case,  Mr.  President,  in  point,  which 
■was  decided  in  Virginia,  and  which  goes  far  to 
illustrate  the  difference  between  a  public  and  a  pri- 
vate office.  The  case  referred  to  is  that  of  B.  W. 
Leigh,  who  ap[ilied  for  admission  to  the  bar  as  an 
attorney.  They  had  in  Virginia  a  statute  requi- 
ring all  officers  to  take  an  oath  against  duelling. 
Mr.  Leigh  refused  to  take  this  oath,  and  after 
argument  and  deliberate  consultation,  the  court 
decided  that  the  office  of  attorney  was  not  a  pub- 
lic office  belonging  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  that 
therefore  the  applicant  was  not  bound  to  take  the 
oath. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  will  ask  whether,  if  we 
pass  this  bill,  and  appoint  Colonel  Fremont  to 
adjust  these  claims,  he  will  thereby  become  an 
officer  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States?  So 
soon  as  he  shall  have  performed  tlie  duty  assigned 
him,  his  office,  if  you  please  to  call  it  so,  will  cease 
to  exist.  It  has  reference  to  private  claims,  and  is 
pi-ecisely  of  the  nature  of  an  arbitration.  And,  sir, 
if  Congress  has  not  the  power  to  refer  a  private 
claim  to  an  arbitrator,  who  shall  determine  upon 
its  fairness,  unless  the  President  shall  nominate 
and  appoint  such  arbitrator?  Then,  sir,  none  of 
your  Federal  courts  have  a  right  to  refer  a  case  to 
arbitration,  unless  the  arbitrators  be  appointed  by 
the  Executive.  Now,  sir,  if  such  be  the  provis- 
ion of  the  Constitution,  would  a  court  of  the  United 
States,  having  equity  jurisdiction,  have  a  right  to 
appoint  even  an  auditor,  unless  under  the  sanction 
of  the  President's  nomination?  Establish  this  doc- 
trine, sir,  and  you  will  confer  on  the  President  an 
extent  of  patronage  far  greater  than  that  which  he 
at  present  possesses,  and  infinitely  beyond  what, 
as  it  appears  to  me,  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
ever  intended  him  to  exercise. 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  are  authorities  on  this 
subject  in  addition  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  already  cited  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Badger,]  which  is  of  itself 
conclusive  on  this  point.  I  refer  to  the  case  of 
Kendall  vs.  United  States,  in  12  Peters'  Reports. 
On  the  2d  of  July,  1836,  Congress  passed  a  law 
requiring  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  to  determine 
upon  the  amount  of  a  claim  held  by  Stockton  & 
Stokes  against  the  Post  Office  Department,  which 
law  also  required,  that  after  the  Solicitor  should 
have  made  his  award,  the  Postmaster  General 
should  pass  the  amount  to  the  credit  of  those  in- 
dividuals. The  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  did  make 
his  award,  not  as  solicitor,  but  as  arbitrator,  and 
it  is  in  this  character  alone  the  court  consider  him. 
They,  sir,  are  not  found  straining  phrases,  and 
wresting  and  distorting  the  meaning  of  the  Consti- 
tution, for  the  purpose  of  conferring  upon  him  any 
other  or  greater  power  than  that  intended  by  the 
reference,  but  he  is  regarded  and  treated  merely  as 
an  arbitrator.  The  Postmaster  General  contended 
Btrongly  against  this  award,  but  he  never  dreamed 
of  urging  that  the  law  of  Congress,  which  made 
the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  the  arbitrator,  was 
unconstitutional.  He  is  regarded  in  that  point  of 
view,  throughout  the  whole  proceeding,  by  the  Su- 
preme Court.  That  distinguished  tribunal  thought 
It  was  competent  for  Congress  to  vest  the  authority 
in  an  officer  of  the  Government,  or  in  any  one  else; 
and  under  its  decision,  it  seems  to  me,  with  all  due' 
deference  to  theopinions  of  gentlemen  more  learned 
than  myself,  as  well  as  according  to  the  plain  lan- 
guage of  the  Constitution,  Congress  possesses  the 
perfect  right  to  sul)mit  claims  against  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  examination  and  arbitrament  of  an 
officer  of^the  Government,  a  private  citizen,  or  even 
of  an  alien,  without  in  the  slightest  degree  inter- 
fering with,  or  encroaching  upon,  the  prerogative 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

1  rend,  Mr.  President,  from  12  Peters'  Reports 
page  611:  *".       ' 

"  Un<)«r  tin's  law  tlie  Postmastor  Goiipriil  is  vcjled  with 
no  discretion  or  tontrol  over  tlic  (IccisionM  oftliB  Snliritor; 
nor  i«  any  a|)|((;al  or  review  oltliat  decision  provided  for  hy 
Uie  act.  The  terin:!  of  tlie  snhniingion  was  a  nmtter  resting 
ntirely  in  lhe_dl8cretion  of  Congress ;  and  if  tli«y  thought 


proper  to  vest  Kneh  a  power  in  any  one,  and  especially  as 
the  arliitrntor  \x^as  an  officor  of  the  Government,  it  did  not 
rest  with  the  Postmaster  General  to  control  Consress,  or  tlie 
Solicitor,  in  that  affair.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say  how  far 
Congress  might  have  interfered,  by  legislation,  after  the  re- 
port of  the  Solicitor.  iJut  if  there  was  no  fraud  or  miscon- 
duct in  the  arbitrator,  of  which  none  is  pretended  or  sug- 
gested, it  may  well  be  questioned  whether  the  relations  had 
not  acquired  such  a  vested  right  as  to  be  beyond  the  power 
of  Congress  to  deprive  them  of  it." 

Now,  sir,  unless  I  am  most  grossly  in  error, 
this  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  puts  the  ques- 
tion at  rest,  beyond  the  reach  of  all  cavil  or  con- 
troversy; and  I  deem  it  entirely  useless  to  say 
anything  further  upon  this  point. 

The  question   which  next  presents  itself,  Mr. 
President,  is — are  these  Claims  to  be  paid?     It  is 
1  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  a  detailed  history  of 
j  the  transactions  which  g-ave  rise  to  the  responsi- 
j  bilities,  for  which   the  Government  is  held,  as  I 
think  most  justly,  liable;  but  I  will  go  sufficiently 
far  into  the  subject  to  satisfy  every  unprejudiced 
mind  that  the  claims  are  not  only  just  and  equita- 
ble, but  further,  that  they  are  of  the  most  binding 
and  sacred  character;  that  they  should  be  imme- 
diately paid,  and  that  the  interests  of  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  best  promoted  hy  the  prom[)t  liquida- 
tion and  payment  of  them.    What,  sir,  I  would  ask, 
are  the  nature  and  character  of  these  claims?   What 
are  they?     In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1846,  we 
find  Colonel   Fremont  in   California,  engaged  on 
business   totally  unconnected  with   the  army,  and 
pursuing  his  topographical  researches.    After  hav- 
ing obtained  authority  from  the  Governor  of  the 
Province  to  make  his  surveys  and  examinations,  for 
the  purpose  of  increasing  the  stores  of  human  knowl- 
edge, and  having  entered  upon  his  scientific  labors, 
we  behold  him  notified,  that  he  must  quit  the  coun- 
try.   This  notice  was  peremptory,  and  given  in  a 
manner  highly  offensive  and  insulting.    Having  de- 
layed a  few  days  after  the  notice,  he  was  threat- 
ened with  being  driven  out  of  the  country.     It  is 
probable,  that  if  the  order  had  come  without  the 
threat,  Colonel  Fremont  would   have  left,  rather 
than  have    had   any  misunderstanding  with    the 
local  authorities;    but,   being  threatened,  sir,   he 
very  properly,  as  I  think,  took  his  position  with 
his  command  of  sixty  men,  and  hoisted  the  flag  of 
the  United   States,  determined  to  remain  until  he 
was  prepared  to  leave;  and  when  he  was  ready, 
sir,  he  quitted  the  country  and  went  to  Oregon. 
We  next  find  him  in  Oregon,  v/here  he  is  over- 
taken  by  a  messenger,  an  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment, who  bore  to  him  a  letter,  and — there  is  no 
use  in  concealing  it,  sir — although  it  purported  to 
l3e  a  mere  letter  of  introduction,  it  was,  in  real- 
ity, an  official  document,  accrediting  the  bearer  of 
it  to  Colonel  Frennont,  with  a  view  to  the  union 
of  the  two,  in  devising  some  means   to  counter- 
act the  designs  of  the  British  emissaries.    Captain 
Gillespie,  the  officer  to  whom  I  allude,  in  his  evi- 
dence before  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
states,  that  he  was  directed  to  convey  the  order  of 
the  Government  to  Colonel  Fremont,  to  watch  the 
iiiterests  of  the  United  States  in  California.     This, 
sir,  was  the  purport  of  Captain  Gillespie's  mission; 
and  so  soon  as  the  communication  was  made  to 
him.  Colonel  Fremont  returned  to  California,  under 
the  order  of  his  Government,  and  by  its  express 
authority.      Immediately   after    his    arrival,    the 
American  settlers,  who  knew  him  and  placed  en- 
tire confidence  in  him,  called  upon  him  for  aid  and 
protection;  and  under  what  circumstances  was  this 
call  made,  sir?    The  families  of  tljnse  settlers,  who 
had  been  previously  invited  to  take  up  their  abode 
there,  had  been  ordered,  through  the  influence  of 
British  agents,  operating  upon  the  local  authorities, 
to  leave  the  country  forthwith.     A  large  force  of 
troops  was  raised  to  drive  out  these  unhappy  peo- 
ple to  where  they  must  either  perish  from  starva- 
tion, or  be  exposed  to  the  tomahawk  and  scalping- 
knife  of  the  blood-thirsty  and  merciless  savages. 

Nor  is  this  all,  Mr.  President.  The  evidence 
before  the  Cornrnitfee  on  Military  Affairs  shows 
clearly  that  the  Indians  had  been  incited  to  com- 
mence the  work  of  destruction,  by  burning  up  the 
ci-ops,  and  the  mdiscriminate  slaughter  of  women 
and  children.  In  all  this,  sir,  as  I  conceive,  may 
be  .seen  the  agency  of  the  emissaries  of  the  British 
Government.  In  what  war  have  we  ever  been 
engaged  with  Great  Britain  that  she  did  not  incite 
the  Indians  against  us?  Yes,  sir.  And  are  not  the 
Indians  urged  on  by  British  agents,  overrunning 
nearly  the  whole  of  Yucatan? 

It  was  under  such  circumstances  as  these,  sir, 
that  Colonel  Fremont  was  called  upon  to  prevent 


the  slaughter  of  the  families  of  the  American  set- 
tlers, and  shield  them  from  the  horrors  of  Indian 
butchery  and  outrage.  What  did  he  then  do,  sir? 
Colonel  Fremont  stands  in  need  of  no  commenda- 
tion from  me;  he  has  established  a  reputation  for 
himself,  by  braving  dangers  and  fatigues — a  well- 
earned  reputation,  which  had  extended  itsr^lf  far 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States.  Had  he 
faltered  on  this  occasion  even  for  an  instant,  and 
refused  to  listen  to  the  appeal  which  was  then  made 
to  him,  his  lofty  fame  and  wide-spread  renown 
would  have  been  blasted  in  a  moment.  It  would 
have  been  lost  beyond  the  possibility  of  redemp- 
tion. 

From  the  limited  acquaintance  which  I  have  with 
Colonel  Fremont,  I  am  induced  to  believe  he  would 
have  risked,  not  only  his  life,  but,  what  is  infinitely 
more  valuable,  liis  reputation,  to  gratify  his  deep 
feelings  of  generous  sympathy  with  his  distressed 
countrymen.  He  obeyed  their  call,  sir;  and  so 
far  from  meriting  any  blame  for  so  doing,  he  de- 
serves, for  this  act  alone,  the  very  highest  com- 
mendation that  can  be  bestowed  upon  him.  His 
influence  operated  upon  the  Indians.  Theyknevv 
him  to  be  an  officer  of  this  Government,  who  had 
incurred  the  displeasure  of  the  authorities  of  Cal- 
ifornia. Under  these  circumstances,  he  acted 
promptly,  Mr.  President,  in  defence  of  the  Amer- 
ican settlers;  who  turned  out  with  all  of  their  dis- 
posable means,  and  made  common  cause  with 
him,  not  only  against  the  authorities  by  whom  they 
were  persecuted,  but  against  the  British  agents  by 
whose  influence  that  persecution  had  been  brought 
about. 

The  country  was  declared  independent,  I  believe, 
on  the  5lh  of  July.  It  will  be  recoUectetl  that  pre- 
vious to  this  time,  I  think  in  the  month  of  May  or 
June,  Commodore  Sloat,  who  had  been  sent  out  on 
the  Pacific,  wrote  to  the  Government  here,  that  he 
was  about  to  take  possession  of  California,  as  he 
found  there  were  British  vessels  on  the  coast,  hav- 
ing, as  he  believed,  some  designs  against  the  coun- 
try. Shortly  afterwards,  the  same  officer  wrote, 
that  he  would  not  assume  the  responsibility;  and 
he  did  not  take  possession  of  California,  until  the 
operations  of  Colonel  Fremont  in  that  quarter  had 
determined  him  to  do  it.  In  a  few  days,  I  believe, 
after  the  declaration  of  independence  was  made, 
he  took  possession  of  Monterey,  and  shortly  after- 
wards, the  gallant  Commodore  Stockton  arrived 
there  with  orders  from  his  Government  to  take  pos- 
session. 

It  will  thus  be  seen,  sir,  that  all  of  the  expenses 
which  were  incurred  in  the  operations  in  that  coun- 
try, with  the  exception  of  those  which  took  place 
during  the  very  brief  time  preceding  the  arrival  of 
Commodore  Stockton,  were  incurred  with  the  ex- 
press sanction  of  the  Government,  and  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  its  commanding  officer. 
Shall  we  then,  sir,  repudiate  these  claims?  Shall 
we  say  to  these  people  "we  will  not  pay  you?" 
Would  it  be  just  to  do  so?  Will  any  Senator 
within  these  walls  say,  that  for  obeying  the  best 
and  most  humane  dictates  of  his  heart — for  risking 
his  life  and  reputation  to  preserve  women  and 
children  from  savage  butchery.  Colonel  Fremont 
shall  pay,  himself,  the  expenses  attending  the  gal- 
lant act — the  more  especially  when  the  consequence 
of  that  act  has  been  to  prevent  California  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  British  Government? 
Is  there  any  one  here  who  wishes  to  throw  the 
responsibility  on  him?    I  think  not. 

It  seems  to  ine,  Mr.  President,  that  our  right  to 
appoint  an  arbitrator  is  beyond  all  doubt,  in  which 
opinion  I  am  sustained  by  the  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Court.  As  to  the  justice  of  the  claims,  I 
have  not  heard  a  single  whisper  to  the  contrary; 
and  such  being  the  case,  I  hope  the  bill  will  pass, 
and  pass  promptly. 

There  is  yet  an  additional  and  very  powerful 
reason  for  its  passage.  The  citizens  who  gave  up 
everything  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  and  who 
were  the  means  of  saving  it  to  the  United  States, 
are  now  in  a  state  of  destitution.  They  are  your 
fellow-citizens;  it  is  a'1-important  that  you  con- 
vince them  by  your  first  act,  that  you  arc  disposed 
to  be  ju.st,  and  will  not  postpone  the  payment  of 
their  equitable  claims.  This  is  the  way  to  attach 
citizens  to  the  Government. 

It  may  be  well  to  add  that  Colonel  Fremont  is 
the  person  who  may,  with  peculiar  propriety,  be 
charged  with  the  settlement  of  these  claims.  He 
knows  the  nature  and  extent  of  them;  it  was  un- 
der ills  eye  that  they  had  their  origin;  the  people 
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concerned  have  conrulcnce  in  liim.  He  c;in  do 
more  in  my  opinion,  tou'erds  a  satisfiiclory  ad- 
justment of  tlicin  than  any  other  man.  I  will  only 
say  in  cont-lusion,  Mr.  President,  that  the  way  in 
whicii  the  Government  will  best  consult  its  own 
interrst,  as  well  as  its  honor,  is  by  the  settlement 
of  the  claims  before  us,  with  no  grndgini!;  and  mi- 
serly hand,  but  with  a  well-ordered  and  discreet 
liberality, and  above  all,  with  the  promptness  wiiicli 
the  peculiar  circumstances  attending  tliem  imper- 
atively demand. 

JMr.  BUTLER.  This  is  not  a  matter  which 
admits  of  a  comi)romise  with  inclination.  Until  I 
heard  this  discussion,  1  had  no  definite  opinion  on 
some  of  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  My  inclina- 
tion had  been  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
claims,  because  we  had  adopted  the  acts  out  of 
which  they  had  £:'"own,  and  have  had  the  benefit  of 
them.  But,  under  the  Constitution,  we  have  no 
authority  for  making  this  appointment  of  an  officer 
to  settle  the  claims.  The  question  is  asked,  is  this 
an  office .'  1  will  tell  you  what  it  is.  It  is  authoriiy 
to  an  individual  to  disburse  seven  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars — for  the  payment  of  what?  For  tlie 
payment  of  troo]is.  What  is  he,  then?  In  any 
point  of  view,  he  is  a  paymaster.  A  paymaster  of 
what?  A  paymaster  of  the  troops  of  the  United 
States.  I  do  not  mean  troops  originally  employed 
by  the  United  States,  but  of  whose  services  the 
United  States  have  availed  themselves — the  Cali- 
fornia battalion.  He  is  neither  more  nor  less  than 
paymaster  of  the  troops  who  have  rendered  ser- 
vices to  the  United  States.  But  he  is  more  than 
that.  His  office  differs  from  that  of  paymaster  of 
reo-ular  troops,  by  giving  him  greater  power;  for 
he  is  both  auditor  and  paymaster,  with  discretion- 
ary power  to  decide  the  claims.  His  cei'tificate, 
signed  by  two  others,  is  to  be  conclusive  authority 
to  pay.  It  must  come  to  that,  disguise  it  as  you 
please.  The  honorable  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina has  undertaken  to  quote  several  precedents, 
but,  in  my  estimation,  there  is  not  one  of  them  in 
point.  It  seems  to  me  they  do  not  support  the 
case  at  all.  I  know  there  are  cases  that  may  be 
quoted,  where  Congress,  as  a  legislative  body,  lias 
assigned  to  the  incumbent  of  an  office  already  cre- 
ated new  duties.  A  preexisting  officer  may  have 
new  duties  assigned  to  him,  and  he  is  at  liberty  to 
take  upon  himself  those  now  duties,  or  not,  as  he 
pleases.  In  other  instances,  functions  may  be  de- 
volved on  a  recognized  public  officer,  acting  under 
the  guarantees  of  a  previous  appointment,  which 
he  may  discharge  gratuitously,  for  the  benefit  of 
persons  claiming  the  benefit  of  the  benevolent  act 
of  the  Government;  not  as  obligatory  duties,  but 
as  gratuities.  Where  duties  are  assigned  to  judges 
that  did  not  pertain  to  their  olfice,  tiicy  miglil  de- 
cline to  pei'form  them  as  official  duties,  whilst  they 
could  well  discharge  such  acts  without  official  ob- 
ligation, as  acts  of  benevolence,  for  the  benefit  of 
individuals  as  well  as  fjr  the  convenience  of  the 
Government.  There  is  no  one  of  the  precedents 
that  have  been  quoted  tliat  does  not  come  to  this: 
that  an  officer  may  iiave  new  duties  assigned  liim, 
or  may  perform  gratuitous  services  of  his  own 
accord.  Another  class  of  cases  has  been  quoted, 
involving  the  distinction  between  an  officer  and  an 
employment.  That  distinction  is  sometimes  nar- 
row, and  not  easily  recognized;  whilst  again  it  be- 
comes pal|)able,  and  may  be  obviqusly  observed. 
Take  one  of  the  instances  referred  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  (,'arolina.  Mr.  Trumbull  was 
employed  to  paint  certain  pictures  for  the  roturido 
of  the  Caiiitol.  This  was  an  employment  referable 
to  contract.  It  did  not  devolve  upon  him  any  such 
duties  as  constitute  an  office  having  the  complex- 
ion of  a  public  trust.  It  was  a  specific  employment, 
and  not  an  office  like  this,  requiring  discretion  and 
judgment  in  tlie  disbursement  of  public  moneys, 
under  a  salary.  I  could  go  on  and  demonstrate  the 
distinction  hy  numerouscases,if  I  weredisposcd  to 
enter  at  large  into  the  subject,  but  1  deem  it  wholly 
unnecessary  to  detain  the  Senate.  The  case  of  the 
Pea  Patch  Island  has  lieen  referred  to.  I  believe 
the  appointment  of  arbitrator  in  tlmt  case  was  made 
by  the  President. 

Mr.  MASON.  I  believe  that  the  net  of  Con- 
gress in  relation  to  that  case  merely  requested  and 
authorized  the  President  to  have  the  mutter  a(lju.st- 
cd,  without  indicating  how  it  should  be  done.  He 
proceeded  to  carry  out  the  intention  of  Congress 
ijy  employing  Mr.  S.irgeant  as  arljilrator. 

Mr.  BUTLKll.  1  do  not  proj)ose  to  enter  into 
the  argument.     I  simjily  .stated  my  reaaons  gen- 


erally for  regarding  this  in<lividual — Colonel  Fre- 
mont— as  as  officer.  He  is  certainly  an  officer  for 
disbursing  !jj700,000.  If  this  be  not  so,  I  certainly 
do  not  know  what  he  is. 

Mr.  RUSK.  The  bill  docs  not  authorize  him 
to  make  payments  at  all.  After  he  shall  have  ad- 
judicated the  claims,  they  shall  be  paid,  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  act,  by  some  offi.cer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  The  bill  appropriates  the  money 
for  payment  of  the  claims;  and  they  may  be  [laid 
by  the  very  officer  who  adjudicates  them,  and,  in 
effect,  they  are  paid  on  liis  certificate.  He  is  a 
judicial  paymaster,  with  judicial  powers.  I  will 
not  say  that  the  Legislatj^re  might  not  appoint  as 
competent  an  officer  as  the  President  may,  nor 
that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fremont  would  not  be  my 
choice.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  rare  endowments, 
of  rare  abilities;  and  if  the  "selection  rested  with 
me,  he  would  be  the  very  individual  whom  I  would 
select.  Let  it  not  be  supposed  that  my  objection 
to  the  bill  arises  from  any  objection  to  the  indi- 
vidual indicated.  That  is  not  the  ground  of  my 
opposition  at  all;  but  it  rests  upon  the  isolated 
ground  that  I  have  intimated.  1  trust  that  the  bill 
will  be  recommitted,  and  so  amended  that  the  Pres- 
ident shall  have  the  nomination  of  the  commis- 
sioner. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  desire  to  ask  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina,  before  he  concludes  his 
remarks,  to  put  his  construction  upon  the  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  which  1  referred. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  1  understand  that  to  be  entirely 
different  from  the  present  case.  The  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury  was  an  officer  already  in  office.  You 
have  superadded  to  his  duties,  it  is  true;  and  to 
this  I  do  not  object.  I  do  not  say  that  al'ter  you 
have  appointed  a  judge  you  shall  not  superadd 
to  his  original  duties  the  duties  belonging  to  an 
ap[)ellate  jurisdiction.  1  am  satisfied  of  one  thing, 
that  this  is  an  officer  to  disburse  or  adjudicate 
!jji700,0U0;  and  that  the  individual  appointed  will, 
to  all  'intents  and  purposes,  be  the  paymaster  of 
officers  and  troops  in  California,  instead  of  troops 
within  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BENTON.  The  reading  of  the  bill,  as  to 
the  duties  of  this  officer,  will  show  that  there  is  a 
mistake  on  llie  part  of  the  honorable  Senator — 
that  his  whole  argument  has  turned  upon  an  entire 
misajjprehension. 

This  bill  has  a  discrimination  between  the  offi- 
cers who  have  the  duties  to  perform  of  paying  mo- 
ney and  the  commiissioners  v/lio  have  to  adjudicate 
the  claims.  The  one  is  a  board,  the  other  is  an 
officer.  The  bill  provides  that  tlie  payment  of 
these  claims,  al'ter  they  are  ascertained  by  a  board 
of  ccnnmissioners,  shall  be  made  by  an  officer,  either 
duly  appointed  for  the  purpose,  or  designated  by 
the  President.  If  there  be  an  officer  who  can  be 
spared  from  his  ordinary  duties,  the  President  may 
direct  him  to  make  the  [laymenls;  but  if  no  one 
can  be  spared,  then  one  shall  be  ap])ointed  for  the 
purpose.  The  bill  is  entirely  different  from  what 
seems  to  be  supposed  by  the  hon  .rable  Senator 
from  South  Carolina.  It  contains  an  actual  pro- 
vision for  the  appointment  of  an  officer  by  the 
President  and  Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  making 
these  payments,  if  they  do  not  find  an  officer  who 
can  be  spared: 

"  Wiiicli  ccrlificiite^  simli  Ijc  fortliwith  paid  in  California 
|iy  scjuie  olhtcr  duly  appuiiited  or  desigiiaied  for  tlie  pur- 
pof^e." 

Thus  you  see  the  bill  provides  for  the  due  ap- 
pointment of  an  officer,  if  no  one  can  be  spared; 
but  it  leaves  it  entirely  with  the  Executive  Gov- 
ernment to  say  whether  one  can  be  spared.  Tliis 
shows  that  the  objections  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  liave  turned  on  a  total  misap- 
prehension of  tliejnovisions  of  the  bill.  And  to  this 
misapprehension  may  be  added  what  has  been  read 
and  re-read  by  the  Senator  from  Texas  in  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
that  not  merely  an  officer  existing  may  have  ad- 
ditional duties  put  upon  him,  but  that  any  one 
may  be  named  by  Congress  to  perform  a  sjjccific 
duty.  Sir,  there  is  a  decision  of  llie  highest  tribu- 
nal which  is  Jiiiown  to  this  country,  wliicli  lias 
been  referred  to  by  the  Senator  I'rom  Nortii  Caro- 
lina, in  which  the  judges  did  not  accept  cumula- 
tively l\\^  duties  of  arbitrators  in  their  character 
of  judges,  but  they  took  upon  themselves  the  du- 
ties scfiaratcly  and  disiincily,  adjourning  the  court 
from  day  to  day,  and  taking  care  to  lay  aside  their 
judicial  character.     Tlie  case  of  the  Pea  Patch 


Island  has  been  referred  to.  It  was  a  bill  twice 
passed  by  the  Senate  to  arbitrate  the  Pea  Patch 
Island;  and  in  one  R.  B.  Taney,  and  in  tli£  other 
H.  Biniiey,  named  as  the  commissioner. 

This  bill  came  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  a 
committee  presumed,  to  know  what  the  law  is. 
Another  bill,  in  1844,  was  introduced  by  a  Senator 
from  Delaw.are,  (Mr.  Bayard.)  and  sent  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee, and  reported  without  amend- 
ment. This  shows  the  sense  of  that  committee. 
The  submission  is,  in  one  to  Mr.  Binney,  in  the 
other  to  Roger  B.  Taney,  of  Baltimore,  in  his  pri- 
vate character,  and  not  in  his  character  of  Chief 
Justice!  So  that  these  two  cases,  in  addition  to 
those  already  presented,  are,  to  my  mind,  as  con- 
clusive a.-3  anything  can  be  that  there  is  full  power 
in  Congress  to  make  the  appointment.  I  appre- 
hend, sir,  that  after  the  judicial  decisions  which 
have  been  read  by  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina and  by  the  Senator  fVom  Texas,  and  these  two 
cases  from  our  own  bills  that  have  been  shown 
here,  there  is  nothing  further  to  be  said  on  the 
point  of  power. 

Now,  the  question  is  upon  a  proposition  to  re- 
commit this  bill,  with  instructions,  and  the  instruc- 
tions go  to  leave  out  the  mass  of  the  claims  to  be 
provided  for,  to  leave  out  all  that  have  been  ascer- 
tained and  adjusted,  to  leave  out  all  those  which 
are  now  in  this  city  for  payment,  and  to  carry  all 
back  to  California  for  settlement  there.  The  bill 
as  drawn,  discriminates  between  iho.se  claims  the 
amount  of  which  has  been  fixed  and  allowed,  and 
those  which  are  uncertain;  and  it  provides  for  the 
immediate  payment  of  the  ascertained  claims,  and 
for  paying  the  unsettled  ones  at  the  proper  place, 
to  wit,  in  California,  so  as  to  prevent  them  from 
coming  into  the  hands  of  speculators  and  agents. 
The  board  is  only  to  act  on  the  unascertained 
claims.  The  bill  provides  for  paying  the  expenses 
of  the  civil  government  established  by  Commodore 
Stockton,  and  to  pay  all  just  claims  arising  out  of 
the  military  operations  in  California;  but  the  re- 
commitment cuts  off  all  the  expt^nses  of  the  civil 
government.  We  know  perfectly  well  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  navy  was  directed  to  proceed  to  the 
coast  of  California,  to  take  possession  of  the  coun- 
try, and  establish  a  temporary  civil  government. 
The  instructions,  as  drawn  up  l)y  the  Senator  from 
Virginia,  cut  off  the  whole  of  this  class  of  claims. 
The  expenses  of  the  civil  government  are  cut  olf, 
although  that  government  was  established  under 
the  precise  instructions  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  instructions  also  cut  off,  as  I 
said  before,  all  the  claims  which  have  been  liqui- 
dated, the  amount  of  which  is  evidenced  by  a 
|iroper  instrument  from  Commodore  Stockton  or 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Fremont.  They  cut  off  also 
the  claims  that  are  payable  upon  evidence  of  mus- 
ter rolls,  and  also  upon  authenticated  discharges 
of  soldiers.  The  bill  is  for  the  payment  of  classes 
of  claims,  some  ascertained,  some  not;  many  of 
those  ascertained  are  now  waiting  in  this  city  for 
payment.  According  to  these  instructions,  drawn 
up  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mason,] 
they  must  all  go  back  to  California,  and  have  their 
claims  examined  over  again.  The  instructions  go 
to  cut  olf  four  classes  of  ascertained  claims,  and 
to  send  the  claimants  back  three  thousand  miles  to 
the  other  side  of  the  continent,  to  have  their  claims 
again  examined.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fremont,  as 
Governor  of  California,  drew  bills  for  the  payment 
of  the  ex|3eiiscs  of  the  civil  government.  These 
bills  came  here,  were  protested  for  non-payment, 
and  arc  now  standing  against  him. 

In  sjjeaking  of  that  part  of  the  claims  whicli 
have  accrued  without  the  jiositive  authority  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  the  Senator  from 
Texas  has  very  properly  told  you  that  they  are 
only  a  fraction  of  the  whole  amount.  They  are 
the  claims  which  accrued  in  about  thirty  days,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  military  operations,  during 
the  time  when  the  independent  or  grisly  bear  flag 
was  raised — when  there  were  perhaps  not  three 
hundred  men  engaged.  It  was  in  the  beginning 
of  June  that  this  flag  was  hoisted.  In  the  begin- 
ning'of  July,  Fremont  and  those  with  him  joined 
Commodore  Sloat,aiid  look  the  flag  of  the  United 
States,  and  soon  after  went  under  Commodore 
Stockton  as  commander-in-chief.  From  that  time 
they  were  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  it  was  after  that  period  that  the  great 
mass  of  the  claims  originated.  Only  a  fraction  of 
them  accrued  before.  I  think  that  by  the  time  we 
meet  again,  I  shall  be  able  to  submit  a  proviso 
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limitin<jtlie  unauthorized  part  of  tlie  ex[«enditures, 
and  l)ring-iiis;  them  down  to  perhaps  one-twentieth 
part  of  wliat  the  bill  contains. 

Now,  after  having;  shown  tliat  llie  instructions 
which  have  been  submitted  go  to  change  the 
whole  character  of  the  bill,  and  cut  otT  four  differ- 
ent classes  of  the  claims  and  send  them  back  to 
California — cutting  off,  too,  the  whole  expenses  of 
the  civil  government — cutting  off  the  bills  now  in 
this  city  drawn  by  Fremont,  and  protested — cut- 
ting off  payments  upon  evidence  of  muster-rolls, — 
after  this,  all  I  have  to  say  is,  that  if  the  instruc- 
tions prevail  I  shall  vote  against  the  bill.  It  was 
in  the  month  of  October  last  that  Frcmoiit  brought 
this  subject  before  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
bnnight  to  his  attention  the  different  classes  of 
claims.  One  was  for  the  payment  of  volunteers. 
His  answer  was,  that  the  case  retjuired  special 
legislation.  But,  sir,  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  cdn- 
i;eive  why  it  should  require  special  legislation, 
when  the  naval  ofnc.ers  were  S]5ecifically  command- 
ed to  establish  a  temporary  government  there — 
when  they  were. peremptorily  told  that  they  were 
expected  not  only  to  concfuer  the  country,  but  lo 
hold  it,  and  to  establish  a  temporary  civil  govern- 
ment. Was  this  government  to  live  upon  air.' 
Was  it  to  have  no  support.'  Does  not  the  order 
to  establish  the  government  carry  along  wuh  it  the 
right  to  support  it.'  Sir,  I  admit  no  want  of  au- 
thority in  the  drawing  of  these  bills.  We  admit 
that  Colonel  Fremont  acted  without  authority  in 
taking  up  arms  to  defend  the  men,  women,  and 
children,  whose  lives  were  menaced,  not  only  with 
the  destruction  of  their  fields  by  fire,  but  with  the 
horrors  of  an  Indian  war.  We  admit,  that  for 
tibout  thirty  days,  he  acted  without  authority 
from  the  Government;  and  we  ov/n  and  declare 
that  he  made  it  ap|iarent  to  the  world  that  he  did 
so  by  putting  up,  not  the  flag  of  the  United  States, 
,  but  an  independent  flag  He'declared  that  it  was 
not  the  power  of  the  United  States,  but  a  new 
power;  and  that  very  act  absolved  the  United 
States  from  it.  As  soon  as  it  was  found  that  the 
United  States  and  JVIexico  were  at  war,  that  flag 
was  pulled  down,  and  Colonel  Fremont  and  his 
men  passed  under  the  command  of  Commodore 
Stockton,  not  in  cooperation  with  Commodore 
Stockton,  but  in  subordination  to  him,  upon  a 
written  agreement  to  serve  under  liis  orders.  That 
engagement  was  religiously  kept.  From  that  time 
forth,  we  admit  no  want  of  power,  no  want  of  au- 
thority. From  that  time  forth  we  declare  there 
was  full  authority  to  do  everything  that  was  done; 
yet  the  whole  mass  almost  of  the  claims  that  are 
here  arose  after  that  time,  and  in  the  pursuance  of 
that  for  which  they  had  full  authority  to  carry  on 
liostilities,  and  to  establish  and  maintain  a  tempo- 
rary civil  government.  When  gentlemen  again 
speak  on  the  subject,  and  suppose  that  Fremont 
incurred  several  hundred  thousand  dollars  expense 
v/ithout  authority,  I  must  beg  them  to  go  back  to 
the  point  to  which  the  Senator  from  Texas  con- 
ducted them  to-day.  For  a  period  of  thirty  days 
we  admit  there  was  no  authority,  Fremont  did  an 
act  for  which  he  had  no  authority;  but  I  will  un- 
<lertake  to  say,  that  if  General  Jackson  were  alive 
he  would  not  be  ashamed  of  such  an  incident  in  his 
life.  He  would  say,  "Write  it  down.  I  take  the 
'responsibility.  1  saved  my  countrymen,  men, 
*  women,  and  children,  from  the  tomahawk  of  the 
'  savage.  Write  it  all  down."  When  Fremont 
wrote  me  an  account  of  it  from  California,  he  sent 
me  at  the  same  time  a  blank,  to  send  in  his  resig- 
nation if  there  was  any  disapprobation  of  what  lie 
had  done.  To  a  man  of  honor  and  patriotism  there 
«re  obligations  infinitely  higher  than  any  that  a 
commission  imposes,  and  in  discharge  of  which, 
commissioiKS  will  ije  despised.  This  was,  tlien, 
Fremont's  case.  He  saw  that  his  fellow-country- 
men were  in  danger;  he  acted  under  a  sense  of  great 
responsibility,  of  agonizing  res[)onsibility,  but  in 
obedience  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience,  and 
ready  and  willing  to  risk  a  responsibility  above 
that  of  a  military  commission — the  moral  sense  of 
his  countrymen.  And  it  has  justified  what  was 
done.  l<'ar  from  wishing  to  throw  upon  the  Ad- 
ministration, either  as  individuals  or  as  a  Govern- 
ment, the  responsibility  of  the  act  from  which  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Mason]  took  so  much 
pains  to  free  them,  Mr.  Fremont  retiuested,  in  his 
late  trial,  that  he  might  be  put  upon  trial  before  the 
court  martial  for  taking  up  arms  v,/ilh()ut  authority 
of  the  Government.  He  asked,  and  in  writing,  to 
have  that  act  included  in  the  charges  made  against 


him,  that  there  might  appear  on  the  record  judi- 
cially, and  forever,  an  exemption  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  any  responsibility  of  that  act. 

Now,  what  is  the  motion.'  To  recommit  the 
bill.  For  what  purpose.'  That  the  conrwnittee 
may  e.xercise  some  discretion  when  they  come  to- 
gether.' that  they  may  assemble  for  the  purjiose  of 
considering  the  matter,  and  devising  an  ajipropri- 
ate  remedy.'  No,  sir!  the  instruction  is  peremp- 
tory. It  is  an  order  to  the  committee  to  assemble 
in  their  committee-room,  and  transcribe  the  words 
given  to  them.  It  is  to  make  the  committee  the 
amanuensis  of  the  gentleman  !  The  committee  is 
to  be  assembled,  not  for  the  purpose  of  thiiilang 
and  determining,  but  for  l^e  purpose  of  tran-ycrib- 
ing  the  words  that  are  given  to  them.  Why,  the 
motion  is  properly  the  suliject  of  an  amendment  to 
be  made  at  your  table.  It  is  a  proper  one  for  the 
vote  of  the  Senate,  without  putting  the  committee 
to  the  trouble  of  assembling  and  transcribing  it. 
The  whole  object  may  be  accomplished,  if  the  Sen- 
ate favors  his  motion,  by  leaving  out  tlie  words,  in 
lines  ten  and  eleven  of  section  two,  from  the  words 
"consisting  of,"  to  the  word  " officers."  The  re- 
commitment would  be  useless;  for  the  Senate  can, 
if  it  please,  make  the  amendment  itself,  and  with- 
out trouble  to  the  committee,  and  the  delay  it 
would  occasion.  It  would  be  pernicious;  for  it 
would  cut  off  the  ascertained  claims  from  payment 
at  once,  and  send  them  three  thousand  miles  to  be 
ascertained  over  again  before  paid.  It  proceeds 
upon  a  mistake — that  the  v/hoie  §700,000  was  in- 
curred by  Mr.  Fremont  without  authority,  when 
only  a  fraction  of  that  amount,  say  the  one-twen- 
tieth part,  was  so  incurred — all  the  rest  being 
incurred  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Stock- 
ton, acting  with  the  authority  and  ap[u-obation  of 
the  Government.  And  for  this  small  amount,  done 
without  authority,  the  Government  has  received 
and  retained  all  the  fruits.  It  received  all  the  ben- 
efit of  the  whole  movement  for  independence,  and 
it  is  right  and  high  lime,  after  almost  two  years, 
that  it  should  pay  the  expenses  of  it. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  It  appears  to  me,  that  in  any 
view  that  can  be  taken  of  the  subject,  the  bill  re- 
quires amendment.  The  Senator  will  pardon  me 
for  saying  that  it  is  neither  "fish,  flesh,  nor  fowl." 
It  has  no  precedent  anywhere.  It  appears  to  me 
that  this  offiice  which  is  to  be  created  is  an  office 
within  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  a 
judicial  office;  for,  by  the  terms  of  the  bill,  the  de- 
cision of  this  board  of  commissioners  is  to  be  final. 
It  is  impossible  for  me  to  distinguish  between  the 
duty  conferred  by  this  bill,  and  the  duty  conferred 
upon  a  vast  variety  of  officers  discharging  similar 
duties,  whose  appointments  are  required  to  be  made 
by  the  President  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  case  of  the  Pea  Patch  Island  was  a  mere 
matter  of  arbitration.  It  was  a  selection  of  an 
arbitrator  by  the  parties,  because  the  appointment 
by  the  President  could  have  had  no  validity  at  all, 
except  by  the  concurrence  of  the  parties.  The  act 
giving  the  President  power  to  appoint,  was  nothing 
more  nor  less  than  declaring  the  assentof  Congress. 
Such  cases  have  no  sort  of  analogy  with  the  pres- 
ent, nor  does  the  authority  cited  by  the  Senator 
seem  to  have  any  direct  beai'ing  upon  this  case. 
A  claim  against  the  Post  Office  Department,  or 
rather  against  the  Government,  was  directed  to  be 
examined  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  and 
officers  known  to  the  treasury.  He  made  his 
award.  The  Postmaster  General  attempted  to 
overrule  his  decision,  and  the  question  was  raised 
whether  it  was  consistent  for  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral to  reverse  the  decision  of  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury.  The  decision  was,  and  very  properly 
I  think,  that  jna.smuch  as  Congrsss  had  submitted 
thequestion  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  whose 
determination  should  be  final,  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral hud  no  control  over  it.  But  it  is  perfectly  ob- 
vious that  this  is  not  a  question  respecting  the 
legality  of  aiipomtment.  The  only  question  was, 
whether,  by  any  law,  the  decision  of  the  Solicitor 
could  be  reiixaniined.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  Congress,  when  they  passed  the  a,ct  in 
1792,  intended  to  confer  the  power  upon  the  board 
as  such;  but  when  the  court  came  to  consider  it, 
they  came  to  the  decision  that  it  was  not  intended 
to  confer  the  po^ver  asa  legal  power.  What  then.' 
Why,  if  they  give  effect  to  the  power  at  all,  they 
must  treat  it  as  a  power  conferred  upon  them  indi- 
vidually, and  take  the  expression  to  be  a  mere 
dcsignaticm  of  parties.  Was  there  any  (picstion 
there  like  the  jiresenl.'     Did  the  court  undertake 


to  discuss  the  question  whether  Congress  hart  the 
power  to  appoint  nn  officer  without  consulting  the 
President.'  Sir,  the  difficulty  in  all  these  prece- 
dents is,  that  the  question  was  not  before  the  court. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  over  inlbrmally; 

And,  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  Jpril  14,  1848. 
The  .Journal  having  been  read,  the  debate  was 
resumed  on  the  report  of  the  Conmiittee  of  Elec- 
tions in  the  case  of  the  contested  election  for  the 
sixth  Conirressional  district  of  New  York,  by  Mr. 
VAN  DYKE,  who  had  the  floor  from  yesterday, 
and  who  spoke  through  his  allotted  hour. 

Mr.  F^OCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  then  moved 
that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  private  calendar;  which  being  agreed 
to,  tlie  I-Iouse  v/eiit  into  committee  accordingly, 
(Mr.  Morse  in  the  chair.) 

The  committee  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  for 
settling  the  claim  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Richard  W.  Meade,  deceased. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
adding  a  section  requiring  the  legal  representatives 
to  advertise  in  the  two  principal  newspapers  of 
Washington,  once  a  month  for  six  months,  the  act 
of  Congress  for  their  relief,  together  with  a  notice 
requiring  all  persons  claiming  to  be  principals  or 
representatives  of  tliose  for  v.'hom  said  Meade 
acted  as  agent  on  account  of  claims  against  Spain, 
included  in  the  act,  to  appear  and  prove  their 
claims,  and  to  receive  the  sums  to  which  they  may 
be  found  to  be  entitled,  abating  commissions  for 
services  of  said  Meade,  under  agreement  or  ar- 
rangement with  any  of  the  parties;  or,  in  case  of 
no  agreement,  such  sum  as  the  accounting  officers 
of  the  treasury  may  deem  just  for  the  expense  and 
trouble  incurred  by  said  Meade  and  his  legal  rep- 
resentatives in  the  prosecution  of  said  claims;  and 
no  money  due  said  Meade  as  agent  to  be  paid  to 
the. legal  representatives  beyond  the  commissions 
Meade  would  have  been  entitled  to  as  agent,  &c. 
Mr.  A.  explained  and  enforced  his  amendment. 
Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  warmly  ad- 
vocated the  bill. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  opposed  it. 
Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  advocated  it. 
[Mr.  I.  made  an  explanation  of  the  merits  of  the 
bill,  to  the  following  effeot: 

This  claim  was  once  of  unquestionable  validity 
on  the  Government  of  Spain,  It  lias  changed  its 
character  .only  so  far  as  respects  the  proper  party 
liable  to  pay  it.  In  amount,  in  principle,  in  clear- 
ness, in  strength,  no  alteration  has  taken  place  in 
the  long  lapse  of  time.  The  only  difference  is, 
that  the  Government  of  the  United  States  has  been 
substituted  as  the  debtor  in  the  place  of  the  Gov-^ 
ernment  of  Spain.  This  substitution  has  been 
effected  by  the  mere  voluntary,  unsolicited,  and 
repeated  act  of  the  United  States.  In  effecting  this 
result,  the  Government  has  acted  in  the  due  exer- 
cise of  its  treaty-making  power.  It  has  indulged 
in  a  constitutional  use  of  its  functions.  It  has  re- 
nounced once  and  again  to  Spain  all  claim  of  this 
ils  citizen.  So  far  it  had  a  right.  But  in  exer- 
cising that  high  constitutional  power,  it  has  as- 
sumed a  constitutional  obligation,  no  less  certain,  of 
perfect  and  satisfactory  remuneration.  "Nor  shall 
private  property  be  taken  for  public  use  without 
just  compensation,"  [Amendments  Con.  U.  S., 
Art.  8.]  For  the  sake  of  the  Floridas,  which  be- 
came a  fair  and  valuable  possession,  this  relinquish- 
ment was  made.  No  one  has  ever  regretted  the 
large  addition  to  our  national  soil,  now  fnst  peo- 
pling with  freemen.  Nor  ought  there  to  be  the 
slightest  hesitation  in  standing  up  to  the  equivalent 
while  we  are  in  literal  enjoyment  of  the  bounty; 
otherwise  the  Government  sacrifices  the  rights  of 
its  citizens  on  the  altar  of  its  own  overreaching 
ambition.  It  would  make  a  sad  exhibition  of  the 
faithlessness  and  unnatural  feelings  of  republics, 
at  a  moment  when  our  example  ought  to  shine 
like  the  morning  star,  were  we  to  avail  ourselves 
of  the  property  and  immolated  rights  of  our  people 
for  the  national  good,  and  then  leave  them  Unre- 
dressed and  scorned. 

During  u  course  of  extensive  commercial  opera- 
tions, Mr.  Meade  had  large  dealings  with  the 
Government  of  Spain.  His  residence  in  that  coun- 
try was  at  a  lime  when  disturbed  by  domestic 
troubles  and  distressed  by  hostile  invasion.  Her 
finances  were  ombarrussed  and  Her  resources  re- 
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duccd.  The  officers  of  the  Government  hnd  orca- 
sion  to  cull  for  Hssisimice  from  (he  motieyeil  and 
business  men  of  Ciidiz,  the  threat  commercial  me- 
tropolis. No  one  of  that  class  stood  liijjher  for 
respectability  in  any  shape,  for  wealth  or  liberality, 
than  Mr.  Meade.  He  was  frequemly  applied  to 
for  assistance,  and  freely  answered  to  the  applica- 
tions. He  sold  goods,  made  loans,  and  furnislied 
provi.^ions  to  the  regular  aiiihorities.  For  a  por- 
tion of  these  transactions,  libramicnlos  or  promises 
to  pay  were  from  time  to  time  given  to  inm,  and 
all  of  them  have  received  the  assent  and  confirma- 
tion of  the  Crown. 

He  held  a  bill  of  exchange  from  the  Minister  of 
Finance  on  llie  Viceroy  of  Mexico  for  three  Imn- 
dred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  [laid  in  Vci'a  Cruz  in 
specie,  with  license  to  export  it  to  London.  A 
part  only  wa.s  paid,  and  that  not  in  specie,  but  in 
tobacco.  The  bill  was  protested,  and  a  loss  was 
finally  sustained  exceeding  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

He  was  illegally  and  cruelly  held  in  prison  for 
two  years  under  an  arbitrary  order  of  the  Govern- 
ment,  and  claims  redress  for  this  signal  act  of  des- 
potic tyranny.  We  who  breathe  the  air  of  free- 
dom can  scarcely  imagine  the  degree  of  oppression 
which  may  be  exercised  in  the  name  and  by  the 
sanction  of  those  who  are  high  in  office  over  the 
innocent  and  the  feeble.  The  pretext  for  this  daring 
violation  of  the  rights  and  the  liberties  of  an  Amer- 
ican citizen  was,  that  he  sternly  refused  to  comply 
with  an  exaction  at'terwards  fully  acknowled;:ed 
to  be  unjust.  A  sum  of  money  once  already  hand- 
ed over  by  him  was  demanded  a  second  time,  and 
a  long  incarceration,  with  all  its  tearful  and  per- 
haps fatal  consequences,  was  the  barbarous  penalty 
of  manly  denial  of  the  behests  of  high-hantled  and 
inexorable  wrong. 

Thus  stood  the  relations  of  the  American  citizen 
towards  the  Spanish  Crown  when  negotiations 
■were  entered  into  for  the  purchase  of  the  Floridas. 
It  was  known  that  such  purchase  was  to  be  made. 
It  was  expected  that  it  would  create  a  fund  for  the 
long-deferred  and  heart-sickened  creditors  of  a>de- 
cayed  and  miserable  monarchy.  Invitation  was 
given  to  record  with  the  Department  of  Slate  of  j 
the  United  States  statements  of  all  claims  of  our  \ 
citizens  upon  the  Spanish  Government,  soliciting 
the  interposition  of  ourGovernment  in  their  behalf; 
and  this  was  to  be  done  before  any  treaty  should 
be  signed.  Mr.  Meade  accordingly  came  with  his 
partial  Uhramienlos,  his  distant  and  cold  royal  ac- 
knowledgments, his  suft'erings  and  his  wrongs, 
his  painful  recollections,  and  his  now  briglueinng 
and  beaming  hopes,  and  de])osited  them  alf,  just  as 
they  were,  unadjusted,  almost  unarranged,  in  the 
hands  of  his  own  free  and  enlightened  Govern- 
ment. For  its  liability  and  its  promises  and  good 
faith,  he  was  about  to  exchange,  as  he  presumed, 
•a  precarious  dependence  on  a  falling  monarchy. 
Fatal  was  his  reliance — forlorn  his  hofie. 

The  treaty  was  signed  February  22,  1819 — a 
day  once  auspicious  as  the  birthday  of  incarnate 
wisdom,  honor,and  integrity,  now  prolific  in  niuch 
Bad  disappointment.  The  sixteenth  or  concluding 
article  of  the  treaty  provided  that  it  should  be  rati- 
fied in  due  form  by  the  contracting  parties,  and 
that  the  ratification   should  be  exchanged   in  six 


acknowledgment  of  the  balance  due  by  the  Span- 
ish nation,  and  transmitted  the  docuinenis  confirm- 
atory of  the  result.     This  conmiunication  to  Mr. 
Adams  was  dated   August  17,  and  Mr.  Adams's 
reply  September  6,  18:20.     in  this  reply  the  Secre- 
tary oT  Slate,  writing  in  his  ofiicial  capacity,  offers 
to  Mr.  Meade  his  congratulations  upon  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  accounts  with   the  Spanish  Govern- 
:  ment,and  assures  him  "that  this  Government  feels 
i  tiot  a  little  gratification  in  having  at  all  contributed 
j  to  this  satisfactory  result."    The  formal  acknowl- 
I  edgment  of  the  royal  debtor  was  made  at  a  time 
I  and  under  circumstances  which  authorized  the  be- 
lief that  he  alone  was  to  pay  it. 

It  thus  appears  that  the  arrangement  and  settle- 
ment with  Spain  were^fl'ected  with  the  aid  and 
cooperation,  approved  of,  sanctioned,  and  confirm- 
ed, and  even  rejoiced  at  and  sympathized  in,  by 
the  proper  organs  of  our  own  Government. 

These  events  occurred  while  the  treaty  was  a 
dead  letter.  It  remained  so  absolutely  until  the 
24th  October,  1820 — twenty  months  after  its  date, 
and  fourteen  months  after  the  expiration  of  the 
limitedperiodof  six  months  forits  ratification,  when 
it  received  the  signature  of  Ferdinand,  the  King  of 
Sjiain.  Final  ratification  was  given  by  the  United 
States  on  the  22d  February,  1821,  four  months 
afterwards,  and  no  less  than  two  years  after  its 
formal  completion  and  signature  in  Washington. 

Mr.  Meade  now  seemed  to  have  a  double  chance 
for  remuneration.  Jn  one  form  his  claim  was  en- 
tilled  to  consideration  from  his  own  Government, 
in  the  regular  department  of  which  it  was  duly 
entered,  although  then  somewhat  wanting  in  pre- 
cise and  definite  liquidation.  In  another  form  it 
was  before  a  foreign  Government,  adjusted,  liqui- 
dated, and  fully  recognized.  He  could  scarcely 
err  in  |)roceeding  before  the  proper  authority  of 
either;  and  he  could  tiot  be  in  danger  of  losing 
hold  of  the  one  by  fairly  presenting  himself  before 
the  other.  In  full  reliance  upon  our  own  commis- 
sioners, he  presented  his  memorial,  along  with  the 
proofs  of  acknowledgment  by  the  crown  officers 
of  Spain  and  the  very  head  of  sovereignty  itself. 

Tiie  commissioners  entertained  doubts  whether 
they  had  jurisdiction  over  contracts  which  had 
been  made  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  with 
the  Government  of  Spain.  They  addressed  a  let- 
ter to  Mr.  Adams  on  the  5th  of  March,  1822,  sub- 
mitting an  inquiry  as  to  the  intention  of  the  treaty- 
makers  on  this  point.  A  reply,  dated  March  9tli, 
was  made,  that  in  providing  for  the  claims  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  it  was  not  understood 
by  either  party  that  claims  arising  from  contract, 
as  they  existed  at  the  time  of  the  signature  of  the 
treaty,  should  be  excluded  from  its  benefit.  By 
this  time  it  will  be  observed,  the  adjustment  had 
been  made  by  the  Spanish  Government  with  Mr. 
Meade,  and  he  held  in  his  hand  the  highest  pos- 
sible authentication;  but  he  had  given  in  exchange 
for  this  acknowledgment  the  original  vouchers  by 
which  his  case  was  originally  sustained  and  made 
clear. 

A  year  had  now  elapsed  of  the  time  limited  by 
the  treaty  for  the  duration  of  the  commission.  We 
are  brought  by  this  lapse  of  time  to  a  second  stage 
of  an  evenifal  controversy.  The  commissioners, 
regarding  the  claim  as  it  was  filed  and  presented 


months  from  the  22d  February,  1819,  or  sooner  if  !!  originally,   that  is,   unadjusted   and    unliquidated. 


possible.  Six  months  came  and  went  without  rati- 
ncation  or  exchange  of  ratification.  The  treaty 
was  to  all  appearance  at  an  end.  Hopes  wliicn 
had  been  turned  for  a  season  towards  our  own 
Government  were  compelled  reluctantly  to  revert 
to  Spain.  The  los.ses  of  Mr.  Meade  had  been  too 
great  to  brook  further  delay. 

Constrained  by  the  neces.sity  of  the  case,  and 
advised  and  aHsisted  by  the  fuoper  department  at 
home,  he  applied,  through  the  intervention  of  the 
Amcrii  an  minister,  to  the  Spanish  Government  for 
redress.  In  one  sense,  though  an  abortive  one, 
he  obtained  it.  A  siici'.ial  junta  of  councillors  was 
named  by  the  King  to  take  cognizance  of  the  claim. 
A  favorable  award  was  made  and  af)proved  by  the 
King,  amounting  to  near  4.")U0,()00  (9,8rJ:j,072.20 
8.  11  maravedis,  or  5^491  ,ir>3  {')2.)  Accriificate  in 
due  form  of  acknowledgment  was  given  to  Mr. 
Meade,  who  hud,  it  is  believed,  gone  to  Spain  to 
prosecute  his  unhappy  suit,  and  the  letter  of  (onnal 
announcement  is  in  full  preservation,  dated  at  the 
lloyal  Talace,  at  Madrid,  21mI  May,  1820.  As  it 
became  him  to  do,  Mr.  Meade  officially  m.idc 
known  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  through  him 


had  no  proofs  before  them  according  to  their  ptcu 
liar  views.  They  reasoned  somewhat  technically 
that  a  new  debt  was  created  by  the  arrangement 
with  Spain,  and  the  old  one  extinguished;  and 
thus  the  circumstance  which  should  seem  to  have 
been  the  best  and  strongest  support — the  settle- 
ment and  acknowledgment  of  the  debior^was  fa- 
tal to  its  existence. 

Nothing  was  left,  after  delays  and  embarrass- 
ments, and  after  disappointments  in  direct  appeals 
to  the  Spanish  authorities  for  the  original  vouch- 
ers, who  were  shocked  at  the  refusal  to  receive  a 
royal  flat  as  a  proof  of  debt — nothing  was  left  but 
to  ap|)ly  through  our  own  Government  for  the 
return  of  those  incidental  proofs  which  had  availed 
with  Spain.  Accordingly,  on  the  18th  of  April, 
1823,  the  commissioners  addressed  the  Secretary 
of  Slate  requesting  his  intervention  "  to  require  of 
the  Spanish  authorities  the  docunients  referred  to. " 

Another  eventful  stage  thus  was  reached;  an- 
other year  and  more  of  precious  lime  was  gone;  a 
few  short  months  only  remained  for  negotiation 
with  the  most  ponderous  and  tardy  moving  of 
Governments;  a  correspondence   in  all  its  diplo- 


claimants  were  found.  Those  of  Mr.  Meade  were 
referred  to  by  the  American  minister  in  Spain  as 
'I  so  voluminous,  although  entered  upon  by  the 
Spanish  officers  apparently  in  good  faitii  to  supply 
them," as  to  "  seem  to  forbid  any  well-founded  ex- 
pectation that  they  could  be  speedily  furnished." 
This  was  July  31,  1824.  If  they  ever  came,  they 
came  too  late.  The  sands  of  the  brief  life  of  the 
commission  ran  out.  The  five  millions  of  dollars 
applied  by  treaty  for  distribution  among  the  claim- 
ants were  fully  divided,  exclusive  of  thisxlaim. 
All  was  closed,  and  the  hopes  of  Mr.  Meade  in  that 
quarter  were  shut  out  forever. 

A  feeble  ray  of  hope  still  remained  that  Spain 
might  redeem  her  pledge,  notwithstanding  the  re- 
linquishment of  all  claims  by  the  treaty  of  22d 
j  February,  1819.  Perhaps  she  would,  but  for  the 
new  interposition  of  our  GoverniTient.  '  This  o-liin- 
mering  light  was  extinguished  by  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  two  countries  of  17th  February,  1834, 
where  renewed  relinquishment  was  given  of  all 
subsequent  claims.  Whatever  contingency  there 
might  have  been  in  the  debt  having  been  changed 
into  one  of  a  higher  nature  after  the  first  treaty  was 
signed,  was  now  unhappily  resolved  by  the  relin- 
quishment of  everything  in  the  second.  Thus  cut 
off  from  resort  to  Spain  by  double  treaty  abandon- 
ment, cutoff  from  an  appeal  to  the  commission  by 
lapse  of  time,  and  inefficiency  or  inability  of  the 
Government  to  get  the  papers  in  season,  the  only 
last  hope  is  in  this  claim  on  Congress. 

What,  however,  is  claimed.'  Not  money — noth- 
ing like  it.  Not  favor;  not  even  a  measure  of  con- 
stitutional justice;  for  private  property  has  been 
taken,  and  yet  just  compensation  will  not  imme- 
diately be  made.  Nothing  is  asked  except  to  be 
placed  before  a  commission  exactly  as  tiie  peti- 
tioner's testator  was  when  the  delay  of  the  com- 
mission had  not  taken  place,  and  the  time  for  its 
performance  of  duty  had  not  elapsed.  The  ignis 
fatuus  of  government  justice  has  throughout  the 
whole  course  of  the  iransaciion  lured  only  to 
betray.] 

Mr.  DUER,  after  some  remarks, moved  to  amend 
the  first  section  by  adding  the  following:  "  Provided, 
however,  That  the  said  officers  shall  not  be  bound 
by,  nor  regard  as  evidence,  the  liquidation  and 
settlement  of  said  claim  made  by  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment." 

Mr.  BOYDONmade  a  few  remarks;  after  which 
the  committee  rose,  and  reported  progress. 

Senate  bills  of  the  following  titles  were  taken  up, 
read  twice,  and  appropriately  referred: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Commodore  Foxall  A. 
Parker,  of  the  Unitrd  States  navy. 

A  bill  for  the  issuing  of  a  register  to  the  brig 
Palmetto. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Cunningham. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jose  Argote  Villard  Cos, 
Marie  Rose,  Fran9ois  Felix  Marquis  de  Fougeres, 
or  their  heirs  or  legal  representatives. 

The  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  J.  Melville 
Gilliss,  which  was  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  Saturday  last,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  SAWYER  rose,  but,  before  proceeding  in 
any  remarks,  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  : 

Dy  Mr.  JOHN  B.  THOMPSON:  The  petition  ofCary  H. 
Fry,  late  major  of  tlie  second  rrgiinent  of  Kf  nliieky  voliin- 
lecrs  for  losses  siis-tnincd  in  the  present  war  with  Mexico. 

By  Mr.  NICOLL:  The  memorial  of  William  B.  Bird,  of 
the  city  »f  New  York,  asking  to  be  refunded  duties  on  goods 
destroyed  liy  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York  in  the  month  of 
Decemher,  IK^. 

By  Mr.  BOOT:  The  petition  of  41  citizens  of  Dedhain 
and  Eildiiifiton,  New  liampshire,  for  an  inquiry  into  the 
slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

By  Mr.  STEWAU'P,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  petition  and 
doenmi'nts  of  Elizabeth  Kinney,  of  Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  THOMP;:?ON,  of  Iowa:  The  petition  of  the  offi- 
cers and  members  of  the  Navigation  and  Hjdranlic  Com- 
pai)_\  of  ihe  Mississippi  Rapids,  praying  for  a  grant  of  two 
liuiidred  thousand  aeresofunappiopriated  land,  to  be  selected 
by  ^aid  eoinpany,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  uaviga- 
tiun  of  the  siiiU  river  by  a  canal  around  the  falU. 


to  the  President,  these  fuels  of  final  liquidation  and  ,:  malic  forme   ensued.     Other   papers  of  different 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  ^Ipril  14,  1848. 
The  following  message  was  received  from  tho 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Walker, 
hi.s  Secretary: 
7t}  the  Senate  of  the  United  St^ites: 

In  answer  to  the  lesolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  28th  of 
March,  1648,  I  communicate  hcrewitll  a  report  of  the  Bee- 
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rctiiiy  of  War,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  head  of  the  Ord- 
nance bureau,  with  the  aecoiup.iiiyinjj  pupers,  relative  to 
"the  repeating  fire-arms  invented  by  Samuel  Colt." 

Such  is  the  favorahle  opinion  enterlained  ol  the  value  of 
this  arm,  particularly  for  mounted  corps,  that  the  Secretary 
of  W;ir,  as  will  he  seen  by  his  report,  has  eontraeted  with 
Mr.  Colt  for  two  thousand  of  his  pi^tols.  He  has  offered  to 
contract  for  an  .idditional  number,  at  liberal  prices,  hut  the 
inventof  is  unwilling  to  furni^h  them  at  the  prices  offered. 

The  invention  for  the  construction  of  these  arms  being 
patented,  the  United  States  cannot  manufacture  them  at  the 
Goverrmient  arnmri.  s,  witliout  a  previous  purchase  of  the 
right  to  do  so.  The  right  to  use  his  patent,  liy  the  United 
States,  the  inventor  is  unwilling  to  dispose  of  at  a  price 
deemed  reasonable.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington  ^pril  13,  1848. 

The  message  having  been  read,  it  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

PETITIONS. 
Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Simonton,  heir-at-law  of  Isaac  P.  Simonton,  de- 
ceased, praying  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money 
due  the  deceased,  under  the  treaty  of  ]837  with  the 
Saginaw  Indians;  which  was  referred  to  the  Corn- 
miiiee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  the  petition  ofWiHiam 
B.  Bend,  praying  the  return  of  the  duties  paid  on 
a  quantity  of  merchandise  which  was  destroyed 
by  fire;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Irons,  heir-at-law  of  J.  F.  Irons,  deceased,  late  an 
officer  in  the  army,  praying  indemnity  for  loss  sus- 
tained, in  consequence  of  being  robbed  of  public 
money  placed  in  his  hand.s  for  disbursement;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  CatharineCrosby,  one  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Thomas  D.  Anderson, 
deceased,  late  consul  of  the  United  Stales  at  Trip- 
oli, praying  to  be  allowed,  in  the  settleinenl  of  his 
accounts,  credit  for  certain  expenditures  made  by 
him  in  his  official  capacity;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  ASHLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
Central  Railroad  and  Batiking  Company  of  Geor- 
gia, sul)miited  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
their  relief. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing, and  the  report  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  gave  notice  that  he  will  move  to 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  this  bill  at  an  early 
day. 

-  Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  A.  Bryan,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  joint  resolution  for  his  relief;  which  was  read 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading,  and  the  report 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  PEARCE  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
Washington  Mutual  Insurance  Company  and 
Savings  Institution;  which  was  read  the  first  and 
second  times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Agreeably  to  notice,  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachu- 
setts, asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
to  aiTiend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  promote  the 
progress  of  the  useful  arts,  and  to  repeal  all  acts 
and  parts  of  acts  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose," 
approved  July  4,  1836;  which  was  read  the  first 
and  second  times,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Patents  and  the  Patent 
Office. 

Mr.  BAGBY  moved  to  rescind  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him  soine  time  since  and  agreed  to, 
directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  communicate  the 
proceedings  of  Messrs.  Eaton  and  Hubley,  com- 
missioners under  the  Cherokee  treaty,  stating  that 
he  had  ascertained,  in  a  private  conversation  with 
the  Secretary  of  War,  that  the  information  he  de- 
sired could  be  better  obtained  in  a  different  way, 
and  that  he  wished  to  relieve  the  Secretary  from 
the  a|)pearance  of  disregarding  an  order  of  the 
Senate. 

The  motion  to  rescind  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ASHLEY,  the  prior  ordere 
were  postponed,  and  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect 
certain  provisions  in  the  treaties  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  China  and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  giving 
certain  judicial  powers  to  ministers  and  consuls  of 
the  United  States  in  those  countries,  was  read  the 
second  time  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 


Mr.  A.  observed  that  a  necessity  existed  for 
prompt  action  on  this  bill,  and  that  it  was  desirable 
It  should  be  had  betore  the  def)arture  of  the  next 
vessel  preparing  to  sail  for  China;  and  on  his  mo- 
tion, it  was 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  further  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  lor,  Wednesday, 
ilie  mtli  instant. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
resolution,  submitted  on  the  12ili  instant  by  Mr. 
Badger,  and  it  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secrelaiy  of  the  Senate  purchase,  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate,  two  thuusand  copies  of  the  Conslitu- 
lion  of  the  United  Slates  of  America,  with  an  alplu'belical 
analysis,  prepared  and  published  by  W.  Hickey,  provided 
that  the  same  can  be  purchased  at  a  price  per  copy  not  ex- 
ceeding that  paid  for  ten  thousaijj  copies  ordered  to  be  pur 
cliased  by  a  lesolution  of  tlie  Senate  adopted  18tli  February, 
ia47. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered,  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourns,  it  be  to  Monday  next. 

THE  DAM  AT  CUMBERLAND  ISLAND. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  BELL,  the  prior  orders  were 
postponed,  and  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  repair 
and  improvement  of  the  dam  at  the  head  of  Cum- 
berland Island,  in  the  Ohio  river,  was  read  the 
second  lime  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

No  amendment  being  made,  the  bill  was  report- 
ed to  the  Senate. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time — 

Mr.  BAGBY.  1  have  but  a  word  to  say  on  the 
subject  of  this  bill,  and  would  not  have  said  that 
word,  but  for  the  determination  I  had  formed  in 
iny  own  mind  to  resist  the  system  of  internal  im- 
provement by  the'General  Government,  whenever 
and  wherever  it  is  intended  to  be  applied.  With 
entire  respect  to  the  feelings  of  those  who  advocate 
this  bill,  1  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  no  case 
can  be  presented  showing  more  clearly,  not  only 
the  impolicy,  but  the  enormity  of  the  system. 
The  bill  now  under  consideration  is  simply  this: 
that  inasmuch  as  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  thou- 
sand dollars  have  heretofore  been  appropriated  and 
expended  for  the  improvement  of  the  Cumberland 
river,  and  inasmuch  as  such  appropriation  has  been 
ineffectual,  or  has  been  rendered  so  by  the  natural 
decay  produced  by  time,  therefore  the  government 
must  appropriate  fifty  thousand  dollars  more. 

Mr.  BELL.  1  presume  the  gentleman  was  not 
present  when  I  made  some  observations  on  ttiis 
subject  a  few  days  ago.  it  is  not  to  benefit  the 
Cumberland  river  alone,  except  as  one  of  the  trib- 
utaries of  the  Ohio.  It  is  more  important  to  the 
navigation  of  the  Ohio  above  that  point,  as  well  as 
to  the  communication  between  the  Ohio  and  all  its 
tributaries  and  the  Mississippi.  The  interest  of 
the  Cumberland  river  is  not  a  tithe  of  the  interests 
included. 

Mr.  BAGBY.  Well,  sir,  when  I  get  down  the 
Cumberland  river  I  will  get  into  the  Ohio.  1  start 
where  the  appropriation  commences,  and  I  find 
that  a  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  dollars  have 
been  appropriated  and  expended  in  the  States  of 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  in  the  improvement  of 
the  Cumberland  river.  That  river,  as  the  honor- 
able Senator  very  correctly  says,  is  but  a  tributary 
of  the  Ohio.  But  the  principle  is  precisely  tlie 
same,  and  involves  the  question — by  what  author- 
ity, by  what  grant  of  power  does  this  Government 
derive  its  rights  to  improve  any  river.'  Indeed., 
if  commentary  were  necessary  on  the  impolicy 
of  measures  of  this  kind,  it  never  could  be  more 
clearly  illustrated  than  by  the  bill  now  under 
consideration.  The  interests  involved,  according 
to  the  honorable  Senator,  are  but  a  tithe  of  the 
whole  navigating  interests  of  the  Ohio,  and  yet  a 
hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  dollars  have  been 
already  appropriated,  and  the  safe  navigation  of  that 
river  has  not  been  completed.  It  amounts  to  this: 
as  fast  as  you  ascertain  that  your  appropriations 
have  been  improvidently  made,  or  as  last  as  your 
improvements  yield  to  the  touch  of  time,  you  are 
called  on  to  renew  them.  This  is  entirely  adverse 
not  only  to  tlie  principles  of  the  Constitution,  but 
to  the  law  of  nature  itself.  There  are  wide  and 
narrow,  deep  and  shallow  places,  and,  according 
to  natural  laws,  if  you  remove  a  shoal  at  one  place 
to-day,  you  create  a  shoal  at  another  place  to- 
morrow; ami  with  the  same  propriety  that  you  ask 
an  appropriation  to  remove  the  first,  you  may  ask 
one  to  remove  the  second.  I  have  been  struck 
with  another  view  which  some  of  my  respected 
friends  take  upon  questions  of  this  kind;  and  it  is 


this,  that  it  is  not  the  policy  or  the  duty  of  those 
who  contest  these  measures  on  principle  to  contest 
minor  appropriations,  but  that  they  should  wait 
for  the  greater  and  more  important  measure.  Do 
not  gentlemen  see,  if  we  permit  ourselves  to  be  de- 
feated day  after  day  by  detachments,  when  the  great 
battle  comes  to  be  fought,  we  shall  be  entirely  des- 
titute of  power.'  The  question  must  be  met  at  the 
threshold.  No  great  and  important  revolution 
was  ever  the  result  of  open  and  glaring  encroach- 
ments on  the  rights  of  the  pco|)le.  The  glorious 
revolution  which  resulted  in  the  establishment  of 
the  independence  of  the  United  States,  was  not 
brought  about  by  an  open,  glaring,  and  direct  as-, 
sault  upon  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 
It  exhibited  itself  in  the  insidious  form  of  a  thiee- 
penny  tax  upon  tea.  But  the  patriots  of  the  Revo- 
lution detected  in  it  the  serpent  sting  of  injustice 
and  oppression,  and  nobly  resolved  to  resist  it. 
So  of  the  revolution  of  1688,  the  next  in  import- 
ance upon  the  liberties  and  the  political  destinies 
of  mankind  to  our  own.  That  crafty  and  unprin- 
cipled monarch,  of  the  House  of  Stuart,  did  not 
dare  to  make  a  direct  and  open  assault  upon  the 
fragment  of  liberty  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  Eng- 
land. But  the  immortal  Hampden  and  his  illus- 
trious compatriots  saw,  in  the  levy  of  one  shilling 
upon  ship  money,  the  chains  that  were  preparing 
for  them  and  their  posterity,  and  nobly  resolved  to 
resist.  They  looked  to  the  principle  involved,  and 
so  must  we. 

This  view  of  the  case  was  forcibly  presented  by 
a  Senator  from  Louisiana  on  a  former  day.  He 
thought  it  did  not  accord  with  the  dignity  of  the 
Senate  to  contest  the  principle  upon  the  proposition 
for  granting  a  small  slip  of  land;  but  gentlemen 
must  see  that  the  principle  is  the  same,  whether 
you  apply  it  to  a  small  stream  or  the  father  of  riv- 
ers itself — to  a  small  strip  of  land,  or  to  the  whole 
valley  of  the  Mississippi.  I  do  not  hope  to  make 
converts  to  the  doctrine  which  I  hold  in  regard  to 
this  system  of  internal  improvement,  and  1  greatly 
fear  that  gentlemen  will  give  way  so  o/ten  to  those 
interests  that  are  pressed  upon  us  from  different 
quarters,  that  when  the  great  day  of  battle  comes 
there  will  but  few  be  found  occupying  the  ground 
on  which  Mr.  Jefferson  placed  himself  in  1825. 
That  remarkable  man  said,  in  relation  to  this  very 
subject,  that  once  let  in  this  doctrine  of  implied 
constitutional  powers  upon  the  subject  of  internal 
improvement,  and  "  you  enter  a  boundless  field,  no 
longer  susceptible  of  limit  or  definition." 

Believing,  as  I  conscientiously  do,  that  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  this  bill  rests  has  no  foundation 
in  the  Constitution,  1  shall  give  my  vote  against  it, 
and  shall  continue  to  oppose  every  measure  of  a 
similar  character,  while  I  have  a  vote  to  give  or  a 
voice  to  raise  in  this  Chamber. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  am  satisfied  that  there 
is  no  hope  of  shaking  the  opinions  of  my  honor- 
able friend,  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  upon  this 
subject.  His  mind  is  distinctly  made  up.  I  could 
be  perfectly  satisfied  not  to  say  a  word  if  I  could 
hope  that  the  attention  of  the  Senate  would  be 
drawn  to  the  subject.  If  there  can  be  any  excep- 
tion from  the  strict  principles  advocated  by  the 
Senator  from  Alabama,  it  seems  to  me  that  this 
case  will  constitute  that  exception.  The  obstruc- 
tion to  be  removed  here  is  one  that  has  been  created 
by  the  act  of  the  General  Government  itself.  One 
of  its  improvements,  imperfectly  made,  has  given 
way  in  such  a  manner  as  to  form  an  almost  im- 
passable obstacle,  in  some  sta<;es  of  the  water,  to 
the  navigation  of  the  Ohio.  You  have  passed  an 
appropriation  at  this  very  session  to  remove  an 
obstruction  from  the  Savannah  river,  and  it  has 
seemed  to  me,  and  I  did  hope,  on  a  former  day, 
when  this  was  the  subject  of  some  conversation, 
that  Congress  would  not  consider  this  case  as 
coming  within  the  general  ground  of  objection  to 
measures  for  internal  improvement  by  the  General 
Government.  The  object  is  to  remove  a  particular 
obstruction,  which  the  Government  itself  has  cre- 
ated within  the  river.  If  an  individual  had  created 
such  an  obstruction,  the  law  of  the  land  would  com- 
pel him,  as  a  civil  duty,  to  remove  it.  Should  not 
the  General  Government  be  permitted  to  do  that 
which,  on  a  general  construction  of  the  Utw,  an  indi- 
vidual would  be  constrained  to  do.'  If  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  only  can  be  drawn  to  this  ques- 
tion, we  arc  content  to  abide  by  its  judgment, 
without  any  debate  or  argument.  We  do  not  wish 
to  occupy  unnecessarily  the  lime  of  the  Senate. 
We  do  not  wish  to  draw  into  argument  or  conlro- 
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versv,  at  all,  the  constitutional  principles  upon 
which  tiie  Senator  rests  his  objection  to  measures 
of  internal  iniprovenient  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment, but  to  submit  this  case  to  the  ISenaie  as  a 
peculiar  case,  governed  by  peculiar  circumstances. 
For  myself,  1  have  none  ot"  those  scruples  or  doubts 
on  the  subject  of  constitutioiial  power,  which  the 
Senator  from  Alabama  seems  to  entertain;  but,  set- 
ting that  aside,  it  seems  to  me  that  they  do  not 
necessarily  enter  into  our  consideration  in  this  par- 
ticular insiaiue.  Who  should  remove  this  obstruc- 
tion? Whose  duty  is  it?  Is  it  the  duty  of  the 
Slate  of  Kentucky?  Or  of  the  State  of  Indiana? 
Is  it  the  business  of  the  counties  on  the  one  side 
of  the  river  or  the  other?  Who  should  remove  it? 
If  It  is  notour  duty,  I  should  like  to  know  whose 
duty  it  is.  Is  it  tlie  duty  of  the  navigator  to  do 
it — to  Slop  his  boat,  rest  on  his  oars,  and  wait  there 
until  he  can  remove  it  ?  How  is  it  to  be  got  rid  of? 
It  is  u  very  great  river  in  point  of  connnerce — a 
very  great  river.  From  fifty  to  a  hundred  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  perhaps,  is  not  more  than  the  value 
of  the  commerce  thai  passes  up  and  down  at  this 
very  place  in  the  course  of  a  year.  Sir,  I  do  not 
intenii  to  occupy  the  time  of  tfle  Senate;  my  object 
is  to  end  debate;  rather  to  state  than  argue  the 
question,  and  invite  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
ii;  a. id  we  shall  be  content,  when  the  case  is  under- 
stood, to  abide  by  whatever  judgment  the  Senate 
may  pronounce. 

'I'iie  question  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  was 
then  put,  and  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a 
third  lime. 

The  said  bill  was  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

Qi\  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  BAGIiY  deinaiided.the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered. 

iVIr.  CALHOUN.  As  the  yeas  and  nays  have 
been  ordered,  1  desire,  before  the  question  is  put, 
to  say  a  few  words.  If  I  understand  this  case 
aright,  there  is  an  island  in  the  01iio,a  little  above 
the  mouth  of  the  Cumberland,  dividing  the  river 
into  two  parts,  and  rendering  the  navigation  dilfi- 
cuit;  and,  in  order  to  improve  it,  a  dam  was  thrown 
across  from  the  Kentucky  side  to  the  island,  and 
by  the  recent  freshets  this  dam  has  been  destroyed. 
ISow,  although  I  i  old  to  the  doctrine  of  strict  con- 
struction, I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  of  the  right 
and  duty  of  the  Government  to  repair  this  dam,  or 
to  remove  the  obstruction.  It  is  the  channel  of 
one  of  the  great  navigable  rivers  which  belong  to 
no  [larticular  State,  but  which  serves  as  a  highway 
in  v\hich  many  States  are  interested;  and  if  it  be 
not  done  by  the  General  Government,  it  can  be 
done  by  no  power  whatever.  The  Stales  are  pos- 
itively prohibited  from  entering  into  a  work  like 
this.  If  the  General  Government  cannot  do  it,  it 
is  clear  that  neither  Kentucky  nor  Indiana  will 
make  this  improvement;  for  ihere  is  a  positive 
provision  in  the  Constitution  which  prcvenis  theni 
iiom  doing  it.  Under  these  circumstances,  I  hold 
it  to  be  as  clearly  the  right  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment to  repair  this  dam,  under  the  provision  in  the 
Constitution  which  gives  the  pov/er  to  regulate 
commerce  among  the  States,  as  it  is  to  repair  light- 
houses or  to  replace  buoys  that  have  been  destroyed; 
and  that  the  objection  of  the  Senator  I'rom  Alabama 
is  as  apjilicable  to  the  one  as  the  other.  I  shall 
give  my  vote  most  cheerfully  lor  this  bill. 

Mr.  iJAGBY.  I  do  not  understand  that  Con- 
gress is  authorized  to  do  everything  that  the  Slates 
are  not  ailthorized  to  do,  or  that  the  States  cannot 
do. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  did  not  say  that.  I  say 
that  the  rigiit  exists,  under  the  [iiovision  of  the 
Consiiiuiion  which  gives  to  this  Goveniment  the 
power  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  States. 

Mr.  BAGBY.  .  1  understood  the  Senator  to  say 
that.  I  understood  him  also  to  inquire,  if  this  thing 
could  not  be  doiK!  by  the  Stales,  how  was  it  to  be 
dour?  Well,  I  reply,  ihut  su[, posing  it  cannot  be 
done  at  nil,  still  tlial  is  no  answer  to  the  objection. 
'I'liis  Goverimienl  is  noi  authorized  to  do  all  that 
cannot  be  dcnie  by  the  Slates,  but  only  that  which 
il  is  authorized  by  the  Conslitution  lo  do.  This  is 
the  great  line  of  difl'ereiue  between  ihu  honorable 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  and  myself  on  this 
Hubjcci.  With  respect  to  the  power  to  rc;;uhue 
comnu'iTC  which  seems  to  be  cuiinectcd  with  the 
<'on.sideralion  of  this  bill,  il  has  ever  appeared 
to  iiic,  that  that  was  ihc  most  untenable  ground 
upon  which  this  system  of  internal  imj)rovemtnt 


could  be  rested.  The  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce is  only  a  power  to  iiiterlcre  with  some- 
thing already  going  on;  but  in  this  matter  of  ren- 
dering a  river  navigable  which  was  not  so  before, 
you  are  not  regulating  a  preexisting  thing.  The 
distinction  is  as  clear  as  daylight  between  cre- 
ating originally  and  regulating  a  thing  after  it 
exists.  One  is  a  substantive  power,  the  other  a 
mere  regulation.  1  shall  not  go  into  this  question 
now,  however,  but  shall  avail  myself  of  the  occa- 
sion, when  some  of  those  important  measures, 
which  gentlemen  seem  to  have  in  view,  come  be- 
fore us,  to  give  my  views,  and  to  place  some  limita- 
tion, if  possible,  on  this  most  alarming  power,  the 
power  to  regulate  coi^nerce. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  1  by  no  means  rest  this  case 
on  the  fact,  that  because  the  States  have  not  the 
power,  therefore  the  General  Government  has  it. 
I  place  it  on  the  fact,  that  the  General  Government 
has  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  among  the 
States,  and  that  this  is  a  case  which  comes  with- 
in that  power.  In  confirmation  of  this  conclusion, 
I  stated,  that  the  Constitution  prohibited  the  States 
from  entering  into  any  treaty  or  agreement,  by 
which  those  in  the  great  valley  of  the  Mississippi 
could  uniteand  cnterinto  an  arrangement,  by  which 
the  obstructions  in  that  great  river  and  its  naviga- 
ble branches  could  be  removed.  I  also  stated,  that 
they  were  conimoii  highways  for  all  those  States, 
and  not  within  the  exclusive  control  of  any  one, 
as  far  as  their  navigation  was  concerned,  and  that 
it  would  be  monstrous  to  conclude  that  a  stream, 
on  which  we  had  as  much  or  nearly  as  much  com- 
merce as  on'the  ocean  itself,  was  intended  to  be 
left  by  the  Constitution  without  any  power  to  su- 
pervise and  improve  its  navigation.  In  reply,  the 
Senator  says,  that  this  Government  has  the  right 
to  regulate  the  commerce  already  in  existence,  not 
to  create  new  channels  for  commerce.  That  may 
be  admitted,  without  weakening  my  argument. 
The  river  itself  forms  the  channel,  and  the  com- 
merce existed  before  the  Government  undertook  to 
improve  its  navigation,  just  as  in  the  case  of  the 
commerce  on  the  ocean.  Now,  I  put  it  to  the  Sen- 
ator, has  not  this  Government  the  right  to  estab- 
lish light-houses,  buoys,  and  beacons,  under  the 
power  of  regulating  commerce?  If  so,  I  ask  him 
to  point  out  the  distinction,  and  show  on  what 
principle  it  can  exercise  the  power  in  the  one  case, 
and  not  in  the  other.  The  river,  as  well  as  the 
ocean,  is  the  common  highway  of  the  commerce 
among  the  States,  and  its  navigation  is  no  more 
under  the  control  of  the  States,  separately,  than 
that  on  the  ocean.  No  just  distinction  can  be 
made  between  the  two  cases;  and  the  argument 
which  can  establish  the  rights  of  the  Government 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  one,  is  equally 
strong  to  establish  the  right  to  improve  the  other. 
Both  v;ill  have  to  be  abandoned,  or  both  admitted. 
To  make  the  case,  if  possible,  more  parallel  and 
close,  I  ask  the  Senator  if  the  Government  has  not 
the  right  to  establish  light-houses,  buoys,  and  bea- 
cons, over  the  lakes? 

Mr.  BAGBY.  Certainly — wherever  your  navy 
floats. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  Then  supposealight-houseis 
necessary  to  the  navigation  of  the  .  ississippi,  can 
we  not  erect  one?  Now  suppose,  instead  of  erect- 
ing a  light-house,  you  guard  against  the  obstruction 
in  some  other  way,  would  you  not  have  an  equal 
i-ight  to  do  it  in  such  a  way  as  would  be  attended 
wall  the  least  expense? 

Mr.  BAGBY.  I  had  not  the  least  expectation 
or  desire  to  enter  into  a  contest  with  the  distin- 
guished Senator  from  South  Carolina.  I  am  happy 
to  agree  with  him  in  many  things,  but  this  is  one 
of  the  cases  where  a  point  of  disagreement  neces- 
sarily arises.  The  question  has  been  ])ut,  whether 
I  admit  the  power  of  the  Government  to  erect 
buoys  and  light-houses?  I  do,  undoubtedly,  to 
the  fullest  extent.  But  instead  of  deriving  it  from 
the  power  to  regulate  commerce,  I  derive  it  from 
the  express  power  conferred  ujioii  this  Gevernment 
by  the  Constitution,  to  provide  and  maintain  a 
navy.  Light-houses  and  buoys  are  as  necessary 
for  the  ]n-eservation  Ot!  the  navy  as  mechanics  are 
for  its  construction.  1  do  not  understand  the  erec- 
tion of  light-houses  and  buoys  to  be  a  commercial 
rc>,Milation  at  all,  but  for  the  ]ireservation  of  the 
navy,  wherever  erected,  whether  ui)on  an  inland 
.sea  or  the  Mississippi;  wherever  your  navy  floats, 
the  erection  of  a  light-house  is  not  a  mailer  for  ihe 
regulation  of  commercc,*bul  is  a  mailer  indispens- 
ably necessary  for  maintaining  the  navy. 


Mr.  CRITTEN  DEN.  If  the  existence  of  Go v- 
ernment  vessels  and  the  right  to  preserve  them  will 
justify  the  removal  of  this  olistruction,  I  can  in- 
form the  gentleman  of  a  fact,  which  no  doubt  he 
has  heard  of,  thai  several  Government  vessels  have 
been  taken  up  the  river,  and  are  now  employed  in 
the  service  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  One  word,  if  the  Senator  will 
allow  me.  There  is  a  naval  station  in  the  Missis- 
sippi at  Memphis,  which  is  important  to  the  Gov- 
ernment; but  what  is  more,  this  system  of  erecting 
light-houses,  buoys,  &c.,  was  established  before 
there  was  a  single  Government  vessel.  It  must 
then  have  been  regarded  as  coming  under  the  head 
of  the  power  to  regulate  commerce. 

Mr.  BAGBY.  I  want  to  ask  one  question  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  This  work,  I  under- 
stand, was  constructed  by  the  Government.  Wa« 
it  done  upon  its  voluntary  motion,  or  upon  apiili- 
cation  of  those  interested  in  the  navigation  of  the 
river? 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN.  I  know  of  no  other  ap- 
plication to  the  Government  than  that  made  in  the 
ordinary  way  by  the  representatives  of  the  Slates 
in  this  body. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi.  Entertaining  views 
similar  to  those  which  have  been  expressed  by  the 
Senator  from  Alabama,  viewing  the  whole  system 
of  internal  improvement  by  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment as  an  assumption  of  power  not  conferred  by 
the  Constitution,  and  believing  that  if  the  power 
were  possessed,  the  experience  we  have  had  shows 
that  its  exercise  would  be  inexpedient  and  demor- 
alizing, I  think  it  necessary  to  explain  why  I  shall 
vote  for  this  bill,  and  to  show  what  peculiarity 
there  is  in  the  case,  which  constitutes  il  an  excep- 
tion to  the  general  rule.  Tlie  appropriation  is  not, 
as  the  Senator  from  Alabama  seems  to  think,  to 
remove  a  bar  in  the  Cumberland  river,  but  it  is  to 
repair  a  dam  which  the  Federal  Government  con- 
structed in  the  Ohio  river.  For  the  purpose  of 
improving  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  and  the  pas- 
sage from  the  Cumberland  into  the  Ohio  river,  a 
dam  was  built  from  the  "  Cumberland  Island"  to 
the  Illinois  shore,  which  forced  the  water  of  the 
Ohio  river  into  the  channel  on  the  Kentucky  side, 
which  was  by  nature  the  inferior  channel  of  the 
two,  but  which  was  no  doubt  selected  because  an 
incidental  improvement  would  thus  be  made  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Cumberland  river.  This  dam  has 
given  way,  the  artificial  advantage  to  the  smaller 
channel  is  lost,  and  the  larger  one  is  obstructed  by 
the  remains  of  the  work  which  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment erected.  The  natural  navigation  being 
thus  impaired,  those  who  are  interested  in  it  have 
a  right  to  expect  of  this  Government  that  il  will 
remove  the  impediment;  at  least,  restore  them  to 
their  natural  advantages.  The  broken  dam  is  a 
nuisance,  an  injury  lo  vast  interests,  private  and 
public';  and  having  been  introduced  by  this  Gov- 
ernment, I  hold  we  are  bound  to  abate  it.  The 
practical  question  is,  how  can  it  be  most  eflicienlly 
and  economically  done?  According  lo  the  best 
information  in  my  possession,  it  will  cost  less  of 
time  and  of  money  to  repair  the  dam  than  to  re- 
move the  debris.  Large  masses  of  stone,  which 
have  imbedded  themselves  in  the  sand,  could  only 
be  removed  by  immense  labor,  lo  be  performed 
only  at  the  lowest  stage  of  water.  To  remove  the 
dam  would,  therefore,  require  that  we  should  wait 
until  after  the  [iresenl  favorable  season  for  naviga- 
tion had  passed  by,  and  the  injury  done  by  the  ob- 
stacle during  this  period  would  greatly  exceed  the 
expense  of  repair.  As  a  measure  of  justice  and  of 
economy,  I  shall  vote  for  an  approjiriation  lo  repair 
the  (lam;  and  thus,  at  as  etirly  a  day  as  possible, 
to  restore  the  navigation  to  a  condition  which  I 
hope  will  equal,  if  it  does  not  exceed,  its  natural 
advantages. 

In  arriving  at  this  conclusion,  my  reflections 
have  not  brought  me  to  the  position  of  the  Scim- 
lor  from  South  Carolina,  [l\lr.  Calhoun.]  If  I 
were  compelled  to  rely  on  the  power  "  to  regulate 
commerce"  as  a  justification  for  this  appropriation, 
my  adherence  lo  the  doctrine  of  literal  inter|iieta- 
lion  of  the  terms  of  the  Constitution  would  ci  mpel 
me  to  vole  against  this  bill,  intnnaielyX'onnecled 
as  it  is  with  the  interests  of  the  gnat  valley  of 
which  I  represent  apart.  To  regulate  is  to  make 
rules,  not  to  provide  means.  The  power  wasgiven 
by  the  Slates  to  the  Federal  Goveriiincnt,  as  part 
of  the  great  purpose,  the  establishment  of  a  more 
perfect  union,  and  the  promotion  of  domestic  tran- 
quillity.    The  common  agent  was  inlrustcd  with 
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this  powei-,  because  it  could  only  be  used  by  the 
Slates  as  sovereigns  making  treaties  with  each  otiier, 
and  because  its  exercise  was  probably  to  be  a  detri- 
ment to  the  commercial  interests  of  our  political 
family,  and  a  cause  of  dissension  among  us.  The 
same  clause  which  conveyed  this  power  in  regard 
to  the  commerce  of  the  States,  gave  it  also  in  rela- 
tion to  foreign  nations  and  Indian  tribes.  If  the 
construction  were  admitted  that  the  power  to  regu- 
late commerce  carries  with  it  the  right  to  improve 
the  cliannels  through  whicli  it  is  transmitted,  there 
would  be  no  limit  to  our  appropriations  within  the 
most  remote  port  which  our  merchantmen  visit,  or 
the  least  known  Indian  tribe  with  whom  our  fur 
traders  hold  intercourse. 

Any  rule  which  could  be  laid  down  as  a  limit  to 
the  extent  which  the  Federal  Government  may  con-  1 
eljluiionally  go  in  works  of  improvement,  must  be 
foiuid  in  practice  defective,  and  liable,  in  the  pro- 
giess  of  legislation,  to  be  lost  sight  of,  unless  that 
rule  has  within  it  its  own  limitation.  It  might, 
with  great  fairness,  be  urged  that  tlieFecieral  Gov- 
ernment is  bound,  as  one  who  uses  the  public 
highways,  to  contribute  its  proportion  of  the  labor 
necessary  to  keep  them  in  rejiair;  and  if  this  were 
an  occasion  proper  to  the  discussion  of  the  general 
subject,  it  might  easily  be  shown  that  both  histori- 
cally and  practically  the  Ohio  river  is  em|)hatically 
a  national  highway,  and  entitled  as  such  to  all 
which  the  Federal  Government  has  a  right  to  be- 
stow. If  appropriations  to  I'ivers  and  harbors 
were  limited  to  the  amount  collected  by  charges 
imposed  upon  their  commerce,  we  should  have  a 
guide  and  a  check  to  expenditures  on  their  im- 
provement. On  our  great  western  livers,  so  often 
selected  as  the  foundation  of  an  argument,  a  very 
light  tonnage  duty  would  suffice  to  make  all  the 
improvements  which  have  been,  or  ever  will  be, 
required  tor  their  successful  navigation.  The  gen- 
eral application  of  such  a  rule  would  impose  the 
burden  upon  those  who  receive  the  benelit  of  im- 
provements; our  legislation  would  be  freed  from 
alliances  which  corrupt  it  at  the  fountain,  and  over- 
burden the  national  treasury  by  appropriations  for 
local  objects. 

Whilst  I  agree  with  the  Senator  from  Alabama 
in  the  general  principles  which  he  has  stated,  I 
disa^iee  with  the  view  which  he  has  taken  of  tiie 
paiticular  case.  To  tap  a  stream,  or  to  remove  a 
natural  dam,  is  among  the  most  difficult  problems 
of  civil  engineering,  and  admitted  to  be  attended 
by  all  the  dangers  wluch  the  Senator  has  indicated; 
but  to  improve  the  bed  of  a  stream,  to  increase 
v.'ithout  radically  changing  the  natural  advantages 
of  a  national  highway,  are  cases  widely  ditiering 
from  those  put  uy  the  Senator,  wliether  they  be 
viewed  as  questions  of  engineering  or  of  constitu- 
tional construction.  The  cases  put  by  the  Sena- 
tor endanger  the  natural  navigation,  by  drawing 
oil  the  original  pools,  or,  by  leaving  the  highway 
common  to  the  States,  and  entering  with  a  canal 
the  territory  of  a  particular  State,  invade  us  sover- 
eignly over  the  soil.  These  are  objections  which 
do  not  apply  to  the  question  before  us,  if  it  were 
presented  tor  original  decision,  instead  of  being,  as 
It  is,aproposiiion  toremedyaii  evil  which  the  form- 
er action  of  the  General  Governmenthas  inflicted. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Cal- 
houn] offers  the  practice  of  erecting  light-houses 
and  buoys  m  the  iiarbors  on  our  seacoast,  as  an 
argument  for  (he  existence  of  the  power  to  im- 
prove the  channels  of  interior  commerce.  Witli 
great  delerence  to  the  acknowledged  ability  of  that 
Senator,  1  dill'er  entirely  from  fiis  conclusion,  and 
deny  the  analogy  upon  wliich  he  insists.  The 
erection  of  lightliousts  upon  our  maritime  coast, 
and  the  placing  of  buoys  to  mark  the  entrance 
into  our  liarbors,  are  mainly  referable  to  the  power 
to  maintain  a  navy,  and  provide  for  the  common 
defence;  though  1  will  aUinit  that  the  construction 
of  light-houses  and  buoys  may  also  be  drawn 
from  the  power  to  regulate  commerce,  and  for  like 
reasons  as  ajiply  to  the  construction  of  docks, 
ways,  and  warehouses.  l''or  convenience  and  secu- 
rity in  the  collectimi  of  imposts,  we  require  goods 
im|)orted  into  the  countiy  to  be  laid  down  at  par- 
ticular places;  thence  arises  an  obligation  to  facili- 
tate the  entrance  of  vesseln  to  the  }ilaces  so  desig- 
nated, and,  facility  and  security  being  the  common 
benelit  of  the  parties,  iminage  duties  and  jiort 
cliaiges  are  inqiosed,  and  serve  to  create  the  means 
for  harbor  improvements.  Surely  this  cunnol  be 
considered  parallel  to  the  improvement  of  the  route 
over  which  the  commerce  is  to  pass. 


Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts.  How  does 
that  agree  with  the  provision  of  the  Constitution 
which  gives  power  to  the  General  Government  to 
regulate  commerce  among  the  States? 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississijipi.  The  power  to 
prescribe  the  rules  for  commerce  among  the  States 
was  surrendered  to  the  General  Government;  the 
States  were  thenceforward  deprived  of  the  power 
to  impose  restrictions  or  levy  duties  upon  the  com- 
merce of  each  other;  and  the  Federal  Government 
received  that  power  under  limitations  which  mark 
the  purpose  of  those  who  gave  it.  Our  Constitu- 
tion was  to  bring  the  States  nearer  to  each  other; 
and  this  power,  transferred  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment, it  was  foreseen,  would  be  the  fruitful  cause 
of  jealousy  and  strife;  the  barriers  then  opposed 
by  some  States  to  the  commerce  of  others  were 
swept  away  by  the  compact  of  union,  and  no 
foundation  was  left  upon  which  they  could  be 
rebuilt.  All  had  been  done  which  constitutions 
can  achieve  to  give  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  one  commerce  and  interest.  The  Constitu- 
tion of  these  United  States  is  a  monument  to  free 
trade;  and  the  various  clauses  in  it  bearing  upon 
this  power  to  "  regulate  commerce  among  the 
States"  show  that  it  was  not  to  give  activity  to  the 
exercise  of  it,  but  to  restrain  the  States,  that  it  was 
conferred  upon  the  Federal  Government.  It  was 
not  my  purjiose  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  the 
great  principles  which  have  been  alluded  to,  but 
only  to  point  out  some  of  the  peculiarities  of  the 
case  under  consideration,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
make  it  an  exception  to  the  general  rule,  and, 
therefore,  free  it  from  objections  which  might  gen- 
erally obtain. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  As  the  Seliator  from  Mis- 
sissippi thought  proper  to  attack  the  ground  on 
which  I  rest  my  support  of  this  bill,  while  he  con- 
curs with  me  in  supporting  it,  I  feel  called  on 
briefly  to  reply  to  his  argument.  He  says  the 
power  to  regulate  commerce  is  restricted  to  the 
power  to  prescribe  rules,  and  does  not  include  the 
power  to  provide  means  for  its  safety  and  facility. 
And  yet,  while  he  takes  this  position,  he  admits 
the  povv'er  of  Congress  to  establish  light-liouses, 
buoys,  and  beacons,  to  point  the  way  into  harbors 
where  duties  are  collected;  and  thus  admits,  to  that 
extent,  that  the  power  of  prescribing  rules  includes 
the  power  of  providing  for  the  safety  and  facility 
of  commerce.  And  he  thereby  admits  it  to  rest 
on  the  power  to  establish  ports  of  entries  and  col- 
lection of  duties.  Tliis  admission  concedes  the 
whole  right  for  which  I  contend,  but  places  it  on 
grounds  I'ar  less  safe  and  well-defined.  'I'he  estab- 
lishment of  ports  of  entry  and  collection  of  duties 
are  not  conrined  to  the  seaboard.  They  extend 
on  the  Mississippi  far  up  the  stream,  as  high  as 
St,  Louis  and  Cincinnati;  and  on  his  own  show- 
ing. Congress  has  the  power,  under  the  regulation 
of  commerce,  to  provide  for  its  satety  and  facility 
up  to  these  points,  by  removing  the  obstructions 
ill  the  channel  of  the  river,  whicli  might  endanger 
or  impede  its  navigation.  He  will  not,  I  feel  con- 
fident, make  a  distinction  between  pointing  out  the 
danger,  and  removing  the  cause  of  it — between  the 
power  of  establishing  a  light-house  to  point  out 
snags  and  sawyers  at  night,  and  removing  them. 
Nor  can  it  be  objected  that  the  Mississippi  is  not 
navigable  for  sea-going  vessels.  Under  tiie  power 
of  steam,  it  is  navigated  with  almost  the  same  fa- 
cility that  It  would  be,  if,  instead  of  a  rivei',  it  was 
an  arm  of  the  ocean;  while  its  great  depth  and 
volume  of  water  admit  vessels  of  as  great  a  ton- 
nage as  most  of  the  ports  on  the  coast.  Nor  is  it 
a  sufficient  objection  to  say  that  its  navigation 
subjects  it  to  great  delay,  in  consequence  of  low 
water,  or  ice.  Vessels  are  often  delayed  in  conse- 
quence of  adverse  winds  or  calms  off  the  ports  on 
tlie  coast;  but  that  is  not  a  good  reason  why  they 
should  not  be  made  ports  of  entry,  and  have  the 
entrance  into  them  pointed  out  by  light-houses, 
buoys,  and  beacons.  If  it  were,  the  harbor  at  the 
mouth  of  Columbia  river  would  forever  remain 
without  these  facilities;  for  vessels  have  been 
known  to  lie  before  it  for  months,  befoie  they 
could  enter;  and,  when  they  did,  they  entered  with 
great  hazard. 

1  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  by  these  remarks 
to  give  my  countenance  to  the  ground  on  whicli 
the  Senator  places  the  power.  I  regard  it  as  utter- 
ly untenable  and  dangerous,  as  it  would  enable 
Congress  to  give  any  extension  it  pleased  to  the 
power.  I  pass  without  notice  the  other  grounds 
on  which  he  places  the   power  "  to  provide  and 


maintain  a  navy,"  as  I  have  already  replied  to  it 
in  answer  to  the  Senator  from  Alabama. 

As  to  internal  improvement — that  is,  improve- 
ment within  a  Stale — I  am  as  much  opposed  to  the 
exercise  of  the  power  by  this  Government  as  either 
the  Senator  from  Mississippi  or  Alabama  can  be. 
I  limit  the  power  for  which  I  contend  to  the  great 
highways,  common  to  all  the  Stales,  and,  of  course, 
under  the  control  and  supervision  of  no  one;  to 
their  exterior  intercourse  wito  each  other,  and  not 
to  the  internal  intercourse  within  their  separate 
supervision  and  control.  I  feel  assured  that  the 
ground  on  which  I  rest  the  power  is  the  only  one 
on  which  effectual  resistance  can  be  made  to  inter-  ■ 
nal  improvements,  properly  understood.  To  un- 
dertake to  give  a  construction  to  the  power  which 
would  include  the  seacoast,  and  exclude  its  afflux 
to  the  Mississippi  and  the  Lakes,  must  end  either 
in  the  entire  abandonment  of  the  power  to  estab- 
lish light-houses,  buoys,  and  beacons,  or  to  give 
unlimited  extension  to  the  power  of  Congress  to 
regulate  commerce  both  within  and  without  the 
States. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi.  The  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  has  misconstrued  the  admission 
made  by  me  as  to  the  right  to  erect  light-houses  and 
buoys.  In  addition  to  that  which  was  referable  to 
the  navy  power,  I  said  there  also  existed  a  power 
incident  to  the  regulation  of  commerce,  to  construct 
light-liouses  and  buoys  wliere  necessary  to  the 
safety  of  those  on  wlunn  our  regulations  were  im- 
posed. By  making  it  a  consequence  of  the  laws 
which  require  imported  goods  to  be  landed  at  par- 
ticular places,  it  was  sufficiently  indicated  that  the 
works  should  be  connected  with  the  places  thus 
prescribed.  The  reference  to  the  tonnage  duties 
and  port  charges,  as  laid  in  consideration  of  the 
harbor  facilities  furnished,  certainly  exhibited  with 
sufficient  clearness  the  extent  of  my  admission. 
1  believe  it  was  originally  the  practice  to  limit  ap- 
propriation for  a  harbor  to  the  amount  of  port  and 
tonnage  duties  collected  at  it.  I  wisfi  the  rule  was 
now  in  force.  No  admission  has  been  made  l)y 
me  which  can  be  fairly  construed  as  recognizing 
the  right  to  expend  means  drawn  from  the  national 
treasury  upon  harbors  which  have  no  taxable, 
commerce,  and  which  therefore  supply  no  funds 
to  the  Government.  Least  of  all,  can  anything 
advanced  by  me  be  tortured  into  an  admission  of 
the  right  to  go  abroad,  from  the  place  for  which 
the  regulation  is  made,  to  create  a  commerce  upon 
which  the  regulation  shall  operate. 

Tfie  Senator  selects  landing  on  the  upper  Mis- 
sissippi and  Ohio,  and  asks  if  these  are  not  ports 
of  entry,  and  if  vessels  cannot  go  up  to  them  from 
the  sea.  For  the  latter  question  1  will  refer  him 
to  his  recollections  of  the  trip  he  made  from  Mem- 
phis, afier  the  celebrated  convention  held  at  that 
place,  and  then  inform  him  that  he  was  in  a  very 
deep  river  when  coinjiared  to  those  he  would  have 
passed  over  if  he  had  ascended  to  the  ports  of  entry 
he  has  named. 

The  Senator  is  certainly  aware  that  the  places 
named  by  him  as  ports  of  entry  have  no  foreign 
commerce  brought  to  them  in  sea  vessels;  and  if 
they  had,  he  could  only  apply  my  admission  to 
the  landing  place,  which  would  not  in  the  least  aid 
his  purpose,  or  their  commerce.  It  will  be  long 
before  1  admit  as  an  incident  to  laws  prescribing 
the  rules  for  commerce  that  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment can  create  channels  through  which  commerce 
may  flow,  or  that  an  act  of  Congress  can  make  the 
entrance  to  a  harbor  equal  the  distance  from  the 
sea  to  the  landing  for  river  boats  on  the  head 
branches  of  our  longest  rivers. 

If  to  declare  by  law  a  landing  on  some  interior 
river  to  be  a  port  of  entry  can  confer  the  power  to 
remove  all  obstructions  between  that  landing  and 
the  sea,  what  limit  have  we  to  the  burdens  v\hich 
may  be  imposed  upon  the  industry  of  the  countiy 
to  sujiport  the  visionary  or  corrupt  schemes  which 
theory  or  selfishness  may  devise.''  If,  under  the 
power  to  make  rules,  to  enact  laws  for  the  govern- 
ment of  commerce,  we  have  the  right  to  aiijiropri- 
ate  money  to  provide  tor  it  channels  of  transporta- 
tion, who  shall  discriminate  between  rivers,  and 
creeks,  and  canals,  and  railroads,  or  who  can  say 
that  from  channels  it  may  not  be  extended  to  vi- 
hicles  for  conveyance?  So  far  as  we  may  constitu- 
tionally im[)rovc  our  national  highways,  it  must  be 
foroiher  purpose  than  the  promotion  of  commerce; 
and  the  )iower  must  be  drawn  elsewhere  than  from 
the  right  to  regulate  it.  The  transportation  of 
troojis,  of  supplies,  and    munitions   of  war,  the 
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transfer  of  public  moneys,  the  proper  discharge  of 
the  civil  functions  and  military  duties  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  may  require  the  improvement  of 
public  highways,  and  under  the  war  power  and 
the  duty  to  provide  for  the  common  defence,  it  may 
as  far  as  necessary  be  done.  This  is  a  necessity 
which  the  settlement  of  our  territory  removes.  It 
has  limitations  both  of  time  and  of  purpose.  Not 
so  with  the  improvements  for  commerce,  which  will 
increase  with  increasing  population,  and  has  its 
application  to  every  town  and  village  of  the  Union. 
The  interests  of  those  whom  I  represent,  and  my 
own  conviction  and  feelings,  unite  in  resistance  to 
H  construction  than  which  none  was  ever  adopted 
more  latiiudinous  in  its  nature,  or  tending  to  more 
flagrant  abuse.  I  have  admitted  that  at  a  place 
where  imposts  are  collected,  where  tonnage  duties 
are  paid,  where  imports  are  required  to  be  landed, 
an  obligation  is  imposed  to  point  out  the  safe  ap- 
proach to  the  place  so  designated.  The  mere  dec- 
laration that  a  certain  place  shall  be  a  port  of  entry 
does  not  fulfill  any  of  the  conditions;  and  if  they 
were  all  fulfilled,  no  application  could  be  mude  of 
my  admission  to  the  route  over  which  the  vessel 
had  passed  in  its  voyage. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  When  the  wind  is  adverse, 
the  vessel  may  lay  oft"  for  weeks  without  being 
able  to  enter  a  harbor.  Buoys  and  beacons  are 
necessary  to  point  the  svay  into  harbors,  and  there- 
fore they  come  under  the  regulation  of  commerce; 
and  if  we  can  provide  these  facilities  on  the  sea- 
coast,  on  what  principle  is  it  that  we  are  prohibited 
from  providing  facilities  on  our  great  navigable 
rivers?  Sir,  I  hold  it  to  be  as  clear  a  power  as  any 
in  the  Constitution,  demonstrably  so,  from  the 
meaning  which  the  phrase  to  regulate  commerce 
had  before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  I 
have  examined  this  subject  with  great  care,  and  I 
have  never  examined  any  question  upon  which 
I  have  come  to  so  decided  a  conclusion.  Sir,  it  is 
monstrous  to  say  that  where  the  interests  of  so 
many  States  are  concerned,  we  shall  not  exercise 
a  power  which  is  so  clearly  defined.  How  far  it 
will  extend  to  the  smaller  rivers  I  will  not  under- 
take to  say;  but  as  far  as  regards  the  Mississippi 
and  the  Ohio,  the  only  result  of  setting  up  a  nar- 
row construction  will  be  to  make  the  power  uni- 
versal. You  must  give  it  the  exercise  it  was  in- 
tended to  have  originally,  or  there  will  be  no 
limitation  upon  it  whatever. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  and  it  was  determined  in  the  af- 
firniative,  as  follows: 

YE  \S— Messrs.  Alton,  Asliley,  Atchison,  Bndger,  Bi'll, 
15i-iil<iii,  Rrrricn,Bri'csc,  Hrii;lil,(Jalli(iun,(:;aineiiiii,  Clarke, 
Corwiii,  Critlcndeii,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Divis  ol"  >lif- 
si-8i|>|>i,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Downs,  1^-lch,  Fo.ite,  Greene, 
Ilanneean,  Mansum,  Miller,  Nllcs,  Pearce,  Phelps,  Spru- 
ance,  Uniierivoixi,  and  L'pham — 31. 

l\-_,\Y-i Messrs.  Bagby,  BulU  r,  Hale,  Hunter,  Johnson  of 

Georgia,  Mason,  Moor,  and  Turiiey— 8. 

PRIVATE    BILLS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  announced  that  the 
Senate  would  now  proceed  to  the  con.sideraiion  of 
the  private  bills  upon  the  calendar,  in  pursuance 
of  the  order  adopted  on  Friday  last,  making  them 
the  special  order  for  to-day  and  to-morrow,  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  other  business. 

The  following  bills  and  joint  resolution  were 
rend  the  second  time  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittf-e  of  the  Whole;  and  no  amendment  being 
made,  they  were  reported  to  the  Senate: 

A  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Elizabeth  Pistole,  widow 
of  Charles  Pistole,  deceased. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Turner. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  forward  officers  of  the 
late  Exploring  Expedition. 

A  l>ill  for  the  relief  of  J.  F.  Caldwell. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Kuykendall. 

A  bill  crnntin;;  a  pension  to  Abigail  Garland, 
widow  of  Jacob  Gnrlarul,  deceased. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Browntll. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Jones,  and  the 
other  children,  if  any,  of  John  Carr. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tlioiiipsoti  Hutchinson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Douglas,  late 
United  ^les  attorney  for  East  Florida. 

A  l)ill  WT  the  relief  of  Samuel  W.  Bell,  a  native 
of  ilic  Cherokee  nation. 

A  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan 
LcwiH. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Oliver  C.  IIarri.s. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim 
of  Henry  Washington,  late  a  deputy  Burveyor  of 
the  public  lands  in  Florida. 


A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reynolds  May. 

A  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  liquidate  certain  claims  there- 
in mentioned,  passed  April  18,  1814. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Said  bills  and  joint  resolution  were  read  a  third 
time,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Resolved,  That  they  pass,  and  that  their  respect- 
ive titles  be  as  aforesaid. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  said  bills 
and  joint  resolution. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Captain  Jesse  D.  Elliott,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  no  amendment  being  made,  it  was  reported  to 
the  Senate. 

The  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time — 

Mr.  HALE.  I  am  utterly  opposed  to  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill,  or  of  anything  like  it.  You  are 
paying  the  officers  of  your  navy  higher  salaries 
than  officers  of  the  same  grade  receive  in  any 
country  on  the  face  of  the  earth;  and  it  is  for  the 
very  purpose  of  enabling  them  to  defray  such  ex- 
traordinary expenses  as  they  may  be  subjected  to 
by  giving  entertainments,  and  exchanging  civilities 
with  persons  connected  with  governments  abroad, 
that  you  give  them  those  high  salaries. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  The  sum  proposed  by  this 
bill  to  be  granted  to  the  heirs  of  Commodore  El- 
liot, is  but  a  small  part  of  what  was  expended  by 
him.  It  is  well  known  that  the  purpose  for  which 
he  was  sent  to  the  Mediterranean  was  not  an  ordi- 
nary one.  He  was  sent  there  for  the  purpose  of 
exhibiting  the  power  and  strength  of  this  Govern- 
ment. The  money  which  he  was  obliged  to  spend 
was  disbursed  out  of  his  own  resources;  and  the 
sum  was  so  considerable  as  seriously  to  injure  his 
private  fortune.  All  has  been  stricken  out  of  the 
bill,  hovirever,  except  the  items  which  relate  to  the 
entertainment  of  the  sovereigns. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  do  not  want  to  say  a  word  about 
the  course  of  Commodore  Elliot:  I  believe  the  coun- 
try remembers  that  when  he  came  home  he  was 
court-martialed. 

Mr.  CAMERON.     Unjustly. 

Mr.  HALE.  Well,  it  may  be  so;  but  I  believe 
the  King  of  Greece  and  the  Clueen  of  Saxe  Co- 
bourg  were  not  the  only  animals  he  entertained;  for 
I  remember  one  of  the  charges  against  him  was, 
that  he  had  so  encumbered  his  vessel  with  ani- 
mals-^elephantd,  jackasses,  &c. — that  she  was  dis- 
qualified forany  service.  He  had  jackasses'  heads 
stuck  through  all  the  port-holes,  and,  in  fact,  his 
ship  was  familiarly  known  in  the  Mediterranean 
as  the  Jackass  frigate.  I  believe  the  first  example 
of  voting  money  for  such  a  purpose  as  this,  was 
the  grant  made  to  Commodore  Morgan;  and  I  trust 
it  will  be  the  last.  Why  are  such  high  salaries 
granted  to  our  naval  officers,  unless  it  is  to  cover 
extraordinary  expenditures?  I  believe  the  esti- 
mates for  the  naval  service  this  year  amount  to 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars. 

Several  Senators.  Between  ten  and  eleven 
millions. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  think  they  will  be  found  to  be 
not  less  than  fifteen  millions  in  the  aggregate;  but 
eleven  is  enough  for  my  argument.  During  the 
last  war  with  Great  Britain,  1  believe  our  navy  did 
not  cost  us  more  than  four  or  five  millions  at  the 
utmost,  and  it  has  now  sot  up  to  eleven  millions, 
and  is  increasing,  year  by  year;  and,  in  addition 
to  this  enormous  expense,  every  time  there  is  an 
entertainment  given  by  a  naval  officer,  there  must 
be  an  appropriation  made  to  meet  the  expense. 
Sir,  I  hope  the  bill  will  be  indefinitely  postponed, 
and  upoii  that  I  ask  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  am  sorry  that  the  Senator 
from  New  Hanipshfre  has  thought  it  necessary  to 
oppo.se  this  bill,  and  1  regret  stilt  more  that  he  has 
felt  it  to  be  his  duly  to  indulge  in  the  style  of  re- 
mark which  he  has  addressed  to  the  Senate  on  this 
occasion.  Commodore  Elliot  is  now  no  more. 
While  in  the  service  of  the  country  he  advanced 
her  interests,  and  merited  her  approl:)ation.  His 
memory  should  at  least  be  entitled  to  respect.  If, 
in  his  conduct  towards  those  under  his  command, 
he  did  anything  that  was  calculated  to  bring  re- 
proach upon  his  name,  his  conduct  was  subjected 
to  investigation  by  the  proper  tribunal,  and  he 
submitted  himself  to  the  i)Uiiishmcnt  awarded  by 
that  tribunal,  whether  justly  or  unjustly,  1  do  not 


now  propose  to  inquire.  But  it  does  seem  to  me 
that  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire, though  probably  not  so  designed — for  I 
am  sure  he  would  be  the  last  man  in  the  world 
who  would  voluntarily  inflict  injury — are  calcula- 
ted to  bring  into  the  consideratitm  of  this  question, 
prejudices  which  ought  never  to  sway  an  Ameri- 
can Senate.  According  to  my  judgment,  there  can- 
not be  a  plainer  case,  or  one  which  appeals  more 
directly  to  our  sense  of  justice. 

It  is  said  that  the  expenses  of  the  American 
navy  are  lai-ge.  Sir,  that  furnishes  no  reason  why 
a  sum  of  money  which  in  justice  and  right  ought 
to  be  refunded  to  Commodore  Elliot,  or  to  those 
who  represent  him,  should  be  withheld.  If  the 
expenses  of  the  navy  are  large,  he  had  nothing  to 
do  with  making  them  so;  he  neither  created  the 
navy  nor  fixed  its  expenses.  The  expenses  of  the 
navy  is  a  matter  which  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
consideration  of  this  question.  This  gentleman 
was  sent  out  in  a  first-class  ship,  not  only  for  the 
purpose  of  adding  to  the  stores  of  American  sci- 
ence, but  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  American 
strength.  He  visits  a  certain  port,  and  it  is  an- 
nounced to  him  that  a  sovereign  intends  to  do  hint 
the  honor  to  visit  his  ship.  What  is  he,  under 
such  circumstances,  to  do?  Is  he  to  say,  I  belong 
to  a  republic;  we  know  nothing  about  kings  and 
queens;  we  do  not  desire  the  honor  of  a  visit  from 
you;  we  want  none  of  your  company?  I  am  sure 
that  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  would  not 
desire  him  to  act  in  such  a  manner  as  this.  Well, 
the  royal  cortege  comes  on  board,  what  is  he  then 
to  do?  Is  he  to  announce  to  them  that  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Washingtonian  cold-water  total-absti- 
nence society,  and  refuse  to  order  refreshments? 
Why,  it  is  preposterous  to  suppose  that  either  of 
these  sources  can  be  adopted.  What  is  he  to  do?  He 
is  the  representative  of  his  country,  and  he  should 
represent  it  in  a  manner  tlial  is  suitable  to  its  dig- 
nity; and  he  does  so  at  an  expense  to  himself  of 
fifteen  hundred  dollars.  The  Senator  says  that  he 
receives  a  large  salary,  and  that  is  sufficient  for  pur- 
poses of  hospitality.  So  it  is  for  ordinary  hospi- 
tality, but  not  for  occasions  like  these.  I  think 
we  should  be  wanting  in  the  duty  that  we  owe 
ourselves,  if  we  should  refuse  to  reimburse  him 
for  this  outlay.  I  hope  the  bill  will  not  be  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  The  honorable  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  is  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the 
case  of  Commodore  Morgan  is  the  only  one  in 
which  an  appropriation  of  this  kind  has  been 
made. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  did  not  refer  to  the  case  of  Com- 
modore Morgan  as  a  precedent  myself;  it  was  re- 
ferred to  by  the  committee.  In  regard  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  I  should 
have  been  exceedingly  glad  if  that  gentleman, 
who  generally  delivers  what  he  has  to  say  with 
so  much  grace  and  pro[)riety,  had  abstained  on 
this  occasion  from  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  an 
unkind  slur  on  temperance  societies.  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  entertain  that  honorable  Senator  in 
my  humble  home,  but  the  beverage  I  should  offer 
him,  though  he  might  consider  it  an  insult,  would 
be  the  best  water  the  country  affords.  I  think  the 
influence  of  such  unkind  suggestions  as  those 
made  by  the  Senator,  are  calculated  to  do  vast  in- 
jury to  a  cause,  which  I  know  is  dear  to  his  heart. 
Now,  in  regard  to  this  claim,  I  look  upon  it  aa 
establishing  a,  dangerous  practice.  We  shall  now 
have  to  commence  paying  for  the  entertainments 
given  by  our  ministers  abroad.  It  is  by  them  that 
the  true  dignity  of  the  nation  is  represented,  and 
if  there  is  any  propriety  in  the  thing  at  all,  they 
arc  the  persons  who  should  give  entertainments. 
You  will  find  applications  of  this  kind  multiply 
upon  your  hands.  There  will  be  no  end  or  limi- 
tation to  it. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Messrs.  CAM- 
ERON, BADGER,  BERRIEN,  WESTCOTT, 
and  others. 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
resulted  as  follow.s  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atchison,  Bagby,  Berrien, 
Breese,  Briglit,  Calhoun,  Clarke,  Crittenden,  Davis  olMas- 
.-aehiisc'tls,  Davis  of  Missis:!ip|M,  Dix,  Downs,  Felch,  Male, 
Hunter,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  J>ewj8,  Mason,  I'lielps,  Rusk, 
Spniancc,'l'uriiey,  Underwood,  Upliain,and  VVesicolt— 27. 

NAVS— Messrs.  Badger,  Benton,  Butler,  l-'anieron,  Diek- 
iHson,  Fdolc,  Hannegan,  Manguni,  Miller,  Moor,  Nilcs,and 
Pearee — I'i. 

After  a  late seBsion,  the  Senate  adjourned  to  Mon- 
day. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  Jlpril  15,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  COLLAiMER  rose  and  asked  leave  to  re- 
port a  bill,  but  yielded  the  floor  to 

Mr.  PALFREY,  who  asked  aad  obtained  leave 
to  make  a 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  PALFREY  said:  Within  the  last  fifteen 
minutes  he  had  seen ,  for  the  first  time,  in  the  Union 
newspaper  of  the  13th  instant,  the  report  of  a  dis- 
cussion in  which  he  was  concerned  on  Tuesday 
last,  and  in  the  course  of  which  his  remarks  were 
interrupted  by  thegeiiileman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr. 
Johnson,]  who  asked  him  a  question.  If  the  gen- 
tleman WU3  correctly  reported  in  the  Union,  Mr. 
P.  wished  to  say  now,  that  he  had  not  understood 
the  gentleman's  question  at  the  time  of  replying  to 
it.  He  did  not  say  the  report  was  incorrect.  He 
supposed,  because  corroborated  by  the  recollection 
of  a  gentleman  of  whom  he  had  just  made  the  in- 
quiry, that  the  gentleman's  question  on  Tuesday 
had  been  correctly  reported.  [A  voice:  Read  it.j 
No,  sir,  Mr.  P.  said,  I  decline  reading  it.  From 
my  reply  iiselt",  ihe  report  of  which  I  believe  to  be 
substantially  correct,  it  will  be  seen  that  I  did 
not  hear  the  real  question.  My  object  in  now 
rising  is  accomplished  by  this  statement.  I  will 
not  abuse  the  indulgence  of  the  House  in  allow- 
ing me  to  make  a  personal  explanation,  by  any 
offensive  retort  upon  the  gentleman.  Whatever 
ofTensiveness  he  intended  for  me,  I  can  easily  for- 
give; and  t!ie  question  whether  he  adopted  an  eligi- 
ble way  of  offering  it,  is  one  which  I  am  content 
silently  to  leave  to  the  decision  of  men  of  delicacy 
and  honor. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  having  asked  and  obtained  per- 
mission to  make  a  personal  explanation,  said  he 
did  not  know  whether  he  had  heard  correctly  the 
entire  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts;  but  if  he  had  understood  him  correctly,  he 
was  prepared  to  make  a  proper  response.  As  for 
asking  the  question  with  a  view  to  wound  the  feel- 
ings of  the  member  from  Massachusetts,  or  to 
make  any  unkind  reflection  on  him  or  on  any 
member  of  his  family,  he  assured  the  gentleman 
that  such  was  not  liis  intention  or  purpose.  But 
he  asked  the  question  in  connection  with  a  partic- 
ular set  of  remarks  which  tliegentleman  from  Mas- 
'sachusetts  made.  He  understood,  and  he  so  saw 
the  gentleman  was  reported,  that  his  remarks  were 
to  this  effect:  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
wasgoing  on  to  show,  and  to  prove,  that  the  negro 
race  was  becoming  more  and  more  elevated  in 
character;  and  in  proportion  as  they  became  ele- 
vated and  advanced  in  society,  they  became  corre- 
spondingly nearer  and  nearer  to  the  condition  of 
equality  with  the  white  man.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  went  on  to  enumerate  instances  of 
remarkable  negroes.  He  said  that  he  had  com- 
missioned one  learned  negro  lawyer  to  be  a  judge 
in  a  justice's  court  while  he  was  Secretary  of  State 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  He  also 
informed  the  House  that  another  negro  had  been 
elected  to  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  but 
that  his  modesty  was  so  great  that  he  had  not 
taken  the  seat  to  which  he  had  been  elected.  And 
in  this  connection  the  gentlemen  went  on  and  read 
an  extract  from  a  letter  giving  an  account,  to  use 
his  own  language,  of  a  very  intellectual,  interest- 
ting, and  charming  negro  boy.  Yes;  a  very  charm- 
ing negro  boy,  who  had  excelled  many  white 
students  associated  with  him  in  a  particular  insti- 
tution of  learning,  but  who  had  been  called  hence 
by  an  inscrutable  Providence.  This  was  the  tenor 
of  tlie  gentleman's  remarks  if  he  (Mr.  J.)  had 
properly  understood  him.  He  also  understood 
that  gentleman  to  say,  that  if  that  intellectual,  in- 
teresimg,  charming  negro  boy  had  lived,  he  would 
now  have  been  a  nviil,  a  companion,  and  an  asso- 
ciate of  his  own  BOM  and  of  the  son  of  an  honora- 
ble genlleman  from  South  Carolina,  in  one  of  tlic 
most  respectable  institutions  oL  learning  in  his 
own  Slate.  And  he  further  stated,  that  if  his  son 
should  have  failed  or  refused  to  treat  that  charm- 
ing, interesting,  and  intellectual  negro  boy  with 
proper  respect  and  esteem  as  a  companion  and  as- 
sociate in  his  studies,  he  would  have  incurred  and 
brought  down  upon  him  a  father's  displeasure. 
These  remarks  of  the  geiuleman  fiom  Mass[\clm- 
setts  made  the  impression  on  his  mind  that  this 
charming  negro  boy  was  deemed  the  equal  of  the 
gentleman's  son,  and  that  ho  would  be  the  rival  of 


that  gentleman's  son,  perhaps  his  superior,  in  liter-  I 
ary  attainments.  He  knew  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  every  man  who  considers  himself  a  gentleman,  j 
no  matter  what  the  complexion  of  his  skin  might 
be,  to  treat  all  classes  of  men  with  civility  and 
proper  respect.  But  what  was  the  case  submitted 
to  the  House?  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts was  showing  the  elevation  of  the  negro  char- 
acter— he  was  citing  instances  of  negroes  of  a 
superior  order  of  intellect — and  these  were  intro- 
duced in  connection  with  a  member  of  the  gentle- 
man's own  family,  who,  the  gentleman  assured 
the  House,  would  have  incurred  his  father's  dis- 
pleasure if  he  had  not  treated  with  entire  respect 
that  nteresting  and  charming  negro  boy.  The 
question,  then,  which  he  (Mr.  J.)  asked,  at  the 
time  he  thought  proper  and  pertinent.  It  was  not 
asked  with  the  view  of  making  an  unkind  cut  at 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  or  his  family, 
or  any  member  of  his  family;  he  asked  it  to  test 
the  sincerity  of  the  gentleman,  and  to  see  how  his 
theory  would  work  in  the  social  life  of  his  own 
family.  The  question  was  asked,  it  must  be  re- 
membered, when  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts had  made  this  charming  negro  boy  the  equal 
of  his  own  son.  Then  it  was  that  he  asked  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  if  he  should  be  willing, 
provided  such  a  thing  should  meet  the  taste  and 
approbation  of  a  member  of  his  family — to  wit,  his 
own  daughter— ^to  give  his  consent  to  her  being 
given  to  this  intellectual,  interesting,  and  charming 
negro  boy  in  wedlock  as  her  companion  through 
life?  Such  was  the  question  he  asked;  and  he 
asked  it  with  no  view  to  wound  the  feelings  of  the 
gentleman,  or  to  make  any  unkind  reflections  upon 
him  or  his  family,  but  to  test  the  theory  of  the 
gentleman  by  practice.  He  wished  it  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  by  the  House  that  he  had  not 
introduced  the  family  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts into  the  debates  of  this  House.  He 
should  be  as  far  from  doing  it  as  any  member  on 
this  floor.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
introduced  them  himself,  and  all  that  he  (Mr.  J.) 
desired  to  do  was,  to  test  the  sincerity  of  the  gen- 
tleman in  the  application  and  carrying  out  of  his 
theory.  He  assured  the  gentleman  he  had  no 
other  design  or  purpose  in  what  he  had  said. 

Mr.  PALFREY,  (turning  and  walking  back  to 
his  seat.)  Mr.  Speaker,  my  purpose  has  been 
answered  by  the  simple  statement  of  fact.  An 
answer  to  the  gentleman's  present  remarks  is  rising 
to  my  lips,  but  I  suppress  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts was  alone  answerable  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  his  family  into  these  debates. 

Mr.  ROOT  rose  and  objected  to  further  expla- 
nations. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  claimed  that  he  was  still  in  pos- 
session of  the  floor,  which  he  had  not  yielded.  He 
was  interrupted  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Palfrey]  as  he  was  going  on  to  say, 
that  after  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had 
demonstrated  that  the  negro  was  equal  to  his  own 
son,  and  was  worthy  to  be  the  companion  of  a 
member  of  his  family,  it  did  seem  to  him  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  could  not,  by  giv- 
ing to  his  question  the  most  latitudinous  construc- 
tion, convert  it  into  an  attack  on  his  family.  If 
this  intellectual,  interesting,  and  charming  negro 
boy  was  fit  to  be  the  companion  of  the  gentleman's 
son,  he  was  his  equal.  Plow,  then,  could  the  ques- 
tion be  unkind  towards  the  gentleman's  family? 

Mr.  CONGER  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  and 
inquired  if  there  was  not  a  special  rule  applicable 
to  personal  explanations.  He  wished  the  chair  tc 
state  if  there  was  not  a  rule  which  limited  personal 
explanations  to  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  JOBNSON  said  there  was  a  rule  which 
limited  them  to  one  hour. 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  say  that 
such  a  rule  was  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  on  Rules,  to  whom  it  had  been  referred, 
to  examine  into  its  propriety,  but  it  had  not  yet 
been  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  CONGER,  had  understood  it  otherwise. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said,  but  for  these  interruptions 
he  should  have  concluded  what  he  had  intended 
to  say.  He  would  say,  in  conclusion,  that  when 
he  asked  the  question,  he  was  well  satisfied  in  his 
own  mind,  for  he  was  conscious  of  the  gentleman's 
lefined  sense  of  honor,  jind  the  acuteness  of  his 
observation,  that  any  such  association  with  his 
fumily  would  be  repulsive  and  ollensive  to  him. 
He  did  not,  he  repealed,  intend  to  insult  the  gen- 
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tleman  or  liis  family.  He  knew  the  gentleman's 
theory  and  his  practice  must  be  very  difrerent  from 
each  other,  and  that  his  sense  of  honor,  his  nice/ 
discriminating  powers,  and  the  high  tone  of  his 
morality,  would  forbid  and  reject  every  idea  of 
reducing  such  a  theory  to  practice.  He  had  no 
more  to  say. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  then  claimed  the  floor,  and 
diverted  the  attention  of  the  House  to  other  busi- 
ness. 

RELIEF  OF  VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  asked  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  He 
explained  briefly  the  provisions  of  it.  There  were 
certain  volunteers  in  the  Mexican  war  who  were 
entitled  to  preemption  rights  in  the  Miami  reser- 
vation, in  the  State  of  Indiana.  These  lands, 
when  brought  into  market,  were  held  at  two  dol- 
lars an  acre.  The  bill  proposes  to  give  to  these 
volunteers  the  privilege  of  applying  their  land  scrip 
to  the  payment  for  their  preemptions  to  Miami 
lands  as  though  these  lands  were  offered  at  one 
dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre,  the  same  price  of 
other  public  lands. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill,  to  wit:  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  those  preemption  claimants  for 
Miami  lands  in  the  State  of  Indiana  who  by  their 
services  in  the  Mexican  war  are  entitled  to  bounty 
lands,  was  reported,  twice  read,  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  was  then  passed. 

TERMINATION  OF  DEBATE. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  proposed 
the  adoption  of  a  resolution  to  terminate  debate  on 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Richard  W.  Meade,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  at  two  o'clock  this  day. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  opposed  the  resolution. 
There  had  been  evinced  yet  no  disposition  to  wan- 
der from  the  merits  of  the  bill  in  this  discussion; 
and  there  had  been  intimated  a  desire  on  the  part 
of  many  members  to  postpone  the  discussion  to  a 
future  day.  He  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  had  oflTsred  the  resolution, 
e  said,  from  no  feeling  of  hostility  to  the  bill,  but 
with  a  view  to  progress  with  the  business  on  the 
calendar. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Cobb;  and,  having  been  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative, the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  go  now  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  private  calendar. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  suggested  that  it  might  be  the 
better  course  to  dispose  first  of  the  bills  already 
reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  acquiesced. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  the  first  order 
to  be  the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  last  Saturday, 
to  wit: 

A  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  J.  L.  Gillis  and 
others;  the  question  being  on  ordering  the  engross- 
ment. 

Hereupon  a  discusssion  arose,  in  which  the  res- 
olution was  opposed  by  Mr.  SAWYER,  and  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  SCHENCK,  Mr.  EVANS  of  Mary- 
land, and  Mr.  STANTON. 

And  then,  after  an  ineffectual  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table,  the  engrossment  was  ordered,  and  the 
joint  resolution  passed. 

PRIVATE  CALENDAR. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecti- 
cut, the  House  then  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Morse,  of  Louisiana,  in  the 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  tiie  legal  representatives  of  Richard 
W.  Meade,  deceased;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
in  the  discussion,  which  was  continued  thereon  by 
Mr.  GIDDINGS,  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  and 
Mr.  THOMAS,  of  Tennessee— 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  no  conclusion. 

And  the  Houss  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  ret'crrcd  : 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  New  Vork :  The  petition  of  chiefs  of 
ditltirent  triiies  of  tlie  New  Vork  Indiiins,  praying  for  r.lief 
10  the  survivors  of  the  New  Vork  Indians,  who  emigrated 
wost  ofihi'  Mississippi,  and  lor  the  reprcseutativei  and  rel- 
atives nf  those  who  have  died. 

By  Mr.  WENTWOKTH  :  The  pcUtioa  of  S.  C.  CoDina 
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and  otliiTs-,  tortile  extension  of  mail  route  4,317  from  Attawa 
via  Pliinitieiil  toCaoS,so  as  to  run  via  Flag  creek  andLyoiis 
to  Cliicaiio. 

Hy  .■Nirf  LA  SERE  :  The  Memorial  of  Thomas  VV.  Chinn, 
M.  Ciiiiitiiey,  ami  others,  securities  of  Tliomi^  G.  Morgan, 
lati'  eolle.ior  of  the  revenue  for  the  port  of  New  Orleans, 
pra\inu'  lor  rehef. 

By  Mr.  MeCLELLAND:  The  claim  of  W.  H.'Brookwa, 
ailniini^lrator  on  the  estate  of  John  and  Susan  Johnson,  late 
of  the  villatie  of  Mackinac,  deceased. 

By  .Mr.  TVVEKDY:  The  petition  of  U.Merrill  and  100 
others,  for  the  division  of  the  Green  Bay  land  district,  in 
Wisconsin. 

By  Mr.  McKAY  :  The  petition  of  John  Flnnkett,  of  Fay- 
etteville,  Xorlh  Carolina,  askina  an  indemnity  for  injuries 
siij-tained  from  an  explosion  in  tlir.  laboratory  of  the  North 
Carolina  arsenal. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
i\loKD.\Y,  .Ipril  17,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  vead  and  approved. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  moved. to  suspend  the  rules, 
to  enable  liini  to  oiler  a  i-esolution. 

Mr.  PALFREY  inquired  what  was  the  order  of 
bu.siness .' 

Tiie  SPEAKER  i-cplicd ,  the  call  of  the  States  for 
petitions. 

Mr.  PALFREY  inquired  if  a  motion  to  suspend 
the  rules  was  debatable  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replying  in  the  nes;ative— 

Mr.  PALFREY  took  an  appeal  from  tiiis  de- 
cision; but  finding  that  he  was  not  privileged  to 
deliate  the  afipeal,  he  withdrew  it. 

The  SPE.AKER  [)ut  the  question  on  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules. 

Mr.  WENT  WORTH  asked  if  anybody  had 
objected  to  the  resolution?  Nobody  had  on  his 
side  of  the  House.  What  was  the  need,  therefore, 
(he  aslced,)  for  a  motion  to  suspend.' 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  asked  by  Mr. 
PALFREY,  but  refi'tscd  by  the  House,  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  l.iy  a  division,  and  decided  in  tlie 
affirmative,  two-thirds  voting  therefor.  So  therules 
were  suspended. 

CORRESPONDENCE GEN.   SCOTT,  ETC. 

Mr.  Clin'gman's  resolution  was  then  received; 
and,  after  certain  modifications  at  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  and  on  Mr.  CLING- 
MAN'S  own  motion,  assumed  the  following  form: 

Rewlve^l,  That  the  Prpsident  be  ret|nested,  if  not,  in  his 
opinion,  incomiiatihle  with  the  pulilic  interest,  to  furnish 
this  House  copies  of  the  correspondence  br.tween  iMajor 
General  Winfield  Scott  and  the  .Secretary  of  War  during  the 
months  of  Octcdier  and  Noveinber  of  the  year  18'J6  ;  and  es- 
pecially copies  of  any  letters  or  despatches  of  General  Scott 
be.iriii;'  date  oil  lhe27lli  of  October,  the  lOlli,  lOtli,  and  21st 
of  Ndvenihcr,  delailinii  the  plan  of  (>i)'T:iiioiis  to  be  formed 
anrl  till-  mode  of  conducting  tlie  war  with  Mexico,  both  with 
reference  to  niovcnietits  from  the  Gidf  coa^t  and  from  the 
Rio  Grande  ;  and  also  the  replies  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
thereto. 

Rcolred furt.'ier,  That  the  President  be  requested,  in  like 
manner,  to  furnish  copies  of  any  correspondence  that  may 
have  taken  place  recently  between  General  Scott  and  the 
S^'Cretary  of  War  with  reference  to  the  change  of  cnm- 
mander-in-^hief  in  Mexico;  and  all  letters  received  from 
General  Scott,eiiher  directly  from  him  or  transmitted  by  any 
other  per.-on,  dated  prior  or  suhseijuenfto  his  suspension 
or  removal  from  the  command  of  the  army  in  the  vicinityof 
Mexico  ;  ami  also  the  rejiiies  of  the  Secretary  of  War  there- 
to, and  all  other  correspondence  between  General  Scotland 
the  Secretary  of  War  not  heretofore  communicated  to  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  CUNGMAN  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  was  seconded,  and,  under  its  opera- 
tion, the  resolution  was  adopted. 

REDUCTION  OF  DUTIES. 

Mr.  C.  .T.  INGEIISOLL  asked  leave  to  ofTer  a 
resolution.  There  being  objection,  Mr.  I.  moved 
to  suspend  the  rules.  Two-thirds  voting  therefor, 
the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  was  then  moved,  and  read,  as 
follows: 

Rc'olrerl,  That  the  Coinmitteeof  W.iys  and  Means  ascer- 
tain, liy  eon.-nltation  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and 
ollii-rwise,  anrl  report  to  this  House,  whiither  the  ininndiate 
reduction  of  fifticn  of  the  thirty  per  cent,  ad  valorrnn  now 
imposed  as  duties  on  Prencli  (iriidnctions  imported  into  the 
Ueiited  States  will  not,  .it  ilii>  cri  is  in  the  Freiieli  Govern- 
ment, atlord  great  and  seaMmnbh-  relief  to  the  distressed  in- 
dustry of  that  country,  to  wlii<-|i  Uiis  i^  so  niiieli  nideliled, 
and  al-o  he  without  di-advant.i^'c,  if  not  benefieial,  to  ttie 
revenue,  commerce,  and  general  wellare  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  striking  out  till  after  the  words  "Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,"  and  iii.sciiiiig  "  wliat  modifications 
it  i.s  necessary  to  make  in  the  tarilV  of  184C." 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  briefiy  nd- 
voculed  the  resolution.  We  were  awnrc  (he  said) 
ihitt  at  thi.s  time,  in  this  House,  there  either  ex- 
isted, or  wiia  professed  lo  exist,  tUe  greatest  sym- 


pathy for  France.  If  there  were  sympathy  for  a 
jseople  struffglijig  to  be  free,  he  thought  that  that 
sympathy  had  better  be  shown  by  overt  acts.  He 
referred  to  the  story  of  the  Frenchman  who  was 
present  in  a  company  where  a  poor  fellow  told  his 
tale  of  misery  and  distress.  "What  do  you  think 
of  such  a  case?''  was  asked.  "Ah!"  said  the 
company,  "we  are  very  sorry  for  him."  Said 
the  Frenchman,  taking  out  his  money,  "I  sorry 
twenhj  dollars!  How  muck  are  you  sorry?"  W^e 
should  not  confine  ourselves  to  mere  professions  of 
s^'mpathy,  but  afford  some  substantial  evidences 
of  sympathy,  by  reduction  of  our  duties  upon 
tlieir  productions.  This  would  not  merely  relieve 
the  French  treasury  immediately,  but  would  equal- 
ly benefit  ours,  by  swelling  the  amount  of  their 
iiTiportalions — thus  increasing  our  revenues;  and 
not  only  this:  so  grateful  would  they  be,  that 
when  a  permanent  government  was  established, 
we  might  expect  a  greatly  enlarged  market,  in 
consequence  of  their  reduction  of  the  duties  for 
our  tobacco,  cotton,  rice,  and  breadstuiTs.  Thus, 
at  the  time  that  we  were  manifesting  our  symjiathy 
and  generosity  to  the  French,  we  should  ensure 
iitiportant  benefits  to  various  interests  of  our  own 
country. 

After  a  word  of  conversation  between  Messrs. 
J.  R.  INGERSOLL  and  C.  J.  INGERSOLL— 

Mr.  HUDSON  said  he  iiad  no  disposition  gen- 
erally to  speak  in  opposition  to  resolutions  of  in- 
quiry, more  especially  as  he  believed  this  resolu- 
tion to  be  harmless  in  its  character;  but  as  some 
remarks  had  been  made  on  it,  he  would  say  a 
word  or  two,  which  he  would  not  have  done  if 
there  had  been  no  debate  upon  it.  What  he  wished 
to  say  would  be  strictly  applicable  to  this  resolu- 
tion of  inquiry.  They  all  knew  that  the  tariflf"  of 
1842  was  met  by  a  popular  objection  on  the  other 
side,  that  it  acted  on  luxuries  too  favorably.  It 
was  said  that  luxuries  ought  to  bear  the  highest 
rate  of  taxation,  and  the  thousand  gewgaws  from 
France  fell  within  that  description,  together  with 
French  wines. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  interposed  to  say  that 
wines  were  not  comprehended  in  this  resolution, 
the  duty  on  which  was  forty  per  cent. 

Mr.  Hudson  was  glad  to  hear  that  his  friend 
from  Pennsylvania  had  got  his  mind  olT  wine,  and 
that  the  duty  was  not  to  be  reduced  on  that  neces- 
sary of  life  which  was  consumed  by  the  hardy 
yeomanry  of  the  country.      [Laughter.] 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  did  not  propose 
to  reduce  the  duty  on  wine.  There  was  no  such 
proposition  embraced  in  his  resolution. 

Mr.  HUDSON  was  aware  of  that,  and  he  was 
glad  that  it  was  left  out.  The  resolution  now  be- 
fore the  House  related  to  the  thousanil  and  one 
gewgaws  of  French  manufacture.  The  inquiry 
proposed  was,  whether  we,  in  consideration  or  in 
consequence  of  a  certain  revolution  in  France,  be- 
fore the  French  people  have  established  any  gov- 
ernment for  themselves,  ought  now  to  modify  our 
tariff,  and  therel)y  say  to  the  French  that  we  will 
receive  all  their  luxuries,  including  their  gewgaws 
and  unnecessary  articles,  free  of  duty,  by  way  of 
giving  encouragement  to  them  in  their  glorious  un- 
dertaking. Now,  he  submitted  to  the  House  if 
this  was  a  proper  suliject  for  a  resolution.  He 
also  asked  the  House  if  this  was  a  proper  time  and 
this  a  proper  way  to  modify  our  revenue  laws.  If 
it  was  necessary  that  those  laws  should  undergo 
modification,  let  the  Flouse  take  up  the  whole  sub- 
ject. Let  French  wines  and  gewgaws  be  consid- 
ered with  Pennsylvania  iron,  which  he  would 
recommend  to  the  consideration  o.*"  the  mover  of 
this  resolution,  [iMr.  C.  .1.  Inoersoll,]  together 
with  all  those  interests  which  were  most  important 
to  our  people.  He  thought  those  intcresls  which 
vitally  affected  the  labor  of  thecounti-y  should  luive 
at  least  as  much  considei-ation  as  French  wines  and 
French  gewgaws.  He  cared  but  little  whether  this 
resolution  was  adopted  or  rejected.  It  was  to  him 
a  matter  of  jierfect  itidiflcrence.  But  he  wished 
the  House  to  understand  this  matter,  that  its  incm- 
bers  might  decide  for  themselves  whether  this  was 
a  proper  time,  a  proper  place,  and  a  proper  man- 
ner, to  modify  the  revenue  laws  of  the  country. 
This  resolution  embraced  a  subject  which  vitally 
concerned  the  laljor  of  the  coutitry,  and  he  pre- 
ferred, if  the  subject  was  to  be  taken  up,  that  it 
should  be  taken  up  together.  If  it  was  to  be  taken 
up  piecemeal,  he  should  give  the  prelerence,  over 
the  wines  and  gewgaws  of  France,  lo  the  iron  of 
Pennsylvania,  or  some  other  great  interest  of  this 


country,  any  one  of  which  was  of  more  importance 
than  the  wines  and  unnecessary  j^ewgaws  of  France. 
He  repeated  he  was  indifferent  as  to  the  fate  of 
this  resolution.  He  had  no  feeling  on  the  subject. 
The  reasons  which  influenced  gentlemen  in  throw- 
ing in  sucli  resolutions  were  best  known  to  them- 
selves, but  he  hoped  the  House  would'act  upon 
i  them  understandingly.  With  respect  lo  this  par- 
ticular resolution,  wliich  proposed  to  give  to  the 
gewgaws  of  French  manufacture  more  consider- 
ation than  the  iron  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  neces- 
saries of  life,  and  the  manufactures  of  our  own 
country,  he  would  only  say  that  it  should  be  well 
considered. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  interposed  and  said 
he  merely  desired  to  say  that  his  resolution  was 
simiily  a  resolution  of  inquiry.  It  was  impossible 
that  it  could  do  any  mischief.  It  was  a  resolution 
of  inquiry,  submitted  to  the  committee  of  which 
the  honorable  gentlernan  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vinton] 
and  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hud- 
son] were  members — meinbers,  too,  of  the  majority 
of  that  committee.  He  desired  to  put  the  siabject 
iyto  their  hands,  to  do  with  it  what  they  should 
think  proper. 

Then,  as  to  the  iron  about  which  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  was  so  anxious,  suffer  him  to 
say  that  that  was  what  he  had  in  view.  He  wanted 
to  enable  France,  if  possible,  to  pay  for  our  iron, 
which  they  now  cannot  do,  unless  we  take  some 
of  those  gewgaws  to  which  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  objected.  And,  m  addition,  he 
would  afford  some  aid  to  the  spirit  of  liberty  which 
was  aroused  in  France. 

Mr.  HUDSON  inquired  whether  the  15  per 
cent,  in  the  gentleman's  resolution  had  any  refer- 
ence to  liberty  ? 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.     Yes. 

Mr.  HUDSON.  And  whether  the  gentleman 
would  impose  15  per  cent,  for  liberty  ? 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  by  striking  15 
per  cent,  from  30,  we  should  go  much  nearer  lo 
liberty  than  we  had  hitherto  been.  Were  there 
any  other  questions  tlie  gentleman  desired  to  ask? 
He  was  retidy  to  answer  any  other  question  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  or  any  other  gen- 
tleman, might  wish  to  put  to  him. 

Mr.  ECKERT  inquired  what  amount  of  iron 
we  now  export  to  France? 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  replied  none,  but  we  , 
may  begin  to  exjjort  iron  to  France   if  we  give 
France  tiie  means  to  pay  for  that  whicli  we  shall 
send  there. 

Mr.  ECKERT  would  inquire  whether  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  expected  or  calculated 
Uiat  we  could  export  iron  to  France  until  the  wages 
of  labor  were  reduced  to  the  standard  of  Fnuice? 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  replied  that  that  was 
one  of  the  greatest  humbugs  in  the  world.  That, 
it  appeared,  was  to  be  a  standing  humbug.  His 
resolution  was  simply  a  resolution  of  inquiry,  and 
it  had  been  debated  longer  tlian  he  thought  neces- 
sary; he  should  therefore  make  a  motion  that  he 
rarely  made.     He  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  McLANE  moved  to  amend  tlie  resolution 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  resolved,  and 
inserting;'  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  adopting  the  follow- 
ing Joint  resolution: 

Rc!~oh<ed,  (the  Senate  concurring.)  That  from  and  after 
the  4th  day  of  July,  1K48,  all  duties  now  levied  by  exi.-iaig 
laws  uiiiui  articles  imported  from  the  Uepuhlie  oi'  France, 
the  growth  and  maiiufaclureofsaid  Ketitibiic,  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  America,  be,  and  the  same  are,  hereby  re- 
pealed :  PrcDV'ti/,  The  duties  now  leviid  by  the  laws  of  said 
jtepiililic  n|)im  articles  the  growth  and  manufacUne  of  the 
United  States  imported  into  the  said  Republic  of  Fraiice, 
shall  he  repealed  on  or  before  the  aforesaid  ilth  day  of  July. 

Mr.  BAYLY  maved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the 

table. 

The  motion  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YE-LS — Messrs.  AbhoU,  Adams.  Barringer,  Barrow,  Bay- 
ly, Hlanchurd,  Bocock,  liotls,  B.iydon,  Brady,  William  G. 
Brown,  Charles  Urown,  Albert  G.  {Jrown,  Cabell,  Chapman, 
Chase,  Clingman,  Williamson  K.  VV.  Cobb,  Cocke,  Collaincr, 
Conger,  Cranston,  Cri.>liel(l,  Dickinson,  Dixon,  Dner,  (.'ar- 
nett  Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckort,  Einbree,  Alexander  Evans,  Na- 
tlinii  Evans,  Featherston,  Ficklin,  Freedley,  Fulton,  Gayle, 
(;entr\ ,  (;i(ldhigs,Creg<)r\-,  Ilaht,  James  G.  Hampton,  Moses 
llainiilon,  llai.il-oii,  liriiry,  Elias  15.  Holmes,  Georiie  S. 
It.m.-tnn,  lliibbard.  Hunt,  jrviii,  Jenkins,  Robert  W.  John- 
son, Jidm  W.Jones,  Kellogg,  William  T.Lawrence,  Sidney 
Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Lord,  Lumpkin,  AlcClelland,  MfCler- 
nand,  McDowell,  McKay,  Job  IManu,  lUnace  Mann,  Marsh, 
Marvin,  Alorehead,  Mmpby,  I'eck,  I'ctrie,  Pe.Mon,  Piielps, 
Rhett,  Uieliardson,  Itoekhill,  Julius  Rockwell,  Roman,  Rum- 
soy,  St.  John,  Sawyer,  Slicppeid,  Sherrill,  Silvester,  Simp- 
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son,  Sim<;,  Caleb  B.  f?milli,  Truman  Smith,  Starkweather, 
Sti,'|)heiis,  Aiiih-eu'  Stewart,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Strohm, 
gtron:;,  Tiiibodfaux,  'I'homas,  Richard  VV.  Thoinpsoi],  Ven- 
nbh-,  White,  and  VVil.-oii— i;9. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Aslimun,  Atkinson,  Beale,  Betlinger, 
Bingliiim,  Bird.^all,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Bridges,  lirodliead,  Bnck- 
iier,''Burt,Canby,Cathcart,  Franklin  Chirk,  Beverly  L. 'Clark, 
Howell  Cobb,  Collins,  Crowell,  tJrozier,  Cuinnnns,  Daniel, 
Dickey,  Daniel  Dnnenn,  Edwards,  Faran,  Fartellv,  Flonr- 
l)0y,  French,  Fries,  Giiines,  Green,  Willaril  P.  Half,  Natiian 
K.  Flail,  Hammons,  Henley,  Hill,  Billiard,  Isaac  E.  Holmes, 
Hudson,  Ini;c,  Charles  J.  ]M2:er.-.oll,  Jverson,  Jameson,  An- 
drew Johnson,  GenrL'e  VV.  Jones, KauCnnin,  Ivennon,  Daniel 
P.  King,  l.-cftler,Li',mn,i\iaolay,Mellvaine,  iVIcLane,  Meade, 
Miller,  Morris,  Nelson,  Palfrey,  Peaslee,  Pollock,  Preston, 
Putnam,  llicliey,  Robinson,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Root,  Robert 
Smith,  Stanton,  Tallinadge,  Taylor,  Jacob  Thompson,  Wil- 
liam 'J'homp.-on,  Tlinr>ton,  Tompkins,  Toombs,  Tuck,  Tur- 
ner, Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  Warren,  Wentwortli,  VVick,  Wiley, 
and  Wooodward — 85. 

So  the  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 

SUSPENSION  OF  GENERAL  SCOTT. 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  to  suspend  tiie  rules,  to 
enable  him  to  oiFer  the  following  reaolutionsi 

Rcsoioed,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  this 
House  whether  M.ijor  General  Winfield  Scott,  comnuuidcr- 
in-chiof  of  the  United  States  forces  in  Mexico,  has  been 
arrested  or  suspended  from  roannand  ;  and  if  suspended 
from  duty  and  the  e.vercise  of  his  responsilde  fnjictions,  that 
the  President  be  further  ri  quested  to  inform  tins  House 
whether  such  su.^pension  was  occasioned  by  any  breach  of 
orders,  violation  or  negfect  of  duty,  or  for  powers  assumed 
by  said  commandiT  in  conducting  the  war  with  Mexico; 
and  if  so,  to  state  the  nature  of  such  lyeaeh  of  orders,  viola- 
tion or  iieglect  of  duty,  or  assumption  of  power,  or  what 
other  high  military  orfence  has  been  imputed  to  the  said 
commander-in-chief,  and  \viueh,  iii  llu;  opinion  of  the  Presi- 
dent, rendered  it  necessary  or  expedient  at  such  a  conjunc- 
ture of  aflairs,  in  time  of  active  operatiinis,  in  the  heiirt  of 
the  enemy's  country,  after  a  campaign  among  the  most  bril- 
liant and  successful  recorded  on  the  page  of  history,  to  de- 
prive the  republic  of  the  eminent  and  in\aluable  services  of 
Major  General  Scott,  to  whoju  the  representatives  of  the 
people  have  unanimously  voted  their  tlianks  witli  a  medal, 
"as  a  testininny  of  the  .higli  sense  entertained  by  Congress 
of  liis  valor,  skill,  and  judicious  conduct,  in  tiie  memorable 
campaign  on847." 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cause  to  be 
furnished  to  this  House  a  copy  of  the  charges  and  specifica- 
tions (if  any)  wiiich  have  been  filed  against  lirevet  Major 
General  Worth  by  Major  Gem-ral  Scott^  and  by  him  trans- 
mitted to  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  trial,  by  general  court- 
martial;  and  that  tin;  President  be  further  requested  to 
inform  this  House  whether  he  lias  disallowed  the  charges 
preferred  by  the  connnander-in-cliief  against  a  subordinate 
officer  under  his  command,  or  whether  he  has  a|)pointed  a 
general  cinirt-niartial  for  the  trial  of  tlie  said  Brevet  M:ijor 
General  Worth,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  and  re- 
quirements of  tlie  law,  which  in  such  cases  declares,  "  that 
'  whenever  a  general   officer  C(minianding  an   army,  or  a 

<  cidonel  commanding  a  d.jpariment  sh.iU  he  the  accuser  or 
9  '  prosecutor  of  any  oHicer  of  the  army,  the  general  court- 

<  martial  for  tlie  trial  of  such  officer  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
'President  of  the  United  States;"  and,  if  not,  what  good 
reason  existed  for  disregarding  the  charges  of  Major  General 
Scott,  the  superior,  against  IBrevet  Major  General  Worth, 
the  inferior  officer,  while  Major  General  Scott  is  brought 
before  a  court  of  inquiry  in  Mexico  upon  the  charges  pre- 
ferred by  said  Brevet  iMajor  General  Worth  against  liis  com- 
mander-in-chief, General  Scott. 

The  question  on  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules 
was  put,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Aslimnn,  Barringer,  Bar- 
row, Blanchard,  Botts,  Boydon,  Brady,  Buckner,  Cabell, 
Cathcart,  (Chapman,  Clingnian,  Cocke,  Collanier,  Conger, 
Cranston,  Crisfield,  Crowell,  Crozier,  Dickey,  Duer,  Daniel 
Duncan, Garnett  Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckert,  Edwards,  Embree, 
Alexander  Evans,  iVatlian  Evans,  Farrelly,  Fealherstoii, 
Ficklin,  Flournoy,  Frecdley,  French,  Gaines,  Gayle,  Gen- 
try, Giddings,  Gott,  Gregory,  Hale,  Willard  p.  Hull,  Nathan 
K.  Hall,  James  G.  Hanipton,  iMoses  llanipion,  Haskell, 
Henley,  Henry,  Hilliard,  Elias  B.  llolniet;,  llnbliard,  Hud- 
eon,  Hunt,  IiiL'e,  Joseph  1!.  Ingersoll,  [iviii,  John  W.  Jones, 
Kaufman,  Ke'lloiig,  Thomas  B.  Km^',  Daniel  1'.  King,  Wil- 
liam T.  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Mcllvame,  lloraci'  Minn, 
Marsh,  Marvin,  Morehead,  Morris,  Nel-oii,Newall,  Pollock, 
Preston,  Putnam,  !!o!iinson,  Rockhill,  John  A.  Rockwell, 
Roman,  Root,  Ruin-'ey,  St.  John,  Sheppcrd,  .■^herrill,  Silves- 
ter, Caleb  B.  Smith,  Trunian  Smith,  Stanton,  Stephens, 
Andrew  Slewart,  Stroiini,  Tallniadgc^,  Taylor,  Tliibodi'a'ux, 
Richard  W.  Tho^np^on,  John  B.  'I'lionipson,  'I'oinpkins, 
Toombs,  Tuck,  Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  Wentworth,  White,  and 
WiL-on— 107. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Beale,  Bedinger,  liinL'ham,  Birdsall,  Bo- 
"bck,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Brirlces,  Brodliead,  William  G.  Brown, 
Charles  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown  Burt,  Chase,  Franklin 
Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Howidl  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W. 
Cobb,  Collins,  Cummins,  Dickinson,  Fries,  Fulton,  Green, 
Harabon,  Hill,  George  S.  Houston,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll, 
Iversoii,  Jameson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson,  Robert  W. 
Johnson,  George  W.  Jmies,  Keniion,  Sidney  Lawrence, 
liCffli'r,  Lord,  Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McClernand, 
Mcl)f)well,  McKay,  MeLaiie,  Job  Mann,  Meade,  Miller, 
Morsi^,  Murphy,  Peaslwe,  Peck,  Petric  Peyton,  Phelps, 
Richardson,  Ricliey,  Sawyer,  Sims,  Robert  Smith,  Starl;- 
wcaiher,  Charles  R.  .Stiiarl,  Strong,  Thomas,  James  Thomp- 
son, Jacob  Thompson,  William  Thompson,  Thurston,  Tur- 
ner, Venable,  Wick,  Wiley,  and  Woodward— 74. 

Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  not  agreed  to;  so 
tlic  resolution  was  not  received. 

THE  APPROPRIATION   BILLS. 
Mr.  BOYD  moved  tiiat  the  Senate  bills  lyin;; 


on  the  Speaker's  table  be  taken  up,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  referring  them. 

The  motion  was  decided  liy  yeas  and  nays — 
yeas  97,  nays  85.  Two-third.s  not  voting  in  the 
affirmative,  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  VINTON"  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to 
enable  him  to  offer  a  resolution  niaking  the  several 
appropriation  bills  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1849 — viz:  for  the  payment  of  revolutionary  and 
other  pensions,  for  the  payment  of  navy  pen.sions, 
appropriations  for  the  naval  service,  for  fortifica- 
tions, for  civil  and  diplomatic  e.xpenses  of  the 
Government — the  special  orderof  the  day  for  Wed- 
nesday next,  at  one  o'clock,  p.  m.,  and  so  to  con- 
tinue at  the  same  hour  of  the  day  for  every  day 
thereafter,  except  Fridays  and  Saturdays,  until 
finally  disposed  of. 

Mr.  McKAY  requested  Mr.  Vinton  to  include 
in  the  resolution  the  bill  regulating  the  appoint- 
ment of  clerks  in  the  Executive  departments,  and 
for  other  purpo.ses. 

Mr.  VINTON  assenting  to  the  request  of  Mr. 
McKay,  the  resolution  was  modified  accordingly. 

Tiie  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  agreed  to, 
and  the  resolution  was  received. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  including  the  bill  to  establish  the  Territorial 
Government  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  BOYD  suggested  to  Mr.  Ficklin  to  include 
the  ten-regirnent  bill  in  his  amendment.  « 

Mr.  FICKLIN  expressed  his  willingness  to  do 
so,  if  it  was  in  order. 

The  point  was  raised  that  the  last  named  bill, 
now  lying  on  the  Speaker's  table,  and  never  hav- 
ing been  once  read,  could  not  be  considered  within 
the  power  of  the  House  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
justify  its  being  included  in  this  motion  for  a  spe- 
cial order. 

Mr.  BOYD  said  the  bill  was  certainly  within  the 
power  of  the  Flouse,  as  it  had  been  received  from 
the  Senate,  and  could  be  taken  up  whenever  a  com- 
petent majority  of  the  House  saw  fit. 

The  SPEAKER,  upon  reflection,  decided  that 
the  proposition  would  be  in  order,  and  stated  that 
it  would  require  a  vote  of  two-thirds  to  pass  the 
resolution,  though  amendments  could  be  carried 
by  a  majority. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  thereupon  modified  his  amend- 
ment so  as  to  include  the  Oregon  bill  and  the  ten- 
regiment  bill. 

After  several  inquiries  and  suggestions  from 
variotts  members, 

Mr.  COLLAIV'IER  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question 
ordered  to  be  put. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Ficklin's  amendment  was 
divided,  and  taken  on  each  bill  separately. 

The  question  on  the  first  branch  was  put,  viz: 
to  embrace  the  bill  to  establish  the~Territorial  Gov- 
ernment of  Oregon  in  the  resolution,  and  it  was 
agreed  to. 

The  question  on  the  second  branch  of  Mr. 
Ficklin's  amendment,.  vi2:  to  include  also  the  bill 
from  the  Senate  to  provide  an  additional  military 
force,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  then  put,  and 
decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atkin.son,  Bayly,  Beale,  Bedinger,  Bing- 
ham, IJiidsall,  Bocock,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Bridges,  Brodhoad, 
William  G.  Brown,  Cliaries  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burt, 
Cathcart,  Chase,  Franklin  Clark,  iieveiiy  L.  Clark,  Howell 
Cobb,  \V^llialn^on  R.  W.Cobb,  Collins,  Cuniinina,  Daniel, 
Dickinson,  IJuiiii,  Faran,  Featlierston,  Ficklin.  French, 
Fries,  Fulton,  Gaines,  Green,  Willard  P.  Hail,  Hammons, 
Haralson,  Henley,  Hill,  George  S.  Houston,  Inge,  (.'has.  J. 
Ingersoll,  Jack-^on,  Jame'son,  Jenkins,  Ainlrew  Jolinson,  R. 
W.  Johnson,  (;.  VV.  Jones.  Kaufman,  Kennoii,  La  S6re,  Sid- 
ney Lawrence,  L'tHer,  Li'/on,  Liiiroln,  Lumpkin,  Maclav. 
McClelland,  McClernand.  McDowell,  McKay.  Mcl>ane,  J'ib 
Mann,  Meade,  Miller,  iMorris,  Morse,  iMurpliy,  Pe.ish.'O, 
Peck,  Petrie,  Pettit,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Rhett,  liichardson, 
liicliey,  Robinson,  Uockhill,  Sawym-,  Simpson,  .Sims,  Riibi  rt 
Smith,  StiUiKni,  Stirkweatlier,  Cliaries  JO.  Stuart,  Sliong, 
Tliomas,  James  'i'lnnnjison,  Jacob  Thoinp.-on,  V\'ilhani 
Thompson,  Thnrslon,  Turner,  Venable,  Wentworth,  Wick, 
Wiley,  and  Woodward— 97. 

iNAVS — .Messrs.  Abbot  I,  Adams,  Ashniun,Barringer,  Bar- 
row, Belcher,  BlaMchard,  Botis,  lioydon,  Brady,  Buckner, 
Cabell,  ('liapman,  Clingnian,  Cocke,  Cnllainer,  Conger, 
Cranston,  Crisheld,  Crowell.  Cro/.iin-,  Dickey,  Uner,  Daniid 
Duncan,  Garnett  Duncan,  Eekert,  Edwards,  Embree,  Alex- 
ander Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Fa'relly,  Flournoy,  Freedlev, 
Gavie,  Gentrv,  (Jiililings,  (Jott,  Gregory,  Hale,  Natlian  K. 
Hall,  JamesG.'Haniptnn,  Moses  Hampton,  Ilcnrv,  Hilliard, 
Ehas  B.  Ihdnies,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Jos.  I!.  Ingersoll, 
John  VV.  Jones,  Kellog!.',  Thomas  it.  Kiic,  Daniel  P.  King, 
Win.  T.  Lawrence,  Mcllvaine,  II(n-;iee  Maiin,  iMar-h,Alar- 
vin,  Morehead,  Nelson,  Ni.'wall,  Palfrev,  Pendleton,  Predion, 
Putnam,  Julius  Rockwell.  Ji.hn  A.  lioidiwrll,  Roman,  Root, 
Runney,  SI.  John,  Shepperd,  Shmrill,  Silvester,  Caleb  B. 
Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Sn^pliens,  Andrew  Stewart,  Strohm, 
'I'aylor,  Thibodeaux,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  J.  B.  Thomp- 


son, Tompkins,  'i'oombs,  Tuck,  Vinton,  Warren,  White, 
and  Wilson— 92. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Ficklin  was  agreed 
to. 

The  question  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the  resolu- 
tion, and  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays:  Yeas 
74,  nays  101.     So   two-thirds  not  voting  in  the 
affirmative,  the  resolution  was  not  agreed  to. 
REVISION  OF  THE  LAWS  OF  THE  U.  STATES. 

Mr.  McKAY  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  received,  read,  and  agreed  to: 

Rcsoloc'l,  Tliat  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  ex|)edieiicy  of  providing  for  the  colla- 
tion, digest,  and  revision  of  the  public  laws  of  tin;  United 
States  now  in  force,  and  including  ttiose  which  may  be  en- 
acted by  the  present  Congress  ;  that,  in  doing  tl-is,  Uie  ilill'er- 
ent  acts  and  [larts  of  acts  which  form  similarity  of  snbiect 
ought  to  be  so  arranged  and  consolidated,  be  eullected  and 
reduced  into  one,  distributing  the  same  under  siicli  titles, 
divisions,  and  sections  as  may  be  proper,  omitting  nil  such 
acts  and  parts  of  acts,  before  passed,  as  shall  either  have 
expired  by  their  own  limitation,  lieconie  obsolete,  or  been 
repealed;  inserling  in  llie  budy  of  the  revised  statuti^s  such 
new  provisions  as  may  be  proper  and  judiciuus;  and  that 
said  revision  bo  comiileted,  in  eveiy  otlier  resp.ect,  in  such 
manner  as  shall  seem  most  useful  and  [iroper  to  render  said 
statutes  more  plain  and  easily  to  be  understood. 

HARBORS   AND   RIVERS. 

Mt.  HUNT  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  en- 
able him  to  offer  a  resolution  making  bills  1G8, 
169,  and  176,  for  the  improvement  of  certain  har- 
bors and  rivers,  the  special  order  of  the  day  for 
Tuesday,  May  8,  so  to  continue  until  finally  dis- 
posed of. 

The  question  was  decided  by  yeas  and   nays — 
yeas  95,  nays  71.     Two-thirds  no't  voting  in  the 
afKrmative,  the  rtdes  were  not  suspended. 
AMENDING  RULES. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  to  suspend  the 
rule.s  to  enajjie  him  to  move  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing the  Committee  on  Rules  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  rescinding  the  135th  rule  of  the 
House.     Disagreed  to. 

HEMP  FOR  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  suspend  the 
.rules  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  authorizing  the  purchase  of 
hemp  for  the  use  of  the  navy. 

Pending  which  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  ^pril  17,  1848. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Texas,  in  relation  to  having  a  law  passed 
by  Congress  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  Texas 
over  one-half  the  v/aters  of  the  Sabine  Lake,  Sa- 
bine Pass,  and  Sabine  river,  up  to  the  32d  degree 
of  north  latitude,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed; 
and  in  favor  of  an  act  of  Congress  concerning  mil- 
itary posts  on  the  frontier,  so  as  to  extend  a  chain 
of  military  posts  in  advance  of  the  settlements 
between  Red  river  and  the  Rio  Grande,  and  to  be 
removed  from  tinne  to  time  as  the  settlements  ad- 
vance; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mi>DlX  presented  a  petition  from  Dennis  Har- 
ris, merchant,  of  New  Y'ork,  asking  for  a  return 
of  duties  on  sugar  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  while  yet  subjectto  exportation;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  7\LLEN  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Mercer  county,  Ohio,  asking  that  all  persons 
promoted  t'rom  the  ranks  during  the  war  with 
Mexico,  shall  be  entitled  to  their  bounty  land,  as 
if  they  had  been  dischai^ed;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Alfairs. 

Also,  several  memorials  relating  to  such  changes 
in  the  post  office  system  as  will  admit  jiapers  to  be 
sent  free  of  postage  to  all  places  within  thirty  miles 
of  the  place  of  publication;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Pust  Roads 

Also,  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  in 
i!avor  of  constructing  a  road  from  Lake  Michigan 
to  the  Pacific;  and  memorials  t'rom  Wadsworth, 
Ohio,  and  from  Summit  county,  Ohio,  numerously 
signed,  in  favor  of  the  same;  which  were  laid  on 
the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  a  memorial  from  Thos. 
W.  Chinn  and  other  sureties  of  a  late  collector 
of  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  asking  to  be  released 
from  a  certain  judgment  obtained  against  thein; 
which  was  referred"  to  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
and  ordered  to  be  [irinted. 

Mr.  CAMEROtN"  presented  twenty  rnenwrials, 
ai"'ned  by  some  thousands  of  citizens  of  Pciinsyl- 
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vania,  complaining  of  the  monopoly  of  the  Cam-  I 
den  and  Amboy  Railroad  and  the  Delaware  and 
Rnriian  Canal  Company, and  theexoi'bit<\ntcharges 
exacted  for  carrying  passenger^3  and  freight  be- 
tween Philadelphia  and  Nesv  York,  and  of  the 
unconstitutional  imposition  by  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  of  a  tax  on  persons  and  property  entering 
RTid  (Jeparting  from  that  State,  and  asking  as  a 
remedy,  that  Congress  will  authorize  a  post  route 
through  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  that  citizens  of 
all  Stales  may  pass  without  utijust  charge.  These 
memorials  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tlie 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  a  petition  from  John  Bald- 
win,asking  remuneration  for  losses  sustained  under 
a  contract  for  supplying  pork  to  the  navy;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  WE3TC0TT  presented  a  petition  from 
John  Campbell  tSc  Co.,  of  Petisacola,  asking  pay- 
ment for  subsistence  furnished  troops  in  the  service 
of  the  United  States  in  1847;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Commitiee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  PHELPS  presented  two  memorials  in  favor 
of  the  purchase  of  Mount  Vernon  by  the  General 
Government. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  memorials  from  numer- 
ous citizens  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purchase 
of  Mount  Vernon. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens, 
for  the  purchase  of  Mount  Vernon. 

All  these  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  AlTairs. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  the  heirs  of  Colonel  Truman  Cross,  ask- 
ing to  be  allowed  compensation  for  extra  official 
services  rendered  by  deceased;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Alfairs. 

Also,  from  James  Birkhead  and  others,  United 
States  citizens  resident  at  Rio  Janeiro,  and  ship- 
masters and  others  trading  to  Brazil,  asking  that 
the  system  of  reciprocal  duties  may  be  abandoned, 
or  at  least  limited  to  a  direct  trade  with  the  coun- 
tries in  which  they  may  be  made,  and  showing  the 
injurious  effect  of  the  present  policy  upon  the  ship- 
ping and  other  interests  of  the  United  Slates;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  from  John  F.  Weishampel  and  others,  ask- 
ing that  the  bill  before  the  Senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  examiners  may  be  speedily  passed,  in 
order  that  the  business  cf  the  office  may  be  expe- 
dited; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

REPORTS   FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the 
renewal  of  the  patent  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow 
and  heirs-at-law  of  Timothy  P.  Anderson,  deceased ; 
which  was  read  a  first  lime. 

Also,  from  the  same  cotnmittee,  the  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  promote  the  progress  of 
the  useful  arts,  and  to  repeal  all  acts  and  parts  of 
acts  heretofore  made  for  that  purpose,"  approved 
July  4,  ]846,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  tlouse  bill  for  therelief  of  Thomas 
Scott,  without  amendment. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  the  bill  for  at- 
taching a  portion  of  the  northwestern  land  district, 
Louisiana,  to  the  district  north  of  the  Red  river, 
Loui.siann. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Puljlic  Lands,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  ))etition  of  Isaac  W. 
Taylor  and  other  representatives  of  Jacques  Cla- 
miirgan,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

CALIFORNIA  CLAIMS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  relating  to 
California  claims,  the  question  pending  being  to 
recommit  the  l)ill  wiih  instructions. 

Mr.  BADGER  suggested  to  the  Senator  from 
Virginia,  to  modify  hui  motioji  to  recommit,  by 
the  omission  of  the  instniciions,  so  as  to  leave  the 
commitiee  a  discretion  to  put  the  clause  in  the  bill 
into  such  a  shape  as  would  meet  the  acquiescence  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  MASON  replied  that  he  had  received  a 
similar  suggestion  from  other  friends;  and  that  he 
would,  therefore,  withdraw  so  much  of  hisamend- 
nifiiit  as  related  to  insiruciions  to  ihc  committee. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  then  agreed  to. 


SUPREME  COURT. 

The  Senate  thfen  proceeded  to  the  special  order, 
being  the  bill  supplemental  to  an  act  entitled  "Anaci 
concerning  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States," 
approved  I7lh  July,  1844. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  ASHLEY  said  he  regreited  the  necessity 
of  troubling  the  Senate  again  on  this  bill.  But  the 
more  he  reflected  on  it,  the  more  he  was  convinced 
of  its  evil  tendency.  He  objected  to  all  special 
legislation.  The  four  Senators  who  advocated 
this  bill  when  last  before  the  Senate,  did  it  on  the 
ground  that  the  bill  was  intended  for  a  special  and 
temporary  purpose.  He  went  into  an  examina- 
tion of  the  state  of  the  docket.  It  was  represented 
that  there  were  163  cases  depending  before  the 
Supreme  Court.  Of  the  163  cases,  there  were 
twenty-two  in  which  the  United  States  is  a  par- 
ty, yet  there  was  no  complaint  from  the  Govern- 
ment, or  any  officer  belonging  to  it.  There  have 
been  no  complaints  from  this  quarter,  as  there 
would  have  been  had  any  cause  existed.  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Texas,  have  no  case 
before  the  court.  Five  States — Connecticut,  Ver- 
mont, New  Jersey,  Delaware,  and  Indiana — have 
each  one  case.  Three  States — New  Hampshire, 
Tennessee, and  Iowa — have  each  two  cases.  Five 
States — Rhode  Island,  Virginia,  Arkansas,  Michi- 
gan, and  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin — have  each 
tfiree  cases.  Three  Stales — Georgia,  Alabama,  and 
Florida — have  each  four  cases.  Missouri  has  five 
cases,  and  Kentucky  six.  Maine,  Massachusetts, 
Ohio,  and  Illinois,  have  each  seven  cases.  Penn- 
sylvania has  ten  cases;  the  Districtof  Columbia  has 
eleven;  New  York  fourteen;  Louisiana  and  Missis- 
sippi nineteen.  Yetfrom  all  these  there  had  been  no 
cotn plaint  of  delay.  He  went  on  to  show  that  many 
of  tliese  cases  were  important  cases,  to  which  the 
United  States  is  a  party;  and  that  if  this  bill  should 
pass,  and  the  Supreme  Court  should  meet  in  May, 
as  there  is  no  Attorney  General  of  the  United  Stales 
now,  it  was  impossible  for  the  United  States  to  be 
prepared  to  go  into  court  with  these  cases. 

He  then  dwell  on  the  inconveniences  which  would 
result  from  this  relief  of  the  Supreme  judges  from 
circuit  duties,  some  of  which  he  understood  to  be 
admitted,  and  others  he  pointed  out.  He  went 
into  details  of  the  business  before  the  circuit  and 
district  courts,  in  which  the  United  States  occu- 
pied the  position  of  a  party.  The  Government 
cases  made  up  a  total  of  664,  yet  the  individual 
interests  greatly  outweighed  these.  Ail  these  cases 
would  be  left  at  the  disposal  of  an  incompetent 
tribunal,  if  the  Supreme  judge  was  to  be  relieved 
of  a  portion  of  the  circuit  duties.  There  were 
twenty-four  Slates  entitled  to  be  heard  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  they  would  never  be  pursuaded  to  give 
their  assent.  The  effect  would  necessarily  be  to 
swell  the  docket  of  the  Supreme  Court;  so  that, 
instead  of  163  casts  at  the  beginning  of  the  next 
session,  there  would  probably  be  from  300  to  400. 
He  slated  that  the  amount  of  business  in  the  cir- 
cuit and  district  courts  was  enormous,  yet  the  dis- 
trict judges  did  not,  in  some  Slates,  sit  ten  days 
throughout  the  year.  There  was  no  confidence 
in  the  decisions  of  these  district  judges.  Some  of 
these  judges  had  been  in  office  above  forty  years, 
most  of  them  more  than  twenty,  and  had  become 
rusty  and  indolent. 

He  thought  there  was  no  occasion  to  pass  this 
bill  for  the  pur|>ose  of  relieving  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  because  the  judges  had  it  in  their 
power  to  relieve  themselves  whenever  the  burden 
lias  become  too  onerous  for  them.  He  looked  on 
the  bill  as  a  broad  step  towards  the  centralization 
of  all  judicial  power  in  this  city.  He  exculpated 
the  advocates  of  the  bill  from  any  such  design,  but 
.such  was  the  inevitable  tendency  of  the  measure. 
He  intended  to  move  to  amend  the  bill  by  substi- 
tuting the  bill  pending  before  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives; but  as  that  bill  wa» loo  long  to  be 
adopted  at  once,  he  would  desire  to  recommit  the 
bill  for  the  purpose  of  adopting  a  new  system.  He 
concluded  wilh  moving  the  amendment,  stating  that 
there  could  not  be  a  more  favorable  time  for  [ire- 
paring  a  system,  as  there  would  be  no  pressing 
business  before  the  tX|)iration  of  a  month  or  two, 
when  the  result  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico  might 
be  expected. 

Mr.  ALLEN  thought  that  the  Supreme  Court 
could  reduce  the  number  of  cases,  if  it  thought  fit, 
without  further  legi.slation.  And  the  only  reason 
he  could  discover  for  their  not  doing  so  was,  that 
they  desired  to  sec  cases  accumulate,  until  it  would 


become  necessary  to  dispense  with  their  attendance 
on  circuit  duties  altogether,  or  to  ajipoini  a  new 
tribunal  to  disfmse  of  tiie  central  business  at  Wash- 
ington. He  calonlated  thai  it  would  require,  at  the 
rale  at  which  business  was  done  at  the  late  term, 
about  326  days  to  get  through  the  unsettled  cases 
on  hand.  The  business,  therefore,  could  not  be 
completed  before  May,  1849.  He  designated  the 
business  of  the  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  as  very 
limited,  so  far  as  regards  personal,  physical  labor. 
It  is  by  the  agency  of  counsel  that  the  materials  for 
judgment  are  collected,  digested,  and  arranged, and 
laid  before  the  judge,  so  that  nothing  remains  but 
to  make  up  the  decision.  And  here  sit  nine  full- 
grown  men,  in  solemn  deliberation,  as  if  deciding 
matters  of  the  most  awful  importance.  Oh  !  wliat 
an  amount  of  humbug  there  is  in  the  world  !  These 
venerable  gentlemen  came  to  the  Cai>itol  at  eleven 
o'clock  every  morning,  except  on  Saturday,  when 
they  take  some  relief  from  their  labors;  and  he 
thought  it  not  becoming  in  this  Senate  to  extend 
the  time  for  them  to  sit  here  and  enjoy  the  dignity 
of  indolence.  He  thought  the  one-hour  rule  adopt- 
ed in  the  House  might  be  usefully  introduced  into 
the  Supreme  Court,  where  it  had  become  much 
more  tlie  practice  of  discussing  what  the  law  ought 
to  be  than  what  the  law  is.  He  believed  the  effect 
of  this  bill  would  be  the  destruction  of  the  court. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  made  a  reply  to  the  ob- 
jections which  had  been  made  to  the  bill,  which 
he  regarded  as  being  entirely  untenable.  He  dis- 
avGwed_  any  object  but  to  get  the  arrearages  of 
business  disposed  of. 

Mr.  BUTLER  defended  the  judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  fiom  the  aspersions  cast  upon  them 
by  the  Senator  from  Ohio.  He  said  it  was  easy  to 
array  a  triljunal  in  arisiocratical  costume,  and  then 
assail  it  for  popular  effect.  He  charged  any  fall- 
ing off  which  may  have  taken  place  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  court  to  the  piactice  of  selectins:  noisy 
politicians,  instead  of  able  lawyers,  for  seals  on 
the  bench.  And  it  ill  became  the  friends  of  this 
system  to  come  forward  now,  and  to  denounce 
those  whose  nominations  had  been  confirmed  by 
their  votes.  If  the  judges  were  negligent  of  their 
duty,  the  proper  course  was  by  impeachment,  and 
not  by  insinuation  to  condemn  them. 

Mr.  ALLEN  made  some  remarks,  in  reply  to  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina.  He  admitted  the 
evil  of  selecting  judges  from  among  political  parti-  ^ 
sans,  and  as.serted  thai,  where  the  people  had  exer- 
cised themselves  the  right  to  elect,  they  had  always 
chosen  much  more  able  men  than  the  President 
ever  had  selected,  or  ever  would  select.  All  that 
is  valuable  in  our  system  of  civil  law  had  been  de- 
rived, ori-rinally,  from  the  Roman  civil  law,  which 
was  laid  down  by  judges  annually  elected  by  the 
Roman  people.  The  wisdom  of  the  people  had  been 
evinced  in  the  election  of  our  Presidents.  During 
the  last  sixty  years,  we  have  had  more  wisdom, 
intelligence,  and  virtue,  in  our  Executive  chair, 
than  can  be  found  on  any  throne  in  Europe  for  the 
last  six  centuries. 

Mr.  FOOTE  referred  to  a  printed  argument  which 
had  been  laid  on  the  tables  of  Senators,  carefully, 
elaboratel)'  prepared,  to  show  the  necessity  of  pass- 
ing this  bill.  In  this  argument,  the  author  iias  taken 
the  ground  that  this  measure,  although  eo  noiimie 
a  temporary  measure,  ought  to  be  permanent,  be- 
cause the  interference  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  cir- 
cuit duties  is  unconstitutional.  He  read  an  extract 
from  the  work,  the  author  of  which  was  to  him 
unknown.  He  stated  that,  by  such  apprehensions 
as  this  extract  had  created  in  his  mind,  he  had  been 
induced  to  change  his  original  purpose  of  voting 
for  the  bill.  He  complimented  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  for  the  eloquence  with  which  he  had  expressed 
his  opposition  to  the  bill.  He  slated  the  manner 
in  which  the  system  of  electing  the  judges  by  the 
people  was  introduced  in  Mississippi,  and  the  ad- 
vantages which  have  resulted  from  it,  which  had 
been  so  evident  as  to  have  convinced  some  of  the 
most  able  of  those  who  at  first  opposed  it.  He 
believed  the  tribes  of  Israel,  who  constituted  a  pure 
democracy,  elected  their  judges.  He  vindicated 
this  mode,  and  expressed  his  warm  hope  that  the 
appointment  of  judges  for  life — that  last  relic  of 
aristociatical  anQ  monarchical  institulioiKs — would 
soon  be  expunp;ed  from  our  practice. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,   of  Maryland,   obtained    the 
floor,  and 
The  Senate  adjourned.* 

'A  lull  report  of  tin;  Otbate  this  (lav,  on  llie  9upr«uia 
Court  BUI,  will  bepubiisbeU  in  tlie  Api>ciidix. 
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30th  Congress,  1st  Session. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  ./Ipril  18,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterdiiy  was  read  an<]  approved. 

Mr.  HAMMONS  asked  leave  to  make  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions. 
Objected  to. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  moved  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  V\^hole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.     Lost. 

THE  CAPTURED  SLAVES. 

Mr.  GIDDlNGSrose,  and  asked  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  House  to  introduce  a  resolution. 
[Cries  of"  Read  it,  read  it,"  and  "Object!"] 

Mr.  MEADE  rose,  and  said  he  objected  to  the 
reading  of  the  resolution. 

[Several  voices:  "Oh!  let  it  be  read."] 

The  SPEAKER  directed  the  Clerk  to  abstain 
from  reading-  the  resolution  until  the  House  came 
to  order.  He  then  desired  gentlemen  to  take  their 
•seats;  and  order  having  been  restored,  he  said,  the 
Chair  understood  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Meade]  objected  to  the  reading  of  the  reso- 
lution. In  strictness,  the  reading  of  a  resolution 
for  information  might  be  objected  to;  but  it  had 
been  the  uniform  practice  of  the  House,  when  a 
genileman  asked  for  the  reading  of  a  resolution, 
to  allow  it  to  be  read  by  general  consent  for  infor- 
mation merely.  The  Chair  knew  no  instance  of  a 
refusal  when  the  general  consent  was  asked.  If, 
however,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  persisted  in 
his  objection,  the  resolution  would  not  be  read. 

Mr.  MEADE  said,  if  the  resolution  had  no  re- 
lation to  slavery,  he  had  no  objection  to  the  read- 
ing; but  he  should  object  if  it  had. 

A  conversation  ensued  between  several  members; 
and 

Mr.  MEADE  again  rose  and  said,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  some  of  his  friends  he  withdrew  his  ob- 
jection to  the  reading. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  resolution,  as  follows: 

Whereas  more  than  eiglity  men,  woirien,  and  children,  are 
said  to  be  now  confined  in  the  prison  of  the  District  of  (Jo- 
luiiibia  without  ijein^'  charged  with  crime,  or  of  any  impro- 
priety otiier  than  an  attempt  to  enjoy  that  liberty  for  which 
our  fathers  encountered  toll,  suffering,  and  death  itself,  and 
for  wliich  the  peo))le  of  many  European  governments  are 
now  strngarling: 

And  whereas  said  prison  was  erected,  and  is  now  sustained, 
by  funds  contributed  by  the  people  of  the  free  as  well  as  of 
the  slave  States,  and  is  under  tlie  control  of  the  laws  and 
officers  of  the  United  States  : 

And  whereas  such  practice  is  dero^'atory  to  on r  national 
character,  incompatibie  with  the  duty  of  a.  civilized  and 
Christian  people,  and  unworthy  of  being  sustained  by  an 
American  Congress:  Therefore,  . 

Be  it  resolved,  That  a  select  committee  of  five  members  of 
this  body  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  and  report  to  tiiis  House 
by  what  authority  said  prison  is  used  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
fining persons  who  have  attempted  to  escape  from  slavery, 
with  leave  to  report  what  legislation  is  proper  in  regard  to 
said  practice. 

Resolred,  further,  That  said  committee  be  authorized  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers. 

The  SPEAKER  then  stated  the  question  to  be 
on  granting  leave  to  introduce  the  resolution. 

[Several  voices  objected.] 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that  if 
the  resolution  was  considered,  he  would  move  to 
amend,  by  an  inquiry  whether  the  scoundrels  who 
caused  the  slaves  to  be  there  ought  not  to  be  hung. 
[Laughter.] 

The  objection  being  persisted  in,  the  resolution 
was  not  received. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  hoped  the  House  would 
allow  one  hour  to  be  devoted  to  the  reception  of 
reports  from  committees. 

Mr.  PiOCKWELL  concurred  in  that  wish,  and 
moved  to  postpone  the  special  order  for  one  hour — 
being  the  election  case. 

Tiie  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  then  stated  the  question  to  be 
on  the  motion  to  print,  an  extra  number  of  copies 
of  the  document  containing  the  Scott  and  Trist 
corres[)ondence,  on  which  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman]  was  entitled  to 
tlic  floor. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN,  to  facilitate  the  reception  of 
reports  from  committees,  said  he  was  willing  to 
postpone  this  auestion,  more  especially  as  other 
correspondence  had  been  called  for,  and  might  be 
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expected  in  the  course  of  a  week,  when  the  whole 
might  be  ordered  to  be  printed  together.  He  there- 
fore moved  to  postpone  this  fjul)ject  for  one  week. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  inquired  what  would  be 
the  condition  of  this  subject  in  the  event  of  the 
motion  being  agreed  to.  T(  hud  now  the  precedence 
when  reports  were  called  for  from  committees, 
being  itself  an  undisposed  of  question,  on  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Printing;  would  it  then, 
if  now  postponed  for  one  week,  have  precedence 
on  the  calendar  a  week  hence? 

The  SPEAKER  was  understood  to  answer  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  COBB  said,  in  that  event,  he  had  no  objec- 
tion to  the  motion. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  G.  S.  HOUSTON 
and  Mr.  HENLEY,  the  motion  to  postpone  was 
agreed  to. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  adverse  reports  on  the 
petitions  of  Wiltshire  Minor,  David  Cook,  Rich- 
ard S.  Schaffelin,  J.  P.  McElrath,  Joseph  Ingle, 
the  legal  representatives  of  William  H.  Freeman, 
and  Ebenezer  Hazard.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Baker,  and 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Oliver 
Lee.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  CROWELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  .Tames  H. 
Chezum,  Lewis  F.  Beeler  and  others,  and  Daniel 
G.  Garnsey.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DANIEL,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Barney,  Uni- 
ted States  agent.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  DANIEL  also  made  an  adverse  report  on 
the  petition  of  George  W.  Biscoe.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  LIGON,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eleanora  B.  Watkina,  widow 
of  Gassaway  Watkins.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  A.  Grier. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  DUNN,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Caleb  Bell, 
adrninislrator  of  Matthew  Bell.    Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HUNT.,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  to  authorize  the 
issue  of  a  register  to  the  brig  Palmetto,  reported 
the  same  back  to  the  House  without  amendment. 

The  bill  was  then  read  three  times,  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  THIBODEAUX,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  relating  to  the  collection  district 
of  Pearl  river,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi;  also,  a 
bill  to  establish  a  collection  district  in  the  State  of 
New  York;  which  bills  were  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
citizens  of  Ozark  county,  in  the  State  of  Missouri, 
to  enter  forty  acres  of  land  for  a  county  site  in  said 
county. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and, 
after  an  explanation  by  Mr.  PHELPS,  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed;  and,  being  engrossed, 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  PUTNAM,  from  the'  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  House  bill  to  remove  the  land 
office  from  Upper  Sandusky  to  Defiance,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House, 
with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass.  The 
bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bill  to  compensate  John  M.Moore, 
and  also  the  bill  of  the  House  to  promote  the  edu- 
cation of  the  indigent  deaf  and  dumb,  reported  the 
same  back  to  the  House,  with  an  amendment  to 
the  latter  bill;  which  bills  were  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  a  bill  to  remove  the  land  office 
from  Ncwnansville  to  Ocala,  in  the  State  of  Flori- 
da.    Read  and  committed. 
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Also,  from  the  same  comn)ittee,  to  which  was 
referi-ed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Shadrack  Gillet 
and  others,  moved  that  the  committee  be  discliarged 
from  the  same;  which  being  agreed  to — 

Mr.  DUNCAN  reported  a' bill  to  reserve  the 
islands  in  the  Detroit  Straits  from  entry,  survey, 
or  Srile.     Read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNCAN,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  was  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  the  13th. 
March  last,  relative  to  reviving  the  act  of  July  27, 
1842,allowingfiveyearsfor  issuingand  locatinglate 
war  bounty-land  warrants;  and  also  from  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  Fl.orida  relative  to  drain- 
ing the  everglades  of  South  Florida;  and  from  the 
petition  of  citizens  of  Wisconsin  relative  to  the 
preemption  law  of  1841;  and  they  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  also  made  adverse  reports  on 
the  petitions  of  the  Mayor,  &c.,  of  Burlington,. 
Iowa;  of  citizens  of  Lee  county,  Illinois;  and  of 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Florida.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  ROOT,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  Sen- 
ate bill  in  amendment  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
aiTiend  the  act  entitled  'An  act  to  reduce  the  rates  of 
postage,  to  limit  the  use  and  correct  the  abuse  of 
the  franking  privilege,  and  for  the  prevention  of 
fraud  on  the  revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment,' "  passed  March  3d,  1845,  repotted  the  same 
back  to  the  Plouse  with  surulry  amendments. 

The  amendments  v/ere  read;  and,  after  a  brief 
explanation  by  Mr.  ROOT,  were  concurred  in  by 
the  House;  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time, 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EMBREE,  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  P^oads  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
citizens  of  St.  Joseph  county,  Michigan,  relative 
to  the  increase  of  pay  of  postmaster  at  Mottville,  in 
said  county,  and  the  meimoria!  and  resolution,  of 
the  Legislature  of  Florida  relative  to  a  mail  route 
from  Cliattahoochie  to  Pensacola;  and  they  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ST.  JOHN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  an  adverse  re- 
port on  the  petition  of  Peters,  Moore,  &  Co.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  resolution  direct- 
ing the  Clerk  of  the  House  to  furnish  the  warden 
of  the  penitentiary  fifty  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
officers  of  said  penitentiary  made  at  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  to  be  distributed  according  to 
the  usage  of  the  managers  of  the  penitentiary. 

Mr.  C.  advocated  the  adoption  of  the  resolution, 
wHiich,  he  said,  would  put  the  warden  named  in 
the  resolution  in  possession  of  information  in  rela- 
tion to  the  management  of  other  prisons. 

Mr.  McKAY  opposed  the  resolution,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  set  a  bad  precedent. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  ad  vocated  the  resolution ;  which 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  McDOWELL,from  the  Cominittee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Jaines  Dixon.     Read  and  cominitted. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  for 
the  location  of  military  land  warrants;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time;  and,  after  a  brief  dis- 
cussion, in  which  Messrs.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkan- 
sas, COLLAMER,  and  PETTIT,  participated— 

Mr.  PETTIT  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  words  "persons  making  the  same,"  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "Government." 

Mr.  TURNER  suggested  an  amendment  to  the 
bill  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  register"  the  word 
"  receiver,"  so  as  to  include  the  receiver  as  well 
as  the  register. 

Mr.  SAWYER, also  suggested  an  amendment; 
but  before  any  question  was  taken — 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  to  commit  Ihe  bill  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole;  which,  after  some  further 
remarks  by  Messrs.  JOHNSON ,  of  Arkan.sas,  and 
LEFFLER,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE,  from  the  Committee  for 
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the  District  of  Columbia,  made  an  .adverse  report 
on  the  petition  of  citizens  of  tiie  city  of  Washing- 
ton for  the  incorporation  of  the  Builders'  Society. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  proceed- 
ings in  admiralty  and  for  other  purposes.  Read 
and  committed. 

JNIr.  INGERSOLL  made  a  report  to  accompany 
Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Bloss  and 
others. 

Mr.  I.  made  also  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Josiah  McCaskey.     Laid  on  the  table. 

The  hour  having  expired,  Mr.  EVANS,  of  Ma- 
ryland, moved  that  the  House  re.solve  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  special  order,  viz: 
the  three  several  bills  amendatory  of  the  act  to 
provide  an  additional  military  force,  and  for  other 
purposes.     Lost. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  postpone  the 
contested  election  case  for  one  hour.  Disagreed  to. 

THE  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  on  the  contested  election  from 
the  sixth  Congressional  district  of  New  York — 
Monroe  vs.  Jackson. 

Mr.  BOYDON  supported  the  contestant's  right 
to  tlie  seat  in  an  argument  of  an  hour's  length. 

Mv.  STARKWEATHER  sustained  the  claim 
of  the  sittina;  member. 

Mr.  DUER  followed  on  the  opposite  side. 

Mr.  GREEN,  of  Missouri,  obtained  the  floor, 
and  yielded  to  a  motion  to  adjoijrn;  which  being 
agreed  to. 

The  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 
The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  presented 
under  tlie  rule,  and  rofL'md: 

By  ^Ir.  KING,  oflVIassachuseits :  Tlie  memorial  of  Tliateh- 
er  Masoiin,  of  >I.(lford,  Massacliiisetts,  a;;ainst  tlie  ariniis- 
eion  of  tiintjer  m:inufactured  in  New  Brunswick  into  the  ports 
of  the  UnitiMl  Stales  tree  of  duty. 

By  :Mr.  MANN,  of  Massachusetts  :  The  petiti<m  »f  II. 
H.  Dnarborn  and  63  others,  of  J.  D.  Ciiurchill  and  60  others, 
oftfullivan  Whitney  and  63  others,  of  John  Shoreyand26 
others,  of  Henry  French  and  126  others,  and  of  A.  H.  Brad- 
ford and  111)  others,  severally  in  behalf  of  cheap  postage. 

By  Mr.  RICllEV:  The  petition  of  John  Moore  and  114 
othi^rs,  citizens  of  Muldn(;nin  and  Morgan  counties,  .State 
of  Ohio,  praying  for  the  estahlisliment  of  a  post  road  from 
Chandlersviile,  iji  iMnskingum  county,  to  Haskeiisville,  in 
Morgan  county,  Ohio. 

By  Mr.  HUBliAUD  :  The  petition  of  217  citizens  of  Mid- 
dlctown,  Connecticut,  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  investigate  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Colnmhia. 
Also,  the  petition  of  Obed  Ellis  and  others,  citizens  of  Con- 
necticut, for  the  erection  of  a  breakwater  on  the  northwest- 
ern point  of  the  Island  of  Nantucket. 

By  Mr.  TUCK :  The  petition  of  Hannah  W.  Gibbons  and 
S."?  others,  citizens  of  Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing Congress  to  abolish  slavery  in  tl)e  District  of  Columbia, 
and  to  prohibit  the  same  in  the  Territories  of  the  United 
Slates. 

By  Mr.  H.AMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  petition  of  cit- 
izens of  PilL'burg  and  virimty,  for  an  apprnpriation  to  repair 
the  late  breach  in  the  dam  at  tin-  lirailor  <  ■lunberland  Island, 
across  a  portion  of  the  Olijo  river.  ,\lso,  the  memorial  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  Pitlsbursr,  on  the  subject 
of  steamboat  explosions. 

By  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York:  The  petition  of  66  Citi- 
zens of  tlje  town  of  Rush,  New  Vork,  jisking  that  the  Gen- 
eral Government  shall  no  longer  traffic  in  the  (luhlic  lands 
yet  in  its  possession,  and  that  they  shall  be  laid  out  into  farms 
and  lots  for  the  free  use  of  such  citizens  (not  possessed  of 
other  land)  as  will  occupy  them. 

By  Mr.  BAYLY  :  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  the 
counties  of  Aecomae  and  Northampton,  Virginia,  praying 
tortile  erection  of  lighthouses  on  Sand  Slioal'island. 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Iowa:  The  petition  of  Elisha 
Ilamptcin  and  sundry  other  citizens  of  Iowa,  praying  the 
passage  of  an  act  granting  them,  and  ;dl  other  persons  simi- 
larly entitled  to  it,  the  relief  reeonnnended  liy  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  in  a  letter  transmitting  a  copy  of  the 
report  of  the  Conimissiorier  of  the  General  Land  Office 
oml  also  thi!  report  of  the  register  and  receiver  of  the  land 
office  ni  F:iirliidd,  in  the  Territory  of  Iowa,  which  letter  is 
marked  l)<.r,uw;a  No.  200,  1st  session  aUth  Congress,  or 
*  n    m")  7''"''  "^  ""'  '-'rcumstances  may  require. 

Hy  Mr.  CLARK,  of  Maine  :  The  petition  of  William  Gott, 
lor  a  peuiuou.  ' 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  ^]pril  18,  1848. 

Mr.  FOOTE  rro-senlcd  documents  in  support  of 
the  claim  of  Joneph  M'Afee;  wliicli  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  from  ship-owners 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  asking  an  amendment  to 
the  House  bill  to  provide  for  the  ventilation  of  pa.s- 
senger  vessels;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit-  ' 
tee  on  Commerce.  ' 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD- presented  a  petition  from  I 


George  F.  Raub,  asking  Government  to  purchase 
the  patefTt  right  of  Raub's  safety  valve  for  steam 
engines;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Aflairs. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  James  Lowry  Donaldson,  an  officer  of 
the  United  States  army,  asking  indemnity  for 
losses  sustained  in  consequence  of  having  been 
robbed  of  public  money;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for 
transcribing  certain  State  papers  of  the  late  Repub- 
lic of  Texas;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, reported  House  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  supportof  the  Military  Acadeiny  for  theyear 
ending  30th  June,  1849,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  MILLER,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  J. 
Melville  Gilliss  and  otlicrs,  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  MILLER,  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  increase  of  the  medical  corps 
of  the  navy;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

[The  bill  provides  for  the  addition  of  five  full 
and  five  assistant  surgeons.] 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  bona  fide 
settlers  under  the  act  for  the  armed  occupation  and 
settlement  of  a  part  of  the  Territory  of  Florida, 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  Q,f  John  Mcintosh; 
which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  MASON,  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.  H.  Cole;  which 
was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  final  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  Thomas  C.  Shelden, 
late  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Kalamazoo, 
Michigan;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  FELCH,  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  Abraham  Edwards;  which  was  read  a 
first  time. 

Mr.  RUSK,  from  the  ComiTiittee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Midshipman 
Robert  C.  Rogers;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  extending  the  privileges  to  Ameri- 
can vessels  engaged  in  a  certain  mentioned  trade, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

[This  bill  allows  the  steam  packets  between  New 
York  and  New  Orleans  to  stop  at  Havana  and  take 
in  passengers,  mails,  &c.,  provided  that  no  mer- 
chandise be  landed  or  taken  in.] 

The  bill  having  been  read  a  first  time — 

Mr.  D. asked  itsimniediateconsideration;andthe 
bill  was  considered  as'in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  on  the  question  of  engrossment — 

Mr.  HALE  asked  that..it  might  be  delayed  until 
to-morrow,  to  which  Mr.  Dix  assented. 

Mr.  CASS,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  settle- 
ment of  California  claims,  with  an  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NILES, 

iiesoii'crf,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  a  coin- 
age of  the  denomination  and  value  of  one-fourth  of  a  dime, 
or  two-and-a-half  cents,  with  an  alloy  of  copper  or  otiier 
metal,  and  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  coinage  of  cents. 

On  motion  of  Mr  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  it 
was  ordered  that  two  thousand  extra  copies  of  the 
message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  reply  to  the  res- 
olution submitted  by  hiin  in  December  last,  rela- 
ting to  the  losses  sustained  by  the  United  States 
troops  in  Mexico,  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  the  previous  orders 
wera  postponed,  and  the  Senate  took  up  for  con- 
sideration a  bill  |)lacing  the  officer  who  performed 
the  duty  of  adjutant  at  the  Military  Academy  on 
an  equality  as  to  pay  and  allowances  with  adju- 
tants of  regiments;  which  was  read  a  second  and 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Nancy  Hag- 
gard being  taken  up  for  concurrence — 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  on  the  ground  that  the 
committee  had  refusp,d  to  allow  interest  on  money 
due  for  commutation  pay,  which  had  been  gratitcd 
in  many  other  instances,  moved  to  reverse  the  de- 
cision of  the  committee. 


Mr.  UPHAM  opposed  the  motion,  because  it 
had  been  the  settled  practice  of  the  committee  for 
the  last  six  years  to  disallow  these  claims  for  in- 
terest. 

The  question  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Underwood 
was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  MANGUM  called  for  the  special  order. 

SUPREME  COURT. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act  concern- 
ing the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;"  the 
question  being  on  its  passage. 

The  bill  was  advocated  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of 
Maryland,  who  warmly  defended  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice against  the  attacks  which  might  have  been 
made  against  him. 

Mr.  ALLEN  made  some  remarks  in  reply. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  rose  to  read  an  extract  fl-om  a 
letter  he  had  received  from  the  Chief  Justice,  in 
which  the  Judge  expressed  his  belief  that  the  relief 
was  necessary,  and  his  hope  that  the  bill  before 
the  Senate  would  pass. 

Mr.  ALLEN  brieflyrejoined,  closing  with  a  sug- 
gestion that  the  moment  the  Supreme  Court  cuts 
off  its  judicial  intercourse  with  the  States,  public 
opinion  will  begin  to  demand  a  judicial  reform. 

Mr.  BUTLER  gave  it  as  his  decided  opinion, 
that  the  Judges  had  no  de.sire  to  relax  their  circuit 
duties.  Those  duties  would  not  be  neglected. 
There  was  no  complaint  that  they  had  been  neglect- 
ed. The  great  object  in  view  was,  to  work  off  the 
appeal  docket,  which  had  so  greatly  accumulated. 
He  explained,  that  in  his  reference  to  politicians 
who  had  been  appointed  judges,  he  had  merely  in- 
tended to  apply  the  phrase  to  those  judges  who 
had  been  pronounced  by  the  chairman  of  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  as  indolent,  neglectful,  or  incom- 
petent, in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

Mr.  BADGER  said,  Uiat  his  opposition  to  this 
bill  did  not  arise  out  of  any  hostility  to  the  court. 
He  was  a  friend  to  the  court;  and  he  was  anxious 
that  it  should  retain  its  high  position  in  the  public 
respectand  confidence,  which  it  would  be  in  danger 
of  losing  if  it  were  to  be  cut  loose  from  its  circuit 
duties.  He  believed  the  natural,  certain  tendency 
of  this  bill  would  be,  to  destroy  the  moral  influence 
and  the  intellectual  ability  of  this  tribunal.  He 
argued  that  the  evil  which  had  been  said  to  exist 
could  not  be  remedied  by  special  legislation;  and 
that  the  court,  under  the  existing  law,  possessed 
the  authority  to  dispense  with  one  of  their  circuits, 
and  of  course  had  the  power  they  now  asked  for 
without  any  act  of  special  legislation.  If  they  had 
applied  the  time  which  they  might  have  applied 
to  the  disposition  of  these  appeal  cases,  instead  of 
a  hundred  and  sixty-three,  not  forty,  nor  thirty, 
would  have  remained  on  the  docket. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  defended  himself  from  the  charge 
of  having  made  any  assault  on  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  He  re-stated  his  views  delivered 
yesterday  as  the  grounds  on  which  he  opposed  the 
bill.  On'consultaUon  with  his  friends,  he  had  been 
led  to  believe  that  the  substitute  he  had  proposed 
to  offer  was  too  extensive  to  be  adopted  without 
some  reflection.  He  would  therefore  withdraw  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  then  took  the  floor  in  re- 
ply to  objections,  and  in  defence  of  the  bill.  He 
expressed  astonishment  that  the  bill  should  have 
caused  so  much  alarm  among  even  wise  men.  He 
said  that  certainly  the  judges  might  have  suspend- 
ed their  circuit  duties,  but  they  could  not  reconcile 
it  to  their  sense  of  duty.  Some  of  the  judges,  too, 
who  had  been  exhausted  too  much  to  go  on  with 
labor,  objected;  while  others  had  circuit  duties  too. 
important  to  be  neglected.  These  reasons  had 
prevented  the  court  from  dispensing  with  their 
circuit  duties.  The  object  of  the  bill  was  to  api^ly 
a  remedy  to  a  practical  evil.  The  measure  is  in- 
tended to  continue' but  for  one  year.  He  was 
astonished  at  the  opposition  to  the  bill,  which  he 
attributed  to  a  timidity  as  to  the  consequences 
which  may  result,  which  had  no  foundation  in 
reason — consequences  which  every  one  had  dis- 
avowed, and  which  he  would  at  nil  times  be  pre- 
pared, as  far  as  his  individual  weight  could  go,  to 
resist. 

[The  debate  will  appear  at  length  in  the  Appen- 
dix.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  was  determined  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Berrien,  Brcesc,  Butler, Crittenden, 
Davis  of  Maiisachiuctts,  Greene,  Hnnnogan,  Hunter,  John- 
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son  of  Maryland,  Mangum,  Mason,  Miller,  Phelps,  Kusk, 
Underwood,  and  Uphatn — 17. 

NAYS— Me-:srs.  Allen,  Ashley,  Atherton,  Badger,  Baghy, 
Benton,  Bright,  Calhoun,  Cameron,  Cass,  Corvvin,  Davfs  ol' 
Mississippi,  Dix,  Felch,  Foote,  Hali:,  Houston,  Johnson  of 
Georgia,  Lewis,  Moore,  Niles,  Spruance,and  Turney — 23. 

Mr.  Badger  then  gave  notice  that  he  should 
move  to  go  into  Executive  business  to-morrow  at 
one  o'clock,  on  a  matter  that  was  of  some  import- 
ance. 

On  motion  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  ^pril  19,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  BOCOCK  rose  to  a  privileged  question,  and 
moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  of 
the  Senate  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  re- 
duce the  rates  of  postage,  to  limit  the  use  and  cor- 
rect the  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege,  and  for  the 
prevention  of  fraud  on  the  revenues  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,"  passed  March  3d,  1845,  was 
passed  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not,  in  making  this  motion, 
wish  to  interfere  with  any  gentleman's  possession 
of  the  floor.  He  understood  that  a  motion  to  re- 
consider must  be  made  on  the  day,  or  the  day  after 
the  measure  to  be  reconsidered  was  decided:  if  his 
motion  of  reconsideration  could  be  kept  alive,  he 
was  willing  to  yield  the  floor  to  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Green.]  He  felt  bound  to 
make  a  speech  at  some  time  in  support  of  his  mo- 
tion, and  he  would  do  so  now  or  at  another  time, 
as  the  House  should  prefer. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  the  bill  to  which  the 
gentleman's  motion  referred  had  gone  to  the  Senate: 
if  it  was  to  be  reconsidered,  the  first  motion  must 
be  that  the  Senate  be  requested  to  send  back  the 
bill. 

The  CHAIR  stating  that  the  motion  could  be 
entered  now  and  acted  on  liereafter— 

Mr.  BOCOCK  did  not  press  his  motion;  and  it 
was  entered  on  the  Journal  accordingly. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  COBB  made  a  question  of  order,  stating  that 
a  question  of  privilege  (such  as  the  right  of  a  mem- 
ber to  his  seat)  took  precedence  of  a  merely  priv- 
ileged question,  (like  that  of  reconsideration;)  and 
the  CHAIR  assenting,  ordered  that  the  question  of 
the  contested  election  be  resumed. 

Mr.  JENKINS  then  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lutions appended  to  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  by  striking  out  all  thereof  and  insert- 
ing— 

Resolved,  That  David  S.  Jackson  is  entitled  to  his  seat  upon 
this  floor. 

Resolved,  That  James  Monroe  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat 
upon  ibis  floor.  •  , 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana,  intimated  his 
intention  to  demand  the  previous  question;  but 
yielded  to 

Mr.  BURT,  who  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  all  after  the  words  "  Resolved, 
that,"  and  inserting — 

"It  does  not  satisfactorily  appear'thut  either  David  S. 
Jackson  or  James  Monroe  has  been  duly  elected  a  Repre- 
sentative in  tJic  thirtieth  Congress  of  the  United  Slates  from 
the  sixth  Congressional  district  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  that  a  vacancy  exists  in  that  Congressional  district." 

Mr.  GREEN  then  addressed  the  House  in  sup-. 
port  of  the  right  of  the  sitting  member  to  the  seat. 

Mr.  CONGER  followed,  and  sustained  the  claim 
of  the  contestant.- 

Mr.  JENKINS  advocated  the  right  of  the  sitting 
member. 

Mr.  MONROE,  the  contestant,  rose  and  said  he 
should  not,  laboring  as  he  was  under  indisposition 
from  a  severe  cold,  avail  himself  of  the  privilege 
which  had  been  extended  to  him  by  resolution  of 
the  House.  Nor  did  ht  consider  it  necessary  to 
detain  the  House  after  the  case  had  been  so  fully 
argued.  He  had  come  here,  and  had  been  kept 
here  four  months  and  a  half,  for  no  other  object 
than  to  answer  the  requirements  of  his  district — 
with  a  view  to  purify  their  elections  for  the  future, 
and  not  to  take  even  the  l)enefits  of  the  past.  He 
was  willing  to  submit  tiie  case  to  the  uecision  of 
tlie  House  on  the  facts  which  had  been  presented, 
declaring  that  he  would  not  liave  been  here  con- 
testing the  scat  if  he  iiad  not  solemnly  believed 
that  it  was  demanded  Ijy  a  due  regard  to  the  rights 
of  his  constituents. 

He  would  only  further  remark,  that  if  the  elec- 
tion wfts  Bent  back  to  the  people,  there  was  no  law 


in  the  State  of  New  York  authorizing  an  election 
until  the  next  general  election. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  The  Governor  can 
authorize  a  special  election. 

Mr.  MONROE.  There  is  no  such  law.  I  speak 
advisedly  on  the  subject.  ThereTiever  has  been 
a  law  under  the  new  constitution  which  authorizes 
the  Governor  to  appoint  a  special  election.  But 
whether  the  sixth  Congressional  district  was  rep- 
resented or  not,-  he  said — whether  it  was  repre- 
sented by  David  S.  Jackson  or  James  Monroe — 
did  not  alter  the  great  question  involved.  It  was  a 
high  moral  question — one  in  which  their  whole 
population  were  deeply  interested — that  they  should 
purify  their  elections.  He  was  not  a  contestant  as 
a  Whig  or  a  Democrat,  but  to  show  that  gross 
frauds  had  been  perpetrated  on  the  people  of  tlip 
sixth  Congressional  district  of  New  York.  With- 
out saying  more,  he  would  submit  the  case  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  JACKSON,  the  sitting  member,  was  under- 
stood to  say  that  he  would  not  encroach  upon  the 
time  of  the  House;  he  was  willing  that  the  case 
should  go  to  their  decision  upon  the  evidence  which 
had  been  presented.  He  then  proceeded  briefly 
to  review  certain  points  of  the  evidence,  and  to 
argue  that  the  contestant  had  failed  to  make  out 
his  case,  but  that  the  testimony  clearly  confirmed 
his  (Mr.  J.'s)  right  to  the  seat  which  he  now  oc- 
cupied. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana,  said  he  had  in- 
tended to  notice  one  or  two  points  that  had  been 
made  against  his  report,  but  he  would  forbear;  and 
after  allowing  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Woodward]  to  offer  an  amendment,  would 
move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WOODWARD,  after  a  few  remarks,  moved 
the  following  as  a  substitute  for  the  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  evidence  before  the  House  is  not  suf- 
ficient to  satisfy  it  whether  David  S.  Jackson  or  James 
Monroe  he  duly  elected  a  representative  in  the  thirtieth 
Congress  from  the  State  of  New  York,  and  that,  to  admit 
either  to  a  seat  might  he  in  derogation  of  tlie  rights  of  the 
other  and  of  the  people  he  claims  to  represent. 

Resolved,  therefore.  That  the  seat  claimed  by  the  parties 
is  hereby  d(;clared  to  be  vacant,  and  that  a  new  election  be 
ordered. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  SPEAKER  stated,  thatifthepreviousques- 
tion  was  seconded,  it  would  cutoff  the  amendment 
just  moved  by  Mr.  Woodward. 

Mr.  COLLINS  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn.     Lost. 

The  question  was  put  on  ordering  a  call  of  the 
House.     Disagreed  to. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and 
the  main  question  was  osdered  to  be  now  put,  viz: 
on  agreeing  to  the  substitute  moved  by  Mr.  Burt, 
and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  13,  nays 
160. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table.     Disagreed  to. 

The  question  was  tlfen  put  on  the  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  Jenkins,  and  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atkinson,  Bayly,  Beale,  Bedinger,  Bing- 
ham, Birdsall,  Bocock,  Bowdon,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Bridges, 
Brodhead,  William  G  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Albert  G. 
Brown,  Cathcart,  Chase,  Franklin  Clark,  Jieverley  L.  Clark, 
Howell  CobI),  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Collins,  Cummins, 
Daniel,  Dickinson,  Faran,  Fealherston,  Fickliii,  French, 
Green,  Willard  P.  Hall,  Hammons,  Haralson,  Harris,  Henley, 
Hill,  George  S.  Houston,  Inge,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Iverson, 
Jameson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones, 
Kaufiiian,  Kennon,  La  Sere,  Sidney  Lawrence,  Ligon, 
Lord,  LnmpUin,  Maelay,  McClelland,  McClernand,  Mc- 
Dowell, McKay.  McLane,  Job  Mann,  Meade,  Miller,  Morris, 
Morse,  Murphy,  Peaslee,  Feck,Petrie,Pettit,  Peyton,  Phelps, 
Richardson,  Richey,  Robinson,  Rockhill,  Sawyer,  Simpson, 
Sims,  Smart,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  Slarkweather,  Charles 
v..  Siuiirt,  Strong,  Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson,  Robert  A. 
Th(nn|)son,  William  Thompson,  Thurston, Turner,  V enable, 
Wentworth,  Wick,  Wiley,  and  Williams— 93. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Aslnnun,  Barringer, 
Barrow,  Bclrher,  Blanchard,  Botis,  Boydon,  Bradyj  IJurt, 
Cabell,  Canhy,  Chapman,  Cllnginan,  Cocke,  Collamer,  Cun- 
gc^r,  Cranstoii,  (.'risfield,  Crowell,  Crozier,  Dickey,  Dixon, 
JJonnell,  Duer,  Daniel  Duncan,  Garnett  Duncan,  Dunn, 
I'kkcrt,  E(lwards,Embree,  Alexander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans, 
Farrelly,  Flournnv,  Frei'dlev,  Fulton,  Gaines,  Gayle,  Gen- 
try, GiddioL's,  Goti,  Gregory,  Grin  nell.  Hale,  NaUian  K.  Hall, 
James  G.  Hampton,  Moses  Hampton,  Henry,  Hilliard,  Isaac 
i:.  Holmes,  EMas  B.  Holmes,  Hubbard,  Hinlsim,  Hunt,  Jos. 
It.  Ingersoll,  John  W.  Jones,  Kellogg,  Thomas  IJntler  King, 
Diiniel  P.  Kin:.',  William  T.  Lawrence,  Linccdn,  Mcllvairu-, 
Hor.aee  Mann,  Marsh,  Marvin,  Morehead,  Nelson,  Newall, 
PallVey,  PiHidlilon,  Preston,  Putnam,  Julius  Rockwell,  John 
A.  Itockwi  II,  Roman,  Root,  Rnmscy,  St.  John,  Schenck, 
Shiipprrd,  Sherrill,  Silvester,  Slingerland,  Caleb  B.  Sjnilh, 
Truman  Smith,  Andrew  Stewart,  9trohni,  Tallwadge,  Tay- 


lor, Thihodeaux,  R.  W.  Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson, 
TompMns,  Toombs,  Tuck,ViiUon,  Warren,  White,  Wilson, 
and  Woodward— 103. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  resolutions 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  Elections.  It  was 
divided  and  first  put  upon  the  first  resolution,  viz: 

Resolved,  That  David  S.  Jackso.n  is  not  entitled  to  his 
seat  in  this  House  as  a  Representative  from  the  sixth  Con- 
gressional dijtrict  of  tlie  State  of  New  York. 

It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Ashmnn. Barringer,  Bar- 
row, Belcher,  Blanchard, Bolts,  Boydon.  Brady,  Burt,  Cabell, 
Canby,  Chapman,  Clingman,  Cocke,'  Collamer,  Conaer, 
Cranston,  Crisfield,  Crowell,  Crozier,  Dickey,  Dixon,  Don- 
neil,  Duer,  Daniel  Duncan,  Garnett  Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckert, 
Edwards,  Etnbree,  Alexander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans.  Far- 
relly, Flournoy,  Frecdiey,  Fulton,  Gaines,  Gayle,  Gentry, 
Giddings,  Gott,  Gregory,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall, 
James  G.  H.impton,  Moses  Hampton,  Henry,  Hilliard,  Isaac 
E.  Holmes,  Ellas  B.  Holmes,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Jos. 
R.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  John  W.  Jones,  Kellogg,  Thomas  Butler 
King,  Daniel  P.  King,  William  T.  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Mcll- 
vaine,  Horace  Mann,  Marsh,  Marvin,  Morehead,  Nelson, 
Newall,  Palfrey,  Pendleton,  Preston,  Putnam,  Julnis  Rock- 
well, John  A.  Rockwell,  Roman,  Root,  Rinnsey,  St.  John, 
Schenck,  Shepperd,  Sherrill,  Silvester,  Slingerland,  Caleb 
B.  Smith,  Truman  Smitli,  Andrew  Stewart,  Strohm,  Tall- 
madge,  Taylor,  Thihodeaux,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  John 
B.  Thompson,  Tompkins,  Toombs,  Tuck,  Vinton,  Warren, 
White,  Wilson,  and  Woodward — 103. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atkin*!on,  liayly,  Beale,  Bedinger,  Bing- 
ham, Birdsall,  Bocock,  Bowdon,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Bridges, 
lirodhead,  William  G'.  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Albert  G. 
Brown,  Cathcart,  Chase,  Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clark, 
Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Collins,  Cummins, 
Daniel,  Dickinson,  Faran,  Featlier^ton,  Ficklin,  French, 
Green,  Willard  P.  Hall,  Hammons,  Haralson,  Harris,  Hen- 
ley, Hill,  George  S.  Houston,  Jnge,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll, 
Iverson,  Jameson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W. 
Jones,  Kaurman,  Kennon,  La  S6re,  Sidney  Lawrence, 
Ligon,  Lord,  Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McClernand, 
McDowell,  McKay,  McLane,  Job  Mann,  Meade,  Miller, 
Morris,  Morse,  Murphy,  Pcaslee,  Peck,  Petrie,  Pettit,  t^ey- 
ton,  Phelps,  Richardson,  Richey,  Robinson,  Rockhill,  Saw- 
yer, Simpson,  Sims,  Snnrrt,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  Stark- 
weather, Charles  E.  Stuart.  Sfong,  Thomas.  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, Robert  A.  Thompson,  William  Thompson,  Thurston, 
Turner,  Venable,  Wentworth,  Wick,  Wiley,  and  Wil- 
liams— 93. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  second  reso- 
lution reported  by  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
viz: 

Resolved,  That  James  Monroe  is  entitled  to  the  seat  now 
occupied  in  this  House  by  David  S.  Jackson  as  a  Repre- 
sentative from  the  sixth  Congressional  district  of  the  State 
of  New  York. 

And  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows; 
YEAS — Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Ashmun,  Barringer,  Bar- 
row, Belcher,  Blanchard,  Botts,  Boydon,  Brady,  Cabell,  Can- 
by,  Chapnian,Cliiigman,  Cocke,  Collamer,  Conger,  Cranston, 
Crisfield,  Crowell,  Crosier,  Dickey,  Dixon,  Donnell,  Duer, 
Daniel  Duncan,  Garnett  Duncan,  Eckert,  Edwards,  Nathan 
Evans,  Farrelly,  Flournoy,  Fretnlley,  Gaines,  Gentry,  Gid- 
dings, Gott,  Gregory,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  J.  G. 
Hampton,  Moses  Hampton,  Henry,  E.  B.Holmes,  Hubbard, 
Hudson,  Hunt,  Jos(^pli  R.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Kellogi,  Thomas 
]?.  King,  Daniel  P.  King,  William  T.  Lawrence,  Mcllvaine, 
Horace  Mann,  Marsh,  Marvin,  Morehead,  Nelson,  Newall, 
Palfrey,  Pendleton,  Preston,  Putnam,  Julius  Rockwell,  John 
A.  Rockwell,  Roman,  Root,  Rumsey,  St.  John,  Schenck, 
Shepperd,  Sherrill,  Silvester,  Slingerland,  Caleb  B.  Smith, 
Truman  Smith,  Andrew  Stewart,  Strohm,  Tallmadge,  Tay- 
lor, Thihodeaux,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson, 
Tompkins,  Tuck,Vinton,  Warren,  White,  and  Wilson— 91. 
■  NAYS— Messrs.  Atkinson,  Bayly,  Be.-ile,  Bedinger,  Bing- 
ham, Bird-all,  Bocock,  Bowdon,  Howlin,  Boyd,  Bridges, 
Brodhcad,  Wm.G.  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  AlliertG.  BroCvn, 
Burt,  Cathcart,  Chase,  Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clark, 
Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Collins,  Cummins, 
Daniel,  Dickinson,  Dunn,  Endiree,  Alexander  Evans,  Faran, 
Fcatherston,  Ficklin,  French,  Gayle,  Green,  Willard  P.  Hall, 
Mannnons,  Haralson,  Harmanson,  Harris,  Henley.  Hill,  Isaac 
E.  Holmes,  George  S.  Houston,  Inge,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll, 
Iverson,  Jameson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W. 
Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennon,  La  S6re,  S.  Lawrence,  Ligon, 
Lincoln,  Lord,  Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McCUIUind,  McClernand, 
McDowell,  McKay,  McLane,  Job  Miinn,  Meade,  Miller, 
Morris,  Morse,  Murphy,  Peaslee,  Peck,  Peirie,  Pettit, Peyton, 
Phelps,  Richardson,  Richey,  Robinson,  Rockhill,  Sawyer, 
Simpson,  Sims,  Smart,  R.  Smith,  Stanton,  Starkweather, 
Charles  E.  Stuart,  Strong,  Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson, 
Robert  A.  Thompson,  Wni.  Thompson,  Thursinn,  Toombs, 
Turner,  Venable,  Wentworth,  Wick,  Wiley,  Williams,  and 
Woodward— 104. 

Mr.  BURT  inquired  of  the  Speaker  if,  under  the 
recent  decisions  of  the  House,  he  should  not  con- 
sider it  his  duty  to  inform  the  proper  authority  of 
the  State  of  New  York  that  a  vacancy  existed  in 
the  representation  from  that  State  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  United  States  for  the  thir- 
tieth Congress .' 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  he  should  do  so  after 
the  time  had  elapsed  in  which  a  motion  for  the 
reconsideration  of  the  votes  last  taken  could  be 
moved. 

And,  thereupon,  Mr.  COBB  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  second  resolution  reporte4 
by  the  Committee  of  Elections  was  rejected. 
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Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  table;  which  was 
agreed  in. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  then  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  first  resolution  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Eieftioiis  Imil  been  adopted. 

Mr.  WENT  WORTH  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
to  reconsider  on  the  table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

Tilt!  followiiis  memorials  and  pclilioiis  were  presented 
uiidtr  tlie  rule,  and  rel'errtd: 

Uy  Mr.  GREGORY:  The  inPiiiorial  of  57  citizens  of  North 
Beri-'t-n,  ill  the  !>tiit>?  of  \e\v  Jen^cy,  for  the  piircliase  by  Con- 
-gress  of  iMotint  Vernon. 

.\lso,  (;f:i5  citizens  of  Jersey  City  and  Horsinins,  in  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  for  tlie  purcliase  by  Congress  of  Mount 
Vernon. 

Also,  of  81  citizens  /)f  Jersey  City,  in  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  for  the  purchase  by  Congress  of  Mount  Vernon. 

Also,  of  36  cilizens  of  tile  city  of  Baltimore,  in  tlie  State 
of  Maryland,  for  the  purchase  of  Mount  Vernon. 


[Reports  from  lite  Committee  of  Elections.] 
Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON,  from  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  made  the  following  report: 
The  Committee  of  Election.s,   to  whoin  was  re- 
ferred  the  memorial   of  James    Monroe,  con- 
testing the  election  of  David  S.  Jackson,  as  a 
Representative  in  Congress  from  the  sixth  Con- 
gressional district  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
submit  the  following  report: 
The  following  facts  are  admitted  by  the  parties 
in  this  case,  to  wit: 

First.  That  the  sixth  Congressional  district  of 
the  State  of  New  York  is  composed  of  the  follow- 
ing wards  in  the  city  of  New  York,  divided,  re- 
spectively, into  election  districts,  to  wit: 

The  eleventh  ward  divided  into  six  districts. 
The  twelfth  ward  divided  into  two  districts. 
The  fifteenth  ward  divided  into  four  districts. 
The  sixteenth  ward  divided  into  five  districts. 
The  seventeenth  ward  divided  into  five  districts. 
The  eighteenth  ward  divided  into  three  districts. 
Secoiid.  That  an  election  for  Repi'esentative   in 
Congress  for  said  district  was  held  on  the  3d  day 
of  November,  184G,  at  which  the  sitting  member, 
David  S.  Jaclvson,and  the  contestant,  James  Mon- 
roe, were  opposing  candidates. 

Third.  Tiiat  at  said  election,  and  from  the  re- 
turns of  the  several  election  districts  of  the  several 
■wards,  David  S.  Jackson  received  a  majority  of 
votes  over  James  Monroe,  of  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three. 

Fourth.  That  the  number  of  votes  i-eturned  from 
the  third  election  district  of  the  eighteenth  ward, 
■was  as  follows:  For  the  sitting  member,/oit)-  hun- 
dred and  sixteen,  and  for  the  contestant,  one  hun- 
dred and  eii^hty-one. 

Fifth.  That  the  sitting  member  was,  at  the  time 
of  such  election,  President  of  the  Board  of  Aider- 
men  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  thai  the  officers 
and  keepers  of  the  alinshouse  and  city  ])rison  are 
appointed  by  the  authorities  of  said  city. 

Sixth.  That  David  S.  Jackson  was,  at  such  elec- 
tion, the  regular  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  James  Monroe  the  regular  candidate  of  the 
Whig  party. 

Sei'enth.  That  Norman  B.  Smith  was  also  a  can- 
didate of  the  same  party  that  noininated  David  S. 
Jackson,  for  a  seat  in  the  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  was  also  an  otlicer  in  the  alms- 
house of  the  city. 

Eighlh.  That  Moses  S.  Jackson,  n  brother  of 
the  silting  nnember,  was,  at  the  time  of  such  elec- 
tion, an  assistant  alderman  of  the  said  eighteenth 
ward. 

These  are  the  material  admissions  of  the  parties, 
which  become  important  in  a  subsequent  part  of 
this  case.     In  addition,  the  contestant  alleges: 

First.  That  one  hundred  and  sixly-thrte  paupers, 
and  upwards,  from  the  alntshotise  and  hospital,  in 
the  eighteenth  ward  in  the  city  of  New  York,  voted 
at  the  third  election  district  of  .said  eiglUeeiUh  ward 
for  the  sitting  member,  which  paupers  had  not 
been  admitted  to  said  ahiisliouse  from  the  said 
third  district  of  said  eighteenth  ward. 

'i'his  is  denied  by  tlie  sitting  member,  who  al- 
leges that  he  is  informed  and  believes,  that  about 
one  hundred  electors,  then  "  residing  and  linving 
their  actual  residence"  in  iiaid  third  tlistrictof  the 
eightcQiith  ward,  did  vote  at  said  election  in  said 
district  and  ward;  but  that  he  does  not  know  for 
whotn  they  voted.     He  ha.s  been  inforrned  and 


believes,  tiiat  a  portion  of  them  did  vote  for  him- 
self, and  a  portion  for  the  contestant.  He  does  not 
know  the  ward  or  district  frotn  which  they  were 
admitted  to  the  almshouse,  but  believes  that  they 
resided  in  said  district  and  ward  before  they  be- 
came inmates  of  the  almshouse,  and  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  voting  tliere. 
The  contestant  also  alleges  : 
Second.  That  nine  persons  who  were  paupers 
in  said  alinshouse  on  and  previous  to  said  election, 
voted  in  the  second  election  district  of  the  tivelfth 
ward  for  the  silting  member;  and  that  none  of  said 
paupers  resided  in  said  district  before  they  were 
admitted  to  said  almshouse. 

This  is  also  denied  by  the  sitting  member,  who 
alleges  that  some  persons,  originally  from  the  said 
almshouse,  and  who  had  gone  thence  in  the  spring 
of  the  year  1846,  to  a  farm  on  Randall's  Island,  in 
said  second  district  of  said  twelfth  ward,  where 
they  were  then  engaged  in  tilling  said  farm  under 
the  direction  of  Moses  G.  Leonard,  almshouse 
commissioner  of  the  State  of  New  York,  did  vote 
at  said  second  election  district  of  said  twelfth  ward, 
at  said  election.  He  does  not  know  for  whom 
they  voted.  He  insists  that  they  were  residents 
of  said  twelfth  ward;  that  they  were  challenged  at 
the  time  of  offering  their  votes,  and  were  only  ad- 
mitted to  vote  after  having  taken  the  preliminary 
oath  required  by  the  laws  of  New  York,  having 
answered  all  questions  put  to  them  by  the  inspect- 
ors, and  having  taken  the  final  oath  required  by 
the  constitution  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  contestant  also  alleges  : 
Third.  That  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  persons 
who  v/ere,  at  the  time  of  said  election,  convicts, 
undergoing  punishment  at  the  city  prison  on  Black- 
well's  Island,  voted  in  the  second  election  district 
of  the  twelfth  ward  for  the  sitting  member. 

The  sitting  member  denies  that  said  nurnber  or 
any  other  number  of  persons  were  brought  from 
the  prison  on  Black  well's  Island  and  voted  for  him 
at  said  election. 

The  contestant  also  alleges  : 

Fourth.  That  on  the  night  previous  to  the  said 

election,  between  three  and  four  hundred  persons 

were  taken  from  Black  well's  island  on  board  of  a 

sloop,  and  located  principally  in  the  eleventh  ward, 

with  a  view  to  their  voting;  and  that  all  or  many 

of  them   did  vote  at  said  election  for  the  sitting 

j  member,  when  none  of  them  were  entitled  to  vole 

I  in  said  Congressional  district. 

This  is  expressly  denied  by  the  sitting  member. 
The  contestant  also  alleges  : 
Fifth.  That  eight  or  more  foreigners,  who  were 
not  entitled  to  vote,  voted  at  the  first  election  dis- 
trict of  the  twelfth  ward  for  the  sitting  member. 
This  is  denied  by  the  setting  member. 
The  conte.stant  also  alh^ges  : 
Sixth.  That  five  or  inore  foreigners,  who  were 
not  entitled  to  vote,  voted  for  the  sitting  member 
at  the  second  election  district  of  the  twelfth  ward. 
This  is  denied  by  the  sitting  member. 
The  contestant  also  alleges  : 
Seventh.  That  eight  or  more  persons,  not  resi- 
dents of  the  sixth  Congressional  district  of  New 
York,  voted  in  the  twelfth  or  some  other  ward  of 
the  said  district  for  the  sitting  ineiriber. 
This  is  denied  by  the  sitting  member. 
The  contestant  also  alleges  : 
Eighth.  That  five  or  more  illegal  votes  were  cast 
for  the  sitting  member  in  the  sixteenth  ward,  of  a 
district  not  specified. 

This  is  denied  by  the  sitting  member. 
The  contestant  also  alleges: 
Jy'tnlh.  That  one  of  the  inspectors  of  the  fifth 
election  district  of  the  sixteenth  ward  was  al)sent 
during  a  great  portion  of  the  day  of  election;  and 
that  many  ))ersons  who  were  brought  to  said  ]3o!l 
to  vote  were  challenged,  and  refused  to  take  the 
oath  prescribed  by  Taw,  as  to  their  right  to  vote; 
and  that  when  the  inspector  referred  to  was  away 
from  the  polls,  said  persons  were  illegally  admit- 
ted to  vote  by  the  remaining  inspectors. 

The  sitting  inember  alleges  that  he  has  no  knowl- 
edge or  information  in  relation  to  this  charge,  but 
admits  that  he  has  heard  that  (for  a  few  minutes 
during  the  day)  one  of  the  inspectors  in  said  dis- 
trict was  necessarily  absent,  and  insists  that  this 
should  not  invalidate  the  election  in  that  district. 
He  denies  that  any  persons  who  had  been  chal- 
lenged and  refused  to  take  the  necessary  outli,  were 
afterwarils  admitted  to  vote  in  said  district. 
Tlie  contestant  also  alleges  : 
Tinlh.  That  an   inspector  of  the  fir.st  election 


district  of  the  twelfth  ward  declared,  after  the  elec- 
tion, that  he  "got  two  votes  for  .Tackson;  one  by 
letting  a  ballot  drop  in  the  box  when  tlie  vote  was 
challenged,  knowing  him  not  to  be  a  voter;  another 
in  canvassing  the  votes,  when  Jackson's  name  was 
evidently  erased,  and  said  it  was  only  blurred." 

The  sitting  member  declares  that  he  has  no 
knowledge  or  information  in  relation  to  this  charge. 
The  contestant  also  alleges: 
Eleventh.  That  the  sitting  member  was,  at  the 
time  of  said  election,  president  of  the  board  of  al- 
dermen of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  that  the 
officers  and  keepers  of  the  almshouse  and  city 
prison  are  appointed  by  the  authorities  of  said 
city. 

The  sitting  member  admits  that  he  was  the  pres- 
ident of  the  said  board  of  aldermen  at  the  time  of 
said  election;  but  says  that  the  said  officers  and 
keepers  had  chiefly,  if  not  in  every  instance,  been 
appointed  previous  to  his  election  as  president  of 
the  board. 

The  contestant  also  alleges  ; 
Twelfth.  That  Norman  B.  Smith  was,  at  the 
time  of  said  election,  a  candidate  for  the  Assembly 
of  New  York,  and  also  an  officer  in  said  alms- 
house; and  that  he  was  the  candidate  of  the  party 
which  nominated  the  sitting  member. 
This  is  admitted  by  the  sitting  member. 
The  contestant  also  alleges  : 
Thirteenth.  That  one  of  the  inspectors  of  elec- 
tions of  the  third  district  of  the  eighteenth  ward 
was  appointed  and  qualified  after  the  board  of  in- 
spectors had  organized  and  the  balloting  had  com- 
menced, and  before  the  paupers  had  voted.     That 
said  appointment  was  made  by  the  alderman  or 
assistant  alderman, atone,  who  was  a  brother  of  the 
sitting  niember. 

The  silting  member  denies  that  the  appointment, 
was  made  under  the  circumstances  liere  charged. 
He  admits  that  his  brother  was  an  alderman  in 
said  ward,  and  insists  that  if  the  appointment  was 
made  as  charged,  the  election  would  still  be  valid, 
as  there  were  two  other  competent  inspectors. 
The  contestant  also  alleges: 
Fourteenth.  That  the  inspectors  of  election  of 
said  third  district  of  the  eighteenth  ward,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  admitted  the  paupers  from  the 
almshouse  to  vote, because  the  said  paupers  "con- 
sidered the  almshouse  their  residence." 

The  sitting  member  denies  that  any  decision 
was  made  by  the  inspectors  in  said  district  in  re- 
gard to  the  right  of  the  paupers  generally  to  vote; 
but  insists,  that  when  each  one  offered  his  vote,  it 
was  refused,  unless  it  appeared  that  he  was  then 
an  actual  resident  in  said  ward. 

These  constitute  the  issues  which  the  contestant 
and  the  sitting  member  have  made,  and  which 
have  been  the  subjects  of  examination  by  the  com- 
mittee. Upon  some  of  them  no  proof  has  been 
offered  by  either  party.  Upon  those  to  which  the 
testimony  offered  refers,  the  committee  will  -pro- 
ceed to  lay  before  the  House  the  views  they  enter- 
tain. Tlie  published  testiinony  to  which  they  refer 
will  be  found  in  "Miscellaneous"  document  No. 
22,  already  published  by  order  of  the  House. 

The  first  question  to  which  the  committee  think 
it  necessary  to  turn  their  atlcniion,  is  that  which 
arises  under  the  law  of  New  York,  as  to  the  right 
of  the  inmates  of  hospitals  and  almshouses  to  vote. 
That  law  )irovides  that  "  no  person  shall  be  deemed 
to  have  lost  or  acquired  a  residence  by  being  a  student 
in  a  college,  academy,  or  any  seminary  of  learn- 
ing; nor  by  living  in  a  poorhouse,  almshouse,  hos- 
pital, or  asylum,  in  which  he  shall  be  maintained 
at  the  public  expense,"  &c.  The  plain  meaning 
of  this  liuiguage  is  this:  That  the  inmaie  of  an 
almshouse,  hospital,  &c.,  neither  loses  the  resi- 
dence he  had  t)efore  he  went  there,  nor  acquires  a 
new  one  by  going  there.  He  voles,  therefore,  upon 
h'la  former  residence-^thal  is,  in  the  district  or  ward 
where  lie  lived  before  he  became  an  inmate  of  the 
almshouse  or  hospital.  He  can,  under  no  cir- 
cumstances, be  permitted  to  vote  upon  his  alms- 
house or  hospital  residence.  The  committee  are  not 
aware  that  this  position  is  seriously  questioned. 
Independent  of  all  legislation,  these  persons  were 
not  voters  in  the  district  in  which  the  almshouse 
and  hospital  were  located,  by  reason  of  their  resi- 
dence therein.  By  the  common  law,  living  in  an 
almshouse,  or  other  place  of  public  charity,  for 
any  length  of  time,  would  not  create  a  residence, 
or  give  the  pauper  the  rights  of  a  resident  in  the 
town,  ward,  or  city  in  which  such  charity  is  situ- 
nted. 
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By  reference  to  the  testimony  of  Henry  A. 
Beach,  wlio  was  one  of  the  inspectors  in  the  third 
district  of  the  eigliteenth  ward,  [page  67  of  tiie 
printed  evidence,]  it  wiJl  be  seen  that  the  "  legal 
qualificcdions'"  of  the  inmates  of  the  almshouse 
who  voted  in  that  district  were  decided  to  be  a 
residence  in  llu  almshouse.  He  says;  "  We  con- 
sidered living  in  that  part  of  the  almshouse  in  the 
district  as  giving  the  residence,  where  we  could  ascer- 
tain that  the  person  hud  no  other  home. "  Tins  "  liv- 
ing''in  the  ahnsliouse  was  considered  the  "actual 
residence''^  of  the  pauper,  and  that,  too,  without 
regard  to  the  length  of  time  the  pauper  had  been 
there.  , 

The  same  witness  also  says,  on  same  page: 
"  The  residence  in  the  almshoiise  v.'as  considered  by 
the  inspectors  as  much  a  legal  residence  us  any  other 
house  in  the  district,  in  point  of  residence,  provided 
he  had  the  other  legal  qualifications,  and  had  no 
other  residence." 

Henry  S,  Ackerly,  another  inspector  in  the  third 
district  of  the  eighteenth  ward,  [page  71  of  the 
printed  evidence,]  confirms  what  Mr.  Beacli  lias 
Raid.  He  says,  after  stating  certain  questions  which 
were  put  to  the  pauper,  "  if,  in  answer  to  these 
'  questions,  we  were  satisfied  that  the  pauper  had 

♦  no  other  residence  than  in  the  almsiiouse,  and  had 
'  the  other  qualifications,  his  vote  was  received. 

♦  Some  of  the  paupers,  whose  only  residence  was  in 
«  the  almshouse,  and  no  other  residence  ascertained, 
'  did  vote.  J^'o  voters  were  rejected  on  that  account. 
'  The  residence  of  a  pauper  in  the  almshouse  was 
'  considered  his  actual  residence,  so  as  to  entitle  him 
'  to  vote,  as  7nuch  as  if  he  had  lived  in  any  other 
'  house  in  the  district,  provided  tlie  board  was  satis- 
'  fi^d  that  he  had  no  other  residence,  and  that  the 

♦  voter  claimed  that  to  be  his  residence,  and  had 
'  the  other  legal  qualifications.  The  mere  fact  of 
'  his  being  or  living  in  the  almsliouse,  we  did  not 
'  consider  enough  to  entitle  him  to  vote." 

Other  witnesses  corroborate  what  is  here  said 
by  the  inspectors;  but  this  reference  to  the  decision 
of  the  board  is  deemed  sufficient,  as  it  is  the  tesli- 
liiony  of  the  officers  who  made  it.  * 

Tiie  committee  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  this 
decision  of  the  inspectors  of  tlie  third  district  of 
the  eighteentli  ward,  was  a  direct  violation  of  the 
!a  w  of  the  State  of  New  York.  That  law  express- 
ly says  that  a  residence  shall  not  be  "  acquired'^  by 
"  living  in  a  poorhouse,  almshouse,"  Sfc.  These  in- 
spectors decided  that  a  residence  was  acquired  by 
the  paupers  of  this  district.  The  committee  can 
scarcely  imagine  a  more  palpable  violation  of  law, 
or  a  more  open  disregard  of  its  plain  provisions. 

As  it  is  tlius  manifest  that  paupers  from  the 
almshouse,  in  the  third  district  of  the  eighteenth 
ward,  had  no  right  to  vote  in  that  district,  upon  a 
mere  residence  there,  it  is  necessary  to  know 
whether  any  such  persons  did  vote  there  at  the 
Congressional  election  in  November,  1846.  Tliat 
they  did  so  vote,  the  committee  think  is  abundant- 
ly proven. 

Schedule  marked  A,  [page  88  of  the  printed  evi- 
dence,] contains  the  narnes  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  persons.  Scliedule  marked  B,  [page 
89  of  the  printed  evidence,]  contains  the  names  of 
twenty-two  persons.  Schedule  marked  C,  [page 
89  of  the  printed  evidence,]  contains  the  names  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-one  persons. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  evidence,  that 
schedules  A  and  C  were  made  by  Paul  iVI.  Cran- 
dall,  (who  was  a  challenger  at  said  third  district 
of  the  eighteenth  ward,)  iVIr.  Otis,  and  John  Sneli. 
[See  pages  22  and  23  of  printed  evidence.]  Sched- 
ule A  contains  the  names  of  persons  who  were 
objected  to  by  Crandall,  and  corresponds  with 
schedule  C,  except  that  schedule  C  contains  some 
names  marked  with  an  X,  which  designates  those 
which  were  written  by  Otis.  By  reference  to  the 
testimony  of  Dr.  Hasbrouck,  the  resitJent  physi- 
cian of  the  almshouse,  [page  14  of  the  printed  evi- 
dence,] it  will  also  be  seen  tliat  schedule  B  contains 
the  names  of  persons  who  were  then  inmates  of 
the  {ilmshouse,  and  who  voted  in  the  third  district 
of  the  eighteenth  ward.  Schedules  B  and  C,  iTiere- 
fore,  show  the  names  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-three 
persons. 

Were  these  one  hundred  and  si.vty-lhree  persons 
inmates  of  the  almshouse.'  Hasbrouck  swears 
[page  12  of  the  printed  evidence]  that  he  gave  per- 
mits to  "  about  seventy"  of  the  inmates  of  the  hos- 
pital to  go  out  and  vote,  and  that,  as  far  as  his 
knowledge  went,  "  there  iverc  from  the  almshouse 
more  than  doxtble  the  number  of  paupers  that  went 


from  the  hospital."  He  also  swears  [page  13  of 
the  printed  evidence]  that  an  omnibus  was  engaged 
for  the  day,  under  the  direction  of  tlie  officers  of 
the  institution,  to  transport  these  paupers  to  the 
polls,  and  that  he  saw  it  depart  six  tnries.  Sched- 
ule B,,he  says,  [page  14  of  the  printed  evidence,] 
contains  the  names  of  [)ersons  who  were  then  in 
the  almshouse.  Marceilus  Eells,  superintendent 
of  the  almshouse,  swears  [page  39  of  the  printed 
evidence  [that  lie  has  compared  schedule  C  "  with 
the  books  kept  in  the  almshouse  in  November, 
1846;"  and  he  also  says  [page  36]  that  the  names 
on  this  schedule  are  on  tlie  register  of  the  alms- 
house. 

The  committee  think  that  this  evidence  abun- 
dantly shows  that  these  persons  ivere  inmates  of 
the  almshouse,  part  of  which  is  situated  in  the  third 
district  of  the  eighteenth  ward.  They  do  not  un- 
derstand it  to  be  necessary  to  have  exhibited  be- 
fore them  the  books  of  the  establishment.  Those 
books  are  the  property  of  the  institution,  and 
ought  not  to  be  removed.  They  may  be  likened 
to  a  record,  though  certainly  not  of  so  high  dig- 
nity. Yet  even  a  record  may  be  proven  a  sworn 
copy,  as  by  one  attested  by  the  seal  of  tlie  officer 
having  its  custody.  Jiny  person  who  has  com- 
pared the  copy  with  the  original  is  competent  to 
prove  it.  Thus  they  find  the  law  laid  down  in  all 
the  elementary  works  on  evidence,  and  are  not 
aware  of  any  adjudication  to  the  contrary.  [3d 
Cowen  and  Hill's  notes  to  Phillips's  Evidence, 
page  1,065,  note  719;  same  volume,  page  1,240, 
1,241,  note  871;  1st  Phillips's  Evidence,  452;  2d 
do.,  615,  638,  639;  1st  volume  Greenleaf's  Evi- 
dence, see  page  501;  Gilbert's  Evidence,  26.] 

They  think  that  that  part  of  the  testimony  of 
Hasbrouck  and  Eells  to  which  reference  has  been 
made,  abundantly  proves  that  these  one  hundred  and 
sixty-three  persons  were  inmates  of  the  almshouse. 
But  if  that  were  not  enough,  it  is  still  more  abun- 
dantly furnished  by  other  evidence  before  them. 
Take  the  v/hole  of  the  testimony  together,  and  it 
is  perfectly  apparent  that  none  of  the  witnesses — 
neither  those  for  the  contestant  or  the  sitting  mem- 
ber— doubted,  for  a  single  moment,  the  identity  of 
these  persons.  By  all  of  them  they  arc  treated  and 
spoken  of  as  inmates  of  the  almshouse.  Hasbrouck 
fixed  the  number  who  went  out  and  who  voted  in 
the  third  district  of  the  eighteenth  ward  at  about 
one  hundred  and  forty — that  is,  about  twice  as  many 
as  the  number  to  whom  lie  gave  permits  at  the 
hospital.  Schedules  A  and  C,  testified  to  by  Cran- 
dall, show  that  one  hundred  and  forty-one  voted. 
These  witnesses  strongly  corroborate  each  other. 
Crandall  also  says  [page  22  of  the  printed  evi- 
dence] that  the  persons  on  schedule  A  told  him 
that  "they  came  from  the  almshouse."  He  says, 
also,  he  was  "informed  by  the  people  there  that 
they  were  from  the  almshouse,  and  most  of  them 
had  on  a  peculiar  dress."  It  is  also  ap])arent,  from 
what  Crandall  says  at  another  place,  [page  25  of 
the  printed  evi<lence,]  and  from  what  the  inspect- 
ors Beacli  [page  67  of  the  printed  evidence]  and 
Ackerly  [page  71  of  the  printed  evidence]  say,  that 
these  persons  were  treated  and  regarded  by  them 
as  inmates  of  the  almshouse.  Besides  this,  James 
Modelljwho  has  resided  in  the  third  district  of  the 
eighteenth  ward  for  twenty-six  or  twenty-seven 
years,  swears,  that  "according  to  the  best  of  his 
recollection,  from  two  to  three  hundred  of  the  pau- 
per inmates"  of  the  almshouse  "  voted  at  the  poll 
at  that  election." 

It  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  printed  testi- 
mony, that  there  are  many  other  circumstances 
tending  to  show  that  these  persons  were  inmates 
of  the  almsiiouse;  but  the  committee  think  that 
what  they  have  already  cited  is  abundantly  suffi- 
cient to  sustain  the  conclusion  to  which  they  have 
come. 

Of  the  fact  that  they  voted  at  the  Congressional 
election  in  November,  1846,  in  the  third  district  of 
the  eighteenth  ward,  the  committee  have  no  more 
doubt  than  that  they  were  inmates  of  the  alms- 
house. On  this  point  Dr.  Hasbrouck  swears  that 
he  heard  all  the  officers  of  the  almshouse,  "in  con- 
versing with  one  another,  speak  as  though  it  were 
settled  that  the  paupers  should  be  allowed,  as  on 
previous  occasions,  the  privilege  of  going  out  to 
vote,  and  that  every  facility  should  be  given  to 
them  for  that  purpose."  [See  page  11  of  the 
printed  evidence.]  He  also  mentions  the  order  in 
which  they  were  to  go  out.  He  also  says  [page 
12]  that  "about  two  tiiousand  ballots"  were  taken 
to  the  almshouse  on  the  "evening  previous"  to 


the  election,  and  were  placed  in  the  cu.="tody  of  the 
matron,  to  be  cut  up  and  distributed  among  the 
paupers.  He  sav)  the  omnibus  take  six  loads  of 
them  for  the  purpose  of  voting,  each  omnibus  load 
being  ten  or  twelve  persons.  [Page  13.]  Re  also 
says  that,  of  his  own  knowledge,  he  knows  that 
double  the  num-ber  from  the  almshouse  voted  than 
of  those  from  the  hospital  to  whom  he  gave  per- 
j  mils,  and  that  those  to  whom  he  gave  permits  to 
go  out  from  the  hospital  were  about  seventy, 
[Page  12.] 

Crandall  swears  that  the  persons  wliose  names 
appear  on  schedule  A  did  vote,  [page  22  of  printed 
evidence.]  Schedule  N  [page  109  of  printed  evi- 
dence] shows  that  all  the  peisons  whose  names 
appear  on  schedules  B  and  C  did  vote  in  the  third 
district  of  the  eigiiteenth  ward.  Schedule  N  is  a 
true  list  of  the  voters  at  the  election  in  that  district 
and  ward,  certified  by  the  proper  inspectors  and 
the  clerk  who  has  the  custody  of  it  in  New  York. 

It  is  very  clearly  shown,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  that  very  few  of  these  paupers  were 
residents  of  the  third  district  of  the  eighteenth, 
ward  before  they  went  to  the  almshouse.  Dr. 
Hasbrouck  says,  that  irone  of  the  persons  named 
on  schedule  B  lived  in  that  ward  before  going  to 
the  almshouse,  [page  14;]  and  that  of  those  in 
schedule  C,  only  about  eighteen  or  licenty  resided 
in  that  district  before  going  to  the  almshouse, 
[page  13.]  Crandall  says,  [page  25,]  that  he  does 
not  recollect  that  any  on  the  list  kept  by  him  said 
that  they  resided  there  previous  to  going  to  the 
almshouse;  and  [page  36]  he  also  says,  that  he 
does  not  recollect  that  any  of  them  voted  upon 
such  a  residence  there.  The  inspectors  also  show, 
that  they  voted  upon  their  almshouseresidencc  alorie — 
certainly  excluding  the  idea  that  they  had  any 
other. 

It  being,  then,  in  the  judgment  of  the  commit- 
tee, perfectly  clear  that  these  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
three  paupers  were  permitted  to  vote,  and  did  vote, 
in  the  third  district  of  the  eighteenth  ward,  in  vio- 
lation of  the  law  of  New  York,  which  confines 
the  voters  to  the  districts  of  their  residence,  the 
next  inquiry  submitted  to  the  committee  is,  for 
whom  did  said  paupers  vote.' 

The  committee  do  not  doubt  that  they  voted  for 
the  sitting  member.  That  gentleman  was  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party  for  Congress;  the 
officers  of  the  almshouse  and  hospital  were  all 
members  of  that  party,  and  electioneering  for  the 
candidates  of  that  party,  [see  Hasbrouck 's  evi- 
dence, pages  10  and  11  of  printed  evidence;]  they 
considered  it  their  "duty"  to  get  out  every  legal 
voter,  to  promote  the  interest  of  "the  ticket;" 
they  distributed  Democratic  tickets  to  the  inmates 
on  the  morning  of  the  election;  they  superintended 
the  passing  of  the  paupers  out  of  the  almshouse, 
had  charge  of  the  omnibus  in  which  they  were 
carried  to  the  polls,  and  accompanied  them  to  the 
polls.  Odell  swears  that  they  would  not  let  him 
"come  near  them;"  that  "  they  would  say,  Odell, 
after  they  have  voted  you  may  talk  to  them,"  [see 
printed  evidence,  page  42.]  Hasbrouck  swears 
that  the  tickets  taken  to  the  almshouse  to  be  cut, 
on  the  evening  before  the  election,  had  on  them 
"the  names  of  the  regularly-nominated  candidates 
of  the  Democratic  party,  [see  page  12  of  the  printed 
evidence.]  Those  tickets  contained  the  name  of 
David  S.Jackson,  [see  page  40  of  the  printed  evi- 
dence.] 

Crandall  swears  that  there  was  a  peculiarity  in 
the  tickets  voted,  by  \v^ich  he  distinguished  the 
Whi^from  the  Democratic  tickets;  that  "  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket  was  a  larger  ticket,  thicker  paper, 
and  difilerent  type  from  either  the  Whig  or  Native 
American,"  [page  24  of  the  printed  evidence;]  and 
that  he  was  confirmed  in  this  when  he  saw  the 
tickets  taken  from  the  box. 

Ackerly,  one  of  the  inspectors,  swears  that  "  the 
outward  a|)pearance  of  all  the  Democratic  tickets, 
whether  voted  by  paupers  or  others,  were  the  same; 
and  so  in  regard  to  the  Whig  tickets."  He  also 
says,  "from  the  outward  appearance,  I  think  I 
could  distinguish-  which  was  a  Whig  and  which 
was  a  Democratic  ticket,  as  it  icrrs  presented  by  the 
voter,"  [f>age  71  of  printed  evidence.] 

The  committee  do  not  hesitate  to  believe,  from 
this  mass  of  evidence,  that  these  one  hundred  and 
sixty-three  paupers  (except,  perhaps,  some  four  or 
five  who  boasted  that  they  had  deceived  the  keep- 
ers, ami  the  eighteen  or  twenty  who  resided  in  that 
ward  before  they  went  to  the  almshouse)  voted 
illegally,  in    the  third  district   of  the   eighteenth 
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ward,  for  the  sitting  member.  They  would  have 
to  shut  their  eyes  to  all  the  known  rules  by  which 
individuni  conduct  is  judged,  to  come  to  a  different 
conclusion.  They  desire  no  more  convincing  proof 
of  anything  than  that  they  were  taken  from  the 
almshouse  with  the  express  design  that  they  should 
vote  for  the  Deinocrutic  ticket,  and  that  they  did  so 
TOte. 

The  committee  do  not  suppose  that  there  can  be 
any  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  fact  that  pau- 
pers from  the  almshouse  on  Randall's  Island  voted 
illegally  in  the  second  district  of  the  livdflh  ward. 
And  they  think  the  evidence  abundantly  shows, 
also,  that  they  voted  for  the  sitting  member. 

Eells,  who  was  an  inspector  of  that  ward,  says, 
[page  37  of  the  printed  evidence,]  that  the  nine 
persons  whose  names  are  on  schedule  D  [page  91 
of  printed  evidence]  voted  in  tliat  ward.  He  says, 
that  they  were  all  challenged  and  sworn;  that  they 
distincily  stated  that  they  never  had  resided  in  the 
txoetfth  ward,  but  that,  notwithstanding  this,  their 
votes  were  received. 

The  same  witness  swears,  that  he  "did  know 
how  the  persons  referred  to  voted;"  that  he  "  can- 
vassed the  votes  as  they  were  received;"  and  that 
"the  name  of  Mr.  Jackson"  was  on  the  tickets 
■which  they  voted.    [Page  38  of  printed  evidence.] 

Mr.  Swords,  another  of  the  ins[iector3  of  this 
ward,  fixes  the  number  who  voted  at  thirteen,  and 
corroborates  all  the  material  statements  of  Mr.  Eells 
in  regard  to  the  course  of  proceeding  at  the  polls. 
[Page  43  of  the  printed  evidence.]  Mr.  McCarthy 
seems  to  have  been  the  ruling  spirit  at  that  poll, 
■which  may  arise  from  what  is  detailed  by  Mr. 
Eells,  that  he  understood  th^t  he  "had  a  bet  of  one 
hundred  dollars  on  the  result. " 

These  thirteen  persons  were  taken  to  the  polls, 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Shea,  one  of  the  keep- 
ers of  the  almshouse  on  Randall's  Island,  who  told 
Mr.  Swords  that  "/le  had  a  great  manij  more  that 
xoould  have  voted,'''  if  he  had  noi  ^'' questioned  them 
so  closely;"  m  consequence  of  which,  he  "had  to 
send  them  away  elsewhere  to  vote."  [See  page  45  of 
printed  evidence.] 

Votes  were  also  illegally  received  in  the  Jifth  dis- 
trict of  the  sixteenth  ward.  Leete,  one  of  the  in- 
spectors, fixes  the  number  at  "Jire  or  six.'"  [Page 
55  of  printed  evidence.]  Dodd  places  it  also  at 
"five  or  six."  [Page  56.]  Harley  thinks  there 
■were  as  many  as  "  seven  or  eight."  Norvill,  one 
of  the  clerks,  also  fixes  the  number  at  "five  or 
six."  By  examining  the  testimony  of  these  three 
■witnesses,  it  will  appear  that  these  persons,  when 
brought  to  the  poll,  were  challenged  and  refused  to 
be  sworn,  as  is  required  by  the  law  of  New  York, 
stating  that  "  they  did  not  xvish  to  get  themselves  into 
trouble.'^  At  that  time  livo  inspectors  were  acting. 
One  of  the  inspectors  was  absent  during  a  portion 
of  the  day,  when  these  same  men  returned,  and  their 
votes  were  received  by  the  remaining  inspector  vnthout 
swearing  them.  This  inspector  (Seaman)  admits 
that  "  he  may  have  taken  fifteen'^  votes  while  the 
Other  inspector  was  absent.  [Page  75  of  printed 
evidence.]  They  were  clearly  illegal.  It  is  equally 
apparent  from  the  same  testimony,  as  the  commit- 
tee think,  that  they  voted  for  the  sitting  member, 
and  that  it  was  well  understood  that  they  would 
BO  vote,  when  taken  to  the  polls,  both  by  the  per- 
son who  took  them  there  and  the  inspector  who 
received  their  votes. 

Dr.  Haibrouck  swears  [page  14  of  printed  evi- 
dence] that  Michael  Riley  told  him  that  he  had 
voted  tvnce.  The  name  of  this  man  is  on  schedules 
A  and  C;  he  voted  at  the  third  district  of  thj  eigh- 
teenth ward,  and  for  the  sitting  member,  as  the  com- 
mittee have  already  shown. 

Besides  the  voles  illegally  received,  as  pointed 
out  by  the  committee,  the  committee  are  entirely 
convinced  that  a  fraud  of  the  gros.sesi  kind  was 
practised  upon  the  ballot-box,  by  persons  engaged 
in  secretly  conveying  to  the  polls  prisoners  con- 
fined m  the  penitentiary  on  Blackwell's  Island. 
They  have  no  doubt  that  John  B.  Shaffer  and 
Francis  McLaughlin,  who  were  keepers  of  the 
prison,  did  transport  from  the  island  at  least  twenty 
prisoners,  whose  term  of  service  had  not  expired, 
with  a  view  to  have  their  voles  received  at  this  elec- 
tion. [See  Mott's  testimony,  page  49  of  the  print- 
ed evidence.]  Their  own  testimony  (pages  51,  52 
53  of  the  printed  evidence]  is  perfectly  conclusive 
of  their  guilt.  But  as  ihc  committee  have  before 
them  no  evidence  that  these  men  voted  at  any  par- 
ticular j)oll,  they  have  tmt  taken  them  into  the  esti- 
mate in  the  general  result  to  whicli  they  have  corac. 


That  result  is  as  follows,  to  wit:  the  majority  of 
David  S.  Jackson  over  James  Monroe,  in  the  Con- 
gressional district,  was  one  hundred  and  forty-three 
votes.  One  hxmdred  and  fifty-seven  votes  were  ille- 
gally cast  for  said  Jackson  in  the  district,  which, 
when  taken  from  his  poll,  leaves  a  majority  of 
fourteen  votes  in  the  district  for  James  Monroe. 
This  is  shown  by  the  following  calculation: 
Almshouse  votes  illegally  received  in  the  third 

district  of  eighteenth  waifl 163 

Illegal  votes  from  Randall's  Island 13 

Illegal  votes  ixt  fifth  district  of  sixteenth  ward . .       5 
Riley's  vote  twice  counted 1 

Making  in  all  of  illegal  votes 182 

Of  these  tv;enty  resided  in  third  district  of  eigh- 
teenth ward 20 

Votes  supposed  to  have  been  given  to  Mon- 
roe      5 

—    25 

Number  to  be  deducted  from  Jackson. .   157 

These  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  votes,  taken 
from  the  votes  of  Jackson,  leaves  the  majority  for 
Monvoe  fourteen,  as  already  stated. 

The  committee,  therefore,  report  to  the  House, 
for  its  adoption,  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  Daviil  S.  Jackson  is  not  eiitillcd  to  his  seat 
in  this  Hou^e,  as  a  Hi'prese.ntativc  from  the  sixth  Congres- 
sional district  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Re-iolvcd,  That  James  Monroe  is  cnlitled  to  tlie  seat,  now 
occupied  in  this  House  by  Uavid  S.  Jackson,  a.^  a  Kepresent- 
ativo  from  the  sixth  Congressional  district  of  the  Slate  of 
New  York. 

Minority  Report. 
Mr.  Jenkins,  in  behalf  of  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee, made  the  following  report: 

The  undersigned,  minority  of  the  committee, 
beg^leave  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  constitution  of  the  State  of  New  York,  in 
force  at  the  time  of  the  election  in  question,  pro- 
vided— 

"  That  every  male  citizen  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
who  shall  have  been  anin/tuftiiariiof  this  State  one  year  next 
preceding  any  election,  and  for  the  last  six  months  a  resident 
of  the  county  where  he  may  offer  his  vote,  shall  be  entitled 
10  vote  in  the  tovjn  or  vard  where  he  actually  resides,  and  not 
elsewhere,  for  all  officers  that  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be, 
elected  by  the  people." — (See  constitution  of  1821,  article  2, 
section  1.) 

"SiiCTioN2.  Ijaws  may  be  passed  excluding  from  the 
right  of  suffrage  persons  who  have  been,  or  may  be,  con- 
victed of  infamous  crimes. 

"  Section  3.  Laws  shall  he  made  for  ascertaining,  by 
proper  proofs,  the  citizens  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  right 
of  suffrage  hereby  establi?hed. 

"  ^EcrioN  4.  All  elections  by  the  citizens  shall  be  by  bal- 
lot, excejit  for  such  town  officers  as  may  by  law  be  directed 
to  be  otherwise  chosen." 

These  are  all  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitu- 
tion bearing  on  the  subject  of  elections. 

From  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  this  constitu- 
tion, in  1821,  the  various  wards  of  the  cities,  and 
the  several  towns  into  which  the  residue  of  the 
State  was  divided,  constituted  the  only  election 
districts  in  that  State.  For  the  purpose  of  accom- 
modating the  voters,  the  elections  were  required 
by  law  to  be  held  during  the  period  of  three  days 
in  succession. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  April  5, 
1842,  [see  laws  of  1842,  pages  113  and  114,]  pro- 
vision was  made  that  all  the  wards  in  the  several 
cities,  and  all  the  towns  in  the  State  containing 
more  than  five  hundred  electors,  should  be  divided 
into  election  districts,  and  the  time  for  holding  each 
election  was  confined  to  one  day.  Under  this  law, 
thesix  wardscomposingthesixth  Congressionaldis- 
trictwere  divided  into  twenty-five  election  districts. 

The  same  act  required  the  elector  to  swear  (if  his 
vote  were  challenged)  not  only  to  what  the  consti- 
tution prescribed  as  to  residence,  but  also  that  he 
was  then  a  resident  of  the  district  in  which  he  offer- 
ed his  vote.  If  the  Legislature  had  not  the  power, 
under  the  constitution,  to  go  beyond  that  instru- 
ment, and  require  the  voter  to  be,  and  to  prove  him- 
self, not  only  the  resident  of  the  ward,  but  also  of  a 
particular  election  district  in  such  wai'd,  then  the  ques- 
tion may  arise  whether  the  proof  which  tends  to 
show  voters  non-residents  of  a  particular  election 
district  in  a  ward  is  of  any  avail. 

By  the  same  statute,  passed  April  5,  1842,  page 
120,  section  121,  it  is  provided  "  that  no  person 
'  shall  be  deemed  to  have  lost  or  acquired  a  resi- 
'  deuce  by  living  in  any  poorhouse,  almshouse, 
'  hospital,  or  asylum,  in  which  he  shall  be  muin- 
•  tained  at  public  expense." 


The  laws  of  that  State  did  not  vest  in  the  inspect- 
ors of  election  any  judicial  posver.  There  was  no 
provision  allowing  any  other  proof  of  a  right  to 
vote  than  the  oath  of  the  elector.  Under  tlie  pre- 
liminary oath,  the  inspector.")  were  authorizeii  to 
put  questions  to  the  voter  (if  his  vote  were  chal- 
lenged) as  to  his  residence,  &c.;  but,  if  the  voter 
insisted  upon  taking  the  oath  required  by  the  con- 
stitution, they  were  obliged  to  receive  his  vote. 
The  testimony,  therefore,  in  this  case,  relating  to 
the  decisions  of  the  inspectors  of  election,  has  no 
pertinence  to  the  subject.  Any  person,  being  a 
lawful  voter,  had  a  right  to  challenge,  and  the  voter 
an  equal  right  to  exercise  his  own  convictions,  by 
withdrawing  or  swearing  his  vote  in.  The  ques- 
tion of  the  legality  of  his  vote  could  not  be  tried 
by  the  inspectors  of 'election. 

Paupers,  by  the  laws  of  that  State,  are  not  pro- 
hibited from  voting;  and  are  not,  for  that  cause,  in 
any  manner  deprived  of  the  elective  franchise. 

The  undersigned  are  of  opinion  that  the  rules 
of  evidence  applicable  to  trials  in  a  court  of  law, 
should  be  taken  as  the  guide  here.  The  commis- 
sioner, who  took  the  evidence  in  this  case,  did 
not  decide  upon  the  competency  of  the  evidence, 
but  held  "  that  his  power  did  not  allow  the  exclu- 
'  sion  of  questions,  except  when  the  question  put 
'  to  the  witness  was  leading  or  did  not  relate  to  the 
'matter  in  controversy  between  the  parlies." — 
[13.]'*  Hence,  incompetent  evidence  has  swelled 
the  return  of  the  commissioner,  and  the  question 
of  competency  is  left  open  for  the  decision  of  the 
House. 

The  sitting  member  has  produced  the  usual  cer- 
tificate, under  the  seal  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
showing  that  he  was  didy  elected  a  member  of  this 
Congress  from  the  sixth  Congressional  district  of 
thatState.  This  is  not  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
legality  of  his  election;  but  the  contestant,  in  order 
to  change  the  result,  must  establish  the  fact  that  at 
least  one  hundred  and  forty-three  illegal  votes  were 
given  for  the  silting  member,  at  that  election,  over 
and  above  any  illegal  votes  given  for  himself. 

1.  The  contestant  complains  in  his  eighth  speci- 
fication, "  that  eight  or  more  persons,  who  were 
'  foreigners  by  birth,  and  never  had  become  citizens 
'  of  the  United  States,  voted  at  the  first  election 
'  district  of  the  twelfth  ward  for  David  S.Jackson," 
[2.]  John  McMahon  [46  to  49]  is  the  only  wit- 
ness called  to  establish  this  charge.  His  deposi- 
tion affords  ample  proof  of  the  witness's  strong 
desire  to  make  out  a  clear  case  for  the  contestant, 
and  if  hearsay  is  to  be  taken  for  proof,  he  lias 
more  than  filled  up  the  prescribed  list  of  illegal 
votes.  But  the  character  of  the  witness  was  proved 
by  the  testimony  of  Daniel  Falvey  and  Peter  Os- 
trander  to  be  decidedly  bad,  [74.]  No  effort  was 
made  to  sustain  him,  either  by  calHng  other  proof 
to  support  the  charge,  or  to  sustain  his  reputation. 
See,  also,  James  Leonard's  deposition,  [75.} 

2.  The  contestant  charges  in  his  fourth  speci- 
fication, [2]  "that  one  hundred  and  sixty-three 
'  paupers  and  upwards  from  the  almshouse  and 
'  hospital,  in  the  eighteenth  ward  of  the  city  of 
'  New  York,  voted  at  the  third  election  district  of 
'  the  said  ward,  on  the  3d  day  of  November,  1846, 
'  for  David^  S.  Jackson  for  Representative  in  Con- 
'  gress.  The  said  paupers  were  not  admitted  to 
'  said  almshouse  from  said  district  of  the  eigh- 
'  teenth  ward." 

It  is  important  to  look  carefully  into  the  proof 
adduced  in  support  of  this  charge,  and  to  discrim- 
inate between  the  competent  and  incompetent  evi- 
dence imbodied  in  the  return  of  the  commissioner. 
In  order  to  reject  these  voles,  it  should  be  clearly 
proved,  on  the  part  of  the  contest-ant,  by  legal  evi- 
dence, that  the  voters  did  not  reside  in  the  said 
third  election  district.  The  voters  themselves  were 
competent  witnesses;  and  if  called  to  this  point, 
could  have  placed  the  question  beyond  doubt. 
But  not  one  of  them  was  called  as  a  witness,  and 
a  species  of  secondary  evidence  was  resorted  to,  not 
only  to  establish  the  non-residence  of  these  voters 
in  thp  said  third  di.strict,  but  also  to  prove  that  one 
of  them  voted  twice  at  that  election.  Thus  Dr. 
Hasbrouck  [14]  testified  that  he  saw  Michael  Riley, 
an  inmate  of  the  hospital,  on  the  morning  of  the 
election,  deposit  his  vote  in  this  district.  The 
counsel  for  the  contestant  then  called  upon  this 
witness  to  stale  the  declarations  of  Riley  upon  the 
subject;  and,  although  this  evidence  was  objected 
to  by  the  counsel  for  the  sitting  meniber,  the  wil- 

"  Figures  thus  inserted  [13]  in  this  report,  reftir  to  tile  page 
of  the  printed  evidence. 
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ness  answered  as  follows:  "He  [Riley]  was  tipsy 
'  about  noon,  and  then  declared  he  had  voted  twice 

*  at  the  same  poll.     He  told  me  boastingly  at  that 

*  time."  This  is  all  the  evidence  tending  to  show 
that  this  Michael  Riley  voted  tv/ice  at  that  elec- 
tion. iVo  reason  can  be  offered  for  so  relaxing  the 
rules  of  evidence  in  this  case,  as  to  admit  the  dec- 
larations of  a  third  person  as  proof.  If  he  had 
voted  twice,  not  only  Crandall,  but  the  inspectors, 
would  have  objected  to  his  voting  when  he  came 
to  the  poll  the  second  time.  The  fact  that  there 
were  two  or  more  persons  by  the  name  of  Michael 
Riley  who  voted  at  that  election  would  surprise  no 
one  who  has  had  occasion  to  look  intti  the  directory 
of  any  of  our  large  cities.  Exhibit  P  [100]  shows 
that  there  were  tioo  persons  by  the  name  of  James 
Carr  in  the  almshouse  at   the  same  time.     In  the 

judgment  of  the  undersigned,  Riley  is  not  proved 
to  have  voted  twice  at  that  election. 

If  the  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  voters  named 
in  schedules  B  and  C  [89]  are  not  proved,  on  the 
part  of  the  contestant,  to  have  been  non-residents 
of  the  third  district  of  the  eighteenth  ward  at  the 
time  of  their  going  to  the  almshouse,  then  it  is  ob- 
vious that  their  votes,  or  the  votes  of  such  of  them  as 
are  not  proved  to  be  non-residents,  should  not  be 
rejected.  Dr.  Hasbrouck,  [14,]  in  speaking  of  the 
twenty-two  voters  named  in  schedule  B,  and  in 
answer  to  the  following  question,  "Were  there 
«  any  of  the  said  persons  who  had  their  residence 

*  in  the  third  district  of  the  eighteenth  ward  before 

*  going  to  the  almshouse.'"  answered,  "None,  to 
'  the  best  of  my  knowledge."  What  knowledge 
had  Dr.  Hasbrouck  on  the  subject.'  Did  he  know 
where  they  did  reside,  or  did  he  know  them  at  all 
before  they  went  to  the  almshouse.' 

What  is  the  evidence  offered  by  the  contestant 
to  show  that  the  one  hundred  and  forty-two  per- 
sons named  in  exhibit  C  were  not  residents  of  the 
said  third  district  immediately  previous  to  their 
entering  the  almshouse.'  The  question  was  put 
to  Hasbrouck,  [1.3,]  whether  any  of  the  persons 
committed  to  the  almshouse  who  went  oiit  on  the 
3d  of  November,  1846,  were  sent  there  from  the 
third  district  of  the  eighteenth  ward?  to  which  he 
answered,  "  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  there 

*  were  some  eighteen  or  twenty  sent  there  from 
'the  third  district  of  the  eighteenth  ward."  It 
could  not  be  expected  that  this  witness,  who 
had  been  at  the  almshouse  but  two  years,  [10,] 
should  know  all  the  persons  that  came  there  from 
that  district,  especially  when  it  is  remembered 
that  many  of  the  inmates  went  to  the  almshouse 
long  before  he  did.  See  Mumford's  deposition, 
[82,]  and  schedule  P,  [99.]  If  in  that  great  city, 
of  about  four  hundred  thousand  inhabitants,  Has- 
brouck knew  that  eighteen  or  twenty  of  the  pau- 
pers in  question  came  from  that  district,  how  many 
ofwho.«e  residence  he  knew  nothing  also  came 
from  that  district.'  It  is  always  better  to  prove 
where  a  man's  residence  actually  was,  in  order  to 
show  where  it  idas  not,  than  to  undertake  to  prove 
that  he  did  not  reside  in  a  particular  district  of  a 
great  city,  from  the  fact  that  the  witness  did  not 
know  that  he  lived  there.  The  testimony  of  Dr. 
Hasbrouck  is  too  uncertain  to  establish  the  fact 
that  these  persons  were  non-residents  of  the  said 
third  district. 

The  evidence  of  Crandall  upon  this  point  is  con- 
tradictory, and  at  most  amounts  to  nothing  but 
hearsay,  [25.]  If  the  voters  upon  being  challenged 
had  testified,  before  the  inspectors  of  election,  to 
their  places  of  residence,  even  their  depositions  thus 
taken  would  be  incompetent  evidence.  Much  less, 
then,  can  the  naked  declarations  of  these  voters  to 
their  places  of  abode  previous  to  their  going  to  the 
almshouse  be  admitted  as  any  proof  whatever. 
The  very  uncertain  expression  of  Crandall,  [25,] 
that  he  did  not  recollect  tliat  any  on  his  list  said  that 
they  resided  in  the  ward  in  question  before  they 
went  to  the  almshouse,  or  the  expression  of  the 
same  witness,  [36,]  that  lie  did  not  recollect  that 
any  gave  their  residence  in  the  eighteenth  ward, 
amounts  (o  merely  nothing. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  looking  into  the  only  remain- 
ing testimony  upon  tliis  point,  [Eells  37,  and  Ack- 
crly  70  and  71,]  that  the  propo.sition  here  attempt- 
ed to  be  established  is  in  no  manner  strengthened. 
But  if  hearsay  be  evidence,  then  this  species  of 
proof  can  be  rebutted  by  iienrsay.  Hasbrouck 
testified  [18]  that  many  of  the  inmates,  when  ask- 
ing for  jiasaports,  said  that  they  were  going  to  their 
own  liomes  in  the  fourth,  sixth,  tenth,  fourteenth, 
and  other  wards,  to  vote;  and  that  he  understood 


at  the  time  that  they  were,  respectively,  going  to 
districts  in  which  they  were  entitled  to  vote.  These 
inmates  of  the  almshouse  could  have  had  no  mo- 
tive to  vote  in  a  district  different  from  the  one  in 
which  they  had  a  right  to  exercise  that  franchise. 
It  willnot  be  assumed  that  they  voted  in  the  wrong 
district,  and  that  position  not  having  been  proved, 
it  follows  that  the  one  hundred  and  forty-two  voters 
named  in  schedule  C,  and  the  twenty-two  in 
schedule  B,  lawfully  exercised  their  right  of  suf- 
frage. 

2.  Thecontestant  has  failed  to  prove  that  the 
persons  named  in  schedules  B  and  C  were  the 
identical  individuals  who  came  from  the  alms- 
house, and  who  voted  in  the  said  third  district, 
with  the  exception  of  three  of  them,  who  voted  in 
presence  of  Hasbrouck.  The  contestant  has  at- 
tempted to  prove  this  by  evidence,  that  the  names 
on  the  poll  list  of  this  district,  compared  with  the 
names  found  on  the  register  of  the  almshouse,  and 
proving  by  Crandall  that  he  saw  the  persons  named 
in  schedule  C,  except  12  of  them,  vote  at  that 
election.  For  the  purpose  of  proving  that  the 
names  on  schedule  C  were  found  on  the  register 
of  the  almshouse,  the  contestant  called  on  Mar- 
cellus  Eells,  [26,]  who  testified  that  he  was  appoint- 
ed superintendent  of  the  almshouse  May  11,1846, 
and  that  there  were  books  in  the  almshouse  con- 
taining the  names  of  the  inmates,  and  that  he  found 
the  names  contained  in  schedule  C  upon  the  books 
of  the  almshouse.  Was  this  evidence  competent.' 
H.  Mumford,  who  kept  the  books  of  the  alms- 
house, was  called  on  to  testify  whether  the  persons 
named  in  schedule  C  were  in  the  almshouse  on 
the  day  in  questtion.  His  entries  in  those  books 
could  be  used  by  him  as  a  memorandum  to  aid  his 
memory.  But  these  books  are  not  shown  to  be 
such  public  entries,  or  records,  as  can  be  proved 
by  a  sworn  copy;  [12  Serg.  and  Rowle,  256,  263; 
2  Cow.  and  Hill;  notes  to  Phillips's  evidence,  page 
1,150.]  But  Eells  does  not  show  where  he  ob- 
tained the  books  of  the  almshouse,  nor  when  he 
compared  schedule  C  with  those  books.  The  tes- 
timony of  Mumfoud,  [82,]  and  schedule  P,  prove 
that  Eells  was  grossly  mistaken.  It  is  essential  to 
the  contestant  to  establish  the  identity  of  the  per- 
sons whose  names  appear  on  the  poll  list,  and  on 
schedule  C. 

Suppose  that  paupers  were  forbidden  to  vote  in 
New  York,  as  they  are  in  New  Jersey,  and  a  man 
were  on  trial  for  illegal  voting  for  that  cause,  would 
any  jury  convict  the  voter  upon  merely  producing 
the  register  of  the  almshouse  and  the  poll  list.' 
Would  not  proof  be  required  that  the  person  on 
trial  was  the  man  supported  at  public  charge,  and 
who  voted  at  the  election  .'  To  hold  the  contrary, 
would  be  equivalent  to  the  adoption  of  a  rule  that 
a  prisoner,  on  trial  for  a  second  offence,  could  be 
convicted  of  such  second  offence,  on  producing  the 
record  of  the  conviction  of  a  man  bearing  the  same 
name,  but  without  any  proof  that  he  was  the  same 
man  tried  and  convicted  of  the  first  offence.  Is  it 
proved  that  these  identical  persons  voted  in  the 
said  third  district.'  Crandall  was  produced  by  the 
contestant  to  prove  this,  and  he  testified  that  the 
129  persons  named  in  schedule  Jl  voted.  [22  and 
23.]  But  these  voters  were  strangers  to  Crandall, 
and  no  one  can  claim  that  he  could  remember  their 
names.  He  was,  therefore,  obliged  to  rely  on  a 
list  of  these  names,  and  the  accuracy  of  his  testi- 
mony must  depend  on  the  accuracy  of  the  list. 
The  original  list,  made  by  the  witness  at  the  time 
of  the  voting,  was  the  only  authentic  one,  and  hence 
it  is  not  allowable  for  him  to  refresh  his  memory 
from  a  copy  of  the  original  list,  ijr  from  a  memoran- 
dum made  by  another  person.  [2  Cow.  and  Hill's 
notes  to  Phillips's  Evidence,  page  1,239.] 

It  nowhei-e  appears  where,  or  by  whom,  schedule 
A  was  made.  But  who  made  schedule  C,  and 
when.'  Crandall  carries  the  impression  [at  page 
23]  that  he  himself  made  it.  He  there  testified 
that  he  recognized  the  paper,  and  that  the  signature 
to  it  was  his  own.  This  schedule  C  bears  intrin- 
sic evidence  that  it  is  not  the  original  memoran- 
dum. [89  to  91.]  It  is  in  the  form  of  an  affidavit, 
but  is  not  sworn  to.  Crandall,  however,  expressly 
states  that  the  original  list  made  by  himself,  and 
the  one  made  by  Otis,  were  both  lost.  [30  and  31.] 
Schedule  C  then  is  not  the  original  memorandum, 
nor  is  it  shown  to  be  a  copy  of  that  original  mem- 
orandum. Crandall  made  two  copies  [33]  of  the 
original  list,  immediately  after  the  election,  and 
sent  one  to  the  express  office,  and  delivered  the 
other  to  Eells.     But  schedule  C  is  nowhere  shown 


to  be  one  of  these  copies.  If,  then,  a  copy  of  the 
original  memorandum  were  admissible  to  aid  the 
memory  of  the  witness  in  this  case,  even  that 
proof  was  not  given.  Take  away  these  schedules, 
and  Crandall 's  evidence  falls  far  short  of  proving 
the  identity  of  any  of  the  persons  named  in  sched- 
ule C.  But  there  is  no  proof  of  the  identity  of  the 
persons  named  in  schedule  B,  except  three  of  them. 
Hasbrouck  saw  three  of  them  vote;  but  who  saw 
the  rest.'  Who  but  Otis  saw  the  twelve  persons 
embraced  in  the  cross  marks  on  schedule  C,  vote? 
But  Otis  was  not  sworn  as  a  witness  in  this  case, 
and  therefore  there  is  no  evidence  on  this  point. 
Why  was  not  Otis  called  to  prove  the  votin"-  of 
these  twelve  persons?     [22,  also  30  and  31.1 

4.  The  contestant  charges,  in  his  fifth  specifica- 
tion, [2,]  that  nine  persons,  paupers  in  the  alms- 
house, having  no  right  to  exercise  this  franchise, 
voted  for  the  sitting  member,  in  the  2d  district  of 
the  12th  ward.  These  paupers  are  alleged  to  have 
come  from  Randall's  Island.  The  foregoing  points, 
taken  with  regard  to  schedule  C,  are  applicable  to 
this  list  of  nine  persons  mentioned  in  the  testi- 
mony of  Eells,  [37,]  McCarty,  [69,]  Swords,  [72,] 
and  schedule  D,  [91.]  But  it  is  said  there  were 
thirteen  persons  instead  of  nine.  The  contestant 
claims  but  nine  in  his  specification,  and  his  wit- 
nesses Eells,  [37,]  Meggs,  [42,]  Miller,  [41,]  fix  the 
number  at  nine  also.  This  testimony,  produced  by 
the  contestant  himself,  is  far  more  explicit  than  that 
of  McCarty,  [68,]  who  testifies  that  he  will  not  be 
positive,  but  thinks  there  were  about  twelve  or  thir- 
teen; or  the  evidence  of  Swords,  who  thinks  there 
were  thirteen.     See  schedule  E,  [92.] 

5.  For  whom  were  the  alleged  unlawful  votes 
cast?  For  if  it  were  shown  that  all  these  persons 
voted,  and  that  they  were  not  entitled  to  that  fran- 
chise, neither  of  which  has  been  established,  yet 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  contestant  to  go  fur- 
ther, and  prove  iha.t  at  least  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three  voted  for  the  sitting  member,  in  order  to  pro- 
duce any  effect. 

Let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  names  of  twen- 
ty-five persons  were  on  each  full  State  ticket  at 
that  election,  [40.]  Other  ofiicers  were  voted  for 
calculated  to  excite  a  far  greater  interest  than  mem- 
ber of  Congress.  Neither  the  electorsitor  the  chal- 
lengers would  be  as  likely  to  pay  attention  to  the 
member  of  Congress  as  to  some  of  the  more  im- 
portant officers.  The  assertion  that  the  particular 
name  of  the  sitting  member  was  singled  out  from 
all  the  rest,  to  be  read  through  the  folded  ticket, 
can,  at  best,  have  but  slight  weight.  The  name 
of  the  sitting  member  was  erased  from  many  of  the 
tickets,  [70,]  and  on  others  the  name  of  the  sitting 
member  was  erased  and  that  of  the  contestant  in- 
serted, [70  and  71.]  Who  can  tell  how  many  of 
the  votes  thus  changed  by  such  erasure  came  from. 
the  inmates  of  tlie  almshouse?  Crandall,  [32,] 
upon  whose  testimony  the  political  complexion  of 
the  voters  named  in  schedule  C  rests,  in  answer  to 
the  following  question,  "  Do  you  mean  to  say  that 
none  of  the  persons  whose  names  yofl  kept  voted 
the  Whig  State  ticket?"  answered,  "I  do  not;  I 
don't  mean  to  say  that."  It  appears,  from  the 
evidence  of  Hasbrouck,  that  each  of  the  inmates 
of  the  almshouse  exercised  his  right  to  vote  v/ith- 
out  constraint;  that  Democrats  and  Whigs,  who 
were  lawful  voters,  were  furnished  with  permits 
without  distinction,  and  all  who  chose  had  an  op- 
portunity to  ride  in  a  public  conveyance,  [17;]  that 
a  large  number  of  the  inmates  refused  to  take 
Democratic  tickets  at  the  almshouse,  and  some 
said  that  they  were  going  to  vote  the  Whig  ticket, 
[18.^  Some  said  they  had  taken  Democratic  tickets, 
but  voted  the  Whig  ticket,  and  boasted  of  the 
deception.  Ackerly  [70]  testifies  that  all  of  the 
inmates  of  the  almshouse  did  not  vote  the  same 
ticket.  With  this  evidence  in  view,  taken  in  con- 
nection with  the  feeble  evidence  offered  to  show 
the  votes  given  for  the  sitting  member,  it  is  just 
and  right  to  conclude,  that  if  anything  be  lawfully 
proved,  there  is  about  as  much  evidence  tending 
to  show  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  almshouse 
voters  cast  their  ballots  far  the  contestant,  as  there 
is  to  show  that  such  proportion  voted  for  the  sit- 
ting member.  Crandall  [24  and  25]  kept  no  ac- 
count with  respect  to  the  votes  named  in  schedule 
B,  nor  in  regard  to  the  twelve  embraced  in  the 
cro.ss  marks  \ipon  schedule  C,  making  thirty-five 
votes.  There  is  not  a  word  of  evidence  showing 
how  these  thirty-five  persona  voted;  but  the  bur- 
den of  proving  that  these  thirty-five  persons  voted 
for  the  coatfc.sUuit  rests  upon  the  contestant,  which 
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he  has  by  no  nipans  relieved  himself  of.  If  the 
losses  of  a  majoriiy  of  the  committee  be  assumed 
as  correct,  wlierein  they  place  the  alleged  number 
of  illegal  votes  cast  at  the  various  wards  at  one 
hundred  and  eiichty-two,  and  ileduct  therefrom  the 
twenty-five  voles  which  they  deduct,  and  also  the 
above  thirty-five  votes,  the  said  one  hundred  and 
eighty-two  alleged  ille2:al  votes  is  reduced  to  one 
liundred  and  twenty-two,  and  this  leaves  the  sit- 
ting member  fairly  elected  by  a  majority  of  twenty- 
one. 

But  it  has  been  the  practice  in  these  cases  to  call 
upon  the  voters  themselves  to  testify  who  they 
voted  for.  If  they  decline  to  appear,  or  refuse  to 
testify  who  they  voted  for,  such  refusal  lays  the 
foundation  for  secondary  evidence,  and  then  the 
political  party  to  which  the  voter  belonged,  and_ 
even  his  declarations,  if  made  at  about  the  time  of 
the  election,  have  been  received  as  the  best  evi- 
dence which  the  circumstances  of  the  case  would 
admit  of.  But  in  this  case  the  contestant  has  made 
no  efTort  to  examine  the  voters,  and  therefore  has 
laid  no  foundation  for  secondary  evidence;  hence 
he  has  not  lawfully  proved  any  of  the  one  hundred 
and  eighty-two  persons  to  have  voted  for  the  sit- 
ting member. 

6.  Charles  F.  Mumford,  [82,-]  the  clerk  of  the 
almshouse,  made  the  entries  in  the  almshouse 
reo;ister,  and,  upon  proving  schedule  P,  [99  and 
100,]  it  distinctly  appears  that  14  names,  found  on 
schedule  C,  were  not  on  the  bocks  of  the  almshouse 
in  1846.  This  disposesof  14  alleged  illegal  voters. 
The  same  schedule  P  also  shows  that  John  Mc- 
Gowan,  (McGovern,)  James  Merrill,  George  Carr, 
and  Daniel  Maron,  were  discharged  from  the  alms- 
house before  the  3d  day  of  November,  1846,  and 
that  Thomas  Riley  was  not  admitted  to  the  alms- 
house until  the  15th  December,  1846,  a  month  and 
a  half  after  the  election.  There  can  be  no  [)retence 
that  these  five  persons  came  from  the  almshouse  to 
vole.  Mumford  must  have  had  full  knowledge  of 
the  books  of  the  almshouse;  whereas  Eels,  whohad 
been  in  the  almshouse  only  a  year  and  a  half,  who 
does  not  appear  to  have  any  care  of  the  books,  nor 
any  part  in  the  keeping  of  them,  must  have  found 
the  names  (if  he  found  them  at  all  in  anyalmshouse 
books)  witlifcut  reference  to  the  time  when  the 
persons  named  in  schedule  G  were  there.  John 
Eels  [36]  has  not  stated  when  he  examined  the 
books,  and  compared  schedule  C  with  them,  nor 
did  he  state  that  he  examined  the  books  to  find 
the  inmates  who  were  there  at  the  time  of  the  elec- 
tion in  1846.  Schedule  C,  therefore,  is  entitled  to 
no  weight  as  evidence. 

It  also  appears  from  exhibit  P,  that  25  of  the 
persons  who  were  inmates  of  the  almshouse  at  the 
time  of  the  election  in  question,  and  whose  names 
appear  on  schedule  C,  and  who  arc  claimed  by  the 
contestant  to  be  illeg.il  voters,  were  admitted  to  the 
almshouse  before  the  passage  of  the  statute,  above 
quoted,  forbidding  tlic  gain  or  loss  of  residence  by 
means  of  going  to  the  Himshousc;  for  that  statute 
was  passed  April  5, 1842.  The  question  then  arises 
whether  these  25  persons,  who  went  to  the  alms- 
house before  the  passage  of  tlie  above-mentioned 
statute,  (and  at  the  time  of  the  election  in  Novem- 
ber, 1846,  none  had  lesided  there  less  than  four 
years,  and  some  as  much  as  twenty  year.s,)  had 
not  oijtamed  such  a  residence  at  the  almshouse  as 
to  make  ihem  lawful  voters  in  the  said  election 
district  where  the  almshouse  is  located: 

The  following  taljle  comprises  the  disputed 
votes: 

Rf  iKKlule  rt  lias  on  it 2-2  names. 

HchHdulo  C  liiis  oil  it 142     *< 

Holicduli:  E,  l!;in(lall'.s  Island 9      " 

Firtli  ilistrict,  IGtIi  ward ij      " 

178 
Deduct  20  votes  conceded  to  be  lawful  by  >'»• 

inajofily ;.  2U 

A).-*o  vot•^^  conci'dud  to  he  «lieii  for  con- 
testant      5 

—    2,5 

153 
As  the  silting  memlier's  majority,  according  to 
the  original  returns,  is  143,  a  further  deduction 
from  the  above  153  of  eleven  votes,  would  still 
leave  the  sitting  member  a  nKijr)rity.  liui  il,e  un- 
der.sijned  believe,  llint  if  they  adopt  n  far  more 
favorable  rule  of  evidence  to  the  conlesiant  than 
the  practice  of  the  House  on  principle  will  jhstify, 
yet  that  (juiie  a  majoriiy  will  remain  in  favor  of 
the  sitting  member. 

First,  it  is  conceded  by  the  majority  of  the  com- 


mittee that  five  illegal  votes  were  cast  by  the  pau- 
pers for  the  contestant.  The  undersigned  believe 
the  number  of  votes  cast  for  the  contestant  by  the 
inmates  of  the  almshouse  much  larger.  But  if 
five  be  taken  as  the  number,  those  five  illegal  votes 
should  not  only  be  taken  from  the  list  of  alleged 
illegal  votes  for  the  sitting  member,  but  they  should 
be  deducted  from  the  voles  given  for  the  contest- 
ant. This  would  be  equivalent  to  a  deduction  of 
ten  from  the  list  of  alleged  illegal  votes  given  for 
the  sitting  me:iiber.  Therefore,  deduct  Jiue  more 
from  the  above  153. 

Second.  There  is  no  proof  showing  for  whom 
the  persons  named  in  schedule  B  voted.  Deduct, 
therefore,  22  votes  for  this  cause,  from  the  above 
153. 

Third.  There  is  no  proof  whatever  that  the 
twelve  persons  named  in  schedule  C,  alleged' to 
have  been  on  Otis's  list,  were  not  lawful  voters, 
nor  is  it  shown  for  whom  they  voted.  Deduct 
this  number. 

Fourth.  Make  a  like  deduction  of  fourteen  per- 
sons named  in  schedule  P,  who  weie  not  in  the 
almshouse. 

Fifth.  Make  a  like  deduction  for  the  five  per- 
sons named  on  exhibit  P,  who  were  dischai-ged 
from  the  almshouse  before  the  election. 

Sixth.  If  the  twenty-five  persons  who  went  to 
the  almshouse  before  the  passage  of  the  statute  of 
1842  obtained  a  residence,  then  this  number  should 
in  like  manner  be  deducted. 

The  undersigned  recommend  that  the  House 
adopt  the  accompanying  resolutions. 

TIMOTHY  JENKINS, 
LUCIEN  B.  CHASE, 
HEZ.  WILLIAMS, 
S.  W.  INGE. 

Resolved,  That  David  S.  Jackson  is  entitled  to  his  seat 
upon  tiiis  floor. 

Kesulvcd,  Tliat  James  Monroe  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat 
upon  this  floor. 

IN  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  Jjpril  19,  1848. 

Mr.  NILES  presented  the  petition  of  William 

Pennoyer,  a  revolutionary  soldiei',  for  a  pension; 

which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CAMERON,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  Washington  Gas  Light  Company;  which  was 
read  a  first  time. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  the  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  Washington  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany and  Savings  Institution,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  Richard  P.  Dove. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 
J.  Harris,  late  deputy  collector  at  Providence, 
Rhode  Island. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  ]ietitions  relating 
to  the  adoption  of  Evans's  patent  steam  safety 
valve. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  submitted  the  following, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  (.'oiiiniilte  on  Finance  he  instructed  to 
briiii;  ill  a  hill  repealing  "An  act  concerning  tuiiiiaye  duty 
on  Spanish  vessel.-,"  jiassid  June  oO,  1834,  or  to  inodit'y  the 
taid  act  so  as  to  allow  Spaiii.-li  vrs.sels  from  Cuba  to  trade 
between  the  Island  and  any  pari  of  the  Uiiitid  Staler  upon 
llie  same  looting,  as  to  tonnage  dulies,  as  the  vessels  of  the 
foreign  coniitries  arc  allowed  to  tiaile  hi  tweeii  the  ports  of 
their  country  and  the  puits  of  the  t'niled  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,  the  bill  to  reduce 
and  graduate  the  price  of  the  public  lands,  and  for 
other  purposes,  was  taken  up  and  postponed,  and 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  the  first 
Monday  in  May  next. 

Mr.  HALE  gave  notice  that  he  would  to-mor- 
row, or  at  some  subsequent  day,  introduce  a  bill  to 
prevent  riotous  or  tumultuous  assemblages  within 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOUGLAS,  the  bill  to  grant 
to  ihe  Stale  of  Illinois  a  right  of  way  through  the 
public  lands,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  made 
the  special  order  for  this  day  two  weeks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BERRIEN,  the  bill  to  change 
the  name  of  Phocian  Kavasales  to  that  of  Photius 
t'isk,  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  the  bill  to 


confirm  the  location  and  grant  a  quarter-section  of 
the  public  lands  for  a  count}' site  at  Hillsborough, 
was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  extending  privileges  to  American  ves- 
sels engaged  in  a  certain  trade  therein  mentioned 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives stating  that  the  House  having  agreed 
to  a  motion  to  reconsider  ihe  amendments  to  the 
bill  to  declare  the  true  intent  and  meaning,  so  far 
as  respects  the  franking  privilege  of  members  of 
Congress,  of  the  act  approved  the  1st  of  March, 
1847,  &c.,  requested  of  the  Senate  the  return  of 
said  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  the  bill 
and  amendments  had  been  referred,  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  suliject,  and 
the  Secretary  was  directed  to  return  the  bill  to  the 
House. 

CHINA. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  special  order  for  this  day,  being  the  bill  to 
carry  into  effect  certain  provisions  in  the  treaty 
between  the  United  Slates  and  China,  and  the  Ot- 
toman Porte,  giving  certain  judicial  powers  to  min- 
isters and  consuls  of  the  United  States  in  those 
quarters. 

Mr.  BADGER  would  not  object  to  the  motion, 
with  the  understanding  that,  if  taken  up,  the  bill 
would  be  informally  passed  over,  in  order  that  he 
might  have  the  opportunity  to  make  the  motion  of 
which  he  gave  notice  yesterday,  that  the  Senate  ' 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness. < 

Mr.  ASHLEY  suggested  that  the  bill  could  be 
passed  over  after  it  had  been  placed  in  a  position 
to  give  it  preference  over  other  business. 

Mr.  CASS  expressed  his  apprehensions  that  this 
bill  would  occupy  much  time.  He  hoped  it  would 
not  be  pressed.  It  would  be  recollected  that  he 
had  given  notice  of  his  intention  of  calling  up  the 
volunteer  force  bill  as  early  as  possible.  It  was  very 
important  that  that  bill  should  be  acted  on  without 
delay. 

Mr.  HALE  asked  if  the  honorable  chairman,of 
the  Military  Committee  had  received  any  recent 
news  from  Mexico,  which  rendered  it  so  important 
that  his  bill  should  be  passed.' 

Mr.  CASS  replied,  that  he  had  received  no  new 
intelligence;  but  if  the  bill  should  not  be  pas.sed  in 
a  day  or  two,  we  mighi  expect  some  disastrous 
news  from  that  quarter. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Ashley  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill  was  taken  up.  The  reading  of  the  bill 
was  called  for;  but  before  the  bill  had  been  gone 
through — 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  expressed  a 
hope  that  the  further  reading  might- be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  chairman  of  the. Judiciary  Com- 
mittee would  not  press  its  consideration  at  this 
time.  This  was  a  measure  of  very  great  delicacy 
and  diflicully.  The  more  he  had  looked  into  the 
bill,  the  more  he  had  become  convinced  of  this 
fact.  The  bill  would  require  considerable  amend- 
nient.  It  was  to  establish  the  laws  of  the  United 
Stales  over  such  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Stales  as  were  resident  in  China.  He  had  confer- 
red with  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Butler]  on  the  subject,  and  they  had  agreed  that 
it  was  a  measure  of  nuich  delicacy  and  complexi- 
ty. Yet  there  was  no  insuperable  difficulty  in  the 
way,  none  which  could  not  be  overcome,  if  time 
were  given  for  proper  deliberation. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  disavowed  any  design  to  press 
the  bill  at  this  time.  He  was  sensible  of  the  diffi- 
culty which  surrounded  the  suliject.  This  bill 
passed  the  House  of  Representatives  last  session, 
and  was  brought  to  the  Senate  loo  late  to  be  acted 
on,  and  therefore  was  laid  over  with  the  other  un- 
finished business.  He  had  made  some  attempts  to 
bring  it  before  the  Senate,  but  he  was  not  disposed 
unreasonably  to  press  it.  With  a  view  to  prevent 
unnecessary  delay,  he  had  expressed  to  several 
Senators  whom  he  regarded  as  best  informed  on 
the  subject,  his  desire  to  obtain  their  vic.ws.  He 
had  obtained  all  the  original  documenls  having  a 
bearing  on  the  subject.  He  had  examined  the 
course  of  action  in  the  British  Parliament.  He 
would  only  now  express  the  hope  thai  the  bill 
would  be  considered  from  day  to  day,  until  it  could 
be  matured.    The  correspondence  of  Mr.  Everett 
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showed  tlie  necessity  of  immediate  action  on  the 
suiject.  Our  treaty  with  China  provides  that  we 
shall  exercise  jurisdiction  over  our  own  citizens 
■while  in  the  Celestial  Empire.  Great  Britain  al- 
readyexercised  this  jurisdiction;  and  for  the  want 
of  it,  our  interests  were  placed  in  daily  jeopardy, 
and  our  intercourse  with  tliat  country  was  in  dan- 
ger of  being  interrupted. 

Mr.  DAVIS  explained  that  he  was  not  opposed 
to  legislation  on  the  subject.  He  knew  it  was 
necessary  something  should  be  done.  But  all  the 
examination  he  had  yet  given  to  it  had  not  been 
sufficient  to  enable  him  to  make  up  his  own  mind. 

JMr.  BUTLER  confirmed  what  had  fallen  from 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  concerning  the 
conference  which  they  had  had  on  the  subject.  He 
felt  himself  under  great  obligations  to  that  Sena- 
tor, who  had  convinced  him  that  there  were  great 
defects  in  the  present  bill.  Until  that  conference 
took  place  he  had  but  an  indistinct  knowledge  of 
tlie  subject. 

Mr.  BADGER  hoped  the  bill  would  be  passed 
over  informally.  He  pointed  out  one  error  in  the 
bill  which  showed  the  necessity  for  amendment. 
The  rule  laid  down  for  the  government  of  our  offi- 
cers in  China  was  the  rule  of  the  common  law  of 
the  United  States.  Now,  it  was  well  known  that 
tliere  was  no  such  thing  known  as  the  common 
law  of  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  would  prefer  that  a  day  be  fixed 
on  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS  suggested  Monday  next. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  assented. 

The  further  consideration  of' the  bill  was  then 
postponed  until  Monday  next,  and  the  bill  was 
made  the  special  order  for  that  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and,  after  some  time,  the  doors  were  reopened, 
and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  Jipril  20,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
PRIVILEGES  OF  MEMBERS. 

Mr.  PALFREY  rose  to  a  qviestion  of  personal 
privilege  of  a  member  of  this  House.  He  wished 
to  present  the  question  to  the  House  in  the  form 
of  a  resolution.  Could  that  resolution,  he  would 
respectfully  ask  of  the  Chair,  be  read  from  the 
Clerk's  desk,  or  must  he  himself  read  it  from  his 
seat  .> 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleman  rises  to  a 
question  of  privilege,  he  may  state  it  in  any  form 
he  sees  fit,  in  order  that  the  Chair  may  decide 
wliether  or  not  it  is  such  a  question. 

Mr.  PALFREY.  Then  1  submit  it  in  the  form 
of  the  following  preamble  and  resolve. 

A  voice.     Can  tliat  be  done? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  depends  entirely  upon  what 
it  is. 

Mr.  PALFREY  then  read  the  paper  which  he 
held  in  his  hand,  as  follows: 

Wliercas  common  report  lias  represented  to  members  of 
this  House  that  a  lawless  mob  liiis  assembled  within  the 
District  of  Columbia  on  each  of  tlie  two  nights  last  past,  and 
has  comiiiilted  acts  of  violence,  setling  at  defiance  the  laws 
and  constituted  authorities  of  ihe  United  States,  and  men- 
acing individuals  of  this  body  and  other  i<ersons  residing  in 
this  city :  Therefore, 

Resoli'cd,  That  a  select  committee  of  five  members  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  facts  above  referred  to,  and  to 
report  the  facts,  with  their  opinion  whether  any  legislation 
is  necessary  or  expedient  in  the  premises;  and  that  tltey 
further  have  leave  to  sit  during  the  sessions  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  knows  no  au- 
thority for  deciding  that  to  be  a  question  of  privi- 
lege. 

Mr.  PALFREY.  Do  1  understand  the  Chair, 
then,  to  rule  that  a  question  relating  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  personal  safety  of  a  member  of  this 
House  is  net  necessarily  a  question  of  privilege? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  not  under- 
stand that  a  member  of  this  House  ia  at  all  alluded 
to  in  the  resolution. 

Mr.  PALFREY.  1  will  read  it  again,  if  you 
please.  [He  accordingly  read  the  latter  p«rl  of  the 
preamble.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  did  not  hear  that 
part  of  the  jireamble.  The  Chair  is  disposed  to 
think,  if  the  liberty,  or  safety,  ov  life  of  any  indi- 
vidual member  of  thiji  House  1ms  been  menaced 
from  any  quarter,  it  is  a  question  of  [irivilege. 


Mr.  GENTRY  desired  to  make  a  remark.  He 
would  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts that  the  House  would  be  more  competent  to 
judge  of  the  nature  of  the  question  presented  by 
him  if  it  were  informed  of  the  particular  manner — 
of  all  the  circumstances  in  which  the  safety. of  any 
member  of  this  House  had  been  menaced  by  a 
mob.  The  House  could  then  determine  whether 
there  were  existing  facts  which  required  its  inter- 
ference. 

Mr.  RHETT  said  he  did  not  know  the  circum- 
stances to  which  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts alluded 

Mr.  PALFREY  wished  to  be  pardoned  for  one 
moment;  and  (Mr.  R.  yielding)  said  he  desired 
the  gentleman,  in  order  to  give  a  proper  direction 
to  his  remarks,  to  understand  that  this  preamble 
stated  this  report  had  represented  to  members  of 
this  House  that  members  of  this  body  had  been 
menaced.  He  would  simply  state  to  the  gentle- 
man that  it  did  not  refer  to  himself,  (Mr.  P.;)  that 
the  menace  was  not  to  him. 

Mr.  GENTRY,  (in  his  seat.)  If  any  member 
has  been  menaced,  let  him  rise  and  state  the  fact 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  BAYLY  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  Could 
the  recital  of  fact,  upon  rumor,  that  a  member  of 
this  House  had  been  menaced,  make  it  a  question 
of  privilege?  If  any  member  of  this  House  was 
in  that  situation,  he  could  come  before  the  House 
and  state  the  fact,  and  ask  its  protection;  or,  if  he 
did  not  do  this,  soiTie  other  member  might  come 
here,  and  point  to  the  member  thus  menaced,  and 
thus  raise  the  question  of  privilege.  But  could  the 
mere  reference  to  a  vague  rumor,  when,  if  there 
was  any  foundation  for  it,  it  was  so  easy  to  re- 
duce it  to  certainty,  constitute  a  question  of  privi- 
lege? 

The  SPEAKER  remarked  that  this  question 
was  one  entirely  new;  but  tiiat  the  Parliamentary 
law  laid  down  expressly  that  "common  rumor'' 
was  sufficient  ground  for  action.  Moreover,  it 
was  well  understood  that  where  the  life,  or  person, 
or  liberty  of  a  member  was  menaced  in  any  way, 
it  was  a  proper  subject  to  be  acted  upon  by  the 
House.  The  case  was  on  record  where  a  member 
had  been  challenged  by  a  person  out  of  doors,  that 
the  House  had  considered  that  he  was  menaced, 
and  that  it  constituted  a  question  of  privilege. 

The  Chair  therefore  held,  upon  the  best  con- 
sideration he  could  give  the  question,  that  where 
an  allegation  was  made  that  the  life,  liberty,  or 
person  of  a  member  of  this  House  was  menaced, 
It  was  a  question  of  privilege,  in  regard  to  which 
any  member  ought  to  be  heard.  The  Chair  was 
of  opinion  that  the  House  might  very  well  call  for 
specifications;  and  if  such  specifications  were  not 
made,  it  would  be  sufficient  ground  for  the  House 
to  reject  it,  and  refuse  the  inquiry;  but  it  was  not 
sufficient  reason  for  the  Chair  to  rule  it  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  RHETT  (resuming)  said  he  had  no  doubt, 
if  any  member  of  the  House  was  menaced  for 
anything  he  had  done  or  said  on  this  floor,  that 
it  would  then  be  the  privilege  of  this  House  to 
interfere.  But  he  thought  the  Speaker,  on  re- 
flection, would  see  that  a  menace  either  of  the 
person  or  liberty  of  a  member  of  this  House  not 
connected  with  his  duties  here,  was  no  such  thing 
as  a  question  of  privilege.  Why,  if  he  should 
insult  a  man  in  the  street  and  he  was  likely  to  chas- 
tise him  for  it,  would  it  be  said  that  he  had  the 
privilege  to  come  and  demand  the  protection  of  this 
House  against  a  man  whom  he  had  already  insult- 
ed ?  He  asked,  because  a  man  was  a  member  of 
Congress,  could  he  be  privileged  from  the  ordinary 
responsibilities  of  a  man  and  a  gentleman  to  a  cit- 
zen  of  Washington?  Had  it  come  to  this,  that  a 
member  of  Congress  was  not  only  to  be  exempt 
from  any  personal  assault  or  menace  in  relation  to 
his  official  duties,  but  that  his  being  a  member  was 
to  be  a  screen  to  afford  him  protection,  whatever 
he  might  do  in  any  part  of  the  United  States? 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  interposed,  and  asked 
if  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  would  allow 
him  to  refer  to  the  Constitution  on  this  point?  The 
Constitution  provided  that — 

'•  The  Senators  and  Representatives"  "shall  in  all  cases, 
except  treason,  Iclony,  aiulhrcach  of  the  \)e;\cc, /'C  privilcgci 
from  iirreit  during  llieir  altendanceatlhe  session  of  their  re- 
spective Houses,  and  in  {{oing  to  or  returning  fromthesame; 
and  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  House  they  shall  not 
be  questioned  in  any  other  place." 

The  SPEAKER  wished,  before  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  proceeded,  to  be  allowed  to  i 


refer  to  Jefferson's  Manual,  from  which  he  pro- 
ceeded to  read  the  following,  among  other  pas- 
sages : 

"  So  far  there  will  probably  be  no  difference  of  opinion  as 
to  the  privileges  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress:  hut  in  the 
following  cases  it  is  otherwise  :  In  December,  1795,  the 
House  of  Representatives  committed  two  persons  of  the 
name  of  Randall  and  Whitney,  for  attempting  to  corrupt  the 
integrity  of  certain  members,  which  they  considered  as  a 
contempt  and  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House  ;  and  the 
facts  being  proved,  Whitney  was  detained  in  confinement  a 
fortnight,  ami  Randall  three  weeks,  and  was  reprimanded 
by  the  Speaker.  In  March,  1796,  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives voted  a  challeBge  given  to  a  member  of  their  House 
to  be  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the  House  ;  but  satisfac- 
tory apologies  and  acknowledgments  being  made,  no  further 
proceeding  was  had." 

Mr.  DUER  remarked,  that  as  they  were  dis- 
cussing the  question,  he  thought  it  well  that  they 
should  have  the  facts  before  them.  Now  they  had 
them  not.  He  therefore  suggested  that  the  gen- 
tleman or  gentlemen,  if  they  were  in  the  House, 
alluded  to,  who  had  been  menaced  or  in  any  way 
injured,  state  the  facts  of  the  case.  The  House 
could  then  determine  whether  it  was  a  question  of 
privilege  or  not. 

Mr.  RHETT  resumed.  The  House  were  all  per- 
fectly willing  and  ready  to  protect  a  memberagainst 
any  outrages  committed  upon  him  connected  with 
his  official  duties;  but  while  they  did  this,  they  had 
no  right  to  say  they  would  protect  a  man,  because 
he  happened  to  be  a  member  of  Congress,  in  agres- 
sions upon  the  rights  of  the  citizen  in  acts  no  way 
connected  with  his  duties  as  a  member. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  in- 
tended to  restrict  these  unlimited  privileges  of  Par- 
liamen^t.  They  knew  that  the  privileges  of  the 
British  Parliament  were  unlimited;  and  one  reason 
was,  that  they  never  knew  what  these  privileges 
were,  and  they  did  what  they  pleased.  According 
to  Mr.  Jefferson,  all  these  privileges  had  been  ex- 
ercised by  the  British  House  of  Commons;  but  not 
so  with  theCongress  of  the  United  States.  The 
clause  of  the  Constitution  read  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  was  a  restriction  on  the  general 
parliamentary  privileges  in  England.  Members 
of  Congress,  as  such,  had  only  these  privileges 
which  were  here  specified;  in  all  other  respects 
they  were  on  the  same  footing  of  other  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  Now,  if  a  member  rose  on 
this  floor  and  stated  that  for  anything  he  had  said 
or  done  on  this  floor  he  had  been  threatened  with 
violence,  he  (Mr.  R.)  would  move  for  his  protec- 
tion as  a  member  of  Congress;  but  for  anything 
further,  they  had  no  right  to  put  forth  the  arm  of 
this  Congress  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  any 
citizen  against  the  acts  of  any  other  citizen. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  point  of  order 
raised  had  been  decided  by  the  Chair,  and  debate 
could  not  properly  arise  until  an  appeal  had  been 
taken. 

There  were  two  questions  involved  in  the  point 
raised:  one  was,  whether  this  was  such  a  question 
of  privilege  that  the  House  would  see  fit  to  exer- 
cise its  authority  on  this  occasion,  and  make  any 
examination  into  the  facts  stated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts.  That  was  a  question  for  the 
House  to  decide,  and  not  for  the  Chair.  Upon 
debate  and  investigation  of  the  question,  the  House 
might  determine  that  it  would  not  proceed. 

The  question  for  the  Chair  to  decide  was,  whether, 
on  the  ■prima  facie  case  presented  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  it  was  such  a  question  of  privi- 
lege as  to  allow  it  to  come  before  the  House,  su- 
perseding other  matters,  in  order  that  the  House 
should  decide  whether  or  not  the  rights  of  a  mem- 
ber had  been  invaded.  The  decision  of  the  Chair 
simply  was,  that,  upon  the  facts  presented  by  the 
gentleman,  the  question  was  fairly  before  the  House 
for  their  decision. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  appealed  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair;  and  on  the  appeal  demanded  the 
previous  question,  which  was  not  seconded  by  the 
House. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  sustained  the  appeal  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  «nd  was  opposed  to  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  in  this  case,  upon  very  obvi- 
ous principles.  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, in  his  preamble  and  resolution,  did  not  aver 
that  any  member  of  this  House  had  been  called 
in  question  by  the  mob  or  anybody  else  for  any- 
thing uttered  or  done  in  this  House;  and  he  (Mr. 
T.)  held  that  the  Chair  erred  if  he  supposed  that 
this  House  had  the  right  or  authority  to  interfere 
generally  for  the  protection  of  members  m  any 
strait  they  might  get  into  out  of  doors,  discoii- 
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nected  with  their  official  duties.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  had  said  that  he  or  any  other 
member  had  l)eeii  called  in  question  by  any  person 
or  assemblage  for  the  discharge  of  his  official  duty, 
that  would  haVe  been  a  question  of  privilege,  and 
would  have  demanded  the  action  of  the  House. 
But  when  the  fact  was  presented  merely  that  a 
member  of  this  House  had  got  into- difficulty,  it 
was  not  a  question  of  privilege.  It  never  had  been 
held  so;  the  case  could  not  be  found  to  sustain  the 
position.  The  cases  referred  to  by  the  Chair  did 
not  support  it;  there  members  were  called  in  ques- 
tion, and  their  safety  menaced  for  action  in  this 
House;  and  the  rule  read  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll]  from  the  Con- 
stitution was  germane  to  this  class  of  cases.  Such 
was  not  the  case  before  them. 

He  had  no  disposition  to  shut  out  this  resolu- 
tion— not  the  least.  He  believed  the  time  had 
come,  and  he  was  ready  to  meet  it.  He  wanted 
the  question  settled.  If  crime — crime  against  the 
laws  of  this  District — if  moral  connivance  with 
felony  and  theft  was  to  be  vindicated,  let  the  ques- 
tion be  settled  before  the  American  people;  and 
they  would  be  ready  then  to  decide  the  right  of 
this  body  to  sit  within  this  District. 

Mr.  SIMS  said,  with  reference  to  the  decision 
of  the  Chair,  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Cliair  and  the  House  to  the  Manual  for  an  expo- 
sition of  the  Constitution,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson. After  citing  the  privileges  of  the  British 
Parliament,  as  laid  down  by  Blackstone,  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson said : 

"  It  \v;\<  probably  from  thi*  view  of  the  encroachina;  char- 
acter of  privilege,  tliat  tlie  fraiiiers  of  our  Constitution,  in 
their  care  to  provide  thai  the  laws  shall  bind  equally  on  all, 
and  especially  that  those  who  make  them  shall  not  exempt 
themselves  from  their  operation,  have  only  privileged  '  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives'  themselves  from  the  sin!;le  act  of 
'arre>l  in  all  cases,  except  treason,  tVlony,  and  breach  of  the 
peace,  during;  their  alteniiauce  at  the  session  of  their  respect- 
ive Houses,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  same, 
and  Iroin  being  questioned  in  anyother  place  for  any  speech 
or  debate  in  either  House.'  " 

He  read  further  extracts  in  that  connection,  and 
said,  while  the  two  cases  cited  by  the  Speaker 
were  correctly  stated,  they  did  not  apply  here;  but 
that  Mr.  Jefferson  himself,  on  the  contrary,  was 
expressly  arguing  that,  under  our  Constitution, 
the  privileges  of  members  of  Congress  only  ex- 
tended to  exemption  from  arrest. 

Mr.  WOODWARD  said,  the  privileges  of  Con- 
gress were  not  left  to  the  parliamentary  law.  The 
privileges  of  a  member  of  Congress  existed  by 
virtue  of  the  Constitution,  and  not  by  inference 
from  parliamentary  law.  They  existed  by  virtue 
of  the  Constitution,  and  to  no  greater  extent  than 
was  provided  for  by  that  instrument.  Those  privi- 
leges have  been  defined  to  be,  exemption  from 
arrest,  except  for  certain  defined  offences,  and 
nothing  more.  A  meml)er  was  not  accountable  else- 
where for  anything  said  in  debate  in  this  House, 
nor  for  afty  transaction  on  this  floor,  on  which  he 
sits  as  a  member.  But  it  appeared  to  him  that 
this  question  of  privilege  was  still  more  limited. 
How  was  the  House  to  exempt  and  protect  a  mem- 
ber? Was  it  meant  that  this  body  should  inter- 
fere judicially?  What  was  meant  was,  that  the 
member.^  of  this  House  should  be  protected  by 
law.  How  were  they  to  interfei-e  to  rescue  a  mem- 
ber from  arrest  in  the  District  of  Columbia?  By 
their  own  hands?  or  by  their  laws?  By  autho- 
rizing the  enactment  of  laws  which  should  protect 
him  Ml  the  enjoyment  of  his  rights,  did  it  mean  to 
vest  in  the  House  judicial  power  in  any  given  case, 
and  that  they  should  constitute  themselves  sheriff 
and  bailiff?  No;  it  meant  that  they  should  enact 
laws.  The  iirivileges  and  immimitics  of  members 
were  to  be  protected  by  laws,  just  as  the  privileges 
and  iinmunili<'.:{  of  other  men  were  protected — laws 
first  made,  and  then  executed  by  the  judicial 
power.  Against  the  violation  of  the  privileges  of 
a  member  of  Congress  there  was  no  defcn<:e,  ex- 
cept by  the  lei^al  authority  wliir.li  the  law-making 
power  ha.s  provided.  The  privileges  of  members 
of  Congress  were  pecuflar;  but  because  they  were 
so,  were  they  sacred  al)ove  the  privileges  of  other 
men?  Where  was  the  authority  for  asHumin" 
that  these  privileges  were  higher  than  the  privi^ 
leges  of  others?  There  was  none.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  privileges  of  each  member  as  a.  man 
were  as  sacred  as  any  special  privileges  they  poH- 
scH.sed.  Though  they  were  peculiar,  they  were  rij;hts 
not  more  sacred  than  others,  and  they  were  only 
protected  by  the  law.  if  a  member  should  slate 
that  he  had  been  assailed  hero  as  a  member  of  an 


organized  body,  it  would  be  an  assault  on  the 
whole  House,  and  he  conceived  that  the  House 
had  a  natural  right  to  defend  itself.  It  could,  by 
its  Sergeant-at-arms,  by  the  authority  of  the  Speak- 
er, or  without,  put  its  hand  on  the  offender;  but 
beyond  these  Halls  there  was  no  protection,  ex- 
cept such  as  was  afforded  by  the  laws  of  the  land, 
and  the  autuorities  constituted  to  adjudge  and  ad- 
minister those  laws. 

Why  was  it  that  a  District  was  provided  and  set 
apart  to  be  governed  by  the  legislation  of  this  body? 
If  this  body  could,  without  law,  or  by  an  ex  post 
facto  law  in  any  given  case,  adjudge  matters  of 
privilege,  and  execute  their  award  ofpunishment, 
independent  of  the  laws  enacted  under  the  Consti- 
tution, without  legal  authority  on  the  subject,  what 
was  the  use  of  the  District  of  Columbia  ?  Where, 
he  again  asked,  was  the  use  of  this  District?  It 
was  in  order  to  enable  Congress  to  protect  its  privi- 
leges by  the  enactment  of  the  necessary  laws.  For 
this  purpose,  thi.^  District  was  set  apart  and  placed 
under  the  legislation  of  Congress,  that  they  might 
be  able  to  adopt  laws  for  the  protection  of  all  their 
rights  as  an  organic  body.  Every  member  of  this 
body,  by  the  laws  which  Congress  was  authorized 
to  pass,  was  entitled  to  protection  from  arrest,  and 
he  was  not  to  be  held  responsible  for  any  words 
uttered  here  in  his  place  as  a  member;  but  words 
not  uttered  here  in  his  placCj  and  acts  not  done 
here,  were  not  words  uttered  and  acts  done  in  his 
capacity  as  a  member. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  R.  INGERSOLL  said  that  he 
had  not  distinctly  understood  the  language  of  the 
resolution,  but  if  it  proposed  to  raise  a  committee 
of  inquiry  and  investigation  upon  mere  rumor,  he 
should  be  disposed  .to  doubt  the  sufficiency  of  its 
foundation.  This  was,  however,  in  its  present 
stage,  a  question  of  order.  The  Chair  had  decided 
in  favor  of  the  right  to  make  a  motion  to  protect 
a  member  in  4hat  capacity  from  the  effect  of  sup- 
posed threats  of  external  violence.  It  was  a  privi- 
leged motion,  and  so  it  had  been  regarded  by  the 
Chair,  without  looking  beyond  the  motion  itself, 
and  anticipating  a  determination  upon  the  question 
of  privilege  which  might  afterwards  arise  for  the 
determination  of  the  House.  Mr.  I.  said  that  he 
considered  the  Speaker  altogether  right  in  the  decis- 
ion which  he  had  pronounced,  and  would  cheer- 
fully sustain  him  in  the  depending  appeal.  It 
sufficed,  for  present  purposes,  that  a  member  acting 
under  grave  responsibility, and  pledging  his  official 
character  for  the  information  he  conveys,  had  risen 
to  the  privileged  motion,  which,  upon  that  respon- 
sibility and  character,  ought  to  be  heard.  How 
it  should  be  decided  hereafter  was  quite  another 
thing. 

It  had  been  argued  that  the  power  of  this  House 
was  limited  upon  a  matter  of  this  sort  to  very  nar- 
row bounds.  The  Constitution,  it  was  thought, 
alone  defined  the  privilege  which  should  claim  its 
protection,  and  that  instrument  merely  declared 
that,  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  House  of 
Congress,  Senators  and  Representatives  should  not 
be  questioned  in  any  other  place.  Such,  as  he  had 
understood,  had  been  the  argument  of  his  friend 
from  Georgia  and  other  gentlemen;  and  even  then 
it  was  supposed  that  the  remedy  must  be  provided 
by  law.  jSfow,  (Mr.  I.  said,)  he  could  not,  by  si- 
lence, allow  even  a  presumed  acquiescence  in  these 
views.  He  thought  them  much  too  narrow.  A 
far  wider  extent  of  jui'isdiction  was  embraced  in 
the  character  of  the  assembly,  in  the  fundamental 
rules  of  its  existence,  and  in  the  sovereign  neces- 
sity and  duty  of  self-)ireservation,  which  every 
constituent  principle  of  continued  organization  im- 
plies. The  provision  of  the  Constitution  referred 
to  had  nothing  of  lawless  hostility,  any  more  than 
amicable  inquiry  in  view.  It  did  not  intend  to 
prohibit  a  question  for  information,  or  even  for  fair 
and  useful  discussion,  anywhere,  of  sentiments  ex- 
pressed on  this  floor.  In  that  sense  they  were  ques- 
tioned every  day,  at  home  and  abroad.  They  wercj, 
questioned  at  the  present  day,  and  they  would  be 
questioned  by  posterity.  Nor  did  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  mean  to  provide  by  this  sixth  sec- 
tion against  mere  intemperate  and  ruthless  outrage. 
They  knew  too  well  that  ab.stract  and  chartered 
rules  could  not  effect,  as  they  did  not  provide,  a 
punishment  for  evil-doers.  They  were  left  to  the 
municipal  regulations  of  the  land  as  the  proper 
restraints  for  all  l)ad  passions,  whether  excited  by 
personal  malignity  or  supposed  legislative  oppres- 
sion. The  whole  of  this  clause  of  the  sixth  section 
I  looked  to  proceedings  in  judgment,  as  they  were 


usually  termed.  It  exempted  members  of  Congress 
from  arrests,  which  were  measures  resorted  to  and 
exercised  only  by  color  of  law,  and  in  its  name. 
In  precisely  the  same  manner  it  placed  in  the  hands 
of  members  of  Congress  a  legal  justification,  a  plea 
in  bar,  to  any  and  every  complaint  before  a  court 
of  justice  for  speeches  or  debates  on  the  legislative 
floor.  For  such  speeches  or  debates  they  were  not 
to  be  questioned  in  any  other  place,  where  law  was 
respected  as  the  governing  principle.  The  only 
answer  to  be  given  to  such  questioning  was  spoken 
by  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  It  spoke  to  the 
courts  of  justice,  and  to  them  alone. 

In  this  view  it  would  be  readily  perceived  that  no 
constitutional  protection  whatever  was  afforded  in 
terms  against  mere  outrage.  It  was  not  to  be  ex- 
pected that  it  should  be.  It  would  be  to  speak  to 
the  roaring  waves,  and  expect  obedience.  It  would 
as  readily  be  perceived  that  mere  protection  for 
the  particular  act  of  speech  or  debate,  while  every 
other  possible  legislative  duty  was  left  naked  to 
attack,  would  be  a  feeble  exercise  of  parental  care. 
The  danger  from  legal  or  seemingly  legal  interfe- 
rence with  the  performance  of  Congi-essional  func- 
tions, would  consist  either  in  arrest  before  or  during 
the  exercise  of  them,  or  suit  for  slander  afterwards. 
To  both  the  Constitution  interposes  by  its  verbal 
but  inexorable  fiat  an  insuperable  bar.  Anything 
else  that  could  touch  a  member  to  the  interference 
with  his  legislative  rights  must  be  merely  lawless. 
No  possible  attempt  at  enumeration  could  cover  the 
infinite  variety  of  cases  that  might  occur.  They 
would  be  varied  and  multiplied  by  time  and  change 
of  circumstances.  They  were  left  for  efficient 
remedy  to  the  lapse  of  time  and  the  suggestion  of 
circumstances. 

Why  should  a  speech  delivered  be  the  subject  of 
protection  rather  than  a  speech  prevented  ?  If  you 
could  notice  by  the  power  of  this  House  an  unlawful 
attempt  to  rebuke  or  assault  a  member  for  the  just 
performance  of  his  duty,  why  should  yoH  not  with 
equal  rigor  restrain  and  prevent  disorderly  attempts 
to  overawe  and  restrain  him  from  pei forming  it 
at  all?  If,  for  example,  during  the  pendency  of  a 
question  of  interest,  crowds  of  uninformed  individ- 
uals determined  to  waylay  members  in  supposed 
opposition  to  their  wishes,  would  it  be  tolerated  that 
the  dignity  of  the  House  should  be  prostrated  and 
its  power  despised  and  trampled  under  foot  with 
entire  impunity?  Such  had  been  the  beginning  of 
revolution  in  almost  all  time,  when  legislation  had 
existed.  Had  the  mob  been  met,  with  Cromwell  at 
its  head,  before  it  entered  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  removed  that  bauble  from  the  Speaker's  chair, 
one  crowned  head  less  might  have  paid  the  forfeit 
of  unwise  scruples  and  unmanly  submission.  In 
quite  recent  days  the  avenues  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  on  the  memorable  occasion  of  the  Gtueen's 
trial,  were  filled  up  with  riotous  partisans,  who 
exacted  as  the  price  of  permission  to  pass  onward 
to  his  place  a  promise  of  obedience  or  a  token  of 
submission  from  the  most  distinguished  and  popu- 
lar of  the  peerage  of  the  realm.  It  would  not  be 
kind,  at  a  moment  of  sympathy  with  another  great 
nation,  to  dwell  upon  scenes  which  brought  on  one 
deadly  tumult  after  another  by  the  irruptions  of 
the  populace  into,  the  national  assemblies,  to  the 
subversion  of  monarchy  first,  and  pseudo-republi- 
canism afterwards. 

Such  occurrences  as  these  could  not  be  specifically 
guaidcd  against.  They  were  in  their  nature  irregu- 
lar, and  must  be  in  precise  detail  unforeseen.  Noth- 
ing could  guard  agains*  them  except  the  inherent 
principles  of  order  which  were  incident  to  every 
great  legislative  assembly.  The  power  to  make 
laws  carried  with  it  the  power  of  self-protection 
while  engaged  in  the  act,  or  taking  necessary  steps 
towards  it.  It  was  grossly  inconsistent  with  the 
character  of  this — which,  if  he  were  not  a  member 
of  it,  he  would  pronounce  an  august  assembly — to 
say  that  it  could  not  protect  itself,  much  more  to 
make  it  the  s[)ort  of  every  idle  person  who  might 
choose  to  interrupt  its  proceedings  or  wantonly  to 
insult  ils  dignity. 

Nothing  could  be  done  to  vindicate  the  honor  or 
maintain  the  necessary  power  of  the  House,  if  it 
be  turned  round  to  the  slow  necessity  of  enacting 
appropriate  laws.  The  fitting  remedy  was  a  sum- 
mary one.  The  evil  must  be  nipi)ed  in  ils  bud,  or  it 
would  grow  and  ripen  into  ]iernicrous  fruit.  Should 
these  doors  be  invaded,  and  an  armed  multitude 
stand  ready  to  cross  its  threshold,  and  hurl  you 
from  your  seat,  what  Justification  would  you  find 
for  yielding  up  your  place  in  the  supposed  com- 
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parison  of  advantages  of  putting  a  bill  through  all 
the  tedious  forms  of  legislation,  while  the  work  of 
mischief  was  in  fatal  activity,  destroying  at  once 
the  means  and  the  object  of  legislative  power? 
Your  Sergeant-at-Arms  would  be  ordered  to  his 
duty.  If  his  arm  were  too  weak,  the  whole  police 
of  the  well-governed  population  collected  at  the 
seat  of  Government  would  instantly  be  put  in  re- 
quisition; and  if  violence  still  should  grow  in  fury 
and  strength,  the  whole  power  of  the  District,  that 
virtuous  yeomanry  which  would  never,  if  properly 
invited,  falter  in  the  support  of  Heaven 's  first  law, 
would  rally  to  the  rescue.  There  was  no  danger 
from  external  fury  at  any  time  if  we  were  true  to 
ourselves.  This  was,  however,  but  a  discussion  of 
principles  which  were  at  the  first  impression  to  be 
vindiVated  without  any  danger,  he  confidently  trust- 
ed,  of  the  necessity  of  practical  exercise.  They  were 
principles  which,  unless  he  was  greatly  mistaken  in 
sudden  recollection,  would  be  found  fully  sustained 
by  the  great  constitutional  writers  of  our  country, 
and  by  solemn  adjudication  from  the  highest  judi- 
cial tribunal  of  the  land.  They  had  been  repeatedly 
recognized  and  acted  on  by  the  different  Houses  of 
Congress,  from  the  earliest  existence  of  the  Con- 
stitution; and,  if  public  rumor  be  true,  they  were 
now,  or  had  been  within  a  few  days,  in  active  and 
actual  exercise  at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  DUER  said  he  had  not  risen  to  argue  the 
question  involved  in  the  preamble  and  resolutions, 
but  simply  because  he  wished  the  House  to  under- 
stand them. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  rose  and  called 
upon  the  Speaker  to  require  gentlemen  to  take 
their  seats. 

The  SPEAKER  accordingly  desired  gentlemen 
who  were  standing  in  the  ai«les  and  the  area  of 
the  House  to  be  seated;  and  they  took  their  seats 
accordingly. 

Mr.  DUER  repeated  that  he  only  wished  to 
understand  the  preamble  and  resolution  himself, 
and  that  the  House  should  understand  what  the 
question  was  which  they  presented.  He  supposed 
the  privileges  mentioned  in  the  Constitution  were 
privileges  against  legal  and  judicial  interference 
with  the  rights  of  the  members  of  this  House. 
These,  he  presumed,  were  privileges  against  all 
sort  of  legal  interference;  but  the  preamble  and 
resolution  spoke  of  the  interposition  of  a  lawless 
mob.  He  spoke  not  from  any  personal  knowledge 
of  the  fact,  but  of  what  was  alleged  by  the  pream- 
ble, which  said  that  a  lawless  mob  had  threatened 
the  personal  safety  of  a  member  of  this  House; 
and  the  question  then  was,  whether  this  House 
had  not  the  right  to  interfere  to  protect  a  member 
on  taking  his  seat  here.  If  he  rightly  understood 
the  preamble  and  resolution,  that  was,the  question. 
It  was  a,  question  of  privilege  in  the  strict  terms  of 
the  Constitution.  Now,  if  the  member  of  this 
House  to  whom  allusion  was  made  had  not  com- 
mitted any  act  for  which  he  was  answerable  to  the 
laws,  should  a  lawless  mob  threaten  his  life,  and 
this  House  have  no  right  to  interfere?  ,  Had  they 
the  power  to  protect  themselves  in  their  seats  here 
for  a  moment?  Or  should  a  lawless  mob  be  per- 
mitted to  surround  them  and  prevent  their  coming 
to  take  their  seats?  If  that  really  were  the  ques- 
tion, it  seemed  to  him  to  be  a  question  which  he 
did  not  mean  to  discuss  here  or  anywhere  else.  If 
such  a  case  arose,  it  was  not  a  question  for  discus- 
sion ,  and  he  therefore  again  asked  gentlemen  if  that 
was  the  question  ?  He  hoped  the  House  would  not 
go  astray  on  this  great  question. 

Mr.  BEDINGER  begged  leave  to  state  to  the  gen- 
tleman who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  that  he  under- 
stood the  preamble  and  resolution  very  differently 
from  the  understanding  of  that  gentleman.  The 
preamble  did  not  state — it  had  not  the  hardihood 
to  slate — that  a  lawless  mob  had  actually  threat- 
ened any  member  of  this  House;  but  it  stated  that 
common  rumor,  with  her  thousand  lying  tongues, 
speaking  at  second  hand  through  a  member  of  this 
House,  had  made  that  assertion.  Here  they  were 
asked  to  rely  on  faithless  reports  that  were  circu- 
lated by  common  rumor.  What  right  had  they 
to  interfere  with,  or  be  influenced  by,  common 
rumor?  Were  they  sent  here  for  that  purpose?  If 
they  were  thus  to  be  influenced ,  how  many  common 
rumors  would  there  not  be  daily  to  interfere  with 
the  business  of  this  House?  He  remembered  but 
a  solitary  instance  of  this  sort  in  the  course  of  his 
reading,  and  he  knew  not  that  he  could  give  all 
the  circumstances  of  that  case  with  accuracy.  He 
alluded  to  the  case  of  John  Randolph,  of  Virginia, 


a  member  of  one  of  the  first  Congresses  of  this 
Union.  Mr.  Randolph  was  in  a  theatre  in  Phila- 
delphia, when  Congress  met  in  that  city,  and  there 
he  was  insulted  and  assaulted  by  an  officer  in  the 
service'of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Randolph  was 
grossly  outraged;  he  was  taken  by  the  hair  of  his 
head  and  violently  assaulted;  and  yet  it  would  be 
found,  in  Sawyer's  Life  of  Randolph,  that  the 
House  decided  that  it  could  do  nothing  in  the  that- 
ter.  An  appeal  was  made  to  the  President,  and 
even  there  Mr.  Randolph  found  no  remedy.  This 
was  a  case  the  facts  of  which  were  well  established; 
but  now  the  House  was  called  upon  to  act  on  mere 
common  rumor. 

Mr.  GAYLE  rose  and  said  he  did  not  desire  to 
discuss  the  question  before  the  House;  his  main 
purpose  was  to  ascertain  the  precise  question  now 
submitted  to  the  House.  A  complaint  was  made 
by  a  member  of  this  House,  that  according  to 
rumor,  the  safety  of  a  member  of  this  House  had 
been  menaced  by  individuals,  or  a  mob,  and  there 
it  stopped.  It  was  said  that  a  mob,  or  individuals, 
had  threatened  somebody.  Now,  who  was  that 
somebody?  He  was  a  member  of  this  House,  and 
therefore  it  was  contended  by  gentlemen,  that  if 
there  was  a  threat  against  a  member  of  this  House, 
no  matter  what  provoked  it,  this  House  had  juris- 
diction in  the  case,  and  could  call  the  offending 
parties  before  it.  That  was  the  question  submitted 
for  their  consideration.  Now,  he  had  always  un- 
derstood, when  a  man  came  with  any  complaint 
whatever,  either  to  a  legislative  assembly  or  a  court 
of  justice,  his  complaint  must  contain  such  facts 
as,  if  true,  would  enable  the  court  or  the  House  to 
inflict  punishment.  Well,  then,  suppose,  in  this 
case,  some  one  had  menaced  the  safety  of  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  did  it  follow  that  that  menace 
had  resulted  from  any  part  of  such  member's  legis- 
lative conduct?  By  no  means.  The  inference  was 
very  strong  the  other  way;  for  if  it  had  arisen  out 
of  anything  said  on  this  floor,  nothing  would  have 
been  easier  than  for  the  gentleman  to  have  inserted 
it.  If  this  Elouse  should  decide  this  question  ac- 
cording to  the  views  of  the  gentlemen  from  Penn- 
sylvania and  New  York,  [Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll 
and'  Mr.  Duer,]  it  would  give  license  to  every 
member  to  go  out  and  commit  what  depredation  he 
pleased.  A  member  of  this  House  might  go  out 
into  the  city  of  Washington  and  assail  any  man  in 
the  community,  whether  provoked  or  unprovoked, 
and  then  come  back  and  complain  to  the  House — 
not  stating  the  facts,  not  stating  that  the  man  against 
whom  complaint  was  made  had  been  assailed,  but 
simply  making  a  complaint;  would  that  give  the 
House  jurisdiction  ?  Yet  such  was  the  position 
assumed  in  this  House. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  did  not  agree  with  the 
suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  nor 
had  he  ever  pretended  that  there  was  any  right  on 
the  part  of  this  House  to  interpose,  unless  some  of 
its  rights  were  endangered;  and  then  by  analogy, 
he  believed  the  House  could  proceed  as  in  the 
courts  of  justice,  with  which  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  was  familiar.  The  courts  had  always 
power  to  take  into  their  own  hands  the  assertion 
and  vindication  of  their  own  dignity,  whenever  as- 
sailed before  the  court,  or  by  waylaying  witnesses, 
or  counsel,  or  judges,  or  by  publications  that  were 
calculated  to  interfere  with  the  administration  of 
justice. 

Mr.  GAYLE  concurred  with  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  in  the  cases  which  he  had  stated. 
If  a  witness  or  a  suitor  in  a  court  was  waylaid  so 
that  he  was  prevented  attending  the  court,  it  would 
be  competent  for  the  court  to  interfere.  But  when 
the  complaint  was  made,  it  was  for  the  witness  or 
the  suitor  to  state  to  the  court  that  he  had  been 
waylaid  so  as  to  prevent  his  attendance  on  the 
court.  But  did  this  complaint  state  that  anything 
had  been  done  either  for  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing the  attendance  of  a  member  of  this  House,  or 
in  consequence  of  anything  he  had  done  in  this 
House?  No.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll]  did  not  mean  to  go  so  far 
in  the  cases  he  had  cited,  but  he  meant  to  sustain 
the  pending  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  Palfrey,]  and  that  was  what  he 
(Mr.  G.)  had  stated.  Tliis  was  simply  a  complaint 
predicated  on  rumor  that  a  mob  or  individuals  had 
threatened  the  safety  of  a  member  of  this  House. 
And  for  what  had  this  been  done?  It  was  for  the 
meml)er  making  the  complaint  to  state  it.  He 
understood  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was 
eminent  in  the  legal  profession;  did  he  not  then 


know  that  when  he  made  such  a  complaint  he 
must  set  forth  the  facts  of  the  case?  What  was 
the  object  of  such  an  inquiry,  if  it  was  not  that  the 
truth  of  the  facts  should  be  inquired  into?  Sup- 
pose on  such  a  complaint  a  committee  should  be 
appointed,  and  it  should  be  confined  simply  to  the 
complaint,  and  a  report  should  be  made  in  con- 
formity therewith,  what  then?  It  would  report 
that  a  certain  member  of  this  House  (A  B)  had 
been  threatened  by  a  mob  or  by  individuals,  but 
no  facts  would  be  set  forth, and  hence,  he  repeated, 
the  adoption  of  this  resolution  would  be  a  license, 
to  members  of  this  House  to  commit  whatever 
depredations  they  saw  fit.  Suppose  he  found  a 
man  endeavoring  to  entice  away  his  slaves,  and  he 
kicked  that  man  from  his  premises,  and  it  turned 
out  that  that  man  was  a  member  of  Congress,  and 
that  he  should  ask  this  House  to  inflict  punish- 
ment for  the  assault :  if  such  a  case  should  occur, 
a  question  would  come  before  this  House  which  to 
this  day  had  not  been  heard  of,  and  he  hoped  and 
trusted  would  not  arise. 

Mr.  INGE  said  it  was  manifestly  proper,  in 
order  to  a  right  discussion  of  the  question  before 
the  House,  that  it  should  be  in  possession  of  a 
definite  knowledge  of  the  facts. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  here  interposed,  and  said,  that 
if  the  gentleman  would  yield  the  floor,  he  would 
state  some  of  the  facts  of  the  case. 

The  CHAIR  observed,  that  there  was  no  ques- 
tion before  the  House  in  relation  to  the  merits  of 
the  resolution,  nor  as  to  whether  the  facts  were 
such  as  to' justify  the  allegations  stated  in  it.  A 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  stated  in  his 
place  that  a  member  of  the  House  had  been  men- 
aced, and  his  attendance  in  the  House  endangered 
by  a  mob;  and  he  claimed  a  hearing,  that  the 
House  might  see  whether  facts  justified  the  rumor 
he  had  heard;  and  if  they  did,  whether  they  were 
such  as  furnished  ground  of  proceedings  or  not. 
The  Chair  had  decided  that  such  allegation  having 
been  made,  it  raised  a  privileged  question.  He 
had  so  decided,  in  order  that,  if  the  privileges  of 
the  House  were  to  be  drawn  into  doubt,  it  should 
be  by  the  House  itself,  and  not  by  the  Speaker. 
And  that  was  now  the  issue.  Did  such  allegation, 
of  itself,  present  a  privileged  question? 

Mr.  HARALSON  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether 
the  preamble  to  the  resolution  might  not  and  ought 
not  to  be  inquired  into,  with  the  view  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  the  facts  stated  therein  were  such  as 
made  a  privileged  question  or  a  question  of  privi- 
lege. He  proposed  to  make  some  remarks  on  that 
subject. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was- clearly  the  right  of 
the  House  to  do  so;  and  so  the  Chair  had  ruled. 
It  had  decided  that  the  allegation  of  a  member 
brought  the  question  up  at  once,  and  then  it  would 
be  the  province  of  the  House  itself  to  determine 
whether  its  privileges  had  be^n  violated  or  not.  It 
was  from  this  decision  that  an  appeal  had  been 
taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Brodhead.] 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  his  judgment  accorded 
with  that  of  the  Speaker,  and  he  was  desirous  of 
stating  some  facts  to  the  House. 

Mr.  INGE  (who  still  retained  the  floor)  went 
on  to  remark  that  the  appeal  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  arose  from  the  allegations  contained 
in  the  preamble  to  the  resolution;  and  no  state- 
ment of  facts  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  could 
vary  the  question.  Mr.  I.  was,  however,  very 
willing  to  hear  what  the  gentleman  had  to  say. 
He  wished,  for  one,  to  know  what  threats  the  pre- 
amble of  the  resolution  referred  to,  and  also  what 
provocation  (if  any)  had  elicited  the  threats  utter- 
ed. If  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  the  individ- 
ual who  had  been  menaced,  let  him  get  up  and 
say  so. 

The  CHAIR  ruled,  that  until  the  question  on 
the  appeal  had  been  decided,  no  other  question 
would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  expressed  a  great  desire  to  get 
the  floor. 

Several  other  gentlemen  were  on  their  feet,  and 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  sensation  in  the  House. 

Mr.  BOYD  wished  to  understand  the  decision 
appealed  from.  As  he  understood  it,  a  gentleman 
had  offered  a  resolution,  the  preamble  to  which 
stated  that  it  was  rumored  that  a  member  of  the 
House  had  been  menaced,  and  the  Chair  had  de- 
cided that  to  be  a  question  of  privilege. 

The  CHAIR  corrected  Mr.  B.  What  the  Chair 
had  decided  was,  that  the  inquiry  proposed  by  the 
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resolution  was  a  privileged  question.  When  it 
was  received  as  such,  tlien  it  would  be  competent 
for  the  House  itself,  and  not  for  the  Speaker,  to 
decide  whether  its  privileges  had  been  violated  or 
not. 

Mr.  INGE  proceeded  to  say  that  he  regretted 
very  much  that  the  House  could  not  have  the  state- 
ment of  facts  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had 
been  about  to  submit.  Under  the  circumstances, 
they  would  be  interesting.  Mr.  I.  was  in  favor  of 
any  course  which  went  to  vindicate  the  rights  of 
that  body,  or  of  any  member  of  it.  He  was  pre- 
pared to  assert  them  to  the  whole  extent  laid  down 
by  the  Constitution,  and  as  the  Constitution  went 
to  restrict  the  parliamentary  law.  But  they  were 
now  acting  in  the  dark.  Here  was  a  proposition 
submitted  to  the  House  for  the  raising  of  a  com- 
mittee, and  no  facts  on  which  to  form  an  opinion 
whether  any  committee  was  necessary.  They 
knew,  indeed,  that  within  a  few  days  past,  the 
rights  of  individuals  had  been  assailed  in  this  Dis- 
trict, and  an  insidious  attempt  made  to  attack  the 
property  held  by  them  under  the  guarantee  of  the 
Constitution.  But  there  was  no  proof  before  the 
House  that  any  member  of  Congress  had  been 
connected  witli  it  in  any  wc\y.  The  resolution 
stated  that  a  rumor  existed  that  a  member  of  the 
House  had  been  menaced,  and  it  proposed,  in  con- 
sequence of  this  rumor,  that  a  committee  of  in- 
quiry be  raised.  Mr.  1.  wanted  to  know  what 
lads  there  were  to  justify  the  action  of  the  House, 
or  to  raise  a  question  of  privilege  demanding  its 
interference?  A  question  of  privilege  extended  to 
cases  not  jirovided  for  by  the  law.  The  privilege 
of  a  member  was  something  which  the  Constitu- 
tion conferred  upon  him,  but  which  was  not  con- 
ferred by  law  upon  others.  The  resolution  referred 
to  the  ru-niored  action  of  a  "  lawless  mob."  Now, 
there  we're  laws  in  this  District  for  the  suppression 
of  mobs;  and,  if  that  was  true,  then  the  facts  raised 
no  question  of  privilege  at  ail.  Tiie  privilege  of 
a  member  was  something  over  and  above  what 
was  the  right  of  other  citizens.  But  the  law  in 
this  District  was  sufficient  to  put  down  a  mob,  if 
any  sucli  thing  existed;  but  it  was  Mr.  I. 's  opinion 
that  there  was  no  mob,  and  had  been  none.  But 
granting  there  was,  if  the  laws  were  sufficient  to 
protect  the  personal  safety  of  a  member,  there  was 
no  cause  for  the  House  exercising  any  extraordi- 
nary powers  in  the  matter.  Besides,  by  attempt- 
ing to  interfere  in  this  affair,  the  House  might 
possibly  involve  itself  in  difficulty.  It  was  possi- 
ble that  the  House  might  fix  a  reproach  on  itself 
through  some  of  its  members.  It  might  be  that 
the  member  alleged  to  have  been  threatened  had 
placed  himself  in  a  condition  calculated  to  excite 
the  public  indignation.  If  it  was  true  that  illicit 
efforts  had  been  made  by  kidnappers  now  in  cus- 
tody for  the  perpetration  of  a  felony,  then  those 
who  made  them  were  accessories  after  the  fact  to 
a  felony,  and  had  no  right  to  claim  the  protection 
of  the  House.  Mr.  1.  repeated  his  regret  that  the 
House  could  not  have  the  facts  before  it. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
House  lost  sight  of  the  just  distinction  stated  by 
the  Chair  between  a  question  of  privilege  and  a 
privileged  question.  The  Chair  decided  that  this 
was  a  privileged  question;  that  is,  that  it  was  a 
question  which  had  a  right  to  be  heard  at  once  in 
preference  to  every  other.  As  soon  as  it  was  be- 
fore the  House,  ihen  arose  the  question  of  privi- 
lege, viz:  the  question  whether  the  privileges  of  a 
member  had  been  violated.  The  decision  of  the 
Speaker  that  this  was  a  privileged  question,  and 
as  such  had  aright  at  once  to  be  heard,  decided 
nothing  as  to  the  question  of  the  violation  of  privi- 
lege. It  did  not  settle  what  were  and  what  were 
not  the  rights  of  that  body.  That  was  a  matter 
for  the  House  itself  to  decide.  The  House  could 
not  pcrnriit  such  n  question  as  that  to  be  settled  by 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  V.  said  he  should  deliberate  long,  very 
long,  before  he  would  vole  a  committee  on  mere 
vague  common  rumor;  he  should  deliberate  still 
longer  before,  on  the  ground  of  such  rumor  he 
would  declare  that  the  privileges  of  the  House  had 
been  violated.  Nor  would  he  consent  u>  let  the 
Chair  decide  that  question.  He  thought  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  had  been  right.  This  was  a 
privileged  question;  it  was  brought  forward  ns 
such.  When  it  came  up  for  discus.sion  before  the 
House,  then,  and  tiot  till  then,  arose  the  greatand 
often  dilllcult  and  very  delicate  nuestion  whether 
any  act  had  been  done  which  anecled  the  liberty 


of  members  of  that  House  and  the  liberty  of  the 
people. 

Mr.  HARALSON  wished  to  submit  a  few  re- 
marks in  comparison  of  the  declarations  of  the 
preamble  of  the  resolutions  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Palfrey,]  and 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales,  aigl  he  should 
do  this  with  a  view  to  demonstrate  that  this  was 
neither  a  question  of  [irivilc-ge  nor  a  privileged 
question.  For  the  better  accomplishment  of  his 
object,  he  would  read  both  a  portion  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  preamble  of  the  resolution.  Mr. 
H.  then  read  from  section  six  of  article  one: 

"Tliey  [I.  e.  memlieri-  ot  both  Houses]  shall  in  all  cases, 
except  treason,  It'ldiiy,  aiul  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privi- 
leged from  arrest  diiriiii;  their  attendance  at  the  session  of 
their  respective  Hou>es,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from 
the  same;  and  for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  House 
they  shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place." 

"They  shall  be  fi'ee  from  arrest,"  i.  e.  by  the 
laws  of  the  land,  under  legal  process,  as  for  debt, 
&c.  Now,  It  had  not  been  shown  by  the  pream- 
ble of  the  resolution  that  any  such  arrest  had  been 
made  or  attempted.  What  were  the  facts  set  forth  j 
in  the  preamble  ? 

"  Whereas  common  report  has  represented  to  members  | 
of  this  Hou^e  that  a  la\^ie^s  mob  has  as^emblcd  within  liie 
District  of  Colunil)ia  on  each  of  the  two  nights  last  past,  and 
lias  committed  act^  of  violence,  setting  at  defiance  the  laws 
and  constituted  authorities  of  the  United  Stales,  and  men- 
acing individuals  of  this  body  and  other  persons  residing  in 
this  city." 

By  common  report !  Why,  common  report 
might  have  assumed  a  thousand  different  shapes  as 
to  the  facts,  and  put  a  thousand  varying  phases 
upon  such  facts  as  had  occurred.  It  was  said  that 
members  of  the  House  had  been  concerned  in  what 
had  caused  the  riots  or  disturbances  in  the  city. 
Mr.  H.  did  not  vouch  for  the  truth  of  such  a  report; 
but  such  was  the  report.  He  did  not  mention  this 
as  fact,  but  he  mentioned  it  to  expose  the  folly  of 
instituting  solemn  investigation  by  committees  of 
that  House  on  every  floating  rumor  that  filled  the 
air.  'I'he  House  was  asked,  on  a  mere  floating 
report,  to  say  there  had  been  a  breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  this  House.  Mr.  H.  trusted  the  time  had 
not  come  when  the  House  would  be  guilty  of  any 
such  folly. 

If  the  privileges  of  a  member  of  this  House,  as 
stated  in  the  Constitution,  have  been  assailed  and 
violated,  and  a  member  would  rise  in  his  place  and 
make  that  statement,  or  submit  it  in  writing,  that 
he  had  been  arrested,  and  violently  prevented  from 
attending  the  sitting  of  the  House,  for  alleged 
ott'eiices  other  than  those  excepted  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  had  resorted  to  the  law  for  relief  without 
success,  it  might  become  a  question  whether  the 
House  would  even  then  have  the  power  to  inter- 
pose its  authority  to  investigate  the  matter.  Even 
then  it  would  be  questionable  whether  this  House 
could  exercise  such  powers;  but  it  certainly  could 
not  upon  the  statement  now  made  to  the  House — 
a  statement  insufficient  in  itself,  and  founded  on 
mere  rumor. 

The  preamble  says:  "  a  lawless  mob  hasassem- 
'  bled  wiihiii  the  District  of  Columbia  on  each  of 
'  the  two  nights  last  pasi,  and  has  committed  acts 
'  of  violence,  setting  at  defiance  the  laws  and  coii- 
'  stituted  authorities  of  the  United  States,  and  men- 
'  acing  individuals  of  this  body."  Tliis  last  clause 
was  all  that  related  to  members  of  the  House. 
Now,  supposing  it  were  as  rumored,  he  would  ask 
gentlemen  to  look  at  the  clause  of  the  Constitution 
which  he  had  read,  and  which  contained  all  that 
related  to  the  privileges  of  members  of  Congress, 
and  see  whether  a  menace  was  held  to  be  a  breach 
of  privilege.  It  was  presumed, and  Mr.  H.  believed 
generally  with  truth,  that  members  of  Congress 
were  orderly  in  their  deportment  and  submissiveto 
the  laws:  if  one  of  them  was  improperly  menaced, 
there  were  laws  in  this  District  which  would  abun- 
dantly protect  him;  if  any  undue  menace  had  been 
addressed  to  a  inembei,  he  could  appeal  to  the  law 
and  get  ample  redress.  But  if  redress  were  rel'used 
him,  then  it  would  be  time  for  him  to  invoke  the 
protection  of  the  House.  If  he  had  been  interrupted 
in  his  attendance  and  prevented  from  discharging 
his  official  duty,  let  that  fact  be  made  to  appear, 
and  it  might  be  very  proper  for  the  House  to  in- 
quire into  the  case,  but  not  on  )»ie>'e  vague  rumor. 

The  resolution  went  further:  it  said  thatnotoiily 
members  of  Congress  but  other  citizens  had  been 
menaced;  soa'umor  said.  If  any  investigation  was 
to  be  had  at  all,  might  it  not  be  more  proper  to 
inquire  who  liail  interfered  with  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  iho  District  of  Columbia;  and  whether 


members  of  the  House  had  not  had  a  hand  in  de- 
priving them  of  their  constitutional  rights? 

Mr.  PALFREY  here  interposed  to  say,  that  jf 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  would  introduce  such 
a  provision  by  way  of  amendment,  Mr.  P.  would 
accept  it  as  a  modification. 

Mr.  HARALSON.  I  am  father  to  no  such 
paper  as  this  offered  by  the  member  from  Massa- 
chusetts. I  charge  myself  with  the  guardianship 
only  of  my  own  children.  I  do  not  know  that 
the  rumor  is  true.  I  mention  it  as  but  one  of  the 
thousand  rumors  that  prevail  without  any  founda- 
tion, so  far  as  I  know.  I  have  spoken  with  the 
view  to  show  the  folly  of  acting  as  proposed,  until 
there  is  a  specific  charge  made  by  some  member  of 
the  House — a  specific  charge  of  violation  of  privi- 
lege, as  defined  in  the  Constitution.  If  a  member 
of  that  body,  in  the  streets  of  this  city,  violated 
the  law — was  found  in  the  violation  of  the  pri- 
vate right  of  some  of  the  people  of  this  District, 
and  should  meet  with  a  sudden  and  summary  pun- 
ishment at  the  hands  of  the  party  injured,  I  im- 
agine it  would  hardly  be  considered  a  violation  of 
the  privilege  of  the  member.  His  difficulty  would 
in  nowise  connect  itself  with  his  duty  on  this 
floor.  The  House  would  render  itself  ridiculous, 
and  incur  the  public  contempt  by  attempting  to  in- 
terfere. Much  more  ridiculous  would  it  be  for  the 
House  to  institute  an  inquiry  upon  the  bare  allega- 
tion of  a  menace  towards  one  of  its  members.  If 
there  was  no  law  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or 
no  court  to  enforce  any,  then,  indeed,  it  might  be 
proper  for  the  House  to  inquire  and  act  for  the 
protection  of  its  own  members.  But  there  was  law 
in  the  District,  and  there  were  judges  and  juries. 
Let  the  threatened  member  a[>peal  to  them.  There 
was  no  proof  that  the  privilege  of  any  member  had 
been  violated. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  said  it  w.iis  important  that 
the  precise  question  should  be  understood.  He 
had  understood  the  Speaker  to  decide  that  there 
was  sufficient  matter  on  the  face  of  the  paper  pre- 
sented by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  to 
authorize  him  to  declare  its  presentation  to  be  a 
privileged  question.  He  was  fully  aware  of  the 
distinction  between  a  question  of  privilege  'and 
a  privileged  question,  as  taken  by  the  Speaker, 
and  commented  upon  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Vinton;]  and  while  lie  fully  admit- 
ted that  distinction,  he  was  equally  clear  in  the 
opinion,  with  great  deference  to  the  uniform  cor- 
rectness of  the  Chair,  that  in  this  question  the 
opinion  of  the  Chair  was  wrong.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
maintained  there  ought  to  appear  on  the  face  of 
the  paper  sufficient  distinct  matter,  sufficient  spe- 
cific charges — that  some  specific  fact,  or  some  spe- 
cific person,  ought  to  be  named,  to  authorize  the 
Speaker  to  declare  its  presentation  to  be  a  privi- 
leged question.  He  would  venture  to  declare  that 
they  might  search  the  whole  Parliamentary  rec- 
ords of  England  and  this  country,  and  they  could 
not  find  a  single  case  where  the  Speaker  had  de- 
cided it  to  be  a  privileged  question  without  such 
specification. 

The  SPEAKER  wished  to  be  allowed  to  call  die 
attention  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  to 
the  fact,  that  the  Manual  said  that  "  common  fame 
is  good  ground  for  the  House  to  proceed  to  inquire 
or  even  to" #  *  *  » 

Mr.  BARRINGER  replied,  undoubtedly;  but 
that  did  not  reach  the  case.  Common  fame  must 
assert  that  the  safety  of  some  member  of  the  House, 
designating  him  by  name,  was  menaced,  or  must 
designate  some  particular  fact.  There  was  no  such 
designation  or  specification  here.  By  way  of  illus- 
tration, suppose  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  that  this 
was  a  privileged  question  was  sustained  by  the 
House,  and  the  House  decided  to  pass  the  resolu- 
tion— what  a  vague,  indefinite  inquiry,  implicating 
the  conduct  of  every  member  of  this  House,  would 
they  not  be  thrust  into  at  once. 

Another  ground  on  which,  with  great  respect, 
he  thought  the  Chair  in  error,  was,  that  the  resolu- 
tion contained  other  matters  beside  those  relating 
to  the  personal  safety  of  members  of  this  House. 
It  is  proposed  to  take  into  consideration  the  expe- 
diency of  passing  general  laws  for  the  safely  of 
members  of  this  House.  A  proposition  like  this 
to  legislate  generally  could  not  certainly  be  con- 
sidered n  privileged  question  to  (luthorize  its  pre- 
sentation at  any  time  to  override  other  business. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  considered  the  question  now 
before  the  House  simply  one  of  order.  The  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  had  stated  perhaps  what 


1848. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


653 


was  true  in  this  case,  that  no  precedent  could  be 
found  in  the  parliamentary  history  either  of  England 
or  this  country,  where  tlie  House  had  acted  upon 
such  a  question,  unless  some  particular  individual 
or  fact  were  specified.  But  this,  it  seemed  to  him, 
would  be  a  very  good  argument  against  the  pas- 
sage of  the  resolution,  but,  he  submitted  to  the 
good  sense  of  the  House,  was  not  pertinent  to  tiie 
question  of  order. 

So  far  as  the  merits  of  this  case  were  concerned, 
he  fully  concurred  with  both  his  colleagues  who 
had  spoken  upon  the  point  of  order,  [iVlessrs. 
Toombs  aivd  Haralson,]  that  the  question  was  not 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  menace,  as  to  the  character 
of  the  mob,  as  to  the  parties  who  participated' in 
it,  as  to  the  justification  of  the  mob.  If  those 
questions  were  before  the  House,  he  might  be  pre- 
pared, before  the  House  and  before  the  country, 
to  justify  it:  so  far  as  rumor  was  concerned,  he 
averred  he  was  prepared  to  justify  it  to  the  fullest 
extent.  But  that  was  not  the  question  nosv,  nor 
did  he  understand  the  Chair  as  having  decided  any 
question  involved,  oreveJi  bearing  upon  the  merits 
of  that  question. 

In  i-eply  to  inquiries  proposed  successively  by 
Mr.  Barringer  and  Mr.  Gayle,  and  in  further 
brief  remarks,  Mr.  STEPHENS  sustained  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  and  argued  that  upon  the 
presentation  of  the  paper  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  it  was  the  province  of  the  House, 
and  not  of  the  Speaker,  to  decide  whether  it  was 
n  question  of  privilege.  If,  upon  an  investigation 
of  the  case,  there  should  be  a  failure  to  specify 
persons  and  facts,  the  House  might  lay  it  on  the 
table  or  otherwise  dismiss  it,  as  they  saw  fit.  He 
wished  an  investigation.  If  rumor,  with  her  thou- 
sand tongues,  were  true,  he  believed  that  mem- 
bers of  this  House  were  implicated  in  violation  of 
the  law-: — so  deeply  implicated  as  parties  to  theft 
and  felony,  that  they  should  be  expelled  from  this 
floor.  He  was  not  only  for  the  investigation,  but, 
if  the  rumors  proved  to  be  true,  he  should  go  for 
ihe  expulsion  of  the  member  or  members  impli- 
cated. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  after  some  conversation 
with  the  SPEAKER  as  to  the  precise  nature  of 
his  decision,  appealed  to  Mr.  Brodhead  to  with- 
draw his  appeal,  that  the  question  might  come  at 
once  before  the  House,  that  the  House  might  de- 
cide, under  the  intimation  of  the  Speaker,  whether 
this  was  a  question  of  privilege  or  not. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  replied,  that  he  had  taken  an 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  because  the 
preamble  and  resolution  presented  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  did  not  make  such  a  case 
as  required  the  intervention  of  this  House,  and  did 
not  amount  to  a  privileged  question,  or  a  question  of 
privilege.  He  therefore  must  insist  on  his  appeal. 
Mr.  COBB  intimated  his  intention,  then,  to 
move  the  previous  question,  that  the  House  might 
dispose  of  the  appeal  and  come  to  the  question 
raised  by  the  resolution;  but  waived,  and  finally 
withdrew,  the  motion,  in  accordance  with  what 
seemed  to  be  the  wishes  of  the  House. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  Mr.  COBB 
and  the  SPEAKER,  in  which 

Mr.  COBB  stated  the  point  on  which  he  differed 
from  the  decision,  and  should  sustain  the  appeal  if 
pressed  to  a  vote;  and 

The  SPEAKER  repeated,  that  if  a  member  rose 
and  stated  a  breach  of  privilege  committed  upon 
himself  or  a  fellow-member,  whether  arising  upon 
facts  within  his  own  knowledge  or  reaching  him 
by  rumor,  whether  growing  out  of  debate  in  this 
House  or  of  circumstances  which  happened  one 
thousand  miles  distant,  the  Chair  decided  that, 
upon  the  allegation  being  made,  it  was  for  the 
House  to  take  up  the  question  and  determine 
whether  such  a  breach  of  privilege  had  occurred 
as  to  require  its  interposition,  and  whether  there 
was  sufficient  ground  for  its  being  entertained  as  a 
question  of  j)rivilege. 

Mr.  MEADE  said  the  question  had  not  yet,  in 
his  opinion,  been  correctly  stated.  He  acknowl- 
edged the  distinction  drawn  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [iMr.  Vinton]  between  a  privileged  question 
and  a  question  of  privilege.  When  a  member  rose 
to  a  privileged  question,  the  Speaker  was  bound  to 
hear  his  motion,  and  when  that  motion  was  made 
the  Speaker  must  decide  whether  it  was  in  order. 
Its  being  in  order  depended  on  the  fact  whether  or 
not  it  were  a  question  involving  the  privileges  of 
members  of  the  House.  And  the  S|)eaker  must 
necessarily  dstermine  for  himself  whether  it  be 


such  a  question.  He  must  decide  in  order  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  business.  If  it  should  not  be  a  ques- 
tion of  privilege,  then  it  was  out  of  order,  and  the 
Speaker  must  say  so.  If  he  received  the  motion, 
then  he  virtually  decided  that  it  was  a  question  of 
privilege,  and  therefore  in  order.  If  the  House 
was  dissatisfied  with  the  decision,  it  must  be  decided 
by  an  appeal,  and  thus  the  House  decided  this  ques- 
tion of  privilege.  If  there  were  no  appeal,  then 
the  House  concurred  with  the  Speaker,  and  the 
question  then  was  on  the  adoption  of  the  motion. 
He  concurred  with  the  Speaker  that  it  was  a  ques- 
tion involving  privilege.  If  a  mob  were  to  attack  a 
member  for  words  spoken  in  that  House  in  debate, 
if  the  member  had  the  right  to  speak  the  words, 
he  should  be  protected.  He  would  vote  for  the 
resolution  of  inquiry,  and  would  move  an  amend- 
ment to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  members  of 
this  House,  who,  it  was  rumored,  had  instigated 
thecrime  which  had  been  recently  committed.  The 
series  of  resolutions  introduced  on  Monday  by  the 
member  from  Ohio  declaring  the  right  of  tlie  slave 
to  escape,  and  other  acts  of  his  known  to  the  mem- 
bers of  this  body,  justify  the  suspicion  that  he  was 
connected  with  the  crime  recently  committed. 

Mr.  HASKELL  concurred  in  the  expression  of 
the  desire  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
would  withdraw  his  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
thS  Chair,  so  that  the  whole  question  might  come 
up  fully  and  fairly  before  the  House,  tliat  they 
might  make  that  investigation  which  it  seemed  to 
him  its  importance  demanded.  He  was  glad  that 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  availed  him- 
self of  the  occasion  to  introduce  a  resolution  ef  this 
character.  If  the  gentleman  had  not  done  it,  he 
should  have  done  it  himself.  It  had  been  iiis  de- 
sign, and  he  had' come  into  the  House  prepared  to 
introduce  a  resolution,  not  having  in  view  ilie  exact 
object  of  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman,  but  an 
investigation  of  the  matters  which  had  lately  agi- 
tated this  community.  Now,  a  strange  state  of 
things  was  presented  here.  Members  of  this  body, 
as  he  believed  and  felt  ready  to  charge,  had  been 
engaged,  by  the  course  of  conduct  they  pursued 
on  this  floor  and  out  of  this  Hall,  in  the  deliberate 
attempt  to  scatter  the  seeds  of  insurrection  and 
insubordination,  if  not  rebellion,  among  the  slaves 
in  this  District.  Men  on  this  floor,  under  the  garb 
of  philanthropy  and  love  of  human  liberty,  had 
been  endeavoring  to  perpetrate  felonies  for  which 
they  ought  to  swing  as  high  as  Haman.  He  spoke 
the  plain  truth.  He  was  willing  to  have  his  words 
measured,  and  he  held  himself  responsible  for  the 
language  he  used.  An  attempt  had  been  made  on 
this  floor  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia in  the  form  of  law,  if  they  could,  and  in 
violation  of  the  Constitution;  and,  baffled  and  foiled 
in  that,  these  mock-philanthropists  were  now,  as 
he  believed  before  God,.attemptiiig  to  abolish  sla- 
very in  this  District  by  inciting  the  negroes  to  leave 
their  masters. 

The  SPEAKER  here  interposed,  and  reminded 
the  gentleman  that  the  question  before  the  House 
was  upon  the  appeal. 

Mr.  HASKELL  (continuing)  charged  that  the 
conduct  of  these  men,  their  language  on  this  floor 
and  out  of  this  House,  had  been  such  as  to  pro- 
duce this  state  of  things — a  disposition  to  insurrec- 
tion and  rebellion  among  the  slaves  in  this  District. 
He  held  in  his  hand  a  resolution  which  he  intended 
to  move,  and  which  he  should  move  by  way  of 
amendment  when  tliis  House  entertained  the  reso- 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  having 
for  its  object  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  these 
members,  and  if  they  were  found  guilty,  their  ex- 
pulsion from  this  body  as  unworthy  to  hold  seats 
on  this  floor. 

We  had  seen  lately  in  this  community  an  agita- 
tion and  excitement  which  every  good  man  must 
deplore — slaves  leaving  their  masters,  a  vessel 
coming  to  this  city 

The  SPEAKER  again  interposed,  and  suggested 
to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  the  propriety  of 
confining  himself  to  the  question  of  appeal.  He 
was  anticipating  debate  u])om  the  merits  of  the  res- 
olution; the  question  was,  whether  there  should  be 
any  such  debate;  the  Chair  had  decided  that  the 
resolution  was  in  order;  an  appeal  had  been  taken 
from  that  decision,  and  the  question  was  now  on 
the  appeal. 

Mr.  HASKELL  said  he  would  conclude  what 
he  had  to  say  by  reading,  for  the  information  of  the 
House,  the  amendment  which  he  proposed  to  offer 
to  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 


setts, and  which  he  should  offer  at  the  proper 
time: 

"  And  that  said  committee  be  authorized  to  inquire  into 
and  report  to  this  House  whether  any  uieinber  or  inenibers 
of  this  Hduse  were  instiunieiital  in  procuring  ttie  slaves 
who  were  recently  decoyed  from  their  owners  in  tliis  Dis- 
trict to  leave  tlieir  owners,  and  whetlier  tlie  said  members 
or  this  House  have  not  been  guilty  of  felony  in  attempting 
or  aiding  in  an  attempt  to  kidnap  slaves." 

Mr.  BAYLY  obtained  the  floor,  with  a  view, 
he  said,  to  submit  a  motion;  before  doing  which, 
he  wished  to  make  a  single  remark,  to  avoid  mis- 
conception of  the  object  he  had  in  view.  His  im- 
pression was,  that  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was 
incorrect,  and  he  wanted  it  therefore  understood 
that  in  the  motion  he  was  about  to  make  he  did 
not  commit  himself  to  its  propriety.  But  he  was 
anxious  to  have  this  committee  raised;  he  desired 
this  investigation  to  go  on,  that  this  whole  matter 
might  be  probed  to  the  bottom,  and  he  therefore 
moved  to  lay  the  appeal  on  the  table. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  the  SPEAK- 
ER and  Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  and  Mr. 
McKAY,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  of  the  last-named 
gentleman. 

The  SPEAKER  stated,  that  if  the  appeal  were 
laid  on  the  table,  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  would  then  be  before  the 
House  for  its  action. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Bayly  was  agreed  to,  and  the  appeal  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  question  was  then  announced  to  be  on  the 
resolution  and  preamble  of  Mr.  Palfrey. 

Mr.  VENABLE  obtained  the  floor;  It  was 
with  extreme  and  deep  reluctance,  he  said,  that  he 
felt  himself  compelled  to  approach  the  discussion 
of  the  question  which  had  been  thrown  before 
them  to-day.  He  had  taken  his  seat,  at  the  open- 
ing of  this  session,  cherishing  the  fondest  hopes 
that  the  mere  party  questions  and  policies  which 
divided  us  as  Whigs  and  Democrats  would  be  the 
subjects  which  would  come  before  them;  that  they 
might  meet,  quietly  meet,  on  the  same  platform, 
as  citizens  of  the  country  they  all  dearly  loved, 
and  protected  by  the  regis  of  the  Constitution  they 
all  venerated.  He  had  come  here  with  these  fond 
hopes,  but  he  had  been  here  but  a  few  days  before 
he  felt  that  those  hopes  were  to  be  blighted;  he 
saw,  amidst  the  forbearance  of  the  South,  that 
spirit  of  fanaticism  which  would  walk  with  lighted 
torch  in  a  magazine;  he  saw  that  fanaticism  which 
would  authorize  men  to  right  what  they  considered 
a  wrong,  without  ever  thinking  of  the  wrong  they 
would  inflict;  that  spirit  of  fanaticism  which  would 
never  stop  short  of  heaven  or  hell;  which  knew 
no  middle  ground,  and  which,  when  once  fastened 
on  a  man's  heart,  kd  him  to  trample  on  all  that  is 
sacred  and  holy.  He  saw  that  hope  blighted;  that 
no  subject  could  be  introduced  into  this  House — 
even  a  resolution  of  congratulation  of  a  people 
throwing  off'  the  yoke  of  a  tyrant  and  estalilishing 
freedom  for  themselves — without  having  this  fire- 
brand thrown  into  this  House.  He  saw  the  South 
persecuted,  taunted,  harassed,  held  up  to  odium  to 
the  world — continually  held  up — until  he  had  re- 
ceived from  his  own  district  and  section  of  country 
urgent  appeals.  Were  they  to  be  made  odious,  were 
their  institutions  continually  to  be  dragged  before 
the  public,  by  the  fanatic  and  the  hypocrite,  to  taunt 
and  sneerat,and  were  their  dearest  rights  to  be  aban- 
doned by  those  who  represented  them.'  Was  there  no 
man  from  the  South  who  would  stand  up  and  say  to 
them  what  should  be  said.'  Y"es;  in  his  humble 
way,  he  would  vindicate  the  rights  and  maintain 
the  cause  of  those  who  had  sent  him  here;  and  he 
would  never  fail  to  rebuke  fanaticism  and  denounce 
hypocrisy,  in  the  man,  and  in  those  who  acted 
with  him,  who  said  he  wanted  to  keep  the  knife  of 
the  slave  near  his  master's  throat;  and  that  when 
the  slave  fled  to  Ohio  and  there  slew  his  master 
in  attempting  to  reclaim  him,  he  would  call  him  a 
clever  fellow;  and  that  there  was  no  law  there  to 
punish  him.  It  was  a  libel  upon  the  institutions 
of  that  State.  He  had  examined  the  laws  of  Ohio, 
and  he  found  that  if  a  man  did  a  lawful  act  and  _ 
another  killed  him  when  engaged  in  it,  they  called  ' 
him  a  murderer.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  provided  for  the  reclaiming  of  fugitive  slaves, 
and  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  had 
decided  that  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  so  far 
executed  itself  as  that  the  master  or  his  agent  had 
the  right  to  pursue  his  slave  and  retake  him.  If, 
then,  the  slave  killed  him,  he  killed  him  doing  a 
lawful  act. 
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When  he  heard  such  declarations  made  on  this 
floor  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddings;] 
when  their  slaves  were  invited  to  run  away,  and 
were  told,  if  you  kill  your  master  in  attempting  to 
retake  you,  you  are  clever  fellows;  when  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Palfrey]  declar- 
ed that  there  were  thousands  of  slaves  in  New 
Bedford  who  had  paid  for  themselves  by  their 
licels;  and  when,  in  the  face  of  these  declarations, 
a  sliip  from  a  northern  Slate  came  to  this  District 
and  took  oft"  a  ship-load  of  slaves,  to  pay  for  them- 
selves by  their  heels  also,  it  was  time  to  meet  this 
matter  as  became  a  Representative  from  the  South. 
He  loved  the  Union.  It  had  cost  him  and  his  much. 
There  was  not  a  battle-field,  from  Saratoga  to  Cam- 
den, but  had  drank  the  life-blood  of  some  of  his 
family  and  relatives;  but,  love  it  as  lie  did,  he  hailed 
dissolution  with  pleasure  and  joy,  if  they  were  con- 
tinually to  be  taunted  by  fanatics  and  hypocrites — 
if  their  wives  and  little  ones  were  to  be  assassinated 
and  destroyed  by  intermeddling  men  with  liearts 
black  as  hell.  This  was  the  feeling  of  his  heart. 
He  could  say  nothing  less.  The  South  asked  no 
favors;  and  if  gentlemen  supposed  that  because 
they  had  said  nothing  until  driven  to  it  by  their 
unhallowed  machinations  and  intrigues,  that  they 
were  afraid  to  investigate  the  question,  they  had 
mistaken  the  South  altogether. 

He  felt,  and  he  would  here  express,  most  pro- 
found obligations  to  his  northern  and  western  Dem- 
ocratic friends,  who  had  stood  by  them  in  defence 
of  the  rights  of  the  South  to  the  number  of  twenty- 
five  or  thirty,  in  a  vote  which  had  recently  been 
taken;  while,  on  the  other  side,  not  a  northern  or 
western  man  had  stood  by  southern  rights.  He 
classified  the  Abolitionists  of  the  North  in  two 
divisions:  one  a  set  of  fanatics  who,  though  pos- 
sessing no  genuine  social  feelings,  were  honest  men; 
and  the  other,  men  who  made  use  of  them  to  secure 
seats  in  Congress  and  power  and  elevation  for  them- 
selves, who  stirred  up  the  strife — vile  hypocrites, 
who  went  around  to  the  factories  and  Sunday 
schools,  getting  children  and  women  to  sign  peti- 
tions on  matters  with  which  they  had  no  concern, 
to  bring  them  to  Congress.  Such  miserable  sub- 
terfuges, such  vile  and  wicked  resorts,  disgraced 
humanity. 

He  denied  that  slavery  was  either  a  mora],  social, 
or  political  evil.  They  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
It  was  a  matter  which  belonged  to  the  South.  He 
asked  gentlemen  if  the  agonizing,  heart-rending  cry 
of  the  slave  in  the  middle  passage,  kidnapped  from 
Africa, had  everarisen  from  shipsfrom  North  Caro- 
lina >  No;  Mas.sachusetts  and  Rhode  [sland  could 
tell  us  about  it.  It  had  rung  from  their  vessels, 
and  that  inhuman  traffic  had  been  a  source  of  their 
wealth;  almost  everything  in  the  town  of  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  had  been  made  out  of  it;  and  Rhode 
Island  had  been  represented  in  the  other  end  of  the 
Capitol  by  one  of  these  slave-dealers,  for  it  had 
so  been  charged  upon  that  floor.  The  North  had 
brought  this  in.stitution  upon  them.  The  descend- 
anlsof  those  who  landed  at  Plymouth,  and  of  Roger 
Williams,  had  sold  them  their  slaves  and  pocketed 
the  money.  And  now  they  were  enlisted  in  a  cru- 
sade against  their  property;  and  they  had  recently 
undertaken  to  kidnap  and  decoy  away  seventy-five 
in  one  vessel  from  this  District;  and  gentlemen  came 
here  and  with  long  faces  complained  that  the  peo- 
ple of  this  city  had  risen  to  defend  their  rights  I 
Mr.  V.  had  lieard  of  a  member  of  Congress  who 
had  gone  yesterday  to  the  jail  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  counsel  to  these  felons,  who  were  caught 
Jlas;raiile  delicto !  He  had  heard  that  a  member  of 
"this  House  had  volunteered  his  services,  had  gone 
to  the  jail  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  the  weight 
of  his  character,  and  intiuence,  and  talents  in  de- 
fence of  men  who  had  plundered  the  owners  in  the 
District  of  their  slaves,  and  were  caught  with  the 
negroes  in  their  possession  ! 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  asked  to  be  permitted  to  ex- 
plain, and,  the  floor  being  yielded,  said,  if  the  gen- 
tleman alluded  to  him  he  would  say  unhesitatingly 
— it  was  due  to  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina that  he  shoidd  .say  to  him,  and  the  House; and 
'  the  country,  most  distinctly,  that  he  did  visit  the 
pri-son  yesterday.  He  did  so  in  the  character  of  a 
man,  as  well  as  a  member  of  this  House;  ho  said 
to  the  keeper  of  theprison,  who,  so  far  as  he  knew, 
behaved  entirely  gentlemanly,  that  he  came  there 
to  say  to  those  men  who  were  incarcerated  under 
this  charge  that  they  should  Iiave  counsel  provided 
for  them.  The  keeper  of  the  prison  heard  every 
word  he  uttered — that  he  had  brought  with  him  a 


gentleman  who  would  serve  as  their  counsel;  that 
he  did  it  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  their  legal 
rights,  so  that  upon  ilieir  trial  they  might  have  the 
laws  of  the  land  dealt  out  to  them  as  they  were  to 
other  people;  that  he  was  persuaded  no  illegal  vio- 
lence would  be  used.  For  that  purpose,  and  from 
his  own  promptings  of  humanity,  he  had  visited 
them  to  give  them  this  information.  Now,  let  gen- 
tlemen say  what  they  pleased. 

Mr.  GAYLE.  Was  the  gentleman's  object  to 
reward  these  men  and  approve  their  course.'  Or 
was  it  mere  benevolence  to  defend  men  who  could 
not  defend  themselves? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  was  glad  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  had  put  to  him  that  question.  He  had 
gone  there  to  say  to  those  men  that  no  mob  vio- 
lence should  take  their  lives;  that  his  influence,  and 
the  aid  of  counsel,  and  the  law,  should  save  them 
from  a  barbarous  mob.  He  had  gone  there  from 
the  promptings  of  humanity;  he  had  never  seen  or 
heard  of  them,  or  known  anything  of  them,  before. 

Mr.  GAYLE.  Did  not  the  gentleman  go  there 
for  tlie  purpose  of  encouraging  these  people.' 

Mr.  .JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  rose  simultane- 
ously with  Mr.  GAYLE,  and  desired  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  one  question. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  expressed  a  willingness  to  an- 
swer questions  which  might  be  pro])ounded. 

Mr.  VENABLE,  however,  resumed  the  floor, 
as  his  time  was  so  rapidly  running  away.  He 
would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  why  it  was  so 
necessary  to  go  to  these  men  in  jail  and  assure 
them  they  should  be  safe  from  the  mob.'  Did  not 
every  man  know  that  they  were  in  no  danger  when 
safely  lodged  there?  It  was  a  work  of  superero- 
gation. The  gentleman  was  careful  to  visit  those 
who  had  been  caught  in  stealing  and  carrying  away 
slaves;  had  he  gone  to  see  the  poor  burglar,  the 
felon  who  was  confined  in  jail  for  other  crimes? 
No  !  The  sympathies  of  his  heart  were  drawn  out 
to  nothing  there  but  these  seventy-five  negroes, 
and  the  men  who  had  stolen  them! 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Does  the  gentleman  want  me 
to  answer  that  question  ? 

Mr.  VENABLE  declined  to  give  way,  and, 
after  further  remarks,  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
resolution  to  make  the  committee  consist  of  nine 
members  instead  of  five,  and  that  they  be  elected 
by  ballot  instead  of  being  appointed  by  tlie 
Speaker. 

Mr.  HASKELL  (the  floor  being  yielded)  de- 
sired to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  two  ques- 
tions, and  that  the  gentleman  would  give  him,  as 
far  as  he  should  find  it  convenient,  a  categorical 
answer:  the  first  was,  whether  he  justified  those 
slaves  who  had  lately  made  an  attempt  to  escape 
from  their  owners  in  the  District  of  Columbia  in 
that  attempt? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  (addressing  the  Speaker.) 
Have  I  the  floor  to  reply?' 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  yield  the  floor  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio. 

Mr.  VENABLE  assented. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said,  to  the  question  which  had 
been  put  to  him,  whetlier  he  justified  the  slaves 
who  had  left  their  masters  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia in  pursuit  of  their  liberty,  he  could  have 
no  hesitation  in  answering  before  an  assembled 
universe.  He  held,  as  did  our  fathers  in  1776,  that 
all  men  were  born  equal,  and  that  to  protect  their 
rights  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness, 
governments  were  framed  among  men.  Now, 
believing  that  mankind,  as  they  came  from  God, 
were  equal,  he  had  ever  been  taught  by  his  fathers 
— and  here  he  would  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Venable]  that  he  (Mr.  G.) 
boasted  not  that  his  fathers  fought  for  liberty. 
Why  did  not  the  gentleman  himself  fight  for  it? 
Before  he  assailed  him,  (Mr.  G.,)  let  him  put  him- 
self ?'ec<tM  in  curia 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  rose  to  a  point 
of  order. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  begged  not  to  be  interrupted 
until  he  had  finished  the  answer  to  the  gentleman's 
question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
will  give  way;  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  rises 
to  a  point  of  order. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  stated  his  point  to  be,  whether, 
upon  a  preamble  and  resolution  stating  that  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House  had  been  menaced  by  persons 
out  of  this  House  for  his  participation,  or  alleged 
purticipation,  ia  certain  civil  anu  criminal  trana- 


attions,  it  was  competent  for  his  friend  from  Ten- 
nessee to  put  the  question  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  whether  he  justified  this  act? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  take  no  exception  to  the 
question. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  to  Mr.  Houston  that 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  not  obliged  to  an- 
swer any  question;  but  that,  in  the  wide  range 
allowed  to  the  debate,  it  was  certainly  competent 
for  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  put  the  ques- 
tion, and  for  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  answer 
it  if  he  pleased. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  (resuming)  remarked  that  he 
saw  gentlemen  from  the  South  were  excited  on  the 
subject,  and  he  might  become  excited.  But  it  was 
a  beautiful  question,  and  if  the  doughfaces  would 
only  not  interfere,  tliey  would  have  a  fine  fight. 

He  was  stating  his  views  (he  continued)  on  the 
rights  of  humanity,  and  he  said  to  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  that  he  held  precisely  with  the 
fathersof  1776,  to  whom  hehad  alluded.  He  held 
to  the  principle  for  which  the  gentleman's  fathers 
and  his  contended  at  Bunker  Hill  and  Yorktownj 
he  held  to  the  principle  on  which  this  Government 
was  based  for  its  support — that  man  was  free  and 
equal;  and  that  he  who  attempted  to  interfere  be- 
tween his  God  and  himself,  to  interfere  with  his 
God-given  rights,  did  it  at  his  peril.  He  held  that 
he  who  stepped  between  him  and  his  God,  and 
attempted  either  to  rob  him  of  his  life  or  liberty, 
did  it  at  his  peril;  and  so  far  as  God  and  nature 
had  bestowed  on  him  the  power,  he  should  not  do 
it.  He  held  that  every  Jiuman  being  who  came 
into  the  world  and  breathed  the  air  God  had  cre- 
ated, came  into  it  with  this  right;  and  he  who  at- 
tempted to  interfere  with  it,  did  so  at  his  peril.  He 
held  that  there  never  was  a  more  just  and  righteous 
retribution  than  was  inflicted  upon  the  Africans  in 
1804,  when  Decatur  and  Somers  went  there,  and 
when  these  men  who  enslaved  their  fellow-men 
were  made  themselves  to  bite  the  dust.  There 
never  was  a  more  glorious  cause  to  fight  for;  nor 
would  he  ask  for  a  more  glorious  death  than  to  die 
in  just  such  a  cause.  He  held  that  it  was  right, 
and  he  held  that  any  man,  when  he  enslaved  his 
fellow-man — when  the  hand  of  power  was  brought 
to  bear  on  his  God-given  rights — his  "inalienable 
rights,"  (to  use  the  words  of  our  fathers,)  had  the 
right  to  defend  that  liberty,  and,  to  come  down  to 
the  gentleman's  specific  question 

Mr.  HASKELL.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  you 
reach  it. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  (continuing  his  sentence.)  I 
say  that  the  slaves  of  this  District,  when  they  felt 
the  hand  of  oppression  bearing  on  them,  possessed 
before  the  universal  world  and  before  God  himself 
the  right  to  free  themselves  by  any  means  God  has 
put  into  the  power 

Mr.  HASKELL.  The  gentleman  has  answered 
that  question.     1  am  satisfied. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS,  (retaining  the  floor.)  I  am 
not.     I  want  to  finish  my  answer. 

Mr.  HASKELL  Inasmuch  as  the  gentleman 
has  justified  this  attempt  of  these  slaves  to  escape 
from  their  rightful  owners,  I  call  on  him  to  know 
whether  he  justifies  the  thieves  who  stole  them? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  do  not  know  that  there 
were  any  thieves. 

Mr.  HASKELL.  The  men,  then,  the  individ- 
uals, the  parlies  who  were  engaged  in  this  kid- 
nap[)ing? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  say,  unhesitatingly,  where 
laws  are  in  force;  where  legal  constitutional  laws 
of  the  land  enforce  penalties  on  such  actions,  they 
are  to  be  obeyed.  I  am  not  permitted  to  interfere 
with  the  rights  of  the  people  of  this  District,  be- 
cause I  owe  allegiance  to  my  Government,  and  he 
who  interferes  does  it  at  his  peril.  There  can  be 
no  difference  between  the  gentleman  and  myself 
on  that  subject. 

Mr.  HASKELL.  Then  do  I  understand  the 
gentleiTian  to  justify  these  men? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  say  that  those  who  did  it, 
did  it  at  their  peril. 

Mr.  HASKELL.  Does  the  gentleman  condemn 
these  individuals? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  say,  unquestionably,  if 
they  did  it,  they  violated  the  law, 

Mr.  HASKELL.  Does  the  gentleman  consider 
it  a  violation  of  law? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  Unquestionably,  if  they  aided 
slaves  in  escaping.  I  am  not  very  conversant  with 
the  laws  of  this  District,  though  I  have  had  occa- 
sion to  look  into  them  Bonae — I  understand  it  is  a 
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penal  act  in  this  District.  Now,  it  is  wrong  t(^ 
violate  this  law,  because  in  entering  society  we 
bind  ourselves  to  keep  the  laws  which  are  consti- 
tutionally enacted.  There  is  a  legal  crime 

Mr.  HASKELL.  Was  there  any  moral  crime.' 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  the 
least  moral  crime  on  earth  in  maintaining  the  rights 
God  has  given  me. 

Mr.  VENABLE  interfered,  and  claimed  the 
floor. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  declined  to  yield,  as  the  floor 
had  been  given  him  for  explanation,  until  he  had 
concluded. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  that  the  floor  was  only  given  him  by  consent 
of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  who  now 
claimed  his  right  to  it. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  yielded. 

Mr.  VENABLE  resumed,  sending  to  the  Clerk's 
table  the  following  amendment,  which  he  had  be- 
fore indicated,  but  embracing  now  as  a  modifica- 
tion the  amendment  suggested  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Haskell;]  which  was  read, 
as  follows: 

"  Strike  out  the  word  '  five,'  in  tlie  resolution,  and  insert 
'nine;'  and  insert  alter  the  word  '  appointed,' tliu  words 
'by  ballot;'  also,  insert  after  the  words  'referred  to,'  tlie 
following,  viz  :  '  and  that  said  connnittee  be  instructed  to 
'inquirelnto,  and  report  to  this  House,  whether  any  meni- 
'  ber  or  members  of  tliis  House  were  instrumental  in  pro- 

*  curing  the  slaves  who  were  recently  decoyed  from  their 

*  owners  in  this  District,  to  leave  their  owners  ;  and  whether 
'the  said  members  of  this  House  have  not  been  guilty  of 
'  felony  in  attejiiptiiig,  or  aiding  in  an  attempt,  to  kidnap 
'slaves.'  " 

Mr.  TOOMBS  was  not  averse  to  bringing  up 
the  investigation  that  was  sought  to  be  arrived  at, 
but  he  objected  to  dignify  it  with  the  claim  of  priv- 
ilege. He  denied  that  the  resolution  contained  a 
question  of  privilege,  or  one  that  ought  to  be  in- 
quired into  by  this  House.  When  he  addressed 
the  House  on  the  question  of  order,  he  held, 
as  he  now  held,  that  all  questions  of  this  charac- 
ter became  privileged  questions,  solely  because 
they  involved  questions  of  privilege,  and  that  no 
question  of  this  character  could  necessarily  be 
a  privileged  question  which  did  not  involve  a 
question  of  privilege.  A  member  rose  and  said, 
he  rose  to  a  question  of  privilege.  The  Speaker 
must  determine  whether  his  statement  involved 
a  question  of  privilege.  If  it  did,  it  was  a  priv- 
ileged question,  and  would  override  all  other 
business,  and  not  otherwise.  Now  he  denied  the 
ground  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  J.  R.  Ingf.rsoll.]  He  wholly  denied  that 
this  body  had  the  right -of  the  British  Parliament 
on  questions  of  privilege.  He  claimed  that  the 
people  of  this  country  had  rights.  The  rights  of 
the  citizens  were  better  secured  by  the  laws  of  the 
land  than  they  were  by  the  libertine  construction 
of  privilege  which  for  so  many  centuries  oppressed 
the  people  of  Great  Britain.  Tliere  was  not  a  more 
undefined,  arbitrary,  and  unjust  principle  on  the 
face  of  the  earth;  and  he  denied  the  conclusion  to 
be  right  at  which  the  Speaker  had  arrived  after 
reading  the  British  law  of  privilege.  He  held 
that  such  principles  were  not  to  govern  this  body, 
and  he  denied  that  the  extract  read  from  the  Man- 
uel had  any  authority  over  them.  Mr.  Jefferson 
merely  stated  it  was  a  principle  of  the  British  Par- 
liament, not  as  a  principle  of  this  House;  he  sub- 
milted  the  argument  on  both  sides.  This  was 
considered  in  I80U  in  the  reign  of  terror,  during 
the  administration  of  the  elder  Adams;  and  the 
Republican  party,  with  which  he  had  ever  agreed, 
lield  distinctly  that  this  House  had  no  other  priv- 
ilege than  was  given  to  it  by  the  Constitution,  and 
that  they  could  not  refer  to  the  common  law  of 
Parliament  for  power  of  any  sort.  He  held  that 
doctrine  to  this  day.  This  was  a  Government 
limited  in  its  powers  by  the  Constitution,  and  to 
the  Constitution  they  must  look  for,  their  powers; 
and  if  they  were  not  there,  they  were  nowhere, 
and  the  exercise  of  such  powers  was  a  usurpation 
on  the  part  of  this  House,  and  an  aggression  on 
the  rights  of  the  citizens,  which  he  stood  there  this 
'day  to  defend.  He  stood  there  to  defend  the  rights 
of  the  mob,  and  he  offered  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  in  opposition  to  the  punishment  which 
this  House  might  attempt  to  inflict. 

He  cared  not  what  were  the  facts  of  this  case; 
he  submitted  to  the  Constitution,  which  declared, 
under  the  general  authority,  that  Congress  had 
power  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for 


carrying  into  execution  the  powersgiven  them,  but 
he  denied  the  right  of  the  common  law  of  Parlia- 
ment. If  the  rights  and  duties  defined  bythe  Con- 
stitution were  not  sufficiently  protected,  let  Con- 
gress pass  all  laws  under  the  clause  to  which  he 
had  referred  that  were  necessary  and  proper  to 
protect  those  rights.  Until  such  laws  were  passed 
there  was  no  power  to  punish.  This  was  a  ques- 
tion which  went  to  the  foundation  of  government. 
It  was  a  question  affecting  the  foundation  of  pop- 
ular liberty,  which  it  was  more  important  they 
should  defend  than  an  individual  who  had  shown 
himself  to  be  unworthy  of  protection. 

He  begged  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  language  of  Mr.  Jeff'erson  in  the  Manual.  It 
was  in  these  words:  "The  editor  of  the  Aurora 
'  having,  in  his  paper  of  February  19,  1800,  in- 
'  serted  some  paragraphs  defamatory  of  the  Senate, 
'  and  failed  in  his  appearance,  he  was  ordered  to 
'  be  committed." 

He  would  here  take  occasion  to  remarjc,  that 
every  newspaper  editor  in  the  country,  under  the 
authority  claimed  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll]  and  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  might  be  dragged 
before  them  and  confined;  and  against  such  bound- 
less, limitless  power  of  privilege,  and  in  defence  of 
the  rights  of  the  country,  he  called  upon  every 
friend  of  liberty  to  stand  forth. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  that  the  Chair  had  pronounced  no  opin- 
ion on  the  facts;  and  at  some  length  he  reiterated 
the  ground  assumed  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  was  showing  that  the  principle 
had  not  been  properly  quoted,  and  the  clause  of  the 
Constitution  to  which  reference  had  been  made 
was  of  no  force  unless  laws  were  enacted  to  carry 
it  out.  He  would  like  to  know  how  this  House 
was  to  do  it?  Could  they  do  it  directly  or  inferen- 
tially .'  This  Government  derived  its  powers  from 
the  Constitution.  Such  was  their  authority.  Tyr- 
anny had  assumed  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 
of  forms  under  the  rules  of  Parliament.  Oppres- 
sion was  spread  over  the  land;  ,and  here  our  fore- 
fathers intended  to  limit  and  define  it,  and  to  secure 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people.  This  he  was 
showing  by  the  quotation  he  wets  reading  from  the 
Manual,  and  he  contended  that  this  privilege  of 
Parliament  was  of  no  force  here,  further  than  it 
was  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  and  carried  out 
by  laws  properly  enacted  in  accordance  with  the 
Constitution.     But  to  proceed: 

"  In  debating  the  legality  of  this  order,  it  was  insisted,  in 
support  of  it,  that  every  man,  by  the  law  of  nature,  and  every 
body  of  men,  possesses  the  right  of  self-defence;  that  all 
public  functionaries  are  essentially  vested  with  the  powers 
of  self-preservation;  that  they  hav^  an  inherent  riirlit  to  do 
all  acts  necessary  to  keep  themselves  in  a  conditioii  to  dis- 
charge the  trusts  confided  to  them  ;  that,  whenever  authori- 
ties are  given,  the  means  of  carrying  them  into  execution 
are  given  by  necessary  implication  ;  that  thus  vve  see  the 
British  Parliament  exercise  therightofpunishingcontempts; 
all  the  State  Legislatures  exercise  the  same  power,  and 
every  court  does  the  same;  that  if  we  have  it  not,  we  sit 
at  the  mercy  of  every  intruder  who  may  enter  our  doors  or 
gallery,  and,  by  noise  and  tumult,  render  proceeding  in  busi- 
ness impracticable  ;  that  if  our  tranquillity  is  to  be  perpetu- 
ally disturbed  by  newspaper  defamation,  it  will  not  be  |)os- 
sible  to  exercise  our  functions  with  the  requisite  coolness 
and  deliberation  ;  and  that  we  must  therefore  have  a  power 
to  punish  these  disturbers  of  our  peace  and  proceediuss," 

That  was  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  It  was  the  argument  of  Federal- 
ism in  1800,  against  the  publishing  by  an  editor  of 
that  which  he  believed  to  be  right. 

"To  this  it  was  answered,  that  the  Parliament  and  courts 
of  England  have  cognizance  of  contempts  by  the  express 
provisions  of  their  law ;  that  the  State  Legislatures  have 
equal  authority,  because  tlieir  powers  are  plenary ;  they  rep- 
resent their  constiiucnts  completely,  and  possess  all  tlieir 
powers,  except  such  as  their  constitutions  have  expressly 
denied  them  ;  that  the  courts  of  the  several  States  have  the 
same  powers  by  the  laws  of  their  States,  and  tliose  of  the 
Federal  Government  hy  the  same  State  laws  adopted  in  each 
State,  by  a  law  of  Congress ;  that  none  of  these  bodies, 
therefore,  derive  those  powers  from  natural  or  necessary 
right,  hut  from  express  law;  that  Congress  have  no  such 
natural  or  necessary  power,  nor  any  powers  but  such  as  are 
given  them  by  the  Constitution ;  tliat  that  has  given  them 
directly  exemption  from  personal  arrest,  exemption  from 
question  elsewhere  for  what  is  said  in  their  House,  and 
power  over  their  own  members  and  proceedings;  for  these 
no  further  law  is  necessary,  the  Constitution  being  the  law; 
that,  moreover,  by  that  article  of  the  Constitution  which  au- 
thorizes them 'to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for 
carrying  into  execution  the  powers  vested  hy  the  Constitu- 
tion in  them,'  thi^y  may  provide  by  law  I'or  an  undisturbed 
exercise  of  their  function,  e.  g.  for  the  punishment  of  con- 
tempts, of  alTrays  or  tumult  in  their  presence.  Sic. ;  but  till 
the  law  he  made,  it  does  not  exist,  and  does  not  exist  from 
their  own  neglect;  that,  in  the  mean  lime,  however,  they 
are  not  unprotected,  the  ordinary  magistrates  and  courts  of 
law  btflng  open  and  competent  to  punish  all  unjustifiable  dis- 


turbances or  defamations,  and  even  their  own  sergeant,  who 
may  appoint  deputies  ad  Hhitum  to  aid  him,  (3  Grey,  59,  147, 
255,)  is  equal  to  small  disturbances;  that,  on  requiring  a 
previ(jus  law,  the  Constitution  had  regard  to  the  inviolabili- 
ty of  the  citizen  as  well  as  of  the  member  ;  as  should  one 
House,  in  the  regular  form  of  a  hill,  aim  at  too  broad  privi- 
leges, it  may  be  checked  by  the  other,  and  both  by  the  Presi- 
dent; and  also,  as,  the  law  beine  promulgated,  the  citizen 
will  know  how  to  avoid  offence." 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  told  him  his 
views  were  too  limited,  and  therefore  he  had  here 
given  that  gentleman  the  judgment  of  others,  based 
on  unanswerable  ai-gument.  He  knew  not  how 
far  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  and  he  dif- 
fered on  the  fundamental  principles  of  government; 
but  this  he  would  undertake  to  assert,  that  that 
gentleman's  argument  was  untenable  when  he  jus- 
tified the  doctrine  of  contempts.  The  extract  which 
he  had  read  quoted  the  clause  of  the  Constitution 
which  gave  Congress  power  to  pass  laws  that  were 
necessary  for  the  execution  of  the  powers  given  by 
the  Constitution,  and  then  added:  "  but  till  the  law 
be  made,  it  does  not  exist."  Well,  then,  where 
was  their  law  .'  It  did  not  exist,  and  hence  gentle- 
men claimed  the  right,  in  exercising  those  powers, 
to  go  back  to  the  laws  of  Parliament,  which  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying  was  an  abuse  of  power. 
He  had  the  pleasure,  last  night,  to  hear  the  Dis- 
trict Attorney  arguing  on  the  street,  to  a  mob,  that 
the  laws  of  the  land  were  sufficient  for  the  punish- 
ment of  olTenders.  But  it  seemed  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Palfrey]  did  not  deem 
them  sufficient,  for  he  came  here  and  claimed  the 
parliamentary  privilege.  It  was  not  for  the  laws 
of  the  land  that  he  asked,  but  for  the  undefined  and 
undefinable  privilege  of  Parliament.  Now,  he 
(Mr.  T.)  stood  by  the  privilege  of  the  people  in  this 
great  controversy.  He  would  tell  this  House — the 
gentleman  from  the  South  especially — that  under 
this  very  insidious  question  of  privilege,  by  avoid- 
ing the  other  branch  of  Congress  and  the  Execu- 
tive, they  intended  to  reach  the  object  aimed  at. 
They  had  heard  from  a  member  of  this  House 
this  day,  that  there  was  no  moral  criminality  in  an 
act  recently  committed.  There  was  only  one  step 
further  to  go,  and  that  step  would  not  be  taken  in 
broad  day,  but  in  the  night.  And  when  this  act, 
in  which  there  was  no  moral  criminality,  was  com- 
mitted, they  might  expect  to  see  this  House  pro- 
tect its  members  by  its  own  privileges.  There  was 
a  question  of. deep  importance  to  the  South;  and 
hence  he  wished  this  question  of  privilege  decided: 
he  wished  to  know,  and  he  wished  the  people  to 
know,  the  limits  of  the  privileges  of  this  House. 
Every  man  had  a  right  to  know  the  laws  under 
which  he  lived,  but  the  law  of  privilege  depended 
upon  the  construction  of  the  House:  and  if  such  a 
decision  were  to  prevail,  there  would  be  as  base 
slaves  living  under  this  Government  as  any  that 
were  now  in  the  jail  of  this  District.  Yes;  and  he 
wished  to  tell  the  American  people,  that  if  the 
people  of  this  District  were  to  be  dependent  for 
their  liberties  and  their  rights  on  the  judgment  of 
this  House  on  their  own  privileges,  they  would 
deserve  the  fetters  of  the  felon  if  they  tolerated  the 
presence  of  this  House  for  a  single  night. 

The  people  of  this  District  had  rights,  too;  they 
had  the  rights  of  nature.  The  rights  and  privi- 
leges of  this  people  must  stand  on  some  safer 
ground  than  the  decision  of  this  House,  on  a 
question  aflfecting  its  own  privileges.  In  vain  they 
might  call  for  order — in  vain  would  their  District 
Attorney  argue  before  a  mob  when  their  rights 
were  trampled  upon — in  vain  would  this  Plousebe 
invoked  if  the  people  here  had  no  security;  and  he 
trusted  in  God  that  discord  would  reign  forever — 
he  wanted  no  peace  among  them  until  their  rights 
were  secured. 

Hear  again  the  authority  from  which  he  had 
read: 

"  But  if  one  branch  may  assume  its  own  privileges  with- 
out control," 

And  this  was  what  this  House  was  doing  now. 
The  man  who  chastised  a  member  of  this  House 
was  to  be  punished  under  the  law  of  privilege. 
Such  was  to  be  the  operation  of  this  law  of  privi- 
lege, which  he  called  upon  his  countrymen  every- ^ 
where  to  mark  and  to  resist: 

"if  it  may  do  it  on  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  conceal 

the  law  in  its  own  breast,  and  after  the  riiclcommittod,  make 
its  sentence  both  the  law  and  the  judgment  on  that  fact ;  if 
the  oflence  is  to  be  kept  underlined,  and  to  he  declared  only 
exrenala.anA  according  to  the  passions  of  the  moment, and 
there  he  lio  limitation  either  in  the  manner  or  measure  of 
the  punishment,  the  coudition  of  the  citizen  will  he  perilous 
indeed." 

This  was  tha  doctrine  and  these  were  tlie  argu- 
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ments  used  in  1800,  when  they  had  to  look  at  the  ! 
extent  of  their  rights  and  at  the  tenure  by  which 
they  vindicated  and  held  them. 

"  AVliicti  of  these  doctriues  is  to  prevail,  time  will  de-  i 
cide.-'  I 

Weil,  the  time  has  come.     It  had  become  the  I 
duty  of  the  30th  Congress  to  decide  whether  it  had  | 
been  adopted  by  the  Speaker  of  this  House,  who 
ruled   that  the  case  stated  in  the   resoKiiion  be-  | 
fore  the   House  was  embraced  in   the  privileges  | 
given    and    bestowed  by    the   Constitution.      He 
thought  the  Speaker  was  wrong.     The  privileges  j 
of  this  House  were  defined   by  the  Constitution,  i 
and   they   could    not   go   anywhere  else    to    seek  i 
for  them.     He  was   for  supporting  the  supreme  i 
law.     Tliis doctrine,  that  there  was  no  moral  crime  r 
in  violating  the  civil  law,  men  would  do  well  to 
consider.     Men  would  do  well  to  remember  that 
they  derive  their  protection  from  the  law.     It  was 
because  there  was  a  reliance  on  law  that  there  was 
no  fear  of  physical  force. 

"  Wliere  there  is  no  fixrd  hiw,  the  judgment  on  any  par- 
ticular oase  is  the  law  of  that  single  cast;  only,  and  dies  with 
it.  When  a  new  and  even  a  similar  case  arises,  the  judg- 
ment which  Is  to  make  and  at  the  same  time  apply  the  law 
is  open  to  question  and  consideration,  as  are  all  new  laws. 
Pcrjiaps  Cnnpress,  in  the  mean  time,  in  their  caro  for  the 
safety  of  the  citizen,  as  well  as  for  their  protection,  may  de- 
clare hy  law  what  is  necessary  and  proper  to  enable  them 
to  carry  into  execution  the  power  veste<l  in  them,  and  there- 
by hang  up  a  rule  for  the  inspection  of  all,  which  may  di- 
rect the  conduct  of  the  citizen,  and  at  the  same  lime  test 
the  judgments  they  shall  themselves  pronounce  in  their  own 
case." 

He  did  not  propose  to  go  further  with  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  question  whether  the  facts  of  this 
case  were  such  as  ought  to  be  inquired  into  by 
this  House.  He  would  not,  if  they  went  ten  times 
further.  He  asserted  that  no  privilege  was  in- 
vaded, and  therefore  any  proceedings  in  the  case 
by  this  House  were  improper  and  unnecessary. 

Mr.  MORSE  said  :  I  am  glad  that  the  gentle- 
man who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  [Mr.  Toombs,] 
has  renewed  the  debate  upon  this  question  of  priv- 
ilege and  contempts,  which  had  been  passed  over 
informally,  by  laying  the  question  of  order  on  the 
table.  I  had  endeavored  to  obtain  the  floor  before 
that  vote  was  taken,  for  the  purpose  of  offering  a 
few  considerations  to  the  House;  and  if  the  view 
which  I  have  taken  of  the  subject  be  correct,  it 
would  dispose  of  not  only  the  case  before  the 
House,  but  of  all  similar  questions  involving  the 
vexed  question  of  privilege  and  contempts  forever; 
in  which,  if  I  have  the  good  fortune  to  succeed,  I 
have  no  fears  but  that  the  love  of  justice  will  al- 
ways outweigh  the  pride  of  consistency. 

This  question  of  privilege  is  one  which  has 
grown  up  dehors  the  Constitution;  in  which  instru- 
ment, if  rightly  interpreted,  no  warrant  for  any 
such  authority  can  be  found. 

In  speaking  of  Senators  and  members  of  Con- 
gress, the  framers  of  the  Constitution  say : 

"They  shall,  in  all  cases,  except  treason,  felony,  and 
breach  of  the  peaV-e,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during  their 
attendance  at  the  session  of  their  respective  Mouses,  and  in 
goiiig  to  and  returnin!;  from  tlie  same;  and  for  any  speech 
or  d.  bate  Iji  either  House,  tliey  shall  not  be  questioned  in 
any  other  place." 

I  maintain  (continued  Mr.  M.)  that  this  body 
has  no  authority  to  interfere  with  any  citizen  be- 
yond the  limits  of  this  Hall,  and  that  this  high 
privilege  has  been  only  sanctioned  by  custom,  and, 
to  my  mind,  "  a  custom  more  honored  in  the  breach 
than  the  observance."  As  a  member  of  Congress 
represents  some  seventy  thousand  people,  and  is, 
consequently,  intrusted  with  their  business  and 
imporiunt  interests,  he  is  exempted  from  arrest 
during  the  session,  and  going  and  returning  to  and 
from  his  home,  and  is  not  responsible  for  words 
spoken  in  debate,  &c. 

But,  sir,  this  is  a  personal  exception  to  the  laws, 
made  for  the  benefit  of  his  constituents,  and  the 
member  mu.st  plead  it  before  any  court  of  ju-stice 
seeking  to  interfere  with  it.  It  must  be  specially 
pleaded,  like  any  other  exception,  as  coverture, 
&c.  And  the  courts  of  justice  must  decide  on  it; 
and  they  will  no  doubt  decide  for  the  benefit  of  the 
constituency  of  a  member  whenever  it  is  properly 
made.  This  body  has  no  right  to  bring  any  per- 
son before  it  for  a  breach  of  privilege,  and  consti- 
tute themselves  (the  injured  [)arty)  the  witness 
judge,  as  well  as  the  executive,  of  iheir  own  man- 
dates. I  presume  it  will  not  be  questioned  that  a 
meml)er  may  be  sued  on  a  civil  process,  and,  un- 
lea.-j  he  specially  pleads  this  privilege,  that  judg- 
ment may  be  rendered  against  him.     I  would  ask 


gentlemen  if  such  a  judgment  would  be  null  and 
void.'  Unquestionably  not.  The  whole  of  these 
proceedings  are  wrong,  and  no  authority  is  any- 
where to  be  found;  and,  as  I  do  not  believe  with 
my  friend  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  J.  R.  Inger- 
soll]  in  inherent  rights,  I  hope  we  shall  never  hear 
anytliing  more  of  privileges  and  contempts.  Mem- 
bers of  Congress  are  amenable  to  laws  of  the  land 
as  are  all  other  persons;  and  for  very  good  and 
sufficient  reasons,  the  operation  of  those  laws  is 
suspended  in  the  Constitution  during  a  certain  pe- 
rioti,  for  the  benefit  of  their  constituents. 

But,  sir,  the  courts  of  justice  are  alone  the  proper 
tribunals  to  decide  this  question,  when  properly 
pleaded;  and  I  hope  this  Congress  will  not  en- 
deavor to  expand  its  authority  so  as  to  involve  us 
in  useless  and  ridiculous  contests  with  the  citizens 
of  this  District,  and  perhaps  with  the  people  all 
over  the  United  States.  In  the  case  before  the 
House,  a  member  has  the  same  protection  against 
a  mob  that  any  other  citizen  has,  and  no  more; 
and  if  we  think  proper  to  interfere,  why,  sir,  we 
shall  need  all  the,comm!ttee-rooms  to  accommodate 
the  mob  who  have  despised  our  privilege,  by 
threatening,  as  Dame  Rumor  says,  one  of  our 
body. 

This  Government  is  very  properly  divided  into 
three  coordinate  branches,  entirely  independent  of 
each  other;  and  to  the  Judiciary  belongs  the  power 
of  deciding  upon  the  constitutionality  of  the  laws; 
and  to  them,  1  think,  properly  belongs  the  right  to 
decide  upon  the  question  of  ]3rivilege,  contempt, 
&c.  With  these  ideas  of  our  high  privileges,  I 
suppose  that  the  Senate  would  have  brought  up 
the  district  court  for  contempt,  had  they  released 
Mr.  Nugent. 

I  desire  to  see  the  ditTerent  branches  of  this  Gov- 
ernment kept  entirely  within  their  own  spheres; 
and  1,  for  one,  am  perfectly  willing  to  leave  the 
question  of  my  privilege — or  rather  the  privilege  of 
my  constituents — to  be  judged  of  by  the  proper 
legal  tribunals. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STANTON,  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  : 

By  AJr.  GIlliMNELL  :  The  petition  of  Thomas  Nickerson, 
William  PiiiUips,  and  183  oilier  citizens  of  New  Bedlord  and 
vicinity,  and  64  oilier  citizens  of  Piovincetowii,  Massachu- 
setts, asking  for  an  appropriation  fur  the  eonstiuclion  of  a 
breakwater  at  the  iiorlUeasierii  point  of  the  island  of  Nan- 
lucKet. 

[Tlie  petitioners  state  that  there  is  not  probably  a  place 
on  the  wlioie  seaeoa^t  of  Uie  United  tjiate.s  where  a  break- 
water would  aftord  .■^o  luueli  protection  ay  at  this  point.] 

Also,  or  Thomas  Mandall  and  338  other  citizens  of  New 
Bedlord,  Massacliusetts,  asking  Congress  to  establish  a  uni- 
form rate  of  postage  ot  I  wo  cents  on  ail  letters  not  vveigliing 
more  tlian  a  haif  ounce,  and  on  all  newspapers,  of  one  cent 
for  ull  distances. 
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Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  from  citizens  of 
Ne.i  York,  asking  a  change  in  the  laws  now  pend- 
ing in  Congress,  relating  to  passenger  vessels; 
wiiici)  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,' presented  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  approving 
the  measures  adopted  by  the  AdniiiusLration  in  the 
prosecution  of  tlie  war  witli  Mexico,  and  in  favor 
of  its  speedy  termination;  winch  were  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  DOUGLAS,  from  the  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories, reported  the  following  bills,  wuhoutainend- 
ment:  To  eatablisli  the  Territorial  Government  of 
Minesota;  and  to  establish  tlie  Territory  of  Ne- 
braska. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  then  moved  that  the  bill  rela- 
ting to  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  with  the  other  bills 
relating  to  the  Territories,  be  made  the  special  order 
for  Wednesday  next;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, a.sked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  the  Western  Cherokee 
Indians. 

SUPREME  COURT. 
Mr.   BADGER,  on   leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
promote  the  despatch  of  business  in  the  Supreme 


Court,  and  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  the  act 
of  June,  1844,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States;''  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  BADGER  explained  the  bill ,  which  provides 
that  the  next  term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the 
term  appointed  to  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  of 
December,  1849,  shall  continue  for  the  despatch  of 
business  until  the  first  Monday  of  July  after  the 
commencement  of  said  terms,  unless  the  business 
shall  be  sooner  disposed  of.  The  judges  are  ex- 
empted from  attendance  on  circuit  courts  during  the 
said  two  terms  of  the  Supreme  Court.  It  allows 
the  court,  if  the  public  interest  or  its  own  conve- 
nience renders  it  proper,  to  adjourn  over  during 
each  of  the  said  two  terms  from  the  last  Saturday 
of  March  to  any  day  not  later  than  the  first  Mon- 
day of  May  thereafter.  No  writ  of  error  or  ap- 
peal shall  be  taken  from  the  Circuit  Court  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  except  in  cases  in  which  shall 
be  drawn  in  question  the  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, or  of  a  statute  of  the  United  States  or 
some  part  thereof,  or  o[)eration  of  a  treaty;  and 
upon  any  appeal  so  hereafter  taken  or  obtained, 
the  court  shall  not  have  power  to  reexamine  any 
question  other  than  those  arising  upon  the  con- 
struction of  a  statute  or  treaty,  as  aforesaid. 

RIOTOUS  ASSEMBLAGES. 

Mr.  HALE  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  re- 
lating to  riots  and  unlawful  assemblies  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

[The  bil  [provides  that  any  property  destroyed  by 
any  riotous  or  tumultuous  assemblage  shall  be  paid 
for  by  any  town  or  county  in  the  District  where 
it  occurs;  and  that  in  any  suit  instituted  under  this 
act,  the  prosecutor  may  declare  generally  and  give 
the  special  matter  in  evidence.] 

Mr.  HALE  stated  that  circumstances  of  recent 
occurrence  had  created  a  necessity  for  such  a  bill 
as  he  now  desired  to  introduce.  It  was  very  short, 
and  was  in  its  general  features  a  copy  of  a  similar 
law  which  was  formerly  in  force  in  the  State  of 
Maryland.  The  necessity  for  legislation  on  this 
subject  was  apparent  from  facts  which  were  noto- 
rious to  every  member  of  the  Senate.  During  the 
week  there  had  been  great  assemblages  of  disor- 
derly individuals,  who  had  congregated  together  in 
violation  of  order  and  propriety.  They  had  been 
addressed  openly,  and  in  a  manner  adapted  to  pro- 
duce mischievous  excitement,  by  men  of  highei* 
character  and  a  more  elevated  standing  in  society, 
from  whom  better  and  wiser  counsels  might  have 
been  looked  for.  The  time  had  come  when  it  be- 
came necessary  to  determine  whether  mob  law  was 
to  assume  the  ascendency  in  this  capital.  The 
bill  makes  the  town  or  county,  in  which  property 
is  destroyed  by  assemblages  of  this  character,  liable 
for  the  value  of  such  property.  This  was  all  the 
present  bill  embraced.  Whether  further  measures 
may  be  necessary  must  be  left  for  time  to  deter- 
mine. We  are  presenting  at  this  moment  a  very 
singular  aspect.  The  notes  of  our  congratulations 
to  France  for  her  conduct  in  achieving  liberty  are 
still  echoing  throughout  the  Union,  yet  we  are  en- 
gaged in  more  strongly  resisting  the  progress  of 
freedom  at  home. 

A  debate  of  a  most  exciting  and  personal  char- 
acter ensued,  in  which  Mr.  HALE,  Mr.  BAGBY, 
Mr.  CALHOUN,  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  Mr.  DA- 
VIS of  Mississippi,  Mr.  FOOTE,  Mr.  DOUG- 
LAS Mr.  HANNEGAN,  Mr.  MANGUM,  Mr. 
DAVIS  of  Massachusetts,  Mr.  BUTLER,  Mr. 
CAMERON,  and  Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  partici- 
pated. A  report  of  this  discussion  will  be  given 
in  our  Appendix,  obvious  reasons  rendering  it  im- 
proper that  on  a  subject  of  such  delicacy  any  other 
than  a  full  and  revised  version  of  the  speeches 
should  be  presented  to  the  public. 

Mr.  BAGBY  indicated  his  intention  to  move,  if 
the  bill  should  come  before  the  Senate,  so  to  amend 
it,  as  to  provide  for  punishing  kidnapping. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  gave  notice  that 
when  the  bill  came  up  he  would  move  to  amend 
It  by  inserting  a  section  for  the  effectual  protection, 
by  penal  provisions,  of  the  citizens  of  this  District 
and  other  cities  of  the  United  States  in  the  unin- 
terrupted possession  and  ownership  of  their  prop- 
erty in  slaves  in  said  places. 

Before  any  question  was  taken  on  the  motion 
for  leave, 

On  motion. 

The  Senate  adjourned  till  Monday. 
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30ti!  Congress,  1st  Ses^on. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Friday,  Jipril  21,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
QUESTION  OF  PRIVILEGE. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  business  first  in 
order  to  be  the  question  of  privilege  pending  when 
the  House  adjourned  yesterday,  Mr.  SxAfiTON  be- 
ing entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  JOHN  A.  ROCKWELL  suggested,  that 
this  subject  should  be  informally  passed  over  until 
Monday,  in  order  that  the  House  might  proceed 
with  the  consideration  of  the  private  calendar. 

Mr.  STANTON  declined  yielding  the  floor  for 
the  purpose,  and  proceeded  with  his  remarks.  He 
said:  To  every  gentleman  in  the  House,  whose 
views  were  of  a  moderate  and  reasonable  charac- 
ter, he  thought  it  must  be  a  matter  of  regret  that 
the  consideration  of  this  question  of  the  slavery  in- 
stitution had  been  brought  up  at  the  present  time. 
For  himself,  he  spoke  under  a  sense  of  the  neces- 
sity of  opposing  the  resolution.  He  was  sorry,  in 
the  discussion  of  yesterday,  to  hear  several  genile- 
men  from  the  South  state  their  disposition  to  go 
into  the  investigations  proposed.  He  considered 
these  gentlemen  to  have  widely  mistaken  the  true 
policy  of  their  party;  and  to  point  out  that  mistake 
he  had  now  taken  the  floor,  and  desired  to  detain 
the  House  for  a  short  time. 

He  objected  to  this  resolution,  because  it  pro- 
posed something  to  be  done  which  was  beyond  the 
power  of  the  House — at  least  the  power  assumed 
by  the  resolution  was  of  very  doubtful  character. 
The  proposition  asserts  that  membersof  this  House 
have  been  menaced — threatened  with  personal  vio- 
lence, as  he  supposed.  Mr.  S.  admitted  that  this 
House  has  power  to  protect  itself,  to  preserve  or- 
der in  the  body,  and  enforce  such  rules  as  are  im- 
plied in  the  power  to  legislate.  But  to  propose  any 
redress  for  the  grievances  of  individual  members, 
was  clearly  beyond  the  power  of  the  House.  If  a 
member  has  been  threatened  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  prevent  him  from  the  discharge  of  his  public 
duties  here,  the  courts  were  open  for  his  redress, 
as  well  as  for  that  of  every  other  citizen ;  and  if  the 
courts  of  the  District  have  this  power  of  redress, 
the  Constitution  could  not  have  intended  to  confer 
the  same  power  on  this  House,  for  it  would  be  un- 
necessary. 

But  Mr.  S.  was  opposed  to  the  resolution,  be- 
cause the  inquiry  it  proposed  could  result  in  no 
good  whatever.  No  one  believed  for  a  moment 
that  any  gentleman  of  this  House  was  really  in  any 
danger  from  the  menaces  referred  to.  There  was 
not  one  who  felt  within  himself  any  apprehension 
at  ali^rom  the  least  hostile  attack  on  the  part  of 
the  citizens  of  this  District.  But  suppose  there 
was  seriousness  in  the  threatenings  alleged;  what 
could  the  House  do.'  There  had  been  committed 
no  outrage,  no  crime,  no  contempt  which  could  be 
punished.  The  time  had  altogether  passed  by, 
not  only  for  apprehension,  but  for  any  useful  in- 
vestigation— if  there  ever  was  a  time  for  either. 

But  Mr.  S.  was  opposed  to  the  passage  of  this 
resolution,  for  a  more  important  reason.  He  op- 
posed it,  because  the  resolution  did  not  express 
the  true  object  designed  to  be  accomplished  by  the 
movement;  because  it  constituted  a  masked  bat- 
tery against  one  of  our  southern  institutions,  and 
looked  to  the  matter  of  the  escape  of  slaves  from 
their  masters — a  subject  with  which  Congress  could 
have  nothing  to  do,  unless  they  might  pass  laws 
further  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  citizens  con- 
cerned. He  presumed  that  the  honorable  gentle- 
man proposing  the  preamble  and  resolution  would 
not  pretend  that  they  were  designed  for  his  pro- 
tection, but  would  admit,  perhaps,  that  they  were 
intended  to  bear  upon  the  question  of  slavery  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

In  view  of  this  fact,  then,  Mr.  S.  desired  to  sub- 
mit to  those  gentlemen  from  the  South  who  had 
expressed  their  readiness  to  go  into  the  investiga- 
tion proposed,  whether  now,  in  justice  to  their 
constituents,  they  really  ought  to  consent  to  such 
a  thing?  He  submitted  that  it  was  not  the  true 
policy  of  the  South  to  go  into  this  investigation  on 
such  an  issue  as  this.     By  the  pending  amendment, 
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it  was  proposed  to  inquire — he  read  the  language 
of  the  amendment — as  follows: 

"  Whether  any  nieniher  or  members  of  this  House  were 
instrumental  in  procuring  the  slaves,  who  were  recently 
decoyed  from  their  owners  in  this  District,  to  leave  their 
owners;  and  whether  the  said  members  ofthis  House  have 
not  lieen  ijuilty  of  felony,  in  attempting,  or  aiding  in  an  at- 
ten)pt,  to  kidnap  slaves." 

If  he  believed  that  any  attempt  of  this  sort  had 
been  made — if  there  had  been  even  a  suggestion 
from  any  respectable  quarter  that  there  had  been 
such  a  participation  in  this  affair — he  would  not  be 
unwilling  to  investigate  it.  But  he  did  not  under- 
stand that  there  existed  even  the  suspicion,  unless 
it  may  have  grown  out  of  the  amendment  itself 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Gid- 
DiNGs] — against  whom  the  terms  of  the  amend- 
ment seemed  to  have  been  directed  by  his  honorable 
colleague,  [Mr.  Haskell] — has  explicitly  denied 
the  imputation;  and  widely  as  he  differed  from 
that  gentleman,  and  abhorrent  as  were  his  princi- 
ples, in  the  light  in  which  he  regarded  them,  still 
he  had  suflicient  confidence  in  his  integrity  to  be- 
live  his  word;  and  until  the  charge  should  be  con- 
firmed by  testimony  coming  from  a  responsible 
quarter,  he  would  be  wholly  unwilling  to  affix 
such  a  stigma  upon  a  member  of  this  House.  If 
such  a  charge  as  that  contemplated  in  the  amend- 
ment were  pretended  to  be  inferred  from  the 
speeches  and  motions  of  all  sorts  which  tiie  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  has  been  in  the  habit  of  making 
here,  Mr.  S.  would  deny  the  correctness  of  the 
inference,  as  well  as  the  correctness  of  the  princi- 
ple, that  we  may  inferentially  charge  a  gentleman 
with  participation  in  a  crime  of  which  he  knows 
nothing,  and  towards  the  accomplishment  of  which 
purpose  his  wishes  were  never  directed. 

But  the  most  important  reason  why  he  was  dis- 
posed to  oppose  this  preamble  and  resolution,  in 
every  shape,  in  every  form,  in  every  aspect  in 
which  they  may  be  presented,  was  because  they 
indicate  the  approach  of  a  struggle  which  is  likely 
to  take  place  in  this  Hall,  and  which  is  calculated 
^o  shake  the  Union  itself  to  its  very  centre.  It 
was  not  upon  this  issue  that  he  would  be  disposed 
to  go  into  that  struggle.  He  would  be  unwilling 
even  to  enter  into  the  slightest  skirmish  upon  this 
issue.  It  was  an  issue  upon  the  result  of  which 
the  South  had  everything  to  lose,  and  nothing  to 
gain;  because  the  resolution  proceeds  upon  an  as- 
sumption which  has  no  foundation,  and  upon  a  set 
of  facts  gone  by.  The  amendment  also  proceeds 
upon  an  assumption  which  would,  perhaps,  not  be 
sustained;  so  that  all  would  be  compelled  to  see 
and  feel  that  these  investigations  could  never  pro- 
duce any  useful  result.  Whenever  we  enter  into 
that  struggle  for  the  South,  (Mr.  S.  said,)  we 
should  take  care  to  fix  ourselves  on  firmer  and 
higher  ground;  we  should  take  our  stand  on  higher 
and  nobler  principles;  for  we  have  them.  We 
have  an  issue  upon  which  we  can  stand  forever 
fortified  by  principles  immutable  as  truth.  We 
should  stand,  therefore,  on  such  ground,  and  never 
suflTer  ourselves  to  be  brought  into  the  contest  at  a 
disadvantage. 

If  itshouldeverbeshown  that  these  honorablegen- 
tlemen  have  been  attacked  by  a  "  lawless  mob,"  it 
is  a  mob  of  those  who  sustain  the  rights  of  slave- 
holders; and  mobs  are  not  sustained  by  laws  which 
we  respect;  and  we  should  not  allow  ourselves  to 
stand  here  for  our  justification  under  the  cover  of 
a  mob.  Nor,  on  the  other  hand ,  is  there  anything 
to  be  gained  by  pushing  this  inquiry.  For  sup- 
pose we  were  to  succeed  in  expelling  these  gentle- 
men from  the  floor  of  this  House — an  event  which 
no  man  thinks  even  probable  or  possible;  but  sup- 
pose we  should  expel  them  for  this  matter — we  do 
but  weaken  ourselves,  and  strengthen  those  who 
oppose  us.  We  weaken  the  power  of  those  who 
sustain  the  institution  of  slavery,  and  whose  right 
and  duty  it  is  to  sustain  it.  We  should  not  by  any 
means  allow  ourselves  to  engage  in  the  contest  upon 
an  issue  leading  to  such  results. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  conceived  that  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  committed  a  great  blunder,  for  an  abolition 
leader,  when  he  told  the  House  that  he  considered 
ft  violation  of  law  to  be  no  moral  wrong. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  (interposing,  and  Mr.  S.  giving 
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way)  said  it  was  well  known  that  in  his  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Haskell,]  on 
yesterday,  he  barely  entered  upon  his  answer;  and 
he  read  from  a  morning  report  of  the  interlocutory 
matter  which  passed  between  them — adding  what 
he  was  about  to  say  when  the  gentleman  having 
the  floor  stopped  him,  as  he  had  a  right  to  do.  He 
was  about  to  answer  the  question  as  to  the  moral- 
ity of  the  act  of  these  men  in  prison  for  kidnap- 
ping. The  morality  of  their  act  depended  upon 
facts,  of  which  the  House  was  ignorant.  If  report 
be  true,  they  accomplished  their  purpose  in  con- 
cert, and  by  a  clandestine  action,  which  involves 
falsehood.  Mr.  G.  could  say  for  himself,  that  it 
would  have  been  wrong  for  him  to  do  such  a  thing. 
He  pronounced  judgment  on  no  other  man's  con- 
duct; but  in  him  it  would  have  been  v/rong.  He 
left  the  matter  wholly  with  themselves,  however, 
for  he  knew  nothing  of  the  fiicts. 

Mr.  STANTON  continued.  I  have  no  dispo- 
sition to  misrepresent  the  gentleman;  but  every 
one  around  me  understood  him  as  I  did:  [a  voice: 
"Certainly;"]  and  I  recollect  also  the  very  just 
reply  to  the  sentiinent  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Toombs,]  in  which  there  was  as 
much  truth  as  severity;  for  if  the  gentleman  can 
go  into  iny  district  and  entice  away  our  slaves  in 
violation  of  law  without  being  guilty  of  a  moral 
wrong,  then  every  bond  by  which  society  is  bound 
together,  and  by  which  human  rights  are  main- 
tained, is  gone — sundered  forever.  Upon  this  mat- 
ter he  could  hardly  refrain  from  saying,  that  those 
who  hold  the  doctrine,  and  act  upon  it,  "  that  there 
is  no  moral  wrong  in  the  violation  of  positive  law, 
to  aid  the  escape  of  slaves  from  their  owners," 
could  not  complain  if  slaveholders,  whose  rights 
are  involved,  should  hang  the  offenders  upon  the 
first  tree. 

He  had  said  this  was  not  the  time  nor  the  occa- 
sion for  those  who  favor  slavery  to  enter  upon  the 
contest  which  may,  and  perhaps  will,  take  place 
with  those  opposed  to  that  institution.  He  had 
said  we  had  better  ground  to  stand  on — ground 
standing  on  which  we  can  never  fail,  unless  truth 
should  fail,  for  we  may  stand  upon  the  Constitu- 
tion. We  may  point  to  that  sacred  instrument, 
and  demand,  in  the  name  of  our  fathers,  whose 
blood  has  purchased  our  rights,  that  all  its  sacred 
guarantees  shall  be  respected.  When  the  question 
comes  up  on  the  territorial  issue,  Mr.  S.  would 
take  his  stand  upon  this  ground,  and  point  to  the 
blood  of  the  South  which  has  been  poured  out  on 
the  soil  of  Mexico,  and  demand  that  the  South 
should  also  inherit  its  just  share  of  the  advantage 
it  has  procured.  He  would  point  to  the  bones  of 
our  brethren  from  the  North  and  from  the  South, 
who,  side  by  side,  have  fallen,  pleading  together 
the  same  great  cause,  and  ask  you,  now  that  the 
work  is  accomplished,  whether  you  can  expect  the 
rights  of  the  South  to  be  surrendered.  He  would 
refer  to  the  Constitution;  and  on  that  issue  he 
would  show  clearly  that  this  Government  has  no 
right  to  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  Territories; 
and  that,  in  the  admission  of  new  States,  the  Con- 
gress can  exercise  in  this  respect  only  a  species 
of  tutelary,  supervisory  power,  such  as  may  be 
necessary  to  see  that  they  shall  come  in  with  rejiub- 
lican  institutions;  that,  inasmuch  as  this  Govern- 
ment cannot  prevent  the  older  States  from  regula- 
ting and  perpetuating  slavery,  so,  neither  can  it 
suppress  that  institution  in  the  new  States,  without 
violating  the  first  principles  of  the  compact.  He 
would  point  also  to  the  Missouri  compromise,  and 
say  to  the  North,  that,  when  that  contest  came  on, 
although  they  had  no  right  to  place  that  restriction 
upon  slavery,  yet,  for  the  sake  of  harmony,  for 
the  sake  of  compromise  and  union,  for  the  sake  of 
our  institutions,  and  the  preservation  of  our  glori-^ 
ous  example  of  liberty,  the  South  consented  to  a' 
compromise  which,  as  far  as  it  goes,  has  shorn  us 
of  our  rights.  He  would  tell  them,  nevertheless, 
that  we  are  still  ready  to  maintain  that  solemn 
compromise— ready  to  extend  that  line  even  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean— ready  to  do  this,  and  all  that  may 
be  justly  demanded  of  us,  in  that  spirit  of  concilia- 
tion which  we  have  ever  evinced  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  rights  and  our  institutions.     He  would 
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point  to  the  thousand  millions  of  dollars  invested 
in  slave  property — would  regard  this  vast  interest 
in  all  its  magnitude,  and  ask  gentlemen  if  they  are 
mad  enough  to  suppose  that  slavery,  as  at  present 
interlaced  with  all  our  institutions — political, social, 
and  economical — can  possibly  be  violently  rooted 
up,  without  destroying  everything  with  which  it  is 
connected?  He  would  show  them  that  the  elTort, 
if  it  were  attempted,  would  be  as  fruitless  as  the 
puny  effort  of  a  man  to  stop  up  the  flow  of  the 
mighty  waters  of  the  Mississippi.  No,  sir;  the 
North  may  goad  us  at  our  sides;  they  may  attack 
us  upon  the  outskirts  of  our  tower;  they  may  strike 
at  our  rights  and  exasperate  us;  but  they  can  never 
destroy  our  institutions. 

The  slavery  institution,  right  or  wrong,  is  ours — 
whether  it  be  protected,  or  whether  it  be  destroyed. 
It  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  North  to  attack  it 
with  success.  It  would  take  care  of  itself.  Its  con- 
tinuance could  not  be  prevented  so  long  as  it  was 
found  to  be  profitable.  The  jieople  of  the  North 
only  rid  themselves  of  it  when  it  became  unprofit- 
able; and  the  South  may  follow  the  example  when 
that  time  shall  come  to  them;  but  not  before. 
When  he  spoke  of  profit,  he  had  reference  to  the 
moral  as  well  as  the  political  sense  of  the  term — 
profit  to  the  slave,  as  well  as  to  the  master.  When- 
ever slavery  becomes  unprofitable,  it  will  cease. 
When  its  moral  disadvantages  become  so  great 
that  the  results  of  manumission  will  have  no  ter- 
rors for  us,  then  we  shall  get  rid  of  slavery.  But 
sucb  a  result  will  never  be  accomplished  by  hem- 
ming us  round,  and  confining  us  within  a  narrower 
sphere. 

Mr.  S.  would  not  say  that  the  negro  would  have 
been  better  off  had  he  remained  in  the  jungles  of 
Africa,  and  pursued  his  primitive  course  of  canni- 
balism; because  he  was  assured  that  the  change 
had  wrought  for  him  a  great  benefit.  He  had  been 
thereby  placed  in  a  school  of  civilization — a  hard 
school,  he  admitted — hard  in  its  requirements,  and 
oppressive  in  the  obligations  it  imposed;  but  it  has 
been  the  same  school  to  him  with  that  which, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Supreme  Being,  human- 
ity, as  it  emerges  from  barbarism,  has  been  obliged 
to  undergo  in  all  ages.  Whenever  the  intelligence 
of  the  slave  sliall  come  up  to  that  measure  which 
will  qualify  him  for  self-government,  then  the 
power  of  the  master,  like  that  of  the  late  masters 
of  Europe,  will  no  longer  be  able  to  hold  him  in  sub- 
jection. But  that  day  has  not  yet  come;  and  until 
itdoes  come,  the  labors  of  these  opposers  of  slavery 
can  do  nothing  but  mischief. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky,  next  obtained 
the  floor.  He  promised  to  address  himself  as  di- 
rectly to  the  question  before  the  House  as  he  could. 
That  question  was  on  the  adoption  of  a  resolution 
for  a  committee  of  inquiry,  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  near  him,  [Mr.  Palfrey.] 
That  motion  was  predicated  on  the  alleged  fact 
tlial  riotous  assemblages  of  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  had  taken  place  during  two  suc- 
cessive nights,  and  that  menaces  had  been  uttered 
against  a  member  of  the  House.  On  this  state- 
ment the  House  was  asked  to  raise  a  select  com- 
mittee of  five  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  the 
state  of  the  facts. 

On  this  resolution  he  proposed  to  submit  one  or 
two  remarks.  If  it  was  true  that  there  had  been 
any  riotous  assemblages  of  people  in  this  District, 
he  presumed  the  laws  of  the  District  were  amply 
sufficient  to  repress  them.  If  any  further  legisla- 
tion had  been  necessary  in  order  to  maintain  the 
public  jieace,  no  doubt  the  citizens  would  have 
petitioned  Congress,  through  their  Mayor  and 
Council  Boards,  that  the  necessary  law  should  be 
]TOSscd.  15ul  he  had  heard  of  no  such  petition. 
Had  the  House  been  advised  that  new  legislation 
•was  requisite  or  was  desired  .'  Were  not  the  laws 
already  in  force  quite  adequate  to  the  protection  of 
the  peaceable  people  f>r  the  District?  And  did  not 
the  gentleman  who  had  offered  this  resolution 
know  that  the  court  of  the  District  was  at  this  time 
in  session,  and  that  all  the  common-law  remedies 
.  could  at  once  be  applied  to  the  putiin-  down  of  a 
mob?  Had  further  remedies  been  needed,  no  doubt 
they  would  have  been  asked  for. 

Then  he  camo  to  the  question  of  privilege  alleo-ed 
to  be  involved  in  this  case.  What  were  the  priv- 
ileges of  members  of  Congress?  What  had  been 
the  extent  of  the  threat  said  to  liave  been  uttered? 
These'seemed  to  be  questioiiu  which  it  was  legiti- 
mate to  discuss. 


The  privileges  of  the  British  House  of  Commons 
were  in  derogation  of  the  common  right;  and  were 
they  to  be  extended  by  construction — to  be  ampli- 
fied by  resolution?  A  member  of  Congress  was 
declared  by  the  Constitution  to  be  privileged  from 
arrest  in  coming  to  attend  his  duties  in  Congress 
and  in  returning  to  his  home,  except  for  treason, 
felony,  or  breach  of  the  peace.  And  why?  For 
his  own  sake?  Not  at  all;  but  for  the  sake  of 
seventy  thousand  citizens  of  one  of  the  States 
whose  representative  he  was,  and  who  would  lose 
theirrepresentalion  in  the  National  Councils  should 
their  representative  be  forcibly  detained  from  his 
seat.  It  was  that  they  might  not  be  disfranchised 
that  he  was  thus  shielded  from  the  arm  of  the  law 
that  reached  other  men,  and  not  for  his  own  spe- 
cial benefit  or  personal  dignity. 

Then  we  had  an  additional  rule  of  construction 
to  apply.  The  Constitution  declared  that  Con- 
gress had  power  "  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be 
necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  granted  powers,  and  all  other  powers  vested  by 
the  Constitution  in  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereof." 
Had  Congress  legislated  on  this  subject  of  privilege? 
How  did  the  fiict  stand?  What  had  been  done? 
In  cases  not  of  mere  threat,  but  of  actual  violence, 
what  had  the  House  done?  He  believed,  that  in 
the  27th  Congress,  a  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Stanley,]  now  Attorney  General  of 
that  State,  and  another  gentleman,  since  employ- 
ed on  an  important  foreign  mission,  came  into  ac- 
tual collision  on  the  floor  and  in  presence  of  the 
House.  The  case  was  referred  to  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  and  report  the  facts;  and  what  had 
been  done?  Nothing.  A  like  unfortunate  occur- 
rence had  taken  place  during  the  present  session. 
Had  any  punishment  been  inflicted  on  either  party? 
Not  any.  Now,  if  cases  of  this  character  could 
be  thus  passed  over,  would  the  Hou.se,  upon  ru- 
mor, and  under  color  of  privilege,  go  into  an  in- 
quiry as  to  words  spoken  of  a  member  in  the  public 
streets?     He  presumed  not. 

This  question  of  privilege  had  been  brought  up 
at  various  times.  In  1832,  an  assault  liad  been 
made  by  General  Houston  on  a  Mr.  Stansbery,  of 
Ohio.  And  how  had  that  resulted?  A  committee 
had  been  appointed  in  that  case,  and  a  long  exam- 
ination was  had.  And  had  it  produced  any  good, 
either  to  the  country  or  to  the  members  of  that 
House?  There  had  been  a  more  recent  instanc?, 
in  the  case  of  a  duel  between  Mr.  Graves,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  Mr.  Cilley,  of  Maine.  A  committee 
was  appointed,  and  a  majority  of  the  committee, 
in  their  report,  stated  that  there  had  been  a  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  the  House;  but  it  resulted 
neither  in  expulsion  nor  reprimand.  If  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Palfrey]  would 
look  at  the  history  of  that  case,  he  would  see  the 
part  that  his  late  venerable  colleague,  whose  remo- 
val from  that  House  had  so  excited  the  universal 
grief,  had  taken.  Had  that  able  and  experienced 
man  contended  that  the  duel  was  a  breach  of  privi- 
lege? Not  at  all.  And,  after  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
cussion, the  case  went  off,  and  no  penalty  was 
inflicted.  A  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  early  history  of  this  Republic,  had  engaged 
injnortal  combat  with,  and  had  actually  killed,  a 
highly  distinguished  citizen;  yet,  after  that  fact, 
he  had  continued  to  preside  in  the  other  House, 
and  nothing  had  been  said  or  done  in  the  way  of 
penalty.  A  dozen  cases  of  a  kindred  kind  might 
be  cited,  and  no  expulsion  had  followed.  Yet  it 
was  pro]vosfid  now,  because  that  some  one  in  this 
District — whether  in  sight  or  hearing  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddtngs]  or  not;  whether 
a  man,  or  a  boy,  or  a  female,  no  one  knew — had 
spoken  in  threatening  language  of  that  member, 
it  was  swelled  up  into  a  mighty  aflair,  and  the 
House  was  called  upon  to  inquire  whether  its  priv- 
ileges had  not  been  invaded.  Nobody  had  been 
struck;  nobody  was  in  danger;  nothing  at  all  had 
been  done — (it  was  this  moment  suggested  to  him 
that  not  improbably  Mrs.  Royall  might  have  utter- 
ed some  threat  against  the  honorable  member;  a 
laugh) — yet  a  committee  was  to  be  raised  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers!  At  this 
rate,  the  House  might  send  out  and  arrest  all  the 
editors  in  the  country.  If  they  could  go  into  what 
was  said  a  mile  from  the  Capitol  against  one  mem- 
ber, why  iriight  they  not  go  all  over  the  Union  and 
inquire  what  had  been  printed  against  whole  par- 
ties of  members  ?  An  instance  of  this  kind  had 
occurred  in  tha  rotundo,  when  President  Jackson 


had  been  shot  at  by  a  lunatic  by  the  name  of  Law- 
rence, induced  possibly  to  the  act  by  a  desire  to 
imitate  the  man  who  shot  at  George  III.  in  the 
theatre,  and  the  saiffe  plea  of  insanity  produced 
the  discharge  of  both.  Nothing  was  done  to  the 
man.  In  the  same  place,  John  Adams,  jr.,  private 
secretary  to  his  fiuher,  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  whilst  on  his  way  from  the  House  to  the  Sen- 
ate, with  a  message  from  thePresidentof  theUnited 
States,  had  been  assaulted  by  one  Russell  Jarvis, 
on  the  pretext  that  Adams  had  insulted  ladies  who 
were  under  Jarvi.-;'s  care;  and  a  committee,  after 
inquiry,  recommended  that  Jarvis  be  reprimanded. 
There  was  a  double  report;  Mr.  McDulfie.of  South 
Carolina,  being  at  the  head  of  the  committee,  and 
having  made  the  report  of  the  majority.  A  dis- 
tinguished judge,  [P.  P.  BAniJouR,  deceased,]  in  the 
minority  report,  took  the  ground  so  ably  maintained 
by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Toombs]  yes- 
terday, and  showed  what  was  the  extent  of  the 
privilege  of  a  member  of  Congress. 

A  member,  by  the  Constitution,  could  not  be 
questioned  elsewhere  for  words  spoken  in  debate 
on  the  floor.  Mr.  T.  would  not  discuss  the  ques- 
tion whether  this  referred  only  to  indictments  or 
suits  for  libel  or  slander;  the  only  intention  of  the 
clause  was  to  secure  freedom  of  speech  in  debate. 
Mr.  T.  said  he  knew  that  there  were  precedents 
to  the  contrary;  but,  if  a  member  might  not  be 
called  on  in  any  way  for  abusive  language  uttered 

here [Here  Mr.  T.  was  understood  to  refer  to 

cases  of  violence,  as  the  duel  between  Randolph 
and  Clay,  and  the  personal  rencounter  betweerj 
Bell  and  Turney,  (both  of  Tennessee,)  on  the  floor 
of  the  House.  These  and  similar  cases  had  never 
resulted,  when  brought  up,  in  any  good.  All  these 
persons  had  escaped  the  reprimand  of  the  Senate 
and  House;  and  those  of  them  yet  surviving  fill 
high  places  in  the  affections  of  the  people  of  this 
country.] 

The  Constitution  having  clearly  demarked  the 
extent  of  a  member's  privilege,  Mr.  T.  asked 
whether  Congress  had  ever  passed  any  law  say- 
ing either  what  should  constitute  the  crime  of  a 
breach  of  privilege  or  what  should  be  its  punish- 
ment? He  believed  not.  Congress  had  enacted 
no  law  upon  the  subject.  Neither  had  this  been 
done  in  England.  The  House  of  Commons  once 
banished  a  man  for  breach  of  its  privileges.  Had 
any  law  prescribed  how  the  trial  should  be  con- 
ducted? Whether  the  accused  should  be  allowed 
counsel  and  the  right  of  cross-examination?  Not 
at  all;  nor  said  what  should  be  the  extent  of  pun- 
ishment. The  resolution  now  offered  proposed 
that  the  committee  to  be  raised  should  have  power 
to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  The  committee 
might  send  under  this  power  for  witnesses  from 
the  Aroostook,  or  Charleston,  or  New  Orleans,  or 
Oregon.  And  what  would  the  House  bring  the 
man  for?  And,  if  convicted,  what  was  to  be  his 
punishment?  It  was  alleged  that  somebody  had 
threatened  a  member  of  Congress.  Well,  suppose 
they  had,  was  this  a  breach  of  privilege?  Were 
gentlemen  going  to  destroy  the  freedom  of  speech? 
The  House  was  to  be  the  accuser;  the  House  was 
to  be  the  judge;  the  House  was  to  carry  on  the 
trial  in  its  own  way,  and  without  any  known  law. 
They  decided  by  resolution  when  no  law  had  been 
passed — by  e.r  poslfucto  resolution — that  he  should 
be  so  punished  for  contempt.  Now,  was  it  not  the_ 
extreme  of  tyranny?  How  stood  the  case?  Why, 
in  this  city  of  Washington — containing  a  popula- 
tion, allow  him  to  say,  than  whom  he  never  saw 
any  more  orderly,  well-behaved,  and  industrious — 
if  any  outbreak  had  ever  happened,  connected  with 
it  had  been  officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  or  those  who  came  here  from 
other  parts  of  the  country.  It  was  an  industrious, 
orderly,  religious  population.  Did  we  hear  of  any 
outbreak  among  them?  of  their  perpetrating  any 
row?  Did  they  insult  any  man'  So  far  from 
that,  they  rather  allowed  themselves  to  be  imposed 
upon  by  the  officials  of  Government.  Such  being 
the  circumstances,  suppose  a  man,  exercising  his 
right  of  freedom  of  speech,  had  said  something 
about  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  or  the  gentleman 
from  Ma.ssachusctts;  suppose  he  had  had  the  au- 
dacity to  talk,  he  had  injured  or  assaulted  nobody; 
and  would  they  arraign  him^  here,  and  solemnly 
set  up  that  he  had  violated  the  ])rivileges  of  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress? 

In  reference  to  this  question  of  privilege,  he  de- 
sired to  read  to  the  House  the  views  taken  by 
Judge  Barbour,  in  a  report  made  by  him  to  this 
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House  in  behalf  of  the  minority  of  the  committee 
in  the  Jarvis  case  : 

"  This  power,  [to  punish  the  assault  in  question,]  if  it  exist, 
must  rest  for  its  support  upon  that  doctrine  of  prii-'ilegc  which 
is  said  to  be  estabhshed  by  the  law  and  custom  of  Parlia- 
nient— a  doctrine  which,  in  their  estimation,  [of  the  minor- 
ity of  the  committee,]  is  as  incompatible  with  the  genius  of 
our  Government  as  it  is  dangerous  to  the  rights  of  the  citizen. 
In  proof  of  this,  they  propose  to  take  a  brief  review  of  its 
origin  and  progress,  as  also  of  its  practical  application  to  that 
deliberative  assembly  which  is  generally  regarded  by  those 
who  assert  the  power  as  the  source  whence  precedents  are 
to  be  derived  Illustrative  of  the  proper  occasion  for  its  exer- 
cise. It  is  said  by  a  celebrated  writer  upon  the  subject,  that 
the  law  of  Parliament '  is  to  be  sought  after  by  all,  is  unknown 
'  to  many,  and  known  only  to  a  tew  ;  that  it  Is  to  be  learned 

<  out  of  the  rolls  of  Parliament  and  other  records,  and  by  pre- 
'  cedents  and  continual  experience  ;'  that  '  the  maxims  upon 
*  which  they  proceed,  together  with  the  method  of  proceed- 

<  ing,  rest  entirely  in  the  breast  of  Parliament  itself,  and  are 
« not  defined  and  ascertained  by  any  particular  slated  laws.' 
And  again:  'that  the  dignity  and  independence  of  the  two 
'  Houses  are,  in  a  great  measure,  preserved  by  keeping  their 
'  privileges  indefinite.'  Thus,  it  appears,  from  the  nature  of 
this  parliamentary  law  and  these  parliamentary  privileges, 
that  they  are  Incompatible  with  the  principles  of  our  Gov- 
ernment and  against  the  dictates  of  justice.  Nothing  can, 
without  a  solecism  in  language,  be  called  a  iaw,  but  some  rule 
of  action  which  is  pulilished  to  those  who  are  to  be  aft'ected 
by  it;  whilst  It  is  seen  that  the  law  of  Parliament,  so  mis- 
called, is  locked  up  in  their  own  bosoms;  and  nothing  can 
he  more  unjust  than  to  punish  an  individual  for  any  offence 
against  those  privileges,  the  nature  and  character  of  which, 
beinglndefinite, are  utterly  unknown, and  which  onlybeconie 
known  as  particular  cases  occur;  thus  making  the  Infliction 
of  punishment  the  first  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  rule 
under  which  it  is  inflicted." 

He  repeated,  (3id  the  House  possess  the  power 
to  punish  a  citizen  by  an  ex  post  facto  resolution — 
a  citizen  who  had  no  premonition,  who  was  not 
advised  tliat  it  was  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the 
House  to  speak  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  or  any- 
body else.'  Were  they  to  bring  him  before  them 
by  virtue  of  a  law  which  had  been  locked  up  in 
their  bosoms,  which  he  had  never  heard,  seen,  or 
read.'  It  was  the  very  essence  of  tyranny ;  and  that 
very  principle  which  induced  a  man  to  stand  up 
against  the  extension  of  the  prerogatives  of  the 
monarch,  ought  to  induce  him  to  stand  up  against 
this  unwarranted  extension  of  the  privileges  of  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

He  did  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood.  If  their 
order  was  interrupted,  if  any  intruder  came  in  and 
disturbed  their  proceedings,  they  had  the  proper 
officers — the  Serg€ant-at-Arms  and  Doorkeeper — 
who  might  require  assistance,  if  necessary.  That 
was  an  inherent  power  in  every  deliberative  body, 
in  every  court — the  power  of  self-defence  and  self- 
preservation;  and  so  far  as  protecting  the  delibera- 
tions of  this  body  was  concerned,  it  was  a  power 
needful  and  requisite.  But  when  they  went  beyond 
the  purlieus  of  the  House,  out  into  the  commu- 
nity, and  said  that  their  privilege  protected  them  as 
individuals,  and  invested  them  with  a  kind  of  supe- 
rior majesty  of  fancied  sanctity;  that  it  not  only 
protected  them  as  members  of  Congress,  but  when 
engaged  in  other  affairs,  it  was  going  quite  beyond 
the  bounds  of  reason.  Suppose  a  member  of 
Congress  insulted  a  man;  suppose  he  committed  a 
trespass,  or  did  anything  in  violation  of  the  legal 
rio-hts  of  others,  was  such  immaculate  sanctity  and  ' 
immunity  thrown  around  him  by  the  privileges  of 
this  House  as  to  shield  and  screen  him  .'  Certainly 
not.  Such  a  doctrine  would  give  him  unbridled, 
unlicensed  liberty,  whenever  and  wherever  he 
pleased,  to  assault  and  insult  the  citizen. 

When  they  had  enacted  no  law,  then,  declaring 
what  should  be  breach  of  privilege,  what  should 
be  contempt,  and  what  should  be  their  penalty,  he 
asked  them  if,  on  a  mere  vagrant  idle  rumor,  they 
would  get  up  a  kind  of  star-chamber  commission, 
to  consist  of  five  or  nine  persons,  with  power  to 
bring  up  and  punish  an  individual  who  talked  of  a 
member  of  Congress,  (if  he  had  talked  at  all,)  not 
in  his  ]iresence,  who  had  not  impeded  his  going 
to  or  returning  from  the  House.'  Had  they  the 
right  despotically,  tyrannically,  to  arraign  the  citi- 
zens of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  no  offence 
against  the  laws.'  The  Speaker  had  very  properly 
remarked,  wiien  the  resolution  was  first  presented, 
that  members  might  call  for  specifications.  There 
had  been  no  specifications.  A  general,  loosely- 
worded  resolution  was  all  they  had  before  them, 
■which,  if  passed,  would  amount  to  a  warrant  to 
catch  whosoever  they  would.  The  man  that  had 
talked,  about  whom  or  what  he  had  talked,  was 
not  pointed  out,  and  this  warrant  to  catch  whom 
they  pleased  was  called  fur;  and  they  were  told 
that  the  privileges  of  the  House  would  be  protected 
in  thai  way ! 


He  should  vote  against  this  whole  proceeding. 
Suppose  the  gentleman  got  this  committee  raised, 
and  suppose  an  individual  was  brought  before  them 
who  had  talked:  what  punishment  would  they  in- 
flict upon  him.'  Would  they  imprison,  sentence 
to  hard  labor,  or  exile  him.'  Suppose  he  had 
talked  about  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  when  he 
was  not  within  a  mile  of  him.  Were  they  for  this 
to  sit  in  solemn  conclave  of  five  to  determine  what 
should  be  done  with  him.'  He  put  it  to  the  House, 
had  they  ever  had  brought  before  them  a  proposition 
so  idle,  so  useless,  and  ridiculous!  He  would  not 
encourage  anything  disorderly.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  and  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
so  far  as  their  personal  rights  were  concerned,  or 
their  rights  as  members  of  Congress,  were  entitled 
to  the  same  protection  as  other  citizens  and  other 
members  of  Congress.  He  regretted  that  we  should 
have  anything  of  the  character  or  description  of  a 
mob.  He  belonged  to  the  law  and  order  party. 
But  this  thing  of  a  mob,  like  the  privilege  claimed 
in  some  quarters  for  members  of  the  House,  was 
a  thing  quite  indefinite.  It  was  rather  hard  to  tell 
what  it  meant.  A  body  of  men,  exercising  the 
right  of  revolution  in  Paris,  the  other  day  had 
gone  into  the  House  of  Deputies,  and  turned  out 
neck  and  heels  its  members,  and  established  a  gov- 
ernment. We  had  sent  them  our  congratulations 
and  felicitations.  He  trusted  they  might  succeed 
in  what  they  were  doing,  and  thatfrom  their  present 
chaotic  government  might  come  out  a  government 
like  our  own — founded  on  true  republican  princi- 
ples, which  should  be  handed  down  to  succeeding 
generations  in  that  country.  He  believed  in  the 
gentleman's  own  State  a  mob  commenced  the 
war  of  our  Revolution — a  tea-party  in  Boston 
harbor — who  were  now  held  in  veneration  by 
everybody.  The  people  in  this  District  had  been 
aroused — not  exactly  to  a  revolution,  for  he  be- 
lieved they  were  pretty  well  satisfied  with  their 
government  —  from  the  fact  that  some  piratical 
schooner,  whether  from  Morocco  or  Algiers  he 
could  not  tell,  had  come  in  and  clandestinely  taken 
some  seventy  or  eighty  slaves  from  their  owners — 
had  stolen  some  |50,000  in  value,  and  made  off 
with  them,  like  a  party  of  Indians  making  an  in- 
cursion upon  a  border  settlement,  and  running 
away  with  a  lot  of  horses  and  cattle.  Some  of  the 
owners,  he  understood,  were  widows,  some  men 
of  small  means;  and  they  had  had  the  audacity  to 
denounce  this  as  a  species  of  larceny,  theft,  crime, 
and  to  talk  about  those  who  promoted  it.  He 
thought  they  had  rather  shown  themselves  a  kind 
Christian  people  that  they  had  not  talked  more. 
Why,  there  was  not  a  man,  who  had  the  heart  of 
a  man  within  him,  who,  let  any  man  interfere  with 
ills  domestic  relations — the  relation  of  parent  and 
child,  guardian  and  ward,  or  master  and  servant — 
and  drag  away  one  so  connected  with  him  without 
authority  or  pretence  of  claim,  would  quietly,  kind- 
ly submit.  There  were  few  as  strong  peace  men 
as  that.  These  men  owned  slaves;  they  had  been 
robbed  of  them;  and  was  this  House  to  say  that 
their  talking  about  it  under  the  wrongs  and  aggra- 
vations which  had  been  thrown  upon  them  inter- 
fered with  the  dignity  and  privileges  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States.' 

He  would  refrain  from  speaking  at  this  time  in 
reference  to  this  slave  question;  for  on  another 
occasion  he  designed  and  desired  to  give  his  views 
at  length.  He  knew  between  the  gentleman  who 
had  offered  this  resolution  and  those  of  similar 
views  and  himself  there  was  a  wide  difference.  He 
knew  when  they  came  up  to  this  question  it  always 
aroused  exciteinent  and  feeling.  This  House  knew, 
from  the  scenes  that  had  transpired  before  in  this 
Hall,  that  nothing  of  good  to  the  country  or  to  the 
individual  participants  in  the  debate  ever  arose. 
He  regretted  whenever  the  question  came  up;  and 
in  his  heart,  charitable  as  he  might  be,  he  could 
not  forgive  a  man  who,  recollecting  tlje  compro- 
mises of  the  Constitution,  recollecting  how  pros- 
perously and  gloriously  we  had  lived  under  it  and 
grown  to  greatness  and  power,  unmindful  of  his 
duties  and  of  the  rights  of  others,  assumed  juris- 
diction and  control  over  questions  which  did  not 
belong  to  hiin — the  man  who,  blindly  led  by  po- 
litical fanaticism,  assumed  to  denounce  Southern 
men  and  their  institutions.  Even  if  they  were 
wrong  in  holding  slaves,  even  if  it  was  a  sore  spot, 
did  it  become  their  brethren  of  the  North  to  be  con- 
tinually rasping  it.'  If  they  hud  a  plague-spot  upon 
them,  let  them  alone;  do  not  be  continually  putting 
upon  it  a  coal  of  fire.     They  were  tlieir  negroes; 


it  was  their  own  domestic  institution,  sustained 
and  regulated  by  their  own  laws.  Why,  then,  in 
the  name  of  truth  and  justice,  were  gentlemen  con- 
tinually intermeddling  with  that  which  did  not  be- 
long to  them,  with  which  they  had  no  concern? 
In  this  instance  every  man  sawhowsuch  proceed- 
ings generally  resulted.  These  seventy  or  eighty 
slaves  would  many  of  them  be  sent  to  the  South 
by  their  owners,  and  besides  them  perhaps  a  thou- 
sand more,  where  they  would  be  subjected  to  the 
consequences  of  change  of  climate,  food,  living, 
and,  by  the  time  they  became  acclimated,  perhaps 
five  hundred  of  them  would  d  e. 

That  was  the  result  of  the  benevolence  of  those 
gentlemen  who  took  so  much  concern  in  this  mat- 
ter, which  did  not  belong  to  them.  Why,  in  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  before  this  abolition  movement 
was  got  up,  there  was  a  large  party  in  favor  of 
emancipation.  That  party  was  met  in  its  progress  in 
this  way — by  men  who  were  not  content  to  let  them 
go  on  and  themselves  effect  the  work,  but  resorted 
to  denunciation,  and  threats,  and  attempts  at  com- 
pulsion; and  who,  in  their  excessive  zeal  to  free 
the  slave  of  the  South,  only  riveted  his  chaina. 
When  they  said  to  the  citizens  of  Kentucky,  You 
shall  strike  off  the  manacles  of  the  slave,  they  only 
riveted  them  on  him  harderand  harder.  The  gen- 
tleman near  him  [Mr.  Bayly]  said  it  was  the  same 
in  Virginia.  Not  only  this,  but  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  and  every  man  from  the  slave  States  knew 
the  fact — he  knew  it  fiom  personal  knowledge,  from 
observation,  that  wherever  you  turn  these  slaves 
loose  they  are  a  degraded  class;  they  never  come 
up  to  the  enjoyment  of  equal  privileges.  Look  at 
the  statistics  of  the  country;  look  at  the  last  cen- 
sus, and  we  found  the  free  negroes  a  poor,  degra- 
ded, vagabond  class — participants  in  theft,  larceny, 
crime,  outcasts  from  society,  unprotected  from  the 
wrongs  and  injuries  of  bad  white  men,  uncared  for 
in  sickness  and  age,  as  the  owner  from  affection 
and  interest  cares  for  and  protects  his  slaves. 
Wherever  you  turned  a  negro  free,  pauperism,  va- 
grancy, demoralization,  and  crime  overtook  him 
and  his  descendants.  All  experience  proved  this. 
In  view  of  these  facts,  there  was  a  vast  difference 
between  these  gentlemen  and  him.  He  regarded 
their  course  as^an  unauthorized,  oflncious  inter- 
meddling— a  species  of  intervention  where  neither 
their  jurisdiction,  their  duty,  nor  business  led  them. 
In  the  madness  of  a  mistaken  philanthropy,  phren- 
sied  by  what  they  professed  to  be  the  good  of  the 
black  man,  they  were  continually  defeating  their 
own  ends,  injuring  the  cause  of  freedom,  and  bind- 
ing more  firmly  the  chains  of  the  slave. 

Mr.  BAYLY  had  designed,  when  he  came  here 
this  morning,  to  discuss  this  great  question  of  priv- 
ilege, but  it  had  been  so  satisfactorily  argued  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Thompson,] 
that  he  should  not  attempt  to  add  anything  to  that 
gentleman's  argument.  But  he  meant  to  present 
a  second  view  of  the  subject  which  he  hnd  at  the 
same  time  had  in  contemplation.  Conceding  the 
right  of  this  House  to  pass  this  resolution,  yet  the 
conduct  of  the  person  who  was  said  to  have  been 
menaced  had  been  such,  that,  admitting  the  juris- 
diction of  this  House,  it  was  not  becoming  in  them 
to  exercise  it.  What  he  had  been  subjected  to 
was  the  legitimate  consequence  of  their  own  con- 
duct, and  for  him  he  had  not  the  slightest  sym- 
pathy. 

He  desired  to  show — and,  unless  he  had  greatly 
mistaken  the  force  of  evidence,  he  should  show — 
that  the  agitation  of  this  subject  of  slavery  in 
this  House,  out  of  which  so  much  mischief  Jiad 
grown,  was  occasioned  by  the  instrumentality  of 
a  foreign  nation,  which  was  prompted  by  self- 
ish views  to  aim  a  deadly  blow  at  not  only  the 
prosperity,  but  the  very  existence,  of  this  coun- 
try. The  House  might  suppose  that  this  was  a 
broad  assertion,  but  he  pledged  himself  to  prove 
its  truth.  He  repeated  that  this  abolition  move- 
ment in  the  North,  which  had  grown  up  until 
it  had  assumed  so  fearful  a  character,  was  the 
prompting  of  the  British  nation,  and  the  .-ibolition- 
ists  hero  are  but  the  instruments  of  another  nation 
in  its  aggressions  on  us.  Gentlemen  might  recard 
it  as  a  bold  assertion,  but  he  was  prepared  to  es- 
tablish it,  and  he  desired  now  to  do  it  the  more 
that  the  North  rather  than  the  South  misht  see  the 
testimony.  They  all  knew  that  for  more  thantwo 
centuries  there  was  no  nation  on  the  face  of  the 
earth  that  clung  so  tenaciously  to  the  slave  trade 
and  to  slavery  as  the  British  Government.  Down 
to  as  late  a  period  fts  1776  a  motion  was  made  in 
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the  British  Parliament,  by  a  Mr.  David  Hartley, 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  abolishing  the  siave 
trade,  and  his  resolution  was  not  even  considered: 
for  at  that  time  nobody  in  Great  Britain  aimed  at 
the  abolition  of  slavery,  and  very  few  of  that  of 
the  slave  trade.  The  British  Parliament  would 
not  even  consider  it.  At  a  period  much  later  than 
that — in  the  year  1824 — Mr.  Canning,  as  a  minis- 
ter of  the  Crown,  said  in  the  British  Parliament 
that  if  he  were  asked  which  he  would  prefer,  per- 
manent slavery  or  immediate  abolition,  he  would 
answer  that  he  would  prefer  things  remaining  as 
they  were.  And  he  gave  as  a  reason  for  prefer- 
ring permanent  slavery  to  mimediate  emancipa- 
tion, "his  duty  to  guard  the  interests  of  those 
who,  by  no  fault  of  their  own,  by  inheritance,  by 
accident,  by  encouragement  of  repeated  acts  of  the 
Legislature,  find  their  property  invested  in  a  con- 
cern exposed  to  innumerable  hazards  and  difficul- 
ties which  do  not  belong  to  property  of  another 
character,  such  as,  if  they  had  their  option,  as 
their  ancestors  had,  they  doubtless  would  have 
preferred." 

At  that  time  the  doctrine  of  *Mr.  Canning  was 
the  doctrine  of  the  English  nation.  But  how  stand 
matters  now?  A  change  in  the  physical  condition 
and  with  it  the  policy  of  England  took  place,  and 
they  abolished  in  the  first  instance  the  slave  trade, 
and  secondly  slavery  itself;  but,  as  he  should  show 
by  historical  facts,  they  abolished  it  with  no  views 
of  philanthropy,  but  to  promote  their  own  selfish 
interests. 

He  begged  permission  to  read  an  extract  on  this 
subject  from  a  speech  of  his  own,  delivered  some 
years  ago, as  the  facts  were  there  succinctly  stated: 

"And  why  does  England  desire  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  United  States?  Sir,  it  is  to  cripple 
our  prosperity;  and  the  blow  is  aimed  as  much  at 
the  North  as  the  South,  as  much  at  that  portion  of 
the  country  which  is  her  most  formidable  rival  in 
commerce  and  manufactures  as  at  us,  who  are  pro- 
fitable consumers  of  her  productions,  and  her  rivals 
in  but  little. 

"  If  there  are  any  here  who  may  be  deluded  by 
the  idea  that  England  is  actuated  by  philanthropic 
motives,  if  he  will  attend  for  a  few  moments,  I  will 
show  him,  that  so  far  from  that,  her  purposes  are 
the  most  selfish  and  heartless.  A  short  recital  of 
authentic  historical  facts  will  establish  this  position. 
"  We  all  know  that  for  more  than  two  centuries 
the  African  slave  trade  was  carried  on  by  the  Brit- 
ish nation  under  the  patronage  of  the  Government, 
and  was  protected  by  charters  of  monopoly  and 
public  treaties.  Under  the  Stuart  kings,  charters 
were  granted,  endowed  with  exclusive  privileges 
for  carrying  on  the  African  slave  trade,  and  they 
were  sustained  by  all  the  power  and  patronage  of 
the  British  Government. 

"  At  the  celebrated  treaty  of  Utrecht,  in  1713,  by 
which  the  Sjianish  succession  war  was  terminated, 
tlie  British  nation  obtained,  by  what  was  called  the 
Jlssiento  contract,  th.e  exclusive  ]3rivi!ege  of  carry- 
ing on  the  slave  trade  for  thirty  years,  at  the  rate 
of  4,800  slaves  yearly;  and  Lord  Brougham  said, 
in  the  tlouse  of  Commons  in  1815,  the  English 
nation  had  obtained  'the  whole  price  of  the  victo- 
ries of  Rannlies  and  Blenheim  in  an  additional 
share  of  the  slave  trade;'  and  Mr.  C.  Grant,  in 
1818,  informed  us  '  that  she  higgled  at  Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle  for  four  years  longer  of  this  exclusive  trade, 
and  at  the  treaty  at  Madrid  clung  to  the  last  re- 
mains of  the  Assiento  contract.' 

"  In  consequence  of  the  activity  of  the  marine  of 
England,  and  her  possessing  the  exclusive  trade, 
she  soon  stocked  her  own  colonies.  Desiring  the 
monopoly  of  the  tropical  productions,  as  the  means 
of  securing  it,  and  to  prevent  the  supply  of  labor 
for  the  southern  colonies  of  other  nations,  she  comj 
iTiencod  agitation  in  favor  of  the  abolition  of  the 
African  slave  trade.  But  it  was  only  the  .African 
slave  trade.  It  wns  necessary  that  the  subject  of 
it  Hhould  have  a  black  skin  and  a  woolly  head  to 
enlist  English  sympathies.  It  is  notorious  that 
slave  fairs  are  regularly  held  in  the  regencies  of 
Tripoli  and  Morocco,  and  they  are  transported 
thence  up  the  Levant,  where  tliey  are  au-ani  ex- 
posed to  sale  like  cattle  in  the  market.  But  these 
fie(i])le  did  not  come  into  com[>etition  with  Eng- 
isli  colonies  in  the  production  of  the  great  articles 
of  commerce,  and  hence  they  do  not  enjoy  her  dis- 
interested philanthropy,  which  has  its  beginning 
and  end  in  the  profits  of  trade. 

♦*  In  the  abortive  attempt  at  negotiation  for  peace 
by  Mr.  Fox  in  1806,  an  elfort  was  made  to  induce 


France  to  join  in  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade. 
The  French  minister  replied: 

"  'Engliind,  with  her  colonies  wlII  storked  with  negroes, 
'  and  atrordiim  a  lariie  produce,  niis;lit  abolisii  tiie  slave  trade 
'without  incoiivciijeiicr!  ;  but  that  Frnnee,  with  colonies  ill 
'  stocked  and  delicicnt  in  produce,  could  not  abolish  it  with- 
'  out  conccdini;  lo  England  the  greatest  advantages,  and  sus- 
'  tainsnga  propurlionuble  loss.' 

"Upon  the  restoration  of  Louis  XVIII.  to  the 
French  throne,  (who  acknowledged  that  he  owed 
it  to  GroQt  Britain,)  his  gratitude  was  appealed  to 
to  abolish  the  slave  ti-ade;  and  that  being  ineffect- 
ual, offers  of  sums  of  money  and  the  cession  of  a 
West  India  island  were  made,  but  without  success; 
the  same  answer  being  given  substantially  which 
had  been  given  before.  In  August,  1815,  England 
restored  to  the  Dutch  Government  their  colonies, 
excepting  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Dutch  Gui- 
;!  ana,  in  consideration  of  the  entire  abolition  of  the 
;j  slave  trade  by  the  latter. 

1:  i'  During  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty  concluded 
['  at  Madrid  on  the  5th  of  July,  1814,  Great  Britain 
jj  attempted  to  prevail  on  Spain  to  prohibit  to  her 
ji  subjects  both  the  general  slave  trade  and  their  im- 
portation into  the  Spanish  colonies,  and  went  so 
far  as  to  offer  to  continue  the  pecuniary  subsidies 
wliich  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  Spanish 
finances  made  so  necessary.  But  she  failed,  the 
Duke  of  San  Carlos  remarking,  'that,  when  the 
'  slave  trade  was  abolished  by  Great  Britain,  the 
'  proportion  of  negroes  to  the  whites  in  the  British 
'  colonies  was  as  twenty  to  one,  while  in  the  Span- 
'  ish  colonies  there  were  not  more  blacks  than 
'  whites.'  And  he  refused  to  take  a  step  which  '  he 
'  considered  would  be  fatal  to  the  very  existence 
'  of  the  colonies.' 

"  In  January,  1815,  Great  Britain  obtained  from 
Portugal,  for  pecuniary  equivalents,  the  prohibition 
to  its  subjects  of  the  slave  trade  on  the  western 
coast  of  Africa  north  of  the  equator.  Further  than 
this  Portugal  would  not  go. 

"The  island  of  Guadaloupe,  conquered  from 
France,  was  ceded  by  Great  Britain  to  the  Swedish 
Crown,  upon  condition  of  abolishing  the  slave 
trade;  and  at  the  treaty  of  Madrid  of  the  22d  of 
September,  1817,  she  purchased  from  Spain  the 
immediate  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  north  of  the 
equator,  and  a  promise  to  abolish  it  altogether, 
after  1820,  for  the  sum  of  .€400,000. "  *  *  *  * 
"  But,  while  these  events  were  transpiring,  a 
great  change  was  taking  place  in  the  British  eip- 
pire.  There  was  found  in  the  counting-house  of 
the  East  India  Company  an  obscure  boy  (after- 
wards Lord  Clive)  who  turned  out  one  of  Britan- 
nia's gods  of  war.  By  the  power  of  his  genius  a 
small  English  trading  post  in  India  was  expanded 
until  it  comprehended  an  empire  of  one  hundred 
millions  of  souls. 

"  In  the  mean  time  great  changes  were  going  on 
in  England.  From  being  an  agricultural  people, 
and  the  exporter  of  agricultural  produce,  by  the 
inventions  of  the  power  loom  and  spinning  jenny, 
the  improvements  in  science,  and  the  introduction 
of  the  steam  engine,  she  was  converted  into  a  great 
manufacturing  nation.  To  sustain  her  manufac- 
tures, a  secure  market  was  necessary  for  the  pro- 
ductions of  them.  The  same  causes  which  had 
stimulated  manufactures  in  England  had  also  done 
the  same  thing  in  the  United  States  and  upon  the 
continent  of  Europe.  Besides,  those  markets,  even 
if  they  were  open,  were  not  within  the  exclusive 
control  of  Great  Britain.  This  was  indispensable, 
and  the  desideratum  was  found  in  India,  if  her 
people  could  but  be  raised  up  to  the  condition  of 
consumers.  To  do  this,  it  was  only  necessary  to 
destroy  all  her  rivals  in  the  production  of  the 
growth  of  the  tropics.  These  rivals  were  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  West  Indies,  and  Brazil.  The  sta- 
ples of  each  of  these  countries  were  cotton,  rice, 
tobacco,  sugar,  and  coffee.  These  were  the  staples 
of  British  jndia.  England  had  seen  the  island  of 
San  Domingo  converted,  by  the  single  act  of  negro 
emancipation,  from  the  most  flourishing  of  nil  the 
West  India  Islands  into  the  most  unproductive, 
and  the  culture  of  the  indigo  plant,  which  was  its 
staple,  transplanted  to  the  banks  of  the  Ganges 
and  Burampooter.  And  it  was  once  inferred  that, 
if  African  slavery  could  be  abolished,  British  India 
would  possess  a  monopoly  in  the  production  of  the 
plants  of  the  tropics,  and  her  prosperity  be  estab- 
lished upon  a  secure  basis.  England  considered 
the  sacrifice  of  her  West  India  colonies  but  a  small 
price  for  .so  great  a  good.  The  ot'20,000, 00(1  wliich 
was  appropriated  for  the  indemnity  of  the  planters 
amounted  to  nothing,  as  scarcely  a  dollar  of  it  left 


London,  it  being  received  by  British  mortgages  of 
West  India  plantations.  And  an  agitation  was  at 
once  commenced,  in  the  liypocritical  name  of  phi- 
lanthropy, in  favor  of  the  abolition  of  slavery. 
And  as  soon  as  it  was  accomplished  in  the  West 
Indies,  the  theatre  of  operations  was  transferred  to 
this  country  in  the  manner  1  shall  very  briefly  no- 
tice. The  fact  that  philanthropy  had  nothing  to 
do  in  the  matter,  is  shown,  if  other  proof  were 
wanting,  by  the  emancipation  act  of  the  British 
Parliament  itself.  By  the  44th  section  of  that  act, 
it' is  declared  that 'it  shall  not  extend  to  any  of  the 
territory  in  the  possession  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, or  the  islands  of  Ceylon  or  St.  Helena.'  And 
yet  this  is  precisely  the  country  where  slavery  ex- 
ists in  its  most  horrid  form,  and  where  the  Brit- 
ish Government  is  itself  the  greatest  slaveholder  in 
the  world,  and  hires  out  its  slaves  for  profit." 

"  His  authority  for  this  was  an  extract  from  the 
Asiatic  Journal  for  1838,  published  in  London, 
page  221,  as  follows  : 

"  '  Government  of  Slaves  in  Malabar. — We  know  that 
'  there  is  not  a  servant  of  Government  in  the  south  of  India 
'  who  is  not  intimately  acquainted  witli  the  alarming  fact  that 
'  hundreds  of  thousands  of  his  fellow-creatures  are  fettered 
'  down  for  life  to  the  degraded  destiny  of  slavery.  VVe  know 
'  that  these  unfortunate  beings  are  not,  as  in  other  countries, 
'  serfs  of  the  soil,  and  incapable  of  being  transferred,  at  the 
'  pleasure  of  their  owners,  from  one  estate  to  another.  No  ; 
'  they  are  daily  sold  like  cattle  by  one  proprietor  to  another  j 

<  the  husband  is  separated  from  the  wife,  the  parent  from  the 
'child;  they  are  loaded  with  every  indignity;  the  utmost 
'  quantity  of  labor  is  exacted  fiom  them,  and  the  most  mea- 
'ger  fare  that  human  nature  can  possibly  subsist  on  is  doled 
'out  to  support  them.  The  slave  population  is  composed  of 
'a  great  variety  of  classes:  the  descendants  of  those  who 
'have  been  taken  prisoners  in  time  of  war;  persons  who 
'  have  been  kidnapped  from  the  neighboring  States  ;  people 
'who  have  been  born  under  such  circumstances  as  that  they 
'are  considered  without  the  pale  of  the  ordinary  castes;  and 
'  others  who  have  been  smuggled  from  the  coast  of  Africa, 
'  torn  from  their  country  and  their  kindred,  and  destined  to 
'  a  more  wretched  lot,  and,  as  will  be  seen,  to  a  more  enriu- 
'  ring  captivity  than  their  brethren  of  the  Western  World. 
'  Will  it  l)e  believed  that  Government  itself  participates  in 
'  this  description  of  property  ;  that  it  actually  holds  posses- 
'  sion  of  slaves,  and  lets  them  out  for  hire  to  the  cultivators 

<  of  the  country,  the  rent  of  a  whole  family  being  two  farams 
'or  half  a  rupee  per  annum?' 

"But  why  dwell  on  these  comparatively  free 
slaves?  The  whole  of  Hindostan,  with  the  ad- 
jacent possessions,  is  one  magnificent  plantation, 
peopled  by  more  than  one  hundred  millions  of 
slaves,  belonging  to  a  company  of  gentlemen  in 
England,  called  the  East  India  Company,  whose 
power  is  far  more  unlimited  and  despotic  than  that 
of  any  southern  planter  over  his  slaves — a  power 
upheld  by  the  sword  and  bayonet,  exacting  more 
and  leaving  less  of  the  product  of  their  labor  to  the 
subject  race  than  is  left  under  our  own  system, 
with  much  less  regard  to  their  comfort  in  sickness 
and  age. 

"  As  startling  as  these  disclosures  are,  the  whole 
story  is  not  yet  told.  England  has  not  only  en- 
gaged in  a  hypocritical  crusade  against  slavery  at 
the  time  she  is  herself  the  greatest  slaveholder  in 
the  world,  but  she  has  absolutely  made  the  act  of 
her  Parliament  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade 
'the  means  of  converting  her  national  navy  into 
slavers.  Whenevei'  one  of  her  cruisers  captures  a 
slaver,  she  is  carried  in  and  condemned,  and  the 
Africans  found  in  her  are  taken  to  the  West  Indies 
and  sold  into  apprenticeship  (as  this  new  species 
of  slavery  is  called)  to  raise  the  prize  money. 

"Now,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  I  assert,  with  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  subject  upon  which  I  am  speaking, 
that  this  species  of  slavery  and  slave  trade,  intro- 
duced by  the  British  Government,  is  the  more 
profitable  to  the  master  and  slaver,  and  more  gall- 
ing to  the  slave,  than  any  which  can  possibly  be 
imagined.  Let  us  look  at  the  operation  of  it.  It 
has  been  seen  from  the  publication  made  by  D. 
Hall,  that  the  English,  in  carrying  on  their  slave 
trade,  do  not  purchase  the  negroes  as  other  slavers 
do,  but  they  capture  them.  Under  the  English  act 
abolishing  the  slave  trade,  <£!  isgiven  to  the  captors 
for  every  slave  taken.  I'hey  are  taken  in  and  con- 
demned, and  then  carried  to  the  West  Indies  and 
sold  as  apprentices  for  a  term  of  seven  years. 
These  ])oor  creatures  are  taken  to  a  country  whose 
laws  they  do  not  understand,  and  whose  language 
they  do  not  speak,  and  for  a  longtime  will  be  inca- 
pable of  learning.  Who  is  to  see,  during  their  ap- 
prenticeship, that  they  are  treated  well  and  care 
taken  of  them  in  sickness?  The  master  hits  no  inter- 
eslin  them  butforseven  years,  and  his  object  will  be 
to  get  as  much  out  of  them  as  possible  in  the  mean 
time,  and  to  incur  as  little  expense  as  possible  in 
taking  care  of  them.     And,  when  the  apprentice- 
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ship  expires,  who  is  to  identify  them  and  see  that 
they  are  discharged?  I  may  be  told  that  a  regis- 
try is  provided  for — but  what  registry  can  protect 
them  ?  Let  me  illustrate.  There  is  a  plantation 
with  one  hundred  of  these  wild  Africans  upon  it. 
Who  can  distinguish  one  from  another?  They 
will  be  so  much  alike  it  will  l)e  impossible.  A 
stranger  had  just  as  well  undertake,  after  a  lapse 
of  seven  years,  to  distinguish  the  difterent  sheep  in 
a  large  flock. 

"Sir,  this  is  not  speculation.  The  impossibility 
of  the  thing  has  been  tested  in  our  own  courts. 
The  following  are  the  facts  in  the  case  of  thfe  An- 
telope: A  privateer,  called  the  Columbia,  ofT  the 
coast  of  Africa,  captured  an  American  vessel,  from 
Bristol,  in  Rhode  Island,  from  which  she  took  twen- 
ty-five Africans;  she  captured  several  Portuguese 
vessels,  from  which  she  also  took  Africans;  and 
she  captured  a  Spanish  vessel,  called  the  Antelope, 
in  whicii  she  also  took  a  considerable  number  of 
Africans.  All  of  the  Africans  captured  were  ship- 
ped on  board  the  Antelop^  Thus  freighted,  she 
was  found  hovering  near  the  coast  of  the  United 
States,  was  captured  by  the  revenue  cutter  Dallas, 
and  taken  into  Savannah  for  adjudication.  The 
Africans,  at  the  time  of  her  capture,  amounted  to 
upwards  of  two  hundred  and  eighty.  Claims  were 
set  up  to  the  Africans  by  the  Spanish  and  Portu- 
guese vice-consuls,  respectively,  and  by  the  United 
States.  The  claim  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
law  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  was  sus- 
tained as  to  the  portion  taken  from  the  American 
vessel.  The  residue  were  divided  between  the 
Spanish  and  Portuguese  claimants.  About  one- 
third  of  the  negroes  had  died.  It  was  impossible 
to  distinguish  the  several  classes  of  Africans;  and 
the  court  decided  that  the  loss  should  be  averaged 
among  the  three  different  classes,  and  that  sixteen 
should  be  designated,  by  lot,  from  the  whole  num- 
ber, and  delivered  over  to  the  marshal  of  the  United 
States,  as  a  fair  proportionof  the  twenty-five  proved 
to  have  been  taken  from  the  American  vessel. 

"  Now,  sir,  what  will  be  the  operation  in  prac- 
tice? Whenever  one  of  these  apprentices  shall 
become  disabled  or  die,  they  will  be  sure  to  make 
it  out  that  he  was  one  whose  apprenticeship  was 
expiring,  whereas  the  apprenticeship  of  such  as 
shall  continue  valuable  will  never  expire.  The 
consequence  will  be,  the  master  will  always  hold 
the  profitable  and  get  rid  of  such  as  may  be  other- 
wise. And  I  repeat,  it  will  be  the  most  profitable 
slavery  which  has  ever  been  introduced;  and  this 
is  British  philanthropy! 

"  The  motive  of  England  in  agitating  the  subject 
of  slavery  is  thus  shown.  Her  object  is  to  dissolve 
the  Union;  to  cripple  our  prosperity,  and  destroy 
her  most  formidable  rival  in  manufactures  and 
commerce.  And  the  blow  is  aimed  as  much  at  the 
North  as  the  South.  The  assault,  it  is  true,  is  made 
more  directly  upon  the  South,  but  it  will  reach  the 
North  through  us." 

These,  then,  were  the  motives  of  England.  They 
were  strictly  selfish.  She  wished  to  strike  down 
her  rivals  in  agriculture  and  commerce,  and  hence 
she  wished  to  make  the  South  a  waste,  because  it 
•w&a  her  rival  in  the  production  of  tropical  produc- 
tions, and  served  to  build  up  a  commercial  marine 
and  to  promote  maritime  pursuits.  She  had  enlisted 
on  her  behalf  the  abolitionists  of  this  country;  and 
this  was  the  point  to  which,  having  shown  the  ob- 
ject of  England  in  desiring  the  abolition  of  slavery, 
he  would  now  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  He 
designed  to  show  that  the  abolitionists  and  some 
of  the  State  Legislatures  were  acting  in  obedience 
to  the  suggestions,  and  as  the  instruments  of  Eng- 
land, in  aiming  a  blow  at  this  whole  Confederacy. 
It  was  aimed  at  the  North  precisely  as  much  as  at 
the  South;  and  he  pledged  himself,  unless  he  had 
greatly  mistaken  the  force  of  evidence,  to  bring  it 
home  to  them  conclusively. 

After  the  abolition  of  slavery  by  England,  then 
commenced  this  agitation  here  on  the  same  subject. 
Prior  to  1832— prior  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in 
the  West  Indies — there  was  no  agitation  here.  It 
was  true  that  some  peaceable,  quiet  duakers  would 
sometimes  send  their  petitions  to  Congress,  but 
they  were  quietly  laid  on  the  table  by  the  concur- 
rence of  both  North  and  South,  and  there  was  no 
excitement  whatever.  .  Gut  at  that  time  there  was 
raised  in  the  British  Parliament  a  committee  on  the 
subject  of  slavery,  and  the  following  question  was 
I>ropounded  by  that  committee  to  Mr.  Ogden,  the 
American  consul  at  Liverjjool: 

"  If  you  could  suppose  tliiit  Uie  Blaves  of  Louisiann  were 


generally  alile  to  read,  and  that  aniry  discussions  ppipetu- 
aliy  took  place  in  Congress  on  the  suhjoct  of  their  liberation, 
wliir'U  discussions,  by  means  ofreadir)^',  were  made  known 
to  the  pjaves  of  Louisiana,  do  you  think  that  with  safety  the 
state  of  slavery  could  endure  there?" 

The  result  of  the  answer  of  Mr.  Ogden  to  tliis 
question  of  the  British  Parliament  was  soon  seen. 
Immediately  after  that  time,  the  agitation  of  the 
question  of  slavery  commenced  here  by  emissaries 
of  a  foreign  Government;  and  in  1840  the  World's 
Convention  was  held  in  London,  consisting  of  493 
delegates  from  every  part  of  the  world.  TlieUnited 
States  was  represented;  and  in  that  convention  the 
attention  of  the  British  nation  was  particularly  di- 
rected to  the  abolition  of  slavery  here.  He  should 
show  with  what  views  and  purposes  they  desired  to 
abolish  it  here.  In  reply  to  a  question  how  English- 
men could  affect  slavery  in  the  southern  States  of 
this  Union,  they  were  told  that  the  Abolitionists  of 
the  United  States  demanded  the  aid  of  public  opin- 
ion, of  the  religious  and  literary  influence  of  Eng- 
land. Howthis  literary  influence  was  to  be  brought 
to  bear  he  need  not  inform  this  House.  Under  the 
operation  of  our  copy-right  laws,  the  trash  of  the 
English  press  is  circulated  throughout  the  country, 
to  the  exclusion  of  everything  else.  And  he  was 
not  left  by  the  convention  to  conjecture  how  the 
religious  influence  of  England  was  to  operate.  He 
quoted  from  a  minute  account  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  convention  the  following: 

"The  Rev.  John  Angcll  James  brought  up  from  one  of  the 
comuiittees  a  series  of  resolutions  on  church  discipline  as 
connected  with  slavery.  These  resolutions,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted,  after  an  animated  debate,  are  ground- 
ed on  the  recognition  of  the  'essential  sinfulness  of  slavery.' 
They  declare  that  it  is  the  incumbent  dutyof  Christian  com- 
munities to  separate  slaveholders  from  their  communion  ; 
and  that  Christians  ought  to  have  no  fellowship  with  slave- 
I  holders.  This  how,  they  say,  is  not  drawn  at  a  venture, but 
with  sure  aim  at  the  very  heart  of  the  monster.  Drive  out 
American  slavery  from  the  presence  of  the  sanctuary,  and 
its  doom  is  sealed." 

That  was  oneof  the  means  by  which  the  World's 
Convention  said  that  slavery  could  be  operated  upon 
here  by  appealing  to  the  church;  and  that  appeal 
had,  as  the  House  knew,  to  a  great  extent  been 
answered.  But  there  was  a  third  and  still  more 
efficient  means  suggested.  It  was,  that  persons  in 
Congress  from  the  non-slaveholding  States  should 
keep  up  a  constant  agitation,  the  effect  of  which 
would  lead  to  emancipation,  either  quietly  or  by 
force.  It  was  but  a  short  time  after  the  period  of 
the  question  to  Mr.  Ogden  before  we  found  persons 
on  this  floor  ready  to  carry  out  this  unhallowed 
purpose. 

Adopting  the  suggestions  which  grew  out  of  the 
inquiry  propounded  to  Mr.  Ogden,  the  abolitionists 
of  the  North,  at  their  annual  meeting  in  New  York, 
in  1838,  composed  of  all  their  leading  men,  in  dis- 
cussing the  mode  of  bringing  about  this  abolition, 
say  that  the  discussion  of  the  subject  of  abolition 
at  the  North  and  in  Congress  will  have  that  tend- 
ency. The  benefit,  as  they  were  pleased  to  call 
it,  of  the  agitation  of  the  subject  of  slavery  on  this 
floor  is  thus  explained: 

"The  interest  which  they  themselves  will  take  in  the  dis- 
cussion. In  spite  of  all  precautions,  the  slaves  will  become 
acquainted  with  what  so  deeply  interests  them  ;  and,  so  far 
as  they  do,  self-respect  will  be  regenerated— an  excellent  and 
prohtable  sentiment  for  a  free  laborer,  but  ruinous  to  the 
slave.  It  was  the  testimony  of  the  planters  of  Jamaica, 
before  the  British  Parliament,  that  their  slaves  became 
acquainted  with  all  that  passed  in  respect  to  them  in  the 
mother  country,  and  were  thereliy  too  mu*li  excited  to  fill 
the  places  of  slaves  with  slavish  obedience. 

"The  knowledge  of  the  slave  that  a  portion  of  the  whites 
are  exerting  themselves  for  his  emancipation,  upon  the 
ground  that  he  is  illegally  held  in  bondage,  will  make  him, 
they  say,  impatient  in  his  servitude.  It  will  make  him 
sullen  and  moody.  It  will  incite  him  to  indulge  dreams  of 
freedom  in  another  land  which  he  can  never  enjoy  in  his 
own.  He  will  be  reduced  to  a  condition  in  which  his  master 
cannot  rely  upon  his  labor.  He  will  be  disposed  to  rim 
away,  and  at  a  time  when  his  services  can  be  lea-t  spared. 
The  master  will  be  sul)jected  to  constantand  heavy  expenses 
to  recapture  him.  He  will  thus  become  to  his  owner  a 
source  of  vexation  rather  than  comfort,  of  trouble  and  ex- 
pense rather  than  profit." 

To  establish  these  facts  tliere  is  copied  into  the 
report  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  a  man 
at  the  South,  to  whose  sister  a  gentleman  of  New 
York  had  sent  two  abolition  pamphlets  : 

"  Do  you  remember  the  two  books  you  sent  to  my  sister  by 
me.'  My  two  black  boys,  William  and  Jim,  who'lived  belter 
and  easier  than  I  did,  read  Ihem,  and,  in  consequence,  ran 
6H',  and  after  eleven  days'  riding  and  $267  cost  I  got  theiv, 
and  now  their  place  is  wretched  by  their  own  conduct,  as  I 
sold  them  at  a  loss  of  ,f!JOO  to  a  trader." 

Well,  this  abolition  report  of  1838,  from  whicii 
he  had  qnotcd,  after  going  on  to  say  what  were 
the  efl'ects  of  this  constant  agitation  on  this  sub- 


ject; after  stating  that  it  made  the  negro  dissatis- 
fied; that  it  increased  his  desire  to  run  away;  that 
it  harassed  the  master — went  further.  It  did  not 
stop  there.  It  went  on  to  urge  on  the  non-slave- 
holding States  that  they  should  facilitate  slaves 
in  their  attempts  to  escape,  and  generate  such 
a  public  opinion  and  pass  such  laws  as  v/ould 
make  the  recapture  of  the  runaway  slaves  impos- 
sible; for  if  they  were  to  be  recaptured,  tiiey 
would  be  deterred  from  running  away.  It  went 
on  to  say  that  laws  ought  to  be  passed  to  raise 
the  question  of  slavery  or  freedom,  or  the  legal- 
ity of  the  bondage  in  which  the  slave  is  held. 
They  urge  the  passage  of  such  a  law  by  the 
northern  States,  upon  the  ground  that  the  laws  of 
some  ofthe  southern  States,  permitting  slavery,  are 
unconstitutional,  and  that  the  slave  ought  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  test  them  whenever  he  escapes 
to  the  North.  They  say  that  the  citizens  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland  have  no  right,  by  their  own 
constitutions,  to  hold  slaves  in  their  own  territory, 
much  less  to  recover  them  from  other  States. 
They  make  this  statement  on  the  ground  which 
they  assume,  that  the  bill  of  riglits  of  Virginia  and 
Maryland  emancipated  their  slaves,  and  that  every 
negro  in  those  States  was  declared  to  be  free  by 
the  bill  of  rights,  which  was  of  equal  force  with 
that  contained  in  the  constitution  of  Massachusetts, 
by  which  she  declared  that  slavery  was  abolished. 
Well,  sir,  what  has  been  the  result  of  these  recom- 
mendations by  the  abolitionists?  I  appeal  to  the 
history  ofthe  last  few  years.  Plave  not  the  State 
Legislatures  carried  out  these  recommendations 
with  a  fidelity  greater  and  stricter  than  they  have 
carried  out  the  recommendations  of  their  own  con- 
stituted authorities?  They  have  kept  up  the  agi- 
tation here  to  dispose  the  slaves  to  run  away;  they 
have  raised  funds  to  aid  him  in  escaping;  they 
have  succeeded  in  exciting  a  feeling  in  the  non- 
slaveholding  States,  which  makes  it  dangerous  for 
any  man  to  aid  a  master  in  asserting  his  legal  and 
constitutional  rights;  they  have  passed  laws  nul- 
lifying the  Constitution,  and  making  the  recapture 
of  a  fugitive  slave  impossible. 

I  have  shown  (said  Mr.  B.)  the  origin  and  the 
objects  of  the  constant  discussion  and  agitation  on 
the  subject  of  slavery  here.  I  desire  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  pertinacity  with  which  it  is  kept  up.  It 
commenced  at  the  period  I  have  named,  by  the  pre- 
sentation of  abolition  petitions. 

The  South  denied  that  Congress  had  any  juris- 
diction of  the  subject,  and  insisted  that  the  peti- 
tions should  not  be  received,  and  a  rule  was  adopt- 
ed to  suppress  them.  The  abolitionists  pretended 
to  treat  this  as  a  great  outrage,  and  the  ear  of  the 
nation  was  stunned  with  tlie  clamor  which  was 
made.  Some  well-meaning  men,  not  understanding 
tlie  objects  of  the  agitators,  advised  that  the  whole 
subject  should  be  referretl  to  a  committee,  which 
could  bring  in  an  able  report  demonstrating  that 
Congress  had  no  jurisdiction  of  the  subject;  and 
they  insisted  a  quietus  would  be  given  to  the  agi- 
tators. Mr.  Pinckney,  of  South  Carolina,  in  an 
ill-fated  moment,  yielded  to  these  views,  and  un- 
dertook to  reason  with  those  persons-in  a  Congres- 
sional report.  Well,  what  was  the  result?  Pre- 
cisely what  he  predicted  at  the  time;  so  far  from 
its  arresting  the  agitation,  it  increased  it,  by  the 
partial  success  with  which  it  met.  The  ground 
then  was  taken,  that  by  the  '21st  rule,  as  it  was 
called,  the  sacred  right  of  petition  was  invaded. 
It  was  in  vain  we  showed  that  such  was  not  the 
case;  the  agitation  went  on.  We  were  told,  take 
from  these  abolitionists  this  plausible  pretext,  and 
you  will  hear  no  more  of  them — by  the  21st  rule, 
you  are  only  adding  fuel  to  the  flame. 

Some  Southern  men  gave  in  to  these  views.  As 
soon  as  they  did,  the  Northern  and  Western  Dem- 
ocrats, who  had  incurred  some  odium  at  home  by 
voting  with  us,  gave  way,  and  the  rule  was  re- 
pealed. But  did  the  agitation  cease?  This  pre- 
text for  agitation  Was  no  sooner  removed  than  an- 
other was  found.  We  then  had  amendments  to 
territorial  bills  which  never  were  thought  of  before, 
to  exclude  slavery  from  the  territories.  But  as 
the  territory  (Oregon)  in  reference  to  which  we 
were  legislating  lay  so  for  north  that  it  was  known 
the  slaves  never  would  be  taken  there,  it  was  re- 
garded as  pretty  much  a  ^'briUum  fitlmen,"  and 
very  little  feeling  was  excited  in  consequence.  But 
immediately  afterward  we  happened  to  be  engaged 
in  a  way  in  which  tliere  was  a  prospect  thai  for- 
eign territory  would  bo  acquired.  This  was  made 
the  pretext  foi  the  Wilmot  proviso.     The  excite- 


662 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  21, 


ment  growing  oiu  of  that  was  pretty  well  dying 
out;  and  ilie  occasion  of  rejoicing  willi  France, 
our  earliest  ally,  at  the  prospect  of  her  regenera- 
tion, was  seized  upon  to  renew  it.  A  parcel  of 
negroes  are  induced  to  flee  from  their  masters,  to 
which  they  were  stimulated  by  the  conduct  and 
speeches  of  members  here.  They  are  recaptured, 
and  the  felons  who  aided  in  their  escape  are  lodged 
in  jail.  A  member  of  this  House  goes  there  to 
olier  them  his  sympathy  and  counsel.  The  people, 
with  a  moderation  which,  as  proper  as  it  was, 
amazed  him,  (Mr.  B.,)  do  no  more  tlian  warn  him 
oiT.  And,  forsooth,  this  House  is  to  interpose  for 
his  protection.  Sir,  he  and  liis  associates  are  the 
authors  of  all  the  misery  which  has  been  brought 
on  these  slaves  and  felons,  and  it  is  a  pity  they  do 
not  partake  with  them  in  it. 

h  thus  appears  what  are  the  origin  and  the  object 
of  this  constant  agitation  of  the  subject  of  slavery. 
How  is  its  abolition  to  be  ultimately  effected? 

We  were  constantly  told  here  that  the  fanatics 
of  the  North  did  not  look  to  the  insurrection  of  the 
blacks,  and  that  they  did  not  desire  to  incite  the 
.slaves  to  rebellion.  It  had  been  often  said  here 
that  they  do  not  either  immediately  or  remotely 
expect  to  see  abolition  effected  by  insurrection.  It 
was  the  policy  of  the  abolitionists  to  deny  it  as 
yet,  but  this  re[)ort  distinctly  takes  the  ground, 
that  if  the  master  will  not  yield  to  moral  suasion 
and  peaceable  emancipation,  insurrection  would  be 
tlie  natural  and  proper  consequence.  Here  is  what 
they  say  on  that  point: 

"  If  .1  ray  of  hope  penetrates  their  gloom,  thono;h  the  chink 
throuijh  uliich  it  partes  be  never  so  small,  it  will  banish  all 
thought  of  insurreciion  while  it  shines.  Though  wliile  hope 
of  relief  from  some  quarter  holds  out,  the  slave  will  abstain 
from  rebellion,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  they  will  con- 
tinue to  do  so  if  this  hope  shall  fade  away.  Once  let  them 
come  to  an  understanding  of  their  rights,  and  the  master 
will  be  forced  to  the  alternative  of  giving  them  or  of  suffer- 
ing them  to  be  taken.  Though  our  b'j.-iness  is  with  the 
master — though  it  is  for  him  and  his  political  equals  we  print 
and  lecture — yet  we  have  how  pledged  ourselves  to  prevent, 
what  it  is  impossililc  sliould  bcprcuetitcd,  the  slaves  from  getting 
knowledge  that  we  are  printing  and  lecturing.  After  our 
operations  have,  for  a  fair  probationary  space,  displaced 
all  thoughts  of  insurrection  by  a  betti^r  hope  of  deliverance, 
if  the  masters  disappoint  that  hope,  the  consequences  must 
be  upon  their  own  heads." 

With  such  evidence  before  him,  he  asserted  that 
they  did  look  to  insurrection.  They  do  look  to 
freeing  the  blacks  by  murdering  the  whites.  They 
could  not,  without  stultifying  themselves,  look  to 
any  other  course,  and  they  do  not.  They  know 
that  peaceable  emancipation  never  can  take  place. 
In  this  very  report  they  say,  they  do  not  expect 
to  convince  the  master;  but  even  if  they  should  be 
convinced  of  the  wrong  so  much  alluded  to,  he 
(IVIr.  B.)  undertook  to  say  that  emancipation  was 
impossible.  In  many  of  the  States,  more  than 
half  the  population  was  black;  and  did  the  Abo- 
litionists expect  that  the  South  would  consent  to 
liave  such  a  population  let  loose  upon  them  as  free 
negroes.'  Did  they  expect  the  South  to  live  in  that 
condition.'  Gentlemen  from  the  northern  States 
might  answer  the  c|uestion  for  themselves.  Do 
they  do  it.'  Why,  in  how  many  States  did  th(^ 
exclude  the  free  negroes.'  Had  they  not  passed 
stringent  laws  against  them  in  those  States  where 
the  infusion  of  free  negroes  would  be  comparatively 
small  and  harmless.'  and  yet  they  would  not  con- 
sent to  even  so  small  an  infusion  there.  Did  they, 
then,  expect  that  they  of  the  South  would  consent 
to  let  loose  such  a  number  as  they  had .'  They 
do  not  expect  it. 

But  suppose  it  were  possible;  as  far  as  the  pur- 
poses of  humanity  were  concerned,  it  would  not 
rnake  the  case  better.  Suppose  they  were  eman- 
cipated: did  anybody  believe  that  the  whites  and 
blacks  in  equal  proportion.s  could  live  in  peace  in 
the  same  community  .'  They  would  be  separated 
from  each  other  by  prejudices;  there  would  be  a 
line  of  demarkaiion  that  could  never  be  blotted 
out.  Did  they  not  know  that  there  would  be  a 
con.slant  conflict  of  races  (the  most  deadly  of  all 
conflicts)  going  on,  and  a  struggle  on  the  part  of 
the  negro  for  not  only  equal  social  and  political 
rights,  but  for  supremacy;  a  conflict  which,  as 
in  all  lime  heretofore,  in  all  time  hereafter  would 
exist  in  communities  compo.sed  of  distinct  races 
and  which  would  end  in  civil  war.  Let  them 
look  to  the  example  of  San  Domingo,  where  a 
deadly  conflict  was  constantly  going  on  between 
the  negroes  and  the  mulattoes,  although  they  were 
by  no  means  so  distinct  from  each  other  as  ne- 
groes and  whites.  If  the  South  would  consent 
to  emancipation,  how  long  would  peace  be  pre- 


served.' The  inevitable  result  would  be  a  bloody 
strife;  for  after  they  were  emancipated,  they  would 
claim  equal  privileges,  and  civil  war  with  all  its 
horrors  would  ensue.  He  therefore  affirtned  that 
the  pretence  that  these  people  were  not  looking  to 
insurrection  and  to  the  cutting  of  the  throat  of  every 
white  man,  woman,  and  child,  was  false.  The 
Abolitionists  in  their  own  reports  avow  it.  But 
if  they  had  not  avowed  it,  they  could  not  escape 
from  the  charge  that  such  is  their  purpose  in  any 
other  manner  than  by  stultifying  themselves;  for 
it  was  the  natural  and  inevitable  consequence  of 
their  conduct.  Well,  and  who  would  they  benefit 
by  it?  If  that  conflict  should  arise,  what  would 
become  of  the  black  man?  Did  they  not  know 
that  the  greater  intelligence  and  the  greater  enter- 
prise of  the  white  man  must  conquer?  It  might 
deluge  the  South  in  blood  for  years  perhaps,  but 
it  would  end  in  the  extermination  of  the  black 
man.  And  this  was  to  be  done  at  the  instigation 
of  a  treacherous  foreign  nation,  that  they  might 
subvert  ourcommerciai  and  agricultural  prosperity. 
It  was  to  be  done,  too,  under  the  pretence  of  friend- 
ship for  the  black  man,  but  which  would  be  seen 
to  be  cruel  and  inhuman  treachery.  It  could  only 
end  in  his  entire  extermination. 

There  were  some  remarks  which  fell  from  the 
member  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Giddings]  on  a  preceding 
day,  to  which  his  attention  had  been  called  by  a 
gentleman  near  him,  of  a  most  murderous  and  in- 
cendiary character,  proving  that  he  looked  to  eman- 
cipation by  force.  In  arguing  against  the  extension 
of  slave  territory,  he  said  he  wished  to  keep  the 
negroes  with  their  masters,  holding  their  knives  as 
near  their  throats  as  possible.  To  such  remarks 
he  (Mr.  B.)  did  not  mean  to  reply.  He  addressed 
himself  to  the  sober  serious  reason  of  the  North, 
and  he  wished  not  to  excite  their  passions.  He 
wished  to  show  them  that  this  abolition  excitement 
had  an  origin  hostile  to  them  as  well  as  the  South, 
and  that  nothing  but  mischief,  unqualified  mischief 
to  the  whole  country,  would  result  from  it. 

Mr., GIDDINGS  rose  and  inquired  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  alluded  to  him  when  he  said 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  wished  to  keep  the  negroes 
and  their  masters  together,  that  the  negroes  might 
have  their  knives  as  near  their  master's  throats  as 
possible  ? 

Mr.  BAYLY  replied  that  lie  did  allude  to  the 
member  from  Ohio,  for  such  he  understood  to  be 
the  character  of  that  member's  remarks. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  replied  that  the  gentleman  had 
entirely  misunderstood  him. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  other  gentlemen  understood 
him  as  he  did. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  cared  not  who  made 
the  assertion;  he  had  used  no  such  language.  He 
well  knew  what  he  had  said. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  a  gentleman  sitting  near  him 
understood  the  language  as  he  did;  but,  whether 
the  member  from  Ohio  used  those  precise  expres- 
sions or  not,  of  this  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  certain,  and 
he  would  stake  his  assertion  on  the  decision  of  the 
House,  that  he  had  over  and  over  again  used  ex- 
pressions of  similar  import. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.     Of  what  import? 

Mr.  BAYLY.  The  member  from  Ohio  had  used 
language  in  his  speeches  the  inevitable  tendency  of 
which  was,  if  it  were  not  his  design,  to  lead  to  in- 
surrection. 

The  SPEAKER  called  the  gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  I  wish  the  gentleman  might 
be  permitted  to  proceed.     I  like  to  hear  him. 

Mr.  BAYLY  had  no  doubt  of  it.  The  member 
is  fond  of  the  notoriety  which  the  denunciations 
of  him  here  give  him.  He  hopes  to  recommend 
himself  to  his  constituents  by  assuming  to  be  the 
special  object  of  attack  by  southern  Representa- 
tives, and  thereby  strengthen  the  tenure  by  which 
he  holds  his  seat  here  with  its  eight  dollars  a  day. 
And  hence  he  is  eternally  trying  to  provoke  us  into 
denunciation  of  his  detestable  course  and  senti- 
ments. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.     The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  He  was  one  of  those  men  who 
was  willing  to  obtain  profits  by  provoking  abuse 
of  themselves;  to  make  a  traflic  of  his  character 
and  feelings. 

The  SPEAKER  again  interposed,  and  called  the 
gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  if  he  was  out  of  order,  it  was 
the  remarks  of  the  member  from  Ohio  which  had 
provoked  him  to  it.  For  personal  abuse  he  had 
no  taste,  but  he  chose  to   speak  in  appropriate 


terms  of  the  course  of  a  member  here  which  so 
intimately  affected  the  dearest  interests  of  himself 
and  his  constituents.  He  represented  a  frontier 
district,  penetrated  in  every  part  of  it  by  rivers 
and  harbors,  into  which  the  vessels  from  the  non- 
slaveholding  States  and  the  piratical  schooners  of 
the  abolition  society  could  come.  His  constitu- 
ents' interests  were,  therefore,  at  stake,  and  he 
should  ever  be  ready  to  expose  and  resist  the  un- 
hallowed designs  of  men  trying  to  destroy  them; 
and,  in  speaking  of  the  character  of  the  men  them- 
selvee,  he  should  not  stop  to  measure  his  words. 
He  regretted  the  necessity  of  making  any  reference  .am 
to  the  member  whatever;  and,  unless  under  the  -^1 
strongest  necessity  of  doing  it,  he  should  not 
hereafter,  as  he  had  not  heretofore. 

In  speaking  of  this  subject,  he  recollected  a  cir- 
cumstance to  which  his  attention  had  been  called 
several  years  ago.  His  attention  was  called  to 
the  number  of  advertisements  of  runaway  negroes 
in  the  National  Intelligencer  and  Globe.  The  dates 
of  the  departure  of  the  negroes  were  generally 
given.  By  comparing  them,  he  found  that  the 
negroes  went  off  in  gangs  about  large  enough  for 
the  load  of  a  small  schooner,  at  intervals  of  about 
a  month — as  near  as  may  be,  the  period  for  a  ves- 
sel to  make  a  trip,  to  Massachusetts,  for  instance, 
and  back.  From  this  he  was  satisfied  that  these 
runaways  made  their  escape  by  the  river,  and  that 
there  was  an  actual  line  of  packets  engaged  in 
taking  thern  off.  He  wrote  an  article  calling  the 
attention  of  the  public  to  it  at  the  time,  and  he 
mentioned  it  now  for  the  same  purpose.  The 
House  might  rely  upon  it,  the  case  which  had  just 
occurred  was  not  an  isolated  one;  indeed,  he  un- 
derstood that  the  captain  now  in  prison  admitted 
that  this  was  the  fourth  trip  he  had  made. 

He  had  been  told,  as  nianifest  as  this  evil  was, 
there  was  no  way  to  prevent  it;  that  the  law  of 
this  District  provided  no  adequate  punishment  for 
those  who  had  instigated  the  negroes  to  run  away, 
and  assisted  them  in  attempting  it.  If  there  is  not, 
there  ought  to  be.  There  is  but  one  way  to  pre- 
vent the  occurrence  of  such  acts;  that  is,  by  holding 
out  the  terrors  of  such  punishment  to  all  persons 
engaging  in  it  as  to  "deter  them  from  it,  and  by  the 
masters  making  examples  of  the  slaves  who  may 
be  retaken.  With  the  negro  he  sincerely  sympa- 
thized; him  he  pitied;  and  his  sore  regret  was,  that 
those  who  had  brought  upon  him  the  misery  he 
would  suffer,  could  not  have  it  in  his  place. 

He  did  not  know  that  the  laws  as  they  now 
stood  were  insuflicient;  but  he  would  inquire  into 
the  matter,  and  if  they  were  found  to  be  so,  he 
should  feel  it  his  duty  to  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a 
bill  to  remedy  their  defects.  If  there  was  no  law 
to  punish  the  publication  of  incendiary  publica- 
tions, he  should  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  one. 
And  he  should  not  be  deterred  by  being  told  that 
he  would  be  interfering  with  the  liberty  of  the 
press.  He  did  not  propose  to  establish  a  censor- 
ship of  the  press  to  prevent  publications,  but  to 
provide  a  law  for  the  punishment  of  an  editor  who 
should  commit  an  offence  against  society,  precisely 
as  every  other  citizen  was  punished  in  a  similar 
case,  which  offence  would  be  judged  of  by  the 
community,  through  its  law,  administered  by  its 
judges  and  jurors.  It  is  no  more  a  violation  of  the 
liberty  of  the  press,  to  provide  by  law  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  an  editor  who  makes  publications  which 
endanger  my  life  and  property,  than  it  is  the  vio- 
lation of  the  liberty  of  the  citizen  to  provide  for 
his  punishment,  who  does  the  same  thing  in  a  dif* 
ferent  way. 

But  he  did  not  know  that  the  laws  were  insufli- 
cient. The  idea  very  prevalent  that  they  are  so, 
is  the  only  thing  which  has  stimulated  any  one  to 
attempt  acts  of  violence.  If  they  shall  be  found 
to  be  efficient,  or  if  they  are  not  so  now,  and  Con- 
gress should  in  good  faith  make  them  so,  he  would 
be  responsible  that  no  mob  would  ever  be  seen 
here.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  if  it  should  be  found 
that  the  laws  are  not  effectual  to  protect  the  com- 
munity in  the  enjoyment  of  its  rights,  and  the 
legislative  power  should  refuse  to  make  them  so, 
then  the  community  would  be  remitted  to  its  natu- 
ral right  of  self-preservation— a  law  above  all  other 
laws,  and  as  applicable  to  communities  as  to  indi- 
viduals. Under  such  cireumstances,  the  men  who 
did  not  resort  to  it,  to  use  the  language  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  would  be  slaves  who  deserv- 
ed the  manacles  now  worn  by  the  felons  in  your 

Mr.  ROOT,  having  first  caused  the  resolution 
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and  the  amendment  to  be  read,  said  he  had  done 
so  that  he  might  really  understand  what  was  be- 
fore the  House,  for,  if  he  had  listened  to  the  dis- 
cussion merely,  he  could  not  have  had  any  con- 
ception of  what  the  subject  was.  They  had  had 
a  discussion  on  the  Wilmot  proviso  and  abolition 
societies — on  mob  spirit  in  general,  and  sympathy 
with  mobs.  They  had  had  much  discussion  on 
the  subject  of  British  influence  and  incendiary 
publications — of  the  freedom  of  the  press  and  the 
restraint  of  the  press.  All  these  things  had  been 
discussed,  and  they  had  heard  very  little  in  refer- 
ence to  the  subject  before  the  House,  unless  it 
were  contained  in  the  privilege  of  a  member  of  this 
House. 

Tlie  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Palfrey]  had  been  received.  He 
concurred  entirely  with  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
as  to  the  propriety  of  the  course  which  the  Chair 
had  pursued;  and  he  was  glad  that  the  Speaker 
had  not  arrogated  to  himself  the  right  to  pronounce 
what  was  and  what  was  not  a  breach  of  the  priv- 
ileges of  this  House.  He  was  glad  the  Speaker 
had  referred  ft  to  the  proper  tribunal,  the  House 
itself,  and  that  by  nearly  general  acquiescence 
they  had  the  subject  before  them.  Well,  was  the 
House  prepared  to  act  upon  it?  If  so,  it  could  be 
disposed  of  readilj^.  If  they  would  waive  all  ob- 
jections to  the  question  of  privilege,  it  could  be  dis- 
posed of  at  once.  It  had  been  proposed  to  elect 
the  committee  by  ballot;  but  unless  some  better 
reason  were  given  than  any  he  had  yet  heard,  he 
should  be  opposed  to  that  amendment. 

If  they  could  not  by  general  consent,  or  by  a 
decided  majority,  dispose  of  this  question  of  priv- 
ilege, were  they  prepared  to  confine  themselves  to 
that  question?  Tliere  might  or  might  not  have 
been  a  breach  of  privilege  committed.  He  did  not 
understand  that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Palfrey]  had  concluded  his  case.  He  had 
heard  that  some  facts  were  to  be  stated  before 
final  action;  and  yet  before  those  facts  were  made 
known,  they  had  been  discussing  the  law  of  the 
case,  and  the  extent  of  the  powers  of  this  House 
to  protect  its  members;  and  in  the  course  of  that 
discussion  they  had  had  some  most  preposterous 
claims  set  up  and  refuted  most  triumphantly. 
[Laughter.]  He  did  not  know  that  it  was  strictly 
proper  to  state  what  the  House  in  a  particular  case 
might  do;  but  it  did  appear  to  him  that  they  should 
first  ascertain  what  were  the  facts  of  this  case,  and 
then  they  could  determine  whether  there  had  been 
a  breach  of  privilege.  He  did  not  concur  with 
some  members,  that  nothing  could  be  a  breach  of 
privilege  unless  it  grew  out  of  something  which 
occurred  here.  Gentlemen  might  readily  suppose 
a  case  in  which  a  breach  of  privilege  might  be 
committed  irrespective  of  this  House.  A  person 
from  the  Congressional  district  of  any  member  of 
this  House,  might  choose  to  pursue  such  member 
to  this  city,  when  he  came  here  to  take  his  seat, 
and  barricade  his  boarding-house,  or  threaten  to 
inflict  such  personal  chastisement  on  him  as  would 
prevent  his  appearance  here  to  discharge  the  duties 
intrusted  to  him  by  his  constituents.  The  mem- 
bers of  this  House  must  be  free  to  come  and  go; 
and  if  he  were  obstructed,  this  House  would  have 
as  much  right  to  inquire  into  the  facts  of  the  case 
as  a  court  would  have  when  a  suitor,  witness,  at- 
torney, or  juror,  were  waylaid  and  kept  away. 

But  it  had  been  said,  that  matter  had  better  be 
disposed  of  informally;  that  it  had  better  be  laid 
on  the  table,  or  got  rid  of  in  some  other  such  way. 
There  was  no  such  proposition  before  the  House, 
but  there  was  a  manifest  disposition  thus  to  get  rid 
of  it.  He  thought  that  would  be  an  unfortunate 
disposition  of  it.  This  resolution  charged  specifi- 
cally, though  not  very  distinctly,  that  there  had  been 
in  this  city  a  lawless  mob,  who  had  menaced  a  mem- 
berofthis  House.  Now,hc  would  appeal  to  every 
member  of  this  House,  from  every  part  of  this 
Union,  if  they  desired  it  to  go  forth  to  the  people 
of  the  free  States  that  a  member  of  this  House,  in 
doing  what  he  conceived  to  be  his  duty,  was  in 
danger  of  personal  violence  from  a  mob.  He  did 
not  say  that  he  had  any  evidence  to  satisfy  him 
that  any  mcml)cr  of  this  House  was  in  danger 
from  a  mob.  This  was  not  the  time  to  express 
any  opinion,  but  he  would  say  that  he  had  no  such 
evidence  presented  to  his  mind.  He  had  a  right 
to  speak;  for  he  passed  through  the  mob  on  Tues- 
day night  without  knowing  it.  [Laughter.]  He 
passed  by  the  side  of  the  Patent  Oflice  about  half 
past  ten  o'clock  on  Tuesday  night,  and  when  he 


got  home  he  was  for  the  first  time  told  that  he  had 
passed  through  a  mob.  Pie  did  not  believe  the 
citizens  of  this  District  were  in  the  habit  of  en- 
gaging in  mobs.  There  might  be  loafers,  idlers, 
and  inconsiderate  boys,  and  people  from  other 
parts  of  the  country  assembled  here — and  it  was 
suggested  to  him  to  add,  also,  persons  in  pursuit 
of  office.  These  might  become  a  disorderly  mob, 
but  he  had  never  seen  anything  in  this  District  to 
satisfy  him  that  there  was  a  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  regular  citizens  to  engage  in  a  mob; 
and  he  was.  unwilling,  if  they  did  not  deserve  the 
accusation,  that  this  rumor,  this  common  report, 
should  go  forth,  and  give  them  that  character.  Such 
a  report  would  be  injurious  to  them;  and  if  they 
did  not  deserve  it,  it  ought  not  to  go  forth.  They 
were  a  ])eaceable,  law-abiding  people;  and  if  there 
was  a  mob,  they  would  take  efhcient  means  to  put 
it  down.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had 
not  asserted  that  there  had  been  a  mob;  he  said  it 
was  common  report. 

Mr.  PALFREY  said  it  might  be  satisfactory  to 
the  House  if  he  communicated  to  it  a  paper  which 
he  held  in  his  hand. 

Mr.  ROOT.  With  all  respect  for  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  he  would  not  receive  the  evi- 
dence now.  He  should  want  all  the  time  allowed 
him  by  the  rules.  [Several  voices:  "  Oh  !  letushave 
the  evidence."]  He  would  not  yield  the  floor,  and 
the  House  must  either  listen  to  him,  or  amuse 
themselves  in  some  other  way.  This  charge  had 
been  made,  and  he  did  not  believe  it  could  be  true 
of  any  considerable  portion  of  the  people  of  this 
District.  That  such  a  report  had  gone  abroad  he 
knew.  Pie  knew  it  apart  from  anything  said  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and  he  asked 
if  it  was  not  due  to  the  people  of  this  District  that 
this  charge  should  be  inquired  into?  Uncontra- 
dicted it  might  do  the  people  of  this  District  harm, 
and  the  people  of  the  slave  States  also,  if  the  peo- 
ple of  the  North  should  be  made  to  believe,  and 
unjustly  too,  that  their  representatives  here  were 
in  danger  of  mob  violence,  or  that  any  solitary 
member  from  any  part  of  this  Union  was  in  danger 
of  personal  violence  for  conscientiously  doing  what 
he  believed  to  be  his  duty.  He  did  not  want  the 
people  to  believe  this  unless  it  was  true;  and  if  it 
was  true,  the  sooner  it  was  known  the  better:  and 
when  this  truth  should  become  known  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  North ,  a  very  few  years  would  pass 
before  the  bats  would  cluster  under  the  roof  and 
the  foxes  look  out  of  the  windows  of  this  Capitol. 

But  gentlemen  would  see  that  this  was  not  the 
only  charge.  This  was  mere  northern  suspicion, 
if  you  please,  (and  in  this  Mr.  R.  was  willing  to 
take  his  full  share.)  But  they  had  asserted  in  the 
amendment  that  a  member  of  the  House  had  par- 
ticipated in  the  felonious  attempt  to  abduct  these 
slaves.  Now,  he  would  ask  southern  gentlemen, 
supposing  the  fact  was  not  so,  whether  it  was  fair, 
whether  it  was  honorable  and  just,  to  indulge 
such  suspicions?  Did  they  want  people  to  think 
this  of  the  members  of  this  House?  Mr.  R.  did 
not  know  but  they  might  think  that  every  north- 
ern Whig  would  do  such  things;  but  if  there  was 
no  prooi  of  it,  was  it  fair  to  let  such  suspicions  go 
abroad?  Surely  southern  gentlemen  did  not  be- 
lieve this  of  all  of  them;  but,  if  there  was  a  par- 
ticular individual  suspected,  let  the  matter  be 
thoroughly  investigated.  If  northern  members 
had  nothing  better  to  do,  or  nothing  else  to  do  with 
their  time  than  to  concern  themselves  with  negro- 
stealing 

Mr.  RHETT  here  interposed.  If  he  understood 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  aright,  his  position  was, 
that  no  member  of  that  House  ought  to  be  suspect- 
ed of  being  capable  of  getting  slaves  to  run  away 
from  their  masters. 

Mr.  ROOT  said  he  had  not  distinctly  heard  what 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  said. 

Mr.  RHETT  thereupon  repeated  what  he  under- 
stood to  be  the  position  taken  by  Mr.  R. 

Mr.  ROOT.  The  gentleman  puts  it  rather  more 
strongly  than  I  did. 

Mr.  RHETT.  I  state  it  as  I  understood  the  gen- 
tleman. Now,  I  do  know  a  man  from  the  North 
(not  a  member  of  this  Congress)  who  did  it. 

Mr.  ROOT.  Did  the  gentleman  say  it  was  a  man 
now  in  Congress? 

Mr.  RHETT.  I  expressly  stated  that  it  was  no 
member  of  the  present  Congress. 

Mr.  ROOT.  Well,  if  the  person  has  friends  or 
relatives  here,  they  must  settle  the  matter.  If  the 
person  be  here,  he  shall  have  the  floor  to  explain. 


Mr.  RHETT.  He  is  not  here.  I  do  not  say 
there  are  such  men  in  this  House. 

Mr.  ROOT,  (after  a  pause.)  I  am  aware  that 
there  have  been  some  very  hard  cases  in  Congress. 
[A  laugh.]  I  believe  there  was  one  member  con- 
victed of  forgery  and  sent  to  the  penitentiary. 
Was  it  not  so?  [A  voice:  "  Yes."]  Mr.  R.  said 
he  would  not  enumerate  cases.  He  had  nothing 
to  say  to  those  gentlemen;  he  should  not  make  any 
issue  as  to  the  general  charge;  it  was  enough  for 
him  if  one  individual  deserved  to  be  exempt  from 
it,  he  ought  to  be  so  exempt,  and  not  made  an  ob- 
ject of  suspicion. 

Mr.  R.  went  on  to  say  that  these  were  some  of 
the  reasons  why  he  thought  that  this  inquiry  ought 
not  to  be  stifled.  Let  it  go  on;  and  if  the  inquiry 
was  thorough,  when  the  result  was  made  known, 
Mr.  R.  should  have  a  decided  opinion,  as  he  always 
had  where  there  weie  grounds  for  one,  and  gentle- 
men knew  enough  of  him  to  believe  that  he  would 
be  sure  to  express  it  in  some  way,  if  no  one  but 
his  friend  from  Rhode  Island  [Mr.  Cranston] 
should  stand  by  him. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  hoped  gentlemen  would  free  them- 
selves from  all  trammels  in  this  matter  on  the  ground 
of  privilege,  and  would  send  both  the  resolution 
and  amendment  at  once  to  a  committee.  Let  the 
people  of  the  LTnited  States  know  whether  there 
was  or  was  not  a  mob  in  this  District  to  endanger 
any  member  of  Congress  in  the  faithful  discharge 
of  his  official  duty;  and  if  there  was  not,  then  let 
the  people  of  the  District  be  freed  from  any  such 
injurious  imputation.  If  the  House  had  a  member 
in  it  who  had  nothing  to  do  but  run  negroes  out  of 
the  District,  let  it  be  known ;  it  was  the  right  of  the 
people  of  the  District  to  know  it,  and  it  was  proper 
that  his  constituents  should  know  it.  And  that 
was  one  reason  Mr.  R.  was  desirous  that  the  pro- 
posed inquiry  should  not  be  stifled. 

Mr.  R.  had  a  word  or  two  more  to  say  on  this 
allegation  about  a  "  lawless  mob."  I  utterly  abhor 
(said  Mr.  R.)  tiie  mob  spirit.  I  hate  mobs — all 
mobs.  I  don't  care  what  is  the  provocation  that 
has  got  them  up.  I  detest  a  mob.  If  other  gen- 
tlemen like  them  and  justify  them,  I  shall  not  quar- 
rel with  their  taste.  I  am  in  favor  of  a  very  free 
expression  of  opinion.  I  hold  that  the  man  who 
honestly  speaks  what  he  thinks,  and  all  he  thinks, 
is  entitled  to  respect,  though  he  may  be  made  to 
answer  for  what  he  says.  But  I  do  know  that 
gentlemen  both  think  and  feel  very  differently  at 
one  time  from  what  they  do  at  another;  and  I  can- 
not help  thinking  that  the  very  high  commenda- 
tions on  mobs  which  we  have  had  here  during  this 
debate  would  never  have  been  made  under  other 
circumstances.  I,  to  be  sure,  have  had  but  little 
experience  in  mobs  myself.  I  detest  them.  Now, 
I  consider  the  worst  of  this  whole  business  of  en- 
ticing slaves  from  their  masters  is  the  mob  spirit 
in  vi^hich  it  was  done.  These  negro-stealers  were 
a  mob,  rather  small  I  admit — for  they  were  a  few 
men  on  board  a  single  schooner — but  they  were  a 
mob,  a  detestable  mob,  and  a  sneaking  mob,  for 
they  worked  at  night  in  the  dark. 
^  I  have  been  greatly  astonished  to  hear  gentle- 
men who  profess  to  be  warm  friends  of  slavery  talk 
favorably  here  of  mobs.  Why,  sir,  if  there  is  aa 
institution  on  the  face  of  God's  earth  which  has 
reason  to  dread  mobs,  it  is  this  very  institution  of 
slavery.  I  do  not  say  that  a  mob  does  right  to 
assail  it.  I  say  that  a  mob  is  a  most  damnable 
way  of  doing  anything.  It  must  be  something 
very  good  indeed — like  the  object  of  your  Bostoa 
tea  party — to  excuse  it  in  any  degree;  and  that  was 
not  a  mob  neither,  for  they  had  prayer  before  they 
began,  [roars  of  laughter;]  and,  at  the  end,  when 
all  was  done  and  over,  it  was  moved  that  they 
should'give  three  cheers  spontaneously,  [increased 
laughtei'.]  But  I  tell  you,  your  institution  of  sla- 
very will  never  be  conserved  by  a  mob.  You  are 
the  last  men  in  God's  world  that  should  commend 
mobs.  You  rely  for  your  protection  on  the  Con- 
stitution; you  rely  on  the  oaths  of  our  fathers;  you 
rely  on  our  good  faith^and  you  shall  have  that — 
in  thenameof  goodfi\ith,  in  the  name  of  our  fathers, 
in  the  name  of  the  Constitution,  you  shall  have  it. 
But  when  you  leave  this  ground,  when  you  throw 
away  these  pleas,  and  putyourselveson  thestrength 
of  mobs,  beware !  A  mob  deals  in  weak  heads  and 
strong  arms.  Louis  Philippe  himself  never  had 
stronger  reason  to  dread  a  mob  than  you  have.  I 
do  not  say  that  any  mob  can  reach  you;  but  do 
not  you  know  that  the  mob  spirit  travels  f^ister  than 
tiie  cholera  ?   The  cholera  left  the  continent  of  Asia 
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moiuhs  ago;  it  1ms  been  making  progress  towards 
us  ever  since,  and  it  has  not  got  to  us  yet.  But 
the  mob  spirit  broke  out  at  Paris  but  the  other  day, 
and  has  not  only  got  here  already,  but  it  is  doing 
business  all  over  the  continent  of  Europe;  so  that 
I  believe  there  remain  now  but  two  thrones  for  it 
to  work  at;  and  it  is  far  from  impossible  that  a  gen- 
tleman in  a  blouse  is  now  sitting  on  the  throne  of 
the  Autocrat  of  all  the  Russias.  Your  institution, 
1  say,  relies  on  the  Constitution  for  its  security; 
it  will  never  be  preserved  by  mobs. 

1  hate  mobs  for  anotlier  reason.  1  do  not  know 
that  this  debate  is,  on  the  whole,  to  be  regretted. 
It  has  aflorded  a  very  beautiful  opportunity  to 
show  how  devoted  gentlemen  here  are  to  their  con- 
stituents. Now,  I  like  that.  I  want  it,  at  times, 
myself.  [A  laugh.]  And  I  am  glad  that  my  col- 
league here  [Mr.  Giddings]  is  so  willing  to  be  a 
target  for  gentlemen  to  practise  on.  I  am  always 
glad  to  l-.ear  .such  fine  displays.  But  I  would  ven- 
ture to  suggest  to  gentlemen,  in  the  ardor  of  their 
patriotism,  to  spare  it,  if  they  can,  with  a  little 
discretion.  I  do  not  complain  about  epithets;  not 
at  all.  I  have  some  time  ago  made  up  my  mind 
to  put  up  with  anything.  [A  laugh.]  They  may 
call  me  old  Federalist,  (and  tliat  is  the  worst  thir.g 
they  can  call  me,)  fanatic,  hypocrite,  if  it  will  do 
them  any  good  at  home.  I  am  willing  to  lake  it 
all.  I  know  they  speak  it  "  only  in  a  Pickwickian 
sense."     [Loud  merriment.] 

But  I  think  they  had  better  discriminate  a  little 
when  they  find  a  northern  man  who  defends  the 
rights  of  the  South.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [iVIr.  VE^fABLE]  thanked  his  God,  I  think, 
that  there  were  some  northern  men  that  were  found 
standing  by  the  South  under  all  the  vituperation 
heaped  upon  them.  Now,  1  think  that  gentleman 
is  ready  to  thank  God  for  very  small  blessings; 
but  I  believe  I  will  say  no  more  about  that,  for  I 
do  not  see  the  gentleman  in  his  seat.  Oh,  yes; 
there  he  is !  He  looks  sincere,  as  if  he  did  really 
thank  God  for  it;  and,  if  he  doe.-?,  then  I  .say  again 
he  must  esteem  it  his  duty  to  be  thankful  to  Heaven 
for  the  very  smallest  favors.     [Laughter.] 

But  when  we  get  beyond  the  Pickwickian  class, 
if  we  are  the  subject  even  of  a  vague  suspicion 
that  we  have  been  inveigling  slaves,  we  are  to  be 
denounced.  And  if  we  dare  to  say  that  slavery 
is  a  moral  evil,  then  we  are  abolitionists.  Now, 
I  do  own  that  we  have  some  of  the  prejudices  we 
imbibed  at  the  North  in  our  Sunday  schools,  and 
from  our  mothers,  and  we  are  so  prejudiced  as  to 
look  on  it  as  a  curse;  but  then  it  is  a  curse  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with,  and  do  not  want  to.  But  that 
is  not  enough.  If  we  do  not  say  it  is  a  great  bless- 
ing, we  are  abolitionists.  Now,  I  ask  gentlemen, 
is  that  cunning  .'  Is  it  wi.se  ?  Is  that  a  good  course 
for  you  to  pursue?  For  one,  I  do  not  care  about 
it.  If  any  gentleman  chooses  to  call  me  a  fanatic, 
or  an  abolitionist,  he  is  perfectly  welcome.  But  I 
suggest  to  gentlemen  the  question,  whether  that  is 
exactly  politic,  and  whether  it  is  a  course  likely  to 
promote  the  peace  of  the  country.'  Is  it  a  wise 
course  to  hunt  up  the  proceedings  of  some  ultra- 
abolition  society,  to  read  some  of  the  strongest^ 
passages,  and  then  to  charge  the  whole  on  the  peo- 
ple of  the  North,  and  then  to  accuse  them  to  a  man 
of  being  the  agents  of  the  British  Government.' 
But,  if  it  were  so,  why  may  not  we  sympathize 
with  Britain  in  her  system  of  abolition,  as  with 
France  in  hers.'  Mu.stonly  Monsieur  Lamartine 
go  ahead  in  that  business?  Do  you  find  anything 
HI  all  the  doings  of  the  World's  Convention,  that 
comes  up  to  French  abolition  ?    They  gave  you 

Cure  Hayti  abolition.  You  sympathize  with  this, 
ut  it  is  terrible  to  sympathize  with  Great  Britain. 
I  do  not  care  what  you  say  against  her,  for  I  know 
perfectly  that  you  will  never  get  into  a  war  with 
Great  Britain.  [Laughter.]  You  may  quarrel 
with  her  as  you  please,  it  don't  alarm  me.  1  know, 
and  you  know,  it  all  ends  in  smoke.  There  is 
something  about  John  IJull  that  makes  him  a  most 
undesirable  customer,  and  you  never  will  deal  with 
liim  in  the  way  of  fighting  so  long  as  there  is  a  sin- 
gle inch  of  Mexico  left.  [Laughter.]  It  is  said  that 
John  wants  to  l)ring  abolilionists  in  here.  What 
for?  To  get  U[)  an  excitement.  Why,  what  a 
great  fool  he  must  be.  Doe.s  not  he  know  that 
southern  gentlemen  will  do  that  of  thcm.selves? 
Their  lender  alTnction  for  their  constiluents  will 
gel  up  a  row  hero  at  any  time.  You  all  know  ca.ses 
enough  of  ihi.s;  you  all  know  that  we  ran  have  an 
exciioment  here  whenever  we  like.  No,  not  ex- 
citcnicni,   i   mean  .sympathy;   yes,  a  riympathy, 


that's  the  new  word;  "  excitement"  is  too  old- 
fashioned;  the  word  now  is  a  "  sympathy  for  con- 
solidated liberty."     [Imniense  laughter.] 

But  I  am  almost  done.  1  mean  to  yield  the  floor 
soon  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Palfrey,]  who  may  be  getting  his  paper  out  so  as 
to  be  ready. 

I  have  said  all  that  I  desire.  I  am  anxious  that 
somehow  this  resolution  and  amendment  should 
be  sent  to  a  committee,  so  that  full  justice  may  be 
done  both  to  the  accused  and  the  accuser.  Sup- 
pose it  should  all  end  in  smoke,  (as  some  gentle- 
men say  it  will,)  so  much  the  better.  Who  wants 
the  rumor  to  be  true?  I  hope  that  a  committee 
will  get  the  paper,  and  in  two  hours  will  be  able 
to  report  to  us  that  there  has  been  no  such  thing. 

Well,  (said  Mr.  R.,)  I  have  succeeded  in  what 
I  aimed  at.  I  have  in  some  way,  I  scarce  know 
how,  got  the  House  into  a  good  humor.  [A  voice: 
"  Move  the  previous  question."]  No;  when  two 
hundred  and  forty  gentlemen  have  been  so  kind  to 
me  as  these  gentlemen  always  are,  I  will  not  move 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  PALFREY  here  began  to  address  the  Chair. 

Mr.  ROOT.  Stay,  stay;  I  have  not  done  yet. 
But,  as  I  see  you  are  all  ready  and  very  anxious 
to  speak,  I  will  here  yield  you  the  floor  "  for  a 
personal  explanation"  only;  remember,  "fora  per- 
sonal explanation." 

Mr.  PALFREY  said  he  believed  he  was  not 
under  very  much  obligation  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  for  the  use  of  the  floor,  as  that  gentleman  had 
anticipated  him  in  almost  all  he  had  intended  to 
say.  Mr.  P.  had  perceived  it  to  be  desirable  that 
the  House  should  have  before  it  something  to  show 
that  such  reports  as  the  resolution  referred  to  were 
in  circulation.  Now,  his  friend  had  said  that  he 
personally  knew  the  fact  that  such  rumors  were 
afloat  here.  Still,  if  the  House  desired  it,  he  would 
proceed  and  read  the  paper  he  had  in  his  hand. 
[Voices:  "  Read, read !"]  Yesterday,  when  doubts 
had  been  expressed  as  to  that  fact,  Mr.  P.  had 
been  about  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  resolu- 
tion, but  had  been  prevented  from  doing  so  by  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Haralson.]  His  amendment  would  have  been  in- 
troduced by  way  of  preamble,  with  the  following 
statement  made  in  writing  by  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Giddings:] 

"  Strike  out  all  after  the  word  '  whereas,'  and  insert  'the 
followina  statement  lias  heen  made,  viz: 

"  I,  J.  R.  Giddings,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, state  that  during  yesteiday  J  heard  from  various  re- 
spectable personsthat  in  the  mob  of  Tuesday  iiiiiht  my  name 
was  mentioned,  and  my  persop  threatened  by  individuals 
assembled  ;  that  my  lod!;iiigs  were  inquired  for,  and  advised 
that  I  should  be  lynched  by  those  engaged  in  the  mob. 

"  That  friends  who  heard  this,  represented  that  I  should 
be  in  danger  if  found  by  those  engaged,  and  I  was  advised  to 
arm  myself  to  protect  my  person. 

"  That  during  the  forenoon  of  yesterday  I  visited  the  jail 
of  this  District.  I  was  not  acquainted  with  the  keeper;  and 
when  I  arrived,  I  announced  to  him  my  name,  and  that  [ 
was  a  member  of  this  body.  That  I  further  said  to  him  that 
I  wished  to  see  the  persons  confined  thereon  a  charge  of  car- 
rying away  slaves  from  this  District.  I  told  him  that  I  wish- 
ed to  say  to  them  that  they  should  have  the  benefit  ot  coun- 
sel and  a  legal  trial,  and  their  rights  should  be  protected,  and 
desired  him  to  be  present.  He  went  with  me  to  the  passage 
that  leads  to  the  cells. 

"  While  conversing  with  these  men  in  the  presence  of  the 
keeper,  a  mob  came  to  the  iron  gate  at  the  head  of  the  stair- 
way, and  demanded  that  I  should  leave  forthwith.  'J'lie 
keeper  informed  them  tliat  he  would  not  open  the  gate  until 
they  left.  I  was  then  told  that  my  life  was  in  danger,  unless 
I  left  the  building  immediately.  This  I  refused  to  do.  The 
keeper  assured  them  that  he  would  not  open  the  door  until 
they  retired.  I  was  furiherinformcd  that  the  mobhadeom- 
pcllod  the  guard  at  the  lower  gate  to  deliver  up  the  key  to 
them  ;  and  in  this  way  they  had  opened  that  gate,  and  by 
that  means  obtained  access  to  the  passage  at  tlie  head  of  the 
stairs. 

"  Alter  the  mob  liad  left  the  stairs,  and  entered  the  lower 
passa2e,thc  keeper  and  myself,  and  the  Hon.  E.  S.  Hamlin, 
who  had  visited  the  jail  as  attorney  for  the  prisoners,  with 
me,  came  down  to  the  lowergate,  in  front  of  which  the  mob 
was  assembled.  He  opened  the  gate,  and  I  walked  out. 
This  morning  I  have  been  informed  by  a  gentleman  who  is 
a  stranger  to  me,  but  who  says  he  was  present  and  heard  the 
proposition  made  by  individuals  to  lay  violent  hands  upon 
me  as  I  came  out  of  the  prison,  one  of  whom,  he  informe<l 
me,  was  a  Mr.  Klalter,  aslavc  dealer  from  Baltimore,  whom 
he  states  to  have  heen  active  in  instigating  the  others  to  acts 
of  violence. 

"This  day  I  have  been  informed  by  various  individuals 
that  during  the  mob  of  last  night  my  lodgings  were  iiupiircd 
lor,  and  my  person  threatened  with  violence  and  lynching. 

"  1  further  state  that  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  accuracy  of 
the  statements  to  which  I  have  referred. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  be  appoint- 
ed to  invesugate  and  report  to  this  House  respecting  the 
points  alluded  to  in  the  above  statement ;  and  that  said  com- 
mittee be  authori'/.ed  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to 
sit  (luring  the  sessions  of  the  House." 

Mr.  P.  ahso  read  un  anonymous  letter  received 


by  Mr.  G., advising  him  "to  take  his  carcass  out 
of  the  District;"  that  "his  time  was  short,"  &c- 
He  said  it  had  a  P.  S.  which  he  would  not  read. 

Mr.  ROOT  resumed  the  floor.  There  was  one 
other  word  he  wished  to  say;  it  was  on  the  intima- 
tion, he  would  not  say  the  menace,  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Bayly,]  about  the  bill 
he  meant  to  introduce  into  the  House.  If  that  gen- 
tleman thought  that  such  a  bill  ought  to  be  brought 
in,  he  had  done  right  to  apprize  Ihe  House  of  it. 
Feeling  it  to  be  his  duty  to  do  so,  Mr.  R.  admired 
his  independence  and  his  scorn  of  all  that  coultl 
and  would  be  said  against  it.  But  he  could  not 
but  regret  that  any  American  statesman  here,  at 
this  day,  in  this  year  of  grace  1848,  should  think 
that  such  a  measure  was  likely  to  do  any  good. 
What!  Restrain  the  freedom  of  the  pres.s!  At 
this  time  of  day,  in  this  nineteenth  century, shackle 
the  press  !  Why,  what  were  the  blouses  about  in 
France  but  breaking  oflf  just  such  fetters  as  the 
gentleman  would  try  to  put  on  it? 

They  had  disposed,  in  a  summary  way,  of  just 
such  modes  of  restricting  the  freedom  of  the  press 
as  the  gentleman  was  for  proposing.  It  was  those 
very  restrictions  which  had  contributed  more  to  pro- 
duce the  recent  revolution  in  France  than  any  other 
thing.  And  were  we  to  resort  to  a  policy  which 
Europe  had  rejected?  He  would  assure  that  gen- 
tleman, if  he  adopted  the  course  he  had  indicated, 
(which  no  doubt  he  would,)  he  would  incur  more 
popular  odium  than  by  any  other  thing  he  could 
do.  If  he  should  succeed,  it  would  be  assuming  a 
responsibility  for  the  South  which  they  and  theirs 
would  regret  the  longest  day  they  lived.  It  was 
too  late  in  the  day  to  talk  to  Americans  about  a 
censorship  of  the  press. 

Mr.  BAYLY  reminded  Mr.  R.  that  he  had  not 
proposed  a  censorship  of  the  press,  but  had  ex- 
pressly disclaimed  such  an  idea.  Did  the  gentle- 
man consider  the  press  under  a  censorship  now, 
because  an  editor  was  responsible  to  a  jury  for 
what  he  had  published  ? 

Mr.  ROOT  said  he  did  not  mean  that  the  gentle- 
man had  proposed  all  the  machinery  of  a  regular 
censorship  of  the  press,  but  that  was  the  amount 
and  would  be  the  effect  of  his  bill.  The  press  was 
already  sufliciently  responsible.  If  it  indulged  in 
slander,  it  did  it  in  defiance  of  law.  Mr.  R.  was 
aware  of  the  difficulty  of  convicting  and  punishing 
such  offences;  but  he  did  say,  that  to  attempt  to 
impose  any  other  restrictions  on  the  press  would 
rouse  all  minds  against  the  gentleman  and  his 
proposition,  and,  if  it  should  succeed,  it  would 
recoil  on  him  and  his  friends  with  a  force  they 
would  be  little  able  to  endure. 

Mr.  WICK  here  got  the  floor,  and,  after  a  re- 
mark or  two,  moved  an  adjournment;  and  after 
several  motions  and  some  conversation,  the  motion 
was  amended  so  as  to  adjourn  to  Monday. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  Jipril  24,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Friday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  "the  executive  committee  of  a 
general  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Washington," 
mviting  the  Speaker  and  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  participate  in  the  celebration 
of  the  recent  French  Revolution,  and  of  the  other 
republican  moveinents  in  Europe,  by  the  citizens 
of  Washington  this  day. 

Mr.  COCKE  asked  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  daily  hour  to  which  thej  House  shall 
stand  adjourned  shall  be  eleven  o'clock,  until  otherwise 
ordered. 

Objection  being  made — 

Mr.  COCKE  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to 
enable  him  to  offer  the  resolution;  on  which  mo- 
tion the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  JAMESON  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 
Lost. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules,  and  decided  as  follows:  yeas  99, 
nays  69. 

Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  BOYD  inoved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  up  and  referring  to  appropriate 
committees  the  various  Senate  bills  lying  on  the 
Speaker's  table,  one  of  which  is  the  ten-regiment 
bill.      - 
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The  motion  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
there  were  yeas  84,  nays  88. 

Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to 
enable  him  to  offer  a  resolution  making  the  various 
bills  making  appropriations  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1849 — viz:  for  the  payment  of  revolu- 
tionary and  other  pensions  of  the  United  States; 
regulating  the  appointment  of  clerks  in  the  Execu- 
tive departments,  and  for  other  purposes;  for  the 
payment  of  navy  pensions;  for  the  service  of  the 
Post  Office  Department;  for  the  naval  service;  for 
certain  fortifications  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Government, 
and  for  other  purposes,  the  special  order  of  the 
day  for  Wednesday  next,  at  one  o'clock,  p.  m., 
and  so  to  continue  until  disposed  of. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  asked  Mr.  Vinton  to  include  in 
the  resolution  the  bill  establishing  the  Territoriab 
Government  of  Oregon.     Mr.  V.  declining — 

The  question  was  put  on  suspending  the  rules, 
and  there  were  ayes  92,  noes  55. 

Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  offering  a  resolution  to  fix  the 
daily  hour  of  meeting  at  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  and 
to  authorize  the  Speaker  to  adjourn  the  House 
daily  at  three,  p.  m. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  to  make  the  hour  of  meeting 
eleven,  a.  m.,and  of  the  adjournment  four,  p.  m. 

Mr.  McKAY  intimated,  that  if  the  House  would 
suspend  the  rules,  he  would  so  modify  his  resolu- 
tion. 

The  motion  to  suspend  was  not  agreed  to;  and 
then  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  : 

By  Mr.MAULAY:  The  petition  of  John  Downey,  of  New 
York,  for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  COCICE :  The  petition  of  Dickinson  Lumpkins, 
of  Campbell  county,  Tennessee,  a  revolutionary  soldier, 
praying  Congress  to  grant  him  a  pension  for  services  ren- 
dered in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 

By  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  :  Two  memorials  from  citizens 
of  Philadelphia,  asking  that  a  route  for  a  post  road  may  be 
surveyed  between  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 
the  line  of  such  road  to  be  retained  under  the  perpetual  con- 
trol of  the  Union,  and  to  be  used  for  the  construction  of  a 
railroad. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  ^pril  24,  1848. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  presented  the  credentials  of  Mr. 
Solon  Borland,  appointed  by  the  Governor  of 
Arkansas  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Sevier.  After  having  been  duly 
qualified,  Mr.  Borland  took  his  seat. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  communication  from  the  citizens  of  Washington, 
inviting  an  attendance  upon  the  ceremonies  in  favor 
of  French  liberties. 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a  petition  from 
the  President'of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Railroad 
Company,  asking  for  the  right  of  way  through  the 
public  lands  of  Indiana  and  Illinois  for  the  use  of 
that  company;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, asking  for  the  enactment  of  such  a  law 
as  will  give  additional  security  for  life  and  prop- 
erty in  steamboats;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  four  memorials  from  cit- 
izens of  New  York,  slating  that  Governor  Childs 
had  ordered  the  men  to  kneel  to  the  Host  at  Jalapa, 
and  practiseother  degrading  ceremonies,  on  pain  of 
death,  which  they  complain  of  as  a  palpable  viola- 
tion of  their  constitutional  rights;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  PE  ARCE  presented  several  memorials  com- 
plaining of  the  monopoly  of  certain  railroad  compa- 
nies of  New  Jersey,  &.C.,  and  asking  that  Congress 
will  make  a  post  route  through  said  Stale;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  MILLER  observed,  that  in  these  times  of 
wild  excitement,  he  might  find  it  no  difficult  mat- 


ter to  get  up  one  on  his  own  hook  in  favor  of 
peculiar  State  institutions.  In  the  face,  however, 
of  another  excitement  of  a  more  pleasurable  na- 
ture— the  celebration  in  favor  of  French  liberty — 
he  would  content  himself  by  observing  that  the 
statements  set  forth  in  the  memorials  that  had  been 
presented,  would  be  found,  on  investigation,  un- 
sustained  by  facts,  or  at  least  that  there  was  great 
exaggeration. 

Numerous  memorials  were  presented  by  Sen- 
ators in  favor  of  the  purchase  of  Mount  Vernon 
by  the  General  Government. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DIX,  the  memorial  of  Sarah 
Ann  Hart  and  'others  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs;  and  the  petition  of  Ar- 
nold Naudain  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  ASHLEY  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Arkansas,  asking  additional  land  for  pur- 
poses of  education;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  William  Greet;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  of  Contin- 
gent Expenses,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of  James  Moore. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
moved  that  the  bill  and  report  for  the  relief  of 
James  Lawton  be  referred  back  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAMERON,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  moved  that  the  bill  to  incor- 
porate the  Washington  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany and  Savings  Institution  be  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

BILLS  ON  LEAVE. 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Gamaliel  Taylor,  late  marshal  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Indiana;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  appropriate  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  and  to  grant  preemp- 
tion rights;"  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  LEWIS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
change  the  place  of  holding  the  district  court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  middle  district  of  Ala- 
bama; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  CLARKE,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  furnish  to  the  Senate  copies  of  any  correspond- 
ence in  the  Department  of  Stute  with  the  American  charg6 
d'affaires  in  Portugal,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  owners 
of  the  ship  Miles  Warren,  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
upon  the  Government  of  Portugal,  for  payment  of  a  cargo 
of  oil  taken  by  the  officers  and  applied  to  the  uses  of  that 
Government;  also,  copies  of  any  correspondence  between 
our  charg6  and  the  minister  of  the  Portuguese  Government 
relating  to  the  claim  for  and  payment  of  said  cargo,  together 
with  such  papers  as  are  in  the  department  substantiating 
said  claim. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLARKE,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Joint  Committee  on  the  Library  be, 
and  they  hereby  are,  directed  to  ascertain,  from  the  present 
owner  of  the  lil)rary  of  the  late  General  George  Washington, 
whether  the  same  is  now  for  sale,  of  what  number  and  value 
are  the  books  in  said  library,  and  at  what  price  the  same 
can  be  purchased  by  Congress. 

Mr.  BELL  submitted  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  reporter  of  the  Senate  be  directed  to 
supply  each  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  with 
a  copy  of  his  report  of  proceedings  and  debates  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  Senate  for  the  present  Congress ;  the  expense  to 
be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BELL  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  agreed 
to.  It  contemplated  an  act  of  courtesy  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  other  House  to  which  he  presumed  no 
Senator  would  be  disposed  to  make  an  objection. 

Mr.  TURNEY  objected  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  at  this  time.  He  thought  it  was 
uncalled  for,  as  the  House  had  now  the  Congres- 
sional Globe,  in  which  the  proceedings  and  debates 
of  the  Senate  were  published  in  extenso.  If  they 
desired  any  other  report,  they  could  supply  them- 
selves. 

The  resolution  was  therefore  laid  over. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  rose  to  present 
to  the  Senate  an  amendment  which  lie  had  pre- 
pared and  intended  to  offer  when  the  bill  came  up 


relative  to  our  commercial  relations  with  China 
and  the  Ottoman  Porte.  The  amendment  was  re- 
ceived and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PEARCE,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Lorimer  Graham  was  considered  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  the  bill  relating 
to  certain  surveys  in  the  State  of  Florida  was  con- 
sidered in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,  the  bill  to  require 
holders  of  military  land  warrants  to  compensate 
the  land  officers  of  the  United  States  for  services 
in  relation  to  the  location  of  these  warrants  was 
considered,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMERON,  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide a  communication  across  the  Eastern  Branch 
of  the  Potomac,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  was 
taken  up;  but,  before  any  proceeding  thereon, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  ^pril  25,  1848. 

"  The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALEB  B.  SMITH,  the  bill 

for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  into 

the  Union  was  made  the  special  order  for  Tuesday 

next,  and  every  succeeding  day  until  disposed  of. 

THE  QUESTION  OF  PRIVILEGE. 

The  House  resumed  the  debate  on  the  resolution 
of  Mr.  Palfrey,  respecting  the  individual  privi- 
leges of  members  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WICK  said,  whenever  a  discussion  arises 
here  upon  any  topic  connected,  even  remotely, 
with  the  subject  of  slavery,  it  mainly  falls  into  the 
hands  of  men  entertaining  extreme  opinions,  and 
under  the  influence  of  strong  feeling;  and  the  re- 
sult is,  that  moderate  men,  who  think  that  they 
and  their  constituents  see  the  subject  in  all  its 
bearings,  would,  were  they  not  admonished  by 
opinion,  almost  universal,  be  in  danger  of  falling 
into  skepticism  as  to  the  truth  of  the  admitted  fact, 
that  this  House  is  the  collected  wisdom  of  the 
nation. 

I  propose,  sir,  not  only  to  express  my  views  in 
opposition  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  before 
the  House,  with  or  without  the  proposed  amend- 
ments; but  it  is  also  my  purpose  to  follow  the 
example  of  those  who  have  preceded  me,  with  the 
exception  of  the  honorable  member  from  South 
Carolina,  and  some  others,  and  take  up  and  consider 
the  subject  of  slavery,  the  rights  of  the  slaveholder, 
the  agitation  of  propositions  to  preclude,  by  legis- 
lation here,  the  possibility  of  the  addition  to  the 
Union  of  any  further  territory  without  an  exclu- 
sion of  slavery  therein,  and  generally  the  griefs, 
existing  or  alleged,  growing  out  of  the  subject  and 
its  agitation.  To  do  so,  will  be  but  the  fulfillment 
of  a  desire  and  purpose  long*  entertained. 

I  disagree,  toto  calo,  with  those]  who  fear  that 
evil  is  to  result  from  frequent  and  full  discussions 
of  this  subject.  On  the  contrary,  I  know  that  it 
■bust  be  discussed;  and  for  that  discussion,  now  or 
any  time  is  the  proper  time.  In  the  extreme  South, 
you  have  no  discussion,  for  you  have  but  one 
opinion.  In  the  extreme  North  there  is  a  partial 
consideration  of  the  subject,  but  not  such  as  to 
elicit,  to  any  great  or  sufficient  extent,  a  frank  dis- 
closure of  opinions  by  any,  except  avowed  abo- 
litionists, who  have  nothing  to  lose.  Their  mode 
of  treating  the  subject  is  sufficiently  blunt.  But, 
if  I  mistake  not,  other  political  parties,  in  some 
instances — the  Whig  party  almost  generally — 
instead  of  taking  their  ground  firmly  upon  the 
constitutional  truth,  charity,  and  practical  good 
sense,  whose  teachings,  calmly  and  faithfully 
presented,  are  always  acceptable  to  the  mass  of 
the  American  people,  and  are  amply  sufficient 
to  secure  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union,  have  for- 
gotten the  relations  which  exist  between  them  and 
their  southern  brethren,  and,  to  some  extent,  have 
compromised  with  the  enemy  of  the  public  peace 
and  of  the  Union  —  the  abolition  politician,  and 
agitator — who,  having  nothing  to  lose,  can  afford 
to  be  reckless  and  audacious.  He  is  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  revolving  wheel.  A  revolution  might 
make  a  Marat  or  a  Danton  of  him.  Hence,  he 
agitates  fearlessly  and  boldly.  His  audacity  is  his 
political  virtue.  It  even  gives  him  the  semblance 
of  courage.  Defying  all  laws,  he  contrives  to  be 
apparently  a  victim,  and  assumes  the  guise  of  a 
martyr  upon  the  smallest  imaginable  occasions. 
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If,  instead  of  persecution,  he  finds  himself  the  ob- 
ject of  quiet  disregard,  he  thinks  himself  a  most 
unfortunate  gentleirian,  and  will  add  to  the  venom 
of  the  slime  which  he  leaves  in  his  tortuous  path, 
in  hopes  to  provoke  some  one  to  give  him  a  kick, 
so  that  he  may  feel  and  proclaim  himself  a  mar- 
tyr. It  is  mortifying  to  reflect  that  abolitionism 
should  become  suificiently  t'ormidable  in  any  quar- 
ter to  make  it  the  present  interest  of  politicians,  and 
especially  of  political  parties,  to  even  a  mere  local 
extent,  to  descend  from  the  platform  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  adopt,  as  a  part  of  their  creeds,  dogmas 
so  far  coUidintc  with  the  interests  and  rights  of  en- 
tire sections  of  the  Union,  as  to  justly  excite  in  the 
bosoms  of  the  inhabitants  of  those  sections  a  sense 
of  injury  and  insult.  But  so  it  is.  And  this  is  the 
cause  why  this  subject  of  slavery  is  so  trouble- 
some. Tiie  Abolitionist  is  among  us.  and  there  let 
him  stay.  He  has  a  light  to  be  among  us.  Shall 
we  say  that  it  is  dangerous  to  discuss  the  dogmas  of 
his  paternity  because  they  have  been  adopted  by 
others.'  Sir,  I  fear  nothing  from  discussion;  that 
is,  nothing  of  evil  to  the  Republic.  I  may  sufler 
individually.  A  few  may  be  pricked  by  my  say- 
ings and  become  deadly  enemies.  They  may  cause 
me  to  fall  politically.  But  it  will  not  be  by  pre- 
senting my  opinions  and  votes,  on  this  and  analo- 
gous questions,  to  those  constituents  by  whose 
votes  I  am  here;  for,  of  those,  there  are  not  more 
than  forty  who  will  disapprove  of  my  course  on 
this  subject.  But,  a  few  busy  men,  inspired  by  a 
single  idea,  and  acting  upon  the  principle  that  the 
end  justifies  the  means,  may  effect  a  great  deal,  by 
urgingagainst  meother  considerations,  true  or  false, 
accordant  with  the  popular  feeling.  My  course  on 
this  subject  will  never  be  condemned  in  my  district 
by  Democrats,  to  any  extent,  except  in  whis]iers 
among  those  who,  for  the  sake  of  theirown  consist- 
ency and  candor,  ought  to  acknowledge  themselves 
the  disciples  of  John  P.  Hale.  A  vast  majority 
of  my  Whig  constituents  will  secretly  approve  of 
my  course;  but,  for  fear  of  their  abolition  allies, 
and  because  I  am  a  Democrat,  I  shall  never  have 
the  benefit  of  their  ojien  approval.  They  must  find 
fault  with  all  I  do  or  say. 

But,  sir,  as  a  member  here,  and  in  the  discharge 
of  my  duty,  I  would  not  think  of  myself,  but  of 
my  constituents  and  country.  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  public  good,  as  involved  in  the  perpetuity  and 
general  ascendency  of  the  Democratic  party,  will 
be  promoted  by  the  free  discussion  of  this  subject. 
As  one  of  my  constituents  said  at  an  Abolition 
Convention,  and  in  reference  to  the  speeches  he 
there  heard,  "let  every  fellow  talk  to  his  no- 
tion." Sir,  I  deny  that,  in  a  republic,  any  theme, 
proposition,  or  projet,  is  to  be  tabooed.  The  good 
sense  of  the  people  will  set  all  right,  if  you  will 
discuss  fearlessly,  here  and  elsewhere,  in  speech 
and  in  print,  and  by  all  other  possible  means. 
The  people  hold  truth  and  its  advocacy  in  respect. 
"Truth  is  mighty,  and  will  prevail." 

But  I  am  digressing.  My  first  object  is  to  state 
a  single  reason  why  I  shall  vote  against  the  reso- 
lution before  the  House.  ^ 

I  do  not  understand  that,  under  our  Constitution 
or  laws,  any  act  is  a  breach  of  privilege,  if  its 
oflensivcness  be  confined  to  members  of  the  House 
in  their  individual  character,  and  if  its  motive 
be  found  in  the  unofficial  conduct  of  the  mem- 
ber or  members.  If  a  member  be  assailed  or 
menaced  for  loords  spoken  in  del>atc,  or  for  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duly,  I  grant  it  is  a  breach  of  privilege. 
But  nothing  of  tlie  kind  is  alleged  in  this  case.  If 
the  member  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Gibdings]  will  bring 
himself  within  my  views  of  the  Constitution  and 
law,  I  will  not  pause  to  inquire  whether  this  ap- 
plication for  the  exertion  of  the  most  extraordinary 
and  dangcrou.s  power  of  this  House  is  or  is  not 
brought  forward  from  a  regard  for  the  honor  and 
prerogatives  of  the  House.  I  will  not  sufler  my- 
self to  guess  that  the  honorable  member's  forced 
popularity  at  home,  hot-housed  into  a  long  con- 
tinuance by  a  former  expulsion  from  this  Hall, 
as  just  as  it  was  impolitic,  is  failing  for  want 
of  thorns  to  crackle  under  his  pot;  and  that  in 
order  to  remain  here,  or  elsewhnrc  in  political  life 
longer,  he  must  have  a  new  inventory  of  martyr- 
doms to  lay  before  his  most  respectable,  though 
somewhat  peculiar  constituency;  and  that  he 
made  a  pilgrimage  to  the  Washmgton  city  jail  to 
see  those  who  were  there  in  durance,  (but  who 
were  noconstitucnts  of  his, and  who  had  immediate 
Representatives  in  this  and  the  other  Hull,  to 
whom  they  could  apply,)  in  hopes  to  be  mobbed 


or  threatened,  so  as  to  make  a  case  to  bring  before 
the  House  and  country,  and  so  to  bring  to  the  no- 
tice of  the  good  people  of  the  Western  Reserve  his 
most  martyr-like  virtues,  and  the  great  wicked- 
ness of  Washington  city  mobs,  and  thus  incline 
the  hearts  of  the  excellent  citizens  of  said  Reserve 
to  give  him  another  lease  of  his  desk  here  for  a 
two  years'  term,  renewable  forever.  I  would  not 
deprive  the  honorable  member  of  the  advantage 
resulting  from  such  amiable  diplomacy.  I  wish 
him  to  retain  his  place  here.  1  have  got  used  to 
him.  The  House  and  the  country  are  used  to 
him.  I  fear  there  would  be  a  stagnation  here  if 
we  were  deprived  of  his  presence.  Besides,  sir,  I 
am  persuaded  that  his  constituency  will  always — 
for  a  long  time  to  come,  at  least — return  to  this 
House  some  sort  of  political  monstrosity;  either 
an  abolition-mounted  Whig  or  a  Whig-mounted 
Abolitionist.  Now,  sir,  the  honorable  member 
has,  in  a  sort,  been  a  fixture  here  for  a  long  time, 
and  I  myself  have  cultivated  for  him  a  peculiar 
regard — a  sort  of  affection;  and  as  I  was  raised,  as 
they  say  in  Virginia,  in  this  same  Western  Reserve, 
I  have  the  most  friendly  reminiscences  concerning 
many  of  his  constituency,  when  they  and  I  were 
gossoons  together;  and  1  give  it  as  my  deliberate 
opinion  that  there  is  no  tnan  in  the  world  can  so 
well  represent  them,  while  they  are  such  as  they 
now  are,  as  the  honorable  member  himself.  There- 
fore, if  I  supposed  it  needful  to  the  honorable 
member,  I  would  do  anything  in  reason  to  secure 
him  political  perpetuity.  But  it  is  not  now  need- 
ful. If  we  refuse  the  desired  inquiry,  that  will  be 
persecution.  And  if  we  grant  it,  he  will  get  a  first- 
rate  electioneering  document,  at  public  expense,  in 
the  evidence  reported  by  the  committee.  For  that 
matter,  he  has  it  now  in  his  statement  presented 
by  the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts;  for 
the  majority  of  his  constituents  will  think  his  pil- 
grimage to  the  city  jail  was  a  mission  of  mercy, 
and  will  think  of  him  for  President — though  I 
know  his  well-understood  modesty  will  decline 
that  honor — and  then  they  will  wonder  at  his  mod- 
eration ! 

1  vote  against  the  resolutions,  and  the  inquiry 
which  they  propose,  (as  I  hope  I  have  demon- 
strated,) from  no  lack  of  kindly  feeling  towards 
the  honorable  member  from  Ohio,  but  solely  be- 
cause the  menaces  which  he  states  to  have  been 
uttered  against  him  were  not  aimed  at,  or  caused 
by,  any  specific  words  spoken  in  discussion  here, 
nor  at  nor  by  any  act  of  official  duty.  It  is  those 
matters  alone  that  are  protected  by  our  American 
doctrine  of  privilege.  I  know  the  English  prece- 
dents go  further.  But  I  do  not  recognize  their  au- 
thority. They  are  not  adapted  to  our  institutions, 
or  to  the  state  of  things  in  this  country.  If  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  gets  into  a  personal  scrape  when 
cruising  on  his  own  hook  about  the  purlieus  of 
Washington,  and  beyond  the  precincts  of  the  Capi- 
tol, he  must  rely  on  the  judiciary  of  the  District. 
I  believe  justice  is  as  well  administered  here  as  it 
is  in  Ohio  or  in  Indiana,  and  the  laws  afford  the 
most  ample  remedies. 

1  wish  to  premise  my  further  remarks  by  a  brief 
narrative  of  the  events  which  have  produced  a 
temporary  excitement  in  this  Hall,  and  which  will 
(as  was  intended)  extend  into  certain  vicinities  of 
the  country. - 

A  few  days  ago,  a  vessel  from  one  of  the  north- 
ern ports  landed  at  a  public  wharf  in  Georgetown, 
within  this  District,  (Georgetown,  in  fact,  adjoins 
this  city,)  and  discharged  a  load  of  firewood.  In 
a  night  or  two  after  discharging  freight,  the  vessel 
made  sail  down  the  river.  The  next  morning  near 
eighty  slaves  were  missing  in  this  city  and  George- 
town, having  been  taken  on  board  said  vessel. 
Under  the  direction  of  the  constituted  judicial  au- 
thorities, or  of  the  persons  interested,  or  both,  a 
steamboat  made  pursuit  in  a  few  hours,  and,  in  a 
peaceable  and  orderly  manner,  overtook  the  pirat- 
ical craft,  and  brought  it,  the  captain,  and  crew, 
and  also  the  runaway  slaves,  back  to  this  city, 
and  lodged  them  in  jail.  On  the  way  from  the 
steamboat  landing  to  the  jail,  there  was  no  mate- 
rial disturbance,  though  I  heard  a  few  exclama- 
tions against  the  alleged  thieves.  I  should  say  no 
more  tiian,  if  as  much  as,  I  have  heard  on  several 
occasions  of  the  arrest  of  horse  thieves,  taken  with 
the  stolen  horses  in  their  possession,  and  brought 
into  my  own  good  and  orderly  town  of  Indianapo- 
lis. A  member  of  this  House  [Mr.  Gidi)in(;s] 
went  to  the  jail  to  visit  the  alleged  criminals.  'I'hcy 
were  not  constituents  of  his,  but  strangers  to  him. 


He  took  with  him  his  friend,  Mr.  Hamlin,  and 
recommended  him  to  the  criminals  as  a  lawyer,  to 
be  employed  for  their  defence.  They  (the  prison- 
ers) had  not  sent  for  the  honorable  member,  or 
for  Mr.  Hamlin.  They  are  said  to  be  principal 
owners  of  the  vessel  aforenamed,  and  needed  no 
charity.  A  variety  of  inferences  have  been  started 
as  to  the  motive  of  the  honorable  member  in  visit- 
ing the  jail  and  prisoners.  The  honorable  mem- 
ber understands  himself  as  having  been  influenced 
by  considerations  of  humanity  solely.  In  the  com- 
munity of  this  District,  the  act  was  understood  as 
an  effort  publicly  to  give  the  sanction  of  the  honor- 
able member's  name  in  condemnation  of  the  slave- 
holding  which  their  fathers  practised,  and  taught 
them  to  practise,  and  as  a  sort  of  defiance  of  them. 
By  some  persons  it  was  simply  understood  as  a 
not  very  respectable  act.  These  inferences,  of 
others  than  the  honorable  member,  may  or  may 
not  be  correct.  I  know  the  honorable  member 
likes  troubled  waters;  but  I  am  slow  to  conclude 
against  him  the  implication  of  low  or  dishonorable 
motive.  Yet  I  must  acknowledge,  that  had  the 
honorable  member  failed  to  assure  us  that  his  mo- 
tives were  merely  humane,  and  were  he  a  stranger 
to  me,  I  should,  on  the  case  stated,  have  inferred 
that  he  went  to  the  jail  on  purpose  to  get  into  a 
scrape.  And  but  for  his  assurances,  I  should  have 
inferred  that  Mr.  Hamlin  was  his  special  friend, 
and  that  he  was  anxious  to  place  him  in  a  position 
as  counsel  for  these  prisoners,  to  present  his  bills 
to  the  northern  Abolition  societies,  whose  prompt-, 
itude  in  paying  such  bills,  on  the  certificate  of  the 
honorable  member  from  Ohio,  will  not  be  doubted. 
They  are  capital  paymasters.  One  or  two  of  my 
professional  brethren  athome  tried  them,  and  found 
they  bled  freely.  If  the  honorable  member's  friend 
should,  in  con.sequence  of  being  a  stranger,  and  of 
his  social  cormections,  be  of  no  service  to  his  cli- 
ents, but  the  business  have  to  be  done  by  the  law- 
yers of  this  District,  who  understand  the  local  laws 
and  the  practice  of  the  courts,  and  who,  from  their 
knowledge  of  the  population,  can  understand ingly 
challenge  jurors — why,  so  much  the  greater  will 
be  his  obligations  to  the  honorable  member.  The 
worst  inference  which,  in  the  absence  of  the  assu- 
rances of  the  honorable  member,  I  could  make, 
would  be,  that  he  had  got  his  f^riend  a  fee,  and 
done  something  to  be  talked  of  among  the  good 
people  of  the  Western  Reserve — thus  killing  two 
birds  with  one  stone;  and  if  he  failed  in  getting 
himself  mobbed,  why,  he  saved  his  bacon. 

A  handsome  young  Englishman  eloped  to  the 
continent  with  the  ugly  old  wife  of  an  earl.  At 
Florence,  he  met  a  quondam  college  chum,  who 
asked  him  thus:  "Ned!  what,  in  the  name  of  all 
that  is  wonderful,  made  you  run  off  with  such  a 
frightful  bag  of  shuttles — such  a  withered,  haggard, 
dried-up  specimen  of  the  feminine  gender  as  is  this 
countess?"  "  Why,"  said  Ned,  "  I  tried  every 
way  to  do  something  to  be  talked  of,  and  get 
into  the  gazette — all  in  vain.  I  determined  to  be 
notorious.  The  countess  was  the  only  woman  of 
rank  who  would  run  off  with  me,  and  find  me 
guineas  to  make  me  happy.  Had  I  run  off  with 
a  young,  beautiful  commoner,  it  would  have  been 
a  small  affair.  But  a  countess,  eh  !  Notoriety, 
my  dear  fellow;  notoriety  is  everything."  If  the 
honorable  member  from  Ohio  worships  the  same 
goddess  with  this  sprig  of  aristocracy,  he  will  find 
her  propitious,  I  fancy,  under  the  circumstances, 
which  seem  to  have  grown  up  as  if  by  magic  to 
his  hand.  I  am  persuaded  he  will  be  a  fixture  ill 
political  life,  here  or  elsewhere,  not  while  "  sun 
and  moon  endure" — not  "  while  grass  grows  and 
water  runs" — but  so  long  as  just  his  corner  of 
Buncombe  should  have  the  bad  taste  to  appreciate 
his  services  at  less  than  their  great  value,  it  can  so 
happen  that  he  can  become  the  subject  of  an  expul- 
sion, an  investigation,  or  of  a  fuss  in  general. 

Why,  sir,  the  honorable  member  is  not  an  ex- 
ception to  the  rule.  Many  a  clever  fellow,  elected 
as  the  first  choice  of  his  district,  and  called  a  right 
smart  man  at  home,  sinks  into  disregard  because  he 
does  nothing  here  for  notoriety — nothing  to  be  made 
the  subject  of  an  editorial,  a  letter,  or  a  speech. 

I  have  made  a  sliding  scale  of  the  means  of  ac- 
quiring notoriety  as  a  member  of  this  House, 
drawn  from  the  most  authentic  sources,  and  find 
them  as  follows: 

1st.  To  be  gloriously  persecuted. 

2d.  To  get  into  a  fight. 

3d.  To  have  many  heated  altercations,  and  al- 
ways get  the  better  in  the  way  of  hard  sayings. 
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4th.  To  move  a  suspension  of  the  rules  often,  for 
the  purpose  of  introducing  popular  propositions. 

5th .1  To  make  frequent  personal  explanations. 

It  is  true  that  the  first  tliree  will  be  almost  un- 
availing, unless  you  can  get  the  editors  and  letter- 
writers  to  take  the  matter  in  hand;  and  it  is  also 
true  that  our  masters  have  so  far  come  to  an  un- 
derstanding of  the  last  two,  that  none  but  a  green 
one  will  rely  much  upon  them.  But  if  a  man  can 
only  bring  all  of  those  means  into  his  service,  he 
is  in  a  fair  way  to  become  a  tall  cedar,  and,  as  a 
member  of  this  House,  perennial. 

I  myself  have  never  had  any  reason  to  complain 
of  persecution.  They  lied  on  me  some  at  home; 
but  that  was  to  be  expected.  Here  I  have  com- 
plained of  nothing.  I  had  a  bargain  with  one  of 
my  Democratic  friends  to  get  up  an  altercation, 
and  consequent  fight;  but  we  abandoned  the  plan, 
for  fear  we  should  both  burst  into  a  laugh,  and  so 
expose  our  plot.  I  have  had  thoughts  of"  light- 
ing on"  some  little  fellow  of  a  Whig,  but  then  I 
am  afraid  of  "  foreign  intervention." 

The  honorable  member  from  Ohio  seems  to  un- 
derstand such  things;  and  I  appeal  to  his  personal 
kindness  to  get  me  into  some  scrape,  which  will 
make  a  great  noise  and  fuss  without  hurting  skin  or 
bone,  so  that  my  good  constituents  may  see  that  I 
am  fighting  gloriously  in  their  behalf.  If  the  honor- 
able member  refuse  me  this  favor,  I  very  much  fear 
that  I  shall  never  enter  this  Hall  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  present  Congress.  To  be  sure  1  am 
here  late,  early,  and  always,  answer  all  letters,  at- 
tend to  all  commissions,  vote  on  all  questions,  and 
make  speeches  when  I  can  get  the  floor.  But  there 
is  no  excitement  in  these  things;  they  are  too 
common.  O!  if  I  could  only  get  myself  terribly 
mobbed,  or  whipped,  or  whip  somebody,  or  get  per- 
secuted !  Verdy,  my  good  nature  and  my  industry 
■will  be  my  ruin  !  Would  it  not  be  hard  for  a  man 
to  lose  a  seat  in  Congress  only  because  he  attends 
to  his  business,  and  will  be  a  gentleman  ? 

But,  sir,  I  am  wandering  somewhat  from  the 
point,  I  fear. 

In  addition  to  the  facts  which  I  have  stated,  but 
little  remains  to  be  told.  It  is  said  that  there  have 
been  mobs  collected  in  this  city,  on  two  consecu- 
tive nights,  following  the  events  already  narra- 
ted. I  was  present  at  one  of  them.  It  was  a  very 
orderly  mob — much  more  so  than  this  House 
often  is.  It  passed  divers  resolutions.  I  was  not 
pleased  with  one  of  tbem.  I  am  not  always  pleased 
with  the  resolutions  adopted  by  this  House.  They 
resolved  that  if  the  editor  of  a  certain  abolition 
newspaper,  published  in  Washington,  did  not,  be- 
fore the  next  night,  remove  his  press  from  the 
District  of  Columbia,  they  would  remove  it  for 
him.  He  did  not  remove  it.  At  the  time  appoint- 
ed the  mob  "  met  pursuant  to  adjournment."  Did 
they  tear  down  the  press,  or  remove  it .'  Not  a  bit 
of  it.  The  editor  of  the  abolition  paper  (to  his 
honor  be  it  spoken)  stood  his  ground.  He  inform- 
ed the  most  gentlemanly  mob  that,  so  far  as  their 
resolution  was  concerned,  he  was  a  nullifier.  He 
threw  himself  upon  his  reserved  rights.  Where- 
upon this  most  polite  and  law-abiding  mob  (to  its 
everlasting  honor,  and  to  the  honor  of  Washington 
city,  and  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  be  it  spoken) 
most  magnanimously  backed  out,  and  nullified  its 
own  resolution;  and  there  stands  the  abolition 
printing  press  and  office  in  all  their  glory !  That 
it  was  established  here  on  purpose  to  be  mobbed, 
and  demolished,  so  as  to  excite  sympathy,  and 
force  abolition  principles  and  feelings  upon  the 
people  of  the  northern  States,  many  do,  and  will 
continue  to  believe.  I  do  not.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
if  the  people  of  this  District  will  not  demolish  an 
abolition  press,  located  among  them,  within  a  week 
after  near  a  hundred  of  their  slaves  have  been  sto- 
len, they  never  will.     So  mote  it  be. 

I  believe  I  have  narrated  all  the  material  facts, 
except  that  some  blackguard,  or  abolitionist,  threw 
a  few  stones  out  of  ^some  dark  corner  and  broke  a 
window  or  two  a  little. 

"  Behold  howgreatamatteralittlefirekindleth." 
Out  of  this  affair,  a  very  animated  discussion  has 
arisen  in  this  Hall,  and  the  honorable  member 
from  Ohio  is,  in  one  way  or  the  other,  sure  of  his 
crown  of  martyrdom.  The  abolitionists  of  the 
North,  and  the  cavaliers  of  the  South  (some  of 
them)  will,  for  oni;c,  agree  in  opinion.  They  will 
both  swear  (to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and 
belief)  that  there  is  a  prodigious  excitement  all 
over  tiie  country.  When  a  man  is  drunk  he  takes 
every  man  he  sees  to  bo  drunk. 


I  am  well  aware  that  my  calm  mode  of  consid- 
ering this  subject  accords  not  at  all  with  the  polit- 
ical interests  of  abolitionists.  Nor  will  it  be  ac- 
ceptable to  the  tastes  of  the  thoroughbred  south- 
ern cavalier.  The  interests  of  the  one  would  be 
better  subserved,  and  the  tastes  and  feelings  of  the 
other  more  flattered,  if  I  would  go  into  some  sort 
of  a  fit  on  the  occasion  of  the  discussion  of  this 
terrible  topic!  Excuse  me,  gentlemen,  1  am  not 
spasmodically  disposed.  I  am  not  inclined  to  take 
either  a  convulsion  or  an  epileptic  fit  on  the  occa- 
sion. No  !  not  even  an  hysteric  spasm.  The  topic 
is  not  a  terrible  one  to  me,  nor  to  those  by  whose 
votes  I  am  here.  Your  united  arguments  and 
vociferations  cannot  induce  me  to  believe,  or  to 
say  without  believing  it,  that  the  Union  is  in 
any  immediate  danger  on  account  of  slavery  or 
abolitionism,  or  of  the  folly  or  wickedness  of 
either. 

I  propose  to  give  a  synopsis  of  the  opinions  of 
myself,  and  of  all  (except  about  thirty)  of  those 
by  whose  votes  I  am  here.  Listen,  and  see  how 
you  like  our  way  of  thinking.  I  propose  not  only 
"  to  speak  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief 
the  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,"  (as  is,  I  be- 
lieve, usual  here,)  but  also  to  "speak  the  whole 
truth;"  in  which  respect  I  shall  perhaps  be  rather 
unfashionable. 

Our  opinions  are  about  as  follows: 

1st.  The  original  cause  of  slavery — the  stealing 
of  men  and  women  in  Africa — was,  in  our  opinion, 
an  act,  or  a  series  of  acts,  of  unnatural,  oppressive, 
and  unmitigated  wrong.  So,  also,  we  think  of 
knowingly  puichasing,  as  slaves,  the  women  and 
men  thus  stolen. 

2d.  We  understand,  in  reference  to  the  holding  of 
slaves  by  descent,  or  purchase  from  those  to  whom 
they  have  descended,  that  it  may  or  may  not  be 
wrong,  according  to  circumstances  and  tlie  intent 
of  the  actor.  We  generally  would  agree  upon  the 
declaration  of  one  of  the  few  churches,  wliose  or- 
ganization in  the  United  States  has  not  been  broken 
up  (to  their  shame  be  it  spoken)  by  the  unprofita- 
ble agitation  of  this  subject — not  generally  among 
the  church  members,  but  principally  among  the 
clergy  in  their  periodical  assemblies,  conventions, 
or  conferences — which  declaration,  if  my  memory 
does  not  fail  me,  i§.  in  these  words,  to  wit:  "Slave- 
holding,  as  practised  in  these  United  States,  is  not, 
in  itself,  of  necessity,  sin." 

3d.  We  believe  that  the  introduction  of  slavery 
into  the  United  Slates,  though  brought  about  by 
acts  in  violation  of  his  law,  is  of  the  providence  of 
God;  and  that,  in  defiance  of  the  madness  of  fanat- 
ics, and  not  by  their  agency.  He  will  bring  out  of 
it  great  good  to  his  creature  man,  the  special  o*bject 
of  his  providence  and  grace. 

4th.  We  hold  that,  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  Congress  has  no  power  to  either 
authorize  or  prohibit  slavery  in  any  State  or  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States.  We  admit  the  power 
of  Congress  to  regulate  slavery  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  and  we  think  that  Congress  ought  to 
exercise  that  power  by  prudent  and  moderate  legis- 
lation aimed  at  any  abuses  which  exist.  A  strict 
construction  of  the  Constitution  forces  us  to  this 
conclusion.  As  Democrats,  we  are  bound  to  ad- 
here to  a  strict  construction  of  that  instrument.  It 
is  therein  that  we  differ  from  Federalists,  whom 
we  accuse  of  frittering  away  the  Constitution  by  a 
liberal  construction  of  it. 

I  am  aware  that  one  of  my  votes,  given  in  the 
last  Congress  upon  an  amendment  to  the  Oregon 
bill,  conflicts  with  an  opinion  expressed  in  this 
paragraph.  That  was  before  I  had  thought  well 
upon  the  subject,  with  the  Constitution  before  me. 
If  any  one  wishes  to  hit  me  a  personal  rap,  in  retort 
for  some  of  my  general  remarks  not  exactly  to  his 
taste,  I  can  furnish  him  with  much  more  glaring 
instances  of  change  of  opinion  and  practice,  on  my 
part,  than  in  this  small  matter.  I  was  a  Federalist 
once,  and  now  I  am  a  Democrat.  I  once  believed, 
verily,  that  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis  contained  a 
literal  narrative  of  facts,  and  that  the  world  was 
only  about  six  thousand  years  old:  I  now  find  in 
said  chapter  a  beautiful  specimen  of  Oriental  alle- 
gory, shadowing  forth  the  works  and  providence 
of  God.  How  old  the  world  is,  1  do  not  even  begin 
to  inquire.  Geology  proves  it  to  be  many  millions 
of  years  since  it  had  existence  in  some  form.  In 
practice,  too,  as  well  as  opinion,  I  have  changed 
much — I  hope  for  the  better.  Any  fool  can  be 
consistent,  but  it  is  only  a  man  whose  wisdom  ex- 
ceeds his  personal  pride,  who  will  gladly  abandon 


heresy  and  embrace  truth,  as  he  shall,  by  search- 
ing, find  it  out. 

5th.  Wc  hold  that  some  of  our  northern  friends 
very  gratuitously  shoulder,  as  national  sins,  mat- 
ters of  law,  under  the  exclusive  control  of  States 
and  Territories.  We  deny,  as  antiquated,  and  as 
appertaining  to  a  dark  age,  the  notion  that  one 
man  can  be  made  morally  responsible  for  any  but 
his  own  acts,  and  those  which  he  directly  encour- 
ages others  to  commit.  We  are  skeptical,  gener- 
ally, as  to  there  being  any  such  thing  as  national 
sin.  And,  in  this  connection,  we  deny  that  it  is 
any  part  of  the  duty  of  the  people  of  New  Eng- 
land, or  of  the  Western  Reserve,  to  repent  of  the 
sins  of  southern  slaveholders.  We  deny  the  vir- 
tue of  any  such  vicarious  repentance;  and,  with  all 
our  charity,  we  sometimes  fear  that  those  who 
thus  busy  themselves  about  the  transgressions  of 
others,  will,  as  a  consequence,  become  sad  phari- 
sees,  and  each  go  blundering  along  with  an  unmiti- 
gated beam  in  his  own  eye.  We  intimate  this 
most  respectfully. 

6th.  We  respectfully  suggest  to  our  slavehold- 
ing  brethren  to  consider  of  the  propriety  of  gradu- 
ally emancipating  their  slaves,  and  hope  they  will 
effect  that  object  at  the  time  they  may  judge  best; 
and  we  make  it  a  special  request  that  they  will  so 
conduct  the  operation  as  not  to  inundate  us  with 
their  emancipates.  We  dread  the  presence  of  a 
numerous  colored  population  among  us,  and  have 
endeavored  to  provide  againstit  by  State  legislation. 
But  such  laws  will  be  evaded.  The  newspapers, 
from  Maine  to  Texas,  have  said  that  our  supreme 
court  has  decided  our  law  on  this  subject  to  be 
unconstitutional;  on  the  contrary,  the  court  decided 
the  law  to  be  constitutional  and  binding.  The 
court  consisted  of  a  man  from  "  the  old  Bay  State," 
a  Jerseyman,  and  a  Virginian.  The  court  was 
unanimous,  I  believe.  The  newspapers  are  not 
right  always. 

7th.  We  esteem  a  professional  slave-dealer  as  an 
unmitigated  brute  beast. 

8th.  We  deny  that  an  increase  of  the  area  of 
slavery  will,  of  necessity,  increase  its  volume,  un- 
less the  importation  of  slaves  be  again  authorized, 
which  no  one  thinks  of.  We  can  see  that  it  may 
better  the  condition  of  slaves.  We  can  see  that 
the  huddling  together  in  a  small  compass  of  the 
slaves  of  the  country  may  accelerate  emancipation. 
But  we  also  see  that  such  hasty  emancipation 
would  be  likely  to  bring  upon  us  in  Indiana  an 
avalanche  of  colored  population.  Admitting  that 
evil  is  to  be  teared,  as  to  the  continuance  of  slavery 
as  a  consequence  of  extending  its  possible  area,  we 
deny  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  legis- 
late in  prevention  of  that  evil.  It  is  a  matter  of 
municipal  legislation  appertaining  to  the  States  and 
Territories.  We  do  not  see  the  end.  But  we  are 
sure  that  God  does. 

9th,  When  we  hear  a  man  declaim  about  the 
hardship  to  northern  laborers  resulting  from  slave 
labor  coming  in  competition  with  their  labor,  we 
are  sure  he  does  not  understand  himself,  if  he  pro- 
poses, as  a  remedy,  the  abolition  of  slavery  or  its 
restriction.  If  the  slaves  be  emancipated,  their 
labor  will  still  and  nevertheless  continue  to  come 
in  competition  with  the  labor  of  the  white  man  of 
the  North.  If  the  importation  of  slaves  were  prac- 
tised or  allowed,  the  argument  would  be  good 
against  such  importation.  The  benevolent  aboli- 
tionist or  anti-slavery  man  ought  not  to  insist  on 
this  argument.  It  is  unsound.  To  remove  the 
competition  created  by  the  labor  of  the  colored 
man,  it  will  not  be  sufficient  to  emancipate  him. 
Thepoorfellow  mustbeexterminated,  to  release  the 
white  laborer  from  the  competition  complained  of 
It  is  very  important  sometimes  to  examine  subjects. 
Do  you  remember  the  story  of  Dr.  Franklin,  the 
philosophers,  the  bucket  of  water,  and  the  fish  ? 
Enough  said  ! 

10th.  We  doubt  not  but  that  there  are  many 
cruel  masters  in  the  South,  who  misuse  and  treat 
cruelly  their  slaves,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent;  but 
we  do  not  believe  that  God  sent  all  the  evil  human 
nature  into  the  southern  States,  and  all  the  choice 
qualities  of  the  same  article  into  New  England, 
New  York,  the  Western  Reserve,  &c.  AVc  g-utss 
He  adjusted  the  matter  about  equally.  A  man  of 
wealth  and  of  a  cruel  disposition  in  the  South,  we 
suppose,  will  indulge  himself  in  oppression  and 
cruelty  towards  his  slaves;  and  the  same  sort  of  a 
man  in  the  North  will  amuse  himself  by  lording  it 
over  his  poor  neighbors,  oppressing  the  widow  and 
the  fatherless,  and  tyrannizing  over  his  wife,  chil- 


668 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  25, 


dren,  and  servants.  One  thing  we  know:  eman- 
cipated negroes  and  runaways  among  us,  after  a 
little  experience,  universally  prefer  being  employed 
as  servants  by  those  of  our  people  who  are  from 
Kentucky  and  Virginia.  They  say  that  Yankees 
do  not  know  how  to  treat  colored  people.  In  fact, 
I  have  frequently  known  them  prefer  pinching 
want,  in  their  own  little  cabins,  to  profitable  ser- 
vice in  the  most  respectable  families  from  the  east- 
ern States. 

Moreover,  we  doubt  not  but  that  the  truly  be- 
nevolent man  can,  and  does,  as  the  owner  of  slaves, 
find  numerous  opportunities  of  exerting  his  good 
qualities  in  his  demeanor  towards  them.  He  can 
be,  and  frequently  is,  to  his  slaves,  friend,  coun- 
sellor, and  physician.  We  are  of  opinion  that 
such  masters  are  more  frequently  found  in  rural 
life  than  in  towns.  The  town  spoils  the  slave,  and 
does  not  morally  improve  the  master.  We  believe 
that  a  great  deal  of  southern  benevolence  finds 
scope  in  most  praiseworthy  efforts  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  slave;  and  are  satisfied  that,  in 
many  instances,  southern  chivalry  expends  much 
tenderness  upon  the  female  slave.  We  do  not 
praise  this. 

New  England  is  full  of  benevolence.  Witness 
the  numerous  associations  formed  with  a  design 
to  better  the  condition  of  man.  Sometimes,  when 
we  become  a  little  pharisaical  ourselves,  we  inward- 
ly smile  at  the  ostentation  of  the  thing;  but  we 
give  a  hospitable  reception  to  all  the  missionaries 
the  New  England  societies  send  among  us  to  con- 
vert the  heathen  of  Indiana;  and,  thus  far,  some 
of  our  young  savages  marry  the  female  teachers 
they  send  us,  about  as  soon  as  they  come  to  hand. 
Send  them  on.  They  make  good  wives;  and  they 
look  "so  almighty  slick,"  that  they  will  soon  be 
released  from  school-teaching,  by  being  called  to 
preside  over  the  houses  of  young  Hoosiers.  If 
they  preside  over  the  Hoosier's  person  and  mind, 
as  well  as  over  his  affairs,  why — no  odds — it  is 
not  slavery.  We  hold  the  northern  and  southern 
people  to  be  alike  good  and  alike  bad.  They  are 
good  and  bad  in  different  ways.  Were  we  to  crit- 
icise you,  we  should  say  that  there  are  a  good 
many  sinners  in  the  South,  and  a  good  many  Phari- 
sees at  the  North;  and  we  doubt  not  that  if  you 
were  to  get  out  of  temper  with  us,  on  precisely  the 
same  day,  you  could  get  up  a  joint  meeting  of  pu- 
ritans and  cavaliers,  and  unanimously  vote  us  out 
of  the  synagogue  as  publicans.  Do  so,  if  you  feel 
like  it.  In  return,  we  wish  you  both  well,  and 
pray  God  to  cure  you  of  your  mutual  disposition 
to  repent  of  each  other's  sins,  whereby  you  con- 
vert this  Hall  into  an  arena  for  unreasonable,  un- 
charitable, and  reproachful  squabbling,  in  which 
we  take  no  interest,  except  to  be  pained  thereby. 
We  have  no  respect  for  your  unfraternal  objurga- 
tions.    Excuse  our  plainness.     It  is  our  way. 

11th.  We  have  witnessed,  for  years,  the  un- 
profitable and  most  injurious  effects  resulting  from 
efforts  to  legislate,  contrary  to  the  Constitution,  on 
the  subject  of  slavery;  whereby  much  time  has 
been  wasted,  and  much  ill  feeling  and  local  jealousy 
brought  into  existence,  and  have  resolved  to  es- 
teem most  highly  those  who  are  most  silent  on 
that  topic  in  this  Hall.  We  are  aware  that  Demo- 
crats, professing  to  be  strict  constructionists,  some- 
times bring  the  subject  forward.  For  the  benefit 
of  such,  I  will  tell  a  story.  A  clever  young  Hoosier 
was  riding  along  one  of  our  roads.  He  was  mount- 
ed on  ;i  full-blooded  whip  and  Bertrand  horse.  He 
met  a  wealthy  and  respectable  gentleman,  reason- 
al)ly  good-looking,  very  ruddy,  and  rather  oldish, 
who  was  mounted  on  the  ugliest  S])ecimen  of  horse- 
flesh imaginable.  He  (the  horse,  not  the  man) 
■was  snip-nosed,  big-headed,  ewe-necked,  swag- 
backed,  hog-rumped,  sickle-hamcd,  timber-limbed, 
knock-knccd,  and  clump-footed.  Moreover,  his 
mane  and  tail  were  not  flowing,  but  bristly;  each 
fetlock  was  like  a  festoon  of  chestnut  burs,  and  he 
had  a  vile  trick  of  stumbling  against  any  other 
horse  he  met  on  the  road.  In  that  way  he  victim- 
ized the  horse  of  our  young  cavalier,  repeatedly, 
while  the  two  riders  were  taking  a  chat  en  passant. 
The  following  dialogue  thereupon  took  place  be- 
tween the  rider  of  the  fine  horxe,  whom  we  will 
cjill  for  the  nonce  Hlood,  and  the  rider  ot'  the  ugly 
horse,  whom  we  will  temporarily  christen  by  the 
name  of  Jade. 

Jiloott.  I  May,  my  <loar»ir,  you  ride  just  n  loctlr;  tlio  uulic.-t 
f>pi:ciiii<,-ii  of  liorxcflCHli  I  ever  did  gi:n.  It  in  a  iiinrliil  hIiuiik; 
to  l)f  rirlini;  sucli  nn  animal  round  tlic  rounlry,  hlundirrini; 
aguiiiMt  people.     Sac,  your  iiliominahle  bioxt  linH  corked  my 


horse  till  he  will  limp  for  a  month,  and  he  has  barked  my 
shin  like  blazes.     You  ought  to  shoot  him. 

Jcide.  I  lun  bound  to  acknowledge  tliat  my  horse  is  no 
beauty,  and  he  is  no  great  saddle  horse.  But  rbr  ploughing 
corn,  harrowinjin  oats,  snakiirg  logs,  and  riding  round  the 
farm,  he  is  capital ;  and  then  he  is  so  good  and  quiet  for  the 
boys  to  ride  to  mill,  and  the  old  woman  to  meeting.  I  ad- 
mit he  is  a  bad  roadster,  and  blunders  against  people  to  a 
degree.     IJnt  I  say,  let  them  keep  out  of  the  way. 

Blood.     Have  you  no  better  saddle-horse.' 

Jade.  Yes,  several;  but  it  suits  me  to  ride  this  beast.  I 
tlliiik  to  force  some  one  to  buy  lain. 

Blood.  Soh  I  old  lellow,  is  that  your  policy.'  Now,  1  do 
not  blame  your  horse  for  being  ugly.  He  is  as  he  was  made. 
I  do  not  blame  you  (or  owning  him,  and  using  him  <it  home, 
for  your  ploughing,  harrowing,  and  snaking,  and  for  your 
domestic  riding  round  your  farm;  but  if  you  are  a  clever 
fellow,  you  will  keep  that  horse  at  home. 

And  so  say  I  to  northern  Democrats  of  the  Wil- 
mot  proviso  and  self-called  anti-extension-of-the- 
area-of-slavery  stamp.  You  cannot  expect  ever 
to  convert  southern  Democrats.  You  tried  your 
hand  at  browbeating  western  Democrats  last  Con- 
gress ;  you  made  personal  attacks  upon  them; 
your  few  adherents  in  their  districts  clandestinely 
sought  to  subvert  them;  but  they  are  here  again  ; 
and  several  who  voted  with  you  last  Congress 
now  vote  against  you.  The  old  men — the  neigh- 
borhood politicians,  who  love  the  unity  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  look  upon  it  as  the  rock 
of  political  safety — gave  some  of  them  a  hint,  I 
guess.  And  from  the  way  the  northern  Democratic 
votes  go,  I  guess  there  have  been  some  hints  given 
and  taken  in  that  quarter.  Your  ugly  beast  of  a 
horse  may  carry  you  through  your  districts  well 
enough;  but  if  you  bring  hinn  here  upon  the  na- 
tional highway,  the  riding  of  him  can  give  you 
small  satisfaction,  unless  you  can  find  a  malicious 
pleasure  in  the  idea  that  you  may  unhorse  a  neigh- 
bor, or  mayhap  at  least  make  him  rub  a  shin.  In 
the  spirit  of  kindness,  I  tell  you  to  keep  that  horse 
at  home.  But,  say  you.,  our  constituents  expect  us 
to  ride  that  horse.  We  rode  him  through  our  dis- 
tricts. He  carried  us  into  the  affections  of  our 
constituents,  for  when  we  went  a-wooing  to  them, 
we  were  ever  on  his  back.  Well,  then,  go  to  them 
and  tell  them  the  truth.  Tell  them  that  this  same 
horse  is  a  bad  cross  of  democracy  and  abolition- 
ism; that  he  wins  no  race  on  the  national  demo- 
cratic course;  that,  in  ploughing  the  national  corn- 
field he  runs  on  and  ploughs  up  the  corn  and  leaves 
the  weeds  standing;  and  that  no  one  regards  him 
with  either  respect  or  fear,  except  now  and  then  a 
cavalier,  who  takes  a  fright  at  him,  before  he  gets 
used  to  him.  If  that  fails,  read  my  speech  to  them; 
and  if  that  fails,  advise  them  that  they  ought  to 
vote  with  the  Abolitionists,  and  say  so  to  tliem  in 
the  spirit  of  kindness,  as  1  now  speak  to  you, 
"Honesty  is  the  best  policy."  We  know  that 
your  course  is  so  disgustful  to  the  Democrats  of 
the  southern  States,  that  if  the  middle  and  western 
States  were  to  follow  you,  the  southern  Democ- 
racy would  withdraw  from  their  connection  with 
northern  Democrats,  and  the  party  organization 
would  thus  be  broken  up.  This  would  bring  all 
the  elections  of  President  into  this  House,  to  be 
carried  by  the  highest  bidder,  or  by  corrupt  coali- 
tions of  mere  factions,  without  reference  to  prin- 
ciple. I  wish  to  be  in  order,  Mr.  Speaker.  I  do 
not  mean  this  House.  This  House  is  honest.  But 
if  parties,  based  upon  principle,  cease  to  control 
this  Government,  factions,  having  no  common 
bond  but  love  of  place  and  plunder,  will  control  it; 
and  if  honest  parties  are  subverted  or  dissolved, 
and  factions  prevail,  Presidential  elections  will  con- 
stantly or  frequently  come  into  this  House;  and, 
in  that  event,  you  will  not  have  an  honest  House 
here  long.  No,  sir  !  This  temple  of  liberty  will 
become  "a  den  of  thieves. " 

We  cannot,  therefore,  go  with  you.  We  are  the 
majority  of  the  Democratic  party — i.  e.,  we  and 
the  southern  Democracy — with  whom  we  continue 
to  jog  along  pretty  coiTifortably  by  the  exercise  of 
no  more  mutual  forbearance  and  charity  than  our 
Bible  enjoins,  and  by  refraining  from  mutual 
aggression  or  reproach.  In  this  matter,  we  tell 
you  before  the  country,  the  world,  and  God,  that 
you  are  aggressors.  No  one  is  seeking  to  impose 
any  slavery  uf)on  you;  and  no  one  asks  you  to  vote 
for  a  law  to  establish  slavery  anywhere.  We  will 
not  so  vote.  If  you  choose  to  make  yourselves 
responsible  for  the  possible — not  probable — exist- 
ence of  slavery,  (established  by  no  vote  of  yours, 
and  against  your  advice,)  but  possibly  to  exist  as 
you  may  imagine,  for  the  want  of  a  ])revious 
restriction,  which,  if  enacted,  would  be  void  for 
the  want  of  constitutional  authority,  and  which 
would  be  open  to  repeal  by  Congress,  or  by  the 


act  of  the  people  interested, — why,  all  we  have  to 
say  is,  that,  on  this  one  siihject,  you  have  marvel- 
ously  susceptible  consciences.  God  give  you  equal 
susceptibility  on  matters  of  personal  morality,  and 
emotion  of  heartland  life. 

1  say,  we  are  the  majority;  and  if  you  cannot 
keep  that  horse  of  yours  at  home,  for  home  service, 
we  will  not  "  read  you  out;"  but  we  will  say  to 
you,  in  all  kindness,  that  it  were  best  you  should 
join  yourselves  to  the  abolitionists.  They  are  an 
ambitious  party,  and  will  receive  you,  asking  no 
questions,  provided  you  will  profess  the  "  one 
idea,"  and  give  them  your  votes. 

In  the  name  of  those  who  sent  me  here,  I  have 
spoken  the  result  of  our  political  lucubrations  in 
Hoosierland.  If  you  do  not  like  it,  there  is  no 
harm  done.     We  charge  you  nothing  for  it. 

I  have  a  few  words  to  say,  as  of  myself,  and 
without  any  special  instruction;  though  I  judge 
perfectly  in  accordance  with  the  views  of  those 
who  sent  me  here. 

I  wish  to  show,  not  only  that  there  is  no  occasion 
for  the  angry  discussion  of  matters  appertaining  to 
slavery,  but  moreover  that  there  is  no  one  section 
of  this  Union  whose  people  have  any  right  to 
assume  the  attitude  of  censors  on  the  subject  of 
slavery,  and  deal  out  reproofs,  reproaches,  and 
anathemas  upon  those  who  hold  slaves,  and  do  so 
conscientiously. 

New  England  and  Old  England  instituted  slavery 
in  the  colonies  before  the  Revolution.  While  New 
England  could  take  rum,  and  guns,  and  gunpow- 
der to  Africa  and  barter  them  for  negroes;  take 
the  negroes  to  the  southern  colonies  and  barter 
them  for  cotton,  sugar,  indigo,  and  rice;  take  the 
cotton,  sugar,  indigo,  and  rice  to  England  and  bar- 
ter them  for  manufactures,  and  bring  the  manufac- 
tures home  and  sell  them — making  four  profits  on 
the  capital  invested,  to  wit:  one  profit  on  the  rum, 
guns,  and  gunpowder;  another  on  the  negroes; 
another  on  the  cotton,  sugar,  rice,  and  indigo;  and 
a  fourth  on  the  manufactures;  New  England  not 
only  did  not  allege  aught  against  slaveholding,  but 
she  justified  and  maintained  man-stealing.  She 
moreover  justified  the  selling  of  rum  to  poison  the 
poor  Africans,  and  maintained,  by  the  sale  of  guns 
and  gunpowder,  the  bloody  and  desolating  wars 
in  Africa  which  brought  victims  to  your  slave 
"  marts. 

These  things,  sons  of  the  Pilgrims,  your  fathers 
did.  The  thing  worked  in  a  circle.  Their  rum 
turned  the  African  chief  into  a  demon.  To  obtain 
more  of  the  accursed  fire,  he  would  sell  his  own 
people,  or  make  war  on  a  neighboring  tribe,  to 
bring  them  to  the  slave  ships  of  your  fathers.  The 
slaves  brought  high  prices  in  the  South,  where  the 
climate  and  soil  made  their  labor  more  profitable 
than  in  New  England.  Therefore,  and  not  be- 
cause they  thought  slavery  an  evil,  which  they 
wished  to  keep  far  from  them,  they  sold  the  ne- 
groes in  the  South.  The  South  had  no  ships;  your 
fathers  had  them,  and  therefore  they  received  in 
exchange  for  the  negroes  the  products  of  the  South, 
and  carried  them  abroad  to  exchange  for  manu- 
factures to  be  sold  at  home.  Though  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  I  am  a  full-blooded  Yankee;  atid  I 
stand  here,  sustained  by  all  history,  and  say  our 
fathers  were  man-stealers.  Some  of  them  did  not 
personally  participate,  but  they  stood  by  and  said 
never  a  word  for  poor  Africa.  An  advocate  of  the 
doctrine  of  national  sins  among  you  ought  to  go 
into  sackcloth  and  ashes,  on  account  of  this  ini- 
quity of  our  fathers. 

When,  by  importations,  and  by  sending  off  her 
own  household  slaves  to  be  sold  at  the  South,  the 
market  was  fully  supplied,  so  that  the  ordinary 
increase  of  population  would  forever  keep  the 
South  full  of  slaves,  and  no  more  money  could  be 
made  out  of  the  slave  trade.  New  England  began 
to  grow  moral.  In  process  of  time,  the  slave  trade 
was  forbidden  by  the  common  consent  of  the  South 
and  the  North. 

Now,  if  New  England  would  go  to  the  southern 
slaveholders  and  say,  "Our  fathers  stole  men, 
women,  and  children  in  Africa,  brought  them 
to  this  country,  and  sold  them  to  your  fathers;  in 
those  dark  days  this  was  deemed  to  be  right;  but 
now  God  requires  all  men  everywhere  to  repent. 
We  are  constrained  to  admit  that  our  fathers  were 
piratical  thieves,  and  that  your  fathers  were  no 
better,  for  they  were  receivers.  Wc  must  do 
right,  let  what  will  come  of  it.  The  full  price 
which  your  fathers  paid  to  our  fathers  lor  the  ne- 
groes has  built  up  our  cities  and  factories,  and  sent 
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our  sails  to  be  filled  by  every  breeze  of  heaven. 
You,  too,  have  derived  profits.  Your  slaves  have 
increased  in  number  rather  more  than  they  liave 
decreased  in  value.  We  must  emancipate  these 
slaves.  We  will  tax  ourselves,  and  pay  you  half 
price  for  your  slaves,  and  let  them  go  free;" — 1 
should  speak  well  for  her  honesty  and  fairness. 
New  England  forgets  all  the  past.  She  forgets 
even  so  much  of  the  present  as  does  not  sustain 
her  position.  She  forgets  that  the  present  genera- 
tion of  slaveholders  are  neither  thieves  nor  receiv- 
ers; that  slavery  descended  to  them,  and  is  fixed 
upon  them  by  laws  and  circumstances  prohibiting 
their  sudden  repeal  or  modification.  She  forgets 
that  her  sons  are  "sharp  at  a  bargain,"  and  are 
as  much  controlled  by  interest  as  any  other  people. 
She  forgets  that  mighty  interests  are  involved  in 
this  slavery  question,  and  expects  the  South  to  be 
as  sacrificingly  moral  as  she  herself  is  when  in- 
terest and  morality  do  not  conflict.  She  cannot 
ask  or  force  the  South  to  emancipate.  But  she 
asks  the  South  to  submit  to  laws  or  policy  which 
will  keep  the  volume  of  slavery  forever  pent  up 
within  its  present  bounds,  so  as  to  force  emanci- 
pation by  circumstances,  and  as  the  result  of  the 
unhappy  condition  of  both  master  and  slave.  How 
would  New-  England  take  it,  if  the  South  were  to 
demand  that  some  great  northern  interest  should 
be  thus  strangled? 

New  England  also  demands  such  legislation  as 
shall  admit  of  no  other  interpretation  than  as  a 
national  sentence  against  the  practice  of  holding 
slaves.  The  South  will  not  quarrel  with  any  moral- 
ist who  will,  in  ordinary  speech,  or  writing,  con- 
demn them  on  this  point.  But  to  ask  thein  to  sub- 
mit to  a  national  sentence,  solemnly  voted,  and 
recorded,  in  the  form  of  an  act  of  Congress,  is  ask- 
ing what  neither  southern  nor  any  other  human 
nature  can  endure.  The  fact  is,  New  England  is 
not  very  charitable — does  not  "  hope  the  best 
things."  New  England  is  a  very  great  part  of  the 
world.  Her  people  are  a  great  people.  They  err, 
however,  in  other  respects  as  well  as  in  repenting 
of  their  neighbor's  sins.  They  affect  to  act  as  the 
vicegerents  of  Providence,  in  reference  to  the 
slavery  question.  God  governs  the  world.  I  rev- 
erence New  England — especially  New  Hampshire 
and  Maine,  which  have  not  yet  been  permanently 
overrun  with  the  spirit  of  self-righteousness  and 
vicarious  repentance;  but  I  scarce  expect  to  be  in- 
vited within  her  borders  to  make  political  speeches, 
and  be  dined  and  feted.  No  odds  !  The  blood  of 
her  Barbers  and  Watsons  is  in  my  veins.  God 
bless  her. 

New  York  does  not  consider  herself  a  part  of 
New  England,  though  partially  so  considered  in 
my  couiUry,  because  the  blood  of  the  Yankee  has 
almost  entirely  displaced  that  of  the  Knicker- 
bocker. 

New  York  teas  a  great  State.  It  has,  however, 
adopted — in  part,  at  least — such  opinions  in  refer- 
ence to  slaveiy  as  are  impracticable  and  inconsist- 
ent with  the  unity  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
thus  nullified  herself  as  a  Democratic  State.  Neb- 
uchadnezzar jcrw  a  great  monarch.  But  he  went 
mad,  and  was  turned  out  to  grass.  The  low  diet 
proved  salutary,  and  his  reason  returned.  I  be- 
lieve I  am  prepared  to  turn  New  York  out  to  grass. 
Formerly,  when  New  York  spoke,  I  made  a  sign 
to  the  Hoosiers  to  listen.  But  now  it  speaks  so 
strangely,  that  I  say  to  it,  "  Signor  Benedict!  I 
wonder  you  will  be  talking  so.  No  one  minds 
you." 

Mr.  Speaker,  during  last  Congress  I  repeatedly 
heard  the  epithet  "dough-face"  flung  out  here — 
aimed,  as  I  understood  it,  at  Democrats  from  the 
free  Slates  who  advocate  opinions  such  as  I  have 
to-day  expressed.  Something  of  the  same  kind, 
if  I  mistake  not,  has  fallen  from  the  lips  of  one  or 
two  members  during  the  present  session.  When  an 
abolitionist  takes  occasion  to  be  smart  in  that  way, 
I  have  no  .serious  answer  for  him.  I  never  hold 
any  grave  discussion  with  any  of  them,  because 
their  discussions  run  too.much  into  rant  and  decla- 
mation for  an  old-fashioned  platform  Democrat, 
such  as  I  am.  When  a  Whig  aim.s  to  be  racy  by 
calling  names — '■^dough-face.'" — I  do  not  hurl  it 
back  in  his  face  with  unutterable  scorn.  No,  sir! 
I  have  no  unutterable  scorn.  I  can  always  give 
expression  to  as  much  of  that  passion  or  sentiment 
(which  is  it?)  as  I  feel.  I  vimply  hand  it  back  to 
him,  with  the  good-natured  disregard  of  a  man 
conscious  of  rectitude  and  of  patriotic  motives,  and 
I  say  to  him.  Here,  my  friend,  take  this  "  dough- 


face.'^ The  "/rtce"  you  may  dispose  of  at  your 
pleasure;  but  take  good  care  of  the  "  dough."  It 
will  make  a  most  appropriate  conscience  and  creed 
for  the  universal  Whig  party,  as  represented  in  its 
head  men,  politicians,  and  general  olio  material, 
composed  of  New  England  Federalism,  southern 
and  western  Whigery,  and  seasoned  with  aboli- 
tionism in  the  northern  and  western  quarters,  to 
exactly  suit  the  taste  of  "  all  inquiring  friends." 

And,  sir,  should  any  honorable  member,  calling 
himself  a  Democrat,  have  occasion  to  use  that  epi- 
thet as  applicable  to  me,  I  hope  he  will  give  me 
notice,  so  that  I  may  give  him  my  attention. 
Then,  if  when  he  comes  to  the  end  of  the  sentence, 
or  paragraph,  in  which  he  uses  the  epithet,  he  will, 
in  conformity  with  the  usual  courtesy  here,  yield 
me  the  floor  for  exactly  a  minute  and  a  half,  I 
will,  without  offence,  either  give  him  an  answer, 
or  tell  a  true  story  which  will  stand  for  an  answer. 

Mr.  Speaker,  my  constituents  have  been  expect- 
ing me  to  make  a  war  speech.  But  I  have  defer- 
red doing  so,  lest  I  might  retard  the  passage  of 
bills  providing  for  carrying  on  the  war.  After  the 
treaty  shall  be  ratified,  or,  that  failing,  after  the 
necessary  bills  for  carrying  on  the  war  shall  have 
passed,  I  will,  if  I  can  obtain  the  floor,  make  a  war 
speech,  expressive  of  my  views  upon  the  war  and 
all  incidental  topics.  But,  at  present,  I  prefer 
voting  to  speaking;  and  nothing  would  have  tempt- 
ed me  to  speak  now,  but  that  I  saw  that  about  so 
much  time  would,  in  any  event,  be  occupied  by 
this  discussion,  and  I  thought  I  might  as  well  oc- 
cupy the  floor  as  a  better  man.  Besides,  sir,  I 
think  that  members  from  the  northern  slave  States 
and  the  southern  free  States,  where  the  people  are 
not  stark  staring  mad  on  this  subject,  but  have  all 
their  sober  senses  about  them,  ought  to  take  the 
floor  whenever  this  subject  comes  up,  and  keep  the 
peace  between  the  anti-slavery  sons  of  the  Pilgrims 
and  the  Cavaliers,  to  each  of  whom  this  subject 
seems  to  be  one  on  which  they  delight  to  "  pile  up 
the  agony." 

Occasionally  I  hear,  in  discussions  and  conver- 
sations, threats  of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  These 
threats  generally  come  from'New  England,  or  from 
the  slave  States  on  the  Atlantic  slope.  From  this, 
one  might  infer  that  some  of  the  old  thirteen  States 
have  been  wedded  so  long,  and  experienced  so 
many  family  jars,  as  to  have  become  disposed  to 
trifle  with  their  marriage  vow.  In  the  middle  and 
western  States  a  very  different  feeling  prevails. 
In  the  West,  we  consider  the  Union  our  all.  New 
England  and  the  Atlantic  slave  States  are  far  apart; 
and  we  hope  and  believe  that  their  mutual  objur- 
gations amount  to  no  more  than  a  scolding-match 
between  two  querulous  parties  separated  by  an 
impassable  barrier.  We  are  that  barrier.  We 
guess  there  will  be  no  fight;  but,  if  there  be  one, 
we  are  aware,  that  unless  we  of  the  middle  and 
western  States  take  decided  and  high  ground,  our 
territory  will  be  the  "  debatable  ground''  of  a  na- 
tional passage  at  arms,  as  it  now  is  of  the  slavery 
agitation;  and  thus  we  shall  be  victimized  in  war 
as  we  now  are  in  politics.  We  shall  tamely  sub- 
mit to  nothing  of  the  sort.  It  amuses  us  to  hear 
sons,  who  acknowledge  that  their  fathers  were 
thieves,  twit  others  with  being  the  sons  of  receivers 
or  accessaries  after  the  fact,  and  to  hear  these  last 
run  into  a  det'ence  of  that  for  which  their  most  le- 
gitimate justification  is,  that  they  cannot  help  them- 
selves. We  do  not  believe  that  either  mean  half 
they  say.  But  just  show  us  that  you  are  in  earnest, 
and  I  give  you  notice,  on  behalf  of  those  who  are 
victimized  by  your  unreasonable  political  squab- 
bles, that  when  you  dissolve  the  Union,  you  shall 
not  survey  a  boundary  line  through  or  near  our 
borders.  We  of  the  middle  and  western  States 
will  stick  to  both  of  you  like  leeches.  You,  who 
are  so  busy  fomenting  discontents  on  this  subject, 
may  secede  from  the  Union  in  welcome,  and  you 
will  not  be  much  missed.  But  divide  the  Union 
you  shall  not!  We  swear  it  !  And  if  you  talk 
about  a  fight,  I  give  you  notice  that  you  cannot 
make  the  territory  of  the  middle  States  your  battle- 
field. If  you  refuse  us  sureties  for  the  peace,  and 
go  to  loggerheads,  you  may  catch  a  joint  pummel- 
ing  at  our  hands.  We  are  the  backbone  of  the 
Union,  we  would  have  you  to  know.  A  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Union  would  ruin  us;  and  we  are  re- 
solved not  to  be  ruined.  The  southern  free  States, 
the  northern  slave  States,  and  the  Mississippi  val- 
ley, can  jog  along  together  comfbitably.  They 
cannot  and  will  not  do  without  the  union  of  the 
States.     The  middle  States  are  waking  up,  and 


beginning  to  understand  this  slavery  agitation. 
The  western  States  hear  the  Union  threatened, 
and  feel  "  wolfy."  So  look  out,  Messrs.  Pilgrim 
and  Cavalier,  or  you  will  hear  thunder  ! 

I  have  a  few  words  to  say  to  these  same  cava- 
liers, and  I  will  cease  to  speak.  Your  fathers  were 
the  receivers  of  stolen  property.  No  decent  man 
will  reproach  you  with  that.  The  ultra  Calvinism 
which  construes  literally,  and  in  a  damning  sense, 
the  declaration  that  "  the  fathers  have  eaten  sour 
grapes,  and  the  children's  teeth  are  set  on  edge," 
cannot  now  be  found,  except  in  the  study  of  some 
D.  D.,  or  in  some  other  dark  corner  of  the  earth. 
In  the  studies  of  the  ordinary  parochial  clergy- 
man, or  circuit  preacher,  it  is  not  now  generally 
to  be  found.  Slaveholding  is  fixed  upon  you  by 
circumstances  much  more  stubborn  than  are  your 
State  laws.  The  Pilgrim  Fathers  stole  this  prop- 
erty, and  sold  it  to  your  fathers.  Their  sons,  now- 
a-days — some  of  them — think  to  make  atonement 
for  the  larceny  of  their  fathers,  by  stealing  back 
some  of  the  increase  of  this  same  property.  Such 
is  their  notion.  Besides,  having  repented  of  all 
their  own  sins,  relieved  all  the  distress  in  their 
own  vicinity,  and  acquired  all  possible  moral 
knowledge,  they  missionate  with  a  view  to  find 
sins  to  be  repented  of,  distress  to  be  relieved,  and 
ignorance  to  be  enlightened.  They  find  you  in  pos- 
session of  slaves, in  the  course  of  their  charitable  per- 
ambulations, and  come  to  the  conclusion  that  in  this 
you  are  wrong.  Located  at  a  distance  from  you, 
they  do  not  naturally  come  into  a  knowledge  of  the 
peculiar  circumstances  which  make  it  impossible 
for  you  to  relieve  yourselves  of  this  evil.  Instead 
of  making  the  matter  a  subject  of  friendly  remon- 
strance to  you  personally,  they  hold  meetings  at  a 
distance,  and  resolve  and  declaim  against  you,  and 
send  madmen  or  bigots  to  the  national  councils  to 
agitate  and  denounce.  Ifyour  slaves  run  off  to  them, 
they  hide  them.  Sometimes  emissaries  come  from 
among  them,  and  steal  your  slaves.  All  this  is  very 
provoking.  If  loud  complaining  would  cure  the 
evil,  I  would  say,  shout  your  complaints.  But  it  does 
no  good.  These  circumstances  are  as  stubborn  as 
are  the  circumstances  which  fix  slaveholding  upon 
you.  All  the  non-slaveholding  States  and  people 
are  not  arrayed  against  you.  Many  even  of  those 
who,  by  their  sermons,  speeches,  and  conversa- 
tions, encourage  the  larcenies  of  which  you  com- 
plain, do  not  mean  to  produce  that  effect.  Those  in 
the  non-slaveholding  States,  who  understand  the 
matter,  and  are  prepared  to  sustain  all  your  rights, 
have  no  special  or  personal  interest  in  doing  so, 
and  are  therefore  rather  sluggish  in  moving:  while 
they  who  are  against  you,  like  all  men  more  or  less 
imbued  with  any  "single  idea,"  are  active, energet- 
ic, and  ubiquitous.  These,  also,  are  circumstances 
which  no  efforts  of  yours  can  modify.  Your  best 
reliance  is  upon  the  Constitution,  and  those  who 
judicially  administer  it.  It  is  not  always  an  indi- 
cation that  the  people  of  a  Congressional  district 
are  unconstitutionally  hostile  to  your  interests, 
that  their  representative  here  promulges  unconsti- 
tutional dogmas.  The  advocates  of  the  "  one  idea" 
are,  as  I  have  said,  active,  energetic,  and  ubiqui- 
tous. They  are,  moreover,  Jesuitical,  in  the  bad 
sense  of  the  term.  Fifty  of  them,  who  do  not 
opetdy  act  with  the  abolitionists,  will  do  wonders 
in  a  Congressional  district.  If  their  representative 
here  does  his  duty  to  the  Union,  by  speaking  and 
voting  against  their  opinions,  they  know  how  to 
attack  him.  Suppressing  the  true  reason  of  their 
hostility,  they  will  unitedly  and  simultaneously 
throw  into  circulation  considerations,  true  or  false, 
or  partly  both,  calculated  to  produce  general  im- 
pressions against  him.  With  much  personal  pop- 
ularity, and  general  acquaintance  with  the  people 
of  his  district,  he  may  sustain  himself  for  a  time; 
but,  in  the  end,  he  will  probably  f^ll,  (not  gener- 
ally, however,  to  be  succeeded  by  a  man  of  "  one 
idea,")  and  he,  and  he  only,  will  know  the  dirty 
agency  which  has  subverted  him.  A  politician  who 
thinks  only  of  achieving  an  election;  who  under- 
values his  personal  independence;  and  who  either 
knows  not  of,  or  cares  not  for,  the  mischief  his 
course  will  work  to  the  Union ,  to  his  political  party, 
and  to  the  States,  will  generally  condescend  to  give 
some  sort  of  assurance  to  the  professors  of  the 
"  one  idea,"  to  secure  their  active  services  in  pro- 
ducing his  nomination  and  election.  When  he 
comes  here,  he  must  redeem  it.  The  mass  of  his 
constituents,  who  disapprove  of  his  votes  or  course, 
having  many  ideas,  do  not  lay  much  stress  on  the 
matter.     They  may  write  to  him,  expressing  their 
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regret,  ;uid  lliere  will  end  their  movement,  gen- 
erally, but  not  always.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
"one  idea"  puts  into  requisition  all  its  powers  to 
sustain  its  representative.  From  this  account  of 
the  matter,  you  will  perceive  how  it  is  that  the 
number  of  the  representatives  of  the  "  one  idea," 
nominally  belonging  to  other  parties,  fluctuates  as 
it  does.  I  have  said  that  not  more  than  thirty  or 
forty  of  the  Democrats  (so  called)  of  my  district 
are  of  the  "  one-idea"  school.  Many  of  them  are 
known  only  to  myself.  Eacli  one  of  them  I  know 
for  iTiy  sworn  enemy,  politically.  They  have  been, 
are,  and  will  continue  to  be,  active,  energetic,  and 
ubiquitous. 

In  this  state  of  circumstances,  the  Democrats  of 
the  South  will  see  the  propriety  of  living  "  by 
faith,"  and  not  "  by  sight."  Things  are  not  al- 
ways as  they  appear.  In  the  middle  and  western 
Democratic  States,  public  opinion  is,  in  the  main, 
sound  on  the  subject  I  am  speaking  of.  State  legis- 
lation, offensive  to  the  rigiits  and  feelings  of  the 
slaveholder,  instead  of  being  an  index  of  public 
opinion,  is  generally  the  result  of  the  activity,  en- 
ergy, and  ubiquity  of  the  men  of  "  one  idea,"  and 
of  the  apathy  and  inattention  of  others.  At  all 
events,  1  respectfully  suggest  to  southern  men  the 
propriety  of  not  permitting  the  presentation  of  a 
few  petitions,  the  offering  of  a  resolution,  or  the 
speech  of  a  man  they  call  "fanatic,"  to  throw 
them  into  fits. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  doubt  not  it  will  be  said  that  I 
have  made  a  very  imprudent  speech.  I  answer, 
that  when  I  took  up  my  pen  to  write  this  speech, 
I  took  leave  of  prudence.  It  is  "  a  rascally  virtue," 
as  ordinarily  exercised  and  exerted.  I  have  called 
to  my  aid  a  higher  virtue.  I  have  written  and 
spoken  under  the  inspiration  of  truth. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  next  obtained  the  floor.  He 
said,  that  whatever  remarks  he  might  make  on 
this  occasion,  it  was  no  part  of  his  intention  to 
reply  to  what  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  who 
had  just  taken  his  seat.  Before  he  commenced 
any  regular  series  of  remarks,  he  wished  to  take 
occasion  to  say  further,  that  he  had  supposed  that, 
aftera  ten  years' service  in  this  Hall;  after  so  many 
times  expressing  the  sentiments  which  he  had  so 
long  held,  and  which  he  thought  were  so  well  un- 
derstood by  the  members  of  this  House,  he  could 
not  have  been  made  to  believe  that  gentlemen, 
either  from  the  North  or  the  South,  could  have  so 
misapprehended  his  sentiments  until  he  had  heard 
such  impressions  avowed  by  them.  He  wished 
the  attention  of  the  House  and  the  country  while 
he  declared  that  no  man  in  this  Hall  or  elsewhere 
could  lay  his  hand  upon  a  remark,  resolution,  or 
speech  of  his,  in  which  he  had  ever  claimed  the 
privilege  of  interfering  with  slavery  in  the  States 
of  this  Union.  For  two  days,  something  like  a 
dozen  gentlemen  from  the  South  had  imputed  to 
him  intentions  to  interfere  with  their  institutions. 
Now,  if  any  gentleman  in  this  Hall  could  lay  his 
hand  upon  a  resolution,  speech,  declaration,  or 
effort  of  his  to  interfere  with  the  institution  of 
slavery  in  the  States,  let  him  stand  up  in  this 
House  in  the  presence  of  the  nation  and  avow  it. 
He  would  yield  to  the  gentleman.  [He  here 
pau.sed  for  a  moment,  and,  no  gentleman  rising, 
he  proceeded.]  Was  there  any  one  here  (he  asked) 
who  would  take  upon  himself  the  responsibility 
of  declaring  that  such  an  intimation  had  ever  fallen 
from  his  (Mr.  G.'s)  lips.'  If  none,  where  were 
the  gentlemen  who  for  days  had  been  imputing  to 
him  such  motives.'  Where  did  they  stand  before 
the  people  of  this  country?  It  was  a  duty  which 
he  owed  to  himself,  to  the  people  whom  he  repre- 
sented, again  to  disavow  all  such  feelings,  inten- 
tions, purposes,  motives,  or  designs.  He  was 
once  ex[)clled  from  this  Hall,  or  rather,  censured 
here,  for  declaring  this  very  identical  doctrine, 
that  Congress  had  not  the  power  to  interfere  with 
that  institution.  He  now  took  occasion  to  say, 
that  the  people  of  the  slave  States  of  this  Union 
held  that  institution  supreme,  uncontrolled  under 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  beyond  the 
power  of  this  Government  to  itUerferc  with  it  for 
any  purpose,  or  to  any  extent,  with  one  exception, 
and  that  was,  their  power  of  legislation  in  regard  to 
fugitive  slaves.  Tlie  people  of  the  free  States  had 
the  indisputable  right  to  remain  free  from  its  con- 
tamination, unstained  with  ils  guilt,  excm])t  en- 
tirely from  its  support,  and  disconnected  with  all  its 
turpitude.  He  said  that  they  had  no  claim  on  the 
people  of  the  free  States  to  extend  that  institution 
or  to  associate  with  new  slaveholding  States;  that 


they  had  no  right  to  ask  the  free  people  of  the 
North  to  associate  themselves  with  slaveholders 
in  Mexico,  who,  owning  one  hundred  slaves, 
would  wield  an  influence  on  this  floor  equal  to 
sixty  freemen.  Therefore,  it  was  one  of  his  car- 
dinal principles,  and  one  of  those  whom  he  repre- 
sented, not  to  associate  with  any  new  slaveholding 
States  or  slaveholding  territory.  These  were  their 
sentiments:  Keep  your  slavery  where  it  is,  and 
manage  it  according  to  your  own  judgment  and 
discretion.  With  it  we  never  had  constitution- 
ally, and  never  will  have,  anything  to  do. 

Mr.  MEADE  (the  floor  being  yielded)  desired 
to  ask  the  gentleman  what  was  his  object  in  so  fre- 
quently introducing  the  subject  into  this  Hall,  if  it 
were  not  to  operate  on  southern  institutions.' 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  he  had  invited  gentlemen, 
if  they  had  ever  heard  a  word  from  him  afiirming 
the  power  of  Congress  to  interfere  with  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  States,  to  say  so.  Did  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia  pretend  ever  to  have  heard 
from  his  lips  such  a  proposition.'  No;  no  gentle- 
man had  ever  heard  it;  no  gentleman  could  be 
found  to  rise  and  declare  that  he  had. 

Mr.  MEADE  (in  his  seat)  called  upon  the  gen- 
tleman to  answer  his  question. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  replied  he  would  do  it;  but  he 
did  not  like  to  have  the  gentleman  consume  his 
time  by  putting  questions  wholly  irrelevant  to  the 
subjects  he  was  discussing. 

The  gentleman  asked  him  what  were  his  mo- 
tives in  discussing  this  subject.'  To  wash  his 
hands,  and  those  of  the  people  of  the  North,  from 
the  stain  of  supporting  this  institution  in  this  Dis- 
trict. Did  the  gentleman  suppose  that,  because  he 
would  not  interfere  with  the  slavery  of  the  South, 
he  was  to  stand  here  with  his  lips  hermetically 
sealed  from  expressing  his  sentiments  upon  the 
outrages  and  wrongs  perpetrated  in  upholding  this 
institution  in  this  District.'  No;  he  would  unseal 
them,  he  would  give  expression  to  his  deep  ab- 
horrence. Would  gentlemen  say  that  he  was  not 
to  speak  upon  slavery  here  because  they  had  slaves 
at  the  South .'  Take  care  of  your  own  slaves,  (said 
he;)  we  will  look  to  those  under  our  protection. 

He  was  remarking  that  he  stood  here  as  a  legis- 
lator under  the  Constitution.  His  duties  were 
plain,  so  plain  that  the  wayfaring  man,  though  a 
fool,  could  not  mistake  them.  They  were  to  let 
the  slavery  of  the  southern  States  alone.  It  had 
ever  been  the  duly  of  the  National  Legislature  to 
let  it  be;  and  when  they  established  it  in  this  Dis- 
trict, they  violated  their  duty  to  God  and  to  their 
fellow-men;  they  had  violated  the  duties  which 
they  owed  to  themselves,  their  constituents,  and 
the  human  race.  Now,  repeal  those  laws  which 
involved  them  in  the  turpitude  of  maintaining  this 
institution,  and  then  they  would  have  done  with 
it;  and  he,  for  one,  would  never  mention  it  here 
or  elsewhere  as  a  member  of  this  body.  This  re- 
sult they  intended  to  bring  about;  and  he  took 
occasion  to  say  to  gentlemen,  You  shall  not  bring 
us  to  share  with  you  in  the  guilt  and  the  turpitude 
of  this  traffic  in  human  flesh  now  carried  on  here 
under  our  protection.  It  was  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  W-ee  States  that  they  would  not  remain 
thus  contaminated  with  the  guiltof  that  institution; 
and  he  said  to  gentlemen  that  they  would  have 
this;  they  would  not  vote  for  their  Presidents  or 
any  other  oflicers  who  undertook  to  hold  them 
partakers  in  that  guilt  and  iniquity.  Tlie  separa- 
tion of  this  Government  from  all  interference  with 
slavery  was  the  motto  which  they  had  placed  on 
their  banner.  It  was/r£e(/o»t;  the  rights  of  man, 
uncontaminated  with  this  foul  blot  on  the  Ameri- 
can escutcheon. 

It  was  no  part  of  his  intention  to  reply  to  the  as- 
saults made  upon  him  a  few  days  since,  when  this 
matter  was  under  consideration.  He  had  to  do 
with  more  impoitant  matters  than  defending  him- 
self These  personal  reflections  were  unbecoming 
the  solemn  occasion  on  which  they  were  now  dis- 
cussing the  rights  of  humanity.  He  had  taken 
occasion,  for  the  hundredth  time,  to  deflne  his  posi- 
tion; and  when  gentlemen  imputed  to  him  senti- 
ments which  they  knew  he  did  not  entertain,  he 
told  them  to  beware  lest  their  misrepresentations 
should  be  exposed.  Gentlemen  of  the  South  had 
introduced  the  discussion  of  this  subject  here.  It 
wns  a  question  which  was  discussed  in  all  our  legis- 
lative bodies  throughout  the  United  States;  which 
was  discussed  in  our  political  conventions,  by  our 
newspaper  press,  and  by  our  literar)^  periodicals; 
in   our   school  districts  and  township  meetings; 


in  prayers  and  the  sacred  pulpit;  by  the  fireside 
and  by  the  wayside;  and  he  said  to.  gentlemen, 
it  was  too  laie  in  the  day  to  attempt  to  suppress 
the  discussion  of  this  question.  It  would  be  dis- 
cussed. Yet  he  must  say  he  had  not  been  desir- 
ous, nor  in  any  way  instrumental  in  introducing 
this  subject  into  discussion  at  this  time.  He  deem- 
ed it  inappropriate.  The  resolution  of  his  friend 
from  Massachusetts  did  not  allude  to  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery  in  any  way,  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly. This  resolution  proposed  an  investigation 
to  ascertain  a  simple  matter  of  fact.  In  its  pream- 
ble it  recited  that  reports  had  reached  the  ears  of 
members  of  this  body  that  a  lawless  mob  had 
existed  in  this  city  for  two  nights  previous  to  the 
introduction  of  the  resolution,  setting  at  defiance 
the  constituted  authorities  and  the  laws  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  proposition  was,  to  inquire 
whether  such  was  the  fact.  It  also  stated  that  cer- 
tain members  of  this  body  had  been  menaced  by 
this  lawless  mob,  and  it  proposed  an  inquiry  into 
this  fact.  As  gentlemen  had  imputed  to  him  (Mr. 
G.)  that  he  was  the  individual  menaced,  it  was 
proper  for  him  to  say  that  he  had  had  no  hand 
in  inti'oducing  the  resolution;  the  gentleman  had 
done  it  on  the  motion  of  his  own  will  and  not  his, 
(Mr.  G.'s.)  Gentlemen  had  represented  him  as  not 
only  introducing  this  resolution,  but  as  insisting  on 
the  protection  of  this  body.  They  had  represent- 
ed the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  as  asking 
the  protection  of  this  House.  There  was  nothing 
in  this  resolution  regarding  protection.  It  only- 
proposed  to  ascertain  the  fact  whether  members  of 
Congress  had  been  menaced  by  a  lawless  mob  in 
the  city  of  Washington.  It  was  to  let  the  people 
of  the  States  throughout  this  Union  know  whether 
their  Representatives,  sent  here  for  the  discharge 
of  their  public  duties,  while  confining  themselves 
to  this  district,  had  been  menaced  by  lawless  vio- 
lence. Did  any  man  suppose  that  he  (Mr.  G.) 
asked  the  protection  of  this  body.'  If  he  ever  had 
occasion  under  heaven  to  ask  protection  from  any 
human  being,  it  w&s  from  this  body,  not  of  it.  If 
he  had  ever  seen  a  lawless  mob,  it  was  on  Tuesday 
last  at  the  jail  and  in  this  House.  He  had  heard 
members  here,  while  the  galleries  were  filled,  and 
while  many  composing  the  mob  were  said  to  be  in 
them,  declare  themselves  ready  to  justify  the  mob 
to  the  fullest  extent.  He  had  no  disposition  to 
look  for  protection  to  a  body  from  which  he  had 
received  as  many  indignities  as  he  had  from  mem- 
bers of  Congress.'  Was  he,  at  this  late  day,  to 
come  here  to  ask  for  protection  .'  No.  It  was  no 
part  of  his  object.  No,  said  he,  let  the  House 
protect  its  own  honor;  protect  their  own  dignity; 
and  he  would  take  care  of  the  protection  of  his 
person  in  his  own  way. 

He  therefore  said  that  this  inquiry  was  plain  and 
simple  in  itself  Its  object  was  to  carry  informa- 
tion to  the  people  of  this  Union.  To  inform  them 
of  the  feeling  that  existed  in  this  slaveholding  com- 
munity. To  expose  the  spirit  of  violence  and 
anarchy  which  was  exhibited  here  against  those 
who  dared  to  speak  the  sentiments  which  they 
entertained  in  fiivor  of  liberty,  and  the  rights  of 
humanity. 

He  wanted  his  constituents,  the  people  of  his 
State,  and  the  free  States,  to  understand  what  vio- 
lence and  lawless  mobs  arose  from  the  slavehold- 
ing and  slavedealing  influence  in  this  District.  This 
was  what  he  wished  them  to  understand.  He 
cared  not  whether  the  House  passed  this  resolution 
or  not.  It  was  well  known  to  the  members  of  this 
House,  that  for  forty-eight  houis  prior  to  the  in- 
troduction of  this  resolution,  a  lawless  mob  did 
control  this  city;  that  men  (if  report  was  true,  and 
there  was  no  reason  to  doubt  it)  in  oflice,  clerks 
in  the  employment  of  the  United  States,  attended 
and  led  on  that  mob;  that  men  in  official  stations 
were  there  stimulating  that  mob  to  violence;  that 
the  mob  consisted  the  first  night  of  hundreds,  and 
the  next  night  of  thousands;  and  duiing  this  time, 
here,  where  the  arms,  munitions,  and  the  whole 
power  of  protection,  was  committed  to  the  Execu- 
tive officers  of  the  Goveniment,  not  a  movement 
was  made  to  suppress  it,  so  far  as  they  were  con- 
cerned. The  object  of  this  mob  unquestionably 
was  to  prostrate  one  of  the  presses  of  this  city. 
There  was  no  doubt  about  that.  And  not  only 
this,  but  who  were  those  who  led  it  on.'  Not  the 
respectable  citizens  of  the  city  of  WashingtoTi;  so 
far  as  he  knew  their  deportment,  they  were  to  be 
excepted  from  any  charge  of  participating  in  the 
disgrace.     They  were  your  slavcdealers  from  Bal- 
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timore,  Alexandria,  Richmond,  and  the  surround- 
ino-  country;  it  was  the  slavedealers  and  slave- 
breedeis;  the  men  who  raise  mankind  for  market, 
•whose  living  and  support  was  by  raising  and  sell- 
ing their  fellow-men.  It  was  that  class  of  characters 
\vi\o  came  into  this  city  to  threaten  its  government 
and  community,  disturb  its  peace,  and  overthrow 
the  press,  to  which  he  had  alluded.  These  men, 
associating  together  in  this  way,  were  the  leaders 
and  exciters  of  this  mob. 

Now,  another  thing  known  to  every  man  here, 
and  one  which  had  been  referred  to  this  morning, 
was,  that  the  mob,  when  it  assembled  on  the  first 
night,  did  avow  the  intention  of  prostrating  that 
press  and  that  office,  and,  with  this  publicly  avow- 
ed purpose,  adjourned  until  the  next  night,  for  the 
purpose  of  brniging  in  more  of  these  despicable 
characters  from  abroad,  to  enable  them  to  effect 
their  object.  This  was  all  known  by  report,  and 
was  proposed  to  be  inquired  into. 

So  far  as  report  charged  that  a  member  or  mem- 
bers of  this  House  had  been  menaced,  was  also  to 
be  inquired  into.  He  cared  nothing  about  it.  He 
would  state,  as  his  name  had  been  connected  with 
it,  that,  on  Tuesday  of  last  week,  being  a  member 
of  this  body,  and  feeling  some  little  interest  in  the 
way  their  laws  over  the  District  were  to  be  carried 
into  execution,  he  liad  visited  one  of  the  public  in- 
stitutions of  our  country,  a  prison  in  this  city, 
erected  by  this  Government,  and  where,  if  his  per- 
son was  protected  in  this  building,  it  was  there,  as 
much  as  it  was  in  the  Treasury  Department,  or 
any  other  of  the  departments  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment. He  had  gone  there  under  the  conscious- 
ness of  protection,  as  much  as  if  he  had  been  in 
front  of  the  Speaker's  desk,  because  it  was  a  pub- 
lic building,  erected  by  the  funds  of  his  own  con- 
stituents, as  well  as  of  the  people  of  all  the  free 
States,  together  with  those  of  the  slave  States.  He 
had  gone  there  for  the  purpose  declared  here  on  a 
former  occasion.  He  had  then  said  all  he  wished 
to  on  this  point.  There  were  your  slavedealers 
and  slavebreeders  gathered  together  in  the  entrance 
of  the  jail,  to  menace  and  threaten  him.  Did  he 
ask  protection  from  this  House.'  No;  when  he 
felt  in  danger,  he  would  let  them  know  it.  But 
what  he  held  in  unutterable  contempt  was,  that  a 
member  of- this  body,  in  visiting  one  of  the  public 
institutions  erected  by  this  Government,  should  be 
threatened  by  a  miserable  mass  of  moral  putridity, 
called  slaveholders  and  slavebreeders.  Had  it 
come  to  this,  that  the  members  of  this  House  could 
not  go  in  and  out  of  the  public  institutions  in  this 
District  without  meeting  that  class  of  men  and 
being  threatened  by  them? 

He  knew  not  who  the.se  men  were,  but  from 
reports  which  he  had  received  from  various  quar- 
ters, he  understood  they  were  that  class  of  men. 
Now,  the  lesolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Palfrey]  proposed  an  inquiry  into 
those  facts. 

But  again:  Who  was  it  that  stimulated  that 
mob?  It  was  members  in  this  Hall.  While  their 
galleries  were  filled  with  slave-dealers — men  who 
drove  whole  families  to  the  market,  and  bartered 
men,  women,  and  children,  for  gold — honorable 
members  stood  up  here  in  this  House  and  declared 
that  they  justified  the  mob  to  ihe  fullest  extent. 
And  did  he  (JMr.  G.)  ask  for  protection  from  such 
men?  Such  a  declaration  had  been  made,  and 
repeated,  and  reiterated  here.  This  was  not  the 
^lace  to  which  he  should  go  for  protection.  Yes, 
members  of  this  House  of  R,epresentatives  stood 
in  their  places  and  proclaimed,  not  only  to  this 
country,  but  to  the  whole  civilized  world,  that  in 
their  capacity  of  legislators  they  stood  by  and  sus- 
tained those  wretches  in  their  lawless  violence. 
And  it  was  with  humility  and  deep  abasement  that 
lie  acknowledged  that  these  declarations  came 
principally  from  members  of  the  political  party  to 
which   he  himself  belonged.     He  al.so  felt  com- 

f)elled  to  acknowledge,  that  while  this  was  going  on 
icre,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  whose 
party  he  (Mr.  G.)  did  not  belong,  was  said  to  have 
Leen  making  efforts  to  put  down  the  mob.  It  was 
due  to  the  President  that  he  should  state  this  fact. 
The  people  should  Icriow  it.  No  man  there  would 
accuse  him  of  being  a  friend  to  the  President;  but 
he  honored  him  nevertheless  for  his  efforts  to  sup- 
press these  riotous  proceedings,  and  for  his  exer- 
tions to  stop  those  disgraceful  outrages  whiph 
were  about  to  disgrace  the  whole  Union.  He  took 
pleasure  in  vindicating  the  President  for  that  act. 
When  the  pending  resolution  waa  brought  for- 


ward, it  was  immediately  seized  upon  by  gentle- 
men from  the  South,  and  made  the  subject  of  an 
exciting  discussion.  It  was  gentlemen  from  the 
southern  States  who  did  this,  and  it  was  those 
gentlemen  who  insisted  upon  going  back  into  an 
inquiry  respecting  all  the  facts  and  circumstances 
which  had  given  rise  to  the  mob.  And  what  were 
the  facts?  Why,  that  from  seventy  to  eighty 
men,  women,  and  children — persons  who  had  as 
good  a  natural  right  to  liberty  as  any  gentleman 
here,  who  were  entitled  to  the  rights  which  their 
Creator  had  given  them — feeling  the  galling  chains 
of  slavery  chafing  and  festering  in  their  flesh, 
themselves  bov/ed  down  in  bondage,  and  shut  out 
from  the  social  and  intellectual  enjoyments  of  life, 
sought  the  blessings  of  liberty;  and  it  was  said 
that  they  were  assisted  by  three  or  four  white  men 
from  the  free  States.  But  in  the  attempt  to  escape 
from  the  custody  of  those  who  held  them  in  bond- 
age, they  were  arrested,  and  placed  in  a  prison 
erected  with  the  money  of  this  nation;  and  this 
was  done  under  the  authority  of  the  laws  of  this 
District,  enacted  by  Congress,  and  sustained  by 
members  on  this  floor.  In  that  prison  they  were 
kept  two  or  three  days,  and  on  Friday  last,  this 
very  man  Slatter,  of  Baltimore,  who  had  headed  the 
mob  at  the  prison  on  Tuesday,  purchased  some 
forty  or  fifty  of  those  fathers,  brothers,  and  sons, 
mothers,  daughters,  and  sisters,  and  marched  them 
to  the  depot,  where  their  friends  had  collected  to 
take  their  final  leave  ere  they  proceeded  to  the 
South  to  drag  out  a  miserable  existence  in  the  rice 
fields  and  cotton  plantations  of  that  region.  There 
a  scene  was  presented  which  he  thought  not  even  a 
slaveholder  could  have  looked  upon  without  some 
sympathy  for  those  victims  of  slaveholding  cupid- 
ity. Sighs,  and  groans,  and  tears,  and  unutterable 
anguish,  characterized  a  transaction  which  would 
have  disgraced  the  slave-market  of  Constantinople. 
It  was  a  scene  which  could  not  have  failed  to  excite 
every  sympathy  of  our  nature  for  suffering  hu- 
manity. And  by  whose  authority  were  they  thus 
sold,  and  doomed  to  hopeless  suffering  at  the  hands 
of  worse  than  Mahometan  masters  ?  Here,  if  he 
could,  he  would  make  an  appeal  to  this  House;  he 
would  appeal  even  to  the  gentleman  who  had  just 
addressed  the  House;  and  he  would  ask  that  gen- 
tleman if  he  could  lay  his  hand  on  his  heart,  and 
in  the  presence  of  his  God,  declare  that  he  had 
dealt  out  to  those  people  who  were  his  fellow-men 
that  justice  which  he  had  expected  at  the  hands  of 
his  fellow-man?  Had  he  shown  them  that  mercy 
which  he  hoped  to  receive  from  his  God?  He 
would  ask  that  gentleman  if  he  could  thus  con- 
scientiously lend  his  voice  and  his  oflicial  influence 
to  the  dealers  in  human  flesh  ?  Would  he  lend  his 
vote  to  encourage  these  hucksters  in  our  com- 
mon humanity?  It  was  a  humiliating  reflection 
that  our  laws  caused  these  men,  and  women,  and 
children,  and  tender  babes,  to  be  thus  sold  and  sent 
to  the  ceaseless  toil  and  cruel  tortures  of  our  slave- 
consuming  States,  there  to  wear  out  a  life  of 
wretchedness  and  misery. 

If  the  gentleman  who  had  just  addressed  the 
House  could  approve  and  sanction  such  cruelty, 
and  torture,  and  barbarous  murder,  he  (Mr.  G.) 
could  not  do  it.  He  would  not  do  it.  It  was  un- 
becoming a  Christian  nation.  It  was  a  disgrace  to 
the  age  in  which  we  live.  What  a  spectacle  do 
we  present  to  the  civilized  world  !  Yesterday,  the 
members  of  this  House  gathered  together,  with  the 
citizens  of  this  District,  to  rejoice,  and  shout,  and 
sing,  in  honor  of  France  for  freeing  herself  from 
her  bonds  of  oppression,  and  driving  her  King 
from  her  shores,  thereby  relieving  herself  from 
oppression, and  giving  liberty  to  her  slaves.  While 
we  were  thus  before  the  world,  expressing  our 
sympathy  with  France,  we  were  here  in  this  Dis- 
trict maintaining  a  slave  market  more  shocking  to 
the  feelings  of  humanity  than  any  to  be  found  with- 
in the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Sultan. 

It  had  been  urged  by  gentlemen  on  this  floor 
that  he,  and  others  who  acted  with  him,  had  en- 
gaged in  this  House  in  discussions  of  the  subject 
of  slavery  within  the  States.  With  one  exception, 
that  accusation  was  not  true.  Some  four  years 
ago,  he  admitted,  he  had  been  induced  to  go  into 
that  subject,  by  the  remarks  of  a  distinguished 
southern  gentleman,  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Cabinet,  [Mr.  Calhoun,]  who,  in  his  official  cor- 
respondence, had  argued  that  slavery  was  a  Chris- 
tian and  humane  institution.  On. that,  and  on  no 
other  occasion,  had  he  permitted  himself  to  be 
drawn  into  a  discussion  of  the  effects  of  slavery  in 


the  States.  He  thought  he  would  not  again  be 
dragged  into  it;  but  he  would  discuss  the  subject 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  and  in  the 
Territories  of  these  United  States,  at  all  times, 
when  southern  men  forced  it  upon  him. 

He  would  now  direct  his  attention  to  the  re- 
marks of  some  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him, 
and  would  briefly  notice  some  of  the  doctrines 
which  had  been  advanced  in  the  course  of  this 
discussion.  The  gentleman  to  whom  he  v/ished 
first  to  direct  his  attention  not  being  in  his  seat,  he 
would  turn  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [IN/Ir. 
Haskell,]  to  an  extract  from  whose  speech  he 
would  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  That  gen- 
tleman, in  the  course  of  his  remarks  on  Wednes- 
day last,  was  reported  to  have  said: 

"Now,  a  strange  state  of  tilings  was  presented  here. 
Members  of  this  body,  as  he  believed  and  lelt  ready  to 
charge,  had  been  engaged,  by  tlie  course  of  conduct  ihey 
pursued  on  tliis  floor  and  out  of  this  Hall,  in  the  deliberate 
attempt  to  scatter  the  seeds  of  insurrection  and  insubordina- 
tion, if  not  rebellion,  among  the  slaves  of  this  District.  Men 
on  this  floor,  under  the  garb  of  philanthropy  and  love  of  hu- 
man liberty,  had  been  endeavoring  to  perpetrate  felonies  for 
which  they  ouglit  to  swing  as  high  as  Haman.  He  spoke 
the  plain  truth.  He  was  willing  to  have  his  words  meas- 
ured, and  he  held  himself  responsible  for  the  language  he 
used.  An  attempt  bad  been  made  on  this  floor  to  abolish 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia  in  the  form  of  law,  if 
they  could,  and  in  violation  of  the  Constitution  ;  and,  baf- 
fled and  foiled  in  that,  these  mock-philanthropists  were  now, 
as  he  believed  before  God,  attempting  to  abolish  slavery  in 
this  District  by  inciting  the  negroes  to  leave  their  masters. 

"The  Speaker,  here  interposed,  and  reminded  the  gen- 
tleman that  the  question  before  the  House  vvas  upon  the 
appeal. 

"  Mr.  Haskell  (continuing)  charged  that  the  conduct  of 
these  men,  their  language  on  this  floor  and  out  of  this  House, 
had  been  such  as  to  produce  this  state  of  tliinES— a  disposi- 
tion to  insurrection  and  rebellion  among  the  slaves  of  this 
District.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  resolution  which  he  intend- 
ed to  move,  and  which  he  should  move,  by  way  of  amend- 
ment, wlien  this  House  entertained  the  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  having  for  its  object  an  in- 
quiry into  the  conduct  of  these  members,  and  if  they  were 
found  guilty,  their  expulsion  from  this  body,  as  unworthy  to 
hold  seats  on  this  floor." 

Mr.  G.  said,  before  he  proceeded  to  comment  on 
this  extract,  he  would  correct  an  error  into  which 
a  gentleman  opposite  [Mr.  Stanton]  had  fallen. 
That  gentleman  said  that  he  (Mr.  G.)  denied  all 
connection  with  the  transaction  in  reference  to 
these  slaves.  The  remarks  which  he  had  made 
were,  that  he  knew,  nor  had  heard,  nothing  of  the 
persons  engaged  in  carrying  these  slaves  away. 
He  had  not  denied  having  enticed  away  the  slaves 
himself.  He  had  said  nothing  on  that  subject. 
When  such  a  charge  should  come  from  a  respect- 
able source,  he  would  consider  the  pi-opriety  of 
answering  it.  He  did  not  feel  called  on  at  this 
time  to  admit  or  deny  it. 

He  would  now  return  to  the  g:entleman  whose 
remarks  had  announced  his  intention  to  expel  him 
(Mr.  G.)  from  this  House;  and  he  would  say  to 
that  gentleman  that  it  was  rather  too  late  to  attempt 
to  seal  his  lips  and  the  lips  of  northern  members  to 
prevent  the  discussion  of  constitutional  questions 
in  this  House.  He  gave  notice  to  that  gentleman, 
and  to  all  others,  that,  as  he  had  the  right  to  do  it, 
he  should  say  what  he  thought.  He  intended  to 
call  things  by  their  right  names,  and ,  so  far  as  able, 
would  make  himself  understood  by  this  House; 
and,  when  this  Hall  again  ceased  to  be  a  place  of 
free  discussion,  his  constituents  would  be  repre- 
sented by  some  other  gentleman,  or  they  would 
cease  to  be  represented  here.  The  slave  power 
had  once  reigned  triumphant  here.  Not  so  at  this 
time;  we  had  regained  the  freedom  of  debate,  and 
it  would  never  again  be  surrendered.  Gentlemen, 
in  making  such  threats,  appeared  to  forget  that  they 
were  not  now  on  their  plantations,  exercising  their 
petty  tyranny  over  .slaves,  who,  in  their  degi-adation, 
crouched  and  trembled  at  their  master's  bidding. 
Or  did  those  gentlemen  suppose  that  they  could 
bring  the  practices  of  their  plantations  into  these 
Halls?  Those  gentlemen  should  know  that  this 
was  not  the  place  for  that  kind  of  demeanor.  This 
was  no  place  for  the  display  of  supercilious  dicta- 
tion. It  belonged  not  to  the  dignity  of  legislation. 
The  American  Congress  was  no  place  for  the  mani- 
festation of  those  traits  which  characterize  the 
overseer  of  the  South.  It  would  not  be  tolerated 
amongst  men  who  knew  their  rights  and  possessed 
the  spirit  to  maintain  them.  Such  language  ought 
never  to  be  used  amongst  men  who  felt  the  dignity 
of  their  office.  Was  he  to  stand  there  and  not  to 
speak  what  he  thought?  Why,  such  an  idea  was 
unworthy  of  a  deliberative  body  in  this  land  of  free- 
dom, and  was  more  becoming  of  the  tyrannies  of 
Europe  or  of  Turkey.    He  would  tell  those  gentle- 
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men,  when  he  ceased  to  have  the  right  to  speak 
freely  in  tliis  House,  lie  would  take  his  departure 
from  it.  His  constituents  sent  him  here  to  represent 
them,  to  express  their  wishes,  and  he  should  do  it 
freely,  without  restraint,  or  not  at  all,  notwith- 
standing the  spasmodic  eloquence  of  the  gentleman 
who  wished  to  have  him  expelled  for  exercising 
the  right  to  express  his  thoughts.  Yes,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Haskell]  wished  to 
have  him  expelled  for  words  spoken  on  this  floor! 
Did  not  that  gentleman  know  that  such  an  attempt 
had  once  before  been  made  .'  And  had  he  not  seen 
the  consequence  ?  Was  he  now  to  be  told  that  he 
must  ask  southern  gentlemen  for  permission  to 
speak,  and  were  they  to  be  the  judges  of  what  he 
should  say,  and  when  he  should  say  it?  Never, 
so  long  as  his  fellow-men  were  held  in  bondage  in 
this  District  would  he  submit  to  any  restraint  on 
the  freedom  of  debate.  Nor  so  long  as  he  con- 
tinued to  hold  a  seat  here  would  he  relax  an  iota 
of  truth  to  please  the  slave  power.  He  would  not 
disguise  the  truth  even  if  its  utterance  should  be 
the  means  of  striking  off  the  shackles  of  every 
slave  in  the  Union.  He  had  no  fears  of  its  affect- 
ing slave  property  here.  He  would  not  hesitate 
from  this  forum  to  tell  the  truth  to  all  who  heard 
him,  even  if  slaves  were  listening  to  him.  If  he 
had  the  power  he  would  give  to  every  slave  a  per- 
fect knowledge  of  all  his  God-given  rights.  He 
would  open  their  minds  to  understand  the  oppres- 
sion that  weighed  down  their  intellects  and  shut 
out  knowledge  and  truth  from  their  comprehen- 
sion. He  would  give  them  a  knowledge  of  the 
outrage  upon  humanity  which  holds  them  as  chat- 
tels, and  subjects  them  to  sale  like  brutes  in  the 
market.  He  would  inform  them  that  they  came 
into  the  world  froi\i  the  hands  of  the  same  Creator 
as  those  who  lord  it  over  them;  that  they  were 
brethren,  created  by  the  same  hand,  endowed  with 
the  same  rights,  and  candidates  for  the  same  im- 
mortality. 

Mr.  GAYLE  asked  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  if 
the  utterance  of  these  sentiments  was  not  in  the 
hearing  of  the  slaves. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  said  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama could  answer  that  question  as  well  as  him- 
self. But  this  he  would  say  to  that  gentleman, 
that  if  the  utterance  of  such  truths  would  release 
them  from  bondage,  God  knows  it  should  be  done. 
Let  gentlemen  teach  their  bondmen  to  tremble,  but 
let  them  not  come  here  to  threaten  freemen.  Gen- 
tlemen might  hold  their  grasp  on  their  fellow-men 
and  deprive  them  of  the  rights  conferred  by  the 
God  who  created  them,  and  make  their  lacerated 
flesh  quiver  with  the  lash,  but  they  need  not  come 
liere  and  tell  him  that  he  should  only  speak  by 
their  permission. 

Mr.  GAYLE  inquired  if  the  gentleman  alluded 
to  him  when  he  spoke  of  the  flesh  being  made  to 
quiver  by  the  lash.  He  never  used  the  lash  on  his 
slaves,  who  would  not,  however,  accompany  him 
here,  because  they  were  afraid  that  the  abolitionists 
would  skin  them. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  replied  that  the  gentleman's 
statement  showed  to  what  degree  of  degradation 
slavery  can  reduce  the  immortal  mind.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama,  it  appeared,  had  succeeded 
to  that  extent,  and  he  came  here  to  boast  of  it.  He 
had  carried  his  oppression  so  far  as  to  blot  from 
the  intellect  of  his  fellow-man  his  natural  and  in- 
stinctive love  of  freedom.  He  has  taught  his  slaves 
to  hug  their  chains,  to  shudder  at  the  thought  of 
being  free:  and  now  stands  up  here,  before  the 
American  peo|)le,  and  boasts  of  the  success  of  his 
experiment.  His  whole  statement  was  in  keeping 
with  the  institution  of  slavery.  It  degraded  the 
immortal  mind,  and  reduced  man  to  the  level  of 
.brutes.  lie  asked  that  gentleman  if  he  taught  his 
slaves  to  read  the  Word  of  God  ?  or  was  it  not  an 
offence  under  their  laws  to  leach  slaves  to  read  that 
sacred  book?  Was  not  such  an  oflfence  puni.sh- 
able  by  incarceration  in  the  penitentiary  ?  They 
had  only  to  go  a  few  rods  across  that  river  (the 
Potomac)  and  they  would  expose  themselves  to 
the  penalties  of  such  a  law  if  ihcy  should  attempt 
to  teach  slaves  to  read  the  Scriptures.  Yes  to  in- 
struct slaves  in  the  way  of  salvation,  by  enabling 
them  to  read  the  Word  of  God,  was  deemed  a  crime 
in  this  Christian  land:  this  land  of  bil>les,  and  min- 
isters, and  Sabbaths,  and  of  slaves. 

But  to  return  lo  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  IIaskell,]  who  had  ex- 
pressed himself  so  strongly  in  regard  to  his  exercise 
of  the  freedom  of  speech.     The  gentleman  tliought 


that  he  (Mr.  G.)  should  hang  as  high  as  Haman 
for  thus  daring  to  speak  his  sentiments.  That,  he 
supposed  to  be  slaveholding  punishment  for  speak- 
ing truth.     But  he  could  spend  no  more  time  upon 

j  the  gentleman's  proposition. 

I      Another  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 

!  Venable]  had  spoken   to  the  same  effect  on  this 

I  subject.  That  gentleman  seemed  to  intimate  that 
he  (Mr.  G.)  had  treated  the  institution  of  slavery 
with  great  want  of  respect  in  saying,  that  if  a 
slave  defended  himself  on  Ohio  soil,  even  to  killing 
his  master,  they  would  not  hang  him  to  please  all 
the  slaveholders  in  Christendom.  That  gentle- 
man, if  he  was  not  misinformed,  belonged  to,  and 
was  a  member  of,  a  church  founded  by  that  good 
man,  John  Wesley.  He  believed  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  was  a  Methodist,  and  yet  the 
respected  founder  of  that  church  had  denounced 
slavery  as  "  the  sum  of  ail  villanies." 

Mr.  VENABLE  said  the  gentleman  was  mis- 
taken; he  was  a  "Presbyterian." 

Mr.  GIDDINGS.  The  gentleman  was  a  Pres- 
byterian, and  yet  he  held  slavery  to  be  a  blessing! 
Would  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  sit 
down  with  his  slave  and  brother-in-Christ  at  the 
sacramental  board,  commemorative  of  the  Lord's 
supper  and  sacrificial  death?  Would  he  partake 
of  the  bread  and  wine  in  remembrance  of  the  cru- 
cified Saviour  one  day  with  his  slave  and  brother, 
and  on  the  next  sell  him  who  thus  bears  the  image 
of  God  for  paltry  pelf,  and  still  say  he  was  a 
Presbyterian?  He  (Mr.  G.)  denied  it;  the  gentle- 
man could  be  no  Presbyterian.  No  man  could  be 
a  Presbyterian  who  sold  God's  image,  and  trans- 
formed the  immortal  mind  into  a  state  of  degrada- 
tion, and  shutout  the  Scriptures  of  eternal  life  from 
his  brother.  It  was  impossible.  He  could  scarce- 
ly realize  that  he  lived  in  the  nineteenth  century, 
or  in  a  Christian  land.  He  could  scarcely  realize 
that  he  lived  in  an  age  when  the  principles  of  our 
holy  religion  were  perverted  for  the  purpose  of 
degrading  our  fellow-man,  and  shutting  out  from 
him  the  hope  of  eternal  life. 

Mr.  VENABLE  begged  to  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  as  he  had  alluded  to  the  subject  of  re- 
ligion, that  he  was  no  Methodist,  though  he  highly 
respected  that  sect.  He  was  a  Presbyterian;  but 
he  should  not  enter  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
into  a  religious  discussion.  He  wished  not  either 
to  hear  anything  of  the  gentleman's  history,  nor 
should  he  stay  to  dilate  upon  his  own;  but  he  would 
refer  the  gentleman  to  the  Epistle  of  Paul  to  Phile- 
mon, from  which  that  gentleman  would  learn  that 
Paul  did  not  tell  servants  to  run  away  from  their 
masters,  but  to  return  back  to  them.  When  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  could  bring  evidence  to 
show  that  he  was  better,  wiser,  and  holier  than 
Paul,  he  would  listen  to  his  counsels,  and  not  till 
then. 

Mr. GIDDINGS  said  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  was  rather  too  much  excited  for  a  Pres- 
byterian. But  it  was  not  enough  that  professors 
in  this  Hall  should  pervert  our  holy  religion  to  the 
purpose  of  justifying  the  crimes  of  slavery,  but 
the  Scriptures  of  Truth  were  to  be  prostituted  lo 
the  maintenance  of  that  institution.  Had  it  come 
to  this,  that  a  member  of  this  House  and  of  a 
Christian  church,  could  here  stand  up  and  justify 
what  such  a  man  as  John  Wesley  hud  called,  not 
murder,  nor  theft,  nor  adultery,  but  "  the  sin  of  all 
ri/ZaHies"  compounded?  The  substance  of  all  their 
crimes  are  brought  into  the  significant  expression 
of  slaveholding.  He  trusted  that  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  who  was  disposed  to  hang  him, 
nor  the  gentleman  who  had  felt  hurt  at  his  lormcr 
remarks,  would  take  ofl'ence  at  what  he  was  say- 
ing. If  they  did,  he  would  inform  them  that  they 
could  probably  find  room  in  the  rotundo  until  he 
should  close  what  he  had  to  say. 

It  had  been  said  in  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol, 
by  a  gentleman  of  high  distinction,  that  the  average 
life  of  slaves  on  the  sugar  plantations  was  but  five 
years,  and  on  the  cotton  plantations  only  seven 
years.  Thus  whole  generations  are  murdered  in 
those  regions  every  seven  and  five  years.  Gentle- 
men would  remember  that  he  spoke  from  high  au- 
thority, upon  slaveholding  data.  And  these  mur- 
ders were  attempted  to  be  justified  by  Scri|nure; 

and  because  he  had  denounced  the  system  and  the 
practice,  he  was  deserving  to  be,  not  only  mobbed 
but  hanged,  according  to  the  opinion  of  gentlemen 
in  this  Hall.  Indeed,  it  was  attempted  to  involve 
St.  Paul  in  these  crimes,  by  saying  that  lie  justi- 
fied slavery  while  writing  under  Divine  inspiration. 


If  such  was  the  fact,  he  would  abjure  his  religion 
and  turn  Turk. 

He  would  pass  over  much  which  he  had  intend- 
ed to  say  on  some  other  topics,  as  his  time  was 
nearly  exhausted.  If  he  should  write  out  his  re- 
marks, he  might  notice  them.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bayly]  had  complained  of  his 
(Mr.  G.'s)  want  of  respect  for  the  institution  of 
slavery.  That  gentleman  had  in  his  characteristic 
manner  assailed  his  (Mr.  G.'s)  motives.  Now, 
he  would  not  stay  to  reply  to  that  gentleman's  cen- 
sure, nor  to  his  attempt  to  make  them  believe  that 
slavery  was  a  moral  and  justifiable  institution. 
He  would  prefer  to  read  a  few  passages  from  an 
author  of  that  gentleman's  own  Slate.  In  Jeffer- 
son's Notes  he  found  the  following  : 

"There  nnist  doubtless  be  an  unhappy  influence  on  the 
manners  of  our  people  produced  by  the  existence  of  slavery 
among  us.  The  whole  coninierce  between  master  and  slave 
is  a  perpetual  cxercije  of  the  most  boisterous  passions,  the 
most  unremitting  despotism  on  the  one  part,  and  degrading 
submission  on  the  other.  Our  children  see  this,  and  learn 
to  imitate  it ;  for  man  is  an  imitative  animal.  This  quality 
is  tlie  germ  of  all  education  in  him.  From  his  cradle  to  his 
grave  he  is  learning  to  do  what  he  sees  others  do.  If  a  pa- 
rent could  find  no  motive  either  in  his  philanthropy  or  hia 
self  love  for  restraining  the  intempprance  of  passion  towards 
his  slave,  it  should  always  be  a  sufficient  one  tliat  his  child 
is  present.  But  generally  it  is  not  sufficient.  Tlie  parent 
storms,  the  child  looks  on,  catches  the  lineaments  of  wrath, 
puts  on  the  same  airs  in  the  circle  of  smaller  slaves,  gives  a 
loose  to  the  worst  of  passions,  and,  thus  nur.-cd,  educated, 
and  daily  exercised  in  tyranny,  cannot  but  be  stamped  by  it 
with  odious  peculiarities.  The  man  must  be  a  prodigy  who 
can  retain  his  manners  and  morals  undepraved  by  such  cir- 
cumstances." 

This  was  from  the  apostle  of  Democracy,  a  native 
ofthe  Old  Dominion,  whose  emphatic  assertion  was, 
"  that  man  must  be  a  prodigy  who  can  retain  his 
manners  and  morals  undepraved"  by  slavery.  He 
would  commend  these  words  to  the  consideration 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Bayly.] 
He  would  appeal  to  those  present  when  that  gen- 
tleman delivered  his  speech  on  Friday  last,  if  this 
description  of  the  gentleman's  manner  was  not 
true  to  the  life?  Were  not  his  empty  vaporings, 
his  unbounded  vanity,  a  perfect  fulfillment  of  this 
prophecy? 

That  member,  in  his  official  station,  had  at- 
tempted to  argue  the  House  into  the  belief  that 
slavery  was  a  blessing.  He  would  refer  again  to 
Mr.  Jefferson's  opinion,  as  recorded  by  himself. 
That  statesman,  in  his  Notes  on  Virginia,  says: 

"And  with  what  execration  should  the  statesman  be  load- 
ed who,  permitting  one-half  the  citizens  thus  to  trample  on 
the  rights  of  the  other,  transforms  those  into  despots  and 
these  into  enemies, destroys  the  morals  ofthe  one  part, and 
the  amor  patria:  of  the  other.  For,  if  a  slave  can  have  a 
country  in  this  world,  it  must  be  any  other  in  preference  to 
that  in  which  he  is  born  to  live  and  labor  for  another;  in 
which  he  must  lock  up  the  faculties  of  his  nature,  contrib- 
ute, as  far  as  depends  on  his  individual  endeavors,  to  the 
evanishment  of  the  human  race,  or  entail  his  own  misera- 
ble condition  on  the  endless  generations  proceeding  from 
liim.  With  the  morals  of  the  people,  their  industry  is  also 
destroyed  ;  for  in  a  warm  climate  no  man  will  labor  for  iiim- 
self  who  can  make  another  labor  for  him." 

This  was  the  effect  of  slavery  as  portrayed  in 
every  portion  of  the  slaveholding  country.  But 
as  he  had  but  a  moment  left,  he  would  refer  to  that 
portion  of  the  gentleman's  speech  in  which  he  had 
declared  that  the  abolitionists  looked  to  insurrec- 
tion among  the  slaves.  And,  he  would  ask,  who 
did  not  look  to  that  result?  Could  any  reflecting 
man  shut  his  eyes  to  that  inevitable  consequence 
of  slavery  ?  Did  not  Mr.  Jefl'erson  look  to  such  a 
finale  of  that  system  of  oppression  which  no^v 
cripples  the  energies  and  impoverishes  the  people 
of  the  whole  South?  Mr.  JeflTerson,  speaking  in 
the  most  emphatic rlanguage,  says: 

"And  can  the  liberties  of  a  nation  be  thought  secure  when 
wc  have  rcMnovcd  their  ordy  firm  basis — a  conviction  in  the 
minds  ofthe  people  that  these  1  iberties  are  ofthe  gift  of  God  ; 
that  they  are  not  to  be  violated  btit  with  his  wrath .'  Indeed, 
I  tremble  for  my  country,  when  I  reflect  that  God  is  just; 
that  his  justice  cannot  sleep  forever;  that,  considering  num- 
bers, nature,  and  natural  means  only,  a  revolution  of  the 
wheel  of  fortune,  an  exchange  of  situation,  is  among  pos- 
sible events;  that  it  may  become  probable  by  siipernaiural 
interference !  The  Almighty  has  im  attribute  which  can 
take  side  with  us  in  such  a  contest." 

No,  the  Almighty  had  no  attribute  that  would 
permit  him  to  take  sides  with  oppression,  outrage, 
and  crime.  When  the  day  of  retribution  should 
arrive,  a  holy  and  just  God  could  take  no  part 
with  slaveholders. 

Mr.  G.  was  here  cut  off  by  the  expiration  of 
his  hour. 

'  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  rose  and  said  he 
did  not  intend  to  discuss  the  resolution  before  the 
House,  nor  the  amendment  which  had  been  intro- 
duced   by  his   friend  from  North   Carolina;   nor 
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would  he  enter  upon  the  discussion  in  relation  to 
slavery,  for  that  was  emphatically  wandering  from 
the  issue.  He  did  not  believe  there  was  a  soli- 
tary member  of  this  Congress  who  thought  there 
had  been  any  breach  of  privilege  growing  outof  this 
far-famed  mob.  Why,  then,  keep  up  this  discus- 
sion ?  Was  tliere  any  member  there  who  believed 
that  any  member  of  Congress  had  been  engaged  in 
purloining  slaves  from  their  masters?  If  not,  why 
should  they  continue  the  discussion  of  this  second 
point?  And  if  they  came  back  to  the  real  issue 
before  them,  they  had  nothing  to  justify  a  pro- 
longed debate,  for  there  was  no  proposition  to 
which  there  could  be  two  parties.  They  all  ad- 
mitted the  facts  to  be  as  the  gentlenran  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  Palfrey]  had  stated  them.  No 
living  man  could  point  to  a  solitary  member  of  this 
House  who  was  believed  to  be  guilty  of  the  act  of 
purloining  slaves,  and,  therefore,  there  was  no  dif- 
ference of  opinion  among  them.  But,  nevertheless, 
gentlemen  had  chosen  to  go  into  a  eeneral  discus- 
sion on  irrelevant  topics.  He  had  the  honor  to 
represent  a  slaveholding  constituency,  and  at  a 
proper  time  and  on  a  legitimate  question  he  should 
endeavor  to  present  his  views  and  the  views  of  his 
constituents  on  that  subject;  but  believing  that  this 
whole  discussion  was  out  of  order;  believing  it  to 
have  been  got  up  for  a  bad  purpose;  believing  it 
to  have  grown  out  of  bad  feelings;  and  believing 
that  the  excitement  here  ought  to  be  allowed  to 
pass  away,  as  it  had  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
and  that  the  debate  on  this  subject  ought  not  to  be 
sent  to  the  country  to  a  greater  extent  than  it  had 
already  gone  out,  he  moved  to  lay  the  whole  sub- 
ject on  the  table,  and  he  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  thereon. 

After  a  few  words  of  conversation,  in  which 
several  gentlemen  took  part,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered:  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Ashmun,  Barringer,  Barrow, 
Bayly,  Beale,  Bcdinger,  Birdsall,  Bocock,  Bous,  Boydon, 
Bowlin,  Boyd,  Brady,  Biodliead,  Win.  G.  Brown,  Charles 
Brown,  Allien  G.  Brown,  Buckner,  Butler,  Cabell,  Caiiby, 
Catlicart,  Chapman,  Franklin  Clark,  Clinginan,  H.  Cobb, 
Williamson  R.  VV.  Cobb,  Cocke,  Criffield,  Croaier,  Cum- 
mins, Daniel,  Dickinson,  Donnell,  Edwards,  Alex.  Evans, 
Featberston,  Ficklin,  Flournoy,  Freedley,  French,  Fries, 
Fulton,  Gaines,  Gayle,  Gentry,  Gregory,  Hale,  W.  P.  Hall, 
J.  G.  Hampton,  Harris,  Henley,  Hill,  Hilliard,  G.  S.  Houston, 
John  W.  Houston,  Hubbard,  Inge,  C.  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph 
R.  Ingersoll,  Irviii,  Iverson,  Jameson,  Andrew  Johnson,  R. 
W.  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kaufman, 
Kennon,D.  P.  King,  Lahm,  La  Sere,  Leffler,  Levin,  Ligon, 
Lincoln,  Lumpkin,  Maclay, McClelland,  McClernand,  Mc- 
Kay, McLane,  Job  Mann,  Meade,  Miller,  Morehead,  Morris, 
Murphy,  Nelson,  Nes,  Outlaw,  Peaslee,  Petrie,  Petlit,  Pey- 
ton, Phelps,  Pillsbury,  Preston,  Richardson,  Robinson,  Rock- 
hill,  Julius  Rockwell,  Roman,  St.  John,  Sawyer,  Shepperd, 
Sims,  Smart,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Talhnadge, 
Taylor,  Thibodeau.v,  Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson,  Richard  W. 
Thompson,  John  B.  Tliompson,  R.  A.  Thompson,  William 
Thomiison,  Tompkins,  Toombs,  Turner,  Van  Dyke,  Ven- 
able,  Warren,  Wick,  Wiley,  and  Woodward— I3J. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Belcher, Collanier,Collins,  Con- 
ger, Cranston,  Crowell,  Dickey,  Duer,  Daniel  Duncan,  Dunn, 
Nathan  Evarts,  Farrelly,  Fisher,  Gott,Grinnell,M.  Hampton, 
Henry,  E.  B.  Holmes,  Hunt,  William  T.  Lawrence,  Sidney 
Lawrence,  Mcllvaine,  Hcyace  Mann,  Marsli,  Marvin,  Mul- 
lin,  Newall,  Pall'rey,  Peek,  Reynolds,  J.  A.  Rockwell,  Root, 
Rumsey,  Sherrill,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Strohm,  Thurston, 
Tijck,  Wentvvorth,  White,  and  Wilson— 42. 

So  the  whole  subject  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CLINGMAftT  expressed  his  desire  that  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  on  the  printing  of 
General  Scott's  correspondence,  &,c.,  be  postponed 
till  to-morrow,  to  allow  time  to  see  whether  all  the 
correspondence  had  come  in  from  the  <lepartment; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

soldiers'  bounty  LANDS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Ashmun,  of  Massachu- 
setts, in  tlie  chair,)  and  proceeded  to  consider  the 
several  bills  amendatory  of  the  "  act  to  raise,  for  a 
limited  time,  an  additional  military  force,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  approved  February  11,  1847, 
viz:  bills  numbered  55,  156,  2i)7,  and  372. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  observed  that 
there  had  been  four  several  bills  reported  to  the 
House  on  this  subject :  one  fi-om  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  one  from  the  Military  Commit- 
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tee,  one  from  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
Evans,]  and  one  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. Mr,  J.  had  gone  carefully  through  an  ex- 
amination of  all  these  bills,  and  he  found  that  they 
went  extensively  into  detail,  embracing  a  variety 
of  provisions  not  directly  connected' with  what  he 
understood  and  believed  to  be  the  object,  and  the 
only  object,  of  the  House  in  this  matter,  wliich 
was,  to  extend  to  our  volunteers  who  served  in  the 
present  war  that  benefit  of  which  they  had  been 
deprived  owing  to  the  construction  put  upon  the 
original  act  by  the  officer  of  the  Pension  Office, 
viz  :  that  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  piivates,  who  might  have  received  promotion 
for  good  behavior  and  meritorious  services  should 
continue  to  be  entitled  to  their  land  bounty  just  as 
they  had  been  while  serving  in  the  ranks.  JBeliev- 
ing  this  to  be  the  object  generally  desired  on  all 
sides  of  the  House,  and  witli  a  view  to  simplicity 
of  legislation,  Mr.  J.  had  prepared  a  substitute, 
which  was  confined  to  this  one  object  alone.  It 
proposed  to  give  these  volunteers  just  what  it  was 
supposed  had  been  secured  to  them  in  the  original 
bill,  and  nothing  more.  Mr.  J.  had  subinitted  the 
bill  he  had  prepared  to  a  number  of  gentlemen  of 
the  House,  and  they  all  fully  approved  of  it.  There 
was  no  division  of  opinion,  he  believed,  in  the 
House  as  to  the  propi-iety  of  providing  some  relief 
for  these  meritorious  men;  the  only  question  was 
as  to  the  extent  of  that  relief.  He  had  placed 
them,  in  the  proposed  substitute,  precisely  on  t^e 
ground  of  other  private  soldiers  who  had  remained 
in  the  i-anks;  it  gave  them  neither  more  nor  less. 
He  had,  however,  embraced  the  restriction  origi- 
nally contained  in  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson,]  and 
confined  the  effect  of  the  relief  to  those  only 
who  had  been  promoted  after  reaching  the  seat  of 
war;  and  he  had  done  so  because  he  considered 
that  provision  as  just  and  right.  He  excluded 
those  who  might  have  been  promoted  before  they 
had  served  as  non-commissioned  officers  or  pri- 
vates, or  had  served  but  a  few  days.  He  was  in 
favor  of  giving  bounty  land  to  such  only  as  went 
out  in  good  faith  and  were  elevated,  after  getting 
on  the  ground,  for  their  meritorious  behavior. 

He  did  not  include  officers  in  this  substitute, 
because  they  received  a  different  sort  of  reward 
for  their  services — the  high  reward  of  military 
distinction.  This  was  what  officers  of  the  army 
in  all  countries  desired  and  prized  above  every- 
thing else  in  the  world.  It  was  a  reward  far  above 
money;  and  let  them  get  their  pay  in  what  they 
most  esteemed.  But  as  to  privates,  wherever  they 
had  gone  forth,  bona  fide,  with  the  purpose  of  serv- 
ing out  their  time  according  to  contract,  and  before 
that  term  had  expired  had  been  promoted  and 
commissioned,  let  them  not,  on  that  account,  lose 
the  land  they  would  otherwise  have  received . 

Such  was  the  character  of  the  substitute  he  had 
drawn  up,  and  which  he  now  offered  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  cominittee.  He  did  not  think  it  could 
be  liable  to  a  single  objection.  At  all  events,  it  had 
the  merit  of  extreme  simplicity. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  objected  to  the  sub- 
stitute being  now  received,  as  the  original  bill  had 
not  been  read.  This  must  be  done  before  anything 
as  a  substitute  for  it  could  be  in  order. 

Here  thei-e  was  some  question  as  to  which  of  the 
four  bills  came  first  in  order.  The  bill  No.  55, 
from  the  Military  Committee,  was  read,  as  enti- 
tled to  precedence. 

Mr.  EVANS  insisted  that  the  bill  No.  297, 
which  he  had  introduced,  should  be  read  as  first  in 
order. 

After  some  desultory  conversation  as  to  the  order 
of  the  bills,  the  bill  No.  297  was  taken  up  and 
read,  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted,  Sfc,  That  every  non-commissioned  officer, 
private,  or  musician,  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  who 
has  been,  or  who  may  herealter,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  present  war  with  Me.vico,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  com- 
inisiioned  oilieer,  and  who,  if  such  promotion  had  not  taken 
place,  would  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  entitled  to  re- 
ceive from  the  War  Department  a  certificate  or  warrant  for 
public  land,  or  treasury  scrip  in  lieu  thereof,  under  the  ninth 
section  of  the  act  of  which  this  is  an  amendment,  shall,  not- 
withstanding such  promotion,  he  entitled  to  receive  said 
warrant  or  certificate,  or  trttaanry  scrip  Iti  li«u  thereof,  in 


the  same  manner  as  if  such  promotion  had  not  taken  place  : 
Providnd,  That  all  the  requisites  of  the  ninth  section  of  the 
act  approved  February  11th,  1847,  shall  have  been  faithfully 
complied  with:  ./}nd  provided  furtlier,  That  the  provisions  of 
the  said  ninth  section  shall  be 'as  applicable  to  land  warrants 
or  certificates  issued  under  this  act  as  to  those  that  might  he 
issued  in  virtue  of  said  ninth  section." 

To  which  an  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson was  pending,  viz: 

"  Provided  farther,  That  they  shall  have  been  elected  or 
promoted  after  reaching  the  seat  of  war." 

Mr:  Johnson's  substitute  was  also  read,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"That  the  benefits  conferred  br  the  ninth  section  of  thB 
act  entitled  '  An  act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional 
military  force,  and  for  otiier  purposes,'  approved  February 
lltli,  1847,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended  and  se- 
cured to  all  non-commissioned  ofUcers,  musicians,  and  pri- 
vates, who,  during  the  war  with  Mexico,  may  have  been,  or 
may  hereafter  b;:,  promoted  to  any  company  or  staff'  office 
after  their  arrival  at  the  seat  of  war." 

And  the  question  first  coming  up  on  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson's amendment,  it  was  agreed  to;  when — 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  said  he  had 
prepared  an  amendment  consisting  of  an  additional 
section  to  the  bill.  If  the  substitute  were  adopted, 
he  would,  he  supposed,  be  precluded  from  offer- 
ing it. 

The  CHAIR  assenting  to  this — 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  would  then  move 
the  section  as  an  amendment  to  the  original  bill, 
so  as  to  perfect  that  before  the  question  should  be 
put  on  the  substitute  of  the  gentleman  from  Ar- 
kansas. 

The  amendment  was  thereupon  read  as  follows: 
"  .^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  benefits  and  rights 
conferred  by  ihe  ninth  section  of  the  above  recited  act  vipon 
the  soldiers  engaged  in  the  present  war  with  Mexico,  be, 
and  the  same  arc  hereby,  so  extended  that  each  non-com- 
missioned officer,  musician,  and  private  of  the  regular  army, 
or  of  any  company  of  volunteers,  rangers,  or  militia,  who 
served  in  the  Indian  war  in  the  Northwest  Territory,  prior 
to  the  treaty  of  Greenville  in  1794,  or  who  served  during  tlte 
late  war  with  Great  Britain,  fortwelve  months  or  more,  and 
was  honorably  discharged,  and  who  has  not  received  a  boun- 
ty of  l:ind  by  virtue  of  any  law  heretofore  passed,  shall  be 
entitled  to  and  receive  a  warrant  for  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land ;  and  such  non-commissioned  officer,  musi- 
cian, and  private,  of  any  CQinpany  of  volunteers  or  militia, 
who  actually  served  for  six  months  in  the  said  Indian  war, 
or  in  tlie  said  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  was  honorably 
discharged,  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  a  warrant  for 
eighty  acres  of  land ;  the  bounties  of  land  herein  granted 
shall  he  subject  to  the  same  rules  of  descent,  and  be  located 
in  the  same  manner  and  with  the  same  restrictions  as  are 
now  provided  in  the  said  above  recited  act." 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  said  he  had 
offered  his  amendment  with  a  view  of  doing  an  act 
of  justice  to  a  class  of  individuals  who  have  long 
had  claims  upon  the  Government,  and  thus  far 
have  been  neglected. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  last  Congress,  the  bill 
to  which  this  proposition  is  an  amendment  became 
a  law.  Ip  that  enactment,  bounties  in  land  were 
allowed  to  the  soldiers  engaged  in  the  Mexican 
war,  both  regulars  and  volunteers.  This  law  had 
met,  in  his  estimation,  the  sanction  and  approba- 
tion of  the  country.  It  passed  both  Houses  of 
Congress  with  almost  entire  unanimity;  and  he  did 
not  believe  there  was  opposition  to  the  measure  in 
any  direction.  The  amendment  just  offered  ex- 
tends the  same  bounties  to  the  same  class  of  indi- 
viduals who  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  country 
in  the  last  war.  It  proposes  to  keep  within  the 
precedent  which  has  been  established,  and  which 
nas  been  approved  by  the  country  :  to  those  sol- 
diers (regulars,  volunteers,  and  militia)  who  served 
for  twelve  months  or  ir.ore,  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  are  allowed;  to  those  who  served  for 
six  months  and  less  than  twelve  months,  eighty 
acres  of  land.  There  the  ainendment  stops;  and  he 
hoped  those  who  wished  in  good  faith  to  have  the 
amendment  adopted,  would  resist  changes  which 
will  be  attempted  to  load  down  the  bill. 

Mr.  Chaii-man,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  there  is  a  feeling, 
strong,  deep,  and  almost  universal  in  this  country, 
that  the  compensation  allowed  by  our  laws  for  the 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  of  our  army 
is  wholly  inadequate.  In  the  last  Congre.^^s,  when 
the  bill  declaring  war  against  Mexico  and  autho- 
rizing the  President  to  receive  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States  fifty  thousand  volunteers,  was 
under  consideration,  an  amendment  was  oflered  to 
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that  bill  10  increase  the  pay  of  the  volunteers  to 
ten  dollars  per  month.  He  voted  a>;ainst  this  in- 
crease, not  because  he  was  opposed  to  a  general 
increase,  but  because  he  was  compelled  to  vote  on 
the  proposition  without  any  means  of  amendment; 
and  he  thought,  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  volun- 
teer, and  not  that  of  the  regular  soldier,  was  un- 
equal, unjust,  and,  if  you  plea^,  undemocratic. 
He  ihoui^ht  he  voted  right  then,  and  would  vote 
in  the  same  way  again.  At  the  succeeding  session, 
the  idea  of  increasing  ttic  pay  of  the  volunteers 
alone  was  abandoned  on  all  sides  of  this  Hall,  and 
he  then  voted  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  whole 
army  in  accordance  with  the  principles  he  had  al- 
ways advocated.  The  Senate,  however,  disagreed 
to  the  increase,  and  the  compromise  between  the 
two  Houses  resulted  in  the  bounties  provided  in 
the  ninth  section  of  the  law  which  is  proposed  to 
be  amended.  Though  this  line  of  conduct  was  so 
clearly  right  and  proper  on  liis  part,  yet  there  were 
not  wanting  those  who  endeavored  to  place  him  in 
a  false  altitude  before  the  country,  and  excite  pre- 
judice in  the  public  mind,  when  none  dared  to  avow 
their  disapproval  of  his  principles.  This  agitation 
had  led  him  into  an  examination  of  the  past  histo- 
ry of  the  legislation  of  the  country  on  this  subject. 
At  no  time  has  any  complaint  been  made  as  to  tiie 
compensation  of  the  officers.  On  all  hands  it  is 
considered  most  ample;  and  in  consideration  of  the 
pay  of  the  private,  the  inequality  has  been  most 
striking,  and  not  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  and 
genius  of  our  institutions.  Heretofore  both  the 
profit  and  the  honor  have  been  iheins.  And,  although 
our  army  had  been  better  paid  and  better  fed  and 
clothed  than  any  army  of  the  world,  yet  their  pay 
had  been  insufficient  and  inadequate.  In  the  year 
1785,  before  the  adoption  of  our  [)iescnt  Constitu- 
tion, a  law  was  iiassed  allowing  the  piivates  in  the 
ranks  of  the  regular  army  four  dollars  per  month. 
September  29, 1789,  the  militia  and  volunteers  were 
allowed  the  same  compensation.  By  the  law  of 
April  30, 1790,  this  allowance  suft'ered  a  reduction, 
and  was  brought  down  to  the  petty  amount  of  three 
dollars;  and  even  from  this,  ninety  cents  were  de- 
ducted for  his  clothing,  and  ten  cents  more  for 
medical  stores:  so  that  his  actual  pay  was  but  two 
dollars  a  month.  March  3,  ]  790,  the  rnilitiaand  vol- 
unteers were  put  upon  the  same  footing.  In  119fi,a. 
slight  change  was  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  non- 
commissioned officers.  January  2, 1795,  the  pay  of 
the  militia  and  volunteers,  wliileengaged  in  iheser- 
vice  of  the  United  States,  was  increased  to  '^6  66. 
March  3,  1795,  the  pay  of  the  regular  army  was  in- 
creased to  'jj4  per  month,  with  a  bounty  of  *il6on  en- 
listment. July  16, 1798,  the  pay  of  the  regular  army 
was  increased  to  §5  per  month,  and  allowed  a  boun- 
t}'  of  $12.  This  was  the  pay  of  the  soldiers  in  the 
olden  time — under  the  old  regime.  And  thus  it  con- 
tinued till  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain.  This  war 
was  declared  by  Congress,  June  18,  1812.  But  pre- 
vious to  this  declaration,  laws  for  the  increase  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  raising  volunteers, 
and  calling  out  the  militia,  were  passed,  December 
24,  1811,  .January  11, 1812,  and  February  6,  1812. 
But  six  months  after  the  declaration  of  war,  De- 
cember 12,  1812,  a  law  was  passed  increhsing  tiie 
pay  of  the  regular  army  to  ^8  per  month,  allow- 
ing a  bounty  of  $16  upon  enlistment,  and,  when 
discharged,  three  months'  extra  pay  and  160  acres 
of  land.  February  2,  1813,  the  pay  of  the  regular 
army  was  extended  to  the  militia  and  volunteers, 
excluding  them  from  the  bounty  upon  entering  the 
service,  the  extra  pay,  and  the  160  acfea  of  land 
when  discharged.  Tliis  disparity  continued  during 
the  whole  war — a  discrimination  operating  heavily 
and  unjustly  against  the  volunteers  and  the  militia. 
The  war  being  ended,  and  the  volunteers  disband- 
ed, and  a  return  made  to  a  peace  establishment, 
March  ,'i,  Ifjlo,  the  pay  of  the  regular  army  was 
reduced  to  the  rates  established  by  the  law  of 
1798,  and  the  militia  and  volunteers  to  those  of  the 
law  of  1795.  Marr.h  21,  1«33,  the  pay  of  the  pri- 
vates of  the  regular  army  was  increased  to  ^7  per 
month.  March  19,  ltt36,  some  time  after  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities  with  the  Florida  Indians, 
the  pay  of  the  militia  was  increased,  and  they 
were  put  upon  tlic  same  footin;;  as  ihe  regular 
troops,  except  as  to  clothing.  In  1838,  durin"  the 
existence  of  the  Indian  hostilities,  ilierc  was  some 
singular  legislation;  July  5,  1838,  tiic  pay  of  tiie 
privates  of  the  whole  army  was  incrcuseil  to  <;8 

Cermonth,524  wasallowed  (bra  reenlistnitni,arul  a 
ounty  of  160  acres  of  land  alio  wed;  but  July  7,  lS3tt, 
two  days  afterwards,  the  increase  of  pay  and  bounty 


provision  were  repealed.  Thus  the  pay  stood  when 
the  Mexican  war  began.  In  all  our  legislation  du- 
ring this  period,  we  have  maintained  an  equality 
between  the  regular  soldier  and  the  volunteer,  with 
these  exceptions:  a  small  bounty  has  been  allowed 
the  regular  soldier  on  enlistment;  and  the  volun- 
teer was  allowed  ^3  50  per  month  for  clothing, 
while  the  regular  troops  receive  «i2  50  per  month; 
and  the  volunteer  receives  50  cents  per  twenty 
miles  while  travelling,  and  the  regular  soldiers 
about  15  cents. 

This  equality  in  compensation  had  been  ap- 
proved, in  his  estimation,  by  the  country;  and  the 
statement  made  must  satisfy  every  member  of  this 
committee  that  it  is  our  duty  to  smooth  the  path 
of  the  old  soldier  to  the  grave,  and,  as  far  as  it 
may  be  just  and  in  accordance  with  established 
precedents — though  too  late  to  reach  the  case  of 
many  who  have  fallen  asleep — to  do  now  what 
ought  to  have  been  done  long  ago 

Sir.  VINTON  interposed,  and  asked  what  num- 
ber would  be  entitled  to  land  under  the  amendment 
now  offered. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  continued,  and  said,  he  had 
expected  this  point  would  be  raised  by  those  who 
act  upon  the  principle  that  justice  was  to  be  deter- 
mined by  theamountrequired  to  satisfy  itsdemands. 
He  had  examined  the  public  records,  and  obtained 
all  the  information  that  could  be  gleaned  from  the 
published  documents  and  from  the  departments. 
The  facts,  as  far  as  ascertained,  were  as  follows: 
The  number  of  men  who  served  for  twelve  months, 
was  6,890;  the  number  that  served  for  six  months, 
60,375  men.  By  reference  to  document  No.  20, 
2d  session,  24th  Congress,  all  the  members  of 
the  commit-tee  may  find  a  full  statement.  If  we 
allow  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  to  each 
twelve-months'  man,  the  amount  of  land  that  will 
be  absorbed  is  1,102,400  acres;  80  acres  for  each 
six-months'  man,  will  amount  to  4,830,000.  The 
whole  amount  will  be  5,932,400  acres.  Now,  it 
must  be  remembered,  that  those  soldiers  of  the  last 
war  who  served  for  five  years  or  during  the  war, 
have  already  received  their  bounty.  But  tliere  were 
some  four  thousand  soldiers  of  the  regular  army 
who  did  not  enlist  for  either  of  the  above  terms, 
and  who  would  be  entitled  to  land,  liaving  served 
either  twelve  or  eighteen  months;  and  these  will 
require  640,000  acres  of  land  to  satisfy  their 
claims.  And  the  estimate  may  be  safely  made,  that 
6,500,000  acres  will  be  most  ample  to  meet  every 
claim,  on  the  supposition  that  every  man  appears 
and  claims  the  bounty  which  a  liberal  Congress 
bestows  upon  him;  and  this  is,  in  itself,  most  im- 
probable. The  following  is  the  number  from  each 
State: 

Table  of  six-montlis'  men  and  twelve-months'  men  of  the  last 
u-ar. 


New  Hatnpaliire 

:^la^si^<:hu^■elts 

Rhode  Islaii J 

(,'oiiiiecticut 

Veririoiit 

New  York 

Pennsylvania 

Delaware..., 

Maryland 

Virginia 

Norlli  Carolina 

Soulh  Carolina. 

Georgia 

Kentucky 

Tenues.aee 

Ohio 

liOiiisiana 

Mississippi 

Illinois,    Indiana,    and    Missouri. 
(rani;ers) I 


6-months' 
men. 


225 

8-J9* 

331 

5-1* 

<l76t 

.'i,99a 

3,43-2 

170 

49 

12,94.5 

1,697 

973 

3,007 

8,936 

1 1 .7l:<9 

■:.Oii 

013 

1,929 


13-mo'ths' 
men.; 


]  ,068 
.213 


188 
6^8 
174 
730 

2,870 


Total. 


60,375  a  \       6,890  b 


*  Volunteers. 


f  Militia. 

«  Eighty  acres  allowed  each  soldier  will  amoui^t  to . .  4,830,000 
i  Unarter  section  or  160  acres  allowed  each,  will 
amount  Id IjlOS.'lOU 


'J'olal,  acres 5,932,400 

Now,  in  a  review  of  the  legislation  of  Congress 
on  this  subject  of  bounty  land,  it  will  be  found  that 
a  reservation  of  six  millions  of  acres  of  the  public 
domain  had,  been  set  ajxut  for  the  purpose  of  satis- 
fying the  warrants  issued  in  favor  of  the  soldiers 
of  the  last  war.  Tiie  reservation  was  located  in 
the  States  of  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas. 
But  as  this  whols  subjccl  of  bounty  land  is  now 


under  consideration,  the  following  review  of  the 
amount  of  land  lieretofore  allowed  by  Congress 
will  prove  acceptable — prepared,  he  thought,  with 
accuracy: 

Aggregate  of  bounty  lands  granted  by  the  General  Govrm- 
nient  to  the  commisitioned  officers  of  the  Continental  lines, 
and  to  the  officers  of  the  hospital  and  medical  department 
or  ihe  army  of  the  Revolution 822,870 

In  the  following  proportions,  viz  :  A  major  general, 
1,100;  brigadier  general,  850;  colonel,  500  acres; 
lieutenant  colonel,  450;  major,  400 ;  captain,  300-, 
lieutenant,  200;  and  ensigiis  and  cornets,  15(1. 

Hospital  Department. 

Director,  same  as  brigadier  general ;  chief  physi- 
cian and  purveyo.-,  same  as  colonel ;  physician 
and  surgeon  and  apothecary,  same  as  lieutenant 
colonel;  regimental  surgeons,  same  as  major; 
surgeons'  mates,  same  as  captain. 

Aggregate  of  bounty  lands  granted  by  the  General 
Government  to  the  noncommissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates  of  tiic  Continental  lines 
of  the  anny  of  the  Revolution — none  being  enti- 
tled but  those  enlisted  for  "  during  the  war,"  and 
served  to  the  end  thereof  in  1783:  12,58S  war- 
rants of  100  acres  each 1,258,680 

Total  number  of  acres  of  bounty  land  granted  to  the 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  piivates  of  ihe  different  Continental  lines 
of  the  army 2,081 ,470 


Lands  granted  to  Messrs.  Lewis  &  Clark,  and  their  com- 
panions, pursuant  fo  act  of  Congress,  .3d  March,  1807:        ' 

Two  warrants,  of  1,600  acres  each,  for  Messrs.  Lewis 
&  Clark 3,2()0 

Thirty-one  warrants,  of  330  acres  each,  for  their  com- 
panions   9,920 

Total  number  of  acres 13,130 

Lands  granted  for  services  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain :  27,516  warrants,  of  160  acres,  issued  to  the  non-eoin- 
missioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates  of  the  regular 
army,  and  to  the  heirsof  such  of  the  Uniled  Stales  twelve- 
months' volunteers  who  died  or  were  killed  whilst  in  ser- 
vice, in  pursuance  of  the  acts  of  Congress  of  Decemlier 
24, 1811,  January  11  and  February  6,  1812 4,402,560 

One  warrant  under  a  special  act 4tO 

One  thousandand  eighty  six  warrants,  of  3i0  acres 
eacb,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  December  10, 

1814,  granting  double  bounties  in  land 347,520 

Total  number  of  acres 4,7.50,560 

Under  the  acts  of  Congress  of  March  5,  1816.  and 
iMarch  3,  1817,  granting  bounties  in  lands  to  the 
officers  and  soldiers  and  to  the  medical  and  other 
staff  of  the  Canadian  volunteers  in  the  late  war, 
and  inchiding  certain  rangers,  there  has  been 
grantfd — 

Thirty-five  warrants  fo  the  Canadian  officers,  (com- 
missioned,) embracing 17,872 

One  hundred  and  twenty-one  warrants,  of  320  acres 
each,  to  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates       38,720 

One  hundred  and  twenty  warrants,  of  160  acres 
each,  to  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates.       19,200 
Total  number  of  acres 4.tri-Jti,3.52 


The  locations  of  the  warrants  srantpd  to  the  Canadian  vol- 
unteers were  confined,  under  the  act  of  1816,  to  the  then 
territory  of  Indiana,  and  imder  the  subsequent  act  of  1817 
"  to  such  lands  as  have  been  offered  at  public  sale  according 
to  law,  and  no  other  ;"  hence  they  did  not  interfere  with  the 
six  millions  of  acres  of  land  originally  appropriated  in  Illi- 
nois, Missouii,  and  Arkansas,  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying 
those  warrants  which  have  issued  pursuant  to  the  acts  of 
December  11,  1811,  Januarv and  February,  1812,  and  Decem- 
ber, 1814. 

Thus  it  will  appear  that  of  the  six  millions  of  acres 
reserved  for  the  purpose  of  satisfying  the  military 
warrants  issued  for  services  in  the  late  war,  nearly 
one  million  two  hundred  thousand  acres  still  re- 
main unlocated.  And  thus,  he  verily  believed,  it 
would  turn  out  in  the  present  instance:  thatthough 
the  calculation  would  lead  us  to  suppose  that  six 
millions  of  acres  would  be  required  to  satisfy  the 
claim,  yet  not  more  than  itiree  millions  of  acres 
would  ever  be  located. 

Having  ascertained  the  extent  of  the  claim,  the 
next  question  arises  as  to  our  means  of  payment. 
At  this  time  he  would  be  reluctant  to  increase  the 
public  debt;  and  though  the  claim  be  just,  yet  as 
those  who  had  gone  before  us  had  neglected  to  pro- 
vide for  it,  it  perhaps  may  not  be  criminal  in  us  to 
pass  it  by.  But  he  had  exainined  into  this  matter 
also;  and  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  at  this  time, 
there  were  more  than  eleven  millions  of  acres  of 
land  .subject  to  entry  at  private  sale.  He  would  be 
glad  if  the  whole  numl)er  of  warrants  which  might 
be  issued  could  be  located  in  that  State;  all  of  them 
would  be  satisfied,  and  still  a  sufficient  amount 
would  be  left  to  answer  all  the  purposes  of  specu- 
lation. His  constituents  would  welcome  the  old 
soldier  or  any  of  his  children  among  them  with  a 
right  hearty  good  will,  and  perform  for  him  all  the 
offices  of  good  neighborhood.  The  Inst  returna 
show,  we  have  nowbelonging  to  the  United  States 
146,693,663  acres  of  land  subject  to  private  entry. 
A  large  proportion  of  this  land  has  been  open  for 
sale  and  entry  for-more  than  twenty  yeaas;  and 
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he  verily  believed,  the  doing  of  this  act  of  justice, 
and  the  location  of  these  warrants,  would  facilitate 
-and  accelerate  the  disposition  of  the  residue.  All 
the  lands  now  surveyed  and  ready  for  market 
amount  to  300,216,978  acres. 

Butgentlemen  have  a  convenient  way  of  meeting; 
all  this,  by  saying  it  is  all  humbug.  Sir,  this  is 
the  resort  always  of  a  politician  who  is  hard  press- 
ed and  defeated  in  argument.  But  it  is  no  such 
thing  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  that  term:  it  is 
founded  in  truth,  justice,  and  equality;  the  reward' 
of  services  freely  rendered ;  or  if  it  be  a  humbug,  it 
js  one  which  the  people  will  adopt  and  advocate — 
a  humbug  which  public  men  will  find  it  most  dif- 
ficult to  resist,  inasmuch  as  it  finda  its  approval 
in  the  strong  good  sense  and  grateful  feeling  of 
the  people.  When  he  voted  against  the  increase 
of  the  pay  of  the  volunteer,  because  of  the  inequal- 
ity which  was  proposed  to  be  made  in  the  com- 
pensation of  the  regular  troops  and  the  volunteers, 
he  found  a  humbug  was  made  out  of  it  by  low, 
cunning,  contriving  men,  because  an  opportunity 
was  afforded  for  misrepresentation;  and  so  prop-. 
er  did  the  people  consider  the  increase,  and  so 
much  was  such  a  movement  in  accordance  with 
their  feelings,  that  they  were  almost  ready  to  take 
it  in  any  shape.  Some  have  supposed  that  the 
course  which  a  sense  of  duty  impelled  him  (Mr.T.) 
to  take  in  regard  to  General  Taylor,  embarrassed 
him  among  his  constituents.  Not  at  all;  this  hum- 
bug exploded  at  the  very  first  fire.  But  more  pa- 
tience and  more  care  were  required  to  satisfy  the 
honest  yeomanry  as  to  the  propriety  of  the  other 
vote.  i3ut  when  any  man  is  right,  honest,  ^nd 
frank,  he  has  nothing  to  fear  from  an  intelligent 
and  patriotic  constituency. 

And  why  should  not  this  bill  be  passed,  and 
these  bounties  extended  to  the  soldiers  of  the  last 
war,  placing  them  on  terms  of  equality  with  the 
soldiers  of  the  Mexican  war.  Is  this  Mexican 
war  more  just,  righteous,  and  important  than  the 
war  of  1812?  Is  the  enemy  now  more  brave,  skill- 
ful, and  difficult  to  overcome  than  the  enemy  then? 
Are  the  results  of  the  war  more  conducive  to 
national  honor  and  national  elevation  and  advance- 
ment? No,  sir.  No  one  contends  for  such  a  prop- 
osition. These  wars  were  alike  necessary.  The 
glory  of  our  arms  has  been  maintained,  and  our 
national  character  elevated  in  both  conflicts.  The 
volunteers  of  this  war  ai'e  placed  on  grounds  of 
equality  in  compensation  and  bounties  with  the 
regular  troops.  Why  not  act  in  the  same  way 
with  the  volunteers  of  the  last  war?  The  difl^er- 
€nce,  if  any,  is  in  this:  the  excitement  of  the  last 
war  is  passed  away,  and  a  debt  so  long  due  and 
unliquidated,  loses  its  force  in  proportion  to  the 
distance  and  time  at  which  it  was  incurred.  He 
would  not  endeavor  to  renew  the  glories  of  the  last 
war;  he  would  not  endeavor  to  recount  the  hard- 
ships, deprivations,  and  sufferings  of  our  army 
during  that  time — the  scanty  ration,  theinsuflicient 
clothing,  amidst  the  severest  chilling  blasts  of  our 
northern  frontier — the  depreciated  paper  with  which 
the  Government  discharged  their  meagre  wages — 
the  dreadful  conflicts  with  a  powerful  foe,  and  the 
awful  carnage  which  ever  attended  them.  These 
were  left  by  him  for  others  to  perform,  who  had 
inclination  and  capacity  for  such  an  undertaking. 
But  while  we  all  feel  proud  for  our  countrymen 
in  their  bearing  in  Mexico,  yet  it  is  right  to  re- 
member the  fullness,  and  excellence,  and  readi- 
ness of  their  rations  ;  a  bountiful  payment  for 
clothing;  a  mild  climate  in  which  to  operate,  though 
in  positions  subject  to  the  inspiration  of  a  delete- 
rious malaria,  which,  in  many  instances,  proved 
fatal.  He  believed  if  the  people  of  the  united 
States  were  allowed  a  direct  vote  on  this  amend- 
ment, there  would  be  little  or  no  opposition. 

Again:  he  had  ever  been  against  a  large  stand- 
ing army;  it  is  the  bane  and  curse  of  every  repub- 
lic. It  is  by  the  army  all  republics  have  fallen. 
And  he  verily  believed,  if  the  standing  army  of 
this  country  was  continued  at  the  number  now  en- 
gaged in  the  public  service,  although  he  had  every 
confidence  in  the  patriotism,  intelligence,  and  hon- 
esty of  our  army,  yet  this  army  would  control  the 
policy  of  this  Government.  For  the  first  scries  of 
years  it  would  be  done  by  influence;  and  when 
that  influence  failed,  as  fail  it  would  in  the  end, 
power,  force,  the  strong  arm,  would  be  brought  in 
to  rule  tlie  turbulent,  and  to  put  down  the  insub- 
ordinate. This  has  been  the  spirit  of  all  armies — 
indeed  of  all  associated  bodies  of  men.  And  man 
continues  the  same  in  all  his  passions,  motives, 


and  objects  of  pursuit  in  all  ages  and  in  all  nations. 
And  he  feared,  at  least,  our  Republic  had  not  re- 
generated man.  Therefore,  he  was  against  large 
standing  regulararmies.  The  defence  and  the  hon- 
or of  the  Republic  ought  to  remain  with  the  citizen- 
soldier.  He  v/as  opposed  to  long  pension  rolls. 
This  is  too  close  an  imitation  of  the  rotten  Govern- 
ments of  Europe,  which  are  now  crumbling  into 
dust.  It  is  intended  for  privileged  orders,  to  main- 
tain distinct  classes  in  society,  who  may  be  depend- 
ants upon  Government,  and  whose  interest  it  will 
be  to  continue  the  existing  order  of  things  which 
feeds  them,  however  oppressive  to  their  fellow- 
citizens.  This  system  is  not  suited  to  a  plain, 
democratic  government.  If  we  owe  these  men 
anything  for  their  services — if  liberality  to  public 
servants  prompts,  and  justice  demands,  this  bounty 
— pay  it,  whatever  is  due.  Let  him  have  it,  and 
then  let  him  take  care  of  himself.  Let  him  no 
longer  look  to  Government  for  help.  If  he  has 
been  disabled  in  your  service,  generosity  bids  you 
to  provide  for  his  necessities,  but  duty  to  all  for- 
bids your  special  guardianship  over  any  American 
citizen  who  is  able  to  take  care  of  himself.  Let 
us  pay  the  citizen-soldier  liberally.  In  the  service 
of  his  country  let  his  patriotism  and  his  interest 
be  both  appealed  to;  and  thus  we  may  bid  defi- 
ance to  the  combined  standing  armies  of  the  world, 
without  a  mercenary  army,  ever  ready  to  obey 
the  behests  of  the  occupant  of  the  Presidential 
chair. 

He  (Mr.  T.)  said  he  saw  gentlemen  all  around 
him  anxious  to  take  the  floor  on  this  proposition. 
He  advised  them  to  move  with  caution;  this  was 
a  new  proposition.  Men  often  get  wrong  by  over- 
hasty  and  inconsiderate  action.  This  question  of 
pay  of  the  volunteers  is  an  old  song.  And  I  doubt 
not  there  are  many  here  to  whom  the  phrase  is 
familiar,  as  having  been  used  by  themselves  on  the 
stump — eight  dollars  a  day  for  a  member  of  Con- 
gress, and  seven  dollars  per  month  for  the  poor 
soldier.  Upon  your  return  home,  after  having  in- 
duced many  good-meaning  men  to  join  in  sending 
you  here,  how  will  you  answer  the  interrogatory  of 
the  old  soldier.  How  is  it  that  the  twelve-months' 
men  of  this  war  receive  bounties  in  land,  and  we  are 
deprived  of  the  same,  when  we  have  performed  the 
same  service  ?  1  thought  you  were  the  friend  of  the 
soldier.  You  obtained  my  vote  by  that  song,  and 
when  the  proposition  is  made  to  give  me  a  home, 
you  forget  all  your  professions.  Sir,  gentlemen 
will  be  without  a  satisfactory  answer  even  to  them- 
selves. This  provision  is  right  and  proper.  And 
although  it  may  take  five  or  six  millions  of  acres  of 
land  to  satisfy  the  claim,  each  of  you  who  intend  to 
oppose  this  measure  had  better  weigh  your  words 
and  examine  your  arguments  well  before  their  de- 
livery. Let  but  the  remembrances  and  glories  of 
Craney  Island,  Aux  Cunards,  Port  Stephenson, 
the  Thames,  Chippewa,  Fort  Erie,  Lundy's  Lane, 
and  New  Orleans,  awake  around  you,  and  you 
will  soon  see  how  consistent  with  justice  and  right 
this  scanty  but  late  bounty  will  appear. 

One  other  consideration.  He  (Mr.  T.)  said  he 
had  despaired  of  the  graduation  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands  by  this  generation  of  legislators.  The 
latsds  in  the  new  States  are  now  vacant.  He  want- 
ed them  occupied  and  cultivated.  He  desired  to 
see  these  lands  pass  into  the  hands  of  individuals, 
so  that  they  might  become  subject  to  taxation.  At 
their  present  rates,  they  would  not  sell,  and  no  set- 
tlement would  be  made,  and  emigration  would  go 
onward,  touching  and  cultivating  only  the  select 
lands,  till  they  were  turned  back  by  the  Pacific. 
If,  in  doing  an  act  of  justice  and  enlightened  pa- 
triotism, we  can  remedy  this  state  of  things,  is  it 
not  most  desirable?  Will  not  every  man  from  a 
new  State  join  me?  Here  is  a  measure  in  which 
we  can  all  unite.  The  old  States  have  the  soldiers; 
the  new  States  have  the  lands.  The  old  States 
want  compensation  for  the  services  of  their  citi- 
zens; the  new  States  will  be  glad  that  these  same 
patriots  were  in  possession  of  some  of  their  vacant 
lands,  and  become  their  neighbors.  He  hoped, 
therefore,  that  the  friends  of  the  proposition  would 
protect  the  measure  from  all  insidious  efforts  to  de- 
feat.it  by  putting  upon  it  ridiculous  amendments, 
with  a  view  of  making  the  measure  itself  unac- 
ceptable to  its  friends.  Let  others  do  as  they  might, 
he  would  discharge  his  duty. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky,  obtained  the 
floor,  on  whose  motion  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  progress,  and  then 
The  House  adjourned. 


PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  mejnorials  and  petitions  w^re  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  TURNER:  The  petition  of  L.  P.  Sanger,  praying 
compensation  for  carrying  tho  mails  from  the  13th  February^ 
1847,  until  June,  in  tlie  same  year,  over  routes  abandonea 
by  O.  IJinton  &  Co.  Also,  tlie  petition  of  Thomas  Harrison 
aiid  many  otiiers,  praying  for  a  mail  route  from  Mount  Car- 
roll, in  the  Staleof  Illinois,  to  Pleasant  Valley  and  Hovvards- 
ville,  in  the  same  Suite.  Also,  the  petition  of  F.  G.  Petrie 
and  a  great  many  others,  praying  for  a  mail  route  from  Syca- 
more, in  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  South  Grove,  Lindenwood, 
White  Rock,  Daysville,  Oregon,  Mount  Morris,  Chambers's 
Grove,  Clicrry  Grove,  Mount  Carroll,  and  Savannah,  in  the 
State  of  Illinois. 

By  Mr.  ABBOTT:  The  petition  of  Henry  Little  and  Ja- 
cob FkIcI),  of  Newbury,  Massachusetts,  praying  for  indem- 
nity for  damages  sustained  by  the  erection  of  a  breakwater 
connecting  with  Woodbridge's  Island,  in  Merrimac  river. 

By  Mr.  CHAPMAN  ;  The  memorial  of  Benedict  J.  Heard, 
praying  tliat  his  claim  for  the  destruction  of  liis  houses  may 
be  paid. 

By  Mr.  TUCK  :  The  petition  of  W.  IT.  Y.  Haokett  and  97 
other  citizens  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hafnpshire,  praying  that 
Congress  will  purchase  Mount  Vernon,  agreeably  to  a  prop- 
osition of  John  A.  Washington,  Esq.,  to  the  Hon.  George 
M.  Dallas.  Also,  the  petition  of  N.  P.  Haskell  and  70  other 
citizens  of  Weston  and  vicinity,  Maine,  praying  that  Con- 
gress will  appoint  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  existence, 
extent,  and  legality  of  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

By  Mr.  JAMESON:  The  petition  of  David  Jones  for  a 
pension.  Also,  the  petition  of  divers  citizens  of  Ralls 
county,  Missouri,  praying  for  authority  to  locate  certain 
school  lands  on  other  vacant  sections.  Also,  the  petition  of 
several  citizens  of  the  counties  of  St.  Louis,  St.  Charles, 
and  Warren,  Missouri,  praying  for  a  change  in  mail  route 
No.  4,717.  Also,  a  petition  in  relation  to  certain  land  war- 
rants. 

By  Mr.  ANDREW  JOHNSON:  The  petition  of  sundry 
citizens  of  Carter  county,  Tennessee,  asking  the  establish- 
ment of  a  mail  route  from  Elizabethton  to  various  other 
places,  as  set  forth  in  the  petition. 

By  Mr.  MARSH  :  The  memorial  of  John  Peck  andothers, 
in  favor  of  Whitney's  plan  for  the  construction  of  the  At- 
lantic and  Pacific  railroad. 

By  Mr.  TWEEDY:  The  petition  of  Nancy  G.  Sanders 
and  122  others,  ladies  of  Wisconsin,  praying  for  an  exten- 
sion of  the  privilege  of  preemption  to  settlers,  so  as  the  bet- 
ter to  protect  them  against  speculators.  Also,  the  petition 
of  Warren  Chase  and  49  others,  for  a  division  of  the  Green 
Bay  land  district.  Also,  the  petition  of  O.  Preston  and  19 
others,  for  continuation  of  post  route  No.  4,407,  from  Geneva 
to  Summit,  Wisconsin,  via  Spring  Prairie,  East  Troy,  Engle- 
ville,  and  Waterville.  Also,  the  petition  of  N.  H.  Strong 
and  37  others,  for  a  post  route  from  Walertown,  via  Wau- 
pun,  Ceresco,  and  Berlin,  to  Plover  Portage,  service  thereon 
as  often  as  once  a  week.  Also,  the  petition  of  Wm.  Starr 
and  113  others,  for  a  post  route  from;  Watertown,  via  Wau- 
pun,  Ceresco,  and  Berlin,  to  Plover  Portags,  of  a  mail  ser- 
vice thereon.  Also,  the  petition  of  Edmund  Cowdry  and  79 
others,  for  a  post  route  from  Watertown,  via  Waupun,  Ce- 
resco, and  Berlin,  to  Stevens's  Point,  Portage  county. 

ByMr.  BELCHER;  The  remonstrance  of  George  Ken- 
dall and  41  others,  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Maine,  against 
opening  our  ports  to  British  lumber  floated  down  the  St. 
John's  river.  Also,  the  petition  of  Samuel  Davis,  for  bounty 
on  schooner  Daniel. 

By  Mr.  WILSON:  The  memorial  of  John  Plumbe,  in  re- 
lation to  his  project  for  a  railroad  from  the  Lakes  to  Ore- 
gon. Also,  the  petition  of  Ephraiin  Spoor,  praying  for  a 
pension.  Also,  the  petition  of  Ann  F.  Pcrrine  and  others, 
praying  for  the  extension  of  the  time  allowed  for  locating  a 
tract  of  land  in  Florida,  granted  to  Dr.  Henry  Perrine.  Also, 
the  petition  of  Calvin  Smith,  of  Henniker,  New  Hampshire 
praying  that  all  prisons  in  the  District  of  Ccilumbia  where  per- 
sons are  confined  without  conviction  or  allegation  of  crime 
may  be  abolished. 

ByMr.  BARROW:  The  petition  of  William  Linville  and 
25  others,  officers  and  soldiers  in  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain,  asking  an  extension  of  the  pension  laws,  &c. 

By  Mr.  ATKINSON:  The  petition  of  William  Tee,  of 
Portsmouth,  Virginia,  for  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  :  Several  petitions,  numer- 
ously signed  by  citizens  of  Philadelphi.'v,  for  the  survey  of  a 
route  for  a  post  road  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York. 

By  Mr.  TALLMADGE:  The  petition  of  Gouverneur  Mor- 
ris and  others,  for  an  appropriation  to  promote  the  sciences  of 
geology,  mineralogy,  &c.;  of  Lieut.  J.  S.  Devlin,  for  compen- 
sation as  acting  assistant  quartermaster  in  the  marine  corps; 
of  George  Pitt  Stevenson,  for  an  allowance  for  service  as 
judge  advocate  on  the  coast  of  Brazil. 

By  Mr.  WENTWORTH :  A  petition  for  a  mail  route 
from  Rockford,  via Kishwaukee,  mouth  ofStillman's  Creek, 
Daysville,  Lee  Centre,  and  Ovid,  to  Peru,  in  La  Salle  coun- 
ty. Also,  a  petition  for  a  mail  route  from  Litllefort,  via 
Gage's  Lake,  Hainesville,  Fort  Hill,  Forkville,  and  Lamar, 
to  Crystal  Lake,  in  Mellenry  county. 

By  Mr.  HALL  :  The  petition  of  Charlotte  S.  Newcomb, 
for  arrears  of  pension  due  her  grandfather,  Thomas  Lincoln, 
deceased.  . 

ByMr.  GAINES:  The  petitition  of  Robert  Perry,  for  a 
pension  for  services  rendered  and  injuries  received  during 
the  Indian  war. 


IN  SENATE, 

Tuesday,  .ipril  25,  1848. 

Mr.   BREESE  presented   a   petition  from  the 

County  Commissioners  of  Payette  county,  lllmois, 

asking  that  the  State  of  Illinois  be  authorized   to 

collect  tolls  on  the  Cumberland  road  tor  keeping  it 

in  repair;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Roads  and  Canals.  .  „  j  j     i       „j 

Also,  petitions  from  Fnnk  and  Hadduck,  and 
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L.  P.  Sanger,  asking  i^ayment  of  a  balance  due 
under  a  coiiuact  for  carrying,-  the  United  States 
mail;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post'otfice  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  amemorial  from  the 
Professors  of  the  is^ational  Medical  College  of 
Washington,  asking  an  appropriation  for  the  hos- 
pital in  this  city,  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

[This  memorial  shows  that  the  Faculty  of  this 
colle2;e,  at  great  expense  and  personal  sacrifice, 
supplied  the  means  to  open  one  half  of  the  present 
building  as  an  infirmary,  and  the  other  as  a  dis- 
pensary, trusting  to  be  able  to  sustain  the  institu- 
tion from  fees  derived  from  those  able  to  pay;  but, 
so  far  from  that,  they  have  been  obliged  to  keep 
it  up  by  their  own  private  means  until  the  jiresent 
time.  After  having  expended  more  than  §5,000 
from  their  private  resources,  independent  of  gratu- 
itous medical  and  surgical  attendance  to  some  four 
hundred  patients,  they  now  say  they  find  the  bur- 
den too  onerous  to  be  longer  continued.  In  speak- 
ing of  the  institution,  the  memorialists  say  that 
it  has  been  made  the  asylum  for  the  broken-down 
sailor  and  wounded  soldier,  and  has  become  rather 
a  national  than  a  local  institution,  in  the  different 
wards  ofvphiclThavc  been  found  re|)iosentatives 
from  almost  every  State  in  the  Union.  Tlic  Facul- 
ty still  admit  their  readiness  to  give  their  time  and 
attendance  gratuitously,  but  can  no  longer  supply 
the  necessary  funds  to  sustain  the  institution.] 

Mr.  MASON  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Hartford  Argillo  Manufacturing  Company,  asking 
an  examination  and  test  of  a  certain  material  man- 
ufactured by  said  company  to  be  used  in  lieu  of 
marble;  which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a  se- 
.lect  committee,  to  consist  of  three  members,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Chair. 

[This  memorial  states,  that  although  this  man- 
ufacture is  in  its  infancy,  it  can  now  be  furnished 
as  cheaply  as  the  finest  marble,  whicli  it  is  destined 
entirely  to  supersede.  It  is  a  preparation  of  clay, 
by  chemical  agency,  of  great  durability  and  in- 
tense hardness,  exhibiting  the  high  j)olish  and 
lustre  of  the  precious  stones,  being  susceptible  of 
every  variety  of  hue,  is  of  unsurpassed  and  per- 
manent brilliancy,  and  cannot  be  equalled  in  prac- 
tical use.  The  memorialists  ask  no  patronage 
from  the  Government  in  advance,  being  convinced 
that,  after  examination  and  test,  it  will  at  once  be 
introduced  in  all  the  public  buildings  in  lieu  of 
marble.] 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  two  memorials  from 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  that  Congress 
will  construct  a  post  route  through  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  in  order  to  do  away  with  what  is 
termed  a  monopoly  of  certain  railroad  and  canal 
companies,  by  means  of  which  the  State  of  New 
Jersey  imposes  an  exorbitant  tax  on  citizens  of 
other  Stales. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  made  a  brief  explanation  of 
the  object  of  the  memorials,  which  was,  to  obtain 
a  remedy  against  the  extortionate  rates  imposed  by 
the  railroad  companies  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
on  passenger.^!,  citizens  of  other  States,  between 
the  cities  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  A  dis- 
tinction was  made  in  favor  of  the  people  of  New 
Jersey  travelling  from  one  part  of  the  interior  of 
the  vState  to  another. 

Mr.  DAYTON  expressed  regret  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  Delaware  had  called  public  attention  to 
these  memorials.  Tlie  fact  is,  that  this  is  simply  a 
dispute  between  rival  companies,  and  not  a  matter 
calling  for  the  interposition  of  Congress.  He  vin- 
dicated the  State  from  any  desire  to  countenance 
improper  rates  of  travel,  as  it  merely  derived  a 
revenue  of  ten  cents  payable  for  every  passenger, 
•which  amounted  only  to  a  moderate  State  tax. 

Mr.  MILLER  also  stated,  that  the  moderate 
tax  often  cents  for  each  pa-ssenger  constituted  all 
the  interest  which  the  State  of  New  Jer.sey  had  in 
these  railroads.  He  regretted  that  the  "Senator 
ft-om  Delaware  should  have  thought  proper  to 
bring  before  Congress  a  matter  exclusively  per- 
taining to  citizens  of  New  Jersey,  and  wliich  might 
be  settled  without  the  interposition  of  tJie  United 
States. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  in  reply,  read  from  the  me- 
morial.-i,  and  also  quoted  from  (he  letters  in  which 
they  were  transmitted  to  him,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  the  extent  of  the  impression  made  on  the 
public  mind  by  the  conduct  pursued  by  the  railroad 
companies  in  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  MILLER  and  Mr.  DAYTON  said  a  few 


words  in  explanation;  and  after  a  few  words  from 
Mr.  CLAYTON,  the  memorials  were  referred. 

REPORTS   FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  RUSK,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution  requiring  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  purchase  5,000  of  Colt's,  je- 
peating  pistols,  accompanied  by  a  report;  the  joint 
resolution  was  read  a  first  time. 
5*Mr.  UPHAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  House 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Rignald  alias  Nick 
Hillary. 

Mr.  BELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Lee; 
which  was  read  a  first  time.  • 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  in- 
troduced a  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  therein  men- 
tioned. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  it  was 

Rciolved,  Tliiit  the  Coinniittee  oa  Printing  he  instructed  to 

inqiuip  into  the  causes  of  tlie  delay  in  executing  the  printing 

lioni  time  to  time  ordered  hy  the  Senate,  and  report  what 

measures,  it  any,  the  Senate  sliould  adopt  in  relation  thereto. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHISON, 

Rc-^ch-ei!,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  cause  to  he  sent  to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  opinion 
of  the  Attorney  General,  with  copies  of  the  accompanying 
papers,  on  the  claim  made  hy  the  Choctaw  Indians  lor  five 
tlionsand  dollars,  with  the  interest  tluireon  from  the  date  of 
the  transler,  lieing  the  difference  hetvveen  the  last  of  the 
stock  and  the  par  value  thereof,  transferred  to  tliem  hy  the 
Chickasaws,  under  the  convention  of  17th  January,  1837. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  called  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  fact  that  a  bill  had  been  passed  in  the 
other  House,  and  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  in  this  body  without  amendment,  for 
the  relief  of  David  Myerlee.  He  desired  to  have 
the  bill  recommitted,  from  the  fact  that  he  had  re- 
ceived a  memorial  from  a  certain  firm,  stating  that 
Myerlee  was  insolvent, and  had  refused  to  ]iay  them 
any  jjortion  of  the  money  he  would  receive  by  the 
contemplated  bill, although  they  had  furnished  Mr. 
Myerlee  all  the  means  to  meet  his  engagements. 
They  ask  that  the  bill  may  be  so  amended  as  to 
allow  them  to  receive  what  is  just,  or  the  money 
retained  in  the  treasury  until  such  time  as  their 
claim  can  be  litigated. 

The  bill  was  recominitted  with  theaccompanying 
documents  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  bill  to  require  holders  of  military  land  war- 
rants to  compensate  the  land  officers  of  the  United 
States  for  services  in  relation  to  the  location  of 
those  warrants,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  CASS  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  relating  to  California 
claims. 

Mr.  HALE  hoped  that  the.  Senate  would  not 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  that  bill.  There 
was  another  matter  legitimately  before  the  body, 
to  wit,  the  bill  which  he  had  asked  leave  to  intro- 
duce, and  for  which  he  had  been  denounced  as  a 
maniac  on  one  side,  an  enemy  of  the  Constitution 
on  tlie  other,  and  as  guilty  of  highway  robbery  by 
a  "third  party."  These  denunciations  had  gone 
forth  on  the  wings  of  the  press  to  the  four  corners 
of  the  earth,  and  he  considered  it  but  an  act  of 
justice  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  proceed  with 
that  bill,  in  order  that  the  world  might  see  with 
what  justness  such  charges  had  been  made.  He 
desired  to  have  at  least  the  vote  of  the  Senate  on 
the  subject,  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  having  been  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Cass,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative: 
Ayes  25,  noes  9. 

CALIFORNIA   CLAIMS. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  relating  to 
California  claims,  the  question  pending  being  the 
amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
abolishing  the  board  of  commissioners,  and  substi- 
tuting Colonel  Fremont  and  two  other  officers  to 
examine  the  claims,  &c. 

Mr.  CASS  said,  the  committee  had  reported  the 
amendment  for  the  purpose  of  obviating  all  objec- 
tions, and  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  be  disposed 
to  acquiesce  in  the  report. 

Mr.  MASON.  1  am  unable  to  perceive  thai  the 
objection  wliich  I  presented  to  this  bill,  a  i'ew  days 
since,  has  been  in  the  slightest  degree  obviated  by 
the  amendment  which  has  just  been  read.  The 
objection  which  I  urged  was,  that  the  bill  created 
offices,  and  appointed  certain  officers  to  fill  tliem, 
wliich  was  in  violation  of  the  Constitution.  The 
honorablu  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  But- 


ler,] who,  as  everybody  knows,  is  a  very  able 
jurist,  at  once  took  the  distinction,  so  well  known 
to  the  common  law,  between  an  "office"  and  an 
"employment."  That  was  met  by  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Badger,]  who  en- 
deavored to  show  that  this  mode  of  appointing 
officers  was  sanctioned  by  legislative  and  judicial 
precedents,  of  which  he  cited  several  examples. 
Deeming  this  a  matter  of  vital  importance,  inas- 
much as  it  is  of  the  highest  moment  that  we  should 
■not  trench  upon  the  rights  of  the  Executive,  I  have 
taken  some  pains  to  look  into  these  precedents, 
and  into  the  authorities  generally;  and  the  result 
of  that  investigation  has  satisfied  me  that  the  sup- 
posed precedents  are  altogether  unsatisfactory. 

The  bill  originally  proposed  to  create  aboard  by 
name,  eo  nomine,  consisting  of  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Fremont  and  two  other  officers  of  a  certain  class. 
The  objection  made  was,  that  that  involved  the 
creation  of  an  office,  and  by  lawappoinled  officers, 
with  theduty  of  adjudicating  certain  claims  against 
the  United  States.  Now,  the  amendment  proposes, 
not  to  create  a  board  eo  nomine,  but  that  the  unas- 
certained claims  shall  not  be  paid  unless  they  have 
been  previously  examined  and  allowed  by  three 
gentlemen  whose  names  are  given — John  Charles 
Fremont,  Captain  Hensley,  and  Major  Eddie.  The 
amendment  further  provides,  that  these  gentlemen 
who  are  thus  to  examine  these  claims,  shall  be  com- 
pensated according  to  their  respective  ranks  in  the 
late  California  battalion.  What,  then,  does  the 
amendment  provide  ?  Why,  substantially  the  very 
same  thing  which  was  provided  in  the  original  bill 
— that  these  claims  are  to  be  examined,  adjudica- 
ted, and  determined  upon  evidence  which  shall  be 
laid  before  these  individuals;  and,  when  ascertained 
by  them  to  be  correct,  shall  be  paid,  without  fur- 
ther inquiry,  by  a  proper  disbursing  officer,  out  of 
the  public  treasury.  Now,  I  cannot  for  my  life 
see  any  shadow  of  difference  in  the  substance  of 
this  thing,  whether  you  call  these  three  gentlemen 
examiners  of  claims,  or  a,  "  board,"  as  Uiey  were 
styled  in  the  original  bill.  It  is  further  provided 
in  the  amendment,  that  all  claims  shall  be  barred, 
which  are  not  presented  to  these  officers  for  their 
examination  within  one  and  a  half  years  after  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  Thus,  during  that  year  and  a 
half,  these  gentlemen  are  to  continue  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Government,  I  say  in  office  under  the 
Government,  at  a  fixed  rate  of  compensation,  to  be 
paid  them  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that 
office.  Now,  the  precedents  cited  by  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  on  a  former  day,  were, 
as  far  I  could  undeistand,  in  every  instance,  prece- 
dents of  mere  employment,  not  of  office,  by  which 
certain  persons  were  engaged  to  discharge  a  cer- 
tain specified  duty;  and  the  employment  was  to 
cease  when  that  duty  had  been  performed  He  cited 
cases  of  artists  employed  to  paint  pictures,  and  ex- 
ecute statuary  for  the  decoration  of  this  Capitol.  I 
have  not  now  the  list  of  cases  cited  by  the  gentle- 
man, but  1  recollect  that  amongst  them  was  one  in 
which  he  conceived  that  the  very  case  now  before  us 
was  presented.  It  was  the  case  of  Mr.  Choteau, 
who  was  employed  to  visit  the  western  Indians  and 
conduct  a  deputation  from  them  to  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment. 

Now,  sir,  I  find  in  the  horn  book  of  the  law — and 
this  is  purely  a  legal  question — that  Blackstone  thus 
defines  the  meaning  of  the  term  "office  :" 

"An  office  is  a  right  to  exercise  a  public  or  private  em- 
ployment, and  to  take  the  fees  and  emoluments  tlieretn  be- 
Ionising — whether  public, as  those  of  magistrates  ;  or  private, 
as  bailiffs,  or  receivers,  and  tlie  like." 

"  Every  man  is  a  pulilic  olhcer,  who  has  any  duty  con- 
cerning the  public  ;  and  he  is  not  the  less  a  public  otiiecr, 
when  his  authority  is  confined  to  narrow  limits;  because 
it  is  theduty  and  the  nature  of  the  duty,  which  makes  him 
a  public  othcer;  and  not  the  extent  of  iiis  authoiky." 

So  much  for  the  meaning  of  the  term  "office." 
Now,  to  distinguish  between  an  "office"  properly 
such,  and  a  mer»  "employment,"  I  will  take  the 
honorable  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Badger]  back  to  the  black  letter,  in  the  times  of 
Charles  the  Second,  and  refer  him  to  a  case  de- 
cided in  the  King's  Bench  in  1658,  reported  in  2d 
Siderpin,  page  143,  wlierfe  the  Chief  Justice  (Glyn) 
thus  strikingly  draws  the  distinction.    He  says  : 

"  I  liold  ill  this  case,  that  the  grant  by  the  word  '  conecs- 
simus'  to  Sir  John  Ones  is  u-ood.  I  consider  that  the  prece- 
dents cited  are  not  to  the  point ;  they  not  pertaining  to  oHice, 
but  an  employment,  and  that  there  is  more  tlian  a  verbal  dis- 
tinction between  thciii." 

"  Now,  to  explain  my  distinction  betwrcn  an  o^ce  and  an 
emiiljjfment,  1  hold  that  although  every  odiie  be  an  employ- 
ment, yet,  e  convert!),  uvery  employment  is  not  an  oltice.  As, 
if  I  nurae  witli  on«  to  inaks  my  hay,  or  to  plough  my  land', 
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■or  to  herd  my  flock,  tliese  are  employments,  and  dift'cr  from 
the  duties  ol'  my  manor,  wliicli  is  an  office." 

The  difference  between  a  "duty  continuing" 
and  a  duty  which  ends  when  the  piirticular  object 
is  attained,  is  here  strikingly  drawn.  In  the  State 
of  Maine,  I  find  that  there  was  a  decision  of  the 
judges  on  this  point,  which  I  have  examined  with 
some  care,  and  which  1  think  fully  sustains  the 
view  which  I  have  presented.  It  will  be  found 
reported  in  3d  Greenleaf,  page  482.  The  question 
submitted  to  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
that  State,  by  its  Governor,  was,  whether  an 
agent  appointed  by  him  for  the  preservation  of  the 
timber  on  the  public  lands  was  to  be  considered 
an  officer,  within  the  meaning  of  the  constitution 
of  that  State;  and,  by  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
'the  judges,  it  was  decided  that  he  was  not:  then 
such  agent  held  no  "office,"  but  merely  an  "em- 
ployment," under  the  State.     The  judges  say  : 

"Tliere  is  a  manifest  difference  between  an  'office'  and 
'  employment'  under  tlie  Government.  We  apprehend  tliat 
the  term  'ufiiee'  implies  a  delegation  of  a  jwrtion  of  the 
sovereign  power  to,  and  a  possession  of  it  by,  tlie  person 
filling  the  office." 

I  find  the  same  distinction  taken  in  a  case  de- 
cided by  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania — 
"  Binns''s  case,"  reported  in  ITtli  Sergeant  and 
Rawk.  Binns  had  been  appointed  by  Mr.  Clay, 
when  Secretary  of  State,  to  print  certain  public 
papers,  &c.,  for  that  department,  being  at  that  time 
an  alderman  of  Philadelphia;  and  the  question  was, 
whether  this  appointment  by  Mr.  Clay  made  him 
an  ofl[icer  of  the  Federal  Government. 

It  was  decided  by  a  majority  of  the  court,  that 
it  was  a  mere  employment,  and  not  an  office,  and 
-the  case  in  Siderpin  was  referred  to  for  the  dis- 
tinction. 

I  apprehend,  then,  if  there  be  any  foundation 
for  this  distinction,  resting  upon  the  authorities  I 
have  cited,  that  it  at  once  disposes  of  the  whole 
class  of  cases  of"  employment"  cited  by  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  North  Carolina.  The  painting 
of  pictures,  execution  of  statuary,  the  compilation 
of  State  papers,  are  "  employments"  properly 
within  that  term. 

Then,  as  to  Choteau's  case,  also  cited  by  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina — it  is  found  in  the 
law  of  appropriations  for  Indian  annuities,  &c., 
passed  July  7,  1838 — in  which,  amongst  a  long 
series  of  appropriations,  is  the  following,  viz : 
$20,000 

"For  expenses  of  mission  of  A.  P.  Choteau  among-t  the 
wild  tribes  of  the  southwest,  including  his  outfit,  and  tlie 
expenditures  growing  out  of,  and  connected  with,  bringing 
on  deputations  of  said  tribes,  which  he  had  been  authorized 
to  do," 

And  this  Is  cited  by  the  honorable  Senator,  as 
an  instance  where  one  by  law  was  clothed  with  an 
office,  or  made  an  officer,  as  is  proposed  by  the 
bill  under  consideration. 

Now,  I  understand  that  the  intercourse  with  the 
Indians  is  a  matter  purely  pertaining  to  the  Exec- 
utive. The  President  is  the  organ  of  intercourse 
with  those  tribes  as  he  is  that  of  foreign  nations. 
It  is  an  Executive  function;  and  when  he  deems  it 
right  and  proper  to  conduct  deputations  from  those 
Indian  tribes  to  the  seat  of  Government,  he  can 
give  the  necessary  orders  to  that  effect.  He  re- 
ports the  fact  to  Congress,  and  an  appropriation  is 
made  to  defray  the  expenses.  1  cannot  then  per- 
ceive any  analogy  between  the  case  cited  and  that 
now  before  the  Senate.  There  was  another  case 
presented  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  North 
Carolina,  which  struck  me  with  some  force  at  the 
time,  and  of  which  I  have  made  an  attentive  ex- 
amination. I  refer  to  the  act  of  Congress,  Septem- 
ber, 1789,  by  which  it  was  enacted: 

"  That  the  establishment  contained  in  the  resolve  of  the 
late  Congress  of  the  yd  October,  1787,  except  as  to  the  mode 
of  apjToinling  the  officers,  and  also  as  hereinafter  provided, 
be  ainrthe  same  is  hereby  recognized  to  be  the  establish- 
ment for  the  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States." 

The  "resolve  of  the  late  Congress,"  thus  referred 
to,  was  a  resolution  of  the  old  Congress  under 
the  articles  of  Confederation,  and  will  be  found  in 
their  Journals,  volume  4th,  pages  786-7,  in  these 
words : 

^^Resolveil,  That  seven  hundred  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers am\  privates  be  raised  for  the  term  of  three  years,  unless 
Hooncr  discharged," 

which  were  to  be  furnished  in  certain  proportions 
by  certain  Slates. 

In  1789,  the  Federal  Government  had  been  or- 
ganized under  the  present  Constitution,  and  this 
recognition  of  a  levy  of  troop.s  nier«ly  by  a  resolve 
of  the  old  Congreae  the  Senator  »«n8lrues  into  a 


legislative  appointment  of  all  the  officers  who  were 
to  command  those  troops.  Surely  the  honoralile 
Senator  could  not  have  read  attentively  the  law 
which  he  quoted,  or  he  could  not  fail  to  see  that 
the  point  for  which  he  cited  it  is  strongly  against 
him — the  law,  in  express  terms,  excepting  "the 
mode  of  appointing  the  officers,"  which  was  to 
conform  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  then 
recently  adopted.  So  much,  sir,  for  the  prece- 
dents cited  by  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina. 

1  now  come  to  the  case  cited  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Texas — the  case  of  the  mail  con- 
tractors. A  resolution  or  law  passed  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  referring  a  matter  in  dispute 
between  these  contractors  and  the  Government — 
to  whom.'  To  an  officer  of  the  Government — the 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury.  Does  any  one  doubt, 
has  it  ever  been  doubted,  that  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  have  authority  to  prescribe  new  du- 
ties to  existing  officers,  provided  these  duties  are 
not  inconsistent  with  the  rights  of  the  oflicer  for 
the  time  being?  That  was  aXY  that  was  done  in 
the  case  iti  question.  The  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury is  an  officer  of  the  Government;  and  the  first 
question  before  the  court  was,  whether  the  Post- 
master General  could  exercise  any  discretion  in 
carrying  out  this  law  of  Congress — whether,  vir- 
tiUe  officii,  he  could  exercise  that  power;  and  the 
next  question  was,  whether  the  district  court  of 
the  District  of- Columbia  could  exercise  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  case  by  writ  of  mandamus. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to  ask 
a  single  question?  1  desire  to  ask  if,  when  an  act 
of  Congress  is  brought  before  the  Supreme  Court, 
it  would  not  be  wanting  in  duty,  if  it  failed  to  in- 
quire into  the  constitutionality  of  that  act? 

Mr.  MASON.  I  would  answer  the  Senator  by 
stating,  that  whether  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  would  or  would  not  inquire  into  the 
constitutionality  of  the  act  would  depend  upon  the 
preliminary  inquiry  whether  any  constitutional 
question  was  raised  in  the  case.  If  there  was  a 
constitutional  question  raised,  and  it  was  relevant 
to  the  matter  at  issue,  1  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
Supreme  Court  would  determine  it.  In  the  case 
alluded  to,  the  Senator  relies  upon  a  loose  expres- 
sion of  one  of  the  judges  who  delivered  the  opin- 
ion, that  it  was  competent  to  Congress  to  devolve 
the  duty  upon  that  officer  or  anybody  else. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Three  of  the  judges  made  use  of 
that  expression. 

Mr.  MASON.  It  is  perfectly  immaterial.  The 
honorable  Senator  well  knows,  that  when  you  in- 
voke a  precedent,  and  rely  upon  it  as  authority, 
you  must  have  a  case  where  the  point  in  question 
IS  directly  adjudged.  These  loose  dicta  of  the 
judges,  if  relied  upon  as  precedents,  and  more  es- 
pecially in  constitutional  questions,  will  lead  us 
Heaven  knows  where. 

There  was  another  case  cited  by  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina,  in  which  certain  duties  were 
devolved  upon  the  judges.  The  court  considered 
the  act,  anti  decided  that  it  was  perfectly  compe- 
tent to  the  legislative  branch  to  accumulate  any 
duties  they  thought  proper  upon  the  existing  offi- 
cers of  the  Government;  to  prescribe  new  duties 
to  the  Judiciary,  although  it  were  a  coequal  de- 
partment of  the  Government,  provided  the  duties 
prescribed  were  of  a  judicial  character.  But  in  the 
case  cited,  the  court  decided,  and,  as  I  apprehend, 
correctly,  that  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  act 
were  not  judicial.  When  they  had  so  decided, 
they  had  done  all  that  judicially  came  before  them. 
What  then?  They  determined,  as  benevolent  and 
patriotic  men,  that  although  they  were  not  bound 
by  law  to  discharge  these  duties,  yet  that  they 
would,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  benev- 
olent designs  of  the  law  makers;  and  they  say 
further  in  this  recital,  that  the  duties  would  be  dis- 
charged by  them  gratuito"usly.  Having  first  pro- 
tested against  any  right  on  the  part  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  impose  such  duties  upon  them,  they  say 
that  they  will  act  as  commissioners,  in  order  to 
carry  out  the  views  of  Congress.  I  apprehend 
that  this  case  does  not  ppesent  any  authority  for 
the  position  taken  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
North  Carolina.  Surely  he  cannot  mean  to  affirm 
that  this  is  a  judicial  exposition  of  the  right  of 
Congress  to  creat^  an  officer. 

But,  sir,  on  this  whole  subject  of  precedent,  I 
enter  a  protest.  I  am  free  to  admit  that  the  opin- 
ions of  Judges  and  Senators  with  respect  to  the 
Constitution  have  great  weight,  but  no  authority. 
1  deny  tliat  the  precedents  cited  are  to  be  regarded 


as  authoritative  in  this  case.  I  hold  it  to  be  as 
much  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  respect  the  rights 
of  the  Executive  as  it  is  to  take  care  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive does  not  trench  upon  theirs.  If  it  is  true 
that  this  is  an  office,  properly  such,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  our  duty  to  avoid 
doing  violence  to  that  Constitution,  and  interfering 
with  a  power  that  does  not  belong  to  us — the 
power  of  appointment  to  office. 

We  are  to  inquire  from  the  nature  and  extent  of 
the  duties  to  be  imposed  in  this  case,  whether  they 
come  within  the  legal  meaning  of  the  term  "office." 
Nothing  is  changed  in  the  amendment  but  the  lan- 
guage of  the  bill.  Precisely  the  same  trust  is  ex- 
pressed. Duties  to  the  sameextent  are  devolved. 
The  same  amount  of  money  is  to  be  passed  upon 
and  adjudicated — to  be  disbursed,  in  fact,  by  the 
persons  named,  though  they  are  not  to  pay  it  out 
with  their  own  hands.  They  are  to  be  compen- 
sated for  the  discharge  of  those  duties.  They  are 
to  continue  in  ofliee,  if  necessary,  for  eighteen 
months.  What  are  their  duties  ?  Why,  to  pass 
upon  a  series  of  unliquidated  claims,  the  character 
of  which  are  unknown  to  us — in  the  territory  of 
California,  some  three  thousand  miles  distant — and 
their  adjudication  is  to  be  final;  because,  upon  a 
decision  of  the  majority  of  these  gentlemen,  the 
money  is  to  be  paid.  If  this  be  not  an  office  within 
the  definition  of  the  Maine  judges,  I  do  not  know 
what  is.  The  expenditure  of  such  a  large  sum 
of  money  on  account  of  claims  assumed  ex  gratia 
by  this  country  is  a  grave  affair.  It  should  be 
intrusted  to  a  board  of  officers  appointed  in  the 
manner  piescribed  by  the  Constitution.  All  the 
safeguards  which  the  Constitution  has  thrown 
around  the  public  treasury  should  be  respected  in 
this  instance.  Certainly,  I  cannot  be  supposed  to 
imply  any  distrust  of  the  gentlemen  named  in  the 
bill,  not  one  of  whom  have  I  the  pleasure  of  know- 
ing at  all.  When  I  speak  of  safeguards,  I  mean 
those  legislative  safeguards  provided  by  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  laws,  and  which  are  always 
regarded  when  expenditure  of  public  money"  is 
involved. 

If  the  Senate  reject  the  amendment  reported  by 
the  committee,  I  shall  offer  one  with  the  view  of 
creating  this  board  in  the  usual  manner,  giving  the 
power  necessary  to  adjudicate  these  claims,  and 
placing  the  appointment  of  the  members  of  the 
board,  where  I  contend  the  Constitution  has  placed 
it,  in  the  hands  of  the  President  and  Senate. 

Mr.  BADGER  replied  to  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, stating  that  the  effect  of  the  disregard  of  pre- 
cedents evinced  by  that  Senator,  if  sanctioned  by 
the  Senate,  would  be  to  throw  all  our  legislation 
into  confusion  and  disorder'.  He  maintained  that 
all  the  precedents  were  in  favor  of  the  power  of 
Congress  in  this  case — the  case  of  C.  Gratiot  and 
others,  appointed  a  board  of  commissioners  to  in- 
vestigate claims  against  the  United  States,  espe- 
cially bearing  on  this  question.  He  admitted  the 
justness  of  the  distinction  laid  down  between  an 
oflice  and  a  special  employment,  but  contended 
that  this  was  in  favor  of  the  provision  of  the  bill, 
which  looked  only  to  the  requisition  of  certain 
specified  duties,  on  the  completion  of  which,  the 
services  of  the  individuals  in  this  matter  would  be 
dispensed  with. 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  and  said:  The  amendment 
reported  by  the  committee  proceeds  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  claims  in  California  heretofore  ascer- 
tained and  allowed  by  the  officers  under  whom 
they  originated  shall  be  forthwith  paid,  and  those 
not  ascertained  shall  not  be  paid  until  examined 
and  allowed  by  the  same  officers.  Mr.  Fremont 
and  his  staff  officers  allowed  those  which  are  as- 
certained; the  same  officers,  by  the  amendment^ 
are  to  allow  the  remainder  before  they  can  be  paid. 
This  is  the  principle  of  the  amendment.  Itappoints 
nobody  to  do  anything;  it  only  names  the  persons 
without  whose  examination  and  allowance  the  un- 
adjusted claims  shall  not  be  paid.  They  were 
officers  of  the  battalion  under  whom  the  claims 
originated  and  were  settled,  as  far  as  that  has  been 
done,  and  whose  legal  capacity  to  pass  upon  the 
claims  is  revived  and  continued,  if  the  Government 
chooses  to  have  the  claims  examined  before  they 
are  paid,  or  chooses  to  save  the  parties  from  com- 
ing from  California  to  Washington  to  solwit  pay- 
ment individually  from  Congress.  That  they  are 
the  proper  persons  to  allow  or  reject  these  claims, 
and  the  only  ones  who  can  do  it  with  justice  to  the 
United  States  and  to  the  claimants,  is  manifested 
from  the  depositions,  where  their  knowledge  of  the 
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whole  subject  is  fully  shown.  Captain  Hensley 
was  commissary  and  qiiartermaster;  Major  Read- 
ing was  paymaster.  I3oth  were  cognizant  of  the 
claims:  one  in  doing  the  acts  which  originated 
them;  the  other  in  settling  them,  as  far  as  he  could. 
The  deposition  of  Captain  Hensley,  (a  gentleman 
of  character  and  intelligence,  with  whom  thccom- 
niittee  became  well  acquainted,)  establishes  this 
fact,  and  shows  that  he  and  Major  Reading,  from 
their  respective  positions  in  tlie  battalion,  were 
best  acquainted  with  the  claims,  and  were  called 
by  their  offices  to  make  an  estimate  oftheir  amount 
before  he  left  California.  At  page  37  of  the  docu- 
ment of  depositions,  he  testifies  thus,  in  answer  to 
a  question  from  the  committee: 

"  As  you  were  commissary  and  quartermaster,  and  there- 
fore intimately  acquainted  with  the  supplies  obtained  by  the 
troops,  anil  with  the  i;eneral  expenses  ot'the  wliole  conquest 
of  California  from  the  beginning,under  theflag  of  independ- 
ence in  the  north,  to  the  suppression  of  the  insurrection  at 
Los  Angeles  in  the  soutli,  you  can  form  an  opinion  of  the 
whole  .sum  which  the  just  claims  upon  the  United  Slates 
would  amount  to.     Will  you  state  that  amount? 

"  Jiti'iwer.  Previous  to  leaving  the  city  of  Angels,  Major 
Reading,  acting  as  paymaster,  and  myself,  made  as  estimate 
of  the  amount  due  in  that  country.  From  the  best  informa- 
tion which  we  coidd  obtain,  we  made  the  total  amount  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Major  Ri;ading  was  operating  in 
the  north  with  Colonel  Fremont,  and  myself  willi  Commo- 
dore Stockton  in  the  south." 

From  this  answer  of  Captain  Hensley  to  the 
committee's  question,  as  well  as  from  the  tenor  of 
other  depositions,  and  the  very  nature  of  their 
places  ill  the  battalion,  it  is  clear  that  he  and  Ma- 
jor Reading  are  the  proper  persons  to  be  asso- 
ciated with  Mr.  Fremont  in  allowing  or  reject- 
ing these  claims.  They  know  every  transaction, 
and  cannot  be  deceived.  They  know  every  claim- 
ant, and  cannot  be  imposed  upon.  They  know 
the  true  from  the  false  in  every  instance,  both  of 
men  and  transactions.  They  can  do  justice,  and 
that  upon  their  own  knowledge.  Their  own  char- 
acters are  concerned  in  rejecting  false  accounls,aiid 
preventing  their  names  and  acts  from  being  made 
the  tneans  of  imposition  upon  the  United  States. 

At  pages  35  and  36  of  the  document.  Captain 
Hensley  shows  tliat  all  supplies  were  scarce  and 
dear,  and  the  dearer  because  necessarily  obtained 
without  money,  there  being  none  furnished  by  the 
United  States.     He  says: 

"After  the  city  of  Angels  vras  taken  by  the  United  States 
forces.  Captain  Gillespie  was  left  in  command,  and  I  acted 
ns  assistant  quartermaster  to  the  troops  stationed  there.  Af- 
terthe  insurrection  broke  out  in  September,  1846,  provisions 
and  supplies  of  all  kinds  could  only  be  obtained  at  the  most 
extravagant  prices,  the  whole  surrounding  country  being  in 
the  liand.s  of  the  enemy." 

And  he  gives  a  statement  of  prices,  fully  sus- 
taining this  declaration: 

"Horses  and  mules,  from $2.5  to  $a5  00 

Saddles,  complete,  from 30  to     41)  OD 

Bridles 6  to     10  00 

Spurs 6  to     10  00 

B"tas 4  to       8  00 

Rifles,  very  scarce,  from 50  to   lOO  00 

I'owder,  per  pound 2  00 

Lead,  per  pound 371 

Percussion  caps,  per  thousand 10  do" 

Beef  cattle,  per  head 8  to     10  00 

Flour,  per  hundred  pounds 10  00 

Sugar,  per  hundred-pounds 37  to     ."iO  00 

Coffee,  per  hundred  pounds 50  00" 

At  such  prices  as  these,  except  for  the  horses 
and  cattle,  which  are  below  the  price  of  the  same 
in  the  United  States,  and  without  money  to  pay 
down,  amounts  soon  run  up  high;  but  still  small 
for  the  great  results  f)roduced  in  conquering  the 
country,  and  pacifying  it,  before  the  United  States 
troops  arrived. 

A  great  error  prevails  in  the  minds  of  some  Sen- 
ators as  to  the  authority  for  incurring  these  claims. 
The  Senator  froim  Virginia  [Mr.  Mason]  classes 
them  all  as  unauthorized.  It  is  a  great  mistake. 
The  claim.s  arising  from  unauthorized  operations, 
limit  them.selves  to  about  thirty  days  of  time,  and 
to  the  expenses  of  a  force  of  less  than  three  hun- 
dred men.  They  limit  themselves  to  the  opera- 
tions under  the  flag  of  independence— from  the  first 
week  in  June  to  the  lOth  of  July— when  the  flao- 
of  independence  was  abandoned,  that  of  the  Uni^ 
ted  States  adopted,  and  the  battalion  went  into  ser- 
vice with  the  navy.  From  this  time  forth,  all 
expenses  were  duly  authorized,  the  naval  com- 
mnndcrs  acting  under  special  orders  from  the  Pres- 
ident,  to  conquer,  retain,  and  govern  California. 
The.se  orders  begun  in  October,  1845,  in  anticipii- 
tion  of  the  war,  and  were  continued  Uy  successive 
orders  of  the  most  urgent  kind.  Those  of  July 
12,  184G,  though  they  did  not  arrive  until  opera- 
tions were  over,  were  issued  in  the  very  time  that 


Mr.  Fremont  was  in  the  act  of  joining  the  naval 
forces,  and  show  what  the  intention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment was  at  that  time.  They  were  addressed 
to  Commodore  Sloat,  and  said: 

"  Previous  instructions  have  informed  you  of  the  instruc- 
tions of  this  Government,  pending  the  war  with  Mexico,  to 
take  and  hoU  possession  of  California.  *  *  *  The 
object  of  the  United  Slates  is,  under  its  rights  as  a  belliger- 
ent nation,  to  possess  itself  entirely  of  Upper  California.  * 
*  *  *  The  object  of  the  United  States  has  reference 
to  uUimate  peace  with  Mexico ;  and  if,  n.1  tliat  ■peace,  the  basis 
of  the  uti  pofoidelis  shall  be  established,  the  Government  ex- 
pecu,  throvzli  your  forces,  tn  be  found  in  actual  possession 
of  Upper  California.  *  *  *  This  will  bring  with  it 
the  necessity  of  a  civil  administrntion.  Such  a  government 
should  be  established  undur  your  protection." 

These  instructions  are  positive  in  themselves, 
and  refer  to  previous  instructions.  They  corre- 
spond with  nil  the  previous  orders  to  tlie  navy. 
I'hat  branch  of  the  public  force  was  charged  in 
advance,  and  in  anticipation  of  the  war,  with  the 
conquest  of  California,  whenever  war  broke  out. 
They  were  to  conquer  the  country,  they  were  to 
hold  possession  of  it  till  peace;  and  they  were  to 
establish  a  civil  government  for  its  temporary  ad- 
ministration. The  naval  commanders  were  to  do 
this,  and  did  do  it.  Commodore  Stockton  took 
command  in  July,  immediately  after  Mr.  Fremont 
came  to  Monterey,  and  under  his  orders,  all  subse- 
quent military  o{)erations  were  carried  on,  and  the 
civil  government  established ,  the  expenses  of  which 
now  remain  to  be  paid.  Commodore  Stockton  re- 
ceived the  thanks  of  the  Government  for  prosecu- 
ting the  conquest  of  California;  Commodore  Sloat 
was  censured  and  recalled  for  not  doing  it;  and 
Mr.  Fremont  and  his  battalion  were  a  part  of  Stock- 
ton's forces,  and  acted  under  orders  Irom  him. 

The  very  day  this  letter  of  the  12th  of  July  was 
written  at  Washington,  Mr.  Fremont  was  on  his 
way  to  Monterey,  to  aid  Commodore  Sloat  to  do 
the  very  thing  winch  these  reiterated  instructions 
required  him  to  do.  He  was  fulfilling,  to  the  let- 
ter, on  that  day,  the  orders  which  were  emanating 
from  Washington.  At  the  distance  of  3,0Ul) 
miles,  and  wiiliout  orders,  he  was  doing  what  the 
Government  wished  done,  and  what  the  naval 
commanders  could  not  have  done  without  a  land 
force. 

The  letter  of  recall  to  Commodore  Sloat,  dated 
August  13,  1846,  shows  not  only  tliat  the  naval 
commanders  were  required  to  conquer,  retain,  and 
govern  California,  but  that  they  would  be  censured 
and  superseded  for  not  doing  it.  Here  is  that  or- 
der, dated,  as  1  have  said,  on  August  13,  1646 — 
by  a  strange  coincidence,  the  very  day  that  Stock- 
ton and  Fremont  were  entering  the  city  of  the  An- 
gels, and  putting  the  finislung-iiand  to  the  conquest 
of  California.     Hear  it: 

"  U.  S.  Na.vy  Department, 

"  JVuskiii;^ton,  Jiu^usl  13,  1846. 

"  Commodore  :  The  department  has  received  your  letter. 
No.  51,  of  June  6,  from  whi(  h  it  apptars,  that  while  you 
were  aware  of  the  existence  '0/ uetuul  war' between  the 
United  Slates  and  Mexico,  you  remained  in  a  state  of  inac- 
tivily,  and  did  not  carry  outtlie  instructions  of  June  24,  ie45, 
framed  to  bee-xecuted  even  in  the  event  of  the  mere  ilecla- 
ralion  of  war,  much  more  in  the  event  of  actual  hostilities. 
Those  instructions  you  were  ordered  to  carry  out  ^  at  once.' 

"  In  my  letter  of  August  5, 1845,  the  receipt  of  which  you 
acknowledged  ou  the  28ih  January,  1846,  relt;iringto  ihcm, 
I  said:  '/u //le  creTi^  0/ war,  you  will  obey  the  instructions 
recently  addressed  to  you  via  Panama.'  In  my  letter  of  Oc- 
tober 17, 1845,  of  which  you  acknowledge  the  receipt  on  the 
17lh  of  March,  1846,  referring  to  these  instructions  once 
more,  I  said  turther:  'In  the  event  of  actual  hostilities  be- 
'  tween  the  Mexican  Government  and  our  own,  you  will  so 
'  dispose  of  your  whole  force  as  to  carry  out  most  eflectually 
'  the  objects  specified  in  the  instructions  forwarded  to  you 
'  from  the  department,  in  view  of  such  a  contingency.'  And 
surely  tliere  is  no  ambiguity  in  this  language. 

"And  in  my  letter  of  the  93d  ofl'ebruary  last, sent  through 
Mexico,  1  remarked:  'This  letter  is  sent  to  you  overland, 
'  cnclused,  as  you  suggest,  to  Messrs.  Mott,  Talbot,  St  Co., 
'  Maiiatlan,and  you  xvtil readily  understand  the  reserve  with 
'  which  it  is  written.' 

"  The  department,  on  August  5,  1845,  had  also  told  you 
'  that  your  lorce  should  not  be  weakened  while  hostililies 
'  aie  threatened  l)y  Mexico.'  Your  course  was  particularly 
approved  in  detaining  the  frigate  Constitution. 

"  The  department  will  hope  that  a  more  urgent  necessity 
than  a.s  yet  appears,  existed  for  the  otherwise  premature  re- 
turn of  that  vessel. 

"  The  department  willingly  believes  in  the  purity  of  your 
inleiitions.     }iul  your  anxieiynol  to  do  wrong,  liiu  led  you  into 
a  most  unjortunalc  atid  unwarrantulilc  ii^clivily. 
"  Very  r,espectfully,  yours, 

"GEORGE  BANCROFT. 

"Com.  John  U.  Si.oat, 

"  Coin'i;  U.  S.  naval  forces  in  the  Pacific  Ocean." 

This  is  the  letter  of  recall  to  Commodore  Sloat; 
recalling  him  for  inactivity;  for  delay  in  commen- 
cing hostilities;  for  his  unfortunate  anxiety  not  to 
do  wrong,  h  is  full  proof,  not  only  of  authority 
to  act,  but  of  blame  for  not  acting..    Commodore  ' 


Stockton  succeeded  Commodore  Sloat.  He  acted, 
and  Fremont  with  him;  and  the  mass  of  these 
claims,  the  whole,  except  the  insignificant  amount 
accruing  during  the  first  thirty  days  under  the  flag 
of  independence,  arose  under  the  command  of 
Commodore  Stockton, and  weie  doubly  authorized 
both  by  his  position  as  commander  on  the  Califor- 
nia station,  by  the  reiterated  orders  to  the  naval 
commanders,  and  by  the  express  approbation  of 
his  conduct  since  he  returned  home. 

The  operations  without  authority  limit  them- 
selves, then,  to  about  thirty  days  of  time  at  the 
commencement,  and  will  not  require  forty  thou- 
sand dollars  to  pay  them;  and  for  that  sum  the 
United  States  received  more  than  the  amount  at  the 
time  in  horses,  cattle,  cannon,  and  muskets,  taken 
from  the  enemy  and  delivered  to  the  United  Stales 
or  used  in  her  service.  Eighteen  brass  cannon, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  stand  of  muskets,  four  or 
five  hundred  cattle,  and  nearly  double  as  many 
horses,  taken  under  the  independent  flag,  went  to 
the  United  States.  These  materials  of  war  went 
to  the  United  States,  and  were  worth  full  fifty 
thousand  dollars  in  money.  The  United  States 
recei/ed,  then,  in  materials  of  war,  more  than  it 
is  asked  to  pay  for  these  unauthorized  operations. 
She  received  horses,  eattle,  cannon,  and  muskets, 
to  more  than  the  value;  and  we  are  ready  to  put 
a  proviso  to  the  bill  limiting  the  amount  to  be  paid 
for  these  operations  to  a  less  sum  than  the  value 
of  the  articles  actually  received.  But  this  would 
be  but  a  poor  way  of  settling  the  account.  The 
United  States  received  all  the  fruits  of  the  revolur 
tionary  movement;  she  received  all  the  benefits  of 
the  movement :  and  these  benefits  were  of  a  kind 
not  to  be  weighed  or  measured  against  money. 
She  received  all  the  northern  half  of  California, 
conquered  to  her  hand,  before  the  naval  forces  be- 
gan to  act;  and  this  half  so  received  by  her  has 
remained  tranquil  in  her  hands  ever  since.  It 
broke  up  the  ju?i(as  for  transferring  the  country  to 
the  protection  of  Great  Britain,  and  stopped  the 
grants  and  sales  of  the  public  domain  to  British 
subjects;  and  arrested  the  proceedings  in  the  Mac- 
namara  grant  of  three  thousand  square  leagues  be- 
fore the  grant  was  complete,  and  all  the  original 
papers  of  which  have  been  brought  to  the  United 
States.  It  induced  Commodore  Sloat  to  change 
his  mind  after  he  had  been  five  days  at  Monterey, 
and  decided  him  to  take  pos.session  of  the  place, 
thus  anticipating  the  arrival  of  the  British  Admiral 
by  a  few  days,  and  converting  his  arrival  into 
benefit  instead  of  harm.  For  when  he  did  arrive, 
finding  the  place  in  possession  of  the  United  States, 
he  saw  that  his  mission  was  at  an  end,  and  went 
off  as  suddenly  and  mysteriously  as  he  came, 
abandoning  California  to  its  new  masters,  and 
putting  an  end  to  all  hope  of  British  protection. 
Finally,  it  sav^  the  Aimerican  settlers  from  de- 
struction, gave  a  body  of  organized  and  victorious 
land  forces  to  the  United  States  to  act  with  the 
navy,  and  presented  to  the  view  of  the  British  Ad- 
miral that  camp  of  mounted  riflemen  which  had 
such  a  discouraging  efl'ect  upon  his  mind,  and  such 
an  encouraging  one  upon  the  minds  of  the  naval 
forces. 

These  were  the  benefits  received  by  the  United 
States  from  the  movement  under  the  independent 
flag.  They  are  above  price,  and  beyond  dispute. 
The  historical  depositions  taken  by  the  committee 
prove  everything,  and  the  despatch  of  Commodore 
Sloat  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  of  July  31, 
1846,  coincides  witli  the  sworn  testimony  in  show- 
ing the  happy  effects  all  this  had  upon  the  British 
Admiral's  visit,  converting  it  into  a  benefit  instead 
of  a  mischief.     He  says  : 

"On  tin-  lOth  the  Jiritish  Admiral,  Sir  George  F.  Seymour, 
arrived  in  the  Collingwood,  80.  An  olficer  was  immediately 
sent  to  tender  him  the  usual  courtesies  and  the  laciliti(?%  of 
'he  port.  He  was  subsequently  furnished  with  a  set  of  top- 
galliintinasts  and  other  spars  for  his  ship,  and  sailed  on  the 
23d  for  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

"The  visit  of  the  Admiral  was  very  serviceable  to  ourcause 
in  California,  as  the  iuliabitants  fully  believed  lie  vould  tahe 
part  uith  tlicin,  and  iliat  ve  wouUl  be  obliged  to  abandon  our 
conquest;  hul  ulien  they  saw  the  friendly  intercourse  suiisisling 
tictiientus,  and  found  that  he  could  not  intaferein  their  be- 
half, they  abandoned  all  Itope  of  ever  seeing  the  Mexican  flag 
flying  in  California  again."  ^ 

Thus  the  British  Admiral  disappointed  the' ex- 
pectations of  the  British  party  in  California.  He 
came  as  they  expected,  but  when  he  came  he  did 
nothing.  He  did  not  interfere  in  their  behalf;  he 
behaved  friendly.  He  went  oil"  in  a  few  days, 
carrying  with  him  the  emissary  Macnamara;  and 
on  his  departure  the  inhabitants  lost  all  hope  of 
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ever  seeins;  the  Mexican  flag  again  flying  in  Cali- 
fornia. Thus  was  California  saved  from  passing, 
like  the  Mosquito  coast,  and  so  many  other  places, 
under  British  protection.  California  was  saved  I 
And  how  came  it  to  be  saved?     Because  Mr.  Fre- 

•  moni,  his  topographical  corps,  and  the  settlers,  had 
overturned  the  Mexican  authority  before  he  ar- 
rived— had  extinguished  the  British  party — had 
induced  Commodore  Sloat  to  take  possession  of 
Monterey,  and  he  himself,  with  his  battalion,  had 
come  down  to  the  coast  to  second  the  operations 
of  the  navy.  This  saved  California.  All  the  depo- 
sitions attribute  these  results  to  Mr.  Fremont's 
movement;  and  his  coming  down  to  Monterey  to 
join  the  naval  forces  was  the  crowning  act  of  his 
whole  conduct.  It  was  decisive  upon  the  minds  of 
both  British   and  Americans.     It  showed  a  land 

*  force,  already  victorious  over  the  Mexican  author- 
ities, ready  to  net  with  the  navy.  A  camp  of 
mounted  riflemen  suddenly  appearing,  and  as  if  by 
magic,  was  an  impressive  sight  both  to  British  and 
Americans.  It  discouraged  one  as  much  as  it  en- 
couraged the  other,  and  assured  the  conquest  of 
all  the  remaining  part  of  California.  Lieutenant 
Minor,  of  the  navy,  then  in  Commodore  Sloat's 
squadron,  lias  well  testified  to  all  this.     He  says; 

"  The  uisdersigripd  was  on  duty  on  shore  when  Captain 
Fr^inonl,  arrived  witli  his  force  at  Monterey  from  the  north. 
The  undersigned  believes  that  the  appearance  of  this  body 
of  men,  and  the  well  known  character  of  its  coninianiler,  not 
only  made  a  strong ijnpressioii  upon  the  British  Admiral  and 
ollicers,  but  an  equally  impressive  and  more  happy  one  upon 
tliose  of  the  American  navy  then  in  jMonterey.  For  himself, 
the  undersigned  can  say,  that  after  he  had  seen  Captain  Fre 
mnnt's  command,  all  his  doubts  regarding  the  conquest  of 
California  were  removed." 

Such  is  the  testimony  borne  by  Lieutenant  Mi- 
nor to  the  decisive  efl'ect  which  the  appearance  of 
Fremont's  riflemen  made  upon  the  minds  of  both 
British  and  Americans  at  that  time.  It  was  cer- 
tainly a  strange  and  impressive  spectacle  to  see  a 
body  of  American  riflemen  at  such  a  place,  and  at 
.  such  a  time — three  thousand  miles  from  home — 
on  the  coast  of  the  Pacific — already  victorious  over 
the  Mexican  .authorities,  and  ready  to  cooperate 
with  the  naval  forces  in  repulsing  British  interfer- 
ence, and  in  pursuing  the  conquest  of  California 
to  its  conclusion.  Immediately  after,  they  went 
to  sea  under  Commodore  Stockton,  sailed  five 
hundred  miles  down  the  coast,  and  disembarked 
for  new  services  on  land.  But  I  forbear.  The  ob- 
ject of  these  few  remarks  was  to  show,  not  the 
services  of  the  California  battalion  in  the  whole 
war,  but  only  for  the  first  thirty  days,  while  acting 
under  the  flag  of  independence,  without  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  Mexican  war,  and  without  orders 
from  the  Government.  I  mean  only-to  show  the 
value  of  these  services,  and  that  all  their  fruits 
went  to  the  United  States;  and  that  the  amount  to 
be  paid  for  those  services  under  this  bill  will  be 
less  than  the  value  of  the  horses,  cattle,  arms, 
and  cannon  delivered  to  the  United  States,  to  say 
nothing  of  benefits  of  a  diflferent  kind,  above  price 
and  above  calculation. 

The  bill  and  the  amendment  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee are  drawn  with  the  view  to  settle  up  and  to 
close  up  forever  this  business  of  the  California 
claims.  It  is  obvious  what  a  mine  of  fraud  they 
must  become  if  not  settled  up  and  closed  up  quick- 
ly and  forever.  For  this  purpose  the  claims 
are  to  be  examined  on  the  spot  where  they  oc- 
curred before  they  are  allowed.  They  are  to  be 
examined  by  those  who  know  the  truth  and  jus- 
tice of  every  transaction — able  to  detect  at  once 
all  false  or  exaggerated  claims — and  barring  for- 
ever all  that  are  not  presented  and  allowed  with- 
in  the  limited  time.      It  also  closes  up  another 

source  of  fruitful  and  almost  perpetual  claims 

that  of  claims  for  lost  horses.  This  is  a  most  ex- 
pensive incident  of  the  mounted  service — great  in 
Itself,  and  great  in  its  continuance,  and  hard  to  be 
brought  to  a  close.  This  amendme;it,  if  adopted, 
will  prevent  all  such  claims  from  coming  from 
California.  It  will  close  them  all  up  at  the  start. 
It  makes  an  allowance  for  forage,  at  the  rate  of 
twelve  and  a  half  cents  a  day,  in  addition  to  the 
forty  cents  a  day  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the  horse 
— an  allowance  J'jstly  made,  as  no  forage  was  ever 
furnished  the  California  battalion  by  the  United 
States,  and  the  horses  were  subsisted  upon  grass 
while  watched  and  guarded  by  the  men.  The 
^Ohole  compensation  is  made  into  a  gross  sum, 
(consisting  of  the  items  of  pay,  clothing,  use  and 
risk  of  horse,  and  forag;,)  and  offered  in  full  of 
all  demands  for  horses  lost  for  any  cause,  or  by 


any  means  whatever.  It  would  doubtless  be  ad- 
vantageous to  the  United  States  to  settle  with  all 
their  mounted  forces  on  the  same  terms. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  rose  to  address  the  Sen- 
ate, but  the  hour  being  late,  he  moved,  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  Senators  around  him,  that  the  Senate 
adjourn;  which  motion  was  adopted,  and  the  Sen- 
ate adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  Jpril  26,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  asked  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  of  which  previous  notice  had  been 
given. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  first  business  in 
order  to  be  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
made  the  6th  instant,  recommending  the  printing 
of  an  extra  number  of  the  correspondence  between 
the  Secretary  of  War  and  Generals  Scott  and 
Taylor,  and  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
Mr.  Trist. 

After  several  inquiries  and  suggestions — 
Mr.  CLINGMAN  said  he  had  no  disposition 
to  create  delay;  all  he  wished  was,  that  before  the 
order  was  given  to  print,  the  whole  of  the  docu- 
ments should  have  been  obtained.  It  had  been 
intimated  that  an  Executive  message  now  on  the 
Speaker's  table  contained  the  remainder  of  the 
correspondence  called  for.  He  presumed  it  might 
be  now  read  by  the  general  consent  of  the  House; 
and  if  such  should  turn  out  to  be  the  fact,  the  whole 
subject  could  be  disposed  of  by  ordering  the  print- 
ing of  an  extra  number  of  the  whole.  He  did  not 
wish  to  send  out  an  extra  number  of  an  imperfect 
correspondence. 

The  SPEAKER  thereupon,  by  general  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  message  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  communicating  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  with  accompanying  docu- 
ments, submitted  by  him  as  embracing  the  papers 
and  the  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  Major  General  Scott,  called  for  by  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
17th  instant. 

The  message  and  accompanying  documents  were 
laid  on  the  table,  and  the  usual  number  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  amend  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  made  on  the 
6th  instant,  recommending  the  printing  of  an  extra 
number  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  and  Generals  Scott  and  Taylor,  and 
between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Mr.  Trist,  so 
as  to  include  the  message  atjti  documents  just  laid 
before  the  House. 

After  some  suggestions,  the  motion  was  laid 
over  until  to-morrow. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

The  SPEAKER  proceeded  to  call  the  Commit- 
tees for  reports. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Jose  ArgoteVillalobos,  Marie  Rose, 
Frangois  Felix,  Marquis  de  Fougeres,  their  heirs 
or  legal  representatives,  reported  the  same  back  to 
the  House  without  amendment.     Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  Committee,  reported  a  bill 
to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  clairns  against  the 
United  States,  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
of  Lieutenant  Richard  E.  Cochran.  .  Read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  LIGON,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Smith 
and  Simeon  Darden,  reported  the  same  back  to  the 
House  without  amendment.     Committed. 

Mr.  DANIEL,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  A.  Fenton. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  to  refund 
a  penalty  remitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  John  Hurdorp.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  GREGORY,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported bills  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Leggett, 
and  for  the  relief  of  certain  clerks  in  the  New  York 
custom-house  in  the  year  1841.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  GRINNELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  erection  of  certain 
light-houses,,  and  for  other  purposes.  Read  and 
committed. 


Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  create 
the  office  of  surveyor  general  of  the  public  lands  in 
the  Territory  of  Oregon,  and  grant  donation  rights 
to  settlers  therein,  and  for  other  purposes,  reported 
the  same  back  to  the  House  with  an  amendatory 
bill.     Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a  bill 
in  addition  to  an  act  therein  named:  [it  relates  to  a 
grant  of  land  to  the  trustees  of  the  Wabash  and 
Erie  Canal  Company.]     Read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a  bill 
in  relation  to  military  land  warrants.  Read  a  first 
and  second  time. 

Mr.  C.  asked  to  have  the  bill  put  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

The  question  was  put  on  ordering  the  bilt  to  be 
engrossed,  and  it  was  agreed  to.  The  bill  being 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  therein 
named  [i.  e.  concerning  a  grant  of  land  to  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  Company]  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Urvion.     Agreed  to.  • 

Mr.  C.  would  briefly  explain-the  substance  and 
only  object  of  this  bill;  and  when  it  was  under- 
stood, he  felt  assured  that  no  one  would  object  to 
the  bill  being  at  once  put  upon  its  passage.  A 
grant  of  land  had  been  made  by  Congress  to  the 
State  of  Illinois  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the 
Erie  and  Wabash  canal.  The  land  granted  was 
to  consist  of  alternate  sections  for  iive  miles  on  each 
side  of  the  proposed  route  of  the  canal.  Some  por- 
tion of  this  land  the  State  got;  but  on  examination 
it  was  found  that  other  portions  of  it  were  covered 
by  Indian  reservations,  while  other  portions  be- 
longed to  preemptors.  The  windings  of  the  canal 
were  such  as  rendered  it  impracticable  for  the  State 
to  get,  bounded  by  straight  lines,  the  quantity  of 
land  intended  to  be  given,  by  allowing  alternate 
sections  for  five  miles  on  each  side  of  it.  To  make 
up  the  deficit  in  quantity  thus  arising  was  the  sole 
purpose  of  the  present  bill,  so  that  the  canal  com- 
missioners might  be  enabled  to  complete  their  con- 
tract for  the  construction  of  the  canal. 
After  some  suggestions  by  Mr.  SIMS — 
The  bill  v/as  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  and  was 
engrossed,  uead  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  from  iheCommittee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
and  children  of  Captain  Robert  Gray,  the  discov- 
erer of  the  Columbia  river.    Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Ofiice  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a 
bill  to  limit  the  amount  of  compensation  to  be  paid 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  over  railroads 
and  on  steamboats  in  certain  cases.  Read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  continue, 
alter,  and  amend  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington.    Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSQLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  in  part 
the  12th  section  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the 
regulation  of  seamen  on  board  the  public  and  pri- 
vate vessels  of  the  United  States.''  Read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  asked  leave  to  offer 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  l>ills  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day 
for  the  third  Tuesday  of  May. 

Being  objected  to,  it  was  not  received. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  of  the  House  to  change 
the  place  of  holding  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  middle  district  of  Alabama,  and  for 
other  purposes,  reported  the  same  back  to  the 
House  with  an  amendment.     Committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PETTIT,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  was  discharged  from  the  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  of  the  13th  of  March,  1848, 
directing  them  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
allowing  defendants  in  criminal  cases  in  the  courts 
of  the  United  States  to  examine  witnesses  in  their 
behalf  on  commission. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts, 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  was  dis- 
charged from  the  petitions  of  the  heirs  of  Joseph 
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Frederick,  deceased,  and  of  the  heirs  of  Jacob  Nut- 
ter.    Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  i-elief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Thomas  Jett,  deceased.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  IVERSON,from  the  same  committee, .made 
adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  William  Shippen,  deceased,  and  of 
the  heirs  of  William  Campbell,  deceased.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  H.  M.  Salomon,  legal  representative  of  Haym 
Salomon.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  House 
bill  supplemental  to  an  act  to  confirm  the  survey 
and  location  of  claims  for  land  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi, east  of  Pearl  river  and  south  of  the  31st 
degree  of  north  latitude,  approved  March  3,  1845, 
reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  without 
amendment.     Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  a  bill  amend- 
atory of  an  act,  approved  on  the  26th  of  May,  1824, 
and  recnacted  on  the  17th  of  June,  1844,  entitled 
"  An  act  enal)ling  claimants  to  lands  within  the 
limits  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  Territory  of 
Arkansas  to  institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity 
of  their  claims."     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  WICK,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an 
adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  George  Green. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WICK,  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims  was  discharged  from  the  let- 
ter of  George  Green,  relative  to  the  claim  of  the 
heirs  of  William  McGee;  and  that  the  petitioner 
have  leave  to  withdraw  the  same. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  to  con- 
firm the  survey  and  location  of  claims  for  land  in 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  east  of  Pear!  river  and 
south  of  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

After  a  short  debate,  by  Messrs.  DICKEY, 
BROWN  of  Mississippi,  and  TOMPKINS,  the 
motion  to  reconsider  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  RUMSEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  MaryToorea  and  Frederic  Grove,  heirs  of 
William  McGhee,  deceased.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CATHCART,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Israel 
Johnson.     Read  and  committed 

Mr.  BARPtlNGER,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  which  was  referred  the  House  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Abraham  Hogeboom,  deceased,  reported  the 
same  back  to  the  House  without  amendment. 
Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  an  adverse  re- 
port upon  the  petition  of  George  McGuire.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  .same  committee,  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  Tliiit  tliu  .Secretary  of  War  cause  to  lie  comniu- 
rioaloU  to  tlii-i  House  lliK  report  of  Messrs.  IJrevvster  and 
Harden,  late  coiiiiiiissioiiers  appointed  to  adjudicate  tlie 
claims  arising  under  tlie  Clierokee  treat}'  ofl8ii5-li. 

Mr.  MclLVAINE,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  joint  resolution  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  deficiencies  to  the  Shawnee  Indians. 
Read  and  committed.  ^ 

Mr.  BURT,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill  of  the  House 
to  provide  for  bringing  home  to  the  United  States 
the  reinains  of  tlic  deceased  officers  and  soldiers  of 
our  countiy  who  were  killed  in  battle  or  who  died 
in  Mexico  during  the  present  war,  leported  the 
same  back  to  the  House  with  the  recommendation 
that  it  be  laid  on  the  table;  and  it  was  accordingly 
laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  .same  committee,  reported  a  bill 
to  establish  an  arsenal  of  construction  at  Atalanta, 
in  the  State  of  Georgia.     Read  and  committed. 

THE  GENERALS  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  B.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  the 
following  bill  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
supplemental  to  an  act  entitled  '  An  a(;t  providin"- 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  existing  war  between 
the  United  StJites  and  the  Uepiiblic  of  Mexico, 
and  for  other  purposes  :'  " 

Be  it  enacted,  ((r..,  'J'liat  the  proviso  of  the  first  coction  of 
nn  act  approved  the  I8tli  day  of  .lunc,  I84(),  in  the  (ollowinjr 
words:  '  That  when  the  war  with  Mexico  Hhull  be  terininu- 


ted  by  a  delioitive  treaty  of  peace,  duly  concluded  and  rati- 
Iied,the  number  of  m.njor  generals  in  the  army  shall  be 
reduced  to  one,  and  the  number  of  brigadier  generals  shall 
be  reduced  to  two;  and  the  President  of  the  Linited  States 
is  authorized  and  directed  to  select  from  the  whole  number 
which  may  then  be  in  office,  without  regard  to  date  of  their 
coinmissiuiis,  the  number  to  be  rotameu,  and  cause  the  re- 
mainder to  be  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United 
States,''  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through — 

Mr.  BURT  said  it  was  known  to  the  House 
that  the  act  of  the  18th  June,  1846,  directed  that  so 
soon  as  a  treaty  of  peace  should  have  been  con- 
cluded with  Mexico,  the  number  of  major  generals, 
which  by  tlmt  act  was  raised  to  two,  should  be 
reduced  to  one,  and  the  number  of  brigadier  gen- 
erals, which  by  that  act  was  raised  to  four,  should 
be  reduced  to  two.  We  were  in  constant  expect- 
ation of  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
Mexico;  and  when  that  should  liave  been  accom- 
plished, under  the  act  of  1846,  it  would  become  the 
imperative  duty  of  the  President  to  select  from  the 
two  Major  Generals  one  to  be  retained,  and  from 
the  four  Brigadier  Generals  two  to  be  retained, 
without  reference  to  the  dale  of  their  commissions. 
It  would  be  seen  that  the  terms  of  the  act  required 
that  a  reduction  of  the  Major  and  Brigadier  Gen- 
erals should  be  made,  thereby  anticipating  consid- 
eration by  this  House,  when  a  treaty  of  peace 
should  be  ratified,  on  tlie  subject  of  a  reduction  of 
the  army  to  a  peace  establishment.  There  would 
be  no  alternative,  unless  this  bill  should  be  passed, 
and  one  or  the  other  of  the  major  generals — either 
General  Scott,  or  General  Taylor — must,  under  the 
proviso  of  the  act  of  June  18,  1846,  be  discharged 
from  tlie  service  of  the  United  Stales.  It  was 
known  to  the  House  that  Major  General  Taylor 
received  his  appointment  under  the  authority  of 
the  act  of  18th  June,  1846.  He  was  now  aMajor 
General,  and  either  he  or  General  Scott  must  ne- 
cessarily, unless  this  bill  be  passed,  and  the  pro- 
viso of  the  law  of  1646  repealed,  be  discharged 
from  the  service  of  the  United  Stales.  He  was 
sure  it  was  not  the  disposition  of  the  House  in  ad- 
vance to  determine  that  either  one  or  the  other  of 
these  Generals  should  be  deprived  of  his  commis- 
sion and  dismissed  from  the  service. 

Mr.  BOYD  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
The  effect  of  this  bill  would  be  to  double  the  num- 
ber of  Major  Generals  and  the  Brigadier  Generals 
over  the  number  which  were  found  in  the  service 
when  we  entered  into  this  war.  To  this  he  was 
opposed,  and  he  therefore  hoped  it  would  be  the 
pleasure  of  the  House  to  send  this  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BURT  begged  to  state  to  the  House  and  to 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  that  the  reference  of 
this  bill  as  proposed  would  be  equivalent  to  its  re- 
jeciion.  It  would  produce  that  result  thus:  If  the 
bill,  as  it  was  reported  from  the, Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Aii'aira,  should  be  committed  to  the  Commii- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  it  would 
take  its  place  on  the  calendar,  and,  according  to 
the  order  of  the  business  of  this  House,  he  feared 
it  would  not  be  reached  during  the  present  session. 
He  therefore  warned  the  House,  if  it  meant  to  re- 
ject this  bill,  and  to  superinduce  the  necessity  of 
one  of  those  Major  Generals  going  out  of  commis- 
sion on  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
Mexico,  that  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  would  effectually 
accomplish  it. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  he  should  be  surprised  if  the 
House  should  adopt  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Boyd.]  It  would  be  recol- 
lected, that  in  the  year  1846,  an  act  was  passed 
supplemental  loan  act  entitled  "An  act  providing 
for  the  prosecution  of  the  existing  war  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  in  which  there  was  a  pro- 
vision by  which  it  was  made  the  imperative  duty 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war  with  Mexico,  to  reduce  the 
number  of  major  generals  that  might  then  be  in 
commission  to  one,  and  the  brigadier  generals  to 
two,  "and  the  President  of  the  United  States  is 
'  authorized  and  directed  to  select  from  the  whole 
'  number  which  may  then  be  in  office,  without 
'  regard  to  the  date  of  their  commissions,  the  num- 
'  ber  to  be  retained,  and  cause  the  remainder  to  be 
'  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United  Slates." 
Now,  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  not  the 
iirteniion  of  the  Congress  by  which  this  law  was 
passed  to  apply  this  provision  to  other  than  ths 


regular  service  of  the  United  States.  ,  He  believed 
it  was  not  intended  that  the  major  generals  and 
brigadier  generals  of  the  volunteer  forces  should 
be  made  to  supersede  those  of  the  regular  service; 
and  yet,  it  would  be  seen,  so  loose  was  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  act,  it  might  be  made  to  apply  to  the 
whole  number  of  generals  in  service  at  the  termi- 
nation of  the  war.  If  this  war  should  cease  to- 
morrow, and  information  that  a  treaty  of  peace 
had  been  ratified  between  this  Government  and 
Mexico  should  come  to  us,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  would  have  no  alternative  but  to 
discharge  not  only  the  volunteer  officers,  but  one  > 
of  the  major  generals  now  in  cominission  in  the 
regular  service.  Either  Major  General  Scott  or 
Major  General  Taylor  would  be  necessarily  de- 
prived of  his  commission.  Now,  he  could  not 
bring  himself  to  the  belief  that  it  was  the  purpose 
of  this  House  to  require  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  discharge  either  of  those  major  generals, 
and  to  exercise  his  discretion  in  the  selection  be- 
tween them.  And  yet  if  this  bill  were  not  passed 
it  would  be  unavoidable,  for  hy  the  law  of  1846 
the  President  had  no  discretion  but  to  do  it.  The 
promotion  of  General  Taylor  from  a  brigadier's 
commission  to  that  of  a  major  general,  it  was  well 
known,  was  the  result  of  brilliant  services,  and  he 
understood  the  President  was  desirous  to  avoid 
being  placed  in  a  position  in  which  he  would  be 
required  to  choose  between  General  Scott  and  Gen- 
eral Taylor. 

Mr.  CABELL.  There  will  be  no  difficulty  re- 
specting that  matter,  for  we  shall  make  one  the 
Presidentof  these  United  States, and  then  the  other 
major  general  will  remain  of  course. 

Mr.  BOTTS  repealed  that  he  understood  the 
President  did  not  wish  such  duties  to  be  lodged  in 
his  hands,  but  there  it  would  remain  if  this  bill 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union;  for,  in  the  language  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Soutli  Carolina,  [Mr.  Burt,]  such  a 
reference  would  be  equivalent  to  its  rejection.  He 
hoped  the  bill  would  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  hoped  the  bill  would 
not  be  put  upon  its  passage,  but  that  it  would  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  If  the  treaty  of  peace  should 
be  ratified,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  President 
to  act  under  the  law  of  1846,  and  if  it  were  not 
ratified,  of  course  he  would  not  be  called  upon  to 
a(?t.  But,  suppose  the  treaty  should  be  ratified, 
and  it  becanre  necessary  to  reduce  the  army — and 
in  such  an  event,  he  supposed  all  would  agree  that 
such  a  necessity  would  present  itself — was  it  for 
this  House,  was  it  for  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  say,  in  reducing  the  army,  which  of  those 
officers  shall  be  dismissed  from  the  service.''  He 
hoped  it  was  not  the  purpose  of  any  gentleman 
there  to  retain  all  the  officers  and  men  who  had 
been  brought  into  the  service  since  the  war  began. 
And  when  it  became  necessary  to  make  the  reduc- 
tion, would  it  be  the  province  of  Congress  to  des- 
ignate who  should  go^out?  Would  not  that  be 
substiintially  to  exerci.se  the  appointing  power, 
which  was  now  vested  in  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States — a  power  which,  according  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  could  not  be  exercised 
by  Congress  under  any  circumstances  whatever? 
He  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr. 
BoTTs,]  that  the  law  passed  in  1846  was  rather 
anomalous  in  its  terms.  It  provided  that  the  two 
major  generals  should  be  reduced  to  one,  and  the 
four  brigadier  generals  to  two,  and  that  number, 
he  conceived,  would  be  amply  sufficient.  But  this 
anomalous  act  also  provided  that  the  President 
should  determine  the  person.  This  was  not,  he 
was  aware,  the  proper  time  to  discuss  the  merits 
of  this  bill,  nor  the  subject  of  the  reduction  of  the 
army.  Wedidnot  know  yet  that  we  could  reduce 
the  army,  or  that  the  circumstances  would  be  such 
as  to  require  its  reduction.  But  he  desired  that 
this  bill  should  ^o  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  that  e.\e.ry  member  of 
the  House  might  have  an  opportunity  to  investi- 
gate the  subject.  And  if  the  treaty  should  be  rati- 
fied, and  if  ii  should  not  then  be  thought  proper  to 
save  both  General  Scotland  General  Taylor  to  the 
service,  and  their  friends  should  not  make  one  of 
them  President,  and  leave  the  other  ncces.sarily  in 
commission,  he  would  ?ny,  leave  it  where  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  left  it,  with  thePresi-- 
dent  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  STANTON  was  sorry  to  hear  his  honora- 
ble colleague  raise  his  voice  in  opposition  to  this 
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bill.  He  was  sorry,  because  he  thought  the  cir- 
cumstiinces  were  such  as  to  require  this  bill  to  be 
passed  immediately,  without  the  slightest  delay. 
He  was  sure  that  no  man  on  his  side  of  the  House 
who  considered  the  policy  that  it  was  proper  for 
them  as  a  party  to  pursue,  would  desire  that  the 
President,  or  that  they  themselves,  should  be  re- 
duced to  the  alternative  of  dismissing  either  Gen- 
eral Taylor  or  General  Scott  from  the  service.  Let 
it  be  remembered,  and  he  called  the  particular 
attention  of  his  colleague  to  the  lact,  thsCt  the  law 
of  1846,  the  operation  of  a  proviso  of  which  it  was 
now  deemed  necessary  to  prevent,  was  passed  be- 
fore anything  had  been  done  by  one  of  those  distin- 
guished men  in  the  battle-fields  of  Mexico.  Those 
great  battles,  except  those  which  procured  for  Gen- 
eral Taylor  the  reward  of  a  major  general's  com- 
mission, had  not  then  been  fought.  He  repeated 
that  he  did  not  believe  it  would  be  their  policy, 
speaking  as  a  party,  or  in  any  other  point  of  view, 
he  knew  not  that  it  would  be  consistent  with  the 
gratitude  due  for  the  services  of  those  distinguished 
men,  to  dismiss  either  of  them  from  the  position 
which  they  have  attained.  He  had  no  hesitation 
to  announce  his  disposition  to  retain  both  of  them 
as  long  as  they  lived. 

Mr.  JONES.   I  am  not  for  that— that's  certain. 
Mr.  STANTON.     With  the  prestige  of  their 
great  services  about  them,'he  would  not  attempt  to 
dismiss  them  from  the  service  under  the  operation 
of  that  bill. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  said,  as  he  in- 
tended to  vote  to  commit  this  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  he  felt 
called  upon  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carohna,  [Mr.  Burt,]  and  the' 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Botts.]  He  could 
not  agree  with  those  gentlemen  in  their  position, 
tliat  to  refer  a  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  was  to  defeat  it.  He  did 
not  so  understand  the  practice  or  the  rules  of  this 
House;  and  he  desired  to  protest  against  such  a 
doctrine.  Gentlemen  need  not  warn  the  House  of 
the  effect  of  particular  voles;  itis  to  be  presumed, at 
least,  that  members  understand  not  only  the  rules 
of  the  House,  but  also  their  duty  to  the  country. 

If  it  be  the  defeat  of  a  bill  so  to  refer  it,  why,  he 
would  ask,  are  all  other  bills  referred.'  Appro- 
priation bills,  "  loar  bills,"  and  others  of  the  utmost 
importance,  are  so  referred;  and  he  had  yet  to 
learn  that  such  reference  was  intended  to  defeat 
them,  or  that  it  would  have  that  effect. 

Mr.  BOTTS  desired  permission  to  explain.  The 
gentleman  from  Alabama  was  aware  that  a  rule  ex- 
isted by  which  bills  were  placed  on  the  calendar  in 
the  order  of  their  reference,  and  that  appropriation 
bills  could  be  taken  up  out  of  their  order,  giving 
them  the  precedence  over  others  that  might  have 
been  first  reported.  If,  then,  this  billshould  go  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  would  take  its 
place  behind  all  others,  and  probably  it  would  not 
be  reached  this  session. 

Mr.  HOUSTOi\  said  he  was  aware  of  the  ex- 
istence and  terms  of  the  rule  referred  to;  but  gen- 
tlemen surely  expected  to  do  more  than  pass  the 
appropriation  bills  before  the  adjournment  of  this 
session.  There  was  ample  time,  if  it  were  indus- 
triously used,  to  pass  the  war  bills,  the  appropria- 
tions, and  all  other  important  bills  now  before  us; 
and  if  this  one  had  a  majority  of  friends  in  the 
House,  no  one  could  doubt  but  that  it  would  be 
passed  before  the  adjournment;  and  this  new  doc- 
trine, which  gentlemen  had  advanced,  existed  only 
in  their  imaginations,  and  not  in  the  practice  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  H.  said  he  did  not  intend,  on  the  present 
occasion,  to  enter  into  a  lengthened  argument  upon 
the  merits  of  this  bill;  he  intended  to  vote  against 
it,  and  especially  if  pressed  upon  the  House  out  of 
time  and  place,  and  without  proper  discussion, 
withoutgiving  members  an  opportunity  to  examine 
into  its  merits  or  demerits.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Stamton]  seemed  astonished  that 
anyone  on  this  "  sideoftht  House"  should  be  found 
to  vote  against  this  bill.  Does  he  mean  to  say  that 
this  side  of  the  House  is,  or  should  be,  "  for  a  large 
standing  army?"  If  so,  he  mistakes  the  position 
of  his  political  friends,  at  least  so  far  as  he  (Mr. 
H.)  had  any  knowledge  of  their  views  upon  this 
subject.  JVIr.  H.  said,  if  he  had  been  able  to  un- 
derstand the  position  of  the  Democratic  party  in 
relation  to  the  army,  it  was,  that  they  wanted  a 
large  army  in  time  of  war,  but  a  small  one  in  time 
of  peace.  They  desired  a  small  peace  esltiblishmenl. 


He  did  not  intend  to  say  how  large.  He  did  not 
say  how  much,  if  any  larger,  it  should  be  after  this 
war  should  terminate  than  the  old  peace  establish- 
ment. That  point  was  not  now  legitimately  before 
the  House.  When  it  shall  come  up,  however,  he 
would  be  ready  to  act,  and  meet  the  responsibility 
growing  out  of  such  action.  He  would  repeal, 
however,  now,  that  he  was  opposed  to  a  large  army 
in  peace,  and  would  vote  to  reduce  it  to  a  proper 
standard  when  the  time  shall  arrive  which  renders 
it  necessary.  Our  republican  institutions  forbid 
the  idea  of  a  large  peace  army;  the  spirit  and  sen- 
timent of  the  people  forbid  it. 

We  have  been  told  that  our  policy,  as  a  party, 
requires  the  passage  of  this  bill.  Are  such  argu- 
ments to  be  presented  to  influence  the  votes  of  the 
representatives  of  freemen.'  Are  party  feelings 
to  be  appealed  to  for  the  purpose  of  passing  or 
defeating  a  bill,  regardless  of  the  great  interest  of 
the  country.'  Jf  so,  then  indeed  has  the  time  ar- 
rived for  us  to  become  alarmed  for  our  country. 
He  said  no  one  would  doubt  but  that  he  was  a  good 
party  man.  He  was  a  party  man,  because  he  be- 
lieved in  the  correctness  of  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  parly.  Yet  he  would  not  vole  for  a 
bill  through  motives  of  policy  which  his  judgment 
condemned.  He  loved  his  party;  but  he  loved  his 
country  more.  That  gentleman  said  these  distin- 
guislied  generals  had  rendered  important  services 
to  the  country  since  the  law  of  1846,  which  con- 
tains the  proviso  now  attempted  to  be  repealed, 
for  which  they  should  be  retained  during  their 
lives.  Did  he  intend  to  say  that  these  major  gen- 
erals and  brigadier  generals  were  appointed  with 
the  view,  understanding,  or  belief,  that  they  were 
not  to  render  those  distinguished  services  if  an 
opportunity  should  present  itself.'  That  seemed 
to  him  to  be  a  most  extraordinary  argument.  Be- 
cause they  have  rendered  these  services, and  because 
the  House  of  Represeniaiives  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Slates  had  not  anticipated  such  extraor- 
dinary services,  therefore  they  ought  not  to  be  made 
subject  to  the  ojieration  of  that  law.  Was  it  not 
expected  by  every  member  of  Congress  by  whom 
the  act  of  1846  was  passed,  that  every  officer,  of 
every  kind — officers  of  companies  and  of  regi- 
ments, as  well  as  general  officers — would  render 
distinguished  services,  as  these  officers  have  done.' 

But  there  was  another  point  of  view  in  which 
this  subject  presented  itself.  He  had  been  present 
in  this  House  on  previous  occasions  when  propo- 
sitions were  made  to  reduce  the  army,  or  to  reduce 
the  pay  of  the  officers;  and  he  knew  that  it  would 
be  one  of  the  most  difficult  undertakings  in  which 
Congress  could  engage,  to  reduce  it,  at  the  termi- 
nation of  this  war,  to  a  peace  establishment;  and 
if,  therefore,  they  gave  up  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
vision of  the  law  of  1846,  they  would  throw  them- 
selves back  on  a  position  from  which  they  would 
have  to  start  anew,  and  engage  in  a  contest  with 
the  army,  fresh  from  the  battle-field,  covered,  and 
justly  covered,  with  lienor  and  glory,  with  all  its 
power  and  influence.  In  such  a  contest,  he  feared 
they  should  fail.  He  was  free  to  say,  he  regretted 
to  give  a  vote  to  disband  either  officers  or  soldiers 
who  might  wish  to  retain  their  places;  and,  if  he 
were  to  consult  his  own  personal  feelings  on  the 
subject,  he  would  not  do  so.  But  there  are  other 
and  higher  interests  at  stake  in  this  matter;  the  in- 
terests of  the  country  require  it.  in  his  view  of 
his  duty,  he  had  jio  discretion  left  him  on  that 
subject. 

Mr.  STANTON  asked  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama if  he  thought,  when  the  treaty  should  be 
ratified,  that  such  men  as  General  Taylor  and 
General  Scott  should  be  dismissed  from  the  service 
of  the  United  States?  He  desired  a  categorical 
answer. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  replied,  that  the  law  of  1846 
created  offices  with  the  distinct  provision  that  they 
should  be  dispensed  with  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
and  the  officers  brought  down  to  a  specified  num- 
ber. He  would  not  say  whether  he  would  dis- 
charge General  Taylor  or  General  Scott.  He 
would  not  say  whom  of  the  brigadiers  he  would 
discharge.  But  the  law  of  1846,  which  created 
these  offices,  made  provision  for  the  reduction  of 
the  major  generals  to  one,  and  the  brigadier  gen- 
erals to  two;  and  every  one  knew,  on  accepting 
those  olliccs,  that,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  the  law 
required  the  President  to  discharge  that  duty — a 
duty  which  he  had  no  doubt  the  President  would 
discharge.  This  law  of  1846,  it  would  be  seen, 
went  beyond  the  major  generals  and  brigadier  gen- 


erals, and  provides  for  disbanding  the  army,  ex- 
cept a  necessary  peace  establishment.  But  if  they 
now  passed  this  bill,  he  would  inquire  if  our  pres- 
ent army  was  to  be  kept  in  the  public  service? 

When,  where,  and  how,  do  gentlemen  propose 
to  reduce  the  army?  Or  do  they  intend  to  reduce 
it  at  all  ?  If  a  reduction  be  contemplated,  why  not 
hold  on  to  what  we  have?  Why  give  up  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  existing  laws?  Experience  teaches 
us  that  the  great  difficulty  in  the  way  of  reducing 
an  American  army  is  the  influence  of  the  officers. 
They  are  generally  men  of  great  worth  and  influ- 
ence, enlisting:  in  their  behalf  many  and  warm 
friends;  and  in  that  way  influences  are  brought  to 
bear  upon  Congress  which  it  cannot  resist. 

Mr.  BOTTS  thought  he  could  relieve  the  mind 
of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama.  If  this  bill  should 
pass  into  a  law,  and  repeal  the  original  proviso  to 
which  it  referred,  the  acts  which  created  the  volun- 
teer forces  would  operate  upon  them,  and  they 
would  go  out  of  the  service  as  a  matter  of  course 
at  the  end  of  the  war. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
said  the  volunteers  would  be  disbanded  at  the  end 
of  the  war.  He  was  aware  of  that;  but  this  pro- 
viso applies  to  the  regular  army,  and  not  the  vol- 
unteers, and  relates  to  more  than  major  or  brigadier 
generals.  He  would  ask,  if  the  officers  for  their 
brilliant  services  were  to  be  retained  for  life,  what 
they  should  do  with  the  men  who  had  rendered  val- 
uable services  to  the  country  for  a  remuneration  of 
only  eight  dollars  per  month  ?  The  men  by  thou- 
sands and  tens  of  thousands  had  undergone  all  the 
hardships,  and  trials,  and  dangers  of  the  campaign 
and  the  battle-field  for  the  poor  pittance  of  eijcht 
dollars  per  month;  but  they  were  to  be  disbanded — 
they  were  to  be  thrown  on  their  own  resources! 
There  was  no  feeling  exhibited  for  them.  But  when 
officers  who  received  high  salaries — major  generals 
and  brigadier  generals,  and  other  officers  of  high 
rank — were  to  be  dismissed  when  their  services 
became  unnecessary,  when  the  Government  had 
no  further  use  for  them,  the  sympathy  of  certain 
gentlemen  in  this  House  was  greatly  excited  in 
their  behalf.  Now,  he  held  that  if  the  men  were 
to  be  discharged,  the  officers  should  go  too.  We 
have  too  many  officers  for  a  peace  establishment. 

Mr.  STANTON  was  understood  to  remark  that 
the  very  men  for  whom  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama sympathized  would  not  side  with  that  gen- 
tleman in  his  opposition  to  our  two  distinguished 
major  generals.  ' 

Mr.  HOUSTON  asked  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Stanton]  if  he  was  in  favor  of  dis- 
banding the  soldiers,  and  discharging  the  officers  of 
lower  grade,  and  retaining  the  field  officers?  Was 
he  willing  to  make  so  unnecessary  and  unjust  a 
distinction  between  different  classes  of  the  army — 
a  distinction  founded  alone  upon  rank? 

Mr.  STANTON  replied,  that  the  army  would 
necessarily  be  reduced  at  the  end  of  the  war;  but 
they  would  disappoint  the  hopes  of  the  country, 
they  would  shock  the  feelings  of  the  country  and 
the  patriotism  of  the  people,  and  they  would  not 
have  the  approbation  of  the  soldiers  themselves 
who  fought  under  General  Taylor  and  General 
Scott,  if  they  dismissed  either  of  them. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee had  given  a  most  extraordinary  answer.  In 
fact,  it  was  no  answer  at  all.  He  was  really  at  a 
loss,  too,  to  know  how  that  gentleman  had  ascer- 
tained the  state  of  the  feelings  of  the  army  respect- 
ing the  dismissal  of  some  of  its  field  officers.  He 
seemed  to  think  that  the  men  would  not  want  to 
be  retained.  Was  it  not  as  fair  and  reasonable  to 
presume  that  the  officers  would  not  want  to  be  re- 
tained on  the  peace  establishment  either?  To  say 
otherwise,  was  to  make  an  assault  upon  them;  for 
it  was  an  intimation  that  they  desired  to  retain  their 
pay  when  their  services  were  not  requiieil. 

Mr.  BURT  was  quite  amazed,  as  he  was  sure 
the  House  must  be,  at  the  warmth  which  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  was  getting  up  in  his  own 
bosom  in  relation  to  this  matter.  He  begged  to 
say  to  that  gentleman,  that  there  never  was  an 
army  in  any  civilized  country — he  defied  any  mil- 
itary man  or  any  civilian  to  show  the  contrary  by 
pointing  to  any  civilized  country  on  the  face  of  the 
earth— in  which  the  number  of  »fficers  in  propoi^- 
tion  to  the  number  of  the  troops  was  so  small  as 
in  the  army  of  the  United  States.  Why,  through- 
out the  battles  which  had  been  fought  m  the  valley 
of  Mexico,  colonels  were  obliged  to  command  bri- 
gades, captains  regiments,  and  second  lieutenants 
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companies,  and  so  on.  At  the  time  when  we  had 
but  one  major  Sonera!,  the  military  establishment 
of  the  United  States  consisted  of  8,000  troops, 
whereas  the  regular  army  was  now  17,000;  and  if 
the  territory  was  acquired  in  Mexico  which  they 
all  supposed  would  be,  he  would  undertake  to  say 
that  the  Secretary  of  War — he  had  had  no  confer- 
ence with  him,  but  he  would  undertake  to  say  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  everybody  else  who  knew  any- 
thins;  on  the  subject,  would  inform  the  House  that 
an  army  of  20,000  troops  would  not  be  more  than 
sufficient  for  the  defence  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States-,  and  he  would  ask  if  an  army  of 
15,000  or  20,000  men  was  to  be  commanded  by  one 
major  general?  He  submitted  to  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama,  that  by  the  passage'of  this  bill  they 
did  not  determine,  nor  was  it  necessary  now  to 
discuss,  what  should  constitute  the  peace  estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States.  Tliat  question 
would  remain  until  its  consideration  should  neces- 
sarily devolve  upon  them.  When  it  should  come 
up,  he  should  be  prepared  for  it;  but  he  would  now 
only  repeat  that  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  was 
mistaken  when  he  complained  that  the  number  of 
officers  was  too  great  in  proportion  to  the  number 
of  men. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said,  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  did  not  present  the  real-  issue,  as  he  un- 
derstood it,  which  was  contained  in  this  bill.  He 
had  spoken  of  the  disparity  of  the  number  of  offi- 
cers and  men  in  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
when  compared  with  the  armies  of  other  nations; 
but  if  he  were  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  if  he  would  have  been  willing  to  increase 
the  number  of  officers,  if  the  war  with  Mexico  had 
not  taken  place,  he  should  be  at  no  loss  to  deter- 
mine what  his  answer  would  be.  That  gentleman, 
he  supposed,  would  not  have  been  willing  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  officers  on  a  peace  establish- 
ment; but  the  ground  which  he  had  now  assumed 
was,  that  as  they  were  there,  they  should  remain. 
That  gentleman  had  also  stated,  that  during  the 
war  with  Mexico,  subordinate  officers  had  been 
compelled  to  command  larger  divisions  than  be- 
longed to  their  rank.  Would  he  be  pleased  to 
inform  the  House  why  that  was  so?  Did  it  not 
proceed  from  the  fact  that  there  were  not  officers 
sufficienton  the  field,  in  consequence  of  the  incom- 
petency of  some,  and  the<absence  of  others,  who, 
while  holding  commissions  under  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  were  unable  to  serve  the 
country  in  Mexico? 

Mr.  BURT  remarked  that  everybody  knew  that 
these  major  generals  and  brigadier  generals  were 
in  the  field  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  knew  and  acknowledged  that 
fact;  heneither  made  norintimated  a  charge  against 
either  of  them;  he  was  proud  to  honor  them  as 
skillful  and  brave  generals,  who  had  discharged  a 
faithful  duty.  But  why  retain  thegeneral  officers, 
and  discharge  the  various  valiant  officers  of  regi- 
ments, battalions,  and  companies? 

If  brilliant  services  were  to  be  rewarded  by  le- 
tention  in  the  service,  why  not  reward  to  the  lowest 
grade  of  office?  Justice  requires  that  the  same 
daring  conduct,  the  same  brilliant  service,  should 
meet  the  same  reward,  whether  performed  by  one 
high  in  rank,  or  low  in  rank.  He  intended  to 
speak  in  military  phrase. 

This  was  not  all.  He  would  ask,  why  discharge 
the  men — the  common  soldier — and  not  the  offi- 
cer? If  we  have  no  men,  or  but  lew  men,  we  will 
want  but  few  officers;  and  it  follows,  that  to  re- 
tain some  and  notothers, expressly  upon  theground 
of  brilliant  services,  when  it  is  conceded  that  their 
services  are  no  longer  needed  by  the  country,  will 
be  drawing  an  unjust  distinction  between  merito- 
rious men  m  favor  of  those  retained.  Mr.  H.  de- 
sired to  inquire  of  gentlemen  what  brilliant  services 
^had  been  rendered  by  the  officers  in  which  the  sol- 
''diere— the  rank  and  file,  as  they  are  called— did 
not  largely  participate,  and  to  which  they  did  not 
contribute  in  the  projjortion  of  forty-nine  fiflieth.s, 
if  not  ninety-nine  hundredths?  Look  to  your  bat- 
tle-fields in  Mexico,  moistened  with  their  blood 
and  whitened  with  their  bones.  Look  to  your 
meagre  muster-rolls;  look  to  the  reports  of  your 
commanding  officers;  they  will  tell  how  these  bril- 
liant victories  were  won,  for  which  this  House 
seemed  disposed  to  honor  the  officers  and  neglect 
the  soldier.  When  the  honor  and  glory  arc  to  be 
distributed,  the  brave  soldier  and  officer  of  lower 
ronk,  who«d  daring  and  noble  acts  should  entitle 


them  to  a  liberal  share,  are  turned  off  without  even 
the  mention  of  their  names.     These  things  should 
I  not  be.     It  is  inflicting  upon  the  soldier  gross,  rank 
injustice  to  keep  it  up.     He  asked  the  members  of 
this  House  to  bring  this  thing  home  to  their  own 
j  districts.     He  called  upon  them  to  look  around  in 
i  the  circle  of  their  own  acquaintance,  and  see  if 
j  they  could  not  point  to  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
!  as  brave  and  patriotic  men  as  ever  breathed — men 
I  who  had  greatly  distinguished  themselves  in  this 
i  war — men  who  had  performed  as  brilliant  services 
I  for  the  country  as  man  could  perform;  and  they 
I  are  to  be  disbanded  without  a  seeming  regret  from 
!  any  quarter.    The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  says 
they  are  discharged  under  the  law  as  a  matter  of 
course.    The  same  is  true  in  regard  to  the  officers; 
and  this  bill  is  intended  to  prevent  that  result — re- 
peal that  law  as  to  the  field   officers,  and  let  the 
rest  go.     He  hoped  not.     He  hoped  gentlemen 
would  let  it  take  its  course  as  other  bills,  and  in 
committee  undergo  that  discussion  and  examina- 
tion to  which  its  importance  entitled  it. 

Mr.  H.  said  it  mattered  not  how  brave  and  skill- 
ful the  general  might  be,  yet  if  his  men  should  re- 
fuse to  fight — if  they  should  run  away — he  would 
never  receive,  or  be  considered  by  the  country  as 
entitled  to  receive,  honor  at  the  hands  of  the  peo- 
ple. Successful  conflicts — battles  with  the  enemy 
insure  the  glory;  yet  the  soldiers,  who  make  these 
battles  successful,  seem  to  be  forgotten  as  soon  as 
the  victory  is  won.  The  more  he  investigated  this 
proposition,  the  more  he  was  indisposed  to  agree 
to  it.  He  never  would,  so  long  as  he  had  a  seat  on 
this  floor,  bring  himself  [to  draw  such  odious  dis- 
tinctions between  men.  He  had  no  hostility  to 
the  generals.  He  believed  they  deserved  well  of 
the  country.  But  he  also  believed  that  if  the  num- 
ber of  men  was  brought  down,  the  officers  should 
be  reduced  also. 

Mr.  HOLMES  next  rose  to  address  the  House. 

Mr.  JACOB  THOMPSON  rose  to  a  question 
of  order.  He  believed  the  hour  appropriated  to 
the  reception  of  reports  from  committees  had  ex- 
pired, and,  therefore,  he  called  for  the  regular 
orders. 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  the  point  of  order. 
No  such  limitation  existed  as  the  gentleman 
seemed  to  suppose,  and  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Holmes]  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  when 
this  question  was  first  presented  he  really  hoped 
that  it  would  have  passed  without  the  slightest 
difficulty.  But  the  opposition  to  it  was  too  mani- 
fest; and  the  object  of  transferring  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
it  was  evident,  was,  by  speeches  to  be  made  upon 
it,  ultimately  to  defeat  it.  The  gentleman  who 
had  just  spoken  told  the  House  that  he  would  put 
the  army  back  to  the  peace  establishment  as  it 
stood  before  the  war,  and  there  was  not  one  gen- 
tleman who  had  spoken  in  opposition  to  the  im- 
mediate passage  of  the  bill  who  had  not  shown  a 
determination  to  subject  the  President  to  the  alter- 
native of  deciding  between  the  two  major  generals, 
and  the  question  was  one  of  momentous  import- 
ance. When  we  were  about  to  enter  upon  this 
war,  the  act  of  the  iBth  of  June,  1846,  was  passed, 
providing  that  on  the  termination  of  the  war  the 
army  should  be  ipso  facto  reduced.  But  the  cir- 
cumstances existing  then  did  not  now  exist.  To- 
morrow, if  news  of  the  ratification  of  a  tre^y  of 
peace  should  come,  the  army  would  be  reduced  by 
virtue  of  the  law  of  1846,  without  reference  to  the 
relation  we  now  bear  to  the  world.  Why,  to- 
morrow a  message  might  be  expected  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  if  it  had  not  al- 
ready come,  about  the  condition  of  Yucatan.  The 
Yucatanese  have  sent  out  to  this  country  a  mes- 
senger, and  now  were  holding  out  their  hands  im- 
|)loring  our  aid.  Would  they  permit  that  people 
to  be  exposed  to  entire  annihilation?  Did  any 
gentleman  believe  that  the  American  people,  after 
taking  possession  of  their  ports  and  their  seacoast, 
and  preventing  them  obtaining  arms,  whereby  to 
defend  themselves  against  the  Indians,  would  stand 
coldly  by  and  sec  them  sacrificed  and  given  up  to 
destruction? 

But  again:  let  this  bill  go  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  and  there  it 
would  sleep  as  in  the  tomb  of  the  Capulets.  Gen- 
tlemen knew  it.  Deny  it  as  they  might,  they  knew 
it.  This  subject  became  important  in  view  of  the 
violent  struggles  in  Europe.  At  a  time  like  this, 
it  was  important  that  this  nation,  elevated  as  she 


was  by  her  recent  victories,  should  retain  a  posi- 
tion to  vindicate  her  honor,  if,  as  in  the  last  con- 
flict, our  commerce  should  be  subjected  to  insult, 
and  our  seamen  to  impressment.  At  this  crisis, 
when  the  depths  of  power  in  Europe  were  being 
broken  up,  an  army  of  8,000  men  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  enable  us  to  stand  in  that  proud  position 
which  became  us,  and  which  made  us  the  admira- 
tion of  the  world. 

But,  inxportant  as  this  general  consideration  was, 
there  was  a  particular  one,  too,  that  deserved  some 
reflection.  Pie  was  no  friend,  no  professed  friend 
to  the  President;  but  he  would  not,  if  he  were  the 
President's  worst  enemy,  do  what  his  professed 
friends  on  this  floor  wished  to  do.  They  wanted 
to  subject  the  President,  at  a  time  of  great  excite- 
ment, when  the  characters  and  merits  of  t"he  respect- 
ive major  generals  were  before  the  people  in  the 
high  attitude  of  candidates  for  the  Presidency,  in 
which  the  President  himself  stood — at  such  a  time 
they  would  subject  the  President  to  the  painful 
alternative,  in  obedience  to  a  law,  to  determine 
which  of  them  should  be  dismissed.  God  save 
him  from  such  friends  !  He  repealed  that  he  was 
no  professed  friend  to  the  President;  but  if  he  was 
his  greatest  enemy  he  would  not  subject  him  to 
such  an  alternative.  Every  consideration,  there- 
fore, of  both  a  general  and  a  particular  nature, 
seemed  to  forbid  them  from  entering  upon  the 
course  which  had  been  suggested;  the  position  of 
this  country,  in  view  of  its  foreign  relation.^,  and 
generosity  towards  one  in  the  high  position  in 
which  the  President  was  placed,  urged  them  not 
to  send  this  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
which,  he  repeated,  would  be  to  it  the  tomb  of  the 
Capulets. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  thought  this  debate  had 
gone  far  enough.  They  were  wasting  the  time  of  the 
House  on  incidental  questions  as  they  arose,  and 
the  important  bills  of  the  se.ssion  were  making  no 
progress.  The  House  had  occupied  as  much  time 
on  this  subject  as  it  was  proper  to  devote  to  it. 
Therefore  he  felt  bound  to  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  previous 
question,  if  sustained,  would  bring  the  House  to 
the  question  of  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  McKAY  desired  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia to  withdraw  that  motion,  to  give  him  an  oppor- 
tunity to  move  an  amendment.  ["  No,  no. "J  if 
the  gentleman  would  consent,  he  would  promise  to 
renew  it. 

Mr.  KING  said  if  the  gentleman  would  renew  it, 
he  would  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  McKAY  thanked  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia for  the  privilege  he  had  given  him  to  attempt  an 
amendment  of  this  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  After  recapitulating 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  of  1846,  and  of  the  bill 
under  consideration,  he  said  he  was  not  going  to 
express  any  opinion  as  to  what  ought  to  be  a  peace 
establishment  for  this  country  on  the  ratification  of 
a  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico,  though  he  believed 
that  must  come  up  and  be  determined  during  the 
present  session. 

What  he  was  now  about  to  propose,  and  it  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  a  reasonable  proposition,  was, 
not  that  the  proviso  of  the  act  of  1846  should  be 
repealed,  but  that  its  operation,  or,  in  other  words, 
its  enforcement,  should  be  suspended  for  some 
reasonable  time  after  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  of 
peace;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  Congress  could  de- 
cide what  military  force  should  be  retained  as  a 
peace  establishment,  or  whether  the  army  should 
be  reduced  to  that  condition  in  which  it  was  before 
the  commencement  of  this  war. 

Mr.  BOTTS  desired  to  interrupt  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  who  was  under  a  pledge  to 
renew  the  motion  for  the  jirevious  question  when 
he  had  finished  his  remarks,  to  say,  that  if  this 
bill  should  pass  into  a  law,  it  would  still  be  the 
duty  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  provide  a  peace  establishment  on  the 
ratification  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico,  and 
it  could  be  just  as  well  done  after  the  repeal  of  this 
proviso  as  now. 

Mr.  McKAY  hoped  the  proviso  would  not  be 
repealed,  and  then  it  would  become  the  duty  of 
the  President  to  dismiss  one  of  the  major  generals 
and  two  of  the  brigadier  generals. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  interposed  and  said, 
when  he  withdrew  the  motion  for  the  previous 
question,  if  was  to  allow  the  gentleman  from  North 
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Carolina  to  move  an  amendment,  and  not  to  go  on 
with  the  general  discussion.  He  thought  he  had 
the  right  to  insist  that  the  previous  question  should 
be  moved. 

Mr.  McKAY  promised  not  to  consume  more  of 
the  time  of  the  House. 

Mr.  WOODWARD  asked  whether,  if,  upon  a 
return  to  the  peace  establishment,  and  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  number  of  the  general  officers,  it  should 
be  found  that  more  general  officers  should  be  need- 
ed, he  would  approve  of  new  appointments  in  the 
place  of  the  major  generals  and  brigadiers  dismissed.-' 
'  That  was  what  he  apprehended. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  everybody  knew  that  the  ten 
additional  regiments,  with  all  their  officers,  were 
to  he  discharged  on  the  conclusion,  of  a  peace;  it 
therefore  would  become  necessary  to  determine  if 
a  larger  peace  establishment  should  be  maintained 
than  that  which  we  have  heretofore  had.  When 
peace  was  made,  and  this  question  came  up  for 
consideration,  Congress  could  determine  whether 
there  should  be  two  major  generals  or  only  one. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  Yes,  and  in  the  mean  time 
one  of  them  will  be  dismissed. 

Mr.  McKAY  (being  again  appealed  to  by  Mr. 
King,  of  Georgia)  submitted  his  amendment,  to 
strike  out  the  word  "  repealed,"  and  insert  "  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  suspended  for  three  months 
from  and  after  the  ratification  of  a  treaty  of  peace 
with  Mexico;"  and  then  he  renewed  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put. 

The  main  question  was  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  McKay.     It  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative:  Yeas  80,  nays  101. 
The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill;  when — 

Mr.  McLANE  moved  (o  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  and  wished  to  say  that  he  should  vote  to 
continue  two  major  generals,  but  he  was  unwilling 
to  separate  major  generals  and  brigadier  generals 
from  other  officers  who  had  accepted  promotion  on 
the  war  tenure. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  decided  in 
the  negative,  as  follov/s: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Beale,  Bingham,  Birdsall,  Bowdon,  Bow- 
liii,  Boyd,  Williani  G.  Brown,  Chailes  Brown,  Albert  G. 
Brown,  Franklin  Clark,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W. 
Cobb,  Collins,  Cummins,  Daniel,  Dickinson,  Durm,  Faran, 
Ficklin,  French,  Giddings,  Willard  P.Hall,Hanimons,  Hen 
ley,  Hill,  George  S.  Houston,  Jameson,  Jenkins,  Andrew 
Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  KauCnian, 
Kennon,  Lahrn,  La  Sere,  William  T.  Lawrence,  Sidney 
Lawrence,  Ligon.  Lumpkin,  McClelland,  McC'lernand,  Mc- 
Dowell, McKay,  McLane,  Job  Mann,  Horace  Mann,  Miller, 
Morris,  Morse,  l^easlee,  Peck,  Pelrie,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pills- 
bury,  Robinson,  Rockhill,  Sawyer,  Sims,  Smart,  Robert 
Smith,  Starkwi-ather,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Thomas,  Jacob 
Thompson,  R.  A.Thompson,  Williani  Thompson,  Thurston, 
Venable,  Wentworth,  and  Wiley — 73. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aljbott,  Adams,  As-hmun,Barringer,  Bar 
row,  Bayly,  Bedinger,  Belcher,  Blanchard,  Bocock,  Bolts, 
Boydon,  Brady,  Buckner,  Burt,  Butler,  Cabell,  Canby,  Cath- 
cart.  Chapman,  Clingman,  Cocke,  Collamer.  Conjer,  Crans- 
ton, Crislield,  Crowell,Crozier,  Dickey,  Doiinell,Duer,  Ed- 
wards, Emhree,  Ale.vander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Fan elly, 
Fisher,  Freedley,  Fulton,  Gaines,  Gayle,  Gott,  Gregory, 
Griniietl,  Hale,  James  G.  Hampton,  Moses  Hampton,  Harris, 
Henry,  Hilliard,  Isaac  E.  Holmes,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  John  W. 
Houston,  Hubbard,  Hunt,  Inse,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph 
R.  Ingersoll,  Iverson,  John  W.Jones,  Kellogg,  Thomas  B. 
King,  Daniel  P.  King,  Leffler,  Levin,  Lincoln,  Mcllvaine, 
Marsh,  Marvin,  Morehead,  Mullin,  Nelson,  Nes,  Nevvall, 
Outlaw,  Palfrey,  Preston,  Putnam,  Reynolds,  Julius  Rock- 
well, J.  A.  Rockwell,  Roman,  Rnmsey,  Shepperd,  Sherrill, 
Simpson,  Sliiigerland,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Stanton,  Stephens, 
Andrew  Stewart,  Strolim,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Thibodeau.x, 
Richard  W.  Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tompkins, 
'Puck,  Turner,  Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  Warren,  White,  and 
Wilson — 105. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  SIMS  rose  to  a  question  of  order;  and  in- 
quired of  the  Chair  whether  a  bill  could  be  read  a 
third  time  on  the  same  day  it  was  reported.' 

The  CHAIR  referred  him  to  the  rule  which  for- 
bids this  being  done,  unless  by  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House:  and  observed  that  even  with  that 
consent,  this  bill  could  not  now  receive  its  third 
reading,  inasmuch  as  it  was  not  yet  engrossed. 

Mr.  COIJB,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the  House 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  business  on  the 
Speaker's  table,  and  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  motion  was  rejected — the  yeas  being  82, 
nays  98. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  BOTTS,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Aflair.s,  reported  ii   bill   to  refund  money  for  ex- 
penses incurred,  subsistence,  or  transportation  fur- 


nished for  the  use  of  volunteers  during  the  pres- 
ent war,  before  being  mustered  and  received  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  BOYD,  from  the  sarcig  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  payment  of  a  company  of  Indian 
volunteers  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States.     Read  and  committed. 

Also, from  thesamecommittee,madean  adverse 
report  on  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  January 
17,  1848,  relative  to  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  "Act  to  provide  forraisingaregiment  of  mount- 
ed riflemen,  and  establishing  military  stations  on 
the  route  to  Oregon,"  approved  May  9,  ]846,  so 
as  to  provide  for  the  discharge  of  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates  of  said  regiment  on  the 
termination  of  the  war  with  Mexico.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  prescribing  the  age 
at  which  candidates  for  the  appointment  of  mid- 
shipmen in  the  navy  may  enter  the  naval  school, 
and  the  number  and  mode  of  appointing  midship- 
men in  the  navy,  and  for  other  purposes; 

A  bill  to  provide  for  a  retired  list  in  the  naval 
service; 

A  bill  providing  for  the  construction  of  twenty 
sloop-of-war  brigs; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  owners  of  the 
ship  James  Mitchell; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Lewis  Warring- 
ton and  others;  which  several  bills  were  read  and 
committed. 

AMERICAN  HEMP. 

Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
reported  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Navy  to  make  contracts  for  hemp  for  the 
use  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  K.  asked  to  have  the  joint  resolution  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  KING  explained.  This  bill  was  an  exact 
transcript  of  a  bill  which  had  passed  the  Senate 
for  the  same  object,  and  would  no  doubt  have  pass- 
ed the  House  if  it  could  have  been  reached.  The 
object  to  be  provided  for  was  a  very  important  one, 
and  he  hoped  the  bill  might  be  put  upon  its  passage 
at  once. 

Mr.  THOMAS  said  there  was,  he  believed,  now 
on  the  Speaker's  table  a  bill  precisely  like  this; 
was  it  in  order  to  take  up  this  bill  at  all .' 

Mr.  KING  had  already  stated  that  it  was  a 
transcript  of  the  Senate's  bill;  but  owing  to  the 
present  indisposition  of  the  House  to  take  up  bills 
on  the  Speaker's  table,  it  was  impossible  to  get 
at  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  objected  to 
the  bill  being  read  a  third  time;  and  as  it  required 
unanimous  consent,  it  could  not  be  put  upon  its 
passage. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  remonstrated  with  Mr. 
Thompson,  urging  him  to  withdraw  his  objection. 
The  hemp  interest  was  one  of  great  importance,  as 
well  to.  our  navy  as  to  our  commercial  marine,  and 
one  in  which  the  West  felt  a  deep  concern.  He 
trusted  the  bill  would  not  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  said  that 
there  was  already  a  bill  of  the  same  character  lying 
with  other  matter  on  the  Speaker's  table.  The 
Democratic  side  of  the  House  had  tried  repeatedly 
to  take  up  bills  so  situated,  but  the  majority  Ijfid 
as  often  defeated  the  attempt.  He  was  desirous 
of  having  all  the  bills  which  had  been  accumulating 
on  the  table  of  the  Speaker  taken  up  and  disposed 
of.  But,  if  he  iinderstood  the  present  motion  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee,  it  was,  in 
effect,  to  give  preference  to  one  of  the  bills  there 
locked  up  by  introducing  and  passing  an  exact  tran- 
script of  it,  thereby  taking  up  one  of  the  Senate 
bills  out  of  its  order.  To  this  he  was  opposed; 
and  could  not,  therefoi-e,  withdi-aw  his  objection. 

Mr.  McKAY  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether 
such  a  proceeding  as  was  now  attempted  was  in 
order.'  * 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  was  acquainted  with 
no  rule  of  order  forbidding  it.  There  was  no  rule 
which  prohibited  bills  in  identicjdiy  the  same  form 
being  brought  into  both  Houses.  The  question 
would  be  on  the  engrossment  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  T.  BUTLER  KING  moved  the  previous 
question;  which  motion  was  seconded  by  ayes  93, 
noes  19. 

The  previoys  question  was  accordingly  put  and 
carried;  the  main  question  being  on  the  engross- 


ment of  the  bill,  was  carried,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
be  engrossed. 

Mr.  KING  pressed  for  the  question  on  its  pas- 
sage; but  the  Chair  stating  that  the  bill  had  not  yet 
been  engrossed — 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  objected  to 
the  question  being  put. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edmund  L. 
DuBarry.anda  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Myers. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  CABELL,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported ajoint  resolution,  authorizing  theaccounting 
officers  of  the  treasury,  charged  with  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  the  navy,  to  settle  and  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  United  States  ship  Macedonian  on 
her  recent  voyage  to  Ireland  and  Scotland.  Read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  TUCK,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lot  Davis;  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  William  Gove;  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin 
Cressy;  a  bill  in  amendment  of  an  act  concerning 
naval  pensions  and  the  pension  fund,  approved 
June  30, 1834;  which  bills  were  severally  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  MARSH,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua 
Dodge.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Parker 
and  Jacob  L.  Martin.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  S.  LAWRENCE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  made  adverse  reports  on 
the  petitions  of  M.  A.  Richard,  Drusilla  Bukey, 
A.  P.  Campbell,  A.  Garlick,  J.  Gere,  L.  Van 
Dyke,  and  C.  Kellar.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah 
White,  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Wil- 
liamson.    Read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COCKE,  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions  were  discharged  from  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  February  14,  1848,  rel- 
ative to  extending  the  benefits  of  the  act  of  June  7, 
1832,  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  who  served  in  the 
Indian  campaigns  under  Generals  Clarke,  St. 
Clair,  Harmer,  and  Wayne;  and  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  C.  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  to  make  Senate  bill  No.  62,  being  a  bill 
granting  pensions  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and 
privates  of  the  army  of  the  United  Slates  who  have 
died  in  Mexico,  the  special  order  of  the  day  for 
this  day  week.  He  would  only  remark  that  this 
was  an  important  bill  to  many  unfortunate  persons 
in  the  community.  He  feared  if  it  was  not  made 
a  special  order  that  it  would  not  be  reached  during 
the  present  session  of  Congress;  and  he  would  ask 
the  House  to  devote  one  day  in  healing,  so  far  as 
they  could,  the  broken  and  bleeding  hearts  of  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  gallant  men  who  had 
fallen  in  Mexico. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  that  several  of  theappi-opri- 
ation  bills  were  yet  unacted  on,  and  it  was  proba- 
ble that  the  present  fiscal  year  would  expire  before 
they  could  be  passed;  and  he  should  object  to 
making  additional  special  orders  to  those  already 
existing  until  the  appi-opriation  bills  were  passed. 

Mr.  FREEDLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions,  made  adverse  reports  on  the 
petitions  of  A.  M.  Dade,  widow  of  the  laie  Major 
F.  L.  Dade,  and  Willigim  Pelfrey.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  DONNELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  adverse  report.^  on  the  petitions  of  Henry 
Freeman,  Hannah  Weston,  Catharine  Riddle,  Es- 
ther Bartlett,  Lydia  Shurtliff,  Nancy  King,  and 
Henry  Johnson.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Polly  Aid- 
rich.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  CUMMINS,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  granting  pensions  to  the  surviving 
petty  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  who,  under 
the  coninnand  of  Captain  Stephen  Decalur,  jr., 
captured  and  destroyed  the  frigate  Philadelphia  in 
the  harbor  of  Tripoli  on  the  night  of  the  16th  of 
Febi-uary,  1804.     Read  twice. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  explained  the  object  and  pro- 
visions of  the  bill.  Its  object  was  to  place  upon 
the  pension  roll  the  surviving  petty  officers,  sea- 
men, and  marines  of  the  crew  of  the  Intrepid,  in 
which  the  gallant  Decatur  had  boarded  and  burnt 
the  frigate  Philadelphia  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli. 
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Thia  subject  had  been  before  Congress  for  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  past,  and  had  in  every  instance 
been  favorably  reported  upon  in  both  brandies  of 
the  Leu-islature;  yet  no  bill  had  been  passed,  and 
why?  It  might  seem  strange  that,  wiien  botli 
Houses  iiad  so  long  concurred  in  a  desire  to  make 
suitable  provision  lor  these  brave  and  meritorious 
men,  nothing  should  have  been  done.  But  the 
reason  was  soon  explained.  The  object  of  every 
bill  heretofore  reported  had  been  to  distribute 
among  the  survivors  of  the  crew  engaged  in  that 
heroic  transaction  about  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  in  prize-money,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  prize  laws.  And  all  the  committees  had 
split  upon  the  same  difficulty  in  the  case,  viz:  the 
mode  of  such  distribution.  No  objection  had  ever 
been  raised  against  the  equity  of  the  claim.  How 
could  there  be?  But  all  the  difficulty  lay  in  the 
shape  of  the  law  to  satisfy  it.  Neither  Decatur 
himself,  nor  any  one  of  those  who  served  under 
his  command  in  that  daring  exploit,  had  received 
a  dollar  of  the  prize-money  they  had  earned  at 
such  imminent  hazard  of  their  lives.  It  seemed 
as  if  the  very  magnitude  and  brilliancy  of  their 
achievement  had  operated  as  an  obstacle  to  their 
getting  anything  from  their  country  in  the  shape 
of  reward. 

The  present  bill  avoided  the  fatal  obstacle  which 
had  prevented  the  success  of  all  previous  attempts 
to  do  justice  in  this  case.  It  proceeded  on  a  new 
ground.  It  provided  for  no  distribution  of  prize 
money  at  all,  but  substituted  for  such  a  distribu- 
tion the  placing  of  the  names  of  tlie  survivors  of 
that  gallant  crew  upon  the  pension  roll. 

It  might  be  objected  that  it  contained  no  provis- 
ion for  the  benefit  of  the  officers,  but  only  for  the 
crew.  The  officers  would  be  entitled  to  a  larger 
allowance.  That  was  very  true;  but  the  bill  pur- 
posely omitted  their  case,  and  allowed  to  the  sur- 
viving petty  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  the  same 
rate  of  wages  as  they  were  receiving  at  the  time  of 
the  capture  of  the  frigate. 

And  why  did  it  make  no  provision  for  the  offi- 
cers? The  answer  would  be  found  in  a  document 
Mr.  C.  held  in  his  hand,  and  which  he  had  ob- 
tained at  the  department.  It  was  a  list  of  the  crew 
of  the  Intrepid.  Besides  Decatur  there  were  three 
other  lieutenants,  viz:  Lawrence,  Bainbridge,  and 
Power.  Decatur  was  dead,  and  his  lady  put  on 
the  roll  of  pensioners,  in  which  capacity  she  had 
drawn  .some  $10,000  out  of  the  treasury.  Law- 
rence also  was  dead,  and  his  widow  pensioned. 
Bainbridge  was  dead,  and  his  surviving  child  was 
enjoying  a  pension.  Power,  too,  was  deceased, 
and  his  child  was  provided  for  in  like  manner. 
S(»  there  were  no  surviving  lieutenants  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  this  bill.  Of  midshipmen  there  had 
been  seven. 

[Mr.  C.  here  read  a  list  of  their  names  also,  and 
stated  that  these  were  all  dead  but  one,  and  either 
tlieir  widows  or  children  were  on  the  pension  list. 
The  sole  survivor  was  now  in  employment  by  the 
Navy  Department.] 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  put  some  query 
to  Mr.  CuMMFNS,  and  the  latter  made  explanations 
in  reply,  but  the  conversation  was  inaudible  at  the 
reporter's  seat. 

Mr.  C.  went  on  to  show  that  no  injustice  would 
be  done  by  the  bill  to  the  officers  whose  surviving 
relatives  had  been  provided  for  by  the  laws  of  the 
land.  But  the  case  of  the  crew,  consisting  of  petty 
officers,  sailors,  and  marines,  was  a  clear  omission ; 
they  had  received  neither  pension  nor  prize-money, 
nor  were  they  likely  to  receive  any,  unless  some- 
thing should  be  done  speedily  in  their  behalf. 

Various  reports  had  been  made  on  the  case, 
some  of  them  very  able,  especially  the  one  by  Mr. 
Pattnn,  of  Virginia,  who  liad  shown  very  clearly 
the  ditHculty  of  suitably  distributing  the  prize- 
money  among  the  various  claimants  entitled  to  re- 
ceive it.  It  had  been  contended  that  the  money 
must  go  according  to  the  provision  of  the  prize  dis- 
tribution laws;  for,  to  make  a  change  in  the  rule 
of  proceeding  would  be  deemed  disrespectful  to  the 
deceased  officers.  But  now  the  case  was  relieved 
of  its  chief  embarrassment.  The  officers  were 
dead,  and  their  families  provided  for,  while  nothing 
had  yet  been  done  for  the  bold  men  who  had  so 
gallantly  volunteered  to  share  their  danger.  The 
appeal  in  their  behalf  was  made,  not  to  ijie  charity 
but  to  the  justice  of  the  House;  and  it  received  so 
much  the  more  force  from  the  fact  that  this  case  of 
the  frigate  Philadelphia  was  the  single  solitary  ex- 
ception to  all  [irize  wises  in  the  history  of  the  ser- 


vice. In  all  other  cases,  when  a  prize  was  taken 
which  was  burnt  at  sea,  or  from  other  cause  could^ 
not  be  brought  into  port,  her  captors  invariably 
received  her  value  in  prize-money.  Mr.  C.  said 
he  had  before  him  a  lig^t  of  all  the  prizes  taken  by 
our  vessels  of  war. 

The  CHAIR  here  inquired  of  Mr.  Cummins 
whether  his  bill  contained  an  appropriataon  of 
money  ? 

Mr.  CUMMINS  replied  that  it  did  not.  It  mere- 
ly proposed  to  place  certain  names  on  the  pension 
roll. 

Mr.  C,  resuming,  said  he  had  in  his  hand  a  list 
of  the  captures,  and  in  every  instance  an  appropria- 
tion had  been  made  to  pay  the  captors  their  prize- 
money.  He  read,  as  a  sample  of  preceding  legis- 
lation in  these  cases,  the  act  granting  prize-money 
for  the  frigate  Constitution. 

The  frigate  Philadelphia  formed  the  only  excep- 
tion to  the  general  rule.  She  had  not  been  cut  out, 
but  had  been,  by  order  of  Commodore  Preble, 
burnt  within  the  harbor.  The  men  who  had  vol- 
unteered to  follow  the  intrepid  Decatur  were  all 
now  in  the  decline  of  life,  all  of  them  being  about 
seventy  years  old,  and  many  of  them  very  infirm. 
The  committee  abandoned  all  idea  of  securing  for 
them  their  shares  of  the  prize-money,  and  had,  as 
he  had  already  stated,  contented  themselves  with 
simply  putting  their  names  on  the  pension  roll. 

It  was  only  to  show  the  strength  and  equity  of 
their  claim  that  Mr.  C.  had  referred  to  these  papers. 
It  was,  indeed,  true  that  §100, 000  was  justly  due 
to  tliein,  but  all  hope  of  getting  that  was  given  up, 
and  this  bill  simply  asked  a  pension.  It  was  surely 
as  well  entitled  to  an  early  consideration  from  that 
House  as  any  claim  which  could  be  brought  belbre 
it.  He  hoped  the  bill  would  be  so  placed  that  its 
consideration  might  be  reached  during  the  present 
session.  If  this  should  not  be  done,  its  fate  woulU 
be  sealed,  and  these  brave  and  noble-hearted  old 
men  would  be  suffered  to  go  down  to  their  graves 
in  penury  and  want,  the  only  men  in  the  navy  who 
had  bravely  earned  their  prize-money  and  had  not 
received  it.  The  achievement  in  which  they  had 
had  a  share  was  one  which  never  could  fade  from 
the  historic  page;  it  was  one  which  had  given  to 
the  American  navy  a  standing  before  the  eyes  of 
the  world.  It  was  universally  admitted  to  have 
been  one  of  the  boldest  and  most  daring  acts  of  the 
age.  Twenty-five  men,  in  a  small  light  vessel, 
mounting  but  four  guns,  entering  a  strongly  forti- 
fied harbor,  surrounded  with  forts  and  bastions, 
mounting  one  hundred  and  fifteen  guns,  approach- 
ing the  very  base  of  the  Moorish  castle,  and  there 
boarding  a  frigate  with  forty  loaded  guns,  ready  to 
fire,  and  succeeding  completely  in  destroying  her, 
and  making  good  their  own  retreat,  was  a  naval 
feat  the  glorious  memory  of  which  could  never 
die. 

Mr.  C.  concluded,  by  moving  that  the  consider- 
ation of  this  bill  be  made  the  special  order  for  the 
4th  of  July  next. 

The  bill  was  referred,  and  ordered  to  be  printed; 
but  before  the  question  was  put  on  making  it  a 
special  order — 

The  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  Jlpril  26,  1848. 

M*.  PEARCE  presented  a  petition  from  Little- 
ton D.  Teackle,  asking  a  settlement  of  his  accounts 
for  materials  furnished  for  the  public  buildings  in 
the  city  of  Washington;  which  was,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Ann  Jeffers,  widow  of  a 
revolutionary  soldier,  for  a  pension;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  presented  a  petition  from 
Major  William  Bayley,  asking  to  be  discharged 
from  liability  for  certain  public  property  which 
has  been  ajiplied  to  the  service  of  the  public; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afi'airs. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  the  following: 

Keso(rC(/,  Tliiit  the  Cotniiiitlco  on  the  Lil)riiryb«  instructed 
to  puichatiu  the  riill-lciiglh  on^iiutl  portiaitol  (j!(;iier!il  Zacli- 
ary  Taylor,  painted  liy  William  G.  iliovvii,  of  lliclmiond, 
if  the  Kaiiic  can  he  ohtained  at  a  price  dcuiiiud  hy  the  coni- 
initlre  to  be  rcasonahle. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  on  Monday 
last  by  Mr.  Bell,  came  up  for  consideration: 

Rr-.oivc(l,  Tlint  till:  reporter  or  the  .'O'nalu  he  <lir(cted  to 
miiply  earh  nicinhcr  of  the  llcmse  ol'  Ki.prenclitntivcs  wiih 
n  copy  ol  Ills  report  of  proceedings  and  dehate.s  ol'tlio  Uni- 


ted States  Senate  for  the  present  Congress;  the  expense  to 
be  paid  out  ol'the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BELL  said  that  he  had  not  anticipated  any 
objection  to  the  resolution  when  he  submitted  it 
for  consideration.  He  owed  it  to  the  reporter  of 
the  Senate  to  say  that  the  subject  had  been  brought 
before  the  Senate  without  any  consultation  with 
him.  The  only  communication  he  had  had  with 
the  reporter,  in  reference  to  the  matter,  was  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  he  could 
furnish  the  additional  copies  without  violating  his 
contract  with  the  Senate.  He  had  ascertained  that 
on  this  point  there  could  be  no  difficulty.  There 
appeared  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion  among  Sen- 
ators as  to  the  propriety  of  continuing  the  present 
system  of  reporting.  Into  this  question  he  did  not 
propose  to  go,  as  he  had  not  given  much  reflection 
to  it.  It  was  objected  that  the  resolution  imposed 
an  improper  tax  on  the  contingent  fund  of  the 
Senate.  But  he  regarded  it  as  perfectly  unimport- 
ant whether  the  cost  was  paid  from  the  fund  of  the 
one  House  or  the  other,  as,  in  either  case,  it  must 
come  from  the  same  source.  As  to  the  propriety 
of  continuing  the  present  system,  that  would  have 
to  be  decided  hereafter.  He  begged  it  to  be  un- 
derstood that,  in  offering  his  resolution,  he  did  not 
intend  to  imply  that  there  had  been  any  want  of 
comity  heretofore  in  relation  to  this  matter.  In- 
deed, some  of  the  Senators  seemed  to  have  been 
under  the  impression  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives was  already  furnished  with  the  reports 
under  the  original  resolution. 

Mr.  TURNEY  said  he  could  not  understand  on 
what  ground  the  House  could  complain  of  not  re- 
ceiving the  reports  of  the  yjroceedings  and  debates 
of  the  Senate,  as  it  was  already  receiving  twelve 
copies,  for  each  member,  of  the  Congressional  Globe 
and  Appendix,  where  the  proceedings  and  debates 
were  published  in  exlenso.  It  would  be  recollected 
that,  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Benton]  had  introduced  a 
resolution  to  rescind  the  resolution  by  which  the 
existing  engagement  with  the  reporter  was  autho- 
rized. He  had  been  for  some  time  expecting  that 
Senator  to  call  up  his  resolution  which  was  intend- 
ed to  stop  the  present  system,  under  which  it  had 
been  made  apparent  that  we  were  now  paying 
three  times  as  much  as  the  newspaper  press  of  the 
city  offered  to  give  full  and  prompt  reports  for. 
Under  this  new  system.  Senators  were  very  irreg- 
ularly supplied  with  the  copies  due  to  them. 
Sometimes  he  received  six  or  seven  of  the  weekly 
sheet,  instead  of  twenty,  to  which  he  was  entitlecJ. 
It  had  been  jiromised,  also,  that  the  reports  and 
proceedings  should  be  placed  on  the  tables  of  Sen- 
ators on  the  morning  after  the  debates  had  taken 
place,  which,  it  was  notorious,  had  scarcely  been 
ever  done.  There  had  sometimes  been  an  interval 
of  a  week  between  the  supplies  of  the  reports. 
The  members  of  the  House  were  supplied  with  the 
Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix.  He  did  not 
know  at  what  rale  they  were  supplied.  But  he 
found  that  we  were  paying  three  times  more  than 
we  ought  to  pay  for  the  reports  of  our  debates. 
He  would  prefer  that  the  House  should  provide 
its  own  reports,  which  it  might  readily  do  by 
making  a  contract  with  the  reporter. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  thought  it  eminently  proper 
that  the  Senate  should  furnish  the  reports  to  the 
House,  and  that  that  body  could  not  consistently 
contract  with  the  officers  of  the  Senate  for  the  pro- 
ceedings. Mr.  C.  would  venture  to  affirm,  that 
they  had  never  had  such  reports  as  were  now  fur- 
nished. He  did  not  mean  to  eissert  that  they, were 
perfect;  there  were  defects,  which  he  believed 
arose  out  of  the  very  limited  sum  allowed  the  re- 
porter, which  was  notoriously  insufficient  to  pay 
for  printing  and  reporting.  It  was  true  there  liad 
been  delays;  but  the  Senate  could  easily  understand, 
when  there  had  been  sessions  of  from  six  to  seven 
hours,  that  a  report  of  its  proceedings  cQuld  not  be 
supplied  on  so  limited  a  sti|)end  as  tliat  given.  He 
expressed  the  hope  that,  so  far  from  abandoning 
the  system,  the  Senate  would  go  on  to  improve 
upon  it,  and  furnish  the  means  necessary  for  its 
complete  accomplishment,  which  lie  conceived  of 
vastly  more  importance  than  any  sum  they  should 
be  called  on  to  pay. 

Mr.  TURNEY  insisted  that  the  reports  which 
were  now  made  were  not  more  accurate,  nor  in 
any  respect  better  than  those  published  in  the 
Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix.  There  had 
been,  therefore,  no  improvement  in  this  respect. 
The  Senator  from  Delaware  said  the  reports  could 
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not  be  perfect,  because  the  compensation  was  more 
too  limited.  Yet,  in  the  face  of  this  statement,  we 
I'ad  proposals  from  the  newspaper  press  to  give  full 
and  accurate  reports  for  one-third  of  the  amount 
now  paid.  It  appeared  strange,  that  while  we  are 
paying  such  an  exorbitant  sum,  we  should  be  told 
that  tlie  reports  cannot  be  perfect,  because  we  do 
not  pay  enough.  Would  not  the  same  amount 
have  enabled  Blair  &  Rives  to  give  full  reports? 
Let  them  have  the  money,  and  it  will  be  found 
sufficient.  The  effect  of  the  system  had  been  to 
cut  off  the  daily  newspaper  press  of  Washington 
from  reporting  the  debates  in  extenso,  as  they  had 
formerly  done,  and  as  correctly  as  they  had  ever 
been  sir\ce;  and,  besides,  it  could  not  be  asserted 
that  the  debates  of  the  body  were  not  to  be  found 
on  as  extended  a  scale  in  the  Appendix  to  the 
Congressional  Globe  as  they  were  by  the  reporter 
of  the  Senate.  He  did  not  think  the  subject  could 
stand  the  test  of  scrutiny,  and  he  must  call  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  professed  himself  friendly  to 
the  resolution,  but  desired  to  know  if  there  had 
been  any  understanding  as  to  the  cost  involved. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  answered  that  it  would  be  what 
the  Senate  pleased  to  allow. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Bell,  Borland,  Butler, 
Calhoun,  Cass,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Crittenden,  Davis  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Dayton,  Douglas,  Greene,  Hale,  Hannegan,  John- 
son of  Maryland,  Mason,  Moore,  Pearce,  Phelps,  Rusk, 
Spruance,  Underwood,  Uphatn,  and  Westcott — 26. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Ba^by,  Benton,  Breese, 
Bright,  Cameron,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dix,  Fetch,  Houston, 
Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Niles,  and  Turney — 15. 

Mr.  CASS  moved  to  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  relating  to  the  California  claims. 

Mr.  HALE  said  the  morning  hour  had  not  yet 
expired,  and  he  thought  the  leave  he  had  asked  to 
introduce  a  certain  bill  ought  to  be  first  disposed 
of.  He  had  no  disposition  to  debate  the  subject, 
but  he  desired  to  have  a  vote.  If  the  object  of  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Cass] 
was  to  get  rid  of  his  bill,  and  was  to  be  taken  as  a 
denial  of  leave  to  introduce  'it,  he  must  ask  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the 
question  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Badger,  Bag- 
by,  Bell,  Benton,  Breese,  Bright,  Cameron,  Cass,  Clayton, 
Crittenden,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Dix,  Fetch,  Hous- 
ton, Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Man- 
gum,  Mason,  Moor,  Pearce,  Kusk,  Spruance,  Underwood, 
and  Westcott— 29. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Calhoun,  Douglas,  Hale,  Niles,  Phelps, 
Turney,  and  Upham— 7. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  said  he  desired  to  have  taken 
up  the  territorial  bills,  and  had  voted  in  the  nega- 
tive because  he  thought  such  an  opportunity  would 
have  been  afforded.  He  gave  notice  that  he  should 
feel  it  his  duty  to  call  up  the  territorial  business 
the  earliest  moment  after  the  California  hill  was 
disposed  of. 

CALIFORNIA  CLAIMS. 
The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  settle  the  California  claims;  when 

Mr.  MASON  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  the  comiYiictee,  by  so  changing  its  purport  as  to 
make  it  a  provision  for  the  appointment  of  a  board 
of  three  commissioners,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  And  as  he 
looked  on  this  decision,  relating  to  a  constitutional 
point,  to  be  of  importance,  he  would  ask  that  the 
question  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

A  sufficient  number  rising  to  sustain  the  call,  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  he  should  have  prob- 
ably given  a  silent  vote  on  the  bill  but  for  the  con- 
stitutional question  which  had  been  raised.  He 
felt  a  due  respect  for. precedents,  but  he  thought 
those  which  had  been  quoted  by  the  Sftnator  from 
North  Carolina,  instead  of  being  favorable,  were 
adverse  to  the  bill.  He  then  considered  these  pre- 
cedents in  detail  for  the  purpose  of  sustaining  his 
view  of  their  effect.  Here  was  a  sum  of  #700,000 
to  be  disposed  of;  and  the  pensons  to  whom  the 
distribution  of  this  sum  was  to  be  committed,  could 
not  surely  be  regarded  as  other  than  officers,  and 
officers  of  an  important  character,  embracing  the 
duties  of  executive  and  Judicial  officers.  They  are 
not  employed  to  collect  matter  for  others  to  act  on, 
but  the  final  adjudication  of  this  amount  is  vested 
in  them.  He  could  not  sustain  the  bill  as  it  was 
reported,  and  he  would  vote  for  the  amendment  of 


the  Senator  from  Virginia.  He  had  no  personal 
acquaintance  with  Colonel  Fremont;  but  lie  had 
viewed  his  course  with  admiration,  and  could  he 
(Mr.  U.)  be  actuated  by  any  personal  feeling,  it 
might  induce  him  to  favor  the  bill.  He  thought 
the  amount  embraced  in  this  bill  exceeeded  con- 
sioerably-  the  estimate  made  by  Colonel  Fremont 
in  his  report,  and  wished  an  explanation. 

Mr.  BENTON  read  an  extract  from  the  report, 
in  which  the  estimate  appeared  to  be  in  conformity 
with  the  sum  embraced  m  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi ,  suggested  that  if  the 
battalion  had  continued  in  tire  service,  and  coming 
home,  had  left  claims  behind  them,  there  would 
have  been  no  hesitation  in  allowing  them  to  per- 
fect their  vouchers  at  the  spot  where  the  claims 
had  arisen,  and  that  was  all  that  the  bill  in  effect 
contemplated.  It  was  nothing  more  than  justice 
to  send  a  board  out  to  investigate  these  claims.  It 
was  proper  to  send  persons  who  were  well  inform- 
ed on  the  subject,  and  such  were  the  individuals 
named  in  the  bill,  whose  appointment  Congress 
was  fully  authorized  to  make. 

Mr.  NILES  stated  that  the  language  in  the  ori- 
ginal bill  directing  the  President  to  appoint,  and 
then  naming  the  persons  to  constitute  a  board,  was 
evidently  against  the  Constitution.  He  should  vote 
for  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Virginia  to 
the  report  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  PHELPS  also  expressed  his  intention  to 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia to  the  amendment  reported  by  the  commit- 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  considered  that  it  rested 
with  Congress  to  make  provision  for  the  payment 
of  these  claims,  and  also  to  prescribe  the  manner 
in  which  they  shall  be  paid.  Congress  can  say 
whether  they  shall  be  paid  in  California  or  here, 
and  prescribe  the  rules  by  which  the  payments 
shall  be  awarded.  Congress  can  also  select  the 
officers  to  examine  the  claims,  and  say,  unless 
the  claims  shall  be  certified  by  these  persons  who 
are  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  facts,  the  appro- 
priation shall  not  be  made.  It  is  all,  therefore, 
matter  for  legislation.  He  did  not,  therefore,  see 
that  the  constitutional  question  presented  itself  at 
all,  and  could  only  be  raised  by  a  process  of  inge- 
nious subtlety.  These  claims  are  of  a  peculiar 
character,  have  grown  up  out  of  a  singular  state  of 
circumstances,  and  ought  to  be  legalized  and  settled 
by  Congress.  The  conduct  of  Colonel  Fremont 
entitled  him  to  our  confidence,  and  on  him  we  could 
more  naturally  rely  than  on  any  persons  who  have 
not  had  the  same  connection  with  the  claims. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  entertained  no  doubt  as 
to  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  appoint 
these  officers  for  the  purpose  specified.  He  con- 
sidered Congress  as  having  the  same  power  to 
appoint  these  officers  as  to  appoint  agents  to  take 
the  census  every  ten  years.  This  is  nothing  more 
than  an  adjustment  of  claims  pending  before  Con- 
gress. It  "is  not  before  the  Executive.  Congress 
alone  can  authorize  and  regulate  the  adjustment. 
It  is  a  Legislative,  not  an  Executive,  function. 
The  claims  arose  out  of  no  law,  and  Congress  has 
to  determine  how  they  shall  be  disposed  of.  It  is 
our  business  to  give  them  validity,  before  they 
can  have  any.  And  will  it  be  contended  that 
Congress  is  restricted  from  pointing  out  in  what 
way  their  validity  shall  be  established.'  Colonel 
Fremont,  in  his  opinion,  was  the  most  merito- 
rious American  of  his  age  now  in  existence;  and 
had  he  (Mr.  A.)  the  power  of  appointment,  he 
would,  ere  this,  have  given  him  a  military  appoint- 
ment in  Mexico,  for  which  nature  had  so  clearly 
formed  him.  He  would  vote  for  the  bill  as  amend- 
ed by  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  BUTLER  pointed  out  some  discrepancies 
in  the  argument  which  had  been  raised  on  the  dis- 
tinction between  an  office  and  an  employment. 
From  this  argument  it  seemed  to  result,  that  while 
the  paymaster  who  checks  the  drafts  of  the  board 
is  an  officer,  they  who  direct  the  mode  of  payment 
are  not  officers.  According  to  this  logic,  the  lowest 
office  in  fact  is  the  highest  in  rank.  He  looked  on 
this  as  an  office,  because  it  involved  a  disbursement 
of  $700,000. 

Mr.  CASS  said  that  these  operations  had  taken 
place  at  a  distance,  and  he  gathered  from  the  sen- 
timents of  Senators  on  both  sides  the  Chamber 
that  the  conduct  of  all  engaged  in  them  had  been 
such  as  to  deserve  the  approbation  of  the  Govern- 
ment. In  the  regular  course  of  events,  the  articles 
'  for  which  payment  ia  claimed  would  have  been 


obtained  under  a  requisition  from  the  commander- 
in-chief,  and  they  would  have  been  paid  for  at  the 
moment  and  on  the  spot.  The  trust  is  now  con- 
tinued in  these  officers  down  to  the  period  when 
they  shall  be  completed. 

Mr.  BADGER  said,  as  it  appeared  there  were 
other  Senators  who  desired  to  address  the  Senate, 
he  would  move  that  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject  be  postponed  for  the  present;  and,  as 
there  was  a  question  of  some  importance  to  be  dis- 
posed of  in  Executive  session,  he  would  move  that 
the  Senate  pi-oceed  to  the  consideration  of  Execu- 
tive business;  which  motion  was  agreed  to;  and 
the  Senate,  after  some  considerable  time  spent  with 
closed  doors. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  Jpril  27,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  first  business  in 
order  was  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
recommending  the  printing  of  10,000  copies  extra 
of  the  correspondence  between  the  Secretary  of 
War  and  Generals  Scott  and  Taylor,  and  the  cor- 
respondence between  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
Mr.  Trist,  which  was  communicated  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  some  time  since,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  House;  and  the 
amendment  pending  thereto,  which  was  moved 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  so  as  to  print 
also  the  additional  correspondence  which  was  com- 
municated by  the  President  on  the  25th  instant. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  claimed  the  floor.  This  mat- 
ter, he  said,  had  been  detained  some  days,  with  a 
view  to  get  in  the  complete  correspondence.  He 
wished  the  whole  correspondence  published;  and 
his  object  now  in  rising  was  to  move  to  amend 
the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Henley]  so  as  to  include  in  the  order  to  publish 
ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  correspondence 
at  first  furnished,  the  correspondence  which  came 
into  the  House  yesterday. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  that  proposition 
was  already  pending  on  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Cobb.] 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  said  it  would  be  unnecessary, 
then,  for  him  to  make  the  motion.  He  wished, 
however,  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on  this  subject. 
He  did  not  intend  to  make  what  was  commonly 
called  a  speech ;  but  he  wished ,  for  a  few  moments, 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  one  or  two 
circumstances.  It  turned  out  that  he  had  been 
entirely  right  in  his  conjecture  in  relation  to  this 
correspondence.  When  he  had  said  to  the  House 
that  important  letters  had  been  kept  back,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  [Mr.  McLane]  had  said 
that  there  was  no  weight  to  be  attached  to  his  state- 
ment; that  he  was  in  the  dark  in  his  conjectures 
in  relatioh  to  the  letters  which  had  not  been  sent 
in;  that  he  was  very  much  in  the  situation  of  a 
man  shooting  at  random  into  a  big  tree  for  birds. 
But  it  had  turned  out  that  there  was  a  bird  in  the 
tree,  and  his  arrow  had  been  sent  in  the  right 
direction. 

But  before  he  remarked  upon  the  declaration  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Henley,]  that 
there  were  no  such  letters  withheld;  that  he  had 
the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  for  making 
the  declaration  that  there  were  no  such  letters;  he 
wished  to  allude  to  the  remarkable  circumstances 
which  had  been  exposed  and  commented  upon 
with  so  great  force  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Stephens]  as  to  relieve  him  from  the  neces- 
sity of  saying  much  on  this  subject — he  meant  the 
course  of  the  Administration  in  refusing  to  them, 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  information  which 
they  had  seen  fit  to  communicate  in  other  ways. 
The  first  instance  of  this  was  when  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhett]  had  brought 
forward  a  paper  here  which  had  not  been  sent  in 
to  the  House — a  part  of  the  original  correspond- 
ence— and  had  read  it  here.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  said  that  that  jmper  had  slipped 
out  of  the  correspondence,  and  had  been  handed  to 
him,  and  he  had  brought  it  here.  Not  long  after  , 
that,  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  ,[M  r.  McLane,] 
he  believed,  had  alluded  to  correspondence  which 
had  not  been  communicated  to  the  public.  The 
House  had  then  called  for  the  Slidell  correspond- 
ence; it  had  been  refused,  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  not  entitled  to  receive  it,  because  its  publica- 
tion would  be  detrimental  to  the  public  interests. 
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Yet  in  the  course  of  ten  days  it  was  published  in 
the  New  York  papers.  i 

Mr.  McLAlVE  (the  floor  being  yielded)  was 
understood  to  say  that  the  gentleman  was  under 
a  misapprehension.  He  had  cautiously  avoided 
any  allusion  to  correspondence  which  had  not  been 
communicated  to  this  House — to  correspondence 
which  had  not  been  published. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  was  liappy  to  be  corrected 
by  the  gentleman.  He  had  been  under  the  impres- 
sion that  on  some  previous  occasion  the  gemleman 
from  Maryland  had  brought  in  letters  which  had 
not  been  communicated  to  the  House:  but  it  was 
no  matter  about  that.  It  was  the  fact  in  the  other 
tsvo  cases  which  he  had  mentioned — the  first,  where 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  brought 
certain  papers  into  this  House  which  he  had  ob- 
tained from  the  department,  and  which  had  never 
been  communicated;  and  the  other  where  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  had  broughtin  certain  letters 
connected  with  the  correspondence  at  present  in 
question — which  letters  the  House  had  called  for 
and  had  not  received.  The  instructions  to  Mr. 
Slidell  also  had  been  called  for  at  an  early  period 
of  the  session,  and  the  President  had  refused  to 
communicate  them  to  the  House,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  public  interests, 
and  they  a  short  time  afterwards  appeared  in  the 
New  York  papers,  when  it  suited  the  interest  of 
the  persons  having  the  control  of  them  to  give  theni 
to  the  public.  The  House  had  made  a  call  for 
this  correspondence  between  General  Scott,  Mr. 
Trist,  the  War  Department,  and  others.  They 
received  a  part  of  it:  a  number  of  the  letters  were 
cut  to  pieces — a  sentence  or  two  given  here  and 
there,  and  the  remainder  withheld.  It  turned  out, 
however,  that  these  very  same  letters,  whicli  were 
not  to  be  furnished  to  the  House,  (oh!  no,  they 
were  not  to  have  them;  if  they  did,  they  would  reach 
Mexico,)  were  sent  off  to  General  Pdlow;  and  he 
used  them  in  the  city  of  Mexico,  and  they  were 
published  there;  and  ni  this  way  they  had  become 
known  here;  and  yet,  even  under  the  late  call  of 
the  House,  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Presi- 
dent had  not  furnished  them  to  this  House!  He 
complained  again  that  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  of  inquiry  had  been  held  back.  Gentlemen 
said  the  House  of  Representatives  ought  not  to  be 
trusted  with  these  things;  yet  it  was  not  ten  days 
after  that  we  had-  seen  these  very  letters  of  Mr. 
Marcy  published  in  the  papers !  It  seemed  the 
settled  purpose  of  the  Administration  to  show  its 
contempt  of  this  House — a  coordinate  branch  of  the 
Government — the  immediate  representative  of  the 
people. 

But  the  most  striking  case  of  all  was,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  had  brought  forward  four 
letters  which  had  been  furnished  him  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  which  he  acknowledged  belonged 
to  the  correspondence  which  had  been  called  for 
by  the  House,  but  which  he  said  the  Secretary  of 
War  did  not  consider  would  be  wanted,  and  there- 
fore he  had  not  furnished  them;  and  which  he  also 
said  were  all  the  letters  which  belonged  to  the  cor- 
respondence called  for.  Now,  he  (Mr.  C.)  intended 
to  convict  the  Secretary  of  an  attempt  to  palm  off 
upon  this  House  and  the  country  a  deliberate  false- 
hood; he  had  no  doubt  about  the  fact.  He  acquit- 
ted the  gentleman  from  Indiana  of  all  intention  to 
deceive  the  country;  he  presumed  the  gentleman 
himself  had  been  deceived  by  the  Secre(ary,  who 
had  stated  a  falsehood  to  him,  and  induced  him  to 
repeat  it  to  the  House.  He  knew  he  was  using 
strong  language  against  a  man  who  stood  in  high 
position,  but  he  intended  to  make  good  his  asser- 
tion. 

He  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  The  call 
was  for  all  the  correspondence  between  General 
Scott  and  the  Secretary  of  War  not  heretofore  pub- 
Ushed.  Now,  a  great  deal  had  been  published — 
the  letters  written  by  General  Scott  while  here  in 
the  city,  detailing  the  filana  of  the  campaign,  &c.; 
but  the  House  had  called  for  everything  not  pub- 
lished, the  communication  of  which  would  not  be 
detrimental  to  the  public  interests.  Under  that 
call,  if  the  Secretary  had  read  it,  he  must  have 
seen  that  these  four  letters  should  have  come  in; 
but  in  his  ajiology,  made  yesterday,  In:  said  he  did 
not  send  in  these  four  letters  because  he  conceived 
they  did  not  form  a  part  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween himself  and  General  Scott.  He  gave  no 
reason  for  that  opinion,  except  that  General  Scott, 
ill  hi*  letter  of  iho  24th  of  February,  1848,  spoke 


of  them  as  memoirs.  Now,  in  the  first  place,  had 
the  Secretary  read  that  letter  at  that  time?  He  did 
not  believe  General  Scott  had  written  that  letter 
when  the  call  was  made;  at  all  events,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  could  not  have  received  it.  But, 
whether  he  had  or  not,  because  General  Scott  sfioke 
of  them  as  memoirs,  the  Secretary  of  War  did  not 
send  them  in!  Was  that  to  be  understood  as  the 
excuse  of  the  Secretary  of  War.'  But  the  Secre- 
tary did  not  misunderstand  it,  and  he  (Mr.  C.) 
would  show  that  he  did  not. 

It  would  be  recollected  that  he  had  complained 
that  General  Scott's  letters  detailing  his  plan  of  a 
campaign  had  not  been  sent  in,  and  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Henley,]  in  his  speech, 
attempted  to  refute  that  allegation.  That  he  might 
do  no  injustice  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  he 
would  read  an  extract  from  that  gentleman's  speech, 
giving  first  a  quotation  which  that  gentleman  had 
made  from  a  speech  of  his  (Mr.  C.'s)  own,  and 
then  the  gentleman's  denial  of  the  charge  which 
he  had  made.  This  was  what  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  quoted  from  his  (Mr.  C.'s)  speech: 

"The  Administration,  while  apparently  undertaking  to 
furnish  all  tlie  correspondence  of  General  Scott,  knew  well 
that  it  was  important  not  to  send  in  General  Scott's  plan  of 
the  campaign." 

"General  Scott  accordingly  elaborated  a  plan  of  a  cam- 
paign, which  the  Administration  has  not  thought  proper  to 
give  to  the  public." 

And  here  is  the  language  which  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  used  in  reply  : 

"  Niw  he  (Mr.  H.)  was  prepared  to  say,  froin  a  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  correspondence,  and  from  positive  informa- 
tion which  he  had  received  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  that 
there  was  not  one  solitary  letter  called  for  by  the  resolution 
of  the  House  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Secretary 
of  War  and  General  Scott  which  had  not  been  furnished, 
except  two  or  three,  which  he  would  exhibit  here." 

Again  : 

"The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  found  that  there 
were  four  letters  which  were  not  sent  to  this  House,  and  liis 
imagination  had  conjured  up  some  groat  frauds,  and  he  had 
intimated  that  he  should  be  able  to  prove  some  great  wrongs 
on  the  partTof  the  Administration  and  Mr.  Marcy." 

There  was  another  extract  in  these  words  : 
"  Now,  he  had  those  four  letters,  with  which  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  thought  he  should  be  able  to  ac- 
complish so  much,  and,  to  show  how  unfounded  were  the 
gentleman's  conjectures,  he  would  read  them." 

Thus  it  would  seem  T^hat  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  joined  issue  with  him.  Here  was  a  de- 
nial distinctly  made.  Now,  if  Mr.  Marcy  did  not 
understand  from  the  resolution  itself  that  the  call 
was  for  all  the  correspondence  between  him  and 
General  Scott,  he  surely  knew  it  from  the  remarks 
made  on  this  floor  in  the  course  of  debate,  and 
published  in  the  daily  newspapers.  Well,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  in  the  course  of  his  remarks, 
from  which  he  (Mr.  C.)  had  now  quoted,  attempt- 
ed to  refute  his  charges  by  bringing  in  four  letters, 
and  attempting  to  palm  them  off  as  the  letters  re- 
ferred to.  Everjrbody  would  see  that  if  these  let- 
ters were  not  included  in  the  call  for  the  correspond- 
ence, it  would  have  been  very  easy  for  the  Secre- 
tary oP'War  to  say  so.  And  he  might  have  said 
that  he  saw  in  speeches  delivered  here  that  charges 
were  made  against  him  of  withholding  General 
Scott's  plan  of  the  campaign,  but  that  it  was  not  in 
the  call.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana,  too,  might 
have  come  here  and  stated  that  fact.  But  the  Sec- 
retary said  no  such  thing.  He  well  knew  if  he 
had  said  so  to  this  House  there  would  have  been 
another  call  upon  him  for  those  letters  and  that 
plan  of  a  campaign,  and  that  those  documents 
would  have  been  drawn  from  him. 

Mr.  HENLEY  interposed  to  say  that  he  thought 
he  did  make  such  a  statement  to  the  House.  To 
the  best  of  his  recollection  he  made  such  a  state- 
ment, that  General  Scott's  plan  of  the  campaign 
was  not  called  for.  He  believed  he  had  said  so  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Ste- 
phens,] and  he  said  it  now. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  said  he  was  infinitely  obliged 
to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  for  the  interruption 
and  explanation,  but  he  again  repeated  that  when 
the  question  was  put  to  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana, on  the  occasion  referred  to,  that  gentleman 
made  no  such  statement.  He  did — some  time  after 
he  had  taken  his  seat — some  half  hour  after  the 
discussion  had  taken  place — after  the  yeas  and 
nays  had  been  called  forand  taken,  and  some  other 
business  had  been  transacted,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  had  occupied  the 
floor — rise  from  his  seat  and  insist  that  these  let- 
ters had  not  been  called  for.  The  gentleman  at 
that  time  had  had  an  opportunity  to  see  the  Secre- 


tary of  War,  or  to  have  a  conference  with  some  of 
his  associates.  But  the  statement  was  not  made 
at  the  time.  It  was  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
[Mr.  McLane]  who  rose  and  contended  that  the 
resolution  did  not  call  for  these  letters.  Thereupon 
he  (Mr.  C.)  read  the  resolution  making  the  call,  to, 
show  that  it  did  einbrace  these  very  letters,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  seemed  to  have  aban- 
doned his  objection. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  if,  at  the  time  alluded  to, 
he  did  not — though  his  impression  was  that  he 
did — he  now  asserted  that  the  letters  now  men- 
tioned by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [iMr. 
Clingman]  were  not  called  for,  and  he  could  not 
imagine  how  the  gentleman  could  suppose  they 
were. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  was  astonished  at  the  decla- 
ration of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  He  would 
call  to  the  attention  of  the  House  the  extract  which 
the  gentleman  had  read  from  his  (Mr.  C.'s)  own 
speech : 

"  The  Administration,  while  apparently  undertaking  to 
furnish  all  the  correspondence  of  General  Scott,  knew  well 
that'll  was  important  not  to  send  in  General  Scott's  plan  of 
the  campaign.  »  "  *  General  Scott  accordingly  elabo- 
rated a  plan  of  a  campaign,  which  the  Administration  has 
not  thought  proper  to  give  to  the  public." 

And  with  these  extracts  before  him,  v/hich  he 
read  to  the  House,  the  gentleman  did  not  know 
that  he  (Mr.  C.)  alluded  to  General  Scott's  plan 
of  a  campaign!  Why,  the  gentleman's  intellect 
must  have  been  wonderfully  obtuse.  He  repeated, 
the  gentleman  had  exhibited  an  obtusity  of  intel- 
lect of  which  he  had  not  supposed  any  human 
being  capable.  The  gentleman,  no  doubt,  had 
been  misled  by  the  false  statement  of  the  Secretary. 
He  had  thereby  been  induced  to  put  his  objection 
on  the  wrong  ground.  The  Secretary  supposed  it 
was  easier  to  induce  the  gentlernan  from  Indiana 
to  state  a  falsehood,  with  a  view  of  misleading  the 
House  and  the  country,  than  to  state  his  justifica- 
tion on  the  ground  now  assumed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana.  It  was  obvious,  from  all  that  had 
occurred,  that  the  Secretary  had  a  deliberate  pur- 
pose to  practise  a  fraud,  by  inducing  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  to  make  a  statement  to  the  House 
which  the  Secretary  knew  himself  to  -be  false. 
But,  on  this  point,  it  was  not  necessary  that  he 
should  longer  detain  the  House. 

There  were,  however,  one  or  two  other  points 
on  which  he  desired  to  say  a  word  or  two.  The 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  in  the  course  of  his  re- 
marks, as  he  learned  from  the  published  reports — 
and  he  really  thought  he  had  cause  to  complain  of 
him  as  well  as  of  the  Secretary — made  some  other 
remarks  which  required  a  passing  notice.  When 
he  (Mr.  C.)  spoke  on  that  subject  before,  it  would 
be  recollected  that  he  expressly  declared  that  he 
desired  these  documents  for  the  purpose  of  estab- 
lishing two  facts:  first,  he  desired  to  acquit  Gen- 
eral Scott  of  the  charge  of  leaving  General  Taylor 
with  a  small  and  insufficient  force  to  meet  the  Mex- 
ican army  under  General  Santa  Anna.  When  he 
looked  over  these  documents  yesterday,  he  was 
struck  with  one  remarkable  fact.  This  call  was 
made  on  the  17th  of  April,  but  the  Secretary  of 
War,  instead  of  answering  promptly,  and  sending 
those  letters  to  this  House,  kept  them  waiting  from 
ten  to  twelve  days;  and  he  found  that  on  the  21st  - 
of  April,  four  days  after  the  call  was  made  by  the 
adoption  of  his  resolution,  the  Secretary  indites  a 
letter  to  General  Scott,  which  fills  some  forty-nine 
pages  of  manuscript,  and  is  full  of  invective  against 
the  commander-in-chief;  and  that  letter,  written 
with  so  much  labor  after  the  call  was  made,  he 
sends  to  this  House  as  a  part  of  the  correspond- 
ence contemplated  by  the  resolution  !  He  really 
gave  the  Secretary  credit  for  his  industry.  Four 
days,  be  it  remarked,  after  the  call  was  made,  the 
Secretary  began  a  tirade  of  abuse  against  General 
Scott,  which,  from  a  hasty  perusal,  appeared  to 
throw  out  imputations  on  the  courage  and  honor 
of  General  Scott,  and  on  all  that  a  soldier  holds 
dear.  Yes,  the  Secretary,  finding  that  the  facts 
would  come  out,  thought  proper  thus  to  prepare  a 
defence  for  liimself  and  the  Administration,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  assail  General  Scott.  But  Gen- 
eral Scott's  character  would  yet  stand  clear  before 
the  country.  The  whole  correspondence,  when 
it  could  be  brought  before  the  country,  would 
make  that  appear.  It  would  appear  that  General 
$colt  was  not  resiionsible  for  the  position  in  which 
General  Taylor  was  placed.  It  would  appear  from 
tht  reports  of  the  department  that  General  Taylor 
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had  seven  thousand  regulars  and  thirteen  thousand 
five  hundred  vokinleers,  and  that  five  thousand  of 
the  regulars  were  drawn  from  him  for  General 
Scott's  column,  leaving  two  thousand  regulars  and 
a  heavy  volunteer  force;  and  the  Government  un- 
dertook to  call  out  nine  new  regiments,  that  Gen- 
eral Taylor  might  be  amply  sustained.  General 
Taylor  was  then  understood  to  be  at  Monterey, 
and  if  the  Administration  had  kept  its  promise. 
General  Taylor  would  have  been  in  no  danger. 
The  Secretary  of  War  attempted  to  throw  the 
blame  on  General  Scott,  but  the  facts  would  not 
bear  him  out. 

Another  point  to  which  he  had  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  was,  that  the  department  had 
not  supplied  General  Scott  with  adequate  means 
after  the  capture  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  to  this  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  [Mr.  Henlev]  replied,  and 
attempted  to  sustain  himself  by  high  authority. 
To  a  quotation  from  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  he  called  the  especial  attention  of  the 
House.  The  gentleman  undertook  to  sustain  him- 
self by  reading  extracts  from  the  eorrespondence 
of  General  Scott,  from  one  of  whose  letters  he  read 
the  following: 

"  Tlie  Quartermaster  General  (brevet  Major  General  Jesup) 
at  New  Orliaiis  lias,  I  find,  taken  all  proper  measures,  with 
judgment  and  promptitude,  to  provide  everything  depending 
on  his  department  lor  the  despatch  and  success  of  my  expe- 
dition." 

Now,  to  understand  the  fairness  of  the  gentle- 
man's quotations,  he  begged  the  House  to  listen 
to  the  next  sentence  of  the  same  letter,  which  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  did  not  read: 

"  Transports,  caslvs  filled  vvltii  water,  &c.,  are  accordingly 
expected  to  arrive  liere  and  ofTTampico  before  the  7th  of  the 
next  month." 

So,  then,  it  appeared  that  General  Scott  liberally 
gave  the  Quartermaster  General  credit,  not  for  what 
he  had  done,  but  for  what  he  had  promised  to  do, 
and  for  supplies  expected  in  the  course  of  the  next 
month.  Now,  he  had  in  this  a  right  to  complain  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  for  doing  what  he  must 
call  garbling  a  letter.  Here  were  two  sentences 
taken  together,  one  of  which  only  was  given  by 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  though  the  latter  was 
so  intimately  connected  with  the  former.  The 
gentleman  from  Indiana  quoted  the  first  only,  which 
was  so  well  calculated  to  mislead  the  country.  This 
was  unfair  to  General  Scott,  for  there  were  hun- 
dreds in  the  country  who  would  read  the  speech  of 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Indiana  who  would 
never  see  the  document  from  which  he  professed 
to  quote. 

But,  to  pass  to  another  point.  The  gentleman 
from  Indiana  also  quoted  from  another  part  of  his 
(Mr.  C.'s)  speech,  which  was  unfortunately  not 
accurately  reported.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana 
had  represented  him  as  saying  that,  after  detailing 
General  Scott's  wonderful  achievements,  for  all 
this  he  had  been  suspended.  Now,  what  he  did 
say  was,  that  after  all  his  victories,  General  Scott 
had  been  suspended,  without  cause  assigned  to  the 
public,  and  not  that  he  had  been  suspended  in  conse- 
quence of  those  victories.  On  the  contrary,  he  put 
the  question,  again  and  again.  Why  had  Genei-al 
Scott  been  suspended.''  He  on  that  occasion  asked 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  McLane,] 
who  criticised  one  of  General  Scott's  orders, 
whether  he  had  been  suspended  from  the  command 
on  that  account?  Whether  this  court  of  inquiry 
had  been  gotten  up  to  try  him  for  an  offence  against 
the  rules  of  rhetoric  or  for  grammatical  errors.' 
He  asked  again,  if  it  was  on  account  of  the  cor- 
respondence with  General  Worth  that  he  was 
suspended?  And  here  he  must  admit,  that  in  one 
thing  he  had  been  mistaken,  and  he  was  ready  to 
make  the  amende  honorable.  He  did  say  on  that 
occasion,  that  he  would  not  stultify  the  Adminis- 
tration so  far  as  to  say  that  they  would  suspend 
General  Scott  for  anything  that  was  in  the  Scott 
and  Worth  correspondence.  It  would  appear, 
liowcver,  that  if  he  was  to  rely  on  the  statements 
of  the  public  press,  he  had  given  too  much  credit 
to  the  Secretary's  intellect.  He  was  ready  to  re- 
tract what  he  had  said;  for,  from  the  letters  circu- 
lated through  the  newspapers,  it  did  seem  to  him 
that  General  Scott  had  been  suspended  for  writing 
that  correspondence.  He  was  nevertheless  aston- 
ished, partisan  as  Mr.  Marcy  was,  that  a  man  of 
his  judicial  mind  could  have  been  guilty  of  such  an 
egregious  blunder.  He  said  judicial  mind,  be- 
cause Mr.  Marcy 's  parlisans  and  pullers  boasted 
that  his  "judicial  mind  is  felt  heavily  in  his  corre- 
spondence wiihSooit."    Until  these  puffs  brought 


it  to  his  mind,  he  had  forgotten  that  he  had  ever 
been  a  judge;  nor  could  he  now,  in  looking  over 
Mr.  Marcy 's  judicial  career,  recollect  any  remark- 
able decision,  except  the  notable  one  made  by  him, 
that  the  State  of  New  York  owed  him  fifty  cents 
for  having  his  breeches  mended,  because  torn  in 
the  service  of  that  State.  His  judicial  celebrity 
seemed  to  rest  on  this  single  decision. 

When  Mr.  Marcy  used  to  sit  upon  the  bench, 
if  an  advocate  had  appealed  from  his  decision  upon 
the  ground  that  it  was  illegal,  all  this  would  have 
been  proper  enough.  But  suppose  the  party  taking 
the  appeal  had  likewise  declared  that  the  judge  was 
actuated  by  malice,  and  that  his  conduct  was  un- 
becoming a  gentleman  and  a  judge,  would  he  not 
have  punished  such  an  individual  for  a  contempt 
of  the  court?  This  was  precisely  General  Scott's 
case;  and  when,  therefore.  General  Worth,  under 
pretence  of  appealing,  placed  in  General  Scott's 
hands  a  paper  containing  these  charges,  he  prop- 
erly directed  General  Worth  to  consider  himself 
under  arrest.  But  in  point  of  fact  the  appeal  was 
not  from  the  order  of  arrest,  but  simply  from  the 
refusal  of  General  Scott  to  say  that  General  Worth 
had  not  been  implicated  in  one  of  Scott's  general 
orders  against  the  publishers  of  the  Leonidas  letter, 
no  one  being  named  or  referred  to  particularly  in 
that  order. 

The  Secretary  himself,  however,  hsid  scarcely 
the  hardihood  to  affirm  that  on  so  frivolous  a  pre- 
text General  Scott  had  been  suspended  and  put  on 
trial.  He  admits  that  there  was  no  direct  charge 
made  by  General  Worth,  but  argues  jesuitically 
that  he  is  obliged  to  regard  General  Worth's  appeal 
as  implying  a  charge.  His  (Mr.  C.'s)  assertion  in 
the  former  debate,  that  these  were  seized  upon  as 
mere  pretexts  to  suspend  General  Scott  and  degrade 
him  from  his  position,  had  been  fully  verified  by 
subsequent  events;  for,  on  the  meeting  of  that  court, 
as  soon  as  General  Scott  presented  himself  for  trial, 
the  charges  were  formally  withdrawn. 

General  Scott's  whole  crime  consisted  in  his 
having  made  a  campaign  too  brilliant  and  glorious. 
It  is  a  custom  with  Eastern  despots,  when  one  of 
their  satraps  or  pachas  fails  in  a  campaign,  to  have 
him  publicly  executed  on  his  return;  but,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  he  should  be  too  successful,  if  his 
exploits  should  be  so  brilliant  and  captivating  as  to 
render  him  the  object  of  envy  and  fear,  then  the 
mutes  of  the  despot  are  sent  to  strangle  him  pri- 
vately with  a  bowstring  on  his  way  home.  Mr. 
Polk,  adopting  this  Eastern  fashion,  has  sent  out 
his  mu-tes  to  do  execution  on  General  Scott  because 
his  exploits  have  been  so  great  and  striking  as  to 
render  him  formidable  to  the  President. 

He  was  here  reminded  of  a  rumor  which  he 
heard  two  weeks  since,  and  which  he  then  hoped 
was  not  true,  though  references  subsequently  made 
to  the  same  rumor  in  some  of  the  papers  caused 
him  to  fear  that  there  might  be  some  foundation 
for  it.  It  was  to  have  been  hoped,  after  General 
Scott  had  been  ejected  from  his  office,  deprived  of 
his  sword,  and  disgraced,  as  far  as  the  Govern- 
ment had  power  to  disgi'ace  him,  he  would  have 
been  permitted  to  return  to  his  country.  But  it  is 
said  that,  upon  the  news  reaching  here  that  the 
court  of  inquiry  was  about  to  finish  its  labors  and 
adjourn  to  the  United  States  with  the  view  of  ex- 
amining the  witnesses  in  this  country,  to  prevent 
this  a  special  messenger  had  been  sent  out  forbid- 
ding them  to  do  so,  with  a  view  to  detaining  Gen- 
eral Scott  in  that  country,  he  being  ordered  to 
attend  the  court  until  its  final  adjournment.  It 
seemed  to  be  understood  that  the  purpose  of  the 
Administration  was  to  prevent  his  return  to  this 
country  until  after  the  National  Convention  shall 
have  met  at  least,  if  not  until  (he  end  of  the  year. 
If  the  Administration  have  such  a  purpose  in  view, 
he  would  tell  them  in  advance  they  would  fail  of 
their  object.  Richard  the  Lion-hearted  of  England 
was  detained  for  a  long  while  in  a  foreign  land  a 
prisoner  by  the  Austrian  Duke,  but  he  was  ulti- 
mately ransomed  by  his  subjects;  and  the  Ameri- 
can people  will  ransom  General  Scott  and  liberate 
him  from  his  captivity  in  a  foreign  land.  It  was  a 
short  despatch,  something  like  these  words,  "Take 
care  of  yourself,  for  the  devil  is  let  loose,"  that 
made  the  knees  of  King  John  shake  upon  his 
throne,  and  there  may  come  along  these  lightning 
wires  a  similar  despatch  which  will  shake  the  knees 
of  our  King  James.  " 

It  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  vindicate  at  this 
day  General  Scott's  character  as  a  military  man. 
In  this  elaborate  assault  of  the  Secretary  on  Gen- 


eral Scott  he  was  pleased  to  find,  that  without  in- 
tending it,  he  relieved  him  from  the  charge  of 
having  prevented  General  Taylor's  onward  ad- 
vance from  the  Rio  Grande.  He  says  that  the  idea 
of  further  movements  in  that  quarter  had  never 
been  entertained  by  the  Administration.  He  de- 
nies that  any  credit  is  due  to  General  Seott  for  the 
plan  of  attack  on  Vera  Cruz.  He  says  that  every 
man  of  common  sense  knew  that  that  was  the 
proper  point  of  attack.  He  (Mr.  C.)  must  remind 
the  House,  however,  that  the  Administration  favor- 
ed another  plan,  and  endeavored  to  supersede  Gen- 
eral Scott  by  a  lieutenant  general  who  insisted  that 
Vera  Cruz  ought  not  to  be  assailed,  and  wished 
to  supersede  General  Scott  iDecause  he  insisted  on 
assailing  Vera  Cruz — a  point  regarded  as  impreg- 
nable by  the  intended  lieutenant  general.  After, 
however,  the  city  and  its  fortress  had  been  cap- 
tured, the  Secretary  has  the  effrontery  to  pretend 
that  everybody  knew  that  this  could  be  easily  done. 
As  the  letters  now  furnished  would  show,  General 
Scott  foresaw  clearly  how  this  could  be  effected; 
but  the  Administration  do  not  seem  to  have  seen 
it.  They  were  in  the  dark,  as  they  were  with 
reference  to  his  first  plan  of  campaign  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  wherein  all  his  predictions  ha<j|been  veri- 
fied, though  the  Administration  had  condemned 
and  ridiculed  his  views.  History  would  yet  do 
justice  to  his  extraordinary  campaign  of  last  year. 
He  (Mr.  C.)  should  be  gratified  if  the  Speaker's 
distinguished  constituent,  Prescott,  the  first  his- 
torian of  the  age,  would  take  the  subject  in  hand. 
He  might  render  not  less  famous  in  after  ages  the 
advance  of  the  ten  thousand  Americans  than 
was  the  retreat  of  the  teh  thousand  Greeks  ren- 
dered immortal  by  the  pen  of  Xenophon.  The 
Administration  might  try  in  vain  to  decry  Gen- 
eral Scott.  It  might  try  in  vain  to  place  Pillow 
and  its  other  minions  above  him.  He  stands 
on  an  elevation  beyond  their  reach.  The  opin- 
ion of  the  country  has  undergone  a  great  change 
in  relation  to  General  Scott  within  a  few  years 
past.  The  circumstances  under  which  he  first 
acquired  distinction  were  well  known.  It  was 
after  a  series  of  disasters  on  our  northern  frontier 
during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  after  Hull 
had  surrendered,  and  our  army  had  been  defeated 
and  disgraced  almost  everywhere,  that  he  attracted 
public  attention.  He  at  once  succeeded  in  giving 
discipline  and  courage  to  the  troops  that  he  com- 
manded. His  first  action  at  Glueenstown  was 
sufficient  to  make  him  prominent.  With  only 
three  hundred  and  fifty  men  he  crossed  the  river 
and  effected  a  landing  in  the  face  of  the  British 
army.  He  kept  his  position  during  a  great  part 
of  the  day  against  immense  odds  until  more  than 
half  his  force  was  destroyed — his  men  never  giving 
way,  and  himself  a  mark  for  the  sharpshooters; 
nor  did  he  surrender  until  it  became  evident  that 
the  remainder  of  the  American  army  could  not  be 
induced  to  cross  the  river  to  his  support.  This 
was  the  only  defeat  he  ever  met,  if,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, it  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  a  vic- 
tory. From  that  time  forward  he  was  successful 
in  every  struggle.  His  name  of  "  Winfield,"at 
which  the  Secretary  sneers,  is  characteristic  of 
his  career.  He  (Mr.  C.)  need  barely  refer  to  his 
victoi-ies  at  Fort  George,  Chippewa,  and  Lundy's 
Lane,  over  the  veterans  of  England.  We  regard 
the  recent  battles  in  Mexico  as  bloody,  and  they 
have  been  so.  The  battle  of  Buena  Vista  was  not 
only  most  glorious,  but  it  is  justly  regarded  as 
perhaps  the  most  bloody.  General  Taylor's  loss 
was  seven  hundred  and  one  out  of  a  force  of  five 
thousand,  or  nearly  one-seventh  of  his  entire  force. 
But  at  Lundy's  Lane,  the  brigade  commanded  by 
Scott,  which  bore  the  brunt  of  the  fight  before  the 
reserve  came  up,  and  which  was  victorious,  and 
drove  from  the  field  an  enemy  greatly  superior  in 
numbers — this  brigade  lost  more  than  half  its  num- 
ber in  killed  and  wounded;  Scott  himself,  besiiies 
having  two  horses  killed  under  him,  was  twice 
woundedj  and  the  second  time,  supposed  to  be 
dead,'  was  left  on  the  ground  for  a  time.  It  was, 
he  (Mr.  C.)  believed,  after  General  Scoti  received 
the  first  wound  that  he  conducted  Miller's  regi- 
ment up  the  hill  to  carry  the  heavy  battery.  In 
all  these  engagemenis  General  Scott  not  only 
showed,  while  in  action,  the  highest  degree  of 
skill,  but  he  succeeded  in  infusing  into  his  soldiers 
a  courage  which  nothing  could  overcome,  and 
which  prevented  any  body  of  men  that  he  com- 
manded from  giving  way  under  any  circumstances. 
Neither  McDonald  nor  Ney  could  hold  Napoleon's 
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old  guard  lonsrcr  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
nrtillery  than  did  Scott  keep  the  American  regi- 
ments steady  under  the  heaviest  fire.  These  qual- 
ities he  was  known  to  possess  at  the  close  of  the 
late  war;  but  since  he  has  been  elevated  to  the 
chief  command,  he  has  exhibited  other  high  qual- 
ities— foresight,  discretion,  prudence,  vast  powers 
of  combination.  As  illustrative  of  the  character 
he  has  acquired,  he  (Mr.  C.)  heard  a  distinguished 
officer  the  other  day  remark  to  a  brother  officer, 
both  recently  from  Mexico,  that  when  going  into 
battle  under  Scott  every  soldier  felt  confident  that, 
if  there  was  a.  chance  to  win,  their  General  would 
know  it.  He  has  not  only  been  victorious,  but  he 
has  so  shaped  his  attack  as  to  make  it  tell  most 
heavily  on  the  enemy.  Hence  they  saw  no  drawn 
battles  in  his  campaign.  No  matter  how  great  the 
superiority  of  numbers  possessed  by  his  enemy; 
no  matter  how  strong  the  position  occupied  by 
him,  General  Scott  always  found  means  to  turn 
that  position  and  atlack  his  enemy  in  flank  and 
rear,  so  as  to  annihilate  his  army  and  capture  all 
his  artillery.  This  last  Napoleon  regarded  as  the 
test  of  decisiveness  of  a  victory.  But  gentlemen 
on  the  opposite  side  were  endeavoring  to  embar- 
rass GenertH  Scott  the  more  by  speaking  of  him  as 
a  Presidential  candidate.  The  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  McLane,]  in  a  part  of  his  former 
speech,  which  he  (Mr.  C.)  did  not  hear,  repre- 
sented him  (Mr.  C.)  as  having  brought  up  General 
Scott  as  a  Presidential  candidate;  but  he  had  done 
nothing  of  the  kind.  On  the  contrary,  he  forbore 
to  do  it,  knowing  that  it  would  be  unfortunate  for 
General  Scott  to  be  so  spoken  of  at  that  time.  He 
being  wronged  by  the  Administration,  of  course 
its  party  presses  would  not  defend  him;  and  from 
thecircumstanceof  hishavingbeen  formally  spoken 
of  as  a  Whig  candidate  for  that  office,  the  greater 
portion  of  the  Whig  press  is  afraid  to  speak  out  in 
his  behalf,  because  most  of  the  papers  have  taken 
up  Mr.  Clay,  General  Taylor,  or  some  one  else, 
and  are  afraid  to  do  justice  to  General  Scott,  lest 
he  should  thereby  be  brought  up  in  the  way  of 
their  favorites.  Hence  the  Administration  and  its 
instruments  have  been  allowed  to  worry  him  at 
their  will,  without  that  burst  of  indignation  which 
their  misconduct  ought  to  have  called  up.  We  all 
understand  this;  General  Scott  himself  understands 
it,  but  he  looks  for  ultimate  justice  at  the  hands  of 
his  countrymen. 

Did  gentlemen  suppose  that  the  Whigs  would 
stand  calmly  by  and  see  General  Scott  worried  in 
this  manner?  Without  saying  he  was  in  favor  of 
General  Scott  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
and  without  affirming  that  he  was  the  best  they 
had  to  bring  forward,  yet  he  would  say  to  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  that, 
whether  he  was  as  good  as  some  others  or  not, 
he  was  strong  enough  to  beat  any  candidate  of 
their  party. 

The  gentleman  thought  thatGeneral  Scott  would 
not  do  for  the  Presidency,  because,  while  he  ad- 
mitted he  was  a  great  man  in  great  things,  he  was 
but  a  small  man  in  little  things.  The  gentleman 
thought,  that  if  he  was  a  little  man  in  little  things, 
he  would  not  do  to  make  a  President;  and  Mr.  C. 
was,  indeed,  ready  to  admit  that  the  office  of  Pres- 
ident, as  that  office  had  of  late  been  administered, 
seemed  to  be  a  very  small  thing;  so  small,  as  to  be 
unworthy  of  the  attention  or  desire  of  a  truly  great 
man.  Bu-t  he  differed  in  this  matter  with  the  gen- 
tleman. He  thought  that  in  the  proper  govern- 
ment of  this  nation  of  more  than  twenty  millions, 
the  wise  management  of  all  its  foreign  and  domes- 
tic relations  was  a  great  matter.  It  had  been  said 
of  the  worst  King  that  England  ever  had,  that 
"  He  iK'versaid  a  foolish  thing. 
Nor  evur  did  a  wise  one." 

But  the  gentleman  admitted  that  Scott  was  the  re- 
verse of  this;  that  in  action  he  was  great,  though 
in  words  unwise.  Then,  according  to  that  in- 
stance, he  benig  the  reverse  of  Charles,  ought  to 
make  a  firsl-rate  President.  Mr.  C.  would  say  to 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
McLane,]  that  he  was  infiniiely  obliged  to  him  for 
hi.s  advice.  The  gentleman  was  avowedly  a  Dem- 
ocrat, and  as  such,  he  advised  the  Whigs  not  to 
run  General  Scott.  Now,  Mr.  C.  had  always  un- 
derstood that  it  was  wise  to  learn  from  an  adver- 
sary, but  he  supposed  he  ought  to  avoid  what  his 
adversary  recommended.  As  a  Democrat,  the  gen- 
tleman ought  to  desire  that  the  Whigs  should  be 
defeated;  and,  so  wishing,  it  was  very  consistent 
in  him  to  desire  that  the  Whigs  ahould  not  run  a 


strong  man.  Was  he  really  sincere  in  recommend- 
ing General  Scott  as  a  Whig  candidate,  and  there- 
by |)laying  tne  part  of  a  Mexican  Whig  to  his  own 
party, 111  giving  aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy.'  He 
iniglu,  some  of  these  mornings,  find  himself  read 
out  of  the  Democratic  church,  by  an  editorial  in 
the  Union,  as  his  associate  from  Pennsylvania  had 
been,  [Mr.  Wilmot.]  As  to  what  the  gentleman 
had  said  about  the  soup  letter,  Mr.  C.  thought  the 
John  Donkey  could  better  reply  to  this  part  of  the 
speech  than  any  one  else,  and  give  a  picture  of  the 
gallant  Scott  administering  soup  to  Santa  Anna  and 
Mr.  Polk.  Santa  Anna  thouglit  it  too  much  pep- 
pered at  Cerro  Gordo,  and  other  places,  and  Mr. 
Polk  will  find  it  very  hasty,  and  scalding  hot. 
Why,  a  much  stronger  charge  had  been  made 
against  President  Harrison.  They  had  charged 
him  with  drinking  hai'd  cider,  which  was  then  con- 
sidered more  dangerous  than  drinking  soup  in  our 
day.  They  had  proved,  too,  that  he  lived  in  a 
log-cabin,  and,  moreover,  it  was  proved,  by  certifi- 
cates gotten  up  in  Indiana,  that  he  sold  poor  white 
men  and  women  for  debt;  but  all  these  weighty 
charges  did  not  j)revent  the  State  of  Indiana  from 
casting  her  vote  for  him  as  President,  and  he  went 
in  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  having  been  the 
choice  of  all  the  Slates  of  the  Union  but  seven. 
Heavier  charges  had  been  made  against  him  than 
against  General  Scott;  but  they  could  not  prevent 
tlie  people  from  gratefully  rememUering  his  ser- 
vices on  the  frontier.  No  more  would  all  the 
parade  made  about  hot  soup  make  any  impression. 
The  popular  mind  would  rest  upon  Vera  Cruz  and 
its  formidable  castle;  the  mountain  pass  of  Cerro 
Gordo;  the  storming  of  Contreras  and  Churubus- 
co,  the  heights  of  Chapultepec,  and  the  walls  of 
Mexico;  or,  it  might  be,  that  their  recollection 
would  be  carried  back  more  than  thirty  years,  to 
the  brilliant  achievements  at  dueenstown  and  Chip- 
pewa, or  the  night  fight  at  Niagara,  the  bloodiest 
and  best-contested  battle  ever  fought  on  the  Amer- 
ican continent.  Such  allegations  as  were  urged 
against  him  by  this  Administration  would  have  no 
more  weight  on  the  popular  mind  than  a  feather 
would  when  thrown  upon  a  whirlwind.  This  the 
gentleman  very  well  knew;  and  it  was  no  wonder 
that  they  desired  that  Scott  should  be  kept  out  of 
the  field. 

There  was  another  reason  why  they  did  not 
wish  him  brought  forward.  The  country  had  just 
been  passing  through  a  war,  and  the  Whig  party 
felt  it  to  be  Us  duty  to  denounce  tlie  Administra- 
tion for  the  manner  in  which  it  had  gotten  us  into 
the  war,  and  hence  they  charged  us  with  taking- 
sides  against  our  country.  They  were  in  the 
habit  of  calling  gentlemen  on  Mr.  C.'s  side  of  the 
House  British  Whigs,  and  some  of  them  Mex- 
ican Whigs;  but  they  would  not  dare  to  say  that 
Winfield  Scott  was  either  a  British  Whig  or  a 
Mexican  Whig.  They  knew  that  all  that  ammu- 
nition would  be  rendered  useless,  and  they  did  not 
like  to  waste  it.  They  well  knew,  and  were  not 
likely  to  forget,  that  Scott  had  some  forty  or  fifty 
thousand  voters  in  the  ranks  of  his  army — all  of 
them  ardently  attached  to  him,  and  all  of  them  indig- 
nant at  tlie  manner  in  which  he  had  been  suspend- 
ed and  tried  in  the  presence  of  the  enemy  whom 
he  had  conquered.  Most  of  these  were  likely  to 
prove  active  partisans,  and,  at  all  events,  they 
would  be  dangerous  witnesses  in  his  favor.  They 
had  once  charged  General  Harrison  with  being  a 
coward,  and  they  had  learned  by  bitter  experience 
what  was  the  practical  result  of  such  a  charge 
brought  against  such  a  man,  when  one  of  his  old 
soldiers  was  brought  up  to  refute  it.  There  are 
many  yet  surviving  who  foi'ght  under  Scott  on 
the  Canada  lines,  and  a  still  larger  number  who 
have  been  with  him  in  Mexico.  They  would  now 
prove  ready  witnesses  and  zealous  combatants  in 
his  behalf,  against  such  charges  trumjied  up  by 
envy  and  imbecility  to  prostrate  their  gallant  leader. 
There  was  no  section  of  this  Union  that  did  not 
owe  General  Scott  a  debt  of  gratitude.  He  had 
performed  important  public  services  on  the  bound- 
ary in  Maine;  on  the  borders  of  Canada;  in  the 
Northwest;  in  the  South,  as  well  as  in  Mexico. 
His  name  was  honorably  connected  with  the  his- 
torical records  of  every  part  of  our  country;  in 
every  quarter  he  had  shown  himself  to  be  both  a 
statesman  and  a  warrior. 

Mr.  C.  had  not  risen  with  the  purpose  of  doliv- 
cring  a  eulogium  on  General  Scott.  He  had  been 
drawn  into  saying  thus  much  only  in  reply  to  gen- 
tlemen who  had  assailed  him.  He  should  not  long 


detain  the  House  in  speaking  either  of  his  military 
or  his  civil  qualifications.  But  he  should  always 
hold  himself  ready  to  defend  a  brother  Whig 
when  unjustly  aspersed  by  small  and  selfish  men, 
who  sat  in  safety  on  their  cushioned  chairs  here 
at  Washington, and  wrote  tirades  against  the  brave 
officers  of  our  army  who  hffd  periled  their  lives  in 
the  high  places  of  the  field. 

Mr.  C.  went  on  to  say  that  he  had  been  glad  to 
witness  that  at  length  the  Secretary  of  War  evinced 
a  disposition  to  do  justice  to  the  reputation  of  Gen- 
eral Taylor.  After  having  been  persecuted  for  two 
years  by  the  Secretary,  that  heroic  old  man  was 
now  lauded  in  the  tirade  of  invective  against  Gene- 
ral Scott.  The  whole  country  would  understand 
this  to  be  hypocritical.  The  Secretary  now  lauds 
Taylor  when  he  does  not  need  it,  in  the  hope  to 
injure  Scott.  This  is  in  keeping  with  his  former 
conduct.  He  left  General  Taylor  to  fight  the  bat- 
tle of  Buena  Vista  with  inferior  forces.  After 
Santa  Anna  had  been  defeated  there;  and  a  second 
time  by  Scott  at  Cerro  Gordo,  and  driven  back  on 
Mexico,  the  department  sent  him  a  large  force 
which  he  did  not  need,  withholding  it  from  Scott, 
who  did  need  it,  thereby  delaying  his  advance  for 
three  months  at  Puebla.  After  he  had  to  advance 
and  conquer  the  country  with  only  ten  thousand 
men,  they  then  sent  him  reinforcements.  Pre- 
viously, to  excuse  their  negligence,  and  diminish 
his  credit,  they  represented  him  as  having  thirty 
thousand  men,  when  he  had  but  one-third  of  that 
number;  and  they  now  pretended,  in  the  corre- 
spondence just  sent  in,  that  they  had  sent  him  more 
transports  and  wagons  than  were  ever  forwarded 
to  him.  But  Mr.  C.  said  his  object  was  not  to 
forestall  the  decision  of  the  Whig  National  Con- 
vention, nor  to  express  a  preference  for  a  Presi- 
dential candidate.  He  was  well  convinced  the 
Whigs  could  beat  their  opponents  with  any  candi- 
date they  might  agree  to  set  up. 

Mr.  HOUSTOiSr,  of  Alabama,  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  VINTON  made  an  unsuccessful  effort  to 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution, 
and  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  . 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  spoke  in  reply  to  the  speech 
of  Mr.  Clingman,  but  turned  himself  round,  so  as 
to  be,  for  the  most  part,  unintelligible  to  reporters 
on  the  right  of  the  Chair. 

He  was  understood  to  charge  Mr.  C.  with  hav- 
ing repeated  the  speech  which  he  had  made  on  the 
stump  in  1840;  and,  there  was  but  little  need  of 
answering  it  now.  Mr.  H.  referred  to  the  extracts 
Mr.  C.  had  read  in  relation  to  the  charges  against 
General  Pillow:  had  the  gentleman's  object  been 
not  to  serve  a  party  purpose,  but  merely  to  inform 
the  country,  he  would  have  said  that  these  extracts 
related  only  to  General  Pillow's  defence  and  not 
the  public  business. 

The  charge  against  the  Secretary  of  War  would 
have  been  very  serious  if  proceeding  from  any  se- 
rious or  respectable  source.  It  was  said  that  Sec- 
retary Marcy  had  attempted  a  fraud;  but  where 
was  the  proof  to  substantiate  such  a  charge?  Were 
there  any  facts  established  which  would  justify 
these  public  remarks  against  a  distinguished  func- 
tionary of  the  Government?  And  was  not  the  gen- 
tleman hazarding  too  much  to  advance  such  a 
charge  in  the  face  of  the  document  which  had  been 
laid  on  the  tables  of  all  the  members  of  that  House  ? 
But  Mr.  H.  was  not  going  to  enter  into  a  discus- 
sion of  this  subject;  he  had  risen  for  a  different 
purpose. 

Thegentleman  from  North  CaroliTia  [Mr.  Cling- 
man] had  been  working  on  this  matter  for  months 
past:  he  had  been  "  wiring  in  and  wiring  out" 
against  Secretary  Marcy  for  a  long  while,  till  at 
length  the  gentleman  had  got  himself  into  a  more 
harmless  position  than  Mr.  H.  had  ever  expected 
him  to  occujiy:  lie  had  ensconced  himself  very 
snugly  in  a  pair  of  the  Secretary's  old  breeches: 
there  he  was  quite  safe;  and  if  the  hole,  of  which 
he  (Mr.  C.)  had  spoken,  should  not  prove  large 
enough  for  his  escape,  there  he  was  likely  to  stay, 
with  Mr.  H.'s  entire  consent,  for  the  rest  of  the 
session. 

Mr.  H.  would  now  do  what  he  had  risei;i  to  do, 
and  that  was,  to  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CONGER  asked  Mr.  Houston's  indul- 
gence but  for  a  moment,  to  state,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  that  the  type  had  been  taken 
down  which  contained  the  former  reported  corre- 
spondence, and  if  the  extra  immber  now  proposed 
were  to  be  printed,  the  composition  would  have  to 
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be  all  done  over  again,  which  would  greatly  aug- 
ment the  expense. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  thought  it  rather  extraordinary 
for  gentlemen  on  the  Wiiig  side  of  the  House  to 
ask  him  to  withdraw  his  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion. Surely  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
had  spoken  very  abundantly  on  the  resolution  to 
print. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  wished  to  ask  his  colleague 
one  question. 

The  CHAIR  said  this  could  not  be  permitted, 
unless  the  call  for  the  previous  question  was  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  House  now  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

And  the  question  being  on  seconding  the  call,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative:  Ayes  f)6,  noes  67. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  by  adding: 

"  And  also  10,000  copies  of  House  document  196,  1st  f  es 
sion  29th  Congress;  House  document  119,  2(1  session  29t(i 
Congress;  and  House  document  37,  1st  session  3Utli  Con- 
gress— the  same  comprising  all  the  correspondence  between 
the  Secretary  of  War  and  other  officers  of  the  Government 
upon  the  subject  of  the  war,  so  far  as  the  same  may  liave 
been  made  public." 

Mr.  STEPHENS  was  in  ftivor  of  the  publica- 
tion of  the  extra  number  of  this  document,  as  re- 
pol-ted  by  the  Coinmittee  on  Printing.  He  did  not 
concur  with  his  friend  on  his  right  [Mr.  Conger] 
as  to  the  expense.  He  thought  ten  thousand  extra 
copies  of  the  document  now  on  their  table  should 
be  printed;  and  also  ten  thousand  extra  copiesof 
the  communication  embraced  in  the  amendment  of 
his  colleague  [Mr.  Cobb]  yesterday;  and  also  ten 
thousand  copies  of  the  documents  embraced  in  the 
amendment  he  (Mr.  S.)  had  just  submitted.  He 
would  state  to  the  House  that  the  documents  em- 
braced in  his  amendment  were  the  documents  ac- 
companying the  war  message  in  May,  1846.  He 
had  repeatedly,  during  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress, received  demands  for  this  document.  It  also 
embraced  the  correspondence  submitted  to  Con- 
gress during  the  last  session  between  Generals 
Scott,  Taylor,  and  other  officers  of  the  army,  and 
the  Department  of  War,  of  which  no  extra  copies 
had  ever  been  printed.  If  the  amendment  he  liad 
submitted  passed,  there  would  then  be  imbod- 
ied  in  one  document  all-  the  correspondence  on 
the  subject  of  the  war;  and,  for  one,  he  cared  not 
what  the  expense  might  be,  provided  there  was  no 
extravagance  in  the  charges  for  printing.  He 
wished  all  the  correspondence  to  go  before  the 
country.  It  was  suggested,  that  perhaps  all  the 
correspondence  had  not  yet  been  sent  in.  It  might 
be  so.  He  feared  it  had  not.  But  he  would  send 
to  the  country  everything  as  it  came.  He  would 
get  all  he  could,  and  give  to  the  country  all  he 
got. 

On  a  former  occasion  he  had  alluded  to  the  sin- 
gular, the  strange  fact,  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
had  been  called  to  send  in  all  the  correspondence, 
and  had  failed  to  do  it,  but  had  authorized  a  mem- 
ber on  this  floor  to  announce  to  the  country  that 
he  had  received  certain  of  the  letters  called  for 
from  him  (the  Secretary)  in  a  private  way,  and 
that  they  had  been  read  by  that  member  to  the 
House.  The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had 
alluded  to  the  same  fact  to-day;  and  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  thereupon  had  risen,  and  made  the 
apology  that  the  letters  which  the  Secretary  of 
War  or  the  President  had  furnished  to  General 
Pillow,  and  with  which  this  House  had  not  been 
intrusted,  related  to  General  Pillow. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  interposing,  said 
he  had  spoken  only  of  what  he  had  seen  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  trial,  and  from  no  other  source  of 
information. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  he,  too,  was  speaking 
only  of  this  thing.  At  that  time  he  hud  not  known 
that  such  a  letter  existed;  light  was  continually 
breaking  in  on  all  sides.  He  wished  the  House 
and  the  country  to  call  to  remembrance  how  long 
this  House  had  been  imposed  u[)oi)  by  the  Presi- 
dent. The  only  excuse  for  these  letters  having 
been  withheld  was,  that  they  related  to  General 
Pillow.     Was  it  not  known  to  the  President  and 
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the  country  that  a  resolution  was  upon  the  Speak- 
er's table  giving  the  thanks  of  the  country  to  Gen- 
eral Pillow?  And  if  such  information  was  in  the 
archives  of  the  Government,  relating  to  the  con- 
duct of  General  Pillow,  was  it  not  due  to  the 
House  that  they  should  have  known  all  the  f;\cts, 
especially  when  they  had,  by  resolution,  made  an 
express  call  for  them  ?  He  asked  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  and  the  House  if  there  was  any 
reason  why  the  Secretary  of  War  should  have 
withheld  from  the  House  those  letters?  In  his 
opinion,  it  only  aggravated  the  conduct  of  the 
President;  it  was  only  another  reason  why  the 
public  indignation  should  be  brought  down  upon 
the  Administration  :  he  thought  it  deserved  it. 
How  many  such  letters  might  be  in  the  archives 
of  the  Government  he  did  not  know;  but  here  was 
a  very  singular  fact,  to  which  he  again  called  at- 
tention— that  while  resolutions  were  pending  to 
vote  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  to  General  Pil- 
low, charges  which  had  been  made  against  him 
were  in  the  possession  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  the  President  of  thegi-avest  charactei",  charges 
which  brought  and  attached  infamy  to  his  name; 
and  when  they  asked  for  all  the  correspondence  in 
relation  to  this  matter — in  other  words,  when  these 
very  letters  were  embraced  in  the  call,  the  Presi- 
dent sent  in  a  message  that  it  was  inconsistent 
with  the  public  interest  that  this  House  should 
know  that  the  darling  of  his  eye  was  of  such  an 
infamous  character!  The  Representatives  of  the 
people,  when  they  called  on  the  Chief  Magistrate 
to  furnish  all  the  information  which  might  be  in 
the  archives  of  the  Government  on  a  particular 
subject,  received  answer  that  all  was  sent  in  which 
was  consistent  with  the  public  interest.  What 
was  the  interpretation  of  this?  Why,  that  it  was 
inconsistent  with  the  public  interests  that  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  nation  should  know  that  these 
charges  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Trist  against  Gen- 
eral Pillow.  He  would  not  detain  the  House:  he 
only  wished  to  say,  that  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama's excuse  for  the  President  only  aggravated 
the  offence. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  (the  floor  being  yielded) 
wished  to  suggest  another  thought  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia.  If  the  resolution  prevailed,  he 
undei-stood  it  to  embrace  the  recent  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  War — a  letter  which  appeared  not 
only  not  to  have  been  written  at  the  time  the  resolu- 
tion making  the  call  was  offered  and  passed  by  the 
House,  but  which  appeared  not  to  have  been  writ- 
ten until  after  the  motion  to  print  an  extra  number 
of  copies  had  been  made;  and  the  House  were 
now  called  upon  to  give  that  letter  to  the  public  as 
a  part  of  the  correspondence  which  had  already 
taken  place  between  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
General  Sc«tt. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama.  Does  that  letter 
pinch  a  little  too  tight  ? 

Mr.  HILLIARD  replied,  not  in  the  least  de- 
gree; but  he  was  indignant  at  the  effort  that  had 
been  made  to  put  that  letter  before  the  country  as 
having  been  written  at  the  time  the  call  was  made. 
With  the  greatest  regard  for  his  colleague  and  for 
the  services  which  he  had  rendered  to  his  party, 
he  must  express  the  hope  to  his  friend  from  Geor- 
gia [Mr.  Stephens]  that  that  letter  would  not  be 
given  to  the  public  by  this  House  as  a  part  of  the 
correspondence  which  had  taken  place  previous  to 
the  call.  'The  Government  controlled  its  press;  let 
it  be  given  to  the  public  through  that  medium.  He 
was  no  partisan  of  the  distinguished  General  whom 
it  was  intended  to  wound ;  but  he  did  trust  that  this 
House  would  never  suffer  itself  so  far  to  lose  its 
own  self-respect  as  to  publish  in  the  way  proposed 
a  letter  sent  in  under  circumstances  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  FIOUSTON  desired  to  say,  if  his  colleague 
had  rested  until  he  had  examined  the  resolution 
constituting  the  call,  possibly  he  would  have  seen 
that  that  call  was  expressly  intended  to  embrace 
the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  Wai' 

Mr.  HILLIARD.     Was  it  then  written? 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (continuing  his  reply.)  It  was 
at  the  instance  of  his  friend  from  Georgia  [Mr. 
Cobb]  that  it  was  so  modified  as  to  embrace  the 
reply  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 
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Mr.  HILLIARD.  Was  that  reply  then  writ- 
ten? 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (playfully.)  Whenever  the 
gentleman  takes  his  seat  I  will  go  on. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  repeated  that  he  desired  to 
avail  himself  of  the  courtesy  of  his  colleague  to  in- 
quire whether  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
which  he  now  sought  to  have  printed  as  a  part  of 
the  correspondence  communicated  under  this  call, 
was  actually  written  at  the  time  the  call  was  made? 

Mr.  HOUSTON  replied  that  he  had  a  very 
pregnant  answer  to  that  question.  It  reminded 
him  of  the  echo  of  his  friend  from  New  Jersey  to 
the  question,  "Where?"  Echo  answered,  /  dnnH 
Jaiow.  Now,  that  was  his  answer:  he  did  not 
know  except  from  the  correspondence  as  it  ap- 
peared on  its  face;  nor  did  anybody  else. 

Mr.  HILLIARD.  Will  my  colleague  allow  me 
one  word  ? 

Mr   HOUSTON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  HILLIARD.  Those  of  us  who  happen  to 
know  that  that  letter  was  not  written  until  a  subse- 
quent period  will  not  feel  at  liberty  to  vote  for  its 
publication  as  if  legitimately  received  under  the 
call.  And  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Clinoman]  affirms  positively  that  such  was  the 
fact.  I  do  not,  therefore,  feel  at  liberty  to  consider 
it  embraced  in  the  call. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Does  my  colleague  say  he 
knows  it  was  not  written  at  the  time  of  the  call? 

Mr.  HILLIARD.  I  rely  on  the  affirmation  of 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  most  positive- 
ly made — made  without  qualification,  that  it  was 
not. 

Mr.  CLTNGMAN  (the  floor  being  yielded)  said 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  correctly  understood 
him.  He  had  no  knowledge  when  it  was  written 
except  from  its  face;  but  on  its  face  it  was  dated 
the  21st  of  April — four  daijs  after  the  passage  of  the 
resolution  calling  on  the  President  for  the  corre- 
spondence, and  while  the  motion  to  print  an  extra 
number  was  pending. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  "(resuming)  said  his  colleague 
then  found  he  had  gone  off  a  little  too  soon — that 
he  had  been  rather  too  quick  on  the  trigger.  It  had 
come  out,  then,  that  the  gentleman  knew  as  much 
as  he  (Mr.  PL)  did,  and  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  knew  no  more  as  to  when  the  letter  was 
written. 

His  main  purpose  was  to  make  one  suggestion 
to  his  friend  fi-om  Georgia,  [Mr.  Stephens,]  and 
that  was,  that  the  gentleman's  complaint  growing 
out  of  the  fact  that  General  Pillow  had  read  ex- 
tracts from  the  letters  before  the  court  of  itiquiry 
now  sitting  in  Mexico  seemed  to  him  to  be  not  a 
substantial  one,  and  for  a  reason  which  he  would 
give  in  half  a  dozen  words.  In  the  first  place,  it 
must  have  occurred  to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
that  if  the  charges  were  made  against  one  of  the 
officers  in  Mexico,  or  anywhere  else,  it  would  have 
been  the  duty  of  the  President  to  furnish  him  such 
charges;  and  in  the  next  place,  that  the  extracts 
furnished  could  not  answer  the  purpose  there,  unless 
they  were  used  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  made 
public;  and  if  they  were  made  public  here  or  else- 
where, it  certainly  could  not  be  true  that  there  was 
any  design  on  the  part  of  the  Administration  to 
deceive  or  withhold  them  from  the  country. 

Mr.  STEPFIENS  resumed  the  floor,  and  in  reply 
to  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  would  barely  ask — 
he  put  it  to  the  gentleman's  own  candor  as  well  as 
to  the  candor  of  the  Flouse — was  it  not  due  to  this 
House,  if  charges  had  been  made  against  General 
Pillow  in  Mexico,  that  this  House  should  have 
been  informed  of  them,  when  it  was  well  known 
there  were  resolutions  pending  before  it  giving  the 
thanks  of  Congress  to  that  officer? 

Mr.  HOUSTON  would  say  that  those  charges 
were  publicly  inade  in  Mexico,  and  General  PiUow 
was  arrested  under  them  by  General  Scott.  They 
came  from  a  source  certainly  entitled  to  high  cre- 
dence by  the  gentleman  and  his  party,  and  would 
necessarily  be  known  to  this  House. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  had  spoken  of  the  letter  of  Mr. 
Trist  to  Mr.  Buchanan,  in  which  he  had  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  President  grave  charges 
against  General  Pillow— charges  of  infamy.    That 
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letter,  those  charges,  had  been  kept  secret  from 
this  House,  and  a  co[)y  of  them  they  had  never  yet 
received.  The  only  information  they  liad  of  them 
was,  tliat  Major  General  Pillow  had  them  in  his 
pocket  in  Mexico.  They  were  published  in  Mex- 
ico before  they  were  known  here.  Now,  what  he 
asked  of  the  gentleman,  of  this  House,  and  what 
he  intended  to  ask  of  the  country,  was,  as  the  rep- 
resentatives of  the  people  had  maile  a  call  on  Mr. 
Polk  for  this  whole  correspondence  between  Mr. 
Trist,  General  Scott,  and  the  Department  of  War, 
how  did  he  dare  withhold  that  letter?  There  was 
but  one  ground  on  which  he  could  attempt  to  justify 
himself:  that  was,  tliat  it  would  be  detrimental  to 
the  public  interest  to  communicate  it.  He  had  been 
called  upon  to  furnish  all  the  correspondence.  Fie 
repeated,  he  asked  the  gentleman  and  the  House 
if  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest  llial 
this  House  should  know  thai  Mr.  Trist  had  brought 
these  grave  charges  against  General  Pillow.'  Tliat 
was  the  question.  If  it  was  not  inconsistent  with 
the  public  interests  that  this  House  sliould  know 
tlie  fact,  how  could  gentlemen  dare  defend  the 
President.'    They  could  not  do  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  again  interposing,  (and  Mr.  S. 
yielding,)  suggested  to  the  gentleman — with  no 
other  view,  he  remarked,  than  to  get  at  the  right 
of  the  case — wlietlier  it  would  liave  been  consistent 
with  the  true  principles  of  law  and  of  justice,  when 
General  Pillow  had  been  arrested,  under  charges 
made  by  General  Scoll  or  anybody  else,  when  lie 
was  to  be  arraigned  before  a  court  for  trial,  would 
it  have  been  consistent  with  the  rules  of  law  or 
justice  for  the  President  of  the  United  States  or  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  have  published  the  statement 
of  a  witness  in  advance  of  the  trial.'  Mr.  Trist 
had  been  examined  since  that  time  as  a  witness. 
Would  not  the  jniblication  of  his  charges  in  ad- 
vance of  the  trial  have  had  the  effect  of  prejudicing 
the  public  mind  against  General  Pillow .'  And,  in 
this  view,  would  it  have  been  consistent  with  equity 
and  with  law  in  the  President  to  have  made  such 
publication  .' 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Would  it  interfere  at  all 
with  the  testimony  of  a  witnes^s — if  Mr.  Trist  was 
a  witness,  would  u  have  interfeied  at  all  with  law, 
equity,  or  justice,  that  what  he  had  written  slioukl 
have  been  publislied  .'  Wliy,  its  publication  might 
have  been  directly  subservient  to  justice,  by  en- 
abling his  testimony  to  be  contradicted,  if  incor- 
rect. 

Mr.  HOUSTON.  Does  not  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  know  that  it  is  the  universal  practice  of 
the  courts,  in  trials  involving  the  reputation,  life, 
or  liberty  of  one  of  our  citizens,  to  use  extraordi- 
nary powers  to  prevent  the  publication  of  the  tes- 
timony of  the  witness  in  advance  of  his  trial.'  And 
that  even  in  advance  of  the  trial  the  newspapers 
are  not  permittedto  publish  a  staternent  of  the  facts 
in  such  cases .' 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama might  make  as  many  excuses  as  he  pleased 
for  Mr.  Polk;  they  did  not  answer  the  point  he  (Mr. 
S.)  put  to  him.  How  did  the  President  escape 
from  his  responsibility  to  this  House.'  Had  he  not 
bid  defiance  to  it?  That  was  the  question.  Had 
they  not  a  right  to  that  letter  which  they  had  called 
for?  He  went  one  step  further,  and  iie  ])ut  it  to 
the  gentleman,  was  it  not  required  by  the  rights  of 
the  House  and  tlie  people,  and  the  duty  of  the 
President,  when  a  resolution  was  pending  on  the 
Speaker's  table,  and  knov.'n  doubtless  to  the  Pres- 
ident, of  thanks  to  that  ollii-rr — which  might  have 
been  taken  up  any  day — that  they  should  be  in- 
formed of  those  gross  charges,  coming  from  a  man 
who  had  been  put  in  sucli  a  high  post  as  Mr.  Trist 
had  been  by  the  Prnsident  himself?  Suppose  they 
had  gone  on  in  the  dark  and  voted  the  thanks  of 
Congress  to  a  man  who  had  drawn  down  such 
infamy  upon  himself,  how  would  gentlemen  have 
felt?  flow  would  the  House  have  been  degraded 
by  the  act  of  the  PieHidenl  himself  in  failing  to 
perform  a  high  boundcn  duty?  And  how  did  the 
President  dare  withhold  it  wlu-n  they  had  asked  for 
it?  No  other  excuse  could  be  given  m  any  case  than 
that  its  [)ublic!>.tion  was  incon.si.steiit  with  the  pub- 
lic interests;  and  the  President  could  make  no  pre- 
tence that  that  cxcu.se  existed  here,  liecnusc  he  had 
himself,  while  he  had  withheld  it  from  the  1  lou.se 
communicated  it  to  this  oflicer,  and  through  him 
it  had  been  made  public,  first  in  Mexico. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  [Mr.  HiLLi.\iin]  us  to  the  publica- 
tion of  ihiii  long  letter — which  seemed  very  long — 


he  was  in  favor  of  publishing  it.  He  disagreed 
with  his  friend  from  Alabama.  Notwithstanding 
it  bore  date  April  21,  four  days  after  the  call  of 
this  House — nolwithstanding  it  was  evidently  got 
up  to  patch  up  the  whole  business^^yet,  for  one, 
he  was  in  favor  of  publishing  it.  The  Secretary 
of  War  iTiight  write  as  many  more  as  he  pleased, 
in  answer  to  General  Scott,  or  any  other  officer, 
and  attempt  to  bolster  up  his  conduct:  he  should 
not  be  opposed  to  giving  the  information  to  the  coun- 
try. He  had  not  yet  had  time  to  read  it;  but  he 
knew  this,  that  if  the  Secretary  of  War  could  ex- 
plain the  conduct  of  the  Administration,  he  was 
willing  to  hear  him,  although  in  a  letter  of  twenty, 
thirty,  or  forty  pages,  as  this  was;  and  he  wanted 
the  whole  matter  to  the  published  to  the  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  McLANE  (the  floor  having  been  yielded) 
v/ished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Hilliard]  to  the  language  of  the 
call  on  the  department  lor  this  correspondence. 
The  House  would  remember,  that  when  tlie  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman]  pro- 
posed this  resolution,  he  (iMr.  McL.)  was  very 
anxious  that  the  whole  of  tliis  correspondence  be- 
tween General  Scott  and  ihe  War  Department 
should  go  before  the  country — all  of  it  together. 

Mr.  HILLIARD,  interposing,  wished,  at  this 
precise  point,  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
a  question,  and  (Mr.  JVlcL.  yielding)  said  that 
question  was,  whether  the  gentleman  at  the  time 
believed  that  if  the  call  on  the  part  of  the  House 
for  this  correspondence  took  place,  it  could  by  any 
possible  construction  be  made  to  embrace  a  letter 
which  was  not  written  until  a  period  subsequent  to 
that  call. 

Mr.  McLANE  continued.  The  resolution  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  having  been  read 
at  the  Clerk's  table,  after  an  explanation  from  him 
that  he  wished  the  whole  correspondence,  he  (Mr. 
JMcL.)  had  called  the  attention  of  the  gentieman 
from  iN'orth  Carolina  to  the  second  resolution,  (for 
there  were  two,)  which  called  specifically  for  the 
despatches  written  by  General  Scott  subsequently 
to  his  arrest  and  suspension;  and  had  requested 
the  gentleman  to  modify  that  resolution,  so  as  to 
bring  to  this  House  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  such  despatches. 

Mr.  HlLLlAiiD,  (interrupting.)  Had  there 
been  a  reply? 

Mr.  McLANE  replied,  he  had  n®  disposition  to 
evade  the  question.  He  wished  only  that  tlie  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  should  hear  read  the  lirst 
and  second  resolutions,  and  he  wished  him  then  to 
say  whether,  in  his  judgment,  the  second  resolu- 
tion did  not  cover  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  which  had  been  received.  Assuming  that  it 
was  finished  on  the  24th  April,  and  that  the  call 
was  made  on  the  17th,  he  doubted  not  that  it  was 
being  written  on  the  17th,  and  he  could  not  see 
that  it  mattered  whether  it  was  wholly  written 
or  in  part,  or  whether  wholly  copied  or  in  part,  on 
the  day  the  call  was  made.  The  second  resolution 
was  read,  as  follows  : 

Rcf,obed,  further,  That  the  I'lcsident  be  requested  in  like 
m;inm;r  Id  luniisli  copies  ol'  any  correspondence  that  may 
liiive  taken  place  recently  between  General  Scott  and  liie 
Secretary  of  W  ar  with  releience  to  the  change  orcoininand- 
er6-in-chief  in  Me.\ieo;  and  all  letteis  received  li cm  Gen- 
eral Scolt,  either  directly  I'roni  him  or  transmitted  by  any 
other  person,  dated  prior  or  suhse'iueiil  to  his  suspension  or 
removal  Irom  the  command  of  the  army  iu  the  vicinity  of 
Mexico  ;  and  also  the  replies  of  the  aeeretary  of  War  there- 
to, and  all  other  correspondence  lietweeii  General  Scott  and 
the  Secretary  of  War  liot  heretofore  connnunieated  to  Gon- 
yresii. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  understood  that  the  resolu- 
tion, as  modified,  called  for  the  reply  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  General  Scott.  Would  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland  inform  him  whether  he  [Mr. 
McLane]  was  at  that  time  apprized  that  there 
would  be  a  rcidy,  and  that  one  had  not  then  been 
made? 

Mr.  McLANE  replied,  that  he  had  had  no  spe- 
cific infoiivKiiion.  He  did  know,  jierhaps,  as  well 
as  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  that  de- 
spatches liad  been  received  from  General  Scolt  sub- 
sequent to  his  arrest,  and  he  did  know  the  fact, 
in  the  natural  course  of  things,  apart  from  any 
personal  intercourse,  that  a  reply  would  be  a  very 
natural  sequel  to  the  reception  of  that  despatch. 
IJut  he  had  no  trouble  at  idl  in  saying  that  lie  did 
know  the  fact  that  the  leiterof  General  Scott  would 
be  replied  to,  and  he  did  communicate  that  fact  to 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cling- 
man,] and  ask  liitn  to  call  for  that  reply. 


Mr.  CLINGMAN  said  he  had  certainly  never 
understood  from  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  that 
a  reply  was  to  bp  written.  The  gentleman,  or 
some  other  gentleman,  did  say  that  he  wished  to 
embrace  a  reply  which  was  then  written.  He  had 
never  dreamed  that  the  Secretary  of  War  was  go- 
ing to  work  after  that  to  get  up  a  reply.  He  had 
made  the  resolution  broad  enough  to  cover  the 
whole  correspondence  which  had  taken  place. 

Mr.  McLANE  did  not  want  to  rest  on  the  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  the  reply  was  then  written  or 
not  written.  He  submitted  to  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  whether  he  (Mr.  McL.)  did  not 
ask  him  to  embrace  a  reply  to  all  the  letters  called 
for? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  repeated  that  the  gentleman, 
or  some  other  gentleman,  did  make  the  suggestion 
that  the  resolution  should  include  the  whole  corre- 
spondence, and  he  did  so  modify  it;  but  he  had 
never  dreamed  that  any  reply  was  to  be  written 
thereafter.  The  resolution  was  intended  to  em- 
brace, and  did  embrace,  all  the  correspondence 
which  had  then  taken  place. 

Mr.  McLANE.  Was  not  the  despatch  here  com- 
municated, to  which  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  of  the  21st  April  was  an  answer,  designed  to 
be  called  for  ? 
Mr.  CLINGMAN.  Certainly. 
Mr.  McLANE.  Then  did  not , the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  understand  that  I  wished  the 
reply? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  intended  to  call  for  all  the 
letters  that  had  been  written  by  General  Scott  and 
all  that  had  been  written  by  the  War  Department; 
for  all  the  existins:  correspondence. 

Mr.  McLANE'.  Would  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  have  me  understand  that  he  did  not 
want  a  reply  that  migiit  be  v/ritten  ? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.  I  knew  nothing  about  the 
pafticular  letter,  whether  it  had  been  answered  or 
not.  I  wanted  to  get  all  that  had  been  written,  but 
I  did  not  suppose  that  there  was  any  parliamentary 
rule  which  would  justify  my  calling  for  letters 
which  did  not  exist,  and  having  them  manufac- 
tured, gotten  up  to  order.  I  do  not  believe  we 
have  any  such  power.  .^ 

After  some  further  conversation  between  Mr. 
CLINGMAN  and  Mr.  McLANE  on  this  point- 
Mr.  STEPHENS  resumed.  He  thought  the 
House  very  well  understood  the  position  of  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  and  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland.  There  was  nothing  improper  in 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  getting  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  to  modify  his  original 
resolution  so  as  to  embrace  the  reply.  But  he 
asked  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  if  he  at  that 
time  even  dreamed  of  calling  for  anything  that  had 
to  be  written  afterwards,  by  the  modification  which 
he  had  proposed  to  the  resolution  ? 

Mr.  McLANE  would  answer  with  great  cheer- 
fulness. He  had  designed  to  reach  the  reply  of 
the  21st  April' — the  reply  to  the-  despatch  of  Gen- 
eral Scott,  which  they  had  obtained. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  here  interpo.sed, 
with  a  call  for  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  moved 
that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  that  motion  was  in 
order. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Can  the  gentleman  get  the 
floor  to  make  the  motion  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  after  one  hour  de- 
voted to  reports  the  orders  of  the  day  might  be 
called  for,  and  the  motion  to  go  into  committee 
might  be  made. 
The  motion  was  accordingly  put,  and  rejected. 
The  question  then  recurring  on  the  resolution 
and  amendments — 

Mr.  STEPHENS  repeated  the  question,  Did 
he  then  understand  the  gentleman  from  Maryland 
to  state  that  he  expected  something  to  be  sent  in 
which  was  not  then  written? 

Mr.  McLANE  replied  that  he  had  no  mental 
reservation  whatever.  It  had  never  entered  into 
his  mind  to  inquire  whether  that  despatch  was 
wholly  written  or  not,  and  he  had  not  known 
whether  it  was  wholly  written  or  not.  He  only 
knew  that  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
declared  that  the  despatch  received  from  General 
Scott  was  the  despatch  called  for  in  the  resolution 
as  read  from  the  Clerk's  table;  and  he  had  design- 
ed in  good  faith  to  have  the  reply  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  that  paper  from  General  Scott,  dated  in 
Mexico  after  his  arrest. 
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Mr.  STEPHENS  resumed  the  floor,  but  yielded 
at  request  to — 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  who  said  he 
wanted  to  understand — they  all  lilced  to  have  some 
imderstanding  on  the  subject — whether  the  issue 
between  the  two  gentlemen  did  not  resolve  itself 
into  tliis  proposition  :  whether,  after  a  call  for  in- 
formation upon  exciting  topics,  that  call  should 
include  a  letter  to  be  written  for  a.  special  purpose; 
for  the  purpoise  of  suiting  exactly  the  case .'  That 
'was  the  question. 

[Cries  of  "Yes,"  and  laughter.] 

Mr.  STEPHENS.     That  is  the  question. 

Mr.  McLANE  again  wished  the  floor. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  he  would  yield  if  the 
gentleman  wished  to  give  a  categorical  answer  to 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina.     [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  McLANE  was  understood  to  object  to  a 
new  issue  being  presented,  and  to  say  that  the  case 
put  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  did  not, 
in  his  opinion,  meet  the  case  as  presented  by  the 
■words  of  the  call. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said,  the  point  to  which  he 
wished  to  bring  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  was  this:  Whether,  at  the  time  he  made 
the  suggestion  to  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, he  had  any  idea  thftt  the  Secretary  of  War, 
under  the  suggestion  he  [Mr.  McLane]  had  made, 
would  send  in  anything  else  than  a  reply  which 
had  been  made  before  that.'' 

Mr.  McLANE.     Not  the  least. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  had  supposed  that  the  gentle- 
man could  not  have  had  such  an  idea.  This,  then, 
showed  the  sense  of  this  House  when  the  resolu- 
tion was  passed,  and  when  the  very  amendment 
was  made  which  had  drawn  out  this  reply — that 
they  did  not  dream  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
would  send  in  here  a  letter  which  might  be  subse- 
quently written,  and  which  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  said  was  written  for  a  particular 
purpose. 

That  was  the  point  to  which  he  wished  to  bring 
the  attention  of  the  House.  And  what  was  the 
position  of  the  House?  They  had  called  for  some 
letters  which  had  been  suppressed;  and  yet  when 
this  particular  call  was  made,  the  Secretary  of 
War  had  gone  on  and  written  a  letter  and  sent  that, 
and  still  suppressed  the  very  thing  for  which  they 
had  called.  That  was  the  position  in  which  this 
House  was  placed  before  the  country.  He  did  not 
wish  to  be  understood  as  opposed  to  publishing 
this  letter;  he  was  willing  to  see  it  go  to  the  coun- 
try. He  wanted  the  people  of  the  country  to  see 
the  letters  for  which  they  had  called,  and  which 
had  been  suppressed  and  sent  to  the  general  in 
Mexico — which  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
War  decided  was  fitibr  him  and  was  not  fit  for  the 
people's  Representatives,  and  who,  after  withhold- 
ing that  upon  a  call  from  the  House,  had  turned 
round  and  manufactured  and  sent  in  a  long  letter; 
all  he  wanted  was,  that  these  facts  should  go  to 
the  country. 

There  was  another  important  fact  to  which  he 
now  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  and 
the  country  with  regard  to  this  Major  General 
Pillow,  who  had  a  higher  place  in  the  confidence 
of  the  Executive,  it  seemed,  than  the  people's 
Representatives — who  could  be  intrusted  with  a 
confidential  despatch  from  a  foreign  minister  or 
commissioner  when  this  House  could  not  be  in- 
trusted with  it.  If  rumor  was  true,  this  General 
was  appointed  to  that  office  by  the  President  twelve 
months  ago,  and  his  nomination  had  not  to  this 
day  been  sent  in  to  the  Senate.  The  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  required  that  the  nomination 
should  be  sent  to  the  Senate;  and  why  had  it  not 
been  done,  when  Congr'ess  had  been  in  session 
nearly  five  months.'  Why  had  the  President  with- 
held that  nomination.' 

He  did  not  wish  to  detain  the  House  on  that 
point.  He  gave  it  to  gentlemen,  however,  to  think 
of,  and  to  bring  forward  any  defence,  if  they  could. 

He  concluded  by  remarking  that  the  resolution 
as  amended  by  his  proposition  embraced  all  the 
correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the  war.  He 
wanted  it  all  to  go  together.  The  country  would 
see  the  manufactured  letter,  gotten  up  after  the 
call.  The  call  was  made  the  17th  of  April;  this 
answer  to  General  Scott  was  dated  the  21st  of 
April,  four  days  afterwards.  Let  all  these  facts 
go  to  the  country.  He  did  not  wish  to  suppress 
any  of  them.  He  submitted  to  the  House  and  the 
country  whether  it  was  not  a  trick  of  Secretary 
Marcy.     The  gentleman  from  Maryland  himself 


admitted  tliat  when  he  made  the  modification  he 
never  dreamed  that  the  Secretary  or  President 
would  send  any  other  reply  than  had  then  been 
made.  This  reply  had  been  made  since;  it  had 
been  manufactured  for  the  very  purpose.  He 
wished  it  to  go  to  the  country;  he  wished  to  keep 
nothing  back. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  said,  take  this  debate 
all  in  all,  and  he  thought  the  good  sense  of  this 
House  and  the  country  would  pronounce  it  the 
most  extraordinary  that  had  ever  occurred. 

[A  voice:  "  It  is  a  most  extraordinary  topic."] 

He  was  glad  that  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
responded.  It  would  be  seen,  (he  said,)  from  an 
examination  of  the  debate,  that  every  original  issue 
had  been  abandoned,  and  that  there  had  been  a 
constant  effort  onthe  paitof  those  who  had  brought 
about  this  call  to  change  the  issue  as  rapidly  as 
facts  had  been  presented  and  overthrown  the  posi- 
tions they  had  taken. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  (interposing)  inquired  if  he 
understood  his  colleague  to  say  that  all  the  origi- 
nal issues  made  in  reference  to  this  correspondence 
had  been  abandoned.' 

Mr.  COBB  replied  that  he  would  endeavor  to 
allude  to  those  to  which  he  referred,  and  which 
had  been  abandoned,  as  far  as  arguments  were 
concerned. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  wished  his  colleague  to  allow 
him  to  suggest  one  that  had  not;  that  was,  that 
important  despatches  called  for  had  not  been  com- 
municated, but  had  been  kept  back  by  the  Presi- 
dent. Did  he  understand  his  colleague  to  deny 
that  they  had  been  kept  back  by  the  President? 

Mr.  COBB.  To  what  important  despatches 
does  my  colleague  allude  as  having  been  kept  back 
by  the  President? 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  observing  that  that  was  not 
answering  his  question,  said  the  oiiginal  charge 
was,  that  important  despatches  had  been  withheltl; 
the  instructions  to  Mr.  Slidell  had  never  yet  been 
sent  in;  this  communication  from  Mr.  Trist  had 
never  yet  been  sent  in.  This  very  communication 
which  they  had  received  yesterday  had  been  pre- 
viously called  for  and  not  sent  in,  and  had  only 
come  in  in  answer  to  a  subsequent  call,  and  no 
reason  given  for  withholding  it.  This  was  the 
original  charge,  and  if  his  colleague  supposed  that 
he  had  abandoned  it,  he  was  much  mistaken. 

Mr.  COBB  said  he  was  alluding  to  facts  famil- 
iar to  the  House  which  had  been  brought  out  in 
the  debate  upon  the  original  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina.  It  would  be  recol- 
lected by  the  House,  that  when  this  resolution 
was  offered  by  the  gentleman,  it  was  understood 
by  the  House  that  his  object  was  to  draw  out  the 
correspondence  between  General  Scott  and  the 
Secretary  of  War,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
that  General  Scott  had  been  badly  treated  by  the 
War  Department,  and  defending  that  officer  from 
any  imputation  which  might  have  been  cast  upon 
him  in  reference  to  his  conduct  in  the  Mexican 
war.  The  very  remarkable  fact  must  also  be  borne 
in  mind  that,  after  the  answer  to  that  communi- 
cation had  been  made  on  the  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent, before  any  single  document  had  been  printed, 
before  it  was  in  the  power  of  any  member  to 
say  what  was  communicated,  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Clingman]  had  addressed 
this  House  at  considerable  length,  and  said  he  had 
examined  this  document  in  the  hands  of  the  print- 
er, and  then  had  gone  on  to  make  his  charges 
against  the  President  and  the  War  Department, 
endeavoring  to  bolster  up  the  position  which  he 
had  assumed  in  behalf  of  General  Scott.  It  was 
at  this  time  that  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina had  attempted  to  forestall  public  opinion  in 
reference  to  the  course  of  the  President  and  the 
Secretary  of  War,  by  bringing  forward  these 
charges  before  the  public  mind  could  be  informed, 
by  the  publication  of  the  correspondence,  of  the 
facts  in  reference  to  the  matter.  It  showed  that 
at  that  early  period  the  examination  of  this  docu- 
ment had  created  upon  the  mind  of  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  the  impression  that  it  wa.s 
neCessary  for  some  extraordinary  effort  to  be  made 
in  order  to  relieve  General  Scott  from  the  effect 
of  that  correspondence.  The  gentleman  liad  then 
stated  that  documents  were  withheld,  and  had 
sjiccified  the  documents  which,  if  published  to  the 
country,  would  sustain  the  charges  which  he 
made.  This  House  had  responded  to  the  call  for 
these  documents,  and  they  had  been  brought  be- 
fore  the  country,  and  what  was   the  issue  now 


presented  ?  What  was  the  issue  presented  by  the 
gentleman  from  Alabam.a?  That  the  response 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  one  of  these  de- 
spatches, because  it  bore  date  subsequent  to  the 
date  of  the  call  of  the  House,  ought  to  be  sup- 
pressed. He  desired  to  send  before  the  country  ' 
the  despatch  received  from  General  Scott;  and  be- 
cause the  answer  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  the 
progress  of  the  correspondence,  happened  to  bear 
date  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  call,  though  it 
was  a  response  to  one  of  these  despatches,  he 
now  desired  it  should  be  suppressed  and  withheld 
from  the  country.  Did  his  fi-iend  from  Alabama, 
or  any  other  gentleman,  pretend  to  .say  that  any 
facts  set  forth  in  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  General  Scott  were  not  true?  No;  no  ex- 
ception had  been  taken  to  it.  No  objection  had 
been  made  that  it  contained  allegations  which 
were  untrue  or  arguments  which  were  unsup- 
ported; and  yet,  on  a  mere  pretence  of  this  kind,  it 
was  attempted  to  suppress  this  document,  to  pre- 
sent one  side  of  the  case  to  the  country  and  to  sup- 
press the  other.  He  was  happy  to  find  that  his 
colleague  did  not  approve  of  it;  that  he  was  aware* 
that  an  effort  of  this  kind  could  not  meet  the  ap- 
proval of  the  House  or  of  the  country.  If  they 
objected  to  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  they 
were  bound  to  sift  its  facts,  to  analyze  its  argu- 
ments, and,  if  they  were  unsustained,  to  expose  it 
to  the  country;  but  let  them  not  seek  by  the  power 
of  this  House  to  suppress  this  publication.  He 
recollected  that  a  few  days  ago,  when  the  House 
were  considering  the  question  of  the  publication 
of  another  document,  he  had  protested  against  its 
publication,  because  it  was  unsatisfactory  in  its 
character,  and  calculated  to  create  an  erroneous 
impression  upon  the  public  mind.  He  had  then 
desired,  as  he  now  desired,  that  upon  the  publica- 
tion of  matters  of  this  kind  all  the  facts  should  be 
presented  to  the  country,  and  there  was  then  no 
danger  that  they  would  he  misapprehended  by  the 
good  sense  of  the  people.  He  was  willing  to  leave 
to  them  to  decide  the  question  for  themselves  upon: 
all  the  facts  being  presented.  There  was  no  dis- 
position on  his  side  of  the  House  to  withhold  in- 
formation from  the  country.  His  colleague  said 
that  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Slidell  had  been  with- 
held. Was  that  an  argument  in  this  case?  They 
were  not  called  for.  No  allusion  was  made  to 
them  whatever  in  this  resolution.  A  remarkable 
fact  in  reference  to  these  instructions  to  Mr.  Slidell 
was,  that  we  had  had  them  published  in  the  news- 
papers, whether  correctly  or  not,  we  did  not  know. 
He  had  made  no  inquiry.  But  he  had  observed 
the  fact,  that  since  these  instructions  had  come  out 
they  had  never  been  commented  upon  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  Notwithstanding  the  issues 
which  had  been  made  upon  them  previous  to  their 
publication,  they  had  not  heard  a  word  about  them 
since.  It  was  true,  it  might  be  said  that  we  were 
not  assured  the  documents  were  authentic.  This 
might  be  the  case,  but  gentlemen  did  not  apply  the 
same  rule  in  other  cases,  for  they  had  generally 
chosen  to  comment  with  as  much  fieedom  upon 
those  which  were  thus  thrown  before  the  public  as 
those  which  were  presented  in  any  other  manner. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  inquired  if  he  understood  his 
colleage  that  they  had  found  nothing  to  disapprove 
of  in  these  instructions? 

Mr.  COBB  said,  that  since  the  publication  of 
these  instructions  they  had  heard  no  gentleman  on 
that  side  of  the  House  commenting  upon  them  and 
disapproving  of  them. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said,  so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, (and  he  spoke  only  for  himself,)  the  in- 
structions which  he  saw  published  in  the  newspa- 
pers were  very  much  in  accordance  with  what  he 
expected  they  were.  He  would  not  take  the  time 
of  his  colleague  to  comment  upon  them,  but  he 
should  take  occasion  to  do  so  at  the  earliest  possi- 
ble opportunity  when  it  was  in  order.  He  would, 
however,  ask  his  colleague  if  the  instructions  did 
not  authorize  five  millions  of  dollars  to  be  given 
for  that  very  country  which  his  friends  had  de- 
clared was  our  own  soil? 

Mr.  COBB.  With  reference  to  what  country 
does  my  colleague  speak? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  The  country  to  the  Rio 
Grande. 

Mr.  COBB  replied  that  such  were  not  the  in- 
structions, as  he  had  seen  them  published. 

Mr.  STEPPIENS  said  such  authority  wasgiven 
in  the  instructions  which  he  had  seen. 

Mr.  COBB  replied  that  this  unfortunate difteroncft 
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with  reference  to  the  newspaper  account  showed 
gentlemen  that  they  should  be  cautious  how  they 
brousiit  forward  serious  charges  against  the  Ex- 
ecutive Department  of  the  country  with  reference 
to  documents  before  they  were  published  in  an 
authentic  form.  As  he  had  read  this  document  in 
the  public  prints,  he  was  confident  that  no  such 
authority  was  sivcn. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  My  colleague,  then,  agrees 
■with  me  that  it  was  very  important  that  the  Piesi- 
dent  should  have  answered  their  call,  that  they 
might  have  known  what  were  the  real  instructions. 
Mr.  COBB  had  said  that  he  was  not  disposed 
at  present  to  go  into  the  discussion  of  these  in- 
structions, but  if  the  newspaper  accounts  were 
authentic,  he  was  prepared  to  assert  two  proposi- 
tions :  First,  that  they  bore  on  their  face  conclu- 
sive evidence,  that  for  the  interest  of  the  coun- 
try they  ought  not  to  have  been  published  at  the 
time  fliey  were  called  for  by  this  House;  and, 
secondly,  for  the  purpose  of  a  'triumphant  vindi- 
cation of  the  President  against  the  charges  made 
by  genlieuien  on  the  other  side,  that  officer,  if  he 
iiad  been  actuated  by  no  other  considerations, 
•would  have  been  glad  to  have  thrown  them  before 
the  country.  It  showed  the  willingness  of  the 
President  to  sacrifice  his  own  persona!  interest 
in  sustaining  himself  as  President  of  the  United 
States  in  behalf  of  the  public  good.  But  he  would 
not  go  into  this  subject.  He  assured  his  colleague 
he  should  listen  to  him  with  a  great  deal  of  inter- 
est, to  see  how  it  was  that  his  anticipations  of 
that  document  had  been  fully  realized  when  lie 
came  to  comjiare  his  charges  with  the  document 
itself. 

But  with  reference  to  the  resolution  which  was 
now  under  consideration,  another  remarkable  fact 
■was  presented.  When  they  had  called  for  that 
document,  and  it  had  been  laid  on  the  table  and 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  a  motion  made  for  the 
printing  of  extra  copies,  no  opposition  had  been 
manifested  on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  But 
to-day  it  was  said  by  gentlemen,  that  this  motion 
to  print  an  extra  number  had  been  postponed  from 
time  to  time  until  tlie  type  had  been  distributed, 
and  now  we  were  called  to  go  to  the  extraordinary 
expense  of  putting  up  the  type  again.  Was  it  not 
remarkable,  that  a  document  to  which  so  much 
importance  had  been  attached  by  the  Opposition, 
•which  they  said  furnished  foundation  for  serious 
charges  upon  the  Executive  officers,  which  they 
said  threw  a  flood  of  light  upon  all  these  vexed 
Questions  between  the  commanding  officers  and 
thehead  of  thedepartment  here, — was  itnotstrange 
that  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  should  now 
rise  up  and  seriously  ask  this  House  to  abandon 
the  printing  of  an  extra  number,  on  the  ground 
that  the  type  had  been  distributed  in  consequence 
of  the  gentleman's  own  motion,  or  that  of  his 
friends,  to  postpone  the  subject  from  day  to  day? 
Whence  came  this  sudden  spirit  of  economy  over 
the  gentleman? 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  inquired  if  the  gentleman 
alluded  to  hiin  ? 

Mr.  COBB  replied  that  he  did  not,  but  to  the 
gentleman  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  [Mr.  Conger,]  who  had  said  that  it 
ought  not  to  be  published  now  on  account  of  the 
type  beinir  distributed. 

1".  Mr.  CONGER  (the  floor  being  yielded)  stated 
that  the  gentleman  had  misapprehended  him.  His 
object  had  not  been  to  oppose  the  printing  of  these 
extra  copies.  He  had  merely  desired  to  make  a 
brief  statement  to  the  House  in  relation  to  the  ex- 
pense which  would  be  incurred  by  the  printing,  in 
consequence  of  the  delay  which  had  taken  place, 
in  order  that  they  might  be  possessed  of  informa- 
tion as  to  what  the  expenses  would  be  before  they 
voted  upon  the  question.  He  should  not  now,  he 
should  not  at  any  time,  oppose  the  printing  of  these 
extra  copies. 

Mr.  COBB  regretted  if  he  had  done  injustice  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Conger,] 
but  lie  believed  that  gentleman's  report  had  given 
him  authority  for  what  lie  had  said.  It  wasclearthe 
gentleman  from  New  York  did  not  expect  to  in- 
duce the  House  to  print  any  extra  numlxir.  It  was 
clear  that  the  object  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  was  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
fact  that  the  type  was  distributed,  and  that  a  lar"-e 
expense  would  be  incurred  in  printing  it.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  did  not  ccriainly  iniend 
the  House  to  understand  that  he  was  .satisfied  of 
the  propriety  of  printing  nn  extra  number. 


Mr.  CONGER  confessed  that  he  was  opposed 
to  incur  the  vast  expense  which  would  be  incurred 
if  an  extra  number  of  this  document  was  printed. 

Mr.  COBB  found  he  must  recall  his  apology  for 
doing  injustice  to  the  gentleman  fi-om  New  York. 
He  now  understood  that  gentleman,  as  he  origi- 
nally understood  him,  as  being  opposed  to  printing 
these  extra  documents.  And  this  was  but  one  part 
of  the  remarkable  circumstances  that  were  spring- 
ing up  around  tliem.  Why  was  it  that  gentlemen 
were  not  so  anxious  now  to  print  these  documents 
as  they  were  when  the  subject  was  first  brought 
forward  in  this  House?  The  reason  was  manifest. 
Gentlemen  had  made  themselves  acquainted  with 
the  facts.  The  contents  of  these  documents  were 
presented  to  their  minds.  The  development  had 
been  made.  The  whole  subject  was  before  them, 
and  now  they  were  unwilling  to  ]iour  this  flood  of 
light  on  the  public  mind.  There  have  been  other 
motions  to  print  extra  numbers  of  documents  sent 
to  this  House  during  the  presentr  session,  and  this 
was  the  first  time  he  had  heard  an  argument  based 
on  the  expense  from  that  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  made  some  ex- 
planation, but  in  too  low  a  tone  of  voice  to  reach 
the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  was  unwilling  to  interrupt  his 
colleague;  but  he  l)egged  leave  to  say  that  if  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  thought  there  was  any 
opposition  to  print  these  extra  numbers  with  him 
(Mr.  S.)  or  his  friends,  he  was  greatly  mistaken. 
So  far  from  it,  he  had  been  repeatedly  urged  to 
modify  his  motion  by  striking  out  10,000  and  in- 
serting 20,000. 

Mr.  COBB  was  happy  to  hear  that  there  was 
no  disposition  to  withhold  this  document  from  the 
country,  though  he  had  been  led  to  such  a  conclu- 
sion from  the  report  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Conger,]  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing.  He  thought,  too,  he  was  justified  in 
arriving  at  that  conclusion  from  the  remark  of 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Hilliard,] 
who  had  expressed  his  unwillingness  to  print  a 
part  of  this  document.  From  these  gentlemen 
he  (Mr.  C.)  differed.  He  thought  they  should 
send  out  this  document  to  the  country ;  they 
should  give  the  people  all  the  information  they 
possessed  themselves.  If  this  subject  had  be- 
come unpleasant  to  gentlemen,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered that  they  had  brought  it  on  themselves. 
They  had  made  their  own  bed,  and  therefore  he 
would  permit  them  to  lie  down  upon  it.  They  have 
nothing  to  charge  against  anybody — no  complaint 
to  make  but  against  themselves. 

But  there  was  one  thing  in  connection  with  this 
correspondence,  when  it  was  originally  called  for, 
to  which  he  ought  to  advert,  after  hearing  the 
ground  taken  by  gentlemen  this  day.  The  corre- 
spondence of  Generals  Scott  and  Taylor,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  and  Mr.  Commissioner  Trist,  was 
called  for  by  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  this  House, 
which  contemplated  obtaining  information  in  ref- 
erence to  an  issue  made  between  two  of  these  par- 
ticular individuals.  This  point  had  been  responded 
to,  and  yet  now  the  gentlemen  say  that  the  main 
issue  has  been  avoided,  and  the  documents  they 
require  have  been  supjjressed.  And  what  were 
they?  Why,  documents  in  relation  to  charges 
preferred  against  Major  General  Pillow.  In  the 
speeches  of  gentlemen,  as  reported,  when  this  sub- 
ject was  heretofore  before  the  House,  he  found 
nothing  in  relation  to  Major  General  Pillow,  nor 
had  he  heard  anything  on  that  subject  until  this 
morning.  This  was  the  first  time  that  this  subject 
had  been  brought  up  here.  No  one  had  been  noti- 
fied that  the  object  of  gentlemen  in  calling  for  this 
correspondence  was  to  make  any  charge  against 
or  attack  on  Major  General  Pillow,  or  to  sustain 
any  made  against  him  in  any  other  quarter. 

Now,  however,  gentlemen  accused  the  President 
of  a  dereliction  of  duty  in  relation  to  some  docu- 
ment in  wliicli  Mr.  Commissioner  Trist  had  made 
some  accusations.     He  begged   gentlemen  not  to 
abandon   the  issue   which   they   had    first   made, 
which  related  to  General  Scolt  and   the  War  De- 
partment.     Let  thein  hold  on  to  that  issue.     If 
they  also  desired   any  information   in  relation  to 
General  Pillow,  and  required  documents  not  here- 
j  tofore  published,  they  should  have  his  vote  to  rail 
j  for   them,   if  the  documents   could   be  published 
without  injury  to  the  public  interests.      But  now 
I  he  appealed  to  them  not  to  travel  out  of  the  record. 
I^nlightcni   the  public  mind   with   this  document. 
I  Was  it  because  gentlemen  had  discovered  that  this 


document  came  rather  heavily  down  on  General 
Scott  that  they  were  anxious  to  withhold  it  for  the 
present,  and  until  they  could  become  siu'charged 
with  some  argument  to  ineet  it?  Were  they  will- 
ing to  stand  before  the  country  in  this  attitude  i* 
Let  the  document  go  forth,  and  the  people  will 
form  their  own  opinions  upon  it  with  as  much  abil- 
ity, correctness,  and  promptness  as  the  gentlemen 
opposite  could  do.  If  their  general  stood  on  high 
ground,  if  the  facts  stated  in  this  correspondence 
would  cast  no  reflection  on  him,  it  was  impossible 
for  any  one  man,  however  high  in  oflice  he  might 
be,  to  sustain  charges  against  that  general  without 
facts  whereon  to  base  them. 

If  the  gentlemen  opposite  had  the  right  on  their 
side  they  should  not  Ije  afraid  of  the  publication  of 
facts  and  details.  If,  on  the  publication  of  these 
documents,  he  found  the  gentlemen  ojiposite  were 
right,  (for  he  had  not  read  this  correspondence,) 
he  gave  them  an  assurance  he  should  not  persist 
in  error.  Let  all  stand  on  a  common  platform  in 
this  respect.  Let  nothing  be  kept  in  the  dark.  In 
the  course  of  his  remarks  he  had  made  no  charge 
against  General  Scott  or  General  Taylor,  or  any  of 
these  parties.  He  had  carefully  abstained  from 
doing  so  that  he  might  not  expose  hirnself  to  any 
imputation  from  the  other-  side  of  having  made  a 
thrust  at  a  man  respecting  whom  he  was  not  in 
possession  of  the  facts.  He  desired  all  the  infor- 
mation they  possessed  to  go  to  the  country,  that  he 
and  the  people  mi2:ht  form  an  independent  opinion. 
Till  then  he  should  withhold  the  expression  of  any 
opinion  further  than  that  which  he  had  formect 
from  the  documents  already  before  them. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  expressed  his  opposition  to 
printing  that  part  of  the  document  which  contained 
the  letter  written  by  the  Secretary  of  War  four 
days  after  the  call  was  made  by  the  House.  He 
w^juld  take  the  responsibility  of  that  position  be- 
fore this  House  and  before  the  people.  He  was 
not  willing,  by  what  seemed  to  him  to  be  misplaced 
magnanimity,  to  give  the  Secretary  of  War  the 
opportunity  thus  to  send  forth,  in  a  document 
which  was  to  be  permanent,  a  long,  labored,  welt- 
prepnred  defence  of  the  Administration,  on  con- 
sultation with  his  political  friends.  There  would 
be  great  injustice  in  this.  This  was  no  correspond- 
ence of  a  day.  It  was  not  to  die  in  a  week.  It 
was  to  be  entered  on  the  records  of  this  House, 
and  permanently  preserved  here.  The  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Cobb,]  with  great  ingenuity, 
had  endeavored  to  turn  the  issue  here,  and  had 
appealed  to  his  (Mr.  H.'s)  magnanimity  on  this 
subject.  He  had  asked  him  if  he  would  suppress 
a  document  that  came  from  the  Secretary  of  War. 
In  reply,  he  asked  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  if 
he  would  do  such  injustice  to  a  gallant  officer  like 
General  Scott,  who  had  exposed  his  life  in  battle, 
and  performed  the  most  brilliant  exploits  known  to 
modern  times  ? 

Would  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  do  the  injus- 
tice to  that  officer  of  allowing  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  send  out  and  spread  abroad,  in  a  document  of 
this  House,  charges  which  will  touch  the  sensibili- 
ties and  the  character  of  General  Scott,  before  they 
were  despatched  to  that  officer,  and  before  a  line 
could  be  received  in  reply?  He  (Mr.  H.)  coultJ 
not  be  made  a  party  to  a  scheme  of  this  sort;  and 
he  was  willing  to  assume  the  responsibility  of 
withholding  the  Secretary's  letter.  Let  General 
Scott  reply  to  that  document.  Let  him  have  the 
opportiuiity  of  making  a  manly  defence;  and  then, 
if  gentlemen  desired  it,  he  would  willingly  vote  to 
print  fifty  thousand  copies  of  Secretary  Marcy's 
letter  and  General  Scott's  reply  together.  But 
until  the  reply  wTis  received,  he  appealed  to  the 
magnanimity  of  gentlemeii,  and  he  asked  them  to 
stand  by  him  in  protecting  the  character  of  an* 
absent  officer  until  he  could  be  heard  in  his  own 
defence. 

Mr.  COBB  understood  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama desired  to  wait  until  General  Scott's  reply 
could  be  received.  Now,  he  understood  that  this 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  was  a  reply  to  one 
of  General  Scott's;  if,  therefore,  they  were  to  wait 
for  Gfencral  Scott's  rejoinder,  tliey  must,  in  justice, 
wait  for  the  Secretary's  replication;  and  when 
would  the  public  ever  get  the  correspondence? 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  having  made  a  brief 
explanation — 

Mr.  HILLIARD  resumed,  and  proceeded  to 
show,  that  on  the  17th  of  April,  the  resolution  was 
adopted  by  this  Houae  calling  on  the  President  for 
certain  correspondence.     He  here  read  the  reso- 
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lution,  to  show  its  nature  and  character,  and  then 
he  appealed  to  the  fjentleinaii  from  Georj^ia  [Mr. 
Cobb]  to  change  his  ground.  He  appealed  also  to 
the  magnanimity  of  other  gentlemen  to  change  the 
7)osition  they  had  taken.  If  they  persisted,  after 
jiearing  the  terms  of  this  resolution,  he  should  look 
with  amazement  on  tiio  course  of  those  gentlemen. 
He  appealed  to  the  sober  sense  of  the  House  if, 
when  this  call  was  made,  on  the  17th  day  of  April, 
there  had  been  any  correspondence  between  Gen- 
■eraP  Scott  and  the  Secretary  of  War  embracing 
this  letter?  Had  it  then  an  existence?  Could  the 
House  have  contemplated  the  calling  for  a  letter  of 
which  not  only  the  great  body  of  the  House  had 
heard  nothitig,  but  which  was  actually  not  written? 
Could  they,  then,  liave  expected  a  letter  of  this 
Siort  to  l)e  embraced  in  their  call?  What  was  the 
fact?  On  the  17th  of  Apiil  the  call  was  made;  on 
the  21st,  four  days  afterwards,  Mr.  Marcy  com- 
menced his  reply  to  General  Scott,  after  having 
been  informed  that  the  call  had  been  made  for  the 
correspondence  on  the  part  of  the  House,  and,  ten 
days  after  the  call  was  made,  this  labored  ex  parte 
Jitter  was  jiresented  to  this  House  in  obedience  to 
the  call,  although*  it  had  been  written  but  some  six 
thiys  since.  And  for  the  publication  of  such  a  doc- 
ument gentlemen  appealed  to  his  magnanimity, 
forsooth!  It  was  an  insult  to  print  this  letter  under 
the  circumstances,  and  gentlemen  might  appeal  to 
Iiis  magnanimity  forever,  and  he  would  not  assent 
to  it.  He  would  resist  it  to  the  last,  for  he  was 
unwilling  to  see  injustice  done  to  an  honorable 
gentleman  and  a  gallant  officer.  He  would  not 
stand  by  and  silently  see  him  thrust  at  in  this  way. 
He  could  not  suppress  his  indignation  at  such  an 
attempt — his  pure,  unaffected  indignation,  and  he 
wondered  it  had  not  reached  the  bosom  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War, 

Mr.  HOUSTON  asked  his  colleague  if  he  was 
willing  ttiat  the  letter  should  be  cut  in  two,  pre- 
cisely at  the  point  where  it  was  being  written  when 
the  information  reached  the  Secretary  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  resolutions  calling  for  the  correspond- 
ence? 

Mr.  HILLIARD  said  the  letter  was  dated  on 
the  2lst  of  April.  The  place  and  time  were  given; 
how  then  could  the  gentleman  ask,  or  by  any  re- 
sort to  special  pleacling  suggest  to  the  minds  of 
others,  whether  this  letter  had  not  been  prepared 
before?  If  it  had  been  prepared  before,  why  had 
it  not  been  sent  in  the  next  day?  Why  wait  until 
the  27th  ?  Because  it  was  designed  that  this  letter 
should  bewi-ittenand  embraced  in  this  correspond- 
ence, and  sent  out  to  make  an  impression  on  the 
public  rriind.  No;gentlemen  could  not  escape  from 
the  position  in  which  they  were  placed  by  special 
pleading  of  that  sort,  and  he  called  upon  them  to 
abandon  the  ground  they  have  taken,  and  withhold 
this  letter  until  the  reply  from  General  Scott  could 
come,  and  then  he  would  join  them  in  giving  both 
to  the  public-  At  any  time  he  would  do  this,  and 
he  shouW  not  look  round  him  to  see  who  voted 
with  him.  If  he  were  satisfied  that  he  was  right, 
he  was  prepared  at  any  time  to  take  his  position, 
if  he  gave  his  vote  solitary  and  alone.  He  was 
willing  to  stand  on  this  question  in  that  position, 
for  he  was  sorry  to  see  a  House  of  which  he  was 
a  member  lending  itself  to  these  schemes  and  con- 
trivances of  the  Administration. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  concurred  mainly 
■with  thegentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Hilliard.J 
He  believed,  sis  far  as  he  had  any  evidence,  that 
this  far-famed  reply  of  the  Secretary  of  War  had 
been  written  for  the  occasion;  and  that  Mr.  Marcy 's 
conduct  had  been  such  that  he  was  not  entitled 
to  the  publication  of  it  at  their  hand.s  unless  they 
should  think  proper  to  print  it.  But,  notwith- 
standing this,  he  (Mr.  H.)  wished  it  to  go  to  the 
country,  for  he  was  satisfied,  so  far  as  the  reputa- 
tion of  General  Scott  was  concerned,  it  would  be 
vindicated  by  the  country. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  might  concur  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Delaware,  if  there  was  no  other  means 
of  publishing  Mr.  Marcy 's  letter;  but,  as  he  had 
said,  as  the  press  was  open  to  him,  he  (Mr.  II.) 
would  not  be  willing  to  put  it  in  a  permanent  form, 
by  printing  it  a.s  part  of  a  document  sent  to  this 
body,  and  furnishing  it  to  the  country  at  large 
until  General  Scott  could  bo  heard  in  reply.  The 
gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Cobb]  suspected  that 
he  (Mr.  H.)  had  too  much  foresight  and  discretion 
to  print  this  rcj)ly  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  He 
begged  to  assure  that  gcntlciYian  that  he  had  not 
examined  it,  but  ho  supposed,  judging  from  the 


remarks  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  that  the 
reply  was  a  bitter  partisan  document. 

The  present  Administration  hold  the  power  of 
the  General  Government,  and  the  Whigs  have  a 
majority  in  this  House.  Every  other  department 
was  against  the  Whig  party.  And  when  they 
made  a  call  for  correspondence  of  any  description 
whatever,  it  must  be  presumed  that  they  were  in 
a  position  antag;bnistical  to  the  dynasty,  and  it 
would  follow  that  the  Administration  would  be 
unwilling  to  commit  itself.  If  this  House  made  a 
call,  therefore,  the  department  would  equivocate, 
and  this  House  had  to  make  call  on  call  before 
they  could  get  facts  before  the  country.  This 
House  was  in  this  anomalous  position.  In  the 
British  Parliament,  if  a  member  should  defend  the 
course  which  Mr.  Secretary  Marcy  has  taken  here, 
he  would  be  overwhelmed  with  indignation;  and 
even  Guizot  himself,  in  the  tribune  of  the  French 
Chamber  of  Deputies,  would  absolutely  be  com- 
pelled to  give  way  before  the  deafening  indignation 
of  his  colleagues.  And  yet  they,  the  representa- 
tives of  this  great  nation — they  who  represented 
the  people  themselves — were  compelled  to  fight 
their  way  hand  to  hand  with  a  )iowerful  party, 
that  nov/  wiekled  the  patronage  of  this  Govern- 
ment, to  get  information  for  the  people;  and  when 
it  came,  they  were  expected  to  print  a  party  letter 
written  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  which  would  be 
an  act  of  injustice  to  the  commander  of  our  armies. 
He  would  do  no  such  thing.  He  found  the  time 
had  come  when  they  should  speak  out,  and  he 
should  lose  no  occasion  of  doing  it,  from  this  time 
to  the  end  of  the  contest.  This  letter  of  Secretary 
Marcy,  no  doubt,  he  viewed  as  essential  to  the  de- 
fence of  this  crumbling  Administration.  But  it  was 
the  handwriting  on  the  wall.  This  Administration 
was  as  certain  to  go  out  of  power  as  it  had  abused 
power;  and  it  would  leave  no  monument  behind 
of  its  genius,  its  wisdom,  or  its  generosity. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  called  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  to  the  tariff  act  of 
184G. 

Mr.  STANTON  also  asked  the  gentleman  if 
that  act  did  not  produce  more  revenue  than  the 
tariff  of  1842? 

Mr.  HILLIARD  would  answer  those  questions 
at  a  more  appropriate  time,  but  he  would  not  now 
be  driven  from  the  issues  which  had  been  made 
with  this  Administration.  Information  had  been 
called  for  from  this  Administration,  and  the  Ad- 
ministration would  only  let  out  as  much  as  would 
answer  its  own  purpose.  The  resolution  was  lim- 
ited in  the  usual  way.  Information  was  called  for, 
if  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  interest,  and  the 
Administration  took  it  that  it  was  not  to  be  fur- 
nished if  their  interest  would  be  thereby  affected. 
If  the  Administration  would  be  injured,  the  infor- 
mation was  withheld.  He  confessed  when  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Henley,]  some  days 
since  had  the  courage  to  get  up  and  present  to  this 
body  letters  which  form  part  of  a  correspondence 
wliich  had  been  called  for  by  this  House  and 
refused,  and  admitted  he  liad  received  them  from 
his  friend  the  Secretary  of  War,  he  (Mr.  H.)  could 
not  withhold  the  expression  of  his  surprise,  and  lie 
took  occasion  to  ask  how  they  had  been  obtained. 
In  answer  to  his  inquiry,  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana fully  committed  the  Secretary  of  War,  in 
having  furnished  those  letters  to  a  partisan  friend, 
which  were  denied  to  this  House.  The  object  for 
which  they  had  been  given  to  thtit  gentleman  was 
the  defence  of  the  Secretary  in  not  sending  them 
here.  And  then  as  to  the  Slidell  instructions,  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  had  undertaken  to  defend 
the  Administration  for  withholding  them  from  this 
House,  but  they  had  found  their  way  into  a  news- 
paper. The  President,  in  sending  a  minister  to 
Mexico  to  treat  between  the  two  Republics,  or  to 
threaten  an  attack  by  one  upon  the  other,  without 
instructions  from  the  people's  Representatives  in 
this  House  or  consultation  with  the  Senate,  to  jiur- 
chase  or  obtain  possession  of  extensive  territory 
to  add  to  this  Union, ^was  guilty  of  a  monstrous 
assumption  of  power.  He  (iVIr.  H.)  cared  not  if 
territory  was  desirable.  He  cared  not  if  it  was  our 
interest  to  purchase  California  and  New  Mexico: 
without  the  sanction  of  this  House  and  considta- 
tion  with  the  Senate,  the  President  had  no  right  to 
open  such  negotiations. 

But  to  return  to  the  issue.  The  question  was, 
should  they  print  this  letter  of  Mr.  Secretary  Marcy? 
Magnanimity  and  justice  forbade-it.  Thegentle- 
man from  Georgia  said  the  pco|)le  would  decide 


for  themselves  on  this  point.  He  was  willing  to 
appeal  to  the  people.  The  people  might  be  misled 
for  a  time,  but  ultimately  they  would  do  right. 
During  party  contests  they  might  be  misguided  by 
party  issues,  but  ultimately  the  people  would  come 
back;  hence  he  had  confidence  in  attacking  this 
Administration,  for  it  was  one  of  those  contests  in 
which  a  man  could  never  fail.  He  would  now 
submit  the  following  amendment  to  the  resolution, 
to  carry  out  the  views  which  he  had  expressed: 

"  Exccptiiis,  however,from  printing,  a  letter  found  among 
said  (Incnnients  signed  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  piir- 
liortini;  to  have  been  written  to  Major  General  Seott  four 
da}  s  after  the  passage  of  the  resolution  caUing  for  the  cor- 
respondence." 

Mr.  STANTON  said  the  discussion  of  this  sub- 
ject would  inevitably  attract  the  public  attention, 
and  create  a  desire  to  see  that  letter.  Whether 
gentlemen,  therefore,  should  succeed  in  suppress- 
ing it  now  or  not,  it  would  be  read  by  the  people. 
He  had  not  risen  to  make  a  speech  on  this  subject, 
but  believing  there  had  been  discussion  enough,  he 
moved  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  thereby 
cutting  off  Mr.  Hilliard's  amendment,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered. 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  several  gen- 
tlemen participated,  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment was  adopted;  and  afterwards,  in  succession, 
the  amendment  and  the  resolution  as  amended. 

A  reconsideration  was  moved  and  negatived. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  gave  notice,  for 
the  information  of  the  House,  that  on  Wednesday 
next  he  should  move  that  when  this  House  ad- 
journs on  Thursday,  it  shall  adjourn  to  meet  again 
on  the  succeeding  Monday,  to  afford  an  opportuni- 
ty for  putting  down  the  spring  carpets,  &c 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  presented 
iHider  the  rule,  and  referred : 

Bv  Mr.  FREEDLEY :  The  memorial  of  sundry  citizens 
of  Delaware  county,  Pennsylvania,  asking  Congress  to  sur- 
vey a  post  route  through  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  between 
New  York  and  Piiiladelphia,in  order  to  construct  a  railroad 
hetwecn  those  cities,  to  get  rid  of  the  monopoly  by  means  of 
wiiicli  the  State  of  New  Jersey  imposes  an  exorbitant  tar 
on  citizens  of  other  States. 

13y  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York :  The  petition  of  A. 
Champion  and  l,5li0  other  citizens  of  Monroe  county,  New 
York,  asking  a  tarift'  of  postages  on  letters,  for  all  distances, 
of  two  cents;  also,  for  the  entire  exemption  of  postage  on 
newspapirs  within  thirty  miles  of  the  publishing  office,  and 
on  newspapers  over  thirty  miles  from  the  publishing  oHice, 
for  all  distances,  of  two  cents ;  and  for  the  special  privilege 
of  the  public,  the  petitioners  ask  that  the  people  may  be  al- 
lowed to  send  newspapers  through  the  post  office  for  one 
cent,  and  not  three  cents,  and  that  prepaid,  as  at  present. 

By  Mr.  PHELPS:  The  petition  of  E.  D.  McKenney  and 
otlier  securities  of  S.  H.  Bunch,  late  Osage  sub-agent,  pray- 
ing to  be  released  from  the  payment  of  one  thousand  dollars 
stolen  from  said  Bunch. 

By  Mr.  ST.  JOHN:  Three  petitions  of  inhabitants  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  praying  Congress  to  purchase  Mount  Ver- 
non, in  order  that  the  grounds  and  tomb  ef  Washington  may 
bo  kept  in  a  suitable  and  proper  state  of  preservation. 

By  Mr.  TWEEDY:  The  petition  of  J.  Beston  and  29 
others,  for  a  post  route  from  Shebo3'gaii,  along  the  Madisoa 
road,  to  Auburn  post  office,  on  post  route  4,462. 

By  Mr.  WENTWORTH  :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Mc- 
Heiiry  county,  Illinois,  for  a  mail  route  from  Dorr,  via  Erin 
arid  Highland,  to  Geneva,  Wisconsin.  Also,  for  a  route  from 
Morris  Court  house  to  Mazou.  Also,  from  Dorr,  via  Heb- 
ron, to  Richmond. 

By  Mr.  DICKINSON:  The  petition  of  Joseph  Chaffee, 
praying  Congress  to  adjust  and  pay  his  claim  against  the 
Wyandot  Indians,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  a 
treaty  with  that  people  in  1842. 

By  Mr.  FARRELLY  :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia, for  a  post  road  between  tlie  cities  of  New  York  and 
Philadelphia. 

By  Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  petition  of 
William  Pitman,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  soldier  of  the  late  war, 
praying  for  relief. 

By  Mr.  GAINES:  The  petition  of  David  McNair,  pray- 
ing a  pension  for  services  in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain. 

By  Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania:  An  application  for 
the  renewal  of  the  patent  of  James  Harley  for ,"  casting 
chilled  lolls." 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  ^pril  27,  1848. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  the 
petition  of  David  Baker,  praying  an  extension  of 
his  patent  for  an  improvement  in  the  curvilinear 
saw-mill;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents  and  the  Patent  Office. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  presented  the 
petition  of  Richard  T.  Merrick,  an  otHcer  in  the 
army,  .setting  forth  the  loss  of  his  vouchers  after 
he  had  deposited  them  in  the  hands  of  the  proper 
accounting  officer  of  the  Government,  and  praying 
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the  settlement  of  his  accounts  upon  the  principles 
of  justice  and  equity;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affiiirs. 

Mr.  MOOR  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Ellsworth,  Maine,  and  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Bangor,  Maine,  remonstrating  against  the  admis- 
sion of  lumber  cut  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and 
manufactured  in  the  British  province  of  New 
Brunswick,  into  the  ports  of  the  United  Stales  free 
of  duty;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  the  petition  of  inhabit- 
ants of  Winnebago  county,  Illinois,  praying  the 
enactment  of  a  law  i)rohibiting  the  acquisition  of 
any  new  territory  by  the  United  Stales,  unless  on 
condition  that  slavery  be  forever  excluded  there- 
from; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations. 

Also,  a  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Winnebago 
county,  Illinois,  praying  that  two  slaves,  sold  to 
satisfy  a  judgment  in  favor  of  the  United  States 
against  the  estate  of  a  debtor  to  the  Government, 
may  be  emancipated,  and  the  money  refunded  to 
the  purchasers;  also,  the  enactment  of  a  law  to 
prohibit  the  sale  of  that  species  of  property  for 
any  debt  to  the  Government,  and  to  forbid  the 
holding  of  slaves  by  any  officer  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  )-eferred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Also,  the  petition  of  inhabitants  of  Winnebago 
county,  Illinois,  praying  the  repeal  of  all  laws  that 
authorize  or  recignizc  slavery,  except  as  a  pun- 
ishment for  crime;  the  motion  to  receive  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MOOR,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  tlie  lieirs  of  John  Riggs, 
deceased,  on  tlie  files  of  the  Senate,  lie  referred  to  the  Coiji- 
mittee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

INTERNATIONAL  EXCHANGES. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  considered  by  unanimous  con- 
sent and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  authorized 
and  directed  to  purchase  one  hundred  cojiies  of  Hiekey's 
edition  of  the  Constitution  of  tiic  United  Slates,  and  to  de- 
liver the  same,  in  tlie  name  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  to  Mr.  Alexandre  Valtemare,  of  Paris,  to  he  dis- 
tributed by  hiin  in  France,  according  to  his  system  of 
national  exchanges'of  books. 

FIRE-ARMS  FOR  THE  UNITED    STATES. 
Mr.  CLAYTON  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  hereby 
IB,  directed  to  report  to  Congress- 
First.  How  many  public  armories  there  are  belonging  to 
the  United  Stut-s  in  which  fire-arms  are  manufactured,  and 
where  the  same  are  located,  and  the  date  of  commencing 
manufacturing  operations  in  each. 

Second.  How  much  actual  capital  is  and  has  been  in- 
vested in  such  armories,  and  what  proportion  in  each  for 
sites,  buildings,  power,  permanent  machinery,  &c.;  speci- 
fying the  ainounls  nndi-r  si'parate  In-ads  to  dale  of  report. 

Third.  How  mu^li  money  has  been  expended  annually  in 
each  of  said  armories  loi  the  manufaeiure  of  arms,  in  sala- 
ries, wages,  and  materials,  or  in  any  of  the  elements  enter- 
ing into  all  the  current  expenses  of  maiiulacturing  such 
arms,  independently  of  fixed  capital  and  the  interest  there- 
on. 

Fourth.  How  many  small  arms  have  been  produced  an- 
nually from  each  of  the  said  armories,  all  the  cost  of  con- 
struction, and  how  many  of  the  various  descriptions  of 
arms,  and  of  what  d(  scriiitions,  are  now  in  serviceable  con- 
dition. 

Fifth.  What  immber  of  arms  have  been  condemned  from 
time  to  time,  and  what  disposition  has  been  made  of  con- 
demned arms  at  the  Government  armories,  and  if  sold,  at 
what  prices. 

SixlJi.  How  many  small  arms  and  munitions  of  war  have 
been  procured  from  other  sources  than  from  the  Government 
armories  ;  and  from  what  sources  and  in  what  amounts;  if 
by  private  contract,--,  at  what  prices  for  each  description  ;  if 
from  other  Governments,  from  which,  and  at  what  price. 

VENTILATION  OF  VESSELS. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  provide 
for  the  ventilation  of  pn.ssenger-vessels  and  for  other 
purposes,  reported  it,  with  amendments. 

On  motion  of  iVlr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  it 
•was 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  of  said  bill  be 
postponed  to,  and  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Monday 
the  Ist  of  May.  ' 

FOREIGN  MAILS. 
Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
OiTice  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  House  of  Rcfiresentatives  to  amend 
the  act  to  provide,  for  the  transportation  of  the 
saoil  between  the  United  Stales  and  foreign  coun- 


tries,  and  for  other   purposes,  reported    it   with 
"amendments. 

THE  PRIVATE  CALENDAR. 
Mr.  MASON  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow,  at 
one  o'clock,  he  will  move  to  proceed  to  ihe  con- 
sideration of  private  bills  upon  the  calendar,  and 
devote  the  remainder  of  the  day  thereto. 

PAYMENT  OF  INTEREST  TO  ALABAMA. 

Mr.  BAGBY  moved  to  postpone  prior  orders, 
in  order  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
authorizing  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  amount 
advanced  by  the  State  of  Alabama  to  the  General 
Government  pending  the  Creek  hostilities  in  1836 
and  1337. 

Mr.  PEARCE  remarked  that  he  desired  to  of- 
fer an  amendment  to  the  bill,  and  wished  that  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  might  be  postponed  till 
another  day,  in  order  that  he  might  prepare  his 
amendment,  which  had  for  its  object  the  extension 
of  the  general  principle  of  the  bill. 

Mr. 'BAGBY  said,  that  at  the  hazard  of  a  little 
seeming  iinkindness  to  the  Senator,  he  must  press 
the  motion.  A  postponement  of  the  bill  would  be 
tantamount  to  its  defeat  at  this  session,  and  he 
would  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that  his  friend 
from  Maryland,  who  did  not,  as  he  understood, 
object  to  the  bill,  could  introduce  his  proposition 
in  the  form  of  a  separate  bill. 

Mr.  PEARCE  had  no  desire  to  delay  action  on 
the  bill;  but  he  regarded  it  as  manifestly  proper 
that  the  ]irinciple  should  be  made  applicable  to 
other  States. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  that  the  bill  should  be 
allowed  to  remain  in  its  present  position. 

Mr.  BAGBY  reiterated  his  appicliension  that 
if  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland 
were  connected  with  the  bill,  it  would  lead  to  fatal 
delay. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  motion 
to  postpone  the  prior  orders,  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  the  bill  named,  and  it  was  determined  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  said  bill  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  amendments  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Finance  were  agreed 
to. 

No  further  amendment  being  made,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the  amendments  were 
concurred  in. 

The  question  being  upon  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time — 

Mr.  PEARCE  explained  that  his  amendment 
would  not  in  the  least  militate  against  the  bill.  As 
the  bill  had  been  taken  up  out  of  its  order,  he  was 
not  prepared  with  his  amendment.  All  that  he 
desired  was,  to  make  the  principle  of  the  bill  appli- 
cable to  Maryland  and  other  States  similarly  situ- 
ated. 

After  a  brief  conversation,  in  which  Messrs. 
BAGBY,  ATHERTON,  R.  JOHNSON,  and 
PHELPS  took  part,  relative  to  the  circumstances 
in  which  the  claims  of  the  State  of  Alabama  pro- 
vided for  in  the  bill  arose — 

Mr.  PEARCE  asked  that  the  bill  be  passed  over 
informally. 

Mr.  BAGBY  acquiesed,  in  order  to  allow  the 
Senator  to  prepare  his  amendment. 

The  said  bill  was  then  passed  over  informally. 

PORTRAIT  OF  GENERAL  TAYLOR. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  following 
resolution,  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Badger: 

Re.solral,  'J'hat  tlie  Committee  on  Ihe  J,.ibrary  be  instruct- 
ed to  purchase  the  full-length  original  porlrait  of  General 
Zaehary  'i'aylor,  painted  by  William  G.  Brown,  of  Uich- 
monil,  if  the  same  can  be  obtained  at  a  price  deemed  by  the 
committee  to  be  reasonable. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  desire  to  know  whether  it  be  in 
order  to  address  such  an  order  to  the  joint  com- 
mittee ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is  addressed 
to  the  Library  Committee  of  the  Senate  only. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  move  that  the  resolution  belaid 
on  the  tabic. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.  I  beg  to  ask  one  ques- 
tion. Has  there  ever  been  a  full-length  likeness 
of  General  Washington  or  General  Jackson  order- 
ed by  the  Senate? 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  do  not  know  that  there  has 
been. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  demanded  on  the 
question,  and  being  seconded,  were  ordered,  and 
taken  with  the  following  result: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alton,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Uright,  Felcl), 


Hale,  Hannegan,  Mason,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  and   Under- 
wood— H. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Badger,  Bagby,  Bcil,  Borland,  Cameron, 
Clarke,  Clayton,  Crittenden.  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Day- 
ton, Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Manguiii, 
Moor,  Niles,  Phelps,  Spruance,  Upham,  and  Weslcott— 19. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution — 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  to  amend  it,  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  General  Zscliary  Taylor," 
and  inserting  "Generals  George  Washington,  An- 
drew Jackson,  Winfield  Scott,  and  Zaehary  Tay- 
lor." 

Mr.  HALE.  I  move  to  amend  the  amendment 
as  follows: 

Add  "and  all  the  fufl-lenglh  portraits  of  all  the  Generals 
in  the  American  army." 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  desire  to  make  a  very 
few  remarks  on  this  motion.  I  voted  in  fivor  of 
laying  this  proposition  on  the  table,  in  order  to 
avoid  what  we  just  now  witnessed,  and  what  you 
will  always  witness  whenever  a  measure  of  this 
sort  is  introduced.  I  protest  against  the  introduc- 
tion into  this  body  of  any  movement  of  this  char- 
acter, because  calculated  to  excite  the  heated  feel- 
ings and  partisan  views  of  the  men>beis.  We  are 
sent  here,  as  1  believe,  to  legislate  for  the  great  in- 
terests of  the  American  people,  and  not  to  occupy 
ourselves  in  purchasing  pictures  to  form  a  picture 
gallery.  We  do  not  coine  here  for  the  purpose  of 
naming  one  po]iular  man  to  the  exclusion  of  others, 
thus  exciting  debate  as  to  who  is  most  deserving 
of  honor  and  distinction.  If  General  Taylor  re- 
ceive the  nomination  for  the  Presidency,  I  feel 
very  certain  that  I  shall  vote  for  him.  I  will  yield 
to  no  gentleman  on  this  floor  in  admiration  of 
General  Taylor.  I  hope  I  have  also  a  deep  feeling 
of  gratitude  to  the  "  Father  of  his  Country." 
Although  politically  opposed  to  General  Jackson, 
yet  I  respect  and  admire  his  character.  So  with 
regard  to  General  Scott.  There  are  many  others 
that  I  might  name,  for  whom  I  entertain  the  same 
feelings;  but,  without  further  remark,  I  beg  to 
submit  that  the  resolution  is  inexpedient. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  (in  his  seat.)  There  is 
General  Butler  from  your  own  State. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Yes,  and  a  schoolmate 
and  associate,  and  a  man  whom,  I  am  proud  to 
say,  here  and  everywhere,  all  must  respect  for  his 
honesty  and  elevated  character,  however  they  may 
differ  from  him  in  political  matters.  I  ask,  sir,  if 
we  have  not  already  seen  enough  to  convince  us 
of  the  impropriety  of  diverting  our  attention  from 
the  legitimate  business  of  the  country,  in  order  to 
select  individuals  on  whom  to  bestow  honor. and 
distinction? 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  had  not  the  slightest  expec- 
tation when  I  presented  this  resolution,  either  that 
it  would  )>roduceor  was  calculated  to  produce  any 
species  of  excitement.  I  offered  this  resolution 
for  the  purchase  of  a  portrait  of  General  Taylor 
because  we  can  obtain  one  which  is  said  to  be  an 
excellent  likeness,  painted  from  life.  It  is  now 
exhibited  in  the  rotundo  jof  the  Capitol,  and  there 
seemed  to  me  to  be  a  very  evident  propriety  in  the 
Government  obtaining  possession  of  it.  I  hold 
that  there  is  no  member  of  this  body  who  does  not 
know,  that  every  American  citizen  is  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge that  that  distinguished  and  illustrious 
general  has,  by  his  military  services,  shed  unfading 
lustre  on  the  arms  and  charActerof  our  country. 
And  I  assure  my  friend  from  Indiana  that  when 
he  brings  forwartl  his  resolution  for  the  purpose  of 
purchasing  a  full-length  porlrait  of  the  "  Father  of 
his  Country,"  of  General  Jackson,  and  of  General 
Scott,  he  will  not  find  me  in  the  slightest  degree 
disposed  either  to  withhold  iny  assent  from  his 
proposal,  or  to  embarrass  it  by  throwing  around 
It  propositions  not  calculate^l  to  advance  his  ob- 
ject. The  amendment  which  he  proposes  makes 
the  resolution  absolutely  nonsensical.  The  reso- 
lution has  for  its  object  the  purchasing  of  a  certain 
full-length  portrait  of  General  Taylor,  executed  by 
a  particular  artist.  It  does  not  designate  an  indi- 
vidual who  is  to  execute  a  portrait,  but  it  directs 
the  purchasing  of  this  portrait.  Now,  the  resolu- 
tion would  be  perfectly  absurd  if  a  provision  were 
introduced  into  it,  that  there  are  other  portraits  to 
be  purchased,  to  he  executed  by  this  artist.  I  was 
in  hopes  that  my  friend  from  Indiana  would  have 
allowed  it  to  be  adopted  without  embarrassing  it 
with  this  amendment.  I  assure  him  that  he  can- 
not introduce  a  proper  resolution  to  testify  respect 
foe  any  distinguished  gentleman  without  receiving 
my  hearty  approbation.    Now,  with  regard  to  the 
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olijection  of  my  friend  from  Kentucky,  that  the 
Senate  came  here  to  attend  to  the  great  interests 
of  the  American  people,  it  meets  my  liearty  con- 
currence. I  agree  to  it  out  and  out.  I  do  assure 
him  that  I  never  entertained  a  contrary  opinion  in 
my  life;  but  when  he  says  that  we  were  not  sent 
here  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  picture  gallery, 
does  he  recollect  that  he  is  pronouncing  a  solemn 
judgment  of  censure  upon  the  American  Congress, 
almost  from  the  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment? lam  sure,  observant  as  he  is,  he  cannot  so 
often  have  passed  from  this  Chamber  to  the  other, 
•or  when  a  member  of  it,  from  that  House  to  this 
Chamber,  without  seeing  that  we  have  been  actu- 
ally engaged  in  preparing  a  picture  gallery.  And 
what  is  a  very  remarkable  circumstance,  so  far 
from  thinking  it  beneath  the  dignity  of  an  Ameri- 
can Legislature,  sent  here  to  attend  to  the  national 
interests,  \ve  have  purchased  many  portraits  and 
busts  for  the  purpose  of  adorning  this  edifice. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  (in  his  seat.)  Not  exactly 
"  adorning"  it! 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  gentleman  says,  not  for 
the  purpose  of  adorning  the  edifice.  Well,  that 
is  a  matter  of  taste.  But  we  have  gone  further. 
We  have  not  only  been  in  the  habit  of  purchasing 
pictures,  portraits  of  individuals,  and  placing  them 
in  our  hails;  but  we  have  also  purchased  statues 
not  intended  to  represent  American  citizens  at  all, 
and  sculpture  not  like  anything  in  the  heaven 
above,  nor  on  the  earth  beneath,  nor  in  the  waters 
under  the  earth.  So  that  I  must  be  permitted  to 
say  that  the  objection  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky has  been  made  rather  late  in  the  day.  I 
proposed  the  resolution  in  good  faith,  and  1  hope 
that  my  friend  vyill  not  insist  on  complicating  it 
with  any  amendments,  but  that  the  sense  of  the 
Senate  will  be  taken  immediately  upon  it. 

Mr.  ALLEN  rose,  but  yielded  to 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  who  said  :  I  am  confident 
that  there  is  no  American  anyvvhere,  be  he  who 
he  may,  who  holds  in  higher  esteem  than  I  do  the 
eminent  services  of  General  Taylor.  His  patriot- 
ism, his  valor,  his  good  conduct  upon  all  occasions 
have  won  my  sincerest  regard.  But  to  my  mind, 
sir,  there  is  something  invidious  in  the  proposition 
before  the  Senate.  A  Presidential  election  is  ap- 
proaching, and  the  name  of  that  distinguished  sol- 
dier stands  prominently  among  the  list  of  those 
who  aspire  to  the  possession  of  that  empty  bubble. 
It  is  for  that  reason,  in  the  first  place,  that  I  re- 
garded this  resolution  as  out  of  place.  But,  again, 
it  signalizes  General  Taylor  above  all  the  illus- 
trious men  -that  have  adorned  your  country's  his- 
tory. What  is  the  proposition?  To  buy  the  full- 
length  portrait  of  General  Taylor,  and  suspend  it, 
I  suppose,  in  one  of  the  panels  of  the  rotundo,  or 
perhaps  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  excluding  the 
"  Father  of  his  Cotintry,"  Marion,  Erin's  trusted 
son,  Wayne,  Lincoln,  and  he  who  fell  first  at 
Bunker  Flill!  Where  have  you  full-length  por- 
traits of  these  heroic  men?  Let  me  say  here,  that 
I  have  never  seen  but  one  life-like  full-length  por- 
trait of  the  "  Father  of  his  Country" — taken  in 
the  vigor  of  life — in  the  bloom  of  manhood — just 
after  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war.  Has  the 
nation  purchased  that  picture?  Has  any  man  asked 
the  nation  to  purchase  it?  It  was  on  occasion  of 
an  accidental  visit  to  Princeton,  in  New  Jersey, 
that  I  had  the  pleasure  of  beholding  this  soul-stir- 
ring picture — Princeton,  where  his  fame  first  began 
to  approach  that  proud  and  glorious  zenith  from 
which  it  never  receded  !  In  the  college-hall  of  that 
respectable  institution,  I  saw  this  inestimable  por- 
trait, gracing  the  very  frame  from  which  the  like- 
ness of  George  III.  was  struck  by  a  cannon-ball 
in  the  battle  of  Princeton.  The  portrait  was  taken 
at  private  expense;  and  it  is  the  only  life-like  full- 
length  portrait  of  the  "  Father  of  his  Country," 
taken  in  1783.  Not  one  human  being  has  ever 
applied  to  Congress  to  bring  it  here  to  adorn  these 
walls  !  And  now,  sir,  I  am  reminded  of  what  I 
saw  last  Saturday  amid  the  hallowed  shades  of 
Mount  Vernon.  On  a  visit  to  that  sacred  spot,  I 
saw  what  is  called  a  sarcophagus,  of  American 
marble,  (and  I  like  it  none  the  less  for  that,  though 
it  is  not  [jerhaps  as  fine  as  the  Parian  marble;) 
and  on  the  stone  which, resting  on  poor,  crumbling 
brick-work,  covers  theashes  of  Washington  and  his 
wife, sleeping  side  by  side,  I  found  this  inscription: 

"  By  tlic  pcniiissioii  of  liiuvicnce  Lewis,  l\n'.  surviving 
executor  ofCJeor^o  VVas'liiriKtoii,  lliisHarcopliagusia  prusent- 
<m1  by  John  Strulhers,  of  I'liiUulelpliia,  marble  innuoii,  A,  D. 


"  By  John  Struthers,  of  Philadelphia."  I  rev- 
erence the  man  who  had  heart  enough  to  do  it  for 
the  "Father  of  his  Country."  But  talk  not  to  me 
of  patriotism  upon  an  occasion  of  this  kind,  so 
long  as  the  Representatives  of  the  country  into 
which  he  absolutely  breathed  existence,  and  to 
which  he  gave  all  the  glory  of  his  imperishable 
name,  have  left  to  an  obscure  private  individual 
the  erection  of  his  tomb!  And  now  you  propose 
to  select  a  living  man  and  an  aspirant  to  the  Presi- 
dency, his  heart  warm  and  beating,  and  signalize 
him  by  this  public  mark  of  distinction!  Well, 
perhaps  l,too,  may  vote  for  him — I  do  not  know — 
it  is  impossible  in  these  times  of  change  to  tell 
what  men  may  do.  But  I  do  maintain  that  there 
is  an  indelicacy  in  this  proposition  which  must 
prevent  me  from  giving  it  my  approval.  Where 
is  your  monument  to  the  memory  of  Washington  ? 
To  you,  "  Old  Virginia,"  I  look  for  the  removal 
of  the  stain  which  this  neglect  has  affixed  upon  us. 
You  will  not  surrender  his  ashes — and  you  never 
should — but  j^ou  alone  should  give  hira  a  monu- 
ment that  should  tower  to  the  skies. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  beg  to  make  an  explanation 
in  regard  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  In- 
diana, but  I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  any  ani- 
mated discussion  on  this  subject.  I  do  not  see  any 
necessity  for  that,  though  I  listened  with  great 
pleasure  to  my  friend  from  Indiana.  The  resolu- 
tion, as  1  have  already  remarked,  does  not  propose 
that  a  full-length  portiait  should  be  executed.  It 
is  simply  a  proposal  to  purchase  a  full-length  por- 
trait which  happens  to  be  here. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  (in  his  seat.)  Why  not 
buy  the  full-length  portrait  of  Washington  from 
Nassau  Hall,  and  that  of  Jackson  from  New  Or- 
leans? 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  proposition  was  made  by 
me,  because  there  were  friends  of  General  Taylor 
here  who  said  that  this  is  an  excellent  likeness. 
Now,  if  there  be  no  objection  to  the  propriety  of 
this  thing  in  itself,  why  not  adopt  the  resolution  ? 
I  do  not  know  where  the  full-length  portrait  of 
General  Jackson,  which  it  is  proposed  to  purchase 
by  my  friend  from  Indiana,  is  to  be  obtained. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  (in  his  seat.)  What  picture  do 
you  propose  to  buy? 

Mr.  BADGER.  The  full-length  portrait  of  Gen- 
eral Taylor,  now  in  the  rotundo. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  (in  his  seat.)  A  burlesque 
of  him,  I  have  no  doubt. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Well,  it  may  be  so;  but  his 
friends  say  it  is  an  accurate  likeness. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  My  friend  from  North 
Carolina  supposes  that  my  faculties  of  observation 
are  very  obtuse. 

Mr.  BADGER,  (in  his  seat.)  GLuite  the  con- 
trary. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  He  supposes  that  I  can- 
not have  noticed  the  other  pictures  in  the  rotundo, 
and  the  statuary  which  adorns  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  BADGER,  (in  his  seat.)     Or  deforms  it. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Or  deforms  it,  then. 
Now,  I  think  there  is  a  manifest  distinction  be- 
tween the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  and  the  case 
of  these  pictui-es.  The  panels  in  the  rotundo  were 
expressly  designed  for  pictures,  and  I  regard  those 
historical  paintings  as  altogether  distinct  from  the 
formation  of  a  picture  gallery.  I  think  that  this 
innovation  on  the  practice  of  the  Government  with 
regard  to  this  matter,  is  most  inopportunely  com- 
menced in  the  case  of  the  living  instead  of  the  dead. 
No  one's  epitaph  ought  to  be  written  till  after  his 
death.  We  ought  to  be  cautious  in  our  commend- 
ations of  those  who  are  alive,  and  particularly  those 
who  are  situated  as  General  Taylor  is  at  present. 
It  does,  as  my  friend  from  Indiana  says,  look  some- 
what invidious — a  little  like  rendering  personal 
homage  to  the  man  in  consequence  of  the  position 
which  he  now  occupies  before  the  American  people. 
As  I  have  already  intimated,  I  feel  deeply  niterest- 
ed  in  everything  that  relates  to  General  Taylor. 
He  is  a  great  favorite  of  mine;  but  I- dislike  move- 
ments of  this  sort,  in  the  face  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, at  this  particular  juncture,  selecting  him  in  pref- 
erence to  the  "  Father  of  his  Country,"  or  any  of 
the  great  men  of  the  past.  I  think  the  proposition 
had  better  be  dropped.  Not  that  I  would  for  a 
moment  suggest  the  propriety  of  doing  so,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  remarks  which  might  be  made  upon 
our  conduct,  if  we  were  to  adopt  the  resolution.  I 
would  not  myself  be  influenced  by  any  such  in- 
timidation, and  I  am  equally  confident  that  it  would 
not  operate  on  any  member  of  this  body.     But  I 


think  that  it  will  be  altogether  in  better  taste  to  set 
aside  the  proposition.  It  may  be  that  the  adop- 
tion of  a  system  of  this  kind,  for  the  decoration  of 
our  public  buildings  here  with  portraits  of  distin- 
guished citizens,  would  stimulate  laudable  ambi- 
tion; but  I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  that  it  would 
strike  the  American  people  with  some  surprise. 

Mr.  ALLEN.  This  resolution  does  not,  I  be- 
lieve, purport  to  be  a  joint  resolution,  though  it  is 
addressed  to  a  joint  committee;  and  there  is,  there- 
fore, as  I  understand,  some  irregularity  in  it.  But 
if  the  Senate  be  disposed  to  overlook  the  irregular- 
ity, I  have  no  particular  objection  to  going  into 
the  business  of  commemorating  the  achievements 
of  the  generals  of  the  Republic  in  painting,  exe- 
cuted at  the  public  expense,  provided,  that  in  order 
to  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  injustice  to  some 
while  doing  justice  to  others,  the  resolution  be 
made  sufficiently  comprehensive.  To  be  such,  it 
ought  to  contain  within  itself  something  like  a 
system  under  which  the  Government  may  act 
hereafter,  and  for  that  purpose  I  move  to  strike 
out  all  after  the  word  "instructed"  and  to  insert 
the  following : 

"  To  procure  to  be  provided  and  placed  in  the  rotundo 
fnll-lenglli  jiortraits  of  aH  the  iieiieral?  of  the  Republic  who 
may,  as  geiierals-in-chiof  in  fields  of  battle,  have  achieved 
victories  for  which  they  have  received  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress." 

Mr.  DAYTON.  It  is  no  part  of  my  purpose, 
sir,  to  embark  in  this  argument.  I  merely  desire 
to  say,  in  reply  to  my  friend  from  Indiana,  that 
with  some  knowledge  of  the  feelings  of  those  gen- 
tlemen who  control  the  institution  of  Nassau  Hall, 
the  Federal  Government  is  not  rich  enough  to  pur- 
chase tlie  full-length  portrait  of  Washington  to 
which  the  gentleman  alludes. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  (in  his  seat.)  I  do  not  be- 
lieve it  is. 

Mr.  DAYTON.  It  is  within  the  bounds  of  pos  ~ 
sibility,  that  if  that  should  turn  out  to  be  the  only 
full-length  portrait  of  General  Washington,  and 
at  any  time  hereafter  it  should  become  a  matter  of 
necessity  to  the  Federal  Government  to  have  such 
a  portrait  here,  it  might  be  presented  by  that  in- 
stitution to  the  Government.  But  as  a  question  of 
dollars  and  cents,  of  buying  and  selling,  it  is  not 
a  thing  to  be  thought  of  between  the  parties.  My 
purpose  was  to  make  that  single  remark,  and  to 
say,  that,  for  one,  I  am  always  ready  to  grantjthese 
little  appropriations  for  the  purpose  of  distinguish- 
ing our  illustrious  men.  I  would  be  glad  if  the 
Federal  Government  could  obtain  the  full-length 
portraits,  or  any  other  memorial,  of  all  the  Presi- 
dents of  the  United  States,  and  any  other  men 
who  stand  a  head  above  their  fellows — whether  it 
is  Jackson,  Taylor,  or  Scott. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question  ?  Why  distinguish  sol- 
diers above- statesmen?  Where  are  your  portraits 
of  the  two  Adamses — of  Jefferson — of  Madison — of 
Monroe — of  a  living  man,  Martin  Van  Buren, 
who,  although  you  did  not  support  him,  yoii  must 
admit  has  rendered  the  most  eminent  services  to 
his  country? 

Mr.  DAYTON.  May  I  beg  to  remind  the  Sen- 
ator that  that  very  remark  proceeded  from  my 
lips.  I  said  that  I  should  be  most  happy  if  the 
Federal  Government  should  procure  portraits  of 
every  one  of  those  eminent  civilians.  There  are 
many  whom  I  could  name:  Alexander  Hamilton, 
for  instance 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  (in  his  seat.)  Yes,  and 
John  Hancock,  and  Henry  Clay. 

Mr.  DAYTON.  And  many  more — Republican 
and  Federal — Whig  and  Democrat.  I  should  glad- 
ly see  their  portraits  here,  instead  of  the  statue  of 
Columbus,  looking  like  a  man  rolling  nine-pins, 
and  the  girl  frightened,  lest  the  ball  should  fall  on 
her  toes!  And  it  seems  that  the  opposite  pedestal 
is  to  receive  another  groupe  in  equally  good  taste 
— a  group  of  four  figures,  illustrating  the  "tri- 
umplis  of  civilization  over  savage  life," — a  female 
protecting  a  child,  and  standing  over  her  a  savage 
with  a  raised  tomahawk,  and  behind  the  latter  a 
white  man  holding  back  his  arm!  Certainly,  I 
should  greatly  prefer  making  an  appropriation  to 
decorate  the  Capitol  with  portraits  of  eminent  citi- 
zens, rather  than  with  such  "  works  of  art!"  But 
I  did  not  intend  to  trespass  on  the  time  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  think  that  this  discussion  must 
convince  the  country  of  the  present  extraordinary 
redundance  of  great  men.     They  seem  to  spring 
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up  on  all  hands.  I  liave  been  revolvins:  in  my 
mind  some  plan  by  which  tlic  homage  wliicii  is  to 
be  paid  10  ihem  may  find  a  proper  merit.  Let  a 
standing  committee  "  on  great  men"  be  appoint- 
ed, whose  business  it  will  be  to  report  to  us  at 
each  session  of  Congress.  The  Senator  from  In- 
diana has  alluded  to  the  neglect  with  which  the 
"  Father  of  his  Country"  has  been  treated.  It  has 
been  worse  than  neglect.  We  have  not  only  ne- 
glected to  purchase  any  full  length  portrait  of 
Washington,  but  wc  have  disgraced  the  most  beau- 
tiful grounds  in  the  country  with  on*e  of  the  most 
ill-conceived  statues  I  have  ever  beheld — I  allude 
to  Greenough's  statue.  It  resembles  rather  some 
one  of  the  heathen  deities,  which,  1  can  hardly  say, 
for  it  is  some  time  since  I  looked  into  Tooke. 

A  Senator.     Jupiter  Tonans! 

Mr.  HALE.  And  a  very  poor  one  at  that.  But 
this  discussion  has  disclosed  another  fact,  that 
while  there  are  so  many  illustrious  men  whose 
ears  are  forever  closed  to  the  voice  of  censure  or 
applause,  an  attempt  is  piade  to  select  a  living  man 
with  whose  likeness  to  decorate  these  halls.  Sir, 
I  believe  that  it  is  quite  time  enough  to  talk  of  thus 
distinguishing  men  when  they  have  passed  through 
all  the  trying  vicissitudes  of  life.  I  cordially  con- 
cur with  the  gentlemen  from  Indiana  and  New 
Jersey,  that  we  should  look  to  the  walks  of  civil 
life  for  objects  of  respect  and  homage.  I  go  fur- 
ther. There  is  at  this  moment  in  our  land  a  female 
who  has  done  more  for  humanity,  Christianity, 
and  the  elevation  of  man  above  all  that  afflicts  and 
degrades  him,  than  a  thousand  so-called  heroes — 
I  refer  to  that  illustrious  woman  whose  "  works 
of  mercy  and  labors  of  love"  are  known  all  over 
the  land,  and  through  whose  exertions  an  hospital 
for  the  insane  has  recently  been  commenced  in  the 
State  of  Tennessee — Miss  Dorothea  Dix — a  name 
which  will  live  so  long  as  all  that  is  most  estimable 
in  human  nature  shall  command  the  respect  of 
mankind. 

If  in  order,  sir,  I  move  to  lay  this  whole  subject 
on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Benton, 
Breese,  Bright,  Hiitler,  Douglas,  Felch,  Hale,  Hannegan, 
Xjevvis,  iMasnn,  Nilnj,  Pearce,  Eusk,  Spruance,  Sturgeon, 
Turney,  Underwood7.in(i  Yulec — 21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Badirer,  Bagbv,  Bell,  Borland,  Cameron, 
Clarke,  Clayton,  Crilteiiden,  Davis  of  Massachnsetts,  Day- 
ton, Foote,  Greene,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Uphani,  and 
Westcott— 15. 

THE  CALIFORNIA  CLAIMS. 
The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  ascertaining  and  paying  the  California 
claims. 

Mr.  MASON  briefly  replied  to  the  remarks  of 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  contending  that  the 
constitutional  objection  to  the  bill  hiuJ  not  been  at 
all  obviated  by  the  amendment  reported  l)y  the 
committee,  and  of  course  his  argument  against  the 
bill  was  unaffected  by  it.  The  Senate  Vould  de- 
termine whether  he  was  right  in  his  view  of  the 
constitutional  question.  As  to  the  precedents  re- 
lied upon  by  tlie  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  he 
had  shown  that  they  were  not  at  all  appropriate  to 
the  present  case.  He  need  not  remind  the  Sena- 
tor, that  in  a  court  of  law  there  was  no  authority 
but  that  of  a  decision  of  an  appellate  court  upon 
the  ))oint  in  question.  Short  of  that,  the  decisions 
of  courts  were  only  persuasive,  and  entitled  to  re- 
spect. All  he  desired  in  this  ca.se  was,  to  impose 
all  the  safeguards  which  the  Constitution  provided. 

Mr.  CLARKE  Kpf)kc  at  length  on  the  claims 
themselves,  which,  he  said,  had  been  completely 
lost  .sight  of  in  the  discussion  of  the  clause  contain- 
ing the  constitutional  diiliculty.  He  quoted  from 
the  reported  speech  of  Mr.  Mason  his  opinion  that 
these  claims,  being  contracted  without  the  authori- 
ty of  the  Gt>vc;rnmci)(,  vv-crc  unjust.  He  referred 
to  the  expedition  of  Colonel  Fremont,  and  went 
mmutely  mto  the  details  of  his  progress,  reading 
the  portions  of  the  .speech  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  [Mr.  IJia-ton]  which  related  to  that  sub- 
ject, and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Colonel  Fre- 
mont, in  turning  back  from  his  scientific  inves- 
tigations to  mingle  in  the  revolutionary  scenes  in 
California,  was  influenced  by  the  letter  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  and  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Buchanan,  conveyed  to  Colonel  Fi('n\ont  l)y 
Lieutenant  Gillespie,  and  therefore  that  the  claims 
are  entitled  to  recognition,  because  they  arose  out  of 
inHlructions  sent  out  by  Government.  All  services 
which  Colonel  Frfniont] performed  after  the  receipt 


of  these  letters  were  strictly  legal,  and  authorized 
by  the  Executive;  and  the  Government  wasas  much 
bound  to  pay  for  them  as  for  any  other  services. 
He  considered  Colonel  P'rcmont  to  be  the  most 
proper  person  who  could  be  selected  for  the  exam- 
ination of  these  claims  He  thought  the  character 
of  California  had  been  much  misunderstood,  and 
that  Colonel  Fremont's  report  on  the  subject  was 
entitled  to  great  credit.  That  tract  of  country 
would  be  valuable  to  any  country.  It  was  an  em- 
pire in  itself;  and  at  any  price  would  be  cheaply 
won.  He  should  vote  for  the  payment  of  the 
claims.  [Mr.  C.'s  speech  will  be  given  in  the  Ap- 
pendix.] 

Mr.  RUSK.  1  desire  to  trespass  on  the  patience 
of  the  Senate  for  a  moment  only  before  the  vote  is 
taken.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  any  question  can  be 
settled,  the  constitutional  difficulty  here  has  been. 
We  find  in  cases  precisely  similar,  that  Congress 
some  seven  or  eight  times  has  acted  just  as  this 
bill  proposes,  by  referring  claims,  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  their  justice,  toi  persons  who  are 
not  officers  of  the  Government,  and  such  a  refer- 
ence has  never  been  considered,  so  far  as  the  le- 
gislation of  Congress  is  concerned,  as  constituting 
the  individual  to  whom  such  reference  is  made,  an 
officer  of  the  Government.  There  can  be  no  dis- 
tinction, so  far  as  this  reference  is  concerned,  be- 
tween the  duty  to  be  performed  bj?  the  referees, 
and  the  duty  of  an  arbitrator  to  whom  a  case  is 
submitted  by  a  court.  Both  perform  the  same  sort 
of  duties.  It  is  competent  for  Congress,  of  course, 
to  pay  the  claims  without  testimony,  as  well  as 
with  the  best,  or  the  weakest  testimony.  It  is  for 
them  to  determine  what  evidence  v.'ill  satisfy  them. 
They  may  take  the  certificates  of  officers  or  of  in- 
dividuals cognizant  of  the  origin  of  the  claims,  and 
they  may  determine  those  to  be  sufficient  testi- 
mony upon  which  they  will  authorize  the  proper 
officers  of  the  Government  to  pay  the  claims.  That 
is  all  that  is  asked  in  this  case.  And  it  seems  to 
me  strange — I  say  it  with  the  utmost  respect  for 
the  opinions  of  those  who  differ  with  me — it  must, 
I  am  sure,  proceed  upon  this  ground  alone,  that  they 
make  a  mistake  in  supposing  that  the  right  to  ap- 
point ofiicers  by  the  President  is  not  inherent  in 
him,  but  confided  to  him  by  the  Constitution,  and 
is  more  a  duty  than  a  right — it  does  appear  to  me 
strange,  I  say,  that  such  should  be  the  conclusion 
at  which  Senators  arrive,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
President,  and  not  merely  a  right  which  he  may 
exercise  or  not,  to  fill  up  such  offices  as  Congress 
may  create  by  law.  What  is  it  that  is  proposed 
by  this  bill .'  We  determine  by  it  that  those  claims 
which  are  just  shall  be  paid.  The  question,  then, 
is,  what  testimony  will  be  required  to  assure  us  of 
their  justness?  The  bill  proposes  that  Colonel  Fre- 
mont, who  was  the  commander,  together  with  the 
paymaster  and  quartermaster  of  the  troops  who 
performed  the  service,  shall  furnish  the  evidence 
upon  which  the  Government  will  authorize  their 
payment.  And  it  does  seem  to  me,  that  there  can 
be  no  difference  in  point  of  constitutional  right, 
whether  we  declare  that  the  evidence  shall  be  fur- 
nished by  these  gentlemen  or  by  the  officers  who 
have  been  appointed  under  all  the  forms  prescribed 
by  the  Constitution.  If  there  be  a  difference,  which 
I  confess  I  am  unable  to  perceive,  then  Congress 
has  violated  the  Constitution  in  several  instances, 
because  they  have  repeatedly  referred  cases  to  in- 
dividuals who  were  not  officers.  A  case  was  re- 
ferred to  yesterday,  where  a  law  was  passed  for 
the  payment  of  some  half-dozen  companies  of 
troops  in  Florida.  How  were  they  to  be  paid.' 
Why,  upon  the  testimony  of  two  individuals,  vvith 
the  approval  of  the  Governor  of  the  State.  Were 
they  constituted  officers  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.'  If  they  were,  they  would  necessa- 
rily have  to  be  appointed  by  the  President.  But 
they  were  nothing  more  than  arbitrators,  or  rather 
examiners  for  ascertaining  and  satisfying  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  justice  of  the  claims.  Then,  as  I 
said  before,  if  we  are  wrong  in  this.  Congress  has 
been  wrong  seven  or  eight  times.  The  Supreme 
Court  has  been  wrong  in  making  decisions  which 
they  were  not  authonV.ed  to  make.  Notwithstand- 
ing, v/ith  all  the  arguments  which  I  have  heard  to 
the  contrary,  I  insist  that  the  case  I  read  is  con- 
clusive of  this  very  point  in  controversy.  That 
rase  was  on  a  mandamus  requiring  Mr.  Kendall  to 
[lerform  the  award  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury. Five  judges  were  in  attendance.  Two  of 
them  dissented  from  the  opinion  given  by  ihe  court 
— one  of  the  dissentients  being  the  Chief  Justice — 


upon  the  ground  that  it  was  not  a  subject  for  a 
mandamus.  If,  in  dissenting  from  an  opinion  of 
this  description,  the  law  that  they  were  required  to 
enforce  had  been  unconstitutional,  would  it  not  be 
a  reflection  upon  the  Chief  Justice — who  took  dif- 
ferent ground  from  a  majority  of  the  judges — to 
imagine  that  he  would  never  once  have  alluded  to 
the  fact  of  unconstitutionality?  Three  of  the  judges 
say  expressly  that  Congress  had  the  power  to  pass 
a  law  authorizing  an  officer,  or  any  one  else,  to  de- 
termine a  claim  against  the  Government. 

There  eeems  to  be  another  question  started  upon 
this  subject,  and  that  is,  the  authority  under  which 
the  claims  originated.  I  wish  briefly  to  explain 
this  authority,  and  to  show  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  Government  ought  to  recognize  the 
claims.  What  were  the  facts  in  the  case?  In  the 
year  1845,  before  the  war  broke  out  between  this 
country  and  Mexico,  Commodore  Sloat,  with  a 
large  naval  force,  is  despatched  into  the  Pacific 
Ocean;  and  for  what  purpose?  To  take  posses- 
sion of  California.  Nobody  has  contended  that 
this  was  not  the  purpose  for  which  the  armament 
wassentthere.  The  Navy  Department  afterwards, 
.upon  sending  him  leave  of  absence  on  account  of 
ill  health,  gave  him  something  of  a  reprimand  be- 
cause he  had  not  proceeded  to  take  possession  of 
California  at  an  earlier  period.  It  appears,  then, 
that  the  sending  the  squadron  into  the  Pacific,  was 
not  for  mere  amusement,  but  for  a  specific  object. 
It  was  known  that  a  war  was  likely  to  take  place, 
and  it  was  known  that  England  was  desirous  of 
obtaining,  if  not  full  possession,  at  least  commer- 
cial advantages  in  California.  The  armament  is 
sent  there;  and  afterwards  an  officer  is  sent  by  the 
land  route  with  a  letter  which  has  been  said  to  be 
a  mere  letter  of  introduction  to  Colonel  Fremont. 
What  did  Fremont  consider  it  his  duty  to  do  after 
receiving  that  letter?  Had  he  not  gone  back,  the 
country  would  have  been  in  possession  of  the  Brit- 
ish. He  returned;  and  it  is  highly  creditable  to 
him  that  he  did  so,  and  these  claims  accrued  in 
consequence  of  the  military  operations  which  en- 
sued. Will  Congress  now  say  that  they  are  go- 
ing to  refuse  the  payment  of  these  claims,  because 
one  of  the  most  gallant  officers  of  the  United  States 
dared  to  assume  the  responsibility  of  defending 
his  countrymen  from  a  merciless  foe?  For  about 
thirty  days  only  were  the  operations  of  Colonel 
Fremont  carried  on,  previous  to  the  receipt  posi- 
tive instructions,  borne  by  Commodore  Stockton, 
to  take  possession  of  the  country.  There  can  be 
no  question  as  to  the  policy  of  the  Government.  So 
far  from  being  deserving  of  any  blame,  the  Execu- 
tive is  entitled  to  the  highest  credit  fbr  foresight 
and  sagacity.  Had  he  not  been  as  prompt  as  he 
was,  we  may  be  assured,  from  what  is  now  going 
on  in  Yucatan,  that  Macnamara  would  have  been 
in  possession  of  California.  It  is  not  the  time  now 
to  go  into  the  inquiry  of  what  California  is  worth 
to  us,  in  regard  to  the  extension  of  our  commerce 
or  otherwise;  it  is  now  in  our  possession.  I  will 
venture  the  assertion,  that  at  the  end  of  ten  years 
from  this  time  it  could  not  be  purchased  from  the 
United  States  for  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars. 
This  country  has  been  saved  to  us,  in  a  great 
measure,  by  the  promptitude,  vigilance,  and  fore- 
sight of  this  officer.  The  question  comes  simply 
to  this  :  If  we  are  willing  to  avail  ourselves  of  the 
advantages  which  the  services  of  these  individuals 
have  procured  us — actuated,  if  you  will,  at  the 
same  time,  by  a  desire  to  save  themselves  and 
their  families — in  saving  a  country  which  is  worth 
two  hmidred  millions  of  dollars,  exposing  them  to 
beggary,  refusing  to  pay  them,  why,  then,  let  us 
vote  against  this  bill.  If  you  are  willing  to  pay  for 
their  services,  then  the  only  question  is,  whether 
Colonel  Fremont  and  those  named  in  the  bill 
are  the  proper  individuals  for  the  Government  to 
trust  in  investigating  the  claims.  They  are,  in  my 
opinion,  the  only  individuals  that  can  with  pro- 
propriety  be  selected.  Suppose  you  select  three 
greedy  office-seekers,  of  whom  there  are  so  many 
to  be  found  about  the  purlieus  of  the  capital,  they 
would  not  understand  the  nature  of  their  duties, 
whilst  the  persons  named  in  this  bill  know  pre- 
cisely what  the  claims  are. 

I  am  willing  to  tru.st  Colonel  Fremont.  In  the 
first  place,  I  believe  he  is  well  qualified  for  the  task; 
and  for  selecting  him,  we  have  another  reason: 
he  is  a  young  man  who  has  acquired  a  distin- 
guished reputation,  and  that  reputation  furnishes 
us  a  bond  that  he  will  do  nothing  to  cast  a  shadow 
upon  his  character. 
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Mr.  B  AGBY.  I  take  this  occasion  to  say ,  that.the 
vote  i  shall  give  will  be  given  without  the  least  ref- 
erence to  the  distinguisaed  gentleman  who  is  named 
in  the  bill.  1  agree  with  the  Senator  from  Texas, 
that  he  is  a  man  of  extraordinary  merit  and  abili- 
ties. If  my  testimony  were  of  any  avail,  to  en- 
hance the  estimation  in  which  he  is  held,  he  would 
have  it  to  the  full  extent.  Indeed,  if  the  passage 
of  this  bill  were  dependent  only  upon  his  merits,  I 
venture  the  assertion  that  the  bill  would  receive 
the  unanimous  sanction  of  this  body.  Neither  have 
1  any  hesitation  as  to  the  propriety  of  paying  these 
California  claims.  They  ought  to  be  paid.  They 
are  as  meritorious  claims  as  were  ever  presented 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  But  I  leave 
out  these  views  entirely,  and  come  to  the  great 
question  involved,  that  is,  the  question  of  consti- 
tutional right  between  two  departments  of  this 
Government.  No  matter  what  may  have  been  the 
practice  of  Congress  or  the  decisions  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  they  have  no  proper  application  to 
the  case  now  before  the  Senate.  1  say  it  with  en- 
tire respect  for  the  decisions  of  that  court,  I  think 
it  is  no  disrespect  to  the  Chief  Justice  to  differ  with 
him  in  opinion,  because  as  "  Homer  sometimes 
nodded,"  ^the  wisest  men  may  sometimes  err  in 
judgment.  In  the  proceedings  of  this  body,  1  am 
not  to  be  bound  by  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  upon  constitutional  questions.  The  course 
of  reasoning  by  which  I  satisfied  my  mind  in  regard 
to  this  matter  was  this:  I  asked  myself,  who  would 
have  investigated  these  claims  provided  they  had 
arisen  within  reach  of  the  ordinary  operations  of 
the  treasury  .'  Can  tliere  be  any  doubt  that  these 
accounts  would  have  been  investigated  by  consti- 
tutionally-appointed officers,  and  then  have  gone 
before  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  treas- 
ury ?  Inasmuch,  then,  as  they  cannot  be  disposed 
of  by  reference  to  the  regularly-constituted  officers 
of  the  Government,  the  question  comes  up,  how  are 
they  to  be  disposed  of.'  Why,  by  a  law  making 
provision  for  the  appointment  of  officers,  with  the 
same  powers  that  those  officers  would  have  for  ad- 
justing the  claij^s.  I  have  had  no  difficulty  on  the 
subject  from  the  beginning.  I  regard  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  committee,  as  precisely  the 
same  in  substance,  in  effect  and  operation,  as  the 
bill  itself.  The  same  thing  is  to  be  done,  though 
in  a  different  manner.  It  always  pains  me  to  dif- 
fer from  the  views  of  a  committee,  composed,  too, 
of  the  ablest  men  in  the  body;  but  I  confess  they 
have  not  satisfied  my  judgment,  and  by  it  I  must 
be  governed.  I  dissent  from  the  view  taken  by 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  who  says  that  in 
doubtful  cases  we  should  exercise  the  power  our- 
selves. My  doctrine  on  the  subject  of  doubtful 
power,  has  always  been  to  abstain  from  its  exer- 
cise altogether.  But  upon  this  point  I  have  no 
doubt,  and  I  shall,  therefore,  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  BREESE  said  he  wished  to  make  one  re- 
mark. When  the  bill  was  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  organizing,  as  it  did,  a 
board  with  officers  and  salaries,  and  appointing 
those  officers  by  law,  jt  was  against  that  provision 
of  the  Constitution  which  gives  the  appointment  of 
officers  to  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  ;and  he,  therefore,  should  have 
voted  against  the  bill  for  that  reason.  The  amend- 
ment, he  thought,  obviated  the  objection  he  enter- 
tained, and  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  whole  case  was 
now  in  a  very  small  compass.  It  is  nothing  more 
than  this:  certain  claims  are  alleged  to  exist  against 
the  United  States,  but  from  their  peculiar  nature 
cannot  be  adjusted  by  the  officers  of  the  Executive 
department."  Congress  then  declares  by  this  bill, 
thatif  J.  C.Fremont,  Captain  Hensley,and  Major 
Reading,  who  know  all  about  these  claims,  will 
certify  to  their  extent,  we  will  pay  them  by  an 
officer  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose;  and  this, 
he  said,  seemed  to  be  most  clearly  within  the  con- 
stitutional competency  of  Congress,  and  he  there- 
fore should  vote  tor  the  bill  as  amended. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  said  he  desired  to  say  a  very 
few  words  in  explanation  of  the  vote  he  was  about 
to  give.  He  should  vote  against  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  and  for  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  Military  Committee.  When 
the  bill  was  first  mtroduced,  and  in  the  shape  it  was 
in  before  it  was  recommitted  and  the  amendment 
made  by  the  committee,  he  expressed  the  opinion 
that  he  should  not  vote  for  it  as  it  then  was.  He 
objected  to  the  clause  designating  Colonel  Fremont 
by  name,  as  he  regarded  it  us  an  encroachment  on 


the  power  delegated  to  the  President  under  the 
Constitution.  The  amendment  had  obviated  the 
difficulty  he  then  had,  in  some  degree.  He  would 
not  say  that  his  convictions  were  entirely  clear — 
the  question  was  one  of  some  doubt.  But  when 
he  reflected  that  the  Executive  power  of  appoint- 
ment, and  of  conferring  official  patronage,  was  the 
most  fearful  in  our  institutions;  that  its  corrupting 
tendencies  and  effects  were  of  the  most  dangerous 
character;  when  the  fact  stared  him  in  the  face  that 
it  has  had  for  years  a  most  pernicious  influence  upon 
the  action  of  the  Government,  he  felt  disposed  to 
circumscribe  it  in  every  and  any  case  in  which  he 
could  do  so  without  plainly  and  palpably  violating 
the  Constitution.  This  is  not  such  a  case  of  palpa- 
ble, undoubted  violation.  I  find  precedents  for  it 
approved  by  Presidents  who  would  not  have  sub- 
mitted to  encroachments  on  then-  power.  Among 
them,  one  in  1845,  passed  with  reference  to  the  pay- 
ment of  volunteers  in  Florida,  is  directly  in  point. 
The  regiments  of  Colonel  Brown  and  Major  Gar- 
rison, and  several  companies  of  volunteers,  were 
ordered  to  be  paid  at  the  treasury  on  muster-rolls, 
to  be  verified  by  the  oaths  of  their  officers,  and 
approved  by  the  Governor  of  Florida.  These  offi- 
cers had  been  out  of  service  for  years,  and  Florida 
was  made  a  State  the  very  day  this  law  was  pass- 
ed; and  the  office  of  territorial  governor  therefore 
became  defunct.  I  regard  that  law  as  a  precedent 
that  1  may,  in  voting  on  this  bill,  follow  with  safe- 
ty, and  especially  when,  if  there  is  no  constitu- 
tional difficulty,  all  admit  the  bill  in  this  provision 
will  be  judicious.  The  President  must  concur  in 
the  bill  before  it  becomes  a  law.  If  he  regards  it 
as  an  encroachment  on  his  constitutional  powers, 
he  can  protect  himself  by  rejecting  it.  I  have  no 
idea  that,  under  the  precedents  existing,  such  diffi- 
culty will  be  made. 

Mr.  CALFIOUN.  Before  the  question  is  put, 
I  desire  to  state  the  reasons  upon  which  I  shall  feel 
myself  compelled  to  vote  for  the  amendment  oflfer- 
ed  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia.  I  have  bestowed 
upon  this  case  that  attention  which  the  magnitude, 
both  of  the  principle  and  the  amount  of  money 
involved,  seemed  to  me  to  demand;  and  after  the 
best  consideration  that  I  have  been  able  to  give  it, 
I  have  been  brought  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
original  bill  as  reported  by  the  committee,  and  the 
amendment  which  the  committee  now  propose  to 
substitute  for  it,  are  both  unconstitutional.  In 
order  to  understand  whether  this  opinion  of  mine 
be  correct  or  Jiot,  it  will  be  necessary  to  understand 
what  are  actually  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
bill  and  the  amendment,  and  what  is  the  object 
intended  to  be  eflected.  We  are  told  by  two  of 
the  members  of  the  committee  that  the  object  is, 
to  prescribe  the  evidence  on  which  the  claims  are 
to  be  allowed,  and  that  the  persons  named  are  to 
act  in  the  character  of  witnesses.  If  so,  the  bill 
and  amendment  are  strangely  drawn.  I  find  not  a 
word  about  evidence  or  witness,  or  having  the 
least  reference  to  either,  and  the  language  used 
excludes  the  possibility  that  the  object  was  such 
as  they  allege.  Tliey  are  vested  with  the  function 
to  examine  and  allow,  and  not  to  testify.  They 
act  as  a  board  of  commissioners.  The  majority 
decides,  and  their  decision  is  final.  By  what  abuse 
of  language,  then,  can  individuals  peribrming  such 
functions  be  called  witnesses,  when  they  are  of  a 
character  so  wholly  different?  Two  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  assign  a  very  different  ob- 
ject. They  allege  that  it  is  intended  to  enable  the 
three  individuals  named  in  the  amendment  to  per- 
form that  which  they  would  have  performed  at  the 
time,  had  they  had  funds  in  their  hands  to  meet 
the  expenses  incurred:  that  is,  to  enable  Colonel 
Fremont  to  perform  the  functions  of  commander, 
and  the  other  two  those  of  paymaster  and  quar- 
termaster, respectively.  To  judge  of  the  correct- 
ness of  tliis  allegation,  it  will  be  necessary  to  as- 
certain what  additional  functions  they  would  have 
had  to  perform  if  they  had  been  in  funds  at  the 
time.  None  whatever,  but  to  pay  as  the  expenses 
were  incurred,  instead  of  giving  certificates  for  the 
amount.  Colonel  Fremont  had  performed  all  his 
functions  as  commander,  as  fully  as  if  the  ample 
funds  had  been  furnished,  and  none  but  those  of 
the  paymaster  and  commissary  had  any  left  un- 
performed. Now,  I  ask,  is  it  the  object  of  this 
bill,  or  the  amendment  reported  by  the  committee, 
to  enable  them  to  perform  their  unexecuted  func- 
tions? Is  it  proposed  that  either  of  these  disburs- 
ing officers  shall  perform  the  function  of  paymas- 
ter or  commissary,  or  that  Colonel  Fremont  should 


perform  that  of  commander?  There  is  not  a  pro- 
vision to  that  effect.  Their  functions  are  to  be  en- 
tirely different.  In  the  first  place,  instead  of  acting 
in  their  individual  capacity  and  on  their  individual 
responsibility,  as  they  would  if  the  duties  attached 
to  each  had  been  performed  at  the  time,  they  are 
to  act  as  a  board  of  commissioners,  to  be  governed 
by  the  votes  of  the  majority,  and  be  exempt  from 
all  responsibility.  Their  functions  are  as  dissim- 
ilar as  is  their  character.  Instead  of  performing 
the  duties  of  commander,  paymaster,  and  com- 
missary, they  are  to  examine  and  allow  the  claims 
against  the  Government  without  being  subject  to 
any  restriction,  either  as  to  rule  or  evidence.  In- 
deed, in  not  a  single  particular  docs  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  or  amendment  correspond  with  the  ob- 
ject which  the  menribers  of  the  committee  allege 
was  to  be  effected.  But  suppose  they  correspond 
in  every  particular:  would  it  get  clear  of  the  con- 
stitutional objection,  which  the  allegation  is  intend- 
ed to  avoid?  How  can  Congress  vest  by  law  the 
functions  to  execute  duties  which  appertained  to 
these  individuals  in  their  official  characters,  now 
when  they  are  no  longer  officers?  That  is  the 
question.  What  are  these  functions?  Do  they 
partake  of  the  character  of  office,  or  that  of  mere 
employment?  The  answer  is  to  be  found  in  the 
fact  already  stated,  that  they  appertained  to  them 
in  their  official  character,  and  could  only  be  per- 
formed by  them  in  that  character;  and  we  have 
just  as  much  power  to  invest  them  with  all  their 
other  functions  as  these — to  appoint  them  to  the 
full  exercise  of  all  as  of  a  part.  The  one  would 
not  more  clearly  and  directly  usurp  the  rights  of 
the  Executive  than  the  other. 

But  I  regard  the  functions  proposed  to  be  con- 
ferred on  these  individuals  as  not  only  very  diffi- 
cult, but  of  a  far  higher  character  than  those  which 
they  had  to  perform,  had  they  been  furnished  with 
funds.  They  partake  of  those  belonging  to  the 
highest  order  of  the  fiscal  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  whom  they  would  have  had  to  account  had 
the  expenses  been  paid  when  incurred.  To  under- 
stand who  tho.se  officers  are,  and  to  what  extent 
those  individuals  would,  in  that  case,  have  been  held 
responsible,  I  will  state  the  process  to  be  gone 
through  before  their  accounts  would  be  allowed. 
They  would,  in  the  first  place,  have  to  present 
them  to  the  proper  bureaus  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment— the  commissary  to  the  Commissary  Gen- 
eral, and  the  paymaster  to  the  Paymaster  General. 
Then  they  would  have  undergone  an  administra- 
tive examination.  What  its  nature  is,  can  best  be 
understood  by  giving  the  process.  Take,  for  in- 
stance, the  commissary  :  he  would  have  had  to  ex- 
hibit theordersunder  which  hemade  his  purchases. 
They  would  have  to  state  the  number  or  amount 
of  articles,  and,  where  necessary,  their  description. 
These  orders  would  have  to  be  presented  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  his  approval,  if  there  should 
be  any  doubt  of  their  propriety,  judged  of  in  refer- 
ence to  the  number  of  troops  or  the  nature  of  the 
service.  He  then  would  have  to  exhibit  his  vouch- 
ers, to  show  that  the  prices  of  the  articles  were 
reasonable,  and  would  have  to  furnish  evidence  to 
that  efl^ect.  If,  on  examination,  all  were  found  cor- 
rect, the  Commissary  General  would  endorse  his 
approval ,  and  pass  them  over  to  the  proper  Auditor 
of  the  Treasury  for  his  examination  and  audit. 
From  him,  they  would  pass  to  the  Comptroller 
General  of  the  Treasury,  who  would  review  the 
whole;  and  then,  if  approved,  the  account  would 
be  allowed  and  the  officer  credited.  Such  is  the 
careful  and  refined  process  prescribed  by  law  and 
regulation,  for  the  settlement  of  military  accounts, 
and  such  the  process  through  which  those  now  in 
question  would  have  had  to  pass,  if  the  officers  had 
been  in  funds,  and  had  paid  them  at  the  time.  By 
the  provisions  of  this  bill  and  amendment,  the 
whole  process  is  all  laid  aside.  The  very  officers 
who  would  thus  have  been  held  responsible  to  ac- 
countfbr  the  properapplicationof  every  cent  placed 
in  their  hands,  are  authorized  to  examine  and  allow 
their  own  accounts;  and  their  certificates  allowing 
them  are  made  as  conclusive  of  their  justice  and 
correctness  as  would  have  been  their  allowance  on 
the  final  settlement  of  the  Comptroller.  They,  in 
a  word,  are  invested  in  effect  with  all  the  functions 
of  these  high  and  responsible  officers.  Indeed,  they 
are  invested  with  far  higher.  The  latter  are  bound 
by  law  and  established  rules;  but  they  are  bound 
by  neither.  They  act  under  their  own  unlimited 
discretion,  and  are  bound  to  establish  no  rules  and 
keep  no  record;  nor  has  the  paymaster,  or-who- 
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ever  may  hold  the  funds,  any  discretion  as  to  pay- 
ment. Their  certificates  are  the  only  vouchers 
necessary  to  the  settlement  of  his  account,  so  that 
there  is  no  responsibility  anywhere.  I  venture  to 
assert  that  there  is  no  example  in  all  our  legislation 
of  an  act  of  the  kind;  and,  to  cap  the  climax,  these 
individuals  are  to  be  appointed  by  an  act  of  Congress 
to  perform  these  high  official  functions,  which 
otherwise  would  have  to  be  performed  by  officers 
who  hold  stations  among  the  highest  under  the 
Government — and  all  this  on  the  ground  that  the 
functions  they  would  have  to  discharge  are  mere 
employments,  and  not  offices! 

1  do  not  oppose  this  monstrous  measure  on  the 
ground  of  opposition  to  Colonel  Fremont,  or  either 
of  his  associates  in  this  high  commission.  Of  the 
latter,  I  know  nothing;  but  I  have  a  slight  acquaint- 
ance with  theColonel,and  am  so  favorably  impressed 
as  to  him,  that  I  would  as  readily  trust  him  as  any 
other  individual.  Bui  a  regard  for  the  Constitution, 
and  the  great  fundamental  principle,  that  no  man 
shall  be  a  judge  in  his  own  case,  which  embraces 
this,  that  no  man  should  settle  his  own  account, 
compels  me  to  oppose  it.  It  has  been  attempted 
to  bolster  it  up  by  precedents,  but  without  success. 
Not  one  has  been  cited  that  is  applicable;  and  if 
there  v/ere  hundreds  to  the  point,  they  could  have 
no  weight  where  the  Constitution  and  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  justice  are  so  palpably  violated. 
This  I  believe  to  be  the  first  time  that  the  question 
of  our  power  in  like  cases  has  been  formally  dis- 
cussed. It  is  of  great  importance  that  our  discus- 
sion, in  so  leading  a  case,  should  be  right. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  hold  that  if  tliere  be  any 
doubt  in  this  case — if  it  be  not  clearly  right — there 
are  reasons  of  a  delicate  character  why  the  measure 
should  not  be  adopted.  It  would  be  indelicate 
for  me  more  fully  to  explain  myself;  but  I  will  be 
understood  when  I  say,  there  are  circumstances 
attending  it  which  are  calculated  to  induce  the  be- 
lief, should  we  adopt  the  measure,  that  we  have 
been  actuated  more  by  the  feeling  of  esprit,  du  corps 
than  we  ought  to  be.  We  all  know  how  liable  we 
are  to  be  influenced  by  those  with  whom  we  are 
associated  in  the  discharge  of  our  duties,  and  with 
whom  we  hold  daily  intercourse.  We  ought  to 
allow  for  it,  and  guard  against  it,  especially  in  a 
case  like  this,  involving  the  Constitution  and  a 
fundamental  principle  of  justice. 

Having  said  so  much  upon  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  committee,  I  must  say  that  I  have 
objections  even  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  although,  asl  prefer  it  to 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  committee,  I  shall 
vote  for  it.  My  opinion  is,  that  the  simple  way 
of  adjusting  all  these  claims,  is  to  appoint  two  or 
three  able  officers  belonging  to  the  army,  upon 
whom  such  duties  appropriately  devolve,  and  send 
them  there  to  settle  these  expenses,  as  far  as  they 
can  be  legally  settled. 

Mr.  RUSK.  Mr.  President,  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  [iVIr.  Calhoun]  is,  I 
think,  mistaken  when  he  supposes  that  the  posi- 
tions assumed  by  the  chairman,  and  two  of  the 
members  of  the  Military  Committee,  are  in  oppo- 
sition, or  inconsistent  with  the  grounds  which  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Critten- 
den] and  myself  have  taken  upon  this  bill.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee,  sir,  stated  in  his  re- 
marks, that  this  bill  only  required  the  persons 
named  in  it  to  do  now,  that  which  they  had  a 
right  .to  do,  and  which  it  was  their  duty  to  have 
done,  when  they  were  in  office;  and  to  this  I  can 
see  no  constitutional  objection.  Are  not  officers 
who  have  ceased  to  be  such,  constantly  required 
to  go  on  and  settle  and  adjust  accounts  which 
were  made  while  in  office.'  The  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky  and  myself  have  not  been 
driven  in  support  of  this  bill  to  any  untenable  po- 
fiition.  We  took  the  ground,  sir,  that  the  act 
of  the  persons  named  in  this  bill,  in  certify-- 
ing  to  the  amount,  and  justice  of  the  claims, 
should  be  made  the  evidence  upon  which  the 
proper  officers  of  the  Govcrnmetit  are  required 
to  pay  them.  It  pertains  to  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress to  ptiy  the  debts  of  the  United  States.  They 
have  the  right  to  judge  of  their  amount  and  just- 
ness. They  may  order  payment  without  evidence. 
Tliey  may  require  the  weakest  or  the  strongest 
testimony.  They  may,  if  they  choose,  inake"the 
certificate  of  an  oiRccr,  a  court  of  ju.siice,  or  a  pri- 
vate individual,  evidence  of  a  debt  against  the 
United  States,  upon  wliich  to  base  an  order  for  its 
payjncnt. 


You  have  laws  now  making  the  bare  certificate 
of  an  officer  evidence,  upon  which  you  require  the 
proper  officers  to  make  payment.  The  proper 
department  is  now  required  by  law  to  issue  a 
bounty  warrant  to  a  disabled  soldier  upon  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  captain  of  the  com]3any,  or  a  surgeon, 
that  he  is  disabled.  The  honorable  Senator  [Mr. 
Calhoun]  starts  two  other  objections  to  this  bill: 
thirst,  that  it  makes  these  officers  judges  in  their 
own  case,  and  authorizes  them  to  certify  to  their 
own  claims  against  the  Government.  Now,  sir, 
does  anybody  suppose  this  would  be  the  effect  of 
this  bill?  Certainly  not.  They  could  not,  under 
its  provisions,  certify  tlieir  own  claims;  nor  would 
their  own  delicacy  permit  them,  if  they  could. 

The  other  objection  is,  that  it  is  conferring  a  high 
power  without  any  responsibility-.  All  will  admit, 
that  if  this  campaign  iiad  been  conducted  from  the 
beginning  under  the  authority  of  the  Government, 
Colonel  Fremont  could  have  made  his  requisitions 
to  any  amount.  The  quartermaster  would  have 
been  bound  to  furnish  the  supplies,  and  the  pay- 
master to  have  paid  the  money. 

But,  sir,  this  bill  provides  responsibility  with 
which  I  am  content.  Past  experience  proves  that 
an  oath  may  be  violated — a  pecuniary  bond  disre- 
garded. But,  sir,  when  you  have  the  guarantee  of 
the  character  of  a  man,  who  has  a  due  regard  to 
character,  and  as  high  a  reputation  to  lose  as  the 
honorable  Senator  concedes  to  Colonel  Fremont, 
then,  sir,  you  have  the  strongest  security  which 
man  can  give  for  good  conduct. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  ^pril  28,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  pending  question 
to  be  on  seconding  the  demand  lor  the  previous 
question  on  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  House  adopted  the  resolution  ordering 
the  printing  of  extra  copies  of  the  Scott,  Taylor, 
and  rrisi  correspondence  with  the  Department  of 
War. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  hoped,  by  unanimous  consent, 
the  resolution  might  be  amended  so  as  to  embrace 
what  he  would  read  in  the  following  amendment, 
which  he  had  intended  to  offer  yesterday,  viz: 

"  Also,  House  docuiiKiiitNo.  19,2(1  session  autli  Congress; 
Houbc  document  No.  -25,  1st  session  •'Will  Congress ;  anil 
Senate  iloouincnt  No.  18,  1st  session  3UUi  Congress." 

The  documents  embraced  in  this  amendment 
v/ere  very  short,  and  therefore  he  hoped  there  would 
be  no  objection. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  said  he  hoped,  by  gen- 
eral consent,  the  resolution  would  be  amended  as 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (his  colleague)  desired, 
without  the  form  of  reconsideration;  and  with  this 
understanding,  he  insisted  upon  the  question  on  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

And,  accordingly,  the  motion  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecti- 
cut, the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Wiiole  House  on  the  private  calendar,  (Mr. 
CoLLAMER,  of  Vermont,  in  the  chair,)  and,  after 
some  tune  spent  therein,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  the  tbilowing  bills  to  the  House,  viz: 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Black,  late  con- 
sul of  the  United  Slates  at  the  city  of  Mexico; 

And  House  bills  of  the  following  titles  : 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joel  Thacker; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Knight; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Flanegan; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Parmelia  Slavm,  late  the 
wife  of  John  Blue,  deceased; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Slyter; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Aiirenfeldt  and 
John  F.  H.  Vogt; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Shepard ; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Shejiard; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.  C.  Bryan  and  others; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  R.  Allen,  of  Rich- 
mond, Virginia; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Almedus  Scott; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  Elijah  Brag- 
don,  deceased; 

A  bill  to  attach  a  portion  of  the  northwestern 
land  district,  Louisiana,  to  the  district  of  Red  river, 
LouLsiana; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Via; 


A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eliza  A.  Mellon; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Reifsnyder; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  M.  Holton; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Israel  Bayless; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  Wilson; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  G.  Perkins; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Beri'ah  Wright; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Savage; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  Colmus; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Paddy; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  A.  Baudonin  and  A.  D. 
Roberts; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Baker; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eleanora  B.  Watkins, 
widow  of  Gassaway  Watkins; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  A.  Grier; 

And  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  Lieuten- 
ant Richard  E.  Cochran; 

Which  were  severally  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and,  being  engrossed,  were  read  a  third  time,  and, 
together  with  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Black,  late  consul  of  the  United  States  at  the  city 
of  Mexico,  passed. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  STATE  LEGISLATURES. 
Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  presented  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of  Mississippi, 
in  relation  to  the  war  with  Mexico.     Laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PECK  presented  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Vermont,  approving  of  Asa 
Whitney's  plan  of  a  railroad  from  Lake  Michigan 
to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  Laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HAMMONS,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions,  reported  a  joint  resolution 
relative  to  evidence  in  application  for  pensions. 

Also,  made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of 
John  Jones  and  Christopher  Moore.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Christopher  Cunningham,  reported 
the  same  back  to  the  House  witnout  amendment. 
Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  House  bill  to  provide  for  all  the  officers  and 
soldiers,  regular  and  volunteer,  who  have  been  in- 
jured and  permanently  disabled  in  the  service  in 
the  existing  war  with  Mexico,  reported  the  same 
back  to  the  House  with  an  amendment.  Commit- 
ted. 

Also,  reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Wit- 
tell  and  John  Wilson;  which  bills  were  read  and 
committed. 

Also,  made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of 
Frederick  Taylor,  Matthew  Machlin,  Joseph  J. 
Watson,  Lemuel  Parker,  Joseph  Kelly,  Joseph 
Brown,  Thomas  Thompson,  and  Willliam  Rob- 
erts.    Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FULTON,  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  peti- 
tions of  Nehemiah  Holladay,  James  Chester,  and 
Henry  Neely,  and  they  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Virginia,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  William 
tl.  Wilson;  of  Amos  Bull;  and  of  Amos  Armstrong; 
which  bills  were  severally  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  asked  leave  to 
make  a  personal  explanation.     Objected  to. 

Mr.  FRIES,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of 
Jonas  Dutton  and  George  Cassady.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  W.  T.  LAWRENCE,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of 
Linchficld  Sharpe,  John  Holland,  Frederick  Perri- 
go,  Cornelius  Hughes,  Jeremiah  Harpham,  Maria 
Hogue,  Nathanial  Lansdown,  James  M.  Lewis, 
and  James  Coe.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  Edward 
Taylor;  of  Warren  Raymond;  of  Hubert  H. 
Booley;of  William  Miller;  of  Maurice  R.  Sim- 
mons; of  Eliphaz  C.  Brown,  and  of  Henry  N. 
Halstead;  which  bills  were  severally  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  WILEY,  from  tiie  same  committee,  report- 
ed bills  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Ramsey;  of  ^ohn 
Farnham;  of  Andrew  Flaiiiigin;  of  William  Gott, 
and  of  Catharine  Hoffman;  which  bills  were  sev- 
erally read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILEY,  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the 
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petition  of  Miles  Devine,  and  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  MACLA  Y,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Goulding. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  GREGORY,  from  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts, reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  Ihe  Clerk  of  the  House  receive  proposals 
for  binding  books  and  documents  ordered  by  tlie  House,  and 
that  he  submit  the  same  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts  for 
its  examination  and  approval. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  desired  information  from 
the  committee  reporting,  as  to  the  manner  of  pro- 
curing the  binding  for  tiie  House.  Heretofore,  he 
believed,  the  binding  had  been  done  by  the  printer; 
but  now  it  seemed  to  be  the  object  of  the  resolution 
to  require  the  committee  to  contract  for  it.  He 
deprecated  the  contract  system;  and, as  an  instance 
that  it  was  unwise,  lie  referred  to  the  manifest 
deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  public  printing 
which  was  now  done  by  contract. 

Mr.  GREGORY  said  the  committee,  in  looking 
over  the  accounts,  had  found  heavy  items  of  charge 
for  binding,  but  no  fixed  rule  to  regulate  the  price; 
and  that  the  committee  had  determined,  from  the 
first,  to  adopt  some  definite  rule  upon  the  subject; 
and  they  had  considered  the  present  a  proper  time 
to  do  so,  before  deciding  upon  the  proposition  to 
bind  the  hundred  thousand  volumes  of  the  Patent 
Office  report  at  seventeen  cents  a  copy. 

Mr.  KENNON  further  explained,  that  the  ob- 
ject of  the  committee  was  to  have  the  binding  done 
in  a  workmanlike  manner,  and  with  due  respect 
to  economy.  As  it  was  now,  the  pr.inter  contracted 
for  the  binding.  The  committeee  desired  to  make 
the  contract  directly  with  the  binders. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  added  the  remark, 
that  the  Committee  on  Accounts  weresatisfied  that 
the  Patent  Office  report  could  be  bound  for  twelve 
cents  a  copy,  instead  of  going  to  the  limitation  of 
seventeen  cents.  The  object  of  the  resolution  was 
to  place  this  binding  under  the  control  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts,  not  to  take  it  away  from  the 
printers,  if  they  will  do  the  work  as  cheap  and  in 
as  good  style  as  others. 

Mr.  HENLEY  replied  to  the  objections  to  the 
contract  system  urged  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Cobb.]  He  was  himself  generally 
in  favor  of  the  contract  system,  and  he  defended 
the  experiment  now  being  made  with  the  public 
printing  from  the  charge  that  the  quality  of  the 
work  has  deteriorated  under  the  efifects  of  it.  He 
stated,  and  promised  to  show  more  particularly 
hereafter,  that  the  present  contract  would  effect  a 
saving  of  sixty  percent,  on  the  prices  heretofore 
paid-for  printing. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  further  stated 
and  explained  the  object  and  the  necessity  for  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  spoke  in  favor 
of  the  resolution,  urging  its  adoption  especially  in 
view  of  the  saving  of  five  thousand  dollars  in  the 
single  item  of  the  binding  of  the  Patent  Office  re- 
port. Nevertheless,  he  rose  to  express  his  firm 
belief  that  every  honest  man  ought  to  denounce 
and  expose  the  folly  of  the  contract  system  as 
practised  by  this  House.  He  would  go  before 
his  constituents  with  this  denunciation,  and  show 
them  its  tendency  to  interrupt  and  destroy  their 
most  reliable  sources  of  public  information.  He 
went  for  electing  a  public  printer;  and  whenever 
the  Whigs  happen  to  be  in  the  majority,  he  said, 
let  them  give  the  place  to  their  friends.  A  press 
at  the  seat  of  government  could  not  be  supported 
on  either  side,  without  the  observance  of  this  time- 
honored  rule;  whereas,  if  we  go  upon  this  contract 
system,  we  shall  break  down  every  press  we  have 
here;  and  the  press  in  this  city  was  worth  to  the 
people  vastly  more  than  all  our  public  documents. 
But  when  you  come  down  to  the  mere  outside  of  a 
book,  he  said,  he  would  go  for  economy,  because 
it  involved  no  question  which  might  injuriously 
affect  the  intelligence  of  the  people. 

After  further  remarks  by  Mr.  CONGER  and 
Mr.  COLL  AM  ER — the  latter  proposing  an  amend- 
ment, with  a  View  to  equalize  the  distribution  by 
the  Clerk  of  extra  printed  documents,  under  the 
resolution  of  March  20,  which  was  ruled  out  of 
order — 

The  resolution,  as  reported  by  the  committee, 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  HENLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Oliver  C.  Harris. 
Read  twice,  and  committed. 


Mr.  CONGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, reported  adversely  to  the  proposition  to  print 
a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  being  a  statement 
showing  the  names  of  pensioners  placed  on  the 
pension  rolls  since  the  12ih  of  October,  1835,  desig- 
nating the  name,  rank,  line,  county,  State,  &c.,  of 
each . 

Mr.C.  would  take  the  occasion  of  making  this 
report,"  to  i-eply  to  the  statement  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Cobb,]  on  yesterday,  in  which 
that  gentleman  seemed  to  charge  that  this  side  of 
the  House  had  changed  their  desire  to  print  the 
army  correspondence,  after  they  began  to  know  its 
contents.  Mr.  C.  was  as  well  informed  as  to  the 
matter  of  that  correspondence,  when  he  agreed  to 
the  resolution  reported  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  HshfLEr,]  as  he  was  now.  He  had 
changed  his  mind  on  this  subject  wholly  in  view 
of  the  expense  involved;  and  such,  he  believed, 
was  the  feeling  which  induced  the  chief  of  the  op- 
position to  the  order. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  desired  to  offer  an  amendment 
to  the  resolution  reported,  rescinding  the  resolution 
of  the  20th  March,  in  relation  to  the  distribution 
by  the  Clerk  of  extra  printed  documents;  which 
was  read,  and  ruled  out  of  order. 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Printing  was  then  adopted. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  (by  unanimous 
consent, )rose  for  the  explanation  of  words  attributed 
to  him  in  the  debate  which  took  place  in  the  House 
yesterday.  He  found  that  a  portion  of  the  remarks 
submitted  by  him  had  been  imperfectly  reported 
in  a  city  paper — evidently  without  intention  to 
misrepresent  on  the  part  of  the  reporter.  He  was 
made  to  say  what  seemed  to  be  a  reflection  on 
another  member,  and  it  was  therefore  tliat  he  de- 
sired to  explain.  This  was  the  first  time  he  had 
asked  such  a  thing  since  he  ha^  been  a  member; 
and  he  would  not  now  ask  it, .but  for  the  fact 
that  a  fellow-member  was  impjicated,  and  for  his 
desire,  as  far  as  he  could,  to  withdraw  from  pub- 
lication any  remark  which  might  seem  to  reflect 
upon  him.  In  the  report,  he  was  made  to  refer 
to  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Cling- 
man]  in  the  following  language: 

"  The  charge  against  the  Secretary  of  War  would  have 
been  very  serioas,  if  proceeding  from  any  serious  orrespect- 
ai)le  source." 

Now,  he  desired  to  say  that  he  did  not  use  that 
language.  He  neither  said,  nor  intended  to  say, 
anything  calculated  to  reflect  upon  that  gentleman, 
personally,  or  to  disparage  his  respectability  here  or 
anywhere  else.  He  regarded  that  gentleman  with 
as  much  respect  as  any  member  of  the  House,  and 
had  no  reason  to  speak  of  him  disrespectfully  in 
any  sense.  He  had  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  towards 
that  gentleman,  the  House,  and  himself,  to  make 
this  statement. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN.    On'looking  over  the  report, 
I  observed  that  there  was  a  mistake.     I  am  entirely 
satisfied  with  the  explanation. 
The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 


Friday,  ^jml  28,  1848. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Olfice,  made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  3d  instant,  calling  for  a  statement  of  permits 
granted  under  the  acts  tor  the  armed  occupation  of 
Florida. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  it  be  printed,  and  that  filteeu  hundred  ad- 
ditional copies  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  General  Land 
Office. 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  LOUISIANA. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a 
resolution  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  expressing  their  admiration  of  the 
efforts  of  Pope  Pius  the  Ninth,  to  extend  within 
his  dominions  the  principles  of  civil  liberty,  and  in 
favor  of  the  establishment  of  diplomatic  relations 
between  the  Government  of  the  United  States  and 
the  Court  of  Rome;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Also,  a  resolution  passed  by  the  same  Legisla- 
ture, in  favor  of  the  enactment  of  a  law  to  extend 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  over 
certain  portions  of  the  Sabine  river;  which  was 


referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  resolution  passed  by  the  same  Legisla- 
lature,  in  favor  of  the  enactment  of  a  law  to  reim- 
burse the  parishes  of  St.  Mary,  St.  Martin,  La- 
fayette, and  Vermilion,  the  money  paid  for  the 
purchase  of  certain  land  records  in  the  district  of 
Attakapas,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana;  which  wa.s 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  resolution  passed  by  the  same  Legisla- 
ture, in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  light-house 
at  the  mouth  of  Sabini  river;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Also,  a  resolution  passed  by  the  same  Legisla- 
ture in  favor  of  extending  the  port  of  Shields- 
borough,  in  the  district  of  Pearl  river,  to  Cat  and 
Ship  islands,  and  the  erection  of  light-houses  on 
Ship  Island  and  Proctor's  Shell  Bank,  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  resolution  passed  by  the  same  Legisla- 
ture in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  navy-yard 
at  Algiers,  or  some  other  place  on  the  Mississippi 
river,  within  the  limits  of  that  State;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  resolution  passed  by  the  same  Legisla- 
ture in  favor  of  the  establishment  of  a  mail  route 
from  Winsborough  to  Monroe,  in  thatState;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  and"  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  resolution  passed  by  the  same  Legisla- 
ture.in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  measures  to  pre- 
vent the  deterioration  of  that  species  of  sugar  cane 
called  the  Riband  cane;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Agriculture,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr.  UPHAM  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Vermont,  praying  the  purchase  of  Mount  Ver- 
non by  the  Government;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  two  memorials  of 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  praying 
that  a  territory  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  may 
be  set  apart  for  the  permanent  home  of  the  Indian 
tribes  inhabiting  the  United  States;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
the  counties  of  Shenandoah  and  Frederick,  Vir- 
ginia, praying  the  establishment  of  a  post  route 
from  Gravel  Spring  to  Woodstock,  in  that  State; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  NILES  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
New  York,  praying  that  Congress  may  authorize 
the  construction  of  a  railroad  between  the  cities  of 
New  York  and  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of 
facilitating  the  transportation  of  the  mail  and  re- 
lieving the  public  from  an  alleged  monopoly;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  be  dis- 
oharied  from  the  furtlier  consideration  of  the  memorial  of 
Tiiomas  F.  Gordon,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

IMPORTATION  OF  SUGAR. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  considered  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to: 

Renolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  rpi.iort  to  the  Senate  the  ([uantity  of  sugar  imported  into 
the  United  States  during  the  last  and  during  the  three  pre- 
ceding years,  the  places  from  whence  imported,  Ihe  quan- 
tity of  the  several  qualities,  and  Uie  prices,  respectively,  at 
the  places  of  export. 

THE  LATE  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Mr.  HALE  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  procure,  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate,  5,000  copies  of  the  addresses  made  by 
the  Si>eaker  and  members  of  the  House  of  Roprescntatives, 
and  of  the  addresses  made  to  the  Senate,  together  vvilli  the 
discourse  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley,  u|)on  the  occasion  ol  the 
death  of  the  Hon.  John  auincy  Adams  provided  Uicycan 
be  obtained  upon  the  same  t.^rms  that  20,000  copies  of  the 
same  were  furnished  to  the  House  ot  Represcntalives. 
APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the 
following  resolution  for  consideration: 

Resolicd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  inform  Uic  Senate  wheUier  any  olhccrs  aie  now 
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in  llie  military  or  civil  service  of  the  United  States,  under 
appointments  from  the  President,  which  have  not  been  siib- 
niitli'd  to  the  Senate;  and,  if  there  be  any  such  a[ipoiiit- 
ments,  that  he  state  the  date  of  such  appointments,  and  wliy 
it  is  that  it  has  not  been  in  the  power  o&  tlie  President  to 
submit  Uiem  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Eugene  Van 
Ness  and  John  M.  Brush,  executors  of  Neheniiah 
Brush,  suljmitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  their  relief. 

The  bill  was  read,  passed  to  the  second  reading, 
and  the  report  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Gad  Hum- 
phreys, submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
for  his  relief. 

The  bill  was  read,  passed  to  the  second  reading, 
and  the  report  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  frotn  the  same  commit- 
tee, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Gideon, 
reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

THE  SUPREME  COURT. 
Mr.  DAYTON,  fi-om  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  promote 
the  despatch  of  business  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  to  repeal  the  second  section  of  the  act  approved 
17th  June,  1844,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,"  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

NOTARIES  PUBLIC. 

Mr.  BADGER,  by  unanimous  consent,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  authorize 
notaries  public  to  take  and  certify  oaths,  affirma- 
tions, and  acknowledgments  in  certain  cases;  which 
was  read  the  first  and  second  times,  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

THE  PUBLIC  ARMORIES. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  Clayton,  relative  to 
the  manufacture  of  arms,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
TONNAGE  DUTIES  ON  SPANISH  VESSELS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  Mr.  Westcott  to  repeal  or  amend 
the  act  of  June  30,  1834,  concerning  tonnage  duty 
on  Spanish  vessels;  and. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  it  was  ordered 
that  it  be  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for,  Monday,  the  eighth  day  of  May  next. 

PAYMENT  OF  INTEREST  TO  ALABAMA. 

Mr.  PEARCE  moved  that  the  prior  orders  be 
postponed,  for  the  purpose  of  resuming  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of 
interest  on  the  amount  advanced  by  the  State  of 
Alabama  to  the  General  Governinent,  pending  the 
Creek  hostilities  in  1836  and  1837. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  hoped  that  the  bill  would  not 
be  taken  up  in  the  absence  of  the  Senator  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Hunter,]  who  had  been  obliged 
to  return  to  his  home  in  consequence  of  sickness 
in  his  family. 

Mr.  PEARCE  said  (hat  he  had  no  intention  to 
change  or  modify  the  bill,  but  only  to  add  a  gen- 
eral provision. 

Tlie  bill  was  then  taken  up,  and  the  following 
amendment  was  ofl'ered  by  Mr.  Peauce: 

Sec.  2.  Jlndhc  itfurlkcr  enacted,  That  the  proper  account- 
ing oiticers  of  the  Treasury  Department  be,  and  tljcy  arc 
hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  li(iui(late  and  settle  the 
clalmrt  of  the  several  .Sinics,  whose  cliiinis  have  not  been 
htretofore  fully  lif|iiiilati<l  iind  -elllt  d,  .iccoidiii};  to  the  prin- 
<'i|)les  of  this  act,  a),'aiM^t  llii'  I'liitecl  riiales,  for  intere?t  upon 
loans  or  immey  iiorrowi;d,and  actually  ex|)eudi'(l,  by  them 
respectively,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Unitid  V;iales, 
durini,'  the  last  war  with  (Vreat  Uritaiii  ;  as  also  iiitricsl  upon 
nion<'y  by  naid  i-tiites  rcspeclively  drawn  from  a  luiul  ujion 
which  they  were  then  receivini;  interest,  and  which  was 
by  them  ho  expended  as  ali)re.-aid,  and  upon  money  so  bor- 
rowi:d  and  expended  a!  aCnn^said,  which  debt  was  ilischarg- 
ed  Iry  Baid  Slate  by  the  transfer  of  a  fund  upon  which  the 
State  was  receiviPK  inlirest. 

Kkc.  y.  Jind  he  ilfwlherminctcd.  Thai  on  jtscf  rtaining  the 
amount  of  intere.1t  as  aforesaid,  due  lo  ihe  said  Slates  re- 
spectively, the  lollowini!  rules  Himll  govepii,  to  wit : 

/'tr«(.  That  interest  shall  Jiot  be  eompii'tid  on  any  sutn 
cxp.-nded  which  is  not  evidenced  by  the  ain(punl  which  has 
been  or  shall  be  refunded  or  repaid  by  llu:  UniK^d  Slates. 

Second.  IVo  interest  shall  be  paid  on  any  sum  for  which 
the  Slates  did  not  either  pay  or  lose  interest  as  aforesaid. 

Third.  The  rule  prescribed  by  the  Supreim'  (Jouri  of  the 
United  States  at  its  January  term,  ItaS,  [13  i-'i./crs,  y71,] 
shall  be  the  rule  for  adjuslin;,'  these  aceouiiLi,  viz:  interest 
shall  be  calculated  up  to  the  lime  when  a  jiaynient  has  been 
or  shall  he  made.  To  this  interest  the  payment  shall  first 
be  applied,  and  if  it  exceed  the  interest  due,  tJi«  i  usiduc  shall 


be  applied  to  diminish  the  principal.  If  the  payment  fall 
short  of  the  interest,  the  balance  of  the  interest  shall  not  be 
added  to  the  principal  so  as  t-i  produce  interest. 

Sec.  -J.  ~ind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  amount  of  in- 
terest, when  ascertained,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  paid  out  of 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  There  is  nothing  new  in  the 
principle  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Finance.  The  principle  has  been  recognized  on 
iTiore  than  one  occasion  in  this  body.  Many  years 
ago  it  was  recognized  in  the  case  of  the  claims  of 
Maryland,  arising  out  of  advances  made  in  the  last 
war;  and  it  was  also  recognized  in  the  case  of 
South  Carolina  in  1831.  The  case  of  South  Caro- 
lina differed  somewliat  from  that  of  Maryland.  In 
that  case  that  State  hud  borrowed  money  and  in- 
curred a  debt  which  was  liquidated  by  the  transfer 
of  a  fund  from  wliich  she  had  derived  interest. 
The  State  of  Maryland  borrowed  money  for  the 
purpose  of  repelling  the  incursions  of  the  enemy 
during  the  last  war.  She  created  a  stock  for  that 
purpose,  and  discharged  the  debt  by  the  transfer  of 
United  States  stock  which  she  held.  The  princi- 
ple applied  to  these  cases  by  the  committee  was, 
that  when  the  State  had  lost  interest,  it  was  entitled 
to  it.  1  propose  to  make  the  principle  general,  and 
apply  it  lo  all  cases  of  Slate  claims  against  the 
Government  for  money  advanced  in  the  war  of 
1812,  which  have  been  recognized  and  admitted. 
1  do  not  propose  to  settle  any  of  the  disputed  claims, 
but  only  to  meet  those  claims  which  have  been 
admitted.  That  is  the  object  and  effect  of  the  first 
section  of  the  amendment.  The  second  section 
goes  a  little  further,  and  is  rendered  necessary  by 
the  very  extraordinary  nrule  adopted  by  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  Treasury  Department  in 
the  calculation  of  interest.  The  rule  has  been,  that 
when  the  claim  is  made  up  of  principal  and  inter- 
est, and  payments  are  made  by  the  United  States, 
they  are  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  principal. 
This  is  manifestly  unjust,  and  is  entirely  contrary 
to  the  equitable  rule  observed  in  transactions  be- 
tween individuals.  1  have  proposed,  therefore, 
sundry  rules  intended  to  modify  and  correct  the 
rule  adopted  by  the  accounting  officers. 

Mr.  ATHERTON.  it  seems  to  me  that  there 
ought  to  be  some  examination  as  to  the  results  to 
which  this  amendment  would  lead  if  adopted.  I 
concur  entirely  with  my  friend  from  Delaware  as 
to  the  propriety  of  postponing  this  subject  till  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  who  has  had  charge  of  the 
bill,  who  lias  examined  the  cases,  and  is  familiar 
with  all  the  facts,  shall  return.  Aside  from  that, 
it  seems  to  me  that  this  amendment  contains  some 
principles  proposed  to  be  applied  to  the  calculation 
of  interest  in  the  cases  of  claims  against  the  Gov- 
ernment, which  demand  our  attentive  examination. 
I  suggest,  therefore,  to  the  mover  of  the  amend- 
ment, that  it  be  printed,  in  order  that  we  may  have 
an  opportunity  of  examining  it,  and  that  in  the 
meantime  the  subject  be  laid  over  informally. 

Mr.  PEARCE  acquiesced  in  this  suggestion. 

The  PREaiDlNG  OFFICER.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator name  any  particular  day  for  the  consideration 
of  the  suljject. 

Mr.  PEARCE.  We  propose  to  wait  till  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  returns. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  1  hope  iheScnalor will  feel  bound, 
as  soon  as  the  Senator  from  Virginia  returns,  to 
call  up  this  bill. 

Mr.  PEARCE.     I  shall  do  so. 

Mr.  BAGBY.  I  wish  to  make  a  single  remark. 
T  think  it  is  evident  that  the  apprehensions  which 
were  expressed  yesterday  are  about  to  be  confirmed , 
certainly  not  on  account  of  any  design  on  the  part 
of  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  but  because,  as  I 
said,  the  delay  of  this  bill  will  be  tantamount  to  its 
del'eat  at  the  present  session.  The  bill  contains  but 
one  single  distinct  proposition,  and  that  is  this, 
whether,  when  a  cerliiin  amount  of  money  has  been 
advanced  by  a  State,  and  applied  to  the  uses  of  the 
General  Government,  the  General  Government 
will,  when  it  acknowledges  and  pays  the  amount 
of  the  principal,  fray  the  interest  upon  it. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  PEARCE,  it  was 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  further  consideration  of  said  bill  be 
postpiined  until  to-morrow;  and  that  the  amendment  be 
printed. 

FREE  BRIDGE  OVER  THE  EASTERN  BRANCH. 

The  bill  to  provide  a  free  communication  across 
the  Eastern  Brancii  of  the  river  Potomac,  in  the 
Uistrictof  Columbia,  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
coiiHidcred  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  inquired  if  there  was  any 
report  on  this  bill  > 


The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  There  are  no 
papers  accompanying  the  bill. 

Mr.  CAMERON  remarked  that  the  whole  Dis- 
trict was  interested  in  the  passage  of  the  bill  which- 
had  been  unanimously  repoiteti  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
the  following  section: 

"Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  directed  to  purchase  on  the  same  terms  the 
bridge  over  Piscataqua  river,  between  Portsmouth,  New 
Hampshire,  and  Kitlery,  in  Maine." 

Mr.  HALE  observed  that  he  did  not  know  of 
any  authority  in  the  General  Government  to  pur- 
chase bridges  in  this  District,  if  they  had  not  au- 
thority to  purchase  bridges  elsewhere. 

Mr.  CAMERON  could  hardly  suppose  that  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  was  serious  in  pro- 
posing his  amendment.  The  cases  were  not  at  all 
parallel.  It  was  to  be  recollected  that  the  Govern- 
ment owned  seven  millions  of  property  in  this  Dis- 
trict, for  which  no  taxes  were  paid;  and  it  was  only 
a  small  act  of  justice  to  make  the  bridges  free. 

Mr.  HALE  did  not  know  whether  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  was  in  earnest  or  not.  The 
bridge  named  in  his  amendment  was  similarly  sit- 
uated to  the  bridge  in  the  bill.  It  was  a  bridge 
leading  to  property  owned  by  the  Government — 
to  the  navy-yard  at  Kittery,  Maine. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  agreeing  to 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Hale,  and  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

No  other  amendment  being  offered,  the  bill  was 
reported  lo  the  Senate. 

On  the  question,  "Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time?"  Mr.  Allen  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered,  and  it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Badcer,  Benton,  Cameron,  Clarke,  Clay- 
ton, Crittenden,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Missis- 
sippi, Dayton,  Foote,  Greene,  H.annegan,  Houston,  John- 
son of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Pearce,  Phelps, 
Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Underwood,  Upham,  Westcott,  and 
Yulee— 23. 

NAYS — Messrs. Allen, Atchison,  Atherton,  Baghy,  Breese, 
Douglas,  Felch,  Hale,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  iWoor,  Niles,  and 
Turney— 12. 

The  said  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed. 

SETTLERS  UNDER  ARMED  OCCUPATION  ACT. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
bona  fide  settlers  under  the  acts  for  the  armed  oc- 
cupation and  settlement  of  a  part  of  the  territory  of 
Florida;  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  furlher  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
ironed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Thursday,  the 
4th  day  of  Alay  next. 

THE   PRIVATE  CALENDAR. 

Mr.  MASON,  in  acccordance  with  the  notice 
given  yesterday,  moved  to  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  private  bills  upon  the  calendar. 

Mr.  BADGER  suggested  that  it  would  be  bet- 
ter to  dispose  of  the  California  claims  bill,  which 
could  be  done  to-day,  and  he^wouldjlhen  join  cheer- 
fully in  promoting  the  views  of  the  Senator  from 
Virginia. 

Mr.  MASON  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion,  and 
observed  that  he  should  move  to  proceed  with  the 
private  calendar  as  soon  as  the  California  bill  was 
disposed  of. 

THE  CALIFORNIA  CLAIMS. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  ascer- 
taining and  paying  the  California  claims. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  In  rising  yesterdayto  ad- 
dress the  Senate  on  this  bill,  it  was  my  design  to 
.suggest  that  some  amendment  was  necessary.  In 
my  opinion,  it  ought  to  be  provided  that  the  com- 
missioners or  persons  who  are  to  examine  these 
claiiTis  .-should  be  sworn  or  affirmed  to  discharge 
their  duties  with  fidelity.  I  did  not  suppose,  until 
the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Ctirolina,  who 
last  addressed  the  Senate  on  this  subject,  men- 
tioned it,  that  tliere  was  an  idea  entertained  by 
any  one  that  either  of  the  persons  to  whom  the 
bill  proposed  to  intrust  the  examination  of  these 
claims  was  to  decide  u]ion  a  claim  in  which  he 
was  personally  interested.  1  do  not  suppose  that 
any  such  thing  was  intended  on  the  [rart  of  the 
genllcirieii  who  advocated  the  bill;  or  that  those 
high-minded  men  who  were  named  in  the  bill 
would  decide  on  their  own  compensation.  But, 
in  order  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  that,  I  shall 
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pro|TOse  an  amendment,  to  prevent  these  commis- 
missioners  from  settling  any  claims  in  which  they 
or  either  of  them  may  be  personally  interested.  It 
has  been  also  said,  in  the  course  of  debate,  that 
these  claims  were,  or  would  be,  the  subject  of 
extensive  speculation.  That  objection  may  be 
easily  obviated  by  an  amendment;  and  before  I 
proceed  to  the  few  remarks  on  the  constitutional 
question  which  I  intend  to  submit  to  the  Senate,  I 
give  notice  that  I  intend  to  offer  an  amendment, 
which  I  will  request  the  Secretary  to  read. 

The  Secretary  then  read  the  amendment,  which 
is  as  follows: 

Add  the  following;  section: 

Sec.  3.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  persons  hereby 
appointed  to  examine  the  said  claims  sliall,  before  they  en- 
ter on  the  duties  .assigned  to  them,  he  first  duly  sworn  or 
affirmed  to  faithfully  perform  the  duties  devolved  on  them 
by  this  act;  and  that  in  no  case  shall  they  or  either  of  them 
examine  or  allow  any  claim  in  which  he  or  any  of  them  is 
personally  interested.  And  in  all  cases  where  any  claim 
has  been  assigned  or  transferred  by  the  original  claimant, 
the  assignee  shall  be  allowed  no  more  than  he  paid  for  the 
claim,  with  lawful  interest  on  that  amount. 

Mr.  CLAYTOr^.  This  amendment,  I  think, 
obviates  all  objections  which  have  been  fairly  taken 
in  debate,  with  the  exception  of  the  constitutional 
objection. 

It  is  contended  that  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  has  no  power  under  the  Constitution  to  name 
the  persons  who  shall  ascertain  the  amount  of  claims 
which  they  are  called  upon  to  settle;  but  that  all 
such  persons  are  "  officers,"  to  be  appointed  only 
by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate.  I  do  not  concur  in  that  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution.  It  is  my  opinion, 
after  giving  to  this  subject  all  the  investigation  that 
I  am  capable  of  bestowing  upon  it,  that  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  has  the  right  necessarily  in- 
cident to  its  general  legislative  power,  to  appoint 
persons  to  take  testimony  for  them,  or  to  arbitrate 
claims  between  the  Government  and  any  private 
individuals,  or  to  settle  and  adjust  the  amount  due 
from  the  Government  to  these  individuals.  1  hold 
that  Congress  possesses  this  power  as  a  necessary 
and  indispensable  part  of  its  legislative  power. 
The  Constitution  confers  upon  Congress  all  the 
legislative  power  given  by  that  instrument.  Among 
the  trust  powers  of  Congress  expressly  mentioned 
in  the  Constitution,  is  the  power  to  pay  the  debts 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  exercise  all  other 
powers  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  that  power 
into  execution.  The  power  to  pay  the  claims  due 
from  the  Government  to  individuals  was  a  right 
devolved  upon  the  legislative  body  when  the  Con- 
stitution first  went  into  operation;  and  Congress 
has  exercised  that  power  from  the  earliest  period 
to  the  present  day,  in  every  case  and  form  in  which 
it  thought  proper  to  exercise  it. 

I  shall  not  go  through  the  statute-book  to  show 
how  often  Congress  has  appointed  an  arbitrator  to 
settle  a  private  claim  between  an  individual  and 
the  Government.  Some  cases  of  that  description 
are  of  recent  occurrence;  and  it  is  true,  as  was 
remarked  in  the  progress  of  debate,  that  an  arbi- 
trator in  the  case  of  the  island  on  which  Fort  Del- 
aware stands,  was  named  to  settle  the  controversy 
between  the  claimants  in  one  State  against  the 
General  Government,  holding  under  the  title  of 
another  State,  by  two  bills  which  passed  this  body. 
I  grant^that  two,  three,  or  half  a  dozen  precedents 
will  not  settle  a  question  of  constitutional  law. 
But  if  we  can  show,  that  from  the  very  origin  of 
the  Government  down  to  this  time,  Congress  has 
been  in  the  habit  of  designating  individuals  to  settle 
and  adjust  claims  between  the  Government  and 
claimants,  and  that  such  has  been  the  practice  of 
the  Government  ab  urbe  condita  down  to  this  time; 
if  the  principle  has  been  settled  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and  proclaimed  judi- 
cially, then  we  are  justified  in  regarding  this  ques- 
tion as  settled,  if  anything  can  be  considered  as 
settled  and  determined.  Allow  me  to  read  from 
the  judicial  declaration  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  two  passages,  for  the  purpose  of 
explaining  what,  in  my  opinion,  ought  to  be  re- 
garded as  the  principle  binding  upon  us: 

"  Jl  contemporary  exposition  of  the  Constitution,  practised 
and  acquiesced  under  for  a  ))(;riod  of  years,  fixes  the  con- 
struction, and  the  court  will  not  shake  or  contiol  it." 

"  It  will  probably  be  found,  when  we  look  to  the  character 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  hjtateH  itself,  the  object 
which  it  seeks  to  attain,  the  powers  which  it  confers,  the 
duties  which  it  enjoins,  and  the  rights  which  it  secures,  as 
well  as  to  th(!  known  historical  fact,  that  many  of  its  pro- 
visions were  matters  of  compromise,  of  opposing  interests 
and  opinions;  tliutno  uniform  rule  of  interpretation  ean  be 
appli«d,  which  iqay  not  allow,  even  if  itdosHuot  positively 


demand,  many  modifications  in  its  actual  application  to 
particular  clauses.  Perhaps  the  safest  rule  of  interpretation, 
after  all,  will  be  found  to  be,  to  look  to  the  nature  and  ob- 
jects of  the  particular  powers,  duties,  and  rights,  with  all 
the  light  and  aids  of  contemporary  history,  and  to  give  to 
the  words  of  each,  just  such  operation  and  force,  consistent 
with  their  legitimate  meaning,  as  to  fairly  secure  and  attain 
the  end  proposed." 

I  think,  then,  it  is  clearly  established,  so  far  as 
precedents  can  settle  it,  that  Congress  has  a  right 
to  name  the  individual  who  shall  settle  and  adjust 
these  claims.  Honorable  gentlemen  have  advert- 
ed to  the  precedent  quoted  by  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  on  my  right,  where  thejudgesof  the 
Supreme  Court,  sitting  then  as  judges  of  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States,  exercised  the  power  of 
determining  upon  the  claims  of  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  those  \vho  had  died  in  the  revolution- 
ary war.  And  I  have  not  heard  any  satisfactory 
answer  given  to  that  decision,  though  I  have  been 
an  attentive  listener  to 'the  very  able  argument 
presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  and 
others,  who  have  spoken  on  the  subject.  What 
did  [the  Chief  Justice  with,  his  associates  decide.' 
Why,  that  in  cases  of  this  description,  where  Con- 
gress devolved  upon  them  the  duty  of  deciding 
upon  claims  against  the  Government,  they  had  the 
right  to  do  it;  and  they  actually  went  on,  and  did 
adjudicate  and  settle  the  claims,  which  they  could 
not  possibly  have  done,  if  they  had  considered  that 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  had  been  vio- 
lated by  Congress  in  the  passage  of  the  act,  calling 
upon  them  to  examine  the  claims  of  the  widows 
and  orphans  to  the  pension  allowed  the  relatives 
of  those  who  had  fallen  in  the  revolutionary  war. 
Some  of  those  learned  and  able  judges  were  among 
the  men  who  formed  the  Constitution;  they  all 
ranked  among  the  fathers  of  the  Republic;  and  it 
is  impossible  that  they  could  have  proceeded  to 
settle  and  adjudicate  these  claims  under  that  law, 
if  they  had  believed  that  there  was  not  any  consti- 
tutional power  of  Congress  to  pass  this  law.  They 
say,  after  quoting  the  law: 

"As,  therefore,  the  business  assigned  to  this  court  by  the 
act  is  not  judicial,  nor  directed  to  be  performed  judicially, 
the  act  can  only  be  considered  as  appointing  commissioners 
for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  it  by  official  instead  of  personal 
descriptions. 

"  That  the  judges  of  this  court  regard  themselves  as  being 
the  commissioners  designated  by  this  act,  and  therefore  as 
being  at  liberty  to  accept  or  decline  thatoltice." 

They  then  proceed  to  say  that  they  will  perform 
the  duties  assigned  by  the  act,  and  they  do  perform 
them.  1  contend,  then,  that  in  so  doing  they  have 
decided  the  whole  question  now  pending  before  the 
Senate.  They  have  determined — and  it  is  impos- 
sible to  construe  the  act  in  any  other  way — that  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  have  the  right  to 
appoint  commissioners  to  settle  claims  against  this 
Government.  What  manner  of  answer  is  it  to  say 
that  they  do  not  act  as  judges  ?  It  is  not  by  virtue 
of  any  judicial  power  that  they  proceed  to  act;  but 
being  designated  as  individuals  to  exercise  a  power 
not  conferred  upon  them  as  judges  at  all,  they  pro- 
ceed to  settle  these  claims;  and  in  doing  so,  I  con- 
tend that  they  have  affirmed  the  power  of  Congress 
in  the  whole  matter. 

Mr.  MASON.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to  ask 
him  whether  the  law  of  which  he  is  now  speaking 
was  not  confined  altogether  to  giving  power  to  these 
judges  to  take  evidence  only,  and  that  they  were 
10  report  to  Congress,  and  not  to  adjudicate  the 
claims .' 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  They  had  power  not  only  to 
take  evidence,  but  also  to  decide  upon  the  claims. 
But  the  honorable  gentleman  must  admit,  that  if 
Congress  had  the  right  to  appoint  them  to  take 
evidence,  thfe  whole  case  is  yielded. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  As  this  precedent  seems  to  be 
relied  upon,  I  would  ask  my  honorable  friend  from 
Delaware  whether  that  power  was  not  conferred 
by  Congress  upon  the  supposition  that  it  was  com- 
petent for  Congress  to  add  to  the  judicial  functions 
of  the  judges  by  requiring  them  to  perform  this 
office;  and  whether  it  was  not,  therefore,  simply 
conferring  additional  duties  upon  officers  already 
in  existence  ? 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  think  I  can  answer  the  Sen- 
ator by  referring  him  to  the  language  of  the  judges. 
He  will  perceive  from  that,  that  it  is  not  the  addi- 
tion of  a  new  judicial  power. 

Mr.  BUTLEll.  1  am  aware  that  the  judges 
assumed  the  performance  of  duties  without  salary; 
but  my  inquiry  was,  whether  Congress  did  not  act 
upon  the  supposition  that  they  were  adding  to  the 
judicial  duties  of  the  judges.'    The  point  of  the  de- 


cision was,  that  Congress  had  attempted  to  devolve 
upon  them  duties  which  did  not  belong  to  them. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
to  read  again  from  the  decision  of  the  judges?  [He 
then  read  the  whole  decision.] 

The  court  then  say  that  they  were  not  appointed 
as  judges.  The  term  "judge"  is  merely  descriptio 
persona,  and  the  effect  and  meaning  which  the 
court  assign  to  the  act,  is  nothing  more  than  if 
Congress  had  .said,  when  passing  the  act,  that  John 
Jay,  and  his  associate  judges,  by  name — without 
calling  them  judges — should  perform  this  duty. 
That  is  precisely  what  the  judges  understood  by 
it,  as  is  apparent  from  their  decision;  and,  there- 
fore, 1  contend  that  this  precedent  covers  the  case, 
and  settles  the  whole  question  now  before  Con- 
gress. 

The  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States  says, 
"the  best  light  for  construing  the  Constitution  ia 
contemporaneous  history;"  and  I  am  one  of  those, 
like  most  of  my  profession,  who  have  great  rev- 
erence for  well-considered  precedents.  Congress 
has  exercised  this  power,  not  only  in  this  case,  in 
which  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  solemnly 
affirmed  the  power,  but  in  a  great  many  other  cases, 
in  which  no  human  being  ever  questioned  the  ex- 
istence of  the  power.  It  is  difficult  to  state  how 
many  cases  there  are  of  this  description.  I  will 
take  one  case,  which  occurred  in  my  own  recollec- 
tion as  a  member  of  Congress.  I  refer  to  the  act 
of  Congress  of  the  14th  of  July,  1832,  by  which 
the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  the  Second 
Comptroller,  and  Charles  Gratiot,  were  authorized 
to  examine  the  claims  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Nimrod  Farrow  and  Richard  Harris.  If  it  had 
not  been  for  the  fact  that  the  name  of  Charles  Gra- 
tiot was  inserted  in  that  bill  as  one  of  the  commis- 
sioner, we  should  have  been  met  by  the  answer 
given  to  other  precedents  by  honorable  gentlemen, 
that  the  new  office,  or  the  new  duty  of  commis- 
sioner, was  conferred  upon  an  officer  already  ex- 
isting— an  objection,  which,  by  the  by,  I  think  has 
no  force  whatever.  But,  in  this  case,  the  prece- 
dent is  not  liable  to  that  objection.  One  of  the 
commissioners  was  named,  by  his  individual  des- 
ignation, and  no  person  made  any  constitutional 
objection.  Another  precedent  is  furnished  in  a  bill 
which  I  had  the  honor  myself  to  report,  when 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  I 
allude  to  the'bill  for  the  relief  of  Stockton  &  Stokes, 
authorizing  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  to  adjust 
and  settle  controversies  between  the  Postmaster 
General  and  these  individuals.  I  recollect  very 
well  the  history  of  that  bill.  We  heard  counsel 
on  the  subject,  and  having,  as  we  supposed,  be- 
come possessed  of  all  that  could  be  urged  on  both 
sides,  looking  to  the  interest  of  the  Government, 
as  well  as  justice  to  the  individuals  concerned,  we 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  would  be  best  to  refer 
the  whole  matter  to  Virgil  Maxcy,  wlio  then  hap- 
pened to  be  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury.  We  did  not 
refer  the  subject  to  him,  because,  as  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury,  it  was  his  duty  to  investigate  it,  but 
because  he  was  a  competent  arbitrator,  and  we 
were  all  content  that  he  should  decide  the  contro- 
versy. This,  then,  is  another  instance,  like  that 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  which  the  officer  selected 
to  examine  and  decide  claims  against  the  Govern- 
ment, was  named  by  his  official  character  as  a  de- 
signalio  personal,  to  indicate  the  individual  who  was 
to  perform  the  duty.  This  matter  also  came  be- 
fore the  Supreme  Court,  which  incidentally  decided 
the  question.  For  if  there  had  been  any  constitu- 
tional objection  to  the  settlement  of  the  matter  by 
this  officer,  the  question  would  have  arisen  on  the 
trial,  which  is  reported  in  12th  Peters'  Reports. 
The  language  of  the  court  in  this  cnse  has  been 
already  quoted  by  the  Senator  from  Texas,  [Mr. 
Rusk.] 

Here  the  court  say  expressly,  that  it  was  in  the 
power  of  Congress,  and  in  their  discretion,  to  ap- 
point any  one  to  settle  claims  against  the  Govern- 
ment, and  thus  we  have  an  entire  concurrence  in 
the  opinion  given  by  the  court  in  1792,  in  the  case 
of  the  adjudication  of  the  claims  of  widows  and 
orphans.  So  far,  then,  as  the  question  has  been 
presented  before  the  Supreme  Court,  I  maintain 
that  that  court  never  doubted  the  power  of  Con- 
gress, but,  on  the  contrary,  has  given  opinions  en- 
tirely irreconcilable  with  the  idea,  that  Congress 
has  not  the  right  to  appoint  these  commissioners. 

The  true  question  to  be  decided  is  this  :  Is  the 
appointment  of  these  persons  necessary  and  prop- 
er, in  order  to  enable  us  to  legislate  on  the  subject- 
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matter  of  these  claims?  Honorable  gentlemen,  in 
the  course  of  debate,  have  generally  given  it  as 
their  opinion,  tiiat  the  individuals  named  in  this 
bill  are  the  very  men  that  ought  to  decide  upon 
these  claims — the  very  men  upon  whose  testimony 
they  would  wish  the  nuitter  to  be  settled.  They 
are  not  willing  to  intrust  the  adjudication  of  so 
importiint  a  matter  in  California  to  strangers,  and 
persons  who  know  nothing  of  it,  or  persons  in 
whom  they  have  not  equal  confidence  with  that 
which  they  repose  in  Mr.  Fremont,  and  the  gen- 
tlemen associated  with  him.  They  are  not  willing 
to  pass  the  bill  with  the  names  of  other  persons  in 
it,  or  without  an  assurance  that  these  men  in  whom 
they  place  contidence  will  be  appointed  to  adjudi- 
cate the  claims.  I  ask,  then,  can  any  man  in  these 
circumstances  undertake  to  say  that  it  is  not  indis- 
pensably necessary  and  proper  to  the  due  exercise  of 
your  legislative  power,  that  you  should  have  the 
right  to  name  the  men  who  shall  settle  these  claims  ? 
It  is  in  vain  to  say  that  these  very  individuals  may 
be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  Before  I  vote 
for  the  bill,  I  desire  to  know,  not  only  what  the 
President  may  do,  but  without  any  possibility  of 
being  deceived,  1  desire  to  be  assured  that  these 
are  to  be  the  very  men  to  do  it.  On  that  ground  I 
vote.  1  am  not  willing  to  trust  their  settlement  to 
other  men.  In  this  opinion  many,  nay,  most 
members  of  the  Senate  concur.  Have  we  not,  then, 
the  right  to  say,  that  these  men  shall  settle  these 
claims;  that  they  shall  decide  before  tlie  claimants 
receive  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars  out  of  the 
public  treasury?  1  never  before  heard,  until  this 
discussion  arose,  that  there  was  any  doubt  as  to 
the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  arbitrate  a 
claim  of  an  individual  against  this  Government. 
It  certainly  is  a  new  principle  that  Congress  has 
no  such  power.  I  never  heard  it  advanced  be- 
fore. I  will  not  undertake  to  consume  the  lime  of 
the  Senate  by  reviewing  the  many  cases  which 
have  presented  themselves  bearing  upon  this 
question,  but  shall  content  myself  with  the  gen- 
eral declaration,  that  I  hold  the  power  to  ascer- 
tain the  justice  of  claims  against  the  Government 
is  a  necessary  inciilent  to  the  legislative  power, 
and  carries  with  it  the  power  to  appoint  the  person 
or  persons  to  decide  upon  the  claims.  Other  cases 
might  be  relied  upon,  on  which  I  will  not  dwell. 
In  one,  the  Governor  of  Florida  was  appointed  to 
approve  the  claims  before  they  could  be  paid.  In 
many  others,  the  diflerent  auditors  and  secretaries 
have  been  selected  for  a  similar  duty;  and  Con- 
gress has  been  in  the  constant  habit  of  imposing 
such  duties  on  any  officer  or  person  it  saw  fit  to 
select,  without  reference  to  any  other  consideration 
than  his  fitness  for  the  |ierl'ormance  of  it  as  an  in- 
dividual. I  know  very  well  that  a  legislative  pre- 
cedent is  not  considered  entitled  to  much  weight, 
unless  the  subject  has  undergone  discussion;  but 
these  cases  are  amongst  the  many  which  go  to 
show  that  Congress  has  never  heretofore  doubted 
its  right  to  ajipoint  persons  to  settle  claims  against 
the  Government.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  said 
there  are  several  instances  in  which  the  President 
lias  appointed  commissioners  to  settle  claims  of 
individuals  against  the  Government,  as  in  the  cases 
in  which  the  funds  provided  by  a  treaty  with  for- 
eign Governments  have  been  distributed  by  com- 
missioners appointed  by  the  President,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  These 
cases  are  referred  to  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
that  Congress  cannot  appoint  commissioners  in 
this  case.  Jf,  however,  this  argument  [iroves  any- 
thing, it  proves  the  very  reverse  of  that  which  is 
intended.  If,  in  these  cases,  the  President  and 
Senate  had  the  power,  without  authority  of  Con- 
gress, why  were  the  clauses  authorizing  this  mode 
of  appointment  inserted  in  the  act.s  of  Congiess? 
Surely,  if  the  Consiiiution  gives  the  power,  and  the 
authority  of  Congress  was  not  wanting,  these 
clauses  conferring  ui)on  the  President  and  Senate 
the  powci:  to  ajipoint  commissioners  should  have 
been  left  out.  Why  were  they  inserted  ?  Their 
insertion  is  a  clear  jiroof  that  tliose  who  drew  the 
Jaws  thought  that  it  was  necessary  that  Congress 
should  authorize,  in  this  case,  the  appointment  of 
commissioners  by  the  President  and  Senate.  In- 
stead, then,  of  being  precedents  against  the  right 
ol'  Congress  which  1  nowadvocate,  they  are  against 
the  right  of  others  to  appoint  without  the  consent 
of  Congre.'-is. 

It  id  somewhat  remarkable   that  now,  and   for 
years  past,  discussion  on  the  powers  of  the  diil'er- 


ent  branchee  of  the  Government  shotild  run  more 
frequently  upon  and  against  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress, than  upon  the  powers  of  the  Executive.  In 
former  days  there  was  a  great  deal  of  jealousy  of 
Executive  power.  But  now  the  order  is  reversed. 
Power  is  stealing  from  the  many  to  the  few,  and 
from  the  few  to  one.  The  order  of  the  day  is  now 
to  advocate  the  exclusive  right  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  interfere  in  cases,  where,  if 
Congress  be  denied  the  power  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners, they  cannot  properly  legislate  !  This  is 
Executive  encroachment  with  a  vengeance  !  I  have 
never  been  the  advocate  of  Executive  power,  and 
I  never  shall  be.  I  stand  by  tlie  rights  of  Congress 
as  I  understand  them,  and  as  explained  to  me  by 
the  judges  of  the  courts  of  the  United  States.  1 
hold,  that  if  this  power  be  denied  to  us,  it  will  be 
sometimes  impossible  for  us  to  legislate  as  we  think 
right.  We  shall  in  such  cases  have  to  pay  claims 
as  the  President  thinks  riglit.  Jf  we  have  not  the 
right  to  prescribe  the  rules  of  evidence  which  are 
to  govern  in  the  decision  of  these  claims — if  we 
have  not  the  right  to  name  the  persons  in  whom 
we  have  confidence  that  are  to  settle  and  adjust 
them,  it  is  impossible  that  we  can  get  through  the 
labor,  either  by  committee  or  otherwise,  of  exam- 
ining them  all,  and  consequently  we  never  can  to 
our  own  satisfaction  discharge  the  duty  which  de- 
volves upon  us.  I  am,  therefore,  altogether  op- 
posed to  the  amendment  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia. 

There  was  one  remark  made  yesterday  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  to  which  I  desire  to 
advert.  I  understand  him  as  objecting  to  the  bill 
because  we  appointed  a  paymaster  or  disbursing 
officer  without  demanding  and  obtaining  security. 
If  the  objection  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina be  worth  anything  against  the  bill  or  amend- 
ment reported  by  tlie  committee,  does  it  not  lie 
with  all  Its  force  against  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia?  The  amencJment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  which  proposes  to 
take  from  Congress  the  right  to  name  the  commis- 
sioners and  to  give  it  to  the  President,  contains 
the  very  same  provisions  in  regard  to  the  disburs- 
ing officer  who  is  to  pay  these  claims  in  California. 
If  the  disbursing  officer  is  not  to  give  security  ac- 
cording to  the  bill,  there  is  certainly  the  same 
insecurity  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Virginia.  But  in  my  opinion  there  is  no  danger  of 
insecurity  in  either  case.  A  disbursing  officer  must 
necessarily  give  security.  In  this  case  we  shall 
have  the  security  which  we  have  in  all  other  cases; 
and  we  want  no  more.  With  regard  to  the  other 
objections  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  (I 
mean  the  objections  independent  of  the  constitu- 
tional objection,)  the  amendment  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  submit,  and  which  I  intend  to  offer  at  the 
proper  time,  obviates  all  these  objections.  It  pre- 
cludes these  gentlemen  from  deciding  in  any  case 
in  which  they  may  be  themselves  interested.  It 
cuts  up  by  the  roots  all  the  objections  which  we 
have  heard  urged  about  the  danger  of  speculating 
in  these  claims,  and  subjects  these  commissioners 
to  the  same  responsibility,  the  same  oaths  which 
in  all  other  cases  are  enjoined  upon  persons  in  their 
situation. 

I  have  not  thought  it  necessary,  in  discussing 
this  question,  to  enter  into  the  consideration  of  a 
matter  which  was  very  much  debated  here,  whether 
these  persons  are  not  ''officers"  within  the  mean- 
ing of  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  gives 
the  President  the  power  of  a|ipoinlment.  I  do  not 
care  whether  they  are  called  officers  or  not.  You 
may  find  half  a  dozen  definitions  of  the  term  officer; 
but  what  I  mean  to  say  is,  that  one  clause  of  the 
Constitution  gives  the  legislative  power  to  Con- 
gress, and  another  clause  confers  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment upon  the  President.  The  two  clauses 
must  be  construed  together;  and  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment, given  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  must  not  be  so  construed  as  to  conflict  with 
the  legislative  power  of  Congress.  In  every  case 
in  which  the  appointment  or  designation  of  the 
commissioner  or  officer  is  necessary  to  the  due 
discharge  of  a  legislative  function,  tlie  great  con- 
stitutional provisions  that  ordain  Congress  and 
give  it  legislative  power  confer  the  power  to  make 
this  appointment.  The  general  ap|)ointing  power 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
power  incident  to  the  discharge  of  legislative  func- 
tions, which  rests  m  Congress,  are  entirely  recon- 
cilable. If  the  argument  of  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  were  sound,  it  would  deprive  us  of  the 


power  to  appoint  commissioners  to  take  evidence. 
If  good  for  anything,  the  argument  is  good  for 
that  extent;  if  not,  it  is  good  for  nothing. 

In  my  judgment,  then,  the  amendment  of  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  is  liable  to  con- 
stitutional objections,  and  does  not  remove  those 
which  have  been  urged  against  the  bill.  I  shall, 
therefore,  vote  against  it;  and  when  the  bill  comes 
up  for  consideration,  I  shall  move  the  amendment 
which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  send  to  the  desk  of 
the  Secretary. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland.  When  this  bill 
came  from  the  committee  in  the  first  instance,  and 
was  first  seen  by  me,  I  regarded  it  as  bein^  most 
clearly  objectionable,  upon  the  ground  which  I  am 
now  about  to  discuss — trenching  upon  the  consti- 
tutional power  of  the  Executive.  I  was  not  here 
when  the  bill  was  discussed  as  it  originally  stood; 
but  I  suppose  I  may  infer,  that  in  the  opinion  of 
the  majority  of  the  Senate,  that  discussion  was 
fatal  to  the  bill,  and  that  the  reference  to  the  com- 
mittee was  made  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  objec- 
tions which  were  urged  in  that'debate.  Now,  as 
preliminary  to  the  remarks  I  propose  to  offer,  I 
beg  leave  to  recall  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
the  provision  in  the  original  bill,  so  far  as  it  is  ma- 
terial to  the  point  at  issue.     It  was  this: 

"  Ami  for  the  purpose  of  ■isccrtainiiig  the  justice  and 
amount  of  sucli  part  of  said  claims  as  have  not  been  allowed 
or  authenticated  by  either  of  said  otlicers,  the  President  be, 
and  he  is  authorized,  to  appoint  a  board  consisting  of  John 
Charles  Frdniont  and  two  officers  of  said  battalion  while  in 
service." 

The  decision  of  the  board  was  to  settle  the  whole 
controversy  as  between  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  the  claimants;  and  the  objection 
to  the  provision  was,  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fre- 
mont was  one  of  the  parties  named  by  Congress 
to  constitute  the  board.  Since  then,  the  bill  has 
been  again  before  the  committee;  and  I  suppose, 
with  a  view  to  obviate  the  objection  which  seemed 
to  be  apparent  on  the  face  of  the  bill  to  some,  and, 
as  I  believe,  to  the  majority  of  the  Senate,  (or  it 
would  not  have  been  recommitted,)  the  present 
amendment  has  been  proposed.  In  my  opinion, 
it  does  not  obviate  the  objection.  The  original 
bill  named  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fremont,  and  lim- 
ited the  choice  of  the  President  in  the  selection  of 
the  others  to  two  officers  of  the  California  battal- 
ion.    The  provision  of  the  amendment  is: 

"  And  no  unascertained  claim  shall  be  paid  until  first  ex- 
amined hy  the  late  commander  of  the  California  battalion, 
J.  C.  Fremont,  and  by  the  late  commissary  and  the  late  pay- 
masterof  the  battalion,  Captain  Hensley  and  Major  Reading, 
and  allowed  by  them  or  a  inajorily  of  ttiein;  and  payment  of 
such  unascertained  claims,  as  soon  as  allowed  and  certified, 
shall  he  made  to  the  claimants  in  California  by  some  proper 
disbursing  officer,  duly  appointed  or  designated  for  that  pur- 
pose." 

So  far,  perhaps,  it  was  within  the  power  of  the 
Executive.  But  that  did  not  answer  the  purpose. 
The  purpose  is  not  only  to  exclude  claims  which 
shall  not  have  been  examined  and  allowed  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Fremont,  but  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  the  claims  which  shall  be  so  allov/ed; 
and  with  a  viev/  to  that  object,  the  amendment 
goes  on  to  say: 

"  And  all  claims  not  presented  and  allowed  within  one 
year  and  a  hall  from  the  time  of  passing  thi.s  bill  shall  be 
forever  barred;  and  the  compensation  of  the  examining 
persons  shall  be  according  to  that  of  their  respective  ranks 
iji  the  late  batialion,  and  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  appropria- 
tion contained  in  this  bill,  and  shall  make  return  of  their 
proceedings  to  the  War  Department." 

Now,  with  all  due  deference  to  the  committee, 
if  the  original  bill  was  liable  to  objection,  the 
amendment  is,  if  possilile,  still  more  objectionable. 
The  objection  to  the  original  bill  was,  that  we  took 
from  the  Executive  the  appointment  of  one  mem- 
ber of  aboard,  to  consist  of  three  persons,  limiting 
the  Executive  in  the  selection  of  the  remaining 
members;  and  the  object  of  the  committee,  in  good 
faith  of  course,  and,  as  they  supposed,  perfectly 
legitimate,  was  to  avoid  that  objection.  Their 
amendment  provides  for  the  ap]iointment  by  Con- 
gress of  all  the  members  of  the  board.  It  is  quite 
immaterial  whether  the  word  "appoint"  be  found 
in  the  law  or  not.  It  depends  uiion  the  character 
of  the  duty  to  be  performed.  The  original  bill 
says  that  the  judgment  of  the  board  is  to  be  final 
and  conclusive  on  the  subject  of  all  the  claim.s — 
final  against  the  Government  where  the  claims  are 
allowed— final  against  the  claimants  where  disal- 
lowed. 

Without  attempting  to  sho'w  that  the  provisions 
in  both  cases  are  precisely  alike,  or  that,  if  there 
be  any  difference,  it  is  rather  against  the  amend- 


1848. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


703 


ment,  I  now  proceed  to  inquire,  what  is  the  char- 
acter of  the  duty  to  be  performed?  1  suppose 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  that  duty  is  no  more 
nor  less  than  Judicial  in  its  character— strictly  ju- 
dicial; that  this  board  constitutes  an  inferior  court 
to  decide  between  the  United  States  and  suitors  to 
the  United  States,  whether  anything,  and  if  any- 
thing, what  is 'due  to  them  by  us?  Is  it  not  judi- 
cial ?  Why,  if  these  claims  are  all  known  and 
admitted  by  the  United  States,  pay  them  at  once. 
If  the  claimants  are  known,  and  the  amount  due 
to  each  is  known,  let  it  be  paid  at  once.  It  is  be- 
cause the  claims  of  these  individuals  are  not  adrnit- 
ted,  or  because,  if  there  be  any  admitted  to  exist, 
the  amount  is  not  admitted,  that  it  has  become 
important  to  appoint  a  board  to  ascertain  the 
facts,  and  to  decide  upon  the  facts,  and  the  law 
which  is  to  settle  the  existence  of  the  claims,  as 
well  as  the  amount  to  be  paid.  The  duty  of 
the  board,  then,  is  a  judicial  duty.  If  I  have 
read  aright  the  opinion  given  by  the  Supreme 
Court  upon  the  act  relating  to  the  pensions  of 
widows  and  orphans,  so  much  relied  upon  by  my 
friends  from  North  Carolina  and  Delawa!re,  [Mr. 
Badger  and  Mr.  Clayton,]  so  far  from  being  an 
authority  to  support  the  proposition  which  they 
advocate,  it  is,  I  think,  directly  the  other  way. 
First,  it  has  been  introduced  as  a  legislative  con- 
struction, and,  secondly,  as  a  judicial  interpreta- 
tion. A  word  on  both.  To  what  weight  is  it 
entitled  as  an  instance  of  legislative  construction? 
The  very  judicial  interpretation  relied  upon  by  my 
learned  friends  on  the  other  side  shows  that  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Judiciary  it  was  not  entitled  to  any 
weight  in  that  aspect.  I  have  got  the  law  before 
me,  and  no  man  can  read  it  without  perceiving  that 
the  question  asked  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Butler]  can  be  answered 
only  in  the  affirmative.  What  did  Congress  think 
when  they  passed  that  act?  That  they  had  au- 
thority to  exact  of  the  judges  the  performance  of 
the  duties  imposed.  Why,  clearly,  they  thought 
that  they  had  the  authority  to  impose  upon  the 
judges  the  duty  of  carrying  out  the  provisions  of 
that  act.  Whether  it  was  in  the  contemplation  of 
Congress  that  the  duties  were  judicial  or  extraju- 
dicial, is  quite  immaterial.  So  far  as  the  act  proves 
anything  of  the  opinion  of  Congress  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  constitutional  power,  it  demonstrates  that 
they  thought  they  had  a  right  to  exact  of  the 
judges  the  performance  of  these  duties.  Had  they 
any  such  authority?  Let  us  go  to  tlie  opinion 
relied  upon  for  a  different  purpose,  and  we  will 
find  that  the  judges  unanimously  decided,  that  if 
the  functions  which  they  were  called  upon  to  dis- 
charge by  that  act  were  not  judicial,  Congress  had 
no  right  to  impose  them  upon  them.  Why,  then, 
did  they  undertake  to  exercise  those  functions? 
They  go  on  to  say,  that  the  duties  devolved  upon 
them  by  the  act  did  not  partake  at  all  of  the  judi- 
cial character — that  they  look  to  other  employ- 
ments and  other  functions,  and  therefore  Congress 
had  no  power  to  impose  those  duties  upon  them. 
But  still  they  proceeded  to  execute  the  provisions 
of  the  act,  and  why?  Because  they  considered 
themselves  merely  as  commissioners,  although 
named  by  their  official  designation — that  they  were 
called  upon  to  perform  a  mere  ministerial  duly,  in 
the  discharge  of  which  they  were  willing  to  accede 
to  the  request  of  Congress.  How  did  they  come 
to  that  conclusion?  Upon  two  grounds:  that  what 
they  were  to  do  in  the  act  was  not  iinal,  and  that 
the  whole  was  to  be  returned  to  the  Secretary  of 
War.     This  is  their  language: 

"  That  neither  the  legislative,  nor  the  executive  braneli  can 
constiiutionnlly  assign  to  ihe  judicial  any  duties  but  such  as 
are  properly  judicial,  and  to  be  performed  in  a  judicial 
manner. 

"  That  the  duties  assigned  to  tlie  circuit  courts  by  tliis  act 
are  not  of  tliat  descMi))tion,  and  tliat  the  act  itself  does  not 
appear  to  contemplate  tlieni  as  such,  inasmuch  as  it  subjects 
the  di:ci.siOii.s  of  these  courts,  made  pursuant  to  thoscdulies, 
first  to  the  consideration  and  suspension  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  then  to  the  revision  of  the  Legislature;  whereas, 
by  the  Constitution,  neither  the  Secretary  of  War,  nor  any 
other  Executive  otiieer,  nor  even  the  Legislature,  are  au- 
thorized to  sit  as  a  court  of  errors  on  the  judicial  acts  or 
opinions  of  this  court." 

The  provision  of  the  law  to-whidh  they  referred 
was  this: 

"  Skc.  4.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Secretary  of 
War,  upon  receipt  ol  the  proofs,  certificate,  and  opijiion 
aforesaid,  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  duly  filed  in  his  otlice, 
and  place  the  name  of  such  ajiplicant  on  the  pension  list  of 
the  United  Slates,  in  conformity  tlicreto  :  Provided  always, 
Thai  in  any  case  where  the  said  Secretary  shall  have  cause 
to  suspect  imposition  or  mistake,  he  shall  have  power  to 
withhold,  tbii  name  of  uuch  applicant  from  ths  penuion  list, 


and  make  report  of  the  same  to  Congress  at  their  next 
session." 

As  a  legislative  construction  it  is  entitled  to  no 
weight.  If  it  proves  anything,  it  proves  that  Con- 
gress thought  they  had  a  right  to  impose  the  duty 
on  the  judges;  the  judges  decided  otherwise.  As 
a  judicial  construction  it  proves  nothing  but  this: 
if  you  are  disposed  and  I  am  willing  to  admit  that 
you  may  draw  that  inference,  that  the  judges 
would  have  taken  into  consideration  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  act.  What  is  this  bill?  Why,  it 
rfiakes  the  persons  named  the  judges  to  examine 
the  facts  and  decide  upon  them.  It  appropriates 
the  money  just  as  this  board  shall  think  that  the 
money  ought  to  be  appropriated.  It  distributes 
the  money  just  as  the  board  thinks  proper.  Now, 
I  know  that  there  is  a  difficulty  not  only  in  relation 
to  the  particular  question  which  is  before  the  Sen- 
ate, but  in  relation  to  many  other  questions  as  to 
the  respective  powers  of  the  various  departments  of 
the  Government.  It  is  not  in  every  instance  easy 
to  draw  a  distinct  line,  but  that  does  not  prove 
that  there  does  not  exist  a  line  of  demarcation  be- 
tween their  separate  powers.  It  has  been  pro- 
posed frequently,  for  many  years  past,  to  consti- 
tute a  board  to  decide  upon  all  claims  existing  now 
or  hereafter  against  the  Government.  NovV,  I  put 
it  to  Senators  whether  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
Legislature  to  appoint  that  board.  What  says  the 
Constitution? 

"  He  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  make  treaties,  provided  two-thirds  of  the 
Senators  present  concur ;  and  he  shall  nominate,  and  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint 
ambassadors,  other  public  ministers  and  consuls,  judges  of 
the  Suprejue  Court,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  United 
States,  whose  appointments  are  not  herein  otherwise  pro- 
vided for,  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law :  but  the 
Congress  may,  by  law,  vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferior 
otticers  as  they  think  proper  in  the  President  alone,  in  the 
courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  departments. 

Can  anybody  doubt  that  the  three  individuals 
named  in  this  act  will  be  officers  of  the  United 
Stales,  called  upon  to  discharge  these  particular 
functions.  What  are  they,  if  they  be  not?  Arethey 
the  officers  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
contradistinguished  from  officers  of  the  United 
States?  Is  there  such  a  thing  known  in  the  Con- 
stitution as  an  officer  of  the  legislative  power  as 
contradistinguished  from  an  officer  of  the  United 
Stales,  except  when,  in  the  words  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  legislative  bodies  are  authorized  to  appoint 
their  own  officers?  No.  The  moment  these  com- 
missioners come  into  existence  by  this  act,  they  at 
once  become  officers  of  the  United  States.  The 
only  question  remaining  is,  are  their  functions  such 
that  they  would  be  considered  as  having  been  ap- 
pointed merely  for  the  purpose  of  discharging  some 
duty  not  falling  within  the  range  of  those  duties 
contemplated  by  some  law  of  the  United  States. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr.  Clay- 
ton] tells  us  that  he  will  not  stop  to  inquire  whether 
these  gentlemen  will  not,  if  this  law  should  pass, 
be  officers  of  the  United  States,  within  the  mean- 
ing of  these  terms  as  used  in  the  Constitution.  He 
has  found  out  a  new  power  in  Congress;  and  what 
is  that?  It  is  in  the  terms  "  necessary  and  proper." 
How  did  he  make  it  out?  Several  Senators  who 
have  spoken  on  this  subject,  and  perhaps  all,  have 
agreed  that  there  are  no  three  men  in  the  United 
States  so  well  qualified  to  decide  upon  theseclaims 
as  the  gentlemen  named  in  the  act,  and  thereupon 
the  Senator  from  Delaware  gravely  concludes  that 
as  we  have  authority  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  to  carry 
into  execution  these  laws,  we  must  have  the  author- 
ity to  appoint  these  men. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  said  that  it  was  a  necessary 
incident  to  our  legislative  powers. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Just  so.  Let  us  examine 
that  position.  Why,  we  have  sometimes  thought 
on  this  side  of  the  Chamber,  that  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  misconduct  in  some  of  the  Executive  de- 
partments. In  the  opinion  of  some  of  us,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  not  faithfully  dis- 
charged his  duly.  The  Secretary  of  War  htis  also 
been  occasionally  denounced  for  neglecting  his 
duly,  or  for  mal-administration  of  his  oliice.  Well, 
now,  we  have  the  authority  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
to  raise  and  support  armies.  These  are  legislative 
powers.  Will  the  Senator  contend,  that  in  order 
to  carry  out  these  |)Owers  with  efficiency  and  fidel- 
ity, we  must  have  some  authority  to  appoint  the 
officers  who  are  to  collect  the  taxes,  and  conduct 
the  operations  of  the  army.  It  is  a  legislative 
power,  under  the  Constitution,  to  raise  and  isup- 


port  armies.  There  are  certain  men  in  the  United 
States,  in  the  opinion  of  Senators,  who  alone  are 
able  to  march  the  army  to  the  field  and  conduct  it 
to  victory.  Have  we,  then,  the  power  to  appoint 
these  officers?  To  make  the  declaration  of  war 
effectual — to  effect  our  object  in  raising  an  army, 
it  may  be,  in  our  opinion,  absolutely  necessary — 
and  I  mention  the  name  in  no  invidious  sense — to 
place  at  the  head  of  the  army  General  Winfield 
Scotrt.  Have  we  a  right,  then,  to  place  him,  by 
law,  at  the  head  of  the  army?  Again:  we  have  a 
right  to  levy  duties  and  lay  taxes,  to  pay  the  pub- 
lic debt,  and  provide  for  the  general  welfare  of  the 
United  States.  It  is  a  very  material  matter  to  be 
considered,  in  carrying  out  that  power,  to  whom 
shall  be  intrusted  the  duty  of  coHectino-  taxes.  I 
trust  one  man,  and  distrust  another.  Because  we 
are  clothed  with  legislative  power  to  lay  duties  on 
imports,  and  are  invested  with  authority  to  pass 
all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion all  our  legislative  powers,  we  will  name  the 
collectors.  I  defy  the  ingenuity  of  man — I.  speak 
now  of  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware— to  avoid  the  conclusion,  that  the  reasoning 
of  the  honorable  Senator,  if  pushed  to  its  legiti- 
mate result,  must  take  from  the  Executive  powers 
which  have  never  been  questioned. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  has  re- 
marked, and  perhaps  with  a  good  deal  of  truth, 
that  the  tendency  of  the  times  is  to  curtail  the  le- 
gislative and  enlarge  Executive  power.  It  gives 
me  no  alarm  and  never  has  at  any  period.  I  be- 
lieve now,  as  I  have  ever  believed,  that  the  power 
conferred  upon  the  Executive  by  the  Constitution 
in  two  of  the  particulars  most  censured,  and,  in 
the  opinion  of  some,  the  most  practically  mischiev- 
ous, is  indeed  the  most  wholesome  grant  of  power 
to  be  found  in  the  instrument — I  mean  the  power 
of  the  veto  and  the  power  of  appointment  to  office. 
I  believe,  as  firmly  as  I  do  in  my  own  existence, 
that  this  noble  Government  could  not  have  lasted 
to  the  present  day,  if  the  power  of  the  veto  had  not 
formed  a  part  of  the  Executive  power,  not  that  it 
has  not  been  abused,  and  in  some  cases  improp- 
erly exercised,  but  because  its  existence  has  pre- 
vented such  mischievous,  ruinous,  and  tyrannical 
legislation  as  would  have  caused  the  Union  to  fall 
into  fragments.  It  is  this  power  that  secures  to 
the  smaller  States  all  their  rights.  What  do  we 
often  see?  Popular  passion,  excited  and  inflamed, 
finding  its  way  into  the  halls  of  legislation,  and  the 
rights  of  the  minority  trampled  upon  in  violation 
of  all  the  guarantees  in  the  Constitution.  And 
what  more  than  anything  else  prevents  the  suc- 
cessful assaults  of  popular  passion  upon  the  guar- 
antees of  the  Constitution,  except  the  knowledge 
thai  there  exists  in  the  Government  one  man  who 
can  stop  it  until  the  question  is  submitted  to  the 
sober  good  sense,  belter  thought,  and  matured  con- 
sideration of.  the  people?  As  to  the  power  of  ap- 
pointment to  office,  if  I  were  called  upon  to  take  a 
part  in  the  formation  of  the  Constitution  to-mor- 
rovi^,  I  should  give  the  power  to  the  Executive. 
No  man  feels  higher  respect  for  the  Senate  of  the 
United  Stales,  or  Congress,  than  1  do;  but  there  is 
no  one,  at  all  familiar  with  the  constitution  of  le- 
gislative bodies,  who  could,  I  think,  consent  that 
either  House  of  Congress  should  exercise  such  a 
power.  I  admit  that  there  have  been  abuses  of  this 
power,  for  where  power  is  great  in  human  hands,  it 
will  be  abused.  But  to  talkof  the  abuse  of  this  pow- 
er in  the  hands  of  the  Executive,  and  that  a  remedy 
is  to  be  found  in  taking  it  upon  ourselves,  is  the 
extreme  of  folly.  Were  the  power  of  appointment 
to  office  vested  in  Congress,  the  most  mischievous, 
ruinous  results  would  follow.  The  number  of 
the  "  Federalist,"  upon  the  subject,  is  entitled  to 
great  consideration,  and  addresses  itself  most  fa- 
vorably to  the  understanding  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, written  by  Alexander  Hamilton,  who  ever 
wrote  with  a  pen  which  illumined  every  page  on 
which  it  was  employed.  He  shows  that  it  was 
not  only  better  to  place  the  power  in  the  hands 
of  the  President,  but  that  it  was  necessary  to  do 
so. 

But  what  right  has  my  friend  from  Delaware  to 
suppose  that  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
finding  the  three  persons  named  in  the  bill  to  be  the 
best  qualified  men  in  the  country,  will  not  appoint 
them  to  discharge  this  duly?  I  have  a  right  to 
infer,  if  he  is  an  honest  man,  and  I  am  not  here  to 
say  he  is  not — if  he  is  an  intelligent  man,  and  1  am 
not  here  to  deny  it,  that  the  same  evidence  that 
satisfies  the  Senate  that  these  men  ought  to  be  ap- 
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pointed,  will  satisfy  and  ought  to  satisfy  the  Presi- 
dent. I3ul  again:  iiow  does  the  Senator  know  that 
the  judgment  of  tlie  Senate,  which  he  imagines  to 
exist — and  I  believe  it  does,  so  far  as  I  know,  with 
respect  to  these  individuals — will  be  the  judgment 
of  the  House  r  They  are  to  go  through  an  ordeal 
of  two  hundred  and  thirty  members  of  the  other 
House.  I  do  not  speak  of  the  present  instance, 
but  party  considerations  may  come  to  interfere  with 
the  selection  of  individuals  to  perform  the  daties 
devolved  upon  them  by  acts  of  Congress,  if  the 
power  of  appointment  is  to  be  lodged  m  the  hands 
of  these  legislative  bodies.  Suppose  the  House 
does  not  decide  that  these  are  the  best  men  to  be 
selected,  and  that  they  insert,  instead  of  this  pro- 
vision, such  a  one  as  has  been  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mason,]  would  my 
friend  from  Delaware  then  reject  the  bill  ?  Why, 
certainly,  he  could  not  say  that  he  would  not  pass 
the  bill,  because  unless  these  men  were  appointed, 
our  legislative  power  will  not  be  properly  exercised. 
I  am  very  far  from  saying  a  word  in  disparage- 
ment of  either  of  the  gentlemen  named  in  the  bill. 
I  think  they  are  qualified  for  this  office;  but  what  I 
mean  to  say  is,  and  I  say  it  with  all  the  confidence 
which  we  can  have  in  such  a  case  as  this,  that  it 
will  be  a  great  deal  better  to  appropriate  the  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars  at  once,  and  pay  the 
money  into  the  hands  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Fre- 
mont forthwith,  and  let  him  go  to  California  and 
pay  the  claims,  than  strike,  as  1  conceive  we  shall 
do  in  the  passage  of  this  bill  in  its  present  form,  a 
blow  at  the  Constitution. 

A  word  on  another  topic,  and  I  have  done.  My 
friend  from  Texas,  [Mr.  Rusk,]  yesterday,  and  on 
a  former  occasion  in  which  he  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate upon  this  bill,  stated,  that  the  judgment  of 
these  arbitrators,  or  whatever  you  may  term  them, 
would  be  nothing  more  than  evidence  of  the  ex- 
istence of  these  claims.  It  is  not  so.  I  fully  admit 
that  we  can,  by  a  committee  of  our  own  body, 
have  testimony  taken  upon  which  the  Senate  is  to 
act.  I  admit  that  we  may  authorize  testimony  to 
be  taken  before  any  tribunal  existing,  or  we  may 
create  for  the  purpose  a  tribunal  to  take  it  and  re- 
port it  to  us,  and  on  which  we  are  to  act  in  our 
legislative  capacity,  and  in  order  to  enable  us  to  act 
in  that  capacity.  But  this  is  not  the  character  of 
this  bill.  What  these  commissioners  are  autho- 
rized to  do,  is  not  to  collect  the  evidence,  but  to 
decide  the  case  They  are  to  make  no  report  to  us, 
upon  which  we  are  afterwards  to  decide,  but  they 
are  of  themselves,  and  by  themselves,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  their  own  judgment,  to  settle  forever  the 
question,  whether  there  are  any  California  claims, 
and  if  any,  what  they  are,  and  how  much  is  due. 
It  is  as  strictly  judicial,  as  absolutely  final  upon  the 
•whole  matter  in  dispute  between  the  claimants  and 
the  United  States,  as  would  be  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  if  it  could  get 
there,  and  a  decision  of  that  tribunal  be  pronounced 
upon  the  case. 

Mr.  BADGER.  Before  I  proceed  with  the  re- 
marks which  I  design  to  offer,  it  is  proper  that  I 
should  make  a  preliminary  statement,  because  it 
is  just  to  others,  and  because  I  ought  to  apologize 
for  having  so  often  trespassed  on  the  attention  of 
the  Senate.  The  particular  provision  of  this  bill, 
■which  has  excited  so  long  and  so  earnest  a  discus- 
sion, was  a  [irovision  suggested  and  insisted  upon 
in  the  committee  by  myself.  It  originated  with 
me,  and  with  no  one  else.  So  far  as  1  know,  until 
1  suggested  it,  it  was  thought  of  by  no  one  else; 
and  1  suggested  it,  of  course,  under  the  impression 
that  we  iiad  a  right  to  adopt  the  provision,'  whifeh 
I  still  entertain,  notwithstanding  the  observations 
of  my  friend  from  Maryland;  and  because  I  chose, 
in  devolving  the  power,  to  dispose  of  this  amount 
of  public  money,  in  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
these  claims,  to  know  the  })ersons  on  whose  de- 
cision and  award  the  money  was  to  be  disposed 
of.  Without  entering  into  any  inquiry,  which,  I 
must  say,  was  unnecessarily  brought  forward  by 
my  friend  from  Maryland,  us  to  what  or  what 
■would  not  be  the  action  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  if  the  selection  was  left  to  him  I, 
for  one,  did  not  choose  to  commit  the  selection  as 
a  general  and  indefinite  subject  of  choice  to  the 
discretion  of  the  President  or  anybody  else.  But 
in  making  provision  for  the  ascertaining  and  j)ay- 
ment  of  claims  against  the  United  Stales,  arising 
in  the  peculiar  circumstances  which  characterize 
tliesc  California  claims — to  be  investigated  and 
decided  upon  in  a  foreign  country — I,  for  one,  was 


not  willing  that  this  duty  should  be  devolved  upon 
any  but  the  persons  selected  by  ourselves. 

After  this  statement,  I  beg  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  some  observations  in  reply  to  the  re- 
marks which  fell  from  my  friend  from  Maryland. 
In  the  first  place,  I  wish  to  notice  an  observation 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mason.] 
He  said,  if  I  understood  him  ariglit,  that  1  knew 
that  in  courts  of  law  nothing  was  considered  as  au- 
thority except  the  decision  or  adjudication  of  an 
appellate  tribunal. 

Mr.  MASON.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me,  1 
will  state  what  I  said.  I  remarked  that  the  Sena- 
tor from  North  Carolina  well  knew  that  in  a  court 
of  law  no  decision  was  taken  as  authority  but  that 
which  had  been  made  directly  upon  the  point  under 
consideration.  I  mean  by  that,  that  in  a  subordi- 
nate court  the  decision  of  an  appellate  court  is  the 
law  of  the  court. 

Mr.  BADGER.  So  1  understood  the  Senator. 
Before  I  proceed  to  examine  the  nature  and  char- 
acter of  the  precedents  relied  upon  here,  allow  me, 
in  reference  to  that  point,  to  say,  that  so  far  from 
understanding  it  to  be  as  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia supposes,  I  understood  that  the  authority 
which  guides  a  court  of  law  embraces  not  only  the 
case  of  an  express  adjudication  made  upon  the 
point,  and  made  in  a  higher  tribunal,  but  that,  in 
the  sense  in  which  we  use  the  term  "  authority," 
courts  of  law  consider  themselves  bound  by  their 
own  adjudication,  even  when  they  do  not  consti- 
tute the  appellate  tribunal.  They  feel  themselves 
bound  by  the  course  and  practice  of  their  own 
court.  They  feel  themselves  bound  by  the  judi- 
cial course  of  proceeding  of  their  predecessors  in 
office.  But  what  do  we  mean  by  thus  being  bound  ? 
Why,  of  course,  not  bound,  in  the  sense  in 
which  an  inferior  tribunal  is  bound  to  execute 
the  decision  of  the  superior  court.  The  inferior 
tribunal  is  bound  to  obey,  and  can  be  compelled  to 
obey.  But  by  authority  I  mean  those  judicial  meas- 
ures which  morally  coerce  the  determination  of 
the  judge,  whether  they  satisfy  his  understanding 
as  a  lawyer  or  not.  There  can  be,  of  course,  no 
physical  coercion — the  judge  is  not  liable  as  he 
would  be  for  his  contempt  of  the  mandate  of  a 
superior  tribunal;  but  he  is  judicially  coerced  to 
take  that  ground  because  it  has  been  so  decided. 
1  beg  to  refer  to  what  has  been  said  by  two  or 
three  distinguished  judges  on  this  subject.  [The 
honorable  Senator  quoted  from  Coke,Kenyon,  and 
others.]  These,  then,  are  the  great  principles  upon 
which  courts  of  justice  recognize  not  only  adjudi- 
cated cases,  but  the  constant  practice  of  the  courts, 
as  being  authority  to  direct  them  in  the  decisions 
to  which  they  come;  and  though,  upon  examina- 
tion, it  appears  that  "  wisdom  willeth  to  the  con- 
trary," they  cannot  for  that  reason  disregard  it. 
They  must  understand  that  if  there  had  been  just 
foundation  for  objection,  it  would  have  been  taken 
by  some  of  the  counsel  or  judges,  and  that  the 
point  would  not  have  been  permitted  to  pass  sub 
silentio.  It  is  a  necessary,  inevitable  rule.  Not- 
withstanding what  may  be  said  by  gentlemen  in 
theory,  and  said  with  great  sincerity,  as  it  was 
said  by  the  Senator  from  Virginia — and  I  know 
that  what  he  speaks  here  and  elsewhere  he  speaks 
sincerely — yet,  in  point  of  fact,  we  cannot  get 
along  with  the  administration  of  this  Government 
without  habitual  reference  to  the  precedents  estab- 
lished by  those  who  have  gone  before  us. 

I  now  beg  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  what 
was  said  by  my  friend  from  Maryland,  in  order  to 
escape  the  force  of  the  decision  of  the  judges  in 
1792:  and  let  me  say  that  what  was  ruled  by  them 
is  of  paramount  importance,  both  on  account  of  the 
person  who  wrote  it  and  the  time  when  it  was 
written.  That  eminent  person,  Chief  Justice  Jay, 
who  presided  in  the  circuit  court  which  came  to 
this  conclusion,  was  not  only  entitled  to  all  confi- 
dence and  respect  on  account  of  the  most  pure  and 
unsullied  integrity — integrity  never  surpassed  by 
tliat  possessed  by  any  human  being;  not  only  on 
account  of  his  eminent  legal  learning  and  high  men- 
tal powers;  but  because  it  so  happened  that  be- 
sides being  contemporaneous  with  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution  and  the  discussions  upon  it,  he 
fuinishesus  with  almost  an  authentic  interpreta- 
tion of  that  instrument.  Ho  had  studied  it  in  all 
its  parts,  and  the  time  when  this  decision  was  made 
was  immediately  after  the  Constitution  was  put  into 
operation.  There  was  no  party  excitement — no 
lieuts  to  distract  the  judgment  or  mislead  the  prop- 
er exercise  of  the  understanding — no  distrust  of 


the  great  and  good  man  then  at  the  head  of  this 
nation,  as  he  stood  prominently  before  the  world 
at  large.  It  was  a  question  decided  simply  upon 
intrinsic  merits.  Well,  now,  let  us  see  what  was 
decided.  My  friend  from  Maryland  and  myself 
do  not  agree  as  to  the  decision.  He  contends  that 
the  judges  decided  that  the  duties  devolved  upon 
them  were  judicial.  Why?  Because  the  judges 
were  to  do  nothing  but  simply  to  collect  testimony, 
and,  in  the  next  place,  they  were  not  to  decide 
judicially,  but  to  report  to  the  head  of  the  depart- 
ment. I  think  my  friend  is  entirely  mistaken  as 
to  what  the  enactment  is.  The  judges  were  not 
merely  to  collect  testimony,  for  the  second  section 
of  the  act  provides:  [The  honorable  Senator  read 
the  section  which  has  been  already  given.] 

Well,  now,  did  the  judges  understand  that  they 
were  merely  to  get  together  and  collect  testimony.'' 
No.  The  act  confines  them  to  no  such  duly,  but 
requires  their  decision  to  be  made,  their  opinion 
to  be  written,  and  transmitted  to  the  head  of  the 
department.  The  decision  of  the  court  was  both 
according  to  the  act  as  it  plainly  reads,  and,  what 
is  more  important  on  tire  present  occasion,  as  the 
judges  understood  it.  They  understood  it  to  be 
an  act  under  which  they  were  to  take  testimony, 
form  an  opinion,  and  certify  a  decision.  The  hon- 
orable Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Cal- 
houn] shakes  his  head.  He  will  have  an  oppor- 
tunity when  I  have  concluded  to  show  that  I  am 
in  error.  The  words  of  the  act  I  have  read,  and 
they  sustain  me  in  the  view  which  I  have  taken. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  shook  my  head  because 
the  practice  of  the  office  is  quite  the  contrary. 

Mr.  BADGER.     What  office? 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  The  Pension  Office— under 
the  direction  of  the  War  Department.  The  prac- 
tice is  entirely  different. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  have  not  said  one  word  about 
the  practice  of  the  Pension  Office.  It  may  be  any- 
thing or  nothing. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  The  Senator  spoke  of  the 
decision  of  the  judges  as  being  final  in  the  pension 
cases. 

Mr.  BADGER.  I  stated,  as  a  pertinent  answer 
to  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  that  the  judges  of 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  did  not  con- 
sider that  they  were  discharging  a  mere  ministerial 
function  in  collecting  testimony,  but  that  they  were 
to  come  to  an  opinion  and  certify  their  decision; 
and  one  of  their  objections  to  the  act  was,  that 
their  decision  was  to  be  reconsidered,  and  did  not 
operate  by  its  own  power.  The  judges  say  that 
they  decline  to  execute  the  duties'  imposed  upon 
them.  The  duties  imposed  upon  them  were  not 
judicial,  and  the  Legislature  did  not  contemplate 
them  to  bejudicial.  What, then, did  the  judgesdo? 
This  is  the  real  point  of  the  matter.  This  is  an 
act  of  Congress,  which  says  that  the  judges  of  the 
circuit  courts  shall  exercise  certain  functions.  The 
judges  say,  thatas  judges  of  the  circuit  court.  Con- 
gress has  no  right  either  to  compel  us  to  exercise 
these  functions,  or  to  confer  them  upon  us.  So  far 
as  the  act  was  an  attempt  to  confer  anything  upon 
the  judges,  as  judges,  it  was,  so  far  as  the  opinion 
went,  annulled.  Whatdo  thejudgessay  next?  That 
they  will  understand  the  act  as  appointing  them  com- 
missioners by  official  instead  of  personal  descrip- 
tion. For  instance,  the  judges  say  that  they  will 
understand  the  act  to  mean,  that  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  John  Jay,  and  the  other  two  judges 
named,  shall  be  commissioners.  Then  the  judges 
assume  that  Congress  could  by  the  act  have  ap- 
pointed three  commissioners  by  name,  for  the 
ground  upon  which  they  act  is,  that  Congress 
have  appointed  three  individuals,  not  as  officers, 
describing  them  by  their  official  instead  of  personal 
description.  They  say  it  is  a  tender  of  an  office 
to  them;  for  they  say,  "  as  therefore  the  business 
'  assigned  this  court  by  the  act  is  riot  judicial,  nor 
'directed  to  be  performed  judicially,  the  act  can 
'  only  be  considered  as  appointing  commissioners 
'  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  it  by  oiiicial  instead 
'  of  personal  descriptions."  The  judges  regard 
themselves  as  the  commissioners  designated  by 
this  act,  and,  therefore,  being  at  liberty  to  accept 
or  decline  that  office.  And  what  did  they  do? 
Why,  they  proceed  to  accept  the  office  and  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  it;  and  with  an  extreme  soli- 
citude to  show  that  they  had  not  assumed  these 
duties  as  judges,  they  adjourned  the  court  from 
day  to  day  as  usual,  and  in  the  intervals  heard  this 
evidence,  and  formed  the  opinion  which  the  law 
required.     How  is  it  possible,  if  lliis  case  is  to  be 
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respected,  that  the  ingenuity  of  man  can  get  over 
it?  What  is  the  case  now  before  the  Senate?  It 
is  to  appoint  certain  persons  to  discharge  certain 
functions,  which  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
say  constitute  an  office.  Well,  in  a  certain  sense 
of  the  word  "office,"  I  shall  not  deny  it.  But  it 
is  said  that  we  have  no  power  to  designate  those 
as  the  individuals  who  are  to  perform  these  duties. 
But  precisely  the  same  thing  was  done  in  the  act 
of  '92,  and  the  judges  declared  that  Congress  had 
the  undoubted  power  to  name  these  commission- 
ers, and  that  they  had  the  right  either  to  accept  or 
decline  the  office  of  commissioners,  on  which  they 
proceed  to  accept  and  discharge  the  duties. 

My  friend  from  Maryland  has  discovered  a  very 
ingenious  mode  of  getting  rid  of  the  weight  of  this. 
He  says  that  the  judges  in  that  case  determined 
.that  the  duties  were  not  judicial;  and  that,  there- 
fore, there  is  no  precedent  here;  and  why?  He 
says  that  the  duties  conferred' upon  the  persons 
named  in  the  amendment  to  the  bill  are  strictly 
judicial  duties.  His  whole  argument  is  based  upon 
that,  and  yet,  if  I  understand  it,  he  has  no  objection 
to  the  amendment  offered  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Virginia.  Let  us  look  into  this  for  a  moment. 
He  has  asked,  very  triumphantly,  if,  under  the 
Constitution,  there  are  any  officers  known  except 
officers  of  the  United  States?  I  reply  by  another 
interrogatory — is  tliere  any  judicial  power  known 
under  this  Constitution  but  the  judicial  power  of 
the  United  States  ?  I  presume  the  answer  must  be 
in  the  negative.  Well,  then,  is  my  friend  willing 
to  vote  for  the  provision  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Virginia?  The  provision  of  the  Constitution 
is  clear  and  express,  that  the  whole  judicial  power 
of  the  United  States — there  is  no  exception — shall 
be  vested  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  such  inferi- 
or tribunals  as  the  Congress  may  from  time  to  time 
ordain  and  establish;  and  thatthe  judges  of  all  these 
courts  shall  hold  their  office  during  good  behaviour. 
Now,  if  my  friend  be  sincere — and  no  doubt  he  is, 
there  is  no  man  more  sincere  than  he,  as  there  is 
no  man  more  generally  correct;  buton  this  occasion 
he  is,  I  think,  singularly  mistaken — if  he  be  correct 
in  maintaining  that  the  powers  to  be  exercised  by 
these  commissioners  are  judicial  powers,  must  he 
not  admit  that  they  cannot  be  conferred  except  upon 
a  court  of  the  United  States  ?  This  is  clear.  The 
Constitution  is  imperative.  No*human  ingenuity 
can  make  a  difficulty  aljout  it.  Well  now,  he  must 
take  one  side  or  the  other.  If  the  power  be  judi- 
cial, he  cannot  confer  it  upon  the  commissioners; 
he  must  confer  it  upon  a  court  If  it  be  not  a  judi- 
cial power  within  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  the  argument  of  the  Senator  falls  to  the 
ground.  He  may  lake  either  horn  of  the  dilemma. 
It  is  impossible  that  he  can  escape  from  it,  with  all 
his  learning,  and  aquteness,  and  long  experience 
in  the  courts.  It  is  a  judicial  power,  or  it  is  not. 
He  affirms  it  to  be  judicial.  Then  it  can  be  invested 
only  in  a  court  of  the  United  States.  If  not  judi- 
cial, his  argument  falls,  for  it  is  based  upon  that 
assumption. 

I  do  not  understand  the  Senator  as  denying  that 
Congress  may  appoint  an  arbitrator.  So  far  as  I 
know,  that  has  not  been  denied  by  any  gentleman 
who  has  spoken  on  the  subject.  Are  not  the  func- 
tions of  arbitrators  judicial?  How  are  they  de- 
scribed in  the  ordinary  language  of  the  books  ?  An 
arbitrator,  instead  of  being  a  judge  appointed  by 
public  authority  to  decide,  is  a  private  judge  nomi- 
nated by  the  parties  in  the  controversy.  Can  any- 
thing be  clearer?  What  was  the  question  about 
the  Pea  Patch  Island? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  (in  his  seat.)  Did  the  Senator 
ever  hear  of  an  ex  parte  arbitrator? 

Mr.  BADGER.  1  shall  notice  that  before  I 
have  done.  The  Senator  is  something  like  my 
honorable  friend  from  Maryland;  he  did  not  sur- 
vey the  whole  ground  before  he  ventured  his  po- 
sition. It  is  conceded  that  we  can  appoint  an 
arbitrator.  It  is  beyond  dispute  that  the  functions 
of  an  arbitrator  are  judicial.  It  is,  therefore,  mani- 
fest, whatever  other  difficulty  may  exist,  that  so 
far  as  the  argument  of  my  friend  from  Maryland 
(which  he  brought  forward  with  a  considerable  air 
of  triumph, and  announced  as  conclusive)  ia  conelu- 
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sive,  if  against  anything,  it  is  conclusive  against  the 
bill  in  either  of  the  forms  contemplated,  aYid  makes 
it  necessary  that  we  should  establish  a  court  and 
make  judges  for  good  behavior.  But  I  was  about 
to  remark,  that  this  unusual  mode  of  interpretation 
would  place  us  in  this  extraordinary  position.  He 
says  that  to  audit  and  settle  accounts  against  the 
United  States  is  a  judicial  power  within  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  judicial 
power  cannot  by  law  be  treated  otherwise  than  as 
a  judicial  power.  And  yet  he  admits  that  we  may 
authorize  any  of  our  committees,  if  we  please,  to 
examine  into  these  claims,  to  produce  the  evidence 
and  to  furnish  it  to  us,  and  that  then  we  can  decide 
the  claims,  and  that  whfen  we  have  "come  to  a  con- 
clusion we  can  act  upon  it  and  pay  the  money. 
Welljithen,  if  to  examine  into  claims  be  a  judicial 
power,  where  did  Congress  get  that  power?  Where 
can  it  be  devolved,  according  to  the  plain  letter  of 
the  Constitnti(m,  but  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States'f  What  is  the  result?  We  cannot  adopt 
such  an  interpretation  of  the  Constitution.  It 
would  not  only  make  the  Constitution  mischiev- 
ous, but  impracticable.  It  would  make  it  not  only 
inoperative  as  beneficially  as  it  might  operate,  but 
would  prevent  it  from  moving  at  all.  If  this  rule  be 
true,  the  business  of  Government  cannot  be  carried 
on  a  day.  Are  not  claims  settled,  audited,  and  de- 
termined upon,  and  paid  by  your  Committee  of  Ac- 
counts in  this  Chamber,  and,  when  so  settled,  are 
paid  by  disbursing  officers  of  this  body  from  the 
contingent  fund  placed  as  their  disposal?  As  was 
said  by  my  friend  from  Kentucky  the  other  day, 
is  it  not  clear,  and  such  must  be  the  effect,  that  to 
a  certain  extent  there  are  powers  of  an  Executive 
character  which  we  exercise,  of  a  legislative  char- 
acter that  the  judges  exercise,  and  of  a  judicial 
kind  that  we  exercise?  How  are  we  to  ascertain 
the  true  boundaries  upon  this  subject?  I  humbly 
apprehend  by  no  other  possible  rule  than  that  of 
plain  common  sense,  unless  we  intend  to  embar- 
rass ourselves  at  every  step  by  technical  difficul- 
ties. We  are  to  interpret  the  Constitution  accord- 
ing to  the  sense  in  which  it  was  formed  by  the  plain 
men  who  were  its  authors,  and  put  it  into  execu- 
tion. We  are  to  continue  to  carry  it  out  as  it  has 
been  executed  heretofore,  without  a  doubt  express- 
ed from  any  quarter  sufficiently  eminent  to  have 
it  handed  down  to  us.  As  was  well  said  by  my 
friend  from  Delaware,  Congress  is  charged  with 
this  special  duty,  of  paying  the  debts  of  theUnited 
States;  and  is  it  not  a  strange  and  extraordinary 
interpretation  to  say  that  Congress  may  not  ascer- 
tain and  pay  the  debts  of  the  United  States,  with- 
out calling  in  the  action  of  the  Executive  branch 
of  Government  to  assist  them  ?  That  is  the  neces- 
sary result  of  his  argument  when  pushed  to  its 
extreme.  We  cannot  even  pay  the  charges  against 
our  contingent  fund  without  an  appeal  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive— if  the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  be  sound.  The  whole  Government  be- 
comes impracticable,  if  such  be  the  true  interpre- 
tation of  the  Constitution. 

The  case  put  by  the  Senator  from  Maryland, 
about  appointing  a  general  to  take  charge  of  the 
army,  so  far  from  interfering  with  my  argument, 
strongly  confirms  it.  We  propose  to  ascertain  and 
pay  a  debt.  That  is  the  exercise  of  a  function  con- 
ferred upon  us  by  the  Constitution.  With  regard 
to  this  case  also,  the  honorable  Senator  entirely 
overlooks  the  fact,  that  although  Congress  has  the 
power  to  declare  war,  and  therefore,  as  I  conceive 
— though  some  gentlemen  do  not  even  admit  that — 
as  an  incident  to  the  power  of  declaring  war,  the 
right  to  declare  the  purpose  for  which  the  war  is 
to  be  waged,  yet  it  is  conceded  by  all  that  as  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  commander-in-chief  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  the  actual  direction  of 
the  army  must  be  in  his  hands.  Tlierefore,  if  we 
were  to  undertake  by  law  to  appoint  officers  in  his 
army,  it  would  obviously  be  a  violation  of  the  Con- 
stitution. My  friend  also  lays  down,  that  where 
the  power  in  question  is  purely  legislative,  it  fol- 
lows that  Congress  has  a  right  to  adopt  just  ex- 
actly the  agents  for  its  execution  that  they  deem 
most  proper.     Where  the  power  is  of  an  executive 


character  the  officer  must  be  appointed  by  the  Pres- 
ident. 

My  friend  from  Maryland  conceives  that  the 
amendment  is  more  exceptionable  than  the  original 
provision  of  the  bill,  because  the  latter  named  only 
one  of  the  persons,  whereas  the  former  names  all 
three.  Now  I  say,  on  the  contrary,  to  him,  that 
for  that  very  reason  I  consider  the  amendment  a 
great  deal  better  than  the  bill;  for  what  is  the  ob- 
jection with  respect  to  the  constitutional  power? 
Beyond  all  doubt,  if  we  name  one  of  the  gentle- 
men, we  can  name  the  three;  and  therefore  the 
amendment  remains  on  the  same  footing  as  if  one 
only  were  named.  I  had  supposed  that  it  was. 
generally  understood  that  the  amendment  would 
be  satisfactory;  not,  as  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land suppo.ses,  that  the  recommitment  was  made 
because  a  majority  of  the  Senate  was  opposed  to 
the  bill,  but  because  some  Senators  were  of  opin- 
ion that  debate  and  difficulty  would  ensue.  Some 
debate  had  sprung  up,  and  it  was  thought  advisable 
to  avoid  the  delay  which  discussion  would  occa- 
sion, and  that,  therefore,  it  was  advisable  to  pre- 
sent an  amendment  which  would  obviate  the  objec- 
tions that  had  been  urged.  What  does  the  bill 
propose?  He  says  that  it  devolves  judicial  pow- 
ers. What  are  they?  Why,  there  are  certain 
claims,  the  amounts  of  which,  and  the  persons  to 
whom  due,  are  not  ascertained.  This  bill  appoints 
three  persons,  with  authority  to  examine  into  these 
claims,  and  provides,  that  upon  their  certificate  the 
claims  shall  be  paid.  Now,  the  Senator  admits 
that  Congress  has  the  right  to  prescribe  rules  of 
evidence,  and  this  bill  only  provides  that  the  cer- 
tificates of  these  commissioners  shall  be  evidence 
of  the  justice  of  these  claims.  He  admits  that 
there  is  no  objection,  provided  they  all  shall  under- 
go the  supervision  of  Congress  or  heads  of  depart- 
ments. But  if  Congress  has  the  right  to  prescribe 
what  shall  be  prima  facie  evidence,  where  is  there 
a  constitutional  prohibition  against  their  prescrib- 
ing what  shall  be  conclusive  evidence?  What  is 
the  course  of  all  legislative  bodies?  Some  evidence, 
they  make  presumptive;  some  prima  facie ;  some 
absolutely  conclusive,  beyond  which  none  of  the 
parties  can  go.  The  very  recital  in  the  preamble 
of  a  general  statute  of  the  existence  of  a  certain 
state  of  facts  is  not  only  high  evidence,  but,  as 
I  conceive,  conclusive  evidence  in  every  court. 
In  England,  even  the  statement  of  certain  facts 
in  a  proclamation  issued  by  the  ^vereign,  and 
published  in  the  State  gazette,  is  prima  facie  evi- 
dence in  all  courts  of  the  existence  of  such  facts. 
All  governments  exercise  this  power,  and  the  busi- 
ness of  no  government  can  go  on  without  it.  What 
are  these  men  to  do?'  I  am  not  disputing  about 
terms,  but  about  the  substance  of  things.  No 
matter  whether  they  certify  to  the  existence  of 
claims  upon  their  own  knowledge,  or  by  the  knowl- 
edge of  others  communicated  to  them,  their  certifi- 
cate is  nothing  but  an  authority  to  the  proper  pay- 
master or  disbursing  officer  to  pay  the  amount 
which  is  ascertained  to  be  due.  I  have  said  that 
I  do  consider  it  highly  expedient  to  appoint  these 
commissioners.  An  unbroken  course  of  action  on 
the  part  of  this  Government,  and,  if  I  am  capable 
of  understanding  it,  the  solemn  decision  of  a  high 
tribunal,  shows  that  Congress  have  the  power  to 
confer  upon  these  persons  the  power  to  discharge 
the  duties  presented  by  the  bill  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  rise,  before  the  question  is 
put,  to  make  a  very  few  remarks  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Delaware  to  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  committee,  which  will,  1 
suppose,  in  point  of  order,  be  put  first.  That 
amendment  provides  that  these  officers,  commis- 
sioners, or  whatever  they  may  be  called,  shall  be 
sworn  to  perform  their  duties  faithfully;  secondly, 
that  they  shall  not  decide  upon  any  claims  in  which 
any  of  them  may  be  interested;  and  thirdly,  that 
in  cases  where  any  claim  has  been  transferred,  the 
assignee  shall  receive  no  furllior  compensation  than 
the  amount  which  they  paid  for  the  clann  with 
legal  interest.  This  amendment  deserves  a  good 
deal  of  consideration.  I  am  struck  with  the  use 
of  the  word  "appoint"  in  it.  It  says  "  the  per- 
sons appointed  to  perform  these  duties.  '     If  you 
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look  to  the  nmendment  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee, you  will  find  that  the  use  of  tiie  word  "  ap- 
point" is  moat  carefully  eschewed.  You  cannot 
find  lliat  word,  nor  any  one  of  tantamount  mean- 
injj,  in  the  amendment,  from  beginning  to  end.  I 
will  not  say  that  this  avoidance  of  the  use  of 
that  term  was  designed,  but,  certainly  great  care 
seems  to  have  been  taken  to  avoid  the  use  of  this 
word.  Now,  without  going  into  verbal  criticism, 
let  me  ask,  what  is  tlie  force  of  the  word  "  appoint?" 
You  do  not  "  appoint"  to  an  employment.  That 
was  never  heard  of.  You  "  appoint"  to  oifice.  It 
is  the  specific  word  which  is  always  used  in  that 
connection;  and,  therefore,  I  have  been  struck  at 
the  occurrence  of  this  word  in  llie  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Delaware.  The  human  mind  is 
a  curious  organ;  and  the  force  of  habit  will  often 
lead  to  the  use  of  terms  of  which  the  person  may 
not  be  conscious.  I  take  this  to  be  a  case  of  that 
description.  Tlie  term  "  appoint"  is  legitimate  in 
_  this  connection,  and  has  crept  into  the  amendment, 
"  though  carefully  avoided  in  the  original  bill  anil 
amendment  of  the  committee.  Again:  the  amend- 
ment acknowledges  that  the  exercise  of  the  powers 
conferred  iqion  fliese  commissioners  is  liable  to  be 
very  greatly  abused.  Without  this  amendment, 
the  bill  would  allow  the  commissioners  to  decide 
upon  claims  in  which  they  are  personally  interested. 
It  is  well  to  guard  against  that.  Not  that  I  sup- 
pose that  these  oificers  would  alsuse  the  power,  but 
there  is  a  lialjiliiy  to  abuse.  The  amendment  in- 
dicates another  great  abuse  to  which  there  is  a  lia- 
bility under  the  oi'iginal  bill.  These  claims  in  the 
wilds  of  California  are  in  the  hands  of  persons  who 
know  nothing  of  their  value;  who  are  conversant 
only  with  Mexican  faith,  which  is  no  faith  at  all; 
and,  as  they  put  very  little  value  upon  Mexican 
paper,  they  may  estimate  all  other  paper  equally 
low,  and  may  have  passed  oft'  these  claims  for  a 
mere  basatelle.  Here  is  an  obvious  .source  of  great 
abuse,  against  which  the  original  bill  and  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee  do  not  make  the  slightest 
provision.  But,  while  attempting  to  guard  against 
this  abuse,  the  Senator  ought  to  have  guarded 
against  all  otlier  abuses;  and,  from  stem  to  ster)i, 
the  whole  of  it  is  subject  to  abuse.  What  is  the 
whole  amount  of  this  thing  ?  You  withdraw  from 
the  regular  settlement  to  which  all  such  claims  in 
all  othercasesare  subject — claimsagainst  this  Gov- 
ernment to  the  amount  of  seven  hundred  thousand 
dollars — and  transfer  their  settlement  to  the  three 
individuals  named  in  this  amendment. 

There  is  not  a  particle  of  responsibility  in  the 
whole  matter.  There  is  nothing  comes  before  the 
Government  but  the  certificate  of  these  gentlemen. 
The  importance  of  the  routine  of  examination  be- 
fore all  the  regularly-cot^tituted  officers,  can  only 
be  appreciate^  by  those  who  have  had  some  prac- 
tice in  it.  I  claim  the  honor  of  instituting  this 
process  of  examination,  and  it  has  saved  to  the 
Government  many  thousands  of  dollars  annually. 
When  1  became  Secretary  of  War,  I  found  all  the 
accounts  were  sent  uj)  to  the  treasury  without  pass- 
ing through  the  W^ar  Department  at  all.  I  found 
there  were  great  abuses.  An  act  was  passed, 
drawn  up  by  myself,  in  which  I  inserted  the  pro- 
vision, that  all  accounts  should  pass  through  the 
several  bureaus,  and  if  all  was  found  to  be  right 
after  examination,  they  should  be  endorsed  by  the 
heads  of  the  Imreaus,  before  presentation  at  the 
treasury  for  payment.  What  was  the  eflect  of 
this.''  I  found  the  Medical  department  costing  the 
Government  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year. 
I  brought  this  expenditure  down  to  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars.  Other  expenditures  were  sub- 
jected to  the  same  process.  The  clothing  accounts 
were  reduced  two-thirds;  the  quartermasters'  ac- 
counts one-half.  The  expenditures  of  the  depart- 
ment were  bron^rht  down  from  four  millions  to  two 
millions  one  hundred  thou.-and. 

From  the  h^ads  of  bureaus  the  accounts  were 
sent  to  the  Auditor,  an  officer  whose  name  indicates 
hi.s  duty,  und  then  to  the  Comptroller,  the  highest 
officer  of  the  treasury^ before  they  were  finally 
paid.  And  you  give  lo  tluse  gentlemen  the  same 
power  that  is  confided  to  all  iho.se  officer.^.  Can 
this  be  right?  I^fone  of  these  ofliix-rs  have  equita- 
ble jurisdiction,  yet  the.sc  gentlemen  are  clothed  by 
this  bill  with  unlimited  powers.  All  this  may  be 
very  safe   in   the   present  case.     That  is  not  the 

?ucstion  I  make  at  all;  but  i.s  it  safe  as  a  precedent? 
put  it  solemnly  to  gentlemen  opiiosite. 
Mr.  RUSK.  I  simply  wiah  to  ask  this  question: 
If  this  expedition  luid  been  under  the  authority  of 


the  United'States,'and  Colonel  Fremont  had  been 
commanding  on  detached  service,  would  it  not  have 
been  competent  for  him  to  have  made  the  requisi- 
tions, and  for  the  quartermaster  to  have  supplied 
them  on  the  spot,  and  for  the  paymaster  to  have 
paid  the  amount  there,  without  going  through  these 
forms  which  the  honorable  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  has  been  describing? 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  No  question  at  all  about  that; 
buteach  officer  would  haveacted,  in  that  case,  upon 
his  individual  responsibility. 

Now,  I  put  this  important  question:  If  you  ap- 
point this  board  of  officers,  where  is  the  responsi- 
bility? What  duty  is  to  be  performed  by  the 
officer  who  is  to  jiay  the  claims  allowed  by  this 
board?  No  other  than  that  which  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  would  have  to  do  in  regard  to 
accounts  which  had  regularly  passed  through  all 
the  forms  of  examination.  The  certificate  of  the 
board  is  his  warrant  for  paying  the  money,  and 
he  is  relieved  from  all  responsibility.  We  have 
had  precedent  after  precedent  quoted  which  are  not 
at  all  analogous.  A  very  brief  view  will  enable  us 
to  determine  as  to  whether  the  duties  assigned  to 
these  men  are  official  duties  or  not;  whether  their 
functions  are  tliose  of  officers  or  not.  Certainly 
they  are  official  duties  of  the  highest  character. 
Is  the  Commissary  General  not  an  officer?*  They 
perform  his  duty,  or  ought  to  do  it.  Is  the  Audi- 
tor not  an  officer?  They  must  perform  all  his 
duties,  or  ought  to  do  it.  Is  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury  not  an  officer?  They  are  to  perform 
all  his  duties,  or  ought  to  do  it.  And  yet,  per- 
forming all  these  duties,  it  is  solemnly  argued  here, 
day  after  day,  that  they  are  not  to  discharge  official 
duties — that  they  are  not  officers.  If  they  are  not, 
in  the  name  of  Heaven,  what  are  they?  Extend 
this  case.  It  is  not  only  in  California  tiial  military 
operations  have  been  carried  on;  we  have  had  some 
in  New  Mexico,  and  some  further  south  under 
General  Taylor;  others,  on  a  larger  scale,  under 
General  Scott.  ^  Are  you  willing  to  adopt  the  same 
process  in  these  cases?  Who  would  dream  of  such 
a  thing?  Who  would  be  bold  enough  to  come 
here,  and  propose  that  General  Scott  and  his  pay- 
master and  his  commissary  should  constitute  a 
board  to  adjust  all  the  accounts,  and  draw  and  pay 
away  the  money  ?  Who  would  say  that  this  would 
be  a  safe  depository  of  power?  Who  would  say, 
if  they  were  authorized  thus  to  act,  that  they  would 
not  be  officers,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  such  as 
I  have  described?  Can  any  man  do.ubt  it?  There 
may  be  greater  reason  for  deviating  from  the  ordi- 
nary process  in  settling  these  claims,  but  the  cases 
are  in  every  respect  analogous;  and  there  are  a 
thousand  cases  where  the  difficulty  would  be  as 
great  as  in  California.  Why,  the  whole  country 
would  be  startled,  amazed,  at  the  adoption  of  such 
a  course  of  proceeding  as  this. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  will  briefly  reply  to  the' 
objections  that  have  been  raised  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  to  the  amendment  which  I 
have  offered.  His  first  objection  is,  that  I  have 
used  the  word  "  appointed"  in  reference  to  these 
gentlemen  who  are  to  settle  these  claims  in  Cali- 
fornia. I  am  entirely  willing  to  modify  the  phrase, 
and  substitute  the  word  "  designate,"  or  "  name," 
but  the  word  appoint  is  in  itself  a  word  of  the  same 
import.  I  have  a  dictionary  here  of  the  highest 
authority,  and  I  find  that  the  first  definitions  of  the 
word  "appoint"  are  to  "allot,"  "assign,"  or 
"  designate,"  and  as  an  illustration  the  following 
is  given:  "  Aaron  and  his  sons  shall  appoint  every 
one  his  service. "  So  much  for  that.  Now  for  the 
second  objection  of  the  honorable  Senator. 

The  Senator,  commenting  on  the  report  of  the 
committee,  says,  thatunder  such  a  provision,  Col- 
onel Fremont,  and  those  associated  with  him,  will 
be  authorized  to  settle  their  own  claims.  I  offered 
my  amendment,  not  because  I  supposed  that  it 
was  contemplated  by  the  committee  that  they 
should  settle  their  own  claims,  but  because  the  ob- 
jection was  raised  yesterday,  and  it  was  to  exclude 
any  such  inference.  The  committee  said  nothing 
about  whether  they  were  to  settle  their  own  claims 
or  not,  nor  have  1  ever  heard  it  suggested  as  being 
neces.sary  when  a  man  is  appointed  as  a  judge,  or 
to  decide  u[)on  claims,  that  there  should  be  an  ex- 
press provision  accompanying  the  appointment, 
that  he  should  decide  no  case  of  his  own.  Such  a 
thing  is  unnecessary.  Yet,  I  introduced  this  into 
the  amendment,  for  the  purpose  of  excluding  any 
possible  inference  that  they  might  do  .so.  As  to 
the  other  point,  it  merely  provides  that  if.any  per- 


sons speculate  in  these  claims,  they  shall  not  spec- 
ulate to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Government.  But 
the  gentleman  leaves  the  amendment  and  goes  into 
a  discussion  of  the  general  subject.  His  objection 
is  to  the  payment  of  the  clainis  in  this  way.  He 
says  they  should  be  subjected  to  the  ordinary 
forms  of  examination,  and  the  number  of  offices 
through  which  they  would  necessarily  pass  will 
furnish  a  salutary  check.  Itwas  for  the  very  pur- 
pose of  preventing  the  monstrous  injustice  that 
would  be  done  to  the  individuals  who  have  these 
claims,  that  the  measure  was  introduced.  Vv'ho 
are  these  claimants?  They  are  men  residing  sev- 
eral thousand  miles  away,  men  destitute  of  means, 
and  to  say  that  they  shall  come  here  and  pursue 
their  claims,  is  to  say,  that  they  shall  never  receive 
a  dollar.  The  object  of  the  measure  is  lo  aflord  a 
competent  tribunal  where  they  may  be  heard,  and 
their  claims  adjusted.  The  gentleman  objects,  be- 
cause the  usual  formalities  will  not  be  observed. 
How  is  it  in  all  cases  where  commissioners  have 
been  a;)pointed?  Take  the  treaty  of  Paris,  or  the 
treaty  resp.ecting  the  Spanish  claims.  The  certifi- 
cates of  the  commissioners  in  those  and  all  similar 
cases,  were  by  law  made  conclusive  evidence  of  the 
claims,  and  when  presented  at  the  department  they 
were  immediately  paid.  The  certificates  of  the 
board  of  commissioners  in  this  case  will  be  pre- 
cisely similar  to  tliose  of  the  commissioners  in  the 
cases  to  which  I  have  referred.  We  desire  to  pre- 
vent these  poor  men  from  being  subjected  to  the 
necessity  of  travelling  to  Washington,  or  of  losing 
their  claims  altogether,  by  paying  them  upon  the 
spot  where  they  arose. 

Mr.  CASS.  I  desire  to  say  one  or  two  words 
in  answer  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  South 
Carolina.  He  has  foreseen  a  great  many  difficul- 
ties which  are  to  be  encountered  if  this  measure  be 
adopted.  It  will  be  recollected  there  are  two  prin- 
cipal and  substantial  reasons  for  adopting  it :  one 
is,  that  the  claims  exist  in  a  region  exceedingly- 
remote,  and  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  these  per- 
sons to  come  here  and  settle  their  accounts.  If 
you  require  them  to  do  so,  it  amounts  to  a  refusal 
of  justice.  To  compel  them  to  go  through  the  or- 
dinary course  of  application  and  the  usual  form  of 
authentication  of  their  claims,  you  defeat  the  very 
object  you  have  in  view.  The  second  reason  is, 
as  the  honorable  Senatorfrom  North  Carolina  has 
said,  you  take  u|)on  yourselves  the  advantages  of 
the  conquest,  and  you  are  morally  bound,  under 
such  circumstances,  to  pay  the  claims.  If  we  had 
pursued  the  ordinary  course,  we  should  have  done, 
what?  We  should  have  sent  disbursing  officers  to 
California,  with  funds  to, meet  the  requisitions  of 
the  quartermast*,  in  obedience  to  the  ordeiie  of 
the  commanding  officer.  Let  me  say  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina,  that  these  accounts  will 
go  through  the  departments,  and  there  will  be  pre- 
cisely the  checks  which  he  desires.  What  testi- 
mony is  required  in  the  case  of  the  disbursements 
made  for  the  army  under  General  Scott?  Nothing 
but  the  requisitions  of  the  commanding  general 
and  the  receipts  of  the  parties.  The  honorable 
Senator  wishes  to  have  an  investigation  as  to  the 
justice  or  proper  rate  of  charges.  I  believe  that  is 
a  thing  unheard  of.  The  money  is  paid  on  the 
requisition  of  the  commanding  officer.  If  fraud 
appears  to  have  been  practised— if  any  thing  appear 
which  excites  suspicion,  the  necessary  information 
is  required  to  be  produced  before  the  accounts  are 
permitted  to  be  paid.  But  if  you  require  the  ad-~ 
niinistrative  officers  to  judge  of  the  propriety  of 
the  expenses  autiiorized  by  General  Scott,  how 
are  you  to  get  your  money  back  again?  All  the 
guarantee  you  have  is  the  character  and  ]iosition  of 
your  officers,  and  that  you  have  got  here;  and,  as 
I  said,  if  you  pursued  the  ordinary  course,  you 
would  have  the  certificate  of  the  commanding  gen- 
eral, and  you  will  have  more  than  that  in  this  case, 
you  have  the  guarantee  of  the  three  gcntleiwen  who 
cmnpose  the  Ijoard.  Now,  I  do  not  know  what 
the  gentleman  means  when  he  talks  about  being 
interested.  Have  you  any  law  making  it  felony 
or  a  crime  at  all  to  be  interested?  I  do  not  know 
why  fraud  is  to  be  presumed  in  such  a  case  as  this 
more  than  in  any  other.  Fraud  may  be  practised 
in  California,  and  it  may  be  practised  in  Mexico, 
and,  if  it  appear,  the  matter  will  be  investigated, 
and  the  payment  checked. 

The  honorable  Senator  alluded  to  the  fact  that 
the  certificates  might  get  into  other  hands.  So 
they  may.  Everyman  knows  that  on  the  frontier 
when  a  quartermaster  gives  a  certificate,  and  it  goes 
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out  into  the  neighborhood,  it  is  generally  circu- 
lated at  a  depreciation;  indeed,!  have  known  them 
sacrificed  at  one  quarter  their  value.  It  is  not 
peculiar  to  these  claims,  but  incident  to  all,  when 
the  Government  is  not  ready  to  make  payment.  I 
repeat,  sir,  if  you  subject  these  claimants  to  the 
necessity  of  coming  here  to  recover  their  claims, 
you  put  it  altogether  out  of  their  power  to  receive 
payment. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  No  one  supposes  that  these 
claimants  are  to  come  here  to  recover  their  claims. 
The  question  is,  first,  by'whom  will  you  allow 
them  to  be  investigated  and  paid?  by  persons  ap- 
pointed by  yourselves,  and  wholly  irresponsible, 
or  by  persons  appointed  in  conformity  with  the 
requisitions  of  the  Constitution?  The  next  ques- 
tion is,  will  you  have  them  settled  by  the  very  men 
who  incurred  the  expenses?  There  being  a  neces- 
sity for  knowledge  in  regard  to  the  claims,  I  should 
think  it  very  desirable  to  appoint  some  officer  who 
served  in  California  to  be  a  member  of  the  board. 
My  opinion  is,  that  the-true  way  is  to  send  a  quar- 
termaster and  commissary  there,  and,  if  necessary, 
to  add  a  third  person.  Take  any  officer.  I  have 
no  objection  that  it  should  be  Colonel  Fremont. 
He  gave  the  orders,  and  very  properly,  I  have  no 
doubt;  those  orders  must  be  presented  to  the  com- 
missary, atid  be  fortified  by  his  endorsement. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi.  In  the  progress 
of  this  discussion,  allusions,  which  I  consider 
equally  unjust  as  unkind,  have  been  made  in  rela- 
tion to  the  conduct  of  the  committee  by  whom 
this  bill  and  amendment  were  reported.  It  was 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  committee  that  inde- 
terminate claims  against  our  government  for  sup- 
plies furnished  to  the  battalion  of  Colonel  Fremont, 
existed  in  California,  and  that  the  failuie  to  make 
payment  in  these  cases  had  produced  a  dissatisfac- 
tion which  could  not  be  otherwise  than  dangerous 
to  whatever  interests  we  may  have  in  that  remote 
country.  To  silence  complaint,  toapjiease  discon- 
tent, and  to  secure  our  Government  against  fraud, 
and  the  future  annoyance  of  manufactured  claims, 
the  plan  which  the  committee  have  adopted  was 
presented  to  the  Senate.  It  approximates  as  nearly 
as  the  present  state  of  the  case  will  allow  the  estab- 
lished usage,  and  the  bill  as  amended  seemed  to  us 
beyond  the  reach  of  constitutional  objection.  It 
has  been  said  thai  the  word  "appoint"  was  care- 
fully avoided.  Sir,  the  purpose  of  appointing  offi- 
cers was  not  entertained;  and  it  therefore  required 
little  care  to  avoid  the  use  of  any  word  which 
v/ould  convey  such  an  idea.  Claims  which  could 
not  be  settled  by  the  accounting  officers  of  our 
Government  were  presented  to  our  consideration. 
We  believed  them  to  constitute  a  just  demand 
against  us,  and  a  bill  was  introduced  to  legalize 
them.  The  first  and  controlling  question  is,  will 
Congress  declare  them  to  be  valid?  If  this  be  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative,  payment  must  be  ordered 
as  a  consequence;  and  there  remains  but  the  minor 
consideration,  the  manner  of  discharging  the  ad- 
mitted obligation.  A  portion  of  the  debt  is  estab- 
lished by  regular  vouchers,  which  it  is  ordered 
shall  be  paid  as  ascertained  claims.  If  Congress 
receive  the  testimony  to  these  cases  as  sufficient, 
and  order  payment  thereon,  have  we  not  the  same 
right  to  specify  how  the  validity  shall  be  deter- 
mined of  those  -which  are  denominated  unascer- 
tained claims?  Surely  the  decision  can  be  made 
by  us  as  to  what  testimony  shall  be  deemed  suffi- 
cient to  establish  whether  a  claim  be  a  debt  of  this 
Government  or  not;  otherwise  it  would  be  idle 
for  us  to  entertain  any  proposition  to  examine  a 
claim  presented  to  our  consideration. 

The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  treats  this  as 
an  ordinary  case  of  army  disbursement,  and  seems 
to  me  to  confound  the  rights  of  those  who  furnish 
supfilies  to  our  troops  with  the  accounts  of  the  dis- 
bursing officers  of  the  army.  It  is  the  latter  which 
are  adjusted,  as  he  states,  in  the  auditing  offices 
here.  The  payment  for  the  supjilics  furnished  to 
our  army  is  ordinarily  made  in  tlie  field  by  the 
appropriate  officers,  and  first  heard  of  here  through 
the  accounts  of  those  by  whom  the  disbursements 
were  made.  If  the  commissary  and  quartermaster, 
and  paymaster,  to  this  battalion  in  California  had 
l.^een  supplied  with  funds,  these  claims  v.'ould  have 
been  paid  as  they  arose.  The  whole  case  was  an 
irregular  one,  and  if  deemoti  worthy,  requires  an 
unusual  course  in  relation  to  it.  Hence  thejiropo- 
sition  for  special  legislati(Mi.  The  oflicers  named 
in  the  bill  were  those  under  whose  orders,  or  by 
whom  the  debts  were  contracted;  they  iiave  ceased 


to  be  officers,  and  it  is  proposed  to  revive  their 
functions  so  fi\r  as  may  be  necessary  to  complete 
their  vouchers,  and  to  determine  how  far,  by  their 
former  official  acts,  they  have  rendered  their  Gov- 
ernment responsible.  It  is  not  only  true  that  they 
are  best  qualified  to  do  justice  between  the  parties, 
but  it  is  further  true  that  they  alone  can  give  to  these 
claims  the  form  which  will  admit  of  their  being 
finally  audited  by  the  United  States  Treasury. 

The  commanding  and  purchasing  otficers  of  the 
California  battalion,  and  they  only,  can  reduce 
these  claims  to  the  established  forms,  and  give  to 
them  their  appropriate  character.  But  those  who 
held  such  positions  in  this  case  are  no  longer  in 
the  service;  to  give  force  to  their  acts,  it  is  neces- 
sai-y  by  law  to  revive  the  functions  of  their  expired 
offices.  That  it  is  proposed  to  do  to  the  extent 
required,  for  the  purpose  declared,  and  no  further. 
Those  who  deny  the  justice  of  these  claims — those 
who  refuse  to  acknowledge  the  responsibi+ity  of 
our  Government  for  the  debts  contracted  by  the 
persons  named  in  the  bill,  when  they  were  officers 
of  the  California  battalion,  may  properly  refuse  to 
extend  the  functions  of  these  ex-officers  to  the  end 
that  they  may  perfect  their  accounts;  but  such  us 
admit  our  obligation  to  pay  for  the  purchases  they 
made  for  the  use  of  that  battalion,  are,  I  think, 
constrained  to  grant  to  them  such  powers  as  will 
enable  the  Government  justly  to  discharge  its  obli- 
gations to  its  creditors.  The  connection  of  the 
persons  namecfin  the  bill  with  the  transactions  out 
of  which  the  claims  arose,  instead  of  being  an  ob- 
jection, as  has  been  assumed,  constitutes  the  only 
sufficient  reason  for  having  named  them.  Such  is 
the  connection  which  all  commanding  and  disburs- 
ing officers  necessarily  have  to  army  expenditures 
and  [)urchases.  Had  the  campaign  been  regularly 
ordered  and  supplied,  these  persons  would,  in 
their  official  character,  have  made  purchases  and 
payments  upon  just  such  accounts  as  it  is  now 
proposed  to  authorize  them  to  prepare.  That  pay- 
ment may  be  made  by  an  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment, who  is  to  be  provided  with  funds  for  that 
purpose.  The  supposition  that  the  check  imposed 
by  the  auditors  in  other  cases  is  to  be  here  dis- 
pensed with,  is  entirely  erroneous.  A  power  is 
given  to  the  persons  named  in  the  bill,  which  will 
enable  them  to  perfect  their  accounts;  but  as  tiiey 
have  ceased  to  be  officers,  it  is  not  proposed  to  in- 
trust them  with  funds  for  payment.  If  the  Presi- 
dent shall  choose  to  avail  himself  of  the  means 
provided^n  this  bill,  he  will  give  his  instructions; 
and  it  is  fair  to  suppose  that  they  will  require  all 
accounts  to  be  as  fully  vouched  as  they  would  have 
been  had  payment  been  made  by  these  persons 
when  they  were  officers.  The  disbursing  officer 
who  may  be  sent  out  will,  of  course,  only  make 
payment  upon  fully  authenticated  vouchers,  and 
his  accounts  will  be  subject  to  the  same  revision 
here  as  vi'ould  have  been  made  had  the  claims  been 
paid  originally.  The  amount,  though  certainly 
important,  is  small,  compared  to  the  disburse- 
ments which  have,  in  the  progress  of  tliis  war, 
been  made  by  individual  quartermasters.  The 
paying  officer  in  this  case  will  give  to  the  Govern- 
ment the  same  assurance  of  integrity  and  accuracy 
which  is  possessed  in  other  cases  where  officers 
are  intrusted  with  sums  vastly  disproportionate  to 
their  bond.  The  good  faith  which  has  heretofore 
been  kept  in  ourarmy  disbursements  does  not  war- 
j  rant  apprehension  upon  the  presejit  occasion. 
I  ■  To  maintain  the  credit  of  the  Government,  so  as 
I  to  exclude  distrust  from,  entering  into  the  calcula- 
tions of  those  who  sell  to  our  officers,  is  an  obliga- 
tion which  it  requires  no  argument  to  enforce;  but 
more  than  usual  care  is  demanded  when,  as  in 
this  instance,  our  dealing  has  been  with  those  who 
have  the  best  means  to  know  our  intentions,  and 
who  may  be  supposed  most  ready  to  suspect  our 
integrity.  Nor  should  time  be  allowed  to  accu- 
mulate," and  the  value  of  the  claims  to  depreciate 
in  the  hands  of  original  holders,  or  be  transferred 
to  others  who  seek  to  speculate  on  the  fears  or  ne- 
cessities of  those  who  have  become  creditors  of 
the  Government.  At  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress the  committees  of  both  Houses  have  reported 
upon  a  case  of  deferred  payment  of  a  claim  grovy- 
ing  out  of  supplies  furnished  to  our  troops  in 
Florida,  that  a  decision  which  placed  the  rights  of 
the  claimant  under  the  rules  applicable  lo  a  dis- 
bursing officer  was  not  reputable  to  our  Govern- 
ment. Disre|nilable  and  truly  unfortunate  will  it 
be,  sir,  when  those  who  supply  our  army  with 
food,  or  elothing,  or  transportation,  shall   be  re- 


quired to  v/ait  until  the  purchasing  officer  shall  have 
submitted  his  accounts  to  the  scrutiny  of  the  audit- 
ing officers  of  his  Government,  with  hopes  and 
fears  dependent  upon  the  decision,  but  with  the 
certainty,  if  it  be  adverse,  that  his  property  is  gone, 
and  that  no  redress  is  left  to  him. 

The  question  which  contains  all  others  is,  will 
you  legalize  the  "  California  claims  ?"  If  so,  then 
the  direct  and  just  mode  is,  to  send  those  in  whose 
official  action  these  claims  originated  to  collect  the 
vouchers  and  perfect  their  accounts,  to  the  end 
that  prompt  payment  may  be  made. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT.  The  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Delaware  asseits  a  ride  which  I  should 
be  sorry  to  see  carried  into  effect  in  relation  to  any 
claim  whatever.  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  about 
speculations,  and  no  doubt  there  i.s  a  great  deal  of 
speculation  carried  on;  but  it  appears  to  me  that 
the  mode  proposed  to  suppress  speculating  is  a 
most  shocking  one  to  be  adopted  by  the  Govern- 
ment. What  is  it?  A  B  has  a  claim,  C  D  buys 
it,  and  the  Government  puts  the  profits  of  the  trans- 
action, when  they  pay  C  D,  into  their  own  pockets. 
I  can  well  understand  that  there  must  be  great  de- 
pi-eciation  in  the  value  of  claims.  Already  a  year 
or  two  have  elapsed  since  the  claims  accrued,  and 
there  is  no  certainty  now  that  this  bill  will  pass. 
Who,  then,  supposes  that  a  purchaser  would  give 
the  full  amount?  And  if  he  do  not,  are  we  to  pun- 
ish him,  as  if  he  had  committed  a  crime?  There 
would  be  some  more  justice  in  this,  if  the  motion 
I  am  aliout  to  make  should  prevail.  It  is  to  strike 
out  that  part  of  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  which  relates  to  the  purchasers  of  the 
claims,  or  else  to  add  to  it  these  words:  "  but  the 
residue  shall  be  paid  to  the  original  claimant."  I 
do  not  see  any  right  on  the  part  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  set  itself  up  as  a  legal  tribunal  to  try  the 
rights  of  the  original  claimant;  and  his  assignee.  I 
do  not  see  any  propriety  in  the  Government  med- 
dling in  these  accounts.  If  the  Government  owes 
a  hundred  dollars,  let  them  pay  it  honestly;  and  if 
there  is  any  difficulty  between  the  claimants,  let 
them  settle  it  between  themselves.  I  have  no  idea 
of  the  Government  mixins:  itself  up  in  such  mat- 
ters. 1  will  ask  for  a  division  of  the  subject;  for 
I  cannot  vote  for  this  bill  if  it  contain  such  a  pro- 
vision as  this.  I  have  seen  the  principle  attempted 
to  be  carried  out  arbitrarily  by  the  accounting  offi- 
cers of  the  Goverimient,  in  former  times,  who  set 
themselves  to  decide  questions  between  the  as- 
signees and  the  original  holders  of  claims. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  The  object  of  that  part  of 
the  amendment  was  to  prevent  imposition  upon 
the  Government  by  speculators,  and  I  consider  it 
desirable  that  some  such  provision  should  exist. 
With  regard  to  the  suggestion  made  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Florida,  that  the  amount  of  discount  from 
the  claim  which  the  speculator  has  possessed  shall 
be  paid  to  the  original  holders,  I  have  not  the 
slightest  objection  to  it.  I  am  quite  willing"  that 
the  Government  shall  be  held  responsible  for  the 
whole  amount,  but  I  do  not  wish  that  the  specu- 
lator should  receive  that  for  which  he  has  not  paid 
value. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  There  is  a  matter  which  requires 
our  attention  in  Executive  session;  and  as  I  see 
no  probability  of  taking  the  vote  u|)on  this  bill  to- 
niglit,  I  move  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Executive  business. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  hope  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor will  withdraw  that  motion,  and  allow  the  ques- 
tion to  be  taken  upon  the  bill.  I  shall  be  compelled 
to  leave  the  city  in  the  morning,  and  I  am  anxious 
to  give  my  vote  upon  the  bill. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  With  the  understanding  that  the 
vote  be  taken,  I  will  withdraw  the  motion  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  I  move  that  the  Senate  ad- 
journ. 

Several  Senators.  Oh,  no;  proceed  with  the 
bill. 

Mr.  MANGUM.     I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  1  hope  my  motion  for  an  Exec- 
utive session  will  now  be  entertained;  and  tor  that 
purpose,  I  move  that  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MASON.  Let  the  vote  be  taken  on  that  mo- 
tion, as  a  lest  whether  wc  will  vote  upon  the  bill. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  postponement, 
it  was  not  agreed  to.  . 

Mr.  CLAYTON  modified  his  amendment,  by 
adding  the  words  suggested  by  the  Senator  from 
Florida. 
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The  question  being  about  to  be  put  on  agreeing 
to  the  anKMidineiit  otleied  by  Mr.  Clayton,  the 
amendnieru  vas  read. 

Mr.  UNDIiRWOOD.  ,  I  vcted  to  Iny  this  bill 
over  until  to-morrow,  hopins;  th:it  the  Senatewould 
reflect  upon  the  aubjt  ct.  What  right  have  we  to 
interfere  with  contrarts  between  individuals?  It 
is  a  subject  of  legitimate  contract. 

Mr.  iiUSK.  They  are  not  legal  obligations, 
consequently  they  are  not  the  subject-mHtter  of 
bargain  and  sale.  We  make  them  legal  by  this 
bill,  and,  in  legalizing  them,  we  have  aright  to 
control  them. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  Equitable  claims  are  the 
subjects  of  sale. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  The  claim  is  good  for  nothing 
in  the  hands  of  the  speculator,  until  v/e  malce  it 
good  for  something.  We,  by  this  bill,  make  it 
good  to  the  full  amount  paid  by  the  speculator,  and  ' 
I  am  willing  to  go  no  further  in  liis  favor,  but  l^m 
willing  to  give  to  the  original  holder  the  whole. 
Thus  "the  Government  will  make  nothing  out  of  it,  ! 
but  the  original  claimant  will  be  protected.  j 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.    I  desire  to  make  another  j 
remark  or  two,  because  I  look  upon  this  matter  as 
one  of  some  consequence.     The  suggestion  I  made  | 
is  attempted    to   be  obviated  by  the  Senator  from 
Delaware,  by  saying  that  there  is  no  claim  legal  or 
equitable. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  do  not  say  they  are  not 
equitable. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  If  equitable,  then  they 
are  the  subject  of  contract  between  man  and  man; 
and  if  they  be  the  subject  of  contract,  there  may 
be  contracts  already  made,  and  this  Government 
is  attempting  10  annul  them,  and  set  aside  those 
contracts.  That  is  the  effect  of  it.  If  there  be  no 
claim  at  all,  either  of  a  legal  or  equitable  character, 
then  there  is  no  utility  in  your  enactment.  I  deny 
that  you  have  a  right  to  do  anything  of  the  kind. 
In  any  point  of  view,  what  position  do  you  occupy.' 
You  say  that  valuable  services  have  been  rendered 
to  the  country;  that  the  people  of  California  have 
rendered  sei'vices  of  which  you  are  deriving  the 
benefit,  and  while  you  acknowledge  tliis,  you  say 
there  is  no  right,  legal  or  equitable,  which  can  be 
the  subject  of  contract. 

But  how  will  this  operate  in  another  point  of 
Tiew?  Suppose  I  have  one  of  these  claims,  and 
sell  it  for  one  half  of  its  amount,  according  to  this 
amendment,  one-half  will  come  to  me  when  the 
final  settlement  is  made  by  the  Government.  If 
the  purchaser  then  comes  to  me  and  says,  I  pur- 
chased this  claim  of  you,  and  paid  your  price  for 
it;  what  would  I,  as  an  honest  man,  be  bound  to 
do  under  these  circumstances?  Why,  most  un- 
doubtedly, to  hand  him  the  whole  of  the  money. 
It  was  a  fair,  legal  transaction;  the  money  was 
advanced  by  the  purchaser,  and  received  by  me. 
I  should  be  only  fulfilling  an  obligation,  which 
borttir  and  conscience  would  render  imperative,  by 
paying  over  no  him  the  money.  This  is  what 
•would  be  done  by  those  who  are  honest;  whilst 
the  dishonest,  considering  themselves  absolved  by 
the  act  of  Congress  from  the  obligation  to  refund 
the  money,  would  refuse  to  do  so.  Now,  I  am 
not  willling,  by  the  adoption  of  this  amendment, 
to  sanction  any  of  those  principles;  and  I  hope 
the  bill  will  be  postponed,  and  that  the  Senate  will 
reflect  more  maturely  upon. the  matter. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  called  for  a  divi- 
sion of  the  iimendmcnt. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  first  clause 
of  Mr.  Ci.avton's  amendment,  as  modified,  to 
the  amendment  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs;  and  it  was  agreed  to.  It  is  as 
follows: 

Sff.  :i.  ^Inl  he  it  furl  her  cna(r(C(f,Th!it  the  persons  liereby 
deiiigiiat'il  m  iMunine  tin;  said  claims  sliall,  liel'oiu  lliey  en- 
ter on  iii(!  (luiir-  ;iKM(>ni;d  lo  ilieiii,  lie  lir.-t  (Inly  sworn  or 
aflirnii.'d  to  liijililnlly  pbiloini  tlic  dntics  devolved  on  tliem 
by  this  act;  and  that  in  no  case  shall  they,  or  either  of  them, 
examine  or  allow  any  claim  of  wliicli  he  or  any  of  ihein  is 
per.-ionally  to  rrciHvc  any  pan 

The  question  wa.s  then  taken  upon  the  remain- 
ing clause  of  Mr.  (Ji.ayton's  amendment,  as  mod- 
ified, which  is  as  follows: 

And  in  all  ca.-<!H  where  any  claim  has  hccn  assigned  or 
trniii<rerred  liy  tiie  oriijinul  claimant,  Hit:  assignee  shall  he 
allowed  no  more  than  he  paiil  for  Ihi:  cl.Tim,iiri(l  Uie  ri>iiliie 
of  the  claim  shall  he  paid  to  the  oriijinal  claimant. 

And  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  I\Iaso\,  and  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive, as  follows: 

YEAii— Msiivrji.  Bagtiy,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Footc,  Johnson 


I 
of  iMnryland,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  MariKUiii,  Mason,  Moor, 
Nilcs,  Turney,  Underwood,  and  YidcT— 13. 

N.WS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Biidgcr,  Benton,  Brccsc, 
BriL'ht,  Cameron,  Cass,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Davis  of  Mississip- 
pi, DouL'las,  Fclcli,  Hannegan,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana, Rusk,  Spruance,  Sturgeon,  and  Westcott— 20. 

The  amendment  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed 
to.    • 

No  further  amendment  being  made,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the  amendment  concur- 
red in;  and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOOTE,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  E.xecutive  business,  and, 
after  a  short  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were  re- 
opened, and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  ^Ipril  29,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

A  message  in  writing  was  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  J. 
K.  Walker,  Esq.,  his  Private  Secretary. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
following  resolution,  adopted  on  Friday: 

liesolvcd,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  Houso>jeceive  proposals 
for  hindin;!  books  and  riocnnients  ordered  by  the  House,  and 
that  he  submit  the  same  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts  lor 
its  examination  and  aiiproval. 

In  support  of  his  motion,  Mr.  McK.  referred  to 
a  letter  written  by  the  Clerk  of  thej  House  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  from 
which  the  House  would  see  that  there  existed 
already  an  implied  contract  between  the  House 
and  the  public  printers,  which  covered  this  bind- 
ing of  documents  printed  by  the  House's  order. 
It  liad  for  the  last  twelve  years  been  understood 
on  all  hands  that  the  public  printer,  whoever  he 
might  be,  was  entitled  to  a  contract  for  binding 
ordered — it  being  considered  as  an  incident  to  the 
public  printing. 

He  had  recently  called  at  the  oflice  of  the  present 
printers  of  ihe  House,  and  had  learned  from  them 
that,  in  ]iursuance  of  a  suggestion  of  the  Clerk  of 
the  House  that  such  was  their  right,  they  had 
already  entered  into  a  contract  for  the  binding  re- 
ferred to  in  the  resolution.  This  being  the  case, 
Mr.  McK.  asked  whether  the  House  \;ias  ready 
to  incur  a  double  expense,  which  must  follow  if 
both  contracts  were  fulfilled?  His  object  in  rising 
liad  not  been  that  any  immediate  action  should  be 
had  upon  the  subject,  but  merely  to  move  a  recon- 
sideration, and  let  the  motion  lie  over  for  a  few 
days,  so  that  the  House  should  have  time  to  in- 
quire more  fully  into  the  case,  and  prepare  some 
amendments  to  the  resolution. 

Here  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts, in  relation  to  the  custom  which  lias  hereto- 
fore prevailed  in  contracting  for  binding.  Some 
conversation  ensued. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  op- 
posed to  any  unnecessary  delay  in  regard  to  this 
resolution,  and  thought  the  subject  had  better  be 
disposed  of  at  once.  There  was  an  important 
documentprinted  every  year  by  order  of  the  House, 
which  was  too  valuable  not  to  deserve  to  be  pre- 
served in  a  permanent  form,  which  would  not  be 
the  case  so  long  as  it  was  left  unbound;  that  valu- 
able public  document,  as  matters  now  stood,  was 
in  a  great  me;vsure  lost  to  the  country.  He  Was 
desirous  of  seeing  an  arrangement  at  once  entered 
into  by  which  it  should  be  bound,  and  thus  put 
into  a  form  in  which  it  could  be  preserved  in  public 
and  private  libraries  as  a  book  of  reference.  It 
cost  the  country  a  vast  sum  of  money,  which  was 
now  to  a  great  extent  wasted.  He  hoped  the  reso- 
lution of  yesterday  would  not  be  reconsidered. 
The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  was  under  a 
mistake;  he  had  misconceived  the  nature  of  the 
resolution  if  he  supf>oscd  that  ils  adoption  would 
necessarily  involve  a  double  contract  and  a  double 
expense.  The  resolution  provided  that  the  pro- 
posals to  be  received  by  the  Clerk  for  the  contract 
for  binding  "should  be  submitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Accounts  for  its  examiiiiition  and  approval." 
If,  as  tfie  genllcinan  slated,  a  contract  for  this  work 
already  existed,  and  could  not  be  rescinded,  of 
course  "the  Committee  on  Accounts  would  not  ap- 
[irovc  of  a  second  contract  for  the  same  work. 


The  danger  which  so  alarmed  the  gentleman  had 
no  existence.  , 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  reconsideration  moved  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina;  but  the  practice  which 
he  had  referred  to,  and  which  he  had  urged  as  the 
ground  of  his  motion,  though  it  had  once  existed, 
did  not  now  continue.  It  was  perfectly  true  that 
by  the  usage  of  the  House  the  binding  of  docu- 
ments was  considered  as  an  incident  to  the  printing 
of  them,  and  was  of  coarse  claimed  by  the  printer 
to  the  House.  But  the  gentleman  should  recollect 
that  when  this  was  the  usage,  the  House  was  in 
the  habit  of  appointing  its  publi%  printer  by  elec- 
tion, and  the  majority  for  the  time  being'deter- 
mined  who  the  printer  should  be.  But  now  the 
public  printing  was  executed  under  contract,  and 
given  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder.  In  the 
contract  under  which  the  present  printers  did  the 
work  nothing  v.'as  said  on  the  subject  of  binding, 
nor  was  it  ever  intended  to  be  included  in  that  con- 
tract. Under  the  old  arrangement,  the  right  to  do 
the  binding  was  a  perquisite,  and  was  enjoyed  as 
such;  but  that  was  not  the  case  now.  Mr.  K.  well 
knew  the  zeal  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina to  get  the  public  work  done  for  the  least  pos- 
sible expense;  it  was  very  creditable  to  him;  Mr. 
K.  was  far  from  finding  fault  with  it;  and  he  was 
willing,  therefore,  that  his  motion  to  reconsider 
should  be  entertained.  But  Avhether  the  resolution 
was  reconsidered  or  not,  there  would  not  be  any 
double  contract,  because  the  bids  were  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Accounts;  and  they 
would  not  sanction  a  second  contract. 

[At  this  point  in  the  discussion,  by  general  con- 
sent, the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  over  for  the 
present.] 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
private  calendar. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  desired  that  by  general 
consent  the  message  just  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  read. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  there  was  a  previous 
Executive  message  on  his  table  which  bad  not 
been  read:  the  reading  of  this  would  come  first  in 
order. 

Mr.  JONES  objected  to  taking  business  fronj 
the  Speaker's  table  out  of  its  regular  order. 

The  CHAIR  then  said  that  as  objection  was 
made,  the  last  message  could  not  now  be  read. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  inquired  whether  he  had  rightly 
understood  the  Chair  as  deciding  that  no  business 
could  be  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table  if  objec- 
tion was  made  ? 

The  CHAIR  replying  in  the  affirmative — 

Mr.  ROBINSON  appealed,  and  was  going  to 
address  the  House;  when 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  him  that  the  appeal 
was  not  debatable. 

The  SPEAKER  then  read  the  18th  rule  of  the 
House,  which  says:    - 

"After  one  hour  shall  have  been  devoted  to  reports  from 
committees  and  resolutions,  it  shall  be  in  order,  pending  the 
consideration  or  discussion  tliireof,  to  entertain  a  inotioa 
that  the  House  do  now  proceed  to  di^pose  of  the  busiiiess  on 
the  Speaker's  table  and  to  the  orders  of  the  day  ;  which  be- 
ing decided  in  the  afiinnativej  the  Speaker  sliall  dispose  of 
the  business  on  his  table  in  the  followinij  order,  viz  : 

"1st.  Messages  and  other  Exeoutive  coinniunicatiflus. 

"id.  Messages  from  the  Senate  and  amendments  pro- 
posed by  the  Senate  to  bills  of  the  House. 

".'id.  Bills  and  resolutions  from  the  Senate  on  their  first 
and  second  reading,"  &.c. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  asked  whether  other  Execu- 
tive messages  had  not  been  taken  up  and  read  since 
the  message  to  which  the  Speaker's  decision  re- 
ferred? 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  there  had,  but  it  had 
in  every  case  been  done  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  said  that  it  appeared,  then,  that 
a  majority  in  the  House  coidd  not  get  anything  it 
pleased  off  the  Speaker's  table,  out  of  its  regular 
order,  so  long  as  one  member  objected. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware.  The  objection 
comes  from  your  own  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ROBINSON  said  he  was  aware  of  that,  and 
he  was  going  on  to  argue  that  a  different  line  of 
policy  ought  to  be  ]iursued,  when  he  was  remind- 
ed that  his  appeal  was  not  debiilable. 

Mr.  R.  then  .said,  that  if  he  could  not  present  his 
views  on  the  motion  he  liad  made,  he  would  with- 
draw the  ajipeal;  and  he  withdrew  it  accordingly. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  renewed  his  motion  to  go 
into  Committee  on  the  private  calendar,  but  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative — ayes  G8,  noes  69. 
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Mr.  McClelland  again  asked  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  that  the  message  of 
the  Piesident  of  the  United  States  received  this 
niornin!?:,  should  be  laid  before  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  be  in  order  by- 
general  consent. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  asked  that  the  messages 
previously  received  should  first  be  laid  before  the 
House. 

The  SPEAKER  said  all  the  messages  could  be 
presented  with  the  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  said  the  message  re- 
ceived this  morning  related  to  a  matter  which,  if 
attended  to  at  all,  ought  to  be  proinptly.  It  was 
in  relation  to  Yucatan,  and  contained  the  corre- 
spondence between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the 
Coinmissioner  from  that  country. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  withdrew  his- request  for  the 
previous  messages. 

Mr.  ROOT  called  for  the  messages  in  order. 

Mr.  McLANE  asked  if  an  objection  made  would 
be  of  avail,  if  the  House  went  into  business  in  the 
order  prescribed  by  the  rule  which  had  been  read 
by  the  Speaker.' 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  in  the  regular  or- 
der of  business,  the  documents  on  the  Speaker's 
table  could  not  be  readied  until  after  one  hour  de- 
voted to  the  reception  of  reports  from  committees. 

Mr.  McLANE.  Then  it  will  be  in  order  to 
proceed  to  this  business  after  one  hour  devoted  to 
reports  ? 

The  SPEAKER.     It  will  be.     , 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion to  rescind  a  previous  order  of  the  House,  dis- 
tributing certain  documents  to  the^difTerent  counties 
in  the  United,  States. 

Objection  was  made. 

Tlie  SPEAKER  announced,  that  by  unanimous 
consent,  tlie  Chair  would  proceed  to  lay  before  the 
House  the  messages  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  their  order. 

No  objection  being  made — 

The  House,  by  general  consent,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  message  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  relation  to  the  return  of  Generals 
Santa  Anna  and  Paredes  to  Mexico,  and  refusing 
to  communicate  the  instructions  given  to  Mr.  Sli- 
dell  as  minister  to  Mexico,  on  which  several  mo- 
tions to  commit  were  pending. 

The  message  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  TOMP- 
KINS, laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House  a 
message  from  the  President,  received  some  time 
since,  informing  the  House  of  the  recent  political 
events  in  France,  and  the  overthrow  of  the  French 
monarchy.  It  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

YUCATAN. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  the 
following  message,  this  day  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and 

Hoitse  of  Represcntatioes  of  the  United  States: 

I  siihmit,  lor  the  consideration  of  Congress,  several  com- 
munications received  at  tlie  DeparUiieiit  of  State  (Vom  Mr. 
Justo  Sierra,  Couiiuissioner  of  Yucatan,  and  also  a  commu- 
nication from  tiin  Governor  of  that  State,  representing  tlie 
condition  of  extreme  sutl'erinn:  to  which  their  country  has 
been  reduced  by  an  insurrcciinn  of  the  Indians  witlijn  its 
limits,  and  askins;  the  aid  of  the  United  States. 

The  communications  present  a  case  of  human  suffering 
nnd  misery  which  cannot  fail  to  excite  the  synipaihies  of  all 
civilized  nations.  From  these  and  other  sources  of  informa- 
tion, it  appears  that  the  Indians  of  Vucataii  are  waijiiig  a 
war  of  extermination  against  the  white  race.  In  this  cruel 
war  Ihcy  spare  neither  age  nor  sex,  hut  put  to  death  indis- 
criminately all  who  fall  within  their  power.  The  inhabit- 
ants, panic-stricken  and  destitut*  of  arms,  are  flying  before 
their  savage  pursuers  towards  the  coast;  and  their  eApul>iori 
from  their  country,  or  theirexterminalion,  would  seem  to  be 
inevitable,  unless  they  can  obtain  assistance  from  abroad. 

In  this  cniidition  they  have,  through  their  constituted  au- 
thorities, impldicd  ihe  aid  of  this  Gnverninent  to  save  them 
from  destruriioii,  offering,  in  case  this  should  be  grained,  to 
transfer  the  "dominion  and  sovereignly  of  the  peninsula"  to 
the  United  States.  Similar  appeals  for  aid  and  protection 
have  been  made  "to  the  Spanish  and  llie  English  Govern- 
ments." 

Whilst  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  recommend  the  adoption 
of  any  measure,  with  a  view  to  the  accpiisitioii  of  the  "do- 
minion and  sovereignty"  over  Yucatan,  yet,  according  to 
our  established  policy,  \w.  could  not  consent  to  a  transfer  of 
this  "dominion  and  sovereignty"  either  to  Spain,  Great 
Britain,  or  any  other  European  Power-  In  the  language  of 
I'resident  Monroe,  in  his  message  of  December,  18-23,  "  we 
'  should  consider  any  attempt  on  their  part  to  extend  'their 
'  system  to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous  to 
'  our  peace  and  safety."  In  my  annual  message  of  Decem- 
ber, 1845, 1  declared  that,  "  near  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago, 
'  the  principle  was  distinclly  announced  to  the  world,  in  the 
'annual  message  of  one  of  my  predecessors,  that  the'  Amcr- 
'icaii  continents,  by  the  free  and  independent  condition 


'which  they  have  assumed  and  maintained,  are  henceforth 
'  not  to  be  considered  as  subjects  for  funire  colonization  by 
'any  European  Power.'"  "This  principle  will  apply  with 
'greaily  increased  lorce,  should  any  European  Power  at- 
'  tempt  to  establish  any  new  colony  in  North  America.  In 
'  the  existing  circumstances  of  the  world,  the  present  is 
'  deemed  a  proper  occasion  to  reiterate  and  rcafiiim  the 
'  principle  avowed  by  Mr.  Monroe,  and  to  state  my  cordial 
'concurrence  in  its  wisdom  and  sound  policy.  The  re- 
'  assertion  of  this  principle,  especially  in  reference  to  North 
'America,  is  at  tiiis  day  but  the  promulgation  of  a  policy 
'  which  no  European  Power  should  cherish  the  disposition 
'  to  resist.  Existing  rights  of  every  European  nation  should 
'  be  respected  ;  but  it  is  due  alike  to  our  safety  and  our  in- 
'  terests  that  the  ethcient  protection  of  our  laws  should  be 
'  extended  over  our  whole  territorial  limits,  and  that  it  should 
'  be  distinctly  announced  to  the  world,  as  our  settled  policy, 
'that  no  future  European  colony  or  dominion  shall,  with 
'  our  consent,  be  planted  or  established  on  any  part  of  the 
'American  continent." 

Our  own  security  requires  that  the  established  policy  thus 
announced  should  guide  our  conduct,  and  this  applies  with 
great  force  to  the  peninsula  of  Yucaran.  It  is  situate  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  on  the  North  American  continent ;  and  from 
its  vicinity  to  Cuba,  to  the  capes  of  Florida,  to  New  Orleans, 
and  indeed  to  our  vvliole  southwestern  coast,  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  our  peace  and  security  if  it  should  become  a 
colony  of  any  European  nation. 

We  have  now  authentic  informalioii,  thatif  the  aid  asked 
from  the  United  States  he  not  granted,  such  aid  will  prob- 
ably be  obtained  from  some  European  Power,  which  may 
hereafter  assert  a  claim  to  "dominion  and  sovereignty  "over 
Yucatan. 

Our  existing  relations  with  Yucatan  are  of  a  peculiar  char- 
acter, as  will  be  perceived  frinii  the  note  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  her  Coinmissioner,  dated  on  the  24th  of  December, 
last ;  a  copy  of  wliich  is  herewith  transmitted.  Yucatan  has 
never  declared  her  independence,  and  we  treat  her  as  a  State 
of  the  Mexican  Kepublic.  For  this  reason  we  have  never 
officially  re'eived  her  Commissioner;  but  whilst  this  is  the 
case,  we  have,  to  a  considerable  extent,  recognized  lier  as  a 
neutral  in  our  war  with  Mexico.  Whilst  still  considering 
Yucatan  as  a  portion  of  Mexico,  if  we  had  troops  to  spare 
for  this  purpose,  t  would  deem  it  proper,  during  the  contin- 
uance of  the  war  with  Mexico,  to  occupy  and  hold  military 
possession  of  her  territory,  and  to  defend  the  white  inhabit- 
ants against  the  incursions  of  the  Indians,  in  the  same  way 
that  we  have  employed  our  troops  in  other  States  of  the 
Mexican  Kepiihlic  in  our  possession,  in  repelling  the  attacks 
of  savages  upon  the  inhabitants,  wlio  have  maintained  their 
neutrality  in  the  war.  But,  unforlunatcily,  we  cannot  at  the 
present,  without  serious  danger,  withdraw  our  forces  from 
other  portions  of  the  Mexican  territory  now  in  our  occupa- 
tion,and  sendthem  to  Yucatan.  All  that  can  be  done,  under 
existing  circumstances,  is  to  employ  our  naval  forces  in  the 
Gulf,  not  required  at  other  points,  to  afford  them  relief.  But 
it  is  not  to  he  expected  that  any  adequate  protection  can  thus 
be  afforded,  as  the  operations  of  such  naval  forces  must  of 
necessity  be  confined  to  the  coast. 

I  have  considered  it  proper  to  communicate  the  informa- 
tion contained  in  the  accompanying  correspondence,  and  I 
submit  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress  to  adopt  such  measures 
as,  in  their  judgment,  maybe  expedient  to  prevent  Yucatan 
from  becoming  a  colony  of  any  European  Power,  which,  in 
no  event,  cuuld  be  permitted  by  the  United  States  ;  and  at 
the  same  time  to  rescue  the  white  race  from  extermination 
or  expulsion  from  their  country. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  ^pril  29, 1848. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Massachusetts,  moved 
that  the  message  and  accompanying  documents  be 
referred  td  the^Committee  on  Territories. 

[Many  voices :  Refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs.] 

He  said  it  was  perfectly  evident  that  this  was  one 
of  the  most  interesting  messages  that  could  possibly 
be  communicated  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  Congi-ess.  He  did  not  know  that  the 
Committee  on  Territories  was  the  most  pi'oper 
committee  to  which  the  reference  could  be  made: 
he  did  not  know,  for  he  had  no  time  to  consider, 
whether  that  committee,  or  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  or  a  select  committee,  was  the 
most  appropriate  committee.  But  he  deemed  the 
occasion  appropriate  to  make  some  remarks  to 
this  House  on  the  policy  of  this  Government  to- 
wards its  territories.  It  was  manifest,  that  while 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  was  occupied  in 
the  various  matters  which  had  for  some  weeks 
engrossed  its  attention,  there  was  lying  before 
them,  demanding  their  grave  consideration,  in  re- 
lation to  several  of  the  States  in  Mexico,  matters 
of  more  important  interest  to  the  existence,  to  the 
duration  of  this  Republic,  than  could  be  found  in 
any  of  the  other  relations  of  this  Govennnent. 
He  proposed,  if  it  was  in  order  on  this  occasion,  to 
make  some  remarks  upon  the  general  policy  of 
this  Government  towards  any  territories  which 
might  be  expected  to  be  acquired  from  the  Repub- 
lic of  A'lexico  by  treaty  of  peace  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  inquired  if  such  a  course 
of  remark  would  be  in  older.' 

The  SPEAKER  remarking  that  he  coiild  not 
decide  whether  remarks  were  in  order  until  they 
were  submitted,  said  that  a  general  speech  on  the 
subject  of  territories  already  embraced  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  under  a  treaty  which 
was  understood  to  have  been  ratified  by  the  Senate, 


would  hardly  apply  to  the  question  of  aiding  a 
people  of  another  territory. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  said  he  understood  that  the 
message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  cer- 
tainly contemplated,  when  viewed  in  some  aspects, 
the  annexation  of  the  territory  of  Yucatan;  [cries 
of  "No,  no;"]  and  the  question  would  arise  upon 
that  message,  in  what  manner  the  Government 
should  proceed  in  relation  to  any  acquisition  from 
the  Republic  of  Mexico  in  any  maimer.  : 

Mr.  COBB  made  the  point  of  order,  that  the 
gentleman  from  Massachu.setls  having  very  proper- 
ly notified  the  House  that  it  was  his  intention  to 
enlarge  his  remarks  to  cover  the  whole  ground  in 
relation  to  territories  already  annexed,  this  discus- 
sion was  irrelevant,  and  not  in  order,  on  the  mo- 
tion to  refer  the  message  just  received.  And  he 
submitted  to  the  Chair,  and  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  that  if  the  House  intended  to  take 
any  order  whatever  on  the  message,  it  was  cer- 
tainly unwise  to  enter  upon  a  general  debate;  for 
the  discussion  must  necessarily  be  prolonged,  and 
wottid  eventuate  in  preventing  any  action.  The 
message  ought  to  be  referred  at  once  to  the  proper 
cominiitee,  which  he  thought  was  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foi-eign  Affairs;  let  the  cotnmittee  i-eport, 
and  then  the  House  could  go  into  a  discussion  of 
the  merits  of  the  question,  which  would  then  be 
in  order.  At  present  it  seemed  that  the  only  legit- 
imate discussion  would  he  as  to  the  propriety  of 
referring  and  printin:;;  the  document,  and  not  the 
whole  siUiject  in  relation  to  our  territories.  He 
made  this  point  of  order,  and  he  trusted  it  would 
be  acquiesced  in  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts. 

The  SPEAKER  stated,  that  being  in  the  House, 
and  not  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  the  rules  of  the  House  must  apply, 
and  no  remarks  would  be  in  order  which  did  not 
apply  to  Yucatan,  its  condition,  and  the  message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates.  In  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  a  wider  range  of  debate  was 
allowed. 

Mr.  COBB  called  for  the  enforcement  of  the  de- 
cision. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  said  he  made  the  motion  to 
refer  the  message  to  the  Committee  on  Territories 
on  the  ground  that,  as  he  contended,  all  the  terri- 
tories hereafter  to  be  annexed,  or  which  might  be 
annexed,  should  be  annexed  as  territories,  and  re- 
main for  the  present  in  the  form  of  territorial  gov- 
ernments. The  Committee  on  Territories  would 
be  the  appropriate  committee  to  consider  first  the 
message  of  the  President,  and  then,  if  any  action 
of  this'kind  was  to  be  had,  it  should  be  in  the  form 
of  a  projet  of  a  territorial  government. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  would  point  out  any  purpose  or  in- 
timation of  a  purpose  in  the  message  that  Yucatan 
was  to  be  annexed  to  the  United  States,  then  he 
would  decide  the  course  of  remark  which  the  gen- 
tleman had  indicated  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  had  understood,  from  hear- 
ing the  message  hastily  read,  that  the  President 
had  laid  before  Congress  the  situation  of  the  State 
of  Yucatan — the  situation  of  its  white  population, 
the  extreme  danger  in  which  they  were  from  the 
uprising  of  the  Indians  within  that  State;  that  he 
had  cahed  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  cele- 
brated declaration  of  Mr.  Monroe  in  1823,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  dominion  or  interference  of  any  Euro- 
pean or  other  foreign  Power  upon  any  of  the 
territory  on  this  continent;  that  he  had  called  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  this  matter  with  a  view  to 
action;  action  looking  to  and  securing  protection 
for  the  people  of  the  State  of  Yucatan;  that,  al- 
though he  had  not  recommended,  he  had  made 
various  suggestions  looking  to  the  ultimate  occu- 
pation of  that  country — the  temporary  occupation 
for  the  purpose  of  protection;  and  he  (Mr.  R.) 
apprehended  that  the  questions  legitirnately  arose 
— first,  shall  that  occupation  be  made?  second, 
with  what  view  >  and  third,  in  what  manner?  Pie 
proposed  to  discuss  these  que.?tioiis,  and  he  thought, 
tf  anything  was  to  be  done  with  relation  to  acquir- 
ing the  territory,  it  should  be  done  in  the  form  of 
a  territorial  government.  Such  was  the  coiulitioii 
of  that  people,  such  their  intellectual  and  social 
state,  that  this  was  the  only  fit  way  m  which  any 
portion  of  the  territory  of  Mexico  could  ripen  into 
a  State.  The  remarks  he  was  about  to  make  in 
refei-eiice  to  Yucatan  were  equally  applicable  to 
any  other  part  of  Mexico  which  we  were  about  to 
annex  or  might  hereafter  annex. 
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Tlie  SPEAKER  sus:<restcd  whether,  in  discuss- 
iri"-  llic  niessaice  in  lefeieiice  to  ibe  French  people, 
it  would  not  have  lieen  equally  competent  to  pro- 
pose to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Territories, 
and  to  discuss  the  |)olicy  of  a  territorial  govern- 
ment in  reference  to  the  French  revolution?  It 
seemed  to  him  that  it  would  have  been  equally 
com[)etent  for  the  i^entleman  to  liave  made  his  mo- 
tion and  insisted  upon  liis  course  of  remarks  upon 
that  subject. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  replied,  he  did  not  under- 
stand that  the  French  Government  had  called  for 
aid,  or  that  the  President  of  the  United  Stales  pro- 
posed the  occupation  of  any  |Kut  of  the  territory 
of  France;  but  it  was  to  terriuny  upon  this  con- 
tinent that  the  present  message  referred,  and  the 
President  had  taken  a  broad  distinction  between 
it  and  foreijjn  territory. 

iMr.  PETTIT  called  for  the  enforcement  of  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  and  said  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  were  out  of  order. 

Tiie  SPEAi'iER  said  he  had  no  mode  of  bring- 
ing the  que.stion  to  a  test  except  by  allowing  the 
gentleman  from  jMasaachusetts  to  proceed.  The 
Chair  had  given  his  general  opinion  that  the  course 
of  remarks  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  was 
about  to  pursue  would  not  be  relevant,  and  if  the 
rules  were  insisted  upon  he  must  be  ruled  out  of 
order.  The  gentleman,  however,  had  the  right  lo 
proceed  in  his  speech,  and  then  he  could  be  called 
to  order,  if  he  discussed  topics  which  were  not 
legitimately  before  the  House.  , 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  inquired  if  he 
understood  the  Speaker  to  rule  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  A'lassachusctts  to  be  out  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  motion  was  not 
out  of  order,  and  stated  that  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  would  proceed. 

Mr.  BURT  desired  to  move  that  the  message  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  would  be  exceedingly  happy 
that  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  should 
have  an  ojiportunity  to  make  the  motion.  It  could, 
however,  be  made  hereafter. 

The  message  which  had  been  communicated  by 
the  President  of  tha  United  Stales  to  this  House 
rehfited  (he  said)  to  one  of  the  States  of  the  Repub- 
lic of  Mexico;  and,  in  the  present  condilion  of  the 
relations  between  the  United  States  and  that  Re- 
public, it  was  inipossilile  to  separate  in  our  consid- 
eration the  various  matters  which  related  to  the  va- 
rious portions  of  that  Republic.  It  was  true  that 
a  treaty  of  peace  had  been  acted  upon  by  this  Gov- 
ernment which  had  relation  to  a  portion  of  the  do- 
main of  Mexico,  it  was  yet  uncertain  what  might 
be  the  fate  in  that  country  of  the  treaty  as  modified 
in  this;  but  it  was  not  too  ttiucIi  to  assurne  that  the 
result  of  all  this  transaction  might  very  probably 
be,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico 
might  become  part  and  parcel  of  the  United  States; 
and  he  held  that  now,  at  this  time,  it  was  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  this  great  cjuestion  should 
be  settled — this  great,  vital  question,  which  should 
indicate  the  course  of  this  Government  towards 
territory  which  was  to  be  acquired — whether  any 
portion  of  that  territory  was  to  be  annexed,  as 
Texas  was  annexed  and  admitted  as  a  Stale  into 
this  Union,  under  that  clause  of  the  Constitution 
which  authorized  the  admission  of  new  States;  or 
whether  the  protection  and  dominion  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  was  first  to  be  ex- 
tended over  it  in  the  form  in  which  it  had  been 
extended  over  the  whols  western  portion  of  this 
continent.  Now,  it  was  well  known  that  in  this 
transaction  relating  to  the  annexation  of  Texas 
and  of  all  tliis  new  territory,  dill'erent  o[)inions  had 
prevailed  and  been  advocated  with  respect  to  tlie 
powers  of  this  Government  under  the  Constitution. 
It  had  been  supposed,  before  the  question  of  the 
annexation  of  Texas  was  disposed  of,  that  this 
Government  had  no  constitutional  power  to  annex 
new  Stales  by  act  of  Congress,  or  to  agree  to  their 
admission  as  States,  until  the  territory  had  been 
acquired  by  treaty  on  the  nan  of  tliis  Government. 
It  was  a  new  doctrine  at  tlie  time  this  question  was 
first  discussed,  that  the  power  given  to  Congress 
by  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  authorized  Congress  to  admit  new 
States,  projnio  vi^ore  carried  with  it  the  power  to 
acquire  territory  from  foreign  Goverfiments,  out  of 
which  Slates  were  to  be  created.  That  position 
was  tiiken  at  that  time,  and  it  iiad  already  been 
dtfttinctly  referred  to  by  an  honorable  geiitleinan 
from  Illinois  as  a  precedent  by  wliich  it  was  to  be 


declared  by  this  Government  that  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  had  the  ]30wer  lo  arquire  terri- 
tory of  a  foreign  Slate.  It  had  been  his  (Mr.  R.'s) 
fortune  to  contend  against  that  docirine  at  that  time, 
and  now  it  was  his  duty  to  contend  against  anotlier 
doctrine,  which  had  been  sought  to  be  ingrafted 
upon  the  same  section  of  the  Constitution,  which 
denied  to  Congress  the  power  to  establish  territo- 
rial governments  at  all.  Here  were  two  questions 
of  vital,  paramount  importance.  In  the  first  place, 
it  was  said,  that  after  you  have  exhausted  tlie 
treaty-making  power,  by  which  heretofore  acquisi- 
tions had  been  made,  you  may  then,  by  bare  ma- 
jorities in  both  Tlouses  of  Congress,  annex  new 
Slates  to  this  Union  out  of  foreign  territory. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  rose  now  to  a  point  of 
order.  The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had 
said  sufficient  to  indicate  the  course  he  meant  to 
pursue,  and  to  that  course  of  remark  he  [Mr. 
Cobb]  oL)jecied.  He  desired  the  action  of  the 
House  on  this  message  without  irrelevant  debate, 
and  he  submitted  that  the  course  of  remark  which 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Rock- 
well] had  given  an  indication  that  he  would  pur- 
sue, was  boih  irrelevant  and  out  of  order. 

1'he  SPEAKER  briefly  explained,  and  decided 
that  any  debate  on  the  abstract  right  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  establish  governments  ov,cr  territory 
that  it  might  acquire,  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  desired  j)ermission  to  say  a 
word  or  two.  He  had  not  risen  to  discuss  the 
question  now  before  the  House,  though  he  was 
ready  to  admit  that  it  was  a  very  grave  question, 
but  to  suggest  that  this  message  should  be  sent  to, 
a  select  committee.  If  in  order,  he  would  move 
its  reference  to  a  select  committee  of  nine  mem- 
bers. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  such  a  motion  was 
not  yet  in  order,  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Rockwell]  being  in  possession  of  the 
floor,  if  It  was  the  pleasure  of  the  House  that  he 
should  proceed.  [Several  voices  :  Let  iiini  proceed 
111  order.] 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Massachusetts,  had  no 
objection  to  make  the  same  motion  as  had  been 
suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Gfeorgia,  [Mr. 
Stephens,]  and  he  would  add  to  it  instructions  to 
inquire  and  re[)ort  whether  all  territory  that  shall 
herealier  become  part  of  tlife  Republic  from  the 
Republic  of  Mexico,  should  not  be  first  organized 
by  forming  a  territorial  government.  By  that  mo- 
tion he  believed  the  whole  <|uestion  was*  thrown 
open,  and  he  should  now  proceed  to  its  discussion. 

Mr.  COBB  understood  this  motion  had  been 
made  lor  the  purpose  of  giving  the  gentleman  from 
Mi:ssachusetts  an  opportunity  to  make  a  speech 
that  was  out  of  order.  Now,  he  submitted  that  the 
message  be'fuie  the  House  had  no  relierence  to  ter- 
ritorial governments,  and  no  motion  would  be  in 
order  that  proposed  to  make  a  debate  legitimate 
which  on  the  message  itself  was  out  of  order.  The 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  could  not  thus  re- 
lieve himself  from  llie  effect  of  the  decision  of  the 
Chair,  by  making  a  motion  that  was  not  applica- 
ble to  the  subject  before  the  House,  and  which  did 
not  legitimately  grow  out  of  it.  The  subject  of 
territonalgove^nments  did  not  necessarily  grow  out 
of  this  message,  and  hence  the  instructions  which 
he  had  submitted  were  not  in  order.  The  propriety 
of  the  motion  he  did  not  question. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  it  appeared  by  the  message 
of  the  President  that  there  was  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  Secretary  of  Slate  amongst  the  documents 
accompanying  the  message  which  related  to  the 
governmentorsovereigntyofYucatan.  Ifthatletter 
was  nut  too  long,  he  should  be  glad  to  have  it  read, 
and  then  they  should  understand  the  bearings  of 
the  subject. 

The  SPEAKER  expressed  his  dissent  with  the 
views  of  the  geiuleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Cobd] 
respecting  tlie  admissibility  of  motions  that  gave  a 
different  direction  to  subjects  before  the  House. 
Circumstances  might  arise  in  which  such  motions 
would  be  admissible. 

Mr.  COBB  said  he  had  not  alluded  to  the  amend- 
ment, but  to  the  instructions,  which  were  of  a  dif- 
ferent character  than  the  message.  And  his  point 
was,  that  the  House  could  not  refer  a  message  to  a 
committee  with  instructions  to  consider  something 
el.se.  He  admitted  that  great  latitude  must  neces- 
sarily be  allowed  in  debate,  but  he  could  not  agree 
that  they  could  refer  a  message  and  therewith 
instruct  the  committee  lo  consider  something  tluit 
was  wholly  irrelevant. 


The  SPEAKER  intimated  that  until  they  had 
read  the  documenls  they  were  not  competent  to 
decide  on  the  relation  they  bore  to  the  subject  of 
territorial  governments.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Vinton]  had  called  for  the  reading  of  a  letter 
to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  C'OBB  was  aware  of  the  difficulties  of  the 
case,  and  if  he  could  foresee  that  the  debate  would 
terminate  with  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Rockwell,]  he  would  not 
persist  in  his  objections.  But  other  gentlemen  might 
desire  to  follow  him,  and  a  debate  might  spring  up 
which  would  consume  much  time.  It  was  not 
necessary  that  the  gentleman  should  deliver  to  the 
House  the  argument  which  he  had  prepared  at 
this  time:  many  other  opportunities  would  present 
themselves  almost  daily.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  seeing  the 
difficulty  in  which  the  Chair  and  the  House  were 
involved  on  this  question,  would  consent  to  free 
them  from  it  by  postponing  his  argument  to  some 
other  time.  When  the  report  should  come  in  from 
the  committee  to  whom  the  message  might  be  re- 
ferred, a  more  appropriate  opportunity  would  be 
afforded  than  the  present,  at  which  lime  he  (Mr.  C.) 
would  not  object  to  an  enlarged  debate. 

Mr.  ROCKV/ELL  yielded  to  the  force  of  Mr. 
Cobb's  appeal,  and  surrendered  the  floor. 

Mr.  STEPPIENS  again  urged  the  reference  to  a 
select  committee.  He  had  not  risen  to  enter  into 
the  discussion,  for  this  was  not  the  proper  time 
for  discussion.  He  wished  to  see  the  documents 
accompanying  this  message  before  he  was  called 
upon  to  go  into  any  debate.  It  seemed  to  him,  as 
he  heart!  the  message  read,  that  it  was  a  grave 
question  that  it  presented  for  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  and  he  trusted,  without  any  discussion 
now,  these  documents  would  be  referred,  and  that 
at  an  early  period  a  report  would  be  submitted  for 
the  action  of  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  thought  this  message 
should  go  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
stale  of  the  Union.  He  well  understood  the  pro- 
priety of  giving  time  for  discussion  and  inquiry, 
and  lie  hoped  each  memberof  the  House  would  give 
to  the  subject  all  the  examination  his  ability,  and 
opportunity,  and  knowledge  of  the  history,  and 
condition,  and  geographical  position  of  the  coun- 
try would  enable  him  to  give  to  it;  and  this  could 
be  done  as  well  if  the  direction  were  given  to  it  that 
he  had  suggested,  as  if  it  were  referred  to  a  stand- 
ing or  select  committee,  and  probably  with  less 
delay. 

Mr.  ROOT  desired  to  know  how  long  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  thought  it  would  be 
before  it  would  be  likely  to  be  reached  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  if  it  got  there. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  was  not  able  to  say, 
but  it  mi^ht  be  made  the  special  order  for  Tuesday 
next.  ["There  is  one  for  that  day."]  It  was  a 
subject  which  had  been  partially  under  considera- 
tion for  the  last  few  days,  for  they  had  seen  that 
application  had  been  made  to  this  Government  by 
a  commissioner  from  Yucatan  for  aid.  And  he 
had  seen  with  regret,  and  he  believed  every  mem- 
ber would  concur  with  him  in  regretting,  that,  from 
whatever  cause  he  knew  not,  repealed  applications 
had  been  made  to  this  Government,  in  a  manner 
to  bespeak  the  symjiathy  of  mankind,  and  partic- 
ularly of  this  country,  that  had  interested  itself  in 
the  cause  of  neighboring  nations,  and  that  of  these 
repeateil  applications  lo  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  no  notice  was  taken  until  the  com- 
missioner of  Yucatan  appealed  to  the  public  in  be- 
half of  suffering  hum!\nity.  He  was  not  in  the 
habit  of  complaining  of  any  branch  of  this  Govern- 
ment. If  Ihe  Government  did  its  duty,  opposed  to 
it  jiolilically  as  he  was,  he  would  stand  by  it,  and 
he  was  always  ready  to  give  it  his  cordial  cooper- 
ation, so  far  as  was  necessary  to  aid  it  in  carrying 
on  the  affairs  of  this  country.  But  he  snid  again 
he  had  seen  with  regret  a  statement  published  in 
the  newspapers  within  the  last  few  days,  under  the 
name  of  Mr.  Sierra,  commissioner  from  Yucatan, 
that  he  had  again  and  again  appealed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  Stale  for  aid  for  his  countrymen,  and  again 
and  again  a  deaf  ear  was  turned  to  his  application. 
He  mentioned  it  now  not  lo  reproach  anybody. 
The  Secretary  of  Slate  may  have  had  his  hands 
full  and  hot  been  able  to  attend  to  the  application. 
When  an  appeal  came  from  Texas,  at  the  time 
that  General  Woll  issued  his  proclamation  threat- 
ening extermination  by  internecine  war,  we  list- 
ened to  her  invocation,  and  imstened  to  the  assist- 
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ance  of  suffering  humanity,  though  it  might  be  we 
viewed  the  Texans  as  more  nearly  allied  to  our- 
selves. But  here,  too,  was  suffering  humanity, 
which  appealed  to  us  for  aid,  in  granting  which 
we  should  involve  ourselves  in  no  international 
conflict,  for  it  was  aid  against  barbarians  that  was 
invoked — againstsavages  that  thirsted  for  the  blood 
of  the  Yucatanese,  and  were  pursuing  the  inhabit- 
ants of  a  neighboring  nation  with  unrelenting  hos- 
tility, to  utter  destruction.  Should  we  then  stand  by 
as  a  nation,  occupying  so  important  a  part  on  this 
great  continent,  and  give  no  aid.'  With  such  a 
force  as  our  squadron,  not  now  required  to  operate 
against  the  enemy,  would  furnish,  though  the 
ships  could  not  reach  the  shores — he  would  under- 
take to  say,  with  the  force  that  could  be  landed 
by  the  ships'  boats  of  well-disciplined  and  trained 
sailors,  although  they  could  not  proceed  into  the 
interior,  we  could  send  terror  amongst  the  savage 
foe,  and  teach  them  that  they  could  not  with  impu- 
nity encroach  on  civilized  man. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  interposed  and  said  he  desired 
to  make  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  a  sin- 
gle suggestion.  He  thought  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  a  good  one. 
In  such  a  case  there  must  be  some  plan  devised 
which  must  be  imbodied  in  a  bill  in  a  clear  and 
precise  shape,  and  he  deemed  it  imprudent  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  without  some  meas- 
ure to  be  submitted  for  consideration.  The  Com- 
mittee  on  Foreign  Affairs  or  a  select  committee 
could  point  out  some  precise  mode  of  relief  for  the 
approval  of  the  House,  and  he  hoped  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  would  concur  in  a  refer- 
ence to  some  smaller  body  than  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  always  appreciated  the 
suggestions  of  his  friend  from  Alabama,  and  he 
did  so  on  this  occasion.  His  object  was  to  pro- 
mote early  action,  and  if  the  couise  suggested  by 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  would  produce  that 
result,  he  should  interpose  no  objection.  But  he 
should  desire  the  committee  to  report  to  the  House 
at  as  early  a  day  as  possible.  He  had  risen  sud- 
denly, on  the  instant  the  proposition  was  made, 
with  several  plans  suggested  to  his  mind.  He  first 
thought  that  the  best  reference  would  be  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  that  Tuesday  or 
even  Monday  could  be  fixed  for  its  consideration. 
If,  however,  a  standing  or  a  select  committee  would 
better  answer  the  purpose  and  avoid  unnecessary 
delay,  he  should  readily  acquiesce. 

iVir.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  could  not 
consent  that  that  mes.sage  should  go  to  any  com- 
mittee until  one  of  its  features  was  brought  dis- 
tinctly to  the  view  of  this  House;  and  then,  in  that 
respect,  the  House  could  determine  to  what  com- 
mittee it  should  go.  As  a  mere  question  of  instant 
relief,  he  supposed  no  man  questioned  that  that 
relief  v^ould  be  by  sending  a  portion  of  the  army 
or  navy,  which  would  be  the  question  to  be  sub- 
mitted for  consideration  and  decision  of  the  House. 
But  the  President  had  taken  the  opportunity  of 
reiterating  a  doctrine  which  was  said  to  be  the 
doctrine  of  Mr.  Monroe;  and  there  never  was  a 
more  inappropriate  time  for  the  assertion  of  that 
doctrine,  even  if  it  did  apply.  Because  the  Yuca- 
tanese told  them  that  they  were  about  to  be  exter- 
minated, and,  in  obedience  to  the  law  of  nations — 
salvs  reipublicK  suprema  lex — which  in  all  minds 
should  be  above  all  other  considerations,  to  save 
their  lives,  appealed  to  other  countries,  did  this 
country,  in  this  enlightened  age,  when  all  Europe 
was  responding  to  the  sentiment  that  a  people  have 
the  right  to  select  for  themselves  their  own  guar- 
diaris  in  a  manner  and  form  agreeable  to  their  own 
institutions — should  we  say,  while  we  are  unable 
to  rescue  them  from  the  difficulties  by  which  they 
arc  surrounded,  that  we  will  interpose  between 
them  and  any  other  country  that  should  attempt 
to  give  them  the  necessary  aid  and  protection.' 
Should  we,  in  advance,  throw  ourselves  before 
other  nations  and  bid  them  defiance,  and  say  to 
them  respectively.  Stop;  if  you  do  afford  protec- 
tion, if  you  do  throw  the  npgis  of  your  protection 
over  these  people  to  whom  we  are  not  able  to  afford 
assistance,  we  will  meet  you  in  a  conflict  of  arms.' 
That  doctrine  of  Mr.  Monroe  was  applied,  be  it 
remembered,  at  the  time  the  allied  sovereigns  were 
about  to  interfere  with  self-government.  .When 
the  States  of  South  America  had  disenthralled 
theniselves,  the  allied  sovereigns,  fearing  difficul- 
ties in  Europe  from  the  diffusion  of  free  sentiments 
and  the  establishment  of  republics  in  South  Amer- 


ica, contemplated  bringing  back  to  colonial  .sub- 
jection the  southern  hemisphere.  But  we  prompt- 
ly met  them;  and  the  people,  feeling  the  justice  of 
the  course — feeling  a  hearty  sympathy  with  South 
America — were  willing  to  support  Mr.  Monroe; 
but  did  that  include  the  doctrine  that  Yucatan 
should  not  choose  who  should  be  her  protector.' 
Did  it  prohibit  her  from  calling  upon  any  nation 
for  protection  .'  He  warned  gentlemen — he  warned 
this  country — while  we  were  assuming  this  bold 
attitude,  not  to  be  so  lofty  in  their  pretensions. 
There  was  yet  one  nation  that  had  not  lost  the 
imperial  diadem,  and  such  pretensions  might  in- 
volve us  in  a  calamitous  war.  He  protested  against 
that  doctrine  which  the  President  in  this  message 
had  promulgated,  and  he  lioped  it  would  not  be 
sanctioned  by  this  House. 

Mr.  COBB  said  there  was  one  remark  which 
had  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll]  which  he  regretted  to  liear. 
He  regretted  that  that  gentleman  should  deem  it 
proper,  in  anticipation  of  the  publication  of  these 
documents,  and  before  the  information  which  they 
contained  could  go  to  the  country,  to  cast  censure 
on  the  Government  here  in  reference  to  its  coarse 
on  this  subject.  Pie  did  not  know  how  far  these 
documents,  when  published,  would  justify  those 
imputations,  or  relieve  the  Government  from  them; 
but  It  would  have  been  better  to  liave  allowed  them 
to  be  printed  and  to  go  to  the  country,  and  then 
they  would  all  be  able  to  form  a  correct  judgment 
as  to  the  propriety  of  the  course  which  the  Presi- 
dent had  pursued. 

Mr.  liNGERSOLL  explained.  What  he  re- 
ferrcd  to  was  this:  A  paper  appeared  the  other  day 
in  the  different  gazettes,  signed  by  Mr.  Sierra's 
own  name,  in  wliich  he  said,  that  seven  months 
ago,  he  made  the  first  application  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  to  which  he  had  received  no  reply.  After- 
wards he  made  another  application,  the  precise 
date  of  which  he  (Mr.  1.)  did  not  recollect,  and  to 
that  he  had  received  no  answer,  and  that  he  was 
making  a  third  communication.  He  (Mr.  I.)  ex- 
pressed his  regret  that  such  a  course  should  have 
been  pursued.  His  friend  from  Georgia  knew 
that  he  was  not  apt  to  make  complaints  where 
they  were  not  deserved.  But  in  this  case  he  ex- 
pressed his  regret  that  so  much  time  should  have 
been  allowed  to  elapse  when  suffering  humanity 
was  appealing  for  succor;  and  he  now  appealed 
to  this  House,  in  the  name  of  that  humanity,  not 
to  let  that  delay  be  participated  in  by  this  House, 
as  it  had  unfortunately  been  participated  in  by  tiie 
State  Department. 

Mr.  COBB  asked  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania if  he  was  sure  this  commissioner  had  been 
recognized.'  ["No;  he  had  not."]  Clearly,  he 
had  not.  He  would  not,  however,  gd  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject  at  this  time. 

Mr.  STEPHEINS  was  not  prepared  to  say  what 
course  the  House  should  take  with  this  matter. 
But  if,  after  all,  they  should  grant  some  sort  of 
relief,  he  asked  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll,]  with  whom  lie  generally 
concurred,  if  it  was  not  necessary  that  the  plan  of 
relief  should  be  digested  before  it  was  presented  to 
this  House.  Could  the  House  do  anything  until 
a  digested  plan  was  before  it .'  He  suggestect  to  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  if  it  was  not  both 
proper  and  necessary  that  some  committee  should 
consider  the  subject,  and  prepare  a  plan  for  the 
action  of  the  House.'  This  was  a  great  question, 
and  he  would  state  frankly  to  the  House,  that  until 
he  became  better  acquainted  with  the  facts,  and 
knew  more  of  the  circumstances,  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  say  that  this  country  should  set  out  on 
a  crusade  to  establish  freedom  in  other  Govern- 
ments, and  to  throw  the  aegis  of  its  protectiun  over 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth.  WJiile  he  would  sym- 
pathize (if  the  Plouse  would  pardon  (he  use  of  that 
now  common  expression)  with  the  Yucatanese,  he 
was  not  prepared  to  say  that  he  was  commissioned 
by  his  constituents  to  go  in  search  of  misery  and 
oppression  in  other  nations,  and  tender  tliem  the 
assistance  of  this  Government,  tlowever,  he 
should  not  prejudge  this  case,  and  say  it  was  one 
to  which  they  could  not  extend  relief.  He  was 
one  of  those  here  last  year  who  sent  bread  to  suf- 
fering humanity  in  Ireland  when  it  was  starviii"-; 
and  he  was  still  willing  to  give  all  the  aid  that  could 
be  furnished,  but  he  must  understand  all  the  facts 
of  the  case  before  he  could  say  he  would  do  any- 
thing in  cases  in  which  his  sympathies  might  be 
aroused.     He  might,  when  he  had  examined  the 


facts,  agree  with  tlie  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
in  sending  assistance  to  the  people  of  a  bordering 
nation.  But  it  might  turn  out  that  something  else 
was  necessary  besides.  It  was  a  new  question, 
and  should  be  well  considered.  When  it  came  up 
properly,  he  intended  and  expected  to  give  his 
views  upon  it;  but  at  present  he  would  not  longer 
detain  the  House.  In  the  history  of  this  country 
there  had  been  no  such  question  presented;  and  a 
question  would  arise  whether  this  Government, 
under  any  circumstances,  could  render -assistance 
similar  to  that  asked  for  Ij;^  Yucatan.  Animportant 
constitutional  principle  was  involved.  Suppose  it 
true  that  the  Spanish  white  population  of  Yucatan, 
as  they  were  called,  should  propose  to  this  Gov- 
ernment to  sell  out  their  countr)',  if  we  would  pro- 
tect them;  suppose  this  was  so,  (and  he  was  not 
going  to  prejudge  the  case,)  did  it  not  involve  a 
grave  question.'  Was  it  not  a  new  question  .'  It 
was  suggested  to  him  by  gentlemen  who  had  at- 
tended to  the  readingof  themessage,  thatit  amounts 
to  that.  He  would  repeat  that  it  was  a  grave  ques- 
tion, and  he  aiipealed  to  the  good  sense  of  the 
House  if  it  did  not  become  them  to  pau.se  before 
they  took  such  a  step  as  that?  He  was  not  pre- 
pared to  doit  without  some  reflection.  And  was 
it  not,  then,  proper  that  it  should  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee  to  examine  and  report  upon  the 
facts  .'  and,  if  theyfound  it  was  proper  for  the  action 
of  the  House,  they  could  submit  some  digested  plan 
to  give  eflicient  aid,  that  would  be  suitable  and  val- 
uable to  that  country. 

Mr.  COBB,  resuming  the  floor,  observed  that  he 
thought  a  reference  of  the  message  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  would 
answer  every  purpose  that  could  be  accomplished 
b^  sending  it  to  a  select  committee  or  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs;  for,  whatever  measures 
it  might  be  proper  to  take,  could  as  well  be  con- 
sidered and  digested  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
as  anywhere  else. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  asked  whether  a  Committee 
of  the  "Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  could  re- 
port a  bill? 

Mr.  COBB  replied,  most  certainly  it  could.  It 
had  the  same  right  to  prepare  and  report  bills  as 
any  other  committee. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said,  that  in  considering  the 
subject  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  any  measure 
which  the  committee  would  report  would  be  sug- 
gested in  committee  *by  some  one  individual,  so 
that  the  measure  would  be  suggested  by  an  indi- 
vidual at  last.  Else  why  refer  any^matter  at  all? 
Why  send  a  subject  to  a  standing  committee,  if  it 
could  be  as  well  considered  in  the  House?  And  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
would  be  no  better  able  to  digest  measures  than 
the  HoHse  itself. 

Mr.  COBB  said  such  a  committee  would  have 
an  important  advantage  over  the  Plouse  for  such  a 
purpose,  because  it  enjo3'ed  a  v/idcr  latitude  of  de- 
bate. And ,  though  the  subject  of  this  message  did 
involve  a  principle  of  very  great- importance,  yet, 
as  to  the  measure  to  be  recommended,  it  was  a 
simple  matter  and  attended  with  no  complexity. 
In  ordinary  matters  of  business,  especially  where 
accounts  or  other  details  were  involved,  a  select  or 
standing  committee  might  be  very  necessary  and 
desirable:  but  this  was  no  matter  of  detail,  and 
however  important  in  its  bearings,  the  thing  to  be 
done  must  be  in  its  nature  plain  and  simple. 

Mr.  ROBERT  SMITH  said  he  did  not  think 
that  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  State  had  been 
put  in  a  fair  light.  He  was  enabled,  from  the  most 
unquestionable  authority,  to  state  that  action  had 
been  had  in  the  matter  as  soon  as  the  department 
could  get  any  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  circum- 
stances. He  did  not  wish  that  the  Administration 
should  be  censured  before  the  world  in  relation  to 
transactions  in  which  the  country  felt  as  much  in- 
terest as  in  the  distresses  of  the  people  of  Yuca- 
tan. 

Mr.  COBB  expressed  his  anxiety  that  imme- 
diate action  should  be  taken  by  the  House,  and 
remonstrated  against  any  prolongation  of  the  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  ROOT  said  here  was  another  clear  case  of 
sympathy;  and  it  seemed  like  to~take  the  course  of 
other  sympathetic  questions,  in  having  the  House 
go  off  into  immediate  action,  even  before  one  of 
the  documents  on  which  they  were  to  act  had  been 
read.  Here  was  the  gentleman  from  Penn.sylvania 
[Mr.  J.  R.  iNor.nsoi.LJ  lashing  himself  and  the 
House  into  a  perfect  tempest  of  sympathy  for  the 
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people  of  Yucatan,  and  complaining  because  the 
Government  luid  not  acted  on  tiie  first  suggestion 
addressed  lo  it.  Now,  Mr.  R.  was  very  much  in- 
clined to  believe  tiiat  we  were  sympathizing  with  the 
aristocracy  of  Yucatan,  and  were  going  to  oppose 
the  lieniociacy :  if  he  rightly  understood  the  mat- 
ter, it  was  a  case  of  the  few  opposing  the  inairy; 
of  the  aborigines  of  the  country  rising  up  for  their 
natural  rigiits.  This  was  the  real  state  of  things, 
so  far  as  we  had  any  information  in  regard  to  it. 
Now,  if  that  was  what  was  going  on,  he  wanted 
to  know  what^business  we  had  to  interfere?  Let 
the  people  of  Yucatan  take  care  of  themselves. 
We  had  all  been  accustomed  to  sympathize  with 
the  people  of  South  America  in  their  struggles  to 
resist  the  Spaniards  who  invaded  and  trampled  on 
them:  we  were  in  the  habit  of  admitting  that  they 
had  a  right  to  keep  their  oppressors  out,  and  to  turn 
them  out  when  they  came  in;  and  Mr.  R.  did  not 
know  that  they  had  lost  any  of  their  original  rights. 
Mr.  R.  would  say  to  the  gentleman  J'rom  Peim- 
sylvania,  [Mr.  Ingersoll,]  that  if  our  Government 
acted  in  this  matter  at  all,  Yucatan,  as  a  Mexican 
province,  was  gone,  forever  and  for  aye.  Let  us 
once  take  military  possession  of  the  country,  and 
act  as  its  defender,  and  ainiexation  was  inevitable. 
Why  were  not  gentlemen  as  ready  to  sympathize 
with  France.'  Why  not  take  up  the  cause  of  the 
blouses.' 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  here  wished  to  have 
the  communication  of  Mr.  Siena  read. 

Mr.  ROOT  said  he  did  not  care  what  Mr.  Sierra 
said:  he  should  not  yield  the  floor  for  any  such 
purpose.  Here  were  gentlemen  opposed  to  the 
acquisition  of  territory  of  any  kind,  yet  wishing 
that  our  army  and  our  fleet  should  lake  military 
occupation  of  Yucatan.  How  could  gentlemen  be 
tulking  in  this  way  .'  They  might  be  very  sincere; 
he  did  not  doubt  they  were;  but  they  were  certainly 
not  very  logical. 

The  best  motion  that  had  been  made,  was  that 
which  came  from  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Stephens,]  yet  he  agreed  that  it  would  be 
better  that  motion  should  be  postponed,  till  we 
knew  better  v/hat  would  be  the  efiect  of  it. 

Mr.  R.  would  endeavor  to  keep  himself  in  or- 
der, in  the  remarks  he  meant  to  make.  This  was 
the  third  thing  of  the  same  kind  that  had  been  car- 
ried through  that  House  on  the  wings  of  sympa- 
thy; and  when  all  had  been  done,  and  the  House 
came  to  wake  up,  and  geutleiuen  began  to  rub  their 
eyes,  they  found  themselves  in  the  midst  of  a  war, 
and,  he  would  add,  of  a  national  crime. 

What!  were  we  to  go  out  and  aid  the  weaker 
party  in  every  war  all  over  the  world.'  Oh,  no; 
they  did  not  mean  that;  but  Mr.  Monroe  had  com- 
mitted us  by  his  declaration  in  1823.  Aye!  And 
what  authority  had  Mr.  Monroe  to  do  any  such 
thing.'  None  at  all.  But  it  was  sometimes  very 
convenient,  when  gentlemen  had  a  point  to  carry, 
to  resort  to  some  of  JVlr.  Monroe's  old  musty  let- 
ters. We  had  no  busmess  to  interfere  with  the 
internal  concerns  of  other  nations.  He  would  like 
to  know  whether  any  gentleman  meant  seriously 
to  take  the  position  that  it  was  our  duty  as  a  nation 
of  republicans,  to  take  part  with  the  aristocrats  of 
Yucatan  against  "  the  democracy.'" 

The  Spaniards  had  invaded  and  conquered  that 
country  years  ago,  and  had  held  on  to  their  con- 
quest until  the  democracy  of  the  country,  the  wool 
hats  and  check  shirts,  had  found  out  that  they  had 
rights,  and  were  resolved  to  maintain  them.  They 
had,  to  be  sure,  disregarded  to  some  extent  the 
laws  (if  Ckrisl'iaii  warfare;  they  had  made  rather 
free  with  their  neighbor's  property,  and  .so  did  the 
blouHcs  in  France.  They,  too,  had  .shown  but  little 
respect  lor  the  iicrsonal  property  of  Louis  Philippe; 
they  had  torn  his  old  throne  to  pieces,  and  carried 
it  about  the  streets— that  thing  so  sacred  in  the 
eyes  of  every  old  aristocrat  in  the  country;  and 
yet  we  had  ox|.re.ssed  our  synifiathy  with  the 
blouses,  and  sent  ihcm  our  congratulations.  And 
now  we  were  called  on  to  sympathize  with  the 
Spanish  aristocracy  in  a  Mexican  province!  Oh, 
but  then  the  Indian  race  were  so  inferior:  be  it  so- 
wore  we,  for  that  reason,  to  have  no  respect  for 
their  rights  as  ihe  aborigines  of  the  soil.'  Who 
were  the  Spaniards  that  were  so  inlinitcly  their  su- 
periors? Mr.  R.  imagined  they  were  about  equal 
to  the  Mexican.^;  and  if  there  was  anyihing  un- 
der the  fnce  of  heaven  meaner  than  a  Mexican 
"  grea.ner,"  he  should  like  to  know  it.  He  felt 
more  lilie  taking  sides  against  sucli  fellows  than 
ugaiiiHt  I  he  poor  Indians.     The  Yucalanese  might 


have  begged  us  long  enough  for  meat  and  flour, 
and  we  should  not  have  sent  them  any,  though  we 
did  feed  the  starving  Irish;  but  when  a  little  foreign 
faction  that  held  all  the  rest  of  th'e  population  in 
bondage  cried  out  to  us  that  they  were  no  longer 
able  to  protect  themselves  against  what  he  supposed 
gentlemen  would  style  "  a  lawless  mob,"  but  who 
were, after  all,  the  "  native  Americans"  in  Yucatan, 
we  were  straightway  to  get  up  a  most  violent  sym- 
pathy for  them,  and  censure  our  own  President  and 
his  Secretary  of  State  for  being  so  dilatory  in  not 
sending  fleets  and  armies  to  help  them.  For  what 
were  we  to  send  troops  there?  The  true  answer 
was,  to  get  a  large  territory,  and  keep  it  as  our 
own.  These  aristocrats  were  to  surrender  us  the 
country  if  we  would  but  attack  the  majority,  who 
were  cruelly  oppressing  them,  the  minority.  This 
seemed  to  be  the  only  reason  why  we  should  at- 
tack the  native  Yucatanese,  unless,  indeed,  it  was 
on  account  of  their  color. 

It  was  just  suggested  to  him  by  a  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Clingman,]-  that  no 
doubt  Louis  Philippe  would  have  been  very  glad 
if  we  had  sympathized  on  his  side,  and  protected 
him  against  the  blouses.  No  question  of  it.  But 
who  would  have  dared  to  propose  that?  If  these 
Spaniards  in  Yucatan  were  not  able  to  protect 
themselves  against  the  natives  whom  they  had  so 
long  governed  and  oppressed,  why  should  we  be 
called  on  to  do  it  for  them?  Who  was  troubling 
them?  Anybody  from  abroad?  Not  at  all.  It 
was  their  own  affair — a  contest  within  the  country 
between  a  foreign  faction  and  the  natives  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  did  not  rejoice  in  bloodshed — he 
hated  war.  He  admitted  there  might  at  times  be 
a  necessity  for  it;  but  the  heart  sickened  at  the 
thought  of  the  carnage  and  misery  that  always 
followed;  but  we  were  not  for  that  reason  war- 
ranted in  interfering  between  a  petty  faction  and  a 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  another  country. 
The  Administration  would  never  have  had  the  re- 
motest idea  of  going  on  a  crusade  of  pure  human- 
ity to  save  the  Yucatanese  from  being  slaughtered 
had  it  not  been  for  the  hope  of  grabbing  th&  coun- 
try— of  getting  more  territory.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  he  knew,  had  been  actuated 
by  no  such  motive;  he  had  been  perfectly  sincere 
in  his  idea  of  what  humanity  required  atour  hands. 
That  gentleman  did  not  see  that,  if  we  once  sent  an 
army  into  Yucatan  on  the  pretext  of  defending  the 
inhabitants,  we  should  retain  the  country  forever; 
this  that  gentleman  could  not  see.  But  Mr.  R. 
would  ask  every  other  gentleman  in  that  House 
whether,  if  we  should  once  take  such  a  step,  we 
should  not  hold  on  to  Yucatan  as  ours  forever? 
Why,  as  soon  as  we  had  driven  back  the  Indians, 
we  sliould  want  to  be  indemnified  for  the  expenses 
of  the  war — to  be  indemnified  for  our  sympathy, 
our  great  charity  and  regard  to  the  claims  of  hu- 
manity; and  they  would  indemnify  us  as  Mexico 
was  going  to  do,  by  yielding  up  their  territory.  It 
would  be  a  dear  intervention  for  the  poor  Indians. 

That  country  contained  two  distinct  races,  at  war 
with  each  other;  and  we  were  called  to  take  part 
with  one  of  them,  and  to  destroy  their  enemies. 
Now,  Mr.  R.  admitted  that  his  sympathies  were, 
first,  in-favor  of  the  white  race;  but  those  who  went 
on  this  ground  must  show  him  belter  samples  of 
the  while  man  than  these  Spaniards  before  they 
would  get  up  his  sympathies  very  high.  Under 
these  views  of  the  case,  and  not  desiring  any  hasty 
or  premature  action  in  a  matter  of  so  great  import- 
ance, Mr.  R.  would  move  that  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  message  and  of  this  whole  subject 
be  postponed  to  Tuesday  next,  and  in  the  mean- 
while the  message  and  documents  could  be  printed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  demanded  the 
previous  question;  he  believed  that  that  was  in 
accordance  with  the  sentiment  of  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  if  the  previous  question 
was  seconded  and  carried,  the  main  question  would 
be,  first,  on  referring  the  message  and  accompany- 
ing documents  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  secondly,  on  referring 
them  to  a  select  committee. 

After  some  desultory  suggestions  and'conversa- 
tion — 

Mr.  BOTTS  asked  Mr.  Johnson  to  consent  to 
withdraw  his  motion  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said  he  would  do  so,  on  condi- 
tion that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  re- 
new it. 

Mr.  BOTTS  promised  to  do  so.     He  then  went 


on  to  say  that  this  was  a  grave  subject,  and  he 
was  in  an  unfit  condition  to  discuss  or  decide  upon 
it,  having  recently  entered  the  House,  and  not 
even  having  heard  the  message  read.  There  might 
be,  and  he  believed  there  were,  many  more  gentle- 
men in  like  circumstances.  No  one,  he  believed, 
had  read  the  documents  accompanying  the  mes- 
sage. The  action  of  the  House  in  this  case  might 
establish  an  important  precedent,  and-  that  for  a 
day  perhaps  not  very  remote.  The  House  ought 
surely  to  have  an  opportunity  to  consider  the  facts 
and  maturely  to  discuss  the  whole  subject.  There 
was  a  standing  committee  of  the  House  to  whom 
the  consideration  of  this  matter  was  specially  ap- 
propriate, and  Mr.  B.  had  risen  mainly  with  the 
purpose  of  moving  the  reference  of  the  message 
and  documents  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, and  that  they  be  printed. 

He  concluded,  in  compliance  with  his  promise, 
by  moving  the  previous  question,  but  said  he 
should  himself  vote  against  it. 

The  motion  was  seconded  without  a  count,  and 
the  previous  question  put  and  carried;  and,  the 
main  question  being  first  on  the  reference  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative.  It  was  then  put 
on  referring  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  carried:  ayes  96. 

The  message  and  documents  were  thereupon  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

And  then  the  Plouse  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  presented 
under  tlie  rule,  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  ROCKWEI.L,  of  iMassachusetts:  The  petition  of 
til  I  rty  three  citizens  of  Leyden,  Mas^achusett.^,  praying  for 
a  uniform  rate  of  postage,  not  lo  exceed  one  cent  on  news- 
papers and  two  cents  on  each  prepaid  letter  of  half  an 
ounce.  Also,  the  petition  of  Emily  Hulibard,  of  East  Gran- 
ville, Massachusetts,  for  a  pension.  Also,  the  petition  of 
Luther  Edwards,  of  Chesterfield,  Massachusetts,  for  a  set- 
tlement of  national  difficulties  by  a  congress  of  nations. 

By  Mr.  LEVIN:  Memorial  of  citizens  of  Philadelphia 
city  and  county  in  favor  of  the  civilization  and  preservation 
of  the  Indians.  Also,  two  memorials  of  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia city  and  county,  praying  Congress  to  take  action  in 
relation  to  the  exactionsoftlie  Camden  and  Amboy  Kailroad 
Company. 

By  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL:  Additional  memorials  from 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  asking  for  the  survey  of  a  route  for 
a  post  road  between  New  York  and  Philadelphia— the  line 
to  be  retained  under  the  perpetual  control  of  the  Union, and 
to  be  used  for  the  construction  of  a  railroad. 


IN  SENATE. 

Saturday,  Jlinil  29,  1848. 

After  the  customary  prayer — 

On  motion  of  Mr.HANNEGAN,  the  reading 
of  the  Journal  was  dispensed  with. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  relative  to  affairs  in  Yucatan. 
[See  House  proceedings  for  the  message.] 

There  were  sundry  documents  accompanying 
the  message.     The  message  having  been  read — 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  that  the  message  and 
documents  be  referred  to  the  Committe  on  Foreign 
Relations,  and  that  they  be  printed. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  Before  that  question  is  put, 
I  rise  to  express  my  regret  that  the  President  should 
place  this  recomniendalion  on  any  other  ground 
than  that  of  humanity.  If  I  heard  the  message 
aright,  he  asserts  the  principle  as  deduced  from 
Mr.  Monroe's  declaration,  that  when  the  people 
of  any  portion  of  this  continent  is  placed  in  the 
condition  in  which  Yucatan  is,  and  either  party 
should  be  compelled  to  apply  to  us  for  protection, 
we  should  interpose  and  protect  them,  lo  prevent 
the  interference  of  England,  or  some  other  foreign 
power.  A  broad  and  dangerous  principle,  truly. 
It  goes  far  beyond  Mr.  Monroe's  declaration.  It 
is  difficult  to  say  what  limits  can  be  fixed  to  it,  or 
to  what  it  would  carry  us,  if  reduced  to  practice. 
I  take  this  early  opportunity — for  experience  has 
brought  me  to  strike  at  once  on  the  introduction  of 
an  objectionable  measure — to  express  my  surprise 
and  regret,  that  the  President  should  seize  such  an 
occasion  as  this  to  recommend  the  occupation  of 
Yucatan  by  our  army,  or  a  nortion  of  it,  if  it  could 
be  spared  from  Mexico.  It  is  startling.  Who 
can  tell  to  what  it  will  lead,  and  where  it  will  end? 
How  strange  to  recommend  it  at  such  a  time,  on  the 
ground,  if  wcdid  not  occupy  it,  some  other  Power 
might.  In  the  present  condition  of  Europe,  there 
is  no  more  probability  that  England,  or  any  other 
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Power  there,  would  seize  on  Yucatan,  than  that 
1,  as  an  individual,  would.  Who  can  suppose, 
engrossed  as  she  is,  and  all  other  Powers  in  (hat 
quarter  of  the  globe  are,  with  questions  connected 
with  their  existence,  that  they  could,  for  a  monnent, 
entertain  an  idea  of  the  kind?  England  has  enough 
to  attend  to  at  home.  Who  can  tell  what  may  be 
her  condition?  The  supposition  of  the  possibility 
of  such  a  step  on  her  part,  seems  to  me  strange  and 
unaccountable.  I  did  hope  that  the  experience  of 
the  Mexican  war — that  precipitate  and  rash  meas- 
ure, which  has  cost  the  country  so  dearly  in  blood 
and  treasure — would  have  taught  the  Administra- 
tion moderation  and  caution,  and  induced  them  to 
shun  any  course  of  policy  calculated  to  plunge  the 
country  in  a  similar  cost  and  sacrifice.  Who  can 
form  an  estimate  of  the  expenditure,  the  sacrifice 
of  life,  and  the  difficulties  to  which  the  adoption  of 
the  President's  recommendation  in  this  case  would 
lead?  The  condition  of  Europe  ought  to  admonish 
u»s  against  taking  it. 

What  are  the  causes  which  have  led  to  its  pres- 
ent upheaving,  and  the  reeling  to  and  fro  of  all  her 
Governments?  What  are  those  which  are  assigned 
for  the  overthrow  of  the  French  monarchy,  and 
tJie  danger  that  threatens  the  British  with  the  same 
fate?  Among  the  prominent  is  the  heavy  burden 
imposed  on  the  people,  which  has  cruslied  them 
to  the  earth,  and  which  has  been  continually  in- 
creasing. It  is  charged  that  ihe  onerous  burden 
imposed  on  the  people  of  France  by  the  mighty 
wars  of  Napoleon,  mstead  of  being  diminished, 
were  actually  increased  under  the  Grovernment  of 
its  late  monarch,  and  that  those  imposed  on  the 
people  of  England  to  resist  his  gigantic  power,  are 
as  great  as  they  were  at  the  end  of  the  mighty  con- 
test between  the  two  Powers,  allowance  being  made 
for  the  depreciation  of  the  currency.  Are  we  not 
fairly  liable  to  the  same  charge  ?  Has  there  been 
any  alleviation  of  the  burden  imposed  on  our  peo- 
ple by  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  Revolution, 
or  the  war  of  1812?  Are  our  expenses  less  than 
they  were  in  the  war  of  1812,  allowing  for  the  de- 
preciation of  the  currency  during  that  conflict? 
Those  who  have  not  attended  to  the  subject  would 
be  surprised,  on  comparing  the  expenses  of  the 
Government  now  with  what  it  was  during  Mr. 
Monroe's  administration.  It  terminated  in  1825, 
twenty-three  years  ago.  The  average  expenditure 
of  that  administration  did  not  exceed  |10,000,0U0 
annually,  deducting  the  payment  of  the  principal 
and  interest  of  the  public  debt.  It  is  difficult  to 
say  what  it  is  now;  it  will  probably  be  not  less  than 
$30,000,000.  It  is  true,  our  population  has  in- 
creased, but  it  has  probably  not  more  than  doubled, 
while  our  expenses  has  increased  three-fold.  And 
yet,  heedless  of  consequences,  it  is  proposed  to 
adopt  a  course  of  policy,  before  we  have  extrica- 
ted ourselves  from  the  burden  and  losses  of  the 
Mexican  war,  which  may  lead  to  expenses  and 
sacrifices  of  which  no  one  can  form  even  a  conjec- 
ture. 1  am  willing,  on  the  score  ofliumanity,  to 
go  as  far  as  we  can  with  safety  and  propriety,  in 
this  case.  How  far  that  is,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
say;  but  I  cannot  possibly  support  the  course  of 
policy  recommended  by  the  President,  as  I  un- 
derstand the  message.  1  am  not  certain  as  to 
what  he  intends;  but  be  it  such  as  I  suppose  or 
not,  I  cannot  but  regret  that  he  should  mix  up 
what  ought  to  be  an  appeal  purely  to  our  human- 
ity with  the  considerations  he  has.  The  case  of 
Yucatan  is  indeed  an  awful  one.  In  the  midst  of 
our  sympathy,  we  may  derive  instructions  from 
it.  The  people  of  Yucatan,  after  they  threw  oif 
the  Spanish  yoke,  acting  on  the  idea  that  all 
men  are  qualified  to  enjoy  the  blessing  of  liberty, 
and  ought  of  right  to  possess  it,  liberated  the 
large  mass  of  their  population,  consisting  of 
aborigines  in  a  state  of  ignorance  and  subjection, 
and  raised  them  to  a  level  with  themselves,  by 
making  them  citizens.  The  tesult  is  such  as  we 
this  day  witness.  They  were  too  ignorant  to 
appreciate  liberty,  or  exercise  the  rights  it  con- 
ferred; and  instead  of  gratitude,  they  have  turned 
round  and  murdered  those  who  conferred  it  on 
them,  and  laid  waste  and  devastated  the  country. 
Such  are  the  I'ruits  of  a  misguided,  misjudging 
philanthropy,  combined  with  erroneous  political 
notions,  winch  are  so  prevalent  at  the  present  time 
in  more  enlightened  and  civilized  countries,  but 
which,  whenever  reduced  to  practice,  must  lead  to 
di.saslrous  consequences. 

Mr.  HAiNJNEGAN.  I  cannot  but  think  that 
the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina  has 


misconceived,  to  a  very  great  extent,  the  reasons 
assigned  by  the  President  for  making  the  recom- 
mendation which  he  has  made.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  the  Senator  must  have  mistaken  the  nature 
of  the  message;  and  I  would  now  proceed  to  set 
him  right  upon  the  subject,  but  for  a  reason  which 
1  suppose  is  known  to  every  Senator,  on  account 
of  which  I  intend  to  move  an  adjournment.  It  is 
out  of  respect  to  a  member  of  this  body,  who  is 
at  this  moment  in  the  agonies  of  death.  I  dislike 
that  the  discussion  should  be  proceeded  with  at 
such  a  time,  and  I  therefore  move  that  the  Senate 
do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  I  hope  the  honorable  Senator 
will  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment,  in  order 
that  1  may  make  a  suggestion  in  reference  to  what 
has  been  said  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  HANJNEGAN.  If  the  debate  be  allowed 
to  proceed,  it  will  occupy  the  whole  day. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman allow  the  question  to  be  taken  on  a  motion 
to  piint  before  he  moves  an  adjournment? 

Mr.  H  ANN  EG  AN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  1  rise  for  the  purpose  of  urging 
on  the  honorable  Senator  from  Indiana,  whose  offi- 
cial station  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign AflFairs,  seems  to  indicate  the  peculiar  propri- 
ety of  a  suitable  response  to  what  has  fallen  from 
the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  being 
ottered  by  him.  The  unhappy  condition  of  one  of 
our  most  worthy  associates  in  this  body,  so  pa- 
thetically alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana, 
might  well  prevent  a  long  debate  at  the  present 
moment.  But,  yielding  to  none  in  sympathy  for 
my  suffering  friend  and  his  distressed  family,  I 
feel  bound  to  insist,  that  at  least  a  few  remarks 
should  be  made  by  some  Senator  in  defence  of  the 
Executive  message  so  pointedly  and,  as  I  think, 
unjustly  assailed,  by  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina. The  speech  of  theSenator  from  South  Caro- 
lina going  out  without  any  reply,  is  well  calculated 
to  engender  prejudice  and  diffuse  error,  as  I  am  sure, 
in  relation  to  a  great  question,  involving  most  deep- 
ly the  honor  and  welfare  of  the  Republic,  and 
which,  in  sevfcral  of  its  bearings,  is  one  of  peculiar 
delicacy  to  the  presentcondition  of  our  country  and 
the  civilized  world.  I  hope  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Indiana  will  consent  to  say  something  at  once 
in  defence  of  the  message.  If  he  will  not,  as  he 
seems  unwilling  to  do,  I  feel  bound  to  say,  before 
1  yield  the  floor,  what  I  am  convinced  will  be  jus- 
tified by  the  reading  of  the  document  in  question, 
when  It  shall  have  been  examined,  that  it  iias  been 
most  surprisingly  misunderstood  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  who,  "taking  the  question 
at  the  first  pop,"  as  he  styles  it,  has  entirely  failed 
to  interpret  the  language  of  the  message  with  even 
an  approximation  to  his  usual  accuracy  in  such 
matters.  I  have  read  the  message  at  the  Clerk's 
table,  and  feel  authorized  to  insist,  that  had  the 
distinguished  Senator  from  South  Carolina  done 
himself  and  the  country  the  justice  to  examine  it 
before  he  indulged  in  the  harsh  strictures  to  which 
we  have  listened,  he  never  would  have  uttered 
two-thirds  of  what  we  have  heard  from  him  on  ihe 
present  occasion.  I  solemnly  inTOke  a  complete 
suspension  of  the  public  judgment  in  regard  to  the 
message  until  it  shall  have  been  printed  and  dis- 
passionately examined. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.  I  feel  as  much  anxiety  to 
reply  to  what  has  fallen  from  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  as  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
can  do;  but  from  the  fact  1  have  stated,  I  feel  a 
disinclination  to  do  so  at  present. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  Mmj  1,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  stated,  that  when  the  House 
adjourned  on  Saturday  last,  the  question  pending 
was  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  McKay  to  suspend  the 
rules,  to  enable  him  to  offer  a  resolution  fixing  the 
hour  of  meeting  of  the  House  at  10  o'clock,  a.  m., 
and  of  the  adjournment  thereof  at  3  o'clock,  daily. 

After  suggestions  from  various  members — 

Mr.  McKAY  so  modified  his  motion  as  merely  to 
fix  the  hour  of  meeting  of  the  House  at  11  o'clock, 
a.  m.;  which  was  agreed  to:  and  the  House  will 
accordingly  meet  hereafter  at  H  o'clock,  a.  m. 
.  Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to 
enable  him  to  oiler  the  resolution  he  has  heretofore 
sought  to  oiler,  making  the  various  appropriation 


bills  and  the  bill  to  regulate  the  appointment  of 
clerks  in  the  Executive  departments  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  next,  at  one  hour 
after  the  meeting  of  the  House,  and  for  every  sub- 
sequent day  at  the  same  hour,  Fridays  and  Satur- 
days excepted,  until  they  are  finally  disposed  of. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  hoped  his  friend  from  Ohio 
would  consent  this  time  to  include  the  Oregon  bill. 

Mr.  VINTON  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

iVIr.  FICKLIN  wished  to  move  an  amendment, 
to  include  the  Oregon  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  staled  that  no  amendment  was 
now  in  order,  as  the  question  was  put  upon  the 
suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  wished  to  inquire 
if  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  made  the  effort  in 
committee  to  take  up  these  bills? 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  no  debate  was  in 
order. 

Mr.  VINTON  replied,  if  it  was  in  order,  he 
would  cheerfully  answer  the  inquiry;  and,  no  ob- 
jection being  made,  he  said  that  the  first-named 
bill  had  been  taken  up  in  committee  nearly  a  month 
ago,  and  they  had  not  been  able  to  reach  it  since, 
on  account  of  the  special  orders  which  had  put  it 
aside. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  inquired  if 
it  would  be  in  order  to  move  an  amendment  to  take 
up  all  the  private  bills  on  the  Speaker's  table? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  resolution  was 
not  open  to  amendment,  not  having  yet  been  re- 
ceived. 

Mr.  HOLMES.added,  that  it  did^this  House  no 
credit  to  stop  the  whole  legislation  of  the  country. 
He  spoke  of  both  political  parties. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  asked  if  there  was  not 
already  a  special  order  for  the  day  named — being 
the  bill  relative  to  granting  bounty-land  warrants? 

Mr.  VINTON  supposed,  in  case  there  was 
already  a  special  order,  this  would  take  its  place 
subsequent  to  that,  and  the  bills  would  be  acted 
upon  in  the  order  named  in  the  resolution. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays:  Yeas' 127,  nays  25. 

Two-thirds  having  voted  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  suspended,  and  the  resolution  received. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  hoped  the  call  for  the  previous 
question  would  not  be  persisted  in. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  felt  called  upon  to  persist 
in  the  motion. 

Mr.  McKAY  suggested  a  modification  of  the 
resolution  so  as  to  place  the  bill  in  relation  to  the 
appointment  of  clerks  before  the  naval  service  bill. 

Mr.  VINTON  had  no  objection  so  to  modify 
the  resolution;  and  it  was  modified  accordingly. 

The  House  then  seconded  the  demand  for  the 
previous  question;  and  the  main  question  being 
put,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

OBITUARY. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  an- 
nouncing the  decease  of  the  Hon.  Chkster  Ash- 
ley and  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate  thereon. 
The  resolutions  of  the  Senate  having  been  read — 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  rose  and  address- 
ed the  House  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  The  message  just  received  from 
the  Senate  announces  to  this  House  the  melan- 
choly intelligence  that  death  has  again  visited  the 
halls  of  our  National  Council.  The  Hon.  Ches- 
ter Ashley,  late  a  Senator  of  the  State  of  Arkan- 
sas, is  no  more. 

He  is  the  second  Senator,  in  the  brief  existence 
of  Arkansas  as  a  State  of  this  Union,  who  has  died, 
in  the  maturity  of  years  which  promised  wisdom 
and  usefulness,  in  the  full  vigor  of  a  sound  consti- 
tution, and  the  enjoyment  of  a  general  good  health 
that  promised  long  life. 

He  died,  sir,  on  Saturday  last,  the  29th  of  April, 
at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  after  a  short  but 
painfully  afflicting  illness.  Conscious  of  his  ap- 
proaching dissolution,  he  made  the  fullest  prepara- 
tion Granted  to  him,  as  it  was,  to  enjoy  the  ful 
possession  of  his  intellect  to  the,  latest  nionicnt,  but 
with  a  heart  full  of  solicitude  for  his  bereaved  fam- 
ily, he  died»  reconciled  with  God  and  the  world, 
calm  and  resigned.  He  died  in  the  midst  of  friends 
that  were  attached  to  him,  and  his  fiiniily  that  wor- 
shipped him.  Blessed  with  the  kind  offices  of  a 
Christian  ministry,  he  was  calmed  in  the  hour  of 
his  last  sleep  with  the  elevated  thoughts,  the  pure 
and  soothing  consolations  of  the  Christian  religion. 
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He  died,  sir,  whilst  yet  at  the  summit  of  a  just 
ambition,  wliilst  yet  in  the  enjoyment  of  (he  proud- 
est iionors  to  which  an  Ameiican  and  a  patriot 
could  aspire.  Happy,  sir,  are  these  circumstances; 
few  can  be  favored  with  a  deatli  like  this. 

He  was  born  in  Westfield,  Massachusetts,  and, 
when  less  than  a  year  old,  was  taken  with  his 
father  and  Aimily,  who  removed  to  Hudson,  New 
York.  He  was  educated  to  the  legal  profession, 
and,  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven,  emigrated  to  Illi- 
nois. 

He  afterwards  married  in  Missouri,  and  in  1819,  \ 
removed   to  and  settled   in  the  then  Territory  of 
Arkansas.     Urged  by  a  spirit  of  enter[)rise,  sus-  , 
tained  alone  by  a  firm  and  active  intellect,  he  fixed  | 
liis  habitation  in  a  region  whose  boundaries  were  ' 
unexplored,  whose  lands  were  an  unbroken  wilder- 
ness, whose   limits   were   filled  with   strange  and 
savage  tribes,  and  of  which  legend  and   tradition  \ 
could  tell  but  little.     There,  sir,  without  wealth, 
acquaintance,  or  resources,  at  opening  manhood, 
nearthirty  years  ago,  hecasthis  lot.     Heclosedhis 
life,  sir,  a  Senator  of  this  great  American  Union. 

Poor  at  the  outset  of  his  life  in  Arkansas,  upon 
liis  profession  alone  he  depended  for  the  support 
of  himself  and  family.  Of  a  mind  active  and  pow- 
erful, he  acquired  distinction  early  as  a  sound 
lawyer  and  an  able  advocate.  Devoted  to  his  pro- 
fession, studious  and  energetic,  for  many  years 
previous  to  his  abandonment  of  his  practice,  he 
ranked  unrivalled  as  the  first  and  ablest  member 
of  the  bar.  The  history  of  a  professional  life,  its 
privations,  trials,  and  dangers  in  a  frontier  coun- 
try, however  interesting  in  a  thousand  incidents, 
however  eminent  for  success,  is  scarcely  an  object 
of  general  interest.  Suflicient  is  it  to  say,  a  quar- 
ter of  a  centuiy  of  uninterrupted  devotion,  the 
attainment  through  it  of  pecuniary  independence, 
and  the  ultimate  accumulation  of  wealth,  marked 
his  professional  career. 

He  was  energetic  by  nature,  sound  in  judgment, 
deliberate  in  action,  and  distinguished  for  accom- 
plished manners  and  unyielding  purpose.  His 
habits  were  frugal,  temperate,  and  marked  by  no 
excess.  . 

He  was  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  in 
tlie  fall  of  1844,  to  fill  the  vacancy  of  the  lamented 
Fulton,  who  died  under  like  sudden,  painful,  and 
afflicting  circumstances. 

Upon  his  entrance  into  the  Halls  of  the  Senate, 
he  was  placed  at  once  in  a  position  conspicuous  for 
its  importance,  and  which  required  of  its  occupant 
a  high  order  of  talent  and  great  eX]ierience.  That 
position  he  continued  to  occupy.  The  acceptable 
manner  in  which  he  discharged  the  duties  of  that 
position,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, is  too  well  known  to  this  House  and  the 
country  to  requiieany  comment. 

He  was  reelected  fcjr  the  full  term,  in  1846,  after 
a  most  excited  and  protracted  contest.  For  his 
success  in  that  instance,  he  was  not  less  indebted 
to  his  own  strong  will,  his  habits  of  labor,  his  en- 
ergy, and  admitted  ability, than  to  the  ardent  devo- 
tion of  his  friends;  and  there  is  not  one  who  then 
opposed  him,  whose  heart  does  not  reject,  at  the 
knowledge  of  this  grief,  the  transient  acrimony  of 
that  hour. 

A  human  being,  his  were  the  virtues,  the  pas- 
sions, and  incident  difliculiies  of  humanity.  To 
the  deep  grief  of  his  many  friends,  and  to  the  utter 
desolation  of  his  family,  he  is  lost.  The  scene  of 
his  hap[iiness  and  his  brightest  virtues  was  the  do- 
mestic circle;  the  temple  in  which  he  worshipped 
was  made  up  of  their  unchanging  aifeclion,  their 
trusting  and  confiding  love.  Truly  has  this  cir- 
cle been  riven  to  the  centre,  and  this  temple  cast 
down.  The  light  which  guided  and  cheered  has 
gone  out  for  thum,  and  who  is  there  that  docs  not 
sympathize  with  griefs  heartrending,  with  griefs 
80  deep,  and  so  well-founded.  No  language  of 
mine  could  ndcquuidy  portray  them;  but  none 
there  arc  that  would  not  alleviate  them,  none  so 
j)oor  of  heart  as  do  not  sympathize. 

In  ihe  annunciation  of  ihi.s  event,  so  afflicting  to 
so  many,  1  have  discharged  a  jjdinful  duty  which 
1  owe  to  this  House,  to  my  State,  and  to  the  mem- 
ory of  an  eminent  representative  of  her  rights,  her 
interests,  and  her  dignity.  I  could  iicv^r  have  an- 
ticipated it,  and  I  pray  God  that  a  like  task,  so 
intimately  cf)niiected  with  the  sorrows  of  others, 
may  never  again  become  my  Ipt. 

Mr.  J.  concluded  by  moving  the  following  reso- 
lutions: 
Hfiolted,  Thai  llih  Kuu."!:  lias  heard,  with  deep  scn^-ibil- 


ily,  the  announcement  of  the  deatli  of  the  Hon.  Chester 
AsMLEV,  a  t'ciiatorin  Congress  I'rom  Ihe  Stale  of  Arkansas. 

Resolved,  That,  as  a  testimony  of  respect' for  tlic  memory 
of  the  deceased,  ihe  members  and  officers  of  tliis  House  will 
wear  ihe  usnal  l)adge  of  niouniiiig  for  Uiirty  dayt-. 

Rcsolicd,  'J'liat  the  i)roceedinss  of  this  House  in  relation 
to  the  deatli  of  the  Hon.  Chester  Ashley,  be  communica- 
ted to  tlie  family  of  the  deceased  by  the  Clerk. 

Rcsolrcd,  That  this  House  will  atlend  the  funeral  of  the 
deceased  in  a  body ;  and,  as  a  further  mark  of  respect  for 
his  memory,  that  it  do  now  adjourn  until  twelve  o'clock  to- 
morrow. 

The  question  was  stated  on  agreeing  to  the  reso- 
lutions; when — 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  New  York,  rose  and  addressed 
the  House  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  May  I  be  permitted  in  a  few 
words  to  express  upon  this  occasion  my  sorrow 
and  grief  at  the  sudden  departure  forever  of  our 
esteemed  and  worthy  friend.  Three  winters  have 
we  lodged  at  the  same  house  and  fed  at  the  same 
table;  three  winters  and  more  have  we  been  in 
daily  social  and  familiar  intercourse,  and  never, 
upon  any  occasion,  or  at  any  time,  have  1  observed 
for  a  single  moment  an  .impertinent  or  angry  re- 
mark— a  discourteous,  unkind,  or  ungentlemanly 
action. 

Of  his  early  life  I  know  but  little;  but  it  must 
have  been  a  life  of  industry,  sobriety,  prudence, 
and  economy,  to  have  placed  him  where  he  was 
when  stricken  down  by  the  arrow  of  death.  The 
artificer  of  his  own  fame  and  fortune,  which  were 
all  that  the  moderated  ambition  of  man  could  de- 
sire, though  they  could  not  avert  the  relentless 
assaults  of  the  destroyer,  yet  offer  a  bright  and 
glowing  picture  to  the  young  men  of  our  country 
to  imitate  his  virtues  if  they  would  obtain  the 
honors. 

What  a  solemn  warning  to  us  all  1  On  Satur- 
day, one  week  before  his  death,  Mr.  Ashley,  with 
his  family  and  a  party  of  friends,  visited  that  hal- 
lowed and  beautiful  spot  where  repose  the  earthly 
remains  of  the  immortal  Washington.  No  mem- 
ber of  this  House  has  better  assurances  of  seeing 
many  days  and  years  return  than  did  this  Senator 
upon  that  occasion:  in  the  enjoyment  of  perfect 
health,  buoyant  and  elastic  spirits,  most  cheerful 
anil  even  gay,  having  for  the  time  laid  aside  his 
toga  virUis  senatoris,  and  entering  with  the  light 
joyousness  of  youth  into  the  social  scenes  and 
circles  of  the  day,  added  much  to  the  pleasure  and 
happiness  of  the  party  by  the  radiation  of  joys 
from  his  own  lieart.  But  where  is  he  now  .'  in 
the  cold  embrace  of  that  stern  monarch  who  has 
so  often  visited  these  halls,  that  well  may  we  cry 
for  mercy  and  implore  the  protection  of  Almighty 
God  to  save  us  from  the  grasp  of  this  destroying 
angel.  With  these  often-repeated  and  solemn  warn- 
ings, who  among  us  can  claim  one  day  or  one  heur 
as  his  own?  Shall  these  calls  pass  unheard  and 
unheeded.'  Shall  we  still  pursue  the  shadow.'  or, 
rather,  shall  we,  like  sane  and  sober  men,  account- 
able to  God  and  our  country, apply  ourselves  with 
diligence  and  zeal  to  the  duties  before  us  as  legisr 
lators,  as  men,  and  as  Christians.' 

The  resolutions  were  then  unanimously  adopt- 
ed, and  the  House  adjourned  until  twelve  o'clock 
to-morrow. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  May  1,  1848. 

As  soon  as  the  Journal  was  read, 

Mr.  BORLAND,  of  Arkansas,  announced  the 
death  of  Ins  colleague,  the  Hon.  Chester  Ash- 
lev,  as  follows: 

Mr.  President  :  My  official  introduction  into 
this  Chamber  has  been  marked  with  calamity,  and 
overcast  with  gloom.  The  first  of  its  public  duties 
that  has  devolved  ujion  me  is  of  deep  solemnity, 
and  its  performance  is  undertaken  with  feelings  of 
oppressive  sadness. 

J  ust  one  week  ago,  a  venerable  form — in  the 
fullness  of  lii'e,  and  the  seeming  vigor  of  [lerfect 
health — rose  in  his  place,  and,  in  a  voice  well 
known  and  respected  here,  announced  my  position 
in  this  assembly.  That  form  will  not  rise  again 
in  this  presence;  for  it  now  lies  lifeless  and  cold  as 
a  clod  of  the  valley.  That  voice  will  be  heard  no 
more  within  these  walls;  for  it  is  hushed  in  death. 
In  return  for  the  kind  courtesy  of  presenting  me, 
us  his  colleague,  to  this  company  of  honorable 
Senators,  I  pay  but  the  jioor  and  jiuinfal  tribute  of 
making  known  his  final  sejiaration.  The  last  act 
of  his  public  life  was  my  introduction;  the  first  of 
mine  must  be  his  obituary. 


Chester  Ashley,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  is  no  more.  He  breathed  his  last,  at 
his  lodgings  in  this  city,  on  Saturday  last,  the  29th 
of  April,  at  fifteen  minutes  before  two  o'clock,  in 
the  afternoon.  On  Sunday  of  last  week,  he  felici- 
tated himself  upon  the  perfection  of  his  health. 
Soon  after  breakfast,  the  next  morning,  he  com- 
plained of  slight  indisposition;  but  so  slight  as 
hardly  to  command  a  second  thought.  At  the 
usual  hour  he  proceeded  to  his  place  in  this  Cham- 
ber. When  the  Journal  had  been  read,  he  did  me 
the  favor  to  present  my  credentials,  as  his  colleague. 
A  few  minutes  after,  his  indisposition  increased; 
he  had  the  sensation  of  chilliness,  and,  leaving  the 
Capitol,  returned  to  his  lodgings.  That  evening  I 
found  him  deeply  jaundiced, and  in  ihe  delirium  of 
fever.  This  latler  symptom  had  usually  marked 
even  his  slightest  indisposition — as  is  very  common 
with  individuals  of  large  brain  and  sanguine  tem- 
perament. His  family,  however,  thought  him  not 
seriously  ill — certainly  not  in  danger.  But  on 
Thursday  morning  he  had  grown  evidently  worse, 
and  a  distinguished  physician  of  the  city  was  called 
to  see  him.  His  condition  was  found  to  be  such, 
even  then,^as  to  aff"ord  little  hope  of  his  recovery. 
Another  eminent  practitioner  was  consulted,  and 
the  same  opinion  given. 

On  Friday  morning  I  was  invited  to  make  a  third 
party  in  the  professional  consultation.  But  there 
was  no  ground  for  liope.  An  intense  and  exten- 
sive inflammation  had  seized  upon  the  bowels, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  upon  the  liver  also;  and  was 
of  that  type,  occasionally  encountered,  which,  set- 
ting at  naught  the  highest  science  and  the  best 
directed  eflTorts  of  human  skill,  run,  almost  from 
the  very  outset,  steadily  and  rapidly  into  a  fatal 
termination.  1  had  seen  similar  cases  before;  and 
I  am  particularly  reminded  by  it  of  that  of  the  late 
Senator  Fulton,  who  was,  alike  in  station,  in  dis- 
ease, and  in  death,  the  predecessor  of  him  whose 
loss  we  now  deplore. 

Colonel  Ashley  was  a  native  of  New  England. 
He  was  born  at  Westfield,  in  Massachusetts,  on  the 
1st  day  of  June,  1790;  and,  consequently,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  was  in  the  58th  year  of  his  age. 
When  an  infant  only  three  months,  he  was  carried 
by  his  parents,  who  removed  to  the  town  of  Hudson, 
in  New  York.  He  grew  up,  engaged  in  the  practice 
ofthelaw,  and  resided  thereabout  twenty-seven 
years;  then  migrated  to  Illinois,  where  he  remain- 
ed about  two  years;  and  subsequently  visiting  the 
territory,  of  what  is  now  the  State  of  Arkansas,  in 
1819,  determined  to  make  his  residence  at  Little 
Rock,  then  a  mere  landing  on  the  southern  bank, 
some  three  hundred  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the 
Arkansas  river.  Soon  afterwards  he  married  in 
Missouri,  and  removed,  with  his  young  family,  to 
his  home  in  the  wilderness. 

At  that  period,  a  settlement  in  what  was  truly 
"  the  far  West,"  was  no  trivial  undertaking.  It 
required  a  high  degree  of  enterprise  to  encounter 
the  privations,  hardships,  and  perils  of  frontier  life 
— now  so  much  talked  about,  but  then  actually 
endured.  An  uncommon  share  of  mental  forecast 
would  alone  suflice  to  ascertain  a  point  in  so  wide 
a  range,  which  must  become  the  centre  of  import- 
ant operations,  from  which  settlement  and  civiliza- 
tion must  radiate,  and  then  throw  back  an  accu- 
mulated interest.  A  firmness,  fixedness,  singleness 
of  purpose,  true  to  its  object  as  the  needle  to  the 
pole,  was  alone  capable  of  abiding  the  full  devel- 
o]iment  of  the  little  cloud  of  improvement,  then 
no  bigger  than  a  man's  hand,  which  was,  within  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  to  cover  with  its  golden  dra- 
pery the  whole  horizon.  Yet  many  a  New  England 
boy — many  a  strippling,  from  anywhere  this  side 
the  mountains,  impelled  by  the  irrepressible  spirit 
of  progress,  guided  by  a  judgment  so  clear  in  its 
perceptions,  and  so  rapid  in  iis  combinations,  as  to 
seem  intuitive,  and  sustained  by  a  will  as  potent  as 
the  lever  of  Archimedes,  has  exhibited  all  the  high 
qualities  I  have  mentioned;  and  that,  too,  in  the 
construclion  of  imperishable  monumenis — not  mon- 
uments lilcc  the  towering  pyramids  of  Egy|it,  bar- 
ren of  utilily  as  the  wastes' of  sand  they  overlook 
— nor  like  the  huge  walls  of  the  Roman  coliseum, 
within  which  human  beings  were  wont  to  be^de- 
graded  to  the  cruel  levelof  wild  beasts;  but  of 
monuments  ofa  purer  order,  of  a  loftier  structure,  of 
more  comprehensive  proportions — dedicated  to  the 
higher  sentimenis  of  the  human  heart,  and  adapted 
to  the  true  wants  of  human  society — monuments 
made  up  of  tlie  wilderness  reclaimed  and  converted 
into  cultivated  fields;  of  the  towns,  with  their  brist- 
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ling  spires,  wiiich  crowd  our  thoroughfares;  of  the 
teeming  commerce  of  our  "  inland  seas;"  and, 
above  all,  of  the  millions  of  freemen  who  sleep  se- 
.curely  under  their  own  roof-trees,  and  stand  in 
conscious'sovereignty  upon  the  fertile  soil  of  their 
own  broad  acres.  In  a  word — the  noble  aggregate 
of  these  monuments  is  before  the  world,  in  the 
peerless  prosperity  of"  the  great  West."  I  have 
selected  the  New  England  boy,  the  cis- montane 
strippling,  as  the  type  of  a  class.  And  of  that 
class  it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  more  character- 
istic representative  than  the  individual  of  whom  I 
am  here  to  speak,  whether  we  regard  the  vigor,  the 
perseverance,  or  the  success  of  his  exertions. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years,  without  patri- 
mony, without  resources  of  any  kind,  except  tliose 
he  possessed  in  his  acute  and  comprehensive  intel- 
lect, his  high  purpose,  and  indomitable  will,  but 
recently  married  to  a  woman  of  congenial  spirit, 
he  landed  at  Little  Rock,  and  entered  upon  the 
practice  of  the  law,  which  was  necessarily  restrict- 
ed then,  and  for  several  years  afterwards,  almost 
exclusively  to  cases  before  the  territorial  courts, 
involving  the  titles  to  land,  and  personal  vio- 
lence among  a  border  population.  In  attending 
to  these  cases,  of  which,  on  account  of  his  high 
intelligence  and  untiring  industry,  he  soon  obtained 
a  large  proportion,  he  was  frequently  required  to 
traverse,  as  his  circuit,  the  whole  country  which 
now  forms  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  portions  of 
that  included  in  iVIissouri.  Even  for  one  who  par- 
ticipated in  them,  it  would  be  difficult  to  depict  the 
scenes  incident  to  professional  life,  in  times  and 
under  circumstances  when  the  law  was  adminis- 
tered almost  without  books,  the  courts  often  held 
in  the  open  air,  the  leathern  thong  serving  the  place 
of  prison  walls,  and  the  ready  rifle  that  of  the 
jailer's  key.  Then  the  land  had  no  roads,  the 
streams  no  bridges,  the  country,  for  many  miles 
between  certain  pointsof  settlement,  was  unmarked 
by  human  habitations.  Through  all  this,  the 
course  of  the  young  lawyer  was  onward  and 
upward — undismayed,  unchecked  by  difficulties, 
which  seemed,  indeed,  but  to  excite  to  still  greater 
activity  the  strong  energies  of  his  nature.  Storing 
his  mind  from  books  whenever  the  means  were 
within  his  reach,  he  was  ever  improving  his  pow- 
ers by  those  exercises  among  men,  and  in  the 
practical  affairs  of  life,Swhich  qualify  the  man  of 
business  to  be  useful  to  his  fellows,  while  g;iving 
due  attention  to  his  own  interests.  But  it  is  not 
necessary  that  I  should  follow  up  in  detail  the 
steps  of  him  I  would  represent.  It  is  of  results, 
and  not  the  particular  means  of  their  accomplish- 
ment, I  have  to  speak.  And  if  the_  results  at- 
tained by  my  deceased  colleague  may  be  the  meas- 
ure of  his  worth,  then,  in  the  success  of  his  exer- 
tions, he  has  established  a  reputation  for  wisdom 
and  sagacity  which  might  satisfy  the  ambition  of 
nny  man.  Devoting  himself  assiduously  to  the 
business  of  his  profession,  he  suffered  not  the  con- 
tagious example  of  political  aspiring  to  lure  him 
from  the  high  and  holy  purpose  of  making  pro- 
vision for  the  wants  and  comforts  of  the  interesting 
family  he  was  gathering  around  him.  Until  the 
frosts  of  more  than  fifty  winters  had  bleached  his 
locks,'we  find  him  in  the  walks  cf  private  life, 
with  unflagging  industry  and  unabating  vigor  rais- 
ing upon  the  I'oundations  he  had  already  laid  the 
superstructure  of  affluence  for  his  children.  He 
was  at  length  successful;  and,  as  if  Providence — 
ever  propitious  to  those  who  are  laborious  in  use- 
ful pursuits — had  been  watching  his  career,  so 
soon  as  he  had  completed  the  provision  for  his 
own  household,  a  station  of  high  public  trust — the 
station  he  held  in  this  Chamber — was  presented  to 
his  acceptance. 

Although  he  had  long  enjoyed  a  high  character 
for  ability,  and  ever  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  pub- 
lic welfare,  it  was  not  until  the  month  of  April, 
1844,  that  Colonel  Ashley  entered  actively  into  the 
political  movements  of  the  country.  At  that  time, 
a  warm  party  contest  was  commencing,  and  his 
talents  were  called  into  the  service  upon  the  Dem- 
ocratic electoral  ticket  of  Arkansas.  Well  and 
nobly  did  he  justify  the  confidence  and  fulfill^the 
expectations  which  had  induced  his  .selection. 
With  an  activity  rarely  witnessed  in  one  of  his 
years,  he  traversed  the  whole  State,  through  the 
heats  and  rains  of  summer;  with  zeal  and  power 
he  advocated  the  principles,  and  urged  upon  the 
people  the  measures  of  his  political  faith;  and 
while  all  confessed  his  fidelity  and  efficiency  in  the 
cause  he  espoused,  even  those  who  most  suflfered  I 


from  the  blows  he  dealt  so  fast  and  forcibly,  were 
the  last  to  be  offended  at  the  manner  of  their  in- 
fliction. He  accomplished  one  achievement  in 
that  canvass,  which  stands  unparalleled,  I  appre- 
hend, in  the  annals  of  political  controversy.  He 
actually  converted  from  the  "error  of  his  ways" 
one  of  the  electors  on  the  opposing  party  ticket — 
caused  him  to  withdraw  from  the  contest,  and  en- 
joyed the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that,  in  the 
autumn  election,  he  voted  for  the  Democratic  elect- 
ors. Prom  this,  some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the 
character  of  his  services.  Ex  pede  Herculem!  In 
the  month  of  August  of  that  year,  the  excellent, 
the  estimable  Fulton  died.  Almost  all  eyes  were 
at  once  turned  to  the  accomplished  elector  as  his 
successor.  So,  when  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  convened  in  November,  the  popular  expect- 
ation was  realized ,  and  Colonel  Ashley  was  elected 
to  a  seat  in  this  body  to  fill  the  unexpired  term, 
without  any  regular  opposition,  and  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote.  In  1846  he  was  reelected  to  the 
same  high  station  for  six  years  from  the  4th  day 
of  last  March.  From  these  demonstrations,  an 
estimate  may  be  formed  of  the  place  he  occupied 
in  the  hearts  of  his  people — of  the  standing  he  had 
at  home,  in  the  Territory  of  which  he  had  been 
among  the  earliest  pioneers — in  the  State  he  had 
helped  to  found,  and  with  whose  growth  he  had 
grown,  and  with  whose  strength  he  had  strength- 
ened. Of  his  standing  and  his  reputation  here, 
I  am  not  competent  to  speak  from  personal  ob- 
servation. To  those  whom  I  address,  he  was 
better  known.  But  if  I  may  judge  from  the  distin- 
guished position  you  assigned  him,  even  as  a  new 
member,  in  the  business  of  this  body,  it  is  certain 
that  he  fully  sustained  the  reputation  for  ability 
with  which  he  came  here.  And  from  those  indi- 
cations which  never  deceive,  for  they  are  of  the 
heart,  so  abundantly  furnished  by  the  anxious 
throng  of  his  brother  Senators  about  his  death-bed 
— by  the  quivering  lips  and  tearful  eyes  of  hosts 
of  friends — by  the  touching  solemnity  of  this 
Chamber — I  gather  testimonials  to  his  heart's  good- 
ness; laurels  for  the  crown  of  his  private  worth, 
of  far  more  real  value  than  those  which  may  be 
commanded  by  the  brightest  corruscations  of  mere 
intellect — far  more  enduring  than  "  the  bubble  rep- 
utation" snatched  from  the  cannon's  mouth. 

If  to  be  great  a  man  must  perform  with  ability 
his  public  trusts,  so  to  be  good  he  must  sustain 
worthily  his  private  relations.  In  my  opinion,  no 
man  can  be  wholly  unhappy  who  is  surrounded 
with  an  amiable  family,  nor  can  he  be  otherwise 
than  good  if  he  devote  himself  with  fidelity  to  the 
happiness  of  that  family.  I  am  aware,  sir,  that  I  am 
approaching  a  sacred  subject — filter  for  discussion 
in  narrower  and  less  public  walls  than  these.  But 
1  merely  allude  to  it  in  illustration  of  the  finest 
feature  in  the  human  character — I  mean  domestic 
aftection — a  feature  strikingly  predominant  in  the 
otherwise  strongly-marked  character  of  my  de- 
ceased colleague.  Many  who  now  hear  me  have 
noticed  and  admired,  as  all  must  respect,  this  en- 
dearingcharacteristio.  It  distinguished  him  at  home, 
wherever  he  was  known.  But  if  he  loved  his  fam- 
ily, he  was  loved  by  them  in  return.  If  his  invest- 
ment of  the  heart's  best  treasures  in  this  noblest 
of  institutions,  sanctioned  of  Heaven  and  known 
among  men,  was  munificent,  he  was  not  without 
reward — well  and  punctually  was  he  repaid  with 
usury.  Even  had  business  disappointed  or  ambi- 
tion failed  him,  he  had  this  rich  resource,  which 
no  power  on  earth  could  destroy.  The  tide  of  do- 
mestic affection  and  happiness  at  home,  like  the 
fabled  Pactolus,  rolled  its  golden  sands,  in  attract- 
ive beauty  and  unfailing  abundance,  along  his 
pathway  of  life. 

But,  sir,  if  the  strong  cords  of  pious  sympa- 
thy, which  bind  the  members  of  a  family  together, 
confer  the  truest  happiness  upon  those  within  the 
charmed  circle,  the  severance,  and,  above  all,  the 
sudden  and  unexpected  severance  of  those  cords, 
is  productive  of  the  hardest  agony  the  heart  can 
know.  That  this  is  so,  i  have  but  to  refer  to  that 
scene  which  I  have  but  recently  left.  But  who 
shall  describe  that?  Surely  I  shall  not  attempt  it. 
Sir,  though  I  am  comparatively  but  a  young  man, 
my  pursuits  in  life  and  my  own  sad  experience 
have  made  me  familiar  with  scenes  of  suffering, 
too  often  with  death.  As  a  duty,  I  have  trained 
myself  to  look  upon  the  sufferings,  even  the  disso- 
lution of  my  own  sex,  not  with  coldness  of  heart, 
I  trust,  but  with  some  degree  of  composure.  But 
the  sight  of  a  woman's  sorrows — and  of  such  sor- 


rows as  I  have  had  to  witness  within  the  last  few 
days — has,  I  confess,  unmanned  me — has  made 
me  a  very  child  in  feeling;  and  in  its  manifesta- 
tions I  have  seen  the  strong  man,  full  of  life  and 
hope,  suddenly  cut  down — not  afraid  to  die,  but 
unwilling  to  leave  those  he  loved  so  tenderly.  His 
agony  was  touching.  I  bowed  my  heart  in  hu- 
mility before  that  Power  who  has  created,  and 
who  may  destroy  all  things,  while  I  confessed  the 
emptiness  of  earth  and  the  fleeting  vanity  of  all 
human  pursuits.  But,  sir,  it  was  the  heart-break- 
ing of  that  noble  and  devoted  wife,  who,  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century,  had  spread  the  balm 
of  her  affection  about  his  heart,  and  smiled  away 
his  cares,  while  she  leaned  upon  him  for  that  sup- 
port and  protection  which  was  never  withheld — it 
was  the  utter  prostration  of  that  lovely  daughter, 
who,  like  an  angel  of  grace,  hung  about  his  pillow, 
endeavoring  to  repay  his  early  and  never-failing 
care,  with  those  ofRces  of  affection  which  the  heart 
of  woman  alone  knows  when  to  oflTer,  as  her  hand 
alone  can  apply; — it  was  these  things,  sir,  which 
overcame  me — under  these  my  heart  has  sunk. 
From  the  scene  of  these  occurrences  I  have  come 
here  to  speak  of  their  subject.  No  wonder,  then, 
I  am  unable  to  do  him  justice;  no  wonder  that  lan- 
guage fails  to  do  the  bidding  of  my  own  full  heart, 
and  falls  far  short  of  your  desires. 

But,  sir,  gloomy  as  the  picture  we  contemplate 
undoubtedly  is,  it  is  not  entirely  without  relief. 
Deep  as  its  shades  confessedly  are,  the  light  is  not 
wholly  excluded.  Our  friend  has  died,  and  his 
loss  has  brought  agony  to  the  hearts  of  survivors; 
but,  as  he  lived  not  without  usefulness,  so  he  has 
died  not  without  hope.  He  gave  abundant  and 
heart-cheering  evidence,  in  that  hour  when  decep- 
tion is  never  pi-actised,  and  self-delusion  rarely  in- 
dulged'— on  his  death-bed,  and  when  he  knew  he 
must  die — in  that  solemn  and  soul-trying  hour,  ha 
gave  abundant  and  heart-cheering  evidence  that  he 
was  a  patriot  and  a  Christian.  It  has  been  my 
fortune  to  stand  by  many  beds  of  death,  in.  the 
retirement  of  domestic  privacy,  surrounded  by  all 
the  endearing  associations  of  home  and  friends.  I 
have  seen  brave  men  die  upon  the  field  of  battle, 
when  nerved  by  all  the  appliances  of  enthusiasm — 
the  clash  of  arms  and  the  shouts  of  victory.  But 
I  can  say  with  perfect  truth,  that  never  have  I  seen 
any  man  meet  death  (although  unwillingly)  with 
more  calm  courage  or  pious  resignation.  Among 
his  last  words,  addressed  to  his  family,  with  great 
self-possession,  and  in  tones  of  emphatic  sincerity, 
were  these — and  they  are  worthy  of  remembrance: 
"  Pray  for  the  welfare  of  our  country,  and  prepare 
to  meet  me  in  Heaven." 

Mr.  President,  my  relations  toward  all  of  the 
three  Senators  from  Arkansas  have  been  peculiar. 
Though  not  yet  five  years  a  resident  of  that  State, 
it  has  been  my  fortune  to  succeed  one  of  them 
upon  this  floor — to  have  attended,  as  a  friend  and 
medical  adviser,  in  the  dying  hours  of  the  other 
two;  and,  in  reference  to  the  last,  to  pronounce  his 
eulogy.  Sad  have  been  these  latter  relations;  and 
strange  are  the  mutations  which  they  mark  upon 
the  calendar  of  human  affairs!  May  Heaven  grant 
me  strength  to  sustain  the  responsible  duties  to 
which  I  have  succeeded. 

Mr.  Borland  concluded  by  offering  the  follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved,  ThiU  the  Senate  lias  heard  with  deep  sensibility 
the  anriouiiceinent  of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Chester  Ash- 
lev,  a  Senator  from  the  State  of  Arkansas. 

Resoli'cd,  That,  as  a  testimony  of  respect  for  ttie  memory 
of  the  deceased,  the  members  and  officers  of  the  Senate  will 
wear  the  usual  badge  of  niournin»  for  thirty  days. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  llie  Senate  in  relation 
to  tlie  death  of  the  Hon.  Chester  Ashley  be  coniniuni- 
cated  to  the  family  of  the  deceased  by  the  Secretary. 

Resolmcd,  That  the  Senate  will  attend  the  funeral  of  the 
deceased  in  a  body  ;  and,  as  a  further  mark  of  respect  for  his 
meniofy,  that  it  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  BFcEESE  then  addressed  the  Senate  to  the 
following  effect: 

Mr.  Prf.sidemt:  In  rising  to  second  the  motion 
of  the  honorable  Senator  who  has  just  made  the 
solemn  announcement  of  the  death  of  one  of  our 
honored  associates — an  event  alike  startling  and 
sudden — I  may  be  permitted,  I  hope,  without  in- 
trusion, to  add  a  few/  words  to  the  beautiful  eulo- 
gium  he  has  so  feelingly  pronounced.  I  fear,  in  so 
doing,  I  shall  disturb  the  harmony  of  its  language, 
whilst  it  is  yet  vibrating  on  the  ear,  and  interrupt 
that  generous  flow  of  ieeling  it  has  so  universally 
inspired.  Yet,  sir,  there  are  circumstances  in  the 
life  of  the  deceased,  and  of  him  who  now  addresses 
you,  to  which  it  may  not  be   improper,  on  this 
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mournful  occasion,  to  advert,  and  which  prompt 
me  to  offer  a  slight  tribute  to  his  memory.  It  is, 
sir,  thirty  years  since  we  met  for  tlie  first  lime 
in  tliL-  then  far-off  wilderness  of  the  West,  he  my 
senior  by  many  years,  then  a  practising  lawyer, 
I  n  student,  preparing  for  the^t  honorable  profes- 
sion, both  buoyant  with  hope,  wirh  a  briglit  and 
promising  world  before  us,  and  both  entermg  it 
with  an  ardor  and  a  determination  to  win  a  name. 
Professional  busmess  in  the  winter  of  1819-':i0, 
called  the  deceased  temporarily,  as  he  thought,  to 
Arkansas,  from  which  he  did  not  return.  Com- 
mon re])ort,  which  reached  the  friends  he  hud  left 
in  Illinois,  told  them  of  the  high  standing  he  had 
acquired  at  the  bar  of  that  State;  and  that  he  had, 
by  a  proper  exercise  of  his  talents,  amassed  a  large 
fortune.  I  never  saw  him  again  until  1  met  him 
here  as  an  associate  in  this  Chamber,  at  the  secojid 
session  of  the  twenty-eighth  Congress.  Our  ac- 
quaintance was  at  once  renewed,  and  we  had  much 
to  speak  of  the  varied  yet  similar  fortunes  a  quarter 
of  a  century  had  acliicved  for  us.  In  the  next 
Congress  we  were  appointed  on  two  of  the  most 
'important  committees  of  this  body;  we  lived  to- 
gether at  the  same  house,  and  an  intimacy  was 
establisiied,  mutually  cordial  and  sincere.  Know- 
ing him  as  I  did,  Mr.  President,  1  may  be  permit- 
led  to  say,  that  to  every  task  to  which  he  was 
called,  he  brought  to  its  accomplishment  untiring 
industry,  great  research,  and  an  unflagging  zeal 
seldom  surjmssed.  Plis  talents  were  of  no  common 
order,  and  he  was  never  found  unprepared  upon 
any  subject  submitted  to  his  charge;  and,  with  si.x 
years'  service  still  before  him,  who  knows  to  what 
high  honors  he  might  have  attained?  The  charac- 
ter of  his  mind  was  investigating;  and,  aided  by  a 
pleasing  manner,  always  courteous,  and  otten 
energetic,  he  was  enabled  to  make  his  views  well 
understood  by  the  Senate,  and  lo  produce  a  marked 
effect  upon  its  deliberations.  As  a  public  man, 
sir,  he  was  valuable,  and  gave  certain  promise  of 
great  usefulness  and  distinction.  ^ 

In  his  disposition,  the  deceased  was  eminently 
social.  His  suavity  of  manner,  his  unruffled  tem- 
per, his  freedom  from  irritation  by  all  those  little 
annoyances  that  disturb  the  pathway  of  our  lives, 
was  a  subject  of  common  remark  to  those  who  were 
intimately  associated  with  him.  But  it  was  in  the 
family  circle  he  shone  most  conspicuous,  as  a  hus- 
band, as  a  father,  as  one  connected  with  those  del- 
icate relations  of  life  in  which  humanity  is  exhibited 
in  its  most  captivating  form,  in  all  of  these,  sir, 
he  was  a  model  and  an  example,  lavishing  all  the 
tenderness  of  his  nature  upon  those  dear  objects 
of  his  love,  who  returned  it  with  the  most  sincere 
and  devoted  affection,  and  to  whom  it  was  permit- 
ted to  receive  his  last  sigh  at  that  dread  moment 
which  must  come  upon  us  all.  How  terrible  is 
this  blow  to  them,  who,  but  a  few  days  ago,  were 
all  joy  and  gladness,  now  sobbing  in  anguit^h  over 
his  inanimate  remains,  conscious — painfully  con- 
scious— they  are  never  more  to  feel  the  pulsations 
of  that  heart  which  beat  alone  in  love  for  them; 
and  as  they  take  their  lonely  way  back  to  their 
home,  how  agonizing  will  be  the  thought  that  they 
have  parted  forever  with  the  idol  of  their  hearts — 
their  protector,  their  father,  their  dearest  friend — 
and  that  his  place  at  their  once  happy,  board  is  to 
be  vacant  forever ! 

How  quick,  JVIr.  President,  is  the  passage  from 
the  Senate  to  the  grave  !  How  fleeting  and  transi- 
tory the  hopes  and  promises  of  this  life  !  And  how 
full  of  warning  should  be  this  sad  event,  so  sudden 
and  so  starthng,  j)ronipting  us  to  recur  often  to  the 
injunction,  "  Be  ye  also  ready,"  for  no  one  of  us 
can  tell  at  what  moment  that  awful  summons  may 
break  ujion  our  car;  no  one  can  tell  when  the  dread 
messenger  may  appear. 

"  I,<:;ivi-s  ti;iv(i  their  lime  to  fall, 
Anrt  tlovverH  to  wither  at  the  iiortli  wind's  breath, 

,\ii(l  stars  to  si-t;  Ijut  all, 
Thou  hii.-l  all  si;a.-.oiib  fi.r  thine  own,  O  Death  '." 

The  resolutions  having  been  unanimously  adopt- 
ed— 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  May  2,  1848. 
The  funeral  of  the  Hon.  Chester  Ahhi.ey,  of 
Missouri,  look  place  to-day,  from  the  Senate;  an 
appropriate  discourse  on  the  occasion  having  been 
delivered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Slicek,  Chaplain  to  the 
Senate. 


At  twelve,  o'clock,  m.,  the  funeral  moved  from 
the  Senate  Chamber  to  the  place  of  interment,  (the 
Congressional  Burying  Ground,)  in  the  Ibllowing 
order: 

Tiip  Chaplains  olbolh  Houses  of  Congress. 
Physicians  who  attended  the  deceased. 
Committee  of  ^rrans^emcnts : 
I\rr.  Hanncganj'of  la.,  i      Mr.  Butler,  of  S.  C, 

Mr.  Greene,  of  R.  I.,  .  Mr.  Dayton,  of  N.  J., 

Mr.  Houston,  of  Texas.,      |      Mr.  Mangum,  of  N.  Y. 

Pall-Bearers : 
Mr.  Bagby,  of  Ala.,  f  g  1     Mr.  Breese,  of  III., 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mass.,        i~\     Mr.  Hale,  of  N.  H., 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Md.,  -"^  J      ^^'-  AlchioOn,  of  Mo. 

The  family  and  friends  of  the  dficeased. 
The  Senator  and  Representatives  from  the  State  of  Arkan- 
sas as  mourners. 
The  Sergeant  at-Arms  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States. 
Tlie  Senate  of  the  United  States,  preceded  by  the  Vice  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  and  their  Secretary. 
The  Sergeant-at-Anns  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
The  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  pre- 
ceded liy  their  Speaker  and  Clerk. 
The  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  Heads  of  Departments. 
The  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  and  its  oliicers. 
'J'hc  Diplomatic  Corps. 
Judges  of  the  United  States. 
Officers  oltlie  Executive  Depaitments. 
Officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  at  the  seat  of  Government. 
The  Mayor  of  Washington. 
Citizens  and  Strangers. 
No  business,  of  course,  was  transacted  in  either 
House  of  Congress. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  May  3,  1848. 

Mr.  McClelland,  from  the  select'commit- 
tee  appointed  to  consider  the  various  memorials 
concerning  the  proposed  railroad  from  Lake  Mich- 
igan to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  reported  a  bill  lo  set 
apart  and  sell  to  Asa  Whitney,  of  New  York,  a 
portion  of  the  public  lands,  lo  enable  him  to  con- 
struct a  railroad  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CABELL  presented  sundry  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  Florida  for  a  light-house  at  In- 
dian River  Hend;  for  the  improvement  of  the  Ock- 
lawaha  river;  on  the  subject  of  draining  the  ever- 
glades; for  amendment  of  the  act  of  the  4th  of 
August,  1842,  known  as  the  armed  occupation  act; 
for  the  removal  of  the  Seminole  Indians  from  Flor- 
ida; and  a  petition  from  citizens  of  Florida  for  the 
modification  and  alteration  of  the  armed  occupation 
law.  all  of  which  were  referred  to  appropriate  com- 
niiltees,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  STUAR'l',  of  Michigan,  presented  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan  for  a  donation 
of  land  by  the  General  Government  for  the  erec- 
tion of  Stale  asylums  for  the  insane,  blind,  deaf 
and  dumb,  and  for  the  refunding  by  the  General 
Government  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  all  sums 
expended  by  said  State  in  fitting  oul  the  first  regi- 
ment of  volunteers  called  out  under  a  requisition 
from  the  United  States;  which  were  appropriately 
referred,  and  ordered  lo  be  printed. 

Mr.  'I'AYLOR  presented  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Ohio,  relative  to  certain  lands  near  the 
VVabush  and  Erie  and  Miami  canals  in  that  Slate; 
also,  relating  lo  an  amendment  of  the  postage  laws; 
to  a  change  in  the  rates  of  postage  upon  transienl 
papers;  lo  the  powers  and  duiies  ol  Congress  in 
certain  cases,  and  the  course  of  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Corwin  with  reference  to  the  present  war  with 
Mexico;  to  the  improvement  of  western  rivers 
and  harbors;  to  the  acquisition  and  control  of  for- 
eign territory  by  the  United  States;  declaring  that 
so  much  of  the  ordinance  of  1789  as  relates  to 
slavery  should  be  extended  to  all  territory  acquired 
from  Mexico;  which  resolutions  were  referred  to 
appropriate  committees,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

VIRGINIA  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  oli'er  the  following  resolution: 

Rcsolvril,  That  the  Connniltee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  he  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
of  House  bill  No.  bl,  further  to  extend  the  time  for  lo- 
ealiriK  Virijinia  military  land  warrants,  ami  returning  snr- 
veymiien<Hi  to  the  (Jeneral  Land  (Mlice,  and  that  Ihe  same 
be  put  upon  ill)  pussngc. 


After  a  brief  explanation  by  Mr.  Taylor,  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  moved  a  verbal  amendment  to  , 
the  bill  substituting  1841  for  1840.     It  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  T.  also  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing an  additional  section,  as  follows: 

Sec.  2.  That  the  same  right  and  privilege  is  hereby  also 
extended  for  the  same  time  to  all  such  warrants  as  have 
issued  subsequent  to  said  luth  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1841; 
provided,  that  before  the  location  thereof,  it  shall  be  shown 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Comniissiimer  of  the  General  Land 
Office  that  such  warrant  was  issued  justly  and  legally,  and 
that  the  person  who  received  said  warrant  was  legally  en- 
titled to  the  same. 

He  explained  the  grounds  of  his  motion.  There 
was  in  Ohio,  between  the  Miami  and  Scioto  rivers, 
a  tract  of  land  which  had  been  set  apart  exclusively 
for  the  satisfaction  of  Virginia  land  warrants;  and 
such  were  the  terms  of  the  law,  that  it  could  not 
be  settled  by  any  but  persons  in  possession  of 
such  warrants,  or  entitled  to  land  under  them.  It 
was  very  important  lo  the  circumjacent  country, 
as  well  as  to  the  interests  of  the  State,  that  this 
large  tract  should  be  settled  and  brought  into  cul- 
tivation. The  time  for  the  location  of  these  war- 
rants had  been  prolonged  from  time  to  lime,  and 
the  amendment  which  he  desired  to  have  added  lo 
the  bill  was  only  to  extend  the  lime  a  little  further. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said  he  had  no  objections  to  the 
bill  in  itself,  which  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was 
so  desirous  of  having  introduced  by  way  of  amend- 
ment; but  the  object  for  which  these  bounty  lands 
had  been  originally  set  apart,  would  not  be  accom- 
plished unless  an  additional  appropriation  of  land 
should  be  made  to  satisfy  the  warifints  issued  by 
the  Slate  of  Virginia  to  her  soldiers  at  the  close  of 
the  revolutionary  war.  The  gentleman's  bill  pro- 
posed lo  extend  the  time  during  which  those  war- 
rants could  be  located.  To  this  he  was  not  in  the 
least  opposed;  but  the  difficulty  lay  in  this,  that 
there  were  no  more  of  these  bounty  lands  to  lo- 
cate. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  interposed  lo  say  that  there  yet 
remained  two  hundred  thousand  acres  of  the  tract 
in  Ohio,  on  which  no  warrants  had  been  yet  loca- 
ted; but  the  land  was  for  the  most  part  very  poor. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  resumed.  The  gentleman  might 
very  well  say  that  these  lands  were  of  a  poor  qual- 
ity; for  in  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Public  Lands,  they  were  declared  to  be  not  worth 
ten  cents  an  acre.  He  had  no  wish  lo  oppose  the 
bill;  all  he  wanted  in  the  matter  was,  that  more 
land  should  be  appropriated,  as  there  was  not  now 
enough  lo  satisfy  the  oufstandingwan-ants.  Every- 
body knew  that  there  was  likely,  before  long,  to 
be  a  large  accession  lo  the  public  domain ;  and  why 
should  not  enough  be  set  apart  to  meet  the  demands 
of  men  whose  right  lo  their  land  was  just  as  un- 
questionable as  that  of  a  member  of  that  House  to 
his  per  diem  allowance. 

He  had  applied  for  years  lo  obtain  such  an  ap- 
propriation; he  had  renewed  his  efforts  from  lime 
to  time,  bul  hitherto  without  success.  He  knew 
that  the  validity  of  these  warrants  had  been  as- 
sailed on  the  ground  that  some  of  them  were  discov- 
ered lo  be  fraudulent.  He  would  not  deny  that 
fact,  nor  did  he  stand  there  as  the  apologist  of 
fraud;  but  because  imposition  had  been  practised 
in  some  cases,  that  constituted  no  reason  for  con- 
demning and  refusing  the  whole.  Unless  further 
grants  of  land  should  be  made  to  satisfy  such  de- 
mands as  were  clearly  just,  it  would  amount  lo  a 
denial  of  justice.  He  knew,  of  his  own  personal 
knowledge,  that  there  were  cases  in  which  the 
bounty  land  was  as  justly  due  as  any  other  demand 
upon  the  Government.  It  was  very  Irue  that  such 
warrant-holders  as  resided  in  Ohio,  and  whose 
homes  were  near  by  the  bounty-land  district,  might 
gel  the  residue  of  that  tract  which  was  not  yet  oc- 
cupied ;  but  his  constituents  in  Virginia,  and  others 
who  resided  in  Kentucky,  and  others  scattered  all 
over  the  West,  must  be  virtually  denied  their  just 
and  legal  right  unless  land  in  addition  lo  the  poor 
remnant  in  Ohio  should  be  provided  lo  satisfy 
them.  There  were  bul  two  hundred  thousand  acres 
left,  by  the  gentleman's  own  showing.  If  these 
were  all  good  lands,  instead  of  being  refuse  land 
not  worth  ten  cents  the  acre,  there  would  still  not 
be  enough  by  three  hundred  thousand  acres  to 
satisfy  the  warrants  outstanding.  He  hoped  the 
gentleman  would  consent  lo  allow  the  liill  to  be 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  ihe 
slate  of  the  Union;  in  which  case  he  would  move 
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to  appropriate  five  hundred  thousand  acres.  He 
repeated  the  assurance  that  he  cherished  no  hos- 
tility to  the  gentleman's  proposition,  and  he  trusted 
the  gentleman  would  not  refuse  to  have  his  (Mr. 
G.'s)  bill  ingrafted  as  an  amendment  on  his  own; 
and  with  that  view  he  moved  that  it  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  said  that  as  he  had  reported 
the  original  bill,  it  was,  by  a  recently-adopted  rule 
of  the  House,  his  privilege  to  close  the  debate; 
but  he  should  not  occupy  the  floor  upon  it  at  this 
time  if  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  wished  to  make 
any  further  remarks. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  he  had  no  objection  that  the 
gentleman's  proposition  should  be  moved  by  way 
of  amendment  when  the  bill  came  up,  but  was 
opposed  to  any  recommitment.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  the 
citizens  of  Ohio  had  any  exclusive  privilege  of 
locating  their  warrants  in  the  bounty-land  dis- 
trict— those  lands  were  equally  open  to  everybody. 
He  desired  that  the  two  hundred  thousand  acres 
still  remaining  should  be  taken  up,  and  he  trusted 
the  gentleman  would  not  insist  on  his  motion. 
The  bill  had  been  on  the  calendar  since  the  17th  of 
January;  meanwhile,  these  lands  were  fast  becom- 
ing a  desert.  The  tract  was  hilly  and  sterile,  cov- 
ered with  timber  of  but  little  value;  and,  so  long 
as  the  surveys  were  suspended,  it  could  not  be 
settled:  he  therefore  was  desirous  that  the  sur- 
veys should  be  completed. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  said  that  the  bill  under 
consideration  had  for  its  object  simply  the  exten- 
sion of  the  time  limited  by  the  act  of  1838  for  the 
location  of  Virginia  military  land  warrants  issued 
by  the  department  prior  to  1840.  On  such  a  bill 
the  only  question  that  arose'  was,  whether  the 
House  would  extend  this  time  any  further.  It  had 
already  been  extended  by  five  years  at  a  time  for 
a  long  time.  He  did  not  now  say  that  he  would 
not  consent  to  its  extension  for  two  or  three  years; 
but  he  was  opposed  to  the  amendment  advocated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  which  went  to  allow 
the  location  of  all  warrants  and  at  any  time.  That 
question  had  been  fully  discussed  in  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  who  had  decided  against  that 
feature  of  his  bill. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Goggin] 
objected  to  the  bill  because  it  did  not  go  far  enough; 
he  thought  it  ought  to  grant  more  land,  and  of  a 
better  quality.  He  (Mr.  McC.)  could  not  agree 
in  this  opinion.  He  thought  it  was  quite  enough 
that  this  Government  had  already  granted  land  to 
satisfy  more  land  warrants  than  there  were  soldiers 
from  the  State  of  Virginia  in  our  revolutionary 
army.  He  thought  it  had  gone  too  far,  indeed,  in 
doing  thus  much;  much  less  ought  it  at  this  day 
to  think  of  giving  more.  The  bounty-land  tract 
"was  not  yet  exhausted;  much  of  it  had  not  even 
been  surveyed.  What  right  had  the  gentleman  to 
.assume  that  this  unsurveyed  land  was  not  worth 
$1  25  an  acre?  The  improvement  of  the  surround- 
ing lands  of  the  State  had  contributed  to  raise  the 
value  of  the  bounty  lands  themselves,  and  he  trust- 
ed that  no  further  grants  would  be  made  for  this 
object.  Besides,  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  he  must  be  very  sensible,  would  be 
violently  contested  in  the  House;  to  graft  it  upon 
this  bill,  would  be  a  certain  way  to  defeat  the 
whole. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  asked  Mr.  McClernand  how 
he  knew  that  more  warrants  had  been  issued  than 
there  were  soldiers?  He  denied  such  to  be  the 
fact. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  replied,  that  in  making 
that  statement,  he  had  relied  on  reports  made  to 
the  House  by  responsible  committees.' 

Mr.  GOGGIN  wished  to  know  to  what  report 
he  alluded. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  said,  he  had  had  refer- 
ence more  especially  to  one  made  by  Mr.  Hall,  a 
former  member  of  the  House.  But  he  should  not 
waste  time  and  argument  on  that  point  at  this  time. 
The  question  for  the  House  to  determine  was, 
whether  it  would  extend  the  time  of  location  to 
warrants  of  any  class? 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  inquired  what 
was  the  reason  of  the  limitation  in  this  bill  to  war- 
rants which  had  been  issued  since  1840? 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  would  explain.  The 
time  for  locating  these  warrants  had  been  extended 
every  five  years  for  a  long  time  past.  In  1838,  all 
persons  wlio  were  entitled  to  locate  these  warrants 
were  notified  that  unless  they  were  located  before 


the  year  1840  they  would  be  barred.  Thus  the 
holders  had  fair  notice  and  ample  time.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  limitation  was  to  put,  an  end  to  this 
business,  and  bring  it  to  a  final  conclusion,  so  that 
Congress  might  be  rid  of  the  necessity  of  any  fur- 
ther legislation  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  withdrew  the  motion  to  refer, 
and  offered  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  providing  that  such  land 
warrants  may  be  located  on  any  lands  belonging 
to  the  United  States  which  may  at  the  time  of 
such  location  be  subject  to  private  entry. 

This  amendment  (he  said)  would  accomplish 
the  object  he  had  in  view.  He  had  not  come  to 
the  House  with  any  intention  of  discussing  this 
subject,  for  really  he  had  not  known  that  any  such 
bill  was  on  the  calendar;  he  would  not  go  into  a 
detail  of  all  the  reasons  for  this  amendment,  but  he 
thought  it  an  act  of  simple  justice  to  the  owners  of 
the  Virginia  land  warrants.  He  did  not  advotate 
it  because  it  was  a  Virginia  measure;  it  was  one  in 
which  the  people  of  the  whole  western  States 
were  concerned;  in  which  the  citizens  of  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  and 
every  portion  of  this  Union  west  of  the  Alleghany 
mountains,  as  well  as  those  portions  of  our  sea- 
board north  and  south,  in  which  all  portions  peo- 
pled by  those  who  had  emigrated  from  Virginia, 
were  deeply  interested. 

He  briefly  glanced  at  the  circumstances  under 
which  these  claims  arose.  Virginia,  in  a  spirit  of 
liberality  of  which  he  did  not  stand  here  to  boast — 
in  a  spirit  of  patriotism  which  it  was  her  duty  to 
show  in  the  days  which  tried  men's  souls — in  the 
days  of  the  Revolution,  made  a  donation  of  public 
lands,  embracing  almost  the  whole  of  Ohio,  a  large 
portion  of  that  fertile  country  northwest  of  the 
Ohio  river,  including  several  States  and  Territories. 
He  knew  that  the  question  had  been  raised  whether 
Virginia  had  the  right  to  all  this  land;  he  came  not 
here  to  argue  it;  it  was  immaterial,  as  far  as  any 
practical  bearing  was  concerned,  whether  she  had 
or  not;  the  belief  then  generally  entertained  was, 
that  it  was  the  property  of  Virginia,  and  it  was 
accepted  and  received  as  such;  and  out  of  those 
States  which  were  to  be  carved,  ^jj^inia  thought 
proper  to  reserve,  and  did  reserve^Pherself  lands 
enough  to  satisfy  these  military  services  of  the 
soldiers  who  fought  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution 
on  the  northwestern  border,  who  spilt  their  life- 
blood  to  secure  that  rich  inheritance  of  liberty  we 
now  enjoy.  This  reservation  was  distinctly  made 
by  Virginia,  and,  from  time  to  time,  the  appropri- 
ation of  lands  had  been  made;  he  would  say,  in 
justice  to  the  people  of  this  whole  Union,  they  iiad 
been  liberal  in  their  provision  for  the  satisfaction 
of  these  warrants.  But  it  was  notorious  that  it 
was  not  until  this  subject  had  been  agitated  else- 
where, not  until  land-mongers,  speculators  in  land 
warrants,  came  among  them,  that  hundreds  of 
m6n — or  rather  hundreds  of  widows  and  orphans, 
who  held  a  large  share  of  them — ever  knew  that 
they  were  entitled  to  these  bounty  lands.  They 
did  not  rake  them  up  before  the  treaty  of  peace 
was  ratified,  as  had  been  the  case  in  the  Mexican 
war;  that  was  not  the  spirit  that  actuated  Virginia: 
no;  she  had  sacrificed  everything  on  the  aliar  of 
patriotism,  and  was  satisfied  when  that  struggle 
terminated,  as  it  did,  so  happily  for  her  and  this 
Union.  But  when,  this  subject,  having  been  brought 
to  their  notice,  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  had  in- 
vestigated it  a  few  years  since,  and  ascertained  that 
a  large  portion  of  these  claims  were  still  due  and 
unadjusted,  applications  had  been  made  to  Con- 
gress from  time  to  time  when  there  were  no  lands 
to  satisfy  these  claims,  to  appropriate  others,  which, 
he  said,  had  several  times  been  done,  and  whicii 
was  necessary  now. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  McClernand] 
and  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Houston] 
had  seemed  to  suppose  that  these  warrants  were 
now  issuing.  He  (Mr.  G.)  had  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose that  a  warrant  of  this  sort  had  issued  in  the 
State  of  Virginia  for  years.  If  his  colleague  near 
him  [Mr.  McDowell]  had  the  information  to  en- 
able him  to  set  this  matter  right,  he  would  thank 
him  to  correct  him  if  he  erred. 

Some  conversation  occurred  between  Mr.  GOG- 
GIN and  Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  on  this 
point. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  and 
contended  that,  as  the  amendment  proposed  an  ap- 
propriation of  the  public  lands  to  satisfy  these 
warrants,  like  an  appropriation  of  money,  it  should 


go  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  and  there  be  considered.  He  also  ob- 
jected to  the  amendment  as  not  germane  to  the  bill; 
the  bill  merely  extending  the  time  for  locating  the 
warrants,  and  the  amendment  extending  to  another 
subject,  and  appropriating  indefinitely  from  any  of 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  subject  to  pri- 
vate entry  to  satisfy  them. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  explained  and  enforced  the 
two  points;  and,  after  some  conversation  upon 
them — 

The  SPEAKER  sustained  the  second  point,  and 
ruled  the  amendment  out  of  of  order  on  the  ground 
of  irrelevancy. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  then  renewed  his  motion  to  refer 
the  bill  back  to  the  Committee^of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BOCOCK  was  very  much  in  hope  that  the 
House  would  see  fit  to  adopt  the  suggestions  of  his 
friend  and  colleague.  The  question  had  been  sprung 
upon  the  House  with  no  expectation  on  his  part, 
or  that  of  his  colleagues,  of  its  being  made,  and  con- 
sequently they  were  unprepared  to  do  justice  to 
their  constituents  on  this  occasion.  They  might 
be  in  favor  of  this  proposition  to  extend  the  time 
for  the  location  of  these  warrants,  and  they  prob- 
ably would  be,  but  they  objected  that,  at  this 
period  of  the  session,  the  House  should  attempt  to 
legislate  upon  a  subject  partially,  when  it  was  to 
come  before  them  again  inanother  shape.  A  bill 
was  now  pending  before  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  he  believed  the  object  of  which  was  to  ap- 
priate  additional  military  lands  to  meet  the  Virginia 
military  land  warrants.  That  bill  must  be  passed; 
and  was  it  judicious,  was  it  wise  and  proper,  to 
legislate  upon  this  subject  by  piecemeal?  Would 
not  the  subject  be  better  met,  and  the  views  of  all 
be  better  consulted,  by  taking  un  the  whole  sub- 
ject together — by  discussing  and  acting  upon  it  to- 
gether ?  They  thought  they  would  be  able  to  show, 
at  the  proper  time,  that  their  proposition  was  right; 
that  the  land  ought  to  be  appropriated;  that  the 
remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  was  not 
founded  in  fact;  that  it  was  a  captious  objection  to 
this  proceeding,  and  one  which  could  not  be  sus- 
tained; at  any  rate,  that  they  would  be  able  to  show 
that  the  Virginia  military  land  warrants  rested  on 
a  most  substantial  basis,  and  ought  to  be  provided 
for.  If  there  were  false  or  fraudulent  claims  which 
had  been  brought  forward 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  briefly  explained. 

Mr.  BOCOCK  continued.  The  remark  he  made 
was,  that  when  the  subject  was  before  the  House 
he  was  satisfied  that  they  should  be  able  to  pro- 
duce fact  for  fact,  and  stronger  facts  than  their  op- 
ponents. If  there  had  been  some  false  claims,  if 
there  had  been  claims  that  had  no  foundation  in 
justice,  did  those  invalidate  all  the  others?  If  there 
had  been  twenty  or  forty,  or  any  other  number 
that  were  not  founded  in  justice,  he  could  show 
that  there  were  twenty  or  forty  that  were  well- 
founded.  Were  they  to  be  cut  off"  because  some 
were  bad?  But  his  object  in  rising  now  was  to 
urge  on  the  House  the  propriety  of  referring  this 
bill  back  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  so  that  the  whole  subject  could 
be  brought  up  and  discussed  together,  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  every  gentleman,  and  the  promotion 
of  justice  to  all  concerned. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day. 

After  a  brief  conversation,  the  bill  under  consid- 
eration was  referred  back  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

BOUNTY-LAND  WARRANTS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Hil- 
LiARD  in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  bill  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time, 
an  additional  military  force,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,"approved  February  11,  1847.  The  bill  is 
as  follows: 

Beit  enacted,  iVc,  Tliat  the  above  entitled  act  shiill  not  be 
so  construed  as  to  deprive  tlie  non-coinnii.-siiiMed  orticers, 
miisicians  and  privates  therein  named  of  the  IkhhiIv  land  or 
scrip  secured  to  then),  in  consequenee  of  their  promotion  to 
to  a  company,  field,  or  staff  office,  or  nppointmejit  either  iu 
the  corps  to  which  they  belong,  or  in  any  other  corps  ot'tlie 
army;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  such  promotion  fhall  be 
Iield  and  considered  as  equivalent  to  an  honorable  discharge 
in  adjudicating  upon  their  right  to  such  liounty  land  or 
scrip. 

To  this  bill,  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Missis.sippi,  had 
moved  an  amendment  on  a  previous  day,  to  ex- 
tend the  grant  of  bounty  land  to  the  non-commis- 
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sioned  officers,  musicians,  and  privates  of  tlie 
Indian  wars  of  1790  and  of  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain;  and  tlic  pending  question  was  on  tlie 
amendnieni. 

Mr.  THOMPSOiN',  of  Kentucky,  being  entitled 
to  the  floor,  made  some  introductory  remarks  in 
favor  of  the  general  merits  of  the  bill,  and  also  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  making  provision  for 
those  soldiers  who  were  engaged  in  the  Indian 
wars,  under  Harmar,  St.  Clair,  and  Wayne. 

He  supported  his  views  in  a  very  animated 
sjTeech,  in  which  he  pronounced  a  very  warm 
eulogium  on  the  lirave  troops  who  had  fought 
under  Harmar,  St.  Clair,  and  Mad  Anthony 
Wayne,  not  forgetting  the  merits  of  Shelliy,  Adair, 
Slaughter,  Davis,  Allen,  and  their  comrailes.  He 
touciied  on  the  failure  of  an  attempt  to  raise  the 
pay  of  the  volunteers  from  ^1  to  $!0  a  month, 
wluch  he  charged  on  tlie  Democratic  majority  of 
the  last  Congress,  who  refused  so  to  amend  the 
bill  for  raising  an  additional  military  force  ;  and 
concluded  by  suggesting,  that  instead  of  bringing 
home  the  dead  from  the  Mexican  battle-fields,  each 
State  should  erect  a  grand  mausoleum  to  the  mem- 
ory of  her  sons  who  fell  in  defence  of  their  coun- 
try's cause. 

[A  full  report  of  this  speech  will  appear  in  the 
Appendix.] 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  said  it  was  not  his  pur- 
pose to  introduce  the  subject  of  party  politics  or 
parly  action  into  tiiis  discussion,  altiiough  he 
might  say,  in  ansv.er  to  his  friend  from  Kentucky 
who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  to  the  last  Congress — 
a  Democratic  Congress — belonged  the  credit  of 
liaving  passed  the  law  granting  bounty  lands  to 
the  soldiers  in  the  present  war;  and  he  might  add, 
that  he  (Mr.  McC.)  had  had  some  agency  in  ori- 
ginating the  proposition  for  the  increase  of  the  pay 
of  the  common*soldier.  But  he  would  not  dwell 
upon  this  branch  of  the  subject,  which  had  been 
referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky.  In 
the  outset  of  his  remarks  he  would  also  observe, 
that  much  of  what  he  had  intended  to  say,  had 
been  so  happily  anticipated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi,  who  spoke  some  days  since,  [Mr. 
Thompson,]  and  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
this  morning,  that  there  was  little  left  for  him  but 
to  enlarge  and  enforce  the  views  already  presented, 
which,  with  the  indulgence  of  the  committee,  he 
would  endeavor  briefly  to  do. 

The  bill  and  pending  amendments  presented  two 
distinct  propositions:  the  first,  the  extension  of  the 
same  bounty  to  commissioned  officers  below  the 
grade  of  major,  who  had  been  promoted  from  the 
lines  during  the  present  war,  that  was  granted  by 
the  act  of  February  11,  1847,  to  soldiers  in  the  line; 
and,  second,  the  extension  of  a  ratable  bounty  to 
soldiers  who  served  in  the  Indian  war  of  1790,  and 
the  mililia,  volunteers,  and  rangers,  who  served  in 
the  war  of  J 812  against  Great  Britain. 

He  would  consider  these  propositions  in  the  or- 
der in  which  he  had  stated  them. 

Without  pausing  to  dwell  upon  the  argument  in 
favor  of  the  first-mentioned  proposition,  he  would 
endeavor  to  elucidate  its  merits  by  a  particular  ex- 
ample. He  took  the  case  of  Captain  Corder,  of 
his  own  State,  for  the  purpose.  Captain  Center- 
ed the  service  of  the  United  States  as  a  volunteer 
on  the  20th  of  June,  1846,  and  proceeded  from 
Illinois  to  San  Antonio,  in  Texas,  where  he  was 
transferred  to  Captain  Webb's  company,  which 
afterwards  served  as  one  of  the  advance  guard  of 
General  Wool's  column.  From  San  Antonio  he 
marched  to  or  near  Monclova,  to  Saltillo,  to  Buena 
Vi.sia.  In  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  at  "J  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  23d  of  February,  every  offi- 
cer of  his  company  had  been  slain,  and  he  was 
ordered  to  take  command  of  the  coin[)any,  which 
he  did  until  the  bmile  was  over.  On  the  26th  of 
the  sanie  mf>rilh,  the  In-ave  and  devoted  remnant  of 
this  company,  in  consideration  of  his  heroic  and 
skillful  conduct,  unanimously  elected  him  their 
captain.  On  or  about  the  I'JtIi  of  June,  1847, 
Captain  C.'s  service  expired,  after  he  had  marched 
rear  one  thousand  miles  on  foot,  and  after  he  had 
served  about  nine  months  as  a  private,  and  about 
three  months  us  captain.  Such  was  CH[)tain  Cor- 
der's  case;  there  were  others  like  it — others  where 
the  individual  had  been  deprived  of  his  entitled 
liouiiiy  in  consetiuence  of  priimotion  only  one  or 
two  rnr)ntliH,  or  a  few  days,  before  the  expiration 
of  his  service. 

He  asked  whctlicr  these  cases,  standing  as  tlicy 
did,  cither  upon  the  grounds  of  public  necteaity, 


or  upon  both  grounds,  did  not  deserve  to  be  reliev- 
ed; whether  it  wa.s  either  just  or  wise  to  victimize 
such  men  on  account  of  their  merit;  whether  such 
a  rule  was  not  grossly  unjust  and  absurd,  as 
dooming  the  unpretending  but  patriotic  citizen  who 
had  entered  the  lines,  to  remain  there,  under  the 
penalty  of  a  forfeiture  of  his  inchoate  rights  in  the 
event  of  his  promotion?  Such  a  rule  was  a  vir- 
tual declaration  that  military  rank  and  emolument 
should  be  reserved  alone  for  the  benefit  of  the  am- 
bitious and  aspiring.  It  was  grossly  violative  of 
the  true  principle  and  policy  of  a  republic,  which 
should  stimulate  the  militia  to  eager  emulation  of 
duty  by  every  proper  incentive.  No;  the  humble 
soldier  and  the  subaltern,  who  toil  upon  the  long 
march  and  mingle  in  the  bloody  fray,  should  be 
rewarded,  as  well  as  the  commanding  generals,  in 
whom,  from  the  habit  of  public  opinion,  all  the 
glory  of  war  centered,  and  upon  whom  Congress 
had  already  bestowed  a  formal  token  of  approba- 
tion. 

With  these  remarks  upon  the  bill  reported  by 
the  committee,  he  came  now  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  his  friend  from  Mississippi,  [iVlr. 
Thompson,]  which  proposed  to  extend  a  ratable 
bounty  to  the  soldiers  of  the  Indian  wars  of  1790 
and  of  the  war  of  1812  with  Great  Britain.  If  that 
gentleman,or  some  other  gentleman,  had  not  moved 
this  or  a  similar  proposition,  he  should  have  felt 
himself  called  upon  to  do  so.  He  was  prepared  to 
vole  for  it,  and,  with  the  indulgence  of  the  com- 
mittee, he  would  endeavor  to  assign  some  reasons 
why  it  should  be  adopted. 

What,  then,  were  these  reasons .'  Reverting  to 
the  history  of  the  country,  we  found  that  the  treaty 
of  peace  of  1783,  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  although  it  gave  peace  and  security 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  eastern  States,  did  not  as 
much  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mississippi  valley. 
Those  settlements  were  surrounded  by  the  Chico- 
pees,  the  Choctaws,  the  Kickapoos,  liie  Shawnees, 
and  numerous  other  tribes,  who  kept  up  bloody 
war  upon  them,  not  unfrequently  shooting  down 
the  peaceful  husbandman  at  his  plough  in  the  field, 
murdering  the  defenceless  women  and  children, 
firing  their  l^|^es,  laying  waste  their  cornfiebis, 
and  pillagin^Bir  property.  He  would  take  the 
case  of  Captain  Daniel  Boone,  one  of  JN'orth  Caro- 
hna's  noblest  sons,  to  whose  memory  the  republic 
owed  a  monument,  to  illustrate  many  like  it.  He 
said,  in  his  simple  but  eloquent  narrative: 

"  Two  darling  sons  and  a  brother  have  I  lost  by  the  sav- 
nges.  vvliich  have  also  talctn  trom  nie  forty  horses  and  abun- 
dance of  caltle.  Many  daik  and  cheerless  nights  liave  1 
spent  separated  from  the  cheerful  society  of  men,  scorched 
by  the  siiiiiitier's  sun,  and  pinched  by  tlie  winter's  cold — uu 
instrument  ordained  to  settle  the  wilderness." 

The  first  expedition  projected  against  the  enemy 
in  the  Northwest  was  in  1790,  which  was  com- 
manded by  General  Harmar.  The  expedition  was 
composed  of  three  hundred  regulars  and  one  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  thirty-three  militia,  drawn 
from  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  other  States  and 
the  border  settlements.  Soon  after  this  force  reach- 
ed the  seat  of  war,  an  engagement  took  place  be- 
tween a  detachment  of  eighty  regulars  and  three 
hundred  militia,  commanded  by  Colonel  Harding, 
and  a  large  body  of  Indians  near  the  Great  Miami 
Village.  The  battle  was  fiercely  contested  by  our 
troops  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet;  but  at  length, 
overwhelmed  by  numbers,  they  were  forced  from 
the  field,  leaving  seventy  Americans  killed. 

Another  engagement  followed  soon  after,  and 
near  the  same  place  of  the  former.  The  American 
force  now  numbered  eighty  regulars  and  between 
four  and  five  hundred  militia,  commanded  by  Gen- 
eral Harmur  m  person.  Tlie  force  of  the  Indians 
amounted  to  several  thousand  warriors.  The  battle 
waged  was  bloody  and  severe;  our  troops  resorted 
to  the  bayonet,  but  in  vain,  as  the  odds  against 
them  were  overwhelming.  Our  loss  in  this  battle 
was  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  killed  and  sev- 
enty-one wounded.  An  author,  writing  of  this 
battle,  and  the  disparity  of  the  opposing  arrays, 
said.:  "While  the  poor  soldier  was  engaged  with 
one  Indian,  two  or  more  Indians  would  sink  their 
tomahawks  in  his  head."  Thus  closed  the  first 
campaign. 

In  1791,  another  expedition  was  projected,  which 
was  commanded  by  General  St.  Cluir.  This  ex- 
pedition was  composed  of  eleven  huiuhcd  men, 
who  were  surprised  and  attacked  by  four  thousand 
Indian  warriors  near  the  Miami  Village.  A  bloody 
and  desperate  battle  ensued;  thrice  and  last  the 
Amfcricun  cannon  w«re  iak«n  by  the  enemy;  six 


hundred  and  fifty  Americans  were  left  dead  upon 
the  field,  or  more  than  one-half  of  the  whole  Amer- 
ican force.  General  Scott,  aftersvards  Governor  of 
Kentucky,,  who  soon  after  in  some  measure  re- 
trieved this  disaster  by  a  victory  upon  the  same 
field,  says,  in  his  official  report,  alluding  to  the 
previous  engagement:  "The  place  had  a  very  dis- 
'  mal  appearance.  Nearly  in  the  space  of  three 
'  hundred  and  fifty  yards  lay  three  hundred  skuU- 
'  bones,  which  were  buried  by  my;nen  while  on 
'  the  ground;  from  thence  about  five  miles  on  the 
'  road  through  the  woods  was  strewed  with  skele- 
'  tons." 

This  victory  under  General  Scott  was  followed 
by  another  reverse  in  1794,  when  a  body  of  1,200 
Indians  attacked  a  party  of  130  Americans,  and 
killed  thirty  and  wounded  forty  of  the  number. 
The  causes  of  these  unusual  disasters  to  American 
arms  were  explained  by  history.  They  weie  at- 
tributed, first,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  to  the 
false  estimate  placed  by  the  Government  upon 
the  numbers  and  warlike  efficiency  of  the  Indians, 
and  to  the  failui-e  of  the  Government  to  furnish  an 
adequate  armed  force  at  the  outset  to  .subdue  alt 
resistance;  and  secondly,  perhaps,  to  the  inex- 
perience of  the  commanding  generals,  who  were 
surprised  and  attacked  by  overwhelming  numbers. 
This  was  said  with  a  proper  appreciation  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  and  the  patriotism  of 
Generals  Harmar  and  St.  Clair,  both  of  whom  had 
been  signalized  for  their  merit  and  valor  in  the 
revolutionary  war. 

Thus  things  stood  in  1794,  when  General  Wayne 
assumed  command  of  the  army  in  the  field.  With 
a  force  of  900  men,  he  suddenly  fell  upon  the 
enemy,  to  the  number  of  2,000  warriors,  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Miami  river,  and  defeated,  routed, 
and  forced  him  to  sue  for  peace.  Of  Wayne,  it  is 
but  just  to  say,  he  was  a  noble  exem])lification  of 
American  daring,  energy,  and  enterprise.  A  na- 
tion's gratitude  was  due  to  his  memory  for  his 
many  valuable  services,  and  not  least  for  the  bril- 
liant and  successful  close  to  which  he  brought  this 
war. 

It  should  be  said  that  the  whole  number  of 
American  troops  employed  in  the  field  in  this  war 
appeared  to  be  considerably  less  than  five  thou- 
sand, of  whom  it  may  be  estimated  about  one  thou- 
sand were  killed  and  five  hundred  wounded.  Now, 
granting  a  bounty  of  eighty  acres  to  each  soldier, 
of  one-half  of  the  whole  number  of  troops,  as  six- 
months'  nlen,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to 
each  one  of  the  remaining  half  as  twelve-months' 
men,  and  the  whole  quantity  of  land  thus  to  be 
granted  would  be  600,000  acres. 

Such  were  the  causes  of  the  Indian  war  of  1790, 
and  such  the  sufterings  and  services  of  the  soldiers 
of  that  war.  Hence,  he  asked  whether  these  meri- 
torious men  should  not  be  rewarded  as  others  had 
been  rewarded  .'  We  had  given  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  war  a  bounty  vari- 
ously of  from  eleven  hundretJ  toone  hundred  acres, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  2,081,470.  And  why 
should  not  a  suitable  bounty  be  granted  to  the  sol- 
diers of  the  Indian  war?  Tliere  was  no  room  for 
a  distinction. 

If  the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  acliieved  our 
independence  in  civilized  warfare,  the  soldiers  of 
the  Indian  wars,  perhaps  under  greater  har(lshi|)s, 
subdued  the  savages  who  were  the  alliesof  the  Brit- 
ish in  that  war,  and  who  continued  it  after  the 
British  abandoned  it;  they  fought  in  the  war  which 
was  an  aggravated  prolongation  of  the  revolution- 
ary war — they  gave  the  same  blessings  of  peace 
and  security  to  the  white  inhabitantB  of  the  Missis- 
sippi that  was  given  to  their  brethren  of  the  east- 
ern Stales  by  the  treaty  of  peace  of  1783.  More, 
they  conquered  the  vast  and  fertile  valley  of  the 
Mississippi  to  American  laws  and  civilization;  they 
opened  the  way  for  the  addition  of  eleven  flourish- 
ing and  noble  States  to  the  Union;  they  enabled  the 
Government  to  establish  its  gigantic  system  of  land 
sales,  which  has  filled  the  public  coders  with  more 
than  $120,000,000.  Upon  the  last  named.points 
he  had  an  offu;ial  statement  in  his  hand,  showing 
the  quantity  of  public  land  originally  contained  in 
each  of  the  new  States,  the  quantity  sold  in  each, 
the  amounts  of  money  received  theretbr,  and  the 
quantity  remaining  to  be  sold  on  the  3Ist  of  De- 
cember, 1846. 

Now,  the  arguments  he  had  used  in  favor  of  the 
soldiers  of  1790  would  api)ly  \vith  more  or  less 
force,  in  a  modified  form,  to  tiie  soldiers  of  the  war 
of  11^12.     What  wera  the  8e.rvioes  of  the  soldiers 
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of  that  war,  and  what  their  claim  upon  our  justice 
and  gratitude?  History  taught  us  that  Great  Brit- 
ain early  and  grossly  violated  our  neutral  rights; 
that  she  had  made  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  a  prey  to  British  cruisers  and  privateers; 
that  she  pertinaciously  continued  to  impress  Ameri- 
can citizens  into  her  service,  and  if  the  hardy 
American  dare  refuse  submission  to  her  unjust  and 
illegal  assumptions,  he  was  hung  at  the  yard-arm. 
In  fact  all,  or  at  least  many,  of  the  fruits  of  the 
Revolution  depended  upon  the  resistance  provoked 
by  their  wanton  outrages.  As  our  ancestors  waged 
the  revolutionary  war  to  establish  our  political 
independence,  so  novv  we  were  called  upon  by 
every  consideration  of  duty  and  patriotism  to  come 
forth  for  the  vindication  of  our  maritime  and  per- 
sonal rights.  And  what  was  the  result?  The  na- 
tion girded  itself  for  the  contest.  New  York  and 
other  eastern  States  sent  fortii  their  militia,  who 
fought  side  by  side  with  the  regulars  at  Fort  Erie 
and  Niagara,  where  American  valor  was  crowned 
with  brilliant  success.  The  southern  States  sent 
forth  their  militia,  who  were  found  battling  for 
their  coimtry  wherever  danger  and  duty  called. 
The  northwestern  States,  and  particularly  Ken- 
tucky, including  the  Territories,  poured  forth  their 
best  spirits,  who  repressed  the  savages  upon  the 
frontiers,  and  defeated  Proctor  and  Tecumseh  upon 
the  Thames,  avenging  the  horrid  butcheries  at 
Fort  Meigs  and  the  River  Raisin.  The  south- 
western States,  and  particularly  Tennessee,  inclu- 
ding Kentucky,  poured  forth  their  best  citizens, 
who  beat  the  British  at  New  Orleans,  and  closed 
the  second  war  of  American  independence  in  a 
blaze  of  glory. 

Such  were  the  causes  of  the  war  of  1812;  such 
the  services  of  the  volunteers,  militia,  and  rangers 
who  served  in  that  war.  He  asked  now,  as  he 
had  already  asked  with  reference  to  the  soldiers  of 
the  Indian  wars,  whether  these  men  were  not  en- 
titled to  be  rewarded  as  we  had  rewarded  others? 
We  had  given  to  the  regulars  who  fought  by  their 
sides  bounties  varyingfrom  one  hundred  and  sixty 
to  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  4,825,352  acres;  and  why  should  we 
not  give  the  equally  meritorious  militia,  rangers, 
and  volunteers  of  1812  an  equal  bounty?  There 
was  no  reason  why  we  should  not.  We  were 
indebted  to  these  men  for  humbling  the  arrogant 
pretensions  of  Great  Britain,  for  extorting  her  re- 
spect and  her  pledge  of  peace,  which  were  worth 
more  than  countless  treasure.  But,  independent 
of  these  considerations,  there  were  others  growing 
out  of  the  nature  and  genius  of  our  institutions 
which  imperiously  called  for  this  measure — for  the 
establishment,  at  least,  of  the  principle  involved  in 
this  measure.  The  Constitution  made  it  the  duty 
of  Congress  "  to  provide  for  organizing  the  army 
and  disciplining  the  militia;"  and  for  what  pur- 
pose ?  Because,  as  was  declared  in  an  amendment 
to  the  Constitution,  "  a  well  regulated  militia"  is 
*' necessary  to  the  security  of  the  State."  Well, 
if  this  were  so,  if  this  were  a  fundamental  maxim, 
did  it  not  follow  that  we  should  stimulate  the  mi- 
litia in  the  spirit  and  the  efficiency  which  became 
them  as  guardians  of  the  public  liberty,  as  the 
ultimate  force  ordained  by  the  Constitution  "to 
execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  to  repress  insurrec- 
tions, and  repel  invasions  ?"  Certainly  so.  Well, 
if  this  were  true,  how  better  could  we  perform  this 
duty  than  by  granting  to  the  militia  who  served  in 
the  field  a  home  for  themselves  or  for  their  fami- 
ilies,  if  they  fell  in  batile?  No  man  would  deny 
that  the  elevation  of  the  citizen  to  the  dignity  and 
independence  of  a  freeholder  enabled  him  better  to 
maintain  the  character  and  discharge  the  duties  of 
the  citizen-soldier  than  lie  would  be  able  to  do  if 
he  was  landless  and  dependant.  Besides,  it  was 
but  just  and  right  that  tiie  citizen  who  periled  his 
life  in  the  wars  of  the  country  should  be  rewarded 
by  a  home  for  his  old  age;  or,  if  he  fell  in  battle, 
for  his  wife  and  fatherless  children. 

The  brilliant  events  of  the  present  war  fully  at- 
test the  truth  and  general  position  he  had  assumed. 
Behold  our  armies,  hastily  composed,  for  the  most 
part,  of  volunteers  from  the  private  and  peaceful 
walks  of  life,  had  crossed  the  great  solitudes  of  the 
West,  and  planted  our  victorious  standard  upon 
the  distant  shores  of  the  Pacific.  Again,  they  had 
penetrated  southward  through  rocky  defiles  and 
aijuinst  walled  cities,  obstinately  defended,  towards 
the  heart  of  Mexico.  And  again,  from  Vera  Cruz, 
through  pestilence  and  blood,  quite  to  and  even 
beyond  the  Mexican  capital.     All  this  they  had 


done,  and  more.  They  had,  in  a  short  time,  over- 
run a  vast  country,  at  a  great  distance,  inhabited 
by  seven  or  eight  millions  of  people,  and  deemed 
impregnable,  from  the  number  and  strength  of  its 
natural  defences.  Such  had  been  the  wonderful 
achievements  of  citizen-soldiers,  impelled  by  patri- 
otism and  encouraged  by  the  promise  of  a  home 
for  their  old  age,  or,  if  they  should  fall,  for  their 
fatherless  children.  Who  now  would  say  that  the 
policy  which  had  contributed  to  produce  such  gi- 
gantic results  should  not  be  rendered  permanent 
and  certain  ? 

There  were  some  objections  which  heretofore 
had  been  urged  to  this  measure,  which  he  proposed 
merely  to  notice.  The  first  was,  that  it  was  a 
measure  novel  and  subversive  of  the  established 
policy  of  the  Government.  He  denied  this,  and 
he  had  only  to  cite  the  act  of  1847,  already  referred 
to,  to  prove  thatunder  thatact  bounties  were  grant- 
ed to  some  fifty  thousand  regulars  and  volunteers 
whose  terms  of  service  had  either  expired  or  had 
ruii  for  several  months  ot  years  before  the  passage 
of  that  act.  The  quantity  of  land  thus  granted  by 
the  retroactive  operation  of  the  law  amounted  to 
many  millions  of  acres. 

Again,  it  was  contended  that  it  was  a  measure 
violative  of  the  public  faith,  pledged  to  pay  the 
^23,000,000  obtained  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
He  denied  this  assumption  also.  The  public  lands 
were  not  pledged  for  the  payment  of  this  debt,  but 
from  the  very  terms  of  the  loan  act,  "  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands."  It  was  not  the  design  of  that 
act  to  limit  the  discretion  of  Congress  over  the  pub- 
lic lands;  that  discretion  was  as  unlimited  as  be- 
fore. While  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  were  faithfully  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
interest  and  principal  of  the  loan,  the  public  faith 
was  preserved. 

Again,  it  was  objected  that  the  measure  would 
prove  wasteful,  prodigal;  that  it  would  squander 
away  the  public  lands.  This  objection  was  found- 
ed on  the  assumption  that  it  was  the  true  policy  of 
the  Government  to  sell  them,  to  treat  them  as  a 
source  of  revenue.  He  denied  that  this  was  our  true 
policy;  it  was  to  grant  them  in  limited  quantities  to 
occupiers  and  settlers.  This  would  elevate  the 
mass  of  the  honest  citizens  to  the  di^iity  and  inde- 
pendence of  freeholders;  it  would  enhance  the  pub- 
lic revenues  by  enhancing  the  ability  of  the  people 
paying  taxes.  This  would  be  its  effect  upon  the 
people  at  large  and  upon  the  Government.  What 
would  be  the  effect  upon  the  people  of  the  new 
States?  Here  he  addressed  himself  more  particu- 
larly to  gentlemen  representing  the  new  States.  It 
would  increase  the  tide  of  immigration  to  that  quar- 
tee;  it  would  convert  a  large  portion  of  waste  lands 
to  occupancy,  cultivation,  productiveness;  it  would 
increase  the  taxable  inhabitants  and  property  of 
thoseSlates;  itwould  hasten  the  time  when  a  formi- 
dable and  corrupting  element  of  public  patronage 
connected  with  the  land  system  should  be  with- 
drawn from  these  States,  and  thus  promote  their 
independence  and  the  wholesome  and  just  action 
of  this  Government.  [A  full  report  of  Mr  McC.'s 
speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

On  this  ground  he  appealed  to  members  from  the 
new  States  to  come  forward  and  support  this  meas- 
ure. He  appealed  also  to  the  friends  of  the  opposing 
schemes  of  "  graduation"  and  "distribution"  to 
come  forward  and  meet  on  this  common  platform 
of  compromise. 

Mr.  EMBREE  sustained  the  provisions  of  the 
bill,  and  warmly  advocated  the  extension  of  the 
grants  of  bounty  lands  to  the  soldiers  of  the  Indian 
wars  of  1790,  and  of  the  war  of  1812  with  Great 
Britain.  He  also  reviewed  and  arraigned  the 
course  of  the  present  Administration  in  reference  to 
the  Mexican  war  and  connected  topics,  the  Oregon 
questions,  &c.  [Mr.  E.'s  speech,  reported  in  full, 
will  appear  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  entering  into  the  discussion  of  the  va- 
rious topics  introduced  into  this  debate  by  the 
gentleman  who  had  just  taken  his  seat.  Fie  had 
no  disposition  now  to  discuss  the  justice  and  pro- 
priety of  the  policy  of  this  Administration  in  regard 
to  the  Oregon  question;  nor  would  he  be  diverted 
from  the  original  puri)ose  for  which  he  had  claimed 
the  consideration  of  the  committee,  by  entering 
into  a  discussion  of  the  policy  of  annexing  Texas 
to  the  Union.  He  did  not  desire  to  enter  into  a 
general  discussion  of  the  causes  and  consequences 
of  the  war  with  Mexico.  These  he  had  long  sinfte 
considered  and  acted  on,  and  theresult  of  his  action 


had  gone  before  his  constituents,  and  he  was  grat- 
ified to  say  that  they  had  at  all  times  been  cordially 
approved  by  them.  But  what  did  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  expect  to  accomplish  by  this  course 
of  argument,  so  far  as  the  merits  of  this  bill  and 
the  amendments  under  discussion  in  this  committee 
were  involved?  The  bill  and  amendments  now 
under  consideration  proposed  to  extend  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act  approved  llth  February,  1847, 
granting  bounty  land  or  treasury  scrip  to  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  who  have  served 
during  the  Mexican  war,  to  such  privates  as  have 
been  elected  and  commissioned  officers  since  they 
have  entered  the  seiwice  in  Mexico;  and  the  pend- 
ing amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi, 
[Mr.  Thoaipson,]  extended  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  llth  February,  1847,  to  the  volunteers  who 
served  in  the  war  against  Great  Britain.  He  could 
not  see  how  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  could 
expect  to  advance  the  interest  of  this  measure  by 
enlarging  upon  and  even  magnifying  the  expenses 
of  the  war  in  which  we  have  been  engaged  with 
Mexico.  If  he  were  to  judge  from  the  course  of 
the  gentleman's  argument,  he  should  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  he  was.  unwilling  to  grant  to  our 
soldiers  in  Mexico,  who  were  partly  provided  for 
by  this  bill,  this  bounty  of  land,  as  a  reward  for 
their  patriotic  and  meritorious  services  in  defence 
of  the  Union  and  the  rights  of  the  country.  He 
could  not  believe  that  such  was  his  object.  He 
differed  with  the  gentleman  in  regard  to  the  merits 
of  this  question,  and  had  done  so  from  the  time 
war  was  declared.  He  thought  it  a  just  war, 
brought  on  by  the  act  of  Mexico,  and  he  had  so 
declared  by  the  vote  he  had  given  when  the  act 
recognizing  the  war  passed  this  House.  He  did 
not  then  regard  the  expense,  and  he  hoped  that  he 
never  should  do  so,  when  it  became  necessary  to. 
pass  any  measure  through  this  body  requisite  to 
defend  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  country.  His 
constituents  had  canvassed  this  vote  particularly, 
and  he  gloried  in  the  fact  that  they  had  given  it 
their  most  cordial  approval.  They  had  sustained 
him  at  all  times  in  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties,  and  they  had  sustained,  too,  the  honor  and 
rights  of  the  country  on  every  field  and  in  every 
plain  of  Mexico,  and  he  did  not  doubt  they  would 
continue  to  maintain  those  who  had  carried  it  on 
with  so  much  honor  and  with  such  brilliant  suc- 
cess, be  the  expense  what  it  may.  They  did  not 
measure  patriotism,  honor,  and  our  national  rights 
by  any  expenditure  of  public  treasure.  But  he 
had  been  diverted  from  his  original  intention  in 
what  he  had  already  said.  He  rose  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  notice  simply  of  his  intention  to 
offer,  when  in  order,  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
Thompson,]  which  he  would  now  read  for  the 
information  of  the  committee: 

^^  Be  it  further  enacted,  Thatall  the  benefits  and  provisions 
of  this  act,  and  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  be, 
and  tlie  same  are  liereby,  extsiided  ,to  ihe  voliuiteers  who 
served  in  the  late  Florida  war,  suliject  to  tlie  same  limita- 
tions and  restrictions  as  those  imposed  by  said  acls  upon  the 
volunteers  in  the  present  war  with  Mexico." 

There  was  within  his  State  and  district  a  large 
number  of  meritorious  individuals  who,  on  the 
call  of  their  country,  entered  to  serve  as  soldiers 
in  the  war  waged  in  Florida  against  the  Semijiole 
Indians.  They  served  long  and  faithfully,  and 
endured  all  the  hardships  and  sustained  all  the  in- 
juries that  were  incident  to  a  state  of  war  against 
barbarous  savage  Indians  in  the  most  insalubrious 
climate.  They  encountered  death  in  every  form, 
and  privations  and  losses,  for  which  they  never 
will  and  never  can  be  fully  compensated.  The 
Government  of  the  country  had  still  the  power  to 
do  them  partial  justice,  by  giving  them  a  reward 
in  bounty  land  that  will  furnish  to  many  of  them 
comfortable  homes,  and  to  all  of  them  means  to 
increase  their  comforts  in  living.  He  approved  of 
the  principles  of  the  original  bill,  and  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  his  friend  from  Mississippi,  [iVIr. 
Thompson.]  It  provided  that  a  reward  should  be 
given  in  the  shape  or  form  of  land  as  a  bounty  to 
all  such  as  had  rendered  faithful  military  service  to 
the  country  in  time  of  war,  either  in  the  Mexican 
war  or  in  the  war  between  this  country  and  Great 
Britain.  He  approved  of  the  principles  of  this 
bill,  and  could  see  no  reason  why  a  bounty  of  land 
should  not  be  given  to  those  who  ."served  in  the  war 
against  Great  ^Britain  as  well  as  to  those  who  had 
more  recently  covered  theniselvos  with  glory  aad 
honor  in  the  war  with  Mexico.  Both  claims  were 
equally  just,  and  in  both  we  were  in  the  right,  and 
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he  would  not  deny  to  the  war-worn  soldier  in  the 
one  service  what  lie  would  most  cheerfully  grant 
to  the  other.  And  he  called  on  the  committee  to 
say,  why  exclude  the  Florida  volunteers  from  the 
benefits  of  this  bill?  Was  not  this  war  just?  was 
it  not  meritorious?  and  were  they  not  equally  en- 
titled to  the  claims  to  favorable  consideration?  It 
ought  to  have  been  done  heretofore,  and  had  been 
delayed  too  long  already;  but  he  would  not  permit 
himself  to  doubt  that  this  committee  would  grant 
to  the  soldiers  who  served  the  country  in  the 
Florida  war  the  same  quantity  of  land  as  a  reward 
for  their  meritorious  services,  that  they  gave  to 
those  who  served  for  the  same  length  of  time  in 
Mexico  or  in  the  war  against  Great  Britain.  If 
the  service  was  equally  just  and  meritorious — and 
no  man  can  doubt  it — it  was  our  duly  to  give  them 
the  same  reward. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Virginia,  said  :  Mr.  Chair- 
man, my  remarks  shall  be  confined  jMincipally  to 
the  vindication  of  the  leading  measures  of  the 
present  Administration,  all  of  which  have  met  my 
hearty  approbation  and  support;  so  that,  in  defend- 
ing them  from  the  assaults  made  upon  them  by 
the  Opposition,  I  will  but  defend  my  own  course 
on  this  floor,  and  place  myself  in  a  right  position 
before  those  1  have  the  honor  to  represent. 

When  I  first  came  to  Congress,  I  found  the 
people  had  returned  to  this  body  a  debating  talent 
equal  to  any  emergency;  and  believing  this  arm  of 
the  public  defence  sufficiently  strong,  I  have  been 
content  with  being  numbered  among  the  silent 
members  of  this  House,  always  ready  to  cast  my 
vote  on  any  question  or  measure,  so  soon  as  it 
could  be  rescued  from  the  great  vortex  of  public 
discussion.  In  this  I  am  happy  to  know  that  I 
have  met  the  approbation  of  my  constituents,  who 
not  only  returned  me  to  the  thirtieth  Congress 
by  an  unprecedented  majority,  but  in  their  very 
recent  county  meetings  in  my  district,  most  gen- 
erously and  freely  tendered  me  their  thanks,  and 
expressions  of  confidence  and  approbation.  For 
this  mark  of  kindness,  I  can  only  respond  in  the 
silent  language  of  the  heart,  that  can  be  better  felt 
and  understood  than  expressed. 

My  constituents  will  pardon  me,  I  know,  for  a 
departure  from  my  usual  course,  when  1  ask  the 
privilege  of  communicating  to  them  my  views  on 
coming  political  events,  in  which  our  common 
country  is  deeply  interested.  None,  after  hearing 
the  debate  on  the  motion  to  print  the  correspond- 
ence between  General  Scott  and  the  War  Depart- 
ment the  other  day,  can  be  blind  to  the  strong,  and, 
1  think,  unfair  eiVorts  that  are  to  be  made  on  this 
floor  and  in  the  country,  to  reverse  and  change  all 
those  salutary  and  valuable  measures  and  reforms 
brought  about  by  the  present  Administration. 
MaiiKind  have  always  been,  and  always  will  be, 
until  the  millennium  arrives,  divided  into  two  po- 
litical divisions.  They  are  now  to  be  found  in 
France — in  Europe — in  all  the  Old  World,  and  in 
this  country.  The  one  is  in  favor  of  a  strong, 
cumbrous,  and  complex  government;  the  other  in- 
clines to  a  free  and  simple  government,  placing  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  people  no  greater  burdens  or 
restraints  than  are  necessary  to  secure  good  order, 
the  safety  of  the  person  and  property  of  the  citi- 
zen. They  are  sometimes  denominated  the  friends 
of  despotism,  and  the  friends  of  liberty. 

I'he  advocates  of  a  strong  government  find  many- 
subjects  about  which  to  legislate;  and  in  this  coun- 
try, even  written  constitutions  are  not  suflicient  to 
control  them.  They  find  ample  power  in  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  .States  to  interfere  in  the  in- 
du.sinal  pursuits  of  the  people, and  think  it  very  wise 
to  exercise  it,  by  whicii  the  earnings  of  one  branch 
of  industry,  or  of  one  section  of  this  Union,  is  trans- 
ferred to  another.  1'hey  are  lor  regulating  com- 
merce and  building  it  up  to  the  highest  pitch  of 
j)ro8periiy,  by  laying  heavy  restrictions  and  bur 
dens  upon  it.  Agriculture,  too,  is  to  receive  the 
festering  cure  of  this  ereat  central  Government; 
the  strong  arm  of  the  law  is  to  interfere  with  the 
markets  abroad,  and  reduce  the  consumption  of 
lier  mighty  products  almost  exclusively  to  a  home 
market;  her  prosperity  (by  very  wise  legislation!) 
is  to  be  vastly  enlarged  by  circumscribing  her  mar- 
kets, and  iedu(-ing  her  consutni'is.  But  to  cap  the 
climax  of  all  earthly  wisdom  and  love  for  the  til- 
lers of  the  soil,  all  lliat  they  consume  of  the  prod- 
licts  of  the  rival  branches  of  industry  are  to  be 
highly  |)roiected  in  the  shape  of  high  larill's,  with 
a  view  of  reducing  the  jirices  of  such  fabrics  and 
arlicles  in  the  market  for  the  especial  benefit  of  the 


faraier !  But  not  satisfied  with  this,  under  the 
power  given  to  Congress  "  to  coin  money,  regu- 
ulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  ibreigii  coin,"  or 
some  more  mysterious  implied  powtr,  they  claim 
for  Congress  the  right  ot  regulating  the  paper  cur- 
rency ol  the  fcjiates,  or  the  credit  system  generally 
of  the  United  JSlates,  and  that,  too,  by  delegating 
that  precious  power  to  a  great  corporation,  whose 
"  bowels  are  moved  witli  compassion"  for  thepeo- 
I  le,  and  who  is  sure  to  expand  us  issues  in  an  easy 
money  market  and  contract  them  in  a  hard  one. 
All  this  is  done  professedly  to  aid  the  country,  and 
enable  it  to  develop  us  growing  lesources  and  bel- 
ter the  condition  of  the  governed. 

Now,  sir,  1  am  opposed  to  all  this  legislative 
tinkering  witir  the  private  allkirs  of  the  people  by 
this  Government;  it  was  created  for  no  such  pur- 
poses, and  nothing  but  mischief  can  result  troin 
ihe  exercise  of  such  powers.  Heresies  so  mon- 
strous can  never  meet  the  approbation  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  country  when  ilie  issue  is  fairly  pre- 
sented to  them,  iiut,  sir,  the  advocates  of  power 
sometimes  argue  that  there  is  something  niyste- 
i  nous  about  tlie  science  of  government — that  the 
ordinary  routine  of  reasoning  from  cause  to  eflect 
will  not  produce  correct  results  in  the  political  as 
in  the  natural  or  physical  world,  and  they  not 
unfrequently  illustrate  iheir  argument  by  referring 
to  the  fact  that  high  duties  make  low  prices.  Now, 
that  an  iron-iiiasier  or  a  large  nianutaciurer  miglit 
be  able  to  reason  himself  into  a  belief  of  this  strange 
heterodoxy,  is  natural  enough;  but  that  men,,  look- 
ing through  a  disinterested  medium,  should  fall 
into  so  monstrous  an  error,  seems  to  me  passing 
strange.  Others  point  to  the  valuable  results  of 
the  legislation  of  Great  Britain  on  the  subjects  of 
tarills  and  banks,  and  in  directing  the  labor  of  that 
country,  fciir,  the  jjolicy  of  Great  Britain  is  no 
model  lor  me.  She  presents — what  1  deprecate — 
a  splendid  Government,  and  a  starving  people.  I 
met  with  an  article  from  the  London  Times  of  the 
iilst  of  March  last,  which  shows  the  views  of  the 
friends  of  a  strong  government  as  well  as  anything 
iliat  i  have  ever  heard  in  our  own  country  on  that 
subject.  After  speaking  of  the  forces  sent  by  the 
GovernmeiU^o  suppress  the  popular  movements 
111  Ireland,  liCTJongraiulales  the  Crown  on  the  quiet 
Slate  of  England,  and  gives  the  reasons  for  such 
good  order,  as  follows: 

"The  State  is  wise,  and  j^ood,  and  great  in  tlie  eyes  of 
hiiiabit;  luuii.  Tlley  ifur  u,  llit-y  woraliip  it,  tliey  love  it. 
VVIiul  ciiildlike  coulideiice  ilous  the  huiiest  laborer  repase 
ill  'tile  i;eiitleiiiaii'  who  rules  the  destinies  ol  Jiis  little 
sphere  !  'I'lie  iiriiish  laborer  is  taught  tVoni  liis  childliood  to 
look  up  lor  counsel  and  aid.  For  our  part,  we  have  con- 
tinually urged  Uiatitis  the,duty  of  the  biat'e  tu  fulhlt  such 
expectatioiia.'' 

Now,  sir,  on  this  subject  I  am  probably  vastly 
behind  the  age;  but,  alter  a  careful  examination,  I 
am  bound  to  conclude  that  this  Government  can- 
not legislate  into  existence  an  additional  barrel  of 
flour  or  bushel  of  corn;  but  lean  easily  see  a  hun- 
dred ways  in  which  it  can  transfer  them  from  the 
granary  of  A  to  the  granary  of  B.  But  there  will 
be  private  larcenies  enough  of  this  kind,  without 
the  Government  embarking  in  it  and  legalizing  it 
I  on  a  large  scale.  For  a  man  to  be  robbed  by  his 
fellow-man  is  bad  enough;  but  to  be  coolly  robbed 
by  a  government,  for  the  support  of  which  he  is 
daily  conlributing  of  his  substance,  is  the  unkind- 
est  cut  of  all.  In  the  early  history  of  parties  in  this 
country,  the  advocates  of  a  strong  government, 
like  the  Times,  spoke  freely  their  opinions  on  the 
subjects  over  which,  and  about  which,  they  claimed 
the  right  of  legislating.  They  did  not  hesitate  to 
pass  the  alien-  and  sedition  laws,  to  indict  and  try 
men  as  criminals  for  speaking  of  their  public  ser- 
vants, and  fine  and  imprison  too,  unless  they  were 
able  to  prove  the  truth  of  all  they  said  or  wrote. 
However  many  and  extravagant  the  errors  of  the 
Federal  parly  of  IbOU,  they  were  honest  men — 
mistaken,  but  honest  men. 

Believing,  us  I  do,  that  the  Whig  party  of  the 
present  day  are  but  the  degenerate  sons  and  suc- 
cessors of  the  old  li'ederal  party,  I  would  like  to 
examine  into  their  claims  to  the  confidence  of  the 
American  people.  I  am  told,  and  the  peojilc  of 
this  country  ore  told,  from  a  highly  respectable 
source,  that  all  the  old  issues  between  the  two 
great  poliiical  parties  arc  obsolete,  and  that  the 
great  "  imbodiinent"  i.s  also  obsolete;  that  thoy 
have  all  gone  to  the  "  tombs  of  the  Capulets.  "  By 
this,  it  would  seem  that  the  great  Whig  ]iarty  had 
grounded  their  arms,  and  that  all  parly  warfare, 
bickerings,  quarrels,  and  strife,  had  ceased,  and 


that  "  peace  on  earth  and  good  will  to  man"  were 
to  be  preached  from  one  end  of  this  happy  land  to 
the  other.  Upon  hearing  these  "good  tidings  of 
great  joy,"  1  ran  to  my  colleague  of  the  Richmond 
district,  knowing  that  he  would  be  good  authority 
on  a  subject  like  this,  knowing  that  he  would  be 
the  last  to  disband — the  very  last  of  the  "  Mohe- 
gans;"  and  I  soon  learned  from  him,  sir,  that  he  did 
not  understand  the  matter  like  many  distinguished 
members  of  his  own  party.  Now,  sir,  what  does 
all  thismean?  Is  it  true  that  the  Whigs  are  going 
to  run  a  no-party  man,  and  abandon  all  their  long- 
cherished  measures?  Or  is  it  an  attempt  to  re- 
enact  what  wasso  falsely  called  the  glorious  scenes 
of  1840,  and  which  were  so  beautifully  alluded  to 
the  other  day  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina?  Do  you  recollect,  sir,  when  the 
celebrated  Harrisburg  Convention  nominated  the 
great  hero  of  "Tippecanoe,  and  Tyler  too,"  and 
bade  the  nation  "go  it  blind" — extend  a  generous 
confidence,  and  elect  those  great  and  good  men  to 
the  two  first  oflices  in  the  Government?  The 
people  took  them  at  their  bidding;  but  the  nation 
mourned  four  long  years  for  their  sins  and  folly. 
God,  in  his  kindness,  took  the  old  hero  to  himself, 
and  left  Tyler,  "the  spared  monument  of  his 
amazing  mercy,"  to  buffet  with  the  storm,  to  be 
threatened  with  decapitation  and  impeachment  by 
those  who  had  called  him  into  power. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  have  you  forgotten,  have 
the  people  of  this  country  forgotten,  the  frauds 
and  deceptions  that  were  practised  upon  them  by 
the  artful  leaders  of  the  Whig  party  to  secure  thai 
triumph?  Let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  coun- 
try to  what  was  done  in  my  own  State  by  a  Whig 
State  convention,  intended  to  ratify  and  approve 
the  nominations  made  at  the  Harrisburg  Conven- 
tion. Permit  me  to  read  a  few  extracts  from  the 
address  to  the  people  of  Virginia,  viz: 

"Upon  the  tariff  and  internal  improvement.  General  Har- 
rison cannot  be  worse  than  Mr.  Van  Curen,  as  we  have 
shown  you  ;  and  as  to  the  bank,  his  unqualified  declaration 
that  it  was  unconstitutional  is  before  you;  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe  that  he  is  in  favor  of  a  bank  in  any  form, 
for  he  is  assuredly  opposed  to  a  Government  bank.  As  far 
as  we  know  or  believe,  fellow-citizens,  General  Harrison 
has  but  one  opinion  about  the  bank,  and  that  is  against  it." 

"  Of  Mr.  Tyler  wc  have  said  little,  because  it  was  not 
necessary  to  say  much  as  to  hira.  '  Jolm  Ttfler  is  knorvn  to 
ihe  people  of  Virginia  as  one  of  their  hest-lried  and  most 
faithful  servants.  If  the  man  who  has  always  been  Ihe  ad- 
vocate of  Republican  measures, and  during  nearly  his  whote 
hfe  the  representative  of  Republican  people,  needs  viifdica- 
tion  from  the  charge  of  Federalism,  we  feel  satisfied  that  it 
will  be  made  uiumphantly  by  the  Republicans  of  Virginia, 
whom  he  has  so  long  and  so  faithfully  served  ;  and  to  their 
protection  we  commit  him,  confident  in  their  hands  he  will 
sustain  no  wrong,  and  that  they  wil>  say  tohim, '  Well  done, 
thou  good  and  faithful  servant."' 

"  But  we  are  gravely  informed,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  op- 
posed to  a  national  bank,  to  internal  iniprovenicnls  by  the 
General  Government,  and  to  the  tariff,  and  that  his  hostility 
to  these  measures  gives  him  an  irresistible  claim  to  the  coti- 
fideiice  and  suffrages  of  the  people  of  Virginia.  These, 
fellow-citizens,  are  the  stereotitpcd  phrases  by  which  cun- 
ning tacticians  hope  to  deceive  and  mislead  you.  All  can- 
did men,  of  all  parties,  admit  that  they  have  ce.ised  to  be 
yructicai  questions.  ^11  iilea  of  chart erine,  a  natiomU  bartk 
has  licen  retinqnished  hy  its  former  most  saii^idnc  udvocaies,  €ts 
unnecessary  and  inexpedient  in  the  present  and  probable  Ma- 
ture monetary  condition  of  t/ie  country;  the  necessity  of  in- 
ternal improvements  by  the  General  Government  has  been 
entirely  superseded  by  the  energetic  application  of  the  re- 
sources of  the  several  States  to  that  object;  and  the  tariff  is 
settled  by  the  terms  of  the  compromise  act  of  IISS,  unless  it 
shall  be  reopened  for  political  purposes  liy  those  who  affect  to 
dread  the  reestahlishment  of  hit^h  protective  duties.  These 
duties,  indeed,  are  no  longer  necessary,  the  stahilily  of  our 
manufacturing  establishments  enabling  them  to  maintain  a 
eompclition  vith  foreign  fabrics  williout  a  resort  to  tliis  extra- 
neous support — a  support  which,  fluctuating  with  the  alter- 
nate rise  and  fall  of  parties,  is  far  from  being  desirable,  even 
were  it  any  bmger  essential ;  for  with  that  branch  of  na- 
tional industry,  as  with  every  other,  stabihiy  of  legislation 
is  far  more  important  than  temporary  advantages,  of  which 
they  may,  when  least  expected,  and  when  their  withdrawal 
might  operate  most  disastrously,  be  deprived  by  the  result 
of  an  annual  election." 

Now,  sir,  who  would  have  ever  dreamed  that  Har- 
rison orTy  ler  would  have  been  called  upon  to  sign  a 
bank  charter?  Yet,  if  my  memory  serves  nienright, 
it  was  for  refusing  to  sign  one  that  honest  John 
came  well-nigh  losing  his  head.  I  again  ask  the 
leaders  of  the  Whig  party,  are  the  great  issues  you 
heretofore  presented  to  the  jieople  "  obsolete,"  in 
the  Wliig  vocabulary  of  1840?  have  "  they  erased 
to  be  practical  questions?" — or  do  you  only  intend 
to  repudiate  them  for  the  present — to  keep  them  out 
of  sight  until  you  get  into  power,  and  then  betray 
a  confiding  nation,  and  fasten  your  oft-repudiated 
measures  on  an  unwilling anda  betrayed  people?  If, 
sir,  this  is  your  design,  let  me  call  upon  you,  by 
every  consideration  of  patriotism,  by  every  motive 
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that  can  influence  Ihe  actions  of  honest  men,  to 
stop  before  you  commit  yourselves  to  a  line  of 
conduct  that  would  disarrace  a  pettifogger,  much 
more  a  great  political  party.  But,  sir,  if  you  are 
sincere  in  the  declaration  that  the  great  Whig  issues 
are  obsolete,  and  that  the  great  statesman  of  Ken- 
tucky— the  imbodiment,  the  head  and  great  repre- 
sentative of  your  party  principles — is  ah,o  obsolete; 
that  you  as  a  party  have  become  satisfied  that  the 
principles  of  the  tariff  of  1846,  as  well  as  the  inde- 
pendent treasury,  embrace  the  true  financial  policy 
of  this  Government;  that  the  WAr  in  which  we 
are  now  engaged  is  a  just  and  necessary  war, 
brought  about  by  the  oft-repeated  wrongs  of  Mex- 
ico; and  that  the  war  shall  be  prosecuted  until  ter- 
minated by  an  honorable  peace,  with  ample  in- 
demnity for  the  past  and  security  for  the  future; 
and  if  that  indemnity  should  chance  to  be  in  territo- 
ry, thatitshall  be  received  and  thrown  open  to  emi- 
grants from  all  the  States  of  this  Union,  that  they 
may  freely  enter  and  possess  the  goodly  land,  with 
their  families,  their  domestics,  herds,  and  property 
of  every  kind  and  description;  sir,  let  the  fathers 
of  the  Whig  party  step  forward  and  take  this 
ground,  with  General  Taylor  at  their  head,  and  you 
may  elect  him  to-morrow,  and  I  will  say,  amen. 
Abandon  your  political  errors,  and  administer  the 
Government  on  correct  principles,  and  you  may 
have  all  the  offices,  honors,  and  emoluments,  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  and  I  will  cheerfully  retire 
to  the  more  honorable  and  happy  station  of  a  tiller 
of  the  soil,  and  one  of  the  sovereigns  of  the  land. 

But,  sir,  if  the  Whig  party  should  be  disposed 
not  to  disband,  but  to  follow  the  lead  of  my  worthy 
colleague  from  the  Richmond  distinct,  and  make  an- 
other fight  on  their  old  issues,  which,  from  the  last 
bulletin  from  Ashland,  now  seems  likely  to  be  the 
case, — then  I  would  say  to  the  young  Whigs  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  and  in  the  country,  who 
have  seen  the  error  of  their  ways,  Come  out  from 
among  your  old  associates,  come  freely  over  to  us 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  confess  yoursins  openly, 
and  promise  to  do  better,  and  we  will  baptize  you 
into  the  Democratic  church.  Sir,  thousands  of 
the  Whig  party,  indeed,  I  think,  all  honest  men, 
must  know  and  confessthat  the  great  Whig  lead- 
ers are  false  prophets  and  mistaken  politicians. 
They  can  prognosticate  as  much  evil  as  any  set  of 
men  in  the  world;  but  they  cannot  successfully 
administer  the  Government.  They  prophesy  ruin 
and  calamities  dire  growing  out  of  the  adoption  of 
Democratic  measures;  but;  those  calamities  only 
are  fully  realized  by  the  country  when  they  them- 
selves are  administering  the  Government.  When 
did  the  Federal  party  of  this  country  come  into 
power  that  they  did  not  bring  with  them  national 
calamities  and  misrule,  that  aroused  the  people  to 
a  sense  of  their  dangers,  and  lead  to  a  speedy 
change  of  their  rulers?  The  present  Opposition 
have  never  been  permitted  to  continue  a  second 
time  in  succession  in  ppwer,  and  they  never  will. 
If  you  were  to  come  into  power  to-morrow,  unless 
you  change  your  principles  and  policy,  the  people 
would  give  you  your  walking-papers  at  the  ex- 
piration of  your  first  constitutional  term.  Your 
partial  legislation  in  favor  of  the  capital  of  the 
country — in  favor  of  associated  wealth,  in  the 
shape  of  manufacturing  or  banking  corporations; 
your  opposition  to  the  extension  of  the  area  of 
freedom;  your  apparent  sympathies  with  the  ene- 
mies of  your  country  in  times  of  war, — conspire 
to  unfit  your  leaders  for  successfully  and  satis- 
factorily administering  this  Government  on  the 
principles  and  scale  which  are  calculated  to  make 
her  fulfill  her  high  destiny  and  mission  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth.  I  do  not  want  to  make  a 
partisan  speech,  nor  to  place  the  Opposition  in  a 
worse  light  than  they  stand  before  the  country; 
but  I  propose  examining  their  conduct  and  course 
on  the  subject  of  the  war,  and  see  how  it  will  com- 
pare with  the  dictates  of  patriotism,  plain  honesty, 
and  consistency.  * 

By  theeightli  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,,  Congress  is  in- 
vested with  the  power  oC  declaring  war.  No  other 
branch  of  this  Government  save  Congress  can  put 
this  country  in  a  state  of  war  with  any  other  conn- 
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try  or  nation.  General  Taylor,  in  command  of 
your  troops,  cannot  do  it.  The  President  in  the 
White  House  cannot  do  it.  The  Supreme  Court 
cannot  do  it.  A  commander  in  the  navy  cannot 
do  it.  No,  sir;  nothing  short  of  a  declaration  by 
Congress,  recognizing  or  declaring  a  war,  will  be 
adequate  to  put  into  force  the  laws  of  war.  Gen- 
eral Taylor  might  give  an  offence.  The  President 
miojht  give  an  offence.  The  Supreme  Court  might 
give  an  offence.  A  commander  in  your  navy  might 
give  an  offence.  Indeed,  any  private  citizen  may 
give  an  offence  to  another  nation;  but  all  that  don't 
produce  a  state  of  war.  The  United  States  and 
her  citizens  may  have  a  thousand  injuries  inflicted 
upon  them,  any  one  of  which  might  be  sufficient 
to  authorize  a  declaration  of  war;  but  until  that 
declaration  is  made  by  Congress,  no  war  exists. 

Now,  1  would  inquire  when  this  war  with  Mex- 
ico did  commence.  Will  any  deny  that  it  com- 
menced on  our  part,  and  only  commenced  when 
the  act  of  the  13th  of  May,  1846,  took  effect?  It 
is  true  that  Mexico  had  taken  the  initiative  steps, 
liut  General  Taylor  had  only  acted  on  the  defen- 
sive up  to  that  period.  Then,  sir,  for  causes  good 
and  sufficient  in  the  eyes  of  Congress — the  constitu- 
tional war-declaring  power — this  war  was  brough 
about  by  the  acts  of  aggression  on  the  part  of  Mex- 
ico, and  the  law  of  Congress  recognizing  it,  and 
providing  for  its  prosecution.  So  soon  as  Congress 
declares  war,  and  gives  the  supplies  of  men  and 
money,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States 
to  prosecute  it.  Congress  "  lets  slip  the-  dogs  of 
war."  The  President  conducts  the  chase.  The 
Constitution  has  made  this  wise  division  of  power. 
Whilst  Congress  is  responsible  for  bringing  the 
country  into  a  state  of  war — whilst  we,  sir,  are 
responsible  to  the  people  of  our  respective  districts 
for  our  votes  on  a  declaration  of  war — the  Presi- 
dent is  responsible  to  the  whole  people,  by  whom 
he  is  elected,  for  the  manner  in  which  the  war  shall 
be  conducted,  and  in  which  it  shall  be  brought  to 
a  close.  It  is  true,  that  the  Senate,  representing 
the  States,  has  to  divide  the  responsibilify  of  finally 
ratifying  a  treaty  of  peace. 

How  will  the  leaders  of  the  Whig  party  justify 
themselves  before  this  nation  in  their  repeated  at- 
tempts to  make  the  world  believe,  to  make  Mexi- 
co believe,  and  even  the  less  informed  of  our  own 
countrymen  believe,  thatthis  is  the  President's  war, 
"an  unconstitutional andanunnecessarney  war" — 
yes,  "a  damnable  war" — prosecuted  by  the  Presi- 
dent for  ambitious,  wicked,  and  unholy  purposes? 
All  this,  and  much  more,  we  have  heard  from  the 
Whig  party  on  this  floor,  in  the  Senate,  and  from 
the  Whig  press  of  the  country,  since  the  13th  May, 
1 846,  and  while  the  war  was  raging  in  Mexico,  whilst 
the  President  had  his  hands  full  with  a  foreign  and 
deadly  enemy,  and  whilst  the  blood  of  our  brave 
countrymen  was  freelyflowing  in  vindication  of  the 
rights  and  glory  of  their  country.  No  sooner  was 
the  responsibility  of  this  war,  by  the  act  of  May, 
1846,  placed  on  the  shoulders  of  the  President, 
than  the  leaders  of  the  Whig  party,  and  almost 
the  entire  Whig  press  of  the  country,  commenced 
throwing  the  most  difficult  obstacles  in  the  way  of 
its  successful  prosecution  and  honorable  termina- 
tion. Supplies  were  delayed,  the  war  was  de- 
nounced as  unjust;  all  at  once  it  was  discovered 
that  the  climate  of  Mexico  was  poisoned  with  sick- 
ness and  death,  that  it  promised  nothing  but  a 
robber's  grave  to  the  soldier  that  went  there  to  fight 
the  battles  of  his  country  ;  the  horrors  of  war  were 
depicted  in  the  high  imagery  of  the  Whig  orators, 
poets,  and  scribblers  of  the  land;  the  frantic  wife 
and  mother,  the  weeping  sister  and  jover,  were  all 
held  up  to  the  full  gaze  of  the  citizen-soldier  that 
otherwise  might  be  willing  to  enter  the  service  of 
his  country;  not  a  se;ntiment  entertained  in  Mex- 
ico herself  against  the  justness  of  the  war  on  our 
part,  but  found -a  response  -on  the  other  side  of 
this  Hall.  When  the  guerrilla  chief  harangued 
his  murderous  band,  and  told  them  of  the  wrongs 
offered  to  Mexico — when  he  told  them  that  the 
war  was  one  of  invasion,  unconstitutionally  and 
unnecessarily  begun  by  a  poor,  weak,  lying,  come- 
by-chance  President  of  the  United  States — that  it 


New  Seuies No.  AQ. 

svas  damnable  in  its  conception,  and  wicked  in  its 
purposes, — he  proved  all  his  assertions  from  the 
votes,  records,  and  speeches  emanating  from  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  and  Whig  press  of 
the  country.  Now,  sir,  I  ask,  what  was  all  this 
apposition  for?  Was  it  to  help  our  own  country 
iir  Mexico  ?  Can  any  man  be  mistaken  in  its  pur- 
poses and  effects?  I  know  it  is  natural  for  great 
and  good  men  to  take  sides  in  favor  of  the  weak 
und  oppressed  against  the  oppressor;  but  I  think 
patriotism  should  have  induced  the  relentless  Op- 
position to  look  better  to  the  causes  and  history 
of  the  war  before  they  gave  this  kind  of  "aid  and 
comfort"  to  the  enemy. 

Sir,  I  do  notmuch  wonder  that  the  young  Whigs 
should  wish  to  bury  all  the  old  party  issues,  and 
enter  the  campaign  of  1848  in  a  "  blaze  of  glory" 
for  a  heto  of  the  war  and  a  no-party  candidate. 
I  Now  that  Mexico  has  been  chastised  for  her  wick- 
edness and  folly,  in  spite  of  all  the  sympathies  that 
could  be  raised  in  her  favor,  and  has  consented  to 
make  an  honorable  peace — when  the  blessings  of 
that  peace  are  about  visiting  both  countries,  and 
the  rich  harvest  of  the  war  is  about  to  be  gathered 
to  our  own, — [  am  not  surprised  to  see  the  more 
sagacious  of  the  Whig  party,  like  our  first  parents 
after  they  had  sinned,  discovering  their  nakedness, 
and  trying  to  cover  themselves  from  the  gaze  of  an 
indignant  people. 

Now,  I  have  a  few  remarks  to  make,  connected 
with  the  history  and  conduct  of  the  two  great 
political  parties  of  the  country,  and  I  am  done. 
The  Democratic  party  never  forsakes  the  cause  of 
their  country  because  the  Executive  branch  of  the 
Government  may  be  in  the  hands  of  their  oopo- 
nents.  In  1840  the  Whigs  came  into  power,  under 
circumstances  as  well  calculated  to  sour  and  im- 
bitter  the  Democrats  as  any  which  we  can  well 
conceive  of;  yet  that  Administration,  in  its  trials 
and  misfortunes,  found  much,  indeed  most,  of  its 
support,  aid,  and  comfort  from  the  Democratic 
party;  notforany  partiality  for  the  incumbents,  but 
because  we  loved  the  people  and  the  country  they 
represented.  How  has  it  been  with  the  Executive 
that  the  people  brought  into  power  in  the  election 
of  1844?  Has  it  got  any  aid  and  comfort  in  its 
trials  and  difficulties?  Has  it  been  encouraged  or 
sustained  in  good  faith  in  any  of  its  measures  of 
domestic  or  foreign  policy.  No,  sir;  no.  The 
city  of  Rome  v/as  saved  by  the  opposition  and  jeal- 
ousy of  a  Carthaginian  Senate,  and  Carthage,  in 
her  turn,  sacked  and  overrun  by  a  Roman  army. 
Mexico  has  not  been  so  fortunate  as  the  imperial 
city,  nor  the  calamities  so  great  to  our  own  coun- 
try as  to  Carthage;  but,  so  far  as  the  party  effort 
was  concerned,  the  cases  are  parallel.  1  do  not 
wish  to  be  understood  to  insinuate  that  the  Car- 
thaginian Senate  intended  to  bring  destruction  upon 
their  own  country,  but  it  was  the  result  of  an  effort 
to  break  down  a  rival  in  the  person  of  Hannibal. 
I' am  also  quite  sure  that  the  Opposition  here  had 
no  separate  and  independent  wish  to  injure  their  - 
own  country.  Their  object  was  to  break  down  a 
rival.  But,  sir,  they  were  willing  to  do  it  at  too 
great  a  cost.  Their  well-directed  blows  at  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  their  own  country  whetted  the  sword 
end  nerved  the  arm  of  Mexico;  and  I  doubt  not 
that  many  a  noble  soldier  and  patriot  are  now  sleep- 
ing in  death,  who  could  have  been  saved  to.  the 
nation,  but  for  this  misguided  effort. 

Again:  the  Whig  party  seems  quite  inclined  to 
come  into  power  without  giving  to  the  people  any 
pledges  or  opinions  by  which  they  will  be  guided 
in  the  administration  of  public  affairs.  In  1840, 
they  came  into  power  in  this  way,  and  the  disas- 
trous consequences  that  followed  are  too  fresh  in 
the  memory  of  all  to  need  recapitulation. 

In  1844  the  Democratic  party  held  out  in  bold 
relief  the  contrary  policy.  We,  in  the  Baltimore 
Convention,  by  our  resolutions  and  address  to  the 
people,  pledged  our  nominee  to  a  line  of  conduct 
and  measures  that  have  been  to  him  like  the  polar 
star  to  the  mariner,  and  enabled  him  to  keep  the 
noble  vessel  in  his  charge  set  to  the  breeze  of 
enlightened  public  will.  Sir,  this  Administration, 
came  into  power  pledged  to  bring  upon  the  country 
the  blessings  of  free  trade,  and  enlarged  and  libe- 
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val  commerce;  to  establish  the  independent  treas- 
ury on  a  firm  basis;  to  settle  the  Oregon  question; 
and  finally  to  annex  Texas;  all  of  which  it  has 
most  laithfully  done;  and,  by  way  of  good  meas- 
ure, it  is  about  throwing  in  New  Mexico  and 
Upper  California,  with  all  their  golden  treasures 
and  commercial  advantages;  and  all  this  in  spite  of 
one  of  tha  most  talented,  as  well  as  most  bitter  and 
relentless  oppositions  that  ever  existed  in  this  coun- 
try. Polk's  valuable  and  glorious  administration 
is  about  to  close;  glorious  1  may  call  it — history 
will  record  it  so.  It  has  fulfilled  the  high  purposes 
for  which  it  was  designed  by  a  wise  Providence, 
and  the  people  by  whom  it  was  called  into  exist- 
ence. It  has  cleared  away  the  doubts  and  embar- 
rassments left  hangin°;over  all  the  branches  of  the 
Government  by  its  immediate  predecessor.  Its 
financial  and  commercial  |iolicy  has  been  (e't  at 
home  and  abroad,  and  has  attracted  the  notice  and 
admiration  of  the  civilized  world.  Its  foreign  re- 
lations have  been  conducted  with  a  capacity  and 
success  never  surpas.scd,  if  ever  equalled  in  the 
history  of  the  country.  With  regard  to  our  naval 
and  military  operations,  what  language  shall  1  em- 
ploy to  do  them  justice?  Shall  i  compare  them  to 
the  campaigns  of  Napoleon  ?  Although  on  a  smaller 
scale,  in  ))oint  of  energy  and  glory  of  achievements, 
even  the  skill  and  exploits  of  the  Emperor  will  fur- 
nish no  parallel.  Sir,  in  future,  when  orators  find 
it  necessary  to  refer  to  the -highest  and  noblest 
efforts  of  which  man  is  capable,  they  will  not  have 
to  travel  to  the  far-famed  field  of  I'hermopylae,  but 
they  will  find  stronger  and  brighter  examples  in 
the  history  of  our  own  beloved  country. 

Sir,  those  who  think  with  me  on  these  subjects 
have  a  duty  to  perform  in  selecting  and  electing  a 
successor  able  and  worthy  to  fill  the  place  of  our 
present  Chief  Magistrate.  "Who  that  individual 
maybe  I  care  not,  so  that  he  is  capable,  willing,  and 
pledged  to  carry  out  the  great  doctrines  and  demo- 
cratic principles  found  in  ,lhe  Constitution  and 
bases  of  free  government,  as  adopted  and  inter- 
preted by  our  republican  fathers. 

I  regret,  sir,  to  see  the  manufacturing  interest  of 
the  country  attaching  itself  to  a  great  political 
party.  I  regret  to  see  the  river  and  harbor  inter- 
est attaching  itself  to  a  great  political  party,  and 
regret  to  see  tlie  plunderers  of  the  public  domain 
attaching  themselves  to  a  great  political  party. 
Who  can  mistake  the  objects  of  those  very  disinler- 
esied  politicians?  Can  any  doubt,  if  the  party  to 
W'hich  they,  or  any  one  of  them,  belong  succeeds, 
that  they  will  expect  to  be  rewarded  for  their  ser- 
vices by  taxing  and  plundering  the  other  great 
interests  or  sections  of  the  country  to  the  amount  of 
many  millions  for  their  own  especial  benefit?  I 
wish  I  could  say  that  my  own  party  was  entirely 
free  from  this  class  of  politicians;  but,  thank  God, 
I  can  say  that  it  is  more  so  than  any  other  party 
of  this  country  that  is  likely  to  come  into  power. 
I  am  very  anxious,  .^ir,  to  see  this  session  of  Con- 
gress brought  to  a  close  so  soon  as  our  relations 
with  Mexico  will  permit.  I  am  anxious  to  meet 
my  constituents  on  the  court  greens  of  my  district, 
when  I  can  talk  to  them  on  these  subjects  with  more 
freedom  and  case  than  through  the  embarrassing 
medium  of  a  written  speech.  There  I  will  not  be 
talking  at  the  public-expense,  but  upon  "  my  owA 
hook."  I  will  be  ready  to  help  to  discuss  those  great 
questions  of  national  policy  with  our  political  op- 
ponents, whether  Ihey  are  figliting  in  the  open  field 
under  the  lead  of  the  bold  and  fearless  champion 
of  Kentucky,  or  concealed  and  forted  up  under  the 
auspices  of  a  military  chieftiiin. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  Democratic  party  voted  for  the 
wai- — helped  lo  i>lace  on  the  head  of  the  President 
the  burden  and  responsibility  of  its  prosecution; 
they  have  in  good  faith,  in  ivord  and  deed,  stood 
by,  and  cheered  on  the  commander-in-chief  of  the 
armies  and  navy  of  the  country  in  the  conflict. 
With  a  few  exceptions,  the  Whig  party  in  Con- 
gress voted  for  the  war;  but  how  far  they  have 
encouraged  the  constiintionnl  conductor  of  that 
war — what  aid  and  comfort  they  have  given  him, 
I  will  leave  to  the  peopla  and  the  history  of  the 
times  to  decide. 

A.s  a  specimen  of  the  pnlriotism  and  consistency 
of  our  friends  overtlie  way,  I  would  call  your  ;it- 
tcntiori  lo  what  took  place  during  the  lant  Con- 
gress, and  to  a  vote  taken  a  few  days  since  in  this 
House.  When  the  President  determined  to  Mtrike 
H  blow  at  the  heart  of  Mexico,  he  asked  the  lust 
Congresa  for  an  increase  of  the  regular  army. 
T'he  Opposition  were  greatly  alarmed  at  the  idea 


of  a  large  standing  army,  and  made  that  the  pre- 
text for  their  opposition  to  the  passage  of  the  ten- 
regiment  bill,  and  other  provisions  for  the  increase 
of  the  army.  To  quiet  the  fears  of  the  Opposition 
and  country  on  that  subject,  we  inserted  in  the 
laws  having  for  their  object  the  increase  of  the 
army,  a  provision,  that  at  the  close  of  the  war,  all 
such  increase,  both  of  officers  and  luen,  should  be 
disbanded,  and  the  army  reduced  to  the  peace  es- 
tablishment, as  it  stood  at  the  commencement  of 
the  Mexican  war.  But  now  that/jieace  is  hoped 
for,  we  find  a  provision  introduced  for  the  modi- 
fication and  repeal  of  this  wise  precaution  in  our 
army  bills.  And  who,  sir,  are  the  advocates  of 
this  repeal?  Principally  the  Opposition  who  were 
so  alarmed  at  a  large  army  in  time  of  war,  butwho 
can  see  no  danger  or  inconvenience  from  it  in  time 
of  peace. 

1  wish,  Mr.  Chairnnan,  1  could,  in  the  short  time 
allotted  to  me  by  the  hour  rule,  lay  before  the 
country  a  list  of  the  inconsistencies  of  the  Oppo- 
sition during  this  Administration.  Look,  if  you 
please,  at  the  Oregon  question.  The  President  at 
one  time  took  ground  in  favor  of  the  parallel  of 
54°  40'  as  our  northern  boundary;  but  finding, 
subsequently,  that  England  had  receded  from  her 
claim  and  pretensions  to  all  the  territory  up  to  the 
Columbia  river,  and  was  willing  to  accept  the 
rejected  ofler  of  the  parallel  of  49°;  also  that  a 
majority  of  his  constitutional  advisers,  as  well  as  a 
majority  of  the  representatives  of  the  people,  were 
in  favor  of  a  compromise  on  the  latter  boundary, 
he  yielded  his  own  views  on  a  mere  mailer  ofbound- 
(try,  and  concluded  a  treaty  in  conformity  with  the 
clearly  expressed  will  of  the  nation.  Who  now, 
sir,  are  the  first  to  taunt  the  President  for  yielding 
the  parallel  of  54°  40'?  Is  it  not  the  very  men 
whose  advice  he  followed  ?  I  was  a  54°  40'  man — 
I  stood  there  to  the  last — but  I  never  blamed  the 
President  for  settling  the  question  by  accepting  the 
parallel  of  49°. 

Again  :  The  Opposition,  with  a  very  few  excep- 
tions, voted  for  the  war  with  Mexico,  and  many 
honorable  members  of  that  party  voted  to  ingraft 
the  preamble  on  the  war  bill  of  May,  1846.  Yet 
we  find  them  a  few  months  since — -just  at  the  mo- 
ment that  Mexico  was  giving  her  first  indications 
of  returning  reason,  when  she  began  seriously  to 
talk  and  think  of  peace — in  mass,  voting,  solemnly 
voting,  that  the  war  was  "  unconstitutionally  and 
unnecessarHy  begun  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States."  You  said,  sir,  you  did  this  to  fix  a  plaster 
on  the  back  of  the  President.  Flave  you  not  fixed 
a  plaster  on  your  own  backs,  that  will  stick  to  you 
as  tight  as  the  poisoned  shirt  of  Nessus? 

Sir,  v/hat  are  you  doing  now,  in  this  House, 
where  you  have  the  majority,  and  can  control  our 
action  ?  You  are,  day  after  day,  refusing  to  take 
up  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  now  on  youi'  table, 
providing  for  the  further  prosecution  of  the  war  if 
negotiations  should  be  broken  ofi^.  Sir,  does  not 
your  conduct  and  policy,  as  a  party,  invite  Mexico 
to  reject  the  treaty,  procrastinate  negotiations,  and 
profit  by  the  chapter  of  accidents?  Are  you  not 
mducing  lier  to  believe  that  within  a  few  months 
you  will  come  into  power,  and  give  Mexico  relief 
from  all  the  conse(juences  of  a  war  which  you 
yourselves  have  declared  to  be  aggressive,  uncon- 
stitutional, and  unnecessary  on  our  part? 

If,  sir,  negotiations  are  interrupted,  and  a  pro- 
crastinated war  follows,  on  your  heads  will  rest 
the  responsibility.  The  Executive,  with  the  aid 
of  one  of  the  most  gallant  armies  that  ever  stood 
upon  God's  earth,  has  fairly  conquered  a  peace; 
and  if  you  defeat  il„  by  your  apparent  sympathies 
with  Mexico,  Obadiah's  curse  is  in  reserve  for  you 
by  an  indignant  and  injured  country. 

Mr.  VINTON  obtained  the  floor,  and  said  he 
had  a  few  remarks  to  make  on  the  subject  before 
the  committee;  but  the  usual  hour  of  adjournment 
having  arrived,  ho  would  prefer  making  them  in 
the  morning,  and  he  therefore  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee ri.sc;   which  being  agreed  to — 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wkdnesdav,  May  3,  1848. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  letter  from  William  lirent,  stating  that  he  had 
received,  addi^saed  to  his  care,  from  Robert  Walsh, 
consul  of  the  Utnted  States  at  Paris,  a  portrait  of 
Major  General  Baron  de  Kalb,  for  the  purpose  of 


being  presented  to  Congress,  as  an  ofliering  from 
the  surviving  members  of  the  fauiily  of  the  late 
Baron  de  Kalb,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  before  the  reading  of  the 
Journal,  rose  and  stated,  .that  it  was  the  under- 
slandiiig  of  a  majority  of  liie  Senate  that  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  relating  to  Yucatan  was,  on 
Saturday,  referred  to  the  Coftimittec  on  Foreign 
Relations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed.  As  it  did 
not  so  appear  or)  the  Journal,  he  would  now  make 
that  motion.     The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS- 

Mr.  MOOR  presented  a  petition  from  the  heira 
of  Robert  Libby,  asking  arrears  of  pension;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Also,  a  petition  from  citizens  of  Aroostook  coun- 
ty, Maine,  remonstrating  against  the  admission  of 
timber  free  of  duty;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  CASS  presented  a  petition  from  Joseph 
Masterson,  a  wounded  soldier,  asking  for  a  pen- 
sion.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BORLAND  presented  a  petition  from  John 
S.  Luce,  asking  to  be  allowed  remuneration  for 
certain  losses  incurred;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Comiuittee  on  the  JudiciarJ^ 

Petitions  from  citizei7s  of  the  United  States  for 
the  purchase  of  Mount  Vernon  were  presented  by 
Messrs.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland,  CRITTEN- 
DEN,and  STURGEOJ>f ;  and  referred  to  theConv- 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Petitions  in  favor  of  the  concentration  and  civil- 
ization of  the  Indians  were  presented  by  Messrs. 
JOHNSON^  of  Maryland,  STURGEON,  BAG- 
BY,  and  others;  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  reported  the  following  House 
bills,  without  amendment: 

For  the  relief  of  Harvey  Jones; 

For  the  relief  of  Richard  Reynolds  ; 

For  the  relief  of  Seth  Morton; 

For  the  relief  of  H.  Carrington,  executor  of 
Paulina  Le  Grand,  deceased;  and 

For  the  relief  of  Joseph  Johnson,  accompanied 
by  a  report. 

Mr.  PHELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial  of  John 
W.  Leucks.  

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  House  bill  authorizing  a  term 
of  the  United  States  circuit  and  district  courts  at 
Chicago,  Illinois. 

Mr.  W.  stated  that  (he  bill  had  been  accidentally 
laid  over  by  the  committee,  and,  as  it  was  import- 
ant that  it  should  be  acted  on  at  once,  he  asked  the 
indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  take  it  up  and  pass  it. 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  waa 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
jl  Mr.  BUTLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  had  been  referred  the  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  asking  for  a  law 
for  the  recovery  of  runaway  slaves,  submitted  an 
elaborate  report;  which  was  read  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  with  ten  thousand  additional  copies;  ac- 
companied also  by  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  more 
effectual  execution  of  the  third  clause  of  the  second 
section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Reeder, 
Walter  R.  Johnson,  and  the  legal  representatives 
of  Thonuis  P.  Jones,  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  froiu  the  Committee  of 
Claiius,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society,  accompanied  by  a  report. 
The  bill  was  read  a  first  tirue. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  it  was 

Ordered,  TliiUMr.  Butler,  of  Sniuli  Carolina,  be  appointed 
chairman  of  the  .Iiidiciary  Coiinriittce,  in  the  place  of  Mr. 
Ashley,  dcci^aspd;  and  that  the  Vice  I'rpsidetU  appoint  a 
member  lo  fill  the  vacancy  in  said  committee  occasioned 
thereby. 

Mr.  MOOR  was  appointed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,  it  was  further 

Ordered,  That  llio  vacanciflD  in  the  Committees  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  and  Printing  he  filled  by  the  Chair. 

The  Chair  appointed  Mr.  Borland  on  these  com- 
mittees. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  gave  notice  of  his  intention, 
to-morrow  or  some  future  day,  lo  ask  kave  to  in- 
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trodnce  the  following  bills:  An  act  respecting  the 
public  archives  in  the  State  of  Florida;  and  an  act 
to  grant  the  Everglades  and  certain  lands  contigu- 
ous thereto,  in  the  State  of  Florida,  to  said  State, 
upon  certain  conditions. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  it  was 
Resolved,  Tliat  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate  be 
directed,  when  so  requested  hy  the  widow  of  the  deceased, 
to  convey  the  remains  of  the  Hon.  Chester  Asliley,  late  Sen- 
atot  of  the  United  States  from  llie  State  of  Arkansas,  from 
the  metropiilis  of  the  United  States  to  tiie  residejice  of  the 
family  of  the  deceased  in  that  State;  that  the  expenses  at- 
tending the  same  be  paid  out, of  the  continirent  fund  of  the 
Senate  ;  and  tliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  pay  tlie  widow 
of  the  deci;ased,  from  the  contingent  fimd,  whatever  sum 
may  be  due  for  per  diem,  compensation,  and  mileage. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALE,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  C'onniiittee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  what  legislation,  if  any,  he  necessary  to 
secure  to  the  colored  citizens  of  the  non-siaveliolding  States 
the  privilegesand  inimunitiesguarahtied  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  to  citizens  of  each  ol'the  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BORLAND,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Vice  President  be  requested  to  com- 
municate to  the  Executive  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  inform- 
ation of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Chester  Ashley,  late  a  Senator 
from  said  State. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  moved  that  the  prior  or- 
ders be  postponed,  with  a  view  to  take  up  House 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs,  Harriet  Barney,  widow 
of  the  late  Commodore  Barney. 

The  motion  having  been  agi-eed  to,  the  bill  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  tiie  Whole. 

Mr.  NILES  said  he  had  always  supposed  that 
there  was  a  general  bill  which  embraced  all  cases 
of  this  character. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  explained  that  the  pen- 
sion-in this  case  had  expired  under  the  limitation 
in  the  general  bill, 

Mr.  YULEE  said  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Naval  Committee  shortly  to  report  a  general  bill, 
which  would  cover  this  case. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  that  the  bill  was  now 
before  the  Senate.  The  report  showed  that  the 
case  was  a  proper  one  for  legislative  action,  and  he 
hoped  it  would  be  now  disposed  of. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time.  By 
unaniiTious  consent,  the  bill  was  then  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  raoved  to  postpone  the  previous 
orders,  and  to  take  up  the  bill  granting  to  the  State 
of  Illinois  the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of  pub- 
lic land,  for  makingarailroad  connectingthe Upper 
and  Lower  Mississippi  with  the  chain  of  northern 
lakes  at  Chicago. 

Mr.  HALE  expressed  a  hope  that  his  motion 
for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  suppression  of 
riots  in  the  District  of  Columbia  would  first  be  dis- 
posed of.  He  was  desirous  for  an  expression  of 
the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  this  question,  which  was 
etill  pending,  and  had  precedence  over  all  other 
business. 

The  CHAIR  said  it  would  be  taken  up  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course  whenever  a  motion  to  that  effect  should 
be  made. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  suggested  that  it  belonged  to 
the  business  of  the  morning  hour,  which  had  now 
passed.  It  must  therefore  give  way  to  the  special 
orders. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  DotroLAs  was  then  agreed  to, 
and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  above- 
named  bill,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOUGLAS,  some  verbal 
amendments  to  the  bill  were  agreed  to,  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr.  CLARKE  suggested,  that  as  the  Senator 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Hannegan,]  who  had  indi- 
cated a  wish  to  make  an  amendment,  was  absent 
from  his  seat,  it  would  be  better  to  pass  over  the 
bill  informally. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  hoped  it  would  not  be  passed 
over.  The  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  contemplated  merely  a  change  in  the 
designated  route,  so  a.s  to  embrace  Lafayette.  He 
was  willing  to  adopt  that  course,  and  would  make 
an  amendiTient  to  that  effect. 

The  bill  was  amended  accordingly, and  was  then 
•reported  to  the  Senate  as  amended.  The  amend- 
ments having  been  concurred  in,  and  the  question 
being  on  the  enu;rossmcnt  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  CLARKE  again  expressed  a  hope  that  the  bill 
should  be  passed  over  informally  until  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  could  be  present,  as  he  appeared  to 
feel  a  strong;  interest  in  his  amendment. 


Mr.  DOUGLAS  said,  if  the  bill  was  permitted 
to  be  now  disposed  of,  and  the  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana should  not  be  satisfied,  he  would  pledge  him- 
self to  move  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  CLARKE  then  withdrew  his  opposition. 

Mr.  NILES  desired  some  information.  He 
wished  to  know  what  was  the  quantity  of  land 
given  away  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  said,  he  was  not  prepared  to 
say.  The  bill  granted  tlie  alternate  sections  along 
the  route  to  the  width  of  six  miles. 

Mr.  NILES.     What  is  the  extent  of  the  road? 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.    About  four  hundred  miles. 

Mr.  NILES.  Four  hundred  miles  !  Here  was 
roorn  for  a  pretty  speculation.  Did  the  bill  pro- 
pose to  vest  the  land  in  the  State,  in  case  the  road 
should  not  be  made? 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  replied  that  it  did,  on  certain 
conditions. 

Mr.  NILES.  Is  there  any  provision  for  the 
transportation  of  the  United  States  mail? 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  replied  in  the  negative.  He 
thought  it  proper  that  there  should  be  some  pro- 
vision of  that  kind;  and  if  the  distinguished  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  would  prepare  an  amendment,  to  the  effect 
that  the  United  States  mail  should  be  carried  over 
the  route  at  a  moderate  rate  of  compensation,  he 
would  be  happy  to  ado[)t  it.  The  right  of  the 
United  States  to  transport  troops  and  munitions 
of  war  was  expressly  reserved. 

Mr.  NILES  thought,  that  if  the  land  was  given 
to  make  the  road,  the  mail  ought  to  be  transported 
free  of  charge.  It  was  not,  to  be  sure,  quite  so 
extensive  a  grant  of  land  as  that  asked  for  by  the 
projector  of  the  railroad  to  the  Pacific,  which  em- 
braced a  breadth  of  twenty  miles  on  each  side  of 
the  road.  He  could  not  vote  for  the  bill.  Neither 
could  he  propose  any  amendment  to  it,  because  he 
thought  the  whole  thing  was  wrong,  both  in  a  con- 
stitutional view  and  as  a  question  of  policy.  He 
denied  the  power  of  the  General  Government  to 
make  a  railroad  across  any  State.  He  wished  he 
could  satisfy  himself  that  such  a  power  existed; 
but  he  could  not  bring  his  mind  to  such  a  conclu- 
sion. And  this  mode  of  giving  away  the  public 
lands  to  enable  a  State  to  do  that  which  the  General 
Government  could  not  do  directly,  wa.s  merely  a 
way  of  getting  round  the  difficulty.  The  whole 
thing  was  wrong,  and  could  not  be  sustained  with- 
out adopting  the  construction  of  the  Constitution 
which  conferred  unlimited  powers  on  the  General 
Government.  He  denounced  the  new  principle 
which  had  been  introduced  in  our  legislation,  which 
sanctioned  the  taking  that  which  was  the  property 
of  all  the  States  of  the  Union  for  the  purpose  of 
making  a  road  for  the  benefit  of  a  particular  State. 
There  was  no  power  in  Congress  to  do  this;  and 
if  there  was,  it  would  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  the 
other  States.  He  must  ask  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  engrossment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  said  he  had  prepared  an  amend- 
ment, making  provision  for  the  transportation 'of 
the  United  States  mail  at  a  reasonable  rate  of  com- 
pensation, which  he  would  now  submit. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  expressed  his  satisfaction 
at  this  amendment,  which  removed  his  only  ob- 
jection to  the  bill.  This  mode  of  disposing  of  the 
public  lands  had  his  entire  concurrence.  The 
amendment  would  protect  the  United  States  against 
the  exorbitant  exactions  of  railroad  companies. 
It  was  of  the  greatest  importance  that  a  connection 
should  be  established  between  these  two  great 
rivers  and  the  northern  lakes.  And  there  could 
be  no  wiser  purpose  to  which  the  General  Gov- 
ernment could  apply  the  public  domain  than  in  the 
construction  and  improvement  of  the  great  roads 
to  the  West. 

Mr.  BAGBY  stated  his  constitutional  objections 
to  legislation  of  this  character,  and  went  at  some 
length  into  his  views  on  this  point. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  by  Mr.  CRIT- 
TENDEN, Mr.  NILES,  Mr.  BENTON,  Mr. 
BUTLER,  Mr.  CASS,  Mr.  CALHOUN,  and  Mr. 
FOOTE;  when 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  by  the 
following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Badser,  Bell,  Benton, 
Borland,  Breese,  Bright,  Cass,  Clai'lu',  Clayton,  Crittenden, 
Davis  of  Mississippi,  Douglas,  Felcli,  Poote,  Greene,  Han- 
negan, Hou-ton,.liihnson  of  Louisiana,  Mangujn,  Spruance, 
Uinlerwood.  and  Westcott— 24. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Bagby,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Ilale, 
Johnson  of  Georgia,  Levvis,  Niles,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  and 
Yulee— U. 


The  bill  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

[The  debate,  at  length,  will  be  found  in  the  Ap- 
pendix.] 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  but  withdrawn; 
and 

Mr.  FOOTE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  West  Feliciana  Railroad  Company; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  May  4,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  MURPHY,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Li- 
brary, reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  exchanges  of 
certain  documents  and  other  publications  of  Con- 
gress.    Read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  it  was 
Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  respecting  the  claim  of  Daniel  Parker,  and  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  ROOKV/ELL,  of  Connecticut,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  P.  B.  Gratiot,  and  the  legal  representatives 
of  Henry  Gratiot.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  DUNN,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
adverse  reports  upon  the  petitions  of  David  Little 
and  of  Alexander  H.  Mechlin.  Laid  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  GRINNELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Com-' 
rnerce,  reported  a  bill  to  admit  certain  articles  of 
the  growth  or  production  of  Canada  into  the  Uni- 
ted States  free  of  duty,  upon  the  condition  that  the 
like  articles  of  the  growth  or  production  of  the 
United  States  are  admitted  into  Canada  free  of  duty. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  the  following; 

Resolved,  That  there  be  prepared,  by  the  procurement  of 
the  Clerk,  for  the  use  of  this  House  and  the  Committee 
thereof  on  Public  Lands,  a  map  of  the  public  land^s  in  each 
State,  showing  the  state  of  the  survey,  and  also  what  has 
been  sold;  and  that  the  same  be  prepared  under  the  super- 
vision of  the  Commissioner  of  theGeneral  Land  Otfice,  and 
that  the  said  maps  be  revised  and  extended  after  each  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

After  a  short  debate  by  Messrs.  COLLAMER 
and  HOUSTON,  .of  Alabama,  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate 
the  postage  on  newspapers,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  G.  moved  that  the  post-route  bill  be  made 
the  special  order  for  Friday  next. 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  GOGGIN  and 
KAUFMAN— 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  objected  to 
the  motion,  and  it  was  not  received. 

Mr.  EMBREE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Elkhart  county,  Indiana,  for  the  passage  of  a 
law  compelling  the  Post  Office  Department  to  as- 
surne  the  responsibility  of  tWe  safe  transmission 
through  the  mails  of  all  prepaid  matter,  and  that  it 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  the 
same  committee  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  13th  of  March  last,  relative  to  providing  for  a 
permanent  ari'angement  with  the  railroads  in  the 
several  States  of  the  Union  to  transport  the  United 
States  mail,  and  means  and  munitions  of  war  upon 
long  contracts,  say  twenty  years. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  moved  that  the  resolution 
from  which  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  had  just  been  discharged,  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  TOMPKINS 
and  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  the  motion  was  agreed 
to.  .       , 

Mr.  BARROW,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  J.  W.  Nye,  assignee  of  P.  Bargy  and  H.  Stewart. 
Read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BURT,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petitions  of  Robert  Gamble 
and  of  James  W.  Schaumburg,  administrators  ot 
Bartholomew  Schaumburg.     Laiil  upon  the  table. 
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Mr.  BURT,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
AiTnirs,  refioried  a  bill  to  eslablieii  two  nutional 
foundries  and  an  armory.    Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  ST.VNTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  a.sked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  C.  Evan.=!,  of  Pitts- 
burj;,  Pennsylvania.     Laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  TUCK,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  S.  B.  Elliot,  of  the  United 
States  navy.     Read  and  committed. 

INIr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  a  joint  resolution  proposing  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  line  of  svar  steamers  from  the  port 
of  Monterey  or  San  Francisco,  in  Calif<irnia,  to 
Shanghae  and  Canton,  in  China.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  K.  nioved  that  10,000  copies  extra  of  the 
report  and  chart  accompanying  the  said  resolution 
be  printed;  which  motion  to  print  10,000  copies 
extra  of  the  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  and  the  motion  to  print  ]0, 000  copies 
extra  of  said  chart  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Engraving. 

Mr.^HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  said  he  had  on 
yesterday  several  times  endeavored  to  obtain  the 
floor  to  make  the  motion  of  which  he  had  pre- 
viously given  notice,  that  when  the  House  ad- 
journed yesterday  that  it  would  adjourn  to  meet 
on  Monday  next;  but  he  had  failed  in  his  efforts. 
He  had  been  requested  by  members  to  make  the 
motion  this  imorning,  but  he  was  informed  by  offi- 
cers of  the  House  that  three  days  were  insufficient 
tn  do  the  necessary  cleaning  in  the  Hall,  and  he 
therefore  declined  to  make  the  motion  to-day  to 
adjourn  over  to  Monday. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Accounts,  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  March  23d,  1848,  in  relation  to  the 
funeral  expenses  of  John  M.  Holley,  late  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  from  the  State  of  New  York. 
Laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  CONGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, reported  the  following  resolution: 

Heioli^il,  That  one  tlioiisand  copies  e.xlra  of  report  No. 
49ri,  lieing  tlie  report  of  tin;  Committee  of  Claims  in  relation 
to  tile  establislniient  of  a  board  of  commissioners  for  ttie 
examination  of  claims  against  the  United  States,  made  to 
this  House  on  the  25lh  day  of  April,  1848,  be  printed. 

Mr.  COCKE  rose,  as  soon  as  the  resolution  had 
been  read,  and  inquired  if  the  extra  copies  were 
not  ulready  printed,  and  he  wished  to  know  by 
whose  authority? 

Mr.  MILLRR  and  others  also  rose  to  elicit  the 
information  i-.allcd  for  by  Mr.  Cocice. 

Mr.  CONGER  explained  the  circumstances 
under  whi'-h  this  resolution  was  offered.  When 
this  document  was  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the 
House,  no  extra  copies  were  ordered;  and,  deem- 
ing it  a  document  which  should  lie  sent  forth  to  the 
people,  he  went  to  the  office,  of  the  public  printer 
and  ordered  one  thousand  copies  to  be  printed  on 
his  own  responsibility,  so  as  to  )irevent  the  type 
being  kept  or  reset.  The  Conuiiittee  on  Printing 
liave  recommended  the  Printing  of  an  extra  num- 
ber of  this  report.  It  was  a  subject  on  which  much 
labor  had  been  devoted,  and  many  valuable  statis- 
tics collected,  wliicW  are  imbodied  in  this  report. 
The  report  had  relation  to  the  organization  of  a 
board  of  examiners  of  claims  against  the  Govern- 
ment, for  which  purpose  a  bill  had  been  reported. 

Mr.  MILLEK  inquired  if  he  under-stood  that 
these  largo  extra  numbers  had  been  ordered  by  an 
individual  member  of  this  House  without  its  au- 
thority .' 

Mr.  CONGER  reiterated  liis  explanntion,  and 
asserted  Ins  riirlit  as  an  individual  to  order  any 
number  of  ilonunenls  he  pleased. 

Mr.  CO(;Kn:  did  not  deny  the  right  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  to  order  any  number  of 
(locument.s  for  his  own  use,  and  on  his  own  re- 
.sponsibility,  but  he  did  deny  the  right  of  any 
inemijer  of  this  Flouse  to  order  the'prinling  of 
extra  copies  of  any  document  for  this  House  with- 
out its  aniliority. 

Mi\  CONGKR  protested  against  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  saying  that  he  had  ordered  any 
printing  for  this  House.  He  had  ordered  the 
printing  on  his  own  responsibility,  and  did  not  ask 
this  House  to  sanction  his  act  unless  it  wa.s  deemed 
right. 

Mr.  COCKE  .said  thi.s  resolution  proposed  to 
authorize  the  printing  of  the  number  of  documents 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  ordered, 


and  if  it  should  be  adopted,  then  this  House  would 
have  to  pay  for  the  extra  numbers  which  had  been 
ordered.  It  was  a  document  which  was  useful 
only  to  the  members  of  this  House,  and  therefore 
an  extra  number  were  not  required,  and  hence  he 
was  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  Pie 
hoped  it  would  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  had  no  per- 
sonal interest  in  the  adoption  of  this  resolution; 
but  as  to  the  subject-matter  of  it,  he  differed  from 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Cocke.]  He 
deemed  it  a  subject  of  very  great  importance  both  to 
the  House  and  to  the  country.  It  had  been  said 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  that  it  was  a 
matter  intere.'-'ting  only  to  the  House,  and  not  to  the 
country  at  large;  but  he  begged  to  inquire  if  there 
were  any  inatters  of  greater  interest  than  theclaims 
against  the  Government  and  the  great  difficulties 
which  arose  in  relation  to  them.''  Why,  the  sta- 
tistics which  had  been  collected  showed  that  of  3,500 
claims  which  had  been  brought  to  this  House  du- 
ring one  session  from  all  parts  of  the  Union,  less 
than  one  hundred  had  been  passed  by  Congress — not 
because  they  had  been  rejected,  but  because  they 
had  not  been  brought  forward  to  be  passed  upon. 
He  went  on  to  show  that  in  §ome  cases  not  one- 
half  of  such  cases  had  been  reported  upon,  and  he 
hoped  this  report  would  be  sent  to  the  country,  for 
the  facts  which  it  contained  would  have  a  benefi- 
cial influence  on  the  people,  and  he  hoped  would 
react  on  the  members  of  this  House.  He  under- 
took to  say,  that  if  gentlemen  would  read  thefacts 
which  this  report  contained,  they  would  be  satis- 
fied that  no  greater  abuse  existed  than  the  mode  of 
adjudicating  private  claims.  A  portion  of  it  had 
been  made  up  by  Mr.  Whittlesey,  who  was  for- 
merly chairman  of  the  Coinmiltee  on  Claims;  an- 
other portion  consisted  of  facts  collected  by  one  of 
the  clerks  of  this  House  with  great  labor;  another 
portion  contained  some  information  as  to  the  legis- 
lation of  other  countries  on  such  subjects.  These 
facts  comprised  a  very  valuable  document. 

With  regard  to  the  question  which  had  been 
started  as  to  the  individual  agency  of  the  gentleman 
[Mr.  Conger]  in  ordering  the  printing  of  extra 
numbers  of  this  document,  he  had  but  little  to  say. 
Ft  had  certainly  been  done  without  his  (Mr.  R.'s) 
knowledge  and  sancticm.  It  had  been  done  on  the 
gentleman's  own  responsibility;  and  the  amount 
involved  was  so  small — but  some  ^23 — that  he  sup- 
posed the  gentleman  would  be  able  to  meet  it  if  the 
House  did  not. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  desired  to 
know  if  the  gentleman  from  New  York  had  ordered 
the  extra  printing  as  a  member  of  the  committee 
or  in  his  individual  capacity.' 

Mr.  CONGER  again  explained.  He  said  the 
Committee  on  Printing  had  recommended  the  print- 
ing of  the  extra  number,  and  authorized  him  to 
make  a  motion  for  that  purpose;  but,  failing  in  ob- 
taining the  floor,  he  gave  direction  to  the  printer  to 
print  the  extra  copies  before  the  type  was  distrib- 
uted, to  save  the  expense  of  resetting  the  type  in 
case  the  House  should  order  the  printing  to  be 
done.  The  order  was  given  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  had  supposed  that  it  had 
been  done  by  the  committee.  The  report  was 
made,  as  he  understood  it,  purely  for  the  action  of 
the  House,  and  the  ordinary  number  was  ordered. 
It  was  not  a  subject  of  general  interest.  To  that 
report  he  wished  briefly  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House.  He  had  only  looked  through  it  cursorily, 
but  he  found  it  recommended  that  a  board  should 
be  appointed  for  the  adjudication  of  private  claims; 
or,  in  other  words,  that  another  court  sliould  be 
established.  This  was  a  subject  which  had  been 
long  under  discussion  at  both  ends  of  the  Capitol, 
and  on  which  various  reports  had  been  made.  He 
believed  they  could  appoint  no  board  which  could 
adjudicate  claims,  and  lake  money  for  them  out 
of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  without  the 
action  of  Congress. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  interposed, 
and  assured  the  gentleman  from  Mis.sissippi  that 
he  was  greatly  mistaken.  It  was  not  proposed  to 
appoint  a  board  to  ndjiulicale  private  claims,  and 
to  take  money  out  of  the  treasury.  It  did  provide, 
however,  for  the  examination  of  those  claims,  and 
for  reports  thereon  to  Congress,  without  requiring 
Congres.s  to  appropriate  money  for  those  claims 
even  then. 

Mr.  COCKE  inquired  if  -the  morning  hour  had 
not  expired.' 


The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  that  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi 
was  in  possession  of  the  floor. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  would  only  add,  tl>at  the 
course  recommended  on  the  subject  of  private 
claims  would  be  the  establishment  of  a  singular 
precedent. 

Mr.  DUER  said  he  observed  that  the  conduct 
of  his  colleague  [Mr.  Conger]  had  been  comment- 
ed upon.  Now,  he  asked  permission  to  say  that 
the  object  of  his  colleague,  in  ordering  the  printing 
on  his  own  responsibility,  was  to  save  the  Gov- 
ernment the  expense  of  resetting  the  type. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  had  ordered  these  extra  copies  either 
on  his  own  account  or  on  behalf  of  the  House.  If 
he  had  ordered  them  for  himself,  they  were  for  his 
own  distribution;  but  if  for  the  House,  he  (Mr. 
T.)  was  not  willing  to  sanction  the  right  of  any 
individual  to  spend  money  for  this  House  without 
authority. 

Mr.  CONGER  would  say  again  that  he  did  not 
wish  the  House  to  adopt  this  resolution, unless  the 
House  thought  that  number  of  extra  copies  should 
be  ordered.  For  what  he  had  done  he  asked  no 
favor  from  the  House,  or  from  any  individual;  and 
he  desired  that  gentlemen,  in  the  tliscussion  of  this 
subject,  should  be  confined  to  the  real  question  on 
its  merits.  The  single  question  before  the  House 
was  this:  Shall  there  be  an  extra  number  of  this 
document  printed.'  and  not  whether  he  was  liable 
for  the  payment  of  those  ordered.  He  desired 
gentlemen  to  leave  the  discussion  of  that  point. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  reiterated  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  either  ordered  them  on  his  own 
account  or  for  the  House,  by  its  authority,  andon 
its  credit.  If  he  had  ordered  them  for  himself,  of 
course  he   would    pay   for   them;  but   if  for   the 
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Mr."  CONGER  again  interrupted  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi,  to  say  that  he  had  rfot  put  forth 
the  fact  that  he  had  ordered  these  documents  to  be 
printed  as  a  reason  why  this  resolution  should  be 
adopted.  The  gentleman  seemed  to  have  some 
object  to  accomplish  in  thus  commenting  on  this 
point. 

Mr.  COCKE  said  it  was  not  his  purpose  to 
reflect  upon  or  to  condemn  the  gentleman  from 
New  York;  he  did  not  say  that  the  gentleman's 
motives  were  not  of  the  purest  kind.  Mr.  C.'s 
sole  object  had  been  to  put  down  the  practice  of 
mentbers  going  in  their  private  capacity  to  the 
puhl  ic  printer  and  ordering  any  number  of  copies  af 
public  documents  printed  on  account  of  the  House. 
Mr.  CONGER  said,  that  had  not  the  gentleman 
called  out  this  fact,  of  Mr.  C.'s  ordering  an  extra 
number  of  this  document  printed ,  the  House  would 
very  quietly  have  acted  on  the  question;  and  if,  in 
their  judgment,  this  report  was  of  sufficient  import- 
ance and  value  to  deserve  printing,  would  have  so 
ordered. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  had  one  word  to  say  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Cocke.]  So  far 
from  agreeing  in  the  principle  which  the  gentle- 
man had  asserted,  he  utterly  dissented  from  it.  It 
was  the  right,  antl  might  often  be  the  duty  of  a 
member  to  apply  to  the  printer,  and  have  a  num- 
ber of  extra  copies  of  a  public  document  printed 
for  the  benefit  of  his  own  constituents. 

Mr.  COCKE  did  not  mean  to  deny  this  right; 
but  he  denied  the  obligation  or  the  right  of  the 
House  to  pay  for  printing  out  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  if  it  was  ordered,  not  by  the  vote 
of  the  House,  but  by  a  private  individual  member; 
and  he  had  called  up  this  suiiject  with  a  view  to 
prevent  what  he  consitlered  a  dangerous  precedent. 
Mr.  STEPHENS  said  that  he  now  understood 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  differently  from 
what  he  had  before. 

Mr.  TFIOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  said  he  did 
not<hink  this  report  of  sufl[icient  importance  to 
deserve  printing  at  all. 

Mr.  CONGER  said  he  had  ordered  the  printing 
on  his  own  responsibility,  but  not  for  his  own  use. 
Before  any  action  was  taken  on  the  subject — 
Mr.  COCKE  said,  that  as  the  morning  hour 
was  elapsed,  he  moved  that  the  House  now  pro- 
ceed to  take  up  the  bills  ujion  the  Speaker's  table. 
,  Mr.  ROCKWELL  remonstrated,  and  hoped 
the  motion  would  not  be  pressed. 

Mr.  COCKE  insisted  on  his  motion,  observing 
that  there  were  many  items  on  the  Speaker's  table 
which  were  of  great  importance,  and  it  was  time 
to  get  rid  of  them. 
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Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  rose  fo  a  privileged  resolu- 
tion— which  was,  to  close  the  debate  on  the  bill 
now  pending  before  the  House,  (the  bounty-land 
bill,)  at  two  o'clock  this  day. 

Mr.  VINTON  hoped  the  resolution  would  not 
be  adopted.  There  were  amendraents"*]3roposed 
to  the  bill  which  were  of  great  importance.  The 
chairman  of  the  Land  Committee,  and  he  believed 
two  or  three  other  gentlemen,  were  desirou.s  of 
submitting  their  views  on  the  whole  subject.  He 
jnoved  to  amend  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Texas  by  inserting  Monday,  at  two  o'clock. 

The  question  being  put,  the  amendment  was  car- 
ried, and  the  resolution  as  amended  agreed  to.  So 
the  debate  on  the  pending  bill  is  to  close  on  Mon- 
day, at  two  o'clock. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Vinton's  motion 
that  the  House  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  the  motion  was  nega- 
tived: Ayes  64,  noes  67. 

Mr.  COCKE  moved  that  the  House  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  business  on  the  Speaker's 
table. 

The  question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative: 
Ayes  78,  noes  57. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMUNICATIONS. 
•    The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing Executive  conmiunications: 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 
a  report  (in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House) 
of  the  number  of  regulars  enlisted  and  volunteers 
received  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  since 
the  commencement  of  hostilities  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Mexico;  the  number  killed  in  bat- 
tles, or  who  have  died  from  wounds  and  from  dis- 
ease; the  number  discharged;  the  strength  of  each 
regiment  when  mustered  into  serviee,  and  their 
strength  according  to  the  last  returns;  also,  the 
name  of  the  State  where  raised,  &c.  Laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  transmit- 
ting, in  compliance  with  the  act  of  2d  July,  1836 — 

1st.  A  copy  of  the  abstract  of  the  offers  for  car- 
rying the  mails  made  within  the  year  preceding 
the  1st  of  July,  1847. 

2d.  A  report  of  all  contracts  made  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  within  the  year  aforesaid. 

3d.  A  statement  of  all  such  land  and  water  mails 
as  have  been  established  or  ordered  within  said 
year. 

4th.  A  report  of  all  additional  allowances  made 
to  mail  contractors  within  the  said  year. 

5th.  A  report  of  curtailments  of  mail  service  and 
pay  ordered  within  the  said  year. 

6th.  A  report  of  fines  imposed  and  deductions 
made  from  the  pay  of  contractors  within  the  said 
time.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Of- 
fice and  Post  Roads. 

A  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Build- 
ings, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  the  13th  of  March  last,  informa- 
tion as  to  whether  any  injury  has  been  done  to  the 
Capitol  by  cutting  through  the  walls  and  arches  of 
the  same  for  the  introduction  of  gas-pipes,  or  from 
digging  about  or  under  the  foundation  for  the  pur- 
pose of  putting  in  furnaces  to  heat  or  warm  the 
Hall  and  rooms  of  the  Capitol,  and  whether  the 
weight  upon  the  dome  from  the  pole  does  not  en- 
danger the  dome  itself,  &c.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

THANKS  TO  GENERAL  TAYLOR. 

The  joint  resolution  giving  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  Major  General  Zachary  Taylor,  which 
had  passed  both  Houses,  and  was  returned  from 
the  Senate  with  amendments,  was  laid  before  the 
House — the  question  being  on  concurring  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate. 

The  amendments,  which  were  merely  verbal, 
were  concurred  in,  under  the  operation  of  the  pre- 
vious question,  moved  by  Mr.  STEWART,  of 
Pennsylvania.  And  thus  the  joint  resolution  has 
finally  passed  both  Houses. 

PATENT   EXAMINERS. 

The  next  bill  was  a  bill  to  provide  additional- 
examiners  in  the  Patent  Office,  returned  from  the 
Senate  with  a  disagreement  in  amendments. 

Mr.  PARRELLY  moved  that  the  House  insist, 
and  a  committee  of  conference  be  appointed;  which 
was  agreed  to. 


Messrs.  Farrelly,  McClelland,  and  Bar- 
RiNGKR  were  appointed  to  constitute  such  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  House. 

TEN-REGIMENT  BILL. 

The  Senate  bill  "  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an 
additional  military  force,"  was  next  laid  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  BOYD  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  COCKE  moved  to  refer  it,  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  question  would 
be  first  on  the  reference  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atkinson,  Bnyly,  Beale,  Bingham,  Bird- 
sail,  Bocociv,  Bowdon,  Bowlin,  Bf)yd,  BrodhRad,  William  G. 
Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Bnrt,  Catlicart, 
Franklin  Clark,  H.  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Collins, 
Dunn,  Featlitrston,  Ficklin,  French,  Fries,  Green,  W.  P. 
Hall,  Hammons,  Harnianson,  Harris,  Henley,  Hill,  G.  S. 
Houston,  Inue,  Andrew  Jolinson,  James  H.  Johnson,  G. 
W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennon,  Lahm,  La  Sere,  Leffler, 
Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McClernand,  McDowell, 
Miller,  Morris,  Murphy,  Nicoll,  Peaslee,  Peck,  Petrie,  Pet- 
tit,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pillsbury,  Richardson,  Robinson,  Rock- 
hill,  Sawyer,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  Starkweather,  Charles 
E.  Stuart,  Strong,  Jacob  Thompson,  R.'A.  Thompson, 
Thurston,  Turner,  Wentworth,  Wick,  Wiley,  and  Wood- 
ward— 74.  . 

NA  YS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Barrow,  Belcher,  Blanch- 
ard,  Bovdon,  Brady,  Buckner,  Cabell,  Canby,  Clingman, 
Cocke,  Collamer,  Conger,  Cranston,  Croxier,  Dickey,  Dix- 
on, Donnell,  Duer,  Daniel  Duncan,  Garnett  Duncan,  Ed- 
wards, Embree.  Nathan  Evans,  Farrelly,  Fjsher,  Freedley, 
Gayle,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Goggiii,  Gott,  Grejory,  Grinnell, 
Hale,  Haskell,  Henry,  Hilliard,  Isaac  E.  Holmes,  Elias  B. 
Holmes,  John  W.  Houston,  Hubbard,  T.  B.  King,  D.  P. 
King,  William  T.  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  H.  Mann,  Marsh, 
•Marvin,  Morehead,  Mullin,  Nes,  Outlaw.  Palfrey,  Pertdle- 
ton,  Putnam,  Reynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  J.  A.  Rockwell, 
Rumsey,  Shepperd,  Sherrill,  Slingerland,  Caleb  B.  Smith, 
Truman  Smith,  Stephens,  A.  Stuart,  Strohra,  Tallmadge, 
Tavlor, Thibodeaux,  R.  W.  Thompson, Tompkins,  Toombs, 
Tuck,  Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  and  White— 79. 

So  the  House  refused  the  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Cocke,  it  was  taken  and  agreed  to  without  a  di- 
vision; and  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

AMERICAN  HEMP. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  respecting 
contracts  for  hemp  for  the  use  of  the  American 
navy  then  came  up,  and  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time;  and,  the  question  then  being  on  ordering  it 
to  a  third  reading — 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  the  previous 
question;  which  was  seconded. 

Mr.  FRIES  proposed  to  refer  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs;  but  the  motion  was  not  now 
in  order. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  third  reading  was 
ordered;  and  the  bill  was  accordingly  read  a  third 
time.     The  question  then  being  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  refer  the 
resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  with 
instructions  to  report  a  certain  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  ruled  the  motion  out  of  order 
at  this  tiriie. 

Mr.  JONES  then  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  ordering  the  third  reading.  He  said  his  ob- 
ject in  moving  the  reconsideration  was  to  enable 
him,  when  it  should  be  reconsidered,  to  move  an 
amendment  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the  resolution 
as  authorized  the  making  of  the  contracts  at  a  price 
not  exceeding  the  average  price  for  the  last  five 
years,  and  to  insert  a  provision  for  making  the 
contracts  at  the  market  price  when  the  hemp  should 
be  delivered.  For  the  last  three  yeai-s,  hemp  had 
been  much  lower  than  it  was  at  this  time — much 
lower  than  the  article  had  generally  been  in  this 
country;  and  if  they  restricted  the  contracts  to  the 
average  price  of  the  last  five  years,  he  tljought  no 
person  would  be  found  in  the  country  to  take  the 
contracts.  He  referred  to  general  considerations 
in  favor  of  making  the  market  price  at  the  time  of 
delivery  the  standard.  This  was  the  reasonable, 
fair  method  of  the  Government,  as  well  a%  for  in- 
dividuals, and  best  secured  the  interests  of  both. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  had  but  a  single  re- 
mark to  make  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee.  The  gentleman  proposed  so  to  change 
the  resolution  as  that  the  contracts  should  stipulate 
to  pay  the  price  which  hemp  might  bear  at  the 
time  of  delivery;  that  was  precisely  what  it  was 
desired  by  the  resolution  and  by  the  growers  of 


hemp  to  avoid.  The  term  of  five  years  was  placed 
in  this  resolution  so  as  to  give  the  hemp-growers  a 
certainty  that  they  should  positively  receive  the 
designated  price,  that  being  underatood  and  known 
by  them  to  be  a  remunerating  price.  The  price  of 
hemp  was  extremely  fluctuating,  and  the  object  of 
this  resolution  was  to  avoid  the  injurious  conse- 
quences of  it.  The  price  at  this  time  was  §315  per 
ton;  the  price  paid  two  or  three  years  ago  was 
JJ228;  the  average  price  since  the  foundation  of  the 
Government  had  been  about  poO.  Now,  in  the 
absence  of  the  supplies  of  hemp  in  this  country, 
owing  to  the  uncertainty  on  the  part  of  the  gr'ow- 
ers  as  to  what  they  were  to  receive,  the  importers 
of  foreign  hemp  were  enabled  to  vary  the  prices 
as  he  had  shown  had  been  the  case  for  years,  and 
thereby  the  Government  was  frequently  under  the 
necessity  of  paying  almost  twice  as  much  as  they 
could  procure  American  hemp  for,  provided  the 
American  grower  could  rely  upon  the  certainty  of 
receiving  remunerating  prices.  There  was  no  limit 
in  the  resolution,  except  that, the  price  should  not 
exceed  the  average  price  for  the  last  five  years;  and 
if  American  growers  were  willing-  to  enter  into  con- 
tracts for  the  supply  of  hemp  at  these  average 
prices,  surely  the  Government  itself  ought  not  to 
complain.  It  was  believed  that  the  terms  proposed 
in  the  joint  resolution  were  the  best  both  for  the 
Government  and  the  hemp-growers  that  could  pos- 
sibly be  devised.  He  did  not  desire  to  detain  the 
House.  He  hoped  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  would  not  prevail,  and  that  the 
joint  resolution  would  be  passed. 

Mr.  TURNER  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded;  and  the  main  question,  being 
first  on  the  motion  to  reconsider,  was  ordered,  and 
being  taken,  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  passage  of 
the  resolution,  it  was  agreed  to. 

BILLS  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

The  following  bills  from  the  Senate  were  taken 
up,  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  appropriately 
referred: 

An  act  granting  to  the  State  of  Illinois  the  right 
of  way  and  a  donation  of  public  lands  for  making 
a  railroad  connecting  the  Upper  and  Lower  Mis- 
sissippi with  the  chain  of  northern  lakes  at  Chi- 
cago. 

An  act  placing  the  officer  who  performs  the  duty 
of  adjutant  at  the  Military  Academy  on  an  equality 
as  to  pay  and  allowances  with  the  adjutant  of 
recruits. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Lorimer  Graham, 
late  postmaster  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

An  act  to  confirm  the  location,  and  to  grant  a 
quarter  section  of  public  lands,  for  the  county  site 
of  H^illsborougli  county.  State  of  Florida. 

An  act  respecting  certain  surveys  in  the  State  of 
Florida. 

An  act  extending  privileges  to  American  vessels 
engaged  in  certain  mentioned  trade,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

An  act  for  ascertaining  and  paying  the  California 
claims. 

An  act  to  require  the  holders  of  military  land 
warrants  to  compensate  the  land  officers  of  the 
United  States  for  services  in  relation  to  the  location 
of  those  warrants. 

An  act  to  provide  a  free  communication  across 
the  Eastern  Branch  of  the  river  Potomac,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim 
of  Henry  Washington,  late  a  deputy  surveyor  of 
the  public  lands  in  Florida. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Reynolds  May. 

An  act  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the  papers 
of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  forwai-d  officers  of  the 
late  Exploring  Expedition. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  make  an  arrangement  or  compromise  with 
Mangle  M.  duackenboss  and  his  coobligors,  or 
any  of  them,  for  claims  on  bonds  given  by  them 
as  sureties  to  the  United  States. 

A  resolution  for  the  relief  of  .Tonathan  Lewis. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jeanelte  C.  Huntington, 
widow  and  sole  executrix  of  William  D.  Che.ever, 

clcCGMSCCl,  __ 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Creed  Taylor. 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Pistole,  widow 
of  Charles  Pistole,  decea.srd. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Turner. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  F.  Caldwell. 
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An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Kiiykendall. 

An  net  o-raniing  a  pension  to  the  widow  of  Jacob 
Garland,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Brownelt. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Jones  and  the 
other  children  of  John  Carr. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thompson  Hutchinson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Douglas,  late 
United  States  Attorney  for  East  Florida. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  W.  Bell,  a  native 
of  the  Cherokee  nation. 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  liquidate  certain  claims  there- 
in mentioned,  passed  April  18,  1814. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Oliver  C.  Harris. 

THE   FRANKING  PRIVILEGE. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  to  de- 
clare the  true  intent  and  meaning,  so  far  as  respects 
the  franking  privilege  of  meml)ers  of  Congress,  of 
the  act  ajiproved  the  1st  of  March,  1847,  and  en- 
titled 'Ati  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  An  act  to 
reduce  the  rates  of  postage,  to  limit  the  use  and 
correct  the  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege,  and  for 
the  prevention  of  frauds  on  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment,' passed  3d  March,  1845,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  moved  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  rose  and  said  that 
this  was  an  e.xtraordinary  bill.  It  was  designed  to 
give  to  members  of  Congress  the  right  to  put  their 
names  on  parcels  arnl  send  them  out  to  any  part 
of  the  country;  and  the  Postmaster  General,  nor 
any  postmaster,  would  be  authorized,  or  would 
dare,  under  the  bill,  to  question  the  genuineness  of 
the  name  of  the  member  that  it  might  appear  to  be, 
whether  it  were  written  by  himself,  or  engraved, 
or  lithographed.  He  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "  An  act  to 
provide  for  the  repair  and  improvement  of  the  dam 
at  the  liead  of  Cumberland  Island,  in  tlie  Ohio 
river,"  was  lead  a  first  and  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  coi]sideration  of  the 
bill  of  th*  House  suppilementary  to  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  regulate  the  exercise  of  the  appellate 
jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  certain  cases, 
and  for  other  purposes."     Laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of  the  House 
entitled  "  An  act  to  make  Sliip  Island,  in  the  col- 
lection district  of  Pearl  river,  a  port  of  delivery,  and 
to  autliorize  the  appointment  of  a  surveyor  for  said 
port." 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  agreed  to, 
and  the  title  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  word 
"surveyor, "and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
"  deputy  collector." 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  House  extending  the 
time  for  the  erection  of  certain  light-houses,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  engross'ed  on  the  3d  of  February, 
was  read  a  third  Vime  and  pa.-^sed. 

GENERAL  OFFICERS  OF  THE   ARMY. 

The  House  next  proceeded  to  consider  the  en- 
grossed bill  of  the  House  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  providing  for  tJie  jirosecution  of  the  exist- 
ing war  between  the  United  States  and  the  Repub- 
lic of  Mexico,  and  for  other  purposes;"  the  ques- 
tion being  on  the  passage. 

The  bill  is  as  follows: 

Vc  U  enacted  htj  t/m  Senate  und  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Unite!  Slulra  of  ./jmcrica  in  Congress  asscmhlcrl,  TIrattlie 
|ir(«vi.«o  of  the  first  section  of  ati  act  approved  llie  Iritli  (lav 
of  Jiinc^  1846,  in  the  following  words  :  "That  wli<;n  llii;  war 
with  Mexico  shall  be  icrinuiated  by  a  di.finlllvo  tiralv  of 
peace,  duly  concluded  and  ralificd,  the  luimher  of  major 
Runerals  in  the  army  shall  he  reduced  to  one,  and  the  num- 
ber of  brigadifir  t'ciieralH  simll  he  reduced  to  two  :  anil  the 
President  of  the  United  .StatcH  is  aiulinri/.ed  and  diiected 
to  select,  from  the  ivlude  nuinher  vvlm  may  then  he  in  ofhce 
without  reyard  to  the  drito  of  llicir  ci)niiiii.->i()ns  the  ofliccrrH 
to  he  retained,  nnd  cau.ie  ihe  remainder  to  he  discliaroed 
from  the  service  of  the  United  Slutes,"  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  vote  stood 

yeas  80,  nays  G7,  as  follow.s: 

YEAS — MescrH.  Ahhott,  narrow,  na\Iy,  Helclicr,  lilaneh- 
ord,  Bocock,  (loydon,  Braily,  lirodliead.  Hurt,  Caliell,  Can- 
by,Calhcail,  (;iinginan,  Cocke,  Collamer,  (.'oiiiter,  Cranfton, 
•  'ro/.itrr,  Dickey,  Dixon,  Donnell,  Diicr,  Daniel  Duncan, 
EdwardH,  Einbrcc,  Nathan  Evniis,  Furrelly,  Fisher,  Frced- 


lev,  Gavle,  Gentry,  Gosgin,  Gott,  Gregor\-,  Hale,  Harris, 
Haskell',  Henry,  Ililliard",  Issaac  E.  Holmes,  Elias  B.  Holmes, 
JiiliM  \V.  IIi>Uston,  Inse,  Thomas  Butler  Iviie.',  Daniel  P. 
Kill?,  Williiiin  T.  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  McDowell,  jMaisli, 
iUarviii,  ,M(irehe:id,  Mullin,  Outlaw,  Pall'iey,  Pendleton, 
I'etiie,  Piiliiam,  Reynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Kock- 
well,  Riiinsey,  tshepperd,  Sherrill,  ."^lingctl.ind,  Caleb  B. 
Sniilli,  Truman  Smith,  Slaiilcin,Ste|ihens,  Andrew  Stewart, 
Slroliiii,T^ivl(ir,Thiho(leau.\,Toinpliiiis,T(ionibs, Van  Dyke, 
Viiihm,  Wliite,  Wilson,  and  VVooodwaid— 8(1. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atkinson,  Beale,  Bingham,  Bowdon, 
Bowlin,  Bovd,  William  G.  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Albert  G. 
Brown,  Chiise,  F.  Clark,  Howell  Cobb,  tVllliainson  K.  W. 
Cobh,Garnett  Duncan,  Dunn,  Featlieiston,Firklin,  French, 
Flies,  GiddiiiKs,  Green,  Griiinell,  Willarri  P.  Hall,  Ham- 
mons,  Harmansoii,  Henley,  Hill,  Georpe  S.  Houston,  Hub- 
bard. Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson,  James  H.  Johnson,  Robert 
\V.  Johnson,  Georue  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennon,  Laliin, 
La  S6re,  Leffler*  Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McCler- 
iinnd,  Horace  Mann,  Miller,  Morris,  Morse,  Aicoll,  Peaslee, 
Pettit,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Robinson,  I'ockhill,  Sawyer,  Robert 
Siiiiih,  Starkweather,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Jacob  Thompson, 
Robert  A.  Thoinp-on,  William 'I'honip^on,  Thurston,  Tuck, 
Tnintr,  Wentworth,  VViek,  and  Wiley— 67. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

MOUNT  VERNON. 

The  SPEAKER  presented  a  memorial  of  sun- 
dry American  citizens,  praying  that  Mount  Vernon 
may  become  the  property  of  the  United  States,  in 
order  tiiat  the  mansion  and  favorite  grounds  of 
Washington,  with  the  tomb  containing  his  sacred 
remains,  may  be  kept  in  a  suitable  and  proper  state 
of  preservation. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  moved  the  reference  of  this 
memorial  to  a  special  committee  of  nine  members. 

Mr.  F)URT  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  that  this  memorial  related  to  a  subject 
which  had  been  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  similar 
memorials  had  been  referred;  and  he  hoped  this 
would  have  the  same  direction.  It  was  perhaps 
not  the  time  to  state  what  action  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  Iiad  taken  upon  such  memorials, 
but  he  would  observe  that  that  committee  would 
very  soon  be  prepared  to  report  on  this  and  the 
other  similar  memorials  that  had  been  referred. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  said  his  object  was  to  secure 
a  proper  consideratiim  for  these  memorials;  and 
if  like  memorials  had  been  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  he  had  no  desire  to  disturb 
'or  change  the  reference.  He  hoped  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs  would  make  a  favorable 
report,  which  would  enable  the  House  to  act  on 
tlfis  subject  at  the  present  session.  He  would  not 
press  his  motion  for  a  select  committee,  but  allow 
the  memorial  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affi\irs. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  moved  to  lay  the 
whole  subject  on  the  table,  but  afterwards  with- 
drew it,  that  the  memorial  might  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs.  But  he  wished  to  say 
that  he  was  opposed  to  the  object  contemplated. 
It  was  desired  by  these  memorialists,  that  this 
Government  should  give  $150,000  for  property  that 
was  entirely  worthless  to  the  Union.  If  such  a 
measure  should  come  before  this  House,  he  should 
oppose  it,  and  take  every  means  in  his  power  to 
defeat  it.  Of  late,  much  of  the  legislation  of  Con- 
gress involved  useless  expenditures  that  ought  not 
to  be  indulged  in,  and  it  was  time  that  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House  should  set  their  faces  against 
it.  He  cared  not  with  whose  name  such  legisla- 
tion should  be  connected,  it  ought  to  be  stopped. 
With  these  views,  he  should  oppose  it  by  every 
honorable  and  sensible  means  in  his  power. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  was  then  agreed  to. 

TEXAS   VOLUNTEERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BURT,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution  for  the 
payment  of  the  regiment  of  Texas  mounted  vol- 
unteers called  out  by  Colonel  Curtis,  commanding 
olliccr  at  Camargo,  and  not  mustered  into  service. 

Mr.  BURT  said,  this  resolution  had  heretofore 
been  under  consideration  in  this  House,  and  it  was 
on  the  question  of  its  passage  when  the  House  ad- 
journed on  a  preceding  day.  Its  object  had  been 
fully  explained  and  discussed,  and  therefore  he 
hoped  there  would  be  no  objection  to  its  pas- 
sage at  This  time;  for  the  Texas  volunteers  were 
as  much  entitled  to  remuneration  as  any  others 
calli  d  into  the  service  in  Mexico.  This  was  spe- 
cial Icgishilion,  it  was  true,  but  it  was  necessary 
and  indispensable  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
cai'.c.  It  was  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  and  he  presumed  would  be  objected  to  by 
nobody.     He  hoped  he  should  have  the  approba- 


tion of  the  House  in  moving  the  previous  question 
upon  it. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now  put,  being 
first  on  the  pending  amendment,  which  provided 
against  payment  for  horses  lost  for  want  of  for- 
age. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  waa 
rejected, and  the  resolution  was  then  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  question  to  be  on  the 
third  reading. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  moved  the  reconsider- 
ation of  the  vote  ordering  the  resolution  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading.  He  said  he  had  no 
objection  to  paying  the  Texas  volunteers  precisely 
the  same  as  other  volunteers  were  paid.  He 
thought  it  right  that  they  should  be  so  paid;  but 
this  resolution  proposed  to  pay  those  who  had 
been  in  the  service  for  a  very  short  period  as  much 
asothers,  nay  more  than  those  who  had  been  longer 
in  the  service.  It  proposed  to  give  to  the  Texas 
volunteers  who  had  not  been  in  service  more  than 
sixty  or  ninety  days,  bounties  and  compensation 
and  remuneration  exceeding  the  payments  to  those 
who  have  been  in  the  service  since  the  war  began. 
Those  who  have  been  in  the  service  since  the  war 
commenced  were  not  entitled  to  compensation  for 
their  horses,  unless  they  were  actually  killed  in 
battle;  but  these  men  called  from  Texas,  who  have 
never  seen  the  enemy,  were  to  be  entitled  to  pay- 
ment for  their  horses,  whichj  it  was  said,  had  been 
lost  in  conseouence  of  the  neglect  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  furnish  them  with  forage.  What  reason  was 
there  to  be  offered  for  this  peculiar  exception.'  It 
was  said,  if  they  passed  a  general  law  to  pay  fot 
horses  lost  in  the  service,  still  these  men  would  nor 
be  paid,  because  they  were  called  out  irregularly. 
This,  he  held,  was  not  a  valid  objection;  for  a 
provision  could  be  introduced  into  the  general  bill 
to  give  them  the  same  that  was  given  to  other  vol- 
unteers. If  it  was  intended  to  pass  a  general  bill, 
provision  could  be  made  for  the  Texas  volunteers; 
but  until  it  was  determined  to  provide  for  all  others, 
he  was  unwilling  to  make  an  exception  in  favor  of 
these  men,  who  had  been  in  service  a  very  few 
days.  There  were  men  from  Missouri  who  went 
out  on  the  first  call  for  volunteers  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States;  they  travelled  some  five 
thousand  or  six  thousand  miles,  and  nearly  all 
their  horses  perished.  And  where,  he  asked,  was 
the  law  giving  them  a  cent  for  the  losses  they  had 
sustained?  Again,  the  horses  of  other  volunteers 
from  other  States  were  thrown  overboard  in  the 
Gulf,  and  why  had  not  they  as  good  a  claim  as 
these  Texas  volunteers,  who  marched  one  hundred 
and  fifty  or  two  hundred  miles  only,  and  when 
they  got  to  the  seat  of  war  were  immediately  sent 
back  again? 

Mr.^BURT  understood  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  to  say,  that  this  resolution  proposed  to 
give  Texas  volunteers  a  greater  sum  than  any 
other  volunteers  were  likely  to  receive.  Now,  he 
should  be  much  indebted  to  the  gentleman  if  he 
would  show  him  specifically  in  what  particular  this 
resolution  proposed  to  pay  these  Texas  volunteers 
a  greater  sum,  or  allowance,  or  emolument,  than 
was  received  by  other  volunteers. 

Mr.  HALL  thought  he  had  been  sufficiently- 
explicit.  This  resolution  proposed  to  pay  the 
Texas  volunteers  for  horses  lost  for  want  of  forage, 
but  there  was  no  provision  to  pay  other  volunteers 
for  such  losses,  and  thus  they  would  receive  pay 
which  was  not  received  by  others. 

Mr.  BURT  had  yet  to  iearn  that  pay  for  horses 

lost  was  pait  of  their  pay  and  allowance  for  ser- 

I  vice.    This  resolution  did  certainly  propose  to  give 

I  to  the  Texas  regiment  of  volunteers  payment  for 

I  their  horses  also,  and  it  was  known  to  the  House 

that  the  Committee  on  Military  AflTairs  had  like- 

[  wise  promptly  reported  a  bill  to  pay  for  all  horses 

lost  in  tlio  war  for  want  of  forage  being  furnished 

j  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States.     But  if 

I  such  a  general  law  had  been  passed  giving  the  Sec- 

,  rctary  of  War  authority  to  pay  for  horses  lost  in 

Mexico  under  such  circumstances,  this  regiment 

I  of  Texas   volunteers  would   receive   nothing   by 

1  virtue  of  that  law. 

.  Mr.  HALL  begged  leave  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  if  a  law  were  passed  to  pay 
other  volunteers  for  horses  lost  in  the  war,  with 
a  proviso  extending  to  this  case,  together  with  all 
otlicrs,  whether  these  Texas  volunteers  would  not 
be  paid  for  their  horses? 
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Mr.  BURT  replied,  that  it  must  be  obvious,  if 
Congress  should  make  special  provision  to  pay 
for  these  horses,  they  would  be  paid  for.  The 
very  statement  of  the  gentleman  furnished  an 
answer  to  his  own  question.  What  he  (Mr.  B.) 
had  contended  for  was,  that  they  must  make  special 
provision  for  the  payment  of  these  Texas  volun- 
teers. Why.'  Because  they  were  called  into  the 
service  by  Colonel  Citrtis,  without  constitutional 
authority.  That  was  the  reason  why  they  could 
not  receive  pay  and  remuneration  for  their  horses, 
if  a  general  law  should  be  passed  to  pay  for  horses 
lost  in  the  service.  The  Committee  on  Mihtary 
Affairs  recommended  that  they  should  be  paid  all 
that  they  would  have  been  entitled  to  if  they  had 
been  regularly  mustered  into  the  service;  and  he 
appealed  to  the  House  to  ps\ss  this  resolution,  and  to 
pass  it  without  amendment,  which  would  require 
a  paymaster  to  hunt  up  these  men  twice  to  pay 
them  sums  which  could  be  as  well  paid  at  once. 
The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  desired  to  pay 
for  all  horses  lost  by  the  fault  or  misfortune  of  the 
Government;  but  he  repeated  that  this  was  a  special 
case,  which  required  special  legislation.  He  hoped 
the  resolution  would  pass. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  briefly  spoke  in  favor  of  the 
motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  the  objection  started  by 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Hall]  struck 
him  as  being  a  sound  one;  and  he  wished  to  as- 
certain if  there  was  anything  further  to  be  learned 
about  this  claim,  for  he  desired  fully  to  understand 
it.  He  understood  that  the  volunteers  who  served 
in  Mexico  were  not  by  any  general  law  entitled  to 
pay  for  lost  horses,  and  he  understood  that  if  this 
resolution  should  pass,  the  Texas  volunteers  would 
be  entitled  to  compensation  for  lost  horses.  Thus, 
they  would  be  placed  in  more  favorable  circum- 
stances than  others. 

Mr.  BURT  begged  leave  again  to  explain.  The 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  had  reported  a  bill, 
whicli  was  before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  to  pay  for  all  horses  lost  in 
Mexico,  under  the  circumstances  indicated  by  this 
resolution,  or  by  casualties  not  necessarily  inci- 
dent to  the  service  without  the  fault  of  the  ovi^ners. 
He  begged  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
[iVlr.  Lincoln,]  that  if  thaf  bill  were  now  a  law, 
they  would  have  to  make  a  special  provision  for 
the  payment  of  the  Texas  volunteers.  This  was 
admitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr. 
Hall,]  for  the  Texas  volunteers  were  called  jhto 
service  by  Colonel  Curtis,  of  the  Ohio  regiment, 
who  had  no  authority  to  call  them  into  the  service. 
This  resolution,  then,  was  in  the  nature  of  a  pri- 
vate bill.  It  was  to  provide  fcr  the  payment  of  a 
particular  regiment,  in  consequence  of  the  irregu- 
larity-of  which  he  had  been  speaking.  When  the 
general  bill  was  passed,  all  the  others  would  be 
provided  for.  if,  however,  the  provision  for  the 
payment  of  the  lost  horses  were  stricken  from  this 
resolution,  as  some  gentlemen  desired,  and  incor- 
porated in  the  general  law,  no  good  would  be  pro- 
duced, but  a  double  journey  of  a  paymaster  into 
Texas  would  inevitably  follow,  for  the  purpose  of 
paying,  first,  that  which  would  be  allowed  by  this 
joint  resolution,  and  afterwards  the  compensation 
to  be  awarded  Joy  the  general  lav/. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said  the  payment  for  these  lost 
horses  came  within  a  class  of  cases  in  which  he 
was  a  good  deal  like  a  gentleman  near  him,  who 
was  in  favor  of  paying  for  everything  by  way  of 
being  sure  of  paying  all  those  that  were  right. 
But  if  this  resolution  should  be  passed,  and  the 
general  law  should  fail,  then  everybody  but  these 
Texas  volunteers  would  go  without  their  compen- 
sation. Fie  was  not  willing  to  do  anything  that 
would  produce  such  a  result.  He  preferred  pla- 
cing the  Texas  vofunteers  on  a  level  with  all  other 
volunteers;  and,  therefore,  he  should  vote  for  the 
reconsideration. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  warmly  advocated  the  passage 
of  the  resolution.  He  urged  that  the  resolution 
had  been  carefully  considered  by  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  reported  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  House;  and,  being  entirely 
meritorious  in  its  character,  he  regretted  that  it 
should  have  met  with  any  opposition  here.  If  gen- 
tlemen were  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  which  had  not  been  detailed  here,  they 
would  not  have  hesitated  to  pass  it.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  detail  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
Texas  volunteers  were  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States  by  Colonel  Curtis,  as  briefly 


stated  by  Mr.  Burt,  of  South  Carolina,  and  said 
that  it  had  ever  been  the  policy  of  this  Govern- 
ment-to  pay  for  horses  so  lost.  It  was  not  a  valid 
argument  against  this  resolution  that  it  could  be 
incorporated  into  the  general  law.  This  resolution 
might  now  be  passed,  and  there  could  be  no  ques- 
tion that  the  general  law  would  be  passed  here- 
after. 

He  then  detailed  the  course  pursued  by  the 
Texas  volunteers  in  endeavoring  to  effect  a  settle- 
ment of  this  claim.  They  had  actually  incurred 
the  expense  of  sending  their  lieutenant  colonel  to 
Washington  for  that  purpose.  He  appealed,  then, 
to  the  House  not  to  subject  these  gallant  men  to 
further  inconvenience.  \Vhen  Colonel  Curtis  called 
upon  them,  they  rallied  around  his  standard,  when 
they  believed  that  danger  would  attend  them  at 
every  step,  and  he  claimed  for  them  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  House. 

Pending  the  question — 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 


PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented 
under  tlie  rule,  and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky :  The  petition  of  Henry 
Cliilils,  praying  for  a  pension,  on  account  of  a  disability  re- 
ceived while  in  tlie  service  of  the  United  States. 

liy  Mr.  CABEt.L  :  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Florida,  and  petitions,  preamble,  and  resolutions  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Stale  of  Florida,  for  light- 
houses at  Smyrna,  Eginont  Key,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Siivvanee  river.  Also,  memorials  (or  a  marine  hospital  and 
custom-house  at  Appalachicola,  and  for  the  imprflvcment  of 
Appalachicola  bay.  Also,  for  the  construction  of  a  canal  to 
connect  Indian  river  with  the  St.  John's.  Also,  for  the 
fortification  of  Cape  Florida  and  St.  Andrew's  bay.  Also, 
for  the  grant  of  St.  Francis  barracks  at  St.  August!  rre,  for  the 
use  of  a  seminary  of  learning.  Also,  for  a  port  of  entry  at 
Miami,  in  Dade  county.  Also,  for  mail  routes  to  St.  Lucie 
and  Dade  counties,  and  from  Milton  to  Natbansville. 

By  Mr.  BARROW :  Tlie  petition  of  Samuel  Graves,  pray- 
ing for  a  pension  for  injuries  sustained  while  acting  as  a 
pilot  on  Lake  Champlaiu  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain. 

By  Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Ohio :  The  memorial  of  Clarissa 
Sumner  and  Lucy  Due,  heirs  of  Colonel  John  Sumner,  of 
the  Connecticut  Continental  line  of  the  Revolution,  praying 
pay  for  two  final  settlement  certificates,  which  were  funded 
in  1790,  still  due  and  unpaid. 

By  Mr.  McCLELLAND:  The  petition  of  Thomas  B. 
Clarke,  of  Detroit,  for  a  land  patent. 

By  Mr.  KELLOGG :  The  petition  of  .\rchibald  McAllis- 
ter, for  a  renewal  of  letters  patent. 

By  Mr.  MACLAY :  The  petition  of  many  citizens  of  the 
city  of  A^ew  York,  for  the  repeal  of  the  law  requiring  news- 
papers sent  through  the  mail  by  other  persons  than  publish- 
ers to  be  prepaid. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois:  The  memorial  of  Jonathan 
Church,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  survey 
and  sale  of  a  tract  of  land  in  Monroe  county,  Illinois,  called 
the  "  Renault  Grant." 

By  Mr.  DUER:  Remonstrance  of  citizens  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  residing  in  the  county  of  Oswego,  agairist  the 
passage  of  a  bill  to  place  on  a  retired  list,  and  reduce  the 
compensation  of  officers  of  the  navy,  who  become  incom- 
petent from  age  or  infirmities  to  perform  tlie  duties  of  their 
stations. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  May  4,  1848. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  two  memorials  from 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  the  construction 
of  a  post  road  between  Philadelphia  and  New 
York;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  C.  said  the  memorialists  had  alluded  to  the 
fact  that  the  statements  made  in  their  memorials 
had  been  contradicted  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate, 
and  stating  their  willingness  to  be  examined  touch- 
ing the  same  before  any  committee. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
respecting  the  public  archives  in  the  State  of  Flor- 
ida; which  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  several  memorials 
from  certain  settlers  and  claimants,  half-breeds, 
asking  such  action  as  will  establish  a  fee  simple  to 
their  settlements  on  certain  reservations;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  a  memorial  very  numer- 
ously signed,  asking  some  new  mode  of  legislation 
by  which  colored  citizens  might  be  secured  in  their 
just  rights,  such  as  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  &c. 
The  motion  to  receive  this  petition  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Messrs.  WESTCOTT  and  YULEE  presented 
memorials  from  citizens  of  Florida,  in  relation  to 
the  mails;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  tlie  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 


REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  House  bill  relating  to  an  act 
therein  named,  without  amendment,  and  asking 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  to  act  on  the  bill  at 
once. 

The  bill  was  then  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  The 
question  being  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  BAGBY  objected,  but  subsequently  with- 
drew his  objection  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of 
Mr.  Hannegan,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

Mr.  PPIELPS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, reported  a  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Eliza- 
beth Munroe;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  BADGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  memorial 
of  a  certain  firm,  asking  for  an  amendment  to  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Myerle,  reported  that 
the  committee  saw  nothing  in  the  memorial  to  in- 
duce an  amendment  to  the  bill,  or  to  delay  its  pas- 
sage. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CALHOUN,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  Senate  all  the  correspond- 
ence between  the  Secretary  of  State  and  Don  Justa  Sierra, 
the  representative  of  the  Government  of  yucatan,  if  not  in- 
consistent wilh  the  public  interests. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STURGEON,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  granting  a  com- 
pensation to  Commodore  James  Biddle,  for  the  diplomatic 
services  which  he  has  rendered  as  actual  commissioner  to 
China. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  a 
resolution  was  adopted  directing  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Road.s  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  certain  mail  routes 
therein  expressed. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  moved  that  the 
Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
provide  for  a  retired  list  of  the  army  offthe  United 
States.  Mr.  D.  thought  the  bill  would  lead  to  no 
discussion;  but,  if  the  Senate  were  not  disposed  to 
act  on  it  at  once,  he  desired  to  name  some  early 
day  for  its  consideration. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  hoped  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  would  not  be  pressed  at  this  time;  in  his  opin- 
ion, the  subject  would  require  investigation. 

The  bill  was  taken  up,  and  made  the  special 
order  for  Monday  next. 

PROPOSED  OCCUPATION  OF  YUCATAN. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  rose  and  said  he  was  in- 
structed by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations, 
to  whom  had  been  referred  a  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  relation  to  Yiicatan,  to  report  "  An  act  to 
enable  the  President  to  take  temporary  military 
occupation  of  Yucatan." 

Mr.  H.  asked  to  have  the, bill  read  a  second 
time  then,  not  with  a  view  to  immediate  action, 
but  that  it  might  be  made  the  special  order  for  to- 
morrow, at  one  o'clock. 

There  being  no  dissenting  voice,  the  bill  was 
read,  as  follows: 

AN  ACT  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
take  temporary  military  occupation  of  Yucatan. 

.''KCTiON  1.  Be  it  enacted,  i$c.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  take  tempo- 
rary military  occupation  of  Yucatan,  and  to  employ  the  army 
and  navy  of  the  United  States  to  assist  the  people  of  Yuca- 
tan in  repelling  the  incursions  of  the  Indian  savages  now 
overruniung  and  devastating  that  country. 

Sec.  9.  ^Ind  he  it  further  enacted ,  That  the  President  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  autliorized  antj  empowered  to  furnish,  on 
such  terms  and  conditions  as  he  may  deem  proper,  to  the 
wlilte  population  of  Vueatan,  suel)  arms,  ammunition,  ord- 
nance, and  other  military  means  as  they  may  need,  to  enable 
them  to  resist  and  repel  the  Indian  hostilities  now  waged 
against  them,  and  to  restore  peace  and  security  to  their 
country. 

Sec.  3.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  President  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to  accept  the 
services  of  an  equal  number  of  volunteer  troops  to  supply  the 
place  of  such  as  may  he  withdrawn  I'rom  their  i>iesont  duty 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  provided  their  services  slialPbe  re- 
quired; the  same  to  be  raised  for  service  during  the  war  with 
Mexico,  asrreeablv  to  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  May  13, 
1846,  and  March  3,  1847. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  then  moved  that  the  bill  be 
made  the  special  order  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HALE  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  this 
motion,  and  they  were  ordered. 

On  this  bill  a  protracted  discussion  took  place, 
in  which  Mr.  CALHOUN,  Mr.  HANNEGAN, 
Mr.  HALE,  Mr.  FOOTE,  Mr.  WESTCOTT, 
Mr.  CASS,  and  Mr.  NILES,  participated,  a  full 
report  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 
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Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  that  the  bill  be  made 
the  special  order  for  Friday;  which  was  negatived 
— ayes  12.  noes  17. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  Monday,  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  noes,  which  were  ordered. 

Tlie  ([uestion  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as 
follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Bailsor,  Bnlrtwin,  Bell,r'allioun,  Clarke, 
(Naylon,  Criltcnden,  Dayton,  Green,  Hale,  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana, Niles,  Spriiance,  Under«-oo(l,  and  Upliain — 15. 

NAVS— :\Iessrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Hagby,  Benton,  Borland, 
Breese,  Bright,  Butler,  Cas?:,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Felch, 
Foote,  Hannegan,  Hunter,  Lewis,  Moor,  Sturgeon,  Turney, 
Westcott,  and  Yulee — -20. 

The  bill  was  then  made  the  special  order  for 
to-morrow. 

And  then  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  May  5,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  petition  and 
papers  of  Thomas  C.  Green  were  taken  from  the 
files  of  the  House  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims. 

WAR  STEAMERS  IN  THE  PACIFIC. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  the 
Journal  was  corrected  so  as  to  show  that  the  joint 
resolution  reported  by  him  yesterday  to  establish 
lines  of  war  steamers  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  embraced 
ports  in  the  Sandwich  Islands  as  well  as  Califor- 
nia and  China. 

PORTRAIT  OF  BARON  DE  KALB. 
,  The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
received  from  W.  W.  Brent,  Esq.,  of  Washington, 
communicating  the  intelligence  that  he  had  just  re- 
ceived, addressed  to  his  care,  from  Robert  Walsh, 
Esq.,  the  consul  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  a 
portrait  of  Major  General  Baron  de  Kalb,  to  be 
presented  to  Congress  as  an  offering  from  the  sur- 
viving family  of  De  Kalb,  which  awaited  the  decis- 
ion of  Congress  as  to  its  reception  and  disposition. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 
GENERAL  TAYLOR's   PLATFORM. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  asked  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the^House  to  oiTer  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

Resolved,  Tliat  "  tlie  power  given  by  tlie  Constitution  to 
the  Executive  to  intirpose  his  veto  is  a  high  conservative 
power,  wliich  should  nev('r  he  exercised  except  in  cases  of 
clear  violation  of  the  Constitution,  or  manifest  haste  and 
want  of  consideration  by  Congress." 

Resolved,  That  "the  personal  opinions  of  the  individual 
wlio  may  happen  to  occupy  the  Executive  chair  ought  not  to 
control  the  action  of  Congress  upon  (luestions  of  domestic 
policy,  nor  ought  his  objections  to  he  interposed  where  ques- 
tions of  constitutional  power  have  been  settled  by  the  vari- 
ous departments  of  Government,  and  acquiesced  in  by  the 
People." 

Rexohed,  That  "  upon  the  subject-!  of  the  tariff,  the  cur- 
rency, the  improvement  of  our  great  highways,  rivers,  lakes, 
and  harbors,  the  will  of  the  People,  as  expressed  through 
their  representatives  in  Congress,  ought  to  be  respected  and 
carried  out  by  the  Executive." 

Hesolved,  That  "  war,  at  all  times  and  under  all  circum- 
Btances,  is  a  national  calamity,  to  be  avoided  if  compatible 
with  national  honor ;"  that  "  the  princi/i/es  of  our  Govern- 
ment as  Well  as  iti  true  jjj/icy  are  opposed  to  the  subjugation 
of  other  nations  and  the  disineiaberment  of  other  countries 
by  conijuest,  for,  iji  the  language  of  the  great  Washington, 
'  why  ^hould  we  <iuilourown  to^tand  on  foreign  ground.'  " 

Objection  being  made,  the  resolutions  were  not 
received. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Con- 
nccticut,  the  House  resolved  itself  itito  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House,  (Mr.  Kaufman  in  the  chair,) 
and  took  u[)  the  private  calendar. 

Some  diificuliy  was  found  in  agreeing  upon  a 
mode  of  proceedin<j  with  the  bills  on  the  calendar, 
and  in  settling  the  precedence  which  should  be 
given  to  them,  and  a  long  and  irregular  conversa- 
tion ensued  thereon. 

Mr.  STEPIJENS  moved  that  the  committee 
rise,  with  the  view  of  moving  that  the  House  re- 
solve it.self  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union.  Disagreed  to:  Ayes  46,  noes 
7B. 

The  conversation  was  then  resumed,  points  of 
order  were  raised,  and  parliamentary  law  was  read 
and  enforced  by  argument,  until  the  comniittee 
found  JtHftlf  williout  a  quorum,  and  the  Cllmirnmn, 
Recording  to  rule,  directed  the  roll  of  meiubera  to 
be  called. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
No.  318,  and  the  fact,  that  having  found  thcinsclves 


without  a  quorom,  the  rolj  had  been  called,  and 
was  now  reported  to  the  House. 

At  the  call  of  Mr.  STEPHENS,  the  list  was 
read;  and,  as  it  showed  a  quorum  to  be  present, 
the  conunittee  resumed  its  session. 

After  some  further  time  spent  in  committee,  and 
acting  on  a  few  bills  to  which  no  objection  was 
made,  the  committee  rose  by  the  vote  of  a  majority 
of  less  than  a  quorum,  and  reported  the  bills  agreed 
upon  to  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER,  the  propriety  of  the  course 
adopted  having  been  questioned,  tiecided  that  less 
than  a  quorum  could  rise  and  report. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  doubted  the  pro- 
priety of  less  than  a  quontm  transacting  business 
by  reporting  bills  to  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  in  the  progress  of 
its  business,  llie  .committee  laid  bills  aside  to  be 
reported,  and  therefore  they  were  properly  before 
the  House. 

The  bills  reported  were  the  following,  which 
were  respectively  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  were  read  a  third  time  and 
passed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Smith  and  Simeon 
Darden. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  H.  Leggett. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lot  Davis. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Cunningham. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  H.  Wilson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amos  Bull. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  May  5,  1848. 
A  message  was  received  from  the   President  of 
the  United   States,  communicating,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  instant, 
the  correspondence  of  Don  Justa  Sierra  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  in   relation  to  Yucatan;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  YULEE,  from   the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Commander 
James  M.  Mcintosh;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  YULEE  also  reported,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, a  bill  renewing  certain  naval  pensions  for 
the  term  of  five  years,  and  extending  the  benefits 
of  existing  laws  respecting  naval  pensions  to  en- 
gineers, firemen,  and  coal  heavers  in  the  navy,  and 
to  their  widows;  which  was' read  a  first  lime. 

Mr.  YULEE  also  asked  that  the  same  commit- 
tee be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  following  petitions:  John  H.  Williams;  Pass- 
ed Midshipman  John  L.  Worden;  Snsan  T.  E. 
Williamson,  widow  of  Charles  L.  Williamson; 
Henry  La  Reintree;  and  of  Samuel  Raub. 

Mr.  W  ESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  the  following  House  bills: 

For  the  relief  of  John  Morgan,  with  an  amend- 
ment, accompanied  by  a  report. 
For  the  relief  of  G.  De  Lirac. 
For  the  relief  of  Wm.  T.  Holland. 
Mr.  W.  pressed  immediate  action  on   the  last 
named  bill,  as  it  was  merely  to  pay  a  witness  sent 
from  Rio  Janeiro  to  Richmond,  Virginia,  to  testify 
111  relation  to  the  slave  trade,  and  would  not  in- 
volve an  amount  of  more  than  three  hundred  dol- 
lars. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill;  and — 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  preferred  that  it  should  take 
its  place  on  the  calendar. 

BILLS   INTRODUCED  ON  LEAVE. 

Mr.  ALLEN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  further 
to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  military 
land  warrants,  and  returning  surveys  thereon; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
granting  to  the  State  of  Missouri  the  right  of  way 
and  a  donation  of  pul^lic  lands,  for  making  a  rail- 
road connecting  the  town  of  St.  Joseph,  on  the 
Missouri  river,  with  the  town  of  Hannibal,  on  the 
Mississippi  river;  which  was  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Commiltec  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BELL,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  district  judge  of  the  State  of  Tennessee 
to  hold  a  special  term. 

The  bill  having  received  its  first  reading — 

Ml.  BELL  requested  immediate  action  on  it, 
which  was  opposed  by  Mr.  WESTCOTT.     The 


bill  was  then  read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  from  the  House  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled "  An  act  supplemental  to  the  act  entitled  '  An 
act  providing  for  the  prosecution  of  the  existing 
war  between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic 
of  iVlexico,'  "  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House  extending 
the  time  for  the  erection  of  certain  light-houses, 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Hale  on  the  28th  of  April  last,  came  up  for  con- 
sideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  procure,  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate,  tiie  thousand  copies  of  the  addresses 
made  by  the  Speaker  and  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  of  the  addresses  made  to  the  Senate, 
together  with  the  discourse  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gurley,  upon 
the  occasion  of  the  death  of  the  Hon.  Jf>HN  Guincy  Ad.vm^  : 
Provided  they  can  be  obtained  upon  the  same  terms  that 
twenty  thousand  copies  of  th«  same  were  furnished  to  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  TURNEY  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
i  the  table.    For  the  motion  11 — no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  ALLEN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

And  the  CHAIR  having  restated  the  question, 
the  vote  stood,  for  laying  the  motion  on  the  table, 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Bagby,  Bor- 
land, Breese,  Bright,  Butter,  Calhoun,  Cass,  Crittenden, 
Felch,  Foote,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Moor, 
Niles,  Sturgeon,  Turncv,  Uwderwood,  Westcott,  and  Yulee 
—23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Baldwin,  Bell,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Davis  of 
Massachusetts,  Greene,  Hale,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  John- 
son of  Louisiana,  and  Upham — 10. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  on  the  28th 
of  April  by  Mr.  Jo«nson,  of  Maryland,  came  up 
for  consideration,  and  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  he  re- 
quested to  inform  the  Senate  whether  any  otficers  are  now 
in  the  military  or  civil  service  of  the  United  Slates,  under 
appointments  from  the  President,  which  have  not  been  sub- 
milted  to  the  Senate  ;  and  if  there  be  any  such  appointments, 
that  he  state  the  date  of  such  appointments,  and  why  it  is 
iTiat  it  has  not  been  in  the  power  of  the  President  to  submit 
them  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

Some  few  minutes  afterwards,  Mr.  ALLEN 
moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  resolution. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  inquired  if  the 
Senator  had  voted  for  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion.' 

To  which  Mr.  ALLEN  replied  that  he  had  not. 

And  Mr.  JOHNSON  objected  to  his  motion. 

Some  conversational  remarks  were  made  by 
Messrs.  BREESE,  BAGBY,  and  HANNEGAN, 
on  the  subject  of  the-practice  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  withdrew  his  objection,  and  the 
motion  to  reconsider  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  had  no  other  motive  but 
that  the  Senate  should  exercise  a  proper  caution 
before  they  adopted  a  resolution  of  this  character. 
The  Constitution  gave  the  President  a  right  to 
withhold  his  nominations  until  the  latter  part  of 
the  session.  There  was  no  precedent  for  a  request 
that  the  President  would  communicate  his  reasons 
for  not  doing  in  the  enrlier  stages  of  the  session 
what  he  had  a  right  to  do  at  any  time  previous  to 
the  adjournment  of  the  Senate.  This  resolution, 
therefore,  if  proper  to  be  offered  now,  might  have 
been  submitted  with  equal  propriety  on  the  second 
day  of  the  session.  If  the  Senate  had  a  right  to 
call  on  the  President  for  the  reasons  which  in- 
fluenced him  in  his  Executive  course,  he  had  the 
same  right  to  ask  for  the  reasons  which  operated 
on  the  Senate,  to  induce  this  body  to  reject  any  of 
his  nominations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special  order, 
and  the  further  discussion  of  Mr.  Johnson's  reso- 
lution was  postponed. 

AID  FOR  YUCATAN. 

The  special  order  being  the  bill  to  enable  the 
President  to  take  temporary  military  occupation 
of  Yucatan,  and  the  bill  being  under  consideration 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  then  rose  and  addressed  the 
Senate,  at  some  considerable  length  and  with  no 
little  animation,  in  favor  of  the  biU  as  reported  by 
the  committee.  When  the  bill  \yas  first  reported 
he  did  not  anticijiate  any  opposition,  but  since  it 
had  become  apparent  that  there  would  be,  he 
should  confine  himself  to  the  remarks  made  by  the 
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Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoun,]  and 
endeavor,  as  far  as  was  in  his  power,  to  answer, 
and  he  hoped  successfully,  all  his  objections.  Mr. 
H.  then  proceeded,  with  his  usual  fervor,  to  reply 
to  the  objections  of  Mr.  Calhoun  seriatiiyi,  as  de- 
rived from  the  remarks  of  that  gentleman,  on  the 
introduction  of  the  bill.  He  (Mr.  H.)  could  not 
discover,  after  the  closest  and  most  rigid  scrutiny, 
any  of  those  liidden  dangers  in  the  message  that 
had  been  suggested  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  but  not  designated;  but  he  did  discover 
that  Yucatan  appealed  to  this  country,  urging  it, 
by  every  tie  of  humanity  that  binds  man  to  man, 
to  save  her  from  destruction,  or  that  in  two  short 
months  she  must  cease  to  exist — that  tiie  whole 
white  population  must  be  swept  from  the  face  of 
the  earth.  The  commfttee  had  reported  a  bill 
strictly  in  accordance  with  the  message,  proposing 
to  allow  force  enough  to  drive  back  the  savage 
hordes  from  their  murderous  assaults  upon  the 
innocent  and  unoffending  inhabitants;  this  was  all 
the  bill  proposed,  and  neither  the  President  nor 
any  one  else  had  ever  dreamed  of  anything  but 
temporary  military  occupation.  He  would  not  pre- 
tend to  say  that  a  state  of  things  might  not  arise 
which  would  oblige  us  to  hold  the  country  perma- 
nently, and  he  should  not,  in  his  opinion,  be  acting 
fairly  or  candidly  if  he  avowed  that  under  no  cir- 
cumstances would  he  consent  to  a  permanent  occu- 
pation; that,  however,  was  his  private  opinion. 
Already  had  we  seen  that  one  of  the  most  formida- 
ble Powers  of  the  earth  was  hastening  with  race- 
horse speed  to  seize  the  Isthmus;  and  although 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  said  that 
England  in  her  present  condition  could  no  more 
seize  Yucatan  than  he  could,  they  had  the  most 
authentic  information  that  she  had  seized  Hon- 
duras and  the  Mosquito  country,  and  had  been 
advancing  her  tropps  upon  Yucatan,  under  the  guise 
of  taking  care  of  British  interests.  England  never 
had  enough  to  do  at  home  to  prevent  her  from 
accomplishing  any  mighty  designs  which  she  had 
in  anticipation.  Had  they  not  seen  in  the  late 
troubles  in  Europe,  where  thrones  had  been  de- 
molished "as  by  the  stroke  of  the  enchanter's 
■wand,"  England  had  remained  firm  and  immova- 
ble? Does  any  one  suppose  that  her  settlement 
near  Yucatan  was  brought  about  by  any  hope  of 
gain  to  her  citizens  from  a  miserable  traffic  in  dye- 
woods?  If  they  did  they  were  mistaken.  That 
nation  was  looking  to  secure  the  great  route  by 
the  Isthmus  to  the  Pacific,  which  would  give  her 
the  control  of  the  trade  of  the  East.  Let  her  get 
possession  of  Yucatan,  and  what  would  be  the 
effect  on  southern  interests?  Look  to  the  map, 
and  see  that  Yucatan  shakes  hands  almost  with 
Cuba;  let  her  then  obtain  Yucatan,  and  he  had  no 
more  doubt  that  she  would  get  possession  of  Cuba 
than  he  had  that  the  trees  would  sprout  and  the 
flowers  blossom  in  the  spring;  indeed,  at  this  very 
hour  had  they  possession  of  information  that  Eng- 
land was  endeavoring  to  obtain  that  fertile  island, 
and  that  once  effected,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  would 
become  a  mare  clauswn.  Cuba  was  said  to  be  the 
key,  and  with  Yucatan  she  would  have  both  lock 
and  key,  and  control  the  whole  outlet  of  the  vast 
Mississippi;  and  were  they  to  fold  their  arms 
quietly  and  see  Yucatan  and  Cuba  fall  into  the 
arms  of  England  ? 

Mr.  H.  went  on  to  allege  that  England  was  now, 
through  her  agents,  supplying  the  Indians  with 
muskets,  bearing  on  them  the  stamp  of  the  Tower 
of  London.  If  we  refuse  to  respond  to  this  call,' 
we  shall  also  stand  supine  while  England  seizes  on 
Cuba.  He  did  not  consider  that  this  measure 
could  be  regarded  as  inopportune  because  it  might 
give  offence  to  England.  He  did  not  believe  Eng- 
land would  take  offence  at  our  action,  and  if  she 
should,  he  did  not  care.  England  would  not  in- 
terfere with  any  country  in  which  we  had  planted 
our  foot.  Not  that  she  had  any  fear  of  us.  Fear 
was  not  an  element  in  the  English  character.  Did 
she  believe  that  her  honor  required  it,  although  she 
were  to  read  her  fate  written  in  the  book  of  doom, 
she  would  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  go  to  war  with 
.us,  or  with  any  other  country  on  earth. 

Mr.  11.  alluded  also  to  the  objections  Mr.  Cal- 
houn hall  made  to  the  policy  avowed  by  Mr.  Mon- 
roe in  his  message  of  182,'J,  touching  foreign  inter- 
ference on  this  continent,  and  desired  to  know  why 
it  was  that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  had 
taken  such  exceptions  to  it  now,  as  reiterated  by 
Mr.  Polk,  when  he  was  committed  to  it  while  in 
tlic  cabinet  of  Mr.  Monroe?     Was  it  not  of  m*e 


force  now  than  then,  when  England  had  seized,  by 
violence  or  fraud,  every  foot  of  land  which  she 
holds  south  of  Yucatan?  Mr.  H.  also  dwelt  on 
the  phantoms  of  debt  and  taxation  conjured  up  in 
the  brain  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina;  and 
insisted,  that  as  our  territories  were  extended,  all 
the  elements  of  strength  and  prosperity  were  like- 
wise increased,  and  that,  no  parallel  could  be  drawn 
between  the  kingdoms  of  England  and  France  and 
this  country,  as  there  was  no  similarity  between 
them.  He  drew  a  comparison  between  the  time 
of  Mr.  Monroe  with  the  present,  when  the  Sen- 
ator said  the  whole  cost  of  the  Government  did 
not  exceed  ten  millions  of  dollars.  At  no  period 
during  the  administration  of  that  President,  had 
the  population  reached  ten  millions;  now  it  might 
be  fairly  estimated  at  twenty-four  millions  of  souls. 
He  pointed  to  St.  Louis  and  New  Origins  as  being 
the  rivals  of  New  York — the  former  city,  during 
the  time  of  Mr.  Monroe,  a  mere  collection  of  huts 
for  the  Indian  trader.  He  pointed,  too,  to  Pitts- 
burg, to  Cincinnati,  with  the  hundred  thousand 
inhabitants,  and  the  vast  internal  commerce  of  the 
lakes,  which  had  literally  grown  up  since  that  lime, 
and  asked  if  that  was  not  something  to  show  for 
the  increase  of  expenditures  now  required? 

The  Senator  from  South- Carolina  had  said  he 
would  go  far  for  humanity.  What  could  humanity 
suggest  less  than  this  bill  proposed?  Food  and 
clothing  would  be  of  little  avail  without  arms.  He 
repeated  that  there  was  no  intention  to  do  more 
than  take  temporary  occupation  of  Yucatan.  It 
had  also  been  asserted  that  the  language  of  the 
message  went  beyond  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe. He  insisted,  on  the  contrary,  that  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's declaration  embraced  the  whole  of  the  two 
continents  of  America;  the  message  of  Mr.  Polk 
went  to  a  more  limited  extent,  as  it  only  looked  to 
North  America.  He  read  from  Mr.  Monroe's 
declaration  to  sustain  him  in  tliis  view.  But  he 
put  it  to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  how  he 
could  reconcile  it  to  his  own  consistency,  that  he 
sustained  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Monroe  at  the 
time  it  was  issued,  and  that  he  opposed  the  prin- 
ciple now.  He  stated  that  he  had  been  permitted 
to  have  an  interview  with  John  GLuincy  Adams, 
(on  whom  he  passed  an  eloquent  eulogy,)  in  which 
he  had  learned  that  that  distinguished  statesman 
was  the  author  of  that  declaration,  as  he  had  pre- 
pared it,  in  consequence  of  a  conversation  with 
Mr.  Monroe.  The  object  was  to  prevent  any  in- 
terference of  European  Powers,  not  by  war,  but 
by  negotiation.  When  this  declaration  was  com- 
municated to  the  foreign  ministers,  the  Britisli  min- 
ister instantly  protested  against  it.  All  the  other 
ministersacquiesced,  except  the  minister  from  Rus- 
sia, who  said  he  would  communicate  the  declara- 
tion to  his  Government, and  communicate  the  reply. 
Nothing,  however,  had  been  since  heard  from  Rus- 
sia. He  stated  these  facts,  to  prove  that  both  Mr. 
Monroe  and  Mr,  Adams  meant  something  by  this 
declaration  more  than  a  mere  sound.  He  conclu- 
ded with  reading  a  paragraph  from  the  message, 
to  show  that  nothing  more  than  a  temporary  occu- 
pation was  contemplated. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  took  the  ground  that  the  Pres- 
ident had  merely  suggested  the  employment  of  the 
troops  so  long  as  the  Mexican  war  should  continue, 
and  not  an  hour  longer.  The  President,  therefore, 
could  not  be  regarded  as  responsible  for  this  bill, 
which  went  beyond  his  suggestion,  inasmuch  as  it 
proposed  a  temporary  occupation,  and  the  word 
temporary  meant  just  so  long  as  might  be  conve- 
nient. He  viewed  the  bill  as  incompatible  with 
our  treaty  stipulations  with  Mexico,  which  provi- 
ded that  we  should  withdraw  our  troops  within  a 
designated  line.  After  the  ratification  of  this  treaty, 
Mexico  may  think  proper  to  resume  her  sovereign- 
ty over  Yucatan.  Can  Mexico  be  made  to  believe 
that  we  are  only  actuated  by  motives  of  humanity, 
and  that  our  real  object  is  not  to  scatter  our  treaty 
stipulations  to  the  winds?  It  should  also  be  recol- 
lected that  we  have  concluded  an  armistice  with 
Mexico.  Now,  will  not  that  armistice  be  violated 
the  moment  we  send  fresh  troops  into  Mexico  ?  He 
dwelt  on  the  cruelty  of  taking  our  troops,  debilita- 
ted by  the  climate  to  which  they  have  so  long  been 
exposed,  and  transporting  them  to  Yucatan.  Was 
it  possible  that  any  of  these  troops  would  ever  re- 
turn home  ? 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said  the  climate  about  Me- 
rida  was  very  wholesome. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  replied  that  the  way  to  it  pass- 
ed through  a  very  unhealthy  country,  as  was  the 


case  in  Mexico.  The  population  of  Yucatan  was 
I  said  to  be  about  500,000,  of  which  the  proportion 
of  whites  was  only  50,000.  He  cautioned  the  Sen- 
ate against  entering  into  another  Indian  war,  after 
the  experience  we  had  in  Florida,  and  while  we 
are  now  engaged  in  a  fight  with  the  Camanches. 
He  expressed  a  hope  that  the  true  object  of  this 
!  measure  was  not  to  raise  a  new  issue  for  the  next 
Presidential  election.  He  was  opposed  to  the  bill. 
If  we  are  to  act,  he  thought  we  ought  not  to  do  so 
until  we  had  obtained  the  consent  of  Mexico. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  said  that  the  Pres- 
ident had  proposed  nothing  beyond  the  temporary 
occupation  of  Yucatan.  Whenever  a  proper  time 
came,  he  was  ready  to  take  his  stand  against  the 
intervention  of  European  Powers.  But  that  did 
not  enter  into  this  question.  Yucatan  was  a  part 
of  Mexico,  and  he  was  willing,  on  the  ground  of 
humanity,  to  respond  to  the  request  of  Yucatan 
for  aid  in  her  present  difficulty  and  distress.  He 
said,  that  whenever  the  two  great  salient  points 
should  be  endangered  by  England,  whenever  Yu- 
catan and  Cuba  should  be  attempted  by  her,  he 
would  step  forward  to  oppose  her. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  put  the  case,  if  the  colored 
people  of  Cuba  should  rise  against  the  white  pop- 
ulation, and  they  should  call. on  England  for  as- 
sistance, would  the  Senator,  because  England 
granted  the  aid,  and  took  military  possession  of 
Cuba,  be  ready  to  make  war  with  England? 

Mr.  DAVIS  replied  in  the  affirmative.  On  the 
subject  of  the  armistice,  he  sait]  he  had  a  difficulty 
at  the  outset,  but  he  had  been  advised  that  the 
armistice  would  not  interfere.  He  believed  that  the 
armistice  would  expire  before  we  could  send  out  aid 
to  Yucatan.  He  had  no  proof  to  satisfy  him  that 
England  was  interfering  svith  the  Yucatanese.  He 
did  not  regard  the  fact  that  the  Indians  had  Tower 
muskets  as  any  evidence,  because  these  muskets, 
which  were  condemned  by  the  English  Govern- 
ment, in  consequence  of  the  improvement  in  those 
arms,  were  a  commodity  of  trade  common  through- 
out Mexico,  being  an  article  of  ordinary  traffic. 
He  desired  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  so 
as  to  make  it  merely  an  authority  to  raise  more 
volunteers  to  supply  the  place  of  such  of  our  pres- 
ent force  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  de- 
fence of  Yucatan. 

Mr.  D.  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
word  "  authorized,''  in  the  fourth  line,  down  to 
the  same  word  in  the  second  line  of  the  second 
section,  and  to  insert,  after  the  word  "  duty,"  in 
the  fifth  line,  the  following  words:  "  To  answer 
the  exigent  demand  for  the  immediate  presence  of 
a  portion  of  our  army  in  Yucatan." 

So  that  the  bill,  if  amended,  would  read: 

Be  it  enacted,  <Sc.,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to  accept 
tlie  services  of  an  equal  number  of  volunteer  troops  to  sup- 
ply the  place  of  such  as  may  he  withdrawn  from  their  pres- 
ent duty  to  answer  to  the  exigent  demand  for  the  immediate 
presence  of  a  portion  of  our  army  in  Yucatan  :  Provuled, 
Their  services  shall  be  required;  the  same  to  be  raised  for 
service  during;  the  war  with  Mexico,  agreeably  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  May  thirteenth,  eighteen  liundred  and 
forty-six,  and  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty- 
seven." 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.  Where,  then,  would  be 
the  authority  for  the  President  to  take  possession 
of  and  to  occupy  Yucatan? 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi.  He  would  derive 
his  authority  from  the  declaration  of  war  with 
Mexico.  It  is  on  the  ground  of  our  war  with 
Mexico  that  he  wished  to  place  this  measure. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  said  the  amendment  com- 
pletely changed  the  character  of  the  bill,  making  it 
merely  an  authority  to  raise  an  additional  foi'ce 
for  the  war  in  Mexico.  He  referred  to  the  diffi- 
culty which  the  chairman  of  the  Military  Commit- 
tee had  found  in  marching  along  at  the  head  of  his 
twenty  thousand  volunteers.  He  had  been  daily 
giving  the  word,  "  forward,  march!"  but  not  a 
step  liad  they  advanced.  This  amendment  cut 
loose  the  bill  from  the  suggestion  of  the  President. 
If  the  treaty  should  be  ratified,  these  troops  would 
not  be  required.  What,  then,  would  become  of 
the  people  of  Yucatan?  Besides,  the  object  of 
raising  troops  for  the  war  with  Mexico  is  to  put 
down  an  enemy.  How  was  this  object  to  be  ef- 
fected by  lending  aid  to  Yucatan,  who  is  our 
enemy?  He  thought  the  armistice  also  stood  in 
the  way.  The  civil  war  in  Yucatan  was  raging  at 
the  time  the  armistice  was  made,  and  prol)ably, 
had  it  been  intended  to  exclude  Yucatan,  it  would 
have  been  done  in  express  language.  The  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  he 
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presumed,  re<rnrded  this  measure  as  distinct  from 
the  war  in  Mexico.  If  so,  he  could  only  regard  it 
as  a  violation  of  the  principle  of  intervention  which 
we  laid  down  for  the  observance  of  all  other  na- 
tions. Other  nations  would  be  induced  to  create 
slight  pretexts,  on  which  they  would  justify  them- 
selves in  following  our  example.  This  might  lead 
to  a  slobbering  and  protracted  war  everywhere.  It 
would  add  to  the  number  of  the  unjust  wars  which 
had  agitated  the  world. 

He  stated  that  he  would  be  willing  to  render 
assistance  to  any  people  suffering  as  these  people 
are.  But  he  thought  we  should  be  cautious  how 
we  brought  such  a  measure  forward  as  a  part  of 
our  general  system  of  policy.  There  was  another 
point.  They  who  suffer  are  a  minority.  Were 
we  to  send  arms  and  armies  to  aid  the  minority  in 
putting  down  the  majority?  [Mr.  Hannegan. 
They  are  savages.]  for  three  hundred  years  this 
Government  has  ruled  the  country;  and  can  they 
come  to  us,  after  three  hundred  years,  and  t'  11  us 
these  are  savages,  without  incurring  an  imputation 
on  themselves?  What  misgovernment  must  have 
been  practised  to  keep  these  people  in  a  savage 
state!  But  it  was  not  so.  These  people  were  not 
slaves — there  was  a  law  in  existence  against  sla- 
very— they  were  citizens,  in  the  enjoyment  of  an 
equality  of  rights  and  privileges.  He  desired  much 
more  light  before  he  could  consent  to  vote  for  this 
bill.  He  would  rather  send  out  an  umpire,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  ascertain  where  the  right  lay. 
We  ought  to  be  judges  before  we  became  execu- 
tioners. He  would  willingly  do  everything  to 
rescue  the  people  of  Yucatan  from  the  murderous 
assaults  of  their  enemies.  But  he  could  not  but 
remember  that  for  three  hundred  years  these  peo- 
ple have  groaned  under  the  Spanish  yoke,  and 
what  oppressions  may  they  not  have  endured  to 
urge  them  to  their  dreadful  retaliations? 

There  were  no  fixed  limits  to  the  occupation  in 
the  bill.  How  long  may  it  be  before  the  vengeance 
of  these  Indians  will  be  satisfied?  How  long  will 
it  be  before  these  fifty  thousand  white  people  would 
be  able  to  make  head  against  their  enemies?  We 
must  make  a  permanent  military  settlement  there 
to  efiect  any  beneficial  result.  He  desired  infor- 
mation as  to  the  probable  extent  of  the  occupation, 
and  of  the  probable  cost,  in  order  that  he  might 
give  an  account  of  his  vote,  and  his  reasons  for  it, 
when  recpiired  by  his  constituents. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  made  a  brief  ex- 
planation in  reference  to  the  terms  of  the  armistice, 
which,  in  his  view,  excluded  the  wild  Indians  and 
bodies  of  troops  which  were  acting  without  au- 
thority. 

Mr.  FOOTE  thought  that  the  President  was  in 
a  most  unfortunate  piedicament  as  he  seemed  to 
have  failed  to  obtain  the  acquiescence  of  either 
party,  and  went  on  to  address  the  Senate  until  the 
liour  of  adjournment,  near  four  o'clock. 

[A  full  report  of  the  debate  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix.] 

'I'he  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  .May  6,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  offered  a 
resolution,  in  the  usual  form,  to  terminate  debate 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  settling 
the  claim  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Richard 
W.  Meade,  deceased,  after  the  House  has  again 
had  the  same  under  consideration  for  two  hours, 
if  not  sooner  disposed  of. 

Mr.  IJOWLIN  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table;  on  which  motion  41  voted  in  the  affirma- 
tive, and  4'J  in  the  negative,  being  less  than  a 
quoriuti. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  a  call  of  the 
House;  which  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  tlie  roll 
was  called  accordingly. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut — a  quorum 
having  been  found  present — moved  that  further 
proceedings  under  the  call  be  dispensed  with.  The 
motion  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  H3,  noes  3D. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
lay  the  resolution  of  iMr.  RocKwiii.i.  on  ilie  table, 
and  was  determined  in  the  negative:  Ayea  58 
noes  (jl. 

Tlic  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nayu; 
which  were  not  ordered, 


Mr.  McCLELLAND  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution, so  as  to  provide  that  the  debate  shall  ter- 
minate at  two  o'clock  on  Friday  next. 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  Messrs. 
ROCKWELL  of  Connecticut,  McCLELLAND, 
and  HOLMES  of  South  Carolina,  took  part,  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to,  by  a  vote  of  69  to  53. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted. 

PRIVATE  CALENDAR. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the^ 
Whole  on  the  private  calendar. 

xMr.  McCLERNAND  moved  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  for  tke  purpose  of  proceeding 
with  the  consideration  of  the  bounty-land  bill, 
which  bein"r  a  special  order,  he  contended,  took 
precedence  oT  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut,  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays,  as 
well  as  other  days. 

The  SPEAKER  decided,  that  according  to  the 
practice  of  the  House,  the  special  order  alluded  to 
would  not  take  precedence  on  private  bill  days. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  appealed  from  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Chair. 

The  question,  Will  the  House  sustain  the  de- 
cision of  the  Cl^^ir?  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Rockwell  was  then  agreed 
to,  and  tlie  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  House  on  the  private  calendar,  (Mr. 
Cabell  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  "  bill  for  settling  the  claim  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Richard  W.  Meade,  deceased." 

Mr.  BOWLIN  and  Mr.  MARVIN  participated 
in  the  debate  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  PUTNAM  offered  the  following  amendment 
in  lieu  of  the  first  section,  and  spoke  in  its  support:    ■ 

"  That  tlie  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  be,  and  hereby  is, 
auttiorized  to  examine  any  claims  arj?ing  on  coniracts 
which  Kiciiard  W.  Meade  had  on  the  22d  of  Februafy,  1819, 
and  as  the  same  then  existed  against  the  Guvermiient  o(' 
.'^paiii,  and  determine  iiy  conijiutiMit  testimony,  and  as  full 
as  that  required  in  support  of  elainis  before  the  board  of 
comiiiis>i()ijeis  under  the  Florida  treaty,  the  balance  due, 
if  aiiythiii<;,  to  said  Meade.  'J'he  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  Slates  shall  alti.'iid  the  said  examiiiatiim  on  the  part 
of  this  Government,  and  be  permitted  to  otl'er  any  couiiier- 
evidence  tending  te  defeat  Ilie  said  claims  or  reduce  the 
amount  thereof." 

Mr.  WOODWARD  next  obtained  the  floor,  but 
gave  way  to  '  ! 

iMr.  SAWYER,  who  moved  that  the  committee  ! 
rise.     Agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  56  to  24. 

The  committee  accorUmgly  rose  and  reported 
progress. 

Tlie  House  then  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Virginia:  The  petition  of  the 
citizens  of  Ritchie  county,  Virginia,  for  a  post-route. 

Hy  Mr.  GUGGIN  ;  'i  he  petition  of  Robert  Hare  and  202 
other  citizens  of  Pliiladelphia,  retiioiistrating  a^'ainsl  the 
course  pursued  by  the  Camden  and  Aiiiboy  llailioad  Com- 
pany in  the  iranspoilaliou  of  passengers,  and  ashing  for  the 
survey  ol  apo^t-route  and  coii>truclion  ofaiailroad  between 
the  cities  oi  New  York  and  Piiiladelpliia. 

Iiy  Mr.  EDWARDS:  The  memorial  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  convened  in  baltiniore  on  May  1,  ask- 
ing for  the  pa.ssa»e  of  stringent  and  ellictive  laws  for  pre- 
venting the  iiniiortiition  of  adulterated  drugs,  medicines,  and 
cheniiials  used  in  the  practice  of  iiiedicinc. 

By  Mr.  DUNCAN:  The  memorial  of  John  Poe. 
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Mr.  CABELL  (objection  being  made)  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  move  to 
make  the  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  settle- 
ment by  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  trea.s- 
ury,  and  payment  of  the  expense*  of  the  United 
States  shi|)  Macedonian,  on  her  recent  voyage  to 
Ireland  and  Scotland,  the  special  order  of  the  day 
for  Tuesday  of  next  week,  and  until  dis[)osed  of. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  House  refused  to 
suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  (objection  being  made) 
moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  offer 
a  resolution  to  rescind  a  resolution  [lassed  by  the 
House  on  the  iiOth  of  March  last,  providing  for  the 
distribution  of  documents  to  clerks  of  the  county 
courts. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended; and,  under  tiie  operation  of  the  previous 
question,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 


Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  resolution  just  passed,  and  briefly  and 
warmly  vindicated  the  justice  and  propriety  of  the 
original  resolution.  He  referred  to  objections 
which  had  been  made,  and  maintained  that  it 
would  be  equal  in  its  operation,  and  that  its  effect 
would  be  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  clerks  of  the 
counties  a  copy  of  each  of  the  documents  printed 
by  order  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  where 
they  could  be  consulted  by  the  whole  people,  and 
where,  in  a  few  years,  would  be  collected  a  valua- 
ble amount  of  information,  accessible  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  constituting  public  property;  whereas  the 
documents,  as  soon  as  they  now  left  the  House 
under  the  franks  of  members,  became  private  prop- 
erly. Of  how  much  value  would  not  be  a  collec- 
tion of  all  the  public  documents  printed  by  order 
of  the  House  for  the  last  twenty  years!  Such  a 
collection,  from  this  time  forward,  would  be  at- 
tained at  a  very  trifling  expense  under  the  resolu- 
tion, if  it  were  allowed  to  stand. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  briefly  contended  that  the 
resolution  which  it  was  proposed  to  rescind  would 
be  unequal  in  its  operation,  impracticable,  and  un- 
necessary. Each  member,  he  argued,  was  best 
qualified  to  judge  to  what  part  of  his  own  district 
the  public  documents  should  be  sent;  and  if  the 
clerks  of  the  counties  were  the  proper  persons, 
they  would  receive  them.  As  for  the  general  read- 
ing of  them  at  the  clerks'  oflices  contended  for  by 
the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  he  thought  a  law 
office  was  the  last  place  to  which  the  farmers  would 
be  likely  to  resort  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  DICKEY  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  PETTIT  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  matter  was  disposed  of,  and  the  original 
resolution  was  rescinded. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  (objection  being  made,) 
moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  in  order  to  move  to 
take  up  and  make  the  special  order,  after  the  spe- 
cial orders  already  made  shall  have  been  disposed 
of,  except  for  Fridays  and  Saturdays,  the  bill  grant- 
ing to  the  Alabama,  Florida,  and  Georgia  Railroad 
Company  the  alternate  sections  of  the  public  lands 
along  the  route  of  their  contemplated  road,  on  cer- 
tain conditions. 

-The  question  being  taken,  the  rules  were  not 
suspended. 

BOUNTY-LAND  BILL. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  said  there  was  a 
special  order  on  the  calendar,  the  debate  on  which 
the  House  had  decided  shou'ld  be  terminated  to- 
day at  two  o'clock.  He  alluded  to  the  bounty- 
land  bill,  which  was  of  some  importance  to  many 
of  them;  on  which,  therefore,  he  moved  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  and  ordered 
on  that  motion;  and,  being  taken,  resulted  thus: 
Yeas  117,  nays  33. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  HiLLTARD  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  following  bill: 
A  BILL  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  raise,  for  a  lim- 
ited lime,  an  additional  military  force,  and  for  otlier  pur- 
poses," approved  February  11,  1847. 

}ie  it  cvactcif,  ^'c.  That  every  non-commissioned  officer, 
private,  or  musician  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  wlio 
lias  been,  or  who  may  hereafter,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  present  war  with  Mexico,  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
commissioned  officer,  and  who,  if  such  promotion  had  riot 
taken  place  would  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  entilleil 
to  receive  from  the  War  Department  a  certificate  or  warrant 
for  public  land,  or  treasury  scrip  in  lieu  thereof,  under  the 
ninth  section  of  the  act  of  which  this  is  an  amendment, 
shall,  notwithstanding  such  promotion,  bo  entitled  to  receive 
.said  warrant  or  certificate,  or  treasury  scrip  in  lieu  thereof, 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  such  promotion  liad  not  taken 
place  :  Provided,  That  all  the  recjuisites  of  the  ninth  section 
of  the  act  aiiproved  February  llj  1S47,  shall  have  been  faith- 
fully complied  with:  Jlnd  provided,  JHrther,  Tliat  the  pro- 
visions of  the  said  ninth  section  shalf  be  as  applicable  to  land 
warrants  or  certificates  issued  under  this  act  as  to  tlio.oe  that 
might  lie  issued  in  virtue  ofsai(l  nimli section.  Froviilcd,  fur- 
ther, 'I'hat  they  shall  have  been  elected  or  promoted  after 
reaching  the  seat  of  war. 

The  pending  question  was  on  an  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Mississippi,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  .Iml  he  it  further  enacted,  Tlmt  the  bfinefits  and  rights 
conferred  bv  the  ninth  section  of  the  above  rcciled  act  upon 
the  sol(liers"cng,iged  in  the  present  war  with  Mexico  be,  and 
tli('  same  ;ire  lierebv,  so  cxii'iided  that  each  noncomniission- 
ed  officer,  musician,  aiul  private  of  the  regular  army,  or  of 
any  company  of  volunteers,  rangers,  or  militia  who  served  in 
thtyndian  war  in  the  Northwest  Territory,  prior  to  the.  treaty 
of  Grconville,  in  171)5,  or  who  served  during  the  late  war 
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with  Groat  Britiiin  for  iwelve  months  or  more,  and  waslion- 
oriihly  (liscliarged,  and  wlio  lias  not  received  a  bounty  of 
land  by  virtue  of  any  law  Iteretoforo  passed,  sliall  lie  entitled 
to  and  receive  a  warrant  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
\land  ;  and  such  non-commissioned  oflieer,  musician,  and 
private  of  any  company  of  volunteer<i  or  militia,  who  actu- 
ally served  for  six  monlhs  in  the  said  Indian  war,  or  in  tlie 
said  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  was  honorably  discharged, 
shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive  a  warrant  for  eighty  acres  of 
land  ;  the  bounties  of  land  herein  granted  shall  be  subject 
to  the  same  rules  of  descent,  and  be  located  in  the  same 
manner  and  with  the  same  restrictions  as  are  now  provided 
ill  the  said  above  recited  act." 

Mr.  VINTON,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor 
from  a  preceding  day,  said  the  amendment  to  the 
bill  now  under  consideration  proposed,  in  the  first 
place,  to  give  land  bounties  to  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  served  in  the  campaigns  of  1792  and 
1793,  or  in  what  were  commonly  called  the  Indian 
campaigns  in  the  western  country,  and  also  to 
give  a  bounty  to  all  the  militia  called  into  the  piib- 
lic  service  during  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain, 
for  periods  of  six  and  twelve  months.  This,  aside 
from  the  establishment  of  a  new  principle,  was,  as 
he  thought,  a  proposition  of  vastly  more  import- 
ance than  at  the  iirst  view  would  seem  to  belong 
to  it. 

Permit  him  to  remaik  in  the  outset,  that  he  re- 
garded this  proposition,  together  with  one  or  two 
others  which  have  been  presented  to  this  House 
during  the  last  ten  days  or  two  weeks,  as  equiva- 
lent to  a  proposition  to  surrender  up  the  whole  of 
the  public  domain  of  this  country  to  the  hands  of 
those  who  may  think  proper  to  speculate  in  the 
public  lands.  They  would  require  to  satisfy  them 
a  quantity  of  land  as  great,  or  nearly  as  great,  as 
all  the  land  that  had  been  sold  by  this  Govern- 
ment in  every  part  of  the  country  from  the  found- 
ation of  the  Government  down  to  this  day.  He 
was  inclined  to  think  this  House  did  not  know 
what  it  was  asked  to  do  on  this  subject.  When 
they  remembered  that  the  public  domain  of  this 
country  was  worth  at  this,  moment  at  least  one 
thousand  millions  of  dollars,  it  was  of  some  con- 
sequence at  least,  that  before  they  legislated  upon 
a  subject  of  this  importance  they  should  weigh 
well  what  they  were  about  to  do.  There  was  no 
gentleman  in  this  House  more  willing  than  he  was 
to  do  whatever  was  proper  to  be  done  by  way  of 
compensating  those  who  had  exposed  themselves 
in  defence  of  their  country,  but  still  he  thought 
that  in  such  matters  there  should  be  some  rule, 
some  principle,  some  time  somewhere  fixed,  that 
the  door  at  some  time  might  be  closed  against  such 
legislation.  No  gentleman  that  he  Jiad  heard 
speak  on  the  pi-oposition  before  the  committee 
had  undertaken  to  say  that  this  Government  was 
under  any  obligation  to  grant  these  bounties.  No 
gentleman  had  widertak'en  to  say  that  they  had 
been  ever  promised  by  the  counliy  to  those  sol- 
diers who  enlisted  in  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain;  but  it  had  been  shown  by  the  gentleman 
from  Michigan,  who  addressed  the  House  the 
other  day,  that  at  that  time  the  proposition  was 
made  to  give  bounties,  and  after  consideration  of 
the  subject,  a  bill  to  grant  bounties  was  passed, 
but  it  was  repealed  again  in  a  single  week. 

Well,  what  was  this  pi-oposition?  It  was  a 
proposition  to  give  bounties  to  armies  raised  sixty 
years  ago,  or  nearly  so;  and  to  armies  raised  a 
quarter  of  a  century  ago,  and  half  a  quarter  of  a 
century  iflore.  The  subject  of  rewarding  those 
men  came  up  as  a  matter  of  course  for  considera- 
tion ,  when  they  were  called  into  the  public  service. 
The  Government  had  the  land  at  that  time,  which 
could  have  been  given  to  them  if  it  had  been  thought 
proper;  and  yet,  with  a  full  view  of  and  on  a  proper 
consideration  of  the  subject  at  that  time,  the  Gov- 
ernment thought  proper  to  withhold  it.  And  when 
laws  were  passed  on  full  consideration,  for  the 
employment  of  rrien  in  the  public  service  in  any 
form  or  shape,  unless  there  was  some  great  and 
-important  reason  to  the  contrary — unless  it  could 
be  shown  that  some  mistake  had  been  made  by 
those  who  had  gone  before  us,  public  policy  seemed 
to  require  that  we  should  pause  before  we,  at  this 
late  day,  engaged  in  such  legislation  as  was  now 
proposed.  We  had  now  the  Mexican  war  on  our 
hnnils,  and  we  had  made  some  provision,  after  full 
debate  of  the  consequences  to  grow  out  of  it,  for 
the  soldiers  serving  in  Mexico.  Well,  now,  sup- 
pose that  some  sixty  years  hence  some  genllctrian 
should  get  up  and  say  to  the  Congress  then  silting 
in  this  Hall,  "  the  Congress  sitting  here  sixty  years 
ago  did  not  do  its  duty  to  those  Mexican  soldiA|s, 
and  fherefore  it  is  our  duty  to  order  that  monly 


and  lands  or  something  else  shall  be  given  to  them 
that  survive,  and  not  to  them  only,  but  to  their 
children  and  descendants."  How  would  such  a 
proposition  differ  from  the  present?  This  Congress 
doubtless  thought  it  was  competent,  when  it  had 
all  the  facts  before  it,  and  possessed  a  knowledge 
of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  decide  cor- 
rectly what  ought  to  be  done,  as  well  certainly  as 
any  gentleman  sixty  or  even  forty  or  thirty  years 
hence.  He  held  that  the  business  of  legislation, 
as  well  as  of  adjudication,  and  everything  else  for 
one  generation,  should  be  done  by  that  generation. 
Eveiy  generation  must  legislate  for  itself.  It  must 
do  its  "own  work.  Public  policy  required  that 
every  generation  should  do  its  own  work  as  it  went 
along.  There  was  an  evident  impropriety,  when 
a  generation  had  passed  away,  and  one  or  two 
succeeding  generations,  from  some  notion  of  bie- 
nevolence,  thus  to  give  away  the  public  treasure — 
for  property  was  money.  He  desired  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  the  fact,  that  neither 
during  the  war  of  the  American  Revolution,  which 
was  fought  chiefly  by  the  militia  that  was  then 
called  into  the  service,  nor  during  the  last  war,  nor 
at  any  time  prior  to  this  present  Mexican  war,  had 
there  ever  been  a  land  bounty  granted  to  those  who 
had  served  their  country  as  militia.  If  Congress 
should  pass  this  bill,  and  thereby  should  say  that 
they  would  grant  bounties  to  those  who  served 
during  the  Indian  wars  of  1792  and  1793,  and  those 
who  served  during  the  last  war,  for  twelve  or  six; 
months,  was  there  any  gentleman  there  who  could 
tell  him  why  they  should  not  go  back  to  the  war 
of  the  American  Revolution,  when  the  militia 
served  as  long  or  longer  than  either  of  these  periods, 
when  their  services  were  as  valuable,  and  when 
everybody  knew  they  were  not  paid,  for  the  coun- 
try was  not  then  able  to  pay?  Yea,  that  was  the 
distinguishing  feature  of  those  who  served  during 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  whereas  all  those  em- 
braced in  the  proposition  before  the  committee 
had  been  paid. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  interposed 
to  explain.  I'he  reason  why  he  had  not  gone  back 
to  the  period  of  the  Revolution  was,  that  all  the 
revolutionary  soldiers  had  been  provided  for  by 
pensions,  and  he  had  no  desire  to  interfere  with 
the  pension  system. 

Mr.  VINTON  asked  if  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi meant  to  say  that  all  the  soldiers  of  the 
Revolution  had  received  pensions  ?  The  gentleman 
could  not  mean  that.  Those  only  had  received 
pensions  who  had  been  spared  and  continued  alive 
down  to  1832.  All  those  who  died  during  the  first 
quarter  or  half  century  after  the  Revolution  had  had 
no  pensions:  they  hadreceivedneither  bounty  lands 
nor  money,  nor  had  their  heirs  received  any  for 
their  services.  And  were  there  any  services  ren- 
dered that  were  more  valuable  than  those  of  the 
Arnerican  Revolution  ?  And  yet  those  soldiers  were 
the  only  troops  that  had  died  without  receiving  any 
pay,  and  whose  children  aod  grandchildren  were 
now  spread  over  this  wide  land,  each  of  whom  had 
as  good  a  claim  as  many  for  whom  gentlemen  de- 
sired to  make  provision  by  this  bill:  not  that  he 
wished  any  legislation  for  them  when  two  genera- 
tions had  passed  away.  But  he  asked  again,  if 
they  adopted  this  proposition,  could  any  gentle- 
man rise  up  and  say  he  would  refuse  to  give  the 
same  bounties  to  those  who  served  during  the  war 
of  the  Amei'ican  Revolution  ? 

Mr.  McCLERNAND.  Does  the  gentleman 
affirm  that  none  of  the  States  granted  bounties  of 
land  to  their  militia  who  served  in  the  revolution- 
ary war?  If  so,  he  is  mistaken.  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina  more  particularly  provided  for  their 
militia  in  a  most  liberal  and  munificent  manner. 
These  States  granted  bounties  of  land  to  their  rev- 
olutionary soldiers.  Connecticut  reserved  a  large 
quantity  of  land,  which  she  preferred  to  apply  Ibr 
the  support  of  schools.  So  the  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken. 

Mr.  VINTON  replied,  that  some  of  those  States 
might  have  given  bounties  to  their  troops,  but  that 
did  notaffect  the  argument  he  was  making.  Where 
did  the  larger  proportion  of  troops  come  from  during 
the  war  of  the  Revolution  ?  From  New  England, 
New  York,  and  Pennsylvania;  and  he  undertook 
to  say  that  north  of  the  Potomac  no  reservations 
were  made  when  the  public  lands  were  relinquish- 
ed for  the  soldiers  of  the  American  Revolution. 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia  made  such  reserva- 
tions, he  admitted;  but  New  York,  and  Massachu- 
sell&,  and  other  States  which  had  claims  equally 


valid,  relinquished  their  lands  without  reservation. 
But  he  would  not  dwell  on  this  point.  He  intend- 
ed merely  .to  state  the  question;  and  he  asserted 
that  they  could  not  give  bounty  lands  to  the  militia 
that  were  embraced  in  the  amendment,  and  equita- 
bly withhold  bounties  from  the  militia  who  served 
during  the  American  Revolution. 

But  why,  he  would  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi,  stop  at  six  months? 

Mr.  THOMPSON  was  understood  to  say  that 
he  had  followed  the  precedents  which  had  been 
set  by  the  friends  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  VINTON.  Why,  a  succeeding  Congress 
might  come  and  say  that  they  had  not  done  half 
enough,  and  that,  instead  ofstoppingatsix  months, 
they  should  have  stopped  at  three  months.  But  to 
proceed.  Why  should  they  not  include  the  mili- 
tia employed  in  the  Black  Hawk  war?  Why  not 
include  those  who  served  in  the  Florida  war?  Why 
not  include  those  who  sustained  the  honorand  glory 
of  the  country  on  the  lakes  and  the  ocean?  Why 
should  our  sailors  and  marines  be  shut  out?  If  this 
proposition  were  agreed  to,  every  other  person 
who  had  rendered  service  in  defence  of  the  country 
should  also  be  provided  for  by  bounty  lands,  even 
down  to  service  for  a  single  month.  The  man  wh-o 
served  for  one  month  suffered  as  much,  and  per- 
haps more,  than  some  others.  His  loss  of  crops 
would  perhaps  be  as  great  by  one  month's  service 
as  six  months. 

Now,  then,  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi, 
[Mr.  Thompson,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  McClernand,]  had  stated  to  the  committee 
that  the  proposition  in  this  bill  would  be  satisfied, 
probably,  by  some  six  or  seven  millions  of  acres 
of  the  public  domain.  Only  from  six  to  seven 
millions !  an  amount  equal  to  allthe  bounties  ever 
granted  by  this  Government  for  the  entii-e  amount 
of  military  services  rendered  during  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  and  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain. 
But,  instead  of  being  confined  to  that,  the  bill  estab- 
lished a  principle  which,  once  adopted,  would  ad- 
mit of  no  stopping-place  until  a  bounty  should 
have  been  provided  for  every  man  who  at  any 
time,  or  for  any  period,  had  done  military  service. 
Instead  of  seven  millions  of  acres,  it  involved  an 
appropriation  which  forty  millions  of  acres  would 
not  satisfy. 

He  had  understood  from  the  intelligent  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  (and 
he  stated  the  fact  here,  lest  that  gentlema^n,  as 
was  too  probable,  might  fail  to  obtain  the  floor) 
that  he  had  found,  on  examination,  that  three 
hundred  and  eighty  thousand  men  had  served,  for 
a  longer  or  shorter  period,  during  the  last  war 
alone.  How  many  had  done  service  during  the 
Revolution  none  could  even  conjecture.  From  this 
one  fact  the  committee  would  be  able  to  see  some- 
thing of  the  consequences  of  adopting  measures  like 
that  proposed. 

Again  :  he  objected  to  the  amendment  in  conse- 
quence of  thef  principle  it  went  to  establish.  It  was 
proposed  to  throw  open  the  land  offices  of  the 
country  to  every  soldier  who  obtained  a  warrant, 
just  as  if  his  certificate  was  so  much  money  in 
hand.  Once  adopt  an  arrangement  like  this,  and 
there  was  an  end  at  once  to  the  landed  bran^ih  of 
the  public  revenue.  The  revenue  was  derived 
from  two  sources — the  customs  and  the  public 
domain.  From  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  this 
Government  had  already  derived  one  hundred  and 
twenty  millions  of  dollars. 

■  [The  House  being  here  in  some  confusion,  Mr. 
V.  observed,  that  as  he  perceived  the  committee 
were  not  disposed  to  listen  to  him,  he  did  not  de- 
sire longer  to  intrude  himself  upon  their  attention. 
And  he  took  his  seat.  Cries  of"Goon;""go 
on  !"  from  all  quarters.  The  order  of  the  commit- 
tee being  in  some  measure  restored,  he  was  pre- 
vailed on  to  proceed.] 

He  had  been  observing  that  the  measure  pro- 
posed, if  it  should  be  adopted,  must  inevitably  put 
an  end  to  that  branch  of  the  public  revenue  which 
was  derived  from  the  public  lands. 

If  this  amendment  should  pass  into  a  law,  what 
would  happen  ?  Immediately  men  who  had  money 
in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  who  understood 
the  process  of  land  jobbing,  would  hire  agents  just 
as  a  man  who  had  capital  in  Connecticut  hired 
men  to  go  about  the  country  and  peddle  tin,  who 
would  spread  themselves  in  all  quarters  and  hunt 
up  old  men  who  had  .^ierved  in  Harniar's  and 
Wayne's  campaigns,  or  their  widows  or  descend- 
ants, and  would  buy  up  their  claims  for  a  song, 
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and  then  enter  the  land.  If  this  sacrifice  of  the 
public  domain  was  to  inure  to  thS  benefit  of  the 
soldiers  who  had  fought  for  the  country,  the  pro- 
ce'edin°:,  whatever  might  be  thought  of  its  policy, 
would  be  less  objectionable:  but  who  did  not  know 
that  in  all  these  cases  of  donations  of  land  it  was 
not  the  soldier  who  got  the  benefit?  Who  was  so 
ignorant  of  the  past  as  to  hope  such  a  result?  It 
was  the  speculator  who  ever  got  the  lion's  §hare, 
while  the  man  who  had  done  the  service  and  borne 
the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day  got  but  a  mere 
pittance  of  what  was  given  as  a  reward  to  him. 
Everybody  knew  that  the  standing  market  price  of 
the  land  bounties  granted  in  the  last  war  was  jjSO; 
and  two  years  ago,  when  it  had  been  proposed  in 
Congress  to  provide  bounty  lands  for  our  soldiers 
serving  in.  this  Mexican  war,  it  was  declared  in 
debate,  and  none  disputed  it,  that  unless  some 
measure  was  adopted  to  fix  the  value  of  land  war- 
rants as  a  saleable  commodity,  their  price  in  the 
market  would  inevitably  run  down  to  little  or  noth- 
in°;.  As  a  means  of  guarding  against  this  evil,  he 
had  himself  proposed  that  the  Government  should 
issue  certificates  of  stock  for  ijJlOO  bearing  interest 
at  six  per  cent.;  and  should  then  grant  the  return- 
ing soldier  his  option  to  take  his  reward  either  in 
land  or  in  stock:  this  would  effectually  prevent  land 
warrants  from  depreciating  much  below  that  point: 
and  those  warrants,  in  point  of  fact,  stood  at  about 
that  price  now.  He  had  recently  seen  a  notice  in 
a  New  York  paper  of  warrants  to  be  had  at  i$95. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  stated  that  he  had  re- 
cently learned  that  they  were  worth  ;^124. 

Mr.  VINTON,  resuming,  said  that,  on  the  other 
hand,  one  gentleman  near  him  had  just  informed 
them  that  they  had  recently  been  sold  at  ^40;  and 
another  added  that  he  had  seen  them  sold  by  thou- 
sands in  New  Orleans  at  §60.  It  was  always  so. 
These  certificates  were  always  a  commodity  in  the 
hands  of  speculators  and  land  jobbers. 

Whenever  a  law  was  proposed  for  land  bounties, 
nothing  was  heard  in  that  Hall  but  the  services 
and  hardships  of  "the  poor  soldier" — his  patriot- 
ism and  his  sacrifices  were  the  theme  of  many 
pathetic  speeches,  and  the  obligations  of  public 
gratitud*  were  urged  with  a  burning  zeal:  not  a 
word  was  said  about  the  speculators.  It  was 
usually  pressed  on  the  House  under  the  pretext 
that  the  effect  of  such  grants  would  be  to  settle  the 
country;  it  would  do  no  such  thing;  not  one  sol- 
dier in  fifty  entitled  to  these  bounties  ever  saw  his 
land  or  set  his  foot  within  a  hundred  miles  of  it. 
The  grant  always  went  to  the  benefit  of  somebody 
else,  and  the  land  remained  as  it  was  before. 

The  measure  now  so  warmly  urged  upon  the 
House  would  practically  amount  to  a  total  sur- 
render of  the  public  lands.  It  was  true  we  had 
granted  land  bounties  for  the  soldiers  of  the  Revo- 
lution and  those  who  had  served  in  the  last  war; 
but  there  was  this  wide  distinction  between  those 
bounties  and  those  in  the  bill — the  former  warrants 
were  all  to  be  satisfied  out  of  a  designated  tract; 
the  lands  lay  in  a  body,  within  certain  prescribed 
metes  and  bounds;  the  revolutionary  land  war- 
rants were  to  be  located  on  a  particular  tract  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  while  those  of  the  last  war  lay  in 
the  States  of  Missouri,  Mississippi,  and  Arkansas, 
within  certain  linnits  in  each  of  those  States  laid 
down  and  specific;!  in  the  law.  But  in  this  case, 
there  was  no  such  specification;  the  warrants  were 
to  be  receivable  in  all  the  land  offices  of  the  Union; 
and  it  required  no  prophet  to  perceive  that  if  each 
of  these  offices  was  not  converted  into  a  broker's 
shop,  there  would  speedily  be  found  such  a  shop 
not  far  from  the  door  where  these  warrants  would 
be  bought  u[).  The  purchaser  was  required  by 
law  to  pay  for  his  lands  in  gold  and  silver.  He 
came  with  ^200  in  hard  cash  to  enter  a  farm 
for  himself  and  his  sons,  but  he  would  be  very 
soon  tipped  on  the  elbow  by  a  man  who  would 
offer  him  a  warrant  tliat  would  get  him  the  same 
amount  of  land  for  S,1H0,  or  possibly  for  fJ160,and 
the  broker  who  made-  this  offctr  would  at  the  same 
time  pocket  probably  $120  by  the  operation.  That 
was  the  way  this  thing  would  go.  A  gentleman 
near  him  said  it  was  going  so  now  in  rcard  to 
warrants  issued  for  the  present  war.  This  result 
liad  been  foretold  at  the  time  the  law  was  passed 
but  the  law  was  all  for  the  benefit  of  "  ihe  poor 
soldier."  A  (gentleman  from  Tonnessce  assured 
liim  that  the  grants  under  this  amendment  would 
amount  to  fifty-one  millions  of  acres. 

Mr.  McCLKRNAND  here  interposed,  and  (the 
floor  being  yielded  him  for  explanation)  went  on 


to  observe,  that  the  gentleman  who  made  that 
statement  was  mistaken.  Mr.  McC.  held  in  his 
hand  an  official  report,  which  gave  the  total  num- 
ber of  the  militia  who  served  during  the  last  war. 
They  were  given  by  classes;  and  the  total  number 
ainounied  to  69,897;  and  the  land,  at  this  estimate, 
would  amount  but  to  6,138,000.  He  felt  confident 
that  this  estimate  was  very  nearly  correct. 

Mr.  EMBREE  said,  that  if  the  amendment 
should  become  a  law,  only  one-fiftieth  part  of  the 
public  lands  now  surveyed  would  go  to  the  sol- 
diers for  whom  these  bounties  were  proposed. 

Mr.  VINTON,  resuming,  said  it  was  perfectly 
immaterial  to  him  which  statement  was  right. 
Begin  once  to  grant  bounties  on  the  principle  of 
this  amendment,  and  you  could  not  stop  short  of 
every  man  who  had  served  in  the  Revolution,  and 
m  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  Black 
Hawk  war,  and  even  those  who  had  served  upon 
the  ocean.  Adopt  the  principle,  and  there  was  an 
end  of  this  branch  of  the  revenue. 

But  further:  could  Congress  adopt  the  proposed 
measure  without  a  violation  of  the  national  faith? 
When  we  made  the  late  loan  of  twenty-three  mil- 
lions, the-Government  pledged  to  the  public  credi- 
tor these  very  lands  as  his  security.  He  knew 
that  it  had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois, [Mr.  McClernand,]  that  in  this  he  was  mis- 
taken; that  the  pledge  made  by  the  Government 
covered  only  the  actual  sales  of  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND.  Under  the  ordinary  ad- 
ministration of  our  land  system. 

Mr.  VINTON.  Yes:  under  the  ordinary  ad- 
ministration of  our  land  system.  But  what  was 
this  ordinary  administration?  The  United  States 
had  forty  land  offices  for  the  sale  of  its  lands  under 
ceriaiji  provisions  of  law,  perfectly  well  known  and 
understood.  It  said  to  the  creditor  who  loaned 
his  money,  "  Here  is  our  land  system,  as  estab- 
lished by  law  and  administered  under  it;  you  shall 
have  the  result  for  your  security."  These  land 
sales  had  heretofore  brought  us  one  hundred  and 
twenty  millions  of  dollars.  Now,  if  this  were  a 
private  transaction  between  two  citizens,  and  one  I 
had  loaned  his  money  to  the  other  on  this  under-  | 
standing,  and  the  borrower  should,  after  that,  ! 
make  such  a  disposition  of  his  lands  as  to  put  a 
stop  to  the  sale  of  them,  what  would  a  chancellor 
say  to  the  transaction?  If,  after  borrowing  money 
on  such  pledges,  the  Government  entered  into  a 
new  arrangement  of  its  public  domain,  such  as 
should  put  an  end  to  the  operation  of  its  former 
land  system,  or  suspended  that  operation,  would  it 
not  be  a  palpable  violation  of  our  engagement? 

And  now,  he  would  ask,  was  the  existing  state 
of  the  country  such  that  we  could  spare  this  branch 
of  the  revenue?  That  was  the  question  which  pre- 
sented itself;  for  if  this  scheme  went  into  ellect, 
that  source  of  revenue  must  be  dried  up.  Could 
we  dispense  with  it?  We  were  in  the  midst  of  an 
expensive  war.  True,  we  hope  for  peace;  but  if 
we  should  not  get  peace,  then  the  war  must  go  on 
at  the  rate  of  some  sixty  millions  a  year.  To  meet 
this,  we  must  take  up  loans  to  the  amount  of  thirty 
or  forty  millions  per  annum.  But  suppose  we 
should  get  peace,  then  we  should  have  to  settle  up 
the  expenses  of  the  whole  contest,  and  see  how  we 
stood,  and  where  we  found  ourselves.  If  we  had 
to  bring  home  the  army  and  pay  Mexico  twenty 
millions  for  New  Mexico  and  California,  we  should 
have  on  our  hands  a  public  debt  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  millions,  drawing  an  interest  of  six  or 
seven  millions.  Besides,  our  treaty  guarantees 
would  require  an  increase  of  our  standing  army  to 
protect  the  Mexicans.  Besides,  we  should  then 
have  an  extension  of  our  territory,  and  more  of  it 
to  g'uard,  so  that  there  could  be  no  hope  of  ever 
getting  back  to  our  former  peSice  establishment. 

A  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  of  great 
knowledge  and  experience  on  all  military  subjects, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Military 
Alfaiis  in  the  Senate,  had  given  it  as  his  opinion 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  reduce  our  standing 
army  below  twenty  thousand  men.  He  (Mr.  V.) 
did  not  pretend  to  have  any  very  accurate  acquaint- 
ance with  (hose  subjects,  but  he  gave  the  ojjinion 
of  one  who  had. 

On  the  whole  case,  he  came  to  the  conclusion, 
that  if  we  would  meet  the  increased  expense  of 
the  Government  and  pay  the  interest  of  the  public 
debt,  we  must  calculate  on  providing  some  thirty- 
five  millions  annually;  it  could  not  certainly  be 
done  under  thirty.  But  wo  must  do  more  than 
this;  we  must  do  what  our  fathers  did — we  must 


raise  a  sinking  fund  of  five  or  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars per  annum.  Should  we  get  out  of  this  war 
to-day,  we  could  not  get  on  with  less  than  forty 
millions  a  year. 

Now,  what  had  we  got  to  stand  against  this  ?'  If 
we  should  throw  away  a  fund  worth  a  thousand 
millions  of  dollars,  what  had  we  to  fall  back  upon? 
The  customs,  and  nothing  but  the  customs.  Did 
any  gentleman  dream  of  getting  along  upon  these? 
If  there  was  any  gentleman  in  the  House  who  ex- 
pected it,  all  he  could  say  was,  that  he  was  a  gen- 
tleman of  large  powers  of  faith. 

In  the  very  nature  of  things,  as  the  country  filled 
up  with  settlements  and  population,  the  revenue 
from  the  customs  would  fail  to  increase  in  the  same 
proportion.  Our  revenue  for  this  year  had  been 
estimated  at  thirty-one  millions;  but  was  it  possi- 
ble that  it  would  keep  up  to  that  amount  another 
year?  What  were  we  sending  abroad  at  this  time 
which  could  pay  for  these  vast  importations  of  for- 
eign goods?  Why,  we  had  already  discovered 
that  "  free  trade"  would  not  sell  anything  abroad 
except  what  those  who  lived  abroad  were  under 
an  imperious  necessity  of  buying.  What  were 
we  now  sending  abroad,  or  what  had  we,  for  the 
last  six  months,  beyond  the  ordinary  exportation 
of  the  country?  Nothing.  And  if  we  were  i-e- 
ceiving  a  revenue  of  thirty-one  millions  of  dollars 
duties  upon  imports,  when  we  considered  the  very 
limited  amount  of  exports  going  abroad,  it  was 
impossible  but  that  a  very  large  debt  must  accu- 
mulate against  the  country  for  the  present  year, 
which  must  be  paid  by  the  exports  of  future  years. 
It  might  be  that  money  would  be  sent  in  from 
abroad  for  the  purpose  of  taking  our  stocks;  but 
this  did  not  alter  the  case.  It  was  a  debt  which 
foreigners  had  against  us,  and  which  must  here- 
after be  paid  in  principal  and  interest.  The  stocks 
to  be  issued  under  the  bill  of  the  present  session 
might  possibly,  to  some  extent,  go  abroad  for  these 
importations;  but  that  was  a  process  which  must 
be  very  shortly  ended  with  the  war.  No  princi- 
ple in  political  economy  was  better  settled  than 
that  the  ability  of  any  country  to  import  was  lim- 
ited by  the  amount  of  its  exports.  No  country 
could  import  beyond  its  exports.  The  one  must 
pay  for  the  other.  And  if  we  were  over-importing 
now,  as  a  matter  of  course,  we  must  pay  by  the 
exports  of  future  years;  or,  in  other  words,  by 
curtailing,  limiting  the  imports.  There  was  the 
check:  that  whenever  any  country  for  any  consid- 
erable time  continued  to  keep  its  imports  above  its 
exports,  it  destroyed  their  credit.  Now,  when  we 
considered  our  condition,  uncertain  whether  we 
should  get  peace,  and  if  we  did,  in  viev/  of  the 
large  demands  for  money  which  must  come  upon 
the  treasury  for  years  to  come,  he  asked  this  com- 
mittee, were  they  prepared  to  pass  a  measure  which, 
in  its  present  shape,  must  inevitably  dry  up  that 
branch  of  our  revenues? 

There  were  other  views  of  the  subject  which  he 
considered  of  no  little  importance,  but  the  great 
question  was  as  to  the  ability  of  the  country,  as 
to  whether  it  could  possibly  afford  to  spare  this 
branch  of  the  public  revenue  ?  This  was  the  lead- 
ing objection.  We  were  under  no  obligation  to 
make  this  appropriation.  As  he  had  already  said, 
there  was  no  gentleman  who  would  more  cheer- 
fully vote  anything  for  those  who  had  hazarded 
their  lives  and  given  up  their  service  to  the  coun- 
try; but  there  must  be  a  lin^it  to  such  legislation 
in  the  action  of  those  who  had  gone  before  us 
thirty,  forty,  sixty  years;  for  one  portion  of  the 
proposition  was  to  go  back  to  services  si.Kty  years 
ago,  and  the  rest  of  it  to  thirty  years,  since  which 
a  whole  generation  had  gone  by.  There  must  be 
an  end  to  this  thing  somewhere;  we  must  have  a 
public  policy  which  would  put  an  end  to  that  sort 
of  legislation,  and  by  which  it  would  be  under- 
stood that  what  each  generation  does  for  itself,  as 
it  goes  along,  with  regard  to  the  contracts  it  makes 
for  the  })ublic  service,  ends  and  closes  up  the  mat- 
ter. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  after  some  pre- 
liminary remarks,  in  which  he  gave  notice  he  in- 
tended to  occupy  the  floor  but  a  few  moments,  said 
he  was  in  favor  of  the  main  features  of  the  bill  and 
the  amendment.  He  favored  it  from  the  sreat  con- 
sideration that  those  who  performed  military  ser- 
vices for  the  country  were  as  eminently  entitled  ta 
be  compensated  for  those  services  as  those  who 
performed  any  other  service;  and  that  the  miserable 
litt^pittnnce  which  the  Government  doled  out  to 
the  soldier  who  fought  our  battles  w^s  no  ndeqTiate 
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compensation  for  the  loss  of  his  time,  for  the  priva- . 
tions,  toils,  dangers,  he  undergoes.  Independent  of 
his  patriotism,  the  pittance  of  seven  dollars  a  month 
was  no  compensation  to  him.  Like  his  colleague, 
who  had  explained  his  views,  [Mr.  Thompson,]  he 
shotild  be  unwilling  to  vote  a  larger  sum  in  money, 
because  the  Government  might  not  always  have 
the  cash  to  pay.  He  did  not  wish  to  bankrupt  our 
exfchequer;  he  did  not  wish  to  run  our  Government 
in  debt  beyond  its  ability  to  pay;  but  when  the  Gov- 
ernment was  rich — rich  in  the  possession  of  public 
lands — lands  won,  defended,  by  the  valor  of  our 
troops,  he  asked  whether  we  could  not,  without  a 
great  stretch  of  liberality  on  the  part  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, give  a  small  portion  to  those  to  whom 
we  were  indebted  for  the  whole.' 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vinton]  had, 
assumed  a  most  extraordinary  position:  he  said 
we  gave  no  bounty  lands  to  the  militia  in  the  Rev- 
olution, and  therefore  he  argued  against  the  propo- 
sition to  grant  lands  under  this  amendment.  He 
(Mr.  B.)  cared  not  whether  they  were  militiamen 
or  regulars;  the  one  was  as  much  entitled  to  com- 
pensation as  the  other,  if  he  fought  the  battles  of 
the  country;  they  were  alike  American  citizens, 
and  alike  entitled  to  the  bounties  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

But  the  gentleman  asked,  if  you  pass  this  bill, 
why  not  go  back  to  the  Revolution,  and  grant 
bounty  lands  to  all  the  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates,  who  served  then.'  His 
colleague  [Mr.  Thompson]  had  answered,  that  the 
revolutionary  soldiers  received  pensions.  But  an- 
other answer,  still  more  cogent,  occurred  to  his 
mind.  There  was  a  vast  difference  in  the  ability 
and  resources  of  this  Government  now  and  at  that 
time:  then  it  consisted  of  thirteen  infant  colonies, 
which  had  long  been  engaged  in  a  war  with  the 
most  powerful  nation  on  earth;  now  it  was  com- 
posed of  twenty-nine  States,  rich  in  all  the  resources 
which  constituted  the  wealth  of  a  nation — rich  in 
the  possession  of  a  vast  public  domain — rich  in 
the  possession  and  receipt  of  revenues  from  other 
sources. 

But,  said  the  gentleman-  from  Ohio,  it  will  not 
do  to  grant  these  lands  to  the  soldiers  who  have 
fought  our  battles,  because,  perchance,  the  specu- 
lators will  buy  them.  It  seemed  to  him  that  this 
was  a  most  extraordinary  conclusion  to  be  arrived 
at  by  a  gentleman  of  the  eminence  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio.  Why,  if  a  man  owed  another  a 
debt,  would  he  say  he  would  not  pay  him  because 
he  would  squander  away  the  moneyl"  We  owed 
the  soldiers  who  had  fought  for  the  rights  we  now 
enjoy  a  debt  of  gratitude,  and  should  we  refuse  to 
pay  them  bounty  lands  because  somebody  would 
cheat  them  out  of  them?  The  gentleman  would 
kill  the  soldier  with  his  kindness.  It  was  no  mat- 
ter to  the  Government  what  the  soldier  did  with 
his  lands.  We  might  as  well  refuse  to  pay  liim 
his  seven  dollars  per  month  beCjause  some  sutler 
would  sell  him  shoes  at  five  dollars  a  pair.  Be- 
jBides,  had  it  never  occurred  that  there  might  be 
guards  and  protections  thrown  around  the  soldier 
to  protect  him  from  sharpers.'  Such  laws  had 
been  passed,  and  why  might  they  not  be  again.' 

But,  said  the  gentleman,  these  lands  are  pledged 
for  the  redemption  of  the  war  debt.  This  pledge 
was  security  for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  in- 
terest; but  if  that  debt,  principal  and  interest,  was 
punctually  redeemed  when  it  fell  due,  of  what  mat- 
ter was  it  to  the  public  stockholder  whether  he  was 
paid  out  of  the  land  revenues  or  revenues  from  other 
sources?  And  where  was  the  man,  either  in  this 
House  or  out  of  it,  who  believed  that  this  Govern- 
ment was  going  to  allow  its  credit  to  suffer  by  not 
meeting  the  demands  against  it  as  they  fell  due? 
-But  the -gentleman  from  Ohio  remarked,  also, 
that  this  Government  would  fall  into  discredit,  and 
had  ventured  the  prediction  that  the  $31,000,000 
customs  of  this  year  would  not  be  received  the 
next  year.  But  the  gentleman,  he  thought,  had 
lost  his  reputation  for  prophecy,  for  only  some  four 
short  months  since,  at  the  opening  of  the  session, 
he  had  predicted  (hat  the  actual  receipts  for  the 
year  would  fall  some  eight  or  ten  millions  short  of 
the  estimate  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — 
#31,000,000.  We  had  facts  which  demonstrated 
the  correctness  of  the  Secretary,  for  there  had  aN 
ready  been  received  !J28,000,000,  and  two  of  the 
'twelve  months  had  not  ye,t  expired.  The  gentle^ 
man  had  proved  himself  not  a  prophet,  and  he  must 
excuse  him  (Mr.  B.)  if  he  did  not  rely  on  his  pre^Jic- 
tionttiereafter. 


He  referred  to  a  computation  he  had  made  from 
the  public  records — which  he  believed  would  be 
found  correct  in  the  main— from  which  it  appeared 
that  93,872,000  acres  of  public  lands  have  been 
sold,  and  yielded  to  the  treasury  $130,000,000:  the 
cost  of  the  93,872,000  acres,  at  23  cents  an  acre, 
was  #21,390,000.  The  whole  number  of  acres  sold 
and  unsold, and  nowin  the  market,  was  333,000,000 
acres — the  whole  cost  of  which,  at  23  cents  an  acre, 
was  about  #77,000,000;  and  for  that  part  which  was 
sold,  having  received  #130,000,000,  the  land  opera- 
tions of  the  Government  had  proved  a  source  of 
revenue  to  the  Government  of  Some  #53,000,000. 

For  himself  he  was  freetto  declare,  he  never  had, 
he  did  not  now  desire  to  see  this  Government  re- 
solved into  a  mere  land-jobbing  machine.  If  she 
received  back  what  the  land  had  cost  her,  he  thought 
she  was  amply  compensated.  So  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  he  did  not  desire  anything  more,  but 
thought  the  Government  should  rely  on  other 
sources  of  revenue  for  support,  and  ought  to  take 
especial  care  that  every  citizen  who  desired,  and 
especially  every  citizen  who  has  fought  her  battles 
in  the  hours  of  her  trial  and  difficulty,  should  be 
provided  with  a  home. 

He  concluded  by  briefly  explaining  the  follow- 
ing amendments,  which  he  intended  to  offer  when 
in  order : 

Insert  after  the  words  "eighty  acres  of  land, "in  line , 

"  and  any  such  non-cojnniissioned  officer,  musician,  and  pri- 
vate of  any  company  of  volunteers  or  militia,  who  actually 
served  (Aree  months  in  said  Indian  war,  or  the  war  with  Great 
Britain,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  forty  acres  of  land." 

That  the  benefits  of  the  9th  section  of  the  above  recited 
act  be  extended  first  to  the  unmarried  sisters,  and  after  tliem 
to  the  infant  brothers  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  of  all  de- 
ceased officers,  non-conmiissioned  officers,  musicians,  and 
privates,  in  the  same  manner  and  to  the  s«me  extent  that 
the  benefits  of  said  9th  section  are  now  extended  to  widows, 
children,  fathers,  and  mothers  of  safd  officers,  non-comniis- 
sioiied  officers,  mur^icians,  and  privates. 

That  in  addition  to  the  boutity  land  allowed  to  volunteers 
by  the  act  of  lllh  February,  1847,  "to  raise,  for  a  limited  time, 
an  additional  military  force,  and  for  other  purposes,"  there 
shall  be  a  further  grant  to  each  of  said  volunteers  of  forty 
acres  for  every  three  months'  service  alter  the  first  twelve 
months. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  next  obtained  the  floor.  He 
said  he  hardly  knew  whether,  on  a  great  question 
like  this,  he  had  occasion  of  regret  or  of  congratu- 
lation upon  the  fact  of  so  few  members  being  in- 
duced to  hear,  and  therefore  so  few  to  be  present 
to  make  disturbance.  It  was  a  question  rather 
'equivocal,  there  being  various  considerations  pro 
and  con.  No  doubt  those  who  wished  to  hear 
would  attend,  and  take  the  means  of  informing 
themselves;  as  to  those  whose  minds  were  made 
up  to  the  thing  whether  or  no,  it  was  very  little 
matter  whether  they  heard  or  not;  it  might  disturb 
them. 

He  was  very  little  inclined  to  disguise  a  trans- 
action, or  to  speak  with  any  obliquity.  They 
might  as  well  avow  their  opinions  and  feelings 
boldly,  as  to  discover  a  great  deal  of  ingenuity, 
and  perhaps  some  sinister  motives,  unbecoming 
the  character  of  a  gentleman,  in  endeavoring  to 
disguise  them;  therefore  he  was  disposed  to  look 
every  subject  directly  in  the  face,  dealing  with  it 
with  entire  frankness,  and  asking  a  reciprocation 
of  that  frankness.  It  was  never  a  matter  of  choice 
with  him  that  he  broke  the  quiet  silence  of  this 
House;  but,  as  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
of  which  he  was  a  member,  had  had  this  matter  un- 
der their  consideration,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  speak 
of  it  somewhat  at  large. 

There  were  in  the  contemplation  of  gentlemen, 
various  projects  standing  directly  behind  this,  by 
which,  if  this  could  not  be  carried  alone,  it  was 
intended  to  be  aided;  and  gentlemen  who  enter- 
tained very  different  views — though  they  mi'ght 
not  be  aware  of  it — were  uniting  their  efforts.  He 
thought  a  cOnsideratjile  body,  upon  different  sides 
of  this  House,  composed  of  very  different  mate- 
rials, and  actuated  by  very  different  reasons,  were 
laboring  towards  the  same  point,  and  that  point 
was,  to  get  rid  of  the  public  lands.  That  was  the 
purpose.  Some  were  frank  enough  to  own  it; 
others  partially  owned  it;  others  disguised  it  even 
to  themselves;  and  yet  this  was  the  common  result 
at  which  they  were  aiming.  Some  were  for  dis- 
pensing wholly  with  dealings  in  the  land  and  with 
revenue  from  it,  under  the  impression  that  the 
lands  would  thereby  become  cheaper,  and  be  set- 
tled more  rapidly  in  their  neighborhoods;  he 
charged  them  with  nothing  dishonorable.  Another 
said:  "As  to  the  public  land  system,  I  think  it  a 
sort  of  land-jobbing  business  on  the  part  of  the 


Government,  and  had  better  be  got  rid  of  any 
way."  Another  said  he  thought  it  was  the  tend- 
ency of  our  present  system  to  accumulate  large 
quantities  in  particular  hands,  and  thereby  intro- 
duce the  system  of  landlord  and  tenant  in  our 
country,  which  would  be  a  disgrace  to  our  institu- 
tions; and  he  was  in  favor  of  breaking  it  up  for 
this  reason.  The  reason  of  another  class  was, 
unless  they  could  get  the  prices  reduced  to  mere 
nothing,  extremely  poor  people  could  never  settle 
the  lands;  they  were  desirous  of  aiding  them  to 
settle,  and  if  they  could  succeed,  they  would  throw 
our  public  domain  open.     That  was  their  motive. 

But  another  considerable  class,  including,  he 
apprehended,  a  larger  part  of  this  House  than 
would  at  first  be  supposed,  said  that  you  never  can 
have  in  a" government  like  ours  a  large  quantity  of 
money  on  hand  at  the  disposal  of  the  government 
but  it  is  always  becoming  a  corruption  fund.  It 
will  be  at  the  disposal  of  Executive  power  and 
patronage.  It  will  always  be  used,  therefore,  as 
a  means  of  corruption,  for  it  will  stick  in  the  hands 
of  those  who  have  the  keeping  of  y..  They  con- 
tended that  the  same  principle,  to  a  comparatively 
limited  extent,  applied  to  the  public  lands.  How? 
Why,  because  it  would  be  considered  that  the- 
party  or  candidate  who  would  hold  out  the  largest 
promises  of  bribery,  by  giving  away  the  public 
lands  when  they  came  into  power,  would  be  most 
likely  to  secure  their  elevation.  He  might  as  well 
tell  the  truth.  Many  and  many  a  man  sat  in  that 
House  who  said,  "  I  am  disposed  to  believe  the 
lands  have  been  used  in  this  way,  under  the  idea 
that  the  larger  the  promises  gentlemen  can  hold 
out  to  their  States  and  their  people,  the  better  their 
chance  for  election;  and  because  the  possession  of 
our  public  lands  has  this  tendency  to  corruption,  I 
am  for  getting  rid  of  them  altogether.  I  am  for 
any  system  which  will  get  them  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Government.  I  do  not  care  where  they  go, 
let  them  go." 

Another  motive,  which  might  as  well  be  told 
while  he  was  about  it.  There  were  some  men  in 
this  nation  who  said,  if  we  could  get  rid  of  this 
#2,000,000  or  #3,000,000  income  from  the  public 
lands  we  would  have  a  protective  tariff;  and  we  will 
vote  them  away  for  that  reason,  and  the  quicker 
we  get  rid  of  them  the  better. 

These  were  some  (e'w  of  the  many  motives  which 
operated  on  the  ininds  of  different  gentlemen  in 
voting  for  these  various  propositions.  There  were 
many  more  rather  more  sinister,  which  perhaps 
might  have  weight;  but  it  might  be  unbecoming  a 
gentleman  even  to  suggest  that  they  could  be  en- 
tertained by  anybody.  Now,  to  a  man  conscious 
of  this  state  of  things,  it  must  occur  to  the  minds 
of  gentlemen  that  it  could  not  be  a  very  agreeable 
position  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  a  committee 
which  was  charged  with  the  taking  care  of  these 
lands,  when  he  knew  that,  to  some  extent  at  least, 
these  various  motives  were  operating  upon  differ- 
ent parts  of  this  House,  all  tending  to  the  sam» 
result — that  was  to  thwart  him  in  the  very  busi- 
ness about  which  they  had  been  set  about  by  the 
House.  They  had  set  the  committee  at  the  busi- 
ness of  taking  a  proper  charge,  a  prudential  over- 
sight of  this  department;  and  the  motives,  inten- 
tions, and  feelings  of  the  men  who  had  set_  them 
about  it  being  to  thwart  them  if  they  could,  it  was 
rather  a  thankless  part.  But  no  matter,  the  duty 
must  be  discharged.  Until  it  was  succeeded  in 
squandering  away  the  land,  they  should  take  the 
best  care  of  it  they  could. 

Now,  what  was  this  bill?  It  was  a  bill,  he 
granted,  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands.  What  was  it?  It  was  time  for  them  to 
recur  to  what  it  was.  Why,  it  was  nothing  more 
tfr  less  than  this:  Government  had  made  a  contract 
by  which  it  had  agreed  that  "the  soldiers  of  the 
Mexican  war,  who  had  served  out  their  periods 
faithfully,  or  were  discharged  honorably,  should 
have  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land.  Well, 
some  of  theiTfi  had  happened  to  conduct  themselves 
so  well  that  they  were  promoted,  received  commis- 
sions—the officers  of  some  of  the  companies  had 
died  or  were  killed,  and  they  were  elected  to  cont- 
mand  and  received  their  commissions — and  behold! 
somehow  or  other,  (he  did  not  blame  anybody,) 
the  department  here  had  decided  that  promotion 
was  not  an  honorable  discharge.  He  said  promo- 
tion  from  the  line  to  be  an  officer  and  to  a  commis- 
sion under  the  Government  was  an  honorable 
dischari^e  to  the  soldier.  He  ought  to  have  re- 
ceived his  bounty  lands.    But  the  department  had 
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decided  the  reverse,  and  the  committee  had  report- 
ed this  bill  iliat  he  should  have  his  lands.  He  did 
not  know  tliat  anybody  objected  to  it.  But  what 
had  been  done?  Why,  these  men  who  were  en- 
tilled,  as  all  admitted,  to  their  lands,  were  to  be 
overslausjhed  by  these  propositions  to  carry  back 
tliis  same  provision  to  the  soldiers  of  the  last  war, 
of  the  Seminole  and  Black  Hawk  wars,  of  all  the 
wars  under  Generals  Wayne,  Harniar,  St.  Clair, 
and  it  ought  to  have  included  those  of  the  Rev- 
olution. He  aslced,  what  on  earth  had  this  to  do 
with  the  bill?  Had  it  any  relationship  with  it? 
None  in  the  world.  And  why  were  these  poor 
soldiers  to  1)6  trod  upon,  rode  over  rough-shod  with 
measures  which  had  nothing  to  do  with  them? 

Mr.  THO.MPSON,  of  Mississippi,  interposed, 
and  inquired  if  the  gentleman  imputed  that  his 
(Mr.  T.'s)  object  in  moving  the  amendment  was 
to  destroy  the  bill  ?  If  the  gentleman  meant  to  in- 
dicate that  he  was  not  sincerely  desirous  to  pass 
tlie  bill  he  was  certainly  mistaken. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  had  said  nothing  about  the 
gentleman's  motion.  He  had  said  that  woidd  be 
the  eflect.  Whether  gentlemen  intended  what 
would  be  the  effect,  was  another  matter.  He  did 
not  intend  to  impute  to  the  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi, orany  otlier  gentleman,  bad  motives;  but,  in 
due  time,  when  a  vote  was  asked,  he  should  insist 
upon  it  that  all  these  propositions  were  not  ger- 
mane to  the  bill,  and  were  out  of  order.  They 
should  be  presented  by  bills  coming  from  commit- 
tees having  the  matter  in  charge.  There  was  a 
bill  now  upon  the  table,  he  believed,  in  rejation  to 
these  Wayne  wars,  which  had  been  committed  to 
a  committee,  at  the  head  of  which  was  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky.  Let  each  proposition  be 
discussed,  as  it  should  be, on  its  own  merits.  But, 
inasmuch  as  they  had  been  introduced  and  dis- 
cussed, he  wished  to  give  his  views. 

In  the  first  place,  he  thought  gentlemen  mistook 
the  ert'ect  of  the  law  of  the  last  session  authorizing 
the  $23,000,000  loan.  By  that  law  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  were  pledged  not  merely  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  of  the  loan.  Gentlemen  seemed 
to  suppose  because  this  Government  was  good, 
because  it  would  finally  redeem  that  loan,  therefore 
it  might  disregard  the  pledges  contained  in  that 
bill.  He  wislicd  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen 
who  had  any  regard  for  the  public  faith  to  the  very 
condition  expressed  in  that  act.  Now  it  was  not 
enough  that  this  Government  was  good,  and  would 
finally  pay  up  that  loan,  principal  and  interest. 
The  effect  of  that  provision  of  the  act  was  not 
merely  that  a  man  when  he  subscribed  for  that  loan 
should  not  distrust  the  Government,  but  it  was 
very  important  for  every  man  who  subscribed  that 
the  stock  should  continuegood  in  the  market  during 
the  twenty  years,  so  tliat  whenever  his  ciicum- 
stances  siiould  recjuire  him  to  realize  his  money 
he  could  sell  his  stock  in  the  market  any  day.  He 
would  refresh  the  recollection  of  gentlemen  by 
heading  the  section ; 

"  Sec.  19.  ^nd  he  it  furtlier  enacted.  That  for  Iho  payment 
of  lUi'  stock  which  liiay  be  created  under  Ihi;  provisions  of 
this  aci,  ilie  sales  of  the  pubhc  lands  are  hereby  pled!;ed; 
and  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  ilie  Secretary  of  Uii;  Treas- 
ury to  ii.-.e  and  apply  all  iinmeys  vvhicli  may  be  received  into 
the  trca.-iiry  for  the  ^aies  of  tlie  public  lands,  after  ilie  1st  clay 
of  January,  1H4»,  first,  to  pa\  the  interest  on  all  stocks  issued 
by  virtue  of  this  act;  and,  secon<lly,  to  use  the  balance  of 
said  receipts,  aftnr  payiii2  the  inlercst  aforesaid,  in  the  pur- 
chase ofsaiil  stocks  ai  their  market  value,  provided  no  more 
than  p:ir  shall  be  paid  for  said  stocks." 

Now  suppose  that  $.3,000,000  was  received  an- 
nually from  the  sales  of  the  lands;  it  would  take 
only  about  one  million  to  pay  the  interest,  and  then 
under  this  section  the  remaining  ^2,000,000  were 
required  to  be  put  by — for  what  ?  To  pay  the  prin- 
cipal; whenever  the  stock  could  be  bought  in  the 
market  at  par,  that  money  was  to  be  taken  and  the 
stock  was  to  be  bought.  Now,  did  not  every  man 
see  that  the  stock  could  not  go  below  par  in  the 
market  while  the  Government  kept  tlii.s  fund?  " 

Tfiut  waa  tlie  true  character  of  the  pledge;  and 
the  position  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi, 
that  the  Government  would  be  good  enough  to  pay 
it  finally,  would  not  do;  the  promise  was  a  distinct 
proriiiHc  from  this — it  was  that  at  all  times  while 
any  of  this  fund  remained  after  paying  ihc  interest, 
this  stock  should  be  kept  at  par  in  the  market. 
Now,  what  was  imfilied  in  that  f)le(lg(;  ?  Why, 
that  the  G<jveriimen',  would  not  intentionally  do 
anything  to  es.scntially  diminish  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands.  He  did  not  consider  thal^it  would 
prevent  making  a  donation  of  lands  to  a  college  or 
other  institulioi)  of  learning,  of  alternate  «ecliona  to 


railroads  throug;h  the  public  lands,  or  to  any  ordi- 
nary purposes  of  legislation;  but  they  were  clearly 
not  at  liberty,  they  had  solemnly  bound  the  faith 
of  this  Government  not  to  entertain  such  a  pro- 
position— a  proposition  which  would  essentially 
diminish  the  revenue  from  thepublic  lands.*  How, 
then,  could  any  man,  having  any  regard  for  the 
public  faith,  vote  for  propositions  of  this  charac- 
ter? It  was  an  old  and  jjjst  maxim,  that  we  should 
be  just  before  we  are  generous;  surely  it  would  not 
be  just  thus  to  dry  up  for  along  series  of  years  this 
source  of  i-evenue  which  we  had  expressly  pledged 
to  the  public  creditor  to  keep  our  stock  at  par. 

He  referred  to  the  frequentuseof  the  term  "  boun- 
ty lands"  as  calculated  to  convey  an  erroneous 
impression,  and  said  that  in  no  instance  had  this 
Government  voted  lands  as  a  mere  gratuity;  but 
that  these  "  bounty  lands"  were  part  of  the  pay- 
ment to  the  soldiers  now  serving  in  the  war  with 
Mexico,  as  much  so  as  their  money  and  clothing, 
stipulated  before  they  entered  the  service,  excejjt 
ill  the  case  of  a  small  proportion  who  had  entered 
the  army  before  the  law  was  passed,  and  who  were 
placed  on  the  same  footing  as  all  the  rest  of  the 
army. 

In  relation  to  the  Indian  wars  under  Wjiyne, 
Harmar,  St.  Clair,  and  others,  this  subject  of  grants 
of  land  liad  been  discussed  and  considered,  from 
time  to  time,  by  men  who  knew  all  about  it,  thirty 
years  ago,  and  been  refused.  And  here  he  would 
remark  to  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  thai  we 
had  then  more  land  in  [iroportion  to  the  number  of 
our  inhabitants  than  we  have  now. 

With  regard  to  the  computation  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Brown,]  of  the 
profits  made  by  the  Government  from  the  sales  of 
the  lands  overandabove  their  cost,  he  said  it  should 
be  remembered  that  we  received  a  large  proportion 
of  them  from  Virginia;  and  when  she  gave  her  quit 
claim,  it  was  on  the  express  condition  that  their 
proceeds  should  go  first  to  extinguish  the  debt  of 
the  Revolution.  Now,  that  debt  had  been  paid  in 
money;  but  take  every  dollar  we  had  ever  received 
from  the  lands,  and  it  would  not  pay  more  than 
two-thirds  of  that  debt.  Therefore,  it  was  not  true 
that  we  Irad  such  lands  over  and  above  their  cost. 
We  had  no  such  lands. 

He  referred  gentlemen  to  House  document  No. 
20,  2d  session  24th  Congress,  for  the  real  number 
of  men  wlio  served  in  the  last  war,  and  who  were 
covered  by  the  amendment.  The  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  McCLERNANb]  had  estimated  them 
at  about  70,000. 

Mr.  McCLERN AND  said  the  whole  number  of 
troops,  being  six  and  twelve  months,  contemplated 
by  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi, [Mr.  Thompson,]  was  69,897,  and  the  whole 
quantity  of  land  to  be  granted  as  bounties  to  these 
troops,  was  0,138,520  acres, 

Mr.  COLLAMER  said  that  the  official  returns 
showed  that  the  whole  number  of  militia  in  the 
last  war  was  382,000,  of  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers 57,000,  and  of  officers  31,000,  making  472,000 
in  all;  and  these,  in  addition  to  38,000  warrants 
which  had  been  issued  to  the  regular  army  of  that 
war  for  bounty  lands. 

But  where  was  the  propriety  of  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  stopping  with  the  six  months' 
men?  Were  not  those  who  had  served  three 
months,  for  instance,  equally  deserving?  And 
how  did  the  gentleman  draw  the  line  of  distinc- 
tion? But  why  stop  here?  He  had  no  doubt  that 
the  men  who  went  from  I^^entucky,  Tennessee,  and 
from  other  Stales,  with  General  Jackson,  to  New 
Orleans,  served  six  months,  and  yet  they  had  not 
bejiii  paid  at  all.  Those  who  were  at  the  "  Bla- 
densburg  races,"  too,  were  out  perhaps  for  six 
inonlhs.  How  ihat  was,  he  knew  not,  nor  had  he 
any  means  of  knowing.  But  this  he  knew,  that 
many  of  those  who  were  out,  for  whom  provision 
was  to  be  made,  were  in  garrisons,  holding  them 
in  the  absence  of  the  troops  in  active  service. 
Tiiose  men  doing  garrison  duty  enjoyed  easy  times. 
Such  were  ihe  six  months'  men.  He  had  some 
little  knowledge  on  the  subject,  for  he  was  among 
them,  though  of  those  who  were  a  few  days  short 
of  six  months'  service,  so  of  course  they  would 
get  nothing. 

He  repeated,  there  was  no  propriety  in  giving 
these  bounties  as  proposed,  and  shutlinfr  out  the 
soldiers  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Such  a 
distinction  could  not  be  justified  to  his  saiisfaction. 
For  seven  years  that  war  went  on,  and  when  the 
British  came  to  Horse  Neck  and  burnt  New  Lon- 


don, they  were  subject  to  be  draughted  every 
month  of  the  year.  But  oh,  he  was  told,  they  had 
had  pensions.  This  he  denied.  The  first  pension 
law  was  passed  in  1832  granting  pensions  to  militia 
men,  and  then  only  to  such  as  were  at  that  time 
living.  From  fifty  to  sixty  years  passed  over  from 
the  time  the  service  was  rendereci  to  the  passage 
of  that  law,  and  thousands  of  them  had  sunk  into 
the  grave  wiihout  having  received  any  pcnsi6n. 
This  distinction,  then,  assumed  the  shape  of  gross 
injustice. 

But  again:,  had  they  ever  given  a  dollar  to  the 
seamen  and  marines  who  fought  the  battles  of  the 
country  on  the  ocean  and  on  the  lakes?  Those 
men  had  met  the  enemy  on  the  element  on  which 
he  had  assumed  to  reign;  they  had  bearded  the 
lion  in  his  den.  And  why,  then,  should  not  they 
be  included?  There  was  also  the  Seminole  war  in 
Florida,  and  even  the  Creek  war.  This  bill  could 
not  be  made  acceptable  to  him  unless  the  soldiers 
of  those  wars  were  included.  If  this  amendment 
was  to  pass,  he  presumed  it  would  be  ao  modified 
as  to  meet  these  cases. 

But  there  was  another  point  to  which  he  wished 
to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  for  a  few  mo- 
ments. It  was  impossible  to  disguise  the  fact,  that 
!  if  this  bill,  with  the  proposed  amendments,  .should 
1  pass,  it  would  destroy  the  income  from  the  public 
I  lands  for  many  years.  With  these  warrants  in 
the  market,  they  could  not  sell  the  public  lands. 
I  He  knew  the  warrants  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Mex- 
I  ican  war  were  kept  up  because  they  had  the  alter- 
[  native  of  taking  scrip  for  jplOO;  and  therefore  below 
'  that  amount  the  warrants  would  not  fall.  But 
what  would  be  the  fact  if  this  proposition  should 
be  passed?  Why,  they  would  be  thrown  into  the 
market  at  a  time  when  fifty  thousand  were  already 
issued,  and  fifty  thousand  morfe  were  to  be  issued. 
Why,  as  soon  as  these  men  came  home  from 
Mexico  and  found  these  warrants  in  the  market, 
they  would  fall  back  upon  the  alternative  and  take 
Government  scrip.  Every  man,  instead  of  taking 
his  warrant,  would  take  his  $100  scrip.  And  how 
much  would  it  amount  to?  Why,  to  |5,000,000. 
It  was  a  simple  question  or  mathen^atics.  These 
Mexican  soldiers  would  not  take  land  warrants, 
for  with  these  additional  warrants  in  the  market, 
they  would  not  be  able  to  sell  them;  they  would 
prefer  the  scrip,  and  thus  $5,000,000  would  be 
added  to  the  public  debt,  which  would  be  increased 
by  that  amount.  Now,  did  gentlemen  desire  that? 
Some  gentlemen  might,  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing a  higher  tariff;  but  to  such  gentlemen  he  would 
say,  "  take  care  that  you  do  not  get  direct  taxes." 
What  was  the  income  of  the  public  land?  We 
had  been  receiving  about  three  millions  per  annum. 
For  the  next  year,  Mr.  Walker  anticipated  the  re- 
ceipt of  three  millions  and  a  half.  He  calculated 
that  sum,  which  he  based  on  the  preemption  rights, 
and  he  may  realize  it.  Already  more  had  been 
received  than  the  proportion  of  three  millions  for 
the  same  period ;  but  if  these  warrants  were  issued, 
should  they  ever  be  able  to  get  back  the  public 
lands  to  pay  Virginia  and  other  States  the  debt 
contracted  in  the  Revolution? 

He  knew  there  were  gentlemen  here  who  were 
tenacious  of  that  revenue;  there  were  some  who 
desired  free  trade,  and  others  who  called  for  inter- 
nal improvements;  and  to  such  gentlemen  he  would 
say,  beware  how  you  cut  off  this  revenue  of  three" 
millions  of  dollars;  do  not  say  that  a  man  from 
New  England  stood  liere  and  encouraged  you  to 
get  rid  of  that  revenue;  do  not  chai;ge  it  on  me. 
Remember  you  have  been  told  of  it  to-day  plain- 
ly and  fairly.  He  knew  not  but  gentlemen  might 
think  that  as  much  capital  could  be  made  in  the 
approaching  election  by  this  as  they  might  lose  by 
the  final  result;  but  they  had  better  beware.  If  atl- 
vantagewere  to  be  gained  by  it,  he  should  not  resort 
to  such  contrivances  for  any  sinister  advantages 
that  might  accrue  to  him.  If  this  bill  should  be 
passed  111  its  present  shape^  the  revenue  from  the 
public  lands  would  be  cut  off,  and  a  large  amount 
would  be  added  to  the  public  debt, and  this  he  was 
not  willing  to  sanction  for  any  temporary  personal 
advantage.  Of  the  consequences  of  such  legisla- 
tion gentlemen  could  judge  as  well  as  he  could,  if 
they  would  but  take  tiie  trouble  to  think. . 

As  he  had  yet  a  few  minutes  remaining  of  his 
allotted  time,  he  would  call  the  attention  of  gentle- 
men a  little  more  at  lar.4,'e  to  a  question  to  which  lie 
had  already  bricfiy  referred.  He  had  said  that 
il*erc  were  men  wha  were  willing  to  destroy  the 
income  from  the  public  lands  for  the  motivea%hicli 
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he  had  suggested.  They  said  they  wanted  to  get 
rid  of  this  source  of  public  revenue,  and  they  did 
not  care  how,  for  these  lands  were  used  as  capital 
wherewith  to  operate  in  choosing  Presidents.  Gen- 
tlemen who  were  actuated  by  motives  of  that  kind 
were  those  who  were  ordinarily  of  a  conservative 
character.  But  gentlemen  who  had  any  regard  for 
honor  and  lionesty  would  consider  how  these  lands 
came  into  oar  hands,  and  for  what  purposes  we 
hold  them.  We  were  not  without  light  on  this  sub- 
ject if  we  desired  it,  even  from  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States.  The  question  had  been  before 
that  court,  and  it  had  been  decided  that  Congress 
were  merely  trustees  of  the  public  lands,  and  were 
bound  to  administer  the  trust  fairly  for  the  benefit 
of  the  estate,  as  though  it  were  a  private  estate. 
C6uld  a  man  who  was  a  trustee  for  a  private  estate 
say  lie  v/ould  not  keep  the  property  vested  in  him 
as  trustee  because  he  feared  it  would  corrupt  him.' 
What  if  a  trustee  should  say,  "  with  this  property 
in  my  hand  I  cannot  act  with  integrity,  1  shall  be 
tempted  to  steal  it;  I  will  therefore  throw  it  away  !" 
Was  that  an  honest  discharge  of  a  trust.'  He  did 
not  know  how  it  struck  other  members,  but  he, 
with  old-fashioned  notions  of  the  duty  of  a  trustee, 
with  respect  to  property  that  came  into  his  hands, 
could  not  reconcile  it  v/ith  his  idea  of  common 
honesty.  So  he  would  say  of  this  mode  of  getting 
rid  of  our  trust  property.  It  was  not  honest.  He 
knew  they  might  invest  it  for  the  beneiit  of  the 
estate  in  ten  thousand  ways.  He  did  not  say  they 
were  bound  to  hold  money,  and  not  expend  it  for 
the  benefit  of  the  estate,  or  build  colleges  or  insti- 
tutions for  the  benefit  of  the  people  to  whom  it  be- 
longed. He  said  nothing  against  that.  But  he 
could  not  agree  wiih  those  gentlemen  who  alleged 
that  this  was  a  corruption  fund,  and  therefore  that 
they  must  get  rid  of  it.  That  was  the  point  to 
which  he  was  calling  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee. Gentlemen  should  bear  in  mind,  too,  that 
these  public  lands  were  pledged  for  debts  contract- 
ed by  the  Government;  the  public  faith,  therefore, 
requn-ed  that  they  should  be  husbanded  with  care, 
and  the  price  kept  up  in  the  market.  If  he  bor- 
rowed money,  and  pledged  his  horse  as  security 
for  the  payment,  could  he  then  say  that  he  would 
dispose  of  that,  as  he  was  personally  good  enough 
for  the  debt?  He  certainly  had  no  right  to  sell 
his  horse-without  the  consent  of  the  creditor  who 
had  advanced  him  money  on  the  pledge  of  that 
horse  as  security.  But  that  was  not  all.  The 
public  domain  was  set  apart  as  a  permanent  fund, 
in  which  their  children  had  an  interest,  and,  there- 
fore, he  believed  that  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  en- 
tertain these  various  projects,  for  every  man  must 
see  that  they  will  reduce  the  income  from  the  pub- 
lic lands. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,'  next  rose;  but  there 
were  but  a  few  minutes  remaining  for  discussion  on 
this  bill,  the  House  having  fixed  two  o'clock  as  the 
time  at  which  debate  should  be  stopped,  and  there- 
fore he  said  he  should  simply  indicate  an  amend- 
ment which  he  should  oiler,  if  he  had  the  oppor- 
tunity, when  the  proper  time  arrived.  He  should 
propose  an  amendment  to  repeal  so  much  of  the 
act,  the  title  of  which  v/as  recited  in  the  bill  before 
the  committee,  as  provided  that  bounties  of  lands 
shall  be  located  in  one  body,  containing  not  less 
than  one  hundied  and  sixty  acres,  and  then  he 
desired  a  provision  to  be  made  for  the  issuing  of 
warrants  for  quantities  containing  not  less  than 
forty  acres,  at  the  option  of  the  holders,  and  in 
conformity  to  the  legal  subdivisions  of  the  public 
lands.  But  he  would  give  the  holder  of  such  waj;- 
rants  the  power  to  return  them  and  to  take  war- 
rants for  the  aggregate  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  limiting,  liowever,  these  provisions  to  the 
soldiers  and  their  heirs.  He  would  also,  if  he  could 
get  the  o]iportunity,  seek  to  extend  the  provisions 
of  this  bill  to  the  soldiers  of  the  Creek  and  Semi- 
nole Indian  wars,  and  to  those  for  whom  no  pro- 
vision had  been  heretofore  made  by  any  act  of 
Congress.  Into  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  gen- 
eral measure  before  the  committee  he  had  not  time 
now  to  enter,  but  he  would  remark  that  he  believed 
the  amendinenis  which  he  had  intimated  his  desire 
to  ofler  would  be  very  beneficial  in  their  tendency. 
The  small  pittance  which  the  Government  gave  to 
those  who  risked  their  lives  and  all  they  held  dear 
in  defence  of  the  honor  and  for  the  promotion  of 
the  glory  of  the  country  should  be  so  given  as  to 
j)roduce  the  greatest  possible  amount  of  good  to 
the  recipient.  Tlie  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr. 
Coi..dllMEa]  had  indulged  in  some  complaint  that 


none  of  these  propositions  met  his  own  case.  Now, 
he  begged  that  gentleman's  attention  to  the  amend- 
ments lie  had  suggested,  which  would  be  found 
sufficient  to  embrace  his  case  and  remove  his 
ground  of  complaint.  He  trusted,  therefore,  to 
have  that  gentleman's  aid  on  its  passage.  He  would 
make  provision  for  all  men  who  have  served  their 
country,  though  their  term  of  service  might  be  less 
than  twelve  or  even  six  months.  He  would  in- 
clude the  soldiers  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution, 
though  more  remote,  with  those  of  the  Creek  and 
J'lorida  wars  of  more  recent  date;  and,  as  soon  as 
the  national  debt  should  have  been  paid,  he  would 
be  willing  to  give  to  every  man  a  home  who  was 
not  able  to  buy  one  for  himself. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  hoped  he 
might  be  indulged  in  a  single  remark,  as  there  was 
yet  a  minute  remaining,  simply  in  relation  to  the 
revenue  from  the  public  lands,  on  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  [Mr.  Collamer]  had  taken 
occasion  to  make  some  comments.  The  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  had  said  that  this  measure 
would  destroy  the  revenue  from  the  public  lands; 
but  what  was  their  experience  while  twenty  thou- 
sand warrants  had  been  issued  to  the  soldiers  of 
the  Mexican  war.'  Why,  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  himself  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  had  admitted  that  the  revenue 
from  that  source  was  going  up.  The  fact  was, 
that  the  more  these  bounties  were  given  the  more 
emigration  there  would  be  to  that  section  of  coun- 
try, and  the  value  of  the  lands  would  be  thereby 
enhanced.  Thus,  then,  while  they  were  doing  acts 
of  justice  to  the  soldiers  in  the  past  wars,  they  were 
doing  no  injustice  to  the  old  States,  but  they  were 
benefiting  essentially  the  new.  He  was  not  appre- 
hensive that  the  public  faith  would  be  affected  by 
the  passage  of  this  act.  Bounties  had  been  grant- 
ed to  the  soldiers  of  the  Mexican  war,  and  nobody 
then  thought  the  public  faith  was  tarnished  or  in 
any  way  endangered.  It  never  was  intended  that 
the  Government  was  to  be  restricted,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  appeared  to  imagine;  and  he 
fully  believed  that  they  could  apply  the  graduation 
principle  to  public  lands  and  still  increase  the  value 
of  the  public  domain. 

The  hour  having  arrived  at  which  debate  was 
to  cease,  the  question  was  announced  to  be  on  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi, 
[Mr.  Thompson.] 

Mr.  COLLAMER  raised  a  question  of  order  as 
to  the  relevancy  of  the  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  the  objection 
came  too  late;  and  said  if  it  had  been  made  in  time, 
he  should  have  overruled  it. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  inserting  after  the  words  "GreatBritain," 
in  the  ninth  and  sixteenth  lines,  the  words,  "  and 
in  the  late  war  against  the  Seminole  Indians  in 
Florida." 

Mr.  CABELL  also  sent  an  amendment  to  the 
Chair  of  a  similar  character,  which  was,  however, 
cut  otf  by  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Lumpkin.]  Mr.  C.  desired  to  give 
the  privilege  also  of  locating  lands  in  lots  of  eighty 
acres,  to  those  who  had  served  less  than  tvvelve 
months,  which  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  did  not  permit. 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  consented  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment so  as  to  meet  the  views.of  the  gentleman  from 
Florida. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  suggested  a  further  amend- 
ment, so  as  to  add  the  words  "or  the  Creek  In- 
dians in  Georgia  and  Alabama.'' 

Mr.  LUMPKIN  accepted  that  amendment  also. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  moved  further  to 
amend, so  as  to  add,  "  or  the  campaign  against  the 
Sacs  and  Foxes,  in  1832,  commonly  known  as  the 
Black  Hawk  war." 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  rose  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order.  His  point  was,  that  after  an  amend- 
ment to  an  amendment,  a  further  amendment  was 
not  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  it  was  compe- 
tent for  the  mover  of  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment to  accept  them  on  ,  their  being  suggested, 
though  it  was  not  in  order  to  ofler  them  as  distinct 
propositions. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Lumpkin,  as  modified, 
was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Thompson,  as  amended — 

Mr.  STEPHENS  further  moved  to  amend,  by 
striking  out  "  twelve,"  and  inserting  "  three,"  so 


as  to  extend  the  provision  to  those  who  had  served 
for  three  months.  He  also  moved  to  strike  out 
all  of  the  last  passage  of  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Thompson.      Agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  amend,  by 
inserting  after  the  words  "  Greenville,  1795,"  in 
Mr.  Jacob  Thompson's  amendment,  the  words, 
"  and  to  the  volunteers  or  militiamen  of  the  ranging 
service,  who  defended  our  frontiers  against  the  In- 
dians from  1794  down  to  the  dose  of  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain." 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  "said  he  had  no  desire 
to  figure  in  this  debate,  or  in  any  of  the  debates 
which  were  continually  arisins;  within  this  hall; 
but,  like  his  honorable  friend  from  Mississippi, 
[Mr.  Brown,]  when  a  measure  came  up  in  which 
his  constituents  were  deeply  interested,  he  felt 
bound  to  say  a  few  words.  He  had  struggled  to 
obtain  the  floor,  to  speak  at  length  on  the  bill,  but 
was  unsuccessful;  and,  having  but  a  few  minutes 
to  speak,  he  could  not  say  all  he  had  desired  on  the 
bill  and  amendments.  While  he  was  in  favor  of 
the  amendment  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Mississippi,  [Mr.  Thompson,]  he  doubted  very 
much  the  propriety  of  attaching  it  to  the  bill  under 
consideration;  but,  inasmuch  as  it  had  been  offered, 
he  could  not,  in  justice  to  the  early  settlers  of  the 
State  from  which  he  came,  refrain  from  offering  - 
the  amendment  which  he  had  sent  to  the  Chair, 
and  which  had  just  been  read.  No  class  of  men 
had  ever  served  their  country  more  devotedly,  or 
encountered  more  perils  and  hardships  in  its  de- 
fence, than  the  bold  and  hardy  pioneers  who  en- 
tered the  ranging  service  and  defended  our  western 
frontiers  against  the  savage  foe.  He  was  sorry  to 
see  so  little  apparent  sympathy  in  the  committee 
for  these  gallant  men,  or  their  descendants.  He 
could,  if  time  were  allowed  him,  recount  hardships 
and  privations  endured  by  these  patriotic  defenders 
of  our  frontiers,  and  deeds  of  savage  cruelty  and 
barbarity  perpetrated  by  the  Indians  upon  the 
women  and  children  within  his  own  district,  that 
would  thrill  with  horror  through  the  veins  of  gen- 
tlemen, and  stir  up  their  sympathies  in  behalf  of 
these  men.  He  could  relate  the  fact  of  the  father 
leaving  his  little  family  in  the  morning,  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  health,  and  as  he  supposed  in  safety, 
and,  on  his  return  home  at  night,  finding  the  man- 
gled bodies  of  his  wife  and  children,  who  had,  in 
his  absence,  been  butchered  by  the  Indians.  He 
had  made  his  amendment  with  a  view  to  cover  all 
the  cases  from  1795  down  to  the  close  of  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain;  and  it  was  but  a  simple 
act  of  justice  that  it  should  pass. 
The  amendment  was  adopted. 
Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  desired  to 
withdraw  his  amendment.  He  said  amendments 
were  made  and  were  being  offered  which  were  not 
acceptable  to  him, and  he  therefore  desired  to  with- 
draw the  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN  replied,  that  the  amendment . 
was  not  now  under  the  control  of  the  gentleman* 
from  Mississippi. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Illinois,  was 
then  agreed  to. 

The  question  again  being  on  Mr.  Thompson's 
amended  amendment — 

Mr.  H  AMMONS  moved  to  insert  after  the  words 
"  Great  Britain,"  in  the  tenth  line,  the  words,  "or 
in  the  Aroostook  war  for  the  period  of  thirty  days." 
In  supporting  his  amendment,  Mr.  H.  observed 
that  the  people  of  Maine  had  shown  themselves 
as  patriotic  as  any  of  those  whose  services  it  was 
proposed  to  reward  with  land  bounties.  When 
their  territory  was  threatened  with  invasion  by  the 
British,  they  shouldered  their  muskets,  and  were 
ready  to  meet  the  enemy,  and  to  vindicate  the  sov- 
ereignly of  the  State  over  her  entire  territory. 
Another  reason  was,  that  the  State  of  Maine  had 
been  robbed  by  the  Ashburton  treaty  of  nearly 
one-third  of  her  territory.  If  the  soldiers  who 
had  been  engaged  in  the  Aroostook  war  should 
receive  the  bounty  proposed  in  his  amendment, 
Maine  would  be  in  some  degree  restored  to  her 
rights.  These  men  had  seen  hard  service;  iRey 
had  fought  in  the  woods,  had  been  kidnapped  and 
imprisoned  by  the  enemy,  and  were  m  all  respecs 
as  meritorious  as  any  whom  it  was  proposed  by 
this  bill  to  remunerate. 

The  question   being  put,  the   amendment  was 

agreed  to. 

Mr.  VENABLE  oflcrcd  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment:  "Also  those  who  served 
thirty  days  in  the  anti-rent  war  against  BigThun- 
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der,  and  those  who  served  thirty  days  in  the  Mor- 
mon war,  or  in  the  Dorr  wnr,  or  in  llie  whiskey  ex- 
pedition in  Peiinsvlva'iia,  or  in  the  buckshot  war." 

Mr.  MeCLEliNAND  rose  to  order.  The 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
(Mr.  Venable)  was  out  of  order,  as  it  referred  by 
name  to  a  war  which  had  no  historic  or  other  ex- 
istence. 

The  CHAIR  sustained  the  objection,  and  ruled 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Venable  out  of  order. 

A  member  proposed  an  amendment  to  extend 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  those  who  had  served 
in  the  Southampton  insurrection  in  Virginia.  It 
was  agreed   to,  as  the  reporter  believes. 

Mrf  ROCK  WELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  the 
following  amendment  to  Mr.  THOMPso>f's  amend- 
ineiu : 

Proviilcd,  Tlint  .ill  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  extend 
to  and  inrliKJe  all  tlio.-;e  vviio  served  as  volunteers  or  niililia 
in  the  war  ol"  the  Revolution,  and  their  heirs,  not  inoiuding 
those  for  whose  servires  pension  has  heen  grant'd  ;  and  the 
same  shall  also  extend  to  and  include  all  who  served  the 
lengih  of  time  iherein  stated  as  petty  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States  during  the  last  war 
with  Great  Britain. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  DUER  moved  to  amend  Mr.  THOMPso>f's 
amendment,  as  follows  : 

Strike  out  all  after  "the  same  are  herehy,"  4th  line,  and 
insert:  "extended  to  every  inhabitant  of  tile  United  States 
ahove  the  aire  of  twenty-one  years,  being  iu  indigent  circum- 
staiices,  or  having  a  family  dependent  upon  his  or  her  labor 
for  their  support,  who  now  is  or  who  hereafter  may  become 
a  citizen  of  the  United  .*tates." 

He  said  that  if  Congress  was  about  to  make  a 
division  of  the  public  domain,  he  was  for  having 
nn  equal  division.  He  wanted  to  give  all  a  share. 
He  could  not  see  why  those  only  who  had  fought 
for  the  country  were  to  be  sharers  in  the  common 
spoil.  There  were  other  claims  as  well  as  those  for 
military  service.  Let  the  division  be  something 
like  equal. 

He  approved  of  the  principle  of  making  a  do- 
nation of  small  portions  of  the  public  domain  to 
actual  settlers,  under  certain  restrictions,  and  on 
certain  prudent  and  necessary  conditions;  but  if 
Congress  was  going  to  enter  on  these  large  grants, 
he  hoped  his  amendment  would  be  adopted. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 

The  question  again  being  on  Mr  Thompson's 
amendment  as  amended — 

Ml-.  .JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  sent  to  the  Chair 
as  a  substitute,  to  be  offered  at  the  proper  time,  the 
draft  of  a  bill,  which  was  read  for  information, 
and  will  be  found  below. 

Mr.  GREEN  proposed  to  insert  an  amendment 
to  grant  the  bounty  to  all  who  had  desired  to  slay 
a  Mexican.      [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  feared  that  what  the  commit- 
tee were  doing  would  look  rather  bad  upon  paper. 
He  would  therefore  move  that  the  cominittee  rise. 

The  motion  was  rejected  by  an  overwhelming 
•majority. 

A  member  from  New  York  moved  to  include  all 
who  had  been  engaged  in  the  Dorr  insurrection. 

It  wa.s  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  EDWARDS  propo.sed  to  add,  "particular- 
ly the  man  who  had  adtriitted  Santa  Anna  into 
Mexico."     [  A  laugh.] 

It  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  offered  an  amend- 
ment extendmg  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  all 
who  had  served  in  the  Revolution  from  the  1st  of 
January,  1775. 

He  supported  his  amendment  by  observing, 
that  it  was  his  desire  to  go  back  to  those  noble- 
hearted  men  who  had  commenced  the  great  fight 
for  our  national  liberty — tnen  who  fought  upon 
their  own  hook.  He  would  give  one  hundred  and 
Bixty  acres  of  the  public  lands  to  every  one  of 
them  who  had  served  the  cau.se  of  America  against 
Great  Britain,  either  in  the  military,  naval,  or 
murine  .service.     This  amendment  was  rejected. 

Another  motion  waH  here  made,  that  the  com- 
miliee  rise,  but  promptly  negatived. 

IVlr.  DUNN  offered  an  amendment  notdistinctly 
heard  by  the  reporter,  and  of  which  he  could  ob- 
tain no  copy. 

The  quewtion  now  occurring  on  the  ori"-inal 
amendment  to  the  bill  which  had  been  moved  by 
Mr.  Tuo.MP.soN,  of  Mississippi,  a.s  amended  by  the 
adoption  of  the  various  amendments  to  it  which 
liad  since  been  od'ered,  the  amendment  was  reject- 
ed; 80  all  the  previously  adopted  ameiidmenis  fell 
with  it 


Mr.  WICK  moved  an  additional  section  to  the 
bill,  the  object  of  which  was  to  prevent  any  reduc- 
tion in  the  commutation  allowed  to  volunteers  who 
did  not  need  the  full  amount  allowed  to  regulars 
for  clothing.  He  explained  the  nature  of  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  rose  to  order,  and  objected  to 
this  amendment  as  not  germane  to  the  bill,  and 
therefore  prohibited  as  an  amendment  by  the  fifty- 
fifth  rule  of  the  House.  The  sole  object  of  the  bill 
was,  to  rectify  a  false  interpretation  given  at  the 
Pension  Office  to  the  law  granting  bounty  to  our 
soldiers  in  the  Mexican  war,  so  as  to  secure  the 
land  bounty  to  soldiers  who  had  been  promoted  from 
the  ranks  and  received  officers'  commissions  for 
good  conduct.  The  subject  of  this  ainendment  was 
wholly  foreign  to  that,  and  therefore  not  in  order. 
The  same  objection,  indeed,  would  apply  to  the 
whole  of  theamendments  which  had  been  proposed 
to  the  bill.  He  hoped  the  committee  would  rise 
and  report  the  bill  in  its  original  form. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  thought  his 
amendment  was  germane  to  the  bill,  because  the 
bill  itself  extended  the  land  bounty  to  those  who 
would  not  otherwise  receive  it,  and  the  amendment 
did  no  more. 

The  CHAIR  sustained  Mr.  Stephens's  objec- 
tion, and  ruled  Mr.  Wick's  amendment  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  moved  a  substi- 
tute for  the  whole  bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  as 
follows: 

That  the  benefits  conferred  by  the  ninth  section  of  the 
act  entitled  "  An  act  to  raise,  tor  a  limited  time,  an  additional 
military  fcirce,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  February 
11,  1S47,  be,  and  llie  same  are  hereby,  extended  and  secured 
to  all  non-commissioned  otficers,  musicians,  and  privates, 
who,  during  tlie  war  with  Mexico,  may  have  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  promoted  to  any  company  or  staff  othce  alter 
their  arrival  at  the  suat  of  war,  and  after  the  original  organi- 
zation of  the  company,  corps,  or  regiment  to  which  they 
respectively  belonged. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  non-commissioned 
officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  who  may  have  been,  or 
may  hereafter  be,  taken  prisoners  whilst  in  the  line  of 
their  duty  in  the  war  with  Mexico,  shall  be  entitled  to  and 
receive,  whether  as  infantry  or  mounted  men,  and  whether 
their  term  of  service  shall  expire  or  not,  the  same  rate  of 
pay,  allowance,  and  comniutalion  of  subsistence  during  cap- 
tivity that  they  were  actually  entitled  to  receive  at  the  time 
of  capture. 

He  explained  and  briefly  advocated  his  amend- 
ment. He  said  it  had  received  the  approval  of 
experienced  men;  it  was  simple,  and  covered  the 
whole  grdund.  He  hoped  the  committee  would 
now  go  seriously  to  work  and  pass  the  bill. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  proposed  to  Mr. 
Johnson  to  modify  his  bill  so  as  to  restrict  the  first 
section  to  such  privates  as  had  been  promoted  from 
the  ranks  after  the  organization  of  the  regiments  to 
which  they  belonged. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  accepted  this  as  a  modification 
of  his  substitiited  bill. 

Mr.  JONES  explained  and  advocated  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  the  adoption  of 
Mr.  Johnson's  substitute,  as  modified  by  him  at 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Jones — ■ 

Mr.  STEPHENS  op|)o.sed  the  substitute,  and 
hoped  the  original  bill  would  be  adopted  and  re- 
ported. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  I^entucky,  wished  to 
amend  the  original  bill  by  the  adoption  of  a  substi- 
tute. He  hoped  the  gentleman  froin  Arkansas 
[Mr.  Johnson]  would  accept  it  in  lieu  of  his  own 
as  an  amendment.     It  was  as  follows: 

Be  itfurl/ier  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  where,  by  the  laws 
now  existing,  the  wile,  children,  or  parent  of  any  volunteer 
olhcer  or  soldier  who  has  died  in  the  service  during  the  pres 
ent  war  with  Mexico,  are  entitled  to  bounty  land,  in  the 
event  that  such  officer  or  soldier  has  died,  or  shall  hereal'ter 
die  in  Uie  service,  having  no  wife,  children,  or  parent,  then 
the  next  of  kin  who,  by  ilie  laws  of  the  Stale  where  such 
volunti  er  ollicer  or  soldier  enli.-tiHl,are  hcirs-at-law  of  such 
decedent,  or  such  persuii  as  said  olhcir  or  soldier  shall  aji- 
point  by  will,  shall  be  enutli'd  to  inherit  and  receive  such 
interest  in  said  bounty  lands  as  they  or  any  of  them  would 
be  entitled  to  under  the  laws  of  the  place  of  enlistment  or 
by  such  devise. 

He  remarked  that  the  whole  purpose  of  the  ori- 
ginal bill,  as  reported  from  the  committee,  was  to 
supply  a  casus  omissus  in  the  former  bounty-land 
bill.  Now,  there  were  three  cases  which  that  bill 
failed  to  provide  for,  and  which  it  was  the  purpo.se 
of  his  substitute  to  cover.  He  hoped  it  would  be 
accepted  as  a  modification  of  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  declined  to  ac- 
c«pt  it. 


Mr.  TURNER  moved  that  the  committee  rise; 
but  his  motion  was  ne^^atived  without  a  count. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Thompson  to  the  origi- 
nal bill  was  ruled  for  the  present  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  offered  the  following 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Johnson: 

SEr. — .  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  land  warrants 
for  military  services  in  the  present  war  with  Mexico,  issued 
in  pursuance  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  act  of  February  11, 
1847,  to  raise  for  a  limited  lime  an  additional  military  force, 
and  for  other  purposes,  may  be  located  by  the  warrantee  or 
his  heirs-ailaw,  in  forty  or  eighty-acre  tracts,  at  any  land 
office  in  the  United  Slates,  upon  any  of  the  public  lands  in 
such  district  subject  to  private  entry,  or  upon  any  lands  im- 
proved by  the  warrantee  or  his  heirs-at-law,  or  to  which  he 
or  his  heirs  may  have  secured  a  preemption  right. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  said:  When  the  b.ill 
reported  by  the  honorable  gentleman  frotn  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  [Mr.  Evans]  was 
under  consideration,  he  proposed  an  amendment 
which  he  deemed  of  the  first  importance  to  the 
gallant  men  who  went  from  the  new  States  to  fight 
our  battles  in  Mexico:  it  was,  to- permit  them  to 
select  their  lands  in  forty  or  eighty -acre  tracts,  as 
they  might  consider  most  for  their  interest.  This 
would  enable  them  to  secure  a  part  of  their  bounty 
in  timber  land,  and  part  in  prairie.  Without  this, 
the  bounty  which  the  Government  intended  to 
bestow  on  these  patriotic  men  would  fail  of  accom- 
plishing the  object  designed  by  the  passage  of  the 
law  making  these  grants.  His  amendment  was 
cut  off  by  a  motion  to  refer.  He  therefore  renewed 
it,  and  offered  it  as  an  additional  section  to  the 
bill.  It  was  so  equitable  and  just  in  its  provisions, 
that  he  did  not  see  how  any  gentleman  could  op- 
pose it.  Aside  from  the  benefits  it  would"  confer 
upon  the  gallant  men  who  periled  their  lives  in 
defence  of  the  rights  and  honor  of  our  country, 
and  shed  a  lustre  upon  the  American  name  un- 
equalled in  this  or  any  former  age,  it  would  be  an 
advantage  to  the  Government,  as  it  would  insure 
the  entry  of  many  detached  forty  and  eighty-acre 
tracts,  which  have  been  long  in  market,  and  that 
otherwise  would  not  be  entered.  If  this  amend- 
ment becomes  a  law,  many  of  the  young  men  who 
have  served  in  this  war  will  appropriate  their  war- 
rants to  enlarging  the  farms  of  their  fathers,  by 
taking  second-rate  lands  because  of  its  contiguity 
to  the  farm. 

When  the  bill  to  which  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration is  an  aiTtendment  was  under  considera- 
tion, he  gave  his  views  at  some  length.  It  did  not 
pass  in  the  shape  he  desired.  It  was  not,  in  his 
opinion,  liberal  enough  to  the  soldier  who  left  the 
endearments  and  comforts  of  home,  and  marched 
to  the  battle-field.  He  was  opposed  then  to  any  re- 
strictions upon  these  grants  of  land,  and  was  in  favor 
of  leaving  the  soldier  free  to  dispose  of  this  small 
bounty,  granted  to  him  as  a  reward  for  his  patri- 
otism, in  such  manner  as  he  might  think  would 
best  promote  his  interest.  He  then  remarlced,  that 
the  warrants  issued  to  the  soldiers  should  be  in 
such  form  as  to  make  them  most  available  to  the 
soldier.  He  should  be  left  free  to  locate  his  war- 
rant upon  any  lands  belonging  to  the  Government 
and  subject  to  sale,  and  at  such  lime  as  might  best 
promote  his  interest  or  convenience.  Any  restric- 
tions in  relation  to  the  location  or  transfer  of  the 
warrant,  would  lessen  the  value  of  the  grant,  and 
of  course  destroy  one  of  the  principle  objects  con- 
templated by  the  bill  now  under  consideration.  He 
was  for  giving  the  soldier  full  power  to  make  the 
most  out  of  this  land  bounty  that  he  could. 

The  bill  of  nth  February,  1847,  was  defective 
in  another  particular:  it  should  have  extended  its 
provisions  to  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  those  who 
were  killed,  or  who  died  in  the  service.  He  had 
the  honor,  when  that  bill  was  under  consideration, 
to  offer  a  substitute  which  emiiraccd  them.  The 
same  rea.son  existed  for  extending  the  benefits  of 
that  act  to  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  those  who 
were  killed,  or  who  died  in  the  service,  as  in  ex- 
tending it  to  the  father  and  mother.  It  was  true 
that  in  many  cases  the  son  was  the  stay  and  sup- 
port of  the  aged  and  infirm  parents;  and  it  wa.s 
equally  true,  that  in  very  many  cases  he  was  also 
the  stay  and  support,  the  guardian  and  protector, 
of  younger  brotliers  and  sisters;  many  of  these  cases 
were  within  his  own  knowledge.  Did  any  gen- 
tleman, in  voting  for  the  bill  granting  bounty  lands 
to  those  who  enlisted  or  volunteered  to  .serve  in  the 
present  war  with  Mexico,  make  any  other  calcu- 
lation than  to  give  the  full  amount  of  land  provided 
in  the  bill,  either  to  the  soldier  or  his  heirsL  Did 
any  one,  think  you,  make  the  calculation  of  how 
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many  would  die  or  be  killed,  and  how  much  land 
the  Government  would  save  thereby  in  consequence 
of  the  bill  not  extending-  to  the  brothers  and  sis- 
ters? Did  any  member  desire  to  withliold  this 
bounty  from  the  brothei-s  and  sisters  of  those  who 
sacrificed  their  lives  in  the  service  of  their  cfiuntry, 
which  this  brother  would  have  been  entitled  to  if 
he  had  lived  to  fulfill  his  term  of  service,  and  return 
to  his  friends  and  his  home?  What  compensation 
is  this  paltry  bounty  for  the  loss  of  a  kind  and 
affectionate  l)rother? 

Sir,  said  iVIr.  S.,  we  oufjht  not  to  hesitate  for  one 
momentin  passino;  this  amendment.  His  opinions 
in  this  matter  had  underg;one  no  change.  While 
the  bill  was  under  discussion  which  we  were  now 
trying  to  amend,  he  advocated  not  only  a  larger 
bounty  in  land  than  passed,  but  advocated  an  in- 
crease of  pay  to  the  soldiers.  And,  inanswer  to  ob- 
jections urged  against  the  ability  oftiie  Government, 
he  remarked,  that  "  the  Government  had  land 
enough  and  to  spare,  and  he  had  yet  to  learn  that 
our  Government  could  not  raise  the  money  neces- 
sary to  prosecute  the  war,  even  though  the  pay  of 
thesoldier should  be  raised  to  ten  dollars  per  tnonth. 
Sir,  is  there  any  member  of  this  House  who  has 
so  low  an  estimate  of  the  patriotism  of  his  coun- 
trymen as  to  suppose  that  they  would  not,  when 
all  other  legitimate  sources  of  revenue  fail,  cheer- 
fully pay  a  direct  lax  to  prosecute  this  war  v/ith 
energy  to  an  honorable  peace?  He  hoped  no  one 
doubted  for  a  moment  the  will  or  the  ability  of  the 
country  to  furni.sh  promptly  and  cheerfully  the 
means  to  carry  on  the  war.  And  to  say  that  if 
land  warrants  were  issued  to  our  soldiers,  that 
they  would  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  speculator, 
and  then  they  would  '  dry  up  the  land  revenue,  and 
prevent  our  getting  a  loan,'  was  certainty  show- 
ing that  our  credit  hung  upon  a  frail  thread.  He 
did  not  believe  any  such  doctrine.  If  the  raising 
of  money  tocarry  on  thewardepended  upon  raising 
two  or  three  millions  of  dollars  from  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands,  our  credit  was  at  a  low  ebb,  and 
the  sooner  we  ceased  making  appropriations  the 
better  for  us.  He  believed  the  credit  of  the  nation 
rested  upon  the  honesty,  energy,  and  ability  of  her 
citizens,  who  have  always  been  found  equal  to  any 
exigency.  And  if  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars 
should  be  necessary  to  prosecute  this  war  to  an 
honorable  peace,  he  had  full  faith  that  it  could  be 
raised,  and  that  the  interest  could  be  paid." 

Mr.  STEPHENS  renewed  his  question  of  order, 
insisting  that  this  amendment  was  not  germane  to 
the  bill. 

The  CHAIR  overruled  the  objection. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  took  an  appeal. 

The  amendment  was  again  read,  and  the  Chair, 
being  now  able  to  hear  it  more  distinctly,  ruled  it 
not  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  SMITH  then  offered  a  second  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  to  which  Mr.  STEPHENS 
made  the  same  objection;  it  changed  the  whole 
land  system  of  the  country. 

The  CHAIR  ruled  it  not  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  SMITH  appealed;  but  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky,  again  pro- 
posed his  substitute,  as  above. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  objected  to  it  as  out 
of  order. 

And  the  CHAIR  so  ruled. 
Mr.    McCLERNAND    offered    the   following 
amendment  to  Mr.  Johnson's  amendment: 

Sec.  — .  JInd  Ic  it  further  enacted,  That  the  provisions 
and  liiiiitiitions  of  the  ninth  section  of  tlu;  act  of  Fehriiaiy 
11,  1847,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  so  extended,  that  the 
non-coininissioned  officers,  inusiciatis,  and  privates,  of  the 
reitulars,  militia,  volunteers, and  rangers,  who  served  in  tlie 
Indian  war  of  1790,  and  who  served  in  the  war  of  1812 
twelve  months  or  more,  shall  receive  a  bounty  of  one  hnn- 
ilred  and  sixty  acres  each;  and  all  of  said  "soldiers  who 
served  six  months  or  more  shall  receive  a  bounty  of  eighty 
acres  of  land  each  ;  provided  that  lionntics  shall  not  be 
granted  to  those  who  have  already  received  bounties. 

The  CH  AlPi.  ruled  this  amendment  out  of  order. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  tiie  amendment 
of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  being  then  on  the  original  bill,  ns 
inserted  in  the  beginning  of  these  j)rocnedings, 
(with  an  amendm«nt,  consisting  of  the  last  i)ro- 
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viso,  formerly  offered  by  Mr.  Richardson,)  it 
was  agreed  to. 

And  the  C(ynmiitee  thereupon  rose,  and  reported 
the  liill  to  the  House. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky,  offered  the 
substitute  he  had  proposed  in  committee. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  previous  question, 
ufider  the  operation  of  which  the  amendment  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Thompson  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  eno;rossed  for  a 
third  reading;  and  it  was  read  a,  third  time,  and 
passed . 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  t-able. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  May  8,  1848. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the  adoption  of 
measures  for  the  settlement  and  protection  of  the 
Indians;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  joint  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  ihe  State  of  New  York,  in  favor  of 
the  payment  of  claims  for  French  spoliations  prior 
to  1800;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  D.  said,  that  during  the  secoruJ  session  that 
he  had  the  honor  of  occupying  a  seat  in  the  Senate, 
this  subject  had  been  presented  here  for  consider- 
ation, and  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  select 
committee  to  whicli  it  was  referred.  A  majority 
of  that  conmiiltee  was  in  favor  of  the  claims,  and 
a  bill  was  accordingly  reported.  With  the  .Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Mangum,]  he  had 
dissented  from  that  report,  and  it  became  his  duty 
to  explain  the  grounds  of  his  di.?sent.  Although 
he  considered  the  case  of  these  claimants  one  of 
peculiar  hardship,  he  did  not  think  the  burden 
of  payment  ouglit  to  be  imposed  on  the  treasury. 
His  opinion  on  the  subject  had  not  been  changed 
by  subsequent  reflection.  The  resolutions  which 
he  had  now  presented  were  not  in  the  shape  of 
instructions.  Had  they  been  in  that  form,  he 
would  have  cheerfully  obeyed  them.  But  they 
simply  requested  the  Senators  from  New  York  to 
support  these  claims.  And  he  would  only  add, 
that  whenever  the  subject  came  up  for  discussion 
he  woitld  give  that  request  the  respectful  consider- 
ation which  was  due  to  the  high  source  whence  it 
proceeded. 

The  jointreso'utions  wereordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  citizens  of  New  York,  praying  Congress 
to  purchase  Mount  Vernon;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Corhmittee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  UPFIAM  presented  resolutions  from  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  in  favor  of  Asa 
Whitney's  plan  of  a  railroad  from  Lake  Michigan 
to  the  Pacific;  which  were  read  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  New  York,  praying  Congress  to  estab- 
lish a  post  route  from  New  York  to  Philadelphia; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  GREENE  presented  the  petition  of  Nancy 
•Tillson,  praying  for  a  pension;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Oregon,  asking  the  immediate  extension  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  over  that  Territory, 
and  donations  of  land  to  settlers  therein;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  YULEE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  inquire 
into  the  expediency  and  best  mode  of  exiendiuK  the  circuit 
court  system  to  the  States  of  Texas,  Florida,  Iowa,  and 
Wisconsin. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  I'ost 
Ro.uls  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expi-diency  of  estab- 
lishing a  post-route  at  Bouiterics,  in  the  parisliof  ft.  Jami.'s, 
Slati!  of  Ijouisiana,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Wississi|)pi  river, 
to  be  culled  St.  Jame*. 
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On  motion  by  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts, 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  he  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  whether  the  provisions  oflaw  rtqiiiriii!;  of  pub- 
lishers vviio  take  out  a  copv-rit;lit  to  place  the  work  in  th« 
Library  ot  Congress  iiee-Js  amendmem. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia, 

Resolved,  That  tiie  Committee  on  ?Javal  Affairs  he,  and 
they  are  iierebj-,  instructed  to  examine  into  the  propriety 
and  necessity  of  estahlishinga  professorship  of  international 
law  Ml  the  naval  school  of  Annapolis. 

Rcsotved,  That  the  same  committee  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  and  neces- 
sity of  removing  the  restrictions  imposed  by  the  act  of  1st 
August,  181:5,  hy  which  the  number  of  inidshiimien  in  the 
navy  is  limited  tn  451,  so  far  as  to  authorize  the  increase  of 
t!ie  iiumlier  to  4'JO;  and  also  of  allowiug,  at  all  times  here- 
after, e^icii  Slate  and  Territory  to  have  two  midshipmen 
fur  each  representative  in  Congress  to  v/hich  it  may  he  ea- 
titlcd. 

Rc^-olvcd,  That  the  said  committee  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by, instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing, 
by  law  the  appointment  of  one  midsliipmau  out  of  eight  in 
ten  at  large,  irrespective  of  actual  residence,  and  that  they 
report  upon  eacli  of  the  above-named  subjects  hy  bill  or 
otherwise. 

REPORTS   FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  grant  a  right  of  way 
through  the  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Indiana, 
for  certain  jiurposes;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 
*  Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  following  House  bills,  without  amend- 
ment: An  act  for  the  relief  of  those  preemption 
claimants  on  the  Miami  lands  in  Indiana,  who,  by 
their  services  in  the  Mexican  war,  are  entitled  to 
bounty  land;  an  act  to  authorize  ilie  citizens  of 
Ozark  county,  Missouri,  to  enter  less  than  a  quar- 
ter section  of  land  for  the  .seat  of  justice  in  said 
county;_and  an  act  relating  to  military  land  war- 
rants. 

Mr.  BREESE  moved  the  discharge  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  from  the  fuither  consider- 
ation of  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  .Ala- 
bama, in  relation  to  the  assent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  leasing  the  canal  round  the  Muscle  Shortls;  and. 
that  it  be  refei'red  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals, 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  personal  representatives  of  William  A.  Sla- 
cum;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  Y/ESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial 
of  Sarah  Ten  Eyck,  on  the  ground  that  the  com- 
mittee, at  this  and  former  sessions,  had  declared 
"  that  verdicts  and  certificates  of  juries  finding  bal- 
ances in  favor  of  defendants,  when  sued  by  the 
United  States,  cannot  be  received  as  evidence." 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported,  without  amend- 
ment, a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  for  the 
relief  of  George  R.  Smith. 

'Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents, 
moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  Oliver 
Evans,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

■  Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  in  relation  to  the  terms  of 
the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  New  Jersey;  which  was  read  a 
first  time. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported,  without  amendment,  the  bill 
authorizing  the  district  judge  of  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee to  hold  a  special  term. 

Mr.  D.  moved  that  this  bill  be  now  considered. 
The  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  considered 
as  in  Committee'of  the  Whole,  and  was  then  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  the  l)ill  respecting  the  public 
archives  in  the  State  of  Florida,  with  an  additional 
section.  ., 

Mr  W  moved  that  this  bill  be  now  considered; 
which  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  consid- 
ered as  in  Committee'of  the  Whole,  the  amemlment 
of  the  committee  was  a2:rced  to,  and  the  bill  was 
then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
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the  relief  oP  John  "VV.  Simonton;  which  was  twice 
read,  and  fefened  to  *he  Committeee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
grant  to  the  State  of  Arkansas  certain  unsold  lands, 
subject  to  overflow,  for  the  purposes  of  internal 
improvement,  education,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lauds. 

SPECIAL  ORDER YUCATAN. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  temporary  military  occupation  of 
Yucatan;  the  question  pendisig  beinL'on  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  D.wis,  of  iVlississippi,  as  a 
substitute  for  the  oris:inat  bill. 

Mr.  FOOTE  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  a  report  which  appeared  in  the  Baltimore  Sun, 
to  the  effect  that  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
had  stated  that  he  did  not  think  it  necessaiy  to 
correct  a  statement  made  by  the  Senator  from  iVlis- 
sissippi; which  report  he  asserted  to  be  incorrect. 

Mr.  CALPIOUN  said  Ite  Imd  used  a  general 
expression,  that  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of  cor- 
recting misstatements,  unless  under  pa;-ticular  cir- 
cumstances. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  then  gave  his  reasons  for  tiie 
vote  which  he  jiroposed  to  give  for  the  bill.  He 
thought  the  geographical  position  in  which  we- 
stood  in  relation  to  Yucatan  must  prevent  sis  from 
Viewing  her  situation  with  indifference.  The  pos- 
session of  that  country  was  intimately  coiniected 
with  the  navigation  of  the  Gulf.  And  although 
■we  arc  at  present  amicably  situated  as  regards  for- 
eign nations,  that  affords  no  reason  why  we  should 
not  adopt  a  careful  policy.  He  referred  to  a  cor- 
respondence between  the  United  States  Secretary 
of  State  and  M.  Jalayar  and  M.  Obregon,  on  the 
subject  of  a  supposed  intention  to  make  an  attack 
on  Cuba,  and  also  to  a  letter  addressed  to  Mr. 
Middleton,  in  Russia,  suggesting  in  wliat  contin- 
gency the  United  States  would  feel  bound,  to  inter- 
pose in  the  servile  war  in  Porto  Rico,  &c.,  in  order, 
from  the  course  of  policy  indicated  in  that  corre- 
spondence, to  argue  that  we  are  bound,  in  carrying 
out  the  same  views,  to  interpose  for  the  defence  of 
Yucatan  against  tlie  hostile  Indians.  He  con- 
tended that  the  similarity  between  our  institutions 
and  those  of  Yucatan  rendered  it  still  more  incum- 
bent on  us  to  interfere.  If  we  do  not,  and  Eng- 
land or  any  other  Power  should  stretch  out  a 
friendly  hand  for  her  relief,  lie  did  not  see  on  what 
ground  we  could  act,  in  such  case,  on  the  declara- 
tion of  Mr.  Monroe,  and  resist  the  movement  as 
an  improper  interference  with  the  American  conti- 
nent. Humanity  ought  to  operate  upon  us,  in  all 
cases  in  which  we  could  act  without  prejudice  to 
our  own  interests;  and  in  all  cases,  the  appeals  of 
humanity  should  be  received  with  all  proper  con- 
sideration. 

He  did  not  apprehend  any  interposition  on  the 
part  of  England,  occupied  as  she  must  now  be 
with  her  own  internal  difficulties.  He  did  not 
believe  that  she  would  raise  her  voice  against  our 
interference  for  the  relief  of  I'ucatan,  to  give  the 
assistance  which  that  country  needs  and  asks. 
He  glanced  at  the  language  of  the  President  in  his 
message,  in  which  he  indicated  a  strong  disposi- 
tion to  aid  Yucatan,  but  that  he  had  not  the  power. 
He  had  recommended  to  Congress  to  give  assist- 
ance to  Yucatan;  not  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
her  territory,  but  to  relieve  her  from  the  attacks  of 
her  internal  foes,  and  then  to  seek  for  recompense 
in  Buch  commercial  arrangements  as  might  after- 
wards be  made  between  liiem.  The  weakness  of 
the  wliiie  race  in  Yucatan— a  feeble,  fearful,  help- 
less minority,  hunted  down  iiy  savages,  no  age 
nor  .sex  spared  from  the  butchery  of  the  savages- 
rendered  the  appeal  to  our  humanity  much  stronger 
than  if  the  Yucatancse  had  been  strong,  and  able 
to  make  head  against  llieir  enemies. 

He  would  not,  because  the  savages  v/ere  a  ma- 
jority, and,  as  had  been  as.serted,  had  an  equality 
of  rights  with  the  white  race,  let  it  be  suppo.'je'd 
that  we  regarded  them  as  having  a  right  to  assassi- 
nate the  peaceful  and  helpless  citizens.  He  was 
opposed  to  our  standing  aloof,  and  folding  our 
arms,  until  other  nations  should  be  prevailed  on  to 
give  their  aid.  Give  our  citizens  an  oppcu-tunity, 
txMd  it  would  soon  be  accii  that  a  sufncieiit  iu{ml)er 
would  volunteer  in  spite  of  all  the  dangers  of  the 
enterprise,  to  rescue  ihc  Buffering  citi?;ens  of  Yu- 
catiin. 


He  referred  to  the  charge  that  this  subject  was  to 
be  connected  with  the  Presidential  election,  but  he 
hoped  that  no  such  apprehension  would  prevent  us 
from  taking  the  course  dictated  by  humanity.  If 
there  was  any  individual  on  this  floor  so  base  as  to 
be  huckstering  for  office  by  the  course  he  took  on 
this  subject,  the  intelligence  of  the  people  would 
detect  and  defeat  Irtm.  The  question  was  above 
party  considerations;  and  he  hoped  that  party  views 
would  not  be  permitted  to  defeat  just  legislation. 

He  was  willing  to  aid  the  people  of  Yucatan 
until  they  were  delivered  from  the  (langer  in  which 
the}'  are  plunged.  He  saw  no  reason  why  Mex- 
ico should  take  offence  at  our  interference,  from 
humane  motives,  in  the  behalf  of  Yucatan.  Every 
Texan  would  be  in  favor  of  the  movement.  He 
stated  that  our  Government  had,  in  her  treaty  with 
Texas  in  J832,  stipulated  to  defend  her  against  the 
incursions  of  the  Lidians;  yet,  in  the  teetlj  of  this 
treaty,  either  by  the  connivance  of  this  Govern- 
ment, or  by  the  treachery  of  her  agents,  this  treaty 
had  been  violated. 

If  we  do  not  interfere  to  rescue  Yucatan,  we 
shall  be  forever  estopped  from  taking  offence  against 
any  other  Power  which  -ma)'-  at  a  future  time  lend 
her  aid.  He  hoped  we  should  not  be  laggard  on 
this  occasion,  and  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  those  who  had 
applied  to  us  as  their  first  friend,  and  thus  make 
her  alien  to  us.  He  desired  to  know  what  distinc- 
tion should  be  made  between  a  people  dying  from 
famine  and  a  people  fallii>g  under  the  knife  of  the 
assassin.  He  admitted  the  case  to  be  novel  and 
without  precedent,  and  he  hoped  no  similar  case 
would  ever  again  occur;  but,  because  it  was  novel, 
he  hoped  we  should  not  be  induced  to  stand  aloof. 
■Always  an  advocate  of  peace  and  indisposed  to 
any  entangling  alliances — believing  that  in  times  of 
trarK|uiIlity  commerce  flourished  and  industry  pros- 
pered— still  he  knew,  that  as  peace  was  not  the 
natural  element  of  man,  contests  between  nations 
will  coi>tinue,  and  we  must  not  dream  that  we  shall 
be  able  to  keep  ourselves  in  a  state  of  peace  at  all 
times.  As  to  the  war  with  Mexico,  he  had  no 
speech  to  make  over  on  that  question.  But  no  one 
could  deny  that  annexation  was  the  cause  of  the 
war  with  Mexico.  The  war  grew  out  of  tlie  joint 
resolution  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  for  the 
annexation  of  Texas.  Mexico  had  recognized  the 
independence  of  Texas,  when  that  joii>l  resolution 
was  adopted,  on  the  sole  condition  that  Texas 
would  not  annex  herself  to  the  United  States. 
Texas  rejected  that  treaty  for  the  purpose  of  an- 
nexing herself  to  the  United  States.  The  United 
States  knew  when  she  took  Texas  that  she  must 
take  also  the  wars  in  which  Texas  was  engaged  at 
the  time  of  the  aimexation. 

He  denied  that  there  had  ever  been  a  Congress 
in  Mexico.  Iturbide  had  kicked  out  the  Congress. 
Santa  x^ni>a  had  done  the  same.  It  was  nothing 
but  a  nominal  power,  which  was  employed  or  de- 
stroyed at  the  will  of  the  ruling  despot. 

As  to  the  Mexican  war,  we  had  not  commenced 
it;  we  had  adopted  it  when  we  adopted  Texas. 
He  denied  that  Texas  h.ad  ever  any  other  bound- 
ary but  the  Rio  Grande.  The  Nueces  svas  never 
the  boundary. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  asked  who  had 
occupied  the  valley  of  the  Nueces?     , 

Mr.  HOUSTON  replied,  that  part  was  occupied 
by  the  cavalry  of  Texas,  and  the  oth.er  part  by 
predatory  bands  of  Mexicans  and  Indians.  He 
insisted  that  Texas  would  never  hn\e  consented  to 
annexation,  but  for  the  sake  of  being  protected 
against  Mexican  ho.stilitics.  Mexico  was  con- 
stantly menacing  her  with  an  attack — the  reports 
of  preparations  came  with  every  breeze — and  it 
was  merely  to  obtain  relief  from  these  dangers 
that  she  consented  to  annex  herself  to  the  United 
Stales. 

Mr.  NILES  said  he  presumed  that  it  was  desira- 
ble to  take  a  vote  as  early  as  possible.  It  was 
now  getting  late,  and  he  had  as  yet  had  no  oppor- 
tunity to  examine  the  papers  before  the  Senate, 
which  had  just  been  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GRIilENE  said  there  was  Executive  business 
to  be  transacted,  and  he  thought  it  might  be  better 
to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  hoped  that  this  motion 
would  not  prevail.  Some  other  Senator  might  be 
prepared  to  go  on;  and  he  hoped  the  question 
would  be  taJcen  on  the  bill  in  the  course  of  to-mor- 
row. 
Mr.  JOHNSON, of  Maryland,  expressed  a  hope 


that  the  bill  would  not  be  pressed  through  with 
such  haste.  If  he  understood  the  papers,  this 
subject  had  been  before  the  Executive  for  six 
months.  He  had  not  had  an  opportunity  to  look 
at  the  documents  just  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said  it  was  very  important 
that  we  should  act  at  once,  not  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  relieving  the  Yucatanese,  but  mainly  be- 
cause it  is  a  question  whether  we  shall  tftke  hold 
of  Yucatan,  or  that  England  shall  do  so.  Eni,Hand 
is  ready  to  put  her  foot  there  if  we  do  not.  if  we 
move  first,  she  will  go  no  further. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  said  he  desireii 
information  which  was  not  contained  in  the  docu- 
ments on  the  table. 

Mr.  Hx\NNEGAN  suggested  that  there  had 
been  sufHcient  time  for  Senators  to  call  for  any  in- 
formation they  might  desire. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  replied,  that  he  had  always 
thought  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
would  not  recommend  a  measure  to  the  Senate, 
without  transmitting  the  information  on  which 'he 
had  founded  his  recommendation;  butasitapiieared 
that  the  information  v.'hrch  had  induced  him  to  acS 
had  not  been  sent  to  the  Senate,  he  would  now 
propose  to  call  for  this  very  information. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  made  some  remarks  under  the 
gallery,  which  could  not  be  heard  with  any  distinct- 
ness. He  was  understood  to  say,  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  now  in  his  hands, under  his  own  coiMtruc- 
tion,  sufficient  power  to  enable  him  to  furnish  all 
necessary  aid  to  Yucatan.  He  had  the  navy  at  his 
disposal;  and  as  Yucatan  was  regarded  as  a  por- 
tion of  Mexico,  he  could  use  it  in  this  case.  It 
would  be  long  before  an  army  could  go  there  to 
give  relief — not  before  its  aid  would  cease  to  be  of 
any  use. 

A  discursive  colloquial  discussion  went  on  for 
some  time,  having  little  relation  to  the  bill,  in  which 
Messrs.  JOHNSON  of  Maryland,  HOUSTON, 
HANNEGAN,  DAVIS  of 'Mississippi,  CAL- 
HOUN, CRITTENDEN,  WESTCOTT,  CASS, 
and  FOOTE,  took  part;  when  a  motion  was  made 
to  adjourn,  but  was  withdrawn;  and 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  considered  and 
agreed  to: 

Rcsjlvcd,  Tliat  the  Presidpnt  be  requestod  to  communi- 
cite  to  tlic  Senate  all  tlie  infiiriuiitioti  in  liis  possession  in 
relalinn  to  the  condition  of  Yucatan,  and  which  he  had  he- 
fore  him  when  his  recent  message  relative  to  that  ronntry 
was  sent  to  Congi-gss,  and  also  any  information  which  he 
may  since  have  ohtaincd  as  to  its  present  condiliou. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  May  9,  1848. 

Mr.  BURT  rose,  as  soon  as  the  Journal  had 
been  read,  and  said  he  believed  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Missoui-i,  [Mr.  Hall,]  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  joint  resolution  pro- 
viding for  the  payment  of  the  regiment  of  Texas 
mounted  troops  called  into  th^  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  under  the  requisition  of  Colonel  Curtis, 
in  the  year  1847,  had  this  morning  precedence  of 
other  business.  When  it  was  last  before  the 
flouse,  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vinton] 
moved  an  adjournment,  and  therefore,  if  that  gen- 
man  desired  to  address  any  remarks  to  the  House, 
he  presumed  that  gentleman  would  be  entitled  to 
the  floor. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
make  any  remarks. 

Mr.  BURl"  said  he  did  not  rise  to  protract  the 
discussion  on  that  resolution,  but  to  express  h\n 
concurrence  (he  having  reported  the  resolution)  in 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  with 
the  view  to  ofler  an  amendment,  which  he  apjirc- 
hendcd  would  meet  the  views  of  the  House,  so  far 
as  he  was  able  to  judge  by  those  elicited  in  the 
previous  debate  on  this  subject.  He  trusted  the 
question  on  the  motion  to  reconsider  would  be  put 
and  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution — 

Mr.  BURT  moved  the  following  amendment  in 
the  form  of  a  proviso: 

"  Provided,  That  notliini;  in  the  act  approved  IMarrh  2, 
1847,  entitled  'An  act  to  amend  an  aei  to  provide  lor  the 
pnvinwit  of  horses  and  othiT  propcity  lost  and  destroyed  in 
the  mililaiy  service  ol  the  United  States,'  approved  January 
18,  lt37,  shall  be  construed  to  revive  the  provi-o  to  the  sec- 
ond section  of  Ihc  not  approved  June  15,  1810,  entitled  'An 
net  making  an  appropriation  for  the  payment  of  horses  lost 
by  lh«  Missouri  volumo«ri  in  th«  Florid*  war.'  " 
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On  this  amendment  he   desired   to  say  a  few 
words.     In  1837  a  general  law  was  passed  for  the 
payment  of  horses  lost  under  certain  circumstances 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States.     That  law  was 
•confiiied  in  its  application  to  twelve  months.     It 
was  then  revived  for  ivvo  years,  and  it  has  been 
continued  by  renewals  to  the  present  time.     The 
act  of  1837  is  therefore  now  in  force.     But  in  1844 
a  proviso  was  made  to  the  act  renewing  the  act  of 
1837,  by  which  it  was  provided   that  the  act  of 
1837  was  not  to  apply  to  horses  lost  in  any  subse- 
iquent  war.     The  act  of  1837  was  renewed  for  the 
Jast  time  in  1847;  and   the  auditor  whose  duty  it 
was  to  fix  the  construction  of  such  acts,  determined 
Jhat  the  proviso  of  the  act  of  1844,  which  says  that 
the  act  of  1837  shall  not  apply  to  liorses  lost  in  any 
•subsequent  war,  v/as  rerwwed  by  the  act  of  1847. 
A  review  of  all  those  acts  left  on  his  mind  the  im- 
pression that  the  decision  of  the  Third  Auditor  was 
very  probably  incorrect;  but,  inasmuch  as  he  has 
decided,  and  as  his  decision  has  been  approved  by 
the  competent  authority,  it  becomes  necessary  that 
the  construction  of  the  act  of  1837  should  be  fixed 
as  he  proposed  to  fix  it  by  the  amendment  wliich 
he  had  now  submitted,  by  which  the  genei-al  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  1837  would  be  renewec^.    'I'he 
gentleman  fiorn  Ohio   [iVIr.  Giddings]   the  other 
day  objected  to  this  resolution  for  the  payment  of 
these  I'exas  volunteers  because  the  suras  paid  un- 
der acts  of  Congress  for  the  use  and  ri.sk  of  the 
lior-ses  were  not  to  be  deducted  by  the  terms  of  the 
resolution  from  the  price  of  tlie  horses,  when  horses 
might  be  lost  under  circumstances  which  required 
the  Government  to  pay  for  them.     Now,  he  would 
say  to  that  gentteman  and  to  the  House,  that  he 
knew  of  no  instance  under  the  act  of  1837 — and  he 
was  informed  by  the  Third  Auditor  that  there  had 
been  no  such  instance  whatever — of  any  deduction 
being  made  from  the  daily  allowance  for  the  use 
and  risk  of  the  horses,  of  tJie  value  of  tlie  horse 
when  it  should  have  been  subsequently  lost  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States.     There  had  been  no 
such  instance  whatever,  and  therefore  there  was 
no  such   provision  in  this  resolution.     The  forty 
■cents  per  day,  or  the  twelve  doJlars  per  month, 
were  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the  horses;  and  if  tfie 
iiorses  were  subsequently  lost,  and   the  Govern- 
ment was  called  upon  to  pay  the  price  at  which 
they  were  appraised  when  they  were  carried  into 
tlie  service  of  the  United  States,  in  ho  instance,  he 
was   informed   by  the  Third  Atulitor,  had  there 
been  any  deduction  made  from  such  compensation 
for  their  use  and  risk.     He  submitted,  therefore, 
to  the  House,  that  as  there  could  be  no  valid  ob- 
jection  to   the  proviso  which   he  had  submitted, 
with  theadoptionof  that  the  joint  resolution  should 
be  adopted.    The  proviso  being  adopted,  provision 
would  be  made  not  only  for  the  payment  of  the 
Texas  volunteers,  but  for  all  horses  lost  under  cir- 
-cumstances  which  obliged  the  Government  to  pay 
for  them,  or  made  it  just  and  expedient  that  the 
Government  should  pay  for  them. 
■  Mr.  GIDDINGS  was  still  opposed  to  the  reso- 
lution.    If  a  person    had  a  horse  in    the  public 
.service  for  two  or  three  hundred  days,  at  the  rates 
which  the  Government  paid  for  use  and  risk,  the 
owner  would  get  the  double  value  of  tlie  horse.    He 
could  not,  therefore,  approve  of  the  payment  of 
the  full  value  afterwards,  in  case  the  horse  should 
be  lost. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  wished  to  set  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  right;  for  without  some  cor- 
rection the  House  might  be  misled.  The  forty 
cents  per  day  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the  horses 
was  given  by  the  Government  for  the  use  and  risk 
and  the  loss  to  which  the  horses  might  be  exposed 
by  the  act  of  the  owners  or  of  the  enemy,  and  had 
never  been  understood  to  be  extended  to  risk  and 
loss  by  the  act  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  He  would  suppose  a  case.  Suppose  a 
man  with  his  horse  entered  into  the  public  service 
and  should  march  one  day,  and  at  its  close  the 
horse  should  be  taken  sick  and  die:  the  volunteej- 
would  receive  his  forty  cents  for  that  day  for  use 
and  risk,  but  nothing  for  the  loss  of  the  horse. 
He  mentioned  this  as  an  illustration,  and  there 
were  many  other  cases  that  could  readily  be 
imagined  which  would  place  the  owner  in  a  pre- 
cisely similar  position.  He  wished  the  House  dis- 
tinctly to  understand,  that  when  a  liorse  was  lost 
by  the  act  of  the  volunteer  or  of  the  enemy,  unless 
it  was  actually  killed  in  battle,  the  Government 
did  not  pay  for  It. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  proposed  to  amend 


the  amendment,  by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the 
following  Vvfords: 

"Provided,  also,  ThiU  all  horses  belon<»in?  to  voliinteersi, 
which  were  lost  in  tlie  Gulf  of  Mexico,  since  the  13th  Muy, 
1846,  by  beini;  thrown  overboani  or  otherwise,  shall  be  paid 
for  ill  ti\e  same  manner  as  is  [irovided  far  the  payment,  of 
other  lost  horses  in  tliis  act." 

The  acts  which  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina wished   to  revive  would    not  meet  the  cases 
contemplated  by  this  amendment,  and  therefore  he 
thought  it  was  necessary  it  should  be  adopted. 
The   laws   proposed   to  be  revived  were  specific: 
they  specified    how  the   horses  were  to  be  lost  to 
entitle   the  owner   to  payment.      But  for  a  horse 
thrown  overboard   in  the  Gulf  there  was  no  pro- 
vision.    If  horses  were  lost  for  want  of  forage,  or 
were  abandoned  or  shot  by  order  of  the  command- 
ing officer,  the  Government  would  compensate  the 
owner,  and  his  amendment  was  designed  to  meet 
cases  which  were  not  provided  for  in  any  of  those 
acts  which  were  passed  prior  to  the  Mexican  war. 
Mr.  BURT  assured  the  gentleman   from  Ten- 
nessee that  he  v.'as  mistaken.      The  act  of  1837, 
and  a  subsequent  act  passed  in  1838  or  1839— an 
act  on  which  he  could   not  put  his  finger  at  this 
moment — provided  for  the  payment  of  horses  lost 
under  the  circumstances  indicated  by  the  gentleman 
froni  Tennessee,  and  for  all  horses  lost  by  any  un- 
avoidable accident  v/ithout  the  fault  of  the  owner. 
The  point  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
occuiTed  to  the  committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and 
was  well  considered  by  that  committee;  the  com- 
mittee referred  to  the  acts  heretofore  passed,  and 
the  result  of  their  examination  was  a  conviction 
that  the  act  of  1837,  and  the  successive  acts  renew- 
ing that  act,  provided  for  the  payment  of  horses 
lost  under  every  possible  circumstance  which  any 
member  of  this  House  would  deem  expedient  and 
proper.     There  was  no  instance  of  an  accident  or 
a  casualty  connected  with  the  service,  under  which 
the  horse  of  a  volunteer  was  lost,  that  it  was  not 
paid  for  by  this  Government.     It  always  had  been 
the  case.      When  a  horse  was  shot  in  battle,  or  died 
for  want  of  provender,  or  was  abandoned   by  a 
commanding  officer,  or  was  otherwise  lost  by  un- 
avoidable accident,  it  was  always  paid  for.  '  The 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  was  satisfied  that 
the  existing  laws,  with  this  proposition  now  pend- 
ing, would  furnish  authority  to  meet  every  circum- 
stance  under  which  it  would   be  just  and-  proper 
that  the  Government  should  pay  for  lost  horses. 
Heassured  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  the  cases 
were  provided  for  that  were  contemplated  by  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  JONES  said  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  was  correct  in  saying  that  Congress  had 
passed  laws  providing  payment  for  all  horses  lost 
by  unavoidable  circumstances  or  accidents,  and 
without  the  fault  of  the  owners;  but  if  that  gentle- 
man had  as  much  experience  at  the  Third  Audit- 
or's office  as  he  (Mr.  J.)  had,  he  would  find,  per- 
haps, that  constructions  were  given  to  laws  that 
were  not  strictly  in  accordance  with  his  ov/n  con- 
structions. The  law  was  clear,  that  if  a  horse 
should  die  for  the  want  of  forage,  it  should  be  paid 
for  by  the  Government,  by  whose  act  the  loss  was 
occasioned.  But  some  time  since  he  was  intrusted 
with  a  case  in  which  payment  was  claimed  for  a 
horse.  The  proofs  were  clear,  and  the  muster-roll 
showed  that  the  volunteer  with  his  horse  had  been  in 
the  service  103  or  104  days,  and  that  during  that 
time  the  Government  had  furnished  butaboutthirty 
rations,  leaving  upwards  of  seventy  not  furnished 
— and  that,  he  thought,  was  sufficient  to  starve  any 
horse  to  death.  Well,  when  the  volunteer  wus 
discharged,  he  was  paid  12i  cents  for  each  ration 
which  the  Government  had  not  furnished;  and 
when  payment  for  the  lost  horse  was  applied  for, 
the  position  was  taken,  that  as  the  Government 
had  paid  for  the  rations,  the  horse  did  not  die  for 
want  of  them,  and  that  the  Government  was  not 
liable.  Thus,  the  owner  got  some  ^10  or  |12  for  ra- 
tions for  a  dead  horse  that  was  valued  at  §140  when 
he  went  into  the  service.  He  had  not  examined  all 
the  acts  which  the  gentleman  proposed  to  revive; 
but  of  those  he  had  seen  he  saw  none  tliat  provided 
with  sufficient  clearness  for  the  cases  contemplated 
in  his  amendment.  What  were  those  cases?  In 
1847,  when  troops  were  ordered  from  Tampico,  a 
portion  of  the  mounted  volunteers  were  sent  by 
one  vessel,  and  their  horses  were  shipped  in  an- 
other across  the  Gulf  to  Vera  Cruz.  During  the 
passage  a  storm  arose,  and  many  horses  were 
thrown  overboard  to  save  the  vessel.  Other  vessels, 


freighted  with  horses  of  the  same  regiment,  were 
landed  in  safety,  and  the  horses  were  restored  to  the 
owners,  who  served  out  their  time  with  them;  and, 
when  they  came  to  be  discharged,  their  horses 
were  turned  over  to  the  Government,  and  the 
Government  paid  for  them.  But  the  owners  of 
those  which  were  thrown  overboard  not  only  lost 
the  value  of  the  horses,  but  they  had  to  submit  to 
a  reduction  of  pay  also,  for  their  pay  was  reduced 
from  that  of  mounted  men  to  that  of  the  foot. 
Now,  not  to  pay  for  horses  thus  lost  was  manifest 
injustice,  wfien  the  others  were  paid  for  which  be- 
longed to  volunteers,  at  the  end  of  their  term  of 
service.  Those  horses  wei'e  certainly  lost  without 
any  fault  of  their  owners,  and  under  circumstances 
which  fhey  cowld  not  control.  It  was  possible 
that  they  might  be  brought  within  that  provision 
which  met  cases  of  unavoidable  accident;  but,  as 
he  could  not  say  what  construction  would  be  put 
.upon  it  by  the  Third  Auditor,  he  proposed  a  very 
plain,  simple,  and  comprehensive  amendment,  by 
whicli  those  men  would  obtain  payment  for  their 
property. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  was  understood  to  say,  that  as 
the  amendment  placed  the  payment  for  horses  lost 
on  the  same  footing  as  was  done  by  the  law  of 
1844,  he  should  not  make  any  opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  BURT  ex|il-ained,  and  insisted  that  the  act 
of  1842,  after  specifying  under  what  circumstances 
lost  horses  should  be  paid  for,  went  on  to  say  that 
hor.ses  lost  by  unavoidable  accident  should  be  in- 
cluded, and  thi-s  would  cover  the  case  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee.  The  class  to  which 
the  gentleman's  statement  and  his  amendment  re- 
feri-ed  v/as  a  class  which  had  always  been  paid  for 
under  that  act.  However,  if  there  could  be  any 
doubt  on  the  subject,  it  might  be  well  enough  to 
adopt  the  amendment;  it  could  at  any  rate  do  no 
harm. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Jones,  it  was  adopted,  and  the 
amendment  as  thus  amended  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  question  being  then  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time — 

Mr.  HAMMONS  inquired  of  the  gentleman 
from  Texas  [Mr.  Kaufman]  how  long  these  trfTops 
had  been  in  service.' 

Mr.  lilAUFMAN.  They  were  in  service  dif- 
ferent periods.  They  arrived  at  San  Antonio  at 
different  times  between  April  4  and  May  14,  1847, 
and  were  mustered  in  as  they  arrived  at  that  place 
of  rendezvous.  All  but  two  companies  were  mus- 
tered out  of  service  on  the  2d,  4th,  and  5th  of 
June,  1847.  These  two  companies,  commanded 
by  Captains  B.  F.  Hill  and  T.  J.  Smith,  refused  to 
be  mustered  out  of  service. 

Mr.  BURT  stated  that  these  Texas  volunteers 
had  been- called  into  service  by  Colonel  Curtis  just 
before  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista,  at  a  time  v/hen  it 
was  known  that  Santa  Anna  was  approaching 
Saltillo,  while  at  the  same  time  another  Mexican 
army  was  moving  toward  the  Rio  Grande.  Under 
the  requisition  of  the  Executive  of  Texas,  they 
marched  early  in  March,  and  were  ordered  to  ren- 
dezvous at  San  Antonio.  They  came  to  that  point 
from  all  quarters  of  the  State,  and  they  arrived 
there  about  the  middle  of  March,  and  continued 
to  arrive  till  the  early  part  of  May.  They  marched 
from  San  Antonio  to  relieve  General  Taylor;  but 
in  the  meanwhile  the  great  battle  of  Buena  Vista 
had  been  fought,  and  they  wore  met  on  their  way 
by  order  frons  General  Taylor  to  return  to  San 
Antonio,  and  there  be  mustered  out  of  the  service; 
which  was  done  about  the  first  of  June. 

Mr.  HAMMONS  said  he  must  confess  that  he 
could  not  see  any  good  reason  why  these  troops 
should  receive  any  bounty  land.  The  bill  pro- 
vided that  they  should  receive  full  wages  as  troops 
of  the  United  States;  that  their  expenses  should 
be  paid;  that  their  lost  horses  should  be  paid  for; 
and  then,  in  addition  to  all  this,  that  they  should 
be  entitled  to  bounty  land  beside,  although  they 
had  served  but  from  fifteen  to  forty-five  days. 

Mr.  BURT  again  rose  to  explain.  Bounty  land 
was  not  necessarily-granted  to  these  troops  by  the 
resolution.  The  resolution  provided  that  they 
should  receive  all  the  bounty  land  to  which  they 
would  have  been  entitled  had  they  been  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  by  a  compe- 
tent authority;  it  did  not  decide  whether  they 
would  have  been  entitled  to  any  land  or  not;  it  did 
no  more  than  place  them  where  they  would  have 
stood  if  the  requsition  had  been  made  by  legal  au- 
thority. 
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Mr.  HAMMONS  said  that  he  Ivad  looked  at  the 
resolution,  and  Jic  understood  that  the  provision 
of  bounty  l.i'id  vas  expressed  iti  rather  \ague 
terms;  and  he  was  not  quite  sure  whether  it  did 
o-ive  these  volunteers  any  land  or  not.  Butrfit 
gave  them  none,  why  was  this  clause  placed  in  the 
resormionatall?  As  long  as  it  stood  there,  it  might 
possibly  be  so  construed  as  to  give  these  troops, 
who  had  served  but  ten,  fifteen,  or  at  the  longest 
forty-five  da\s,  IGO.OOO  acres  of  land;  which,  at 
$1  25  the  acre,  would  be  equal  to  $200,000.  Be- 
lieving that  the  clause  ooiiht  not  stand  there,  he 
moved  to  strike  it  out  nf  the  resolution.  He  did 
rot  see  why  men  who  had  served  but  a  few  days 
should  get  a  quantity  of  the  public  land  worth 
§200,000  for  being  v.  iiling  to  perforin  service  which 
they  in  Hirt  never  did  jierforni. 

Mr.  BURT  read  the  clause  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out.  This  only  gave  these  men  the  land 
they  would  have  been  entitled  to  receive  if  they 
had  eiiii'ited  under  a  legal  requisition  ;  v.'liether 
they  would  gel  any  depended  entirely  on  tlie  con- 
structfoij  tliat  should  he  given  to  the  act  providing 
bounties  for  the  troops  who  served  in  the;  Mexi- 
can war.  And  would  any  gentleman  deny  to  these 
patriotic  men  the  land  bounty  to  which  they  would 
liave  been  legally  entitled?  On  what  ground  could 
such  a  refus'.l  be  justified?  It  was  said  they  had 
done  no  service  in  tlie  field;  that  was  not  their  fault. 
They  equipped  iheais^ivea  for  service,  and  set  out 
to  perform  it. 

Again,  it  wa.s  urged  that  they  had  served  for 
only  a  short  penod;  that  was  true;  but  did  gentle- 
men forget  that  tlTe,  regiment  to  which  they  were 
attached  embraced  many  who  were  in  the  regiment 
of  Colonel  flays — that  chivalrous  and  celebrated 
commander,  who  had  performed  such  brilliant  ser- 
Tice  in  the  buttles  on  the  Rio  Grande?  A  more 
gallant  body  of  men  never  fought  for  our  national 
hanner.  Who  had  not  heard  of  Hays's  mounted 
men?  They  were  ever  ready  to  fly  to  the  rescue. 
These  Texas  volunteers  had  done  all  tliey  could 
do;  tiiey  had  equip[)ed  themselves  for  service  at 
their  own  e.xpcnsc,  and  provided  themselves  with 
the  best  horses  in  Texas.  They  were  the  citizens 
of  the  soil  they  had  been  so  prompt  to  defend, 
and  if  the  lav/  would  have  given  them  their  land, 
there  were  no  troops  who  better  deserved  it.  That 
point,  however,  the  resolution  did  not  undertake 
to  decide. 

Mr.  HAMMONS  said  the  e>:p!nnation  ju.st 
given  by  the  gentleman  from  Smith  Carolina  did 
not  reli'jve  his  rnind  in  the  least  degree;  on  the 
contrary,  it  rather  increased  his  difficulties.  He 
■was  nov/  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  resolution 
■would  grant  the  It-nd  absolutely,  and  he  was  as- 
sured that  all  who  read  it  carefully  must  come  to 
the  same  conclusion.  If  this  was  not  its  effect, 
why  was  the  clause  iiusorted,  and  why  were  gen- 
tlemen so  anxious  to  retain  it?  It  meant  something 
or  it  meant  nothing  :  if  it  meant  nothing,  why  not 
strike  it  out?  If  it  meant  .something,  let  thorn  un- 
derstand v/liat  that  something  was.  The  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  asked  if  any  genilernan 
here  would  stand  up  and  say  that  these  men  sliould 
not  got  the  same  amount  of  land  witli  other  troops 
if  the  law  would  give  it  them  ?  He,  for  one,  would 
make  a  distinction  between  men  who  had  served 
a  few  days  and  never  seen  an  onemy,  and  men 
who  had  served  in  ail  the  great  battles  in  Mexico. 
He  would  ni)t  give  these  men  the  same  reward. 
There  was  no  reason  aboily  of  men  who  had  done 
no  more  than  they  did  shoiild  g<'t  ffi200,000  worth 
of  the  public  domain.  I'he  gentleman  .said  that 
some  nf  thc^o  troops  belonged  to  Hays's  mounted 
regiment  :  if  so,  then  they  wtre  under  different 
ofriccns  as  siich,  murwould  get  their  land  under 
other  acts  of  Congress,  and  so  there  could  be  no 
need  to  provide  for  them  in  this  resolution. 

He  would  not  bo  understood  to  maintain,  that 
because  C<doncl  Curtis  had  no  legal  authority  to 
call  them  out,  therefore  they  should  not  receive  a 
full  remuneration  :  he  was  willing  to  allow  them 
nil  the  resolution  contained  but  this  provision  of 
bounty  land.  And  he  insisted  on  his  motion  that 
that  clause  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  PiLLSBURY  Imped  the  motion  would  not 
prevail.  There  seemed  to  be  an  impression  that 
these  I'exas  volunteers  were  going  to  make  a  lar'-'e 
.imount  of  money  out  of  the  Government.  Why, 
did  not  '_"iiilenien  know  that  no  man  in  Texas 
roidd  equip  himsdf  for  the  public  .service  as  these 
men  had  done,  for  double  the  amount  of  all  they 
would  receive?     It  was  only  justice  to  put  these 


troops  on  the  same  fooling  with  others  who  liad 
volunteeretl  to  serve  the  country.  Tiie  resolution 
pronounced  no  judgment  whether  thes*  men,  if 
legally  called  out,  would  have  bsen  entitled  to 
bounty  land;  it  only"  cured  the  illegality  of  the 
requisition  under  which  they  were  mustered  into 
service,  and  put  them  where  they  would  have 
stood  had  the  requisition  been  covered  by  law. 
They  could  form  no  judgment  whether  the  call  ad- 
dressed to  them  was  strictly  legal  or  not.  Tliey 
lushed  to  obey  the  cull  of  the  Executive  of  their 
State;  they  never  thought  about  legal  quibbles  in 
the  matter;  such  a  thing  never  once  entered  into 
their  hearts;  they  consulted  only  the  impulses  of 
patriotism.  The  consideration  of  these  few  dirty 
acres  never  came  into  their  minds.  Let  gentlemen 
only  consider  v.'hat  would  have  been  the  condition 
of  our  whole  frontier  if  General  Taylor  had  been 
defeated.  The  whole  country  would  have  been 
swept  by  those  semi-barbarians.  They  met  this 
danger,  and  were  ready  to  do  their  utmost  to  avert 
it.  Was  it  because  ihcy  did  not  run  to  a  lawyer 
to  be  informed  whether  the  requisition  made  by 
Curtis  was  in  strict  conformity  wiiii  law,  that  they 
were  to  be  deprived  of  their  land  ?  There  was 
not  a  Texas  soldier  in  the  field  who  did  not  ex- 
pend more  than  he  received.  Some  of  them  had 
fought  the  Mexicans  before  for  ten  years,  and  re- 
ceived their  pay  in  money  not  worth  more  than 
twenty  cents  in  the  dollar.  He  could  not  believe 
that  the  House  would  refuse  to  reward  such  men 
as  it  (lid  others. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  said  he  agreed  in 
the  general  principle  of  the  resolution,  but  differed 
from  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Burt]  in  one  point. 

Mr.  HAMMONS  interposed  to  say  that  he  was 
willing  to  modify  his  motion;  and  instead  of  stri- 
king out  the  land  bounty  clause,  to  add  a  proviso 
that  they  would  have  been  entitled  to  it  had  the 
requisition  nndei-  which  they  enlisted  been  legal. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  said  he  differed 
with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Bukt]  upon  one  point  which  would  probably  have 
an  important  bearing  upon  the  bill  now  before  the 
House.  He  understood  from  the  gentleman  that 
it  WHS  the  intention  of  the  Military  Comniittee  not 
to  express  any  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  boun- 
ty lands  which  might  or  might  not  be  given  to  this 
regiment  called  out  by  Colonel  Curtis.  His  (Mr. 
H.'s)  opinion  was,  that  this  law  should  make  an 
explicit  declaration  oif  this  subject,  or,  in  other 
words,  that  Congres.s  itself  should  determine 
v/helher  these  men  were  entitled  to  bounty  lands 
or  not.  They  had  the  facts  before  them;  they 
were  the  law-making  power,  and  certainly  it  was 
their  duty  to  declare  whether  the  law  should  be 
extended,  by  construction  or  otherwise,  so  as  to 
apply  to  these  men.  His  own  opinion  was,  that 
if  these  Texas  volunteers  were  entitled  under  this 
law  to  their  bounty  lands,  it  would  be  doing  injus- 
tice to  a  large  number  of  troops  which  had  been 
called  out  in  several  of  the  States  for  this  same 
war,  and  who  were  not  mustered  into  service  at 
all,  or  who  were  mustered  into  service  and  dis- 
charged innncdiatcly.  It  was  known  to  his  col- 
leagues and  to  the  Mouse  generally,  that  a  large 
number  of  troojis  had  enlisted  under  the  call  of 
Major  General  Gaines,  some  of  whom  got  to  Me.x- 
ic,o;  Colonel  Desha's  regiment  was  the  first  to  leave 
New  Orleans  and  to  arrive  at  the  Rio  Grande;  they 
got  their  bounty  lands.  But  then  there  was  a  num- 
ber of  troops  froin  sections  a  little  more  remote,  who 
were  mustered  into  service  and  were  mustered  out 
immediately;  others  who  enlisted  and  were  not 
mustered  into  service  becau.sc  the  order  rescinding 
the  call  of  General  Gaines  reached  there  previously, 
and  they  had  to  go  home,  receiving  no  bounty 
lands  as  a  matter  of  course.  He  asked,  then,  the 
gentleman  from  Texas,  and  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  to  show  him  the  distinction  be- 
tween those  volunteers  and  the  Texas  volunteers. 
Preciselv  the  same  state  of  things  existed  also  in 
Ohio.  Thousands  and  thousanils  of  troops,  who 
enlisted  as  volunteers,  marched  hundreds  of  miles 
to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  were  not  there  re- 
ceived, because  the  quota  of  the  Slate  was  made  up. 
The  only  difierenrc  between  these  volunteers 
from  Texas  and  from  the  other  States  was,  that 
the  one  were  mustered  into  service  and  discharged 
seeing  no  service,  and  the  others  were  not  mus- 
tered into  .service,  but  had  seen  as  much  and  done 
ns  much  as  those  who  were.  He  had  no  point  to 
make  on  the  illegality  of  the  call  of  Colonel  Curtis: 


the  troops  .should  not  be  made  to  answer  for  his 
want  of  authority,  as  they  went  there  in  good 
faith  for  the  defence  of  tlieir  counli-y.  If  that  was 
the  only  objection,  he  sImiuIiI  go  for  the  bill.  As 
to  the  fighting  of  these  troops  for  the  Fast  ten  years, 
as  was  urged  by  the  gentleman  from  Texas,  he 
considered  that  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  case. 
If  they  had  fought  there  for  the  kist  ten  years, 
they  had  fought,  not  for  the  interest  or  benefit  of 
the  United  Slates,  but  on  their  own  hook,  or  the 
hook  of  Texaa. 

Mr.  PILLSBURY  said  that  tlvey  had  been  fight- 
ing for  the  United  States;  they  had  got  nothing 
but  annexation,  and  had  given  up  their  whole 
country  for  nothing. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  rejilied  that  the  gentleman  fvmvi 
Texas  certainly  biought  in  a  very  singular  claim — 
one  which  he  believed  could  not  be  sustaineil  by 
the  gentleman's  colleague,  if  hia  object  was  to 
make  the  United  States  pay  for  all  the  fighting  that 
Texas  had  done  for  the  last  ten  years,  there  should 
at  least  be  brought  in  a  separate  bill.  The  gentle- 
man said  they  had  got  nothing  by  aniMXation, 
He  (Mr.  H.)  was  not  now  saying  what  Texas 
had  got,  or  what  the  United  States  had  got;  but  it 
was  sufficient  answer  to  the  gentleman,  that  they 
were  willing  to  come  in. 

Mr.  McKAY  called  attention  to  another  portion 
of  the  resolution,  which  provided  for  paying  these 
men  from  the  time  they  were  called  out  until  they 
were  mustered  out  of  the  service;  and  further,  in 
regard  to  two  companies,  commanded  by  Captains 
Smith  and  Hill,  wlio  refused  to  Ije  musieretl  out 
of  service,  who  were  to  be  paid  up  to  the  period 
that  they  thnnghi  proper  to  disband  them.selves. 
He  asked  whetlier  the  House  would  sanction  the 
principle,  when  the  militia  were  called  into  service, 
whether  by  competent  or  incompetent  authority, 
that  they  should  !)e  allowed  to  contiivuc  in  servic* 
as  long  as  they  pleased,  and  the  Government  be 
under  obligation  to  pay  them? 

Mi\  BURT  (with  Mr.  McKay's  permission) 
stated  that  he  thought  the  resolution  was  not  cor- 
rectly under.^tood  by  the  gentleman  fi'om  North 
Carolina.  He  (Mr.  B.)  stated  to  the  House,  from 
official  papers  before  him  and  before  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  that  this  regiment  was  called 
into  service  for  six  months  by  Colonel  Curti.s. 
The  resolution  provided  that  their  pay  should 
commence  from  the  time  they  were  mustered  into 
service.  He  did  not  understand  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  to  object  to  that. 

He  related  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
companies  of  Captains  Smith  and  Hill  refused  to 
be  innstered  out  of  the  service,  and  said  the  reso- 
lution sintply  provided  that  their  pay  should  stop 
when  they  refused  to  be  mustered  out  of  service, 
or  were  disbanded.  Whenever  they  refused,  their 
pay  stopped;  and  whenever  they  were  disbanded, 
it  stoppeiJ,  as  a  matter  of  course, 

Mr.  McKAY  accepted  the  explanation  of  the 
gentleman,  although  he  confes.'^ed  he  was  not  en- 
tirely satisfied  with  it.  But  he  thought  the  House 
would  hesitate  long  to  adopt  the  resolution,  unless 
that  part  was  stricken  out  which  declared  that 
these  volunteers  were  entitled  to  their  bounty  lands. 
He  read  this  poition,  which  provides  that  they 
shall  be  entitled  to  bounty  lands,  the  same  as  they 
would  have  been  had  they  been  called  into  service 
by  the  competent  authorities.  It  was  true,  the 
gentleman  said  this  resolution  expressed  no  opin- 
ion; but  it  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  McK.)  that  it 
should  be  stricken  out.  If  gentlemen  examined 
the  act  of  11th  February  last,  they  would  see  that 
this  description  of  troops  were  not  entitled  to  bounty 
lands  at  all.  That  act  only  gave  bounty  lands  to 
those  volunteers  <-alled  out  for  twelve  months,  and 
who  subsequently  marched  to  the  seat  of  war.  A 
provision,  it  is  true,  was  made  for  those  called  out 
by  requisition  of  General  Gaines  for  less  than 
twelve  months,  but  this  provision  was  wholly  re- 
trospective. H(!  read  both  provisions  in  support 
of  his  view  of  the  case. 

'Now,  there  were  two  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
this  regiment  getting  their  bounty  lands:  first,  they 
did  not  march  to  the  seat  of  war;  they  were  dis- 
charged bclbre  they  reached  the  Rio  Grande;  and, 
second,  they  were  called  out  after  the  passage  of 
this  resolution,  and  not  for  twelve  months.  He 
hoped  that  part  of  the  refsolution  relative  to  bounty 
lands  would  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  SMITH, of  Indiana, obtained  the  floor,and 
yiehled  to 

Mr.  BURT,  who  proposed  to  offer  an  amend- 
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ment  to  strike  out  and   insert,  so  as  to  read,  "and 
'  the  said  regiment  are  hereby  declared  to  lie  enti- 

*  tied  to  bounty  I.tnds:  Provided,  They  wouid  have 

*  been   eniitled   to  bounty  landfs  if  they  had    be-on 

*  called  into  service  under  requisition  by  competent 
'  authority,  and  not  otherwise." 

The  amendment  was  not  received  at  this  time. 

Mr,  SMITH  said  he  did  not  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  a  speech.  He  iiad  no  objection  to 
those  volunteers  wlio  were  called  out  in  Te.xats  Ije- 
ing  paid;  but  his  object  was,  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  fact,  that  the  hili  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Wisconsin  had  been  made  the  special  order 
of  this  day,  and  he  th-onght,  as  an  act  of  justice  to 
V/isconsiu,  it  should  be  taken  \\p.  He  was  will- 
ing, however,  that  this  subject  should  be  disposed 
trf,  and  as  this  House  was  sufficiently  enlightened, 
for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  question,  he  moved 
the  previous  question. 

Sonje  c(mversation  arose  on  a  point  of  ortler  lie- 
tween  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  and  Mr.  KAUF- 
MAN. 

Mr.  HAMMONS  modified  his  amendment,  so 
as  to  embrace  Mr.  McKay's  desired  proposition, 
by  striking  out  all  that  part  of  the  resolution  rela- 
ting to  bounty  lands. 

Mr.  BURT  urged  that  his  amendment  should  be 
received  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Hammons. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  BURT 
and  the  SPEAKER— 

The  SPEAKER,  decided  that  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  could  not  be 
received,  not  being  in  its  nature  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  but  to  the  original  bill. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  then 
seconded:  Ayes  83,  noes  not  counted. 

And  the  main  question  was  ordered,  being  first 
•on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Hammons. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to;  and  the  resohition  was  ordered  to  be 
■engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  (the  bill  having  been  en- 
g^rossed)  moved  to  reconsider  tiie  vote,  in  order 
that  he  might  offer  an  amendment  giving  to  this 
Texas  regiment  bounty  land. 

The  SPEAKER  decided,  that  as  the  engross- 
ment had  been  already  once  reconsidered,  the  mo- 
tion could  not  again  be  made. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  contended,  that  as  the  bill  had 
been  materially  altered  since  tiie  last  reconsidera- 
tion, by  making  a  general  provision  in  regard  to 
horses  lost  in  the  service,  a  motion  to  reconsider 
should  now  be  entertained. 

The  SPEAKER  adhered  to  his  decision. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  then  asked  whether  a  motion 
to  recommit  the  bill  would  not  be  in  order,  so  that 
the  amendment  indicated  might  be  made  through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  committee.'' 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  a  motion  to  re- 
commit would  be  in  order,  but  without  instructions 
to  the  committee. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  then  moved  to  recommit  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs,  and  ad- 
dressed the  House  in  support  of  his  motion,  and 
of  the  claims  of  this  regiment  of  Texas  volunteers 
to  bounty  land.  He  expressed  his  regret  that  the 
previous  question  had  cut  him  off  from  addressing 
the  House  prior  to  taking  the  vote  on  the  amend- 
tivent  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
McKay.]  This  bill  had  gone  through  many  dan- 
gers. On  a  former  day,  it  passed  to  its  third  read- 
ing; was  this  day  reconsidered,  an  amendment 
offered  and  carried  with  his  (Mr.  K.'s)  consent, 
providing  for  compensation  for  all  horses  lost 
.since  the  commencement  of  the  present  war  with 
Mexico;  but  in  its  progress  again  to  its  third 
reading,  an  important  part  of  the  bill  had  been 
lopped  off — that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  bounty 
hand.  The  bill  only  provided  that  these  men 
should  be  entitled  to  the  bounty  land  they  would 
have  been  entitled  to  if  Hhe  call  of  Colonel  Curtis 
had  been  legal.  Was  there  anything  unjust  in 
this  provision?  Should  the  promptitude  and  pa- 
triotism with  which  these  gallant  inen  rushed'to 
the  post  of  danger  and  of  honor,  regardless  of 
petty  forms  and  technicalities,  be  set  down  to  their 
disadvantage?  Sir,  there  is  a  call  which  isal)0venll 
law,  and  which  every  true  repui)lican  who  loves  his 
country  and  her  institutions  will  respond  to;  and 
that  is,  to  fly  to  the  succofof  his  coimtry  and  her 
Hag  when  they  are  in  danger.  This  is  the  call 
which  the  Texans  had,  and  to  which  they  prompt- 
ly responded,  and  to  which  I  trust  they  may  ever 


respond,  however  their  uncalculating  and  self-sac- 
rificing patriotism  may  be  rewarded. 

The  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Hammon's,] 
in  order  to  frighten  the  House  "from  its  pro- 
priety," had  made  a  calculation  of  the  enormous 
amount  that  wouid  be  di-awn  from  the  treasury  by 
tlie  bounty  provision — fixing  it  at  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  Mr.  K.  did  not  care  v/hat  the 
amount  was,  if  others,  v/ho  went  out  under  legal 
calls,  were  entitled  to  the  same  amount.  But  the 
gentleman  was  mistaken  in  his  calculation.  He 
put  down  the  amount  of  bounty  land  to  which 
each  soldier,  under  this  provision,  would  be  en- 
titled, as  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres;  v/hereas 
the  highest  they  could  possibly  receive,  under  the 
law  of  February  II,  1847,  was  forty  acres,  (one- 
fourth  of  the  amount  embraced  in  his  calculation;) 
and  he  estimated  the  men  in  this  regiment  at  one 
thousand,  when  their  numbers  (those  that  would  be 
entitled  to  land  )  were  only  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
tive.  Besides  this,  the  United  States  having  no  land 
in  Texas,  the  soldiers  of  that  State  generally  pre- 
ferred to  take  their  bounty  in  money  scrip — twenty- 
five  dollars  in  scrip  being  the  amount  allowed  for 
the  forty  acres  of  land  by  the  act  of  1847.  So 
that,  after  all,  twenty-five  dollars  in  United  States 
paper  was  the  only  additional  amount  in  the  shape 
of  bounty  proposed  to  be  allowed  these  men — and 
that,  provided  they  would  have  been  allowed  it  in 
case  the  call  had  been  legal. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  these  men  were  out  too 
short  a  time  to' be  allov/ed  bounty.  The  very 
reason  given  for  denying  them  bounty  (Mr.  I'L 
said)  was,  to  his  mind,  the  strongest  reason  wiiy 
it  should  be  allowed  to  them.  And  why?  Be- 
cause, if  they  had  been  retained  the  whole  six 
months  for  which  they  had  been  called,  their  pay 
(some  twenty-five  dollars  per  month)  would  have 
been  some  sort  of  r  partial  compensation  for  their 
trouble  and  expense;  but  by  their  being  so  sud- 
denly discharged,  they  have  not  to  this  day  received 
a  single  cent,  and,  after  this  bill  is  finally  enacted 
into  a  law,  will  only  receive  pay  for  the  time 
actually  in  the  service.  And  yet  the  whole  sum- 
mer was  comparatively  lost  to  these  men.  The 
people  of  Texas  are  generally  farmers;  and  the 
men  wiio  composed  this  regiment  were  principally 
of  that  class.  -  Some  of  them  have  farms  of  their 
own;  and  others,  poor  but  industrious  and  useful 
young  men,  made  crops  on  the  shares.  Now,  sir, 
at  what  time  did  these  men  leave  their  homes?  In 
the  spring  of  the  year,  when  to  leave  was  to  sacri- 
fice all  hopes  of  making  any  crop  for  that  year. 
Many  of  thetn  had  to  travel  four  and  five  hundred 
miles  to  the  place  of  rendezvous;  and  some  of 
them,  on  account  of  the  United  States  failing  to 
supply  forage,  having  lost  their  horses,  and  iieing 
too  poor  to  buy  others,  had  to  make  their  vi^ay 
back  as  best  they  could.  Some  were  compelled  to 
return  on  foot.  When  to  this  is  added,  that  to 
this  day  they  have  never  received  a  single  cent  for 
services  actually  performed — and  which  they  would 
have  long  since  received,  and  for  six  months,  if 
their  call  had  been  legal, — I  hope  there  are  few 
members  of  this  House  who  will  still  consider  the 
twenty-five  dollars  bounty  scrip  as  unjust  to  this 
Government,  or  more  than  just  to  these  valuable 
citizen  soldiers. 

Mr.  K.  said,  that  in  order  to  put  the  claims  of 
this  regiment  upon  a  proiier  footing  before  the 
House  and  the  country,  he-proposed  to  refer  briefly 
to  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  call  of 
Colonel  Curtis,  to  which  these  men  responded.  It 
will  (said  Mr.  K.)  be  recollected,  that  at  no  time 
during  the  existence  of  the  present  war,  did  so 
dark  a  cloud  lower  on  our  liorizon  as  in  February 
and  March,  1847.  Santa  Anna  was  reported  to 
be  descending  upon  General  Taylor  with  a  force 
calculated  to  beat  down  all  opposition.  Nothing 
could  be  heard  from  General  Taylor  for  a  long 
time.  At  last,  news  arrived  of  the  most  painful 
and  unsatisfactory  character.  What  was  this  first 
intelligence?  It  was,  that  n  battle  or  battles  had 
been  fought  between  General  Taylor  and  Santa 
Anna,  in  which  two  thousand  of  our  army,  and 
four  or  five  thousand  of  the  Mexicans  had  been 
killed  or  wounded;  that  General  Taylor  was  fall- 
ing back  on  Monterey;  that  in  the  mean  time  a 
formidable  division'of  Mexicans  under  General 
Urea  was  advancing  upon  Camargo;  that  a  num- 
ber of  wagons  on  their  route  from  Camargo  to 
Monterey  iiad  been  taken  by  the  Mexicans,  their 
teamsters  all  murdered,  and  that  altcommunicalion 
with  Monterey  was  cut  off. 


Dr.  Jarvis,  in  his  statement,  says:  "  From 
'  what  source  General  Taylor  is  to  expect  relief,  it 
'  in  impossible  to  say.  Every  .soldier,  and,  in  fact, 
'  double  or  thrice  the  numbers  that  now  constitute 
'  the  garrisons  at  the  different  depots,  are  actually 
'  necessary  for  their  defence,  and  not  one  can  be 
«  spared.  Information  can  hardly  reach  General 
<  Scott  in  time  for  him  to  march  a  division  to  his 
'  relief." 

It  was  further  said,  that  "  the  Black  Port  at 
■«  Monterey  might  be  made  impregn.able,  and  with 
'  the  small  force  under  his  command, General  Tay- 
'  lor  could  hold  it  against  any  force  the  Mexicans 
'  might  bring  against  it.  "^ 

One  of  tlie  periodicals  of  the  day,  dated  March 
27,  1847,  expressed  itself  in  this  manner:  "  What 
a  v/eek  of  intense  anxiety,"  alluding  to  the  condi- 
tion of  affairs  west  of  the  Rio  Grande,  *-' to  this 
'  whole  country !  How  many  throbbing  hearts,  af; 
'  the  moment  we  put  this  paper  to  press,  are  aching 
'  with  suspense,  and  yet  dreading  to  hear  the  in- 
'  telligence  that  is  ex|>ected  every  hour!"  Then 
came  the  proclamation  of  Colonel  Curtis,  of  the 
Ohio  volunteers,  commanding  at  Camargo,  making 
a  requisition  on  the  President  of  the  United  States 
for  fifty  thousand  volunteers,  a  number  equal  in 
amount  to  those  originally  authorized  by  the  act 
of  May  13th,  184G,  for  carrying  on  ilie  war  with 
Mexico.  Mr.  K.  requested  tlie  Clerk  to  read  the 
call  of  Colonel  Curtis;  v/hich  was  dene  as  fol- 
lov.'s; 

Headquarters,  Camargo,  March^,  1847. 

Sir:  I  seiui  an  otfu'er  to  lieadqiinrterd  at  Vyasliinston, 
makiii;;  a  recinisition  (in  tlie  Presiident  of  tlifi  llDited  States 
for  (ifty  tliousaud  six-niontiis'  voiunteers.  Al!  comniuiiica- 
tioii,  for  several  days',  has  bren  cut  off  between  this  place 
and  the  army  above,  and  i  see  no  adequate  relief  this  side 
of  New  Orleans.  J  request  you,  therefore,  to  call  out  tea 
thousand  men  of  this  c-hiiraeter  of  tioop.T,  and  I  anticipate 
they  will  he  recognized  under  (he  call  of  the  President. 

As  fast  as  any  considerable  force  can  he  accamulated,  let 
theii!  he  forwarded  lo  Brazos  Sojitiago.  Ail  troops,  as  far 
as  practicable,  should  he  armed  hcforo  leaving  the  United 
States,  and  the  ofiicerscomnianriing  ooniptmics  should  take 
in  charge  aininuiiition  enough  to  distritiule  in  case  of  emer- 
gency— forty  rounds  at  least. 

Very  respectfollv.  vour  obedient  seivant, 

SAMUEL  11.  CURTIS,  Col.  Commhls, 

To  the  Governor  of  Looisiana. 

Simultaneously  with  the  above  requisition,  a  call 
was  made  by  Colonel  Curtis  upon  the  State  of 
Texas  for  two  thousand  mounted  riflemen,  which 
reached  Austin,  the  seat  of  government,  in  the  early 
pai-t  of  March,  1847.  In  reply  to  which,  a  procla- 
mation immediately  issued,  on  the  part  of  the  State 
of  Texas,  calling  upon  the  citizens  to  organize  them- 
selves into  companies,  and  rendezvous  at  San  An- 
tonio, to  the  full  amount  of  the  number  required. 
And,  in  conjunction  with  this  proclamation.  Cap- 
tain Howe,  of  the  regular  army,  then  the  comman- 
dant at  San  Antonio,  issued  an  order  seconding  the 
call  upon  the  citizens  of  the  State,  and  announcing 
that  subsistence  and  forage  would  be  issued  to  them 
in  companies  or  squads  immediately  on  their  ar- 
riving and  reporting  to  him  at  that  point. 

Under  the.se  several  orders,  the  forming  of  com- 
panies was  commenced  with  rapidity  iii  every  part 
of  the  State,  and  as  the  news  of  the  battle  of  fiuena 
Vista  reached  them,  more  than  two  tliousand  men 
were  either  on  their  way  or  nearly  ready  to  march 
to  the  rendezvous.  This  news,  vague  and  uncer- 
tain as  it  was,  induced  some  to  turn  back,  and 
othci's  who  had  not  yet  started,  to  suspend  the 
further  oi-ganization  of  their  companies.  Those 
who  were  nearer,  marched  on  to  the  rendezvous, 
where  others  had  already  arrived.  These  compa- 
nies continued  to  reach  San  Antonio  at  different 
periods  durihg  the  months  of  March  and  April, 
according  to  the  distances  they  had  to  march;  some 
of  them  having  marched  as  much  as  five  hundred 
miles.  During  the  month  of  March,  the  comman- 
dant at  San  Antonio,  in  doubt  what  course  to  pur- 
sue, despatched  an  express  to  General  Taylor,  in- 
forming him  of  the  troops  he  was  receiving  and 
had  commenced  mustering  into  service  under  Colo- 
nel Curtis's  call,  and  asking  inslnictions.  The 
proper  time  elapsing,  and  no  return  coming  from 
the  express,  it  was  believed  to  have  been  cut  off 
by  the  enemy.  News  came  from  Camargo  that 
all  communication  was  cut  off  between  General 
Taylor  and  the  Rio  Grande.  Several  expresses 
were  sent,  and  no  answers  received.  Individuals 
came  in  at  different  periods  during  March  and 
April,  all  of  whom  reported  that  the  arrival  of  these 
troops  was  anxiously  expected  every  day  at  t*c 
Rio  Grande.  Thus,  under  the  best  information 
that   could  be  procured,  about  the  last  of  April, 
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Captain  Howe  determined  to  perfect  the  company 
or<ii\nizatioijs  (wiiicli  hod  been  delayed)  and  send 
them  forward  at  tiie  rarliest  day  for  Camargo. 
About  this  time  an  order  was  received  from  the 
Governor,  tiirougli  the  Adjutant  General,  directing 
that  the  companies  then  at  San  Antonio,  for  greater 
efficiency,  ahould  organize  themselves  into  a  regi- 
nient  previous  to  their  march  for  the  army.  Cap- 
tain Plowe  had  also  issued  a  similar  order  about 
the  same  time,  which  was  carried  into  eilecl  about 
the  first  of  May  by  the  election  of  John  C.  Hays 
colonel,  C.  A.  Harper  lieutenant  colonel,  and 
William  H.  Bourland  major;  and  by  the  12th  day 
of  May  the  regiment,  consisting  often  companies, 
was  fully  organized  and  mustered  into  service,  and 
on  the  13ih  or  14th  took  up  the  line  of  march. 

The  march  was  continued  to  near  the  Rio  Grande, 
a  distance  of  about  oi)e  hundred  and  sixty  miles 
from  San  Antonio.  The  advance  reached  the 
river  at  Laredo.  At  this  point  they  received  from 
the  hands  of  Major  Smith  (then  on  his  return  with 
the  frontier  companies)  a  copy  of  an  order  from 
General  Taylor,  which  was  awaiting  them  at  Ca- 
margo,  directing  that  all  troops  arriving  there,  un- 
der the  call  of  Colonel  Curtis,  should  be  supplied 
with  subsistence  and  forage,  and  sent  back  to  be 
disbanded.  A  consultation  was  called,  and  from 
tiie  fact  that  the  horses  were  already  nearly  broken 
down,  having  been  entirely  without  forage  and  al- 
most without  grass  fur  the  entire  march,  and  pro- 
visions also  being  nearly  exhausted,  it  was  tleter- 
Trtined  that,  as  a  regiment,  a  countermarch  should 
be  ordered  for  San  Antonio,  but,  at  the  same  time, 
that  leave  should  be  given  to  any  of  the  companies 
or  individuals  to  go  on  to  Camargo  or  to  General 
Tayloi's  headquarters,  if  they  elected  so  to  do. 

Under  this  determination,  nine  of  the  companies 
(as  such)  together  with  a  portion  of  the  tenth, 
■with  the  field  and  staff  officers,  returned  to  San  An- 
tonio, where  they  were  mustered  out  of  service  or 
disbanded.  Captain  Hiil,  with  the  larger  portion 
of  his  original  company,  together  with  individuals 
from  all  the  other  companies  of  the  regiment,  ma- 
king, in  all,  about  one  hundred  men,  went  on  and 
I'eported  to  General  Taylor,  who  issued  him  sup- 
plies, and  afforded  him  some  encouragement  that 
his  company  could  be  received  as  twelve-months' 
men  on  a  former  call.  Yet,  from  some  cause,  they 
were  not  received,  but  disbanded  by  Captain  Hill 
Bome  lime  in  June,  near  Monterey,  from  whence 
they  made  their  way  back  to  San  Antonio  and 
theuce  to  their  homes. 

This  regiment,  it  was  generally  conceded  at  the 
time,  was  the  best  armed  and  best  mounted  corps 
of  troops,  with  perhaps  one  exception,  that  ever 
went  out  from  the  Slate.  It  was  com|iosed,  to  a 
great  extent,  of  the  gallant  men  and  oiricers  who 
had  served  the  preceding  summer  in  the  regiments 
of  Colonels  Hays,  Wood,  Young,  and  Johnson. 
The  names  of  the  captains  of  the  ten  companies  are, 
Captains  D.  F.  Hill,  J.  Gillespie,  T.  W.  Clarke, 
James  Smith,  David  Muckleroy,  J.  S.  GiUett,  J. 
Long,  S.  W.  Sims,  T.  J.  Smith, and  W.  G.  Crump. 
Captain  M.  K.  Snell  commanded  a  detachment. 

For  many  of  the  above  facts  (Mr.  K.  stated) 
he  v/as  indebted  to  Colonel  Haiper,  the  gallant  and 
intellisjent  lieutenant  cohmel  of  this  regiment,  who 
has  been  sent  on  to  this  city  by  many  of  those  in- 
terested, to  render  his  assistance  in  procuring  for 
these  men  a  recognition  by  Congress  of  Jheir 
rights. 

Such,  said  Mr.  K.,  are  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  call  upon  the  people  of  Texas.  If  they  had 
not  promptly  responded  to  (."olonel  Curtis,  to  Cap- 
tain Howe,  to  the  Slate  of  Texas,  to  our  exposed 
army,  and  to  the  country,  they  would  liave  been 
recreant  to  every  principlT;  of  honor  and  of  patriot- 
ism. Thoy  did  respond,  and  he  most  earnestly 
hoped  that  the  decision  of  this  Congress,  in  regard 
to  their  claims,  would  not  be  such  a.s  to  dani[)cn 
those  noble  and  lofty  impulses  which  are  at  once 
the  pride,  the  characteristic,  and  the  strength  of  a 
free  people. 

Mr.  K.  said  that  these  men  were  the  real  friends 
of  General  Taylor  and  his  litile  army.  They 
had  gone  to  his  relief  when  danger  threalenetl 
and  when  he  had  nothing  to  bestow.  And  not- 
withstanding many  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  this  House  now  professed  to  be  General  Tay- 
lor's friends,  yet  Mr.  K.  expressed  his  regret  that 
when  this  measure  of  relief  for  those  who  proved 
their  friendship  l)y  their  acts  wafl  under  con.sider- 
ntion,  instead  of  receiving  a  warm  and  cordial  sup- 
port from  these  guiitlciuen,  he  had  heard  but  "n 


still,  small  voice"  from  them  in  favor  of  the  bounty 
asked  for  the  men,  whose  claims  should  be  more 
/((//i/  vindicaied  by  thi.i  bill  than  it  novv  \a. 

Mr.  K.  said  that  when  he  had  risen  and  made 
the  motion  to  recommit,  he  had  intended  to  insist 
upon  it;  but  it  beinj  suggested  that  a  recommittal 
mifrht  delay  if  not  der'eat  (he  bill  at  this  advanced 
staire  of  Ihe  session,  and  relying  upon  the  Senate 
to  make  the  provision  for  bounty  which  he  so  ar- 
dently desired,  he  reluctantly  declined  to  press  the 
motion  he  had  made;  and,  in  order  to  have  the  bill 
finally  disposed  of  to-day  in  this  House,  he  called 
for  the  previous  question.  It  was  sustained,  and, 
under  its  operation,  the  bill  was  finally  passed  and 
sent  to  the  Senate. 

The  following;  is  the  form  of  the  joint  resolution 
as  it  passed  the  House: 

Rc'solved  hijlhc  Senate  cml  House  of  Representntives  of  the 
United  Sinlex  of  Amoirn  in  Conircss  ansemhled,  Thai  llie 
Si'cictary  of  War  he,  niui  hn  is  hCTcby,  aiithoriz'd  and  re- 
quired torniise  to  \ip  paid  out  of  any  uiie.xpended  appinpria- 
fion-i  for  the  prosecution  of  tho  war  hctween  the  United 
Sliifps  of  Ani'^rica  and-fhe  Repiihlic  of  Mexico,  the  regiment 
of  Texas  mnntited  troops,  wliioh  iv.is  mustered  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  for  six  months,  \nider  the  requisi- 
tion of  Colonel  Curtis,  in  the  year  eishleen  hinidred  and 
fnvty-spvfn,  and  dischargrd  before  joininKthe  army,  tlie  pay, 
usual  allowances,  and  {ravelling expenses,  from  the  time  the 
severnt  companies  thereof  arrived  at  San  Antonio,  the  place 
of  rendezvous,  until  they  were  mustered  out  of  service,  and 
the  eonipanies  of  Captains  Smith  and  Hill,  until  they  re- 
fused to  ho  jnustcred  nut  of  service,  or  were  disbanded  hy 
their  respeeiive  caplaius;  and  also,  that  he  cause  to  l)e  paiii 
to  Die  said  regiment,  the  fair  value  of  aJI  horses,  which  lie 
shall  he  satisftrd  were  lost  hy  them,  for  want  of  forage,  du- 
i+nsr  the  perinds  herein  specified.  Promrleil,  'J'hat  nothing 
iji  the  aelapfiroved  March  2,  1847,  entitled  '-An  act  to  amend 
an  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  horses  and  other  prop- 
erty lost  and  destroyed  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
Strifes,"  approved  January  18,  18^7,  sliall  he  consti'ued  to 
revive  the  proviso  to  the  second  section  of  the  act  approved 
June  15,  ]&'40,  entrlleil  "Anact  inakina  an  appropriation  for 
the  payment  of  horses  lost  hy  the  Missouri  volunteers  in  the 
Florida  war." 

ADMISSION  OF  WISCONSIN. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  SMITFT,  of  Indiana,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia, 
in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  special  order,  being  the  bill  for  the  admis- 
sion of  the  Slate  of  Wisconsin  into  the  Union. 

The  bill  having  been  read  through,  was  taken 
up  by  sections  for  amendment.  The  first  section 
is  in  the  following  words:  " 

Be  it  enacted  hy  tlie  Senate  nnil  House  of  Rejtrescnfniives  of 
tlie  United  Slates  of  Jlmcrira  in  Congress  nssemliled,  That  tlie 
State  of  Wisconsin  be;  and  is  hereby,  admitted  to  he  one  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  and  is  hereby  admitted  into 
the  Union  on  an  equal  fooling  with  the  original  States,  in 
all  respects  whatever. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  it  by 
adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  following: 

With  the  boundaries  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  Ausust  6,  1845,  cnlitk'd  "An  act  Jo  enable  the" peo- 
ple of  Wisconsin  Territory  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State 
Government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the 
Union." 

He  said  the  Committee  on  Territories,  in  report- 
ing this  hill,  had  conformed  to  the  boundary  fixed 
by  the  act  of  Congress  of  August  6,  1846,  making 
the  St.  Croi^x  river  to  be  the  starting  point,  to 
which  the  convention  of  Wisconsin  had  given  its 
assent,  though  preferring  another  sotne  fifteen  or 
tv/enty  miles  further  east. 

An  explanatory  conversation  ensued  between 
Mr.  SMITH  and  Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Missis- 
sippi, in  relation  to  ihe  conformity  of  the  proposed 
line  with  that  fixed  by  the  constitution  of  Wiscon- 
sin, which  Mr.  SMITH  aflirmcd. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  then  moved  to  amend 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  with,"  in  the 
first  line  of  the  amendment,  and  inserting  the  fol- 
lowing as  the  boundary  of  the  State: 

Beginning  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
that  is  to  say,  at  a  point  in  the  centre  of  Lake  Michigan, 
where  the  line  of  forty-two  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  of 
north  latitude  crosses  the  same;,  ihonce  running  with  the 
boundary  line  of  Michigan,  through  Lake  Michigan  and 
Green  Hay,  to  the  month  of  Menominee  river ;  thence  up  the 
channel  of  said  river  to  the  ]!rul6  river;  thence  up  said  last 
mentioned  river  to  Lake  Urulfe  ;  llK^nce  along  Ihe  southern 
shore  of  Lake  Brul^fiii  a  direct  line,  to  the  centre  of  the 
channel  between  Middle  and  South  Islands  in  the  hake  of 
the  Desert;  thence,  in  a  dirc'ctline,  to  Trout  Lake;  thence, 
in  a  direct  line  southwesterly.  If)  the  liighost  peak  of  Moun- 
tain Island,  which,  according  to  Nicollet's  map,  is  about 
wiiere  Ihe  forly-fourtli  degree  of  latitude  crosses  the  Missis- 
i»lppi;  thence  down  the  main  cjiannel  of  said  river  to  ihi! 
northwest  corner  of  the  State  of  Illinois;  thence  due  e.i>t, 
with  the  northern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  the 
pliiii'  of  beginning,  .is  established  hy  an  act  to  enable  ihe 
people  of  J lliiiois  Territory  to  form  u  (•onstilUli(m  and  Stale 
covernment,  and  for  the  admission  of  sueh  Slate  into  Ihe 
Union  on  an  equul  footing  with  the  original  atatos,  ai)nroved 
Ajiril  18,  1B18. 


Mr.  BOWLIN  said  the  boundary  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  iVom  Illinois  was  neither  the  bound- 
ary fixed  by  the  constitution  of  Wisconsin,  nor 
that  fixed  by  act  of  Congress,  nor  yel  that  recom- 
mended by  the  convention  of  Wisconsin;  and  he; 
could  see  no  reason  for  such  a  reduction  in  the  size 
of  the  new  State.  It  was  not  disproportioned  with 
other  Slates  of  this  Union  as  Congress  had  ao;reet? 
to  bound  St.  It  differed  hnt  Utile  from  New  York 
or  Pennsylvania,  and  was  much  smaller  than  Mis- 
souri. There  was  nothing,  then,  that  he  could  see 
to  recommend  the  tine  of  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois, which,  if  adopted,  v/ould  establish  an  unnat- 
ural boundary,  and  for  some  time  keep  the  State  of 
Wisconsin  out  of  the  Union.  He  proceeded  to 
point  out  the  different  propositions  .fer  ihedivisiorj 
of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  cited  the  act  of  Con- 
gress authorizing  the  adoption  of  certain  bounda- 
ries, reminded  the  House  that  W^isconsin,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  assurance  which  Cot>gress  had  given, 
had  proceeded  to  elect  her  State  officeis;  and  he 
hoped,  therefore,  that  she  would  not  be  repulsed 
by  the  adoption  of  this  amendment. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  defended  his  proposi- 
tion to  amend,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  conveni- 
ent line, and  would  avoid  the  oltjecUon  to  the  others- 
that  they  brought  people  into  the  new  State  whoi" 
had  no  interests  in  common  with  those  who  live 
in  the  State  as  he  defined  it.  From  St.  Croix  to 
Madison,  the  capital  of  the  State,  was  a  disttmce 
of  five  hundred  miles,  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
valley  of  the  St.  Croix  would  have  to  travel  to  get 
to  the  seat  of  their  Government.  To  compel  them 
to  endure  these  hardships  would  be  gross  injustice, 
to  which  ihey  should  not  be  subjected. 

Mr.  TUCK  could  readily  perceive  that  this  was 
an  irnporianl  matter  to  the  people  living  on  the  St. 
Croix  river,  and  therefore  the  House  should  pause 
before  it  committed  an  act  that  might  injuriously 
affect  those  people  for  several  generations.  lie 
examined  the  propositions  presented  to  the  co«fi- 
rnitlee,  and  expressed  his  preference  fey  that  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois.  If  this  amendment  were 
adopted,  the  Convention  of  Wisconsin  could  con- 
form to  it  in  a  few  weeks,  and  no  great  inconveni- 
ence would  be  sustained  by  them  until  the  new  line 
was  ratified. 

Mr.  TWEEDY  expressed  great  surprise  that 
such  an  amendment  should  have  been  offered.  He 
contended  that  this  House  h.td  no  rigli*  to  enter- 
tain and  discuss  such  an  amendment,  and  that  it 
was  insulting  to  the  dignity  of  Wisconsin.  He 
reca|)itulated  the  terms  of  the  ordinance  of  1787 
and  the  act  for  the  division  of  the  Indian  territory, 
defining  the  boundariesofthe  fifth  State  So  be  forn-vctl 
therefrom,  and  complained  that  an  attempt  should 
be  made  to  vary  from  well-established  posilions. 
If  the  territorial  limits  were  now  to  be  changed,  it 
must  be  done  by  a  cominon  agreement  betweeft 
Wisconsin  and  the  United  Slates,  and  not  by 
an  act  of  Congress  alone.  Two  years  ago,  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  jiassed  an  act  pro- 
posing a  line  for  the  boundary  of  the  Stale,  to 
which  she  acceded.  The  compact  was  complete. 
And  now,  having  complied  with  ihose  terms,  she 
was  ready  to  come  into  the  Union.  She  had  a  pop- 
ulation more  than  three  times  the  requisite  number, 
and  she  had  not  anticipated,  at  this  lime,  any  fur- 
ther obstacle.  He  did  not  think  il  became  him 
now  to  go  into  the  discussion  of  this  amendment. 
It  was  useless  to  discuss  what  could  not  be  dis- 
turbed. He  proceeded,  soinewhat  in  detail,  to 
reply  to  observations  of  gentlemen  who  had  pre- 
ceded him,  and  inore  particularly  contended,  thrft 
irrespective  of  the  objections  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  the  division  proposed  by  the  genilernar> 
from  Illinois  was  unequal,  unjust,  and  would  be 
unacce])lable  to  the  people  of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  when  the  law  uf  lS4C  was 
introduced  into  the  House,  he  had  taken  some  ia-' 
terest  in  the  bill,  and  he  had  at  that  time  been  of 
opinion  that  the  boundary  line  ought  to  run  nearly 
where  it  was  now  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Smith;]  but  Congress  fixed  upon  a 
different  boundary,  running  along  the  St.  Croix 
river.  This  had  been  submitted  to  the  convention 
of  the  people  of  Wisconsin,  who  had  assented  to 
it,  and  he  held  that  in  <(ood  fiiith  Congress  was 
still  bound  by  that  act.  His  own  personal  impres- 
sion had  been,  and  still  was,  that  a  line  further 
south  would  have  been  preferable,  but  he  thought 
we  could  not  now  alter  what  we'had  propoyeil 
without  a  violation  of  the  jjublic  faiih.  The  peo- 
ple of  Wisconsin,  though,  according  to  their  own 
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showing,  they  would  prefer  a  boundary  further 
north,  had  expressed  tlieir  willing-ness  to  abide  by 
the  line  laid  down  by  Congress,  and  it  was  now 
too  late  for  Congress  to  go  back  from  its  own 
proposition  on  grounds  of  mere  expediency. 

Tiierc  was  great  force  in  what  had  been  said  by 
the  delegate  from  Wisconsin;  Congress  was  in  the 
liands  of  the  people  of  Wisconsin,  not  Wisconsin 
in  the  hands  of  Congress.  The  ordinance  of  1787 
provided  that  as  soon  as  there  was  a  population  of 
60,000  souls  in  any  one  of  the  Territories  erected 
northwest  of  the  Ohio,  it  had  the  riglit  to  erect  it- 
se5f  into  a  State,  and  to  come,  on  equal  terms  with 
other  States,  into  tiie  Union;  and  Congress  had  no 
power  to  exclude  it.  The  right  was  irrepealable 
except  by  the  consent  of  Wisconsin  itself. 

When  that  ordinance  was  passed,  nobody  knew 
the  country,  or  had  any  idea  how  very  large  a 
State  wo-uld  yet  remain  to  be  formed.  When 
Michigan  was  admitted,  the  matter  was  better  un- 
derstood ;  and  Congress,  to  prevent  Wisconsin  from 
forming  too  enormous  a  State,  had  extended  Michi- 
gan to  both  sides  of  the  lake.  Nothing  could  pos- 
sibly be  more  inconvenient;  but  it  was  done  on  the 
principle  of  equalizing  the  States  to  be  formed. 
When  the  country  was  better  known,  it  was  dis- 
covered that  the  western  side  of  Wisconsin  would 
be  some  eleven  hundred  miles  in  length.  Congress 
thereupon  proposed  to  her  to  divide  that  distance, 
and  take  limits  not  so  extended,  and  Wisconsin 
had  consented.  But  should  Congress  refuse  to 
stand  by  the  boundary  it  proposed  to  her,  she 
could  come  in  entire,  on  her  own  right  under  the 
ordinance  of  '87,  and  Congress  could  not  hinder 
her.  She  might  do  so  this  very  session,  if  the 
session  lasted  long  enough,  and  she  would  then  be 
an  empire  State  half  as  large  as  Prance,  li  would 
be  better  to  take  her  at  her  word,  and  stand  to  the 
limits  we  had  ourselves  proposed. 

Mr.  WILSON  now  made  a  speech,  which 
shov/ed  him  intimately  acquainted  with  the  geog- 
s-aphy  and  local  interests  of  every  part  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, but  of  which,  without  too  much  local  refer- 
ence, we  can  only  present  an  outline. 

The  committee  were  aware  of  the  terms  under 
which  the  United  States  held  the  Northwestern 
Territory  by  the  grant  of  Virginia,  and  also  the 
terms  of  the  ordinance  of  '87;  but  the  provision  in 
that  ordinance  as  to  a  line  drawn  due  east  and  west 
from  the  southern  extremity  of  Lake  Michigan 
had  been  disregarded.  The  northern  line  of  Ohio 
had  been  run  nearly  in  conformity  with  that  line, 
but  indiana  had  gone  above  it,  and  Illinois  had 
extended  her  territory  still  further  north  of  it,  so 
as  to  leave  a  belt  between  that  line  and  her  north- 
ern boundary  of  sixty  miles  in  width.  As  this, 
bad  been  agreed  to  both  by  the  inhabitants  and 
by  Congress,  he  admitted  it  to  be  all  right  and 
proper.  There  had  been  diflicultief?  between  the 
States  as  to  their  boundary  lines,  but  these  had  all 
been  finally  compromised. 

After  stating  the  three  lines  which  had  been  pro- 
posed as  the  northwestern  boundary  of  Wiscon- 
sin, he  gave  it  as  his  judgment  that  that  which  had 
been  assented  to  by  the  last  convention  of  the  peo- 
ple was,  upon  the  whole,  the  best.  He  preferred 
that  either  this  should  be  adopted,  or  the  line  de- 
scribed by  thedelegale,  [Mt.Tweedv.J  There  was 
but  little  difference  between  the  two;  either  of  them 
would  secure  all  that  was  valuable  to  the  new 
Stale.  He  described  the  local  differences  between 
diflerent  portions  of  the  Territory  in  point  of  fer- 
tility, which  was  greatest  along  the  immediate 
borders  of  the  stream.s.  He  dwelt  on  the  excel- 
lence of  the  country  and  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
its  capacity  to  maintain  a  dense  population,  and 
spoke  of  the  necessity  of  preserving  the  Ojibbeway 
and  Ottawa  Indians  on  the  headwaters  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 

The  line  to  which  the  convention  had  assented 
would  avoid  separating  the  people  vyho  inhabited 
the  valley  of  the  St.  Croix  river. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  inquired  whether  the 
delegate  from  that  district  in  the  convention  had 
not  protested  against  that  line.'' 

Mr.  WILSON  admitted  that  he  had,  but  ex- 
plained the  reasons  which  had  probably  operated 
at  the  moment,  and  insisted  that  the  general  and 
permanent  advantage  of  the  future  Stale  was  to  be 
looked  to,  and  nol  local  and  temporary  prejudices 
and  interests. 

Mr.  McLANE  spoke  with  much  interest  on  the 
bill,  warmly  opposed  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Smith,]  and 


advocated  the  boundary  which  was  declared  to  be 
preferred  by  the  people  of  Vv''isconsin  in  their  late 
convention.  Ho  went  into  a  history  of  both  con- 
ventions, the  rejection  of  the  fiist  boundary  and 
constitution,  and  the  adoption  of  the  second.  The 
people  obviously  preferred  the  most  northerly  and 
westerly  line,  by  Rum  river,  though,  from  the  fear 
of  still  further  delay,  they  had  been  afraid  to  insert 
it  in  their  act.  He  contended  for  keeping  the  val- 
ley of  the  St.  Croix  as  an  entirety,  and  taking  in 
the  west  Ijank  of  tiiat  river. 

Mr.  VINTON  wished  to  know  whether  the  gen- 
tleman's  line  west  of  the  St.  Croix  would  not  in- 
clude all  the  people  there  now  ? 

Mr.  McLANE  replying  in  the  affirmative — 

Mr.  VINTON  said  that  there  would  then  be  no 
nucleus  of  population  for  the  territory  of  Mineso- 
ta.  There  was  already  a  court-house  on  the  west 
bank. 

Mr.  TWEEDY  said  the  great  mass  of -the  peo- 
ple of  Wisconsin  would  prefer  a  boundary  line 
north  of  the  St.  Croix. 

Mr.  McLANE  resumed,  and  went  into  a  recital 
of  the  reasons  which  had  influenced  Congress  in 
fixing  the  present  boundary  of  Michigan,  though 
it  was  allowed  at  the  lime  it  would  be  doing  great 
injustice  to  the  future  population  of  Wisconsin. 
The  fear  had  been  that  Wisconsin  would  form  too 
large  a  State. 

The  St.  Croix  was  the  best  river  in  the  territory, 
and  the  only  one  which  watered  a  fertile  country; 
those  which  ran  north  into  Lake  Superior  passed 
through  a  region  comparatively  sterile. 

He  observed  that  the  whole  legislation  of  Con- 
gress in  relation  to  the  Territories  rested  on  a  very 
doubtful  foundation.  This  had  been  admitted  by 
the  best  jurists.  And  he  held  that  Congress  ought 
to  be  very  careful  hovi^  they  trenched  upon  the 
right  of  a  people  to  make  their  own  laws.  While 
gentlemen  on  the  one  hand  held  up  the  ordinance 
of  1787  as  the  ground  of  the  right  of  Congress  to 
make  laws  for  the  people  of  the  Territories  and  to 
lax  them,  it  was  now,  on  the  other  hand,  proposed 
to  violate  that  ordinance  in  fixing  the  boundary  of 
one  of  them  rather  than  allow  Wisconsin  to  have 
•the  entire  St.  Croix  valley. 

Mr.  SAWYER  briefly  advocated  the  boundary 
as  proposed  by  Congress  and  assented  to  by  the 
people  of  Wisconsin  in  convention.  The  Delegate 
from  Wisconsin  himself  was  willing  to  take  this 
line. 

Mr.  TWEEDY  said  he  preferred  the  northern 
line  as  the  best,  but  would  take  this  as  the  second 
best. 

Mr.  SAWYER  said,  if  so,  he  thought  the  true 
policy  would  be  to  take  the  middle  line,  and  not  to 
throw  back  this  question  once  more.  This  would 
leave  more  territory  for  Minesota  at  the  south,  the 
northern  and  western  portions  of  it  being  in  a  great 
degree  unfit  for  habitation. 

Mr.  McLANE  reminded  Mr.  Sawyer  that  the 
convention  had  themselves  stated  that  they  would 
prefer  the  northern  line. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Yes,  because  it  would  give 
them  a  little  more  territory,  and,  if  they  could  get 
this  for  asking,  no  doubt  they  would  take  it;  but 
they  were  willing  to  take  the  middle  line,  and  for 
that  he  should  vote. 

Mr.  GAYLE,  without  stating  which  of  the  lines 
he  should  himself  prefer,  was  opposed  to  any 
amendment  being  now  made  to  the  constitution 
Wisconsin  had  accepted.  He  drew  a  parallel  be- 
tween the  case  of  the  admission  of  Wisconsin  and 
the  admission  of  Texas.  Texas  had  demanded 
the  recognition  of  the  Rio  Grande  as  her  south- 
western boundary,  and  Congress  rejected  her  on 
that  ground.  Texas  had  then  agreed  to  leave  this 
question  open  for  negotiation,  and  Congress  had 
then  received  her.  Congress  had  not  violated  her 
faith  with  Texas:  why  should  she  with  Wisconsin? 
Was  there  any  diflference,  in  point  of  obligation 
and  national  faith,  betwee,n  a  joint  resolution  and 
a  treaty. >  Were  they  not  equally  sacred.?  We 
had  prescribed  the  conditions  on  which  we  would 
receive  Wisconsin;  she  had  accepted  them;  and 
now  ou2:ht  we  to  insist  on  others.'  It  would  be  a 
violation  of  good  f^iith.  The  act  had  been  for  the 
admission  of  "the  State  of  Wisconsin,"  not  the 
Territory  of -Wisconsin;  Congress  had,  therefore, 
recognized  her  as  a  sovereign,  independent  State, 
before  her  admission.  Now,  the  Constitution  did 
nol  compel  Congress  to  admit  new  States,  nor  new 
Slates  to  come  into  the  Union;  and  Wisconsin 
might  remain  without,  throw  lierself  on  her  rights, 


and  set  up  an  independent  empire.  It  was  not  to 
be  expected  that  iwo  hundred  thousand  people 
would  long  be  kept  in  territorial  bondage.  She 
had  a  right  to  repudiate  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, refuse  to  be  taxed  by  it,  and  erect  herself 
into  an  independent  Power.  He  threw  these 
thoughts  out  for  consideration. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  said,  it  was  with  re- 
luctance that  he  made  any  remarks  upon  the  bill 
under  consideration.  He  had  not  given  the  sub- 
ject that  investigation  its  importance  demanded, 
and  felt  himself  unable  to  do  justice  to  the  ques- 
tion. He  had  seen  and  conversed  with  a  number 
of  very  intelligent  young  men,  who  had  lived  for  a 
number  of  years  in  the  vicinity  of  the  falls  of  St. 
Croi.x,  and  he  knew  the  aversion  they  had  to  be- 
ing included  within  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  The 
boundary  proposed  by  his  friend,  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Territories,  [Mr.  Smith,  of  In- 
diana,] divided  the  settlement  upon  the  Si.  Croix 
river,  and  compelled  those  living  on  the  east  side  of 
the  river  to  travel  some  four  or  five  hundred  miles  to 
reach  the  capital  of  Wisconsin,  and  forced  them  into 
a  Stale  and  community  where  ihey  had  no  interests 
or  feelings  in  common  with  those  among  whom 
they  were  thrown.  They  consider  it  unjust  to  dis- 
regard their  interests  and  wishes,  and  they  never 
will  make  good  citizens  of  Wisconsin.  Mr.  S.  said 
he  had  listened  with  attention  to  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  gentlemen  who  were  in  favor  of  the  St. 
Croix  river  as  the  boundary,  and  to  those  in  favor 
of  the  extreme  northern  line  beingthatof  Rum  river; 
but  they  had  failed  to  convince  him  that  either  of 
those  lines  were  correct  or  judicious.  He  admitted 
the  position  taken  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Vinton,]  that  Wisconsin  had  the  right 
to  demand  admission  into  the  Union  under  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  and  come  in  as  a  whole,  in  the 
event  of  their  not  accepting  such  line  as  Congress 
might  propose,  and,  lor  himself,  he  would  prefer 
including  the  whole  territory  within  the  Stale,  and 
providing  that  they  might  hereafter  divide  it  into 
tvi/o  Stales,  rather  than  consent  to  an  unjust  and 
unecfual  division.  Wisconsin  Territory  contains, 
by  computation,  90,000  square  miles,  and  would 
make  two  States  larger  than  the  great  State  of 
Ohio.  He  v/as  informed  that,  by  a  calculation 
made  by  Mr. .Wilson,  the  able  and  efficient  clerk 
in  the  General  Land  Office  having  charge  of  the 
surveys  in  lliat  region,  that  the  State  of  Wiscon- 
sin, by  the  line  he  had  proposed,  would  contain 
nearly  47,000  square  miles.  This  calculation,  it 
was  not  to  be  presumed,  could  be  precisely  accu- 
rate, but  there  could  be  no  question  that  it  would 
be  as  large  as  the  Stale  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  the  staleme-nl  of  the  honorable  dele- 
gate from  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Tweedy,]  who  admit- 
ted, that  as  a  delegate  in  the  convention,  he  would 
have  advocated  the  southern  line — the  one  he  (Mr. 
S.)  had  proposed — still,  as  a  delegate  on  this  floor, 
he  advocated  the  northern  line.  He  admired  the 
devotion  of  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin  to  the 
will  of  his  constituents,  as  expressed  by  the  con- 
stilulional  convention  of  Wisconsin.  He  was  car- 
rying out  the  doctrine  of  instructions,  which  was 
the  correct  course  for  him  to  pursue.  But  Mr.  S. 
would  call  upon  the  committee  to  remember,  that  the 
judgment  of  the  gentleman  was  on  the  side  of  the 
southern  line,  although  he  denies  here  our  right 
to  interfere  at  all  with  the  boundary.  Congress 
certainly  has  the  right  to  stipulate  as  to  boundary, 
or  to  compel  Wisconsin  lo  come  in  as  a  whole; 
and  he  had  no  doubt  but  that  they  would  accept 
an  equitable  division  rather  than  be  forced  into  a 
Stale  of  such  unwieldy  dimensions.  Great  stress 
was  laid  upon  the  action  of  the  constitutional  con- 
vention which  fi.xed  the  boundary.  Gentlemen 
should  recollect  that  the  settlers  in  the  valley  of 
the  St.  Croix  had  lillle  voice  in  that  convention. 
The  more  densely  populated  southwestern  portion 
of  the  Territory  had  entire  control  in  that  body, 
and  could  fix  any  line  they  jileased.  The  delegate 
from  the  St.  Croix  region,  (Mr.  Brownell,)  a  very 
inlelligenl  and  highly  respectable  gentleman,  and 
one  who  by  his  profession  and  residence  m  the 
country  entitled  his  opinions  to  great  weight,  fought 
mam'ully  to  protect  the  interests  of  those  whom  he 
represented.  Mr.  S.  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  the 
imnority  report  made  by  Mr.  Brownell  m  the  con- 
vention on  the  boundary  question. 
"  Tiic  liist  lino  (tlial  adcptoil  by  ('oiiprP.=s)  divides  the  sottle- 
ineiits  aloiiu  tlio  S^t-  Cioix,  vvliicli  are  idrnlical  in  interest 
and  closely  connected  by  business  an<l  other  relations,  into 
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two  portions,  retaining  one  within  the  liMiits  ol"  Wisconsin, 
and  tran>li;rrin2  the  other  to  the  neiv  t."rritury  of  Rlmesota. 
Tiiis  line  would  be,  in  all  respects,  an  unnalural  ami  ineoji- 
venlent  one,  severing  those  whom  association  has  joined  to- 
aethor,  establishing  diti'eront  ju(i^(lic•tions  on  tlie  oppo-ite 
sides  of  the  same  stream,  and  op(  iiiii};  the  door  to  conllicling 
legislation  and  clashing  interests.  Oltiic  three  lines  proposed, 
this  would  be  the  n)0st  obnoxious  to  the  p.^ople  u(  the  St. 
Croix  valley. 

"  Nor  would  llie  plan  of  carrying  tlie  boundary  line  fifty  or 
sixty  miles  northwest  of  the  St.  Croix  to  the  month  of  Rum 
river,  be  much  more  acceptable.  It  wouhl  indeed  licop  the 
settlements  of  the  St.  Croix  togetlicr,  but  it  would  attach 
them  to  a  government  from  which,  by  reason  of  the  distaiice 
which  intervenes  between  the  setth  me nts  and  the  capital, 
they  could  derive  hut  little  advantage.  'J'he  princip;il  set- 
tlemsnts  on  the  St.  (^roix  are  ncarii.')0  miles  above  Prairie 
Uu  Ciiien.  and  some  400  from  Madison,  the  seat  of  Govern— 
ineut  in  Wisconsin,  to  say  nothing  of  the  still  greater  incon- 
venience to  the  people  living  on  the  soiitli  shore  of  Lake 
Superior.  In  the  spring,  summer,  and  fall,  access  is  olitaln- 
cd  to  the  si'ttlemcntd  on  the  St.  Croix  by  the  Mississippi ; 
this,  in  the  low  .-lage  of  water,  the  navigation  is  greatly  ob- 
structed, and  the  transportation  of  passeng.Ts  and  goods  is 
rendered  difficult,  tedious,  and  expensive.  During  the  win- 
ter season,  say  for  more  than  four  months  in  the  year.  Ibis 
avenue  is  closed,  and  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  valley  o(  the  St. 
Croix  arc  in  a  good  nua.-nre  cut  offfrom  ail  coniniuriicatinn 
with  their  fellovv-eilizens  in  the  southern  and  thickly-settled 
portions  of  Wisconsin.  There  is  no  road  on  either  sidi^  of  the 
Mississippi,  leadingto  the  St.  Croix  country;  ami  there  is  no 
probability  of  one  being  made  for  some  time  to  come.  The 
country  intervening  between  the  St.  (Jroix  ami  Black  rivers, 
a  diftance  of  one  hundred  and  forty  miles,  is  ol'a  forbidding 
character.  Except  in  the  immediate  valleys  of  the  streams, 
there  is  but  little  good  land ;  while  pine  barrens,  tamarac 
swamps,  and  innumerable  marshes  and  lakes,  cover  tlie 
lace  of  the  country,  and  render  the  prospect  of  setllenient 
remote  and  doubtful.  This  broad  belt  of  waste  land  consti- 
tutes a  barrier  almost  impassable  between  the  settlements 
on  the  St.  Croix  iind  the  in  arest  ones  in  Crawford  county. 
Is  not  the  simple  statement  of  this  fact  sufficient  to  sliowtlie 
i  inpropriety.  nut  to  say  inju^iice,  of  attaching  the  St.  Crtiix 
countiy  to  Wi?consiii.''  is  it  reasonable  to  ask  the  inhabit- 
ants of  that  remote  region  to  come  under  the  rule  of  a  govern- 
ment from  which  they  are  so  distant  that  Ihey  can  take  but 
little  interest  in  its  concerns,  and  derive  but  little  benefit 
from  its  protection?  In  furtherillustraiion  of  this  point,  llie 
undersigned  respectfully  refers  to  the  report  herev/itli  sub- 
mitted, of  a  select  committee  of  the  constitutional  conven- 
tion on  the  t.ubject  of  boundaries. 

"  It  remains  to  speak  of  the  third  line,  wliieli  is  the  one 
jiroposed  by  the  late  convention.  The  principle  which  led 
to  the  adoption  of  this  line,  viz :  tlie  desire  to  consult  the 
wishes  and  convenience  of  the  p  ■ople  along  the  St.  Croix 
valley,  meets  with  the  hearty  concurrence  of  the  undersign- 
ed. But  in  conformity  to  the  views  of  those  whom  he  rep- 
resents, he  would  respectfully  propose  to  bring  the  line  still 
further  to  the  eastward,  by  which,  while  no  additional  set- 
tlements or  po;.)ulation  of  jreat  amount  would  be  cutoff' I'nnii 
Wisconsin,  a  more  convenient  line  would  he  adopted  for 
the  divi-ion  of  our  territory  into  two  States,  [still  leaving 
47,000  square  i:iiles  to  the  new  State  of  Wisconsin,  exceed- 
ing even  the  State  of  New  York.]  A  very  strong,  and.  as  it 
seems  to  the  undersigned,  a  conclusive  argument  in  favor  of 
the  proposed  change,  is  to  he  found  in  the  fact  that  its  .iriop- 
lion  would  leave  population  and  territory  enougli  on  the 
north  and  west  of  Wisconsin  to  form,  in  a  very  few  years, 
another  State  ;  while  if  the  line  of  Turn  river,  as  proposed 
by  the  majority  of  the  committee,  or  of  the  St.  Croix  river, as 
prescribed  in  the  act  of  Congress,  shou!d  be  agreed  upon,  a 
long  period  mustelapse  before  the  settlements  would  be  suffi- 
ciently numerous  to  warrant  the  estahlisiiment  of  another 
State  on  our  northwestern  border." 

Mr.  S.  contended  that  tliis  report  showed  clearly 
the  injustice  of  fixing  the  northern  line,  or  even 
the  line  of  the  River  St.  Croix;  and  he  called  upon 
the  coinmittee  to  protect  the  ri;^hts  and  interests  of 
a  small  minority,  from  lieinj^  trattipled  iipnn  liy  an 
overgrown  i\i;ijority.  To  the  lionorai)!e  i^cntlcman 
IVom  Maryland,  [Mr.  McLanu,]  who  advocated 
the  northern  line,  and  who  -spoke  of  the  ir.terest  and 
influence  of  cafiiialists  at  the  fiills  of  St.  Croix,  and 
that  a  more  southern  line  mi^^ht  be  hotter  for  these 
gentlemen,  he  would  say — (to  all  those  who  had 
served  with  hiin  in  the  2Sth  and  29th  Congres.'^es 
lie  need  not/ say) — that  in  all  cases  where  the  in- 
terests of  the  masses  were  to  be  suliserved,  Jie 
had  always  been  found  aiding,  to  the  exti^nt  of  his 
ability,  in  protecting  and  advancing  their  inter- 
ests; hi.-j  sympathies  were  with  these  men,  and 
not  with  the  capitalist  or  the  speculator.  He 
had  also,  iii  too  many  instances,  shown  liis  devo- 
tion to  the  inierests  of  Wisconsin  for  any  one  to 
doubt  his  frieiuUy  feeling  towards  that  Slate.  Mis 
present  cour.se  was  dictated  by  what  he  deemed  to 
bejusttoall  parlies  intereste'd.  When  the  bills 
were  under  consideration  for  the  admission  of 
Florida  and  Iowa,  lie  hud  propo.sed  an  amendment 
ceding  tlic  lands  to  those  States,  a.s  soon  as  thev 
)i:td  paid  into  the  treasury  a  sum  et[ual  to  tlic  cost 
of  said  lutuW)  to  the  Government,  and  thcexiienses 
of  survey  iiiir  and  selling  the  aame;  and  he  would 
cheerfully  idfcr  a  similar  ninendmcnt  to  the  bill 
admitting  Wisconsin,  if  there  was  any  prospect 
th  It  it  would  pass.  >.{ 

Mr.  IIOU.STON,  of  Delaware,  opposed  the  [ 
amendment,  and  advocntod  the  middle  line,  to  I 
which  the  convention  had  given  its  consent.  I 


He  went  into  a  liistory  of  the  Virginia  grant  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory,  and  her  iirst  restriction 
as  to  the  size  of  the, States  to  be  created  out  of  it. 
This  she  had  abandoned  at  the  request  of  Con- 
gress, and  had  agreed  to  new  conditions — one  of 
wliich  was,  that  the  territory  should  not  be  divided 
into  less  than  three  nor  more  than  five  States.  And 
before  we  could  divide  Wisconsin  at  all,  he  con- 
tended that  we  must  liave  the  consent  of  Virginia, 
as  to  make  six  States  out  of  this  territory  would 
be  a  violation  of  our  compact  with  her.  Whether 
that  coiripact  had  been  superseded  by  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  was  a  question  still  open;  it 
had  never  yet  received  an  otficia!  adj,udication. 

He  was  unwilling  to  cross  the  wishes  of  the 
people  of  the  Territory,  and  was  prepared  to  re- 
ceive her  entire  at  any  time.  The  peojile  of  Wis- 
consin were  well  qualified  to  judge  as  to  wliat  would 
best  promote  llieir  own  good.  He  considered 
Congress  as  a  good  deal  in  the  dark  on  that  sub- 
ject. > 

Mr.  DICKINSON  moved  that  the  committee 
rise;  which  motion  prevailing,  the  committee  rose. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  uieinorials  and  petitions  were  presented 
uniler  the  rule,  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  THUi\lPSO,\i,of  Mississipjii :  The  memorial  of 
citizens  of  I'iiiladelphia,  for  the  conctnlralion  and  civiliza- 
tion Qf  the  Indians. 

By  Mr.  WILSON  :  'J'he  petition  of  Sally  Hart,  fora  pen- 
sion.    Also,  oi  Phili|)  Taliers,  for  arrears  of  peiisimi. 

By  Mr.  C.  J.  INCiERvOLL:  Eleven  memorials  from  citi- 
zens of  I'hJladclpliia,  for  tlie  e^labli^hmcnt  of  a  mail  route 
from  lbiladcl|iliia  to  New  York. 

By  Mr.  C.  E.  S'J'UAKT  :  Petitions  of  citizens  of  Branch 
county,  Michigan,  that  a  mail  route,  he  established  Iroiu 
Broijson,  in  said  county,  to  the  township  of  Noble,  in  the 
same  countv. 

Uy  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York:  The  petiticm  of  Mrs. 
Harriet  Gay,  of  Mimroe  county.  New  York,  praying  further 
relief  liirher  aged  falher,  Elkana  Stevens, of  Chelsea,  Ver- 
mont, who  was  a  toldier  of  the  Revolution,  and  is  now  des- 
titute and  infirm. 

By  Mr.  TWEEDY:  'j"he  petition  of  J.  J.  Brown  and  sixty- 
one  others,  of  Green  Bay  land  district,  Wisconsin,  praying 
for  a  division  of  that  district. 

By  Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Penn.sylvaiiia:  The  petition  of 
Kezin  Tevis,  for  an  increase  of  pension.  \ 

BiMr.GK  NNELL:  The  petitions  of  citizens  of  Boston, 
New  Bedford,  and  Pairhaven,  asking  an  amendment  of  the 
law  of  Juiy  2U,  lt'4iJ,  so  that  all  applications  to  consuls  in 
a  foreign  port  for  the  arrest  of  vessels  on  the  charge  that 
they  are  unseaworthy,  ^hall  be  made  by  the  fiift  and  second 
officers,  and  a  majority  rd'  the  crew.  Also,  that  the  laws 
requiring  vessels  to  be  registered  or  enrolled,  shall  be  amend- 
ed so  that  each  owner's  share,  or  part  of  share,  be  set  forth 
in  the  register  or  enrollment ;  and  that  provision  be  made 
lor  recording  at  the  custom-house  all  attachments,  transfers, 
or  11101  tgages  of  vessels. 

By  Mr.  MALL,  of  Missouri:  The  petition  of  Isaac  Hays 
and  others,  citizens  of  Saline  and  Lafayette  counties,  iu-tiie 
State  of  Missouri,  praying  the  estahlisiiment  of  a  post  nnite 
from  Marsiiall  to  Lexiiigtiin,  in  said  Slate. 

By  Mr.  WEN  I'WtJR'J'H  :  Tne  petition  for  a  mail  route 
fiom  Blue  I.-laiid,  via  Cooper's  Grove,  Chelsea,  Wallingtbrd. 
and  Bloonisville,  to  Biilbonia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Ohio, 

Rcsjlved,  That  the  meiiiorial  of  Mary  E.  Carney,  praying 
for  a  pension,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolution- 
ary Pensions. 

IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  May  9,  1848. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  covering  a  report  from  the  War 
Department,  in  compliance  with  ;)  resolution  of 
2.5th  of  April,  calling  for  information  relative  to 
certain  transfers  to  the  Indians;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflairs. 

A  message  was  also  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States  in  reply  to  a  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  transmit- 
ting the  information  ili  his  possession  concerning 
the  condition  of  Yucatan;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  iiresented  a  petition  from  the 
Seneca,  Onondaga,  and  Cayuga  Indians,  asking  a 
reimbiirseinent  of  expenses  incurred  in  an  ineffect- 
ual attempt  to  einigrate  to  the  territory  assigned 
them  in  the  southwest,  and  asking  that  iiomes  may 
be  provided  fnr  them  in  the  northern  portion  of 
the  United  Slates;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Afliiirs. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  petition  from  cit- 
izens of  Philadelphia,  asking  that  a  territory  may 
be  set  apart  for  it  permanent  home  for  the  various 
tribes  of  Indians  inhabiting  the  United  Stales; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 


Mr.  BORLAND  presented  a  petition  from  rep- 
resentatives of  William  Armstrong,  asking  com- 
pensation for  his  services  as  United  States  Indian 
agent;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania,  in  relation  to  the  preserva- 
tion  of  the   Indians;  which   was  referred   to  the* 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  YULEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bit!  for  the  relief  of  Michael  tlan- 
son;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  MOOR,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill  to  change  the  place  of  hold- 
ing the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  district  of 
New  Plampshire;  which  was  read  a  first.time. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Thoin;is  J.  V.  Owen,  deceased; 
which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Corn- 
iTiittee  on  Pensions,  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
the  farther  consideration  of  House  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Francis  ;Vi .  Holton,and  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  the  bill  to  authorize  notaries  pub- 
lic to  take  ;ind  certify  oathS;  and  ailirmations,  and 
acknowledgments  in  certain  cases,  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  froin  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Calvin  Reed, 
accoiTipaiiied  by  a  report,  wliich  was  ordered  to  be 
printed.     The  bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  DIX,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  respecting 
the  pay  department  of  the  navy;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  YULEE, 

Resoli  ed,  'i'hat  the  Copimittee  on  (.'ommerce  be  instructed 
to  inr|uirc  into  the  neecs-ity  of  making  furiher  provision  for 
buoys  at  Nassau  bar.  in  Fiorida,  and  at  St.  Andrews,  St. 
Simons,  Sapello,  St.  Catharines,  Ossibau,  and  Warsaw,  in 
Georgia. 

Mr.  BADGER  subriiitted  the  following: 
Resolved,  'J'hat  the  resolution  adopted  on  the  21st  Decem- 
ber last,  authorizing  the  Vice  President  to  appoint  a  super- 
iutendeniof  the  Senate's  antechamber,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  rescinded. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BORLAND,  the  bill  and 
amendment  for  dividing  the  State  of  Arkansas  into 
two  judicial  circuits,  was  recomrnitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  with  instructions  to  report 
by  bill. 

The  bill  from  the  House  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  addi- 
tional military  force,  and  (or  other  purposes,"  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  moved  that  .the 
Senate  take  up  the  private  bills  on  the  calendar  on 
Friday  next. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  said  that  he  had 
hoped  the  emigrant  passengers  bill  would  be  taken 
up. 

Mr.  TURNEY  objecting  to  the  motion.'it  lies 
over. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UPHAM,  it  was  ordered  that 
two  additional  members  be  added  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Enrolled  Bills;  and  that  they  be  appointed 
by  the  Chair. 

The  Chair  aj-ipointed  Mr.  Joiinson,  of  Georgia, 
and  Mr.  Borland. 
APPOINTMENTS  WITHHELD  FROM   SENATE. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  on  the  28th  ultimo,  was 
taken  up: 

ilc«o/ic/.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  re- 
quested to  inform  the  Senate  whether  any  oflicers  are  now 
in  the  military  or  civil  service  of  the  United  States,  under 
a|ipoiiiliiieiits  frimi  ihe  President,  which  have  not  Ium-ii  ,-iiI)- 
niitled  to  the  Senate  ;  and  if  there  be  any  ;'ucli  apiioinliiienls, 
that  he  slate  the  dale  of  such  appointments,  and  why  it  is 
that  it  has  not  been  in  the  power  of  the  President  to  submit 
tluaii  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  .TOHNSON  said,  that  when  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  on 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  he  had  .stated  that 
he  made  the  motion  because  he  considered  the  call 
unconstitutional;  and  it  did  not  appear  that  he  was 
opposed  to  the  oliject  of  the  resolution.  Retaining 
his  original  opinion,  llitit  there  was  nothing  in  the 
resolution  which  conflicted  with  the  constitutional 
functions  of  the  President,  he  was  still  ready  to 
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modify  it,  so  far  as  to  strike  out  the  part  wliich 
called  for  the  reasons  which  had  delayed  the  send- 
ing  in  the  nominations,  so  as  to  leave  it  a  bare 
inquiry  into  the  fact. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  that  the  modification  rendered 
tlie  resolution  less  objectionable,  but  it  did  not  en- 
tirely remove  his  reluctance  to  vote  for  it.  It  was 
a  kind  of  inquisition,  of  wliich  tliere  was  no  instance 
to  be  found  in  our  history.  The  President  might, 
with  just  as  much  propriety,  call  on  the  Senate  for 
information  of  what  it  had  done,  and  why  it  had 
left  other  thino;3  undone.  It  was  altogether  an  ir- 
regular motion.  The  President  could  not  send  in 
the  information  which  was  called  for  without  fur- 
nishing a  li.st  of  all  the  nominations  which  were 
not  yet  sent  in.  It  was  not  so  much  to  the  uncon- 
stitutionality as  to  the  irregularity  of  the  proceed- 
ing that  he  was  opposed.  He  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table;  but  withdrew  the  motion, 
and 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  ofMarylnnd,  said  he,had  hoped 
that  the  amendment  would  have  removed  the  ob- 
jection of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  and  that  the  re- 
solution would  have  been  adopted.  He  had  been 
disappointed  in  his  expectation.  The  Senator 
from  Ohio  says  it  is  a  call  for  information  of  all 
tliat  the  President  liari  done  in  the  exercise  of  the 
appointing  power,  and  that  it  was  both  unconsti- 
tutional and  irregular.  He  (Mr.  J.)  did  not  re- 
gard the  resolution  as  unconstitutional.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  said,  the  other  day,  that  the  reso- 
lution was  in  conflict  with  the  provision  of  the 
Constitution  which  allowed  the  President  to  hold 
back  his  nominations  during  the  session,  so  that 
the  commission  granted  by  him  dwring  the  recess 
did  not  expire  until  the  close  of  the  session.  So 
that  it  seemed  the  Senator  from  Ohio  thought  it 
quite  sufficient,  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  the  con- 
stitutional provision,  if  he  sent  in  his  nominations 
at  the  last  moment  of  the  session.  Were  it  not 
that  there  was  important  business  now  pressing 
on  the  attention  of  Congress,  he  would  like  to  go 
at  large  into  the  reasons  which  induced  him  to  sub- 
mit this  resolution,  and  the  historical  matters  with 
which  the  subject  was  connected.  But  he  did  not 
feel  disposed  to  trespass  on  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate. 

It  was  clear  to  him  that  the  objects  of  the  con- 
stitutional provision  to  which  reference  had  been 
made  were,  first,  to  give  the  President  reasonable 
time  for  inquiry,  and  to  send  in  the  nominations  to 
the  Senate;  and,  in  the  second  place,  to  allow  the 
Senate  reasonable  time  to  deliberate  and  act  upon 
them. 

He  did  not  mean  to  find  fault  with  the  invest- 
ment of  the  appointing  power  in  the  President. 
But  he  would  say,  that  so  great  a  latitude  of  con- 
siruciion  had  not  of  late  prevailed  in  reference  to 
the  jiower  of  the  other  departments  as  to  the  power 
of  the  President.  If  he  adhered  to  the  letter  of  the 
Constitution,  he  was  to  be  sustained,  whatever  de- 
parture there  might  be  from  the  spirit  of  the  instru- 
ment; while  charges  of  usurpation  of  power  were 
constantly  made  against  Congress.  We  had  sent 
abroad  an  army  to  conquer  territory  which  we  were 
to  acquire  as  indemnity.  We  wanted  field  officers. 
Congress  gave  him  the  authority  to  appoint,  and 
he  had,  during  the  recess,  appointed  officers.  But 
he  had  not  sent  in  these  nominations  until  this  hour. 
Among  these  was  General  Pillow,  who,  in  the  event 
of  the  disaliility  or  recall  of  the  Conuaander-in- 
cliief,  would  have  been  cntitli  d  to  command.  He 
alluded  also  to  General  Gushing,  appointed  by  the 
President  during  the  recess,  and  who  was  now  sit- 
ting in  judgment  on  the  Commander-in-chief.  The 
quasi  court,  of  which  he  is  a  member,  is  a  judicial 
court,  and  before  it  is  arraigned  the  greatest  cap- 
tain of  the  age,  whom  they  have  the  power  to 
condemn,  if  they  shall  see  fit. 

If  this  call  was  trenchins;  on  the  rights  of  the 
President,  he  asked  if  we  had  no  rights  .'  He  con- 
sidered that  the  Senate  had  a  right  to  as  long  a 
lime  as  would  enable  it  to  pass  deliberately  on  the 
nominations  submitted  to  ii.  The  object  of  the 
'  provision  in  the  Constitution  was  merely  to  autho- 
rize the  President  to  appoint  until  there  could  be  an 
opportunity  for  con.'iultation  with  the  Senate.  If 
he  were  to  keep  his  nominations  until  the  last  mo- 
ment of  the  session  and  they  .■should  then  be  reject- 
ed, the  Senate  being  compelled  to  adjourn,  the 
vacancies  would  be  again  filled  by  the  President 
without  tlie  interference  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ALLEN  vindicated  the  right  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  retain  the  nominations  as  long  as  the  Con- 


stitution permitted.  He  acted  for  the  general  good 
as  well  as  the  Senate,  and  he  had  as  much  ri^ht 
to  ask  of  the  Senate  if  they  intended  to  pass  a  bill, 
as  the  Senate  had  to  a.'sk  if  he  was  about  to  send 
in  any' nominations.  The  rule  of  the  Senate  by 
which  the  doors  were  closed — a  rule  which  he  had 
always  tried  to  get  rid  of,  and  which  he  should 
live  to  see  got  rid  of,  because  public  of)inion  every- 
where was  against  it — prohibited  the  President 
from  complying  with  tiiis  call,  even  if  he  were  dis- 
posed to  do  so.  It  was  this  rule  which  required 
nominations  to  be  sent  in  secretly  ;  while  this 
resolution  called  for  a  list  of  the  nominations  to  be 
publicly  made.  So  far  as  the  public  is  concerned, 
the  Senator  from  Maryland  had  given  the  names 
of  the  officers  pointed  at;  so  that  the  public  could 
gain  nothing  further  by  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution and  the  response  of  the  President.  He  con- 
tended that  no  department  had  any  right  to  inter- 
fere with  the  Executive  functions  of  the  President 
as  laid  down  in  the  Constitution. 

He  was  in  favor  of  watching  the  Executive 
power,  but  he  did  not  perceive  that  the  tendencies 
to  usurpation  were  so  great  in  the  Executive,  who 
stood  on  his  individual  responsibility,  as  in  the 
departments  which  exhibited  a  responsibility  di- 
vided among  many,  as  in  the  legislative  branches, 
and  all  other  of  those  aristocratic  institutions  which 
dotted  the  whole  land,  under  the  name  of  corpo- 
rations. He  referred  to  the  bill  making  the  ap- 
portionment under  the  last  census,  which,  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  was  constructed  so  as 
to  admit  the  largest  volume  of  democracy  into  that 
branch;  but  which,  when  it  came  into  the  Senate, 
was  so  changed  as  to  throw  the  weight  of  influence 
into  the  Senate.  It  was  this  body,  so  far  removed 
froni  the'people,  in  which  we  are  to  look  for  usui-p- 
ation,  rather  than  in  the  Executive  and  the  House 
of  Piepresentatives.  He  held  all  this  cry  about 
Executive  usurpation  as  unworthy  of  apprehen- 
sion. It  was  the  secret,  noiseless  usurpations  in 
tliis  body  which  were  to  be  feared;  let  us  get  rid 
of  these,  and  he  would  leave  the  rest  to  the  peo- 
ple. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  was  postponed,  and 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  take  up  the  special  order. 

YUCATAN. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  thecohsideration  of  the 
bill  to  enable  the  President  to  take  temporary  mil- 
itary occupation  of  Yucatan. 

Mr.  LEWIS  said  he  desired  to  oflTer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi,  [Mr.  Davis.]  The  amendment  was 
in  the  shape  of  a  preamble,  to  go  at  the  head  of 
the  bill,  and  a  proviso  to  be  inserted  at  the  close. 
He  thought,  that  to  put  the  bill  on  the  ground  of 
humanity  alone,  would  be  carrying  them  further 
than  he  was  disposed  to  go.  They  could  not,  and 
ought  not,  to  become  the  champions  of  the  whole 
human  race;  lie  thought  the  true  base  to  place  it 
on  was,  that  Mexico  owed  Yucatan  protection, 
and  as  she  was  no  longer  able,  from  the  fact  of  our 
having  superseded  her  military  power,  that  we 
were  bound  to  treat  the  invasion  of  Yucatan  as 
other  .Mexican  invasions.  If  the  amendment  pre- 
vails, it  will  read — 

Whereas  an  extiaordinaij'  war  is  now  being  waged  bytlie 
Indian  ui)on  tlie  wiiile  population  of  Yucatan,  wliich,  if  not 
arrestrd,  threatens  the  exiiiiction  of  the  white  lace;  and 
whereas  Yucatan,  as  one  of  the  States  of  Mexico,  is  enti- 
tled to  the  protection  of  the  Mexican  Government ;  and 
whereas,  hy  reason  of  the  existiui;  war,  the  authority  of  the 
"Mexican  Government  has  been  to  a  great  extent  suppressed 
within  the  limits  of  Mexico,  and  the  military  aulhority  of 
the  United  States  substituted  in  its  stead  ;  and  whcreMs  to 
such  substitution  is  to  be  mainly  attriliuted  the  impunity 
which  is  now  given  to  cruelty  and  outrage  on  the  part  of 
the  insurgents,  justice  and  good  faith  to  Yucatan,  as  well  as 
the  existing  armistice  with  Mexico,  require,  as  in  the  case 
of  other  Indian  invasions  of  Mexican  territory  during  the 
war,  that  the  United  States,  having  superseded  tlie  power 
of  Mexico,  should  assume  tlie  protection  of  Yucatan  until 
Mexico  shall  beiu  a  condition  to  rcassume  the  same.  There- 
fore— 

Be  it.  enacted,  Sfc.,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
he,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  empowered  to  accept 
the  services  of  an  equal  number  of  volunteer  troops  to  sup- 
ply the  place  of  such  as  may  he  withdrawn  from  their  pres- 
ent duty  to  answc^r  to  the  exigent  demand  for  the  immediale 
presence  of  a  portion  of  our  army  in  Yucatan  :  Proridcd, 
Their  services  shall  be  required  ;  the  sanies  to  be  raise(l 
for  service  during  the  war  with  iMevico,  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  May  tliirti'eoih,  ciiililccn  hundred 
and  forty-six,  and  March  third,  eit'litceii  luindnd  and  forty- 
seven  ;  and  provided,  furfher,  that  nothing  herein  contained 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  require  that  the  prolec  tion  hereby 
afforded  to  the  pifiple  of  Yucatan  shouhl  be  withdrawn  until 
Mexico  is  in  a  situation  to  resume  the  same  ;  and  provided, 
further,  that  no  warrant  is  hereby  intended  to  be  given  for  the 


permanent  occupation  or  annexation  of  the  territory  of  Yu- 
catan to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  accepted  the  mod- 
ification without  hesitation;   when — 

Mr.  NILES  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate  to  a 
late  hour  against  any  interference  with  the  internal 
concerns  of  other  nations,  and  urging  caution  and 
prudence  in  all  our  relations  with  other  countries. 
It  was  after  four  when  Mr.  N.  closed  his  remarks. 
[See  Appendix  for  the  debate  on  this  bill.] 

Mr.  CASS  took  the  floor;  when— 

Mr.  BREESE  moved  to  go  into  Executive  ses- 
sion; but  the  Senate  refused  the  motion,  and  ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  May  10,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

DEBATE  ON  THE  WISCONSIN  BILL. 
Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  the  usual  resolution 
to  close  all  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  bill  for  the  admis- 
sion of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  into  the  Union,  at 
two  o'clock,  this  day. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

BINDING  BY  CONTRACT. 
Mr.  HENLEY  then  called  up  a  motion,  pre- 
viously submitted  by  him,  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  following  resolution  had  heretofore 
been  adopted: 

Resoh)ed,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  receive  proposals 
for  binding  books  and  documents  ordered  iiy  tiie  House  ;  and 
that  he  submit  the  same  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts  for 
its  examination  and  approval. 

He  said  that  the  resolution  which  he  wished  re- 
considered was  one  which  it  was  not  within  the 
constitutional  power  of  the  House  to  pass — one 
which,  at  the  time  it  passed,  had  not  been  investi- 
gated, and  was  not  understood.  Mr.  H.  wished 
to  submit  some  remarks  on  that  resolution,  and 
also  on  the  subject  of  performing  the  public  print- 
ing of  Congress  by  contract.  There  was,  particu- 
larly on  the  latter  subject,  a  prevailing  misappre- 
hension, both  as  to  how  the  ju'inting  was  now 
executed,  and  on  the  possibility  of  having  the 
printing  of  Congress  well  done  on  the  contract 
system. 

It  had  been  said  here  that  the  House  and  the 
country  had  gained  nothing  by  putting  out  the 
printing  on  contract;  and  ithad  been  further  asserted 
that  the  work  had  deteriorated  in  the  manner  of  its 
execution,  and  that  the  country  had  lost  credit 
from  the  appearance  of  its  public  documents,  both 
as  respected  paper  and  printing  also.  Mr.  H.'s 
object  was  to  show,  that  instead  of  the  country's 
gaining  nothing  by  the  change  which  had  been 
made  in  the  mode  of  gettinjj  the  printing  done, 
there  had,  on  the  contrary,  been  an  imrnense  gain; 
and,  moreover,  that  the  public  printing  was  done 
at  this  time  as  well  as  it  ever  had  been. 

[The  total  sum  paid  for  the  printing  of  Congress  for  the  last 
seven  years,  was $947,555 

At  the  prices  we  now  pay,  the  same  work  would 
have  been  done  for 368,509 

Showing  a  saving  of .^579,046 

or  upwards  of  66  per  cent. 

The  amount  paid  to  Gales  &  Seaton  for  the  printiiic  of  the 

27tli  Congress,  was $2c9,160 

At  the  |)rices  we  now  pay,  this  work  would  have 

cost  only '. 97,041 

Showing  in  two  years  a  saving  of iji!l93,119 

or  about  75  per  ceru.  « 

The  average  saving  per  year  for  seven  years,  if  the  work 
had  been  done  at  present  prices,  would  have  been  ^■8-2,720.] 

The  CHAIR  here  called  Mr.  Henley  to  order, 
on  the  ground  of  irrelevancy.  Tlie  resolution  he 
had  moved  to  reconsider  had  reference  solely  to  a 
contract  for  binding  docurnents  printed.  Remarks 
on  the  mode  or  cost  of  the  public  printing  were  nat 
in  order  on  such  a  motion. 

Mr.  HENLEY,  after  a  sudden  pause,  here  said 
th«t  if  the  Chair  would  tell  him  what  remarks 
would  be  in  order  on  the  motion,  he  would  make 
them,  for  he  certainly  intended  to  make  some.  [A 
laugh.] 

The  resolution  proposed  to  be  reconsidered  Was 
read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  that  when  that  resolution 
was  adopted,  it  had  been  said  on  this  floor  that  the 
public  printing  was  worse  performed  now  than  it 
ever  had  been.  He  was  replying  to  those  remarks 
by  showinu;  the  contrary. 

The  CHAIR  remarked  that  Mr.  H.  could  get  an 
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opportunity  to  do  this  by  moving  a  separate  reso- 
lution, or  embnicin^  some  time  when  the  subject 
of  the  public,  printino;  was  before  the  House. 

Mr.  HENLEY  went  on  to  say  that  the  printing;, 
if  done  under  the  old  method  by  Blair  <t  Rives,  or 
by  Ritchie&  Heiss,  would  liave  cost  the  country 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  if  by  Gales 
&  Seaton,  under  former  prices,  would  have  cost 
^3G0,000;  it  now  cost  but  i^l3r),000  for  this  Con- 
gress, being  a  saving  of  $2011,000  from  what  would 
iiave  been  paid  to  Gales  &  Seaton  under  the  old 
rales. 

The  CHAIR  again  reminded  Mr.  H.  that  it 
•would  be  out  of  order  for  him  to  proceed  in  any 
further  remarks  on  the  subject  of  the  public  print- 
ing. He  iiad  now  replied  to  the  remark  to  which 
he  referred  as  having  been  made  on  a  former  day 
in  discussing  the  resolution  he  wished  to  recon- 
sider. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  the  ?Iouse  had  been  con- 
sidering a  resolution  which  went  to  take  from  the 
public  printcis  a  part  of  their  contract;  and  it  had 
then  been  stated  that  the  public  had  gained  nothing 
by  letting  out  the  printing  on  contract.  He  regret- 
ted that  the  rules  of  the  House  had  suddenly  be- 
come so  stringent  as  to  prevent  him  from  replying 
and  vindicating  the  contractors,  by  showing  that 
the  mode  of  performing  the  work  had  not  deterio- 
rated, and  that  the  country  had  been  a  great  gainer 
by  the  change. 

The  CHAIR  said  tlie  gentleman  might  assert 
this,  but  not  go  into  an  argument  on  a  subject  out 
•  of  (u-der. 

Mr.  GREGORY  here  inquired  of  Mr.  Henley 
if  he  had  looked  at  the  contract  ? 

Mr.  HENLEY.  Certainly  I  have,  or  I  should 
not  have  asserted  what  I  have. 

Mr.  GREGORY.  There  is  nothing  about  bind- 
ing in  the  contract. 

Mr.  HENLEY.  I  assert  that  there  is.  And  if, 
as  the  Chair  decides,  assertion  is  to  go  for  argu- 
ment, iny  assertion  is  as  good  as  his.  On  what 
ground  has  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey  assert- 
ed this.'  I  aslc,  when  there  is  no  law  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  the  practice  of  the  House  has  gone  on  a 
certain  principle,  and  the  House  has  adopted  it, 
and  made  rules  and  regulations  which  assumed  it, 
and  reports  have  been  made  to  the  House  in  favor 
of  it,  and  the  House  have  adopted  those  reports, 
is  not  all  this  equivalent  to  a  law?  He  held  in  his 
hand  a  report  from  a  committee  made  but  the  other 
day  on  the  subject  of  binding  documents,  which 
proceeded  on  the  principle  that  binding  the  docu- 
ments was  an  incident  to  printing  them,  and  went 
with  it.  When  in  1841  the  attempt  was  made  here 
to  separate  the  binding  from  the  public  printing, 
the  whole  subject  was  referred  to  a  committee^ 
who,  after  thoroughly  investigating  it,  nuule  a  re- 
port to  this  House.  That  report  I  have  before  me, 
but  shall  not  read  more  than  that  portion  of  it 
which  states  the  conclusions  to  which  they  came. 
[Mr.  H.  here  read  the  third  head  of  the  resultson 
the  subject,  which  declares  that,  under  a  usage  of 
twelve  years,  it  had  been  established  that  the 
"  binding  is  an  incident  to  the  public  j)rintinu-. "] 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  here  inquired^when 
that  report  was  made.' 

Mr.  HENLEY.  It  was  made  in  the  session  of 
1840- '41,  in  February;  and  from  1841  to  the  close 
of  the  last  session,  the  doctrine  of  this  report  has  been 
concurred  in  by  the  House — that  is,  fora  period  now 
of  nineteen  yoar.s.  What  more  was  done?  When  the 
present  contractors  made  their  bid  for  the  printing, 
ihccommiitceaptiointed  to  let  out  the  contract — and 
which  committee  consisted  of  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  and  the  Secie- 
tary  and  Cleik  of  the  two  bodies— told  them  that 
wlioevcr  wa.s  appointed  public  printer  would  have 
the  binding  of  the  documents.  They  were  fur- 
nished by  Messrs.  Dickins  and  French  with  an 
estimate  of  the  l)inding;  aiid  here  it  is.  [Mr.  II. 
here  quoted  liic  instructions.]  This  estimate  is 
contained  in  the  instructions  then  given  to  the  con- 
tractors; and  can  any  man,  with  these  facts  before 
him,  deny  that  the  binding  forms  a  part  of  the  con- 
tract for  the  [)rinting  of  Congress? 

It  is  now  f)ropose(l  to  take  away  from  these  gen- 
tlemen a  part  of  their  contract — to  take  it  from 
public  officers  appointed  by  law.  Though  I  am 
no  lawyer,  1  Ijclieve  that  ihi.s  usage,  thus  estab- 
lished and  confirmed,  has  become  a  [)art  of  the  law 
of  il)e  land.  The  insiruclions  say,  that,  as  the 
clocumenis  are  Annishr  d,  ihey  shall  be  deposited 
in  a  room  in  the  Capitol,  and,  at  the  close  of  the 


How 


session,  shall  be  taken  thence  to  be  bound 
can  this  conti-act  be  lawfully  taken  away? 

I  hope  I  shall  now  be  permitted  (by  general  con- 
sent, if  not  otherwise)  to  say  a  word  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  printing  has  been  executed. 

The  CHAIR  once  more  reminded  Mr.  Henley 
that  the  resolution  he  liad  moved  to  reconsider  had 
reference  only  to  binding.  To  admit  remarks  on 
the  public  printing  would  involve  the  necessity  of 
permitting  a  reply,  and  might  probably  draw  on  a 
prolonged  debate. 

Mr.  HENLEY.  Then  I  hope  all  present  will 
be  willing  to  hear  the  facts  I  am  about  to  state. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.     I  object. 

Mr.  HENLEY.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia 
objects.  Very  well;  I  suppose  I  may  be  allowed 
to  make  a  single  asseilinn. 

Mr.  MORSE  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
would  withdraw  his  objection.  The  gentleman 
from  Indiana  might  have  important  information  to 
communicate. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  he  could  not  withdraw 
his  objection.  The  debate  on  the  Wisconsin  bill 
was  to  end  at  two  o'clock.  The  gentleman  could 
just  as  well  make  his  statement  at  another  time. 
He  belonged  himself  to  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
which  committee  had  the  privilege  of  reporting  at 
any  time,  (a  prerogative  not  enjoyed  by  any  of 
the  standing  committees  of  the  House,)  and  he 
could  introduce  the  subject  by  resolution;  but  the 
resolution  to  be  reconsidered  was  confined  to  bind- 
ing the  documents. 

Mr.  HENLEY.  When  the  resolution  I  want  to 
have  reconsidered  was  introduced  into  the  House, 
one  reason  for  it  was  stated  to  be,  that  the  paper 
and  printing  under  the  existing  contract  were  alto- 
gether inferior  to  anything  before.  It  is  really 
very  extraordinary  that  all  at  once  the  rules  should 
have  become  so  exceedingly  strict  that  I  cannot 
reply  to  that,  though  speaking  on  the  same  reso- 
lution. 

The  quality  of  the  paper,  so  far  from  being  in- 
ferior, is  better,  if  anything,  than  formerly.  The 
paper  on  which  the  printing  was  done  for  the  last 
Congress  cost  ^3  a  ream;  this  costs  $3  50.  That 
was  one  fact.  It  was  due  to  the  public  printers 
that  he  should  state  another  fact.  The  paper  on 
which  the  President's  message  had  been  printed 
was,  confessedly,  an  inferior  article. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  here  called  Mr.  Henley  to 
order. 

1'he  CHAIR  ruled  him  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  HENLEY.  I  cannot  for  my  life  imagine 
why  gentlemen  are  so  unwilling  to  hear  charges 
refuted  nov/  which  were  suffered  to  be  made  when 
this  same  resolution  was  under  consideration  on  a 
former  day. 

If  there  is  no  way  by  wliich  I  can  be  suffered 
to  proceed,  I  suppose  I  must  desist.  I  will  only 
say,  then,  that  I  hope  the  resolution  will  be  recon- 
sidered and  referred  to  a  committee,  to  be  examined 
into.  If  the  House  will  not  take  my  statement, 
that  these  contractors  were  informed  by  tlie  officers 
of  both  Houses  that  the  binding  went  with  the 
printing,  and  that,  in  consequence  of  being  so  in- 
formed, they  have  made  a  contract  for  the  binding, 
I  hope  they  will  refer  the  matter  to  a  committee, 
who  will  report  the  facts.  If  1  am  to  be  debarred 
in  this  manner  from  going  further,  I  here  give  no- 
tice that  I  will  reply  at  some  time — that  is,  if  I  shall 
ever  be  so  fortunate  as  to  find  a  time  when  it  will 
be  in  order. 

Mr.  GREGORY  (a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Accounts)  remarked  that  the  course  which  the 
debute  had  taken  on  this  resolution  was  very  ex- 
tiaordinary;  instead  of  being  confined  to  the  bind- 
ing, it  had  run  upon  the  printing  which  had  no 
connection  with  the  subject.  The  Committee  on 
Accounts,  wlio  had  the  oversight  of  all  the  expend- 
itures from  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House,  in 
auditing  the  late  Clerk's  accounts,  had  found  items 
for  binding  to  the  amount  of  about  ^11,000,  for 
which  they  found  no  previous  arrangement  by  con- 
tract or  otherwise  as  to  the  prices;  and,  at  that 
early  day  of  the  session,  they  had  determined  to 
h/ive  the  matter  taken  care  of  by  some  committee, 
and  for  that  purpose  had  made  preparation  for  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution.  On  reference,  it  was 
found  there  was  nothing  at  all  in  the  contract  with 
the  printers  about  the  binding,  and  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing  and  the  committee 
considered  ihey  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  U[)on 
the  iniroduciion  of  u  new  subject  of  binding,  to 
wit,  100,000  co[iies  of  the  Patent  Office  document, 


the  Committee  on  Accoimts,  in  view  of  the  import- 
ance of  having  a  committee  of  the  House  to  take 
charge  of  that  branch  of  expenditure,  which  would 
amount  to  between  §30,000  and  $40,000  for  thia 
Congress,  reported  the  resolution  which  had  been 
adopted  inviting  proposals  ffir  binding.  He  was 
in  favor  of  the  contract  system;  he  was  favorably 
disposed  to  the  printers,  and  hoped  their  proposal 
would  beaslowasothers,  for  he  should  be  as  will- 
ing to  see  them  get  it  as  anybody;  but  he  thought 
the  contract  system  should  be  adhered  to. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  explained  his  re- 
marks of  a  former  day.  What  he  had  then  said 
had  been  called  forth  by  the  inquiry  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Cobb,]  whether  it  had 
not  been  the  uniform  practice  of  the  House  to 
allow  the  public  printer  to  bind  the  documents;  to 
which  he  had  distinctly  answered,  referring -to  the 
report  read  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Henley]  this  mornjng,  that  it  had  been  the  prac- 
tice, and  that  a  committee  had  been  raised  on  this 
question  and  made  a  report:  one  of  the  three  con- 
clusions of  which  was,  that  the  binding  was  an 
incident  of  the  printing. 

Now,  it  was  not  contended  by  any  man  in  this 
House  that  there  was  a  single  word  mentioned  in 
the  contract  for  the  printing  relative  to  the  binding 
of  the  documents.  He  would  like  to  know  to 
whom  these  documents  belonged  when  i)ublished. 
Did  they  not  belong  to  the  House?  Were  they 
not  under  their  control,  to  be  bound  or  not  as  they 
saw  fit?  And  how  did  it  happen  that  an  incident 
of  §17,000  was  to  be  attached  to  the  contract — the 
incident  being  greater  than  the  principal? 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  repeated  the  questions 
he  had  put  the  other  day.  Had  it  not  been  the 
invariable  practice  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
to  allow  the  public  printer  to  do  the  binding?  Had 
not  these"  printers  entered  into  the  contract  under 
the  expectation,  justified  by  that  practice,  that  they 
would  be  entitled  to  the  binding?  And,  further- 
more, had  not  these  printers,  under  this  implied 
contract,  already  entered  into  a  contract  with  other 
parties  for  the  binding?  And  would  not  Congress 
be  boimd  to  defray  the  expenses  of  this  contract? 
And  if  the  binding  was  now  taken  from  them, 
instead  of  economizing,  would  it  not  subject  the 
Government  to  a  much  greater  expense? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  replied  he  had  stated 
to  the  House,  from  the  examination  he  had  given 
to  the  subject,  that  he  had  good  reason  to  beheve 
that  five  thousand  dollars  could  be  saved  to  the 
country  by  giving  out  this  binding  by  contract. 
He  now  believed  it.  He  had  not  then  known 
what  was  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
that  these  printers  had  had  any  instructions  to  go 
on  and  execute  this  binding  under  the  old  arrange- 
ment; he  should  have  said,  had  he  known  it,  and 
he  said  now,  if  they  had  made  such  an  arrange- 
ment with  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  and  under  it 
had  gone  on  and  contracted  for  the  binding,  the 
contract  should  not  be  taken  from  them.  He  to- 
tally disagreed  with  gentlemen  in  the  conclusion 
that  this  was  an  incident  of  the  contract.  It  never 
could  be  considered  so;  yet,  if  they  had  acted  upon 
it  as  such,  under  the  authority  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
House,  he  should  feel,  as  a  member  of  this  House, 
bound  by  it.  He  dissented,  however,  in  lolo  with 
the  correctness  of  the  construction.  The  whole 
course  of  the  action  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of 
printing  had  changed;  this  Congress  had  entered 
upon  the  contract  system;  and  the  question  now 
was,  whether  this  system  should  be  carried  out  or 
not?  He  repeated,  if  a  contract  for  the  binding 
had  been  made  in  good  faith  by  the  printers,  under 
the  understanding  that  it  was  an  incident  of  the 
printing,  this  House  ought  to  carry  out  that  under- 
standing. But  the  House  ought  to  understand 
how  far  the  contract  went;  whether  it  was  for  the 
whole  one  hundred  thousand  Patent  reports,  and 
two  thousand  five  hundred  of  War  correspondence; 
and  any  further  action  of  this  kind  should  be  pre- 
vented. He  asked  this  House  whether  it  was  not 
time  to  enter  upon  the  contract  system  with  refer- 
ence to  the  bmding?  If  this  amount  could  be 
saved  to  the  Government  on  one  document,  should 
not  the  steps  be  taken  to  ell'ect  this  saving  in  all 
such  cases?  He  cared  not  who  the  printers  were; 
he  had  no  particular  individuals  in  view;  but  ho 
meant  to  discharge  his  duties  to  the  country.  If 
a  contract  had  already  been  made  in  this  case,  let 
it  stand;  if  not,  and  they  could  save  five  thousand 
dollars  in  this  one  case,  let  them  save  it,  and  do 
the  same  in  nil  future  cases.     It  was  not  his  object  . 
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to  overleap  or  break  down  any  contract  eiptered 
into  by  the  printers  for  binding,  but  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  contract  system,  which 
was  adopted  by  the  last  Congress  with  a  view  to 
save  expense,  and  which  system  has  been  pursued 
by  I  he  present  Congress. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  was  favorable  to  the  recon- 
sideration of  this  resolution.  He  thought. the  public 
printers  ought  to  have  the  binding,  if  they  would 
do  it  on  as  reasonable  terms  as  others;  and,  under 
this  condition,  hoped  the  Committee  on  Printing 
would  contract  with  the  printer.  He  moved  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered,  being  on  the  reconsidera- 
tion, which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution — 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  recommit  the  resolution 
to  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  with  instructions  to 
inquire  whether  any  agreement  had  been  made  be- 
tween the  Clerk  of  this  House  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  and  the  public  printers  as  to  the 
binding.  He  was  jiroceeding  to  call  attention  to 
the  unequal  distribution  of  the  documents  under 
the  present  jiractice,  and  the  necessity  of  some 
regulation  on  the  subject,  when  lie  was  called  to 
order  for  irrelevancy,  and  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  CONGER  desired  to  offer  certain  resolu- 
tions as  a  substitute  for  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  resolutions  were 
not  in  order  while  the  motion  to  recommit  was 
pending. 

At  Mr.  Conger's  request,  and  by  general  con- 
sent, the  resolutions  were  read,  as  follows: 
.  Resoh-ed,  That  tlie  Coinmitiee  on  Printing  be,  and  they 
are  liercliy,  auflinrizi  d  and  iiistruuled  to  enttr  into  contract 
with  Messr.s.  Wendell  and  Van  Benihnysen,  pnbMc  print- 
ers, for  the  execution  of  all  hinding  whiclV  has  Ijeen  oidered 
or  inay  hereafter  lie  ordered  by  this  House,  which  contract 
sliall  remain  in  force  for  and  during  the  continuance  of  the 
contract  luider  which  the  said  piinters  are  now  executing 
t!ie  public  printing:  Provirle:!,  That  such  contr.ict  can  be 
entered  into  with  "the  said  Wendell  and  Van  Benthnysen 
on  as  favorable  terms  as  are  ofl'ered  by  any  other  individu- 
als. 

Resoloed,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing,  in  pursuance 
of  the  instructions  contained  in  the  foregoing  resolution,  do 
report  to  this  House,  at  the  earliest  practicable  day,  their 
proceedings,  together  with  the  prices  offered,  Uie  persons 
by  whom  offered,  and  the  price  agreed  to  be  paid,  in  case 
a  contract  is  entered  into  with  said  printers. 

Mr.  CONGER  then  moved  his  resolutions  as  an 
amendment  to  the  instructions  of  Mr.  McKay. 

The  question  being  on  Mr.  Conger's  amend- 
ment— 

Mr.  HENLEY  remarked,  if  this  House  had  not 
the  authority  to  pass  the  original  resolution,  they 
liad  not  the  authority  to  pass  the  resolutions  of  the 
genlieirian  from  New  York.  If  the  binding  was^ 
already  contracted  for,  they  had  no  right  to  instruct 
the  Committee  on  Printing  to  make  a  new  contract. 
It  would  first  be  proper,  it  a|)peared  to  hinri,  to 
adopt  the  instructions  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  and  ascertain  whether  a  contract  had 
been  entered  into  or  not. 

The  question  being  taken,  Mr.  Conger's  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

Mr.  STEVVART,  of  Pennsylvania,  proposed  to 
amend  the  motion  of  Mr.  McKay,  by  authorizing 
the  Committee  on  Printing  to  have  bound  any  of 
the  documents  printed  for  distribution  they  might 
think  proper,  provided  that  tiie  expenses  should  in 
no  case  exceed  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  volume. 

The  amendment  was  ruled  out  of  order  on  the 
ground  of  irrelevancy,  and 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
McKay,  it  was  taken,  and  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

So  the  resolution  was  recommitted,  with  instruc- 
tions. 

ADMISSION  OF  WISCONSIN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Cobb,  of  Geoigia, 
in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  admission  of  llie.State  of  Wisconsin 
into  the  Union. 

When  this  bill  Was  taken  up  yesterday,  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  the  first  sec- 
tion by  adding  at  the  end  thereof  the  following: 

"  With  the  boundaries  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress, 
approved  August  G,  181fi,  enlitled  'An  act  to  enable  the  |)eo- 
'  [lie  of  Wisconsin  Terrinny  to  form  a  constitntion  and  Slate 
'  Government,  and  lor  the  admission  of  sucli  Stale  into  the 
<  Union." 


And  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  Beginning  at  the  northeast  corner  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, that  is  to  say,  at  a  point  in  thecelilreof  Lake  Michigan, 
where  the  line  of  forty-two  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  of 
north  latitude  crosses  the  same;  thence  ruiniing  with  the 
boundary  line  of  Michigan  through  Lake  Michigan  and  Green 
Bay,  to  the  mouth  of  Menominee  river;  tlience  up  the  chan- 
nel of  said  river  to  the  Brul^  river;  thence  up  said  last 
mentioned  river  to  Lake  Brul6;  thence  along  Ihe  southern 
shore  of  Lake  Brul6,  in  a  direct  line,  to  the  centre  of  the 
channel  between  Middle  and  South  Islands,  in  Ihe  Lake  of 
the  Desert;  thence,  in  a  direct  line,  to  TroutLake  ;  thence, 
in  a  direct  line  southwesterly,  to  the  highest  peak  of  Moun- 
tain Island,  which,  according  to  Nicollet's  map,  is  about 
where  the  forty-fourth  degree  of  latitiule  crosses  the  Missis- 
sippi;  thence  down  the  main  channel  of  said  river  to  the 
northwest  corner  of  tlie  State  of  Illinois;  thence  due  east, 
with  the  nortliern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  to  the 
place  of  beginning,  as  established  by  an  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  Illinois  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
Government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the 
Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  approved 
April  18,  1818." 

The  first  question  before  the  committee  to-day, 
was  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Smith, 
of  Illinois. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  recited  the  provisions  of  the 
amendments  pending — the  northern  boundary,  pro- 
vided by  that  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  being  the 
St.  Croix,  as  authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress  of 
1846,  and  accepted  by  the  convention  of  Wiscon- 
sin. Congress  having  agreed  to  accept  Wisconsin 
into  the  Union,  and  prescribed  such  boundaries, 
and  Wisconsin  having  accepted  of  them,  they  were 
bound  to  them;  unless  it  could  be  shown  that  there 
had  been  some  fraud  committed  upon  Congress, 
or  some  mistake  sufficiently  serious  to  prevent  the 
consummation  of  the  compact.  But  if  he  under- 
stood correctly,  there  was  none. 

The  gi-eat  objection  to  the  admission  of  Wiscon- 
sin as  a  State  was,  that  the  territory  was  too  large. 
The  objection  that  those  residing-in  the  valley  of 
the  St.  Croix  would  be  put  to  serious  hardship  and 
inconvenience  was  of  some  weight;  but  this  was 
an  objection  which  would  always  be  largely  ex- 
aggerated in  anew  country.  He  referred  to  sim- 
ilar inconveniences  which  had  been  anticipated  of 
a  formidable  character  at  the  time  of  the  admission 
of  Ohio,  but  which  had  disappeared  with  the  pro- 
gress of  improvement  and  settlement. 

Wisconsin  had  the  same  power  to  prescribe  her 
boundaries  that  Congress  had;  if  Congress  did  not 
agree  to  the  boundaries  she  was  willing  to  accede 
to,  she  had  the  right  to  remain  as  a  Territory.  She 
had  formed  a  State  constitution;  she  had  mad£  all 
the  preparations  for  coming  into  the  Union  as  a 
State;  suppose  Congress  did  not  confirm  this  line, 
and  proposed  a  new  one,  which  she  should  refuse 
to  acce])t,  by  what  laws  would  she  be  governed  in 
the  mean  time?  By  the  laws  of  the  State  for  which 
she  had  formed  her  constitution,  or  the  laws  of  the 
Territory.'  Would  she  go  on  to  elect  her  Gov- 
ernor, Legislature,  and  various  officers  under  State 
authority,  ^'  must  she  be  thrown  back  upon  the 
Territorial  government,  and  be  governed  by  Terri- 
torial judges,  governors,  and  other  officers?  He 
concluded  not;  but  that  if  Congress  disagreed  to 
her  proposition,  she  would  have  the  right  to  act 
independently  of  the  General  Government,  so  far 
as  her  internal  police  and  general  legislation  were 
concerned;  and  that  she  would  be  subject  to  the 
laws  of  the  General  Government,  so  far  as  the 
States  were  subject  to  them,  and  no  further. 

He  further  argued  the  superiority  of  the  line 
proposed  by  the  committee  over  that  proposed  by 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Illinois — the  former  having  been 
proffered  by  Congress  in  1846,  having  been  ac- 
cepted by  Wisconsin,  and  being  now  asked  by  the 
Territory,  through  her  delegate  on  this  floor.  If 
they  were  now,  for  the  first  time,  acting  upon  the 
question  of  the  line,  he  should  prefer  a  southern 
line;  but  as  it  was,  he  considered  that  Congress 
were  bound,  by  every  sense  of  reason,  justice,  and 
consistency,  to  adhere  to  the  line  proposed  by  them 
and  accepted  by  Wisconsin. 

He  noticed  the  objection  to  the  bill,  that  it  vio- 
lated the  ordinance  of  1787,  which  ])rescribed  that 
five  States  should  be  formed  out  of  the  Northwest- 
ern Territory — this  being  the  sixth.  He  did  not 
consider  that  ordinance  binding;  it  never  had  been 
so  considered  by  the  people  northwest  of  the  Ohio. 
It  had  always  been  disregarded  by  the  State  of 
Ohio.  Why,  one  important  provision  of  that  or- 
dinance was,  that  slavery  should  not  exist  there; 
and  others,  that  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory 
should  enjoy  the  right  of  habeas  cor[)us,  of  trial  by 


jury,  and  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizens  of 
any  other  portion  of  the  Union;  and  the  very  first 
thin^  that  Ohio  did  when  she  became  a  State  was 
to  disregard  some  of  these  important  provisions: 
she  disfranchised  all  Africans,  disregarded  the  or- 
dinance with  reference  to  the  right  of  trial  by  jury, 
passed  laws  prohibiting  the  immigration  into  that 
State  of  free  persons  of  color;  went  still  further, 
and  prohibited  the  blacks  from  testifying  in  courts 
of  justice  in  cases  where  white  persons  were  par- 
ties. Some  of  these  laws  had  been  continued  on 
the  statute-book  until  this  day.  They  had  never 
regarded  the  principles  of  that  ordinance  since  the 
^tate  was  formed;  nor  was  Congress  going  to  re- 
gard it;  they  were  going  to  disregard  it  now  in  re- 
ceiving Wisconsin  into  the  Union. 

It  was  possible  that  Illinois  was  much  larger 
than  she  ought  to  have  been,  and  Indiana  also,  and 
he  knew  not  but  Ohio  too.  I3ut  we  had,  in  relation 
to  the  Nofthwestern  Territory,  often  disregarded 
that  ordinance.  It  was  held  by  some  gentlemen 
that  Congress  had  the  right  to  resort  to  special 
legislation  for  these  territories;  but  he  held  that 
they  had  not.  He  held,  that  so  far  as  general 
legislation  was  concerned,  the  Territories  stood  in 
the  same  relation  to  the  General  Government  as 
did  the  States;  and  that  the  power  to  legislate  for 
the  government  and  general  police  of  Territories 
not  being  in  Congress,  it  necessarily  remained  with 
the  people  of  the  Territories,  and,  to  exercise 
this  legislative  power  over  such  Territories,  the 
consent  of  the  inhabitants  must  in  the  first  place 
be  obtained.  If  the  Territory  consented  to  the 
legislation  of  Congress,  it  then  became  constitu- 
tional. He  laid  down  the  position  that  Vv'^isconsin 
could  forever  remain  in  a  territorial  state  if  she 
should  be  pleased  to  do  so,  without  the  aid  or  ac- 
tion of  the  General  Government,  except  so  far  as 
related  to  general  laws.  She  could  adopt  a  State 
Government;  she  could  elect  herown  judges,  and 
manage  her  own  affairs.  All  the  territory  north- 
west of  the  Ohio  river  had  the  same  right.  They 
could  have  introduced  slavery  into  those  territories, 
and  Congress  would  have  had  no  right  or  power 
to  interfere.  The  provisions  of  the  ordinance 
being  superseded  by  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river  was 
left  untrammelled  in  its  action,  and  the  States 
carved  out  of  it  could  either  admit  slavery  or  ex- 
clude it,  as  suited  their  interests. 

But,  as  he  had  already  said,  the  ordinance  of 
1787  had  been  disregarded,  and  they  meant  to  dis- 
regard it  now;  this  State  would  come  in,  and  we 
should  also  have  a  sixth,  although  the  ordinance 
provided  that  there  should  be  but  five  States  in  the 
Northwest  Territory.  The  adoption  of  our  pres- 
ent Constitution  was  a  virtual  revocation  of  the 
unalterable  provisions  of  that  ordinance;  for,  by 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitutiow,  those  provisions 
became  merged  in  that  instrimient,  and  what  was 
intended  -as  a  special  provision  for  this  territory 
was  by  the  Constitution  extended  to  the  whole 
Union.  Such,  for  instance,  was  the  benefit  of  the 
habeas  corpus  act;  the  right  of  trial  by  jury;  that 
good  faith  should  be  kept  with  the  Indians;  and' 
also  the  provision  that  no  tax  or  impost  should  be 
levied  upon  property  in  its  transit  through  this 
territory.  The  latter  part  of  the  4th  article  of  the 
ordinance  was  as  follows: 

"The  navigable  waters  leading  into  the  Mississippi  and 
St.  Lawrence  and  the  carrying  places  between  the  sanje 
shall  be  common  highways,  and  forever  free  as  well  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  territory  as  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  those  of  any  other  State  that  may  be  admitted 
into  the  Confederacy,  without  tax,  impost,  or  duty  there- 
for." 

The  object  of  this  clause  was,  not  to  make  com- 
mon highways  for  any  other  purpose  but  for  the 
free  ti-ansit  of  property  through  that  territory. 
The  adoption  of  the  Constitution  provided  a  rem- 
edy for  this  evil  by  prohibiting  the  several  States 
from  levying  imposts  or  duties  on  exports  or  im- 
ports. The  reason  ceasing,  the  law  ceased ;  conse- 
quently, those  streams  and  the  carrying  places  be- 
tween them  ceased  to  be  common  highways. 

When  the  ordinance  of  '87  was  adopted,  the 
Constitution  had  not  been  framed;  and  at  that  time 
there  was  seen  the  difficulty  of  paying  debts  and 
regulating  commerce.  At  that  time,  each  State 
had  the  right  to  collect  taxes;  and  until  this  was 
provided  for  by  the  Constitution,  the  ordinance 
operated  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  The  pro- 
visions of  the  ordinance,  however,  wore  merged 
in  the  Constitulion. 

He  concluded,  therefore,  that  they  ought  to  adopt 
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the  proposition  of  Wisconsin  without  amendment, 
except  it  were  to  talce  ilie  line  proposed  to  them 
by  Congress  in  ]S46,  to  which  tiiey  had  assent- 
ed. He  thouii;ht  so  because  he  thought  Congress 
had  no  right  to  take  them  with  any  other  line  than 
the  one  which  met  with  their  acceptance.  They 
hfld  a  right  to  say  what  kind  of  a  territory  they 
would  come  into  the  United  States  with;  and  if 
Congress  did  not  accept  the  line  which  suited  the 
p.eo[)le  of  Wisconsin,  they  l>t\d  the  right  to  remain 
out  of  the  Union.  He  thought  they  were  bound 
bv  the  act  which  Congress  had  Iieretofore  passed, 
and  they  should  not  now  disturb  the  compact  into 
whicli  they  had  entered.  He  certainly  should  not 
vole  for  any  other  line,  unless  some  better  reason 
could  be  shown  him  than  any  he  had  yet  seen. 
He  hoped  this  bill  would  be  acted  upon,  as  the 
people  of  Wisconsin  wished.  He  would  not  longer 
detain  the  House,  because  lie  knew  there  were 
several  gentlemen  who  desired  to  express  their 
views  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  said  he  understood  that,  be- 
fore he  came  here  this  morning,  the  House  had 
adopted  a  resolution  to  terminate  debate  this  day 
at  two  o'clock.  He  would  remind  gentlemen, 
that,  ordinarily,  when  they  liad  a  bill  under  dis- 
cussion, and  the  House  fixed  a  limit  to  the  debate, 
they  never  got  further  than  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  until  the  hour  to  close  debate  arrived;  and  that 
if  anybody  had  any  remarks  to  make  on  any  sub- 
sequent section,  he  must  make  them  while  the 
question  was  pending  on  the  first  section.  The 
time,  then,  being  now  limited,  it  became  necessary 
that  he  should  say  what  he  had  to  say  on  other 
sections  at  this  time,  unless  he  would  be  content 
with  the  five  minutes  allowed  by  the  rules  for  the 
explanation  of  an  amendment,  which  would  not 
be  sufficient  for  his  present  purpose.  He  would 
say  nothing  of  the  first  section,  for  he  thought 
that  v/as  pretty  well  understood,  but  he  felt  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  make  some  remarks  in  relation  to 
the  second  and  third  sections,  and  he  should  'do  it 
at  this  time  because  no  other  time  would  be  afford- 
ed him. 

The  second  and  third  sections,  he  would  here 
remark,  were  not  necessary  parts  of  this  bill,  either 
to  admit  Wisconsin  as  a  State  or  to  carry  a  con- 
stitutional government  into  effect.  If  those  sec- 
tions were  stiirken  out,  and  the  bill  were  passed 
without  them,  Wisconsin  could  be  admitted  a  State 
of  this  Union  just  as  well  as  if  those  sections  were 
retained.  They  were  sections  which  related  to  the 
public  lands  of  the  proposed  State,  and  they  were 
inseiied  in  consequence  of  the  passage  of  certain 
resolutions  by  the  convention  of  Wisconsin.  If 
gentlemen  would  turn  to  the  latter  part  of  the  doc- 
ument containing  the  constitution,  they  would  find 
these  resolutions,  and  they  would  find  that  they 
contained  requests  that  Congress  would  do  certain 
things.  Whether  they  were  exactly  such  resolu- 
tions as  the  Lcirislaturc  of  Wisconsin  would  have 
passed,  if  it  had  been  convened,  he  knew  not. 
They  related  to  grants  of  land  in  that  Slate;  and 
he  would  take  this  opportunity  to  ex|)lain  what 
they  were,  that  gentlemen  who  had  not  exainined 
them  might  understand  them  before  they  were 
called  upon  to  vote. 

The  first  resolution  v^as  to  this  effect.  In  18.38 
•a  grant  was  made  by  Congress  of  a  tract  of  land 
to  make  a  canal  to  connect  Lake  Michigan  with 
Rock  river.  Each  alternate  section  of  land  was 
granted,  and  the  [iricc  of  the  remaining  sections 
was  elevated  to  ';j2  M  per  acre.  The  purpose  of 
that  grant,  however,  had  failed,  and  the  project  iiad 
been  given  up.  In  the  mean  time,  however, some 
of  those  reserved  sections  were  sold  at  )ji2  50  [)er 
acre.  Theap|)lication  of  the  convention  then  was, 
that  the  State  of  Wisconsin  might  be  permitted  to 
locate  the  .'J0(),0()()  acres  allowed  her  by  Congress 
on  thoRe  reserved  sections.  With  respect  to  the 
500,000  acre  grant,  it  would  be  recollected  that  in 
1841,  in  what  was  called  the  distribution  law,  such 
a  grant  was  made  to  each  of  the  new  States  that 
had  not  theretofore  received  so  much  land,  for  the 
purpo.se  of  aiding  such  States  in  making  inlernal 
improvements,  with  permission  to  m:\crA  such  lands 
as  were  not  subject  to  private  entry.  Now,  inas- 
much as  the  Rock  river  grant  was  siilijoct  to  pri- 
vate entry,  and  as  the  projected  canal  iiad  been 
abandoned,  they  asked  permission  'to  choose  so 
much  of  that  grant  as  was  necessary  to  compleie 
th'pir  grant  of  r)0(),()0()  acres;  and  to  that  he  could 
see  no  good  objeci.ion. 

The  next  question  presented  was  this,  lliat  the 


purchasers  of  the  reserved  sections  at  ^2  50,  they 
iiaving  ],)urchased  with  the  understanding  that  a 
canal  was  to  be  made,  should  now  lie  permitted  to 
have  other  lands  for  the  amount  paid  beyond  ■^l  25 
per  acre.  As  they  had  purchased  in  good  faith, 
with  the  expectation  that  a  canal  would  be  made, 
and  as  it  had  not  been  made,  he  saw  no  good  rea- 
son why  that  should  not  be  acceded  to. 

The  next  resolution  related  to  another  subject. 
It  would  be  recollected  that  in  our  land  system  five 
per  cent,  of  the  money  received  from  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  went  to  the  State  in  which  the 
lands  were  sold,  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads. 
And  it  was  true  that  this  Government  had  some 
interest  in  making  good  roads  there,  for  they  helped 
to  sell  the  land  yet  remaining  unsold.  But  by  this 
resolution  the  convention  of  Wisconsin  asked  Con- 
gress that  they  might  have  the  500,000  acres  al- 
lowed for  internal  improvements,  and  also  the  five 
per  cent,  on  the  lands  sold  for  making  roads,  and 
that  they  might  have  the  privilege  of  appropriating 
both  to  the  support  of  schools.  The  object  cer- 
tainly was  a  praiseworthy  one,  and  he  should 
throw  no  obstacle  in  the  way  of  it,  more  especially 
because  other  States  had  been  allowed  to  do  the 
same  thing. 

He  came  now  to  another  resolution.  In  1846 
a  grant  was  made  to  Wisconsin,  to  take  effect 
when  she  became  a  State,  of  certain  sections  of 
land  to  make  a  continuous  course  from  Green  Bay, 
by  Fox  river,  thence  by  Wisconsin  river,  to  the 
Mississippi.  To  do  this  a  canal  of  about  a  mile, 
or  a  mile  and  a  quarter,  was  requisite  from  Wis- 
consin river,  at  a  point  where  it  was  navigable  for 
steamboats,  to  Fox  river,  and  some  improvements 
in  the  course  of  Fox  river,  Winnebago  lake,  and 
the  entrance  to  Green  Bay.  The  act  took  effect 
granting  the  alternate  sections  of  a  tract  three  miles 
wide  for  the  purpose  of  making  those  improve- 
ments, and  the  reserved  sections  were  raised  to 
5^)2  50  per  acre  to  make  it  even.  By  the  last  reso- 
lution, the  convention  asked  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  let  that  grant  stand,  but  to  lower 
the  price  of  the  reserved  sections  to  ^1  25.  To 
that  he  could  not  agree;  it  was  going  a  little  too 
far;  and  it  was  to  this  more  especially  that  lie  had 
risen  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee.  He 
thought  a  dangerous  precedent  would  be  establish- 
ed if  this  Government  should  acquiesce  in  this  re- 
quest, and  it  was  to  the  establishment  of  such  a 
precedent  that  he  objected  more  than  to  anything 
else.  It  would  be  a  precedent  that  would  have  an 
injurious  effect  on  the  many  projects  which  were 
before  Congress,  and  which  were  more  or  less 
meritorious.  It  would  have  a  tendency  to  defeat 
those  projects,  and  it  involved  a  still  more  import- 
ant principle.  How.'  The  idea  of  using  the  pub- 
lic domain  for  purposes  of  internal  improvements 
had  been  by  some  entertained  from  an  early  period 
of  this  Government.  The  internal  improvements 
of  a  great  many  of  the  States  had  been  promoted 
in  that  way;  but,  finally,  in  1838,  the  Cj^vernment 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  grants  of  this  sort 
ought  not  to  be  made.  Some,  under  President 
Jackson's  administration,  viewed  such  grants  as 
unconstitutional,  and  they  insisted  that  such  grants 
should  be  stopped  altogether,  and  conseipiently  no 
more  grants  had  been  made  for  internal  improve- 
ments since.  Bui  many  then  contended,  that  in- 
asmuch as  the  money  could  not  be  had,  the  inter- 
nal improvements  could  not  go  on,  and  that  they 
ought  to  have  the  avails  of  the  public  land  distrib- 
uted, that  they  might  therewith  make  internal  im- 
|irovements.  It  was  on  that  principle  that  the 
distributiim  act  was  framed.  But  it  would  be  re- 
membered-that  in  that  act  a  clause  was  inserted 
providing  that  the  avails  of  the  public  lands  should 
not  be  distributed  to  the  Slates  if  the  duties  on  im- 
ports rose  above  twenty  per  cent.  This  clause  put 
it  beyond  the  power  of  the  Government  ever  to 
distril)ute  anything.  They  all  understood  that. 
Well,  what  next  came  up  .'  Why,  then  came  the 
new  Slates  claiming  this  and  that  improvement, 
this  river  and  that  road,  and  then  a  canal,  and 
grants  of  public  land  were  made  to  them  for  such 
pur[ioses.  Why.'  Oh,  because  they  could  not  get 
money.  Cut  was  not  this  an  abuse  of  the  elder 
Slates.'  Should  the  public  lands  be  used  for  inter- 
nal improvements  in  the  new  States  only.'  The 
purpose  he  did  not  pretend  to  say  was  not  a  good 
one;  but  could  it  be  .conceived  that  the  old  Slates 
would  submit  to  such  purtiahiy  .' 

Mr.  C.  would  merely  soy   that   the  old   States 
were  not  pre[uvred  for  such   a  principle.     They 


were  very  willing  to  make  grants  out  of  the  public 
domain  to  the  new  States,  but  not  on  such  a  prin- 
ciple as  that. 

We  had  entertained  another  policVj  by  making 
a  railroad  or  canal  through  a  portion  of  the  public 
lands,  where,  owing  to  deep  morasses  or  extensive 
prairies,  the  settlers  could  get  no  timber,  or  to 
obstacles  rendering  the  country  otherwise  unap- 
proachable, it  could  not  be  settled,  and  therefore 
never  could  be  sold.  In  such  cases,  we  had  settled 
one-half  of  it,  and  sold  that  at  double  price,  and  so 
got  as  much  money  as  if  we  had  sold  the  whole  at 
the  minimum  price.  It  was  plain  that  the  Gov- 
ernment, by  granting  alternate  sections  for  the  con- 
struction of  such  railroad  or  canal,  had,  in  fact, 
granted  away  nothing  at  all,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
saved  the  whole  amount  it  granted.  This  was  not 
graduation.  It  was  doubling;  it  was.going  on  an 
asL-ending,  not  on  a  descending  scale.  In  such  a 
case  the  Government,  it  was  true,  granted  land, 
but  it  got  back  the  money. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  here  put  a  ques- 
tion to  Mr.  CoLLAMER,  not  distinctly  heard  by  the 
reporter,  but  the  jjurport  of  which  may  be  inferred 
from  Mr.  Collamer's  reply. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  replied,  that  the  subject  of 
graduation  was  not  understood  by  him  as  it  was 
by  many  gentlemen.  "  Graduation"  was  a  tech- 
nical phrase.  It  referred  to  the  system  of  classing 
public  lands  by  the  length  of  time  they  had  been 
111  market,  and  fixing  the  price  accordingly.  The 
practical  elFect  of  which  was,  to  induce  a  man  who 
wanted  a  certain  piece  of  the  public  domain  to  wait 
awhile,  because  he  would  then  get  it  at  a  lower 
rate.  That  was  graduation.  This  had  nothing  to 
do  with  that,  nothing  at  all. 

Mr.  C.  now  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  what  had  been  effected  by  this  prin- 
ciple of  granting  alternate  sections,  and  selling  the 
residue  at  double  price.  By  this  system,  the  Ohio  , 
canal,  extending  from  Portsmouth,  on  the  Oliio 
river,  all  through  the  State,  to  Cleveland,  on  Lake 
Erie,  had  been  made,  and  the  grant  never  cost  the 
Government  a  dollar.  So  the  Erie  canal,  extend- 
ing from  Eel  river  to  the  Wabash,  and  down  that 
river,  running  all  through  Indiana  and  a  part  of 
Ohio,  had  been  constructed  in  the  same  manner, 
and  had  cost  the  Government  nothing.  The  ex- 
tension canal,  from  Dayton  to  the  Miami  river, 
connected  Lake  Erie  with  Cincinnati  through  the 
other  two.  All  these  canals  were  now  in  actual 
ojieration.  They  had  all  been  made  on  this  same 
principle,  and  all  without  costing  the  Government 
anything  at  all.  So  the  Illinois  canal  had  been 
constructed — a  work  which  had  essentially  aided 
that  State  in  reestablishing  her  credit.  The  Wa- 
bash canal  to  Evansville  had  enabled  Indiana  to 
redeem  her -bonds.  He  might  refer  to  various  cases 
of  the  same  kind.  The  railroad  from  Cairo  to  Chi- 
cago had  been  built  on  this  principle. 

But  what  Mr.  C.  wished  to  show  was,  that  if, 
after  reserving  alternate  sections  of  the  public 
land,  and  holding  them  up  at  double  the  minimum 
price.  Congress  afterward,  by  a  subsequent  law, 
threw  open  these  reserved  sections  for  sale  at  the 
minimum  price,  Government  got  nothing  back, 
and  the  State  got  the  whole.  This  brought  us 
round  again  to  the  principle  that  the  public  lands 
were  a  fund  for  the  internal  improvement  of  the 
new  States,  but  not  of  the  old  ones. 

The  moment  Congress  assented  to  the  fifth  reso- 
lution of  the  convention  of  Wisconsin,  they  did 
just  this  thing.  He  did  not  believe  that  this  could 
underslandingly  be  done. 

He  had  another  objection  to  that  fifth  resolution. 
Nothing  had  been  done  on  the  Wisconsin  and  Fox 
river  canal.  He  did  not  say  but  that  in  some  cases, 
through  inadvertence,  alternate  sections  hud  been 
granted  by  Congress  without  doubling  the  |irice  of 
the  sections  reserved.  Such  a  case  had  happened, 
he  believed,  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  the 
river  Des  Moines.  He  had  not  then  been  present, 
though  he  had  been  when  the  grant  was  made  for 
the  canal  between  the  Wisconsin  and  Fox  rivers. 
The  Dcs  Moines  grant  had  not  undergone  much 
examination,  and  he  did  not  think  it  constituted 
any  precedent  to  be  now  followed. 

He  would  further  remark,  that  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin was  entitled,  with  otiier  iiew«Slaies,  to  five 
hundred  thousand  acres  of  the  public,  domain  for 
the  imrposes  of  internal  improvement,  and  her 
convention  asked  that  the  avails  of  this  land  might 
be,  instead,  ajiplied  to  the  support  of  public  schools. 
To  this  he  had  no  objection. 
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In  granting-  Wisconsin  alternate  sections  for  the 
Sac  and  Fox  river  canal,  Congress  bad  said  that 
she  mi2;ht  have  them,  but  not  that  she  must.  Let 
the  Legislature  say  they  declined  taking  the  grant, 
and  tlien  the  State  would  be  entitled  to  her  five 
hundred  thousand  acres,  and  would  not  need  the 
help  of  Gnvernment.  But  she  asked  to  keep  her 
five  hundred  thousand  acres;  to  keep  her  five  per 
cent,  for  roads;  to  keep  her  Fox  river  grant,  and 
then  that  Congress  would  throw  off  the  additional 
dollar  and  a  quarter  on  the  reserved  sections.  The 
compliance  with  these  requests  was  in  nowise  im- 
portant to  the  admission  of  the  State  into  the  Union. 
The  first  and  second  sections  of  the  bill  might  be 
stricken  out  without  disturbing  that  at  all.  The 
provisions  in  the  fifth  resolution,  however,  he 
should  move  to  strike  out.  [He  here  designated 
the  lines  which  must  be  stricken  out  in  order  to 
effect  this  purpose.]  All  the  residue  of  the  bill  he 
was  willing  to  leave  undisturbed. 

Mr.  MORSE  said  he  v/ould  avail  himself  of  the 
apology  made  by  the  gentleman  froin  Vermont  for 
discussing  other  sections  of  the  bill,  when,  accord- 
ing to  strict  rule,  he  could  only  speak  to  the  first, 
and  would  follow  the  remarks  of  that  gentleman 
with  some  words  in  reply. 

He  considered,  that  in  reporting  the  bill  as  it 
stood,  the  Committee  on  the  Territories  had  done 
no  more  than  an  act  of  sheer  justice  to  the  new 
State  that  was  now  about  to  come  into  the  Union. 
The  gentleman  had  urged  objections  to  several 
features  in  the  bill,  but  had  graciously  consented 
to  waive  them  all,  provided  the  House  would 
strike  out  its  compliance  with  the  fifth  resolution 
of  the  Wisconsin  convention,  in  relation  to  redu- 
cing the  price  of  the  reserved  sections  granted  for 
the  canal  between  the  Wisconsin  and  Fox  rivers. 

Mr.  M.,  after  adverting  to  the  general  grant  of 
500,000  acres  of  the  public  land  to  each  of  the  new 
States,  referred  more  particularly  to  the  grant  by 
Congress  of  alternate  sections  for  five  miles  on  each 
side  of  the  Des  Moines  river  to  aid  Iowa,  when  a 
Territory,  in  improving  its  navigation.  At  the 
very  same  session  it  had  made  a  similar  grant  to 
Wisconsin  for  the  construction  of  a  canal  to  unite 
the  Wisconsin  and  Fox  rivers,  but  had  added  a  pro- 
viso that  the  reserved  sectioiis  should  not  be  sold 
for  less  than  fi2  50  an  acre.  Now,  Mr.  M.  had  been 
in  hopes  that  a  gentleman  who  had  so  shrewd  an 
eye  to  every  grant  made  to  the  new  States,  and 
who  seemed  to  consider  every  acre  given  to  them  as 
so  much  taken  out  of  the  pocket  of  the  old  States, 
would  have  shown  some  good  reason  for  this  in- 
vidious distinction  between  two  Territories  whose 
boundaries  wej-e  contiguous,  and  both  of  whom  at 
the  time  were  just  about  coming  into  the  Union. 

The  improvement  of  the  Des  Moines  river  was 
very  important  to  the  now  State  of  Iowa,  and  it 
was  right  to  aid  her  by  a  grant  of  land:  was  not 
the  canal  in  Wisconsin  equally  important  to  her.' 
Why  should  she  not  get  a  grant  on  the  same  terms 
with  her  sister  State.'  Until  some  good  reason 
should  be  shown  for  it,  he  hoped  the  House  would 
make  no  such  invidious  distinction  between  them. 
The  liberality  shown  to  Iowa  had  astonished  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont;  but  did  he  not  well 
know  that  all  such  grants  did  but  in  the  end  en- 
hance the  value  of  the  public  domain,  and  event- 
ually increased  our  landed  revenue? 

The  gentleman  objected  to  the  third  resolution 
of  the  convention,  giving  to  the  purchasers  of  the 
alternate  sections  granted  for  the  Fox  river  canal 
at  double  price  an  equivalent  in  land  after  that  pro- 
ject had  been  abandoned. 

Mr.  COLL  AM  ER  said  the  gentleman  was 
wholly  mistaken:  he  had  not  made  the  least  ob- 
jection to  it,  but  had  admitted  it  to  be  just. 

Mr.  MORSE  was  glad  he  had  not;  nothing 
could  have  been  more  just  and  fair.  He  under- 
stood the  gentleman  to  have  objected,  but  gracious- 
ly consented  to  give  up  his  objection. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  said  he  never  had  made  any. 
The  only  resolution  heolijected  to  had  been  thefifth. 
Mr.  MORSE  considered  the  reduction  in  the 
price  of  the  reserved  sections,  as  asked  by  the  fifth 
resolution,  an  act  of  sheer  justice  to  this  new  State; 
and  it  caiiie  with  an  especially  good  grace,  as  Wis- 
consin had  agreed  to  take  thi"s  grant  as  part  of  their 
500,000  acres. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  said  the  gentleman  was  again 
mistaken.  Wisconsin  did  not  propose  to  do  any 
such  tiling.  She  was  willing  to  take  the  alternate 
sections  on  Rock  river  us  part  of  her  500,000,  but 
not  on  Fox  river. 


Mr.  McCLERNAND  said  there  was  no  need  of 
deductinir  the  sections  on  Fox  river  from  her  quota 
of  500,000  acres,  as  that  had  been  already  provided 
for  in  the  act  of  1841. 

As  to  the  charge  of  the  application  of  her  quota 
of  land  from  works  of  internal  improvement  to 
the  support  of  common  schools,  Mr.  McC.  pre- 
sumed there  could  be  but  one  opinion  in  regard  to 
it. 

In  respect  to  the  boundary,  he  had  but  a  word 
to  say.  Three  lines  were  proposed  :  One  to  which 
the  convention  had  assented;  another  which  tlie 
people  of  Wisconsin  would  prefer;  and  a  third  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  frotn  Illinois,  [Mr. Smith.] 
He  was  indifferent  as  between  the  first  two,  but  he 
hoped  the  House  would  reject  the  third,  as  its 
adoption  would  only  make  trouble  and  delay. 

He  lioped  the  House  would  adopt  such  a  course 
as  would  enable  Wisconsin  to  take  her  place  as 
speedily  as  possible  as  the  thirtieth  iitale  in  our 
glorious  Confederacy. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  (as  Mr. 
CoLLAMER  was  not  in  the  Hall,)  explained  in  de- 
fence of  the  positions  he  had  taken,  and  which 
seemed  to  have  been  strangely  misunderstood  by 
the  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  [Mr.  Morse.]  Mr. 
R.  then  indicated  his  purpose  at  the  proper  time  to 
offer  a  resolution  granting  to  Wisconsin  section 
No.  36  in  each  township  of  the  public  land  to  aid 
in  support  of  purposes  of  education.  He  thought 
all  our  new  States  ought  to  have  larger  grants  to- 
ward this  object  than  they  enjoyed  under  our  pres- 
ent land  system.  They  only  got  one-thirty-sixth  of 
a  township  for  schools,  and  five  per  cent,  of  land 
sales  for  the  construction  of  roads.  But  in  ten 
years,  the  taxes  from  which  United  States  land  was 
exempt,  if  collected  by  the  State,  would  amount  to 
four  times  as  much  as  the  nev/  States  now  received. 
Probably  the  indisposition  of  Congress  to  do  more 
for  them  had  arisen  in  part  from  the  inordinate,  un- 
founded claims  set  up  by  them  on  the  subject  of 
graduation,  and  their  intemperate  threats  to  tlie  old 
States.  This  might  have  made  Representatives 
froiu  the  older  States  a  little  more  sensitive  than 
they  otherwise  would  have  been.  But  the  Gov- 
ernment, as  a  large  landholder,  was  bound,  by  all 
considerations  of  sound  policy,  to  promote  the  es- 
tablishment of  common  schools  in  all  the  new 
States.  In  the  Oregon  constitution  one  section  out 
of  each  township  had  been  set  apart  to  this  use.  It 
was  a  noble  provision;  it  ought  to  be  done  in  each 
of  the  new  States.  Not  only  would  the  State  be 
benefited,  but  ultimately  the  entire  Union.  In  his 
own  State  there  was  but  one  voice  on  this  subject. 
All  her  public  lands  in  the  Western  Reserve  had 
been  so  applied,  the  consequence  of  which  was, 
that  she  enjoyed  this  day  a  fund  of  two  millions  of 
dollars  for  purposes  of  education,  and  he  had  him- 
self never  known  a  native  of  Connecticut  who  could 
not  read,  nor  ever  heard  of  but  two  who  could  not 
write.  He  was  the  more  in  favor  of  liberality  to 
Wisconsi%,  because  her  own  course  on  this  sub- 
ject had  been  liberal  in  the  highest  degree.  The 
adoption  of  such  a  course  would  meet  the  just  de- 
mands of  the  new  States,  and  thereby  save  us  from 
the  outrageous  projects  of  graduation,  which  were 
brought  forward  Irom  time  to  time,  based  on  the 
falsest  principles  and  supported  by  the  most  un- 
founded arguments. 

Mr.  R.  iiere  read  his  proposed  amendment,  grant- 
ing No.  36  in  each  township  for  the  purpose  of 
public  schools,  with  the  exception  of  inchoate  pre- 
emption rights. 

Mr.  TWEEDY  (Delegate  from  Wisconsin)  now 
ol)tained  the  floor,  and  went  at  considerable  length 
into  a  discussion  of  the  general  subject,  and  espe- 
cially into  a  reply  to  the  objections  of  Mr.  Colla- 
MER  to  the  fifth  resolution  of  the  convention  on  the 
subject  of  reducing  the  price  of  reserved  sections 
of  the  public  lands.  Mr.  T.  said  he  should  not 
now  enter  on  the  question  of  boundary;  on  that 
subject  he  had  made  some  statements  on  a  previous 
day.  It  must  be  apparent,  from  the  indications  of 
opinion  throughout  the  House,  that  Congress  had 
no  right  to  impose  on  Wisconsin  the  southern  line 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  and  make 
that  a  condition  of  Wisconsin  being  admitted  into 
the  Union.  Mr.  T.  knew  well  the  feeling  of  the 
people  of  Wisconsin  on  that  subject.  If  it  were 
out  of  self  resfiect  alone,  and  a  just  regard  to  the 
dignity  of  the  State,  the  very  men  themselves  who 
had  in  convention  been  most  in  favor  of  a  south- 
ern line,  would  now  vote  against  it.  No;  Wis- 
consin would  never  come  as  a  beggar  to  the  door 


of  this  House,  and  sue  as  a  boon  for  that  which 
was  her  right.  Her  people  would  place  them- 
selves in  no  such  degrading  attitude.  Mr.  T.  and 
those  associated  with  him  had  labored  with  the 
people  day  and  night  for  two  weeks  to  prevail  with 
them  to  wait  and, consent  to  the  boundary  proposed 
by  Congress  in  the  new  constitution;  they  had  had 
the  utmost  difliculty  in  holding  back  their  friends 
from  insisting  on  the  rights  of  the  State.  They 
had  planted  themselves  on  the  ordinance  of  '87. 
But  at  length,  with  great  reluctance,  they  had  con- 
sented to  waive  for  the  present  what  all  held  to  be 
their  right.  But  they  came  not  as  the  people  of  a 
British  province  suing  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  for 
privilege  of  self-government.  If  they  came  into 
the  Union  at  all,  they  would  come  into  it  on  a  foot- 
ing of  perfect  equality  with  the  other  States.  Wis- 
consin must  come  in  as  a  sister,  or  not  at  all.  On 
this  point  men  of  all  parties  were  as  one;  every  soul 
in  the  State  was  of  but  one  mind.  It  was  vain  for 
gentlemen  to  try  to  bring  them  to  any  other  terms. 
As  to  the  two  northern  lines  which  had  been  spoken 
of,,  gentlemen  might  fix  on  which  they  pleased. 
The  people  of  Wisconsin  preferred  Rum  river  as 
their  boundary;  but  if  the  St.  Croix  route  was  fixed 
on  by  the  House,  they  were  ready  to  acquiesce. 
He  would  say  that  he  had  been  instructed  to  ad- 
vocate the  first  of  these  boundaries, and  he  believed 
it  would  carry.  - 

And  now  as  to  some  other  points  which  the 
genttem-an  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Collamer]  had 
stated  with  so  much  clearness  and  fairness.  That 
gentleman  had  a  perfect  acquaintance  with  the 
whole  subject  of  the  public  lands;  and,  after  hav- 
ing thoroughly  examined  all  the  resolutions  of  the 
Wisconsin  convention,  he  found  none  to  object 
against  but  the  fifth.  Mr.  T.  presumed  there  would 
be  no  serious  objection  in  the  House  to  any  other. 
That  resolution  referred  to  a  repeal  of  the  proviso 
in  the  act  granting  alternate  sections  of  land  for 
the  construction  of  a  canal  to  unite  the  Wisconsin 
and  Fox  rivers,  which  proviso  required  the  sec- 
tions reserved  by  the  United  States  to  be  sold  at 
not  less  than  two  dollars  and  a  half  the  acre.  The 
gentleman  from  Vermont  had  very  frankly  stated 
that  his  chief  objection  to  this  was  as  a  precedent. 
Mr.  T.  did  not  pretend  to  be  competent  to  decide 
whether  Congress  had  established  the  doctrine  of 
the  inviolability  of  precedent  or  not;  he  had  not 
himself  heard  of  such  a  decision;  but  this  he  knew, 
that  if  there  was  any  case  which  could  claim  the 
repeal  of  such  a  proviso,  both  on  grounds  of  liber- 
ality and  of  justice,  this  was  that  case. 

On  the  very  same  day  that  Congress  had  granted 
these  alternate  sections  of  land  to  Wisconsin  for 
her  canal,  the  same  body  had  granted  to  Iowa  a 
strip  of  land  in  alternate  sections,  extending  five 
miles  on  each  side  of  the  Des  Moines  river,  four 
hundred  miles  in  length,  for  a  work  lying  wholly 
within  the  limits  of  one  State,  and  therefore  in  no 
sense  national,  without  any  such  proviso.  The 
canal  for  which  the  grant  had  been  made  to  Wis- 
consin connected  two  rivers,  running  five  hundred 
miles  in  opposite  directions — rivers  a  mile  in  width 
at  their  mouths,  but  approaching  in  their  upper 
branches  so  near  to  each  other  that  in  a  freshet 
their  waters  mingled  into  one.  It  was  the  most 
wonderful,  and  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  most 
important  natural  water  communications  on  the 
North  American  continent.  At  the  point  where 
they  approached,  a  canal  a  little  over  one  mile  in 
length,  with  a  slack-water  navigation  of  forty  miles, 
enabled  the  same  vessel  to  visit  both  New  Orleans 
in  one  direction  and  Montreal  in  the  other,  and 
provided  the  means  of  transporting  all  the  lead  of 
that  most  productive  mineral  region,  to  be  trans- 
ported by  water  carriage  to  any  part  of  the  world. 
If  there  was  a  national  work  in  the  v.'orld,  it  was 
this.  Yet,  while  Congress  had  granted  alternate 
sections  in  a  strip  of  three  miles  on  each  side  the 
rivers,  and  ninety  miles  in  length,  the  same  Con- 
gress, on  the  same  day,  had  granted  to  Iowa  alter- 
natesections  in  a  strip  four  hundred  miles  in  length, 
and  extending  five  miles  from  the  river;  and  this 
for  a  State  work,  lying  wholly  within  a  single 
State,  and  not  national  in  any  sense  of  the  word  I 

Mr.  T.  went  on  to  say  that  Congress  had  never 
given  to  Wisconsin  a  cent;  and  the  land  it  had 
given  was  clogged  with  a  condition  from  which 
Iowa  was  wholly  free.  If  Wisconsin  had  enjoyed 
her  five  per  cent,  ever  since  her  population  had 
been  sufficient  for  her  becoming  a  Slate,  she  would 
liave  received  more  than  all  that  Congress  paid  for 
licr  governor,  judges,  and  the  whole  system  of 
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her  territorial  government,  roads,  harbors,  and  all. 
This  was  the  evcnhandcd  justice  which  had  been 
meted  out  to  Wisconsin  !  She  mii^ht  have  been  a 
Slate  five  years  ago,  when  lier  road  fund  alone 
\v<^uld  have  far  exceeded  all  she  had  ever  received 
at  the  hands  of  this  Government. 

Congress  had  made  a  grant  of  lands  to  construct 
a  canal  from  Milwaukie  to  Rock  river,  which  the 
Slate  did  not  want  and  never  asked  for.  The 
land  was  not  granted  to  the  State,  but  to  a  com- 
pany of  private  individuals,  wiio  were  not  ahle 
to  carry  on  the  work,  and  finally  abandoned  the 
project.  It  was  a  route  for  a  raih-oad,  and  for  a 
canal.  The  State  sold  the  land  granted  to  her, 
nnd  she  had  some  left  yet.  In  any  other  case  the 
Government  might  have  whistled  for  its  money; 
but  the  people  of  Wisconsin  had  volunteered  to 
charge  themselves  with  all  that  money,  if  Con- 
gress would  but  put  them  on  the  same  footing  with 
all  other  settlers  on  the  pulilic  land.  This  was  the 
only  instance  in  which  Wisconsin  had  ever  asked 
anything  from  tiie  Government;  yet  now  it  was  said 
that  to  grant  her  request  would  be  setting  a  dan- 
gerous precedent,  and  would  violate  a  fundamental 
principle  of  our  land  system.  Mr.  T.  said  that, 
after  looking  at  these  fii.cts,and  after  looking  at  all 
the  reports  of  her  own  engineers  on  the  subject,  as 
well  as  the  early  reports  of  the  French,  (for  there 
were  reports  two  hundred  years  old  in  favor  of  this 
communicatinn,)  and  perceiving  that  all  who  had 
ever  investigated  the  subject  were  of  but  one  opin- 
ion,— if,  after  all  this,  gentlemen  were  disposed  to 
maintain  that  it  was  not  competent  for  Congress 
to  grant  a  few  hundred  acres  from  the  public  do- 
.  main  to  aid  in  such  a  work,  and  that  to  a  State 
that  had  never  before  asked  the  Government  for 
anything,  they  might  continue  to  hug  their  vast 
domain,  and  might  continue  to  draw  from  the  State 
a  million  of  dollars  a  year,  as  they  had  done  for 
years  past. 

They  had  kept  their  hands  off  of  their  quota  of 
five  hundred  thousand  acres,  to  which  they  were 
entitled  with  the  other  new  States;  yet  by  every 
day  that  the  entrance  of  Wisconsin  iiito  the  Union 
was  delayed,  Congress  took  two  hundred  dollars 
from  her  school  fund.  Whether  the  land  they 
had  received  was  or  was  not  to  be  deducted  from 
her  five  hundred  thousand,  Mr.  T.  knew  not  and 
cared  not.  If  the  Government  was  so  mean  as  to 
open  an  account  current  with  the  State,  it  might 
have  whatever  the  footing  would  show  to  be  due, 
and  Wisconsin  would  pay  it  without  looking  at 
the  items  of  the  account. 

Mr.  T.  here  said  tiiat  he  should  move  an  amend- 
ment which  had  received  the  sanction  of  the  whole 
Committee  on  the  Territories. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  rose  to  say 
that  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  views  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont  [Mr.  Collamer]  had  been  mis- 
taken by  the  honorable  delegate.  Mr.  R.  thought 
that  in  his  renlarks  he  had  been  disposed  to  show 
great  liberality,  and  such  a  disposition  toward  the 
coming  State  as  ought  to  shield  him  from  some  of 
the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  that  gentleman. 
All  that  the  gentleman  from  A''ermont  maintained 
was,  that  if  the  alternate  sections  granted  to  Wis- 
consin should  be  reduced  to  the  minimum  price, 
and  that  reduction  should  not  be  chaiged  upon  the 
five  hundred  thousand  acres  to  which  she  was  en- 
tilled,  it  would  form  an  injurious  precedent  against 
doubling  the  price  of  reserved  sections  in  all  cases 
hereafter.  Mr.  R.  was  willing  to  give  liberally  to 
new  States,  as  he  had  proved  I  y  his  course  in  rela- 
tion to  such  lands;  but,  really,  unless  this  was  to 
be  considered  as  part  of  Wisconsin's  five  hundred 
thousanil  acres,  he  could  not  vote  for  this  provision 
in  the  bill. 

Mr.  TWEEDY  (resuming)  said  the  principle  of 
this  grant  wfis  not  new.  When  a  canal  or  railroad 
ran  through  a  portion  of  public  domain  that  was 
wholly  unsettled,  it  wa.s  the  duty  of  Congress  to 
grant  alternate  sections  of  land  in  its  vicinity,  in 
order  to  aid  in  its  construction;  becau.se  the  making 
of  the  canal  aided  the  sale  of  the  rest  of  the  land'^ 
and  then  it  was  proper  enough  to  double  the  price 
of  the  scctrons  reserved.  Hut  when  tlu;  road  or 
canal  passed  through  a  region  partially  settled,  the 
reservation  of  such  sections  operated  as  a  robbery 
on  the  settlers  already  there,  because  it  compelled 
ihcm  to  pay  double  for  the  lands  they  had  alr(;ady 
improved.  The  effect  was  to  drive  off  or  keep  olf 
every  emigrant  for  ten  miles  round  the  proposed 
course  of  the  canal.  They  were  afraid  to  make 
improvements,  for  fenr,  when  the  alternate  sections 


came  to  be  reserved,  their  houses  would  fall  within 
the  sections  reserved  by  Government,  and  so  they 
would  be  compelled  to  pay  double  as  much  as  their 
neighbors.  In  tact,  this  was  the  case  in  Wiscon- 
sin at  this  moment.  People  were  waiting  till  the 
reservations  were  fixed;  and  the  consequence  was, 
that  that  part  of  the  country  remained  unsettled. 
Every  such  restriction  operated  injuriously  to  the 
country  where  it  toolc  effect;  and  the  people  would 
continue  to  agitate  and  agitate,  at  the  expense  of 
the  contemplated  improvement  itself,  rather  than 
submit  to  so  injurious  an  arrangement.  The  plan 
worked  admirably  on  a  great  prairie,  or  in  a  coun- 
try wholly  unsettled,  but  not  in  a  coirntry  settled 
to  the  extent  Wisconsin  was.  To  the  reserves  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river  these  remarks  did  not  so 
much  apply,  because  there  the  lands  were  of  infe- 
rior quality;  but  on  the  south  side  there  were  mul- 
titudes ready  and  desirous  to  settle  who  were  now 
deterred.  Ought  a  work  so  important,  of  a  char- 
acter so  clearly  national,  and  so  easy  of  completion, 
to  be  clogged  and  retarded  by  a  restriction  of  this 
description .' 

[Mr.  T.    here   gave   notice   of  an   amendment 
which  he  intended  to  offer.] 

Mr.  T.  would  not  detain  the  committee  with 
fiu-ther  remarks.  He  would  merely  add,  that  as 
he  understood  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Smith]  had  consented  to  withdraw  his  amendment 
for  a  southern  boundary,  he  hoped  that  gentleman 
would  seize  an  early  opportunity  of  doing  so,  as 
the  hour  allotted  to  this  debate  would  soon  close. 
Mr.  McCLERNAND  would  not  intrude  upon 
the  attention  of  the  committee  but  for  the  gratuitous 
assault  made  by  the  member  from  Connecticut 
[Mr.  Rockwell]  upon  western  members,  and  par- 
ticularly the  advocates  of  the  graduation  policy; 
which  assault  was  the  more  wanton  because  it 
was  indirect  and  deliberate.  Mr.  McC,  however, 
would  first  address  himself  to  some  of  the  details 
of  the  bill,  before  he  would  proceed  to  notice  this 
assault,  which  reflected  more  upon  the  courtesy 
of  the  memberfrom  Connecticut  than  upon  the  ad- 
vocates of  a  relaxation  of  the  rigors  of  the  present 
land  system.  Mr.  McC.  would  vote  for  the  bill, 
in  such  proper  form  as  would  most  speedily  admit 
the  State  of  Wisconsin  into  the  Union,  of  which 
her  worthy  and  patriotic  people  were  anxious  to 
become  a  member.  He  would  do  this  from  a  re- 
gard for  the  expressed  wish  of  the  people  of  Wis- 
consin, and  because  he  was  not  unwilling  to  see 
the  number  of  sister  States  composing  the  great 
family  of  this  Federal  Union  increased.  Wiscon- 
sin would  make  the  thirtieth  State  of  the  Union. 

He  was  in  favor  of  the  St.  Croix  boundary,  be- 
cause that  was  the  boundary  fixed  by  the  act  of 
Congress  of  1846,  and  because  that  boundary  had 
been  adopted  by  the  peof)le  of  Wisconsin  in  their 
late  constitutional  convention.  Public  attention 
had  been  called  to  that  boundary,  and  was  prepared, 
perhaps,  to  leceive  it.  The  faith  of  Congress  was 
also  pledged,  in  some  measure,  if  not  «*3SoluteIy, 
in  favor  of  that  boundary,  in  consequence  of  what 
had  been  stated,  and  for  that  reason,  no  other  or 
different  boundary  ought  to  be  prescribed  by  Con- 
gress. He  should  therefore  vote  against  what  was 
called  the  Rum  river,  or  extreme  western  boundary, 
which  had  been  recommended,  alternatively,  by 
the  people  of  Wisconsin;  also  against  the  bounil- 
ary  [proposed  by  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Smith,]  which 
was  not  perha])S  a  natural,  but  an  arbitiary  bound- 
ary. 

In  regard  to  the  lands  lieretofore  granted  to  the 
Territory  or  State  of  Wisconsin,  for  purposes  of 
internal  im]irovement,  and  v.'hich  were  recognized 
and  regulated  by  the  constitution  of  Wisconsin,  it 
was  of  little  or, no  consequence  whether  provision 
was  made  in  the  bill  for  the  deduction  of  the  quan- 
tity from  the  grant  of  five  hundred  thousand  acres, 
to  which  the  Stale  would  be  entitled  under  the  act 
of  September  4,  1841,  or  not;  for  that  act,  by  a  gen- 
eral regulation,  exfiressiy  required  that  all  such 
special  grants  should  be  tieducled  from  the  general 
grant  of  five  hundred  thousand  acres  to  each  of  the 
new  States. 

Upon  the  subject  of  graduation,  he  denied  the 
charge  of  the  member  from  Connecticut  [Mr. 
Rockwell]  that  it  was  a  "  gross  and  outrageous" 
measure;  such  a  denunciation  could  only  proceed 
from  a  gross  misconception  of  the  merits  of  the 
measure.  Mr.  McC.  was  for  graduation,  for  many 
reasons;  among  others,  because  it  was  consonant 
in  its  princl))les  and  elfects  to  the  spirit  and  genius 
of  our  constitution  of  Government. 


The  Constitution  certainly  contemplated  that  all 
the  Slates,  the  new  as  well  as  the  old,  should  stand 
upon  the  same  footingof  constitutional  sovereignty 
and  independence.  No  one  would  deny  this  as  an 
abstract  proposition.  Well,  could  it  be  true  that 
the  new  States  held  such  a  footing,  when  they  were 
subject, to  an  anomalous  and  degrading  ji^irisdiction 
unknown  to  the  old  Slate.'!.'  When  tliis  Govern- 
ment might  claim  to  invade  the  new  States  with  A 
peculiar  and  arbitrary  jurisdiction,  to  punish  by 
fine  and  imprisonment  any  citizen  of  the  new  States, 
as  a  trespasser,  who  mio|u  tread,  orcut  a  twiu:,  upon 
the  public  domain — when  this  Government  might, 
in  virtue  of  iis  pretensions,  send  a  military  force 
into  the  new  States  to  exclude  or  drive  the  settlers 
from  the  public  lands, — could  such  be  a  footing  of 
equality  in  regard  to  the  new  States,  when  such 
arbitrary  pretensions  were  disavowed  in  relation 
to  the  old  States?  Certainly  not.  The  Constitu- 
tion, therefore,  demanded  that  such  a  policy  should 
be  adopted  in  relation  to  the  public  lands  as  would 
most  speedily  release  the  new  States  fr^om  their 
vassalage  to  the  Federal  Government,  and  admit 
them,  in  fact,  to  constitutional  equality. 

Not  only  the  Constitution  demanded  this  policy, 
but  also  considerations  of  public  policy.  Agricul- 
ture was  the  gi-eat  and  primary  interest  of  the 
country.  It  was  essentially  fi  republican  interest. 
In  proportion,  therefore,  as  we  developed  and  im- 
proved this  interest,  so  we  would  augment  na- 
tional and  individual  wealth,  and  strengthen  the 
republican  props  of  the  Government.  By  reducing 
the  price  of  public  lands,  the  circle  of  competition 
for  their  purchase  would  be  extended,  the  lands 
thus  brought  within  the  reach  of  the  poor  as  well 
as  the  rich,  monopolies  prevented,  the  number 
of  freeholder.?  increased,  and  the  public  revenues 
imi>roved. 

The  old  States  graduated  the  price  of  their  lands 
according  to  their  qualities.  Maine  sold  hers  for 
some  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  payable,  perhaps, 
in  work  upon  the  high  roads;  Pennsylvania  for  a 
still  smaller  price;  so  also  Kentucky,  Georgia,  and 
other  States;  and  the  policy  thus  adopted  by  States 
for  local  benefit  should  be  :ulopted  by  this  Govern- 
ment for  the  benefit  of  the  whole. 

Graduation  had  been  tried  and  worked  well — it 
was  tried  in  Georgia,  also  in  Tennessee,  in  regard 
to  the  lands  of  this  Government:  and  why  should 
not  the  benefits  of  a  policy  approved  by  the  States 
be  adopted  by  this  Government?  Lands,  like  all 
other  property,  were  of  unequal  value — some  worth 
more,  others  less,  of  course;  therefore  policy,  jus- 
tice, common  honesty,  required  that  they  should 
be  rated  and  sold  according  to  theij:  diflerent  val- 
ues. And  this  was  the  whole  extent  of  gradua- 
tion. 

The  public  lands  have  cost  the  Government  an 
average  of  twenty-three  cents  per  acre,  including 
the  whole  expense  of  purchasing,  surveying,  and 
selling  them.  Is  it  just,  is  it  fair,  therefore,  that 
these  lands  should  be  held  by  the  Government  for 
an  indefinite  period  for  sale  at  ■^l  25  per  acre  ?  This 
would  be  avarice,  which  would  be  questionable  in 
an  individual,  much  more  so  in  a  Government  pro- 
fessing to  be  popular  and  free. 

But  was  it  not  strange — even  affrontive — that  the 
member  from  Connecticut  should  object  to  gradua- 
tion, when  he  and  his  party  advocate  ihat  wasteful ' 
and  agrarian  measureoi"  distribution?"  And  what 
was  distribution?  It  pi'oposod  to  tax  the  people  of 
the  new  States  unequally,  as  consumers,  to  buy, 
more  and  more  lands,  to  be  sold  cliiedv  to  them- 
selves, at  an  advanced  iirice,  in  order  that  the  pro- 
ceeds of  such  sales  might  be  disti-ibuted  amon":  all 
the  States.  It  proposed  to  divert  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  from  the  treasury  to 
the  Stales;  it  proposed,  in  effect,  to  squander  the 
land  revenue  for  parly  purposes.  Was  not  such 
a  policy  most  obnoxious  and  dangerous? 

The  member  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Collamer] 
had  undertaken,  the  other  day,  to  censure  what 
he  considered  the  faithlessness  of  granting  boun- 
ties of  land  to  soldiers  for  services  in  past  wars, 
inasmuch  as  the  "sales  of  the  pul)Iic  .lands,"  not 
the  lands,  had  been  pledged  for  the  payment  of  a 
public  debt.  The  member  should  remember  that 
he  voted  against  the  repeal  of  the  distribution  act, 
which  diverted  the  land  fund  from  the  payment  of 
a  large  public  debt,  created  by  a  Whig  adminis- 
tration, for  the  payment  of  which  the  fund  had 
been  pledged.  The  member  from  Vermont  should 
have  consulted  his  record  before  he  adventured 
upon  the  task  of  a  lecture  on  public  morality. 
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Mr.  FICKLIN  rend  the  following  amendment, 
wliioh  he  proposed  to  introduci?,  but  which,  being 
ruled  out  of  order,  he  did  notofTer: 

'<  Insprt  aCtiir  tlie  word  '  States,'  at  the  piid  of  tlic  pream- 
ble, in  licii  of  till!  liist,  second,  and  third  sections  : 

"  Wiioiens,  1))'  the  compact  entered  into  by  the  Govcrn- 
ment  of  the  United  States  when  the  cession  of  the  territory 
northwest  of  the  Ohio  river  was  made,  provic-ion  is  iTiade 
that  States  formed  out  of  said  territory  '  shall  be  distincfre- 
publican  States,  and  admitted  members  of  the  Federal  Union, 
having  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  inde- 
pendence as  the  other  States  ;'  and  whereas  the  possession 
of  lands  within  the  new  State  by  the  Federal  Government, 
other  than  for  the  purposes  mentioned  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  deprives  those  States  of  the  power  of  tax- 
ing a  large  part  of  the  property  within  their  limits,  and  also 
.  of  making  donations  to  actual  settlers,  and  therefore  deprives 
them  of  some  of  the  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  in- 
dependence possessed  by  the  other  States  :  Therefore, 

"  Be  it  cniidcil,  ii-c,  That  all  the  public  lands  within  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  be,  and  thesameare  hereby,  relinquished 
to  the  State  aforesaid  for  the  following  purposes  : 

"  1st.  That  the  Stale  authorities  secure  to  each  actual  set- 
tler, being  the  head  of  a  family,  who  shall  occupy  the  same 
for  a  term  of  years,  not  less  than  eighty  nor  more  than  one 
hundred  and  si.vty  acres  of  land,  proportioned  to  the  number 
in  family. 

"ad.  That  ample  provision  be  made  from  the  proceeds 
of  tlie  public  lands  to  educate,  by  a  system  of  common 
schools,  each  child  within  the  limits  of  the  State  aforesaid, 
who  may  not  otherwise  be  provided  with  the  means  of  do- 
ing so." 

Mr.  SMITH",  of  Illinois,  read  a  modification  of 
his  amendment,  wl)ich  is  inserted  in  a  subsequent 
colniTin. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  went  into  a  short 
speech  in  strenuous  opposition  to  asouthern  bound- 
ary, as  calculated  to  throw  b^ck  the  admission  of 
the  new  State.  She  had  now  a  right  to  come  in; 
she  was,  according  to  law,  a  State  of  this  Union; 
or,  if  anything  was  wanting  to  make  her  so,  it  was 
only  the  President's  proclaination.  The  design  of 
the  amendment  was  to  fasten  on  her  a  system  of 
territorial  vas.salage,  with  all  the  machinery  of  ter- 
ritorial government,  tor  twenty  years  to  come. 
Mr.  J.  was  against  it.  He  thought  it  wi-ong  in 
principle  for  the  General  Government  to  pay  the 
expenses  ofa  government  fora  territory;  he  thought 
the  people  of  the  Territory  should  be  allowed  to 
~tax  themselves  for  the  support  of  their  own  gov- 
ernment. He  was  opposed  to  this  amendment, 
but  whenever  a  bill  should  be  brought  in  giving  to 
every  free  white  male  citizen  in  the  United  States 
a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  on 
condition  of  five  years'  inhabitation  and  cultiva- 
tion, it  should  have  his  cordial  support.  He  be- 
lieved this  would  be  the  very  best  disposition  that 
cOLild  be  made  of  the  public  domain. 

The  time  allotted  to  debate  having  expired — 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  availed  himself  of  the 
privilege  allowed  by  the  rule  to  the  gentleman  re- 
porting a  bill  from  a  committee,  and  addressed  the 
committee.  The  gentleman  frotn  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Smith,]  he  said,  had  determined  to  modify  his 
amendment,  so  as  to  authorize  the  State  of  Wiscon- 
sin, with  the  assent  of  Congress  and  the  Territo- 
ries of  the  northwest,  to  change  the  boundary. 
So  far  as  lie  was  concerned,  he  had  no  objection  to 
that  proposition.  If  a  change  was  hereafter  made, 
with  the  assent  of  the  United  States,  the  people  of 
Wisconsin,  and  the  territory  beyond,  all  interested 
would  be  consulted,  and  no  injury  could  result. 
He  could  not,  however,  consent  to  the  adoption  of 
the  change  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Wis- 
consin. That  subject  had  been  under  the  minute 
examination  of  the  Committee  on  the  Territories, 
and  he  believed  it  was  the  unanimous  recommend- 
ation of  that  committee  that  the  line  heretofore 
sanctioned  by  Congress,  and  now  by  the  conven- 
tion of  Wisconsin,  should  be  ratified  by  Congress, 
and,  under  all  the  circumstances,  was  the  best  line 
to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  TVVEEDY  was  understood  to  say  that  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Territories  was  a 
majority  report— the  minority  had  not  submitted  a 
report. 

Mr.  SMITH  replied,  that  unless  he  was  mista- 
ken, the  commiuee  were  united  in  recommending 
the  St.  Croix  boundary  in  preference  to  that  of  the 
Ruin  river.  He  could  see  no  reason  for  the  change. 
The  St.  Croix  was  a  navigable  stream  for  boats°of 
large  tonnage,  and  he  believed  a  stream  of  that 
character  presented  a  better  boundary  tiian  any 
imaginary  line.  It  avoided  conflicts  of  jurisdic- 
tion; it  gave  to  the  bordering  States  the  joint  use 
of  the  stream — as  in  the  case  of  the  Ohio  forming 
a  boundary  line  for  Ohio,  Virginia,  Indiana,  Ken- 
tucky, atid  Illinois,  all  of  which  States  were  equal- 
ly benefited. 

Another  reason  why  they  should  circumscribe 


the  limits  of  the  State  as  much  as  they  could  was, 
that  if  they  run  the  line  up  to  Rum  river,  they  left 
not  territory  enough  to  form  a  new  State.  West 
of  the  vSt.  Croix  was  territory,  out  of  which,  in  a 
few  years,  would  be  formed  a  new  State.  Instead 
of  still  further  circumscribing  the  territory,  by  run- 
ning the  line  thirty  or  forty  miles  further  west,  if 
any  objection  was  to  be  made  to  the  line  of  the  St. 
Croix,  it  was,  that  with  it  the  limits  would  be  too 
much  extended;  and  if  they  were  to  vary  from  this 
line,  he  should  rather  go  for  a  more  southern  line. 
He  had  only  given  his  sanction  to  the  line  that 
had  already  been  sanctioned  by  Congress  and  by 
the  Territory;  and  by  agreeing  to  that  line,  they 
closed  the  subject  without  further  legislation.  If 
they  adopted  this  line,  immediately  on  the  passage 
of  the  act  Wisconsin  became  a  State  of  the  Union. 
On  last  Monday  she  elected  her  representatives, 
and  in  the  cour.se  of  two  weeks  two  representa- 
tives of  that  State  might  be  here  to  take  their  seats 
on  this  floor.  He  was  unwilling  to  adopt  any 
course  to  prevent  thei.r  taking  their  seats;  to  post- 
pone their  coming  into  the  Union  a  year  or  eigh- 
teen months  longer. 

A  word  in  regard  to  this  second  section.  Gen- 
tlemen had  spoken  of  it  as  though  this  bill  pro- 
posed to  make  extensive  donations  of  land  to 
Wisconsin;  nothing  of  this  kind  was  proposed  by 
Wisconsin,  and  he  was  surprised  when  he  read  their 
constitution  and  their  convention  to  find,  that  in- 
stead of  making  these  clamorous  demands  of  which 
they  heard  so  much  as  coming  from  the  new  States, 
they  did  not  ask  the  General  Government  to  give 
them  one  acre  of  land.  This  bill  gave  them  not 
one  acre;  it  only  proposed  to  change  the  direction 
of  previous  grants  heretofore  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  [Mr.  Collamer]  had  said  that  this 
resolution  called  for  nothing  to  which  he  would 
oliject.  I-Ie  (Mr.  S.)  was  certain  that  if  the  gen- 
tleman would  not  object  no  other  gentleman  would; 
for  he  was  very  certain  there  was  no  man  in  this 
House  who  looked  upon  the  demands  of  the  new 
States  with  a  more  jealous  eye  than  that  gentle- 
man; and  if  he  could  find  nothing  objectionable  in 
the  resolution,  he  presumed  no  other  gentleman 
would. 

A  few  words  with  regard  to  a  thing  to  which  the 
gentleman  did  object.  He  was  unwilling  to  recog- 
nize theprinciple  thatgrants  of  landshould  be  made 
to  the  new  States  for  the  purpose  of  any  improve- 
ments on  a  different  principle  from  that  of  the  do- 
nations to  the  old  States. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  interposing,  said  this  was 
not  the  case.  He  did  not  know  what  the  gentle- 
man meant  by  the  jealousy,  suspicion  with  which 
he  (Mr.  C.)  looked  on  the  new  States;  if  the  gen- 
tleman would  examine  the  history  of  his  (Mr. 
C.'s)  course  and  votes  here,  he  thought  he  would 
find  that  no  such  charge  could  be  made  against 
him.  He  had  entertained,  and  did  entertain,  favor 
for  the  policy  of  making  grants  of  land  on  the  al- 
ternate section  principle,  raising  the  prices  of  the 
sections  to  be  reserved.  This  cotild  not  be  done 
in  the  old  States,  of  course,  yet  he  was  in  favor  of 
the  policy,  and  because  he  believed  that  the  prop- 
osition of  this  section  was  inconsistent  with  such 
policy,  he  w.ts  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  SMITH  confessed  he  was  unable  to  recog- 
nize any  great  degree  of  liberality  in  that  proposi- 
tion— in  getting  the  new  State  to  increase  the  value 
of  one-half  of  certain  sections  of  the  public  domain 
to  the  value  of  the  whole,  and  to  give  to  them  one- 
half.  The  General  Government  gave  nothing;  it 
prevailed  upon  the  citizens  of  the  new  State  to 
enter  one-half  at  the  value  of  the  whole.  Such  was 
the  liberality  of  the  General  Government  in  bene- 
fiting the  States.  He  believed  the  call  on  the 
liberality  of  this  Government  was  much  stronger 
than  would  be  asserted  by  this  principle.  The 
public  domain  was  held  by  the  General  Govern- 
ment in  trust,  not  for  the  old  States  or  the  new 
States,  but  for  all  the  States  collectively.  How 
should  that  trust  be  exercised  ?  Upon  the  nig- 
gardly principle  that  not  one  acre  should  ever  be 
parted  with  until  we  could  see  the  rash  coming 
back  into  the  treasury?  Was  this  Government 
not  to  be  benefited  by  other  means  than  the  receipt 
of  revenue  into  the  treasury?  There  were  other 
and  higher  reasons  that  should  govern  in  the 
administration  of  the  public  lands;  the  great  and 
paramount  intei-est  was  the  improvement  and  set- 
tlement of  tho  country.     He  asked  the  gentleman  I 


from  Vermont  if  every  acre  of  land  cultivated  in 
the  new  States  was  not  a  benefit  to  Vermont? 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  It  is  not  of  as  much  benefit 
as  it  would  be  if  they  cultivated  it  in  Vermont. 

Mr.  SMITH.  From  what  I  have  heard  of 
Vermont,  I  am  afraid  there  would  be  a  poor  pros- 
pect of  our  people  becoming  rich  by  cultivating 
land  there. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  (in  his  scat.)  We  are  a 
poor  people. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Not  apoorpeople,  but  your  land 
is  poor  compared  with  outs. 

There  were  other  reasons,  he  continued,  to  sus- 
tain the  policy  of  liberal  grant,?  of  the  public  lands 
by  the  General  Government  to  the  new  States.  In 
the  old  States  they  had  roads  and  canals — channels 
for  their  produce  which  yielded  a  ready  return; 
but  in  the  new  States  there  were  farmers  who  had 
to  wade  through  swamps  in  dragging  their  pro- 
duce to  points  where  they  received  but  a  poor  re- 
turn; that  were  situated  in  the  interior,  remote 
from  market,  without  channels  of  communication; 
and  without  some  assistance  from  the  General 
Government  they  must  remain  destitute  of  iin- 
provements  of  this  kind.  Then  it  was  a  matter  of 
interest,  of  policy,  for  the  General  Government  to 
aid  them;  every  improvement  was  adding  to  the 
general  wealth  of  the  country,  and  precisely  in  the 
ratio  that  the  States  increased  in  wealth  and  pop- 
ulation, would  increase  the  revenues  and  resources 
of  the  General  Government.  By  extending  settle- 
ments there,  they  extended  the  area  of  consump- 
tion for  the  manufactures  of  the  East — Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut,  Vermont.  All  the  manufac- 
turing States  now  found  their  most  profitable 
market  in  the  new  States.  Where  could  they  col- 
lect tlieir  revenues,  their  wealth,  from  their  naanu- 
factured  articles,  if  they  did  not  find  them  in  the 
markets  opened  in  the  new  States  west  of  the  Al- 
leghany mountains  ?  The  benefits  were  mutual: 
by  extending  tlie  benefits  of  these  improvements 
to  the  western  country,  the  old  States,  interested 
in  manufactures,  increased  their  revenue  and  re- 
sources; they  had  a  direct  interest  in  afibrding 
these  facilities  to  the  western  people,  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  increase  their  settlement  and  bring 
them  on  something  like  an  equality  with  the  older 
States. 

These  improvements  which  were  made  by  the 
General  Government,  or  by  the  citizens  of  the  new 
States  from  the  means  extended  to  them  by  tho 
giants  of  portions  of  the  public  domain,  were  the 
subject  of  just  and  proper  appeals  to  the  liberality 
of  the  old  States,  for  other  reasons.  Where  did  our 
three  millions  of  dollars  a  year  sales  of  the  public 
lands  come  fi-om?  From  the  old  States?  How 
much  did  Vermont,  how  much  Massachusetts  con- 
.tribute  towards  it? 

Mr.  COLLAMER  said  a  very  large  part  of  the 
money  paid  in  the  new  States  for  the  public  lands 
was  paid  by  the  people  who  had  migrated  there 
from  the  old  States  and  settled. 

Mr.  SMITFI  replied  that  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  was  laboring  under  a  very  great  mistake. 
More  than  Uiree-fourths  of  the  entire  receipts  from 
the  public  lands  were  paid  by  the  bona  fide  settlers 
who  had  been  there  for  years,  and  not  by  immi- 
grants into  the  new  States;  by  the  men  who  had 
worn  out  their  constitutions  and  injured  their 
health  in  tilling  these  lands  for  the  purchase  of 
homes  for  their  children.  Every  individual  fami- 
liar with  the  people,  their  institutions,  and  habits, 
knew  those  who  were  immigrants  into  the  new  ter- 
ritories constituted  but  a  very  small  portion  of  those 
who  purchased  the  lands.  And  another  fact  was, 
that  a  very  large  proportion  of  those  who  went 
there  took  with  them  no  money  to  buy  lands,  but 
were  men  dependant  on  their  own  industry,  their 
toil  after  they  get  there,  to  raise  the  money  to  buy 
the  lands.  It  was  not  every  man  who  went  out 
there  with  a  wagon-load  of  money.  [A  voice: 
Many  with  a  wagon-load  of  children.]  Ves,  with 
a  wagon  load  of  children,  it  was  true,  and  they  had 
to  toil  there  to  raise  the  means  to  support  them, 
and  buy  land  for  them.  And  where  was  the  mo- 
ney expended?  In  the  West?  For  light-houses, 
buoys,  &c.,  there?  No;  the  money  drawn  from 
the  people  of  the  new  States  upon  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands  was  brought  here  and  expended  on 
the  Atlantic  seaboard, -and  the  people  of  the  old 
States  received  the  benefit  of  it— of  three-fourths  of 
it.  They  had  no  navies  in  the  West  to  absorb  the 
public  revenue,  no  light-houses,  no  buoys,  beacons, 
breakwaters — only  a   few   neglected,   abandoned 
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Imrbors  on  the  lake  shore,  and  they  were  unable  to 
wrintj  from  the  colfers  ot'  tlie  Government  anything 
to  improve  them.  The  fact  was  notorious,  that 
tliree-hnirtlis  ot'  the  money  drawn  tVom  the  western 
country  on  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  was  ex- 
pended in  the  old  States  in  these  improvements,  in 
which  the  new  States  had  no  interest  but  an  indi- 
rect and  general  one.  Did  this  afford  no  reason 
why  the  old  Stales  should  exercise  some  liberality 
towards  the  new  States.'  He  thought  it  did — a  very 
strong  one;  and  he  wondered  that  any  objection^ 
should  be  made  to  the  extremely  reasonable  re- 
quest of  Wisconsin.  She  did  not  ask  one  acre  of 
land,  that  the  General  Government  should  give  her 
one  foot  of  soil,  but  that  this  land,  which  had  been 
reserved,  should  be  sold  at  the  same  price  as  other 
lands.  The  gentleman  from  Vermont  had  objected 
that  it  would  be  setting  a  bad  precedent.  A  bad 
precedent?  Had  the  gentleman  tVoin  Vermont 
(bund  no  such  precedents  before.'  He  could  refer 
the  gentleman  to  several  which  had  taken  place 
since  he  [Mr.  Coll.\mer]  had  had  a  seat  on  this 
floor,  for  lie  believed  the  gentleman  and  himself 
first  took  their  seats  in  this  Hall  at  the  same  time. 
A  gratit  had  been  made  to  Indiana  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal.  Did 
the  Geaeral  Government  increase  tlie  price  of  the 
reserved  lands  in  that  case.' 

Mr.  COLLAMER  explained  that  there  had 
been  instances  he  knew  in  which  lands  had  been 
granted  to  the  States — as  to  Iowa  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Des  Moines  river,  and  there  had  been 
some  others;  Ijut  generally  speaking,  these  grants 
had  been  made  by  elevating  ihereserved  seciions. 
In  Indiana  this  was  the  case  with  some,  and  with 
others  it  was  not.  Now,  after  having  elevated 
them  and  having  made  the  grant,  it  was  asked  that 
the  prices  should  be  reduced.  His  objection  was, 
tliat  it  would  be  esiablishing  a  precedent  which 
would  injure  the  tiew  Stales;  that  they  would  not 
get  their  lands  any  more.  He  wanted  them  to  get 
them. 

Mr.  SMITH  replied,  that  so  far  as  he  knew 
anythijig  of  the  feelings  or  wishes  of  the  new 
States,  he  was  sure  they  were  not  anxious  to  ob- 
tain grants  on  those  terins 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  (in  his  seat.)  They  ask 
many  more. 

Mr.  SMITH,  (continuing  the  sentence,)  and  if 
they  could  not  obtain  them  on  other  terms,  they 
did  not  want  them.  He  was  advised  that  if  Con- 
gress continued  to  hold  up  these  reserved  lands 
at  ^2  50,  Wisconsin  would  abandon  her  public 
works;  she  would  be  driven  to  it  by  the  force  of 
public  o[iinion  there. 

But  he  ariiacd  that  even  if  the  weight  of  the  pre- 
cedents was  the  other  way,  they  should  not  be  fol- 
lowed if  they  were  bad  in  themselves.  It  was  not 
right  in  Congress  to  hold  these  reserved  lands  in 
Wisconsin  at  two  dollars  and  a  half  per  acre.  In 
1846  Congress  passed  a  bill  by  which  it  gave  to 
Iowa  half  of  the  land  within  five  miles  of  the  Des 
Moines  river  for  the  purpose  of  improving  that 
river;  and  the  reserved  lands  were  allowed  to  be 
sold  at  one  dollar  and  a  quarter  per  acre.  On  the 
Same  day  she  passed  a  bill  granting  to  Wisconsin 
half  of  the  land  within  tliree  miles  of  the  Fox  and 
Wisconsin  rivers,  which  were  not  half  as  long. 
Iowa,  then,  by  this  bill  got  four  times  as  much  as 
Wisconsin,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  work  by 
no  means  as  valuable  as  that  in  Wisconsin,  either 
to  the  country  locally  interested  or  to  the  general 
interests  of  the  Union.  He  asked,  then,  wliy 
should  Congress  demand  that  Wisconsin  should 
have  these  lands  withheld  from  settlement  until 
they  would  bring  two  dollars  and-  a  hidf,  while 
they  sold  those  in  Iowa  at  one  dollar  and  a  quarter.' 
How  could  this  invidious  distinction  be  made  in 
favor  of  oni!  State  and  against  another.' 

Mr.  DUli^R  was  understood  to  inquire,  whether, 
in  case  the  price  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  an 
acre  retarded  th«  .settlement  of  the  Govennnent 
lands,  it  would  not  be  advantageous  to  tlie  State 
by  enablinsj  her  to  sell  her  share.' 

Mr.  TVVEI'>r>Y  was  understood  to  say,  you 
could  not  get  settlers  to  go  on  these  lands;  they 
would  give  up  their  land.s  before  they  would  sub- 
mit to  pay  such  a  price;  they  coidd  not  be  made 
to  believe  that  they  had  not  the  inalienable  right 
to  them. 

Mr.  S.MITII  would  give  the  general  an.swcr  to 
the  gentleman  fiom  iVew  York,  that  no  State  could 
ever  Ije  benefited  l)y  a  policy  which  drove  settlers 
out  of  it;  and  ihia  price  placed  iq)on  the  lands  in 


Wisconsin  would  inevitably  have  that  eflcct.  The 
lands  were  not  worth  it,  and  the  Government 
could  never  receive  the  price  they  demanded  until 
necessity  extorted  it  from  the  settler.  The  lands 
were  no  belter  than  those  in  Iowa.  Would  not 
the  General  Government  derive  some  benefit  from 
the  improvements  beside  this  miserable  increase  on 
the  price  of  the  lands.'  Was  not  the  opening  of  a 
water  communication  from  Green  Bay  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi, by  which  a  direct  water  course  was  open- 
ed between  New  Orleans  and  the  lakes,  of  benefit 
to  all  the  Stales  of  the  Union.'  And  would  not  the 
vast  commerce  which  would  be  carried  through 
that  channel  add  to  the  revenues  of  the  Govern- 
ment? He  thought  It  was  consideration  enough. 
In  the  case  of  the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  Con- 
gress with  liberality  granted  the  aliernale  seciions 
to  Indiana,  and  sold  the  balance  not  at  ^2  50,  but 
they  were  selling  now  at  ^l  25;  and  the  benefit 
was  that  those  lands  which  before  found  no  pur- 
chasers were  sought  for  with  avidity;  that  thou- 
sands of  dollars  had  come  into  the  treasury  for 
lands  which  until  this  had  remained  unsold,  and 
which  would  otherwise  have  remained  so  for  years. 

But,  again,  before  that  time,  lands  had  remained 
unsold  for  forty  years.  The  Government  did  not 
exact  terms  of  this  kind  from  Illinois  when  the 
Michigan  and  Illinois  canal  was  projected,  the 
completion  of  which  has  recently  taken  place,  con- 
necting the  lake  with  the  river,  and  aftbrdmg  im- 
portant facilities  to  the  commerce  of  the  West. 
The  Government,  with  becotning  liberality,  grant- 
ed land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  that  work,  and 
it  did  not  say  that  the  rest  should  not  be  sold  for 
less  than  J52  50.  I'he  Government  was  willing  to 
trust  to  the  work  itself  for  a  return  for  its  liberal- 
ity in  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  tlie  people 
of  this  country.  Why,  then,  should  they  insist 
upon  these  terms  with  Wisconsin?  Was  she  en- 
titled to  less  consideration  than  her  older  sister 
States?  Was  she  to  be  treated  with  a  step-mother's 
kindness?  Vv'^as  she  to  come  into  this  Union 
on  terms  more  onerous  than  were  exacted  from 
Iowa?  He  believed  there  was  too  much  magna- 
nimity, loo  much  liberality  an  the  representatives 
of  this  Union  to  require  Wisconsin  to  submit  to 
conditions  of  ihis  kind.  All  the  provisions  of  this 
bill  regarding  this  matter  were  liberal.  They  ex- 
hibited no  exacting  spirit;  and  Wisconsin  asked 
no  favor  that  had  not  before  been  extended  to  oth- 
ers. She  asked  that  the  public  domain  within  her 
limits  should  be  ofiered  at  the  same  price  as  was 
fixed  on  lands  in  other  States.  He  would  not  de- 
tain the  committee  longer. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  then  modified  his 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Indiana,  (both  of  which  are  published  aliove,)  by 
substituting  the  following: 

Prjvidcd,  Tliat  Hit  peoiile  or  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Wi.-coM:!iii,  (in  liiu  uiaiiiier  pioviileii  in  ilie  coll^titlltlurl  lor 
aiiiencliiii;  the  saiin^,)  and  llio  new  Territ')ry  to  b.;  created  out 
of  tlie  renuiiiiiri;;  territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  any  other  tliat 
may  he  included  in  the  same,  shall  have  the  power,  liy  niu- 
lual  a(;reem(Mit,  at  any  tinn;  within  ten  years,  to  chaiim;  or 
tix  the  lionndary  h.;tvveen  them,  so  ais  to  inelude  within  the 
new  Terriloi>  the  \  alley  of  the  St.  Croix  river,  or  sucii  line 
soulh  ol  the  ^^t.  Croix  river  as  they  may  agree  u|ion. 

He  availed  himself  of  the  few  minutes  allowed 
by  the  rules  to  explain  the  purport  of  his  amend- 
ment. Fle  had  submitted  an  amendment  to  fix  a 
line,  and  there  were  other  projects  prescribing  di- 
viding lines;  but  he  had  become  sensible  that  they 
could  not  pass,  and  therefore  he  had  modified  his 
amendment,  to  be  added  to  the  amendment  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Territories, 
[Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,]  so  as  to  put  it  in  ihe 
power  of  the  Stale  of  Wisconsin  and  the  new  Ter- 
ritory to  be  hereafter  created,  to  agree  on  a  more 
equitable  dividing  line  between  ihcm.  He  believed 
his  proposition  was  just,  and  he  warned  gentlemen 
not  to  prescribe  a  line  which  would  not  be  conso- 
nant with  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  the  Territory. 
It  would  be  belter  to  bring  in  the  whole  territory 
as  it  now  is. 

The  amendment  which  he  now  submitted  met 
the  approbation  of  the  Delegate  from  Wisconsin, 
and  also  the  views  of  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Territories.  With  their  a[)proval  he 
yircsenled  it;  and  he  hoped  this  commiltce  would 
nol  refuse  to  the  people  left  north  of  the  line  of  the 
St.  Croix  the  poor  privilege,  at  some  future  time, 
to  fix  a  line  more  just  and  more  in  conf(n-niity  with 
the  true  policy  of  Congress.  He  held  it  to  be  un- 
just to  make  a  dividing  line  here  v/hich  would  com- 
pel ])ersons  in  the  new  State  to  travel  four  hundred 


or  five  hundred  miles  to  the  capital.  Congress 
should  not  conijiel  people  to  be  embraced  in  the 
State  of  Wisc(;nsin  who  had  no  interests  or  feel- 
ings in  common  with  many  of  its  inhabitants.  He 
presumed  there  would  be  no  material  objection  to 
his  amendment,  as  modified. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  TWEEDY  then  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  with," 
and  inserting  the  following: 

"The  ohanye  ol'boundaiy  proposed  in  the  sc-cniul  article 
of  said  constitution,  to  wit:  leaving  the  b  undary  line  p;e- 
sciihcdin  the  act  ol  (Jougicss  entitled  'An  act  to  enable  the 
people  ot  Wisconsin  'I'erritory  to  lurin  a  coiistctulion  and 
State  Government,  and  lor  t!ie  adlni^sic)n  of  sui-li  State  iiuo 
the  (J  II  ion, 'at  the  lb.  It  of  the  rapids  of  lit.  Louis  river;  liieiiee, 
in  a  (liiect  line  hearin;,'  southwesterly,  to  the  moutJi  of  Isko- 
dewaba  or  Rum  river,  where  the  same  emjiiiesinio  the  Mis- 
sissippi river ;  tjience  down  the  main  channel  of  the  said 
iMississippi  river,  as  prescribed  in  the  said  act.-' 

Mr.  T.  would  simply  stale  that  this  amendment 
was  offered  as  a  substitute  for  that  offered  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Territories,  and  its 
object  was  to  fi.x  the  Rum  river  line  as  the  boundary 
instead  of  the  St.  Croix.  It  had  been  recommend- 
ed by  the  convention  of  Wisconsin,  after  mature  dis- 
cussion; and,  therefore,  he  was  bound  to  advocate 
it.  The  reason  why  they  preferied  this  line  was  not 
because  they  desired  the  additional  territory,  but 
because  they  believed  it  would  be  more  convenient 
and  more  judicious  to  bring  those  living  in  the  St. 
Croix  valley  all  within  the  State.  Another  reason 
was  because  of  certain  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  steamboat  navigation,  which  he  explained  in 
detail. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected, 
and  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Smith]  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  second  section  was  next  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  2.  ^nd  he  it  further  ciiactcd,  That  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress is  hereby  uiven  to  llie  first,  second,  fourth,  and  j:j'ili 
resolutions  adopied  by  said  conv<:ini.)n  and  ap;iei;d';d  10 
said  constitution,  and  ihe  acts  of  Congre.-s,  referred  lo  in  the 
said  resolutions,  are  hereby  amended,  so  that  ttie  lands  yrant- 
e<l  by  the  provi^iolls  of  the  several  acts  referred  to  in  the 
said  first  and  fourth  resolutions,  and  the  (iroceeds  Oi'  said 
lands  Hiid  the  ti\e  per  centum  of  the  net  proceeds  of  ihe  pub- 
lie  lands  therein  nnntioned,  shall  be  hbldand  di-po.-ed  of  by 
said  State,  in  tlie  manner  and  for  the  purposes  reeoniinend- 
ed  by  said  convention  ;  and  so  that,  also,  the  lands  reserved 
to  the  United  States  by  the  piovisions  of  the  act  enliiled 
"  An  act  to  grant  a  quantity  of  land  to  aid  in  the  improvenieiit 
of  Ihe  Fox  and  Wisoonsin  rivers,  and  to  connect  the  same 
by  a  canal  in  tlieTerritory  of  Wisconsin  ;"  and  also,  the 
even-numbered  sections  reserved  by  the  provisions  of  the 
act  entiilid  "  An  act  to  grant  a  quantity  of  land  to  the  Terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin,  for  the  pur|iose  01  aiding  in  opening  a 
canal  to  conntct  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  with  those  of 
Hock  river,"  shall  be  olierc  d  for  sale  at  the  same  niiiiimuin 
price  and  subject  to  the  same  lights  of  preemption,  as  other 
public  lauds  01  the  United  t^tates:  Proaidtd,  hjuevcr.  That 
no  person  shall  be  iiitiUed  to  a  prcemiHion  by  rea.on  01  the 
settlement  and  cultivation  of  any  quarter  section  or  other 
sniidivi.-ion  of  said  eveii-niimbered  sections,  which  tract, 
be.foie  the  commencement  of  such  setllemeut,  shall  have 
b;:en  claimed  by  any  other  person  cultivating  and  improving 
the  same  in  good  faith,  and  which  shall  lia\e  continued  10 
be  claimed,  cultivated,  and  improved  in  like  good  lairh  by 
such  person,  his  representatives  or  assigns,  until  the  sale  ot" 
said  tract,  and  of  which  said  prior  claim,  cultivation,  and 
improvement,  the  person  so  claiming  preemption  slullhavc 
had  iHitice  at  the  time  of  his  cut  y  and  settlement.  Not 
withstanding,  such  other  person,  his  reprtscntaiives  or  as- 
signs, l(ir  want  of  piiismial  resi<leiice,  or  from  other  cause, 
may  not  be  entitled  loa  iireemption  to  such  tract,  under  the 
exi.-liiig  laws  of  the  United  Mates:  W71//  provided,  further, 
That  tlie  li;ibil  I  tics  incurred  by  the  Territorial  Govennnent  of 
Wisconsin,  under  the  act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  urant  a  quan- 
tity of  land  to  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  lor  the  purpose  of 
aiding  in  opening  a  canal  to  connect  the  waters  of  Lake 
Mieliigaii  with  those  of  liock  river,"  hereinbefore  referred 
to,  sh;ill  be  p:iid  and  discharged  by  the  Slate  of  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  moved  to  amend  this  section, 
to  malce  it  conform  lo  the  views  he  expressed  be- 
fore the  debate  was  closed,  by  striking  out  the 
words  "and  fifth,"  so  that  il  would  read,  "the 
first,  second,  and  fourth  resolulioiisadopted  by  said 
convention,  &c.    Also,  strike  out  the  words — 

"And  so  that,  also,  the  lands  reserved  10  the  United 
St:ite<  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  'An  act  lo  grant 
;i  ijuanlily  of  land  to  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  Fov  and 
Wi-coiisiii  rivers,  and  to  connect  the  same  by  a  canal  in  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin  " 

After  a  few  words  of  explanation  between  Mr. 
COLLAMER,  Mr.  TWEEDY,  and  Mr.  JACOB 
THOMPSON,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TWEEDY  moved  to  amend  the  same  sec- 
tion by  striking  out  the  words — 

"  Niitwitlistandlnp,such  other  person,  his  represcntnlives 
or  assigns,  for  want  of  personal  residence,  or  from  any  otlirr 
cause,  may  not  b<!  entitled  lo  a  pre6inplion  to  sucli  tract, 
under  the  existing  hu\  s  of  the  United  States:  JInd  jirovided, 
further,  Thiit  the  liabilities  incurred  by  ihe  Territorial  Gov- 
ernmrnt  of  Wisconsin,  under  the  net  entillcd  'An  act  lo 
grant  u  quanlity  of  land  lo  the  'iVrritory  ol  Wisconsin,  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  npeniiig  a  cunal  In  connect  thu 
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waters  of  LakP  Michigan  witli  those  of  Rock  river,  herein- 
before referred  to,  shall  be  paid  and  discharged  by  the  Slate 
of  Wisconsin.'" 

And  inserting' — 

"Neither  shall  any  preemption  be  allowed  to  any  tract 
to  the  injury  of  any  person,  or  of  the  representatives  or  as- 
signs of  any"  person  claitning  and  occupying  the  same,  or 
imy  part  thereof,  in  good  faith,  in  his  or  her  riabt,  at  liie  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  and  owning  valuable  cultivation  or  improve- 
ments thereon,  which  cultivation  or  improvements  shall 
have  been  assigned  by  the  person  so  claiming  preemption, 
or  ifcommenced  subsequently  to  the  entiy  and  settlement 
of  such  person,  shall  have  been  made  with  his  consent  or 
acquiescence." 

Agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  'moved  to 
amend,  by  adding  at  the  end  of  the  section  the 
following: 

"  And,  in  addition  to  the  land  hereby  appropriated  for  the 
purposes  of  education,  sections  numbered  thirty-six  in  each 
township  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  in  said 
State  be,  and  the  same  is  h«reby,  appropriated  in  support  of 
common  schools, to  be  disposed  of  by  the  Leeislatureof  said 
State  of  Wisconsin,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
said  constitution  ;  and  the  President  of  the  United  States  is 
hereby  directed  immediately  to  withdraw  from  sale  the  said 
sections  numbered  thirty-six,  in  order  that  they  may  be  ap- 
propriated as  aforesaid:  Provided,  That  all  lands  sold  or 
reserved  under  any  act  ofC<mgress,  or  in  relation  to  which 
any  preemption  rishts,  inchoate  or  perfect,  shall  have  been 
acquired  prior  to  the  time  when  the  same  shall  be  with- 
drawn from  market,  shall  be  excepted  from  this  grant." 

Mr.  R.  briefly  explained  the  purport  of  his 
amendment.  Its  object  was  to  promote  common 
school  education,  and  he  offered  itthe  more  heartily 
because  there  were  schemes  here  in  regard  to  the 
public  lands  which  he  thought  would  be  injurious. 
He  should  be  glad  if  the  House  would  go  even 
beyond  this  proposition,  and  make  provision  for 
the  blind,  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  the  insane. 

Mr.  VINTON  (having  moved  an  amendment, 
to  give  him  the  opportunity)  said  no  gentleman 
here  would  be  more  willing  than  he  was  to  ap- 
propriate large  amounts  of  land  for  the  promotion 
of  education,  but  the  plan  of  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  would  not  be  satisfactory,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  unequal.  Why,  he  asked,  make  this 
provision  for  Wisconsin,  and  deny  the  same  to 
Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  and  other  States?  It  was  a 
grave  question,  and  should  not  be  acted  upon  here 
without  having  passed  through  an  examination  by 
a  committee. 

Some  further  conversation  ensued,  in  which 
Messrs.  ROCKWELL,  VINTON,  and  JOHN- 
SON, of  Arkansas,  took  part 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  then  ob- 
jected to  the  amendment  as  irrelevant,  and  there- 
fore out  of  order. 

The  CHAIR  sustained  the  objection. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  appealed  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair,  but  it  was  sustained  by  the  House. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  moved  to  strike  out  the 
second  section.     Lost. 

The  third  section  was  then  read,  ^s  follows: 

Sec.  3.  ^jid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  purchaser  of 
any  tract  of  the  said  even-numbered  sections  mentioned  in 
the  precedingsection,aud  sold  since  the  reservation  thereof, 
at  the  minimum  price  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre, 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  Conmiissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  a  certificate  of  the  quantity  of  land  so 
purchased  and  of  the  amount  of  the  excess  paid  therefor, 
over  and  above  the  value  of  said  land,  at  the  rate  of  one 
dollar  and  iwenty-flve  cents  per  acre,  which  certificate,  to 
the  amount  of  such  excess,  shall  be  receivable  from  the 
holder  thereof  or  his  assigns,  in  like  manner  as  so  much 
money,  in  payment  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 
That,  in  the  event  of  the  death  of  any  such  purchaser  be- 
fore tl)^  issuing  of  such  certificate,  the  same  shall  be  issued 
in  favor  of  the  lawful  representatives  of  such  purchaser. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to 
strike  it  out.     Lost. 

The  remaining  sections  were  read  and  passed 
without  amendment;  and  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
SMITH,  of  Indiana,  the  committee  rose  and  re- 
ported the  bill  and  the  amendments  to  the  Flouse. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  the  previous  question,  and 
it  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  ordered  to 
be  now  put. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  fixing  the  St.  Croix  as  the  boundary  of 
the  Stale,  was  concurred  in. 

The  question  was  then  stated  to  be  on  concur- 
ring with  the  second  amendtnent  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  viz:  the  amendment  to  the  second 


section  submitted  by  Mr.  Collamer;  on  which 
the  yeas  and  nays  wei-e  called  for,  and  ordered. 

Mr.  STANTON  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  by  general  concurrence,  offer- 
ed a  resolution  for  an  adjournment  to  Monday 
next,  to  permit  of  the  removal  of  the  carpets.  Re- 
jected. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 
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IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  May  10,  1848. 

Mr.  GREENE  presented  a  petition  from  numer- 
ous citizens  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  in  favor 
of  the  purchase  of  Mount  Vernon  by  the  General 
Government;  which  was  referred  to  tlie  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  a  petition  from  the 
citizens  of  Champlain  district.  New  York,  asking 
the  removal  of  the  port  of  entry  from  Plattsburg 
to  Rouse's  Point;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  from  the  widow 
and  daughter  of  Charles  Newbold,  asking  remu- 
neration for  the  invention  of  the  cast  iron  plough 
invented  and  perfected  by  Charles  Newbold  at 
great  expense  and  loss. 

Also,  from  nurnerous  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  asking  that  the  widow  and  daughter  of  said 
Newbold  may  receive  relief  from  Congress.  All 
these  petitions  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Nehemiah  Brush,  accompanied  by  a  report.  The 
bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  William  Pittman,  accompanied  by  a  report. 
The  bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  the  following 
House  bills  without  amendment: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joel  Thatcher ; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Knight; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Reefsnyder; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Paddy; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Israel  Bayless; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Arthur  Wilson; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  G.  Perkins; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Beriah  Wright; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Savage. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  moved,  in  compliance  with  in- 
structions froin  the  same  committee,  that  Friday 
next  be  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of  private 
bills  on  the  calendar.     The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana, 

Re-iolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  post  route  from  New  River  post  office,  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  to  Gatestown,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  asked  the  indulgence  of  the 
Senate  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  veVief  of  bona  fide 
settlers  under  the  act  for  the  armed  occupation  of 
.Florida;  which  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
The  amendments  reported  by  the  cornmiitee  were 
agreed  to.  The  bill  was  further  amended,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  and,  by  unanimous 
consent,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

LABOR,   AGRICULTURE,  MANUFACTURES. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  he  desired  to  intro- 
duce a  resolution  with  a  view  to  obtain  certain 
statistical  information  through  the  medium  of  the 
Patent  Office,  which  he  thought  would  be  invalu- 
able to  the  country.  He  did  not  desire  the  consid- 
eration at  present,  but  would  content  himself  with 
moving  that  the  resolution  be  printed,  and  he  should 
then  take  occasion  to  call  it  up  at  some  convenient 
season. 

Mr.  U.  then  submitted  the  following  joint  reso- 
lution, which  was  read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed: 

Resolved,  l^'e.,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Palentsf  be,  and 
ha  18  hereby,  directed  to  report  aniiuully  the  8«lling  prices) 


of  the  agricultural  productsof  the  several  Statesofthe  Union 
upon  the  fiirm  or  plantation,  and  at  the  market  town  or  city 
nearest  to  the  produce;  and  also  the  price  of  labor,  by  the 
day  or  the  month  and  the  year,  in  each  State  or  division  of 
a  !<tate,  where  prices  materially  vary  in  different  parts  of 
the  same  State. 

Resolved,  farther.  That  said  Commissioner  also  report 
annually  the  number  and  description  of  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments in  the  United  States  in  which  the  capital  in- 
vested exceeds  $ ;  the  amount  and  quality  of  goods 

manufactured  at  each;  the  selling  prices  at  the  manufac- 
tories ;  the  prices  jiaid  for  labor  to  the  hands  engaged  in  the 
mniiufactories,  and  the  places  where  the  manufactoriea  are 
situated. 

Resolved,  further,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  seyeral 
deputy  postmasters  in  the  United  States  to  answer  all  such 
inquiries  as  may  be  submitted  to  them  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Patents,  and  give  such  information  as  they  may  be  able 
to  obtain  touching  the  subjects  embraced  in  the  foregoing 
resolution. 

APPOINTMENTS  WITHHELD   FROM  SENATE. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Maryland,  came  up  for  considera- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  re- 
quested to  inform  the  Senate  whether  any  offioers  are  now 
in  the  military  or  civil  service  of  the  United  States,  under 
appointments  from  the  President,  which  have  not  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate ;  and,  if  there  be  any  such  appoint- 
ments, that  he  state  the  date  of  such  appointments,  and  why 
it  is  that  it  has  not  been  in  tiie  power  of  the  President  to 
submit  them  to  the  consideration  of  th.e  Senate. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  said,  when  he 
submitted  this  resolution,  he  had  not  the  least  ex- 
pectation that  it  would  lead  to  debate.  Nor  did 
he  expect  that  he  should  be  called  on  to  censure 
in  advance  the  conduct  of  the  President.  But  as 
he  had  heard  rejiorts  concerning  the  appointment 
of  certain  officers,  which  had  caused  some  disap- 
probation, he  had  thought  it  right  to  give  the  Pres- 
ident an  opportunity  to  set  himself  right.  He  had 
worded  the  resolution  so  as  to  exclude  everything 
v/hich  could  give  offence.  He  had  heard  friends  of 
the  President  expiess  a  desire  that  he  should  be 
permitted  an  opportunity  lo  show  that  he  had 
acted  correctly.  Supposing  that  he  was  actuated 
by  no  improper  motive,  but  that  the  delay  had 
been  brought  about  by  circumstances  not  foreseen, 
he  wished  that  the  President  should  show  the  facts 
in  justificfi.tion  of  the  delay.  If  he  (Mr.  J.)  had 
anticipated  this  debate,  he  could  never  have  im- 
agined such  a  course  of  argumentf  such  an  ex- 
pression of  startling  doctrines,  as  had  been  heard 
from  the  Senator  from  Ohio.  We  had  been  asked, 
looking  at  the  constitutional  grant  of  power  to  the 
President,  whether  the  Senate  had  any  right  to  ask 
what  nominations  were  to  be  sent  for  the  confirm- 
ation of  this  body.  Yesterday  he  had  modified 
the  resolution  so  as  to  omit  the  call  for  the  reasons 
of  the  delay.  But  still  the  Senator  from  Ohio  was 
not  satisfied.  The  resolution  was  still  resisted — 
partly  as  unconstitutional,  partly  as  irregular  and 
unprecedented.  We  then  had  a  discussion  from 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  of  the  constitutional  power 
in  the  hands  of  the  Executive;  and  to  show,  that 
under  our  system,  the  tendencies  to  usurpation  and 
abuse  are  greater  in  the  hands  of  the  many  than  of 
the  few. 

Mr.  ALLEN  explained  that  he  alluded  to  the 
Senate,  where  the  danger  of  usurpation  of  power 
was  greater  than  with  the  President. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  resumed.  The  danger  in  the 
Senate  was  gi-eater  because  it  was  composed  of 
many,  and  was  further  removed  from  the  people 
than  the  Pi'esident.  He  asked  what  there  was  in 
the  elector  of  the  President  to  make  him  more  re- 
sponsible than  the  Senate.,  Was  it  not  understood 
that  the  elector  in  both  cases  had  the  whole  Union 
in  his  view,  and  not  any  particular  individual  or 
interest?  South  Carolina  had  changed  her  mode 
of  election,  and  many  of  the  other  Stales  had  made 
changes  in  their  mode  of  election.  Some  elect  by 
the  people,  others  by  the  Legislatures,  as  repre- 
sentatives of  their  various  portions  of  the  country. 
He  would  like  to  know  an  instance  of  an  usurp- 
ation of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  he  would  refer  to  the  resolu- 
tion condeinning  the  conduct  of  General  Jackson,   . 
which  the  people  had  rebuked. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  .-^aid  this  proved  the  overshad- 
owino-  influence  and  power  of  a  President  of  the 
United  States;  that  he  can  control  the  popular  will. 
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and  lluu  he  can  extend  his  overpowering  and  over- 
shadowing influence  over  the   Senate    itself.      It 
proves  that  he  has  power  to  command  them,  even  i 
in  the  case  of  their  own  records,  wliich  they  are 
bound  to  keep  sacred,  to  expunge  or  mar  them,  i 
It  proves  that  the  hand  of  the  Executive  can  guide  [ 
the  pen  of  the  Senate  to  draw  black  lines,  or  any  I 
other  lines,  around  tiieirown  archives,  and  that  the  j 
Senate  may  he  made  simply  his  instruments  and  j 
tools.     The  case  referred  to  proves  no  usurpation 
of  power  on  tiie  part  of  the  Senate.  | 

He  asked  if  no  case  could  be  found  of  the  Presi-  i 
dent  using  his  power  to  overawe  and  control  Con- 
gress.    As  to  tiie  veto  power,  he  referred   to  it  as  I 
a  salutary  feature  in  our  system.      The  power  to  j 
make  internal   improvements  had   been  exercised  ^ 
by  Congress  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  Union,  and  i 
had  caused  great  prevention  of  the  loss  of  life  and  ! 
property.      But  since  the  administration   of   the  j 
present  Executive,  what  had  v/eseea.'     We  had  I 
seen  bills  advocated  by  the  very  persons  who  had  ; 
elected  him;  we  have  seen  bills  passed  by  large  ma- 
jorities,  checked  and   destroyed  by  the  veto,  all 
iiaving  reference  to  the  improvement  of  our  great 
highways,  and   the   protection  of  human   life.     It 
was  found  that  even  here  the  power  of  the  Execu- 
tive curtailed  the  will  of  the  ]3Cople.     The  power 
of  Congress   to  make  any  im])rovements  of  this 
character  was  denied  by  the  President  in  his  mes- 
sage returning  the  bills.      The  result  of  thi.s  doc- 
trine was,  to  leave  property  and  life  at  the  mercy 
of  State  Legislatures. 

Here  Mr.  Johxsox  gave  way,  and 
Mr.  FOOTE  called  for  the  special  order. 

OCCUPATION  OF  YUCATAN. 
The  Senate   then   resumed  the   consideration  of 
the  bill  to  enable  the  President  to  lake  temporary 
military  occupation  of  Yucatan. 

Mr.  CASS  then  rose  to  address  the  Senate,  and 
bean  by  referring  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut,  as  to  the  great  delay  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive department,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  Yu- 
catan. He  stated  that  this  delay  was  caused  by 
the  desire  to  obtain  all  necessary  information  on 
the  subject.  As  soon  as  this  was  obtained,  the 
facts  were  communicated  to  the  Senate  for  its 
prompt  and  energetic  action. 

He  stated  that  the  question  involved  matters 
concerning  our  own  security.  The  declaration  of 
Mr.  Monroe,  and  ihe  doctrines  expressed  by  Mr. 
Polk  two  years  ago,  contemplated  no  interference 
with  European  settlements  on  this  continent.  They 
merely  looked  to  a  prevention  of  the  reduction  of 
any  of  the  free  States  of  America  to  European  de- 
pendence. 

He  glanced  back  to  the  discovery  of  America, 
and  the  establishment  of  the  colonial  governments; 
to  subsequent  changes  of  domination,  which  ren- 
dered this  country  for  centuries  a  battle-field  for 
European  ambition  to  fight  in.  Thence  he  came 
down  to  the  revolutions  which  agiialed  Europe, 
and  applauded  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  Mr. 
Monroe  in  seizing  the  proper  o|)portunity  to  pub- 
lish his  declaration  against  any  further  interference 
on  the  part  of  Europe. 

To  other  points  in  the  remarks  of  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut  he  made  brief  replies.  He  then 
contended  that  the  policy  of  our  country  was  not 
to  interfere  with  other  Powers,  but  to  prevent  other 
Powers  from  interfering  with  us.  We  are  bound 
to  act  )>r()mptly  and  viwrously  when  we  see  any 
evidence  of  a  desire  on  tno  jmrt  of  Eurojiean  Pow- 
ers to  interfere  with  us.  Ihe  war  with  Mexico — 
"  rash  and  precipitate"  as  it  had  been  called — had 
placed  us  in  a  position  to  enforce  the  policy  laid 
down  by  Mr.  Alonroe.  If  we  had  not  obtained  a 
foot  of  land  in  Mexico,  the  war  would  be  wrnth 
all  that  it  has  cost  us,  in  the  glory  which  it  has 
shed  around  our  country.  No  European  Power 
■will  now  venture  an  interference  with  us. 

The  poijition  of  Yucaimi,  between  us  and  the  ad- 
vancing Indians,  is  one  of  ])(;culiar  iiiicresl  to  us. 
Her  condition  calls  on  us  for  our  deepest  sympa- 
thy. England  holds  the  key  of  ihe  Mediterranean. 
She  has  stretched  her  powerful  arm  so  as  to  touch 
every  cape  and  headland  on  every  ocean. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  asked  how  near  a  ship  of 
war  could  approach  any  harbor  of  Yucatan? 

Mr.  CAS.S  said  the  power  of  steam  would  be 
able  to  carry  any  naval  armament  to  the  coast. 

Mr.  CRI  TTENDEN  asked  how  near  a  steam- 
frigttte  could  approach  ? 

Mr.  CASS  disclaimed  any  particular  knowledge 


on  this  subject.  The  Senator  from  Connecticut 
had  supposed  England  had  reached  the  highest 
point  of  elevation,  and  that  she  was  approaching 
her  decline.  He  would  not  pretend  to  give  an 
opinion  on  this  point.  But  he  believed  that 
although  great  reforms,  which  he  believed  were 
necessary,  might  be  effected  in  the  English  system 
of  government,  it  was  idle  to  anticipate  thai  her 
Government  v/ould  beoverthrown — that  she  would 
be  destroyed.  Her  intelligence  and  her  moral 
power  would  remain,  and  she  would  rise,  like  An- 
taeus, stronger  after  every  stroke.  He  understood 
there  were  now  four  companies  of  British  artillery 
in  the  southern  portion  of  Yucatan.  How  largely 
they  may  be  reinforced  he  could  not  say.  He  did 
not  say  what  course  England  would  pursue,  but 
it  was  our  duty  to  be  on  our  guard  against  any 
interference  which  may  be  injurious  to  our  inter- 
ests. When  she  lays  the  lion's  paw  on  Yucatan, 
it  will  he  difficult  to  displace  it. 

The  value  of  the  commerce  of  the  Mississippi 
down  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  it  was  impossible  to 
estimate.  Here  was  the  great  artery  of  the  bound- 
less and  extending  West,  the  population  of  which 
the  man  is  now  living  who  may  see  multiplied  to 
a  hundred  millions.  The  idea  of  Napoleon  was 
to  have  possession  of  the  Mediterranean,  but  fate 
prevented  him.  England  has  now  the  command 
of  that  sea.  Let  England  get  possession  of  Yuca- 
tan, and  she  will  make  the  Gulf  a  mare  clausum. 
The  Gulf  of  Mexico  should  be  American:  not  that 
America  should  exclusively  use  it  in  time  of  peace; 
but  in  case  of  war,  we  should  be  able  to  close  it 
against  hostile  occupation. 

With  the  command  of  Cuba,  t.]\e  water  of  the 
Gulf  is  reduced  to  a  hundred  miles.  While  Cuba 
and  Yucatan  are  held  by  feeble  Powers,  having  no 
ambition  to  interfere  with  our  commercial  interests, 
there  is  no  danger.  But  let  these  places  fall  into 
the  hands  of  a  Power  like  England,  and  the  danger 
will  be  evident.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  she 
contemplated  taking  possession  of  Cuba  by  force, 
or  of  Yucatan  by  force;  but  if  she  should  yield  to 
the  request  of  Yucatan  and  lend  her  aid,  and  thus 
acquire  possession,  what  right  shall  we  have  to 
complain.'  England  wants  Cuba  for  commercial 
purposes;  we  want  it  fur  our  very  existence  as  a 
nation.  In  a  question  of  so  much  importance  as 
the  possession  of  Cuba,  we  should  resist  to  the  last. 
He  hoped  it  would  be  communicated  to  Spain  that 
the  United  States  would  not  see  Cuba  transferred 
to  any  other  Power.  So  long  as  Spain  can  remain 
at  peace,  and  be  able  to  retain  her  monarchy  and 
power,  there  is  nothing  to  be  apprehended.  But 
this  condition  was  not  likely  to  be  permanent,  and  he 
trusted  Spain  would,  before  any  change  took  place, 
perceive  that  it  was  more  to  her  interest  to  dispose 
of  Cuba  by  purchase  than  to  retain  it,  or  yield  it 
for  any  other  consideration.  He  referred  to  the 
remarks  of  Lord  William  Bentinck,  in  the  British 
Parliament 

Mr.WESTCOTT,  in  someexplanatory  remarks, 
insisted  that  Lord  William  Bentinck 's  observations 
on  Cuba  were  intended  to  convey  an  intimation  of 
a  desire  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  southern  States 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  replied  that  he  did  not  doubt 
that  there  was  a  disposition  in  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  abolish  slavery  all  over  the  world.  But 
since  the  debate  which  had  been  referred  to,  a  mo- 
mentous change  had  taken  place  in  the  opinions  of 
British  statesmen  on  this  subject,  and  there  was 
nothing  to  be  feared  from  the  interference  of  Eng- 
land in  our  institutions. 

Mr.  CASS  resumed.  He  only  desired  to  show 
that  there  were  English  statesmen  who  contem- 
plated taking  yiosscssion  of  Cuba,  in  order  to  shut 
up  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  or,  as  they  expressed  it, 
to  cut  our  trade  in  two. 

The  object  of  this  bill  is  to  aid  Yucatan.  There 
was  no  more  connection  now  between  Yucatan  and 
Mexico,  than  between  Yucatan  and  China.  Yu- 
catan is  independent,  and  may  select  her  own  gov- 
ernment. He  did  not  think  we  were  precluded 
by  the  armistice,  and  he  gave  his  reasons  at  some 
length.  As  to  the  character  of  the  Indians  in  Yu- 
catan, he  regarded  it  as  so  low  as  to  render  that 
race  entirely  unlit  to  enjoy  an  equality  of  rights 
and  privileges  with  the  white  race.  The  war  in 
Yucatan  was  clearly  a  war  of  races — a  war  for 
jDliysical  existence,  and  not  for  moral  [lower;  and 
wc  arc  called  on  by  humanity  to  interrere  to  pre- 
vent the  entire  extermination  of  the  white  race. 

He  expressed  his  opinion  that  the  British  agents 


had  supplied  the  Indians  with  arms;  not  because 
the  arms  had  the  Tov/er  stamp  upon  them,  but 
because  the  Indians  would  not  be  likely  to  pur- 
chase them,  and  must  have  been  supplied  gratui- 
tously. He  stated,  from  his  own  knowledge,  that 
in  1822,  the  British  agents  were  in  the  practice  of 
inviting  the  Indians  on  the  northwestern  frontier 
to  certain  places,  where  they  were  gratuitously 
furnished  with  ai-ms. 

He  expressed  his  preference  for  the  bill  in  its 
original  shape  over  the  amendment  which  had  been 
submitted. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  obtained  the 
floor,  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,  and  by 
common  consent,  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  was  postponed  till  to-morrow.  , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland, 

Rcsolred,  That  the;  Coininittefi  on  Indian  AHa'irs  be  in- 
sniictcd  to  iiupiire  into  the  claim  of  such  Cheroliee  IndianSF 
as  remain  east  of  the  Mississippi  to  commutation  for  remo- 
val and  subsistence,  and  report  snch  measnres,  ifany,  as  in 
the  opinion  of  the  committee,  slionld  be  adopted  for  the  ad- 
justment of  sneh  claim. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  May  U,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  first  business 
in  order  was  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Wisconsin  into  the  Union,  which  was  yester- 
day reported  to  the  House  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  with  sundry 
amendments,  on  which  the  previous  question  had 
been  moved  and  seconded,  and  the  first  amend- 
ment of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  [Mr.  Smith's, 
of  Indiana]  had  been  agreed  to. 

The  question  pending,  when  the  House  ad- 
journed, was  on  agreeing  to  the  second  amend- 
ment of  the  committee  [Mr.  Collamer's]  to  the 
second  section;  (which  amendment  related  to  grants 
of  land  for  certain  works  of  in  ternal  improvement. ) 

Mr.  GOGGIN  asked  the  general  consent  of  the 
House  to  enable  him  to  move  that  the  business 
first  in  order  be  suspended  for  a  short  time  for  the 
purpose  of  calling  the  committees  for  reports.  It 
was  objected  to. 

The  question  was  again  stated  on  agreeing  to 
the  second  amendment  of  the  committee  to  the 
Wisconsin  bill:  it  was  decided  in  the  negative: 
Yeas  46,  nays  94. 

The  third  amendment  of  the  committee  [Mr. 
Tweedy 's]  was  read  and  agreed  to  without  a  divis- 
ion. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  the  previous 
question;  which  was  seconded,  and, under  its  oper- 
ation, the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

This  bill,  as  it  passed,  is  in  the  following  words: 
A  BIl.L  for  llic  admission  of  tlie  State  of  Wisconsin  into 
the  Union. 

VA'heieas  the  jfrople  of  the  Territn/y  of  Wisconsin  did,  on 
the  first  day  of  February,  eigliteen  hundred  and  forty-eij;lit, 
by  a  convention  of  delegates  called  and  assembled  for  Ihat 
purpose,  form  for  themselvos  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, which  said  constitution  is  republican,  and  said 
eoiiv<mlion  having  asked  the  admission  of  said  Territory 
into  the  Union  as  a  State,  upon  an  equal  footing  with  ilio 
original  Slates : 

lie  il  enaclcd,  ^'c,  That  the  Slate  of  Wisconsin  he,  and  is 
hereby,  admilted  to  be  one  of  the  United  States  of  .America, 
and  is  herein' admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  oriainal  Slates,  in  all  respects  whatever,  with  Mie 
boundaries  prescribed  by  Ihe  act  of  Con;;ress  npiiroved  Au 
gn;.l  (i,  lb'4(),  entitled  "  An  act  lo  enable  ihe  peu|)lc  of  Wis- 
consin 'I'criitoiy  to  form  a  constitntion  and  Stale  Jfcvcrn- 
ment,  and  for  the  admission  of  juoh  Slate  into  the  Union. 

Sec.  2.  ./hid  be  it  furl  her  ctruded,  That  Ibe  assent  of  Con- 
gress is  hereby  civen  to  the  first,  scamd,  fourth,  and  JlJIk 
revolutions  adopted  by  said  coiiveiilion  and  appended  tosaid 
cinisiitiilioM,  and  the  act-  of  ('undress  referred  to  in  the  .said 
resolutions  are  hereby  anieiided.  so  that  the  lands  granted 
by  tlie  provisions  of  the  several  acts  referred  lo  in  ihe  said 
first  and  fourth  resoUilions,  and  the  proceeds  of  said  lands 
"nnd  the  five  per  centum  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  Ihereiii  meniioned,  shall  be  held  and  disposed  of  by 
said  Slate  in  the  manner  and  for  the  purposes  recommended 
by  said  convention  ;  and  so  that,  also,  the  lands  reserved  lo 
the  United  Slates  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  «'iilitled  "  An 
act  to  grant  a  quantitv  of  land  to  aid  in  the  improvemeiil  ol 
the  Pox  and  Wisconsin  rivers,  and  to  roniwct  the  same  by 
a  canal  in  tin'  Territory  of  Wisenn.sin  ;"  and  also  the  evcn- 
nnirihered  sections  reserved  by  the  provisions  of  Ihe  net  en- 
titled "An  act  to  grant  a  quantity  of  land  to  llie  Territory  of 
Wisconsin  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  opening  a  canal  to 
connect  the  waters  of  Lake  Michigan  with  those  of  Rocic 
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river,"  shall  be  offered  for  sale  at  tlie  same  minimum  piiie, 
and  sulijfcuo  the  same  riglitsof  iirceiiipiion.  as  other  fmbhc- 
iauds  olthe  United  States:  Provided,  ho  never,  Tliat  no  per- 
son shall  be  entitled  to  a  preijinption  by  reason  of  the  settle- 
jnent  and  cultivation  of  any  quiirter-seclion  or  other  subdivis- 
ion of  said  even-numbered  sections,  which  tract,  before  tlie. 
oonimencenient  of  such  settlement,  sliall  have  been  claim- 
ed liy  any  other  person  cultivating  and  improving  the  same 
in  good  faith,  and  which  shall  fiave  continued  to  be  claimed, 
cultivated,  and  improved  in  like  good  faitli  by  such  person, 
■Iws  representatives  or  assif!;ns,  until  tlie  sale  of  said  tiAet,  and 
of  which  said  prior  claim,  cullivalion,  and  improvement,  the 
person  so  claiming  preemption  shall  have  had  notice  at  the 
time  of  his  entry  and  settlement.  Neither  shall  any  pre- 
emption be  allowed  to  any  tract  to  the  injury  of  any  person, 
or  of  the  representatives  or  assigns  of  any  person  claiming 
and  occupying  the  same,  or  any  part  thereol',  in  good  faith, 
in  his  or  her  ngh-t  at  the,passag<;  of  tills  act,  and  owning  val- 
uable cultivation  or  improvements  thereon,  whicii  cultiva- 
tion or  iniproveniLMits  shall  have  been  assiijned  by  the  person 
so  claiming  preemption,  or,  if  commenced  subsequently  to 
the  entry  and  settlement  of  such  person,  shall  have  been 
made  with  his  consent  or  acciuiescenec. 

Si;c.  3.  Jind  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  purchase  ofany 
Uact  of  the  said  even-numbered  sections  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  section,  and  sold  since  the  reservatiun  thereof,  at 
the  miniinuiu  price  of  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre, 
nshall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  Commissioner  of  tlie 
General  Land  Office  a  certificate  of  the  quantity  of  land  so 
jiurehased  and  of  the  amount  of  the  excess  paid  therefor 
over  and  above  the  value  of  said  land,  at  the  rate  of  one 
dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre;  which  certificate,  to 
the  amount  of  such  excess,  shall  be  receivable  from  the 
holder  thereof,  or  his  assigns,  in  like  manner  as  so  much 
money,  in  payment  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 
That,  in  the  event  of  the  death  ofany  such  purchaser  before 
the  issuing  of  such  certificate,  the  same  sluili  be  i:^ued  in 
favor  of  the  lawful  representatives  of  such  purchaser. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  judge  of  the 
district  court  for  the  district  of  Wisconsin  shall  hold  a  term 
of  said  court  in  each  year  at  tlieseat  of  government,  to  coni- 
iiience  on  tlie  first  Monday  of  July,  and  another  term  of 
said  court  in  each  year  at  Milwaukie,  to  commence  on  the 
first  Monday  of  January.  He  shall  also  have  power  to  bold 
special  terms  for  the  tiial  of  causes,  and  for  the  determina- 
tion of  all  suits  or  proceedings  in  said  courts,  at  either  of 
«he  afor.esaid  places,  at  his  discretion,  as  the  nature  and  the 
amount  of  the  business  may  require.  The  said  court  shall 
be  open  at  all  times  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  and  deciding 
cases  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction,  so  far  as  the 
same  can  be  done  without  a  jury.  The  records  and  papers 
of  said  court  may  be  kept  at  cither  of  the  place.-?  herein  des- 
ignated for  the  holding  of  said  court,  as  the  judge  in  his  dis- 
cretion shall  direct. 

Sec.  5.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  clerks  of  the 
district  courts  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  shall,  before 
their  term  of  office  expires,  certify,  under  seal,  and  transmit 
to  the  clerk  of  said  court,  all  records  of  all  unsatisfied  judg- 
ments and  of  suits  pending  in  said  courts  respectively, 
attaching  thereto  all  papers  connected  therewith,  in  all  cases 
arising  under  the  laws  or  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
or  to  which  the  United  States  shall  be  a  party ;  and  they 
shall  forward  the  same  to  the  clerk  of  said  district  court  of 
the  State  of  Wisconsin,  who  shall  enter  the  same  in  his 
docket,  and  the  said  district  court  shall  proceed  therein  to 
final  judgment  and  execution,  as  if  such  suits  or  proceed- 
ings had  originally  been  brought  in  said  court. 

Sec.  6.  Jindlc  it  further  enacted,  That  the  clerk  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  shall  deliver 
over  to  the  clerk  of  said  district  court  all  records  and  papers 
in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  said  supreme  court  relating 
to  proceedings  in  bankruptcy  under  Uie  late  ban.krupl  law  of 
the  United  States.  He  shall  also  certify  under  seal,  and  de- 
liver to  said  cler.k,  all  records  of  judgments  and  of  proceed- 
■  sags  in  suits  pending,  and  all  papers  connected  therewith, 
in  cases  arising  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Sec.  7.  Artd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  from  and  after  the 
fourth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-nine,  and 
until  another  census  and  apportionment  shall  be  made,  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  shall  be  entitled  to  three  Representatives 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  moved  to  reconsitJer  the  vote 
by  which,  the  bill  was  passed.  He  stated  to  the 
House  that  he  had  made  this  motion  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  an  opportunity  to  say  a  few 
words  in  relation  to  a  point  raised  in  the  course  of 
the  debate  on  this  bill,  which  he  would  now  pro- 
ceed to  make,  if  in  order.  The  point  in  the  case 
to  which  he  referred  arose  on  the  amendment  that 
was  submitted  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
[Mr.  Collamer]  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  which  was  afterwards 
renewed  in  the  House,,  in  relation  to  the  question 
whether  the  reserved  sections,  which,  by  some 
bills  heretofore  passed,  by  which  an  appropriation 
of  land  had  been  made  to  Wisconsin,  had  been 
enhanced  in  value,  should  be  reduced  to  the  mini- 
mum price  of  the  public  lands.  The  question  of 
the  reduction  in  value  of  those  sections  was  to  him, 
at  this  time,  a  matter  very  nearly  of  indifference. 
He  was  inclined  to  desire  that  Wisconsin  should 
be  obliged  by  having  it  reduced.  But  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana,  [Mr.  C.  B.  Smith,]  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  Territories,  yesterday 
associated  lliat  question  with  the  genera!  ques- 
tion, which  is  now  to  some  extent  agitated  in 
Congress,  of  makin<;  appropriations  of  alternate 
Bectlons  of  land  to  aid  tlie  States  in  making  inter- 
nal improvements,  and  enhancing  the  price  of  the 
sections  reserved;  and  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 


took  ground  against  that  policy.  He  did  not  make 
any  special  argument  in  favor  of  Wisconsin;  but 
he  took  ground  generally  against  the  policy  of 
giving  alternate  sections  of  land,  and  enhancing  the 
price  of  the  reserved  sections.  Now  he  (Mr.  L.) 
did  not,  at  this  time,  take  the  floor  for  tlie  purpose 
of  attempting  to  make  an  argument  on  the  general 
subject.  He  rose  simply  to  protest  against  the 
doctrine  which  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  had 
avowed  in  the  course  of  what  he  (Mr.  L.)  could 
not  but  consider  an  unsound  argument.     . 

It  might,  however,  be  true,  for  anything  he 
knew,  that  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  might  con- 
vince him  that  his  argument  was  sound;  but  he 
(Mr.  L.)  feared  that  gentleman  would  not  be  able 
to  convince  a  majority  in  Congress  that  it  was 
sound.  It  was  true,  the  question  appeared  in  a  dif- 
ferent aspect  to  persons  in  consequence  of  a  differ- 
ence in  the  point  from  which  they  looked  at  it.  It 
did  not  look  to  persons  residing  east  of  the  moun- 
tains as  it  did  to  those  who  lived  among  the  public 
lands.  But,  for  his  part,  he  would  state  that  if 
Congress  would  make  a  donation  of  alternate  sec- 
tions of  public  land  for  the  purpose  of  internal  im- 
provements in  his  State,  and  forbid  the  reserved 
sections  being  sold  at  $1  25,  he  should  be  glad  to 
see  the  appropriation  made;  though  he  should  pre- 
fer it  if  the  reserved  sections  were  not  enhanced  in 
price.  He  repeated,  he  should  be  glad  to  have 
such  appropriations  made,  even  though  the  reserv- 
ed sections  sliould  be  enhanced  in  price.  He  did 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  concurring  in  any  in- 
timation that  they  would  refuse  to  receive  such  an 
appropriation  of  alternate  sections  of  land  because  a 
condition  enhancing  the  price  of  the  reserved  sec- 
tions should  be  attached  thereto.  He  believed  his 
position  would  now  be  understood;  if  not,  he  feared 
he  should  not  be  able  to  make  himself  understood. 

But  before  he  took  his  seat  he  would  remark  that 
the  Senate,  during  the  present  session,  had  passed 
a  bill  making  appropriations  of  land  on  that  prin- 
ciple for  the  benefit  of  the  State  in  which  he  re- 
sided— tlie  State  of  Illinois.  The  alternate  sections 
were  to  be  given  for  the  purpose  of  constructing 
roads,  and  the  reserved  sections  were  to  be  en- 
hanced in  value  in  consequence.  When  that  bill 
came  here  for  the  action  of  this  House — it  had 
been  received  and  was  now  before  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands — he  desired  much  to  see  it  passed 
as  it  was,  if  it  could  be  put  in  no  more  favorable 
form  for  the  State  of  Illinois.  When  it  should  be 
before  this  House,  if  any  member  from  a  section 
of  the  Union  in  which  these  lands  did  not  lie, 
whose  interest  might  be  less  than  that  which  he 
felt,  should  propose  a  redaction  of  the  price  of  the 
reserved  sections  to  §]  25,  he  should  be  much 
obliged;  but  he  didnot  think  it  would  be  well  for 
those  who  came  frtjm  the  section  of  the  Union  in 
which  the  lands  lay  to  do  so.  He  wished  it,  then, 
to  be  understood  that  he  did  not  join  in  the  war- 
fare against  the  principle  which  had  engaged  the 
minds  of  some  members  of  Congress  who  were 
favorable  to  improvements  in  the  western  coun- 
try. 

There  was  a  good  deal  offeree,  he  admitted,  in 
what  fell  from  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Territories.  It  might  be  that  there  was  no  precise 
justice  in  raising  the  price  of  the  reserved  sections 
to  ^2  50  per  acre.  It  might  be  proper  that  the 
price  should  be  enhanced  to  some  extent,  though 
not  to  double  the  usual  price;  but  he  should  be  glad 
to  liave  such  an  appropriation  with  the  reserved 
sections  at  !J2  50;  he  should  be  belter  pleased  to 
have  the  price  of  those  sections  at  something  less; 
and  he  should  be  still  better  pleased  to  have  ihem 
without  any  enhancement  at  all. 

There  was  one  portion  of  the  argument  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee 00  Territories,  [Mr.  Smith,]  which  he 
wished  to  take  occasion  to  say  that  he  did  not 
view  as  unsound.  He  alluded  to  the  statement 
that  the  General  Government  was  interested  in 
these  internal  improvements  being  made,  inasmuch 
as  they  increased  the  value  of  the  lands  that  were 
unsold,  and  they  enabled  the  Govertiment  to  sell 
lands  which  could  notbe  sold  without  them.  Thus, 
then,  the  Government  gained  by  internal  improve- 
ments, as  well  as  by  the  general  good  which  the 
people  derived  from  them,  and  it  might  be,  there- 
fore, that  the  lands  should  not  be  sold  for  more 
than  $1  50  instead  of  the  price  being  doubled.  He, 
however,  merely  mentioned  this  in  passing,  for  he 
only  rose  to  slate,  as  the  principle  of  giving  these 
lands  for  the  purposes  whicii  he  had  mentioned  had 


been  laid  hold  of  and  considered  favorably,  and  as 
there  were  some  gentlemen  who  had  constitutional 
scruples  about  giving  inoney  for  these  purposes, 
who  would  not  hesitate  to  give  land,  that  he  was 
not  willing  to  have  it  undersood  that  he  was  one 
of  those  who  made  v/ar  against  that  principle. 
This  was  all  he  desired  to  say,  and  having  accom- 
plished the  object  with  v/hich  he  rose,  he  with- 
drew his  motion  to  reconsider. 

postmasters'  commissions. 

Mr.  BOCOCK  called  up  a  motion  made  by  him 
on  the  18th  ultimo  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  House  passed  an  act  in  amendment  of  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  'An  act 
to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage,  to  limit  the  use  and 
correct  the  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege,  and  for 
the  prevention  of  fraud  on  the  revenues  of  the  Post 
Office  Department, '  "  passed  the  3'J  of  March ,  1845. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  question  to  be  on  the 
motion  to  reconsider;  and  at  the  same  time  an- 
nounced that  the  bill  had  been  obtained  from  the 
Senate,  and  was  consequently  before  the  House, 

Mr.  BOCOCK  then  sfioke  in  explanation  of  his 
purpose,  which  more  particularly  referred  to  the 
compensation  by  commissions  of  the  postmasters, 
and  the  mode  of  calculating  those  cotnmissions, 
which  he  contended  were  an  inadequate  remunera- 
tion for  the  services  rendered. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table.  Decided  in  the  negative 
by  yeas  and  nays:  Yeas  40,  nays  115. 

Mr.  VINTON,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Gogcjin, 
withdrew  the  motion  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  made  a  statement  of  facts  show- 
ing the  deficiency  in  the  compensation  of  certain 
classes  of  deputy  postmasters,  and  explained  cer- 
tain amendments  which  he  wished  to  offer  to  remedy 
the  obvious  injustice  under  which  these  small  offi- 
cers now  labored;  and  in  the  courseof  his  remarks 
yielded  to  Mr.  Starkweather,  who  made  a  brief 
statement  bearing  on  the  same  point. 

Mr.  G.,  in  compliance  with  his  pledge,  renewed 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question,  which  was 
seconded,  and  the  main  question  was  ordered,  be- 
ing first  on  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  vote  was  recon- 
sidered. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill — 

Mr.  GOGGIN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  had  been  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
in  order  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  amendments 
which  he  had  indicated. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  not  being  in  order,  as 
coming  too  late,  after  some  conversation  as  to  the 
proper  mode  of  effecting  what  seemed  to  be  a  gen- 
erallydesired  amendment,  the  bill  was  recommitted 
for  this  purpose  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
office  and  Post  Roads. 

REVOLUTIONARY  AND  OTHER  PENSIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  tlie  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  in  the  chair.) 

The  committee  took  up  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  payment  of  revolutionary  and  other 
pensions  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  ending 
the  30th  of  June,  1849,  which  was  under  consider- 
ation on  the  12th  of  April  last. 

When  thecomrniltee  were  last  in  session  on  this 
bill,  Mr.  Vinton  moved  to  amend  the  item  "for 
revolutionary  pensions  under  tlie  act  of  the  18th  of 
March,  1818,  ^4,122  57,"  by  striking  out  four  thou- 
sand and  inserting  "in  addition  to  an  unexpended 
balance  remaining  in  the  treasury  of  ijfi83,877  43, 
fourteen  thousand;"  so  as  to  increase  the  appro- 
priation from  four  to  fourteen  thousand  one  humJred 
and  twenty-two  dollars  and  fifty-seven  cents,  in 
addition  to  the  unexpended  balance. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  addressed 
the  committee.  More  than  two  months  since  (said 
he)  I'called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  some  very 
serious  errors  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury.  They  were  of  a  character  to  require - 
either  an  acknowledgment  of  their  correctness  or 
an  explanation  of  the  lipparen  t  d  iscrepancies.  Such 
an  ex]ilanntion  was  promised  by  the  cx-chairiTian 
of  the  Committee  of  Wnys  and  IVicans,  Imt  has  not 
been  given.  A  month  since,  the  official  organ  of 
the  Administration  promised  ihe  ncxl  day  to  give 
an  official  statement  in  relation  to  thecharges  which 
1  had  made,  but  no  such  statement  has  been  sriven. 
Some  letter-writers,  apparently  in  the  confidenco 
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of  some  of  the  officers  of  the  treasury, have, in  that 
paper  and  others,  mndc  frenenxl  denials  of  any  seri- 
ous mistakes,  and  charged  me  with  disiiigenuous- 
nessand  unfairness  in  my  charj;es  against  ilie  Sec- 
retary, but  attempted  no  explanation  of  tlie  errors 
pointed  out. 

At  last,  sir,  after  so  long  a  time,  and  after  much 
labor  at  the  department  in  furnishing  materials, 
the  chairm;ui  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  in  the 
Senate  has  undertaken  a  labored  exposition  of  tlie 
affairs  of  the  treasury,  in  a  speech  delivered  on  the 
22d  March,  and  first  published  about  two  weeks 
thereafter.  As  there  has  been  no  explanation  fur- 
)iished  by  any  member  of  this  House,  and  as  this 
was  clearly  designed  as  substantially  not  only  an 
authorized  but  an  official  vindication  of  the  Se"c- 
retary  of  the  Treasury,  I  propose  to  examine  its 
main  positions. 

The  design  of  the  speech  was  plainly  to  explain 
the  whole  subject  of  the  loans  and  treasury  notes 
issued  under  the  acts  of  22d  July,  1846,  and  28tli 
January,  1847,  and  to  show  that  the  Secretary  had 
not  committed  the  errors  cjiargcd. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  show  that  the  figures  of  the 
honorable  chairman — of  tlie  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury in  his  statement,  on  which  those  of  the  chair- 
man are  based — and  in  the  general  statement  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury, "in  the  beginning  of  his 
report  on  the  finances,  in  relation  to  the  treasury 
notes  and  loans  under  these  two  acts,  are  grossly 
erroneous;  not  in  one  or  two  instances,  but  in  almost 
e*ery  instance — not  that  there  are  errors  in  their 
statements,  but  that  in  scarcely  an  instance  are  they 
correct.  Nor  are  they  errors  running  through  an 
entire  statement,  arising  out  of  one  or  two  errors 
which  nn'ght  thus  allect  the  subsequent  result,  but 
the  mistakes  are  various  and  independent;  they  are 
not  of  small  sums,  but  of  very  large  amounts. 

On  a  former  occasion  I  pointed  out  a  number  of 
very  gross  mistakes  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  endeavored  to  show,  from 
that  document  and  the  accornpanying  t;ibles,  the 
nature  and  extent  of  these  errors.  It  is  now  ac- 
knowledged that  one  of  these  mistakes,  of  a  very 
large  arnount,  was  committed.  No  attempt  is 
made  to  explain  or  correct  my  statements  in  rela- 
tion to  the  others.  It  is  now  officially  or  semi- 
officially admitted  that  the  Secretary  committed  a 
blunder  in  his  annual  official  report  to  Congress  of 
at  least 'fil, 401, DUO.  When  this  was  first  i/ointed 
out  by  me,  it  was  denied  that  there  was  any  such 
mistake. 

I  am  aware  that  the  honorable  Senator  has  la- 
bored very  much  to  show  that  the  error  is  not  in  an 
over-statement  of  his  means,  imt  in  an  under-state- 
ment  of  expcndilares.  It  is  not  very  material  which, 
So  long  as  the  error  is  acknowledged  to  be  a  seri- 
ous one  in  the  statenient  of  the  actual  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  Govenmient,  requiring  a 
larger  loan  than  called  for  by  about  a  million  and 
a  half  of  dollars.  I  may  well  leave  the  Senator  to 
settle  the  matter  with  tlic  officers  at  the  treasury. 
I  do  not,  however,  agree  with  him;  and,  unless  all 
the  printed  tables  in  the  Secretary's  report  bearing 
on  this  point  are  wrong,  the  Senator  is  himself 
wrong.  1  need  not  add,  1  think,  to  what  I  said  on 
a  former  occasion  to  show  this.  If  hereafter  it 
should  be  deemed  important  to  show  when  and  in 
what  way  this  error  arose,  I  will  go  more  fully 
into  it.  As  it  now  stands,  from  all  the  official 
statements  accom|ianicd  by  this  autlnn'ized  e.\pla- 
nation,  it  is,  I  think,  apparent  that  the  Secretary 
did  not  possess  the  means  which  he  publicly  stated 
the  department  to  possess:  that  he  liad  not  the 
treasury  notes  on  hand  that  he  said  he  had  by 
about  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  At  the  time 
when  these  cliargcs  were  made,  an  advertisement 
had  been  issued  for  proposals  for  |,5,000,000  of 
treasury  notes,  which  were  said  to  be  ui  the  hands 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  which  he  was 
authorized  under  the  law  to  reissue.  When  the 
bids  had  been  received  for  the  stock,  the  amount 
which  he  could  deliver  was  found  to  be  about  a 
million  and  a  half  les«  than  he  liad  advertised. 
Various  apologies  were  given  in  ihe  papers  and 
elsewhere  f<u-  ihi.s  deficiency.  The  Secretary  had 
forgolUn  that  iie  had  sold  to  some  State  or  indi- 
vidual a  million  of  dollars  of  the  notes,  and  tn  some 
one  else  half  a  million,  &,c.  The  true  reason 
doubiiesH,  and  the  one  which  should  have  been 
lioneslly  avowed,  was,  that  the  Secretary  had  pro- 
nosed  to  sell  more  notes  by  at  least  §1,401,000  tlian 
he  could  by  law  sell;  and  having  at  last  discov- 
ered the  error,  he  withdrew  the  notes  from  market. 


It  is  very  obvious,  if  this  gross  mistake  had  not 
been  pointed  out,  and  he  had  followed  out  his  own 
calculations,  as  contained  in  his  report,  that  there 
would  have  been  an  illegal  and  excessive  issue  of 
treasury  notes  to  the  acknowledged  extent  of  at 
least  ^1,401,900. 

In  the  speech  of  the  chairman  of  Finance  of  the 
Senate,  to  which  I  have  referred,  he  says: 

"If  the  liniiorahle  Senator  will  litive  patience,  I  believe 
that,  l)elbre  I  ael  tlirougli,  I  sluill  be  able  to  show  that  there 
can  be  no  niistaku  in  tlie  linancial  i-tateinents  of  the  Secre- 
tary, with  tlie  exception  of  one,  which  I  will  herealtor 
explain,  and  which  was  discovered  in  the  Committee  on 
Finance." 

And  subsequently: 

"  But,  sir,  as  I  have  before  intimated,  there  is  an  error  in 
the  financial  statements  of  the  Secretary's  report.  It  is  but 
justice  to  say  that  it  was  first  discovered  in  the  Conniiittee 
on  Finance,  and  it  is  diiR  to  my  friend  from  Virginia  [.Vli. 
Hunter]  to  remark  that  from  him  first  came  the  snggestion 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  mistake.  It  was  comnuinicatc^d  to 
the  department  first  verbally,  and  afterwards  (on  the  25th  of 
February)  by  letter  to  the  Regis ttr  of  the  Treasury." 

It  seems  to  be  considered  of  great  importance  by 
the  honorable  chairman  who  it  was  that  "  first  dis- 
covered" this  error.  I  do  not  consider  it  an  evi- 
dence of  very  wonderful  astuteness  to  discover 
mistakes  in  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  the  wonder  is,  that  he  should  have  made 
them.  If,  however,  a  patent  is  to  be  issued  for 
this  discovery,  I  shall  claim  the  letters  patent  my- 
self. Long  before  the  time  referred  to,  I  pointed 
out  these  errors  to  the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  and 
the  Register  of  the  Treasury  furnished  me,  under 
his  own  hand,  the  statement  on  the  subject,  which 
is  printed  at  length  in  the  published  copy  of  my 
former  speech,  which  he  furnished  as  showing  that 
the  error  had  not  been  commlUed,  and  not  to  show 
hov!  it  had  been  made. 

It  may  well  be  asked,  whether  this  is  all.' 
Whether  the  error  is  not  .still  greater?  Whether 
the  Secretary  has  withheld  enough  from  market? 
Whether  there  is  not  now  an  over  issue  of  treas- 
ury notes?  If  this  is  so,  who  is  responsible?  Can 
the  Secretary  relieve  himself  by  talking  of  registers 
and  clerks?  If  so,  it  is  time  that  Congress  make 
their  own  examinations. 

But,  sir,  although  I  am  exceedingly  unwilling 
to  trespass  again  upon  the  time  of  the  House  on 
this  subject,  the  course  which  has  been  taken 
leaves  me  no  choice;  I  cannot  permit  the  matter 
to  rest  here.  This  acknowledgment  of  mistake, 
tardily  and  reluctantly  given,  is  itself,  I  tJiink,  short 
of  the  truth,  and  no  answer  is  given  to  the  other 
errors  and  discrepancies  which  I  pointed  out. 

There  is  appended  to  the  speech  of  the  honorable 
chairman  an  official  statement  from  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury  "  explanatory  of  the  loans  and  treas- 
ury notes  authorized  by  acts  of  1846  and  1847." 
Upon  this  statement  all  the  facts  and  figures  of  the 
chairman  of  Finance  in  the  Senate  on  tlie  subject  of 
treasury  notes  are  based.  Every  statement  made 
by  him  is  but  a  combination,  in  one  form  or  other, 
of  the  figures  contained  in  and  derived  from  his 
statement.  This  is  also  the  same  statement  which 
was  furnished  me  by  the  Register  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  which  is  printed  at  length  in  my  former 
speech. 

I  propose  to  show,  from  the  tables  connected 
with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  statements  since  furnished  by  the  department, 
in  whole  and  in  part,  in  the  results  and  in  the  de- 
tails, this  statement  is  entirely  erroneous. 

vSince  I  last  addressed  the  House  on  this  subject, 
I  find  that  the  attention  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Ex))endiiures  has  been  called  to  it.  One  of  the 
members,  my  honorable  friend  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, [iMr.  Stiioiim,J  a  most  intelligent  and  compe- 
tent gentleman,  has  spent  much  time  and  labor  in 
the  investigation,  and  has  obtained  from  the  books 
in  the  department  an  accurate  statement  of  facts 
and  figures  on  various  points,  and  especially  in 
relation  to  the  treasury  notes  and  loans  under  tiie 
acts  of  184G  and  1847.  This  statement  he  has  fur- 
nished me.  The  points  of  inquiry  were  [)resented 
by  himself.  A  portion  of  the  answers  were  fur- 
nished to  him  }iersonally  by  the  officers  in  the 
dejiartment  and  taken  down  by  him,  and  the  resi- 
due were  subsequently  furnished  by  those  officers. 
I  need  not  say  to  those  who  know  him  that  the 
lionorable  member  has  given  the  subject  a  most 
intelligent  and  thorough  examination,  and  that  the 
results  of  his  labors  are  of  great  value.  I  shall 
have  frequent  occasion  to  refer  to  them. 
The  following  is  the  statement  of  the  Register  of 


the  Treasury,  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  eaclv 

part  of  which  I  propose  to  examine  separately  : 
Registek's  Ovfice,  Tkkasfry  DepartjMent. 

Statement,  cxjilnnatory  of  the  Loans  und  Treasury  Notes  au- 
IhGTizcd  ly  ^cts  of  1845  niirf  1847. 

Amount  received  for  treasury  notes  and  Icrnis  under  acts  of 
l&4f)  and  1847,  during  Ihe  fiscal  year  ending  oOth  June, 
1847,  per  Sccreiary's  report §25,679,199  45- 

Deduct  treasury  notes  redeemed  under  acts' 
of  1846  and  1847,  biding  part  of  the  sum  of 
§■2.361,397  07,  included  under  the  head  of 
reimbursement  of  treasury  notes,  for  same 
year,  the  difference  being  tor  notes  redeemed 
under  other  acts 2.167,700  TO 

2.i,5ii,4U9  45 
Amount  received  for  treasury  notes  and  loans 
during  the  quarter  ending  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1847,  omitted  in  the  tinaneial  statement 
in  Secretary's  rep<irt,  but  contained  in  the 
table  referred  to  in  that  statement 6,915,078  CO 

au,426,577  4.> 
Deduct  treasury  notes  reimbursed  under  acts 
of  1846  and  1847,  being  part  of  the  sum  of 
g2,3e.5j;j29  63,inckule(l  nndi  rthe  head  of  re- 
demption of  treasury  notes  and  infrest  in  the 
same  quarter,  the  ihll'erence  being  for  treasu- 
ry noteiissued  undtrotheracts,amlinterest.    2,242,3.i0  O:) 


28,164,227  45 


Deduct  also  treasury  notes  refeemed  and  fund- 
ed, issued  underacts  priorlo  act  of  22ilJuly, 
1846,  also  part  of  said  sum  of  $-2,385,3,29  63.        67.622  09 

28,116,605  45 
Deduct  also  the  amount  of  treasury  notes 
issued  under  acts  of  1846  and  1847,  which 
were  in  the  hands  of  accountin:;  officers  on 
the  1st  of  October,  1847,  and  not  eoveied  by 
warrant,  but  which  notes,  when  covered, 
will  make  the  charge  against  the  Treasury 
equal  to  the  notes  ci)nverted  into  stock  or 
received  for  public  dues 1,401,900  00 


Add  amoimt  of  treasury  notes  and  stock  avail- 
able for  the  remainder  of  the  fi>cal  year  end- 
ing 30th  June,  1848;  see  sfateni<:nt  G,  ac- 
conii>anying Secretary's  repot  t 6. 


,714,705  45 


The  first  entry  is:  "Amount  received  for  ireas- 
'  ury  notes  and  loans,  under  acts  of  1846  and  1847, 
'  during  the  fiscal  year  endine  30th  of  June,  1847, 
'per  Secretary's  report,  $25,679,199  45." 

This  is  the  same  sum  given  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  his  official  report,  on  the  first 
page,  under  the  head  of "  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures for  the  fiscal  ending  30th  June,  1847." 

By  table  A,  accompanying  that  report,  is  given 
a  detailed  "  statement  of  the  duties,  revenues,  and 
public  expenditures  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1847,  agreeably  to  warrants  issued,  ex- 
clusive of  trustfunds."  This  table  purports, among 
other  things,  to  contain  the  items  of  this  sum  of 
$25,679,199  45,  which  are  as  follows:' 
Avails  of  treasury  notes  issued  under  act  of  July  22,  1846, 
after  dedurting  §1,931,000,  which  were  funded  under  the 

act  of  January  23,  1847 $5,.506,800  OO 

Avails  of  treasurv  notes  issued  under  act  of 
January  28,  ]847,after  deducting  §1,221, 850, 

which  were  funded  under  the  said  act 11,149,300  OO 

Avails  of  loan  underact  of  July22,  1846 4,888,149  45 

Avails  of  loan  under  act  of  January,  28,  1847, 
after  deducting  §40,350,  which  were  fund- 
ed       4,134,950  00 

,$25,679,199  45 


A  statement,  still  more  in  detail,  has  been  fur- 
nished to  the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures, 
from  the  books  at  the  treasury.  The  amount  of 
treasury  notes  which  are  here  stated  to  have  been 
"  funded  under  act  of  January  28,  1847,"  of 
j^l,931,000,  appears,  by  the  statement  procured  for 
the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures,  to  have 
been  p, 683,300— a  discrepancy  of  ^47,700. 

The  sum  said  to  have  been  funded  in  the  second 
entry,  of  !^], 221, 850,  appears,  from  the  same  au- 
thority, to  have  been  p, 132, 550 — a  discrepancy  of 
$89,300. 

These  together  show  the  error  in  the  report,  if 
the  figures  furnished  at  the  department  be  correct, 
to  be  $336,000. 

The  fourth  item  is  "  avails  of  loan  under  the  act 
of  January  23, 1837,  afterdeducting  |40,350,  which 
were  funded,  $4,134,950." 

This  item  appears  to  be  composed  of  the  follow- 
ing amounts: 

Treasury  notes,  per  act  of  July  23, 1846,  funded. .  $1,683,300 
Do                do         Jaii.  28, 1847,  funded..    l,132,.'i,''>0 
Do        peractsprior  to  July  22,  '46,  funded         36,250 
Money  deposited  forstock,  under  loan  of  28ih  Jan- 
uary, 1847 , 1  ^-i^^OQ 


Deduct., 


40,350 


$4,131,950 


1848. 
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It  will  be  perceived  that  the  sum  of  $40,350  de- 
ducted is  said  to  be  "  notes  which  were  funded" 
under  prior  acts,  as  is  supposed,  of  course.  This 
s!im,  therefore,  is  for  the  same  thinjjas  the  sum  of 
$36,250;  and  the  childish  act  is  performed  of  ma- 
kino^  the  entry  in  the  account,  and  immediately 
afterwards  deducting  it  from  the  same  side  of  the 
same  account;  and  to  make  the  transaction  the 
more  remark-able,  it  is  stated  to  be  ;^4,100  less  in 
the  one  case  than  the  other. 

I  think  that  the  true  amount  of  stock  used  to 
fund  notes  of  prior  acts  should  be  entered  as  a  part 
of  the  avails  of  the  loan,  and  should  not  be  de- 
ducted. It  was  merely  so  much  stock  used  to 
pay  an  old  debt,  and  it  is  the  same  as  if  the  stock 
had  been  sold,  and  the  money  so  applied. 

These  mistakes  show  a  serious  error  in  the  first 
item  in  the  report  of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury, 
and  that  the  sum  of  |25,679,199  45  is  incorrect. 

2.  The  second  entry  in  the  Register's  statement 
is  as  follows:  "  Deduct  treasury  notes  i-edeemed, 
imder  acts  of  1846  and  1847,  being  part  of  the  sum 
of  $2,361,397  07,  included  under  the  head  of  reim- 
bursement of  treasury  notes  for  same  year,  the 
difference  being  for  notes  redeemed  under  other 
acts,  p,167,700." 

In  table  A,  accompanying  the  Secretary's  report, 
under  the  head  of  expenditures,  is  the  following 
entry:  "  Redemption  of  treasury  notes,  deducting 
^,193,200,  which  were  funded  under  the  act  of 
January  28,  1847,  ^,361,397  07." 

It  was  doubtless  proper  to  deduct  the  notes  so 
funded,  but  the  amount  which  is  deducted  as  hav- 
ing been  funded  during  the  year  is  not  correct,  if 
the  statement  furnished  from  the  books  at  the  treas- 
ury to  the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  is 
correct.  By  that  statement,  it  appears  that  the 
amount  of  notes  funded  during  the  same  year,  of 
the  issues  of  1846  and  1847,  is,  for  the  former  loan, 
$1,683,300, and  thatof  1847,^,132,550, and  show- 
ing the  same  discrepancies  as  before  referred  to  in 
relation  to  the  first  item. 

3.  The  next  sum  in  the  Register's  statement  is 
the  amount  remaining  after  deducting  an  erroneous 
amount,  and  the  result  is  erroneous. 

4.  "  Amount  received  for  treasury  notes  and 
loans  during  the  q"Uarter  ending  30th  September, 
1847,  omitted  in  the  financial  statement  in  the  Sec- 
retary's report,  but  contained  in  the  table  referred 
to  in  that  statement,  $6,915,078." 

This  large  amount  is  the  one  originally  omitted 
in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and 
which  he  at  last  discovered,  very  luckily,  before 
the  loan  bill  was  finally  acted  upon.  All  the  ma- 
terials are  not  in  my  possession  to  enable  me  to 
judge  whether  the  item  is  correct  or  not. 

5.  The  next  amount  of  $30,426,577  45,  being 
tlie  sum  of  the  last  two  amounts,  is  of  course  er- 
roneous. 

6.  "  Deduct  treasury  notes  reimbursed  under 
acts  of  1846  and  1847,  being  part  of  the  sum  of 
$2,385,329  63,  included  under  the  head  of  treas- 
ury notes  and  interest,  in  the  same  quarter,  the 
difference  being  for  treasury  notes  issued  under 
other  acts  and  interest,  $2,242,350." 

7.  "  Deduct  also  treasury  notes  redeemed,  and 
funded,  issued  under  acts  prior  to  act  of  22d  July, 
1840,  also  part  of  said  sum  of  $2,385,329  63, 
$67,622." 

I  have  placed  these  two  sums  in  connection,  as 
they  are,  in  fact,  connected.  There  appears  to  be 
a  series  of  mistakes  connected  with  these  two 
amounts.  I  pointed  out  in  my  former  speech  the 
manifest  mistake  in  relation  to  this  sum  of  $67,622. 
The  error  is  still  persisted  in.  It  is  not  so  import- 
ant in  amount,  being  only  a  mistake  of  about 
$135,000;  but,  as  it  seems  to  be  claimed  that  it  is 
no  mistake  whatever,  and  is  still  paraded  in  the 
treasury  statements,  and  its  correctness  vouched 
for  in  such  high  quarters,  and  an  error  hereaflfects 
the  accuracy  of  subsequent  statements  in  the  re- 
port of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  1  propose  to 
consider  it  at  length. 

It  appears  that  the  outstanding  treasury  notes 
issued  prior  to  1846,  was,  on  the  1st  of  December, 
1846,  $388,030  97.  By  table  F,  in  the  Secretary 's 
report,  it  appears  that  the  amount  outstanding  of 
these  notes,  December  1,  1847,  was  $239,789  31. 
Of  course  the  amount  redeemed  during  the  year 
was  $148,241  66,  and  not  $143,441  66,  as  stated 
in  tabic  E  of  the  Secretary's  report.  It  also  ap- 
pears, from  the  same  table  F,  that  a  portion  of  these 
notes  were  funded,  amounting  to  $77,178.  This 
is  supposed  to  represent  the  same  notes  as  are  de- 


scribed in  the  above  statement  of  the  Register  of 
the  Treasury  as  "notes  redeemed  and  funded, 
issued  under  acts  prior  to  act  of  22d  July,  1846," 
$67,622. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  in 
the  Senate  acknowledges  the  error  of  $1,401,900. 
I  endeavored  to  show  that  the  amount  was  in  those 
statements  $1,537,144.  If  the  above  statement  is 
correct,  it  would  be  about  $20,000  more.  This 
error  of  erroneously  deducting  the  $67,622,  or 
$77,178,  is  persisted  in.  It  is  an  error.  The  ob- 
ject is  to  show  the  amount  of  treasury  notes  and 
loan  available.  This  is  found  by  showing  the 
amount  which  has  been  heretofore  used  in  ex- 
change for  specie,  and  in  payment  of  debts,  deduct- 
ing the  amount  "redeemed.''  In  this  statement 
of  the  amount  "  redeemed"  is  entered  this  sum  of 
$67,622,  and  thus  much  diminishes  the  amount  of 
"  avails,"  and  increases  the  amount  available  in 
future.  This  is  wrong.  A  portion  of  the  stock 
authorized  under  the  loans  of  1846  and  1847,  is 
used  to  pay  an  old  debt.  The  amount  of  stock 
thus  used,  is  properly  placed  as  a  part  of  the  avails 
of  these  notes  and  loan.  The  stock  is  outstanding, 
and  constitutes  a  part  of  the  public  debt.  It  was 
applied  to  pay  treasury  notes  issued  under  former 
acts.  This  is  the  same  as  if  applied  to  pay  any 
other  debt,  and  that  is  the  same  as  if  it  had  been 
exchanged  for  specie,  and  that  specie  applied  to 
pay  that  debt,  or  for  any  other  purpose.  The 
stock  is  outstanding,  a  debt  against  the  Govern- 
ment. So  much  of  the  loans  of  1846  and  1847 
have  been  Used.  It  cannot  be  used  again.  It  di- 
minishes the  amount  on  hand.  If  it  is  said  that 
this  is  merely  a  payment  of  an  old  debt  by  a  new 
one,  it  is  true;  but  nothing  to  the  purpose.  Much 
of  this  loan  has-  been  very  projDerly  so  applied. 
The  amount  of  slock  or  notes  on  hand  is  as  effect- 
ually exhausted  by  taking  up  an  old  loan,  or  pay- 
ing any  old  debt,  as  by  exchanging  the  amount  for 
specie.  Surely  nothing  can  be  more  evident,  and 
yet  the  Department  of  theTreasury,and  the  friends 
of  the  Secretary  and  Administration  in  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  persist  in  this  gross  error.  The  ques- 
tion is,  whether  the  amount  of  the  avails  of  treas- 
ury notes  and  loans  of  1846  and  1847  for  the 
quarter  is  reduced,  because  a  part  of  the  notes  or 
loan  is  applied  to  pay  this  old  debt.  These  notes 
are  not  reissuable,  but  are  cancelled  when  paid, 
like  any  other  debt,  and  just  so  much  of  the  loans 
of  1846  and  1847,  as  is  used  to  pay  them,  does 
most  clearly  so  much  reduce  the  balance  remain- 
ing available  of  the  notes  and  loans  of  1846  and 
1847. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  a  reference  to  the  statement  of 
the  Register,  that  the  amount  of  $67,622  is  twice 
deducted  from  the  avails  of  the  notes  for  the  quar- 
ter. First  it  is  deducted  as  a  part  of  the  sum  of 
$2,385,329  63,  or,  which  gives  the  same  result,  of 
$2,242,350,  from  the  sum  of  $30,426,577  45;  and, 
having  thus  much  reduced  the  avails  of  the  treas- 
ury notes,  it  is  again  deducted  from  those  avails 
thus  reduced.  Instead  of  being  deducted  from  the 
avails  of  treasury  notes,  it  should  have  been  de- 
ducted from  the  sum  of  $2,385,329  63,  and  so 
much  reduced  the  amount  to  be  subtracted  from 
the  avails  of  treasury  notes.  If  it  is  claimed  that 
the  act  of  January  28,  1847,  authorized  the  issue 
of  stock  beyond  the  $33,000,000,  to  provide  treas- 
ury notes  issued  under  prior  acts — which  I  do  not 
admit — it  does  not  relieve  the  difficulty.  I  cannot 
but  think  that  this  sum  is  entirely  wrong,  and  that 
no  such  sum  exists  on  the  books  of  the  treasury. 
It  purports  to  be  a  part  of  the  sum  of  $2,385,329 
63.  By  the  statement  furnished  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Expenditures,  the  items  of  this  sum  ap- 
pear, and  the  only  entry  of  treasury  notes  funded 
under  prior  acts  for  the  quarter  ending  October  1, 
1847,  is  the  sum  of  $22,478. 

8  and  9.  The  two  sums  of  $28,184,227  45  and 
$28,116,605  45,  on  account  of  these  errors  and 
those  previously  pointed  out,  are  of  course  far 
from  the  true  amounts. 

10.  "Deduct  also  the  amount  of  treasury  notes 
issued  under  acts  of  1846  and  1847  which  were  in 
the  hands  of  the  accounting  officers  on  the  1st 
October,  1847,  and  not  covered  by  warrants,  but 
which  notes,  when  covered,  will  make  the  charge 
against  the  treasury  equal  to  the  notes  converted 
into  stock  or  received  forpublicdues, $1,401,900." 

If  1  am  right  in  the  positions  which  have  been 
taken  in  reiatioiv  to  the  previous  entries  in  this 
statement,  the  inevitable  conclusion  is,  that  this 
last  amount  is  purely  fictitious,  given  entirely  at 


random,  and  to  force  a  balance.  If  this  be  so,  it 
destroys  all  confidence  in  the  statements  of  the 
Treasuiy  Department,  and  shows  not  only  confu- 
sion but  recklessness.  It  is  a  very  serious  matter, 
indeed,  if,  when  purporting  to  furnish  officially  a 
statement  of  facts  as  actually  appearing  on  the 
books  of  the  treasury,  an  officer  at  the  department 
furnishes  at  random,  and  without  knowledge  or 
examination,  the  figures  neces.sary  to  balance  the 
account.  I  am  by  no  means  ^ure  tiiat  I  understand 
the  explanation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
or  Register,  if  he  is  the  responsible  person;  but  if 
I  do,  the  explanation  sought  to  be  given  in  no  way 
relieves  the  difficulty;  and  if  there  were  any  such 
sum,  the  error  would  not  be  obviated  at  all. 

11,  ]2,  13.  The  then  remaining;  sums  of  $26,- 
714,705  45,  $6,285,294  55,  and  $33,000,000,  being 
the  results  of  the  previous  erroneous  calculations, 
are  of  course  themselves  grossly  wrong.  The 
sum  of  $6,285,294  55  ivas  not  the  true  amount  of 
treasury  notes  available  for  the  remainder  of  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1848,  and  the  full 
amount  of  $33,000,000  is  not  the  true  result  of  the 
previous  figures  in  this  statement  of  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury. 

I  have  thus  shown  that  the  whole  of  this  state- 
ment of  the  Register  is  wrong,  and  that  there  is  no 
soundness  whatever  in  it;  that  scarcely  one  indi- 
vidual entry  out  of  the  thirteen  is  right;  but  they 
are  very  far  from  the  truth,  provided  the  recent 
statements  furnished  at  the  Treasury  Department 
are  correct. 

In  the  course  of  this  investigation,  I  have  thus 
sustained  the  positions  assumed  by  mc  in  my  for- 
mer speech,  except  so  far  as  I  have  shown  that 
the  tables  themselves  connected  v/ith  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  are  wrong.  On 
the  basis  of  that  report  mo  poshion  then  assumed  has 
been  successfully  assailed,  but  all  are,  as  I  suppose, 
fully  vindicated. 

I  have  not  time  or  patience  to  give  a  full  detail 
of  numerous  other  errors  pointed  out  by  m.y  hon- 
orable friend  from  Pennsylvania,  derived  from  the 
books  and  officers  at  the  department.  I  will  con- 
tent myself,  and  relieve  the  House  from  these  dry 
details,  with  giving  the  results  as  they  are  exhib- 
ited by  his  very  full  and  precise  statements  on 
some  of  the  points. 

The  discrepancies  shown  by  bringing  down  the 
statement  to  the  first  December,  1847,  in  relation 
to  these  treasury  notes  issued  under  the  two  acts 
of  1846  and  1847  are  as  follows: 

As  to  the  amount  of  stock  issued  under  the  act 
of  July,  1846,  the  report  of. the  Secretary  and  the 
statement  of  the  committee  differ  $115,200. 

As  to  the  stock  issued  under  the  act  of  January^ 
28,  1847,  $1,050,452. 

As  to  the  notes  outstanding  under  the  act  of 
1846,  the  difference  is  $178,150;  and,  under  the  act 
of  1847,  $1,437,400. 

Asto  theamountofnotesand  loan  available  at  the 
Treasury,  December  1,  1847,  under  the  act  of  1846, 
$293,350,  and  under  the  act  of  1847,  $386,950. 

There  is  only  one  of  the  propositions  taken  by 
me  in  rny  former  speech  which  now  remains  to  be 
briefly  noticed: 

"  7.  That  tlie  statement  of  the  amount  of  public  debt  and 
interest  paid  (luriii?  the  year  ending  Deceniher  ],  1847,  is 
more  than  $10,400,000,  a?  .--hown  by  table  E,  and  less,  aa 
sliown  by  table  Q,,  than  )il.'9,3fl0,000  for  seventeen  months, 
embraeiug  the  period  mentioned  in  table  E." 

This  discrepancy  is  adinitted,  but  no  attempt  is 
made  to  explain  it.  It  is  a  practical  and  interest- 
ing question  how  much  of  our  public  debt  has  been 
paid  during  the  year.  It  would  seem  to  be  an 
easy  question  to  answer.  The  head  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department  has  undertaken  to  answer  it.  In 
one  place  he  says  that  in  twelve  months  it  was 
$10,480,362  J  4,  and  in  another  place  that  it  was 
but  $9,045,511  35  for  seventeen  months,  including 
the  same  twelve  months.  In  other  words,  that  the 
amount  paid  in  the  whole  seventeen  months  was 
$1,219,103  06  iess  than  in  three-quarters  of  that 
time. 

I  ask,  sir,  does  the  Secretary  know  himself  how 
much  of  the  public  debt  was  paid  during  the  limes 
mentioned  ?  If  so,  is  it  to  insult  or  deceive  Con- 
gress that  such  a  statement  is  sent  to  us?  For  my 
own  part,  I  do  not  suppose  that  the  Secretary  had 
any  idea  whatever  on  the  suliject,  otherwise  how 
could  so  monstrous  a  mistake  have  been  commit- 
ted? Is  it  true  that  the  books  in  the  dopartnicnl 
arc  in  so  vicious  a  system  or  so  badly  kept  that  on 
a  point   like  this  they  contradict  each  other,  and 
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the  Secretary  knows  so  little  about  the  whole  mat- 
ter, that,  not  know-in','  what  is  right,  he  sends  in 
both,  ami  leaves  Coiii;:res3  to  guess  for  themselves? 
If  he  cannot  tell  how  much  we  have  paid  ihiring 
the  year,  does  he  kiowhow  much  we  owe  with  any 
certainty  or  accuracy?  Has  he  any  better  means 
oC  knowing  the  amount  received  into  or  paid  out 
of  the  treasury  for  any  other  purpose?  Can  he  tell 
the  amount  in  the  treasury?  If  a  thief  should  steal 
by  night,  or  a  dishotrest  a'j:ent  should  abstract  a 
few  hundred  thousands  at  a  time,  would  he  Itnow 
it?  If  the  department  is  in  such  a  condition  as  to 
render  it  necessary  to  make  such  inconsistent  state- 
ments, to  the  extent  of  millions  of  dollars,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  public  debt,  what  is  the  security  about 
anything  connected  with  this  department? 

Did  my  time  permit,  I  would  inquire  why  it  is 
that  the  Secretary  considers  the  exchange  of  stock 
for  treasury  notes  as  a  payment  of  the  public  debt? 
Why  is  it  that  in  a  "  statement  of  the  amount  of 
the  public  debt  paid  from  the  1st  December,  1846, 
to  the  1st  December,  1847,"  he  includes  some  three 
millions,  more  or  less,  being  the  aiTiount  of  stock 
issued  in  exchange  for  treasury  notes?  Does  the 
Secretary  regard  this  operation  as  a  paijinent?  If 
BO,  it  will  be  an  exceedingly  easy  matter  for  the 
Government  to  relieve  itself  from  the  pOO,OOU,000 
of  debt  which  my  honorable  colleague  in  the  Sen- 
ale  [Mr.  NiLEs]  supposes  will  be  against  us  on 
tlie  1st  July  next,  if  the  treaty  of  peace  is  ratified 
with  Mexico.  1  cannot,  however,  enlarge  upon 
this  and  sundry  other  vagaries  of  the  Secretary. 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  excuse  for  all  this?  He 
makes  no  excuse  publicly  to  Congress,  which  is 
his  duty,  but  leaves  it  for  the  writers  in  the  Gov- 
ernment organ  and  other  newspapers  to  make  his 
lame  and  discreditable  apology.  The  attempt  is  to 
screen  the  head  of  the  department  by  charging  the 
blunders  upon  subordinate  officers,  to  cast  off  the 
responsibility  from  the  shoulders  where  the  law 
has  placed  it,  upon  some  subordinate.  When,  in 
obedience  to  law,  he  has  made  his  statements  to 
Congress  of  the  past  receipts  and  expenses  of  the 
Government,  and  these  are  found  to  l.'e  grossly 
erroneous,  is  the  Secretary  to  turn  an  inquiring  and 
indignant  Congress  and  people  to  a  Register,  and 
he  to  an  aged  clerk,  and  that  clerk  to  a  younger 
one,  and  so  on  ?  What  are  the  duties  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury?  His  general  duties  the 
law  prescribes  as  follows,  in  the  "act  to  establish 
the  Treasury  Department,"  of  September  2, 1789: 

"  Sf.c.  1.  TliR  Pcrrctaiy  nftlie  Treasury  is  to  be  '  deemed 
the  head  of  llie  Dc^paitinc ut,'  &.c. 

"  Sec.  2.  That  it  ^Imll  Ix;  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  digest  and  piepiire  plans  for  the  itnproveinciit 
and  inanajjeinciit  of  tiie  revenue,  and  for  the  support  of  pub- 
Ijc  credit;  to  prepare  and  report  estimates  of  the  public  rev- 
enue ;  to  decide  on  the  forms  of  keeping  and  stating  ac  c.iunts 
and  making  returns;  and  to  grant,  under  the  litnitations 
herein  established,  or  to  he  iKireafter  provided,  all  warrants 
for  moneys  to  he  issued  from  the  treasury  in  pursuance  of 
appropriations  bylaw,  &.e.,  and  generally  to  perform  all  such 
services  in  relation  to  the  fnianees  as  he  .~hall  be  directed  to 
jjerfoiin." — 1  Slal.  at  Lar^c,  6.),  6G. 

In  addition  to  these  plain  provisions  of  the  law, 
I  refer  the  House  to  a  most  able  rei)ort  made  some 
years  since  by  a  committee  of  Congress  on  the 
duties  of  the  different  officers  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment. It  points  out  the  duties  of  the  Secretary 
as  follows: 

"  Tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  superintends  the  collec- 
tion and  receipts  and  the  disbursement  of  public  moneys.  In 
conse<|nence  of  this,  all  autlinrilies  for  transferrins;  them 
from  one  public  agent  to  another,  or  for  the  linal  disburse- 
ment of  them,  originate  with  him.  He  directs  the  drawing 
of  moneys  Into  the  treasury,  and  regulates  the  lime,  manner, 
imd  fjrcuinstanees,  subjeet  to  the  sanctions  prescribed  by 
law,  and  judges  exclusively  of  the  other  officers  of  the  de- 
partment when  and  what  disbursements  aiclo  be  made, sub- 
ject iicv  rihih  <s  to  the  check  of  the  Comptroller,  who,  in 
conntir-iiiniiig  warrants,  is  jointly  responsible  with  him  for 
their  biing  conformable  toa;  prnpriations  bylaw;  and  to  the 
further  check  and  setili:ment  of  the  aecninit.s  of  all  pi^rsons 
to  whom  he  may  have  caused  advances  of  |.inblic  nioin'y 
by  tlie  Auditor  and  Comptroller.  All  warrants  (;)r  the  pay- 
ment of  money  Into  Uie  treasury,  or  for  the  payment  of 
money  out  of  the  treasury,  are  first  signed  by  him.  it  i.s 
also  his  duty  to  decide  on  the  forms  of  keeping  all  public 
accounts." 

-What  is  understood  by  the  Secretary'.^  being 
the  "head"  of  tlie  Treasury  Department?  I.s  it 
not  meant  that  he  shall  superintend  and  direct  the 
affairs  of  the  deparlincnt;  tliat  he  shall  distribute 
ainonj  the  different  officers  and  clerlis  their  appro- 
pri;Ue  duties;  direct  the  modes  of  keeping  the  ac- 
counts, and  cause  lo  be  furnished  the  nmicrial.s 
necessary  for  fully  tmderstatiding  the  condition  of 
the  [)ubhc  treasury,  and  to  enable  him  to  make  his 
reports  to  Congress;  in  u  word,  that  lie  »hould  be 


the  head,  as  the  clerks  and  other  officers  are  the 
hands — that  he  should  devise,  arrange,  digest,  and 
they  execute  the  labors  assigned  them? 

The  specific  duties  of  the  Secretary  in  relation  to 
treasury  notes  are  as  follows: 

"  That  rt  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretarj'  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  report  to  Congress,  at  the  cormneneenientof  each  ses- 
sion, the  amount  of  treasury  notes  which  have  been  issued 
under'lhe  provisions  of  this  act;  the  amount  redeemed,  and 
the  manner  in  which  redeemed  ;  the  amount  purchased,  and 
of  whom,  and  at  what  time  purchased;  and  the  amount  re- 
issued, stilting  in  tieuof  \thieh  redemptior>they  are  reissued, 
with  tlie  date  of  such  reissue,  during  the  precedingyear." — 
Slat,  id  sess.  29i/i  Ooit^.,  WthJan.,  IS-il, sec.  22. 

Although,  sir,  the  Secretary  is  required  by  law 
"  to  report  to  Congress,  at  the  commencement  of 
each  session,  the  nrnount  [of  treasury  notes]  re- 
issued, stating  in  lieu  of  v/bich  redemption  they 
are  reissued,  with  the  date  of  such  reissue  during 
the  precedin£r  year,"  he  has  not  seen  fit  to  make 
any  such  report;  and,  as  I  ani  inforrned  by  the 
honorable  gentlcsTian  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Strohm,]  he  has  not  learned  from  the  departnient 
— what  seems  to  me  almost  incredible — that  any 
account  whatever  has  been  kept  at  the  dcpartnient 
at  all  of  the  treasury  notes  reissued,  either  the 
amount,  or  date,  or  in  lieu  of  which  redeiviption 
they  are  reissued. 

I  wish  to  know,  sir,  whether  this  violation  of 
the  plain  and  positive  statute  is  the  fault  of  a  clerk 
or  of  a  resrister;  and  I  ask,  what  apology  is  given 
for  the  omission  of  these  important  entries?  No 
one  of  the  duties  presented  by  this  section  of  the 
act  has  been  intelligibly  and  correctly  perfoniied; 
and  one  important  branch  is  entirely  omitted,  not 
only  in  the  report,  but,  as  I  suppose,  in  the  books 
themselves.    - 

It  is  certainly  true  that  clerks  may  commit  mis- 
takes in  their  accounts  for  moderate  amounts, 
which  may  escape  detection  of  the  most  careful 
and  competent  persons;  but  these  are  not  such 
mistakes  at  all.  Those  lo  which  I  formerly  referred 
all  appear  on  the  face  of  the  Secretary's  own  report, 
with  the  exception  of  one  table  fiirnished  by  the 
Secretary  of  theTreasury.  It  was  clearly  theduty 
of  the  Register,  if  he  has  any  duty  whatever  to 
perform,  from  the  materials  furnished  by  his  own 
officers,  to  make  a  plain  and  clear  statement  of  the 
main  facts  to  Coi-igress,  divested  of  all  the  techni- 
calities of  clerks  or  registers.  The  only  materials 
which  1  then  had  was  from  his  own  report  and  the 
accompanying  tables,  and  he  certainly  had  the 
same.  In  the  first  place,  it  was  his  duty  to  correct 
the  obvious  errors  appearing  on  the  face  of  some 
of  the  tables,  or  by  comparison  of  them.  It  cer- 
tainly was  his  peculiar  pi-ovince,  in  the  brief  sum- 
mary in  the  first  and  second  pages  of  his  report,  to 
make  a  correct  use  of  the  materials  furnished  him, 
and  not  have  made  a  blunder  in  the  first  instance 
of,  as  he  afterwards  supposed,  §6,915,000,  and  a 
counter-mistake,  now  acknowledged,  but  long  de- 
nied, of  rnore  than  one  million  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  That  very  sum  of  $6,915,000  was 
actually  contained  in  table  B,  furnished  by  the 
Register  to  the  Secretary,  and  printed  with  his  own 
report,  showing  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  first  quarter  of  the  present  fiscal  year.  That 
table  was  very  short,  containing  but  seventeen  en- 
tries, and  was  one  of  the  tables  furnished  to  the 
Secretary  to  enable  him  to  make  his  still  more 
general  statement  to  Congress.  This  geiieral  state- 
ment is  contained  in  the  first  three  pages  of  the 
Secretary '.s  report,  and  yet  he  leaves  out  this  rnost 
important  sum  frorn  the  statement  of  the  actual 
receipts  into  the  treasury  during  the  quarter. 

Truly,  Mr.  Chairn-ian,  if  it  i.s  not  tlje  duty  of 
the  Secretary  to  attend  to  such  services,  1  know 
not  what  his  duties  are.  Next  to  the  fact  that 
such  blunders  could  be  committed  by  any  head  of 
the  Treasury,  is  the  scarcely  less  surprising  one 
that  such  excesses  should  be  made  by  his  friends. 

One  word,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  relation  to  the 
statement  of  domestic  exports  from  this  country, 
and  the  poetic  flights  of  the  imaginative  Secretary 
to  which  I  referred. 

In  many  other  [loetical  works  the  authors  often 

so  overload   the   page  with   copious   explanatory 

slatement.s  that  the  notes  arc  said  to  have  run  away 

with  Ihapnetry.     Not  so  with  Mr.  Walker.     His 

poetry  has  surely   run  away   with   his  "notes." 

He  evidently  considered  these  treasury  notes  as  a 

very  minor  matter,  to  be  left  to  the  registers,  and 

:  cleiks,  and  other  drudges  aliout  the  treasury,  and 

I  that  the  field  of  fiction,   the  "enthusiasm,"  the 

i  wild  and  extravagant  visions  as   to    the  future, 


were  not  only  his  peculiar  province,  but  his  sola 
duty. 

Since  my  former  speech  in  relation  to  the  Secre- 
tary's report,  I  have  followed  out  the  calculations 
as  to  the  domestic  exports  of  the  cotjntry  on  the 
basis  furnished  by  him,  for  the  period  of  twenty 
years  from  the  30th  .Tune,  1846,  as  it  was  desira- 
ble to  know  what  our  ability  would  be  to  pay  up 
these  loans  which  we  are  making.  A  young  friend 
of  niine  has  done  the  fisjuring  for  me,  and  inforins 
me,  that  in  the  year  1866,  on  the  principle  of  table 
CC  in  the  Secretary's  report,  the  amount  of  do- 
mestic exports  would  be  p34, 640, 302,925  34,  esti- 
mating the  increase  at  48  per  cent.;  which  would 
be  more  than  §16,000  annually,  in  a  populntioi-j 
of  20,000,000,  for  every  man,  woman  and  child  \n 
the  United  States.  I  do  not  understand  that  the 
Secretary  supposes  that  the  population  of  the  coun- 
try is  also  to  increase  in  the  same  ratio  of  48  per 
cent,  annually. 

The  learned  chairman  of  Finance  of  the  Senate 
seems  to  think  that  in  1870  we  shall  have  a  popu- 
lation of  38,000,000.  "And  surely,"  says  he, 
"  this  may  lie  considered  a  sinking  fund  sufficient 
for  a  loan  of  sixteen  millions."  I  ai-i-i  willing  to 
be  liberal  on  this  subject,  and  call  it  40,000,000. 
The  amount  of  domestic  exports  would  average 
for  each  person  over  $8,000  annually;  and  a  very 
moderate  tax  on  such  enormous  exports  of  three 
cents  on  a  hundred  dollars  of  the  export  of  1866,  or 
$3  upon  P0,000,  would  not  only  pay  off  the  pal- 
try loan  of  $16,000,000,  but  a  debt  of  1^100,000,000 
in  one  year! 

The  table  as  to  the  increase  of  tonnage  would 
show,  if  carried  out,  similar  extravagant  results, 
although  the  ratio  of  increase  is  less,  and  the  num- 
ber of  vessels  and  the  amount  of  tonnage  less, 
which  would  lead  to  this  disastrous  result:  that  the 
quantity  of  our  goods  to  be  exported  would  be  far 
greater  than  the  number  and  tonnage  of  our  ves- 
sels would  enable  us  to  transport. 

I  do  not  mean  to  do  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury injustice.  He  does  not  say  that  this  result  to 
its  full  extent  will  follow,  but  he  does  cause  to  be 
prepared  these  tables,  duly  certified,  and  cornments 
vtpon  them  as  affording  an  Approximation  at  leasS 
to  the  truth,  and  as  furnishing  a  fair  basis  of  cal- 
culation for  the  future. 

But,  most  unluckily  for  the  Secretary,  while  he 
was  yet  writing,  while  his  eye, 

"  With  fine  fancy  rolling," 
was  kindling  with  the  prospect  of  the  glorious  re- 
sult of  his  free-trade  policy,  the  foundation  of  the 
whole  was  sinking  under  hint — like  the  milkmaid 
in  the  fable,  who  suddenly  dashed  to  the  ground 
the  source  of  all  her  wealth,  and  the  foundation  of 
her  schemes  of  future  grandeur.  My  honorable 
and  respected  colleague  iii  the  Senate,  [Mr.  Nij.es,] 
in  an  able  speech  on  the  finances  a  few  days  since, 
has  furnished  some  important  facts  on  the  subject 
of  the  doinestic  exports  of  the  country.  He  has 
shown  in  that  speech,  from  sources  of  information 
which  he  regarded  as  reliable,  that  instead  of  any 
increase,  there  had  been  a  remarkable  decline  in 
our  domestic  exports.  His  statement  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  I  have  a  drwiiment  here  which  will  show  the  condition 
of  our  exports  for  the  last  si.i;  months,  and  fora  corre.spond- 
ing  period  last  year.    It  was  received  from  ii  commerciaJ 
friend  in  New  York  : 
Statement  of  tlie  E.vports  of  Brcmhtvff's  from  this  courttry  to 

Great  Britidii,from  September  1,  1?-17.  to  March  4,  IK48. 


Flour. 

.Weal. 

Wheat. 

Corn. 

From — 

New  York 

N.nrli'anstoFeb,2S 

Philadelphia 

Baltimore 

Boston 

Other  ports  loFeb.23 

BMs. 

137,082 

13,,W4 

1,. '):*.! 

770 

501 

Rlits. 
30,913 
20,6.56 
t9,fi-39 
1.7<'6 
3,100 

Bushels. 
177.9.34 
33,195 

4,000 

- 

BMlich. 
751.170 
3-22,830 

76,149 
88.478 
77.494 
21,184 

Total 

The  oxpnrts  for  the 
same  period  a  year 
ago,  were 

1.53,44.5 
1,2.58,87(5 

7^,104 
248,R52 

215,139 
1,273,882 

1,337,204 
6,931,640 

Decrease 

1,105,431 1  172,748 

1,0.58,743 

5,594 ,43(J 

"I  have  computed  the  value  of  the.se  exports  for  each 
period  in  New  York,  assuming  for  Inst  year's  prices  .«:8  .50 
for  dour,  .fi  25  for  wheat,  ,«.'5  50  for  meal,  and  ,'51  12J  for 
corn  ;  nml  for  the  last  period  the  prIcCR  ruling  nl  the  present 
lime.  The  total  value  of  the  exports  for  the  first  period  ex- 
ceeds .4(!2'3.0i)0.ii(m,  aTid  those  of  the  lastjieriod  a  little  more 
tliaii.>-2,(IOU,0()0;  sliowiim  a  dillVrcnre  of  ever  .i-.'ll,0(!0.00(). 
The  freights  for  the  first  period  e\cee<l  ,^:i.(lli(l.(l0n,  and  lor 
the  last  are  less  than  ,f200.()00 ;  so  that  the  loss  on  the 
freights,  Imtl  it  lUI  gone  lo  American  citizens,  exceeds  llie 


1848. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


759 


whole  amount  of  the  exports  and  freights  for  Ihe  last  six 
months.  Tlie  facts  in  tliis  statein(!nt  were  taken  from  the 
Commercial  Shipping  List,  and  are  presumed  to  be  substan- 
liaUy  correct. 

"This  astonishing  decline  in  our  exports  does  not  afford 
a  very  encouraging  prospect  for  our  trade  the  coming  year. 
The  balance  against  us  the  present  year  will  be  large,  prob- 
nbjy  from  twenty  to  thirty  millions.  It  is  ascertained  to 
amount  to  twelve  millions  the  first  quarter." 

It  thus  appears  that  in  six  months,  in  the  arti- 
cles of  wheat,  corn,  flour,  and  meal,  the  exports 
tell  off  <i,20,000,000  outof  ^2,000,000,  and  that  tlie 
freightson  tlie  amount  for  the  first  period  were  moi'e 
than  the  entire  value  of  the  export  of  the  last  pe- 
riod. All  this  was  occurring- at  the  very  time  when 
these  absurd  calculations  were  made  and  presented 
to  Congress,  and,  although  the  details  v/ere  not 
known,  the  general  fact  of  the  great  falling  off  of 
the  domestic  exports  was  known  to  every  one,  and 
it  seems  to  be  incredible  that  Mr  Walker,  whose 
po.siiion  gave  him  the  best  means  of  knowledge, 
should  have  been  ignorant  of  the  fact,  that  at  the 
very  tiine  when  he  was  writing  and  sending  in  to 
Congress  these  fallacious  and  deceptive  calcula- 
tions of  the  great  increase  of  our  exports,  those 
exports,  instead  of  increasing,  had  fallen  off  in  an 
astonishing  degree.  The  fact  was  contradicting 
the  theory,  at  the  very  moment  wiien  the  theorist, 
aliTvost  necessarily  knowing  the  fact,  was  urging 
his  speculations,  which  were  directly  in  conflict 
with  them. 

I  am  greatly  tempted  by  the  ample  materials 
furnished  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  to  bring 
forward  before  a  reflecting  community  the  lucubra- 
tions of  the  Secretary,  which,  if  not  so  absurd  as  to 
be  ridiculous,  would  have  called  forth  the  severest 
public  censure  for  their  injurious  and  disorgan- 
izing tendency.  This  is,  however,  aside  from  my 
present  purpose;  my  present  object  being  not  to 
assail  Mr.  Walker's  principles  or  his  estimates, 
but  to  point  out  his  mistakes  upon  his  own  princi- 
ples, and  to  show  the  utter  disorder  and  confusion 
existing,  as  might  be  expected,  in  his  department. 

So  far  from  there  being  only  occasionally  an 
error  in  these  statements  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, there  is  scarcely  a  correct  statement  of  any 
one  amount  vvhiclt  is  given  in  relation  to  these 
treasury  notes.  I  am  rejoiced  that  the  Committee 
on  Public  Expenditures  have  taken  the  matter  in 
}iand.  I  trust  that  they  will  not  intermit  their  ef- 
forts until  the  subject  shall  be  thoroughly  investi- 
gated by  an  actual  examination  of  the  books  in  the 
treasury.  The  officers  at  the  treasury  have  given 
statements  enough.  No  two  agree,  and  no  one  of 
them  is  entitled  to  the  least  confidence.  If  the  com- 
mittee require  the  aid  of  a  clerk,  the  House  should 
at  once  grant  it.  The  question  is  one  of  very  se- 
rious consequence,  and  the  honor  as  well  as  inter- 
est of  the  nation  and  of  the  head  of  the  department 
require  that  the  real  facts  in  this  matter  should  be 
ascertained  and  laid  before  the  country.  If  this  is 
the  state  of  the  treasury,  what  an  inducement  is 
held  out  for  fraudulent  agents  and  officers  in  all 
parts  of  the  country  to  embezzle  the  funds  of  the 
Government.  They  will  naturally  suppose  that 
their  small  peculations  will  pass  unnoticed  in  the 
confusion  of  the  finances. 

I  have  had  nothing  to  say  on  the  estimates  of  tlie 
Secretary  or  to  the  accruing  revenue.  Those  esti- 
mates may  or  may  not  be  correct.  The  whole  is 
of  course  a  matter  of  conjecture.  The  calculations 
of  the  most  sagacious  are  frequently  disappointed, 
while  the  mo.st  reckless  person  may  sometimes 
guess  right.  Whenever  the  enormous  errors  of 
fact  and  figures  of  the  Secretary's  own  report  are 
pointed  out,  the  only  answer  is,  that  the  Secretary 
has,  at  all  events,  guessed  right  as  to  the  future 
means  of  the  Government. 

If  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  makes  a  mistake 
of  seven  millions  of  dollars  in  stating  the  amount 
actually  received  into  the  treasury  during  the  first 
quarter  after  he  has  received  it,  you  are  told  by  his 
friends  that,  at  all  events,  he  can  give  a  capital  guess 
what  will  be  received  in  the  next  three  quarters. 
When  another  mistake  of  a  million  and  a  half  is 
pointed  out,  it  is  at  first  denied  that  there  is  any 
mistake,  and  then  it  is  declared  to  be  of  very  small 
consequence,  and  we  are-given  to  understand  that 
the  head  of  the  department  is  so  much  occupied 
in  conjecturing  about  the  future  that  he  has  not 
time  to  inform  himself  or  any  one  else  of  its  pres- 
ent condition. 

It  may  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  be  inappropriate  to 
Rslf  of  those  gentlemen  in  this  House  wlio  voted 
for  the  treasury-note  substitute  of  the   minority 


of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  the  war 
bill  of  the  majority,  how  it  has  happened  that  the 
friendsof  the  Administration  in  theSenate  preferred 
the  bill  to  the  substitute — the  loan  to  treasury 
notes?  At  the  instance  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  honorable  gentlemen  of  the  minority 
of  the  Committee  of  AVays  and  Means  were  ex- 
ceedingly earnest  and  impassioned  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

It  was,  indeed,  somewhat  difficult  for  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Nicoll,]  with 
all  his  ability  and  ingenuity,  to  show  the  import- 
ance of  a  substitute  which  (as  the  amount  autho- 
rized to  be  outstanding  under  all  acts  was  limited 
to  ^20,000,000,  and  the  amount  at  the  time  out- 
standing was  ^19,500,000)  could  only  authorize 
an  issue  at  the  time  of  half  a  million  of  dollars 
in  treasury  notes,  and  when  the  only  mode  of  in- 
creasing the  issues  of  treasury  notes  was  by  other 
notes  being  exchanged  for  stock  of  the  very  char- 
acter provided  to  be  issued  under  the  loan  bill. 
That  honorable  gentleman  made  the  most  ingenious 
and  plausible  defence  in  his  power;  but,  with  most 
of  the  friends  of  the  Administration  in  the  House 
of  Representatives,  it  seemed  to  be  enough  that  the 
plan  was  the  project  of  the  great  financier  at  the 
head  of  the  Treasury.  The  majority  in  this  House 
wei-e  charged  with  a  design  to  embarrass  the  Ad- 
ministration in  carrying  on  this  beautiful  war  with 
Mexico.  The  "organ"  gave  the  pitch,  and  all 
the  smaller  instruments  sent  forth  their  discordant 
notes.  Barnburners  and  Hunkers,  the  "  Hards" 
and  the  "Softs,"  the  "Chivalry"  and  Wilmot 
Proviso  men  found  one  subject  on  which  all  could 
agree,  and  that  was  the  denunciation  of  the  factions 
spirit  of  the  "  Mexican  Whigs,"  as  the  courteous 
editor  of  the  "  Union"  calls  his  political  opponents. 
The  cautious,  able,  and  prudent  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was  considered 
as  the  "chief  traitor, "and  the  confiding  Democrats 
in  the  wilds  of  Maine  and  Iowa,  on  the  Hudson 
and  the  Columbia  rivers,  in  all  quarters  of  "our 
free  and  happy  country,"  have  been  led  to  look 
upon  my  friend-  as  a  "  monster"  of  a  "  most  fright- 
ful mien."  The  indignant  responses  to  the  appeals 
in  this  House,  and  unscrupulous  attacks  of  the 
official  newspaper,  are  just  seen  returning  from 
the  remote  regions  of  the  country.  They  must 
be  exceedingly  agreeable  to  our  friends  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House. 

It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  there  are  but  very  few 
gentlemen  in  this  House  who  have  any  confidence 
whatever  in  the  practical  skill  and  wisdom  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  yet  he  seems  to 
change  them  about  with  the  utmost  ease.  He 
recommends  a  substitute  of  treasury  notes  for  a 
loan,  and  consents  to  such  restrictions  as  to  ren- 
der it  nugatory.  The  venerable  ex-chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  McKay] 
introduces  the  measure  with  due  solemnity;  it  re- 
ceives every  Democratic  vote  in  the  House,  but  is 
lost.  When  it  reaches  the  Senate,  the  friends  of 
the  Administration,  and  Mr.  Walker  himself,  do 
not  think  the  loan  bill  so  bad  a  bill  after  all.  The 
measure  of  treasury  notes,  which  the  Secretary 
thought  so  vital,  he  now  entirely  abandons.  The 
Committee  of  Finance  of  the  Senate,  in  accord- 
ance with  his  views,  as  will  not  be  denied,  report 
back  the  very  loan  bill  which  this  House  had 
passed,  amid  the  denunciations  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Administration,  and  a  Democratic  Senate  passes 
it  without  a  murmur.  These  changes,  sir,  come 
easier  from  their  frequency.  The  President  has 
accustomed  his  friends  to  these  sudden  and  unex- 
pected movements;  and  I  must  do  them  the  credit 
to  say  that  they  are  far  more  patient  and  submis- 
sive than  on  some  former  occasions. 

Mr.  STRONG  rose  to  inake  an  inquiry  in  re- 
gard to  a  matter  which  had  perplexed  him  some- 
what. The  bill,  in  the  first  paragraph,  provides 
the  pay  for  revolutionary  pensioners  under  the  act 
of  1818,  and  so  on;  provision  was  made  for  other 
classes;  but  theie  was  nothing  for  the  payment  of 
that  large  class  of  pensioners  under  the  act  of  the 
7th  of  June,  18.32.  More  than  4,000  pension  cer- 
ficates  wei-e  granted  under  that  act.  There  was 
probably  a  larger  number  of  these  certificates  out- 
standing than  of  those  under  the  act  of  1818.  He 
asked  the  chairman  to  make  some  explanation  that 
might  satisfy  his  mind  with  reference  to  this  appa- 
rent omission  in  the  items  of  the  hill. 

Mr.  VINTON.  The  appropriations  in  the  bill 
were  based  on  the  estimates  from  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  War.     The  act  of  1832  made  its  own 


appropriation.  He  read  the  estimates  for  this  pur- 
pose from  a  paper  before  him. 

Mr.  SAWYER,  next  rose,  but  he  said  he  did 
not  propose  to  make  a  speech  on  the  subject  now 
before  the  committee.  They  had  heard  Buncombe 
speeches  enough,  while  the  important  business  of 
the  session  remained  unfinished.  He  thought  the 
majority  should  turn  its  attention  to  the  business 
of  the  House,  and  when  they  had  got  through  that, 
let  them  adjourn,  or,  if  there  was  any  time  left, 
they  might  then  go  to  work,  and  make  Buncombe 
speeches.  [Lauj:;hter.]  The  bill  before  the  com- 
mittee was  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
pensions  due  to  the  old  soldiers  who  had  faithfully 
served  their  country,  and  while  that  was  under 
consideration,  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
[Mr.  Rockwell]  got  up,  and  made  a  tirade  against 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  H^e  presumed  there 
was  no  person  in  that  Hall  who  thought  it  neces- 
sary to  reply  to  that  tirade.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  stood  so  high  above  the  reach  of  these 
little  squibs  that  his  reputation  as  a  man  and  as  a 
financier  was  not  to  be  prejudiced  by  any  of  these 
little  innuendoes  and  insinuations.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  stood  perfectly  secure  above  them 
all,  and  not  one  of  his  friends  on  this  floor  would 
consider  it  necessary  to  say  one  word  in  reply 
and  in  vindication  of  his  conduct  or  his  talent. 
And  he  might  say  also  that  the  attacks  which 
had  been  made  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  charging  him  with  dereliction  of  duty,  and 
a  premeditated  determination  to  involve  the  coun- 
try in  a  war  with  Mexico,  and  with  pursuing  a 
course  that  was  in  opposition  to  the  interests  of 
the  country,  deserved  no  reply.  There  were  gen- 
tlemen there  who  had  taken  a  peculiar  interest  in 
examining  the  orders  for  the  marching  of  our 
troops  on  the  Rio  Grande,  to  see  whether  the  date 
of  this  order  coincided  with  the  occurrence  of  this 
or  that  fact,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  if  they 
could  not,  by  some  means,  bring  the  Executive 
into  disrepute.  He  would  say  to  those  gentlemen 
that  the  time  would  come,  and  there  would  pass 
away  but  a  few  years  first,  when  the  people  of 
these  United  States  would  look  at  these  speeches, 
delivered  on  this  floor,  condemning  the  acts  of  the 
Executive,  and  remember  the  course  those  gentle- 
men pursued,  when  their  special  pleading  would 
have  been  forgotten.  When  the  war  .shall  have 
ceased,  the  special  pleading  of  gentlemen  would 
not  be  permitted  to  be  presented  in  bar  of  the  ne- 
cessary consequences  of  such  conduct;  for  then, 
without  regarding  such  special  pleadings,  the  peo- 
ple would  endeavor  to  learn  who,  when  their  coun- 
try v/as  engaged  in  a  foreign  war,  were  against 
their  own  country,  and  took  sides  with  the  enemy. 
This  fact  would  rise  up  when  the  special  pleading 
of  gentlemen  about  the  recall  of  this  minister  and 
thelssuing  of  this  or  that  order  would  have  been 
forgotten,  and  they  would  not  be  able  to  escape 
from  the  just  indignation  of  the  people. 

He  perceived  that  there  was  no  desire  on  the 
part  of  the  committee  to  debate  the  merits  of  this 
bill;  all  the  speeches  made  upon  it  were  made  for 
Buncombe— t\mt  was  the  correct  term,  and  he  de- 
sired to  give  things  their  right  names.  He  there- 
fore hoped  the  committee  would  rise  and  report 
the  bill  to  the  House.  If  no  other  gentleman  de- 
sired to  make  a  speech,  he  should  himself  desist; 
but  if  any  other  gentleman  desired  to  make  a 
speech  on  the  merits  of  this  bill,  he  had  no  objec- 
tions, and  might  himself  indulge  in  a  few  remarks. 
But  he  had  sat  here  five  months 

Mr.  VINTON  interposed  and  begged  permission 
to  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  that  since  this 
bill  had  been  reported  to  the  House,  the  War  De- 
partment had  sent  in  some  additional  estimates, 
which  would  require  some  additions  to  be  made 
to  the  bill  before  the  committee  could  rise  and 
report  it  to  the  House.  But  for  this,  he  should  be 
glad  if  the  cornmittee  should  rise  and  report  at 
once. 

Mr.  SAWYER  understood  that  his  colleague 
[Mr.  Vinton]  was  anxious  to  push  forward  the 
business  of  the  House.  In  his  position  as  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he 
(Mr.  S.)  must  say  that  his  colleague  had  done 
everything  that  an"y  man  could  dc.'^ire  him  to  do  to 
push  forvvard  the  business  of  legislation;  but  he 
would  remark  tint  he  had  ..at  here  for  five  months, 
and  in  that  time  he  had  not  attempted  to  get  the 
floor  for  the  purpose  of  making  Bvncnmbe  speeches. 
He  had  no  need  of  such  speeches  m  his  district; 
and  he  believed,  when  the  time  should  come  to 
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take  the  important  vote  in  Ohio,  it  would  be  found 
that  they  did  not  need  them  there.  The  people  in 
Ohio  were  intelhgent,  and  speeches  of  that  kind 
found  little  favor  with  them.  He  had  been  bored 
by  such  speeches  from  both  sides  of  tiie  House, 
and  he  believed  if  a  stranger  should  come  into  this 
Hall  and  inquire  for  the  Speaker,  he  would  not 
take  the  gentleman  who  occupied  the  Speaker's 
chair  for  the  Speaker.  Some  three  or  four  gentle- 
men, who  almost  any  day  could  be  found  on  the 
lioor,  would  be  more  likely  to  be  looked  upon  as 
the  Speaker  than  the  gentleman  who  really  held 
that  position  in  this  House.  Is'ay,  there  were  some 
thirty  gentlemen  in  this  House  who  appeared  to 
claim  the  exclusive  right  to  speak  on  every  sub- 
ject; and  having  gone  over  all  the  ordinary  topics, 
"they  were  now  beginning  again,  with  the  evident 
design  to  go  the  round  again,  and  to  occupy  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others. 
And  perhaps  it  was  well  that  there  were  these  few 
gentlemen  with  the  capacity  to  enlighten  not  only 
this  assembly,  but  this  country.  The  wide  world 
would  be  in  darkness  if  the.se  gentlemen  were  not 
here  to  enlighten  it.  And  yet  their  constituents 
had  some  claims  on  the  smaller  lights  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  talents  they  were  supposed  to  possess. 
It  might  be  that  they  should  occasionally  make  a 
speech,  if  the  gentlemen  to  whom  he  had  referred 
would  be  magnanimous  enough  to  permit  it.  He 
had  a  desire  to  make  one  himself  on  a  certain  sub- 
ject; but  he  was  not  inclined  to  obtrude  himself  on 
the  lime  of  the  House,  and  speak  to  a  question 
which  was  not  really  under  consideration.  It  had 
been  the  custom  during  the  present  session  to  pass 
bills  first  and  speak  on  them  afterwards,  but  he 
disliked  to  do  that.  He  would  like  to  say  some- 
thing about  the  late  war,  and  on  the  subject  of 
abolition,  and  also  on  the  subject  of  our  prospects 
in  the  Presidential  campaign.  ["Ay,  that's  the 
subject;  we  all  want  to  speak  on  that.  Go  on, 
Sawyer."]  Gentlemen  were  urging  him  to  go  on, 
but  probably  they  would  not  be  satisfied  with  him 
when  he  had  done,  for  perhaps  he  should  take  a 
course  that  would  not  be  pleasing  to  the  gentlemen 
who  desired  him  to  go  on,  and  to  certain  portions 
of  this  House.  He  was  not  going  into  that  matter 
now.  He  was  serious  in  his  opposition  to  the 
making  of  speeches  for  Buncombe  when  such  sub- 
jects as  that  under  consideration  were  before  the 
"House.  If  they  had  a  question  before  them  in 
which  the  people  had  not  much  interest,  he  might 
perhaps  malte  a  speech  to  consume  some  of  the 
lime  of  the  House  But  this  was  a  serious  subject. 
It  was  a  bill  to  pay  the  poor  old  worn-out  soldier, 
and  he  was  not  willing  to  consume  the  time  which 
should  be  devoted  to  the  perfecting  and  passage  of 
such  a  measure.  If  gentlemen  were  inclined  to 
propose  amendments  to  this  bill,  and  to  abstain 
from  debating  about  the  next  Presidency,  he  would 
desist  from  any  further  remark.s,  and  lake  the  risk 
of  again  obtaining  the  fioor  on  some  other  occa- 
sion. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  had  an  amendment  which 
he  desired  to  offer,  if  it  were  now  in  order.  The 
usual  sum  paid  to  the  heads  of  bureaus  in  this 
Government  was  ,f,3,000  per  annum;  but  some  four 
or  five  years  ago  a  fit  of  economy  came  over  Con- 
gress, and  they  reduced  the  compensation  of  some 
heads  of  bureaus,  or  it  might  be  of  but  one  only. 
iS'ow,  a  very  arduous  addition  had  been  thrown 
on  the  head  of  one  of  those  bureaus,  who  had  a 
large  amount  of  claims  annually  to  examine,  and  it 
was  [)roper  that  he  should  receive  the  same  amount 
of  compensation  that  was  paid  to  the  heads  of 
Olhftr  bureaus. 

Mr.  VIATON  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  that  this  bill  proposed  to  make  ap- 
propriations for  the  payment  of  pensions,  to  which 
the  timondm':nt  which  had  been  sviggested  was  not 
pertinent.  It  more  properly  belonged  to  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  to  which  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  could  offer  his 
amendment  when  it  came  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  would  forbear  then  to  offer 
hia  amendment  now,  but  he  would  offer  it  when 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  was 
under  consideration. 

Mr.  JONES.  ofTenncsscc,  wished  to  give  notice 
that  when  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  should 
make  the  motion  he  had  indicated,  he  should  make 
another  to  equalize  the  coinpcnsation  of  the  heads 
of  bureaus.  Ilis  plan  would  be  to  level  the  heads  of 
bureuuadown  to  the  compensation  paid  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pcnsiori.s,  lo  whom  he  supposed  the 


gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  alluded,  and  not  to 
raise  him  up  to  them.  The  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions now  received  a  salary  of  §2,500  per  annum, 
which  appeared  to  bean  ample  compensation  for  the 
head  of  any  bureau  in  this  city.  He  would  take 
occasion  to  say,  that  in  making  the  motion  of  which 
he  had  given  notice,  he  should  nol  do  it  with  any 
feeling  of  hostility  to,  or  disapprobation  of,  those 
officers,  particularly  the  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
.sions,  for  he  believed  the  duties  and  labors  of  that 
gentleman  were  very  arduous,  and  that  they  were 
as  well  performed  by  him  as  were  the  duties  of  the 
head  of  any  bureau  in  connection  with  this  Gov- 
ernment. There  were  several — he  believed  the 
number  was  three — heads  of  bureaus  in  the  Post 
Office  Department  who  received  the  annual  com- 
pensation of  §2,500.  There  were,  too,  he  believed, 
others — for  instance,  the  Comptroller,  and  Audi- 
tor, and  Register  of  the  Treasury — who  received 
!|j3,000  per  annum. 

Mr.  SAWYER  wished  to  suggest  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  that  he  might  make  an  addi- 
tion to  his  contemplated  motion,  that  there  was 
one  officer  of  this  Government  who  received  $4,500 
for  one  office,  while  at  the  same  time  he  was  re- 
ceiving $1,500  for  another.  One  single  individual 
received  these  two  separate  sums. 

Mr.  G.  W.  JONES  supposed  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  alluded  to  the  head  of  the  coast  survey. 
He  would  say  to  that  gentleman,  that  if  he  would 
propose  an  amendment  to  bring  that  down  to 
$2,500,  it  should  have  his  (Mr.  J.'s)  vote.  A 
salary  of  $2,500  was  equal  to  the  interest,  at  six 
per  cent.,  on,  he  believed,  about  <J45,000;  and  it 
might  be  considered,  in  any  part  of^  the  United 
States,  that  an  individual  who  was  worth  §45,000, 
or  was  in  the  receipt  of  the  interest  of  that  sum  of 
money,  was  in  tolerably  comfortable  circumstances, 
if  he  might  not  be  considered  independent.  His 
experience  there  had  taught  him  that  the  salaries 
of  these  officers  were  nol  always  regulated  by  the 
importance  of  the  services  which  they  rendered, 
and  the  duties  which  devolved  upon  them;  and  they 
hardly  ever  saw  them  raised  all  at  once.  It  so 
happened,  perhaps,  that  some  one  of  these  officers 
who  had  been  through  a  long  course  of  public  ser- 
vice,' and  had  faithfully  served  the  country  and 
made  himself  popular  with  Congress,  was  recom- 
mended for  an  increase  of  salary. 

But  when  the  proposition  came  up  here,  the 
same  gentlemen  would  rise  and  insist  that  it  would 
be  partial  and  unjust  not  to  increase  the  salary  of 
all  the  officers  of  the  same  grade  in  the  same  pro- 
portion, and,  as  a  matter  of  justice,  to  avoid  what 
gentlemen  would  call  an  invidious  distinction,  they 
were  induced  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  others 
up  to  the  highest  amount  paid  without  regard  to 
the  services  rendered.  Now,  he  thought  all  of  the 
heads  of  bureaus  should  be  content  witli  §2,500.  It 
was  ample  compensation;  and  when  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  appropriation  bill  came  up,  he  should 
attempt  to  fix  the  salaries  at  thai  amount. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  it  was  something  like  a 
month  since  this  bill  had  been  taken  up  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  gentlemen  might  have 
forgotten  the  precise  object  of  the  amendment 
which  was  now  pending.  He  begged,  therefore, 
lo  say,  that  in  consequence  of  changes  in  the  state- 
ments from  the  Treasury  Department,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  amend  the  first  section  by  increasing  the 
item  from  "four"  lo  "  fourteen"  thousand.  The 
bill  was  originally  drawn  up  in  accordance  with 
the  estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
which  a  mistake  had  been  discovered,  and  hence 
the  amendment  to  correct  that  error. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  that  it  was  necessary  also  to 
amend  the  paragraph  making  an  appropriation  for 
pensions  to  widows  and  orphans  under  the  act  of 
the  4th  of  July,  1836.  The  Secretary  of  War  had 
reported  that  there  was  an  unexpended  balance  in 
the  treasury  from  foi  mer  years  of  §151,156  36;  he 
therefore  moved  to  add  after  the  words  "  thirty- 
six,"  in  the  IGth  line,  the  words  "in  addition  to 
an  unexpended  balance  remaining  in  the  treasury 
§151,156  36."     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  V.  offered  the  following  as  a  separate  itetn, 
to  be  inserted  after  the  17th  line  of  the  bill: 

"  For  pensions  to  widows  iinrlcr  tin;  net  of  tlie  2(1  of 
Fc'l)ni;iry,  I8'I8,  in  additiiin  lo  tlio  uncxpcndod  hi\laniM,'  of 
.«;-2(i:j,7:2!i  87  remaining  in  tlio  treasnry  of  a  former  appropria- 
liori  for  the  payment  of  pensiona  uiulur  llie  act  of  tliu  17tli  of 
.lunr,  1844,  ,f  136,270  13." 

He  would  simply  state,  that  during  the  present 


session  the  act  of  1844  had  been  renewed.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  session  no  estimates  were 
prepared  by  the  Secretary  for  these  pensions,  be- 
cause the  law  which  created  them  had  expired. 
Since,  however,  the  bill  renewing  the  act  of  1844 
had  been  passed,  the  estimates  had  been  sent  in, 
and  now  it  became  necessary  to  insert  this  item. 
Agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  item  for  half- 
pay  pensions  to  widows  and  orphans,  p{^yable 
through  the  Third  Auditor's  office,  was  amended 
by  adding  the  words  "  in  addition  to  an  unex- 
pended balance  in  the  treasury  of  §8,790  04." 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  in  the  Insl  item  there  was 
an  error  in  relation  to  the  date  from  which  the  item 
was  created.  It  pravided  for  arrearages  prior  to 
the  1st  of  January,  1817,  payable  through  the 
offices  of  the  Second  and  Third  Auditors.  Instead 
of  "January,  1817,"  the  date  should  be  "July, 
1815."  The  item  should  also  be  amended  by  the 
addition  of  the  words  "in  addition  to  an  unex- 
pended balance  in  the  treasury  of  §3,201  45." 

The  item  was  amended  in  accordance  with  Mr. 
Vinton's  sugsjestions. 

Mr.  McKAY  then  proposed  to  add  the  following 
additional  sections  by  direction  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means: 

Sec.  .  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  no  pension  for  al- 
leged disahihty  eilher  in  the  army,  navy,  niiliti-i,  or  volun- 
teers, shall  1)K  allowed,  unless  the  application  for  the  same 
shall  have  been  presented  within  the  period  of  five  years 
from  the  time  the  disability  ocrnrred. 

Sec.  .  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  future  np- 
plications,  either  uniler  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  certain  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the 
Revolution,"  approved  May  15,  1828,  or  under  ihe  act  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  survivinir  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution,"  approved  June  7,  1832,  the  pay 
or  pension  which  may  he  allowed  under  said  acts  respect- 
ively, or  any  other  amendatory  of  the  same,  shall  commence 
only  from  the  completion  of  tlie  proof  in  each  case,  and  not 
from  the  time  specified  in  said  acts. 

Sec  .  ^nd  tie  it  further  enacted.  That  in  no  case  shall 
the  widow  or  child  or  children  of  a  pensioner  who  may  under 
any  law  be  entitled  to  a  pension,  or  part  of  a  pension,  receive 
more  than  at  ihe  rate  allowed  to  the  pensioner  in  his  life- 
lime;  nor  shall  the  pension  allowed  he  increased  in  any 
case  after  the  death  of  a  pensioner,  if  the  death  shall  have 
been  made  known  at  tlie  Pension  Office. 

Mr.  McKAY  recapitulated  the  various  provis- 
ions of  his  amendment,  and  urged  them  on  the 
atlention-of  the  committee. 

Mr.  STANTON  opposed  the  amendment,  in 
part  on  the  ground  that  the  Pension  Office  was  so 
extremely  strict  in  its  construction' of  all  pension 
laws,  that  it  was  less  likely  to  allow  pensions 
under  the  law  as  it  now  stood  than  if  it  should  be 
amended  as  now  proposed.  There  were  many 
cases  where  individuals  were  entitled  to  draw  pen- 
sions as  invalids  who  abstained  from  making 
application  for  them  because  their  circumstances 
were  not  such  as  to  oblige  them  to  apply,  and  they 
postponed  it  until  necessity  should  compel  them. 
And,  moreover,  it  often  might  happen  that  an  in- 
jury was  incurred  in  the  service  which  did  not 
develop  itself  until  Ihe  decline  of  life.  He  thought 
the  provision  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  was  likely  to  increase  the  difficul- 
ties it  was  designed  to  remedy. 

Mr. TOMPKINS  had  no  objection  tourge  against 
any  of  the  amcndmenls  which  had  been  staled  by 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  except  the  first. 
The  restriction  therein  contained  was  in  the  nature 
of  a  statute  of  limitation.  Did  it  mean  to  operate 
prospectively,  so  that  applications  must  be  made 
within  five  years  from  this  time;  or  did  it  apply  to 
cases  where  the  disability  had  existed  already  for 
five  years?  The  courts  decided  that  no  statute  of 
limitation  should  be  retrospective  in  its  application, 
but  should  in  all  cases  operate  only  from  the  date 
of  the  law.  If  the  amendment  was  intended  to  ap- 
ply to  cases  where  application  might  be  made  at 
any  lime  within  five  years  from4he  present  time, 
Mr.  T.  would  have  no  objections  to  it;  but  if  it  was 
intended  to  exclude  all  from  applying  now  and 
hereafter  who  had  already  sufiered  five  years  to 
run  without  applying  for  their  pension  after  disa- 
bility hadaclually  occurred,  heshould  be  decidedly 
opposed  to  it.  It  would  in  that  case  have  the  nature 
of  an  cxpostfaclo  law. 

Many  men  had  become  disabled  in  the  cause  of 
their  country  who  were  nevertheless  men  of  some 
substance,  and  patriotic  pride  held  them  back  from 
applying  for  the  bounty  of  the  Government  so  long 
as  their  circumstances  would  permit  them  to  get 
along  withoui  it;  but  the  vicissitudes  of  life  strip- 
ped them  of  their  means,  and  sheer  necessity  com- 
pelled them  at  length  to  apply:  oughtsuch  persons 
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to  be  excluded  from  the  benefits  of  the  law  because 
they  struggled  on  for  five  years  without  making 
application  ?  Not  suspecting-  that  a  law  would  be 
passed  to  limit  the  time  during  which  they  might 
apply,  they  would,  without  fault  of  theirs,  be  de- 
prived of  the  bounty  their  country  designed  they 
should  enjoy,  and  this  without  previous  notice  or 
warning.  xVIr.  T.  would  ask  if  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  was  certain  such  would  not  be  the 
operation  of  his  amendment? 

Mr.  JVIcKAY  said  it  was  far  from  his  intention 
to  give  the  law  an  operation  of  that  kind,  and  to 
prevent  it  he  was  willing  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  McK.  thereupon  modified  the  first  section 
of  his  amendment  by  striking  out  the  words  "  from 
the  time  the  disability  arose,"  and  inserting  "  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  within  five 
years  after  any  such  disability  which  may  arise 
from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act." 

Mr.  VAN  DYKE  did  not  see  how  the  modifi- 
cation removed  the  difficulty.  The  law  would  be 
a  statute  of  limitation  for  all  future  time,  and  such 
an  one  as  he  was  unwilling  to  advocate.  He  re- 
lated a  recent  case  where  a  soldier  deprived'of  an 
eyftand  a  leg  had  still  energy  and  resolution  enough 
to  earn  his  own  bread  for  thirty  years,  but  was  now 
old  and  in  adversity.  Men  of  resolution  and  of 
patriotic  pride  might  often  delay  making  applica- 
tion for  more  than  five  years  after  disability  actually 
occurred;  many  were  ignorant,  and  might  remain 
for  that  time  and  longer  unapprised  that  they  were 
entitled  to  receive  any  pension:  ought  such  to  be 
cutoff? 

Mr.  COCKE  concurred  in  the  propriety  of  the 
amendment, especially  as  it  had  now  been  modified. 
It  was  high  time  Congress  should  take  some  legis- 
lation on  "this  subject.  The  Commissioner  of  Pen- 
sions had  long  been  desirous  of  some  provision 
against  the  payment  of  such  large  sums  as  were 
now  drawn  from  the  Government  every  year  for 
back  pay.  Mr.  C.  should  not  so  much  object  to 
it  if  the  money  went  to  the  sufferer  himself,  but 
everybody  knew  that  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten  it  fell 
into  the  hands  of  harpies  who  were  ever  on  the 
watch  to  make  a  gain  of  the  miseries  and  the  want 
of  knowledge  of  better  men  than  themselves.  These 
money  sharks  got  it  nearly  all. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see was  und.er  a  great  misapprehension  if  he  sup- 
posed the  amendment  applied  to  pensions  of  every 
description:  it  had  respect  to  one  class  only,  the 
invalid  pensioners. 

Mr.  STANTON  said  that  that  was  the  most 
meritorious  class  of  all. 

Mr.  COCKE  again  expressed  his  assent  to  the 
first  section  of  the  proposed  amendment:  it  only 
gave  notice  to  such  as  might  have  long  been  enti- 
tled to,  but  did  not  claim  their  pensions,  that  if,  for 
five  years  longer,  they  failed  to  make  application, 
their  claim  would  be  barred. 

Mr.  STANTON  again  referred  to  the  case  of 
men  withheld  by  pride  till  poverty  compelled  them 
to  apply. 

Mr.  COCKE  believed  that  such  cases  were  ex- 
tremely rare;  and  if  any  extreme  cases  should 
occur,  Congress  would  provide  for  them  by  special 
act. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  opposed  the  aniend- 
ment,  as  not  likely  to  effect  the  object  for  which  it 
was  intended.  Disability  did  not  always  appear 
as  soon  as  a  wound  was  received,  but  often  not  till 
long  afterward;  and  the  strict  construction  at  the 
Pension  Office  might  exclude  very  meritorious  and 
patriotic  men  from  the  benefits  intended  by  the 
law.  Pensions  were  now  paid,  not  from  the  time 
of  the  wound  or  the  time  of  the  disability,  but 
from  the  date  of  completing  the  proof. 

After  some  further  conversation — 

Mr.  JONES  moved  an  amendment,  which  pro- 
posed to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  Mr.  McKay's 
amendment,  and  insert: 

"That,  upon  the  application  of  the  widow  of  a  revnlu- 
tioniiry  soldier  for  a  ptnsioii,  no  furtlii^r  prootof  tlie  services 
of  the  husbiuul  sliall  be;  icqnired  of  the  widow,  if  her  hus- 
band received  a  pension  in  his  lifetime." 

Mr.  J.  maintained  that  if  the  proof  was  valid 
for  the  man,  it  ought  to  be  deemed  sufficient  for 
his  widow.  To  require  her  to  establish  her  claim 
anew  by  reference  to  documents,  was  a  hfirdship 
to  which  she  ought  not  to  be  exposed.  He  re- 
ferred to  a  case  in'North  Carolina,  where  a  clerk, 
who  held  the  records  from  which  such  proof  was 
to  be  drawn,  would  not  examine  them  for  a  poor 


widow  under  a  fee  of  five  dollars,  which  was  often 
more  than  she  could  pay.  . 

Mr.  McClelland  was  opposed  to  all  restric- 
tions in  our  pension  laws;  he  would  rather  extend 
than  restrict  them.  As  to  this  amendment,  it 
would  in  practice  defeat  its  own  object,  if  that 
object  was  to  give  less  money  in  pensions.  It 
would  operate  as  a  warning  to  all  who  had  any 
legal  claim  to  come  forward  and  present  it  at  once, 
lest  it  should  be  barred  altogether.  Many  who 
might  not  have  applied  at  all,  would  be  led  by 
such  a  notice  to  apply,  lest  they  should  hereafter 
be  cut  off. 

Mr.  BARROW  here  moved  that  the  committee 
rise;  which  prevailing,  the  committee  rose,  and 

The  House  adjourned. 


PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  presented 
under  llie  rule,  and  relerred: 

By  Mr.  FKEEIJLEY:  Two  petitionsfor  a  new  mail  route 
from  West  Philadul|iliia,  by  Kellysville,Lobb's  Store,  Spring- 
field, llo:-e  Tree,  and  Bisbop-s  Works,  to  Uowellville,  in  the 
county  of  Uel.iwaie,  Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusells  :  The  petitions  of  Increase 
S.  Hill  and  i40  others,  of  Aiidover,  and  Daniel  F.  Piatt  and 
123  others,  of  Reading,  for  cheap  and  uniform  postage.  Also, 
of  iSamuel  Porter  and  b5  others,  of  Beverly,  for  a  sprcilic 
duty  on  imparted  fi^h,  and  the  same  rate  as  by  tariftof  1842. 
AlisO,  of  Susannah  Kimball,  of  Ipswich,  for  pensioii  for  rev- 
olutionary service  of  her  late  hu^band. 

By  Mr.  TWEEDY:  The  petition  of  Ebenezer  Giles  and 
42  others,  of  Jetterson  county,  Wisconsin,  for  the  extension 
of  the  time  of  proof  and  payment  to  settlers  on  public  lands 
to  lour  years. 

By  iVir.  BAEROW  :  The  petition  of  the  heirs  of  Jonathan 
Faire  for  arrears  of  pension. 

By  Mr.  EDWARDS  :  The  memorial  and  petition  of  the 
physiciiiiis,  druggists,  and  many  citizens  of  Alexandria,  Vir- 
guua,  praying  fur  the  passage  of  an  act  preventing  the  im- 
portation of  adulterated  drugs,  chemicals,  and  medicinal 
prep;uations  used  as  medicine. 

By  Mr.  MACLAY  :  The  memorial  of  B.  Bates  and  others, 
citizens  of  tlie  United  States,  in  favor  of  the  reduction  of 
the  present  rates  of  postage  on  letters,  and  tlie  free  delivery 
of  letters  and  newspapers  in  the  principal  cities. 

By  Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Ohio:  The  applications  of  Mrs. 
Dorothy  .Mead,  Mrs.  Barbara  Baughman,  and  Mrs.  Abigail 
Williams,  tor  arrearages  of  pay  and  pensions. 

By  Mr.  PALFREY  :  The  petition  of  Convers  Francis  and 
2,9i(>i  others,  ministers  and  laymen  of  the  Unitarian  denonii- 
uation,  praying  Congress  to  lake  measures  for  putting  a  stop 
to  the  war.  Also,  of  A.  G.  Stevens  and  others,  of  Erie 
county.  New  York,  praying  lor  the  repeal  of  the  law  of  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1793,  respecting  fugitive  slaves.  Also,  of  Stephen 
Pope  and  others,oi  Marlborough,  Massachusetts,  praying  for 
redress  of  grievances  in  relation  to  the  ill-treatment  of  free 
citizens  of  Massachusetts  by  South  Carolina,  Louisiana, 
and  other  slaveholding  States.  Also,  of  H.  D.  Pinney  and 
44  others,  citizens  of  Tioga  county.  State  of  New  York, 
praying  for  provision  for  the  better  observance  of  the  lUth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent.  Al=o,  of  Elisha  Hutchinson 
and  38  others,  of  Haverhill,  Massachusetts,  praying  for  a 
peaceable  division  of  the  United  States.  Also,  of  11.  B.  Lit- 
tle and  24  others,  of  Montrose,  Pennsjlvania,  praying  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  against 
the  extension  of  the  same  into  territory  now  free.  Also, 
the  petition  of  Ebenezer  C.  Hinckley  and  5(5  others,  of  Car- 
mel,  Maine,  praying  that  a  committee  may  be  raised  to  in- 
quire and  report,  fur  the  public  information,  whether,  and 
by  what  laws,  the  slave  trade  e.\istsin  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. Also,  of  John  Needles  and  30  others,  of  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  praying  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  the  protection  of  all  persons  therein 
in  their  inalienable  rights.  Also,  of  G.  W.  F.  Miller  and 
723  others,  praying  for  fuither  protection  to  the  persons  and 
liberty  of  American  citizens.  Also,  of  N.  Fiske  and  136 
others,  of  Levant,  Maine,  praying  for  a  law  prohibiting  the 
acquisition  of  new  territory,  unless  domestic  slavery  be  ex- 
cluded therefrom.  Also,  from  the  same  and  132  others,  for 
the  prohibition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  anji  the  Territories.  Also,  from  the  same  and 
129  others,  praying  for  a  prohibition  of  the  domestic  com- 
merce in  slaves.  Also,  from  the  same  and  1.33  others,  pray- 
ing lor  the  emancipation  of  certain  negroes  sold  on  account 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  a  law  prohibiting  any  similar 
sales  in  future,  and  the  holding  of  slaves  by  officers  of  the 
General  Government.  Also,  from  the  same  and  129  ethers, 
praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  law  of  February  12, 1793,  respect- 
ing fugitive  slaves.  Also,  fiom  the  same  and  83  others,  pray- 
ing for  acommiitee  to  report  information  respecting  the  slave 
trade  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Also,  from  E.  Loud  and 
3U  others,  of  Plymouth,  Maine,  praying  for  a  connnittee  to 
report  information  respecting  the  slave  trade  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.  Also,  of  Jcjhn  Bailey  and  739  others,  of  New 
Bedford,  Massachusetts,  praying  for  the  protection  of  colored 
seanien  when  visiting  southern  ports.  Also,  from  H.  M. 
Twining,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  71  others,  praying  Congress 
to  devise  some  plan  for  the  immediate  and  peaceful  dissolu- 
tion of  the  American  Union.  Also,  of  John  W.  Davis  and 
30  others,  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  such  changes  of  the 
Constitution  and  laws  as  will  abolish  slavery  tliKuighont  the 
country.  Also,  of  James  Adamson  and  165  others,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  lor  the  abolition  of  slavery  throughout  the 
Union.  Also,  of  Thomas  Shortlidge  and  3t)0lhers,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, lor  the  abolition  of  slavery  throughout  the  Union. 
Also,  of  Joshua  Pickering  and  10  others,  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  throughout  the  Union. 
Also,  of  Emily  Pickering  and  7  others,  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  for  a  peaceful  dissolution  of  the  Union.  Also,  of 
Josiah  Uond  and  18  others,  of  the  same  State,  for  the  same 
object.  Also,  of  Moiris  Fussell  and  6  others,  of  the  same 
State,  for  the  same  object.     AUo,  of  Robert  Laniborn  and 


17  others,  of  the  same  State,  for  the  same  object.  Also,  of 
Barclay  Ivins  and  30  others,  of  the  same  State,  for  the  same 
object.  Also,  of  Caleb  P.  Way  and  35  others,  of  the  same 
State,  for  the  same  object.  Also,  of  Aaron  Kirk  and  33 
others,  of  the  same  State,  for  the  same  object. 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois;  The  petition  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  citizens  of  Madison  and  other  counties,  praying  the 
establishinentof  a  mail  route  from  Greenville,  in  Bond  coun- 
ty, to  Staunton,  in  Macoupin  comity. 

By  Mr.  WENTWORTIl :  The  petition  of  citizens  of 
Plainfield,  for  the  extension  of  the  present  mail  route  from 
Ottawa  to  Cass,  through  to  Chicaio,  via  Flag  Creek  and 
Lyons;  and  also  for  the  increase  of  the  trips  from  weekly 
to  tri-weeklv. 

By  Mr.  FEATHERSTON :  Notice  of  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  and  require  certain  illegal  entries  of  the 
public  lands  of  the  United  States  at  the  land  office  at  Colum- 
bus, in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  to  be  cancelled,  and  for  other 
purposes." 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  May  11,  1848. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia  city  and  county,  asking  that 
a  territory  may  be  set  apart  for  the  concentration, 
civilization,  and  preservation  of  the  varioiis  Indian 
tribes;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  asking  a  reduc- 
tion of  postage  on  letters  and  newspapers;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Comimiltee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Clinton,  Franklin,  and  St.  Lawrence  coun- 
ties. New  York,  askingfor  the  removal  of  the  port 
of  entry  from  Plattsburg  to  Rouse's  Point;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  Simpson  and  Logan  counties,  Kentucky, 
asking  a  mail  route  from  Franklin,  in  that  Slate, 
to  Springfield,  Tennessee;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHISON,  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  were  discharged  froin  the  further 
consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Patrick  Marrau- 
lette. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial  of  Jaines 
Wilkins, 

APPOINTMENTS  "WITHHELD  FROM   SENATE. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland, 
in  relation  to  the  call  for  names  of  officers  not  sent 
in  to  the  Senate  for  confirmation,  came  up  for  con- 
sideration; when — 

Mr.  JOHNSON  stated  that  he  felt  too  much  in- 
disposed to  pursue  the  subject,  and,  if  it  would  be 
agreeable  to  the  Senate,  he  would  prefer  that  it 
be  postponed  until  to-morrow;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

The  resolution  submitted  some  days  since  by 
Mr.  B.\DGER  to  rescind  a  resolution  appointing  a 
messenger  for  the  ante-room  of  the  Senate  Cham- 
ber, came  up  in  its  order  but. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  was,  by  common 
consent,  informally  passed  over. 

Several  adverse  reports  of  committees  on  private 
claims  were  concurred  in. 

OCCUPATION  OF  YUCATAN. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  special  order,  being 
the  bill  to  enable  the  President  to  take  temporary 
military  occupation  of  Yucatan. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  expressed  his  in- 
tention not  to  confine  himself  to  the  question  of  the 
amendment,  but  (to  go  generally  into  the  subject 
under  discussion. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  some 
short  time  ago,  stating  that  the  subject  was  of  such 
great  and  pressing  itnportance  as  to  permit  no  de- 
lay in  the  action  of  the  legislative  branch.  The 
result  was  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate.  He  felt 
greatly  obliged  to  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina'for  bringing  this  message  so  promptly  to  the 
attention  of  the  Senate.  It  appeared,  from  what 
had  subsequently  occurred,  that  the  ground  of  hu- 
manity, originally  taken,  had  been  entirely  aban- 
doned. From  the  candid  avowal  of  the  chairman 
of  Foreign  Relations,  and  of  the  Senator  from 
Michigan,  it  would  appear  that  we  are  called  on  to 
take  possession  of  Yucatan,  because  it  would  be 
unsafe  in  the  hands  of  any  other  Government.  In 
this  view,  therefore,  he  was  about  to  discuss  the 

bill.  '  ,  ,     o 

The  representations  made  to  the  Senate  aie,  Uiat 
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the  people  of  Yucatan  are  divided,  and  that  one 
portion  cannot  sustain  itself  against  the  majority. 
It  is  said  tiiat  this  is  a  war  of  races.  This  he  de- 
nied. It  was  an  assumption  not  borne  out  by  the 
documents  which  had  been  laid  on  the  tables  of 
Senators.  An  officer  in  the  navy,  Mr.  McKenney, 
estimates  that  about  120,000  Indians  are  engaged 
in  this  war.  Out  of  at  least  500,000,  which  is  the 
minimum  amount  of  the  Indians„aboul  one  quar- 
ter only  is  engaged  in  the  war.  Therefore  it  is  not 
a  war  of  races.  The  mixed  race,  it  is  worthy  of 
remark,  have  all  joined  the  Indians.  What  wrongs 
have  been  committed  to  provoke  the  Indians  to 
this  war.'  He  called  attention  to  the  fact,  that 
t'.iese  Indians  took  the  field  when  their  country  was 
invaded  by  Mexico,  and  defeated  Ampudia.  They 
were  therefore  a  brave  people.  They  were  then 
promised  a  remission  of  the  capitation  tax,  which 
oppressed  them  severely.  But-  this  promise  was 
violated,  and  thus  commenced  the  war 

The  Yucatanese,  on  the  other  hand,  are  repre- 
sented as  weak,  cowardly,  hel[)less.  Our  officers 
seem  thus  to  consider  them  in  their  letters.  Part 
of  them  deserted  their  army  in  the  hour  of  need. 
Instead  of  being  a  contest  of  races,  one  of  our  offi- 
cers describes  it  as  a  war  of  parties.  And  we  are 
called  on  to  assist  in  exterminating  these  Indians, 
who,  in  the  time  of  danger,  drove  back  the  inva- 
ders of  their  country.  He  thought  it  unjust  to 
charge  upon  these  people  that  they  are  savages. 
They  have  been  admitted  to  all  the  political  rights 
of  other  citizens;  they  have  a  right  to  all  the  priv- 
ileges which  belong  to  the  Yucatanese.  They  were 
not  wanderers,  living  by  hunting,  predatory,  but 
subsisted  on  the  soil,  made  fruitful  by  their  labor. 

It  is  proposed  to  take  temporary  occupation  of 
this  country.  What  was  meant  by  temporary  oc- 
cupation .'  We  are  told  that  it  is  intended  to  hold 
occupation  until  Mexico  shall  be  able  and  willing 
to  protect  them.  This  was  not  likely  to  be  the 
case;  and  why  should  we  not  as  well  strike  out  of 
these  papers  the  word  "  temporary,"  and  insert 
"continuous  and  permanent"  occupation.'  The 
people  of  Yucatan  want  us  to  protect  them  against 
Mexico.     This  is  what  they  want. 

He  was  gratified  that  the  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan had  discussed  this  question  on  the  true  ground. 
It  was  a  question  of  annexation.  How  was  Tex- 
as admitted.'  She  had  for  seven  years  maintained 
herself  in  an  independent  position,  and  was  there- 
fore in  a  condition  to  enter  into  any  arrangement 
for  annexing  herself  to  what  country  she  pleased. 

That  Yucatan  was  in  a  state  of  war  with  Mexi- 
co, he  did  not  say;  she  perhaps  held  a  neutral  char-  i 
acter.  She  had  not  been  always  consistent  in  her 
course,  having  at  one  time  allied  herself  to  Santa 
Anna.  She  is  now  in  a  state  of  rebellion  against 
Mexico. 

He  replied  to  some  of  the  views  of  the  Senator 
from  Michi;;an,  [Mr.  Cass,]  as  to  the  glory  we 
hadacc[uh'td  by  the  war  with  Mexico — views  which 
he  charged  as  having  been  thrown  out  without  a 
true  conception  of  the  genius  and  prof>er  end  of 
our  institutions.  Glory  and  fame  might  be  very 
legitimate  objects  of  pursuit  in  a  monarchy,  but 
they  ought  to  be  considered  in  a  republic  as  sub- 
ordinate to  the  convictions  of  men  as  to  the  true 
interests  of  their  country.  What  were  all  the  wars 
which  had  I'avaged  the  world  from  ihedaysof  Alex- 
antler,  in  their  progress  and  their  results,  compared 
with  the  silent,  wholesome,  ed'eclual  operations  of 
peace?  Let  any  one  wlio  had  but  now  looked  at 
Austria,  and  had  seen  the  mere  volition  of  popular 
will  crumbling  a  throne  into  dust, contrast  this  with 
the  glories  of  war.  He  iinphncd  the  Senate  to 
j)ause  before,  under  the  name  of  a  republic,  it  per- 
petrated outrages  which  would  not  only  bring  a 
Biain  on  its  name,  but  a  disgrace  on  its  principles. 
As  lo  the  fame  acquired  by  our  troops,  who  ever 
doubted  that  our  citizens  would  conduct  themselves 
bravely  in  a  good  cause.' 

The  position,  and  [,ower,  and  glory  of  England, 
were  held  up  to  us  to  intimidate  us  into  hasty  ac- 
tion on  this  question.  lie  had  looked  over  the 
history  of  England;  he  was  familiar  with  her  move- 
ments, her  greatness,  her  territorial  a<;n;randize- 
ment;  but,  whenever  she  contcm[ilaied  any  aggres- 
sion.s,  she  always  looked  out  for  some  specious 
pretext  in  which  she  found  something  like  a  justi- 
fication of  her  course.  When  England  placed  her 
fool  in  India,  it  was  becau.se  she  interfered  to  help 
the  weak  against  the  strong;  and,  like  Home, 
wherever  she  once  planted  her  foot,  she  never  look 
it  up  again.     And  what  was  the  reply  of  England, 


when  she  was  remonstrated  with  by  the  oppressed 
people? — we  have  given  you  firmer  protection,  a 
better  government,  a  greater  extent  of  liberty  than 
you  possessed  before. 

We  are  adopting  a  similar  course,  violating  the 
right  of  intervention,  not  permitting:  others  to  en- 
joy the  right  of  judging  for  themselves,  so  long  as 
they  do  not  interfere  with  others. 

It  has  been  said  that  if  we  do  not  take  posses- 
sion of  Yucatan  some  other  government  will.  To 
prevent  this,  we  are  to  interfere.  In  the  documents 
or  the  letters  there  are  some  facts  stated  to  show 
that  it  is  the  intention  of  England  to  interfere.  His 
friend  from  South  Carolina  had  stated  that  these 
are  not  facts;  that  there  is  no  ground  for  such 
statements.  They  are  not  facts;  they  are  merely 
suggestion-s — insinuations — certainly  nothing  like 
facts.  We  had  been  told  the  same  story  in  rela- 
tion to  Texas;  yet  it  had  been  since  admitted  that 
all  this  was  mere  humbug — diplomatic  humbug. 
AVhen  his  friend  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Johnson] 
referred,  a  day  or  two  ago,  to  a  declaration  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Texas  [Mr.  Houston]  in  a 
speech  at  New  Orleans,  or  somewhere  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi, in  which  he  asserted  that  a  little  coquetry 
had  been  practised,  the  Senator  from  Texas,  it 
is  true,  had  disavowed  it;  but,  in  his  explanation, 
he  had  admitted  that  there  was  a  little  diplomatic 
impudence  played  off. 

It  had  been  said  that  England  had  sent  troops 
into  Yucatan,  and  that  Spain  had  also  taken  part 
in  the  contest.  In  that  case,  our  interference  may 
result  in  bringing  us  in  conflict  with  one  or  both 
of  these  Powers.  The  Senator  from  Michigan  (if 
in  his  place)  might  say  that  these  were  the  acts  of 
colonies,  and  that  the  veritable  Great  Britain  and 
Spain  had  done  nothing.  But  he  believed  that  the 
acts  of  the  colonies  would  be  sanctioned  by  the 
mother  country,  and  then  the  aspect  would  be 
threatening. 

As  to  the  charge  that  Great  Britain  furnished 
arms  to  the  Indians,  he  stated,  that  it  appeared  in 
the  documents  that  these  arms  were  freely  oflfered 
to  the  other  side  as  well  as  the  Indians.  So  it  was 
evident  this  supplying  of  arms  was  a  mere  trans- 
action of  trade. 

On  the  subject  of  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Monroe 
he  made  some  remarks,  to  show  that  the  views  of 
Mr.  Polk,  at  the  period  when  the  Panama  mission 
was  under  consideration,  were  not  similar  to  what 
they  are  now  represented  by  his  friends  to  be.  He 
gave  a  brief  history  of  the  nominations  of  minis- 
ters to  Panama,  and  the  debate  to  which  they  fjave 
rise.  The  object  of  that  Congress  was  not  to  call 
in  bayonets  and  swords  and  military  array,  but  to 
wield  only  the  moral  power  of  united  opinion.  Yet 
it  was  contended  that  this  Congress  was  a  fearful 
source  of  danger  to  our  country;  that  we  ought  to 
conform  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Father  of  his 
Country  to  avoid  entangling  alliances;  and  the  res- 
olutions .submitted  in  the  House  apprehended  a 
breach  of  our  neutral  engagements  with  Spain  and 
other  countries,  and  miglit  involve  us  in  the  danger 
of  war.  He  quoted  from  the  speech  of  Mr.  Polk  on 
that  occasion,  to  show  that  he  was  then  opposed 
to  making  comVnon  cause  with  the  republics  of  the 
South;  and  that  self- preservation  was  the  first  law 
of  nature.  Such  was  the  language  of  the  Presi- 
dent when  he  opposed  the  Panama  mission. 

He  expressed  doubts  as  to  the  feffect  of  this 
measure  on  the  treaty  now  pending  with  Mexico. 
Some  who  were  opposed  to  the  treaty  would  rather 
rejoice  at  such  a  result  as  its  violation  would  pro- 
duce. An  expedition  to  Yucatan,  undertaken  un- 
der an  invitation  from  her,  in  which  she  looks  to 
annexation  with  the  United  States  as  a  remunera- 
tion, would  be  as  likely  to  lead  to  war  as  was  the 
annexation  of  Texas.  We  might  thus,  in  addi- 
tion to  a  war  with  England  and  Spain,  have  a 
renewed  war  with  Mexico  on  our  hands.  He 
reminded  the  Senate,  that  when  the  treaty  with 
Mexico  was  received  at  Washington,  the  Yucatan 
commissioner  presented  a  protest  against  any  treaty 
which  did  not  include  a  [)rotection  for  Yucatan. 
It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  Yucatan  feels  a  great 
interest  in  the  defeat  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico, 
and  will  not  hesitate  to  adopt  a  course  which  might 
lead  lo  its  defeat. 

lie  was  (li.-jfjoscd  lo  do  a  great  deal  for  humanity; 
but  he  could  not  bring  himself  to  sanction  a  meas- 
ure of  such  doubtful  and  dangerous  import  as  this 
was  now  urged  on  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MILLER  obtained  the  floor;  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

'Friday,  JUay  12,  1843. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
vi-hich  the  bill  of  the  Senate  in  amendment  of  an 
act  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  'An 
act  to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage,  lo  limit  the  use 
and  correct  the  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege,  and 
for  the  prevention  of  frauds  on  the  revenues  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,'"  passed  March  3,  1845, 
was  yesterday  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.     Agreed  lo. 

The  bill  being  now  before  the  House,  the  ques- 
tion was  put  on  its  passage,  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  and  the  bill  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FEATHERSTON,  by  leave,  introduced  a 
bill,  of  which  previous  notice  had  been  given,  to 
authorize  and  require  certain  illegal  entries  of  the 
public  lands  at  the  land  office  in  Columbus,  Mis- 
sissippi, to  be  cancelled,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

PRIVATE  CALENDAR. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL, 
of  Connecticut,  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  private  calendar,  (Mr.  Cabell, 
of  Florida,  in  the  chair.) 

The  first  bill  on  the  calendar  for  the  consideration 
of  the  committee  was  the  bill  for  settling  the  claim 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Richard  W.  Meade, 

cl6C6£lS6U. 

The  debate  was  resumed  by  Mr.  WOODWARD, 
who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  and  was  continued 
by  Messrs.  LINCOLN,  McLANE,  and  MAR- 
VIN, each  of  whom  were  frequently  interrupted 
in  their  remarks  for  explanations. 

At  the  heretofore  appointed  hour  the  fall  of  the 
Chairman's  hammer  announced  the  close  of  the 
debate. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  asked  to  be  allowed  the 
privilege,  under  the  rule,  of  closing  the  debate;  and 
after  suggestions  from  various  members,  and  a  brief 
explanation  by  Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  who  re- 
ported the  bill,  the  amendment  which  was  moved 
some  time  since  by  Mr.  Duer,  to  be  added  at  the 
end  of  the  first  section,  was  read,  as  follows: 

"  Proviiled,  howeccr,  That  the  said  olBt-ers  sliail  not  be 
bouml  by,  nor  regard  as  evidi^ncc,  the  liquidation  and  f  ettle- 
nient  of  said  claim  made  by  the  Spanisli  Government." 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  the  words,  "nor  regard 
as  evidence." 

Mr.  I.  availed  himself  of  the  five  minutes  allowed 
by  the  rules  to  explain  his  amendment. 

The  amendment  lo  the  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  Duer's  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  a  preamble  and  an  additional  section  requi- 
ring the  legal  representatives  to  advertise  in  the  two 
principal  newspapersof  Washington,  once  a  month 
for  six  months,  the  act  of  Congress  for  their  relief, 
together  with  a  notice  requiring  all  persons  claim- 
ing to  be  principals  or  representatives  of  those  for 
whom  said  Meade  acted  as  agent  on  account  of 
claims  against  Spain,  included  in  the  act,  to  appear 
and  prove  their  claims,  and  to  receive  the  sums  to 
which  they  may  be  found  to  be  entitled,  abating; 
commissions  for  services  of  said  Meade,  under 
agreement  or  arrangement  with  any  of  the  parlies; 
or,  in  case  of  no  agreement,  such  sum  as  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  treasury  may  deem  just 
for  the  expense  and  trouble  incurred  by  said  Meade 
and  his  legal  representatives  in  the  prosecution  of 
said  ^claims;  and  no  money  due  said  Meade  as 
agent  to  be  paid  by  the  legal  representatives  be- 
yond the  commissions  Meade  would  have  been 
entitled  to  as  agent,  &c. 

Mr.  A.,  under  the  fivc-minules  rule,  explained 
liis  amendment. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  all  after  the 
enacting  words  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  H.,  after  making  a  few  remarks  strongly  in 
favor  of  the  claim,  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  PUTNAM  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Atkin- 
son's amendment  by  striking  out  all  thereof,  and 
inserting  a  section  very  nearly  in  substance  the 
same  as  the  amendment  of  Mr.  A.  It  was  rejected. 

Mr.  feAUFiMAN  said,  in  order  to  test  the  sense 
of  the  committee,  he  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

"Provhicil,  Tlint  no  money  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  treas- 
ury by  virtue  of  thii  act." 
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Mr.  GAYLE  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  The 
amendment  was  equivalent  to  a  rejection  of  tiie 
bill,  and  the  committee  could  not  reject  a  bill. 

The  CHAIR  sustained  the  point  of  order,  and 
ruled  the  amendment  out  of  order. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Mi.ssouri,  moved  to  amend  the 
preamble  by  changing  tiie  word  "appears,"  after 
the  words  "  whereas  it,"  to  "is  said."  It  would 
then  read:  "  Whereas  it  is  said,"  &c. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  accepted  the  amendment  as  a 
modification. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Atkinson,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  Flouse,  with  amendments. 

Mr.  BAIIRINGER  moved  tlie  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  McKAY moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table; 
which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  118, 
nays  38. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  May  12,  1848. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives informing  the  Senate  that  the  House 
had  passed  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Wisconsin  into  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr  DOUGLAS,  the  bill  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Territories. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Department  of  State, 
made  in  compliance  with  a  report  by  resolution  of 
the  Senate  of  2d  February  last,  referring  the  me- 
morial of  A.  A.  Frasier  and  Alvin  Baker,  claiming 
indemnity  for  the  illegal  capture  by  a  British  cruiser 
of  the  American  brig  Douglass. 

On  iTiotion  of  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  the  message 
was  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

[The  Secretary  states  that  the  claim  had  been 
urged  against  the  British  Government,  in  behalf 
of  the  claimants,  before  he  came  into  office,  but 
had  been  since  abandoned;  that  he  could  notj  con- 
sistently with  his  other  duties,  give  the  subject  that 
thorough  examination  he  could  have  desired.  He 
gives  an  explicit  opinion,  however,  that  the  vessel 
was  captured  and  detained  in  direct  violation  of  the 
laws  of  nations  and  the  right  of  the  American  flag; 
and  that  it  was  the  duty  of  this  Government  to  hold 
that  of  Great  Britain  responsible.  He  says  fur- 
ther, that,  whether  the  United  States,  by  abandon- 
ing the  claim  against  the  British  Government,  has 
rendered  itself  responsible,  he  does  not  feel  himself, 
under  the  resolution,  called  on  to  express  any  opin- 
ion; and  that  such  duty  more  appropriately  belongs 
to  the  Legislative  than  to  the  Executive  branch.] 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  presented  a  petition 
from  David  Hunt  and  Aylett  Buckner,  asking  to 
be  confirmed  in  the  entry  of  certain  public  lands; 
which  v/as  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  New  York,  asking  that  a  port  of  entry  may 
be  established  at  Rouse's  Point;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

BILLS   INTRODUCED  OK  LEAVE. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill 
granting  to  the  State  of  Iowa  the  right  of  way  and 
a  donation  of  public  lands  for  making  a  railroad 
connecting  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  rivers; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  on  leave,  intro- 
duced a  bill  to  amend  the  act  approved  17lh  June, 
1844,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  land  claims  within  the  States  of  Missouri, 
Arkansas,  and  Louisiana,  and  in  those  parts  of  the 
States  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama  south  of  the  .SOih 
degree  of  north  latitude,  and  between  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Perdido  rivers;"  which  was  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

ALABAMA  CLAIM. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BAGLJ  Y,  the  priororders  were 
postponed,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  authorizing  payment  of  interest 
on  the  amount  advanced  by  the  State  of  Alabama 
to  the  General  Government  pending  the  Creek  hos- 
tilities, in  1836- '37. 


The  bill  having  been  explained  and  advocated 
by  Mr.  BAGBY,  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Pearce  was  agreed  to.  The  bill  was  then  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  was,  by  unanimous  consent, 
subsequently  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

PENSIONS. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  asked  the  Senate 
to  take  up,  out  of  its  order,  Senate  bill  explanatory 
of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  raise,  for  a  limited 
time,  an  additional  military  force,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  approved  February  11,  1847.  Mr.  D. 
said  that  prompt  action  on  the  bill  became  neces- 
sary from  the  fact  that  decisions  under  the  act 
which  had  been  made  in  the  Pension  Office  conflict 
with  the  spirit  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was 
considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  committee  were  agreed 
to.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
was  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed. 

APPOINTMENTS  WITHHELD  FROM    SENATE. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  submit- 
ted by  him  some  time  since,  calling  on  the  Presi- 
dent to  know  if  there  were  any  officers  whose 
names  had  not  been  sent  in  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
firmation. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  suggested  that 
the  day  had  been  set  apart  for  the  consideration  of 
the  bills  on  the  private  calendar,  and  hoped  the 
Senator  would  consent  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  would  cheerfully 
do  so,  but  he  desired  to  go  away  that  day,  and 
hence  would  prefer  saying  what  he  had  to  say  at 
once. 

The  point  was  yielded  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of 
Louisiana,  and  the  resolution  taken  up,  which  is 
as  follows: 

Rcsolvei!,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  re- 
qiie?tud  to  inform  the  Seiuite  whether  any  officers  are  no* 
in  the  military  or  civil  service  of  the  United  St:ites,  under 
appointments  from  the  President,  which  have  not  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate;  and  it' til  ere  he  any  such  appoint- 
ments, that  he  stale  the  date  of  sueli  appointments,  and  why 
ilis  tliat  it  has  not  been  in  the  power  of  the  President  to 
submit  them  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  resumed  his  re- 
marks, commencing  with  a  reference  to  the  quasi 
usurpation  of  the  Executive  in  the  veto  of  the  river 
and  harbor  bill.  He  referred  to  the  course  of  the 
President,  while  a  member  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, advocating  similar  bills,  instead  of 
raising  constitutional  objections  to  them.  These 
measures  had  always  gone  on  without  interruption, 
as  connected  with  our  commercial  interests.  The 
power  to  pass  such  bills  was  conferred  by  the  Con- 
stitution, in  the  clause  relating  to  the  regulation  of 
commerce.  After  such  an  uninterrupted  construc- 
tion of  the  power,  it  appeared  very  e-xtraordinary 
that  a  new  construction  should  now  be  put  on  the 
same  words.  If  the  meaning  of  the  words  "  regu- 
late "  and  "commerce  "  had  remained  the  same, 
why  was  a  new  construction  to  be  given  them.  He 
comnjented  on  the  insufficiency  of  the  arguments 
by  which  a  distinction  between  salt  and  fresh  wa<ter 
was  made.  A  new  construction,  however,  had  been 
placed  on  the  words  by  the  present  Executive, 
who,  as  was  alleged  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  was 
not  likely  to  be  guilty  of  usurpation.  He  had  un- 
derstood the  Senator  from  Ohio  as  asserting  that 
the  tendency  to  usurpation  was  greater  in  the  Sen- 
ate and  in  the  House  of  Representatives  than  in  the 
President;  but  that  Senator  had  corrected  him,  and 
had  stated  that  he  had  been  misunderstood.  He 
(Mr.  J.)  had  thought  it  probable  that  this  conclu- 
sion had  been  brought  about  in  the  mind  of  that 
Senator  by  the  changed  aspect  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, the  party  character  of  which  Irad  been 
reversed.  The  present  House  was  composed  of 
representatives  fresh  from  the  people,  who  were  in- 
dignant at  the  course  of  the  President  in  interposing 
his  veto  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill. 

Another  instance  of  the  usurpation  of  the  Exec- 
utive was  to  be  found  in  the  veto  of  the  bill  for  the 
indemnity  of  our  citizens  for  losses  caused  by 
French  spoliations  previous  to  1800.  No  one 
doubts,  from  the  spirit  and  disposition  of  the  French 
people,  as  illustrated  by  the  recent  revolution,  that 
they  would  now  pay  these  claims,  had  they  not 
been  relinquished,  so  far  as  regards  the  rcs|)onsi- 
bility  of  France,  by  our  citizens.  He  adverted  to 
the  able  reports  and  unanswerable  speeches  made 


in  defence  of  this  bill,  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
most  distinguished  men,  by  the  brightest  intellects 
of  the  country.  The  bill,  which  at  various  times 
had  passed  the  one  or  the  other  House,  was  at 
length  passed  by  both  Houses;  and  having  received 
the  sanction  of  this  power,  which  represents  the 
intelligence  and  moral  feeling  of  the  people,  it  was 
sent  to  the  President.  He  returned  it  with  objec- 
tions founded  on  the  assumption  that  the  claims 
were  of  too  long  standing,  and  that  the  United 
States  were  not  bound  to  pay  them.  The  mode 
of  returning  the  bill  was  disrespectful  to  the  Senate, 
which  had  allowed  him  the  full  constitutional  time 
for  examination  and  reflection.  We  were  told, 
also,  that  we  had  become  involved  in  the  war,  and 
that  there  was  no  surplus  in  the  treasury.  We 
have  credit,  we  are  able  to  raise  money  to  pay 
armies,  but  we  cannot  find  means  to  pay  our  just 
debts.  Great  credit  was  given  to  the  President  by 
his  friends  for  this  veto. 

He  brought  forward  these  instances  to  show  the 
tendency  of  the  one-man  power  to  usurpation. 
The  Senator  from  Ohio  considered  the  granting 
charters  as  an  usurpation  on  tlie  part  of  Congress. 
Yet  the  charters  for  the  various  banks  were  all 
signed  by  the  President.  George  Washington, 
with  the  advice  of  all  his  Cabinet,  signetl  the 
charter  of  the  United  States  Bank.  James  P>lad- 
ison,  an  original  opponent,  retracted  the  opinion, 
and  sanctioned  the  renewal  of  the  charter.  General 
Jackson  had  to  pass  on  the  same  charter  which 
was  reported  by  you,  sir,  and  he  said  there  was 
no  difficulty  in  chartering  a  bank,  if  he  could  draw 
up  the  charter.  The  Supreme  Court,  with  Chief 
Justice  Marshall  at  its  head,  had  confirmed  the 
constitutionality  of  the  charter  of  the  bank.  Ohio 
resisted  the  proceedings  of  a  branch  of  the  bank 
within  her  territory,  and  this  brought  the  question 
again  before  the  Supreme  Court,  when  all  the 
authorities  were  examined,  and  it  again  resulted  in 
a  confirmation  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  bank 
and  its  acts. 

Referring  to  Mr.  Tyler's  veto,  he  characterized 
him  as  a  President  perse,  and  stated  that  his  objec- 
tion to  the  thing  was  as  to  the  name  by  which 
it  was  baptized:  he  would  have  been  satisfied  with 
it  under  the  name  of  fiscal  agent.  To  this  hour, 
Mr.  J.  stated  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  question  was  so  well  settled  that 
nothing  but  courtesy  could  induce  the  present 
Supreme  Court  ever  to  listen  to  an  argument  about 
it. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio  takes  the  ground  that 
the  President  truly  represents  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  we  do  not.  He  would  ask 
that  Senator,  whether,  if  the  course  taken  by  the 
President  in  reference  to  the  river  and  harbor  bill 
and  the  French  spoliations  had  been  shadowed  out 
to  the  people  beforehand,  he  would  ever  have  re- 
ceived thenominationorelection  to  the  Presidency  ? 
He  believed  the  President  had  no  objection  to  a 
reelection;  but  if  he  should  be  nominated,  it  would 
only  be  to  be  beaten.  There  was  one  will  he  would 
have  to  obey,  and  that  was  the  will  to  be  beaten. 

In  one  of  the  numbers  of  the  Federalist,  Alex- 
ander Hamilton  had  treated  as  the  wildest  fictions 
of  imagination  these  objections  to  this  veto  power, 
which  we  have  been  doomed  to  see  realized.  [Mr. 
J.  read  an  extract.]  Facts  had  proved  that  the 
President  might  assume  the  supercilious  pomp  of 
majesty,  and  yet  remain  the  idol  of  a  party.  The 
consequences  may  not  be  all  developed  in  one  day, 
but  they  must  follow;  and  it  may  yet  be  that  a 
diadem  may  sparkle  on  the  brow  of  an  Amer- 
ican President,  and  the  imperial  purple  may  flow 
in  his  train.  Man  is  man  the  world  over;  power 
is  power  the  world  over,  and  it  may  again  be  used 
as  it  has  been  before  u.sed. 

He  remarked  on  the  political  excrescences  which 
had  appeared  on  our  system  in  the  shape  of  con- 
ventions. Pie  called  them  so  without  reference 
to  one  party  more  than  another.  They  took  the 
business  out  of  the  hands  of  the  people,  in  order 
to  build  up  a  party  idol.  Out  of  the  twenty  mil- 
lions of  our  population,  not  ten  thousand  had  any 
share  in  the  getting  up  of  these  conventions.  He 
did  not  wish  to  say  anything  disrespectful;  but  he 
asked  what  Senator  on  the  other  side,  looking 
among  the  distinguished  of  his  party,  would  have 
selected  Mr.  Polk?  He  asked  if  the  Executive 
lash  had  not  been  applied  in  the  Senate,  and  if 
Senators  had  not  often  been  told  that  they  were 
lagging  behind  their  duty,  and  this  in  terms  ofl'en- 
sive  to  any  man  of  honor?     It  had  been  still  more 
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fiercely  applied  in  the' House.  And  when  some 
impiaciicables  insisted  on  offensive  measures — 
when  the  tea  and  coffee  tax  was  repudiated — the 
orjran  was  required  to  play,  discoursing  not  music, 
but  curses.  Patronage  was  also  wielded  in  favor 
of  those  who  yielded  to  tiie  wishes  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  ao;ainst  those  who  resisted  it. 

He  returned  to  his  resolution,  the  constitution- 
ality of  which  he  defended.  He  adverted  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  Senator  from  Ohio  had  spo- 
ken of  the  Supreme  Court.  He  asserted  that  it 
■was  never  intended  to  give  the  power  of  appoint- 
ment to  the  President  alone,  but  to  the  President 
and  Senate  conjointly.  In  case  of  vacancies  during 
the  recess,  the  President  has  the  right  to  fill  up — 
and  this  is  the  extent  of  the  power  intended  to  be 
conferred  on  him.  He  asked  if,  supposing  the 
practice  of  General  Washington  prevailed  now, 
and  Mr.  Polk  wa.5  seated  in  the  Senate  chair,  or 
by  the  side  of  it,  and  he  were  to  put  the  question 
to  him,  There  is  one  Gideon  J.  Pillow,  a  mighty 
man  of  war,  who  has  overthrown  armies  by  his 
prowess,  and  who  is  forced  to  herald  his  own  his- 
tory because  no  one  witnessed  his  achievements 
but  himself,  is  he  a  major  general  of  the  United 
States.'  Now,  he  merely  proposed  to  ask  by  res- 
olution what,  in  the  case  referred  to,  he  would 
have  orally  asked.  And  had  the  President  any 
more  right  to  be  offended  in  the  one  case  than  he 
would  have  had  in  the  other?  Why  was  not  Gid- 
eon J.  Pillow  sent  in?  Was  it  because  the  Presi- 
dent knew  he  would  be  rejected?  There  was 
General  Q.uitman,  too,  a  man  of  high  sense  of 
honor,  and  who  had  been  here,  holding  his  com- 
mission by  the  mere  will  of  the  President:  why 
had  not  his  name  been  sent  in  ?  Was  it  because 
he  was  in  bad  company?  There  was  also  General 
Gushing,  who  is  now  a  member  of  the  court  of 
inquiry  in  Mexico:  why  had  not  his  name  been 
sent  in?  He  would  suppose,  for  the  sake  of  ar- 
gument, that  the  nomination  of  this  general  had 
been  kept  back,  so  that,  by  his  present  depend- 
ence on  the  will  of  the  President,  he  may  be  led  to 
act  so  as  to  prejudice  the  case  of  the  gallant  gen- 
eral at  the  head  of  the  army. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution; 
and  as  so  much  time  had  been  occupied  on  this 
resolution,  he  moved  to  extend  the  order  relative 
to  the  private  calendar  so  as  to  include  to-morrow. 
,  Mr.  HANNEGAN  rose,  and  expressed  his  de- 
termination to  oppose  any  such  motion.  It  was 
his  intention  to  call  up  the  Yucatan  bill  to-morrow. 
The  order  appropriating  this  day  for  the  consider- 
ation of  private  lousiness  had  been  made  while  he 
was  absent,  or  he  should  have  felt  it  his  duty  to 
oppose  it.  When  the  Yucatan  bill  shoidd  be  dis- 
posed of,  he  would  be  ready  to  give  a  v/eek  to  the 
consideration  of  private  bills.  If  there  was  any 
disposition  on  either  side  of  the  Chamber  to  keep 
the  subject  of  Yucatan  open,  for  the  purpose  of 
playing  at  a  game  for  political  capital,  he  knev/ 
nothing  about  if,  he  was  not  concerned  in  it.  If 
the  Senator  from  Louisiana  persisted  in  his  mo- 
tion, he  should  be  com|iclled  to  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays.  He  was  for  Yucatan,  let  others  have 
in  view  what  objects  they  may. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  said,  with  the 
understanding  that  a  week  would  be  allowed  for 
the  private. calendar  after  the  Yucatan  bill  was  dis- 
posed of,  he  would  withdraw  that  part  of  his  motion 
which  went  to  set  apart  to-morrow  for  that  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  begged  to  be  understood,  that 
he  was  no  party  to  any  arrangement  which  would 
give  priority  to  the  private  bills  for  a  week,  or  for 
any  particular  period.  There  were  some  important 
bills  which  he  should  ask  the  Senate  to  lake  up 
whenever  he  had  an  opportunity. 

Mr.  BADGER  said,  the  Senator  from  Indiana 
had  said  he  was  for  Yucatan.  Now,  he  (Mr.  B.) 
occupied  a  position  directly  the  reverse.  For  rea- 
sons which  were  obvious,  he  was  against  Yucatan. 
He  hoped  the  Senate  would  take-up  the  private 
calendar. 

Mr.  FOOTE  said  he  was  astonished  to  hear  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  express  himself  in 
such  extraordinary  language.  Tliat  Senator  had 
declared  that  he  was  against  Yucatan.  Now,  he  did 
not  believe  that  that  honorable  Senator  intended  it 
to  be  understood  that  he  had  any  hostile  feelings 
against  Yucat.m.  Yet  his  language  was  liable  to 
that  con.struction.  He  did  not  suppose  there  was 
asingieperson  here  who  did  not  deeply  sympathize 


with  the  people  of  that  unhappy  country;  and  he 
presumed  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  would 
not  be  willing  that  his  language  should  be  made 
the  subject  of  misconstruction.  He  therefore  had 
thought  it  right  to  give  that  Senator  an  opportuni- 
ty to  e.xplain. 

Mr.  BADGER  said  it  must  be  obvious  that  he 
only  intended  to  be  understood  as  saying  that  he 
was  against  the  Yucatan  bill. 

The  question  was  about  to  be  taken  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  when — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMERON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and,  after  a  short  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  May  13,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  by  leave,  pre- 
vious notice  having  been  given,  introduced  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  West  Feliciana  Railroad  Com- 
pany. Read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  by  leave,  presented  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  favorable 
to  Asa  Whitney's  plan  of  a  railroad  from  Lake 
Michigan  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  same  Legislature  con- 
cerning the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company. 
Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  from  the  Committee  on  Engra- 
ving, to  which  was  refened  the  subject  of  engra- 
ving the  chart  of  the  proposed  route  of  steamers 
from  San  Francisco  or  Monterey,  in  California,  to 
Shanghae  and  Canton,  in  China,  and  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  Th;it  one  copy  of  the  cliart  accompanj'irig  said 
report  l)e  engraved  for  each  number  thereof  ordered  by  the 
House  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BURT  moved  to  refer  the  report  and  reso- 
lution to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  with  a  view 
to  ascertain  the  expense  of  the  engraving,  &c. 

Mr.  CONGER  opposed  the  motion  to  commit 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  and  suggested  that 
it  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Engraving. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  moved  to  recommit  the  re- 
port to  the  Committee  on  Engraving,  with  instruc- 
tions to  ascertain  the  cost  of  engraving  the  maps, 
&c.,  and  report  the  same  to  the  House. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the 
report  on  the  table.     Lost.  ' 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  to  re- 
commit, with  insti'uctions,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EDWARDS, 

Resolved,  That  Charles  Ewins,  an  invalid  pensioner,  have 
leave  to  withdraw  hi.s  petition  and  accompanying  papers, 
now  on  file  in  the  Clerk's  office  of  this  House. 

Mr.  CONGER,  fi-om  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
read: 

Resolred,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  roqursted  to  inform  this  House  of  the  cause  of  de- 
lay In  furrii^huis  to  the  public  printer.^  the  index  and  other 
matter  riiquiiid  to  complete  the  annual  nport  of  that  offi- 
cer on  commerce  and  navji;atlon;  and  al,<o  when  the  same 
will  be  furnislM^d,  so  that  said  printers  can  deliver  said  le- 
port  to  this  House  as  ordered  by  it. 

Mr.  CONGER  desired  that  the  resolution  might 
be  put  upon  its  passage. 
Objection  being  made,  it  lies  over  under  the  rule. 
Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania,  asked  leave 
to  offer  the  following  resolutioh: 
I      Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
1  to  incpiire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an  a|)propriatioB 
i  for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Alleghany  river, 
I  and  that  said  committee  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

I      Objection   being  made,  the  resolution  was  not 

!  received. 

PAYMENT  FOR  A  SLAVE. 

!  The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL, 
of  Connecticut,  resolved  itself  into  Cominittee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  private  calendar,  (Mr.  Sims  in 
the  chair.) 

The.  first  bill  on  the  calendar  was  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Benjamin 
Hodges,  deceased.  It  f)rovidcs  for  the  payment 
for  a  slave  conveyed  from  the  United  States  by  the 

I  British  fleet  in  the  year  1814.  The  amount  appro- 
priated by  the  bill  js  two  hundred  and  eighty  dol- 
lars, out  of  the  fund  (if  so  much  llutre  be  iniapplicil) 

I  allotic'd  by  the  British  Governitient  under  the  first 

;  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent. 


After  the  bill  had  been  read,  Mr.  TUCK  rose 
and  addressed  the  committee  in  a  speech  of  nearly 
an  hour's  length  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  on 
the  subject  of  slavery  generally. 

Mr.  RHETT  (who  reported  the  bill)  explained 
the  bill;  and  replied  briefly  to  Mr   Ti;ck. 

Messrs.  BURT,  CHAPMAN,  VENABLE, 
WOODWARD,  and  ATKINSON,  also  spoke 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Tuck,  and  in  support  of  the 
bill. 

[Mr  WOODWARD  said  :  The  few  observa- 
tions I  have  to  make,  shall  be  restricted  to  the' 
principle  of  the  bill. 

There  is  a  fallacious  opinion  prevalent  of  late, 
that  persons  cannot  be  considered  property.  It  is 
assumed  that  there  is  a  philosophical  or  meta- 
physical incompatibility  between  the  two  things. 
And  the  question  is  raised,  is  a" slave  property  and 
person?  A  precious  piece  of  metaphysics  !  The 
framers  of  the  Constitution  meant  to  determine  no 
such  question  as  this.  At  the  formation  of  the 
Constitution,  slaves  were  property  as  a  mere  mat- 
ter of  fact ;  and  were  also  persons  as  a  matter  of 
fact.  And  the  question  then  made  was,  whether 
the  Constitution  should  contemplate  them  in  the  one 
character  or  the  other,  or  both.  This  question  of 
legal  contemplation  was  compromised.  But  how? 
Not  upon  any  idea  of  incompatibility  between  per- 
son and  property,  but  upon  an  assumed  compati- 
bility. It  was  agreed,  that  to  the  extent  that  slaves 
should  be  considered  property,  for  the  purpose  of 
apportioning  direct  taxes  among  the  States;  to  the 
same  e.xtent  they  should  be  considered  persons,  in 
the  apportionment  of  Representatives  among  the 
States.  The  same  three-fifths  that  are  considered 
property,  are  also  considered  persons.  Nothing 
is  said  of  the  remaining  two-fifths.  The  two-fifths 
are  not  considered  either  persons  or  property.  The 
three-fifths,  both.  The  Constitution  assumes  the 
perfect  compatibility  of  the  two  things,  person  and 
property;  or  else,  three-fifths  being  made  prop- 
erty, the  remaining  two-fifths  would  have  been  re- 
garded persons.  Such  a  compromise  as  this  would, 
indeed,  have  recognized  an  incompatibility  between 
the  two  characters,  and  furnished  some  ground  for 
the  reasoning  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

The  gentleman  says  thi-s  bill  ought  not  to  pass, 
because  the  Constitution  does  not  recognize  slavery. 
If  he  means,  that  the  Constitution  does  not  recog- 
nize tlie  principle  of  slavery,  as  moral  and  right,  I 
agree  with  him.  The  ("".onstitution  says  nothing 
on  the  subject.  But  if  he  says  the  Constitution 
did  not  recognize  the  fact  of  slavery,  he  makes  a 
most  extraordinary  assertion.  What  does  the 
.Constitution  mean  by  "  a  person  bound  to  ser- 
vice?" What  better  definition  of  a  slave  could 
there  be,  than  this?  What  does  the  Constitution 
mean  by  "  the  party  to  whom  such  labor  or  ser- 
vice is  due?"  What  better  definition  of  a  master? 
What  does  the  Constitution  intend,  when  it  enjoins 
upon  every  State  to  deliver  up  a  fugitive  bound 
to  service,  to  the  party  entitled  to  such  service, 
upon  his  own  demand?  What  stronger  recogni- 
tion could  there  be  of  the  perfect  right  of  the  master 
to  property  in  the  slave?] 

Mr.  ATKINSON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  after  the  words,  "  the  sum  of  §280  out  of 
the  funti  (if  so  much  there  be  unapplied,")  the 
words  "  and  not  necessary  to  the  discharge  of 
claims  that  were  allowed  by  the  commissioners 
and  yet  unsatisfied." 

The  debate  was  then  continued  by  Messrs. 
COLLAMER  and  GI DDINGS.  [The  speech  of 
Mr.  G.,  and  others,  will  be  found  in  the  Appen- 
dix.] 

After  Mr.  GIDDINGS  concluded— 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  asked  leave  to  introduce  a 
joint  resolution  to  amend  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  HUDSON:  The  memorial  of  the  American  Statis- 
tical Assoeiation  in  relation  to  the  mode  of  taking  the  next 
census. 

Hy  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Iowa:  The  petition  of  Samuel 
Steele  and  sundry  other  citizens  of  fowa,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  a  mail  route  from  Ashland,  via  Sand  Point 
and  Florit,  to  Blooiufield,  in  Davis  county. 
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Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  Charleston,  Soulli  Carolina,  asking  a 
uniform  and  cheap  system  of  postage;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  tlie  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  presented  a  petition 
from  J.  Anthony  King  and  Cuyler  W.  Young, 
asking  to  be  allowed  to  organize  a  military  force 
to  aid  the  people  of  Yucatan;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  from  J.  Howard  & 
Son,  of  New  York,  asking  to  be  allowed  to  use  two 
Spanish  war-steamers  in  the  line  which  they  pro- 
pose to  run  between  New  York  and  certain  Spanish 
and  Mexican  ports;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  MASON  presented  a  memorial  from  physi- 
cians, cljemists,  and  citizens  of  Alexandria,  Vir- 
ginia, remonstrating  against  the  importation  of 
adulterated  and  spurious  drugs;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  a  petition  frotyi  two 
hundred  and  twenty-three  citizens  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  asking  that  the  General  Government 
purchase  Mount  Vernon;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  residing  in  Oregon,  asking 
that  the  laws  of  the  United  States  may  be  extended 
over  the  Territory,  and  that  donations  of  land  may 
be  granted. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  to  admit  certain  articles  of  the 
growth  or  production  of  Canada  into  the  United 
Slates  free  of  duty,  upon  the  condition  that  the 
like  articles  of  the  growth  or  production  of  the 
United  States  are  admitted  into  Canada  free  of 
duty;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  concerning  the  illegal  seizure 
of  an  American  vessel,  was  ordered  to  be  referred 
to  a  select  committee  of  five,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Chair. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAYTON, 

Resolved,  1'liat  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  furnish  the 
Senate  with*  statement  of  all  the  iron  and  the  manufac- 
tures of  iron  imported  into  the  United  States  from  the  1st 
July,  1847,  to  the  1st  May,  1848,  desianating  the  different 
kinds  of  iron,  and  the  valueof  each  kind,  and  also  the  value 
of  the  maiiulactnres  thereof;  and  the  quantity  and  value  of 
all  mineral  coal  imported  during  the  same  period. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOUGLAS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed 10  inquire  intntlie  expediency  of  amending  the  law, 
approved  23d  April,  1803,  appropriating  annually  |,-200,000 
for  arming  the  whole  militia  of  the  United  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, so  as  to  increase  the  same  to  an  amount  equal  to 
the  present  wants  of  the  country,  and  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  tl)e  Navy  he  requested  to 
send  to  tin;  Senate  all  tlie  papers  filed  by  Mary  Cassin,  widow 
of  the  late  Lieutenant  John  Cassin,  of  the  United  States 
navy,  in  her  application  for  a  pension. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN, 

Resolved,  That  N.  J.  Holland  act  as  Assistant  Doorkeeper 
of  the  Senate  during  the  absence  of  the  Assistant  in  convey- 
ing the  remains  of  the  honorable  Ciikster  Ashley  to  tlie 
State  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  submitted  the  following; 
■which  lies  over: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  the 
consulate  at  Muscat,  in  the  dominions  of  the  Imaum,  upon 
the  same  fooling  with  those  of  Tangiers,  Tripoli,  and  Tunis, 
in  the  liarhary  Slates. 

Mr.  BAGBY  submitted  the  following,  Vhich 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Contingent 
Expenses  of  the  Senate: 

Resolved,  That  John  M.  Jameson,  Postmaster  of  the  Sen- 
ate, be  coMtinuid  hereafter  yearly  in  charge  of  the  post  office, 
at  the  same  per  diem  he  now  receives. 

PUBLIC  PRINTING. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAYTON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  llie  Senate  inquire  and 
report  to  the  Senate  why  the  document  relating  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  arbitration  in  the  matterorthe  i>land  on  which 
Fort  Didaware  is  siluatrd,  connnonly  called  the  " I'ea  Patch," 
has  not  been  printed,  according  to  tlie  order  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BADGER  alluded  to  the  facfcof  his  having 
introduced,  several  weeks  ago,  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry into  the  delays  constantly  occurring  in  the 
public  printing.     Seeing  that  the  chairman  of  the 


Committee  on  Printing  had  just  reached  his  seat, 
he  would  call  his  attention  to  the  facts,  and  inquire 
whether  the  committee  had  thought  it  worth  while 
to  investigate  the  subject? 

Mr.  CAMERON  replied,  that  since  the  intro- 
ductipn  of  the  resolution  he  had  been  absent,  and, 
besides,  too  unwell  to  tiiake  a  detailed  report. 
He  might  state,  verbally,  however,  for  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Senate,  that  there  was  error  in  sup- 
posing that  there  was  any  unnecessary  delay;  in 
short,  there  was  less  delay  in  the  public  printing 
now  than  at  any  time  since  he  had  had  the  honor 
of  a  seat  in  that  body.  He  thought  the  charges 
against  the  public  printers  altogether  groundless, 
and  that  the  tacts  had  not  been  sufficiently  looked 
into  or  investitjaied. 

Mr.  BADGER  said  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania must  pardon  him,  but  he  really  thought  there 
was  great  irregularity  in  his  proceeding,  to  say  the 
least.  The  resolution  he  had  the  honorfto  submit 
long  ago,  showed  that  the  Senate  was  fully  sensi- 
ble of  the  truth  of  the  delay,  or  it  would  not  have 
been  adopted.  It  was  not  the  fact  of  the  delay  that 
the  resolution  called  on  the  committee  to  inquire 
into,  but  the  cause  thereof.  The  delay  the  Senate 
had  already  affirmed  to  exist.  As  to  the  printing 
being  executed  as  rapidly  as  heretofore,  the  Senate 
knew  it  was  not  so,  and  the  resolution  just  sub- 
milted  by  his  friend  from  New  Jersey,  calling  on 
the  Secretary  to  inquire  and  report,  was  further 
evidence  of  the  fact. 

Mr.  CAMERON  thought  the  printing  had  been 
as  rapidly  executed^as  it  could  have  been  done,  and 
was  at  present  more  so  than  it  had  ever  been  here- 
tofore. As  soon  as  time  and  health  would  permit, 
he  should  submit  a  report  setting  forth  the  facts, 
which  he  thought  would  satisfy  the  Senator.  And 
here  the  subject  dropped. 

Mr.  YULEE  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate 
to  take  up  the  bill  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  the 
navy,  by  authorizing  a  retired  list,  not  witii  a  view 
to  discussion,  but  simply  for  fixing  a  day  for  its 
consideration. 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was 
made  the  special  order  for  the  first  Monday  in 
June  next. 

Mr.  NILES  moved  to  take  up  the  amendments 
of  the  House  to  the  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  re- 
duce the  rates  of  postage,  to  limit  the  use  and  cor- 
rect the  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege,  and  for 
the  prevention  of  frauds  on  the  revenues  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,'  "  passed  March  3,  1845. 
This  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  Mr.  NILES 
explained  the  efiect  of  the  amendments;  and  the 
first  and  second  were  disagreed  to,  and  the  third 
concurred  in. 

OCCUPATION  OF  YUCATAN. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special  order, 
being  the  bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  temporary  mihlary  occupation  of 
Yucatan;  when 

Mr.  MILLER  rose  and  said,  that  if  this  bill 
had  been  placed  simply  on  the  ground  of  human- 
ity,  it  would  have  met  with  his  entire  approbation. 
But,  in  the  progress  of  the  discussion,  the  measure- 
had  been  entirely  stripped  of  humanity,  and  advo- 
cated as  a  matter  of  cold,  calculating  policy.  It 
was  a  strange  proposition  to  require  of  us  aid  to 
resist  an  overwhelming  foe,  and  then  that  we 
should  receive  pay  for  the  same.  He  gave  a  brief 
historical  view  of  the  circumstances  which  had 
preceded  this  application,  and  then  reviewed  the 
correspondence  which  had  taken  place  between 
the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Yucatan  commis- 
sioner. He  dwelt  on  the  fact  that  at  the  time  of 
this  application, Yucatan  was  apart  of  the  terri- 
tory of  Mexico.  The  commissioner  presents  a 
deplorable  picture  of  the  condition  of  Yucatan — 
representing  the  white  race  as  in  danger  of  exter- 
mination by  the  Indians.  But,  no  response  being 
given  to  the  cry  of  distress,  he  shows  a  pretty  ac- 
curate knowledge,  if  not  of  human  nature  gener- 
ally, of  the  human  nature  of  our  country,  by  then 
calling  the  attention  of  our  Government  to  the 
declaration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  and  referring  to  our 
course  in  reference  to  the  Greeks,  &c.,  and  by 
throwing  out  a  menace  of  appealing  to  England 
or  other  European  Powers,  in  case  we  do  not  act. 
It  was  like  the  case  of  a  man  who,  finding  his 
house  on  fire,  ojVers  his  neighbor  a  deed  of  llie 
building  if  he  will  put  out  the  fire;  but,  seeing  that 


his  neighbor  makes  no  movement  to  save  the 
property,  he  tells  him.  Well,  if  you  don't  take 
the  offer,  there  is  a  man  over  the  way  who  will  do 
it,  and  I  will  go  to  him. 

He  adverted  to  the  position  taken  by  the  chair- 
man of  Foreign  Relations,  that  it  was  necessary  to 
act  to  keep  England  out  of  Yucatan;  so  that  the 
real  object  was,  not  to  drive  out  the  Indians,  but 
to  drive  out  the  English.  The  Eagle  and  the  Lion 
were  to  be  watching  to  see  which  shall  seize  the 
victim.  He  put  the  case  of  the  people  of  South 
Carolina,  or  Alabama,  making  an  application  to 
Great  Britain.  What  would  be  thought  if  Great 
Britain  were  to  indicate  a  disposition  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  complaining  State,  without  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  General  Government?  Would  it  not 
be  regarded  as  an  act  of  war?  If  Yucatan  is  not 
independent  of  Mexico,  we  cannot  interfere  with- 
out danger  of  war.  He  referred  to  the  pending 
treaty,  the  ratification  of  which  may  be  defeated 
by  any  unwise  and  over-hasty  movement  on  our 
part.  Mr.  Sierra,  the  Yucatan  commissioner,  had 
entered  a  protest  against  the  treaty,  but  withheld 
his  threat  of  calling;  on  other  Powers  until  a  sub- 
sequent period.  He  took  exception  to  the  style 
assumed  by  Mr.  Sierra,  in  his  letter  of  protest — a 
style  which  would  have  been  suitable  to  a  sover- 
eign prince  making  on  some  other  sovereign  a  de- 
mand sanctioned  by  the  laws  of  nations. 

It  had  been  rumored  that  the  President  himself 
was  not  at  heart  in  favor  of  the  pending  treaty 
with  Mexico,  and  since  this  subject  had  been  be- 
fore the  Senate,  the  probability  of  the  rumor  had 
received  some  strength.  He  adverted  to  the  causes 
of  the  war  with  Mexico — to  the  annexation  of 
Texas  and  the  boundary  question — to  the  manner 
in  which  it  had  been  carried  on,  and  to  the  anxious 
desire  for  its  speedy  termination  which  at  this  mo- 
ment pervades  the  whole  country.  It  was  em- 
phatically the  duty  of  every  man  who  held  the 
peace  of  the  country  in  his  hands  to  be  particularly 
cautious  not  to  do  anything  which  would  tend  to 
the  disappointment  of  those  hopes  and  desires. 

If  this  measure  were  only  urged  in  a  spirit  of 
charity,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  saving  the  white 
citizens  of  Yucatan  from  extermination  by  the  In- 
dians, we  certainly  should  have  no  right  to  be  dis- 
pleased because  we  have  been  anticipated  either  by 
Spain  or  England.  The  reply  of  Spain,  in  which 
she  declares  that  she  will  not  take  advantage  of 
the  present  distressed  condition  of  Yucatan  to  seize 
hold  on  her  territory,  he  lauded  as  worthy  of  old 
Spain  in  her  best  days.  Such  an  answer  ought  to 
have  been  ours.  France  had  also  declined  in  a 
similar  manner.  And  as  to  the  interference  of 
England,  he  had  seen  no  proofs  of  it.  It  did  not 
yet  appear  that  she  had  been  even  aske<l.  The 
possession  of  English  arms  he  did  not  regard  as 
ground  of  suspicion  against  the  English  Govern- 
ment. England  could  not  interfere  without  bring- 
ing on  her  war  with  Mexico  and  war  with  our- 
selves, who  are  now  at  war  with  Mexico.  A  great 
deal  of  political  capital  has  been  made  out  of  this 
cry  about  English  interference  in  Texas  and  in  Cali- 
fornia, but  he  has  yet  to  discover  the  first  particle 
of  evidence  on  which  this  cry  could  be  justified. 

He  proceeded  to  remark  on  the  declaration  of 
Mr..  Monroe,  which  was  issued  in  opfxisition  to 
the  encroaching  spirit  of  the  Holy  Alliance.  He 
denied  that  it  could  be  applied  here  without  a  com- 
plete perversion  of  the  principle.  We  propose  to 
do  precisely  what  we  say  England  and  France  and 
Spain  shall  not  do.  We  desire  to  take  possession 
of  another  State,  and  defend  the  act  by  appealing 
to  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  which  was  issued 
to  prevent  one  nation  from  interfering  with  the 
affairs  of  another.  If  we  say  to  another.  You  shall 
not  take  Yucatan,  shall  we  take  Yucatan  ourselves? 
Are  we  about  to  drive  others  away  from  this 
afflicted  territory,  in  order  that  we  may  have  all  the 
plunder  to  ourselves? 

He  then  went  on  to  speak  of  the  domestic  affairs 
of  Yucatan,  to  show  that  Mendez  had  used  these 
Indians  to  promote  his  ambitious  views,  under  a 
promise  that  he  would  repeal  the  cajiitation  lax. 
After  he  had  obtained  their  services,  he  violated 
his  obligations,  and  murdered  many  of  the  Indians, 
with  their  women  and  children,  in  cold  blood.  In 
the  party  movements  in  Yucatan,  the  Indians  stand 
by  their  country;  and  who  does  not  apjirove  of 
their  course?  The  whites  have  an  army  of  8,000 
men,  but  we  have  never  heard  of  any  battle  ihey 
have  fought.  It  had  been  called  a  war  of  races. 
Every  war  from  the  discovery  of  Mexico  has  been 
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R  war  of  races — a  wnr  between  the  Indians  and 
the  whites;  and  wliai  Chridliaii  n;ition  has  ever 
stepped  in  to  aid  tiie  Indians?  These  Indians  are 
not  subjects,  tiiey  are  citizens.  Ahnonte  and  oth- 
ers, with  whom  our  Government  has  liad  corre- 
spondence, are  full-blood  Indians.  In  the  French 
revolution,  the  bloiices  had  no  legal  riglit  to  take 
the  step  they  did — they  violated  the  law  at  the 
outset,  yet  we  have  given  them  our  highest  appro- 
bation. On  the  other  hand,  the  Indians  of  Yuca- 
tan, as  citizens  possessing  a*i  equality  of  rights, 
liad  a  perfect  right  to  take  the  steps  tliey  have 
taken. 

If  Great  Britain  has  determined  to  take  posses- 
sion of  Yucatan  or  any  portion  of  it,  to  the  detri- 
ment of  our  national  safety,  it  becomes  a  great 
question  between  us  and  Great  Britain.  If  so,  we 
ought  at  once  to  speak  out  in  plain  language,  and 
tell  lier  we  will  oppose  her,  instead  of  trying  to  get 
ahead  of  the  Lion,  in  order  to  be  beforehand  in  seiz- 
ing the  prey.  The  first  is  the  manly  course.  The 
])ossession  of  Cuba  would  in  all  probability  come 
up  under  the  next  Administration,  because,  in  tlie 
present  state  of  Europe,  it  is  not  likely  that  Spain 
will  long  hold  out. 

He  concluded  by  throwing  a  censure  on  the  Ad- 
ministration for  devoting  its  attention  e.Kclusively 
to  foreign  affairs,  and  neglecting  the  domestic  in- 
terests of  the  country.  It  seemed  to  have  entirely 
turned  its  back  on  all  those  objects  which  are  con- 
nected with  home  concerns. 

IVlr.  CALHOUN  then  obtained  the  floor,  and 
expressed  his  intention  to  give  his  views  on  the 
question. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn;  which  was 
witlidrawn,  and. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLARKE,  it  was 
Resoh'ed,  That  the  Piofideiit  of  tlie  United  States  he  re- 
que.sted  to  inform  the  Senate  whether  all  or  any  pttrt  of  the 
navy  stationed  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  has  heeii  ordered  to 
proceed  lo  the  coast  of  Yucalan,  for  the  protection  of  the 
white  population  of  that  country;  and  if  so,  to  tr.instnit  to 
the  Senate  a  copy  of  such  orders,  and  also  a  copy  of  any 
advices  from  the  comniarnler  or  officer  of  the  squadron  of  a 
dale  later  than  those  already  communicated. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  Maij  15,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  HARALSON  moved  to  suspend  the  rules, 
to  enable  him  to  move  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  refund  money 
for  expenses  incurred,  subsistence  or  transporta- 
tion furnished  for  the  use  of  volunteers  during  the 
present  war,  before  being  mustered  and  received 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States:  Ayes  92,  noes 
26.  Two-thirds  voting  in  favor  thereof,  the  rules 
were  suspended. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up  and  read. 

Mr.  H.  liriefly  explained  the  bill.  It  revived 
and  extended  the  provisions  of  the  resolution  of 
the  last  Congress  so  as  to  embrace  companies, 
towns,  corporations,  individuals,  &c.,  and  required 
proof  to  be  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  It  was  framed,  as  nearly  as  practi- 
cable, in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  House, 
as  expressed  when  the  subject  was  before  under 
consideration.  He  apprehended  that  there  would 
be  no  desire  to  discuss  the  c|iiestion,  and  he  there- 
fore demanded  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded;  and,  under 
its  operation,  the  bill  was  engrossed,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed,  as  follows; 

ARIl.Ii  to  refund  moneys  for  expenses  incurred,  subsist- 
ence or  tiansportaiion   furMi^lle(l  (or  the  use  of  volunteers 

durini;  llie  present  war,  licfon;  In  ui^'  mu.-.tercd  or  received 

into  the  service  of  the  United  folates. 

Be  it  enaclcd,  i(<:.,  That  the  provisions  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion, approved  March  third,  eighteen  hundred  and  fortv- 
Beven,  entitled  "  .\  nr.-ohitjou  to  lefuiid  money  to  the  States 
which  have  supplieil  volunteirs  ami  furjoslied  tin  in  trans- 
portation during  the  proem  \v;,r,  lir(i,re  hi  irii,'  mii.-tired 
and  received  into  the  servnc;  oi  the  United  States,"  be,  and 
the  mime  are  hereby,  extended  50  ax  to  embrace  nil  cases  of 
expan-vM  heretofore  incurred  in  orsani/.in);,  Bubsisiini;,  and 
transporting  volunleeru  previouH  to  their  bein;;  inusl'ered 
and  ri'ceived  into  the  service  of  llie  United  Slates  for  the 
present  war,  whether  by  States,  counties,  corporations,  or 
individuals,  either  acting;  with  or  willioiil  the  niithoriiy  of 
any  States:  I'roviileil,  howtvcr,T\\a\.  proof  .<hall  be  macle,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretnl-y  of  War,  of  Ihi;  amount  thin 
expeiiiled,  and  tlini  llic  same  wan  necceuary  and  proper  fur 
the  troops  aforesaid. 

Sec.  2.  Jlnd  he  il  furlher  enacted.  That  an  tmount  snlli- 
cient  to  refund  said  expenses  so  incurred  be,  and  the  same 
i<  hercby,api)ropriated,out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not 
oiherwine  appropriated. 


CHARTER  OF  WASHINGTON. 
Mr.  CHAPMAN  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  in  order  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of 
the  city  of  Washington. 

By  common  consent,  Mr.  C.  stated  that  the 
charter  election  of  this  city  was  very  near  at  hand, 
being  appointed  either  for  the  fir.^t  of  June  or  the 
first  Monday  of  June.  This  bill  embraced  a  com- 
promise charter,  which  had  been  aareed  to,  after 
the  question  being  advertised,  by  four-fifths  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  city.  The  principal  difliculty 
which  had  existed  in  former  years  was  with  ref- 
erence to  the  right  of  suffrage.  They  had  unani- 
mously agreed  upon  a  basis  of  suffrage,  he  had 
been  informed  by  a  nuinber  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city,  and  particularly  by  the  Corporation. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended, and  the  bill  was  laid  before  the  House  and 
read. 

Mr.  SIMS  suggested  that  a  clerical  error  in  the 
16th  line  of  the  1st  section  required  amendment, 
and  it  was  corrected  accordingly  by  substituting 
"  or"  for  "  and."  He  then  moved  the  previous 
question  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill. 

Under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  the 
vote  on  the  engrossment  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows:  Yeas  95,  nays  59. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  moved  the  previous  question 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MEADE  inquired  if  a  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  had  been  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  would  be  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  MEADE  moved  to  reconsider,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  introducing  a  proviso  to  submit  the  charter 
to  the  people. 

Mr.  SIMS,  (in  his  seat.)  It  has  already  been 
submitted,  and  a  large  majority  of  the  people  have 
voted  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  MEADE  (apparently  not  understanding 
Mr.  Sims)  had  no  objection,  he  said,  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  as  he  understood  it;  but  he 
thought  this  charter,  which  stood  in  the  place  of  a 
constitution  to  the  people  of  this  city,  should  be 
submitted  to  them,  to  be  accepted  or  rejected  at 
their  will.  He  read  the  amendment  he  wished  to 
add,  as  follows  : 

"  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  be  in  force  from 

and  after  the day  of ,  provided  that  previous  to 

that  date  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  city  qualified  to  vote 
under  the  present  chartershall  signify  in  a  manner  hereafter 
prescribed  their  assent  thereto;  and  that  the  sense  of  the 
people  may  be  ascertained,  the  Mayor  of  the  city  shall,  be- 
fore the •  day  of next,  cause  a  poll  to  be  opened, 

and  kept  opened  for  three  days,  (of  which  tliirty  days'  notice 
shall  be  given  in  two  newspapers  published  in  the  city  of 
Washington,)  at  the  court-house  of  said  city,  in  which  the 
names  of  those  who  shall  olier  to  vote  shall  bs  recorded  in 
separate  columns,  for  or  against  the  amended  charter  ;  and 
the  polls  aforesaid  shall  b;;  examined  b_\'  the  Mayor  and  Al- 
dermen of  the  city,  who  shall  make  proclamation  of  the  re- 
sult;  and  this  an  iCiidcd  chartershall  be  considered  as  adopted 
or  rejected,  according  as  the  majority  of  the  voles  polled  shall 
be  for  or  against  the  same." 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  remarked  that  the  gentleman 
froiTi  Virginia,  he  thought,  could  not  have  been  in 
the  House  when  the  bill  was  first  taken  up,  and 
heard  the  statement  which  had  been  made.  He 
Vepeated  that  it  had  been  expressly  stated  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  by  the  Corporation  of 
this  city  that  this  charter  had  been  suljmitted  to  the 
people,  and  that  three-fourths  of  them  had  voted 
for  it;  and  further,  they  believed  the  people  were 
unanimously  in  favor  of  it.  He  therefore  moved 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MEADE  inquired  itt  what  form  it  was  sub- 
mitted, who  drew  it  up,  and  who  voted  for  it? 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  replied  that  it  was  submitted 
to  the  people  at  the  polls;  they  voted  upon  it  sec- 
tion by  section;  and  the  report  had  been  made  to 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  by  tlie 
officers  who  took  the  vote  of  the  jieoplc.  He  moved 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COLLINS  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted — 
Yeas  92,  nays  67.  , 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Tiie  question  recurring  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
it  was  agreed  to,  without  a  division. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  HKNLEY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  liy 
which  the  Ijill  was  passed.  He  said  he  was  very 
much  oliliged  to  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  for 
endeavoriiig  to  put  the  gag  upon  those  opposed  to 


the  bill,  by  preventing  them   from   saying  a  word 
upon  its  odious  features. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  assured  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  that  he  had  no  disposition  to 
arrest  his  remarks;  he  would  listen  to  them  with 
great  pleasure.  If  he  had  supposed  the  gentleman 
was  desirous  of  being  heard  upon  this  question, 
he  certainly  should  have  thrown  no  obstacles  in 
his  way. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  it  was  passing  strange  that 
the  gentleman  should  not  have  known  that  those 
opposed  to  the  bill  were  desirous  of  being  hcai-d, 
when  they  had  made  every  effort  in  their  power  to 
make  some  few  amendments,  and  to  give  their 
reasons  therefor. 

This  bill  contained  a  feature  than  which,  at  this 
enlightened  age  of  the  world,  none  more  odious 
could  be  proposed — that  was,  a  property  qualifica- 
tion for  the  voter:  a  restriction  upon  a  man,  that 
because  he  did  not  own  property,  and  had  not  paid 
ta.xes  upon  that  property,  he  should  not  therefore 
be  entitled  to  casta  vote  at  the  ballot-box.  It  had 
been  said,  and  was  now  said  by  a  gentleman  near 
him,  [Mr.  McLane,]  that  no  such  provision  was 
contained  it.  He  read  the  following:  "and  who 
'  shall  have  paid  the  school  tax  and  all  taxes  upon 
'  personal  property  due  from  him,  shall  be  entitled 
'  to  vote."  He  submitted  it  to  the  country  if  this 
was  not  a  property  qualification  ?  If  this  section 
did  not  i-equire  a  man  not  only  to  be  assessed  as  a 
property  holder,  but  to  have  paid  a  tax  upon  that 
property  before  he  could  be  admitted  to  vote,  he 
had  no  idea  of  the  force  of  language. 

Mr.  McLANE  (the  floor  being  yielded)  said, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  had  referred  to  him, 
and  had  declared  that  there  was  a  property  quali- 
fication in  the  bill,  and  as  he,  (Mr.  McL.,)  after 
examination,  had  voted  for  it,  and  as  he  knew  it 
contained  no  property  qualification  at  all,  (for  if  it 
had,  he  should  not  have  voted  for  it,)  he  desired 
at  this  time  to  call  the  particular  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  such  provision 
in  the  bill.  It  was  provided,  that  if  a  man  had 
personal  property,  he  should  have  paid  the  taxes 
upon  It  before  he  voted,  but  if  he  had  no  property 
he  could  vote. 

Mr.  HENLEY.  Then  he  must  be  assessed  as 
a  tax-payer? 

Mr.  McLANE.  Not  at  all;  if  he  has  no  prop- 
erty, he  can  vote.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana to  answer  the  question  whether^  is  neces- 
sary, under  this  bill,  for  a  man  to  be  possessed  of 
a  certain  amount  of  property  before  he  can  vote? 
I  deny  it. 

Mr.  HENLEY  asked  the  gentleman  to  answer 
the  question,  if  an  individual  must  not  be  assessed 
to  pay  his  school  tax  before  he  could  vote  ? 

Mr.  McLANE,  objecting  to  the  gentleman's 
mode  of  answering  a  question  by  putting  another, 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  gentleman  had 
made  the  direct  allegation  that  the  bill  provided  a 
property  qualification,  and  then  turned  round  and 
said  it  was  a  school  tax.  Now,  would  the  gentle- 
man frankly,  explicitly  state  that  it  was  a  prop- 
erty qualification,  and  that  a  man  could  not  vote 
without  it? 

Mr.  HENLEY  supposed  a  case:  A  man  who 
has  personal  jiroperly  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
which  is  assessed,  makes  his  appearance  at  the 
ballot-box,  not  having  the  receipt  of  payment  of 
that  assessment,  could  he  vole? 

Mr.  McLANE  answered  with  very  great  pleas- 
ure. In  his  judginent,  a  nnan,  holding  property, 
and  assessed  upon  that  property,  ought  not  lo  vote 
unless  he  had  ])aid  liis  taxes. 

Mr.  PIENLEY.  There  is  the  property  qualifi- 
cation, and  the  gentleman  is  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  McLANE.  It  is  no  part  of  my  democracy 
to  contribute  by  my  vote  to  degrade,  to  corrupt 
the  ballot-boxes;  I  would  at  all  times  Icecp  tlietn 
pure  and  honest;  and  if  there  be  a  citizen  holding 
property  in  this  county,  I  would  require  that  that 
citizen,  with  others,  should  pay  his  taxes  before 
he  exercises  that  high  and  honorable  privilege. 

The  gentleman  had  said  that  this  bill  contained 
a  property  qualification.  Now,  it  was  very  well  un- 
derstood, and  no  man  knew  better  than  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana,  what  was  a  property  qualifica- 
tion; and  he  (Mr.  McL.)  did  notchoo.se  to  sit  in 
this  House  and  vote  upon  a  bill,  and  then  have  a 
motion  lo  reomsider  with  a  view  to  strike  out  a 
clause  which  was  not  in  the  bill,  and  then  permit 
the  gentleman,  wlicn  he  (Mr.  McL.)  stated  the 
fact,  to  turn  round  and  put  a  question  about  the 
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school  tax  or  a  mode  of  guarding  the  ballot-box, 
and  entirely  change  the  issue.  Let  the  honorable 
gentleman  meet  the  question,  and  say  he  was  not 
willing  that  an  assessment  should  be  made  and 
payment  required  of  the  voter  who  had  property. 

Mr.  HENLEY.  Then  the  gentleman  acknov/l- 
edges,  if  a  man  has  not  paid  his  tax  upon  the 
assessment  or  property,  he  cannot  vote.  This  is 
not  only  equal  to,  but  is  still  more  odious  than,  a 
property  qualification. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  (the  floor  being 
yielded,)  called  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  and  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  and  the 
House  to  one  fact  in  the  bill;  that  was,  it  provided 
that  no  man  should  vote  uiiles  he  had  first  paid  his 
school  taxes  and  all  other  taxes  upon  personal 
property  due  from  him.  Now,  one  man  in  this 
city,  owning  no  personal  property,  but  a  house 
and  lot  on  tiie  President's  square,  which  might  be 
assessed  for  taxes  for  fifty  thousand  dollars,  would 
come  up  to  the  ballot-box,  and  no  objection  be 
made  to  his  vote,  although  he  owed  the  corporation 
the  tax  upon  fifty  thousand  dollars;  while  one  of 
those  maimed  soldiers  whom  you  met  on  the  ave- 
nue, who  might  have  lost  both  arms  or  both  legs 
in  fighting  the  battles  of  his  country,  who  owned 
but  a  pig  and  a  cow,  a  couple  of  chairs,  and  a 
square  table,  and  who  was  assessed  tvyelve  and  a 
half  cents,  might  come  up  by  the  side  of  that 
nabob,  that  millionaire,  and  offer  his  vote,  and, 
because  he  had  not  paid  his  twelve  and  a  half 
cents,  be  spurned  from  the  ballot-box,  and  sent 
hobbling  off.  That  would  be  the  operation  of  the 
bill  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  that  was  the  true  represent- 
ation; that  was  the  property  qualification  in  the 
bill;  and  he  understood  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land to  be  in  favor  of  it. 

It  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  dwell  upon  the 
enormities  of  this  bill,  upon  the  outrages  which  it 
perpetrated  upon  those  who  had  not  got  their  dollar 
to  pay  their  school  tax,  and  the  money  to  pay  the 
tax  upon  their  personal  property,  (and  there  were 
such,)  but  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  say  what 
he  knew,  which  was,  that  there  had  been  fraud 
practised  upon  the  members  of  this  House  by  cer- 
tain citizens  of  Washington,  who  had  been  en- 
deavoring to  force  this  bill  upon  the  House  for  the 
express  purpose  of  cutting  out  the  poor  men  from 
voting.  There  was  a  sort  of  aristocracy,  he  was 
sorry  to  say,  in  this  city,  which  was  not  found  in 
the  States — certainly  not  in  the  western  States; 
there  were  men  here  who  would  scorn  to  go  to  the 
ballot-box  side  by  side  with  the  poor  man  who 
had  not  got  hia  dollar  to  pay  this  tax,  which  they 
were  determined  he  should  pay  before  they  would 
let  him  vote;  and  this  class  of  men  had  been  in- 
triguing here  to  impose  upon  this  House,  and 
make  the  country  believe  that  a  majority  of  the 
voters  of  this  city  had  voted  for  this  bill. 

He  referred  to  the  circumstances  in  which  the 
election  took  place,  and  said  that  the  former  char- 
ter was  a  much  worse  one  than  this;  that,  like 
the  English  Government,  these  aristocrats,  having 
found  tliat  they  could  no  longer  oppress  the  peo- 
ple to  that  extent,  had  determined  to  relax  a  little, 
and  had  submitted  this  charter  to  the  vote,  and  the 
people  had  had  to  support  it  as  a  choice  between 
two  evils,  but  for  v/hich  they  voted  as  a  whole, 
protesting  against  some  of  its  provisions,  and 
among  others,  this.  Let  him  ask  gentlemen  who 
came  here  from  the  great  West,  where,  thank  God, 
they  knew  no  distinction  in  reference  to  property, 
if  they  would  come  forward,  and  under  the  opera- 
tion of  this  gag,  the  previous  question,  be  dragoon- 
ed into  a  vote  which  was  to  restrict  the  people  of 
Washington  in  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  deprive 
many  of  them  of  it,  when  at  this  very  moment,  on 
the  otiier  side  of  the  water,  our  example  had  in- 
duced them  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  tyranny,  and 
declare  as  one  of  their  very  first  enactments,  that 
every  citizen  of  twelve  years  of  age  should  be  an 
elector.  Did  we  see  anything  there  about  this  re- 
striction ?  Was  there  a  man  in  the  Provisional 
Government  who  would  say  a  man  must  be  as- 
sessed, taxed,  and  have  paid  his  money  before  he 
could  be  a  voter? 

This  great,  liberal  principle  of  unrestricted  suf- 
frage had  taken  root  in  Europe;  and  here  was  rep- 
resented the  strange  anomaly  that  the  American 
Congress,  a  Congress  representing  freemen,  free- 
men who  had  set  this  great  example  to  their  breth- 
ren across  the  water,  had  su.stained  a  bill  contain- 
ing thi.s  odious  feature,  and  passed  it  under  the  gag 


of  the  previous  question,  and  endeavered  to  dra- 
goon the  minority  here  and  force  this  bill  into  a 
law,  by  which  the  poor  men  of  this  city  would  be 
deprived  of  the  inalienable  right  of  suffrage.  Such 
a  thing  could  not  be  tolerated  in  France;  he  hoped 
it  would  not  be  long  in  England,  Austria,  Prussia; 
even  in  Russia  he  hoped  soon  to  see  this  abuse 
corrected.  This  proposition  to  require  the  pay- 
ment of  school  taxes  and  taxes  on  personal  prop- 
erty before  they  could  be  allowed  to  vote,  he  pro- 
nounced an  outrage  on  American  freemen.  All  he 
desired  was,  the  opportunity  to  place  his  name  on 
record  on  the  question,  and  then  to  make  the  is- 
sue— not  before  the  people  of  this  District,  because 
they  had  not  the  right  to  vote,  but  before  the  coun- 
try, before  the  people  who  elected  their  Represent- 
atives to  come  here.  It  was  the  principle  which 
was  put  down  in  Rhode  Island  by  the  Jllgerine 
party,  and  upon  this  he  wanted  to  go  before  the 
country. 

Mr.  MEADE,  with  the  permission  of  Mr.  Hen- 
ley, explained  that  the  gentleman  was  mistaken 
in  supposing  the  tax  must  necessarily  be  laid  upon 
property  of  some  sort,  but  that  it  was  a  poll  tax, 
which  the  corporation,  elected  by  the  people,  might 
lay  or  not,  as  they  saw  proper. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  who  represented  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  [Mr.  Sims,]  had  refused  to 
explain  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  or  to  discuss  it  at 
all. 

Mr.  SIMS  (the  floor  being  yielded)  said,  if  the 
gentleman  would  turn  to  the  thirty-fourth  line  of 
the  bill,  he  would  see  it  provided  that  "the  said 
corporation  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  a 
school  tax  upon  every  white  male  citizen,"  and 
that  it  was  merely  a  grant  of  power  which  might 
or  might  not  be  exercised  by  the  corporation.  To 
entitle  a  citizen  to  vote,  it  was  necessary  that  it 
should  appear  on  the  books  of  the  corporation  that 
the  person  who  offered  his  vote  was  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  had  been  for  twelve  months  a  resi- 
dent of  the  District,  and  was  then  a  resident  of  the 
ward  in  which  he  proposed  to  vote,  and  was  sub- 
ject to  be  assessed  for  school  taxes:  in  other  words, 
that  he  was  not  a  free  negro  or  mulatto,  but  that 
he  was  a  free  white  male  citizen,  subject  to  be 
assessed  if  the  corporation  thought  proper.  There 
was,  theiefore,  no  such  thing  as  a  property  quali- 
fication connected  with  the  right  of  suffrage  in  the 
bill. 

It  was  objected  to  the  bill,  by  the  interrogatory 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,] 
that  a  man  might  have  fifty  thousand  dollars  worth 
of  real  estate,  and  be  allowed  to  vote  when  he  owed 
his  tax,  and  no  objection  be  made;  while  a  poor  man, 
owning  the  smallest  amount  of  personal  property, 
and  taxed  twelve  and  a  half  cents,  would  not  be 
allowed  to  vote  if  he  had  not  paid  it.  Why,  if 
the  owner  of  real  estate  was  in  arrears,  it  was  the 
corporation's  own  fault;  for  there  was  the  visible 
means  by  which  the  debt  might  at  anytime  be 
collected.  The  only  difference  between  real  and 
personal  property  looked  to  the  comparative  tan- 
gibility or  intaneibility  of  the  two. 

Mr.  HENLEY  understood  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  that  voters  must  be  subject  to  the 
assessment  of  one  dollar  for  school  tax;  now,  sup- 
pose the  assessor  neglected  for  a'parlicular  purpose 
to  assess  that  individual? 

Mr.  SIMS  replied,  if  the  corporation  levied  the 
assessment,  the  constable  was  bound  to  receive  it 
whenever  it  was  tendered.  It  was  only  necessary 
to  appear  upon  the  books  that  the  voter  was  of 
that  description  of  persons  who  might  be  assessed. 

Mr.  HENLEY.  Is  it  not  necessary  that  this 
tax  should  be  paid? 

Mr.  SIMS.  If  he  is  taxed,  he  is  required  to 
pay  it  before  he  votes. 

Mr  HENLEY  said  none  of  the  explanations 
removed  from  his  mind  the  objections  against  this 
bill.  He  entertained  precisely  the  same  objection 
— that  was,  that  the  individual  must  be  subject  to 
be  assessed,  must  be  assessed,  must  have  paid  his 
tax,  before  he  could  vote.  Such  were  the  provisions 
of  the  bill,  and  such  would  be  its  construction  by 
those  persons  called  to  decide  upon  it. 

He  was  about  to  state  that  the  majority  of  the 
people  of  this  District  were  not,  and  co'ild  not, 
possibly  be  in  favor  of  this  restriction  upon  the 
right  of  suH'rage.  As  he  had  before  saki,  they  had 
voted  for  the  whole  bill  together,  protesting  against 
this  restriction  on  the  right  of  suHiage.  He  had 
been  told,  and  authorized  to  state  to  this  House, 


that  a  large  majority  of  the  people  were  opposed  to 
this  restriction,  and  most  sincerely  hoped  that 
Congress  would  provide  that  free  white  male  citi- 
zens who  had  resided  in  this  District  tv/el ve  months, 
and  were  residents  of  the  ward  in  which  they  pro- 
posed to  vote,  should  be  permitted  to  enjoy  all  the 
privileges  of  franchise  which  were  extended  to  the 
man  of  property. 

Mr.  McLANE  next  addressed  the  House,  and 
alluded  to  the  connection  of  the  State  of  Maryland 
with  this  District,  and  the  necessary  importance  to 
that  State  of  the  legislation  for  the  people  of  the 
District  of  Columbia.  He  was  therefore  exceed- 
ingly anxious  that  all  legislation  for  this  District 
should  be  undertaken  with  great  caution.  AVith 
respect  to  the  restriction  which  had  been  magnified 
into  a' property  qualification,  he  said  the  House 
would  find  on  examination  that  it  was  purely  dem- 
ocratic, for  it  remained  with  the  people  to  impose 
the  law  or  not,  as  they  thought  fit.  He  lived  in  a 
State  where  a  poll  tax  could  not  be  imposed,  for 
the  constitution  forbade  it,  and  the  principle  of  that 
constitution  had  his  hearty  assent.  And  he  was 
glad  of  an  opportunity  to  give  a  vote  to  enable  the 
people  of  this  District  to  enjoy  a  [)rivilege  which 
the  people  of  Maryland  enjoyed — to  enact  what 
sort  of  taxes  they  would  pay.  If  they  pleased  to 
enact  that  a  poll  tax  should  be  paid  for  the  support 
of  schools,  they  had  his  free  consent  to  do  it,  for 
he  recognized  their  right  to  tax  themselves.  He 
also  availed  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  say  that 
he  should  be  glad,  if  he  could  do  it,  to  give  hia 
vote  for  the  passage  of  a  law  to  enable  the  District 
of  Columbia  to  do  all  its  own  legislation.  He  did 
not  mean  to  open  that  question  now,  but  he  be- 
lieved that  the  passage  of  the  Constitution  which 
authorized  Congress  to  exercise  exclusive  juris- 
diction over  this  District,  simply  meant  jurisdiction 
exclusive  of  every  other  Stale.  He  had  no  idea 
that  it  gave  to  honorable  gentlemen  from  the  West 
any  more  than  to  those  from  the  East  the  right  to 
come  here  and  force  on  the  people  of  this  District 
their  own  peculiar  election  laws.  He  desired  that 
the  people  of  this  District  should  enact  their  own 
election  laws;  and  he  hoped  that  gentlemen,  whether 
from  the  East,  West,  South,  or  North,  would  not 
attempt  here  to  carry  out  their  own  notions.  He 
contended  that  the  people  here  had  the  right  of 
self-government,  and  for  his  own  constituents  he 
could  say  with  much  confidence,  that  they  denied 
to  Congress  the  right  to  exercise  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  any  other  than  a  Federal  jurisdiction. 
This  bill  gave  to  the  people  of  this  District  the 
privilege  of  self-government.  The  feature  in  it 
which  struck  him  as  the  most  admirable,  was  its 
democratic  feature — that  which  gave  to  the  people 
the  right  to  make  their  own  laws  and  to  prescribe 
their  own  taxes. 

But  another  word  as  to  this  property  qualifica- 
tion of  which  so  much  had  been  said.  He  saw 
before  him  a  gentleman  who,  at  an  early  period  of 
the  session,  introduced  a  proposition  here  for  the 
retrocession  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the 
State  "of  Maryland  ;  and  he  had  not  seen  one  of  his 
constituents  since  who  had  not  made  that  a  subject 
of  inquiry.  In  Maryland  there  was  but  one  opin- 
ion on  this  subject.  They  would  be  too  happy  to 
relieve  this  Government  from  all  agitation  which 
had  been  occasioned  by  the  transient  population 
of  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  people  of  Mary- 
land were  exceedingly  jealous  of  movements  in 
this  District  by  its  floating  population  (which  was 
a  perfect  nuisance)  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  So 
long  as  the  Federal  Government  exercised  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction  over  this  District,  and  tens  of 
thousands  of  people  came  here  annually  to  get 
oflice,  they  constituted  a  floating  population  that 
was  dangerous  to  his  own  State.  The  House, 
then,  would  readily  understand  the  great  anxiety 
felt  in  the  State  of  Maryland  respecting  the  suf- 
frage in  this  District.  He  claimed  for  the  people 
of  the  District  to  act  for  themselves  in  this  matter, 
and  to  pass  such  laws  as  they  should  think  best  for 
their  own  protection.  By  this  bill  the  right  of  suf- 
frage wasgiven  to  the  free  while  men  of  the  District; 
anti  he  called  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Henley]  to  this  provision,  which 
was  perfectly  free  from  any  property  qualihcation. 
This  bill  gave  univer.sal  suffrage,  except  on  the 
point  of  residence.  The  State  from  which  he  came 
also  conferred  universal  suflrage,  and  he  was  for 
the  same  system  here. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  he  did  not  understand  the 
force  of  language  if  it  were  so. 
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Mr.  McLANE  did  not  propose  to  rest  the  issue 
on  his  own  assertion.  He  refeired  to  the  lan- 
euose  of  the  act  itself.  What  did  the  bill  propose? 
Wliy,  that  every  wliite  male  citizen  of  iweiUy-one 
years  of  age  should  vole  ni  this  District,  provided 
he  could  bring  proof  to  the  authorities  of  his  resi- 
dence. If  a  person  claiming  to  reside  here  have 
property,  the  assessment  book,  it  was  provided, 
shoidd  furnish  proof;  and  if  his  name  were  not 
found  there,  tlien  he  should  prove  that  he  had  the 
right  to  be  assessed.  Assessment  was  proof  of 
residence.  In  the  Stale  of  Maryland,  a  residence 
of  si.K  month.s  in  any  county  was  necessary  to  en- 
able a  person  lo  vote,  and  without  tliat  qualifica- 
tion he  could  not  vote;  and  yet  who  would  deny 
that  they  had  universal  sulfrage  in  the  State  of 
Marylaiid  ?  The  person  dcsiring'to  vote  must  prove 
that  his  residence  was  in  the  State,  and  he  must 
do  it  by  a  prescribed  form.  This  was  provided  to 
guard  against  frauds.  And,  to  the  best  of  his  judg- 
ment, this  bill  provided  universal  suffrage  for  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Every  man  was  entitled  to 
vote  who  had  the  qualifications  which  the  peof)le 
themselves  preset  ibed;  and  any  resident  here  could 
vote  though  he  did  not  hold  projierty  to  the  value 
of  one  dollar.  And  if  it  could  be  proved  that  a 
man  could  vote  without  holding  a  farthing's  worth 
of  property,  was  there,  he  asked,  any  property 
qualification.'  * 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  said  there  was  apro- 
vision  in  relation  to  a  poll  tax  of  one  dollar  per 
annum.  Now,  suppose  that  tax  were  not  levied, 
and  the  person  desiring  to  vote  possessed  no  prop- 
erly, would  not  such  person  be  excluded  from 
voting.' 

Mr.  McLANE.     Not  at  all. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  read  the  clause  to 
■which  he  had  referred,  and  contended  that  the  poll 
tax  must  be  paid  before  the  vole  could  be  given. 

Mr.  McLANE  proceeded  to  explain,  to  show 
that  the  gentleman  from  New  York  was  mistaken, 
and  that  the  rights  of  the  people  were  carefully 
preserved  and  protected. 

Mr.  COCKE  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table. 

The  vote  was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas 
74,  nays  58,  as  follows  : 

YEAS — INIessrs.  Abbiitf,  Adams,  Barrow,  Bayly,  Bediiiger, 
Belolier,  BlLiwcliard,  Bocork,  Butts,  Boydon,  Brady,  Wil- 
iiaiii  G.  Briuvii,  Biu'kiier,  Butler,  Cabtll,  Caiiljy,  Cliapiiiau, 
Cuckf,  (Jollamer,  Conner,  Craiistun,  Di.\on,  Duer,  Ganiutt 
Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwurils,  Eiiilircie,  Nathan  Evans,  Farrcily, 
Fislier,  Flounioy,  Gentry,  G  igpin,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Hilliard, 
Elias  B.  Holmes,  John  W.  Houston,  Hul)hard,  Hudson, 
Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ing>Tsoll,  Thomas  B.  Kim;,  Daniel  P.  Kin?, 
Wm.  T.  Lawriincn,  McDowell,  Mcllvaine,  Mel.ane,  iWar.-h, 
Marvin,  Outlaw,  Pendleton,  Preston,  Rliett,  John  A.  Kock- 
Wrll,  Sheriill,  Sims,  Slingerlaiiil,'rruman  Smith,  Stephens, 
Andrew  Stewart,  Charles  K.  Stuart,  Stiohm,  Tallmadfise, 
'J'aylor,  Thibodeaux,  John  B.  Tliomjison,  Tompkins,  Van 
Dvke,  Vinton,  Warren,  White,  Wilson,  and  Woodward 
—14. 

.\AYS — Messrs.  Atkinson,  Beale,  Boyd,  Bridges,  Cath- 
cart,  C'lapp,  Franklin  Clark,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R. 
VV.  Cobb,  Collins,  Cummins,  Daniel,  Dickin.-oii,  Fieklin, 
Fries,  Green,  Willard  P.  Hall,  Hammons,  Henley,  Hill, 
Georye  S.  Houston,  (;harles  J.  Ins;ersoll,  Jeiikin<,  Andrew 
Johnson,  James  H.  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  Gv.or'^e 
W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Lahm,  La  S6re,  Lefiier,  Lincoln, 
Lumpkin,  McKay,  Job  Mann,  Meade,  Miller,  Morris,  Morse, 
Miillin,  iMurphv,  Palfrey,  Phelps,  Pill-bury,  liicliardsoii, 
Rieliey,  Itoekliill,  Sawyer,  Smart,  Robert  Smith,  Stark- 
weather, James  Thompson,  William  Thompson,  Venable, 
VVentworth,  Wiley,  Williams,  and  Wilniot— 58. 

So  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

EXPORTS  AND   IMPORTS  OF  SPECIE,   ETC. 
Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to 
8us|)end  the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House  the  agi;re(;ate  amount  of  exports  and 
impoiis  duriiii;  the  three  qiiartiTs  of  the  years  1847  and  IS-lti, 
ending  the  ;ilst  March  ;  also,  showing  the  amoiinl  of  specie 
exported  and  imported  ;  br<;ad<tiifls,  viz:  flour,  wheat, corn, 
and  rornmeal,  exported  durlim  h-aid  periods;  showing  sepa- 
rately the  amount  of  each  exported  to  und  imported  from 
EoKl.and. 

Mr.  VENABLE  suggested  to  Mr.  Stewart  to 
modify  his  resolution,  by  striking  out  the  words, 
•'  viz:  flour,  wheal,  corn,  and  cornmeal,"  and  in- 
serting, "  provisions  of  all  kinds." 

Mr.  STEWART  as.scnting,  the  resolution  was 
accordingly  so  modified. 

The  question  was  t)ut  on  suspending  the  rules, 
and  there  were  aye.s  oO,  noes  37. 

Two-thirds  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules 
were  suspended,  and  the  resolution  received. 

Me.ssr.s.  VENAI5LE  and  MEADE  having  each 
made  suggestions  to  modify — 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  he  wished  to  ofTer  an  amend- 


ment to  the  resolution.  He  desired  to  make  the 
resolution  cover  the  whole  year,  and  not  three- 
quarters  only. 

Mr.  HUDSON  said  the  fourth  quarter  was  al- 
ready reported,  and  would  in  a  few  days  be  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  he  wanted  to  have  it  alto- 
gether, so  as  to  have  the  return  presented  to  view 
in  one  document. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  the  resolution  called  for 
the  exports  and  imports  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  the 
object  was  to  contrast  the  last  year's  exports  with 
those  of  the  present.  Last  year  our  exports  of 
breadstufis  was  about  $50,000,000,  and  we  were 
told  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  the  ex- 
ports of  breadstaffs  would  increase  and  go  on  in- 
creasing. He  had  now  seen,  however,  a  statement 
in  the  newspapers  of  New  York,  showing;  that  the 
exports  of  Hour  and  wheat  to  England  this  year 
had  not  amounted  to  one-tenth  part  of  the  amount 
of  exports  of  the  last  year  to  England.  The  same 
statement  had  appeared  in  the  Union.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  had  assured  them  that  the 
effect  of  free  trade  would  be  to  increase  the  ex- 
ports— not  so  rapidly  hereafter  to  be  sure — but  still 
that  it  would  go  on  increasing.  Well,  how  had 
the  exports  of  flour  increased.'  Why,  last  year 
2,500,000  barrels  of  flour  were  exported  lo  Eng- 
land, and  this  year  the  exports  had  not  been  more 
than  207,000,  being  less  than  one-tenth.  Now,  if 
that  was  the  eft'ecl  of  the  present  tariff  for  the  past, 
what  would  be  the  diminulion  for  the  future  under 
the  operation  of  the  tariff  of  1846? 

Mr.  STEPHENS  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  to  modify  his  resolution  so  as  to 
include  cotton. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  he  had  "no  objection.  He 
then  proceeded  to  say  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  told  them  that  under  this  system  of 
free  trade  the  increase  in  exports  would  go  on  unlil 
they  amounted  to  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars; 
but  instead  of  an  increase  of  exports,  we  had  come 
down  to  one-tenth  of  the  exports  of  last  year.  At 
the  same  rate  of  decrease,  what,  he  asked,  would 
be  our  condition  next  year.'  Why,  under  the  Sec- 
retary's system,  the  exports  would  be  nothing. 

But  since  he  was  up,  and  seeing  his  colleague  in 
his  place,  there  was  another  point  on  which  he 
wished  to  say  a  word.  His  colleague,  [Mr.  C.  J. 
Ingersoll,]  some  days  since,  when  he  (Mr.  S.) 
was  not  in  his  seal,  introduced  a  proposition  to 
take  off  half  the  duty  on  iron,  coal,  woollen  goods, 
and  cotton  goods,  and  every  species  of  manufac- 
ture in  which  the  people  of  his  Stale  were  much 
interested.  The  proposition  was  to  reduce  from 
thirty  to  fifteen  per  cent,  every  species  of  manu- 
facture, as  well  as  every  species  of  luxury,  a  prop- 
osition which  would  seriously  affect  the  revenue, 
for  it  was  from  such  goods  the  revenue  was  mainly 
raised.  That  proposition,  he  supposed,  was  made 
on  consultation  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  there  was  no  such 
proposition  made.  His  proposition  was,  lo  take 
oft' fifteen  per  cent,  from  the  tariff  on  French  silks 
and  jewelry. 

Mr.  STEWART  insisted  that  the  effect  of  such 
a  proposition,  if  agreed  to,  would  be  to  reduce  all 
those  things  that  came  under  the  thirty  per  cent, 
rates,  such  as  iron,  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  hats, 
shoes,  boots, &c.,  and  to  bring  them  down  to  fifteen 
per  cent.,  and  that,  he  supposed,  was  oft'ered  on 
consultation  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  J.  C.  INGERSOLL.  1  am  my  own  mas- 
ter. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  his  colleague  had  been 
chairman  of  the  Commilice  on  Foreign  Relations, 
and  did  he  not  know  that  we  had  reciprocity  trea- 
ties with  England  and  other  nations,  putting  them 
all  on  a  footing  with  the  most  favored  nation,  and 
that,  if  these  reductions  were  made  in  relation  lo 
Fiench  goods,  the  ellect  would  be  to  reduce  the 
duties  on  the  same  kind  of  goods  of  every'othcr 
nation.'  Did  his  colleague  deny  that  such  would 
be  the  operation  of  our  treaties,  and  that  it  would 
not  reduce  the  duly  on  cotton  and  woollen  goods, 
on  iron  and  coal,  shoes,  boots,  hats,  as  well  as 
every  species  of  luxuries,  thus  reducing  revenue 
on  the  various  articles  from  which  our  revenue  was 
mo.stly  derived  exactly  one-half,  at  a  time  when 
our  ex|ieiidKurus  were  double  our  entire  revenues, 
and  at  the  same  time  give  a  mortal  blow  to  our 
national  industry  in  every  department.' 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  would  simply  say,  that  his 


colleague  was  in  a  state  of  excitement.  He  re- 
commended his  colleague  to  keep  perfectly  cool. 
His  resolution,  to  which  his  colleague  had  referred, 
merely  proposed  that  the  Conirnitiee  of  Ways  and 
Means  should  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  llie  ex- 
pediency of  certain  reductions  of  duty;  and  of 
course,  as  that  was  to  be  submitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  they  would  report  as  they 
thought  proper.  On  tliat  committee,  he  was  aware 
when  he  offered  the  resolution,  was  the  gentlenxan 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vinton,]  who  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  his  resolution,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Hudson,]  who  opposed  it. 
These  gentlemen  were  leadinjj  members  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  committee,  which  stood  six  to  three 
on  that  subject.  In  their  hands  he  presumed  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  deem  the 
matter  save. 

While  he  was  on  the  floor,  and  to  obviate  the 
necessity  of  his  colleague  questioning  him  again, 
he  wished  to  say  that  the  resolution  of  his  col- 
league, for  the  introduction  of  which  he  had  voted 
to  suspend  the  rules,  was  a  good  one;  but  he  thought 
his  colleague  was  giving  the  worst  reasons  for  its 
i  adoption.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  in- 
formed them  that  the  duties  this  ye^r  would  ex- 
ceed his  estimates.  They  were  now  exceeding 
$31,000,000,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  commo- 
tion in  which  all  Europe  now  was,  they  would  not 
only  have  exceeded  p6,000,000,  but  would  have 
amounted  to  $38,000,000. 

Mr.  SAWYER  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  The 
resolution  was  a  call  on  the  department  for  infor- 
mation, and,  therefore,  if  objection  was  made,  it 
must  go  over  under  the  lule. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  that  the  resolution  was  before  the  House  un- 
der a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and  consequendy  his 
objection  was  not  well  taken. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  his  collebgue  did  not  deny 
what  had  been  said  as  to  the  ruinous  effects  of  his 
proposition  upon  the  countr)',  but  seemed  to  think 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  could  prevent 
it;  but  he  would  not  press  the  matter  at  present. 
Mr.  S.  said  Pie  had  not  intended  to  engage  in  any 
debate  on  this  subject.  He  had  at  first  intended 
to  give  a  silent  vote,  and  would  have  done  so  had 
not  objections  been  raised  on  the  other  side,  and 
he  was  willing  now  that  the  debate  should  stop. 
He  had,  however,  taken  occasion  to  point  out  to 
his  colleague  the  effect  which  his  proposition  to  the 
House  some  time  since  would  have  had.  He  would 
not  now  make  any  further  remarks,  and,  as  many 
gentlemen  seemed  anxious  to  terminate  the  debate, 
he  would  call  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BAYLY  (at  whose  request  the  motion  for 
the  previous  question  was  withdrawn)  desired  to 
make  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania.  In  the  first  place,  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  misstated,  doubtless  unin- 
tentionally, the  position  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  this  subject.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  never  said  that  the  exports  of  breadstuffs 
this  fiscal  year  would  be  greater  than  they  were 
the  last  fiscal  year.  The  position  which  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  took  was  this,  that  under 
the  altered  tariff  there  would  be  a  jirogressive  in- 
crease in  the  exports  of  agricultural  products;  but 
no  one  could  have  understood  him  as  saying  that 
the  effect  would  be  instantaneous.  The  statement 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  did  make  he 
(Mr.  B.)  would  maintain.  He  was  prepared  to 
show  at  the  proper  time  that  it  was  correct.  The 
experience  of  the  past  year  sustained  the  position 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  he  (Mr.  B.) 
would  assert,  without  the  fear  of  error  or  success- 
ful contradiction,  that  the  exports  of  l^eadstuffs 
and  provisions  from  f+iis  country  to  Great  Britain 
had  been  larger  this  year  than  any  preceding  year 
under  a  protective  tariff.  It  was  extraordinary 
that  it  should  be  so,  for  they  knew  that  the  last 
year  wa.'i  one  of  unprecedented  productiveness  in 
Great  Britain,  and  therefore  sueh  a  result  might 
not  have  been  expected.  He  reiterated  the  asser- 
tion that  the  exports  of  breadstuffs  and  provisions 
to  Great  Britain  had  been  greater  this  year  than 
any  year  of  a  protective  tariff. 

Mr.  STEWART.    The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 

Mr.  BAYLY  was  not  mistaken. 'He  would  not, 
however,  argue  the  question  now.  He  should 
have  an  occasion  to  do  so  hereafter;  and  he  gave 
notice  that  he  should  point  out  numerous  errors 
and  fallacies  of  a  printed  speech  of  the  gentleman 
froni  Pennsylvania,  lo  which    his   attention  had 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED  AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  BY  BLAIR  h  RIVES. 


30th  Congress,  1st  Session. 

been  called,  though  he  Icnew  not  when  it  had  been 
delivered.  When  the  f)roper  time  came,  he  should 
show  tliat  there  had  been  an  increase  of  the  ex- 
ports of  agricultural  producls. 

Mr.  STEWART  inquired  if  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  intended  the  House  to  understand  that 
there  had  been  an  increase  of  exports  of  agricul- 
tural products. 

Mr.  BAYLY  replied,  that  he  meant  to  say  that 
we  have  exported  more  breadstuffs  and  provisions 
to  Great  Britain  this  year,  following  an  exceed- 
ingly productive  harvest  in  England,  than  any 
year  of  a  protective  tariff — any  fiscal  year  he 
meant,  though  he  was  willing  to  lake  from  the  1st 
day  of  January,  if  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia pleased. 

Mr.  STEWART  said,  from  a  statement  which 
•was  published  in  the  Union  last  Friday  or  Satur- 
day, it  appeared  that,  taking  the  exports  of  b.read- 
stufFs,  flour,  and  wheat,  to  Englar)d  and  Ireland 
during  the  last  three  months,  and  supposing  them 
for  the  next  three  to  be  on  the  same  average,  we 
would  have  exported  to  Great  Britain  this  whole 
year  not  one-tenth  part  of  the  amount  we  export- 
ed last  year.  He  had  that  statement  on  the  au- 
thority of  the  Urrion ;  he  asked  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  if  he  denied  it? 

Mr.  BAYLY  replied  that  he  denied  no  such 
proposition.  That  was  not  the  proposition  he 
made,  and  he  called  on  the  gentleman  to  deny  it; 
he  did  not  desire  that  he  should  evade  it.  He 
said  that,  taking  the  period  that  had  elapsed  of  the 
present  fiscal  year,  there  had  lieen  alarjjer  export- 
ation of  provisions  to  Great  Britain  than  there  ever 
had  been  before  during  the  same  period  under  a 
protective  tariff;  and  that  upon  the  heel  of  a  large 
crop  there. 

Let  him  state  another  thing.  The  gentlerhan 
was  very  ingenious  in  his  statement  of  facts;  he 
hitched  upon  wheat  flour 

Mr.  STEWART,  (in  his  seat.)    And  corn  too. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  (continuing  his  sentence,)  and 
had  lost' sight  of  the  great  exportation  of  Indian 
corn,  of  which  we  had  already  exported  over  two 
million  bushels  this  year.  That  was  a  larger 
amount  than  we  had  ever  been  in  the  habit  of  ex- 
porting under  a  protective  tariff  to  the  whole  world 
together. 

Mr.  VINTON  inquired  if  the  gentleman  attrib- 
uted that  amount  of  exportation  to  the  reduction 
of  our  duties,  or  to  the  removal  of  the  British  du- 
ties ? 

Mr.  BAYLY  replied,  partly  to  both.  The  re- 
moval of  the  duty  at  one  end  of  the  line  produced 
precisely  the  same  result  as  at  the  other.  W'len 
they  removed  the  duty  in  Great  Britain,  the  tend- 
ency was  to  increase  the  exportation  there;  when  we 
removed  the  duty  here,  it  still  further  unshackled 
the  arms  of  commerce,  and  increased  exporta- 
tions. 

Mr.  STEWART  observed  that  the  gentleman 
had  said  that  the  exportation  of  corn  to  Great  Brit- 
ain this  year  was  2,000,000  bushels;  he  asked  him 
whether  last  year  the  exportation  of  corn  did  not 
exceed  $14,000,000  worth. 

Mr.  BAYLY  leplied  it  did;  and  nobody  ever 
maintained  that  the  whole  of  tiiat  exportation  was 
owing  to  the  tariff  of  1846.  It  was  owing  to  that 
to  a  considerable  extent,  but  not  altogether,  and 
this  he  would  undertake  to  show  when  the  proper 
occasion  arose.  But  wiiy  did  the  gentleman  hitch 
on  the  last  year?  Why  did  he  not  take  a  long 
series,  a  period  of  say  twenty  years?  He  should, 
before  he  sat  down,  move  an  amendment  to  pro- 
vide foi-  the  presenting,  in  one  statement,  our  ex- 
ports and  imports  of  agricultural  products  for  the 
last  twenty  years 

Mr.  STEWART,  (in  his  seat.)  I  accept  that 
as  a  modification.  • 

Mr.  BAYLY,  (continuing) — so  that  the  House 
and  the  country  might  see  in  one  view  what  had 
been  theavcrageexportof  ouragricultural  products 
during  periods  of  a  high  protective  and  a  low  tariff. 
The  gentleman,  having  accepted  the  modification, 
it  would  present  the  case  fairly. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.     Put  in  cotton. 

Mr.  STEWART.     Ye.s. 
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Mr.  BAYLY,  remarking  that  the  term  "agri- 
cultural products"  included  col^)n,  said  he  vs^ould 
like  to  have  fnrnish'ed,  not  only  the  amounts  of 
agricultural  products,  but  what  was  akin  to  them, 
of  provisions — hef.'f  and  pork. 

Mr.  STEWART,  adverting  to  the  declaration 
of  Mr.  Bayly  of  his  intention  to  correct  certain 
mistakes  which  he  (Mr.  S.)  had  made  some  time 
asTo,  said  the  gentleman  fi-om  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
Ventabi.e]  had  said  at  the  time — some  four  or  five 
months  ago — that  these  mistakes  should  be  cor- 
rected promptly;  but  no  answer  had  been  given  by 
that  gentleman,  or  any  one  else  in  the  House,  in 
the  "Union,"  or  any  other  public  print,  up  to  this 
time. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  said  that  we 
exported  more  agricultural  products  under  a  low 
than  under  a  high  tariff.  Under  four  years  of  the 
hin-hest  tariff  we  had  had,  we  had  exported  more  to 
Great  Britain,  a  hundred  times,  than  we  had  done 
for  four  years  under  a  low  tariff. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  I  beg  leave  to  take  issue  with 
the  gentleman. 

Mr.  STEWART.  1  thank  you.  I  make  that 
statement,  and  challenge  any  gentleman  to  contro- 
vert it  if  he  can. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  If  the  gentleman  will  take  any 
period  of  four  consecutive  years.  I  do  not  mean 
that  hejnay  run  over  the  whole  period  of  twenty 
or  thirty  years,  and  select  a  year  here  and  there  to 
make  up  four  years  of  hi2;h  tariff;  but  let  the  gen- 
tleman select  any  cycle  of  four  years  under  a  liigh 
protective  tariff 

Mr.  STEWART.     Four  consecutive  years. 

Mr.  BAYLY.     Four  consecutive  years. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  take  four  years  of  the  tariff 
of  1828  and  four  years  of  the  lowest  part  of  the 
compromise  act. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Theft  I  understand,  and  this 
House  understands,  the  issue  between  the  gentle- 
man and  myself,  and  we  will  decide  it  by  the  doc- 
ument. He  states  he  will  take  four  consecutive 
years  under  a  high  tariff,  and  will  show  that  the 
exports  of  agricultural  products  were  greater  than 
under  any  four  years  of  low  tariff  which  I  may 
select.  If  the  gentleman  convicts  me  of  an  error, 
I  will  agree  never  to  make  another  assertion  in 
this  House. 

Mr.  STEWART  repeated  the  statement  that 
our  breadstuffs  exported  to  Great  Britain  for  four 
years  under  the  tariff  of  1828,  contrasted  with  the 
same  exports  for  four  years  under  the  compromise 
bill,  amounted  to  a  hundred  times  larger  amount 
under  the  high  than  under  the  low  tariff. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  if  he  had  not  some  little  ac- 
quainfance  with  the?e  facts  the  gentleman  might 
undertake  to  trap  him,  but  he  told  him  his  labor 
would  be  in  vain.  The  gentleman  hitched  upon 
the  exports  to  Great  Britain;  he  threw  out  of  view 
not  only  the  rest  of  the  world,  but  the  colonies  and 
dependencies  of  Great  Britain.  Why  did  he  this? 
Did  v/e  not  all  know  that  until  the  reduction  of  the 
British  corn  laws  nearly  all  our  exports  of  bread- 
stuffs  to  Great  Britain  went  through  the  Canadas, 
and  were  put  down  in  our  commercial  tables  as 
going  to  the  dependencies  of  Great  Britain,  not  to 
Great  Britain  herself?  The  gentleman  undertook 
to  presume  on  his  ignorance  in  the  matter  and  to 
hitch  on  Great  Britain;  he  (Mr.  B.)  took  the  whole 
world. 

Mr.  STEWART.     Agreed. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Or,  if  the  gentleman  wishes,  I 
will  take  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies. 

Mr.  STEWART.     Agreed. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Well,  the  gentleman  takes  the 
whole  world;  let  that  be  the  issue,  and  we  will 
decide  it  when  the  document  comes  in. 

In  reference  to  thf  allusion  of  Mr.  Stewart  to 
his  speech  being  unanswered ,  Mr.  Bayly  said  he  felt 
a  great  repugnance  to  discussing  questions  out  of 
order,  as  the  gentleman  had  when  he  had  made 
that  speech,  of  the  delivery  of  which,  in  fact,  he 
had  not  been  informed  until  he  had  heard  of  copies 
ofit  being  sent  to  his  own  State,  with  inquiries  why 
its  misstatements  had  not  been  answered  in  the 
House.  He  would  attem[)t  to  answer  it  whenever 
opportunity  presented;  and  ho  would  undertake 
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to  show  that  every  solitary  prediction  which  the 
friends  of  free  trade  had  made  with  reference  to  its 
results  had  been  literally  fulfilled,  at  the  same  timo 
that  every  solitary  prediction  of  ruin  made  by  its 
enemies  had  been  signally  falsified. 

He  now  submitted  the  following  amendment  to 
the  resolution:  "  _ 

And  that  till;  S'cretary  of  the  Treasury  be  also  required 
to  rt'ijorl  iDtliis  Hoiiselhs  wholeainoiint of  aurirnlliiral  pro- 
ducts and  products  of  the  forests  of  this  cnnnlry  exported 
from  1PM  to  the  present  lime,  Together  with  the  exports  and 
iiriports  of  specie  for  tlie  same  period. 

Mr.  STEVv'ART  accepted  this  amendment,  and 
modified  his  resolution  accordingly. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  in  accordance  with  his  pledge, 
renewed  the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

The  demand  was  seconded,  and  the  main  ques- 
tion ordered,  and,  being  taken,  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 

IVIr.GRINNELL  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  on  committees  for  reports. 
Lost. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  usual  resolution  to 
terminate  the  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  in  one-half  hour  after  the 
House  shall  again  resolve  itself  into  committee,  on 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of 
revolutionary  and  other  pensions  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  ending  .Tune  SO,  1849. 

Mr.  STRONG  iTioved  to  extend  the  time  to  one 
hour.     Lost. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to 
enable  him  to  offer  a  resolution  to  make  the  post 
route  bill  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Friday 
next. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  motion; 
but,  before  being  taken — 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  May  15,1848. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with 
a  resolution  of  the  1.3th  instant,  calling  for  copies 
of  any  orders  to  officers  of  our  naval  squadron  in 
relation  to  giving  aid  to  Yucatan,  a  communication 
from  the  Navy  Department  containing  copies  of 
orders  issued  on  the  8th  and  12th  May  to  Commo- 
dore Perry. 

[The  communication  of  the  8th  instant  directs 
the  Commodore  to  allow  powder  to  be  landed  at 
Sisal,  provided  the  Commodore  has  reason  to  think 
that  it  will  not  he  used  against  us.  That  of  the 
12(h  instant  compliments  Commodore  Perry  on  his 
efforts,  with  his  limited  means,  to  give  aid;  and 
satisfaction  that  he  should  have  visited  the  coast; 
directs  the  entire  force  of  the  marines  at  Alvarado 
to  be  sent  to  Laguna,  with  instructions  to  repel  the 
Indians  if  they  approach  that  point,  and  tells  him 
that  his  force  will  not  justify  a  march  into  the  in- 
terior, and  goes  on  to  say,  that  "  while  the  United 
'States  are  engaged  in  a  war  with  Mexico,  the 
'  actual  presence,  without  our  consent,  of  the  armed 
'  force  of  a  neutral  Power,  within  the  territory 
'  of  our  enemy,  cooperating  with  any  portion 
'  of  the  Mexican  people  in  military  operations, 
'  cannot  be  permitted.  Such  a  state  of  things,  it  is 
'hoped,  will  not  occur.  If  you  should  have  rea- 
'  son  to  believe  that  it  will,  you  will  communicate 
'  it  without  further  delay,  that  the  President  may 
'  take  such  measures  as  his  constitutional  duty 
'  will  require  at  his  hands."] 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on  Pat- 
ents, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Obed  Hussey; 
which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  also,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bancroft 
Woodcock,  accompanied,  in  each  case,  by  a  report; 
which  was  read  a  first  time. 

The  followinV  re.solution,  submitted  on  Saturday 
last  by  Mr.  HANNEGA>f,  was  taken  up  and  adopted: 

Resolved  That  the  Committee  on  rorcipn  Relations  he  In- 
structed to'iunuiie  into  the  expetlienoy  of  esinblislung  the 
eousulite  at  iVluseat,  in  tlie  dominions  ot  the  Jmauni,  upon 
the  same  footini;  witli  those  of  Tanpiers,  Tripoli,  and  Tunis, 
in  tlio  Karbary  Stale*. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  YULEE,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning  school 
lands  in  the  State  of  Florida;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  was,  by  unaninnous  consent, 
read  a  third  lime  and  passed. 

NOMINATIONS    WITHHELD. 
The  following   resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
JoHN'soN,  of  Maryland,  came  up  in  its  order: 

Resolied,  Tli.it  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  re- 
quested to  inl'nrm  ttin  Senate  wlietlicr  any  otlioers  are  now 
in  the  military  or  civil  service  of  the  United  States,  under 
appoinfiiienis  from  the  President,  which  have  not  l)een  suh- 
mitted  to  the  Senate  ;  and  if  there  be  any  such  appnintm(!nts, 
that  he  state  the  date  of  such  appoii-tmeiits,'  and  why  it  is 
that  it  iias  not  hcen  in  tlie  power  of  t'.ie  Presideat  to  submit 
tlicni  to  ihe  considi'ration  of  tlie  Smuitc. 

Mr.  BORLAND  addressed  the  Senate  against 
the  resolution,  which  he  considered  as  not  merely 
incfuisitorial,  but  beyond  the  power  of  the  Senate. 
The  manner  in  which  the  resolution  was  at  first 
agreed  to  shou'cd  that  it  was  regarded  as  a  com- 
mon-place proposition,  such  as  no  Senator  could 
object  to,  and  the  President  would  not  be  unwilling 
to  answer.  But  as  a  little  examination  had  shown 
that  it  had  a- more  important  bearing  than  was  at 
fii-st  imagined,  he  was  glad  that  it  had  been  recon- 
sidered. He  thought  there  was  great  harm  em- 
braced, although  he  did  not  charge  that  any  was 
intended,  in  this  resolution,  and  he  protested  against 
its  adoption. 

PTe  read  from  the  Federalist  the  views  of  Alex- 
ander Hamilton  on  the  power  of  appointment,  in 
which  it  was  alleged  that  the  President  had  the 
sole  power  of  appointment  during  the  recess.  Af- 
ter this  quotation,  he  insisted  that  the  President 
had  no  authority  to  send  nominations  of  officers 
.so  appointed  by  him  during  the  recess,  to  the  Sen- 
ate for  confirm.ation.  The  President  had  the  pow- 
er, and  was  bound  to  e.xecute  it,  without  the 
cooperation  of  the  Senate.  Having  made  the  ap- 
pointment, it  was  beyond  his  control,  except  as 
regards  the  operation  of  the  law,  because  the  term 
of  service  is  fixed  and  specified  by  legal  provis- 
ions. 

He  pointed  out  several  motives  which  might 
have  influenced  the  President  in  delaying  to  send 
in  his  nominations,  without  attributing  to  him  any- 
thing censurable.  He  stated  that  General  Pillow 
could  not  have  succeeded  General  Scott,  because 
the  commission  of  General  Worth  was  of  an  earlier 
date,  and  consequently  lie  would  have  precedence 
over  General  Pillov/.  He  disclaimed  any  wish  to 
refer  to  the  personal  cliaracter  or  conduct  of  the 
individual.?  holding  commissions,  because  there 
were  circumstances  pending  wliich  seemed  to  ren- 
der such  a  reference  unnecessary  and  improper. 

With  reference  to  all  the  leading  principles  of 
the  Whig  party,  he  went  over  them  separately, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  they  had  all  be- 
come obsolete,  and  could  no  longer  be  sustained, 
and  that  the  Whigs  had  been  at  every  point  de- 
feated. He  intimated  his  belief  that  Mr.  Tyler 
had,  by  his  veto,  prevented  the  entire  destruction 
of  the  Whig  party,  which  was  in  danger  of  being 
annihilated  by  public  indignation.  The  Demo'^- 
cratic  party  tie  regarded  as  standing  in  a  strong 
position,  and  that  the  result  of  the  labors  of  the 
party  next  week  in  the  Monumental  City  would 
be  the  nomination  of  a  leader  who  would  carry  out 
its  measures  to  the  utmost. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  tho  resolution,  and  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  special  order;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

YUCATAN. 

The  bill  to  enable  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  take  temporary  military  occupation  of 
Yucatan  was  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  rose,  and  referred  to  the  ground 
on  which  the  mcssas;e  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  hud  placed  the  proposition  now  before 
the  Senate,  to  prevent  Yucatan  from  becoming  a 
colony  of  a  foreign  Pow<t,  and  to  prevent  also  The 
devastation  of  the  country  and  the  destruction  of 
the  white  inhabitants.  Ho  had  placed  our  pro- 
posed interference  on  the  ground  of  Mr.  Monroe's 
dftciarution.  Against  all  these  points,  against  the 
message  and  the  report  of  the  Commitice  on  For- 
eign Relations,  he  had,  after  deep  reflection,  made 
up  his  mind  to  record  his  vole. 

He  went  on  to  show  that  the  declaration  of  Mr. 
Monroe  was  published  in  opposition  to  ilie  designs 
of  the  Allied  Powers,  called  the  Holy  Alliance;  and 
contended  that  tiie  case  of  Yucatan  could  not  be 


brought  within  the  range  of  that  declaration.  He 
stated  what  was  the  conduct  of  the  Holy  Alliance, 
and  what  were  their  designs,  and  the  alarm  taken  by 
England  at  the  innovating  principles  laid  down  by 
them.  He  adverted  to  the  information  given  by 
Mr.  Rush,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  Cabinet 
acted  on  it.  The  schemes  and  the  existence  of  the 
Holy  Alliance  had  entirely  disappeared;  and,  if  a 
final  blow  had  been  necessary,  it  was  given  by  the 
recent  revolutions  in  Europe.  A  more  especial 
declaration  with  regard  to  Spain  was  then  agreed 
on,  and  Yucatan  cannot  be  comprehended  in  it. 

It  had  been  charged  that  England  would  inter- 
fere to  save  the  people  of  Yucatan;  but  he  had  seen 
no  evidence  of  anything  of  the  kind.  He  had  seen 
no  proof  that  England  had  furnished  arms  to  Yu- 
catan; none  that  she  intended  to  make  a  settlement 
in  Yucatan.  If  England  should  come  in,  she  comes 
without  any  hostile  intentions  against  Yucatan,  and 
we  should  have  no  right  to  take  offence  at  her  con- 
duct. 

He  glanced  at  the  causes  which  led  to  this  decla- 
ration of  Mr.  Monroe;  the  principal  of  which  was, 
the  attempt  of  Russia  to  extend  her  settlements  on 
the  northwest  coast  of  America,  in  which  she  was 
opposed  by  England  and  the  United  States.  He 
gave  his  own  version  of  the  history  of  the  con- 
struction of  this  declaration,  varying  in  some  re- 
sfiects  from  that  which  was  given  by  the  Senator 
from  Indiana.  The  effect  of  this  declaration  was, 
to  impose  a  check  on  the  colonization  schemes  of 
England,  which  so  offended  her  as  to  prevent  her 
from  going  heartily  with  the  United  States  against 
the  claims  of  Russia.  * 

He  denied  that  there  was  any  such  principle  in 
the  declaration  of  Mr.  Monroe,  as  is  assamed  by 
the  message  of  the  President.  If  his  views  were 
to  be  received  as  the  true  construction,  and  they 
were  to  be  carried  out,  we  should  be  kept  in  a  con- 
stant state  of 'war.  There  are  cases  in  which  he 
would  be  willing  to  interfere.  He  instanced  the 
case  of  Cuba.  So  long  as  that  island  remained  in 
the  hands  of  a  peaceful  nation  like  Spain,  we  ought 
to  be  content.  But  he  would  never  coiif^ent  to  let 
Cuba  go  into  the  hands  of  any  other  European 
Power,  because  the  transfer  would  be  prejudicial 
to  our  interests. 

In  the  case  of  Texas,  he  favored  annexation, 
because  he  saw  clearly,  in  his  opinion,  that  there 
might  be  an  interference  on  the  part  of  England, 
which  would  involve  us  in  a  triple  war — with  Eng- 
land, v/ith  Texas,  and  Mexico. 

He  had  been  asked  if  he  would  resist  England 
in  case  she  should  attempt  to  relieve  Yucatan,  and 
should  take  possession.  He  was  prepared  to  an- 
swer that  he  would  not,  and  this  for  irresistible 
reasons.  Yucatan  was,  for  the  greater  part,  worth- 
less. The  possession  oPher  would  not  strengthen 
the  facilities  of  England  to  injure  us.  Yucatan 
has  no  ports  which  could  be  made  serviceable  to 
her.  He  took  a  glance  at  the  outward  and  inward 
passages  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  to  show  that 
England,  in  consequence  of  l»er  great  naval  power, 
had  entire  command  of  the  Caribbean  Sea,  and 
could,  in  time  of  war,'close  the  Gulf  against  us. 

In  the  event  of  our  interference  with  Yucatan, 
who  can  fix  the  cost  or  the  limitation  of  the  war? 
We  might  defeat  the  Indians,  but  they  would  re- 
tire, and  render  it  necessary  that  we  should  pursue. 
It  would  be  a  repetition  of  the  Seminole  war;  and 
no  one  could  say  what  would  be  the  exfiense  of  the 
war,  and  when  it  could  be  brought  to  a  termina- 
tion. He  was  opposed  to  it  also,  because  itjii- 
volved  a  violation  of  our  treaty  with  Mexico. 

lie  regretted  that  the  questions  of  humanity  and 
policy  should  have  been  mixed  up  in  the  same 
message.  If  this  be  in  reality  a  war  of  races,  if  the 
white  race  is  not  responsible  for  the  war,  strong 
indeed  would  be  his  sympathy  with  them.  His 
feelings  were  with  the  whites.  And  if  the  Indians 
had  so  far  forgotlen  their  obligations  to  the  whiles, 
who  had  raised  them  to  a  position  of  equality,  as 
to  seek  their  externnination,  it  would  then  be  our 
policy  to  interpose.  _  All  the  intelligence  of  the 
country  was  with  the  whites.  Although  they  have 
no  very  enlarged  vicws-of  pdlilical  science,  still, 
while  they  continue  to  have  the  ascendency,  Yuca- 
tan may  go  forward.  But  if  the  Indians  gain  the 
control,  the  reverse  will  be  the  case:  she  will  go 
Jown — down — until  she  v.'ill  be  entirely  lost.  He 
condemned  the  indiseriminate  liberality  with  which 
political  rights  hrtd  been  given  to  the  Indians.  If 
this  liberality  had  been  more  stinted,  if  the  intelli- 
gent among  the  Indians  had 'been  first  selected  for 


promotion,  things  would  have  worn  a  different  as- 
pect. It  ought  to  be  our  duty,  as  far  as  we  can 
consistently,  to  give  all  our  influence  to  elevate  the 
most  intelligent  throughout  this  continent.  He 
would  not  say  that  he  might  not  be  willing  to 
ex'end  military  aid,  but  this'must  be  in  a  very  ex- 
traordinary instance,  standing  out  from  all  general 
cases. 

He  believed  that  in  this  case  rival  chiefs  had 
made  use  of  these  Indians;  that  protTiises  had  been 
made  to  them  by  Mendez,  who  engaged  to  abolish 
the  capitation  tax,  but  had  violated  his  promise, 
which  had  led  to  considerable  disturbance.  If  by 
acts  of  treachery  the  whites  have  brought  this  war 
on  themselves,  and  had  not  the  courage  to  make 
resistance,  he  knew  j-idt  why  they  should  expect 
us  to  defend  them.  But  there  are  women  and  chil- 
dren— and  here  our  feelings  are  excited.  He  un- 
dertook to  say,  that  the  latest  arrivals  showed  that 
England  had  shown  no  disposition  to  interfere, 
except  for  the  protection  of  helpless  fugitives.  He 
had  reason  to  believe  that  the  white  race  in  Yuca- 
tan cannot  retain  permanent  control. 

As  between  the  bill  and  amendment,  he  would 
prefer  the  bill.  He  considered  the  amendment  as 
defective,  because  it  gives  no  sufficient  indication 
of  its  purpose.  Nor  did  he  agree  to  the  preamble 
of  the  Senator  from  Alabama.  He  referred  to  the 
protest  of  Mr.  Sierra  against  the  treaty  with  Mex- 
ico, because  it  left  Yucatan  at  the  mercy  of  Mex- 
ico. He  stated  that  there  had  been  i^reat  misman- 
agement in  the  whole  business;  and  the  Yucatanese 
complain  that  one  of  the  effects  of  this  is,  that  they 
have  been  kept  destitute  of  arms.  FerhafiS  they 
were  as  v/ell  off  as  if  they  had  been  in  possession 
of  arms.  Still  we  have  to  hear  the  responsibility. 
We  ought  either  to  have  refrained  from  giving 
any  countenance  to  the  Yucatanese,  or  we  should 
have  furnished  them  with  means  of  defence. 

Mr.  CASS  made  a  very  brief  explanation  on  the- 
subject  of  the  harbors  of  Yucatan.  Lieutenant 
Porter  had  examined  the  map  on  Saturday,  at  his 
request,  and  had  discovered  the  existence  of  ar» 
excellent  harbor. 

Further  explanations  took  place  on  this  point, 
in  which  Mr.  CALHOUN,  Mr.  CASS,  and  Mr. 
FOOTE,  participated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BAGBY,  the  bill  was  then 
informally  passed  over;  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
for  the  ventilation  of  passenger  ships  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Mr.  D.  explained  the  object  of  tlie  amendments 
to  the  bill,  and  they  were  concurred  in, and  the  bill 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMERON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  William  B.  Grady,  which,  after  having  been 
i  explained  by  Mr.  C,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

And  then  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  May  16,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  regular  order  of  business  was  the  call  of  the 
committees  for  reports. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Archibald  Beard,  and  twenty-one  otlicrs,  mount- 
ed Tennessee  voluntgers;  and  a  bill  to  authorize  an 
increase  of  the  number  of  clerks  in  the  Treasury 
Department;  which  bills  were  severally  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  R.  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolution.  It  being 
objected  to,  the  resolution  was  not  received. 

Mr.  FLOURNOY,  from  the  same  comtnittee, 
reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  William  J.  Turner, 
and  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Yonge;  which 
bills  were  read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an  adverse 
report  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Chaney.  '  Laid 
on  the  table.  ^ 

Mr.  THIBODEAUX,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  collection 
district  of  South  Carolina,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  GRINNELL,  from  the  some  committee, 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issue  of  a  register  to 
the  brig  Encarnacion.  The  bill  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  and, 
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beins;  engrosser!,  it  was  reTtd  a  third  time,  passed, 
•and  sent"to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Philip  J.  Fontaine.  Read  and 
committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bills  authorizino;  the  repair  of  the 
dam  at  the  head  of  Cumberland  Island,  in  the 
Ohio  river,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House, 
with  amendments.    Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  .was 
referred  Senate  bill  extending  privileges  to  Amer- 
ican vessels  engaged  in  a  certain  mentioned  trade, 
and  for  other  purposes,  reported  the  same  back  to 
the  House,  with  amendments. 

The  amendments  were. read  and  ao;rped  to;  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  HUNT,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
■e.  bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  marine 
liospitals  therein  named.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the 
eame  committee,  reported  a  bill  making  appropri- 
ation for  certain  rivers  and  harbors,  and  for  the 
survey  of  certain  other  rivers  and  harbors.  Read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  PUTNAM,  from  the  Comraitteeon  Public 
Lands,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 
Evander  M.  Soper  and  others.   Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  to  require  the 
holders  of  military  land  warrants  to  compensate 
the  land  officers  of  the  United  Stales  for  services 
in  relation  to  the  location  of  those  warrants,  report- 
ed the  same  back  to  the  House,  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill  was  then  vead'a  third  time,  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  earne 
committee,  reported  a  bill  to  settle  the  title  to  cer- 
tain tracts  of  land  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  a 
bill  to  authorize  the  location  of  certain  adjudicated 
claims  in  the  State  of  Arkan.sas,  commonly  known 
as  Lovely  donation  claims;  which  bills  were  read 
and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a  bill 
extending  to  John  Whitsett's  heirs  the  privilege  of 
purchasing  a  quarter  section  of  land  which  was 
given  to  him  by  an  act  approved  March  2,  1839; 
which  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  being  engrossed,  was 
read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an  ad- 
verse report  on  the  petition  of  Archibald  Laughrey, 
<Ieceased.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  tp  amend  the  act  entitled  "  An 
act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands,  and  to  grant  preemption  rights,"  ap- 
proved September  4,  1841.  The  bill  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  when  Mr.  C.  moved  that  the 
bill  be  now  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  explained  the  bill,  and  stren- 
uously urged  its  immediate  passage. 

Mr.  CONGER  moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  the 
■Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  moved  the 
previous  question,  which  was  seconded,  and  under 
the  operation  thereof,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  was  engrossed,  read  a  third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  COBB,  also, from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Alfred  R.  Ran- 
dolph.    Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  EMBREE,  i)y  general  consent,  offered  a 
preamble  and  resolution;  which  were  agreed  to. 

The  preaml)le  sets  forth  that  Congress  granted 
to  the  State  of  Indiana  the  reserved  township  in 
Gibson  county,  in  said  State,  for  the  use  of  a  uni- 
versity of  learning,  which  deprived  the  people  of 
said  township  of  the  sixteenth  section  for  school 
purposes,  and  to  remedy  which.  Congress  granted 
other  lands  in  lieu  of  said  sixteenth  section,  and 
that  the  said  other  lands  were  selected  by  James 
Smith,  of  said  county:  that  Smith  made  his  report 
to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
and  which  report  and  selection  were  not  approved 
because  the  minimum  price  of  the  selected  land 
was  two  dollars  per  acre;  that  since  the  selection 
was  made,  parts  of  tl)e  land  have  been  sold,  &-C.; 
and  for'the  purpose  of  giving  time  for  a  special  act 
to  be  passed  in  relation  to  the  unsold  selected  land, 


the  Commissioner  has  reserved  the  same  from  sale: 
Therefore, 

Resohed,  ThM  the  Committee  on  Public  linnds  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  spocial  net  autlioiizinf;sai(1 
Cnmmisfioiier  of  the  Genera!  Ijand  OfFicn  tn  confirm  said 
rcpoit  of  .said  .lames  Smith,  and  to  anthori/.c  him  to  riinke  a 
further  selection  in  lieu  of  said  parts  sold  since  said  selec- 
tion. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  sundry  amend- 
ments to  the  post  route  bill.     Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
refe'rred  Senate  bill  to  declare  the  true  intent  and 
meaning,  so  far  as  respects  the  franking  privilege 
of  members  of  Congress,  of  the  act  approved  the 
first  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
forty-seven,  and  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act 
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entitled  '  An  act  to  reduce'the  rates  of  postage,  to 
limit  the  use  and  correct  the  abuse  of  the  fran.king 
privilege,  and  for  the  prevention  of  frauds  on  the 
Post  Office  Department,' passed  third  of  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-five,"  and  for  other 
purposes,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House 
with  an  amendment.     Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  vi'hom  was 
referred  Senate  bills  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel 
Kuykendall,  for  the  relief  of  Creed  Taylor,  and  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  F.  Caldwell,  reported  them 
severally  back  to  the  Flouse  without  amendment. 
Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  comm.ittee,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  letter  of  the  Postmaster  General,  of 
April  14,  1848,  transmitting  an  abstract  of  offers 
made  for  carrying  the  mail  within  the  year  prece- 
ding July  1 ,  1847;  a  report  of  contracts  for  carrying 
the  mail  within  the  year  aforesaid;  a  statement  of 
the  land  and  water  mails  within  the  lime  aforesaid; 
a  report  of  extra  allowances  made  to  contractors 
within  the  aforesaid  tiiTie;  a  statement  of  the  cur- 
tailments of  mail  service,  &c.,  with  in  the  year  afore- 
said; a  report  of  fines  and  deductions  from  the  pay 
of  contractors  within  the  same  time;  asked  that  the 
committee  be  discharged  from  the  said  abstract, 
statement,  &c.,  and  that  the  same  be  laid  on  the 
table;  and  that  so  much  of  said  letter  as  relates  to 
extra  allowances  for  mail  service  be  printed;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

BUSINESS  ON  THE   SPEAKER'S  TABLE. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HOUSTON,  of 
Alabama,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
business  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
milting  a  report  of  Messrs.  Hardin  and  Brewster, 
late  commissioners  under  the  17lh  article  of  the 
Cherokee  treaty  of  1835- '36,  called  for  by  reso- 
lution of  the  House  on  the  26th  ultimo.  Read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
SENATE  BILLS. 

The  following  Senate  bills  were  taken  up,  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  appropriate 
committees; 

A  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  interest  upon 
the  advances  made  by  the  Stale  of  Alabama,  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States  Government,  in  the 
suppression  of  the  Creek  Indian  hostilities  of  1836 
and  1837  in  Alabama,  and  for  other  purposes; 

A  bill  concerning  school  lands  in  the  State  of 
Florida; 

A  bill  respecting  the  public  archives  in  the  State 
of  Florida; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  bona  fide  settlers  un- 
der the  acts  for  the  armed  occupation  and  settle- 
ment of  a  part  of  the  Territory  of  Florida; 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  district  judge  of  the  State 
of  Tennessee  to  hold  special  terms;  and 

A  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
raise  for  a  limited  time  an  additional  military  force, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  February  11, 
1847. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House,  which  were  disagreed  to  by 
the  Senate,  to  the  Senate  bill  in  amendment  of  an 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  'An 
act  to  reduce  the  rtites  of  postage,  to  limit  the  use 
and  correct  the  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege,  and 
for  the  |)ievention  of  fraud  on  the  revenues  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,'  "  passed  3d  March,  1845; 
when — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GOGGIN,  the  House  agreed 
to  recede  from  the  said  amendments  disagreed  to 
by  the  Senate. 

And  the  bill  was  then  returned  to  the  Senate. 


Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  i)y  which  the  Senate  bill  explanatory 
of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  raise  for  a  limited 
time  an  additional  military  force,  onrl  for  other  pur- 
poses," approved  February  11,  1847,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.     Agreed  to. 

The.bill  was  then  read  at  length. 

Mr  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  am^nd  the 
second  section,  by  adding  thereto  the  following 
words : 

Provide'},  That  snch  promotion  pliall  have  taken  plaee  after 
the  orisinal  organization  of  the  rniimt-nt,  company,  or  corps 
to  vvhicii  the  soldier  or  olScer  belonged. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question,  which  was  seconded;  and,  under 
the  operation  thereof,  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Senate. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  on  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  payment  of  revolutionary  and 
other  pensions,  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1849, 
(Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgii),  in  the  chair.) 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  the  question  to  be  on 
the  followins:  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones:] 

'J'hat,  upon  thn  application  of  the  widows  of  a  revolution- 
ary soldier  for  a  pension,  no  further  proof  of  the  services  of 
the  husband  shall  be  required  of  the  widow,  if  her  husband 
received  a  pension  in  his  lifetime. 

Which  had  been  offered  as  an  amendment  to  the 
following  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  McKay,]  viz: 

Sec. — .  JInd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  pension  for  al- 
leged disability  either  in  the  army,  navy,  n)ilitia,  or  volun- 
teers, shall  he  allowed,  unless  the  applieation  for  the  same 
shall  have  been  prosejited  within  the  period  of  five  yearj 
from  the  time  the  disability  oecurrrd. 

Sec.  — .  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all  future  ap 
pi ieations,  either  under  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  certnin  surviving  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the 
Re  volution, "approved  May  15, 1828,  or  under  tlie  act  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  sin-viving  offipers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Revolution."  approved  June  7,  1832,  the  pay  or 
pension  which  may  he  allowed  under  said  acts  respectively, 
or  any  other  amendatory  of  the  same,  shall  commence  only 
from  the  completion  of  the  proof  in  each  case,  and  not  from 
the  time  specified  in  said  acts. 

Sec. — .  ,and  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  no  case  shall 
the  widow,  or  child,  or  children,  of  a  p^^nsioner  who  may 
under  any  law  be  entitled  to  a  pension,  or  part  gf  a  pension, 
reeeive  more  than  at  the  rate  allowed  to  the  pen  ionerin  his 
lifetime;  nor  shall  the  pension  allowed  he  increased  in  any 
case  after  the  death  of  a  pensioner,  if  the  death  shall  have 
been  made  known  at  the  Pension  Office. 

Mr.  McKAY  inquired  if  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  in  order. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  it  was  not,  and  he 
stated  the  ground  of  his  decision  to  be  the  irrele- 
vancy of  the  amendment  to  the  proposition  pro- 
posed to  be  amended. 

Mr.  JONES  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

In  elucidation  of  the  question  pre-sented  by  the 
appeal ,  explanatory  remarks  were  m.ide  by  Messrs. 
JONES,  DUER, COCKE,  FICKLIN, and  CUM- 
MINS. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  by  tellers,  who  an- 
nounced 63  in  the  affirmative  and  3  in  the  negative, 
being  less  than  a  quorum. 

The  CHAIRMAN  directed  the  roll  to  be  called, 
under  the  rule,  after  which  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  the  names  of  the  absentees  to  the  House 
to  be  entered  on  the  Journal. 

There  being  163  members  found  to  be  present, 
the  House  again  resolved  itself  into  Cominittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  the  vote 
was  again  taken  on  the  question  "  Shall  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  Judgment  of  the 
committee.'"  which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative: 
Ayes  74,  noes  48. 

Mr.  .TONES,  of  Tennessee,  raised  the  point  that 
Mr.  McK.w's  amendment  was  not  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN  overruled  the  point  of  order. 

On  appeal  taken,  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was 
sustained  by  the  committee. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  first  clause  ot  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  McKay — 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  to  add  at  the  end  thereof  the  follow- 
ing: 

"Provided,  That  the  application  in  cases  ofdisahihtynow 
existingmay  be  made  within  live  years  next  alter  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act." 

The  QmendHient  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to. 
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The  question  recurrino:  on  the  first  section  of  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  McKay  as  amended— 

Mr.  JOXES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend  the 
original  amendment,  by  striking  out  the  words 
'<  five  years." 

This  amendment,  he  said,  would  require  the 
application  to  be  made  within  five  years  after  the 
disability,  and  thus  increase  the  burdens  on  the 
treasury;  for  now  the  pensioner  did  not  get  his 
pension  only  from  tiie  time  his  proof  was  perfected; 
and,  to  his  knowledge,  some  of  them  had  let  their 
cases  lie  twenty-five  years  without  making  the 
application.  Now,  requiring  them  to  come  for- 
Avard  within  five  years,  would  be  paying  them 
much  earlier  than  they  would  otlierwi.se  be  paid. 
He  could  not  see  that  the  matter  could  be  placed 
on  better  ground  for  the  Government  than  it  was 
now. 

The  nmendineiU  to  the  amendment,  and  the  first 
branch  of  Mr.  McK.w's  amendmera  as  amended, 
were  respeciively  rejected. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  second  branch  of 
Mr.  McKay's  amendment — 

Mr.  DUNCaIV  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking 
cut  the  \,'ords  "completion  of  the  proof,"  and  in- 
Kcrting  "  from  the  time  that  the  application  there- 
for shall  be  made  at  the  proper  office." 

Mr.  D.  explained  his  amendment,  and,  on  the 
question  being  put,  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  qu'Sfiou  was  put  on  the  second  section  of 
Mr.  McKay's  ami'ndiiieiit,and  it  was  di.sagreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  third  and  last 
section  of  Mr.  McKai's  amendment,  and  it  was 
di.sagreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moverf  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  the  following  section: 

Sec.  — .  .^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  the  proviso  to  tlie 
second  sectimi  of  itie  ;ict  entitled  "  An  act  mailing  appro- 
priation for  the  payment  nf  revolutionary  and  oilier  pensions 
of  the  U/iited  Stales  for  the  year  endinj  June  30,  ]817,  and 
lor  other  piirp.isi:.,"  aiiproved  May  7,  1846,  be,  and  the  same 
is  heieliy,  repealed. 

After  a  brief  explanation  of  the  amendment  by 
Mr.  JOXES,  It  v/as  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
as  amended. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded;  and  under  its  operation  the 
various  amendments  of  the  committee  were  agreed 
to,  and  the  biil  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  the  previous  question  was  moved  and  second- 
ed; and  under  its  operation  the  bill  was  [)assed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence.     ' 

NAVY  PENSIONS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  again 
resolved  it.-^elf  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts, 
in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  navy 
pensions  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1849. 

Mr.  IJAYLY  ro.se  and  addressed  the  House  in 
an  argument  concerning  the  power  of  Congress  to 
legislate  for  the  Territories,  and  in  refutation  of 
theprinr.ipleof  the  Wilmot  proviso.  [This  speech 
will  appear  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  WILEY  next  obtained  the  floor. 
Mr.  ViNTON  appealed  to  the  gentleman  to 
allow  this  bill  to  be  reported,  and  take  the  floor  on 
tl'.e  next  bill  v.'hich  came  up,  in  order  to  promote 
the  despatch  of  the  appropriation  bills.  He  pre- 
sented the  urgent  necessity  of  action  upon  these 
bills,  and  deprecated  the  great  delay  that  hud  taken 
place,  notwithstanding  his  repeated  and  earnest 
fcfTurt.s  lo  dispose  of  them. 
Alter  Hfune  conversation — 

Mr.  WILEY  declined  to  yield  to  Mr.  Viistton's 
request;  but,  on  further  appeal,  gave  way  for  a 
moineni  to 

Mr.  WHITE,  who  proposed  to  offernn  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendment  was  read,  and  ruled  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  AVILEY  resumed  the  floor,  and  delivered 
a  speech  in  support  of  the  Mcxiwui  war  and'the 
acquisition  of  Mexican  territory;  enlarging  upon 
the  value  to  us,  in  a  commercial  and  a^^ricnlmral 
point  of  view,  of  New  Mexico  and  Calihiniin;  read- 
ing from  various  authorities  to  show  the  fertility 
of  those  countries,  and  to  controvert  the  views 
expressed  by  Mr.  Webster  and  others  on  this 
})oint.  [This  sfieech,  also,  will  appear  in  the  Ap- 
pendix.]    After  Mr.  W.  concluded — 


Mr.  DICKINSON  got  the  floor;  and  the  com- 
mittee rose,  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  VJNTON  moved  the  usual  resolution  to 
clo.se  the  debate  in  fifteen  minutes  after  the  House 
shall  again  resolve  itself  into  committee  on  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  navy 
pensions.     Agreed  to. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  petitions  and  iiieiuorials  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  DICKINSON  :  The  memorial  of  the  purchasers  <if 
section  No.  IG,  lown.^hip  No.  3,  range  No.  lb,  in  the  county 
of  tjencca,  iSlale  ul  Ohio,  prayinjj;  (Joiigress  to  p;i!-s  an  act  to 
(juiet  the  title  to  said  section  No.  16. 

By  Mr.  CHAPMA  V  :  The  memorial  of  Lawrence  V. 
Morton  and  others,  ut'the  pay  d-pailment  of  tlie  United 
.•States  army  at  New  Orleans,  lor  an  increase  of  pay. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  New  Hampshire:  The  memorial 
of  Gein-ge  liellovvs  and  54  others,  citizen.-;  of  Coos  county, 
New  Hainp.-ihire,  priiying  fur  tlie  purchase  of  Mount  Vernon 
by  the  tJiiited  States. 

By  Mr.  SMAllT:  The  petition  of  Thomas  B.  Grose  and 
200  others,  aslsingthe  con.^truction  of  a  lii^ht-hnuse  on  Indian 
Island,  near  Goose  Iliver  village,  in  Camden,  JMaiiic. 

By  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  Soutli  Carolina:  The  iiieniorial  of 
the  citizens  of  Charleston,  praying  a  reduction  of  postage 
and  a  uiiiforin  rate  thereof. 

By  Mr.  FREEOLEY:  The  petition  of  Calvin  BIythe,  ex- 
ecutor of  tlie  last  v.'ill  and  testament  of  Commodore  Jesse 
D.  Eiliott,  deceased,  a^king  to  be  remunerated  for  ceitaiii 
expenses  incurred  while  commander  of  the  naval  forces  in 
the  Mediterranean  from  1835  to  iK39. 
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Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  from  Howard  & 
Son,  of  New  York,  asking  that  the  same  privileges 
exteuded  to  American  steamers  trading  to  Havana 
may  be  granted  to  Spanish  steamers  trading  be- 
tween Havana  and  New  York;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  petition  from  cit- 
izens of  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  asking  that  certain 
obstructions  to  the  navigation  of  the  Delaware 
river,  at  Periwig  Shoals,  may  be  removed;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Also,  from  William  Greer  &  Co.,  asking  the  pa- 
tronage of  the  Government  to  a  periodical  called 
the  "  Mirror  of  the  Patent  Office;"  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

Also,  two  memorials  from  citizens  of  Philadel- 
phia, asking  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from- 
that  city  to  New  York,  to  facilitate  cominercial  in- 
tercourse and  transportation  of  the  mail;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BORLAND  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Arkansas,  in  favor  of  the  purchase  of 
Mount  Vernon;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afi'airs. 

Mr.  LEWIS  presented  a  petition  from  Elijah 
Pratt,  asking  compensation  for  the  use  of  certain 
valves  by  the  Government,  in  violation  of  his  pat- 
ent right,  and  for  the  purcliase  of  his  invention  by 
the  Govern ment  for  the  use  hi  the  pontonier  ser- 
vice; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS,'from  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories, reported  tlie  bill  for  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  into  the  Union,  without 
amendment,  and  recommended  its  immediate  pas- 
sage. 

Mr.  D.  adverted  to  the  fact  that  prompt  action 
on  the  bill  was  necessary,  as  the  Legislature  of 
that  State  would  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  June 
next.  It  must  therefore  be  perceived  how  neces- 
sary it  was  that  the  bill  should  be  acted  on  with 
the  least  possible  delay.  He  therefore  gave  notice 
that  he  should  call  for  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
on  Thursday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOUGLAS,  the  bill  to  estab- 
liih  the  Territory  of  Miiiesota  was  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Territories. 

Mr.  NILE.S,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Oftice  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  W.  Ciiilson,  accoiTipaiiied  by  a  report. 
The  bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  UPHAM  moved  to  postpone  the  prior 
orders  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  .Inhii 
Mitchell.  I'he  motion  was  agreed  lo,  and  the  bill 
was  considered,  and  \yas  informally  |jassed  over. 

ACQUISITION   AND  SLAVERY. 
Mr.  IjAGBY  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 


consider  the  resolutions  submitted  by  him  on  the 
25th  and  27th  of  January.  Unless  some  .Senator 
was  desirous  to  discuss  the  question,  he  would 
like  to  have  the  vote  tken  without  further  debate. 
The  resolutions  were  then  read  as  follows: 

1.  Resoh:ed,  That  Concress  has  no  constitutional  powerto 
abolish  or  to  prohibit  slavery  in  any  State  or  Territory  in 
this  Union. 

2.  Re,!0«crf,Thatconqnestis  alrgitiniate  mode  ofacquiiing 
territory,  and  so  recognized  by  the  laws  and  the  universa! 
practice  of  civilized  nations. 

3.  Resolved,  That  if  territory  is  hereafter  acquired  bv  the 
United  States,  eithir  by  treafy  or  conquest,  it  sliall  not  be 
competent  for  the  treaty-making  power  or  Congress  to  ex- 
clude slavery  from  such  territory,  either  by  treaty  si  ipiilal  inn 
or  by  act  of  Congress ;  but  such  territory  shall  be  equally 
free  and  open  to  the  citizens  of  all  the  United  States,  with- 
out any  liniitaiion,  prohibition,  or  restriction  in  regard  to 
slaves,  or  sny  other  des^iption  of  property  whatsoever. 

Resolied,  That  neither  tlie  people  nor  the  Lesislatuie  of  a 
Territory  have  any  constitutional  power  to  exclude  slavery 
from  sncli  Territory;  and  tlint  the  people  or  LeglsliUme  ol  a 
Territory  possess  no  otlier  political  power  than  such  as  i.s 
delegated  to  them  by  Congress,  in  the  act  auihorizing  tliciu 
to  form  a  Territorial  Government.  And  inasmuch  as  Con- 
gress has  no  power  to  exclude  or  prohibit  slavery  in  any 
Territory  of  the  United  States,  they  cannot  delegate  such  a 
power  to  Ihe  Legislature  of  a  Terrilcry  or  the  people  there- 
of. 

Mr.  BADGER  then  rose  and  said ,  that  believing 
there  were  subjects  of  more  practical  importance 
requiring  the  consideration  of  the  Seilate,  viewing 
these  resolutions  as  embracing  a  series  of  abstract 
propositions,  which  could  result  in  no  beneficial 
legislation,  and  deprecating  all  discussion  on  mere 
axiomatic  problems,  he  intended  to  move  to  lay 
the  resolutions  on  the  table.  He  thought,  if  any 
discussion  were  to  take  place,  it  would  more  prop- 
erly come  on  whenever  any  legislative  measure 
involving  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  resolu- 
tions should  be  before  the  Senate.  He  therefore 
moved  to  lay  the  resolutions  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FOOTE  requested  the  Senator  fro  in  North 
Carolina  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  BADGER  withdrew  his  motion,  on  condi- 
tion that  it  should  be  renewed  by  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi. 

Mr.  FOOTE  said  he  would  do  so.  He  said  he 
had  a  wisb  to  give  bis  opinions  on  these  resolu- 
tions before  there  was  any  final  action  upon  them, 
and  he  would  therefore  have  been  willing  that  they 
should  be  informally  passed  over;  but  at  present 
he  should  feel  inclined  to  vote  for  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina,  because  he  believed 
that  at  the  present  time  a  discussion  of  the  subject 
would  do  no  good,  and  might  be  productive  of 
much  evil.  If  ever  there  was  a  grave  and  moment- 
ous question  agitated,  it  would  be  found  in  the  res- 
olutions submitted  by  the  Senator  from  Alabama. 
He  was  not  prepared  to  discuss  them  at  present, 
and  would  therefore  renew  the  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Badger]  to  lay  the 
resolutions  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BAGBY  again  appealed  for  a  withdrawal  of 
the  motion;  and  Mr.  Foote  having  the  assent  of 
Mr.  Badger,  ihe  point  was  yielded. 

Mr.  BAGBY  said,  after  the  indulgence  he  had 
received  the  other  day  from  the  Senate,  in  permit- 
ting him  to  offer  his  views  on  the  resolutions,  it 
would  not  become  him  to  press  the  subject  to  a 
vote.  If  any  Senator  desired  to  discuss  the  sub- 
ject, he  was  willing  that  it  should  be  passed  over 
informally;  but  if  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolutions 
on  the  table  should  be  persisted  in,  he  would  feel 
bound  to  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  should 
consider  the  vole  a  test  question. 

Mr.  BADGER  was  of  opinion  that  no  good 
could  grow  out  of  the  discussion,  and  therefore  it 
was  in  that  very  sense  of  a  test  vote  that  he  desii-ed 
it  to  be  considered.  His  great  object  was  to  pre- 
vent discussion  to  the  detriment  of  more  important 
matters. 

Mr.  FOOTE  would  not  be  understood  as  voting 
against  the  princi]jles  contained  in  the  resolutions 
of  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  because  he  should 
vote  to  lay  them  on  the  table,  though  that  Senator 
might  put  that  construction  on  his  vote,  if  he  pleas- 
ed to  do  so,  in  the  face  of  his  (Mr.  F.'s)  explicit 
declarations. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  did  not  desire  the  vote  to  be 
regarded  as  a  test  vote.  He  had  submitted  reso- 
lutions identical  in  some  respects  with  those  just 
read,  but  dilfering  in  others.  He  would  prefer 
that  the  subject  lie  [lassed  over  informally. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  said:  I  rise  merely  to  say 
that  I  object  to  any  vote  on  an  incidental  question, 
and  not  a  direct  vote  on  a  measure  proposed,  being 
made  a  test  vole.     I  shall  vole  ugaiiiKt  the  motion 


1848. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


773 


to  lay  on  the  table.  I  shall  do  so  not  merely  be- 
cause I  am  in  favor  of  the  doctrines  advanced  in 
th«  resokitions,  but  because  I  regard  a  different 
course  the  most  proper  one.  Tliere  are  several 
diOerent  sets  of  resnlulions  on  this  subject  before 
the  Senate — one  set  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
iS'ew  York,  [Mr.  Dickinson,]  another  set  olTered 
by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Yulee,]  and  those  offered 
by  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Bagby,]  now 
before  the  Senate.  The  principles  maintained  in 
them,  that  Congress  or  a  Territorial  Legislature 
has  no  power  to  prohibit  slavery  in  the  Territories, 
it  is  known  1  contend  for  as  true.  But  all  the 
phraseology  of  these  resolutions  does  not  precisely 
suit  me;  for  instance,  1  do  not  like  the  precise  lan- 
guage of  the  conclusion  of  the  last  resolution  of  the 
Senator  from  New  York,  even  as  modified  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
FooTE.]  It  is  ambiguous,  not  explicit  enough, 
and  It  leaves  the  true  position  to  deduction  and 
inference. 

Again:  the  conclusion  of  the  first  resolution  of 
my  colleague  would  be  more  acceptable  to  me,  if, 
instead  of  asserting  "  that  the  people  of  the  several 
Stales''  of  the  Confederacy  are  the  depositaries  of 
the  sovereignty  of  the  people  of  a  territory  till  their 
own  Slate  government  should  be  established,  it 
was  modified  so  as  to  declare  that  the  people  of  the 
Territory  were  themselves  the  depositaries  of  their 
own  sovereignty,  but  that  it  could  not  be  exercised 
by  them,  being  in  abeyance  and  dormant,  till  their 
own  State  government  was  organized;  for  this  I 
conceive  to  be  the  true  theory.  1  hold  the  American 
doctrine  to  be,  that  all  political  sovereignty  is  inhe- 
rent in  and  springs  from  ttie  people  of  tlie  local 
political  community  over  whom  such  sovereignty 
is  to  be  exercised.  They  may  be  so  situated  as  not 
to  be  able  to  exercise  it;  but  in  this  country  no 
other  authority  can,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  inhe- 
rent in  them  alone.  This  is  the  condition  of  the 
people  of  a  territory.  As  to  Congress,  it  has  no 
more  right  to  exercise  such  sovereignly  than  the 
legislature  of  an  adjoining  or  any  other  State.  But 
this  digression  is  perhaps  unnecessary.  The  slight 
variance  in  opinion  between  my  colleague  and  my- 
self on  this  collateral  point  is  of  little  consequence, 
and  I  cordially  concur  as  to  the  correctness  of  the 
principles  so  ably  sustained  by  him  as  to  the  main 
question  involved  in  the  resolutions.  As  to  the  res- 
olutions of  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  now  before 
the  Senate,  I  can  vote  for  them  cheerfully,  but  they 
do  not,  I  think,  go  far  erfough,  or  rather,  are  not 
full  enough.  I  hope  all  the  resolutions  will  be  re- 
ferred to  an  appropriate  committee,  to  report  in 
lieu  of  them  others  carefully  drawn  in  such  terms 
that  all  who  sustain  the  leading  doctrines  can  vote 
for  every  v/ord  of  them.  It  is  difficult  for  an  indi- 
vidual Senator  to  draught  a  resolution  that  in  its 
terms  will  suit  all.  I  hope  the  resolutions  will  not 
be  laid  on  the  table,  but  will  be  referred  for  the  ob- 
ject suggested.  My  chief  object,  however,  in  rising, 
was  to  protest  against  this  mode  of  making  test 
votes. 

Mr.  BADGER  moved  to  lay  the  resolutions  on 
the  table,  but  again  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  BAGBY  said  he  was  willing,  that  the  reso- 
lutions should  be  passed  over  informally,  in  order 
that  they  might  be  discussed. 

Mr.  BADGER  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  them 
OB  the  table,  stating^  that  while  he  intended  no  dis- 
courtesy to  any  Senator,  he  could  not  again  with- 
draw his  motion,  his  object  being,  as  he  already 
declared,  to  prevent  any  discussion. 

Mr.  BAGBY  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as 
follows: 

YEAS— iVIe«isrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Badger,  Ben- 
tnn,  Brei'se,  Britrlit,  Cass,  (JIarke,  Clayton,  Dickinson,  Dix, 
F«lch,  Foote,  Greene,  Hannegan,  Jiihiit^on  of  Louisiana, 
Miller,  Moor,  Niles,  Ru^k,  dturgeon,  Umlervvood,  and  CIp- 
hain— ^4. 

N  A  Yd —Messrs.  Bagby,  Calhoun,  Davis  of  Mississippi, 
Hunter,  Lewis,  Mason,  Turney,  Westcott,  and  Yulee — 9. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  YULEE,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  renew  certain 
naval  pensions  for  the  term  of  five  years,  &c. ; 
which,  after  a  brief  debate,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  ALLEN  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  .Tohnson,  of 
Marylanil,*calling  on  the  President  for  the  names 
of  certain  military  officers  withheld  from  the  Sen- 
ate.    The  Senator  from  Maryland  not  being  pres- 


ent, he  would  not  then  reply,  but  should  give 
notice  that  he  would  call  up  the  resolution  during 
the  morning  hour  on  Thursday  next.- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGFIT,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  surrender  of  certain  bonds  held  by  the  United 
.States  to  the  State  of  Indiana. 

The  bill  having  been  amended,  was,  after  a  brief 
discussion, in  which  Messrs.  BRIGHT, BREESE, 
CLAYON,  HANNEGAN,  and  others  participa- 
ted, ordered^to  be  engrossed,  and  was  subsequently 
read  a  third  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

CHARTER  OF  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON. 

The  bill  from  the  House  to  alter  and  amend  the 
charter  of  Washington,  having  been  read  a  first 
and  second  time  by  its  title — 

Mr.  MILLER  urged  upon  the  Senate  imme- 
diate action  on  the  bill.  It  was  the  same  in  effect 
that  had  been  reported  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ALLEN  thought  the  bill  should  be  referred. 
He  would  venture  to  say  that  very  few  Senators 
present  knew  any  thing  aL)out  the  bill,  and  he 
should  object  to  its  consideration. 

Mr.  MILLER  expressed  the  hope  that  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  would  not  interpose  any  objec- 
tion. This  charter  had  been  submitted  to  the 
people  of  Washington,  and  fifteen  hundred  out  of 
nineteen  hundred  had  voted  for  it.  It  had  already 
been  passed  on  by  the  people,  and  as  their  annual 
election  came  on  the  first  Monday  of  June  next, 
and  the  people  w-ere  anxious  to  have  it,  he  could 
see  no  necessity  for  delay. 

Mr.  ALLEN  inquired  if  there  was  not  a  prop- 
erty qualification  in  the  bill? 

Mr.  MILLER  replied  that  there  was  not;  but 
there  was  a  clause  which  gave  the  power  to  collect 
a  poll-tax,  to  be  appropriated  exclusively  to  the 
common-school  fund. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  The 
question  was  then  put,  "Shall  the  bill  be  read  a 
third  time  now  ?" 

Mr.  ATHERTON  asked  that  the  bill  lie  over 
until  to-morrow;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  here  called  for  the  special  or- 
der, informing  the  Senate  that  the  time  had  already 
passed,  it  being  then  half-past  one  o'clock. 

YUCATAN. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  10  enable  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  take  temporary  military  occupation  of  Yuca- 
tan. 

Mr.  BAGBY,  after  laying  down  the  proposition 
that  we  are  not  bound  to  stand  forth  as  the  grand 
almoner  of  the  world,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
charge  of  the  suffering  nations  of  the  earth,  went 
on  to  state  that  an  erroneous  ground  had  been 
taken  when  it  was  asserted  that  the  President  had 
recommended  to  Congress  to  interfere  in  the  affairs 
of  Yucatan.  The  fact  was,  that  he  had  done 
nothing  more  than  lay  before  the  Senate  the  in- 
formation which  had  been  communicated  to  him, 
leaving -tt  to  the  wisdom  of  Cong.i-ess  to  take  such 
course  as  it  may  think  best. 

Mr.  B.  did  not  think  that  the  doctrine  contained 
in  the  declaration  of  Mr.  Monroe  either  sanctioned  | 
or  discountenanced  this  measure.  He  did  not  give 
credit  to  Mr.  Monroe  or  his  Cabinet  for  the  incep- 
tion of  the  doctrine  of  that  declaration.  It  was 
suggested  by  the  movements  of  the  great  Powers 
of  Europe,  and  the  American  minister  at  that  time 
in  London  was  the  first,  months  before  this  decla- 
ration was  made,  to  take  his  stand  on  the  principle 
here  laid  down.  Mr.  Canning  desired  rather  to 
pause,  until  he  could  discover  the  effect  of  the 
measure  of  the  Holy  Alliance  on  the  commercial 
interests  of  Great  Britain.  Mr.  Rush  communi- 
cated to  our  Government  the  course  which  Eng- 
land was  about  to  pursue.  The  policy  of  Mr. 
Monroe  he  had  always  regarded  as  the  true  policy, 
but  it  was  not  th.e  fighting  policy  of  our  country. 
It  wasonly  fitted  for  diplomaticaction.  Ifanyother 
nation  should  desire  to  occupy  Yucatan,  and  the 
United  States  should  also  desire  it,  he  did  not  think, 
with  the  exce|)iion  of  a  case  which  might  involve 
our  self-preservation,  that  the  United  States  would 
be  justified  in  carrying  out  to  extreme  results  the 
policy  of  Mr.  Monroe's  declaration.  Considering 
that  nations,  like  individuals,  had  a  perfect  right 
to  make  mutual  contracts,  he  could  not  sustain  the 
principle  of  our  right  to  inlerfer,e  with  any  con- 


tracts which  might  be  made  between  Yucatan  and 
any  other  nation. 

He  had  no  apprehensions  as  to  any  design  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  interpose  in  relation  to 
Yucatan.  But  he  could  not  shut  his  eyes  to  the 
evidence  vvhich  existed  of  the  determination  of 
Great  l?ritain  to  extend  her  territory  and  power  in 
every  direction.  And  he  thought  that  the  present 
position  of  things  rendered  it  very  proper  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  should  take  the 
course  indicated  by  this  bill.  The  thing  ought  to 
be  done;  and  the  only  question  with  "him  was, 
whether  circumstances  are  auspicious  to  the  doing 
it  at  this  moment,  provided  no  great  obstacles 
stood  in  the  way.  In  reference  to  the  relief  we 
had  extended  to  Ireland,  he  did  not  consider  thai 
this  case,  or  the  case  of  Caraccas,  had  any  beari^ 
on  the  present  bill. 

He  admitted  that  this  was  a  grave  question,  and 
required  great  caution;  but,  after  sufficient  deliber- 
ation, the  time  of  action  must  come.  It  had  been 
said  that  the  case  of  Yucatan  was  not  one  which 
should  induce  us  to  send  any  troops  there.  He 
did  not  see  that  there  was  anything  in  our  rela- 
tions with  Mexico  which  could  stand  in  the  way. 
If  he  was  disposed  to  advocate  this  bill  on  the 
ground  of  humanity,  he  would  derive  great  aid 
from  our  relations  with  Mexico:  as  we  have  dis- 
abled Mexico  from  renderingassistance  to  Yucatan, 
it  becomes  our  imperative  and  indispensable  duty 
to  do  that  which  we  have  taken  from  her  the  power 
to  do. 

His  friend  from  Connecticut  seemed  to  think 
there  might  be  projects  behind  this  measure  which 
did  not  meet  the  view.  It  might  be  so;  but  he 
was  not  informed  of  any  such,  and  he  could  only 
speak  for  himself.  He  voted  for  the  treaty,  not 
because  he  approved  its  stipulations,  but  to  give 
Mexico  one  more  opportunity  to  pause  on  the  edge 
of  her  destiny.  He  did  not  covet  Mexican  terri- 
tory. He  would  not  have  a  foot  of  it  unlawfully. 
He  kne  w  that  it  v/as  the  disposition  of  his  friend  from 
Michigan  to  keep  the  temple  of  Janus  always  open, 
but  he  was  not  one  of  the  war  inevitables.  He  did 
not  see  the  danger  of  any  interference  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain,  because  he  did  not  think  she  was 
now  in  a  condition  to  interfere.  He  was  in  favor 
of  the  measure,  because  it  was  less  likely  to  lead 
to  a  war  now  than  it  would  be  on  any  future  oc- 
casion. 

As  to  the  great  importance  of  Yucatan,  he  did 
not  agree  with  those  who  estimated  it  highly  on 
agricultural  or  political  grounds.  But  he  thought 
we  could  never  obtain  her  on  better  terms  than  at 
present. 

He  went  on  to  reply  to  the  various  arguments 
which  had  been  brought  forward  against  the  meas- 
ure, and  repeated  that  he  was  in  favor  of  taking 
possession  of  Yucatan,  and  of  holding  it  so  long  as 
•  our  interests  may  render  it  expedient  for  us  to  do 
so.  He  v/ent,  therefore,  for  the  bill,  even  although 
it  may  lead  to  the  annexation  of  Yucatan  to  the 
United  States. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  as  modified  by  the 
proposition  of  Mr.  Lewis,  and  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — ayes  5,  noes  26. 

Mr.  DIX  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  stri- 
king out  the  first  section,  and  substituting  a  provis- 
ion, "  that  the  President  be  authorized  to  use  the 
army  and  navy  of  the  United  States  to  aid  the  peo- 
ple of  Yucatan,  provided  that  the  consent  of  the 
Government  thereof  be  obtained." 

The  vote  was  about  to  be  put  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Dix;  when — 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  he  was  as  anxious  as  any 
Senator  present,  even  the  Senator  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Hannegan]  included,  that  the  subject  should 
be  brought  to  a  close;  but  it  must  be  remarked  that 
the  vote  on  the  amendment  just  given  showed  that 
there  were  more  than  twenty  Senators  absent,  and 
he  submitted  to  the  Senate  whether  they  had  not 
better  adjourn,  with  the  understanding  that  the 
vote  should  be  taken  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  expressed  his  extreme  de- 
sire to  have  the  bill  disposed  of.  He  would  yield 
in  the  present  instance,  and  snfler  the  bill  to  be 
postponed;  but,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he 
gave  notice  that  he  should  do  all  in  his  power  to 
press  the  subject  to  a  consummation  to-morrow, 
alike  regardless  of  importunities  from  either  side  of 
the  Chamber.  • 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Then  let  it  be  understood 
that  the  vote  shall  be  taken  to-morrow. 
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The  fiiitlier  consideration  of  the  bill  was  then 
postponed;  nnd  ihe  Senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideiiition  of  Executive  business,  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES^ 
Wednesdat,  May  17,  184S. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

IVJr.  KAUFMAN,  (by  leave,)  previous  notice 
havins;  been  Riven,  introduced  a  joint  resolution 
giving  the  consent  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
Slates  to  the  State  of  Texas  to  extend  her  eastern 
boundary  so  as  to  inckide  within  Iter  limits  one- 
half  of  Sabine  Pass,  Sabine  lake,  and  Sabine  river 
n^llir  north  as  the  thirty-second  de^ite  of  north 
latitude.  Read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  .Judiciary. 

Mr.  K.  also  presented  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Texas,  in  relation  to  extending  the  juris- 
diction of  said  State  over  one-half  of  Sabine  Pass, 
Sabine  lake,  and  Saliine  river.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  Nuw  York,  asked  leave  to 
offer  a  resolution  of  instruction  to  the  Committee 
on  Mileage  to  abolish  the  allowance  of  mileage  to 
memliers  of  Congress,  and  to  allow  a  per  diem  and 
travelling-expenses  in  lieu  thereof.  It  was  objected 
to,  and  therefore  not  received. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  Sen- 
ate bill  to  provide  a  free  communication  across  the 
Eastern  Branch  of  the  Potomac  river,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columljia,  reported  the  same  back  to  the 
House,  with  amendments.     Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  a  bill  to  provide 
a  communication  across  the  Eastern  Branch  of  the 
river  Potomac,  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  llie  relief  of 
Levi  H.  Corson,  and  for  other  purposes.  Read 
and  committed. 

Also,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Wm. 
Fuller.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  asked  leave  to  offer  a 
resolution   making  the   bill  further  to  amend  the  , 
judicial  system  of  the  United  States  the  special 
order  for  some  day  in  June.     The  reception  of  the 
resolution  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  wlioni  was  referred  Senate  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Reynolds  May,  reported  the  same  back 
to  the  House,  wiihout  amendment.     Committed. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing resolution;  which  was  agreed  to: 

Rci-jlved,  Tlint  D.  F.  Manice  tinve  ]e;iv<:  to  withdraw  from 
the  files  of  the  Housk  iIik  piipers  presented  by  him  ;  and  that 
the  Coniini.-i.-iontr  of  Pensions  be  requested  to  transmit  to 
the  (Jlerk  the  petition  and  papers  in  ilie  case  of  (;ijarity 
Freeman. 

Mr.  GAYLE,  from  the- Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  to  grant  portions  of 
the  public  lands  to  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad 
Company,  and  for  other  purposes.  Read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Lieutenant  Bartlett  Hinds,  and  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  Nehemiah  StoJiely.  Read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  15.  al.so  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Abinin  Brinker.     Laid  on  the  table.  ' 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York,  gave  notice  of  a 
motion  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to  change  and 
establish  the  compensation  for  mileage  of  Senators 
and  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  BARR.LNGER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  AfTait-s,  made  adverse  reports  on  the  joint 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  liuiiuna  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Miami  Indians,  on  the  petitions  of  the 
Catawba  tribe  of  Indians,  and  of  Joseph  Keener 
and  others  in  behalf  of  the  same.  Laid  on  the 
tabic. 

Mr.  BAPiRINGER  also,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  whom  was  referred  Senate  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Samuel  W.  Bell,  a  native  of  the  Cherokee 
nation,  reported  the  same  buck  to  the  House  with- 
out tiniendinent.     Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  a  bill  for  the 


relief  of  E.  B.  Cogswell,  and  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Jesse  Sutton.      Head  and  committed. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  presented 
the  petition  of  B.  Marshall,  Tuchahaichee,  G.  W. 
Stidham,  and  George  Scott,  delegates  of  the  Creek 
nation,  for  the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  their  unsetikd  business.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUPiT,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  was  discharged  fror\i  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Legislature 
of  Floiida  for  the  appropriation  of  the  St.  Francis 
barracks  at  St.  Augustine,  for  the  use  of  a  semin- 
ary of  learninij;  from  the  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Michigan  in  relation  to  the  refunding  of 
money  advanced  for  the  equipment  of  troops;  and 
also,  from  the  petition  of  John  Campbell  &  Co., 
of  Pensacola.for  payment  for  subsistence  furnished 
troops  in  the  United  States  service;  and  they  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOYD,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  officers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  army  now  on  duty  in  Mexico,  for^an 
increa.se  of  the  price  of  rations;  and  from  the  peti- 
tion of  George  W.  Crawford,  for  the  payment  of 
his  account  for  supplies  furnished,  &c.;  and  they 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FISHER,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of 
John  F.  Staser  and  George  E.  Blake,  administra- 
tor.    Laid  on  the  laljle. 

Mr.  FARRELLY,  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference on  the  pari  of  the  House,  appointed  to  con- 
fer with  a  similar  committee  on  llie  part  of  the 
Senate,  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  on  the  bill  to  provide  additional  exa- 
miners (or  the  Patent  Office,  made  a  report  which 
recommended  thai  the  Senate  recede  from  its  dis- 
agreement to  the  amendment  of  the  House,  in 
striking  out  the  words  in  section  3,  "  that  the 
Commissioner  of  Patents  is  hereby  authorized  to 
appoint,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof"  that  there 
shall  be  appointed  in  the  manner  aforesaid;"  and 
that  the  House  recede  from  its  amendment  to  sec- 
tion 1,  striking  out  the  words  "  twenty-five  hun- 
dred dollars,"  and  inserting  "  two  thousand  dol- 
lars," and  that  the  following  proviso  be  added  to 
the  first  section  of  the  bill: 

"  PrOLideil,  That  tlie  power  to  extend  patents,  now  vested 
in  tlie  board  coinpost'd  of  tlie  Secretary  of  State,  (Jouiinis- 
sioner  of  P,ltcnt^,  and  Solicilorof  the  Treasury,  by  the  JStli 
section  of  the  act  approved  July  4,  1833,  respeeiing  tlie  Pat- 
ent Othce,  sliall  heruafter  be  vested  solely  in  the  Cominis- 
sioiier  of  Patents;  and  when  an  application  is  made  to  liini 
for  the  extension  of  a  patent,  accoiding  to  said  18th  section, 
and  si.\ty  days  notice  given  thereof,  he  shall  reler  the  case 
to  the  principal  examiner  having  charge  of  the  class  of  in- 
ventions to  which  said  case  belongs,  who  sliall  make  a  full 
report  to  said  Comniissioner  of  llm  said  case,  and  particu- 
larly whether  the  invention  or  improvement  secured  in  the 
patent  was  new  and  palentable  wlien  patented;  and  there- 
upon the  said  Commissioner  shall  grant  or  refuse  the  exten- 
sion of  said  patent,  npon  the  same  piiiiciplcs  and  rules  that 
have  governed  taid  board,  but  no  patent  siiall  be  extended 
f(M-  a  longer  term  than  suveii  years." 

Mr.  McClelland  explained  the  action  of 
the  Committee  of  Conference  and  the  result  of  their 
deliberations,  in  which  he  concurred,  except  in 
relation  to  the  salaries  of  the  Examiners  of  Patents. 
The  House,  after  full  discussion,  had  decided  that 
§2,000  was  an  ample  remuneiation  for  the  services 
rendered.  The  Senate  had  so  amended  the  bill  as 
to  make  the  sum  $'2,500.  But  he  felt  bound  to 
resist  the  Senate's  amendment,  as  the  will  of  the 
House  had  been  expressed  after  mature  delibera- 
tion so  unequivocally.  It  had  been  said  that  the 
sum  of  ^•2,0OO  was  an  insufficient  remuneration, 
and  that  these  examiners  could  make  a  larger  sum 
by  leaving  the  office  and  becoming  patent  agents. 
Irie  admitted  that  science  commanded  more  when 
it  was  free  and  independent  than  when  it  was  em- 
ployed by  the  General  Government.  A  member 
of  the  bar  could  make  more  than  $3,000  or  $5,000 
per  annum,  and  yet  no  Slate  gave  its  judges  more 
than  $1,500  or  $2,000,  and  for  such  salaries  good 
judges  were  obtained.  It  was  not  the  policy  of 
this  Government  to  give  extravagant  salaries;  and 
whenever  an  officer  found  he  could  make  more  out 
of  office  than  in,  he  could  go  out.  lie  thought  if 
any  change  were  requisite,  it  was  in  the  number  of 
the  Examiners.  He  was  of  opinion  the  number 
was  too  small.  There  should  be  E.xaminers  to 
examine  specifications,  and  to  give  instructions  to 
aplilicaiiis,  and  to  save  the  sacrifice  of  time  and 
nioiiey  to  which  a))plicaiUs  were  now  subjected  by 
their  detention  in  this  city,  after  which  they  were 


too  frequently  obliged  to  return  home  without  ac- 
complishing their  oljject,  and  to  leave  their  business 
in  the  hands  of  patent  agents.  The  salary  fixed 
by  the  House,  with  the  increase  of  the  nnmber  of 
Examiners,  would  he  sufficient  and  proper.  Why, 
the  heads  of  bureaus,  the  engineers  in  the  military 
service,  topographical  engineers,  artillery  officers, 
and  officers  in  the  military  and  naval  service, 
where  science,  and  extensive  information,  and 
much  talent  were  required,  received  rto  more  than 
the  Senate  proposed  to  give  to  these  Examiners  of 
Patents.  He  saw  no  reason  to  induce  him  to  pro- 
pose that  the  House  should  recede  frbmnhe  posi- 
tion it  had  taken. 

A  conversation  then  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 

ficklin,  McClelland,  marvin,  far- 

RELL'V',  BARRINGER,  and  LAHM,  took  part. 
Mr.  CUMMINS  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded;  and  under  the  operation 
thereof,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Conference 
was  agreed  to  by  yeas  and  nays:  Yeas  92,  nays 
69. 

WAVY  PENSIONS,  SLAVERY,  ETC. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KAUFMAN,  the  House  re-- 
solved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts, 
in  the  chair,)  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  payment  of  navy  pensions  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1849. 

Mr.  DICKINSON,  who  was  entitled  to  the 
floor,  rose  and  addressed  the  committee  on  the 
general  subject  of  slavery  and  of  the  Wilmot  pro- 
viso. [Mr.  D.'s  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Ap- 
pendix.] 

The  appointed  time  having  arrived,  the  debate' 
the  bill  terminated. 

Mr.  WHITE  offered  an  amendment  as  an  ad- 
ditional section  to  the  bill, 

Mr.  VINTON  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  and  ob- 
jected to  the  amendment  as  irrelevant,to  the  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN  sustained  the  objection, an(3 
decided  the  amendment  not  in  order. 

THE  POST  OFFICE  BILL,  SLAVERY,  ETC. 
Some  conversation  ensued  between  Messrs. 
GOGGIN  and  VINTON;  after  which  the  bill 
was  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House;  and 
the  committee  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  ma- 
king appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1849. 

,,_  Mr.  WOODWARD,  referring  by  way  of  apolo- 
gy for  the  remarks  he  was  about  to  make  to  the 
indulgence  allowed  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Bayly,]  in  the  latitude  of  debate  which  he 
had  taken  yesterday,  observed,  that  the  gentle- 
man had  taken  issue  upon  the  abstract  propositior* 
as  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  legislate  for  the 
Territories.  Now,  besides  not  being  before  the 
House,  there  is  no  such  direct  issue  before  the 
country.  I  grant  there  are  questions  before  the 
country  which  involve  the  discussion  of  that  prop- 
osition. There  exists  a  case  to  which  the  law  is 
to  be  applied;  but  the  case,  and  not  the  law,  is  the 
issue.  The  Wilmot  proviso  is  not  the  true  issue. 
I  cannot  consent  that  the  particular  slip  of  paper  in- 
troduced here  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
is  the  issue;  but  the  principle  and  the  purpose  of 
that  measure — whatever  means  might  be  used  to 
carry  them  out — are  what  concern  me.  1  am  indif- 
ferent whether  you  bleed  me  to  death  with  a  spring 
lancei  or  a  thumb  lancet — whether  you  destroy  my 
life  with  a  bowie-knife  or  a  pistol.  I  look  to  the 
principle  and  purpose  of  that  proviso,  and  take 
my  position  against  the  principle  and  the  purpose. 
And  he  who  stands  by  me  in  opposition  to  them 
will  stand  by  me  in  opposition  to  all  the  means  of 
carrying  them  into  execution. 

I  assent  to  many  of  the  propositions  laid  down 
by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  do  not  under- 
take to  say,  when  fully  understood,  that  there  will 
be  any  material  dill'erence  between  us  on  the  con- 
stitutional questions  involved.  1  did  not  rise  to 
answer  the  gentleman's  speech;  I  will  take  a  future 
occasion  to  do  that.  I  4'ose  to  stale  the  issues  that 
had  been  made  before  the  country,  and  which 
divided  the  party  with  which  he  was  connected. 

Sir,  the  territory  of  the  United  Stales  is  the 
common  property  of  all  the  people  of  all  the  Slates, 
and  none  can  disturb  any  of  the  people  of  any  of 
the  Slates,  in  the  enjoyment  of  any  of  their  prop- 
erty in  such  territory.  I  have  no  intei(*t  in  the 
question  who  has  the  power  to  do  so,  whether 
this  Congress  or  the  settlers  on  a  portion  of  the 
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public  lands.  I  affirm  the  impossibilily  of  the 
thing  by  any  power.  I  therefore  deny  the  propo- 
sition, that  the  inhabitants  occupying  any  designa- 
ted region  of  territory  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  can  assume  a  jurisdiction  to  impose  any 
conditions  upon  the  purchase  and  settlement  of 
Sands  not  belonging  to  them.  I  deny  that,  where 
the  United  States  has  marked  out  for  the  purpose 
of  sale  and  colonization,  a  territory,  say  600  miles 
square,  a  kw  settlers  could  occupy  two  or  three 
counties,  and  because  they  were  first  settlers,  as- 
sume eminent  domain,  sovereignty,  and  jurisdic- 
tion, over  the  whole  territory — even  beyond  the 
counties  over  which  they  might  be  scattered;  as- 
sume power  to  prescribe  who  should  come  after 
them,  and  who  not;  and  on  what  terms  and  con- 
ditions the  great  bulk  of  public  lands  should  be 
disposed  ot',  and  what  not.  This,  sir,  is  a  matter 
of  substance  with  the  southern  States.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter of  real  interest  with  them,  wliether  their  pop- 
ulation is  to  be  prevented  from  amplifying  and 
expanding;  whether,  while  all  the  rest  of  the  Union 
is  clamoring  for  land,  more  land,  "  all  the  land  the 
Lord  has,"  (to  use  the  language  of  a  Senator,) 
they  are  to  be  restricted  to  their  present  homes; 
whether  they  are  to  be  proscribed  as  unlawful  emi- 
grants to  their  own  territories,  unless  they  shall 
have  first  sacrificed  and  abandoned  everythina;  that 
could  create  a  motive  to  emiijration.  Sir,  the  South 
wants  more  lands,  as  well  as  the  North.  We, 
too,  want  cheap,  fresh  lands.  We,  too,  want  the 
means  of  being  relieved  from  the  evils  of  a  crowd- 
ed population,  and  exhausted  fields.  We,  too, 
would  like  to  have  "  contiijuous  territory,"  as  well 
as  our  brethren  of  the  North.  Sir,  your  lands  are 
now  given  av/ay  fbr  a  trifle,  to  whomsoever  may 
choose  to  occupy  them.  Indeed,  the  territory  be- 
yond the  Rocky  Mountains,  is  filled  with  unau- 
thorized settlers  from  the  free  States.  What  right 
bad  the  people  of  Oregon  to  occupy  that  Territo- 
ry? By  what  authority  from  the  United  States, 
have  they  appropriated  the  lands  there?  What 
right  had  your  adventurers.  Mormons  and  Aboli- 
tionists, to  occupy  the  California  lands?  to  appro- 
priate them  in  defiance  of  the  rights  of  the  people 
of  the  Union?  And  shall  it  be  tolerated,  that  a 
few  unauthorized  squatters,  who  have  paid  us 
nothing  for  the  lands  they  have  appropriated, 
should  turn  about  and  say  to  the  South,  You  can- 
not buy  lands  anywhere  in  three  hundred  miles  of 
us,  at  whatever  price-,^  we  have  resolved  to  take 
possession  in  defiance  of  the  owner;  ask  us  no 
questions:  Having  plundered  a  part,  we  claim, 
thereby,  sovereignty  of  the  whole;  and  we  com- 
inand  you  to  keep  away. 

Sir,  this  is  the  real  issue,  about  which  I  want  to 
hear  gentlemen  talk  a  little;  and  not  the  abstract 
question  of  the  relations  between  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  our  territories.  I  want  this  question 
to  go  before  the  country,  as  it  ought  to  have  done 
at  first.  I  do  not  know  that  1  am  making  any 
issue  with,  or  throwing  any  obstacles  in  the  way 
of,  any  a-spirant  to  the  Presidency,  in  this  part  of 
the  House.  If  I  am  not  misinformed,  or  misled, 
1  may  hope,  and  hope  sanguinely,  that  all  the  gen- 
tlemen to  whom  1  have  alluded,  may  come  to  terms 
consistent  with  the  views  I  have  expressed.  I 
trust  it  may  be  so.  I  wish  all  the  country  would 
meet  together  on  the  only  safe  platform — the  Con- 
stitution. I  wish  all  would  consent  never  again'to 
violate  the  Constitution.  That  is  a  ground  on 
which  my  support  could  be  obXained  by  any  pub- 
lic man  whatever.  I  seek  no  pretext  for  opposing 
any;  1  mean  only  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  South. 
This  I  am  obliged  to  do  as  a  southern  Represent- 
ative. 1  take  it  for  granted,  others  will  expect  me 
to  set  the  example  of  defending  my  own  rights, 
and  those  of  my  constituents,  before  they  will 
help  me  to  defend  thern.  1  never  imagined  that 
another  could  have  greater  respect  for  me,  person- 
ally, or  for  my  rights,  than  I  myself  might  enter- 
tain. 

But,  my  friend  from  Virginia  has  dismissed  the 
question  1  make — the  only  substantial  question — 
by  delivering  it  over  to -the  Judiciary.  The  Judi- 
ciary, and  not  Congress,  must  determine,  whether 
slavery  can  exist  in  California.  So,  the  Judiciary 
enters  into  a  territory  my  friend  holds,  but  tjie 
Legislature  cannot  go  there.  Now,  I  had  sup- 
posed the  Government  was  compacted;  that  every 
part  was  blended  with  all  the  other  parts,  though 
differing  in  nature;  that  there  could  be  no  perfect 
operation  of  one  of  the  parts  of  Government,  with- 
out the  cooperation  of  all  the  others.     How,  then, 


r should  like  to  understand,  could  our  Judiciary 
go  where  our  Legislature,  or  the  whole  Govern- 
ment, could  not  go  ? 

But  admitting  the  question  to  belong  to  the  Ju- 
diciary, why  should  that  disconnect  it  from  the 
politics  of  the  country?  i  had  supposed  the  polit- 
ical views  of  the  country  were  expected  to  be 
harmonized  in  the  different  branches  of  the  Gov- 
ernment— that  difference  of  views  among  the  de- 
partments, were  intended  to  be  annihilated  in  their 
reciprocal  action  upon  one  another,  and  that  the 
whole  operation  of  the  system  would  produce 
unity,  instead' of  establishing  diversity.  And  we 
must  all  be  aware  of  the  inevitable  influence  v.'hich 
the  legislative  branch  exerts  ujjon  the  others.  Sir, 
I  have  no  idea  of  dismissing  questions  involving 
the  most  vital  interests  of  the  country,  on  the 
ground  that  they  are  properly  in  the  hands  of  the 
judiciary.  If  deference  is  to  be  shov/n  to  any  one 
department  of  the  Government,  let  it  be  the  Con- 
gress, the  people's  representatives,  elected  at  short 
intervals,  and  quickly  responsible,  whose  authority 
is  to'determine  not  what  is,  but  what  shall  be,  law; 
to  establish  all  public  regulations  affecting  tke  rights 
of  individuals;  and  not  to  that  department  which 
is,  in  a  sense,  our  subordinate,  and  whose  duty  it 
is  to  apply  the  law  as  it  is  to  cases  that  may  arise, 
whether  the  law  be  right  or  wrong.  It  was  main- 
tained by  Hamilton,  one  of  the  so-called  Federal- 
ists of  the  day — and  he  supposed  that  no  man 
on  this  side  of  the  House  would  admit  that  he  was 
less  a  Democrat  than  Alexander  Hamilton — that 
Congress  was  the  supreme  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  (the  floor  being  yielded) 
would  like  to  kno\v  from  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  whether  this  Congress  could  add  to  or 
take  from  the  constitutional  power  and  rights  of 
slaveholders?  If  they  had  the  constitutional  right 
to  go  into  the  new  territories  and  hold  their  slaves, 
that  power  would  be  given  to  them  by  the  judi- 
ciary deciding  upon  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  WOODWARD  said  he  was  coming  to  that 
point.  How  was  the  judiciary  to  get  into  the 
Territories,  if  you  kept  the  other  departments  out? 
I  speak  in  reference  to  the  question  of  slavery. 
What  judiciary  does  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania 
mean?  The  courts  of  the  United  States,  or  the  local 
courts  of  the  Territory?  The  United  States  court 
could  only  get  there  in  company  with  the  Consti- 
tution and  the  laws;  and  it  could  only  take  juris- 
diction of  cases  arising  under  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  this  Government — I  mean  all  descriptions 
of  laws  made  through  its  diflferent  functions,  legis- 
lative and  treaty-making. 

Mr.  BAYLY  wished  to  be  allowed  to  ask  a  sin- 
gle question,  and  (the  floor  being  yielded)  inquired 
if  his  friend  from  South  Carolina  meant  to  main- 
tain the  proposition  that  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  could  pass  a  law  or  legislate  in  any  manner 
upon  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  Territories? 

Mr.  WOODWARD.  I  am  not  talking  about 
that.  I  was  asking  hov/  the  Federal  court  could 
get  jurisdiction  of  a  slave  case  ? 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Is  not  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  the  supreme  law  of  the  land;  and  is 
not  it  part  of  the  law  which  the  judiciary  must  ad- 
minister? 

Mr.  WOODWARD.  Exactly  so.  But  if  there 
is  no  constitutional  establishment  of  slavery  in  the 
territory,  as  you  contend,  and  Congress  can  make 
no  law  for  that  purpose,  as  all  agree,  how  is  the 
United  States  court  to  get  jurisdiction  of  a  slave 
case  there  ?  That's  the  question.  I  am  told  that 
slavery  could  o'nly  exist  by  the  laws  of  the  terri- 
tory. Now,  who  is  to  adjudge  the  laws  of  the  ter- 
ritory, but  the  courts  of  the  territory  ?  So  my  friend 
puts  us  in  the  hands  of  territorial  authority  at 
last. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Do  you  say  that  the  Constitu- 
tion establishes  slavery  in  a  territory? 

Mr.  WOODWARD.  No;  it  only  recognizes  it. 
But  I  was  not  on  that  subject.  It  has  been  asserted 
that  slavery  could  exist  in  a  territory  only  by  local 
authority.  Jf  so,  then  I  say,  one's  right  to  his 
slave  could  be  adjudged  only  by  the  local  judica- 
ture— and  we  have  no  protection  in  the  judicial 
department  of  the  Federal  Government,  as  has  been 
asserted.  Now,  I  should  like  to  have  some  guar- 
anty for  my  rights  beyond  this. 

Mr.  BAYLY.     How  will  you  get  it? 

Mr.  WOODWARD.  If  those  having  a  com- 
mon interest  with  me,  in  this  subject,  will  stand 
by  me,  I  will  get  a  guaranty. 


Mr.  LAHM  asked  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  if  he  should  remove  to  a  Territory  with 
his  slave,  and  the  slave  should  there  claim  his' 
freedom,  and  should  be  brought  up  on  a  habeas 
cor]>Hs  to  the 'Supreme  Court,  if  the  gentleman 
plea.sed,  would  not  the  Supreme  Court  decide 
whether  by  the  Constitution,  without  legislative 
action,  the  gentleman  could  hold  a  slave  thus  taken 
into  a  Territory  or  not? 

Mr.  WOODWARD  said  the  gentleman  might 
resort  to  precise  technicalities,  to  make  difficult 
cases,  such  as  he  did  not  intend  now  to  enter  upon,~ 
even  if  the  refinements  of  municipal  law  were 
properly  applicable  to  great  constitutional  ques- 
tions. But  suppose  a  slave  should  escape  into  the 
District  of  Columbia,  would  not  the  remedy  pro- 
vided in  the  Constitution  apply?  I  mean  the  rem- 
edy in  the  case  of  fugitive  slaves.  Would  t#e 
gentleman  contend  that  an  obligation  which  rested 
on  the  whole  people  of  the  Union,  did  not  rest  on 
the  Government  itself?  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia had  argued,  some  two  years  since,  that  this 
was  a  local  Legislature  as  regarded  this  District, 
and  under  the  same  obligations  as  State  Legisla- 
tures. But  whether  it  was  or  not,  it  was  bound 
to  perform  all  the  duties,  in  this  respect,  towards 
the  people  of  the  States,  which  they  owed  to  one 
another.  The  injunction  was  upon  all  the  people 
of  the  Union.  I  take  the  ground  that  a  territory 
is  a  dependency,  like  the  District  of  Columbia. 
The  argument  of  my  friend  from  Virginia,  yester- 
day, made  it  a  State,  partly  in  the  Union,  and 
])artly  out.  There  is  not  one  power  conceded  to 
a  State,  he  did  not  concede  to  a  Territory;  nor  one 
conceded  to  this  Government  in  a  Territory,  he 
did  not  concede  to  it  in  a  State.  If  he  admits  any 
difference  in  the  distribution  of  power  in  the  two 
cases,  I  should  like  to  have  him  point  it  out.  It 
would  puzzle  him  to  do  so,  consistently  with  his 
territorial  doctrines. 

Mr.  BAYLY  did  not  rise,  after  the  great  indul- 
gence shown  him  yesterday,  to  engage  in  this  de- 
bate again.  He  had  not  argued  the  proposition  at 
all  which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has' 
this  day  mooted.  He  expressly  declined  to  argue 
it  yesterday,  on  the  ground  that  this  House  has  no 
jurisdiction  over  it.  The  whole  burden  of  his  argu- 
ment was,  to  show  that  Congress  had  no  jurisdic- 
tion to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the 
Territories,  and  whether  he  established  that  propo- 
sition to  the  satisfaction  of  everybody  else  he  knew 
not,  but  lie  did  it  to  his  own.  If,  then,  he  suc- 
ceeded in  establishing  the  proposition  that  Con- 
gress had  no  smthority  to  legislate  on  the  subject 
of  slavery  in  ^he  Territories,  it  seemed  to  him,  that 
as  far  as  they  were  concerned,  the  argument  was 
at  an  end.  He  referred  certainly  to  the  question 
which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had 
brought  into  the  discussion,  that,  by  the  act  ac- 
quiring territory,  slavery  was  established  in  such 
territory.  Fie  referred  to  that  opinion  simply;  he 
did  not  argue  it.  He  declined  to  do  so  because  it 
was  a  question  which  Congress  Could  not  decide. 

Mr^  FICKLIN  asked,  if  Congress  should  ac- 
quire territory  with  existing  laws  prohibiting  sla- 
very, would  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
abrogate  those  laws  ? 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  that  was  a  question  which  he 
declined  to  argue  the  other  daj',  and  he  also  refused 
to  argue  it  now,  because  it  was  a  question  which 
Congress  could  not  decide.  There  was  but  one 
way  on  the  face  of  the  earth  by  which  Congress 
could  decide  anything,  and  that  was  by  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law.  If,  then,  they  had  no  right  to  pass 
laws  on  the  subject,  it  was  a  question  which  they 
could  not  decide. 

There  was  another  proposition  which  he  also 
referred  to  as  a  mooted  question.  It  was,  that  the 
territorial  legislature  could  either  legalize  slavery 
where  it  did  not  exist,  or  abolish  it  where  it  did". 
He  declined  to  argue  that  also,  because  Congress 
could  not  decide  it.  He  took  it  that  both  these 
questions  were  judicial  questions.  They  were 
questions  which  could  be  decided  alone  by  the 
courts.  If  they  could  be  decided  by  any  other  tri- 
bunal than  the  courts,  he  begged  to  be  informed  by 
any  lawyer  in  the  House,  or  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Woodward,]  he  being  one 
of  the  most  eminent,  where  they  could  be  decided? 

Mr.  WOODWARD  inquired  how  the  gentle- 
man f'rom  Virginia  would  get  a  question  before  the 
courts? 

Mr.  BAYLY  was  greatly  surprised  at  the  ques- 
tion.    Why,  in   his  own  practice,  he  had  raised 


776 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


May  17, 


such  questions  a  hundred  times  before  the  courts. 
He  would  tell  the  gentleman  how.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  took  the  position  that  the  mo- 
ment territory  was  acquired,  no  maUer  whether 
slavery  existed  there  or  not,  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  extended  over  it  and  created  slavery 
there.  Well,  proceeding  on  that  opinion  of  his, 
the  genileman  might  go  to  California  and  carry 
with  him  his  slave. 

Mr.  WOODWARD  begged  to  interrupt  the  gen- 
tleman. He  (iVIr.  W.)  had  not  said  the  Constitu- 
tion created  slavery  in  the  Uiiited  Slates  territory. 
The  Constitution  simply  recognizes  it.  Allow  me 
a  moment  to  explain  the  idea.  A  great  error  pre- 
vailed in  calling  slavery  an  instiiulion.  They 
might  as  well  call  tobacco  or  rice,  a  ship  or  a  steam- 
boat, an  institution.  It  preexisted  as  a  mere  fact 
be#»re  the  making  of  the  Constitution.  The  Con- 
stitution took  it  as  it  found  it,  like  other  matters 
of  fact.  As  with  other  property,  mere  legislation 
could  do  nothing  with  it  but  regulate  it.  It  would 
require  constitutional  authority  to  break  it  up — to 
make  it  where  it  did  not  exist,  or  unmake  it  wliere 
it  did.  According  to  the  common  notion  of  prop- 
erty, I  cannot  permit  you  to  call  it  an  institution. 
There  is  a  more  strict  notion  of  property,  which 
constitutes  the  idea,  opposed  to  communism — that 
is,  the  idea  which  recognizes  an  individual  as  ca- 
pable in  law  of  an  exclusive  ownership  of  lands, 
chattels,  or  anything  else.  In  this  sense  we  may 
speak  of  the  "  institution  of  property;"  but  the  sub- 
stance of  property  is  not  an  institution.  Slavery 
existed  as  a  form  of  property  without  being  insti- 
tuted. How  did  it  make  its  beginning?  The  wiiite 
race,  without  authority  from  law  or  Constitution, 
at  an  early  period  of  American  history,  thought  it 
no  harm  to  go  to  Africa,  and  seize  without  process 
of  law,  and  hold  without  the  aid  of  law,  the  negro 
race  found  there,  as  appropriate  objects  of  com- 
merce. Preexistent  law  did  not  make  negroes 
property  any  more  than  it  made  caoutchouc  prop- 
erty, or  any  other  newly  discovered  article  of  com- 
merce. I  liave  said  that  the  substance  of  property 
IS  not  ati  institution,  but  wealth;  and  the  law  does 
not  create  wealth.  You  cannot,  therefore,  with 
propriety  call  slaves  an  institution.  It  was  a  mat- 
ter of  fact;  existed  as  a  fact  prior  to  the  Constitution, 
independent  of  it,  and  much  more  independent  of 
legislation.  Such  was  the  way  slavery  came  into 
existence.  I  have  given  a  statement  from  actual 
history.  And  if  it  be  such  an  enormity  as  some 
gentlemen  pretend,  let  them  unmake  the  bargain 
which  was  made  with  it  by  the  founders  of  the 
Republic,  and  not  imagine  that  the  moral  Judge 
of  the  Universe  will  admit  the  plea  of  treachery 
and  bad  faith  as  a  valid  excuse  for  theisin  of  a  bar- 
gain with  slavery. 

But,  sir,  I  (lid  not  rise  to  make  any  argument  on 
the  general  sulijcct  of  slavery.  I  wish  to  show  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  is  incorrect  in  saying 
that  the  political  question  before  us  is  simply  as 
lo  what  action  Congress  may  take  on  the  subject 
of  slavery,  and  has  nothing  to  do  with  anything 
that  belongs  to  the  judiciary.  For,  supposing  it 
admitted  that  slavery  exists  in  the  territory  under 
the  Constitution,  without  legislation  on  the  part  of 
Congress  or  a  territory;  yet,  if  it  be  true,  or  prob- 
ably true,  that  we  are  to  be  at  the  mercy  of  the 
judiciary  in  Calitbrnia  or  here,  I  want  to  know  it. 
I  want  the  opinions  of  Congress  and  public  men 
on  that  subject.  I  wanted  to  know  it  from  the 
beginning,  in  order  to  know  what  interest  my  con- 
stituents were  to  have  in  our  conquests.  I  desire 
my  constituents  to  know  it,  that  they  may  judge 
for  themselves,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  circum- 
stances, how  far  they  will  enter  into  wars  for  con- 
quest, where  they  are  to  have  no  share  in  the  con- 
quest when  made.  I  think  tlicy  are  entitled  to 
judge  for  themselves,  whether  the  South  will  spill 
its  blood  and  expend  its  treasure  for  territory  from 
which  it  is  to  be  excluded.  If  it  be  the  opinion  of 
politicians,  tiiat  in  spite  of  all  the  Congress  and 
the  judiciary  might  wish  to  do  Ibr  us,  slavery  can- 
not exist  in  territories  acf|uired  from  Mexico,  let 
me  know  it,  that  I  may  shape  my  course  accord- 
ingly. 

'I'he  gentleman  from  Virginia  is  wholly  at  fault, 
in  assuming,  that  because  Xhe  question  belongs  to 
the  judiciary,  we  have  no  interest  in  disdussing  it; 
ihatit  has  nothing  to  do  with  jjolitics.  My  [lolitical 
course  in  fniiire  may  depend  upon  this  judicial 
question  and  tlie  opinion  of  politicians  how  the 
judiciary  would  decide.  If  I  find  that  a  large  ma- 
jority of  politicians  entertain   certain  opinions,  I 


shall "  suspect  th^  judiciary  will  be  of  the  same 
opinion,  and  miiHit  be  disinclined  to  put  myself  in 
its  power.  I  sliould  be  afraid  to  put  myself  in  a 
situation  to  make  a  case  for  the  judiciary.  In 
case  I  wanted  lo  obtain  the  opinion  of  the  court, 
how  would  I  get  a  case  before  it.'  Is  it  supposa- 
ble  that  I  would  take  my  slaves  two  thousand 
miles  into  California,  to  makea  feigned  issue,  as 
it  were,  for  the  benefit  of  my  triends  behind 
me.'  Suppose  the  court  should  be  against  me, 
what  would  be  my  predicament?  The  process  of 
carrying  slaves  to  the  country  must  have  a  begin- 
nintc,  if  they  are  to  go  there  at  all.  Who  would 
take  the  first  step  at  such  a  hazard?  If  the  first 
man  who  goes  is  to  find  the  people  against  him, 
and  in  all  "probability  the  court  too,  who  will  be 
the  first  man  logo?  Is  it  not  reasonable,  then, 
that  I  should  stand  up  here  as- a  Representative, 
and,  on  behalf  of  my  constituents,  demand  to 
know  the  opinions  of  men  and  parties,  where  those 
opinions  may  influence  the  future  policy  I  may 
pursue?  Sir,  if  certain  doctrines  taught  here  are 
to  prevail,  then  I  am  against  California,  New  Mex- 
ico, Yucatan,  and  all. 

Such,  sir,  is  the  issue  I  choose  to  make.  And 
you  will  perceive  I  am  not  quibbling  about  an  ab- 
straction. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  had  made  but  one  solitary  issue  respect- 
ing his  speech,  and  that  was  the  one  he  meant  now 
to  discuss.  He  did  not  understand  the  gentleman 
to  take  issue  on  the  point  that  Congress  could  not 
legislate  on  the  subject.  Thegentleman  distinctly 
said  he  would  not  take  issue  on  that.  Having, 
then,  settled  that  question,  he  would  not  detain  the 
House  again  upon  it  after  the  indulgence  extended 
to  him  yesterday.  The  question  which  the  gen- 
tleman had  mooted,  he  repeated,  was  a  judicial 
question,  and  by  the  courts  it  must  be  decided,  and 
by  nobody  else,  for  no  other  tribunal  could  decide 
it.  He  had  shown,  and  the  gentleman  had  acqui- 
esced, that  Congress  could  not  decide  it.  Tlie 
gentleman  had  admitted  that  Congress  could  not 
decide  it,  and  therefore  no  law  was  to  do  it.  The 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  said  slavery  was  a 
fact,  and  that  it  would  exist  as  a  fact  in  the  terri- 
tories which  we  might  acquire.  Well;  but  the 
gentleman  knew  that  there  were  some  others— ^and 
some  of  them  very  learned  jurists — who  maintain- 
ed the  opposite  doctrine.  Who,  then,  was  to  de- 
cide? The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  insist- 
ed on  knowing  beforehand  how  it  was  to  be;  but 
who  could  teil  him  how  it  was  to  be  ?  Who  could 
tell  how  it  would  even  probably  be?  Thegentleman 
who  propounded  the  question  was  a  lawyer  of 
learning  and  talent.  He  said  that  slavery  would 
exist.  Why,  then,  could  he  not  trust  the  courts 
to  decide  it?  Would  he  insist  that  the  courts  should 
decide  the  question  before  it  was  before  them?  It 
must  be  referred  to  the  courts,  and  nowhere  else, 
for  there, was  no  other  tribunal  to  decide  it.  The 
gentleman  asked  how  the  questio!i»was  to  be  got 
before  the  courts,  and  he  (Mr.  B.)  would  tell  him 
precisely  how  he  might  get  it  there. 

Mr.  WOODWARD  explained.  He  was  un- 
derstood to  say  that  he  never  would  make  a  case 
for  the  courts  under  such  circumstances. 

Mr.  BAYLY  would  nevertheless  tell  thegentle- 
man how  it  would  come  before  the  courts,  and  if 
it  came  not  there  qt  all  it  would  remain  a  moot 
question  to  the  end  of  time.  A  slave  is  found  in 
California.  A  master  carried  him  there.  When 
lie  was  there, it  was  found  by  somegentleman  who 
differed  from  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
that,  inasmuch  as  slavery  did  not  exist  there  when 
the  territory  was  acquired,  until  laws  were  passed 
to  recognize  it,  he  was  free.  The  slave  then  re- 
fused to  work  for  his  master;  the  master  corrected 
him;  he  brought  his  action  for  assault  and  battery ; 
the  master  pleaded  that  it  was  moderate  correction, 
which  he  had  ihe-iight  to  inflict  on  his  servant:  the 
plea  was  demurred  to,  and  the  court  had  to  decide 
whether  slavery  existed  there  or  not.  That  was 
precisely  the  manner  in  which  the  question  could 
be  brought  before  the  courts.  In  giving  thegen- 
tleman a  case,  he  could  perhaps  have  selected  an- 
other; fbr"instance,  one  which  had  been  stated  by 
a  gentleman  from  Ohio;  but  he  selected  this  case 
because  it  was  the  precise  mode  in  which  a  similar 
question  was  brought  before  the  courts  of  Massa- 
chusetts, when  the  singular  decision  was  made  that 
her  bill  of  rights  abolished  slavery,  and  that  the 
muster  bad  no  right  to  correct  his  servant  at  all. 

Mr.  WOODWARD  had  never  felt  any  difliculty 


in  seeing  how  to  form  a  plea;  but  he  would  never 
venture  to  make  such  a  case. 

Mr.  BAYLY  would  put  it  to  the  gentleman,  then, 
how  he  could  avoid  it?  Who  could  decide  before- 
hand what  would  be  the  fact?  The  gentleman  had 
admitted  that  Congress  could  not  settle  the  ques- 
tion; who,  then,  could  do  it?  It  was  obviously 
impossible  that  the  question  could  be  decided  by 
anyl)ody  but  the  judiciary. 

Mr.  STEVVAllT,  of  Pennsylvania,  desired  to 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  whether  the  Su- 
preme Court  had  not.  decided  that  slavery  existed 
by  local  laws,  and  that  if  he  removed  his  slave  to 
free  territory,  the  slave  remained  no  longer  prop- 
erty. 

Mr.  BAYLY  replied  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  was  not  so  good  at  the  laws  as 
he  was  in  fixing  up  tariff  statistics,  and  not  very 
good  at  that,  though  the  country  perhaps  enter- 
tained a  diilereiU  opinion. 

Mr.  STEWART  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 

Tlie  CHAIR.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania will  state  his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  STEWART  would  do  so.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  pledged  himself  to  the  House 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks  a  few  days  ago,  that  if 
he  was  wrong  on  the  question  stated,  respecting 
the  exports  and  imports  at  particular  perio,ds,  he 
would  never  open  his  mouth  on  this  floor  again. 
Now  he  (Mr.  S.)  maintained  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  had  no  right  to  open  his  mouth  on 
this  floor.      [Laughter.] 

The  CHAIR  paused.. 

Mr.  BAYLY  desired  that  the  point  of  order 
should  be  decided. 

The  CHAIR  recognized  no  point  of  order  in  the 
statement  made.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BAYLY  said,  that  though  foreign  to  this 
discussion,  he  would  state  to  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  for  his  edification,  that,  before  he 
took  the  floor,  he  was  writing  a  card  for  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer,  to  show  liow  that  gentleman 
had  quibbled  in  his  card  which  appeared  in  the 
National  Intelligencer  this  morning,  to  enable  him 
to  get  out  of  the  difliculty  in  which  he  had  involved 
himself;  and  if  he  (Mr.  B.)  did  not  show  that  he 
had  done  so  to  the  satisfaction  of  every  impartial 
man,  he  would  agree  to  resign  his  seat  in  Congress. 

Mr.  STEWART  made  some  remark,  which 
was  not  audible  at  the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  BAYLY  could  not  give  way  to  these  tariflf 
discussions.  He  was  sorry  he  had  alluded  to  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  at  all.  He  said  this 
with  no  disrespect  to  that  gentleman;  but  thejr 
must  dispose  of  the  case  before  them.  There  was 
his  friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  Murpht]  anx- 
iously waiting  at  his  side  to  get  the  floor  to  speak 
upon  this  question,  and  he  (Mr.  B.)  was  equally 
anxious  that  he  should  have  it.  He  would  return, 
then,  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Woodward,]  and  he  would  say, 
that  if  Congress  should  undertake,  by  a  unanimous 
vote,  to  say  that  slavery  was  a  fact  (to  use  the  ex- 
pression of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina)  in 
the  Territories,  that  would  not  bind  the  Legisla- 
ture or  .Judiciary,  unless  Congress  had  jurisdiction 
over  the  subject.  It  would,  at  the  last,  come  be- 
fore the  courts,  and  it  could  be  nowhere  else  de- 
cided. Had  he  not,  then,  the  right  to  say,  cut 
bund? — what  good  would  arise  if  they  undertook 
to  maintain  that  slavery  existed  there?  Gentlemen 
equally  talented  and  learned  maintained  the  re- 
verse— that  it  did  not  exist  there  until  it  was  legal- 
ized. Why,  if  they  should  discuss  this  point  for 
six  months,  until  every  gentleman  had  made  up 
an  opinion  about  it,  would  that  settle  the  question  ? 
Reference  had  been  made  to  the  case  of  a  bank, 
and  the  question  had  been  asked  how  that  was  a 
party  question  when  it  could  go  before  the  judici- 
ary ?  Did  not  the  gentleman  see  that  it  was  jirop- 
erly  a  party  question,  because  this  Government 
had  to  art  upon  it,  and  to  make  a  charier  before  it 
went  to  the  country?  And  did  not  the  gentleman 
know  that  it  went  l)efore  the  court  on  the  question 
of  its  constitutioniility,  and  that  the  court  decided 
it  to  be  constitutional?  Well,  then,  suppose  this 
House  should,  by  a  two-thirds  vote,  decide  that 
slavery  existed  without  legislation,  did  that  settle 
the  question?  Still  the  case  could  and  would  come 
before  the  courts,  and  the  courts  would  decide  the 
cjuestion  without  reference  to  the  opinions  of  poli- 
ticians.    They  could  not  avoid  it. 

But  if  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  so 
much  distrusted  his  own  opinion — if  he  was  so 
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fearful  that  tlie  law  was  against  him — if  he  took 
it  for  granted  that  the  courts  would  so  decide,  then 
he  would  advise  that  j^entienian  to  go  against  the 
acquiKitif)n  of  ail  territory,  for  in  /lo  other  way 
could  the  gentleman  lie  relieved.  The  gentleman 
said  he  could.  In  the  name  of  common  sense,  let 
the  gentleman  tell  him  how  this  question  was  to  be 
settled  in  advance,  if,  as  the  gentleman  admitted. 
Congress  had  no  control  over  it? 

Mr.  WOODWARD  made  the  proposition  that 
Congress  could  and  ought  to  legislate  for  the 
protection  of  the  rights  of  the  slaveholders  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  Constitution.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  said  the  courts  had  to  determine  the  ques- 
tion. If  that  were  so,  he  never  would  consent  to 
make  a  case  for  them. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  The  gentleman  now  has  changed 
his  position.  He  now  says  Congress  has  a  right 
to  legislate  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  WOODWARi^.  Let  the  gentleman  under- 
stand me  correctly.  There  is  a  special  jurisdiction 
in  certain  cases  conferred  on  Congress,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  rights  of  slaveholders.  I  allude  to 
the  provision  in  the  case  of  fugitive  slaves,  and  for 
using  the  records  and  judicial  proceedings  in  a 
State  in  such  a  case,  if  necessary.  But  I  did  not 
propose  to  discuss  that  question,  or  any  power  of 
Congress,  but  to  define  the  issue  before  the  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  that  -was  entirely  a  new  ques- 
tion. The  right  to  recapture  fugitive  slaves  was 
one  thing,  but  the  question  whicli  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  had  discussed  was  a  different 
one.  No  man  would  deny  that  the  provision 
of  the  Constitution  to  which  the  gentleman  had 
referred  operated  in  every  State  of  this  Union;  but 
the  question  whether  a  territory  was  a  free  or.  a 
slave  territory  was  an  entirely  different  question. 
The  question  which  he  had  been  arguing  was  not 
in  reference  to  a  fugitive  but  a  resident  slave  with 
his  master.  Would  that  provision  of  the  Consti- 
tution enable  a  master  to  hold  his  slave  in  Maine 
or  Massachusetts.'  Would  it  enable  a  master  to 
remove  to  either  of  the  free  States,  take  up  his 
residence  there,  and  continue  to  hold  his  slave? 
Nobody  would  maintain  that.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  was  too  good  a  lawyer  to  be- 
lieve that;  but  the  gentleman  argued  that  slavery 
would  exist  as  a  fact  in  territory  acquired.  Well, 
but  who  was  to  decide  whether  it  did  or  not  ?  Con- 
grees  could  not  decide  it.  If  Congress  should 
undertake  to  decide,  its  decision  would  not  be 
obligatory  on  the  courts.  The  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  had  spoken  of  the  judiciary  of  a 
territory,  but  the  gentleman  knew  well  that  it  was 
a  question  that  would  come  before  the  Federal  Ju- 
diciary, under  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  for  it  was  expressly  provided  that 
the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  jurisdiction  in  such 
cases.  He  regretted  to  differ  on  a  proposition  of 
this  sort  with  a  gentleman  from  a  southern  State; 
and  with  a  few  words  on  this  subject,  he  closed  his 
remarks,  and  then  resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  MURPHY  next  addt-essed  the  committee 
on  the  general  subject  of  slavery.  [This  speech 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 
When  Mr.  M.  concluded—  - 
Mr.  COCKE  obtained  the  floor,  and  moved  that 
the  committee  rise;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
committee  rose  and  reported  progress  according- 
ly- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  it 
was  resolved  that  when  the  House  adjourns  on 
Monday  next,  it  adjourn  to  meet  again  on  Thurs- 
day, for  the  purpose  of  changing  the  carpets  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  usual  resolution  to 
close  the  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  in  one  hour  on  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1849, 
after  the  House  shall  again  resolve  itself  into  com- 
mittee on  that  bill.     Agreed  to. 

NAVY  PENSIONS. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  payment 
of  navy  pensions  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1849, 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  without 
amendment,  and  the  Ijill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed; and  being  engrossed,  was  read  the  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  May  17,  1848. 
Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  in  re- 
lation to  a  reduction  of  postage,  accomf>anied  by 
a  memorial  from  the  State  Legislature.  The  prop- 
osition is  to  charge  two  cents  on  each  letter  of  half 
an  ounce,  and  one  cent  on  all  newspaprs;  the  latter 
to  be  prepaid.  The  resolutions  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

REPORTS  FROM   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
made  a  report  recommending  a  concurrence  in  the 
amendments  of  the  House  to  the  bill  extending 
certain  privileges  to  American  vessels  engaged  in  a 
certain  mentioned  trade,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  agreed  lo. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  reported  House  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  Via,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, made  an  adverse  report  on  the  claim  of 
Hugh  W.  Wormley. 

Mr.  NILES  submitted  the  following  resolution; 

Resolvedj,  That  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  be  directed 
lo  report  to  the  Senate  such  iiiforniiition  as  may  be  in  the 
Treasury  Departuient  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  whicli  the 
interest  of  the  public  debt  has  been  paid  at  Boston,  New 
Yorls,  Philadelphia,  and  other  places  in  which  the  interest 
on  the  public  debt  is  paid,  and  particularly  that  he  inform 
the  Senate  vvhetlier  in  any  instance  payment  has  been  made 
in  any  other  medium  than  gold  or  silver. 

The  bill  from  the  House  making  appropriations 
for  the  payment  of  revolutionary  and  other  pen- 
sions of  the  United  States  for  the  year  ending  the 
30th  June,  1849,  was  read  the  first  and  second  time 
by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  bill  from  the  House  to  amend  the  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  and  to  grant  preemption  rights,"'  &c., 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  lands. 

The  bill  from  the  House  authorizing  a  register 
for  the  barque  Incarnacion  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  its  title. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MOOR,  the  ordinary  rules 
were  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  to  Senate  bill 
explanatory  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  raise  for 
a  limited  time  an  additional  military  force,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  were  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

The  private  bills  from  the  House  were  also  read 
a  first  and  second  time  by  their  titles,  and  appro- 
priately referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana, 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  relinquishment  of  the  16th 
section  in  certain  cases  and  the  selection  of  other 
lands  in  lieu  thereof;  which  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  was  subsequently  read  a  t^iird  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  GREENE  esked  of  the  Senate,  as  a  favor 
to  himself,  that  it  would  take  up  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  Purkis;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  G.  explained  the  grounds  on  which  the  bill 
rested,  and  gave  a  history  of  the  gallantry  of  Mr. 
Purkis,  in  recapturing  a  vessel  taken  by  the  Brit- 
ish in  the  war  of  1812,  and  delivering  to  the  au- 
thorities of  Newport  four  British  prisoners.  The 
bill,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  G.,  was  so  amended  as 
to  insert  $700  in  the  place  of  ^400,  and  was  then 
ordered  lo  be  engrossed,  and  was,  by  unanimous 
consent,  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
notaries  public  to  take  and  certify  oaths,  afiirma- 
lions,  and  acknowledgments  in  certain  cases. 

The  bill  having  been  amended,  at  the  suggestion 
of  Mr.  BADGER,  so  as  to  include  the  District  of 
Columbia,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  was 
subsequently  read  a  third  time,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  the  bill  to  aller  and 
amend  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Washington  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MASON,  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Clements,  Bryant  &  Co.  was  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  the  Senate 


took  up  for  consideration  the  bill  providing  for  the 
obtaining  of  testimony  in  relation  to  claims  for 
losses  sustained  in  ihe  late  war  in  Florida. 

The  bill  being  under  cotisideration  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  BREESE  expressed  a  desire  to  hear  sorrue 
explanation  of  the  object  of  this  bill.  It  appeared 
to  him  to  be  one  of  too  great  importance  to  be 
hastily  passed.  There  was  a  bill  pending  in  the 
House  for  the  creation  of  a  board  of  claims,  which 
would  cover  all  these  cases. 

JVIr.  WESTCOTT  made  a  brief  explanation,  in 
which  he  was  understood  to  refer  to  the  difficul- 
ties which  have  existed  in  the  way  of  collecting' 
testimony,  in  consequence  of  the  distances  be- 
tween the  places  where  it  was  to  be  sought  for. 
He  was  opposed  to  the"*bill  establishing  a  boarc||of 
claims  in  this  city..  He  was  against  the  increase 
of  Federal  patronage  here,  where  pui)lic  ofiicera 
only  labor  from  nine  till  three,  occupying  only  six 
hours  a  day,  and  devoting  a  great  jiortion  of  that 
to  reading  newspapers.  He  hoped  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  would  consent  to  withdraw  his  objec- 
tions. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said,  that  if  the  Senator  from 
Florida  was  against  the  establishment  of  a  bonrd 
of  claims,  he  (Mr.  C.)  was  in  favor  of  it.  The 
bill  now  under  consideration  might  lay  the  found- 
ation for  the  expenditure  of  millions.  He  was 
against'adopting  one  rule  for  the  State  of  Florida, 
and  a  different  one  for  all  the  other  States  of  the 
Union. 

Mr."  UNDERWOOD  was  of  opinion,  that, 
whether  the  House  bill,  which  had  been  refei-red 
to,  came  here  or  not,  this  bill,  or  something  like 
it,  must  pass.  As  a  member  of  the  committee,  he 
had  paid  some  attention  to  the  subject,  and  he  had 
suggested  a  plan.  The  effect  of  the  bill  would 
not  be  to  put  the  Slate  of  Florida  on  a  better 
footing  than  other  States.  He  was  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  because  he  desired  to  fix  some  rule  the 
operation  of  which  might  be  advantageous  to  the 
country.  It  would  do  away  with  ex  parte  testi- 
mony. He  could  have  wished  to  obtain  a  general 
law,  but  that  he  had  been  uriab'e  to  effect.  There- 
fore, he  should  go  in  favor  of  adopting  a  rule  for 
this  large  class  of  cases  in  Florida.  He  thought 
good  policy  required  that  this  bill  should  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGA.N,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  was  then  postponed  until 
to-morrow,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  spe- 
cial order. 

OCCUPATION  OF  YUCATAN. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  ena 
ble  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  take  tem- 
porary military  occupation  of  Yucatan. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  proposed 
by  Mr.  Dix— 

Mr.  DIX  rose  to  explain  his  amendment.  He 
stated  the  position  of  Yucatan  at  this  moment,  re- 
duced by  her  helplessness  to  offer  the  suri-ender  of 
her  sovereignty  to  any  nat'on  which  will  aid  in 
her  rescue  from  the  hostility  of  the  Indians  which 
threaten  the  extermination  of  the  white  inhaliit- 
ants.  The  President  had, as  he  was  bound  to  do, 
communicated  to  the  Senate  the  proposition  of 
Yucatan  to  our  Government.'  The  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  had  reported  a  bill.  This  being 
a  question  relative  to  the  internal  difficulties  in 
which  Yucatan  is  involved,  becomes  one  of  some 
delicacy  and  complexity.  As  we  lay  down  the 
rule  that  interference  with  the  domestic  concerns 
of  other  nations  cannot  be  permitted  by  foreign 
governments,  it  is  our  duty  to  take  care  that  we 
ourselves  do  not  violate  this  rule.  But  there  were, 
in  the  case  of  Yucatan,  circumstances  which  seem- 
ed to  authorize  and  justify  some  interference  on 
our  part.  He  proceeded  to  give  a  succinct  histoiy 
of  the  changes  in  Yucatan,  which  had  resulted  in 
her  obtaining,  not  an  entire,  but  a  qualified  inde- 
pendence of  Mexico.  He  viewed  her  as  occupy- 
ing a  neutral  position  in  relation  to  the  United 
States. 

By  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  we  arc  restrained 
from  any  hostile  act  towards  any  part  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Mexico.  He  did  not  see  that  we  could 
take  military  occupation  of  Yucatan,  under  a  rigid 
construction  of  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  without 
subjecting  ourselves  to  the  ini|Hiiation  of  bad  faith. 
He  expressed  a  hope  that  the  chairman  of  Foreign 
Relations  would  not  adhere  to  the  first  section  of 
the  bill.  As  to  the  other  sections  of  the  bill,  they 
had  his  entire  acquiescence.     The  outrages  which 
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chaiaclerized  ihe  war  iiiYucntan shocked  humanity. 
He  poiiiud  out  the  difl'crence  l)etween  liis  amend- 
mentand  the  origina!  section.  The  laitersupersedes 
the  GovernmeiU  of  Yucatan,  whde  the  former 
contemplates  cooperation  with  that  Government. 
He  tlioui^lit  tliat  we  might  properly  transfer  some 
of  our  troops  from  Mexico,  for  the  purpose  of  aid- 
in;j  the  Yucatanese  in  their  defensive  con  test  against 
the  Indians.  By  his  substitute,  lie  defined  the 
conditions  on  which  an  army  and  navy  shall  be 
employed.  Tliey  are  to  be  subordinate  to  the 
Government  of  Yucatan. 

He  did  not  think  that  this  interposition  would 
be  any  violation  of  international  law.  We  are 
already  in  possession  of  one  of  her  ports — Laguna 
— and  this  fact  may  be  ciif?d  as  a  justification  of 
ou^interference.  If  we  were  at  peace  with  Mex- 
ico, this  would  be  a  very  embarrassing  case.  It 
must  be  a  very  extreme  case  which  would  justify 
us  in  trampling  on  the  political  organizations  of 
nations;  but  such  cases  he  admitted  might  occur, 
in  which  all  respect  for  these  political  organizations 
must  yield  to  the  higher  duties  which  bind  man  to 
man. 

On  the  subject  of  the  supply  of  arms  to  the  In- 
dians by  Br  t:sh  agents,  he  cjuoted,  from  a  news- 
paper published  at  Kingston,  Jamaica,  (theMorn- 
ing  Clironicle,)  a  paragraph  denouncing  this  traf- 
fic, and  stating  that  a  commissioner  from  Yucatan 
had  arrived  there,  to  rcmonstiate  against  it,  as  a 
violation  of  an  ancient  treaty  with  Spain,  nego- 
tiated at  London  in  1786,  by  which  this  traffic  in 
arms  was  prohibited.  The  commissioner  liad  re- 
ceived assurance  that  the  trade  should  be  discon- 
tinued, on  the  score  of  humanity  alone — the  pro- 
hibition in  the  treaty  of  178G  not  being  regarded 
as  applicable  to  this  case.  It  appears,  from  other 
paragraphs  from  a  paper  published  at  Belize,  that 
the  British  authorities  had  not  interfered  to  stop 
the  traflic.  He  would  not  charge  the  British  Gov- 
ernment with  a  design  to  aid  the  Indians  to  extir- 
pate Spanish  rights;  but  circumstances  justified  the 
belief  that  British  agents  may  have  taken  this 
course  from  a  desire  to  extend  British  dominion. 

He  then  went  into  some  geographical  state- 
ments, derived  from  the  map  of  Arrowsmiih  and 
other  sources,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the 
boundaries  of  Yucatan  were  mostly  shadowy  and 
uncertain,  and  that  they  had  not  been  entirely  re- 
spected by  Great  Britain.  He  charged  that  Power 
with  having  encroached  on  Central  America,  for 
the  purpose  of  maintaining  the  Mosquito  king — 
whose  throne  a  sandhill,  whose  sceptre  a  rush, 
and  whose  robe  a  blanket,  sets  fleets  and  armies 
in  motion,  and  carries  on  his  usurpations  with  all 
the  "pomp  and  circumstance  of  glorious  war." 
He  had,  on  a  foimer  occasion,  stated  that  the  object 
ol'Great  Britain  in  her  extension  was  to  obtain  a  site 
for  a  ship  canal.  He  did  not  suppose  that  these 
views  emanated  from  the  Mosquito  king;  but  he 
should  not  be  surprised  if  the  enterprises  to  be 
carried  on  should  be  in  the  name  of  that  distin- 
guished personage.  He  brought  forward  a  notice 
of  the  British  consul-general  in  Central  America, 
addressed  to  the  Governnient  of  Nicaragua,  in  con- 
firmation of  his  opinion  that  Great  Britain  was 
extending  her  dominion  in  that  quarter.  While 
making  these  stalemenis,  he  disavowed  any  idea 
of  considering  Great  Britain  as  an  enemy.  On 
the  contrary,  he  regarded  her  as  a  friend — at  most, 
a  commercial  rival  in  all  the  generous  pursuits  of 
industry  and  enterprise.  Nor  did  he  envy  ber  the 
possession  of  those  torrid  plains,  which  are  parched 
Ijy  a  vertical  sun  above,  and  scorched  by  volcanic 
fires  beneath.  Nor  did  he  apprehend  any  danger 
to  ourselves.  His  object  was,  merely  to  awaken 
an  aiicnlion  to  what  was  in  |)rogiess  around  us. 
It  did  not  become  us  to  remain  inert  or  incredu- 
lous, whfle  Great  Britain  was  seizing  every  oppor- 
tunity to  enlarge  her  territory  and  extend  her  sov- 
ereignty. 

To  prevent  a  breach  of  international  obligations, 
we  have  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  afTairs  of  Eu- 
ropean countries.  At  the  .same  time,  he  held  that 
we  had  a  right  to  lake  .such  measures  as  would 
prevent  the  interference  of  I'Airopeun  Powers  in 
the  domestic  concerns  of  this  continent.  What 
those  measures  should  be,  he  would  not  pretend  to 
say.  It  wa.s  a  question  of  prudence.  But  he  did 
not  place  hi.s  support  of  thi.s  bill  on  the  ground  of 
the  daiiiicr  of  European  interference  in  the  affairs 
of  Yucatan. 

One  of  the  main  grounds  on  which  he  placed  his 
support  of  this  bill  wan  that  of  justice.     We  htv.d 


taken  away  the  means  which  would  have  enabled 
Mexico  to  assist  Yucatan,  and  we  are  bound  in 
strict  justice  to  do  what  we  have  prevented  Mex- 
ico from  doing. 

He  also  supported  the  bill  on  the  ground  of  hu- 
manity. We  are  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  the 
blessings  and  privileges  of  law,  order,  tranquillity, 
and  uninterrupted  prosperity.  In  Central  America 
the  picture  is  reversed;  there,  law,  order,  tran- 
quillity, and  prosperity,  are  all  rent  asunder — towns 
sacked,  houses  burned,  and  every  description  of 
ferocious  outrage  perpetrated.  Such  was  the  sketch 
— an  imperfect  one  he  admitted — but  he  would  not 
attempt  to  fill  it  up  with  the  loathsome  details 
which  truth"  would  furnish. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  he  would  ask  the  Senator 
from  New  York  if  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  that 
a  war  was  at  this  moment  existing  between  the 
whites  and  the  Indians. 

Mr.  DIX  said  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  of  the 
fact. 

After  a  few  wordsfrom  Mr.  Dix,  by  way  of 
conclusion — 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  then  rose  and  said,  that 
since  this  bill  was  under  discussion  yesterday,  he 
had  received  intelligence  that  a  treaty  had  been 
concluded  between  the  Government  of  Yucatan 
and  the  Indians,  and  that  the  war  had  been  brought 
to  a  close.  Similar  information  liad  reached  the 
city,  in  the  Baltimore  Sun,  which  had  given  the 
heads  of  the  treaty.  The  terms  agreed  on  appeared 
to  him  to  be  fair,  and  he  trusted  that  the  difficulties 
had  been  settled.  In  this  state  of  things,  he  thought 
it  due  to  the  Senate  to  state  that  he  should  no  longer 
feel  himself  called  on  to  press  the  passage  of  this 
bill.  No  harm  could  result  from  a  little  delay,  and 
it  might  be  advisable  to  wait  for  further  advices 
from  Yucatan  before  any  definite  action  took  place. 
As  we  are  in  a  state  of  war  with  Mexico,  no  for- 
eign armed  vessels  would  attempt  to  enter  the  ports 
of  Yucatan.  A  force  of  four  hundred  marines  had 
been  ordered  from  Alvarado  to  Laguna,  and  this 
would  suffice  for  the  present.  He  would,  there- 
fore, move  that  the  bill  be  informally  passed  over. 

Mr.  DIX  said,  that  if  he  had  Ijeeii  aware  of 
these  facts,  he  would  not  have  troubled  the  Senate 
with  the  remarks  which  he  had  felt  himself  called 
on  to  submit. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  replied  that  he  had  not  com- 
municated theinformatiun  to  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  because  he  was  not  disposed  to  prevent  the 
Senate  from  hearing  a  good  speech. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  concurred  in  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  although  the  effect 
would  be  to  cut  off  a  speech  which  he  also  had 
intended  to  make.  He  would,  therefore,  merely 
allude  to  the  extraordinary  delay  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  Executive  department  before  the  cor- 
respondence of  Mr.  Sierra  had  been  ctiminiinicated 
to  the  Senate,  and  which  he  had  understood  to 
have  been  accounted  for  by  the  Senator  from  In- 
diana on  the  ground  that  the  authority  of  that  gen- 
tleman had  not  been  recognized  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said,  that  if  the  motion  he 
had  made  had  cut  off  the  speech  of  the  Senator 
froiri  Kentucky,  it  had  not  prevented  him  from 
giving  the  gist  of  it  to  the  Senate.  He  knew  that 
there  were  several  Senators  desirous  to  be  heard 
on  the  bill,  and  lie  had  himself  intended  to  oiler 
some  remarks.  What  he  had  said  on  the  subject 
of  the  recognition  of  Mr.  Sierra  had  been  misap- 
prehended by  the  Senator  from  Keiuucky. 

Mr.  NILES,  while  he  acquiesced  in  the  post- 
ponement of  the  bill,  expressed  some  surprise  at 
the  change  of  ground  which  this  new  course  indi- 
cated on  the  [)art  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana.  In 
the  first  place,  that  Senator  had  urged  immediate 
action  on  the  bill  on  the  ground  of  humanity;  but, 
afterwards,  he  had  urged  it  as  a  matter  of  national 
policy,  to  prevent  the  interference  of  any  of  the 
European  Powers.  The  settlement  of  the  difficul- 
ties in  Yucatan  disposed  of  the  question  of  human- 
ity. But  he  did  not  see  how  it  changed  the  aspect 
of  the  policy  of  preventing  other  Powers  from  in- 
terposing at-the  request  of  Yucatan.  He  expatia- 
ted, in  a  tone  too  low  to  be  heard  in  the  gallery,  on 
the  inconsistency  of  this  course. 

[A  discussion  of  a  sharp  and  personal  character 
ensued  between  Mr.  Hannegan  and  Mr.  Niles, 
which  was  settled  amicably.] 

Mr.  FOOTE  then  addressed  the  Senate  at  much 
length,  remarking  severely  on  the  course  of  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut,  and  the  Senator  from 


South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoun,]  against  whom 
he  charged  desertion  of  the  Democratic  party.  He 
reviewed  the  course  of  the  Whigs  in  the  war  of 
1812,  eulogized  the  stand  taken  by  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  in  favor  of  that  war,-but  ar- 
gued, that  from  the  subsequent  conduct  of  that 
Senator,  the  Democratic  party  had  now  finally- 
withdrawn  its  confidence  from  him. 

When  Mr.  FOOTE  had  concluded, 

Mr.  HOUSTON  rose  and  complimented  the 
Senate  on  the  universal  sentiment  which  seemed 
to  prevail  in  favor  of  peace.  It  appeared  that  they 
were  all  for  peace.  The  next  thing  was  an  armis- 
tice. He  would  therefore  move  that  the  Senate 
go  into  secret  session. 

A  motion  was,  however,  made  to  adjourn;  which 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  then 
postponed  until  to-morrow,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. . 
Thursday,  May  18,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved- 
Mr.  DUER  asked  leave  to  oflTer  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolvcil,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  L.nnds  he  in- 
ftnictcd  to  inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  setting  Jipart  a 
portion  of  the  puhlic  lands  for  the  exclusive  use  and  posses- 
sion of  free  black  persons,  on  the  following  terms  and  con- 
ditions: 

1.  Tiiat  every  free  black  male  person  above  the  a^e  of 
twenty-one  years,  removing  to  and  making  his  re;-idence  in 

suoli  territory,  sliall  be  entitled  to  occupy  and  cultivate 

acres  of  the  public  lands  situated  therein,  and,  nf'tPr  jfo  oc- 
cupying and  improving  tlie  same  for years,  shall  be  fur- 
ther entitled  to  receive  a  grant  of  the  same,  free  of  all  cost 
or  charge  whatsoever. 

9.  That  no  sale  of  land  within  such  territory  be  made  by 
the  Government,  or  be  permitted  to  be  made  by  individuals, 
to  white  persons. 

3.  That  portions  of  said  lands  be  set  apart  for  tlie  purposes 
of  education. 

4.  That  such  ti^rritory  be  separately  organized,  and  gov- 
erned under  the  autiiority  of  Congress. 

5.  That  when  the  inhabitants  of  said  territorj' shall  amount 

to thousands,  they  he  invested  with  such  powers  of 

self-government  as  are  usually  granted  to  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States. 

Oi)jection  being  made,  the  resolution  was  not 
received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BINGHAM,  leave  was  gra'tit- 
ed  the  administrator  of  John  Johnson,  deceased, 
to  withdraw  papers  pertaining  to  the  claim  of  said 
Johnson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CABELL,  leave  was  granted 
for  the  withdrawal  of  the  papers  in  the  case  of  J. 
M.  Bates. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CABELL,  it  was 

Resolved,  'i'hatthe  Comniiuee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  tlie  expediency  of  declaring  the  town  of 
Miami,  in  the  county  of  Dade,  State  of  Florida,  a  port  of 
entry  and  delivery ;  and  that  they  report  by  hill  or  other- 
wise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi, 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  was  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  supplemental  to  an  act  to  confirm 
the  survey  and  location  of  claims  for  lands  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  east  of  Pearl  river,  and  south 
of  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude,  approved 
March  3,  1845,  and  it  was  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  to-morrow. 

Mr.  ABBOTT  presented  resolutions  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Massachusetts,  and  also  a  memorial 
of  the  same  Legislature,  favorable  to  the  reduction 
of  the  rates  of  postage.  Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  leave 
was  given  to  Lieutenant  M.  Thomas  to  withdraw 
the  papers  relating  to  his  claim  against  the  Gov-, 
ernment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MARVIN,  leave  was  given 
to  Daniel  G.  Garnsey  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FRENCH, 

UrsoU'ed,  'I'hat  the  Comrniltre  on  the  Post  Oflice  and  Post 
Roads  he  inslrucled  to  iii'|iiiri^  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  post  route  IVorii  the  rn|)lar  Plains,  in  Fleinihg  coun- 
ty, Kentucky,  via  Phimniir's  Mills,  on  Pox's  creek,  John's 
Mills,  in  Tri|)lctt,Triplelt's  Post  Olfice,  and  upCharitycrcelf, 
to  West  Liberty,  in  Morgan  county,  in  the  same  State. 

Hesohed,  That  Ihc  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  he  injtruclcd  to  impiire  into  Ihe  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  post  route  from  Thomas  J.  Dobbin's  store,  in  Mont- 
gomery county,  Kentucky,  to  the  mouth  of  Aaron's  Run,  in 
the  Hame  county. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  bill  to  amend  •. 
the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service 
for  the  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1848,  approved 
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March  3,  1847,  was  recommitted  to  the -Committee 
00  Naval  Aflairs. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afiuirs,  to  which  were  referred  Senate  bills 

■  for  the  relief  of  ihe  forward  officers  of  the  lale  Ex- 
ploring Expedition,  and  for  the  "relief  of  I'homas 
Brownell,  reported  the  same  back- to  the  House 
without  amendment.     Committed. 

Mr.  ADAMS,  from  tiie  Committee  on  Engra- 
ving, to  which  was  recommitted  the  subject  of 
engraving  the  maps  of  the  route  of  a  proposed  line 
of  mail  sieamers  between  Monterey  or  San  Fran- 
cisco, in  California,  to  Canton  and  Shanghae,  in 
China,  touching  at  the  Sandwich  [slands,  to  ac- 
company a  report  on  the  subject,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  one  copy  of  the  chart  accompanying  said 
report  be  engraved  tor  eacli  number  tliereof  ordered  by  the 
House  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Texas  in  relation  to  the  "  proviso," 
slaveiy,  the  tariff,  and  the  war  with  Mexico;  and 
also  in  reluiion  to  the  Texas  volunteers  called  out 
in  1846.  They  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
the  latter  one  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HILLIARD,  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  peti- 
tion of  citizens  of  Erie  and  Huron  counties,  Ohio, 
psking  that  the  territory  acquired  from  Mexico  be 
set  cipart  for  occupation  by  free  negroes;  and  it  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STROJNG,  from  the  Committee  on  Kevo- 
lutionary  Pensions,^  made  adverse  reports  on  the 
petitions  of  Oliver  King,  Eunice  Clark,  Caty  Burn- 
ham,  and  Elizabetli  K.  Brunot.  Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  coinmittee,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Mary  Pike.    Read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  a  resolution  of  the  House  in  relation  to 
the  delay  of  business  in  ihe  Pension  Office,  made 
a  report,  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  Sarah 
Wood;  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Miller;  granting  a 
pension  to  Gideon  A.  Perry;  which  bills  were  sev- 
erally read  and  committed. 

Mr.  VENABLE,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fielding  G.  Brown. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  ECKERT,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jos.  Taylor.  Read 
and  committed. 

Also,  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Benja- 
min Holland,  Abner  Long,  and  Charles  Taylor. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

■  Mr.  W.  T.  LAWRENCE,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of 
Ephraim  Spoor  and  Robert  MiUigan.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  bills 
for  the  relief  of  Mary  W.  Thompson  and  John 
Haup.     Read  and  committed. 

Also,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Tee;  which 
was  read  twice  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  and, 
being  engro.-5sed,  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  10  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  HliNLEY,  from  the  Conunitteeon  Patents, 
reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  applications  for  the 
renewal  of  patent  rights  in  certain  cases. 

The  bill  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed; and,  being  engrossed,  was  read  a  third 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FARRELLY,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Patents  was  discharged  from  the  petition  of 
Calvin  Emtnons;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  and  Grourlds,  made  a 
report  on  the  plans  of  R.  E.  Monaghan  and  of 
Stephen  Bowerman  for  taking  the  yeas  and  nays. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  the 
Committee  on  Rules  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  resolution  in  relation 
to  allowing  a  member  not  more  than  ten  minutes 
to  make  a  personal  explanation;  and  it  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  MciLVAINE,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Aflairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
Cherokee  Indians  in  North  Carolina.  Read  and 
'  cojnmitied. 

Mr.  McKAY  asked  the  House  to  proceed  to 
cojaeider  the  Joint  resolution  defining  the  reports  to 


be  annually  made  to  Congress  by  the  heads  of  the 
several  Executive  departments,  and  requiring  tlie 
same  to  be  prepared  immediately  after  the  close  of 
each  fiscal  year  and  forthwith  communicated  for 
publication.     Objected  to. 

SENATE  BILLS  ON   THE  SPEAKER'S    TABLE. 

Senate  bills  of  the  following  titles  lying  on  the 
Speaker's  table,  were  taken  up,  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  appropriate  committees: 

A  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  mo- 
ney to  Robert  Purkis. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  relinquishment  of  the  16th 
section  in  certain  cases,  and  the  selection  of  other 
lands  in  lieu  thereof. 

A  bill  to  authorize  notaries- public  to  take  and 
certify  oaths,  affirmations,  and  acknowledgments 
in  certain  cases. 

A  bill  renewing  certain  naval  pensions  for  the 
term  of  five  years,  and  extending  the  benefits  of 
existing  laws  respecting  naval  pensions  to  engi- 
neers, firemen,  and  coal-heavers  in  the  navy,  and 
to  their  widows. 

A  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  sur- 
render certain  bonds  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  held 
by  the  United  States,  to  the  agent  of  the  Stale  for- 
the  said  State  of  Indiana. 

The  resolution  reported  some  days  since  by  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  to  print  1,000  copies  extra 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  establishment  of  a  board  of  commis- 
sioners for  the  examination  and  adjustment  of 
claims  against  the  United  States,  was  taken  up, 
read,  considered,  and  agreed  to  by  the  Plouse. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  joint 
resolution  defining  the  reports  to  be  annually  made 
to  Congress  by  tlie  heads  of  the  several  Executive 
dfepartments,  and  requiring  the  same  to  be  pre- 
pared immediately  after  the  close  of  each  fiscal 
year,  and  forthwith  communicated  for  publication. 

Several  amendments  were  made  to  the  resolu- 
tion; but,  before  it  was  read  entirely  through,  it 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  reterred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

POST  OFFICE  APPROPRIATIONS,   ETC. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  bill 
making  ap|)ropriations  for  the  service  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1848,  (Mr.  King,  of  Massachusetts,  in  the  chair.  J 

Mr.  COCKE,  who  had  the  floor  from  yester- 
day, rose  and  said  he  was  aware  that  the  remarks 
which  he  proposed  to  make  to  the  committee  were 
iTOt  strictly  in  order,  but.  they  would  not  be  incon- 
sistent with  custom;  for  it  was  usual,  when  the 
House  was  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  for  gentlemen  to  indulge  in  a 
wide  latitude  in  the  discussion  of  any  question 
that  might  be  under  consideration.  This  was  his 
apology  for  the  train  of  argument  in  which  he 
should  indulge  this  morning. 

It  was  not  his  purpose  to  discuss  at  large  the 
origin  of  the  war  with  Mexico  in  which  the  coun- 
try was  engaged.  He  was  fully  sensible  that  he 
could  not  furnish  to  the  committee  any  new  views 
on  that  subject;  for  it  had  been  thoroughly  exam- 
ined and  ably  discussed  by  others,  and  long  ere 
this  every  member  of  this  House  and  the  people  of 
the  country  had  formed  an  opinion  upon  that  great 
question.  He  should  not,  then,  for  it  was  unne- 
cessary, detain  the  committee  with  a  discussion  of 
the  origin,  rise,  and  progress  of  the  war  with  Mex- 
ico. His  purpose  was  to  discuss  some.other  ques- 
tions intimately  connected  with  the  policy  which 
the  present  Administration  had  pursued  during  its 
term  of  service. 

At  an  early  period  of  this  session  an  amend- 
ment was  submitted  to  a  resolution,  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Asiimun,]  which 
declared  "  that  this  war  was  unnecessarily  and  un- 
constitutionally commenced  by  the  President  of  the 
United  Stales,"  and  for  that  amendment  he  gave 
his  vote.  He  was  then  governed  by  the  convic- 
tions of  his  best  judgment  and  a  sense  of  public 
duty;  and,  after  mature  consideration  and  deep 
reflection,  he  was  enabled  to  say  that  he  had  never, 
in  the  whole  course  of  his  life,  been  more  fully  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  of  any  sentiment  than  he  now 
was  of  the  trulh  of  the  averment  of  that  amend- 
ment. It  was  to  him  no  new  proposition;  for  in 
the  last  canvass,  before  the  people  of  his  own  dis- 
trict, on  every  occasion  when  an  opportunity  pre- 
sented itself,  he  took  the  same  ground  respecting 
the  origin  of  that  war,  and  he  was  triumphantly 


sustained  by  the  people.  In  short,  in  giving  the 
vote  to  which  he  had  referred,  he  was  representing 
truly  the  feelmg.s  and  sentiments  of  the  people  of 
the  second  Congressional  district  of  Tennessee, 
which  he  had  the  honor  to  represent. 

He  desired  also  to  allude  for  a  moment  to  a  vote 
which  he  gave  during  the  last  session  of  Congress 
on  an  amendment  submitted  by  his  honorable  friend 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Boyd]  to  the  preamble  of  the 
bill  that  was  passed  during  that  Congress,  which 
declared  that  the  war  was  commenced  by  the  act 
of  Mexico.  He  voted  for  that  amendment;  but,as 
had  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, [Mr.  Rhett,]  in  an  early  debate  in  this  House 
on  the  subject,  he  did  not  consider  the  preamble  a 
part  of  the  bill.  In  this  view  many  other  gentle- 
men participated  who  voted  on  opposite  sides  on 
the  same  question.  Thegentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  BoKD,]  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proposed 
to  strike  out  the  fir.^  section  of  the  original  bill, 
which  was  highly  improper,  because  it  fixed  no 
limit  as  to  the  force  to  be  called  into  service;  it 
fixed  no  limit  as  to  the  length  of  service;  nor  did  it 
make  an  appropriation  of  a  single  dollar.  The 
amendment  did.  It  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
President  ten  millions  of  dollars,  authorized  him 
to  call  into  service  fifty  thousand  volunteers,  and 
likewise  limited  the  time  of  their  service.  But 
because  it  contained  the  preamble,  while  in  com- 
mittee he  voted  against  it,  hoping,  if  it  was  rejected, 
thafa  suitable  amendment  would  be  offered  and 
adopted.  But  the  amendment  was  adopted  by  the 
committee,  and  reported  to  the  House.  The  crW- 
cal  condition  of  General  Taylor  and  his  army  on 
the  Rio  Grande  admitted  of  no  delay ,  atid  he  voted 
for  the  amendment  because  he  considered  it  less 
objectionable  than  the  original  section  in  the  bill, 
protesting  at  the  same  time  that  the  preamble  was 
not  true,  and  that  it  had  no  necessary  connectic  n 
with  the  bill.  Many  of  his  DemocraticJriends  nn 
the  other  side  of  the  House  voted  against  that 
amendment,  and  afterwards  for  the  bill  in  which 
it  was  incorporated,  but  did  not  consider  that  they 
were  voting  for  the  preamble,  which  they  con- 
tended was  no  part  of  the  bill.  And  that  was  the 
light  in  which  he  fMr.  C.)  considered  it.  He  did 
not  believe  that  the  inception  or  the  beginning  of 
the  war  was  the  act  of  Mexico,  although  it  had 
been  contended  by  many  that  we  had  had,  for  sev- 
eral years,  ample  cause  of  war  against  her.  On 
the  contrary,  he  firmly  believed  that  the  first  act  of 
war  was  committed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  President  assumed  the  power  to  order 
the  army  into  a  territory  that  was  disputed,  and  in 
the  possession  of  Mexico.  It  was  a  question 
which  had  been  pending  between  this  Governmei  t 
and  the  Government  of  Mexico  from  the  tin  e 
Texas  was  admitted  into  this  Union.  In  theresc- 
lutions  by  which  Texas  was  received  into  this  cor- 
federacy  the  point  was  reserved  to  this  Goverr- 
meut,  and  not  to  the  President,  who  had  no  right 
to  determine  a  question  of  boundary,  which  was 
then  the  subject  of  negotiation,  or  at  least  was 
open  to  negotiation.  After  Texas  was  annexed 
to  the  United  States,  and  became  a  part  of  the 
Union,  he  was  willing  to  regard  her  as  a  sister 
State  in  this  confederacy,  and  to  extend  to  her  that 
protection  which  this  Government  was  bound  to 
afford  to  every  other  State  of  this  Union;  and  every 
citizen  of  Texas  who  had  emigrated  thither,  and 
felled  the  timber  of  its  forests,  and  tilled  its  soil, 
and  euected  the  log  huts  that  studded  its  surface, 
had  an  equal  claim  on  this  Government  for  pro- 
tection with  any  other  citizen  of  even  the  oldest 
States.  But  it  became  an  important  question  for 
consideration  at  what  point  they  were  to  find  the 
unquestioned  frontier  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Donelsori,  in  a  communication  written  ly 
him  on  this  subject,  pointed  out  Corpus  Christias 
a  place  that  might  with  propriety  be  occupied  by 
General  Taylor,  and  as  a  place  which  presented 
conveniences  for  the  furnishing  of  supplies  to  our 
troops.  General  Taylor  did  go  to  Corpus  Christi, 
and  there  remained  for  twelve  months  in  peace  and 
quiet;  and  not  until  the  President  assumed  the 
power  to  order  the  advance  march  into  disputed 
territory  was  the  peace  broken.  Peace  then  ex- 
isted between  the  two  Republics;  and  in  whom 
was  the  power  vested  by  the  Constitution  to  change 
the  relations  of  the  two  countries  from  peace  to 
war.'  Certainly  not  in  the  Executive  department 
of  this  Government.  The  power  was  vested  ex- 
clusively in  Congress,  and  the  exercise  of  such 
power  by  the  President  was  an  assumplioa  of  its 
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rights  and  powers  and  duties.  The  occupation  of 
the  disputed  teiriiory,  while  Mexico  was  in  pos- 
spssion  of  it,  was  an  act  of  war;  it  was  an  act  of 
war  commiiied  hy  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  while  the  Constitution  clearly  and  unequiv- 
ocally vested  tliat  power  in  Congress.  The  Pres- 
ident had  no  riicht  to  do  it;  and  hence  the  order  of 
the  1.3th  January,  1846,  directing;  General  Taylor 
to  iruirch  his  troops  and  take  a  position  on-lhe  left 
bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  was  an  act  of  war,  and 
an  unnecessary  and  unconstitutional  act,  by  which 
all  the  hori'ors  of  war  had  been  made  familiar  to 
the  two  Repul)lics. 

He  was  aware  it  had  been  ur^ed  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  sent  to  Mexico  a  messenger  of  peace  in 
the  person  of  Mr.  Slidell;  but  if  all  the  instructions 
given  to  Mr.  Slidell  were  made  known,  he  felt  sat- 
isfied that  it  would  appear  that  even  the  President 
did  not  then  re^-ard  the  Rio  Grande  as  the  western 
boundary  of  Texas.  It  became  all-important, 
therefore,  to  the  Administiation  that  those  instruc- 
tions should  be  withheld  from  the  people.  Give 
to  them  publicity,  and  the  arguments  of  the  friends 
of  the  present  Executive  would  be  at  once  over- 
thrown, and  their  lips  would  forever  be  sealed  on 
this  question.  It  was,  therefore,  the  interest  of 
that  party  not  to  communicate  them.  The  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  [Mr.  Turnkr]  had  told  them  that 
if  these  instructions  were  communicated  they  would 
give  important  information  to  the  enemy.  His  lan- 
guage was  as  follows: 

"  It  will  be  apparPiit  that  sound  policy  rt^quired,  that 
whiln  nee  >tiatioiis  liir  peace  were  pendinij,  those  instructions 
aluuild  not  he  inarle  public,  for  it  is  well  known  that  what- 
ever is  piil)li^hed  in  this  llou-e  soon  finds  its  way  into  Mexi- 
co; and  it' the  importance  the  President  attaches  to  the  pur- 
chase ol'the  bay  ofS  ui  Francisco  slioulcl  be  made  known  to 
M-'Xico,  it  wouhl  induce  them  to  hold  out  for  the  most  ex- 
orbitant terms." 

Now,  although  those  instructions  had  not  been 
communicated  to  this  House,  they  had  somehow 
fovmd  their  way  into  the  newspapers,  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  had  shown  an  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  their  contents.  Their  unofficial 
publication  perhaps  might  attach  to  them  some 
distrust;  but  had  not  the  gentleman  from  Illinois, 
in  daring,  as  a  member  of  the  President's  party, 
to  inake  such  disclosures  thus  authoritatively,  ex- 
posed himself  to  the  charge  of  affording  "aid  and 
comfort  to  the  enemy?"  liowever  that  might  be, 
the  disclosures  had  clearly  shown  that  Mr.  Sli- 
dell's  inission  was  not  so  much  to  restore  friendly 
relations  between  the  two  Republics  as  to  acquire 
N(-w  Mexico  and  California.  It  was  apparent 
thrit  he  was  sent  out  to  promote  another  scheme  of 
annexation  which  the  President  then  had  in  con- 
templation. But,  besides  that  scheme,  what  were 
Mr.  Slidell's  instructions?  Why,  to  obtain  the 
Rio  Grande  itS  the  boundary,  from  its  mouth  to 
its  source,  including  New  iVlexico,  for  which  he 
was  authorized  to  offer  five  millions  of  dollars. 
And  for  the  acquisition  of  California,  including 
Monterey,  he  was  authorized  to  offer  twenty-five 
millions  of  dollars;  and,  on  tlie  completion  of  either 
bargain,  this  Government  would  undertake  to  set- 
tle with  our  citizens  who  have  claims  for  spolia- 
tions on  Mexico. 

Well,  it  was  understood  that  a  treaty  had  been 
ratified  on  the  part  of  our  Government,  though  he 
would  not  undertake  to  say  positively  what  were 
its  terms,  as  they  were  not  officially  made  known. 
Its  provisions,  nevertheless,  were  said  to  have 
crept  into  the  newspapers;  and,  as  he  had  not^seen 
them  contradicted,  he  presumed  some  reliance 
might  be  placed  on  them.  They  must  not,  how- 
ever, forget  that  the  President's  object,  from 
which  he  had  proclaimed  he  would  not  swerve, 
was  "  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for  the 
/uinre."  This  was  echoed  from  the  President  by 
the  "  Union,"  his  or^an,  and  it  had  become  the 
burden  of  the  song  of  Democracy  throughout  the 
land. 

•'  Indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for  the 
fuliire!"  Why,  a.s  he  had  shown,  Mr.  Slidell 
wa.s  instructed  to  offer  twenty-five  millions  of  dol- 
lars for  certain  acquisitions  and  a  Ijoundary,  in  the 
fir.sl  instance;  and  our  own  Government,  if  re[)ort3 
were  tiiic,  had  agreed  to  pay  upwards  of  twenty 
millions  of  dollars,  by  a  treaty,  which  would  secure 
to  us  the.  territory  which  Mr.  Slidell  was  instructed 
to  purchase  for  Iwcnty-fivc  millions.  What,  then, 
became  of  "  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security 
for  the  future?"  Was  nothing  meant  by  that  as- 
sertion of  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the  Pres- 
ident; or  was  it  merely  used   to   hoodwink  the 


people?  How  could  the  President  escape  from 
the  charge  of  insincerity?  What  said  the  Presi- 
dent, in  his  last  annual  message,  on  this  subject, 
for  he  desired  to  give  the  President  the  beneAl  of 
his  own  statement?     On  page  eight  he  says: 

"The  doctrine  of  no  territory  is  the  doctrine  of  no  in- 
demnity; and,  if  sanctioned,  would  be  a  public  ackiiowl- 
ed'.'ineiit  that  our  country  was  wrong,  and  that  the  war 
decland  by  Congress  with  extraordinary  unaiiiiniiy  was  un- 
jiisi,  and  siiould  be  abandoned — an  admission  unfounded  in 
fact,  and  de!,'iading  to  the  national  character." 

And  again,  on  page  14,  he  says: 

"  In  my  annual  message  to  Congress,  in  December  last,  I 
declared  that  '  the  war  has  not  been  waged  with  a  view  to 
conque-t;  but,  having  been  commenced  by  Mexico,  it  has 
been  carried  into  the  enemy's  counlry,  and  will  he  vigorous- 
ly prosecuted  there,  with  a  view  to  obtain  an  honorable 
peace,  and  thereby  secure  ample  ind  mnity  for  the  expenses 
of  the  war,  as  well  as  to  our  inurli  injured  citizens,  who 
hold  large  pecuniary  demands  against  Aluxico.'  Such,  in 
my  jud.;inent,  continues  to  be  our  true  policy;  indeed  the 
only  policy  which  will  probably  secure  a  permanent  peace." 

And,  on  page  14,  he  again  says: 

"  We  demand  an  honorable  pi;ace,  and  that  peace  must 
bring  with  it  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for  the 
future." 

Such  were  the  professions  of  the  President. 
"  Indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for  thefutui-e" 
was  his  determination,  and  no  treaty  that  did  not 
contain  these  provision.'!,  he  told  them  emphatical- 
ly, would  meet  his  sanction  and  approval;  and  yet 
he  had  adopted  a  treaty  made  by  an  unauthorized 
agent  with  Mexico,  securing  to  us  New  Mexico 
and  California  on  the  payment  of  twenty  millions 
of  dollars — a  sum  much  greater  than  the  whole  of 
that  territory  was  worth;  and,  in  addition  to  that, 
we  were  to  assume  the  debts  due  to  private  citizens 
for  spoliations.  Where,  then,  he  again  asked,  was 
this  vaunted  "  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security 
for  the  future  ?"  Where  was  the  indemnity  for  the 
expenses  of  the  war?  And,  he  might  well  ask, 
what  were  the  expenses  of  the  war?  Did  the  com- 
mittee know  what  this  war  was  to  cost  us?  For 
two  long  years  we  had  been  engaged  in  a  war,  and 
what  was  to  be  its  cost?  Was  it  intended  to  esti- 
mate New  Mexico  and  California  as  equal  in  value 
to  the  expenses  of  that  war,  together  with  the 
twenty  millions  that  we  were  to  pay  for  those  ter- 
ritories? Was  that  the  purpose  of  this  Adminis- 
tration ?  Again  he  asketl,  wliat  were  the  expenses 
of  this  war?  What  were  the  appropriations  which 
Congress  had  made  for  its  prosecution?  He  had 
undertaken  to  makea  calculation  of  theseexpenses, 
and  he  found  that  Congress  had  appropriated  al- 
ready, including  the  twenty  millions  which  was  to 
be  paid  under  the  treaty  and  an  estimate  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  which  were  to  be  given  to  the  soldiers  who 
had  served  in  Mexico,  the  sum  of  ^105,751,301  56. 
This  sum  was  exclusive  of  the  expenses  of  the  sev- 
eral States  in  furnishing  necessary  supplies  to  the 
troops  before  they  were  mustered  into  service,  and 
the  amount  that  would  be  requisite  to  bring  the 
troops  liome.  And  beyond  all  this,  there  was  the 
large  amount  to  be  paid  to  our  gallant  soldiers  and 
their  widows,  in  the  way  of  pensions.  Such  was 
a  rough  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  this  war;  and 
did  they  seriously  propose  to  value  New  Mexico 
and  California  at  that  amount?  Why,  if  the  war 
were  wound  up  to-day,  the  cost  of  it  would  not  be 
less  than  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars — not  a 
cent  less.  And  would  they  value  this  acquisition 
of  territory  at  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars? 
He  could  not  believe  that  such  an  idea  was  enter- 
tained  in  any  quarter. 

But  again  :  if  Mexico  owed  our  citizens  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars,  and  she  was  to  be  held  responsible 
for  the  expenses  of  the  war,  as  the  President  as- 
sured them  she  should  be,  why  should  we  pay  to 
licr  fifteen  millions  of  dollars?  Why  should  one 
cent  be  paid  to  her?  This  territory,  which  we 
were  to  acquire,  was  not  worth  one-tenth  of  the 
amount  which  the  war  had  cost  us,  and  yet  we 
were  to  obtain  "indemnity  for  the  past  and  secu- 
rity for  the  future,"  by  paying  to  her  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  Oh!  it  was  all  a  humbug,  and  a 
gross  attempt  to  delude  the  honest  people  of  this 
country,  who  had  too  long  confided  in  this  Admin- 
istration. He  was  very  much  pleased  a  few  days 
since  with  an  illustration  given  by  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Embree]  of  the  amount  of  the 
cost  of  this  expensive  war.  'I'he  idea  was  a  familiar 
and  a  happy  one,  and  it  was  calculated  to  strike  the 
minds  of  the  people  with  great  force.  It  brought 
the  subject  before  them  in  a  manner  by  which  it 
could  bo  understood.  He  (Mr.  C.)  had  had  oc- 
casion to  follow  out  that  gentleman's  train  of 
thought,  and  he  had  submitted  to  the  same  illus- 


tration the  larger  amount  which  we  have  now  ex- 
pended. The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Em- 
buee]  estimated  the  expenses  of  the  war  by  wa^on 
loads,  and  he  allowed  35  cwt.  to  a  team,  and  that 
was  a  good  load,  in  his  (Mr.  C.'s)  judgment,  though 
there  might  be  a  few  teams  in  Pennsylvania  equal 
to  a  greater  load.  Assuming,  however,  that  cal- 
culation, and  taking  the  amoupt  of  our  expendi- 
tures at  $105,000,000,  we  had  1,857  wagon  loads 
of  silve|r  dollars.  And  how  far  did  they  calculate 
those  teams  would  reach?  Why,  when  moving  in 
a  direct  line,  they  would  extend  more  than  twenty- 
one  miles,  even  when  followinj  close  upon  each 
other.  But  that  was  not  all.  To  the  sum  which 
he  had  stated  as  the  amount  of  our  expenditures 
must  be  added  the  interest  on  the  debt  which  had 
been  incurred.  And  how  much  would  thataniount 
to  ?    Why,  to  over  six  millions  annually. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Which  is  to  go  to  Europe. 

Mr.  COCKE.  Yes,  as  has  been  suggested  by 
the  gentjeman  from  Georgia,  which  is  to  go  to 
Europe.  Now,  apply  the  mode  of  illustration  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  to  this  animal  interest, 
and  they  would  See  112  wagon  loads  of  silver  dol- 
lars, extending  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in  length, 
bearing  over  six  millions  of  dollars  a  year  to  our 
seacoast,  to  be  shipped  to  foreign  latids,  for  the 
benefit  of  men  of  other  nations;  and  yet,  oh  shame- 
less hypocrisyl  the  President  was  obtaining  for 
us  "  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for  the 
future!" 

This,  however,  was  only  the  money  considera- 
tion; and  if  that  were  all,  gladly,  oh,  how  gladly, 
would  he  be  willing  to  ingulf  it  in  the  ocean,  and 
bury  it  forever  from  human  remembrance  !  "  In- 
demnity for  the  past!"  What  indemnity  would 
they  give  to  those  sonless  mothers  who  had  beea 
bereft  of  the  comfort  of  their  age  in  this  desolating 
war?  What  "indemnity"  had  they  to  olfer  to 
console  the  sorrows  of  widowhood?  Were  the 
lives  of  sons  and  husbands  estimated  as  nothing? 
Were  they  of  no  account?  Was  the  cost  of  this 
war  merely  a  cost  of  dollars  and  cents?  Were 
they  alive  to  no  other  than  mercenary  considera- 
tions? Was  the  host  of  gallant  spirits  lost  in  this 
war,  to  sink  beneath  the  value  of  dross?  If  the 
mighty  host  of  brave  men  who  had  fallen  in  this 
strife  of  arms  could  be  restored  to  their  friends  and 
their  country;  if  this  country  could  be  restored  to 
its  condition  at  tlie  period  when  this  war  began, 
he  would  forget  that  we  had  sacrificed  millions  of 
wealth  in  the  conflict.  He  had  before  him  an  esti- 
mate of  the  number  of  men  lost  in  this  war,  in  a 
report  from  the  Adjutant  General,  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  of  this  House.  This  report  ex- 
hibited the  number  of  deaths  according  to  the  last 
returns,  specifying  those  killed  in  battle  and  those 
who  died  of  their  wounds,  together  with  thpse  who 
had  died  in  consequence  of  diseases  to  which  the  ser- 
vice had  subjected  them.  And  what  did  the  com- 
mittee think  the  loss  of  the  country  amounted  to 
in  human  lives?  Why,  7,907  gallant  spirits  had 
fallen  in  battle  or  died  of  their  wounds. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  And  how  many  have  died 
of  disease  incidental  to  the  service  in  the  hospitals? 

Mr.  COCKE.  Yes,  how  many  have  silently 
passed  away,  where  death  stalks  abroad  like 
"  destruction  that  wasteth  at  noonday,"  who  can 
tell?  Of  those  discharged  from  the  service  for  dis- 
ability, this  report  shows  there  were  6,558;  but 
how  many  of  those  died  on  their  way  to  their 
homes  after  their  discharge,  no  statement  could  be 
made.  At  least  one-third  had  doubtless  died  of 
diseases  cmitracted  in  the  service,  and  the  total 
sacrifice  of  lives  in  battle  and  by  disease  could  not 
fall  short  of  fifteen  thousand.  And,  to  all  this,  add 
those  mangled  frames  that  had  succeeded  in  reach- 
ing their  homes,  as  melancholy  monuments  daily 
to  remind  us  of  the  horrid  carnage  and  destruction 
ftnd  desolation  that  were  consequent  on  wars ! 
They  could  not  pass  through  the  streets  even  now 
I  without  meeting  the  remnants  of  inen  whose  limbs 
had  been  torn  from  their  bodies. 

But  look  again  at  the  disastrous  effects  of  this 
war  over  the  whole  country,  and  not  alone  on  the 
brave  soldiers  who  had  fought  our  battles.  Behold 
the  widows  and  orphans  that  had  been  left  hus- 
bandless  and  fatherless.  How  were  they  going 
to  "  indemnify"  them  for  the  past,  and  give  them 
"  security"  for  the  future?  Go  to  the  country,  visit 
their  mountain  homes,  hunt  out  the  widows  and 
orphans,  enter  the  hovels  of  sorrow  and  misfor* 
tune,  witness  their  desolation,  and  then  talk  to 
them  of  "  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for 
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the  future."  What  indemnity  would  restore  a 
husband  to  the  widow,  and  a  father  to  the  father- 
less? On  whom  were  they  to  lean,  now  that  their 
earthly  stay  and  support  was  gone?  Oh!  go  to 
them  in  their  wretchedness  and  talk  to  them  of 
"  indemnity,"  and  their  tears  would  fall  like  burn- 
ing curses  upon  your  garments.  Bravely  did  our 
soldiers  bear  aloft  the  banner  of  our  country  in 
Mexico.  Wherever  danger  was  present  they  were 
ready  to  rally.  On  every  battle  field  of  Mexico 
how  much  of  the  best  blood  of  our  land  had  been 
poured  out  as  an  evidence  of  their  devotion  to 
their  country.  How  sanguinary  soever  the  con- 
flict might  be,  they  followed  wherever  they  were 
called  upon  to  go;  and  the  best  and  noblest  spirits 
of  which  this  country  could  boast,  have  been  of- 
fered up  on  the  altar  of  their  country,  and  yet  the 
glace  of  their  burial  is  forgotten  and  unknown, 
ut  the  little  streams  that  burst  fresh  from  the 
bloody  heights  of  Cerro  Gordo,  trickling  on  their 
winding  way  to  the  ocean,  murmur  the  requiem 
of  the  gallant  dead,  while  the  dreary  valley  of 
Mexico — 

"  Waves  above  them  her  green  leaves, 
Dewy  with  Nature's  tt'iir  drops    *     *     * 

Grieving,  if  aught  inanimate  e'er  grieves. 
Over  the  unreturning  brave." 

To  this  whole  country  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  answerable  for  bringing  on  this 
calamitous  war,  and  the  people  would  hold  him, 
and  the  party  that  sustained  him,  to  a  strict  ac- 
count. 

But  to  proceed:  Will  the  treaty  be  ratified  by 
both  Governments  who  are  parties  to  it?  There 
were  many  who  thought  it  would  not  be  ratified; 
and  why  was  it  so?  There  were  reasons  sufficient 
to  justify  the  apprehension  that  it  would  not  be 
ratified  by  Mexico.  The  course  pursued  by  this 
Administration  towards  our  generals  in  Mexico, 
would  doubtless  have  its  influence  in  producing 
such  a  result.  What  had  it  done?  Why,  the 
negotiator  of  the  treaty  had  been  ordered  under 
arrest,  and  to  be  sent  out  of  the  country  in  the  face 
of  the  enemy.  And,  in  addition,  the  gallant  Scott, 
who  had  been  invincible  in  every  hard-fought  field, 
and  M/hose  name  filled  the  enemy  with  despair  and 
despondency,  had  been  stricken  down  in  his  glory, 
while  the  laurel'  wreath  of  victory  encircled  his 
brow,  and,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  he  had  been 
ordered  home  in  apparent  disgrace.  And  could  it 
be  supposed  that  this  attempt  to  disgrace  the  old  sol- 
dier would  have  no  influence  on  Mexico?  Strange, 
indeed,  it  would  be  if  it  had  not.  And  why  had 
this  been  done?  Because  he  had  dared  to  execute 
arl  old  army  order  which  had  been  revived  by  the 
War  Department  for  a  special  purpose;  that  pur- 
pose being  to  insult  and  degrade  another  victorious 
soldier  (General  Taylor)  for  writing  a  confidential 
letter  to  an  old,  intimate,  and  gallant  friend — Gen- 
eral Gaines.  For  that,  General  Taylor  was  insult- 
insily  censured  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  this 
old  order  was  revived  to  punish  him,  if  he  should 
again  venture  upon  its  violation.  But,  for  execu- 
ting that  order,  which  he  had  been  commanded  to 
execute.  General  Scott  had  been  suspended  from 
his  command  and  ordered  home.  This  Adminis- 
tration had  a  fearful  account  to  render  to  the  Amer- 
ican people  for  such  conduct. 

In  the  course  of  some  three  or  four  days  there 
would  be  a  convention  held  at  Baltimore.  A  Demo- 
cratic convention  assembled  there  four  years  ago, 
and  gave  to  this  Union  its  present  Executive;  and 
the  convention  to  sit  next  week  was  to  select  their 
candidate  for  that  office  for  the  next  term  of  four 
years,  [n  anticipatioji  of  that  event,  he  had  been 
anxiously  looking.forsomethiiig  from  hiscolleagues 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Mouse  in  defence  of  this 
Administration,  that  the  claims  of  the  present  occu- 
pant of  the  Presidential  chair  might  go  before  that 
convention.  But  they  had  manifested  a  studied 
silence;  they  had  had  nothing  to  say  on  that  sub- 
ject. He  had  been  exceedingly  solicitous  to  hear 
them  say  something  respecting  the  next  Presi- 
dency, and  the  claims  of  their  favorite  candidate. 
As  a  Tennesseean,  who  had  a  proper  regard  for 
the  creditof  his  State,  as  his  colleagues  refused  to 
Bay  anything,  and  declined  to  prcsei|l  the  claims 
of  the  President,  he  would  consider  himself  as 
counsel  assigned  by  the  balance  of  the  delegation 
to  present  those  claims,  and  endeavor  to  secure  for 
him  due  consideration  fmrn  that  body;  and,  if  he 
succeeded  in  nothing  else,  he  hoped  he  should  suc- 
ceed in  obtaining  fur  the  accused  a  fair  trial. 

Mr.  G.  W.JONES  said,  as  the  friends  of  his 


colleague  were  in  great  difficulty  about  the  selec- 
tion of  a  candidate  for  themselves,  they  had  better 
try  the  President  as  their  candidate. 

Mr.  COCKE  was  surprised  to  hear  that  the 
party  of  his  colleague  [Mr.  G.  W.  Jones]  were 
ready  to  throw  him  overboard. 

Mr.  JONES  said,  whoever  they  did  throw  over- 
board generally  went  to  his  colleague's  party,  and 
by  it  were  promoted. 

Mr.  COOKE  said,  the  accessions  to  the  ranks 
of  his  party  from  those  of  his  colleaj;ue's  were  not 
those  who  had  been  thrown  overboard,  but  those 
who  had  left  them  in  disgust.  You  never  throw 
any  overboard,  no  matter  how  much  they  sin. 
You  have  none  to  spare. 

His  time,  however,  was  rapidly  passing  away, 
and  he  must  proceed  with  his  advocacy, as  assigned 
counsel  of  the  present  Executive,  whom  he  was 
presenting  to  the  nation,  and  particularly  to  the 
Baltimore  Convention,  which  was  to  meet  next 
Monday  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency. He  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  understood 
that  he  was  presenting  the  claims  of  a  Tennesseean 
for  the  next  Presidency.  And  he  wished  to  give 
some  reasons  why  those  claims  should  be  highly 
estimated.  But  four  years  ago,  the  candidate  that 
he  presented  to  them  was  the  Samson  of  their 
parly;  he  was  deemed  the  strongest  man;  and  who 
to-day  had  shorn  him  of  his  strength?  Had  he 
not  strength  enough  to  stand  before  the  Baltimore 
Convention?  Had  he  not  one  solitary  friend  left 
to  present  his  name?  Singular,  indeed,  in  its  con- 
struction, must  that  Convention  be,  if  it  could  not 
furnish  one  friend  to  sustain  him  who  but  four 
years  ago  was  their  Samson. 

He  was  not  sure  that  the  Baltimore  Convention 
could  nominate  anybody;  for  it  would  be  a  het- 
erogeneous assemblage.  It  would  consist  of  Wil- 
mot-proviso  men  and  anti-Wilmot-proviso  men, 
of  Old  Hunkers  and  Barnburners,  of  fii'ly-four- 
forty  men  and  those  who  only  went  to  forty-nine, 
of  tariff  men  and  anti-tarifl'  men,  internal-improve- 
ment men  and  anti-internal-improvement  men, 
spoilers  and  anti-spoilers,  warriors  and  anti-war- 
nors,  indemnifiers,  and  no-indemnifiers,  and  a  va- 
riety of  other  hues  and  colors  too  tedious  to  men- 
tion. And  how  was  all  this  heterogeneous  mass 
to  harmonize,  except  by  taking  the  "model?" 
Why,  not  to  renominate  the  present  Executive 
would  be  a  violation  of  party  usage.  Hitherto, 
every  Democratic  President  had  been  renominated, 
and  why  should  the  present  be  an  exception?  I'o 
be  sure,  it  had  been  asserted  that  he  had  expressed 
a  desire  to  retire  at  the  close  of  his  present  term; 
but  he  had  asserted  that  he  would  have  fifiy-four 
forty,  and  then  took  forty-nine;  and,  as  a  friend 
near  him  said,  that  meant  nothing.  He  repeated, 
then,  that  it  would  be  a  violation  of  party  usage 
to  deny  to  him  the  renomination,  for  it  had  been 
hitherto  invariably  done.  It  was  given  to  General 
Jackson,  and  to  Mr.  Van  Buren  it  was  given  twice, 
and  proposed  to  be  given  a  third  time,  and  would 
have  been  given  by  a  majority. 

If  the  present  Executive  was  their  strongest 
man  four  years  ago,  why  was  he  not  so  now? 
What  issue  had  arisen  to  blight  his  prospects?  If 
he  should  not  be  renominated,  it  would  be  a  tacit 
admission  by  his  own  party  that  they  were  afraid 
to  go  to  the  people  on  the  war  and  other  iissues 
which  grew  out  of  it,  and  be  considered  by  the 
country  as  a  virtual  condemnation  of  his  Admin- 
istration by  the  Democracy  in  convention  assem- 
bled, if  his  time  was  not  so  nearly  exhausted,  he 
would  call  their  attention  to  other  considerations; 
he  could  not,  however,  abstain  from  reading  an 
extract  from  a  recent  article  by  Mr.  Ritchie,  the 
editor  of  the  Executive  organ,  the  Union.  That 
gentleman  said: 

"  Never  sincfi  this  Government  was  established  has  any 
Administration  been  truer  than  the  present  to  the  |)rinciples 
and  the  pledges  on  wllieh  it  came  uito  power.  Wliati-ver 
may  be  sa.d  of  it  lieroafler,  eitlier  by  Iriend  or  foe,  tliis  its 
great  prai.-e,  ot  absolute  fidelity  to  tlie  recorded  principles  of 
the  party  that  made  it,  can  neither  be  gainsaid  nor  denied." 

Truer  to  the  principles  and  pledges  on  which  it 
came  into  power !  What  were  those  "principles 
and  pledges?"  Spoils.  A  most  odious  and  exten- 
sive system  of  spoils.  And  had  any  Administra- 
tion been  truer  to  those  "  prijici|)les"  than  the 
present?  Tlie  pi-esent  Executive  had  done  much 
for  the  party,  especially  for  those  from  wlioin  he 
received  his  nomination.  What  had  he  done  for 
them?  He  (Mr.  C.)  had  taken  the  pains  to  gather 
materials  by  which  to  show  the  manner  in  which 
the  President  had  rewarded  those  wlio  tendered  him 


the  nomination,  and  perhaps  an  exhibition  of  these 
facts  might  have  some  influence  on  the  approach- 
ing Baltimore  Convention.  He  wished  the  House 
to  remember  he  was  only  acting  as  assigned  coun- 
sel, believing  that  if  he  (Mr.  C.)  did  not  under- 
take the  case,  the  President  would  be  entirely  over- 
looked. 

He  had  looked  over  the  list  of  the  delegates  to 
the  last  Baltimore  Convention,  and  to  show  to  the 
House  and  to  the  country  how  the  President  had 
rewarded  his  friends  and  their  connections,  he 
begged  their  attention  to  the  document  which  he 
had  prepared.  It  was  as  follows: 
Delegates  to  the  Baltimore  Democratic.  Convention  in  May, 

1844,  who  hace  been  reuariled  by  Mr.  Polk,  and  the  amo-u'nt 

of  the  public  money  which  each  has  received  or  uul  receive 

darins,  kis  administration. 

Robert  J.  Walker,  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury $24,000  00 

George  Bancroft,  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy.  .^12,000 
Do.  as  Minister  to  Gr.  Britain  31 ,5U0 

43.500  (10 

Cave  Johnson,  Postmaster  General 24,lj0j  00 

Nathan  Clifibid,  Attorney  General 4,350 

Do.  Commissioner  to  Mexico.. 29,500 

93,850  00 

Ralph  J.  Ingersoll,  Minister  to  Russia 31,500 

Son  of  the  Minister  as  Secretary  of  Lega- 
tion   4,0~0 

35,500  OO 

Romulus  M.  Saunders,  Minister  to  Spain 4U,50  /  CO 

George  W.  Hopkins,  Charg6  to  Portugal ] 4,6-25  i  0 

Andrew  J.  Donelson,  Minister  to  Prussia 49,500  00 

John  W.  Davis,  Commissioner  to  China 6,(.t0  00 

Bpnjamin  G.  Shields,  Char<;6  to  Venezuela 18,000  OO 

Henry  H  uhliard,  Subtreasurer  at  Boston 6.500  m 

Marcus  Morton,  Collector  of  tlie  Customs,  Boston  25J600  00 
Phineas  Ahen,  reappointed  Postmaster  at  Pitts- 

firld,  Massachusetts 4,039  48 

C.  G.  Greene,  Public  Printer,  Boston,  salary  un- 
known. 

R.  Rantoul,  jr.,  District  Attorney  for  Massachu- 
setts    16,000  00 

Isaac  H.  Wright,  ajipointed  Navy  Agent,  and  re- 
jected by  the  Senate. 

H.  K.  Smith,  Postmaster  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y 6,847  84 

Benjamin  F.  Butler,  U.  S.  District  Attorney  for 
the  Southern  District  of  New  York.„ 24,000  00 

John  L.  Dawson,  U.  S.  District  Attorney  for  the 
Western  Distiict  of  Pennsylvania,  salary  un- 
known. 

Daniel  S.  Bizer,  Inspector  of  Customs,  Baltimore    4,038  00 

Gabriel  Holmes,  District  Attorney  for  North  Car- 
olina, salary  unknown. 

W.  T.  Colquitt,  son  Paymaster  in  the  Army 3,f 00  OO 

D.  B.  Turner,  Postmasier  at  Huntsville,  Alabama  4,b96  16 
Charles  A.  Bradford,  Surveyor  General,  Jackson, 

Mississippi 4.003  OO 

George  R.  Fall,  Public  Printer,  Mississippi,  salary 
unknown. 

Samuel  H.  Laughlin,  Recorder  Land  Office 8,000  00 

Gideon  J.  Pillow.  Briaadier  and  Major  General...     7,470  00 

G.  A.  Caldwell,  Major  in  the  Army 3.3-:4  00 

John  W.  Tibbatis,  Colonel  in  the  Army 4,319  00 

Samuel  Medary,  Postmaster,  C^olumbus,  Ohio 6,1£8  40 

Thomas  H.  Barlley,  U.  S.  District  Attorney  for 

Oliio,  salary  luiknown. 
W.-D.  Morgan,  Secretary  ofLegatinn  to  Brazil...     8.000  00 

John  S.  Siinonson,  Captain  of  Dragoons 2.00)  00 

J.  C.  Sloo,  Receiver  at  ShawneetoWn,  Illinois. . .     4,OliO  00 
William  Walters,  Public  Printer,  Springfield,  Il- 
linois, salary  unknown. 

A.  H.  Sevier,  Commissioner  to  Mexico 23..5(10  OO 

W.  F.  Ritchie,  Public  Printer 5,00J  GO 

Thomas  Ritchie,  Editor  of  the  Union  and  Public 

Printer 989,478  82 

Benjamin  H.  Brewster,  Cherokee  Commissioner.     2,920  lO 

To  be  sure,  Mr.  Ritchie  was  not  in  the  conven- 
tion, but  he  claimed  his  right  to  the  spoils  upon 
the  ground  that  his  son  was.  The  ascertained 
sums  in  this  table  amounted  to  the  convenient  sum 
of  !fJ742,410  56.  Truly,  the  Administration  had 
been  faithful  to  its  friends,  and  doubtless  he  would 
remunerate  them  again  for  like  services.  Well 
might  Mr.  Ritchie  laud  this  Administration;  for 
his  item  proved  incontestably  how  amply  he  had 
been  rewarded.  Let  what  will  be  said  of  Mr.  Polk, 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  he  paid  well. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  said  that  was  one  of  the 
peculiar  principles  of  the  Whigs;  they  always  took 
good  care  of  their  own  friends. 

Mr.  COCKE  replied  that  the  party  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  always  paid  better  than  hi.s 
(Mr.  C.'.s)  did,  and  it  was  because  Ihat  party  was 
less  economical  of  the  public  money,  and  more 
careful  to  reward  Executive  favorites. 

He  had  been  very  anxious  to  say  a  word  about 
General  Taylor  and  the  course  of  the  Administia- 
tion  towards  him,  but  he  had  not  time  to  do  so. 
He  was  extremely  anxious  to  speak  of  General 
Taylor's  position,  and  to  show  that  it  was  per- 
fectly consistent  with  the  ground  upon  which  the 
Whig  party  had  uniformly  acted;  but  he  must  re- 
serve it  for  some  other  occasion. 

He  had  not  time  to  read;  but  he  must  refer  to 
one  little  paragraph  from  the  "  Union,"  in  order 
to  show  how  great  was  the  con.sternation  and 
alarm  of  its  veacrable  editor  as  soon  as  General 
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Taylor's  letter  of  the  22cl  of  April  made  its  appear- 
ance.    Here  was  what  he  ihoiighl  of  that  letter: 

"  In  n  word,  we  iKive  rnrelyspen  a  production  so  pprfeetly 
Uiifiitisraclory  as  a  coiilVsjion  ol' faith." 

Mr.  Ritchie  seemed  to  think  there  was  some 
prospect  of  the  old  General's  nomination  by  the 
Whig  convention,  and  the  idea  filled  him  with 
horror.  It  bniught  him  to  his  knees.  He  was 
struck  with  amazement,  and  he  began  to  pray: 

"  Would  to  Heavpn,  tliat  for  his  own  sake,  he  liad  never 
j'irlded  to  the  solicitations  of  any  of  his  own  countrymen  ; 
tliat  he  had  modestly  declined  tiie  honor,  from  a  sense  of 
his  own  int  xperience  ;  hut  that  he  had  lirun  content  to  wi;ar 
the  military  laureU  which  he  hail  so  gloriously  won." 

After  the  production  of  this  letter  of  the  22d  of 
April,  the  mere  mention  of  the  old  hern's  name 
filled  with  horror  not  only  the  "  Union,"  but  the 
rest  of  the  prints  of  the  like  stripe,  and  their  friends 
throughout  the  country.  "  JTokW  to  Heaven!^' 
Why  pray  so  fervently?  Was  it  because  Mr. 
Polk's  editor  feared  that  General  Taylor  would  be 
defeated.'  Or  was  it  not  rather  the  apprehension 
for  any  candidate  whom  they  might  select  to  run 
against  him.'  It  was  from  a  f^iill  conviction,  a  con- 
sciousness that  if  he  were  the  nominee  of  the  next 
convention  at  Philadelphia,  a  disastrous  defeat 
awaited  that  party.  Hence  the  oTd  man  fell  upon 
his  knees,  and  exclaimed,  "  Would  to  Heaven  he 
had  never  yielded  to  the  solicitations  of  his  coun- 
trymen," in  reference  to  accepting  the  nomina- 
tion  

Here  the  debate  closed,  in  compliance  with  the 
order  of  the  House. 

THE   POST  OFFICE  BILL. 

Mr.  RHETT  moved  to  amend  the  item  "  For 
transportation  of  the  mails  within  the  United 
Slates,  $2,540,700,"  by  reducing  the  sum  to 
$2,495,700,  and  adding  to  the  end  of  the  item  the 
words,  "  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail!  in 
steam-vessels  between  Charleston  and  Havana, 
§45,000." 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  amend  Mr. 
Rhett's  amendment  by  adding  the  following 
thereto: 

"  The  said  steamers  to  be  employed  in  the  conveyance  of 
the  mail  from  Charleston  to  Havana  shall  stop,  going  and 
returning,  at  Savannali,  in  Georgia,  to  deliver  and  receive 
letters,  papers,  passengers, and  freight;  provided  there  shall 
be  no  increase  of  compensation  therefor.  The  said  steamers 
shall  al-n  he  commanded  hy  officers  of  the  navy  not  below 
the  grade  of  lieutenant,  and  shall  receive  four  midshipmen 
on  board  as  watch  officers  ;  the  said  oHicers  to  be  accommo- 
dated without  charge  to  the  Government." 

After  explanations  by  Messrs.  RHETT  and 
KING,  and  inquiries  by  Mr.  CABELL— 

The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  King's  amend- 
ment, and  on  a  division  a  quorum  did  not  vote. 

The  CHAIR.VIAN  directed  the  roll  to  be  call- 
ed; which  being  done,  the  committee  rose,  and 
the  Chairman  reported  that  the  committee  having 
found  itself  without  a  quorum,  the  roll  had  been 
called. 

The  names  of  the  absentees  were  ordered  to  be 
entered  on  the  .Journal. 

A  quorum  having  appeared,  the  committee  re- 
sumed ils  session. 

The  vote  was  again  taken  on  Mr.  King's  amend- 
ment by  tellers,  and  there  were — ayes  62,  noes  58. 

So  Mr.  King's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  amend 
Mr.  Rhett's  amendment  by  reducing  the  amount 
$1,000  for  carrying  the  mail  between  Charleston 
and  Havana. 

Mr.  H.  then  entered  into  an  explanation  in  re- 
gard to  the  contract  made  by  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral for  carrying  the  mail  between  Charleston  and 
Havana.  When  Mr.  H.  had  concluded,  he  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

Mr.  VINTON  availed  himself  of  the  privilege 
allowed  to  the  L'cntleman  reporting  a  bill  from  the 
committee  l)rie,tly  to  explain  the  character  and  ob- 
ject of  the  provision  relative  tocontracl.s  for  carry- 
ing the  mail,  the  former  le;^is!ation  on  the  subject, 
and  the  action  of  the  Postmaster  General  under  it. 
He  caused  to  be  rend  the  Gth  section  of  the  act  of 
last  session,  as  well  as  an  extract  from  the  annual 
report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  and  one  or  two 
recent  letter.s  frr)m  the  same  source,  from  which  it 
appeared  that  the  Postmaster  G<;nftral  was  autho- 
rized to  contract  for  mail  lrnns[)oriaiion  from 
Charle.ston  to  Chairres,  by  v/ay  of  Havana,  anri 
then  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  to  Oregon — 
the  major  portion  of  the  route  to  l)e  performed  in 
steam-vessels — that  lie  had  advertised  for  the  whole 
route,  but  had  received  no  bids  except  for  that  part 


between  Charleston  and  Havana;  that  fi)r  this  part 
he  had  made  a  conditional  contract  fnr  $45,000  for 
twice  a  month — the  condition  being  the  ratification 
of  the  contract  by  Congress;  that  he  desired  this 
ratification,  considering  it  the  most  important  por- 
tion of  the  route,  and  that  the  compensation  was  a 
reasonable  one  compared  with  that  paid  for  similar 
service  on  other  routes. 

He  also  stated,  that  during  the  last. Congress  a 
law  was  passed  authoiizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  contract  for  carrying  the  mail  by  steam- 
shi|)s  from  New  York  to  New  Orleans,  thence  to 
Cliagres,  and  around  to  Oregon;  and  that  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  had  eiueied  into  the  contract 
lor  tiie  entire  route,  the  running  to  be  twice  a 
month. 

The  effect  of  ratifying  the  contract  made  by  the 
Postmaster  General  would  be,  that  when  the  line 
of  mail  steamei-s  was  put  into  operation  under  the 
contract  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  there  would 
be  a  weekly  mail  from  the  United  States  to  Ha- 
vana, and  beyond  a  mail  but  once  in  two  weeks. 
It  would  be  an  amendment  of  the  law  which  au- 
thorized the  Postmaster  General  to  contract  for 
carrying  the  mail  to  Oregon,  converting  it  into  an 
authority  to  contract  for  the  same  service  once  in 
two  weeks  from  Charleston  to  Havana,  which  the 
Postmaster  General  considered  more  important 
than  any  of  those  other  lines  which  were  provided 
for,  and  which  were  being  carried  into  execution. 

These  were  the  facts,  and  with  them  the  com- 
mittee would  be  alile  to  decide  for  themselves 
whether  it  was  expedient  to  carry  this  part  of  the 
contract  into  execution.  The  majority  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  VVaysand  Means,  he  might  observe,  upon 
the  case  being  submitted  to  them,  had  thought  it 
inexpedient  to  ratify  this  contract,  and  had  reserved 
the  subject  for  further  consideration.  The  minori- 
ty, however,  of  whom  he  was  one,  were  of  the 
opinion  that  the  present  bill,  according  to  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Postmaster  General,  was  a 
proper  one. 

After  a  few  remarks  by  Mr.  SCHENCK,  (upon 
an  amendment  moved  to  enable  him  to  speak,)  in 
which  he  opposed  ratifying  the  present  contract, 
and  urged  that  these  lines  of  steamers  should  be 
placed  under  the  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  that  they  might  be  the  more  readily  con- 
vertible into  efficient  war-steamers  when  required — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CABELL,  (made  with  a  view 
to  reconsider  the  resolution,  and  extend  the  time 
for  the  debate  on  this  subject,)  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  VINTON,  in  accordance  with  what  seemed 
the  sense  of  the  committee  in  rising,  moved  to  re- 
consider the  resolution  by  which  the  debate  in 
committee  had  been  terminated. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  on  the  table.  Agreed  to:  Ayes 
76,  noes  38. 

The  resolution  thus  being  adhered  to— 

On  motion,  the  House  again  resolved  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Wliole,  and  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject. 

Mr.  RHETT  (upon  an  amendment  moved  for 
the  purpose)  warmly  advocated  the  provision  for 
ratifying  the  contraci  of  the  Postmaster  General, 
which,  he  contended,  was  made  under  the  positive 
requirements  of  the  act  of  the  last  Congress.  '  He 
urged  the  importance  of  a  weekly  mail  between 
Charleston  and  Havana,  especially  in  the  present 
state  of  national  afl'airs,  and  contended  that  a  more 
rapid  and  frequent  commtrtiication  upon  this  part 
of  tht  route  was  vastly  more  necessary  than  upon 
the  remaining  portion.  He  had  no  objection  to 
these  steamers  being  built  under  the  inspection  of 
the  Navy  Department. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  an  amendment,  (which 
was  withdrawn  at  the  close  of  his  remarks,)  and 
said  he  was  in  favor  of  these  ocean  steam-packets; 
but  he  insisted  that  it  had  been  found  by  the  exjie- 
rience  of  otiier  Governments,  and  thus  far  of  our 
own,  that  they  could  not  support  themselves,  or 
even  make  one-fiftieth  part  of  their  expeiisos,  by 
carrying  the  mail.  He  considered,  then,  that  we 
should  follow  the  example  of  England,  as  we  had 
already  done  to  some  extent,  and  adopt  this  ocean 
steam-packet  service,  with  a  view  to  accomplish 
two  things:  the  transportation  of  the  mail,  which 
would  |)ay  some  little  towards  sustaining  their 
expenses;  anil  to  secure  the  ulterior  and  still  greater 
advantage  of  having  these  vessels  so  constructed 
that  at  any  time  they  might  be  converted  into  war- 
steamers;  and   for  this    purpose  he  argued   they 


should  be  built  and  run,  under  the  supervision  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  the  followtng 
amendment  to  Mr.  Rhltt's  amendment: 

'•  ProvUed,  further.  That  the  contract  made  hy  the  Pn.^t- 
master  Geiierd  (n  the  transportation  of  the  "mail  from 
Charleston,  via  Siivanrtah  and  Key  West,  to  Havana,  ia 
hereby  transferred  to  the  Navy  Deparunent,  and  placed 
under  the  care  and  direction  ofihe, Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
who  shall  appoint  a  skillful  naval  constructor  to  superintend 
the  construction  of  the  steamers  to  be  employed  in  said 
service." 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to;  and  pending  the  question  on  the  amendment  as 
amended,  on  motion,  the  committee  rose, 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 
The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  presented 

under  the  rule,  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  MACLAY:  A  preamble  and  resolution  from  the 
Common  Council  of  the  city  of  New  York,  relative  to  dutie.'j 
collected  upon  goods  consumed  by  the  great  fire  of  July, 
1845. 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri  :  The  pRtition  of  James  H. 
Woodward  and  others,  citizens  of  the  State  of  Missouri, 
praying  grants  of  bounty  land  to  teamsters  engaged  in  the 
war  with  Me.xicn. 

By  Mr.  MORSE  :  The  petition  of  W.  Woodward,  praying 
for  a  remission  of  a  fine  imposed  on  him. 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas  :  A  petition  for  the  relief 
of  John  Phagan. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  May  18,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  cotnmunication  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  28th 
ultimo,  calling  for  the  quantity  of  sugar  imported 
into  the  United  States  during  the  years  1844,  1345, 
1846,  and  1847. 

[During  the  year  1844,  the  quantity  of  brown 
susrar  imported  was  179,857,491  pounds,  value 
$6,79.3,540;  while  clayed  4.731,516  pounds,  value 
$276,704;  loaf  and  refined  2,215,517  pounds,  value 
$134,4,54. 

During  the  yeaiT845,  brown  11], 957 ,404  pounds, 
value  $4,556,392;  white  clayed  1,662,574  pounds, 
value  $91,172;  loaf  and  refined,  2,044,862  pounds, 
value  $132,991. 

Duringtheyear  1846, brown  126,731,661  pounds, 
value  $5,348,082;  white  clayed  1,043.835  pounds, 
value  $81,268;  loaf  and  refined  253,379  pounds, 
value  $17,909. 

During  the  year  1847, brown  222,683,261  pounds, 
value  $9,344,721;  whita clayed  9,196,106  pounds, 
value  $466,372;  loaf  and  refined  1,089,477  pounds, 
value  $66,119. 

The  communication  also  states  that  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  13th  ultimo,  requiring  the  quantity  of 
sugar  imported  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the 
30ih  June,  1847,  and  the  succeeding  year,  to  the 
close  of  the  last  quarter  ending  the  31st  March, 
1848,  has  not  been  answered,  from  the  want  of 
returns  for  the  last-named  quarter,  but  will  be  com- 
plied with  as  soon  as  the  necessary  data  can  be 
obtained.] 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  a  petition  from  Sarah 
A.  Mackay, asking  fora  renewal  of  pension;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  .TOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  citizens  of  the  parish  of  Natchitoches, 
askins;  an  appropriation  for  the  improvement  of 
the  navigation  of  Red  river;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  asking  the 
construction  of  a  post  route  from  Philadelphia  to 
New  York;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  petition  from 
.Tohnson  Rice  and  R.  McKee,  asking  a  grant  of 
land  for  a  number  of  families  ready  to  sellle  in 
Oregon;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TUIINEY,  by  unanimous  consent,  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  provide  for  the  payinent  of  horses  and 
other  properly  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States,"  approved  Jiinuary 
ly,  1837,  and  the  act  approved  14ih  October,  1837,' 
and  23d  August,  1842,  amendatory  of  the  same; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  CASS,  200  copies  of  the  re- 
ports of  Lieutenants  Emory  and  Abert,  of  tiie  ex- 
pedition to  the  Pacific,  were  ordered  to  be  given  to 
the  Topographical  Bureau  for  distribution. 
REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  YULEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
was  no  question  raised  in  this  House  or  in  the 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives and  sureties  of  Benjamin  F.  Hait,  late 
purser  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States;  which 
wag" read  a  fii'St  time. 

Mr.  YULEE  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  following  petitions  :  From  that  of  John 
Crosby;  of  Henry  W.  Paine;  and  of  the  citizens 
of  Buffalo,  asking  for  a  naval  depot  for  the  north- 
western lakes;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  reported  the  joint  resolution 
from  tlie  House  extending  the  time  for  the  erection 
of  certain  lighthouses,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  L.  P.  Sanger,  accompanied  by  a  report.  The 
bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

PATENT   EXAMINERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  the  Senate 
took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence on  the  disagreeing  voles  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  bill  to  provide  additional  examiners  to  the 
Patent  Office  and  for  other  purposes,  and  agreed 
to  the  same. 

Mr.  JOBNSON,  of  Louisiana,  moved  that  Fri- 
day and  Saturday  next  be  set  apart  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  private  bills  on  the  calendar. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  would  be  happy  to  accede 
to  the  wishes  of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  but 
must  remind  him  that  there  was  the  military  ap- 
propriation bill,  which  it  was  important  should  be 
acted  on  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  He  should 
call  it  up  during  the  morning  hour  to-morrow;  and, 
as  he  did  not  anticipate  any  discussion,  he  should 
make  no  objection,  after  that  was  disposed  of,  to 
the  motion  of  iTie  Senator  from  Louisiana. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
motion,  but  must  alsg  remind  the  Senator  from 
Louisiana  that  the  bill  to  admit  Wisconsin  into  the 
Union  was  to  have  been  taken  up  to-day,  but  the 
Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Douglas,]  who  had 
the  matter  in  charge,  having  been  unexpectedly 
called  awny  yesterday,  he  (Mr.  B.)  should  feel 
bound  to  call  it  up  to-morrow,  as  there  were-urgent 
reasons  why  it  should  be  promptly  disposed  of. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana.  Why  not  call 
it  up  to-day,  as  this  is  the  day  set  apart? 

M-.  BRIGHT  replied  that  there  were  some 
estimates  to  be  furnished,  which  were  not  quite 
ready;  and  besides  that,  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Allen]  was  to  occupy  the  floor  in  answer 
to  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  would  inform 
the  Senate  that  there  were  other  bills  full  as  im- 
portant as  any  that  had  been  named,  and  he  would 
mention,  in  particular,  that  relating  to  our  inter- 
course with  the  Chinese  empire,  a  measure  that 
was  exceedingly  important  in  itself,  and  one  that 
had  been  already  too  long  suspended  for  the  inter- 
ests of  our  commerce  with  that  country,  and  he 
hoped  that  private  bills  would  not  be  permitted  to 
interfere  with  those  of  national  importance. 

Mr.  DlCKINSONdesired  tocall  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  fact  that  the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Allen]  was  to  occupy  the  morning  hour  in  thedis- 
cussion  on  the  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Maryland,  only  one  side  of  which  had  been 
heard.  He  would  therefore  move  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  on  the  table, 
with  a  viesv  to  taking  up  the  resolution  alluded  to. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Dickinson's  motion  having 
been  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Ayes 
17,  noes  12. 

APPOINTMENTS  WITHHELD  FROM  SENATE. 

The  resolution  on  this  subject  was  then  read  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  thfl  Prpsiflent  of  the  Uniterl  States  is  re- 
quested to  inform  tlir  Sciiiite  whether  any  oilieers  are  now 
in  the  military  or  civil  scrviei;  of  the  United  States,  untler 
appiiiiitments  noiii  the  President,  which  have  not  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate;  and  if  there  be  any  snehnppnintnjents, 
tliat  lie  state  the  <late  of  such  appnintinenl-;,  and  why  it  is 
That  it  has  not  been  in  the  power  of  the  President  to  submit 
liiein  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ALLEN  rose  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from 
Maryland,  J,Mr.  Johnson.]     He  stated  that  the 


Senator  from  Maryland  had  requested  him  to  in- 
form him  by  letter  when  he  proposed  to  address 
the  Senate.  He  had  accordingly  advised  him  of 
his  intention  to  do  so  to-day.  And  last  night  he 
received  a  letter  from  that  Senator,  stating  that  pro- 
fessional engagements  would  prevent  him  from  at- 
tending in  his  place  for  several  days,  and  request- 
ing him,  after  he  had  spoken,  to  move  that  the 
resolution  be  informally  passed  over.  He  went  on 
to  sayj  that  when  he  had  moved  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  resolution  which  had  been  so  incon- 
siderately passed, and  that  motion  had  been  agreed 
to,  he  had  intended  simply  to  vote  against  the 
resolution,  without  inflicting  a  speech  on  the  Sen- 
ate. The  Senator  from  Maryland,  however,  had 
occupied  three  hours  and  a  half  in  defence  of 
the  resolution,  and  it  now  devolved  on  him  to  ex- 
amine the  argument  which  that  Senator  had 
brought  forward.  He  referred  to  the  triumphant 
answer  given  by  theSenator  from  Arkansas,  [Mr. 
Borland,]  and  then  went  on  to  reply  to  the  por- 
tions of  the  argument  which  remained  to  be  an- 
swered. 

It  had  been  assumed  by  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land, that  the'  Executive  was  the  enemy  of  the 
people,  while  the  Senate  was  their  only  true  friend; 
thai  the  President  had  fewer  reasons  to  be  a  friend 
of  the  people  than  the  Senate,  and  therefore  tlial 
the  Senate  should  suspend  the  sword  of  Damo- 
cles over  his  head.  He  contended  for  the  reverse 
of  this  proposition.  The  only  absolute  security 
for  the  defence  of  the  rights  of  the  people  is  to  be 
found  in  the  press  of  the  people  themselves.  He 
proposed  to  prove  this,  and  also  that  the  people 
have  a  greater  security  for  their  rights  in  the  Presi- 
dent than  in  the  Senate. 

There  was  some  security  in  the  character  of  the 
individual  himself  who  was  selected  for  the  Presi- 
dency; but  there  was  a  still  greater  in  the  opera- 
tion of  two  thousand  presses,  which  were  vigilant 
and  fearless  in  ferreting  out  and  exhibiting  all  the 
traits  of  liis  character,  all  the  elements  of  his  pre- 
tensions, and  all  the  infirmities  of  his  life,  it  was 
scarcely  possible,  therefore,  that  a  very  bad  man 
can  be  selected.  Elevated  from  a  private  citizen 
to  the  highest  political  station,  considerations  of 
gratitude  must  have  powerful  influence  on  his  ac- 
tions. He  is  also  required,  before  God  and  man, 
to  take  an  oath  to  administer  faithfully  his  consti- 
tutional functions.  He  feels  that  all  the  presses 
of  the  country  are  watching  him,  and  that  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  are  prepared  always  to  exer- 
cise a  restraining  power  over  him.  There  is  also 
the  danger  of  impeachment,  should  he  be  guilty 
of  any  treachery,  by  which  he  may  be  removed 
from  office  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  Senate, 
and  disqualified  from  ever  being  in  office  thereafter. 
Here,  then,  he  is  in  the  power  of  Congress.  Every 
dereliction  on  his  part  carries  with  it  the  penalty 
of  extreme  turpitude.  On  the  contrary,  every  dere- 
liction on  the  part  of  the  Senate  is  merged  in  the 
idea  that  it  is  a  public  act,  for  which  no  responsi- 
bility can  attach  to  any  individual.  Thus  the  Pres- 
ident, elected  by  a  million  and  a  half  of  the  people, 
may  be  displaced  by  a  vote  of  the  Senate,  elected 
by  not  more  than  six  hundred  thousand  votes.  If 
the  Senate  violate  the  Constitution  every  day  in 
the  year,  where  is  the  tribunal  on  earth  which  can 
inflict  punishment  on  any  individual  of  the  body? 
The  only  punishment  must  be  inflicted  by  the 
people,  six  years,  it  may  be,  after  the  violation  of 
the  Constitution  may  have  taken  place. 

But  the  Senator  from  Maryland  thought  that  the 
veto  power  might  be,  and  had  been,  frequently 
abused.  The  power  itself  had  not  been  disputed. 
It  was  conferred  by  tfie  Constitution.  General 
Harrison,  in  his  inaue:uial  speech  from  the  portico 
of  the  Capitol,  went  into  an  elaborate  argument  on 
the  veto,  which  he  regarded  as  a  conservative 
principle.  He  had  defindd  the  three  objects  for 
which  it  was  conferred:  first,  for  the  defence  of  the 
Constitution;  secondly,  for  the  defence  of  the  people; 
and  thirdly,  for  the  defence  of  minorities  against 
majorities — of  the  weak  against  the  strong.  A 
larger  range  of  power  had  never  been  claimed  by 
any.  But  if  the  President  had  the  veto  power, 
had  not  the  Senate  also  the  veto  ]iower,  and  that 
without  any  qualification?  What  law  can  pass,  if 
we  say,  "No?"  Thus  the  Senate,  which  does 
not  represent  the  people,  can  veto  any  act  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  which  does  represent 
the  people.  The  Senate  can  overrule  the  veto  of 
the  President,  but  the  veto  of  the  Senate  cannot  be 
overruled.     He  then  referred  to  the  power  of  the 


Supreme  Court  to  pronounce  any  law  unconstitu- 
tional after  it  has  passed.  Thus  these  nine  men  in 
a  cellar  may  overrule  the  President,  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress,  and  all  the  Slate  Legislatures. 

In  reference  to  the  act  of  the  Senate  against  Gen- 
eral .Jackson,  the  Senator  from  Maryland  spoke  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  made  a. state- 
ment which  astounded  him,  that  the  court,  as  now 
constituted,  would  declare  that  institution  consti- 
tutional. If  so,  that  tribunal  is  a  fraud  on  the 
public.  He  had  voted  for  the  appointment  of  the 
new  members  of  that  court,  and  he  would  aver  that 
their  nominations  would  not  have  been  confirmed 
had  it  not  been  well  understood  that  they  denied 
the  constitutionality  of  that  bank.  There  would 
have  been  as  much  propriety  in  the  President  ap- 
pointing an  enemy  of  our  institutions  to  an  import- 
ant office,  as  in  a  Democratic  Senate  appointing  the 
members  of  a  court  which  might  have  to  decide  on 
the  constitutionality  of  the  bank,  who  were  known 
to  hold  an  opposite  opinion. 

He  went  on  to  speak  of  the  act  of  the  Senate  in 
expunging  the  resolution  against  General  Jackson,^ 
which  the  Senator  from  Maryland  had  referred  to 
as  proof  that  the  President  could  wield  the  Se/iate 
to  his  will.  Was  it  so?  Was  the  Senate,  after 
all,  nothing  more  than  the  supple  tool  of  the  Presi- 
dent? If  so,  one  President  could  wield  the  Senate 
as  well  as  another.  Why,  then,  could  not  President 
Tyler  wield  the  Senate?  He  had  a  greater  power  in 
his  hands  than  General  Jackson,  yet  he  was  utterly 
powerless  ii^  the  Senate.  That  he  could  not  do 
this,  was  a  proof  that  the  purity  of  the  Senate  could 
not  be  made  subservient  to  Executive  influence.  If 
the  power  of  the  Executive  was  so  irresistible  in 
the  Senate  under  General  Jackson's  administration, 
how  was  it  that  a  mere  change  of  men  made  such- 
a  difference  that  President  Tyler  found  it  intracta- 
ble in  his  hands?  Was  it  not  because  one  retained 
the  confidence  of  the  people,  while  the  other  had 
forfeited  it?  General  Jackson  got  the  resolution 
expunged,  it  seems,  because  of  his  influence,  but 
it  was  the  influence  of  truth  and  justice.  Senators 
were  instructed  by  their  States  to  vote  for  ex- 
punging it.  How  did  General  Jackson  control  the 
Legislatures  of  eighteen  States  to  instruct  their 
Senators  to  vote  for  expunging  the  resolution? 
What  force  did  he  employ?  He  had  only  a  stand- 
ing army  of  six  thousand  men.  It  was  the  force 
of  truth  and  justice,  which  is  even  now  abroad  in 
the  earth  kicking  down  thrones. 

Pending  this  expunging  resolution,  it  was  pro- 
posed to  refer  the  whole  matter  to  the  State  Legis- 
latures, in  order  that  they  might  decide  on  the  ease. 
But  the  Senate  refused  to  sanction  an  appeal  to  its 
own  creators.  He  read  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Clay 
from  the  Journal.  Here  was  the  charge  against 
General  Jackson;  and  when  the  people  saw  it,  to- 
gether with  the  usurping  spirit  rising  in  the  Senate, 
then  arose  that  power  which  condemned  the  act.    , 

The  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland 
went  to  overthrow  the  principle  on  which  our  Gov- 
ernment stands.  But  he  did  not  believe  that  Sen- 
ator's own  convictions  went  with  the  declaration, 
which  could  not  be  sustained  without  proving  that 
the  people  are  not  competent  to  self-government. 

He  went  on  to  remark  on  the  exercise  of  the 
veto  power  on  the  French  spoliations  bill,  which 
he  considered  the  greatest  and  boldest  act  of  the 
President.  It  fixed  the  public  attention  on  these 
claims,  and  stopped  the  issue  of  perhaps  forty  or 
fifty  millions  out  of  the  treasury.  It  was  this  act 
which  had  conferred  more  honor  on  the  President 
than  any  other  act  of  his  Administration. 

The  Senator  from  Maryland  was  particularly 
hard  on  the  veto  of  the  river  and  harbor.bill.  But 
he  would  ask  that  Senator  whether,  if  there  was  a 
single  unconstitutional  feature  in  that  bill,  the 
President  was  not  as  much  bound  to  veto  it,  as  if 
the  whole  had  been  unconstitutional?  He  did  not 
say  that  there  was  any  such  feature.  But  if,  in 
the  President's  opinion,  there  was  such,  he  was 
bound,  by  his  oath  to  support  the  Constitution,  to 
veto  it.  Were  it  not  so,  it  would  be  easy  so  to 
mix  up  constitutional  and  unconstitutional  meas- 
ures, a.s  to  obtain  the  passage  of  those  which  the 
Constitution  prohibits.  If  the  period  should  arrive 
when  public  opinion  should  be  so  iiower(ul  as  to 
induce  the  President  to  violate  his  oath,  there  will 
be  very  little  constitutional  security  left  for  us. 

He  then  remarked  on  the  idea  thro\vn  out  by 
the  Senator  from  Maryland,  that  the  Executive 
scouro-ed  the  Senate  to  submission,  which  he  re- 
garded as  unworthy  of  serious  refutation.     It  was 
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treated  as  a  ridiculous  assumption,  that  trie  Presi- 
dent, by  means  ofn  sin^jlc  newspaper  in  the  liands 
of  Mr.  Ritchie,  could  scourge  three  hundred  mem- 
bers of  Consrt'ss  into  submission.  As  to  the  in- 
fluences of  corruption,  before  corruption  could  be 
avadablo,  there  must  be  something  corruptible  to 
work  upon.  It  must,  therefore,  fii'st  be  shown 
tliat  this  Senate  is  itself  a  corrupt  body. 

The  Senator  from  Mjiryland  had  gone  to  the 
first  source  for  information.  He  had  not  referred 
to  any  of  the  small  fry  which  had  been  spawned 
from  the  womb  of  the  party;  but  he  had  gone 
back  to  the  great  founder  of  the  party,  and  had  ex- 
liiliited  here  the  name  and  sentiments  of  General 
Hamilton,  which  he  held  up  as  an  example  for 
our  action.  When  an  object  was  presented  to  us 
in  this  imposing  form,  it  seemed  toT  become  us  to 
examine  it  with  more  than  cominon  caution.  He 
had  felt  himself  called  on  to  examine  General  Ham- 
ilton's  opinions.  It  appears,  in  the  debates  of  the 
Convenimn,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  General 
Hamilton  that  the  State  governments  must  be  an- 
nihilated. It  has  been  supposed  that  the  existence 
of  these  State  governments  are  essential  to  the 
majntenance  of  our  liberty.  General  Hamilton 
also  held  that  the  rich  and  the  powerful  should 
liave  the  control  of  the  Government,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  the  mass.  This  was  proved  by  his  sugges- 
tion to  a  friend,  that  the  President  should  be  elected 
for  life,  and  that  the  Government  should  be  fash- 
ioned on  the  model  of  that  of  Great  Britain.  On 
the  eleventh  day  after  General  Hamilton  was  sworn 
in  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  he  committed  a 
flagrant  violaSon  of  the  Constitution.  On  the  Hth 
of  September,  1789,  he  was  appointed,  and  on  the 
22d  of  that  month  he  issued  a  treasury  circular,  in 
reference  to  theact  pro  viding  for  the  col  lection  of  du- 
ties, which  act  decreed  that  the  duties  should  be  paid 
in  gold  and  silver  coin  only.  This  circular  instruct- 
ed the  collectors  to  receive  the  notes  of  the  Bank 
of  North  America;  and  this  in  the  face  of  the  law 
passed  eleven  days  before,  and  while  that  Congress 
was  still  sitting.  And  he  was  now  held  up  to  us  as 
an  example.  Had  he  been  impeached  for  this  vio- 
lation of  the  law,  we  should  not  now  be  cursed 
with  that  flood  of  paper  money  which  has  since 
overflowed  the  country.  A  reference  to  the  wri- 
tings of  General  Hamilton  would  show  that  he  was 
preparing  measures  for  introducing  into  our  sys- 
tem the  corrupt  practices  and  influences  which 
prevail  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  purpose  of 
stamping  it  with  the  impress  of  those  principles 
which  characterize  the  British  system.  No  man 
would  pretend  to  say  that  General  Hamilton  was 
not  herein  guilty  of  a  crime  against  our  institu- 
tions. 

The  Senator  from  Maryland  had  also  taken  his 
stand  in  favor  of  a  Bank-  of  the  United  States.  He 
thanked  the  Senator,  and  accepted  the  issue.  He 
would  docket  the  case.  The  jury  was  in  the  bo.x, 
and  he  was  willing  to  wan  tor  the  verdict.  He 
then  went  on  to  speak  of  the  sub-treasury  system, 
contending  that  until  the  passage  of  the  sub-treas- 
ury act,  there  never  was  a  sutHcient  security  for 
the  public  money.  He  referred  to  the  movements 
and  arguments  of  the  enemies  of  the  sub-treasury 
during  the  [)criod  of  Mr.  Tyler. 

They  repealed  the  sub-treasury  before  they  had 
provided  a  substitute,  and  thus  threw  all  the  pub- 
lic money  into  the  hands  of  President  Tyler.  I'he 
bill  for  a  bank  was  sent  to  him,  and  was  vetoed. 
It  fell  dead  l)y  the  feeblest  hands  that  ever  struck 
down  such  a  monster.  This  veto  went  forth,  and 
changed  the  next  year  the  cliaracter  of  the  elec- 
tions. Since  that  period  it  had  been  impossible,  to 
raise  a  bank.  But  we  must  have  it  now.  For  it 
wus  impossible  to  suppose  that  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  had  not  made  his  speech  after  due  de- 
liberiition  and  for  some  specific  purpose. 

Mr.  A.  then  pave  a  brief  history  of  the  course 
taken  for  the  recharler  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
and  of  the  "  gratilications"  which  weie  issued  by 
the  bank  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  its  efforts 
for  a  recharter.  He  rc^d  from  a  document  before 
him  a  list  of  sums  wiiich  had  been  lent  to  mem- 
ber.s  of  Congress  and  othern,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  the  system  of  bribery  resorted  to  by  the 
bank  to  obtain  a  renewal  of  its  charter,  and  in- 
ferred that  this  proved  the  corru()tibility  of  Con- 
gress, which  might  have  led  to  the  recharter  of  the 
nisliiuiion  but  for  the  firmness  with  which  Gen- 
eral Jackson  exercised  the  veto  power. 

Mr.  ALLEN  concluded  with  some  statistical 
deiaiU  of  the  Presidential  elections. 


The  resoiution  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  AL- 
LEN, informally  passed  over;  and  — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HA.^NEGAN,  the  Senate 
proceeded  .to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness. After  some  time,  the  doors  were  reopened, 
and  it  was 

Or  Icreil,  That  when  the  Senate  ailjourns  on  Monday  next 
the  acljournnieiit  shall  be  until  the  Tnursclay  fullowing.   ' 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  jUiij  19,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FIUNT,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  bills  to  reestab- 
lish the  collection  district  of  Wareham,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts;  to  establish  a  collection  district 
in  the  State  of  New  York;  and  to  reestablish  the 
collection  district  of  Brunswick,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia;  and  they  were  respectively  read  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed;  and,  being  engrossed,  were 
read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

Mr.  HASKELL  asked  the  House  to  take  up 
the  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  accounting  offi- 
cers of  the  treasury,  charged  with  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  the  navy,  to  settle  and  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  United  vStates  ship  Macedonian  on 
her  recent  voyage  to  Ireland  and  Scotland,  it  was 
objected  to. 

Mr.  FULTON,  previous  notice  having  been 
given,  on  leave,  introduced  a  joint  resolution  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  Slate  to  furnish  the  clerk 
of  the  district  court  of  the  United  Slates  for  the 
western  district  of  Virginia  four  copies  of  Little  & 
Brown's  edition  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  twice,  and,  after  an  inquiry  from 
Mr.  McKAY  and  a  brief  explanation  by  Mr. 
FULTON,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  and, 
being  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  tune,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THIBODEAUX,  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  was  discharged  from  the  fur- 
therconsideraiion  of  the  bill  to  esiablish  a  collection 
district  in  South  Carolina,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed; 
and,  being  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  the 
usual  resolulion  to  close  the  debate  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Benjamin  Hodges,  deceased,  in 
ten  minuies  after  the  bill  shall  again  be  taken  up 
by  the  Commitiee  of  the  Whole. 

The  resolution  was  amended  by  extending  the 
time  to  twenty-five  minutes,  and,  as  amended,  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  moved  to  ceconsider  thevote 
by  which  the  bill  to  provide  for  applicaiions  for  the 
renewal  of  palentrights  in  certain  cases  was  passed. 
The  motion  was  entered  on  the  Journal  and  ordered 
to  lie  over. 

PRIVATE  CALENDAR. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL, 
of  Connecticut,  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  private  calendar,  (Mr.  Si.ms  in 
the  chair.) 

The  first  bill  on  the  calendar  was  the  bill  (No  68) 
for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of  Benjamin 
Hodges,  deceased,  on  which  an  amendment,  ofl'er- 
ed  by  Mr.  Atkinson,  was.  pending.  [The  liill 
provides — as  wan  stated  in  our  report  when  the 
bill  was  previously  under  consideration — for  the 
payment  of  a  slave  taken  away  by  aBritish  vessel 
in  the  last  war  with  Great  Britain,  out  of  the  fund 
received  from  that  Government  for  this  purpose.] 

Mr.  CPIAPMAN  briclly  explained  and  enforced 
the  claim,  and  was  interupted  in  his  remarks  by 
the  expiration  of  the  time  alloted  to  deflate. 

Messrs.  ATKINSON  and  TUCK  made  inquiries 
of  Mr.  t^UAPMAN  in  relation  to  the  claim,  which 
were  partly  replied  to;  when  objections  were  made 
to  further  collocjuy,  and  the  order  of  the  House  to 
close  the  debate  insisted  upon. 

Mr.  RHETT,  who  reported  the  bill,  availed 
himself  of  the  privileges  of  the  rules,  and  made 
some  closing  remarks  m  exfilanalion  and  support 
of  the  bill.      When  he  had  concluded — - 

The  CHAIRMAN  slated  the  question  to  be  on 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Atkinson. 

Mr.  ATiCINSON  said  that  the  remarks  of  the 


gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Chapman]  were 
so  satisfactory  to  him  that  he  would  withdraw  his 
amendment;  and  it  was  accordingly  withdrawn. 

Mr.  TURNER  moved  that  the  bill  be  reported 
to  the  House,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  be 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on-Foreign  Aflairs. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  moved  that  the  bill  be  reported 
to  the  House,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  rio 
pass. 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  the  latter  motion  to 
have  precedence. 

Mr.  VINTON  asked  a  division  of  the  question 
on  the  latter  motion,  so  as  to  have  the  question  first 
put  on  the  first  branch,  viz':"  that  the  bill  be  reported 
to  the  House;"and  secondly, on  the  second  branch, 
"  with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  pass." 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  the  question  to  be 
indivisible;  from  which  decision  an  appeal  was 
taken;  and  the  question  being  taken,  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

After  many  inquiries  from  various  members,  the 
question  was  put  on  Mr.  Chapman's  motion;  and 
it  was  agreed  to  by  tellers:  Ayes  69,  noes  .'>9.  So 
the  bill  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported,  with  the  rec- 
ommendation that  it  do  pass. 

The  next  bill  on  the  calendar  was  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Cornelius  Manning, 
deceased.  This  bill  is  precisely  similar  in  all  re- 
spects to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Benjamin  Hodges,  deceased.  It  pro- 
vides for  the  payment  to  the  legal  representatives 
of  Cornelius  Manning,  deceased,  of  Maryland,  of 
two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars,  the  value  of  a 
slave  conveyed  from  the  United  States  by  the 
British  fleet  in  1814;  the  money  to  come  out  of 
the  fund  allotted  by  the  British  Government  under 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent. 

This  bill  was  debated  by  Messrs.  DICKEY, 
RHETT,  BURT,  STEPHENS,  LAHM,  and 
C.  J.  INGEllSOLL. 

Mr.  COCKE  moved  that  the  committee  rise; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly,  and  reported 
bill  No.  68,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass, 
and  progress  on  bill  No.  69. 

Mr.  COCKE  then  submitted  a  resolution  to 
terminate  debate  in  five  rwmutes  after  bill  No.  69 
shall  be  again  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
which  was  agreed  to;  and  the  House  again  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  that  bill. 

Mr.  TUCK  obtained  the  floor,  and  resumed  the 
discussion  on  the  bill;  and  while  proceeding  in  his 
remarks — 

The  fall  of  the  Chairman's  hammer  announced 
the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  to  debate. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  the  following: 

"Provided,  however,  That  no  p;irt  of  the  above  sum  shall 
be  taken  from  any  of  the  eljiimaiits  whos('  claiiri--  shiill  havH 
been  reuortlrd  in 'the  Slate  De|iiirriiieiit,  nor  shall  it  be  paid 
unles!*  the  Secretary  of  State  is  satisiicd  that  no  other  per- 
.-on  shall  be  injnretl  or  prrjudiceil  by  the  payment  of  llie 
same  ;  and  also  that  tlie  claim  comes  within  ilu  treaiy  of 
Gnciit,  and  ought  to  be  allowed." 

He  availed  himself  of  the  five-minutes  rule,  by 
making  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  inserting  afier  the  words  "satisfied  that," 
the  words  "it  can  be  paid  out  of  said  fund,  and 
that." 

Mr.    DUNCAN   modified    his   amendment   as 
suggested   by  Mr.   Collamer;  and  it  was   then 
agreed  to. 
"Mr.  GIDDINGS  moved  to  add  to  the  bill  the 
following  proviso: 

"Prorided,  also,  'I'liat  nothing  in  this  bill  shall  he  so  coii- 
stnii'd  as  to  pay  from  the  treasiiiy  any  greater  sum,  including 
the  expenses  of  the  commission  to  determine  tiie  claims  for 
slaves,  than  the  amount  received  from  Great  Britain." 

He  made  some  remarks,  which  occupied  the  five 
niinutca  allowed  by  the  rules,  during  which  he  waa 
called  to  order  at  different  times  by  Messrs.  C.  J. 
INGERSOLLand  HASKELL. 

Mr.  VENABLE  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Gid- 
DiNGs's'  amendment  by  striking  out  the  words 
"  including  the  expenses  of  the  commission  to 
deterinine  the  claims  for  slaves." 

Mr.  V.  explained  his  amendment,  and  it  was 
agreed  to. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to 
the  House  as  amended. 

Mr.  STir.PHENS  moved  to  amend  bill  No.  68 
by  adding  thereto  the  same  nmeiidinents  agreed  to 
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by  the  Committee  of  tlie  Whole  on  bill  No.  69, 
and  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was  sec- 
onded, and  under  tlie  operation  thereof  the  amend- 
ments were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and,  being  engrossed,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  bill  No.  69,  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Cornelius  Manning,  deceased,  was 
next  taken  up,  and,  under  the  operation  of  the 
previous  question,  moved  by  Mr.  Stephens,  the 
amendments  of  the  committee  were  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  by  yeas  125, 
nays  28,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adanis,  Atkinson,  Brirringer,  Barrow, 
Bayly,  Beale,  Bedingnr,  Bingham,  Birdsall,  Bocock,  Bow- 
don,  Bowlin,  Boyii,  Boydon.  Brady,  Brodlicad,  Albeit  G. 
Brown,  Biickner,"  Bnrt,  i^ntlf'r,  Cabell,  Catlienrt,  Chapman, 
Chase,  Clapp,  Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Clingnian, 
Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  K.  W.  Cobb,  Cocke,  Collamcr, 
Cranston,  Cummin--,  Daniel,  Dickinson,  Donnell,  Duer, 
Garnett  Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckert,  Embree,  Alexander  Evans, 
Nathan  Evans,  Featherston,  Ficklin,  Flournoy,  Freedley, 
French,  Fulton,  Gaines,  Gayle,  Gott,  Green,  Willard  P. 
Hall,  Haralson,  Harmanson,  Harris,  Baskell,  Henley,  Hill, 
IJilliard,  Isaac  E.  Holmes,  George  S.  Houston,  John  W. 
Houston,  Hunt,-fnge,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Andiew 
Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennon,  Lahni, 
Ligon,  Lincoln,  Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McDowell, 
McKay,  McLane,  Job  Mann,  Mc-ade,  Morehead,  Morris, 
Morse, Miillin,  Murphy, Nelson, Outlaw,  Pendleton, Phelps, 
Preston,  Rhett,  Richarcison,Richey,Rockhill,  John  A.  Rock- 
well, Roman,  Runisey,  Sawyer,  Shepperd,  Simpson,  Sims, 
Truman  Smith,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Chas.  E.  Stuart,  Strong, 
Taylor,  Thihodeaux,  John  B.  Thompson,  Robert  A.Thomp- 
son,  William  Thompson,  Tompkins,  Turner,  Van  Dyke, 
Venable,  Vinton,  Warren,  White,  Wick,  Williams,  and 
Woodward — 123. 

NAYS — Messrs.Bp|rher,Bridges,Canby,  Collins, Conser, 
Dickey,  Dixon,  Edwards,  Fisher, Giddings,  Hale,  Hammons, 
James  G.  Hampton,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  McJlvaine,  Horace 
Mann,  Marvin,  Palfrey,  Putnam,  Reynolds,  Robinson,  Root, 
St.  John,  Slingerland,  Thurston,  Tuck,  and  Wilson — 28. 

Mr.  McLANE  moved  that  when  the  House  ad- 
journs to-day  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
morning,  at  nine  o'clock.  Rejected:  Yeas  55,  nays 
78. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Militai-y 
Academy  for  the  year  ending  .Tune  30, 1849,  which 
had  just  been  returned  from  the  Senate  with  amend- 
ments, was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  May  19,  1848. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  reports  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  showing  the  result  of  the  settlement  by 
the  treaty  of  August,  1846,  with  the  Cherokees, 
and  the  further  appropriations  necessary  to  carry 
the  provisions  of  that  treaty  into  effect,  and  dis- 
bursements made  under  the  treaty  of  1835- '6. 

The  statement  of  the  Second  Auditor  shows  the 
amounts  paid  to  various  classes  of  ofiicers  and 
agents  employed  in  the  execution  of  the  Cherokee 
treaty  of  New  Echota  of  1835-'6: 

Employment  of  Superintendents ^7,797  96 

Clerks 10,898  68 

•Balary  agents 15,729  38 

Conductors  of  emigrants 25,824  88 

Disbursing  agents 5,502  32 

Physicians 35,635  47 

Interpreters 28,.345  83 

Issuing  agents 11,547  17 

Enrolling  agents 10,274  0) 

Collecting  agents 7,2.32  93 

Medical  supplies 5,487  55 

Services  of  Cherokee  committee 19,296  50 

Transportation  of  military  ofiicers 7,062  31 

Cost  of  tiansportation  of  funds 6,615  06 

Expejises  of  negotiating  treaty 3G,.531  47 

Stationery 1^202  50 

Printing 532  62 

■12.35,516  63 

The  additional  appropriation  called  for  under 
the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
amounts  to  J^564,8GG  74. 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 
Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  a  petition  from  Wil- 
liam H.  Rogei-s,  attorney  of  the  United  States  for 
tlie  district  of  Delaware,  asking  compensation  for 
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extra  official  services;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  .Judiciary. 

Mr.  C.  also  presented  a  petition  from  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania  for  the  construction  of  a  rail  post 
route  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York;  which  was 
referred  to  tiie  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  from  Edward  A. 
Buttolpk,  asking  the  purchase  of  the  papers  found 
in  possession  of  Major  Andre  at  the  time  of  his 
capture  during  the  revolutionary  war;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

[Mr.  Buttolpk  states  that  he  has  in  his  keeping 
the  original  papers  found  in  the  boot  and  upon  the 
person  of  the  unfortunate  Major  Andre  at  the  time 
of  his  capture,  and  believing  tliem  to  be  important 
for  preservation  among  the  archives  of  the  nation, 
asks  Congress  to  purchase  them.] 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  petition  from  W. 
Norris  &  Co.,  asking  to  be  allowed  a  drawback  of 
duties  on  imported  iron  used  by  them  in  the  manu- 
facture of  steam  engines  and  reexported;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  concerning  Spanish  steam  vessels. 
The  bill  having  been  read  a  first  time — 

Mr.  DIX  asked  that  it  might  be  considered  at 
this  time.  A  line  of  ocean  steamers  had  been  es- 
tablished between  New  York  and  New  Orleans,  to 
touch  at  Havana.  This  was  done  with  the  concur- 
rence of  the  authorities  of  the  Island  of  Cuba,  with 
the 'assent  of  the  Spanish  Government,  and  these 
steamers  were  exempted  from  the  payment  of  the 
customary  duties.  The  object  of  this  bill  was  to 
place  Spanish  steamers  coming  from  Havana  on 
the  same  footing  in  our  ports.  They  very  rarely 
came  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  unless  it 
was  rendered  necessary  for  repairs.  One  was  ex- 
pected at  New  York  in  a  short  time,  and  it  was  very 
desirable  that  this  bill  should  pass  immediately,  to 
give  that  vessel  the  benefit  of  the  exemption. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  asked  if  the  regulations  in 
Cuba  applied  to  this  line  only,  or  whether  it  ex- 
tended to  all  American  steamers? 

Mr.  DIX  replied,  that  he  regretted  he  had  not 
full  information  on  that  point  in  his  possession, 
but  he  believed  the  regulations  applied  to  this  line 
only. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  would  vote  for  the  bill,  be- 
cause it  imbodied  a  principle  which  he  had  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  in  a  resolution  which  he  pro- 
posed to  call  up  shortly. 

Mr.  DIX  said  he  would  look  into  the  subject 
with  great  pleasure. 

The  bill  was  then  considered,  and  read  a  second 
and  thii-d  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  DIX  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a 
register  to  theSpanish  steamers  Tridente  and  Cetro; 
which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  DIX  explained  that  the  same  urgency  ex- 
isted as  to  the  action  on  this  bill,  and  asked  its 
immediate  consideration. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  and  third  time,  and 
was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Military 
Academy  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1849,  was 
considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  bill  was 
amended  by  the  insertion  of  an  appropriation  for 
the  expenses  of  the  Board  of  Visiters  at  their  an- 
uual  examination  in  June  next,  $2,000. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  thii-d  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGHT,  it  was 
Re<ioloed,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  bylaw  for  the 
payment  of  a  fair  and  just  compensation  to  the  various  A-- 
sistant  Treasurers  of  tlie  United  States,  appointed  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  act  to  provide  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
treasury,  and  for  the  collection,  safe-keeping,  transfer,  and 
disbursement  of  the  public  revenue,  who  arc  not  now  spe- 
cially provided  for  in  said  act. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  it  was  ordered 
that  20,000  copies  of  theaimual  report  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  IPatents  received  during  the  session 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGHT,  the  bill  to  admit 
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the  State  of  Wisconsin  into  the  Union  was  con- 
sidered in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  read  a  third 
tiine  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana, 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
private  bills  on  the  calendar;  when  the  following 
bills  were  severally  considered  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  Jolm  jVIitchell; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Purser  Benjamin  J.  Ca- 
hoone; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow.'s  and  orphans  of 
the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the  brig  of 
war  Sorners. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Messrs.  Cook,  Anthony, 
Mahon,  and  others; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  H.  Prentiss; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anna  J.  FJassIer; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  V/elcome  Parmeter; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  David  Currier; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Brown,  widow  of 
Jacob  Brown. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday 
next. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  Mmj  20,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  it  was 
ordered  that  when  the  House  adjourns  it  will  ad- 
journ to  meet  on  Monday  morning  at  nine  o'clock. 

The  following  Senate  bills  lying  on  the  Speak- 
er's table  were  taken  up,  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  appropriate  committees: 

For  the  relief  of  Purser  Benjamin  G.  Cahoone. 

For  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the 
officei-s,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the  brig  of  war 
Somers. 

For  the  relief  of  Cook,  Anthony,  Mahon,  and 
others. 

For  the  relief  of  William  H.  Prentiss. 

For  the  relief  of  Anna  J.  Hassler. 

For  the  relief  of  William  Pai-menter. 

For  the  relief  of  David  Currier. 

Concerning  Spanish  steam  vessels. 

Authorizing  the  issuing  of  registers  to  the  Span- 
ish steam-vessels  Tridente  and  Cetro  for  a  limited 
time. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  transmit- 
ting a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  showing  the  result  of  the  settlement 
required  by  the  treaty  of  August,  1846,  with  the 
Cherokeesand  the  appropriations  required  to  carry 
into  effect  the  provisions  of  that  treaty. 

Mr.  WHITE  asked  the  House  to  take  up  the 
Senate  bill  making  an  additional  appropriation  for 
the  dry  dock  at  Brooklyn  navy-yard. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  disliked  to  interpose  any  ob- 
jection to  the  request  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  White,]  but  as  this  was  private  bil! 
day,  and  a  very  important  bill  (the  bill  to  purchase 
the  Madison  papei-s)  stood  at  the  head  of  the  cal- 
endar, he  hoped  the  House  would  go  into  commit- 
tee on  private  bills. 

■Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  asked  leave  to 
offer  a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  to  have  the  Hall  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  ventilated,  and  also 
authoi-izing  thatcommittee'to  have  erected  the  fix- 
tures necessary  for  that  purpose.  Objected  to. 
THE  PRIVATE  CALENDAR. 

The  House,  on  motion,  resolved  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  pi-ivate  calendar, 
(Mr.  Root  in  the  chair.) 

The  first  bill  on  the  calendar  was  the  bill  of  the  . 
Senate  to  provide  for  the  purchaseof  the  MS.  papers 
of  the  late  James  Madison,  former  Pi-esident  of  the 

United  States.  ,  •,,  ,      ,   • , 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  that  the   bill  be  l.iid 

aside  "to  be  reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  objected  to  this  as  a  public  bill, 

and  therefore  improperly  on  the  private  calendar. 
The  CHAIRMAN  overruled  the  objection. 
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Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  objected  to  that  part 
of  the  bill  which  provided  trustees  for  Mrs.  Madi- 
son in  whom  twenty  thousand  dollarsof  the  money 
to  be  appropriated  by  this  bill  should  be  vested  fur 
her  use.  If  any  citizen  of  this  Di.slrict  required 
guardians  or  trustees,  he  apprehended  tlie  courts 
of  the  District  were  fully  competent  to  appoint 
them. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  objected  to  this 
bill,  as  the  estaljlisliment  of  a  pension  system, 
which  was  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  this 
Republic.  This  bill  proposed  to  give  to  Mrs. 
Madison  ^5^000,  and  to  invest  in  the  name  of 
trustees  the  sum  of  »i,20,000,  the  annually  accruing 
interest  of  which  such  trustees  were  to  pay  to  licr; 
but  the  principal  was  placed  beyond  her  control, 
except  by  will  or  devise,  by  which  means  she 
might  bequeath  it  to  whomsoever  she  pleased.  It 
was  alleired  That  this  sum  was  to  be  paid  for  the 
papers  of  the  late  President  Madison.  He  ]">ro- 
ceeded  to  show  that  Congress  had  heretofore 
bought  and  paid  for  the  pn]:iers  of  James  Madison, 
and  that  this  was  a  mere  prete.xt  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  Mrs.  Madison  a  donation  for  her  lifetime 
and  a  bequest  to  some  other  person,  for  aught  he 
knew  to  some  profligate  or  disreputable  individual, 
at  her  death.  He  reminded  the  House  of  the  stren- 
uous opposition  made  on  this  floor  to  the  bill  to 
provide  a  pension  for  Mary  Brown,  the  widow 
and  motlier  of  meritorious  officers  who  had  ren- 
dered valuable  services  to  the  country;  and  of  the 
bootless  petitions  of  many  other  poor  widows  who 
sought  a  poor  pittance  to  sustain  them  for  the  rem- 
nant of  their  days,  made  desolate  by  the  sacrifice 
of  their  natural  protectors  on  the  altar  of  the  coun- 
try. Jame  Madison  was  livins;  in  comfort  in  the 
receipt  of  ^25,000  perannum  wliile  thehusbands  of 
these  petitioning  widows  were  serving  on  the  bat- 
tle-field at  eight  dollars  a  month,  where  they  bled 
and  died.  Tiie  services  which  they  rendered  to 
this  Republic  were  as  important  as,  yea  much  more 
important  than  reasoning  and  philosophy.  He  saw 
no  reason  to  prefer  Mrs.  Madison  to  the  widows 
to  whom  he  had  referred. 

Mr.  BOWLIN,  Mr.  JONES  of  Tennes.see,  Mr. 
JOHNSON  of  Tennes.sce,  and  the  CHAIRMAN 
entered  into  some  conversation  as  to  a  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  McDowell  made  a  short  statement  of 
facts  to  show  that  this  was  an  equitable  payment 
for  papers  to  be  sold  to  this  Goverrmient,  and  that 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  these  were  the  papers  which  had 
been  heretofore  paid  for.  They  were  a  totally 
diflTerent  and  distinct  series. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  quoted  from  a  published  docu- 
ment to  show  that  he  was  not  mistaken. 
•  Mr.  STEPFIENS  proceeded  to  show  what  the 
papers  really  were,  to  sustain  the  positi'on  of  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  McDowell,]  that 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  mistaken. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  continued  his  argument  to  sus- 
tain his  position. 

Mr.  BAYLY  replied. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  said  one  referred  to  the  Ar- 
ticles of  the  Confederation,  and  the  other  set  of 
papers  to  the  debates  on  the  Constitution,  and 
therefore  tlioy  were  totally  distinct. 

Mr.  McDowell  defended  tJie  bill,  arguing 
that  tlicse  works  were  of  great  national  interest, 
and  the  nation  should  be  their  possessor,  and  they 
should  not  be  an  article  of  private  barter  to  book- 
sellers, many  of  whom  had  made  offers  for  their 
purchase.  He  mentioned  thi.?  fact  to  show  that 
the  House  was  not  asked  to  purchase  worthless 
articles,  and  that  Mrs.  Madison  entcriiiined  proper 
sentiments  rrspccting  the  nationality  of  the  ob|ect 
contempltitrd. 

Mr.  PALFREY  denied  that  this  bill  proposed 
to  make  an  eleemosynary  grant.  It  is  proposed 
to  nurchase  papers  on  eqjiiiable  terms  which  the 
punlic  good  required  that  the  nation  should  possess. 
These  papers  in  some  respects  were  a  commentary 
on  the  happy  Constitution  under  which  we  live- 
they  were  valuable  materials  for  the  composition 
of  history  svhich  had  yet  to  be  written.  Such 
materials  were  wanted,  and  this  age  must  collect 
them. 

Mr.  CLAR.K,  of  Kentucky,  contended  that  this 
House  could  not  constitutionally  make  a  donation 
to  Mrs.  Madison,  and  if  this  .sum  was  to  be  paid 
in  consideration  for  an  article  delivered,  it  became 
them  to  consider  whether  they  were  making  a  good 
trade,  if  indeed  they  were  to   become   traders  in 


books.  He  objected  to  the  provision  appointing 
trustees  for  Mrs.  Madison.  If  it  was  an  absolute 
sale  of  books,  the  price  should  be  paid  absolutely, 
and  left  to  her  own  disposition.  But  he  was  led 
to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  a  donation  to  Mrs. 
Madison,  which  they  had  no  right  to  make.  If  a 
purchase,  he  denied  that  they  received  the  full  value 
of '^25,000;  he  therefore  was  opposed  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  M-armly  defended  the  bill. 
He  had  heard  no  objections  from  the  gentlemen 
who  opposed  this  bill  to  the  expenditure  of  up- 
wards of  j»40,000  for  the  printing  of  the  Patent  Ofiice 
report,  while  they  were  bitterly  opposed  to  the 
printing  of  documents  which  furnished  materials 
for  the  history  of  the  country. 

Mr.  SAWYER  explained  that  he  had  voted  to 
print  the  Patent  Office  report  because  they  were 
to  be  sent  to  the  people,  whereas  these  documents 
would  be  given  to  members  of  Congress. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  eloquently  replied",  and,  sta- 
ting that  this  was  Mrs.  Madison's  birthday,  he 
lioped  the  bill  would  on  this  day  be  passed.  He 
moved  that  the  conunitiee  rise  and  report  progress. 
Agreed  to. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  progress  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.'STEPHENS  then  submitted  a  resolution 
to  terminate  debate  on  the  same  bill  in  ten  minutes 
after  it  should  again  be  taken  up  in  committee; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  same  subject,  and  the  debate 
was  resumed  by 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  who  elo- 
quently advocated  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Tlie  CHAIRMAN,  at  the  appointed  time,  closed 
the  debate. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  an  additional  section  providing  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  MS.  papers  of  Thomas  Jefferson  from 
his  grandson,  Thomas  Jeflerson  Randolph,  and 
appropriating  ^25,000  for  the  purpose. 

The  CHAIRMAN  ruled  the  amendment  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  that  past  of  the  bill  which  proposes 
to  create  Mr.  Buchanan,  Secretary  of  State,  Mr. 
Mason,  Secretary  of.the  Navy, and  Richard  Smith, 
Esq.,  trustees  to  receive,  for  the  purpose  of  invest- 
ment in  stocks  for  the  benefit  of  Mrs.  Madison, 
twenty  thousand  dollarsof  the  money  appropriated 
by  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  the  papers. 

Mr.  B.  occupied  the  five  minutes  allotted  by  the 
rules  for  debate  or  for  explanation  of  amendments. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  which,  after  making  some  remarks 
occupying  the  five  minutes  allowed  by  the  rules, 
he  -withdrew. 

Mr.  J.  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  the  last  sentence,  viz:  "  But  subject  to  be  dis- 
y)o.^ed  of  as  she  may  please  by  her  last  will  and 
testament,"  and  inserting  a  provision  requiring  the 
trustees,  on  the  death  of  Mrs.  Madison,  to  return 
the  sum  in  trust  (^20,000)  to  the  treasury  of  the 
United  States.  And  was  proceeding  in  further  re- 
marks, when  he  was  called  to  order  by 

Mr.  VINTON,  on  the  ground  thnt  it  was  his 
evident  intention  to  abuse  the  privileges  of  the  rule 
allowing  five  minutes  for  a  honafide  explanation  of 
amendments,  by  speaking  indefinitely  on  amend- 
ments successively  moved  and  withdrawn. 

Considerable  conversation  ensued  on  this  and 
connected  points  of  order,  and  Mr.  Johnson's  five 
minutes  having:;  expired,  the  question  was  taken 
and  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  House. 

Mr.  BAYLY  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded,  and,  under  the  operation  thereof,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  BAYLY  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  moved  the  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  ordering  the  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  J.,  after  one  or  two  points  of  order  had  been 
raised  and  settled,  entercil  into  some  remarks  to 
show  that  the  vote  ordering  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill  ought  to  be  reconsidered;  and  when  he  had 
concluded — 

Mr.  BAYLY  moved  to  lay  tlie  motion  Xo  recon- 
sider on  the  table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded;  and,  under 


its  operation,  the  bill  was  passed  by  yeas  SO, 
nays  59. 

Mr.  BAYLY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
whi:h  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to 
lay  tliat  motion  on  the  table.     Agreed  to. 

So  the  bill  stands  passed. 

The  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  following  meinoiials  and  petitions  were  piesented 
uniier  tlie  rule,  and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  HALE:  Tlie  petition  of  Ezra  Finney  .niid  ollierp. 
for  a  hrealcwaier  near  llie  norlheastern  point  of  the  Island 
of  Nantucket,  Massachusetts. 

By  Mr.  FUTIVAM  :  The  petition  of  James  S.  Bauahton 
and  124oihtrcitizensof  the  county  of  Wyoming,  New  V;  oik, 
piayiiiL'tor  the  in  vestiijalion  of  tlie'conduct  of  Colonel  Cliild.-^, 
in  requiring  the  soldiers  of  the  atiuy  to  kneel  befoie  the 
Catliolic  Host. 

,  By  Air.  WEXTVVOItTH  :  A  petition  for  a  mail  mute  from 
Blue  Island,  via  Cooper's  Grove,  Chelsea,  VValliuglbrd, and 
Blooinsville,  tn  Bnlhouia. 

By  Mr.  TWKEDY:  The  petition  of  O.Cole  and  78  others, 
citizcnsol  Grant  coiuiiy,  Wisconsin,  praying  for  the  purchase 
of  Mount  Vernon  by  the  Government.  Also,  the  petition  of 
Ma.son  C.  Darling  and  49  other  citizens  of  Wisconsin,  for 
the  same  object.  Also,  the  petition  of  G.  H.  Smith  and  53 
other  citizens  of  Sheboygan,  in  Wisconsin,  for  the  same 
object.  Also,  the  pention  of  C.  M.  Baker  and  others  of 
Walworth  county,  Wisconsin,  for  the  same  ohjeet.  Also, 
the  petition  of  William  C.  Larnon  and  others,  lor  a  post 
route  from  Exeter,  Green  county,  Wisconsin,  via  Union, 
Cookville,  Dunkirk,  and  Cambridge,  to  Lake  Mills,  in  Jeffer- 
son county. 

By  Mr.  ABBOT:  Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, with  an  accompanying  memorial,  in  relation  to 
the  reduction  of  po.nage. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  May  22,  1848. 
The  House  met,  and  after  the  reading  of  the 
Journal, 

On  motion,  adjourned  until  Thursday  next. 

IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  ./1/ay  22,  1848. 
The  Senate  was  called  to  order  at  twelve  o'clock. 
After  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Slicer, 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER, 
The  readine:  of  the  Journal  was  dispensed  with, 
and  the  Senate  adjourned  to  Thursday,  with  the 
view  to  have  the  Chamber  cleansed  and  the  sum- 
mer matting  put  down. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  May  25,  1848. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  its  order  heretofore 
adopted. 

The  Journal  of  Monday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  WICK  (previous  notice  having  been  given) 
obtained  leave  and  introduced  a  bill  to  prohibit  the 
introduction  of  slaves  into  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. „ 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi;  moved  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table;  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  asked  and  ordered. 

Mr.  BURT  doubted  if  there  was  a  quorum  pres- 
ent, and  he  therefore  moved  a  call  of  the  House; 
which  was  ordered. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table,  expressing  a  willingness,  on  further 
consideration,  to  allow  it  to  be  referred. 

Mr.  BURT  insisted  on  his  motion  for  the  call, 
as  he  desired  to  know  whether  there  was  a  quoriini 
before  they  proceeded  to  business. 

The  roll  having  been  called — 

The  SPEAKER  atmounced  that  114  members 
were  jirescnt,  and  that  113  were  necessary  to  a 
quorum. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  suspend  further  pro- 
ceedings in  the  call.     Rejected. 

The  list  of  the  absentees  was  called,  and  120 
meuibers  having  answered  to  their  names — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SCHENCK,  the  call  was 
suspended. 

Mr.  BUPtT  said  it  was  evident  that  the  scats  on 
one  (the  Democratic)  side  of  this  Plall  were  almost 
entirely  unoccupied.  He  trusted  there  was  no  dis- 
position on  the  other,  in  the  ab.«!ence  of  members, 
to  proceed  with  business,  especially  with  business 
of  the  description  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Will  not  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  give  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn.' 

Mr.  BURT  replied  that  was  the  motion  he  was 
going  to  submit  himself,  in  consideration  that  thera 


1848. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


787 


were  but  120  members  present.  He  moved  that 
the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  JOFINSON,  of  Tennessee,  appealed  to  Mr. 
Burt  to  withdraw  his  inotion  for  a  moment  to  en- 
able him  to  offer  a  resohuion,  to  v./hich,  involving 
no  party  question,  no  objection  would  be  made. 

Mr.  BURT  yielded,  and  Mr.  Johnson's  resolu- 
tion was  sent  to  the  table;  but,  before  it  was  read — 

Mr.  VINTON  suggested  that  this  bill,  by  com- 
mon consent,  could  be  laid  aside,  and  that  the  Post 
Office  and  the  West  Point  Academy  bills  should  be 
taken  up  and  considered. 

Mr.  WICK  intimated  that  he  would  consent  to 
have  the  bill  laid  on  the  table  and  printed. 

Before  any  action  was  taken,  the  question  on 
the  adjournment  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  or- 
dered at  the  call  of  Mr.  VINTON,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative:  Yeas  69,  nays  56. 

The  House  accordingly  adjourned. 


PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  following  raeniorhils  and  petitions  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York:  The  petition  of  Stephen 
Howard,  praying  for  arrears  of  pay  and  l)Ounty  land  as  a 
«oldicr  in  the  war  of  1812.  Also,  the  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  county  of  Erie,  New  Yoik,  praying  Congress 
to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  report  that  Colonel  Cliilds 
compelled  Protestant  American  soldiers  to  kneel  and  d<5 
homage  to  the  Catholic  Host  at  Jalapa,  and  to  call  him  to 
Jin  account  for  such  oft'enee,if  the  report  should  he  found  to 
be  true. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  May  25,  1848. 

Mr.  BRADBUPcY  presented  a  petition  from 
Clifford  S.  Worthing,  asking  a  mail  route  to  be 
established  between  Augusta  and  Bangor,  in  the 
State  of  Maine;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from  J.  Gluin 
Thornton,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  ter- 
ritorial government  in  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  B.  stated  that  this  petition  contained  matter 
of  much  interest,  and  he  would  therefore  move  that 
it  be  printed;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  from  the  New 
Jersey  and  New  York  Steam  Navigation  Compa- 
r\y,  and  from  the  Providence  and  Rhode  Island 
Company,  asking  to  be  remunerated  for  maintain- 
ing a  light-boat  in  the  Eel  Grass  shoal,  in  Fisher's 
Island  sound;  which  was  rderred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Friek  &  Haddock,  with  a  report;  which  bill  was 
read  a  first  time. 

On  molion  of  Mr.  BELL, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
directed  to  furnish  the  Senate  with  a  list  of  the  Creek  Indian 
warriors,  who  were  killed  or  wounded,  orwho  died  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Slates  during  the  late  war  in  Florida;  with 
the  dates  when  they  were  severally  killed  or  wounded,  or 
when  they  died  ;  together  with  a  statement  of  the  arrears  of 
pay  due  to  each  of  them  respectively. 

Ordered,  That  when  the  Senate  adjourns,  it  ad- 
journ to  meet  on  Monday. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
NiLES  some  days  since,  was  then  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  he  directed 
to  report  to  the  Senate  such  information  as  may  he  in  the 
Treasury  Department  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
interest  of  the  public  debt  has  been  paid  at  Boston,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  other  places  in  which  the  ijitcrest 
on  the  public  debt  is  paid  ;  and  particularly  that  he  inform 
the  Senate  whether,  in  any  instance,  payment  has  been  made 
in  any  other  medium  than  gold  or  silver. 

Mr.  NILES  explained  that  he  had  offered  this 
resolution  in  consequence  of  information  which  he 
had  received  from  a  friend,  in  whom  he  had  entire 
confidence,  that  in  one  transaction  at  least,  at  one  of 
the  [joints  of  collection,  there  had  been  an  express 
violation  of  the  sub-treasury  law.  One  of  the  offi- 
cers employed  under  that  law  had  made  a  deposit 
ofa  largeamountof  public  money — some  $80,000 — 
in  one  of  the  banks  of  the  city  in  which  he  trans- 
acted his  business,  and  wa.s  in  the  practice  of  pay- 
ing out  the  interest  of  the  public  loans  by  checks 
on  that  bank.  This  was  an  cx|)ress  violation  of 
the  law,  one  of  the  great  objects  of  which  is,  the 
establishment  of  a  system  by  which  all  money 
transactions  of  the  Fetleral  Goverinnent  shall  be  in 
the  constitutional  currency  of  the  country.  Hav- 
ing been  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  strenuous 


advocates  of  this  system  at  its  commencement^  he 
felt  great  anxiety  for  its  successful  operation.  It 
had  worked  well,  and,  while  he  continued  a  mem- 
ber of  this  body,  he  would  not  permit  any  violation 
of  the  law,  if  his  efforts  could  prevent  it. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  said  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  any  inquiry,  but  he  asked  the  Senate  if 
it  was  fair  to  tolerate  these  harassing  calls  on  the 
Government,  and  to  sanction  these  frequent  attacks 
on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  without  some 
evidence  to  support  them?  Charges  of  this  kind, 
which  may  be  introduced  merely  for  political  effect, 
ought  not  to  be  received,  unless  they  are  accom- 
panied by  proofs  of  the  facts  on  which  they  are 
stated  to  be  made. 

Mr.  NILES  was  surprised  at  this  opposition  to 
a  mere  resolution  of  inquiry.  He  had  seen  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject,  and  he 
had  no  suspicion  that  the  violation  of  the  law  had 
been  with  the  connivance  of  that  officer.  It  may 
have  been  the  act  ofa  suljordinate,  committed  with- 
out his  knowledge.  There  certainly  could  be  no 
impropriety  in  inquiring  if  the  law  had  been  faith- 
fully executed.  If  the  violation  of  the  law  had 
taken  place,  it  was  an  offence,  the  punishment  for 
which  was  provided  by  the  act,  and  it  could  not 
be  irn proper  to  ask  if  the  offence  had  been  com- 
mitted. In  1840,  when  the  law  was  passed,  we 
had  been  told  by  those  who  had  opposed  it,  that 
it  would  turn  out  a  mere  mockery,  and  could  lead 
to  no  practical  effect.  In  its  present  form,  it  has 
produced  all  the  effect  for  which  it  was  intended, 
and  that  effect  had  been  most  salutary,  inasmuch 
as  it  had  saved  our  entire  banking  system,  and  pre- 
vented results  which  would  have  been  calamitous 
to  the  country.  Yet  we  are  now  to  be  told,  that 
we  must  not  institute  an  inquiry  whether  the  law 
has  been  honestly  carried  out,  for  fear  censure 
should  fall  on  somebody  I  He  hoped  the  resolu- 
tion would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  DAVIS  replied  that  he  had  only  thrown  out 
the  suggestion  that  calls  of  this  harassing:  charac- 
ter on  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ought  not  to 
be  received  without  some  evidence  to  sustain  them. 
Certainly,  if  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  has  au- 
thority for  his  statement,  avid  is  himself  satisfied 
that  a  violation  of  the  law  has  been  committed,  he 
would  not  object  to  the  inquiry.  The  Senator  had 
stated  that  he  had  seen  the  Secretary  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  acquitted  him  of  any  knowledge  of  the 
transaction. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  Maij  26,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COCKE,  leave  was  given  for 
the  withdrawal  of  the  papers  in  the  case  of  Sam- 
uel F.  Reed,  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  rose  to  say,  that  when 
the  House  adjourned  yesterday,  there  was  a  bill 
on  the  table,  and  a  motion  before  the  House  pend- 
ing and  unacted  on.  The  bill  was  very  important. 
He  referred  to  the  bill  to  prohibit  the  importation 
of  slaves  into  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  cer- 
tain exceptions.  It  was  a  bill  in  which  every  gen- 
tleman on  the  floor  must  fee!  himself  to  be  inter- 
ested. He  hoped,  therefore,  that  it  would  be 
taken  up  and  considered  first  among  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  unfinished  business 
were  the  orders  of  the  day  and  the  Senate  bills  on 
the  Speaker's  table. 

THE  PRIVATE  CALENDAR. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL, 
of  Connecticut,  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  private  calendar,  (Mr.  McClel- 
land in  the  chair,)  and,  after  devoting  some  time 
to  the  consideration  of  bills  thereon,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  following  bills  to  the  House: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Maurice  R.  Siirions; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eliphas  C.  Brown; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  N.  Halsteud; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Ramsey; 
.   A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Farnhain; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Aiuli-ew  Flaiiagin; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Gott; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Catharine  Hoffman; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  B.  Gratiot  and 
the  legal  representatives  of  Henry  Gratiot; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Mary  B.  Renner; 


A  bill   for  the  relief  of  Archibald  Beard,  and 
twenty-one  other  mounted  Tennessee  volunteers; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Philip  J.  Fontane; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  H.  Corson,  and  for 
other  purposes; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  F.  Richards; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gideon  A.  Perry; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fieldinsj  G.  Brown; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph' Taylor; 
A   bill   for  the  relief  of  Mary  W.  Thompson, 
widowofLieutenantColonel  Alexander  R.Thomp- 
son; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Haup; 
A  bill  amendatory  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act 
amendatory  of  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  incorpo- 
rate   the  Provident  Association   of  Clerks  in  the 
j  civil  department  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
i  Slates,  in  the   District  of  Columbia,'  "  approved 
j  March  3,  1825; 

;  A  bill  supplemental  to  an  act  to  confirm  the  sur- 
vey and  location  of  claims  for  land  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  east  of  the  Pearl  river  and  south  of 
the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude,  approved 
March  3,  1845; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Pike,  widow  of 
Ezra  Pike; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Wood,  widow  of 
Major  James  Wood. 

Also  the  followingSenate  bills,  severally  without 
amendment: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Reynolds  May; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Brownell; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  W.  Bell,  a  native 
of  the  Cherokee  nation; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Bolon. 
The  committee  also  reported  the  following  bills, 
with  an  amendment  to*ach: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Lieutenant  Francis  Ware; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hugh  Riddle; 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Perry,  a  Choctaw 
Indian,  or  his  assignees; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Gerard; 
And  Senate  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement  of 
the  account  of  Joseph  Nourse,  deceased. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Cherokee  Indians 
in  North  Carolina  was  reported  to  the  House, 
with  the  recommendation  that  it  be  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  House  bill  to  pay  James  Crutchett  $2,000 
for  lighting  the  Capitol  and  Capitol  grounds,  and 
also  a  Senate  bill  of  the  same  title,  were  reported 
to  the  House,  with  the  recommendation  that  they 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Which  recommendations  were  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  various  bills  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  The  action  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  said  bills  (some  of  them  having  been 
amended)  was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  except 
the  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Lieutenant  Francis  Ware,  which 
amendment  was  disagreed  to;  and  this  bill  and  the 
others  were  severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed, 
with  the  exception  of  the  bill  supplemental  to  an 
act  to  confirm  the  survey  and  location  of  claims 
for  land  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  east  of  the 
Pearl  river  and  south  of  the  thirty-first  degree  of 
north  latitude,  approved  March  3,  1845.  This  bill 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow,  and  it  was  ordered 
that  the  Clerk  acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  moved  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn.  Lost:  Ayes  46,  noes 
51 — not  a  quorum. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 
Mr.  THOMPSON  again  inoved  to  adjourn. 
The  question   was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays- 
Yeas  50,  nays  73. 

The  question  was  put  on  ordering  a  call  of  the 
House,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  ROCKWELI,,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  H;ouse  again  resolve  itself  into  Comuuttee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  private  calendar.  The  motion 
was  rejected. 

PRE-EMPTION  LAW. 
Mr.  COLLAMER  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
from  the  consideration  of  the  bill  explanatory  ot 
the  law  of  the  4th  September,  1841,  appropriating 
the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  and 
granting  preiimption  rights.    Mr.  C.  said  the  Gov- 
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ernment  was  now  without  the  force  of  any  pre- 
emption law  whatever,  and  he  proceeded  to  explain 
the  necessity  of  final  action  upon  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to;  and  the  bill, 
having  been  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the 
Union;  which  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

BROOKLYN  DRY  DOCK. 

Mr.  MURPHY  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
f.'-om  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  addi- 
tional appropriations  for  the  dry  dock  of  the 
Brooklyn  navy-yard — stating,  as  an  inducement 
for  the  action  of  the  House,  that  the  men  employed 
upon  this  work  had  had  no  pay  for  four  months, 
and  that  this  was  one  of  the  first  bills  on  the  calen- 
dar. 

Mr.  VINTON  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  that  the  bill  referred  to,  which  was  a 
bill  to  make  an  appropriation  of  money,  had  not 
yet  received  the  action  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Wiiole  on  the  state  of  the  Union;  and  therefore  it 
was  not  yet  in  order  to  bring  it  before  the  House. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday, May  21,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
The  House  proceeded   to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  yesterday  )epnrted  to  the   House  by  the 
Committee  of  the  "VVhole  supplemental   to  an  act 
to  confirm  the  survey  and   location  of  claims   for 
lands  in   the  State  of  Mississippi,  east  of  Pearl 
river  and  south  of  the  31st  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude, approved  March  3,  1845. 

The  question  being  on  the  engrossment  and 
third  reading  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  BPi-OVVN,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to  amend 
the  same  so  as  to  extend  the  time  to  any  person 
interested  in  the  lands  for  making  the  surveys  and 
returns  from  and  after  the  passage  of  the  bill  to  the 
1st  of  January,  18.50. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed;  and,  being  engrossed,  was 
read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

Mr.  HUNT,  from  the  Commiltfee  on  Com- 
merce, to  which  was  referred  Senate  bills  concern- 
ing Spanish  steam  vessels,  and  authorizing  the 
issuing  of  registers  to  the  Spanish  steam  vessels 
Trident  and  Cetro  for  a  limited  time,  reported  the 
same  back  to  the  House  without  amendment. 

They  were  then  severally  read  a  third  time, 
pas.?ed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  Senate  bill  to  authorize  the  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  Joseph  Nourse,  deceased,  was 
passed.     The  motion,  by  consent,  was  laid  over. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL, 
of  Connecticut,  resolved  itself  into  Committe  of 
the  Whole  on  the  private  calendar.  The  Speaker 
invited  Mr.  Daniel,  of  North  Carolina,  to  take 
the  chair,  who,  for  cause,  asked  to  be  excused. 
The  Speaker  thereupon  called  to  the  chair  Mr. 
CoLLAMER,  of  Vermont. 

The  first  bill  on  the  calendar  was  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  P.  Converse.  It  was  debated  by 
Messrs.  BOWLIN,  ROCKWELL  of  Coimecti- 
cut,  DANIEL,  EVANS  of  Maryland,  HAM- 
MONS,  CROWELL,  and  SAWYER. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend  by 
Blrikin^'  out  $501  and  inserting  $379.     Lost. 

Mr.  SAWYER  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  aside 
to  be  reported  to  the  House  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  it  do  not  pass.     Agreed  to. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  William  Fuller  and 
Orlando  Sallmarsh,  and  for  the  relief  of  H.  D. 
Johnson,  and  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Wilson,  were  next  taken  up,  read,  and  laid  aside 
to  be  reported  to  the  House. 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Slaughter, 
late  Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  was 
then  taken  up  and  amended,  by  adding  a  proviso, 
providin:;  that  the  said  balance  shall  not  exceed 
<i  1,731  51,  find  ordered  to  be  reported  to  the  House. 
The  next  bill  taken  up  was  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  Joshua  Kennedy,  deceased. 
'It  was  debated  by  Messrs.  DANIEL,  POL- 
LOCK, and  ROCKWELL  of  Connecticut;  but, 
before  final  action  was  had  upon  the  bill — 


Mr.  DANIEL  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Decided  by  tellers — ayes  47,  noes  47.  The  Chair- 
man voted  in  the  aliirmative;  and  the  committee 
rose  accordingly,  and  reported  its  action  to  the 
House. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  meiiiorjals  anil  pelitions  were  presented 
vnider  tlie  rule,  and  lelerred : 

By  Mr.  MANN:  Tlie  petition  of  VVni.  Baitlett  and  113 
other  citizens  of  Massacliu.-^eits,  in  belialf  of  clieap  postiige. 

liy  Mr.  VVEATVVoKXIl:  Tlie  petition  ol  sundry  citizens 
of  Mcfjeaii  county,  for  u  post  route  from  VVaynesville,  via 
Mount  Hope,  liilllo's  Grove,  and  Mackinaw  I'oinI,  to  Dil- 
lon. 

JJy  Mr.  ASHMUN :  The  memorial  of  R.  B.  Forbes  and  a 
larjre  number  of  others,  citizens  of  Massacliusetts,  enguged 
in  commerce,  navigation,  and  insurance,  representing  lliat 
our  naval  force  in  the  Europeaii  waters  is  inaderiuale  to  the 
l)roti,ction  of  American  commerce  in  the  present  unsetUed 
condition  ol  European  Governments,  and  asking  that  it  may 
be  jpeedily  increased,  and  that  a  portion  ol  the  vessels  to  be 
constructed  should,  with  a  view  to  economy  and  prompt- 
ness, be  built  by  private  enterprise. 

liy  Mr.  GRliVAKLL:  The  petition  of  Pope  &  Morgan, 
and  otlier  owners  of  ship  Chandler  Price,  asking  compen- 
sation for  expenses  incurred  in  ransoming  the  crew  of  the 
whale-sliip  Columbia,  of  New  London,  from  the  inhabitants 
ol  luc  King's  Mill  Islands,  Pacific  Ocean. 

By  Mr.  t-jCHENCK  :  Sundry  petitions  from  many  citizens 
of  uhio  and  New  York,  praying  Congress  to  direct  a  pur- 
chase of  breadstnfls,  and  test  the  utility  of  the  same  (or 
army  and  navy  purposes,  as  pre|)arcd  under  the  process 
patented  to  J.  K.  Stailoid,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  lor  drj  iiig  flour 
and  meal  in  such  manner  as  to  resist  the  influences  ol  lime 
and  climate. 

By  Mr.  NJCOLL  ;  The  petition  ofGodfrey  Pattison  &,  Co., 
Huwland  it.  A-pinwall,  N.  L.  Criswold,  Cary  &  Co.,  and 
others,  meichaiits  and  mannl'actureis  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law  permitting  nianuliic- 
tured  goods  adapted  lor  printing  to  be  imported  in  the  gray 
and  ininted  in  iiond,  and  thereatitr  exported  free  of  duty. 

By  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut:  The  petition  of 
17b  citizens  of  Norwich,  in  the  Slate  of  Connecticut,  repre- 
senting that  a  monopoly  has  been  established  by  the  laws  of 
New  Jersey,  in  relaiion  to  the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad 
Company  and  Delaware  and  Raritan  Canal  Company,  in 
violation  of  the  rights  and  highly  injurious  to  the  interest  of 
the  public,  and  especially  in  the  transportation  of  the  Untied 
States  mails,  and  praying  that  Congress  will  direct  tlie  sur- 
vey of  a  route  for  a  poft  road  between  the  cities  of  New 
York  and  Piiiladelpnia;  the  said  road  to  be  retained  under 
the  perpetual  control  of  the  Union,  and  to  be  used  for  the 
construction  of  a  railroad;  the  road  to  be  constructed  by  the 
United  States,  or  by  a  company  autlioiized  by  act  of  Con- 
gress, for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  and  lor  other  pur- 
poses. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  Miy  29,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  TUCK  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
House  to  ofler  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion, which  were  read  for  information: 

Whereas  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  great  numbers, 
have  olteii  memorialized  Congress  on  the  subject  of  abol- 
ishing slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Ciduni- 
bia,  and  petitions  for  this  object,  signed  by  citizens  of  the 
District  and  others,  have  been  presented  to  this  House  at  its 
present  session  : 

And  whereas  all  the  memorials  and  petitions  on  this  sub- 
ject ever  presented,  have  cither  been  laid  on  the  table  with- 
out being  read  or  printed,  or  have  been  referred  to  com- 
mittees who  have  never  taken  any  action  thereon,  nor  re- 
ported whether  said  petitions  ought  or  ought  not  lo  be 
granted : 

And  whereas  it  is  the  right  of  the  citizens  of  those  United 
States,  not  only  to  present  their  petiUons  lo  Congress,  but 
to  have  the  justice  and  propriety  of  their  requests  carefully 
considered  and  acted  Upon  :  therefore, 

iitsj/Dcf/,  That  the  several  commitlees  of  this  House,  to 
whom  have  been  referred  petitions  or  memorials  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  be  directed  to  lake  the  same  into  consideiaiion, 
and  to  report  thereon  at  the  earliest  |jracticable  period. 

The  reception  of  this  resolution  being  objected 
to,  Mr.  T.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  offer  it,  but  the  motion  to  suspend 
the  rules  was  rejected. 

Mr.  PETTIT,  by  general  consent,  offered  the 
following  resolution;  which  was  read,  considered, 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  requested  to 
report  to  this  House  how  many  persons,  of  all  descriptions, 
WOK  employed  in  the  naval  and  marine  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  war  with 
Mexico,  and  how  many  have  entered  said  service  since  that 
period,  and  the  respeciive  Stales  from  which  both  classes 
entered  said  service. 

THE  NEXT  CENSUS. 
Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  moved  a  suspension 
of  the  rules,  in  order  that  a  lesolulion  might  be 
submitted  by  him  to  make  the  bills  which  had 
been  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 


on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (public  bills,)  the  spe- 
cial order  of  the  day  for  the  third  Tuesday  in  June, 
He  stated  that  unless  opportunity  should  be  afford- 
ed at  the  present  session  for  passing  some  of  these 
bills,  serious  mischiefs  would  probably  be  the  conse- 
quence, amounting  even  to  a  disregard  of  the  Con- 
stitution. In  the  26th  Congress  it  was  so  late 
when  provision  was  made  for  taking  the  census  or 
enumeration  ofthe  inhabitantsof  theUnited  States, 
that  it  was  believed  not  to  exhibit  the  population 
of  1840,  as  contemplated  by  the  Constitution,  but 
that  of  1841.  He  wished  to  enact  a  law  at  the 
present  session  which  would  enable  the  proper 
officers  to  make  arrangements  for  beginning  the 
work  in  the  very  begiiming  of  the  year  185U,  so 
that  it  might  be  completed  in  proper  time.  Other 
bills  embraced  in  the  motion  were  scarcely  less 
entitled  to  consideration.  After  the  repeated  at- 
tempts which  he  had  made  to  the  effect  now  sug- 
gested, Mr.  I.  said  he  should  despair  of  getting 
these  important  matters  acted  on  during  the  present 
session  if  the  present  motion  to  suspend  the  rules 
should  not  prevail.     Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  I.  said  the  gentleman  had  no  right  to  object. 
He  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  and  no  objection 
could  prevent  him  from  insisting  on  having  the 
question  put. 

The  question  was  then  put  ort  suspending  the 
rules — ayes  75,  noes  45.  Two-thirds  not  voting 
in  the  affirmative,  the  rules  were  not  suspended, 
and  the  resolution  was  not  received. 
OREGON. 
Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  asked  the  general  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  offer  a  resolution  making  the 
bill  to  establish  the  Territorial  Government  of  Ore- 
gon the  special  order  of  the  day  immediately  after 
the  general  appropriation  bills  (now  the  special 
order)  shall  have  been  disposed  of,  except  on  Fri- 
days and  Saturdays., 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  appealed  to  his  friend 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Smith]  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment, so  as  to  resolve  the  House  into  committee  at 
once,  in  order  that  immediate  action  might  be  had 
upon  the  Oregon  territorial  bill.  Mr.  McC.  had  a 
letter  from  a  citizen  of  Oregon,  dated  as  late  as  the 
1st  of  January  last,  which  i^presented  the  coun- 
try to  be  in  a  most  distressing  situation.  The 
Indians  had  murdered  a  number  of  the  whites,  and 
an  open  and  cruel  war  was  waged  by  the  Indians 
against  them.  Humanity  and  public  duty  demand- 
ed that  prompt  measures  should  be  taken  to  give 
security  to  the  persons  and  property  of  American 
citizens  in  Oregon. 

Objection  being  made  to  the  reception  of  Mr. 
Smith's  resolution — 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
to  enable  him  to  offer  the  resolution;  on  which 
motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taketi,  and  the 
vote  resulted:  Yeas  155,  nays  12. 

Two-thirds  having  voted  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  suspended,  and  the  resolution  received. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  general  consent,  laid  before 
the  House  the  following  message  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  Home  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States : 
I  lay  before  Congress  the  accompanying  memorial  and 
papers,  which  have  been  tiansinitled  lo  nie  by  a  special 
messenger,  employed  for  that  purpose  by  the  Governor  and 
"  Legislative  Assembly  of  Oregon  Territory,"  who  coivslilule 
the  temporary  gnvcrnnienl  which  the  inhabitants  of  that 
distant  region  of  our  country  have,  from  the  necessity  of 
Iheir  condition,  organized  for  themselves.  The  memorial- 
ists are  citizens  ol  tlic  Uniied  States.  'J'hey  express  ardent 
attachment  to  theini alive  land,  and,  in  their  present  perilous 
and  distressed  siliialion,  they  earnestly  invoke  the  aid  and 
protection  of  their  Government. 

They  represent  that  "  the  proud  and  powerful  tribes  of 
Indiana"  residing  in  their  vicinity  have  recently  raised  "  the 
war-whoop,  and  crimsoned  their  tomahawks  in  the  blood  of 
their  citizens ;"  that  they  apprehend  that  "  many  of  the 
powerful  tribes  inhabiting  the  upper  valley  of  the  (;oliimbiu 
have  formed  an  alliance  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  hos- 
tilities against  their  settlements;"  that  the  number  of  the 
white  population  is  far  inferior  lo  that  of  the  savages  ;  Uiat 
Ihey  are  deficient  in  arms  and  money,  and  fear  thai  they  do 
not  possess  streiiL'lii  to  ri'pcl  the  "  attack  of  so  lnruiidalilc  a 
foe  and  proleet  their  lamiliesand  properly  from  vioh  nieand 
rapine."  Thcv  eoiieliidr  their  appeal  to  the  Government  of 
Ihe  United  States  for  relief  bv  declaring:  "If it  be  at  all  the 
'  intention  of  our  honored  parent  lo  spread  her  guardian 
'  wing  over  her  sons  and  (laiigliters  in  Oregon,  she  surely 
'  will  not  refuse  to  do  it  now,  when  they  are  strnggliiig  with 
'  all  Ihe  ills  of  a  weak  and  temporary  government,  and  when 
'  perils  arc  daily  thickening  around  them  and  preparing  lo 
'  burst  upon  their  heads.  When  the  ensuing  summer's  sun 
'  shall  have  dispelled  the  snow  from  llie  mountains,  we 
'  shall  look  with  glowing  hope  and  restless  anxiety  for  the 
'  coming  of  your  laws  and  your  arms." 

In  my  message  of  the  .5tli  of  August,  1  BIG,  conimunicaling 
"  II  copy  ofUiaconvaMtionfor  thu  itmlomunl  and  adjustment 
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of  the  Orogon  boundary,"  I  recomniended  to  Congress  that 
"  provision  sliouki  be  ni:ide  by  law  at  the  earliest  practicable 
'  period  for  th«  organization  of  a  territorial  government  in 
'  Oregon."  In  my  annual  message  of  December,  lb'46,  and 
jigain  in  December,  1847,  this  recommendation  was  re- 
peated. 

The  population  of  Oregon  is  believed  to  exceed  twelve 
thousand  souls,  and  it  is  known  that  it  will  be  increased  by 
a  large  number  of"  emigrants  during  the  present  season. 
The  facts  set  forth  in  the  accompanying  memorial  and  pa- 
pers show  that  the  dangers  to  vvliicli  out  fellow-citizens  are 
exposed  are  so  inmiinent  that  I  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  agaiTi 
to  impress  on  Congress  tite  strong  claim  which  the  inhabit- 
ants of  that  distant  country  have  to  the  benelit  of  our  laws 
and  the  protection  of  our  Government. 

I  therefore  again  invite  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the 
subject,  and  recommend  that  laws  be  promptly  passed  (es- 
tablishing a  Territorial  Government,  and  granting  authority 
to  raise  an  adequate  volunteer  force  for  the  defcn.ce  and 
protection  of  its  inhabitants.  It  is  believed  that  a  regiment 
of  mounted  men,  with  such  additional  force  as  may  be  raised 
in  Oregon,  will  be  suflicient  to  afford  the  required  protection. 
It  is  recommended  that  the  forces  raised  for  this  purpose 
should  engage  to  serve  for  twelve  montlis,  unless  sooner  dis- 
charged. No  doubt  is  entertained,  with  proper  inducements 
in  land  bounties,  such  a  force  can  be  raised  in  a  short  time. 
Upon  the  expiration  of  their  service  many  of  them  will 
doubtless  desire  to  remain  in  the  country,  and  settle  upon 
the  land  wliich  tliey  may  receive  as  bounty. 

It  is  deemed  important  that  provision  be  made  for  the 
appointment  of  a  suitable  number  of  Indian  agents  to  reside 
among  the  various  tribes  in  Oregon,  and  that  appropriations 
be  made  to  enable  them  to  treat  with  these  tribes,  with  a 
view  to  restore  and  preserve  peace  between  them  and  the 
white  inhabitants. 

Should  the  laws  recommended  be  promptly  passed,  the 
measures  for  their  execution  may  be  completed  during  the 
present  season,  and  before  the  severity  of  winter  will  ii^ter- 
pose  obstacles  in  crossing  the  Rocky  Mountains.  If  not 
promptly  passed,  a  delay  of  another  year  will  be  the  conse- 
quence, and  may  prove  destructive  to  the  white  settlements 
sn  Oregon.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  3ia?/ 29,  1848, 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  said  the  information 
contained  in  the  message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  which  had  just  been  read,  had  been 
confirmed  by  private  letters  which  some  gentlemen 
on  this  floor  had  received  from  citizens  of  Oregon. 
The  time  at  which  it  came  to  them  was  very  op- 
portune. He  was  happy  to  hear  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  C.  B.  Smith]  this  morning  in- 
troduce a  resolution  to  make  the  bill  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  territorial  government  in  Oregon  a 
special  order,  but  he  feared,  if  it  was  to  be  pre- 
ceded by  the  appropriation  bills,  that  some  weeks 
would  elapse  before  this  House  could  take  action 
upon  it,  and  that  it  would  not  be  reached  until  the 
arrival  of  a  period  too  late  for  the  purpose  contem- 
plated by  this  message.  What  had  they  now 
heard .'  Why,  that  the  Indian  tribes  were  waging 
war  against  our  citizens  in  Oregon,  who  called 
upon  us  for  assistance;  and  it  was  our  duty  to 
respond  promptly  to  that  call,  and  furnish  them 
with  the  means  of  protection.  The  bill  to  estab- 
lish a  territorial  government  in  Oregon  had  been 
long  before  Congress,  and  it  had  been  postponed 
again  and  again,  until  the  people  of  that  Territory 
had  been  driven  to  form  a  government  for  them- 
selves, using  for  their  protection  all  the  power 
which  God  and  Nature  had  given  them.  But  they 
now  appealed  to  this  Government  in  an  unusual 
emergency,  and  that  appeal  should  be  promptly 
responded  to  by  this  House.  Immediate  action 
should  be  had  for  the  protection  of  our  own  people 
in  one  of  our  own  Territories.  He  suggested, 
therefore,  and  he  should  make  such  a  motion  when 
he  had  an  opportunity  to  do  so,  that  the  Presi- 
dent's message  should  be  laid  on  the  table  and 
printed,  and  he  should  then  move  an  amendment 
to  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
C.  B.  Smith,]  to  strike  out  all  that  portion  which 
provides  for  making  the  Oregon  territorial  bill  the 
special  order  immediately  after  the  general  appro- 
priation bills,  and  insert  words  to  postpone  the 
C resent  special  orders,  that  immediate  action  might 
e  taken  on  the  territorial  bill,  so  as  to  dispose  of 
it  at  the  earliest  practicable  period. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  desired  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  if  the  Oregon  territorial  bill  con- 
tained a  provision  for  the  protection  of  the  citizens 
of  Oregon;  and  if  in  1846  there  was  not  an  act 
passed  to  provide  for  raising  a  regiment  of  mount- 
ed riflemen  and  for  establishing  military  stations 
on  the  route  to  Oregon.'  He  wished  to  know  what 
had  become  of  tho,se  troops  which  were  ordered  to 
be  raised  for  that  specific  purpose. 

Mr.  COBB  replied  that  the  Oregon  territorial 
bill  did  not  contain  any  provisions  to  furnish  the 
protection  for  which  an  appeal  had  now  been 
made,  and  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
would  now  cooperate  with  him  in  the  adoption  of 
a  measure  which  should  furnish  the  aid  required. 
Though  it  contained   no  such  provision,  it  could 


be  easily  amended  so  as  to  answer  that  purpose, 
and  he  hoped  it  would  be  so  amended  as  to  carry 
out  the  wishes  of  the  people  of  Oregon,  and  afford 
them  protection  against  the  Indian  tribes. 

In  reference  to  the  act  of  1846,  of  which  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  had  spoken,  it  would  be 
recollected  that  it  was  passed  before  the  war  bi-oke 
out  with  Mexico;  and  if  the  gentleman  would  ex- 
amine the  provisions  of  that  bill,  he  would  see  that 
that  regiment  was  not  designated  for  any  particular 
service.  That  regiment  was  an  addition  to  the 
forces  in  the  United  States  service;  and  when  tiie 
war  broke  out,  all  the  troops  in  the  service  were 
required  to  carry  on  the  war. 

Mr.  MURPHY  wished  to,  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  if  it  was  necessary,  in  order  to  give 
protection  to  the  people  of  Oregon,  to  organize  a 
territorial  government  in  that  territory .'  Could 
they  not  act  promptly,  and  adopt  a  measure  to 
furnish  them  with  protection.'  Nay,  could  not 
the  Executive  do  it  without  any  action  of  this 
House.' 

Mr.  COBB  said  it  must  be  admitted  that  it  was 
in  the  power  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  protect  its  own  people  without  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill,  but  this  bill  was  a  protection  to 
which  the  people  of  Oregon  had  been  entitled  for 
two  years.  For  more  than  two  years  they  had 
been  promised  the  protection  of  laws;  and  now, 
when  such  an  opportunity  presented  itself,  and  the 
people  were  exposed  to  immediate  danger,  and  the 
consequences  which  followed  if  support  were  with- 
held, why,  he  would  ask  the  gentleman  fromNew 
York,  should  they  stop  half  way.' 

Mr.  C.  therefore  moved  that  the  message  and 
accompanying  documents  be  laid  on  the  table  and 
printed. 

.  Mr.  VINTON  said  the  message  now  before  the 
House,  if  he  had  heard  it  correctly,  proposed,  in 
the  first  place,  to  raise  a  military  force  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  people  in  Oregon ,  and  in  the  next 
place,  it  proposed  that  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  should  provide  a  territorial  government 
for  the  Territory  of  Oregon.  Now,  there  was  no 
necessary  connection  between  these  two  things. 
If  our  people  were  in  danger,  that  might  be  good 
ground,  of  course,  for  raising  a  military  force  for 
their  protection;  but  a  bill  to  establish  a  territorial 
government  did  not  contemplate  any  such  thing  as 
raising  a  military  force.  It  would  be  out  of  place 
in  such  a  bill  to  make  an  addition  to  the  standing 
army. 

The  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Cobb]  contemplated  the  putting  aside  of  the 
appropriation  bills  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the 
Oregon  territorial  bill,  giving  notice  of  a  provision 
which  he  should  move  to  incorporate  into  that  bill 
to  raise  a  military  force  for  Oregon.  They  were 
now  about  entering  upon  the  month  of  June,  and 
the  great  appropriation  bills,  which  would  require 
much  time  and  attention  in  their  consideration,  had 
not  yet  been  acted  upon ;  and  unless  the  House  was 
disposed  to  give  to  them  more  attention  than  it  had 
heretofore  been  its  pleasure  to  devote  to  them,  they 
would  not  be  able  to  dispose  of  them  bythe  first 
of  July  next,  when  they  should  enter  upon  thefiscal 
year  for  which  these  bills  made  provision.  And 
after  that  period  they  would  have  to  be  acted  upon 
by  the  Senate,  so  that  the  Government  would  not 
have  at  its  command  the  means  which  these  bills 
provided  at  the  time  they  would  be  required.  If 
there  was  any  immediate  necessity  for  raising  a 
military  force  for  the  protection  of  the  citizens  of 
Oregon,  he  was  willing  that  that  subject  should  be 
promptly  acted  upon;  but  the  general  appropria- 
tion bills  were  of  more  importance  than  any  private 
bill.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  he  would  sug- 
gest, could  accomplish  his  purpose  by  moving  to 
make  the  Oregon  territorial  bill  the  special  order 
for  Fridays  and  Saturdays;  but  if  they  took  up  the 
territorial  bill,  and  intended  thereby  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  protection  of  the  citizens  of  Oregon, 
they  would  not  be  able  to  dispose  of  it  for  a  month 
to  come;  andit  was  for  that,  amongst  other  reasons, 
that  he  was  opposed  to  incorporating  in  the  same 
bill  a  proposition  to  protect  the  people  of  Oregon 
and  one  establishing  a  territorial  government  for 
that  people. 

Mr.  COBB  inquired,  if  a  majority  had  not  the 
power,  at  any  time,  to  stop  debate,  and  bring  the 
committee  to  a  vote  on  any  bill .' 

Mr.  VINTON  a.ssented,  but  added,  that  this 
was  one  of  those  subjects  on  which  gentlemen 
could  not  be  gagged  here,     lie  did  not  say  that  he 


wished  to  speak  upon  it  himself,  but  there  was  a 
great  question  involved  which  had  been  much  de- 
bated out  of  place,  and  when  it  should  come  up  in 
its  proper  place  he  should  be  disposed  to  hear  both 
sides  of  the  House  upon  it,  and  to  give  to  gentle- 
men from  all  portions  of  the  country  an  opportu- 
nity to  express  their  sentiments.  He  was  not  will- 
ing to  take  up  that  bill  with  the  understanding  that 
the  gag  was  to  be  applied  in  its  passage.  There 
was  no  necessary  connection  between  the  terri- 
torial bill  and  the  proposition  for  the  protection  of 
the  citizens  of  Oregon,  and  he  desired  that  they 
should  be  kept  separate.  We  were  in  daily  ex- 
pectation of  receiving  intelligence  of  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico,  and  then 
there  would  be  a  large  military  force  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  Government,  which  would  render  unne- 
cessary theseadditional  troops  which  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  called  for. 

Mr.  BO  YDON  asked  why  it  was  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  could  send  an  army  into 
Texas,  yea,  even  into  the  territory  of  Mexico, 
without  giving  notice  to  Congress  of  his  intention 
to  do  so,  and  yet  could  not  send  aid  to  our  own 
citizens  in  our  own  Territory  of  Oregon  without 
calling  upon  Congress  for  authority.' 

Mr.  VINTON  replied  that  that  was  a  question 
which  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  could 
answer  as  well  as  he  could.  Pie  then  expressed 
the  hope  that  the  Oregon  territorial  bill  would  not 
be  made  to  interfere  with  the  general  appropriation 
bills. 

Mr.  HARALSON  said  it  was  important  to  act 
speedily  on  this  message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  Our  citizens  who  were  now  inhab- 
itants of  Oregon  were  in  need  of  military  aid  to 
protect  them  against  the  Indian  tribes,  and  prompt 
action  was  necessary  to  give  them  that  aid.  He 
hoped  it  would  not  be  mixed  up  with  the  consider- 
ation of  the  Oregon  territorial  bill;  for  when  that 
bill  shall  come  up,  it  would  be  discussed  from 
day  to  dayiind  week  to  week,  and  hence  it  was 
important  to  give  this  message  such  a  direction — 
for  instance,  by  referring  it  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee— as  would  lead  to  the  furnishing  of  speedy 
relief  to  those  who  appealed  to  us  for  protection. 

How  could  this  be  done.'  They  were  separate 
questions;  both  embraced,  it  was  true,  in  themes- 
sage  of  the  President — one,  however,  urging  the 
importance  of  the  establishment  of  a  territorial 
government  in  Oregon;  and  the  other  a  specific 
recommendation  that  the  President  be  authorized 
to  raise  a  volunteer  force  for  the  purpose  of  going 
speedily  to  the  scerjp  of  these  disturbances,  and 
giving  relief  to  our  citizens  there.  He  would  pro- 
pose, then,  instead  of  the  motion  of  his  colleague, 
that  the  President's  m.essage  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  with  instructions 
to  that  committee  to  report,  and  to  report  forth- 
with, if  they  pleased,  a  bill  to  this  House  autho- 
rizing the  President  to  raise  a  sufficient  force  to 
proceed  forthwith  to  Oregon  to  give  our  citizens 
there  the  relief  they  demand.  Thus  speedy  relief 
would  be  afforded,  and  the  House  would  not  place 
themselves  in  the  attitude  of  disregarding  the  call, 
and  engaging  in  idle  debate  upon  subjects  discon- 
nected with  that  relief.  The  two  subjects  were 
not  connected  with  each  others  the  one  related 
to  the  establishment  of  a  territorial  government 
which  might  tend  ultimately  to  their  security 
against  the  encroachments  of  the  Indians;  and  the 
other  proposed  to  raise  a  military  force  for  their 
immediate  relief. 

Mr.  COBB  wished  to  make  the  simple  sugges- 
tion to  his  colleague  that  this  very  war  in  which 
the  people  of  Oregon  were  engaged  with  these  In- 
dian tribes  originated  in  consequence  of  the  failure 
of  this  Government  to  establish  Indian  agencies 
there  to  conciliate  and  control  them,  and  furnish 
them  those  articles  which  were  usually  given  to 
the  Indians,  and  were  necessary  for  carrying  on^ 
peaceable  relations  with  them.  That  was  one  of 
the  chief  causes  of  the  present  difficulties.  The 
establishment  of  Indian  agencies  would  be  more 
effective  towards  putting  an  end  to  this  war,  anjj 
restoring  friendly  relations,  than  all  the  regiments 
we  coufd  send.  They  needed  both;  but,  until 
Congress  gave  them  the  protection  of  law,  all  other 
measures  of  relief  were  merely  temporary,  and 
might  do  as  much  harm  as  good. 

Mr.  HARALSON  replini  that  he  had  just  voted 
to  make  the  Orogon  bill  the  special  order  for  an 
early  day,  and  he  trusted  he  should  not  be  consid- 
ered opposed  to  speedy  action.     But  he  asked  his 
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colleao:ue  if  he  did  not  know  that  it  was  utterly 
impossilile  to  have  as  prompt  action  on  the  terri-. 
torial  bill  ns  he  in  his  fervor  might  desire.  It  had 
already  been  intimated  that  there  were  various 
questions  which  miijiit  arise  in  the  discussion  of 
that  bill  upon  which  a  very  large  number  of  the 
members  might  desire  to  be  heard.  j 

Mr.  COBB  would  answer  his  colleague's  inter- 
rogatory wiili  great  pleasure,  by  telling  him  that 
there  was  not  a  question  which  could  arise  outof  the  j 
Oregon  bill,  either  in  its  present  form  or  as  it  might  , 
be  amended,  which  had  not  been  discussed  over; 
and  over  again;  and  upon  the  determination  of 
this  House  to  act,  or  not  to  act,  would  depend  the  j 
early  decision  or  the  postponement  of  the  ques- 
tion. I 
Mr.  HARALSON  agreed  that  some  of  the  ques- 
tions which  would  grow  out  of  the  Oregon  Terri- 
tory bill  had  been  discussed  year  afier  year  and 
eession  after  session,  but  urged  that  in  all  proba- 
bility they  would  be  discussed  again.  Could  any 
member  expect  that  the  questions  embraced  in  that 
bill  would  not  be  discussed  when  it  came  up  to  be 
acted  on?  He  perhaps  might  not  be  disjiosed  to 
enter  in  to  the  discussion,  but  other  gentlemen  would, 
and  one  already  bad  the  floor  upon  it,  and  it  would 
be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  close  the  debate  at 
an  early  day.  If  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
prevailed,  he  would  go  with  his  colleague  to  con- 
sider as  speedily  as  possible  the  Oregon  Territory 
bill;  if  it  failed,  he  should  move  to  refer  the  mes- 
sage to  the  CommUtee  on  Military  Affairs,  with 
instructions  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  making 
proper  provision  for  affording  immediate  security 
to  our  fieople  in  Oregon.  But  they  might  do  both; 
they  might,  and  he  hoped  they  would  as  soon  as 
possible,  proceed  to  consider  the  territorial  bill,  and 
then,  if  his  anticipations  were  fulfilled,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  might  report  the  bill  to 
afford  p  ompt  relief,  which  he  hoped  would  be 
passed  immediately,  and  then  gentlemen  could 
spend  the  time  in  discussing  the  bill  to  establish 
the  territorial  government. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  said  there  had  been  several 
instances  in  the  course  of  his  short  Congressional 
experience  in  which,  at  least,  there  had  been  this 
successful  experiment — that  some  pressing  emer- 
gency was  seized  hold  of,  because  it  was  pressing, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  providing  for  that  peculiar 
exigency,  but  of  taking  advantage  of  that  exigency 
to  carry  the  necessary  measure  together  with  some- 
thing else.  This  experiment  had  in  various  forms 
successfully  been  practised  upon  the  House.  He 
referred,  as  one  of  tlie  most  notable  in.stances,  to 
the  preamble  of  the  war  bill, as  thus  forced  through, 
in  connection  with  which  men  had  been  driven  to 
votes,  some  under  protest,  which  he  thought  many 
of  them  had  had  occasion  to  deplore;  if  they  had 
not,  the  country  had.  "  A  burnt  child  dreads  the 
fire."  He  was  inclined  from  this  experience  to 
say,  if  there  were  an  exigency  arising,  they  should 
confine  their  action  to  this  exigency,  and  not 
undertake  to  connect  with  it,  by  any  artificial  con- 
trivance, other  matters  which  had  no  necessary 
connection.  He  thought,  in  raising  the  army  for 
Mexico,  they  did  not  confine  their  action  to  the 
exigency;  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  on  this  occa- 
sion he  could  perceive  a  similar  attempt.  What 
was  the  state  of  the  rase?  We  had  been  informed 
that  our  inhabitants  who  had  gone  to  Oregon  were 
in  great  peril;  that  the  Indians  had  waged  war 
upon  them  and  had  already  committed  massacre 
and  blood.shed.  Very  well;  the  first  proposition 
offered  was  immediately  to  take  up  a  certain  bill  to 
estal/lish  a  territorial  government  in  Oregon.  Now, 
heasked  whether  that  bill  would  protect  the  people, 
ifitpa.ssed?  Would  it  stop  the  Indian  war  ?  Would 
it  affiH-d  relief  to  the  citizens  there?  Not  at  all;  it 
did  no  such  thing.  But  there  had  been  an  open 
avowal  of  another  purpo.se,  which  was  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  this  exigency  to  press  through  the  ter- 
ritorial bill  and  prevent  the  discussion  of  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery  in  that  Territory;  and  it  was  said, 
moreover,  that  the  subject  h.ul  been  talked  about 
tnough.  Now,  if  genllemnn  chose  to  allow  them- 
eelve.s,  after  this  purpo.se  had  been  avowed,  to  be 
coaxed  into  a  transaction  of  this  kind,  they  did  it 
with  their  eyes  open.     He  would  not. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Conn]  had 
said  that  Indian  agencies  should  be  established  over 
the  country.  Now,  the  Oregon  Territory  bill  con- 
tained no  provision  for  Indian  agencies;  there  was 
nothing  of  the  kind  in  it.  The  Indian  agencies 
wore  a  branch  of  the  Government  by  ihcmaclvcs; 


they  might  be  extended  to  as  much  or  as  little  of 
the  Indian  territory  as  Congress  thought  proper; 
they  were  entirely  independent  of  the  territorial 
governments.  Therefore  that  did  not  answer  the 
purpose. 

The  truth  was,  if  anything  was  wanted,  a  bill 
was  wanted  for  the  purpose  of  raising  troops  to  be 
sent  immediately  to  that  country.  Now,  he  wished 
to  be  distinctly  understood,  he  did  not  object  to 
raising  any  troops  if  necessary;  neither  had  he  any 
objection  that  this  message  should  be  sent  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  He  would,  how- 
ever, give  the  committee  no  instructions  about  it; 
he  would  send  it  to  them  expecting  that  they  would 
take  such  action  as  the  emergency  of  the  case  re- 
quired. He  did  not  object  to  anything  which  was 
really  necessary;  but  what  did  the  occasion  de- 
mand?   What  were  its  necessities? 

He  was  not  satisfied  with  the  reply  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  [Mr.  Cobb]  upon  a  sugges- 
tion that  had  been  raised.  Before  the  war  with 
Me.Kico  existed,  a  bill  had  been  brought  into  the 
House,  in  pursuance  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
President  himself,  providing,  with  a  view  to  the 
protection  against  the  Indian  tribes  of  emigrants  on 
their  way  to  Oregon,  for  the  erection  of  stockades 
and  block-house  forts  along  the  route,  and  autho- 
rizing a  regiment  of  mouiued  riflemen  to  be  raised 
for  this  specific  service.  [He  read  this  recommend- 
ation of  the  President,  and  an  extract  of  the  act.] 
The  act  was  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  raising 
a  regiment  of  mounted  riflemen,  and  establishing 
military  stations  on  the  route  to  Oregon."  This 
bill  was  passed  into  a  law,  as  recommended  by  the 
President,  for  the  express,  distinct  purpose  thus 
avowed  in  its  title.  The  President  could  not  have 
failed  to  know  the  intention  of  Congress.  And 
was  it  not  his  duty  to  carry  out  that  intention, 
when  it  was  known,  and  when  it  was  constitu- 
tional? But  they  were  told  that  inasmuch  as,  on 
looking  over  the  bill,  it  did  not  expressly  say  that 
the  President  should  not  use  this  force  elsewhere, 
he  had  sent  them  off  to  Mexico?  Who,  then,  was 
responsible  for  the  state  of  things  which  now  ex- 
isted there?  We  were  told  that  a  small  force  had 
been  put  on  the  way  to  Santa  Fe;  but  the  great  pur- 
pose for  v/hich  the  regiment  was  expressly  autho- 
rized by  Congress  had  been  totally  neglected  by  the 
Executive,  and  hence  the  inhabitants  in  Oregon 
had  suffered.  Who  was  responsible?  He  did  not 
stand  here  to  make  particular  charges  against  any- 
body, or  to  impute  bad  motives,  but  he  wished  it 
correctly  understood  that  it  was  not  true,  as  the 
message  implied,  that  Congress  had  failed  to  do  its 
duty  to  the  citizens  in  Oregon;  and  if  their  meas- 
ure had  not  answered  its  purpose,  it  was  because 
the  Executive  had  not  carried  out  the  clearly  ex- 
pressed intentions  of  Congress. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  was  understood  to  say  that  a 
part  of  a  regimeirt  were  now  employed  on  the  route 
to  Santa  Fe  and  to  Oregon  to  protect  emigrants. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  said  this  might  be  so,  but 
he  repeated  that  the  Executive  had  volated  the 
clearly  expressed  intentions  of  Congress  in  raising 
this  force,  and  animadverted  upon  the  insufliciency 
of  the  excuse  that  he  was  not  ex[iressly  prohibited 
from  sending  this  force  to  Mexico.  He  did  this 
with  a  view  to  have  the  facts  of  the  case  correctly 
understood.  The  fault,  if  fault  there  vvas,  did  not 
lie  upon  Congress,  for  ihcy  had  made  express  pro- 
vision for  this  case,  and  the  President  had  diverted 
the  force  to  other  service.  The  President  had  as- 
sumed to  send  our  troops  into  disputed  territory; 
he  certainly  had  the  right,  within  the  acknowledged 
limits  of  the  territory  of  the  United  Slates,  to  dis- 
pose of  the  army  as  he  saw  fit;  and  he  should 
always  have  a  reserve  force  sufficient  to  defend  the 
frontiers  in  any  contingency  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  Indians.  If  the  committee  and  the 
House  thought  that  additional  forces  should  be 
sent,  let  a  bill  be  passed  accordingly;  but  his  main 
purpose  was  to  object  against  the  emergency  being 
made  a  pretext  for  pn;ssing  through  the  Oregon 
Territory  bill  with  hot  haste  and  without  dis- 
cussion. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question. 

After  some  conversation  on  a  point  of  order — 

The  question  on  the  first  division,  viz.  on  laying 
on  the  table,  was  taken,  and  negatived. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  second  branch, 
viz;,  on  printing — 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Missi.ssippi,  said  he  intended 
to  favor  the  pr()[)osition  of  his  friend  from  Georgia 


who  last  had  the  floor,  [Mr.  Haralson,]  and  to 
express  very  briefly  his  opposition  to  the  course 
taken  by  his  other  friend  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Conn.]  He  was  as  willing  as  any  other  member 
of  Congress  that  the  two  Houses  should  act  \m- 
mediately  upon  the  proposition  to  give  eflicient 
and  immediate  relief  to  the  people  of  the  Territory 
of  Oregon.  He  believed  it  was  their  duty  to  afford 
that  aid  promptly.  But  he  objected  to  the  propo- 
sition of  his  friend  over  the  way,  [Mr.  Cobb,]  be- 
cause it  contemplated  the  hurried  passage  through 
the  House  of  a  bill  involving  the  most  important 
question  which  agitated  the  people  of  this  country. 
Whenever  that  question  was  fairly  before  Con- 
gress, he,  for  one,  desired  to  hear  it  discussed  by 
men  of  all  political  complexions,  and  from  every 
portion  of  the  Confederacy.  He  had  no  idea  of 
seeing  the  great  question  of  the  power  of  Congress 
over  the  Territories  forced  through  under  the  gag. 
Let  the  two  questions  be  separated;  let  the  mes- 
sage be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  and  they  report  that  sort  of  relief  which 
the  occasion  required;  and  when  the  Oregon  Ter- 
ritory bill  came  up,  let  them  have  a  full  and  fair  dis- 
cussion upon  the  territorial  question.  He  thought 
he  saw  the  object  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia; 
in  the  smoke  created  by  the  President's  message, 
in  the  excitement  at  the  condition  of  our  people  in 
Oregon,  to  force  this  question  through  under  the 
gag,  and  get  clear  of  this  question,  involving  the 
most  weighty  consequences  to  this  entire  Confed- 
eracy, and  especially  the  southern  portion  of  it. 
However  it  might  affect  Presidential  aspirants,  he 
could  not  sanction  the  atternpt  to  blink  the  ques- 
tion and  force  it  through  under  the  gag.  He  wished 
at  the  proper  time  to  express  his  views  upon  it,  as 
other  gentlemen  had  done  upon  occasions  when 
the  question  did  not  properly  arise.  He  was  not 
willing  that  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia who  had  first  addressed  the  House  should  go 
as  the  views  of  the  southern  portion  of  this  Con- 
federacy. He  hoped,  therefore,  the  gentleman's 
proposition  would  be  rejected,  and  that  of  the  other 
gentleman  from  Georgia  receive  the  sanction  of  the 
House.  Whether  the  views  of  gentlemen  might 
agree  with  those  of  others,  or  with  those  of  Presi- 
dential aspirants,  it  mattered  not;  let  every  gentle- 
man express  his  own  views  and  those  of  his  con- 
stituents boldly,  fearlessly.  This  he  intended  to 
make  his  course. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  said  he  had  introduced 
the  resolution  relative  to  the  Oregon  Territory  bill 
without  consultation  with  any  individual,  or  with- 
out knowing  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  send  in  the  message  which  had  this  morn- 
ing been  received,  but  upon  his  own  impression 
that  the  House  was  imperatively  called  to  act  upon 
this  measure  at  an  early  period.  He  was  aware 
that  the  general  appropriation  bills  had  already 
been  made  the  special  order,  and  that  they  were 
acting  under  it,  and  also,  as  had  been  stated  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
[iVlr.  Vinton,]  that  but  a  month  would  elapse  be- 
tween the  present  and  the  eon-miencement  of  the 
next  fiscal  year;  and  he  had  not,  therefore,  desired 
to  anticipate  these  bills,  but  had  proposed  to  nmke 
the  Oregon  bill  the  special  order  immediately  after 
they  had  been  disposed  of. 

The  gentleman  from  Vermont  imagined  he  sav(r 
in  this  proposition  an  effort  to  make  this  exi- 
gency a  pretext  for  rushing  through  this  territorial 
bill 

Mr.  COLLAMER  said  his  remark  did  not'ap- 
ply  to  the  gentleman  frem  Indiana. 

Mr.  SMITH  said,  if  any  such  purpose  had  been 
entertained  by  anybody,  it  was  not  by  him,  and 
proceeded  warmly  to  urge  the  imperative  duty  of 
Congress  long  ere  this  to  have  made  jirovisions  for 
a  government  for  Oregon.  It  was  now  something 
like  two  years  since  the  question  of  our  title  had 
lieen  relieved  from  all  doubt  and  controversy;  a 
population  of  ten  to  twelve  thousand  souls  and 
more  had  gone  there,  having  emigrated  from  almost 
every  Slate  in  the  Union;  they  were  surrounded  by 
savage  tribes,  who  were  making  incursions  upon 
them,  pillaging  their  property,  and  attacking  and 
murdering  them.  We  claimed  the  territory,  and 
the  reciprocal  obligation  rested  upon  us  to  extend 
to  them  the  fostering  care  and  protection  of  this 
Government;  wc  should  either  do  this  or  declare 
that  we  left  them  to  take  care  of  them-selvcs.  Un- 
less a  resolution  to  make  the  bill  a  special  order 
was  adopted,  the  session  would  pass,  and  it  would 
not  be  acted  on. 
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He  had  no  objection  to  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  to  refer  this  message  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  W  its  state- 
ments were  true — and  he  had  reason  to  believe  they 
were,  they  were  corroborated  from  other  sources — 
if  the  people  of  that  territory  were  now  preyed  upon 
by  Indians,  if  they  were  the  subjects  of  slaughter 
and  massacre,  we  ought  to  provide  means  for  their 
immcdfate  protection.  He  was  aware,  as  had  been 
stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  that  these 
tneans  had  been  furnished  at  a  former  period  by 
Congress,  but  they  had  been  diverted  to  another 
purpose,  and  it  was  enough  now  for  them  to  know 
that  protection  was  not  now  provided.  Let  the 
responsibility  of  diverting  the  military  force  rest 
where  it  might,  Congress  were  obliged  now  either 
to  call  back  that  force  or  provide  another.  He 
was  willing  that  that  force  should  be  provided. 

He  concurred  with  the  gentleman  from  IVlissis- 
sippi  that  the  questions  involved  in  this  bill  were  of 
the  highest  importance.  He  was  aware  that  a  new, 
and  not  only  a  new,  but  a  startling  doctrine  had 
been  propounded  in  this  House  and  elsewhere,  that 
this  Government  had  no  right  to  establish  territo- 
rial governments.  He  desired  to  see  this  question 
settled;  he  desired,  with  his  friend  from  iVIissis- 
sippi,  to  allow  the  largest  latftude  in  the  discussion 
of  this  and  collateral  questions,  and  he  was  willing 
to  meet  them.  He  did  not  desire  to  delay  the  action 
of  the  House  upon  the  measure  which  might  be 
necessary  for  the  immediate  protection  of  that  peo- 

E'e  until  these  other  subjects  could  be  discussed, 
et  the  message  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  or  some  other  appropriate  com- 
mittee, and,  when  it  was  reported,  let  it  receive  the 
prompt  action  of  the  House;  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
he  trusted  that  the  House  would  fix  on  a  time 
when  this  territorial  bill  would  be  brought  up, 
and  if  Congress  had  the  power  to  establish  a  ter- 
ritorial government,  let  it  be  known;  and,  if  they 
had  not,  let  the  people  there  be  informed  of  it,  and 
be  left  to  their  own  resources  to  form  a  government. 

Mr.  VENABLE  concurred  fully  with  the  gen- 
tlemen who  thought  they  should  adopt  immediate 
action  for  the  protection  of  the  people  of  Oregon, 
and  he  took  occasion  to  say  to  his  friend  from  Ver- 
mont, that  whatever  might  be  the  disposition  of 
others,  it  was  none  of  his  (Mr.  V.'s)  to  annex  this 
amendment  to  the  Oregon  bill  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  the  discussion  of  the  question  to  which 
the  gentleman  had  referred.  He  wished  to  stand 
rectus  in  curia  upon  that  question;  and  when  it 
came  up,  he  trusted  an  opportunity  would  be  af- 
forded him  of  giving  his  views  in  full.  A  more, 
important  and  interesting  question  had  never,  and 
could  never,  be  agitated.  He  was  unwilling,  by 
indirect  legislation  or  by  parliamentary  manoeuvre, 
to  avoid  any  question;  he  was  willmg  that  the 
world  should  know  any  political  opinion  he  held, 
and  to  give  full  expression  to  it,  affect  whatever 
individual  it  might. 

He  proceeded  to  vindicate  the  President  from  the 
charges  made  against  him  by  Mr.  Collamer,  and 
read  from  the  message  of  1845  recommending  the 
erection  of  stockades  and  block-house  forts,  and 
the  employment  of  a  mounted  regiment  on  the 
route  to  Oregon;  and  said  that  the  regiment  was 
raised,  and  they  were  told  by  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  that  tv/o  battalions  of  it  were  there. 

Mr.  BOWLIN,  (in  his  seat.)  Two  battalions 
of  a  regiment ! 

Mr.  VENABLE.  Two  battalions  of  a  regiment. 
Ah !  how  had  the  thing  diminished  and  come  down 
to  nothing!  Did  the  law  restrict  the  President  to 
one  particular  regiment,  if,  as  commander-in-chief 
of  the  army,  he  though  best  to  send  one  regiment 
there  instead  of  another .'  If  the  men  were  there — 
if  the  stockades  and  block-house  forts  were  there 
to  protect  the  emigrants  on  the  way  to  Oregon,  and 
not  in  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  the  President  was 
not  responsible.  He  had  carried  out  the  provisions 
of  the  law  of  Congress.  But  that  made  no  differ- 
ence with  some  gentlemen;  it  was  impossible  for 
the  President  to  suit  the  tastes,  inclinations,  and 
feelings  of  certain  individuals;  if  a  Democratic 
cook  prepared  the  food  it  was  either  too  salt  or  too 
fresh,  too  done  or  too  raw,  the  blame  must  be 
thrown  upon  the  President  at  any  rate! 

He  concurred  with  his  friend  from  Georgia, 
(Mr.  Haralson.)  He  would  detach  this  question 
from  party  strife,  from  slavery,  theWilmotproviso, 
and  other  political  questions.  When  the  voice  of 
distress  and  agony  came  up  to  us  from  those  who 
had  carried  their  wives  and  their  little  ones  into 


that  territory  under  the  expectation  of  our  protec- 
tion, let  them  afford  immediate  relief. 

His  principal  object  in  rising  was  to  inform  the 
people  everywhere  that  there  was  no  disposition, 
he  believed,  on  his  side  of  the  House,  and  it  was 
disclaimed  on  the  other,  to  blink  this  great  ques- 
tion. He  was  willing  to  discuss  it;  he  wanted  all 
its  principles  to  be  made  as  familiar  as  household 
words,  let  who  would  be  injured  by  it.  He  want- 
ed it  understood.  When  the  Oregon  bill  came  up, 
he  hoped  that  no  hurry  to  adjourn  or  anything  else 
would  prevent  a  thorough  discussion  and  under- 
standing of  each  other's  views.  If  the  platform  on 
which  he  and  those  who  thought  with  him  stood 
had  a  bad  foundation,  let  it  be  torn  from  them;  but 
let  it  be  understood  that  the  rights  of  the  southern 
portion  of  the  Confederacy  were  never  to  be  made 
the  subject  of  compromise.  He  felt  that  his  chil- 
dren were  the  legitimate  children  of  the  country; 
that  they  had  an  equal  interest  in  the  common 
property  of  the  Union,  and  no  man  should  say,  you 
have  no  right  to  put  your  foot  upon  the  territory 
of  the  Union.  With  his  heart's  blood  he  would 
defend  that  principle.  In  all  our  broad  territory, 
whether  acquired  by  purchase  or  conquesl,  by  ces- 
sion or  treaty,  his  children  and  the  children  of  his 
constituents  had  the  right  to  put  their  foot  and  their 
property,  and  to  demand  thjit  protection  which  the 
Co*istitutionof  the  United  Slates  gave  them.  When 
he  ceased  to  stand  by  this  right  he  hoped  to  be  de- 
nounced as  recreant  to  every  high,  noble,  and  holy 
feeling  which  should  fill  an  American  bosom. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  recalled  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  question  under  consideration,  and 
was  understood  to  confess  that  he  was  not  without 
suspicion  that  there  were  concealed  objects  lurk- 
ing beneath  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  which  looked  to  cutting  short  the  debat^ 
on  the 'territorial  bill.  He  heartily  responded  to 
the  sentiments  of  his  friend  from  Mississippi,  [Mr. 
Brown,]  who  did  not  wish  this  question  to  be 
suppressed.  He  had  no  desire  to  pin  these  two 
subjects  together,  and  dispose  of  them  under  the 
press  of  the  gag,  or  to  cut  off  any  part  of  this 
House  from  the  full  and  free  expression  of  any 
sentiment  which  they  might  hold.  He  was  will- 
ing to  give  prompt  relief  to  our  citizens  in  Oregon, 
and  it  seemed  to  him  best  to  adopt  the  very  sensi- 
ble suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  and 
refer  tlie  message  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs;  for  how  could  this  House  mature  the 
proper  bill  without  a  committee?  He  wished  to 
give  efficient  military  protection  both  to  residents 
and  to  emigrants  on  their  way  to  Oregon.  Let 
them  act  wisely;  let  no  ultra  object  influence  their 
legislation;  let  them  do  their  duty  to  the  country, 
and  not  bring  into  the  discussion  of  every  question 
small  and  great  subjects  which  were  not  connected 
with  it,  and  which  ought  not  to  be  brought  here. 
Whether  it  was  designed  to  affect  the  Presidential 
contest  which  was  coming  off  he  knew  not;  but, 
if  no  other  and  sinister  object  was  to  be  accom- 
plished, the  proper  course  was  to  refer  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  and  let  them  prepare  a 
bill  to  raise  a  sufficient  force  to  send  out  to  Oregon. 
Fie  was  willing  to  vote  for  it;  he  sympathized 
with  our  citizens  in  that  distant  country;  the  very 
first  speech  he  had  made  on  this  floor  was  in  their 
behalf,  and  he  was  willing  now  to  act  in  accord- 
ance with  it.  But  he  argued  that  there  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  such  hot  haste,  for  pressing  aside  all 
the  important  business  of  the  session. 

With  reference  to  the  question  of  establishing 
territorial  governments,  he  had  views  which  would 
conflict  with  those  of  some  other  gentlemen,  but 
which  he  believed  would  receive  the  support  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people.  He  did  not  desire  to 
mix  up  the  subject  with  other  questions  affecting 
the  Presidential  canvass.  So  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, he  recognized  no  ally  of  that  description. 
He  meant  to  fight  the  Presidential  contest  upon 
the  lofty  ground  on  which  it  ought  to  be  placed — 
upon  public  policy,  independent  of  local  interests, 
which  had  no  place  in  it,  upon  a  high  conservative 
policy,  opposed  to  the  recklessness  of  the  course 
of  the  present  Administration. 

So  believing,  he  was  unwilling  to  bring  up  the 
Oregon  bill  now,  but  expressed  his  preference  to 
adhering  to  the  order  of  business,  and  especially 
to  executing  the  special  order  by  disposing  of  the 
general  appropriation  bills  which  it  was  so  neces- 
sary to  pass,  as  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal 
year  was  at  hand.  By  this  coiu'se  the  general 
despatch  of  business  would  be  promoted 


Mr.  COBB  inquired  at  what  time  his  friend  from 
Alabama  thought  the  appropriation  bills  would  be 
passed?  And  why  they  had  not  been  passed  long 
ago? 

Mr.  HILLIARD  could  not  undertake  to  con- 
jecture when  they  would  be  passed,  if  topics  of 
this  kind  were  allov/ed  to  supersede  them.  But  if 
the  House  would  go  on  in  the  ordinary  course  of 
legislation,  they  would  be  able  to  dispose  of  them 
in  a  very  few  weeks.  He  would,  however,  refer 
to  his  friend  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  VI1N"T0N,  being  thus  appealed  to,  said,  if 
when  the  appropriation  bills  were  up,  all  other 
subjects  except  the  bill  were  to  be  discussed,  he 
could  not  form  a  conjecture  when  they  would  be 
disposed  of.  That  had  been  the  course  heretofore; 
the  discussion  had  been"about  things  totally  for- 
eign to  the  bills  before  the  House.  If  the  House, 
however,  would  pursue  the  course  indicated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  and  confine  the  debate 
to  the  bills  and  the  subjects  properly  involved,  the 
probability  was  that  they  would  be  passed  in  the 
course  of  all  the  next  month. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  said,  as  to  why  it  had  not 
already  been  done,  the  gentleman  could  as  well 
answer  as  himself,  having  watched  the  course  of 
business  as  closely. 

H!e  was  anxious  that  they  should  act  on  the 
Oregon  bill;  he  was  anxious  also  tliat  this  message 
should  be  acted  on,  and  was  in  favor  of  referring 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs;  and  when 
reported  it  could  be  acted  on  with  little  delay,  after 
which  they  would  have  time  to  discuss  the  other 
very  delicate  question  upon  this  floor.  While  the 
section  of  the  country  he  in  part  had  the  honor  to 
represent  asked  no  exclusive  favors,  it  would  sub- 
mit to  no  exclusive  deprivations;  while  it  did  not 
appeal  to  the  g^erosity  of  the  Government,  it  ap- 
pealed to  its  justice;  it  held  it  to  its  constitution  and 
compromises;  and  while  they  were  unwilling  to 
offend  the  feelings  of  any  gentleman  who  acted 
with  them,  they  never  would  merge  the  rights  of 
that  section  for  any  other  object  near  or  remote, 
nor  support  any  gentleman  who  did  not  heartily 
agree  with  them  in  all  the  great  conservative 
measures  which  formed  an  issue  before  the  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  NICOLL  obtained  the  floor,  and,  after  some 
conversation — at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Haralson 
and  others,  having  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
motion  to  print,  to  refer  to  the  Committ^eeon  Mili- 
tary Affairs — demanded  the  previous  qifestion. 

The  demand  was  seconded,  and  the  main  ques- 
tion ordered,  and  being  taken,  the  amendment  and 
motion  as  amended  were  successively  agreed  to, 
and  then  the  message  was  referred  to  the  Com-^ 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs  and  printed. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  resolution  of  Mr. 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  to  make  the  Oregon  territorial 
bill  the  special  order  immediately  after  the  general 
appropriation  bills  are  disposed  of,  and  so  to  con- 
tinue from  day  to  day  (except  Fridays  and  Satur-_ 
days)  until  disposed  of — 

The  SPEAKER  ruled  out  of  order  the  amend- 
ment of  which  Mr.  Bowlin  had  given  notice,  and 
which  he  now  offered,  making  the  Oregon  bill  the 
special  order  for  this  day  and  until  disposed  of,  and 
for  this  purpose  postponing  all  previous  special 
orders. 

Considerable  conversation  ensued  upon  this 
point  of  order,  but  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was 
acquiesced  in  without  appeal. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  demanded 
the  previous  question;  which  was  seconded,  and 
under  its  operation  the  original  resolution  of  Mr. 
Smith  was  adopted. 

PROPOSED  ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  asked  the  general  consent  of 
the  House  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  to  close 
the  present  session  of  Congress,  by  an  adjourn- 
ment sine  die,  on  Monday,  July  10,  at  12  o'clock, ' 
meridian. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  said  the  resolution  was 
not  now  before  the  House,  and  tlierefore,  ni  order 
that  they  might  put  themselves  in  a  aniduion  to 
adjourn,  he  would  move  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  the  busi- 
ness before  them. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said  he  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  his  resolu- 
tion, and  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon. 

Mr.  COBB  contended   that  the  gentleman  was 
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too  late,  and  that  he  could  not  now  submit  such  a 
motion. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  from 
Georo^iti  that  the  gentleman  from  Massacliusetts 
had  possession  of  tlie  floor,  he  having  risen  to  sub- 
mit a  resolution,  and  to  move  a  suspension  of  the 
■  rules  for  its  admission. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  then  again  moved  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  and  asked  for  tlie  yeas  and  nays 
thereon,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Cobb  asked  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts what  time  lie  proposed  to  fix  by  his  reso- 
lution for  the  adjournment  of  Congress. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  replied  the  lUth  of  July. 

Mr.  COBB  said  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  had.  this  morning  informed 
them  that  the  appropriation  bills  would  not  be  got 
through  with  before  the  1st  of  July,  and  then  there 
would  be  the  army  bill,  the  Oregon  bill,  and  others 
of  great  importance. 

The  SPEAKER  interposed,  and  informed  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  that  the  question  was  not 
debatable. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  suspend- 
ing the  rules,  and  resulted  thus — yeas  113,  naya 
69;  so  the  rules  were  not  suspended.* 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  Senate  bill  concerning  Spanish  steam 
vessels  was  passed  by  the  House  on  Saturday 
last.     The  motion  was  laid  over  for  tlie  present. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  moved  to  suspend  the  rules, 
to  enable  him  to  offer  a  resolution  to  make  the  post 
route  bill  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Friday 
next.  It  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  88, 
nays  82.  Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative, 
the  rules  were  fiot  suspended. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  to  enable  him  to  ofler  a  resplution  making 
Senate  bill  to  repair  the  dam  at  the  head  of  Cum- 
berland Island,  m  the  Ohio  river,  and  the  several 
river  and  liarbor  bills  of  the  House,  the  special 
order  of  the  day  after  the  Oregon  bill  was  dis- 
posed of,  and  so  to  continue,  Fridays  and  Satur- 
days excepted,  until  disposed  of. 

After  several  inquiries  from  members — 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  moved  an 
adjournment.     Lost. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  suspending  the 
rules  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  there  were — yeas  100, 
nays  67. 

Two-thirds  not  voting  in  favor  thereof,  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  re- 
.solved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
slate  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Daniel  P.  King,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
service  of  the  Post  Office  Department. 

When  the  committee  was  last  in  session  on  this 
bill,  Mr.  RiiETT  moved  to  amend  the  item: 

"  For  tr;ins[)oit;iti()ii  of  tlio  inuils  within  lli^  United  hitalo;", 
%iJ,.J40,700,"  liy  riNliir'ing  thu  stun  lo  fy-2,4i)r,,700,  and  iiddiiii,' 
to  tlie  end  of  liio  item  lliu  words,  "  for  tin;  tran-ipurtalion  of 
the  mail  in  steaiii-vcsstls  between  C'harlototi  and  Havana, 
$45,000." 

Which  amendment  was  amended  by  adding 
thereto  the  following,  (moved  by  Mr.  King,  of 
Georgia:) 

The  said  f  tcatners  to  be  employed  in  the  conveyance  of 
the  mail  from  C'liarles-ton  to  Havana  sliall  stop,  going  and  re- 
turniiii!,  at  .-^avannahjin  Georgia,  to  deliver  and  receive  let- 
ters, piipers,  pa.ssengers,  and  freiglit ;  provided  there  .shall  be 
no  increase  of  compensation  therefor.  The  said  steamers 
shall  also  be  commanded  by  oHieers  of  the  navy  not  below 
the  grade  of  lieutenant,  and  .shall  receive  four  midshipmen 
on  honril  as  ualeli  ottieers  ;  the  said  olhcersto  be  uecoinmo- 
daled  without  enaiue  to  the  Government. 

Mr.  KING  then  moved  further  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  adding  the  following: 

Provided,  That  the  contract  made  Jby  the  Postmaster 
General  for  the  traii-portiition  of  the  mail  from  Charleston, 
via  Havaniiah  and  Key  West,  to  Havana,  in  hereby  trans- 
ferred to  the  Navy  Ui^partment,  and  placed  under  the  care 
and  direction  of  tin;  Serret;iry  of  the  Navv,  who  shall  ap- 
point a  skillful  naval  con.strnctor  to  superintend  the  con- 
btruction  of  the  steamcru  to  be  employed  in  said  service. 

The  question  on  this  latter  amendment  was 
pending  when  the  committee  rose  on  the  IHth  in- 
stant. 

Mr.  RHETT  exnlained  that  this  amendment 
was  necessary  in  order  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  a  contract  which  had  already  been  entered  into 
by  the  Po.stmnsler  General  with  certain  individu- 
als for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  by  steam  be- 
tween Charleston  and  the  Havai.u.     In  the  faith 


of  this  contract  one  of  the  steamers  was  in  pro- 
gress of  construction,  and  provision  had  been 
made  for  the  building  of  another.  -  The  Postmas- 
ter Genei-al  had  supposed  that  the  sum  inserted 
in  this  bill  for  genei-al  mail  transportation  would 
have  been  sufficient  to  cover  this  contract;  but  it 
turned  out  otherwise,  and  hence  the  necessity  for 
inserting  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  was  desirous  of  amending  this 
amendment,  l)ut  Mr.  RHETT  objected,  and  raised 
the  point  of  order  that  it  would  not  be  in  order  to 
amend  the  amendment,  because  tellers  had  been 
ordered  upon  it. 

This  point  was  argued  by  Messrs.  RHETT, 
SCHENCK,  and  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama;  when 
Mr.  R.  not  pressing  his  objection,  the  CHAIR 
ruled  to  receive  Mr.  Schenck's  ainendment,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  require  that  these  steamers 
should  be  so  constructed,  that  while  the  direct  pur- 
pose of  their  construction  was  the  transportation 
of  the  mail,  they  might  be  suscepti  ble  of  a  transform- 
ation into  war  steamers,  if  the  exigencies  of  the 
Government  should  render  such  an  addition  to  the 
strength  of  the  navy  expedient  or  necessary. 

Mr.  S.  thought  we  ought  not  to  refuse  to  be  in- 
structed by  the  experience  of  other  countries;  and 
j  he  then  refened  to  the  policy  observed  by  Great 
Britain  in  the  building  of  her  mail  steamers,  which 
had  purposely  been  so  planned  that  each  of  her 
large  mail  vessels  might  at  pleasure  become  a  ves- 
sel of  war.  If  this  contract  should,  as  had  been 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
King,]  be  transferred  from  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment to  that  of  the  Navy,  the  contract  might,  with 
the  assent  of  the  contractors,  be  so  modified  as  to 
efl'ect  the  purpose  he  had  indicated.  But  unless 
such  an  ulterior  use  of  these  steamers  should  be 
provided  for,  Mr.  S.  would  be  compelled,  however 
reluctantly,  to  vote  against  the  whole  appropria- 
tion, as  he  could  not  consent  to  incur  such  an  ex- 
penditure for  mail  transportation  solely. 

Mr.  STRONG  wanted  the  question  divided,  so 
as  to  get  a  separate  vote  on  the  appropriation  of 
$45,000  for  these  steamers  between  Charleston  and 
the  Havana,  the  propriety  of  which  appropriation 
he  was  disposed  to  question. 

A  long  and  desultory  discussion  on  order  here 
arose,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  such  a  vote  might 
be  reached  in  conformity  with  the  rules. 

It  was  at  length  suggested  by  Mr.  FICKLIN 
that  a  vote  on  the  amendment  as  amended  would 
accomplish  the  gentleman's  purpose. 

The  amendinent  to  the  amendment  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  question  recuri'ed  on  the  amendment 
as  amended,  when  it  was  carried:  Ayes  75,  noes 
41. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  to  amend  the  item  "  for 
mail  depredations  and  special  agents,  fJ12,000," 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "  for"  the  words  "  the 
detection  and  prevention  of;"  so  that  it  would  read 
"for  the  detection  antl  prevention  of  mail  depre- 
dations," &c. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  reading  of  the  bill  was  continued,  and  when 
completed,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the 
bill  as  amended. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  or- 
dered; but  before  being  put. 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  Jt/ay  29,  1848. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
the  following  letter: 

Washington,  May  29,  1848. 
Sir:  1  hereby  resign  my  seat  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  Slates  as  one  of  the  Senators  from  the 
State  of  Michigan. 

I  have  the  lionor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

ILEW.  CASS. 
Hon.  Geo.  M.  Dallas, 

Vice  President  of  the  United  Stales. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  FELCH, 
Ordered,  That   the  Vice  President  inform   the 
Governor  of  Michigan  of  said  resignation. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
transmitting  a  memorial  and  other  papers  from  the 
Governor  and  "Legislative  Assembly"  of  Oregon, 
invoking  the  aid  and  prot;?ctioii  of  the  Govern- 


ment of  the  United  States.  [For  the  Message,  see 
House  proceedings.] 

Mr.  BRIGHT  moved  that  the  message  and  doc- 
uments be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries, and  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  said  that  there  was  no  neces- 
sity for  any  reference  of  the  subject  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Territories,  as  that  cominittee  had 
already  done  what  the  President  recommended; 
and  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  has  also  re- 
ported a  bill  to  grant  donations  of  land  and  for  the 
appointment  of  Indian  agents;  which  bills  were 
only  now  awaiting  the  action  of  the  Senate.  There 
was,  therefore,  no  necessity  for  a  reference  of  the 
subject  to  either  of  those  committees,  if  indeed  at 
all;  but,  if  the  Senate  thought  it  ought  to  be  re- 
ferred, there  might  be  some  propriety  in  sending 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  so  much  of  it 
as  related  to  the  raising  of  the  additional  regiment 
of  mounted  men,  as  there  was  no  law  authorizing 
the  President  to  raise  this  force.  He  suggested 
the  reference  of  the  message  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  signified  his  acquiescence  in  this 
course;  and  the  message  and  documents  were 
accordingly  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  three  several  memorials, 
numerously  signed  by  inhabitants  of  Maine,  asking 
that  an  inquiry  may  be  instituted  by  Congress  as  to 
whether  the  slave  trade  is  carried  on  in  tlie  District 
of  Columbia;  and,  if  so,  under  what  authority  of 
law.  The  motion  to  receive  these  petitions  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  petition  from  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
asking  the  construction  of  a  post  route  from  Phila- 
delphia to  New  York,  in  the  shape  of  a  railroad; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  a  petition  from  Jedediah 
Gray,  asking  a  pension  for  injuries  received  while 
in  the  service  of  the  Ordnance  department;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BELL  presented  a  petition  from  Samuel  F. 
Read,  asking  compensation  for  a  horse  taken  for 
the  United  States  service  during  the  Florida  war; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  the  western  district  of  Louisiana,  asking  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  judicial  district  north  ofRed  river, 
in  that  State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Coinmit- 
tee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Also,  a  petition  from  citizens  of  Louisiana,  in 
favor  of  the  purchase  of  Mount  Vernon;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CRITTENDEN  presented  a  petition  from 
Lawrence  M.  Morton  and  others,  clerks  in  the 
pay  department  of  the  army  at  New  Orleans,  asking 
an  increase  of  compensation;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  C.  observed  that  the  memorial  was  couched 
in  respectful  and  appropriate  language,  and  he 
thought  the  prayer  reasonable,  and  that  it  ought  to 
be  granted. 

Mr.  NILES  presented  a  petition  from  Candace 
Munn,  asking  to  be  allowed  a  pension;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

REPORTS   FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  YULEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  memorial  of  William  Norris, 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  YULEE  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  memorials  of 
Sarah  Hebbard  and  Sarah  Ann  Hart. 

Mr.  YULEE  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  repm't  in  the  case  of  Abel  Gregg. 

Mr.  YULEE  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  the  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  more 
equitable  distribution  of  the  navy  pension  fund, 
recotTimending  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  YULEE  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  memorial  of  John  Baldwin. 

Mr.  YULEE  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Simon- 
ton,  with  an  ainendment  substituting  a  new  bill. 

Mr.  YULEE  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  memorials  of  John  Erickson  and  of 
Ann  Kelly,  and  made  a  report  in  each  case. 

Mr.   BRADBURY,  from   the  Committee    on 
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Claims,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Amos  Hoiton, 
on  the  ground  of  insufficient  evidence. 

Mr.  BADGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Fran- 
cis M.  Hoiton,  without  amendment,  and  a  report 
recommending  its  passage. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  a  bill  to  punish  violations  of  the 
secret  proceedings  of  Congress;  which  was  read  a 
first  time. 

[This  bill  provides  that  an'y  person  who  shall 
abstract,  receive,  or  carry  away  from  any  one  hav- 
ing the  lawful  custody  or  possession  thereof,  or 
from  where  the  same  may  have  been  deposited  or 
placed,  any  paper,  document,  or  communication, 
or  any  copy  of  the  same,  or  part  thereof,  or.any 
minute  or  report  of  the  proceedings,  shall,  on  con- 
viction before  any  United  States  court  having 
criminal  jurisdiction,  be  adjudged  guilty  of  a  mis 
demeanor,  and  punished   by  a  fine  not  less  than 

dollars,  and  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  more 

than ,  nor  less  than .     It  also  makes 

the  same  punishment  applicable  to  those  who, 
having  the  lawful  custody,  charge,  or  control  of 
such  papers,  either  give,  lend,  or  otherwise  com- 
municate the  same,  or  print  or  publish  them. 
And,  in  all  cases  of  such  contempt,  it  is  made  the 
duty  of  the  marslial  of  the  District  to  take  the  cul- 
prits into  custody,  and  retain  them  in  the  public 
jail,  according  to  the  tenor  and  terms  of  the  order 
of  commitment.] 

Mr.  WEBSTER  rose  and  stated,  that  at  the  last 
session  asumhad  been  appropriated  for  the  erection 
of  a  light-house  at  the  western  end  of  Long  Island 
Sound,  and  some  progress  was  made  in  the  work. 
Some  causes  had  occurred  to  delay  the  construc- 
tion. He  wished  to  submit  a  resolution  of  inquiry, 
which  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  agree  to.  For 
want  of  this  light,  the  Government  had  very  recent- 
ly  sustained  a  heavy  loss.  He  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  inform  the 
Senate  what  progres.?  has  been  made  in  the  erection  of  a 
light-houstf  on  Execution  Rocks,  under  the  act  of  3d  March, 
1847,  and  What  causes  have  occurred  to  delay  the  comple- 
tion of  that  work. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Benton  he  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Cass,  resigned,  and 
that  the  Cliair  (ill  the  vacancy. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  nominated  Mr.  Bor- 
land to  supply  the  vacancy  thus  occasioned. 

An  immense  number  of  private  bills  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  were  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  their  titles,  and  appropriately  re- 
ferred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  Indian  department;  and  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance having  been  adopted — 

Mr.  ATCHISON  said  he  had  been  instructed 
by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  move  an 
amendment  to  the  bill.  He  was  not  at  this  mo- 
men  t  prepared  to  offer  the  amendment,  and  he  would 
therefore  move  that  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  be  postponed  until  to-morrow;  which  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NILES,  the  prior  orders  were 
postponed,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  from  the  House  to  amend  the 
act  to  provide  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail 
between  the  United  States  and  foreign  countries, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  NILES  having  explained  the  object  of  the 
bill  and  amendments  reported  by  the  committee — 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  one  of  the  amendments,  which  was  agreed 
to,  after  some  explanations  between  Mr.  Niles  and 
Mr.  Davis. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  amend  the  first  section  of 
the  bill  by  striking  out  the  words  which  empower 
custom-house  officers  to  open  packages  to  search 
for  letters. 

Mr.  H.  thought,  as  the  bill  now  stood,  it  gave  a 
power  to  the  custom-house  officers  which  might  be 
much  abused.  He  thought  the  power  to  break 
open  packages,  on  suspicion  that  they  might  con- 
tain letters,  was  too  great  to  be  conferred  on  any 
officer. 

Mr.  NILES  said  the  clause  only  referred  to  for- 
eign steam  vessels.  Frauds  had  taken  place,  and 
if  we  undertake  to  legislate  at  all,  we  should  make 
the  legislation  eflcctual. 


Trte  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  David  Myerle. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  a  provision  that  Myerle,  before  re- 
ceiving the  amount  appropriated  by  the  bill,  should 
give  bonds,  with  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  secure  the  payment, 
out  of  the  sum,  to  certain  creditors,  who,  as  was 
alleged,  had  furnished  him  with  hemp,  to  enable 
him  to  fulfill  his  contract  with  the  Government. 

Some  discussion  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
BAGBY,  UNDERWOOD,  BENTON,  CRIT- 
TENDEN, and  BADGER,  took  part;  when— 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  Wed- 
nesday. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  May  30,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  first  question 
before  the  House  was  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the. service  of  the  Post  Office  Department  for  the 
year  ending  June  3U,  1849;  which  question  was 
pending  when  the  House  adjourned  yesterday,  and 
on  which  the  previous  question  was  operating. 

The  question  was  put  on  agreeing  to  the  first 
amendment,  viz:  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Rhett,  which  was  amended  by  adding  tliereio  the 
amendments  moved  by  Messrs.  King,  of  Georgia, 
and  ScHENCK. 

The  question  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays: 
Yeas  75,  nays  77. 

The  other  amendments  were  then  read  and  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  whom  were  referred  the  amend- 
ments of  tlie  Senate  to  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1849,  reported  the  same 
back  to  the  House,  with  the  recommendation  that 
the  House  concur  in  said  amendments  of  the 
Senate. 

A  QUESTION  OF  ORDER. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON, 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Toombs,  of  Georgia, 
in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to  consider  the  above- 
mentioned  bdl, and  the  Senate's  amendments  there- 
to. 

Mr.  RHETT  obtained  the  floor,  and  observed 
that  it  was  his  purpose  on  this  occasion  to  depart 
in  what  he  had  to  say  from  the  subject  directly 
before  the  committee,  and  speak  of  some  other 
matters  which  were  connected  with  the  intei-ests  of 
the  American  people,  and  with  the  existing  state 
of  things. 

Mr.  VINTON  hereupon  rose  to  order.  The 
gentleman  had  with  great  frankness  given  notice 
to  the  committee,  that  what  he  intended  to  say 
would  not  be  on  the  bill  or  amendment  immediate- 
ly before  the  committee,  but  on  something  else. 
It  was  very  true,  that  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  great  latitude  of  debate 
was  usually  allowed,  but  not,  as  was  nov/  frankly 
avowed,  a  total  departure  from  the  subject  before 
the  committee  for  discussion.  All  remarks  than 
those  which  had  reference  to  the  subject  under 
consideration  would  be  irrelevant  and  wholly  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  RHETT  said  that  most  certainly  he  had 
not  risen,  avowing,  as  he  had  done,  his  intention 
to  discuss  other  matters  than  those  connected  with 
the  bill  before  the  committee,  without  having  first 
fortified  himself  with  precedents  to  sustain  him  in 
such  a  course.  When  the  post  office  bill  had  re- 
cently been  under  consideration  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  and  a  gen- 
tleman had  commenced  a  speech  upon  the  Mexican 
war,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  had  called  him 
to  order  for  irrelevancy,  and  ruled  him  to  be  out 
of  order  in  speaking  to  a  subject  not  before  the 
committee;  but  on  an  appeal  from  that  decision,  it 
had  been  reversed,  and  it  was  held  that  when  the 
House   was  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 


state  of  the  Union,  a  member  might  speak  on  any 
subject  he  pleased. 

The  CHAIR  ruled  Mr.  Rhett  to  be  out  of 
order. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  RHETT  took  an  ap- 
peal, referring  to  the  decision  by  the  House  in 
opposition  to  the  Chairman  on  the  occasion  men- 
tioned. The  only  difference  in  the  question  then 
and  now,  lay  in  this:  that  on  the  former  occasion, 
the  committee  had  had  the  post  office  bill  before 
them,  and  now  they  had  the  Military  Academy 
bill. 

Tellers  were  demanded  on  the  vote  to  be  taken, 
and  ordered. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  rejoiced  that  the  ques- 
tion had  been  presented  for  decision.     There  was 
now  an  opportunity  to  get  a  decision  that  should* 
guide  the  future  course  of  the  House  in  cases  of 
this  kind. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  insisted  that  this 
was  a  very  different  case  from  that  when  the  House 
had  been  in  committee  on  the  post  office  bill.  It 
had  now  no  entire  bill  before  it,  but  simply  an 
amendment  sent  back  from  the  Senate  on  one  soli- 
tary isolated  point,  viz:  theappointment  of  a  Board 
of  Visiters  to  attend  the  annual  examination  at 
West  Point  for  the  present  year.  This  differed 
entirely  from  ordinary  cases  of  bills  taken  up  in 
Committeeof  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  the  practice  of  the  House  on  such  bills  ought 
not  to  be  considered  as  a  precedent  for  this  case. 

Mr.  RHETT  could  not  see  thedistinction  which 
the  gentleman  considered  as  so  broad  and  obvious. 
The  committee  were  upon  an  amendment  to  a  bill, 
and  it  made  no  difference  in  principle  whether  that 
amendment  had  originated  in  the  House  itself  or 
in.  the  Senate.  When  the  House  was  in  commit- 
tee on  the  state  of  the  Union,  anything  that  in  any 
way  afiected  the  state  of  the  Union  was  admissi- 
ble and  in  order.  Ever  since  Mr.  R.  had  had  the 
honor  of  a  seat  here,  such  had  been  the  practice; 
and,  as  he  had  before  stated,  when  a  contrary  de- 
cision had  been  attempted,  the  House  had  over- 
ruled  it. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Virginia,  said  that  it  mattered 
not  what  had  been  the  practice  in  times  past,  the 
Flouse  could  make  a  new  decision  now;  and  he 
trusted  they  would,  and  such  a  decision  as  would 
for  the  future  keep  gentlemen  within  legitimate 
bounds  of  order,  and  prevent  such  violations  of  all 
parliamentary  principle  as  had  been  witnessed  in 
that  Hall,  and  more  especially  during  the  present 
session.  The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  gave 
notice  beforehand  that  he  should  not  speak  to  the 
bill  before  the  committee,  but  about  something  else; 
and  after  this  frank  annunciation  asked  the  gentle- 
men to  sit  and  hear  him.  Mr.  B.  hoped  that,  in- 
stead of  doing  this,  they  should  sustain  the  decision 
of  the  Chair.  Mr.  B.,  for  one,  was  ready  to  do  so 
by  his  vote,  and  hoped  to  see  an  end  put  to  this 
wandering  all  over  the  world  in  rambling  speeches, 
instead  of  speaking  to  the  subject  on  which  the 
committee  was  called  to  act. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  he  should  entirely  agree  with 
his  colleague,  were  it  now  earlier  in  the  session, 
and  the  practice  was  now  to  be  originally  settled; 
but,  having  allowed  the  liberty  to  others,  he 
thought  it  would  seem  invidious  if  the  committee 
should  now  rigidly  enforce  the  strictness  of  par- 
liamentary law.  The  ruling  of  the  Chair  was 
undoubtedly  right,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
House.  It  was  for  the  House  to  relax  the  appli- 
cation of  its  own  rules,  and  not  for  its  Chairman 
to  do  it. 

Mr.  WOODWARD  could  not  sustain  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Chair.  The  rules  did  not  and  could 
not  define  with  exactness  the  range  of  debate. 
They  declared  that  an  enlarged  liberty  of  debate 
should  be  permitted  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
but  not  how  large  that  liberty  should  be.  The 
rules  not  having  defined  it,  its  limitation  must  be 
only  by  the  practice  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SIMS  here  read  two  rules  of  order,  one 
declaring  that  in  the  House  gentlemen  should  con- 
fine their  remarks  to  the  qu'estioii  in  debate,  and 
the  other  that  the  rules  of  the  House  should  be  ap- 
plicable in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Of  course, 
a  member  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  could  not 
speak  on  questions  not  under  debate. 

Mr.  WOODWARD  resumed,  and  still  insisted 
that  no  rule  could  exactly  define  how  large  the 
sphere  of  debate  should  be;  that  must  be  left  to  be 
settled  by  the  practice  of  the  House.  And  what 
was  the  practice  on  this  subject  ?    It  was  notorious 


794 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


May  30, 


that  on  bills  of  almost  every  character  speeches  of  a 
general  character  on  the  politics  of  the  country  had 
been  permitted  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
slate  of  liifi  Union. 

Mr.  BURT  held  the  decision  of  the  Chair  to  be 
manifestly  improper.  The  rules  read  by  his  col- 
league were  rules  of  the  House;  but  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  anything- 
that  affected  the  state  of  the  Union  generally  was 
strictly  pertinent  and  in  order.  When  this  com- 
mittee rose,  its  chairman  would  report  to  the  House 
that  the  committee  "  had  had  under  consideration 
the  state  of  the  Union  generally,  and  particularly 
such  and  such  a  bill."  Why  was  it  that  there  was 
such  a  fluttering  the  moment  his  colleague  had 
announced  his  determination  to  speak,  in  answer 
to  a  speech  of  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (un- 
derstood to  mean  Mr.  Bayly,)  on  a  subject  not 
connected  with  the  matter  of  the  bill  before  the 
committee,  and  which  speech  itself  had  had  as  little 
connection  with  the  bill  under  discussion  when  it 
was  made,  and  had  been  therefore  just  as  much 
out  of  order  as  the  answer  to  it  would  be  .'  Mr.  B. 
insisted  that  it  was  his  colleague's  right  to  speak 
on  any  subject  he  chose;  and  he  demanded  it  on 
his  behalf,  as  an  act  of  justice. 

Mr.  DUER  considered  the  rule  of  the  House 
limiting  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  as  a 
very  bad  rule;  but  the  practice  of  the  House  had 
rela.Kcd  its  strictness,  and  granted  an  enlarged  free- 
dom of  discussion.  The  practice  on  this  subject 
had  been  uniform,  and  ainounted  to  a  common  law, 
established  by  precedents  If  the  House  wished 
to  alter  this  practice,  they  had  to  make  a  new  rule. 
Mr.  D.  had  tlxat  sense  of  equal  justice  within 
him  which  would  ever  induce  him  to  treat  with 
perfect  fairness  every  gentleman,  whatever  might 
be  his  political  opinion.  So  far  as  he  himself  was 
concerned,  therefore,  (and  he  believed  he  might 
say  so  far  as  gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the  House 
were  concerned,)  the  appeal  had  been  quite  unne- 
cessary, as  there  was  no  disposition  to  deny  to 
gentlemen  on  one  side  of  the  House  what  had  been 
granted  so  often  to  those  on  the  other.  It  was  im- 
possible to  shut  out  from  discussion  great  ques- 
tions which  agitated  the  people  of  this  Union. 
They  ought  to  be  discussed,  and  they  would  be. 
Why,  then,  was  the  discussion  of  them  out  of 
order?  Because  the  existing  rules  which  the  House 
had  estaljlished  to  regulate  its  proceedings  prevent- 
ed members  from  speaking  what  they  wished,  so 
that  they  could  not  be  strictly  in  order  if  they 
spoke  freely  what  they  desired  to  speak,  and  what 
ought  to  be  spoken.  Mr.  D.  himself  desired  to 
speak  on  what  he  believed  to  be  the  subject  on 
which  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Rhett]  had  intended  to  address  the  committee. 
If  the  House  would  so  modify  its  rules  that  they 
would  not  prevent  proper  discussion  in  committee, 
why  then  he  would  be  as  much  in  favor  as  any 
one  of  a  strict  enforcing  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  was  sorry  to  differ  in 
opinion  from  the  worthy  gentleman  from  New 
York;  but  the  gentleman  was  certainly  mistaken 
in  supposing  that  the  rules  of  order  prevented  such 
a  discussion  as  that  in  v;hich  he  seemed  desirous  to 
engage.  There  was  always  an  opportunity,  with- 
out the  violation  of  any  rule,  to  entertain  the  widest 
discussion  on  the  general  concerns  and  politics  of 
the  country.  That  opportunity  was  afforded  when 
the  message  of  the  Executive  was  received  in  the 
opening  of  each  session  of  Congress.  That  docu- 
ment was  prof)erly  of  the  widest  and  most  general 
character,  com[irehending  a  general  view  of  the 
whole  state  and  interests  of  the  country.  At  that 
period  of  the  session  its  buisiness  was  just  assu- 
ming shape — it  was  in  a  state  of  preparation,  but 
was  not  yet  laid  before  the  House  and  referred  to 
the  .several  standing  committees  There  was  noth- 
ing which  compelled  prompt  action;  but  an  interval 
occurred  in  which  it  was  proper  and  appropriate 
to  indulge  in  the  most  enlarged  and  general  discus- 
sion. But  when  the  business  of  the  House  was 
prepared,  referred,  and  seriously  commenced,  how 
could  any  gentleman  of  business  (such  as  Mr.  I. 
well  knew  his  friend  from  New  York  lobe)  desire 
that  all  those  rules  should  be  trampled  under  foot, 
thevery  object  of  which  was  to  secure  a  prompt 
and  orderly  discharge  of  the  ]niblic  business?  How 
could  he  desire  that  when  a  subject  was  referred 
to  a  commilif'c  to  be  discussed  and  acted  upon, gen- 
tlemen should  be  pcrmilied  to  depart  from  the  sub- 
ject under  discussion,  and  wander  in  their  speeches 
over  the  wide  world  without  limit  or  restraint.' 


Mr.  DUER  explained.  He  had  said  that  ttlere 
were  two  bad  rules  here;  one  that  allowed  a  mem- 
ber to  discuss  in  Committee  of  tlie  Whole  other 
subjects  than  that  referred  to  the  committee  and 
under  consideration;  this  was  one  bad  rule  or 
practice;  the  other  was  that  which  forbade  the 
bringing  before  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  sub- 
jects of  deep  and  general  interest  which  ought 
to  be  discussed  in  the  Halls  of  Congress.  But  he 
had  declared  that  if  the  House  would  agree  on  a 
rule  that  would  allow  of  such  subjects  being  dis- 
cussed in  committee,  then  he  should  be  for  a  strict 
enforcing  of  the  rule.  Until  then,  he  would  say  to 
gentlemen  that  it  was  in  vain  to  seek  to  prevent  the 
discussion  in  order,  or  out  of  order,  of  great  and 
vital  subjects  in  which  the  people  took  a  deep  con- 
cern. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL,  resuming,  said  it  was  an 
evil  great  enough  when  gentlemen,  desirous  to  dis- 
cuss a  particular  subject  not  strictly  before  the 
committee,  contrived,  by  distant  analogy  or  some 
circuitous  process,  to  bring  it  sufficiently  into  con- 
nection or  affinity  to  the  legitimate  subject  of  debate 
to  prevent  its  being  ruled  out;  but  when  a  gentle- 
man got  up  in  his  place,  and  with  that  manly 
frankness  which  always  characterized  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Rhett,]  avowed 
in  the  outset  and  gave  public  notice  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  speak  to  the  subject  before  the  committee 
at  all 

Mr.  RHETT  here  interposed  to  say  that  he  had 
not  declared  that  he  did  not  mean  to  speak  on  any 
subject  which  concerned  the  state  of  the  Union,  but 
only  that  he  should  not  discuss  this  particular  bill 
about  the  West  Point  Academy. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  said  that  he  so  understood 
the  gentleman;  and  when  a  gentleman  made  such 
an  avowal  beforehand,  he  did  not  see  how  any  gen- 
tleman who  regarded  the  orderly  discharge  of  the 
public  business  could  possibly  object  to  his  being 
ruled  out  of  order. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  spoken  of 
precedent  having  established  a  sort  of  common  law 
on  this  subject.  Now,  none  knew  belter  than  that 
gentleman  that  a  bare  solitary  case  like  that  which 
had  occurred  a  few  days  since  in  the  reversal  of  a 
decision  of  the  Chair  did  not  amount  to  a  prece- 
dent. In  the  courts  it  was  held  necessary  that  there 
must  be  a  succession,  a  course,  or  syslem  of  pre- 
cedents, before  the  law  was  hold  to  be  settled  in 
contrariety  to  the  wording  of  a  statute. 

For  these  reasons  Mr.  1.  held  the  decision  of  the 
Chairman  in  the  present  case  to  have  been  strictly 
right  and  proper.  If  a  gentleman  could  show  that 
the  subject  on  which  he  wanted  to  speak  came 
within  the  scope  of  a  legitimate,  though  it  might 
be  a  rather  remote,  connection  with  the  subject 
under  debate,  then  certainly  great  liberty  and  lati- 
tude of  discussion  ought  to  be  allowed;  but  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  intended,  he 
said  himself,  to  discuss  matters  connected  with  the 
state  of  ihe  Union,  and  not  with  the  bill  before  the 
committee.  This  certainly  ought  not  to  be  allowed. 
Mr.  I.  had  always  contended  for  a  strict  observance 
of  the  rulesand  order  of  business;  but  if  the  various 
appropriation  bills  and  all  other  important  business 
which  remained  to  be  done  were  to  be  put  off  and 
superseded  by  general  and  irrelevant  speeches,  and 
that,  too,  when  the  period  of  debate  was  limited, 
he  did  not  see  how  the  public  business  was  ever  to 
be  done.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  had  been  compelled  by  the  urgency  of 
the  business  of  which  he  had  special  charge,  and 
by  the  advanced  period  of  the  scs.sion,  repeatedly 
to  move  that  the  period  of  discussion  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  should  be  limited  by  authority  of 
the  House;  and  he  had  been  driven  to  this  by  the 
practice  of  prolonged  and  miscellaneous  debate 
on  other  matters  than  those  before  the  committee; 
matters  which  might  better  be  discussed  in  the 
papers,  in  pamphlets,  or  even  on  the  stump,  (though 
lie  knew  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was 
far  above  the  level  of  stump  speaking,)  than  on  the 
floor  of  that  House,  to  the  interruption  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  country. 

Mr.  BURT,  with  the  utmost  respect  for  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  would 
ask  leave  to  put  to  him  one  question. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.    Certainly,  with  pleasure. 

Mr.  BURT.  Does  the  gentleman  recollect  one 
solitary  instance  in  which  any  member  has  been 
declared  out  of  order  for  irrelevancy  when  the 
House  was  in  Committee  of  the  Whole? 

Mr.  INGERSOLL'S  reply  waa  drowned  by  the 


noise  in  the  House,  (which  continued  in  an  un- 
usual degree  throughout  this,  entire  debate;)  but  he 
was  heard  very  distinctly  to  exclaim,  inalm  usus 
abolendus  est. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  of  Alabama,  would  askthegen- 
tleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  BurtJ  whether 
he  remembered  one  solitary  instance  where,  on  an 
isolated  point  touching  the  amendment  of  a  bill 
which  was  suspended  between  the  two  Houses,  a 
long,  rambling  debate  had  been  permitted  ? 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  observed,  that  in  the 
absence  of  all  regular  books  of  reports  of  what 
took  place  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  individual 
cases  adduced  from  the  recollection  of  members 
were  a  very  uncertain  authority  to  guide  the  action 
of  the  House.  He  presumed  that  every  gentleman 
who. desired  an  early  adjournment  of  Congress 
would  be  in  favor  of  seeing  the  business  before  it 
done  in  conformity  with  its  rules,  and  not  in  a 
loose,  informal,  irregular  manner. 

Mr.  SIMS  again  quoted  the  rules,  and  insisted, 
that  though  the  practice  might  have  been  different, 
the  chairman  was  always  bound  to  decide  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  House.  If  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  chose  by  its  own  act  to 
relax  the  rule,  let  it  do  so;  but  this  should  be  regu- 
lated by  circumstances;  each  case  should  stand  by 
itself;  and  a  decision  in  one  case  should  not  be 
drawn  into  precedent  as  a  rule  for  another.  Cir- 
cumstances greatly  varied,  and  each  case  was  to  be 
judged  by  its  own  merits. 

The  decision  of  the  Chair  had  been  perfectly 
right.  If  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  was 
to  be  allowed  to  speak  on  a  subject  foreign  from 
the  bill,  let  that  be  done  by  the  committee,  not  by 
the  chairman.  If  they  were  now  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  he  should  refuse  the  leave;  but 
after  the  repeated  departures  which  had  been  al- 
lowed, he  did  not  see  how  the  committee  could 
insist  on  the  strict  observance  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  that  it  had  been  remarked 
by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bayly]  that 
the  motion  of  Mr.  V.  was  invidious,  as  refusing 
to  a  particular  individual  what  had  freely  been 
allowed  to  others.  This  rendered  it  necessary  for 
Mr.  V.  to  state,  that  in  making  the  motion  he  had 
done,  he  had  been  actuated  by  no  personal  dislike 
to  hearing  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
[Mr.  Rhett;]  on  the  contrary,  there  was  no  mem- 
ber of  the  House  to  whom  he  would  rather  listen. 
But  he  had  previously  given  notice,  that  when  the 
next  appropriation  bill  should  come  up,  he  should 
use  his  best  endeavor  to  keep  the  committee  to  the 
observance  of  the  rules  of  order.  The  rules  of  the 
House  had  been  enacted  for  the  purpose  of  facili- 
tating the  public  business;  and  the  sole  legitimate 
purpose  of  debate  was  to  enable  the  committee  the 
better  to  understand  the  subject  on  which  it  was 
called  to  act.  Now,  the  rules  of  the  House,  like 
every  other  law  or  legal  writing,  should  be  so  in- 
terpreted as  to  accomplish  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  made.  During  the  present  session  those 
rules  had  suffered  greater  abuse  than  Mr.  V.  had 
ever  before  witnessed.  The  practice  which  had 
been  indulged  in  was  an  absolute  and  an  intolera- 
ble abuse  of  the  rules  of  order;  and  he  felt  it  hia 
duty,  in  the  position  in  which  he  had  been  placed, 
here  to  give  notice,  that  unless  it  should  be  arrested, 
the  bills  could  not  be  reached  and  carried  through 
which  were  necessary  to  carry  on  this  Government. 

Mr.  RHETT  asked  whether  a  majority  of  the 
House  coukl  do  what  it  pleased  out  of  committee? 
And  why  not  in  committee? 

Mr.  VINTON  admitted  that  a  majority  of  the 
House  could  act  its  pleasure;  and  its  pleasure  had 
been  to  enact  rules  the  better  to  enable  its  memberij 
to  understand  and  to  do  the  business  committed  to 
them. 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  said  that 
slavery  was  a  subject  which  aftected  the  Union, 
and  therefore  he  was  in  order  in  speaking  on  it  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  RHETT  reminded  Mr.  V.  that  he  had  not 
said  that;  he  had  not  said  that  he  was  going  to 
speak  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  VINTON  admitted  that  he  had  not:  Mr. 
V.  had  siipposed  the  case  for  illustration.  It  was 
now  three  months  that  Mr.V.  had  been  using  every 
effort  and  seizing  on  every  occasion  to  press  the 
House  to  action  on  the  appropriation  bills.  The 
best  way  to  test  a  law  was  to  show  ils  abuse:  and 
in  the  present  case  the  strongest  argument  to  show 
that  the  decision  of  the  Chair  had  been  right,  was 
to  mate  the  evil  eflect  of  a  contrary  practice.     And 


1848. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


795 


■wilh  this  view  Mr.  V.  had  referred  to  the  fact,  that 
after  three  months  of  strenuous  effort  on  his  part, 
the  Hoiisg  had  even  now  scarcely  entered  on  the 
consideriUion  of  these  important  and*  necessary 
bills.  Yet  there  was  but  one  month  remaining  in 
which  to  gel  through  them.  To  reverse  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Chair  would  be  in  effect  to  say,  that  when 
an  appropriation  bill  was  under  discussion  for  the 
maintenance  of  our  military  academy,  a  gentleman 
might  delay  its  passage  by  discussing  the  Mexican 
war,  or  the  Texas  boundary,  or  the  Wilmot  pro- 
viso, or  whatever  else  he  chose  to  talk  about.  The 
effect  of  this  was,  that  the  time  for  discussing  the 
bill  having  been  limited,  no  ojjportuiiity  was  allowed 
Mr.  V.  or  anyliody  else  to  explain  the  grounds  of 
the  bill;  and  it  had  repeatedly  happened  that  the 
debate  had  been  closed  without  the  true  grounds  of 
the  bill  being  either  explained  or  understood. 

The  House  would  thus  be  prevented  from  ever 
enforcing  discussion  on  any  subject  of  whatever 
importance,  because  the  whole  time  which  should 
be  devoted  to  such  discussion  was  consumed  in 
irrelevant  speeches.  By  such  a  course  the  whole 
value  of  debate  must  eventually  be  lost  and  de- 
stroyed. Gentlemen  had  called  for  precedents. 
They  knew  that  no  journal  was  kept  of  decisions 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole — so  that  no  au- 
thentic record  of  precedents  could  be  produced. 
The  rule  was,  that  although  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  great  freedom  of  debate  was  to  be  allowed, 
yet  matters  wholly  foreign  from  the  subject  in  de- 
bate were  not  to  be  discussed.  This  was  only  that 
a  fuller  opportunity  might  be  afforded  properly  and 
fully  to  discuss  the  real  matter  under  consideration. 

The  CHAIRMAN  [Mr.  Toombs]  here  stated  the 
position  of  the  Academy  bill — its  passage  in  the 
House,  and  its  return  from  the  Senate  with  a  single 
amendment. 

He  knew  that  very  great  latitude  of  debate  had 
been  permitted  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  One 
reason  of  this  had  been,  that  when  a  gentleman  rose 
to  speak,  it  was  very  difficult  to  tell,  beforehand, 
that  his  remarks  were  going  to  be  out  of  order,  and 
he  could  not  be  checked  until  that  was  clearly  ap- 
parent. But  when  a  gentleman  avowed  at  the 
outset  that  he  did  not  intend  to  speak  to  the  bill 
before  the  committee,  it  was  not  possible  for  his 
remarks  to  be  in  order.  The  Chair  did  not  con- 
sider previous  decisions  in  committee  as  furnishing 
rules  for  the  House.  The  House  had  made  its 
own  rules,  and  the  chairman  of  a  committee  must 
be  guided  by  them  alone.  He  should  have  no 
hesitation  in  overruling  at  any  time  decisions  in 
committee  which  contravened  the  rules  of  the 
House.  The  only  question  was,  whether  the  pres- 
ent debate  should  be  on  the  bill  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee. The  rules  confined  debate  expressly  to 
the  subject  before  the  House;  all  else  was  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  BEDINGER  could  not  agree  with  the 
decision  of  the  Chair,  nor  did  he  think  (though 
meaning  no  disrespect  to  the  chairman)  that  the 
reasoning  by  which  it  had  been  sustained  was  con- 
clusive. It  was  the  privilege  of  any  member,  when 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  ihe 
Union,  to  utter  anything  which  was  connected 
with  or  had  a  bearing  on  the  state  of  the  Union; 
and  if  he  might  do  this,  it  mattered  not  whether 
he  avowed  beforeliand  the  intention  to  do  so  or 
not.  If  it  was  his  right  to  speak  to  whathe  pleased, 
then  it  was  also  his  right  to  avow  the  intention  to 
do  so.  This  right  had  ever  been  held  the  great 
bulwark  of  freedom  of  debate  and  of  freedom  in  the 
country.  Was  the  House,  when  in  committee,  to 
be  confined  to  those  subjects  only  which  came  to 
it  from  its  standing  committees,  or  which  were 
suggested  by  the  Executive?  He  thought  not.  He 
held  that  the.  people  had  a  right  to  information  on 
other  subjects  as  well  as  these.  It  had  been  said 
by  an  eminent  statesman,  and  a  no  less  eminent 
orator,  that  he  would  not  give  the  debates  in  Con- 
gress on  the  Panama  mission  for  any  treatise  nor 
all  the  treatises  put  together  which  had  ever  been 
written  upon  government.  Those  debates  had  not 
been  confined  to  that  mission  merely;  they  had 
taken  a  wide  and  vast  range. 

As  to  the  objection  of  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama [Mr.  Houston]  about  permitting  a  long  and 
rambling  debate  on  an  isolated  question  in  an 
amendment  to  a  bill,  he  would  ask  thatgenlleman  if 
he  had  ever  heard  a  debate  in  that  House  which  was 
not  a  rambling  debate  ?  There  had  been  a  rambling 
debate  now;  and,  if  the  rule  against  irrelevancy 
was  to  be  put  upon  the  House  or  committee  in  all 


its-strictness,  the  Chair  would  have  little  else  to  do 
than  perpetually  to  be  calliiig'members  to  order. 

Mr.  C.  .1.  INGERSOLL  desired  to  add  one  or 
two  views  that  had  not  been  suggested  by  any  other 
gentleman.  He  protested  against  the  decision  of 
the  Chair.  If  the  decision  of  the  Chair  should  be 
sustained,  and  he  apprehended  that  it  would,  whose 
rights  would  be  affected  thereby  ?  Not  their  indi- 
vidual rights,  but  the  rights  of  the  constituencies 
that  they  represented  on  this  floor.  They  were 
there  in  a  representative  capacity,  and  the  question 
then  arose,  what  right  had  anybody  to  say  that 
his  constituents  should  not  be  heard  here  by  their 
representative.' 

After  a  brief  allusion  to  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Houston,]  which 
elicited  a  reply  from  that  gentleman,  he  proceeded 
to  say  that  this  was  a  money  bill  which  had  been 
sent  to  the  'Senate,  and  returned  with  an  amend- 
ment, in  which  the  House  was  asked  to  concur.  If 
the  sum  involved  in  the  amendment  was  !^2,000 
or  1^2,000,000,  the  principle  was  the  same.  'I'hey 
who  represented  the  people,  who  pay  the  taxes — 
those  from  whom  the  money  was  taken — had  the 
right  on  such  a  question  to  say  what  they  pleased. 
It  was  the  right  of  their  constituents  that  they 
should  do  so.  It  was  a  right  which  had  been  theirs 
since  the  English  revolution  of  1668.  He  then 
alluded  to  the  practice  in  the  Commons  House  of 
the  English  Parliament,  in  which,  when  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  the  chairman  did  not  occupy 
the  Speaker's  chair,  as  was  the  practice  here,  but 
took  a  seat  at  the  Clerk's  desk,  the  mace,  the  em- 
blem of  authority  of  the  House,  being  removed, 
and  the  House  became  simply  a  committee  of  gen- 
tlemen assembled  to  talk  over  matters,  governed 
onljr  by  gentlemanly  rules  of  decorum  and  propri- 
ety. 

He  next  i-eferred  to  the  case  which  arose  here 
when  William  Lowndes  called  John  Randolph  to 
order  for  irrelevancy  in  debate,  and  spoke  of  the 
difficulty  of  ascertaining  when  John  Randolph 
was  in  order,  and  yet  they  had  rarely  a  more  at- 
tractive speaker.  The  manner  of  approaching  a 
subject  was  different  in  each  different  individual. 
One  individual  would  go  directly  to  a  question, 
while  another  approached  it  more  circuiiousLy. 
Each  one  had  his  own  way,  and  the  question  there- 
fore arose,  what  is  irrelevancy.'  He  was  an  ad- 
vocate for  the  largest  liberty  being  allowed  to  every 
man.  They  had  been  told  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that  much  of  the 
time  of  the  House  had  been  consumed  by  irrele- 
vant debates,  and  the  real  business  of  Congress 
had  been  left  undone.  Now,  what  better  business 
did  this  House  of  Representativesdo  than  to  debate? 
[Laughter.]  He  spoke  not  jocularly.  He  asked 
again,  what  better  business  had  they  to  do  than  to 
make  speeches?  He  spoke  neither  in  contempt 
nor  ridicule.  He  asserted  that  speeches  delivered 
here  were  more  useful  to  this  great  American 
nation,  than  any  laws  they  could  pass.  The 
members  of  this  House  came  from  constituencies 
extending  over  two  thousand  miles  square,  and 
soon  to  be  extended  by  one  thousand  miles  square 
of  Mexican  territory  to  be  annexed;  it  was  there- 
fore of  the  highest  importance  that  the  represent- 
atives of  the  people  of  every  section  of  this  great 
Union  should  express  their  views  to  their  col- 
leagues coming  from  such  distant  extremes  of  the 
country.  He  did  not  apprehend  that  he  should 
be  accused  of  demagogism,  but  what,  he  would 
ask,  was  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  this  House  in 
the  transaction  of  its  business,  of  which  gentlemen 
had  complained  ? 

The  CHAIR  intimated  that  the  gentleman  was 
entering  upon  irrelevant  matter. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  would  not  then  pursue 
it;  he  had  simply  intended  to  say,  that  some  years 
ago  he  had  a  seat  on  this  floor,  when  their  per 
diem  was  five  dollars,  and  then  they  sat  a  sufli- 
cient  number  of  hours  to  do  their  business;  but 
now  that  their  per  diem  was  eight  dollars,  they 
sat  a  less  number  of  hours,  and  complaints  were 
made  that  the  chairmen  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  others 
too,  could  not  get  their  bills  acted  upon.  If,  how- 
ever, to  dwell  on  this  point  was  out  of  order,  he 
would  not  further  allude  to  it.  He  would  only 
say,  in  conclusion,  that  if  on  this  occasion  he  was 
to  be  in  a  minority,  he  would  submit  with  the  best 
grace  he  could  coniinanil;  but  he  was  satisfied  that 
on  reflection  the  Chair  would  come  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  he  was  in  error. 


Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  the 
discussion  which  had  been  got  up  on  this  subject 
sounded  -very  peculiar  to  him.  When  he  came  to 
Congress  first,  he  made  a  solemn  point  of  order 
against  somebody's  rambling  speech,  and  desired 
the  Chair  to  call  him  to  order;  but  he  was  then 
instructed  that  when  they  were  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  they  had 
the  right  to  say  anything  on  any  subject.  Time 
and  again,  for  two  years,  when  he  was  yet  but  a 
neophyte,  he  made  similar  attempts  to  arrest  irrel- 
evant debate,  and  with  the  same  success.  '  At  an 
early  period  of  the  present  session,  he  palled  a 
gentleman  to  order, and  then  was  told  by  tlie  Chair 
that  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  gentlemen  had  every  latitude  they  thought 
proper  to  take.  He  thought  that  all  wrong,  but  it 
was  the  practice  of  the  House,  and  the  practice 
had  become  its  law.  He  had  heard  a  slavery  de- 
bate on  the  French  resolutions;  he  had  heard  the 
Mexican  war  debated  on  a  variety  of  questions;  , 
and  why,  he  would  ask,  this  newborn  zeal,  when 
the  practice  had  become  so  well  settled?  Why 
should  they  now  attempt  to  curtail  the  liberty  of 
speech?  He  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that  those 
gentlemen  who  had  spoken  against  the  utmost  lat- 
itude of  debate,  had  delivered  themselves  fully  on 
questions  before  this  House. 

He  had  not  troubled  the  House  himself  with 
any  remarks  of  his  during  this  session,  though  he 
would  not  conceal  the  fact  that  he  desired  to  do  so. 
He  had  recently  attended  a  convention  at  Balti- 
more, and  now,  having  changed  his  candidate  for 
the  Presidency,  he  wislied  to  explain  his  position, 
but  he  had  found  it  impossible  to  get  the  floor  for 
that  purpose.  He  had  been  desirous,  too,  to  make 
some  observations  on  other  questions  which  en- 
grossed the  attention  of  the  country — the  Mexican 
war,  for  instance — but  he  had  found  it  impossible 
to  do  so.  He  had  been  assured  that,  according  tr> 
the  universal  practice  of  the  House,  he  could  avail 
himself  of  an  opportunity  on  some  other  occasion 
when  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  when  debate  was  entirely  unrestricted. 
If  this  were  not  so,  why  was  there  such  a  differ- 
ence in  the  rules  respecting  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  and  (he  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  ?  In  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House,  members  were  confined  to  the  pend- 
ing question;  but  not  so  in  Committeeof  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  in  which  they  might 
discuss  anything  having  any  reference  to  the  state 
of  the  Union;  and  when  they  got  tired,  they  usu- 
ally rose  and  passed  a  resolution  fixing  a  limit  to 
the  debate,  under  the  operation  of  which  all  dis- 
cussion was  stopped.  The  rule  now  aitempted  to 
be  established  would  be  a  correct  rule  to  start 
with,  he  was  ready  to  admit;  but  for  twenty  years 
it  had  not  been  the  practice  of  the  House  to  re- 
strict debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  and  therefore  he  protested  against 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  at  this  time. 

Mr.  HUNT  contended  that  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  according  to  the  rules  of  the  House,  but 
they  had  been  told  that  the  practice  of  the  House 
had  superseded  its  rules.  To  this  doctrine  he  could 
not  subscribe.  He  concurred  with  the  Chair  that  no 
practice  of  the  committee  could  supersede  the  rules 
adopted  for  its  government,  and  he  dissented  from 
the  views  which  some  gentlemen  had  expressed, 
that  to  restrict  debate  by  rules  was  an  infringement 
of  the  right  of  debate.  What  was  the  right  of  mem- 
bers there?  It  was  to  discuss  questions  presented 
for  their  action;  and  in  doing  this,  it  was  proper 
to  bring  in  questions  incident  to  or  relating  to  the 
question  under  discussion.  But  it  appeared  to  him 
that  they  should  not  continue  a  practice  which  had 
been  permitted  to  supersede  the  parliamentary  law, 
and  to  retaid  the  public  business  by  introducing 
topics  that  did  not  appertain  to  the  subject  before 
them.  If  such  a  ])raciice  were  to  be  longer  toler- 
ated, it  would  be  impossible  to  do  the  business  of 
the  country  in  any  reasonable  time.  He  hoped 
gentlemen  would  content  themselves  wilh  discus- 
sions in  order,  and  not  when  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  Military  Ac;ulemy  bill  discuss  the 
power  of  this  Government  over  the  territories. 

He  concurred  also  in  the  rule  which  required 
the  committee  to  take  up  the  bills  in  the  order  in 
which  they  stood  on  the  calendar,  and  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  repeal  of  it,  which  he  understood  the 
Committee  on  Rules  contemplated.  That  rule, 
with  debate  limited  to  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion, would  enable  the  House  to  transact  all  its 
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business;  and  he  hoped  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
would  be  sustained.  Pie  thouifht  it  highly  neces- 
sary that  the  committee  should  establish  a  new 
practice.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  largest  liberty  so 
long  as  the  debate  was  legitimate;  and  he  assured 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  that  he  would 
extend  to  him  the  utmost  freedom  ofdebate  as  soon 
as  to  any  gentleman  on  this  floor.  But  so  great  had 
become  the  abuse  that  he  felt  himself  compelled 
to  sustain  the  decision  wliich  the  Chairman  had 
made. 

Mr.  GENTRY  admitted  that  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  conformable  to  the  rules,  but  it  was  in 
opposition  to  a  long  course  of  practice.  The  point 
involved  in  this  decision  had  been  repeatedly  raised 
since  he  had  been  a  member  of  this  House,  ex- 
tending over  a  course  of  eight  years,  and  it  had 
been  invariably  decided  in  opjiosition  to  the  decis- 
ion now  made.  He  trusted  the  committee  would 
adhere  to  its  long-established  usage,  and  insist  on 
the  largest  liberty  when  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.  Whenever  the  H^ouse 
surrendered  that  right,  it  would  surrender  up  a  very 
important  right  of  the  representatives  of  the  people. 
Why,  if  the  decision  now  made  had  governed  this 
House,  he  did  not  remember  a  speech  for  the  last 
ten  )'cars  that  could  have  been  made.  He  alluded 
to  the  discussion  on  the  celebrated  resolutions  of 
Mr.  Foote,  and  others  also,  which  had  not  been 
.strictly  limited  to  the  subject  bcfoie  the  House  at 
the  time,  and  then  adverted  to  the  tenacity  with 
which  the  House  clung  to  freedom  of  debate,  as 
shown  in  its  giving  permis.sion  to  members  railed 
to  order  for  irrelevancy  to  proceed  in  order.  When 
an  ajipropriation  bill  came  up,  was  it  not  the  right 
of  a  member  to  examine  not  only  one,  but  other 
appropriations,  and  the  administrative  policy  of 
the  Government?  It  was  also  the  right  of  a  mem- 
ber, when  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  to  examine  and  discuss  the  welfare 
of  the  Union,  and  to  call  in  question  the  acts  of 
the  Administration  and  its  administrative  policy. 
But  if  they  enforced  this  rule,  every  member  would 
be  debarred  from  discussing  those  questions.  The 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vinton]  had  had  a 
foretaste  of  the  effect  of  such  a  rule,  for,  while 
making  his  brief  statement  this  morning,  he  had 
been  called  to  order  three  times. 

In  the  extreme  freedom  of  debate  which  had  been 
.so  long  tolerated  there  might  be  some  evil,  but  in 
seeking  to  escape  from  one  evil  they  should  not 
involve  themselves  in  a  greater.  He  begged  the 
attention  of  all  parties  to  the  consideration  of  what 
might  be  expected  if,  in  times  of  high  party  excite- 
ment, some  unprincipled  partisan  should  occupy 
that  chair.  A  gentleman  might  rise  to  discuss  the 
policy  of  the  Administration  of  which  the  chairman 
might  be  a  supporter,  and  he  might  enter  upon  an 
excoriating  examination  of  the  acts  of  the  Admin- 
istration; but  how  easy  it  would  be  for  the  Chair- 
man to  arrest  such  remarks  under  such  a  practice? 
With  such  a  rule,  and  an  Administration  majority 
on  this  floor,  it  would  be  impossible,  in  times  of 
high  party  excitement,  to  examine  and  discuss  the 
acts  of  the  public  officers  of  this  Government. 

[Loud  cries  of  "  Gluestion.''] 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  after  some  playful  re- 
marks on  the  .subject  of  the  difficulty  with  which 
he  had  obtained  the  floor,  and  congratulating  the 
House,  himself,  and  his  constituents  that  a  repre- 
sentative from  the  northeastern  corner  of  Alabama 
at  length  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  addressing  this 
august  body,  [iroceeded  to  sustain  the  decision  of 
the  Chair.  He  knew  not  liow  they  were  ever  to 
get  through  the  business  before  them  without  a 
more  strict  adherence  to  the  rules  than  he  had 
heretofore  witnessed.  The  practice  had  been  to 
introduce  discussions  on  every  subject  totally  at 
variance  with  the  matter  presented  for  their  con- 
sideration. He  saw  around  him  gentlemen  who 
spoke  from  four  to  six  times  on  every  topic — rele- 
vantly? Oh,  no;  and  if  such  latitude  were  to  be 
allowed  in  debate,  they  would  continue  so  to  talk 
on  every  measure  to  be  brought  before  them.  It 
was  time  that  they  should  [muse,  and  ask  themselves 
when  they  expected  to  do  the  Ijusiness  in  which 
their  constituent.s  were  deeply  interested.  There 
were  several  important  bill.s  on  the  calendar  in 
which  hi.s  constituents  had  an  interest;  but  if  they 
were  to  go  on  and  discuss  every  cjuesiion  in  the 
known  world  on  a  post  office  bill,  or  some  other 
solitary  measure,  when,  in  the  name  of  common 
.sense,  he  would  ask,  would  his  constituents  be 
able  to  be  heard  ?    lie  appealed  to  the  House  to 


act  upon  those  measures  which  were  of  practical 
importance  to  their  constituents,  and  not  waste 
their  time  in  the  discussion  of  mere  theories. 

The  rules  had  been  given  to  them  as  tlieir  polar 
star,  for  their  guidance  through  the  mazes  in  which 
some  gentlemen  would  involve  them,  and  he  hoped 
the  younger  members  especially  would  follow  the 
light  which  they  afforded.  The  Chair  had  given 
a  correct  interpretation  of  those  rules,  and  the  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  ought  to  be  sustained.  If  it 
were  true,  as  had  been  asserted,  that  in  this  vast 
catalogue  of  rules  there  were  none  to  meet  the 
present  case,  leta  resolution  be  introduced  instruct- 
ing the  Committee  on  Rules  to  report  one  for  the 
government  of  the  committee  forthwith.  He,  how- 
ever, was  of  opinion  that  the  rules  were  amply 
sufficient  to  meet  the  case;  and  he  hoped,  further, 
that  this  present  discussion  would  be  brought  to 
an  end,  for,  without  possessing  any  peculiar  inter- 
est, it  obstructed  the  business  in  which  they  ought 
to  be  engaged.  If  the  question  before  the  com- 
mittee were  not  now  settled  by  sustainitig  the 
Chair,  to-morrow  they  would  see  the  same  identi- 
cal gentlemen  wlio  had  occupied  so  much  of  the 
time  of  the  House  in  the  discussion  of  every  ques- 
tion that  came  before  it,  again  ready  to  make 
speeches  on  every  topic  on  which  debate  could  be 
hung.  Besides  the  Mexican  war,  and  the  inci- 
dental questions  arising  out  of  it,  tiiey  had  now  a 
very  prolific  theme  for  discussion — he  meant  Presi- 
dent-making. In  the  course  of  ten  or  twelve  days, 
their  Whig  friends  would  be  coming  here  from 
Philadelphia  fully  charged  with  speeches  on  that 
subject;  and  if  the  Chair  should  not  now  be  sus- 
tained in  the  decision  which  had  been  made,  he 
despaired  of  ever  seeing  one  of  those  little  bills 
come  up  for  consideration  by  which  his  constitu- 
ents were  to  some  extent  to  be  affected.  He  spoke 
with  the  highest  respect  for  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  who  could  make  his  speech  on 
some  otlier  occasion;  and,  at  the  same  time,  even 
the  gentlemen  opposite  would  admit  that  he  was 
acting  in  no  partisan  spirit,  for  he  was  sustaining 
a  chairman  who  belonged  to  the  Whig  party  against 
a  gentleman  of  the  party  of  wliich  he  was  himself 
a  member.  He  liad  solely  in  view  the  proper  dis- 
charge of  their  duties  to  the  country,  and,  with  that 
viijw,  he  again  expressed  the  hope  tliatthe  decision 
of  the  Chair  would  be  sustained. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He 
asked  if  there  was  not  a  special  order  for  this  day, 
and  whether  the  business  before  the  committee  was 
not  confined  to  the  morning  hour?  There  being  a 
special  order,  he  contended  that  it  should  be  taken 
up  by  the  committee  and  acted  upon,  and,  for  that 
purpose,  that  the  Chair  was  bound  to  lay  this  bill 
aside. 

The  CHAIRMAN  overruled  the  point  of  order. 
The  committee  was  charged  with  this  bill,  and,  to 
get  at  the  special  order,  the  motion  should  be  that 
the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  STANTON  next  obtained  the  floor. 
Mr.  SCHENCK  expressed  his  desire  to  obtain 
the  floor,  with  an  intimation  that  he  would  make 
an  hour's  speech,  unless  gentlemen  would  agree  to 
terminate  this  debate. 

Mr.  STANTON  said  the  gentleman  could  do  so 
if  he  pleased;  but  all  he  had  risen  to  say  was,  that 
the  simple  question  was,  whether  the  rules  of  the 
House  were  applicable  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union?  They  had  al- 
ways been  considered  applicable;  but  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  was  entitled  to  be  heard, 
because  they  had  under  consideration  the  state  of 
the  Union  generally,  and  consequently  everything 
relating  to  the  state  of  the  Union  was  relevant.  If 
the  rules  of  the  House  were  not  applicable,  a  gen- 
tleman might  speak  ten  hours  instead  of  one. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that  the 
question  had  not  been  understood.  The  question 
was  not  whether  upon  a  bill  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  there  be  no  limit  to  debate,  but  whether 
upon  a  bill  in  said  committee,  which  had  passed 
the  House  and  been  amended  in  the  Senate,  there 
was  not  a  limit  of  the  discussion  to  tlie  amendment 
and  its  effects  upon  the  bill.  He  remarked,  that 
if  full  latitude  be  granted  in  such  cases,  the  most 
useful  bills  might  be  defeated  at  the  near  termina- 
tion of  the  session  by  protracted  discussion. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  argued  at  great  length 
in  support  of  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  in  re- 
ply to  gentlemen  who  had  taken  adverse  views  in 
the  course  of  this  debate.  He  particularly  contro- 
verted the  position,  based  on  certain  phraseology, 


that  the  rules  which  were  applicable  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  were  not  applicable  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 
He  read  sweral  rules,  and  amon^fst  thei#the  16th, 
which  empowered  the  Speaker  or  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  to  clear  the  gal- 
leries in  case  of  any  disturbance  or  disorderly  con- 
duct in  the  galleries  or  lobby,  and  said  that  if 
the  gentlemen  to  whom  he  replied  were  correct, 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  had  no  such  power  to  protect  itself. 

If  the  rules  of  the  House  were  not  operative  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
how,  he  asked,  were  they  restricted  to  an  amend- 
ment to  an  amendment  as  the  utmost  limit  of 
amendment?  If  they  had  no  such  rules,  everything 
that  was  decorous  was  in  order.  He  was  aware 
that  even  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
bill,  which  appropriated  millions  of  dollars,  was 
usually  long  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  without 
one  word  being  said  of  the  appropriiUions  which 
it  proposed  to  make,  until  the  debate  was  stopped 
by  order  of  the  House.  Under  the  five-minutes 
rule,  amendments  could  be  explained,  but  the  gen- 
eral discussion  on  the  bill  was  ordinarily  devoted 
to  irrelevant  topics.  He  was  not  disposed  to  make 
the  rules  too  restrictive,  but  some  regard  should 
be  had  to  the  relevancy  of  debate. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  asked  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  what  was  meant  when  the  chairman  of 
the  committee,  on  rising,  reported  that  the  com- 
mittee had  had  under  consideration  the  state  of  the 
Union  generally,  and  particularly  such  and  such 
a  bill. 

Mr.  COBB  replied  that  there  was  much  in  their 
proceedings  that  was  mere  form,  which  could  be 
well  dispensed  with.  There  was  a  proper  latitude 
ofdebate. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  inquired  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  had  ascertained  the  precise  lati- 
tude. 
.  Mr.  COBB  replied  that  that  must  be  submitted 
to  the  judgment  of  the  Chair,  under  the  correction 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  inquired  if  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  was  willing  to  put  such  a~power  in 
the  hands  of  any  one  man,  as  to  say  how  far  any 
member  should  discuss  a  question  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  COBB  replied  that  there  was  an  appeal  to 
the  committee,  and  the  majority  could  control  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
that  a  majority  could  control  the  Chair;  but  what 
would  become  of  the  minority  when  a  partisan  of 
the  majority  was  in  the  chair  ? 

Mr.  COBB  had  confidence  in  the  glorious  prin- 
ciples of  Democracy  by  jvhich  majorities  were 
allowed  to  govern. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  remarked  that  majorities 
were  not  always  Democratic. 

Mr.  COBB  said  when  they  were  not,  still  the 
minority  must  acquiesce. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  the  latitude 
claimed  for  debate  would  give  members  the  right 
to  do  as  they  pleased.  He  had  often  voted  to 
close  debate  on  a  bill  because  everything  else  ex- 
cept the  bill  under  consideration  was  the  subject 
of  debate,  to  the  gratification  only  of  certain  gentle- 
men who  took  occasion  to  discuss  local  or  irrele- 
vant questions. 

Mr.  COBB  proceeded  with  his  argument  still 
further,  and  contended  that  it  had  become  neces- 
sary to  providefor  the  relevancy  ofdebate;  but, at 
the  same  time, he  was  not  disposed  to  be  unneces- 
sarily restrictive. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  that  if  gentlemen  were 
willing  to  take  the  question  now,  he  would  waive 
his  right  to  address  the  committee.  He  knew  how 
well  gentlemen  liked  to  hear  him,  [a  laugh,]  but 
he  would  forego  the  floor;  but,  if  the  question  was 
not  now  to  be  taken,  he  should  insist  upon  his  full 
hour.  He  therefore  wished  gentlemen  to  indicate 
now  whether,  if  he  spoke,  they  intended  to  answer 
him.  He  knew  gentlemen  were  all  men  of  honor; 
and  if  any  man  would  rise  and  say  that  he  would 
reply,  Mr.  S.  would  now  proceed;  if  not,  he  would 
resume  his  seat. 

No  gentleman  answering,  Mr.  S.  said  he  yielded 
the  floor. 

[Loud  calls  for  the  question.] 

The  question  being,  "  Shall  the  decision  of  the 

Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  committee?" 

the  question  was  taken  by  tellers,  and  decided  in 

the  affirmative — ayes  74,  noes  72.     So  the  decision 
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of  the  Chair  was  sustained,  and  Mr.  Rhett  ruled 
to  be  out  of  order. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  then  read 
and  agreed  to. 

And  the  committee  rose  and  reported  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded,  and,  under  the  operation 
thereof,  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  HUDSON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 
Henry  Simpson,  surviving  administrator  of  George 
Simpson,  deceased.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  Senate 
bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  to 
Robert  Purkis,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment.    Committed. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  also  reported  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Darius  Garri- 
son.    Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  also  made  adverse  reports  on 
the  petitions  of  J.  B.  Cooper  and  Cary  H.  Fry. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CROWELL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Staunton  W.  Gaar. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  CROWELL  also  made  an  adverse  report  on 
the  petition  of  James  Sloan.     Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CROWELL,  the  Committee 
of  Claims  was  discharged  from  the  petitions  of 
Augustus  Steele  and  Peyton  A.  Kay.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  DUNN  also i  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mr.  Snavely,  of 
Indiana.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  GFJNNELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Little 
and  Jacob  Felch;  and  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  sell  the  marine  hospital 
and  the  lot  of  land  on  which  it  stands,  at  Chelsea, 
in  Massachusetts,  and  for  the  purchase  of  a  new 
site  and  the  erection  of  a  new  marine  hospital  near 
the  city  of  Boston:     Read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRINNELL,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  was  dis- 
charged from  the  bill  to  transfer  the  towns  of  Vinal 
Haven,  North  Haven, and  Islesboro',from  the  col- 
lection district  from  Penobscot  to  that  of  Belfast. 
Recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  confirm  the  title  to 
section  16  and  the  west  half  of  section  12,  in  town- 
ship three  north,  range  sixteen  east,  in  Seneca 
county,  Ohio;  and  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  office  of 
surveyor  general  in  the  several  districts,  so  soon 
as  the  surveys  therein  can  be  completed;  for  abol- 
ishing land  offices  under  certain  circumstances,  and 
for  other  purposes;"  which  bills  were  severally 
read  and  committed. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
settlement  of  conflicts  betv/'een  Spanish  land  claims 
and  purchases  under  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  PUTNAM,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Thomas  G. 
Holmes  and  of  citizens  of  the  State  of  Maine, 
praying  an  appropriation  of  the  public  lands  for- 
the  extinction  of  slavery  in  the  United  States. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bill  to  provide  for  the  settlement  of 
the  claim  of  Henry  Washington,  late  a  deputy 
surveyor  of  the  public  lands  in  Florida,  reported 
the  same  back  to  the  House  with  an  amendment. 
Commilied. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  granting  the  right  of  way 
through  the  public  lands  in  Indiana  and  Illinois  to 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Railroad  Company.  The 
bill  was  read  twice. 

Mr.  EVANS  stated,  that  as  the  bill  involved  no 
appropriation,  and  as  it  was  necessary  to  obtain 
speedy  action  on  the  bill,  he  was  directed  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  ask  that  it  be  put 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  inquired  of  Mr.  Evans 
if  the  bill  contained  a  provision  requiring  the  rail- 
road company  to  carry  the  United  States  mails. 

Mr.  EVANS  replied  tliat  it  did  not,  and  briefly 
explained  the  bill  ;  and — 

After  brief  remarks  by  Messrs.  COBB,  of  Ga., 


DUNN,  ROOT,  HENLEY,  and  WHITE,  who 
moved  the  previous  question,  which  was  not  sec- 
onded, the  bill  was  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROOT,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  discliargcd  from  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  establish  certain  post  routes,  and  it  was 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Post  Office  Department  was  passed ,  and 
asked  that  the  motion  be  laid  over  for  the  present. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  there  was  no  need  of  the 
motion  lying  over.  It  could  be  acted  on  at  once; 
and  he  therefore  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  postpone  the  motion  to 
reconsider,  but  subsequently  withdrew  the  motion 
to  postpone. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  said  he  was 
detained  on  his  way  to  the  House  this  morning, 
and  did  not  enter  the  Hall  until  after  the  vote  had 
been  taken  on  the  amendment  to  the  Post  Office 
appropriation  bill  providing  for  the  transportation 
of  the  mail  between  Charleston  and  Havana  in 
steamers.  It  was  a  subject  in  which  his  constitu- 
ents felt  a  deep  interest,  being  interested  possibly 
to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  extend  to 
him  the  courtesy  of  a  reconsideration,  in  order  to 
aflford  him  the  opportunity  of  recording  his  vote. 
This  was  an  act  of  courtesy  which  he  believed 
was  never  refused. 

Mr.  BINGHAM  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table.     Lost. 

The  question  on  reconsideration  was  then  put, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  84,  nays  74. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  moved  to  lay  that  motion 
on  the  table.     Lost. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  ordering  the  engrossment  of  the  bill,  and 
it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  appropriating  ^45,000 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  m  steamers,  un- 
der command  of  navy  officers,  between  Charleston 
and  Havana,  was  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

After  a  few  words  by  Mr.  SAWYER— 

Mr.  DUER  moved  the  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded;  and,  under  its  operation,  the  vote 
rejecting  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  reconsidered:  Yeas  93,  nays  77. 

The  bill  and  amendment  being  now  before  the 
House — 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  Savan- 
nah" the  words  "  Mobile,  in  Alabama."  Lost. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded;  and,  under  the  operation 
thereof,  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  was  rejected:  Yeas  76,  nays 
87. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  and, 
being  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  moved  the  previous 
question,  which  was  seconded;  and,  under  the 
operation  thereof,  the  bill  was  passed. 

And  then  the  House  adjout;ned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR:  The  memorial  of  John  Savage  and  40 
others,  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  settins;  forth  the  difficulties 
existing  in  the  transportation  of  merchandise,  passengers, 
and  the  mails,  between  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia, in  consequence  of  the  monopoly  claimed  by  the 
Camilen  and  Anihoy  Railroad  Cojnpany,  and  the  Delaware 
and  Raritan  Canal  Company,  under  their  charters  from  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  and  praying  Congress  to  direct  the 
survey  of  a  route  for  a  post-road  between  the  said  cities; 
the  line  of  such  road  to  be  retained  under  the  perpetual  con- 
trol of  the  Union,  and  to  be  used  for  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  hy  the  United  States,  or  by  a  company  to  be  formed 
by  an  act  of  Congress,  empowering  the  Postmaster  General 
to  make  such  arrangements  relative  thereto  ar;  he  may  deem 
best  calculated  to  secure  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
for  themselves,  their  correspondence,  and  their  merchan- 
dise, frequency  and  rapidity  of  intercourse,  and  moderate 
charges.  Also,  the  memorial  of  David  Ilultz  and  41  others, 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  same  subject.  Also,  the 
niumorial  of  John  VV.  Leigh  and  35  others,  citizens  of  Phil- 
adelphia, on  the  sama  subject- 


By  Mr.  VINTON  :  The  petition  of  Andrew  McKim,  pray- 
ing to  be  placed  on  the  pr-nsjon  list. 

By  Mr.  J.  R.  INGKll.SOLL  :  Additional  memorials  from 
citizens  of  Philadelphia,  askini!  for  the  survey  of  aroute  tor  a 
post  road  between  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

By  Mr.  KELLOGG  :  TliQ  petition  of  a  meeting  of  inliab- 
itanls  of  Northeaston,  Washington  county,  New  Y6rk,  pray- 
ing for  the  termination  of  the  war  with  Mexico. 

By  Mr.  PHELPS:  The  petition  of  Charles  McClain,  of 
Missouri,  praying  the  confirmation  of  a  tract  of  land  to  him. 

By  Mr.  RUMSEY:  The  petition  of  N.  V.  Kiii<'kerbacker 
and  .524  others,  citizens  of  Steuben  county.  New  York,  for  tlie 
passage  of  a  law  making  newspapers  free  for  thirty  miles, 
and  for  a  uniform  rate  of  postage  on  letters. 

By  Mr.  DUER:  The  remonstrance  of  Silas  Wood  and 
others,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  against  the  passage  of 
a  bill  to  surrender  to  the  State  of  Indiana  the  bonds  of'that 
State  held  by  the  United  States  Government,  and  to  receive 
new  bonds  instead  thereof. 

By  Mr.  1'ALLMADGE  :  The  petition  of  Timothy  Carman 
for  a  register  for  the  schooner  James,  of  New  York.  Also, 
the  petition  of  Dennis  Harris  for  return  of  duties  on  sugars 
destroyed  hy  fire  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

By  Mr.  SMART  :  The  petition  of  Nesmith  MeClure  and 
others,  asking  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  Congress 
to  ascertain  whether,  and  to  what  extent,  and  by  what  law, 
the  slave  trade  exists  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

By  Mr.  WAKREN :  The  petition  of  Egbert  S.  Manning 
and  others,  citizens  of  Dutchess  county.  New  York,  praying 
that  the  General  Government  no  longer  traffic  in  the  public 
lands ;  that  they  be  laid  out  into  farms  and  lots  for  the  free 
use  of  such  citizens  as  will  occupy  them,  allowing  the  set- 
tler the  right  to  dispose  of  his  possessions  to  any  one  not 
possessed  of  other  lands;  and  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
public  lands  be  transferred  to  the  States  or  Territories,  on 
condition  that  such  disposition  should  be  made  of  them. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  May  30,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  report  of  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 
made  agreeably  to  law,  accompanied  with  such  ac- 
counts as  have  been  rendered  by  persons  charged 
or  intrusted  with  the  disbursement  of  moneys, 
goods,  or  efl^ects,  for  the  benefit  of  Indians,  from 
the  1st  of  October,  1846,  to  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1847;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  YULEE  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Hamilton  county,  Florida,  and  James  county, 
Georgia,  in  favor  of  a  mail  route  from  Troupville, 
Georgia,  to  Columbus,  in  Florida;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  citizens  of  Boston,  asking  the  purchase 
of  Mount  Vernon  Ijy  the  General  Government; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  a  petition  from  certain 
citizens  of  Wisconsin,  asking  that  the  next  census 
may  contain  information  relative  to  the  number  of 
freeholders  in  each  State  and  Territory  of  the 
Union;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  additional  documents  rela- 
ting to  the  claims  of  Elijah  Pratt  for  remuneration 
for  the  use  of  his  patent  valves;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  a  petition  from  judges 
and  members  of  the  bar  of  New  Orleans,  with  a 
report  of  the  committee  of  the  Louisiana  bar,  ask- 
ing that  the  practice  in  the  circuit  and  district  courts 
pf  the  United  States  in  all  civil  cases  may  be  made 
to  conform  to  that  of  the  courts  of  that  State. 

Mr.  D.  explained  the  present  system  as  being 
very  injurious  in  its  operation,  great  injustice  hav- 
ing been  perpetrated  under  it.  The  State  and  the 
bar  of  "Louisiana  would  not  have  complained  had 
the  evil  been  limited  to  the  mere  matter  of  proce- 
dure; but  it  affected  the  principles  of  law,  and  had 
led  to  very  serious  consequences  in  the  reversal 
of  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State, 
by  merely  changing  the  residence  of  the  claimants 
to  another  State,  and  thus  causing  the  improper 
transfer  of  an  immense  amount  of  property. 

Mr.  YULEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  following  memorials: 

From  the  surviving  officers  and  crew  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  brig  Somers; 

From  that  of  Ebenezer  Whitten; 

From  that  of  William  Davis;  which  was  con- 
curred in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATCPIISON,  it  was 

Rcsotred,  That  a  select  eomnnttce  of  three  be  appointed 
by  the  Presiding  Ortic(-r  of  the  Senate  to  ex;iniine  into  and 
report  upon  the  memorial  of  certain  Cherokee  claimants 
presented  to  the  Senate,  complaining  against  the  course  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  AflUirs,  as  also  the  dillerent 
boards  of  conmiissions appointed  under  the  Cherokee  treaty 
of  ISJ.'i  and  1836;  and  that  said  conmiittce  iiave  powsr,  ana 
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they  arc  hereby  directed,  to  send  lor  records  and  papers,  and 
to  compel  the'  attendance  of  witnesses  and  n  port  lu  the 
Senate  sncli  cvjd(-nce  as  may  be  lurnislied  by  llie  records 
ami  papers  or  begivi^n  by  the  witnesses  touching  tlie  mat- 
ters III"  complaint  contained  in  miscellaneous  House  docu- 
ment No.  y  of  the  present  session,  and  that  said  coinniiltee 
report  wliul  measure  of  relief,  if  any,  the  claimants  are  eii- 
-tilled  to. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  in  pursuance  of  leave,  intro- 
duced a  joint  resolution  to  close  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  and  to  fix  a  day  for  tiie  next  session; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading, 
as  follows: 

Resolved,  ^'c.,  Tliat  the  present  session  of  Congress  be 
closed  by  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  tlie 
House  of  Representatives,  by  adjourning  their  respective 
Houses  at  12  o'clock  meridian,  on  the  fir^t  Monday  of  July 
inxt,  aiul  that  the  next  session  of  Congress  be  held  the  first 
Monday  of  October  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  cm  rent  and  contingent  expen- 
ses of  the  Indian  depaitment,  and  for  fulfilling 
treaty  stipulations  witli  the  various  Indian  tribes 
for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  June,  1849. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  a  clause  appropriating  ^10,000  to  remu- 
nerate Colonel  R.  M.  Johnson  for  the  houses  ren- 
dered useless  by  the  discontinuance  of  the  Indian 
school. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  he  must  object  to  the 
proposed  amendment,  which  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  bill,  or  with  any  other  appropriation  bill. 
It  was  strictly  and  properly  a  claim.  It  proposed 
to  pay  $10,000  to  Colonel  R.  M.  Johnson  for  inju- 
ries allegeci  to  have  resulted  to  him  from  the  re- 
moval of  the  Choctaw  school.  If  it  was  to  be  the 
subject  of  legislation  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  intro- 
duced as  a  distinct  measure,  and  made  the  subject 
of  a  separate*  bill.  A  rule  had  been  introduced  in 
the  Flouse  of  Representatives  prohibiting  the  inser- 
tion in  appropriation  bills  of  amendments,  unless 
for  some  object  authorized  by  law.  Bills  of  this 
character  ought  to  be  kept  clear  of  amendments 
which  had  not  been  subjected  to  examination  by  the 
committee.  Admit  every  amendment  which  might 
be  proposed,  and  the  bill  would  be  made  a  sort  of 
omnibus  to  carry  through  all  schemes,  however 
extravagant  they  may  be.  Let  that  practice  be 
admitted,  and  every  object  embraced  in  every  other 
bill  may  be  attached  to  an  appropriation  bill.  He 
hoped  the  Senate  would  not  be  prevailed  on  to  give 
its  sanction  to  any  amendment  which  did  not  limit 
and  guard  the  appropriations. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  replied  that  this  subject  had 
undergone  the  examination  of  a  committee;  that  it 
was  deemed  a  just  claim;  and  he  had  offered  it  by 
instruction  of  the  committee.  He  admitted  the 
impropriety  of  introducing  amendments  which  had 
not  passed  through  a  committee.  He  would  not 
go  into  the  justice  of  the  claim,  which  did  not  seem 
to  be  doubted,  or  he  could  show,  by  sufficient  evi- 
dence, that  it  ought  to  be  received. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  he  did  not  believ4  in 
the  justice  of  the  claim,  as  he  regarded  that  Colonel 
Johnson  had  already  been  paid  over  and  over 
again. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  referred  to  parts  of  the  bill  to 
show  that  there  were  more  inappropriate  matters 
than  the  one  he  had  offered.  He  would  ask  for 
the  reading  of  the  mcmoiial.  The  memorial  was 
then  read. 

Mr.  ATFIERTON  reiterated  his  objections  to 
any  amendmi;nts,  except  such  as  went  to  guard 
and  limit  appropriations;  and  defended  the  items 
in  the  bill  which  had  been  called  inappropriate  by 
the  Senator  from  Missouri.  He  knew  of  no  law 
creating  the  Choctaw  school;  and  proceeded  to 
comment  on  the  manner  in  which  it  was  estab- 
lished, and  the  extravagant  expenditures  to  which 
it  had  led.  He  read  from  documents  to  sustain 
his  varioiLs  statements,  and  adverted  to  an  agree- 
ment made  by  Colonel  Johnson  with  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, that  the  school  should  be  continued  for  two 
years  longer,  and  thai  it  should,  ut  the  end  of  that 
time,  be  diKconlinucd. 

Mr.  BI'^LL  vindicated  the  amendment,  as  ori"-i- 
naling,  after  much  consideration,  wiih  the  Com- 
mittee on  Mi'itary  Aflairs.  The  school  hud  been 
continued,  with  the  sanction  of  the  (joverninent, 
until  this  time,  and  hud  constittited  the  means  of 
Colonel  John.son  for  his  o\y}\  support.  And  now 
that  the  school  is  to  be  withdrawn,  it  ought  not  to 
be  contended  thai  all  the  imprfivemenis  Colonel 
Jolin.Hon  had  been  induced  to  make  should  be  left 
on  hiy  handu  as  a  dead  loss. 


Mr.  CRITTENDEN,  in  reference  to  a  charge 
made  by  Colonel  Johnson  of  one  dollar  for  each 
scholar  for  the  use  of  a  spring,  explained  that 
there  was  a  medicinal  spring  in  tlie  vicinity  of  the 
school,  which  was  not  in  the  hands  of  Colonel 
Johnson,  and  that  the  proprietor  charged  this  dol- 
lar for  the  use  of  the  spring  for  each  pupil.  The 
amendment  was,  in  his  opinion,  very  proper,  and 
this  was  the  proper  bill  in  which  it  should  be  in- 
troduced.    He  hoped  it  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  BAGBY  thought  the  amendment  out  of 
place  in  this  bill.  But  if  it  was  not,  he  could  not 
give  his  vote  for  it.  Colonel  Johnson  had  been 
paid  for  twenty-five  years  all  he  had  charged,  and 
we  are  now  called  on  to  pay  him  the  full  value  of 
the  property.  To  this  he  could  not  give  his  con- 
sent. If  he  were  to  give  way  to  his  sympathies, 
he  would  give  liberally  to  Colonel  Johnson;  but 
he  could  not  sanction  his  conduct  in  pressing  this 
claim  on  the  Government. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  gave  his  reasons  for  his  sup- 
port of  the  amendment,  and  pointed  out  some 
inconsistency  in  the  course  of  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  to-day,  and  his  course  in  refer- 
ence to  another  bill  some  short  time  since — the 
deficiency  bill. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  made  a  brief  reply,  to  put 
himself  right  as  to  the  consistency  of  his  course. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  asked  for  the  reading  of  a 
paper  containing  Colonel  Johnson's  own  idea  of 
the  inception  of  the  school,  and  the  understanding 
entered  into  between  him  and  Governor  Barbour, 
when  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  NILES  made  some  remarks  against  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  BUTLER  expressed  a  desire  to  know 
whether  this  sum  was  intended  to  pay  for  build- 
ings erected  with  an  understanding  that  they  were 
erected  for  the  use  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  was  willing  to  give  a 
fair  compensation  for  the  injury  done  to  the  build- 
ings occupied  for  a  school. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  stated  that  the  evidence  of 
the  injury  to  the  amount  appropriated  by  the 
amendment  was  complete.  If  the  Senate  would 
agree  to  postpone  the  bill  until  to-morrow,  he  would 
put  his  amendment  in  a  more  unexceptionable 
form. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  BELL,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  BELL  submitted  an  amendment,  which  he 
proposed  to  offer  to  the  bill,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  FOOTE  asked  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  which  was  considered  and  agreed 
to. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  send  to  tlie  Senate  (if  in  liis  judgment  not  in- 
consistent with  the  public  interest)  a  copy  of  any  coniuiu- 
nlcation  from  Commodore  Perry,  or  from  any  other  authentic 
source,  containing  additional  information  connected  vvitli 
tlie  existing  condition  of  alfairs  in  Yucatan 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and,  after  some  time,  the  doors  were  reopened, 
and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  May  31,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  CUMMINS,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill,  of 
which  previous  notice  had  been  given,  declaratory 
of  the  rights  of  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  protect  them  in  the  peaceful  exercise 
and  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  privileges  against 
the  acts  and  influence  of  foreign  Governments  and 
their  diplomatic  agents;  which  was  read  twice. 

Mr.  CUMMIINS  moved  to  refer  it  to  a  select 
committee  of  five  members. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary;  which  latter  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  OUTLAW,  from  the  select  committee  to 
which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  annual  message 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
making  provision  for  the  families  of  regulars  and 
volunteers  who  have  died  from  wounds  or  other 
causes  in  Mexico,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
families  of  such  commissioned  and  non-coumus- 
sioned  olTicers,  privates,  and  musicians,  whether 
belonging  to  the  regular  army  or  to  any  volunteer 
corps,  us  may  have  been  killed  in  battle,  or  died 


from  wounds  received,  or  diseases  contracted,  or 
other  casualties  occasioned  whilst  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  dining  the  war  with  the  Repub- 
lic of  Mexico,  and  for  other  purposes.  The  bill 
was  read  and  committed. 

THE  NATIONAL  FINANCES,  ETC. 
Mr.  STROHM,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Expenditures,  having  had  under  consideration  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting his  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the  finances 
to  Congress,  with  the  view  of  ascertaining  whether 
the  statements  contained  in  said  report  are  correct, 
and  whether  the  said  statements  could  not  be  sub- 
mitted in  a  form  more  simple  and  less  difficult  to 
comprehend,  made  a  report,  which  concludes  with 
the  following  resolutions,  and  recommended  their 
adoption: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  required  to  tiansuiit  to  this  House,  as  soon  as  may 
be  convenient,  a  staiemenl  of  the  duties,  revenues,  and  pub- 
lic e^pendltures  dniiug  the  last  and  tlie  present  fiscal  years, 
ending  June  ^0,  1848,  exclusive  of  trust  funds,  according  to 
ihe  form  of  siatement  A,  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary, specifying  pariieul.irly  and  keeping  separate  the  stock 
issued  for  specie  depo>ited  and  that  i>sued  in  funding  treas- 
ury notes,  and  noting  what  amount  of  said  stock  was  issued 
umler  the  act  of  July  22,  18-16;  what  amount  under  the  act 
of  January  28,  1847;  and  what  amount  under  acts  prior  to 
July  22,  18-16,  respectively. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  required  to  furnish  tliis  House  with  a  statement  of 
the  public  debt  on  the30tli  day  of  June,  1848,  and  such  other 
Platemeuts  in  reference  to  treasury  notes  al  ihe  expiration  of 
the  present  fiscal  year,  as  are  required  by  the  22d  section  of 
the  act  of  January  28, 1847,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the 
issue  of  treasury  notes,  a  ioan,  and  for  other  purposes,"  to 
be  furnished  at  the  cominenc(^ment  of  each  session. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  making  up  his  annual  statements  of  the  finances 
at  the  conimeneement  of  each  session,  to  make  those  state- 
ments close  at  and  embrace  one  period  of  time,  so  far  as  the 
cirumstances  of  the  case  render  it  practicable  to  do  so. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  printing  ten  thousand  extra 
copies  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Expendi- 
tures on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  report  and  resolutions  being  before  the 
House  for  its  consideration — 

Mr.  BEDINGER  said,  that  until  the  present 
session,  tlie  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures 
had  been  considered,  generally,  he  believed,  cer- 
tainly by  him,  as  a  mere  nullity.  At  the  last  ses- 
sion, if  he  was  rightly  informed,  that  committee 
had  not  had  a  single  meeting.  But,  all  of  a  sud- 
den, this  same  committee  seemed  to  have  sprung 
into  great  importance.  From  doing  next  to  nothing, 
or  nothing  at  all,  it  had  suddenly  commenced  an 
elaborate  attack  on  the  official  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  The  report  prepared  by 
the  committee  contained  some  thirty-nine  or  forty 
pages.  The  simple  history  of  this  matter,  so  far 
as  Mr.  B.  knew  it,  was,  that  this  elaborate  report 
had  been  made  and  adopted  by  the  committee  be- 
fore the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  the  slight- 
est idea  that  any  such  thing  was  going  on. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  what  he  had  to  ask  of  the 
House  was,  that  the  report  might  not  be  ordered 
to  be  printed  as  yet,  but  that  time  should  first  be 
allowed  for  the  making  of  a  minority  report. 

Mr.  B.  admitted  that  he  had  received  some  no- 
tice of  something  of  the  kind.  There  had  been  a 
sub-committee  appointed  by  the  committee,  of 
which  sub-committee  he  was  appointed  a  n'lcmber, 
and  he  had  been  notified  of  a  meeting  of  the  com- 
.  mittee  generally,  but  not  of  the  sub-comniiilee;  he 
had  not  even  known  where  the  committee  itself 
sal;  nor  had  he  had  the  least  idea  that  a  report  so 
labored  was  to  be  oflered  in  the  House  by  that 
committee;  but  it  was  suddenly  sprung  on  the 
committee,  and  had  been  at  once  adopted.  He 
wanted  further  time  for  the  preparation  of  a  coun- 
ter refiort;  and  with  this  view  he  would  move  that 
the  rejiort  be  recommiltcd. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  suggested  n  modifica- 
tion of  the  motion  so  as  to  print  the  report  of  the 
minority  of  the  committee,  and  let  both  reports  go 
to  the  country  together. 

Mr.  STROHM  said  that  the  report  he  had  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  had  been  ordered  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  in  the  Treas- 
ury Department.  The  minority  of  the  committee 
had  had  ample  time  to  prepare  any  paper  they 
wished  to  sulimit.  The  gentleman  himself,  from 
Virginia,  who  had  just  taken  his  seat,  had  had  ihe 
majority's  report  in'  his  own  hands  for  two  weeks, 
wiih  full  opportunity  to  examine  it;  yet  he  com- 
plained of  the  report  as  having  been  sprung  on  a 
sudden,  and  asked  for  time  to  make  a  minority 
report.     If  the  House  thought  that  further  time 
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ouo;ht  to  be  allowed,  they  would  of  course  grant  it. 
If  the  report  contained,  as  was  asserted,  numerous 
"errors,  there  had  certainly  been  sufficient  time  to 
expose  them.  Mr.  S.  would  not  say  that  there 
were  no  errors  in  it,  but  one  thing  he  was  entirely 
sure  of,  and  that  was,  that  the  Secretary's  report 
contained  not  a  few.  That  document  would  be 
found  to  be  full  of  errors.  The  report  from  the 
committee  was  not  an  attack  upon  the  Secretary, 
but  simply  a  fair  examination  and  exposition  of 
the  errors  to  be  found  in  his  official  report  to  the 
country. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  was  mistaken  in 
saying,  that  at  the  last  ses.sion  of  Congress,  the 
committee  had  not  sat  at  all;  they  had  had  meet- 
ings, and  sundry  matters  had  been  referred  to 
them  by  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  asked  whether  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  would  have  any  objec- 
tion that  the  minority  and  majority  report  should 
go  out  together?  The  printing  of  the  majority 
report  would  not  be  delayed  a  single  hour.  The 
minority  report  would  be  ready  in  the  course  of 
some  eight  or  ten  days,  and  that  was  as  soon  and 
sooner  than  the  public  printers  would  be  able  to 
set  it  up.  What  could  the  gentleman  find  to  ob- 
ject against  such  an  arrangement? 

Mr.  STROHM  replied,  he  did  not  know  that, 
for  himself,  he  had  any  particular  objection 

Mr.  COBB,  (in  his  seat,)  interposing,  said  he 
hoped  it  would  be  done. 

Mr.  STROHM  (continuing  in  reply)  said,  he 
had  stated  the  lime  that  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee had  had  to  make  a  counter  report,  and  he 
would  leave  with  the  House  to  decide  whether 
they  would  defer  the  printing  to  give  the  minority 
more  time. 

Mr.  HUDSON  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the 
motion  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Cobb]  was  a  very  singular  one — a  motion  to 
print  a  document  which  was  not  yet  prepared.  He 
presumed  that  when  the  minority  of  that  commit- 
tee should  make  a  report,  there  would  be  no  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  the  House  to  suppress  it; 
but  the  idea  of  ordering  a  document  to  be  printed 
which  was  not  now  in  existence,  seemed  to  him 
very  extraordinary  indeed,  and  very  objectionable. 
"When  a  report  was  presented,  and  a  motion  was 
made  to  print,  it  was  competent  for  any  gentleman 
to  call  for  its  reading,  and  the  reading  would  enable 
the  House  to  judge  whether  it  was  suitable  to  be 
printed  or  not.  But  how  could  they  call  upon  the 
House  to  vote  on  a  document  which  was  not  yet 
in  existence — which  would  perhaps  be  written  by 
somebody  at  some  future  period?  The  question 
was  an  entirely  different  one;  the  House  could  not 
judge  until  the  report  was  presented  whether  it 
should  be  printed.  If  the  report  was  presented, 
he  certainly  would  vole  to  print  it,  unless  there 
was  something  very  objectionable,  very  much  out 
of  character,  in  it;  which  he  did  not  anticipate  from 
this  committee,  or  any  committee  of  the  House; 
but  he  could  not  vote  to  print  that  or  any  other 
document  until  such  document  was  prepared,  it 
seemed  to  him,  while  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
had  shown  his  usual  ingenuity,  he  had  not  present- 
ed a  case  whicli  would  bear  examination  at  all.  If 
any  gentleman  on  this  side  of  the  House  should 
move  for  the  printing  of  a  document  which  was 
not  yet  prepared,  and  which  perhaps  never  would 
be,  he  presumed  that  gentleman  would  be  among 
the  very  first  to  interpose  his  objection. 

Now,  suppose  they  ordered  this  report  to  be 
printed,  and  printed  together  with  the  minority 
report,  which  might  be  made  at  some  future  pe- 
riod, and  suppose  the  minority  should  conclude 
not  to  make  a  report,  what  would  become  of  this 
majority    report,?     Why,    it    was   ordered    to    be 

Crimed  on  acont/iiion-precedent  which  might  never 
e  complied  with. 

Mr.  COBB.  You  can  limit  them  as  to  the 
time;  require  them  to  make  their  report  within  a 
given  time.     There  is  no  ditliculty  about  that. 

Mr.  HUDSON.  If  it  be  true  that  the  minority 
have  had  this  report  in  their  hands  for  two 
weeks 

Mr.  BEDINGER  said  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Stroiim]  did  very  courteously  offer 
that  report  for  his  examination  two  weeks  ago;  but 
it  should  be  remembered  that  it  contained  forty 
pages,  and  that  they  had  been  preparing  it  all 
winter. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  inquired  of 
Mr.  Bedinoi::r  if  the  report  had  not  been  in  his 


hands  and  those  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  Hall]  two  weeks? 

Mr.  BEDINGER.     About  that. 

Mr.  HUDSON  (resuming)  said,  if  he  under- 
stood correctly,  there  had  been  a  sub-committee 
chosen  for  this  investigation.  His  friend  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Bedinger]  was  on  that  sub-com- 
miliee;  and  if  his  friend  from  Pennsylvania  had 
had  that  subject  in  his  hands  during  the  whole 
winter,  surely  his  colleague  on  the  same  sub-com- 
mittee had  had  it  in  his  hands  during  the  same 
length  of  time;  and  certainly  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  had  precisely  as  long  a  time  to  prepare 
a  minority  report  as  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia had  had  to  prepare  the  majority  report;  and,  in 
addition,  had  had  two  weeks  after  the  document 
had  passed  out  of -the  hands  of  the  majority  of  the 
sub-committee.  It  seemed  to  him,  under  all  these 
circumstances,  to  ask  a  delay  of  two  or  three  weeks, 
or  even  ten  days  more,  was  a  very  unreasonable 
request.  He  'would  print  the  majority  report; 
when  the  minority  report  came  in,  he  would  print 
that;  and  if  there  were  extra  numbers  printed  of 
the  one,  he  would  print  extra  numbers  of  the 
other.  He  would  deal  alike  with  them.  But  he 
objected  to  one  being  kept  back,  for  the  purpose, 
perhaps,  of  preventing  its  early  circulation  among 
the  members  of  this  House  and  the  people. 

As  he  presumed  the  House  were  prepared  to 
vote,  he  would  move  the  previous  question;  but, 
upon  urgent  appeal,  he  waived  the  motion  for  the 
present. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  motion  to  print 
a  paper  which  was  not  in  possession  of  the  House 
was  strictly  not  a  parliamentary  motion,  and  could 
not  be  received  except  by  general  consent;  but  that 
the  object  might  be  accomplished  by  a  motion  to 
postpone  the  printing  until  the  minority  report 
came  in. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  said  he  was  not 
aware  of  the  existence  of  the  report  now  under 
consideration,  until  this  debate  called  his  attention 
to  it.  Not  being  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Expenditures,  he  of  course  could  not  know 
anything  of  its  intentions. 

Upon  looking  at  the  report,  however,  very  hast- 
ily, he  found  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
papers  ever  presented  to  this  House.  He  would 
ask  to  read  its  commencement: 

"The  Committee  ou  Public  Expenditures,  liaving  had  un- 
der considertition  the  letter  oC  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
communicating  liis  annual  report  on  the  state  of  the  finances 
to  Congress,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  the  statements 
contained  in  tiiat  report  are  correct,  and  whether  said  state- 
ments could  not  be  made  in  a  form  less  difficult  and  more 
easily  to  be  comprehended,  report,"  &e. 

That  committee  had  taken  jurisdiction  and  charge 
of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  they 
had  assumed  the  duties  of  tiie  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means.  And  why  or  how  had  they  done  so  ? 
Who  had  authorized  them  to  take  charge  of  that 
subject?  Certainly  not  the  rules  of  this  House; 
nor  had  it  been  referred  to  that  committee  by  reso- 
lution or  orderof  this  body.  If  such  resolution 
exists,  let  it  be  produced.  He  presumed  none 
such  could  be  found.  He  would  read  the  rule  of 
the  House  prescribing  the  duties  and  marking  the 
proper  jurisdiction  of  that  committee: 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Expend- 
itures to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  several  public  depart- 
ments, and  particularly  into  laws  maluiig  apprupriation^  of 
niimey,  and  to  report  whether  the  moneys  have  been  dis- 
bursed conformably  with  such  laws;  and  also  to  report, 
from  time  to  tiuie,  such  provisions  and  airani;einents  as  may 
be  necessary  to  add  to  tlie  economy  of  the  departments  and 
the  accountability  of  their  ollicers." 

Now,  was  there  any  branch  of  this  report  which 
came  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Expenditures,  as  marked  out  by  this  rule? 
He  did  not  complain,  nor  did  any  member  on  his 
side  of  the  House,  or  of  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee, complain  that  the  committee  had  thought 
proper  to  investigate  the  statements  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  He  was  willing  and  desi- 
rous to  have  tliat  investigation  take  place.  All  he 
wanted  was,  that  justice  and  fairness  should  be 
observed.  Had  that  course  been  pursued?  He 
would  like  to  know  of  some  member  of  the  com- 
mittee whether  the  Secretary  had  been  heard. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  (in  his  seat.)  No;  no 
notice  was  given. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  (continuing.)  Fie  would  like 
some  gentleman  of  the  majority  of  the  committee 
to  state  whether  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
been  notified  by  any  member  of  the  committee  that 
such  an  examination  was  Koins  on  ?     He  did  not 


deny  the  right  of  any  committee  of  this  body  to 
examine  and  pass  upon  whatever  the  House  com- 
mitted to  its  charge;  he  did  not  intend  to  say  that 
such  committee  had  to  give  an  officer  notice  in  ad- 
vance of  their  investigation.  No  such  thing.  But 
if,  in  the  course  of  such  examination,  the  commit- 
tee should  find,  or  think  it  had  found,  an  error,  an 
inconsistency,  or  a  falsehood,  it  should  communi- 
cate the  fact  to  the  officer  whose  conduct  was  being 
passed  upon,  and  give  him  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
plain it.  After  the  explanation,  it  should  decide 
and  report  to  the  House  accordingly. 

Mr.  HALL, of  Missouri, the  floor  being  yielded, 
in  further  reply  to  the  question  of  Mr.  Rockwell, 
slated  his  recollection  to  be  that  the  report  of  the 
majority  had  been  in  his  possession  and  that  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  about  two  weeks 
from  last  iVIonday. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  interposed 
further,  to  inquire  whether  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  was  not  one  of  the  sub-committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  committee,  and  whether  that  was 
not  more  than  two  months  since? 

Mr.  BEDINGER,  (in  his  seat.  )  I  will  answer. 

Mr.  HALL.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  was 
on  the  sub-committee.  I  do  not  know  how  long 
since  the  resolution  appointing  them  was  adopted. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL.  Was  it  not  known  to  the 
officers  of  the  Treasury  Department? 

Mr.  HALL  did  not  know;  but  his  impression 
was,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  knew 
nothing  about  the  matter  until  ten  days  ago. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL.    Has  he  not  been  informed  ? 

Mr.  HALL'S  impression  was,  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  had  been  informed  of  it  within  the 
last  ten  days.  He  wished  to  state,  further,  he  did 
not  know  how  long  the  majority  of  the  sub-com- 
mittee had  been  engaged  in  preparing  that  report  as 
thereportof  the  majority  of  the  committee.  He  knew 
it  was  very  long,  embracing  thirty-nine  pages,  that 
more  than  half  of  which  was  taken  up  in  difficult, 
intricate  calculations.  Now,  all  that  the  minority 
of  the  committee  desired  was,  that  they  might 
have  a  full  and  fair  opportunity  of  examining  these 
estimates  made  by  the  majority  of  the  sub-com- 
mittee, and  if  they  were  incorrect  to  be  permitted, 
to  show  their  incorrectness,  and  put  the  actual  state 
of  facts  before  the  country.  He,  for  one,  had  no 
objection  to  the  publication  of  this  majority  report; 
he  was  anxious  it  should  be  published;  he  was 
anxious,'  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
not  discharged  his  duties,  that  the  country  should 
know  it.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  been  assailed  impi-operly,  he  wished 
it  to  be  known,  and  that  opportunity  should  be 
given  to  expose  the  errors  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee.  He  wished,  in  one  word,  that  "the 
truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth," 
should  go  before  the  country. 

Then  what  did  they  propose  ?  They  were  engaged 
in  Dreparing  a  minority  report;  it  was  not  yet  com- 
pleted; they  believed  they  could  gel  it  ready  in  ten 
days;  if  they  did  not,  they  were  willing  that  the 
majority  report  should  be  printed  without  it.  All 
they  wanted  was  a  fair  opportunity  to  examine  and 
elicit  the  whole  truth  and  put  it  before  thecountry. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL.  Has  not  that  report  been 
in  the  possession  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury? 

Mr.  HALL.     It  has  not. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL.  Had  not  a  copy  of  it  been 
in  possession  of  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment? 

Mr.  HALL  referred  to  Mr.  Bedinger  for  an 
answer. 

Mr.  BEDINGER  said  he  thought  it  very  prob- 
able it  had;  but  at  the  same  time  not  one  particle 
of  notice  had  been  given  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  while  they  were  preparing  it.  It  would 
be  very  strange  if,  after  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee had  adopted  it,  the  Secretary  should  not 
know  it.  But  this  report  had  been  sprung  upon 
thecommittee  asit  had  been  sprungupon  the  House 
and  the  country,  and  it  was  impossible  to  imagine 
that  the  committee  intended  or  designed  anything 
like  such  action  when  they  appointed  the  sub- 
committee; if  so,  it  was  kept  entirely  secret  from 
the  minority. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  inquired 
whether,  if  this  report  were  printed,  it  would  not 
give  every  gentleman  an  o|iporlunity  to  examine 
Tt,  and  answer  it,  if  they  saw  fit  to  attempt  it? 
"Whether  the  printing  of  the  report  would  not  be 
better  for  the  other  side  of  the  House? 

Mr.  HALL  replied,  he  thought  it  would  not  be 
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better  for  his  sfde  of  i lie  Flouse  or  the  country  that 
this  report  should  be  first  printed,  and  an  ex  parte 
statement  he  spread  before  tlie  country.  That  was 
not  the  wnv  to  do  justice. 

Mr.  HOUSTON ,  of  Alabama,  resumed  the  floor. 
He  had  been  referrini;;  to  the  extent  of  the  juris- 
diction of  the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  conveying;  the  impression 
that  he  or  any  other  member  on  his  side  of  the 
House  desired  the  suppression  of  that  report,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  showing;  that  it  was  a  piece  of 
the  party  machinery  of  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
and  not  intended  to  elucidate  and  bring  forth  the 
facts  of  the  case  as  they  existed.  The  rule  which 
he  had  read  defined  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Expenditures',  and  they  saw,  that 
according;  to  their  own  statement,  the  majority  had 
transcended  their  jurisdiction.  Tlie  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  not  been  referred 
to  them,  but  they,  so  eager  to  create  party  capi- 
tal, had  gone  beyond  the  extent  of  their  powers, 
and  grasped  after  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  drawn  it  within  the  vortex 
of  their  investigation.  Let  them  go  further,  and 
see  hov/  this  liad  been  done.  One  would  ima- 
gine that  the  object  of  the  report  was  to  bring 
forth  facts  connected  with  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury;  but,  instead  of  that,  the  fact 
was  admitted  that  the  Secretary  had  not  been  ad- 
vised of  the  investigation  at  all.  If  gentlemen 
desired  to  know  the  truth,  and  publish  to  the  world 
whether  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  been 
correct  in  his  statements,  why  had  they  not  given 
him  the  opportunity  of  being  heard  when  they  held 
their  sessions  ?  Why  hold  their  sessions  in  secret, 
not  only  so  far  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Tieasury — 
whose  statements  and  allegations  were  under  ex- 
amination by  them — was  concerned,  but  why  hold 
them  in  secret,  as  far  as  their  colleagues  on  the 
committee  were  conrerned  ?  It  liad  been  stated 
in  this  debate,  that  in  preparing  this  ex  parte  state- 
ment, which  they  had  endeavored  to  force  upon 
the  country  involving  interests  of  such  magnitude, 
they  had  not  advised  a  part  of  the  committee,  as 
well  as  the  Secretary,  of  their  proceedings. 

Mr.  STROHM  (the  floor  being  yielded)  said  he 
was  chairman  of  the  sub-committee,  and  had  taken 
particular  pains  to  inform  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia of  its  meetings,  and  that  he  had  promised  to 
attend,  but  had  taken  no  notice  of  it,  and  never  did 
attend,  and  neither  was  he  present  when  the  whole 
committee  were  called  together. 

Mr.  BEDINGER  could  not  suffer  this  statement 
without  notice  to  go  forth  to  the  world,  and  the 
impression  to  be  made,  that  he,  as  one  of  that  sub- 
committee, had  had  full  notice  of  what  was  intend- 
ed, and  had  refused  to  attend  its  meetings.  He 
said  he  knew  nothing  of  the  sort.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  luid  notified  him  once  or  twice 
that  the  committee  (he  did  not  say  the  sub-com- 
miitce)  would  meet.  He  had  never  dreamed  of 
this  committee  appointing  a  sub-committee  to  con- 
eider  and  spring  on  the  House  such  a  report  as 
that;  and  from  such  a  com"^nittee  a.<5  that  to  which 
he  was  compelled  to  say  he  had  been  degraded 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  He  had 
had  no  idea  of  it;  and  the  gentleman  knew  very 
well  that  half  of  the  time  they  had  not  known  in 
wliat  room  they  were  to  meet;  they  had  not  met 
at  first,  bei;ausc  they  could  not  find  a  room,  then 
because  they  could  not  get  a  quorum,  and,  finally, 
when  lie  had  despaired  of  meeting  the  sub-com- 
mittee, the  whole  committee  were  astonished  by 
having  this  bundle  of  errors  and  false  statements 
hurled  ujion  them.  And  when  they  asked  ten 
(lays  to  s<;t  the  matter  before  the  country  correctly, 
they  were  told  that  they  had  had  time  to  prepare; 
tliat  he  (Mr.  Bedinger)  was  one  of  the  sub-com- 
mittee appoinird  to  work  such  wonder.s.  He  had 
his  doubts  whether  any  member  of  that  commit- 
tee had  prepared  the  report;  he  thought  he  saw 
uf)on  it  blundering  marks  which  he  could  find  else- 
where. Certainly  he  could  not  be  charged  with 
delinquency,  with  neglect  of  his  duty  in  such  a 
case  as  this,  when  he  had  gone  for  days,  and  not 
been  able  to  find  either  the  sub-committee  or  the 
committee. 

Mr.  STROHM  had  no  intention  to  misrepresent 
the  gentleman,  neither  could  he  submit  to  be  mis- 
represented by  him.  He  proceeded  to  state  more 
minutely  the  facts  relative  to  the  meetings  of  the 
corrmiitlee,  and  said  that  it  was  only  at  the  first 
meeting  that  the  gentleman  from  Vu'ginia  could 
have  luid  any  difficulty  in  ascertaining  the  place  of 


meeting;  tiiat  he  had  more  than  once  notified  the 
gentleman  of  tlie  meeting  of  the  sub-committee, 
and  he  had  as  often  failed  to  attend;  that,  after  the 
report  was  made  to  the  committee,  the  chairman 
notified  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (or  at  least 
said  he  did,)  who  had  in  like  manner  failed  to 
attend  there  also;  that,  after  the  report  was  adopt- 
ed, it  was  given  into  the  hands  of  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Hall,]  and  subsequently  to 
Mr.  Bedik'cer  also,  and  tliis  something  like  two 
weeks  since. 

As  to  llie  authorship  of  the  report,  the  House 
could  judge  for  itself  when  it  was  printed.  As  it 
had  been  called  in  question,  however,  he  might 
state  that  no  man  had  written  one  woid  or  syllable 
of  it  but  himself.  He  had  collected  the  materials 
at  the  Treasury  Department;  he  had  told  the  ofli- 
cers  there  that  he  was  about,  as  one  of  the  sub- 
committee, to  examine  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury;  that  he  believed  it  contained  erro- 
neous statements,  and  some  which,  upon  a  close 
examination,  would  appear  on  its  face. 

He  was  asked  how  long  since  he  had  first  gone 
to  the  department.  He  could  not  say  precisely, 
but  he  believed  more  than  two  months  since.  He 
had  to  examine  the  books,  &c.,  and  they  had  given 
him  every  facility  he  had  aslced  for. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  proceeded  to 
comment  on  the  fact  that  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  given  no  notice  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Tieasury  of  the  purpose  of  the  majority  of  the 
committee  to  prefiare  this  report. 

Mr.  STROHIVI  said,  it  had  never  occurred  to 
him  that  a  committee  or  sub-committee  of  this 
House  was  required,  as  a  part  of  their  duty,  to 
notify  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  their  in- 
tention to  enter  upon  an  examination  of  a  report 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  the  dis- 
cliarge  of  his  duty,  made  to  this  House  at  the 
commencement  of  the  session.  It  would  be  recol- 
lected, however,  that  some  time  after  the  Secretary's 
report  had  been  before  the  country,  a  communica- 
tion was  received  from  him  apprising  the  House 
that  an  error  had  been  discovered  to  the  amount  of 
nearly  seven  millions  of  dollars.  Now,  he  would 
ask  the  gentlemen  opposite  if  that  was  not  enough 
to  call  to  that  report  the  attention  of  not  only  the 
Committee  on  Public  Expenditures,  but  of  every 
member  of  the  House.'  It  did  arrest  the  attention 
of  the  members  of  the  House,  and  a  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hudson]  made  a  speech 
upon  it  in  pointing  out  otlier  errors.  The  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Rockwell]  also  made 
a  speech  upon  it,  and  tlie  gentlemen  opposite,  the 
particular  and  political  friends  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  promised  to  reply  to  those  speeches; 
but  weeks  and  months  had  passed  away,  and  no 
reply  had  yet  been  made.  Now,  were  not  the 
speeches  of  those  gentlemen  notifications  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  his  report  was  un- 
dergoing an  examination?  It  was  a  subject  that, 
it  would  be  admitted,  ought  to  be  inquired  into; 
and  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  gentleman  had  no 
right  to  complain  tliat  ample  notice  had  not  been 
given.  Why,  notice  was  given:  for  he  went  him- 
self to  the  department  to  make  inquiries  to  aid  him 
in  the  investigation  wliich  he  was  making,  and  he 
never  concealed  his  object. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  said  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Strohm]  had  con- 
fessed, in  the  face  of  the  House  and  of  the  country, 
that  he  had  given  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  no 
opportunity  to  explain  what  the  majority  thought 
to  be  discrepancies  or  errors.  Then  it  must  have 
been  his  intention  to  obtain  what  he  might  call 
facts  in  his  own  way,  and  through  liis  own  medi- 
um. No  one  would  deny  but  that  statements,  and 
especially  those  which  naturally  and  necessarily 
pertain  to  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  are  ditticult  of  a  proper  understanding, 
and  particularly  by  those  unacquainted  with  such 
calculations  and  reports.  Different  men  put  dif- 
ferent constructions  u|)on  the  same  sentence,  un- 
derstanding it  to  mean  difl'erent  things.  He  had 
no  doubt  such  was  true  in  regard  to  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  yet,  upon  those 
very  points  of  doubt  and  misunderstanding  on  the 
part  of  the  committee,  they  have  refused  an  ex- 
planation from  the  author  of  the  report;  a  man 
whose  ]iolitical  re[)utation,  if  not  his  private  char- 
acter, was  invofvcd.  He  could  see  neither  fair- 
ness, justice,  nor  propriety  in  this;  nor  would  any 
fair-lhinking  man,  iVce  from  party  bias,  ajiprovc 
the  course  of  the  committee. 


He  asked  gentlemen  if  they  were  willing  to  pub- 
lish that  which  would  injuriously  affect  the  char- 
acter of  an   officer  or  a  citizen,  without  knowing- 
whether  it  is  true— without  giving  the  individual, 
thus  to  be  injured,  an  opportunity  to  explain. 

If  gentlemen  desired  nothing  but  fairness,  why 
did  they  desire  to  send  forth  an  ex  parte  statement.' 
Why  not  agree  to  let  the  minority  report  be  print- 
ed, and  form  a  part  of  the  same  document  with 
the  majority  report?  If  they  believed  in  their  own 
report,  they  would  not  fear  it — they  would  prefer 
that  the  views  of  the  minority  should  go  with 
theirs,  side  by  side,  giving  to  the  country  a  fair 
opportunity  to  examine  and  determine  upon  their 
respective  merits  or  demerits.  Such  were  his  no- 
tions of  justice  and  liberality. 

It  was  not  his  purpose  to  defend  the  present 
head  of  the  Treasury  Department  because  a  Dem- 
ocratic administration  was  in  power..  No  such 
thing.  He  would  defend  upon  the  same  grounds 
and  under  like  circumstances  any  public  function- 
ary or  any  administration.  If  truth  be  the  object, 
let  us  have  it;  and  to  obtain  it,  let  us  adopt  those 
means  best  calculated  to  bring  it  forth.  He  ap- 
pealed to  gentlemen's  sense  of  propriety  and  right. 
He  appealed  to  their  love  of  justice  and  truth,  and 
asked  whether  the  course  pursued  by  the  commit- 
tee was  open,  frank,  or  manly?  If  the  report  was 
a  development  of  facts,  and  an  exposure  of  error, 
why  not  let  the  minority  send  their  views  with  it? 
He  wanted  this  report  published,  and  would  regret 
its  suppression.  The  minority  desire  it  made 
public;  they  believe  it  abounds  with  mistakes  and 
errors.  All  they  ask  is  an  opportunity  to  exhibit 
those  errors. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  wished  to 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  if  he  intended 
to  be  understood  as  saying  that  it  was  the  duly  of 
a  committee  of  this  House  to  go  to  officers  of  this 
Government  or  to  other  functionaries  to  get  from 
them  a  report  to  sustain  a  report  which  such  oflicers 
might  have  made  to  Congress? 

Mr.  HOUSTON.     Not  at  all. 

Some  interlocutory  "conversation  followed,  when 
the  debate  was  arrested  by  the  expiration  of  the 
morning  hour. 

CLERKS  IN  THE  DEPARTMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKAY,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  special  order,  viz:  the  bill 
regulating  the  appointment  of  clerks  in  the  execu- 
tive departments,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  ANDREW  .TOHNSON  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  two  new  sections,  to  come  in 
after  section  1,  providing  for  the  apportionment  of 
the  oflices  according  to  representation,  and  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  officers  in  four  classes,  one  class 
to  be  discharged  every  two  years. 

Mr.  J.  expressed  high  gratification  on  finding 
his  distinguished  friend  from  North  Carolina  [Mr. 
McKay]  standing  up  in  that  House,  and  reporting 
a  bill  of  the  character  of  that  which  had  now  been 
read.  Mr.  J.  entirely  approved  of  the  first  sec- 
tion, and  wished  that  his  amendment  should  im- 
mediately follow. 

It  would  be  objected  by  some  gentlemen  that 
the  amendment  proceeded  on  the  principle  of  the 
offices  of  Government  being  considered  as  spoils, 
to  be  equally  divided.  One  thing  was  clear,  that 
the  offices  were  essential  to  the  carrying  on  of  the 
Government,  and  that  for  discharging  the  duties 
of  these  the  clerks  received  an  emolument.  Now, 
if  so,  he  could  not  see  why  a  fair  proportion  of 
these  clerks  should  not  be  taken  from  the  various 
sections  of  the  Union,  and  not  all  from  one  favored 
locidity,  subjected  to  a  ))articular  influence.  Such 
an  arrangement  could  not  justly  be  charged  with 
being  founded  on  the  spoils  principle.  If  all  the 
public  offices  should  be  divided  among  the  several 
Congressional  districts  throughout  the  country, 
they  would  average  some  leti  or  twelve  to  each 
district;  and  all  men  knew  that  in  each  district 
there  were  far  more  than  that  number  more  than 
competent  to  discharge  the  duties  of  all  the  offices. 
If  the  ]iossession  of  oflice  was  considered  as  con- 
ferring any  honor  on  those  who  held  it,  and  if  it 
was  productive  of  any  profit  to  the  occupiuit,  why 
not  let  these  honors  and  profits  be  equally  shared 
among  all  the  distiicts  in  the  country?  How  had 
the  fact  sHood?  Some  particular  portions  of  the 
Union  had  enjoyed  a  very  large  portion  of  all  the 
ap()ointinents  to  clerkships  under  the  Government 
— so  much  so,  that  it  had  with  truth  been  said  that 
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some  particular  States  had  for  some  time  been  pen- 
sioned by  the  General  Government.  This  had, 
some  time  since,  been  especially  true  of  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  while  Ohio  and  the  other  Slates  of 
the  West  had  scarce  a  man  in  any  of  the  depart- 
ments here. 

If  efficient  and  able  men  were  required  to  dis- 
charge.the  duties  required,  why  not  seek  them  in 
the  Congressional  districts  generally,  instead  of 
looking  for  them  all  from  one  or  two  States  only  ? 
'Why  this  partiality  to  one  favored  section  of 
country.' 

The  principle  of  the  amendment  wag  clearly 
ri^ht  in  itself.  Adopt  it,  and  what  would  be  the 
efl'ect?  How  would  it  operate?  If  the  people  of 
the  West  came  to  understand  that  a  bill  had  be- 
come a  law  which  required  a  distribution  of  Gov- 
ernment offices  throughout  all  the  Congressional 
districts,  according  to  a  fair  proportion,  and  that 
they  were  to  have  their  share  with  the  rest  of  the 
Union,  would  not  their  ambition  be  awakened,  and 
would  they  not  take  pains  to  educate  and  qualify 
their  boys,  so  as  to  fit  them  for  sucli  a  duty?  It 
would  do  immense  good.  They  would  find  that 
their  son.''  stood  a  chance,  at  least,  to  be  placed  in 
public  office;  and  even  if  that  hope  should  be  dis- 
appointed, thqJjBbrt  to  prepare  himself  would  have 
done  a  young  man  no  harm.  Though  he  failed  to 
get  an  office  at  Washington,  he  might,  perhaps, 
obtain  as  good  a  situation  elsewhere. 

It  was  objected  by  some  gentlemen,  that  Con- 
gress cou-ld  not  control  the  Executive  in  his  power 
to  make  appointments;  that  they  could  not  require 
him  to  make  an  appointment  from  a  particular 
Congressional  district — he  must  have  the  whole 
Union  to  choose  from.  But  did  not  gentlemen 
remember  that  in  the  ten -regiment  bill  the  Presi- 
dent was  required,  in  the  appoinment  of  colonels, 
to  take  them  only  from  among  the  majors?  Now, 
if  it  was  competent  for  Congress  to  restrain  the 
power  of  appointment,  by  restricting  it  to  a  par- 
ticular class  of  individuals,  why  not  to  a  particular 
Congressional  district?  Congress  could  as  well 
require  the  one  condition  as  the  other. 

Mr.  .T.  would  imbody  one  idea  still  further, 
would  he  not  subject  himself  to  the  old  charge  of 
ultra  Democracy;  yet  he  did  believe  he  was  a  little 
better  Democrat  than  many  who,  when  before  the 
people,  professed  to  believe  them  all  that  was  hon- 
est and  upright;  but-when  they  arrived  at  head- 
quarters, seemed  quite  to  forget  their  constituents, 
and  could  sneer  at  the  very  idea  that  the  people 
were  always  honest. 

Mr.  J.  had  been  going  further  to  insist,  that  in 
making  these  appointments,  there  should  always 
be  a  fair  proportion  of  Whigs  as  well  as  Democrats 
among  them. 

He  would  inquire  who  it  was  that  now  ruled 
this  Government?  and  who  was  it  that  supported 
the  Government?  Was  it  the  farmers  and  the  me- 
chanics of  the  country  who  had  the  rule?  Was  it 
the  laboring,  the  producing  class  of  our  popula- 
tion? Was  it  the  farmers,  who  alone  amounted 
to  between  four  and  five  million^  ?  What  interest 
was  felt  in  them?  What  proportion  had  they  in 
the  representation  on  that  floor?  and  what  in  the 
public  offices?  Who  was  it,  he  again  asked,  who 
ruled  this  country?  Let  any  gentlemen  go  to  our 
State  Legislatures  and  inquire  into  the  professions 
of  the  members  who  composed  them,  and  he  would 
find  that  the  legislators  were  confined  almost  en- 
tirely to  the  lawyers.  Now,  Mr.  J.  said  this  in  no 
invidious  spirit:  he  entertained  no  ill-will  against 
lawyers:  he  wished  he  was  himself  a  good  one; 
but  it  was  a  fact  that  nearly  all  the  members  in 
our  State  Legislatures  were  lawyers;  it  was  they 
who  had  the  control  of  this  Government.  Now, 
man  was  but  man,  and  could  any  one  who  under- 
stood man  attempt  to  argue  tliat  men  would  not  be 
influenced  in  legislation  by  a  view  to  subserve  to 
some  extent  their  own  interest? 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  here  inter- 
posed to  say,  that  in  the  Legislature  of  his  State, 
a  large  proportion  of  the  members  were  farmers. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said  he  was  glad  to  hear  such  a 
favorable  account  of  things  in  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvaniii.     If  a  majority  of  her  Legislature 
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consisted  of  farmers,  the  body  was  so  much  the 
more  likely  to  be  sound  and  healthy.  But  taking 
the  State  Legislatures  together,  he  did  not  believe 
the  farmers  were  one  to  a  thousand ;  and  if  the  rep- 
resentation of  the  lawyers  of  the  country  was  com- 
pared with  the  representation  of  the  farmers,  he 
should  not  be  surprised  if  it  turned  out  to  be  almost 
a  million  to  one.  At  the  last  Congress  he  had  fur- 
nished himself  with  statistical  tables  which  showed 
this  difference.  Mr.  J.  was  understood  to  say, 
that  he  did  not  believe  there  were  twenty  laboring 
men  in  all  our  Legislatures  put  together;  the  resi- 
due were  almost  all  lawyers.  Mr.  J.  was  stating 
facts  as  they  existed.  And  such  bfeing  the  fact,  what 
was  the  natural  result?  What  could  any  man  rea- 
sonably expect?  Would  any  one  attempt  to  con- 
vince him  that  the  legislation  of  the  country  would 
not  be  warped  to  some  degree — he  did  not  say  de- 
signedly, but  where  all  were  perfectly  honest  in 
their  intentions — so  as  to  suit  their  own  interests? 

Mr.  HUNT  asked  Mr.  J.  what  he  meant  by  a 
"  laboring  man  ?" 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said,  as  the  word  was  used  in 
common  parlance,  (it  was  true,  that,  in  some  sense, 
a  lawyer  might  be  a  laljoring  man;)  it  signified  a 
man  \\Jio  performed  physical  labor — a  farmer  or  a 
mechanic;  men  who  earned  their  bread  by  the  sweat 
of  their  face,  and  not  by  fatiguing  their  ingenuity. 

Mr.  HUNT.  Did  tlie  gentleman  confine  the 
term  to  them  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Not  at  all;  but  he  mentioned 
mechanics  and  farmers,  because  they  constituted 
the  basis  of  society,  on  which  all  the  rest  must 
stand.  Mr.  .T.  had  no  objection  to  any  man  be- 
cause he  was  a  lawyer;  but  he  stated  the  fact  when 
he  said  that  lawyers  ruled  this  Government,  and 
that  they  constituted  the  aristocracy  in  this  coun- 
try. It  grew,  in  part,  out  of  their  reading  and  early 
habits  of  thought.  The  young  man  who  entered 
a  lawyer's  office  was  set  to  reading  Blackstone  and 
Kent's  Commentaries;  he  came  soon,  and,  in  the 
first  place,  to  understand  the  form  of  the  British 
Government  much  better  than  he  did  our  own;  and 
he  came  to  believe  it  to  be  the  best  in  the  world. 
He  learned  this  before  he  understood  the  Constitu- 
tion of  his  own  country.  Young  men  who  passed 
through  an  academic  course  and  a  regular  collegi- 
ate education,  and  then  went  to  reading  English 
law  books,  might,  indeed,  talk  about  Democracy, 
but  it  was  all  mere  theory;  it  was  talk,  and  talk 
only.  They  had  no  sympathy  with  the  man  in 
the  workshop  or  the  field.  [Here  Mr.  J.,  address- 
ing the  other  side  of  the  House,  turned  quite  round, 
at\d  became  inaudible  to  the  reporter.] 

Mr.  HUNT  called  Mr.  J.  to  order  for  irrele- 
vancy— he  was  not  speaking  to  the  bill. 

The  CHAIR  observed  he  was  not  able  to  per- 
ceive the  connection  of  the  gentleman's  last  remarks 
with  the  suliject  before  the  House. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said  it  was  very  hard  sometimes 
to  see  what  was  not  to  be  seen.  He  supposed  the 
gentleman's  point  of  Ofder  was  a  mere  quibble. 
Men  who  found  themselves  in  a  tight  place  were 
very  apt  to  raise  questions  of  order.  Mr.  J.  did 
not  profess  to  know  much  about  special  pleading. 

Mr.  T-IUNT  made  a  reply,  but  in  the  confusion 
of  the  House  it  was  not  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said  he  had  been  going  on  to 
speak  of  things  as  they  ought  to  be,  and  of  such  a 
state  of  things  as  his  amendment  was  calculated 
to  bring  about,  and  his  remarks  were  relevant. 
His  amendment  proposed  that  a  fair  proportion  of 
the  public  offices  should  be  distributed  to  each  dis- 
trict, and  a  fair  proportion  of  the  clerks  appointed 
should  be  taken  from  the  class  of  farmers  and 
mechanics.  Now,  if  it  was  not  in  order,  while  ad- 
vocating such  an  amendment  to  show  that  these 
classes  had  had  great  injustice  done  to  them,  the 
discovery  must  be  made  by  a  mind  much  brighter 
than  ordinary. 

But  here  JVIr.  J.  wanted  to  read  a  letter.  There 
had  been  many  attempts  made  to  flatter  him  by 
letters  and  otherwise;  and  he  had  had  to  set  his 
face  against  them;  but  this  letter  had  not  been  writ- 
ten by  a  lawyer.  When  he  received  flattery  from 
a  man  who  subscribed  himself  as  did  the  writer  of 
this  letter;  when  it  came  from  men  who  wielded 


the  .scissors  or  the  plough,  he  confessed  that  even 
flattery  from  such  men  was  most  dear  to  him;  and 
this  was  the  more  especially  so,  as  coming  from  a 
part  of  the  country  which  he  had  expected  to  be 
opposed  to  him.  The  letter  he  would  .send  to  the 
Clerk's  table  came  from  a  farmer  of  the  old  Bay 
State. 

It  was  read  as  follows  : 

Bromfielb  Farm, 
Harrard,  Worcester  Co.,  Maxn..  Jlpril  ]9,  J848. 

Respected  Sm :  Rncclve  a  I'aniK-r's' thanks  for  your 
prompt  attention  to  the  retjuest  I  took  the  liberty  of  address- 
ina;  to  you  tlirough  Mr.  Pnlfruy.  I  have  read  yoiii  resolutions, 
sir,  with  very  meat  satisfaction..  As  one  of  the  farmers  of 
Worcester  county,  although  approvinshighly  of  thejusliceof 
the  high-toned  rpjiuhlicaii  principle  which  breathes  through 
them  a!l,  yet  in  the  name  of  my  fellows  of  the  plough  and 
sickle,  do  I  express  my  gratitude  for  "the  due  regard  that 
should  lie  had  to  the  farmers  and  mechanics  of  our  country," 
as  expressed  in  your  last  resolve  but  one.  I  shake  your 
hand  heartily  for  these  resolutions,  and  accept  the  "compli- 
ments" you  did  rne  the  honor  personally  to  offer  to  myself. 
"  Ayes  87  to  32"  for  laying  on  the  table  !  "  Do  these  87  reflect 
fora  moment  that  vveie  it  not  for  the  producerand  mechanic 
they  would  themselves  be  laid,  not  indeed  on  or  under  the 
table,  hut  on  or  under  the  sod,  with  or  without  a  coffin  ?  Do 
the  87  know,  sir,  or  knowing  do  they  heed,  that  the  body  for 
which  you  act  is  the  decided  majoritij  of  their  constituents? 
Do  they  theorize  only,  or  do  they  i'eel,  when  speaking  of 
the  sovereignty  of  the  people,  that  of  this  mass  every  culti- 
vator of  God's  beautiful  earth  is  a  king — ay,  "every  inch  a 
king.'"  Do  they  not  consider  that  our  minds,  in  the  free 
country,  are  not  reflected  by  the  venal,  servile  party  presses 
of  oiir  cities,  tlio.-se  imposthumeson  our  body  politic.''  No,  sir; 
we  ploughmen  of  Massachusetts,  as  well  as  your  cotton  plant- 
ers of  Tennessee — we  of  the  interior — feel  that  these  87  mis- 
represent us.  They  despise  the  God-ordained  "  sweat,"  and 
turn  away  their  aristocratic  noses  from  our  barn  odors,  and 
hands  redolent  of  tobacco !  They  forget  we  can  read,  surely; 
that  we,  their  sovereign,  gave  them  a  chart  to  steer  by — a 
Constitution  :  a  polar  star,  too,  to  direct  their  compass  by — 
Liberty  !  They  forget  that  their  President  we  look  upon 
merely  as  our  head-waiter,  to  whose  office  we  give  the  most 
money,  because  we  expect  the  most  intelligent  work  from 
our  chief  servant!  Ah,  sir,  revolutions  need  not  be  confined 
to  France,  nor  to  sunny  Italy.  You  need  one,  many  of  us 
think  who  see  Bunker  Hill  monument,  here.  Yes,  we  cis- 
Atlantio  paper  freemen  need  one.  The  Ihrice-broken  Con- 
stitution, by  our  chief  servant,  has  more  matter  in  it  than 
threepence  a  pound  on  tea  for  revolution. 

Excuse  a  plain  farmer,  respected  Mr,  Johnson  ;  but  let  the 
87  bt+ware  of  trampling  down  in  the  du.st  the  spirit  of  "lib- 
erty, equality,  and  fraternity,"  which  we  drink  in  at  our 
ploughs,  fresh  from  the  air  of  God's  heaven,  whether  we 
drive  the  ox,  or,  as  you,  the  horse,  in  our  teams. 

Again  we  shake  your  hand,  friend  of  the  farmer;  and  un- 
like Virgil's  "  fortunatos  agricolas,"  weA-noio  our  own  good, 
and  are  happy  to  find  (as  we  are  without,  it  appears,  in 
Massachusetts)  a  Maecenas  from  the  State  of  the  Cumber- 
land Mountains. 

Honored  sir,  should  you  move  again  in  this  matter,  will 
you  do  me  the  favor  to  remombtr  your  new  friend  of  Mas- 
sachjusetts,  and  send  him,  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
your  speech  or  other  effort  on  sur-h  occasion  .' 

With  affectionate  respect,  I  am,  sir,  a  Harvard  farmer, 
and  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  BROMFIELD  PEARSON. 

Hon.  A.  Johnson. 

That  (said  Mr.  J.)  was  one  of  not  a  few  letters 
he  had  received  on  this  subject.  He  had  intro- 
duced the  principles  on  which  his  present  amend- 
ment was  founded  at  the  last  Congress,  and  again 
at  the  present  session.  He  had  received,  in  con- 
sequence, many  letters  from  that  class  of  the 
community,  and  others  connected  with  it  more  or 
less  nearly.  To  receive  flattery  from  such  men, 
encouraged  him  to  press  forward,  and  with  untiring 
zeal  to  urge  upon  Congress  the  adoption  of  all 
suitable  measures  to  advance  their  interests. 

It  was  from  the  laboivof  these  men  that  all  we 
possessed  was  derived;  and  so  long  as  he  had 
breath  to  speak,  and  continued  to  be  honored  with 
a  seat  on  that  floor,  he  should  continue  to  act  as 
their  humble  advocate.  He  was  aware,  that  as  a 
class  of  men,  they  might  not  understand  or  appre- 
ciate fine-spun  theories;  but  when  it  came  to  action 
on  the  g>'eat  principles  of  Democracy,  they  did 
understand  them  well,  and  they  would  act  rightly. 
Though  Mr.  J.'s  attempts  had  again  and  again  been 
given'^the  go-by,  yet  he  should  proceed  on  the 
maxim  of  a  great  man,  who  has  said,  "  Reiterate— 
reiterate— reiterate!"  and  as  long  as  he  should  be 
able  to  lisp  these  principles  of  Democratic  action, 
so  long  should  he  bo  found  reiterating  and  reiter- 
ating them  here.  ,         i     • 

there  was  one  other  thing  that  oiight  to  be  in 
this  bill.  If  the  amendment  he  had  oflered  should 
be  adopted,  he  was  convinced  it  would  do  good 
It  incorporated  into  this  bill  for  the  appointment 
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of  Government  clerks,  the  prinnple  of  succession 
which  the  Constitution  applied  to  the  Senate. 
Tlicre  one-third  of  the  members  went  out  every 
two  years,  and  in  their  places  a  supply  of  pure, 
uncontaminated  representntion,  fresh  from  the  peo- 
ple, came  in.  Tlie  enervating,  corrupting  influ- 
ence which  usually  resulted  from  the  long  tenure 
of  office,  would  thus  be  counteracted  by  bringing 
in,  from  time  to  time,  a  mass  of  pure  and  healthy 
material.  The  amendment  adopted  and  imbodied 
this  principle  in  the  bill.  It  proposed  to  divide  the 
appointments  into  four  classes,  one  class  to  go  out 
every  four  years. 

What  was  the  state  of  things  here  in  Washing- 
ton, in  regard  to  the  offices  under  tiie  Govern- 
ment.' W^ho  did  not  know  that  the  office-holders 
held  on  like  grim  death  until  they  became  imbecile 
from  age,  and  incompetent  to  the  right  discharge  of 
their  official  duties.  Had  thin;  principle  of  succes- 
sion been  put  in  opcratiot),  there  would  not  now 
be  found  so  many  imbeciles  in  our  public  offices. 
There  were  men  wlio  had  lived  here  so  long  that 
tliey  thought  ihcy  could  not  live  elsewhere.  Hence, 
whenever  a  change  of  Administration  took  place, 
the  incomers  were  besieged  with  prayers  and  tears 
by  the  occupants  or  their  friends:  "Oh,  for  God's 
sake,  don't  turn  out  Mr.  A.;  lie  can't  do  anything 
else;  do  keep  him  in."  Had  tliere  been  a  law 
providing  that  one-fourth  of  those  in  office  should 
go  out  and  make  room  for  others,  tliis  would  not 
happen.  Such  a  law  would  work  great  good. 
There  were  men  here  who  had  gotten  their  places 
by  serving  one  of  the  political  parties  of  the  day. 
When  that  party  went  out  of  power,  and  their  op- 
ponents came  in,  straightway  these  men  changed 
tlieir  politics.  When  it  was  a  Whig  administra- 
tion, oh,  then  they  were  very  good  Whigs,  and, 
what  was  more, always  had  been.  Again,  when  the 
Democrats  came  in,  then  ihey  were  just  as  good 
Democrats.  They  were  all  things  to  all  men,  but 
always  for  their  offices.  But  if  a  man  caine  here 
with  the  understandina;  that  he  was  to  remain  but 
four  years,  what  would  he  do?  Why,  if  he  had 
common  sense,  he  would  begin  and  calculate  how 
much  he  could  live  on;  and  knowing  it  would  con- 
tinue but  a  little  while,  he  would  practise  economy, 
and  adopt  a  course  of  frugal  living.  He  would 
try  and  take  back  with  him  to  his  home  enough 
to  buy  him  a  little  farm,  and  thus  secure  a  home 
for  himself  and  his  children.  But  how  was  it  now? 
Expecting  to  remain  here,  office-holders  launched 
out  into  all  manner  of  extravagance,  lived  to  the 
extent  of  their  salaries,  and  often  beyond  them. 
Hence,  when  there  was  a  change  of  parties,  noth- 
ing was  heard  but  tears  and  groans — "  Oh,  sir,  for 
God's  sake,  don't  turn  him  out;  he  has  got  no 
money;  what  is  he  to  do?"  And  thus  it  got  to  be 
a  matter  of  humanity  to  retain  those  wlio  were 
unfit  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  office.  Should  not  such 
a  change  as  Mr.  J.  proposed  be  desired  by  all? 
Let  us  bring  in  new,  fresh,  uncontaminated  mate- 
rial at  one  end  of  the  line,  wl]ilc  a  like  amount  was 
dropped  at  the  other.  Such  a  system  of  office 
tenure  must  -surely  be  wished  for  by  all  who 
desired  political  purity  in  our  public  offices. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  had  prepared,  also,  another 
amendment,  which  he  should  offer  in  due  time, 
unless  he  should  be  cut  ofl'  by  the  previous  ques- 
tion.    It  was  in  these  words: 

Be  il  further  cuatciJ,  'J'hat  from  niid  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  all  per.-.ons  :ipp()iiiti'U  to  otiice,  and  who  m:iy  have 
served  elL;lit  con.s(!cutive  ywars  in  any  one  or  all  of  the  depart- 
nieiits  of  this  Govirnini;nt,  Khali  be  decnu'd  and  held  ineligi- 
ble to  reappointment  for  the  iioxt  four  years  ensuing. 

And  then  he  purposed  moving  a  third,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Be  it  enacted,  Tliaf  the  salaries  of  all  olTicers,  civil  and 
military,  holding  ollices  under  this  Government,  wln^c  llie 
salary  is  over  one  thousand  dollars,  and  no  con^tllntional 
prohihition,  from  and  afti;r  the  first  iHondav  in  Dcci^mbir, 
IWd,  shall  he  reduced  one-fiflli  upon  the  wlicde  iiniount  of 
Kflid  salary,  proviilcd  it  does  not  reduce  the  salary  helow  one 
thousand  dollars,  and  then  down  to  that  sum. 

Was  not  a  provision  like  this  in  confonflity  with 
the  object  of  thi.s  bill?  Talk  of  retrenchment! 
Let  gentlemen  test  their  faith  by  their  works.  Let 
them  not  go  into  the  approaching  presidential  elec- 
tion and  talk  from  the  slump  about  retrenchment 
and  retrenchment,  when  they  used  no  efforts  to 
effect  retrenchment.  We  had  had  loud  cries  of 
that  kind  in  previous  canvn.sscs;  but  where  was 
now  the  eflect  of  all  that  talk?  Could  any  man 
show  him  where  it  was  to  be  found? 

We  were  now  with  an  empty  treasury ;  the 
Government  was  borrowing  money;  the  country 
wa-s  bleeding  at  every  pore."    Let  gentlemen  com- 


mence this  work  of  retrenchment  with  iJiemselves. 
This  bill  was  in  its  character  a  bill  for  reformation, 
and,  if  carried  out,  it  wonld  have  glorious  results. 
Mr.  J.  was  in  favor  of  jirohibitine;  the  removal  of 
office-holders  unless  for  bad  conduct,  but  it  should 
be  united  with  his  limitation  of  the  term  of  office. 
With  that  restriction,  he  was  prepared  to  support 
that  feature  of  the  original  bill. 

Some  gentlemen  might  say  that  Mr.  J.  had  in- 
troduced this  amendment  with  a  view  to  dema- 
goging  it;  but  the  amendment  was  founded  on  a 
principle  obviously  correct.  So  far  as  Buncombe 
was  concerned,  he  had  not  been  as  hard  pressed 
as  some  gentlemen  whom  he  saw  around  hiin.  He 
had  no  doubt  about  his  course  meeting  with  the 
acceptance  of  his  constituents.  It  was  not  because 
he  was  bankrupt  in  jinlitical  capital  that  he  pre- 
sented this  amendment,  but  because  he  was  satis- 
fied it  was  right  in  itself^,  and  likely  to  effect  great 
good,  in  advancing  the  interest  of  common  men, 
which  should  ever  be  paramount  in  the  view  of 
the  people's  representatives. 

He  concluded  by  expressing  his  hope  that  ihp 
House  would  indulge  him  with  theyeasand  nays. 

Mr.  H  AMMONS  observing,  as  was  understood, 
that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  general  features  of  the 
bill,  proceeded  particularly  to  notice  the  declara- 
tions of  Mr.  Johnson  with  reference  to  the  influ- 
ence of  lawyers. 

When  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  said  the 
whole  country — both  the  General  and  Slate  Gov- 
ernments— were  under  the  dominion  of  lawyers, 
belonging  to  that  class,  he  felt  bound  to  deny  it. 
So  far  as  the  Slate  of  Maine  was  concerned,  such 
was  not  the  fact;  he  did  not  know  how  it  was  in 
Tennessee.  But  bethought  if  the  gentleman  wonld 
extend  his  researches  into  the  other  New  England 
States,  and  most,  if  not  all,  the  other  States  west 
and  south,  he  would  find  it  to  be  so. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  explained  that  his  declaration 
was,  that  the  number  of  lawyers  in  the  State  Le- 
gislatures and  in  Congress  was  greater  in  propor- 
-tion  to  the  number  of  lawyers  who  were  to  be 
represented  than  the  number  of  farmers  and  labor- 
ers in  proportion  to  the  number  of  their  classes 
throughout  the  country,  by  one  hundred  to  one. 

Mr.  HAMMONS  understood  the  gentleman  per- 
fectly. He  assumed  that  the  lawyers  and  their 
influence  controlled  the  legislation  of  the  country. 
It  was  all  assumption,  so  far  as  his  (Mr.  H.'s) 
section  of  the  coiuitry  was  concerned.  This  prac- 
tice of  attacking  lawyers  had  long  been  understood 
in  Maine.  It  had  been  the  theme  of  every  dema- 
gogue who  had  taken  the  stump  there  for  party  or 
selfish  purposes;  and  when  the  gentleman  rose 
here  and  made  a  regular  premeditated  attack  on 
the  lawyers  of  this  country  as  a  class,  he  assured 
him  that  the  people  of  Maine  would  understand 
his  position,  if  the  people  of  Tennessee  did  not. 
So  sensible  had  the  gentleman  been  of  the  position 
in  which  he  was  placing  himself,  that  he  had  pro- 
tested that  he  was  not  playing  the  demagogue  !  If 
he  had  not  been  playing  the  demagogue,  why 
make  the  protest?  The  gentleman  styled  the  law- 
yers the  aristocracy  of  this  country.  He  (Mr.  H.) 
gloried  in  such  an  aristocracy  as  that!  Of  the 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  some- 
thing like  four-fifths  were  lawyers.  Of  our  Presi- 
dents, all,  he  believed,  exc'fepting  Washington  and 
Harrison,  had  been  lawyer.s — even  Andrew  Jack- 
son himself.  If  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
chose  to  term  such  men  the  aristocracy,  he  (Mr. 
H.)  gloried  in  such  an  aristocracy.  Perhaps, 
however,  the  reason  for  the  peculiar  aversion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  to  lawyers  was,  that 
he  might  have  had  a  lawyer  for  his  opponent  du- 
ring his  last  canvass,  and  might  expect  another  for 
the  next;  and  although  he  hud  disclaiined  all  idea 
of  speaking  for  Buncombe,  it  might  pos.sibly  be  that 
he  might  conclude  to  circulate  this  speech  from 
here  instead  of  delivering  it  from  the  stuinp. 

He  also  noticed  and  commented  with  some  se- 
verity upon  the  second  pioposition  of  Mr.  John- 
son, to  reduce  by  one-fifth  the  salaries  of  clerks 
who  now  received  but  two  or  three  dollars  a  day 
for  six  or  seven  hours'  work,  when  he  himself  was 
very  willing  to  take  his  eight  dollars  per  divy  as 
member  of^  Congress,  and  eight  dollars  for  every 
twenty  miles  travel — amounting  to  something  like 
one  thousand  dollars  from  Tennessee  here — and 
.sny  nothing  about  reducing  this;  but  Mr.  Johnson 
cx|)laining  that  his  proposed  reduction  extended 
also  to  members  of  Congres.s,  he  accepted  tho  cor- 
rection, and  further  proceeded  to  vindicate  the  law- 


yers as  a  class,  and  discountenance  the  drawing  of 
invidious  distinctions  between  them  and  tailors, 
carpenters,  farmers,  &c. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  interposed, 
and  said  he  hoped  (here  would  be  no  further  alter- 
cation between  the  two  gentlemen,  because  one  was 
a  lawyer  and  the  other  a  tailor.  They  were  both 
engaged  in  making  suits.  [Roars  of  laughter.] 
Why  should  not  they  live  in  peace  as  brothers? 

Mr.  HAMMONS  having  concluded— 

Mr.  CUMMINS  said  he  thought,  if  they  were 
to  legislate  on  this  subject,  the  first  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  equitable  and 
proper  to  be  adopted.  It  was  simply  saying  that 
each  district  of  the  United  States,  embracTng  the 
Territories,  should  have  the  right,  if  they  desired, 
to  place  in  the  several  departments  their  due  pro- 
portion of  the  public  servants.  At  present,  the 
States  located  near  the  seat  of  Government  got  a 
proportion  of  clerks  far  beyond  what  their  com- 
parative population  would  entitle  them  to,  and 
when  individuals  from  remote  Slates  made  appli- 
cation, they  were  told  the  offices  were  filled;  and 
after  a  clerkship  was  once  filled,  if  a  vacancy  oc- 
curred by  death  or  removal,  those  who  Jived  here 
watched  the  vibrating  pulse  of  the  sick  man,  and 
before  the  breath  was  fairly  out  of  him,  applica- 
tions by  dozens,  and  hundreds,  were  made  for  his 
place;  or  they  knew  of  his  removal,  and  some  of 
them  were  likely  to  secure  the  place  before  persons 
from  a  distance  could  know  anything  of  it;  and 
thu.s  those  who  lived  beyond  the  mountains,  or  in 
remote  States,  could  not  get  appointments,  for  the 
reason  that  the  places  were  filled. 

The  same  principle  as  was  contained  in  this 
amendment  was  applicable  to  the  appointment  of 
cadets  and  midshipmen  in  the  nava!  schools,  and 
would  be  equitable  and  just  in  reference  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  clerks  in  the  public  departinents. 
Under  it,  each  section,  if  they  desired,  could  have 
some  of  their  young  men  in  the  public  offices, 
with  whom  they  could  intrust  their  business  and 
know  their  man.  It  would  also  have  a  salutary 
eflfect  as  a  check,  to  some  extent,  upon  the  clean 
sweeps  of  officers  which  were  too  common  on  the 
overthrow  of  one  administration  and  the  coming 
into  power  of  one  opposed  to  it.  He  would  not 
make  the  provision  obligatory,  but  would  provide, 
that  in  caseof  vacancies  in  thepublicofficesarising, 
if  applications  were  made  from  districts  which  had 
not  their  complement  according  to  population,  they 
should  have  the  preference.  For  these  reasons^ 
he  favored  the  principle  of  the  amendment,  though 
he  might  prefer  other  words  to  be  used  in  express- 
ing it. 

He  called  the  attention  of  Mr.  McKav  to  one 
provision  of  the  bill,  and  thought  the  principle  of 
availing  the  departinents  of  the  benefit  of  tlie  clerks' 
experience  should  be  carried  still  further,  by  trans- 
ferring, in  case  of  vacancy  arising  in  tlie  lower 
grades  in  the  Comptroller's  office,  persons  from 
the  Auditor's  office,  instead  of  making  new  appoint- 
inents. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  Mr.  Johnson's  amendment,  to  add  at  the 
end  the  following  : 

Said  appolntnioiits  to  be  made  by  the  heads  of  llie  de- 
partments, upon  the  nomination  of  tiie  member  of  Congress 
of  the  Congressional  district  at  the  lime  the  viicancy  lakes 
place  therein. 

He  said  the  Constitution  authorized  Congress  to 
vest  the  appointment  in  the  heads  of  departments, 
and  the  appointment  by  them  upon  the  recom- 
mendations of  members  of  Congress  for  their 
respective  districts  was  the  course  pursued  with 
reference  to  West  Point. 

Mr.  STANTON  sav/  little  necessity  for  any 
portion  of  this  bill,  and  certainly  little,  if  any  what- 
ever, for  the  amendment  of  liis  colleague.  He 
doubted  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  lo 
control  the  appointments  made  by  the  President; 
and  if  they  had  it  in  their  power,  they  ought  not  to 
do  it,  at  least  by  the  com|)lex  machinery  of  this 
bill.  He  objected  to  these  boards  of  examination, 
because  they  would  have  a  tendency  to  remove 
from  the  Executive  officers  that  responsibility 
which  was  ]ilaced  upon  them.  He  could  not  sea 
the  necessity  for  the  establishinent  of  such  a  sys- 
tem as  this,  because  lie  did  not  know  that  the 
public  service  was  suflcring  in  any  degree  from  the 
want  of  such  machinery  as  was -proposed.  It  was 
now  very  coiKimon,iwith  his  colleague  especially, to 
denounce  the  public  clerks  for  failure  to  discharge 
their  duties. 
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Mr.  JOHNSON  thoiiglit  his  colleague  was  mis- 
taken . 

Mr.  STANTON,  said  liis  colleague  knew,  of 
course,  what  he  had  said;  but  he  certainly  had 
lieard  him  make  Jong  speeches  in  which  the  clerks 
had  figured  very  .largely. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  explained,  thal»some  time  since 
he  had  made  a  speech  on  the  subject  of  clerks  gen- 
erally, and  had  said  something  abou-t  some  of  them; 
but  as  to  denouncing  the  clerks  in  the  general, 
broad  sense,  he  had  not,  nor  did  his  spcecli  as  re- 
ported represent  him  so.  He  had  spoken  of  some 
of  them,  but  had  not  denounced  them  as  a  class, 
■  "without  limit  or  qualification,  for  failure  to  dis- 
charge their  duty. 

Mr.  STANTON  was  very  glad  to  hear  the  ex- 
planalioti  of  his  colleague.  But  he  was  sure  that 
the  gentleman  had  considered  that  there  was  ^reat 
remissness  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  clerks,  if 
not  all;  that  they  did  not  work  a  great  many  hours 
■during  the  day,  and  that  they  ought  to  be  made  to 
perform  service  fer  a  longer  time.  Now,  he  knew 
from  intercourse  with  the  departments,  that  when- 
ever it  was  necessary,  the  clerks  were  required 
to  work  seven,  eight,  and  sometimes  ten  and 
twelve  hours  during  the  day;  and  he  believed  all 
that  was  necessary  would  be  attained  by  holding 
the  heads  of  the  Executive  departments,  and  the 
President  himself,  to  the  responsibility  to  which 
they  were  always  held — he  meant,  to  public  opin- 
ion; for  he  was  most  sure,  that  if  any  single  indi- 
vidual, in  any  single  department,  should  be  found 
indolent,  or  fail  to  perform  his  duties,  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  fact  to  the  head  of  the  department, 
or  the  President,  would  secure  hrs  dismissal  at 
once. 

The  amendment  of  his  colleague  seemed  to  be 
based  upon  the  idea  that  these  appointments  were 
for  the  benefit  of  the  individuals  appointed — to  af- 
ford them  a  support.  This  was  not  his  idea.  He 
thought  these  places  were  created  for  the  public 
Bervice,  for  the  public  good,  and  that  the  public 
good  was  the  only  thing  that  ought  to  be  consulted. 
It  was  not  whether  this  or  that  man  should  be 
provided  with  a  living,  but  whether  he  was  capa- 
ble of  performing  the  public  service  of  the  situation 
to  which  he  aspired.  He  thought  this  clearly  the 
proper  view,  and  that  it  plainly  showed  the  im- 
propriety of  his  colleague's  proposition,  that,  at  a 
particular  period,  a  man  who  had  become  accus- 
tomed to  do  the  duties  of  a  particular  office  should 
be  turned  out,  and  an  inexperie«eed  person  put  in. 
He  was  opposed  to  that  system;  he  believed  it  to 
be  wrong,  and  injurious  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  asked  if  he  was  to  understand 
his  colleague  to  be  opposed  to  giving  a  fair  propor- 
tion of  those  offices  to  the  citizens  of  his  Congres- 
jsional  district? 

Mr.  STANTON  replied,  thathe  certainly  would 
be  glad  that  every  man  in  his  district  who  desired 
an  office  should  have  one,  and  whenever  he  came 
to  him  and  wa«  qualified,  he  would  always  recom- 
mend them  to  the  President,  who  was  the  appoint- 
ing power^  But  they  had  no  right,  under  the  Con- 
stitution, to  control  the  President  in  these  matters. 
The  Constitution  said: 

"The  Pfpsidetit  Pliall  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  Uie  Senate,  shall  appoint  ambassadors, 
wherjMililic  njinisters  snd  ccyisul.*!,, judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  all  otiier  officers  of  the  United  States  whose  ap- 
pointment* are  not  hcr(;in  otherwise  provided  for,  and  w+iich 
should  be  established  l>y  law.  But  the  Congress  may,  by  law, 
vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferior  officers  as  they  think 
proper,  in  the  President  alone,  in  the  eourtB  of  law,  or  in 
theiieads  of  departments." 

Congress  could  not  control  this  discretion  given 
hy  the  Constitution  itself;  they  could  not  circum- 
scribe the  discretion  of  the  President  in  making 
these  appointments.  They  could  not  say  he 
should  appoint  a  man  from  a  particular  district. 
If  bs  hfid  the  disposition  to  do  so,  he  might  appoint 
them  all  from  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  desired  to  ask  his  coJIeague 
where  Congress  derived  the  power,  in  the  tcti-regi- 
raent  bill,  to  confine  the  President  in  appointing 
colonel^  atid  rnajois  of  the  army,  and  midsliipmen.' 
and  also,  to  provide  that  cadets  should  be  distribu- 
ted among  all  the  Congressional  districts,  which 
involved  the  same  firinciple.' 

Mr.  STANTON  apprehended,  if  the  subject 
were  examined  properly,  such  a  provision  would 
be  found  to  be  invalid;  if  ihey  were  officers  within 
the  meaning  of  this  section  of  the  Constitution,  it 
was  altogether  invalid,  and    the  proper  tribunal 


would  so  determine.  The  President  might  respect 
the  will  of  Congress  thus  expressed,  but  would 
not  constitutionally  be  bound  by  it. 

Mr.  NICOLL  replied  to  the  constitutional  ob- 
jections of  Mr.  Stantont.  Without  referring  to 
officers  appointed  by  the  President,  it  was  suffi- 
cient for  him  to  say  that  these  officers  were  ap- 
pointed only  by  the  heads  of  departments;  now, 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  knew  that  Congress 
was  authorized  to  vest  the  appointment  of  certain 
officer^  with  heads  of  departments,  and  he  sub- 
mitted with  some  confidence,  whether,  in  vesting 
in  them  these  appointrpents,  they  could  not  pre- 
scribe certain  limitations?  If  so,  the  whole  con- 
stitutional objection  was  done  away  with. 

Mr.  STANTON  inquired  if  it  would  be  compe- 
tent for  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  pro- 
vide that  in  every  district  of  the  United  States 
there  should  be  elections  for  officers,  and  that  ap- 
pointments should  be  made  of  them  by  the  heads 
of  departments  ? 

Mr.  NICOLL  replied  that  that  was  a  very  dif- 
ferent question.  He  merely  contended,  that  as 
Congress  had  the  power  under  the  Constitution  to 
vest  certain  appointments  in  the  heads  of  depart- 
ments, they  had  the  right  to  say  under  what  lim- 
itations and  restrictiotis  that  power  should  be 
exercised.  If  so,  all  constitutional  objection  fell 
to  the  ground. 

Probably  no  bill  had  come  up  for  a  long  period 
in  so  unobtrusive  a  manner,  which,  if  carried  out, 
would  be  productive  of  as  much  benefit  to  the 
public  service.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Stanton,]  that  these  offices 
were  for  securing  the  performance  of  the  public 
service,  not  for  the  benefit  of  political  partisans; 
therefore,  it  behooved  them,  by  every  means  in 
their  power,  to  give  efficiency  to  this  branch  of  the 
public  sei'Vice.  Now,  when  they  recollected  that 
there  were  more  than  500  offices  within  the  gift 
of  the  Government  in  this  city — (a  gentleman  near 
him  stated  there  were  about  800;  it  might  be  so) — 
any  one  could  see  at  a  glance  that  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  the  President  and  heads  of  depart- 
ments— the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  his 
300  clerks  in  his  department — with  all  the  multitu- 
dinous cares  of  office  upon  them,  to  make  their 
appointments  in  all  cases  such  as  would  best  pro- 
mote the  public  service;  and  when  they  recollected 
the  mighty  press  that  always  had  been  and  always 
would  be  \nade  upon  the  Executive  as  a  reward 
for  political  services;  when  they  recollected  the 
numerous  applications  for  aid  made  to  gentlemen 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  and,  in  the  course  of 
events,  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  might  be  called 
to  undergo  the  same  applications;  when  they  rec- 
ollected this,  he  should  think  that  every  one  would 
gladly  avail  himself  of  the  means  of  escaping  from 
this  gi-eat  labor.  This  bill  provided  that  all  can- 
didates for  appointments  in  the  bureaus  should  be 
examined  by  a  competent  board  to  examine  their 
fitness.  From  the  statement. of  this  proposition, 
it  was  difficult  to  see  how  anybody  could  object  to 
it,  if  the  board  should  be  properly  constituted,  and 
he  had  no  doubt  it  would  be,  of  so  important  a 
character  would  be  its  duties.  The  bill  went  one 
step  further,  and  said  that  merit  should  be  the  test 
of  office.  Now,  carry  out  these  two  principles, 
and  we  had  a  system  which  would  materially  im- 
prove the  state  of  the  departments.  No  doubt 
there  were  now  a  great  many  efficient  clerks,  but 
all  gentlemen  would  admit,  that  in  many  instances 
there  were  inefficient  men  in  the  departments. 
They  proposed  by  this  bill  to  establish  a  system 
now  and  hereafter  of  regulating  appointments, 
which  would  relieve  the  Government  from  great 
embarrassments,  and  heads  of  departments  and 
members  of  Congress  from  the  preee  of  applicants 
on  account  of  political  services,  and  secure  appoint- 
ments upon  merit. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  glanced  at  the  constitutional 
question,  and  considered  that  they  were  clearly 
authorized  to  make  the  proposed  limitations  upon 
the  appointments.  He  vindicated  the  bill  as  de- 
signed to  do  away  with  the  revolting  system  of 
"  to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils,"  and  to  make 
the  test  of  appointment  honesty  and  capability. 
Here  weve  some  800  individuals  emt>loyed  in  the 
various  departments  at  the  seat  of  Government, 
constantly  receiving  pay  from  the  treasury;  and 
unless  he  was  greatly  misinformed  by  those  who 
knew,  one-fourth  or  one-third  of  them  were  utterly 
incompetent  for  their  duties,  and  had  been  placed 
there  because  they  were  zealous  partisans. 


He  recited  and  defended  the  provisions  of  the 
bill,  and  opposed  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Johnson. 
He  considered  the  appointment  of  a  youns:  nian  of 
talent  to  an  office  in  this  city,  as  a  death-blow  to 
his  future  prospects.  It  required  more  integrity, 
more  sterling  principle,  to  resist  the  temptations  of 
this  city,  than  they  often  found  in  young  men  who 
were  applicants  for  office,  and  by  remaining  in 
office  for  a  while,  he  argued  that  they  were  entirely 
unfitted  for  any  independent  business.  He  cared 
not  for  any  limitations  as  to  the  localities  from 
which  the  officers  were  selected,  provided  they 
were  honest,  capable,  and  faithful,  as  this  bill  re- 
quii'ed. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  concurred  in  the 
general  views  of  gentlemen  who  had  advocated  the 
bill.  He  did  net  doubt  but  the  public  offices  ia 
this  city  were  in  many  instances  filled  by  incom- 
petent persons,  and  he  believed  that  some  such 
provision  as  was  proposed  by  this  bill  should  be 
established  by  law.  The  constitutional  objection 
of  the  gentletnan  from  Tennessee  did  not  in  his 
opinion  apply  to  this  case. 

Fie  proceeded  to  condemn  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Johnson,  as  based  upon  the  spoils  principle, 
calculated  to  make  the  scramble  more  general,  as 
directly  inviting  thereto  every  Congressional  dis- 
trict in  the  Union,  and  as  entirely  inconsistent  with 
the  principles  of  the  bill,  which  made  merit,  to  be 
ascertained  by  the  thorough  exammation  of  a  board, 
the  test,  while  the  requisite  qualification  under  the 
amendment  would  be  geographical  location. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  explained  and  urged  the  com- 
patibility of  his  amendment  with  the  bill,  and  that 
if  it  were  adopted,  its  only  efl^ect  would  be  to  re- 
quire the  test  to  be  applied  to  applicants  from  par- 
ticular sections. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  was  aware  there  was  such  a 
distinction  to  be  made;  but  how  did  the  gentleman 
reconcile  it  with  the  qualification  test  ?  If  they  were 
to  be  taken  from  the  several  districts  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, the  qualification  test  could  not  be 
applied. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  replied,  that  if,  on  examination, 
an  individual  who  came  from  a  district  was  found 
incompetent,  of  course  he  would  not  be  appointed. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said,  the  pi-oposition  in  this 
bill  was,  tliat  those  should  be  appointed  who  were 
found  to  be  the  best  qualified  by  the  board  of  ex- 
aminers, without  any  restriction  as  to  districts,  and 
of  its  general  principles  he  approved ;  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  passed  without  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee.  The  test  should  be 
proper  qualifications  for  the  office — qualifications 
both  intellectual  and  moral,  which  would  be  the 
best  guarantee  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  the  office.  It  had  been  proposed  that  the 
appointments  should  be  made  on  the  nomination  ■ 
of  the  members  of  Congress;  but  to  this  he  was 
opposed,  inasmuch  as  it  would  be  to  transfer  the 
apnointins:  power  to  members  of  this  House. 

Mr.  CABELL  thought  there  had  been  debate 
enough  on  this  bill,  and  therefore  he  called  for  the 
previous  question,  which  was  sustained  by  the 
House;  and,  under  its  operation,  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  fiom  Maryland  was  lejected. 

Mr.  A.  JOHNSON  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  his  amendment,  and  they  were  ordered  on  a 
division  by  tellers. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  called  for  a  division,  and  the 
vote  was  taken  on  the  first  branch  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  taken,  they  resulted 
thus:  yeas  G4,  nays  90;  so  the  first  part  of  the 
amendment  was  rejected. 

The  second  branch  of  the  amendment  was  then 
withdi-awn  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  as  it  was  depend- 
ent on  the  first  part,  which  hud  been  rejected. 

Several  verbal  amendments  were  made  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  VINTON  and  Mr.  HUDSON,  to 
the  first  and  second  sections. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
was  read  a  third  tirne  and  passed. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  on  the  passrfge  of  the  bill;  and,  on  his  motion, 
that  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

OREGO^f. 

Mr  HARALSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Aflairs,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  sup- 
pressing Indian  hostilities  m  the  Territory  ot  Ore- 
gon, and  for  other  purposes.  .        .. 

The  bill  was  twice  read,  and,  «<Jer  inqun-ies  by 
Messrs.  THOMPSON,  of  Pa.,  J.  R.  INGER- 
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SOLL,  ASHMUN,  and  McCLERNAND,  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ST.  JOHN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred 
Semite  bill  for  tlie  relief  of  John  Lorimer  Graham, 
late  postmaster  of  the  city  of  New  York,  reported 
the  same  back  to  the  House  without  amendment. 
Committed. 

Mr.  CRANSTON  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Rhode  Island  in  relation  to  the  abo- 
lition of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SIMS,  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  was  discharged  from  the  pe- 
tition of  Charles  Fletcher,  and  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

POSTAL  ARRANGEMEIV'T  BILL. 

Mr.  RROWN,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  the  Post- 
master General  was  anxious  that  this  bill  should 
be  speedily  passed,  and  as  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  had  reported  in  favor 
of  all  the  amendments  but  the  third,  they  could 
strike  that  out  and  adopt  the  rest.  He  confessed 
he  did  not  understand  the  precise  object  of  the 
third  amendment,  for  it  was  very  obscurely  drawn, 
unless  it  was  to  prevent  the  breaKing  of  bulk  until 
the  mails  were  delivered  to  the  post  office  authori- 
ties. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  hoped  the  bill  and 
amendments  would  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs  for  examination,  and  that  the 
amendments  would  be  printed.  It  appeared  to 
bim  that  it  was  proposed  by  this  bill  to  give  a 
greater  power  to  the  Postmaster  General  than  he 
could  bring  himself  to  sanction;  but  at  least  he  de- 
sired time  to  examine  into  its  provisions. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  said,  as  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  he  did  not  acquiesce  in  the  recommenda- 
tions of  that  committee  to  concur  in  tliese  amend- 
ments; nor  did  he  concur  in  the  sentiments  of  those 
wlio  were  the  friends  and  supporters  of  this  bill, 
either  originally  or  now.  He  believed  it  was  an  as- 
sumption of  power  on  the  part  of  this  Government, 
which  was  not  authorized  by  the  Constitution,  to 
establish  mail  routes,  or  to  control  the  mails  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  United  States.  He  could 
find  no  authority  in  the  Constitution  for  the  exer- 
cise of  such  a  power,  and  the'rcfore  he  was  opposed 
to  both  the  bill  and  the  amendinents,  and  he  hoped 
they  would  not  be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  ROOT  said  he  had  reported  in  favor  of  a 
concurrence  by  the  direction  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  JONES  did  not  intend  to  convey  the  idea 
that  the  representation  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
was  not  correct;  he  only  meant  to  say  that  he,  as 
a  member  of  that  committee,  dissented  from  the 
report. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  lay.the  bill 
and  the  amendments  on  the  table,  and  that  the 
amendments  be  printed. 

Mr.  ROOT  said  the  amendments  had  been  ex- 
amined by  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads,  and  they  concurred  in  all  but  one.  It 
was  desiral)le  that  the  bill  should  be  passed  imme- 
diately, and  therefore  he  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded  by  the  House. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  who 
avowed  his  object  to  be  to  gain  time  to  examine 
the  amendments,  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wkdnesday,  May  31,  1848. 

Mr.  BORLAND  presented  the  credentials  of  the 
Hon.  Wii.i.i\M  K.  Skbastian,  appointed  by  the 
Governor  of  Arkansas  to  fill  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  decease  of  the  Hon.  Chester 
AsHLKY.  Mr.  SEBASTiA>f  Was  then  sworn,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Mr.  HALS  presented  a  memorial  of  numerous 
citizens  of  Sandusky  city,  Erie  co\inty,  Ohio 
praying  the  renioval  of  the  scat  of  Government 
from  WashinL'ton  city  to  the  city  of  Cincinnati- 
which  was  laid  on  the  table.  ' 

Mr.  YULEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  moved  the  discharge  of  the  committee  from 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  President  to  increase  the 
naval  establishment  of  the  United  Stales;  which 
was  agreed  to. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  MASON, 

Kcxolccd,  Tliat  the  rip?i(lpnt  of  tlie  tTnitcfl  States  l)e  re- 
quested to  cominunionte  to  the  Senate  the  correspondenGe, 
not  heretofore  connnunicated,  hetween  the  Secretary  of 
Slate  and  the  miiii.'^ler  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  since 
the  recent  change  in  the  Governtnenl  of  France,  pruvided 
that  ill  tlie  opinion  of  the  President  the  same  may  be  done 
wiihout  injury  to  the  pulillc  interest. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DIX, 

KcmlrcJ,  Tliat  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  he  authorized 
to  purchase  an  atlas  of  the  United  States,  for  the  use  of  tlie 
Coinmittee  on  Commerce,  and  pay  for  tlie  same  out  of  the 
contingent  fund. 

The  joint  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Atchison  for  the  adjoiirnment  of  Congress  on  the 
first  Monday  in  July,  and  the  commencement  of 
the  next  session  on  the  first  Monday  in  October, 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  taken  up  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  TURNEY  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  said  he  saw  no  necessity  for 
this  reference.  The  subject  was  in  no  way  con- 
nected with  the  public  revenue.  His  object,  on 
consultation  with  some  friends,  was  to  avoid  the 
necessity  of  sitting  here,  during  the  months  of  July, 
August,  and  September.  He  presumed  the  ap- 
propriation bills  could  be  passed  by  the  first  of 
July.  There  would  then  be  a  considerable  amount 
of  business  to  be  done.  Among  other  things,  the 
war  with  Mexico,  if  the  treaty  was  ratified,  would 
have  to  be  wound  up,  and  if  it  was  rejected,  new 
measures  must  be  adopted.  This  may  all  be  done 
before  winter  if  we  meet  in  October. 

Mr.  BAGBY  thought  it  would  be  improper  now 
to  fix  on  any  day  for  adjournment,  because  our 
relations  with  Mexico  must  be  first  understood  and 
attended  to.  He  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table,  but  consented  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  BADGER  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
so  as  to  provide  that  the  unfinished  business 
should  be  resumed  in  the  state  in  which  it  was  left 
at  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  A'THERTON  expressed  a  hope  that  this 
question  would  not  be  pressed  at  this  time.  There 
was  a  large  amount  of  important  business  yet  to 
be  acted  on — the  appropriation  bills — our  afTtiirs 
with  Mexico —  the  state  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon, 
and  other  business.  He  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BAGBY  said  he  wotild  pledge  himself  to 
call  up  the  resolution  the  instant  we  hear  from 
Mexico. 

Mr.  MILLER  expressed  a  doubt  whether  the 
object  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  could  be  ob- 
tained by  a  joint  resolution.  He  thought  it  would 
be  found  necessary  to  pass  a  law,  and  referred  to 
a  precedent  in  1813,  when  by  law  the  second  ses- 
sion of  Congress  was  ordered  to  commence  in 
November. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  said  he  cared  not  what  form 
the  matter  assumed.  He  had  no  objection  to  any 
change  which  would  accomplish  the  object.  He 
was  desirous  to  avoid  an  extension  of  the  present 
session  through  July,  August,  and  September. 
Still  he  thought  the  object  could  be  eflected  by  the 
consent  of  the  two  Houses,  given  in  the  form  of  a 
joint  resolution.  Should  the  treaty  be  ratified,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  legislate  for  the  new  terri- 
tory. Should  it  be  rejected,  new  measures  would 
have  to  be  brought  forward  for  our  adoption. 
He  was  willing  to  make  any  change,  so  that  we 
adjourn  from  the  first  Monday  in  July  to  October. 
It  would  be  found  that  the  important  business 
which  would  press  on  Congress  at  the  next  ses- 
sion, could  not  be  disposed  of  in  thirteen  weeks. 
hie  was  willing,  in  order  to  give  time  to  hear  from 
Mexico,  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of 
the  resolution  until  Monday  week,  tie  made  this 
motion;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  select  committee  on  Mr.  Atchison's  reso- 
lution of  yesterday  was  ordered  to  consist  of 
Messrs.  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Johnson  of  Mary- 
land, and  HotisTON. 

OREGON. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BRIGHT,  the  prior  orders 
were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  to  establish  the  territorial  govern- 
ment of  Oregon. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
troducing a  section  authorizing  the  President  to 
raise  a  regiment  of  volunteers  in  the  Territory,  to 
serve  for  twenty  months;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  .by  intro- 
ducing the  12th  «ection  of  the  Senate  bill  of  last 


session,  prohibiting  slavery,  as  the  21st  section  of 
the  present  bill. 

Mr.  FIALE.  Aa  this  w«.s  a  question  of  such  im'-- 
portancc  as  to  involve  the  destinies  of  the  country, 
he  would  move  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  until  Monday  week, 

Mr.  BRIGHT  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
vail. It  was  necessary  that  there  should  be  imme- 
diate action  on  the  bill.  Recent  accounts  froni  the 
Territory  show  the  necessity  for  this  action.  The 
principle  in  the  amendment  is  very  important,  and 
he  hoped  it  would  not  be  discussed  on  this  bill. 
He  intended  to  press  the  bill  to  a  vote  to-day. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  asked  if  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  vote  for  the 
incorporation  of  this  principle  in  the  bill  ? 

Mr.  BRIGHT  said  he  should  vote  against  it. 

-Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  if  he  could  be  assured 
that  such  was  the  general  sentiment,  he  would  noti 
object  to  the  immetliate  passage  of  the  bill,  BuS 
if  this  proposition  was  to  be  inserted,  he  desired 
that  it  might  be  met  by  a  manly  and  full  discus- 
sion. He  was  ready  to  meet  the  question;  but  if 
it  was  to  be  debated,  he  would  go  for  fixing  on 
some  particular  day. 

Mr.  NILES  objected  to  the  pressing  of  this  bill 
with  such  unusual  urgency.  It  was  a  very  im- 
portant question,  but  it  was  not  to  be  pressed 
through  without  allowing  Senators  to  be  heard. 
He  hoped  this  bill  would  be  postponed.  He 
thought  it  unfortunate,  that  owing  to  the  existence 
of  the  war  with  Mexico,  the  settlers  in  Oregon 
should  be  placed  in  such  a  perilous  situation;  and 
to  relieve  them,  he  v.'as  willing  to  take  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  to  raise  a  mili- 
tary force,  as  a  separate  bill,  and  to  pass  it  imme- 
diately. But  he  desired  time  to  examine  the  bill 
before  it  was  passed,  and  for  this  purpose  he  wished 
the  postponement  of  the  bill. 

My.  HANNEGAN  said  he  should  vote  against 
this  amendment.  The  whole  of  the  Territory  of 
Oregon  lay  within  the  boundary  from  which  sla- 
very was  excluded  by  the  Missouri  compromise, 
to  which  the  South  had  assented. 

Mr.  HALE.     Does  that  extend  to  the  Pacific' 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  answered  in  the  negative. 
But  there  was  no  sane  man  who  believed  that  sla- 
very would  ever  be  established  there.  He  appealed 
to  every  man  not  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  cries  of 
our  citizens  in  Oregon,  surrounded  by  hostile  In- 
dians, and  not  to  be  turned  from  it  by  this  wicked 
and  useless  question  being  agitated.  Fie  hoped 
the  vote  would  now  betaken,  and  that  even  gen- 
tlemen who  in  ordinary  eases  would  vote  for  the- 
Wilmot  proviso  would  vote  against  the  motion. 

He  concluded  by  explaining  the  necessity  for 
sending  oat  authority  to  raise  a  military  force  with- 
out delay,  to  prevent  the  dangerous  results  which, 
might  follow  a  continuance  of  the  present  state  of 
things  in  the  territory. 

Mr.  BENTON  referred  to  the  delays  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  establishment  of  a  territorial 
government  in  Oregon.  Our  meritorious  settlers, 
at  a  distance  of  three  thousand  miles,  have  deserved 
well  of  their  country  from  their  enterprise,  and  he 
hoped  they  would  not  be  left  exposed  to  danger 
and  inconvenience  from  calamities  which  a  proper 
attention  to  their  wants  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment would  prevent.  We  might,  by  timely  action,, 
have  prevented  these  calamities.  But  it  has  not  been 
done.  The  settlers  have  been  compelled  to  send 
on  an  express,  enco'untering  the  dangers  and  diffi- 
culties of  streams,  and  snows,  and  mountains,  and 
Indian  enemies,  and  he  hoped  no  delay  would  now 
be  interposed  to  the  adoption  of  measures  neces- 
sary for  their  protection.  The  effect  of  the  delay 
has  been  all  the  murderous  outrages  which  have 
taken  place;  ani  all  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
mixing  up  this  question  which  has  been  unneces- 
sarily urged.  The  law  of  nature  and  the  law  of 
the  people  are  opposed  to  the  admission  of  slavery 
there.  Who  would  thinkofcarryingslaves  through 
the  Lake  of  the  Woods .'  What  would  be  thousht 
there  of  a  law  to  prevent  such  an  act?  It  would  be 
regarded  as  idle  and  useless.  He  had  hoped  this 
bill  would  be  passed  this  morning;  that  this  qiies- 
tion,  which  had  already  produced  such  calamitieSj 
would  not  have  been  brought  up;  but  that  we 
should  have  exerted  ourselves  to  stop  the  calami- 
ties which  have  befallen  the  settlers.  This  ques- 
tion may  be  discussed  on  some  other  occasion. 

He  said  he  had  availed  himself  of  all  opportuni- 
ties to  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  character 
of  the  Indiana  in  the  Oregon  Territory,  and  he  had 
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satisfied  himself  that  they  essentially  differed  from 
the  Indians  on  this  side  of  tiie  mountains.  They 
are  more  disposed  to  labor;  they  are  more  willing 
to  apply  themselves  to  all  the  useful  arts;  are  more 
readily  trained,  and  are  prepared  to  enter  on  all 
the  duties  of  civiliEatioii.  He  believed  that  if  this 
pestiferous  question  had  not  been  ur£;ed,  and  this 
bill  had  passed  when  it  should,  all  the  evils  we 
now  mourn  would  have  been  prevented.  He  was 
disposed  to  meet  this  pestiferous  question  at  any 
time — to  vote  it  down  now,  a:nd  to  go  into  its  dis- 
cussion on  any  proper  occasion.  He  would  not 
consent  to  see  all  the  urgent,  pressing,  crying  busi- 
ness of  Congress  thrust  aside  by  this  question, 
which,  like  the  frogs  of  Egypt,  intruded  itself 
everywhere — to  our  table,  to  the  fireside,  to  the 
nuptial  couch.  We  ought  now  to  put  down  the 
question.  He  was  ready  to  stay  here — not  to  go 
home  until  the  bill  was  passed.  He  called  on  Sen- 
ators of  every  diversity  of  opinion  to  unite  in  pass- 
ing this  bill,  and  prevent  new  massacres. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said  massacres  had  already 
"Commenced  in  California.  News  had  arrived  this 
morning  that  the  Indians  had  commenced  massa- 
cring the  Mormons. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  repelled  the  unjust  accusa- 
tion made  against  the  Judiciary  Committee,  of 
having  retarded  the  passage  of  this  bill  by  .thrust- 
ing on  the  Senate  this  question.  It  was  not  thrust 
on  the  Senate  by  that  committee,  but  by  the  House 
bill;  and  it  was  not  then,  or  now,  thrust  on  the 
Senate  by  any  Senator  from  the  South.  It  was 
now  thrust  upon  them  by  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories. The  amendment  was  entirely  unneces- 
sary, as  it  is  already  in  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion. The  laws  of  Oregon  a^.ready  inhibit  slavery. 
These  laws  were  submitted  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee last  session,  and  will  be  found  among  the 
documents.  If  the  bill  should  pass  as  it  has  been 
reported,  it  will  contain  a  perfect  inhibition  of  sla- 
very. He  made  some  further  explanations  of  the 
course  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  read  the 
bill  reported  by  the  committee  last  session  for  the 
information  of  the  Senate,  and  to  sustain  the  views 
he  had  thrown  out.  He  agreed  with  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  that  no  slaves  would  ever  be  car- 
ried to  Oregon. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.  There  are  not  now  ten 
slaves  in  the  whole  Territory. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  had  no  doubt  of  the  fact. 
And  for  this  reason  he  would  vote  against  the 
proposition  now  made.  He  thought  the  details  of 
the  bill  were  very  crude  and  unsatisfactory,  and 
that  they  would  be  found  so  on  examination. 
They  might  suit  Iowa  or  Wisconsin,  but  were  not 
adapted  to  the  Oregon  Territory.  The  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  had  discovered  that  the  bills  re- 
lating to  Iowa  and  Wisconsin  were  unsuiled  to 
Oregon,  and  considerable  changes  were  made  to 
adapt  them  to  the  condition  of  Oregon.  If  we  take 
the  bill  nov/,  and  undertake  to  make  the  necessary 
amendments,  it  will  consume  two  or  three  days. 
The  best  mode  might  be  to  recommit  the  bill,  for 
the  purpose  of  having  it  modified.  He  would  feel 
himself  bound  to  examine  the  details. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  moved  the  postponement  of  the 
bill  until  to-morrow,  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  gave  notice  that  he  would 
move  to  amend  the  bill,  by  substituting  the  Senate 
bill  of  last  session,  and  that  the  amendment  be 
printed. 

Mr.  HALE  said  he  had  proposed  to  postpone 
this  bill  until  Monday  week,  because  he  supposed, 
that  following  the  line  of  safe  precedents,  the  Senate 
would  next  week  adjourn  over  pretty  much  all  the 
time;  and  it  could  not  be  desired  to  take  up  the  bill, 
and  pass  it,  when  nobody  was  in  the  Senate.  He 
replied  to  the  remark  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana, 
that  no  sane  man  would  suppose  that  slaves  would 
ever  be  carried  to  Oregon.  There  was  one — he 
would  not  say  whether  sane  or  insane,  because, 
when  a  man  is  becoming  insane,  he  himself  is  the 
last  to  suspect  it:  he  himself  supposed  that  they 
would.  He  eulogized  the  State  of  Indiana  in  very 
glowing  terms  for  her  former  course  relative  to  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  and  said:  To  hear  the  Senators 
from  that  State  now,  one  might  suppose  that  they 
had  forgotten  the  mother  from  which  they  sprung. 
As  to  the  pretext  that  this  was  not  the  time  to  agi- 
tate the  question,  he  quoted,  in  reply,  the  answer 
of  the  land  speculator  who  had  i^ivenliis  notes  for 
large  sums  of  money:  when  applied  to  for  payment, 
he  said  he  would  f)ay  all,  but  it  wns  not  yet  the  time. 
The  present  moment  was  the  time  for  action;  he 


knew  of  no  time  beyond  it.  The  future  is  in  the 
hands  of  Providence,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  act  at 
once.  The  best  way  is  to  meet  the  question  at 
once.  Human  freedom  and  slavery  must  come 
in  conflict,  and  the  sooner  the  issue  is  decided 
the  better.  He  thought  it  time  for  us  to  decide 
whether  the  Declaration  of  Independence  meant 
anything  more  than  a  rhetorical  flourish  when  it 
declared  that  "all  men  are  born  free  and  equal," 
or  whether  it  was  to  be  received  as  a  practical  ele- 
ment of  our  political  institutions.  Slavery  he 
regarded  as  like  the  frogs  of  Egypt.  It  meets  us  at 
every  turn,  starts  upon  us  at  every  step,  and  con- 
trols our  legislation.  Fie  declared  that  he  would 
not  be  intimidated,  whether  sane  or  insane,  from 
pressing  this  question  whenever  he  could,  in  defi- 
ance of  all  consequences.  And  if  this  Union,  with 
all  its  advantages,  has  no  other  cement  than  the 
blood  of  human  slavery,  let  it  perish  ! 

Mr.  HANNEGAN' disavowed,  on  the  part  of 
himself  and  all  the  Senate,  any  intention  to  intim- 
idate the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire.  He  ac- 
knowledged the  kindness  of  that  Senator  in  taking 
the  Senators  from  Indiana  under  his  protection: 
but  as  it  was  a  voluntary  act,  he  could  not  look  for 
any  remuneration.  The  Senators  from'  Indiana 
declined  his  guardianship.  He  regretted  that  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  should  have  taken, 
at  the  moment  when  we  are  appealed  to  by  the 
cries  of  victims  of  both  sexes,;  sinking  under  the 
knife  of  the  assassin,  a  course  calculated  to  delay 
relief,  by  introducing  this  pestiferous  question. 
Mr.  HALE  withdrew  his  motion,  and 
Mr.  WESTCOTT  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  first  section,  and  inserting 
the  substitute  he  had  named. 

Mr.  HALE  renewed  his  motion. 
Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  said  he  desired  the 
establishment  of  a  territorial  government  in  Ore- 
gon. No  one  could  desire  it  more.  But  he  de- 
sired time  for  consideration.  By  adopting  the  laws 
applied  to  Iowa,  we  take  laws  adapted  to  an  inte- 
rior territory,  and  make  it  applicable  to  a  territory 
settled  in  a  very  different  position,  and  under  dif- 
ferent circumstances,  and  requiring  different  ordi- 
nances. He  would  desire  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  and,  if  necessary, 
he  would  add  instructions  to  report  immediately. 
Mr.  BERRIEN  suggested  that  this  object  would 
be  attained  by  adopting  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Florida.  He  hoped  the  postponement 
would  not  be  until  Monday  week,  but  that  it  would 
be  laid  over  until  to-morrow,  when,  if  the  amend- 
ment should  be  adopted,  the  bill  might  be  passed 
without  delay.  It  was  most  desirable  to  give  the 
Territory  a  government  with  as  much  expedition  as 
possible. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  said  his  object  was 
to  have  the  Committee  on  the  .Judiciary  examine 
whether  there  was  anything  in  the  changed  con- 
dition of  Oregon  to  render  a  change  necessary  in 
the  bill  of  last  session. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  said  that  there  was  a  difference 
between  the  Senator  from  Florida  and  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Butler]  as  to  the  mean- 
ing of  the  12th  section. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  was  not  disposed  to 
interpose  any  delay  which  his  duty  did  not  impe- 
riously require.  He  wished  to  give  a  government 
to  the  Territory  of  Oregon  immediately. 

Mr.  BUTLER  made  some  explanations  as  to 
the  course  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  last  session. 
Mr.  HALE  withdrew  his  motion  to  postpone 
the  bill  till  Monday  week. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Bright  to  postpone  the  bill  until  to-morrow 
at  one  o'clock,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  three  hundred 
copies  of  the  amendment  moved  by  him  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  amendment  submitted  by  Mr.  Hale  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Indian 
appropriation  bill  was  taken  up,  when  Mr.  A. 
withdrew  his  amendment  appropriating  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  for  the  benefit  of  Colonel  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  in  a  separate 
bill. 

The  question  being  on  an  amendment  submitted 
by  Mr.  Bell,  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
was  postponed  until  tomorrow. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  in  rcjily  to  a  resolution  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  FooTE  yesterday,  communicating 


additional  correspondence  on  the  subject  of  the 
affairs  of  Yucatan;  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  June  1,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  CUMMINS  rose  to  a  privileged  question, 
and  moved   to  reconsider  the  vote  by  v^hich  the 
bill   he  yesterday  introduced,  declaratory  of  the 
rights  of  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  protect  them  in   the  peaceful  exercise  and 
enjoyment  of  their  rights  and   privileges  against 
the  acts  and  influence  of  foreign  governments  and 
their  diplomatic  agents,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary.     The  motion  was  entered 
and  laid  over  for  the  present. 

Mr.  ROOT  moved  to  reconsider  tjie  vote  sec- 
onding the  previous  question,  on  the  question  of 
agreeing  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
foreign  postal  bill.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  by  inserting  after  the 
words  "Postmaster  General"  the  words  "or  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy."     Agreed  to. 

The  previous  question  was  then  moved  and 
seconded,  and,  under  the  operation  thereof,  all  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  as  amended  were  con- 
curred in,  except  the  third,  which  was  disagreed 
to. 

THE  NATIONAL  FINANCES. 
The  House  then' proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  report  made  yesterday  by  Mr.  Strohm  from 
the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures,  in  relation 
to  the  national  finances,  and  reviewing  the  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  that 
subject. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  who  was  entitled 
to  the  floor  from  yesterday,  remarked  that  he  had 
intended  to  add  nothing  further  to  what  he  had 
then  said.  He  would,  however,  .say  a  word  in 
reply  to  the  question  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Stewart]  yesterday.  The  gen- 
tleman had  asked  whether  he  (Mr.  H.)  considered, 
that  when  a  committee  of  this  House  had  under 
examination  a  report  of  one  of  the  officers  of  the 
Government,  it  was  their  duty  to  call  on  such 
officer  to  make  another  report  to  sustain  the  pre- 
vious one.'  Fle  had  taken  no  such  position  as 
this;  but  he  had  said,  and  still  said,  that  it  was 
due  to  a  public  functionary,  when  his  conduct  was 
undergoing  investigation  by  a  committee  of  this 
House;  when  efforts  were  made,  as  was  avowed 
by  the  majority  of  this  committee  in  the  outset  of 
their  report,  to  show  that  his  report  contained  false 
and  not  reliable  statements,  to  give  him  an  oppor- 
tunity of  explanation.  If  such  explanation  was 
not  satisfactory,  the  committee  would  of  course 
go  on  with  their  criticism  of  their  original  report, 
and  point  out  its  errors  and  misstatements  if  they 
existed.  This  was  the  course  which  equity  and 
fairness  demanded,  and  that  was  all  he  and  his 
friends  desired. 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN  made  a  brief  statement  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  committee  and  sub-committee 
had  been  called  together  from  time  to  time,  show- 
ing that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bedin- 
ger]  had  repeatedly  been  notified  of  the  meetings 
of  the  committee  and  had  failed  to  attend.  He 
stated,  moreover,  that  it  was  three  months  since 
this  sub-committee,  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  was  a  member,  was  appointed.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Peimsylvania,  [Mr.  Stroilm,]  as  a 
member  of  the  sub-committee,  (the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  failing  to  meet  the  committee,)  had  gor'.e, 
from  time  to  time,  to  make  his  examinations  at  the 
Treasury  Department.  He  had  not  called  upon 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself,  but  the  ob- 
ject of  his  investigations  at  the  depart meiil  was 
well  known  to  the  officers  there.  Al'ter  the  report 
was  presented  by  the  sub-committee,  and  adopted 
by  the  committee,  it  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  and  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  and  had  been  with  them  ever  since, 
being  two  weeks  ago  last  Monday.  Fie  had  un- 
derstood the  gcDtlcman  from  Virginia  to  say  that 
a  copy  of  the  report  had  been  handed  to  the  Sec- 
retary  of  the   Treasury  two    weeks   since.     He 
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wished  to  know  from  the  j;p-'"leman  whether  he 
had  uiuletsiood  him  coireclly? 

[Mr.  Bedinger  itoddod  assent.] 

The  Secietiiry  of  iheTreasury,  then,  (continued 
Mr.  C.,)  liad  had  it  under  coiisideralion  for  two 
weeks,  and  the  sub-committee  hiid  been  engau;ed 
upon  it  for  three  months.  So  there  had  been  ample 
time  for  examinnlion. 

He  wished  it  distinctly  understood,  that  no 
member  of  the  majority  of  t;ie  committee  objected 
to  the  minority  making  a  report.  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  was  inislaken  in  so  supposi)ig. 
What  they  did  object  to  was,  that  the  printing  of 
the  majority  report  should  be  delayed,  and  that 
they  should  in  advance  order  the  printing  of  a  re- 
port prepared  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
which  nobody  had  yet  seen,  which  might  not  come 
in  in  a  month.  They  had  had  one  instance  this  ses- 
sion of  the  way  in  which  the  department.s  manu- 
factured letters.  After  a  call  had  been  made  upon 
the  Department  of  War  for  all  the  correspondence 
that  had  taken  place  up  to  that  date  between  the 
department  and  General  Scott,  the  Secretary  had 
gone  forward  and  written  a  long  communication, 
which  was  not  dated  till  some  ten  days  after  the 
call,  and  sent  it  in.  He  protested  against  such  a 
proceeding;  he  had  no  idea  of  ordering  the  print- 
ing of  a  document  which  was  to  be  |)repared  here- 
after. Whenever  the  minority  were  ready,  let 
them  come  forward  and  ask  the  printing  of  the 
report;  he  would  vote  to  print  it.  He  wished, 
however,  this  report  to  be  published  at  once,  that 
the  whole  country  might  see  it;  and  if,  on  com- 
parison of  it  with  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  mistakes  were  found  in  it,  they  could 
easily  be  corrected  in  the  minority  report. 

Mr.  THOxVlPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  there 
was  one  point  in  this  report  to  which  he  wished  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  it  the  foundation  of  a  motion.  The  com- 
mittee said: 

"  III  the  statement^  which  they  have  siibiniltnd,  the  com- 
mittee diirc  Imrdlj'  prpsiiinc  to  hope  that  they  h:ive  attained 
perfectiiin  and  avoided  all  errors.  On  the  contrary,  the  dis- 
crepancy between  tile  hook:*  in  the  deparlmenthas  presented 
a  ditficiilty  which  tliey  have  not  been  able  to  overcome, 
thoiish  the  committee  enleitain  no  dontit  that  with  time  and 
opportnnily  to  compare  thos;e  books,  Ihe  diticrences  between 
them  could  be  accounted  lor  and  reconciled." 

•  Mr.  STROHM  asked  the  gentleman  to  read  a 
little  further. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  accordingly  read  as  follows: 

"  It  will  be  remarked,  too,  that  Ihi^  greatest  dii^crepancy  in 
Ihp  books  is  in  rel'erence  to  the  amount  of  slock  issued  in 
fundiiis  treasury  notes,  and  tlierolore  cinnotalfecl  tlie  result 
of  the  general  stalenieiit  by  which  the  deficiency  in  the 
tre:isury  is  ascertained;  for,' if  the  amount  of  stock  issu(^d 
to  fund  treasury  notes  is  creatcr  than  that  assumed  by  the 
committee  in  Itieircalculations,  the  amount  of  treasury  notes 
outstandmi;  niu^t  of  necessity  be  diminished  to  exactly  the 
same  anioiini,  and  the  summini,'  up  of  the  whole  will  not  be 
afl'ected  thereby." 

His  objection  to  this  report  at  this  time  was, 
that  it  professed  to  be  a  critici-sm,  a  correction  of" 
errors  which  it  assumed  to  exist  in  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  it  confessed  on 
its  face  that  the  committee  liad  neither  the  time  nor 
the  opportunity  for  investi>;ation.  This  was  not 
exactly  the  way  to  correct  errors.  No  man  had 
more  faith  in  the  gentleman  who  stood  at  the  head 
of  the  comtnittee  than  he  had;  he  knew  him  well; 
and  the  gentleman  had  candidly  put  on  record  that, 
alihough  every  facility  had  been  oflered  by  the 
clerks  of  the  department,  neither  lime  nor  oppor- 
tunity had  been  afforded  for  a  full  examination. 

To  give  his  colleague  [Mr.  StuohmJ  time  to  re- 
examine these  alleged  inaccuracies  and  discrepan- 
cies, he  would  iTiove  to  recommit  the  report  to  the 
Commiitro  on  Public  Expenditures. 

Mr.  BKDliXGER  asked  the  gentleman  from 
Peiinsylvama  to  give  him  nn  opportunity  to  ex- 
plain before  lie  yielded  the  floor. 

Mr.  THOM  P.-SON  ns.sentcd ,  stating  that  he  only 
yielded  the  floor  for  exphmaiion. 

Mr.  BEDINGER  .said  iu;  merely  wished  to 
make  a  personal  explanation.  II,;  wn.s  unwilling 
that  the  impression  should  go  fonh  that  he  had 
neglected  hi.s  duty  ns  a  member  of  a  committee'of 
this  House  when  he  had  not.  It  had  been  stated 
that  on  three  .several  occasions  he  had  been  re- 
quested to  cooperate  wilh  the  gcntlcinan  from 
Pennsylvania  in  prosecuting  this  examination  at 
the  Treasury  Department;  but,  if  it  was  .so,  he 
surely  must  have  been  deaf  at  thtj  lime.  lie  ad- 
mitted that  he  had  been  informed  that  the  com- 
mittee would  meet,  ami  he  went  again  and  again 


in  search  of  the  commitlee,  but  could  not  find  the 
room  in  which  they  met.  He  went  first  to  one 
and  then  to  another  room,  arid  was  not  able  to  find 
them. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  said,  every  notification  which 
he  issued  of  the  meeting  of  the  committee  stated 
in  what  room  the  committee  would  meet. 

Mr.  HALL  said  he  had  never  been  notified  as 
to  the  room  in  which  the  committee  would  meet. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  begged  to  state  the  course 
which  he  adopted,  which  was  a  usual  oi.e  in  noti- 
fying committees  of  their  meetings.  He  wrole  a 
notice  to  the  eflecl  that  the  Committee  on  Public 
Expcndil,ures  would  meet  in  a  room  which  was 
specified,  and  he  sent  one  of  the  pages  to  the  mem- 
bers of  that  committee  with  that  notice,  directing 
the  pa^e  to  show  it  to  them.  If  the  members  of 
the  committee  neglected  to  read  that  notification, 
it  was  no  fault  of  his. 

Mr.  BEDINGER  was  only  desirous  to  show 
that  he  had  not  neglected  his  duty  as  a  mernber  of 
that  committee.  He  certainly  could  not  have  sup- 
posed, however,  that  the  place  of  meeting  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  was  the  Treas- 
ury Department;  nor  could  lie  believe  that  this 
examination  was  the  legitimate  business  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Expenditures.  Suppose  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Strohm] 
should  undertake  to  make  an  elaborate  report  on 
the  subject  of  the  Mexican  war,  would  it  be  his 
(Mr.  B.'s)  duty  to  go  to  the  Treasury  Department 
to  aid  him  in  such  an  investigation.-'  He  was  sat- 
isfied, that  without  an  express  resolution  of  this 
House  committing  that  subject  to  the  coinmittee, 
they  had  no  jurisdiction  over  the  subject  on  which 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  reported; 
but,  if  ihey  had,  the  gentleman  had  certainly  never 
said  anythitig  to  him  about  their  meeting  at  the 
Treasury  Department.  And  he  could  not  but 
wonder  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
not  been  apprized  of  the  attack  that  was  to  be  made 
upon  him.  Before  the  Secretary  should  be  made 
to  fall  under  the  attack  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  there  should  have  been  some  notifi- 
cation given  to  him  in  common  justice.  As  to  the 
printing  of  the  report,  he  cared  nothing;  but  he 
reiterated  his  assertion  that  he  had  not  neglected 
his  duty  as  a  member  of  the  committee.  The  re- 
port was  already  before  the  public  in  the  newspa- 
per of  this  morning,  and  all  he  wanted  was,  that 
he  should  have  a  short  time  to  make  a  counter  re- 
port. It  had  been  said  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  gave  him  the  papers  two  weeks  ago. 
Well;  but  were  not  gentlemen  aware  that  the  Bal- 
timore Convention  intervened,  during  which  he 
had  not  an  opportunity  to  answer  tfiis  report  of 
thirty-nine  pages  ?  If  he  had  the  power  of  steam, 
and  of  fifty  clerks,  he  could  not  have  done  it.  It 
was  impossible  that  any  gentleman  could  have 
done  it.     He  had  nothins:  more  to  say. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  then  resumed  the  floor. 

Mr.  ROOT  requested  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania to  deal  as  lilierally  with  him  as  he  had 
done  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  by  giving 
him  a  little  of  his  time. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  preferred  to  finish  what  he 
had  to  say.  The  committee's  report  adinitted  that 
"  in  the  statements  which  they  have  submitted, 
'  they  dared  hanlly  presume  to  hope  that  they  have 
'attained  perfection,  and  avoided  all  errors.  On 
'  the  contrary,  the  discrepancy  between  the  books 
'  in  the  department  has  presented  a  difficuLiy  which 
'  they  have  not  been  able  to  overcoinc,  though  the 
'  committee  entertain  no  doubt,  that  with  time  and 
'  opportunity  to  coinpare  those  books,  the  diflei- 
'  ences  between  them  could  be  accounted  for  and 
'  reconciled."  His'colleague  desired  him  to  read 
the  residue  of  that  paragra|jh,  with  which  he  would 
com|)ly  with  great  pleasure.  The  paragraph  went 
on  as  follows; 

"  It  will  be  remarked,  too,  that  the  prcatest  discrepancy 
in  the  books  is  in  reference  to  tlie  amount  of  stock  issued 
in  funding  treasury  notes,  and  therefore  cannot  affect  the 
result  of  the  general  statement  by  which  the  deficiency  in 
the  treasury  is  ascertained;  for,  if  the  amount  of  stock 
issiK  d  to  fund  treasniy  notes  is  greater  than  that  assumed 
by  the  commitlee  in  their  calculaiions,  the  amount  of  treas- 
ury notes  oul-t;in(liii(r  must  of  necessity  be  diminished  to 
exactly  the  sninc'  ainoiint,  and  Ihe  summing  up  of  the  whole 
will  not  he  affected  thereby.  Uoth  eonstilute  a  part  of  the 
public  debt,  both  have  been  rhargert  us  avails  accruing  to 
tbe  trea>ury,  and  the  increase  of  the  one  and  the  dimiiiu- 
lion  of  the  other,  adds  no  more  in  one  |ilace  than  it  deducts 
ill  another,  and  produces  no  change  whatever  in  the  final 
result." 

"  It  must  he  recollected,  too,  that  for  the  sum  of  .flM.:t(ll 
O.i,  lakcn  into  this  ciilculalion  iih  interest  paid  iliiring  the 
Iiftl  quariur  of  the  preeeiit  fiscal  year,  the  committee  had  no 


positive  (Jata  to  rfly  upon  ;  but  as  the  statement  in  the  Sec- 
retary's report,  then  refi-rred  to,  einhrneed  interest,  and  the 
committee  being  uiiable  to  discover  anv  other  amount  that 
could  appropriately  he  ajiphed  to  that  statement,  they  as- 
sumed the  aforesaid  sum  to  have  been  paid  lor  interest." 

The  report  then  went  On  to  say,  "There  are 
'  various  other  eirors  in  the  diflerent  statements 
'  which  compose  the  Secretary's  report,  but  which 
'  the  committee  will  not  now  take  time  to  notice." 
|!  Now  he  (Mr.  T.)  confessed  his  inability,  in  the 
j!  short  lime  he  had  had  to  examine  this  report,  to 
1 1  understand  it  properly.  He  could  not  see  to  what 
I  it  points,  or  to  what  error  it  applied.  He  hud  not 
!;  learnt  from  it  whether  there  was  more  money  in 
tj  the  treasury  or  less  than  the  Secretary  had  report- 
ed. There  were  "  words,  words,  words,''  and 
figures,  figures,  figures;  but  to  what  2:)ractical  end 
they  tended,  he  was  unable  to  say.  It  had  beers 
suggested  that  this  array  of  figures  of  the  majority 
of  the  commitlee  might  not  be  ri^ht,  and  the  com- 
mittee had  frankly  confessed  themselves  that  they 
had  not  time  to  give  the  subject  a  thorough  exam- 
ination, so  as  to  have  avoided  all  errors,  and  there- 
fore he -proposed  to  give  them  an  opportunity  for 
further  examination.  Let  the  report  he  sent  back 
to  the  commitlee,  and  when  it  was  printed  let  tli& 
majority  and  minority  reports  go  together.  If  the 
committee  was  sincere  in  its  complaints,  and  well 
satisfied  of  the  truthfulness  of  its  own  statement, 
they  would  have,  they  could  have  no  objection  to- 
the  course  which  he  suggested.  If  the  report  were 
recommiited,  no  material  delay  would  be  occa- 
sioned in  the  printing,  for  they  had  ordered  print- 
ing to  be  done  a  month  since  which  had  not  yet 
been  executed.  There  was  the  Patent  Office  re- 
port atid  the  correspondence  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment wilh  Generals  Scolt  and  Taylor,  which  had 
been  ordered  l)«t  not  yet  printed,  and  he  did  not 
expect  it  for  a  month  or  six  weeks.  They  could 
therefore  give  the  minority  of  the  comtnittee  ample 
time  to  prepare  its  report  without  delaying  the 
printing  of  the  majority  report;  for  if  the  printing 
were  now  ordered,  it  would  be  some  time  before 
the  public  printer  could  execute  it.  The  gentle- 
men from  Virginia  and  Missouri  [Messrs.  Bed- 
INGE.R  and  Hall]  had  appealed  to  the  House  for 
such  time  only  as  was  necessary  to  enable  them  ta 
make  a  report,  and  they  should  see  if  the  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  of  the  House  were  willing 
to  let  the  two  reports  go  to  the  countiy  side  by 
side.  He  hoped  the  report  would  be  recommit- 
ted, which  he  now  moved. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  to  the  report  there 
were  several  resolutions;  and  there  was  also  a 
motion  to  print,  which  were  the  proper  subjects 
for  the  action  of  the  House;  and  that  the  motion 
to  recomrnit  was  not  in  order  until  those  resolu- 
tions were  in  some  way  disposed  of. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  inquired  if  the  first  question. 
was  not  on  the  motion  to  print. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  first  questioa 
was  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said,  then  the  previous  question 
would  bring  the  House  to  a  vote  on  the  adoptiort 
of  the  resolutions,  and  not  on  the  motion  to  print. 

The  SPEAKER  assented. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  desired  the  Speaker  to  state 
the  position  of  his  motion  to  recommit. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  gentleman '.•^ 
iTiotion  was  not  now  in  order,  for  ihe  report  made 
yesterday  had  several  resolutions  appended,  which 
were  properly  before  the  House,  and  were  the  first 
in  order. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said  he  understood  the  motioit 
yesterday  was  to  print,  and  on  that  the  discussion 
hod  taken  place. 

The  SPEAKER  reiterated  his  explanation  of 
the  position  in  which  the  question  slood. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  inquired  what  would  be  the- 
effect  of  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the  pending 
question  until  the  question  oh  printing  could  be 
taken. 

The  SPEAKER,  was  understood  to  sny  that  a 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  inquired  if  the  first  res- 
olution must  not  necessarily  go  over  to  another 
day. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  as  it  was  a  call  on 
the  department  for  information,  it  nmst  go  oven 
under  the  rule,  but  that  the  others  could  be  acted 
upon. 

Mr.  COBB  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolutions  and  the  motion  tio  [irint — 
none  at  all — and  he  hoped  the  motion  sul)mitted 
yesterday  would  be  so  modified  as  to  give  the  mi- 
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nority  leave  to  report,  and  to  print  the  two  reports 
together.  ["Oh,  no."]  Whji  not?  Whatreason 
had  the  gentlemen  opposite  for  refusing  to  allow 
the  two  reports  to  go  to  the  country  together?  He 
called  upon  gentlemen  to  give  a  good  reason.  ["  It 
.  will  occasion  delay."]  Not  at  all.  The  printer 
had  already  more  work  in  hand  than  he  could 
execute  for  the  next  two  months.  He  had  the 
Patent  Office  report,  which  had  been  ordered  to 
be  printed  a  month  ago,  and  the  correspondence  of 
Generals' Taylor  and  Scott  with  the  War  Depart- 
ment, which  would  take  up  all  the  printer's  time 
prior  to  the  end  of  the  session.  He  apprehended 
they  would  not  get  that  correspondence  at  all  be- 
fore Congress  would  adjourn.  He  was  not  de- 
sirous to  keep  this  report  from  being  printed.  He 
should  be  glad  to  see  it  in  print,  but  he  desired  the 
majority  and  the  minority  reports  to  go  together. 
To  relieve  all  parties  from  difficulty,  he  would  be 
willing  to  see  these  resolutions  adopted,  and  then 
let  the  House  agree  to  give  the  minority  of  the 
committee  leave  to  report,  and  to  have  the  two 
reports  printed  together,  so  that  every  man  who 
got  the  poison  would  at  the  same  time  receive  the 
antidote. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  could  not  see  the  force  of  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  The 
House  was  in  possession  Of  a  report  fram  the 
Committee  on  Public  Expenditures.  There  was 
no  other  report. 

Mr.  COBB.     There  will  be  one. 
•  Mr.  ASHMUN.     There  might  be  another,  and 

there  might  not.  They  had  now  a  report  in  the 
visual  form  and  manner,  and  the  proposition  to 
print  it  was  a  regular  proposition. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  suggested  a  de- 
lay in  the  printing  for  a  period  not  to  exceed  ten 
days,  in  which  time  >he  minority  of  the  commit- 
tee could  be  prepared  with  a  report. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  saw  nothing  to  induce  him  to 
consent  to  such  an  arrangement.  This  report 
might  be  delayed  for  ten  days,  and  even  then  there 
might  be  no  minority  report.  He  never  heard  of 
such  a  proposition  before.  It  seemed  to  him  that 
the  only  course  was  to  print  the  report  as  it  stood, 
and  if  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
saw  fit  to  bring  in  a  minority  report,  they  could 
have  that  printed  when  it  came  in.  if,  however, 
it  was  going  to  take  such  a  length  of  time  as  gen- 
tlemen seemed  to  apprehend  to  print  this  report, 
why  did  the  gentlemen  longer  object?  If  the  mi- 
nority report  could  be  prepared  in  ten  days,  and 
the  majority  report  could  not  be  printed  in  six 
weeks,  what  was  there  to  prevent  the  two  reports 
going  out  together?  He  wished  now  to  make  an 
inquiry  of  the  Chair.  If  the  motion  to  lay  the 
resolutions  on  the  table  should  prevail,  would  a 
motion  to  print  then  be  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  ASHMUN,  then,  would  move  to  lay  the 
resolutions  on  the  table,  with  a  view  to  move  that 
the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  BARRINGER.  Why  not  let  the  resolu- 
tions be  adopted,  and  then  move  to  print? 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  made  a  like 
suggestion. 

Mr.  ASHMUN,  to  gratify  his  friends,  would 
withdraw  his  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  and  move 
the  previous  question. 

Some  conversation  then  ensued  between  the 
SPEAKER,  Mr.  THOiMPSON  of  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  McLANE,  and  Mr.  McCLERNAND. 

On  seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion, 75  voted  in  the  affirmative,  and  90  in  the 
negative;  there  was  therefore  no  second. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  said,  he  desired  to  move 
an  amendment  to  the  last  resolution;  but  if  the 
House  was  prepared  to  take  the  vote  on  the  motion 
to  recommit,  he  would  not  submit  his  amendment. 

Some  explanatory  conversation  ensued  between 
Mr.  COBB  and  the  SPEAKER. 

Mr.  COBB  then  moved  that  the  consideration 
of  the  motion  to  print  be  postponed  for  two  weeks. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  could  see  no 
real  objection  to  the  printing  of  this  report  at  once, 
and  he  would  be  equally  as  willing  to  print  the 
minority  report  when  it  should  come  in.  But  he 
could  not  consent  to  the  motion  to  postpone  the 
consideration  of  the  motion  to  print,  for  the  result 
might  be  that  they  should  get  no  minority  report 
at  all. 

Mr.  COBB  suggested  that  a  limit  could  be  fixed, 
beyond  which  there  should  be  no  delay  in  the 
pnnting  of  the  majority  report. 


Mr.  ROCKWELL  would  state,  that  when  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  his  report  origi- 
nally, it  contained  an  error  of  nearly  seven  mil- 
lions of  dollars  in  the  statement  of  the  accounts 
for  the  first  quarter  of  the  fiscal  year. 

The  SPEAKER  interposed,  and  apprized  the 
gentleman  that  he  was  not  in  order  in  going  into 
that  statement  at  this  time. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  was  aware  of  it,  but  he  did 
not  propose  to  occupy  five  minutes  of  the  time  of 
the  House.  He  then  continued.  Subsequently, 
about  the  1st  of  March,  he  (Mr.  R.)  pointed  out 
a  variety  of  errors  in  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  Some  few  days  after,  it  was 
statexl  in  the  official  paper,  the  "  Union,"  that  on 
the  next  day  there  would  be  published  an  official 
statement  and  explanation  of  those  errors.  That 
was  three  months  since,  and  as  yet  no  such  state- 
ment had  appeared,  nor  had  any  explanation  been 
given  except  as  to  an  item  of  ^1,401,900,  all  the 
rest  being  denied.  In  a  speech  made  subsequent 
to  the  one  to  which  he  had  here  alluded,  he  pointed 
out  more  in  detail  those  errors,  which  he  had  re- 
duced down  to  the  following  summary; 

"  The  discrepancies  .^hown  by  bringinsdowii  llie  statement 
to  tl\e  ]st  Daceinl)er,  1847,  in  rolation  to  these  treasury  notes 
issued  under  the  two  acts  of  ]84t)  and  1847,  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

"As  to  the  amount  of  stock  issued  under  the  act  of  July, 
1846,  tlie  report  of  the  Secretary  and  tlie  statement  of  the 
committee  differ  $\  15,200. 

"As  to  the  stock  issued  under  the  act  of  January  28, 1847, 
$1,050,452. 

"As  to  the  notes  outstanding,  under  the  act  of  1846,  the 
difference  is$178,150;  and, under  the  act  of  1847,  $1,437,400. 

"As  to  the  amount  of  notes  and  loan  available  at  the  treas- 
ury, December  1, 1847,  under  the  act  of  1846,  $293,350;  and, 
under  the  act  of  1847,  ,$386,950."  '      ' 

These  differences  and  discrepancies,  then,  he 
had  heretofore  pointed  out;  and  in  addition  to  all 
that 

The  SPEAKER  again  interposed  to  remind  the 
gentleman  that  he  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  then,  would  say  only  ano- 
ther word.  There  was  no  necessity  to  postpone 
the  printing  of  this  report.,  for  the  minority  of  the 
committee  had  had  ample  opportunity  to  make  a 
report.  He  held  in  his  hand  a  resolution  adopted 
by  that  committee  for  the  appointment  of  the  sub- 
committee, of  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Bedinger]  was  a  member,  which  he  would 
read. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  objected  to  the  gentle- 
man reading  any  resolution  or  making  any  state- 
ment of  what  had  been  done  in  that  committee. 
Such  a  course  was  in  conflict  with  parliamentary 
law  and  usage. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  replied  that  all  the  debate 
hitherto  had  been  respecting  what  had  been  done 
in  committee  or  in  the  sub-contmittee.  On  the  one 
side  it  was  stated  that  certain  things  had  been  done 
in  committee  three  months  ago,  and  on  the  other 
side  all  this  was  denied,  and  he  desired  to, show 
what  the  action  of  the  committee  really  was  on  a 
point  so  much  controverted,  and  he  could  not  do 
this  better  than  by  reading  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  a  sub-committee,  to  consist  of  three  mem- 
bers, be  appointed  to  investigate  the  statements  contained 
in  the  "  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
ting his  animal  report  on  the  state  of  the  finances,"  with 
the  view  of  ascertaining  the  accuracy  of  said  statements. 
And  also  to  examine  the  said  statements,  with  the  view  of 
having  tliem  submitted  in  a  more  simple  and  direct  form, 
so  as  to  exhibit  with  p'^rspicuity  and  precision  tlie  actual  con- 
dition of  the  finances  at  the  termination  of  each  fiscal  year; 
said  committee  to  report  the  result  of  their  investigations 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  as  soon  as  con- 
venient. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  insisted  that  the  gentle- 
man was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  would  not  then  proceed  fur- 
ther. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  said  that  the  motion  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Cobb]  was 
equivalent  to  that  made  yesterday  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Bedinger.]  The  object 
in  view  was  unusual  not  only,  but  unparliament- 
ary, and  indeed  the  whole  proceedings  seemed  to 
him  to  be  very  extraordinary.  In  the  first  place, 
the  right  of  the  minority  to  present  a  counter  re- 
port was  a  thing  unknown  to  any  parliamentary 
rule;  it  was  no  right;  it  was  a  mere  permission 
accorded  by  the  courtesy  of  the  House.  True,  it 
was  a  liberty  which  hud  never,  he  believed,  been 
refused;  but  it  had  been  the  universal  practice  to 
present  the  report  of  the  minority  at  the  same  time 
with  that  of  the  majority  of  a  committee;  but  if, 


owing  to  particular  circumstances,  a  meinber  of 
the  minority  was  unprepared  to  give  in  his  report 
at  the  time,  he  so  stated  to  the  House,  and  gave 
notice  that  when  he  slvould  present  his  report,  he 
should  at  the  same  time  move  to  have  it  printed. 
But  who  ever  heard  of  detaining  the  printing  of 
a  report  made  to  the  House  because  some  other 
paper  in  opposition  to  it  was  to  be  presented  at 
some  future  time?  It  was  certainly  a  most  extraor- 
dinary proceeding,  to  ask  to  postpone  the  print- 
ing of  a  document  which  was  before  the  House,  in 
order  to  print  one  which  was  not,  and  which  might 
never  be. 

But  the  postponement  was  urged  on  another 
ground:  that  was,  that  these  gentlemen  of  the  mi- 
nority in  the  committee  might  have  time  to  get 
further  facts  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
A  most  dangerous  doctrine  had  here  been  assumed, 
viz:  that  when  a  standing  committee,  one  of  the 
regular  organs  of  the  House,  was  about  to  make  a  re- 
port on  an  official  document  received  from  one  of  the 
Executive  departments,  the  committee  were  bound 
to  notify  the  head  of  that  departtnent  beforehand. 
The  report  of  the  Secretary  was  a  public  expose 
of  the  state  of  the  finances  which  his  duty  required 
him  to  present  before  Congress  and  before  the 
world;  and  a  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures 
was  appointed,  whose  duty  it  was  to  examine  it. 
Was  that  committee  under  any  conceivable  obli- 
gation to  go  to  the  Secretary  and  inform  him  that 
they  were  going  to  scrutinize  his  report?  Surely 
not.  Mr.  B.  trusted  that  the  motion  to  postpone 
would  not  prevail.  If  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Bedinger]  wished  to  present  a  minority 
report,  let  him  do  so;  and  when  he  brought  it  in, 
Mr.  B.  would  cheerfully  vote  to  have  it  print- 
ed. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  thought  that  the  proposal 
to  postpone  the  printing  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Expenditures  to  a  day  certain 
ought  to  prevail,  and  that  for  several  reasons;  and 
one  was  found  in  the  extraordinary  circumstances 
in  which  the  report  had  been  made.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Expenditures  had  transcended 
their  authority  in  making  it,  and  had  usurped 
jurisdiction  over  a  subject  which  did  not  belong 
to  them;  and  yet  when  the  report  came  in,  gentle- 
men on  that  side  the  House  were  found  uniting  to 
print  it  instantly,  without  admitting  a  minority  of 
the  committee  to  present  a  counter  statement  ex- 
posing the  errors  contained  in  the  report.  What 
was  it  which  had  been  asked  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Bedinger?]  Anything  un- 
reasonable? Anything  unusual?  Anything  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  country?  Not  at  all.  All  he 
asked  was,  that  both  sides  might  be  heard;  all  he 
sought  was,  to  give  the  people  light.  Let  them 
have  light,  and  they  would  always  pronounce  cor- 
rectly. This  was  a  tyrannical  attempt  of  the 
majority  to  gag  their  opponents,  who  were  in  a 
minority,  and  keep  out  information  from  the  minds 
of  the  people.  And  though  a  minority  of  the 
committee  had  stated  here,  in  their  places,  that  the 
report  took  them  completely  by  surprise,  yet  the 
majority  refused  to  wait  and  allow  them  time  to 
prepare  a  counter  statement  correcting  the  errors 
of  that  document. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Bar- 
ringer]  thought  it  a  most  extraordinary  thing  that 
a  minority  should  complain  of  this,  and  should  ask 
for  more  time. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  said  the  gentleman  totally 
misunderstood  him.  What  he  complained  of  as 
most  extraordinary,  and  as  dangerous  as  it  was 
unheard-of,  was  the  doctrine  that  a  committee  of 
Congress  must  notify  the  head  of  a  department 
before  proceeding  to  examine  and  detect  errors  in 
one  of  his  public  communications  to  Congress. 
That  was  the  doctrine  which  had  been  insisted  on. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bedinger]  had 
stated  it  as  a  wonderful  thing  that  the  Committee 
on  Expenditures  should  have  been  exaniinmg  the 
Secretary's  report,  and  yet  the  Secretary  all  the 
while  knew  nothing  about  the  matter! 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  said  the  gentle- 
inan  from  North  Carolina  had  misapprehended 
him,  if  he  supposed  him  to  maintain  any  such 
doctrine.  What  he  complained  of  was,  not  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  received  no 
notice  of  what  the  committee  were  doing,  but  that, 
when  errors  or  discrepancies  were  discovered  in  a 
public  document,  which  went  to  injure  the  reputa- 
tion of  a  pul)lic  officer  both  as  a  statesman  and  as 
a  man,  noliotice  should  have  been  given  him,  that 
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he  might  have  an  opportunity  to  explain,  if  he 

could.  ,  m.  ,  • 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  resumed.  The  doctrine 
of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Houston] 
was,  that  where  an  assault  was  made  on  a  gentle- 
man high  in  olHce  wliich  implicated  his  skill, 
statesmanship,  and  private  and  personal  reputa- 
tion, the  accused  should  always  he  afforded  an  op- 
portunity to  explain;  and  in  that  position  Mr. 
Mi-C.  entirely  coincided.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  been  publicly  arraigned  in  a  report 
suddenly  sprung  upon  a  committee  of  the  House. 
Justice  demanded  that  the  printing  of  the  report  so 
arraigning  him  should  be  deferred  till  a  counter 
report  was  ready,  so  that  both  might  go  out  to  the 
countiy  together. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  replied  that  the  Secretary 
liad  had  sixteen  days  to  explain,  and  he  had  sent 
in  one  document  in  the  way  of  explanation  al- 
ready. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  said  that 
llie  Secretary  had  had  two  month.s  to  explain. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  said  he  had  not  had  an 
opportunity  to  examine,  and  scarcely  to  read,  the 
report;  very  few  members  of  the  House  had  yet 
seen  it.  How  could  he  have  had  two  months  to 
explain.' 

Mr.  BARRINGER  inquired  whether  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  wished  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  answer  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Expenditures?  Was  that  the  duty  of  the  Sec- 
retary? 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  said  he  had  no  such  de- 
sire. 

Here  Mr.  VINTON,  observing  that  the  morn- 
ing hour  liad  expired,  moved  that  the  House  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Unio)i;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  theUnion,  (Mr.  Thomp- 
soK,  of  Indiana,  in  the  chair,)  and  look  up  the 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  VINTON  made  a  brief  explanation  of  the 
bill.  The  estimates,  as  originally  sent  in,  were  a 
fraction  under  ^11,000,000,  and  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  ascertained  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  that  he  would  have  about 
$1,000,000  remaining  in  the  treasury  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  They  had  applied  to  him  to  ascertain 
if  these  estimates  could  not  be  reduced,  and,  on 
an  interview  with  the  Secretary,  he  had  expressed 
the  opinion  that  they  could  be  reduced  one  and  a 
half  million.  The  estimates  originally  sent  in 
were  based  on  the  supposition  that  ten  thousand 
men  of  all  descriptions  would  be  employed  in  the 
navy  during  the  next  fi.scal  year.  The  estimates 
now  sent  in,  and  reduced  ovie  and  a  half  million, 
were  based  on  the  supposition  that  8,500  instead 
of  10,000  men  would  be  employed.  As  a  matter 
of  course,  the  estimates  for  snnio  items  could  not 
be  reduced.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
believed  that  a  sulj-committce  could  belter  judge 
from  what  items  this  reduction  should  be  taken; 
they  accordingly  appointed  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  McKay]  a  sub-committee,  to 
sit  with  the  Secretary  of  the  iSTavy,  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  full  revision  of  his  estimates,  as  they 
had  full  confidence  that  he  would  bring  the  Secre- 
tary down  [a  lau<;;h]  to  the  lowest  possible  point. 
Such  was  the  bill,  reduced  a  million  and  a  lialf 
from  the  original  estimates. 

Since  the  bill  wa.s  reported  other  estimates  had 
been  sent  in,  which  had  given  rise  to  certain  amend- 
ments, which  he  was  instructed  by  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  report,  and  which  he 
should  move  at  the  ))roper  time.  One  was  an  esti- 
mate for  the  appropriations  that  would  be  neces- 
sary to  meet  the  expenditures  under  the  law  of  last 
session;  which  provided  for  carrying  the  mail  of 
the  United  Stales  by  war-stcaniers  between  New 
York  and  Liverpool,  which  was  one  line;  another 
was  for  the  same  service  from  New  York,  by  the 
way  of  New  Orleans,  to  Chagrcs,  another  line-  a 
third  was  for  the  sAme  transmission  lietween  Pan- 
ama and  the  Territory  of  Oregon.  The  steamers 
on  these  various  lines,  which  were  ordered  by  the 
law  of  last  session,  were  all  in  the  course  of  con- 
struction; and  the  Comniitlce  of  Ways  and  Means, 
since  this  bill  was  reported ,  had  directed  an  amend- 
ment lo  be  moved,  for  the  purpose  of  making  pro- 
vision for  thi.s  service. 

Mr.  PETTIT  interposed,  and  s  lid  he  had  un- 
derstood the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  .say  that  the 


estimates  in  this  bill  were  principally  based  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy; 
he  wished,  then,  to  ask  particularly  whether  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  recommended  the  ap- 
propriation at  the  navy-yards  at  Portsmouth,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  Washington,  and  Norfolk,  for 
dredging  machines  to  clear  out  the  channels  and 
make  improvements? 

Mr.  VINTON  replied  that  there  was  nothing  in 
the  estimates  for  these  various  objects,  except  such 
as  was  recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  PETTIT  was  glad  to  know  that  there  was 
one  gentleman  in  the  Administration  that  concluded 
that  the  Government  could  clear  out  and  improve 
rivers  and  harbors. 

Mr.  VINTON  further  said,  that  while  there  was 
nothing  in  the  bill  about  which  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  inquired  which  was  not  recommended  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  it  was  proper  to  say 
that  the  estimates  for  these  various  navy-yards  had 
been  considerably  cut  down;  that  the  provision  in 
the  bill  was  not  as  large  as  the  original  estimates. 
But  there  was  nothing  here  which  was  not  origi- 
nally estimated  for. 

Mr.  PETTIT.     That  is  all  1  wished  to  know. 

Mr.  VINTON  proceeded  further  to  say,  that 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  also  di- 
rected him  to  move  an  amendment  for  the  purchase 
of  ground  for  the  enlargement  of  the  navy-yard  at 
New  Yorlc — ar.  item  of  near  $300,000.  In  a  word, 
the  amendments  which  he  had  been  directed  to 
move  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to 
provide  for  the  various  objects  which  had  come  to 
the  attention  of  the  committee  since  they  had  re- 
ported the  bill,  amounted  to  something  over  one 
million  of  dollars;  and  the  principal  purpose  for 
which  he  had  desired  the  floor  at  this  time  was 
respectfully  to  ask  that  the  committee  would  per- 
mit the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  offer 
these  various  amendments,  and  dispose  of  them 
before  the  debate  was  opened  on  the  bill  at  large, 
for  the  reason  that  important  amendments,  appro- 
priating large  sums  of  money,  required  some  eluci- 
dation, and  could  not  be  satisfactorily  explained 
within  the  few  minutes  allowed  after  the  debate 
was  closed.  He  concluded  by  offering  an  amend- 
ment, to  insert,  between  the  first  and  second  items, 
the  following: 

For  tlie  pay  of  the  Siiperititendent  of  the  Naval  Observ- 
atory at  VVasliingtoii  city,  wlio  shall  be  a  captain,  com- 
mander, or  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  three  thousand  dollars, 
v.'liich  shall  be  the  salary  peraniuun  of  said  Superintendent. 
And  the  provision  in  the  act  entitled  "An  act  niakinf;  ap- 
propriation for  the  naval  service  lor  the  year  ending  the 
thirtieth  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ibrty- 
eight,"  which  is  in  these  words,  viz:  "including;  three 
thousand  dollars  for  pay  of  the  Superintendent,  who  shall 
be  either  a  captain,  commander,  or  lieutenant  in  the  navy," 
shall  be  construed  to  apply  to  the  Superintendent  of  said 
Naval  Observatory,  and  shall  take  clTect  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  that  act. 

Fle  explained  that  the  sole  object  of  this  amend- 
ment was  to  correct  the  law  of  last  Congress,  which 
intended  to  give  the  Superintendent  of  the  Observ- 
atory the  salary  named;  but  the  law  giving  it  to 
"  the  Superintendent,"  the  department  had  refused 
to  pay  it.  This  amendment,  therefore,  only  did 
what  the  original  law  intended  to  accomplish. 

Mr.  IIHETT  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  occu- 
pied an  hour  in  the  delivery  of  a  speech  in  support 
of  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  southern  States 
to  remove  to  any  of  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  and  lake  with  them  their  property  of  every 
description.  [This  speech  will  appear  in  the  Ap- 
pendixj 

Mr.  VENABLE  followed  in  an  argument  on 
the  general  subject  of  the  power  of  Congress  over 
slavery  in  the  territories.  [This  speech  will  also 
appear  in  the  Appendix.] 

EXECUTIVK  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Second  Auditor,  transmitting  copies  of 
such  accounts  as  have  been  rendered  by  persons 
charged  or  intrusted  with  the  disbursement  or  ap- 
plication of  money,  goods,  or  efl'ecls  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Indians,  from  October  1st,  1846,  to  Septem- 
ber 30th,  1847,  inclusive,  with  the  names  of  all 
persons  to  whom  goods,  money,  or  effects  have 
been  delivered  within  the  saine  period.  Laid  on 
the  tabic  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  acting  Secretary 
of  War,  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
lIou.se  of  Representatives  of  the  13th  of  March 
last,  requiring  information  respecting  Creek  Indian 


reservations  under  the  treaty  of  1832  remaining 
unsold  or  undispo*d  of.  Laid  on  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

REPA^SMENT  OF  EXPENSES  TO  VOLUNTEERS. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  to  refund  .money 
for  expenses  incurred,  subsistence  or  transport- 
ation furnished,  for  the  use  of  volunteers  during 
the  present  war,  before  being  mustered  and  re- 
ceived into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  which 
had  been  returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendment  was  read  and- concurred  in,  and 
the  bill  stands  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  POLLOCK,  the  petition  of 
Captain  Alexander  McEwen  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  following  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  RQMSEY:  The  petition  of  William  Wambaugh 
and  179  others,  citizens  of  Steuben  county,  New  York,  for 
the  passage  of  alaw  niaking  newspapers  free  for  thirty  miles, ' 
and  for  a  uniform  rate  of  postage  on  letters.  Also,  the  pe- 
tition of  Morris  Brown  and  101  otliers,  citizens  of  Steubeu 
county.  New  York,  lor  the  passage  of  a  Jaw  making  news^ 
papers  free  for  thirty  miles,  and  a  uniform  rate  of  postage 
on  letters. 

By  Mr.  HUNT:  The  petition  of  140  citizens  of  Geneva, 
New  York,  for  a  reduced  and  uniform  rate  of  post.age. 

P.y  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois:  The  memorial  of  a  large 
number  of  citizens  of  Madison  county,  Illinois,  praying 
Congress  to  lay  out  and  establish  a  post  road  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  between  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
Philadelphia,  to  be  under  the  control  of  the  Government. 
Also,  the  petition  of  Charles  Hibbs,  a  messenger  in  the  I'en- 
siou  Otlicf,  praying  an  increase  of  salary.  '- 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  June  1,  1848. 

The  Secretary  called  the  Senate  to  order  at  twelve 
o'clock. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  that  in  the  temporary 
absence  of  the  Vice  President,  the  Senator  from 
Missouri,  [Mr.  Atchison,]  who  had  before  been 
the  choice  of  the  body,  be  appointed  President  of 
the  Senate  pro  tern. 

The  motion  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  and 
Messrs.  Mangum  and  Sturgeon  escorted  Mr. 
Atchison  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  on  assuming  the  chair,  re- 
turned thanks,  sincere  thanks,for  the  distinguished 
honor  which  had  been  again  conferred  on  him  by 
this  appointment.  He  was  not  vain  enough  to 
attribute  this  proof  of  the  generous  confidence  of 
the  Senate  lo  any  peculiar  qualifications  for  this 
dignified  station;  but,  however  defective  he  might 
be  in  that  knowledge  and  experience  so  desirable 
for  a  satisfactory  fulfillment  of  the  duties  of  the 
Chair,  he  might  at  least  pledge  himself,  as  he  did, 
to  discharge  them  fiiithfully  and  innpartially. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  that  the  Senate,  in  tlie  at)- 
seiiec  of  the  Vice  President,  liave  chosen  the  Hon.  David 
R.  .XrcHisoN  President  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore;  and  that 
he  make  a  similar  communication  to  Uie  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr.  ALLEN  presented  various  resolutions  from 
the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  touching  the  reduction  of 
the  price  of  public  lands  adjacent  lo  the  Wabash 
and  Erie  canals;  declaring  that  so  much  of  the 
ordinance  of  1787  as  relates  lo  slavery  ought  to  be 
extended  lo  any  territory  that  may  be  acquired  from 
Mexico;  reduction  in  the  rates  of  postage;  declaring 
it  to  be  within  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Fed- 
eral Govermnent  lo  construct  harbors  and  improve 
rivers,  and  condemning  the  veto  by  the  President 
of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  that  purpose; 
and  also  apjiroving  of  the  course  pursued  by 
Thomas  Corwin,  one  of  the  Senators  from  that 
Slate,  in  regard  to  the  Mexican  war.  These  va- 
rious resolutions  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  a  memorial  from  judges 
and  members  of  the  bar  of  New  Orleans,  asking 
that  the  rules  of  all  proceedings  in  United  Stales 
courts  in  civil  cases  conform  with  the  practice  of 
the  Stale  courts  of  Louisiana;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

REPORTS   FROM  COMMITTERS. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  fi-om  the  Committee  on  the  .Tu- 
diciary,  reported  the  joint  resolution  from  the 
House  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  fur- 
nish tlie  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
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States  for  the  western  district  of  Virginia  v/ith 
four  copies  of  Little  and  Brown's  edition  of  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  with  amendments. 

IVIr.  B.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Levi  H.  Corson,  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  RUSK,  from  the  Committee  on  iVIilitary 
Affairs,  reported  House  bill  to  refund  money  for 
expenses  incurred,  and  subsistence  or  transporta- 
tion furnished  for  the  use  of  the  volunteers  during 
the  present  war,  before  being  mustered  and  received 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  without 
amendment,  and  recommending  its  immediate  pas- 
sage. 

JMr.  R.  asked  that  the  bill  might  be  immediately 
consideied;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TURNEY  alluded  to  the  fact  that  he  had 
endeavored  the  other  day  to  offer  an  amendment, 
not  having  been  aware  at  the  moment  that  the  bill 
had  not  been  referred;  but,  as  it  was  now  reported 
from  the  Military  Committee,  he  should  embrace 
the  opportunity  to  ofTer  the  following  amendment: 

"  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  refunding  moneys  under 
this  act,  und  the  resolution  which  it  amends,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful (0  pay  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum  on 
all  sums  advanced  by  States,  corporations,  or  individuals, 
in  all  cases  where  the  State,  corporation,  or  individual  paid 
or  lost  the  interest,  or  is  liable  to  pay  it." 

The  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and  was  subse- 
quently read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi, 
Resolved,  That  one  thousand  additional  copies  of  the 
rcpoit  of  the  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Indian  Department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty 
stipulations  with  the  various  Indian  tribes,  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1849,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

The  question  being  on  the  following  amendment 
of  Mr.  Bell: 

"  See.  — .  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Secretary  of 
War  cause  to  be  ascertained  the  number  and  names  of  such 
individuals  and  families,  including  each  member  of  every 
family  of  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  that  remained  in 
the  State  of  North  Carolina  at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty  of  New  Echota,  May  twenty-three,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  and  who  h.ive  not  removed  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  or  received  the  commutation  for  removal  and 
subsistence,  and  report  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  whereupon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
set  apart,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasury  not  othervi'ise 
appropriated,  a  sum  equal  to  fifty-three  dollars  and  thirty- 
three  cents  for  each  individual  ascertained  as  aforesaid,  and 
that  he  cause  to  be  paid  to  every  such  individual,  or  his  or 
her  legal  representative,  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent, 
per  annum  on  such  per  capita,  from  the  said  twenty-third 
d.ay  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  to  the  time  of 
the  passage  of  this  act,  and  continue  annually  thereafter  said 
payment  of  interest  at  the  rate  aforesaid. 

"Sec. — .  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted ,  That  whenever  here- 
after any  individual  or  individuals  of  said  Cherokee  Indians 
shall  desire  to  remove  and  join  the  tribe  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, then  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  be  authorized  to  with- 
draw from  the  fund  set  apart  as  aforesaid  the  sum  of  fifty- 
three  dollars  and  thirt3'-three  cents,  and  the  interest  due  and 
unpaid  thereon,  and  apply  the  same,  or  such  part  thereof  as 
shall  be  necessary,  to  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  such 
individual  or  individuals,  and  pay  the  remainder,  if  any,  or 
the  whole,  if  the  said  Indians  or  any  of  them  shall  prefer  to 
remove  themselves, to  such  individuals  or  heads  of  families, 
upon  their  removal  west  of  the  Mississippi." 

Mr.  BELL  explained  that  there  were  about 
1,250  Cherokees  in  Tennessee,  Georgia,  Alabama, 
and  North  Carolina;  about  half  of  whom  were  a 
nuisance  in  those  States.  They  are  under  the  ap- 
prehension of  losing  their  lands  in  North  Carolina, 
111  consequence  of  a  difficulty  in  the  construction  of 
thetreaty  of  1835.  The  Indians  remaining  in  North 
Carolina  took  no  part  in  the  treaty,  and  had  re- 
ceived no  jjortion  of  the  annuities  since  1820.  They 
had  held  lands  in  North  Carolina  since  1783,  and 
had  never  been  disturbed  by  the  State.  They  had 
lost  their  lands  by  the  treaty  of  1835,  and  had  re- 
purchased them,  and  there  is  a  difficulty  as  to  the 
perfectness  of  the  title.  The  treaty  required  the 
removal  of  all  the  Indians  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  some  refused.  Tlic  United  States  commis- 
sioners agreed  to  give  compensation  for  innprove- 
nients  and  injuries,  and  the  means  necessary  for 
removal  and  subsistence.  The  treaty  allows  a  due 
portion  of  the  money  to  such  as  were  averse  to 
removal,  and  were  qualified  to  become  citizens; 
and  the  difficulty  is,  whether  this  shall  be  paid  out 
of  the  five  millions  appropriated  for  the  purchase 
of  the  lands  of  the  Cherokees,  or  out  of  the  treas- 
ury.    By  subsetjuent  legislation,  additional  appro- 


;  priations  have  been  made  for  transportation  and 
subsistence.'  The  Cherokees  of  North  Carolina 
contend  that  they  are  entitled  to  their  full  share  of 
thefive  millions, withoutany  deduction  for  removal 
and  subsistence.  The  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
I  fairs  has  decided  that  they  are  entitled  to  their 
j  claim. 

The  question  is,  out  of  which  fund  shall  this 
I  claim  be  paid — out  of  the  Indian  fund,  or  out  of 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States.'  Congress  has 
already  established  a  precedent  in  favor  of  the 
latter.  The  amendment  had  been  made  at  the 
instance  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  hoped  theSenator  from  Ten- 
nessee would  not  burden  this  bill  with  a  subject 
of  so  much  importance,  and  involving  so  great  an 
amount  of  expenditure.  It  would  require  more 
consideration  than  could  be  given  to  it  at  this  time; 
and  he  suggested  the  propriety  of  making  it  the 
subject  of  a  separate  bill. 

It  would  be  necessary  to  call  on  the  department 
for  information.  The  subject  had  been  under  ex- 
amination by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 
It  had  been  reported  against.  Mr.  Mason,  Attor- 
ney General,  had  made  an  adverse  report,  which 
was  approved  by  the  Executive.  A  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  had  also  reported  against  the 
claim.  The  subject  is  before  a  committee  of  the 
House;  a  call  has  been  made  for  information;  arid 
it  will  have  to  undergo  a  full  discussion.  We 
ought  not  to  act  on  it  without  such  consideration 
and  discussion,  and  therefore  the  amendment  ought 
not  now  to  be  received. 

Mr.  BADGER  said,  that  if  the  question  was 
important,  it  was  not  difficult.  It  was  an  appro- 
priation which  ought  to  have  been  introduced  into 
the  present  bill.  The  claim  was  under  a  treaty 
with  the  United  States,  and  it  would  be  only  fair 
to  insert  a  provision  which  ought  to  have  been 
reported  with  the  bill.  He  referred  to  the  treaty 
to  show  the  correctness  of  his  statement.  The 
treaty  gave  twenty  dollars  jier  capita,  and  thirty- 
three  dollars  and  thirty  cents  forsubsistence  for  one 
year;  and  those  who  were  averse  to  go  were  as 
much  entitled  to  this  fifty-three  dollars  and  thirty 
cents  as  they  were  who  went.  The  case  was  too 
plain  to  require  a  protracted  discussion.  If  the 
Executive  had  refused  to  pay  this  claim,  there  was 
a  more  imperative  obligation  on  Congress  to  pro- 
vide for  it.  The  amount  offered  no  objection  to 
the  proposition,  if  the  principle  was  correct.  The 
Cherokees  were  a  nuisance  to  the  people  of  North 
Carolina,  and  this  itself  should  be  a  reason  for  the 
appropriation  now  asked  for.  The  amendment 
was  in  the  most  unexceptionable  form,  and  its 
adoption  was  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  in  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  moved  to  postpone  the  furtRer 
consideration  of  the  bill;  which  was  agreed  to. 

OREGON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGHT,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  the  Terri- 
torial Government  of  Oregon. 

The  question  being  on  the  ainendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Hale,  to  insert  the  following  section: 

"  Sec.  —  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  inhabitants 
of  said  Territory  shall  be  entilled'to  enjoy  all  and  singular 
the  rights,  privileges,  and  advantages,  granted  and  secured 
to  the  people  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio,  by  the  articles  of  compact  contained  in 
the  ordinance  for  the  government  of  said  territory,  on  the 
thirteenth  day  of  July,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-seven ; 
and  shall  he  subject  to  all  the  conditions,  and  restrictions, 
and  prohibitions  in  said  articles  of  compact  imposed  upon 
the  people  of  said  territory;  and  the  existing  laws  now  in 
force  in  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  under  the  authority  of  tlie 
provisional  government  establisiied  by  the  people  thereof, 
shall  continue  to  be  valid  and  operative  therein,  so  tar  as 
the  same  he  not  incompalihie  with  the  principles  and  pro- 
visions of  this  act;  subject,  nevertheless,  to  be  altered, 
modified,  or  repealed  by  the  Governor  and  Legislative  As- 
sembly of  the  said  Territory  of  Oregon ;  and  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  are  hereby  extended  over,  and  declared 
to  be  III  force  in,  said  Territory,  so  far  as  the  same  or  any 
provision  thOreof  may  be  applicable." 

Mr.  BUTLER  briefly  explained  his  course  in 
the  Judiciary  Committee  in  relation  to  the  bill  of 
last  session,  in  order  to  show  that  it  was  only  in- 
tended to  make  it  conform  to  the  laws  of  Iowa. 
If  the  bill  now  brought  forward,  as  the  bill  of  last 
session,  contains  the  ordinance  of  1787,  it  was 
adopted  by  a  misconception  on  his  part.  The 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
e.xtended  tliat  ordinance  to  the  Territory  of  Oregon, 
which  was  already  covertly  included  in  tlic  clause 
of  last  session  a.s  it  came  from  the  Committee  on 
Territories. 


Mr.  BRIGHT  regretted  the  absenceof  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Territories.  The  bill 
would  not  have  been  brought  up  during  his  ab- 
sence but  for  the  recent  events  in  Oregon,  and  the 
message  of  the  President  on  the  subject.  The  bill 
is  substantially  the  same  as  the  bills  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  with  the  exception 
of  the  12th  section,  which  varies  in  some  respects 
from  the  clause  in  the  other  bills.  The  laws  of 
Oregon  prohibit  slavery  in  the  Territory, and  these 
laws  will  remain  unless  changed  by  the  legislative 
authority.  He  objected  to  the  proposition  of  the 
Senator  from  Florida  to  insert  the  12th  section  of 
the  bill  of  the  last  ses.sion,  because  it  restricted  the 
Legislature  of  Oregon  too  severely.  If  the  question 
which  has  been  introduced  by  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  were  now  to  be  discu.3sed,  the  bill 
could  not  be  passed  for  some  days,  and  he  regret- 
ted that  that  Senator  should  have  felt  it  "his  duty 
to  offer  it  at  this  time.  He  would  have  no  objec- 
tion to  strike  out  the  12th  section  if  any  substitute 
could  be  provided  for  it. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  if  he  understood  the  sec- 
tion, regarded  it  as  excluding  slavery,  as  adopting 
the  organic  law  of  Iowa  to  that  effect.  Did  the 
Seriator  from  Indiana  admit  that  the  act  of  the  pro- 
visional government  of  Oregon  excluded  slavery' 
Mr.  BRIGHT  said  he  so  admitted  it. 
Mr.  HALE,  with  leave  of  the  Senator,  withdrew 
his  amendment  for  the  present.  He  had  been 
accused  of  thrusting  a  firebrand  in  the  Senate.  He 
would  now  take  it  out,  and  see  how  the  bill  would 
go  on  without  it.  He  would  renew  it  hereafter  or 
not,  as  he  might  deem  best. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
WESTCOTT— 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  with  the  consent  of  the  friends, 
consented  to  strike  out  the  12th  section.  He  moved 
to  strike  it  out. 

Mr.  HALE  said  if  that  section  was  stricken  out 
he  should  renew  his  amendment.  His  object  was 
to  permit  the  bill  to  pass  in  its  present  shape.  He 
asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  thought  the  strikingout  of  the 
12th  section  would  not  remove  the  difficulty.  There 
are  three  questions  involved:  1st.  The  power  (f 
Congress  to  interfere  with  persons  emigrating  with 
their  property  into  the  State;  2d.  The  power  of 
the  Territorial  Government  to  do  so;  and ,  3d.  The 
power  of  Congress  to  vest  such  a  power  in  the 
Territory.  The  amendment  moved  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Florida  was  the  only  course.  He  did  not 
wish  to  delay  the  bill.  But  if  the  matter  was  to 
be  gone  into,  it  would  be  the  best  way  to  separate 
the  military  authority  from  the  residue  of  the  bill, 
and  act  on  that  at  present. 

Mr.  MILLER  expressed  surprise  at  the  extent 
of  the  assumption  that  the  people  of  Oregon  had 
no  right  to  prohibit  slavery.  Where  was  the  au- 
thority to  create  slavery  there.' 

Mr.  DICKINSON  said  he  was  willing  to  strike 
out  the  12th  section,  and  to  leave  the  territorial 
government  to  take  care  of  itself.  He  had  full 
confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  the  territorial  legisla- 
ture to  make  its  own  laws. 

Mr.  BAGBY  referred  to  the  principles  laid  down 
in  the  resolutions  he  had  some  time  since  submit- 
ted to  the  Senate  as  those  which  must  be  sustained, 
and  should  regulate  the  action  of  Congress.  Con- 
gress has  no  more  right  over  the  territory  than  it 
has  over  any  other  property  of  the  United  States, 
Here  we  were  about  to  erect  a  wall  around^  ter- 
ritory in  which  citizens  of  other  States  could  not 
meet  without  leaving  their  property  behind  them. 
He  differed  from  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
as  to  the  twelfth  section.  That  section  was  an 
eyesore  to  him,  and  he  wished  it  stricken  out;  in 
which  event  he  would  vote  for  the  bill,  deeming  it 
sufficient  for  its  purposes  as  it  would  then  stand. 
He  protested  against  the  monstrous  doctrine  ad- 
vanced by  the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
DicifiNsoN,]  and  protested  also  against  these  at- 
tempts to  stir  up  agitation  in  reference  toa  territory 
into  which  it  was  generally  admitted  that  slavery 
was  never  likely  to  enter. 

Mr.  HALE.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me.'  I 
have  withdrawn  my  firebrand,  and  this  is  a  south- 
ern  firebrand  which  is  now  thrown  in. 

Mr.  BAGBY.  I  know  he  has  withdrawn  it,  hv\\ 
he  promises  to  renew  it.  The  northern  fire  burns 
more  slowly  than  the  southern  fire;  and  whenever 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  desires  to  renew 
it,  he  has  wind  enough  to  kindle  a  flame.  He 
deprecated  the  new  doctrine  as  to  these  ephemeial 
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things  called  territorial  governmenis,  by  which  any 
twenty  tliousand  settlers  on  the  pubiiciands  might 
set  up  a  govenimeiit,  and  demand  the  right  to 
enact  their  own  laws.  He  contended  that  a  power 
could  not  be  delegated  to  a  creature  which  the  cre- 
ator did  not  possess.  If  by  inherent  right  the  peo- 
ple could  form  a  government,  why  do  they  come 
to  Congress  to  ask  the  power.'  and  to  what  extent 
could  Congress  confer  power.'  Not  beyond  the 
power  vested  in  it  by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  FOOTE  regretted  that  this  discussion  had 
been  commenced  and  had  gone  on  in  such  a  strange 
manner.  Admitting  that  the  striking  out  of  the 
twelfth  section  would  remove  his  objection  to  the 
bill,  still  the  Senator  from  Alabama  went  at  length 
into  a  question  which  it  had  been  the  desire  of 
many  Senators,  by  a  mutual  understanding,  to 
avoid.  He  was  prepared  lo  go  into  this  question 
whenever  it  was  forced  upon  him;  but  he  had  been 
stricken  with  a  thrill  of  delight  as  he  listened  to 
the  wise  and  patriotic  suggestions  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  yesterday,  that  we  should  confine 
our  attention  to  the  duties  imposed  on  us.  Should 
the  resolutiiins  submitted  by  the  Senator  from  New 
York  be  taken  up,  he  should  be  prepared  to  offer 
his  views  at  length  on  this  question.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  agitation  of  this  question  at  the  present 
lime,  as  it  might  enable  an  individual  to  whom  the 
Abolitionists  were  attracted  to  increase  his  poim- 
larity,  and  might  also  have  the  efi'ect  of  exciimg 
the  South  so  as  to  weaken  the  strength  of  the  great 
party  to  which  he  was  attached  in  that  section 
of  the  Union.  There  was  a  plan  on  foot  to  distract 
the  South,  which  he  would  expose  at  a  proper  time. 

Mr.  HALE  assured  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi that  his  friends  did  not  calculate  on  the  vote 
of  his  State  at  the  pending  election.  He  had  risen 
to  say,  tliat  this  firebrand  did  not  come  from  him. 
He  had  drawn  out  his  firebrand,  but  the  fire  had 
burned  more  brightly  than  before  it  was  taken  out. 
He  regretted  that  Senators  should  now  consider 
the  ordinance  of  1787  us  insulting  to  the  southern 
States.  If  that  ordinance  was  an  insult,  how  was 
it  they  had  remained  quiet  under  it  more  than  half 
a  century?  With  all  his  respect  for  gentlemen, 
and  all  his  abhorrence  to  wound  the  feelings  of 
any,  he  could  not  avoid  saying  that  he  felt  little 
sympathy  with  those  who  had  lived  under  an  in- 
sult which  was  sixty  years  old  before  it  was  dis- 
covered. He  charged  the  Senator  from  Alabama 
with  introducing  and  arguing  abstractions,  while 
he  charged  him  [Mr.  Hale]  with  doing  that  very 
thing.  At  the  risk  of  offending  those  who  had 
sustained  him  at  a  time  when  sympathy  was  worth 
something  and  votes  weie  worth  more,  he  had 
withdrawn  his  ainendment,  and  then  a  more  pes- 
tiferous movement  was  made. 

Mr.  BUTLEll  asked  if  the  Senator  had  not 
indicated,  when  he  withdrew  his  proposition,  his 
inleiuion  to  introduce  the  firebrand  again,  as  soon 
as  he  saw  that  one  which  was  about  to  be  intro- 
duced had  burned  out.' 

iVlr.  HALE  replied.  He  had  asked  the  Chair 
if  it  would  be  in  order  to  offer  his  amendment 
again,  if  he  withdrew  it  for  the  purpose  of  ena- 
bling the  Senator  from  Florida  to  offer  his.'  Having 
been  informed  that  it  would  be  in  order,  he  with- 
drew it,  st.iting  that  he  might  offer  it,  or  not,  as  he 
should  think  proper.  His  intention  was,  if  the 
bill  wa.s  .suffered  to  pass  in  the  shape  proposed, 
not  lo  offer  it  again.  But  when  he  found  other 
doctors  dosing  it,  he  determined  that  he  would  try 
his  o<Vn  medicine  again.  He  then  laid  down  his 
proposition  that  slaves  could  not  be  regarded  as 
property,  and  quoted  some  judicial  decisions  to 
sustain  him  in  this  view. 

In  the  views  which  he  had  expressed,  he  was 
happy  to  say  that  he  was  supported  by  many  dis- 
tmguishcd  men  from  the  South.  Every  southern 
gentleman  regarded  the  existence  of  slavery  as  an 
<:vi\,  and  WHS  anxiou.s  to  free  the  slaveholding 
States  from  the  oduim  of  its  introduction.  It  was 
alleged  by  some,  that  the  curse  had  its  origin  in 
the  mercenary  course  pursued  by  the  New  En"-- 
land  merchants,  who  entered  into  the  traffic  m 
slaves  for  profit;  others  charged  nil  the  responsi- 
bility on  Great  Britain.  If  the  evil,  therefore,  was" 
of  that  odious  character  that  even  the  South  shrunk 
from  the  responsibility  of  its  introduction,  with 
what  consistency  could  southern  Senators  vote  for 
extending  it  to  new  territories  where  it  had  never 
yet  obtained  a  footing,  and  where  it  was  said  that 
It  was  not  likely  to  enter?  He  gave  southern  gen- 
tlemen great  credit  for  the  open  and  manly  man- 


ner in  which  they  expressed  their  views.  They 
met  the  question  fairly  and  candidly.  Every  man 
could  understand  them.  There  was  no  beating 
about  the  bush  among  them.  With  such  oppo- 
nents it  was  gratifying  to  contend.  Very  different 
was  their  course  to  that  of  certain  animals  which 
had  been  characterized  as  northern  men  with 
southern  principles.  He  invoked  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  the  declaration  of  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi,  that  in  the  discussion  of  this  great 
question,  he  was  not  influenced  by  truth,  justice, 
and  humanity;  but  that  he  was  anxious  to  evade 
its  full  and  fair  discussion,  from  an  apprehension 
that  it  would  have  the  effect  of  distracting  a  party, 
and  weakening  that  glorious  ticket  which  was  to 
sweep  over  the  whole  of  the  United  States  like  a 
hurricane. 

Mr.  FOOTE  begged  to  explain,  that  he  had 
only  named  this  as  one  of  the  consequences  of  the 
discussion  of  the  question  at  this  time,  aind  he  was 
[)repared,  at  a  proper  time,  to  go  into  the  proofs 
which  had  come  into  his  possession  on  this  point. 
But  he  had  stated,  as  his  main  objection,  the  delay 
of  the  bill;  which  must  be  the  consequence  of  the 
agitation  of  the  subject  at  this  time,  and  this,  too, 
at  a  moment  when  our  immediate  action  is  demand- 
ed by  the  perilous  condition  of  our  fellow-citizens 
in  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

Some  further  discussion  ensued  between  Mr. 
Hale  and  Mr.  Foote,  which  partook  of  a  per- 
sonal character,  and  had  no  reference  to  the  ques- 
tion legitimately  before  the  Senate;  and,  pending 
this  debate, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  June  2,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  EDWARDS,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  various  memorials  praying 
the  passage  of  a  law  prohibiti/ig  the  importation  of 
adulterated  drugs  and  medicines,  reported  a  bill  to 
prohibit  the  importation  of  adulterated,  deteriorated, 
and  misnamed  medicines. 

The  bill  having  been  twice  read — 

Mr.  EDWARDS  begged  leave  to  state  thai  the 
bill  which  he  had  just  reported  had  met  with  the 
entire  approbation  of  the  select  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  had  been  referred.  It  was  a  subject  of 
great  importance  to  the  entire  country.  Pie  had 
recently  received  a  letter  informing  him  thattwenty- 
four  thousand  pounds  of  adulterated  Peruvian  bark 
alone  had  just  been  imported;  and  as  this  subject 
had  been  for  two  months  before  committees  of  this 
House,  it  having  first  been  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  and  afterwards  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, those  who  were  engaged  in  this  trade  had 
become  wide  awake,  and  were  importing  largely  in 
anticipation  of  the  passage  of  some  such  bill  as  this. 
It  was  therefore  obviously  necessary  that  this  bill 
should  be  promptly  passed,  that  such  deleterious 
importations  might  be  caught  on  their  arrival  in 
our  ports.  He  moved  that  the  bill  be  put  upon  its 
passage. 

Mr.  HUNT  hoped  there  would  be  no  objection 
to  the  immediate  passage  of  this  bill.  It  was  of 
vital  importatice  to  the  country.  The  importation 
of  deleterious  drugs  had  been  very  injurious  to  our 
army  during  the  war  with  Mexico,  and  hence  some 
action  on  this  subject  was  loudly  demanded.  When 
it  was  before  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  there 
was  but  one  opinion  respecting  it;  but  it  wasdeetned 
better  that  it  should  be  referred  to  a  select  committee 
of  medical  men,  who  would  perhaps  be  belter  t^ble 
to  suggest  a  remedy  to  protect  the  country  against 
the  mischiefs  lo  which  it  was  ex]iosed  by  deleteri- 
ous importations.  He  hoped  it  would  be  passed 
without  debate;  but,  if  any  discussion  were  neces- 
sary lo  satisfy  the  House  of  the  propriety  of  pass- 
ing this  bill,  he  would  suggest  that  the  al)le  report 
of  the  committee  should  be  read.  Nothing  more 
would  be  necessary.  In  conclusion,  he  moved  tlie 
previous  question. 

The  House  sustained  the  call  for  the  previous 
question,  under  the  operation  of  which  the  bill  was 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  bill  and  report 
were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  moved  that  10,000  extra  copies 
of  the  report  accompanying  the  bill  be  prniied. 

After  a  few  words  between  Messrs.  COBB,  of 
Grcorgia,  ROOT,  and  ASIIMUN,  this  motion  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 


PRIVATE  BILLS. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  resoive  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  private  calendar. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  had  been  instructed  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  move  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays  for  the  residue  of 
the  session,  that  the  appropriation  bills  might  be 
acted  upon  on  those  as  well  as  the  other  days  of 
the  week. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  begged  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  not  to  press  that  motion  to-day,  as  this  was 
"objection  day,"  on  which  bills  could  be  passed 
that  were  unobjectionable. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  said  it  was  a  question 
of  importance  whether  the  House  would  go  on 
with  the  public  business,  and,  therefore,  he  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  private 
calendar. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  resulted  thus:  Yeas  84,  nays  81.  The 
House  accordingly  (Mr.  Brodhead,  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, in  the  chair)  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  House  on  the  private  calendar. 

The  following  bills  were  taken  up,  read,  con- 
sidered, and  ordered  to  be  reported  to  the  House, 
viz: 

For  the  relief  of  Peter  Shaffer. 

For  the  benefit  of  John  Ozias. 

For  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Rob- 
ert Fulton,  deceased. 

For  the  relief  of  Anna  Giffin,  of  the  county  of 
Wyoming,  State  of  New  York. 

For  the  relief  of  William  Butler. 

For  the  relief  of  William  De  Buys,  late  postmas- 
ter at  New  Orleans. 

For  the  relief  of  Artemas  Conant. 

Granting  a  pension  to  Ruth  Hollenbeck. 
■    For  the  relief  of  Jesse  Washington  Jackson. 

For  the  relief  of  James  Fugate. 

For  the  relief  of  Samuel  Gray. 

For  the  relief  of  Lizur  B.  Canfield. 

For  the  relief  of  John  Hibbert. 

For  the  relief  of  Daniel  H.  Warren. 

For  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Shiflett. 

For  the  relief  of  Skelton  Felton. 

For  the  relief  of  Emanuel  Berri  and  John  M. 
Keese. 

And  Senate  bills  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Bloss 
and  others;  for  the  relief  of  Jones  &  Boker;  and  for 
the  relief  of  Charles  L.  Dell. 

The  following  bills  were  amended,  and  ordered 
to  be  reported  to  the  House,  viz: 

Joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  favor  of  David 
Shaw  and  Solomon  T.  Corser;  and  House  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Lewis  Hastings. 

The  following  bills  were  also  acted  on  and  or- 
dered to  be  reported  to  the  House:  Bills  autho- 
rizing the  Secretary  of  War  to  issue  a  duplicate 
of  land  warrant  No.  1,469,  which  originally  issued 
in  favor  of  Adam  Hart,  February  3,  1829;  and  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Graham;  and  Senate  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Fernando  Fellany. 

The  committee  having  reported  all  of  the  above 
bills— 

The  House  first  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  P.  Converse,  reported  to  the 
House  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Satur- 
day last;  when — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  it  was 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Wilson,  and  for  the  relief  of  W.  B.  Slaughter,  la(e 
Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Saturday 
last,  (the  latter  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
agreed  to,)  were  taken  up,  read  a  tliird  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  William  Fuller  and 
OrlandoSaltmarsh,and  forthe  relief  of  H.  D.John- 
son, which  were  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Saturday  last,  were  taken  up  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed;  and  being  engrossed,  were  read  a 
third  time,  pa.ssed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
currence. 

The  Flouse  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bills 
this  day  reported  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
when  they  were  severally  read  a  third  time  and 
passed,  excejit  the  bills  for  the  relief  of  Peter 
Shaffer  and  for  the  relief  of  William  De  Buys,  late 
postmaster  at  New  Orleans,  which  were  laid  over 
for  further  consideration, 
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Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  asked  the  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  introduce  the  following  res- 
olution: 

Resolved,  That  the  (Jommiftee  on  Patents  he,  and  thevare 
herehy,  amhorized  and  reqiiiicd  to  send  for  persons  and  pa- 
pers, and  lotliorous;lily  investigate  the  charges  as  preferred 
by  H.  S.  Thistle  against  the  Coniniissioner  of  Patents  for 
granting  letters  patent  to  Thorntoji  Grimsley  for  an  improve- 
ment in  the  manufacture  of  drapoon  saddles,  when  at  the 
sanie  time  (as  alleged  hy  said  Thistle)  an  application  for  the 
tame  invention  for  letters  patent  had  been  pending'in  the 
Patent  Dffice  some  several  months  prior  to  and  at  the  time 
of  said  Grimsley's  application,  and  for  which  letters  patent 
were  issued  to  said  Grimsley  without  due  notice  being  given 
to  said  Tliistle,  as  required  by  law  in  such  cases;  and  that 
said  committee  report  the  result  of  sucli  investigation  to  this 
House  at  the  earliei-t  day  practicable. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  objected,  and  the  resolution  was 
not  received. 

INTERNATIONAL  EXCHANGES. 
Mr.  MURPHYasked  the.unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  offer  a  resolution  in  relation  to  Mr. 
Vattemare's  plan  of  international  exchange  of  for- 
eign publications.  Mr.  Vattemare  had  been  here 
for  three  months,  and  was  still  remaining  in  the  dark 
respecting  the  result  of  his  application  to  this  Gov- 
ernment. He  hoped  there  would,  thereforej  be 
no  objection  to  the  resolution  which  he  desired  to 
offer: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  be  discharged  from  tlie  further  consideration  of 
House  bill  No.  41)9,  to'regulate  the  exchange  of  certain  doc- 
uments and  other  publications  of  Congress. 

The  resolution  having  been  agreed  to,  the  House 
proceeded  to  consider  said  bill,  which  was  read,  as 
follows: 

A  BILL  to  regulate  the  exchange  of  certain  documents  and 
other  publications  of  Congtess. 

Se  it  enacted,  4c.,  That  the  JointComniittee  on  the  Libra- 
ry shall  appoint  such  agents  as  they  may  from  time  to  time 
deem  requisite,  to  carry  into  efiectthe  donation  and  exchange 
of  such  documents  and  other  publications  as  have  been  or 
Fhall  be  placed  at  their  disposal  for  the  purpose. 

Sec.  2.  .dnd  be  it  fwrther  enacted,  That  all  books  trans- 
mitted through  such  agents  for  the  use  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  governmentof  aSiateorof  its 
Legislature,  or  of  any  department  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  orof  a  Slate,  or  of  the  Academy  at  West  Point, 
or  of  the  National  Institute,  shall  be  admitted  into  the  United 
Slates  duty  free. 
.  Sec.  3.  Andbeit  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  two 
thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  out  ol  any  money  in 
the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  and  the  same  is 
put  at  the  disposal  of  the  Library  Committee,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  into  effect  such  donation  and  exchange,  and 
of  paying  the  expenses  already  incurred  in  relation  thereto. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  recommit 
the  bill  to  the  Committeeof  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  MURPHY  urged  Mr.  Jones  to  withdraw 
his  motion  and  let  the  bill  pass.  Mr.  Vattemare. 
had  been  here  three  or  four  months  at  considerable 
expense,  and  it  was  the  wish  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Library  to  defray  his  expenses,  and  there  was 
no  way  by  which  the  committee  could  do  so  unless 
the  bill  passed. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  the  bill  required  consideration 
in  committee,  and  he  hoped  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  would  prevail. 

Mr.  FARAN  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  A 
rule  of  tiie  House  required  that  all  money  bills  or 
bills  appropriating  inoney  be  first  considered  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  he  desired  to  know  if  it  was  not  the  duty  of 
the  Chair  to  put  them  there.' 

The  SPEAKER  slated  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  had  just  been  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  put  on  recommitting  the  bill, 
and  no  quorum  voted. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  Junt  2,  1848. 

The  CHAIR  communicated  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  relative  to  experiments 
in  weigliis  and  measures;  of  which,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  DOWNS,  10,000  extra  copies  were  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  Fifth  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  submitted  by 
Mr.  Webster  on  the  29tli  iilt.,  on  the  subject  of 
the  delay  in  the  progres.s  of  erecting  a  light-house 
on  Execution  Rocks,  Long  Island  ;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  memorial  from  a 
number  of  merchants  of  Chailesl(m, .asking  that 
the  contract  entered  into  between  the  Postmaster 
General  and  certain  citizens  of  Charleston,  for  car- 


rying the  mail  between  that  city  and  Havana,  in 
Cuba,  may  be  approved  by  Congress;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HUNTER  presented  a  petition  from  John 
R.  Bryant,  administrator  of  Purser  Garretson, 
asking  a  reimbursement  of  money  expended  for 
office  rent;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BREESE  presented  a  petition  from  Mary 
Ann  Bronaugh,  widow  of  a  deceased  volunteer  in 
the  Mexican  war,  asking  a  pension;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WEBSTER,  from  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations,  reported  the  bill  further  to  carry 
into  effect  the  provisions  and  stipulations  of  the 
ninth  article  of  the  Florida  treaty,  with  respect  to 
certain  losses  by  Spanish  subjects  in  West  Florida, 
without  amendment,  recommending  its  passage, 
and  accompanied  by  a  report;  of  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  500  extra  copies  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Library,  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tion; which  was  read  a  first  time: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  Slates  of  America  in  Cons.re':s  assembled,  That 
the  portrait  of  Major  General  Baron  I)e  Kalb,  presented  by 
his  surviving  family,  be  placedin  the  Library  of  Congress. 

Mr.  DAVIS  also  presented,  in  the  name  of  Brig- 
adier General  Twiggs,  a  Mexican  flag,  taken  in 
Mexico,  which  he  introduced  by  an  eulogium  on 
the  exploits  of  our  army  in  the  various  battles 
which  led  to  the  occupation  of  the  capital. 

Mr.  DAYTON  suggested  that  the  flag  be  de- 
posited in  the  Department  of  State;  but  as  Mr. 
Davis  thought  some  more  conspicuous  position 
should  be  assigned  to  it,  Mr.  Dayton  withdrew 
his  suggestion,  and  the  subject  was  suffered  to  lie 
over. 

OREGON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGHT,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  a  terri- 
torial government  in  Oregon. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  withdrew  his  motion  to  strike 
out  the  twelfth  section. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  renewed  the  motion,  and  aisked 
the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  wished  to  ask  if  Senators 
understood  the  chai;acter  and  effect  of  the  existing 
laws  in  Oregon.  He  alluded  to  all  the  laws.  We 
were  about  to  sanction  laws  which  have  not  yet 
been  submitted  to  us.  There  was  among  them  a 
sumptuary  law,  prohibiting  the  introduction  of 
any  ardent  spirits  in  the  territory.  [Mr.  Hale: 
Good  !]  The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  says 
"good,"  and  he  will  probably  vote  for  the  bill. 
But  he  would  ask,  if  the  territorial  governmejit 
had  a  right  thus  to  interfere  with  the  United  States 
system  of  import  duties.'  The  provisional  gov- 
ernment of  Oregon  was  merely  an  assemblage  of 
emigrants  who  first  went  there — of  all  nations  and 
castes — and  never  was  recognized  as  a  govern- 
ment while  we  held  the  territory  in  joint  occupa- 
tion with  Great  Britain.  He  suggested  these  facts 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TURNEY  was  in  favor  of  the  motion 
when  made  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  because 
he  regarded  it  as  intended  to  conciliate  the  North 
and  the  South.  But  he  had  withdrawn  it,  and  it 
was  renewed  by  a  southern  Senator;  so  that  it 
was  intended  now  to  make  it  a  sectional  question. 
He  regarded  it  as  a  violation  of  the  common  plat- 
form agreed  on  by  the  Democratic  party.  He 
warned  the  Senators  who  advocated  the  retention 
of  the  section,  of  the  dangers  to  which  they  sub- 
jecied  themselves  by  withdrawing  the  motion  to 
strike  it  out.  The  party  would  be  at  sea,  and 
there  could  be  no  union  between  the  North  and 
South. 

Mr.  BADGER  gave  briefly  his  reasons  for 
voting  to  retain  the  twelfth  section.  The  settlers  in 
Oregon,  for  the  purpose  of  self-defence,  had  estab- 
lished a  provisional  government.  Congress  was 
now  called  on  to  sanction  the  acts  of  this  provis- 
ional government.  Should  this  section  be  stricken 
out,  the  people  of  Oregon  will  be  left  in  a  situation 
in  which  they  will  have  no  laws  which  can  be 
carried  into  execution.  Months  must  elapse  before 
the  system  now  to  be  established  can  be  made 
effective.  We  must  either  give  temporary  force 
to  the  laws  now  existing,  or  abolish  them.  He 
regarded  the  retention  of  the  section  as  necessary 
to  enable  the  people  to  obtain  the  benefits  of  the 


existing  laws.  He  thought  the  inhabitants  ought 
to  have  the  power  to  establish  their  own  munici- 
pal regulations,  and  that  the  restrictions  contained 
in  the  Senate  bill  are  sufficient  to  prevent  any. evil 
results. 

Mr.  RUSK  regretted  that  the  Senator  from  In- 
diana had  consented  fo  withdraw  his  motion  to 
strike  out  the  section,  because  he  thought  it  con- 
stituted a  common  ground  on  which  all  might  have 
united,  and  have  avoided  the  discussion  of  the 
slavery  question.  He  took  a  different  view  of  the 
effect  of  this  section  from  that  taken  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  North  Carolina  who  had  just  spoken. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  sent  to  the  Secretary  a  copy 
of  the  organic  laws  of  Oregon,  as  adopted  previ- 
ous to  the  treaty  of  Oregon;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  BUTLER  said  it  was  evident  that  this  bill 
■did  not  come  to  the  Senate  with  the  twelfth  section 
in  it  by  the  consent  of  a  full  Committee  on  the 
Territories.  It  was  sanctioned  by  two  members 
of  that  committee,  and  was  in  direct  conflict  with 
the  well-guarded  and  able  bill  reported  by  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee.  He  had  hoped  the  section 
would  be  stricken  out,  and  that  the  people  of  Ore- 
gon might  be  left  to  make  such  laws  as  they  may 
think  proper,  whether  they  exclude  or  admit  sla- 
very. He  did  not  wish  to  send  out  a  bill  which 
could  be  held  up  by  the  North  as  a  concession  of 
the  South.  He  was  willing  to  give  the  people  the 
right  to  legislate  hereafter,  but  he  was  required  to 
go  further.  He  did  not,  however,  admit  the  right 
of  a  territory  to  legislate  in  opfiosition  to  the  opin- 
ions of  Congress.  He  believed  that  slavery  would 
never  exist  in  Oregon,  and  therefore  he  would  not 
discuss  the  question  now.  But  he  protested  against 
the  doctrine  that  any  territory  could  frame  laws  ir> 
contradiction  to  the  laws  of  Congress. 

Mr.  BADGER  explained  what  he  had  said,  and 
which  (he  complained)  had  been  misunderstood  or 
misstated,  and  reasserted  the  grounds  on  which  he 
had  placed  his  argument  against  striking  out  the 
section.  He  insisted  that  territories  had  no  power 
to  legislate  independent  of  Congress;  that  they  de- 
rived all  their  legislative  authority  from  Congress, 
The  people  of  Oregon  had  established  a  govern- 
ment without  the  authority  of  Congress,  and  it  had 
continued  by  sufferance  and  not  by  right,  until  Con- 
gress shall  establish  it.  By  the  omissior>  of  Con- 
gress, the  people  of  Oregon  have  been  compelled 
to  make  laws;  but  any  of  these  laws — such  as  that 
assuming  the  right  to  make  war,  and  to  dispose  of 
the  public  lands — as  violate  the  powers  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  are  void. 

Mr.  RUSK  referred  to  the  fifteenth  section  of 
the  act  which  gives  to  all  the  existing  regulations 
the  force  and  character  of  laws.  He  objected  to 
the  twelfth  section,  because  it  was  taken  up  by 
politicians  to  foment  discords  in  the  country  and 
on  this  floor.  He  did  not  wish  to  force,  or  to  re- 
strict slavery,  in  any  State.  But  he  would  not  go 
into  that  question  now.  He  hoped  the  friends  of 
the  bill  would  reconsider  their  course. 

Mr.  NILES  said  he  had  always  desired  to  avoid 
this  subject  whenever  it  was  introduced  on  a  mere 
abstraction;  but  now  it  was  brought  before  us  in 
a  bill  of  a  very  important  character  to  establish  a 
form  of  government.  He  objected  to  the  term 
"firebrand"  being  applied  to  the  subject.  The  ques- 
tion, as  far  as  he  understood  it,  was,  whether  we 
should  incorporate  slavery  in  the  new  territory,  or 
leave  the  door  open,  and  permit  slavery  to  insinuate 
and  establish  itself  there.  He  understood  the  gist 
of  the  principle  laid  down  by  some  Senators  to  be, 
that  slavery  was  the  fundamental  law  of  every  ter- 
ritory. If  it  was  intended  to  assert  that  all  prop- 
erty belongs  to  the  Federal  Government,  what 
became  of  the  rights  of  States.'  And  how  could 
this  ground  be  taken  by  the  advocates  of  State 
rights.'  The  Constitution  took  no  cognizance  of 
property.  Its  regulation  was  left  to  the  States; 
and  if  what  is  property  in  one  State  is  not  property 
in  another,  we  must  adopt  some  rule  of  decision 
which  will  violate  the  provisions  of  one  Slate  or 
another.  The  question  is  in  our  hands,  and  the 
majority  must  determine  it,  and  the  minority  must 
submit  to  the  decision.  He  was  ready  to  act  on 
this  view. 

We  had  been  told  that  the  Federal  Government 
must  not  touch  slavery,  and  he  went  with  the 
southern  Senators  in  that  view.  It  was  said  to 
be  a  State  right,  yet  here  it  is  required  to  be  regu- 
lated by  the  Federal  Goveriinient.  He  could  not 
<ro  for  this.  To  introduce  slavery  into  a  territory 
now  free  was  a  new  question,  and  he  was  not  pre- 
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pared  to  sanction  it.  He  asked  Senators  if  they 
supposed  that  the  northern  Stales  would  send  rep- 
resentatives here  to  see  such  a  course  carried  out. 
The  doctrine  that  the  question  of  slavery  sliould  be 
left  to  tlie  people  of  the  territory  to  determine, 
(which  might  be  very  popular,)  he  was  opposed 
to,  because"he  did  not  recognize  every  assemblage 
of  individuals  as  possessing  the  element  of  sov- 
ereignty. 

He  regretted  to  see  a  disposition  on  both  sides 
the  Chamber  to  avoid  the  discussion  of  important 
questions.  He  was  prepared  to  meet  it  in  any 
shape.  Would  Senators  from  six  States,  who 
were  instructed  to  introduce  the  non-slavery  prin- 
ciple in  all  acts  for  the  establishment  of  new  terri- 
torial governments,  be  willing  to  sit  still  when  a 
bill  like  this  was  under  consideration  ?  He  could 
not  do  so.  He  did  not  know  how  the  Senators 
from  New  York,  who  had  been  instructed  twice 
over,  would  act.  He  had  himself  been  instructed 
twice,  but  the  instruction  made  no  diffejjence  in 
his  course.  He  believed  the  discussion  and  set- 
tlement of  this  suliject  by  Congress  would  have 
the  effect  of  tranquilizing  and  settling  the  public 
mind.  He  sliould  go  against  striking  out  the  sec- 
tion. If  you  strike  out  the  section,  you  introduce 
an  entirely  new  system  in  our  legislation.  He 
referred  to  the  course  adopted  in  the  establishment 
of  territorial  governments  and  the  adinission  of 
States,  to  show  that  it  was  at  variance  with  that 
now  pursued.  It  had  always  been  a  rule  to  make 
the  existing  laws  and  condition  of  the  peojile  the 
basis  of  legislation.  But  we  refuse  to  do  that  in 
the  present  case;  we  leave  the  present  condition 
and  laws  of  the  people  entirely  out  of  view.  We 
have  now  to  settle  the  question  of  slavery  in  Ore- 
gon finally,  as  regards  the  Federal  Government, 
because,  when  the  territory  becomes  a  State,  it 
acts  in  its  sovereign  capacity,  and  he  thought  the 
best  way  was  to  settle  it  conclusively,  without  at- 
tempting to  shun  it.  In  reference  to  slavery  as 
an  element  of  power,  he  stated  that  it  was  not  a 
power  which  would  concentrate  itself  in  the  North; 
imt  in  the  Federal  Government  it  was  an  element 
of  immense  power,  because  it  enabled  it  to  control 
and  yfie\(\  tlie  whole  power  of  the  South.  He 
warned  the  North  against  being  deluded  by  the 
siren  song  of  harmony  and  conciliation,  which 
never  did  mean  anything  else,  and  never  would 
mean  anytliing  else,  than  that  the  North  must 
give  up.  He  wished  to  see  the  balance-wheel  of 
justice  preserved,  lest,  by  long  forbearance  on  the 
part  of  the  North,  the  South  should  pursue  a 
course  which  would  finally  become  intolerable, 
and  then  the  North  might  be  compelled  to  vindicate 
itself,  and  to  do  it  with  more  power  than  discre- 
tion. He  went  on  to  speak  of  slaves  being  re- 
garded as  property,  and  concluded  by  a  very 
eloquent  appeal  to  the  Senate  to  permit  the  ques- 
tion to  be  now  disposed  of. 

Mr.  DOWNS  followed.  He  stated  that  he  did 
not  go  the  full  extent  of  the  sentiments  entertained 
and  expressed  by  some  of  the  soutliern  Senators. 
He  had  never  gone  the  length  of  asserting  that 
slavery  was  the  fundamental  law  of  any  territory. 
He  complained  of  the  assertion  that  this  question 
concentrated  power  in  the  South.  He  said  that 
the  South  had  never  received  her  due  portion  of 
the  benefits  of  the  Federal  Government.  He  did 
not  allude  to  offices.  The  South  was  willing  to 
permit  the  offices,  which  they  considered  as  merely 
incidents,  to  be  given  to  the  North;  but  in  com- 
mercial facilities  and  in  the  appropriations  for  the 
public  benefit,  the  South  had  been  left  far  behind 
the  North.  The  South  did  not  desire  to  bring  on 
this  (jucstion  for  debate.  She  understood  her  po- 
sition loo  well.  She  knew  that  her  position  was 
a  defensive  one,  and  it  was  not  for  her  to  come 
forward  and  provoke  a  discussion.  The  vote  of 
the  South  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  was 
an  act  of  self-defence,  in  consequence  of  the  re- 
peated assaults  made  on  her  from  the  North. 
Tliere  had  been  no  preliminary  movements  in  the 
South — no  meetings;  all  the  movements  were  made 
in  the  North.  And  these  movements  led  to  the 
union  of  the  South  for  the  purpose  of  self-defence. 
On  the  Missouri  question,  the  South  did  not  move 
the  fir.st,  nor  will  they  make  the  first  movement. 
Thf.y  will  expostulate  with  their  friends  in  the 
North;  they  would  entreat,  IJut  they  would  not 
move  until  they  should  find  it,  nece.nsary  for  self- 
preservation.  Let  us  lay  this  question  at  rest;  let 
us  dij^  a  grave  and  bury  it,  and  sweat  on  the  Con- 
aiilution  never  again  to  disturb  its  repose, and  every 


member  from  the  South  w;ill  come  there  and  kiss 
the  book. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  an 
end  to  the  discussion,  moved  to  amend  the  twelfth 
section,  in  the  ninth  line,  by  inserting  the  follow- 
ing words  :  "  or  in  violation  of  any  rights  by  the 
laws  or  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales  vested  in 
or  secured  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or 
any  of  them,"  so  that  the  section  would  read  as 
follows: 

Sec.  1-2.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  inhatiitants 
of  tlie  said  Territory  shall  be  entilleil  to  all  the  rif^hts,  privi- 
leges, aiKl  iiiitnuiiities  heretofore  giaiilcil  and  secured  to  the 
Territory  of  Iowa  and  to  its  inhul)itants;  and  the  existing 
laws  now  in  force  in  tlie  Territory  of  Oregon,  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  provisional  government  established  by  the 
people  thereof,  shall  continue  to  be  valid  and  operative 
therein,  so  far  as  the  .--ame  he  not  incompatible  with  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  or  in  violation  of  any  ri^htr;  by  the 
law  or  Constitution  of  the  United  States  vested  or  secured 
to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  orany  ofthem;  subject, 
nevertheless,  to  be  altered,  modified,  or  repealed,  by  the 
Governor  ami  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  said  TerrUory  of 
Oregon  ;  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  are  hereby  ex- 
tended over  and  declared  to  be  in  force  in  said  Territory, so 
far  as  the  same,  or  any  provision  thereof,  may  be  appiica- 
ble. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Tlie  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  section-^ 

Mr.  CALHOUN  asked  the  Senator  from  Texas 
what  was  the  object  contemplated  in  his  amend- 
ment; whether  it  was  to  give  protection  to  the 
properly  of  southern  gentlemen.'' 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  his  object  was  to  protect 
the  citizens  of  Oregon.  As  to  slavery,  it  was  a 
question  not  belonging  to  Congress.  It  was  ihe 
province  of  the  Judiciary  to  set  aside  any  uncon- 
stitutional act  of  Congress.  He  was  not  to  be 
alarmed  by  any  little  outbi-eaks  in  this  Chamber. 
He  liad  no  idea  that  we  were  standing  on  the  verge 
of  a  cri«is — that  the  Union  was  about  to  be  dis- 
solved. He  believed  nothing  of  the  kind.  He 
had  too  much  confidence  in  the  integrity  and  pa- 
triotism of  Senalors;and  if  that  should  fail,  he  would 
appeal  to  the  integrity  and  patriotism  north  and 
south.  He  regretted  to  see  the  most  important 
principles  made  the  football  of  passion  and  bad 
feeling. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  made  a  few  remarks  on  the 
applicability  of  the  principles  adopted  in  reference 
to  Iowa  to  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  explained. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  suggested  thai  the  ordinance 
of  1787  could  never  have  been  operative  in  Iowa. 

Some  further  explanations  on  the  subject  were 
made  between  Mr.  BUTLER  and  Mr,  CRIT- 
TENDEN. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said  that  every  difficulty  had 
been  removed  by  the  adoption  of  the  amendment. 
He  hoped  the  bill  would  now  be  passed,  and  that 
then,  for  an  important  reason,  the  Senate  would 
go  into  Executive  business. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  made  some  explanation  as  to 
the  admission  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  added  a  few  words,  and  moved 
thai  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Ex- 
ecutive business. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  UPHAM  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

The  quesiion  being  taken,  it  was  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Berrien,  Butler, 
Calhoun,  Clarke,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Uayton,  Mangum, 
Miller,  Niles,  Sjirnaiicc,  and  Upham — 14. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Baghy,  Ben- 
ton, Borland,  Bradbury,  Breese,  Bright,  Crittenden,  Davis 
of  Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Downs,  l'''elch,  Foote,  Hale, 
Hannegan,  Houston,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis, 
Mi)or,  "Rusk,  Seb.istiaji,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  Underwood, 
VVeslcott,  and  Yulee— 'JD. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  desired  to  go  into  Executive 
session  for  a  few  minutes  on  a  matter  of  much 
importance. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  asked  the  ycasi  and  nays. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  spoke  of  the  importance  of 
acting  on  the  bill  without  delay,  and  avowed  his 
readiness  to  sit  there  until  Monday  morning  if  he 
could  efl'ect  it;  but,  if  not,  he  was  desirous  to  go 
into  Executive  session  on  a  matter  which  the  Sen- 
ate found  to  be  pressing. 

The  CHAIR  having  intimated  that  the  motion 
would  not  be  in  order  while  the  bill  was  pending — 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  moved  that  it  be  passed  over 
informally,  with  a  view  to  go  into  Executive  ses- 
sion. 


On  this  question  Mr.  BRIGHT  again  demanded 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered:  when  the 
vole  stood  for  passing  over  informally:  Yeas  26, 
nays  17,  as  follov/s: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Ber- 
rien, Butler,  Calhoun,  Clarke,  Crittenden,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Downs,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Georgia,  J.,ewis,  Manguiii,  Miller.  Niles,  Sebas- 
tian, Spruauce, 'Turney,  Underwood,  Upham,  Westcott, 
and  Yulee — 26. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Basby,  Benton,  Bor- 
land, Bradbury,  Breese,  Brisht,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Fetch, 
Foote,  Hannegan,  Houston,  Moor,  Rusk, and  Sturgeon — 17. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness, and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors 
were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  June  3,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  pi-esented  a  memorial  of  of- 
ficers of  the  army  in  Mexico,  praying  the  purchase 
and  improvement  of  a  piece  of  ground  to  be  de- 
nominated the  "AiTierican  Cemetery,"  and  that 
the  bodies  of  all  American  soldiers,  who  have 
sacrificed  their  lives  for  their  country  in  Mexico,- 
or  who  may  hereafter  die  in  that  country,  may  be  . 
therein  interred.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Peter  Shaffer,  yesterday  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  laid  aside  for 
consideration  this  day. 

Mr.  DANIEL  took  the  floor,  and  spoke  in  op- 
position to  the  bill,  and,  while  proceeding  in  his 
remarks,  yielded  the  floor  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  VINTON,  who  moved  that  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  on  the  appropriation  bills. 

The  quesiion  was  decided  in  the  affirmative: 
Yeas  97,  nays  60. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

And  the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  (Mr.- 
Rockwell,  of  Connecticut,  in  the  chair,)  and 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1849. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  said  that  the  bill  before  the 
committee  was  the  naval  appropriation  bill;  but 
the  subject  under  discussion  was  slavery,  and  the 
power  of  the  Government  over  slavery  in  tiie  Ter- 
ritories. The  two  gentlemen  who  had  yesterday 
discussed  this  question  hall,  by  their  speeches, 
convinced  him  that  there  were  gentlemen  in  the 
South  who  held  extreme  opinions  on  this  subject. 
He  had  heretofore  supposed  that  the  people  of  the 
South,  with  one  accord,  maintained  the  absolute 
neutrality  of  the  General  Government  in  regard  to 
slavery;  and  all  must  remember  with  what  vehe- 
mence the  exercise  of  the  right  of  petition  to  Con- 
gi'ess  on  that  subject  had  been  resisted,  and  what 
menaces  of  disunion  had  been  uttered,  if  it  should 
be  allowed.  This  was  on  the  express  ground  that 
the  General  Government  had  nothing  to  do  with 
slavery,  in  the  way  either  of  supporting  or  abol- 
ishing it.  The  South  loudly  disclaimed  asking 
the  .Government  to  protect  it  in  the  Territories. 
But  now  a  different  ground  was  assumed.  The 
advocates  of  the  Wilmot  proviso  insisted  that  the 
Government  could  and  ought  to  prohibit  slavery 
in  the  Territories:  it  was  both  the  power  and  the 
duty  of  Government  to  do  so.  Now,  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhett]  agreed 
with  them  tliat  Government  possessed  power  over 
the  subject  in  the  Territories,  but  contended  that 
that  power  should  be  exercised  in  upholding  and 
supporting  it  there.  There  were,  however,  but 
few,  either  in  the  South  or  in  the  North,  who  con- 
tended that  the  ];ower,  if  it  existed,  ought  to  be 
exercised.  And  Mr.  B.  avowed  his  position  to 
be  in  favor  of  an  entire  neutrality  in  the  Govern- 
ment on  the  whole  subject.  Congress  gave  the 
Territories  the  machinery  of  a  territorial  govern- 
ment, and  he  was  for  letting  the  Territories  work 
the  machine  for  themselves.  He  admitted  that 
Government  had  the  power,  but  he  did  not  think 
it  was  wise  to  exercise  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bayi.y]  con- 
tended that -the  clause  in  the  Constitution  respect- 
ing the  legislative  power  of  Congress  in  regard  to 
the  Territories  of  the. United  States  conferred  no 
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political  jurisdiction.  The  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment, however,  had  proceeded  on  an  opposite 
construction.  Mr.  B.  waived  any  discussion  of  that 
question,  but  contented  himself  with  maintaining 
the  inexpediency  of  the  Government  taking  any 
action  on  the  subject,  but  leaving  it  entirely  to  the 
people  of  the  Territories.  Congress  could  not 
alter  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  he 
insisted  that  the  whole  matter  ought  to  be  left 
with  the  States  and  the  Territories^to  act  in  regard 
to  it  as  they  thought  best.  The  Territories  had 
no  representative  to  vote  for  them  in  Congress, 
and  he  thought  we  ought  to  regard  the  ancient 
republican  principle  of  the  Revolution,  that  free- 
men ought  not  to  be  controlled  by  a  Government 
in  which  they  had  no  voice. 

Mr.  B.  thought  the  northern  States  ought  to  be 
content  with  the  observance  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise. "Whatever  might  have  been  the  author- 
ity to  enact  that  compromise  in  the  first  instance, 
if  it  was  adhered  to  in  good  faith,  it  would  operate 
as  a  peacemaker  and  quiet  the  agitations  of  the 
country. 

Mr.'B.  had  observed  that  those  who  opposed  it, 
and  were  for  the  forciljle  exciu.sion  of  slavery  from 
the  Territories,  were  obliged  to  resort  for  .support 
to  the  extreme  of  fanaticism,  and  they  had  certain 
catchwords  which  marked  them  as  a  party,  and 
were  used  for  party  ends  alone.  Among  these  was 
that  of"  free  soil."  What  did  this  mean?  Had 
it  any  intelligible  meaning?  It  could  not  mean 
free  rocks,  free  sand,  free  loam;  if  it  meant  any- 
thing, it  must  mean  free  government.  Well,  if 
that  was  what  they  really  meant,  it  was  the  very 
thing  for  which  Mr.  B.  contended.  The  country 
was  full  of  these  party  terms.  Thus  we  had  a 
Liberty  party,  as  if  we  were  not  all  friends  of 
liberty;  and  a  Native  American  party,  just  as  if 
there  were  some  among  us  who  were  not  the 
friends  of  America,  or  were  enemies  to  native-born 
Americans.  So  they  called  all  northern  men  who 
did  not  go  to  their  own  fanatical  extremes,  "dough- 
faces." He  thought,  when  they  used  this  expres- 
sion, they  must  have  had  the  mirror  before  their 
own  faces. 

It  was  said  that  slavery  was  a  great  moral  and 
political  evil :  it  might  be  so;  but  the  world  was 
full  of  evils  of  various  sorts,  which  it  was  impos- 
sible to  remedy,  and  which  we  must  make  up  our 
minds  to  endure;  and,  great  as  this  evil  might  be, 
it  might  become  yet  greater  if  an  attempt  was 
made  forcibly  to  pen  it  up  within  its  present  geo- 
graphical limits.  Could  such  a  design  be  effected, 
and  should  it  turn  out  that  slavery  within  those 
limits  ceased  to  be  profitable  to  slaveholders,  the 
adjacent  States  would  soon  be  overrun  with  a 
black  population  of  the  very  worst  description. 
Slavery  had  always  existed  in  the  world,  and  he 
presumed  always  would;  it  had  been  made  no 
ground  of  excommunication  from  the  church,  and 
it  ought  not  to  be  of  excommunication  from  a  po- 
litical party.  The  negro  race,  always  subjected 
to  degradation  among  men,  had  never  occupied  a 
condition  so  elevated  as  it  held  in  our  southern 
States.  Slavery  was  distinctly  recognized  in  the 
Constitution,  and  those  who  recognized  the  au- 
thority of  that  instrument  ought  to  hold  their  peace 
upon  the  subject;  but,  however  they  might  rave, 
the  Constitul:ion  could  not  be  changed. 

Mr.  B.  held  that  the  legislation  which  had  been 
resorted  to  in  New  York  and  in  Massachusetts  to 
prevent  the  recapture  of  runaway  slaves  was  in 
direct  conflict  with  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  JENKINS  asked  to  what  legislation  of 
New  York  the  gentleman  alluded? 

Mr.  BRODliEAD  said  he  did  not  pretend  to  a 
minute  knowledge  of  all  the  laws  passed  by  the 
New  York  Legislature,  but  he  was  under  the  im- 
pression that  a  law  had  been  passed  in  that  State 
which  forbade  all  State  officers  to  aid  the  owner  of 
a  runaway  in  recovering  his  property. 

Mr.  JENKINS  said  no  such  law  existed  in  New 
York. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  was  happy  to  learn  the  fact, 
and  was  very  sorry  the  same  could  not  be  said  for 
his  own  State. 

The  nation  had  lately  been  greatly  agitated  on 
this  subject,  and  there  was  a  party  among  us  who 
weie  perfect  Don  duixottes  in  philanthropy;  they 
could  totally  overlook  an  evil  at  their  own  doors 
to  gaze  upon  and  weep  over  one  a  thousand  miles 
off.  Men  worked  themselves  into  a  fever  about 
this  Wilmot  proviso,  from  whose  States  probably 
not  on,e  family  would  ever  retnove  into  California 


or  New  Mexico.  Southern  men  would  probably 
not  take  their  slaves  there  in  any  numbers,  because 
the  country  was  one  where  slavery  would  not  be 
profitable;  and  where  it  was  not  profitable,  slavery 
never  went  or  long  continued;  but  southern  men, 
by  a  very  natural  feeling,  were  unwilling  to  be  put 
under  the  ban. 

There  existed  a  sickly  sentimentality  in  some 
of  the  northern  States,  that  was  finding  its  outlet 
sometimes  in  Fourierism,  sometimes  in  Millerism, 
and  sometimes  in  anti-slavery.  But  Massachusetts 
might  as  well  undertake  to  meddle  with  and  pro- 
hibit slavery  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  as  in 
New  Mexico  or  California.  She  might  as  well 
order  Pennsylvania  to  strike  out  the  word  "  virhite" 
from  her  constitution  before  the  words  "free  male" 
citizen.  It  was  an  impertinent  intermeddling  with 
other  people's  business. 

Thegentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhett] 
had  objected,  to  permitting  a  "  liandful  of  squatters" 
in  the  Territories  to  settle  this  question  of  slavery 
there  for  all  time  to  come.  Now,  Mr.  B.  did  not 
think  it  v^ry  well  became  us  Americans  to  sneer 
at  "squatters;"  for,  take  us  together,  we  were  a 
nation  of  squatters;  and  it  was  squatters  who,  by 
their  industry  and  hardy  enterprise,  had  made 
the  country  what  it  was.  Mr.  B.  had  rather  trust 
a  company  of  squatters  to  make  a  constitution 
under  which  to  live  than  a  pack  of  dreaming  Four- 
ierites  shut  up  in  cities,  who  knew  nothing  of  life 
in  a  new  country.  He  held  that  those  who  were 
in  the  Territories  had  a  right  to  form  their  own 
laws,  provided  they  were  not  in  conflict  with  the 
laws  of  the  United  States. 

As  to  this  Wilmot  proviso  question,  it  was  not 
a  practical  question.  California,  it  was  obvious, 
must  be  the  future  home  of  a  maritime  people;  and 
it  was  notorious  that  the  progress  of  all  settlement 
must  be  what  it  always  had  been,  from  the  coast 
to  the  interior.  Slave  labor  would  not  thrive  there. 
The  South,  hitherto,  had  always  held  that  the 
Constitution  was  a  sufficient  protection  to  them  in 
the  holding  of  their  slaves;  but  when  we  came  to 
look  at  the  doctrine  put  forth  by  the  Baltimore 
Convention,  we  found  there  was  a  backing  off  from 
that  doctrine  in  some  quarters.  The  Whigs  in  the 
North  began  to  di.scover  that  there  was  nothing  to 
fear  on  this  question ;  in  evidence  of  which,  he  read 
quotations  from  a  speech  made  by  Mr.  Dayton,  of 
New  Jersey,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  Mexican  treaty;  one  great  inducement  for 
the  adoption  of  which  was,  that  it  practicall;^ 
avoided  "that  wretched  Wilmot  proviso  question." 
Here  was  an  intelligent  northern  man  who  consid- 
ered the  whole  thing  as  "a  miserable  question." 
The  new  Territories  to  be  acquired  by  the  treaty 
were  not  suited  to  slave  labor;  so  that  the  whole 
of  the  agitation  which  the  introduction  of  that  pro- 
viso had  produced  throughout  the  country  was 
gratuitous,  and  without  any  reason  or  necessity. 

Mr.  B.  here  read  some  authorities  in  support  of 
his  position.  He  expressed  his  surprise  that  Mr. 
Van  Buren  had  not  been  satisfied  with  the  Mis- 
souri compromise.  He  had  said  once  that  he 
would  veto  any  bill  abolishing  slavery  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  inquired  whether  Mr.  B. 
meant  to  assert  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  changed 
his  opinions  ? 

Mr.  B.  disclaimed  any  such  assertion. 

Mr.  WILMOT  asked  if  the  proviso  was  not 
adopted  and  acted  on,  would  not  slaveholders  go 
into  these  territories,  and  would  not  the  perpetua- 
tion of  slavery  there  inevitably  follow? 

Mr.  B.  said,  if  the  Constitution  carried  it  there, 
he  was  willing  it  should  go  there.  His  colleague 
had  admitted,  in  his  speech,  (which  Mr.  B.  quoted,) 
that  the  people  of  a  Territory,  when  it  became  a 
State,  ought  to  be  allowed  to  decide  the  question  of 
tolerating  slavery  for  themselves;  why  not  accord 
them  the  same  liberty  whilethey continued  inhabit- 
ants of  a  Territory?  Why  not  permit  the  Territorial 
Legislature  to  act  on  the  subject? 

Mr.  B.  maintained  that  all  the  States  were  bound 
by  the  provisions  of  the  Missouri  compromise;  and 
he  was  willing  to  adopt  it  as  tending  to  the  same  re- 
sult as  his  own  doctrine  of  Government  neutrality. 

Mr.  B.  quoted  the  Alabama  platform,  as  laid 
down  by  Judge  Dargin,  chief  justice  of  that  State, 
and  formerly  a  member  of  Congress. 

The  Missouri  compromise  had  been  forced  upon 
the  southern  States  by  the  northern  representa- 
tives. By  it,  the  existence  of  slavery  north  of  3G° 
30'  was  abolished;  south  of  that  degree  of  latitude, 


the  people  were  to  be  suffered  to  choose  for  them- 
selves whether  it  should  exist  within  their  limits 
or  not.  Men  from  all  parts  of  the  Union. at  the 
last  Congress  had  been  willing  to  agree  upon  this 
as  a  peace  measure.  In  March,  1820,  when  that 
compromise  was  first  adopted,  the  States  had  been 
equally  divided  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  eleven 
of  them  prohibiting,  and  eleven  admitting  it.  The 
vote  in  the  House  of  Representatives  on  its  adop- 
tion had  been  134  to  42,  and  in  the  Senate  34  to  10. 
The  compromise  had  been  imposed  upon  the  South 
by  northern  votes;  and  he  held  that  men  of  the 
North  ought  now  to  be  willing  to  abide  by  it  as  a 
peace  measure. 

The  Whigs  talked  of  nominating  for  President 
agentleman  who  was  himselfa  practical  slaveholder. 
If  they  wanted  to  carry  him  into  the  chair,  or 
when  they  got  him  there,  they  would  have  to 
abandon  the  plan  of  getting  into  power  by  abusing 
slavery.  ^They  would  be  obliged  to  back  out  from 
the  Wilmot  proviso,  or  their  candidate  would  not 
get  a  southern  State.  If  that  question  should  be 
taken  out  of  the  arena  of  political  controversy  in 
the  northern  States,  Mr.  B.  should  heartly  rejoice. 
For  if  it  was  pressed  to  its  results,  it  must  lead  to 
disastrous  issue.  The  ground  of  entire  neutrality 
was  the  true  ground  to  be  assumed  by  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  On  this,  that  party  would  stand  uni- 
ted and  firm,  however  much  the  Whigs  might 
divide.  The  coming  election  would  finally  settle 
this  question.  He  wanted  to  know  whether  his 
friends  to  meet  in  Philadelphia  were  for  or  against 
the  Wilmot  proviso.  The  Democracy  were  against 
it.  He  hoped  the  Whigs  would  either  affirm  or 
repudiate  it. 

Mr.  DUER  asked  whether  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  meant  to  say  that  the  Baltimore 
Convention  had  repudiated  the  Wilmot  proviso. 
Would  the  gentleman  affirm  that  that  was  the  pres- 
ent attitude  of  his  party? 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  replied  that  the  Democratic 
party  all  over  the  Union  would  repudiate  it. 

Mr.  DUER  would  thank  the  gentleman  to  read 
him  the  resolution  adopted  at  Baltimore  in  which 
such  a  position  was  taken. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  said  the  position  of  the  De- 
mocratic party  was  a  position  of  neutrality.  Let 
the  Whigs  declare  how  they  stood  in  regard  to  this 
matter.  If  they  abandoned  the  proviso,  (and  if 
they  supported  a  slaveholding  candidate  they  did 
virtually  abandon  it,)  let  them  say  so  at  once. 
[Mr.  Brodhead's  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Ap- 
pendix.] 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  after  a  brief  apol- 
ogy for  speaking  to  a  subject  not  before  tbe  com- 
mittee after  having  recently  expressed  strong  dis- 
approbation of  the  practice,  and  laying  the  blame  on 
the  decision  of  the  committee  yesterday,  which  had 
overruled  its  chairman,  and  pronounced  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Rhett]  tp  be  in 
order  in  speaking  to  slavery  when  the  bill  before 
the  committee  was  the  naval  appropriation  bill, 
proceeded  to  deliver  a  speech  in  opposition  to  the 
Wilmot  proviso,  and  in  vindication  of  the  right  of 
the  people  of  the  South  to  go  into  the  Territories 
with  their  slaves,  and  the  want  of  all  authority, 
either  in  Congress  or  the  Territorial  governments, 
to  prohibit  them.  [Mr.  B.'s  speech  will  be  found 
in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  SAWYER  said  that  he  was  about  to  pursue 
a  course  which  probably  would  not  meet  the  accept- 
ance of  many  gentlemen  around  hjm.  It  was 
known  to  all  who  heard  him  that  he  had  not  trou- 
bled the  House  with  many  long  speeches  of  his 
either  during  the  present  session  of  Congress  or 
the  last.  Yet  he  was  a  diligent  attendant  on  the 
sittings  of  the  House.  When  it  was  opened  in  the 
morning  by  the'prayer  of  the  chaplain,  he  was  in 
attendance;  and  with  scarce  an  exception,  he  had 
been  present  at  every  vote  taken  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  session,  and  had  at  all  times  endeav- 
ored in  his  place  to  forward  the  public  business. 
But  how  stood  that  business  now?  They  had  a 
bill  before  them  appropriating  money  for  the  pay 
of  the  officers  and  seamen  of  our  navy,  and  for  pro- 
viding whatever  was  needful  to  keep  it  in  a  proper 
condition.  Yet,  while  this  bill  was  wailing  the 
action  of  the  House,  gentlemen  had  got  into  the 
discussion  of  a  subject  entirely  foreign  to  the  bill: 
and  just  so  it  had  continued  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session  till  this  very  hour.  The  public 
business  had  been  criminally  neglected. 

Mr.  S.  would  now  quote,  tor  the  benefit  of  the 
country  and  for  the  information  of  the  committee 
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some  items  from  the  general  calendar  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Floiisc  which  yet  remained  to  be  done. 
There  tvere  on  that  calendar  inore  than  five  liun- 
dred  bills  yet  unacted  upon,  while  only  some  fifteen 
or  twenty  had  received  tlic  action  of  the  House. 
All  tlie  bills  providing  for  the  pay  of  our  brave 
soliliers  were  still  to  be  passed,  while  the  House 
was  engaged  in  discussing  abstract  (iiiestions  on 
slavery — a  subject  introduced  by  whom  and  on 
whicii  side  of  the  House.'  Did  not  gentlemen 
perceive  that  no  gentleman  from  the  other  side  of 
the  House  attempted  to  get  the  floor.'  The  whole 
discussion  was  confined  to  the  Democratic  side  of 
the  House;  it  wtis  they  who,  in.slead  of  doing  the 
business  of  the  country,  were  occupying  the  time 
in  discussions  on  slavery.  The  debate  had  been 
opened  by  a  gentleman  holding  the  extreme  of 
southern  principles;  and  the  practical  result  would 
be,  that  in  some  portions  of  the  Union  that  speech 
would  be  quoted  on  them  a.^  exhibiting  tlie  party's 
doctrine,  while  an  ultra  Wilmot  proviso  Demo- 
crat had  made  a  speech  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
question;  and  in  other  sections  of  the  Union,  the 
Whi^s  would  read  that  speech  to  the  people  as  a 
sample  of  Democratic  doctrine.  The  other  side, 
seeing  the  game  thus  coming  into  their  hands,  sat 
perfectly  quiet. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  now  read  the  titles  of  some 
of  tiie  bills  which  were  suffered  to  remain  on  the 
calendar  while  this  proceeding  was  going  forward, 
and  would  call  the  attention  of  his  own  constitu- 
ents to  the  fact  that  he,  at  least,  had  not  been  for 
consuming  the  time  of  Congress  on  mere  abstrac- 
tions, neglecting  the  important  business  of  the 
country.  Gentlemen  were  calling  for  an  early 
adjournment,  and  yet  were  thus  delaying  the  busi- 
ness that  ought  to  be  done. 

Mr.  S.  saicl  he  wanted  this  slavery  debate  to  be 
at  least  postponed  to  next  week,  when  many  gen- 
tlemen would  be  absent  from  the  House  at  the 
convention  to  be  held  at  Philadelphia.  While 
those  gentlemen  were  away,  they  could  not,  in 
justice,  take  up  the  important  business  and  act  upon 
it.  He  hoped,  therefore,  the  House  would  dispose 
of  this  appi'opriation  bill,  and  perhaps  of  one  other 
to-day;  and  tiien,  while  the  gentlemen  were  absent 
at  Philadelphia,  those  who  remained  might  discuss 
just  what  they  pleased,  to  occupy  the  time.  But 
the  bills  on  the  calendar  were  important  to  every 
man  in  the  country;  and  if,  gentlemen  would,  by 
continuing  this  sort  of  debate,  rob  their  constitu- 
ents of  their  just  rights,  Mr.  S.  would  tell  the 
country  and  the  world  of  it.  Here  were  bills  on 
the  calendar  from  No.  9  up  to  No.  520,  still  wait- 
ing, unacted  on.  There  was  one  to  protect  the 
suffering  emigrants  to  Oregon,  who  were  being 
butchered  by  the  scalping-knife  of  the  bloody 
savage;  yet,  while  tljcy  were  falling  massacred  in 
the  wilderness,  and  gentlemen  knew  it,  they  could 
sit  here  day  after  day  discussing  negro  slavery. 
Mr.  S.  called  on  the  Hou.se  and  on  the  country  to 
bear  him  witness  that  it  was  not  his  fault.  Here 
was  another  bill  providing  half-pay  to  the  widows 
and  children  of  men  who  had  died  in  the  service 
of  their  country.  There  was  another  for  removing 
sunken  rocks  in  the  harbor  of  New  York;  he  called 
the  attention  of  gentlemen  from  New  York  to  it. 
Another  bill  j)rovided  for  widows  and  orphans  of 
men  who  had  died  in  our  naval  service.  Then 
tliere  were  bills  providing  for  the  improvement  of 
rivers  and  harbors,  some  of  them  just  and  honest; 
and,  if  gentlemen  would  keep  out  of  it  such  as 
wci-e  dishonest  and  unjust,  the  President  was  not 
going  to  veto  the  bill. 

Mr.  STEWAR.T  here  asked  thegentleman  from 
Ohio  on  what  nuihorily  he  asserted  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  not  veto  the  river  and  harbor  bill? 

Mr.  WAWYILR  said,  on  the  authority  of  the 
Presidenl's  veto  message. 

Mr.  STEWART.     Which  message.' 

Mr.  SAWYKR.  The  last  veto  message.  He 
was  not  mistaken.  He  understood  the  objections 
of  tiie  President.  He  went  a;^ainBt  bills  which 
were  not  of  public  and  general  importance. 

Mr.  BURT  wanted  to  know  wlieihcr  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  meant  to  say,  that  among  the 
bills  which  the  House  had  neglected  to  take  up 
was  the  river  and  harbor  bill,  and  that  it  would 
not  be  vfctoed? 

Mr.  S.  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  BURT.     Did  you  not  mention  that  bill.' 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  mentioned  a  bill  to  remove 
rocks  in  the  harbor  of  Ne\v  York. 

Mr.  BURT  said  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was 


a  good  Democrat.  Did  he  mean  to  pledge  himself 
that  the  President  would  not" veto  any  bill  for  in- 
ternal improvements?  If  so,  he  hoped  that  the 
Democratic  party  would  adopt  some  other  resolu- 
tions besides  those  put  forth  at  Baltimore. 

Mr.  SAWYER  had  said  that  there  were  certain 
bills  for  rivers  and  harbors  which  the  President 
would  not  veto;  but  there  were  others  which  he 
held  that  the  President  ought  to  veto,  and  would. 

Mr.  STEWART.     What  bills  are  they? 

Mr.  SAWYER  said  he  had  not  time  now  to 
specify  them. 

Mr.' STANTON  asked  whether  Mr.  S.vwyer 
meant  to  say  that  the  nominee  of  the  Democratic 
Conventioji  would  veto  any  bill  for  which  he  had 
himself  voted  ? 

Mr.  SAWYER  said  he  must  proceed  in  his  re- 
marks. There  were  bills  on  that  calendar  in  which 
every  gentleman  in  the  House  was  interested,  and 
it  was  an  abuse  of  the  rights  of  the  people  to  pre- 
vent by  irrelevant  debate  these  bills  from  being 
passed.  There  were  five  hundred  bills  yet  behind, 
many  of  them  granting  pensions  to  gentlemen's 
own  neighbors,  wliich  they  would  not  be  able  to 
reach;  and  then,  when  an  adjournment  was  moved, 
gentlemen  were  so  much  afraid  of  their  constitu- 
ents that  they  cried  out  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  that 
they  might  show  them  that  they  were  willing  to 
adjourn.  Mr.  S.,  for  one,  desired  to  record  his 
own  name  as  having  been  in  favor  of  taking  up  the 
legitimate  business  of  the  House.  Mr.  S.  quoted 
the  following  list  of  bills: 

A  liill  making  provision  for  the  widows  and  children  cf 
oflic»rs  and  .soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  United  Stales  who 
have  died  or  may  die  while  in  the  service,  or  after  their  dis- 
charge, on  account  of  sickness  or  a  wound  incurred  while 
in  the  service. 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  .support  of  the  army 
and  of  volunteers  for  ilie  year  ending  the  30lh  of  June,  1849. 

A  hill  giving  further  time  for  satisfying  claims  for  bounty 
lands,  and  for  other  purieoses. 

A  bill  to  amend  the  act  approved  the  24th  of  May,  1824, 
entitled  "An  act  su|)plemeMiary  to  an  act  approved  on  the 
3d  of  March,  1819,  entitled  '  An  act  providing  for  the  correc- 
tion oftrrors  in  making  entries  of  land  at  the  land  offices. '" 

A  bill  to  provide  tor  cases  of  lost  bounty-land  warrants. 

A  bill  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  regiments  and  corps 
of  the  army,  and  to  provide  for  disabled  and  infirm  officers. 

A  bill  to  found  a  military  asylum  for  the  relief  and  support 
of  invalid  soldiers  of  the  .irmy  of  the  United  States. 

A  bill  anlliorizing  certain  promotions  in  the  naval  service. 

A  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  setlle  certain 
accounts  of  officers  of  the  navy  who  have  been  required  to 
act  as  pursers  of  the  vessels  of  which  they  were  placed  in 
(j^niinanri  during  the  existing  war  with  Mexico. 

A  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of  sick  and 
disabled  seamen,  and  for  other  purposes. 

A  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  appi-oved  July  7th,  1838, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of  the 
lives  uf  passengers  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or 
in  part  by  steam." 

A  bill  io  provide  for  the  payment  of  horses  and  other  prop- 
erty lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States. 

A  bill  to  establish  the  territorial  government  of  Oregon. 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  Hie  Government  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  day 
of  June,  1849,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  allow  further  time  for  satisfying  claim.s  for 
bounty  lands  for  military  services  in  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to' extend  the  provisions  of  existing  pension  laws 
to  enlisted  men  of  the  Ordnance  corps  of  the  United  States 
army. 

A  joint  resolution  to  defray  the  expenses  of  transporting 
to  the  United  Slates  and  iuleriing  the  remains  of  deceased 
officers  and  soldiers  of  tiie  army  in  certain  cases. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  widows  and  orfihan  children  of  offi- 
cers and  seamen  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

A  bill  further  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United 
States. 

An  act  amending  the  act  entitled  "An  act  granting  half- 
pay  to  widows  or  orphans  where  their  husbands  and  leathers 
liave  died  of  wounds  received  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  Stales,  in  cases  of  deceased  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  militia  and  volunteers,"  passed  July  4, 1838. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  volunteers  engaged  in  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States. 

A  hill  appropriating  money  to  remove  the  sunken  rocks  in 
the  liai  bor  of  New  York. 

A  bill  to  create  the  office  of  SurveyorGcncral  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  and  to  grunt  donation  rights 
to  settlers  therein,  and  for  other  purposes. 

A  bill  to  promote  the  education  ot^  the  indigent  deaf  and 
dumb. 

A  bill  to  provfldc  for  all  the  officers  and  soldiers,  regular 
and  voluntt'cr,  who  havi!  been  injured  and  permanently  dis- 
abled in  the  service  in  the  existing  war  with  Mexico. 

A  bill  to  set  apart  and  sell  to  Asa  Whitney,  of  New  York, 
a  portion  of  the  public  lands,  to  enable  him  to  construct  a 
railroad  froni  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

A  bill  liirlher  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virginia 
niilltarv  I.tiiiI  warrants,  and  returning  surveys  thereon  to  the 
(ieni  Mil  Land  Ollice. 

A  bill  inakiiK!  approprinlions  for  the  naval  service  for  the 
year  ending  ;iOth  June,  1849. 

A  bill  for  the  payment  of  a  company  of  Itrdinn  volunteers, 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  Slates. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  families  of  such  commissioned 
ofhcer«,  non-cummrssioiicd  officers,  privutcg,  and  musicians, 


whether  belonging  to  the  regular  army  or  to  any  volunteer 
corps,  as  may  have  been  killed  in  hatile,  or  died  from  wounds 
received,  or  diseases  contracted,  or  other  casualties,  occa- 
sioned while  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates  during  the 
war  with  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  and  for  other  purposes. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  suppressing  Indian  hostilities  in  the 
Territory  of  Oregon,  and  for  other  purposes. 

He  would  now  move  that  the  committee  rise, 
that  he  might  in  the  House  offer  a  resolution  to 
limit  the  debate,  and  then  returning  into  committee, 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
would  have  an  opportunity  to  speak  to  the  bill. 
He  hoped  that,  after  having  allowed  an  opportu- 
nity, while  the  Convention  was  held  at  Philadel- 
phia, for  debate  on  genei-al  topics,  they  should 
afterwards  set  in  seriously  to  the  business  of  the 
session,  and  go  through  with  it,  and  then  when 
they  went  home  they  would  receive  the  cheering 
plaudits  of  their  constituents,  "Well  done,  good 
and  faithful  servants!" 

Mr.  S.  moved  that  the  committee  rise.  The  vote 
was  decided  by  tellers:  Ayes  75,  noes  not  counted. 

The  committee  having  risen,  and  the  Speaker 
resumed  the  chair — 

Mr.  SAWYER  moved  to  limit  the  debate  to  ten 
minutes  after  the  House  should  have  returned  into 
committee,  and  then  take  the  question  on  the  bill 
and  amendments. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  hoped  the  House 
would  not  adopt  any  such  limitation  as  that,  but 
would  allow  sufficient  time  for  legitimate  debate 
on  the  merits  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Ct)EB  remonstrated,  and  hoped  the  time 
would  be  extended  to  two  o'clock  on  Monday. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  hoped  they  would  not  insist 
on  passing  such  important  bills  as  this  while  the 
Whig  side  of  the  House  were  absent. 

The  resolution  was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  having  returned  into  committee,  the 
amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Vinton  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment,  moved  on  Thursday  last  by 
Mr.  Vinton,  in  relation  to  the  Superintendent  of 
the  Naval  Observatory,  to  come  in  after  the  first 
item,  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  reading  of  the  bill  was  continued  down  to 
the  item  "  for  nautical  books,  maps,  charts,  instru- 
ments, binding  and  repairing  the  same,  and  all  the 
expenses  of  the  Hydrographical  Oflice,  §30,000." 

Mr.  STANTON  moved  to  amend  this  item,  as 
follows: 

Strike  out  the  words  "  thirty  thousand  dollars,"  and  in- 
sert the  following  in  lieu  thereof:  "  thirty-five  thousand  dol- 
'lars;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby  directed  to 
'expend  five  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may 
'be  necessary,  in  causing  the  observations  to  be  made  which 
'have  been  recently  recommended  to  him  by  the  American 
'  Philosophical  Society  and  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sci- 
'  ences." 

[In  support  of  this  motion,  Mr.  STANTON 
addressed  the  committee  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  This  subject  was  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  by  a 
letter  from  the  Secr-etary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting 
a  highly  interesting  correspondence  between  Lieu- 
tenant Gilliss,  of  the  navy,  and  many  distinguished 
scientific  men  in  this  country  and  Europe.  The 
committee,  by  a  unanimous  vote,*  directed  this 
amendment  to  be  presented.  It  was  accompanied 
by  a  report  in  which  all  the  correspondence  al-  • 
luded  to  was  imbodied,  and  that  report  has  been 
for  sonte  weeks  in  the  possession  of  the  House. 
The  proposition  has  been  favorably  noticed  in 
many  of  the  leading  journals  of  the  country  with- 
out distinction  of  part)'. 

If  this  report  and  these  notices  of  it  had  re- 
ceived the  attention  of  members  of  tlie  House,  it 
would  be  unnecessary  forme  to  ofter  any  remarks 
on  the  subject.  But  I  fear,  in  the  stirring  poliiical 
events  and  movements  of  this  part  of  the  session, 
these  matters,  however  interesting  to  many,  have 
not  attracted  general  notice,  and  1  therefore  pro- 
pose to  submit  a  brief  explanation  of  the  objects 
of  this  amendment. 

I  commence  by  quoting  the  resolution  of  the 
"American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,"  Bosr 
ton  and  Cambridge,  January  15,  1848,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

"  Rcsolreil,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Academy,  the  en- 
terprise lor  determining  the  sidar  parallax,  in  the  methotj 
proposed  in  the  correspondence  between  laeutenanr  Gillisu 
and  Or.  Gerling,  Is  wmlliv  to  be  promoted  by  the  Govirii- 
mi  nl  of  rlie  United  Stat>-s'  by  sending  an  e.xpedilion  to  {^hi- 
loe,  both  on  account  of  the  great  nnceriainty  which  attends 
the  ndnpled  value  of  this  fnndainental  hisis  of  astronomical 
mensuremenl,  and  from  the  prolmhiliry  Ihal  this  allempr  will 
prove  successful,  and  rlius  redound  to  the  honor  of  the  couHt 
try  by  which  it  is  underiaken." 

Th«  reaolulion  of  tlie  American  Philosophical 
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Society  is  to  the' same  effect.  The  enterprise  re- 
ferred to  in  these  resolutions,  and  thus  recommend- 
ed to  the  patronage  of  the  Government,  is  simply 
an  expedition  to  South  America,  to  be  conducted 
by  one  of  our  most  accomplished  naval  officers,  in 
order  to  make  observations  upon  the  planet  Venus, 
in  conjunction  with  similar  observations  to  be 
.  made  at  the  Observatory  in  this  city.  The  ulti- 
mate object  is  to  determine  the  sun's  parallax  more 
correctly  than  it  is  now  known. 

A  few  words  will  explain  the  necessity  for  this 
more  accurate  knowledge.  The  present  quantity 
of  tlie  sun's  parallax  is  derived  from  observations 
of  the  transit  of  Venus  in  17G9.  It  is  admitted  on 
all  hands  that  this  great  phenomenon — the  transit 
of  Venus — affords  the  best  means  of  ascertaining 
the  quantity  in  question.  But  it  is  of  such  rare 
occurrence  and  so  short  in  its  duration  that  the  ob- 
servations of  asingletransitduring  the  last  century 
have  been  far  from  inspiring  perfect  confidence  in 
the  result.  Another  transit  will  take  place  in  1874, 
but  the  position  of  the  planet  on  the  sun's  disc  will 
be  less  favorable;  and,  indeed,  it  is  said  by  astron- 
omers that  for  a  period  of  something  like  a  thou- 
sand years  there  will  not  occur  a  transit  of  this 
planet  under  circumstances  equally  favorable  for 
this  purpose  as  that  of  1769.  The  demands  of 
science,  however,  will  not  admit  of  delay  even  un- 
til the  occurrence  of  the  next  transit,  howeverfiwor- 
able  tliat  might  be  for  observation.  The  general 
voice  of  astronomers  and  scientliic  men  seems  to 
establish  the  great  probability  that  the  new  method 
proposed  by  Dr.  Gerling  will  be  productive  of  val- 
uable results.  For  the  testimony  of  distinguished 
astronomers  on  this  subject,  I  refer  to  their  respect- 
ive letters  in  the  report.  I  will  only  quote  a  short 
passage  from  the  letter  of  Professor  Bache,  whose 
high  authority  on  such  a  question  will  be  acknowl- 
edged by  us  all.     He  says,  page  51  of  the  report: 

"  As  was  no  doubt  expected,  the  searching  examination 
to  which  your  proposal  has  given  rise,  lias  nearly  exhausted 
the  various  bearings  of  the  problem.  The  importance  of  the 
inquiry  proposed  is  generally  admitted.  In  discussing  the 
question  of  the  probability  of  obtaining  new  data  for  tlie  solar 
parallax,  which  shall  diminish  the  probable  error  of  the  value 
obtained  from  the  transit  of  Venus,  there  are  different  shades 
ofopinion  expressed.  I  do  not  see,  however,  that  the  two 
reasons  which  strongly  favor  Dr.  Gerling's  method  are  met 
by  any  opposing  arguments. 

"  The  large  number  of  observations  upon  which  results 
may  he  founded,  and  the  independence  of  the  new  method 
with  that  formerly  used,  are  indeed  striking  features  in  this 
method.  Independent  methods  give  the  best  eonfinnation 
of  results,  or  sliow  errors  beyond  the  accidental  error  de- 
duced from  calculation  of  observations  which  are  ali  made 
by  the  same  method." 

I  propose  to  say  a  few  words  upon  the  import- 
ance of  the  information  to  be  derived  from  the 
proposed  observations,  and  to  show  in  what  man- 
ner they  connect  themselves  with  the  interests  of 
the  Government.  It  might  be  sufficient  for  this 
purpose,  in  a  general  point  of  view,  to  refer  to  the 
fact  stated  in  the  report,  tiiat,  for  the  observation 
of  the  transit  of  1769,  astronomers  spread  them- 
selves over  the  whole  world,  at  much  expense  and 
labor,  in  order  to  get  the  benefit  of  the  great  phenom- 
enon. This,  in  all  probability,  would  not  have 
been  the  case,  had  there  not  been  an  immense 
practical  value  connected  with  the  results  of  this 
Important  labor. 

But,  to  enter  a  little  more  into  particulars.  There 
are  some  irregularities  in  the  moon's  orbit  which 
our  present  knowledge  of  the  solar  system  does 
not  enable  us  to  explain.  It  is  obvious,  therefore, 
in  calculating  the  fiosilion  of  the  moon  for  two  or 
three  years  to  come,  which  is  always  done  in  the 
Nautical  Almanac,  there  must  be  an  error  greater 
or  less  in  the  place  assigned  to  this  luminary  by 
the  nautical  tables.  This  error  has  a  direct  bear- 
ing upon  the  safety  of  navigation.  Now,  there  is 
reason  to  believe  that  a  different  distance  assigned 
to  the  sun  might  entirely  explain  these  anomolous 
motions  of  the  moon.  It  is  certain  that  if  the  cal- 
culated distance  of  the  sun  from  the  earth  be 
changed,  the  path  of  tlje  moon  will  be  to  some 
extent  different  from  that  attributed  to  it  by  the 
present  tables.  Great  practical  good  may  there- 
fore result  from  the  new  investigation  of  the  solar 
parallax. 

I  know  there  are  some  gentlemen  present  who 
will  probably  object  to  the  appropriation  upon 
constitutional  grounds.  For  tins  reason  I  have 
n!)stained  entirely  from  alluding  to  many  other 
valuable  and  interesting  results  which  are  likely  to 
flow  from  ihepropoi?ed  expedition.  Many  gentle- 
men believe  that  this  Government  has  no  power  to 
do  anything  for  the  promotion  of  science  from  the 


mere  general  utility  of  an  increase  of  knowledge. 
They  are  probably  right.  I  have  confined  myself, 
in  these  remarks,  to  the  direct  and  particular  utility 
of  this  investigation  in  its  bearing  upon  the  mate- 
rial interests  of  the  Government.  It  is  indispensa- 
ble to  the  interests  of  navigation,  and  is,  therefore, 
within  the  competency  of  the  Government,  because 
its  navy  must  be  sent  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 

In  reference  to  the  important  problem  of  longi- 
tude, and  for  the  purpose  of  illustration,  I  will 
read  a  passage  from  Herschel's  popular  treatise  on 
Astronomy: 

"  If  there  were  in  the  heavens  a  clock  furnished  with  a 
dial- plate  and  hands,  which  always  marked  Greenwich 
time,  the  longitude  of  any  place  woulii  be  ai  once  determined 
so  soon  as  the  local  time  was  known  by  comparing  it  vvilh 
this  clock." 

"In  a  clock,  the  marks  on  the  dial-plale  are  uniformly 
distributed  all  around  a  circumfeierjce  of  a  ciicle,  whose 
centre  is  that  on  which  the  hands  revolve  witli  a  uniform 
motion.  But  it  is  clear  that  we  should,  with  equal  cer- 
tainty, though  with  much  more  trouble,  tell  what  o'clock  it 
were,  if  the  marks  on  the  dial-plate  were  unequally  distribu- 
ted, if  the  hands  were  eccentric  and  their  motion  not  uni- 
form ;  provided  we  Itnew,  first,  the  exact  intervals  round 
the  circle  at  which  the  hour  and  minute  marks  were  placed, 
which  would  be  the  case  if  we  had  them  registered  in  a 
table  from  the  results  of  prevlouscareful  measurement;  9dly. 
IC  we  knew  the  exact  amount  and  direction  of  eccentricity 
of  the  centre  of  motion  of  the  hand.-;;  and  3dly.  If  we  were 
fully  acquainted  with  all  the  mechanism  which  puts  the 
hands  in  motion,  so  as  to  be  able  tosay  at  every  inst mt  what 
were  their  velocity  of  movement,  and  so  as  to  be  able  to 
calculate,  without  fear  of  error,  how  much  time  should  cor- 
respond to  so  much  angular  movement. 

"  The  visilile  surface  of  the  starry  heavens  is  the  dial- 
plate  of  our  clock,  the  stars  are  the  fixed  marks  distributed 
around  its  circuit,  the  moon  is  the  moveable  hand,  wliieh, 
with  a  motion  that,  superficially  considered,  seems  uniform, 
but  which,  when  carefully  examined,  is  found  to  be  far  oth- 
erwise, and  regulated  by  mechanical  laws  of  astonishing 
complexity  and  intricacy  in  result,  though  beautifully  sim- 
ple in  principle  and  design,  performs  a  monthly  circuit 
among  them,  passing  visibly  over  and  hiding,  or,  as  it  is 
called,  occulting  some,  and  gliding  beside  and  between 
others,  and  whose  position  among  them  can,  at  any  moment 
when  it  is  visible,  be  exactly  measured  by  the  help  ofa  sex- 
tant, just  as  we  might  measure  the.place  of  our  clock-hand 
among  the  marks  on  its  dial  plate  with  a  pair  of  compasses, 
and  thence,  from  the  known  and  calculated  laws  of  its  mo- 
tion, deduce  the  time." 

Now,  sir,  this  is  a  very  fair  and  a  very  beautiful 
illustration  of  the  lunar  method  of  ascertaining 
longitude.  And  I  have'  quoted  this  long  passage 
for  the  purpose  of  demonstrating  to  the  mind  of 
every  man  in  the  House  that  there  can  be  no  valid 
constitutional  objection  to  the  appropriation  pro- 
posed. It  is  indispensable  for  our  Government  to 
make  use  of  this  celestial  clock.  For  this  purpos% 
our  national  vessels  are  supplied  with  the  instru- 
ment for  observing  it — the  sextant.  But  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  correct  the  indications  of  this  celestial 
clock,  not  of  course  in  its  actual  motions,  but  rela- 
tively in  our  knowledge  of  it.  Now,  it  is  just  as 
competent  for  our  Government  to  make  all  astro- 
nomical observations  necessary  to  a  complete  and 
accurate  understanding  of  this  celestial  clock  as  it 
is  to  purchase  a  sextant  to  ascertain  its  true  indica- 
tions. There  can  be  no  answer  to  this  argument. 
You  must  deny  the  power  of  navigation  at  all,  or 
you  must  yield  the  power  to  adopt  all  the  instru- 
ments and  appliances  necessary  to  its  perfection. 

But,  sir,  it  is  not  in  navigation  only  that  this 
expedition  will  be  of  actual  benefit  to  the  Govern- 
ment. I  hope  one  day  to  see  a  different  system 
a,dopted  in  reference  to  the  survey  of  our  vast  pub- 
lic domain — a  system  of  topographical  examination 
and  survey,  in  which  the  utmost  possible  accuracy 
will  prevail — in  which  the  meridian  lines  shall  be 
true  meridians,  and  the  section  lines  actual  parallels 
of  latitude,  This  is  not  the  case  at  present,  and 
important  difficulties  result  from  the  imperfection. 
The  day,  I  hope,  is  not  distant  when  the  public 
lands  will  be  the  subject  of  opei'ations  similar  to 
those  of  the  coast  survey,  so  far  as  they  are  apjili- 
cable.  The  interests  of  the  Government  and  the 
people  require  it. 

I  do  not  design,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  consume  the 
valual)le  time  of  the  committee  in  useless  speaking. 
My  object  is  simple  and  pertinent  explanation.  If 
I  have  succeeded  in  this,  I  have  done  all  that  I  de- 
sired. But  the  committee  will  tolerate  one  further 
remark  in  connection  with  this  subject.  It  is  aside 
from  the  direct  utility  of  the  expedition  in  question, 
but  I  hope  it  will  not  be  without  its  weight.  Tlie 
Government  of  the  United  States,  it  is  acknowl- 
edged, has  contributed  but  little  to  the  interchange 
of  S(;ientific  knowledge  among  the  nations  of  .the 
world.  The  proposed  expedition  to  the  southern 
hemisphere  will  be  a  slight  offering  on  our  part 
in  return  for  the  thousand  obligations  we  have  in- 
curred to  the  labors  and  science  of  the  Old  World. 


Indeed  the  accuracy  and  efficiency  of  the  very  in- 
struments we  must  use  in  conducting  these  obser- 
vations, and  all  the  tables  of  which  ouT  Government 
and  people  must  avail  themselves  in  navigation, 
are  chiefly  due  to  the  investigations  and  labor.'?  of 
European  astronomers.  I  hope  we  shall  not  refuse 
to  take  this  single  step  towards  repaying  our  na- 
tional debt  to  the  science  of  the  world.] 

[Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  said  that  the  object 
of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Stanton]  was,  to  enable  the  Navy 
Department  to  fit  out  an  expedition  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  an  opportunity  to  a  scientific  officer  of 
the  navy  (Lieut.  Gilliss)  to  put  to  a  practical  test 
the  method  proposed  by  Gerling,  of  Marburs,for 
ascertaining  the  sun's  parallax.  This  method,  for 
the  sake  of  distinction,  he  should  call  "Gerling's 
Method,"  though  it  had  been  suggested  by  other 
astronomers  many  years  since,  and  though  this 
and  other  methods  nearly  allied  to  it  were  well 
known  to  scientific  men.  Dr.  Gerling,  however, 
had  more  lately  called  attention  to  this  subject, 
which  had  been  brought  prominently  into  notice 
in  this  country  by  the  scientific  ardor  of  Lieut. 
Gilliss.  The  method  of  Gerling  consists  of  obser- 
vations to  be  made  upon  the  planet  Venus  at  the 
times  of  its  inferior  conjunction,  and  at  the  sta- 
tionary periods  when  the  positions  of  the  planet 
are  to  be  carefully  ascertained  from  those  of  cer- 
tain fixed  stars  previously  selected  whose  places 
have  been  determined  with  the  utmost  possible  ac- 
curacy. These  observations  are  to  be  made  with 
astronomical  instruments  of  the  best  workman- 
ship, with  all  the  modern  improvements;  they  are 
to  embrace  a  considerable  period  of  time;  the  ob- 
servers are  to  be  nearly  under  the  same  meridian, 
but  in  different  hemispheres;  the  one  to  be,  as  it  is 
proposed,  at  the  Observatory  in  this  city,  and  the 
other  at  some  point  of  the  west  coast  of  the  South 
American  continent,  as  remote  from  Washington 
as  practicable,  so  as  to  obtain  the  longest  possible 
base  line.  It  must,  then,  be  apparent  to  the  com- 
mittee that  these  observers,  thus  separated  frora 
each  other,  will  not  see  the  planet  in  precisely  the 
same  part  of  the  heavens.  The  difference  of  po- 
sition of  Venus  as  viewed  from  the  norihern  and 
from  the  southern  points  will  be  susceptible  of  di- 
rect observation  and  ascertainment,  and  from  this 
difference  the  parallax  of  the  planet,  and  thence 
that  of  the  sun,  may  by  an  easy  computation  be 
deduced.  T)ie  method  just  explained  is  in  its  es- 
sential particulars  that  of  Gerling;  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  state  it  more  elaborately,  nor  if  it  were 
done,  would  the  committee  in  all  probability  take 
any  greater  interest  in  it,  or  understand  it  with 
greater  clearness. 

Perhaps  it  is  as  well  to  state  here  to  the  commit- 
tee, that  other  methods  for  the  ascertainment  of  the 
sun's  parallax  have  been  proposed  and  adopted; 
one  of  these,  and  perhaps  the  rudest,  is  very  old. 
It  is  to  observe  the  moon  when  dichotomized.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  dwell  further  upon  this  plan, 
as  it  is  not  possible  by  it  to  determine  the  parallax 
with  any  accuracy. 

Another  method  a  good  deal  dwelt  upon,  par- 
ticularly before  the  transits  of  Venus  in  the  last 
century,  is  by  observations  made  upon  Mars  in 
opposition;  by  these  means  the  parallax  of  that 
planet  has  been  determined,  and  that  of  the  sun 
thence  deduced  amounts  to  about  nine  seconds  and 
a  half.  As  well  this  method,  however,  as  all  oth- 
ers yet  proposed,  must  yield  in  point  of  accuracy 
to  those  made  upon  the  transits  of  Venus  over  the 
sun's  disc,  which  are,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  §tanton]  has  correctly  stated,  occur- 
rences of  great  rarity,  happening  only  at  alternate 
periods  of  about  eight  years  and  of  upwards  of  a 
century  apart.  Thus  there  were  transits  at  different 
nodes  in  1761  and  1769;  while  the  next  transit  will 
not  occur  until  the  year  1874.  At  the  intermedi- 
ate conjunctions  the  planet  will  not  be  seen  upon 
the  sun's  disc.  The  transit  of  1769  engaged  the 
utmost  attention  of  all  the  astronomers  of  the 
world.  Expeditions  were  fitted  out  for  almost 
every  part  of  the  globe  where  that  phenomenon 
was  visible,  and  observations  upon  it  were  made 
at  Paris,  at  Greenwich,  at  Wardhus,  at  Pekin,  on 
the  island  of  Otaheite,  at  Kola,  at  Santa  Anna  in 
California,  and  at  a  number  of  other  places.  The 
observations  at  Wardhus,  made  by  Pcne  Hell,  have 
been  considerably  distrusted,  and  those  made  at 
Santa  Anna  by  Velasquez  have  been  absolutely 
discredited,  and  subjected  to  the  charge  of  forgery, 
it  being  pretty  generally  believed   that  he  coinpu- 
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ted  his  observations  from  the  amoiinf  of  parallax 
as  deduced  by  other  observers.  It  is  upon  the  re- 
maining observations,  these  beinij  set  aside,  that 
the  amount  of  parallax,  as  at  )irescnt  received,  of 
eio-ht  seconds  and  fifty-eight  hundredths,  rests  for 
its  accuracy. 

Mr.  E.  further  observed  that  it  will,  if  the  com- 
mittee are  not  already  completely  wearied  by  the^5e 
details,  be  proper  at  this  place  to  explain  what  this 
parallax  is  whose  ascertainment  lias  been  thought 
worthy  of  so  much  labor  and  research.  If  the  com- 
mittee were  tired  of  the  subject,  he  would  proceed 
no  further  in  it.  [Cries  of  "Go  on;  we  want  to 
hear  it."]  Well,  then,  the  committee  will  under- 
stand that  the  sun's  parallnx  is  the  angle  under 
which  the  semi-diameter  of  the  earth  would  be  seen 
if  viewed  from  the  sun's  centre,  and  its  use  is,  to 
ascertain  the  distances  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  and 
to  reduce  their  apparent  to  their  real  places.  It  is 
plain  that  an  observer,  if  ho  could  be  placed  at  the 
centre  of  the  earth,  would  view  a  body  situated  at 
any  finite  distance  higher  than  it  would  appear  to 
another  situated  upon  any  part  of  the  earth's  sur- 
face. The  cfTect  of  parallax  is,  then,  to  depress  the 
body,  and  the  amount  of  the  parallax  in  altitude  is 
always  to  be  added  to  the  observed  in  order  to  ob- 
tain the  real  place.  This  correction  is  of  constant 
use  among  astronomers  and  navigators.  Its  effect 
has  been  very  accurately  stated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Stanton;]  it  will  not,  there- 
fore, be  necessary  to  say  more  upon  it  at  this 
time. 

Now,  to  return  for  a  moment  to  the  transit  of 
Venus,  as  observed  in  1769.  The  committee,  from 
what  has  just  been  said,  will  readily  perceive  that 
two  persons  very  distant  from  each  other  on  the 
earth's  surface  will  see  the  planet  upon  different 
portions  of  the  sun's  disc.  To  the  one1t  may  ap- 
pear to  describe  a  path  passing  much  nearer  to  the 
sun's  centre  than  it  will  to  the  other.  Then,  by 
ascertaining  as  accurately  as  possible  the  instants 
of  external  and  internal  contacts,  the  times  of  de- 
scribing these  paths  will  be  ascertained,  and  the 
time  will  be  longer  to  that  observer  by  whom  the 
planet  is  seen  projected  nearest  the  sun's  centre. 
From  the  difference  of  these  times  the  differences 
of  the  parallaxes  of  Venus  and  the  sun  may  be  de- 
termined, and  then,  by  Kepler's  law,  the  true 
amount  of  either.  This  method  is  unquestionably 
the  most  accurate  of  any  that  has  ever  been  pro- 
posed, since  an  error  more  considerable  in  noting 
the  times  of  the  transit,  than  can  be  made  by  any 
ordinarily  careful  observer  will  but  slightly  affect 
the  difference  of  parallaxes,  and  of  course  that  of 
the  sun  in  a  still  smaller  degree.  These  are  some 
of  the  reasons  which  give  such  value  to  the  transits 
of  Venus  for  ]iurposes  which  are  now  sought  to  be 
effected  by  the  proposed  expedition  and  observa- 
tions, made  after  the  method  of  Gerling.  It  was 
noticed,  however,  by  the  observers  in  17C9,  that 
there  was  a  difficulty  about  the  exact  instant  of 
internal  contact,  owing  to  certain  phenomena  of 
light  which  prevented  the  planet  at  that  instant 
from  appearing  perfectly  circular,  the  edge  nearest 
the  limb  of  the  sun  ap[icaring  to  run  out  into  a  band 
or  to  spread  into  drops,  so  that  the  time  of  the  first 
internal  contact  was  delayed,  and  that  of  the  last 
accelerated.  However,  taken  altogether,  no  other 
method  yet  proposed  seems  to  approach  this  in  ac- 
curacy, and  a  very  full  discussion  of  the  observations 
of  ]7(j9  by  a  nunilier  of  astronomers,  Encke  among 
the  rest,  have  fixed  the  parallax  at  eight  seconds 
and  fifty-eight-hundredths.  A  very  good  article 
upon  its  amount  by  De  Ferrer  will  be  found  in  the 
fifth  volume  of  the  I'ransaclions  of  the  Astronom- 
ical Society;  and  it  is  observed  by  him,  and  con- 
firmed by  Encke,  that  the  amount  just  mentioned 
of  eight  Hfconds  and  fifiy-eight-hundredths  is  the 
mean  |>arallHX,  without  a  likelihood  of  error 
amounting  to  three-hundrcdths  of  a  second.  The 
whole  error  may  exceed  this,  but  it  ia  doubtful 
if  it  exceed  five  hun(li(;dths  of  a  second  of  space. 
Now,  it  in  proposed,  by  means  of  observations 
made,  as  before  remarked,  in  this  city,  and  upon 
the  west  coast  of  South  America,  to  eliminate  this 
error  if  it  exist.s.  Is  this  of  practical  importance  > 
And,  if  it  be,  can  it  be  effected  by  the  method 
proposed  to  us  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  Af- 
airs .' 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  must  be  confessed  that,  con- 
sidered purely  as  a  scientific  question,  this  is  one 
of  great  importance,  and  well  worthy  the  aitemioii 
of  this  coniiriittce.  It  is  matter  of  congratulation, 
sir,  that  the  gantlcman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Stan- 


ton] has  reported  tliis  amendment  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs.  From  this  country  much 
is  due  to  the  cause  of  science,  and  but  little  has 
been  paid.  No  other  has  derived  greater  or  more 
lasting  advantages  from  the  scientific  investigations 
and  astronomical  observations  of  distinguished  Eu- 
ropeans, made  under  the  direction  of  the  several 
Governments  of  that  continent,  and  none,  until 
lately,  has  done  less  to  return  the  obligation.  It 
is  by  means  of  their  labors  that  commerce  has 
been  made  to  expand,  and  that  navigation  has  been 
rendered  easy;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that 
those  very  labors  have  conduced  to  make  us  what 
we  are — one  of  the  very  greatest  naval  Powers  of 
the  world.  Common  justice,  therefore,  requires 
of  us  repayment,  and  that  we  too  should  contrib- 
ute our  just  proportion  to  the  common  stock  of 
scientific  research  and  scientific  investigation.  But, 
sir,  we  are  accustomed  to  consider  every  question 
practically,  and  to  desire  that  every  enterprise  un- 
dertaken by  us  may  be  speedily  successful,  and 
make  a  quick  return  of  profit.  We  are  apt  to 
require  that  the  immediate  result  of  every  under- 
takingshould  at  once  be  clearly  and  palpably  visible 
to  us.  It  then  becomes  a  question,  what  immedi- 
ate gain  shall  we  derive  from  this  proposed  expend- 
iture.' Shall  we  thereby,  as  is  suggested  in  the 
report  of  the  committee,  facilitate  the  solution  of 
the  problem  of  the  longitude. > 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  this  were  to  be  the  result,  no 
one  would  doubt  for  an  instant,  as  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
indeed,  for  other  reasons,  that  no  one  will  doubt, 
of  the  importance  of  this  expedition;  but  candor 
renders  it  necessary  to  say  that  we  are  not  likely, 
by  any  future  researches  into  the  amount  of  the 
sun's  parallax,  to  enable  navigators  to  determine 
their  position  at  sea  with  a  greater  accuracy  than 
that  which  has  already  been  attained.  It  is  true, 
that  one  of  the  periodical  inequalities  of  the  moon's 
motion  in  longitude  is  dependant  for  its  amount 
upon  that  of  the  sun's  parallax;  that  therefore  the 
perfection  of  the  lunar  tables  is  in  a  measure  de- 
pendant upon  the  ascertainment  of  that  parallax: 
and, as  the  method  of  lunar  distances  for  determin- 
ing the  longitude  at  sea  is  largely  in  use,  it  may 
follow  that  the  question  at  present  under  discussion 
connects  itself  with  that  of  the  longitude,  which 
latter  is  one  of  great  importance,  and  well  worthy 
the  serious  attention  of  this  committee.  But,  Mr. 
Chairman,  we  may  perhaps  safely  conclude,  if  the 
probable  error  of  parallax  be  three  or  even  five 

hundredths  of  a  second,  that  a  correction  to  this 
amount  will  be  imperceptible  in  its  effect  upon  Ihe 
lunar  tables.  Again,  it  may  be  said  that  in  the 
method  of  lunar  distances  for  the  determination  of 
the  longitude,  the  parallax  enters  directly  as  an 
element  into  the  computation;  that  when  the  an- 
gular distance  apart  of  the  moon  and  sun  is  taken, 
this  correction  must  be  ap[ilied  to  the  observed  alti- 
tude of  the  sun;  or  that,  if  Venus  be  observed  with 
the  moon,  the  allowance  of  her  parallax  in  altitude, 
as  corrected  by  the  observations  proposed  to  be 
made,  is  a  matter  of  some  importance;  but  it  is 
pretty  evident  that  these  corrections  are  extremely 
minute,  and  such  as  are  never  taken  into  account 
by  practical  navigators.  A  difi'erence  from  the 
truth  of  even  a  minute  or  two  in  the  altitudes  is 
not  of  considerable  importance,  while  such  an  error 
in  the  distance  would  be  fatal.  Indeed,  the  whole 
amount  of  the  parallax  in  altitude  may  be  merged 
in  other  corrections;  for  example,  in  that  for  the 
dip,  which  depends  upon  the  altitude  of  the  observ- 
er's eye  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  the  common 
allowance  made  when  the  lower  limb  of  the  sun  is 
observed  is  twelve  minutes,  additive,  for  the  correc- 
tion of  its  altitude  on  account  of  parallax,  dip,  and 
semi-diameter;  such  small  quantities  as  those  now 
under  discussion  being  neglected,  as  in  fact  the 
instruments  in  use  at  sea,  both  for  the  purpose  of 
measuring  the  altitudes  and  the  distance,  are  inca- 
pable of  appreciating  them.  Enough,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, has  been  said  concerning  the  bearing  of  this 
problem  ujion  that  of  the  longitude,  which,  it  is 
again  repeated,  it  is  believed  will  not  be  materially 
affected  by  small  corrections  of  parallax. 

The  next  question  is,  will  the  sun's  parallax 
probably  be  altered  by  the  proposed  observations.' 
for,  as  upon  the  amount  of  this  parallax  is  depend- 
ant our  knowledge  of  the  dimensions  of  the  plane- 
tary system,  (the  earth's  semi-diameter  being  used 
as  a  base  for  that  purpose,  and  the  diameter  of  the 
earth's  orbit,  afterwarila,  in  order  to  determine  the 
annual  parallax  of  those  fixed  stars  whose  paral- 

i  lax  is  appreciable,  as  it  is  said  to  be  in  a  few  cases,) 


it  becomes  important  to  determine  the  sun's  paral- 
lax with  the  last  degree  of  accuracy;  and  here, 
Mr.  E.  remarked,  there  appeared  to  be  room  for 
some  doubt.  Many~of  the  observations  will,  of 
necessity,  have  to  be  made  at  very  low  altitudeai 
of  the  planet,  when  there  will  be  difficulties  arising 
from  refractions,  which  may  themselves  be  differ- 
ent at  the  northern  and  southern  observatories; 
besides,  when  extra-meridional  observations  are 
resorted  to,  the  small  stars  will  not  be  visible  so  as 
to  admit  of  accuracy  of  comparison  at  any  con- 
siderable altitudes;  and  this  would  seem,  by  refer- 
ring to  the  report  of  the  committee,  to  be  the  opin- 
ion of  those  distinguished  astronomers,  Encke  and 
Gauss.  Other  gentlemen,  however,  had  formed  a 
favorable  opinion  of  this  method;  and,  Mr.  E. 
observed,  that  he  would  not  pretend  for  a  single 
instant  to  place  his  humble  judgment  in  conflict 
with  that  of  persons  distinguished  in  the  science  of 
astronomy.  With  regard  to  any  great  alieration  in 
the  amount  of  parallax,  it  might  be  necessary  here 
to  remark  upon  its  amount,  as  ascertained  by  a 
method  entirely  independent  of  any  of  those  previ- 
ously commented  upon,  in  order  to  see  whether 
we  were  likely  to  arrive  at  such  a  result:  Laplace, 
in  the  seventh  book  of  the  Mechanique  Celeste, 
had  determined  the  parallax  by  means  of  the  paral- 
lactic inequality  in  the  moon's  longitude,  and  had 
remarked  that  this  was  a  very  accurate  method  of 
determining  the  sun's  parallax.  By  his  computa- 
tions he  had  fixed  its  amount  at  eight  seconds  and 
fifty-six  hundredths — as  the  committee  will  per- 
ceive, within  two  hundredths  of  a  second  of  the 
amount  as  determined  by  the  transit  of  17G9. 
This  may  then  be  taken  as  corroborative  of  the 
received  amount,  and  as  a  further  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  but  little  alteration  will  be  made  in  it. 
But,  although  but  little  if  any  alteration  of  the 
amount  of  parallax,  as  now  received,  may  be  ex- 
pected from  this  expedition,  much  good  may  un- 
doubtedly, Mr.  Chairman,  be  predicted  of  it.  If 
it  do  not  alter  that  amount,  it  may  at  least  suffice 
to  corroborate  and  to  confirm  it;  and  if  this  result 
only  be  clearly  and  evidently  effected,  a  benefit 
will  be  conferred  upon  science  far  beyond  the 
amount  which  it  is  proposed  to  appropriate;  and, 
sir,  that  is  the  effect  which  may  be  expected  of  this 
expedition.  But,  further,  indirect  advantages, 
both  in  a  scientific  and  practical  sense,  will,  in  all 
probability,  flow  from  it.  The  positions  of  many 
of  the  stars  of  the  southern  hemisphere  will  be  as- 
certained with  greater  accuracy,  and  the  observa- 
tions upon  the  planet  itself  will  not  be  without 
their  advantages,  to  say  nothing  of  the  great  quan- 
tity of  useful  information,  unpredicted  in  the  be- 
ginning, which  always  flows  from  an  expedition 
of  this  character.  Sir,  this  may  find  its  illustra- 
tion in  the  vast  labor  of  mathematicians  in  the  im- 
provementof  analysis,  and  in  the  solution  of  prob- 
lems apparently  the  most  trivial  in  themselves, 
and,  so  far  as  human  vision  could  discern,  the  fur- 
thest removed  from  any  practical  application;  yet 
the  end  of  these  labors  has  been  to  enable  the  great 
mathematicians  of  this,  and  the  close  of  the  last 
century,  to  ascertain,  by  means  of  the  improve- 
ment in  analysis,  springing  directly  from  the  ap- 
parently wasteful  efforts  of  their  predecessors,  tlio, 
motions  of  the  moon  with  an  accuracy  before  un- 
attainable, which  has  led  to  the  present  complete- 
ness of  the  lunar  tables,  and  has  almost  doubled 
the  commerce  of  the  world.  Yet  who  would  have 
voted  an  appropriation  for  such  analytic  experi- 
ments .'  Sir,  we  must  not  measure  the  final  use- 
fulness of  an  expedition  of  this  sort  by  our  limited 
knowledge.  It  may  attain  to  results  as  yet  un- 
known and  unpredicted.  Of  this,  one  thing,  Mr. 
Chairman,  we  may  be  assured,  that,  whatever  of 
perfection  can  be  given  to  Gerling's  method  by 
untiring  industry,  unwearied  patience,  by  skill  or 
ambition,  or  the  hope  of  success,  will  be  given  to 
it  by  the  labors  of  Lieutenant  Gillis  abroad,  and 
of  Lieutenant  Maury  at  the  Washington  Observa- 
tory. It  is  only  to  be  wished  that  this  amend- 
ment had  provided  for  the  southern  observer  in- 
struments of  the  highest  excellence;  these,  how- 
ever, he  will  by  some  means  procure,  and  we  may 
rest  satisfied  that  whatever  is  capable  of  ascertain- 
ment, will  be  discovered  by  him. 

Mr.  E.  here  concluded  his  remarks  by  return- 
ing his  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  committee 
for  the  very  attentive  hearing  which  they  had  given 
to  him  while  discussing  a  question  generally  con- 
sidered too  dry  and  uneiUertaining  to  be  listened 
to  with  patience  upon  the  floor  of  the  House.] 


THE  CONGKESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


PRINTED  AND  PUBLISHED  AT  THE  CITY  OF  WASHINGTON,  BY  BLAIR  h  RIVES. 


30th  Congress,  1st  Session. 


WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  14,  1848. 


New  Series No.  52. 


Some  further  discussion  follewed,  in  which 
Messrs.  CATHCART  and  HOLMES,  of  South 
Carolina,  participated. 

Mr.  PETTIT  expressed  his  wish  to  speak  to 
the  bill,  though  not  to  this  amendment,  and  he 
moved  that  the  committee  rise.  He  withdrew  the 
motion,  however,  at  the  reque.st  of 

Mr.  STANTON,  who  entered  into  a  further  ex- 
planation of  his  views  as  to  the  advantages  likely 
to  result  to  navigation  as  well  as  astronomical 
knowledge  in  general,  from  the  expedition  pro- 
posed, and  was  proceeding  to  fortify  his  positions 
by  quoting  the  scientific  letter  imbodied  in  the  report 
of  the  Naval  Committee,  when 

Mr.  HILLIARD  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
gentleman  would  give  way  for  a  motion  that  the 
committee  rise. 

Mr.  VINTON  remonstrated,  and  expressed  his 
earnest  desire  that  the  bill  would  be  disposed  of 
to-day. 

Mr.  STANTON  said  he  would  waive  further 
remark  if  the  question  could  be  taken  now.  [Cries 
for  the  question.] 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 
Lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Stanton's 
amendment,  appropriating  five  thousand  dollars  for 
the  expedition  to  Chili,  and  it  was  decided  \n  the 
affirmative  by  ayes  80,  noes  34. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  PETTIT  moved  that  the  committee  rise; 
which  motion  prevailing,  the  committee  rose  ac- 
cordingly- 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  asked  leave 
to  offer  a  resolution,  that  when  the  House  adjourns 
on  Tuesday  next,  it  will  adjourn  to  Friday  next. 
The  resolution  being  objected  to,  it  was  not  re- 
ceived . 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  on  behalf  of 
the  minority  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
made  a  report  in  relation  to  the  Cherokee  Indians 
in  North  Carolina.  [The  majority  report  on  the 
eame  subject  was  made  some  time  since.]  The 
minority  report  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  MANN,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  petition  of  Nancy 
Hough,  in  tier  own  right  and  on  behalf  of  Andrew  Finley, 
Polly  Finley  now  the  wife  of  Walter  Bell,  and  the  widow 
and  children  of  John  Finley,  deceased,  heirs  of  Samuel  Fin- 
ley, deceased,  who  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  revolutionary 
war,  praying  for  commutation  pay. 

By  Mr.  McCLERNAND:  The  petition  of  a  number  to 
citizens  in  Illinois,  for  a  post  route  from  Metropolis  city  of 
Jonesborough. 


IN  SENATE. 
Saturday,  June  3, 1848. 
Mr.  STURGEON,  presented  a  petition  from 
William  Gilmer  and  others,  asking  the  construc- 
tion of  a  post  road  between  Philadelphia  and  New 
York;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of Allen;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  Holise  bill  in  explanation  of  an 
act  entitled  "  An  act  to  apportion  the  proceeds  of 
the  public  lands,  and  to  grant  preemption  rights;" 
■which  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  and  read  a 
tliird  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DIX,  2,000  copies  of  the  map 
of  the  route  for  a  canal  across  the  Isthmus  of  Pan- 
ama were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RESOLUTIONS.     ' 

Mr.  HALE  introduced  the  following,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Contingent 
Expenses  of  the  Senate : 

ReSLtlved,  That  Lloyd  Wallace  and  Sylvester  Gray,  labor- 
ers in  the  sarvicc  of  iht;  Senate,  be  allowed,  the  former  at 
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,f2  per  day,  and  the  latter  $1  50  per  day,  to  take  effect  from 
the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  to 
be  paid  under  the  directi<m  of  the  Committee  to  audit  and 
control  the  Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DOWNS  submitted  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  on  and  after  Monday  next,  the  Senate  will 
meetat  11  o'clock. 

A  considerable  nilmber  of  bills  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  were  read  a  first  and 
second  time  by  their  titles  and  appropriately  re- 
ferred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions 
in  relation  to  tlie  collection  of  statistical  informa- 
tion submitted  by  him  on  the  10th  ultimo.  Tlie 
resolutions  were  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  4'c.,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  directed  to  report  annually  the  selling  prices  of 
the  agricultural  products  ofthe  several  States  of  the  Union, 
upon  the  farm  or  plantation,  and  at  the  market  town  or  city 
nearest  to  the  produce  ;  and  also  the  price  of  labor,  by  the 
day  or  the  month  and  the  year,  in  each  State  or  division  of 
a  State,  where  prices  materially  vary  in  different  parts  of 
the  sa.me  Stale. 

Resolved,  further,  That  said  Commissioner  also  report  an- 
nually the  number  and  description  of  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments in  the  United  States  in  which  the  capital  invested 
exceeds  .$ ;  ihe  amount  and  quality  of  goods  manufac- 
tured of  each;  the  selling  prices  at  the  manufactories;  the 
prices  paid  for  labor  to  the  hands  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
tories, and  the  places  where  the  manufactories  are  situated 

Resoloed,  further,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several 
deputy  postmasters  of  the  United  States  to  answer  all  such 
inquiries  as  may  be  submitted  to  them  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Patents,  and  give  such  information  as  they  may  he  able  to 
obtain  touching  the  subjects  embraced  in  the  foregoing  res- 
olutions. 

The  resolutions  being  before  the  Senate  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  BENTON  rose  to  resist  the  adoption  of  the 
resolutions,  which  appeared  to  him  to  open  a  field 
of  inquiry  to  which  there  were  no  limits.  Folios 
might,  under  these  resoltitions,  be  collected,  of  no 
more  value  to  the  public  than  the  contents  of  last 
year's  Almanac.  Manufacturing  establishments  ! 
Of  what  character.'  Was  it  to  include  all  the  do- 
mestic establishments  for  the  fabrication  of  clothing? 
The  price  of  labor  !  What  particular  kinds  of  labor 
were  intended  .•'  Was  it  the  price  for  the  present 
or  the  past  year,  or  for  years  back  .■'  How  was  all 
this  information  to  be  collected  ?  It  was  to  be  done 
by  the  Patent  Office;  and  all  this  vast  amount  of 
unnecessary  labor  was  to  be  thrown  on  that  office, 
while  the  examination  of  patents  is  fifteen  months 
in  arrear — so  much  so,  that  resolutions  have  been 
submitted  here  for  the  purpose  of  getting  patents 
examined.  Pass  these  resolutions,  and  a  new  set  of 
officers  will  be  required.  There  must  be  a  head  to 
direct,  and  it  would  employ  a  number  of  clerks  to 
write  letters  all  over  the  United  States.  'Tlien  the 
answers  must  be  received,  and  digested,  and  filed. 
And  how  were  they  to  be  verified  ?  Would  you  have 
agents  in  every  place  where  agricultural  produce 
is  sold .'  Then,  the  printing  alone  of  this  mass  of 
matter  would  bring  an  enormous  expense  on  the 
Government.  And  for  what  purpose.'  We  have 
now  a'price  current  printed  in  every  commercial 
city  and  town,  and  by  this  the  people  are  gov- 
erned in  all  their  transactions.  The  Federal  Gov- 
ernment seemed  to  him  to  be  madly  shooting  from 
its  sphere.  If  we  were  to  print  millions  of  the 
docuinent  called  for  by  these  resolutions,  we  should 
not  supersede  the  use  of  the  prices  current. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  expressed  his  regret  that 
he  should  have  introduced  resolutions  which  had 
excited  the  Senator  from  Missouri — a  Senator  of 
such  experience,  the  oldest  Senator  on  the  floor — 
to  such  a  vehement  opposition  to  them.  Had  he 
supposed  they  would  have  led  to  such  consequences 
as  had  been  stated,  he  surely  would  never  have 
offered  them.  Had  he  supposed  that  he  was  about 
to  impose  on  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  the  duty 
of  inquiring  at  every  farm  in  the  United  States  the 
value  of  the  products  sold,  he  would  not  have  intro- 
duced his  resolutions.  He  never  had  dreamed 
that  his  call  would  have  been  capable  of  being  con- 
strued as  the  Senator  from  Missouri  had  construed 
it.  Certainly  he  had  no  intention  of  the  kind;  and 
he  was  willing  to  make  any  modification  which 
might  be  suggested.  He  had,  in  expectation  that 
his  resolutions  would  be  opposed,  spoken  to  the 


Commissioner  of  Patents,  and  was  told  that  his 
plan  would  subject  the  office  to  no  additional  ex- 
pense. The  information  would  be  sent  through 
the  Post  Office  Department.  It  was  only  neces.'^ary 
for  the  Commissioner  to  prepare  the  form  of  a  cir- 
cular, which  would  be  addressed  to  all  the  deputy 
postmasters.  They  would,  no  doubt,  send  answers; 
and  these  replies  would  be  put  on  file.  Fie  did  not 
propose,  in  calling  for  a  list  of  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments, to  go  into  the  domestic  operauons  of 
carding,  and  spinning,  and  weaving.  As  to  the 
expen.se,  he  had  left  a  blank  which  might  be  filled 
with  fJS.OOO  or  ^10,000 — a  sum  which  would  be  so 
limited  as  to  exclude  the  possibility  of  going  into 
these  details.  If  the  Senate  should  think  the  in- 
quiry as  to  the  agricultural  products  too  searching, 
he  was  willing  to  make  it  specific — to  name  wheat, 
rye,  corn,  &c. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  said  the  information, 
when  obtained,  would  be  of  no  more  value  than 
last  year's  Almanac.  He  disagreed  with  the  Sen- 
ator on  that  point.  He  thought  the  information 
would  be  very  useful;  and  he  would  give  the  Senate 
an  example  to  illustrate  this:  How  are  our  army 
and  navy  supplied  with  clothing,  &c. .'  Whence 
do  they  derive  their  subsistence.'  You  send  out 
contractors  to  make  purchases.  He  had  looked 
into  the  accounts  of  some  of  these  contractors,  some 
time  ago,  and  had  seen,  that,  in  some  instances, 
oats  had  been  charged  at  a  price  two  or  three  tithes 
beyond  what  they  could  have  been  obtained  for  in 
his  neighborhood.  With  this  information  before 
it,  the  proper  department  could  institute  a  compar- 
ison of  prices,  and  thus  detect  any  abuses  which 
might  exist.  The.  Senator  from  Missouri  might 
think  this  no  object;  but  he  (Mr.  U.)  thought  it 
important  to  gain  information  which  would  have 
the  effect  of  enabling  the  contracting  department 
to  be  on  its  guard  against  abuses. 

As  to  the  price  of  labor,  the  resolution  says  that 
the  return  is  to  be  merely  a  general  return  from 
States,  or  divisions  of  States,  when  there  is  a  ma- 
terial variation  in  the  prices.  In  this  matter  a  good 
deal  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Patents.  If  we  employ  the  deputy  postmasters, 
and  collect  this  information,  the  whole  expense  of 
the  printing  would  certainly  not  exceed  ^1,000. 
He  again  expressed  his  regret  that  so  vehement 
an  opposition  should  have  been  made  to  his  reso- 
lutions by  a  Senator  who  had  so  much  more  ex- 
perience than  himself.  If  he  could  ha\e  seen  any 
of  the  great  evils  which  that  Senator  had  described, 
he  certainly  would  not  have  offered  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  BENTON  adverted  to  the  enormous  costs 
for  printing  which  had  been  brought  oil  the  coun- 
try by  resolutions  apparently  of  trifling  importance 
in  themselves.  One  of  these  calling  on  the  Com- 
missioner of  Patents  to  furni.sh  certain  agricultural 
statistics  had  led  to  the  report  of  a  document  of 
some  1,400  pages,  and  the  cost  of  printing  of  which 
amounted  to  $90,000.  Again,  in  the  instance  of  a 
voluminous  documentary  history.  Congress  was 
rescued  from  a  heavy  pecuniary  expenditure,  and 
thotJght  itself  fortunate  to  escape  at  the  cost  of 
1550,000.  When  the  fifteen  thousand  deputy  post- 
masters shall  have  burdened  the  mails  with  their 
answers  to  these  inquiries,  it  would  require  a  new 
building  to  hold  the  mass  of  paper  which  would  be 
collected.  Plow  many  clerks  would  be  necessarily 
employed  in  digesting  the  information,  under  one 
directing  head.'  Then  we  should  begin  to  see  the 
extent  of  the  consequences  of  this  inquiry.  Yet, 
all  this  would  be  merely  preliminary.  When  the 
matter  is  collected,  then  will  come  the  printing,  and 
then  the. distribution  of  the  matter  printed.  And 
then  would  come  the  great  inquiry.  Of  what  nsie  is 
all  this.'  Would  not  everybody  in  the  world  find 
out  the  price  of  everything  in  the  world  without 
this  volume.'  Every  man  who  makes  a  contract 
will  refer  to  his  own  knowledge— to  his  own  mem- 
ory—for the  necessary  information  to  guide  him. 
Nothing  that  he  can  obtain  from  this  document  will 
alter  the  price  of  a  single  commodity  in  the  mar- ^ 
ket  The  sellers  will  not  go  to  these  books,  sup- 
posing they  can  get  them,  to  regulate  their  prices. 
The  books  might  show  that  at  one  time  cotton 
brought  thirty  cents  per  pound;  but  would  that  in- 
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fliience  the  marlcet  price  now  ?  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  said  ihis  information  would  be  beneficial 
to  the  Siibsisicnce  defmrtment,  but  it  would  have 
no  effect  on  the  market  prices.  The  officers  at  the 
head  of  the  Subsistence  department  are  gentlemen 
in  wliom  he  had  entire  confidence.  General  Gibson 
and  General  Jesup  were  men  of  experience,  and  de- 
serving of  trust.  He  said  that  the  charge  alluded 
to  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  on  the  subject 
of  oats  was  a  typoijraphical  mistake.  He  hoped 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  would  withdraw  the 
resolutions,  which  would  only  be  productive  of  a 
mass  of  detail.s  of  no  kind  of  use. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  objected  to  the  style  of 
sarcasm  in  wbicli  the  Senator  from  Missouri  had 
thought  it  proper  to  treat  these  resolutions,  and 
reiterated  his  conviction  that  information  of  great 
value  would  be  produced  by  the  resolutions.  Fie 
had  no  objection,  as  the  morning  hour  had  elapsed, 
to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lutions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  the  resolu- 
tions were  then  permitted  informally  to  lie  over. 

OREGON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGHT,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  a 
territorial  government  in  the  Territory  of  Oxe- 
gon. 

Mr.  FOOTE  moved  to  amend  the  twelfth  sec- 
tion in  the  fourth  line,  by  inserting  the  words, 
"  provided  the  same  be  compatible  with  the  laws 
and  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

He  explained  his  object  to  be  to  obviate  objec- 
tions to  the  clause  as  it  stood,  which  were  likely 
to  lead  to  a  prolonged  discussion. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  was  understood,  amidst  much 
noise  and  confusion,  to  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  gave  his  opinion  that  the 
amendment  would  not  change  the  character  of  the 
section.  It  would  be  utterly  inoperative,  and  he 
would  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  FOOTE  replied  that  not  one  word  of  the 
Senator's  ar:rument  was  pertinent  to  the  subject, 
and  that  he  looked  to  those  who  had  charge  of  the 
bill  for  advice  rather  than  to  the  Senator  from 
Florida. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  suggested  that  when  this 
bill  took  effect,  the  judges  and  officers  appointed 
by  the  General  Government  would  be  l)ound  by 
the  Constitution,  and  nothing  which  could  be  in- 
troduced to  strengthen  their  obligations  could  ren- 
der them  more  perfect.  He  then  proceeded  to 
make  some  reply  to  the  charge  made  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Connecticut  that  the  power  exercised  by 
tlie  South  was  greater  than  that  of  the  North, 
because  the  slave  interest  was  a  bond  of  union  in 
the  South.  He  thought  the  Senator  was  mistaken 
as  to  the  fact.  The  South  was  not  welded  to- 
gether by  this  slave  interest.  But  if  it  was  true, 
■was  it  discreet  to  endeavor  to  weaken  this  cement 
by  attacking  that  interest.'  He  believed  that  he 
could  see  a  disposition  in  the  northern  Senators  to 
restrict  the  exlen.sion  of  slavery  by  preventing  it 
from  being  introduced  into  any  of  the  territories 
we  may  hereafter  acquire.  We  who  advocate  the 
striking  out  of  the  bill,  are  disposed  to  leave  it  to 
the  people  of  Oregon  to  make  their  own  law.s,  in- 
stead of  attempting  to  prescribe  to  themlavvs  which 
do  not  operate  on  ourselves.  He  thought  the  ar- 
guments advanced  ugain.st  his  views  unsound  and 
unsustainable.  If  the  will  of  the  peojile  should 
extend  the  institution  of  slavery,  nothing  that  we 
can  interpose  in  the  form  of  law,  could  prevent  its 
extension.  Congress  has  no  lemedy  for  such  an 
evil.  Congress  could  not  set  a^ide  the  acts  of  any 
of  the  Stales  who  might  think  proper  to  take  this 
course.  He  denied  that  Congress  has  the  power 
to  bind  il.s  successors  by  its  acts.  Congress  might 
prescribe  jaws  for  a  territory,  and  compel  obedi- 
ence to  ihem  while  a  territory;  but  when  a  terri-  j 
tory  becomes  a  State,  there  is  no  power  in  Con- 
gress to  annul  any  of  her  acts  in  her  sovereign  , 
capacity.  i 

If  the  «lavc  power  in  the  South  was  so  great,  he 
asked   if  the  course  of  the   Senator   from    New  I 
Hampshire   was   not  calculated   to  .strengthen  it.  I 
AboILsh  slavery,  and  the  South,  instead  oY  having  j 
three-fifihs,  will   have   five-fifths  in  her  eleciion.s.  1 
If  the  schemes  of  abolitionist.'^  should  prevail,  do 
they  suppose  that  the  South  will  extend  liic  right  I 
of  .suliVage,  so  as  to  admifnll  the  colored  pertuuis 
to  vote,  to  place  them  on  the  same  level  wiiii  the 
white  citizens.'    He  appealed  to  Senalora  from  the 


North  not  to  intermeddle  with  a  matter  they  do 
I  not  understand,  but  to  let  the  South  alone.  If 
they  attempt  to  carry  out  their  views,  they  never 
can  succeed  until  they  have  annihilated  the  South. 
It  had  been  thrown  out  that  this  slave  question 
was  to  influence  the  proceedings  of  the  convention 
at  Philadelphia  next  week;  that  in  the  contingency 
of  the  nomination  of  a  particular  individual,  the 
abolition  thunder  would  be  heard  rolling  from  the 
North.  It  had  also  been  suggested  that  the  pos- 
session of  a  slave  should  be  a  disqualification  for 
office.  He  protested  against  all  tests  of  this  kind. 
On  the  subject  of  fraternizing  and  amalgamation, 
he  pointed  the  attention  of  northern  Senators  to 
Hayti  and  Yucatan,  and  expressed  the  hope  that 
such  consequences  would  not  be  brought  on  Ihis 
country.  He  defended  those  northern  Senators 
who  went  with  the  slaveholders  from  the  imputa- 
tion of  being  dough-faces.  He  expressed  his  regret 
that  difficulties  should  have  arisen  in  particular 
States  in  the  way  of  the  restoration  of  the  slave 
to  his  master,  and  attributed  their  existence  to  a 
decay  of  the  proper  spirit  among  us. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  believed  the  striking  out  of 
tlie  twelfth  section  would  be  an  expression  of  the 
opinion  of  Congress  against  the  validity  of  the 
legislation  of  the  existing  government  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Oregon. 

In  reference  to  fugitive  slaves,  he  took  the 
ground  that  the  slave  laws  of  South  Carolina  are 
local;  that  they  are  a  violation  of  the  natural  rights 
of  man;  and  that  when  a  slave  enters  a  free  State, 
he  does  not  take  slavery  with  him  into  that  btate, 
but  the  local  laws  having  lost  their  power  there, 
he  becomes  free.  He  also  contended,  that  when 
a  slave  goes  on  board  a  ship  and  leaves  the  slave 
State,  he  becomes  free.  Even  when  a  slave  ac- 
companies his  master  to  a  free  State,  for  a  tempo- 
rary sojourn,  he  believed  that  his  shackles  fell  off. 
He  admitted  that  in  these  opinions  he  went  beyond 
many  Senators  on  his  side  of  the  Chamber,  be- 
yond the  decisions  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr.  BUTLER  asked  whether,  in  case  slaves 
were  carried  away  from  the  Slate  of  Georgia,  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut  would  not  vote  to  in- 
demnify the  owners.' 

Mr.  BALDWIN.  Just  so  far  as  I  would  to 
indemnify  a  master  whose  apprentice  had  been 
carried  off  by  the  enemy — not  as  property,  but  as 
a  person  in  whose  services  the  master  had  a  cer- 
tain interest. 

He  then  proceeded  with  a  constitutional  argu- 
ment, which  he  delivered  from  a  manuscript  before 
him,  and  which  occupied  a  long  time  in  its  de- 
livery. 

After  Mr.  B.  had  concluded — 
Mr.  HALE  took  the  Huor,  and,  the  hour  being 
late,  moved  that  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  be  postponed  until  Monday;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  BADGER,  by  unanimous  consent,  submit- 
ted an  aiiiendment,  substituting  for  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  inserted  by  Mr.  Foote,  in  the  twelfth 
section  of  the  bill,  a  proviso  that  the  people  of 
Oregon  shall  not  be  subject  to  the  sixth  article  of 
the  com[)act  in  the  ordinance  of  1787;  which  was 
accepted  by  Mr.  Foote,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Mr.  DAYTON  submitied  the  following: 
Resohcd  by  the  Senate,  'J'liiit  UiR  Vice  I'l'ttidmi-t  be  re- 
qiif.--li;d  to  liiivi;  the  fliif;i)l' Uii'  UiiilLd  Slates  tirst  (.Tccieil  by 
tlie  Aiiif-rioaii  aniiy  iipoii  the  palacu  in  tlie  capital  of  Mexi- 
co, and  now  here  pi  csinud,  deposited  lor  sarckeepiiig  in 
the  UeparUiieut  of  Stale  of  the  United  Slates. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  DAYTON, 
DIX,  and  ALLEN,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness; and,  after  a  brief  session  therein,  the  doors 
were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,. /ime  5,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  William  Pi'^t  Lynde,  a  Representative 
frotn  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  appeared  this  day, 
was  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  took  a  seat  in  the  House. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  ofTered  the 
following  resolution: 

Ursolvrd,  That  when  this  Iious8  adjourns  to-morrow,  it 
adj»uin  to  meet  on  Friday  next. 


Mr.  TALLMADGE  moved  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table;  which  motion  was  rejected.- 
The  question  was   then  put  on   the  "resolution, 
I  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

[      On  motion  of  Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama, 

!  Resolved,  That  the  act  of  the  General  Afseinhly  of  the 
State  of  Alabama  entitlerl  "All  act  for  the  iiuprovenient  of 

I  the  Tennessee  river,"  approved  March  3d,  16-18,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  that  ^;aid  committee 

,  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  carrying  into 

j  efiect  the  provisions  of  said  act. 

j  Mr.  CUMMINS  called  up  the  motion  he  made 
I  on  Thursday  last,  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
'  the  bill  he  introduced  the  jirevious  day,  declaratory 
of  the  rights  of  naturalized  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  protect  them  in  the  peaceful  exer- 
cise and  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  privileo-es 
against  the  acts  and  influence  of  foreign  Govern- 
ments and  their  diplomatic  agents,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  said  his  object  in  making  the 
motion  to  reconsider  was  to  change  the  reference 
of  the  bill.  He  thought  it  should  not  properly  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  That 
committee  had  jurisdiction  of  questions  touching 
the  judicial  proceedings  of  this  country;  the  bill 
pertained  to  points  of  international  law  and  not 
laws  of  the  United  States;  therefore  it  more  prop- 
erly belonged  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, if  it  went  to  any  standing  committee.  But, 
for  himself,  he  preferred  to  have  it  sent  to  a  select 
committee. 

He  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  provisions  of  tlie 
bill  to  sustain  his  views  relative  to  its  reference. 
His  mind  had  been  called  to  the  subject  from  the 
passing  of  certain  events,  not  remote  in  time  or 
place, from  the  investigation  of  certain  proceedings 
had  in  this  metropolis,  which  had  been  already 
published  over  the  whole  land,  touching  certain 
questions  of  international  law. 

The  first  question  to  which  he  wished  to  direct 
the  attention  of  the  committee  was  to  the  decision 
of  the  American  law  upon  the  subject  of  alle- 
giance— whetherallegiance  was  a  matter  of  choice, 
or  whether  a  man  necessarily  owed  allegiance  to 
the  land  of  his  nativity  as  long  as  he  lived.  This 
was  the  root  of  two  other  doctrines,  to  wit:  the 
right  of  search,  and  the  right  of  impressment, 
which  v/ere  the  legitimate  oflspring  of  this  selfish 
doctrine  of  natural  and  eternal  allegiance.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  acts  of  the  British  Government  prior 
to  the  war  of  1812,  requiring  all  the  natuial-born 
subjects  of  that  kingdotn,  to  whatever  foreign 
countries  they  had  emigrated,  to  return,  and  leave 
their  business  and  fight  the  battles  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  to  her  declaration  that  the  naturalization 
laws  of  other  countries  were  void,  and  that  those 
natural-born  subjects  who  refu.'jed  to  return  to  their 
allegiance  to  Great  Britain  were  guilty  of  high 
misdemeanor,  and  that  chose  who  bore  arms  in 
defence  of  another  country  were  guilty  of  treason. 
He  wished  the  American  doctrines  distinctly  de- 
clared. There  was  now  no  law  of  the  United 
States  upon  the  subject;  the  Constitution  was  si- 
lent upon  it,  except  so  far  as  it  provided  for  the 
passage  of  naturalization  laws.  Congress  had 
never  acted  on  the  question.  Four  times  had  it 
been  presented  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  four 
times  had  they  blinked  its  decision.  Neither  had 
the  question  wliich  sprung  directly  from  it  been 
met  in  the  treaty  of  Ghent — the  question  of  the 
right  of  search  and  the  question  of  impressment. 
It  was  quite  proper,  jierhaps,  under  the  circum- 
stances, that  they  should  not  have  been  pressed. 
Europe  was  strong  then;  we  were  comparatively 
weak.  Circumstances  had  changed,  and  rendered 
this  a  most  fitting  lime  to  declare  our  position  on 
this  subject.  It  was  therefore  that  he  desired  to 
send  this  branch  of  the  question  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  or  a  select  committee,  who 
would  carefully  examine  and  tnutically  analyze  the 
history  and  the  right  of  this  question,  to  show  that 
the  true  American  doctrine  was  the  doctrine  of 
expatriation,  at  the  choice  of  the  citizen.  When 
\«e  had  settled  this,  and  had  said  to  the  other  Gov- 
ernments of  the  world,  this  is  our  position,  it 
would  be  respected,  and  imight  keep  us  out  of  for- 
eign war. 

"The  number  of  the  naturalized  citizen.^  of  the 
United  Stales  at  this  lime  was  very  great,  and  they 
were  engaged  in  all  the  diversified  pursuits  of  life, 
both  on  land  and  on  sen.  The  same  doctrine  of 
eternal  allegiance  and  the  right  ofsearch  and  seizure, 
that  would  imprcMs  the  naturalized  citizen  found 
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upon  the  seas,  who  had  made  his  home  in  this 
country  for  half  a  century,  and  compel  him  to  fig;ht 
against  liis  adopted  country,  the  same  doctrine 
would  reach  the  land  but  for  the  want  of  opportu- 
nity to  enforce  it;  and  we  had  millions  of  natural- 
ized citizens  in  the  service  of  our  military  marine, 
and  variously  employed  throughout  the  country, 
who,  in  the  agitation  of  Europe — in  the  upheaving 
and  upturning  of  thrones  there — if  we  should  be- 
come involved  in  war  with  them,  would  at  any 
time  be  met  by  orders  in  council  requiring  them 
to  forsake  their  homes  and  leave  their  families, 
and,  notwithstanding  they  had  sworn  allegiance  to 
our  Government,  to  go  to  the  land  of  their  nativity 
and  take  up  arms  against  this  country. 

This  question  was  at  least  of  some  importance 
in  the  present  state  of  the  world.  As  he  had  said 
before,  if  we  declared  in  advance  our  position,  now 
that  we  had  gained  strength  since  the  war  of  1812 — 
if  we  declared  that  the  American  doctrine  was  in 
accordance  with  the  rights  of  man,  and  in  opposi- 
tion to  this  old,  barbaric,  feudal  doctrine  of  natu- 
ral and  eternal  allegiance — we  should  not  only  be 
respected  in  that  position,  but,  in  tiie  revolutions 
in  Europe,  and  in  the  remodeling  of  Governments 
there,  we  should  find  allies  springing  up  who  would 
unite  with  us  in  asserting  and  maintaining  that  doc- 
trine. It  was  the  principle  upon  which  we  had 
acted.  We  had  resisted  the  right  of  impressment 
and  the  right  of  search;  we  were  bound  to  fight, 
and  would  fight,  rather  than  submit  to  their  appli- 
cation. If,  then,  this  was  untlerstood  to  be  the 
doctrine  of  our  Government,  why  should  we  hesi- 
tate to  give  it  legislative  sanction,  that  we  might 
announce  it  to  the  world,  a,nd  strengthen  the  hands 
and  second  the  efforts  of  our  negotiators  abroad 
from  the  consciousness  that  they  were  backed  by 
the  laws  of  their  own  country?  At  this  time  we 
were  making  Presidents  in  this  country — France 
was  making  Governments.  She  had  pulled  down 
her  ancient  capitol,  inhabited  by  the  Bourbons  foi- 
centuries.  Her  lofty  columns,  her  stately  domes, 
her  kingly  palaces,  were  all  dissolved,  and  her  Gov- 
ernment was  reduced  into  its  original  elements. 
They  were  now  to  erect  a  temple  of  liberty,  suit- 
able to  their  own  condition,  suitable  to  their  wants 
and  desires. 

If  at  this  period,  when  they  were  recomposing 
their  Government,  we  should  declare  the  Ameri- 
can doctrine,  as  in  fact  it  existed — that  allegiance 
was  not  eternal,  but  that  a  man  had  the  right  to 
choose  the  Government  which  he  would  serve,  and 
to  which  he  would  owe  allegiance;  if  we  would 
repudiate,  as  we  were  bound  to  do,  the  doctrine  of 
search  and  impressment,  France — as  she  did  a  few 
years  since,  when  the  quintuple  treaty  was  about 
to  be  ratified,  which  was  nothing  more  than  an  in- 
vasion of  this  doctrine — France  would  again  be 
our  ally.  Hence  this  v/as  a  peculiarly  favorable 
time  to  consider  this  subject  and  have  action  upon 
it. 

But  another  branch  of  this  subject.  If  he  un- 
derstood the  law  of  nations,  the  laws  of  no  country 
were  operative  extra-territorially.  The  eflicacy  and 
operation  of  the  laws  of  every  country  were  con- 
fined to  the  territory  of  that  country;  if,  then,  any 
foreign  country,  through  its  autocrat,  king,  or  po- 
tentate, should  attempt  to  give  vitality  and  force  to 
its  laws  upon  persons  or  property  within  any  other 
country,  it  was  an  invasion  of  the  rights  ol'  such 
country;  one  that  should  be  met  and  promptly  met. 
He  had  examined  the  laws  on  that  sulject,  and 
also  the  "  conflicts  of  law,"  and  he  had  no  hesita- 
tion in  saying  it  was  a  clear,  palpable  violation  of 
the  laws  of  nations,  for  a  monarch,  through  his 
diplomatic  ministers,  emissaries,  or  agents  in  other 
countries,  to  attempt  to  exercise  the  laws  of  his 
country  over  the  rights  of  persons  or  things  in  a 
foreign  land. 

He  desired  that  the  committee  should  examine 
this  subject  and  when  they  should  have  made  a 
full  and  perfect  report,  he  thought  there  would  be 
room  for  something  more  to  be  said.  When  the 
facts  were  collected  and  laid  before  the  House,  if 
he  was  not  misinformed,  a  case  would  be  present- 
ed for  the  action  of  this  Government  which  would 
at  least  call  for  a  rebuke  in  certain  quarters.  At 
that  time  he  might  be  induced  to  debate  the  various 
questions.     At   present   he   had    recapitulated    the 

Provisions  of  the  bdl,  to  show  that  the  bill  should 
e  reconsidered  and  the  reference  bo  made  to  a 
select  committee,  or  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  CiTMMiKs  having  concluded  his  remarks — 


Mr.  LEVIN  obtained  the  floor,  and  delivered  a 
written  speech,  the  following  copy  of  which  has 
been  handed  to  the  reporter: 

The  bill  now  before  the  House  is  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Kosciusko,  as  well  as  Major  Toch- 
man,  now  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  exten- 
sively known  as  an  exiled  patriot  from  downtrod- 
den and  bleeding  Poland.  It  is,  sir,  a  marvellous 
concurrence  of  events  that  can  bring  Poland  and 
Russia — the  one  free  in  spirit  even  to  the  romance 
of  freedom,  and  the  other  despotic  in  temper  and 
system — upon  this  arena,  the  American  Congress, 
for  an  adjudication  of  the  first  principles  of  liberty. 
It  is  even  more  marvellous  that  this  concurrence 
should  happen  at  a' period  when  all  the  people  of 
Europe  should  be  flinging  off  the  galling  yoke  of 
tyranny — a  crisis  of  national  revolutions,  shooting 
up  and  budding  from  the  seed  sown  by  our  illustri- 
ous si  res  of  1776!  Wonderful  indeed  are  the  ways  of 
God  to  enfranchise  the  human  family  !  Infatuation 
or  love  of  power  in  the  Old  World  blinding  kings 
to  rush  upon  their  fate!  Infatuation  in  their  min- 
isters here,  blinding  them  to  the  preposterous  ex- 
ercise of  authority,  not  only  insulting  to  the  Amer- 
ican people,  but  insulting  to  the  institutions  of  our 
country;  committing  outrages  on  American  rights 
that  no  patriot  can  behold  with  patience  or  tolerate 
without  injury ! 

Major  Tochman  is  now  an  American  citizen, 
naturalized  under  the  laws  and  Constitution,  and 
fully  entitled  to  the  protection  of  all  his  rights  and 
immunities.  True,  he  is  by  birth  a  fellow-country- 
m.an  of  Thaddeus  Kosciusco,  and  represents  the 
rights  of  his  heirs  for  certain  properties  in  this 
country.  The  name  of  Kosciusco  conjures  up  a 
thousand  ennobling  and  pleasing  recollections  of 
Qur  struggles  for  freedom.  Even  as  far  back  as 
1776,  Poland  came  to  the  relief  and  succor  of  infant 
America  when  struggling  for  freedom.  We 
achieved  our  independence,  and  were  enabled  to 
offer  Poland's  exiled  sons  a  safe  asylum.  From 
that  period  to  this,  we  have  thrown  around  all 
exiled  patriots  the  asgis  of  American  freedom. 
From  this  time  hence,  Europe  will  send  no  patriots  or 
lovers  of  freedom  to  this  country.  If  they  be  patriots, 
iftiiey  love  freedom,  they  will  remain  at  home  to  fio^hl 
fur  it,  nut  come  here  to  control  our  ballot-box  and 
overturn  our  institutions.  No,  sir;  Europe  no 
longer  sends  Republicans  to  our  land.  But,  sir, 
a  naturalized  Pole  is  an  American  citizen,  and  even 
here  the  poisoned  shaft  of  tyranny  follows  him  to 
this  his  adopted  home  of  freedom.  The  master 
whom  he  spurned  at  home  follows  him  into  his 
exile;  for  when  did  tyrants  ever  forget  or  ever  for- 
give.' When  did  the  Autocrat  of  Russia  ever  fail 
to  hunt  down  a  patriot  who  had  struck  at  his  black 
eagles  in  the  sacred  cause  of  human  rights?  Sir, 
shall  this  country  be  an  asylum  for  the  exiled  ad- 
vocates of  freedom,  or  a  cage  in  which  the  tyrants 
of  Europe  shall  confine  them  as  criminals  and  tor- 
ture them  as  felons? 

The  petition  of  Major  Tochman  is  before  the 
House,  and  members  are  no  doubt  familiar  with 
its  import;  for  the  case  is  one  not  only  of  peculiar 
oppression,  of  peculiar  high-handed  tyranny  in  the 
minister  of  the  Autocrat  of  Russia,  but  of  stupen- 
dous importance  to  the  principles  of  our  institu- 
tions, and  the  fame  and  character  of  our  common 
country.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  indulge  in  a 
legal  review  of  this  interesting  case.  It  oomes 
before  this  House  in  a  political,  not  a  legal  aspect. 
We  are  asked  to  protect  an  American  citizen  in 
the  exercise  of  his  unquestionable  rights,  a2ainst 
the  illegal  interference  of  a  foreign  despot.  There 
is  no  other  question  at  issue  in  this  case.  Is  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  supreme  in  this 
country,  or  the  will  and  pleasure  of  the  Autocrat 
of  Russia?  Sir,  men  may  quibble  and  equivocate, 
juggle  and  twist,  sophisticate  e^nd  confuse,  yet  this 
is  the  sole  question  at  issue.  The  Emperor  of 
Russia,  holding  Major  Tochman  in  unbounded 
hatred  for  his  noble  efforts  in  behalf  of  his  native 
land,  in  her  struggle  of  1830,  has  thought  projier 
to  persecute  him  through  his  minister,  Mr.  Bo- 
disco,  on  an  occasion  presented  for  the  adjustment 
of  the  claims  of  the  heirs  of  Kosciusco,  and  all  the 
force  and  power  of  his  position  is  brought  to  bear 
upon  his  destined  victim.  So  far,  sir,  he  has  suc- 
ceeded. But  it  is  for  this  House,  as  the  represent- 
ative of  the  American  people,  and  the  exponent  of 
a  free  Constitution,  to  arrest  this  crying  wrong  at 
this  stage  of  aggravated  enormity. 

Sir,  we  are  now  appealed  to  by  the  victim  of 
Russian   tyranny   to   vindicate   his  rights  as  an 


Atnericnn  citizen.  Can  we  refuse  to  grant  his 
petition?  Can  we  refuse  to  throw  the  ajgis  of 
American  freedom  over  him?  Sir,  we  are  bound 
by  all  obligations,  human  and  divine,  to  protect 
him.  By  the  laws  of  nations,  the  Russian  minister 
has  no  power  to  interfere  while  the  heirs  are  com- 
petent and  willing  to  act  in  the  selection  of  their 
own  ajrents  for  the  settlement  of  their  own  claim. 
Even  if  Poland  be  a  conquered  province  of  Russia, 
this  has  no  relation  to  Major  Tochman's  rights  of 
American  citizenship.  Admit  that  Russian  sover- 
eignty extends  over  Poland,  does  this  invest  Rus- 
sia with  power  over  an  American  citizen?  The 
very  idea  is  preposterous.  An  American,  sir, 
scouts  the  indignity,  scorns  the  insult,  and  repels 
the  usurpation.  I  disdain  to  enter  into  any  argu- 
ment as  to  the  fact  of  this  pragmatical  and  offensive 
interference;  it  lies  before  us  in  the  most  authentic 
form  of  sworn  testimony.  By  some  means,  only 
surmisable  by  those  familiar  with  the  machina- 
tions and  intrigues  of  foreign  tyrants,  an  American 
citizen,  standing  high  in  the  social  relations  of  life 
and  attached  to  the  most  responsible  and  dignified 
profession  in  the  country,  is  deprived  of  his  con- 
stitutional rights — by  whom?  The  minister  of  the 
Government  of  Russia — a  Government  that  is  a 
libel  on  the  age,  a  burlesque  on  modern  intelli- 
gence, an  outiage  on  human  rights,  a  satire  on  all 
pretensions  to  civilization;  but,  worst  ofall,  a  deep 
and  diabolical  wrong  on  the  human  family.    ■ 

Sir,  there  are  occasions  when,  not  to  vindicate 
the  rights  of  man  under  the  guarantees  of  the  Con- 
stitution, is  to  become  an  ally  of  the  tyrannical 
oppressor.  And  this,  sir,  is  one  of  those  solemn 
occasions  when  every  noble  sentiment,  every  gen- 
erous impulse  and  inspiring  thought  that  clusters 
around  the  asgis  of  liberty,  impels  us  to  the  prompt 
relief  of  the  petitioner. 

Sir,  when  all  the  world  seems  to  be  in  arms  for 
freedom,  shall  we  alone  become  the  ally  of  a  tyrant, 
in  the  disfranchisement  of  an  American  citizen, 
because  he  boasts  of  Poland  for  his  birth-place, 
because  his  valor  has  wielded  a  sharp  sword  in 
behalf  of  his  native  land — because  his  patriotism 
has  kindle'd  the  ire  of  a  despot? — and  in  a  time 
like  this,  when  the  people  of  Europe  are  toppling 
down  rotten  thrones,  and  rallying  to  the  stand- 
ard that  proclaims,  on  its  glowing  folds,'  "  the 
rights  of  man'' — when  France  has  imbibed  a 
lesson  of  patriotism  from  the  fields  of  her  glory 
on  this  continent,  and  struck  down  royalty  for 
a  republic — when  even  Austria  hasdisartned  des- 
potism of  her  falchion,  and  prostrated  the  very 
father  of  all  systems  of  tyranny  in  the  ?xile  of 
Metternich — when  Italy  blazes  with  the  fires  of 
emancipation,  and  even  the  Pope  is  reluctantly 
driven,  by  the  fear  of  the  people,  to  admit  an  ele- 
ment of  popular  power  into  the  absolute  hierarchy 
of  ages — when  the  united  voices  ofall  noble  hearts 
in  the  Old  World  are  sending  up  to  the  vault  of 
heaven  a  hymn  and  a  prayer  for  the  liberation  of 
Poland,  whose  born  son,  a  chivalric  and  enthusias- 
tic champion  of  the  independence  of  his  country, 
is  now  a  suppliant  before  tliis  free  Government  for 
protection  against  the  tyranny  of  Ru=!sia! 

Will  the  living  age,  sir,  believe  this  monstrous 
paradox  of  modern  despotism  operating  in  a  free 
land?  Will  not  posterity  scout  it  as  a  falsehood, 
and  scorn  it  as  a  libel?  Must  Russia  not  only 
conquer  Poland,  subjugate,  exterminate  her  as  a 
nation,  imprison  her  heroes,  exile  her  patriots, 
execute  her  martyrs,  and  confiscate  the  property 
of  the  lone  and  helpless — but  must  she  come  here, 
into  the  very  bosom  of  freedom,  to  drag  her  Po- 
lish exiles  to  the  stake — to  proscribe  and  brand 
them?  Not  one  man  in  this  whole  nation,  who 
retains  in  his  heart  a  single  lone  throb  of  liberty, 
but  will  cry  out  against  it. 

Sir,  the  self  respect  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment is  now  implicated  in  this  measure.  The  in- 
stitutions of  our  country  are  implicated.  The 
Constitution  is  coinproinised;  our  national  fame  is 
involved  in  it.  It  appeals  to  the  self-respect  of 
our  Government  to  vindicate  the  rights  of  every 
American  citizen,  when  he  invokes  bv  a  public 
attitude  the  protection  of  the  nation.  If  he  asks 
only  for  a  known  right,  we  cannot  withhold  it.  If 
he  complain  of  a  notorious  wronsr,  we  cannot  deny 
him  redress  without  assuming  the  wrong. 

Sir,  a  free  constitution  must  never  be  allowed  to 
sink  into  a  dead  letter.  Eternal  vitality  is  its  first 
and  only  attribute.  Inert,  inactive,  passive  or  in- 
efficient, and  it  is  extinct.  Let  it  breathe  its  holy 
aspirations — let  it  speak  its  inspired  truths — let  it 
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act  out  its  consecrated  riglits,  or  it  is  ashes,  dust — 
the  worm  hath  eaten  it,  and  it  is  corruption. 

But,  sir,  not  only  have  the  rights  of"  one  party 
been  outraged  by  this  monstrous  interference,  this 
wanton  usurpation  of  power,  this  audacious  tyran- 
ny of  the  minister  of  Nicholas  of  Russia,  (Major 
Tochman  isonly  one  party  aggrieved,)  but,  through 
him,  the  heirs  of  Thaddeus  Kosciusko — a  double 
banquet  for  the  oppressors  is  presented,  by  which 
the  tyrant  of  Russia  may  "  feed  fat  the  ancient 
grudge"  he  feels  towards  Poland.  Shall  we,  the 
Congress  and  people  of  the  United  States,  become 
accessory  to  an  injustice  towards  the  heirs  of  the 
gallant  and  illustrious  Kosciusko,  whose  valiant 
conduct  on  the  battle-fields  of  the  American  Rev- 
olution, as  well  as  those  of  his  native  land,  render 
even  his  descendants  conspicuous  and  bitter  ob- 
jects of  iiatred  to  the  Russian  Autocrat?  Shall  we 
do  injustice  to  Kosciusko,  as  well  as  combine  in  a 
nefarious  wrong  towards  iVlajor  Tochman.' 

Sir,  shall  the  minister  of  a  tyrant  execute  the 
penal  laws  of  a  foreign  country  upon  an  American 
citizen  for  havini;  exposed  his  life  in  defence  of 
his  country?  This  is  exclusively  a  question  of 
national  justice  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  national 
fame  on  the  other.  To  sacrifice  either,  would  be 
to  degrade  the  country  at  the  behest  of  a  foreign 
potentate,  whose  creed  is,  that  the  people,  being 
slaves,  can  enjoy  no  rights  but  those  conceded  as 
an  act  of  grace  and  bounty  by  their  masters.  This 
may  answer  in  Russia;  but,  sir,  what  shall  we 
say,  what  shall  we  do,  when  we  behold  this  creed 
attempted  to  be  carried  out  in  the  United  States 
by  the  minister  of  the  Autocrat  of  Russia? 

Take  the  specification  of  the  letter  of  A.  de  Bo- 
disco,  in  page  .37  of  the  petition  of  MajorTochman, 
and  you  will  find  a  direct  interference  with  the 
judiciary  power  of  the  United  States  by  that  indi- 
vidual, in  a  letter  addressed  by  him  to  the  Judge 
of  the  Orjihans'  Court — N.  P.  Causin.  Now,  sir, 
we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  merits  of  the  liti- 
gation pending  between  the  heirs  of  General  Kos- 
ciusko, but  we  have  everything  to  do  with  the 
interference  of  a  foreign  minister  in  the  action  of  j 
American  counsel  before  an  Jlmerican  court.  How 
dare  A.  de  Bodisco  question  the  rights  of  a  mem- 
ber of  the  American  bar?  Did  he  forget  that  he 
was  in  the  United  States  ?  Did  he  forget  that  Major 
Tochman  was  no  longer  an  enslaved  and  conquered 
Pole,  subject  to  Russian  tyranny,  but  an  Ameri- 
can citizen,  amply  protected  by  the  American  Con- 
stitution? Did  he  forget  that  the  judicial  power  of 
a  republic  is  a  part  of  the  organized  freedom  of  the 
people,  and  that  to  attempt  to  overawe  its  decisions 
by  diplomatic  power,  was  an  outrage  on  American 
rights,  a  positive  and  highhanded  interference  in 
the  decrees  of  justice.  Behold  the  Eraperor  of 
Russia  entering  an  American  court,  and  thundering 
his  insolent  dictation  in  the  ears  of  the  judges. 
Remember,  I  quote  the  words  of  A.  de  Bodisco 
himself,  who,  advancing  up  to  the  judge,  thus  an- 
nounces his  royal  pleasure,  on  the  assumed  ground 
that  the  Emperor  of  Russia  is  the  arbiter  of  justice 
in  the  United  States,  and  not  the  judiciary  and 
laws  of  the  land: 

"In  the  mean  time,  I  would  b(^g  to  request  tliatiio  action, 
not  necrssnry  to  tlie  preservation  of  the  property  of  the 
estate,  shall  be  had,  nor  anyliiing  done  which  is  tiot  sanc- 
tioned by  the  counsclior.s  employed  by  the  Imperial  Lega- 
tion." 

Now,sir,  whatdoes  this  letteramount  to?  Why, 
that  all  the  proceeding.?  of  an  American  court  shall 
be  stayed  and  suspended  by  the  arrogant  dictation 
of  the  Emperor  of  Russia.  Is  this  the  tenure  of 
an  Ainerican  judiciary  ?  The  laws  of  nations  have 
nothing  to  do  with  our  judicial  system,  which  rests 
on  the  Con.stitution  and  Che  laws.  No  treaty  with 
a  foreign  Powcrcan  overturn  our  judiciary.  Then, 
whence  the  power  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  to 
browbeat  an  American  court,  arrest  the  current  of 
justice,  and  place  an  interdict  upon  the  proceedings 
of  the  judge?  Did  the  heirs  of  Kosciusko  apply 
to  the  Russian  Government  for  justice,  on  any  de- 
nial of  our  Government  to  award  it?  No!  We 
have  no  snch  record.  The  whole  proceedino's  in 
due  legal  form,  were  in  fidl  |iros:res.s  under  Major 
Tochman  and  his  comi)ctent  colleague,  the  honor- 
able Revcrdy  Johnson,  when  his  Russian  Majes- 
ty, like  a  true  Cossack,  rushes  into  court,  "and 
at  ilie  point  of  his  spear,  hurls  Justice  from  her 
throne! 

Tiiis  outrage  upon  American  rights  having  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  Congress,  we  have  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  givo  it  a  Bignal  rebuke,  by  the  reconsid- 


eration of  the  vote  of  yesterday,  and  the  prompt 
passage  of  the  bill. 

Stripping  the  question  of  all  its  other  and  solemn 
adjuncts,  this  intrusion  of  the  Russian  envoy  alone 
demands  the  passage  of  the  bill.  Never  let  it  go 
forth  to  the  world  as  a  theme  for  the  scorn  and 
contempt  of  all  independent  minds,  that  the  United 
States  tamely  submitted  to  Russian  interference  in 
her  courts  of  justice,  and  allowed  an  American 
citizen  to  be  trampled  on,  because  the  noble  and 
free  blood  of  Poland  flowed  in  his  chivalric  veins. 
Audacity  like  this,  if  not  resented,  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  still  more  atrocious  interference. 

Encouraged  by  our  forbearance,  emboldened  by 
our  passive  and  abject  endurance  of  the  wrong, 
what  shall  prevent  ihis  minister  from  entering  the 
very  Halls  of  Congress,  and,  by  an  interdict  of 
the  Emperor  Nicholas,  move  the  rejection  of  Ma- 
jor Tochman's  petition  ?  As  much  right  has  he  to 
do  the  one  as  the  other,  and  no  more.  The  court 
is  one  department  of  the  Government;  this  House 
is  another  department.  If  A.  de  Bodisco  has  any 
ofHcial  duty  to  perform,  he  must  discharge  it  by 
communications  with  the  Secretary  of  State.  This 
is  well  known  to  the  minister  of  the  Emperor  of 
Russia.  Then  why  did  he  enter  a  court  ofjustice, 
in  contravention  of  all  the  rights  of  nations,  of  all 
the  forms  of  comity,  of  all  the  rules  of  courtesy, 
of  all  the  principles  of  justice,  to  outrage  our  inde- 
pendence, and  insult  the  majesty  of  the  people? 
Why,  to  wreak  the  vengeance  of  the  Russian  Au- 
tocrat on  a  Polish  patriot;  to  reach  Major  Toch- 
man, whom  he  knew  to  be  far  above  his  reach,  if 
he  addressed  the  Secretary  of  State;  for  what 
American  Secretary  of  State  would  have  listened 
for  a  moment  to  any  proposition  afifecting  the  con- 
stitutional rights  of  an  American  citizen  who  hap- 
pened to  love  and  fight  in  defence  of  his  native 
land  ? 

So  far,  if  we  blush  for  our  country  that  any 
court  of  the  United  States  has  allowed  its  records 
to  be  defiled  by  such  a  letter  of  dictation  from  the 
envoy  of  any  foreign  king,  it  is  only  because  we 
have  had  no  opportunity  to  display  the  indignant 
sense  which  this  House  of  Congress  entertain  for 
the  audacious  outrage. 

At  any  moment  such  an  outrage  would  create  a 
stimulus  to  prompt  action  in  its  most  energetic 
form;  but,  at  a  crisis  like  this,  when  Poland  is 
again  arming  to  battle  for  her  independence,  we, 
the  American  people,  feel  more  than  ever  the  high 
responsibility  of  preserving  national  rights  from 
despotic  pollution. 

Sir,  what  does  this  bill  propose?  That  if  a  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States,  native  or  naturalized, 
enters  into  an  agreement  with  a  foreign  subject  or 
citizen  having  reference  to  property  within  the 
United  States,  and  if  such  agreement  be  revocable 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  party  or  parties,  and  if  the 
revocation  thereof  be  obtained  at  the  instance  of  a 
foreign  diplomatic  representative  near  this  Gov- 
ernment, from  political  motives,  that  it  shall  not 
take  effect  within  the  United  States.  This  is  the 
substance  of  the  bill,  which  is  in  perfect  accord- 
ance with  the  genius  and  spirit  of  our  institutions, 
and  ought  to  command  the  unanimous  vote  of  this 
House. 

Sir,  there  are  not  in  the  United  States  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  Poles.  They  have  remained  at  home, 
waiting  for  the  morn  of  Poland's  retribution  to 
dawn,  while  hundreds  and  thousands  of  Irishmen 
and  Germans  are  deserting  their  country  in  the 
hour  of  their  country's  peril.  When  tkeij,  like  the 
Poles,  remain  at  home  to  fight  for  freedom,  the 
sympathies  of  my  nature  shall  circle  around  them, 
but  not  till  then. 

Sir,  it  is  true  we  would  that  "  an  ocean  of  fire 
were  between  us  and  the  Old  World;"  but,  as 
Native  Americans,  so  far  from  disfranchising,  we 
are  as  ready  as  either  of  the  two  old  parties  to  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  the  naturalized  American  citizen; 
we  would  extend  to  him  every  civil  and  religious 
privilege;  but  we  would  arrest  his  unholy  hand 
when  he  attempts  to  pollute  and  control  our  ballot- 
boxes.  We  desire  to  extend  an  existing  law,  or, 
if  we  could,  make  birthright  in  all  future  time  the 
basis  of  American  suffrage. 

1  stand  where  I  stood  years  ago,  defending  the 
rights  not  only  of  the  native-born,  but  of  the  natu- 
ralized American  citizen.  Major  Tochman  is 
anxious  to  return  to  liis  native  land,  to  peril  his 
life  once  more  in  its  defence.  He  is  anxious  to 
return  with  a  reputation  as  unspotted  as  that  with 
which  ha  came.     He  desires  to  revisit  the  scenes 


of  his  boyhood,  to  renew  the  recollections  of  by- 
gone days — kneeling  v/here  he  once  knelt,  at  the 
shrine  of  a  breathing  image,  and  hearing  from  the 
pale  lips  of  a  mother  the  words  of  everlasting  life. 
But,  sir,  Russia  has  determined  upon  his  destruc- 
tion! — Russia,  who  has  evoked  the  execration"of 
Europe!— Russia,  who  is  the  champion  of  the  cru- 
sade against  human  freedom  and  human  rights  ! — 
Russia,  whose  perfidy  to  Greece  and  criielty  to 
Poland  has  gathered  around  her  the  wrath  of  the 
universal  world  ! 

Sir,  I  trust  the  House  will  reconsider  the  vote, 
and  refer  this  subject  to  a  select  committee.  Whigs 
and  Democrats  who  court  the  foreign  vote  have 
now  an  opportunity  to  protect  a  defenceless,  exiled 
patriot;  they  have  an  opportunity  to  show  that  they 
are  sincere  in  their  professions  of  friendship  to  our 
naturalized  citizens,  and  ready  to  protect  them 
against  the  unjust  interference  of  foreign  despots. 
Sir,  the  test  has  come  at  last;  and  while  the  Native 
Americans  scorn  the  thought  of  courting  foreign 
votes,  they  will  point  to  the  action  of  the  House 
this  day  to  prove  that  in  tlieir  hands  the  rights  of 
the  naturalized  citizen,  as  well  as  the  rights  of  their 
own  children,  will  be  amply  protected  and  fearlessly 
defended. 

Mr.  SIMS  asked  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
while  he  presented  the  true  state  of  the  case.  He 
did  not  propose  to  discuss  the  present  posture  of 
affairs  in  Europe,  nor  the  state  of  certain  judicial 
questions  in  this  District  between  conflicting  pow- 
ers of  attorney  for  the  settlement  of  the  estate  of 
Kosciusko.  The  bill,  whose  reference  it  is  pro- 
posed to  reconsider  and  change,  arose,  as  he  un- 
derstood, out  of  the  distribution  of  General  Kosci- 
usko's estate,  in  the  courts  of  this  District. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  wished  to  correct  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  as  to  a  matter  of  fact. 
The  bill  which  he  proposed  to  refer  had  nothing 
at  all  to  do  with  the  controversy  of  Major  Toch- 
man and  the  Russian  minister,  but  solely  referred 
to  a  question  of  international  law,  and  was  intended 
to  have  nothing  to  do  with  this  affair. 

Mr.  SIMS  undertook  to  hazard  the  opinion  that 
the  reference  already  ordered  was  the  appropriate 
and  becoming  reference.  This  bill  grew  out  of  the, 
distribution  of  Kosciusko's  estate;  and  no  matter 
how  diversified  or  how  simple  the  questions  pro- 
posed to  be  submitted  might  be,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  was  the  proper  committee  to  examine 
them.  Whait  were  they,  as  explained  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio — the  mover  of  the  bill — but 
questions  as  to  the  revision  of  our  naturalization 
laws  ? 

And  here  he  must  differ  entirely  with  his  friend 
from  Ohio  in  reference  to  the  position  of  our  Gov- 
ernment upon  the  first  proposition  which  was  asked 
to  be  considered  and  decided  upon  by  Congress. 
If  there  was  a  fundamental  proposition  declared 
in  the  Constitution,  it  was  the  doctrine  of  expa- 
triation. Congress  was  expressly  authorized  by 
that  instrument  "to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of 
naturalization  " — thus  clearly  asserting  the  right  of 
the  foreigner  to  throw  off  his  allegiance,  and  be- 
come a  citizen  of  this  country;  and  the  action  of 
Congress  under  that  provision  of  the  Constitution 
had  been  to  require,  in  the  act  of  naturalization,  a 
renunciation  of  all  allegiance  to  all  foreign  princes, 
powers,  and  potentates  whatever,  and  especially 
to  the  prince  or  potentate  within  whose  dominions 
the  individual  seeking  citizenship  was  born.  The 
exercise  of  this  constitutional  power  by  Congress, 
in  the  act  making  "an  uniform  rule  of  naturaliza- 
tion," had  been  no  bare  declaration  on  our  part. 
Whenever  a  question  had  arisen  in  our  history 
involving  the  truth  of  the  doctrine,  the  principle 
had  been  asserted  and  firmly  maintained  by  our 
Government.  Under  the  guidance  of  this  prin- 
ciple, thus  declared  as  a  fundamental  law,  and 
thus  carried  out  practically  in  the  action  of  Con- 
gress, when,  in  the  war  of  1812,  a  British  General 
threatened  to  execute  as  a  traitor  a  prisoner  taken 
in  arms  under  the  American  flag,  who  was  charged 
to  be  a  native-born  subject  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  what  was  the  response  of  Mr.  Madison? 
It  was  no  abstract  declaration;  it  was  on  a  point 
made  in  the  midst  of  arms  and  the  personal  dan- 
gers of  the  soldier.  Substantially,  this  was  his 
response:  For  every  Ainerican  soldier,  no  matter 
if  born  within  the  allegiance  of  the  King  of  Great 
Brita.in,  which  you  shiill  execute,  I  will  cause  ten 
British  prisoners  to  be  executed  under  the  lex  tali- 
onis.  And  there  the  subject  rested;  for  he  had  the 
power  of  performing  his  threat.     As  extreme  and 
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cruel  as  appeared  the  policy  indicateJ,  th«  n«ces- 
S4ty  of  the  occasion  demanded  it,  no  less  than  con- 
siderations of  clemency.  The  President,  standing 
upon  the  known  and  recognized  doctrines  of  the 
Government — the  very  fundamental  law  of  the 
land — thus  announced,  and  was  prepared  to  main- 
tain, his  intention;  and  the  British  authorities 
qyailed  before  its  assertion,  and  no  military  execu- 
tion took  place. 

Here,  then,  was  the  asserted  and  recognized 
doctrine  which  this  Government  was  supposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  never  to  have  sufficiently 
declared.  He  objected  entirely  lo  taking  any  ac- 
tion which  would  go  to  throw  doubt  upon  the 
position  of  the  Government  on  this  subject,  as 
uniformly  declared  and  from  the  first  maintained. 
If  now  we  were  to  commence  with  abstract  paper 
declarations  on  a  subject  which  had  been  thus 
settled ,  in  the  midst  of  arms  and  of  personal  danger 
to  our  soldiers  in  the  field,  by  the  strong  action  of 
our  Government  in  the  cases  made  as  they  arose, 
we  might  well  apprehend  the  inefficiency  of  such 
declarations,  or,  if  productive  of  any  result  at  all, 
might  well  fear  their  tendency  to  weaken  the  force 
of  our  former  action. 

But,  it  was  said,  there  were  other  principles 
which  were  collateral,  and  flowed  from  this  doc- 
trine of  expatriation — the  denial  of  the  ri^ht  -of 
search  and  of  impressment — and  that  we  ought  to 
make  a  Congressional  declaration  of  these.  These 
principles  required  no  new  declaration.  Why, 
every  school-boy  in  the  country  knew  that  the  war 
of  1812  had  for  one  of  its  principal  causes  the  con- 
trariety of  opinion  existing  on  these  subjects,  be- 
tween this  Government  and  that  of  Great  Britain. 
Our  doctrine  was  that  of  "  free  trade  and  sailors' 
rights;"  not  the  right  of  native-born  sailors  only, 
but  of  every  sailor  who  stood  under  the  American 
flag;  it  being  the  flag  which  determined,  not  only 
the  character  of  the  cargo,  but  of  those  who  sailed 
under  it.  This  doctrine  of  the  non-impressment 
of  American  seamen,  whether  native-born  or  natu- 
r^alized,  was  vindicated  in  that  glorious  war;  and 
though  the  question  was  waived  in  the  treaty  of 
Ghent,  which  terminated  the  hostilities  in  that  con- 
troversy, yet  it  was  practically  settled,  and  the 
enforcement  of  their  adverse  claims  by  the  British 
Government  had  been  abandoned  from  that  day  to 
this.  Though  on  paper  that  question  was  waived, 
upon  the  high  seas,  the  dominion,  the  tyranny  of 
Great  Britain,  in  this  regard,  had  been  abandoned, 
and  so  it  always  would  be. 

We  might  make  declarations,  as  many  as  we 
pleased,  but  unless  we  had  armies,  and  navies,  and 
physical  strength,  and  natural  courage  to  execute 
and  enforce  them,  they  were  mere  brutum  fulmen. 
But  when,  as  was  the  case  with  the  United  States, 
the  povver  of  the  country  was  demonstrated,  when 
Us  abihty  to  defend  itself  was  manifested,  when 
liberty  and  life  were  hedged  in  and  defended  from 
foreign  aggression  by  bristling  bayonets,  borne  by 
strong  arms,  guided  by  brave  and  patriotic  hearts, 
then  a  practical  declaration  in  a  case  made  would 
be  respected,  and  not  till  then.  He  respected  all 
those  philanthropic  men  who,  dreaming  in  their 
dosets,  applauded  peace.  But,  while  he  respected 
their  doctrines  of  peace  as  humane,  and  tending  to 
advance  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  nations 
when  practically  applicable,  he  must  be  permitted 
to  dissent  from  their  denunciations  of  all  war. 
When  war  was  just  and  necessary,  no  country 
could  safely  decline  i*,  no  matter  how  unpleasant 
the  duty  of  its  prosecution;  and  those  who  de- 
nounced such  a  war  were  really  the  sappers  and 
miners— the  very  destroyers  of  peace.  There  could 
be  no  security,  no  peace,  unless  sustained  and  pro- 
tected by  the  power  of  the  nation,  manifested  either 
in  the  accumulated  form  of  national  character,  ac- 
quired by  past  achievements,  or  in  the  exhibition 
of  subsisting  ability  to  defend  its  rights. 

The  Greeks,  in  their  mythology,  most  beauti- 
fully symbolized  great  truths.  To  the  statesman, 
nothing  can  be  more  beautifully  poetic,  and  at  the 
same  time  more  practically  truthful,  than  the  char- 
acter of  Minerva,  springing,  full-grown  and  in 
armor,  from  the  brain  of  Jupiter.  Here  is  illus- 
trated the  true  origin  of  a  State,  and  the  philosophy 
of  its  continuance  in  peace  and  prosperity :  it 
springs  from  wisdom  in  council — from  the  brain  of 
Jupiter — is  full-grown  and  in  armor — it  asserts  its 
equahly  with  other  States,  and  its  ability  to  main- 
tain it.  Such  was  the  guardian  divinity  of  Athens, 
the  symbol  of  a  State;  and,  though  born  in  arms, 
she  yet  delighted  in  the  olive.    The  olive  was  best 


planted  and  tended  in  peace;  yet  in  peace  she  still 
wore  her  armor.  Were  he  a  painter,  he  would 
represent  the  Genius  of  Liberty  in  this  country  in 
a  beautiful  form,  the  perfect  imbodiment  in  anima- 
tion and  patriotism  of  that  nation-stirring  air  of 
Yankee  Doodle:  in  time  of  war,  in  full  panoply 
herself,  she  should  be  surrounded  with  bayonets 
and  armed  men,  marshaled  for  the  conflict:  in 
time  of  peace,  still  in  armor  herself,  as  symboliz- 
ing the  perpetual  existence  of  national  courage  and 
character — those  accompaniments  of  war  should 
be  placed  further  in  the  back  ground,  and  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  exhibit  an  ability,  with  readiness,  to 
call  them  into  action,  rather  than  the  idea  of  a 
constant  military  preparation — in  a  word,  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  illustrate  the  American  idea  of  a 
citizen-soldier;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  advice 
of  Washington,  "in  time  of  peace  preparre  for 
war."  This  was  the  protection  of  the  country  in 
peace  or  war.  No  abstract  declaration  of  opinion 
would  diffuse  a  knowledge  or  a  respect  for  our 
rights:  it  was  the  power  of  defence  alone  which 
could  effect  such  a  result.  When  General  Davie, 
our  minister  to  the  court  of  France  at  the  time  of 
Bonaparte's  consulship,  commenced  to  talk  of  the 
law  of  nations,  the  First  Consul  replied,  that  it 
was  all  bagatelle;  that  the  law  of  nations  depended 
on  the  ability  of  a  nation  to  defend  its  pretensions; 
and,  though  Great  Britain  had  never  had  the  bold- 
ness to  assert  the  same  doctrine,  yet  on  every 
question,  on  land  or  sea,  she  had  practically  as- 
sumed the  same  position.  The  doctrine  of  im- 
pressment had  been  abandoned,  because  we  had 
the  power  to  drive  her  from  this  position,  and 
make  her  yield  to  our  demands. 
"  As  to  the  doctrine  of  search,  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  was  mistaken  in  supposing  that  it  entirely 
affiliated  itself  to  the  doctrine  of  expatriation — a 
voluntary  abandonment  of  the  rights  of  citizenship 
in  one's  native  country.  The  last  time  this  doc- 
trine was  brought  up  in  discussion  by  the  nego- 
tiators between  this  country  and  Great  Britain,  it 
was  asserted  on  a  very  different  principle — on  the 
principle  of  suppressing  piracy.  It  was  maintained 
by  the  British  negotiator,  that  as  Congress,  equally 
with  the  British  Government,  had  abolished  the 
slave  trade,  and  declared  that  American  seamen 
engaged  therein  were  pirates,  the  British  armed 
vessels,  according  to  the  law  of  nations,  had  aright 
to  make  search  of  any  ships  found  floating  on  the 
seas,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  they  contained 
the  contraband  articles,  and  whether  the  crews  were 
in  fact  pirates.  This  was  asserted  by  Lord  Ash- 
burton.  The  question,  too,  was  waived  in  the  ne- 
gotiation. It  did  not  become  him  to  speak  of  the 
wisdom  or  the  impropriety  of  the  principles  on 
which  the  question  was  settled;  suffice  it,  that  our 
Government,  denying  this  right  of  search,  never- 
theless, in  execution  of  the  act  of  Congress  abol- 
ishing the  slave-trade,  stipulated  to  keep  up  a 
sufficient  fleet  in  the  African  seas  to  supervise  and 
control  our  merchantmen  in  those  seas.  That  was 
the  way  the  question  was  evaded;  and  the  discus- 
sion of  it  proceeded  on  entirely  different  principles 
from  that  on  which  the  gentleman  seemed  to  con- 
sider it  founded,  and  into  which  he  wished  to 
inquire. 

]3(it  while  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  thus  sought 
to  give  jurisdiction  to  a  special   committee,  or  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign   Affairs,  for  the  pur- 
poses avowed  by  him,  should  they  shut  their  eyes 
to  the  speech  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  Levin]?    Was  it  not  a  recital  of  the  case  of 
Major  Tochman,  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States?    And  was  not  a  declaration  of  opinion 
In  this  bill  sought  to  be  drawn  from  Congress,  to 
affect  the  judicial  proceedings  now  pending  before 
the  courts  of  this  District?    The  gentleman  from  j 
Pennsylvania  had  told  them  that  a  change  of  venue  [ 
was  desired.     The  gentleman  ought  to  know  that  j 
no  change  of  venue  could  be  made;  that  it  had  ; 
been  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  j 
States,  upon  solemn  and  able  argument,  that  the  I 
citizens  of  this   District  were  not  citizens  of  the 
States  of  this  Union''in  that  sense  which  the  Con- 
stitution contemplated  in  giving  jurisdiction  to  the  j 
courts  of  the  United  States  of  cases  arising  between 
the  citizens  of  different  States;  and  that  the  citizens 
of  this  District   could  not  sue  or  be  sued  in  the  I 
adjoining  circuit  of  Maryland  or  Virginia,  or  in  ! 
any   other  of  the   courts   of  the   United    States.  ! 
Connected,  then,  with   the  practical  question,  it 
was  strictly  a  judicial  question,  and  proper  to  be 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 


Taking  it,  however,  in  the  other  view  as  a  mere 
declaration  of  abstract  opinion,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee was  the  proper  one.  Was  he  to  be  told 
now,  for  the  first  time^  that  the  laws  of  nations 
were  no  part  of  the  laws  of  this  land  ?  The  con- 
ventional lav/s  of  nations — treaties — next  to  the 
Constitution,  were  the  supreme  law  of  the  land. 
They  stood  on  an  equal  footing  v/ith  the  acts  of 
Congress.  The  very  first  position  assumed  by 
our  old  Congress,  after  the  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence, was  the  declaration  that  the  law  of  na- 
tions, as  known  to  the  civilized  Ppwers  of  Europe, 
was  the  law  of  the  land  in  reference  to  our  inter- 
course with  foreign  Governments;  incorporating, 
therefore,  by  our  declaration,  the  laws  of  nations 
as  a  part  of  the  general  laws  of  the  land  so  far  as 
our  citizens  were  concerned.  If  there  ever  was  a 
question  which  belonged  peculiarly,  in  Its  intrica- 
cies and  connection  with  the  practice  and  decis- 
ions of  our  courts,  as  well  as  the  practice  and 
legislation  of  our  Government  upon  this  highly  im- 
portant subject,  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  con- 
structed as  it  was  in  reference  to  the  knowledge  of 
its  members  on  such  questions,  this  was  the  ques- 
tion. 

He  protested,  therefore,  against  raising  a  special 
committee  at  this  time  to  consider  questions  that 
were  fundamentally  settled,  that  had  been  acted 
on  both  by  Congress  and  the  Executive.  He  pro- 
tested against  sending  a  question  which  so  appro- 
priately belonged  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  to 
any  other  committee;  and  he  equally  protested 
against  it  in  contemplation  of  the  object  indicated 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  object 
being  to  affect  a  question  pending  in  the  courts  for 
adjudication. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded;  and  the  main  question  was 
ordered,  viz:  Will  the  House  reconsider  the  said 
vote?  It  was  decided  by  tellers,  and  there  were 
ayes  56,  noes  57. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  raised  a  question  of 
order.  He  contended  that  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen members  did  not  constitute  a  quorum  of  the 
whole  House.  Two  members  had  been  elected  to 
represent  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  one  of  whom 
had  appeared  and  been  this  morning  sworn  in  and 
taken  his  seat,  and  the  other  was  on  his  way. 
Counting  these  two  members,  the  .House  would 
consist  of  230  members;  It  would  of  course  take 
116  to  make  a  quorum. 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  he  had  been  informed 
by  the  Clerk  that  114  were  a  quorum. 

The  Clerk,  being  permitted  to  explain,  said 
that,  including  the  two  members  from  Wisconsin, 
there  would  be  230  members;  but  there  were  three 
vacancies  to  be  deducted.  This  being  done,  114 
would  constitute  a  quorum. 

Mr.  JONES  denied  that  the  vacant  districts 
were  to  be  deducted. 

The  CHAIR  was  understood  to  state.it  as  his 
own  opinion,  that  If  this  were  an  original  question, 
the  Chair  might  insist  that  gentlemen  from  a  new 
State  were  not  entitled  to  their  seats  unless  their 
election  had  taken  place  not  only  after  the  actual 
admission  of  the  new  Sjate  into  the  Union,  but  also 
after  that  admission  had  been  officially  notified  to 
the  authorities  of  the  State  and  the  notification 
received.  But,  in  the  existing  case,  one  member 
from  Wisconsin  having  been  already  admitted,  he 
should  rule  that  114  did  not  constitute  a  quorum, 
and  of  course  that  the  question  was  not  yet  settled, 
no  quorum  having  voted. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  suggested  that  there  be 
a  new  count. 

The  CH^AIR  said  this  could  only  be  had  by 
general  consent. 

Mr.  DUER  contended  that  the  vacant  districts 
ought  not  to  be  included  in  determining  the  num- 
ber of  which  the  House  consisted,  and  that  none 
ought  to  be  taken  into  the  account  but  those  ac- 
tually elected  and  returned. 
The  CHAIR  ruled  otherwise. 
A  new  count  was  then  permitted,  and  resulted 
as  follows:  Ayes  78,  noes  (iG. 

So  the  question  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 
Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  objected  to  the  debate 
which  had  taken  place  as  foreign  to  the  business 
before  the  House;  but,  lest  by  the  most  distant 
analoo-y  it  might  possibly  be  held  as  relevant,  he 
woulcf  offer  a" few  words  in  reply. 

He  insisted  that  there  was  not  a  nation  on  this 
earth  in  which  the  rights  of  individuals,  whether 


822 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


June  8, 


native  or  naturalized,  were  better  protected  than 
they  were  l>y  tlie  Consiitiition  find  laws  of  these 
United  Stales,  this  hisfhly-favorcd  iiuid,  vfhich  was 
becoininiT  the  resort  of  ihc  oppressed  from  all  quar-- 
ters  of  the  world.  Yet  tliey  were  told  by  the 
penileman  from  Pennsylvania  and  the  gentleman 
from  Oh:o,  [Messrs.  Levis  and  Cummins,]  that 
our  Constitution  and  laws  were  insufficient  to  pro- 
tect a  naturalized  citizen  from  the  oppression  of  a 
foreign  Government  and  her  diplomatic  represent- 
ative. Let  liim  tell  those  gentlemen  and  all  others, 
that  the  humblest  straw-built  shed  upon  our  soil 
•was  a  protection  to  its  inhabitant  against  all  the 
foreign  despots  of  the  world.  So  f.iras  the  amplest 
protection  of  the  rights  of  all  our  citizens  was  con- 
cerned, no  further  legislation  at  all  was  needed. 
Thejf  had  it  in  perfection  already.  Every  Ameri- 
can, whether  native  or  naturalized,  enjoyed  the 
amplest  intimunity  against  the  tyranny  of  all  the 
world. 

The  question  before  the  House  was  a  question 
of  reference  purely. 

The  second  section  of  the  bill  undertook  to  settle 
whether  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stales 
should  or  should  not  have  jurisdiction  in  certain 
cases.  Now,  was  not  a  question  like  this  most 
clearly  and  obviously  a  question  for  the  Com-nittce 
on  the  Judiciary  .>  So  i'ar  as  he  was  personally 
concerned,  he  had  not  cared  one  farthing  whether 
the  bill  went  to  his  own  committee  or  to  any  other; 
but  when  the  bill  had  actually  been  referred  to 
them,  and  an  attempt  was  made  to  take  it  away 
from  their  jurisdiction,  it  became  his  duty  to  show 
that  it  was  one  which  leijitimately  belonged  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  that  committee. 

He  argued  this  from  the  face  of  the  bill,  not  from 
the  speeches  which  had  been  made  in  support  of 
its  reference  to  a  select  committee.  Matters  had 
been  introduced  into  those  speeches  which  did  not 
appear  on  the  face  of  the  bill,  and  were  not  legiti- 
mately connected  vvith  the  question  of  reference. 
If  it  was  true,  as  alleged,  that  the  district  judges  of 
the  court  in  this  District  had  violated  their  duty, 
they  were  impeachable,  and  ought  to  be  impeached. 
If  Major  Tochman  would  apply  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  that  officer  would  most  assuredly  do  his 
duty  in  the  premises.  A  foreign  minister,  come 
he  from  what  court  he  might,  who  should  dare  to 
attempt  to  perp.etrate  oppression  here  on  an  Amer- 
ican citizen,  native  or  naturalized,  would  be  or- 
dered out  of  the  country  in  half  an  hour. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  was  understood  to  say  that 
application  had  been  made  to  the  Secretary,  but 
without  effect. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  observed  that  if  that  were 
so,  and  the  Secretary  refused  to  do  his  duty,  the 
Secretary  himself  was  liable  to  impeachment:  and 
the  liability  went  still  higher,  for  the  President 
who  should  neglect  or  refuse  to  act  in  such  a  case, 
would  in  like  manner  become  impeachable. 

Mr.  PETTIT  was  understood  to  suggest  that 
possibly  the  Secretary's  course  was  attributable  to 
Ignorance. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  said  that  still  Major  Toch- 
rnan's  remedy  was  against  the  Secretary,  and  not 
in  any  alieration  of  our  natu.ralization  laws. 

Mr.  LEVliN'  here  referred  to  a  letter  of  Mr. 
Eodisco,  which  slated  that,  owinj  to  Major  Toch- 
man's  political  oflences  against  the  Russian  Gov- 
ernment, the  Emperor  could  not  recognize  him  as 
the  attorney  for  Kosciusko's  heirs,  and  therefore 
Mr.  Bodisco  asked  that  other  attorneys  might  be 
appointed.  Was  not  this  an  oppressive  inter- 
ference with  the  rights  of  a  naturalized  American 
citizen.' 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  said  that  was  Mr.  Bodisco's 
own  affair;  he  knew  nothing  about  it;  he  knew 
only  what  this  bill  was;  to  this  he  confined  his 
argument;  and  from  the  face  of  the  bill  it  was  most 
obvious  that  its  proper  reference  was  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary.  A  desultory  conversation 
here  took  place,  in  which  Messrs.  J  R  INGER- 
SOLL, CUMMINS,  and  PETTIT  took  part, 
which  was  ended  by  Mr.  WHITE'S  demanding 
the  previous  question. 

The  House  seconded  the  call,  and  the  bill,  by  a 
vote  of  yeas  and  nays,  was  au'ain  rel'enxd  to  the 
Committee  on  the_  Judiciary :  Yeus  Hi,  nays  64. 

PATENTS. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  called  up  the  motion  he  made 

some  days  since,  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 

was  paused  the  "bill   to  provide  for  applications 

for  the  renewal  of  patent  rights  in  certain  casea." 


The  question  was  put  on  reconsidering  said  vote, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COLLAMER,  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  was 
also  reconsidered. 

The  bill  then  beins:  before  the  House — 

Mr.  COLLAMER  moved  to  amend  the  same  by 
addiii?,  at  the  end  of  the  bill,  the  following; 

And  all  persons  wlin  shall,  after  such  explr.Ttlon,  and  he- 
foro  such  i-.xleiision,  have  iimiiiifacturcd  or  put  in  use  any 
iimcliiiieor  ••(•ompn^itiDii  ol'iuullei"  secured  by  such  p.itent, 
their  executors,  adiiiinislrators,  or  assigns,  may  continue 
the  use  of  said  machine,  or  "  composition  of  mailer,"  actu- 
ally m  ide  during  the  period  for  and  durin'r  said  extended 
term,  hut  no  one  shall  make  or  put  in  use  any  such  maciiiiie 
or  co;np'isition  after. -uch  retieual. 

And  if  any  poison  shall,  bi-fure  such  renewal,  or  within 
eighteen  months  before  said  e.».piratiou,  have  madr-  prepara- 
liotis  specially  for  m  inufacturingsuch  machine  or  "compo- 
sition of  matter,"  hi  may  proceed  in  the  same  and  carry  on 
tiie  said  manufacture  durin?  said  extended  term,  on  .-inch 
terms  as  he  and  thi'  patentee  may  ai'ree  upon,  or  as  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  of  the  district  where  such 
per-on  so  desiring  to  proceed  in  such  manufacture  resides, 
on  a  peiition  of  sucli  person,  to  be  filed  within  one  year  from 
the  date  of  such  extension,  shall  direct,  which  said  court 
are  hereby  directed  and  authorized  to  do. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bi'l 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and,  being  engrossed,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
for  concurrence. 

Mr.  HENLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was  read 
anii  agreed  to: 

Resoh-erJ,  Tliat  ten  thousand  copies  extra  of  the  report  on 
the  subject  of  the  iiiiporta;ioii  ofalnlterated  drags  and  med- 
icines be  printed  for  liio  use  of  this  House. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  VINTOiN^  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union* 

The  vote  being  taken,  there  were  ayes  51,  noes 
31 — not  a  r^nonim. 

Mr.  PETTIT  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas 
20,  nays  125. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr, 
Tii0MPS0>r,  of  Indiana,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumet] 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1S48. 

Mr.  PETTIT,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
declined  to  proceed,  and  it  was  obtained  by 

Mr,  KAUFMAN,  who  occupied  the  allotted 
hour  in  a  prepared  speech  in  defence  of  the  course 
of  the  present  Administration  relative  to  the  Me.x- 
ican  war,  his  argument  being  directed  mainly  to 
the  point,  that  the  territory  of  Texas  at  the  time  of 
annexation  extended  to  the  Ri<i  Grande.  [This 
speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  PETTIT  again  obtained  the  floor,  and,  on 
his  motion,  the  committee  rose  and  reported. 

Mr,  GREEN,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  various  memorials  to  es- 
tablish an  additional  land  office  in  Missouri,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  establish  an  additional  land  office 
in  the  Slate  of  Missouri.     Read  twice. 

Mr.  GREEN  stated  that  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  [Mr.  Collamer] 
had  examined  the  bill,  and  was  not  unfavorable  to 
its  passage,  and  he  hoped  that  the  House  would 
suffer  it  to  pass  at  this  time. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  that  the  bill  might  be  very 
proper  and  very  just,  but  he  did  not  approve  of 
putting  bills  so  fast  through  the  House;  it  estab- 
lished a  bad  precedent.  Mr.  V.  moved  the  com- 
mitment of  the  bill.  Before  the  question  was 
taken  — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina, 
it  was  ordered -that  when  the  House  adjourns,  it 
adjourn  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  nine  o'clock. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  asked  leave  to 
offer  a  resolution  providing  that  on  and  after  Mon- 
day ne.xi,  no  member  shall  occupy  more  than  twen- 
ty minutes  in  debate  on  any  of  the  appropriation 
bills  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Objected  to,  and  not  received. 

And  then  the  House  ailjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  June  5,  1848. 
The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  pre- 
sented and  appro|)riat.ely  referred: 

By  Mr.  CLARKE:     Resolutions  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Rhode  Island  in  favor  of  abol- 


ishing slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  an 
act  for  the  immediate  removal  of  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment to  some  free  Stale. 

By  Mr.  BORLAND:  From  citizens  of  Arkan- 
sas in  favor  of  purchasing  Mount  Vernon  by  the 
General  Government. 

By  Mr.  BENTON:  From  citiz-ns  of  Cape 
Girardeau,  Missouri,  in  favor  of  the  location  of  a 
Western  Armory  at  that  place. 

By  Mr.  DOWNS:  From  R.  W.  Richardson, 
asking  confirmation  of  a  tract  of  land. 

REPORTS   FROM  COMMITTE-ES. 

By  Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  without  amendment.  House  bill  to 
attach  a  yiortion  of  the  Northwestern  Land  District 
of  Louisiana  to  the  district  west  of  Red  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,  the  bill  was  con- 
sidered in  Committee  of  the  Whole  by  unanimous 
consent,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  medical  corps  of  the  navy  of  the  United  Stales; 
which  was  read  a  third  lime  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  he  authorized 
to  contract  for  lilhoirrnphinir  and  printing  20,OjO  copies  of  J. 
C.  Fremont's  map  of  Oregon  and  L'aliibrnia,  reduced  frons 
the  originals  according  to  the  projection  to  be,  furnished  by 
the  said  .1.  C.  Fremont. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate 
the  ^alrIe  niimbrfr  of  copies  of  J.  C.  Fremont's  geographicaf 
memoir  on  fjpp  t  California,  the  niiiiiusciipt  and  printingof 
said  memoir  to  be  subject  to  the  revision  aud  correction  of 
iheaiitlior. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  poat- 
pone  the  previous  orders,  and  take  up  the  bill  to 
carry  into  effect  certain  jirovisions  in  the  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  China  and  the  Otto- 
man Porte,  giving  certain  jurlicial  powers  to  min- 
isters and  consuls  of  the  United  States  in  those 
countries. 

After  a  brief  colloquy,  in  which  Messrs.  DA- 
VIS of  Massachusetts,  BUTLER,  ar>d  WEST- 
COTT,  took  part,  the  question  was  taken  by  yeas- 
and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  negative, as  follows: 

YEAS^Messrs.  Atchison,  Alherton,  Badaer,  Baldwin, 
Berrien,  Butler,  Oavis  of  Mus>achusells,  Downs,  Hunter, 
Miller,  Niles,  Sturgeon,  Underwood,  Upham,  and  Webster 
—15. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  norland,  Bradbury,  Breese,  Cal- 
houn, Cameron,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Dickinson, 
Di.x,  Felch,  Lewis,  Rusk,  Sebastian,  Turney,  VVestcott,  and 
Yulee— 17. 

Mr.  BADGER  then  moved  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  resolution  submitted  by  him 
relating  to  the  printing  of  20,000  copies  of  a  certain 
portion  of  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pat- 
ents, on  which  some  debate  ensued;  but  before  any 
question  was  taken,  the  Senate  adjourned  to  Thurs- 
day. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  June  6,  1848. 
Pursuant  to  its  order  of  yesterday,  the  House 
met  at  nine  o'clock. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read,  the 
House  adjourned  until  Friday  next. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  June  8,  1848. 

The  reading  of  the  Journal  was  dispensed  with, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  MANGUM,  and  tlie  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  bu.si- 
ness.  After  a  short  time,  the  doors  were  reopened; 
when 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  the  petition  of  Gas- 
pard  Tochman,  praying  for  the  passage  of  an 
act  authorizing  a  change  of  the  venue  of  certain 
suits  now  pending  before  the  United  States  district 
court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  the  United 
Stales  district  court  of  Maryland. 

iMr.  CALHOUN  presented  the  petition  of  Maria 
Caldwell  Robertson,  rei>resentative  of  James  Cald- 
well, deceased,  praying  the  payment  of  certain  out- 
standing loan  office  certificates. 

Mr.PEARCE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  the  following  joint 
resolution,  which  was  read  a  first  time: 
A  RESOLUTION  to  authorize  and  reiiuire  a  renewal  of  a 
contract  for  carrying  the  uitiil. 

Be  it  resolved,  .Vc,  That  tlie  Postmaster  General  he,  and 
he  is  l)errl)y,  authorized  and  refpiired  to  renew  the  engage- 
ment heretofore  existing  for  the  Iran- portalion  of  the  great 
southern  and  northern  nwiil  by  the  Richniund,  Fredericks- 
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burif,  and  Potomac  Railroad  and  Steamboat  Company,  at 
B  price  not  greater  than  tliat  which  was  paid  by  the  pres- 
ent Postmaster  General  for  the  transportation  of  said  mail 
up  to  the  month  of  July,  1847. 

Mr.  MA.SON,  froni  the  Joint  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  a  bill  aiithorizing  the  purchase 
and  publication  of  the  papers  ijind  manuscripts  of 
the  late  Thomas  Jefferson;  which  was  read  a  first 
time. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
roiitee  on  Pensions,  reported,  without  amendment, 
the  following  House  bills: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hannah  Yarrington. 

Anact  for  the  relief  of  Anna  Griffin,  of  Wyoming 
county,  New  York. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Ruth  Hallenback. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eliza  A.  Mellen. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  H.  Wilson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Amos  Ball. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Maurice  R.  Simmons. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  N.  Halsted. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Farnham. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Flanegan. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Gott. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Catharine  Hoifman. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Pike. 

An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Gideon  A.  Perry. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Taylor. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Henry  W.  Thompson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Haup. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  payment 
of  navy  pensions  for  the  year  ending  30th  June, 
1849. 

A  joint  resolution  relative  to  evidence  in  appli- 
cations for  pensions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  the  same  com- 
mittee was  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Ramsey;  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  W.  Butler;  and  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  concerning- papers  filed 
by  Mary  Cassin,  in  her  application  for  a  pension; 
and  they  were  respectively  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  the  following  bills,  which  were 
read  a  first  time: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charity  Herrington;  aud 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  L.  Wigens. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned  till  Monday. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  June  9,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Tuesday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Mason  C.  Darling,  a  Representative  from 
the  State  of  Wisconsin,  appeared  this  day,  was 
sworn  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  took  a  seat  in  the  House. 
PRIVATE    CALENDAR. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  regular  order  of  business,  being  the  consider- 
ation of  private  business.  The  bills  for  the  relief 
of  Peter  Schaffer,  and  for  the  relief  of  William  De 
Buys,  late  postmaster  at  New  Orleans,  which  had 
been  laid  over  from  last  week,  were  severally  an- 
nounced by  the  Chair  as  the  business  first  in  order; 
and  the  gentlemen  having  charge  of  the  same  not 
being  present,  they  were  again  informally  laid 
over. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  as  the  next 
question  in  order,  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
Senate  bill  directing  tlse  proper  officers  of  the  treas- 
ury to  settle  the  claim  of  Joseph  Nourse  was  passed 
by  the  House.  The  member  who  made  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  said  bill  was 
passed  not  being  at  the  moment  in  his  seat,  it  was 
informally  passed  over. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  private  calendar. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  said,  in  order  to 
ascertain  if  members  enough  were  present  compe- 
tent to  do  business,  he  asked  for  tellers. 

They  were  ordered,  and,  on  a  count,  there  were 
ayes  7L  noes  1.5 — not  a  quorum. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  follovvia^  memorials  and  petitions  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois:  Tlie  petition  of  sundry  citi- 
zens of  Randolph  county,  Illinois,  atid  of  Perry  county,  Mis- 
souri, prai'ing  the  eBlablislimeiit  of  a  mail  route  from  CUuster, 


in  Randolph  county,  Illinois,  to  Perryville,  in  Perry  county, 
Missouri. 

ny  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky:  The  petition  of  Jo- 
seph D.  Ward,  praying  an  additional  pension,  he  Iiaving  faith- 
fully served  as  a  ncn-i'omniissioned  officer  up  to  and  during 
the  b:ittle  of  Cuena  Vista,  in  which  enga-^ement  he  was 
literally  shot  to  pieces,  and  thereby  rendered  perfectly  help- 
By  Mr.  ATKINSON :  The  petition  of  D.  Nash,  coroner  of 
Norfolk  county,  Vir^'inia,  and  committee  of  the  estate  of 
Thomas  Cressie,  deceased,  praying  for  half-pay  for  revolu- 
tionary services  of  the  said  Bressie. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday, June  10, 1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  by  general  con- 
sent, offered  the  following  preamble  and  resolution, 
which  were  read  and  agreed  to: 

Whereas  it  is  the  practice  of  the  district  and  circuit  courts 
of  the  United  States  to  permit  the  institution  of  suits  against 
the  legal  representatives  of  deceased  persons  before  the 
period  prescribed  by  the  State  statutes  for  commencing  suits 
has  elapsed,  thereby  giving  to  plaintiffs  in  the  United  States 
coints  an  undue  advantage  over  those  in  the  State  courts: 
Therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  law  as  to 
forbid  the  institution  of  suits  against  the  representatives  of 
deceased  persons  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States  until 
such  time  as,  by  the  State  laws,  such  suit  might  be  instituted 
in  tlie  State  courts. 

RAILROAD  MONOPOLY. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE,  on  leave  given,  presented 
the  memorial  of  a  large  number  of  merchants  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  asking  the  interposition  of  Con- 
gress in  relieving  them  and  the  community  at  large 
from  the  effects  of  a  monopoly  granted  by  the  gov- 
erntnent  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  to  the  Camden 
and  Amboy  Railroad  Company  and  the  Delaware 
and  Raritan  Canal  Company,  two  companies  com- 
posed, as  he  was  informed, of  the  same  individuals, 
or  principally  so. 

The  memorial  sets  forth  that,  in  1832,  a  grant 
was  made  by  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  to 
those  companies,  investing  them  with  the  exclusive 
right  of  transporting  passengers  and  goods  by  rail- 
road or  canal  through  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
with  a  clause  in  the  law  granting  these  extraordi- 
nary powers,  which  prohibits  the  exercise  of  such 
right  by  any  other  person  or  persons,  unless  by  the 
consent,  not  of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  but 
of  those  companies.  It  was  not  (Mr.  T.  said)  a 
little  remarkable,  that,  for  this  exclusive  grant  to 
those  individuals,  the  State  received  a  direct  bonus 
from  them,  consisting  of  a  certain  number  of  shares 
of  the  stock  of  those  companies,  together  with  a 
provision  in  the  law  requiring  the  companies  to 
p^y  into  the  treasury  of  the  State  ten  cents  upon 
every  passenger  that  was  conveyed  through  the 
State  on  the  railroad  or  canal,  and  eight  cents  upon 
every  ton  of  merchandise,  coal,  &c.,  that  was  con- 
veyed on  the  canal. 

In  1837,  by  another  law  of  Nevr  Jersey,  those 
companies  were  authorized  to  demand  and  receive 
from  eafh  passenger  conveyed  across  the  Suite  of 
New  Jersey  on  the  railroad,  if  in  the  night,  t}\e  sum 
of  five  dollars,  and  if  by  daylight,  the  sum  of  four 
dollars;  the  same  law  requiring  the  companies  to 
pay  into  the  State  treasury  the  one-half  of  the  pas- 
sage-money thus  received,  after  retaining  three 
dollars  for  the  use  of  the  company. 

No  legal  restriction  existed  in  regard  to  the 
charge  which  these  companies  might  make  for  the 
transportation  of  the  great  Southern  mail  to  and 
from  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia, 
while  the  laws  of  New  Jersey  prohibit  every  pos- 
sible competition  in  the  conveyance  of  the  mail  by 
railroad  between  those  two  cities.  The  Govern- 
ment was  subject,  in  this  particular,  to  the  will, 
and  possibly  the  exorbitant  demands  of  these 
companies;  and  Mr.  T.  understood  that  complaints 
had  heretofore  been  made,  in  this  particular,  by 
the  Post  Office  Department. 

Congress  had  the  power  by  the  Constitution  "to 
establish  post  offices  and  post  roads,"  and  that 
power  had  been  exercised  both  in  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  and  the  mennorialisis  ask  that  it  may  be 
interposed  in  this  case  by  Government,  for  the 
double  purpose  of  effectinggreatereconomy  as  well 
as  producing  greater  speed  in  the  transmission  of 
the  mail  on  this  important  route. 

By  the  present  arrangement,  the  great  southern 
mail  was  now  detained  in  Philadelphia  from  about 
two  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  nine  o'clock, 
arriving  in  New  York  about  two  o'clock,  p.  m., 
when  it  should  be  there  by  eight  to  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning.     This  delay  in  the  transmission 


of  the  mail  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York  was  a 
source  of  great  inconvenience  to  the  commercial 
community,  and  was  utterly  inexcusable;  but  they 
and  the  Government  must  suUmit  to  it,  because  the 
railroad  company  would  consult  alone  their  inter- 
est and  convenience,  by  despatching  their  cars  at 
an  hour  when  they  could  best  secure  a  large  num- 
ber of  passengers,  aud  the  laws  of  New  Jersey 
prohibited  the  formation  of  any  other  railroad  for 
the  transmission  of  the  mail  or  more  speedy  con- 
veyance of  passengers,  except  with  the  consent  of 
the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad  Company. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  (continued  Mr.  T.,)  another 
very  singular,  and,  in  my  judgment,  unconstitu- 
tional provision,  is  incorporated  into  the  laws 
granting  these  special  privileges  to  those  compa- 
nies: I  mean  the  discrimination  which  these  laws 
contemplate  and  permit  between  residents  and  non- 
residents of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  who  travel 
these  roads.  These  laws  authorize  the  compa- 
nies to  demand  and  receive  from  strangers  or  others 
passing  through  the  State,  a  sum  not  exceeding 
five  dollars  if  in  the  night,  or  four  dollars  if  by 
daylight,  and  restrict  the  companies  from  demand- 
ing over  three  cents  per  mile  to  any  way  passen- 
ger, even  if  he  passes  from  one  extretnity  of  the 
State  to  the  other.  At  that  rate  of  charge,  if  the 
same  law  was  applicable  to  the  entire  route  from 
New  York  to  Philadelphia,  estimating  the  distance 
at  eighty-five  miles,  the  traveller  from  city  to  city 
would  be  subject  to  an  expense  of  only  $2  55, 
while  the  company  demand  at  this  time,  for  that 
distance,  the  sum  of  four  dollars  from  those  pass- 
ing over  the  entiie  road. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  provides 
that  "the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in 
the  several  States;"  and  yet,  by  the  laws  of  New 
Jersey,  persons  passing  through  that  State  on  their 
railroad  are  required  to  pay  a  transit  duty  of  from 
ten  cents  to  one  dollar,  at  the  discretion  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  these  roads,  to  enrich  the  treasury  of 
the  State.  This  law,  then,  in  its  design  and  opera- 
tion, discriminates  between  the  citizens  of  other 
States  passing  through  New  Jersey  and  the  citi- 
zens of  New  Jersey,  who  are  denominated  way 
passengers — the  law  in  the  one  case  requiring  the 
payment  of  five  cents  per  mile,  and  in  the  other 
not  to  exceed  three  cents  per  mile. 

Our  Constitution  does  not  authorize  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  transit  duty  by  any  State  upon  passen- 
gers or  freight  passing  through  it;  and  the  law  of 
New  Jersey,  discriminating  between  the  citizens 
of  other  States  and  their  own,  is  clearly  unconsti- 
tutional. I  might  also  allude  to  a  similar  imposi- 
tion that  it  is  said  is  practised  by  these  companies 
in  regard  to  the  transmission  of  freight  through 
their  canal,  which  is  a  most  odipus  monopoly, 
operating  very  injuriously  upon  the  commerce  oC 
the  two  principal  cities  of  this  Union,  as  well  as 
upon  other  portions  of  the  country  which  are  con- 
nected in. business  with  those  cities.  _   . 

Upon  another  and  more  appropriate  occasion,  I 
will  present  this  subject  for  the  consideration  of  the 
House  in  a  more  extended  form,  and  with  the 
necessary  statistics.  At  present,  my  object  in 
rising  was  merely  to  invoke  the  particular  attention 
of  the  House,  and  especially  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  the  urgent  and 
important  character  of  this  memorial,  to  whom  I 
move  its  reference. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  inquired  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  if  that  petition  did  not  contemplate  the 
making  of  a  road  by  the  General  Government  for 
the  transportion  of  the  mail.' — if  that  was  not  its 
object? 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  replied,  that  the  memo- 
rialists asked  for  any  relief  which  this  Government 
mi^ht  afford  them. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  understood  that  this  was  the  ob- 
ject of  the  petition,  and,  if  so,  it  should  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals,  if  referred 
at  all.  The  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  making 
of  a  i-oad  for  the  carrying  of  the  mail. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said,  the  memorial  asked 
relief  from  a  double  oppression— that  upon  persons 
passing  througli  the  State,  and  upon  the  transport- 
ation of  the  mail. 

No  objection  having  been  made  to  the  reception 
of  the  memorial — 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  question  to  be 
on  the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
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Mr.  GOGGIN  said  there  had  been  similar  me- 
morials referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  but  he  had  not  proposed  they 
should  be  acted  on,  as  he  considered  them  not 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Committee. 

iVIr.  JOiXES,  of  Tennessee,  said  it  seemed  to 
him  that  the  Committee  on  the  Post  OfHce  and 
Post  Roads,  in  neither  of  the  aspects  in  which  the 
petition  could  be  viewed,  had  jurisdiction  over 
It,  nor  was  there  any  appropriate  committee  to 
which  it  should  be  referred.  If  its  object  was 
to  redress  the  grievances  of  any  portion  of  the 
people  who  had  been  unjustly  taxed  by  the  rail- 
road company,  acting  under  a  charter  granted  by 
a  sovereign  State,  this  House  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it.  If  individuals  thought  they  had  been  un- 
justly taxed,  the  courts  of  the  country  must  be  the 
medium  of  redress,  and  not  Congress.  Suppose 
they  should  pass  a  law  declaring  that  the  company 
had  no  power  to  make  this  distinction,  and  to  tax 
the  citizens  of  other  States  higher  than  the  citizens 
of  New  Jersey:  the  act  would  only  be  declaratory, 
and  would  be  of  no  force  and  effect  except  through 
the  courts  of  the  country. 

He  believed  it  had  been  settled  by  this  House 
that  they  had  no  right  to  pass  laws  to  control  these 
railroads  in  the  transportation  of  the  mail  any 
further  than  to  prescribe  the  rates  which  should  be 
paid  to  them.  That  had  already  been  done;  and, 
if  he  mistook  not,  in  the  recent  lettings,  the  Post- 
master GJeneral  had  concluded  a  contract  for  the 
transportation  of  the  mail  over  this  road. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  (in  his  seat.)     Satisfactorily. 

Mr.  JONES.  Satisfactorily,  for  the  first  time 
in  seven  or  eight  years.  For  the  first  time  in  sev- 
eral years  had  any  of  these  corporations  now  come 
to  a  satisfactory  agreement,  or  entered  into  a  writ- 
ten contract  with  tiie  department  for  the  transport- 
ation of  the  mail.  In  consequence  of  the  action  of 
tliis  House  at  the  present  session  in  relation  to  the 
Richmond  and  Potomac  Railroad  Company,  and 
the  determination  on  the  ])art  of  the  House  not  to 
sustain  the  railroads  against  the  department  in  their 
exorbitant  exactions,  this  road  had  been  brought 
to  an  arrangement.  The  only  right  which  Con- 
gress had  over  them  was,  to  prescribe  the  amount 
which  sTiould  be  paid  to  them,  and  adhere  to  it; 
and  if  the  companies  did  not  come  to  it,  to  provide 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  some  other  way. 
He  hoped  the  memorial  would  not  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads; 
that  Committee  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  subject. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  said  that  the  memorial 
had  not  been  read,  and  its  contents  Jiad  not  been 
very  fully  staled  by  the  gentleman  who  presented 
it.  He  was  not  sure  that  he  exactly  understood 
its  character,  but  presumed  it  to  be  similar  to  sev- 
eral memorials  which  he  had  himself  presented; 
and  if  so,  he  entirely  concurred  in  the  proposed 
reference. 

[Several  voices:  Let  it  be  read.] 

The  memjrial  was  accordingly  read  from  the 
Clerk's  de.=!k. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL,  having  retained  the  floor, 
proceeded  to  remark,  that  in  substance,  and  prob- 
ably in  letter,  it  was  the  same  that  he  had  several 
times  presented  within  the  last  few  weeks,  each 
time  with  numerous  and  increasing  signatures.  In 
thus  placing  before  Congress  an  urgent  appeal  for 
relief,  he  had  communicated  the  earnest  wishes  of 
an  estimable  portion  of  intelligent  citizens.  Ap- 
plications had  come  up  from  various  quarters. 
The  route  or  line  of  road  lay  immediately  between 
the  two  densest  and  largest  masses  of  population  in 
the  country;  intelligence  of  almost  every  sort  was 
con.stanily  ]mssing  between  them.  The  route  was 
also  a  material  and  a  central  link  in  the  great  chain 
which  connected  together  the  different  and  most 
distant  pans  of  the  Union.  All  had  an  interest, 
and  many  had  a  deep  concern  in  its  condition, 
The  memorial  exhil)it(-d  evils  not  merely  of  a  pri- 
vate but  publicnaturc,  and  a.sked  that  they  might 
be  redressed.  It  called  for  interposition  from  the 
National  Legislature  on  an  occasion  imd  for  pur- 
poses purely  national.  "J'he  mail,  which  was  as 
much  entitled  to  protection  and  assistance  from  the 
Government  as  any  others  of  its  great  concerns 
was  alleged  to  be  inadequately  provided  for  in  its 
pa.ssage  across  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  interposed,  and  inquired  of  Mr. 
Incersoi. I,  whether  he  had  heard  the  statement  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jonks,]  that 
the  Postmaster  General  had  lately  made  a  satisfac- 
tory arrangement  with  the  railroad  company  .> 


Mr.  INGERSOLL  said  that  he  perfectly  under- 
stood what  had  been  stated  by  the  getitleman  from 
Tennessee,  now  endorsed  by  the  gentleinan  from 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Goggin.]  It  did  not  in  any  degree 
affect  the  merits  of  the  case.  If,  in  view  of  com- 
plaints and  remonstrances,  addressed  in  animated 
notes  through  the  press  to  the  public,  and  more 
recently  communicated  in  form  to  Congress,  the 
company  had  been  led  to  make,  as  was  now  de- 
clared for  the  first  time,  a  somewhat  satisfactory 
arrangement  —  satisfactory  compared  with  any- 
thing that  had  been  effected  heretofore — it  proved 
the  justice  and  efficacy  of  the  complamts,  and  the 
existence  and  curable  nature  of  the  evil.  It  did 
not  disprove,  however,  a  word  that  was  said  in 
the  memorial,  or  diminish  the  necessity  of  further 
interposition.  Very  probably  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment had  made  an  arrangement  so  far  satis- 
factory as  existing  abuses  would  authorize.  If 
the  allegations  before  us  were  well-founded,  there 
were  inherent  impediments  interposed  by  contracts 
between  the  State  and  the  corporation,  which  noth- 
ing but  national  legislation  would  remove. 

We  are  told  that  New  Jersey  had  vested  the 
corporation  with  certain  exclusiveprivilegeswhich, 
by  her  own  innate  power,  she  might  not  be  able  to 
abrogate  if  she  would,  and  perhaps  would  not  if 
she  could.  However  adverse  it  might  be  to  settled 
principles,  for  one  Legislature  to  tie  up  its  hands 
and  deny  to  successive  Legislatures  the  power 
to  repeal  existing  laws,  yet  there  might  be  what 
were  called  vested  rights,  which,  however  savor- 
ing of  monopoly  and  consequent  wrong  to  the  com- 
monwealth at  large,  had  created  embarrassment 
and  prevented  free  agency  in  local  legislation. 
The  State  was  believed  to  possess  an  equivalent, 
while  the  company  possessed  its  monopoly.  If 
so,  and  all  State  action  was  paralyzed  to  the 
extent  at  least  of  inconvenience,  and  possibly  of 
inability  to  move  at  all,  another  sovereign  remedy 
was  invoked,  and  it  might  be  applied  in  direct 
obedience  to  the  Constitution,  and  agreeably  even 
to  the  laws  of  poetry,  which  permitted  the  highest 
interposition  when  the  dignus  vindice  nodus  was 
presented.  If  the  State  could  not  or  would  not 
act  because  of  some  subsisting  arrangement  with 
the  company,  and  the  company  would  not  act  be- 
cause of  its  arrangement  with  the  State,  there  was 
happily  a  clause  in  the  Constitution  which  would 
at  once  afford  relief.  To  this  clause  the  memorial 
referred  when  it  asked  for  "  the  survey  of  a  route 
for  a  post  road  between  the  cities  of  New  York 
and  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  interposing,  asked  Mr.  I.  wheth- 
er he  had  ever  known  it  done  by  Congress  in  any 
of  the  States? 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  replied  that  the  memorial 
expressly  informed  us  that  Congress  has  "caused 
such  roads  to  be  made  through  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, and  other  States. "  It  would  be  of  little  con- 
sequence if  it  had  not.  Monopolies  under  legisla- 
tive sanction  were  of  too  rare  occurrence  in  this 
country  to  present  an  exact  analogy.  They  had 
been  overturned  abroad  with  signal  vengeance  after 
having  existed  for  centuries.  The  question  was 
not  now  about  the  monopoly,  or  the  propriety  of 
its  overthrow.  Not  at  all.  That  was  not  the 
point  before  us.  The  question  was  simply  one  of 
reference  to  a  committee  of  a  series  of  applications 
from  respectable  sources  for  the  survey  of  a  post 
route.  What  was  the  objection  ?  Congress  alone 
had  power  to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads. 
Whatever  construction  might  be  given  to  the  word 
eslablisli — whether  to  found  originally,  or  to  give 
firmness  and  strength  to  something  already  im- 
perfectly begun — there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the 
authority  in  the  present  case.  Was  it  expedient 
that  it  should  be  exercised?  Transportation  over 
the  particular  route  of  every  kind  was  supposed 
not  to  be  effected  under  present  contracts  in  the 
shortest  time  and  in  the  best  manner.  Between 
the  company  and  the  Slate  this  condition  of  things 
would  not,  It  seemed,  be  changed;  the  defect  was 
inherent  and  enduring.  So  far  as  the  mail  was  con- 
cerned there  might  be  an  alteration  for  the  better. 
It  was  no  proper  objection  to  the  change  that  in 
bringing  about  one  soil  of  ])ublic  good  it  brought 
about  another  at  the  same  time;  that  while  the  mail 
and  all  its  incidents  might  be  facilitated  in  passing 
over  the  route,  and  greatly  accelerated  in  progress, 
a  variety  of  like  advantages  would  be  conferred 
upon  the  whole  community.     So  much  the  better. 

Supposing,  then,  the  object  to  be  lawful,  expe- 
dient, and  beneficial,  nothing  remained  but  to  in- 


quire, under  what  official  auspices  of  this  House 
the  proper  inquiry  for  giving  it  effect  should  be 
made  J  To  which  of  two  standing  committees 
should  the  memorial  be  referred?  There  was,  in- 
deed, a  Committee  of  Roads  and  Canals.  It  had 
not  much  occupation  under  the  present  proscrip- 
tion of  internal  improvements.  Under  any  cir- 
cumstances it  had  nothing  to  do  with  establishing 
post  roads.  It  would  be  out  of  the  sphere  of  its 
duty  to  inquire  into  any  such  subject.  As  prelim- 
inary to  its  action,  at  least,  the  post  road  must  be 
authorized.  The  first  step  towards  authorizing  it 
could  betaken  only  by  the  committee  to  which  the 
subject  of  post  roads  was  confided;  that  was  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  If 
the  reference  was  to  be  made  at  all,  it  could  with 
no  propriety  be  diverted  frorj)  that  committee;  and 
he  trusted  tliat  it  would  accordingly  take  that  direc- 
tion and  no  other. 

Mr.  VENABLE  said,  if  he  understood  the  his- 
tory of  this  complaint,  the  Legislature  of  New 
Jersey  liad  granted  a  certain  advantageous  charter 
to  this  railroad  company;  the  people  of  New  York 
and  Philadelphia  complained  of  it,  and  very  gravely 
asked  this  House  to  interfere  and  to  override  the 
charter  granted  by  a  sovereign  State  and  prostrate 
it.  The  people  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia 
wished  Congress  to  go  down  into  a  State  and  hold 
this  company  in  terrorem,  and  regulate  its  tariff' of 
tolls.  He  had  never  heard  a  more  bold  assump- 
tion of  power  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment advocated.  If  anything  unconstitutional  had 
been  done,  if  New  Jersey  had  assumed  power 
which  she  surrendered  when  she  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Confederacy,  the  courts  were  open,  and 
would  protect  the  citizen,  and  put  the  Legislature 
right  if  they  had  done  wrong.  But  Congress  had 
no  right  to  walk  to  the  house  of  the  citizen  and 
say  to  him,  every  question  which  arises  between 
you  and  your  Legislature  we  will  regulate.  He 
thought  the  House  had  no  jurisdiction  of  the  mat- 
ter, and  he  moved  it  belaid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  re-, 
suited — Yeas  60,  nays  67. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  memorial  on 
the  table,  and  it  was  then  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WHITE  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  be  authorized  to  pay  from 
the  proper  riind  to  Mrs.  Holley,  the  widow  of  John  M.  Hol- 
ley,  deceased,  late  a  ineniber  of  tliis  House,  the  amount 
due  to  him  for  mileage  and  per  diem  compensation  at  the 
time  of  his  death;  also,  three  hundred  dollars  to  pay  the 
actual  expenses  of  removini;  his  remains  from  the  place  of 
his  death,  in  the  State  of  Florida,  to  bis  former  residence  in 
the  State  of  New  Yorlt. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  objected,  and  the 
resolution  was  not  received. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  asked  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  cause  to  be  commu- 
nicated to  this  House  a  copy  of  any  order  or  orders  which 
may  have  been  issued  from  the  War  Department,  directing 
the  paymasters  or  other  officers  to  retain  a  certain  portion 
of  the  wages  or  pay  of  the  Virginia  volunteers  in  service  in 
Mexico,  for  expenses  incurred  by  said  State  in  the  enrol- 
ment of  said  volunteers;  witli  the  reasons  for  such  or  any 
similar  order,  with  the  number  also  of  said  volunteers  who 
have  been  discharged  from  the  service  before  sucli  order  or 
orders  were  issued. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  objected,  and  the 
resolution  was  not  received. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  private  calendar:  Ayes  64,  noes  24. 
Not  a  quorum. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  memorial  and  petition  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois:  The  petition  of  Jonathan 
Church  and  others,  praying  Congress  to  authorize  the  sale 
of  certain  lands  in  Monroe  county,  Illinois,  known  as  the 
Renault  grant.  Also,  the  memorial  of  Captain  William  P- 
Lamoihe  praying  compensation  for  mail  service  performed 
by  him  in  carrying  the  mail  from  Alton,  in  Illinois,  to  St. 
Louis,  Missouri. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  June  12,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  Danikl  Wallace,  a  Representative   from 
the  State  of  South  Carolina,  elected  to  supply  the 
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vacancy  occasioned  by  thedeath  of  the  Hon.  James 
Black,  appeared  this  day,  was  sworn  to  support 
the  Constitution  oi'  the  United  States,  and  took  a 
seat  in  the  House, 

RIVERS  AND  HARBORS. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  asked  leave  to  offer  a 
resolution  making  the  various  bills  for  the  improve- 
ment of  certain  harbors  and  rivers,  for  the  rennoval 
of  obstructions  in  certain  rivers,  &c.,  the  special 
order  of  the  day  after  the  appropriation  bills  shall 
have  been  finally  disposed  of. 

The  reception  of  the  resolution  being  objected 
to— 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  to  susperi'd  the 
rules,  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  moved  a  call  of 
the  House,  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered  and  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas 
45,  nays  103.  So  the  House  refused  to  have  a 
call.- 

After  inquiries  (not  distinctly  heard  by  the  re- 
porter) by  Messrs.  BOYD  and  HOUSTON  of 
Alabama,  the  question  was  put  on  suspending  the 
rules,  and  was  decided  as  follows:  Yeas  99,  nays 
62.  Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  to  terrni- 
nate  the  "present  session  of  Congress,  by  an  ad- 
journment, on  the  10th  day  of  July  next. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  decided  as 
follows:  Yeas  119,  nays  40.  Two-thirds  voting 
in  the  affirmative,  the  rules  were  suspended,  and 
the  resolution  was  received. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  modified  the  resolution  by 
altering  the  day  fixed  for  the  adjournment  of 
Congress  from  the  10th  to  the  17th  day  of  July 
next. 

Mr.  A.  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was 
seconded;  and,  under  the  operation  thereof,  the 
resolution  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence. 

At  a  subsequent  time  in  the  day,  Mr.  A.  moved 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  this  resolution  was 
passed,  and  then  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table;  which  latter  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

REMOVAL  OF  THE  BIG  LAMP. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  by  general  consent,  offered 
the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  (the  Senate  concurring,)  That  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Buildings  be  directed  to  cause  to  be  removed 
without  delay  the  lamp  and  staff  from  the  dome  of  the  Capi- 
tol. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
"  Resolved,"  and  inserting: 

By  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  Jlmerica  in  Congress  assemHed,  That  twelve  ihou- 
sand  dollars  he,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direciion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
and  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  removing 
the  mast  and  lantern  above  the  dome  of  tlie  Capitol,  and  in 
the  erection  and  construction  of  lamps,  lamp-posts,  gas-pi  pes, 
and  other  necessary  fixtures  though  and  around  the  grounds 
of  the  Capitol  for  lighting  the  same  with  solar  gas. 

The  SPEAKER  ruled  the  amendment  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded;  and,  under  the  operation 
thereof,  the  resolution  was  agi-eed  to. 

CLOSING  DEBATE. 
Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  usual  resolution  to 
close  all  debate  in  Cominittee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1849,  in  two  hours  after  the  bill  shall 
again  be  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
Agreed  to. 

OHIO  RIVER. 

Mr.  FRENCH  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to 
enable  him  to  submit  a  motion  to  make  the  bill  to 
repair  the  dam  at  the  head  of  Cumberland  Island, 
in  the  Ohio  river,  the  special  order  of  the  day  after 
the  existing  special  order  (the  appropriation  bills) 
shall  have  been  finally  disposed  of. 

The  vote  on  suspending  the  rules  was  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays:  Yeas  92,  nays  60.  Two-thirds 
not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules  were  not 
suspendeil. 


TROOPS  IN  MEXICO. 
Mr.  COCKE,  by  general   consent,  moved  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  printing  10,000  extra  copies 
of  Executive  document  No.  62,  being  the  report  of  the  Ad- 
jutant General  in  relation  rfo  the  number  of  United  States 
troops  that  have  been  eng.med  in  the  war  with  Mexico,  the 
number  who  have  been  liilled,  died  of  wounds,  received, 
&c.  ;  and  that  they  report  to  this  House  at  the  earliest  prac- 
Ucahle  period. 

Mr.  BURT  said,  that  in  a  conversation  had  two 
or  three  days  since  with  the  Adjutant  General,  he 
was  informed  by  that  officer  that  the  printed  re- 
port, of  which  10,000  copies  extra  was  contem- 
plated by  this  resolution  to  be  printed,  contained 
a  great  number  of  typographical  errors,  and  that 
the  Adjutant  General  was  now  engaged  in  drawing 
up  a  report  to  Congress  pointing  out  and  correct- 
ing the  errors.  Mr.  B.,  for  the  present,  moved  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COCKE  said,  from  the  information  fur- 
nished by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  he 
would,  for  the  time  being,  withdraw  the  resolu- 
tion. 

So  the  resolution  was  withdrawn. 

JUDICIARY  BILLS. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  moved  a  resolution 
making  all  the  bills  reported  by  the  Judiciary 
Committee  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  the  special  order 
of  the  day  after  the  existing  special  order  shall 
have  been  disposed  of. 

After  some  conversation  by  Messrs.  J.  R.  IN- 
GERSOLL, MEADE,  THOMPSON  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  SCHENCK,  the  question  was  put; 
and  two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
resolution  was  not  agreed  to. 

PRE-EMPTION  RIGHTS. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,  previous  notice  having  been 
given,  introduced  a  bill  to  grant  preijmption  rights 
for  certain  islands  in  the  great  Miami  river.  Read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  to 
enable  him  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  be  authorized  to  pay  from  the 
proper  fund  to  Mrs.  Holley,  widow  of  John  M.  Holley,  de- 
ceased, late  a  member  of  this  House,  the  amount  due  to  him 
(or  mileage  and  per  diem  compensation  at  the  time  of  his 
death  ;  also,  three  hundred  dollars  to  pay  the  actual  expenses 
of  removing  his  remains  from  the  place  of  his  death,  in  the 
State  of  Florida,  to  his  former  residence  in  the  State  of  New 
York. 

After  some  conversation  by  Messrs.  WHITE, 
HUNT,  FICKLIN,  ATKINSON, and  STUART 
of  Michigan,  the  question  was  put  on  suspending 
the  rules;  and  two-thirds  not  voting  in  favor  there- 
of, they  were  not  suspended. 

APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  NAVAL  SERVICE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1849, 
(Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  in  the  chair.) 

The  question  before  the  committee  when  they 
were  last  in  session  on  this  bill  was  on  inserting, 
after  the  item  "  for  contingent  expenses  for  ob- 
jects not  hereinbefore  enumerated,  !J2,000,"  the 
following: 

For  the  transportation  of  the  United  States  mail  between 
New  York  and  Liverpool,  between  New  York  and  New  Or- 
leans, and  Havana  and  Chagres,  and  between  Panama  and 
Astoria,  under  act  of  March  3,  1847,  $874,600.  [And  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby  directed  to  advance  to  the 
contractors  for  said  service,  or  to  their  assignees,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  them  to  finish  their  steamships,  contracted 
fnr.under  their  respective  contracts,  the  sum  of  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  per  month  on  each  of  said  ships,  after  such 
ships  shall  have  been  launched  ;  but  the  money  so  advanced 
under  any  one  of  said  contracts  shall  not  exceed  the  amount 
of  one  year's  couipensatiou  stipulated  for  in  such  contract, 
to  be  secured  in  all  cases  by  a  lien  on  said  ships,  in  such 
manner  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  may  require;  and  the 
money  so  advanced  shall  be  faithfully  expended  in  finishing 
said  ships  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy;] 
and  compensation  on  the  contract  from  Panama  to  Astoria 
shall  commence  from  the  time  the  ships  aie  ready  for  ser- 
vice and  placed  at  tlie  disposal  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  PETTIT,  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  ad- 
dressed the  cominittee  through  his  allotted  hour, 
chiefly  in  reply  to  the  speech  made  sotne  days 
since  by  Mr.  Rhett  in  regard  to  the  constitutional 
powers  of  Congress  to  legislate  for  and  exercise 
powers  over  any  territory  now  possessed  or  that 
may  hereafter  be  acquired  by  the  Uniled  States. 
[This  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 


Mr.  SIDNEY  LAWRENCE  followed  Mr. 
PETTIT  in  a  written  spea'ch,  which  he  read  from 
the  Clerk's  desk,  and  which  occupied  the  remain- 
der of  the  time  allowed  for  debate.  [This  speech 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  VINTON  explained  the  pending  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  the  advance  of  §25,000 
a  month. 

Mr.  VINTON  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
prevail.  The  subject  came  recommended  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy;  it  had  originally  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.  That 
committee  had  thoroughly  examined  and  approved 
of  it,  and  had  reported  accordingly,  but  wished  it 
might  be  sent  for  confirmation  to  the  Committee  of' 
Ways  and  Means.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  looked  into  the  whole  subject,  and  they 
concurred  with  the  Naval  Committee  on  the  pro- 
priety and  expediency  of  the  measure.  The  ves- 
sels were  in  the  course  of  construction,  but  on  a 
much  larger  scale  than  was  provided  in  the  Gov- 
ernment contract.  But,  though  they  were  much 
larger  than  the  Governinent  contract  required,  the 
cost  to  the  Government  was  no  greater  on  that  ac- 
count. The  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  his  letter 
to  the  committee,^expi-essed  it  as  his  opinion,  that 
in  consequence  of  the  increased  expenditure  on 
this  account  by  the  contractors,  and  of  the  import- 
ance of  having  the  building  of  the  ships  proceed 
without  delay,  and  also  on  account  of  the  pressure 
in  the  money  mai'ket,  it  would  be  to  the  advantage 
of  Government  that  this  monthly  advance  of  money 
should  be  made,  but  not  in  any  case  to  exceed  one 
year's  compensation.  The  committee  had  allowed 
the  money  to  be  advanced  on  condition  that  due 
security  should  be  taken,  and  that  the  Secretary 
should  undertake  to  look  to  the  proper  application 
and  expenditure  of  the  money. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Jones,  it  was  rejected  without  a 
count,  only  ten  gentlemen  rising  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  that  portion  which  is  above  [irinted 
in  brackets. 

Mr.  McK.  said  the  contractors  engaged  to  run 
a  mail  steamer  from  Panama  to  Astoria  every  two 
months,  but  the  understanding  of  the  contract  was 
that  the  pay  should  commence  at  the  time  that  the 
steamers  were  actually  on  the  Pacific  and  ready  to 
commence  running.  True,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  liad  stated,  in  a  letter  to  the  committee,  that 
on  examining  the  terms  of  the  contract,  he  was  of 
opinion  that  it  might  commence  previous  to  that 
time.  If  such  was  the  language  of  the  contract, 
it  differed  from  what  had  been  the  understanding 
and  intention  of  the  Government  when  it  was 
entered  into;  and  the  bill  should  be  recommitted, 
so  that  it  might  be  modified.  Besides,  the  esti- 
mates had  originally  been  sent  in  at  a  time  when 
the  nation  was  at  war,  and  when  the  prospect  was 
that  the  war  would  continue;  but  now  peace  was 
returning  to  the  country,  and  if  our  hopes  should 
be  confirmed  of  this  result,  there  could  be  no  neces- 
sity for  this  large  amount  of  appropriation.  Mr. 
McK.  went  on  to  explain  that  there  had  remained 
at  the  end  of  the  fiscaj  year  between  three  and 
four  millions  unexpended;  the  amount  in  the  bill 
was  some  nine  and  a  half  millions;  and  this,  to- 
gether with  'some  other  balances  he  mentioned, 
would  swell  the  amount  in  all  to  about  fourteen 
millions,  and  this  in  a  time  of  peace.  Was  the 
committee  prepared  to  make  such  an  appropriation 
as  that  for  the  naval  service  alone  .-'  If  the  money 
was  appropriated  it  would  certainly  be  expended; 
it  would  not  remain  in  the  treasury. 

Mr.  McK.  had  a  reasonable  degree  of  confidence 
in  the  officers  of  the  department,  but  he  was  not 
willing  to  intrust  them  with  an  unlimited  dis- 
cretion. He  hoped  this  item  would  be  stricken 
out,  or  else  let  the  bill  be  returned  to  the  commit- 
tee and  modified. 

Mr.  VINTON  now  modified  the  amendment  so 
as  to  provide  that  the  payments  should  not  com- 
inence  before  the  1st  day  of  October  next. 

Mr.  V.  here  read  extracts  from  the  words  of  the 
contract  made  with  Mr.  Harris  for  the  building  of 
these  mail  steamers. 

On  the  request  of  Mr.  McKay,  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  also  read. 

Mr.  V.  went  on  to  say  that  it  was  true  the  Sec- 
retary, when  he  wrote  to  the  Naval  Committee, 
had  been  of  opinion  that  these  payments  were  not 
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to  commence  till  the  vessels  were  actually  in  the 
Pacific;  hut  at  a  later  date,  when  he  wrote  to  tlie 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  (in  consequence, 
probal)ly,  of  having  in  the  meanwhile  examined 
the  contract  more  closely,)  he  admitted  that  he 
was  of  a  different  opinion.  And  in  fact  it  must  be 
phiin  to  any  one  that  the  money  was  to  be  pedd 
prior  to  that  time. 

The  question  being;  now  put  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  McKay,  it  was  rejected,  and 
Mr.  Vinton's  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  VliNTON  oflered  a  second  amendment,  as 
follows: 

To  pay  arrear.iges  due  for  graiiiiip;  University  sqiiiire, 
and  other  c.\iiimis('s  lor  llie  coiiMriiotion  ol'  ilie  depdt  for 
charts  and  ill^trll^l(■Mts,  luing  a  reapprnpiiatioii  in  part  (if  a 
Sinn  carried  to  tlif  surplus  fund,  heretofore  appropriated  for 
that  purpose,  .f  10,043  77. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Fourth  Auditor,  ex- 
plaining and  recommending  the  appropriation; 
whereupon  it  wiis  agreed  to. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  following,  to  come  in 
after  the  last  amendment,  viz:  "  For  furnishing 
the  marine  hospital  at  New  Orleans,  ^7,500." 

Mr.  V.  Slated  that  the  marine  hospital  at  New 
Orleans  had  been  coin|)leted,  but  was  not  furnished, 
and  could  not,  therefore,  admit  any  patients.  This 
provided  beds,  &c.,  for  one  hundred  patients. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  VINTON  offered  a  fourth  amendment,  to 
come  in  at  the  end  of  the  third,  as  follows: 

For  meteorolosical  ohservations,  to  he  conducted  under 
the  direction  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  two  thousand 
dollars. 

Mr.  V.  stated  that  this  appropriation  had  been 
recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and 
his  letter  to  the  committee  had  been  accompanied 
by  others  from  Professor  Henry,  Mr.  Bache,  and 
other  scientific  gentlemen,  giving  it  as  their  opin- 
ion that  these  observations  were  of  great  value 
and  importance,  as  opening  a  field  of  investigation 
that  was  likely  to  result  in  great  advantage  to  sci- 
ence, and  in  giving  greater  security  to  navigation. 
The  combining  of  these  with  the  rapid  communi- 
cations by  the  telegraph  would  probably  lead  to 
the  development  of  a  system  which  would  enable 
navigators  to  discern  the  approach  of  storms,  and 
to  avoid  their  course.  A  wariiitig  of  this  kind 
misjht  save  many  valuable  lives,  as  well  in  the 
commercial  as  the  naval  marine  of  our  country. 

Mr.  JONP.S,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  striking  out  "meteorological 
observation,*,"  and  inserting,  "  Professor  Espy, 
for  regulating  storms  and  the  weather  generally, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
$2,000." 

This  (Mr.  J.  said)  was  nothing  more  than  a 
renewal  of  the  old  question  of  [)aying  Mr.  Espy 
for  regulating  storms,  making  rain,  and  taking  a 
general  charge  of  the  weather;  and  really,  from 
the  course  already  pursued  in  regard  to  this  gen- 
tleman, he  seemed  as  though  he  might  be  a  very 
jsuitable  person  for  such  business.  Mr.  J.  was 
unwilling,  however,  to  throw  away  this  amount 
of  the  public  money  on  mere  visionary  projects 
for  the  regulation  of  storms  and  the  creation  of 
rain,  while  we  had  invalid  soldiers  to  take  care  of, 
and  the  widows  and  families  of  brave  men  to  pro- 
vide for  wlio  had  sacrificed  their  lives  in  the  pub- 
lic service.  The  sum  to  be  given  to  this  regulator 
of  storms  was  more  than  was  likely  to  be  voted 
for  twenty  poor  widows. 

Mr.  VINTON  here  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
letter  of  Professor  Bache,  and  it  was  read  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  STANTON  moved  to  strike  out  $2,000, 
and  in.>!ert  $i,-2,500. 

Mr.  S.  oljserved,  that  some  years  ago  he  had  had 
the  honor  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  a 
similar  appropriation,  and  had  at  that  lime  been 
a.iked  what  was  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
meteorology?  In  reply  lo  that  query,  he  had  staled 
just  what  iVIr.  Baclic,  the  iMc.  Superintendent  of 
the  Coast  Survey,  now  staled  in  his  letter,  which 
had  just  been  read,  and  the  statement  produced  a 
general  laugh  all  over  the  Floiise.  He  now  con- 
gratulated the  House  on  the  progress  wliich  had 
been  made  in  a  due  respect  for  science.  That 
■which  had  been  laughed  at  two  years  ago  now 
seemed  to  meet  wiih  general  favor. 

By  the  rules  for  the  regulation  of  both  the  army 
and  ihe  navy,  our  o/Iicers  at  every  navul  and  mili- 
tary station  were  rer|uired  lo  make  and  register 
meteorological  observations  daily,  which  recordw 
were  reported  to  tlie  department  here.    Nuw,  there 


must  be  some  individual  to  compare  and  classify 
the  results  thus  obtained,  and  note  the  inferences 
to  which  they  led,  or  their  chief  value  would  l)e 
lost.  The  sum  was  small,  while  the  benefit  result- 
ing tVom  it  was  j^reat. 

'Mr.  ATKINSON  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Vinton,]  by  striking  out  $2,000  and  inserting  $100, 
his  purpose  being,  as  he  staled,  to  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  his  views  under  the  rule  allow- 
ing five  minutes  to  the  mover  of  any  amendment. 

Mr.  A.  said  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Stanton]  had  congratulated  the  House  upon  the 
fact  thai  science  was  progressing  under  legislative 
sanction.  He  (Mr.  A.)  could  not  congratulate 
the  country  on  the  advancement  of  Democratic 
principles  in  this  House.  Progressive  Democ- 
racy, as  often  exemplified  in  this  Hall,  did  not 
comport  with  old  Democracy.  When  Mr.  .Tohn 
duincy  Adams  was  President  of  the  United  Slates, 
in  his  first  annual  message  to  Congress,  he  rec- 
ommended the  erection  and  establishment  of  a 
national  observatory,  which  had  been  designated 
a  light-house  in  the  skies.  That  recommendation, 
Mr.  Chairman,  together  with  the  avowal  of  the 
principle  that  the  representative  ought  not  to  be 
palsied  by  the  will  of  his  consiiluenls,  were  the 
chief  causes  why  Mr.  Adams  was  not  reelected 
President  of  the  United  Slates.  Then  the  Demo- 
crats ridiculed  the  recommendation,  and  the  words 
"lighl-hou?es  in  th§  skies"  were  used  as  terms  of 
reproach.  The  Democratic  party  then  repudiated 
the  idea  that  the  Constitution  gave  to  Congress 
the  power  lo  create  or  establish  a  national  observ- 
atory. What  was  </(e?r  considered  Federalism  was 
now  advocated  by  some  of  the  progressive  Democ- 
racy. The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Stan- 
ton] had  adopted  one  of  the  Federal  notions  of 
Mr.  John  Q,uincy  Adams,  as  set  forth  in  his  mes- 
sage; perhajjs  he  had  adopted  the  other,  that  "the 
refjresentaiive  is  not  to  be  palsied  by  the  will  of 
his  constituents."  He  trustetj,  .however,  it  was  not 
so. 

Mr.  A.  said,  this  claim  of  Professor  Espy  to 
regulate  the  storms  under  the  sanction  of  Congress 
was  an  old  thing;  it  had  been  before  Congress 
yearafteryear  for  many  years,  and  found  no  favor, 
especially  with  the  Democracy.  But  he  was  in- 
clined to  adopt  the  idea  advanced  by  one  of  the 
purest  statesmen  who  ever  graced  a  legislative 
body,  (he  meant  the  distinguished,  the  virtuous, 
the  honest  and  inlelligent  Macon,  who,  while 
living,  was  the  pride  of  North  Carolina,  as  he  de- 
served to  be  of  the  whole  Union.)  Mr.  Macon 
said,  that  a  claim  before  Congress  was  like  spirits 
of  wine:  the  older  it  got,  the  better  it  was  i-eceived. 
This  project  was  considered  monstrous  atfii-st,  but 
11010  much  of  the  opposition  was  hushed;  and  it 
was  now  looked  on,  even  by  many  Democrats, 
with  very  great  favor.  The  powers  of  Congress 
were  limited  by  the  Constitution,  and  that  limit 
should  be  observed. 

Again:  we  must  recollect  that  all  the  large  sums 
appropriated  for  the  Observatory  and  to  employ 
some  scientific  person  to  regulate  the  storms,  all, 
sir,  were  charged  lo  the  navy  expenses;  and  thus 
you  bring  into  disrepute  among  the  people  the  best 
arm  of  the  national  defence.  Mr.  A.  believed  the 
officers  of  the  navy  were  as  meritorious  as  any 
men  living;  that  they  were  always  ready  and  will- 
ing to  pourouttheir  blood  in  their  country 's  service, 
and  deserved  the  praise  of  their  countrymen;  they 
were  a  gallant  set  of  men,  and  had  none  on  earth 
to  excel  them;  they  should  not  bear  the  blame  of 
such  extravagant  appropriations  as  were  made  by 
this  bill.  The  appropriation  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  ought  not  lo  come  into  this  bill. 
Mr.  A.  could  not  consent  that  the  navy  proper 
should  be  saddled  with  every  scheme  and  humbug. 
A  large  share  of  the  appropriaiions  annually  made 
by  the  navy  appropriation  bill  was  designed  to 
try  projects  and  schemes  not  calculated,  in  his 
opinion,  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  navy,  and 
surely  not  necessary  and  proper,  in  the  language 
of  the  Constitution,  "to  provide  and  support  a 
navy." 

Mr.  A.  then  withdrew  his  ameiKlment. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  (upon  an  amendment  moved 
and  subsequently  withdrawn)  did  not  concur  at  all 
in  the  views  expressed  by  thegenileman  from  Vir- 
ginia, [Mr.  Atkinson,]  and  he  was  certain  a  targe 
mnjority-of  the  geiitleman'.'S  own  party  on  this  floor 
would  not  endorse  his  sentiments.  He  did  not 
belong  to  the  "  progreasive  Democracy,"  but  he 


did  profess  to  belong  to  the  party  of  progress — 
progress  in  the  arts  and  sciences,  and  everything 
that  elevated  and  ennobled  man.  That  was  the 
parly  of  progress  lo  which  he  belonged;  and,  while 
he  believed  a  large  majority  of  the  gentleman's 
party  professed  to  belong  to  ihe  party  of  progressj 
he  claimed  that  those  with  whom  he  acted' were 
the  party  of  progress,  and  he  was  willing  to  go 
before  the  country  on  that  ground.  The  gentle- 
man had  quoted  the  message  of  the  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  who  had  recently 
departed  from  among  us.  What  he  said  of  this 
message  was  true,  and  it  would  be  quoted  hereaf- 
ter asuone  of  the  highest  eulogiums  in  proof  that 
he  lived  in  advance  of  his  age;  and  this  very  rec- 
ommendation of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts had  been  endorsed  by  the  gentleman's  own 
party;  and  not  only  an  observatory,  but  a  depot 
of  charts  had  already  been  established.  The  ob- 
ject of  this  appropriation  was  not  to  regulate  the 
storms;  the  gentleman  seemed  to  denounce  it  as 
such.  We  knew  that  the  physical  world  was  gov- 
erned by  laws,  and,  for  his  own  part,  he  believed 
great  good  would  i-esull  to  this  country  and  to 
mankind  from  the  observations  of  these  laws,  and 
in  no  other  way  could  the  same  amount  of  money 
be  appropriated  so  as  to  be  more  useful  in  sub- 
serving tlie  great  objects  of  humanity.  He  con- 
curred in  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  Stanton.]  A  few  years  ago  the 
proposition  was  ridiculed;  he  had  then  stood  by 
the  gentleman;  he  had  believed,  and  still  believed, 
the  appropriation  wise  and  good.  When  the  first 
appropriation  was  asked  by  Professor  Morse  for  the 
magnetic  telegraph,  who  did  not  know  how  it  waa 
hooted  and  scoffed  at  (he  did  not  say  it  offensive- 
ly) by  the  "progressive  Democracy?"  but,  by 
continued  application  to  Congress,  he  had  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  an  appropriation,  and  the  elec- 
tric wires  were  extended  to  Baltimore;  they  now 
reached  thousands  and  thousands  of  miles,  and  he 
trusted  to  live  to  see  the  day  when  they  would 
extend  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  this 
country;  when  our  whole  body  politic  would  be 
knit  together,  and  the  wires  communicating  intel- 
ligence from  one  extremity  to  the  other,  would 
make  us  more  and  more  one  people. 

This  electric  telegraph  would  form  a  kind  of 
sensoi'ium  by  which  the  intelligence  of  the  system 
would  be  conveyed  from  one  part  to  another.  He 
asked  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  if  he  was  op- 
posed to  that;  if  he  would  stand  up  and  say  that 
appropriation  was  unconstitutional?  Would  he 
erase  it  from  the  statute  book?  He  knew  he  would 
not.  He  (Mr.  S.)  would  not  detain  the  commit- 
tee longer.  He  trusted  the  House  would  make  the 
appropriation,  and  that  these  observations  would 
be  collected.  The  i-emarks  of  Professor  Bache 
might  turn  out  to  be  true,  and  perhaps  in  less  than 
two  years  developments  might  be  made  in  refer- 
ence to  the  laws  of  storms  which  gentlemen  now 
ridiculed,  which  would  bring  additional  honor  to 
our  country,  and  that  those  men  who  had  the  lead 
of  them  might  become  as  distinguished  as  Fi'ank- 
lin  and  Morse,  and  that  Professor  Espy,  by  his 
scientific  discoveries,  and  the  benefits  which  would 
i-esult  from  them,  would  acquire  a  fame  equal  lo 
that  which  crowned  the  heads  of  other  distin- 
guished Americans. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania,  renewed  the 
amendment,  and  remarked  that  this  appropriation 
perhaps  owed  its  existence  to  his  repeated  appli- 
cations to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  he  did 
not  ask  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  endorse  his 
Democracy  either.  Twenty  years  ago  had  he 
first  listened  lo  Professor  Espy 's  lectures  on  storms 
— the  first  a  private  lectiue  in  Philadelphia;  and 
from  that  time  he  had  been  a  constant  attendant 
upon  his  lectures  on  the  subject.  He  had  not  only 
watched  the  progress  of  his  lecturing,  but  the  pro- 
gress of  experience  under  them,  and  their  results 
upon  the  mind  of  the  country  and  the  world. 
Professor  Espy  had  visited  Europe,  and  was 
treated  with  the  greatest  respect  by  the  savnns 
there.  True,  in  his  theory  a  great  deal  appeared 
visionary,  but  in  its  application  in  detecting  the 
history  and  chai-acter  of  storms  great  practical  good 
had  been  attained.  He  was  satisfieil  of  the  knowl- 
edge already  derived  from  Professor  Espy's  the- 
ory, and  if  its  application  had  been  known  lo  the 
world  years  ago,  many  valuable  lives  would  have 
been  saved.  He  had  seen  vessels  leave  our  ports, 
and  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours  heavy  storms 
had  arisen;  in  one  case  three  or  four  vessels  ia 
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com[iany,  of  which  one  was  his,  had  left  Hampton 
Roads,  and  in  less  than  six  hours  a  violent  slornn 
arose,  and  at!  their  crews  perished  in  the  ocean, 
and  their  bodies  were  sonne  of  them  now  buried 
in  the  eentlemnn's  own  district. 

Had  they  known  what  we  now  know,  they  had 
hot  been  lost.  Had  it  been  known  to  our  gallant 
officers  of  the  Hornet  that  perished  in  the  Gulf 
stream,  their  bones  would  not  now  have  been 
bleaching  in  the  caves  of  ocean.  Six  years  ago, 
the  present  Commissioner  of  Patents,  who  was 
always  known  for  the  care  with  which  he  guarded 
the  treasury,  and  himself,  had  stood  side  by  side 
on  this  floor  and  obtained  this  appropriation,  sus- 
tained then  by  friends  on  this  side  and  on  that  side, 
friends  of  humanity  and  science;  and  he  trusted 
there  would  be  enough  of  them  to  sustain  this  ap- 
propriation now,  notwithstanding  the  ridicule  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,]  and 
the  "progressive  Democracy"  of  his  friend  from 
Virginia.  He  belonged  to  the  "progressive  De- 
mocracy," but  he  wished  also  to  see  science,  hu- 
manity, everything  good  progress;  atid  for  this 
reason  he  hoped  this  appropriation  would  be  re- 
tained. It  was  to  carry  on  experiments  already 
begun,  some  of  which  were  immature,  and  would 
be  productive  of  no  good  unless  further  prosecuted. 
He  concluded  by  withdrawing  the  amendment. 

Mr.  ROOT  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
$2,000,  and  inserting  5^3,000.  He  said  he  thought 
this  House  had  bettei-  keep  on  the  right  side  of 
Professor  Espy.  [A  laugh.]  No  doubt  but  what 
he  understood  a  great  deal  he  professed  to;  no 
doubt  there  was  truth  in  his  system,  and  that  a 
Bcientific  man,  if  he  had  time,  could  convince  a 
large  majority  of  this  House  of  that  fact.  He  be- 
lieved he  himself  might  do  it;  but  five  minutes 
was  not  time  enough  for  him  to  undertake  it.  He 
■would  just  quote  a  fact  upon  this  Democracy — 
this  staiionary  Democracy.  At  the  first  session  of 
the  last  Congress  this  appropriation  was  asked  by 
Professor  Espy;  the  stationary  Democracy  had  a 
large  majority  on  this  floor;  they  calmly  struck  it 
out.  Professor  Espy,  who  was  near  at  hand,  did 
not  say  much;  he  shook  his  head.  What  was  the 
consequence.'  The  very  next  election  [laughter] 
in  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio  gave  them  such  a  storm 
[renewed  laughter]  as  "  knocked  them  into  a 
cocked  hat."  That  ihestationary  Democracy  could 
understand;  it  was  no  theory.  He  commended 
it  to  the  consideration  of  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia and  the  rest  of  the  stationary  Democracy. 

Now,  another  thing  that  perhaps  ought  to  be 
noticed  as  a  matter  for  congratulation.  In  old  John 
Q,uincy  Adams's  time,  the  "Democracy"  were 
against  light-houses  in  the  skies;  they  had  no  incli- 
nation to  look  that  way  [a  laugh]  at  all.  But  he 
thanked  God  they  had  begun  to  look  up:  the  old 
stftgers,  like  his  friend  from  Virginia,  still  had  their 
heads  earthward,  [laughter,]  but  the  young  De- 
mocracy, like  his  friend  from  Tennessee,  were 
looking  heavenward.  [Renewed  laughter.]  They 
talked  about  making  calculations,  reducing  obser- 
vations to  practical  use.  This  spoke  well  for  the 
country. 

If  he  thought  the  committee  would  sustain  it  he 
would  adhere  to  his  amendment;  but  as  he  be- 
lieved there  was  a  disposition  to  compromise  by 
letting  it  stand  as  it  was,  he  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  (an  amend- 
ment was  moved  for  the  purpose  and  withdrawn,) 
expressed  the  opinion  that  this  question  was  not 
placed  on  its  proper  basis.  He  believed  they  should 
strike  out  this  apfiropriation,  because  he  did  not 
think  it  the  duty  of  Congress  to  establish  any  oflice 
or  appoint  any  officers  for  the  purpose  of  scientific 
experiments.  No  one  contended  that  they  should 
establish  a  professorship  of  chemistry,  although 
many  valuable  improvements  might  be  made.  Our 
Ol'servatory  was  kept  up  by  the  officers  of  the 
navy;  but  here  was  a  proposition  to  employ  men 
who  were  not  in  the  service  of  the  Government  for 
this  specific  purpose.  If  no  additional  expense 
were  to  be  incurred  he  should  not  object  to  the 
plan,  but  he  hoped  the  appropriation  would  be 
stricken  out. 

The  Co.mmittee  then  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed.   

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

Tlie  following  petitions  nnil  ineiriorials  were  presented, 
under  the  rule,  anil  referred  : 

By  Mr.  TALLMADGE:  The  resolution  of  the  Comrflou 
Council  of  the  city  of  New  York  for  a  return  of  duties  ou 


gondii  cniisnmed  by  fire  on  the  Hth  of  July,  1845.  Also,  the 
petition  of  tlie  heirs  of  Captiiin  David  Van  Ness  for  compen- 
sation for  revolutionary  service.^. 

By  Mr.  TUCIC :  The  petition  of  G.  W.  Perkins  and  15 
others,  citizens  of  Mijiiien,  UonnccufUt,  pra.\uij:  for  an  in- 
vi'stigaiion  into  the  legality  of  slavery, in  tlie  United  Btiites. 
Also,  the  petition  nl  Benjamin  Watson  for  a  pension.  Also, 
the  puiiion  of  William  Brown  and  21  others,  citizens  of 
Winnebago  county,  Illinois,  praying  that  a  law  may  he 
passed  inhibiting  slavery  in  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States. 

By  Mr.  RUMSEY  :  The  petition  of  W.  Barnes  and  102 
others,  citizens  of  Steuben  coniuy,  New  York,  praying  for 
the  passage  of  a  law  that  newspapers  be  free  of  postage  for 
thirty  miles,  and  for  a  uniform  rate  of  postage  on  letters. 

By  Mr.  FREEOLEY :  The  petition  for  a  mail  route  from 
Norrisiown  via  Jeflersonville,  ShannouviUe,  and  Lumber- 
ville,  to  Phoenixville,  in  Pennsylvania. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  Jane  12,  1848. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with 
a  resolution  of  the  31st  ultimo,  all  the  correspond- 
ence not  heretofore  communicated  between  the 
Secretary  of  State  and  the  minister  of  the  United 
States  at  Paris  since  the  recent  change  in  the  Gov- 
ernment of  France.  Five  thousand  additional 
copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  the  credentials  of 
Mr.  Hannibal  Hamlin,  of  Maine,  elected  by  the 
Legislature  of  that  State  to  fill  the  vacancy  occa- 
sioned by  the  death  of  Mr.  John  Fairfield. 

Mr.  Hamlin,  after  having  been  duly  qualified, 
took  his  seat. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  Senate  laid  before  the 
body  a  communication  from  the  Department  of 
War,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  28th  of  April  last,  in  regard  to  the  expehses  of 
the  armories,  cost  of  arms,  quantity  of  arms  made, 
procured,  sold,  &c.,  covering  a  report  of  the  in- 
formation required,  derived  from  the  Ordnance 
Office.  The  document  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
and  laid  on  the  table. 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  presented  a  petition  from  D. 
G.  Ingraham,  asking  payment  of  a  balance  due 
for  the  manuscript  papers  of  his  father,  Joseph 
Ingraham,  furnished  to  the  Department  of  Slate; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  me- 
morial from  the  officers  of  the  regiment  of  volun- 
teers frorn  the  Di.strict  of  Columbia  and  Maryland, 
denying  certain  allegations  contained  i;i  the  memo- 
rial of  Charles  Lee  Jones  to  Congress,  and  solicit- 
ing an  investigation  of  the  same;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  AlTuirs. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  a  petition  from 
George  C.  De  Kay,  asking  reimbursement  of 
]  moneys  expended  by  him  while  engaged  in  tran.s- 
porting  provisions  to  Ireland  in  the  United  States 
frigate  Macedonian;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  presented  a  petition 
from  James  Ferrell,  asking  an  increase  of  pension; 
which  wa.s  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  a  petition  from 
Isaac  Davenport,  asking  for  a  pension;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  a  petition  from  Nathan 
Worthen,  in  relation  to  a  pension;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  B.  also  presented  a  petition  from  John  Reed 
and  others,  citizens  of  Maine,  asking  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  mail  route  from  Mexico,  through 
Roxbury,  to  Byron,  in  that  State;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  presented  a  petition  from 
George  Colee  P.  Martin,  of  Picolata,  Florida,  for 
increase  of  compensation;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  DAYTON  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  asking  the  removal 
of  an  obstruction  in  the  river  Delaware,  which  en- 
ables the  Camden  and  Amboy  Railroad  Company 
to  have  a  complete  monopoly  of  trade  and  travel 
above  said  obstructions;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Cominerce. 

[These  memorialists  express  the  belief  that  the 
obstruction  can  be  removed  for  !J|)10,0()0,  which 
would  prevent  the  monopoly  which  enables  it  to 
charge  at  least  six  times  as  much  as  the  p-o  7-ala 
rate  between  the  city  of  Trenton  and  Burlington 
and  Btistol  as  it  does  between  Bristol  and  Burling- 


ton and  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  between  which, 
latter  places  competition  does  exist.] 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  reported  House  bill  granting  a 
pension  to  John  Le  Roy,  without  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Building.s  he  in- 
struiled  to  inquire  into  the  exiiediency  of  iransleiri.ng  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives all  the  duties  and  powers  now  vested  in  or  exer- 
cised by  the  Connnissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  so  far  as 
respects  the  C.ipitol  and  the  grounds  appertaining  to  Ibe 
same,  and  the  persons  therein  employed. 

Mr.  B.  also  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  there  be  printed  fortie  use  of  the  Senate 

copies  of  E.\ecutive  document  No.  60,  of  ihe  Hi. use  of 

Representatives,  of  the  present  session,  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  without  the  Mexican  war  correspondence. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  authorized 
to  pny  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  to  Cliarles 
L.  Fleisehmann  such  sum  as  the  Commissioner  of  Patents 
may  certify  as  reasonable,  and  the  Committee  of  the  Con- 
tingent Fund  may  approve  of,  for  finishing  the  drawings  and 
engravings  for  the  publication,  by  order  of  the  t-enate,  of  the 
Patent  OtRce  report. 

Mr.  "WEBSTER  desired  to  give  notice  that  he 
would  to-rnorrow  ask  leave  to  introduce  "  A  bill 
to  extend  the  benefits  of  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to 
establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  to 
repeal  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,' 
to  the  wives  and  children  of  citizens." 

The  bill  provides  that  all  persons  now  or  here- 
after born  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  of 
a  father  or  mother  being  or  having  been  a  natural- 
born  citizen  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizenship;  also, 
that  every  woman  mnrried,  or  who  shall  be  mar- 
ried, to  a  citizen  of  (he  United  States  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  be  a  citizen,  and  entitled  to  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  citizenship. 

Mr.  YULEE  moved  to  postpone  the  prior  orders 
with  a  view  to  take  up  two  bills,  viz:  "A  bill  to  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  army  by  a  retired  list 
for  disabled  officers,  "and  "A  bill  to  promote  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  navy,"  for  the  purpose  of  referring 
them  to  a  select  committee,  in  order  I  hat  they  might 
be  embraced  in  a  single  bill. 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to,Mr.Y.  moved 
that  thev  be  referred  to  a  select  comtnittee. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  adverted  to  the  fact  that  a  large 
branch  of  the  military  forces  would  be  disbanded 
on  the  proclamation  of  peace  by  the  President, 
under  the  act  of  February,  1847.  There  were  also 
other  questions  before  the  Senate  touching  the  sub- 
ject of  raising  a  new  mounted  regiment  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  people  of  Oregon.  Part  of  the  present 
force  might  be  employed  for  that  purpose,  and  save 
the  necessity  of  creating  a  new  force. 

Messrs.  YULEE  and  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi, 
replied  that  the  bills  in  question  did  not  touch  the 
suliject  of  increase  or  diminution  of  force,  but  sim- 
ply to  provide  for  a  retired  list. 

After  some  further  remarks,  the  subject  was  laid 
over. 

The  resolution  offered  some  days  since  by  Mr. 
BADGER,  was  taken  up  for  consideration,  on  his 
motion.  The  resolution  directs  the  printing  of 
20,000  copies  of  the  agricultural  portion  of  tiie  re- 
port of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion by  striking  out  20,000,  and  inserting  50,000, 
and  by  adding  at  the  close,  "  and  5,000  of  the  other 
portion  of  the  report,  including  the  patent  laws  and 
decisions,  1,000  copies  of  each  to  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  for  distri- 
bution." 

Mr.  CALHOUN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  this  motion,  and  assigned  as  his  reasons  for  the 
call,  his  unwillingness  to  sanction  this  practice  of 
expending  large  sums  in  printing  a  document 
which  could  not  be  relied  on  for  its  correct- 
ness, on  account  of  the  impossibility  of  obtaining 
satisfactory  data.  He  regarded  the  proper  duties 
of  the  office  as  sufficient  to  occupy  the  whole  time 
of  the  Commissioner.  And  if  details  such  as  this 
resolution  proposed  to  throw  before  the  people 
were  to  be  collected,  the  duties  of  the  office  should 
be  separated  ,  and  two  distinct  departments  estab- 
lished. If  we  want  a  department  fur  our  internal 
afiairs,  be  it  so.  But  ho  objected  to  the  cour.se 
which  had  been  recently  introduced  of  throwing 
this  mass  of  unnecessary  labor  on  the  Commis- 
sioner, and  of  authorizing  large  and  improper  ex- 
penditures. 
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The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  asked  for  the 
reading  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HALE  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
Hmendment,  and  afterwards  against  the  resolution. 
Thi.s  business  of  book-making  he  regarded  as  a 
perfect  nuisance.  He  was  opposed  to  it  through- 
out. It  had  been  said,  that  in  making  many  books 
tliere  was  no  end.  It  could  not  be  pretended  that 
nil  these  books  were  intended  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate.  They  were  for  gratuities  to  the  constitu- 
ents of  Senators.    He  was  against  the  whole  of  it. 

Mr.  BADGER  referred  to  the  large  numbers 
which  had  been  ordered  to  be  printed  of  documents 
far  less  interesting  to  the  people  than  this  report. 
He  adverted  to  the  California  claims,  the  trial  of 
Colonel  Fremont,  and  other  matters  which  had 
been  liberally  distributed.  He  could  not  presume 
to  give  a  precise  idea  of  the  value  of  this  document, 
as  he  was  neither  a  farmer  nor  a  planter.  But  he 
thought  the  agricultural  information  embraced  in 
tliis  document,  important  to  the  whole  country. 
His  resolution  named  20,000.  The  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Florida  increased  the  number  to 
50,000.  He  knew  not  what  number  was  desirable, 
but  he  believed  the  public  money  could  not  be  bel- 
ter expended  than  for  the  benefit  of  that  large  por- 
tion of  our  fellow-citizens  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil;  and  he  knew  the  information  in  this  report 
would  be  very  acceptable  to  them.  It  might  be 
that  50,000  was  too  many,  but  a  considerable  num- 
ber would  be  required.  The  adoption  of  this  res- 
olution would  add  nothing  to  the  labors  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Patents,  as  he  has  already  made 
his  report;  and  the  question  now  is  merely  as  to 
the  printing  of  that  which  has  been  prepared.  He 
said  nothing  about  the  propriety  or  impropriety  of 
employing  the  time  of  the  Commissioner  hereafter 
in  labors  of  this  character.  That  was  not  the  ques- 
tion now  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CAMERON  remarked  that  the  Patent  Office 
was  the  only  department  which  sustained  itself. 
This  document  was  very  interesting  to  the  whole 
country.  His  constituents  felt  a  deep  interest  in 
it.  Every  mail  brought  him  letters  requesting  to 
he  furnished  with  it.  We  were  in  the  liabit  of  ex- 
pending large  sums  in  printing  other  documents, 
and  even  reports  of  our  own  speeches — a  praatice 
which  was  very  unwise,  and  which  he  hoped  to  see 
changed  before  the  close  of  the  session. 

Mr.  HALE  made  a  brief  reply,  stating  that  as 
the  subject  of  this  resolution  was  one  which  could 
not  excite  any  party  feeling,  he  thought  it  a  most 
favorable  opportunity  to  strike  a  blow  at  this  sys- 
tem of  printing  books  for  distribution.  He  did 
not  intend  to  say  anything  against  this  particular 
book,  which  mi^ht  be  very  good.  But  we  might  as 
well  print  2O,O0O  copies  of  Dombey  &  Son,  which 
would  be  quite  as  much  sought  after  as  this  docu- 
ment. The  resolution  was  merely  intended  to  put 
it  in  the  power  of  Senators  to  send  copies  abroad 
to  favorite  or  influential  constituents,  at  the  public 
expense.  He  hoped  the  whole  system  would  be 
put  an  end  to. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  made  a  brief  explanation, 
and  modified  his  resolution  so  as  to  read  30,000, 
instead  of  50,000. 

Mr.  NILES  briefly  condemned  the  system, 
which,  .lome  years  ago,  had  been  decided  to  be 
wrong.  This  practice  of  printing  the  Patent  Office 
reports,  in  their  present  enlarged  form,  grew  up 
from  a  simple  resolution  appropriating  :Jil,000  to 
enalde  the  Commissioner  to  collect  some  agricul- 
tural statistics.  Fiom  this  small  beginning  we  had 
gone  on  to  the  printing  of  a  volume  of  some  1,400 
pages,  at  a  cost  of  $90,000.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  resolution.  If  we  were  to  decide  on  the  score 
of  utility  what  should  be  printed,  it  would  be 
found  best  to  print  a  large  edition  of  the  New  Test- 
ament for  circulation. 

After  a  few  wonl.s,  in  explanation,  from  Mr. 
CALHOUN  and  Mr.  BADGER— 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  advocated  the 
amendment  and  the  resolution.  The  document 
was  one  of  great  interest  to  the  whole  country,  and 
the  number  required  bore  small  proportion  to  the 
number  of  inquiries  for  it. 

After  a  few  wnrd.s  from  Mr.  CALHOUN,  and 
from  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  who  also  advocated 
the  resolution  and  amendment,  and  expressed  a 
liope  that  his  resolutions,  submitted  some  time 
since,  would  lie  appended  to  the  next  report,  ihc 
Cjucition  was  taken  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Westcott,  and  decided  as  follows: 


YEAS — Messrs.  Badger^  Borland,  Bprrien,  Breese,  Came- 
ron, Corwin,  Ciittfnden,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Downs, 
Fetch,  Greene,  Haniliji,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  Manguin,  Pearce,  Rusk,  Sehastian,  Sturgeon, 
Underwood,  Uphani,  Webster,  and  Westcott — 23. 

NAVS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Atherton,  Ba!»l)y,  Bell,  Butler, 
Calhoun,  Davis  of  MissiSfippi,  Dickinson,  Di.v,  Hale,  Hunter, 
Lewis,  Niles,  Turney,  and  Yulee — 15. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to,  after  a  few 
words  from  Mr.  DICKINSON,  (in  opposition,) 
who  said  he  had  been  recently  written  to  for  a 
copy  of  the  Blue  Book,  but  as  he  found  it  would 
cost  §3  50,  he  declined  sending  it.  Another  per- 
son wrote  to  him,  that  understanding  Congress 
had  printed  a  book  on  Odd  Fellowship,  he  desired 
a  copy. 

The  resolution  as  amended  and  adopted  reads 
thus: 

Ordered,  That  30,000  copies  of  so  much  of  the  annual 
report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  received  during  tlie 
present  session  as  has  heen  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  be  primed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate,  to  be  bound  in  like  manner,  and  also  5,000  copies 
of  the  residue  of  said  report,  embracing  the  laws  relating  to 
patents  and  the  legal  decisions  thereon;  and  that  ],0!)0 
copies  of  each  he  given  to  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  for 
distribution. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House  relating  to 
the  adjournment  of  Congress  on  the  17lh  of  July, 
was  read  a  first  time;  when 

Mr.  BADGER  moved  that  it  lie  over  until  to- 
morrow; agreed  to. 

Mr.  DOWNS  called  up  his  resolution  to  change 
the  hour  of  meeting  to  eleven  o'clock;  which  was 
considered  and  negatived. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported,  without  amendment.  House  bill 
to  amend  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  appropriate  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  to 
grant  prei^mption  rights  to  settlers  prior  to  5th 
November,  184L" 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  the 
Senate  considered  this  bill,  and  it  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  Indian  department,  &c. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  submitted 
by  Mr.  BELL— 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  the  amendmentinvolved 
a  very  important  question.  Its  object  was  to  en- 
able the  Secretary  of  War  to  ascertain  the  number 
of  Cherokees  at  the  treaty  in  May,  1836,  and  direct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  |53  33  to 
each  individual,  whether  these  persons  remove  or 
not.  These  Cherokees  have  expressed  it  to  be 
their  wish  and  design  to  remain  in  North  Carolina. 
The  amount  of  appropriation  involved  is  about 
pOOjOOO.  This  does  not  properly  belong  to  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill.  It  is  a  claim  now  re- 
newed by  a  memorial  from  Mr.  Thomas,  although 
it  has  been  rejected  from  time  to  time  during  the 
last  twelve  years.  The  claim  is  pressed  by  nume- 
rous agents  desirous  to  derive  profit  from  their 
exertions.  After  this  explanation  of  the  character 
and  history  of  the  claim,  he  went  on  to  reply  to  the 
various  statements  and  arguments  brought  forward 
in  defence  of  the  claim,  contending  that  the  diff'erent 
authorities  to  which  the  matter  had  been  referred 
had  decided  that  the  claim  was  not  authorized  by 
the  terms  of  the  treaty.  To  the  language  of  the 
treaty  he  made  reference,  for  the  purpose  of  sus- 
taining that  decision,  and  of  showing  that  the 
amendment  was  not  deserving  of  support.  He 
contended  that  it  was  never  contemplated  to  give 
the  same  commutation  for  removal  and  subsistence 
to  the  Indians  who  remained  as  to  those  who  con- 
sented to  remove,  otherwise  they  who  refused  to 
remove-were  placed  in  a  better  position  than  they 
who  went.  He  contended  that  the  subject  was 
before  Congress  in  another  shape,  and  that  this 
amendment  ought  not  to  be  pressed  while  that  was 
pending. 

Mr.  BELL  made  a  brief  reply,  in  which  he 
stated  that  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  had 
placed  the  question  before  the  Senate  in  a  wrong 
point  of  view;  that  he  had  not  made  himself  suf- 
ficiently actiuainted  with  the  whole  subject;  and 
he  regretted  that  the  errors  of  his  statement  had 
been  communicated  in  a  tone  calculated  to  influ- 
ence Senators  who  iiad  not  given  their  minds  to 
the  investigation  of  the  facts.  Mr.  B.  went  on  to 
state  that  the  faith  of  the  Government  was  pledged 
to  the  adoption  of  the  principle  of  his  amendment. 
Instead  of  being  out  of  place  in  the  present  appro- 
priation bill,  he  asserted  that  it  ought  to  have  been 


inserted  in  the  first  appropriation  bill  after  the  com- 
pletion of  the  treaty  of  New  Ecliota.  He  regretted 
that  the  thinness  of  the  Senate  must  have  the  effect 
of  le.ssening  the  influence  of  the  statements  which 
he  felt  it  to  be  his  duly  to  make,  in  reply  to  what 
had  fallen  from  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire. 
Still  he  could  not  permit  such  erroneous  statements 
to  operate  on  the  minds  of  Senators  without  an  at- 
tempt to  place  the  subject  in  a  correct  point  of  view. 
These  Cherokees  had  given  up  the  whole  of  their 
lands,  and  had  not  received  a  dollar  for  them.  He 
again  expressed  his  regret  that  there  was  not  a 
quorum  of  the  body  present. 

Several  Senators  suggested  the  propriety  of  ad- 
journment, and  Mr.  Bell  assenting  to  the  general 
wish,  gave  way. 

Mr.  MANGUM  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn, 
but  withdrew  his  motion;  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness; and,  after  a  short  time,  the  doors  were  re- 
opened, and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  June  13,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  PALFREY  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  the  suspension  of  the  rules,  tliat 
there  might  be  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table  a 
report  and  a  bill  from  the  Committee  on  the  Libra- 
ry, having  reference  to  international  exchanges. 

Objections  were  made,  and  a  motion  to  suspend 
the  rules  was  not  now  in  order. 

WIDOWS  OF  REVOLUTIONARY  SOLDIERS. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  to  take  up  and  consider 
a  motion  to  reconsider  a  vote  to  refer  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  a 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions, adverse  to  extending  the  provisions  of  the 
pension  laws  to  the  widows  of  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  were  married  since  1794.  The  reference 
was  made  by  the  House  on  the  29th  of  February; 
since  which  time,  the  motion  to  reconsider  has  been 
undisposed  of.  His  object  was,  if  the  motion  to 
reconsider  should  prevail,  to  move  to  recommit  the 
report  and  accompanying  resolution  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  a  bill  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the 
existing  pension  laws  to  widows  who  were  married 
subsequent  to  the  1st  January,  1794.  What  time 
should  be  fixed  as  the  ultimate  limit  he  was  not 
prepared  to  say.  Some  gentlemen  were  in  favor 
of  fixing  the  1st  January,  1812;  but,  so  far  as  he 
was  concerned,  he  had  no  other  object  in  view  than 
to  get  the  subject  recommitted  to  the  committee, 
with  instructions  to  extend  the  period  beyond  that 
now  fixed.  Some  months  ago,  this  subject  was 
brought  prominently  before  the  House,  and  many 
gentlemen  expressed  opinions  in  relation  to  it. 
There  was  then  an  almost  unanimous  opinion  that 
the  time  fixed  by  the  existing  laws  granting  pen- 
sions to  the  widows  of  deceased  soldiers  was  arbi- 
trary, and  an  unjust  mode  of  determining  those  to 
whom  the  benefit  of  these  laws  should  be  extended. 
There  could  be  no  good  reason  why  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1794,  should  be  fixed  as  the  ultimate  period 
beyond  which  no  pensions  should  be  granted. 
Such  a  limit  was  arbitrary,  unjust,  and  unequal, 
and  it  ought  to  be  abandoned.  The  committee, 
however,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred  by  a 
majority,  reported  a  resolution  declaring  it  inex- 
pedient to  extend  those  laws.  But  if  any  laws 
oughtto  bcextended,it  was  these  laws  which  afford 
relief  to  the  widows  of  those  who  rendered  such 
signal  services  to  this  country  in  its  infancy.  Why 
the  period  now  named — the  1st  January,  1794 — 
should  be  the  limit,  and  why  they  should  be  con- 
fined to  that  particular  period,' was  to  him  inex- 
plicable. Fie  desired  the  House  to  take  this  subject 
into  consideration  at  this  time,  and  hence  he  hoped 
his  motion  to  reconsider  would  prevail.  He  had 
no  desire  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House  unne- 
cessarily in  the  discussion  of  a  subject  which  had 
already  consumed  so  much  time,  and,  therefore,  he 
moved  the  previous  question  on  his  motion  to  re- 
consider. 

The  House,  however,  did  not  second  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  G.  W.  JONES  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Micliigan,  asked  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion ,  but  they  were  not  ordered. 
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Mr.  COCKE  (at  whose  request  Mr.  J.  W. 
Jones  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table) 
having  made  the  report  from  the  committee,  en- 
tered into  an  explanation  of  his  action,  and  ex- 
pressed a  hope  that  the  House  would  not  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  report  and  resolution 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union.  He  hoped  the  matter  would 
come  properly  before  the  committee  for  considera-  j 
tion.  Some  time  ago,  a  resolution  passed  this  i 
House  directing  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary 
Pensions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing the  pension  laws  to  all  widows  married  subse- 
quent to  the  1st  of  .January,  1794,  and  prior  to  the 
1st  of  January,  1818.  The  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions  having  considered  the  question 
thus  presented,  reported  against  such  an  extension 
of  these  laws.  They  thought  there  was  no  reason 
for  their  extension.but  that  there  was  cause  for  lim- 
iting the  laws  to  those  who  were  married  priorto  the 
Isl  of  January,  1794.  The  committee  thought  that 
if  they  were  extended  beyond  the  period  now  fixed, 
there  was  no  good  reason  why  they  should  be  lim- 
ited to  1800,  1812,  1818,  or  any  other  time  which 
had  been  suggested.  The  object  was  to  provide 
pensions  for  all  those  who  had  shared  in  the  revo- 
lutionary struggle-,  and  hence  pensions  had  been 
provided  for  tliose  widows  who  were  married  to 
revolutionary  soldiers  prior  to  the  1st  of  January, 
1794.  It  was  supposed  that  that  period  closed,  not 
only  the  revolutionary  struggle,  but  those  Indian 
wars  which  grew  out  of  it.  The  unsettled  state  of 
the  country  prior  to  that  time,  required  the  services 
of  all,  for  all  served  and  all  suffered  lb  some  extent 
in  that  struggle  and  the  struggles  which  grew  out 
of  it,  and  all  married  during  that  time  were  deemed 
entitled  to  the  relief  ^afforded  by  the  provisions  of 
-these  laws. 

He  repeated  that  the  object  was  to  provide  pen- 
sions for  all  those  who  shared  in  the  toils  of  the 
Revolution, andlheconsequentlndian  wars.  There 
was  good  reason,  then,  for  fixing  that  limit  at  the 
1st  of  January,  1794,  from  v/hich  time  all  the  difli- 
culties  were  supposed  to  be  settled.  But,  if  pen- 
sions were  to  be  granted  to  those  subsequently 
married;  if  the  period  was  to  be  changed  to  1800; 
why  should  it  not  be  extended  to  1805-8-10,  or 
even  to  1830  ?  Why  should  not  pensions  be  granted 
even  to  those  married  at  the  present  period.'  He 
knew  not  how  a  limit  could  be  fixed  that  would 
not  be  partial  and  invidious.  As  he  had  shown, 
there  was  reason  for  fixing  the  limit  at  1794,  and 
that  limit  has  heretofore  been  acquiesced  in  by 
Congress,  and  no  good  reason  had  been  shown  for 
extending  the  provisions  of  those  laws  at  this  time. 
This  was  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Pensions,  and  hence  a  resolution  had 
been  reported  declaring  it  to  be  inexpedient  to  ex- 
tend those  provisions,  which  he  hoped  the  House 
would  sustain  by  refusing  to  adopt  this  motion  to 
reconsider.  As  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Pollock]  had  been  heard  in  support  of  his 
motion,  there  would  be  no  injustice  in  now  moving 
to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table,  and  he 
made  that  motion  accordingly. 

Mr.  S.  LAWRENCE  (at  whose  request  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was.  withdrawn)  said, 
as  one  of  the  committee,  he  wished  to  reply  very 
briefly  to  the  remarks  of  his  honorable  friend  from 
Tennessee,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions.  The  question,  as  the  gentle- 
man says,  had  been  before  the  committee,  and  had 
been  fully  examined.  A  majority  were  against 
any  extension  of  the  limitation  of  marriage  as  now 
fixed  by  law.  It  was  due  to  the  House  and  to  the 
subject  to  say,  that  the  committee  were  about 
equally  divided,  as  nearly  so  as  was  possible. 

Mr.  COCKE  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  It  was 
not  in  order  to  refer  to  wiiat  had  been  done  in  the 
standing  committees.  He  was  well  aware  that  the 
decision  in  committee  was  not  unanimous,  but  the 
majority  decided  in  favorof  the  resolution,  and  the 
majority  of  course  controlled  the  committee. 

Mr.  S.  LAWRENCE.  That  may  be  so,  but 
the  gentleman  spoke  in  general  terms  of  the  action 
of  the  committee,  and  his  remarks  were  calculated 
to  leave  the  impression  on  the  House  that  the  com- 
mittee were  unanimous.  I  desire  to  correct  this 
impression;  and  with  the  view  of  showing  what 
were  the  views  of  the  minority,  I  desire  the  Clerk 
to  read  a  report  which  I  had  the  honor  to' present 
to  the  House  at  the  time  the  gentletnan  from  Ten- 
nessee reported  this  resolution. 

Objection  was  made  to  the  reading  of  the  report. 


Mr.  S.  LAWRENCE.  Then  I  adopt  it  as  part 
of  my  remarks. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  report. 

Mr.  COCKE  asked  Mr.  L.  to  consent  to  have 
the  report  of  the  majority  of  the  committee  also 
read.  It  was  very  short;  and,  as  the  gentleman 
had  read  one  side,  it  was  fair  he  should  now  pre- 
sent the  other. 

Mr.  Lawrekce  assenting,  this  report  was  also 
read . 

Mr.  LAWRENCE  then  resumed  his  remarks, 
and  said  he  would  not  detain  the  House  but  a  few 
moments,  as  they  were  anxious  to  take  the  ques- 
tion. Since  the  attention  of  the  House  and  the 
country  had  been  called  to  this  subject  by  the  pub- 
lication of  the  reports  which  had  been  read,  he 
had  received  numerous  letters,  from  various  parts 
of  the  Union,  especially  from  the  North  and  West, 
approving,  in  strong  terms,  the  measure  proposed 
by  the  minority  of  the  committee.  Indeed,  Mr. 
Speaker,  (said  Mr.  L.,)  I  believe  there  is  a  very 
general  wish,  especially  at  the  North  and  West, 
for  the  success  of  the  proposition.  Nothing  would 
give  more  general  satisfaction  than  to  see  these 
aged  matrons,  many  of  whom  are  standing  upon 
the  very  borders  of  the  grave,  provided  for  in  such 
manner  as  to  relieve  them  from  the  pressing  hand 
of  poverty  and  want,  under  which  very  many  of 
them  are  suffering. 

The  gentleman  says  the  Government  have  gone 
to  the  utmost  extent  to  which  they  should  go  in 
their  liberality  with  the  revolutionary  soldier  and 
his  widow.  Sir,  I  think  otherwise;  the  public 
generally  think  otherwise;  and  if  we  obey  the 
public  voice,  we  shall  extend  the  limitation  of 
marriage  so  as  to  include  at  least  all  such  as  were 
participators  in  the  trying  scenes  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. We  have  grown  up  to  a  great,  prosperous, 
and  wealthy  people,  and  we  are  inclined  to  forget, 
overlook,  and  not  appreciate,  the  hardships  and 
sufferings  of  our  fathers  and  mothers  who  passed 
through  the  trying  ordeal.  Sir,  our  independence 
was  not  achieved  by  the  strong  arms  of  our  fathers 
alone.  Our  mothers  acted  quite  as  important  a 
part  in  the  great  drama,  which  surprised  the  world, 
and  which,  in  fact,  laid  the  foundation  of  a  free 
system  of  government  which  is  destmed  to  over- 
turn the  ancient  dynasties  of  the  Old  World. 

The  tottering  and  fall  of  monarchies  and  despot- 
isms, which  almost  daily  reach  us  from  the  dis- 
tant quarters  of  the  globe,  are  all,  directly  or 
indirectly,  traceable  to  our  free  republican  Govern- 
ment, which  was  founded  by  the  toil,  suffering, 
and  blood  of  our  ancestors. 

The  gentleman  says  the  distinction  heretofore 
adopted  is  the  true  limit,  and  to  extend  it  would 
be  improper. 

Sir,  I  think  he  is  incorrect.  The  limitation  is 
an  arbitrary  one,  without  a  single  well-founded 
reason  to  uphold  it;  and  I  apprehend  the  reason 
why  the  period  of  marriage  was  limited  to  Janu- 
ary 1,  1794,  was  the  fear  of  bringing  into  the 
range  of  the  law  a  greater  number  than  the  Gov- 
ernment had  means  at  that  time  to  provide  for, 
without  detriment  to  other  interests;  in  other 
words,  of  drawing  too  largely  from  the  treasury. 

This  rnight  be  a  penny-wise  conclusion.  It  may 
now  be  satisfactory  to  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, but  it  is  no  reason  at  all  for  me. 

It  is,  in  my  judgment,  dealing  out  the  mostgross 
injustice  to  one  of  the  most  deserving  and  praise- 
worthy classes  of  our  community — a  class  to  whom 
we  are  quite  as  deeply  indebted  as  to  the  revolu- 
tionary soldier.  Sir,  let  me  illustrate,  by  refer- 
ence to  a  case  within  my  own  knowledge. 

A  family  of  some  eight  or  ten  in  number,  resided 
on  the  frontier;  the  father  was  engaged  in  the  field 
as  an  oflicer  of  the  continental  line;  the  sons,  who 
were  old  enough,  were  also  in  the  service;  a  hus- 
band of  one  of  the  daughters,  who  was  also  in  the 
service,  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians,  carried 
to  Montreal,  made  his  escape,  and,  after  suffering 
incredible  hardship,  reached  his  family,  but  was 
soon  after  again  captured,  and  tomahawked.  The 
mother  and  family  left  at  home  were  twice  driven 
from  their  homes  by  the  savage  yell,  and  escaped 
only  with  their  lives,  and  from  the  hills  saw  their 
house  and  barns,  with  the  hard  earnings  of  a  sum- 
mer's toil,  and  their  entire  all,  except  what  few 
clothes  they  had  on,  burned  to  theground  or  carried 
off.  Their  whole  dependance  for  an  approaching 
winter  was  swept  away,  and  indcsciibable  suffering 
followed.  Several  of  the  brothers  fell  in  the  san- 
guinary battles  with  the  Indians  and  Tories.    One 


of  these  daughters,  old  enough  to  share  in  all  these 
deprivations,  afterwards  became  the  companion 
and  partner  of  a  soldier  who  had  served  through 
the  war.  After  his  death,  she  became  the  wife  of 
a  second  soldier  of  the  war.  She  has  survived  both, 
and  is  now  dependant  upon  the  charity  of  the 
public.  She  has  no  legal  claim  upon  the  Govern- 
ment, because  she  was  not  married  prior  to  the 
period  fixed  by  the  present  law — a  limitation  which 
my  friend  from  Tennessee  thinks  just  and  equita- 
ble, and  which  he  says  should  be  adhered  to. 

Sir,  this  is  gross  injustice,  and  should  be  at  once 
remedied.  Either  exclude  all,  or  admit  all — cer- 
tainly those  who  were  partakers  of  the  severe  trials 
of  those  dark  and  gloomy  times.  It  is  a  fact,  which 
has  probably  been  observed  by  all,  that  a  long 
service  in  the  army  of  the  Revolution  incapacitated 
many  of  the  soldiers  from  ever  becoming  wealthy: 
the  best  portion  of  their  lives  was  devoted  to  their 
country's  service.  They  were  poorly  paid,  or  not 
paid  at  all — Government  money  proving  worth- 
less. These  widows  have  aided  and  assisted  these 
veterans  onward  through  life,  and  have  rendered 
important  aid  and  comfort,  and  smoothed  their 
pathway  to  the  grave.  They  are,  therefore,  doubly 
entitled  to  our  consideration:  first,  for  the  service 
rendered  their  brothers  and  fathers  in  time  of  the 
war,  in  supporting  and  sustaining  the  family  at 
home,  while  the  soldier  was  in  the  camp,  and  fight- 
ing for  our  very  existence;  second,  for  the  valuable 
service  rendered  the  soldier  in  after  life.  Neither 
the  gentleman  nor  the  country  need  be  alarmed  at 
the  magnitude  of  the  addition  which  this  will  make 
to  the  pension  list.  It  may  add  5,000  to  the  list, 
bringing  up  the  number  to  28,000,  and  increase 
the  expense  §300,000;  but  what  is  this,  in  offset,  to 
the  great  amount  of  comfort  and  happiness  which 
would  be  imparted  to  a  venerated  class  of  a  former 
age,  who  are  yet  lingering  among  us,  although 
upon  the  verge  of  the  grave,  and  many  of  whom 
are  in  indigent  circumstances .'  Death  is  daily  thin- 
ning their  ranks,  and  a  very  few  years  more  will 
remove  them  all  to  that  bourne  from  whence  none 
return. 

We  have  magnanimously  voted  f25,000  to  the 
aged  and  respected  widow  of  one  of  our  ex-Presi- 
dents. This  assumed  the  form  of  consideration 
for  valuable  manuscripts,  but  I  regarded  it  as  sub- 
stantially a  gratuity,  and  certainly  none  could 
grudge  the  boon.  But,  sir,  what  an  amount  of 
happiness  would  a  similar  sum  have  imparted,  dis- 
tributed, as  is  proposed  in  this  bill,  among  the 
widows  of  the  poor  soldiers? 

Are  we  less  indebted  to  the  soldier  who  bore  the 
musket  on  the  bloody  fields  of  the  revolutionary 
struggle,  or  to  their  widows,  who  shared  their 
dangers  and  toils,  than  to  our  statesmen,  who 
have  rendered  ever  so  valuable  service  in  the  coun- 
cil chamber.'  I  admit  the  obligation  of  the  coun- 
try to  see  that  both  are  provided  for;  but  I  insist 
that  the  aged  partner  of  the  revolutionary  soldier 
should  not  be  forgotten  while  we  are  dealing  so 
liberally  with  those  in  the  higher  walks  of  life, 
however  deserving. 

The  consideration  for  a  pension,  or  gratuity,  is 
always  founded  upon  important  services  rendered 
the  Government  in  military  or  other  employments. 
Who  will  say  that  in  the  case  before  us  we  have 
not  the  most  ample  consideration?  Our  Govern- 
ment has  adopted  a  pension  system,  which  has 
been  in  operation  since  the  days  of  Mr.  Monroe, 
who  recommended  it  in  1817;  in  1818,  the  first 
general  law  granting  pensions  to  revolutionary  sol- 
diers was  passed,  and,  under  the  different  laws  pro- 
viding for  revolutionary  soldiers  and  their  widows, 
the  Government  has  fiaid  the  sum  of  §43,968,700 
46;  other  pensions,  §16,000,553  64;  making  a  total 
of  §59,969,254  10.  The  invalid  pension  system 
dates  back  to  1791.  The  highest  sum  paid  to  rev- 
olutionary pensioners  was  in  1833,  and  amounted 
to  §4,294,861  12.  The  last  year  (1847)  there  was 
paid  to  this  class  of  pensioners  §1,148,378  81. 
From  this  statement  it  will  be  readily  seen  that  the 
list  is  rapidly  diminishing,  notwitlisianding  the 
additions  that  have  been  made  from  time  to  time. 
It  will  still  continue  to  diminish,  if  this  bill  report- 
ed by  the  minority  should  become  a  law,  and,  as  I 
have  already  said,  would  in  a  few  short  years  en- 
tirely disappear. 

I  am  aware  that  this  sixty  millions  paid  to  our 
pensioners  looks  like  a  large  sum;  but  who  will 
say  that  we,  as  a  people,  are  any  the  poorer  for 
having  discharged  this  debt  of  gratitude,  so  richly 
merited?     Wlio   could   wish  to  recall  it?     Who 
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does  not  rejoice  in  the  reflection,  that  we  have,  to 
Boine  extern,  l)een  able  to  indmiiiiry  them  for  ihe 
great  sacritii-es  made  by  them  in  our  struggle  for 
imiependencc?  1  am  confident  there  is  but  one 
opinion  on  this  subject  everywhere,  unless  it  be  in 
Bonie  sections  uiiere  the  whole  system  is  opposed. 
Snice  the  subject  has  been  brought  before  tlie 
House  and  the  country,  in  the  publicaiii)n  of  the 
reports  of  the  majority  and  minority,  1  have  read 
lettersfrom  various  portions  of  the  country  strongly 
recommending  the  measure,  and  expressing  the 
greatest  anxieiy  that  it  may  become  a  law.  1  will 
add  an  extract  from  a  letter  received,  which  is  but 
an  expression  of  public  sentiment,  as  far  as  1  liave 
been  able  to  gather  it  from  all  quarters: 

":?ir:  Hiiviiiglatily  received  from  a  friend  at  VVashinnton 
t  veral  reporls  nf  cuiiiiiiiitt-e.-,  aiiioii!!  ill*;!!!,  I  ob.-ervtd  one 
1)V  Sidney  Ltuvreiice,  from  llic  Cuiiiiiiittee  on  Uevolulionary 
Pdosi  )iis,  aiioiil  t!u;  I  ist  of  F.bru:iry,  vvinc-h  much  attracted 
my  aiit'iiiion  ;  fi.sl,  hecau-c;  ii  is  a  subject  wliidi  I  have  for 
two  or  three  years  pa^t  .-ubiiiiiu-d  to  Ihe  consideration  of  iny 
late  friind  and  iieighlior,  Joliii  Q.  Adams,  decua.-ed  ;  and 
second,  h  cau-o  I  admire  tlie  lenorol  the  lansuaue  and  ilhi.- 
trati  )ns  einpl  y  d  in  your  rcpori,  lo  atiret  a  i;ood  and  just 
oliject.  It  has  liilien  to  iny  lot  lo  assist  a  very  c<m.-id  rahle 
numlicr  of  these  pension  (l.iiiiiaiit-  in  t:ii-qMarier,and  many 
of, which  'wit'iont  money  and  without  price  ;'  and  about 
iiin  teen  out  of  twenty  wire  actually  jiooraiid  niucli  needed 
and  deserved  soniethiii^'  of  that  coohtry-s  tiouiity,  wliich  re- 
ceived aid,  both  from  male  and  female  exertion,  in  the  peri- 
od vou  mention,  that  truly  '  tried  men's  soiil.-.'  And  barely 
to  lie.  d  as.-i-iaiice  by  ^«ch  CLainiants  is  not  all  in  Ibis  mat- 
ter:  it  is  will  known  that  iiio-t  of  llie  soldiers  of  the  R.  vo- 
luiion  lost  most  ot  their  wa."  s  for  this  iinporlant  service,  by 
Ibe  depreci.ition  of  the  medium  called  Continental  vioj,cy, 
ajid  the  lem  lies  of  tl.at  day  necessarily  shared  in  the  losses 
and  siitrerinss  of  that  day.  General  Washiniston  menlioned 
this  circumstance  many  years  since— I  think  in  his  address  to 
the  Governor^  of  the  then  thirteen  states  of  America — and 
expressed  a  ?iiiecre  hope  and  wish  that  tlie  States  might  be 
prosperous  under  tin  ir  new  system  of  government,  and, 
sooner  or  lati-r,  have  the  means,  and  do  something  more  for 
the  veteran  soldier,  who  hud  done  much  for  hiscountiy;  and  I 
have  the  impression  it  was  the  same  object  and  feili  iig  which 
induced  President  Monroe  to  recommend  the  system  of  rev- 
olutionary pensions  in  the  year  1817. 

"It  is  well  known  in  this  quarter  that  the  pension  allow- 
ances have  relieved  many,  both  male  and  female,  from  the 
necessity  of  passing  their  very  la^t  days  on  the  cold  charities 
of  a  poorhouse  ;  and,  sir,  should  your  bill  prevail,  il  would 
confer  acts  of  charity,  as  well  as  acts  of  justice  ;  it  would  fur- 
nish the  means  to  procure  a  >\w  liitle  necessary  comforts  for 
the  ajed  widow,  to  cheer  the  eveningof  life,  wliich  she  could 
BOt  expect  otherwise  to  realize  and  enjoy.  Believing  our 
country  to  possess  abundant  means,  I  always  hope  she  will 
never  be  reluctant  in  doing  actsof  public  ju?tiee. 

"  If  Genrue  Wa-hinginn  ever  utti-red  a  sentence  of  twelve 
words  of  more  weight  and  irresistible  truth  than  any  other  of 
tlie  same  length,  it  was  tvlien  he  said,  '  Public  justice  is 
one  of  the  mam  p  liars  to  sustain  our  Republic' 

"  I  will  only  add,  that  my  only  wish  is,  on  this  point,  tliat 
our  Republic  may  be  preserved  for  the  benefit  and  tiaiiquil- 
lityof  the  people  of  this  and  of  the  other  nations  of  the  earth  ; 
and  that  all  p^'ople  may  he  favored  with  sufficient  light, 
kiinwhdge,  self  respect,  and  virtue,  to  govern  themselves, 
and  that  the  despots  and  inonarchs  of  the  earth  may  find 
Bafety  in  retirement  to  peacefiil  citizenship." 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  the  motion  to  reconsider 
will  prevail,  in  order  that  the  resolution  may  be 
sent  back  to  the  committee,  with  instructions  to 
report  the  bill  attached  to  the  minority  report,  and 
that,  when  it. shall  be  so  reported,  it  may  receive 
the  sanction  of  the  House,  as  I  believe  it  will  of 
both  branches  of  Congress,  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  WHITE  thought  they  had  comsumed  quite 
enough  of  the  public  time  about  this  matter,  and 
he  therefore  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  remonstrated;  but  the  call 
for  the  previous  question  wasseconded,  and,  under 
its  operation,  the  inotion  of  Mr.  Pollock  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  thattheHnu.se  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union; 
but  withdrew  the  motion  at  tlie  request  of 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  on  whose  motion  the  reference 
of  a  bill  wag  changed  from  his  committee  to  that 
on  the  Judiciary. 

APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  NAVAL  SERVICE.   , 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Btaie  of  the  Union,  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tion.s  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1849,  (Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  in 
the  chair.) 

When  the  committee  rose  yesterday  the  amend- 
ment jiending  was  "for  mcteoroloirjcal  observa- 
tions, to  be  conducted  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  f,2,00()." 

Mr.  STANTON  mnvid  the  following  amend- 
ment, lo  come  in  immediately  after  the  last  amcnd- 
menl:  "  For  the  establish  men  t  of  a  depot  fur  naval 
etores,  which  the  .Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby 
required  to  cause  to  be  located  at  or  near  New  Or- 
eaus,  ^SU.OOO." 


Mr.  S.  said  he  should  embrace  the  first  opportu- 
nity which  should  present  itself  to  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Atki.vson,  that  it  migiit  be  seen 
which  of  them  stood  in  the  right  before  the  coun- 
try. 

At  his  request,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  was  read  m  favor  of  the  at>propriation. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  an  amendment  to  reduce 
the  sum  to  1^5,000.  He  said  that  this  subject  had 
been  before  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs,  where 
it  had  undergone  a  thorough  investigation.  It  was 
true  that  a  majority  of  the  committee  had  voted  in' 
favor  of  the  object,  but  the  committee  were  by  no 
means  unanimous  in  approving  it.  There  were 
some  members  who  considered  the  establishment 
of  such  a  depot  wholly  unnecessary.  There  was 
one  already  at  Memphis,  and  another  in  the  naval 
establishment  at  Pensacola.  Fie  considered  this  as 
a  mere  entering-wedge  for  future  appropriations  to 
an  indefinite  amount.  The  proposed  depot  was  a 
matter  wholly  of  a  local  character;  it  was  intended 
for  the  benefit  of  New  Orleans,  but  would  be  of 
no  practical  benefit  at  all  to  the  naval  service. 

Mr.  STANTON  briefly  advocated  the  appro- 
priation on  the  ground  of  us  usefulness  In  propor- 
tion to  the  small  amount  it  would  cost  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  WHITE  continued  to  oppose  it  as  not  need- 
ed. The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  not  recom- 
mended it;  lie  said  indeed  it  would  be  a  good  thing, 
and  he  had  no  objection  to  it,  but  he  did  not  urge 
it.  Tiiere  would  be  great  difficulty  of  access  to 
it  if  placed  where  it  was  proposed;  it  was  not  a 
suitable  place  for  such  an  establishment. 

Mr.  STANTON  could  not  conceive  how  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  could  say  that  the  Sec- 
retary did  not  recommend  it;  the  gentleman  surely 
could  not  have  read  the  letter,  or  listened  to  it 
when  read  at  the  Clerk's  desk.  If  the  gentleman 
had  attended  to  it,  he  would  have  found  that  the 
Secretary  gave  some  half  dozen  of  strong  and  co- 
gent reasons  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  WHITE  thought  his  recommendation  a 
very  faint  one  indeed. 

The  question  being  put,  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  White  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TUCK  moved  to  reduce  the  amount  in  the 
amendment  to  §3,000. 

Mr.  T.  said  lie  was  opposed  to  this  amendment 
in  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs,  on  the  ground 
that  we  had  now  sufficient  accommodations  for 
naval  stores.  If  they  made  the  appropriation  rec- 
ommended by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  it 
was  but  the  beginning  of  appropriations  which 
would  be  asked  for  year  after  year  for  the  ne.xt 
half  century,  and  neither  we  nor  posterity  would 
soon  hear  the  end  of  the  demands  for  appropria- 
tions for  this  station  for  dry  docks,  &c.  It  looked 
to  a  state  of  war;  all  the  arrangements  for  the  navy 
looked  to  a  state  of  perpetual  war.  He  opposed  this 
on  the  same  principle  that  he  would  oppose  arm- 
ing every  citizen.  Let  us  arm  the  navy  as  though 
we  considered  every  nation  our  enemy,  and  we 
would  always  be  in  danger  of  getting  into  war,  and 
should  be  continually  falling  into  it,  according  to 
the  caprice  or  ambition  of  the  Executive.  He  was 
opposed  to  the  appropriation  of  itself,  and  as  being 
thecommencement  of  appropriations  without  limit 
Mr.  T.  then  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  moved  to  reduce  the  amount 
in  the  amendment  to  $10  000. 

Mr.  A.  remarked  that  he  liad  yesterday  opposed 
the  appropriation  of  §2,000  towards  (as  il  had  been 
calletl  by  some)  the  raising  of  storms,  and  he  had 
then  showed  that  the  notions  or  opinions  advanced 
by  some  gentlemen  of  his  own  political  party  were 
those  which,  a  I'aw  years  ago,  were  the  distin- 
guishing characteristics  of  the  Federal  party;  and 
he  had  then  said,  and  still  entertained  the  opinion, 
that  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  fallen  into 
one  of  the  Federal  notions  of  that  distinguished 
statesman  who  had  recently  gone  to  a  better  world, 
as  he  hoped. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  been  pleased 
to  say  he  would  take  an  early  opportunity  to  no- 
tice this  subject;  and  he  thought  the  gentleman 
would  need  to  make  some  effort  to  clear  himself 
entirely  of  the  charge  of  Federal  notions,  and  might 
.save  himself  the  labor  of  attacking  his  (Mr.  A.'s) 
Democracy.  During  the  long  period  that  he 
(Mr.  A.)  liad  been  in  public  life,  he  had  never  given 
11  vote  whiih  had  evi-n  smelt  of  Federalism;  he 
had  never  voted  for  an  appropriation  not  strictly 
authorized  by  the  Cunstitution  of  the  United  Stales; 


neither  had  he  made  a  speech  against  James  K. 
Polk,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  held 
him  up  before  the  people  fov  his  veto  of  the  river 
and  harbor  bill.  When  he  should  have  done  that, 
he  acknowledged  he  might  well  be  suspected  (If 
being  tinctured  with  what  was  now  called  Whig- 
gery,  but  in  old  times  was  known  by  the  name  of 
Federalism. 

The  impression  seemed  to  exist  upon  the  minda 
of  some  that  the  appropriation  of  $2,000,  which 
was  under  consideration  yesterday,  had  been  rec- 
ommended by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy.  This 
was  not  the  case.  It  was  recommended  by  Pro- 
fessor Baclie,  of  the  coast  survey 

Mr.  STANTON  (interposing)  said- he  did  not 
intend  lo  enter  into  any  discussion  of  matters 
which  were  not  pertinent  at  this  time,  but  should 
recur  to  Ihe  subject  on  an  early  occasion. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  replied,  that  whenever  he  re- 
curred to  it,  he  would  meet  a  rejoinder  which  would 
not  be  very  agreeable  to  him,  as  far  as  regarded 
his  political  opinions.  He  had  no  hesitation  to 
comfiare  his  opinions  with  those  of  the  gentleman. 
Mr.  A.  then  withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Stanton's  amend- 
ment— 

Mr.  McKAY  would  like  to  know  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  what  would  be  the  probable 
cost  of  the  works  contemplated.'  If  he  understood 
the  reading  of  the  letter,  it  stated  that  the  present 
appropriation  was  merely  for  the  purdiase  of  the 
land. 

The  CHAIRMAN  reminded  Mr.  McKay  that 
his  remarks  were  out  of  order,  as  he  had  moved  no 
amendment. 

Mr.  STANTON  would  refer  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  for  a  reply  to  the  letter  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  and  hoped  it  would  again  be 
read;  which  was  done  accordingly  by  common 
consent. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Stanton's 
amendment  by  tellers,  and  the  vote  stood  ayes  61, 
noes  37;  no  quorum  voting. 

The  CHAIRMAN  then  ordered  the  roll  to  be 
called,  in  compliance  with  the  126th  rule  of  the 
House;  which  being  done,  the  committee  rose, 
and  the  chairman  reported  the  names  of  the  ab- 
sent members  to  the  Plouse,  to  be  entered  on  the 
Journal. 

The  committee  then  resumed  its  session, and  the 
question  being  again  stated  on  Mr.  STAkTOi's 
amendment,  if  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  91,  noes  36. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved,  by  direction  of  the 
Naval  Committee,  the  following  amendment,  to 
come  in  after  the  last  amendment: 

For  indemnification  for  losses  of  necessary  clothing,  uni- 
form, bed  and  table  furniture,  books  and  instruments,  to  ilie 
oflicers  and  crews  of  the  sloop  Peacock,  which  was  wrecked 
and  lost  at  the  mouth  of  the  Coluinbii  river  on  Ihe  I81I1  day 
ofJuly,  1841  ;  of  the  steam  frigate  Missouri,  burnt  at  Gibral- 
tar in  1H3;  the  scliooncr  Grampus,  lost  at  sea  ;  the  schooner 
Shark,  wrecked  and  Inst  at  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia  river, 
Septeuibr'r  10,  1846,  fifty  thousand  dollars:  ProiUetf,  That 
the  amount  of  such  losses  in  the  case  of  each  claimant  shall 
be  established,  by  aliidavit  or  proof,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  shall  be  paid  only  to  the  appli- 
cant him  self,  or  his  authorized  asent,  or,  in  case  of  his  death, 
to  his  widow,  or  if  there  be  no  widow,  then  to  his  surviving 
children,  or  if  there  be  neither  widow  nor  children,  then  to 
the  brothers  and  sisters  now  living,  and  who  are  minors,  or 
were  minors  at  the  time  that  the  lossoccurrcd  :  .^?irf;norir/crJ 
alio,  That  no  more  than  the  actual  amount  of  loss  shall  be 
paid  in  any  case,  nor  shall  the  entire  allowance  on  account 
of  any  individual  in  their  respective  grades  exceed  tlie  fol- 
lowing sums,  viz  :  to  a  captain,  eight  hundred  dollars;  to  a 
commander  or  lieutenant  commanding, six  hunilred  dollars; 
to  a  lie  iten;mt,surceon,  ;is-i<taiit  surgeon,  purser,  chaplain, 
professor,  chief  cnsineer,  or  capiain  of  marines,  four  hnndred 
and  fifty  dollars;  to  a  master,  passed  midshipman,  fir-r  as. 
sistant  engineer,  first  lieutenant  of  marines,  three  hundred 
dollar^;  to  a  midshipman, second  or  third  as>istant  fimineer, 
third  lieutenant  of  mariu' s,  clerk,  or  master's  miil'',  two 
hundred  dollars;  to  a  boatswain,  L'nnner,cnrpeiiter,sailmaker, 
one  hundred  doll  irs,  to  a  petty  officer,  or  sergeant  or  corporal 
of  marines,  fifty  dollars  ;  loa  seaman,  ordinary  seaman,  mu- 
rine, or  mnsiciim,  forty  dollars;  to  a  landsman,  hoy,  or  fire- 
man, tliitiy  dollars. 

Mr.  SIMS  inquired  if  that  amendment  was  in 
order.''  It  made  no  appropriation  for  the  naval 
service,  hut  was  in  fact  making  this  bill  tlie  means 
of  legislation  on  private  claims. 

The  CHAIR  decided  it  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  explained  the  purpo.se  which 
the  committee  conteniplateil,  in  Ihe  course  of  which 
he  was  underslond  to  say  'hat  this  amendment  was 
designed  to  indemnify  officers  and  seamen  fur  losses 
hitherto  sustained  by  the  loss  of  vessels  of  the 
United  Slates  at  sea,  for  which  no  existing  law 
made  any  provision,  and  that  a  bill  would  be  re- 
ported to  make  provision  for  all  future  cases  of  a 
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like  character.  He  urged  on  the  House  the  jus- 
tice of  the  claims  of  the  officers  and  seamen  of  the 
vessels  named  in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  amend  the  amendment, 
by  inserting;  after  the  word  "  Shark"  the  word 
"Somers." 

Mr.  KliSTG,  of  Georgia,  moved  an  amendment, 
to  obtain  the  opportunity  to  say  a  few  words, 
wliich  he  withdrew  when  he  concluded.  He  said, 
in  the  American  service  there  was  no  law  autho- 
rizing the  payment  of  indemnities  for  losses  by 
officers  and  seamen  of  ships  of  war.  In  tiie  Brit- 
ish service  provision  was  made,  and  a  pro  rata 
scale  of  remuneration  established,  by  wliich  the 
Admiralty  remunerated  the  sulferers.  He  desired 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  particularly 
to  this  fact.  It  was  part  of  the  disciphne  of  a^hip 
of  war,  that  when  a  ship  was  on  fire,  or  in  danger 
of  being  wrecked,  the  officers  and  crew  were  not 
permitted  under  any  circumstances  to  take  any 
measures  for  the  preservation  of  their  own  prop- 
erty; and,  consequently,  when  the  Missouri  was 
lost  by  fire  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar,  her  crew,  as 
in  all  such  cases,  were  beat  to  quarters;  not  a  man 
was  permitted  to  take  the  slightest  thing  of  his 
own,  or  to  make  any  attempt  to  save  anything  be- 
JonH^ing  to  him.  All  the  exertions  of  tlie  officers 
and  crew  were  directed  to  the  saving  of  the  ship, 
and  not  until  the  ship  was  beyond  all  hope  of  pres- 
ervation, were  they  permitted  even  to  save  their 
lives — not  even  until  there  was  danger  of  the  ship 
being  blown  up  by  the  explosion  of  the  magazine. 
And  so  it  was  when  the  Peacock  was  lost,  the 
officeis  and  crew  not  being  permitted  to  leave  the 
ship  until  she  was  actually  going  to  pieces;  those 
who  were  the  last  to  leave  being  exposed  to  im- 
minent peril  of  their  lives,  and  actually  esca[>ing 
without  a  second  suit  of  clothes  to  their  backs. 
The  Naval  Committee  have  had  this  subject  under 
consideration,  and  they  approved  of  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
ScHENCK.]  The  committee  had  not  been  able  to 
establish  a.  pro  rata  amount  to  be  paid  in  future 
cases,  but  tliey  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  amount  proposed  to  be  paid  by  the  amendment 
was  fair  and  equitable,  and  future  cases  they 
intended  to  provide  for  by  a  bill  to  be  hereafter 
introduced.  He  hoped  the  amendment  would  be 
adopted.  It  was  due  to  the  officers  and  seamen 
who  had  suffered  such  imminent  perils  and  priva- 
tions. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  inserting  "  the  steamer  Caroline, 
and  all  steamboats  lost  on  the  Ohio  and  Mississip- 
pi rivers." 

Mr.  KING  said  he  should  be  willing  to  have  all 
Buch  cases  provided  for,  but  they  should  be  charged 
to  the  proper  quarter.  But  the  amendment  was 
not  now  in  order,  because  those  steamboats  were 
not  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  replied  that  the  steamer 
Caroline  was  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
Many  of  the  steamers  lost  on  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi rivers  were  employed  in  carrying  the 
mails,  and  consequently  they  were  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Government. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  this  was  a  naval  service 
bill, and  vessels  engaged  in  carrying  the  mail  could 
not  be  said  to  be  in  the  nava,l  service  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  GENTRY  begged  to  suggest  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois  [Mr.  Richardson]  that  he  might 
accomplish  his  object  by  getting  a  liberal  appro- 
priation foi'  removing  the  snags  out  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  rivers. 

The  CHAIR  intimated  that  gentlemen  were  not 
in  orjler  in  debating  an  amendment  which  was  it- 
self not  in  order.  He  did  not  understand  thegen- 
tleman  from  Illinois  to  desire  to  make  provision  for 
vessels  in  I  he  naval  service. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said  he  would  inquire  if 
steamboats  could  be  in  the  land  service?  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

I'he  CHAIRMAN  said  he  did  not  undertake  to 
decide  constitutional  questions.  [Renewed  laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  GENTRY  submitted  to  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  that  he  .«;hould  ask  for  an  appropriation  of 
$500,000  to  clear  out  all  obstructions  from  naviga- 
ble streams  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  such  an  amendment 
would  be  out  of  order. 

Some  other  conversation  ensued,  and  then  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Richardson  was  rejected. 


Mr  I.E.  HOLMES  (having  obtained  the  floor 
to  explain  an  amendment  whicti  he  subsequently 
withdrew)  advocated  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Schenck.] 
In  reference  to  the  object  contemplated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Richardson,]  he  said 
he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  would  not  aid 
in  continuing  the  neglect  of  those  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice because  the  western  country  had  met  with 
neglect.  He  (Mr.  Holmes)  was  opposed  to  internal 
improvements  generally,  but  he  granted  that  the 
western  country  had  been  neglected  by  Congress. 
There  had  been  great  losses  sustained,  of  the  cause 
of  which,  in  those  western  rivers  down  which  the 
great  argosies  of  the  West  floated,  there  was  reason 
i'or  complaint,  and  at  the  proper  time  he  would  give 
his  assistance  to  clear  out  those  waters.  But  he 
repeated, 'he  hoped,  because  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  found  evils  in  the  rivers  to  correct  for  which 
no  adequade  provision  had  been  made,  that  he 
would  not  object  to  the  correction  of  evils  on  the 
ocean.  In  this  case,  equity  demanded  that  those 
in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  who  were  com- 
mitted to  the  charge  of  the  Government,  and  who 
dared  not  disobey  when  in  peril  on  the  ocean,  to 
save  their  own  property  and  preserve  their  own 
lives,  should  be  indemnified  by  Congress.  They 
were  obliged  to  attend  to  the  saving  of  the  ship, 
the  property  of  this  Government,  in  the  midst  of 
excitement,  and  alarm,  and  danger,  and  consterna- 
tion, which  were  attendant  on  the  loss  of  such 
vessels.  They  were  obliged  to  neglect  the  pres- 
ervation of  their  own  property  to  save  that  of  the 
Government  under  which  they  serve;  and  would 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  see  them  sink  down 
and  be  ingulfed  in  poverty  without  lending  a  single 
hand  to  save  them }  He  trusted  there  would  be  felt 
a  generous  emotion,  and  that  there  would  be  gen- 
erous action  for  those  men  who  have  lost  their  all 
in  the  service  of  the  country. 

Mr.  GREEN  pointed  out  the  necessity  of  some 
further  amendment  in  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Schenck,]  so  as  to  pre- 
ventany  claimsfor  clothingand  other  property  over 
and  above  what  might  be  required  by  the  service 
of  the  country.  It  might  be  in  the  navy  as  in  the 
army,  that  officers  would  carry  a  greater  amount 
of  clothing  and  other  property  than  the  service  re- 
quired, and  he  thought  Congress  should  not  be 
bound  to  pay  for  that  which  was  not  requisite.  An 
officer,  for  instance,  might  take  with  him  a  servant 
who  might  lose  his  life,  and  such  loss  was  borne 
by  the  officer  to  whom  he  belonged;  but  without 
some  modification  he  feared  the  door  would  be  leit 
open  for  such  claims  to  come  here.  He  believed 
that  Cassius  M.  Clay  carried  with  him  two  fiddles 
to  the  Mexican  war,  which  were  certainly  not  re- 
quired by  the  public  service,  and  should  not  be 
paid  for  by  the  Government  in  the  event  of  their 
loss. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  consented  to  modify  his  amend- 
ment by  the  insertion  of  the  word  "necessary" 
before  the  word  "  clothing,"  &c.,  so  as  to  remove 
the  objection  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri. 

Mr.  CABELL  offered  the  following  amendment 
to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Schenck: 

And  to  Lieutenant  O.  11.  Benyniari  and  tlie  seamen 
fent  by  CDiriinanderCarppnler  loconimunicate  to  lire  squad- 
ron off  Vtra  Cruz  the  condition  of  the  brig  'I'riixton,  winch 
went  ashore  near  'I'anipico,  on  the  coast  of  Mexico,  in  the 
year  1846,  lor  tlie  loss  ol  necessary  cluthins;,  unilbnu,  bed 
and  table  lurnilure,  books,  and  insuunienis. 

Mr.  C.  briefly  explained  the  object  of  his  amend- 
ment to  be  to  indemnify  Lieutenant  Berryman  and 
the  twelve  seamen  who  were  with  him  in  the  haz- 
ardous service  mentioned  in  the  amendment,  in 
which  they  suffered  the  losses  for  which  he  pro- 
posed they  should  be  remunerated.  They  endured 
hardships  such  as  few  men  were  capable  of  endu- 
ring, and  lost  all  their  private  property,  which  was 
taken  by  the  Mexicans,  and  hence  he  hoped  the 
amendment  would  be  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of 
63  to  58. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Schenck]  as  amend- 
ed. 

Mr.  GREEN  said  the  amendment  made  on  his 
suggestion  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  did  not 
entirely  meet  his  views.  He  wi.shed  to  limit  the 
provision  to  clothing,  cV-c,  "  necessary  to  the  pub- 
lic service,  as  re(]uire(l  by  the  regulation.s;"  conse- 
quently the  modification  did  not  go  far  enough. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  replied  that  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  would  perceive  that  the  property  actually 


lost  must  be  proved, and  theSecretary  of  the  Navy 
would  then  exercise  his  judgment  in  the  mailer. 
With  the  insertion  of  the  word  "  necessary,"  to 
which  he  had'con.sented,  and  the  exercise  of  the 
discretion  of  the  depariinenl,  every  object  would 
be  accomplished  in  the  prevention  of  claims  for 
articles  that  were  not  requisite.  There  was  this 
objection  to  the  insertion  of  the  words  "  as  required 
by  the  regulations  of  the  service,"  that  there  were 
no  such  regulations.  There  were  certain  ihinga 
which  the  officers  and  seamen  must  have,  and  of 
those  things  the  department  must  judge;  but  there 
were  no  regulations  prescribing  how  many  panta- 
loons and  shirts  each  officer  and  man  must  have. 
If,  therefore,  the  words  suggested  were  inserted, 
all  allowance  for  clothing  would  be  excluded.  It 
would  be  better  to  leave  it  to  the  department,  by 
which  it  would  be  ascertained  whether  a  claimartt 
was  making  a  sham  claim  or  not. 

Mr.  GREEN  was  satisfied  ;wiih  this  explana- 
tion. 

Mr.  McKAY  said,  there  was  no  instance  in  the 
legis-lation  of  this  Government  in  which  such  a 
provision  had  been  made  as  was  proposed  to  be 
made  by  this  amendment.  There  had  been  no 
law  passed  by  Congress  lieretofore,  from  the  found- 
ation of  the  Government,  which  had  authorized 
indejnnification,  either  to  officers  of  the  army  or 
the  navy,  for  loss  of  personal  effects.  If  they 
adopted  this  amendment,  justice  would  require 
that  its  provisions  should  be  greatly  extended, 
even  as  far  back  as  the  year  1789,  when  this  Gov- 
ernment was  organized,  and  that  military  officers, 
as  well  as  those  of  ti.e  navy,  should  be  entitled  to 
its  benefits.  He  quoted  from  the  provisions  of  the 
British  Government,  which  were  exceedingly  lib- 
eral, to  show  that  this  proposition  went  beyond 
them  in  liberality.  He  hoped  the  amendment 
would  be  rejected. 

The  CHAIRMAN,  on  reflection,  decided  that 
the  amendment  was  not  in  order.  His  decision 
was  based  on  the  eightieth  rule,  which  provided 
that  no  appropriation  shall  be  reported  in  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  bills,  or  be  in  order  as  an  amend- 
ment thereto,  for  any  expenditure  not  previously 
authorized  by  law. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  appealed  from  that  decision, 
and  proceeded  to  debate  the  question. 

Mr.  SIMS  inquired  if  the  gentleman  was  in 
order.' 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  he  was. 

Mr.  SIMS  contended,  that  when  the  committee 
was  acting  under  an  order  of  the  House  closing 
debate  at  a  certain  time,  when  that  time  arrived, 
the  committee  was  in  the  position  in  which  the 
House  would  be  placed  when  acting  under  the 
previous  question — no  debate  being  in  order  except 
five  minutes  explanatory  of  amendments. 

The  CH  Al  R  was  of  opinion  that  such  questions 
were  embraced  within  thegeneral  rulcof  the  House, 
and  that  debate  was  in  order  on  the  appeal. 

Mr.  SIMS  appealed  from  that  decision. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  appeal  would  not 
now  lie,  an  appeal  being  before  the  commiuee. 
The  question  was  on  the  appeal  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said,  there  were  precedents  to 
justify  such  an  appropriation.  The  corps  of  scien- 
tific men  who  were  on  board  the  Enterprise,  as 
well  as  her  officers  and  men,  had  received  compen- 
sation for  the  loss  of  their  properly.  But  there 
was  no  need  to  resort  to  precedents  for  authority. 
The  very  rule  of  the  House  referrtd  to  by  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  McKay] 
admitted  expressly  of  the  introduction  into  an 
appropriation  bill  of  contingencies  requisite  to 
carry  on  the  several  departments  of  Government. 
This  appropriation  was  for  one  of  the  contingencies 
of  the  naval  service.  If  by  its  regulations  the 
Government  comfielled  both  sailors  and  officers, 
in  a  case  of  emergency  at  sea,  to  abandon  all  per- 
sonal care  of  their  own  property,  and  to  devote 
themselves  wholly  to  the  safety  of  the  property  of 
the  Government,  a  contingency  thus  arose,  if  the 
property  of  sailors  or  officers  was  lost  in  conse- 
quence, in  the  naval  service,  for  which  it  was  in 
order  to  make  provision  in  an  appropriation  bill. 
He  admitted  that  there  was  no  general  law  making 
provision  for  such  a  case,  and  this  was  the  only 
country  in  Christendom  in  which  there  was  not. 
But  he  would  refer  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  to  a  case,  by  way  of  illustration.  He 
meant  that  of  the  cadets  ni  West  Point.  There 
was  but  one  cadet  allowed  by  law  to  be  sent  to  that 
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academy  from  each  Congressional  district.  And 
the  clause  which  made  this  restriction  \vi\s  to  he 
found  in  an  appropriation  bill,  because,  from  the 
late  period  of  the  session  in  which  the  appropria- 
tion bill  passed,  it  was  apprehended  that  the  proper 
bill  for  such  a  provision  could  not  be  reached  before 
the  adjournment,  and  the  clause  was  therefore  in- 
serted in  the  appropriation  bill  as  a  rider.  Here 
was  a  case  of  general  legislation  in  an  appropria- 
tion bill.  And  so  the  clause  limiting  the  compen- 
sation of  officers  in  the  navy  was  in  like  manner 
inserted  in  an  appropriation  bill.  And  in  both 
cases  this  had  been  allowed,  because  the  provisions 
thus  inserted  were  held  to  relate  to  the  departments 
of  the  Government,  and  were  contingencies  of  the 
service. 

As  to  the  objection  to  government's  becoming 
the  insurer  of  the  personal  property  of  officers  and 
and  inen  on  board  our  public  ships,  Mr.  S.  con- 
sidered it  no  more  than  fair,  when  that  property 
was  lost  in  consequence  of  the  devotion  of  men  and 
officers  to  the  preservation  of  the  vessel  when  in 
imminent  danger,  or  ^that  of  the  ship's  stores,  or 
other  public  property,  to  the  neglect  of  their  own. 
In  the  case  of  the  United  States  shooner  Shark, 
while  she  was  lying  on  the  breakers  all  night,  the 
officers  and  men  stuck  to  her  to  the  last;  and  when 
the  sailors  would  have  gone  below  to  look  after 
their  .'jea-chests,  with  a  view  to  save  them,  the  offi- 
cers drove  them  up  on  deck  to  attend  to  the  vessel. 
They  were  not  suiTered  so  much  as  to  throw  a  bag 
of  clothing  overboard,  that  it  might  float  ashore; 
and  the  officers  did  not  leave  till  just  before  the 
vessel  went  to  pieces,  when  they  left  her  at  the  im- 
minent ri.sk  of  their  lives.  To  refuse  to  compen- 
sate such  men  for  the  loss  of  their  personal  property 
in  the  wreck  would  be  against  precedent,  against 
the  practice  of  the  House,  and  against  all  principles 
of  equity. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had 
shown,  by  his  own  arguments,  that  his  appeal  was 
not  well  founded.  Almost  all  the  gentleman  had 
said  had  not  been  on  the  point  of  order,  but  on  the 
merits  of  his  amendment.  The  only  cases  he  had 
quoted  were  cases  of  general  legislative  provision.?, 
and  not  special  and  particular,  as  this  would  be. 
To  admit  such  into  an  appropriation  bill  might  be 
very  proper;  but  the  rules  of  the  House  positively 
prohibited  the  introduction  into  an  appropriation 
bill  of  anything  for  which  there  did  not  exist  a 
previous  law,  or  for  continuing  public  works  al- 
ready commenced,  or  for  the  contingencies  in  the 
departments.  Here  was  a  proposed  appropriation 
of  $,50,000  for  a  special,  particular  purpose,  for 
which  the  mover  himself  admitted  that  there  was 
no  law.  "  Contingencies  in  the  departments"  was 
a  technical  phrase,  which  did  not  at  all  refer  to 
contingencies  that  might  arise  in  the  public  service, 
but  to  contingent  expenditures  required  in  the  de- 
partments themselves,  such  as  stationary,  fuel,&c. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  inquired  whether  Mr.  McKay 
could  point  him  to  a  single  naval  appropriation 
bill  which  the  House  had  ever  passed  in  which 
there  were  not  many  items  for  which  there  was 
no  previous  general  law? 

Mr.  McKAY  admitted  that  there  had  occasion- 
ally been  a  few  such  items  admitted,  but  they  were 
very  few. 

The  question  being  now  put  on  Mr.  Schenck's 
appeal,  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

So  Mr.  Schenck's  amendment  was  decided  to 
be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SCPIENCK,  after  some  conversation  with 
the  Chair,  moved  the  following  amendment  to  the 
bill:  ^ 

For  gnn  practice  in  vpssri:!  at  sea,  $5,000;  and  itis  hereby 
made  tl](;  duty  of  every  officer  in  coimunnd  of  a  vessel  of  war 
ol  Ihc  United  States  in  commission  and  at  sea  to  exercise  the 
ofBcers  and  men  under  liiseomnjand  at  practice  witli  allotted 
guns,  under  such  fiirtlier  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  Secretary  ol  tlie  Navy,  at  least  ai  often  as  once  a 
month. 

Mr.  DICKEY  objected  to  the  amendment  as 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  defended  it  as  in  order.  If 
there  was  not  an  express  law  on  this  subject,  there 
was  a  law  which  directed  the  firing  at  targets,  and 
provided  the  necessary  powder  to  be  expended  in 
Huch  guiMiery  practice;  and  he  considered  it  us  one 
of  the  contingencies  of  the  naval  service  tliul  the 
navy  should  have  something  to  shoot  with.  It 
had  formerly  been  the  (iractice  at  our  naval  sta- 
liona  to  fire  at  targets  with  cannon.  The  practice 
had  for  some  cause  been  discontinued,  cither  be- 
cause there  waa  no  navy  regulation  providing  for 


it,  or  if  there  was,  it  had  been  suffered  to  fall  into 
neglect.  From  whatever  cause  it  happened,  the 
fact  really  was,  that  there  were  officers  wlio  hacl 
been  eight  and  ten  years  in  the  service,  and  had 
never  in  their  lives  witnessed  firing  with  shot  or 
shell.  In  the  squadron  under  Commodore  Conner 
before  Vera  Cruz  there  had  been  no  target  firing 
to  practice  the  men,  though  an  immediate  attack 
was  in  contemplation.  An  officer  who  had  re- 
cently returned  in  the  Columbus  from  the  Pacific 
had  informed  Mr.  S.  that  during  her  entire  cruise 
of  three  years  she  had  never  fired  a  single  shot  or 
shell.  Under  such  a  system,  what  improvement 
could  there  be,  or  what  practical  skill  could  be  ac- 
quired in  gunnery?  Certainly  there  ought  to  be  a 
regulation  providing  for  such  practice.  No  petty 
saving  of  the  cost  of  powder  and  shot  ought  for  a 
moment  to  stand  in  the  way,  more  especially  in  the 
existing  state  of  the  world,  when  we  might  be  un- 
der the  necessity  of  looking  to  the  state  of  our  navy 
and  preparing  for  the  event  of  a  general  war. 

The  Naval  Committee  desired  to  have  a  requi- 
sition of  the  practice  of  firing  for  practice  with  shot 
and  shell  at  least  once  a  month  when  our  vessels 
were  at  sea.  To  acquire  skill  in  gunnery  was 
surely  the  very  business  of  our  navy;  the  science 
and  practice  of  it  was  their  especial  duty. 

The  CHAIR  ruled  the  amendment  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  then  oft'ered  his  amendment  in 
a  modified  form,  striking  out  the  appropriation. 
Rejected. 

Mr.  S.  then  again  renewed  his  amendment,  in- 
serting, in  the  place  of  "  gun  practice,"  "  ball  and 
shell  practice." 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  the  fate  of  the  amendment 
he  had  offered  was  personally  a  matter  of  indif- 
ference to  himself,  except  so  far  as  the  good  of  our 
naval  service  was  concerned.  The  whole  section 
under  consideration  was  made  up  of  items  of  con- 
tingencies, and  the  Naval  Committee  were  of  opin- 
ion that  this  was  as  fit  to  have  a  place  there  as  any 
others  which  were  already  in  the  bill.  If  a  pro- 
vision of  this  kind  could  not  be  introduced  into  this 
bill,  where  would  the  gentleman  have  it?  Could 
not  Congress,  in  an  appropriation,  direct  how 
money  appropriated  should  be  applied  ?  He  pre- 
sumed the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  understood 
subjects  of  this  nature  almost  as  well  as  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  Every  one  at  all 
conversant  in  naval  affairs  must  see.  the  propriety 
of  such  a  practice  as  this  amendment  proposed  to 
provide  for. 

The  question  being  put,  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected, only  33  rising  in  its  favor. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  proposed  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

And  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby  authorized  and 
directed,  out  of  the  appropriation  for  provisions,  to  purchase, 
at  his  discretion,  asullicient  quantity  of  corn  meal  and  flour, 
dried  and  prepared  by  tlie  process  and  machinery  inviMited 
by  J.  R.  Stattbrd,  of  Uhio,  to  be  sent  to  the  various  naval 
stations,  to  test  the  capability  of  such  prepared  meal  and 
Hour  to  resist  the  influences  of  lime  and  cliaiatc,  and  to  as- 
certain what  advantage  there  may  be  in  the  introduction  of 
the  same  for  tlie  use  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  S.  said  it  was  presumed,  when  our  ships  of 
war  were  sent  on  their  cruises,  that  the  officers  and 
men  were  to  eat  something.  The  amendment  pro- 
posed to  give  the  Secretary  a  discretionary  power 
to  purchase  a  proper  amount  of  corn  meal  and 
flour,  dried  by  the  process  recently  introduced  by 
Mr.  Stafford,  of  Ohio,  and  send  it  out  to  our  vari- 
ous naval  stations,  in  order  to  test  its  power  of 
enduring  damp  and  the  vicissitudes  of  climate, 
without  getting  sour.  This  subject  had  been  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  they 
had  heard  one  of  the  most  scientific  men  in  this 
country  explain  the  nature  and  results  of  Mr. 
Stafford's  method  of  Iciln-drying  meal,  vintil  they 
had  become  entirely  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of 
the  amendment  proposed.  Some  of  this  meal  had 
been  sent  to  Liverpool,  where  it  had  been  exposed 
to  damp  for  more  than  sixteen  months,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  remained  perfectly  sweet. 

Should  the  experiment  fully  succeed,  the  gain 
to  the  naval  .service,  and  to  the  commercial  marine 
also,  would  be  iim()prcciably  great.  The  owners 
of  several  of  our  packets  were  now  trying  speci- 
mens of  the  meal.  'I'hc  committee  desired  that 
our  Government  should  do  the  same.  For  this 
end,  they  wished  samjilcs  sent  to  all  our  distant 
stations,  so  that  the  test  should  be  rigid  and  severe. 

i  As  things  now  stood,  if  corn  meal  should  be  taken 
to  sea,  It  would    become    sour  in  a  few  weeks; 

,  hence  we  were  obliged  to  take  ship  bread;  and  this 
was  either  as  hard  as  brickbats,  or  else  became 


loathsome  from  worms,  which  penetrated  every 
part  of  it.  If  it  should  turn  out  that  corn  meal 
could  be  so  prepared  as  to  stand  the  effects  of 
humidity  without  souring,  it  might  be  taken  on 
board  our  ships  of  war  and  cooked  from  day  to 
day,  as  it  was  wanted.  And  what  an  addition 
would  this  be  to  the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  all 
on  board !  Mr.  S.  appealed  to  gentlemen  especi- 
ally from  the  West  and  Sou'lhwest.  Should  we 
be  able  to  send  corn  meal  to  sea  as  a'constituent 
of  our  marine  ration,  they  must  inevitably  feel  the 
effects  of  it. 

Mr.  McKAY  opposed  the  amendment  as  un- 
necessary. The  Secretary  had  power  to  make 
this  purchase  as  the  law  stood.  He  suggested  to 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  that  a  better  course  would 
be  to  bring  in  a  separate  bill,  containing  this  pro- 
vision not  only,  but  regulating  the  whole  subject 
of  our  naval  supplies.  * 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  proposed  to 
strike  out  all  that  part  of  the  amendment  which 
had  special  reference  to  the  pi'ocess  of  Mr.  Staf- 
ford: this  gave  the  whole  thing  the  air  of  being 
got  up  for  the  personal  benefit  of  a  particular 
individual.  Indeed,  he  thought  the  whole  provis- 
ion unnecessary;  but  if  the  Secretary  was  to  make 
the  experiment,  and  preferred  the  meal  prepared 
by  Mr.  Stafford,  he  could  resort  to  that  without 
having  it  specified  in  the  law.  But  he  wanted 
to  know  why  these  various  objects  for  which 
such  a  string  of  amendments  had  been  offered 
by  the  gentleiYian  from  Ohio  had  not  sooner  been 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Naval  Committee,  and 
bills  reported  for  them  in  due  time  and  in  the  reg- 
ular course  of  business?  It  was  a  very  great  an- 
noyance to  the  House  to  have  them  thus  stuck  in 
one  after  another,  unnecessarily  consuming  time 
and  retarding  the  course  of  important  legislation. 
Mr.  J.  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  BAYLY  renewed  it.  He  thought  there 
was  much  misapprehension  on  this  subject.  The 
Naval  Committee  had  examined  the  subject,  and 
understood  it  perfectly.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  McKay]  was  certainly  mistaken  in 
supposing  that  the  Secretary  could  make  this  pur- 
chase for  experiment  by  the"  law  as  it  at  present 
stood.  This  kiln-dried  corn  meal  was  the  best 
now  known;  and  Mr.  B.  did  not  doubt  it  would 
justify  all  the  hopes  which  had  been  created  by 
the  discovery.  Unless  prepared  by  this  or  some 
other  very  effectual  process,  meal  would  not  keep 
at  sea  a  week  without  turning  sour.  Mr.  B.  re- 
presented a  corn-growing  district,  as  most  of  them 
did;  but  he  could  not  regard  as  very  important  to 
corn-raisers  the  small  additional  market  to  be 
opened  by  the  use  of  this  substance  in  our  navy; 
but,  for  the  comfort  of  the  service,  he  was  very 
desirous  it  should  be  used  if  it  would  answ,:r  the 
purpose.  Its  use  would  soon  become  extensive 
out  of  the  navy  as  well  as  in  it. 

The  question  occurring  on  the  amendment  re- 
newed by  Mr.  Bayly,  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
"corn,"  and  insert  "  Indian.''     [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  VINTON  observed  that  this  amendment 
did  not  increase  at  all  the  amount  of  money  appro- 
priated; Its  adoption  would  cost  nothing  and  might 
prove  of  some  use;  at  all  events,  it  could  do  no 
harm.  He  really  hoped  the  committee  would, 
withoutfurther  loss  of  time,  adopt  this  small  amend- 
ment, so  that  they  could  get  on  and  take  up  others 
which  yet  remained  and  were  of  great  importance. 

The  question  being  put,  the  amendment  was 
carried:  Ayes  89,  noes  39. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  strike  out  in  line  76 
the  words  "  commandant's  office,"  and  in  line  77 
"  water  tanks."  He  said,  since  the  estimates  were 
sent  in,  the  chief  of  the  |;ureau  reported  that  the 
improvements  could  be  dispensed  with.  The 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  add,  at  the  end  of  the 
item  for  dry  dock  at  New  York,  the  following, 
which  was  rejected: 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby  authorized  to  con- 
tract with  any  suitable  and  competent  person  or  persons  for 
the  masonry  or  other  parts  of  construction  of  Ihc  said  dry 
dock  and  its  appurtenances,  as  may  in  bis  opinion  he  con- 
ducive to  the  |>ublic  interests. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  an  amendment  providing 
for  the  purchase  of  ground  in  Brooklyn,  near  the 
navy-yard. 

Pie  said  the  correspondence  from  the  Navy  De- 
partment respecting  this  amendment  had  been 
sometime  since  published,  and  he  presumed  the 
House  were  familiar  with  it.     This  appropriation 
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was  recommended  by  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of 
Docks  and  Yards,  as  well  as  by  ttie  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  himself.  He  would  simply  state  tliat  the 
-Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  officers  having;  con- 
trol of  it  said,  while  the  navy-yard  at  New  York 
must  be  at  all  times  and  was  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant in  the  United  States,  it  was  one,  in  point 
of  extent,  most  limited  and  contracted;  and  this 
ground,  which  it  was  proposed  to  purchase,  was 
essentially  necessary  to  g;ive  to  the  navy-yard  the 
*  requisite  room  to  carry  on  and  properly  conduct 
the  operations  of  that  establishment.  It  further 
appeared  in  evidence,  from  the  statements  present- 
ed, that  the  Government  had  been  for  a  long  time, 
perhaps  foraperiod  of  twenty  years,  endeavoring  to 
purchase  this  same  property,  but  had  been  unable 
to  obtain  a  valid  title.  Such  title,  he  said,  was  now 
to  be  obtained,  and  at  a  rale,  though  greater  than 
it  could  have  been  purchased  for  when  the  attempt 
was  first  made,  much  less  than  there  was  reason  to 
apprehend  would  have  to  be  paid  if  the  purchase 
were  much  longer  delayed, 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  a  slight  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  and  was  pi-oceeding  to 
sustain  Mr.  Vinton's  views  and  further  to  ex- 
plain, when  he  was  interrupted  by  a  question  of 
order  raised  by  Mr.  SCHENCK,  which  gave  rise 
to  some  conversation. 

Mr.  KING'S  amendment  not  being  pressed — 

Mr.  VINTON'S  amendment  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  increase  the  appropri- 
ation for  the  Philadelphia  navy-yard  from  51^11,500 
to  §14,500,  and  explained  that  the  necessity  of  the 
increase  arose  from  being  obliged  to  pay  $3,000 
more  for  a  dredging  machine  there  than  was  origin- 
ally estimated. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  V.  also  moved  to  add  for  the  Pensacola 
yards  |50,000,  for  the  construction  in  part  of  a 
new  timber  shed,  and  explained,  that  since  the  bill 
was 'reported,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  in- 
formed the  committee  that  the  Government  had  a 
large  amount  of  very  valuable  timber  at  Pensacola, 
which  could  not  be  preserved  without  such  a  pro- 
vision.    The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  to  insert  for  necessary  re- 
pairs for  marine  hospital  at  Mobile,  |1,900,  and 
said  this  amendment  was  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce.     Agreed  to. 

Various  other  verbal  amendments  and  amend- 
ments striking  out  minor  items,  which  the  depart- 
ment had  agreed  to  dispense  with  after  the  bill  was 
reported,  were  offeretl  by  Mr.  VINTON,  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  insert 
5|50,000  for  completing,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  the  marine  hospitals  here- 
tofore commenced  at  Pittsburg,  Cleveland,  and 
Louisville. 

He  explained  the  previous  legislation  on  this 
subject,  and  urged  the  importance  of  these  marine 
hospitals,  the  construction  of  which  he  presented 
as  a  matter  of  direct  and  positive  duty,  the  expen- 
ses therefor  being  met  by  the  tax  which  the  Gov- 
ernment imposed  on  seamen.  The  amount  of  this 
tax  received  annually  at  Louisville,  for  several 
years  had  been  eleven  or  twelve  hundred  dollars, 
while  the  appropriations  there  had  been  but  five 
hundred. 

Mr.  WENTWORTfi  moved  to  reduce  the 
amount  proposed  one-half,  and  concurred  in  all 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  said.  The  older 
members  of  the  House  would  bear  witness,  if  he 
had  not  made  the  same  speech  just  delivered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  for  years,  he  had, 
at  least,  expressed  the  same  sentiments.  There 
was  now  on  the  calendar  a  separate  bill  providing 
for  these  very  hospitals.  And  another  thing  he 
wished  to  mention,  for  which  he  felt  himself  bound 
to  hold  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  and  his  party 
responsible,  was,  that  the  rules  of  the  House  were 
so  framed  as  that  the  majority  could  not  control  its 
business,  and  that  the  minority  were  installed  in 
power.  If  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  would 
go  with  him  to  modify  the  rules  and  make  them 
what  they  were  when  the  Democrats  had  the  ma- 
jority, they  would  be  able  to  get  along  with  their 
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business.  The  Locofoco  party  would  never  be 
guilty  of  such  weakness  as  to  instal  the  minority 
in  power,  and  enable  them  to  prevent  the  despatch 
of  business.  They  had  never  done  it,  and  never 
would  do  it. 

Mr.  CABELL  called  the  gentleman  to  order  on 
the  ground  of  irrelevancy;  and,  after  some  conver- 
sation, Mr.  Wentworth  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  an  amendment,  and 
said  a  few  words  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wentworth. 
He  had  understood  the  gentleman  to  intimate  that 
the  rules  adopted  by  the  Whig  House  were  differ- 
ent from  those  of  the  Democratic  House. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH,  (in  his  seat.)  They  are, 
certainly. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  I  should  like  to  have  the 
gentleman  point  out  wherein  they  differ. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  would  point  it  out,  if  the 
gentleman  would  allow  him,  though  he  presumed 
the  gentleman  would  hardly  wish  to  give  him  up 
his  five  minutes  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  knew  not  to  what  rule  the 
gentleman  )-eferred.  The  gentleman  had  said  they 
had  adopted  rules  by  which  the  majority  could  not 
do  the  business.  He  would  like  to  have  the  gen- 
tleman point  out  any  material  alterations  they  had 
made.  But  he  would  tell  the  gentleman  that  when 
he  would  get  his  party  to  vote  for  some  of  these 
improvements,  which  he  would  have  the  country 
believe  he  was  desirous  to  get,  then  he  would  have 
them,  and  not  before. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  said  he  was  in  favor  of 
this  proposition. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  believed  the  gentleman  him- 
self was;  but  let  him  come  out  manfully  and  say 
his  own  side  was  not  for  it,  and  his  (Mr.  S.  's)  side 
was,  and  not  take  the  position  that  this  House  had 
adopted  rules  by  which  this  subject  could  not  be 
reached.  The  rules  were  the  same  in  this  respect 
as  they  had  been  in  the  last  Congress:  two-thirds 
were  required  now  as  then  to  take  up  business  out 
of  order.  The  only  difference  was,  that  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rules  now  could  only  be  made 
once  a  week,  whereas,  under  the  rules  of  the  gen- 
tleman's party,  the  gentleman  might  move  to  sus- 
pend them  every  day  in  the  week,  and  they  would 
do  nothing  else  so  long  as  there  were  two-thirds 
Democi'ats  in  the  House.  There  was  but  one 
remedy,  and  that  was  for  a  House  to  be  returned 
two-thirds  Whig.  He  withdrew  his  amendment 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment,  by  adding  ^10,000  for  marine 
hospital  at  Natchez,  and  briefly  urged  the  import- 
ance of  the  completion  of  the  works  there,  now 
begun,  to  afford  accommodations  to  the  many 
sailors  who  were  taken  there  with  yellow  fever, 
and  the  general  necessity  to  those  who  navigated 
the  western  waters  for  the  erection  of  a  hospital  at 
that  point. 

Mr.  FRENCH  wished  the  gentleman  to  modify 
his  amendment  to  the  amendment,  so  as  to  include 
also  !J10,000  for  a  marine  hospital  at  Paducah. 

Mr.  BROWN  declined  to  do  so,  reminding  the 
gentleman  that;it  would  be  in  order  for  him  to 
offer  the  proposition  after  his  amendment  had  been 
voted  on. 

Pending  the  question,  the  committee  rose, 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina:  'I'he  petition  of 
seamen  and  seamen's  friends  in  Charleston,  to  stop  the 
spiiit  ration.  Also,  the  memorial  of  the  citizens,  merehants, 
and  City  Council  of  Charleston,  for  a  custom-house. 

By  Mr.  CHAPMAN :  The  memorial  of  the  representatives 
of  Colonel  John  Crowell,  late  Indian  agent,  for  compensa- 
tion for  his  services. 

By  Mr.  BLANCHARD:  The  petition  of  sundry  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania  for  the  abolition  of  slavery  throughout  the 
United  States. 

By  Mr.  TUCK  :  The  petition  of  Lucien  Clavadetscher  for 
the  removal  of  Caplain  William  Ramsay  from  the  naval  ser- 
vice for  fraudulent  conduct,  and  usiuR  his  oflicial  position 
for  the  purpose  of  perpetratinij  deception,  and  of  cheating 
private  citizens. 
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Mr.  HALE  presented  a  petition  from  William 
C.  Vvilliamsand  twenty  others,  citizens  of  Hamil- 
ton county,  Ohio,  asking  that  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment may  be  removed  to  some  free  State,  and  sug- 
gesting Cincinnati  as  the  most  central  spot. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  that  the  petition  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  but,  according 
to  the  practice  of  the  Senate,  the  motion  to  receive 
the  petition  arose,  and  the  question  was  put  to  lay 
that  motion  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HALE  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  but 
the  Chair  decided  that  the  call  was  too  late,  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  having  been  decided  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  HALE  then  asked  leave  to  withdraw  the 
petition,  with  a  view  to  present  it  again  wlien  the 
Senate  should  be  full. 

The  question  being  put,  no  quorum  voted;  and 
the  question  being  again  put,  there  appeared  ayes 
7,  noes  12,  so  that  no  quorum  voted. 

The  Sergeant-at-arms  was  directed  by  the  Chair 
to  ascertain  if  a  quorum  was  present,  and  reported 
in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  FIALE  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn, 
which  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  again  put  on  the  motion  for 
leave  to  withdraw  the  petition — ayes  14,  noes  14. 
No  quorum. 

Mr.  HALE  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  STURGEON  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
petitiffln  before  he  would  give  his  vote. 

The  petition  was  then  read  as  follows: 

That  whereas  recent  events,  as  well  as  the  indi- 
cations of  past  years,  have  rendered  it  but  too 
painfully  manifest  that  the  liberty  of  the  press  and 
freedom  of  speech  in  our  Houses  of  Congress  are 
no  longer,  on  all  subjects,  safe  and  untrammelled 
at  our  seat  of  Government  in  its  present  location, 
but  presses  are  liable  at  any  exigency  to  attack 
and  destruction  from  a  lawless  mob,  for  sentiments 
uttered  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  members  of 
Congress  are  exposed  to  insult  and  personal  vio- 
lence from  the  ruthless  bully  and  assassin  for 
words  spoken  in  debate  in  their  respective  Houses 
on  the  same  subject: 

The  prayer  of  your  memorialists,  therefore,  is, 
that  measures  be  immediately  taken  by  your  hon- 
orable bodies  for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment as  speedily  as  convenient  from  its  present 
location  to  some  new  site,  within  the  bounds  of 
some  free  State,  where  the  rights  of  the  press  and 
the  privilege  of  parliament  in  the  persons  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  may  be  more  fully  respected  and 
secured. 

Your  memorialists  would  also  further  suggest 
that  what  renders  such  a  change  still  more  proper 
and  called  for,  is  the  fact  that  in  the  unparalleled 
growth  of  our  country  the  present  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, however  central  it  may  have  been  in  its 
original  selection,  is  now  far  east  as  well  as  south 
ofthe  centre  of  the  votingpopulation.  They  would, 
therefore,  venture  to  present  the  city  of  Cincinnati, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  as  a  place  in  which,  from  it3 
more  central  position,  as  well  as  its  other  numerous 
and  great  advantages,  would  be  specially  suitable 
for  the  new  location. 

Finally,  as  a  further  reason  in  behalf  of  such  a 
change  of  location,  your  memorialists  would  urge 
thelact  of  the  slave  traffic  so  extensively  carried 
on  within  the  bounds  of  the  District,-  and  in  sight 
of  the  very  Capitol  itself;  thus  disgracing  our 
country  by  making  what  ought  to  be  the  citadel 
and  sancluarrj  of  liberty  the  great  slave  mart  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  MANGUM  suggested  that  a  petition  could 
not  be  withdrawn  but  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr  HALE  was  willing  to  withdraw  his  motion 
for  leave,  if  he  could  haVe  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  lay  the  motion  for  reception  on  the 

Mr  BIGBY  said  he  was  disposed,  in  the  first 
instance,'  to  allow  the  Senator  to  withdraw  the 
memorial ;  but  since  it  had  been  read,  he  should  vote 
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Bsainst  it  as  coining  within  that  class  of  petitions 
on  wliicli  tlie  motion  to  receive  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

'  The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Hai.e  for  leave  to  withdraw  the  petition,  and 
decided  as  folltuvs: 

YEA-* — >I('!isrs.  Davis  of  Mas?aclni5Ctts,  Greene,  Hale, 
Niles.  Plielps  Upluim,  and  VVelistcr— 7. 

NAYji— Messrs.  Atcliisoii,  .Atlieiion,  Barlger,  Bagby,  Bell, 
Berrien,  Borland,  Butler,  Cameron,  Davis  of  I>lii-si>>i|ipi, 
D.iyton,  Dickinsi.n,  Ui.x,  Downs,  Ftlch,  Hamlin,  llnnler, 
JulinsDn  of  Marylainl,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Johnson  of 
Georgia,  Levis,  Mangmn,  iMaj-on,  Peaice,  Rusk,  tjehaslian, 
yturaeon,  Turney,  Underwood,  VVeslcott,  and  Yulec — 3L 

Mr.  HALE  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  contending 
that  the  Senate  had  no  property  in  the  paper,  which 
belonged  to  him,  to  be  disposed  of  as  he  might 
think  proper.  The  Senate  had  refused  to  receive 
it,  and  yet  refused  him  permission  to  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  the  paper  belonged  to  the 
Senate;  that  for  the  last  tw<,'lve  years  the  practice 
invariably  had  been  to  dispose  of  the.se  petitions 
by  the  motion  to  receive  being  laid  on  tlie  table, 
and  that  not  an  attempt  had  been  made  to  iiWringe 
it  until  the  Senator  from  JN'ew  Hainpshire  came 
there  to  agitate  the  subject  atiev/.  He  considered 
that  the  petition  was  under  the  contiol  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  was  the  property  of  the  body. 

Mr.  NILES  denied  that  the  petition  came  within 
the  rule,  and  that  therefoie  the  rema)ks  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Noith  Carolina  [Mr.  Mangum]  were 
gi'atuitous.  That  the  petition  showed  <in  its  face 
that  it  was  for  tlie  removal  of  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment for  certain  reasons  therein  specified,  showing 
slavery  amnnj;  the  number. 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  question  oforder  against 
Mr.  Hale. 

Ml-.  SEBASTIAN  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  Arkansas,  in  favor  of  the  purchase  of 
Mount  Vernon  by  the  General  CTOveiimient;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  a  petition  from  George 
C.  Hutter,  asking  arrears  of  pay  as  an  officer  of 
the  United  States  army;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  from  Nicholl  & 
Co.,  asking  payment  for  tea  furnished  to  the  Navy 
De|)artment  at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  in  June,  1846; 
■which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  BUTLER  presented  a  petition  from  James 
C.  Chapman,  asking  to  have  paid  over  to  liini  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  cargo  of  the  brig 
Diana,  condemned  for  a  violation  of  the  non-inter- 
course laws:  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  ]iresented  a  memorial  from 
citizens  of  Ch^arleston,  South  Carofma,  asking  the 
erection  of  a  new  and  larger  custom-house  in"  that 
city;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

REPORTS  FROM  COWMITTEES. 
By  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims:  Asking  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  Thomas  F.  Gordon, 
accompanied  by  a  report. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  the  hill  to  revive 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provitle  for  the  payment 
of  horses  and  other  property  lost  or  destroyed  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  Stales,"  a[)pi-oved 
]8th  January,  1827,  and  the  acts  approved  14th 
February,  1837,  and  August  2.3,  1842,  amendutoiy 
of  the  same. 

Mr.  TURNEY  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  which  was  agreed 
to;  and  a  considerable  discussion  took  f)lnre  on  the 
bill,  in  which  Messrs.  TUIINEY,  VVJvSTCOTTf 
DAVIS  of  Miss.,  BADGER,  DAYTON,  BOR- 
LAND, N1LF.8,  RUSK,  BUTLER,  BREIiSK, 
DOWNS,  and  DIX,  took  part.  It  was  contended 
by  the  advocates  (,r  the  bill  th„t  the  practice  of  the 
Government  hud  always  been  to  pay  for  horses 
and  property  lost  in  the  nnlitary  service  of  tlie 
Unifed  States;  and  there  was  no  ground  for  excet)- 
tion  to  the  bill,  which  merely  revived  the  acts  of 
1827,  l«.'J7,  and  1842.  On  ilu:  other  hand,  it  was 
argued  that  the  cases  which  called  for  the  passao-e 
of  those  acta  probably  varied  from  those  to  which 
it  was  now  propo.sed  to  apply  the  princi|il(;  of  ilu.se 
acts,  and  atJoubt  was  ex[)resHed  wlieilier  the  allow- 
ance of  forty  cents  u  day  was  tiot  intended  to  cover 
the  risk  of  loss. 

Motions  were  made  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  until  Monday,  and  to  refer  it 


to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afl'airs,  and  the  latter  I 
prevailed:  Ayes  20— Mr.  BORLAND  pledging  I 
liiinscif  thai  no  del^ay  in  the  action  of  the  commit- J 
tee  should  lak'e  place.  I 

The  motion  of  Mr.  YULEE,  to  refer  to  a  select  | 
committee  the  naval  and  miliiaiy  bills  referred  to  i 
yesterday,  was  renewed  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MASON,  from   the  Cominittee  on  Claims,  | 
asked  to  be  discharged  fiom  the  further considera-  \ 
tion  of  the  memorial  of  the  clerks  of  the   pay  de- 
partment at  New  Orleans,  and   that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  the  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Clem- 
ents, Bryan  &.  Co.,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Ral- 
ston, without  amejidment. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED  ON  LEAVE,  ETC. 
Mr.  BORLAND,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
revive  an  act  authoiizing  certain  soldiers  in  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain  to  surrender  bounty  lands 
drawn  by  ihem,  and  to  locate  others  in  lieu  there- 
of; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said:  1  yesterday  asked  leave 
of  the  Senate  to  introduce  a  bill  further  to  extend 
the  provisions  of  the  naturalization  laws  of  the 
United  States.  The  main  object  of  the  bill  is  a 
very  simple  one.  I  will  endeavor  to  state  it,  with 
all  possible  brevity,  in  the  hope  that  when  the 
committee  shall  have  examined  the  bill,  and  shall 
have  reported,  it  may  pass  without  much  delay, as 
it  is  certainly  somewhat  of  an  important  olject. 
The  difficulty  which  exists  in  the  case  respects 
the  national  character  of  children  of  American  pa- 
rents born  abroad.  It  would  seem,  that  by  the 
existing  law  of  1802,  without  a  very  violent  con- 
struction of  its  pro  visions,  children  now  born  abroad 
of  American  parents  resident  abroad,  whether  in 
a  public  capacity,  like  that  of  ministers  or  con- 
suls, or  private  persons  travelling  for  pleasure  or 
on  business,  are  not  to  be  deemed  and  ttlken  to  be 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  question  or 
difficulty  arises  in  this  way.  The  phraseology  of 
the  act  of  18U2  is,  "  that  children  born  abroad  of 
'  parents  who  heretofore  have  been,  or  now  are, 
'  citizens  of  the  United  Slates,  shall  be  deemed  and 
'  taken  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States  them- 
'  selves."  But  there  are  in  the  act  no  prospective 
words;  it  does  not  say  that  children  born  of  pa- 
rents who  have  been,  or  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall 
be,  citizens  of  the  United  States;  and  therefore 
the  thing  has  reached  this  ]"ioint,  that  American 
citizens,  born  since  the  year  18U2,  who  may  con- 
sequently be  forty-six  years  of  age,  now  going 
abroad  temporarily  with  their  families,  either  for 
business  purposes,  public  or  private,  or  for  the 
sake  of  travel,  and  having  children  born  abroad, 
those  children  are  excluded  from  citizenship  by  the 
necessary  C(jnstrnction  of  that  law. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  commentators  (Justice 
Story,  Judge  Kent,  and  otheis)  that  this  clause 
was  very  vaguely  drawn.  The  phrase  was  in- 
tended to  be  applied  to  naturalized  citizens,  but  it 
cannot  be  so  construed.  The  object  that  I  have 
in  view,  then,  is  to  provide  again  for  what  was 
provided  for  by  the  act  of  1802,  and  make  it  ex- 
tend to  the  future,  and  apply  to  all  the  children 
of  American  parentage,  in  cases  where  such  pa- 
rents have  gone  to  reside  teinporarily  abroad,  still 
preserving  their  allegiance  to  the  United  Slates. 
There  are  other  ])rovisions  in  the  act  concerning 
which  there  may  be  different  opinions,  perhaps, 
but  this  is  the  main  one,  and  I  ihink  it  will  recom- 
mend itself  to  all;  and  I  hope,  if  the  committee 
lind  the  law  to  be  as  I  understand  it  to  be,  they  will 
report  this  bill,  and  that  the  Senate  will  give  it 
enactment  in  the  form  1  have  given  to  it. 

The  bill  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MASON, 

Orddicd,  That  Friday  and  .Saturday,  the  Ifilh  and  17lli 
instajil,  lie  set  iipiri  for  llie  <-cin.-id;'r,-ilioji  of  (iiivate  hills  on 
the  calendar,  to  the  e.vilu^ion  ol  all  (ilher  linsuic.-s. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana, 
He^ohal,  That  the  (Jornniillee  on  the  Judiciary  lie  in- 
strudrd  to  inquiic  into  the  e\|iediency  of  inaknig  an  n|)pro 
liriation  to  p:i\  the  eMra  eonipensation  allowed  to  ihejudge 
of  the  Uniti'd  .Si:Ues  ili^trict  eonrt  (or  the  Stale  of  [.uni.-iinia 
l>y  Ihe  an  ol  IH  >  l,  td  riiahle  elaiioaut.*  of  land  urid.r  I'oric  h 
niid  Spanish  grams  in  l.oui.-iana  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
tilU'v. 


ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 
Mr.  BERRIEN  moved  to  talie  up  for  immediate 
consideration  the    joint  resolution  of  the   House 
fixing  the  time  for  adjournment  on  the  17th  July 
next. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
motion  would  not  prevail.  It  was  yesterday  post- 
poned on  account  of  the  thinness  of  the  Senate, 
and  the  same  reason  would  operate  to-day.  Sev- 
eral Senators  who  were  now  absent  would  be  in 
their  seats  on  Monday.  He  had  no  objection  to 
take  up  the  resolution  for  tlie  purpose  of  fixing  a 
day  for  its  consideration.  But  we  were  not  now 
in  a  condition  to  fix  a  day  for  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion. The  principal  appropriation  bill.'j  had  not 
yet  passed  the  Flouse  of  Represeniatives.  If  we 
pass  this  resolution  now,  we  yield  the  power  of  the 
Senate  over  it,  and  the  (Jay  will  be  fixed  irrevoca- 
bly, unless  the  two  Houses  could  be  brought  to 
agree  on  a  new  i^roposition,  and  some  important, 
business  may  be  lost.  The  delay  of  a  few  days 
could  not  affect  the  question.  If,  after  a  week  or 
two,  we  can  see  our  way  clear,  we  can  then  fix  oa 
Ihe  day  named.  It  may  be  seen,  from  the  delay  ir» 
passing  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  how  diffi- 
cult it  may  be  to  u:et  the  other  appropriation  bills 
through  by  the  17th  of  July.  That  bill  may  yet 
occupy  some  time,  as  a  very  important  question 
is  involved  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee.  The  only  appropriation  bill  which 
has  yet  passed  the  Senate  is  the  one  relating  to  the 
Military  Academy. 

Mr.  BADGER  hoped  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  would  prevail,  and  that  we  .should 
not  only  proceed  to  consider,  but  to  pass  the  reso- 
lution. The  business  of  the  two  Houses  will  be 
expedited  as  soon  as  the  day  of  adjournment  is 
fixed;  and  nothing  of  importance  will  be  done  until 
it  is  fixed.  He  would  meiely  add,  that  if  the  reso- 
lution were  now  considered,  he  would  move  the 
amendment  which  he  had  submitted  to  the  joint 
resolution  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr. 
AxcHrsoN,]  providing  that  the  business  should  be 
taken  up  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  session  in  the 
State  in  which  it  may  be  left  at  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  thought  it  probable  that  we 
might  be  able  to  adjourn  at  the  time  named.  But 
he  was  opposed  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion at  this  time.  Some  of  the  chairmen  of  the 
principal  committees — the  Military  Committee  and 
the  Foi-eign  Relations — were  now  absent,  and  there 
may  be  important  business  before  those  commit- 
tees. The  absent  Senatoi-s  may  be  expected  lo 
return  in  a  day  or  two.  The  chairman  of  the 
CoiTimittee  on  Territories  is  also  absent.  If  we 
concur  at  this  time  in  the  resolution  of  the  House, 
there  will  be  an  end  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  said,  that  although 
the -chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
was  absent,  it  was  now  well  known  that  the  army 
in  Mexico  must  be  disbanded  before  the  day  fixed 
by  the  resolution  for  adjournment.  This  reason, 
therefore,  could  not  opei-ate  as  an  objection  to 
adopting  that  day.  If  the  President  siiould  not 
recommend  any  increase  of  the  army,  there  could 
be  no  occasion  to  delay  for  any  action  of  that  coni- 
mittce.  It  was  well  known  that  the  circumstances 
which  have  recently  taken  place  are  unfavorable 
to  sound  legislation  on  any  important  political 
questions.  He  desired  that  an  early  day  should 
be  fixed,  and  that  the  important  measures  should 
be  laid  over  until  next  session. 

Mr.  B.\GBY  thought  the  day  fixed  was  re- 
mote enough  to  leave  ample  time  to  get  through 
all  the  necessary  business.  He  knew  that  some 
Senators  weie  absent,  but  when  they  return  others 
will  leave,  so  that  the  Senate  will  every  week  be- 
come thinner.  We  shall  never  get  through  any 
business  until  the  day  of  adjournment  is  agreed 
on.  He  was  willing  to  vote  for  an  earlier  day 
than  ihe  17ih  July. 

Mr.  BUTLER  had  no  objection  to  fix  a  day  for 
closing  the  session,  but  he  was  sure  the  day  named 
was  loo  fearly.  There  were  many  very  important 
bills  now  waiting  for  the  aciion  of  Congi-ess.  Why 
were  Senators  so  very  anxious  to  adjourn  .'  Was 
it  because  they  were  ^desirous  to  avoid  the  intro- 
duction of  certain  questions  which  might  come  up.' 
Among  the  bills  of  imporlaiicc,  we  had  that^rcgu- 
laiing  the  proceedin;;s  as  to  our  citizens  in  China, 
which  had  been  twice  called  for,  and  was  vciy  im- 
portant in  its  principle.  Something  al.so  must  be 
done  with  regard  io  the  army,  and  he  was  not 
going  to  adopt  all   the   reconiim  ndalions   of  the 
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President  as  to  its  disljand merit.  Many  important 
and  delicate  questions  may  arise  for  consideration. 
He  would  have  no  objection  to  name  an  early  day 
in  August. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  thought  that  the  amendment 
suggested  by  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
[iVlr.  Badger]  would  remove  any  objections  to 
leaving  the  business  unfinished. 

Mr.  RUSK  hoped  the  resolution  would  not  how 
be  taken  up  for  consideration.  There  was  much 
important  business  to  be  disposed  of,  and  many 
Senators  absent.  The  ratification  of  the  treaty  of 
peace  rendered  it  necessary  to  introduce  new  sub- 
jects for  legislation.  Our  boundaries  are  now 
greatly  extended.  It  was  imporiant  that  a  gov- 
ernment be  established  in  California.  If  we  ad- 
journ on  the  day  named  in  the  resolution,  we  shall 
have  to  leave  things  as  they  are.  No  provision 
will  be  made  relative  to  the  disbanding  of  the 
army.  California  will  be  left  without  a  govern- 
iment,  or  under  a  military  government,  which  is 
worse  than  none.  He  hoped  the  resolution  would 
not  be  laken  up. 

Mr,  DAYTON  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
taken  up.  Although  several  Senators  were  absent, 
their  sentimenis  on  most  of  the  important  measures 
likely  to  arise  were  known.  He  saw  no  symj>- 
?oms  of  impatience  in  the  motion.  It  is  the  usual 
time  of  adjournment.  As  to  business,  the  Senate 
Is  usually  ahead  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
We  possess  greater  facilities  for  expediting  busi- 
ness, and  we  are  fewer  in  number.  If  longer  time 
should,  on  trial,  be  t'bund  necessary,  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  getting  the  resolution  rescinded. 
Until  we  fix  a  day  for  adjournment,  we  shall  not 
work.     Fix  the  day,  and  we  shall  work  up  to  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  reminded  the 
Senate  that  there  were  now  more  than  two  hun- 
dred bills  on  the  Senate  calendar  for  action.  Was 
it  probable  that  one-half  of  these  bills  (and  among 
them  were  some  of  very  great  importance,  especi- 
ally to  t.h.e  new  States,  and  which  had  been  inves- 
tigated with  so  mucli  labor  by  the  various  com- 
mittees) could  be  passed  by  the  time  named  in  the 
resolution?  He  was  willing  to  adjourn  whenever 
we  could  properly  do  so.  But,  for  one,  he  was 
not  at  present  prepared  to  fix  any  day  until  the 
important  cases  before  Congress  shall  have  been 
■acted  on  The  best  plan  was,  to  postpone  the  sub- 
ject for  a  week  or  two.  It  had  been  suggested  that 
at  was  not  the  practice  of  the  Senate  to  postpone 
resolutions  coming  from  the  House.  He  believed 
it  had  sometimes  been  done;  and  that  even  so  re- 
cently as  the  session  before  the  last,  it  was  so,  and 
Congress  sat  till  August. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  insisted  that  there  was  no  Sen- 
ator more  desirous  to  adjourn  than  he  was.  -But 
it  would  be  impossible  to  get  through  the  business 
before  Congress  by  the  17th  July.  There  was  the 
Oregon  business,  which  was  very  important,  and 
other  matters  of  equal  importance,  to  be  acted  on. 
Pass  this  resolution  now,  and  we  lose  our  control 
of  it.  It  had  been  said  that  circumstances  were 
'unpropitious  to  sound  legislation,  because  subjects 
involving  delicate  questions  in  reference  to  the 
outgoing  and  the  incoming  Administrations  might 
arise.  He  was  ready  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
prolonging  the  session  whenever  there  was  any 
important  business  to  be  done. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  BERRIEN,  and  decided  in  the  negative:  Ayes 
16,  noes  21. 

Mr.  BELL  presented  a  memorial  from  a  portion 
of  tlie  Cherokee  Indians,  remonstrating  against  the 
decision  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
adverse  to  these  claims;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Central  Railroad  and 
Banking  Company  of  Georgia  was  considered  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and,  after  having  been 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  was  subsequently  read 
a  third  tiiTne,  and  passed. 

■  On  motion  of  iVlr.  WEBSTER,  the  Senate  took 
up  the  joint  resolution  fiom  the  House  for  the  re- 
moval of  the  pole  from  the  dome  of  the  Capitol,  and 
concurred  in  the  same. 

On  motio/i,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  ./luie  14,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  i-ead  and  approved. 
Mr.  CONGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Piiblic 
Printing,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  resolution  ' 


authorizing  the  Clerk  to  make  contracts  for  the 
binding  of  all  the  pviblic  documents,  reports,  bills, 
&c.,  of  the  1st  session  30th  Congress,  made  a  re- 
port thereon. 

Mr.  C.  observed  that  the  Committee  on  Printing 
had  made  no  recommendation  to  the  House.  They 
had  been  directed  to  inquire  into  the  facts  and  as- 
certain whether  any  contract  had  been  made  for 
binding  the  public  documents,  and  their  report 
simply  was,  that  no  such  contract  had  been  made. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved,  for  the  present,  that  the 
report  be  laid  upon  the  table  and  printed. 

Mr.  CONGER  proceeded  to  make  some  re- 
marks, under  the  apprehension  that  Mr.  McKat 
had  proposed  to  recommit  the  report. 

Mr.  McKAY  disclaimed  any  such  motion. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the  joint  reso- 
lution defining  the  reports  to  be  annually  made  to 
Congress  by  the  head  of  the  several  Executive  de- 
partments, and  requiring  the  same  to  be  prepared 
immediately  after  the  close  of  each  fiscal  year  and 
forthwith  communicated  for  publication,  reported 
the  same  back  to  the  House  with  sundry  amend- 
ments. 

The  amendments  were  read  and  agreed  to;  and 
the  joint  resolution  was  then  read  a  third  time  and 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  McKAY,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  to  repeal  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh 
clauses  of  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts 
regulating  the  shipment  and  discharge  of  seamen 
and  the  duties  of  consuls,"  approved  July  20th, 
1840,  and  also  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
supplementary  to  the  act  concerning  consuls  and 
vice  consuls,  and  for  the  further  protection  of 
American  seamen, "approved  28th  February,  1803. 
Committed. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  Ira  T.  Hor- 
ton  and  Augustus  Ford.     Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed 
to: 

ResolDed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instruct- 
.ed  to  inquire  anrl  report  wlicther  any,  and  wjiat,  furtlier 
legislation  is  required  in  relation  to  costs  on  the  criminal 
side  ot the  United  States  courts. 

Mr.  DUNN,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Y.  Smith.  Commit- 
ted. 

Also^  from  the  same  committee,  made  adverse 
reports  on  the  petitions  of  William  H.  Russell  and 
W.  H.  Brockway,  adminisiratorof  John  Johnson, 
deceased.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WILMOT,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Morehead. 
Committed. 

Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  certain  rivers  and  harbors,  and  for  the 
survey  of  certain  other  rivers  and  harbors.  Com- 
mittetL 

Mr  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  made  adverse  reports 
on  the  petitions  of  the  Navigation  and  Hydraulic 
Company  of  the  Mississippi  Rajiids;  of  citizens  of 
Akron,  Ohio,  for  a  grant  of  public  lands;  and  of  a 
joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  in 
relation  to  marsh  and  wet  lands  in  the  counties  of 
Jay  and  Adams.  Laid  on  the  table. 
POST  ROUTES. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  recommitted 
the  bill  to  establish  certain  post  routes,  reported 
the  same  back  to  the  House  with  sundry  amend- 
ments; which  were  read  and  agreed  to. 

Numerous  other  amendments  were  offered  and 
agreed  to;  when — 

Mr.  CUMMINS  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
Lost. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  then  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  was  seconded,  and,  under  the  operation 
thereof,  the  bill  was  ordered   to  be  engrossed. 

After  much  confusion,  Mr.  ROOT  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  ordering  the  engrossment  of  the 
bill,  with  a  view  to  having  the  bill  and  amendments 
printed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  ta  lay  the 
motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table.     Lost, 


Mr.  ROOT  expressed  the  hope  that  this  bill  would 
be  printed  before  its  final  passage,  for  many  amend- 
ments had  been  oflered  in  a  way  which  prevented 
a  thorough  examination  of  them.  It  had  been  in- 
timated that  any  errors  which  might  have  been 
committed  might  be  corrected  by  the  Senate;  but 
to  this  he  could  not  assent.  This  House  ought  to 
do  Its  own  legislation,  and  to  do  it  correctly.  He 
again  hoped  the  House  would  allow  the  bill  to  be 
printed  before  its  passage. 

Mr.  VINTON  concurred  in  the  suggestion  of 
his  colleague,  [Mr.  Root.]  He  was  informed  that 
there  was  a  provision  in  this  bill  to  establish  a  post 
route  in  the  State  of  Texas,  to  terminate  at  Santa 
Fe.  Now,  they  were  all  aware  that  important 
results  had  arisen  from  careless  legislation  hereto- 
fru'e,  which  it  became  them  now  to  avoid.  The 
bill,  therefore,  ought  to  'be  printed  before  they 
should  do  that  which  could  be  regarded  by  the 
Executive  as  affirming  by  this  House  that  the 
State  of  Texas  extended  to  and  embraced  Santa 
Fe.     He  again  hoped  the  bill  would  be  printed. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  was  understood  to  say  that 
the  bill  contained  no  such  provision. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said  the  explanation  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Texas  must  be  satisfactory  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  but  still  there  were  many 
amendments  made  to  this  bill  in  a  hurried  manner; 
and,  as  they  should  not  rely  on  the  Senate  to  do 
that  which  they  should  do  for  themselves,  he  con- 
curred in  the  propriety  of  printing  the  bill  before 
its  passage. 

,  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  said  he 
was  in  favor  of  reconsidering  the  vote  to  engross 
the  bill;  and  his  object  was  to  offer  as  an  amend- 
ment the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  OfTice  and  Post  Roads,  that  permits  newspa- 
pers to  be  carried  thirty  miles  free  of  postage. 

Mr.  GOGGIN.  The  amendment  has  been  ruled 
out  of  order  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  looked  back  and 
found  that  the  very  bill  now  desired  to  be  repealed 
was  passed  in  the  bill  to  establish  post  routes  at  the 
last  Congress — exactly  the  same  kind  of  bill  as  the 
present.  We  had  the  precedent  of  the  last  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  whether 
the  gentleman  could  discuss  the  proposed  amend- 
ment on  the  pj-esent  motion  ? 

The  CHAIR  decided  the  gentleman  in  order,  as 
he  was  giving  his  reasons  for  his  vote  to  recon- 
sider. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  thanked  the  Chair 
for  recognizing  him  in  order,  as  he  found  himself 
often  otherwise.  He  could  see  no  objection  to 
making  the  amendment.  It  had  been  matured  by 
the  Comrnittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
and  was  not  the  act  of  himself  or  of  any  individual. 
Still  he  thought  this  was  the  only  chance  for  repeal- 
ing what  he  conceived  a  premium  operating,  in  favor 
of  the  city  press  against  the  country  press. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  again  called  the  gentleman  to 
order. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  would  not  trespass, 
if  possible.  He  could  but  call  on  the  friends  of  the 
cormtry  press  to  act  now;  if  they  did  not,  they 
could  get  no  further  opportunity  this  session.  He 
did  not  desire  to  injure  the  city  press;  but,  while 
the  postage  was  charged  as  at  present,  the  postage 
being  as  much,  on  a  country  paper  whenever  it 
passes  through  the  mail  any  distance,  however 
short,  as  a  city  paper  two  or  three  hundred  miles 
distant,  the  result  was,  that  the  law  operates  to  the 
exclusion  of  the  former,  and  in  favor  of  the  latter. 
Let  us  give  them  an  equal  chance.  He  v.'ould  call 
on  theVriends  of  equality  to  the  country  press. 
This  was  the  only  chance  to  put  the  law  right,  and 
it  would  not  occur  again. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  Mr.  GOG- 
GIN, Mr.  PHELPS,  Mr.  THOMPSON,  and 
others. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question,  but  there  was  no  second. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  moved  that  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  be   postponed   to  Monday, 
next,  to  give  sentlemen  an  opportunity  to  become 
acquainted  with  tlie  details  of  this  bill. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr  VINTON  moved  that  the  House  resolve  it- 
self into  Commitiee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 

*^Mr"j"'R  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  Senate 
bills  respecting  the  public  archives  m  the  State  ot 
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Florida,  and  to  authorize  the  district  judge  of  the 
State  ot'Tennessee  to  hold  special  terms,  reported 
the  same  back  to  the  House  without  ainendment. 

Also,  reported  from  the  same  committee,  to 
ivhich  they  liad  been  referred,  Senate  bill  to  au- 
thorize notaries  public  to  take  and  certify  oaths, 
affirmations,  and  acknowledgments  in  certain  cases, 
and  a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  Slate  to  liquidate  certain  claims  therf-.iri 
mentioned,  passed  April  IS,  1814,  back  to  the 
House  with  amendments.     Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  bills  to 
alter  and  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  current  coin  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes;"  to  pro- 
vide for  the  talcing  of  the  seventh  census,  or  enu- 
meration of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Slates; 
and  for  revising  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 
Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  referred  bills  to  regulate  and  equalize  the 
compensation  of  district  attorneys  of  the  United 
States;  giving  the  consent  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  SFates  to  the  Slate  of  Texas  to  extend 
her  boundary  so  as  to  include  within  her  limits 
one-half  of  the  Saljine  pass,  Sabine  lake,  and  Sa- 
bine river,  as  far  north  as  the  32d  degree  of  north 
latitude,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House 
without  amendment.     Committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  was  discharged  from 
the  consideration  of  the  petititm  of  Major  G.  Toch- 
man,  attorney  for  the  ]ieirs-at-law  of  General  Thad- 
deus  Kosciusko,  deceased,  and  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  I.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed 
to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Gnmmittee  on  the  Public  Buildings  and 
Grnuniis  be  rcqueslod  to  inqniri;  inlo  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding a  <iiiit;ibl«  hall  for  thi;  due  permanenl  accommodation 
of  tlie  H()iis(i,pol"  lleprtscntatives,  and  into  the  expediency 
of  providing  in  the  mean  time  lor  its  temporary  accommo- 
dation in  the  department  now  occupied  as  a  Congressional 
Library. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FRENCFI,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  was  discharged  from  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding 
courts  in  New  Hampshire,  and  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  F.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Doug- 
lass, late  United  States  attorney  for  East  Florida, 
reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  without 
amendment.     Committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts, 
the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims  was  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  petitions  of 
Orpha  Roe,  Sarah  Smith,  heir  of  Elijah  Alford, 
Elizabeth  Stanford,  formerly  widow  oi'  John  Mc- 
Caflrey,  and  the  heirs  of  Zeph.  Halsy,  and  they 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  made  adverse  reports  on  the  peti- 
tions of  Moses  Matthews  and  Noah  Smith.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE,  fr«m  the  .same  committee, 
reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal 
representatives  of  Presley  Thornton;  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Larkin  Smith;  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  seven  years'  half-pay  to  Sarah  Aim 
Dye,  who  was  the  widow  of  Lieutenant  Jonathan 
Dye,  an  officer  of  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
and  who  was  killed  at  Brandywine;  and  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  Mande- 
ville;  which  bills  were  severally  read  and  coin- 
mi  lied. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  presented  a  protest  of  the 
Cherokee  delegaiion  of  Indians  against  the  report 
of  the  Comrnis.sioner  of  Indian  Affairs  in  relation 
to  the  settlement  to  be  made  under  the  treaty  of 
1846.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  NEWALL,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
Jutionary  C  airns,  reported  a  l„ll  for  the  relief  of 
Abigail  .Staflord.     Read  twice  and  committed 

Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Mi.ssi.s..ippi,  from  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Artaiis,  to  which  was  referred 
the  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of 
Jonathan  Lewis,  reported  the  same  back  to  the 
House  with  ammdrnenis      Committed. 

,^!:^^'-'!^^^'  ''■'""  '^'^'^  ^"'"'5  committee,  renortod 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  B.  Mitchell.  Read 
and  commuted. 


Mr.  BOTTS,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution  in  relation  to 
the  transportation  and  discharge  of  the  military 
forces  of  the  United  States  at  the  close  of  the  war 
with  Mexico;  which  was  read  three  times,  and, 
under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question, 
(moved  by  Mr.  Botts,)  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  BOTTS,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  P.  Pilcher.  Read  and 
committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bill  placing  the  officer  who  performs 
the  duty  of  adjutant  at  the  Military  Academy  on 
an  equality  as  to  pay  and  allowances  with  the  ad- 
jutanis  of  rea;iments,  reported  the  same  back  to  the 
House  without  amendment.     Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  thefol- 
lowingo-esolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

ResoUed,  Tliat  the  resolution  of  February  16,  1843,  rela- 
tive to  the  Army  and  Navy  Registers,  be  rescinded,  and  in 
lieu  thereof,  that  the  Secretaries  of  the  Departments  of  War 
and  Navy  be  required  to  furnish  this  Hoa>e  annually  on  the 
1st  of  January  with  a  transcript  of  Ihe  official  army  and  navy 
lists,  in  such  fonri  as  to  aliix  opposite  the  name  of  each  per- 
son contained  therein,  in  separate  columns,  the  annual  pay 
of  such  olTicer  or  person,  the  amount  paid  him  for  rations, 
servants,  and  forage,  and  the  gross  amoinit  paid  or  allowed 
him  in  all  respects,  for  and  on  his  account,  for  and  during 
the  preceding  fiscal  year. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  asked  leave  to  make  a  mo- 
tion to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from 
the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  City  Gas- 
light Company,  with  a  view  to  the  consideration 
of  the  said  bill  in  the  House.     Objected  to. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  Senate  bills 
for  the  relief  of  Purser  Benjamin  G.  Cahoone,  and 
for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the  brig-of-war 
Somers,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  with- 
out amendment.    Committed. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  Senate  bill  renewing  certain 
naval  pensions  for  the  term  of  five  years,  and  ex- 
tending the  benefits  of  existing  laws  respecting 
naval  pensions  to  engineers,  firemen,  and  coal- 
heavers  in  the  navy,  and  to  their  widows,  reported 
the  same  back  to  the  House  with  an  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  read. 

Mr.  WHITE  urged  the  immediate  passage  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  McKAY  asked  to  have  the  amendment 
printed. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BIIL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1849,  (Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  in  the 
chair.) 

When  the  committee  rose  yesterday  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  DuNCAX,  of  Kentucky,  was  pending, 
viz:  For  the  completion  of  the  marine  hospitals  at 
Pittsburg,  Cleveland,  and  Louisville,  1^50,000. 

Which  amendment  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Missis- 
sippi, moved  to  amend  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"Louisville"  the  word  "Natchez,"  and  to  in- 
crease the  sum  from  $50,00U  to  $60,000. 

The  question  was  staled  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Brown,  and  being  put,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  FRENCH  then  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding  thereto,  "  for  the  erection  of  a  ma- 
rine hospital  at  Paducah,  Kentucky,  on  the  Gov- 
ernment ground,  |jilO,OllO." 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  objected  to  the 
amendment  as  being  out  of  order,  and  thereupon 
a  protracted  debate  on  order  took  place,  in  which 
Messrs.  DUNCAN,  POLLOCK,  SCHENCK, 
and  McLANE  took  part,  and  which  ended  in  pro- 
nouncing the  amendment  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  FuENcu's  amendment  was  then  agreed,  to. 

Mr.  HUiNT  moved  an  amendment  projiosing 
for  the  completion  of  the  marine  hospitals  at  Lou- 
isville, Pittsburg,  and  Cleveland,  each,  !JjilO,000; 
for  the  erection  of  marine  hospitals  at  Paducah, 
Natchez,  and  St.  Louis,  each,  $10,000;  and  also 
for  ihe  construction  of  a  marine  hospital  on  the 
Government  ground  at  Chicago,  $10,000. 

Mr.  H,  explained  the  provisions  of  his  amend- 
ment, which  Jiad  originally  been  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Commerce.  The  hospitals  at  Lou- 
isville, Cleveland,  and  Pittsburg  had  been  already 
coniiTienced,     Tl>e  title  to  the  ground  at  Paducah, 


St.  Louis,  and  Natchez  had  now  been  perfected, 
and  the  committee  were  of  opinion  that  appropri- 
ations should  be  made  lo  comraenee  work  at  each 
of  those  points,  and  ihey  directed  such  a  measure 
to  be  proposed  as  an  item  to  be  inserted  in  the 
naval  appropriation  bill.  They  also  recommended 
another  item  of  $10,000  for  a  similar  work  at  Chi- 
cago, to  be  commenced  as  soon  as  the  title  to  ths 
ground  at  that  place  should  have  been  secured. 
He  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Duncan]  would  accept  the  amendment  he  pro- 
posed as  a  substitute  for  that  ofl'ered  by  himself- 
Mr.  DUNCAN  had  no  objection  to  do  so,  save 
that  $10,000  was  too  small  a  sum  lo  complete  the 
hospital  which  had  been  commenced  at  Louisville^ 
on  the  plan  on  which  it  had  been  commenced. 

Mr.  HUNT  suggesting  that  that  sum  might  an- 
swer for  the  present  year,  and  a  further  amount, 
if  necessary,  would  doubtless  be  granted  the  yeat' 
following — 

Mr.  DUNCAN  accepted  the  substitute. 
Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania,  by  leave,- 
made  a  statement  of  the  condition  and  progress  of 
the  hospital  building  at  Pittsburg,  the  sums  thus 
far  expended,  and  urged  the  necessity  of  com^ 
pleting  the  building. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  that  there  was  some  misappre- 
hension as  to  the  fund  out  of  which  these  appro- 
I  priations  when  made  were  to  be  paid.  Some  seeii> 
to  think  they  would  be  payable  out  of  the  marine 
hospital  fund,  which  was  formed  by  the  collection 
I  of  twenty  cents  per  month  from  each  seaman,  in- 
'  eluding  the  boatmen,  on  the  western  waters,  that 
amount  being  deducted  from  their  wages.  That 
was  a  mistake.  That  fund  had  been  regularly 
expended,  since  its  formation,  under  the  direction 
1  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  affording  relief 
I  to  destitute  seamen,  either  in  public  hospitals  or 
1  private  boarding-houses.  It  was  true,  that  in  the 
I  act  of  the  16lh  of  July,  1798,  which  created  the 
fund,  there  was  a  provision,  that  in  case  there 
should  be  any  sur|)lus,  it  should  be  applied  to  the 
erection  of  hospitals.  But  no  such  surplus  had 
ever  accumulated.  It  would  be  seen,  by  an  exec- 
utive document  communicated  some  years  ago, 
that  there  had  been  collected  under  this  law,  up  to 
the  31stDecember,1841,thesumof$2,173,101  18^ 
and  that  Congress  had  appropriated  within  the 
same  period,  in  aid  of  the  fund,  $550,069  34,  the 
whole  of  which  had  been  spent  in  providing  "  for 
the  temporary  relief  and  maintenance  of  sick  and 
disabled  seamen,''  according  to  the  act  of  1798. 
Many  of  the  committee,  perhaps,  would  be  sur- 
prised when  they  learned  how  few  hospitals  had 
been  established  under  the  authority  of^  the  Gov- 
ernment. There  were,,  until  the  last  few  years, 
only  two  in  the  United  States:  one  at  Chelsea, 
Massachusetts,  and  the  other  at  Norfolk,  Virginia. 
The  one  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,. had  been 
established  under  peculiar  circumstances.  An  ap- 
propriation for  its  benefit  was  first  made  in  the  year 
1830;  and  it  will  be  seen,  from  the  terms  o#the  act, 
that  the  buildings  then  belonged  to  the  city  au- 
thorities, and  that  the  appropriation  was  intended 
to  execute  a  contract  which  had  been  entered  into 
as  far  back  as  1804,  between  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  city  council.  The  whole  amount 
expended  for  these  hospitals,  in  the  purchase  of 
grounds  and  buildings,  up  to  the  31st  December,. 
1841,  according  to  the  document  before  referred  to, 
was  $63,780  39.  There  had  been  since  appropri- 
ated I'or  the  same  purposes  at  Ocracoke,  Key  West,. 
Mobile,  New  Orleans,  Cleveland,  Louisville,  and 
Pittsburg,  $206,696,  the  whole  of  which  was  for 
the  benefil  of  the  Southwest,  except  the  small  sum 
of  $10,000  for  a  hospital  at  Ocracoke,  North  Caro- 
lina. Now,  the  amendment  before  the  committee 
proposed  the  establishment  of  seven  additional  hos- 
pitals in  the  same  section  of  the  Union,  literally  dot- 
ting the  Ohio  and  iMississippi  with  these  establish- 
ments. He  would  submit  that  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  would  be  exceedingly  unjustto  the  other 
parts  of  the  Union.  1  have  already  stated  that  there 
a>re  only  four,  including  the  one  in  North  Carolina, 
Keceutly  constructed ,  along  the  seacoast,  from  Maine 
to  Georgia,  inclusive.  There  are  none  at  Port- 
land, New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Wil- 
mington, Sitvunnah — not  to  mention  several  other 
towns  oa  the  Atlantic  which  have  equal  claims 
upon  the  Government  with  any  of  those  named  in 
the  amendment.  If  these  hospitals  are  considered 
the  better  plan  for  providing  for  the  temporary  re- 
lief of  sick  and  disabled  seampn,  some  system 
should   be  observed   in  lltQ  esta,bli;jlux)ei)t,  having 
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reference  to  the  claims  of  the  several  towns  and 
the  different  sections  of  the  Union.  He  could  not, 
however,  enlarge  on  this  point.  There  was  an- 
other which  he  would  simply  bring  to  tlie  notice 
of  the  committee;  and  that  was,  that  the  establish- 
ment of  these  hospitals  by  the  Federal  Government 
was  at  least  of  doubtful  policy.  Without  saying 
anythins;  about  the  increase  of  Execirti^'e  patron- 
age which  they  would  necessarily  bring  with  them, 
5ie  thought,  from  some  statistical  statements  on  the 
stibject  before  him,  it  miglit  well  be  questioned 
whether  the  seamen  could  not  be  provided  for  with 
as  much  comfort  and  more  economy  in  private 
boarding-houses,  or  in  institutions  belonging  to  the 
States  or  to  the  corporate  cities  and  towns,  than  in 
those  which  may  be  established  by  the  General 
Government.     [Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  adding  *' For  the  construction 
of  a  marine  hospital  at  Napoleon,  Arkansas,  on 
fhe  site  now  selected  and  purchased,  so  soon  as 
tlie  title  is  perfected,  $10,000." 

He  explained  that  this  hospital  stood  on  the 
same  ground  as  the  others  which  were  provided 
for,  being  one  of  the  seven  authorized  by  the  act 
of  Congress;  that  the  site  had  been  selected  and 
purchased,  and  that  the  title  was  in  fact  perfected, 
and  all  that  was  lacking  was  that  the  papers  should 
he  returned  from  the  district  attorney  of  Arkansas. 
He  therefore  asked  thatthe  amendment  be  adopted. 

Mr.  HUNT  concurred  with  Mr.  Johnson  that 
this  hospital  at  Napoleon  was  one  of  the  seven 
authorized  by  the  act  of  1842,  and  stood  on  the 
same  footing  with  the  others,  except  that  on  appli- 
cation to  the  War  Department  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  had  ascertained  that  the  title  was  not 
perfect;  if  it  had  been,  they  would  have  included  it. 
For  himself,  he  was  entirely  willing  that  the  ap- 
propriation should  be  made  on  the  conditions  pre- 
scribed by  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas.  He  hoped 
it  would  be  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Johnson  to  the  amend- 
ment was  adopted,  and  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Duncan,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  an  amendment  to  the  item 
for  Norfolk  of  $1,600  for  necessary  repairs  of  the 
marine  hospital  at  that  place.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  an  amendmentto  repeal  the 
fourth  section  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1845,  making 
appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the  year 
-ending  30th  June,  1846. 

[The  proviso  proposed  to  be  repealed  was  sub- 
sequently read,  and  provides  that  no  more  than  one 
hundred  and  eighty  passed  midshipmen,  and  those 
senior  in  rank,  shall,  at  the  same  time,  receive  the 
pay  fixed  by  law  for  that  class  of  officers.] 

Mr.  W.  briefly  explained  the  necessity  for  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  BAYLY  moved  a  verbal  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  and  advocated  the  insertion  of  a  pro- 
vision to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
fill  certain  vacancies  which  now  existed  within  the 
number  prescribed  bylaw.  Having  concluded,  he 
withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  renewed  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
.Bayly,  to  enable  him  to  say  a  word,  (after  which 
he  withdrew  it.)  He  inquired  whether,  if  this 
'provision  of  the  law  of  1842  was  repealed,  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  would  not  be  authorized  to 
appoint  more  than  one  hundred  and  eighty  passed 
midshipmen? 

Mr.  BAYLY  did  not  so  understand  it. 

Mr.  McKAY  asked  wliat  was  the  use  then  of 
repealing  the  law? 

Mr.  POLLOCK  said,  if  the  repeal  of  this  law 
would  only  give  the  Secretary  power  to  fill  the 
vacancies,  he  would  vote  for  it;  but  if  its  effect 
would  be  to  authorize  him  to  appoint  ad  libitum, 
he  was  opposed  to  it. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  White  was  then  reject- 
ed: Ayes  47,  noes  70.    . 

THE   SPIRIT  RATION. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  an 
amendment  providing  for  the  abolition  of  the  spirit 
ration  in  the  navy  and  in  the  marine  service,  and 
for  the  payment  of  six  cents  in  lieu  thereof  to  each 
•person  entitled  to  receive  the  same.  He  consid- 
ered it  a  matter  of  very  great  importance  that  the 
spirit  ration  should  be  abolished  in  the  navy.  In 
no  other  department  of  the  Government  were  they 
retained;  they  had  been  abolished  in  the  army; 
and  in  addition,  in  the  merchant  service,  where 
there  were  some  60,000  seamen,  there  were  not 


more  than  one-quarter  of  the  vessels  to  which 
spirits  were  furnished.  In  the  coasting  trade  also, 
where  there  were  some  70,000  seamen  employed, 
a  very  small  portion  of  them  received  spirits;  and, 
as  was  testified  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Grinnell]  last  year,  and  as  was 
generally  known,  in  the  whaling  business  not 
more  than  one-tenth  of  the  19,500  scameH  em- 
ployed were  furnished  spirits.  The  number  in 
the  navy  was  only  some  8,000  or  9,000  men,  to 
whom,  old  and  young,  except  boys,  these  rations 
were  regularly  furnished  every  day,  unless  the 
individuals  chose  to  give  them  up.  He  referred 
to  the  testimony  on  the  subject  as  furnishing 
abundant  evidence  that  the  furnishing  of  liquor  to 
the  seamen  was  the  cause  of  a  large  proportion  of 
the  shipwrecks,  offences  which  required  punish- 
ment by  whipping,  arid  various  disasters  which 
happened  on  board  vessels  at  sea,  and  read  par- 
ticularly from  Dr.  Foltz  and  other  physicians  in 
the  navy  sustaining  this  opinion;  and  to  the  recog- 
nition of  this  fact  by  business  men  in  insuring 
vessels  which  carried  no  liquor  at  a  less  rate  than 
others.  In  these  views  he  but  expressed  the 
opinion  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs  and  of  the  majority  of  that  committee, 
who  hoped  the  spirit  ration  would  be  given  up. 
He  hoped  the  amendment  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  MURPHY  moved  to  add  to  the  amend- 
ment a  provision  that  no  officer  or  other  person  on 
board  should  have  or  take  on  board  a  ship  any 
wine  or  other  liquor. 

Fie  said  he  was  a  friend  to  temperance.  He 
believed  the  greatest  curse  to  the  human  family — 
sailors  and  all  classes — was  the  use  of  grog;  biit 
he  believed  also  that  this  evil  was  to  be  eradicated, 
not  by  law,  but  by  moral  suasion.  In  different 
parts  of  the  country,  in  his  own  State  for  one,  ef- 
forts had  been  made  by  law  to  abolish  the  drink- 
ing of  liquor;  but  they  had  been  a  failure,  and  in 
his  State  they  had  been  compelled  to  repeal  the 
law.  He  would  give  to  Jack  the  same  liberty  of 
choice,  to  drink  or  not,  that  he  would  to  any  other 
man.  He  had  no  objection  to  provide  that  he 
might  commute  if  he  chose;  but  if  he  did  not 
choose  to  commute,  he  should  be  at  liberty  to  drink. 
The  only  difficulty  perhaps  was,  that  the  Govern- 
ment furnished  bad  liquor.  [A  laugh.]  He  had 
visited  several  ships  within  a  few  days;  he  had 
conversed  with  the  officers  in  relation  to  this  mat- 
ter; all  of  whom  said,  give  the  sailor  liberty  to 
drink  or  not,  to  commute  or  not,  as  he  chooses, 
but  do  not,  as  you  value  the  navy,  abolish  it  alto- 
gether. There  were  men  who  were  habituated  to 
it,  who  expected  to  have  it;  and,  in  his  opinion, 
there  were  many  able  bodied  men  whom  we  had 
in  the  navy  under  the  present  regulation,  whom 
we  could  not  keep  if  the  ration  was  abolished. 
We  must  take  men  as  they  are,  with  their  present 
habits,  and  give  them  the  liberty  of  choice. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Murphy  to  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to — the  vote  being  taken  by  tel- 
lers: Ayes  80,  noes  not  counted. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  as 
amended. 

Mr.  BAYLY  (upon  an  amendment  moved  for 
the  purpose  and  withdrawn)  said  that,  in  his  opin- 
ion, the  effect  of  the  amendment  as  it  stood  was  to 
increase  drinking  among  sailors.  He  would  tell 
them  how;  The  spirit  ration  cost  about  two  cents 
for  each  sailor;  they  proposed  to  give  him  six  in 
lie-u  of  it,  so  that  he  would  get  money  enough  to 
buy  three  drinks  instead  of  one — it  would  enable 
him  to  drink  more  liquor,  and  have  sugar  in  it, 
without  any  expense  to  him. 

Mr.  McKAY  (speaking  in  like  manner)  said  this 
same  subject  was  before  the  House  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Connec- 
ticut, and  a  provision  was  then  adopted,  and  was 
now  the  law  of  the  land,  by  which  every  seaman 
was  authorized  to  commute  his  spirit  rations  and 
was  allowed  three  cents.  This  House  agreed  to 
allow  six  cents,  but  the  matter  was  settled  by  com- 
promise between  the  two  Houses  at  three  cents. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  said  the  ration  cost 
the  Government  two  cents:  that  was  one  hundred 
per  cent,  too  much — it  cost  less  than  a  cent,  as  any- 
body could  see  from  reckoning,  whiskey  being 
purchased  at  twenty-six  cents  a  gallon. 

His  friend  from  Virginia  had  well  observed  that 
so  far  from  the  provision,  if  adopted,  having  a  tend- 
ency to  reform  our  seamen,  it  would  actually  give 
them  a  larger  fund  when  they  got  ashore  to  drink 
upon;  it  would  give  them  six  times  as  much  to 


spend  for  liquor  as  they  now  had.  Let  the  House 
abolish  the  ration  if  they  pleased,  and  make  an 
equivalent  in  money;  but  he  trusted  they  were  no't 
prepared  to  allow  six  times  as  much  as  it  now 
cost. 

In  conclusion,  he  moved  a  new  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  providing  that  no  officer  in  the- 
navy  or  marine  corps  should  receive  the  commu- 
tation, and  reducing  the  commutation  to  two  cents. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  accepted  the  first  branch  of 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  modified 
his  proposition  accordingly. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  last  branch  of 
Mr.  McKay's  amendment,  viz:  to  reduce  the  com- 
mutation to  two  cents,  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DUER  (upon  an  amendment  moved  and 
subsequently  withdrawn)  said  the  argument  of  his 
colleague  [Mr.  Murphy]  might  be  a  sound  one, 
bat  it  appeared  to  him  he  did  not  apply  it  correctly 
in  this  case.  He  understood  the  gentleman  to  say 
that  legislation  on  this  subject  was  improper,  and 
that  it  should  be  left  to  moral  suasion;  that  he  was 
opposed  to  laws  prohibiting  persons  from  drinking. 
He  asked  his  colleague,  then,  if  he  was  not  equally 
opposed  to  laws  encouraging  drinking,  and  whether 
this  was  not  a  proposition  to  repeal  a  law  which 
encouraged  drinking  by  furnishing  the  sailors 
liquor?  He  thought  the  gentleman's  principle 
would  equally  hold  him  to  oppose  one  species  of 
legislation  as  the  other — the  legislation  that  pro- 
hibited, or  that  encouraged  drinking.  The  ques- 
tion was,  whether  this  Government  should  tempt 
Jack  to  drink:  we  all  knew  his  disposition,  his 
habits  that  way;  the  question  was,  whether  the 
Government  would  furnish  rations  endorsing  the 
habit.  He  did  not  believe  sailors  would  drink 
more,  even  if  they  commuted  with  them  six  cents. 
They  might  get  drunk  occasionally  when  they 
went  on  shore,  but  their  habits  were  such  that  they 
would  not  procure  liquor  in  large  quantities  and 
carry  on  board  the  ships,  (even  if  they  were  al- 
lowed;) and  the  habits  of  temperance  they  would 
acquire  by  being  without  liquor  would  indispose 
them  to  drink  on  shore.  Fle  believed  this  propo- 
sition an  important  one,  and  hoped  it  would  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  MURPHY  moved  another  amendment, 
(and  subsequently  withdrew  it.)  He  was  glad  the 
House  had  adopted  his  amendinent  to  the  amend- 
ment. He  thought  they  had  declared  by  their 
vote,  that  in  their  opinion  it  was  quite  as  important 
to  have  temperate  officers  as  temperate  seamen.  In 
his  opinion  it  was  more  so. 

But  he  wished  to  answer  his  colleague.  He 
[Mr.  M,]  said,  that  by  leaving  the  provision  as  it 
now  stood,  allowing  the  seamen  their  grog  or  not, 
they  left  him  a  free  agent;  but  when  they  abolished 
the  ration  altogether,  they  took  from  him  free  voli- 
tion, and  restricted  liim  to  living  without  drink — 
they  took  it  from  on  board,  and  said  he  should  not 
have  it.  Therefore,  he  reiterated  his  position,  that 
they  left  him  a  voluntary  agent,  open  to  moral 
suasion,  under  the  provision  as  it  now  stood. 

Mr.  SAWYER  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  to  declare  that  corporal  punishment 
by  whipping  is  abolished  in  the  navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr.  VINTON  raised  a  question  oforder  against 
the  amendment,  on  the  ground  that  it  proposed 
legislation  in  an  appropriation  bill. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  his  individual 
opinion  was,  that  the  amendment  was  not  in  order 
for  the  reason  stated;  but,  inasmuch  as  there  were 
various  precedents  to  the  contrary,  (several  of 
which  he  read,)  he  felt  constrained  to  overrule  the 
point  of  order,  and  submit  the  amendment  to  the 
committee. 

Mr.  VINTON  remarking  that  he  did  not  think 
the  cases  read  applicable  to  the  present;  that  he 
was  well  satisfied  that  they  could  never  get  through 
their  business  unless  they  confined  themselves  to 
the  rules  of  the  House;  and  that  the  Chair  an- 
nounced that  the  decision  was  against  his  own 
opinion,  appealed. 

The  question  being  taken  by  tellers  on  the  ap- 
peal, the  decision  was  sustained— ayes  67,  noes  54. 

Mr.  SAWYER  was  aware  there  were  objec- 
tions to  this  proposition,  but  he  still  believed  it  to 
be  right,  and  therefore  he  would  notgiveitup.  He 
believed  when  these  amendments  should  become 
the  law,  the  olHcers  would  be  curtailed  of  some  of 
their  privileges;  they  would  not  then  so  often  get 
drunk,  and  offences  by  the  seamen  would  be  less 
frequent.     He  believed   another   thing,   and   that 
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■was,  that  no  man  bad  the  right  to  exercise  the 
lash  on  the  back  of  the  seiimen  aJid  marines.  He 
believed  they  were  created  for  a  different  purpose. 
He  also  behcved  thiU  the  wl)!|>pmg  was  Kenerally 
done  Uy  drunken  otficers.  He  hud  been  asked  how 
he  would  regulrtie  the  navy  without  corporal  pnn- 
jshinenl?  towhich  he  replied,  by  moral  suasion. 
He  would  act  III  such  cases  as  ni  olheralfaiisof  life. 
If  a  sailor  behaved  himself  badly,  disiduiige  him. 
Or,  as  an  inducement  to  good  conduct,  higher 
washes  niiH;l)t  be  paid  to  him;  but  the  barbarous 
practice  of  lashing  the  sailor's  back  he  could  not  tol- 
erate. It  was  barbarous,  and  ought  to  be  abolished. 
Whipping  for  crimes  was  formerly  in  force  in 
many  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  but  the  moral 
sense  of  tiie  community  had  abolished  it,  and  he 
saw  not  why  it  should  not  be  abolished  also  in 
relation  to  seamen.  There  was  an  evident  deter- 
mination with  some  gentlemen  to  continue  the 
spirit  rations,  which  were  an  inducement  and  a 
temptation  to  get  drunk,  and  then,  for  what  the 
sailors  did  while  under  the  intluence  of  liquor,  they 
were  tied  up  at  the  gangway,  and  flogged  to  the 
amount  of  50  or  lOOIashes.  He  would  diminish 
the  great  moving  cause  of  oflence,  and  he  would 
abolish  cruel  and  degrading  punishments,  which, 
with  all  propriety,  could  be  abolished,  and  he  was 
satisfied  this  amendment  would  meet  with  the  ap- 
probation of  their  constituents. 

Mr.  NICOLL  suggested  some  modification  of 
the  amendment,  for  he  supposed  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  did  n<it  intend  that  there  should  be  no 
punishment  whatever  in  the  naval  service. 

After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  ATKINSON 
and  VENABLE,  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment was  declared  to  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T.  B.  KING  called  for  a  division  on  the 
ado[)tion  of  the  amendment  to  the  amendment, 
and  he  called  upon  the  committee  to  reject  it. 

The  vote  was  again  taken  by  Messrs.  McLane 
and  Pollock,  tellers,  and  it  was  agreed  to — 68 
voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  negative  not  counted. 

Mr.  McKAY  called  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  fact  that  the  existing  law  on  the 
statute-book  made  provision  for  the  commutation 
of  the  spirit  ration. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  as  amend- 
ed— 

Mr.  T.  B.  KING  moved  an  amendment  to  enr 
able  him  to  say  that  if  this  House  should  adopt  a 
provision  whereby  they  would  prohibit  any  officer 
from  drinking  wine  on  board  a  ship,  they  would 
make  themselves  a  laughing-stock  to  the  world; 
and  if  they  absolutely  abolished  corporal  punish- 
ment by  whipping,  they  would  seriously  injure  the 
discipline  of  the  service,  in  which  there  was  already 
a  tendency  to  produce  too  much  laxity.  Disci- 
pline was  essential.  He  inquired  if  they  could 
bring  up  men  to  the  cannon's  mouth  without  dis- 
cipline.' No,  there  must  be  discipline  as  stern  as 
death  itself,  or  ilie  service  would  suffer  material 
injury.  With  respect  to  the  spirit  ration,  he 
should  be  glad  to  see  some  substitute  adojUed — 
something  that  would  induce  the  sailor  to  refuse  it 
and  prevent  its  becoming  a  habit  with  the  lands- 
men and  boys  from  tiie  time  they  enter  upon  the 
service.  By  the  act  of  1842,  in  the  passage  of 
which  he  had  some  instrumentality,  the  use  of  the 
spirit  ration  had  been  reduced  about  one-half,  and 
he  should  be  glad  to  see  it  entirely  abolished,  and 
some  suitable  commutation  established;  but  it  was 
not  the  proper  way  of  doing  it  by  proposing  these 
amendments  to  this  bill,  and  he  hoped  they  would 
be  abandoned.  W  they  were  not  withdrawn,  and 
if  they  should  be  adopted,  they  .would  render  the 
service  ridiculous,  and  would  seriously  affect  its 
effiiM'n''y.      Me  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  VINTON  renewed  the  amendment,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  the  opportunity  of  saying  to 
the  committee,  that  under  the  practice  which  it 
seemed  was  now  about  to  grow  up  in  the  com- 
mittee, it  was  to  him  very  apfiarcnt  that  the  ap- 
propriation bills  could  not  be  jiasscd  within  any 
rea.sonable  time,  so  as  to  meet  the  exigencies  of  the 
Government.  The  rules  of  the  House  were  in- 
tended to  prevent  this  kind  of  general  legislation. 
It  was  intended  to  do  this,  in  the  lirst  [iliicc,  be- 
cause the  ajjproprialion  bills  must  pass.  JNo  mat- 
ter what  general  laws  they  incorporated  into  these 
bill.s  by  way  of  amendment,  they  must  puss,  and 
that  was  the  objection  which  he  had  to  this  mode 
of  general  legislation.  Then  again,  the  general 
policy  of  the  Government  should  be  setiled  by  the 
careful  examiiiation  of  committees;  and  yet  Jicre, 


under  the  operation  of  the  five-minutes  rule,  a 
gentleman  rose  and  moved  an  amendment  to  alter 
the  general  laws  of  the  land,  without  the  examina- 
tion of  a  committee,  without  a  report  upon  its 
merits,  without  a  statement  of  the  facts  upon 
which  it  was  based,  for  they  could  not  be  staled 
in  five  minutes;  and,  m  shori,  without  any  con- 
sideration, such  an  amendment  was  to  be  thrust 
into  a  bill  which  must  go  through  and  become  a 
law.  If  this  practice  was  to  prevail,  the  a|)pro- 
prialioii  bills  never  would  be  got  through.  'I'liey 
liad  had  before  them  for  three  or  four  months  the 
appropriation  bills,  and  they  were  not  half  passed. 
I'liey  were  now  within  two  or  three  weeks  of  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year,  when  the  Government 
would  require  the  appropriations  which  these  bills 
would  make,  and,  after  they  passed  this  House, 
they  would  have  to  go  to  the  Senate  to  be  acted 
upon  by  that  body.  He  appealed,  therefore,  to 
his  friends  on  that  side  of  the  House,  who  were 
in  the  majority,  and  responsible  for  the  despatch 
of  bu.-^iness,  and  for  providing  the  ways  and  means 
for  the  operations  of  the  Government,  to  stand  by 
bills,  ami  see  them  earned  through,  if  this  prac- 
tice was  to  prevail,  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry 
through  these  bills  without  resorting  to  the  prac- 
tice which  prevailed  when  he  first  came  to  this 
House,  and  that  was,  to  sit  a  bill  out.  ["  Agreed  ! 
agreed!"]  He  called  upon  his  friends  to  sit  out 
tins  bill.  [Renewed  cries  of  "Agreed!"]  He 
withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  (having 
moved  an  amendment,)  said  that  gentlemen  stated 
that  at  some  I'uture  time  they  might  make  the 
changes  in  the  regulations  of  the  service  which  had 
been  suggested;  but  why  not  do  it  now.'  It  was 
the  opinion  of  surgeons  in  the  naval  service,  and 
some  of  our  best  oliiceis,  that  the  spirit  ration 
could  be  dispensed  with'now.  They  say,  furtlier, 
that  the  spirit  ration  is  the  cause  of  the  greater 
f)art  of  the  punishments  of  whicli  gentlemen  had 
spoken.  He  had  never  seen  a  surgeon  in  the  navy 
who  had  not  recommended  the  abolition  of  it;  and 
he  could  not  but  wonder  that  gentlemen  here  should 
say  that  if  the  seamen  were  not  allowed  these  spirit 
rations,  they  would  get  worse  habits.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  habits  of  the  sailor  were  formed 
by  this  daily  administering  to  those  habits.  But 
if  these  rations  were  given  up,  temperance  on  board 
of  our  ships  would  be  securtti.  To  guide  us  in  this 
matter,  we  had  the  experience  of  another  branch. 
We  had  but  from  eight  thousand  to  nine  thousand 
seamen  in  the  United  States  navy,  whereas  tliere 
were  from  one  hundred  thousand  to  two  hundred 
thousand  in  other  branches  of  the  marine  service. 
He  alluded  to  the  merchant  ships,  coasting  vessels, 
whalers,  &c.,  in  nine-tenths  of  whicli  no  ardent 
spirits  were  allowed.  He  urged,  then,  on  the  com- 
mittee to  pass  no  laws  by  which  the  cup  would  be 
lifted  to  the  mouth  of  the  seamen.  He  wished  not 
to  resort  to  coercion  to  secure  sobriety,  but  he 
was  equally  desirous  that  there  should  be  no  coer- 
cion in  the  use  of  spirits.  The  voice  of  humanity 
appealed  to  them  to  act  at  once  on  this  matter. 
The  good  of  the  service  and  the  welfare  of  the 
men  required  it;  and  he  hoped  they  should  not  be 
diverted  from  their  purpose  by  a  sneer,  nor  permit 
the  loss  of  the  amendment  by  loading  it  down  with 
amendments  which  certainly  would  not  improve 
it. 

Mr.  ROOT  (who  had  also  obtained  an  opportu- 
nity to  speak  by  moving  an  amendment,  which  he 
withdrew  when  he  finished)  said  tliey  had  heard 
an  earnest  appeal  from  the  chairman  of  the  Naval 
Committee  [Mr.  King]  not  to  make  the  reforms 
which  some  of  them  contemplated,  and  he  told 
them  further  that  if  they  would  refer  to  the  officers 
of  the  navy,  they  would  learn  that  the  use  of  the 
"  cat"  was  indispensable,  especially  in  bringing  up 
the  men  to  fight.  Now,  as  to  the  kind  of  courage 
which  the  "  cat"  would  infuse  into  a  man,  or  the 
operation  of  whipping  insubordination  out  of  a 
man,  he  would  only  say  that  it  would  be  better  to 
dispense  with  such  a  system  altogether,  or  to  dis- 
pense with  tlic  persons  who  could  not  get  along 
without  it.  Gentlemen  would  recollect  that  the 
time  had  been  when  "  witches"  were  put  to  death., 
and  the  abolition  of  that  punishment  tlien,  like  the 
abolition  of  flogging  in  the  navy  now,  he  had  no 
doubt  met  with  many  opposers  who  deeined  it  in- 
dispensable. Again,  it  was  no  very  distant  day 
since  whipping  for  crime  was  a  common  punisli- 
meni  in  many  of  the  Stales.  It  was  doubtless 
deemed  indispensabU  when  it  was  practised,  but, 


thank  God,  it  was  now  abolished;  and  he  hoped 
they  would  lake  from  commanding  oflicers  and  all 
the  other  officers  the  power  to  administer  corporal 
punishment  to  liie  men  under  their  command.  He 
iioped  the  •'adjutant's  daughter''  would  be  turned 
out  of  the  service,  for  we  could  well  dispense  with 
her. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  inquired  what  substitute  for 
corjioral  punishment  his  colleague  would  propose.' 
Mr.  ROOT  replied  that  he  would  leave  that  to 
the  mgenuity  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Sciif.nck:]  but  if  no  }iunishment  in  lieu  of  so  bar- 
barous a  practice  could  be  found,  in  God's  name, 
do  not,  at  this  period  of  the  world,  permit  a  law 
to  exist  which  would  autliorize  any  petty  tyrant  to 
tie  up  God's  image,  and  whip  him  for  "  the  good 
of  the  service.''  He  hoped  the  practice  would  be 
al)olished  forever.  As  to  what  his  colleague  [Mr. 
Vinton]  had  said  about  introducing  general  legis- 
lalion  into  appropriation  bills,  he  would  only  say 
that  he  fully  concurred  with. that  gentleman;  but 
here  was  a  proposition  before  the  committee,  and  he 
hoped  the  committee  would  sustain  it. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  to  amend  by  inserting 
the  words,  "  and  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 
'commander  to  shorten  sail  in  a  storm  without 
'  first  piping  all  hands  on  deck,  and  taking  a  vote 
'  of  the  ship's  company."  He  said  that  geiiileme« 
had  spoken  much  of  petty  tyranny  in  this  House 
who  could  not  by  any  possibility  have  seen  that 
of  which  they  spoke;  and  yet  they  now  sought,  by 
amendments  to  an  appropriation  bill,  to  make  es- 
sential and  radical  changes  in  the  whole  discipline 
of  the  navy  without  being  able  to  suggest  any  sub- 
stitute for  that  with  which  they  were  disposed  to 
dispense.  In  the  States  they  mi^ht  abolish  the 
whipping-post,  and  they  might  resort  to  confine- 
ment in  prison,  but  what  jacktar  in  a  hundred  was 
there  that  would  not  give  a  blessing  to  the  man 
who  should  give  him  an  exemption  from  work  by 
confining  him  on  board  of  ship?  It  was  suggested 
that  the  sailor  in  confinement  might  be  s'arved  in- 
stead of  whipped;  but  he  saw  not  why  "God's 
image"  should  be  punished  inwardly  more  than 
outwardly.  Gentlemen  talked  of  punishment  being 
inflicted  by  petty  officers  in  the  service;  but  gentle- 
men were  evidently  not  aware  that  a  single  blow 
could  not  he  struck  without  an  appeal  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  vessel,  and  an  officer  who 
should  do  so  would  be  liable  to  a  trial  by  court 
martial.  Gentlemen  should  bear  in  mind  that 
when  they  sent  a  ship  to  sea,  they  sent  but  eight, 
ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  officers  to  command  eight 
hundred  or  a  thousand  men,  amongst  whom  there 
were  many  tuibulent  spirits,  who,  without  strict 
discipline,  might  turn  upon  their  otficers,  and  ren- 
der the  service  usele-s.  From  a  petition  signed  by 
the  seamen  and  boys  on  board  the  steamship 
Union,  he  found  that  in  the  navy  itself  there  was 
an  opinion  against  the  abolition  of  corporal  pun- 
ishment. This  was  the  opinion  of  all  gentlemen 
who  had  had  much  experience  in  naval  affairs. 

This  whole  subject  of  abolishing  corporal  pun- 
ishment in  The  navy  had  been  referred  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  by  ihis  House  in  the  28th 
Congress,  and  his  opinion  asked  as  to  any  possi- 
ble substitute,  and  he  had  reported  "  that  it  could 
'  not  be  dispensed  with  on  shipboard  without  in- 
'  jury  to  the  discipline  of  the  service,  and  endan- 
'  gering  the  safety  of  our  ships  of  war." 
The  Secretary's  report  was  in  these  terms: 

Navy  Department,  Fdruary  2i,  1845. 

Sir  :  In  ol)P(lipiiC(i  to  a  rcsuliuion,  rtqiicsliiii;  "  lliu  Strre- 
'  tary  oftlic  Navy  to  report  to  tlin  House  of  Repieseiilativea 
'  what  .■iiihstiiiitf,  it  any,  can  be  made  for  the  present  mode 
'  of  Corporal  puiiislinient  in  the  navy,  witliont  emlangering 
'  the  discipline  of  ilie  service,"  I  liave  the  honor  to  n  poit; 
Tliivt  lliR  siilijtcl  has  engaged  my  most  aiixicu-i  attention, 
and  tliat  I  am  not  aware  of  any  mode  of  pmii.-hin<;nt  that 
can  he  bub.-tiniled  by  whicli  the  antiiorlty,  as  now  conferred 
l)y  law,  to  inflict  corporaf  punishment,  is  to  be  wholly 
superseded,  without  serious  injury  to  the  discipline  and 
efiicienoy  of  the  serviee.  In  the  pre.<!i'nl  state  of  the  law, 
corporal  punishment  cannot  be  inflicted  except  by  order 
o(  till!  coniiiiandiij!;;  officer,  on  his  responsibility  ;  he  rannot 
inflict  more  tliaii  twelve  laslies;  a  court-martial,  for  an 
olfence  not  capital,  cannot  e.xoeed  luio  hundred  lashes.  This 
power  of  the  commander  cannot  he  delegated  to  his  subor- 
dinates; and,  by  a  reeiilation  of  the  deparlinent,  nuarterly 
reuinis  are  required  from  every  ship  in  commission, showing 
the  nifeiiecs,  the  piiiiishmenls,  and  by  whose  order  they  are 
iiillicied.  These  reports  are  carefully  (examined,  and  it  has 
afl'orded  me  much  satisfaction  to  perceive  that  in  some  of 
oiir  piililic  ve.ssels  punisliuient^  are  very  rarely  resorted  to. 

Ill  considering  tlic  iniporianl  infjuiry  presented  by  the 
res(dntion  of  tiie  House  of  Knprcsentntives,  we  should  not 
tail  lo  direct  attention  to  the  light  in  which  such  corporal 
piiiiishmenl  is  regarded  by  those  who  are  subject  to  it.  I 
eoiilidenilv  bidieve  that  it  is  not  regaided  Rs  a  personal  deg- 
radation by  the  great  body  ul'  Heainen  in  thit  navy,  but  that 
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tliey  consider  i I  as  necessary  to  preserve  discipline,  to  ensure 
tiic  safety  of  the  ship,  and  to  secure  a  faithful  performance 
of  duty  by  all  hands  on  board.  To  their  minds  it  is  far  less 
oilious  than  a  systRin  of  punishment  by  confinement,  or  by 
the  use  of  symbols  or  dresses  exposing  them  to  ridicule. 
A  sangininary  code,  by  which  punishments  atiectin;;  life  or 
liirib,  l()r  pf^tly  offi.'nces  constantly  occurring  on  shipboard, 
Xvhich  cannot  be  piissed  over  wilh  impunity,  would  be  re- 
volting to  humanity  in  this  enlishtc.ned  a!;e,  and  would  be 
cruel  and  unjust  to  ihe  brave  and  meritorious  but  Iboughtless 
men  who  would  suffer  under  its  operation.  It  is  true  that 
the  infliction  of  corporal  punishinenl  is  revoltinfr  to  the  great 
body  of  the  American  people;  and  it  is  because  of  this  gen- 
eral feeling  that  it  might  be  dispensed  with  on  the  shore 
stations  within  the  United  States,  where  citizens  "are  fre- 
quently cypployed.  This,  I  think,  might  be  advantageously 
done  by  a  regulation  ofthe  department ;  but  1  feel  constrained 
to  express  the  opinion  that  it  cannot  be  dispensed  with  on 
shipboard  without  injury  to  the  discipline  ofthe  service,  en- 
dangeringtlve  safety  of  ourshipsofwar,  and  niakingneee-sa- 
rya  system  of  punishments' far  more  oppressive  and  cruel  to 
those  in  whose  behalf  sympathy  has  suggested  the  modifica- 
tion. 

I  have  tlie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  J.  Y.  MASON. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Schenck's 
annendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DUER  (who  ofFered  an  annendment,  and 
who  was  frequently  called  to  order  during  his  re- 
marks for  irrelevancy)  said,  he  appreciated  the 
difficulties  which  were  in  the  way  of  abolishing 
corporal  punishment  in  the  navy;  and  yet  he  hoped 
that  o-ur  .seamen  were  not  to  be  eternally  treated 
like  brutes.  There  might  be  difficulties,  but  was 
it  impossible  to  dispense  with  whipping.'  Were 
we  forever  to  continue  this  practice.'  If  seamen 
had  been  a  degraded  class,  that  was  no  reason  why 
they  sWould  be  forever  whipped;  and,  as  it  was 
evident  the  practice  must  be  abolished,  he  saw  no 
reason  why  they  should  not  begin  now.  When 
they  treated  sailors  like  inen,  they  would  have  them 
a  higher  class  than  they  were  tiow.  Why  could 
not  other  [punishments  be  substituted?  Gentlemen 
laughed  at  the  idea  of  starving  men  ;  but  he  thought 
they  might  be  put  on  sliort  allowance  as  a  punish- 
ment, which  would  not  make  them  feel  that  sense 
of  degradation  which  was  consequent  on  whipping. 
There  was  no  class  of  men  that  made  such  good 
sailors  and  soldiers  as  the  Americans,  and  the  rea- 
son was,  because  they  were  freemen;  men  who 
exercised  their  reason,  and  saw  the  necessity  of 
things.  Hence  they  would  submit  to  discipline. 
Abolish  degrading  punishments,  and  the  character 
of  our  sailors  would  improve.  Whipping  was  the 
punishment  of  slaves,  and  not  of  freemen.  They 
might  subdue  a  man's  spirit  by  putting  him  on 
short  allowance,  but  they  would  sink  him  into 
degradation  and  not  subdue  his  spirit  by  whipping. 
Whip  him,  and  he  became  more  stubborn  than 
before.  Such  was  the  character  of  the  men.  He 
thought  naval  officers  were  not  the  men  from  whom 
counsel  should  be  taken  on  this  subject.  How 
many  lawyers  were  there  to  be  found  in  favor  of 
reforming  the  practice  of  the  courts,  and  how 
many  doctors  to  change  medical  practice.' 

The  allotted  five  minutes  expired,  and  the  gen- 
tleman withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  MORSE,  of  Louisiana,  offered  an  amend- 
ment providing  that  sailors  should  be  reprimanded 
by  the  commander  of  the  ship  for  offences  com- 
mitted. 

He  said  it  seemed  the  discipline  of  the  navy  was 
to  be  set  aside  without  discussion  or  consideration ; 
and  hence  he  had  submiited  an  amendment  v/hich 
he  thought  was  requisite,  no  substitute  for  the  pun- 
ishment to  be  abolished  having  been  suggested 
hitherto.  He  objected  to  the  sickly  sentimentality 
which  had  been  exhibited  here  to-day  by  gentle- 
men who  knew  nothing  of  the  discipline  of  the 
navy,  but  who,  nevertheless,  undertook  to  make 
laws  for  its  government.     If  it  were  true  that  the 

Eunishment  of  flogging  ought  to  be  abolished,  let  it 
e  referred  to  a  committee,  and  be  considered  by 
men  who  had  devoted  some  lime  to  the  considera- 
tion of  that  subject,  and  who  would  be  able  to 
report  a  proper  measure  to  effect  the  purpose  con- 
templated without  injury  to  the  service.  He  said 
he  had  lived  on  the  seaboard,  and  knew  something 
ofthe  subject,  and  he  never  knew  an  experienced 
man  who,  on  sober  second  thought,  did  not  say 
such  punishment  was  necessary;  and  even  the  sail- 
ors submitted  toil  with  a  consciousness  that  it  was 
the  only  way  by  which  discipline  could  be  pre- 
served. He  went  on  to  show  that  ships  could  only 
be  governed  by  a  despotism,  and  that  disobedience 
must  meet  with  prompt  punishment;  and  then  he 
■withdrew  his  amendment. 
Mr.  MURPHYofTcred  the  following  amendment: 
Provided,  however,  before  flogging   thall  be  abolished,  a 


commission  of  three  or  more  competent  persons  shall  be  ap- 
priinted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  examine  into  the 
facts,  and  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion,  for  the  further 
action  of  Congress. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  rose  to  a  question  of  oi-der, 
and  maintained  that  the  amendment  was  irrele- 
vant. 

The  CHAIR  sustained  the  point  of  order,  and 
the  amendment  was  not  received. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing amendment: 

Anil  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the  approba- 
tion ofthe  President  ofthe  United  States,  is  hereby  required 
to  establish,  in  lieu  thereof,  a  system  of  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  punishment  of  offences  committed  by  seamen  in  the 
navy,  as  shall  he  most  likely  to  secure  proper  discipline,  and 
at  the  same  time  be  more  in  accordance  with  the  principles 
of  enlightened  humanity  and  legislation  ;  and  that  the  same 
be  published  to  every  ship's  crew  monthly. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  this  amendment  was  liable 
to  the  same  objection  as  the  last. 

Some  conversation  ensued  on  its  relevancy,  but 
the  chairman  decided  that  it  was  in  order. 

Mr.  BROWN,  in  advocating  his  amendment, 
said  the  seamen  should  be  as  much  under  the  pi-o- 
tection  of  laws  on  sea  as  on  land;  and  that  it  should 
not  be  left  to  any  officer  to  say  what  kind  of  pun- 
ishment should  be  inflicted,  and  for  what  oflences. 
He  hoped  they  should  gel  rid  of  the  punisliment  of 
whipping,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  then  they 
should  obtain  a  higher  class  of  men  for  the  naval 
service.  Whipping  had  been  abolished  in  the  land 
service,  and  there  was  no  good  reason  why  it  should 
be  continued  at  sea.  It  had  been  abolished  in  many 
ofthe  States  as  a  punishment  fur  crime,  and  it  was 
not  toleialed  in  even  inany  district  schools. 

Mr.  LEVIN  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  VINTON  hoped  the  committee  would  not 
rise.  He  hoped  they  would  stay  liei-e  until  to- 
morrow morning,  if  tiiey  could  not  pass  this  bill  in 
less  time. 

The  committee  refused  to  rise,  and  then  it  reject- 
ed the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Peniisyl- 
vania,  [Mr.  Brown.] 

Mr.  CATHCART  offered  an  amendment  to  ob- 
tain an  opportunity  to  say  thai  he  trusted  in  God 
the  committee  would  come  up  to  the  spirit  of  the 
age, and  abolish  thedegradingpunishmentof  whip- 
ping. He  spoke  during  his  five  minutes  in  the 
expression  of  his  opposition  to  the  punishment  of 
whipping,  and  then  withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  the  amendment 
as  amended — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUMSEY,  it  was  further 
amended  by  inserting  "except  lor  medicinal  pur- 
poses."   ^ 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "ma- 
rines," because  they  were  on  a  different  footing, 
and  under  diiferent  regulations  from  the  sailors, 
they  constituting,  in  fact,  but  a  portion  of  the  army 
serving  on  shipboard.  And  if  the  marines  were 
allowed  six  cents  commutation,  Congress  would 
soon  have  to  make  a  similar  regulation  throughout 
the  army. 

Mr.  McKay's  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Several  motions  to  amend  having  been  ruled  out 
of  order,  the  question  was  loudly  demanded. 

The  vote  on  the  amendment  as  amended  was 
decided,  on  a  count  by  tellers,  in  the  negative — 
ayes  51,  noes  72. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  proposed  the  following 
amendment: 

That,  in  lieu  ofthe  spirit  ration  now  allowed  in  the  navy 
and  marine  service,  such  mariners  and  marines  as  should 
elect  to  do  so  might  receive  six  cents  per  diem. 

The  amendment  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  remonstrated,  and  finally 
appealed;  but  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sus- 
tained. 

Mr.  CATFICART  moved  to  amend  by  pro- 
viding that  corporal  punishment  should  be  abol- 
ished in  the  naval  service. 

It  was  ruled  out  of  order;  and,  on  Mr.  Cath- 
cart's  appeal,  the  Chair  was  again  sustained. 

Mr.  SAWYER  proposed  to  strike  out  from  the 
list  of  miscellaneous  items  of  appropriation  that 
for  the  purchase  of  "  musical  instruments."  As 
drums  and  fifes  had  been  already  enumerated, 
these  must  mean  the  bugles  and  horns  which  were 
used  in  our  concerts  at  the  Capilol  and  President's 
House,  prepared  to  tickle  the  ears  of  the  dandies 
and  exquisites  who  resorted  there. 

[A  voice:  "  Don't  you  attend  there,  sometimes, 
yourself.'"] 

No;  1  don't  grace  such  exhibitions  with  my 
presence.     [A.  laugh.]     Now,  at  home,  his  con- 


stituents, when  they  wished  for  music,  expected 
to  pay  for  it  out  of  their  own  pockets,  not  at  the 
expense  of  the  public.  But  hei-e  Congress  was 
called  on  to  pay  for  horns  and  bugles,  and  things 
like  pot-lids,  which  a  fellow  rattled  together. 
[Laughter.]  No  such  instruments  were  used  on 
board  our  ships  of  war;  they  were  reserved  for 
the  ears  of  our  Washington  exquisites.  These 
things  had  cost  the  Government  already  from  four 
to  eight  thousand  dollars. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  an  amendment 
was  inserted  for  the  rehef  and  protection  of  Ameri- 
can seamen  in  foreign  countries,  $20,000;  and  the 
second  and  last  .section  of  the  bill,  the  necessity 
for  which  was  superseded  by  the  ending  of  the 
war,  was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  WHITE  offered  an  amendment  authori- 
zing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  contract 
for  the  masonry  or  other  parts  of  construction  of 
a  dry  dock  at  Brooklyn,  New  York;  but  before 
any  decision  was  had  on  it 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  discharge  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  from 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service 
for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1849. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn;  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  60, 
nays  67. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union.     Ayes  58 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  but  refused 
by  the  House. 

Mr.  BAYLY  moved  an  adjournment  of  the 
House.     Agreed  to. 

And  the  House  accordingly  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  June  14,  1848. 
Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  from  Daniel  G. 
Garnsey,  an  officer  in  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  asking  compensation  for  military  services; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
AflTairs. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Michigan,  asking  that  Mount  Vernon  may  be 
purchased  by  the  General  Government;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BENTON  desired  to  submit  a  joint  resolu- 
tion, and  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
.Senate,  intimating  his  intention  to  call  it  up  for 
consideration  to-morrow,  after  it  had  been  printed. 
The  consent  having  been  granted,  Mr.  B.  submit- 
ted— 

A  JOINT  KESOLUTION  to  regulate  the  discharge  and 
payment  ofthe  temporary  troops  returning  from  the  Mex- 
ican war. 

Be  it  resolved,  (yc,  That,  on  the  restoration  of  peace  with 
Mexico,  liy  a  treaty  of  peace  duly  ratified  and  proclaimed, 
all  the  military  forces  ol"  the  United  States,  whether  volun- 
teers, reBulais,or  the  marine  corps,  who  by  law  or  the  terms 
of  their 'engagements,  are  to  be  discharged  at  the  close  of 
Ihe  war,  shall,  under  the  direction  uf  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  be  transported  or  marched,  with  the  least 
practicable  delay,  to  .^uch  posts  or  places  in  the  United  States 
as  may  be  least  expensive,  and  maybe  most  convenient  to 
the  troops  ;  and  at  such  places  they  shall  he  discharged  from 
the  service  of  the  United  States ;  and  that,  until  they  shall 
respectively  reach  such  places  and  be  discharged,  the  offi- 
cers and  men  shall  be  considered,  paid,  and  treated  as  in  the 
service  ofthe  United  States,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
war  had  not  closed. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  reported  H^ouse  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1849,  with  an  amend- 
ment. The  amendment  consists  of  striking  out 
^540,000,  and  inserting  ^495,000,  and  also  inserting 
"  for  transportation  of  the  mail  between  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,  and  Havana,  under  the  con- 
tract made  with  M.  C.  Mordecai,  $45,000." 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  House  bill 
making  appropriations  for  (he  payment  of  revolu- 
tionary and  other  pensions  ofthe  United  States  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1849,  without  amend- 
ment. ■  1  ■  . 

Ali50,  froiTi  the  same  committee,  asking  to  be 
dischar'^'ed  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memori^il  of  John  Golden  in  relittion  to  his  dis- 
coveries in  finance. 
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Mr.  DOWNS,  from  tiie  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  the  following  House  bills  without 
amendment; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Philip  J.  Fontain. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  Span- 
ish bris:  Restaurador. 

Mr.  "badger,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert 
Ramsay,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  reported  the  following  House 
bills,  without  amendment: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Artemas  Conant. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Washington  Jack- 
son. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Nathaniel  Sheflett. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Hugh  Riddle. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  also,  from  the  .same  committee, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con.sidera- 
tion  of  Hou.se  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Tee,  of 
Portsmouth,  Virginia,  and  that  it  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  adverse  reports  on  House  bills  for  the  relief 
of  Sarah  Wood  and  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  H. 
Warren. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  back,  with  an  amendment, 
the  following  bill:  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  horses  and  other  property  lost  or  destroyed 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,"  ap- 
proved 18th  January,  1827,  and  the  acts  approved 
14th  February,  1837,  and  August  23, 1842,  amend- 
atory of  the  same. 

Mr.  B.  asked  that  the  bill  might  be  considered 
at  once,  which  was  agreed  to;  and,  after  the  amend- 
ment was  explained,  it  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  RUSK,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  the  joint  resolution  from  the 
House  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  Texas 
troops  called  out  by  order  of  Colonel  Curtis,  with 
an  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUSK,  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment were  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and,  after  having  been  explained,  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  YULEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  R.  Bryan. 

Mr.  BADGER  called  up  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration: 
Kcsohcd,  Tliat  there  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate 

copies  of  Executive  document  No.  60  of  the  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  present  session,  for  the  use  of  the 
tien.ite,  without  the  Mexican  war  correspondence. 

Mr.  B.  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  10,000  copies. 

Mr.  NILES  inquired  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
correspondence  embraced  in  this  docitment. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  and  Mr.  MANGUM  said  a 
few  words,  which  were  almost  entirely  inaudible 
in  the  gallery.  They  were  undeistood  to  sla  e 
that  the  whole  of  the  correspondence,  excepting 
such  as  had  been  communicated  in  Executive  ses- 
sion, was  contained  in  it. 

With  the  consent  of  Mr.  BADGER,  the  resolu- 
tion was  laid  over  by  common  consent. 

Mr.  BREESE  called  for  the  special  order,  being 
the  bill  to  establish  a  Territorial  Goverinifient  in 
Oregon. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  inquired  if  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill  had  not  the  precedence.' 

The  PR  1>:SI DENT  ;)ro  teni.  decided  that  it  had. 

Mr.  BREESE  then  moved  to  postpone  the  con- 
.■iidcration  of  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  or  to 
pans  it  by. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  expres.sed  the  hope  that  the 
bill  would  not  lie  passed  by,  but  that  an  hour 
would  be  appropriated  to  its  consideration. 

Mr.  DAYTON  hoped  the  Senate  would  first 
dispo.sc  of  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  which  at 
present  blocked  uj)  the  way. 

Mr.  BREKSE  suggest*  d  that  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill  might  occupy  the  Senate  a  day,  or 
perhaps  a  week.  The  subject  of  tlie  special  order 
had  been  brought  to  the  atienlion  of  the  Senate  by 
a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  he  hoped  it  would  be  taken  up. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  aye.s  and  noes, 
and  decided  in  the  negative:  Ayes  14,  noo.s  19. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  WESTCOTT, 
yesterday,  instructing  the  Committee  on  Patents 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  paying  Mr.  Fleisch- 


mann  for  certain  work  prepared  by  him,  was  con- 
sidered and  agreed  to. 

IiNDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill,  the  amendment  pending  being  that 
offered  by  Mr.  Bell  in  relation  to  the  Cherokee 
Indians. 

Mr.  BELL  went  again  into  an  explanation  of 
the  grounds  on  which  his  amendment  was  intro- 
duced, reiterating  the  history  of  the  treaty  of  New 
Echota,  by  which  five  millions  was  stipulated  to 
be  paid  to  the  Cherokees  for  these  lands.  The 
Senate  afterwards  determined  that  the  cost  of  re- 
moval should  not  be  deducted  from  the  five  mil- 
lions. The  Cherokees  residing  in  North  Carolina 
became  dissatisfied,  because,  although  equally  en- 
titled with  the  treaty  party,  they  had  not  received 
their  quota  of  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  for 
removal  and  subsistence,  amounting  to  ^53  33 
each.  The  North  Caroli^la  Indians  were  no  par- 
ties to  the  treaty,  yet  their  land  was  sold  from 
them,  and  they  were  compelled  to  purchase  other 
lands  of  tlie  Government  at  the  minimum  price. 
The  treaty  gave  them  a  right  to  what  they  claim, 
although  they  refused  to  remove  to  west  of  the 
Mississippi.  He  read  extracts  from  the  treaty 
and  from  other  documents,  which  he  relied  on  as 
sustaining  the  claim.  The  instructions  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Go\ernment  to  the  commissioners  were 
also  quoted  to  the  same  effect.  When  the  North 
Carolina  Indians  asked  the  commissioner  why  he 
had  ceded  away  their  country,  and  whether  they 
were  to  be  entitled  to  the  same  advantages  as  those 
who  had  agreed  to  the  treaty,  he  replied  that  such 
was  his  construction  of  the  treaty.  The  vote  on 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  was  very  close  in  the 
Senate.  If  the  construction  of  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  and  of  the  Executive  be  the  cor- 
rect one,  the  North  Carolina  Cherokees  have  lost 
the  whole  of  their  lands,  and  are  not  to  receive  a 
cent  for  them.  By  making  an  additional  appro- 
priation for  the  cost  of  removal  and  subsistence, 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  admitted  that 
this  expense  was  not  to  be  taken  out  of  the  five 
millions  Indian  fund.  In  addition  to  this,  the  Gov- 
ernment had  pledged  itself,  two  years  after  the  rat- 
ification of  the  treaty,  to  pay  the  whole  expenses 
of  removal  and  subsistence.  In  every  view,  the 
claim  was  equitable,  and  there  was  no  fund  out  of 
which  it  could  be  paid. 

Mr.  MANGUM  considered  the  argument  and 
exposition  of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  so  con- 
clusive, as  to  require  no  additional  support.  He 
appealed  to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Calhoun]  as  to  the  difficulty  with  which  this  In- 
dian treaty  was  ratified.  He  stated  that  the  vote 
on  the  ratification  was  30  to  15,  exactly  one  ma- 
jority in  the  constitutional  construction.  He  had 
been  induced  to  give  his  vote  for  the  ratification, 
which  he  did  very  reluctantly,  knowing  before- 
hand that  it  could  not  be  ratified  without  his  vote, 
and  he  could  have  never  given  his  vote  for  it,  had 
he  not  been  sati.^fied  that  the  true  construction  was 
that  which  has  been  given  by  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  recollected  the  circumstances 
attending  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  generally, 
although  he  did  not  remember  the  particular  inci- 
dent alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina. But  he  had  not  the  least  doubt  of  its  entire 
correctness.  He  had  never  regarded  the  treaty  as 
a  treaty  at  all.  He  thought  the  North  Carolina 
Indians  had  fared  very  badly.  He  had  been  at  one 
time  opposed  to  this  claim;  but  the  investigation 
he  had  made  had  much  weakened  this  impression. 
Still,  he  required  more  light  before  he  could  finally 
make  up  his  mind. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  the  statement  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  was  perfectly  accurate. 
He  had  himself  felt  assured  that  it  was  no  treaty 
at  all,  and  he  liad  voted  for  it  to  save  the  Chero- 
kees from  the  sword  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  BERRIEN.  "Sword  of  Georgia!"  What 
sword  ? 

Mr.  MANGUM.  He  meant  simply  that  Geor- 
gia was  determined  to  have  the  land,  and  this  he 
liad  intended  when  he  used  the  expression. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  .said  that  Georgia  looked  to  the 
United  .Stales,  regarding  herself  as  entitled  to  the 
lands  by  cession  from  the  United  Slates.  As  to 
\yaging  war  against  the  poor  defenceless  Indians, 
Georgia  never  had  such  an  intention. 


Mr.  ATHERTON  made  some  remarks  in  reply 
to  what  had  been  said  by  the  Senator  from  Ten- 
nessee, contending  that  it  was  designed  that  the 
\  cost  of  the  removal  and  subsistence  should  be  taken 
out  of  thefivemillionsfund.  He  expressed  his  read- 
iness to  do  justice  to  these  North  Carolina  Indians, 
'  provided  that  the  subject  was  introduced  in  a  sep- 
arate bill.     If  he  could  then  discover  that  the  claim 
was  just,  according  to  his  views,  and  if  these  In- 
diana had  been  badly  treated,  he  should  be  disposed 
{  to  vote  for  it.     He  desired   this  claim  to  be  kept 
:  out  of  the  bill,  because  there  was  a  question  involv- 
ing the   claim   pending,  which  would  have   to  be 
!  gone  into  shortly.     Tlie  other  portion  of  the  Cher- 
j  okees  have  a  memorial  before  the  Senate,  praying 
i  that   the  whole  cost  of  removal  and  subsistence 
should   be  paid  out  of  the  United  States  treasury, 
and  not  out  of  the  Indian  fund. 

Mr.  HALE  wished  his  colleague  to  say  whether 
the  Indian  lands  had  been  sold  by  the  United  States 
for  above  half  a  million,  and  what  portion  of  this 
had  been  paid  to  the  Cherokees? 

Mr.  ATHERTON  was  not  sufficiently  informed 
to  reply. 

Mr.  HALE  had  understood  that  the  Cherokees 
had  not  received  a  dollar. 

Mr.  MANGUM.     Not  a  dollar. 

Mr.  BUTLER  wished  to  know  how  the  Cher- 
okees in  North  Carolina  were  connected  with  thd 
Georgia  Indians  ? 

Mr.  BELL  replied  that  they  belonged  to  the 
same  tribe  of  Indians.  He  staled  that  the  treaty 
party  denied  the  right  of  the  North  Carolina  In- 
dians to  any  portion  of  the  sum  appropriated  for 
the  removal  and  subsistence  of  the  Cherokees. 

Mr.  NiLES  said  the  great  question  before  the 
Senate,  when  the  treaty  was  under  consideration, 
was  as  to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  negotiated. 
His  opinion,  and,  he  believed,  the  general  sense  of 
the  Senate,  as  to  the  amount  given  for  the  lands, 
was  that  the  appropriation  was  very  ample,  both 
for  the  lands  and  the  cost  of  removal  and  subsist- 
ence. But  it  seems  this  has  been  expended  in  the 
cost  of  removing  and  subsisting  those  who  were 
willing  to  go;  so  that  they  who  remain  get  nothing 
for  their  improvements,  wliile  those  who  have 
gone  have  homes  in  the  West.  He  thought  it  just, 
then,  that  these  North  Carolina  Indians  should  be 
paid.  Again:  these  North  Carolina  Indians  had 
been  no  {)arty  to  the  treaty;  and  if  they  had  re- 
ceived no  advantage  from  it,  he  thought  they  had 
a  strong  claim  on  the  Government.  He  did  not, 
however,  regard  this  as  the  best  form  in  which  the 
appropriation  .should  be  made. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  that  the  North  Carolina 
Cherokees  were  receiving  the  same  as  other  In- 
dians who  remove  from  other  States.  If  they  had 
been  deluded,  he  was  wiliingto  pay  them,  but  not 
in  this  form.  These  Indians  have  been  paid  for 
their  improvements. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  asked  if  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  knew  that  these  North  Carolina  In- 
dians had  received  any  payments  ? 

Mr.  ATHERTON  had  so  understood  it. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  some  of  the  North  Caro- 
lina Indians  had  received  payment  for  improve- 
ments. 

The  debate  was  still  continued  by  Mr.  BER- 
RIEN, Mr.  ATHERTON,  Mr.  BUTLER,  and 
Mr.  WEBSTER;  when— 

The  question  was  taken,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Bell,  Benton,  Berrien, 
Borland,  Butler,  Coruin,  Downs,  Greene,  Il.ile,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  Lewis,  Manguin,  Miller,  Niles,  Pearce,  Husk, 
Sjiruauce,  Underwood,  tjphairi,  and  Webster— i!2. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alherton,  Bradbury,  Breese,  Davis  of 
Mississippi,  Dayton, Dickinson, Dix,  Fetch,  Hamlin,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Georsjia,  Mason,  Sebastian,  Sturgeon,  Turncy, 
Westcott,  an<l  Yulce— 17. 

Mr.  RUSK  submitted  the  following  amendment: 

He  it  furtln-r  cnKctcd,  TlvM  the  I'resident  of  the  United 
Slates  hi',  and  he  is  hcrchy  .•luthnrizcd,  by  and  with  the  ad- 
vice and  eonsinlofthc  Senali',  1(1  appoint  one  Superintend- 
ent ol  Inilian  Allairs  and  such  number  of  sub-apents  as  he 
may  deem  proper,  not  exc<'cdin!;  lour,  tor  the  Indiana  re- 
siding in  the  Slate  of  Texas,  and  that  the  sum  of  ten  tiiou- 
sand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of 
any  money  in  the  treasury  not  olherwise  .ipi)ropriatcd,  for 
the  payinenl  of  the  salaries  of  said  oflicers,  and  to  enable 
llie  President  to  comply  with  the  treaty  entered  into  by  the 
United  States  with  said  Indians. 

Mr.  RUSK  explained  his  object,  which  was  to 
restrain  the  vagrant  Creeks  and  Cherokees  which 
were  committing  outrages  on  the  citizens  of  Texas. 
The  United  Stales  wei-e  bound  to  protect  the  citi- 
zens of  Texas  against  the  incursions  of  Indians. 
Texas  suffered  no  injuries  from  the  Camanches. 
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The  only  Indians  who  committed  liostilities  against 
tlie  Texans  were  those  of  the  United  States.  The 
Caddos,  Kickapoos,  Shawnces,  Creeks,  Chero- 
kees,  Choctaws,  and  others,  are  constantly  depre- 
dating on  the  citizens  of  Texas.  He  had  once,  at 
the  head  of  a  military  force,  pursued  the  Indians 
over  the  boundary  to  Shreveport,  in  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  where  he  took  the  Indians,  deprived 
them  of  their  arms,  and  took  an  engagement  from 
the  United  Slates  agent  there,  that  they  should  not 
return  to  Texas.  For  this  he  was  denounced  by 
the  Governor  of  Louisiana,  &c.;  but  these  were 
United  States  Indians,  and  he  considered  himself 
Justified  in  his  course, 

Mr.  BELL  made  some  objection  on  the  ground 
of  the  want  of  authority  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  interfere  with  the  In- 
dians and  white  settlers  on  the  borders  of  Texas. 
There  is  no  fixed  boundary  between  the  Indians 
Rnd  the  Texans.  It  would  be  necessary  to  have 
the  assent  of  Texas. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  informed  the  Senator  from 
Texas  that  the  subject  embraced  in  his  amendment 
had  already  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs,  and  would  not  be  neglected. 
The  committee  knew  well  the  difficulties  of  the 
situation  in  which  Texas  was  placed,  and  wa.s 
disposed  to  give  proper  consideration  to  them.  He 
hoped  the  amendment  would  not  now  be  pressed. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  the 
question  was  taken,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Borland,  Biadliury,  Calhoun, 
Davis  of  Mississippi,  Fetch,  Hainlin,Mangum,  Euslc,  Sebas- 
tian, Sturgeon,  Turney,  and  Westcott — 13. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atcliison,  Atherton,  Badger,  Bell,  Ber- 
rien, Butler,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dayton,  Dick- 
inson, Dix,  Downs,  Greene,  Hale,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Ga., 
Mason,  Miller,  Niles,  Pearce,  Spruance,  Underwood,  and 
Yulee— 2.-^ 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  desired  a  postponement  of 
the  bill  until  to-morrow,  in  order  that  he  might 
8\ibmit  an  amendment  which  he  intended  to  offer. 

The  suggestion  was  acquiesced  in  by  Mr.  ATH- 
ERTON. 

Mr.  MANGUM  submitted  the  following: 

Ordered,  That "23,000  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Sen- 
ate in  Executive  session  on  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  and  of 
the  documents  from  which  the  injunction  of  secrecy  has 
been  removed  by  the  resolutions  of  the  Senate  of  the  31st 
May  and  tlie  2d  instant,  be  printed  for  tlie  use  of  the  Senate. 

A  resolution  was  submitted  that  the  daily  hour 
of  meeting  of  the  Senate  shall  be  at  11,  a.m.,  until 
otherwise  ordered.     Lies  over. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  Executive  business,  and,  after  a  short  time  spent 
therein,  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  June  15,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

Mr.  BURT  asked  the  House  by  general  consent 
to  take  up  the  joint  resolution  providing  for  the 
payment  of  the  regiment  of  Texas  mounted  troops 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States  under 
the  requisition  of  Colonel  Curtis,  in  the  year  1847, 
and  for  other  purposes,  which  was  returned  from 
the  Senate  willi  amendments. 

No  objection  being  made — 

Mr.  BURT  explained  that  the  only  amendment 
of  substance  made  by  the  Senate  provided  simply 
that  this  regimentof  Texas  mounted  troops  should 
receive  the  usual  pay  and  allowances  from  the 
time  they  left  their  homes  respectively  until  they 
arrived  at  San  Antonio,  the  rendezvous,  and  from 
San  Antonio  to  their  homes  respectively  after  they 
were  discharged.  The  other  amendments  were 
purely  verbal.  He  trusted  the  House  would  at 
once  concur  in  the  amendtrients  of  the  Senate. 

After  a  few  words  of  conversation  between  Mr. 
JONES,  of  Tennessee,  and  Mr.  BURT— 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  were  concurred  in,  and  thus  the  joint 
resolution  is  finally  passed. 

Mr,  HOLMES,  of  New  York,  asked  leave  to 
introduce  the  following  bill: 

A  BILL  to  alter  and  establish  the  compensation  for  mileage 
to  Senators  and  Repiesentativea  in  Congress. 
Be  it  enacted,  ^-c,  That,  instead  of  the  pay  now  allowed  by 
law  to  Sonatori  and  Representatives  in  (yOiigress  for  travel, 
there  shall  be  allowed  each  member  one  dollar  for  every  hour 
actually  and  necessarily  spent  in  travelling  on  the  most  usu- 
ally traveled  route  to  and  from  their  respective  places  of 
residence,  together  with  the^  usual  and  ordinary  travelling 
expenses. 


Mr.  WENTWORTH  objected ,  and  the  bill  was 
not  received. 

Mr.  STROHM  called  up  the  report  made  by 
himself  some  days  ago  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Expenditures.  He  said  this  was  the  day 
by  which  the  minority  of  the  committee  had  stated 
they  would  be  prepared  with  their  minority  report, 
and  he  hoped,  therefore,  there  would  be  no  objec- 
tion to  the  printing  of  the  report.  ' 

Some  conversation  ensued,  in  which  Mr.  BED- 
INGER  stated  that  the  minority  were  not  ready 
with  their  report,  but  would  be  on  Monday,  and, 
&t  the  suggestion  of  Mr,  McKAY,  by  general  con- 
sent the  subject  was  passed  over  informally. 

APPROPRIATIONS   FOR  NAVAL  SERVICE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1849,  (Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  in  the 
chair.) 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  the  pending  question 
was  on  the  amendment  offered  yesterday  by  Mr. 
White,  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
contract  with  some  suitable  person  for  the  masonry 
or  other  parts  of  the  construction  of  a  dry  dock  at 
Brooklyn,  New  York. 

The  Chair  ruled  this  amendment  out  of  order,  it 
being  substantially  the  same  moved  and  decided 
on  a  previous  stage  of  action  on  the  bill  by  the 
committee. 

Mr-  BAYLY  then  offered  the  following,  as  an 
amendment  to  section  2: 

^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  ThM  the  restriction  established 
by  the  fourtli  section  of  the  act  approved  March  3d,  1845, 
whereby  no  more  than  one  hundred  and  eighty  passed  mid- 
shipmen, and  those  senior  in  rank,  sball  at  the  same  time 
receive  the  pay  fixed  by  law  for  that  class  of  officers,  be 
suspended  in  its  operation  from  the  passage  of  this  act  until 
the  class  of  1841  and  1842  shall  have  been  examined,  and 
the  relative  rank  establislied  among  those  ^«{io  shall  pass 
their  examination. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  to  amend  t^e  amend- 
ment by  adding  as  follows  : 

Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  authorize  a  greater  number  than  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  to  receive  the  pay  of  passed  midshipmen. 

After  sorne  explanations  of  his  amendment,  in 
the  course  of  which  he  objected  to  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  as  a  removal  of  all 
restrictions  on  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Mr.  P. 
withdrew  his  amendment.  It  was,  however,  sub- 
sequently renewed. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  Mr.  Mc- 
LANE,  Mr.  BAYLY,  and  othei-s,  in  the  course 
of  which  it  was  stated  that  the  act  of  1845  limited 
the  number  of  passed  midshipmen  to  one  hundred 
and  eighty,  below  which  number  the  passed  mid- 
shipmen now  in  the  service  were  reduced;  and,  as 
the  class  of  midshipmen  of  1841  and  1842  had  not 
all  been  examined,  their  relative  rank  was  notfixed, 
and  hence  the  Secretary  was  unable  to  supply  the 
vacancies  from  amongst  them.  To  relieve  him 
from  this  difficulty,  Mr.  Bayly  offered  his  amend- 
ment; but,  to  prevent  an  ultimate  increase  of  the 
number  of  passed  midshipmen,  Mr.  Pollock  pro- 
posed his  proviso  as  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAYLY  now  proposed  to  withdraw  his 
amendment. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  he  had  no  power  to 
do  so. 

■    Mr.  McLANE  moved  further  to  amend  by  add- 
ing the  following : 

And  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  immediately  after 
the  examination  of  the  present  year,  sliall  assign  rank  to 
those  who  have  been  examined,  so  that  the  number  one 
hundred  and  eighty  may  be  ascertained,  without  prejudice 
to  those  of  the  same  date  who  may  be  examined  hereafter. 

Mr.  McLANE  briefly  advocated  his  amend- 
ment, on  the  ground  that  the  provisions  of  the  law 
which  required  the  number  of  passed  midshipmen 
receiving  pay  to  be  limited  to  one  hundred  and 
eighty,  could  not  be  complied  with  until  the  rank 
of  those  to  be  examined  could  be  ascertained;  if 
the  amendment  should  take  eflect  and  result  in 
completing  the  number,  while  some  were  still  ab- 
sent on  distant  cruises,  and  could  not  l)e  examined 
during  the  present  year,  still  no  injustice  would 
ultimately  be  done,  because  on  their  return  they 
could  be  examined  next  year,  and  those  who  were 
entitled  to  full  pay  as  passed  midshipmen  would 
then  get  what  they  were  entitled  to  receive. 

The  question  being  put,  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  McLank  was  rejected. 


The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Bayly,  as  amended  by  Mr.  Pollocic,  it 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  T.  BUTLER  KING  oflTered  the  following 
amendment,  to  come  in  as  a  new  section  of  the 
,bill: 

.Snd  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  preparing  for  publica- 
tion, from  the  observations  made  at  the  National  Observa- 
tory, the  Amerjcan  Nautical  Almanac,  to  be  calculated  for 
the  meridian  of  Washington, six  thousand  dollars,  including 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  for  the  pay  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  same,  in  addition  to  the  pay  of  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  out  of  any  money 
in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated:  Pr  ovid  i  d,  Sai  A 
superintendent  shall  he  either  a  captain,  commander,  or 
lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States:  jlnd  provided 
further,  'J'hat  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  cause  copies 
of  this  work  to  be  sold  at  the  cost  of  publication,  with  the 
addition  often  percent. 

Mr.  COBB  inquired  whether  there  was  any  ex- 
isting law  to  authorize  this  expenditure.' 
Mr.  KING  replying  in  the  negative — 
Mr.  COBB  read  the  rule  prohibiting  the  inser- 
tion in  appropriation  bills  of^  anything  not  autho- 
rized by  previous  law,  &c. 

The  CHAIR  explained,  that  although  his  per- 
sonal opinion  coincided  perfectly  with  that  of  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Cobb,]  yet,  on  ex- 
aming  the  precedents,  he  found  that  matters  for- 
bidden by  the  rule  had  so  often  been  admitted  and 
inserted  by  votes  of  the  House,  that  he  had  felt 
himself  constrained  to  bow  to  the  decisions  of  the 
House  rather  than  follow  his  own  judgment.  He 
therefore  ruled  the  amendment  to  be  in  order. 
From  this  decision  Mr.  Cobb  took  an  appeal. 
Mr.  McCLELLAND  supported  the  appeal. 
The  precedents  to  which  the  Chair  referred  had 
been  admitted  when  no  objection  had  been  made; 
but  whenever  the  items  were  opposed  under  the 
rule,  the  authority  of  the  rule  had  been  always 
recognized  and  submitted  to. 

The  Chair  again  staled,  that  in  his  opinion,  va- 
rious amendments  which  had  been  inserted  were 
all  out  of  order;  but  as  the  authorities  were  the 
other  way,  he  had  admitted  them  to  be  in  order; 
and  on  that  ground  he  made  a  similar  decision 
in  the  present  case,  and  decided  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  the  chairman  of  the 
Naval  Committee,  [Mr.  King,]  to  be  in  order. 

The  question  being  taken  on  a  count  by  tellers, 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  (which  had  yesterday 
been  affirmed)  was  now  reversed,  and  so  Mr. 
King's  amendment  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  KING  then  moved  an  amendment  making 
provision  for  the  naval  school  at  Annapolis. 
Mr.  COBB  urged  the  same  objection;  but 
Mr.  KING  explaining  that  these  appropriations 
were  for  a  school  already  established  by  law — 
The  CHAIR  ruled  them  to  be  in  order. 
Mr.  SCHENCK  proposed  an  amendment,  that 
he  might  offer  some  remarks.  He  went  on  to  say 
that  the  committee  presented  a  singular  spectacle. 
Here  was  an  attempt  by  one  part  of  the  House  to 
assume  to  itself  all  the  power  of  the  body.  In  this 
case  the  particular  items  now  proposed  to  be  in- 
serted had  been  omitted  to  be  sent  to  the  Naval 
Committee  in  time  for  insertion  in  the  original  bill, 
because  it  was  known  that  the  committee  were 
fully  aware  that  they  were  necessary,  and  were 
well  acquainted  with  the  whole  subject  of  this  naval 
school.  They  were  now  moved  by  order  of  the 
Naval  Committee  of  the  House, and,  in  conformity 
to  all  usage  and  precedent,  were  strictly  in  order, 
and  ought  to  be  admitted.  Mr.  S.  supported  this 
position  by  quoting  numerous  precedents  from  the 
naval  bill  of  last  year,  nearly  one-half  of  which,  he 
said,  had  been  made  up  of  just  such  amendments 
as  were  now  so  vehemently  opposed.  In  fact,  this 
very  naval  school  was  itself  authorized  and  estab- 
lished under  an  amendment  in  the  naval  appropria- 
tion bill. 

Having  quoted  various  items  which  had  been  in- 
serted, Mr.  S.  withdrew  his  motion  to  amend. 

Mr.  COBB  having  renewed  it,  replied.  The 
gentleiTian  from  Ohio  seemed  to  think  that  Mr.  C.  's 
opposition  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Naval  Committee  involved  dis- 
respect to  the  committee,  but  the  fact  was  not  so; 
there  was  none  intended  or  fairly  dedncible  from 
the  objections  he  had  urged  from  the  rules  of  the 
House.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  himself 
[Mr.  King]  did  not  so  consider  the  matter;  and 
Mr.  C.  should  continue  to  insist  on  his  point  of 
order,  and  endeavor  to  protect  the  appropriation 
bills  from  being  loaded  down  with  irrelevant  and 
improper  amendments  prohibited  by  the  rules  of 
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the  House.  The  pui-pose  and  sole  end  of*  an  ap- 
propriation liili  wus  to  draw  money  from  the  treas- 
ury to  piiy  foroljects  authorized  by  existing  laws. 
Tliis  WMS  its  sole  legitimate  purpose.  But  if  ail 
mailers  of  general  legislation  were  in  order  as 
aniciidnieius,  there  need  be  no  other  bills  intro- 
duced, becau.<e  the  whole  legislation  of  Congress 
niighi  be  carried  on  by  inserting,  one  after  another, 
nil  l.<iws  in  an  appropriation  bill.  If  the  doctrine 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [iMr.  Schenck]  was 
sound,  what  could  be  out  of  order  in  the  bill  now 
under  consideration  ?  The  committee  at  that  rate 
iTiit;lu  insert  in  this  naval  appropriation  bill  all  the 
private  bills  on  the  calendar,  all  |>ending  bills  for 
internal  improvements,  and  everything  else  which 
the  public  service  might  be  deemed  to  require. 
Where  was  it  to  end  ? 

Mr.  C.  was  for  adhering  to  the  theory  of  the 
rule,  and  keeping  out  of  these  bills  everything  but 
the  sim[)le  appropriation  of  money  for  objects 
already  sanctioned  l)y  law.  If  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee, and  the  Military  Committee,  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  and  all  the  other  standing  com- 
mittees of  the  House  might  propose  their  several 
amendments,  including  all  the  business  referred  to 
them,  and  all  were  to  be  admitted  as  in  order,  the 
House  wanted  but  this  one  bill  to  coverall  the 
business  of  the  session.  Where  were  they  now? 
Near  the  close  of  the  session,  and  the  first  appro- 
priation bill  not  yet  passed;  while  days  on  days 
were  wasted  in  discussing  amendments  in  the  face 
of  the  rules  of  the  House.  Gentlemen  talked  about 
piecedents,  but  precedents  were  of  no  force  when 
tliey  went  to  overturn  tlie  order  of  business,  and 
abrcgaie  the  rules  of  order.  Mr.  C.  withdrew  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  WENT  WORTH  renewed  it— 

When  Mr.  SAWYER  lose  to  order, contending 
that  this  practice  of  making  motions  to  amend, 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  getting  in  five  minutes' 
speeches,  under  the  new  rule,  and  tlien  withdraw- 
ing them,  was  a  clear  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the 
rule,  and  ou^ht  to  be  put  a  stop  to. 

The  CHAIR  observed,  that  the  rules  of  the 
House  were  certainly  liable  to  abuse  if  members 
cho.se  to  aliuse  ihem.  But  unless  a  member  avov/ed 
that  he  offered  an  amendment  merely  as  a  pretext 
to  make  a  speech,  the  Chair  could  not  rule  his 
air.cndment  out  of  order,  if  the  amendment  itself 
came  within  the  rules,  because  every  member  had  a 
right  to  propose  an  amendment,  and  to  speak  in 
support  of  it  for  the  space  of  five  minutes;  but  the 
Chair  was  not  disposed  to  countenance  the  abuse 
alluded  to. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  inquired  whether  it 
M'ould  be  in  order  for  him  to  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  [Mr.  Cobb]  in  the  same  strain 
in  which  he  had  made  his  remarks.' 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  would  not;  gentle- 
men must  confine  themselves  to  explaining  and 
Bu[)porting  the  amendments  which  they  should 
move. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved- to  amend  by  inserting 
"and  one  additional  magazine,"  and  he  was  then 
going  on  to  speak  of  the  improper  attempt  to  con- 
trol ihe  right  of  offering  amendments — 

When  the  CHAIR  called  him  to  order  for  irrele- 
vancy. 

A  desultory  and  somewhat  refractory  discussion 
now  took  place  between  Mr.  SCHEINCKand  the 
CHAIR,  which  ended  in  Mr.  S.'s  giving  notice  to 
the  House  that  he  should  certainly,  if  not  now,  at 
Rome  future  time,  fully  express  his  opinion  of  the 
attemjit  on  the  |iart  of  one  [lortion  of  the  House  to 
absorb  everythin<r,  and  confine  it  within  the  con- 
trol f]f  one  committee  ahnie. 

The  CIIAIK  called  Mr.  Schenck  to  order. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Well,  1  give  notice  of  such 
a  speech.     [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  claimed  to  retain  the 
floor;  and  havin>^  briefly  urged  the  propriety  of  his 
amendment  for  the  naval  school — 

The  que.stion  was  laketi,  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to:  Ayes  81,  noes  48. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  the  following  as 
an  additional  section: 

he  it  further  enarledj'l'hM,  in  ni.TkitiR  imrnha.ies  of  shoes 
ami  |iuiii|)s  tVir  lliu  ii!*i:  ol  lln;  niivy,  tin:  Secretary  ot  the  Niivy 
he,  hikI  liprcliy  is,  aiitlinri/.cd  in  purcliiL-^e  of  tiio-i;  urticlcs 
iiiiiiiuliK'tiiri'd  at  llic;  Uiulcd  Siatis  pKiilteiitinry  in  llie  Dis- 
tiict  iirLoliiriil>iii,  not  exci'dling  five  thousand  p;ilrM  pi:r  nn- 
liiiin;  piovidiNl  they  Bjiall  bi:  ul' suitahle  qiiulity,  und  Oir- 
nirlied  at  as  low  a  rale  an  the  conlructnr  for  the  Iiiik  h.in^, 
shall  have  Hlipulatrd  to  rnriiinh  the;  Haid  articles  respectively.! 

The  amendment  w  us  ruled  out  of  order. 


Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  the  following  as 
an  additional  section  at  the  end  of  the  bill: 

Be  it  further  cn^ictcrl,  Tliat,  in  execution  of  the  act  ap- 
provid  M.irili  3,  1847,  making  appropriations  for  tlie  n.ival 
seivii-e,  &f.,  dirceling,  aiiioii;;  otlier  tilings,  tin'  coll^tlUt•tlOll 
of  rtoatii.gdi y  ducks  at  the  navy-yaid<  at  PiiiiadLlpiiia,  Pun- 
^acola,  and  Kiili  n,  and  in  pursuance  oltiie  reports  in  laVur 
of  Ihe  two  plan^  liViLinalier  iiann  d  as  best  uilapttd  to  naval 
purposes,  inadr  by  a  lioaid  of  odit-ers  appoinled  to  i-xamine 
all  the  plans,  and  by  the  Bureau  of  Yards  and  Docks,  Ihe 
Socntaiy  of  tin;  Iflavy  is  hcnby  directeil  I'Drlhwitb  to  enter 
into  aconliact  Willi  Samuel  D.  JJakin  and  Rutlicrfurd Moody 
for  the  complete  construction,  within  a  reasoiiabit;  time  from 
the  dale  oi  the  contract,  of  a  seciional  floating  dry  d(ick, 
basin,  and  railways  at  the  navy-yard  at  Piiiladelp. da, accord- 
ing  to  ilie  plan  and  specificalions  subnnlted  by  them  to  tlit 
Navt  Department;  and  alto  to  enter  into  a  contract  with 
Jolin  S.  (iilbert  and  Zeiio  Sec(jr  tor  the  complete  cuiistruc- 
lion,  within  a  reasonable  time  from  the  dale  of  the  contract, 
of  a  balance  ttoaiing  dry  dock,  basin,  and  railwajs  at  llie 
iiavy-)ard  ,it  Pen:-acola,  according  to  ihe  plan.-,  and  speciti- 
caiions  submitted  by  ibem  to  the  IS avy  Department;  and 
also  to  enter  into  a  contract  with  one  or  the  other  of  the 
respective  parties  above  named,  for  the  complete  construc- 
tion, within  a  reasonable  time  from  the  date  of  the  contract, 
at  the  navy-yard  at  Kiltery,  ot  a  ftoaliiig  dry  dock,  basin, 
and  railways,  upon  eillier  of  the  above-named  plans  tliat  the 
said  S-  cretary  may  pieler  as  best  adapted  to  said  yard  ;  the 
said  works  at  each  yard  to  he  (dthe  largest  dimensions  pro- 
posed in  said  plans  and  snecificatioiis :  Prnuiled,  Tliat  in 
eaeh  case  such  contract  can  be  made  at  such  prices  as  shall 
not  exceed  by  two  per  cent,  the  pi  ices  which  have  been  sub- 
mitted by  eitlier  of  the  said  proprietors  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment for  a  flnatimr  dry  dock  on  either  of  said  plans,  and  for 
the  basin  and  railways  of  the  dimensions  aforesaid,  at  any 
of  the  said  navy-jards:  ^7id  provided  furl  her.  That  the  said 
Secretary  shall  also,  by  further  contract  with  said  parties, 
enlarge  the  dimensions  of  said  woiks  at  eacli  yard  to  a 
capacity  siifTu-ieiit  for  docking  war-steamers  of  the  largest 
class,  at  lea.-t  three  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length,  if  the 
dimensions  above-mentioned  should  not  be  found  adequate 
fur  that  (lurpose. 

i'e  it  further  enacted,  Thai  the  sum  of  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  is  hereby  appropiiated  towards  said  works  from 
any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated; 
whicli  sum,  together  with  the  sums  that  remain  unexpended 
of  the  appropriation  made  by  said  act  of  Mareh  3,  1847,  for 
floaiing  dry  docks  at  the  three  navy-yards  aforesaid,  shall 
be  applied  towards  the  payments  to  be  provided  for  in  llie 
said  contracts,  and  be  equ.'dly  divided  lieiween  the  said  con- 
tracts for  the  said  works  at  the  three  navy-yards  aforesaid. 

Mr.  K.  said  it  would  be  recollected  by  the  com- 
mittee that  the  House  passed,  at  the  last  session  of 
Congress,  an  amendment  to  the  navy  appropriation 
bill  of  ^350,000  for  the  construction  of  dry  docks 
at  Pensacola,  Kittery,  and  Philadelphia.  The 
Secretary,  however,  had  not  been  authorized  logo 
on  and  contract  for  their  construction,  and  this 
authority  it  was  now  proposed  to  give,  and  also 
to  appropriate  $400,000  in  addition  to  the  appro- 
priation of  last  session,  with  which  a  very  large 
amount  of  materials  had  been  purchased.  The 
estimates  sent  in  by  the  patentees  for  these  docks 
were  quite  reasonable. 

He  would  not  attempt  to  enter  into  a  discussion 
of  the  irierits  of  these  floating  docks.  The  subject 
had  been  much  discussed,  and  he  supposed  all  the 
members  were  familiar  with  it.  It  was  a  fact, 
however,  that  we  had  not  now  a  single  stone  dock  of 
sufficient  length  and  capacity  to  take  in  steamers 
of  the  largest  class;  and  the  dock  now  building  in 
New  York  would  barely  receive  the  large  steamers 
conslructing  in  that  city  for  the  mail  service;  and 
if  Mr.  Collins  had  made  his  steamer  three  hundred 
feet  keel,  the  dock  now  constructing  there,  at  an 
expense  of  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  would 
not  have  received  it.  He  referred  to  the  destitu- 
tion of  docks  at  the  places  sought  to  be  provided 
for,  and  to  their  great  importance  there,  especially 
in  lime  of  war;  and  glanced  at  the  superiority  of 
these  sectional  floating  docks  with  railway  base- 
ments, which  were  so  made  as  to  be  capable  of 
being  enlarged  so  as  to  hold  vessels  of  any  size. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  adding:  "  Provided,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  it  ought  to 
be  done."     Rejected. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  King  was  then  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  KING  moved  another  amendment  to  add 
at  the  end  of  the  bill  as  follows: 

Be  it  further  ennclad,  'J'hat,  immediately  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  aet,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
N.ivy  to  adverlise,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law,  for  pro- 
posals lor  the  transportation  of  the  United  States  mail  from 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  or  lioston,  to  Havre,  in  France,  in 
steamships  of  not  less  than  tw<-iity-four  hundred  Ions  bur- 
den each,  and  suitable  in  all  respi  els  to  be  converted,  in  tlic 
shorlest  possible  time  and  at  the  least  practicable  cost,  into 
war-steamers  of  the  first  class;  the  propo.-als  to  stale  Ihe 
speed  of  said  steamers  per  hour,  and  to  embrace  a  [le- 
riod  of  ten  years'  service;  one  ship  p  r  annum  In  he  fnr- 
ni.-hed  duiing  the  first  five  years,  and  as  many  trips  to  be 
performed  as  the  number  of  ships  will  admit  of,  and  not 
le.-s  than  two  trips  per  month  each  way  to  be  made  during 
1 1  the  last  five  years.  It  shall  also  be  the  duly  of  Ihe  .Secre- 
I    tury  of  the  Navy  to  advertise,  in  like  manner,  for  similar 


proposals  for  the  transportation  of  the  United  States  mall 
from  either  of  the  above  ports  in  the  United  Slates  to 
Antwerp,  in  B(  IgiUin.  to  extend  to  the  port  of  Ghiifhstadt, 
at  tlie  month  (jf  the  Elbe,  during  those  months  of  the  year 
that  thi;  navigation  of  ihe  North  Sea  may  be  considered  safe. 
All  said  proposals  to  be  relurcd  to  this  House  at  its  next  ses- 
sion ;  and  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  he,  and  the  same 
is  hereby,  appropriated  to  defray  the  expenses  of  this  adver- 
tisement. 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That,  unlil  said  proposals  shall 
have  been  received  and  acted  on  by  this  House,  llie  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  may  contrael  with  Captain  Charles  H. 
Marshall  and  his  associates  for  the  transportation  of  the 
United  Stales  mail  from  New  York  to  Havre,  in  their  steam 
ship  the  "  United  States,"  once  a  month  each  way  ;  provided 
the  suiii  to  he  paid  shall  not  exceed  the  price  authorized  by 
law  to  be  paid,  prorata  for  each  ship  to  be  employed,  to 
E.  K.  Collins  and  his  associates  for  the  transpnrtalion  of  the 
United  States  mail  from  New  York  to  Liverpool ;  said  ship 
b)  be  commanded  by  an  officer  of  the  navy  not  below  the 
grade  of  lieutenant,  and  to  receive  four  passed  midshipmen 
on  hoard  as  watch  officers,  who  shall  be  suitably  aeeomrno- 
dated  without  charge  to  the  Government;  said  offi<'ers  to 
be  selected  by  the  owner  or  owners  of  said  ship  with  Uie 
consent  of  Ihe  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

The  amendment  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  an 
amendment  having  for  its  object  the  commulation 
of  the  spirit  rations  in  the  navy,  but  in  different 
form  from  his  amendment  offered  yesterday.  He 
referred  to  the  action  of  Congress  on  this  subject 
last  year — to  the  precisely  similar  amendment  which 
then  passed  the  House,  giving  six  cents  commuta- 
tion; to  its  passage  in  the  Senate,  through  the 
committee  and  through  that  body,  with  an  addi- 
tional clause  appropriating  a  sum  for  these  com- 
mutations, which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Conference  of  the  two  Houses,  on  which  his  friend 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  McKay]  had  succeeded 
in  recommending  a  ixduction  of  the  commutation 
to  three  cents,  which  was  finally  agreed  to  by  both 
Houses.  He  proceeded  to  argue  that  the  larger 
commutation  would  operate  as  a  more  powerful 
inducement  to  the  sailors,  and  would  be  sufficient 
to  bring  most  of  them  voluntaiily  to  abandon  the 
use  of  spirits.  He  caused  a  letter  to  be  rend  from 
Dr.  Smith,  and  referred  to  the  testimony  of  other 
physicians  in  the  navy  in  regard  to  the  reduction 
of  crimes  in  consequence  of  the  discontinuance  of 
the  use  of  liquors.  He  had  also  conversed  with  a 
large  number  of  navy  officers,  not  one  of  whom 
expressed  an  unfavorable  opinion  to  this  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  MURPHY  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  appropriating  <^150,000  for  the  commutations. 
He  said  it  was  useless  to  adopt  the  amendment 
unless  they  provided  the  means  to  pay  the  com- 
mutations. There  were  8,500  sailors  in  the  naval 
service,  whose  rations  cost  one  cent.;  it  was  now 
proposed  to  commute  by  giving  them  si.x  cents; 
this  would  of  course  increase  the  expense  to  the 
Government  five  cents  per  day  for  each  man. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  said  that  the  appropriation 
now  made  was  for  three  cents. 

Mr.  MURPHY  (continuing)  said  that  five  cents 
each  for  8,500  seamen  would  amount  to  something 
more  than  jp]50,00Q;  and  if  gentlemen  were  desi- 
rous to  vole  for  the  commutation,  they  must,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  appropriate  to  meet  it.  He  was 
sorry  the  amendment  had  not  gone  further.  He 
thouofhl  three-fourths  cff  the  flogging  in  the  navy 
resulted  not  from  drunken  men,  but  from  drunken 
officers;  they  went  to  their  private  stores,  became 
excited,  and  came  out  and  imagined  all  kinds  of 
insults;  and  this  fact  was  confirmed  by  observation 
— the  greater  or  less  frequency  of  flogging  on  dif- 
ferent vessels  being  apportioned  to  the  more  or  less 
temperate  character  of  their  officers. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Muuphy  to  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected. 

Mr.  SAWYER  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  adding  a  provision  that coiporal  punishment  be 
abolished  in  the  navy.     Ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  an  amendment  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Rockwell,  [iro- 
viding  thathereafler  the  amount  of  the  money  com- 
mutations allowed  by  law  in  lieu  of  spirit  rations 
be  increased  to  six  cents. 

Mr.  PlOCKWELL  accepted  this,  and  modified 
his  amendment  accordingly. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to:  Ayes  81, 
noes  3"J. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania,  offered  an 
amendment,  the  provisions  of  which  he  explained 
to  be  these:  passed  midshipmen  now  received  #750; 
when  promoted  to  masters  they  received  !Jjil,2U0;  if 
a  lieutenant  on  board  died,  the  master  was  obliged 
to  act  in  his  place, and,  instead  of  getting  his  |1,'200, 
dropped  down  to  $750,  while  the  Junior  midship- 
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man  got  the  ijpl,200.  Thisamendment  was  to  allow 
the  senior  midshipman  while  acting  as  lieutenant 
to  continue  lo  receive  the  higher  salary.  It  was 
just,  and  he  hoped  would  be  adopted. 

Altera  few  words  from  Mr.  SCHENCK,  (on 
an  amendment  moved  and  withdrawn,)  Mr. 
Brown's  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  CABELL  moved  an  amendment  as  an  ad- 
ditional section,  authorizing  the  Secretaiy  of  the 
JVavy  to  make  an  agreement  with  the  assignees  of 
the  contract  with  A.  G.  Sloo  for  the  transportation 
of  the  United  States  mail  from  New  York  to  New 
Orleans,  to  touch,  going  and  returning  from  port 
to  port,  at  Key  West,  or  to  convey  the  mail  in  a 
small  steamer,  to  be  commanded  by  an  officer  of 
the  United  States  navy  from  Key  West  to  Havana. 

He  briefly  presented  the  importance  of  mail 
facilities,  not  only  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  island 
of  Key  West,  but  to  all  parts  of  the  country  hav- 
ing communication  with  it,  and  urged  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  again  submitted  an  amend- 
ment, which  was  ruled  out  of  order  yesterday, 
to  provide  for  the  indemnification  of  officers  and 
seamen  for  losses  sustained  by  the  wrecking  of 
certain  vessels. 

The  CHAIR  decided  it  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  appealed,  but  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  was  sustamed  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  submitted  an  amendment  to 
fix  the  conmiencement  of  the  graduated  pay  of 
surgeons  in  the  navy  at  the  liTne  they  enter  into 
the  service,  and  not  at  the  date  of  their  appoint- 
ment.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  McKAY  moved  an  arnendment  to  require 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  report  annually  the 
number  o£  floggings  in  the  service.  He  said  it 
was  alleged  that  such  a  system  existed  in  the  navy, 
and  it  was  proper  that  the  facts  should  be  put  upon 
record  for  the  guidance  of  the  House,  that  here- 
after it  might  legislate  understandingly  on  that 
subject. 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  the  amendment  out 
of  order,  but  upon  appeal  taken  by  Mr.  McKay, 
the  decision  was  reversed,  and  the  amendment 
decided  in  order  by  the  House. 

After  some  observations  by  Mr.  SCHENCK, 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  ofl^ered  an  amendment  for  the 
appropriation  of  ^49,400  for  the  removal  of  a  dam 
in  the  Ohio  river,  which  he  specified. 

The  CHAIR  ruled  the  amendment  out  of  order. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  appealed,  but  the  Chair  was 
sustained. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  and  amendments  to  the 
House;  and  Mr.  V.  moved  the  previous  question 
thereon,  which  was  sustained  by  the  House. 

The  first  amendment  to  which  objection  was 
made  was  that  which  proposed  an  appropriation  of 
$5,000  for  making  astronomical  observations  in 
Cliih,  South  America. 

Mr.  SAWYER  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
thereon,  which  were  ordered;  and  resulted — yeas 
105,  nays  65. 

Mr.  McKAY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  next  amendment,  which  proposed  an  appropri- 
ation for  lines  of  steamships  to  carry  the  Urnted 
States  mail  from  New  York  to  Liverpool,  New 
York  to  New  Orleans,  Panama  to  Astoria,  &c. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  resulted  thus — yeas  HS,  nays  57. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  next  amendment  objected  to  was  the  one 
appropriating  ||2, 000  for  taking  meteorological  ob- 
servations, on  which  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee, 
asked  a  special  vote;  which  was  taken,  and  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DANIEL  asked  a  separate  vote  on  the 
amendment  ap[)ropriaiing,  for  the  completion  of 
the  marine  hospitals  at  Pittsburg,  Cleveland,  and 
Louisville,  filO, 000  each;  and  for  the  commence- 
ment of  marine  hospitals  at  St.  Louis,  Paducah, 
Natchez,  Napoleon,  and  Chicago,  on  the  sites 
owned  by  the  United  States,  |flO,000  each. 

The  vote  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  re- 
sulted— yeas  120,  nays  4L  So  the  amendment 
was  concurred  in. 

A  separate  vote  was  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
on  the  amendment  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  in  further  execution  of  the  law  of  1847, 
making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service,  lo 
contract  with  Samuel  D.  Dakin  and  Rutherford 


Moody  for  the  construction  of  a  sectional  floating 
dry  dock,  basin,  and  railways,  at  Philadelphia; 
and  with  John  S.  Gilbert  and  Zeno  Secor  for  the 
construction  of  a  sectional  dry  dock,  basin,  and 
railways,  at  Pensacola;  and  to  contract  with  either 
of  the  above-named  parlies  for  a  sectional  or  float- 
ing dry  dock,  basin,  and  railways,  at  Kiitery, 
Maine,  and  resulted — yeas  117,  nays  48.  So  the 
amendment  was  concurred  in. 

A  separate  vote  was  taken  on  the  amendment 
allowing  six  cents  per  day  to  those  seamen  in  the 
navy  of  the  United  States  who  may  elect  to  re- 
ceive the  same  in  lieu  of  the  spirit  ration  now 
allowed;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  make  an  agreement  with  the  assignees  of 
A.  G.  Sloo  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  be- 
tween New  York  and  New  Orleans,  to  touch  at 
Key  West  going  and  returning,  or  to  convey  the 
mail  in  a  small  steamer  from  Key  West  to  Ha- 
vana, to  be  commanded  by  an  officer  of  the  navy, 
was  voted  on  separately  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
was  disagreed  to — yeas  88,  nays  78. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  other  amendments 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  no  ex- 
ception was  taken,  and  ihey  were  severally  agreed 
to. 

And  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
ordering  the  engrossment  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MURPHY  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on 
the  table.     Agreed  lo. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  mefiioriiils  and  petitions  were  presented 
under  tlie  rule,  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware:  A  memorial  signed  liy 
sundry  citizi'us,  prayiim  Uir  tlie  esialjlishinent  of  a  marine 
ho-pital  al  tlie  Delaware  Breakwater,  Lewes,  Dt  laware. 

By  Air.  GREEN:  Tlie  petitii.n  for  tlie  relief  of  the  heirs 
and  legal  re  prose  n  tall  ves  of  Joseph  Spencer,  deceased,  a 
captain  in  tlie  i-evolutionary  army.  Also,  the  petition  of  the 
heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Colonel  Joseph  CrockeLt, 
deceased,  piayiijg  relief. 

By  Mr.  GOT  V  ■  The  petition  of  citizens  of  the  county  of 
Onondaga,  New  York,  praying  for  a  repeal  of  the  act  of 
Congress  imposing  postage  upon  newspapers  within  thirty 
miles  of  the  place  of  puhlication. 

By  Mr.  KELLOGG:  The  pinition  of  Charles  Stewart. 

By  Mr.  TALLMADGE  :  A  memorial  of  Luther  Bradish 
and  others,  members  of  the  Historical  Society  of  New  York, 
urging  upon  Congress  to  purchase  Mount  Vernon. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  June  15,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  resumed  the  chair 
this  morning,  and  laid  before  the  Senate  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  in  compliance  with 
a  resolution  of  the  28th  ultimo,  calling  for  the 
number  of  Creek  Indian  warriors  killed  or  wound- 
ed, or  who  had  died,  while  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  during  the  war  in  Florida. 

[This  document  contains  a  muster-roll  of  the 
Indians,  with  the  r  names,  some  of  whom  were 
conspicuous  in  the  Florida  campaign.] 

MEMORIALS   AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  ATCFIISON  presented  a  memorial  from 
W.  H.  Eaton,  asking  remuneration  for  a  horse 
purchased  from  the  United  States  which  proved 
unsound;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  BUTLER  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Charleston,  asking  that  the  spirit  ration  in  the 
navy  may  be  abolished;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia,  asking  an  increase  of  the 
naval  establishment  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  AlTiiirs. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, communicating  a  joint  resolution  to 
regulate  the  discharge  and  payment  of  the  troops 
returning  from  the  Mexican  war. 

Mr.  B1£NT0N  inquired  if  it  was  not  the  same 
in  effect  as  that  which  he  had  introduced  yester- 
day? If  it  was  the  same,  and  there  was  no  ob- 
jection, he  would  move  to  proceed  to  its  immediate 
consideration,  as  he  inlended,  at  the  moment  it 
was  received,  to  call  to  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
the  one  yesterday  submitted. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  having  been 
read — 


Mr.  BREESE  professed  not  to  understand  its 
meaning,  al  least  so  far  as  the  marine  corps  was 
concerned.  He  adverted  to  the  fact,  that,  under  a 
late  act,  there  had  been  an  increase  of  the  marine 
corps,  by  which  captains  had  been  made  from  the 
rank  of  first  lieutenants,  and  so  on  from  the  infe- 
rior grade  of  officers.  If  the  joint  resolution  were 
passed  in  its  present  shape,  it  would  materially 
disturb  the  present  position  of  the  corps.  What 
was  lo  become  of  them  when  disbanded?  These 
officers  could  not  go  back  to  their  original  rank; 
that  was  a  thing  never  heard  of.  He  thought  we 
ought  to  awail  the  peace  proclamation  of  the  Pres- 
ident, who  might,  in  his  message,  recommend  a 
peace  establishment  on  a  larger  scale,  such  as  the 
extended  frontier  acquired  would  seem  to  warrant. 
He  did  not  see  how  this  thing  would  work  as  to 
the  marine  corps.  He  would  prefer  that  the  sub- 
ject be  postponed. 

Mr.  BENTON  had  no  objection  that  the  reso- 
lution should  lie  over  until  to-morrow;  and  in  the 
mean  time,  he  would  submit  an  amendment  giving 
three  months'  extra  pay  to  the  officers  thus  dis- 
banded. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  inquired  if  the 
men  were  included  in  the  amendment? 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  thai  it  did  not  include  the 
men;  they  had  their  land  bounty.  The  amendment 
was  the  same  as  that  adopted  on  the  disbandment 
of  the  army  in  1815. 

Mr.  CAMEPv.ON  was  in  favor  of  extending  it  to 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates,  and 
moved  lo  amend  the  amendment  lo  that  effect. 

Mr.  BENTON.     And  musicians. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Yes,  musicians.  I  accept 
the  modification. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.     All  correct,  sir;  all  correct. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  asked  if  this  included  all  the 
troops?  He  thought  there  should  be  some  dis- 
crimination. There  were  many  of  the  troops  who 
would  in  that  case  receive  this  additional  gratuity 
who  had  never  even  smelt  gunpowder.  These 
would  all  be  entitled  to  their  lands,  and  now  were 
lo  receive  three  months'  extra  pay.  If  the  amend- 
ment could  be  so  modified  as  lo  include  those  only 
who  had  served  through  the  war,  he  would  have 
no  objection.  He  had  no  doubt  that  hundreds 
upon  hundreds  had  enlisted  with  a  view  to  land  and 
other  bounty,  believing  the  war  would  be  at  an 
end  before  they  got  there;  and  were  such  lo  be 
entitled  to  the  same  remuneration  as  those  who 
had  brunted  the  whole  war,  and  been  engaged  in 
almost  every  battle?  He  was  willing  to  extend  it 
to  all  who  had  been  engaged  meritoriously  in  the 
service. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  look  an  opposite  view 
,of  the  matter  from  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr. 
Atchison.]  It  was  said  that  many  of  the  troops 
sent  to  Mexico  had  never  smelt  gunpowder.  The 
greater  their  misfortune.  The  desire  of  every  offi- 
cer and  soldier  who  had  entered  the  service  of  his 
country  was  distinction;  and  such  as  had  not  had 
the  good  fortune  to  meet  the  enerny  were  loud  in 
the  expression  of  their  regret,  their  deep  regret, 
that  they  had  been  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of 
participating  in  ihe  glory  of  our  military  achieve- 
ments. He  knew  of  no  safe  principle  on  which 
we  could  act,  unless  we  embrace  the  whole.  All 
had  taken  their  chance;  but  all  had  lo  encounter 
the  disease  of  the  climate,  more  fatal  than  the  sword. 
He  wished  to  see  all  placed  on  an  equality.  If  the 
amendment  was  madeapplicable  lo  officers,  it  ought 
also  to  embrace  soldiers,  all  of  whom  had  entered 
with  a  view  of  performing  the  service  they  were 
called  on  to  perform;  and  if  it  were  not  made  to 
embrace  all,  he,  for  one,  would  not  concur. 

Mr.  BENTON  thought  it  could  lie  over  until 
to-morrow,  when  the  amendments  could  be  prop- 
erly prepared. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  felt  the  force  of  the  remarks 
of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Web- 
ster,] and  agreed  with  him  that  it  was  rather  re- 
garded as  a  misfortune  by  those  troops  tlint  they 
had  not  smelt  gunpowder.  His  remarks  were  in- 
lended to  apply  to  those  who  had  never  reached 
Mexico;  indeed,  many  had  been  enlisted  within 
the  last  two  months,  and  had  never  reached  the 
scene  of  warlike  operations.  These  would  all  re- 
ceive their  160  acres  of  land,  at  the  miniiuuni  price 
worth  |200.  And  were  those  just  enlisted  to  be 
entitled  to  the  same  remuneration  as  those  who  had 
fought  throuf^h  every  battle  and  periled  ihe  deadly 
climate?  His  object  was  lo  make  a  proper  and 
legitimate  distinction,  and  not  to  place  those  who 
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liad  not  been  in  the  service  lon^  enoug-h  to  meet 
the  enemy  on  the  same  footing;  with  those  who  had 
gone  through  the  war. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  made  a  brief  rejoinder  as  to 
the  difficulty  of  partial  legislation  in  such  matters, 
whicli,  while  it  mi'.jht  include  some  that  had  not 
worked  quite  as  hard  for  the  jglory  of  their  coun- 
try, or  sutfered  as  much  as  others,  still  might  ex- 
clude others  of  great  merit.  There  might,  perhaps, 
1)6  some  five  hundred  men  who  had  never  seen  the 
enemy;  but  he  would  not  exclude  those  who  had, 
by  any  phraseology  which  would  produce  injus- 
tice to  a  single  soldier.  The  whole  was  a  bounty 
and  grace,  and  should  operate  in  such  manner  as 
to  reach  all  who  showed  a  disposition  to  exert 
themselves  in  the  service  qt'  the  Government.  If 
it  embraced  a  few  who  might  be  regarded  as  less 
d-eserving,  it  was  nothing. 

The  question  was  then  postponed. 

REPORTS   FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
<liciary,  rejiorted  the  bill  relating  to  the  naturaliza- 
tion laws,  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained  the  amendment,  and 
asked  the  Senate  to  proceed  now  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  suliject. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
bill  would  be  postponed  till  Monday,  and  that  the 
bill  and  amendment  be  printed. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  stated  that  until  the  subject 
had  been  brought  to  his  notice,  about  a  month  ago, 
he  had  not  been  aware  of  the  precise  operation  of 
the  existing  laws.  He  hoped  the  Senator  from 
Florida  would  permit  the  amendments  to  be  con- 
curred in,  or  not,  as  the  Senate  might  determine. 
The  bill  would  then  be  reduced  to  a  simple  form, 
embracing  only  some  ten  lines,  wliich  every  one 
would  understand.  Then,  if  there  should  be  found 
any  dillicultv,  the  bill  might  lie  over. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  had  some  doubts  as  to  the 
jDropriety  of  one  of  the  amendments,  which  ap- 
peared to  him  to  interfere  with  the  local  laws  of 
the  States  as  to  aliens,  and  might  affect  the  title  to 
properly  by  devi.se. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  the  bill  was  a  very  im- 
portant ojie,  and,  as  he  had  no  idea  that  it  would 
■come  up  to-day,  he  was  not  prepared  to  give  his 
opinion.    He  hoped  it  would  not  now  be  pressed. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  repeated  his  desire  that  the 
amendments,  which  strike  out  the  greater  portion 
of  the  oriirinal  bill,  should  be  agreed  to.  Senators 
would  then  be  able  to  understand  the  character  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  moved  to  strike  out^he  pre- 
amble. 

Mr.  WEBSTER.     Agreed. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  then 
postponed  till  Monday,and,  with  the  amendments, 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  ia  the  bill  as  amended  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary: 

Beit  cnncUil,  ^Vc,  Tiiat  tlie  cliildren  oftlie  citizens  of  the 
Uiiiied  StHl(.'s,  l>orri  out  of  the  limits  and  jurisiiictinn  of  tlie 
Unittid  Stati's,  shall  be  considered  as  citizens  of  the  United 
Slates:  Provided,  That  the  ri^llls  of  citizenship  shall  not 
ilescend  m  [lersons  whose  fathers  never  have  been  residents 
in  the  United  Htale.s. 

Sec.  2.  ^iud  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  every  woman  mar- 
ried, or  who  shall  he  niarricul  to  a  citizen  of  the  Ujiited 
tjlates,  and  shall  continue  to  reside  therein,  .shall  be  deemed 
anil  taken  ta  he  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
OfHce  and  I'ost  Roads,  reported  House  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  Fuller  and  Orlando  Saltmarsh, 
without  amendment,  and  recommending  its  pas- 
safre. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  better  organiza- 
tion oftlie  di.sirict  court  of  the  United  States  "within 
the  State  of  Louisiana;  which  was  read  a  first 
time. 

Mr.  BUTLER  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Winnebago  county,  Illinois,  asking 
that  two  slaves  sold  to  satisfy  u  judgment  in  favor 
•of  the  United  States  may  be  refunded  to  the  pur- 
'•-haser,  and  that  that  species  of  properly  may  be 
prohibited  from  being  sold  for  debt,  a(;companied 
by  a  report;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FELCLI,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  granting  to'  the  State  of 
Michijran  a  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of  public 
land.s  for  the  construction  of  a  ship  canal  around 
the  fulls  of  iStc.  Marie;  which  was  read  a  first 
time. 


Mr.  BRADBURY,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  G> 
Mackall,  accompanied  by  a  report;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed.  The  bill  was  read  a  first 
time. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  House  bill  suppleiriental  to  an  act 
to  confirm  the  survey  and  location  of  claiitis  for 
lands  in  the  State  of  Mississippi, east  of  Pearl  river 
and  south  of  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude,  ap- 
proved March  3,  1845,  without  amendment,  and 
recommending  its  passage. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  the  bill  to  divide  the  district  of 
Arkansas  into  two  judicial  districts,  accompanied 
by  a  report;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RUSK,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
AfTairs,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature 
of  Tennessee,  in  favor*  of  compensating  certain 
companies  of  mounte<l  volunteers,  and  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  asked  for  the  printing  of  certain 
documents  in  relation  to  the  Indian  relations  of 
of  Texas;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  claim  of  Ann  B. 
Cox. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNTER, 

Resolved,  That,  to  provide  accommodations  for  the  horses 
and  wajions  employed  in  the  ser\ic(;  of  the  Senate,  the  (!!om- 
missionir  of  the  Pnblic  Buildings  cause  a  stable  lobe  built  on 
the  |iul)lic  ground  near  the  Capitol ;  and  ihat  the  expense 
tliereof,  not  to  exceed  five  hundred  dollars,  be  paid  out  of 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON, 

Rejoiced,  Thai  there  be  printed,  lor  the  ufc  of  the  Topo- 
graphical Bureau,  one  hundred  copies  of  Fremont's  map  of 
Lower  Galitbrnia,  and  the  same  number  of  Fremont's 
geographical  memoir,  in  illustration  of  his  map  of  Upper 
California. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHISON, 

Resolved,  'J'hat  the  Secretary  of  War  inform  the  Senate 
what  number  of  recruits  have  been  enlisted  in  the  army 
during  the  war  with  Mexico  within  the  lust  ninety  days. 

The  following  i-esolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Manouri,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to: 

Ordered.  That  twenty  thousand  copies  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Senate  in  Executive  session  on  the  treaty  with  Mex- 
ico, and  of  the  documents  from  which  the  injunction  of 
secrecy  has  been  removed  by  the  resolutions  of  Uie  Senate 
of  the  31st  May  and  the  2d  instant,  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Badger,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  printed,  for  the  use  of  the  Senate, 

copies  of  Executive  document  No.  60  of  the  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  presentsession,  vviihout  the  Mexican 
war  correspondence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  read  from  a  manuscript  be- 
fore him,  an  argument  in  favor  of  his  amendment, 
which  was  also  supported  by  Mr.  BORLAND, 
Mr.  RUSK,  Mr.  ATCHISON;  and  it  was  op- 
posed by  Mr.  ATHERTON  and  Mr.  BENTON; 
when  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  as  amended. 

The  amendments  reported  by  tUe  Committee  on 
Finance  were  concurred  in. 

The  question  being  on  concurring  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee — 

Mr.  HUNTER  resisted  this  amendment  in  a 
speech  of  some  length,  in  which  he  repeated  all 
the  remarks  which  had  been  before  urged  against 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  BADGER  objected  to  this  innovation  on 
the  usage  of  the  Senate,  by  reviving  a  question 
wiiich  hud  been  regarded  as  settled. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  a  few  words  in  defence  of 
the  character  of  Colonel  Hanson,  who  had  acted 
between  the  United  Stales  and  the  Indians. 

Mr.  BELL  replied  to  Mr.  HUNTER,  reiter- 
ating all  that  he  had  before  said  in  favor  of  the 
amendment. 

Before  any  question  was  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  post- 
poned till  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  following  joint  resolution  froin  the  House,  and 
passed  it : 
A  JOINT  RESOLUTION  to  legulnie  the  discharge  and 

payment  oftlie  temporary  troops  returning  from  the  Mex- 
ican war. 

He  it  resolved,  l^e..  That,  on  the  restoration  of  peace  with 
Mexico,  by  a  treaty  of  peace  duly  ratified  and  proclaimed, 


allthe  military  forces  of  the  United  States,  whethet  volun- 
teers, regulars,  or  the  marine  corps,  who,  by  law  or  the 
terms  of  their  engaceinent.s,  are  to  he  <tischarepd  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  shall,  under  the  direction  of  the  I'resident  of  the 
United  States,  be  transported  or  inarched,  with  the  least 
practicable  delay,  to  such  posts  or  places  in  the  United 
States  as  may  be  least  expensive  and  may  be  most  conve- 
nient to  the  troops;  and  at  such  places  they  shall  he  dis- 
charged from  the  service  of  the  United  States  ;  and  that, 
until  Uiey  shall  respectively  reach  such  places  and  be  dis- 
charged, the  officers  and  men  shall  be  considered,  paid,  and 
treated  as  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  in  the  same 
manner  its  if  the  war  had  not  closed. 

After  which,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Executive  business,  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  Ju7(e  16,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  VINTON  asked  that  the  naval  appropria- 
tion bill  might  be  put  upon  its  passage,  and  on 
that  motion  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  he  objected  to  that  motioit 
yesterday,  and  he  should  do  so  again  to-day.  His 
object  was  to  have  that  bill  recommitted.  The  bill 
was  framed  on  the  supposition  that  the  war  would 
continue  another  year.  Both  this  and  the  military 
bill  were  frained  for  a  war  establishment,  and  not 
for  one  of  peace. 

The  SPEAKER  said,  if  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  objected,  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  could  not  be  entertained. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  he  wished  simply  to  make  a 
statement  and  not  a  speech.  He  did  not  desire  to 
offer  any  factious  opposition  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  ASHMUN called  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  to  order.  , 

Mr.  McKAY  said,  if  he  could  not  be  permitted 
to  make  his  statement,  he  should  not  withdraw  his 
opposition  to  the  third  reading  of  this  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  substance  of  the  rule 
which  prevented  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  being  received  at  this  time  without  unanimous 
consent;  and  as  objection  was  made,  it  was  not 
received. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  was  instructed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  move  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  said  that  he  was  instructed 
by  the  Committee  of  Claims  to  move  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  private  calendar. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Rockwell  was  not  agreed 
to,  the  vote  being  62  in  the  affirmative,  and  64  in 
the  negative. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  Committtee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Tall- 
MADGE,  of  New  York,  in  the  chair,)  and  took  up 
the  "bill  making  appropriations  for  certain  forti- 
fications of  the  United  States  for  the  year  ending 
the  30th  of  June,  1849." 

The  bill  was  read  through,  and  was  then  taken 
up  by  sections  for  amendment. 

Mr.  STANTON  said  he  desired  to  address  the 
committee  for  a  short  time  in  support  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  which  had  been  just  read;  and 
he  should  take  occasion  to  make  a  few  remarks  in 
reply  to  some  observations  which  had  fallen  from 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  At- 
iciNSON,]  some  days  since,  in  reference  to  himself, 
(Mr.  S.,)  and  the  votes  he  had  given  for  some  pro- 
visions and  amendments  which  were  made  to  the 
naval  appropriation  bill.  He  believed  it  was  the 
practice  of  tliis  Government  to  direct  officers  of  the 
armyand  the  navy  atdifferent  fortifications  and  na- 
val stations  to  make  observations  of  a  meteorologi- 
cal character;  and,  as  it  was  on  a  subject  of  that  kind 
that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Atkinson] 
took  occasion  to  make  the  remarks  to  which  he 
referred  in  relation  to  himself,  (Mr.  Stanton,)  he 
believed  it  would  be  in  order  to  make  some  reply 
while  this  bill  was  before  the  committee.  The 
specific  a|ipropriation  to  which  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman addressed  his  remarks  was  that  of  two 
thousand  dollars,  intended  to  be  for  the  payment 
of  the  salary  of  Professor  Espy,  who  was  to  be 
employed  in  the  Navy  Dcjiartment  to  compare  and 
classify  the  results  of  the  observations  on  meteoro- 
logical science. 

The  CHAIRMAN  inquired  if  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  was  speaking  to  an  amendment 
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■which  he  intended  to  offer,  or  to  the  general  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  ? 

Mr.  STANTON  said  he  apoke  of  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  generally;  and,  while  speaking  on  the 
subject  of  fortifications,  he  believed  he  should  not 
be  out  of  order  in  the  course  he  designed  to  pur- 
sue. The  War  Department  of  this  Government 
has  directed  observations  of  the  kind  that  he  spoke 
of  to  be  made  by  officers  in  the  service.  It  was  a 
part  of  the  purpose  for  which  such  appropriations 
were  made.  He  candidly  admitted  that  his  object 
was  to  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  made  the  other  day,  and  he  presumed  a 
reply  would  now  be  in  order.  The  committee 
would  bear  testimony  that  he  made  no  allusion  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  when  he  addressed 
the  House  a  few  days  ago.  He  made  no  attack 
on  that  gentleman.  He  made  no  attack  on  any- 
body. The  considerations  which  he  presented  to 
the  committee  at  that  time  were  very  simply  ex- 
pressed; they  were  very  unpretending  in  their 
cliaracter,  and  they  could  furnish  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  no  possible  motive  nor  any  reason- 
able excuse  for  making  any  attack  on  him.  The 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  the  course 
of  his  remarks,  referred  to  a  message  of  Mr.  J.  Q,. 
Adams  to  Congress  in  1825,  in  which  Mr.  Adams 
recommended  to  Congress  to  establish  a  national 
observatory  for  astronomical  purposes,  and  he 
took  occasion  to  say,  that  "then  the  Democrats 
'  ridiculed  the  recommendation,  and  the  words 
'  '  light-houses  in  the  skies'  were  used  as  terms  of 

•  reproach.  The  Democratic  party  then  repudiated 
'  the  idea  that  the  Constitution  gave  to  Congress 
'  the  power  to  create  or  establish  a  national  ob- 
'  servatory.  What  was  then  considered  Federal- 
'  ism  is  noio  advocated  by  some  of  the  progressive 
'  Democracy.  The  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
'  [Mr.  Stanton]  has  adopted   one  of  the  Federal 

•  notions  of  Mr.  John  Q,-  Adams,  as  set  forth  in 
'his  message;  perhaps  he  has  adopted  the  other, 
'  that  '  the  representative  is  not  to  be  palsied  by 

•  the  will  of  his  constituents.'  He  trusted,  how- 
'  ever,  it  was  not  so." 

Two  years  ago  he  (Mr.  S.)  hftd  the  honor  of 
offering  in  this  House  an  amendment  to  th'e  naval 
appropriation  bill,  proposing  an  appropriation  for 
the  purpose  of  computing  and  publishing  a  nautical 
almanac.  He  had  never,  except  in  voting  for  the 
general  appropriation  bill  and  offering  that  amend- 
ment, had  any  part  in  the  establishment  of  a  na- 
tional observatory,  although,  if  it  had  been  his  lot 
to  have  been  in  Congress  when  the  appropriation 
for  that  purpose  was  passed,  he  should  have  voted 
for  it  with  great  pleasure;  and  he  should  not  have 
imagined  that,  by  any  intelligent  gentleman,  he 
could  have  been  supposed  to  have  subjected  him- 
self to  the  charge  of  Federalism. 

Mr.  EMBREE  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He 
thought  it  was  time  that  the  members  of  this  House 
should  confine  themselves  to  the  business  before 
them,  and  he  desired  the  Chairman  to  confine 
gentlemen  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
fortifications,  which  was  now  before  the  commit- 
tee. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  was  speaking  of  the  bill  generally,  and 
therefore  he  was  in  order  and  would  proceed. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  rose  and  said  he  begged  that 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  Would  be  allowed 
to  proceed. 

Mr.  STANTON  resumed.  He  thought  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Virginia  was  mistaken  when 
he  supposed,  as  he  said  the  other  day,  that  this 
particular  recommendation  of  Mr.  John  Gluincy 
Adams  was  the  principal  cause  of  his  defeat. 

Mr.  ATKINSON.     One  of  the  causes. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Well,  one  of  the  causes  of 
his  defeat.  He  was  aware  that  the  expression 
used  in  that  message — "  light-houses  in  the  skies" 
— was  greatly  ridiculed,  but  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia  ought  to  have  suflicient  in- 
telligence to  know  that  ridicule  is  not  more  an 
argument  than  the  course  which  that  gentleman 
had  himself  seen  fit  to  adopt.  He  alluded  to  the 
argument  which  the  gentlem.an  from  Virginia  had 
put  forth  that  this,  that,  or  the  other  was  a  Fed- 
eral measure;  in  other  words,  the  calling  of  names. 
The  gentleman  was  from  the  proud  State  of  Vir- 
ginia— a  Slate  that  once  had  a  right  to  be  pro- 
iiounceti  "  the  mother  of  statesmen,''  if  not  now. 
Since  the  subject  had  been  brought  forward  some 
days  ago,  he  had  taken  occasion,  for  the  [)urpose 
of  justifying  himself,  to  look  back  and  see  what 


some  of  the  noblest  and  greatest  statesmen  Vir- 
ginia had  ever  had  had  done  and  said  on  this  sub- 
ject. It  was  well  known  to  the  world,  though  he 
supposed  it  could  not  be  kijown  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  that  Mr.  Jefferson  rec-" 
ommended  an  appropriation  for  the  military  expe- 
di'tion  of  Lewis  and  Clarke,  in  1803,  and  on  that 
recommendation  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
passed  a  law  authorizing  that  expedition.  Nov/, 
on  looking  at  the  instructions  given  by  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son to  those  gentlemen,  when  they  were  about  to 
set  out  on  that  expedition,  he  found  that  they 
were  directed  to  make  astronomical  observations. 
It  was  a  military  expedition,  and  astronomical 
observations  were  to  be  made  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  where  it  was  proper  that  fortifications 
should  be  made.     Mr.  Jefferson  said  : 

"Your  observations  are  to  be  taken  with  fcreat  pains  and 
accuracy;  to  be  entered  distinctly  and  intelligibly  for  otiiers 
as  well  as  your.self ;  to  comprehend  all  tlie  elements  neces- 
sary, with  the  aid  of  the  usual  tables,  to  fix  the  latitude  and 
lonijjitude  of  the  places  at  which  they  were  taken;  and  are 
to  be  rendered  to  the  War  Office,  for  the  purpose  of  having 
the  calculations  made  concurrently  by  proper  persons  within 
the  United  States." 

Now,  at  every  station  at  which  these  observa- 
tions were  made  there  was  a  temporary  observa- 
tory, and  these  observatories  were  for  the  purpose 
of  making  observations  on  those  "  light-houses  in 
the  skies;"  and  if  John  Gluincy  Adams,  in  recom- 
mending such  an  observatory  at  Washington  or 
elsewhere,  was  treading  on  Federal  ground,  Mr. 
Jefferson,  twenty-odd  years  before,  trod  on  the 
same  ground,  for  he  made  the  same  recommenda- 
tion, and  caused  appropriations  to  be  made  for  the 
same  purpose.  Now,  he  asked  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  if  he  had  the  information  to  enable  him  to 
answer  what  was  the  difference  between  permanent 
observatories  for  astronomical  observations  and 
migratory,  perambulating  observatories  going  all 
over  the  country  to  make  astronomical  observa- 
tions.' He  asked  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
wherein  was  the  difference  in  the  principle  between 
observations  made  on  the  top  of  the  Rocky  tMoun- 
tains,  with  temporary  instruments,  and  observa- 
tions made  here,  with  instruments  permanently 
fixed  and  adjusted  for  the  same  purpose.  There 
might  be  some  difference  in  the  expense,  but,  so 
far  as  related  to  the  object,  in  the  principle  there 
was  no  difference;  and  he  called  on  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  as  he  valued  his  reputation,  as  he 
valued  truth  and  honesty,  not  to  call  names — not 
to  call  him  a  Federalist  because  he  favored  such 
objects — but  to  come  forward  like  a  true  Virginian 
who  dared  avow  his  principles  and  defend  them — 
to  come  forward  and  defend  his  position  here.  If 
the  gentleman  could  show  him  the  difference  he 
would  candidly  acknowledge  his  error. 

In  the  few  remarks  which  he  had  the  honor  to 
submit  a  few  days  ago,  in  support  of  the  proposi- 
tion to  set  on  foot  an  astronomical  expedition,  to 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  referred  in  his  re- 
marks, he  (Mr.  S.)  drew  from  a  popular  work,  an 
astronomical  illustration,  comparing  the  moon  to 
the  hands  of  a  clock  in  the  heavens,  and  he  stated 
the  irregularity  to  which  that  celestial  clock  by  ex- 
perience was  subject,  and  the  means  of  ascertain- 
mg  that  irregularity.  He  spoke  of  the  uses  of  the 
sextant,  and  he  argued  that  if  it  was  in  the  power 
of  the  Government  to  purchase  a  sextant  for  the 
purposes  which  he  designated ,  it  was  equally  within 
its  power  to  make  astronomical  observations  for 
the  same  purposes.  Now,  he  called  on  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  to  show  him  the  folly  of  that 
argument.  Instead  of  calling  "nicknames,"  in- 
stead of  resorting  to  the  argument  of  the  ignorant, 
casting  slurs  on  those  who  differ  from  him,  he 
should  have  been  glad  to  have  seen  the  gentleman, 
in  a  more  respectful  manner,  resorting  to  more 
legitimate  arguments.  He  called  on  that  gentle- 
man, if  he  claimed  the  character  of  a  Virginia 
statesman,  if  he  claimed  the  character  of  a  man  of 
candor,  and  honesty,  and  intelligence,  to  come  for- 
ward and  answer  his  (Mr.  S.'s)  argument.  He 
(Mr.  S.)  acknowledged  that  there  was  a  difference 
in  the  expense  between  purchasing  a  sextant  and 
making  astronomical  observations,  that  they  might 
have  better  assurance  of  their  correctness;  but  he 
asserted  that  if  the  Government  h&d  the  right  to 
make  clumsy  observations,  it  had  the  right  to  make 
nicer  and  more  correct  observations.  There  was 
no  difference  in  the  principle.  If  th(3  Government 
had  the  constitutional  power  to  use  one  set  of  in- 
struments, it  had  the  constitutional  power  to  usie 
instruments,  either  permanent  or  temporary,  to 


obtain  the  same  information,  which  was  so  neces- 
sary to  enable  our  officers  to  navigate  our  shipa 
over  the  globe. 

But  the  subject  of  meteorology  was  another  ir> 
relation  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had 
seen  fit  to  bring  on  him  (Mr.  S.)  the  charge  of 
Federalism.  Now,  he  would  refer  again  to  the 
Father  of  Virginia  Democracy;  and  proud  might 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  be  if  he  had  the  ca- 
pacity to  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father. 
Messrs.  Lewis  and  Clarke  were  instructed  by  Mr, 
Jefferson  not  only  to  make  astronomical  observa- 
tions, but  to  observe  "climate,  as  characterized  by 
'the  thermometer,  by  the  proportion  of  rainy, 
'cloudy,  and  clear  days;  by  lightning,  hail,  snow, 
'ice;  by  the  access  and  recess  of  frost;  by  tha 
'winds  prevailing  at  different  seasons;  the  dates 
'at  which  particular  plants  put  forth  or  lose  their 
'flower  or  leaf;  times  of  appearance  of  partiGula? 
'birds,  reptiles,  or  insects." 

Now,  what  had  this  Government  to  do  with  ths 
habits  of  reptiles,  birds,  and  insects.''  What  had 
it  to  do  with  lightning,  hail,  snow,  ice,  heat,  cold, 
and  winds.''  And  yet  here  were  meteorblogicaJ 
observations  ordered  and  directed  to  be  made  by 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  on  the  re- 
commendation of  Mr.  Jefferson.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  either  forgot  or  he  had  r\e.ve,r  knowt» 
that  Mr.  Jefferson  had  recommended  and  this  Gov- 
ernment had  ordered  meteorological  observations; 
and  when  he  (Mr.  S.)  sustained  an  appropriation 
of  ^2,000  for  that  purpose,  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia  cried  out  "  Federalism.."  He  would 
ask  the  honorable  gentleman  by  what  authority 
this  Government  bought  barometers  and  sent  one 
to  sea  in  every  national  ship  that  went  there.'  Why, 
by  the  changing  of  the  height  of  a  column  of  mer- 
cury, the  roaster  of  a  ship  foresaw  the  coming  of  a 
storm  as  certainly  as  he  saw  it  when  in  the  midst 
of  it,  and  he  was  enabled  to  reef  his  sails  and  puS 
his  ship  in  order  to  sustain  its  fury.  Why,  then, 
did  the  Government  use  these  barometers?  For 
meteorological  purposes. 

Again:  one  of  the  most  distinguished  ofRcers  of 
our  navy  had  been  for  some  years  past  engaged  ir> 
making  a  most  valuable  map  showing  the  track  of 
all  the  voyages  on  record, and  ascertaining  the  pre- 
vailing winds  and  currents,  and  everything  that 
concerned  meteorology;  and  the  most  valuable  re- 
sults might  be  expected  from  such  labors.  It 
appeared,  then,  that  we  were  daily  and  hourly 
paying  the  expense  of  making  such  a  map  by  a 
distinguished  oflicer,  and  also  for  assistants,  en- 
graving, and  other  attendant  expenses.  And  who> 
objected  to  that  as  unconstitutional  .'  Every  naval 
and  army  officer  scattered  overthis  country  was 
directed  to  make  meteorological  observations  at 
the  different  stations,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  had  sent  to  that  House  an  application  for  an 
appropriation  for  a  clerk  to  take  up  those  observa- 
tions and  classify  them,  that  useful  results  might 
be  deduced  from  them,  and  yet  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  came  forward  and  argued  that  it  is  "  Fed- 
eralism" to  vote  for  such  appropriations.  If,  how- 
ever, the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
were  heard  alone  in  that  House,  he  (Mr.  S.) 
should  never  have  opened  liia  lips  in  reply,  for  he 
knew  that  both  himself  and  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  were  properly  appreciated  there. 
He  knew  that  that  gentleman's  charge  of"  Feder- 
alism" on  such  grounds  as  those  would  receive 
there  just  as  much  weight  as  it  was  entitled  to,  and 
no  more;  but  in  his  Congressional  district  there 
might  be  a  hundred  persons  or  more  who  knew  as 
little  on  the  subject  as  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia himself,  and  who  were  as  little  capable  of 
making  up  an  intelligent  opinion  upon  it;  they 
therefore  might  take  the  word  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  and  believe  that  he  (Mr.  S.)  had 
really  stepped  over  to  the  ranks  of  the  Federalists. 
It  was  to  correct  such  impressions  as  these  that  he 
had  now  taken  occasion  to  m.ak&  tliis  explanation, 
and  to  invite  the  honorable  gentleman,  if  he  could 
do  it — if  he  dared  do  it — to  step  forward  in  a  spirit 
of  manly  candor  and  argue  the  question,  but  not 
to  call  names. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  wa.s 
not  content  with  that.  On  the  next  day  succeeding 
that  on  which  the  remarks  were  delivered  from 
which  he  had  quoted  in  the  course  of  these  obser- 
vations, he  (Mr.  S.)  having  said  that  he  would  take 
an  early  opportunity  to  notice  this  subject,  the- 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  became  in- 
flamed again,  and  he  arose,  in  the  same  spirit  whicl», 
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characterized  liis  remarks  on  the  previous  day,  and 
used  this  lan<;uuge: 

"  Oiiriiis  iljc  loiiL'  period  that  he  (Mr.  A  )  had  hpcn  in 
piililiC  liic-,  111-  li.ul  hi'ver  given  uvoiK  wiiicli  liail  even  smelt 
or  F'-di'ialisiii ;  he  li.ul  never  voted  lor  an  a|i|)ro|)riall()ii  not 
stin  llv  auiliorized  hy  the  Consiitiuion  of  the  Uiiite<l  Slates; 
ni'ilh.-r  had  he  iria.le  a  speeeli  aL'airist  James  K.  Polk,  tile 
President  01  (he  United  States,  and  held  him  np  hflore  the 
()"rip|e  lor  his  veio  (if  the  river  and  liarlior  bill.  When  he 
slion.d  have  done  that,  he  ackiiowlcdsed  he  might  u<ni  he 
suspected  10  he  tinctured  with  vi'hat  was  now  called  Wliiij 
ery,  hut  in  old  times  was  known  hy  the  name  of  Federal- 
ism." 

Thus  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  had  indicated 
that  he  (Mr.  S.)  had  adopted  the  Federal  notions 
of  Jolm  d.  Adams,  and  iliat  he  had  ttiisrepresent- 
ed  his  coiistittieiils.  To  this  accusation  let  facts 
6[ieak.  He  was  a  caiuli(hile  for  Congress  iii  the 
year  1S43,  wlten  Mr.  Polk,  liie  present  President 
of  the  IJniied  Slates,  was  the  candidate  of  his  party 
for  the  Governorship  of  Tennessee.  He  (Mr.  S.) 
WHS  defealed  on  that  occasion,  but  he  nevertheless 
received  more  votes  in  that  district  than  Mr.  Polk, 
by  two  or  iliree  hundred  votes.  In  1845,  he  was 
attain  a  candidate  for  Congress,  and  a  successful 
one,  and  he  received  more  voles  than  any  oilier 
candidate,  by  three  or  four  hundreil.  In  J847, 
when  lie  had  voted  against  the  veto  of  the  present 
President  of  the  United  Stales,  he  was  again  elect- 
ed, by  more  votes  than  were  given  for  Mr.  A.  V. 
Brown,  the  successful  candidate  for  Governor,  by 
some  two  or  three  hundred.  He  would  leave  it, 
then,  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  if  he  saw  fit, 
to  continue  the  false  charge  tliat  he  misrepresented 
liis  constituents,  or,  like  a  candid  and  honorable 
man,  to  withdraw  it. 

But  perhaps  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  might 
think,  that  because  he  made  a  speech  in  opposition 
to  the  veto  of  the  Pre.?ident  of  the  United  Stales, 
he  did  somethinir  that  was  very  wrong.  It  might 
be,  that  the  gentleman  would  not  object  to  a  vole 
in  favor  of  the  vetoed  bill,  and  that  he  simply  ob- 
jected to  the  speech.  Now,  that  speech,  as  far  as 
he  was  able  to  appreciate  it,  was  [lerfecily  respect- 
ful to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  In  that 
speech  he  did  not  deny  the  exislence  of  the  veto 
power,  but  he  denied  the  force  of  the  aj-gunnents 
on  which  the  President  rested  that  veto.  Whether 
his  argument  or  that  of  the  President  was  the  best, 
he  would  leave  others  to  determine;  but  the  pro-' 
priety  of  expressiiiH:  his  0|iinion  and  justifying  his 
vole,  he  left  to  no  man.  He  claimed  the  right,  in 
that  case,  to  judge  for  himself,  and  he  should  always 
do  it  according  to  his  best  judgment.  It  would 
appear,  however,  that,  according  to  Virginia  chiv- 
aliy  of  the  present  day,  an  opinion  was  to  be 
withheld  when  it  conflicted  with  tlie  opinion  of 
persons  in  high  places;  but  such  was  not  the  doc- 
trine which  he  had  entertained,  and  such  was  not 
the  principle  on  which  the  father  of  Virginia  De- 
mocracy acted.  But  there  was  one  other  remark 
which  he  had  to  make  in  reference  to  his  vote  on 
the  river  and  harbor  bill,  and  it  was,  that  he  found 
himself  in  moBt  excellent  company.  Some  of  the 
best  Democrats  in  this  Union — some  who  had  been 
endorsed  by  the  Democracy  of  the  Union — voted 
with  him  on  that  bill.  He  need  only  name  Lewis 
Cass,  the  Democratic  nominee  for  the  Presidency 
of  the  United  Stales,  who  voted  for  the  bill  and 
against  the  veto  of  the  President.  The  only  differ- 
ence between  that  distini^nished  gentleman  and 
himself  was,  that  he  made  a  speech,  and  Mr.  Cass 
did  not.  Mr.  Cass  did  not  attempt  to  justify  him- 
self, because  lie  liad  a  character  in  the  Uni(m,and 
justification  was  unnecessary. 

After  enlarging  on  this  point,  Mr.  S.  asked  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  in  all  candor,  if  General 
Cass  was  not  equally  with  himself  to  be  denounced 
as  a  Federalist  for  the  opinions  he  entertained  on 
thissul  ject,or  why  it  was  that  such  a  charge  should 
be  made  only  against  him  who  but  followed  in  the 
footsie[)S  of  ihe  leaders  of  the  Democracy  >  Why, 
the  Cumbeiland  road  received  the  sanction  of 
Thomas  Jeller.son.  Proof  of  this  would  be  found 
in  his  messages.  And  many  improvements  which 
had  been  vetoed  by  Mr.  Polk  were  commenced 
with  the  approval  of  General  Jackson,  and  were 
Buiiclioned  by  him  down  to  llie  end  of  his  Admin- 
istraiion.  These  thingsihen  were  not  ami  Di^no- 
cralic — they  were  not  I  lien  Federal  measures;  but 
riow  the  honorable  genlleman  from  Virginia,  with- 
out any  provocation,  singled  him  out  for  an  attack, 
and  he  was  proscribed  and  denounced  as  a  Feder- 
alist because  he  had  trod  in  the  foolslepa  of  Jell'er- 
8011,  Jackson,  and  Cass.  He  would  not  undertake 
to  say  whetlier  lie  or  llie  gppllpfrjHi}  fpm  Virginia 


was  the  best  entitled  to  the  designation  of  a  Dem- 
ocrat, but  this  much  he  would  say,  that,  within 
the  scope  of  constitutional  power,  he  would  never 
be  found  casting  his  iufliierice,  liiileas  it  mii,'htbe, 
'against  the  light  of  science,  thedilTusion  of  knowl- 
edge, and  the  prosecution  of  improvements.  What- 
ever mii^ht  have  been  Jefferson's  opinions  of  the 
constitutionality  of  such  measures,  he  has  said  that 
in  his  messages  which  showed  very  clearly  that 
on  this  subject  he  diflered  very  much  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia.  He  had  here  Mr.  Jefferson's 
message  of  1806,  in  which  he  spoke  of  the  ^reat 
expeditions  of  Lewis  and  Clarke,  Lieutenant  Pike, 
Mr.  Freeman,  and  others,  in  these  terms: 

"  The  expedition  of  Messrs.  Lewis  and  Clarke  for  explor- 
ing the  river  Mi-soiiri,  and  Ihe  best cnnimuiiication  from  that 
to  the  Pacific  Occ-an,  lias  had  all  the  success  which  could 
have  been  expected.  Tliey  have  traced  the  Missouri  nearly 
to  its  source,  desceiidfd  the  Columbia  to  ihe  Pacific  f)cean, 
ascertained  with  accuracy  the  geosirapliy  of  that  interestiie' 
eommunication  acro-s  our  continent,  learnt  tlie  characterof 
tlie  country,  of  its  commerce  and  iulialiilants,  and  it  is  but 
justice  to  say  IhatMfssrs.  (,ewis  and  Clarke,  and  their  brave 
companions,  have  by  this  arduous  service  deserved  well  of 
their  country. 

"  The  attrinpt  to  explore  the  Red  river,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Mr.  Freeman,  though  conducted  with  a  zeal  and 
prudence  ineriliuL'  entire  ap[irohation,  hm  not  been  equally 
successful.  After  prnceediiej  up  it  about  six  hundred  miles, 
nearly  as  far  as  the  French  settlements  had  extended  while 
the  country  was  in  their  po.-ses>ion,  our  i;eo!»rapliers  were 
obliaed  to  return  wilhont  completing  their  work. 

"  Very  useful  additions  have  also  b"en  inaile  toour  knowl- 
edgeofthe  Mississippi  hy  Lieutenant  Pike,  who  has  ascended 
it  to  its  source,  and  whose  journal  and  map,  giving  the  de- 
tails of  his  journey,  will  shortly  be  ready  for  cominnnicalion 
to  both  Hon-es  of  Congress,  Those  of  Messrs.  Lewis  and 
Clarke  and  Freeman  will  require  further  time  to  be  digested 
and  prepared  These  important  surveys,  in  addition  to  those 
before  possessed,  furnish  materials  for  comiiK'ncing  an  ac- 
curate map  of  the  Mississippi  and  its  western  waters.  Some 
(irincipal  rivers,  however,  remain  still  to  be  ex|>lored,  to- 
wards which  the  auihorizatfon  of  Congress,  hy  moderate 
appropriations,  will  be  rt-quisite," 

Now,  what  was  this  exploration  of  the  Missouri 
and  Mississippi  rivers  fot.'  And  what  was  this 
map  to  be  for  which  was  to  be  published  by  Con- 
gress.' It  was  to  make  us  acquainted  with  those 
rivers,  that  commerce  might  be  benefited  by  the- 
information  thus  acquired.  We,  for  the  same 
reason,  are  now  making  explorations  and  a  survey 
of  our  coast.  This  system  was  approved  by  Jef- 
ferson. Jefferson  had  a  great,  an  enlightened  and 
liberal  mind,  and  he  saw  nothing  like  Federalism 
in  these  things.  But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
was  more  astute,  able,  and  enlightened  than  Jef- 
ferson, and  he  sees  more  than  Jefferson  could  ever 
see. 

Mr.  DATN'IEL  thought  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee did  injustice  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son. With  respect  to  the  expedition  of  Lewis  and 
Clarke,  he  believed  Mr.  Jeflerson  did  not  put  iton 
the  ground  and  recommend  an  appropriation  for 
that  olject  for  the  reason  that  it  would  promote 
commerce,  but  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
information  in  regard  to  the  property  of  the  United 
Slates;  and  in  that  point  of  view  it  was  perfectly 
just.  And,  again,  so  far  as  referred  to  Mr.  .Jeffer- 
son's sanction  of  the  Cumberland  road,  it  had  been 
stated  by  Judge  Smith,  of  South  Candina,  that  Mr. 
Jefferson  regretted  his  approval  of  that  act  more 
than  any  act  of  his  public  life.  He  had  been  led 
to  sanction  it  supposing  that  the  sanction  of  the 
States  would  be  olitained,  and  that  thus  it  would 
be  stripped  of  all  unconstitutional  objections;  but 
he  regretted  it  to  the  last  day  of  his  life.  And 
thus  it  would  be  seen,  that  so  far  as  Mr.  Jefferson 
was  authority  for  this  doctrine,  it  was  without 
foundation. 

Mr.  STANTON  did  not  pretend  to  know  what 
Mr.  Jeflerson's  private  opinions  were  at  the  time 
of  his  death, 'or  at  any  other  time,  further  than 
they  were  cx[(ressed  in  his  public  messages  and 
writings.  What  was  the  object  with  which  Mr. 
Jefferson  recommended  the  expedition  of  Lewis 
and  Clarke  they  had  seen  from  the  instructions 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  gave  to  them.  They  embraced 
astronomical  observations,  amongst  other  things, 
which  he  must  then  have  supposed  to  be  wiihin 
the  eonsiitutional  power  of  the  Government.  He 
believed  it  was  well  known  thai  Mr.  Jefferson  was 
proud  of  the  result  of  that  expedition  to  the  day 
of  his  deaili. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  desired  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  to  inform  the  committee  whether  by 
those  instructions  to  Lewis  and  Clarke  there  was 
any  additional  expense  incurred  by  the  country,  or 
any  additional  officers  ajipointed,  or  any  patronage 
extended  .' 

Mr.  STANTON  replied  in  the  affirmative.     He 


then  read  the  following  passage  from  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's instructions  to  Lewis  and  Clarke,: 

The  object  of  your  mission  is  to  explore  the  Missouri  river, 
and  such  principal  stieams  of  it  as,  hy  its  cour  e  and  com- 
mimication  with  the  waters  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  whether 
llieColuinbia,Oiegon,Coloradi),oranyot;ier  river,  may  offer 
the  most  direct  and  praeiieahle  waler  communication  .across 
Ihe  eoiitineiit  for  the  purposes  of  commerce. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  observed  that  Messrs.  Lewis 
and  Clarke  were  officers  in  the  army  at  the  time. 

Mr.  STANTON  replied  that  they  were,  but  it 
was  idle  lo  say  that  this  expedition  was  a  military 
one  merely. 

There  was  one  thing  more  on  which  he  wished 
to  say  a  word.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  gave  to  Congress  the  right  to  establish  a 
uniform  system  of  weights  and  measures.  Now, 
what  would  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  say  if  he 
were  to  show  him,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
out  this  provision  of  the  Constitulion,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  make  observations,  inasmuch  as  it  was  a 
fact  that  in  different  localities  there  wms  a  difference 
in  weights,  owing  to  a  difference  in  the  earth's 
attraction.'  Would  the  gentleman  then  admit  the 
force  of  the  argument,  and  concede  that  Congress 
was  not  exceeding  its  constitutional  power.' 

He  repeated  the  statement,  and  said  an  inlelli- 
gent  man  must  admit  he  was  right;  but  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Virginia  might  dispute  it  and 
pronounce  him  a  Federalist.  These  observations 
were  carried  on  for  the  very  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing facts  in  reference  to  the  subject  over  which  this 
Government  had  unquestionable  power;  yet  it  was 
charged  to  be  Federalism  in  him  to  advocate  a 
proposition  for  $2,00U  to  employ  a  clerk  in  the 
Navy  Department  lo  examine  and  compile  the 
observations  made  at  the  military  and  naval  stations. 
He  had  done  with  the  subject,  at  least  at  present. 
It  was  with  reluctance  that  he  had  engaged  in  this 
discussion;  but  justice  to  the  principles  on  which 
he  had  acted,  justice  to  himself  and  to  his  own 
reputation,  had  required  him  lo  answer  the  charges 
of  the  gentleman,  which  doubtless  would  be  rung 
through  his  own  district  as  coming  from  one  of  the 
statesmen  of  Virginia. 

Mr.' ATKINSON  said  he  did  not  often  rise  to 
address  the  House,  and  therefore  he  most  respect- 
fully asked  an  attentive  hearing.  He  professed  to 
be  a  man  of  peace,  but  at  the  same  time  he  pro- 
fessed to  be  a  sort  of  no^i  me  Icmgere  man. 

Mr.  STANTON  explained  that  he  had  said  that 
General  Cass  had  voted  for  the  bill  which  the 
President  vetoed,  and  that  he  thereby  had  voted 
against  the  veto;  but  the  gentleman  had  represented 
that  General  Cass  had  not  voted  against  the  veto, 
inasmuch  as  the  bill  having  originated  in  the 
House  was  sent  back  there,  and  he  (Gen.  C.)  hati 
not  had  ihe  opportunity  to  vote  for  it,  though  he 
had  voted  for  the  bill  originally. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  said  it  was  unnecessary  for 
the  gentleman  to  have  made  this  correction,  be- 
cause he  thought,  of  all  mistakes  that  was  the  very 
least  he  had  made;  and  the  gentleiran  had  only 
confirmed  him  in  the  opinion  he  had  heretofore 
entertained  of  him,  that  in  star-gazing  his  whole 
attention  had  been  directed  to  litile  matters,  while 
he  neglected  the  great  concerns  of  the  nation. 

Another  mistake  into  which  the  gentleman  had 
fallen  was,  that  the  public  would  believe — this 
committee  who1?new  them  would  not,  however — 
that  he  had  thought  it  necessary  to  make  an  at- 
tack upon  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  with  the 
view  of  injuring  him  at  home  or  elsewhere.  He 
had  never  considered  the  gentleman  a  rival.  God 
forbid  that  he  should  look  on  him  as  such.  Those 
who  knew  him  would  never  for  one  moment  sus- 
pect he  was  so  destitute  of  intelligence  and  of  ihat 
noble  quality,  self-esteem,  as  to  consider  him  a 
rival. 

He  should  attempt  to  speak  as  calmly  and  de- 
liberately as  he  thought  the  nalure  of  the  occasion 
would  allow;  he  had  not  when  he  addnessed  the 
House  a  few  days  ago.  He  assured  the  commit- 
tee, while  he  ofl'ered  no  apology  to  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  he  had  not  intended  any  unkind- 
ness  or  injustice  to  tiie  gentleman.  He  hud  been 
arguing  the  question  in  a  way  he  thought  proper 
anti  legitimate;  he  had  stated  what  Ins  opinion 
was  of  the  views  the  gentleman  harl  exjiressed,  as 
he  had  a  right  to  do.  The  gentleman  was  alto- 
gellier  wrong  in  believing  he  had  thought  so  much 
of  him  as  to  desire  to  injure  him  in  his  district, 

The  honorable  gentleman  had  told  them  that 
Virginia  was  once  considered  the  mother  of  states- 
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men.  Perhaps  if  llie  gentleman  had  been  born  in 
Virginia  he  might  have  considered  that  Vii-ginia 
was  the  mother  of  one  siat.esmun.  He  believed 
that  the  gentleman  at  one  period  of  his  life  had 
lived  in  Virginia,  and  it  might  be  that  the  gentle- 
man intended  to  det'lare  that  when  he  departed 
from  Virginia  all  the  great  men  of  that  old  Com- 
monvvealth  had  gone.  He,  however,  had  migrated 
to  the  "  far  West,"  as  it  was  called,  and  Virginia 
had  lost  one  of  her  sons,  although  he  assured  the 
House  the  sun  had  risen  and  set  afterwards  as  it 
did  before;  although  one  of  lier  sons  had  taken 
up  and  gone  to  the  West,  there  was  the  same  no- 
ble spirit  in  the  old  Commonwealth  which  had 
ever  existed,  and  which  he  lioped  would  continue 
to  exist  ns  long  as  she  was  a  Commonwealth. 

In  the  remarks  he  now  made  he  trusted  tlie 
House  would  not  consider  that  he  exhibited  the 
strength  of  his  intellect.  He  was  not  making  an 
effort  to  establish  his  reputation;  he  assured  the 
House  he  should  use  nothing  but  mustard-seed 
shot,  and  should  reserve  his  cannon  balls  until  a 
more  impoi'tant  contest.  He  should  treat  that  gen- 
tleman as  he  deserved  here  and  elt;ewhere. 

He  repeated  his  disavowal  that  he  had  made  an 
attack  on  the  gentleman  the  other  day.  He  liad 
been  arguing  against  the  appropriation  of  two  thou- 
sand dollars  to  employ  a  certain  individual  for  the 
purpose  of  enlightening. the  people  at  large. 

Mr.  STAJNTOi^T  inquired  if  the  gentleman  had 
not  said  that  he  (IVlr.  iS.)  had  adopted  one  of  the 
principlesof  Federalism, and  perhaps  anotlier,  that 
the  representative  was  not  to  be  palsied  by  the  will 
of  his  constituents? 

Mr.  ATKIiXSON  would  answer  the  gentleman 
with  great  [ileasure,  and  should  not  be  found  back- 
ing out  here  on  any  occasion  from  positions  which 
he  had  taken.  He  had  stated  distinctly,  and  he 
now  reiterated  it — and  he  stood  by  his  remarks  as 
reported  in  the  Intelligencer — that  the  gentleman 
had  adopted  one  Federal  opinion  of  the  late  Mr. 
Adams;  and  that  he  perhaps  might  have  adofited 
the  other,  that  the  representative  was  not  to  be 
palsied  by  the  will  of  his  constituents.  He  had 
said  he  trusted  it  was  not  the  case,  (it  was  so  re- 
ported.) He  trusted  the  gentleman  liad  not,  for  it 
pained  him  to  see  a  man  who  had  been  classed 
with  the  Democratic  party  adopting  Federal  no- 
tions. He  had,  on  the  previous  day,  attempted  to 
show  that  the  Democratic  or  Republican  party,  (as 
it  was  more  properly  called  at  that  day,)  when  iVlr. 
Adams  recommended  the  establishment  of  a  per- 
manent observatory,  repudiated  it  as  a  Federal 
idea,  and  the  consequence  was  that  no  notice  was 
taken  during  that  session  of  Congress  of  that  rec- 
ommenalion  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
although  that  went  far,  together  with  the  other 
opinions  Mr.  Adams  expressed,  to  prevent  his 
reelection  as  President  of  the  United  States.  Was 
he  right  in  that  opinion  ?  Was  there  any  gentleman 
who  would  rise  in  his  place  and  say  that  that  opinion 
of  Mr.  Adams  was  not  at  that  day  considered  anti- 
Repuljlican  .'  If  there  were  one,  let  him  rise  and 
speak.  [A  pause.]  Not  one.  Then  he  was  right. 
The  Democratic  Congress  in  1831,  after  Mr.  Ad- 
ams recommended  the  establishment  of  a  perma- 
nent observatory  in  1825,  passed  an  act  extending 
and  carrying  into  effect  the  act  of  February, 
1807,  providing  for  the  survey  of  the  coast  of  the 
.  United  States,  and  so  careful  were  they  lest  it 
should  be  construed  in  any  way  to  endorse  the 
recommendation  of  Mr.  Adams,  annexed  this  pro- 
vi.«o — the  bill  being  reported  by  Mr.  Hoffman — 
that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  autho- 
rize the  construction  or  maintenance  of  a  perma- 
nent astronomical  observatory.  He  said  that  up 
to  1831  so  jealous  were  the  Republican  party  of 
this  thing  called  an  observatory  or  a  "  light-house 
in  the  skies,"  which  suited  the  honorable  gentle- 
man froni  Tennessee  better  than  matters  of  fact, 
that  at  that  time  they  actually  incorporated  a  pro- 
vision in  the  bill  declaring  that  no  construction 
ehould  be  put  ufion  it  to  provide  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  permanent  observatory.  Now,  he  did 
not  mean  to  go  into  an  argument  upon  the  merits 
of  these  a.stronomical  observations  before  this  com- 
mittee at  this  time,  because  he  was  always  opposed 
to  talking  to  a  subject  irrelevantly,  and  nothing 
could  induce  him  now  lo  do  so  l)Ut  the  attack  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  upon  him.  He 
would  not  discuss  here  the  propriety  or  imfiro- 
priety  of  the  course  pursued  by  iVlr.  Jefferson,  or 
liis  recommendation  in  the  case  of  the  expeditions 
of  Lewis  &  Clarke,  as  he  had  not  recently  hud  an 


opportunity  of  examining  into  the  subject  as  the 
gentleman  iVom  Tennessee  had,  who  had  been  pre- 
paring his  speech  for  days,  but  he  understood  and 
he  believed  there  was  no  doubt  that  the  recom- 
mendation of  Mr.  Jefferson  in  regard  to  this  expe- 
dition was  not  for  the  purpose  of  the  establishment 
of  a  permanent  observatmy  like  that  recommended 
by  Mr.  Adams  and  since  established. 

Mr.  STANTON  would  like  to  know  the  differ- 
ence between  tlie  constitutional  power  of  establish- 
ing a  temporary  observatory  and  a  permanent  one.'' 

Mr.  ATKIJNSON  begged  not  to  be  interrupted. 
He  had  just  stated,  that  he  should  not  discuss  be- 
fore this  committee  the  propriety  of  the  recom- 
mendation of  Mr.  JelTerson,  or  of  an  observatory, 
because  that  had  already  been  done. 

Mr.  STANTON  again  invited  Mr.  A.  to  answer 
the  question. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  persisted  in  his  refusal,  and 
said  he  would  answer  pertinent  questions.  He 
had  come  here  now  to  meet  the  gentleman  on  the 
issue  he  had  r.aised  a  few  days  ago.  The  gentle- 
man had  then  distinctly  announced  to  the  House, 
that  on  a  suitable  occasion  he  should  compare 
principles  with  him,  (Mr.  A.,;  to  show  which  of 
them  was  a  Democrat,  and  which  a  Federalist. 
Now,  he  charged  upon  the  gentleman  that  he  had 
favored  and  supported,  as  well  as  he  could  support, 
appropriations  for  that  observatory,  which,  at  that 
day  at  least,  was  a  Federal  measure.  He  charged 
again,  that  thegentleman  had  madeaspeech  against 
the  veto  power,  as  exercised  by  Mr.  Polk  upon 
the  river  and  harbor  bill. 

Mr.  STANTON  said  he  had  never  made  a  speech 
against  the  veto  power;  on  the  contrary,  in  the 
speech  to  which  the  gentleman  referred  he  had  ex- 
pressly approved  and  advocated  the  veto  power, 
as  the  gentleman  would  find  by  referring  to  the 
speech. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  reiterated  his  assertion,  that 
the  gentleman  had  made  a  speech  against  tlie  veto 
power,  as  exercised  upon  the  river  and  harbor  bill, 
and  he  had  also  assumed  to  enlighten  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  prove  that  James  K. 
Polk  was  wrong  and  he  was  right;  and  he  had  told 
the  House,  that  he  had  since  been  reelected  by  the 
people  of  his  district.  He  (Mr.  A.)  could  account 
for  that  very  readily.  The  fieople  of  his  district, 
he  imagined,  had  been  found  to  be  more  Federal 
than  it  was  supposed  they  were,  and  Federalism 
had  no  doubt  come  to  his  relief;  and  in  that  way 
he  got  the  approbation  of  what  he  had  done  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  said,  if  he 
was  to  contend,  in  order  to  regulate  weights  and 
measures,  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  Govern- 
ment to  make  astronomical  observations,  an  intel- 
ligent man  would  pronounce  that  he  was  right  and 
sensible;  but  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  he  pre- 
sumed, would  not  so  pronounce.  And  did  that 
gentleman  set  himself  up  to  judge  of  his  intelli- 
gence? If  so,  he  would  move  to  change  the  venue, 
because  every. man  who  was  tried  had  the  right  to 
be  tried  by  his  peers. 

Something  had  been  said  the  other  day  about 
progressive  Democracy.  If  the  gentleman  was- a 
progressive  Democrat,  he  did  not  want  to  belong  to 
the  party;  his  progressive  Democracy  was  an  ap- 
proximation to  Federalism.  It  was  said  by  some 
that  he  (Mr.  A.)  was  of  the  stand-slill  Democracy. 
Yes,  he  was  of  that  Republican  or  Democratic 
parly — call  it  what  you  please — which  contended 
for  a  strict  construction  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  He  was  one  of  those  who  believed 
that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  had  no 
powers  except  those  which  were  delegated  to  them, 
and  that  all  the  powers  of  Congress  were  such  as 
were  expressly  delegated,  or  were  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry  into  execution  the  expressly  dele- 
gated powers.  That  was  the  kind  of  Democracy 
to  which  he  had  always  belonged.  But  whenever 
he  found  any  of  the  Democrats  ready  to  go,  as  he 
found  some  were,  to  adopt  the  rule  that  the  major- 
ity must  construe  the  Constitution  of  the  country, 
thill  the  will  of  the  majority  was  the  only  rule  by 
which  they  were  to  be  governed,  he  abandoned  a 
Democracy  entertaining  such  principles.  He  knew 
it  was  considered  rather  out  of  sorts  to  talk  here 
about  the  Constitution.  Yes,  that  old  instrument 
of  trusts  had  been  so  long  neglected  thii  he  would 
be  called  an  old-fashionetl  man  who  called  it  up  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  and  construing  it  strictly. 
He  was  for  progressive  Democracy  when  progres- 
sive Det|()ocracy  meant  progress  in  human  happi- 


ness, in  the  sciences,  in  the  wealth  of  the  people, 
provided  all  these  things  could  be  attained  according 
to  the  constitutional  rules  which  he  had  [)rescribed 
for  himself.  But  whenever  they  travelled  out  of 
the  Constitution,  whenever  they  would  lay  aside 
thelimitations  of  that  instrument,  whenever  they 
would  violate  the  fimdamenlal  |irinciples  of  the 
Government,  as  established  and  as  laid  down  by 
the  Virginia  resolutions  of  1798  and  1799;  when 
they  would  do  that,  he  begged  gentlemen  not  to 
ask  him  to  go  with  them,  if  they  called  that  pro- 
gressive Democracy.  He  went  for  tlie  progress  of 
science,  but  not  for  the  encouragement  of  science 
by  act  of  Congress.  He  held  that  the  Congress  of 
the  United  Stales  liad  no  power  to  encourge  science, 
exce[(t  by  granting  letters  patent,  and  securing 
copyrights  to  authors  and  inventors.  So  far  as 
that  went  to  encourage  science  he  was  for  it;  but 
he  was  for  encouraging  science  by  individual  efforts; 
for  encouraging  thai  which  would  make  mankind 
able  and  intelligent, and  that  must  be  accomplished 
by  individual  enterprise,  and  not  by  the  operation 
of  our  Government. 

Although  he  should  probably  be  considered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  as  not  ranking  in 
his  class  of  intelligent  men,  he  said  it  was  not  neces- 
sary in  order  to  regulate  weights  and  measures  that 
this  observatory  should  be  estal)lislied  by  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Slates.  A  uniform  standard 
of  weights  and  measures  had  been  established 
without  this  observatory  and  appropriations  for 
meteorological  observations.  Why,  then,  was  it 
necessary  at  this  late  period  to  establish  an  observ- 
atory? It  was  not;  and,  until  the  contrary  could 
be  shown,  the  gentleman's  argument  fell  to  the 
ground. 

He  referred  to  Mr.  Stantont's  invoking  the  au- 
thority of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  said  he  frequently 
heard  the  name  of  that  illustrious  patriot  and  sage 
pronounced  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  a  slander  u|)on 
his  memory.  It  was  not  all  who  hurraed  for  Cass 
and  Butler,  who  said  they  walked  in  the  footsteps 
of  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Jackson,  who  belonged 
to  the  school  of  which  they  were  the  founders.  He 
denied  that  there  was  anything  in  Mr.  Jefferson's 
actions  or  writings  which  sustained  the  gentleman 
in  the  advocacy  of  such  doctrines  as  headvanced. 

In  passing  he  referred  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Stephens  in  refily  to  his  previous  ones, and  thank- 
ed him  for  the  agreeable,  gentlemanly  course  he 
had  taken.  That  gentleman  was  in  favor  of  an 
observatory,  as  he  had  the  right  to  be,  and  had 
boldly  stood  up  for  his  principles  and  for  that  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution  which  he  believed  was 
rii^ht,  and  which  justified  appropriations  for  these 
objects  as  incidental  to  expressly-granted  powers. 
He  had  argued  the  question  as  a  gentleman,  and 
he  should  always  treat  him  as  such  both  here  and 
elsewhere,  he  trusted. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  said  he  was 
not  afraid  that  any  remarks  which  he  (Mr.  A.) 
might  make  would  prevent  his  reelection  to  Con- 
gress; and  yet  his  actions  had  indicated  that  he  did 
fe-w  the  effect,  and  he  had  made  a  most  powerful 
effort  to  prevent  the  influence  of  his  (Mr.  A.'s)  re- 
marks on  the  people  of  his  district. 

Mr.  STANTON  was  understood  to  say  he  had 
never  heard  from  thegentleman  anything  but  what 
the  gentleman  himself  called  mustard-seed  shot. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  replied  that  he  had  expressly- 
stated,  in  the  outset  of  his  remarks,  that  he  did  not 
consider  anything  more  than  mustard-seed  shot 
necessary  for  the  gentleman;  grape  would  blaw 
him  to  the  skies;  and  he  would  recommend  to  the 
gentleman  to  become  one  of  the  soarers,  because 
he  very  much  doubted  whether,  unless  Tennessee 
became  much  more  Federal  than  she  now  was,  he 
would  again  be  returned  to  this  House. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  if 
seemed,  after  he  had  made  a  speech  against  Mr. 
Polk's  veto  on  the  river  and  harbor  bill,  was  so 
elevated  in  the  opinion  of  his  constitueius  that  he 
had  received  even  a  larger  vote  than  Mr.  Polk 
himself  received  when  he  vvas  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.  Th«t,  he  thought,  did  not  speak  much 
for  the  gentleman's  Democracy;  for,  as  without 
doubt  Mr.  Polk  received  all  ♦he  Democratic  votes, 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  must  have  received 
Federal  ones.  That  was  the  way  the  genileman 
came  to  overleap  the  present  honest,  intelligent, 
consistent  President  of  the  United  Siales, 

He  repealed,  that  in  the  remarks  he  had  mndea 
few  days  ago,  he  had  had  no  spleen  to  gratify 
against  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee;  nor  had  he 
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anv  inlcntion  to  operate  upon  Iiis  constituents 
against  liim.  Since,  however,  tlie  gentleman  liad 
done  liim  the  honor  to  complain  that  such  would 
be  the  eflect  of  his  (Mr.  A.'s)  remark,  permit  him 
to  say,  that  with  a  Democratic  people,  the  remarks 
made  subsequently  by  ihegentleman  himself  would 
not  tend  to  elevate  him  in  their  estimation. 

The  gentleman  had  thrown  down  the  gauntlet, 
and  had  declared  he  intended  to  compare  Demo- 
cratic opinions  with  him,  (Mr.  A.)  Had  he  done 
it?  Had  he  stuck  to  the  issue?  He  defied  him  to 
show  any  deviation  on  his  (Mr.  A.'s)  part  from 
the  principles  of  the  old  Republican  |iarty;  and  he 
would  yield  the  floor  if  tlie  gentleman  wished  to 
attempt  it. 

Mr.  STANTON  said  he  had  not  designed  to 
enter  into  .^uch  a  contest.  If  he  had  made  such  a 
remark  it  was  a  slip  of  the  tongue.  His  object 
had  been  to  justify  himself,  and  show  by  argument 
that  the  measure  he  advocated  was  constitutional. 
The  gentleman  had  not  met  it. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  replied  that  he  did  not  decline 
any  discussion  with  the  gentleman.  He  said,  ac- 
cording to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
Congress  had  no  power  granted  to  establish  an 
observatory.  Where  did  the  gentleman  get  the 
power?  From  that  clause  which  authorized  Con- 
gress to  raise  and  support  a  navy?  He  supposed 
that  was  the  clause  on  which  he  relied.  Now,  he 
put  this  question  to  every  intelligent  mind  in  the 
committee:  Is  it  necessary,  in  order  to  raise  and 
inaintain  a  navy,  that  an  oliservatory  shall  be  es- 
tablished by  Congress?  The  navy  of  the  United 
Stales  had  been  raised  and  supported  for  years 
without  an  observatory,  and  without  appropria- 
tions to  allay  storms,  which  were  under  discussion 
a  few  days  ago,  and  why  were  either  any  more 
necessary  now? 

M[-.  STANTON  asked  whether  it  was  not  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  our  navy  should  use  the 
observations  of  other  Governments,  unless  we  fur- 
nished them  ourselves?  And  whether  we  had  not, 
from  time  immemorial,  used  such  observations, 
and  been  dependant  to  this  extent  upon  other  Gov- 
erments? 

Mr.  ATKINSON  urged,  in  reply,  that,  as  we 
were  in  possession  now  of  all  the  information  of 
other  countries  on  thesuliject,  it  was  the  less  necessa- 
ry that  we  should  be  at  the  expense  of  establishing 
and  keeping  up  an  observatory. 

He  recurred  to  Mr.  Stanton's  charge  upon  him 
of  want  of  information,  and  advised  the  gentleman 
to  go  to  his  district  and  make  the  remark,  and  he 
would  be  hissed  and  scorned  by  the  intelligent  peo- 
ple of  that  district.  The  gentleman  had  once  been 
among  the  people  of  Virginia  and  had  found  them 
too  intelliicent  for  him,  and  that  he  never  could  have 
gone  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  from 
there,  atid  so  he  fled  and  sought  refuge  without 
her  precincts.  Virginia  had  once  been  the  mother 
of  statesmen,  and  in  time  had  ceased  to  bear  states- 
men within  her  limits!  Where,  then,  should  she 
look  for  them?  To  the  gentleman's  district  in 
Tennessee?  It  was  laudable  for  a  man  to  have  a 
proper  degree  of  ambition  and  self-esteem;  but 
young  statesmen  were  sometimes  inclined  to  think 
the  weight  of  the  Government  rested  on  their 
shoulders — the  weight  of  the  Democracy  rested 
on  them — and  that  no  good  thing  could  come  ex- 
cept from  them.  He  had  seen  such  instances  even 
in  this  House. 

In  conclusion,  he  again  expressed  his  regret  that 
he  should  have  been  drawn  into  this  discussion  as 
he  had  been  by  the  attack  of  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee.  But  he  undertook  to  say  the  gentle- 
man might  come  on  with  his  battle  knife  as  soon 
as  he  pleased,  and  although  he  affected  to  think 
that  the  statesmen  of  Virginia  were  no  more,  he 
would  fuid  her  citizens  always  ready  to  stand  up 
to  support  their  lionor  and  the  honor  of  their  State, 
even  if  it  cost  their  life-blood.  He  sought  no  con- 
Iroversy  with  any  man;  he  went  for  jTeace.  All 
the  honorable  gentleman  needed  to  have  done  the 
other  day  to  have  prevented  this  difficulty,  if  he 
had  chosen,  was  to  have  asked  him  whether  he 
(Mr.  A.)  intended  Iws  remarks  in  unkindncss  or 
not;  he  should  with  2/eat  f)leasuro  have  responded 
that  he  did  not,  and  meant  no  injury,  personal  or 
political,  but  was  merely  attempting  to  show  that 
the  course  taken  by  him  was  the  Federal  and  not 
the  Democratic  course.  But  he  begged  gentle- 
men to  (;case  to  throw  abuse  on  old  Virginia.  Let 
him  tell  gentlemen  there  were  intelligent  men,  and 
many  of  them,  in  this  IIou.'<e  who  had  liic  honor 


I  of  being  born  in  Virginia;  and  although  they  had 
:  gone,   there  still  remained  in   that  old  Common- 
1  wealth  hearts  and  hands  ready  to  battle  for  their 
rights  and  to  repel  all  attacks  both  liere  and  else- 
where.    He  dismissed  the  subject  he  trusted  for- 
ever; but,  whilst  he  was   ready  to  dismiss  it,  lie 
j  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  understood  that  wlienever 
j  the  occasion  should  require  it  he  could  be  found. 
j       Mr.  STANTON,  in  correction  of  an  erroneous 
I  conception  of  Mr.  Atkinson,  stated  that  his  native 
I  place  was  not  Virginia,  but  Alexandria,  District 
j  of  Columbia;  that  he  had  taught  school  in  early 
I  years  in  Virginia — though  he  thought  not  in  the 
'  gentleman's  district,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  had 
left  the  State  never  to  return  to  it  again.     He  was 
very  sure  if  he  had  gone  into  the  gentleman's  dis- 
trict, and  there  been  a  candidate  for  Congress,  in- 
asmuch as  the  pojuilation  of  the  district  had  elected 
the  gentleman,  he  never  would   have  stood  any 
chance  there. 

Mr.  ATKINSON,  (in  his  seat.)  Surely  not. 
[A  laugh.] 

Mr.  STANTON  continued.  But  one  thing  he 
could  say  in  reference  to  the  constituency  he  had 
the  honor  to  represent,  that  the  gentleman  never 
represented  such  an  one. 

Mr.  ATKINSON.  Never.  [A  laugh.]  God 
forbid  ! 

Mr.  STANTON,  in  reference  to  the  argument 
he  had  used  this  morning,  had  nothing  to  say,  for 
the  gentleman  had  not  attempted  to  reply  to  it,  but 
had  expressly  waived  the  question  by  which  he 
(Mr.  S.)  had  invited  him  to  show  A'herein  the 
proposition  he  liad  advocated  in  this  House  dif- 
fered from  the  principles  advocated  and  maintained 
by  Mr.  JelTerson  himself.  He  asked  the  gentle- 
man to  show  why  he  should  denounce  him  and 
(notwithstanding  his  disclaimer)  make  a  severe 
attack  upon  him,  which,  if  not  designed  to  injure 
him  before  his  people,  had  no  purpose  whatever. 
The  gentleman  had  waived  all  these  arguments, 
and  told  him  he  should  only  use  mustard-seed 
shot.  He  must  say  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
find  shot  small  enough  to  fight  the  gentleman  with. 
Mr.  ATKINSON  was  very  sure  the  gentleman 
could  not  find  shots  small  enough  for  his  oppo- 
nents, because  the  truth  was,  he  had  no  ammuni- 
tion at  all.  [A  laugh.]  He  was  a  blunderbuss 
[renewed  laughter]  without  any  powder  or  shot. 

Having  again  disclaimed  any  intention  of  injur- 
ing Mr.  Stanton  in  his  district  or  elsewhere,  and 
again  insisted  that  this  unpleasant  controversy 
had  arisen  from  the  gentleman  himself,  Mr.  A. 
concluded  his  remarks. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  committee 
then  rose,  and  the  House  passed  a  resolution  to 
close  the  debate  on  this  bill  in  five  minutes  after  it 
should  be  again  taken  up  in  committee. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  committee  on 
the  same  bill. 

Mr.  VINTON  stated  that  the  Engineer  depart- 
ment had  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  War  estimates 
for  the  fortifications  for  the  year,  observing  in  their 
report  that  they  had  reduced  the  amount  as  low  as 
possible,  in  consistency  with  the  continuance  of 
the  war  with  Mexico.  Notwithstanding  this,  how- 
ever, the  Secretary  had  cut  them  down  to  a  little  more 
than  half  of  the  sum  estimated.  Both  estimates 
had  been  submitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  the  committee  had  made  the  bill 
to  conform  to  the  estimates,  not  of  the  Engineer 
department,  but  of  the  Secretary,  and  the  sums 
inserted  were  just  sufficient  to  keep  the  existing 
works  in  a  state  of  preservation,  without  advan- 
cing them  at  all. 

Mr.  SAWYER  inquired  what  was  the  total 
amount  appropriated  by  this  bill? 

Mr.  VINTON  replied,  a  little  over  half  a  mil- 
lion, instead  of  several  millions,  as  had  usually 
been  put  in. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  moved  to  insert,  "  For 
the  construction  of  Fort  Delaware,  on  the  Pea 
Patch  Island,  o)ie  hundred  thousand  dollars."  He 
said  that  there  was  no  appropriation  in  the  bill,  as 
reported,  to  meet  this  object;  nor  had  there  been 
any  estimate  from  the  department  on  which  an 
appropriation  would,  according  to  the  usual  couise 
of  things,  bo  founded.  The  probable  reason  for 
these  omissions  was  readily  to  be  given,  and,  on 
giving  it,  he  trusted  that  the  deficiencies  would 
promptly  be  supplied.  The  Pea  Patch  Island  lay 
between  the  shores  of  the  States  of  New  .ler.sey 
and  Delaware,  Each  State  had  claimed  authority 
over  it.     Suits  had  been  brought,  but  the  jurisdic- 


tion being  questioned,  neither  State  had  been  dis- 
posed to  submit  to  judicial  investigations  within 
the  limits  of  the  other.  Thus  the  matter  had  stood 
for  many  years.  At  length  the  two  parties — the 
United  States  Government  on  the  one  side,  and 
the  agents  of  the  family  claiming  under  a  Jersey 
grant  on  the  other — came  to  an  agreement  to  sub- 
mit the  question  of  title  to  a  reference.  Accord- 
ingly a  quit-claim  deed  was  executed  by  the  indi- 
viduals to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  be  held  by  him 
until  the  dispute  should  be  ended.  A  referee  (Mr. 
Sergeant,  of  Philadelphia)  was  named  and  agreed 
on.  The  arrangement  was,  that  if  the  individual 
or  Jersey  title  should  prove  the  better,  referees 
should  be  chosen  to  ascertain  the  value,  and  the 
amount  so  ascertained  should  be  paid  by  the  Uni- 
ted States.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  referee 
should  decide  against  the  private  claimant,  there 
was  an  end  of  controversy,  and  the  Government 
would  stand  secure  in  its  rights  against  all  assail- 
ants. 

Thus  stood  the  case  at  the  opening  of  the  preserit 
session.  After  a  lapse  of  some  months,  a  decisio'n 
was  pronounced  here,  in  the  Capitol.  Nothing 
remained  but  to  proceed  with  the  military  works 
v/hich  had  been  so  long  suspended.  A  fort  was 
long  ago  constructed  at  the  place;  but  it  was  de- 
stroyed partly  by  the  sinking  of  the  foundation, 
and  afterwards  by  a  conflagration,  which  took 
away  all  the  combustible  parts.  A  remnant  of 
former  appropriations  had  been  in  the  treasury, 
amounting,  some  months  since,  to  $20,000.  But 
this  had  been  partially  or  altogether  exhausted  in 
preliminary  surveys  and  arrangements.  Nothing 
adequate  at  all  to  the  work  itself — the  construction 
of  a  great  fortification — remained.  What  was  the 
consequence?  The  shores  of  the  fine  river,  in  the 
bosom  of  which  this  ftmgiis  had  arisen,  as  if  pro- 
vided by  nature  on  purpose  for  security,  remained 
defenceless.  Except  a  small  fort  five  miles  from 
Philadelphia,  nothing  was  found  for  the  protec- 
tion of  about  half  a  million  of  people  and  many 
millions  of  property  near  and  upon  its  shores. 
The  States  of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  and 
Delaware,  were  exposed  to  attack  and  invasion 
with  comparative  impunity. 

Mr.  I.  said  he  merely  supplied  an  omission  on 
the  part  of  the  department  and  the  coinmittee  by 
offering  the  amendment.  As  the  final  settlement 
of  the  title  had  been  comparatively  recent,  he  was 
bound  to  suppose  that  the  omissions  which  he  had 
adverted  to  were  inadvertent.  Whatever  might  be 
the  character  of  them,  he  felt  it  due  to  a  large  sec- 
tion of  country  to  provide,  if  possible,  a  suitable 
remedy. 

Mr.  VINTON,  after  a  profonna  motion  to  reduce 
the  amount,  went  into  a  brief  reply.  The  title  of 
the  United  States  to  the  Pea  Patch  Island  had  long 
been  in  dispute;  but  since  the  original  estimates 
had  been  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  the  title  had  been  secured,  and  an  appro- 
priation had  been  inserted  in  the  bill  to  cover  the 
expenses  of  the  arbitration.  No  estimates  had  been 
sent  from  the  War  Department  for  this  work, 
although  the  arbitration  had  been  concluded  and 
the  title  obtained  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  corrected  this  statement. 
The  arbitration  had  not  been  brought  to  a  close  till 
the  month  of  March  last. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  would  send  to  the  Clerk's 
table  a  report  of  the  War  Department  in  regard  to 
this  work,  in  which  the  Secretary  stated  that  if  the 
title  should  be  awarded  to  the  United  States  there 
would  be  no  necessity  for  a  new  a[)[)ropriation, 
because  there  was  money  already  in  the  treasury 
appropriated  for  the  object.  But  if  the  title  should 
be  found  to  be  in  other  parties,  then  it  would  be 
requisite  to  appropciate  in  order  to  make  the  pur- 
chase. 

The  report  was  read. 

Afiera  brief  reply  from  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL, 
and  some  inaudible  statements  from  Mr.  C.  J.  IN- 
GERSOLL, Mr,  FICKLIN  wanted  to  know  how 
much  money  had  already  been  expended  on  this 
fort  on  Pea  Patch  Island  ! 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  replied  that  that  ques- 
tion was  readily  answered,  and  the  answer  was, 
nothing  at  all.  No  money  had  been  spent  upon  it 
at  all.  There  had  formerly  been  a  work  upon  this 
site,  but  it  was  burnt  down.  That  had  nothing  ta 
do  with  what  was  now  asked.  No  money  had 
been  iqiproprialed  except  a  small  sum  for  a  aurvey 
of  the  site  of  the  fort. 
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Mr.  McKAY  opposed  the  appropriation,  on  the 
ground  that  nothing  had  been  asked  for  this  work 
by  the  War  Department,  and  before  a  new  work 
should  be  commenced  the  House  liad  always  re- 
quired that  it  be  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania asked  the  modest  sum  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  for  this  unauthorized  work,  while  the 
•whole  amount  provided  in  the  bill,  for  all  the  for- 
tifications of  the  United  States,  was  but  five  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thousand  dollars.  If  the  amend- 
ment were  admitted  at  all,  the  sum  should  be  re- 
duced. He  moved  to  reduce  it  to  forty  thousand 
dollars;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  reiurringon  Mr.  Ingersoll's 
amendment  as  thus  amended,  after  several  further 
propositions  to  amend,  the  proposition  of  Mr.  I. 
was  rejected. 

Mr.BOWLIN  moved  to  strike  out  the  last  item 
in  the  bill,  for  the  buildini^  of  a  sea-wall  round 
Brewster's  Island,  in  Boston  harbor,  on  the  ground 
that  this  was  not  an  appropriation  for  a  fortifica- 
tion, but  for  a  harbor  improvement. 

The  item  is  as  follows: 

Fnrtlieprotoction  nf  great  Brewster's  Island,  and  security 
and  defeiKre  of  the  principal  ship  cliaiuiei  in  the  harbor  oi' 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  ;^40,00d. 

Mr.  VINTON  briefly  explained  the  ground  on 
•which  it  had  been  inserted  in  the  bill.  Brewster's 
Island  was  a  site  selected  for  a  fort  for  the  defence 
of  Boston  harbor,  but  the  currents  were  fast  sweep- 
ing it  away  and  filling  up  the  adjacent  channel;  the 
sea-wall  was  to  prevent  this,  and  secure  the  site 
for  a  future  fortification.  A  prolonged  and.  desul- 
tory debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  FICKLIN, 
VINTON,  SAWYER,  JONES  of  Tennessee, 
HUDSON,  McKAY,  McCLELLAND,  GRIN- 
NELL.  MARVIN,  POLLOCK,  BURT,  and 
ASHMUN,  took  part. 

The  appropriation  was  advocated  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  not  a  new  work,  but  one  which  had 
been  contained  in  former  bills;  that  though  not 
directly  for  the  erection  of  a  fort,  it  was  to  preserve 
from  destruction  an  island  immediately  adjoining 
the  channel  which  led  up  to  Charlestown  navy-yard, 
the  dry  dock,  &c.,  being  one  of  the  points  laid 
down  in  a  plan  for  the  defence  of  Boston  harbor 
for  the  erection  of  a  fortification.  Unless  the 
gradual  abrasion  of  this  island  were  not  prevented, 
(and  the  currents  had  already  carried  away  about 
one-fifth  of  it,)  the  channel  would  be  choked  up, 
and  if  a  fort  were  ever  built  there,  the  expense  of 
erecting  it  would  be  vastly  increased,  as  its  founda- 
tions would  have  to  be  laid  under  water.  It  was 
reported  by  the  engineers,  and  the  Secretary  had 
Bent  estimates  for  tlie  work  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

The  appropridtion  was  oppose'U  on  tlie  ground 
that  this  item  had  no  proper  place  in  a  fortificatiou 
bdl,  because  it  was  not  for  the  erection  of  any  fort 
or  other  military  work  whatever,  but  merely  for 
the  protection  of  an  island  and  a  channel  in  Boston 
harbor.  It  was  in  fact  a  harbor  improvement, 
and  as  such  had  formerly  been  inserted  in  the  river 
and  harbor  bill  which  had  received  the  Executive 
veto.  It  would  be  found  in  the  harbor  bill  of  the 
present  session,  and  had  never  been  in  a  fortifica- 
tion bill  before;  and  one  gentleman  [Mr.  McClel- 
land] wished  it  to  remain  in  the  harbor  bill  still; 
so  that  if  the  Executive  should  veto  the  western 
harlwrs,  he  might  be  compelled  to  do  the  same  on 
the  seaboard;  while  another  was  for  excluding  it, 
lest  the  whole  bill  should  be  vetoed  on  account  of 
it. 

Besides,  the  island  belonged  to  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  not  to  the  United  States,  and  this 
was  thei-efore  no  legitimate  subject  of  Congres- 
sional legislation;  and,  if  otherwise,  still  there  was 
no  law  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  fort  upon  it. 
No  such  measure  had  been  submitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  insert 
fSO.OOOinsteadof  ft40,0y0  in  this  item.  He  moved 
the  amendment  simply  for  the  purpose  of  saying 
that  this  appropriation  was  necessary  for  llie  de- 
fence of  Boston.  It  was  strictly  a  military  appro- 
priation, and  could  not  be  considered  anything 
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else.  By  the  War  Department  it  had  been  con- 
sidered necessary  to  have  two  batteries  on  Brew- 
ster's Island,  but  within  a  few  years  two  or  three 
acres  of  that  island  had  been  washed  away.  The 
island  itself  had  very  little  intrinsic  value  for  pri- 
vate purposes.  It  was  only  valuable  to  the  Govern- 
ment, whose  fortifications  protected  Boston  harbor, 
and  the  great  amount  of  public  property  at  the 
Charlestown  navy-yard,  including  the  naval  hos- 
pital, the  marine  hosf)ital,  the  dry  dock,  and  all 
the  naval  effects.  It  was  not  because  the  mercan- 
tile interest  required  this  appropriation  that  it  was 
asked  for,  but  because  it  was  necessary  to  the 
complete  military  defence  of  Boston  harbor.  On 
concluding  he  withdrew  his  amendment. 
.  Mr.  PALFREY,  having  moved  an  amendment, 
said  he  was  well  satisfied  that  gentlemen  who  ob- 
jected to  this  appropriation  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  an  appropriation  merely  for  the  security  of 
and  to  afford  facilities  to  commerce,  and  that  it  was 
not  a  part  of  the  military  defences  of  the  country, 
had  in  some  manner  tailed  to  infijrm  themselves  of 
the  facts  of  the  case.  There  was  nothing  more 
distinctly  plain  than  the  fact  that  this  appropria- 
tion was  essentially  a  part  of  the  appropriations 
for  the  military  defence  of  Boston  harbor.  He 
argued  this  question  at  some  length,  showing  that 
the  erection  of  a  wall  at  the  place  which  \vad  been 
designated  was  necessary  also  for  the  protection  of 
the  channel.  If  the  channel  should  not  be  pro- 
tected, he  said  vessels  entering  the  harbor  would 
no  longer  be  subject  to  the  control  of  the  expensive 
works  which  the  Government  had  already  erected 
there;  he  could  not,  therefore,  see  how  this  appro- 
priation could  with  any  reason  be  objected  to.  He 
also  called  attention  to  the  point  presented  by  his 
colleague,  [Mr.  King,]  who  argued  that  it  was 
necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  Government  prop- 
erty at  the  Charlestown  navy-yard. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  contended  that  the  purpose  for 
which  this  appropriation  was  required  partook  of 
the  character  of  a  harbor  improvement,  and  there- 
fore it  did  not  belong  to  tliis  bill.  If',  however, 
this  were  not  so,  it  was  for  a  fortification  which 
had  not  as  yet  been  authorized  by  law,  and  in  this 
case  also  it  was  out  of  order.  But  again:  if  the 
channel  was  or  would  be  closed,  as  gentlemen  had 
contended,  that  would  be  an  ample  protection  of 
the  public  property  against  a  foreign  enemy,  and 
furnished  a  reply  to  the  argument  based  on  the  ne- 
cessity to  protect  public  property  there. 

Mr.  WHITE,  of  New  York,  also  argued  in 
favor  of  the  appropriation,  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  necessary  to  the  military  defence  of  the  har- 
bor. 

Mr.  MARVIN  entered  into  some  reminiscences 
of  the  manner  in  v/hich  appropriations  were  made 
for  rivers  and  harbors  in  times  past,  and  spoke  of 
the  change  which  had  been  brought  about  in  that 
respect  in  these  modern  times.  He  said  he  had 
no  idea  of  permitting  this  Administration  to  steal 
a  march  on  this  House,  and  spread  along  our  coast 
fortification  after  fortification,  when  at  the  same 
time  the  commerce  of  the  country  was  entirely 
neglected. 

Mr.  WICK  moved  to  reduce  the  appropriation 
to  one  thousand  dollars.  He  made  this  motion,  he 
said,  for  the  same  reason  which  should  control  his 
vote  adverse  to  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The  time 
had  come  when,  with  the  exceptions  of  temporary 
field-works,  constructed  to  facilitate  operations  in 
a  campaign,  and  permanent  fortifications  at  a  very 
few  prominent  points,  fortifications,  like  a  national 
bank,  have  become  an  obsolete  idea — a  relic  of  the 
dark  ages.  The  use  of  steam-vessels  had  super- 
seded them.  By  their  use  an  army  could  be  land- 
ed, even  on  a  lee  shore,  within  a  lew  miles  of  the 
forts,  and  surround  them,  steam  enabling  vessels 
of  light  draught  to  approach  sufliciently  near  a 
shoal  and  lee  shore  to  land  troop.'s.  All  this  had 
been  done  and  demonstrated  on  the  landing  of  our 
army  at  Vera  Cruz.  He  would  vote  against  any 
fortification  bill  afipropriating  sums  beyond  what 
was  necessary  to  preserve  forts  as  they  now  are. 
Thisamendment  was  for  a  fort  not  yet  begun.  He 
would  begin  no  new  works.  He  was  prepared  to 
attack  the  bill  in  an  hour'a  speech;  but,  as  lie  was 
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restricted  to  five  minutes,  he  must  be'content  with 
thus  hinting  at  his  objections  to  the  system  of 
fortifications  as  heretofore  carried  on.  This  sys- 
tem, before  the  use  of  steam  vessels,  was  proper; 
but  now  it  amounted  to  little  else  than  a  schemp 
for  eviscerating  the  treasury  and  the  promotion  of 
private  jobbing-. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Kentucky,  also  opposed  the 
proposed  afipropriation.  He  objected  to  it  i)ecause 
it  was  for  a  fortification  which  was  not  yet  com- 
menced. He  asked  if  there  was  money  in  the 
Federal  treasury  from  which  this  sum  could  be  ' 
paid?  The  country  was  already  involved  in  an 
enormous  debt,  and  they  knew  that  from  day  to 
day  the  bonds  of  the  Government  were  hawked 
in  the  market.  Early  in  the  session,  they  were 
told  that  no  one  desired  the  Gove'rnment  to  become 
a  borrower;  more  especially  the  Government  ought 
not  to  borrow  for  the  purposes  of  internal  improve- 
ment when  it  could  not  provide  llie  means  of  de- 
fence. This  was  an  appropriation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  a  harbor,  and  it  should  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  with  river  improvements.  He  ob- 
jected to  this  entering  wedge,  believing  that  this 
Government  had  no  power  to  make  such  appro- 
priations. 

The  question  finally  recurring  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  BOVVLIN,  to  strike  out  the  item  for  Brew- 
ster's Island,  &c.,  it  was  decided,  on  a  count  by 
tellers,  in  the  negative:  Ayes  68,  noes  76. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  moved  an  amendment  appro- 
priating for  sea-walis  on  islands  in  the  harbor  of 
St.  Louis.     But — 

The  CHAIR  ruled  it  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  appealed;  but  the  committee 
sustained  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to 
increase  the  appropriation  in  the  bill  for  the  preser- 
vation of  Fort  Moultrie,  in  the  harbor  of  Charles- 
ton, and  supported  his  motion  by  a  letter  from  an 
engineer,  describing  the  abrasion  of  the  island  on 
which  the  fort  stands,  and  the  danger  of  its  found- 
ations being  seriously  injured. 

After  opposition  by  Messrs.  FARAN  and 
HALL,  of  New  York,  the  amendment  was  car- 
ried. 

Mr.  FARAN  proposed  to  add  a  proviso  to  the 
appi'opriation  for  Brewster's  Island,  in  Boston 
harbor,  which  he  modified  at  the  suggestion  of 
Messrs.  FICKLIN  and  HUDSON,  providing  that 
the  United  Staies  should  first  be  in  possession  of 
a  good  and  valid  title  to  so  much  of  the  island  as 
was  needed  for  the  erection  of  a  fort. 

This  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GREEN  moved  a  further  proviso  that  the 
money  should  not  be  expended  till  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  satisfied  that  it  was  for  a  work  pre- 
viously authorized  by  law. 

This  was  negatived. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  moved  an 
amendment  to  add  at  the  end  of  the  bill  the  fol- 
lowing : 

For  lebuildini;  Fort  Delaware,  on  the  Pea  Patch  Island, 
in  the  river  Delaware,  $30,000. 

Mr.  H.  briefly  glanced  at  the  history  of  the  pub- 
lic, works  on  this  island,  their  destruction  by  fire 
many  years  ago,  the  cession  of  the  island  by  Dela- 
ware on  the  express  condition  that  fortifications 
should  be  kept  up,  and  urged  this  appropriation, 
as,  though  small,  highly  useful  as  the  beginning  of 
works  highly  necessary ,  and  which  Congress  must 
appropriate  more  largely  for  at  the  next  session, 
to  redeem  its  plighted  faith  to  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware. This  bill  did  not  contain  a  solitary  cent  for 
the  defence  of  the  river  Delaware,  or  of  the  States 
of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware, 
which  were  so  deeply  interested,  and  that  river 
and  those  States  had  been  left  absolutely  unpro- 
tected for  the  last  fifteen  ye'irs,  in  consequence  of 
the  dispute  which  had  arisen  with  reference  to  the 
title  to  the  Pea  Patch  Island,  which  had  now  been 
so  happily  settled. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
by  adding  the  following: 

For  the  purpose  of  erecting  foitiflcations  and  sstablUbiog 
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a  military  dep6t,  undrr  tlio  ilireotion  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  at  or  nnar  tlie  iiioiitli  of  Genesee  river,  in  tlie  Stale  of 
New  VorU,  lifty  ilio^i^aiiU  dollars. 

The  amendment  was  ruled  out  of  order. 
Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York,  moved  to  add  at  the 
end  of  the  bill  the  folh)wing: 
'nil  For  ihp  ooiuiuuance  of  the  riefeiisivc  works  at  Buffalo, 
New  York,  heietofcire  lecoinniended  liy  the  War  Dcpiirt- 
inent,  and  p:irt  of  which  have  been  constructed  under  its 
direction,  twchty-live  tlioujand  dollars. 

Mr.  H.  briefly  advocated  the  appropriation. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WICK  moved  to  add  the  following  as  an 
additional  section: 

Jlnd  be  it  furthtr  enacfcl,  Tiiat  no  money  shall  be  ex- 
pended under  authority  of  tills  act  bi.'fore  the  l.=t  dav  of 
April,  184S. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SLINGERLAND  moved  an  a-mendment 
to  appropriate  for  deepening  the  channel  of  the 
Hudson  river,  near  Albany,  §50,000.  Ruled  out 
of  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  the  bill  and  amendments  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded,  and,  under  the  operation 
thereof,  the  first  amendment  of  the  committee  (the 
proviso)  was  ag;reed  to  without  division. 

The  second  amendment  (increasing  the  appro- 
priation for  Fort  Moultrie,  Charleston,  South  Car- 
olina, from  §10,600  to  •♦,13,600)  was  voted  on  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  resulted — yeas  75,  nays  69. 

So  the  amendi'iient  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  liaving  been  agreed  to,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and,  being  engrossed, 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  previous  questioii; 
■which  was  seconded,  and,  under  the  operation 
thereof,  the  bill  was  passed  by  yeas  and  nays: 
Yeas  79,  nays  62. 

Mr.  V.  moved  to  reconsider  the  last  vote. 

Which  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  upon  the 
table. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  Jane  16,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Bagby,  of  Alabama,  resigning 
his  seat  as  Senator  frosn  that  State. 

On  motion  of  IvJr.  LEWIS,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  Vice  President  Cf>mrtiuiiicate  the  same  to  the 
Governor  of  Alabama. 

Several  Senators  rose  with  petitions,  reports, 
and  resolutions,  when  the  VICE-PRESIDENT 
announced  the  first  bill  on  the  calendar,  and  read 
the  resolution  of  the  Sen-ate  declaring  that  Friday 
and  Saturday  next  be  set  apart  for  the  considera- 
tion of  private  bills,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
business. 

An  ineffectual  effort  was  then  made  to  give  pri- 
ority to  certain  bills  over  others,  which  consumed 
some  time  of  the  morning  hour;  after  which,  the 
private  calendar  was  taken  up  in  its  order,  and  the 
following  bills  passed: 

A  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  pur- 
chase from  Dr.  James  P.  Espy  his  patent  right  for 
the  conical  ventilator. 

For  the  relief  of  James  F.  Sothoron. 

For  ttic  i-e!ief  of  John  Clark. 

For  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Jean  F.  Perry,  Jo- 
siah  Blakely,  Nicholas  Jarrot,  iuid  Robert  Mor- 
rison. 

To  provide  comoensation  to  William  Wood- 
bridgo  and  Henry  Ohipman,  for  services  in  adjust- 
ing titles  to  land  in  Michigan,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

For  the  relief  of  David  N.  Smith. 

For  the  relief  of  Silas  Waterman. 

The  following  bill.!  wore  laid  on  the  table: 

For  the  relief  of  the  hoh:-)  and  legal  representa- 
tives of  WtTi.  Grayson. 

For  the  relief  of  George  Newton. 

For  the  relief  of  Russell  Gohh. 

For  the  relief  of  John  Caldwell. 

For  the  relief  of  Jolin  P.  iJaldwin. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  House  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Phineas  Carpenter,  admmistratoj-  of  John 
Cox,  deceased,  of  Boston,  and,  after  discussion, 
adjourned,  at  a  Caw  miautea  befurs  faur  p.  m. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday, June  17, 1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  was  instructed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  move  that  the 
Flouse  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  PcOCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  resolve  Itself  into  Commiitee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  private  calendar. 

Mr.  HUNT  hoped  that  neither  motion  would 
prevail,  and  that  the  House  v/ould  devote  some 
time  to  the  reception  of  reports  from  committees. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Rockwell;  it  was  decided  in  the  atfirmative,  tel- 
lers reporting  ayes  67,  noes  64. 

PRIVATE  CALENDAR. 

The  House  aecordingly  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  private  calendar,  (Mr. 
Wicic  in  the  chair.) 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Joshua  Kennedy,  deceased,  which  was  under 
discussion  when  the  House  were  last  in  commit- 
tee on  private  bills,  was  taken  up  this  morning, 
and  the  discussion  was  resumed  by  Mr.  DAN- 
IEL, and  continued  by  Messrs.  CROWELL  and 
ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut. 

Mr.  DANIEL  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  aside 
to  be  reported  to  the  Flouse  with  the  recommenda- 
tion that  it  do  not  pass.     Ayes  48,  noes  71, 

The  bill  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to 
the  House. 

The  next  bill  taken  up  was  for  the  relief  of 
Lyon  and  Howard.  It  was  debated  by  Messrs. 
HAMMONS  and  WILMOT. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Joshua 
Kennedy,  deceased,  and  progress  on  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Lyon  and  Howard. 

The  question  was  stated  on  ordering  the  en- 
grossment of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Joshua  Kennedy,  deceased. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  the 
previous  question,  v/hich  was  seconded. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table.     Ayes  48,  noes  06,  a  quorum  not  voting. 

Mr.  HAMMONS  moved  an  adjournment.  Lost, 
ayes  44,  noes  74. 

A  quorum  having  appeared,  the  'question  was 
again  put  on  laying  the  bill  on  tfie  table,  and  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative.    Ayes  49,  noes  68. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and, 
being  engrossed,  was  passed.    Ayes  77,  noes  59. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Saturday,  June  17, 1848. 

The  Chair  comi^ienced  calling  the  calendar  of 
private  bills,  when 

Mr.  DAYTON  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  reso- 
lution, which  he  was  instructed  to  submit  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Symptoms  of  opposition  being  exhibited — 

Mr.  DAYTON  requested  permission  as  a  favor 
personal  to  himself,  when,  by  unanimous  assent, 
he  staled  that  heretofore,  in  taking  the  decennial 
census,  there  had  been  great  defects,  owing  to  the 
hasty  manner  in  which  the  preliminary  arrange- 
ments were  made.  He  instanced  the  return  of 
emigrants  in  the  last  census,  the  total  number  of 
wJiich  as  reported  was  considerably  below  the 
number  which  arrived  at  New  York  alone.  All 
the  numerous  defects,  which  have  heretofore  been 
so  apparent,  might  be  avoided  hereafter  by  timely 
reflection  and  early  movemenla  to  obtain  and 
classify  all  the  varie4y  of  useful  information  which 
ought  to  be  collected  and  presented  in  the  most 
simple  and  accurate  form  in  this  decennial  docu- 
ment. This  could  be  readily  and  efTectually  done, 
at  a  small  comparative  expense.  He  hoped  that 
the  Senate  would  acquiesce  in  the  correctness  of 
these  views. 

Mr.  D.  submitted  the  following  resolution,  and 
asked  its  immediate  consideration: 

R'ivdi>ed,^c.,  'J'liat  a  sum  not  exceeding  $7(10  he  appro- 
priat.Ml,  out  of  any  nionoy  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise 
a|i[iri)priati'd,  for  lijc  paMn(Mit  of  such  person  or  pers(nis  as 
the  .Secretary  of  8t.Tt^  may  employ,  under  and  by  virliic  of 
thi^  n'sojulion,  to  pn-pare  a  plan  for  takin!"  the  ccni-iis  of 
)8.')(J — unihodyin;;  ihenin  all  important  information  wliicii 
may  lie  procured  abroad  and  at  home,  in  res|)ict  to  details 
as  to  our  population,  productive  industry,  and  rcMjurces; 
and  aut'gesiing  the  entire  outlines  of  the  best  nu;tliod  to  be 
PKramad,  tb«  Bul)Joat-matt«r«  to  li«  amkracad,  and  tb*  alaa- 


sifjcation  to  be  adopted  in  the  lakinar  of  said  census,  and  that 
he  report  the  same  to  tins  or  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.     Let  it  lie  over. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  private  calendar,  when  the  following  bills 
were  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
were  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  passed: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Phineas  Carpenter,  ad- 
ministrator of  John  Cox,  deceased,  of  Boston; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  heirs  of  John 
Snyder,  deceased; 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  James  Brown,  deceased; 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  W.  Nye,  assignee  of 
Peter  Bargy  and  Hugh  Stewart; 

Bill  for  the  relief  o(  B.  W.  Slaughter,  lateSec- 
retary  of  State  for  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin. 

The  Senate  then  vi'ent  into  Executive  session; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned.  • 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,.  Jimc  19,  1848. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Speaker  at  the  usual  hour 
of  meeting — 

The  Clerk  called  the  House  to  order,  and  said 
that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Speaker  sta- 
ting that  on  account  of  indisposition  he  was  unable 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  Chair  this  day. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said  he  had  been  requested  by 
the  Speaker  to  inform  the  House,  that  owing  to  a 
slight  indisposition,  he  was  unable  to  attend  the 
session  of  the  House  this  day.  He  held  in  his  hand 
a  letter  he  had  received  from  his  physician  inform- 
ing him  that  he  deemed  it  imprudent  for  the  Speaker 
to  leave  his  room  to-day.  He  had,  since  the  receipt 
of  the  letter,  examined  the  precedents  relating  to 
cases  like  this.  He  had  found  that  on  some  occa- 
sions the  House  had  adjoin-ned;on  others,  they  had 
proceeded  to  elect  a  Speaker  pro  tempore  by  ballot. 
He  did  not  know  what  course  the  House  would 
be  disposed  to  take.  In  the  pressure  of  ]")ublic  busi- 
ness at  this  time,  he  apprehended  they  would  hardly 
be  disposed  to  adjourn,  as  the  Speaker's  indispo- 
sition was  slight:  he  hoped  he  would  be  able  to 
resume  his  attendance  here  to-day  or  to-morrow. 
By  resolution  some  gentleman  might  be  appointed 
to  act  as  Speaker  for  this  day;  if  the  Speaker  were 
unable  to  attend  to-morrow,  the  House  could  then 
appoint  a  Speaker  for  that  day.  He  threw  out 
these  remarks  by  way  of  suggestion,  and  should 
acquiesce  in  anything  that  migat  be  done.  In  order 
to  expedite  proceedings,  he  would  venture  to  pro- 
pose that  the  Hon.  Mr.  Burt,  of  South  Carolina, 
be  requested  to  act  as  Speaker  this  day. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  seconded  the  motion. 

The  question  being  propounded  by  the  Clerk, 
it  was  unaniinousiy  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  Burt  was 
conducted  to  the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  then  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  (chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads)  called  up  ihe  post- 
route  bill  which  had  been  passed  over  informally 
in  order  that  it  might  be  printed.  Having  been 
printed,  he  presumed  no  gentleman  would  object 
to  it,  and  he  knew  of  no  reason  why  it  should  not 
be  passed  this  morning. 

With  reference  to  the  difficulty  siiggested  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vinton]  the  other  day, 
he  would  stale,  for  the  information  of  gentlemen, 
that  since  (his  bill  was  before  the  House  on  Friday 
last,  on  examination  he  found  that  the  bill  em- 
bracing the  amendments  of  the  gentleman  from 
Texas  [Mr.  Kaufman]  did  involve  a  question  of 
the  jurisdictiot)  of  the  State  of  Texas,  providing  as 
it  did  for  a  post  route  from  Corpus  Christi  to  the 
Rio  Grande. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  suggested,  that  as  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  had  not  yet  received  printed 
copies  of  the  bill,  it  be  informally  passed  over  until 
to-morrow;  which,  after  some  conversation,  was 
agreed  to. 

CLAIMS  OF  ALABAMA. 

Mr.  HOtJ.STON,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Coin- 
mitteeof  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
the  Senate  bi'll  authorizing  the  payment  of  interest 
upon  the  advances  made  by  the  State  of  Alabama 
for  the  Uniitd  States  Gov«rnm«nt,  in  the  supprea 
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sion  of  the  Creel<  Indian  hostilities  of  183G  and 
1837  in  Alabama,  and  for  other  purposes,  reported 
the  same  back  to  the  House  with  an  amendment, 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  said  this  bill  included  a  pro- 
vision in  which  several  other  States  as  well  as  Ala- 
bama were  interested.  As  passed  by  the  Senate, 
it  authorized  a  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  sev- 
erafStates  for  expenditures  made  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain.  It  would  be  recollected 
by  the  House,  that  there  were  some  outstandnig 
questions  of  considerable  interest  and  importance 
between  several  of  the  States  of  this  Union  and 
the  General  Government,  for  expenditures  made 
by  them  during  the  war  of  1812.  Maryland  was 
one  of  those  States.  Tlie  Trea.surer  of  Maryland 
*  and  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, for  several  years  bad  been  entleavoring 
to  adjust  upon  principles  of  equity  the  differences 
existing  between  them.  The  bill  which  had  pas.sed 
the  Senate  contained  a  provision  which  autho- 
rized the  settlement  of  these  accounts  on  principles 
of  equity.  He  understood  the  amendment  report- 
ed, and  now  before  the  House,  precluded  the  set- 
tlement of  any  of  these  accounts  except  those  of 
the  State  of  Alaljama.  If  he  was  misinformed, 
he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  would  cor- 
rect him. 

The  bill  and  amendment  having  been  read  at  his 
request,  Mr.  C.  moved  to  refer  them  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  said  the  bill  as 
originally  brought  forward,  applied  alone  to  the 
State  of  Alabama;"  but,  by  an  amendment  which 
was  made  in  the  Senate,  upon  motion  of  a  Senator 
from  Maryland,  it  was  extended  so  as  to  apply  to 
all  of  the  States  which  had  made  advances  in  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  (of  the  House)  were  unani- 
'  mously  opposed  to  incorporating  in  this  bill  any 
general  provision  bringing  up  all  of  the  loans  and 
advances  made  by  the  various  States  to  the  Gov- 
ernment during  the  war  of  1812. 

The  most,  if  not  all  of  those  States  had  received 
interest  on  their  advances;  but,  in  every  instance, 
without  exception — so  far  as  tlie  committee  could 
ascertain — the  interest  was  paid  under  a  special 
enactment  of  Congress,  for  the  particular  State 
making  the  application.  By  examination,  it  would 
be  found  that  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Delaware, 
Pennsylvania,  South  Carolina,  Maryland,  and,  he 
believed,  every  one  of  the  States  that  had  advanced 
money  for,  or  loaned  money  to,  the  United  States, 
had  received  interest  for  it,  under  a  special  act,  in 
each  case. 

In  1826  Maryland  had  received  over  $66,500  of 
interest  upon  an  advance  of  some  |,292,000;  and, 
if  his  memory  had  not  failed  him,  he  believed  two 
acts  had  already  been  passed  for  her  benefit.  He 
did  not  intend  now  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
claim  brought  forward  by  Maryland.  His  object 
was  to  let  each  case  stand  or  fall  upon  its  own 
merits.  Alabama  needed  no  prop  in  this  matter, 
further  than  fairness  and  justice  required  from  her 
sister  States.  Her  claim  was  a  just  one;  and  all 
she  wanted  was,  that  it  should  be  adjudicated — 
that  Congress  should  now  hear  it.  In  her  case, 
the  facts  were  before  the  House.  There  could  be 
no  fear  of  legislating  in  the  dark.  It  was  very 
fully  made  out.  Such  had  been  the  universal  and 
uninterrupted  practice  of  Congress  heretofore  with 
the  other  States;  and  he  asked  -the  same  for  Ala- 
bama. Such  was  not  the  case  with  Maryland's 
present  claim.  She  had  presented  us  no  facts. 
Her  case  (if  any  she  has)  was  not  made  out;  and 
it  was  unfair  for  lier  to  attempt  to  fasten  it  to  a 
case  so  clear  and  so  eminently  just,  and  deserving 
of  the  speedy  action  of  Congiess  as  was  that  of 
Alabama. 

In  1826  Maryland  was  allowed  her  interest. 
She  in  tlial  year  had  two  settlements,  or  partial 
settlements,  with  this  Government  for  interest — 
the  last  one  in  December  of  that  year — more  than 
ten  year.s  after  the  close  of  the  war;  and  if  a  greater 
sum  was  then  due  to  her,  why  did  she  not  collect 
it?  why  did  .';he  not  bring  in  her  claim  for  it?  why 
did  she  not  demand  it.'  We  were  bomid  to  pre- 
sume that  she  received  at  that  lime  ull  she  claimed. 
Her  settlement  wa.s  of  record.  Again:  It  had  been 
more  than  the  third  of  a  century  since  the  advance 
Was  made  u[)on  which  she  now  claims  interest. 
and  almost  a  qtianei'  of  a  centui'y  since  her  foriiK  r 
settlement  vvidi  this  Government  was  made  for 
interest.     And  he  would  lika  to  know  why  she 


had  .?o  long  slept  upon  her  rights.  Did  she  not 
know,  wi^en  she  made  her  otiier  settlements,  that 
her  present  claim  was  due.''  If  she  did,  wliy  has 
it  been  held  >up  or  neglected  so  long?  Can  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland  point  to  any  ijill  or 
proposition  which  any  of  Maryland's  represent- 
atives had  brought  forward  for  it?  If  so,  he  would 
like  to  see  it.  It  is  only  brought  forward  in  this 
instance,  as  an  amend  nient  to  the  bill  for  the  benefit 
of  Alabama.  It  underwent  no  supervision  or  ex- 
amination of  any  committee  of  the  Senate,  as  he 
understood  it.  It  hud  been  unanimously  rejected 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  this 
House;  and  now  he  put  it  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  whether  Alabama  was  to  be  embar- 
rassed, and  her  liili  defeated,  because,  unfortu- 
nately, Maryland  had  thcjught  proper  to  attempt 
to  put  her  claim  in  the  same  bill?  He  hoped  not. 
He  appealed  to  the  Representatives  of  Maryland 
to  let  their  case  stand  upon  its  own  merits — make 
it  out  by  collecting  and  presenting  to  Congress  the 
facts — let  Congress  see  and  know  whether  it  is 
just  or  unjust;  but  do  not  delay  or  defeat  Alaba- 
ma, because  your  own  claim  is  not  ready  to  be 
heard,  or  your  case  is  not  made  out.  As  he  had 
been  able  to  understand  the  claim  of  Maryland,  it 
was  not  a  claim  for  interest  in  truth,  on  an  item 
advanced  or  loaned  to  the  United  States,  and  whicli 
had  not  been  taken  into  the  account  in  her  former 
settlement  with  this  Government;  but  it  was  an 
effort  to  open  the  former  settlement,  and  calculate 
interest  upon  a  dili'erent  principle  than  the  one" 
adopted  in  the  first  settlement,  and  in  that  way  in- 
crease the  amount.  Fie  had  made  these  remarks, 
not  with  a  view  to  show  that  Maryland's  claim 
was  unjust,  or  that  it  should  not  be  allowed;  but 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  it  was  not  in. a 
condition  to  be  acted  upon  now  by  Congress — 
that  it  was  a  contested,  disputed  claim — and  if 
persisted  in,  as  an  amendment  to  this  bill,  that  it 
would  inevitably  defeat  it,  for  the  present  at  least. 
The  claim  of  Alabama  was  not  disputed.  Its  jus- 
tice and  the  necessity  of  its  speedy  payment  had 
been  acknowledged  by  a  tuianimous  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee  of  the  Senate,  as  well  as  its 
unanimous  passage  through  that  body.  The  same 
was  true  in  regard  to  it  in  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  of  this  House.  That  committee  had 
not  only  stricken  out  the  claim  of  Maryland  with- 
out a  dissenting  voice,  but  it  had  also  unanimously 
agreed  to  the  claim  of  Alabama,  and  authorized 
him  to  ask  the  House  to  pass  it  forthwith,  without 
any  other  reference  of  it  to  any  other  committee. 

Mr.  GENTRY  asked  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama [Mr.  Houston]  if  he  did  not  perceive  that 
he  was  furnishing  an  argument  which  goes  con- 
clusively to  show  the  propriety  of  referring  this 
matter  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  where  it  could  alone  be  discussed? 
He  asked  gentlemen  who  were  interested  in  this 
matter  to  allow  it  to  be  referred,  and  to  reserve  all 
discussion  for  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  where  they  could  make  their 
exposition  of  facts  and  submit  their  arguments. 

Mr.  ASLiMUN  inquired  if  this  bill  did  not 
make  an  appropriation? 

Mr.  HOUSTON  replied  that  it  did. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  then  inquired  if  it  must  not 
necessarily  go  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  ? 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tern,  said  it  must,  unless 
the  House  should  suspend  thB  rules,  or,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  allow  the  bill  to  be  put  upon  its 
passage. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  in  the  course  of  some  further 
explanations,  said  he  thought,  if  gentlemen  were 
acquainted  with  the  facts,  they  would  not  resist 
his  application. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  must  still  insist  on  his  point  of 
order — not  because  he  wished  to  prejudice  the  bill, 
for  he  had  no  doubt  it  had  merits;  but  the  133d  rule 
of  the  House  required  that  all  proceedings  touch- 
ing appropriations  of  money  shall  be  first  discussed 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  the  uniform  practice  of 
the  House  had  been  not  to  allow  a  discussion  on 
the  merits  of  a  measure  which  the  rule  required 
should  be  first  discussed  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  Tlie  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama [Mr.  Houston]  was  not  now  m  order  with- 
out a  suspension  of  that  rule. 

Mr.  HOUSl'ON  said  he  could  not  well  be  in- 
duced to  believe  that  those  gentlemen  who  had 
made   the  points  of  order  on  hira  were  hostile  to 


the  claim  of  his  State.  He  regretted  their  course — 
not  that  he  cared  for  the  points  of  order  raised — 
they  could  not  be  sustained — but  they  indicated  a 
determination  to  refer  this  bill  to  the  state  of  the 
Union,  which,  at  this  sta^e  of  the  se.ssion,  and, 
with  the  .special  orders  now  on  the  calendar,  he 
considered  fatal  to  it.  Those  gentlemen  seemed  to 
think  that  Alabama  should  hold  up  and  take  her 
chances  with  the  other  States  in  a  general  bill. 
Such  Tiad  not  been  the  practice  of  Congress  on  thi.s 
subject;  and  why,  he  asked,  should  they  desire  to 
defeat  Alabama,  because  they  are  not  included  in 
the  same  bill?  Admitting  their  claims  to  be  just 
and  proper  ones  against  this  Government,  does 
that  show  that  because  they  are  not  paid,  therefore 
a  claim  due  to  another  State,  and  acknowledged  on 
all  sides  to  be  just,  should  also  be  defeated?  He 
thought  not.  His  rule  was  to  do  all  the  good  he 
could;  and  if  he  could  pay  one  just  claim  he  would 
do  it,  and  pay  the  others  as  they  might  be  brought 
forward  and  examined. 

He  had  not  gone  fully  into  the  origin  of  the  ad- 
vances of  Alabama;  they  were  made  from  the  high- 
est considerations  of  patriotism;  they  were  made 
to  clothe  and  feed  and  sustain  the  troops  called  out 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  1836 
and  in  1837,  during  the  Creek  Indian  hostilities, 
and  under  circumstances  and  at  a  time  which  made 
it  fall  with  peculiar  hardship  upon  the  State,  and 
which  should  recommend  it  the  more  urgently  to 
the  favoral/le  consideration  and  speedy  action  of 
this  Government.  The  State  had  already  been  a 
heavy  loser  in  the  transaction.  The  rigid  rules 
adopted  by  the  department  here  had  excluded 
several  thousand  dollars,  because  the  vouchers 
could  not  be  properly  arranged  and  authenticated; 
the  State  had  paid  and  must  lose  that  money.  She 
!  had  had  an  agent  here  and  at  home  for  several 
I  years,  under  pay,  preparing  the  vouchers  and  pre- 
I  senting  them  to  Congress;  that  had  cost  her  thou- 
i  sands  of  dollars.  This  bill  had  been  reported 
j  favorably  upon  in  the  Senate  several  times,  and 
hecould  but  believe  it  would  be  promptly  paid. 
Upon  the  very  fund  out  of  which  Alabama  ad- 
vanced the  money  for  this  Government,  she  was 
now  paying  interest  to  this  Government.  Alabama 
had  borrowed  money  of  the  United  States,  which 
formed  a  part  of  her  banking  capital.  Upon  that 
she  pays  interest  to  this  Government,  as  the  agent 
of  the  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians.  Out  of  her 
banksshe  drew  money  and  advanced  for  theUnited 
States;  and  all  she  wants  is  to  obtain,  to  get  back 
the  very  interest  she  has  paid  and  is  now  paying 
to  the  United  States.  He  hoped  that  the  opposi- 
tion would  be  withdrawn,  and  the  bill  passed. 
Let  justice  be  done;  he  asked  no  more;  Alabama 
wanted  nothing  else. 
The  motion  to  commit  was  agreed  to. 

A   PERSONAL  MATTER. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tcm.  presented  to  the  House 
a  communication  from  Captain  William  Ramsay, 
of  the  United  States  navy,  stating  that  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House  on  the  13th  instant,  as  re- 
ported in  the  National  Intelligencer,  he  found  that 
a  petition  had  been  presented  which  reflected  on 
his  character,  in  relation  to  which  he  submitted  a 
long  statement. 

The  reading  was  called  for;  and,  when   it  was 
partially  read,  on  motion  the  further  reading  was 
dispensed  with,  and  it  waa  referred  to  the  Commit- . 
tee  on  Naval  Aflairs,  to   which  the  petition   com- 
plained of  had  been  referred. 

COMMANDER  DEKAY's  CLAIM. 

Mr.  McDOWELL  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  House  report,  with  its  accompanyirrg 
joint  resolutiiin,  aiitiinrizin?  the  aocoiiiiliiig  o(lictM>  of  ihe 
treasury  cliatged  with  IIk;  tettleiueiit  of  thu  accounts  uf  ttie 
navy,  to  .si.'tlln  and  pny  the  exp^'iisos  of  tlie  United  Snues 
sliip'  lVI;u-odMii;in,()ii  her  recent  voyage  to  Iii-I.md  and  Scot- 
land, lie  mad.'  tlie  special  order  of  the  day  for  Saturday,  the 
24th  instant,  and  so  continue  until  disposed  of. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  FICKLIN  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  SMI  IT-I,  of  Indiana,  made  a  point  of  order 
as  to  the  motion  in  reference  to  a  bill  which  was 
still  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  inquired  whether  this  was  not 
a  bill,  in  fact,  for  the  relief  of  Commander  DeKay  ? 
whether  this  was  not  a  private  bill?  and  whcthef 
the  motion  was  anything  else  than  an  altempl  to 
take  up  a  private  bill  out  of  its  order,  and  in  pref- 
erenca  to  hundreds  of  others  equally  meritorious? 
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Mr.  McDowell  n-ankly  ncknowledged  that 
this  was  a  biil  for  ilie  relief  of  Commander  De- 
Kay,  and  that  his  ol  jpct  was  to  get  immediate  ac- 
tion by  thu  House  upon  that  bill. 

A  de^aie  on  order  ensued,  in  which  Rlepsrs. 
rrCKLLV,  iMcCLELLAxN'D,  SIMS,  JO^^ES  of 
Tennessee,  CABELL,  and  others,  took  part,  and 
which  resulted  in  a  refusal  by  the  House  to  sus- 
pend the  rules. 

MEMORIAL  OF  CHICAGO  CONVENTION. 
Mr.  .TOHNSON,  of  Tennes.sec,  demanded   the 
order  of  the  clay;  and  tlie  CHAIR  stated  that  order 
to  he  the  calling  of  the  Stales  for  memorials  and 
petitions. 

The  call  being  resumed  at  the  State  of  Illinois, 
and  that  Siate  having  been  called — 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  Chicago  Convention  in  behalf  of  river  aiid^ 
harbor  impvoven)ents,  and  moved  that  it  be  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
printed. 

Mr.  HUjN'T,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  | 
advocated  with   much  earnestness   the   motion   to  I 
print,  basing  his  argument,  1st,  on  the  great  and 
vital  importance  of  the  subject  to  the  interests  of  ' 
the  American  people — a  more  important  paper  had  ; 
not,  he  observed,  come  before  Congress  for  many  i 
years;  and  2J,  on   the  distinguished  ability  with  j 
which  it  h;\(l  been  drawn  up.     It  contained  an  ar-  j 
gumenl  on  the  constitutional  power  of  this  Govern- 
meiitpver  the  navigation  of  the  country  and  theim-  ' 
provement  of  its  rivers  and  harbors,  which  would 
be  found  unanswerable.     It  had  been  [n'epared  by 
a  genileniaii  who  had  rendered,  in  various  eminent 
stations  of  |iublic  ti-ust,  very  important  services  to 
the  country  and  the  Government.     This  formed  an 
additional  reason  why  the  memorial  should  receive 
the  respeciful  attention  of  the  House.     'But,  more 
than  all,  this  re.spect  was  due  to  the  occasion  which 
called  forth  this  eloquent  and  cogent  expression  of 
enlightened  public  opinion.     The  paper  came  from 
a  Convention  assembled  at  Chicago  for  the  express 
purpose  of  taking  these  subjects  into  consideration. 
In  that  di£tin£;uished  assemblage  of  tnc  people,  rep- 
resentatives wei'e  present  from  eighteen  States  of 
this  Union,  and  this  memorial  ennbodied  the  senti- 
ments of  that  body  in  regard  to  the  obligation   of 
the  General   Government  to   provide  for  the   im- 

Krovement  of  the  rivers  and  harbors  of  the  Union. 
lany  States  were  represented  in  that  Convention 
by  very  large  delegations;  and  the  unanimity  with 
■which  they  agreed  on  the  adoption  of  this  memo- 
rial was  evidt;nce  of  the  deep  hold  which  this  ques- 
tion had  taken  on  tlie  |uil)lic  mind.  Great  anxiety 
prevailed  iliat  the  subjectshould  receive  ihesjiecdy 
action  of  Cuni^ress,  and  it  was  certainly  a  just  and 
reasonable  expectation,  and  one  which  the  House 
could  iiot  respectfully  disregard.  • 

Several  bills  had   been  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  for  the  improvement  of  rivers 
and  harijors,  l)ut  none  of  them  had  yet  been  taken 
up;  nor  had  any  motion  succeeded  to  suspend  the  ' 
rules  for  their  consideration,   nor  had  they  been  || 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day.     But  the  ex-  jj 
pression   of  public  opinion  was  general  and  em-  jj 
phatic,  find  it  v.-ould  prove  irresistible.  jl 

Jt  was  no  answer  to  say  tlial  the  Executive  had  1[ 
refused  his  sanction  to  hills  on  this  sultjeci.     The  \\ 
people  did  not  inquire  what   the   President  would 
or  would  not  do;  they  expected  and  they  demand- 
ed that  their  representatives  should  do  their  duty. 
Gentlemen  were  called   on    by  the   necessities  of 
"their  country,  and  they  would  find  that  that  coun- 
•  try  would  not  t)e  satisfied  if  the  duly  was  not  done. 
Tlie  oppt-sition  of  the   lilxecutive  was  but  a  tem- 
porary klh:,',  which  would  shortly  be  removed  by 
the  force  of  popular  opinion.     In  the  hope  that  the 
House  would  .■-peedily  act  on  this  memorial,  and 
adopt  satisfactory  measures  on  the  whole  sulqect,  j 
Mr.  H.  would  conclude   by  moving  ihe  pieviotis  ' 
question. 

The  call  for  the  pr^jvious  question  was  seconded  i 
by  the  Hou^e.  The  previous  quesuon  was  there- 
upon put  and  carried,  and  the  niain  question  being  I 
on  referrin;x  'he  memorial  to  ihe  Committre  on  ! 
Commerce  and  ordering  it  to  be  printed,  it  was  de-  I 
Cided  in  the  atfirmative,  as  follow.^:         '  | 

YUAS — .\le  .sr!4.  Ailanix,  Asliinun,  Barrow,  Rtltlier.  I',iii(;-  I 
ham,    lll.iiii'li.iril,   iirai4y,   Biiekiier,  (Jubell,  Ciinli.v.  CIjm{i- 
miiii,  Cx'kr,  Ciillaiiicr,  Collins,  CoiiLn-r,  Cranston,  Cri-licid, 
Croucll,  Cri  7.ii;r,   CmniiiiiH,   Diirliii;.',  Jiickey,   Dickiii-un,  ! 
Dnni^nll.    Dm  r.   Diiiii  I    Ddiicaii,  U  inii.lt  Diinraii,  iJiinn, 
Eckrrt,  EiliVHi.ls,  l-:iril>r(;e,  IVaiiiaii  i;vaii-<.  I\irii'lly,  Fi^lier,  j 
Freidl.;y,  Uayl  ■,  Gentry,  (Jid.lriiBs,  tiott,  Grijynry,  Gilnnell,  ' 
Hale,  Natban  K.  Hall,  Jameii  G.  Hampton,  Moses  Haiiiptuu,  i 


Mcnlcy,  Henry,  Elias  B.  Holiiips,  John  W.  Unustoii,  HuIj- 
bard,  ilud:^on,  Hnnt,  Charles  J.  Iii^ersoll,  Josepli  1!.  Inucr 
Roll,  Jenkins,  Kellogai,  Thomas  B.  Kins;,  Daniel  P.  King, 
I.ahrn,  VVillinin  T.  Lau-rptioc,  Sidney  Liwrencp,  Leffler, 
L'^vinj  Lincoln,  Lyiide,  Maclay,  iVIcClcllniKl,  Mi'Ilvaine, 
Jol)  Miiiin.  Hoi  ace  Mann,  ftlMrsh.  Marvin,  Mure  head,  iMoiris, 
Miirphv.  Nil-on.  Nes,  N^wall,  Niooll.  Onilaw,  Perk,  Pelrie, 
Pittit,  Polloik.Pri.'Ston,  Riclicv,R(iekhill,  Julius  Itockwill, 
John  A.  Uockwi-il,  Roman,  Rmnsty,  St.  John,  Sohenek, 
S^eppcrd,  Sherrill,  Silve-ter,  StiiiKeiiand,  Calrl>  B.  Smith, 
R>l)eit  Smith,  Starkweather,  Stepliens,  Andnw  St.^wart. 
Charles  E.  Stuart.  Strohm,  Sironz,  Tailmadm;,  Ta.ilor,  Tlii- 
bidraiix,  James  Tliompson,  Richard  W.  Thonipsrm,  John 
B.  Tiionijison,  William  Tlinmpson,  Tuiripkins,  Toombs, 
Tnciv,  Turner,  Vinton,  Warren,  Weiitvvorth,  White,  Wil- 
iiiot,  and  Wilson — I'-Ja. 

MAYS — Messrs.  Aikinson,  Bayly,  Beale,  Birdsall,  Bow- 
don,  Biiwliii,  Bovd,  Brodhead,  VVillium  G.  Brown,  Chase, 
)<everly  L.  Claik",  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb, 
Daniel,  Feathoiston,  Ficklin,  l'"rer)ch,  Fries,  Tulton,  Gog- 
gin,  Green,  Hammons,  Haralson,  Harris,  Hill,  George  S. 
Houston,  Iniie,  Andrew  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Jolnison, 
Gnor^jc  W.  Jon<-s,  Kaufman,  ICennon,  Liston.  Lumpkin, 
IMcClpniaiid,  iVIeDowell,  McKay,  Milb-'r,  Morse,  P^-aslee, 
Peyton,  I'hc^lps,  Fillsbury,  Sawyer,  Sims,  Smart,  Thomas, 
Jacob  Thompson,  T!nii>ton,  Venal/le,  Wallace,  Wick, 
Wiley,  Williams,  and  Woodward — 56. 

So  the  rnemorial  was  referred  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

DUTIES  ON  LUXURIES. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  offer  the 
following  resolution: 

Reiolvcd,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  n  porliiig  a  bill 
increa.-'ing  the  duties  on  foreign  luxuries  of  all  kiiid^,andon 
such  foreign  manufactures  as  are  now  coming  into  ruimms 
cimipetiliou  with  American  labor. 

Tlic  question  on  the  suspension  of  the  rules  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Ashirum,  Burrow,  Belcher,  Blan- 
chard,  Brady,  Cliapman,  Cocke, Collamer,  Conger,  Craii.- ton, 
Crislield,  Crowell,  Crozim-,  Ciiinmins,  Dickey,  Donnell, 
Duer,  Daniel  Duncan,  Eekert,  Edwards,  Embree,  Nathan 
Evans,  Farielly,  Fisher,  Flonrnoy,  Freedley,  Gajle,  Gid- 
dinj^s,  Go.'gin,  Gott,  Gregory,  Ghnuell,  Hale,  Nathan  K. 
Hal;,  James  (i.  Hampton,  ivlo.-es  Hampton,  Henry,  Elias  B. 
Holmes  J'dm  VV.  Hcju^^ton,  Hulibard.  Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph 
R.  Jiif^ersell,  Jenkins,  Kellong,  Thomas  Butler  Kim;,  Daniel 
P.  Kiii^,  William  T.  Lawrence,  Levin,  Liiieoln,  .Mcilvaine, 
Horace  Mann,  Marsh,  Marvin,  Morehead,  Nelson,  Nes, 
Newall,  Outlaw,  Peek,  Pollock,  Preston,  Julius  Rockwell, 
Jolin  A.  Rockwell,  Roman,  Riimsey,  St.  Jolia,  Schenck, 
Shepperd,  Slierrill,  Silve^ler,  Slingerland,  Caleb  B.  Bmilh, 
Tniiimn  Smith,  Starkweather,  Su^iihens,  Andrew  Stewart, 
Tallinadge,  Taylor,  Thibodtaux,  Rieliard  W.  Tlionipson, 
Tompkins,  Vinton,  Warren,  and  Wilson — 83. 

NAYS— fVIessrs.  Atkinson,  Ba>ly,  Bealc,  Bingham,  Bird- 
sall, Bueock,  Bovvdoii,  Bovvhn,  Boyd,  Bridges,  William  G. 
Brown,  Caihcart,  Chase,  Beverly  L.  Clark,  Howell  Cobb, 
Vi^illiamson  R.  W.  Cobb, Daniel,  barling,Dickiiison,  Dunn, 
Faran,  Featherston,  Fickhn,  French,  Fries,  Fulton,  Green, 
Haralscm,  Harmaiison,  H  oris,  Hill,  George  S.  Houston, 
Inge,  Andrr;w  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  George  VV. 
Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennon,  Lalim,  Leffler,  Liuon,  Lumpkin, 
Lyiide,  Maclay,  McClellaiiil,  MeClernand,  McDowell,  Mc- 
Kay, Job  Mann,  Meade,  Morris,  Morse,  Murphy,  Nicoll, 
Peaslee,  Petrie,  Pettit,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pillsbnry,  Rhelt, 
Ricliey,  Rockhill,  Sawyer,  SiUKs,  Smart,  Robert  Smith, 
Charles  E.  Smart,  Strong,  Thomas,  James  Thompson,  Jacob 
Thompson,  William  Thom|).-on,  Turner,  Venable,  Wallace, 
Wcntworth,  Wick,  VVilei',  Williams,  Wilmot,  and  Wood- 
ivard— 82. 

Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted: 

Rcsolverl,  That  when  the  House  adjourns  to-day,  it  adjourn 
to  meet  at  ten  o'clock  a.  m.  to-mori'ovv;  and  that  hereafter 
the  hour  of  the  daily  ineetings  of  the  House  shall  be  ten 
o'clock  a.  m.,  unless  otlieruise  ordered  by  the  House. 

INTERNATIONAI,  EXCHANGES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MUP.PHY,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  to  regulate  the  exchange 
of  certain  documents  and  other  publications  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  MURPHY  .said,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union  had  been  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  this  bill 
some  days  since,  and  after  it  had  come  into  the 
House  it  had  been  passed  over  informally  upon 
an  objection  raised  liy  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  McKay;]  thegenileinan  had  since 
examined  the  bill,  and  had  therefore  withdrawn 
hia  olijection.  He  ho])ed  the  bill  would  be  passed 
without  delay. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  demanded 
the  ]irevious  fjuestion. 

Mr.  McKAY  (the  demand  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion being  wiihdiawn  at  his  request,  and  on  pledge 
of  its  renewal)  said,  he  hud  objected  to  the  bill 
under  the  impression  that  it  interfered  niore  ma- 
terially with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  184G  (ihe 
tarillacl)  than  he  now  found  it  did.  He  therefore 
waived  liis  olijection  on  this  ]uiint.  But  there  was  j 
another  point  which  he  did  think  somewhat  im-  I 


portant;  he  hoped  the  friends  of  the  bill  would 
modify  it  in  this  respect.  '  It  gave  authority  to  the 
Library  Committee  indefinitely  for  all  time  to  come 
to  appoint  these  au:enis,  without  limiiation  either 
as  to  time  or  to  salaries.  He  moved  to  add  a  pro- 
viso, that  this  act  shall  continue  in  force  two  years, 
and  no  longer;  and  renewed  the  detviand  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  MURPHY,  (Mr.THOMpsoNhavingfurther 
waived  the  demand  for  the  previous  question,  on 
pledge  by  Mr.  M.  of  its  renewal,}  for  the  purpose 
of  meeting  the  olijection  of  his  friend  from  North 
Carolina,  moved  to  insert  in  the  third  section  fifth 
line  the  words  "  agency  and,"  so  that  it  should 
read  that  this  two  thousand  dollars  should  be  ap- 
propriated for  that  purpose.  If  there  was  no  other 
appropriation  rnade  for  these  agencies,  it  was  pei'- 
fectly  evident  there  could  be  no  such  authority 
exercised  by  the  Library  Committee  to  bind  this 
House. 

He  was  asked  why  he  objected  to  this  proviso 
to  limit  the  operation  of  the  bill  to  two  years.  He 
replied,  that  this  was  or  was  not  a  valuable  agency 
for  the  States  and  the  General  Government.  The 
Library  Committee  were  of  opinion,  and  he  doubted 
not  a  majority  of  the  House  were  of  the  opinion, 
that  it  was  one  of  the  greatest  objects  that  could 
command  the  attention  of  Congress,  having  in 
view,  he  might  say,  the  fraiernizalion  of  nations; 
making  them  acquainted  with  each  other's  laws 
and  institutions.  It  merely  provided  that  there 
might  be  sent  from  this  country  to  Europe,  and 
received  from  the  nations  of  Eu,rope,  the  laws  and 
public  records  of  each  other.  That  was  not  an 
object  for  two  years;  he  hoped  it  might  be  con- 
tinued for  all  time.  If  it  should  prove  in  the  course 
of  two  years  to  work  ill.  Congress  would  have  it 
in  its  power,  and  could  repeal  it. 

Mr.  McKAY,  (in  his  seat.)  If  it  works  well, 
we  can  renew  it. 

Mr.  MURPHY.  If  it  works  ill,  we  can  repeal- 
it.     I  renew  the  dentand  for  the  previous  question. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  question  was  sec- 
onded, and,  under  its  operation,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed,  and  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 
Mr.  CROWELL,  by  general  consent,  intro- 
duced the  following  bill,  of  which  previous  notice 
had  been  given,  to  repeal  the  first  section  of  an  act 
concerning  the  District  of  Columbia,  approved 
February  27,  ISO],  and  for  other  purposes: 

Be  it  enacted,  i^'c.  That  the  first  section  of  an  act  concern- 
ing the  District  of  (Columbia,  approved  February  27,  A.  D. 
1801,  and  all  other  acts  and  parts  of  acts  that  in  any  iimuiier 
interfere  with,  regulate,  or  su^tain  the  institution  of  slavery 
in  said  District  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  repealed. 

TROOPS  ENGAGED  IN  MEXICO. 

Mr.  COCKE  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  resolu- 
tion directing  the  Committee  on  Printing  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  priiitina;  10,000  extra  copies 
of  Executive  document  No.  (i2,  as  revised  and  cor- 
rected by  the  Adjutant  General,  being  a  report 
from  that  officer,  showing  the  number  of  United 
States  troops  that  have  been  engaged  in  the  war 
with  Mexico;  the  number  who  have  been  killed, 
died  of  wounds,  &c.      It  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  C.  then  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 
to  enable  him  to  ofi^er  the  resolution:  Yeas  92, 
nays  43;  two-thirds  votiiit;  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  sus|iended,  and  the  resolution  was  re- 
ceived, and  under  the  ofieration  of  the  previous 
question  (moved  by  Mr.  C.)  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  motion  submitted  several  da.y  since  by  Mr. 
RocicwELL,  of  Connecticut,  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  leave  was  granted  for  the  withdrawal 
of  the  petition  and  papers  in  the  case  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  John  Johnson,  was  taken  up; 
and, after  a  briefconversation  between  Mr.  ROCK- 
WELL and  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  was,  un- 
der the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  agreed 
to. 

VIRGINIA  MILITARY  LAND  WARRANTS. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
to  enable  liim  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  im  the  .■'late 
ofthe  I'liion  In;  discliargid  from  the  further  consitli'iatioii 
of  House  bill  eMeiidiii!.'  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  mili- 
tary land  warrants,  ami  reluniinu  suiveys  thereon  to  the 
Geiieral  Land  Olfice,  and  that  t>.e  same  be  put  upon  its 
passage. 

The  question  being  put,  there  were — ayes  87, 
noes  22 — a  quorum  not  voting. 
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Mr.  VENABLE  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 
Lost. 

The  question  on  suspendin°:  the  rules  was  again 
put,  and  there  were  ayes  96,  noes  29. 

Two-thirds  having;  voted  n\  the  affirmative,  thf; 
idles  were  sus[)ended,  and  the  resolution  was  read 
and  agre«d  to. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  bill  extending  the 
time  for  locating  Virginia  military  land  warrants, 
&c. 

iVIr.  TAYLOR  explained  the  provisions  of  the 
bill,  and  urired  its  immediate  passage.  He  said, 
as  it  was  merely  a  local  measure,  which  could  not 
be  injurious  to  any  other  portion  of  the  Union,  he 
could  not  suppose  there  would  be  any  serious  op- 
position to  it.  It  related  to  that  part  of  the  State 
of  Ohio  known  as  the  Virginia  military  district  of 
Ohio,  lying  between  the  Scioto  river,  the  Little 
Miami,  and  the  river  Ohio,  embracing  some  four 
millions  of  acres  nr  more.  ThaS  district,  when 
the  r.essions  of  publier  land  were  made  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  was  reserved  by  Virginia  for  her  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  continental  -army  who 
served  in  the  revolutionary  war.  The  greater  part 
of  that  land  had  been  surveyed  and  located,  leaving 
but  some  two  hundred  thousand  acres  of  very  in- 
ferior quality,  which  was  particularly  described  in 
the  annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land 
Office,  in  document  No  2  of  the  present  session. 
These  two  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  were 
the  only  remaining  public  lands  in  the  State  of 
Ohio  that  were  unsurveyed,  and  unless  this  bill 
were  passed,  the  public  land  office  at  Chilicothe 
would  be  closed.  In  fact,  it  had  been  suspended 
since  the  first  of  January  last  for  want  of  author- 
ity, which  had  been  renewed  repeatedly  during 
the  last  twenty  years,  to  extend  the  time  to  sur- 
vey and  locate  those  lands.  The  last  act  of  that 
character  was  passed  in  the  month  of  August,  1844, 
extending  the  time  to  the  1st  of  January,  1848; 
but  still  there  were  some  portions  remaining  un- 
surveyed and  not  located,  for  which  the  authority 
of  this  bill  was  necessary.  The  passage  of  this 
-bill  would  work  no  injustice  to  anybody.  It  was 
not  for  Ohio  alone  that  he  asked  for  the  passage 
of~this  measure,  for  it  would  extend  the  right  to 
locate  land  warrants  to  those  who  held  them, 
whether  they  resided  in  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Ohio, 
or  any  other  State.  And  surely  they  ought  to  be 
allowed  this  privilege.  After  fully  explaining  his 
object,  and' making  some  allusions  to  another 
measure  in  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
[Mr.  Goggin]  took  some  interest,  he  said  he  was 
unwilling  to  consume  the  time  of  the  House  at 
greater  length  than  was  necessary.  He  was  not 
in  the  habit  of  occupying  much  of  its  time,  and  he 
was  opposed  to  long  speeches  anywhere.  At  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  they  had  better  act  than 
talk.  He  therefore  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded,  and,  under  the  operation 
thereof,  the  following  amendment,  moved  by  Mr. 
Taylor  on  the  3d  of  May  last,  was  agreed  to, 
viz: 

Sec.  2.  That  the  same  riglit  and  privilege  is  hereby  also 
extended  for  the  satne  time  to  all  such  warrants  as  liave 
issued  siibsfqiient  to  said  tenth  day  of  Augu.^t,  A.  D.  184i ; 
provided,  ihiit  before  the  liication  thereof,  it  shall  be  shown 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Oliice  thatsuch  warrant  was  issued  justly  and  legally, 
and  that  the  person  who  received  said  warrant  was  legally 
entitled  to  the  same. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and, 
being  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time  and  pass- 
ed. 

BOUNTY  LAND  CLAIMS. 
Mr.  COLLAMER  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion:. 

Reaolveil,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  L'li'on  be  discharijed  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  House  bill  extending  the  time  (or  satisfying  claims 
for  bounty  hinds  and  for  other  purposes,  and  that  the  same 
be  now  considered  and  disposed  of. 

Mr.  C.  explained  the  necessity  of  passing  this 
bill;  otherwise,  many  holders  of  military  land  war- 
rants would  not  be  able  to  locate  them. 

Mr.  CUMMINS,  Mr.  McCLEllNAND,  and 
Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  also  made  some 
remarks  on  this  bill;  the  latter  gentleman  moving 
the  previous  question,  wiiich  was  seconded;  and, 
ur.der  the  opeiation  thereof,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and,  being  engrossed,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
bill  was  passed  was  laid  on  the  table. 


POSTAGE  ON  NEWSPAPERS. 

Mr.  GGTT  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to 
enable  him  to  offer  a  resolution  to  disciharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stat-e  of  the  Union 
from  the  bill  to  regulate  the  postage  on  newspapers 
and  for  other  purposes,  and  that  the  said  bill  be 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  said,  that  as  he  believed 
no  further  business  of  importance  to  the  country 
would  be  done  this  day,  he  would  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn.     Lost. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  suspension  of 
the  rules  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  there  were  yeas 
12i),  nays  26. 

Two-thirdg  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules 
were  suspended,  and  the  resolution  received. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table.     Lost. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  the 
previous  question;  which  was  seconded,  and,  un- 
der the  operation  thereof,  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  said  bill. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  the  words  "county  or  within,"  in  the 
first,  second,  and  third  sections  of  the  bill,  so  as 
to  allow  all  newspapers  to  pass  free  through  the 
mail  within  the  county  or  ivitliin  thirty  miles  of  the 
ofHce  of  publication. 

Mr.  E.  also  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  suggested  to  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Brodhead]  that  he  should  accept  a  modification 
of  his  amendment  so  as  to  allow  of  all  newspapers 
passing  free  of  postage  when  mailed  to  any  place 
within  the  Congressional  district  in  which  they 
are  or  shall  be  published.  But  he  refused  to  ac- 
cept the  modification  suggested. 

Mr.  BEDINGER  moved  an  adjournment  of  the 
House.     Lost. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded;  and, 
under  the  operation  thereof,  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  was  seconded,  and, under  the  operation 
thereof,  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  a  re- 
consideration of  the  last  vote;  which  motion  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FRENCH  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolution 
to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  from  the  consideration  of  Sen-- 
ate  bill  to  repair  the  dam  at  the  head  of  Cumber- 
land Island,  in  the  Ohio  river,  and  that  said  bill  be 
put  upon  its  passage.     Objection  being  made — 

Mr.  F.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to  ena- 
ble him  to  offer  the  resolution;  but  before  an-y  vote 
was  taken,  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  June  19,  1843. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  rose  and  said,  it  was  known 
to  the  Senate  that  in  the  course  of  the  last  year  a 
convention  had  assembled  at  Chicago,  in  Illinois, 
to  take  into  consideration  the  subject  of  the  im- 
provement of  our  lakes  and  harbors,  particularly 
of  those  in  the  western  States.  That  convention 
adopted  a  series  of  resolutions,  and  appointed  a 
committee,  which  was  charged  with  the  duty  of 
preparing  a  memorial  for  Congress.  That  duty 
had  been  performed,  and  the  task  of  presenting 
that  memorial  had  been  devolvedon  him.  All  he 
could  say  concerning  the  memorial  was,  that  it  was 
a  liighly  respectable  paper.  It  appeared  to  him  to  j 
be  marked  with  much  ability.  It  presented  a  sub- 
ject for  consideration  in  which  there  was  a  well- 
known  diversity  of  opinion  in  Congress.  He  had 
looked  over  the  Journals  for  an  analogous  case  by 
which  he  might  be  directed  as  to  the  course  he 
ought  to  take  in  the  disposition  of  this  paper;  and 
he  had  found  the  proceeding  on  the  subject  of  the 
Memphis  Convention,  which  took  place  in  184(). 
Both  the  memorials  of  these  conventions  were  im- 
portant and  able  papers,  although  they  were  differ- 
ent in  their  views.  The  Memphis  memorial  was 
presented  by  the  honorable  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoun,]  wlio  moved  its  refer- 
ence to  a  select  committee  of  five  members.  He 
would,  therefore,  propose  a  similar  disposition  of 
this  paper.  He  moved  its  reference  to  a  select 
committee  of  five  members,  to  be  appointed   by 


the  Presiding  Officer,  and  that  it  be  printed.    The 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  might  be  induced,  at 
some  other  time,  to  move  for  the  printing  of  an 
extra  number  of  copies,  as  was  done  in  the  ca.se  of 
the  Memphis  memorial. 

The  following  was  announced  by  the  Chair  as 
the  committee:  Messrs.  Webster,  Davis  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Breese,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  and  Bor- 
land. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  also  presented  a  petition  from 
Charles  Colburn,  asking  payment  for  the  full  term 
of  his  enlistment  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  a  petition  from  the  in- 
habitants of  Rosendale,  Wisconsin,  remonstrating 
against  granting  land  to  Mr.  Whitney  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  road  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  LEWIS  presented  a  petition  from  delegates 
of  tlie  Creek  nation,  asking  Congress  to  pass  an 
act  for  the  adjustment  of  their  unsettled  business; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Conmnittee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  petition  from  cit- 
izens of  New  York,  complaining  of  the  Camders 
and  Amboy  railroad,  and  asking  that  Congress 
will  establish  a  post  route  between  Philadelphia 
and  New  York;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  presented  a  petition  from 
Captain  Paynes,  of  a  coiTipany  of  Florida  volun- 
teers, for  pay;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  TURNEY  presented  a  petition  from  the 
late  Choctaw  cominissioners,  praying  the  allow- 
ance of  mileage  for  travel  while  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Perry,  a  Choctaw  Indian,  or  his  assigns, 
without  amendment. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  Senate  bill  to 
regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  Indian  tribes 
residing  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Texas, 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  made  a  report  recommend- 
ing that  the  Senate  concur  in  the  amendment  by 
the  House  to  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Shav/ 
and  Solomon  T.  Corser;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary,  reported  a  bill  to  regulate  the  trial  of  issues 
in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was  read  a  first 
time. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  House  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Graham. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  also,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, made  an  adverse  report  on  House  bill  for 
the  relief  of  James  Porterfield's  legal  representa- 
tives. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  also,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  reported  Senate  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Gamaliel  Taylor,  late  marshal  of  the  State  of 
Indiana,  and  his  sureties,  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  granting  to  the  Slate  of 
Missoui-i  the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of  public 
lands  for  making  a  railroad  connecting  tlie  town  of 
St.  Joseph,  on  the  Missouri  river,  with  the  town 
of  Hannibal,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  with  ac- 
companying documents;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Coi^mittee  of 
Claims,  reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Al- 
borne  Allen,  without  amendment. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  DOWNS  submitted  the  following: 

ResoU-ed,  That  a  niemlier  leaving  the  Senate,  shall,  nei- 
ther directly  nor  indireothsassiHn  his  seat  to  another,  and 
that  the  vacant  seats  shall  he  assigned  by  the  I'rctiilentjfrom 
a  list  k(!pt  for  that  purpose,  and  according  to  the  date  ot  the 
record  of  their  names. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  ot^  Maryland,  submitted  the 
followinii': 

Rcsolvel  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  inform  the 
Senate  of  the  whole  number  of  ofiicers  now  employid  ni 
and  about  the  cusumihoiise  of  the  I'nilcd  estates  in  the  city 
of  lialtimore,  witii  the  conipensaiion  iillovvtd  to  each;  and 
that  he  also  inform  the  Senate  what  was  the  number  of  such 
oliicers  at  the  same  custom  house  on  tlie  4thof  March,  164.% 
and  the  compensation  allowed  each. 
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Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  in  |iuisuance  of 
notice,  obtained  leave  to  biinj;-  in  a  joint  resolution 
to  authorize  liie  adjudii-ixiinn  of  rerlain  Indian 
claims  iitiiier  tlie  net  of  23d  of  Aii2:ost,  1842. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  moved  to  postpone  the  pre- 
vious orders,  to  take  up  the  bill  to  amend  the  act 
entitled  "  An  act  for  the  regulation  of  seamen  on 
board  the  public  and  private  vessels  of  the  United 
States." 

Mr.  DICKINSON  stated  that  the  object  of  this 
bill  was  to  enable  those  individuals  who  had  not 
been  able  to  perfect  their  letters  of  naturalization, 
in  consequence  of  being  compelled  to  be  aljsent 
from  the  United  States  since  the  notification  of 
their  intention,  to  obtain  relief.  He  had  been  for 
four  years  trying  to  get  this  bill  through,  and  if 
there  was  opposition,  he  must  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  his  motion. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  asked  whether  the  bill 
proposed  that  the  time  an  individual  might  be  ab- 
sent from  the  United  States,  was  to  be  made  up  by 
subsequent  residence,  prior  to  the  granting  of  the 
certificate? 

Mr.  DICKINSON  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BREESE  said  that  if  the  applicant  for  nat- 
uralization should  be  called  out  of  the  United 
States,  and  remain  abroad  four  years  and  eleven 
months,  that  time  would  not  be  coimted. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  refened  to  another  bill  on  the 
subject  of  naturalization,  which  had  been  intro- 
duced, and  thought  it  would  be  advisable  to  have 
the  whole  subject  before  the  Senate  at  the  same 
time.  He  would  therefore  prefer  that  this  bill  be 
informally  passed  over.  I 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  and  i 
gave  some  reasons  which  were  inaudible,  from  his  i 
position  under  the  gallery.  | 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained  the  law  as  it  would 
stand  afipr  the  passage  of  this  liill,  which  required 
that  the  five  years' residence  should  be  comjileted. 
If  the  applicant  for  a  certificate  were  alisent  any 
]5art  of  that  time,  it  would  remain  for  the  court  to 
decide  whether  that  absence  was  sufficient  to  pre- 
vent the  issuing  of  the  certificate.  As  the  law  now 
stands,  if  any  person,  after  notifying  his  intention 
to  become  a  citizen,  sets  his  foot  out  of  the  United 
States,  he  must  go  through  the  full  term  of  five 
years'  residence  again.  Under  this  bill,  he  may 
be  called  away  for  a  short  period  by  business,  but 
liaving  filed  his  desire  to  become  naturalized,  the 
court  may  decide  that  there  is  no  sufficient  reason 
for  his  going  again  over  the  whole  term  of  proba- 
tion. 

The  bill  was  then  considered,  and  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

SUPREME   COURT. 

Mr.  BADGER,  moved  to  postpone  the  prior 
orders,  and  to  take  up  the  bill  to  promote  the  de- 
spatch of  business  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  to 
repeal  the  second  section  of  the  act  approved  June 
17, 1844,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States." 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  The  bill  was  reported  vvithout  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  a  third  reading.  The  bill 
was  tlien  read  a  tliird  lime. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  then 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

SOUTHERN  MAIL. 

Mr.  PEARCE  moved  to  postpone  the  prior 
orders,  and  to  take  up  the  joint  resolution  rcqtii- 
Tin'i  the  Postmaster  General  to  renew  the  contract 
with  the  Richmond,  Fredericksburg,  and  Potomac 
Railroad  and  Steamboat  Company  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  great  southern  mail,  as  follows: 

RetoUed,  iS|-c.,  Tli;it  the  Pn-tni;ijitcr  General  be,  and  lie  i.-; 
hereby,  amlinriz-efl  nnil  ririiiirert  to  renew  the  arrangement 
hiTOt'itbre  exi-linu  fur  the  Iran^iiortatioii  of  the  yreat  sciuth- 
crn  mail  hy  the  RieliirioncI,  Kietlerick-hMre,  and  I'otoniac 
Kailroad  and  Sieanibnat  Company,  at  a  price  nfllpri;ater  tlian 
that  which  vva^  paid  by  the  [ireseni  ro.sliriaster  General  tiir 
the  traii.-ipnrtalioii  rifsaid  mail  up  to  the  month  of  July,  1847. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  hoped  the  Indian  appropria- 
tion bill  would  bo  taken  uf). 

Mr.  BERRIEN  hoped  the  joint  resolution  would 
be  taken  up,  as  the  public  convenience  was  now 
fluffering  in  consequence  of  the  delay  in  the  irans- 
poriiition  of  the  mail. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to:  Ayea  16, 
noes  14. 

The  joint  resolution  was  then  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

iMr.  UNDERWOOD  thought  the  joint  roaolu- 


tion  ought  to  be  so  amended  as  to  contain  a  pro- 
vision for  the  payment  of  the  propnetois  of  the 
Ime  of  stages  eni|iloyed  by  the  Postmaster  General 
(or  tile  damage  they  will  sustain  by  the  v/ithdraw- 
ing  of  their  contract. 

Mr.  PEARCE  considered  the  amendment  un- 
necessary, because  the  general  rule,  under  the  law 
which  authorizes  the  Postmaster  General  to  rescind 
a  contract,  is  to  allow  the  contractors  a  reasonable 
allowance  for  damages. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  suggssted  that  this  rule 
applied  to  the  ordinary  transactions  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  would  not  apply  to  any  case  of  special 
legislation  by  Congress.  In  this  case,  the  propri- 
etors of  the  stages  had  made  arrangements  for  a 
long  service,  ami  it  would  be  unjust  lo  leave  them 
with  a  laige  number  of  horses,  &c.,  on  hand.  The 
amendment,  even  if  useless,  could  not  be  injurious 

Mr.  PEARCE  still  nmintained  that  the  amend- 
ment was  unnecessary. 

Mr.  NILES  said  there  v/as  great  inconvenience 
experienced  from  the  present  arrangements  of  the 
department,  and  he  understood  that  no  saving  had 
been  eftected.  Still  he  felt  very  reluctant  to  sanc- 
tion any  act  which  would  diminish  the  fcnxe  of  the 
law  which  establishes  the  maximum  of  compen- 
sation to  railroad  companies.  This  joint  resolution 
virtually  sets  aside  the  existing  law,  and  on  this 
ground  he  objected  to  the  resolution. 

The  amendment  was  then  negatived. 

Mr.  PEARCE  brierty  stated  the  history  of  the 
transaction  betw  ten  the  Postmaster  General  and 
the  Company.  He  then  showed  that  the  route  now 
travelled  by  the  mail  was  much  longer  than  it  was 
when  the  mail  was  conveyed  by  the  steamboat  and 
railroad;  and  the  delay  in  the  transmission  of  let- 
ters and  the  transportation  of  passengers  was  very 
much  increased  by  the  new  arrangement.  Tlie 
cost  to  the  public,  also,  was  heavier  by  some  thou- 
sands than  it  was  by  the  steamboat  route.  He 
referred  to  the  Journals  in  order  to  show  in  what 
cases  and  at  what  times  Congress  had  deemed  it 
proper  to  interfere.  The  mail  from  Washington 
to  Richmond  is  now  carried  in  two-horse  wagons, 
at  a  cost  to  the  Government  of  fifteen  thousand 
dollars.  It  was  supposed  by  some,  that,  after  the 
pa.ssage  of  this  resolution,  the  different  railroad 
companies  would  be  crowding  the  department  for 
an  inci  ease  of  pay.  He  reminded  the  Senate,  how- 
ever, that  this  line  of  boats  i-an  through  the  winter 
and  summer,  and  was  at  tlie  expense  of  keeping 
an  ice-boat. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  said  that  the  department  was 
exceedingly  an.xious  to  make  a  contract  with  this 
company,  and  had  offered  a  fairprice.  He  thought 
the  effect  of  this  resolution  would  be  to  throw  the 
Postmaster  General  at  the  feet  of  railroad  compa- 
nies. As  a  matter  seriously  affecting  the  public 
interests,  we  ought  not  to  dispose  of  this  resolu- 
tion hastily.  Application  ought  to  have  been  made 
to  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  to  enf(jrce  the  fine  of 
five  hundred  dollars  fur  every  refusal  to  carry  the 
mail,  whenever  the  company  had  so  refused. 

Mr.  HUNTER  corrected  the  Senator  from 
Maine.  The  Legislature  of  Virginia  had  never 
authorized  any  such  fine. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  was  sorry  it  bad  not,  and 
hoped  we  should  adopt  a  wiser  course. 

The  resolution  was  reported;  and  the  question 
being  on  the  engrossment — 

Mr.  HALE  expressed  his  ho|)e  that  the  resolu- 
tion would  not  be  passed,  because  it  would  be  es- 
tablishing a  dangerous  precedent.  It  would  induce 
other  companies  to  come  forward  with  demands 
for  special  contracts,  and  would  subject  the  Gov- 
ernment to  constant  impositions.  He  knew  noth- 
ing about  the  merits  of  the  controversy  between 
the  Postmaster  General  and  the  company,  but  he 
knew  that  great  evils  nfiusi  result  from  passing  this 
resolution.  Companies  tiavclling  from  Boston  to 
the  East  would  be  sure  to  come  forward  for  special 
aid. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  it  was  very  evident  that  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  had  not  looked  into 
the  contract,  and  replied  to  his  objections  in  a  few 
words. 

Mr.  RUSK  also  took  ground  against  the  Senator 
from  Maine  [Mr.  Bradburt]  and  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Hale,]  and  advoatted  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  reiterated  his  former  objec- 
tions to  ihe  resolution,  and  submitted  an  amend- 
ment, providing  that  the  company  shall  pay  any 
I  damages  which  may  accrue  to  the  jiropriciors  of 


the  local  mail  and  to  the  company  now  employed 
to  transport  the  mail  across  the  bay  to  Fredericks- 
burg. 

Mr.  PEARCE  showed  the  impropriety  of  the 
amendment,  and  read  extracts  from  the  correspond- 
ence between  Mr.  Robinson  and  the  Postmaster 
General,  in  order  to  disabuse  the  minds  of  Senators 
of  any  wrong  impressions  which  may  have  been 
made  on  them.  The  effect  of  the  amendment,  if 
agreed  to,  would  be  to  destroy  the  resolution.  The 
company  could  not  be  made  legally  or  morally 
liable  for  damages;  and  if  not,  it  was  certainly  not 
very  dignified  to  introduce  such  a  proposition  into 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  vindicated  his  amendment, 
and  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  PEARCE. 

Mr.  YULEE  said  he  should  vote  for  the  resolu- 
tion as  it  was  reported,  and  against  any  amendment. 
The  public  had  been  a  long  time  suffering  under  ' 
serious  inconvenience  from  the  derangement  of  the 
southern  mail.  At  the  beginning  of  the  session 
he  was  disposed  to  leave  the  matter  in  the  hands 
of  the  Postmaster  General,  but  as  he  had  neglected 
to  suggest  any  remedy,  he  (iMr.  Y.)  would  now 
vote  to  adopt  the  remedy  suggested  by  the  joint 
resolution. 

Mr.  ALLEN  olijected  to  this  interference  of  Con- 
gi-ess  with  the  contracts  of  a  department.  He  con- 
sidered it  a  dangerous  innovation  on  the  established 
practice  of  the  Government.  Congress  had  passed 
a  law  regulating  the  rate  of  compensation  to  these 
railroad  companies,  and  fixing  a  maximum  whicb 
was  liberal.  And  now  Congress  was  called  on  to 
condemn  the  conduct  of  the  department,  and  to 
turn  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  into  a  vault,  in 
which  there  shall  be  a  general  scramble  for  the 
public  money.  He  was  opposed  to  feeding  these 
greedy  corporations  from  the  public  treasury.  He 
would  rather  transmit  the  mail  by  engaging  all  the 
blooded  horses  in  the  Union  to  carry  it  speedily, 
than  pay  the  exorbitant  demands  of  these  steam 
companies. 

Mr.  MASON  said  that  while  he  agreed  in  the 
general  views  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  as 
to  the  imprbpriety  of  interp<ising  the  power  of 
Congress  between  the  departments  and  their  con- 
tractors, he  could  not  apply  that  principle  to  a  case 
in  which  so  many  States  were  put  to  great  incon- 
venience, and  where  commerce  was  thrown  into 
confusion,  foi'  the  purpose  of  saving- a  few  thousand 
dollars.  While  the  Postmaster  General  was  so 
decided  in  his  consiruction  of  the  law,  it  was  to  be 
regretted  that  the  opinion  of  the  law  officer  was 
not  communicated.  He  was  disposed  to  believe 
that  the  construction  put  on  it  by  the  Postmaster 
General  was  wrong.  The  correspondence  between 
the  Postmaster  General  and  the  |iresidenl  of  the 
company  seemed  to  him  to  savor  more  of  a  per- 
sonal difference  between  the  two  individuals  than 
of  an  argument  on  the  case;  and  it  was  not  of  a 
sufficiently  elevated  character  to  enter  into  the 
deliberations  of  this  body.  He  adverted  to  the 
enlarged  liberality  which  had  been  evinced  by  the 
Virginia  railroati  companies  in  their  conduct  in 
conveying  troops  and  munitions  of  war  without 
charge,  while  lar<re  sums  were  exjiended  for  this 
purpose  in  other  States. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  was  glad  this  discussion  had 
taken  place,  because  it  enabled  him  to  say  some- 
thing about  the  inconvenience  which  the  people  of 
Florida  had  suffered  from  the  want  of  a  mail  to 
Key  West,  and  other  [larts  of  the  State.  He  had 
just  received  a  letter  from  the  interior  of  Florida, 
vphich  his  correspondent  had  to  ride  thirty  miJes 
to  put  into  the  mail,  and  then  it  was  forty  d;iys 
coming  to  hand.  He  would  not  vote  for  any  ac- 
commodation to  the  middle  States  until  the  mail  ■ 
facilities  were  extended  to  Florida. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Bradburt,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative: Ayes  18,  noes  27. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,. said  he  had 
voted  against  the  amendment  because  he  regarded 
it  as  preposterous.  He  did  not  exactly  like  the  reso- 
lution, but  he  believed  he  should  have  to  vote  for  it. 
He  would  be  glad  to  see  in  what  way  ihe  expenses 
could  be  diminished,  without  interfering  with  the 
convcnienceof  the  public.  He  thought  the  idea  of 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  as  to  running  blood  horses 
against  steam  would  not  answer.  The  only  way 
was  to  set  up  against  steam  horse  another  steam 
horse. 

Mr.  HALE  submitted  an  amendment,  the  object 
of  which  was  not  distinctly  heard. 
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Mr.  CAMER.ON  defended  railroad  companies, 
maintaining  ihat  they  had  rendered  great  service 
to  the  country.  Tliey  may  be  exorbitantly  paid, 
but  we  have  the  option  to  agree  or  to  take  another 
course. 

Mr.  ALLEN  made  some  further  remarks  on 
the  extortions  practised  by  these  companies,  op- 
posing any  concession  to  them.  The  railroads 
traverse  two-thirds  of  the  country,  as  regards 
population,  and  will  raise  a  flame  unless  we  take  a 
stand  between  them  and  the  people,  and  show  that 
these  companies  are  extorting  money  from  the 
pockets  of  the  people.  If  the  companies  referred 
to  carry  the  mail,  he  would  go  before  the  people. 
It  was  a  question  of  taxes  and  intelligence.  He 
would  shew  them  that  although  the  people  would 
pay  one  dollar  of  tax  for  one  dollar's  worth  of 
intelligence,  they  would  not  pay  five  dollars- of  tax 
for  one  dollar's  worth  of  intelligence.  He  moved 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  would  ask 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  ALLEN  withdrew  his  motion,  to  enable 

Mr.  PEARCE  to  show  that  the  company  in 
this  case  did  not  make  an  exorbitant  charge.  The 
dividends  on  their  stock  for  ten  years  did  not 
average  more  than  three  and  a  half  per  cent.  So 
that  Ihey  had  not  charged  sufficient  to  swell  their 
dividends.  • 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  remarked  that  he  was  op- 
posed to  exorbitant  demands  on  the  Government, 
but  he  should  vote  for  this  resolutioru  because  he 
had  been  assured  that  the  charge  in  this  case  was 
moderate.  He  wished  to  say,  that  if  he  perceived 
any  danger  of  this  resolution  bringing  all  the  rail- 
road companies  to  thrust  in  their  demands,  he 
would  not  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  few  ad- 
ditional observations  in  support  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HALE  said  that  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky had  declared  he  would  vole  for  the  resolu- 
tion under  protest.  The  railroad  companies  would 
be  glad  of  the  vote,  and  would  care  little  about 
the  protest.  Some  persons,  he  recollected,  voted 
the  Polk  and  Dallas  ticket  under  protest  against 
certain  measures.  But  they  gave  their  vote,  and 
took  nothing  by  their  protest.  He  would  enter 
his  protest  in  his  vote.  He  made  also  some  few 
remarks  on  what  had  fallen  from  the  Senators 
from  Massachusetts  and  Georgia.  He  moved  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  question,  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
negative. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atcliison,  Atherton,  Benton,  Bor- 
land, Hraclhiiiy,  Bieese,  Bright,  DavU  of  Mississi[)pi,  Dickin- 
son, Dix,  Felcli,  Foote,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Houston,  Niles,  Se- 
bastian, Turney,  and  Weslcott — aO.  . 

NAYS — Messrs.  Badger,  Baldwin,  Berrien,  Butler,  Cal- 
houn, Cameron,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Downs,  Greene,  Haiinegan,  Hunter,  Jolinson  of 
Maryland,  Jolinson  of  Louisiana,  JohusOn  of  Georgia, 
Lewis,  Maiigum,  Mason,  Miiler,  Pearce,  Plielp:^,  Rusii, 
Spruance,  Sturseon,  Underwood,  Ujiiiam,  and  Yulee — 29. 

Mr.  HALE  v/ithdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a  proviso  that  the  corn- 
pan  jj  owning  the  bay  line  and  the  James  river  line, 
now  carrying  the  mail,  shall  relinquish  their  present 
contract,  without  claiming  any  damages  to  be  paid 
by  the  Post  Office  Department. 

On  this  question  the  j'eas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded, and  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  J  oHNsoN,  and  decided  in  the  negative, 
as  follows; 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Benton,  Borland,  Brad- 
bury, Breese,  Bright,  Davis  of  Missis.sippi,  Dickinson,  Dix, 
Fold],  Foote,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Niles,  Se- 
bastian, Turney,  and  Westcntt — 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Badger,  Baldwin,  Berrien,  Sutler,  Cal- 
houn, (Jaineron,  Clarke,  (Clayton,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Downs,  Greene,  Houston,  Hunter,  Johnson  ofMa- 
ryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Lewis,  Manguni,  Mason, 
Miller,  Penrce,  Phelps,  Rusk,  Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Under- 
wood, and  Yulec — 27. 

The  question  wa.s  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
joint  resolution  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative.  But  on  the 
third  reading,  it  was  discovered  there  were  gross 
inaccuracies  in  the  printing,  which  rendered  it  in- 
dispensable to  reconsider  the  vote  ordering  the 
engrossment,  which  was  done,  the  proper  correc- 
tion made,  and  the  resolution  passed  in  the  same 
form  published  above. 

Mr.  DIX  gave  notice  of  lux  intention  to  call  up 
during  the  morning  hour  lo-morrow  the  bill  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  spurious  drugs. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  June  20, 1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Clerk  called  the  House  to  order  this  morn- 
ing at  ten  o'clock — the  time  fixed  for  the  future 
dally  meetings — and  slated  that  the  sickness  of  the 
Speaker  still  continued,  and,  as  the  time  for  which 
Mr.  Burt  was  elected  Speaker  j)7-o  tem.  had  expired, 
it  became  necessary  that  the  House  should  again 
appoint  a  presiding  officer. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  supposed 
that  in  the  course  of  a  very  few  days  the  Speaker 
would  be  able  to  resume  the  chair,  but  for  those 
days  it  was  necessary  that  some  provision  should 
be  made.  On  consultation  with  some  friends  he 
had  prepared  a  resolution,  which  he  begged  to  offer, 
as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  A.  Burt,  of  South  Carolina,  be 
requested  to  disehar{,'e  the  duties  of  the  Chair  during  the 
present  week,  if  ttie  sickness  of  the  Speaker  should  so  long 
continue. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  suggested  an  amend- 
ment, so  that  the  resolution  should  appoint  Mr. 
Burt  Speaker  ;))-o  tern,  for  the  present  week,  if  the 
sickness  of  the  Speaker  should  so  long  continue, 
instead  of  requesting  him  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  the  CKair. 

Mr.  KING  accepted  the  modifieation,  and  in  that 
shape  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BURT,  before  taking  the  chair,  from  the 
Clerk's  desk,  suggested  whether  it  was  not  neces- 
sary that  lie  should  be  sworn  before  entering  upon 
the  dischai-ge  of  the  duties  of  the  temporary  office 
to  which  he  had  been  elected.  He  was  sworn 
as  a  member  of  this  House  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session  to  support  the  Constitution,  but  he 
had  taken  no  oath  to  discharge  the  additional  duties 
of  Speaker  pro  lem. 

Mr.  COBB  would  inquire  if  there  was  any  oath 
but  that  to  support  the  Constitution .' 

Mr.  BURT.  That  is  the  oath  taken  by  the 
Speaker. 

Mr.  COBB  suggested,  tliatas  that  oath  had  been 
taken  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  as  a 
member  of  this  House,  no  further  oath  was  neces- 
sary now.  *' 

Mr..ASHMUN  said  he  did  not  understand  that 
at  the  commencement  of  a  session  the  Speaker  was 
sworn  as  such,  but  simply  as  a  member  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  SIMS.     He  is  sworn  first;  that  is  all. 

Mr.  BURT  requested  the  Clerk  to  read  that 
portion  of  the  first  day's  Journal  which  recorded 
the  fact. 

The  Clerk  read  it  accordingly.  It  was  recorded 
that  Mr.  Adams  administered  the  oath  to  support 
the  Constitution  to  the  Hon.  Robert  C.  \Vin- 
THROp,  the  Speaker,  and  that  the  Speaker  admin- 
istered the  same  oath  to  tlie  other  membei*  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  BUS'T,  with  these  explaijations,  was  satis- 
fied, and  he  then  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  moved  a  resolution  directing  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  to  inform  the  Senate  that  the 
House  had  elected  the  Hon.  A.  Burt  Speaker 
pro  lem.  for  the  present  week,  if  the  sickness  of  the 
Speaker  should  so  long  continue.     Agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOYD, 

Resolved ,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflalis  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  procuring  of  the 
inventor  a  sufticient  supply  of  "Colt's  recently-improved 
repeating  pistols"  for  our  Indian  and  frontier  service  ;  and, 
if  f  ivorable,  an  amount  necessary  to  i)urchase  them  be  added 
to  the  general  military  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  HARALSON  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion calling  on  the  Secretary  of  War  to  communi- 
cate to  the  House  of  Representatives  what  the  re- 
spective force  of  each  corps  of  the  army  would  be 
when  the  several  laws  authorizing  a  reduction  of 
the  army  on  the  conclusion  of  peace  with  the  Re- 
public of  Mexico  were  carried  into  effect.  It  was 
objected  to,  and  not  received. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  fcalled  for  the  regular  order  of 
business,  being  the  call  on  committees  for  rej»orts. 

After  some  conversation  between  gentlemen  who  | 
desired  to  get  special  business  before  the  House —  j 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that  the  first  busi-  | 
ness  in  order  v/as  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Expenditures,  which  was  postponed  some 
two  weeks  ago  to  this  time. 

Mr.  STROHM  said  he  understood  the  minority 
of  the  committee  would  be  i-eady  to  report  to-mor- 
row, and  therefore  he  moved  the  further  postpone- 
ment of  this  slibject,  tlial  the  reports  of  the  majority 


and  minority  should  be  before  the  House  at  the 
same  time. 

Mr.  BEDINGER  said  he  was  ready  to  report 
now  from  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Expenditures. 

Mr.  STROHM  had  been  inforrned  that  the  mi- 
nority would  not  present  their  report  until  to-mor- 
row. He,  hovv-ever,  desired  the  postponement  of 
this  question  until  to-morrov/,  that  lie  might  have 
ail  opportunity  to  read  the  minority  report  before 
its  presentation,  he  not  having  had  an  opportunity 
yet  to  read  more  than  a  few  pages  of  it. 

By  general  consent,  it  was'further  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  BAYLY,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  which  were  referred  Senate  bills  for 
the  relief  of  Commodore  Foxal  A.  Parker  and  for 
the  relief  of  Anna  J.  Hassier,  reported  the  same 
back  to  the  House  without  amendment.  Com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  S.  LAWRENCE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Eunice  Grossman.     Read  and  committed. 

Also,  i^rom  the  same  committee,  made  an  adverse 
report  on  the  petition  of  George  Bock.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  COCKE,  from  the  sanrrt  committee,  re- 
ported bills  for  the  relief  of  Polly  Damrow  and 
Elizabeth  Kinney.     Read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  adverse 
reports  on  tlie  petitions  of  Lucy  Clark,  Abigail 
Higbee,  and  Anna  Oldham.     Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COCKE,  the  Committee  on 
Revolulionary  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the 
furllier  consideration  of  the  petitions  of  Francis  P. 
Gardner,  Frances  Fowler,  Catharine  Freein^n, 
Mary  Martin,  of  Tennessee,  Hannah  Lord,  Jamea 
Oldham,  of  Maryland,  Valentine  Miller,  Joseph 
Phelps,  Sarah  Hammond,  Levi  Nichols,  and 
Thomas  Pritchard,  and  they  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  CUMMINS,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  G.  Leverett. 
Read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  adverse 
reports  on  the  petitions  of  John  Cripps,  J.  L.  Fair 
and  others,  heirs  of  Jonathan  Fair,  Francis  Ingra- 
ham,  and  Jos.  Cogswell.     Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CUMMINS,  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions  was  discharged  froni 
the  further  consideration  of  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  York  in  relation  to  granting 
pensions  to  widows  and  orphans  of  officers  and 
soldiers  who  fall  in  battle,  or  who  die  from  wounda 
received,  &c.,  and  they  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HAMMONS,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Buck.  Read 
and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  adverse 
reports  on  the  petitions  of  Henrietta  Moore  and 
other  widows  of  revolutionary  soldiers,  praying 
for  a  continuance  of  their  pensions  during  life,  of 
the  heirs  of  Robert  McNeill  and  Catharine  O'Neale. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FREEDLEY,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Ada 
Smith,  David  Troxell,  Wolcott  Burnham,  the 
widow  of  George  Hubbard,  and  of  Asa  T)a.y. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  F.,  the  saine  committee  was 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  .the 
petitions  of  citizens  of  Dover,  New  Hampshire, 
in  relation  to  the  grantins^  of  pensions  to  the 
widows  of  ofiicers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolution- 
ary and  last  wars  with  Great  Britain,  and  they 
were  laid  on  the  table.   , 

Mr.  SILVESTER,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Mary 
Stanton,  Rhoda  Drury,  Am  0.  Wright,  Sally 
Hart,  and  Susan  O^lcsby.    Laid  on  tlie  table. 

Mr.  BOCOCK,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Elizabeth  Pistole,  widow  of  Charles  Pistole,  de- 
ceased, reported  the  same  back  to  the  ?Iouse  with- 
out amendment.     Committed. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition 
of  Stephen  A.  Cory.     Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  F.,  the  same  committee  was 
dischar'Jed  from  the  further  con.^iidrr.ntion  of  the 
petitions  of  James  Somers,  Samuel  T.  Winslow, 
John   Gordon,  Mary  Ann   Fitch,  Chcstsr  Parish, 


856 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


June  20, 


and  Hugh  G.  Smith,  and  they  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 
David  Currier,  reported  the  same  back  to  the 
House  without  amendment.     Committed. 

Mr.  WiLEY,  from  tiie  same  committee,  report- 
ed bills  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Trebon,  Edward 
Cole,  William  Whitcher.  Read  twice  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  W.  T.  LAWRENCE,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of 
Solomon  Street,  Martha  Flood,  and  March  Far- 
ington.     Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  L.,  the  same  committee  was 
discharged  from    the  further  consideraiion   of  the 

Eeiitions  of  William  Linvjlle  and  others,  Thomas 
,.  Richardson,  John  Daveiipwt,  and  David  Ladd, 
and  they  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  bills 
to  inciease  the  pension  of  Henry  Click,  for  the  re- 
lief of  David  Towie,  for  the  relief  of  George  S. 
Claflin,  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Childs,  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Pittman,  for  the  relief  of  Catharine 
Clark,  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  D.  Ward,  and  for 
the  relief  of  Isaac  Downs;  which  bills  were  sever- 
ally rtad  twice  and  committed. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Virginia,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  Giles 
London,  for  the  relief  of  Gardner  Henmg,  and  for 
the  relief  of  David  Murphy,  which  bills  were 
severally  read  twice  and  committed. 

Also,  on  motion  of  Mr.  T.,  tlie  same  committee 
was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tions of  Jonathan  M.  Yo'ung,  Hugh  W.  Dobbin, 
A.  A.  Whitlock,  and  others,  in  behalf  of  Samuel 
House;  and  from  the  joint  resolution  of  tlie  Legis- 
lature of  New  York  in  relation  to  granting  pen- 
sions to  widows  and  orphans  of  officers  and  soldiers 
who  fall  in  battle;  and  they  were  severally  laid  on 
the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  an  adverse 
report  on  the  petition  of  Russell  Jefferson.  Laid 
on  the  table 

Mr.   HOLMES,  of  New  York,  asked  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  regulating  and  reducing  the  mileage 
of  Senators  and   Representatives  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  PETTIT  objected. 

Mr.  HOLMES  appealed  to  Mr.  Pettit  to  with- 
draw his  objection  to  the  introduction  of  this  bill. 
Mr.  PETTIT  declined  acceding  to  the  appeal. 

VOTING  BY   MACHINE. 
Mr.  PIOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  by  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds, 
reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolvcil,  Tliatllii:  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
caiioe  to  br  elected  and  prepired  lor  opcratioti  the  machine 
ntTiaiicis  H.  Smith  Ibrt.ikiiig  the  yens  and  nays  In  the  H  ill  i 
of  tiie  House  oi  Repre>entative!:,  and  that  the  same  Ite  adopt- 
ed when  erected  ai  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  sense  of 
the  Mouse  on  a  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  and  on  a  callof  tlie 
JIoujC. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  observed  that  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  had  had 
sundry  memorials  referred  to  them  on  this  subject, 
and  he  himself  made  a  report,  by  direction  of  the 
committee,  some  wcck.s  since,  in  relation  to  it.  It 
was  true  that  a  majority  of  the  committee  did  not 
recommend  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Smith's  invention; 
but,  as  there  existed  a  difference  of  opinion  among 
its  members,  they  had  authorized  Mr.  H.  to  make 
a  report  setting  forth  the  advantages  of  the  plan, 
and  leaving  the  House  to  act  upon  it  according  to 
their  own  good  pleasure.  Mr.  H.  was,  personally, 
ofo[>inioiuhattliepro|)osed  mode  of  taking  the  yeas 
and  nays  ought  to  be  adopted,  because  it  would  be 
attended,  if  successful,  with  a  great  saving  both  of 
time  and  money.  Believing  that  this  machine  of 
Mr.  Smith  was  well  calculated  to  accom|ilish  the 
end  in  view,  namely,  a  speedy  and  unerring  mode 
of  taking  and  recording  ycn.s  and  nays,  he  hoped 
it  would  be  adopted,  and  he  had  therefore  submit- 
ted a  resolution  to  that  effect,  on  which  he  demand- 
ed tlie  previous  question,  and  asked  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

iVIr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  raised  a  (juestion  of 
order.  As  he  undcr.stood  this  was  not  ilie  rcjiort 
of  the  committee,  but  simply  of  one  individual 
member,  could  it,  a.s  such,  be  received  but  by  gen- 
eral conseiii? 

'I'lin  CHAIR  observed,  that  as  the  Committee 
on  Public  P.uildings  and  Ground.s  had  authorized 
their  chairman  to  make  the  report,  he  ruled  it  to 
be  in  order. 


Mr.  JONES  remonstrated.  This  was  nothing 
more,  at  best,  than  a  minority  report.  It  expressed 
but  the  opinion  of  a  single  member,  while  all  the 
rest  of  the  committee  were  of  a  different  opinion. 
Mr.  HOUSTON  said  he  had  been  directed  by 
the  committee  to  submit  this  report  to  the  House 
Mr.  McCLELLAND  moved  to  lay  the  report 
on  the  table. 

On  that  motion  Mr.  HOUSTON  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  then  said  he  would  with- 
draw his  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  if  Mr.  H. 
would  consent  to  withdraw  his  demand  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  consenting,  both  motions  were 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  JONES  desired  to  renew  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  FARANsaid  he  was  one  of  theCommittee 
on  the  Public  Buildings,  and  he  stated  that  it  had 
been  agreed  in  the  committee  that  their  chairman 
should  make  the  present  report,  and  leave  it  to  the 
House  to  take  what  course  it  pleased.  This  resolu- 
tion had  two  defects  which  Mr  F. considered  import 
ant.  First,  it  directed  that  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
should  enter  into  the  proposed  contract  with  Mr. 
Smith  to  put  up  this  apparatus.  Now,  he  thought 
the  proper  officer  to  do  this  was  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Public  Buildings.  The  Clerk  was  not  pre- 
sumed to  be  conversant  with  the  putting  up  of 
such  a  machine.  Congress  had  a  public  officer 
whose  official  business  it  was  to  oversee  and  direct 
all  alterations  and  fixtures  m  the  Capitol  and  the 
public  grounds;  he,  if  any  one,  ought  to  be  charged 
with  this  matter.  And  the  other  defect  of  this 
resolution  was  that  no  limit  was  specified  as  to 
time  or  money.  The  contractor  might  demand 
5^100,000  for  the  job.  If  the  resolution  were  adopt- 
ed, it  should  at  least  be  restricted  as  to  amount. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  thought  this  was  a  subject 
which  should  receive  the  consideration  of  the 
House.  Whether  the  method  invented  by  this  Mr. 
Smith  was  the  best  way  of  effecting  the  object  Was 
one  thing,  but  certainly  the  thing  itself  was  proper 
and  desirable.  The  object  of  this  apparatus  for 
taking  yeas  and  nays  was  to  economize  the  public 
time.  With  this  view  the  House  had  restricted 
the  speeches  of  its  members  on  subjects,  however 
momentous  to  the  nation,  to  one  hour.  Now,  this 
process  of  taking  and  recording  a  vote  by  yeas  and 
nays  consumed  upon  an  average  from  twenty  to 
thirty  minutes,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  some- 
times called  as  often  as  six  limes  in  one  day;  and 
besides,  as  gentlemen  well  knew,  the  calling  of 
them  was  often  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
feating by  delay  a  measure  which  the  majority  of 
the  House  were  prepared  to  pass.  One-fifth  of  the 
membe^  could  compel  the  yeas  and  nays  to  be 
taken  on  any  question,  and  it  was  a  power  by 
which  a  minority  could  at  times  defeat  and  had  ac- 
tually defeated  a  measure  that  had  a  majority  of  the 
House  in  its  favor.  The  House,  on  certain  criti- 
cal questions  affecting  the  power  of  parties,  had 
been  known  to  sit  from  eleven  in  the  morning  to 
eleven  at  night,  occupied  during  almost  the  whole 
of  the  time  in  calling  yeas  and  nays.  This  was  an 
evil,  a  great  evil;  and  the  machine  now  proposed 
to  be  set  up  at  the  Clerk's  table  would  save  at  least 
one-half  of  the  time  ordinarily  consumed  in  the  pro- 
cess. It  would  thus  be  productive  of  a  great  econ- 
omy of  time,  besides  having  a  salutary  effect  in 
preventing  factious  movements  in  the  House. 

Mr.  P.  had  not  taken  the  trouble  to  go  into  a 
minute  calculation  of  the  time  saved,  but  he  was 
satisfied  it  would  amount  to  at  least  two  months  in 
the  long  sessions  of  Congress.  Was  not  the  saving 
of  so  much  time  an  oliject  worthy  of  the  serious 
attention  of  the  House.'  Every  consideration  of 
economy  and  reform  demanded  it  at  their  hands. 
This  was  an  age  of  reform,  an  age  of  progress;  and 
be  hoped  gentlemen  who  aiivocated  reform  in  other 
things  would  not  refuse  to  promote  it  in  this. 
Thcrf  should,  no  doubt,  be  a  proviso  appended  to 
the  resolution  limiting  the  amount  of  tlie  contract; 
and  it  might  be  proper  that  a  committee  should  be 
directed  to  superintend  the  carrying  of  it  into  exe- 
cution. But  that  something  of  the  kind,  if  practi- 
cable, should  receive  the  earnest  attention  of  the 
House,  no  advocate  of  economy  could  for  a  mo- 
ment doubt.'  He  hoped  they  should  have  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  adopting  the  resolution.  Mr.  P.  aid 
not,  however,  wish  to  be  understood  as  implying, 
by  this  demand,  any  imputation  on  gentlemen  who 
differed  with  him  in  this  matter,  as  if  they  wished 


wantonly  to  consume  the  public  time;  but  he  wish- 
ed to  record  his  own  vote  in  favor  of  a  measure 
which  he  thoughT  economy  demanded  and  the 
country  would  expect  at  their  hands. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table,  and  the  motion  prevailing,  the  resolution 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WHITE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  William  K. 
Ashard.     Read  and  r.ommitted. 

Mr.  SCPIENCK,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Graves.  Com- 
mitted. 

MONUMENT  TO  MR.  ADAMS. 

Mr.  KING,  from  the  Committee  on  Accounts, 
reported  the  following  resolution: 

Rcs-}lvei!,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Library  of  this 
Honse  be  aulhorized  to  proeiire  a  mnnupieiit  of  Quincy 
pranite,  with  suitable  iiisciiptions,  to  be?  erected  in  the  Con- 
gressional burying-ground  in  memory  of  John  Quiuey 
Adams. 

Mr.  KING  said,  that  unless  the  House  took 
someorderon  the  subject,  a  bill  would  be  presented 
to  the  Committee  on  Accounts  within  less  than  a 
month  for  the  erection  of  such  a  monument  as  they 
had  been  erecting  tor  thirty  or  forty  years,  with- 
out sha|ie  or  torm,  and  made  of  such  perishable 
materials  that  it  was  necessary  to'painlthem  every 
three  or  four  years  to  keep  them  from  falling  to 
the  ground.  There  was  no  form  or  comeliness  in 
these  monuments;  they  were  of  one  invariable  de- 
scription, and  it  was  not  at  all  creditable  to  the 
Government  to  erect  so  shapeless  a  monument 
there  to  any  person.  But  in  the  present  instance, 
where  a  monument  vv'as  proposed  to  be  erected  in 
memory  of  one  so  distinijuished  for  his  long  public 
services,  distinguished ,  too,  by  the  universal  mourn- 
ing of  a  nation,  as  well  as  by  the  peculiar  honors 
conferred  upon  his  memory  by  this  House  and  the 
other  branch  of  Congress,  it  was  thought  the  duty 
of  the  committee  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  case,  that  it  might  exercise  its  discretionary 
power.  There  was  no  limit  or  sum  fixed  in  the 
resolution,  but  it  was  perfectly  competent  for  the 
House  to  limit  the  Library  Committee  to  any  sut^ 
they  thought  proper.  At  least,  the  Committee  on 
Accounts  thought  they  would  not  discharge  their 
duty  to  the  House  if  in  some  form  or  manner  they 
did  not  call  attention  to  the  subject. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  understood  that  there  was  al- 
ready a  law  upon  the  statue-book  providing  for  the 
erection  of  monuments  in  the  Congressional  bury- 
ing ground  to  every  deceased  member  of  this  body. 
Now,  if  this  resolution  intended  anything  at  all, 
it  intended  to  draw  a  distinction  in  that  ground 
between  the  monuments  that  should  remain  there 
to  the  memory  of  one  class  of  members  and  to 
that  of  another  class.  If  there  was  no  design 
in  this  resolution  to  put  the  country  to  the  ex- 
pense of  a  magnificent  monument,  that  was  to 
overshadow  all  the  monuments  of  the  brother 
members  that  had  passed  off  the  stage  of  action, 
there  was  no  use  in  ihe  resolution  at  all;  be- 
cause, as  he  understood,  there  was  ample  provis- 
ion under  existing  law  for  putting  precisely  the 
durable  monument  that  had  already  been  placed 
there  to  the  memory  of  deceased  members.  If 
there  was  not,  he  would  go  for  any  proposition  to 
put  it  there.  But  he  did  protest  against  this  House 
engaging  in  the  business  of  erecting  splendid, 
magnificent  monuments  to  the  memory  of  deceased 
eminent  statesmen.  Who  had  ever  asked  this 
House  to  erect  a  monument  to  the  memory  of 
Washington,  the  Father  of  his  Country.'  to  the 
memory  of  Jefferson,  or  any  of  the  eminent  states- 
men and  patriots  who  had  gone  before  us.'  The 
people  were  ready  to  take  that  work  into  their  own 
hands. 

The  foundation  of  a  monument,  to  be  erected  by 
general  subscription,  was  about  to  be  laid  in  this 
city  to  Washington;  the  foundation  for  a  monu- 
ment to  Jefferson,  he  understood,  had  already  been 
laid.  No  doubt  a  monument  would  be  erected  to 
the  memory  of  the  di^tinguished  statesman  who 
had  recently  departed  from  our  midst;  but  he 
solemnly  protested  against  this  House  engaging 
in  erecting  these  monuments.  If  they  once  begun 
the  system,  where  was  it  to  end?  Ihere  was  no 
precedent  for  it,  and  no  necessity  for  it.  The 
gentleman  told  them  a  monument  differing  from 
those  usually  erected  should  be  authorized  in  this 
case  on  account  of  the  distinguished  abilities  which 
it  was  desired  to  commemorate.  Were  monu- 
ments in  the  Congressional  burying-ground  to  mark 
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the  distinctive  characters  of  the  men — to  be  more 
or  less  magnificent  in  proportion  to  the  greater  or 
less  abilities,  or  the  higher  or  lower  esteem  in 
which  the  inihviduais  were  held  by  the  people? 
And  this  to  be  done  by  authority  of  Congress? 
Let  there  be  no  distinction;  he  ihatiked  God  there 
was  no  distinction  in  that  burial  o;ronnd.  There 
was  a  perCect  equality  there,  and  a  perfect  equality 
should  remain.  He  did  not  stand  liere  to  say  one 
word  of  the  merits  and  of  the  esteem  in  which  the 
friends  of  this  statesman  held  his  memory,  but  he 
protested  against  drawing  this  distinction  between 
deceased  momliers  of  Congress. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing as  an  amendment  to  the  resolution: 

And  that  tlic  C'oiiiniiltee  on  Acpoiint>i  he,  niiri  they  are 
hereby,  instructed  to  report  to  this  Hou.-p  the  entire  funeral 
expenses  of  the  late  Hon.  Jolin  Quincy  Adams,  and  the  items 
coniposinc  the  same. 

Mr.  VINTON  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  SPEAKER  protein,  stated  that  the  morning 
hour  had  not  expired. 

Mr.  JOFINSON  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  this 
thing  had  been  persisted  in  long  enough.  When 
they  came  to  examine  the  history  of  monuments, 
funeial  processions,  and  appropriations  made  by 
this  House  for  purposes  of  this  description,  it 
seemed  to  him  tiiat  the  great  mass  of  the  people, 
that  the  laborers,  the  tax  payers,  and  those  who 
bore  the  burdens  and  expenses  of  the  Government 
ought  to  be  informed  how  their  money  was  appro- 
priated. If  membeis  of  Congress,  or  individuals 
occupying  any  other  important  public  station,  ren- 
dered meritorious  or  distinguished  services,  the 
country  would  duly  appreciate  them;  they  would 
occupy  a  place  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  their 
countrymen  which  the  appropriation  of  dollars  or 
the  erection  of  monuments  could  not  give  in  this 
country.  It  seemed  proof  to  some  extent  that 
something  was  wanting  in  the  individual  when  we 
saw  the  effort  made  on  the  part  of  legislative  bodies 
to  erect  spires  and  monuments  to  impress  the  minds 
of  the  people. 

Mr.  VINTON  again  called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day,  and  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The  resolution  accordingly  wentover  till  to-mor- 
row, Mr.  Johnson  retaining  his  right  to  the  floor 
upon  it. 

Mr.  FEATHERSTON  inquired  if  the  post 
route  bill  was  not  first  in  order,  the  question  pend- 
ing on  the  motion  to  reconsider  being  a  privileged 
question  ? 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tern,  stated  that  the  motion 
to  .suspend  the  rules  to  go  into  committee  was  in 
order;  if  it  did  not  prevail,  the  postroute  bill  would 
be  first  in  order. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House,  on  Inotion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Root,  of  Ohio,  in  the 
chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  dip- 
lomatic expenses  of  Government  for  the  year 
ending  June  30, 1849,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  delivered  a  speech  on  the  subject 
of  internal  improvements,  in  the  course  of  which 
he  argued  in  opposition  to  doctrines  advanced  on 
this  .subject  in  the  President's  veto  message. 

Mr.  WICK  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  from 
the  tribune  proceeded,  in  a  speech  of  forty-five 
minutes,  to  support  the  Baltimoie  platform  as  it 
respects  the  power  of  Congress  to  legislate  for 
Territories,  and  on  other  topics.  [Mr.  W.'s  speech 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  HUDSON  also  spoke  through  his  hour  on 
the  subject  of  the  power  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment over  slavery  in  the  new  Territories.  To- 
wards the  close  of  Mr.  Hudson's  speech — 

Mr.  LAHM  wished  to  ask  the  gentleman  this 
question:  entertaining  the  views  the  gentleman 
had  expressed  on  the  suliject  of  slavery,  would  he 
vote  for  General  Taylor  for  President? 

Mr.  HUDSON  would  answer  the  gentleman 
very  cheerfully.  The  gentleman,  he  presumed, 
well  understood  that  there  were  two  classes  of  men 
devoted  to  the  institution  of  slavery  in  this  coun- 
try: a  class  of  men  from  the  South,  who,  born 
with  the  institution  about  them,  and  all  their  early 
associations  connected  with  it,  had  reconciled  theni- 
selves  to  it,  and  saw  less  evils  in  it  than  north- 
ern men  were  supposed  to  see, although  he  believed 
all  men  must  admit  it  to  be  a  calamity. 


Here  the  hammer  fell  and  the  hour  expired;  but 
Mr.  FicKLiN  having  obtained  the  floor,  yielded  it 
to — 

Mr,  HUDSON,  who  (in  continuation  of  his 
reply)  said  there  was  another  class  from  the  North 
who  were  often  known  as  dough-faces,  who  le- 
garded  the  institution  precisely  as  he  did,  but  who, 
nevertheless,  for  the  sake  of  the  loaves  and  fishes, 
were  willing  to  bow  to  the  slave  power,  to  the 
slave  institutions — to  do  anything  and  everything 
fur  the  purpose  of  getting  promotion.  Now,  if  he 
was  called  upon  to  select  between  men  of  that 
description,  if  he  was  compelled  to  give  liis  vote 
for  either,  he  should  vote  for  General  Taylor  in 
preference  to  General  Cass,  just  as  lie  would 
vote  for  an  honest  man  in  preference  to  a  hypro- 
crite! 

Mr.  FICKLIN  followed  Mr.  Hudson  in  a  speech 
of  about  forty  minutes,  chit  fly  in  reply  to  Messrs. 
Lincoln  and  Hudson.  [Tliese  several  speeches 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  HILLIARD  then  obtained  the  floor,  and 
moved  that  the  committee  rise;  which  was  not 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  H.  said  his  object  in  obtaining  the  floor  was 
to  makean  explanation  of  some  amendments  which 
he  designed  to  ofler,  for  whicl)*  the  five  minutes 
allowed  by  the  rule  would  not  be  sufficient.  He 
should  at  the  same  time  make  some  observations 
on  some  provisions  of  the  bill,  but  he  would  prefer 
making  his  explanations  and  observations  to-mor- 
row morning. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  suggested  that  there  were  other 
gentleman  who  desired  to  speak  on  this  bill,  and 
he  hoped  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  would  allow 
them  to  go  on  with  their  general  orations,  and  he 
would  have  ample  time  hereafter  to  make  any  ex- 
planation he  might  desire  to  make. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  was  quite  willing  to  allow  any 
other  gentleman  to  proceed,  though  he  should  pre- 
fer that  the  committee  should  rise,  so  that  he 
could  speak  on  the  merits  of  the  bill  to-morrow 
morning.  There  was  other  business  with  which 
the  House  could  occupy  itself  for  the  residue  of 
litis  day.  Amongst  other  undisposed  of  measures 
was  the  postroute  bill,  which  might  be  acted  upon; 
and  he  would  therefore  again  move  that  the  com- 
mittee rise. 

Tiie  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

HOUR  OF  MEETING. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  House  yesterday  changed  the  hour 
of  meeting  fromllto  10  o'clock.  Instead  of  saving 
the  time  of  the  House,  he  was  satisfied  tha  tby 
that  resolution  a  contrary  effect  would  be  produced, 
or  at  least  that  no  more  business  would  be  done; 
for  when  were  the  committees  to  meet?  Tiie 
House  must  be  aware  that  the  bills  which  came 
from  the  Senate  had  to  be  referred  to  cointniitees, 
and  the  committees  had  also  before  them  much 
business  of  the  House,  which  they  could  not  attend 
to  if  this  House  should  persist  in  meeting  at  10 
o'clock. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  remarked  that  if  the  House 
did  not  wish  the  committees  to  sit,  he  desired  it  to 
say  so  by  the  adoption  of  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia.  On  that  motion  he  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  COBB  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  and  con- 
tended that  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont was  made  too  late,  inasmuch  as  the  order 
which  the  House  made  yesterday  had  been  in  part 
executed.  If  the  House  should  now  reconsider 
that  resolution,  what,  he  asked,  would  be  its  effect 
on  the  proceedings  of  the  House  from  ten  to  eleven 
o'clock  this  morning?  If  it  was  desired  to  change 
the  time  of  meeting,  the  House  could  do  it  without 
reconsidering  the  resolution  adopted  yesterday  by 
the  introduction  of  another. 

Thd  SPEAKER  overruled  the  point  of  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table,  and  it  was  negatived:  Yeas  54, 
nays  75. 

The  resolution  was  then  reconsidered. 

Mr.  McKAY  rose  and  said  he  desired  to  move  an 
amendment  lo  the  resolution  to  provide  for  a  recess 
each  day.     ["  No,  no,  no."] 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  tlic  table.     Agreed  to. 


The  effect  of  this  proceeding  is,  that  the  House 
will   meet  at  the  hour  of  eleven  until  otherwise 
ordered. 
SLAVERY  IN  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  VENABLE  rose  and  said  that  a  bill  was 
introduced  yesterday,  by  unanimous  consent,  to 
repeal  the  first  section  of  an  act  conceriiinir  the 
Districtof  Columbia,  approved  February  27,1801, 
and  all  other  acts  and  parts  of  acts  that  in  any 
manner  interfere  with,  regulate,  or  sustain  the 
in.stiiution  of  slavery  in  the  said  District.  The 
object  of  that  bill  was  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Coluimbia,  and  if  he  had  been  aware  of 
the  introduction  of  the  bill  at  the  time,  he  should 
have  objected  to.it.  He  now  moved  a  refonsider- 
ation,  for  the  purpose  of  saying  that  he  hoped  the 
Committee  for  the  Distiict  of  Columbia  would 
speedily  brinjc  it  before  the  House.  Although  he 
did  not  think  they  had  any  jurisdiction  over  the 
subject  to  which  the  bill  related,  yet  he  was  willing 
to  meet  it,  and  prepared  to  meet  it,  rather  than  that 
it.  should  lie  in  the  committee-room  unacted  on. 
He  then  withdrew  the  motion  to  reconsider. 
-  Mr.  FARRELLY  rose  to  inquire  if  the  House 
had  not  rescindi-d  the  resolution  adopted  yesterday 
fixing  the  hour  of  meeting  at  ten  o'clock? 

The  SPEAK^ER  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  FARRELLY  then  said,  when  the  House 
adopted  the  resolution  to  meet  at  ten  o'clock,  that 
vote  was  an  abrogation  of  the  earlier  resolutioti 
fixing  eleven  o'clock;  and,  as  the  resolution  to 
meet  at  ten  had  been  rescinded,  there  was  no  time 
fixed;  and  he  desired  to  know  when  the  House  was 
to  meet  to-morrow.  ["The  House  is  adjourned 
sine  die."]  He  asked  if  there  was  any  resolution 
which  bound  the  House  to  meet  at  any  hour. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  WHITE-,  without  waiting  for  the  question 
to  i)e  answered,  moved  that  the  House  lake  from 
the  Speaker's  table,  and  act  upon,  the  widows' 
pension  bill. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  an  adjournment,  which  - 
was  carried;  and   the  House  adjourned  to  eleven 
o'clock,  to-morrow  morning. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  June  20, 1848. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  the  credentials  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Fitzgerald,  appointed  by  the  Governor 
of  Michigan  to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by 
the  resignation  of  Mr.  Cass. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD,  after  having  been  duly 
qualified,  took  his  seat. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  communication  from  the  War  Department,  made 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  15th  instant, 
calling  for  the  number  of  recruits  enlisted  within 
the  last  ninety  days,  for  during  the  war  with  Mex- 
ico. 

[The  Adjutant  General  reports  the  number  of 
regular  recruits  at  1,2.33,  and  the  volunteers  at 
1,246,  making  a  total  of  2,479.] 

MEMORIALS   AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  a  memorial  from  Em- 
ily Maria  Pinkney,  infant  daughter  of  Commander 
Pinkney,  who  was  drowned  atTuspan  on  the  15th 
of  May  last;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

[The  memorial  is  in  the  hand  writing  of  Miss  Pink- 
ney, and  sets  forth  that  she  is  nine  years  old,  and 
that  her  father  was  drowned  in  the  execution  of 
his  duty;  and  that,  having  lost  her  mother,  she  is 
thereby  cut  off  from  the  support  which  the  law 
allows  only  to  widows,  and  she  asks  that  Congress 
will  pass  a  special  act  for  her  relief.] 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  me- 
morial from  Margaret  Deveal  and  Littleton  Bailey, 
asking  the  confirmation  of  their  titles  to  tracts  of 
land;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  PEARCE,  from  the  Commitiee  on  the  Li- 
brary, refiortcd  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  ihe 
presentation  to  the  Government  of  France  of  a 
series  of  the  standard  weights  and  measures  of  the 
United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P.,  (he  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  lesolution;  and,  at'ter  having 
been  explained,  it  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  was  subsequently 
read  a  third  time,  by  uuanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 
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Mr.  MASOX,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  House  Bills  for  tlie  relief  of  B.  O.  Tayloe 
and  John  fi.  Baker,  without  amendment. 

jMr.  MASON  also,  from  the  satne  committee, 
piade  (in  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition  of  Ar- 
nold Naudain. 

Mr.  MASON'  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  B.  Ren- 
ner,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  RUSEv,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Atfaiis,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Albert  Pine. 

Mr.  RUSK  also,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  A.G.  Henry, 
of  Illinois,  without   amendment. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  the  following  House  bills,  with- 
out amendment: 

For  the  relief  of  Almedeus  Scott. 

For  lite  relief  of  Elijah  Bragdon's  widow. 
Mr.WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an   unlavorable  report  on  the   bill  from  the 
House  for  the  relief  of  H.  D.  Johnson. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  also,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported,  with  amendments,  the  following 
House  bills: 

Fiir  the  relief  of  Samuel  A.  Greer. 

For  the  relief  of  Eleanor  B.  Watkins,  widow  of 
Gassaway  Watkins. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  considered  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  passed: 

House  bill  to  rci;ulate  the  exchange  of  certain 
documents  and  other  publications  of  Congress. 

House  ~bill  giving  further  time  for  satisfying 
claims  for  bounty  lands  and  other  purposes. 

ADULTERATED  DRUGS. 

Mr.  DIX  moved  to  postpone  the  prior  orders, 
and  to  take  up  the  House  bill  in  relation  to  the 
prohibition  of  adulterated  drugs,  in  pursuance  of 
notice  given  yesterday;  which  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  DIX  said  that  this  bill  had  been  considered 
in  a  committee  of  the  House  composed  partly  of 
members  of  the  medical  profession.  A  similar  bill 
had  been  reported  by  him  in  the  Senate,  from  the 
Committee  on  Commerce.  In  the  opinion  of  many, 
the  bill  of  the  Senate  was  considered  preferable  to 
the  other,  on  some  accounts.  As  the  subject  was 
well  understood  by  Senators,  he  would  not  go 
into  any  lengthened  explanations,  but  would  con- 
tent himself  with  moving  to  strike  out  the  provi- 
sions of  the  House  bill,  and  substitute  the  Senate 
bill. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  said  this  bill  belonged  to  that 
class  of  legislation  which  attempts  to  put  the  bell 
on  the  cat.  He  had  no  foith  in  it.  The  materials 
would  be  brought  here,  and  the  spurious  drugs 
would  be  manufactured.  If  we  could  stop  the 
compounding  of  these  drugs,  interdict  patients  from 
taking,  and  physicians  from  prescribinjc,  we  might 
do  some  good.  He  would  not  oppose  the  bill,  but 
he  had  no  faith  in  this  legislation. 

AJr.  DIX  refen-ed  to  the  practice  which  prevails 
in  Great  Biitain  as  to  the  examination  of  drugs 
and  medicines.  He  said  that  spurious  drugs  were 
imported,  in  large  quantities,  into  various  ports. 
Peruvian  bark,  blue  pill,  and  quinine,  had  been 
introduced  in  a  spurious  and  pernicious  form. 
He  did  not  know  whether  Congress  had  power  to 
put  an  end  to  the  evil;  but  as  it  was  a  matter  of 
life  and  death,  it  was  a  subject  deserving  of  the 
most  serious  consideration.  The  physician  seldom 
compounds  the  medicine,  and  cannot  always  detect 
what  is  spurious,  as  tlie  comi>oundiiig  is  left  to  the 
opothccary.  He  thought  it  the  duty  of  Congress 
to  take  some  steps  to  terminate  the  evil. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  stated  that  drugs 
were  prepared  for  this  market  in  Belgium  and 
France,  of  spurious  and  poisonous  materials.  Prus- 
sian blue  was  mingled  with  lilue  mass,  and  poisons 
were  sometimes  substituted.  He  had  conversed 
with  medical  men  in  New  York,  who  were  all  in 
favor  of  such  a  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mas.sachusetts,  said  there  wa.s 
no  exaggeration  in  the  statements  which  had  been 
made  by  the  Senators  who  had  preceded  him.  The 
bill  had  been  prepared  in  pursuance  of  the  views 
of  .sfMnc  of  our  most  eminent  chemists.  If  wc  can 
stop  the  importation  of  the  spurious  drug  from 
abroad,  we  shall  know  how  to  deal  with  those  who 
n)!iy  choose  to  go  into  their  adulteration  in  the 
United  Slates. 

Mr.  BORLAND  said  a  few  words  in   favor  of 


the  bill;  believing,  from  his  own  experience  as  a 
medical  practitioner,  that  it  would  diminish  the  ex- 
isting evil.  He  attributed  the  success  of  empirics 
to  the  use  of  genuine  drugs. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  expressed  his  apprehension 
that  the  bill  could  not  have  the  effect  of  termina- 
ting the  evil. 

Mr.  DIX  referred  to  the  opinion  of  a  national 
convention  on  the  subject;  the  opinion  of  which 
was,  that  the  bill  would  prove  beneficial  if  it  was 
not  too  much  restricted  in  its  provisions. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to;  and  the  bill, 
as  amended,  was  read  a  thii-d  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DIX,  the  title  was  amended. 

SUPREME  COURT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  the  bill  to  promote 
the  despatch  of  business  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
to  repeal  the  second  section  of  the  act  approved 
June  17,  1844,  entitled  ''An  act  concerning  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,"  was  then 
taken  up. 

Mr.  BUTLER  said  there  was  an  incon.sistency 
between  this  bill  and  one  which  he  had  reported 
yesterday;  and  he  should  therefore  move  to  lay 
the  bill  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  motion  having  been  withdrawn — 

Mr.  BADGER  said  he  felt  no  solicitude  at  all 
about  the  bill.  It  might  be  amended  or  rejected, 
or  any  other  disposition  may  be  made  of  it  that 
the  Senate  might  please.  The  bill  had  received 
the  entire  approbation  of  those  to  whom  he  had 
shown  it.  He  thought  the  best  way  was  to  pass 
over  the  liill  informally  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BUTLER  acceded  to  the  postponement  of 
the  bill  until  to-morrow,  stating  that  he  did  not 
know  that,  after  examination,  he  should  oppose 
the  bill. 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Senate 
proceeded-io  the  consideration  of  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill,  the  question  being  on  concurring  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  its  adoption  of  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  Senator  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Bei.l.] 

Mr.  BELL  then  repeated  the  arguments  he  had 
formerly  brought  forward  in  support  of  his  amend- 
ment, recapitulating  the  prominent  facts  which 
have  already  been  reported— the  treaty  of  New 
Echota,  by  which  it  was  stipulated  by  a  portion  of 
the  Cherokee  tribe,  without  the  consent  of  the 
greater  part  of  the  nation,  that  the  whole  of  the 
lands  of  the  nation  should  be  ceded  to  the  United 
States  for  five  millions  of  dollars;  that  fifty-three 
dollars  and  thirty-three  cents  should  be  paid,  as 
commutation  for  the  cost  of  removal  and  subsist- 
ence, to  all  of  the  Indians,  whether  they  removed 
or  not,  and  that  this  commutation  was  not  to  be 
deducted  from  the  five  millions,  but  paid  out  of  the 
treasury.  The  portion  of  the  Cherokee  Indians 
resident  in  North  Carolina,  who  were  ignorant  of 
the  treaty,  who  had  lost  their  lands,  and  who  had 
refused  to  move,  had  not  received  any  portion  of 
the  principal  debt  or  of  the  commutation  money; 
and  the  amendment  provided  for  this  payment. 

It  had  been  contended  by  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Hunter]  that  it  was  absurd  to  pay 
these  North  Carolina  Indians  for  removal  and  sub- 
sistence, when,  in  fact,  they  refused  to  remove. 
The  answer  is,  that  we  have  taken  their  country 
from  them,  and  we  are  bound  to  pay  the  equiva- 
lent which  was  stipulated.  He  admitted  that  the 
treaty  was  drawn  up  in  a  loose  way,  very  discred- 
itable to  the  United  States;  but  the  right  of  these 
North  Carolina  Indians  to  receive  the  equivalent 
from  the  treasury  of  the  United  Slates  had  been 
admitted  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
He  calculated,  that  as  one-fifteenth  part  of  the  tribe, 
they  were  entitled  to  receive  ^2.')0,000  as  their 
share  of  the  wild  and  uncultivated  lands  sold  and 
ceded  to  the  United  States.  Instead  of  this  sum, 
it  is  proposed  to  give  them  not  more  than  Jj>5(),0()0 
or  ^GO,U(JO.  Indeed,  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Indian  Affairs  cuts  it  down  to #12,000  or  $15,000. 
He  would  not  suppose  that  the  opposition  arose 
from  the  fact  that  these  Indians  are  ffcble  and 
powerless.  On  the  ground  of  justice  and  humanity 
the  claim  ought  to  be  exclusively  advocated. 

He  referred  frec|ue,nily  to,  and  made  many  quo- 
tations from,  the  treaty  of  New  Ec-,hota,  the  talk 
of  the  President  to  the  (!Iherokees,  the  language  of 
the  Commissioner,  in  order  to  hIiow  that  commu- 


tation for  removal  and  subsistence  was  due  to  the 
North  Carolina  Indians. 

Mr.  HUNTER  then  rose  to  defend  himself 
against  the  imputation  rai.sed  against  him  by  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Badger,]  that 
he  had,  by  reviving;  this  debate,  violated  the  usages 
of  the  Senate.  He  regretted  if  he  had  done  so, 
and  apologized  on  the  ground  of  liis  ignorance  of 
such  usage,  claimins:  the  credit  of  a  good  motive. 
He  then  replied  to  the  statements  and  arguments 
of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  and  restated  his 
own  opinions.  According  to  his  construction  of 
the  treaty,  he  maintained  that  the  North  Carolina 
"  Indians  had  no  just  claim  to  the  Commutation  for 
removal  and  subsistence,  which  was  only  to  be 
given  to  those  who  removed,  after  they  had  reached 
their  new  homes.  He  insisted  that  these  Indians 
had  no  claim  under  the  treaty.  He  objected  to 
the  amendment,  because  it  would  be  a  precedent  to 
be  referred  to  in  a  much  larger  case  which  was 
submitted  to  the  arbitration  of  the  United  States. 
He  stated  that  the  Government  had  held  out  liberal 
inducements  to  the  Cherokee  Indians  to  remove, 
giving  them,  in  exchange  for  the  seven  millions  of 
acres  which  they  ceded  to  the  United  States,  four- 
teen millions  of  rich  land.  The  Government  never 
intended  to  place  the  Cherokees  who  refused  to 
remove  on  the  same  fooling  with  those  who  had 
removed. 

Mr.  ATFIERTON  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  insertinga  provision  directing  the  amount 
appropriated  by  the  amendment,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Ciierokees  of  North  Carolina,  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  general  Cherokee  fund  under  the  treaty  of  New 
Echota. 

Mr.  NILES  expressed  a  hope  that  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  would  accept  this  amenilment,  aa 
a  modification  of  his  amendment,  as  he  considered 
it  fair  and  equitable. 

Mr.  BELL  replied  that  the  effect  of  this  amend- 
ment would  be  to  absorb  the  fund  on  which  it  pro- 
posed to  charge  this  appropriation.  It  would  be 
robbing  one  fund  to  pay  another.  It  was  a  ques- 
tion involving  the  honor  and  justice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  not  whether  we  should  take  the 
amount  out  of  a  fund  to  which  the  Indians  were 
admitted  to  be  entitled,  instead  of  out  of  the  treas- 
ury. By  adopting  the  amendment,  you  give  the 
North  Carolina  Indians  some  relief,  to  be  sure,  but 
you  take  it  out  of  their  own  fund. 

Mr.  NILES  insisted  that  the  principle  of  the 
amendment  was  the  correct  one. 

Mr.  PHELPS  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire.  He  thought 
the  payment  should  be  made  out  of  the  Cherokee 
fund,  and  not  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Atherton,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atlierton,  Beiiloii,  Borland,  Bradbury, 
Breese,  Biij^lit,  Davis  of  IVIi!=si<;?i|ipi,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Downs, 
Foote,  Hamlin,  HuntPr,Jolinsnn  of  Groiiiia,  Mason,  Phelps, 
Slnrai'on,  Tnrncy,  Westcott.  and  Yulce — 30. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Berrien,  Butler, 
Clarlte,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachusett-;,  Greene,  Hale, 
Houston,  Johnson  ofMaiyland,  Johnson  oI'Lonisiana, Lewis, 
iMangum',  Miller,  Rusk,  Spruance,  Underwood,  aud  Up- 
ham— 20. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  gave  the  casting  vote 
in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Bell's 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  aflarmalive,  as  fol- 
lows: 

'  YEAS — Messrs.  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Benton,  Berrien, 
Butler,  CA-.xrke,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Ma.ssachusetts,  Downs, 
Greene,  Hale,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  Lewis,  Mangum,  Miller,  Niles,  Pearcc,  Kusk, 
Spruance,  Underwood,  and  U|)liain — ^4. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Borland,  Brndhnry,  Breese, 
Bright,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Di.\,  Fetch,  Foote, 
Hamlin,  Hnnter,  Jdlinson  of  Georgia,  Mason,  Plielps,  Stur- 
geon, Tnrncy,  Wi'strott,  and  Ynlec — 19. 

Mr.  BORLAND  then  renewed  an  amendment 
in  relation  to  an  increase  of  Indian  agents;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

An  amendment  was  seht  to  the  Chair  in  relation 
to  the  payment  of  an  Indian  agent  by  the  name 
of  Mitchell,  by  Mr.  HANNEGAN;  which  was 
adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  and 
was  read  a  third  time;  and  on  the  question  "  Shall 
the  bill  pass  ?" — 

Mr.  ATHERTON  exercised  his  privilege,  and 
objected  to  it,  on  the  ground  of  a  desire  to  examine 
the  effect  of  the  amendment  on  the  appropriations 
required  by  the  bill. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  June  21,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  rend  and  approved. 
REPORT  Of  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

Mr.  BEDINGER,  hy  leave,  in  behalf  of  the 
minority  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures, 
made  a  report  in  relation  to  the  annual  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  state  of  the 
finances,  made  to  Congress  during  the  present  ses- 
sion. 

Mr.  STROHM  inquired  whether  the  question 
would  not  be  on  adopting  the  resolutions  contained 
in  the  report? 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  the  first  question  would 
be  on  printing,  and  then  on  adopting  the  resolu- 
tions reported. 

The  question  being  put  on  printing  the  report, 
it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolutions  contained  in  the  minority  report — 

Mr.  CO'BB  moved  to  amend  the  second  resolu- 
tion in  such  a  manner  as  to  order  the  same  Dum- 
ber of  copies  of  the  minority's  report  as  of  the 
majority's,  and  that  the  two  reports  be  printed  to- 
gether. 

Mr.  STROHM  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment,  but  he  felt  it  due  to 
the  majority  of  the  committee  to  say  a  few  words 
before  the  question  should  be  taken. 

Through  the  politeness  of  the  gentleman  froTn 
Virginia,  [Mr.  Bedinger,]  he  had  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  looking  over  a  copy  of  the  report  of  tlie 
minority,  and  he  must  say  that  a  part  of  that  re- 
port appeared  to  him  to  be  of  a  very  extraordinary 
character;  so  much  so,  tliat  he  must  embrace  this 
opportunity  to  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  it.  The 
minority  set  out  by  saying  that  certain  members 
of  the  committee  had  gone  into  an  examination  of 
the  report  submitted  to  Congress  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  had  prepared  an  elaborate 
statement  of  alleged  errors  in  that  report,  without 
giving  any  information  either  to  the  Secretary  or 
to  the  other  membeis  of  the  committee,  that  such 
an  investisfttion  would  take  place. 

Mr.  BEDINGER  said,  in  explanation,  that  the 
copy  submitted  by  him  to  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Strohm,]  was,  as  he  had 
staled  to  him,  only  a  rough  draught  of  the  report, 
and  the  charge  to  which  the  gentleman  had  now 
alluded  was  not  inserted  in  the  report.  The  gen- 
tleman would  find  not  a  word  of  the  kind  in  that 
document. 

Mr.  STROHM  was  happy  to  hear  that  this 
charge  had  been  dropped.  A  misunderstanding 
had  existed  among  the  members  of  the  committee 
as  to  the  time  and  place  of  meeting.  But,  on  be- 
half of  the  majority  of  the  committee,  he  would 
say,  they  did  not  consider  themselves  called  upon 
to  give  any  notice  to  the  Secretary  before  tliey 
went  into  a  scrutiny  of  his  report  to  the  House. 
That  was  a  public  official  document,  and,  as  such, 
fairly  suliject  to  the  most  careful  examination.  It 
was  a  larjje  document,  and  contained  statements 
from  different  subordinate  officers  of  the  depart- 
ment— from  the  Register,  the  Treasurer,  &c.;  but 
the  whole  had  been  submitted  to  the  House  as  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The 
several  portions  of  it  were  made  by  officers  over 
whom  he  had  control,  and  therefore  the  entire 
document  was  to  be  considered,  and  always  was 
treated  and  spoken  of,  as  emanating  from  the  Sec- 
retary. In  the  report  of  the  majority, 'Mr.  S.  had 
endeavored  to  point  out  and  explain  .some  of  the 
errors  contained  in  that  report.  The  minority  re- 
port now  submitted  was  occupied  in  the  first  fifteen 
or  twenty  pages  by  an  argument  intended  to  show 
thai,  if  there  were  errors  in  the  report  submitted 
to  Congress,  the  Secretary  was  not  chargeable  with 
them.  He  was  not  called  upon  by  law  to  submit 
these  details  to  the  House.  This  Mr.  S.  was  not 
goini;  to  dispute:  but  these  several  statements  came 
to  the  House  under  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary, 
he  .sent  them  to  the  House  as  true  statements,  and 
the  House  was  entirely  justified  in  considering  and 
treating  them  as  his.  If,  however,  the  minority 
could  succeed  in  shifting  the  responsibility  from 
the  shoulders ^of  the  Secretary,  and  fixing  it  on  his 
subordinates,  he  supposed  they  would  have  to  bear 
it  as  they  could. 

The  report  of  the  majority  alleged  that  the  Sec- 
retary had  not,  in  his  rejioit,  given  to  Congress 
the  information  re(|uired  by  law,  and  which  Con- 
gresB  had  a  right  to  expect,  but  had,  on  the  con- 


trary, presented  erroneous  statements,  calculated 
to  mislead  the  House. 

Mr.  S.  here  referred  to  the  act  of  1847,  22d  sec- 
tion, to  show  what  was  required  of  the  Secretary 
in  relation  to  the  treasury  notes  authorized  by  that 
act,  and  recapitulated  the  points  in  which  he  main- 
tained the  report  of  the  Secretary  to  have  been 
defective.  To  some  of  these  charges  the  minority 
had  attempted  to  respond,  and,  in  the  first  part  of 
their  reply,  gravely  charged  the  majority  with 
having  overlooked  entirely  a  report  made  by  the 
Secretary.  Mr.  S.  explained,  and  stated  that  this 
report,  which  he  was  charged  with  having  over- 
looked, had  never  been  seen  by  him  or  any  other 
member  of  the  House  till  a  few  days  ago,  viz:  on 
the  17th  of  the  present  month — i.  e.,  six  months 
after  the  Secretary's  report  was  sent  in.  It  had 
been  reported  to  the  House,  and  immediately  sent 
to  the  printers;  but,  though  it  was  a  document  of 
great  value,  and  did  not  contain  over  500  pages, 
the  printers  had  had  it  in  their  hands  for  nearly  six 
months.  How  this  happened,  Mr.  S.  should  not 
stop  to  inquire. 

Mr.  CONGER  (chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing)  here  rose  to  explain.  This  was  the  doc- 
ument which,  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary,  had 
been  repeatedly  sent  back  to  him;  and  the  printers 
had  experienced  the  greatest  difficulty  in  getting  it 
from  him  at  all.  The  index  to  it  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  Secretary  for  four  or  five  weeks,  and  so 
continued,  though  almost  daily  called  for.  The 
responsibility  for  this  delay  rested  with  the  Secre- 
tary, and  with  him  alone. 

Mr.  STROHM  said  he  had  supposed  such  to  be 
the  fact,  and  he  rendered  his  thanks  to  the  honor- 
able gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing  for  the  explanation  lie  had  given.  Thus 
it  appeared  that  the  information  which  the  major- 
ity of  the  committee  were  charged  with  having 
overlooked  had  beeji  withheld  by  the  Secretary 
himself.  What  he  had  been  doing  with  this  docu- 
ment all  that  while,  whether  he  detained  it  to  make 
alterations  after  it  had  been  officially  reported  to 
the  House,  iVJr.  S.  did  not  know,  but  it  seemed  to 
him  extremely  probable. 

How  the  minority  of  the  committee  had  got 
access  to  this  withheld  document,  Mr.  S.,  to  use 
a  Yankee  phrase,  could  guess. 

Mr.  S.  here  went  into  various  quotations,  first 
from  the  report  of  the  majority,  formerly  made  !'y 
himself,  and  then  from  the  report  of  the  minority 
in  reply,  (both  lying  before  him;)  but,  as  these 
related  to  figures,  no  report  of  particulars  could, 
of  course,  be  given  by  a  reporter  so  as  to  be  intel- 
ligible to  the  reader. 

Having  gone  though  a  revision  of  the  charges 
of  error  contained  in  the  majority's  report,  and 
attributed  by  them  to  the  Secretary,  and  having 
defended  them  as  well  founded  and  fully  justified 
by  that  document,  notwithstanding  the  explana- 
tions and  palliations  of  the  minority  report,  Mr. 
S.  proceeded,  in  the  next  place,  to 'notice  that  por- 
tion of  the  minority  report  which  retorted  the 
charge  of  error  on  the  report  of  the  majority.  He 
reminded  the  House  that  the  majority  had  never 
pretended  that  their  report  was  wholly  free  from 
mistakes;  in  an  examination  so  extensive,  that 
was  hardly  to  be  expected;  and  while  he  admitted 
that  there  were  some  errors  in  the  report,  the  only 
wonder  was  that  they  were  so  few.  And  he 
would,  by  examining  those  charged  by  the  minor- 
ity, satisfy  every  candid  mind  that  they  did  not 
amount  to  much,  after  all. 

After  noticing,  in  detail,  their  several  charges  of 
error,  Mr.  S.  said  that  the  majority  had  had  no 
intention,  by  their  report,  to  make  a  personal  at- 
tack upon  Mr.  Walker;  they  had  no  wish  to  injure 
him;  their  only  object  had  been  to  have  the  annual 
fiscal  report  of  the  country  rendered  correct.  They 
had  pointed  out  some  of  the  errors  it  contained,  of 
which  some  might  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Young 
or  Mr.  Graham;  but  as  they  appeared  in  the  offi- 
cial document  rendered  to  Congress,  under  the 
sanction  and  in  the  name  of  the  Secretary,  the 
comiTiittee  had  treated  them  as  his.  Mr.  Young 
had  made  a  supplemental  report  correcting  some 
of  the  statements  previously  made.  The  minority 
cliarged  the  majority  with  having  fallen  into  errors 
in  their  report  to  the  amount  of  $11,000;  it  might 
be  that  they  had,  though  Mr.  S.  did  n<it  admit  it 
to  be  so,  not  having  had  time  fully  to  examine. 
But  admitting  that  they  had  erred  to  the  amount 
of  $11,000,  they  had  detected  errors  in  the  Secre- 
tary's report  k)  the  amount  of  p, 400,000. 


Mr.  BEDINGER  next  obtained  the  floor,  but 
the  morning  hour  had  expired,  and  the  subject 
therefore  went  over. 

POST  ROUTE  BILL. 
Mr.  GOGGIN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  this  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  that  he  might  have  an  opportunity 
to  submit  the  following  amendment: 

Prouirferf,  Thai  nntliin?  contained  in  ttiis  bill  shall  he  so 
construed  as  to  express  any  (jpiiiion  as  to  the  true  houndury 
of  any  State  or  Territory  tlieiein  named. 

Mr.  VINTON  read  an  amendment  which  he 
desired  to  offer,  as  follows: 

^ndhe  it  further  enacted,  Thatnothinj^in  this  act  contained 
shall  he  held  or  con-^tnied  to  affect  any  claim  or  question  of 
boundary  or  jurisdiction  of  any  State  or  Territory  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  explained.  He  said  that  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
was  in  substance  the  amendment  which  he  had 
offered. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  asked  what 
necessity  there  was  for  such  an  amendment,  for 
all  questions  of  boundary  were  completely  settled 
and  set  at  rest. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  again  explained.  The  necessity 
did  not  arise  between  this  country  and  Mexico, 
but  between  State  and  State.  The  post  routes 
were  arranged  l)y  States,  and  this  was  to,  avoid 
any  difficulty  between  Texas  and  the  new  States 
which  may  be  formed  out  of  the  new  territory 
which  we  have  now  acquired  from  Mexico. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  still  insisted  that  the  gentle- 
man's answer  was  not  a  good  one,  and  he  could 
not  see  why  the  amendment  should  be  inserted. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said,  if  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  only  looked  at  the  bill  he  would  have 
seen  that  the  post  routes  were  separated  into  States, 
and  when  they  came  to  Texas  the  distinction  was 
drawn  between  the  Stale  and  the  Territories,  and  it 
was  deemed  prudent  to  guard  against  the  establish- 
ment of  a  boundary  by  a  post  route- bill,  which 
heretofore  had  occasioned  some  trouble.  It  was 
designed  to  avoid  the  expression  of  an  opinion 
that  Texas  extended  to  this  or  that  or  the  other 
place,  leaving  the  settlement  of  boundaries  to  those 
whom  it  concerns. 

Mr.  PILLSBURY  protested  against  the  course 
pursued  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  said 
the  people  of  that  Territory  who  asked  for  these 
post  routes  were  citizens  of  this  country,  paying 
taxes  to  support  its  Government.  Why  then 
should  the  question  of  boundary  be  started  here  in 
a  post  route  bill,  especially  when  they  were  carry- 
ing post  routes  to  Bremen,  Norway,  and  Liver- 
pool > 

Mr.  GOGGIN  did  not  blame  the  honorable  gen- 
man  from  Texas  [Mr.  Pillsbury]  and  his  col- 
league [Mr.  Kaufman]  for  standing  by  every  inch 
of  that  territory  so  strenuously;  but  he  must  be' 
permitted  to  tell  the  gentlemen  that  this  question 
had  been  raised  by  the  people  ofTexas  themselves. 
And  even  the  President  had  maintained  that  a  por- 
tion of  that  territory  did  not  belong  to  Texas,  for 
he  had  treated  Santa  Fe  as  a  portion  of  the  Repub- 
lic of  Mexico. 

Mr.  PILLSBURY  denied  that  the  question  waa 
disputable.  The  right  ofTexas  was  well  estab- 
lished, and  hence  it  was  with  the  utmost  astonish- 
ment that  he  beard  these  olijections  raised. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  said  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Goggin]  was  mistaken  in  saying  that 
the  President  had  in  any  manner  denied  the  right 
ofTexas  to  the  territory  east  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
If  he  would  look  at  the  President's  special  mes- 
sage of  December  22,  1846,  to  this  House,  he 
would  ascertain  his  error.  The  President  there 
said  that  the  government  instituted  at  Santa  Fe 
was  only  for  temporary  purposes,  and  as  in  no  way 
calculated  to  im|iair  any  of  the  rights  of  Texas. 
He  would  also  find  in  one  of  the  President's  an- 
nual mes.'ages  that  the  President  said  that  the 
Texas  annexed  to  the  United  States  was  with  the 
boundaries  as  described  by  Texas  lierselt. 

Mr.  K.  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
feared  that  the  establishment  of  these  routes  would 
cotifirm  the  title  to  Texas.  Well,  if  it  would  be  a 
confirmation,  that  confirmation  has  already  been 
made.  The  last  Congress  had  established  post- 
routes  in  this  .same  section  of  country,  (on  the 
lower  Rio  Grande.)  They  had  established  routes 
from  Corpus  Christi  to  Point  Isabel,  and  from 
Point  Isabel  to  Fml  Rrown,  which  was  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  Rio  Grande,  opposite  to  Matamoros. 
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Mr.  K.  said  that  the  routes  so  strenuously  ob- 
jected to  had  all  been  recommended  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  Texas,  imd  none  of  them  were  within  six 
hundred  miles  of  Santa  Fc.  He  suid  he  was  as- 
tonished to  hear  these  objections  at  this  time.  Last 
session  a  similar  objection  was  made  by  gentle- 
men. We  were  then,  they  .«!aid,  treading  on  JVie.K- 
ican  territory.  Now,  however,  the  war  had  clcsed, 
and  the  boundary'had  lieen  established  to  the  Rio 
Grande.  The  same  objection  was  still  made,  but 
the  reasons  had  assumed  a  different  phase.  We 
were  now  treading  on  the  ri;:;hts  of  tlie  United 
States!  Mr.  K.  said  that  Colonel  Benton  admitted 
that  ilie  boundary  of  Texas  included  the  lower 
Rio  Grande.  Even  John  Gluincy  Adams,  as  late 
us  the  13th  of  May,  1846,  (the  day  war  was 
declared  liy  the  Uniietj  Stales,)  admitted  that  the 
western  line  of  Texas  run  a  short  distance  up  the 
Rio  Grande.  Mr.  K.  said  that  the  rightof  Texas 
to  all  the  soil  east  of  the  Rio  Grande  had  been  con- 
firmed 10  Texas  by  a  treaiy  with  Mexico,  dated 
May  14,  183(),  which  on  another  occasion  he  had 
shown  was  a  valid  and  bindinii;  treaty.  To  this 
portion  of  the  territory  where  these  routes  are  pro- 
posed to  be  established,  Texas  had  always  held 
possession  since  the  days  of  her  revolution.  Mex- 
ico was  afraid  to  meet  our  rangers  on  the  east  side 
of  the  Rio  Grande.  Her  right  was  good.  It  was 
founded  upon  revolution;  it  was  maintained  by 
force  of  arms. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  replied,  amidst  much  noise  and 
confusion.  He  was  very  partially  lieard  by  the 
reporter,  but  was  understood  as  saying  that  Mr. 
Kal'F.man  Imd  himself  virtually  acknowledged  that 
the  claim  of  Texas  up  to  the  upper  Rio  Grande 
was  subject  to  doubt.  He  knew  that  the  capital  of 
New  Mexico  had  submitted  to  the  arms  of  the 
United  States.  Did  our  army  attack  a  city  in  the 
midst  of  one  of  the  States  of  the  Union.'  What 
sort  of  a  conquest  was  it  to  subdue  one  of  our  own 
cities?  The  gentleman  had  referred  to  the  author- 
ity of  Colonel  Benton.  Mr.  G.  was  glad  to  hear 
such  an  authority  invoked  by  him.  Colonel  Ben- 
ton had  said,  in  his  place  in  the  Senate,  when  our 
army  was  on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  our  fleet  block- 
ading the  mouth  of  the  river,  that  our  march  was 
a  piratical  war — a  war  in  disguise — and  that  the 
country  on  that  river  no  more  belonged  to  us  than 
to  a  nation  which  never  had  heard  of  its  existence. 
The  same  gentleman,  speaking  of  the  advance  of 
our  army  under  the  orders  of  the  President,  said 
that  if  he  were  sitting  on  a  court  martial,  he  would 
hang  any  man  who  had  obeyed  such  an  order  of 
the  President. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  C.  J. 
Ln'geusoll,]  while  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Alfairs,  and  speaking  officially  on  the 
subject  of  the  Texas  boundary,  had  settled  the 
question;  he  had  said,  so  far  from  the  Rio  Grande 
being  the  boundary,  that  the  line  ran  through  the 
centre  of  a  stupendous  desert,  which  neither  nation 
could  ever  pas.s  with  impunity.  That  it  had  been 
placed  there  by  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  as  a 
barrier  between  the  two  races — the  Anglo-Saxon 
on  the  north  of  it,  and  the  Mauritatiian  race  on 
the  south — and  that  whenever  it  v/as  crossed,  one 
or  the  other  race  must  be  destroyed. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  here  de- 
sired to  put  a  question  to  the  iionorable  geenlleman 
frtmi  Virginia. 

The  floor  being  yielded  to  him,  (as  Mr.  G.  said 
for  the  third  time,)  Mr.  T.  asked  whether  Mr.  G. 
considered  the  territory  between  the  Nueces  and 
the  Rio  Grande  as  belonging  to  Mexico.' 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said  he  denied  tiiat  it  belonged  to 
Texas.  He  would  refer  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvunia  to  his  colleague  from  Philadelphia,  [Mr. 

C.  J.    IxGEr.SDI.L.] 

^]r.  TllOM  PSON  asked  whether  the  treaty  did 
not  recognize  ihc  Rio  Grande  as  our  boundaiy.' 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said  that  the  treaty  was  not  now 
before  the  House,  and  he  did  not  know,  ofiicially, 
what  it  contained.  Gemk-men  contended  that  a 
vast  extent  of  country,  for  which  the  United  States 
were  to  pay  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  all  belonged 
to  Texas.  Did  the  treaty  lately  concluded  give 
Texas  a  ri;;ht  to  the  Rio  Grande  as  contended  .' 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  said  he  had  referred  to  the 
treaiy  between  Mexico  and  Texas,  and  not  the 
treaty  between  the  United  Sinie.s  and  Mexico. 

Mr.  GOGGIIN  denied  that  there  was,  or  ever 
lind  been,  a  treaty  between  Mexico  and  Texas. 
He  was  aware  that  Santa  Anna,  when  a  captive, 
had  entered  into   some   sort  of  an  agreement,  in 


which  he  consented  to  a  boundary  proposed  by 
Te.xa.s;  but  that  so-called  treaty  was  rf  no  binding 
force,  had  been  repudiated  by  President  Jackson, 
and  denied  by  the  Mexican  Government. 

Mr.  PILLSBURY  here  made  some  explana- 
tions, which  were  in  a  great  measure  lost  at  the 
reporter's  seat.  He  was  understood  to  say  that 
Mexico  had  made  the  treaty,  had  got  all  the  ben- 
efit, and  had  received  all  she  agreed  for. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said  he  had  merely  referred  to 
the  fact  that  the  Texas  boundary  was  a  disputed 
question.  The  gentleman  from  I'e.xas  [Mr.  Kauf- 
man] had  called  on  him  for  hisauihority  :  he  would 
refer  the  gentleman  to  Mr.  Secretary  Marcy,  who 
stilted,  in  his  nflirial  instructions  to  General  Taylor, 
that  Mexico  had  certain  military  posts  on  the  Rio 
Grande,  v.'hich  had  always  been  in  her  jiossession;  j 
that  the  country  on  the  river  was  in  the  armed 
occupation  of  Mexico;  and  that  General  Taylor 
was  not  to  disturb,  or  in  any  way  interfere  with, 
her  posts  on  that  river.  How  did  this  agree  with 
the  gentleniaw's  doctrine  that  the  whole  country 
up  the  river  had  always  been  a  part  of  Texas? 
The  Secretary  of  War  said  it  was,  and  always  had 
been,  in  possession  of  Mexico,  and  she  was  not  to 
be  disturbed  or  molested  either  in  lier  people  there 
or  in  her  military  posts. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  said,  that  according  to  his 
recollection,  the  Secretary  did  noi  say  that  Mexi- 
co held  those  military  posts  on  the  river,  but  only 
that  he  had  heard  that  she  did;  the  department 
had  been  so  "informed."  Be  that  as  it  might,  the 
Secretary  was  in  error;  no  such  posts  were  there. 
Of  this  he  was  positive. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said  that  the  Secretary  informed 
General  Taylor  that  the  department  had  been  in- 
formed that  there  were  Mexican  posts  on  this  side 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  and  these  were  not  to  be  mo- 
lested. And,  besides,  the  desfiatches  of  General 
Taylor  himself  showed  that  such  posts  were  there. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  said  that  General  Taylor  had 
met  Mexican  soldiers  east  of  the  Rio  Grande,  and 
so  said;  but  he  never  reported  that  he  had  found 
any  pouts. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  went  on  to  say,  that  he  had  no 
idea  that  the  question  of  the  Texas  boundary  would 
come  up  on  tliis  occasion.  'I'lie  amendment  he 
wished  to  insert  in  the  bill  was  merely  of  a  declara- 
tory character,  disclaiming  all  declaration  in  this 
bill  as  to  what  the  boundary  of  I'exas  was.  He 
was  not  opposed  to  the  Texan  mail  routes  in  the 
bill;  not  at  all.  He  was  perfectly  willing  that  these 
routes  should  all  remain,  and  should  be  still  fur- 
ther extended.  The  country  was  now  said  to  have 
been  acquired  by  treaty,  and  was  now  a  part  of  the 
United  Slates.  But  he  had  deemed  it  important 
to  guard  against  any  inferences,  from  the  estab- 
lishment of  those  routes,  as  to  the  question  of  the 
Texas  boundary.  Tiie  whole  purpose  of  his 
amendment  was  to  guard  against  such  inference. 

Mr.  PILLSBURY  observed  tlrat  the  United 
Stales  was  arbiter  under  the  treaty,  and  was  to  set- 
tle the  boundary  question  between  Mexico  and 
Texas.  She  was  not  a  residuary  legatee.  He 
made  some  other  remarks,  whicli,  in  the  confusion, 
and  from  liis  position,  were  totally  inaudible  to  the 
re[>orter. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said  he  had  merely  risen  to  state 
what  were  the  facts  in  the  case;  and,  not  wishing 
to  protract  any  discussion  on  this  question  of  the 
boundary  of  'I'exas,  lie  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

'I'he  call  for  the  previous  question  was  second - 
cdj'jjut,  and  carried;  and  the  main  question  being 
on  ilie  reconsideration  of  the  order  to  engross  the 
bill,  the  vote  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  re- 
sulted as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Abbnit,  Adams,  A.sliiniiM,  Barringer, 
Belclmr,  Brady,  Biitli  r,  Cab(ll,(Jhapiimii,(;iiii^iijiiii,  Cocko, 
Collaiiier,  C(dliiis,  Couyer,  Craiistuii,  Cri.fi.  Id,  Crowtll, 
Criizicr,  Dickey,  Dixon,  Uoiniell,  D.uiiej  Uiiiieaii,  Dunn, 
Edw:ii(1s,  Einliree,  Alexander  Evans,  Nallian  Evans,  Fai- 
relly,  Fisher,  Fiournoy,  FreedleN,  J^'ukon,  (Jayje,  G^'ntry, 
Ga-jjin,  GiiU,    Gi(jj.ii>,  Griiinejl,'    Hale,   Nallian    K.    Hail, 

James  G.  Mam|iloii'.  Mcir-es  n.im|)l Ileiny,  Hilliaid, Ellas 

U.  Holmes,  J.ilin  W.  n.m.-ton,  Hnlihard,  lliid.^oii,  liiint, 
Joftpli  U.  Inger.Mdl,  Kellona,  D.iniel  I*.  ICim;,  E  ilim,  William 
'1'.  Lawrence,  l.ineolii,  Alellvuine,  Hnruce  iVIaiiii,  Mar.-li, 
Nelson,  Nes,  (Unlaw,  loikjek,  I'restoii,  Julius  IJockwell, 
J.  A.  Kockw.  11,  itonian,  Uont,  Humsey,  t^l.  John,  Selieiick, 
Slie(ipei<l,  plieirill,  Silvoter,  Sliiijierland,  C'aluli  B.  Sniitli, 
'I'riinian  Smith,  Sleplielis,  Andrew  Slitwait,  T.illmadm;, 
'ln\h.r,  Riel.d.  VV.  'J'lioiiip  on,  John  U.TIionipson/l'oomb.i, 
Van  liyke,  Vinloii,  Waireii,  White, and  Wilson— Hf. 

NAVS—iVIes.>.rs.  Atkinson,  Bealc,  Biii!?ham,  Birdsall, Bo- 
rock,  liowdoii,  Bowlln,  Bojd,  BriilKes,  Willjiiiii  G.  Brown, 
Charles  Brown,  AlhertG.  Brown,  CatlJcarl,CliU8e,  Franklin 
Clark,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.Cobb,  Cuinniins, 


Daniel,  Darline,  Pickinson.  Far.in,  Featherstoii,  F.cklhi, 
French,  Fries, Green,  Willard  1*.  Hall,  Hammniis,  Haial.on, 
Harmanson,  Harris,  lleiile\,  Ilill,GKorae  .S.  Honston.  Ingi', 

Charh-s  J.  [n'.;ersoll,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  Geor^'e  W.  J s, 

Kaul'man,  Kennon,  Sidney  Lan'reiice,  Li-tfler.  Ligon,liord, 
Lumpkin.  Lyiide,  Maelay,  MeCb  baiid,  MiCleinanil,  Mc- 
Dowell, McLane,  Job  Mann,  Miller,  Morris,  Murse,  NicoM, 
Heaslee,  I'ecK,  l'etrie,Plielp-,  Pillsbiiry,  liiciiardson.  liicliey, 
Kockliill,  Sawyer,  Sims,  Smart,  Robrrt  Smith,  Stantoii, 
St  irkweatlier,  Charles  E.  Smart,  Thnnias,  James  Thomp- 
son, Robert  A.  Thompso/T,  William  Tliiini|)?oii,  Thur>lon, 
Turner,  X'enable,  Wallace,  Wentworth,  Wick,  Wiley,  Wil- 
liams, W'ilmoi,  and  Woodward — 87. 

The  CHAIR,  (occupied  by  Mr.  Burt,  of  South 
Carolina,)  not  having  been  called,  and  not  having 
voted,  now  chose  to  exercise  its  right,  and  voted 
in  the  negative;  which  creating  a  tie,  the  motion 
to  reconsider  was  lost. 

[Much  sensation  and  confusion;  the  Chair  en- 
deavored to  restore  order.] 

Mr.  GOGGIN  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the 
table;  and  on  that  motion  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  CROWELL  moved  a  call  of  the  House, 
and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  or- 
dered, and,  being  taken,  resulted:  Yeas  91,  nays 
1U4. 

So  the  House  refused  to  order  a  call. 

The  question  being  now  put  on  laying  the  bill 
on  the  table,  it  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Ashniun,  Barrow,  Bel- 
cher, lilanchard,  Brady,  Biickner,  Butler,  ('abcll,  Cariby, 
Cliapmaii.  Cocke,  Collamer,  Comber,  Cranston,  Crislield, 
Crowell,  Crozier,  Dickey,  Dixon.  Donnell,  Daniel  Duncan, 
Gainett  Diinean,  Dunn,  Eckert,  EiLvards,  Embree,  Nathan 
Evans,  Farrellv.  Fisher,  Flournoy,  Freedley,  Gayle,  (ioagin, 
Gnit,  Greaory,"  Grinnell,  ILile,  Naihan  K.  Hall,  James  G. 
llampton,TVtoses  Hampton,  Haskell,  Henry.  EliasB.  Holmes, 
John  W.  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hud-ou,  Hunt,  J  iseph  R. 
Iimersoll,  Irvin,  John  VV.  Jones,  Kelloj"^,  Daniel  P.  Kin^, 
William  T.  Lawrence,  Mcllvaiiie,  Horace  Mann,  Marsh, 
Marvin,  Morehead,  Nelson,  Nes,  Newall,  Outlaw,  Palfrey, 
Polloek,  Preston,  Julius  Pvockwell,  Jiihn  A.  Rockwell, 
Roman,  Hoot,  iiuinsey,  St.  John,  S  henek,  Shepprrd,  Slier- 
rill,  Silvester,  Slinserland,  (^ileh  B.  Smith,  Truman  Sinitli, 
Andrew  Sicwart,  Strohm,  Tallmadiie,  Ta\  lor,  Richard  W. 
Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Van  Dyke,  Vinlon,  Warren, 
White,  and  Wilson— 91. 

NAYS — Mfssrs.  Atkinson,  Barringer,  Bayly,  Beale, Bing- 
ham, Biiilsall,  Bocock,  Bowdou,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Brodhead, 
William  G.  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Cathcart,  Cliasf,  Frank- 
lin Clark,  H.-,vvell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  VV.  Cobb,  Ccdiins, 
Cummins,  Daniel,  Darling,  Dickinson,  Faran,  Fealherston, 
French,  Fries,  Fulton,  Gentry,  Green,  Willard  P.  Hall, 
Hammons,  Haralson,  Harris,  Henley,  Hill,  Hilliard.  George 
S.  Honston,  luL'e,  Charles  J.  IngeVsoll,  Jenkins,  Andrew 
Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  Georce  W.  Jones,  Kaufman, 
Kennon,  Lahin,  Sidni'y  Lawrence,  LefBer,  Ligon.  Lincoln, 
Lord,  Lumpkin,  Lyndi',  Maelay,  McClelland,  McClernand, 
McDowell,  MoKav,  MeLane,  Job  Maun,  Meade,  Miller, 
Morris,  Nieoll,  Pea-lee,  Peck.  Petrle,  I'ettit,  Pc^yton,  Phelps, 
Pill-bury,  Richardson,  Ridley,  Rockhill,  Sawyer,  Sims, 
Smart,  Robert  Sniiib,  Stanton,  Staikwealher,  St(>phens, 
Charles  E.  Simrt,  Stroiiff,  Thibodeaux,  Thomas,  James 
Thompson,  Robert  A.  Thompson,  William  Thompson, 
Thurston,  Tompkins,  Turner,  Venable,  Wallace,  Went- 
worth, Wick,  Wiley,  Williams,  Wilmot,  and  Woodward— 
100. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill— 

The  previous  question  was  moved  and  seconded. 

Mr.  WHITE  inquired  if  the  bill  had  been  en- 
grossed ?  » 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tern,  replied  tliat  it  had  not. 

Mr.  WHITE  objected,  then,  to  the  third  read- 
ing to-day. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  lem.  sustained  the  objec- 
tion, and  decided,  that  under  the  rule,  if  the  point 
were  made,  the  bill  could  not  be  read  a  third  time 
until  it  was  actually  engrossed. 

Pvlr.  JOi^ES,  of  Tennessee,  suggested  that  the 
objection  did  not  E^pply  in  this  case,  as  the  bill  had 
been  ordered  to  be  engrossed  several  days  since. 
It  must,  therefore,  be  received  as  engrossed,  con- 
structively at  least. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  a  notice  to  recon- 
sider having  been  made  at  that  time,  and  having 
remained  undecided,  it  suspended  the  vote  ordering 
the  engrossment. 

Mr.  SIMS  read  from  the  rules,  and  insisted  that 
the  House  having  just  ordered  the  main  question 
to  be  put,  it  was  a  direct  positive  vole  of  the 
House  that  the  bill  should  be  read  a  third  time 
now. 

The  SPEAKER  adhered  to  his  decision  upon 
the  point  rai.sed  by  Mr.  White. 

Mr.  SIMS  appealed  from  the  decision. 

Mr.  COBB  raised  the  point  that  the  objection  of 
the  gentlemen  from  New  York  was  made  "too  early, 
and  that  it  would  not  be  pertinent  uniil  after  the 
vole  on  ordering  the  third  reading.  When  that 
leading  was  ordered,  the  point  would  lie. 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  this  point,  deciding 
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tliat  the  o!ijection  applied  now,  since,  if  it  was 
sustained,  it  would  he  absurd  to  go  nn  and  vote 
upon  the  question  of  ordering  to  a  third  reading  at 
this  time. 

After  some  further  conversation  upon  incidental 
points  of  order,  the  question  was  laicen,  and  ihe 
decision  of  the  Speaker,  that  it  was  not  in  order 
to  read  the  bill  the  third  time  to-day,  was  sustained 
by  the  House:  Ayes  100,  noes  87. 
CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATIONS. 
On  motion  of  IVIr.  VINTOJNf,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Root,  of  Ohio,  in  the 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  ad- 
dressed the  coininitleem  a  speech  which  occupied 
an  hour,  in  explanation  of  certain  amendments  he 
designed  to  olfer  to  the  bill  in  relation  to  our  diplo- 
matic missions,  &c. 

[This  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 
Mr.  SAWYER  next  obtained  the  floor;  but  he 
gave  way,  at  the  request  of  Mr.   Hall,  of  Mis- 
souri, for  a  motion  to  rise,  and  the  committee  rose 
accordingly ,  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  VINTON,  by  direction  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  submitted  a  resolution  to 
terminate  debate  on  tiie  civil  and  diplomatic  ap- 
propriation bill  on  Monday  next,  at  two  o'cloclc. 
Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  objected. 
Mr.  VINTON.  The  motion  wasa  privileged  one. 
Mr.  JENKINS  moved  an  adjournment,  but  with- 
drew it  at  the  request  of  several  gentlemen. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said,  to-morrow  was  Thurs- 
day, and  the  succeeding  days  of  this  week  were 
private  bill  days;  he  therefore  hoped  the  resolu- 
tion would  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  VINTON  urged  the  necessity  of  adopting 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  moved  an 
adjournment.     Lost. 

Mr.  VINTON  had  no  oBjeotion  toallow  the  reso- 
lution to  lie  over  until  to-morrow.     The  object  of 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  was 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  said  the  resolu- 
tion was  not  debatable. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  had  no  intention  to  de- 
bate it.  His  object  was  simply  to  say  that  he  had 
oflered  the  resolution  in  obedience  to  the  direction 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  but  he  was 
■willing  that  it  should  lie  over,  as  it  would  show 
what  their  intention  was.  It  was  necessary  that 
the  bill  should  be  passed  at  an  early  period,  that 
it  might  go  to  the  Senate,  where,  gentlemen  must 
not  forget,  it  had  to  lie  considered  before  it  could 
become  a  law.  He  suggested  that  the  House 
should  now  take  up  the  navy  appropriation  bill, 
■which  would  also  have  to  be  returned  to  the  Senate. 
It  would  be  recollected  that  that  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  but  some  ob- 
jection was  made  to  its  passage.  Subsequently  he 
had  communicated  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
who  had  made  in  it  some  reduction.s  which  he 
hoped  would  now  lie  concurred  in  without  recom- 
mittal. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
By  general  consent  the  naval  appropriation  bill 
was  then  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  and  the 
question  was  slated  to  be  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  VINTON  begged  leave  to  make  a  brief  ex- 
planation. A*  the  time  this  bill  was  reported,  in 
answer  to  a  question  put  to  him,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  informed  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  that  the  unexpended  balance  for  this  branch 
of  the  service  at  the  close  of  the  year  would  be 
about  <j,l,000,000,  and  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
appropriated  for  the  service  for  the  next  fiscal  year 
the  unexpended  balance  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  estimates  of  the  Secretary  must  neces- 
sarily he  conjectui'al  to  some  extent.  Tlie  answer 
of  which  he  had  spoken  was  given  in  January  last, 
when  it  was  scarcely  possible  that  the  Secretary 
should  know  what  the  balance  in  hand  would  be. 
We  were  now  neai-  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the 
Secretary  was  now  of  opinion  that  the  balance  in 
hand  would  amount  to  ^2,500,000,  instead  of 
$1,000,000,  as  estimated  three  or  four  months  ago. 
He  had  then  an  amendment  to  offer  to  limit  the 
amount  of  appropriations  of  uneX[iended  balances 
of  t'orirer  appropriations  to  ^1,500,000,  and  to 
provide  that  tiie  residue  should  be  returned  to  the 
surplus  fund.  It  was,  in  effect,  to  cut  down  the 
appropriated  unexpended  balances  j^l, 000,000.  He 


begged  further  to  state  that  a  naval  peace  estab- 
lishment was  confined  to  7,500  men  and  boys;  but 
since  the  Mexican  war  was  begun,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  was  authorized  to  employ  a  greater 
number,  not  exceeding  10.000;  that  employment, 
however,  was  limited  to  the  time  of  the  war;  at  the 
close  of  which,  the  naval  establishment  would  fall 
back,  as  a  matter  of  course,  to  7,500.  The  esti- 
mates had  been  predicated  on  a  state  of  war,  and 
as  peace  was  nov/  made,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
had  reduced  his  estimates,  and  the  item  of  the  bill 
in  this  respect  must  now  be  reduced  some  25  per 
cent.  There  were  other  amendments  which,  he 
would  request  the  Clerk  to  read. 

The  Clerk  read  all  the  amendments  accordingly. 
They  were  as  follows  : 

In  the  first  item,  strike  out  the  words  "  to  the 
'  unexpended  balances  of  former  appropriations 
'for  the  naval  service,"  and  insert  "  the  sum  of 
'  ^1,500,000  of  the  unexpended  balances  of  former 
'  appropriations  for  the  naval  service,  the  remain- 
'  derof  such  unexpended  balances,  after  deducting 
'  the  said  sum  of  ^1,500,000,  to  be  carried  to  the 
'  surplus  fund." 

In  the  second  item,  reduce  the  amount  from 
"12,918,948"  to  "$2,189,211." 

In  the  item  "for  provisions  for  commission, 
warrant,  and  petty  oflicers  and  seamen,  including 
engineers  and  marines  attached  to  vessels  for  sea 
service,"  reduce  the  amount  from  "§903,813"  to 
§677,860." 

In  the  item  "  for  surgeons'  necessaries  and  ap- 
pliances for  the  sick  and  hurt  of  the  navy,  inclu- 
ding: the  marine  corps,"  reduce  the  amount  from 
"#38,000'/ to  "$28,500." 

In  the  item  "  for  increase,  repair,  armament, 
and  equipment  for  the  navy,  including  wear  and 
tear  of  vessels  in  commission,  coal  for  steamers, 
purchase  of  hemp,  and  one  million  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  for  completing  four  first  class 
steamers,"  reduce  the  amount  from  "§2,975,281" 
to  "§2,531,474." 

Strikeout  of  the  2d  section  the  words  "  funds  from 
one  head  of  appropriation  to  another  head  of  the 
appropriations  made  for  the  naval  service:  this  au- 
thority of  transfer  to  remain  so  long  as  the  war 
with  Mexico  shall  continue,  and  no  longer;"  and 
insert  "any  portion  of  the  sum  of  §1,500,000  of 
the  unexpended  balances  of  former  appropriations 
mentioned  in  the  1st  section  of  this  act  from  one 
head  of  appropriation  to  any  other  head  of  the  ap- 
propriations made  for  the  naval  service."  And 
add  the  following  as  a  new  section: 

Sec.  — .  .Undhe  it  further  cnacteii,  Tiiat  it  ?liall  he  theduty 
of  tlie  Postmaster  Gf'neral,  under  the  direction  of  ilie  Presi- 
dent, to  cause  the  net  receipts  of  postages  collectod  on  tlie 
several  lines  of  steamers  from  New  York  to  Liverpool,  from 
New  York  to  t^'hiirges,  and  from  Panama  to  some  point  ia 
the  Territory  of  Oreiton,  stipulated  for  in  contracts  made 
with  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Navy,  to  be  deposited  in  the  treas- 
ury to  the  credit  of  the  appropriation  for  the  annual  com- 
psn  ation  for  tlie  service  to  be  rendered  under  said  contracts, 
or  otiierwise  apply  the  said  postages  in  payment  of  the  said 
annual  compensation. 

Mr.  McKAY  said,  that  as  he  had  objected  to  the 
tWrd  readingof  the  bill  when  it  was, on  aformerday, 
before  the  House,  he  asked  the  indulgence  of  gen- 
tlemen now,  in  making  a  brief  explanation.  This 
bill,  as  it  was  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  subsequent- 
ly ordered  to  be  engros.sed,  contained  appropria- 
tions to  the  amount  of  §11 ,277,133.  The  Secretary 
admitted  that  there  would  beat  the  close  of  the  pres- 
ent fiscal  year,  of  the  unexpended  balances  of  former 
appropriations,  about  §2,500,000.  Fie  (Mr.  McK.) 
was  satisfied,  from  a  statement  which  ha'1  been  fur- 
nished to  him  by  some  of  the  treasury  oflicers,  that 
the  amount  of  these  balances  would  he  larger, 
say  §3,000,000  If  this  latter  estimate  should' be 
realized,  the  House  would  at  once  perceive  that 
there  would  be  an  aggregate  sum  appropriated  for 
and  applicable  to  the  naval  service,  for  the  next  fis- 
cal year,  of  §14,277,133. 

He  supposed  that  it  would  be  conceded,  on  both 
sides  of  the  House,  that  this  was  entirely  too  large. 
The  bill  as  it  was  originally  reported  to  the  House, 
had  been  framed  by  the  committee  on  the  suppo- 
sition that  the  war  with  Mexico  might  continue 
during  the  next  year.  We  had  now  positive  assuran- 
ces that  the  relations  of  [leace  will  soon  be  reiistab- 
lished  between  the  two  countries.  It  seemed  to  him 
that  in  this  change  of  the  condition  of  the  country, 
it  was  every  way  proper  that  the  appropriations 
should  be  reduced,  adapting  them  to  a  peace  estab- 
lishment. The  reductions  which  had  been  suggested 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  which  were  now 


before  the  House,  on  the  recommendation  of  (he 
Committee  of  Wtivs  and  Means,  would,  if  adopted 
by  the  House,  still  leave  the  appropriations  for  the 
naval  service  upwards  of  eleven  millions  of  dollars. 
This,  it  would  be  recollected,  was  for  a  stale  of 
peace, and  was  a  largeramount  than  had  been  made 
for  the  same  object  in  any  year  prior  to  the  com- 
mencenrient  of  the  war  with  Mexico.  He  would, 
for  the  information  of  the  House,  state  the  appro- 
priations and  expenditures  for  the  naval  establish- 
ment for  several  years  past,  which  were  as  follows: 
Appro  f  nations.       Expenditures. 

183.5 %4,S9R,9.34  13 ,*3.864,9:  9  OS 

1838    .5,076..336  23 "6,]31..')f  0  53 

1840 5,801.679  40 6.11.3  896  89 

]84-'2 6,741.683  91 8^397.942  9.5 

18«-'5   6,051.70098 6,997.r7f^9 

]81.5-'6   !',n91..38840 6.4.W.01392 

]846-'7   ■ 7,771,773  64 7,900,635  76 

He  admitted  that  there  was  force  in  the  sugges- 
tion, that  in  consequence  of  the  unsettled  state  of 
Europe,  it  might  be  prudent  to  employ  a  larger 
naval  force  than  would  otherwise  be  required,  and 
thus  increase  the  expenditure.  Should  the  House, 
therefore,  agree  to  the  reductions  which  had  been 
proposed,  he  would  withdrav/  any  further  opposi- 
tion to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  though,  as  there  were 
provisions  in  it  which  were  in  his  opinion  exceed- 
ingly exceptionable,  he  could  not  give  it  his  vote. 

The  amendments  were  then  agreed  to  collective- 
ly, and  the  question  recurred  on  the  third  reading 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  was  unwill- 
ing to  vote  for  this  bill;  and  would  not,  though  his 
vote  should  reject  it,  and  withhold  from  tfie  navy 
every'dollar  of  appropriation  for  the  next  fiscal 
year.  Aside  from  the  enormous  and  unnecessary 
appropriations  which  are  proposed  to  be  made  by 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  for  the  support  of  the  navy 
for  the  next  year,  it  contains  appropriations  for 
purposes  wild,  visionary,  and  unauthorized  by  the 
Constitution,  which  he  never  had  and  never  would 
sanction  or  approve  by  his  vote.  That  so  far  as 
he  was  concerned,  those  who  had  voted  this  bill 
into  its  present  shape  must  take  the  responsibility 
of  passing  it.  Therefore  he  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  resulted  thus:  Yeas  105,  nays  41.  So  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time;  and,  having 
been  so  read,  was  passed. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill;  and  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider was  laid  on  the  table. 

ADULTERATED  DRUGS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  EDWARDS,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  of  the  House  to  prevent  the  importation 
of  adulterated  drugs  and  medicines. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  read  and 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  is  therefore  passed. 
And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  June  21,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  cornmunication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  calling 
for  the  amount  of  hospital  money,  received  at  each 
of  the  custom-houses  in  the  United  States  in  each 
year,  from  18.33  to  the  30th  June,  1847,  and  the 
amount  expended  in  each  for  the  same  period. 

This  is  a  document  of  considerable  interest.  The 
reporter  gives  the  amount  received  and  expended 
at  some  of  the  chief  ports,  leaving  out  the  fractions. 


Amount      Amount 
received,     e.xpemli.d 


Bo-ton 

New  York 

Pliiladelphia 

B  iltimorp 

Cliarleston 

New  O  leans 

St.  Louis 

Galveston 

Norfolk 

Petersburg 

Richmond 

Ceoii^etown,  D.  C. 

Ale.yandiia 

Mobile 

Savannah  


,f333,300 

589,4.59 

197.165 

139,3 1. -i 

57,453 

140,816 

15,9.37 

498 

54,443 

9.73) 

11,561 

8,"96 

23.160 

30,897 

21,690 


$431,679 

CO  1.1.21 

321,874 

StO.sSl 

1. ■19.935 

414,016 

29.895 

'  89 

195.644 

22,1-93 

9,909 

4,713 

20,109 

89,951 

90,441 


The  whole  amount  received  in  the  United  Smtes 
was  §9  604,275  SI,  and  the  whole  amount  expended 
was  §3,345,291  33. 
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MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Mis.-joiiri,  askiiis:  the  estalilishment  of  a 
mail  route  from  Sandhill  to  Ketiksville,  in  that 
State;  whieh  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  JOHNSON',  of  Maryland,  presented  a  me- 
Unorial  from  Captain  L.  Warrington,  in  behalf  of 
liimself,  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States 
sloop-of-war  Peacock,  askins:  the  payment  of  cer- 
tain prize  money  dne  them  and  improperly  retained 
in  the  treasury;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs. 

REPORTS   FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  reported  a  hill  for  the  relief  of  the 
]e£;al  representatives  of  Colonel  George  Gibson, 
accompanied  by  a  report.  The  bill  was  read  a 
first  time. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  memo- 
rial of  John  B.  Luce. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  reported  the  following  House 
bills  without  amendinent,  and  recommending  their 
passage : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eliphas  C.  Brown. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Pugate. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Hilbert. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  Hastings. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Gray. 

Mr.  BERRIEN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James 
Chapman,  administrator  of  Thomas  Chapman; 
which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Comrnittee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  reduce 
the  rates  of  postage;  which  was  read  a  first  tiine. 

The  following  is  a  synopsis  of  the  bill: 

Be  it  miuterl,  ^'c.  That  from  np.d  after  the  Istday  of  July, 
1849.  thw  post;u,'e  on  letters  shall  be  as  follows  :  Letters  not 
exceeding  half  an  ounce  in  weiulit,  conveyed  any  distance, 
shall  be  charsed  with  three  cents  posiage,  and  a  like  sum  lor 
every  additional  half  ounce  or  fractional  part  thereof,  the 
postage  being  prepaid,  and  if  not  so  prepaid  ihen  the  postau;c 
Bliall  I'C  five  cents  ;  and  all  drop  letters,  or  letters  to  be  deliv- 
ered at  the  ollice  where  deposited,  shall  be  charged  one  cent 
postage  if  prepaid,  and  two  cents  if  not  prepaid. 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Postnia,-.ter  General  at  all 

offices  where  the  postage  amounts  to thousand  dollars 

annually,  to  provide  for  convej'ing  letters  to  the  post  office 
by  estaljlishiiig  convenient  places  of  deposit  and  by  employ- 
ing carriers  to  receive  and  deposit  them  in  tin:  post  oliice 
free  of  charge  ;  and  to  cause  letters  to  be  delivered  by  suita- 
ble carriers,  to  be  ap|)ointed  by  him  for  that  purpose,  for 
which  one  cent  on  each  letter  is  to  be  charged,  and  on  ad- 
vertised letters  an  additionrU  charge  of  one  cent. 

'I'lial  the  postage  on  newspapers  and  other  printed  matter 
shall  be  as  follows:  All  papers,  pamphlets,  magazines,  and 
books,  whether  periodical  or  not,  (exchange  papers  except- 
ed.) not  exceeding  one  ounce,  shall  p:iy  one  cent  postase, 
and  a  likt:  sum  for  every  additional  ounce  or  fractional  part 
thereof;  provided  that  pai'i^rsiiot  exceeding  one  ounce,  and 
iioi  conveyed  more  than  fifty  miles,  shall  be  charged  with 
half  a  cent  postage;  and  on  all  papers  sent  from  the  office 
01  piiiilieatinn,  tin;  postage  must  be  prepaid. 

All  hainlhiils  and  circulars  to  be  considered  as  letters,  and 
cliarged  accordingly. 

Mr.  NILES,  on  reporting  this  bill,  inade  some 
obsurvaiions,  v.'hich,  from  his  position,  and  the 
low  tone  of  his  delivery,  was  ahnost  inaudible  in 
the  gallery.  He  was  undei'Stood  to  state  that  this 
bill  was  of  too  great  magnitude  to  justify  the  hope 
tliiit  it  could  be  passed  at  this  late  period  of  the 
session.  Fie  had,  liowever,  reported  it  for  the 
purpose  of  presenting  its  details  for  the  judgment 
of  pulilic  opinion  as  to  their  suitableness  to  the 
wishes  of  the  country.  It  would  be  .seen  that  the 
posiaire  of  letters  would  be  reduced  to  three  cents. 
Jt  had  been  thought  of  to  make  the  postage  half  a 
dime,  but  as  there  was  no  coin  of  that  description, 
it  liad  been  fixed  at  a  little  over  that  amount. 
Newspaper  postage,  it  would  be  seen,  was  reduced 
to  one  cent,  including  pamphlets,  magazines,  and 
books,  and  half  a  cent  where  the  distance  did  not 
exceed  fifty  miles.  This  was  not  an  experiment, 
not  an  untried  system.  It  had  been  tried  in  Eng- 
land, and  had  been  considered  aa  one  of  the  great- 
est measures  ever  introduced  in  the  legislation  of 
that  country,  us  .regards  its  commercial,  social, 
and  political  character.  Even  in  a  financial  view, 
it  had  exceeded  the  expectations  of  those  with 
whom  it  originaled.  The  revenue  liad  };radually 
and  rapidly  increased,  so  that  it  was  calculated 
the  returns  of  the  present  year  would  bring  it  up 
to  what  it  was  under  tiie  old  system.  The  nu- 
merical increase  of  letters  (as  well  a.s  we  CQuld  un- 
deraiatid  ihs  lionorabia   Senator)  had    been  from 


a  little  more  than  one  hundred  millions  to  three 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  annually.  This  was 
an  important  fact,  as  the  advantages  of  the  reduc- 
tion were  indisputable  on  every  point  but  that  of  its 
financidi  operation.  But  as  regards  this  point, 
which  involved  the  only  risk,  a  review  of  the  re- 
sults of  the  present  law  had  brought  him  to  the 
conrlusion  that  the  experiinent  of  this  further  re- 
duction could  notdiminish  the  revenue  for  the  first 
year  more  than  half  a  inillion,  and  this  deficiency 
would  disappear  with  the  advance  of  the  system. 
He  did  not  desii'e  to  piess  the  bill  in  the  present 
situation  of  the  treasury,  because  he  did  not  wish 
to  increase  the  necessity  for  loans,  and  to  embar- 
rass our  financial  operations.  The  provisions  of 
the  bill,  it  would  be  seen,  were  not  to  take  effect 
until  the  1st  of  July,  1849,  so  that  there  would  be 
sufficient  time  given  tbr  the  arrangements  of  the 
department,  if  the  bill  should,pass  at  the  next  ses- 
sion, as  he  hoped  it  would. 

Mr.  N.  gave  some  statistical  statements,  which 
could  not  be  distinctly  heard. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MANGUM,  it  was 
Res:>hed.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  eonnnnnieate  to  the  Senate  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  of  inqiury  which  convened  at  Saltillo,  Mexico, on  the 
12th  Januiiry,  1848,  and  which  was  instituted  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  fu;l  information  relative  to  an  alleged  mu- 
tiny in  the  camp  of  Huena  Vista,  Mexico,  on  or  about  the 
loth  August,  IMT,  which  led  to  the  death  of  one  of  the  sol- 
diers by  the  hand  of  Colonel  Payne,  of  the  regiment  of 
North  Carolina  volunteers,  and  for  the  purpose  of  investi- 
gating llie  facts  connected  with  the  dishonorable  discharge 
of  certain  officers  of  the  North  Carolina  volunteers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MASON,  it  was 
iJeso/ief,  That  Saturday  next,  thed4th  of  June,  be  set  apart 
for  the  consideration  of  private  bills,  and  that  at  one  o'clock 
p.  m.  on  that  day  th<:  Senate  will   proceed  to  tin;  considera- 
tion of  those  bills,  to  the  exclu.-ion  olall  other  business. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  revive  and  extend  the  provisions 
of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  settle  the  title  to  cer- 
tain tracts  of  land  in  the  State  of  Arkansas;"  whicli 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  pressed  upon  the  Senate  the  ne- 
cessity of  prompt  action  on  the  bill  to  establish  a 
Territorial  Government  in  Oregon,  &c.,  and  moved 
that  it  be  taken  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  disliked  to  interfere  with  the 
wishes  of  his  colleague,  but  he  would  suggest  that 
the  Oregon  bill  give  way  for  a  motion  to  go  into 
Executive  session  on  a  very  important  subject, 
which  might  consume  the  day;  but,  if  it  did  not, 
the  Oregon  bill  could  be  taken  up  afterwards,  or, 
at  all  events,  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  was  unwilling  to  acknowledge 
that  any  question  was  more  important  than  the  bill 
he  had  designated;  but,  in  this  case,  he  would  yield 
the  point  to  his  colleague. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  asked  the  Senate  to  take  up 
the  Indian  appropriation  bill  before  going  into  Ex- 
ecutive session,  which  was  assented  to,  on  the  con- 
dition that  there  should  be  no  debate. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up,  and  a  motion  was 
adopted  to  reconsider  the  motion  ordering  the  bill 
to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  then  offered  an  amendment, 
which  was  assented  to  by  Mr.  BELLg-iid  adopted 
by  the  Senate;  and  the  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be 
read  a  third  tirne,  and  was,  by  unanimous  consent, 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  Executive  business;  and  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  doors  wei-e  opened,  and  the  following 
bills  were  severally  consideretl  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and,  after  having  been  explained,  were' 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  were  subsequently 
read  a  third  time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed : 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  personal  represent- 
atives of  William  A.  Slacum. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Society  for  the  Re- 
formation of  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the  city  of 
New  York. 

The  bill  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  terms 
of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Mtiine. 

An  act  concerning  testimony. 

The  bill  to  divide  the  district  of  Arkansas  into 
two  judicial  districts. 

The  House  bill  making  appropriation  for  the 
payment  of  revolutionary  and  other  pensioners  of 
the  United  Slates,  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1849. 

Tba  Senate  then  adjourned,  at  about  four  p.  m. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TiiDRSDAT,  June  22,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  vestei-day  bavins:  been  read — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FEATHERSTON,  it  was  so 
amended  as  to  show  that  the  bill  to  establish  cer- 
tain post  routes  was  taken  up  yesterday  on  hia 
motion;  and  then  it  was  approved. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  obtained  the  floor  to  make  an 
explanatio*.  I  am  (said  he)  reported  in  the  Intel- 
ligencer of  this  morning  as  having  said  yesterday, 
when  the  post  route  bill  was  under  consideration, 
that  Colonel  Benton  (to  whom  Mr.  Kaufm.\n  had 
referi-ed)  "  had  said  in  his  place  in  the  Semtte,  iL-lien 
'  our  army  was  on  Ike  Rio  Grande  and  our  fleet  block- 
'  ading  the  mouth  of  the  river,  that  our  march  was 
'  a  piratical  war,  a  war  in  disguise,"' &c.  How, 
the  error  is  important  in  point  of  time  only,  to 
which  I  wish  to  call  your  attention.  What  I  said 
was:  "  I  was  glad  to  hear  such  an  authority  (Colo- 
nel Benton)  invoked,  for  he  had  ai\'\d,  icken  the 
first  treaty  for  annexing  Texas  to  the  United  Stales 
ivas  pending  before  the  Senate  in  1844,  in  allusion 
to  the  orders  to  the  army  and  navy,  that  'the 
'  President  and  his  Secretary  of  State  made  the  war 
'  themselves,  and  made  it  unconstitutionally,  per- 
'  fidiously,  clandestinely,  piratically,'  "  &c.  The 
reporter,  however,  makes  me  impute  these  or  sim- 
ilar remarks  to  Colonel  Benton  after  the  war  was 
recognized  and  our  army  was  on  the  Rio  Grande. 
1  make  (said  Mr.  G.)  the  correction  from  my  own 
sense  of  what  is  due  to  the  distinguished  Senator 
whose  opinions  are  referred  to,  and  I  deem  it  but 
just  to  him  that  the  correction  should  be  as  public 
as  the  reiTiarks  themselves.  The  repoiter  is  also 
mistaken  in  saying  that  I  had  said  the  Mexican 
military  posts  were  on  the  Rio  Grande.  I  referred 
to  posts  and  military  establishments  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river,  and  beticeen  it  and  the  Nueces. 

I  do  not  complain  (said  Mr.  G.)  at  all  of  the 
reporter,  for  the  distance  I  was,  while  speaking, 
from  his  desk,  I  am  well  aware,  prevented  his  hear- 
ing distinctly  what  I  said. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  raised  a  point 
of  order  with  reference  to  priority  of  business,  and 
contended  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts providing  for  the  erection  of  a  monument 
to  Mr.  Adams  was  first  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  p'o  icjn..  overruled  the  point  of 
order. 

THE  NATIONAL  FINANCES. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tern,  announced  as  the  busi- 
ness first  in  order,  the  report  of  the  ComiTiittee  on 
Public  Sxpenditui-es,  and  the  report  of  the  minor- 
ity of  the  same  committee  on  the  annual  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  finances. 

Mr.  BEDINGER  being  entitled  to  the  floor, 
expressed  the  regi-et  with  which  he  now  encroached 
on  the  time  and  patience  of  the  House  by  asking 
them  to  hear  remarks  which  he  deemed  it  his  duty 
to  make  in  support  of  the  report  of  the  minority  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  which  he 
had  the  honor  to  offer  yesterday,  and  in  reply  to 
some  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  StrohmJ  yesterday.  The  subject 
was  one  of  considerable  interest,  inasmuch  as  it 
involved  a  rnost  labored  attack  upon  the  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary,  and  an 
attempted  defence  by  the  minority  of  the  commit- 
tee of  that  report.  The  Committee  on  Public  Ex- 
penditures, if  not  in  positive  violation  of  their 
duties,  at  least,  as  he  conceived,  by  usurping  juris- 
diction of  powers  which  did  not  properly  belong 
to  it,  had  been  employed  during  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  last  winter,  and  a  great  part  of  the  last 
spritig  he  believed,  in  investigating  the  annual 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  in 
pi'eparing  an  elaboi'ate  report  setting  forth  divers 
errors  wiiich  they  said  were  to  be  found  therein. 
He  said  that  the  committee  had  done  this  rather  by 
usurping  the  powers  of  other  committees  than  by 
attending  to  tiieir  own. 

By  reference  to  the  rules  of  the  House  defining 
the  duties  and  powers  of  the  different  committees, 
it  would  be  seen  that  the  Cominitfee  on  Public 
Expenditures  was  in  fact  a  mere  nullity;  and  he 
thought  it  had  been  so  considered  until  this  session. 
He  certaiidy  had  never  known  anything  of  its  pro- 
ceedings until  now.  it  would  be  seen  by  the  duties 
conferred  upon  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
in  1802,  that  thci-e  was  the  sum  of  all  the  powers 
and  iluiies  which  had  been  given  to  the  Ctmimittee 
on  Public  Expenditures;  aiid,  l)y  the  six  commit- 
tees appointed  in  March,  1816,  till  the  dutieH  of  the 
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CoiTimiUee  on  Public  Expenditures  were  positively 
superseded.  He  referred  to  this  question  of  juris- 
diction, not  because  lie  meant  to  object  to  it  at  all, 
but  sim|ily  because,  when  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  first  handed  to  this  House,  he  was 
compelled  to  inform  the  House  that,  although  he 
was  a  member  of  that  committee,  yet  he  had  been 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  action  which  they  had  de- 
signed to  take  in  reference  to  the  rejjort  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  tl'ft  Treasury. 

It  wan  very  true,  and  he  had  said  it  at  the  time, 
that  at  the  first  and  only  meeting  of  the  Committee 
on  Public  Expenditures  which  he  had  attended — 
for  the  reason  that,  when  he  had  been  notified  of 
a  meeting,  sometimes  he  could  not  find  the  room, 
as  he  believed  there  never  had  been  any  regular 
room  assigned  to  the  committee,  and  at  other  times 
he  could  not  find  a  quorum,  until  he  had  become 
tired  of  the  effort — he  said  at  the  only  meeting  he 
had  had  thegood  fortune  to  attend, a  sub-committee 
was  appointed,  consisting  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Strohm,]  the  gentlemanfrom 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Jones,]  and  himself,  and  something 
was  there  said  about  an  investigation  of  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Although  he 
was  appointed  on  that  sub-committee,  he  did  not 
liesitate  to  confess  here  that  he  did  not  know  one 
single  solitary  step  which  that  committee  had  taken 
from  that  time  forth  until  their  report  was  adopted 
by  the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures.  JNow, 
it  might  be  said  it  was  his  duty  to  have  found 
the  committee,  and  to  have  attended  all  their  meet- 
ings, even  though  it  might  have  required  a  search- 
warrant  to  find  their  whereabouts;  and  it  might  be 
charged  on  him  as  a  neglect  of  duty  that  he  had 
not  also  attended  particularly  to  every  step  taken 
by  the  sub-commiitee,  of  which  he  was  a  member. 
If  he  had  not  done  what  was  his  duty,  he  must 
bear  the  blame  of  it;  and  he  did  here  now  so  far 
confess  that  he  owed  the  committee  an  apology  for 
not  having  ascertained  what  they  were  doing,  and 
participated  perhaps  to  a  certain  degree  in  their 
action,  (even  though  he  had  known  they  were 
transcending  their  duties  and  their  powers.)  He 
owed  them  an  apology  for  this  reason;  by  not  as- 
certaining what  the  committee  were  doing,  he  had, 
without  designing  it,  inflicted  upon  them  quite  a 
serious  injury;  because,  if  he  could  by  any  possi- 
bility have  ascertained  that  this  report  was  design- 
ed to  be  made  by  the  committee;  that  they  were  to 
go  through  an  investigation  of  the  whole  subject 
at  the  department;  that  day  after  day  of  the  whole 
winter  was  to  be  exhausted  in  searching  in  the 
Treasury  Department  and  Register's  office, — if  he 
had  known  all  this,asgentlemen  said  heshould  have 
known  it,  (though  he  did  not  see  how  he  could,) 
he  thought  it  extremely  probable  he  should  have 
informed  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  pre- 
meditated attack,  because  it  was  against  his  creed 
to  make  an  attack  on  any  one  without  first  inform- 
ing him,  and  giving  him  a  fair  opportunity  to  de- 
fend himself. 

tie  should  then  have  informed  the  Secretary, 
and  this  injury  wliich  his  (Mr.  B. 's)  negligence 
had  inflicted  on  the  committee  would  have  been 
avoided,  for  the  Secretary  would  have  saved  them 
from  the  blunders  into  which  they  had  so  heed- 
lessly fallen  when  they  had  prepared  the  report. 
The  Secretary,  so  far  as  he  knew  him,  was  a  hu- 
mane man,  and  he  was  unwilling  to  believe  that 
that  officer  would  maliciously,  cruelly,  willfully, 
have  suffered  tlie  committee  to  go  blundering  on, 
liere  forgetting  one  of  the  most  important  docu- 
ments which  had  ever  been  printed,  and  there  con- 
founding the  tables  of  the  Register  with  matter  for 
which  the  Secretary  was  responsible;  here  taking 
the  uncertified  statements  of  the  clerks,  and  char- 
ging the  Secretary  with  having  prepared  them,  and 
making  blunder  after  blunder  such  as  had  never  be- 
fore been  committed  by  a  committee  of  this  House. 
Pie  said  in  all  probability  tlie  Secretary  would 
have  stopped  these  blunders,  for  he  would  have 
told  the  committee  of  their  first  error,  and  "ihen 
they  would  not  have  perpetrated  it  forty  times. 
Thus,  he  said,  he  might  owe  the  committee  an 
apology,  because  the  fact  was,  that  neither-  the 
Secretary  nor  the  acting  Secretary  had  known  one 
solitary  word  of  this  investigation  that  was  going 
on.  They  had  not  the  sliglitcst  intimation  of  the 
monstrous  labor  of  this  mountain  until  the  mouse 
crawled  out  at  tlieir  feet;  they  liad  known  nothing 
of  it.  ,    , 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Strohm] 
had  amii  oa  yesterday  that  he  did  not  deem,  or 


the  committee  did  not  deem,  it  their  duty  to  inform 
the  Secretary  of  what  was  going  on.  It  might  not 
possibly  have  been  within  the  strict  pale  of  their 
duty;  it  might  not  have  been  positively  obligatory 
upon  them;  but  would  not  generosity,  would  not 
liberality,  have  prompted  those  gentlemen  to  with- 
hold the  blow  until  they  had  warned  the  inan 
against  whom  it  was  to  be  aimed .'  The  gentleman 
had  brought  forward  a  serious  charge  against  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury — a  charge  of  negligence 
or  of  incapacity;  they  had  charged  him  in  their 
report  with  errors,  blunders,  negligences,  which, 
although  their  language  was  courteous — very  much 
so^yet,  if  they  existed,  would  be  sufficient  actu- 
ally to  disqualify  him  forever  from  the  olHce  the 
duties  of  which  he  discharged  with  such  consum- 
mate and  distinguished  ability.  Then,  would  it  not 
have  seemed  but  bare  justice  to  have  informed  him 
of  this  impending  blow  which  they  meditated.' 
Not  only  would  it  have  been  just,  but  it  would 
have  been  politic;  for,  as  he  had  said  before,  the 
cjommittee  by  their  liberality  would  have  saved, 
not  the  Secretary,  but  themselves,  from  these 
enormous  blunders,  about  sixty-four  in  number, 
contained  in  a  report  of  thiity-nine  pages,  which 
they  had  now  unfortunately  published  and  blazoned 
to  the  worfd,  and  which,  on  their  own  account,  he 
was  sorry  they  could  not  take  back. 

Now,  there  was  but  one  ground  on  which  the 
committee  could  justify  the  fact  that  they  did  not 
notify  the  Secretary  that  this  investigation  was 
going  on,  and  that  ground  was  simply  this,  that  in 
truth  the  attack  was  committed,  not  upon  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  at  all,  not  on  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, but  it  was  an  attack, 
from  beginnmg  to  end,  upon  another  and  a  very 
different  officer — an  attack  upon  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury — upon  his  tables,  which  were  appended 
to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  it  was  not  an  attack  upon  the  Secretary  at  all. 
Now,  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  was  an  entire- 
ly different  officer  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  in  his  re- 
marks yesterday,  had  stated  that  the  Register  was 
under  the  control  of  the  Secretary.  It  was  a  great 
.mistake;  one  of  those  mistakes  which  the  com- 
mittee had  perpetrated  in  the  beginning  of  their 
report,  but  a  great  mistake,  nevertheless.  The 
Register  was  not  under  the  control  of  the  Secre- 
tary; the  Register's  duties  were  separate  from  the 
Secretary's.  The  Secretary  could  not  appoint, 
could  not  remove  the  Register.  The  Secretary 
could  not,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say,  do  more  than 
simply  criticise  the  tables  handed  him  by  the  Regis- 
ter, if  he  chose;  he  could  not  reject  them.  The 
law  made  it  imperative  on  him  to  accept  and  re- 
ceive them.  He  had,  in  fact,  no  more  control  over 
the  Register  than  he  (Mr.  B.)  had;  the  duties  of 
the  Register  were  as  different  from  those  of  the 
Secretary  as  the  duties  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Strohm]  were  from  those  of  the 
Speaker  of  this  House;  as  different  as  the  duties 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  were 
from  those  duties  which  they  had  attempted  to 
perform;  they  were  fundamentally,  entirely  dif- 
ferent. 

Now,  what  were  the  duties  of  that  officer.-'  In 
answer  to  this  question  he  read  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  September  7,  1789,  establishing 
the  Treasury  Department,  and  then  proceeded  to 
show  that  there  was  not  a  solitary  word  to  re- 
quire the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  keep  the 
books,  make  out  the  balance  sheets,  investigate 
the  proofs,  or  do  anything  of  the  kind,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Strohm]  had 
been  greatly  mistaken  in  attributing  so  much  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Against  that  which 
really  was  the  Secretary's,  the  report  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  contained  not  a  solitary 
objection.  His  statements  had  not  been  touched, 
because  they  were  accurately  made,  and  so  well 
fortified  that  they  could  not  be  assailed.  He  next 
read  the  section  of  law  which  prescribed  the  duty 
of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury,  and  said  that  with 
that  duty  the  Secretary  could  not  interfere.  Here, 
then,  it  was  shown  not  only  that  tlie  Secretary 
was  not  required  to  make  these  tables,  but  that 
they  were  made  and  furnished  to  him  by  officers 
whose  duty  was  prescribed  by  law,  and  by  law 
they  were  made  evidence  in  courts  of  justice.  If, 
then,  couris  of  justice  were  bound  to  receive  them 
in  evidence,  why  should  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury be  held  responsible  for  any  error,  if  any,  which 


they  might  contain  ?  Why  should  he  be  expected 
to  examine  the  facts  and  cnm^iare  the  books  to  try 
and  test  their  accuracy?  It  was  not  possible  for 
him  to  do  it.  Why,  were  gentlemen  aware  of  the 
number  of  the  tables  sent  in  to  this  Elouse  ?  If  not, 
he  would  inform  them  that  there  were  here  thirty- 
two  tables,  all  of  which  were  dated  about  the  time 
the  Secretary's  own  report  bore  date — ranging 
from  the  1st  to  the  8th  of  December — and  covered 
the  action  of  the  Government  in  regard  to  its 
finances  from  the  year  1789  to  the  end  of  the  last 
fiscal  year.  How,  then,  in  the  multitudinous  la- 
bors of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  could  he  l)e 
expected  to  find  time  to  examine  these  tables?  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  never  shrank  from  any 
duty  or  any  responsibility  inseparable  from  his 
office,  and  his  duties  he  had  performed  with  an 
ability  which  had  astonished  everybody.  Thus, 
then,  the  gentleman  opposite  had  not  attacked  the 
report  of  the  Secretary,  but  certain  tables  which  it 
was  the  duty  of  other  officers  to  ]jrepare  and  fur- 
nish. The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had 
accused  the  Secretary  of  seeking  to  shift  the  re- 
sponsibility upon  others;  but  in  this  the  gentleman 
was  in  error.  The  Secretary  desired  no  such 
thing. 

But  let  them  look  a  little  further,  and  see  how 
successful  the  gentleman  had  been  in  his  attack  on 
the  Register;  for  it  was  an  attack  on  the  Register 
in  reality,  and  not  on  the  Secretary.  The  gentle- 
man went  to  the  Treasury  Department  to  examine 
these  matters,  and  did  they  go  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  or  to  the  acting  Secretary?  No. 
They  took  copies  furnished  by  clerks,  that  were 
uncertified  and  unattested;  and,  on  the  mere  asser- 
tion of  some  clerks,  without  the  attesting  signa- 
ture of  a  single  human  being,  they  sought  to  sus- 
tain their  grave  accusations..  Now,  what  assurance 
had  they  that  those  clerks  had  even  copied  accu- 
rately the  tables  that  were  presented?  And  how 
did  they  know  that  these  things  were  taken  prop- 
erly from  the  books? 

Mr.  STROHM  interposed  to  explain;  and  he 
was  understood  to  say,  though  very  indistinctly 
heard,  that  the  committee  had  had  recourse  to  the 
books  for  some  part  of  these  statements. 

Mr.  BEDINGER  was  perfectly  willing  to  let  it 
rest  there;  but  yesterday  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania did  not  say  so,  and  statement  after  state- 
ment had  been  sent  forth  to  the  world  without  the 
attestation  of  a  single  human  being.  If  they  did 
have  access  to  the  books,  the  Secretary  did  not 
know  of  it,  nor  did  he  (Mr.  B.)  know  who  those 
clerks  were  on  whom  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania had  relied.  It  was  not  in  that  way,  he 
would  aifsure  the  gentleman,  that  they  could  de- 
molish such  a  monument  of  genius  as  the  Secre- 
tary had  raised  for  himself.'  The  gentleman  might 
as  well  attack  Gibraltar  with  a  pocket  pistol. 

But  he  would  proceed  to  the  discoveries  which 
the  gentleman  had  made;  and  the  only  error  which 
they  had  pointed  out,  and  which  they  have  as- 
sumed to  have  discovered — the  only  genuine  error 
which  was  made  at  all — they  did  not  discover  at 
all.  It  was  discovered  months  before,  and  com- 
municated to  the  Senate.  The  error  to  which  he 
alluded- was  an  error  of  $1,401,900;  the  letter 
stating  which,  dated  the  25th  of  February,  1848, 
he  had  before  him.  And  here  he  could  not  but 
mark  the  difference  between  the  conduct  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate  and  the  Committee  on  the 
Expenditures  of  the  Treasury  Department  of  this 
House.  The  coinmittee  of  the  Senate,  when  the 
error  was  discovered,  went  to  the  Secretary  and 
pointed  it  out,  and  a  satisfactory  explanation  was 
given,  long  before  the  committee  of  this  House 
made  its  report  on  the  authority  of  unknown 
clerks.  But  were  there  no  inaccuracies  in  the  re- 
port of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania?  It  ap- 
peared to  him,  that  when  gentlemen  attempted  to 
investigate  a  report  like  this,  and  gravely  accuse 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  such  important 
errors,  they  should  be  extremely  careful  not  to  err 
themselves.  And  yet  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania frankly  admitted  that  in  his  report  he  had 
committed  some  errors,  and  he  expressed  his  aston- 
ishment that  there  were  not  more.  That  there  were 
errors  in  that  report,  he  (Mr.  B.)  concurred  with 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania;  and  he  thought 
sixty-four  errors  in  a  re|>ort  of  thirty-nine  pages 
was  a  pretty  considerable  number  for  even  the 
Coniniiliee  on  Public  Expenditures. 

PIc  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  first  error  which 
the   committee  had  committed.     The  genllemaa 
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from  Pennsylvania  told  llieni  that  he  was  not  aware 
that  a  certain  statement  was  in  their  possession, 
wlien  there  was  the  law  which  compelled  the  Sec- 
retary ot  the  Treasirry  to  place  it  beTore  the  House; 
and  yet  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  told 
them  lie  knew  nothinij  of"  it.  Tiien  at;ain  the  gen- 
tleman from  JN'ew  York  [Mr.  Conger]  stated  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  sent  to  the  print- 
ers and  obtained  proofs  of  his  report  before  it  was 
furnished  to  this  House,  and  that  but  for  that  it 
would  iiave  been  on  their  tables  sooner.  The  gen- 
tleman was  mistaken.  He  (Mr.  B.)  assejted 
broadly,  on  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  that  he  never  sent  to  the  printers,-and 
never  set  his  eyes  on  it  in  printed  form  until  it  was 
printed  for  the  use  of  this  House. 

Mr.  CONGEil  begged  permission  to  say  a  word 
by  way  of  e.vplanation.  He  desired  to  say  that  in 
the  remark  wliich  lie  made  yesterday  there  was  an 
error  in  relation  to  the  index  to  tiiat  work.  In 
making  his  explanation  yesterday  he  mistook  the 
document;  and  to  set  hunself  and  the  House  ris^ht 
on  that  subject,  in  case  it  should  be  necessary  that, 
he  should  hereafter  have  occasion  to  make  expla- 
nations, he  this  morning  called  on  the  public  print- 
er to  make  further  inquiries,  and  he  found  he  was 
ill  error  on  the  subject  of  that  index  being  in  the 
hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  pe- 
riod lie  yesterday  named.  There  was  no  index  to 
this  document.  But  he  stated  on  the  authority  of 
the  primers — and  he  knew  nothing  more  about  it 
— that  proofs  of  that  document  liad  been  in  the 
liaiids  of  the  Secretary,  that  they  remained  there 
weeks  and  weeks,  and  that  that  was  the  reason  of 
the  delay  in  furnishing  them  to  the  House.  This 
explanation  lie  made  in  justice  to  the  printers;  and 
if  there  was  a  question  of  veracity  between  them, 
that  must  rest  with  the  printers  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  BEDIiNGER  again  asserted,  on  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  Secretai-y  of  Treasury,  that  the  Sec- 
retary never  diil  send  for  proofs  of  tliat  document. 

Mr.  CONUEli  did  not  assert  tliat  he  sent  for 
the  report;  but,  on  the  authority  of  the  printers, 
he  Slated  that  proofs  were  furnished. 

Mr.  BEDIiNGER  cared  not  what  the  printers 
might  say.  The  printers'  testimony  in  this  case 
Was  somewhat  like  the  unattested  authority  of 
Bome  clerk  with  which  the  Committee  on  Public 
Expenditures  sought  to  affix  blame  on  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.  Yesterday  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  spoke  on  his  own  authority,  and 
now  he  furnished  tlie  authority  of  the  printer;  but 
he^(Mr.  B.,)  on  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  gave  it  a  broad  denial. 

He  then  reuirned  to  the  admission  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  that  he  was  ignorant  of 
inform  ition  which  was  literally  piled  up  in  a  doc- 
ument which  he  had  before  him,  and  from  which 
he  read  several  extracts,  and  then  asked,  with 
such  ficts  before  them,  wh.it  confidence  could  be 
placed  on  the  statements  which  the  report  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  contained.' 

He  next,  as  was  understood,  proceeded  to  com- 
ment on  an  admitted  error  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  I'ennsylvania  to  the  amount  of  halt  a  million 
of  dollars.  He  also  spoke  of  a  small  error  of 
seventy-two  dollars,  and  of  some  mistake  in  sub- 
tracting. He  said  he  had  been  told  that  he  was 
much  ijetter  at  figures  of  rhetoric  than  figures  of 
arithmetic;  but  lie  nevertheless  should  not  take 
eight  from  thirteen  and  leave  four. 

There  was  another  small  error.  In  the  table  B 
of  the  report  of  the  majority,  a  certain  balance 
(which  Mr.  B.  s[)ecifiedj  was  stated  at  one  hun- 
dred and  two  millions;  and  in  another  part  of  their 
same  table  B  the  same  balance  was  stated  at  one 
liundred  and  twelve  millions;  thus  lalling  into  only 
the  little  error  of  ten  millions  of  didlais!  They 
accused  the  Secretary's  report  of  errors,  but  here 
Was  a  whapper  in  tJKMr  own. 

Mr.  STliOHM  reminded  iMr.  B.  that  he  had 
explaiufd  this  on  the  duy  before.  The  gentleman 
would  find,  that  when  the  amount  was  brought 
over  to  the  next  page,  it  was  staled  correctly;  so 
that  the  result  remained  unchanged. 

Mr.  BEIJINGER  f;aid  tins  was  very  true;  but 
should  not  their  falling  into  so  great  an  error  as 
thi.s  in  iheir  own  figures  teach  them  to  extend  some 
little  charily  to  the  statements  of  others?  Mr.  B. 
had  as  much  right  to  charge  this  upon  the  major- 
ity report  as  the  majority  had  to  charge  sinnlar 
mistakes  (if  any  such  there  were)  upon  the  Secre- 
tary of  llie  Treasury. 


!  The  gentleman  had  said  that  it  happened  very 
fortunately  that  one  error  of  his  report  balanced 
another.  This  was  particularly  rich;  and  it  re- 
minded Mr.  B.  of  an  old  adage  that  certain  people 
were  remarkable  for  good  luck.  He  did  not  mean 
to  ap[)ly  the  whole  proverb  to  the  majority  of  the 
Committee  on  Accounts,  although  some  persons 
might  have  been  so  malicious  as  to  make  such  an 
application  of  it. 

[A  voice:  "  Who  do  you  say  are  remarkable 
for  good  luck  ?"] 

It  is  pretty  well  known,  I  believe,  what  persons 
they  are.     [Laughter.] 

I'o  sum  up  the  errors  into  which  this  investiga- 
ting committee  had  themselves  fallen:  they  com- 
menced with  wholly  neglecting  to  consider  one  of 
the  most  important  documents  presented  to  Con- 
gress under  this  Government — a  document  the 
presentation  of  which  they  were  by  law  compelled 
to  know,  but  of  the  very  existence  of  which  the 
gentleman  had  confessed  himself  ignorant  till 
within  a  few  days  past.  The  gentleman  had  said 
that  he^could  guess  how  the  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee had  got  access  to  that  document:  no  doubt 
they  could;  who  could  not.?  The  law  requiring 
the  document  to  be  presented  to  Congress  com- 
pelled every  member  to  know  of  us  presentation. 

But,  without  having  even  seen  this  document, 
the  majority  had  started  up  to  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  had  there  obtained  unattested  tran- 
scripts and  memorandums  liom  the  clerks.  Thus 
they  had  started  wrong;  and  as  they  had  set  out, 
so  they  proceeded.  Even  when  they  had  got 
these  materials  from  the  clerks,  they  did  not  know 
how  to  put  them  together.  When  all  the  bricks 
were  given  them,  they  had  not  the  skill  to  build 
them  up;  insomuch  that  they  had  committed  sixty- 
four  mistakes  m  thirty-iiine  pages;  and  this  in  a 
report  which  was  to  shake  the  Secretary  in  his 
chair.  Mr.  B.  said  he  regarded  the  jiroduction  of 
this  report  of  the  majority  as  a  fortunate  event  for 
the  country,  for  theSecretary,  and  for  that  House. 
It  would  serve  the  more  to  attract  public  admira- 
tion to  the  able  and  accurate  manner  in  which  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  discharged  the  ar- 
duous and  responsible  dunes  of  his  high  office. 

1'he  credit  of  the  country  was  elevated  iiigher 
than  ever  it  had  stood  before;  for  during  an  im- 
pending war  the  stocks  of  the  Government  had 
gone  up  instead  of  declining;  and  this  while  mem- 
oers  on  thai  floor  were  aiming  daggers  at  the  Sec- 
letary,  and  to  reach  him  were  striking  at  the  credit 
of  tlieir  own  country.  The  Secretary  had  been 
authorized  by  law  to  borrow  forty-nine  millions  of 
dollars,  and  none  of  the  stock  or  treasury  notes 
had  been  sold  under  par,  and  most  of  it  at  a  pie 
niium;  insomuch  that  the  amount  of  premium 
realized  by  the  treasury  exceeded  ;jf6O0,0OU.  Com- 
pare this  with  the  slate  of  the  public  credit  in  1814, 
when  the  Government  could  realize  but  thirtysi.^ 
millions  of  dollars  irom  eighty  millions  of  treasury 
notes. 

And  who  could  forget  that  in  1843  the  credit  of 
the  United  States  went  a  begging,  not  only  through- 
out this  land,  but  all  over  Europe.' — when  the  loans 
could  not  be  obtained  here,  and  we  had  to  send  a 
financial  agent  to  beg  us  a  little  money  on  the  other 
side  of  the  water  to  keep  alive  the  credit  of  the 
American  Government.''  Compare  such  a  state  of 
things  as  this  with  the  height  to  which  the  public 
credit  had  been  advanced  under  the  present  Admin- 
istration. And  all  this  had  been  eliected  under  the 
much-abused  system  of  free  tradeand  the  independ- 
ent treasury.  Who  could  ever  forget  the  thun- 
ders of  denunciation,  the  croaking,  the  howling, 
the  predictionsof  public  ruin  which  resounded  from 
one  end  of  the  land  to  the  other?  But  such  had 
been  the  force  of  eX)ierience  that  merchants  in  all 
parts  of  the  Union  were  fast  becoming  converts  to 
the  practical  wisdom  of  both  those  great  features  of 
public  policy.  'I'hey  saw  how  the  system  worjted, 
and  their  prejudic(;s  gave  way  before  the  evidence 
of  tact,  'i'he  credit  of  all  this  was  in  an  eminent 
degree  due  to  the  able  officer  at  ihe  head  of  the 
Treasury  Department.  The  prosecution  of  these 
two  systems  of  operation  in  our  financial  aliairs 
had  devolved  upon  the  Secretary  an  amount  of 
labor  which  must  have  crushed  any  man  who  did 
not  [lossess  the  same  great  ability  and  the  same 
indomitable  capability  of  labor. 

iVlr.  B.,  in  conclusion,  said  that  it  had  not  been 
his  intention  to  wound  the  leclings  of  any  gcntle- 
niaii.  If  he  had  iinmieniiomdly  done  so,  he  regret- 
led  it.    But  the  plain  truth  was,  thai  the  Gouimti- 


tee  on  Expenditures  had  gone  beyond  their  depth. 
They  were  like  little  wanton  boys  who  swam 
on  bladders  on  the  bosom  of  a  deep  sea,  and  they 
found  the  waves  too  heavy  for  them.  To  use  a 
homely  phrase,  they  had  gone  out  for  wool  and 
come  home  shorn.  The  gentlemen  had  gone  out 
a  whaling,  but  they  had  met  with  a  huge  leviathan 
of  the  deep,  one  flourish  of  whose  tailhad  tossed 
up  their  little  boat  into  the  heavens,  and  plunged 
the  poor  boatmen  into  the  depths  of  iWe  se;t. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  now  moved 
the  previous  question,  but  consented  to  withdraw 
it  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Vinton. 

BUSINESS  ON  THE  SPEAKER'S  TABLE. 
On    motion  of  Mr. -.VINTON,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded  to  the  consideration    of  business   on    the 
Speaker's  table. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  current 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  Department 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1849,  and  for  other 
purposes,  which  had  been  returned  from  the  Sen- 
ate with  amendments,  was  taken  up  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  following  Senate  bills  were  then  taken  up, 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  appropriate  commit- 
tees: 

A  bill  to  increase  the  medical  corps  of  the  navy. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Central  Railroad  Com- 
pany of  Georgia. 

A  bill  to  revive  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  horses  and  other  property 
lost  or  destroyed  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,"  approved  January  18,  1837,  and 
the  acts  approved  14ih  October,  1837,  and  August 
23,  1842,  and  the  last  proviso  of  the  act  of  Alarch, 
1843,  amendatory  of  the  same. 

A  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
purchase  from  Dr.  James  P.  Espy  his  patent  right 
for  the  conical  ventilator  for  the  u.se  of  the  United 
States. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  N.  Smith. 
A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  John  Clark. 
A  bill  to  provide  compensation  to  Wm.  Wood- 
bridge  and  Henry  Chipman,  for  services  in  ad- 
justing titles  to  land  in  Michigan,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

A  bill  forthereliefof  the  heirs  of  Jean  F.  Perry, 
Josiah  Bleakley,Nicholas  Jarrot,  and  Robert  Mor- 
rison. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  F.  Sothoron. 
A  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  W.  Nye,  assignee  of 
P.  Bargy  and  H.  Stewart. 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  a  part  of  public 
reservation  numbered  13,  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, and  for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  regulation  of  seamen  on  board 
the  public  and  private  vessels  of  the  United  States," 
passed  March  3,  1813,  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time;  when — 

Mr.  BIRDSALL  moved  that  the  bill  be  now 
read  a  third  time  and  put  upon  its  final  passage. 
Mr.  B.  explained  the  practical  operation  of  the 
law  of  naturalization,  as  now  interpreted  by  the 
courts  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  showed  the 
necessity  of  the  bill  to  relieve  persons  who,  after 
declaring  their  intention  to  become  naturalized, 
had  left  the  country  as  volunteers  for  Mexico,  anil 
thus  been  prevented  from  obtaining  the  residence 
required  by  the  law. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  further  explained  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill,  and  urged  the  necessity  of  passing 
it.  Those  who  had  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the 
country,  and  had  been  sent  beyond  its  limits  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war,  fell  within  the  wording  of 
the  present  law,  and  were  forced  to  lose  all  the 
time  they  were  thus  absent,  though  they  had  pre- 
viously notified  their  intention  of  being  natural- 
ized. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question,  which  was  seconded,  and,  under 
the  operation  thereof,  the  bill  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  by  yeas  and  nays:  Yeas  165, 
nays  4. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  last  vote;  which  last  motion  waa  laid  on 
the  table. 

THE   SOUTHERN    MAIL. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  authorize 

and   require  a  renewal  of  a  contract   for  carrying 

the  mail  wa.s  read  a  first  and  second  time;  when — 

Mr.  GOGGIN  moved   to  refer  the   bill   to   the 

Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
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Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  said  it  was  very  late 
in  the  session ;  that  tliis  was  a  hili,  the  question 
upon  which  he  thought  had  been  settled;  that  it 
had  at  an  early  period  of  the  session  been  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  and  had  been  reported  back  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  be  rejected;  that  upon  delibera- 
tion it  was  rejected  by  the  House,  and  he  could 
not  believe  the  House  would  change  a  determina- 
tion so  manifestly  proper.  To  save  time,  there- 
fore, he  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GOGGIN.  Will  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  supersede  the  motion  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads? 
The  SPEAKER  pro  tern.  Undoubtedly. 
Mr.  MEADE  asked  the  consent  of  the  House 
to  have  a  short  petition — of  only  12  lines — read  to 
ihe  House  before  the  vote  was  taken. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  could  only  be  done  by 
general  consent. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  to  .lay  on  the  table;  which  were  or- 
dered. 

Mr.  JONES  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  upon  an  appeal  by  several  members,  giving 
notice,  however,  he  should  renew  it. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  reference  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads — 

Mr.  GOGGIN  moved  the  previous  question; 
but  withdrew  it  on  being  informed  that  it  would 
cut  off  the  motion  to  refer,  and  bring  the  House 
to  a  direct  vote  on  the  bill  itself. 

Mr.  VINTON  expressed  the  hope  that  there 
would  be  no  debate. 

Mr.  McLANE  wished  to  say  a  few  words,  and 
he  should  not  do  this  had  it  not  been  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  had  given  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  renew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 
He  had  no  doubt  himself  but  the  route  ought  to  be 
changed  for  the  direct  southern  route;  bnt  he  had 
just  as  little  doubt,  that  throughout  this  contro- 
versy between  the  railroad  company  and  the  Post- 
ma.ster  General,  not  only  had  the  Postmaster 
General  been  fully  sustained  by  the  law,  but  fully 
sustained  by  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case; 
and,  anxious  as  he  was  that  the  mail  should  be 
restored  to  the  most  direct,  the  shortest,  and,  as 
he  believed,  the  cheapest  route,  he  did  not  hesitate 
to  sustain  the  Postmaster  General  so  long  as  the 
case  rested  where  it  did,  on  the  extreme  demand 
of  the  railroad  company;  and  if  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  was  to  be  a  test  question  between  the 
company  and  the  Postmaster  General,  he  should 
sustain  that  motion.  While  he  and  the  whole 
community  with  whom  he  held  intercourse  pre- 
ferred the  direct  route,  he  thought  he  might  say 
that  they  believed  in  the  present  controversy  that 
the  Post  Office  Department  was  right,  and  the  rail- 
road company  wrong. 
Pending  this  question — 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Root,  of  Ohio,  in  the 
chair,)  and  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expen- 
ses of  the  Government,  &c.,  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1849. 

Mr.  SAWYER  spoke  through  his  hour,  in  the 
course  of  which  he  introduced  some  general  topics; 
but  he  spoke  more  particularly  of  the  introduction 
of  emancipated  negroes  into  the  state  of  Ohio  and 
the  injury  done  to  the  liegro  race  by  the  aboli- 
tionists. 

Mr.  CRISFIELD  followed  in  an  argument  by 
which  he  maintained  that  this  Government  had  no 
authority  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slavery 
i/ito  the  newly-acquired  territories,  that  being  a 
question  for  the  territories  to  settle  when  they 
became  Stales. 

Mr.  SLINGERLAND  also  addressed  the  com- 
mittee in  a  speech  on  the  subject  of  the  river  and 
harbor  bill. 

[These  speeches  will  be  published  in  the  Ap- 
pendix.] 

After  which,  Mr.  FEATHERSTON' obtained 
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the  floor,  and  the  committee  rose  and  reported 
progress. 

Mr.  VINTON  asked  the  House  to  take  up  the 
resolution  he  yesterday  moved  to  close  the  debate 
in  committee  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill;  pend- 
ing which  motion — 

The  House  adjourned. 

■',*  The  motion  made  hy  Mr.  Duncan,  of  Kentucky,  on 
the  iSth  of  June,  (see  pago  843,)  was  a  motion,  not  for  an 
appropriation  to  remove  the  Cumberland  Dam,  hut  to  per- 
fect it. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  BOWLIN:  The  petition  of  William  Dawson  and 
one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  others,  citizens  of  Missouri, 
setting  forth  the  superior  advantages  of  the  site,  and  praj'- 
ing  for  the  estahlishment  of  the  western  armory  at  the  city 
of  Caps  Girardeau.  Also,  the  petition  of  John  Scudderand 
thirty-seven  otliers,  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  western  armory  at  the  town  of  Birmingham, 
in  the  State  of  Missouri,  which  is  also  accompanied  with  a 
petition  of  the  President  and  two  Directors  of  said  town, 
profi'ering  every  facility  for  the  accomplishment  of  said 
object.  Also  the  petition  of  John  R.  Roberts  and  thirty-five 
others,  citizens  of  Missouri,  praying  a  donation  of  alternate 
sections  of  the  public  land  along  the  route  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  Lexington,  Missouri,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio  river;  and  also  for  lands  in  lieu  of  the 
occupied  portions  alons  said  route. 

By  Mr.  DUER:  Memorial  of  Nevens,  Townsend  &  Co., 
and  others,  remonstrating  agauist  the  passage  of  a  bill  sur- 
rendering to  the  State  (if  Indiana  the  bonds  of  that  State 
held  bv  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  CROWELL:  The  petition  of  P.  Adams,  J.  W. 
Edwards,  and  others,  citizens  of  Ellsworth,  MahOning  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  praying  the  reduction  of  the  rate  of  postage  to  two 
cents  on  all  letters,  and  other  mailable  matter  iu  like  pro- 
portion, and  doini  away  with  the  franking  privilege. 

By  Mr.  T.BUTLER  KING:  The  petition  of  John  Cas- 
sedy,  praying  compensation  for  services,  &c. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  June  22,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
covering  the  report  of  a  geological  reconnoissance 
of  the  Chippewa  land  district  of  Wisconsin,  and 
the  northern  part  of  Iowa,  by  David  Dale  Owen. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  James  W.  Day,  messen- 
ger to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  asking 
extra  compensation. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Robinson,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BREESE,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  intro- 
duced a  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  such  per- 
sons as  may  have  incurred  the  disability  of  the 
28th  section  of  the  act  to  change  the  organization 
of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and  to  provide  more 
effectually  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  there- 
of; which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

The  naval  appropriation  bill  from  the  House 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  BADGER  moved  to  take  up  a  resolution 
submitted  by  him  some  time  since,  to  rescind  the 
resolution  of  December  last,  appointing  a  door- 
keeper to  the  ante-room  of  the  Senate. 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table;  and,  after  some  debate,  the  question  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Benton,  Borland,  Brad- 
bury, Breese,  Bright,  Butler,  Dix,  Footc,  Hanneean,  Hous- 
ton, Hunter,  Mason,  Niles,  Sturgeon,  Turnev,  Westcott, 
and  Yuleo— 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Ber- 
rien, Calhoun,  Clayton,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Downs, 
Haudiu,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  oILouisiana,  Man- 
gum,  Miller,  Phelps,  Rusk,  Spruauce,  and  Upham— 19. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  gave  the  casting  vote 
in  tiie  negative. 

The  resolution  was  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Contingent  Fund  of  tlie  Senate. 

The  resolution  subnnitted  by  Mr.  Atherton,  to 
meet  at  eleven  o'clock,  was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATCHISON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolution 
from  the  House  fixing  the  time  for  the  adjourn- 


ment of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  on  the  17lh 
July  next. 

Mr.  BADGER  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  adding  a  clause  providing  for  the  next  meeting 
of  Congre.ss.  The  blanks  in  that  amendment,  he 
moved  to  fill  with  the  wortls  "  second  Monday  in 
November." 

Mr.  ATCHISON  moved  to  substitute  "  third 
Monday  in  October."  He  thought  the  time  he 
had  named  would  leave  the  next  session  as  short 
as  it  could  be  made  so  as  to  ensure  the  completion 
of  the  business  which  would  be  before  Congress, 

Mr.  CALHOUN  was  confident  that  the  Senate, 
as  already  organized,  would  do  more  business  in 
one  month  than  would  be  accomplished  between  the 
third  of  October  and  the  usual  period  for  commen- 
cing the  session.  As  to  the  taking  up  of  business 
again  at  the  stage  in  which  it  would  remain  at  the 
adjournment,  he  objected  to  it  as  unparliamentary, 
and  if  we  begin  it  anew,  so  much  time  will  be  taken 
up  in  getting  it  forward,  that  nothing  would  be 
gained.  He  reminded  Senators,  that,  so  far  as 
business  was  concerned,  an  adjournment  would  be 
till  December,  1849,  because  tfie  old  Administration 
would  slum  the  responsibility  of  beginning  new 
measures,  and  thecoming  in  Administration  would 
not  be  prepared.  If  we  remain  here,  we  might 
get  through  from  the  1st  to  the  10th  of  August. 
Hefeltasmuch  inconvenience  from  the  hot  weather 
as  any  one,  but  he  was  willing  to  remain.  The 
southern  harvest  takes  place  in  October  and  No- 
vember, when  it  is  particularly  important  for  Sen- 
ators from  that  section  to  be  at  home,  tie  would 
prefer  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  was  doubtful  if  it  was  not  dis- 
respectful to  the  House  to  delay  action  on  their 
resolution.  That  resolution  fixed  the  17th  of  July. 
We  could  hold  the  House  to  that  day;  but  it  seemed 
discourteous  to  let  the  resolution  lie  until  within 
a  few  days  of  the  time  fixed,  and  then  adopt  it. 
As  to  the  day  of  meeting,  the  objection  to  the  third 
Monday  in  October  applied  so  far  as  that  the 
Presidential  election  will  be  then  pending,  while 
on  the  second  Monday  in  November  the  contest 
will  be  ended,  and  no  such  inconvenience  will  oc- 
cur. He  admitted  that  it  was  unparliamentary  to 
disturb  the  order  of  business,  but  the  urgency  of 
the  case  might  justify  a  change  of  the  usual  course. 
The  adjournment  would,  in  fact,  be  merely  a  re- 
cess. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  referred  to  the  opinions  of  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  that  the  Senate  could 
now  do  more  business  in  a  month  than  could  be 
done  by  meeting  in  October,  and  that  it  would  be 
unparliamentary  to  take  up  the  business  in  Octo- 
ber as  it  might  be  left  now.  He  believed  we 
should  be  in  a  better  condition,  after  three  months' 
recess,  to  go  on  with  the  business  of  Congress, 
than  we  are  now.  And  as  to  the  state  of  business, 
it  was  the  practice  of  the  House  to  take  up  busi- 
ness in  the  stage  in  which  it  is  left  at  the  close  of 
the  preceding  session.  He  was  particularly  anx- 
ious to  see  the  bill  relating  to  the  Territory  of  Ore- 
gon passed,  and  there  was  a  mass  of  business  on 
the  table  which  might  require  two,  or  even  three 
months.  As  to  the  Presidential  election,  he  sug- 
gested that  the  election  might  be  made  without 
the  presence  or  superintendence  of  members  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  referred  to  a  law  formerly  pass- 
ed, fixing  the  commencement  of  the  second  session 
on  the  first  Monday  in  November.  Theie  was 
great  unanimity  in  Congress  on  the  subject;  but 
owinff  to  a  constitutional  objection,  the  President 
put  his  veto  on  the  law.  No  mode  therefore  is 
left,  but  for  Congress  to  make  its  own  arrange- 
ments, by  adjourning  to  such  day  as  it  may  think 
best.  He  thought  the  day  named  in  the  law  for- 
merly passed,  would  be  the  best— that  is,  the  first 
Monday  in  November.  He  was  himself  disposed 
to  shorten  the  long  session,  and  lengthen  the  short 
one.  He  agreed  with  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
that  it  was  unnecessary  for  members  ot  Congress 
to  intermeddle  with  the  election  ot  President.  And 
he  thought  it  much  better  to  do  the  public  business 
in  cool  weather  than  in  the  hot  months. 

Mr   BUTLER  was  opposed  to  meeting  m  Octo- 
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ber.  October  and  November  were  the  months  in 
which  the  presence  of  southern  members  at  home 
was  particularly  required.  He  desired  to  get 
tliiou"-h  the  business  of  Congress  now.  The  close 
of  tiie  war  would  render  it  necessary  to  adopt 
measures  for  the  government  of  the  new  territory. 
There  were  measures  which  he  desired  to  see  acted 
on  before  the  Piesidenlial  election  took  place,  as 
he  desired  to  see  his  way  very  clear,  before  he  ad- 
vised his  constituents  to  vote  one  way  or  the  other. 
At  present,  he  admitted  himself  to  be  pretty  much 
unconcerned  about  the  result. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  referred  to  the  business 
wliich  remained  undone,  and  expressed  liis  belief 
that  we  might  get  througli  the  business  during  the 
month  of  July.  A  summer  session  he  regarded  as 
more  healthy  than  a  winter  session.  It  was  im- 
portant, in  iiis  opinion,  that  we  siiould  retain  the 
House  resolution  a  little  longer,  until  we  can  see 
whether  it  is  practicable  to  adjourn  on  the  day 
named.  We  may  be  able  to  get  through  earlier, 
or  by  the  last  day  of  July. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
of  the  House  by  inserling  the  31st  of  July,  if 
there  was  to  be  more  debate,  he  would  call  for  the 
special  order. 

Mr.  FOOTE  said  it  would  be  unfair  to  the  able 
tacticians  of  the  Whig  party  to  suppose  that  they 
would  attempt  to  meet  the  opposite  party  on  fair 
grounds  in  the  contest  which  was  about  to  take 
place.  He  e.Kpressed  his  belief  that  as  it  was 
formerly  the  policy  of  the  Whigs  to  be  all  things 
to  all  men  to  gain  converts — to  spread  out  their 
net  to  catch  birds  of  every  feather — he  presumed 
that  the  same  policy  was  now  to  be  resumed.  He 
was  disposed  to  resist  any  adjournment  until  Sen- 
ators on  the  other  side  were  compelled  to  show 
their  hands. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  he  did  not  very  well 
understand  the  Senator's  reference  to  measures 
which  he  supposed  the  Whigs  would  not  desire  to 
meet.  For  himself,  he  would  say  that  he  was 
ready  to  meet  any  question  which  might  come  up, 
and  he  believed  he  might  say  that  his  friends 
around  him  held  the  same  views.  He  admitted 
that  the  Whigs  had  spread  their  net,  and  that  they 
expected  to  draw  up  from  the  great  deep  a  good 
many  fishes  which  do  not  belong  to  the  Whig 
party.  He  thought  it  was  the  peculiar  duty  of 
Senators  to  do  the  public  business.  It  was  very 
inconvenient  for  him  to  come  here  in  the  early  au- 
tumn. He  thought  we  might  get  through  the  busi- 
ness by  the  first  of  August.  He  desired  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution  for 
a  week.  He  would  move  to  postpone  the  resolu- 
tion until  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  M.  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
resolution  of  the  House  would  be  so  amended  as 
to  fix  the  .Slst  of  July,  before  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Badger] 
was  acted  on. 

Mr.  BADGER  was  entirely  willing  to  take  that 
course. 

Mr.  FOOTE  had  no  doubt  that  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  spoke  correctly  when  he  referred 
to  his  own  willingness  to  meet  every  question. 
The  remark  of  that  Senator,  that  the  Whig  net 
would  be  thrown  out  to  catch  every  description  of 
fish,  was  rather  a  fishy  one.  He  referred  to  the 
proceedings  of  ihePhiladelphia  Convention,  sitting 
publicly  all  day,  and  talking  together  all  night,  yet 
separating' without  adopting  any  resolution  declar- 
atory of  any  political  principles  whatever.  There 
were  l)irds  of  every  feather  there — blue-light  Fed- 
eralists, no-territory  men,  abolitionists,  &c.  Why 
were  not  those  subjects  discussed,  and  made  the 
basis  of  a  declaration  ?  He  said  that  he  had  a  great 
numl)er  of  Whig  newspapers  marked,  from  the 
North,  in  which  the  editors  had  all  taken  the  Wil- 
mot  j)roviso  ground,  while  the  Southern  Whigs 
took  the  opposite  ground.  He  then  proceeded  to 
detud  the  course  taken  by  the  Whigs  in  Massa- 
shusetts  and  other  places,  and  to  (fescant  on  the 
political  characters  of  prominent  Whigs,  and  on 
the  opinions  attributed  to  General  Ta'yior.  He 
referred  lo  the  declaration  of  Abbot  Lawrence  that 
General  Taylor  was  as  much  a  Whig  as  he  was- 
and  said  it  would  be  hard  to  make  any  intellijrent 
citizen  of  Mississippi  Ijelieve  that  General  Taylor 
wa.s  an  Abliot  Lawrence  Whig.  He  desired  that 
Congress  should  not  adjourn  until  the  question 
should  be  met  which  the' I'hiladeiphia  Convention 
had  not  dared  to  meet.     He  was  anxious  thai  the 


Whigs  should  show  their  hands  at  once.  He  al- 
leged that  the  candidate  on  the  Whig  ticket  for  the 
Vice  Presidency  went  further  in  his  sentiments 
than  the  Wilmot  proviso,  and  was  certainly  the 
author  of  the  tarift' of  1828. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  he  had  no  intention  to 
commence  this  debate,  nor  was  he  disposed  to  ex- 
tend it.  There  were  some  remarks  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  however,  which  called 
for  some  reply.  Who  brought  up  this  question 
to-day?  The  Senator  from  Missouri,  who  certain- 
ly could  not  be  suspected  of  being  a  Whig.  Yet 
it  was  charged  that  the  Whigs  desired  an  early 
adjournment,  in  order  to  evade  the  discussion  of 
certain  questions.  It  was  charged  that  the  Phila- 
delphia Convention  exhibited  a  congregation  of 
birds  of  every  feather.  At  the  Baltimore  Conven- 
tion, also,  there  were  the  streaked  and  ringtailed 
of  every  description.  As  to  the  principles  of  the 
great  Conservative  Whig  party,  they  were  too  well 
known  everywhere  to  require  to  be  exhibited  on  a 
platform.  It  was  not  necessary  for  them  every  six 
months  to  avow  what  their  principles  are.  It  was 
not  necessary  to  enlist  every  penny  paper  in  the 
Union  to  expound  them.  He  I'eferred  to  the  ques- 
tions put  to  General  Cass  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 
to  his  opinions  on  internal  improvements  and  the 
Wilmot  proviso,  and  to  the  sudden  manner  in 
which  he  lost  his  voice  when  expected  to  reply. 
He  adverted  also  .to  the  harmony  of  the  Democrats 
in  New  York,  and  to  the  sentiments  avowed  in 
Charleston,  South  Carolina.  He  admitted  that  the 
Whigs  had  taken  a  candidate  pretty  much  on  trust, 
but  he  thought  General  Taylor  was  none  the  worse 
because  he  had  not  mingled  in  the  arena  of  party 
politics.  He  did  not  know  that  General  Taylor 
was  a  Wilmot  proviso  man.  He  did  not  know 
whether  his  Wliigery  was  as  good  as  that  of  Ab- 
bot Lawrence.  He  was  willing  to  trust  the  South 
in  the  hands  of  General  Taylor,  believing  that  he 
would  not  be  found  in  the  hands  of  party  tacticians, 
but  would  act  on  his  own  strong  sense.  He  be- 
lieved it  not  necessary  to  say  that  Millard  Fillmore 
was  a  sound  Whig,  and  had  been  a  very  useful 
member  of  Congress.  He  concluded  with  stating 
that  although  there  might  be  some  novelty  and 
irregularity  in  this  mode  of  introducing  this  sub- 
ject, he  was  not  sorry  that  his  friend  from  Missis- 
sippi had  thought  proper  to  bring  it  forward. 

Mr.  FOOTE  replied,  stating  that  the  sun  of 
Whigery,  which  had  been  described  as  shining 
with  such  a  cheering,  and  beneficent,  and  unmis- 
takable light,  sometimes  shone  darkly.  It  had 
been  alleged  that  Whig  principles  were  everywhere 
known  and  understood.  He  confessed  that  he  had 
hitherto  been  extremely  ignorant  on  this  point. 
He  was  desirous  to  be  instructed,  and  he  was  will- 
ing to  put  himself  under  the  tuition  of  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina. 

"  nclij;litfiil  ta.'.k  !  to  rear  the  infant  mind, 
And  teach  tlio  young  idea  how  to  shoot." 

He  wished  to  begin  by  learning  whether  all  the 
old  issues  of  the  Whig  party  were  to  be  abandoned. 
Would  General  Taylor  advise  the  revival  of  a  na- 
tional bank?  Would  he  go  for  an  enlarged  system 
of  internal  improvement,  for  a  high  tariff,  for  the 
independent  treasury?  Would  he  interpose  his 
veto  on  the  Wilmot  proviso?  Pie  expressed  his 
suspicion  that  General  Taylor  is  a  Wilmot-proviso 
man.  It  had  been  so  charged  on  him,  and  he  had 
never,  to  this  (lay,  given  the  charge  a  denial.  The 
people  do  not  know  what  are  the  opinions  of  Gen- 
eral Taylor  on  this  subject;  arul  they  are  entitled 
to  know  them,  and  will  know  them. 

But  the  Whigs,  it  is  alleged,  are  conservative. 
This  is  a  word  of  many  imports.  In  what  way  are 
they  conservative?  The  devils  in  hell  were  sent 
there  to  dwell  in  never-wasting  fire,  that  they  might 
be  conserved  there  for  eternal  punishment.  There 
might  be  conservative  for  evil  as  well  as  for  good. 
Did  they  propose  to  conserve  a  national  bank, 
&c.?  It  svas  to  be  supposed,  then,  that  General 
Taylor  had  become  acquainted  with  all  the  sinu- 
osities of  the  Whig  principles  all  at  once.  A  little 
while  ago  he  was  not  at  all  conversant  with  parly 
politics;  and  now  he  understands  all  the  differences 
which  are  to  be  found  in  Whig  opinions.  His  skill 
in  acquiring  knowledge  exceeded  that  of  any  other 
individual  on  record.  The  amount  of  the  speech 
of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  was  praise  of 
the  patriotism  and  honesty  of  General  Taylor. 

And  did  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  pre- 
tend to  say  tliat  the  standard-bearer  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  ever  conceftled  his  opinions,  or  ever 


was  backward  in  expressing  them  on  this  floor? 
Did  he  ever  betray  any  want  of  boldness?  He  had 
aat  next  to  him  in  this  Chamber,  and  could  bear 
testimony  to  his  boldness  on  every  occasion.  Did 
he  hesitate  to  express  his  views  as  to  revolution- 
ized France?  Did  he  hesitate  to  unfold  bis  views 
as  to  emancipated  Italy?  On  any  question  of  im- 
portance, had  he  not  acted  boldly  and  without 
hesitation?  He  vindicated  General  Cass  for  not 
answering  every  impertinent  question  propounded 
to  him — for  not  following  the  example  of  the  Whig 
candidate,  who  answered  every  question.  He 
appealed  to  Senators  on  the  Whig  side  of  the 
Chamber  to  say  if  General  Taylor  had  written  all 
the  letters  which  are  in  circulation  with  his  name 
aflixed  to  them.  He  had  the  strongest  circum- 
stantial evidence  that  General  Taylor  was  not  the 
author  oC  all  these  letters.  Some  of  them  were 
written  with  so  much  grammatical  inaccuracy  as 
to  show  an  entire  ignorance  of  the  elements  of 
education.  Others  were  written  with  a  grammati- 
cal accuracy,  a  logical  yirecision,  and  a  skill,  which 
exhibited  the  practical  statesman.  Whoever  had 
written  the  latter  would  not  have  been  such  a  fool 
as  to  write  the  former. 

He  then  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  death  of 
Cresar — the  destruction  of  Henry  Clay,  who  v/as 
the  embodiment  of  Whigery,  who  had  stood  by  the 
principles  of  the  party  through  every  scene  of  good 
and  evil,  whose  voice  had  controlled  the  Senate. 
That  great  man  was  no  more.  Carthago  fait. 
Clay  is  stabbed — stabbed  by  his  own  friends — de- 
serted for  General  Taylor.  He  was  opposed  to 
adjourning  until  the  great  questions  pending  in  the 
Senate  were  disposed  of — until  this  image  of  con- 
servatism was  shivered  by  the  sledge-hammer  of 
truth. 

Mr.  MILLER  had  hoped  the  question  of  adjourn- 
ment would  have  been  discussed  without  bringing 
into  it  a  discussion  on  the  Piesidential  election,  and 
all  the  questions  connected  with  it.  The  Senatoc 
was  unwilling  to  adjourn  until  the  Whig  party 
should  be  brought  out  on  certain  points.  He  prob- 
ably would  prolong  the  session  until  he  supposed 
it  would  be  entitled  to  the  name  of  the  second  Long 
Parliament.  He  then  stated,  that  when  the  two- 
million  bill,  in  1846,  was  brought  to  the  Senate  with 
the  Wilmot  proviso,  from  the  House,  and  was 
defeated  by  Mr.  Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  speak- 
ing to  the  hour  of  adjournment,  Mr.  Cass  after- 
wards went  over  to  the  Whig  side  of  the  Chamber, 
and  complained,  in  terms  somewhat  discourteous, 
that  Mr.  Davis,  by  his  speech,  had  defeated  the 
bill,  as  he  (Mr.  Cass)  had  determined  to  vote  for 
the  Wilmot  proviso.  Then,  when  he  (Mr.  M.) 
travelled  to  the  North  with  Mr.  Cass,  that  gentle- 
man held  the  same  language.  At  the  next  session, 
to  his  surprise,  Mr.  Cass  voted  against  the  proviso, 
on  the  ground  of  the  unfitness  of  the  time  for  in- 
serting it.  How,  then,  does  the  standard-bearer 
of  Democracy  stand  as  to  the  Wilmot  proviso? 
He  would  not  have  adverted  lo  this,  but  for  the 
questions  which  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  had 
put  in  relation  to  General  Taylor.  Had  General 
Taylor  not  been  a  Whig,  he  would  have  been  the 
candidate  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  the  san>e 
eulogy  this  day  pronounced  on  Mr.  Clay  would 
have  been  uttered  in  refeicnce  to  the  present  can- 
didate of  the  Demoeratic  party.  He  anticipated 
the  triumph  of  the  Whig  party  under  the  standard 
of  General  Taylor. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  Mr.  MILLER,  and  Mr.  MAN- 
GUM made  long  explanations;  when 

Mr.  BUTLER  suggested  the  inconvenience  and 
personal  injury  to  which  Senators  were  subjected 
by  sitting  here  so  many  hours  during  this  intense 
heat.  Every  one  was  exhausted;  and  he  would 
therefore  move  that  the  Senate  now  adjourn. 

The  question  was  put,  and  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative; and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  June  23,  1848. 

The  SPEAKER,  having  recovered  from  his  re- 
cent attack  of  illness,  resumed  the  duties  of  the 
chair  this  day. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  CONGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
to  which  was  referred  the  resolution  relative  lo  the 
printing  of  ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  Executive 
document  No.  fi2,  as  corrected,  being  a  report  of 
the  number  of  United  States  troops  engaged  in  the 
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war  with  Mexico,  &c.,  reported  the  following  res- 
olution, which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Raolved,  That  ^xlra  copies  of  said  document  be  not 
printed.     - 

On  motion  of  Mr.  (^BELL, 

Resoli-eil,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediciicj'of  estahlishinp  a  port  of  entry 
and  dehvery  at  Chessahowisl^,  Barton  county,  East  Florida, 
and  tliat  tliey  report  liy  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  moved  that  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
private  calendar.  This  being  objection  day,  he 
iioped  the  motion  would  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  desired  the  House  to  act  upon 
the  bill  for  the  renewal  of  the  contract  for  carrying 
the  mail  to  Richmond. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  that  the  House  receive 
reports  from  committees  for  one  hour. 

Mr.  FARAN  inquired  what  course  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  intended  to  pursue  in  relation  to 
the  business  of  the  House. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  understood  this  was  ob- 
jection day,  and  therefore,  though  he  was  desirous 
to  go  forward  with  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  it 
was  not  his  intention  to  make  a  motion  to  that 
effect  until  the  private  calendar  had  been  called 
through. 

Mr.  COBB  said  the  Committee  on  Territories 
had  determined  unanimously  to  ask  the  House  to 
take  up  the  Oregon  bill,  and  he  hoped  that  the 
House  would  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  thereon. 

A  conversation  ensued  as  to  the  position  of  that 
bill,  in  which  the  SPEAKER,  Mr.  COBB,  and 
others  participated. 

Mr.  COBB  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  with  the  avowed  intention  of  moving  to  take 
up  the  Oregon  bill. 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  if  the  House  should  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  he  should  insist  upon  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic bill  being  taken  up. 

Mr.  HUNT  gave  notice,  that  if  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  should  fail,  he  should 
move  to  call  for  reports  from  committees. 

Mr.  COBB  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his 
motion,  and  they  were  ordered,  and  resulted  as 
follows:  Yeas  74,  nays  98. 

So  the  House  refused  to  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  that  the  committees  be  called 
for  one  hour  for  the  reports  that  would  not  give  rise 
to  debate.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  HUBBARD,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  payment  of  out- 
standing; loan  office  and  final  settlement  certificates 
issued,  for  money  loaned,  or  for  services  or  sup- 
plies during  the  revolutionary  war.  Read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  resolution  to  close  all  debate  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union  on  Monday 
next,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
60  as  to  make  it  read  Monday  week  at  two  o'clock 
p.  m. 

Which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  resolution  as 
amended  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  bANIEL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of  James  C.  Watson,  of  Georgia.  Read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  CROWELL,  in  behalf  of  the  minority  of 
the  same  committee,  made  a  report  containing  the 
views  of  the  minority  on  the  petition  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  James  C.  Watson,  of  Georgia. 
Committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  with 
the  bill. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  F.  Ohl.  Read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  CROWELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Judge 
and  for  the  relief  of  Satterlee  Clarke.  Read  and 
committed. 

Also,  from  the'same  committee,  made  an  adverse 
report  on  the  petition  of  William  Armstrong.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecti- 
cut, the  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jose  Argote 
Villalobos,  Marie  Rose,  Francois  Felix,  Marquis 


de  Fougeres,  or  their  heirs  orlegal  representatives, 
was  taken  from  the  calendar  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  FLOURNOY,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Union  Bank  of 
Florida.     Read  and  committed. 

HARBOR  AND  RIVER  IMPROVEMENTS. 
Mr.  HUNT, from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
to  which  was  referred  various  memorials  for  the 
improvement  of  harbors  and  rivers,  the  message  of 
the  President  stating  his  reasons  for  not  approving 
the  "bill  to  provide  for  continuing  certain  works 
in  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," (i.  e.  the  river  and  harbor  bill,)  and  the 
memorial  of  the  Chicago  Convention  of  July  5, 
1847,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied  by  the 
following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  vests 
in  Congress  tho  power  to  appropriate  money  to  open  and 
improve  harbors,  and  remove  obstructions  from  navigable 
rivers,  in  all  cases  where  such  improvements  are  necessary 
to  the  protection  and  facility  of  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions or  the  commerce  amonj:  the  States. 

2.  Resolced,  That  the  interests  of  our  national  commerce, 
the  common  defence,  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 
States  require  a  judicious  exercise  of  the  foregoing  powers. 

3.  Renolueil,  That  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  President 
in  his  veto  message  of  December  15,  1847,  for  hisrefiisal  to 
approve  and  sign  the  bill  passed  March  3,  1847,  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors  and 
rivers,  are  deemed  insufficient  and  unsatisfactory. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  would  be  inexpedient,  and  contrary  to 
the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  to  give  the  general  con- 
sent of  Congress,  in  advance  of  legislation  by  the  States,  to 
the  imposition  of  tonnage  duties  by  the  several  .States  as  a 
means  of  improving  the  ports  and  harbors  at  which  such 
duties  may  be  levied. 

5.  Resolved,  Tlmt  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce on  the  memorial  of  the  Chicago  Convention,  respect- 
ing harbor  and  river  improvements,  the  President's  message 
of  December  15,  1847,  on  the  same  subject,  and  the  bill 
referred  to  said  committee  in  relation  to  tonnage  duties, 
with  the  minority  report  on  the  same  subject,  be  printed, 
and  that  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  directed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  printing  extra  copies  of  said  report. 

Mr.  H.  stated  that  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Simpson,]  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  would,  at  an  early  day,  sub- 
mit a  report  containing  the  views  of  the  minority  of 
that  committee  on  the  improvement  of  rivers  and 
harbors. 

Mr.  H.  moved  the  previous  question  on  the 
resolutions. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  raised  a  question  of 
order.  The  House  had  agreed  to  receive  such 
reports  and  resolutions  as  would  give  rise  to  no 
debate.  It  was  with  this  clear  understanding  that 
the  assent  of  the  House  had  been  asked  and 
obtained.  To  call  the  previous  question  on  these 
resolutions  was  a  plain,  unequivocal  violation  of 
the  general  understanding  under  which  the  House 
had  acted.  He  trusted  the  Chair  would  not  en- 
tertain the  motion  for  the  previous  question,  if 
the  Chair  considered  it,  as  he  did,  a  palpable 
violation  of  good  faith.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  knew,  as  well  as  he  did,  that  it  was  only 
with  that  understanding  that  consent  was  given. 
Ajfid  now,  by  thrusting  on  the  House  a  motion  for 
the  previous  question,  was  he  to  force  gentlemen 
on  Mr.  C.'s  side  of  the  House  to  vote  on  resolu- 
tions which  they  had  never  seen  or  considered, 
and  which  they  had  not  even  heard  but  as  read 
from  the  Clerk's  desk.' 

Mr.  McLANE  inquired  whether  Mr.  Cobb  had 
not  objected  to  these  resolutions  as  soon  as  they 
were  offered,  as  likely  to  lead  to  debate.' 

Mr.  COBB  said  he  had  risen  to  do  so,  but  before 
he  could  get  a  moment  to  state  his  objection,  the 
previous  question  was  sprung  upon  the  House. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  it  was  not  competent 
for  the  Chair  to  rule  out  a  report  regularly  made, 
as  this  had  been;  but  if  it  led  to  debate,  it  would 
go  over,  had  not  the  previous  question  been  called. 
The  question  had  frequently  been  raised,  and  as 
often  decided,  that  a  member  had  a  right  to  move 
the  previous  question  in  such  a  case,  and  the  House, 
if  it  so  pleased,  to  sustain  the  call.  Whatever 
might  be  the  personal  opinion  of  the  Chair  on  the 
motion  under  existing  circumstances,  if  it  was 
made,  the  Chair  was  bound  to  receive  it.  The 
Chair  could  recognize  no  informal  agreements  or 
understandings  among  the  members  of  the  House. 

After  some  further  remarks  on  the  question  of 
order  by  Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama- 
Mr.  COBB  took  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair,  and  he  again  stated  his  point  of  order. 

The  CHAIR  repeated  its  decision,  and  the  ques- 
tion was  about  to  be  taken  on  sustaining  the  Chair; 
when — 


Mr.  SIMS  reminded  the  Chair  that  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  had  not  called  the  previous 
question  on  all  the  resolutions  he  had  reported,  but 
had  excepted  some.  Those  excepted  by  him,  Mr. 
S.  desired  to  debate. 

Mr.  HUNT  said  he  had  at  first  moved  the  pre- 
vious question  on  all  the  resolutions,  but  had  after- 
wards been  requested  to  except  one,  to  which  he 
said  he  would  not  object. 

Tlie  CHAIR,  on  "this  statement  of  fact,  ruled 
that  the  resolutions,  giving  rise  to  debate,  must  lie 
over. 

So  the  resoluions  lie  over  for  debate. 

Mr.  GREGOPcY,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H. 
Bates  and  William  Lacon.    Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the 
same  committee,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William-Milford.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  GRINNELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register 
to  the  schooner  James,  which  was  read  twice,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed;  and,  being  engrossed, 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  concurrence. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was 
referred  House  bill  to  transfer  the  towns  of  Vinal- 
haven,  North  Haven,  and  Isleboro',  from  the  col- 
lection district  of  Penobscot  to  that  of  Belfast,  in 
the  State  of  Maine,  reported  the  same  back  to  the 
House,  without  amendment,  and  it  was  left  on  the 
Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  were  referred  various  memo- 
rials and  petitions  on  the  subject,  made  a  report  on 
the  reduction  and  graduation  of  the  price  of  the 
public  lands.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  said ,  when  he  should  have 
an  opportunity  to  examine  the  majority  report  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  he  might  deem  it 
proper  to  submit  a  report,  if  time  should  allow, 
dissenting  from  that  of  the  majority.  If  the  report 
made  was  adverse  to  graduation,  of  course  his  con- 
victions would  not  allow  him  to  approve  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  Printing  were  directed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  printing  10,000  extra  copies 
of  Mr.  Collamer's  report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COLLAMER,  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands  were  discharged  from  the 
resolution  in  relation  to  amending  the  9th  section 
of  the  act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional 
military  force,  and  for  other  purposes;  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  13ih  March  last  in  relation  to 
receiving  military  bounty  land  warrants  in  pay- 
ment for  lands  by  persons  holding  preemption 
rights;  and  a  resolution  of  same  date  for  receiving 
bounty  land  warrants  in  payment  of  preemption 
claims  on  the  Miami  lands.  Also,  from  the  joint 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana,  in  relation 
to  the  postponement  of  the  sales  of  the  Miami  re- 
serve lands,  and  from  various  joint  resolutions  of 
the  same  Legislature  in  relation  to  the  reduction  of 
the  price  of  the  public  lands;  in  relalion  to  bounty 
land  warrants;  in  relation  to  the  location  of  bounty 
land  warrants;  in  relation  to  the  location  of  bounty 
land  warrants  on  the  Miami  reserve  lands;  in  rela- 
tion to  the  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  Miami 
reserve  lands  to  §1  25  per  acre;  in  relation  to  vol- 
unteers who  have  settled  on  the  Miami  lands;  from 
the  petition  of  citizens  for  the  postponement  of  sale 
of  Miami  lands;  from  the  petition  of  Protestant 
University  for  a  donation  of  land;  and  they  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  supplemental  to  an 
act  entitled  "  An  act  to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  and  to  grant  preiimp- 
tion  rights."     Read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  a  report  on  the 
subject  of  the  resolution  of  the  9th  of  March  last, 
in  relation  to  repealing  and  amending  the  laws 
relating  to  the  public  lands.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bill  grantina;  to  the  State  of  Illinois 
the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of  public  land  for 
making  a  railroad  connecting  the  Upper  and  Lower 
Mississippi  with  the  chain  of  the  northern  lakes  at 
Chicago,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House 
without  amendment,  and  the  bill  was  letY  on  the 
Speaker's  table.  .,,^„     ,     ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COLLAMER,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  was  discharged  from  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Logislftture  of  Kentucky,  concerning 
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the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  and  also 
resohuions  relative  to  Whitney's  plan  of  a  railroad 
from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Pacific;  and  they  were 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  also,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  of  the  House  to 
g:rant  preemption  rights  for  certain  islantls  in  the 
Great  Miami  Reserve,  reported  the  same  back  to 
the  House  without  amendment. 

The  bill  having  been  previously  read  twice,  the 
question  was  slated  on  the  passage  of  the  bill; 
■when — 

Mr.  SAWYER  objecting,  the  bill  was  laid  over. 

Air.  EVANS,  of  jVlaryland,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  granting  a  half  section  of 
land  for  the  use  of  schools  within  fractional  town- 
ship nineteen  south,  of  range  eighteen  west,  in  the 
county  of  Lowndes,  State  of  Mississippi. 

The  bill  was  read  twice;  wiien — 

Mr.  FEATHER3T0N  moved  to  strike  out  the 
second  section;  which  giving  rise  to  debate,  the 
bill  was  laid  over. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  same 
committee,  to  which  was  referred  a  joint  resolution 
relating  to  errors  anil  defective  returns  in  certain 
surveys,  plat.-?,  and  field-notes,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment.     Committed. 

Also,  fiom  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bill  respecting  certain  surveys  in 
the  State  of  Florida,  reported  the  same  back  to  the 
House  with  an  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  further  to 
amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  reduce  the  rates 
of  postage,  to  limit  the  use  and  correct  the  abuse 
of  the  f.iinking  privilege,  and  for  the  prevention 
of  frauds  on  the  revenues  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment," approved  3d  of  March,  1845,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

This  bill  provides  a  uniform  system  of  postage 
of  five  cents  on  all  letters  not  exceeding  half  an 
ounce  in  weight  for  all  distances.  It  was  read  and 
committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EMBREE,  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  was  dischaj-ged 
from  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Jackson  county, 
Florida,  for  the  release  of  judgment  in  favor  of  the 
United  States  against  the  estate  of  Charles  Ma- 
thews and  Isaac  L.  Battle,  deceased;  and  the  same 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  JudifMary,  reported  a  liill  concerning 
the  taking  of  official  oaths  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

This  bill  was  read  three  times  and  passed. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  last  named  bill 
was  passed.     The  motion  to  reconsider  lays  over. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  al.so,  from  the  same 
comniitlee,  reported  a  bill  for  giving  full  effect  to 
treaties  of  extradition. 

The  bill  was  rendafirst  and  second  time,  when — 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  asked  the  indulgence 
of  the  House  for  a  few  moments  while  he  slated 
the  object  of  this  bill,  and  then  he  hoped  it  would 
ba  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to  put  it  upon  its 
passage.  It  was  known  to  the  House,  that  by 
treaty  stipulations  made  with  more  than  one  Gov- 
ernment of  Europe,  we  were  bound  to  deliver  up 
fugitives  who  have  fled  from  ju.stice  on  the  com- 
mission of  t;rime.  Ca.ses  were  familiar  to  every- 
body which  showed  that  it  was  necessary  to  en- 
large th?  fiirilities  to  comply  with  our  obligations. 
It  often  happened  that  an  individual  came  to  this 
country  where  the  crime  was  obvious,  and  the  ap- 
plication for  the  fugitive  regular;  but  there  were 
no  Kucii  offic.er.s  in  the  part  of  the  country  where 
the  fugitive  was  fo\uid  a.s  were  authorized  or  were 
willing  to  take  on  themselves  the  burden  and 
weighty  responsibility  of  issuing  a  warrant  to  arrest 
and  to  take  the  |)relmiinary  proceedings  towards 
handing  over  the  individual  to  the  properly  autho- 
rized officer.  The  object  of  this  bill  was  to  appoint 
officers  find  to  authorize  others  to  curry  e)ut  the 
provisions  of  the  treaties  with  Fiance  and  lingland, 
ul  all  times,  without  delay  and  the  danger  ofn  de- 
nial of  ju.stice.  It  provided  for  the  appointment  of 
commisfioners,  or  authorized  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  Hppoi/it  commissioners  to  take  the 
preliminary  steps,  and  to  procure  the  authority  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  treaties  give 


authority  to  deliver  up  fugitives  to  foreign  coun- 
tries, for  the  accomplishment  of  the  desired  object. 
If  the  House  would  [)ass  this  bill,  it  would  lie  to 
the  Government  a  matter  of  gratification.  The 
Secretary  of  State  desired  it  to  pass.  He  had  had 
a  correspondence  with  the  charge  of  the  British 
Government  on  the  subject,  and  he  desired  it  to 
pass;  and  by  Canada  and  France  the  passage  of 
this  bill  would  be  looked  upon  as  an  act  of  great 
propriety. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  POLLOCK,  from  the  select  committee  to 
whom  were  referred  the  various  memorials,  &c., 
on  the  project  of  a  railroad  from  Lake  Michigan  to 
the  Pacific  on  the  plan  of  A.  Whitney,  made  a  re- 
port to  accompany  the  bill  he  reported  some  time 
since.     Laid  on  the  table. 

The  hour  allotted  to  reports  from  committees 
having  expired — 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL, 
of  Connecticut,  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  private  calendar,  (Mr.  Haral- 
son, of  Georgia,  in  the  chair,)  and,  after  devotitig 
some  time  to  the  consideration  thereof — 

Mr.  MORRIS  moved  that  the  cominittee  rise; 
and,  on  a  division  being  had,  a  quorum  did  not 
vote. 

The  roll  was  called  in  compliance  with  the  rule; 
and  then  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
to  incorporate  the  Washington  Gas-light  Compa- 
ny, with  an  amendment;  and  bills  for  the  relief  of 
Dr.  Adolphus  Wislizenus,  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam Parker,  and  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Barney, 
United  States  agent,  severally,  without  amendment; 
and  that,  on  a  division  of  the  committee  on  a  mo- 
tion that  the  committee  rise,  a  quorum  did  not 
vote;  and  the  roll  was  accordingly  called,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  rule. 

A  quorum  having  appeared,  the  committee  re- 
sumed its  session. 

The  question  was  again  stated  on  the  motion 
that  the  committee  rise,  and  there  were  ayes  71, 
noes  68. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose. 

The  Plouse  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  bills 
just  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
when  the  said  bills  were  severally  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and,  being  engrossed,  were  read  a  third 
time  and  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
currence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARALSON, 

Resoloeil,  That  the  Coiiiniittte  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  what  further  leeislation  may  be  neces- 
sary more  efti^ctually  to  provide  against  the  frauds  practised 
upon  tlie  soldiersof  the  Mexican  war,  and  to  secure  to  tliein 
llie  land  vvarrantii  or  treasury  scrip  to  which  they  are  enti- 
tled for  their  services;  and  that  said  comuiittee  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KAUFMAN,  the  House 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  business  on 
the  Speaker's  table. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
io v/ing  communications: 

A  letter  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  statements  of  the  accounts  which 
have  remained  due  more  than  three  years  prior  to 
the  ]si  of  July,  1847.     Laid  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  trans- 
mitting, in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
May  29,  1848,  a  statement  showing  the  number 
of  persons  of  all  descriptions  employed  in  the  naval 
and  marine  service  on  the  13th  of  May,  184G,  and 
the  number  who  have  entered  said  service  since  that 
period.     Laid  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Cominittee  of  Arrangements 
of  the  Washington  National  Monument  Associa- 
tion, mvitingtiie  Speaker,  members, and  officers  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  be  present  at  the 
ceremony  of  laying  the  corner-stone  of  the  Wash- 
ington Monument  on  the  4th  day  of  July  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecti- 
cut, the  said  invitation  was  accepted. 

The  following  Senate  bills  were  taken  up,  read, 
and  appropriately  referred: 

A  bill  to  divide  the  district  of  Arkansas  into  two 
judicial  districts. 

A  bill  concerning  testimony. 

A  bill  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  terins  of 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  in  the  district 
of  Maine. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Society  for  the  Reform- 
ation of  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the  City  of  New 
York. 


A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  personal  representa- 
tives of  William  A.  Slacum. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  autliorizing 
the  presentation  to  the  Government  of  France  of  a 
series  of  the  standard  weigl^sand  measures  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 
No  motion  to  commit  beiltg  made — 

The  question  was  stated,  Shall  the  joint  resolu- 
tion pass  ? 

Mr.  BOWLIN  moved  that  the  said  joint  resolu- 
tion be  laid  on  the  table.     Rejected. 

The  joint  resolution  was  then  rea-d  the  third 
time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

SOUTHERN  MAIL, 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  providing  for 
the  restoration  of  the  southern  inail  to  the  railroad 
and  steamboat  line,  having  been  reported  to  the 
House  by  the  Speaker,  and  the  question  being  on 
a  motion  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads — 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
said  he  hoped  no  obstacle  would  be  thrown  in  the 
way  of  the  passage  of  the  joint  resolution,  which 
was  the  same  he  had  introduced  in  the  early  part 
of  the  session,  and  which  had  for  its  object  the 
arrangement  also  contemplated  by  the  resolution, 
of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Botts,]  then  introduced. 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  however,  [Mr. 
JoNEsJ  had  aaid  yesterday  it  was  his  intention  to 
move  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table,  and  Mr.  G.  there- 
fore hoped  he  should  be  permitted  to  make  some 
explanation  of  its  provisions. 

The  measure  (said  Mr.  G.)  now  comes  before  us, 
not  only  recommended  by  its  own  intrinsic  merits, 
as  it  diii  when  first  introduced,  but  also  by  a  vole  of 
the  Senate,  which  had  passed  it,  after  a  full  and 
free  discussion.  With  all  the  experience  of  this 
now  by  no  means  short  session,  during  which  the 
present  wretched  mail  arrangement  has  been  suf- 
fered to  continue — with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  the 
facts — that  body  had  taken  up  this  subject,  and 
have  thrown  off  all  the  tramiriels  of  parly  or  of 
prejudice,  and  had  resolved  that  the  people  should 
have  those  accommodations  in  the  way  of  mail 
facilities  which  they  now  asked  should  be  given 
them  by  this  House  also. 

Mr.  G.  said  the  vote  of  the  Senate  clearly  showed 
that  this  measure  had  not  been  pressed  or  adopted 
as  a  sectional  or  a  party  one.  Men  of  all  parties, 
and  from  every  portion  of  the  Union,  hacl  given 
their  support  to  it.  He  should  not  urge  the  meas- 
ure as  one  in  which  Virginia  alone  was  concerned, 
nor  as  one  which  challenged  the  respect  only  of 
southern  members.  It  was  a  measure  in  which 
the  North  as  well  as  the  South — Pennsylvania  as 
well  as  Virginia,  New  York  as  well  as  South  Car- 
oFJna — the  whole  East,  West,  North,  and  South 
were  concerned.  This  great  mail  line  supplied,  as 
was  wtll  known,  all  the  lateral  lines  on  the  sea- 
board, and  extended  its  branches  even  to  and  be- 
yond the  mountains.  Just  as  this  mail  line,  then, 
was  affected  by  a  delay  of  any  length  of  time,  so 
were  affected  many  other  routes,  in  all  portions  of 
the  country.  He  trusted,  then,  he  should  have 
the  aid  of  all  on  that  floor  who  felt  an  interest  in 
the  speedy  transmission  of  intelligence  to  every 
portion  of  the  Union;  and  he  appealed  to  both  sides 
of  the  House  to  unite  and  ratify  what  the  Senate 
had  asked  them  by  its  vote  to  do.  Certainly,  he 
shoiild  not  attempt  to  cast  any  imputatiops  of  a 
dereliction  of  duly  on  the  part  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  of  whom  he  would  say,  and  he  took  pleas- 
ure in  doing  so,  that  he  had  no  doubt  his  course 
was  influenced  by  the  convictions  of  duty;  and 
(said  Mr.  G.)  that  officer,  in  all  my  intercourse 
with  him  during  this  session,  in  his  official  char- 
acter, has  certainly  made  no  unfavorable  irnpres- 
sion  on  me,  however  he  (Mr.  G.)  might  differ,  as 
he  often  did  difler  with  hitn,  in  his  views.  He 
believed  he  was  actuated  by  honest  but  by  mista- 
ken notions  of  his  duty  and  of  the  law  he  was 
called  on  to  administer. 

The  object  of  this  bill  is  simply  to  restore  (said 
Mr.  G.)  the  mail  to  the  railroad  and  steamboat 
line  from  this  to  the  cily  of  Richmond,  by  which 
it  was  sent,  until  December  last,  a  distance  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty  miles  in  nine  hours  for  532,252 
per  annum.  It  is  now  .sent  from  Washington  to 
Baltimore,  in  the  first  place,  where  it  lies  about 
seventeen  hours;  it  is  tlien  sent  down  the  bay  to 
HaiTipton  Roads,  where  it  is  transhipped  to  two 
other  vessels,  and  sent  up  the  rivers  (the  James 
and  the  Appomattox)  to  Richmond  and  Petersburg, 
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a  distance  from  Baltimore  of  three  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  more;  making  in  the  whole  circuit  near 
four  hundred  miles,  at  a  cost  of  ^4,000,  in  about 
thirty  hours!  This  cost,  too,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  is 
exclusive  of  the  supply  of  the  local  mail  in  the 
neighborhood  and  along  the  line  of  the  railroad, 
which  is  now  effected  by  means  of  two-horse  carts, 
{my  colleague,  Mr.  Botts,  says  one-horse,)  at  a 
corst  to  the  department  of  ^13,000  more,  from 
Washington  to  Richmond,  in  Virginia,  in  some 
twenty -thi-ee  hours,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  miles.  In  addition  to  all  this  increase  of 
cost,  as  is  now  shown,  though  Mr.  Johnson  had 
told  them  tliat  by  this  very  safe,  wise,  rapid,  and 
•econumical  arrangement,  he  would  be  able  to  save 
to  the  department  a  large  sum,  ($575  48 !)  it  turns 
out  that  he  has  been  compelled  to  add  other  ser- 
vtce,  which  has  cost  him  the  further  sum  of  $1,950 
for  the  supply  of  the  local  mail  from  Richmond  to 
Petersburg,  besides  the  necessity  which  exists  for 
the  supply  of  other  parts  of  the  route  at  its  termini, 
and  for  the  delivery  of  the  mail  at  intermediate 
points  not  estimated  at  all,  amounting  in  all  to 
|i49,407  50.  Thepresentarrangement, then, clearly 
subjected  the  mail  to  a  most  oppressive,  ruinous, 
and  unnecessary  delay,  and  the  department  also 
■to  a  large  increased  cost  for  its  transportation. 
This  should  not  be  tolerated,  whatever  of  personal 
feeling  may  have  been  suffered  to  spring  up  be- 
tween the  Postmaster  General  and  others  connected 
with  this  most  unfortunate  controversy.  Mr.  G. 
eaid  he  hoped  that  the  members  of  this  House 
.would  act  at  once  from  their  own  convictions  of 
right,  regardless  of  either  the  wishes  of  the  depart- 
ment, the  railroad  company,  or  of  individuals  and 
members  of  other  companief^  who  hang  around 
this  Hall,  with  the  view,  as  he  supposed,  of  influ- 
encing the  legislation  of  the  country,  because  they 
happened  to  be  interested  to  the  extent  of  a  few 
■dollars  u>ider  some  contract  or  sub-contract  con- 
nected with  this  subject.  If  such  persons  should 
have  any  claims  for  damages  on  account  of  the 
recision  of  the  existing  contracts — which,  how- 
ever, he  by  no  means  admitted  they  would  have — 
yet  should  they  establish  them  under  other  and 
different  proceedings,  by  exhibiting  their  claims 
and  fairly  referring  them  to  a  committee  for  a  re- 
port, he  (Mr.  G.)  should  feel  inclined  to  listen  to 
them;  but  this  bill  was  no  place  for  the  insertion 
of  such  amendments,  by  which  the  bill  would  be 
embarrassed  and  probably  defeated.  At  all  events, 
if  such  provision  was  made  in  the  bill,  which  has 
but  a  single  object  in  view,  (the  speedy  restoration 
of  the  mail  to  the  proper  line,)  he  (Mr.  G.)  should 
feel  himself  free  to  vote  against  the  whole  bill  with 
such  amendments  in  it. 

Mr.  G.  said,  as  many  gentlemen  now  present 
were  not  in  the  Flouse  when  this  subject  was  up 
for  its  consideration  in  the  early  part  of  the  ses- 
sion, he  would  state  more  fully  the  points  on  which  it 
rested.  The  mail  (said  Mr.  G.)  since  the  year  1843, 
had  been  carried  from  this  place  to  Richmond,  one 
hundred  and  thirty  miles,  by  railroads  and  .eteam- 
boats,  for  $12,752  for  the  steamboat  part  of  it,  on 
the  Potomac,  a  distance  of  fifty-four  miles,  and  on 
the  remainder  of  the  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles 
by  the  railroad,  for  $19,500;  making  in  the  whole 
$32,252,  as  he  had  already  stated.  This  sum  was 
paid  the  steamboat  and  railroad  for  the  service, 
under  the  sanction  of  the  law,  which  he  would 
send  to  the  Clerk  to  read,  passed  in  1842,  by 
which  the  Postmaster  General,  then  Mr.  Wick- 
liffe,  he  believed,  was  authorized  to  extend  the 
contract  with  the  steamboat  company  for  carry- 
ing the  mail  on  the  Potomac  on  the  terms  be- 
fore existing,  the  company  agreeing  to  furnish  at 
least  two  ice-boats  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
open  the  navigation  of  the  river  at  all  times,  by 
which  the  mail  should  be  sent  forward  without 
delay,  as  had  not  been  the  case  before.  Mr.  G. 
said  the  company  were,  it  would  be  seen,  under 
the  necessity  of  providing,  not  one,  but  at  least 
two  of  these  boats,  which  cost  them  a  vast  deal  of 
their  earnings,  if  not  more  than  their  mail  pay. 
This  law  which  he  was  about  to  have  read,  the 
action  of  Congress  on  the  subject,  and  the  requisi- 
tion of  ice-boats,  showed  most  clearly  that  both 
Congress  and  the  Postmaster  General  regarded  the 
navigation  of  the  Potomac  by  mail-boats  as  enti- 
tled to  that  protection  which  it  received.  There 
is,  in  fact,  no  river  in  the  United  Slates  on  any 
important  mail  line  where,  from  its  particular 
locality,  it  is  so  subjected  to  interruptions  from  ice, 
which  can  be  overcome,  as  it  is  in  this  case,  by 


proper  exertion.  Not  so  at  the  North;  for  there, 
when  a  freeze  once  comes  on,  the  navigation  is 
closed  for  the  season.  Nor  so  at  the  South;  for 
there  the  freezes,  if  any  at  all,  are  so  slight  that  an 
ordinary  boat  can  overcome  them.  Hence  it  was 
apparent  why  the  carrying  of  the  mail  on  this  river 
(which  was  the  route  for  but  few  passengers  com- 
paratively, by-the-by,  who  aided  in  remunerating 
mail  companies  sometimes)  had  required  some 
special  legislation,  as  it  had  done  before  and  now 
did.  [Mr.  G.  here  sent  to  the  Clerk  the  law, 
which  was  read  to  the  House.] 

As  to  the  railroad  part  of  the  route,  (Mr.  G. 
said,)  it  was  well  known  that  the  mail  carried  by 
it  was  one  of  the  largest  in  the  Union — the  route 
in  all  respects,  as  a  mail  route,  one  of  the  first  im- 
portance. Like  the  steamboat  route,  it  could  not 
subsist  by  the  receipts  it  derived  from  passengers 
alone;  it  had  been  established  with  a  view  to  the 
facilities  it  had  afFoided,  and  was  always  now 
ready  to  give,  in  the  speedy  transmission  of  the 
great  mail  south.  Its  friends  had  invested  their 
funds  in  it  with  the  assurance  that  it  was  to  be 
used  as  a  mail  agent;  it  had  been  so  employed  for 
years,  and  the  Posttmaster  General  informs  us  that 
the  service  had  been  satisfactory.  Some  difficulty 
arising,  however,  in  1842  or  1843,  abou^t  the  terms 
on  which  the  mail  was  to  be  carried,  it  was  finally 
submitted  by  the  Postmaster  General  to  the  de- 
cision of  tlie  then  President  of  the  United  States, 
(Mr.  Tyler,)  who  awarded  to  the  company,  as 
but  a  fair  compensation  for  increased  speed,  ac- 
commodations, and  other  advantages,  the  sum  of 
$260  per  mile:  thus  making  in  the  whole  to  the 
railroad  and  steamboat  company  the  aggregate 
sum  already  stated  of  $32,250,  which,  under  the 
law,  under  the  award  of  Mr.  Tyler,  under  the 
sanction  of  Mr.  Wickliffe,  as  well  as  under  the 
sanction  of  the  present  Postmaster  General,  Mr. 
Johnson,  (who  has  continued  to  pay  it,)  the  com- 
panies continued  to  receive  down  to  the  month  of 
December  last.  They  now  ask  no  more;  in  fi\ct, 
they  ask  nothing,  but  are  willing  to  carry  the  mail 
on  the  same  terms  as  heretofore,  in  order  that  the 
public  may  be  served,  the  department  enabled  to 
do  its  duly,  and  the  company  absolved  from  all 
censure  in  regard  to  the  whole  matter. 

The  Postmaster  General,  however,  no  doubt 
honestly  thinks  (said  Mr.  G.)  that  he  is  not  autho- 
rized to  give  the  sums  heretofore  paid.  Strange, 
indeed,  that  all  others  should  be  wrong,  and  he 
alone  should  be  right  I  The  grounds  on  which  his 
objection  rested  was  the  peculiar  phraseology  of 
the  law  itself,  which  the  Postmaster  General  thmks 
limits  his  discretion  and  limits  the  pay  to  all  roads 
of  the  first  class  to  $237  50  per  mile.  Let  us  see 
(said  Mr.  G.)  what  the  law  is,  and  then  let  the 
House  decide  the  matter  for  itself.  He  then  read 
the  act  of  7th  July,  1838,  declaring  every  railroad 
in  the  United  States  a  post  route,  and  which  de- 
clares that  "the  Postmaster  General  shall  cause 
'  the  mail  to  be  transported  thereon,  provided  he 
'  can  have  it  done  upon  reasonable  terms,  and  not 
'paying  therefor,  in  any  instance,  more  than  25 
'per  cent,  over  and  above  \vha.t  similar  transporla- 
'  lion  would  cost  in  post  coaches." 

This  act  (said  Mr.  G.)  then  fixes  the  compen- 
sation at  25  per  cent,  over  and  above  what  similar 
transportation  would  cost  in  post-coaches.  Now, 
(said  Mr.  G.)  let  us  see  how  this  case  would  stand 
tried  by  this  law.  The  only  bid,  he  believed,  offered 
for  carrying  the  whole  southern  mail  in  four-horse 
post-coaches,  on  the  route  from  Washington  to 
Richmond,  when  proposals  were  lately  invited, 
was  $28,000;  that  is,  this  '^ similar  transportation^' 
between  the  same  points  was  offered  to  be  done 
for  this  sum.  Now,  add  25  per  cent,  to  this,  which 
would  be  $7,000,  and  it  would  give  us  the  sum  of 
$35,000,  to  which  the  company  would  be  entitled, 
instead  of  $32,252,  which  it  offers  to  take,  and  has 
repeatedly  taken. 

But  (said  Mr.  G.)  let  us  look  at  the  law  of  the 
next  year.  The  law  of  the  25th  January,  1839, 
declares  that  the  Postmaster  General  shall  not, 
"  by  virtue  of  the  act  of  1838,  pay  more  to  any 
'  railroad  company  in  the  United  States  for  the 
'  conveyance  of  one  or  more  daily  mails  than  $3(10 
'  per  mile  per  annum !"  Here,  then,  (said  Mr.G.,) 
though  the  Postmaster  General  has  refused  to  pay 
these  companies  what  they  have  heretofore  had 
for  their  services,  (which  is  but  $260  per  mile. /or 
a  part  of  their  route,)  he  might  have  clearly  paid 
them  $300  per  mile,  an  the  law  itself  abund.inlly 
shows.     And  this  (said  Mr.  G.)  is  the  law  as  il 


now  is,  subject  to  the  act  of  1845,  to  which   he 
would  presently  refer. 

The  Postmaster  General,  with  these  laws  before 
him,  with  the  acquiescence  of  liis  predecessor  and 
the  approbation  of  Congress  stamped  on  it,  has, 
however,  thought  proper  to  put  himself  on  a  most 
singular  decision,  growing  out  of  the  action  of  the 
department  in  settling  the  meaning  of  the  words 
"similar  transportation."  It  has  been  there  deter- 
mined to  take  the  coach  service,  performed  on  the 
Cumberland  road,  for  which  is  paid  $190  per  mile, 
as  the  basis,  and  it  so  happens  that  25  per  cent,  on 
this  sum  makes  the  sum  of  $237  50  per  mile,  which 
he  determines  shall  be  the  compensation  in  future 
for  all  railroads  of  ihat  class  carrying  a  daily  mail. 
This  Mr.  G.  thought,  indeed,  a  most  singular  de- 
cision, by  which,  when  the  law  says  you  may 
pay  $300,  the  Postmaster  General  says  it  means 
$237  50.*  But  if  by  the  words  "similar  trans- 
portation", it  is  meant  to  refer  a  case  in  one  part  of 
the  Union  to  what  may  have  been  the  cost  of  a 
route  in  another,  our  legislators  must  have  been 
blind  to  all  experience,  and  to  all  the  history  of 
mail  contracts.  A  thousand  reasons,  indeed,  might 
operate  to  make  the  coach  service  higher  at  one 
place  than  another.  Is  it  reasonalile,  then,  (said 
Mr,  G.,)  to  take  one  as  a  guide  for  another?  A 
coach  with  the  mail  in  one  place  may  be  permitted  to 
travel  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  an  hour  only,  while 
at  another  it  may  be  required  to  ru)i  at  the  rate 
of  eight  miles  in  the  same  time.  One  may  carry 
a  part  only  of  the  mail,  Vi/hile  the  other,  in  a  dif- 
ferent section,  for  proper  reasons,  may  be  required 
to  carry  all  the  mail  going  to  a  particular  portion  of 
the  Union.  A  stage-coach  may  be  required  to 
carry  passengers  by  the  department  in  one  portion 
of  the  country,  but  not  in  another;  and  such  a 
coach  may  in  one  place  be  required  to  deliver  its 
mails  in  the  night  time,  and  to  travel  in-  the  night 
time  also,  while  in  another  part  both  are  done  in 
the  day  time.  All  these  and  other  causes  may 
operate  against  any  general  rule  of  this  sort,  settling 
the  amount  to  be  paid  in  this  place  by  ascertaining 
what  is  paid  in  another.  Here,  however,  we  have 
no  necessity  for  resorting  to  such  a  rule,  for  the 
offer  made  shows  that  ^^  similar  transportation"  of 
the  mail  between  the  proper  points  at  $28,000, 
which  was  offered,  would  justly  entitle  these  com- 
panies to  the  sum  of  $35,000,  when  it  is  proposed 
only  to  give  them  $32,252. 

The  Postmaster  General,  in  carrying  out  his 
rule,  has  also  settled  that  steamboat  service  is 
worth  twelve-and-a-half  per  cent,  less  than  rail- 
road, and  he  accordingly  reduces  this  portion  of 
the  route  even  below  what  he  is  willing  to  pay  the 
road;  and  this,  too,  with  the  facts  before  him  in 
regard  to  the  navie;ation  of  the  Potomac,  to  wliich 
he  had  already  referred. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  only  wished  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  law,  and  he  should  be  perfect- 
ly willing  to  rest  this  matter  where  the  law  itself 
placed  it.  The  act  of  1845,  to  which  he  had  refer- 
red, declared  that  the  Postmaster  General  should 
arrange  the  railroads,  "  including  those  in  which 
'  the  service  is  partly  by  railroad  and  partly  by  steam- 
'  boat,  into  three  classes,  according  to  the  size  of 
'  the  mails,  the  speed  with  which  they  are  con- 
'  veyad,  and  the  importance  of  the  service."  * 

*  *  *  (<  Provided,  he  shall  not  pay  a  higher 
'  rate  of  compensation  than  is  now  allowed  by  law 
'  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail  on  any  railroad  of 
'  the  first  class."  The  law,  then,  makes  no  dis- 
tinction between  routes  where  the  service  is  all  by 
railroad  or  "is  partly  by  railroad  and  partly  by  steam- 
boat.'" In  either  case  he  might  pay  $300  per  mile 
for  the  whole  distance.  He^  however,  declares  he 
can  pay  $237  50  for  the  railroad  only,  and  25  per 
cent,  less  for  the  steamboat.  These  companies, 
however, ask  not  that  the  maximum  by  any  means 
be  given  them:  they  ask  only  what  has  heretofore 
been  settled  as  due  them;  and  although,  under  the 
law,  they  could  justly  claim  that  the  sieanil>oat  route 
should  be  paid  as  much  as  the  railroad,  they  do 
not  now  nor  have  they  ever  asked  it,  within  Mr. 
G. 's  knowledge. 

Air.  G.  said  one  of  the  great  dilliculhcs  in  the 
way  of  some  gentlemen,  when  this  subject  was 
before  up  for  consideration,  and  particularly  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  not  now  in  his 
seat,  [Mr.  Rut.tt,]  was,  that  the  bay  company 
could  claim  damages  of  the  department  for  a  recis- 
ion of  ihoir  contract  by  Congress  as  contemplated 
by  this  resolution.  Mr.  G.  said  he  denied  ther%» 
was  any  contract  at  all  with  any  company  on  the 
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bay.  A  paper  had  been  prepared  to  be  execuled, 
but  it  never  had  been,  and,  if  Mr.  G.  understood 
the  law,  the  company  had  forfeited  all  right  under 
it  by  failing  to  enter  into  the  contract  as  required 
by  the  department  and  by  tlie  law,  and  were  them- 
eelves  liable  for  damages.  Be  that  as  it  may,  how- 
ever, Mr.  G.  should  contend,  even  if  the  contract 
had  been  signed,  the  department  had  no  right  to 
make  it,  as  it  is  proposed,  for  the  paper  on  its  face 
showed  it  was  meant  to  be  irrevocable,  while  t]ie 
law  and  all  the  regulations  of  the  department  looked 
to  the  revocation  of  its  contracts  for  carrying  the 
mail  whenever  the  public  interest  required  it.  If, 
therefore,  the  Postmaster  General  had  gone  beyond 
liis  duty  and  the  law,  he  alone  was  liable,  and  he 
alone  could  be  looked  to.  Congress  sat  here  not 
to  declare  how  a  pretended  contract  of  his  might 
operate  on  individual  rishts.  If,  however,  there 
had  been  anything  in  this  objection,  it  hhd  been 
obviated  by  the  express  disclaimer  of  all  damages 
by  those,  most  interested  in  the  contract,  as  shown 
by  the  letter  he  would  now  ask  the  Clerk  to 
read. 

Here  Mr.  G.  sent  to  the  table  to  be  read  a  letter 
from  Mr.  N.  Falls,  agent  of  the  bay  line,  saying 
that,  although  they  had  been  put  to  ex|>ense,  &c., 
if  the  mail  could  now  be  transferred  from  ihem  to  the 
railroad,  that  company  would  claim  nothing  for 
damages.  He  said  he  was  well  aware  he  should 
be  answered  that  the  railroad  company  had  bought 
out  the  bay  line,  and  that  it  was  done  in  order  to 
thwart  the  Postmaster  General;  yet  (said  Mr.  G.) 
such  is  not  the  case.  The  railroad  company,  as  he 
was  informed,  had  no  interest  in  the  bay  company, 
but  an  individual  of  that  company  had;  and,  no 
doubt,  in  making  the  purchase,  he  had  looked  in 
some  degree  to  tlie  interests  of  the  railroad,  and  to 
get  the  mail  back  on  the  latter  was  only  so  far  of  im- 
portance as  it  regarded  the  travel,  to  accommodate 
which  they  were  now  subjected  to  many  difficulties 
by  the  present  mail  arrangements. 

In  regard  to  the  local  mail,  that  which  supplied 
the  district  of  his  colleague  [Mr.  Beale]  near  him, 
and  other  parts  of  the  route  from  here  to  Rich- 
mond, that  (said  Mr.  G.)  is  already  provided  for 
in  the  contract  itself,  which  provides,  in  case  the 
contract  shall  be  taken  from  them,  that  the  con- 
tractors shall  have  one  month's  extra  pay,  no  more; 
and  this  was  the  stipulation  in  regard  to  all  con- 
tracts, except  the  very  formal  one  to  which  he  had 
alluded,  and  which  had  been  so  specially  excepted 
by  the  Postmaster  General.  He  hoped,  then,  gen- 
tlemen would  no  longer  doubt  as  to  the  course  they 
should  pursue,  and  he  called  on  them  from  all  sides 
to  lend  a  helping  hand  in  setting  to  rights  this  sin- 
gular freak  of  the  Po.stmaster  General.  Mr.  G. 
said  gentlemen  could  not,  he  was  sure,  hesitate,  if 
they  would  but  look  at  the  difficulties  attending  the 
bay  route,  so  called.  He  then  read  from  a  report 
the  number  of  failures  from  Baltimore  south,  and 
from  Petersburg  north,  on  this  bay  line,  in  Decem- 
ber and  January  last,  and  they  seemed  (said  Mr. 
G.)  to  have  increased  rather  than  diminished.  Op- 
posite to  all  these  failures  (9,  10,  12,  &c.,  in  the 
space  of  a  few  days)  was  the  reason  given:  "  Fog;" 
"  fog;"  "  fog;"  "  heavy  fog;"  or  "  heal  aground," 
in  James  or  Appomattox  rivers,  &c.  These  acci- 
dents (said  Mr.G.)  might  occur  and  did  occur  else- 
where sometimes;  no  doubt  they  had  on  the  Po- 
tomac: but  they  were  l»ss  likely  to  occur  there 
than  in  the  bay.  One,  in  fact,  was  but  a  distance 
of  fifty  or  sixty  miles  by  water,  the  other  some 
three  hundred  and  fifty;  most  of  the  one  was  by 
railroad,  all  the  other  was  by  steamboat  from  Balti- 
more. 

Mr.  G.  said,  however,  as  it  was  late,  and  the 
weather  excessively  hot;  as  all  were  doubtless 
wearied,  and,  in  fact,  almost  exhausted  by  the  pro- 
tracted sitting,  he  should  close  what  he  had  to  say, 
hurried  and  unconnected  as  had  been  hi.s  remarks, 
by  calling  on  all  sides  of  the  House  to  sustain  this 
resolution  of  the  Senate.  He  called  on  his  friends 
on  both  sides  to  .set  this  matter  as  it  deserved  to 
stand;  importuned  as  they  were,  not  only  by  me- 
morials but  by  letters  from  their  fricnd.s  at  home, 
who  invoked  them  to  lend  them  so,nc  relief-  he 
hoped,  he  said,  that  the  bill  would  be  passed  with- 
out liein^  committed  at  all;  that  the  appeal  made 
would  addrcs.'?  itself  to  all,  and  enpecially  to  those 
who  would  perhiips  find  an  only  merit  in  its  econ- 
omy, and  particularly  as  the  present  arrangement, 
he  fiad  no  doubt,  was  diverting  large  portions  of 
ilip  legitimate  revenues  of  the  department  into  the 
pockets  of  private  expresses,  which  Iiad  been  and 


would  be  of  necessity  kept  up  while  those  unrea- 
sonable delays  continued. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  next  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave 
way  to  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  Jane  23,  1848. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  the  credentials  of  Mr. 
Henry  Dodge,  Senator  elect  from  the  State  of 
Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Dodge  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  the  memorial  of  certain 
citizens  of  Washington  for  the  purchase  of  Mount 
Vernon  by  the  General  Government;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  HALE  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia  be  instructed 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  abolish  slavery  in  said  District. 
Objection  being  rnade,  it  lies  over. 

Mr.  DOWNS  moved  that  the  resolution  offered 
by  him  some  days  .since,  relative  to  the  disposition 
of  the  vacant  seats  in  the  Senate,  be  taken  up;  and 
no  objection  being  made,  it  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration. 

Some  little  colloquial  discussion  took  place  as 
to  the  propriety  of  disturbing  the  usual  practice  of 
the  Senate,  in  which  Messrs.  BERRIEN,  MAN- 
GUM,  DOWNS,  BUTLER,  MASONj  FIALE, 
BRIGHT,  and  BADGER,  took  part,  when  the 
resolution,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  was  laid 
on  the  table — ayes  16,  noes  15. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

By  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims:  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P. 
Gratiot  and  the  legal  representatives  of  Henry 
Gratiot. 

By  Mr.  BALDWIN,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  the  following  House  bills  without  amend- 
ment: 

For  the  relief  of  Charles  Ahrenfeldt  and  John 
F.  H.  Vogt. 

For  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Cap- 
tain George  Shoemaker. 

For  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Da- 
vid Gardner,  of  Southborough,  Massachusetts. 

By  Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs:  A  bill  to  compensate  R.  M.  John- 
son for  the  erection  of  certain  buildings  for  the  use 
of  the  Choctaw  Academy. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  a  joint  resolu- 
tion to  authorize  the  adjudication  of  certain  Indian 
claims  under  the  act  of  23d  August,  1842. 

By  Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Ofiice  and  Post  Roads:  Recommending  that 
the  Senate  concur  in  the  amendments  of  the  House 
to  the  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  countries,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TURNEY,  in  pursuance  of  notice,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Richard  Field. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MASON,  the  resolution  set- 
ting apart  Saturday  at  one  o'clock  for  the  consid- 
eration of  private  bills  was  so  amended  as  to  make 
the  private  business  commence  to-morrow  at  the 
hour  of  twelve,  m. 

FLORIDA  CLA.IMS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing 
for  the  obtaining  of  testimony  in  relation  to  claims 
for  losses  sustained  in  the  late  Florida  war. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  objected  to  the  bill,  because 
it  devolved  on  the  commissioner  the  duty  of  taking 
the  testimony,  which  he  regarded  as  incompatible 
with  his  other  duties. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  explained,  that  it  would  not 
impose  any  improper  labor  on  the  commissioner, 
who  was  the  fit  person  to  look  to  the  interests  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  wished  a  modification  of  the 
bill  so  as  to  make  it  conform  to  the  practice  of  the 
Senate.  No  one  would  contend  that  we  were 
bound  to  pay  all  claims  for  property  lost  in  every 
case.  Certain  principles  had  been  laid  down  by 
the  Committees  of  the  Senate,  which  should  regu- 
late our  future  action.  No  one  would  contend  that 
we  ought  to  pay  for  all  property  destroyed  by  the 
Indians.  Wny,  then,  should  we  go  to  the  expense 
of  collecting  testimony  on  all  cases,  when  our  rule 
forbids  us  from  allowing  above  one-fifth  of  them.' 


He  thought  there  should  be  some  person,  besides 
the  commissioner,  to  represent  the  Government. 
In  some  sort,  the  commissioner  had  to  act  as  a 
judge.  When  all  the  testimony  shall  be  sent  to 
the  department,  cases  of  great  hardship  would  ap- 
pear, and  these  would  be  pressed  on  Congress;  and 
where  would  be  the  end  of  it?  It  would  lead  to 
the  expenditure  of  millions. 

Mr.  MASON  was  in  favor  of  the  bill,  which  was 
so  guarded  that  although  testimony  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  would  be  taken  at  the  expense  of 
the  United  States,  the  testimony  of  the  claimants 
would  be  at  the  cost  of  each  claimant.  He  saw 
no  reason  for  the  additional  expense  of  an  attorney 
or  agent.  It  would  be  the  duty  of  the  commis- 
sioner to  make  his  report  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  the  Secretary  would  report  to  Congress.  It 
was  by  no  means  improbable  that  many  unjust 
claims  had  been  paid,  and  many  just  claims  liad 
not  as  yet  been  settled. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  the  sole  object  of  the 
bill  was  to  secure  the  cross-examination  of  wit- 
nesses by  the  Government.  How  was  this  to  be 
done  ?  By  the  commissioner,  who  has  a  clerk  at 
his  elbow  to  record  the  testimony.  What  more 
was  required.'  The  President  would  doubtless 
appoint  a  clerk  who  had  some  knowledge  of  the 
law.  The  whole  object  of  the  bill  was  to  protect 
the  Government  against  fraud.  The  Senator  from 
Delaware  desired  that  the  nature  of  the  claims 
should  be  defined  before  testimony  was  permitted 
to  be  taken.  That  point  had  been  mooted  in  the 
committee,  who  had  thought  the  most  proper 
course  would  be  to  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the 
commissioner,  who  would  not  be  likely  to  listen 
to  matter  which  was  irrelevant.  He  himself  had 
always  desired  the  passage  of  a  general  law  on  the 
subject  of  testimony,  but  as  that  could  not  be  ob- 
tained, he  was  willing  to  lake  this  bill  for  so  much 
as  relates  to  the  Florida  claims,  which  constitute  a 
large  portion  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  BADGER  did  not  think  the  objections  of 
the  Senator  from  Delaware  had  been  answered, 
and  expressed  his  dislike  to  the  bill  for  the  loose 
manner  in  which  it  was  drawn. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  stated  that  the  commissioner 
was  the  proper  person  to  take  the  testimony  on 
behalf  of  the  Government.  Congress  would  then 
have  to  decide  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War.  The  Government  would  be  subjected  to  no 
expense  beyond  the  per  diem  of  the  commissioner. 
The  people  of  Florida  would  be  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  appointment  of  any  intelligent  citizen,  to 
whatever  State  he  belonged,  to  act  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  take  up 
the  bill  to  establish  a  Territorial  Government  in 
Oregon. 

The  question  having  been  taken,  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  19,  nays  17. 

WYANDOTS  AND  DELAWARES. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  then  moved  to  take  up  the 
joint  resolution  to  sanction  an  agreement  made 
between  the  Wyandots  and  Delawares  for  the 
purchase  of  certain  lands  by  the  former  of  the 
latter  tribe  of  Indians. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  maintained  that  the  Oregon  bill 
had  precedence,  but  it  was  contended  that  the 
motion  to  postpone  did  not  include  the  motion  to 
take  up;  and  the  question  having  been  taken  on 
Mr.  ATCHtsoN's  motion,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative:  Yeas  19,  nays  15. 

The  joint  resolution  relative  to  the  Wj'andots 
and  Delawares  was  then  taken  up,  and  read  a 
second  and  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  brief  discussion  ensued  as  to  whether  the  un- 
finished business  of  yesterday  had  not  precedence 
over  all  others,  and  the  Chair  maintained  that  it 
had. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  said  he  had  given  way  yesterday 
to  allow  the  resolution  fixing  the  time  for  the  ad- 
journment of  Congress  to  be  taken  up,  whicli  had 
lost  him  the  whole  day,  and  he  felt  it  his  duty  to 
)iress  the  motion  to  take  up  the  Oregon  bill,  on 
which  question  he  must  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BUTLER  hoped  that  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Mangum]  might  be  permit- 
ted to  close  his  remarks,  as  that  Senator  had  given 
way  yesterday  for  a  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Biught's  motion  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative, as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.lAllen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Benton,  Brad 
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Xinrv,  Breese,  Hriglit,  Davis  of  Mississipni,  Dickin?on,  Dix, 
Dntige,  Felch,  Foote,  Fitzjeralri,  Hale,  Hannegan,  Houston, 
Hunter,  Johnson  of  Georaia,  Lewis,  Mason,  Niles,  Rusk, 
Selia?lian,  Stnrgeon,  and  Turney— f27, 

NAYS — Messrs.  Badger,  Bal<lwin,  Berrien,  Bell,  Butler, 
Clarke,  Clayton,  Corwin,  llavis  of  Massachusetts,  Greene, 
Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Miller,  Phelps, 
Spruance,  Underwood,  Upham,  and  Westcott — 18. 

Mr.  BUTLER  apologized  for  having  been  un- 
consciously the  cause  of  depriving  Mr.  Mangum 
of  the  floor  on  the  adjournment  resolution. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  said  he  had  voted  in  the 
negative  to  enable  Mr.  Mangum  to  conclude  his 
remarks. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  he  knew  no  disrespect  to 
him  was  intended.  He  could  speak  some  other 
time. 

TERRITORY  OF  OREGON. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  Territorial  Government  in 
the  Territory  of  Oregon  was  then  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  YULEE  called  the  attention  of  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  to  the  necessity  of  some  change  in 
the  phraseology  of  the  bill,  which  extends  the 
jurisdiction  of  Oregon  over  all  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  so  that  of  course  it  will  embrace  Cali- 
fornia, and  all  our  possessions  west  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  said  the  question  was  on  the  mo- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Foote,] 
which  he  should  oppose. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  his  motion  was  to  strike 
out  the  12lh  section;  that  the  section  was  then  open 
to  amendment  before  the  vote  on  striking  out  could 
betaken. 

Mr.  BADGER  moved  to  amend  the  section, 
which  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Foote,  as  a  modifica- 
tion of  his  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  could  not  see  what 
importance  could  be  attached  to  the  amendment, 
as  the  ordinance  of  1787  could  have  no  application 
to  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  where  it  could  never 
be  in  operation. 

Mr.  BADGER  said  propria  vigore  the  ordinance 
could  not  apply,  and  there  would  be  no  propriety 
in  the  amendment.  But  the  bill  conferred  on  Ore- 
gon all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  given 
to  other  Territories  and  States,  and  on  reference  to 
the  subject,  it  appeared  that  the  restriction  of  the 
ordinance  of  1787  was  operative  in  some  of  them. 
He  desired  to  guard  against  any  conclusion  that 
the  restriction  should  operate  in  Oregon. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  said,  why  did  not 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  move  at  once 
that  the  inhibition  of  slavery  which  is  adopted  as 
to  Iowa,  should  not  be  adopted  as  to  Oregon.' 

Mr.  BADGER  contended  that  his  motion  was 
to  that  effect,  although  the  language  was  different. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  argued  that  the 
amendment  was  in  effect  a  prohibition  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  slavery  in  Oregon,  whether  she  wills 
it  or  not.  It  is  said  that  Oregon  has  already  abol- 
ished slavery.  Then  what  do  we  propose  to  do, 
but  to  sanction  what  the  people  of  Oregon  have 
already  done,'  If  they  have  excluded  slavery,  we 
only  give  approval  of  their  decision,  with  an  addi- 
tion that  it  shall  be  perpetual.  Slavery  cannot  be 
carried  into  Oregon,  because  it  cannot  be  carried 
into  Iowa,  if  you  pass  the  law  as  it  stands.  It 
will  be  as  perfectly  excluded  as  if  we  passed  the 
Wilmot  Proviso.  He  opposed  the  amendment  of 
his  friend  from  Georgia.  By  the  6lh  article  of  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  slavery  is  prohibited  in  the 
Territory  of  Iowa,  so  far  as  regards  certain  sec- 
tions. The  amendment  under  consideration  leaves 
the  bill  precisely  as  it  stands.  In  every  view  he 
could  take  of  it,  it  could  have  no  effect.  Was  it 
the  intention  of  the  North  to  prohibit  slavery  for  all 
time.'  Was  it  the  intention  of  the  South  to  say 
this  is  right.'  Did  the  North  intend  to  eay  that 
slavery  might  be  introduced  in  Oregon?  He  de- 
sired to  see  the  platform  established.  He  wished 
to  have  the  question  distinctly  determined,  so  that 
the  people  might  understand  what  was  intended  to 
be  done.  He  assured  southern  Senators,  if  they 
voted  for  this  12th  section,  they  would  vote  the 
Wilmot  Proviso. 

Mr.  FOOTE  expressed  his  willingness  to  with- 
draw his  amendment,  if  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  would  consent  to  withdraw  his  motion. 

Mr.  BADGER  said  he  would  do  so  with  the 
greatest  pleasure,  after  he  had  made  a  brief  ex- 
pltination  as  to  his  amendment.     He  then  briefly 


replied  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Mary- 
land, in  order  to  show  thst  that  Senator  had  not 
examined  the  proposition  with  his  usual  accuracy, 
or  that  he  was  less  fortunate  than  usual  in  his 
clearness  of  explanation.  He  then  read  an  extract 
from  documents  and  statutes  on  file,  to  justify  him- 
self against  the  attacks  which  had  been  made  upon 
him.  Different  minds  took  different  views  of  the 
subject,  and  it  was  his  object  to  throw  out  some- 
thing which  would  settle  and  guide  them.  He 
considered  the  ordinance  of  1787  a  dead  letter  in 
Oregon.  He  considered  Congress  as  having  full 
power  and  authority  over  the  whole  question,  until 
it  abandoned  this  powerand  authority  to  the  States. 
He  believed  that  slavery  would  never  exist  in  Ore- 
gon, as  it  was  not  desired  there  by  a  majority  of 
the  people.  He  thought  the  matter  should  be  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  people  of  Oregon. 

The  amendment  was  then  withdrawn. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  and  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Mary- 
land, mutually  explained  as  to  the  effect  of  the  12ih 
section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  then  sent  to  the 
Chair  the  following  amendment,  to  come  in  at  the 
close  of  the  bill: 

Provided,  That  nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  authorize  the  prohiliition  of  domestic  slavery 
in  said  Territory  whilst  it  remains  iu  the  condition  of  a  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HALE  then  said  he  thought  the  proper 
course  would  be  to  take  the  question  on  the  amend- 
ment that  he  had  offered  and  withdrawn,  and  said 
he  should  move  it  when  the  bill  came  up.  The 
following  is  the  amendment: 

That  the  inhabitants  of  said  Territory  shall  be  entitled  to 
enjoy  all  and  singular  the  rights,  privileges,  and  adv.intages 
granted  and  secured  to  the  people  of  the  territory  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  by  the  articles  of  com- 
pact contained  in  the  ordinance  for  the  governujent  of  said 
territory  on  the  13th  day  of  July,  1787;  and  shall  be  subject 
to  all  the  conditions,  and  restrictions,  and  prohibitions  in 
said  articles  of  compact  imposed  upon  the  people  of  said  ter- 
ritory;  and  the  existing  laws  now  in  force  in  the  Territory 
of  Oregon,  under  the  authority  of  the  provisional  govern- 
ment established  by  the  people  thereof,  shall  continue  to  be 
valid  and  operative  therein,  so  far  as  the  samebe  not  incom- 
patible with  the  principles  and  provisions  of  this  act ;  subject, 
nevertheless,  to  be  altered,  modified,  or  repealed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  said  Territory  of  Ore- 
gon ;  and  the  laws  of  the  TJnited  States  are  hereby  extended 
over,  and  declared  to  be  in  force  in,  said  Territory,  so  tar  as 
the  same,  or  any  provision  thereof,  may  he  applicable. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Myerle. 

This  bill  was  discussed  by  Messrs.  UNDER- 
WOOD, BERRIEN,  and  BENTON;  but,  without 
taking  the  question  on  its  passage. 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  June  24,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  HUNT  rose  and  asked  leave  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation.  General  consent  being  given, 
he  proceeded  to  say  that  during  several  years  ser- 
vice he  had  never  had  occasion  to  appear  before 
the  House  in  explanation  of  any  matter  personal 
to  himself  ;  but  he  perceived  that  the  report  in  this 
morning's  Intelligencer  of  yesterday's  proceedings 
in  relation  to  the  report  which  he  had  the  honor  to 
submit  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce  was  so 
imperfect  and  erroneous,  he  felt  compelled,  most 
unwillingly,  to  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  House  for 
a  moment. 

Deeming  it  important  that  the  standing  commit- 
tees should  have  an  opportunity  to  bring  forward 
the  measures  they  had  matured,  he  had  moved  that 
one  hour  should  be  devoted  to  receiving  reports 
from  committees  which  might  be  disposed  of  with- 
out giving  rise  to  debate.  The  form  of  the  motion 
he  made  was  quite  different  from  the  phraseology 
of  the  reporter. 

When  the  Committee  on  Commerce  was  called, 
he  submitted  a  report  on  the  several  topics  hereto- 
fore referred  to  that  committee,  in  relation  to  river 
and  harbor  improvements,  including  the  bill  intro- 
duced by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr. 
Rhett]  respecting  tonnage  duties,  the  President's 
veto  message,  and  the  Chicago  memorial.  The 
report  concluded  with  a  series  of  resolutions  im- 
bodying  the  conclusions  of  the  committee;  and  in 
submitting  them  to  the  House,  he  distinctly  stated 
that  these  subjects  had  been  discussed  on  several 
occasions  at  the  present  session;  that  there  would 
be  further  opportunity  for  debate  when  the  harbor 
bills  shall  be  taken  up;  that,  although  there  were 
differences  of  opinion,  he  believed  every  mentiber 


had  formed  a  settled  opinion  on  the  propositions 
contained  in  the  resolutions,  and  must  be  prepared 
to  vote  on  them  without  discussion;  and,  deeming 
early  action  desirable,  he  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion. These  remarks  were  wholly  omitted  in  the 
Intelligencer.  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia [Mr.  Cobb]  contended  that  the  motion  was  con- 
trary to  the  implied  understanding  of  the  House, 
that  such  reports  only  should  be  received  as  gave 
rise  to  no  debate,  and  in  the  excitement  of  the  mo- 
ment he  spoke  of  itas  "a  violation  of  good  faith.' 
It  had  been  his  good  fortune  to  associate  with  thai 
gentleman  as  a  member  of  this  body  for  five  years, 
and,  notwithstanding  political  differences,  perfect 
cordiality  and  personal  kindness  had  attended  their 
intercourse  from  the  day  they  met  in  this  Hall. 

[Mr.  Cobb  nodded  assent.] 

He  was  unwilling  now  to  believe  that  the  gen- 
tleman could  have  designed  to  impute  to  him  an 
intention  to  take  an  undue  advantage  or  to  violate 
any  understanding,  express  or  implied.  Pie  was 
sure  the  gentleman  would  not  expect  him  to  quietly 
submit  to  such  a  charge.  If  (said  Mr.  H.)  I  am 
mistaken  in  this,  I  will  only  say  that  I  am  ready 
to  repel  the  imputation,  I  hope  with  becoming  in- 
dignation, yet  with  that  calm  unconcern  which 
springs  from  conscious  rectitude  of  purpose.  He 
willingly  left  it  for  others  to  decide  how  far  he  was 
observant  of  the  rules  of  the  body  and  the  proprie- 
ties of  his  position. 

The  motion  he  made  was  in  accordance  with 
the  habitual  usage  of  the  House.  It  was  of  fre- 
quent occurrence,  as  every  member  knew  when 
committees  were  called  for  reports  giving  rise  to 
no  debate,  to  call  the  previous  question  for  the 
avowed  object  of  precluding  debate.  It  had  been 
decided  uniformly  that  the  mover  of  a  resolution 
which  went  over,  if  debate  arose,  might  move 
the  previous  question,  to  cut  off  debate.  In  sub- 
mitting this  report  and  making  the  motion,  Mr. 
H.  said  he  but  acted  in  pursuance  of  the  in- 
structions of  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  They 
directed  him  to  move  the  previous  question,  with 
a  view  to  immediate  action.  By  that  motion  it 
was  distinctly  submitted  to  the  House  whether 
debate  should  or  should  not  be  allowed.  It  was 
for  a  majority  to  determine  whether  to  take  the 
question  then  or  keep  it  open  for  discussion.  It 
was  not  for  him  to  presume  in  advance  that  debate 
would  be  desired  on  either  side;  and  it  was  obvi- 
ous the  effect  was  precisely  the  same  as  if  a  like 
motion  had  been  made  on  a  general  call  of  com- 
mittees. He  emphatically  denied  that  it  was,  ia 
any  possible  aspect  of  the  case,  inconsistent  with 
any  implied  understanding,  or  with  the  uniform 
practice  of  the  House.  He  had  desired  to  say 
thus  much  yesterday  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia.  When  personally  assailed,  his 
motto  was: 

"  To  right  the  wrong,  where'er  'tis  given. 
Though  in  the  very  court  of  Heaven." 

But  under  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  in  the 
precise  state  of  the  question  yesterday,  no  oppor- 
tunity was  afforded  him  for  defence  or  reply. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  in  reference  to  the  re- 
marks just  made  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  felt  it  incumbent  upon  himself  to  state  that 
he  entertained  the  same  kindly  feelings  towards 
the  gentleman  as  the  gentleman  had  represented  to 
exist  between  them.  In  reference  to  what  had 
occurred  yesterday,  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
seemed  to  think  that  by  his  remarks  he  had  cast 
imputations  on  his  (Mr.  H.'s)  personal  motives. 
Since  he  had  been  a  member  of  this  House  he  had 
never  impugned  the  motives  of  any  member  upon 
this  floor — never  in  any  instance.  His  own  self- 
respect,  as  well  as  his  respect  for  the  House  with 
which  he  was  associated,  he  trusted,  would  prevent 
him  from  so  doing.  His  remarks  were  correctly 
reported  in  the  Intelligencer.  He  had  contended 
that  the  reception  of  the  report  at  that  time,  with 
the  previous  question  moved  upon  it,  was  in  vio- 
lation of  the  general  understanding  under  which 
the  House  had  consented  to  receive  such  reports 
as  would  not  give  rise  to  debate,  and  that  the  ef- 
fect would  have  been  a  violation  of  the  good  faith 
of  the  House  if  the  majority  of  the  House  had 
sanctioned  the  demand  for  the  previous  question, 
and  forced  the  minority  to  a  vote. 

Mr.  HUNT  inquired  whether  the  effect  would 
not  have  been  precisely  the  same  as  if  the  motion 
for  the  previous  question  had  been  made  when 
reports  were  open  to  debate  under  a  general  call 
of  the  committees.' 
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Mr.  COBB  replied:  Precisely  the  same,  with 
this  exception,  that  under  the  general  call  of  the 
commiiteea  there  would  not  have  been  the  same 
inducement  for  the  majority  to  sustain  the  previ- 
ous question,  for  tlie  reason  that  if  it  was  not  sus- 
tained the  report  would  not  go  over,  but  would  be 
considered  and  voted  on.  But,  in  tliis  instance,  if 
it  went  over,  the  House  would  not  have  the  op- 
portunity of  voting  on  the  question.  Under  the 
peculiar  circumstances  connected  with  the  recep- 
tion of  the  report,  with  the  understanding  that  no 
debate  would  arise,  the  friends  of  these  resolutions 
might  be  induced  to  sustain  the  previous  question, 
to  force  a  vote  upon  it;  and  it  was  of  that  he  liad 
complained.  He  thought  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  would  see  he  was  right  in  the  position  he 
had  taken.  He  submitted  to  the  gentleman  wheth- 
er he  believed  that  he  (Mr.  C.)  or  any  gentle- 
man on  his  side  of  the  House  would  ever  have 
assented  to  the  proceedings  that  had  taken  place, 
if  they  had  believed  that  the  effect  of  those  pro- 
ceedings would  have  been  to  force  them  to  a  vote 
upon  several  resolutions,  involving  questions  of 
party  policy,  which  they  had  never  had  the  op- 
portunity of  seeing  or  hearing  except  as  they  had 
been  read  from  the  Clerk's  table?  It  v/as  of  that 
he  had  complained,  and  he  thought  his  objection 
was  well  taken  at  the  time.  He  had  already  said, 
and  he  repeated,  with  reference  to  any  ])ersonal 
imputation  upon  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
in  accordance  with  what  had  been  his  universal 
practice  m  this  House,  lie  had  had  no  such  design. 

Here  the  conversation  dropped. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  asked  the 
House  to  take  up  the  motion  he  made  yesterday 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  was  passed  the 
bill  concerning  the  administration  of  official  oaths 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  private 
business. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  passed  to  close 
the  debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  on  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1849. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  entered  and  laid 
over  for  the  present. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate  bill  authorizing  the  proper  officers 
of  the  Treasury  to  settle  the  accounts  of  Joseph 
Nourse,  deceased,  which  was  amended  and  passed 
by  the  House  some  time  since,  and  on  which  a 
motion  (made  by  Mr.  Bowlkv)  to  reconsider  the  | 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed  was  pending. 

The  bill  was  opposed  at  some  length  by  Messrs. 
BOWLIN  and  THOMAS,  and  supported  by 
Messrs.  POLLOCK,  PALFREY,  and  ROCK- 
WELL, of  Connecticut.  The  latter  gentleman 
concluded  his  remarks  by  moving  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DANIEL  requested  Mr.  Rockwell  to 
withdraw  his  motion  for  the  purpose  of  having  a 
letter  read. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  the 
vote  on  which  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  in 
the  negative:  Yeas  40,  nays  n2. 

Mr.  DANIEL  said,  having  appealed  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut,  and  having  appealed  in 
vain  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  for  the  pur|)ose  of  having  a  letter  bearing 
on  the  case  read,  he  would  now  appeal  to  the 
House  not  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 
tabic. 

The  question  was  pnt  on  laying  the  motion  to 
rccon.sider  on  the  tabic,  and  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays  in  the  afHrmative:  Yeas  83,  nays  73.  So 
the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  a 
resolution  to  close  all  debate  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lyon  &  How- 
ard, in  half  an  hour  after  the  bill  shall  be  again 
considered  in  comtnittee. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Missipsippi,  moved  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table.  It  wn.s  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative:  Yeas  (iG,  nays  93. 
So  fhe  icHoluiion  was  not  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  R0(;K\VELL,  of  Connecticut,  now  modi- 
fied his  resolution  by  extending  the  time  to  three- 
(juarters  of  an  hour,  and  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded,  and,  under  the  operation 
thereof,  the  resolution  as  modified  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  WHITE  asked  the  House  to  take  up  Sen- 
ate bill  renewing  certain  naval  pensions  for  the 
term  of  five  years,  and  extending  the  benefits  of 
existing  laws  respecting  naval  pensions  to  engi- 
neers, firemen,  and  coalheavers  in  the  navy,  and 
to  their  widows. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  private  calendar. 

Mr.  SAWYER  moved  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn.     Lost:  Ayes  61,  noes  63. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Wliole,  which  being  put,  was 
disagreed  to. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  moved  that  the  bill  to  estab- 
lish certain  post-routes  be  taken  up  and  read  a 
third  time. 

Which  motion  was  objected  to,  and  then  the 
House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

Tlie  following  nioinorials  and  petitions  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  L.YNDE:  Petition  of  E.  R.  Utter  and  others,  citi- 
zens of  Wisconsin,  for  the  piircliase  of  Mount  Vernon. 

By  Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  petition  of 
Mary  Ann  Ballaii,  widow  of  Jolin  Ballan,  a  soldier  in  tlie 
war  of  1812-'13,  and  who  died  from  injuries  received  in  the 
service. 


[  IN  SENATE. 

I  Saturday,  June  24,  1848. 

I      The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 

I  a  communication  from  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 

\  ury,  transmitting  a  report  on  the  claims  of  Father 

j  Mediore  in  relation  to  certain  church  lands  at  St. 

I  Augustine,    Florida;  which    was  referred  to    the 

I  Committee  on  Public  Land  Claims. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  re- 
specting the  custom-house  at  Charleston,  South 
Carolina;  which"  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens  of 
Rochester,  asking  that  the  Tonawanda  band  of 
Indians  may  be  compensated  for  their  lands  taken 
by  the  United  States  under  the  treaties  of  1836 
and  1842;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Afl'airs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, made  adverse  reports  on  the  memorials  of 
Levi  Wells,  praying  arrears  of  pension,  and  of 
Mary  Frances  Foot. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on   Indian 
Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial 
of  the  Onondaga  and  Cayuga  Indians. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  YULEE, 

Resolced,  That  so  much  of  the  naval  appropri:ition  bill  as 
relates  to  the  discipline  and  organization  of  the  navy  and 
improvements  of  navy-yards  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Nav;il  Afl'airs.         '  j 

Mr.  DIX  subsequently  moved  to  reconsider  this  { 
resolution;  and  the  motion  lies  over. 

The  following    resolution,    submitted  by  Mr.  i 
Johnson,  of  Maryland,  on  the  19th  instant,  was 
taken  up  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  inform  the 
Senate  of  the  whole  number  of  officers  now  employed  in 
and  about  the  custom-house  of  the  United  States  in  the  city 
of  Baltimore,  with  the  compensation  allowed  to  each  ;  and 
that  he  also  inform  the  Senate  what  was  the  number  ofsuch 
ofticurs  at  the  same  custom-house  on  the  4th  March,  1845, 
and  the  compensation  allowed  each. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Halu,  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  abolish  slavery 
therein,  was  taken  up.  The  question  was  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Baldwin,  Clarke,  Corvvin,  Davis  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Hale  .Miller,  and  Upham — 7. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alh'n,  Atchison,  .Atherton,  Bell,  Berrien, 
Benton,  Bradbury,  Breft-e,  IJiiglit,  Hiitler,  Calhoun,  Davis  of 
Mississippi,  Dioltinson,  IJix,  Dod^'c,  Downs,  Fclch,  I'itz- 
gerald,  Foote,  Hamlin,  Honnon,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Mary- 
land, Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Jolinson  of  Georgia,  Lewis, 
Maiigum,  Mason,  Niles,  KusU,  Spruiuice,  Sturgeon,  Turncy, 
Underwood,  Wcstcott,  and  \nl(:c— :iG. 

The  resolution  submitted  some  time  since  by 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Mis8issii)pi,  relative  to  the  patent 
of  Major  General  Baron  De  Kalb,  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOWNS,  two  additional 
members  to  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  were 
ordered  to  be  ap[)ointed  by  the  Chair. 

A  number  of  adverse  reports,  made  from  differ- 
ent committees,  were  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 


Numerous  bills  received  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  were  read  a  first  and  second  time 
by  their  titles  and  appropriately  referred. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  promote  the 
despatch  of  business  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
to  repeal  the  second  section  of  the  act  approved 
June  17,  1844,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States." 

After  a  brief  explanation,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

Tlie  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  private  calendar,  in  compliance  with  the 
resolution  of  tlie22d  instant. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Center  having 
been  taken  up,  considerable  debate  ensued,  in 
which  Messrs.  UNDERWOOD,  YULEE,  CAL- 
HOUN, WESTCOTT,  GREEN,  and  others  par- 
ticipated. When  the  question  was  taken  on  or- 
dering the  bill  to  be  engrossed,  it  resulted:  Yeas 
19,  nays  24. 

The  following  bills  were  then  considered  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  and  passed: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Russel  Goss. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Barclay  &  Livingston, 
and  Smith,  Thurgar  &  Co. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Richmond. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Stokes. 

Bill  granting  a  pension  to  Bethia  Healy,  widow 
of  George  Healy,  deceased. 

Bill  to  confirm  to  the  legal  representatives  of 
Joseph  Dutailles  the  location  of  a  certain  New 
Madrid  certificate. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Grice. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  George  V.  Mitchell. 

An  act  to  change  the  name  of  the  steamboat 
Charles  Downing  to  the  Calhoun. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Stalker  &  Hill. 

Joint  resolution  for  the  reliefof  H.  B.  Gaither. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Alfred  White. 

Bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Adams  &  Co. 
and  others. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Dawaon, 
James  Schott,  andElisha  Dana  Whitney,  was  dis- 
cussed at  very  considerable  length,  and  its  further 
consideration  postponed  without  any  question  hav- 
ing been  taken. 

The  bill  is  for  the  payment  of  certain  vessels  of 
war  furnished  the  late  Republic  of  Texas. 

Mr.  HALE  resisted  the  bill  very  strenuously, 
as  the  first  step  towards  the  assumption  of  the 
debts  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

Mr. 'JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  read  a  bond 
wherein  the  faith  of  the  Republic  was  pledged  for 
the  payment  of  the  same. 

Mr.    DIX   moved    to   reconsider   the  vote   by 
which  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Center  was 
lost. 
And  then  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  June  26,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  FEATHERSTON  moved  that  the  bill  to 
establish  certain  post  routes,  now  lying  on  the 
Speaker's  table,  be  taken  up  and  read  the  third 
time. 

The  SPEAKER  said  if  no  objection  were  made, 
he  would  lay  the  bill  before  the  House. 

Objection  being  made,  Mr.  FEATHERSTON 
moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  the  bill. 

The  question  being  taken,  there  appeared — yeas 
87,  nays  63.  Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirm- 
ative, the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  EMBllEEmoveda  suspension  of  the  rules, 
to  enable  him  to  introduce  a  bill  to  establish  cer- 
tain post  routes. 

[This  bill  is  similar  to  the  post  route  bill  now 
lying  on  the  Speaker's  table,  except  that  it  contains 
a  proviso  declaring  that  no  opinion  is  expressed  as 
to  the  boundary  of  any  State  or  Territory.] 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  decided  as 
follows:  Yeas  81,  nays  77.  Two-thirds  not  voting 
in  the  affirmative,  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  rose  to  a 
privileged  question,  and  moved  to  take  up  the  mo- 
tion made  by  him  some  days  since  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  was  passed  the  bill  concerning 
the  administration  of  official  oaths  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  T.  desired  to  oflfer  the  following  amendment 
to  the  bill,  which  he  read  and  ex[)lained: 
Sec.  — .  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases  in  wbicb, 
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under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  oaths,  or  affirmations, 
nr  acknovvletigments  may  now  he  taken  or  made  before  any 
justice  or  justices  of  the  peace  of  anyState  or  Territory,  or 
District  of  Columbia,  sucli  oaths,  affirmations  or  acknow- 
ledgments may  hereafter  bfi  also  taken  or  made  by  or  helbre 
any  notary  public  duly  appointed  in  any  State  or  Territory, 
or  District  of  Columbia,  and  when  certified  under  the  hand 
and  official  seal  of  such  notary,  shall  have  the  same  force 
and  elfect  as  if  taken  or  made  by  or  before  such  justice  or 
justices  of  the  peace.  And  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  for 
punishing  perjury,  or  subornation  of  perjury,  committed  in 
any  such  oaths  or  affirmations,  when  taken  or  made  before 
any  such  justice  of  the  peace,  shall  apply  to  any  such  offence 
committed  in  any  oaths  or  affirmations  which  may  be  taken 
under  this  act  before  a  notary  pui)lic:  Provided  always,  That 
on  any  trial  for  either  of  these  offences,  the  seal  and  signa- 
ture of  the  notary  shall  not  be  deemed  sufficient  In  them- 
selves to  establish  tlie  official  character  of  such  notary,  but 
the  same  shall  b(;  shown  by  other  and  proper  evidence. 

Sec.  — .  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  'J'hat  all  the  powers  and 
authority  conferred  in  and  by  the  preceding  section  of  this 
act  upon  notaries  public,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  vested 
in,  and  may  be  exercised  by,  any  commissioner  appointed, 
or  hereafter  to  be  appointed,  by  any  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States,  under  any  act  of  Congress  authorizing  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  to  take  bail,  affidavits,  or 
depositions,  in  causes  pending  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
Stales. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  opposed  the  amend- 
ment proposed  to  be  offered  by  Mr.  Thompson  to 
the  bill  as  not  congruous;  and,  after  urging  the 
immediate  passage  of  the  bill  in  a  few  brief  explan- 
atory remarks,  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table;  which  was  agreed  to.  So  the 
motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  tt^ble. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON, 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
stale  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Root,  of  Ohio,  in  the 
chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  Government  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1849. 

Mr.  FEATHERSTON  discussed  the  powers  of 
the  General  and  Territorial  Governments  over  the 
subject  of  slavery  in  the  Territories  through  the 
hour  allotted  to  him,  with  some  brief  remarks  in- 
terspersed respecting  the  Presidential  candidates. 

Mr.  A.  STEWART  occupied  his  hour  with  a 
speech  relating  to  the  emoluments  of  General  Cass, 
when  Governor  of  Michigan  Territory  for  eighteen 
years  and  ex  o^cioSuperintendentof  Indian  Affairs, 
during  which  time  his  extra  compensation  and 
rations  were  very  considerable  items.  He  also 
introduced  some  statistical  statements  of  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  war  and  the  General  Government 
as  compared  with  earlier  Presidential  terms.  As 
an  example,  the  expenses  of  collection  under  Mr. 
Adams  were  three  per  cent.,  whereas  under  Mr. 
Polk  they  have  increased  to  seven  per  aent. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Kentucky,  discussed  General 
Taylor's  position  respecting  the  veto  power  as  un- 
exampled (although  he  professed  to  follow  the 
course  pursued  by  the  earlier  Presidents)  and  as 
dangerous,  especially  to  the  South.  He  also  com- 
mented on  the  uncertainty  in  which  General  Tay- 
lor's political  opinions  were  shrouded.  He  was 
anxious  especially  to  know  the  views  of  General 
Taylor  respecting  the  Wilmot  Proviso;  and  on  this 
point  a  colloquy  ensued  between  Mr.  C.  and  Mr. 
HASKELL,  but  no  positive  information  was  com- 
municated, although  Mr.  H.  said  he  believed  Gen- 
eral Taylor  was  opposed  to  the  Wilmot  Proviso. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  took 
the  floor,  and  occupied  it  for  about  thirty  minutes, 
when  he  yielded  for  a  motion  that  the  committee 
rise;  which  being  agreed  to,  the  committee  rose 
and  reported. 

[These  speeches  will  all  appear  in  the  Appendix.] 
ARMY  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARALSON, 

Rp.soleed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  com- 
municate to  this  House  the  strength  of  the  different  corps  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States  after  the  discharge  of  tliose 
who,  by  the  terms  of  their  enlistment  and  the  operation  of 
existing  laws,  arc  required  to  be  discharged  at  the  close  of  tlie 
war  with  Mexico;  also,  that  he  communicate  what  will  be 
the  strength  of  the  corps  nimaining  In  the  army  when  filled 
to  the  maximum  authorized  by  law. 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  as  he  understood  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  was  engaged  in  making  out  new 
estimates  for  an  army  bill,  he  would  move  to  dis- 
charge the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  from  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  army  and  of  volunteers  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1849,  and  that  it  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
Agreed  to. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  June  2G,  1848. 

At  eleven  o'clock,  a.  m.,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  called  the  body  to  order;  when — 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  that  Mr.  Atchison  be 
selected  to  preside  during  the  temporary  absence 
of  the  Vice  President,  which  was  unanimously 
agreed  to;  and  a  resokiiion  was  also  adopted  di- 
recting the  Secretary  to  inform  the  President  of 
the  United  States  and  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  said  election. 

Mr.  DODGE  presented  the  credentials  of  his 
colleague,  Mr.  Isaac  P.  Walker,  Senator  elect 
from  the  State  of  Wisconsin;  who,  after  having 
been  duly  qualified,  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  submitted  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  proceed  to  ascertain  the  classes 
In  which  the  Senators  from  the  State  of  Wisconsin  shall  be 
inserted,  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  May  14, 1789, 
and  as  the  Constitution  provides. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON, 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  put  into  the  ballot-box  two 
papers  of  equal  size,  one  of  which  to  be  numbered  ],  and 
the  other  to  be  blank;  that  each  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Wisconsin  draw  out  one  paper ;  that  No.  1  shall  entitle  the 
Senator  to  be  placed  In  the  class  whose  term  of  service  will 
expire  on  the  3d  of  March,  1849.  That  the  Secretary  then 
put  into  the  ballot-box  two  other  papers  of  equal  size,  num- 
bered two  and  three;  that  the  Senator  who  shall  have  drawn 
the  blank  shall  then  draw  one  of  the  papers  ;  tliat  No.  9,  if 
drawn,  shall  entitle  the  Senator  to  be  placed  in  the  class 
whose  term  of  service  will  expire  the  3d  of  March,  1851, 
and  No.  3  in  the  class  whose  term  will  expire  the  3d  of 
March,  1853. 

Mr.  Walker  drew  No.  l,and  is  accordingly  in 
that  class  whose  term  of  service  will  expire  on 
the  3d  day  of  March,  1849. 

The  Secretary  then  put  papers  Nos.  2  and  3  in 
the  box,  and  Mr.  Dodge  drew  No.  2,  and  is  ac- 
cordingly in  that  class  of  Senators  whose  term  of 
service  will  expire  on  the  3d  of  March,  1851. 

Mr.  NILES  presented  a  memorial  from  John  T. 
Sullivan,  asking  compensation  for  binding  the 
laws  and  instructions  of  the  Postmaster  General 
for  the  use  of  the  department;  which  was  re- 
ferred. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  vest  the  title  of 
the  United  States  in  the  purchasers  of  certain  lands 
sold  under  execution  against  Gordon  D.  Boyd; 
which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  U.,  in  explanation  of  this  bill,  stated  that 
by  its  passage  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  ex- 
pected to  save  $20,000  to  the  United  States.  Boyd 
was  a  receiver  of  the  public  moneys  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  and  had  issued  receipts  in  his  own 
name  for  large  sums  paid  in  for  the  purchase  of 
public  lands,  not  a  dollar  of  which  had  ever  been 
received.  The  Government  instituted  suits  for  the 
recovery  of  the  money,  and  levied  execution  on  the 
very  lands  which  he  pretended  to  have  sold.  The 
purchasersjtinder  these  executions,  had  given  their 
bonds  for  one  and  two  years  in  payment,  but  had 
not  been  able  to  obtain  patents  for  the  lands.  They 
have  refused  to  pay  their  bonds,  and  suits  have 
been  commenced  against  them.  The  Solicitor 
says  the  subject  is  still  under  consideration  before 
the  Commissioner  of  Public  Lands.  The  object 
of  this  bill  was  to  remove  the  difficulty,  by  secu- 
ring to  the  purchasers  a  valid  title  to  the  lands. 
He  hoped  that  this  explanation  would  induce  the 
Senate  to  take  up  the  bill  for  immediate  action. 

The  bill  was  then  considered,  and  read  a  second 
and  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rob- 
ert W.  Richardson,  accompanied  by  a  report. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  light-houses,  light-boats,  buoys, 
&c.,  and  providing  for  the  erection  and  establish- 
ment of  the  same. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  allow  pay  and  sub- 
sistence to  certain  Arkansas  and  other  volunteers 
who  have  been  prisoners  of  war  in  Mexico. 

Also,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Land.^,  on 
the  memorial  of  Asa  Whitney  relative  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  reported  ajoint  resolution  providing 
for  a  survey  and  exploration  of  one  or  more  routes 
for  a  railroad  from  the  Mississippi  river,  below  the 
Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 


Mr.  BORLAND  gave  notice,  that  when  this 
resolution  came  up  for  consideratiot),  he  would 
propose  certain  amendments,  requiring  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  to  cause  a  hydrograpliical  survey 
of  the  Pacific  coast,  with  the  view  of  determining 
the  best  point  for  a  dock-yard  and  naval  station  on 
that  coast;  and  authorizing  the  Postmaster  General 
to  contract  for  carrying  thfe  mail  between  San 
Francisco,  in  Upper  California,  and  Santa  Fe,  in 
New  Mexico,  or  some  other  point  in  convenient 
connection  with  the  United  Slates  mail  lines  west 
of  the  Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  joint  resolution 
for  the  relief  of  persons  who  have  incurred  the 
disabilities  of  the  28th  section  of  the  act  of  July 
2,  1836;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  N.  asked  for  the  immediate  consideration 
of  this  joint  resolution.  He  stated,  that  by  the 
existing  law,  any  contractor  who  has  been  a  party 
to  a  combination  to  cheat  the  department  was  dis- 
qualified thereafter  from  obtaining  any  contract. 
The  object  of  this  joint  resolution  was,  to  autho- 
rize the  Postmaster  General,  at  his  discretion,  to 
annul  this  disability,  after  the  expiration  of  five 
years.  The  operation  of  the  law,  which  was  a 
good  one,  had  borne  hardly  on  individuals  whom 
it  was  desired  to  relieve. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  the 
proposition  to  rescind  the  operation  of  a  law  ad- 
mitted to  have  been  wholesome  in  its  effects,  and 
to  substitute  a  disqualification  of  only  five  years, 
was  an  important  change,  and  ought  not  to  be  hast- 
ily adopted.  He  would  prefer,  therefore,  that  the 
bill  lie  over. 

The  bill  was  then  informally  passed  over. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana, 

Ordered,  That  Friday,  after  twelve  o'clock,  be  set  apart 
for  the  consideration  of  Senate  private  bills,  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  other  business. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  submitted  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed,  as  soon  as  practicable,  to  report  to  the  Senate  any 
facts  that  have  come  to  his  knowledge  since  the  passage  at 
this  session  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  Jones  &  Boker,  show- 
ing that  said  act  was  passed  under  a  misapprehension  of  the 
facts;  and  that,  until  the  further  action  of  Congress  on  the 
subject  during  the  session,  said  Comptroller  suspend  any 
allowances  or  payments  under  said  act. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  explained,  that  since  the 
passage  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jones  &  Boker, 
it  had  come  to  the  knowledge  of  several  Senators, 
from  the  Comptroller  himself,  that  a  portion  of  the 
very  notes  for  the  loss  of  which  the  bill  had  made 
compensation,  had,  previous  to  the  passage  of  the 
law,  been  paid  to  these  very  individuals.  It  was 
important,  therefore,  that  the  facts  should  be  in- 
quired into  before  payment  was  made  under  the 
provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  NILES  madeabriefresponse,  in  alowtone. 
He  is  believed  to  have  said,  that  the  Post  Office 
Department  had,  indeed,  put  some  of  these  notes 
in  circulation,  but  to  have  denied  that  they  were 
paid  to  Jones  &  Boker. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  replied,  that  the  Comptroller 
had  positively  stated  that  the  notes  were  paid  to 
the  parties  themselves.  He  hoped  the  resolution 
would  at  once  be  adopted,  that  proper  inquiry  might 
be  instituted. 

Mr.  HALE.     Let  it  lie  over. 

The  resolution,  therefore,  lies  over  for  consider- 
ation. 

TERRITORY  OF  OREGON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGHT,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
a  Territorial  Government  in  Oregon. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS, 
of  Mississippi,  to  amend — 

Mr.  DIX  said  he  had  hitherto  abstained  from 
entering  into  the  discussions  on  slavery  in  the  Ter- 
ritories, because  he  had  regarded  the  questions 
heretofore  presented  as  abstract  questions.  Here, 
however,  is  an  act  of  legislation  which  is  to  estab- 
lish our  government  over  thousands  of  miles.  It 
will  affect  the  interests,  the  destinies  of  the  popu- 
lation which  will  hereafter  fill  the  valleys  and  crown 
the  mountains  of  Oregon.  The  discussion  now, 
therefore,  conducted  in  a  temperate  manner,  can 
do  no  harm;  but  out  of  it  some  light  may  be  struck 
to  guide  us  through  our  progress.  He  adverted  to 
the  different  views  which  had  been  thrown  out  on 
the  subject;  but  there  was  a  question  which,  in  his 
opinion,  lay  beyond  all  these,  the  determination  of 
which  may  have  a  great  effect  on  the  settlement  of 
the  question.     He  referred  to  that  of  tlie  power  of 
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Congress  to  regulate  the  2:overnment  of  the  Terri- 
tories, and  all  matters  relating  to  them. 

The  ris;lit  to  reijulate  all  matters  relating  to  the 
public  domain  may  be  construed  to  extend  over  all 
classes  occupying  those  public  lands.  He  referred 
to  the  constitutional  clause  on  this  subject,  of  which 
he  thought  an  improper  construction  had  been  given. 
He  went  into  a  histoid  of  the  clause,  dwelling  on 
the  mode  in  which  it  was  introduced,  and  of  the 
propositions  made  to  amend  it.  The  proposition 
was  introduced  by  Mr.  Madison,  and  although 
not  adopted  in  that  form,  it  was  not  rejected. 
That  of  Mr.  Morris  was  favored  and  adopted.  He 
also  stated  the  proceeding  in  relation  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  celebrated  ordinance  of  1787.  The 
coincidence  of  the  two  subjects  in  point  of  time, 
might,  he  thought,  throw  some  light  on  the  views 
of  the  Convention.  Mr.  Madison  denied  the  le- 
gality of  the  ordinance;  but  to  give  a  further  insight 
into  the  views  of  Mr.  Madison,  he  read  an  extract 
from  a  paper  in  the  Federalist,  of  which  Mr.  Mad- 
ison was  the  author.  Mr.  Madison,  he  thought, 
regarded  the  new  Government  about  to  be  estab- 
lished under  the  Constitution,  as  intended  to  sup- 
ply defects  in  the  Government  under  the  Confed- 
eration; and  this  was  made  clear  by  Mr.  Madison 
himself  in  the  forty-third  number  of  the  Federalist. 
He  referred  to  the  condition  of  the  Northwest 
Territory  at  the  time  when  this  ordinance  was 
passed;  and  it  was  in  looking  at  the  character  of 
the  States  about  to  be  admitted,  that  Mr.  Madison 
regarded  this  power  as  of  very  great  importance. 

He  proceeded  to  show  how  far  this  ordinance 
was  sustained  by  the  action  of  Congress,  in  order 
that  the  Senate  might  have  before  it  the  full  benefit 
of  a  knowledge  of  the  legislative  precedents  in  its 
favor.  From  these  he  inferred  an  intention  to 
extend  the  area  of  human  liberty.  Neither  the 
framers  of  the  ordinance  nor  the  first  Congress 
could  have  considered  the  prohibition  of  slavery 
as  incompatible  with  the  establishment  of  States 
out  of  the  Northwest  Territory  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States.  The  authority  of  the 
ordinance  was  recognized  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Louisiana,  as  appears  from  a  decision  which  he 
read  of  that  court  in  1830.  He  recited  the  dates 
of  several  acts  on  which  he  relied  to  support  his 
views  of  the  force  of  the  ordinance,  and  to  illustrate 
the  action  of  Congress  under  its  operation.  He 
made  frequent  use  of  extracts  from  the  several 
laws  on  the  subject,  and  from  the  judicial  decisions 
under  them.  Slavery  existed  in  Louisiana  when 
she  came  into  the  United  States,  and  although  Con- 
gress adopted  no  course  which  would  interfere 
with  the  vested  rightsof  property  in  that  State,  laws 
■were  passed  restricting  the  importation  of  slaves 
from  foreign  countries.  He  looked  at  the  acts  by 
which  sul)sequcnt  States  had  been  admitted,  to 
show  that  Congress  had  exercised  power  over  the 
question  of  slavery  in  the  Territories  until  they 
became  States. 

The  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  to  the  existence  of  this  power  in 
Congress,  he  quoted  from  very  copiously.  Writers 
on  public  law  concur  in  this  construction.  He  in- 
Hisied,  that  by  every  authority  which  could  be 
quoted,  the  question  of  this  power  had  received  a 
Eiimilar  deci-sion.  The  question  of  power,  there- 
fore, was,  in  Jiis  opinion,  indisputable.  He  would 
next  consider  whether  it  was  expedient  in  all  cases 
to  exercise  this  power. 

On  the  subject  of  the  prohibition  of  slavery  in 
the  Territory  of  Oregon,  the  very  admission, 
broadly  made,  that  it  was  unne(K;ssary,  because 
slavery  would  never  exist  in  that  Territory,  divest- 
ed the  question  of  any  injurious  operation.  In 
reference  to  the  efTect  of  the  prohibition  of  slavery 
on  the  slave  population,  he  contended,  that  as 
productive  surface  was  the  great  element  in  the 
multiplication  of  races,  the  extension  of  slavery 
over  a  larger  surface  tended  irresistibly  to  the  in- 
crease of  slave.-s.  So  that  by  every  step  we  may 
take  in  extending  slave  territory,  we  are  repro- 
ducing the  original  responsibility  of  the  establish- 
ment of  slavery. 

In  reference  to  emigration  from  Europe,  he  stated 
that  we  had,  within  the  last  twcnly-fivc  years, 
received  an  addition  of  one  million  ftcraons  from 
England  and  Ireland;  yet  this  drain  did  not  di- 
minish the  population  of  these  countries,  because 
the  reproduction  was  more  than  equal  to  the  ex- 
haustion. The  character  of  the  various  races 
wjiich  flocked  into  our  country  was  a  subject  well 
worthy  the  consideration  of  the  philoso[)hicttl  stales- 


man.  He  believed  the  only  States  in  which  the 
black  population  was  on  the  increase,  were  those 
in  which  slavery  existed.  He  referred  to  the  de- 
pressed condition  of  the  blacks  which  prevailed  in 
New  York  and  some  other  States,  and  laid  it  down 
as  a  principle  which  never  varied,  that  a  degraded 
race  could  never  multiply.  Emancipated  slaves,  he 
asserted,  never  multiplied. 

It  would  not  be  right  for  us  to  check  the  tide 
of  emigration  from  foreign  countries.  The  track- 
less wastes  of  our  western  Territories  would  be 
the  homes  of  all  the  foreign  emigrants  who  may 
flock  into  the  country,  as  well  as  our  own  surplus 
population.  As  to  the  propriety  of  a  policy  which 
looked  to  the  peopling  of  our  country  from  the 
race  most  celebrated  for  its  moral  and  intellectual 
elevation,  he  considered  there  could  never  be  a 
doubt.  He  admitted  that  there  was  a  section  of 
the  country  where  slave  property  was  considered 
neccssarj',  but  in  what  he  had  said  he  had  no  ref- 
erence to  these  States.  He  depicted  the  advantages 
which  would  result  from  the  substitution  of  inde- 
pendent for  slave  labor,  both  as  to  individual  in- 
terest and  national  character. 

There  was  nothing  in  the  soil,  climate,  or  pro- 
ductiveness of  Oregon,  to  render  slave  labor  indis- 
pensable. But  it  could  be  profitably  employed 
there,  as  in  every  new  country,  for  a  short  time. 
And  he  asked,  would  it  not  be  unwise  to  decline  to 
prohibit  slavery  in  a  Territory  where  it  could  not 
long  continue  to  exist,  and  where  it  must  ultimately 
wear  out  in  the  competition  with  free  labor ?  If 
we  strike  out  the  12th  section,  we  say  that  slavery 
may  exist  in  Oregon,  unless  the  Territorial  Gov- 
ernment shall  reenact  the  prohibition  of  it.  Such 
he  considered  to  be  its  effect.  He  read  the  section, 
and  assumed  tliat  the  part  of  that  section  which 
provides  that  the  laws  existing  in  Oregon  shall 
continue  in  force,  must  operate  as  an  exclusion  of 
slavery  full  as  effectually  as  if  the  amendment  sug- 
gested by  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr. 
Hale]  had  been  adopted. 

He  referred  to  the  positions  he  laid  down  in  the 
discussion  of  the  three  million  bill,  which  he  still 
held.  The  principle  of  these  positions  was,  that 
we  are  bound  to  take  a  territory  as  we  find  it:  if  we 
find  slavery  there,  we  ought  not  to  abolish  it — if 
we  find  that  no  slavery  exists  there,  we  ought  not 
to  introduce  it  so  long  as  it  continues  to  be  in  the 
condition  of  a  Territory;  and  that  we  have  no 
power  over  the  regulation  of  the  subject  as  soon 
as  the  Territory  becomes  a  State.  He  still  main- 
tained these  views. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  if  the  discussion  was  to 
continue,  he  thought  it  would  be  better  to  continue 
it  on  this  amendment.  He  was  not  now  prepared 
to  go  into  the  debate  himself;  but  if  no  other  Sen- 
ator was  now  prepared  to  go  on,  he  would  wish 
the  bill  to  go  over  until  to-morrow  morning,  when 
he  would  be  prepared  to  deliver  his  views. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  was  then  postponed  till  to- 
morrow. 

The  motion  submitted  on  Saturday  by  Mr. 
Atherton,  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  Mr. 
Yulke's  resolution  to  refer  the  naval  appropriation 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  was  taken 
up  and  agreed  to. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  following  bills  were  then  severally  consid- 
ered in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  read  a  third  lime 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Lawson. 

Bill  for  the  issuing  of  patents  in  certain  cases, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Bill  concerning  taking  official  oaths  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edna  Hickman,  wife  of 
Alexander  D.  Peck. 

The  bill  supplemental  to  an  act  passed  the  9th 
July,  1846,  entitled  "  An  act  to  retrocede  the  coun- 
ty of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to 
the  Slate  of  Virginia." 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Scott,  register 
of  the  land  office  at  Chilicolhe,  Ohio,  for  services 
connected  with  the  duties  of  his  office. 

SURVEY  OF  MOUTH  OF  RED  RIVER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  .TOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
provide  for  a  survey  of  the  mouth  of  Red  river,  in 
the  Slate  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 


table,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered. 

The  question  having  been  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Bright,  Butler,  Davis  of  IVlis- 
sissi|)|)i,  Dickinson,  Hamlin,  Houston.  Hunter,  Jolinson  of 
Georsia,  Lewis,  Mason,  Turney,  Westeott,  and  Yulee — 14. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atcliison,  Badger,  Bell,  Bradhuiy,Claike, 
Clayton,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dix,  Downs, 
Fetch,  Greene,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
Miller,  Niles,  Phelps,  Sehastian,  Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Un- 
derwood, and  Upham — 22. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  MASON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  joint  reso- 
lution, the  object  of  which  was  to  correct  an  error 
in  the  engrossment  of  a  bill  passed  some  time  since, 
for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Slaughter,  of  Wiscon- 
sin, which  consisted  in  the  substitution  of  the  word 
"  treasury"  for  "  territory,"  which  error  had  pre- 
vented the  settlement  of  the  claim  by  the  account- 
ing officers.  The  joint  resolution  was  read  three 
times  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business,  and, 
after  a  short  time,  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  June  27,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  leave  was 
granted  for  the  withdrawal  from  the  files  of  the 
House  of  the  petition  and  papers  of  Enoch  Bald- 
win. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STROHM,  leave  was  given 
to  withdraw  the  papers  in  the  case  of  Samuel 
Royer. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NEWALL, 

Resolved',  That  the  Oomniiuoe  on  Military  Affairs  be  di- 
rected to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  law 
approved  ."^pril  23,  180?,  appropriating  annually  *200,000  for 
arming  the  whole  militia  of  the  United  Slates  and  Territo- 
ries, so  as  to  increase  the  same  to  an  amount  equal  to  the 
present  wants  of  the  country,  and  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York,  asked  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  the  mileage 
of  Senators  and"  Representatives  in  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  of  which  he  had  given  pre- 
vious notice. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  objected  to  the  reception 
of  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  HAMPTON,  of  Penn.r 

Resolved,  That  George  Cochran  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  papers  from  the  files  of  this  House  relating  to  his  claim 
against  the  United  States. 

Mr.  S.  LAWRENCE  asked  and  obtained  leave 
to  introduce  a  bill,  of  which  previous  notice  had 
been  given,  to  revive  and  amend  the  act  entitled 
"  An  act  granting  bounties  in  land  and  extra  pay 
to  certain  Canadian  volunteers,' '  approved  March  5, 
1816. 

Mr.  McILVAINE,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  or- 
ganization of  an  Indian  territory  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  EMBREE  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill, 
of  which  previous  notice  had  been  given,  granting 
to  the  State  of  Indiana  the  right  of  way  and  a  do- 
nation of  public  land  for  making  a  railroad  from 
New  Albany  to  the  Wabash  river,  opposite  Mount 
Carmel.  Read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HILLIARD,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  was  discharged  from  the  bill  of  the 
House  to  change  the  place  of  holding  the  district 
court  for  the  middle  district  of  Alabama,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KAUFMAN,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  was  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill 
giving  the  consent  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  the  State  of  Texas  to  extend  her  eastern 
boundary  so  as  to  include  within  her  limits  one- 
half  of  Sabine  Pass, Sabine  Lake, and  Sabine  river, 
as  far  north  as  the  .'J2d  degi-ce  of  north  latitude. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
bill,  when  the  same  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed; 
and  being  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  bona  fide  settlers  under  the  act  for  the 
armed  occupation  and  settlement  of  a  part  of  the 
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Territory  of  Florida,  reported  the  same  back  to 
the  House  without  amendment. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time,  and  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representi^tives, 
acknowtedffing  the  receipt  of  certain  books  ad- 
dressed "  To  the  Chamber  of  Deputies  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  Washington." 

The  Ijooks,  fifteen  in  number,  are  handsomely 
bound,  and  mostly  printed  in  the  Greek  language, 
and  are  presented  by  the  Government  of  Greece 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States. 

The  letter  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Library. 

THE  NATIONAL  FINANCES. 
Mr.  HUNT  calling  for  the  order  of  business — 
The  SPEAKER  announced  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  on  the  annual 
re)iort  and  statement  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  state  of  the  finances,  and  the  minority 
report  of  the  same  committee  on  the  same  subject, 
as  the  business  in  order. 

On  this  subject  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Conjiec- 
ticut,  addressed  the  House  in  a  speech  which  oc- 
cupied nearly  an  hour  in  its  delivery,  and  which 
will  be  given  in  the  Appendix. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATIONS. 
TheHouse,on  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Root,  of  Ohio,  in  the  chair,)  and 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
Government  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1849. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  resumed 
the  debate  this  morning,  and  finished  the  speech 
which  he  commenced  yesterday.  He  treated  largely 
on  the  novel  position  of  a  large  political  party  in 
this  country,  which,  when  free  institutions  were 
progressing  in  the  world,  was  making  a  retrograde 
movement,  by  the  abandonment  of  their  principles 
and  rallying  under  the  banner  of  a  military  chief- 
tain, whose  principles  were  concealed  from  public 
examination,  as  was  the  person  of  the  veiled 
prophet  from  the  gaze  of  his  worshippers.  His 
remarks  likewise  embraced  other  general  topics. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Massachusetts,  occupied 
his  hour  with  an  argument  on  the  subject  of  free 
territory  and  the  power  of  the  General  Government 
over  slavery  therein. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  read  a  writ- 
ten argument  on  the  same-subject. 

Mr.  BRADY  entered  upon  an  examination  of 
the  purposes  of  this  Administration  as  developed 
by  recently  published  documents  in  connection 
with  the  Fremont  court  martial,  which,  he  said, 
were  palpably  to  create  a  revolution  in  California 
by  meatis  of  American  officers  for  the  acquisition 
of  that  Territory.  He  also  discussed  some  posi- 
tions assumed  by  Mr.  Thompson,  his  colleague, 
in  relation  to  the  United  States  Bank  and  the 
ground  assumed  by  parties  thereon. 

[These  speeches  will  be  published  in  the  Appen- 
dix.] 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  next  obtained 
the  floor,  but  he  gave  way  to  a  motion  that  the 
committee  rise;  which  being  agreed  to,  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress. 

The  resolution  to  explain  an  act  passed  24th  of 
June,  1848,  entitled  "  An  act  for  therelief  of  Wil- 
liam B.  Slaughter,  late  Secretary  of  the  Territory 
of  Wiscon.sin,"  was  taken  up,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  gave  notice  that  at  an 
early  day  he  would  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  to 
surrender  to  the  State  of  Indiana  so  much  of  the 
Cumberland  road  as  lies  within  said  State. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina:  The  petition  of 
H.iratio  F"itch,  praying  to  have  certain  arrearages  of  pensions 
which  have  been  witiiheld  from  him  paid  over. 

By  Mr.  ABUOTT:  The  petition  of  Leonard  Woods  and 
sixty-one  others,  ofTicers  and  students  ot  'I'heolociral  Semi- 
nary of  Andovei,  Massachusetts,  praying  thai  ordinary  letter 
postage  he  reduced  to  two  cents,  ami  that  the  I'lanking  priv- 
ileije  now  enjoyed  by  metnhers  of  Con[;ress  he  commuted 
for  an  increa-je  of  pecuniary  compensation. 


By  Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  petition  of 
Henry  Bears. 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi:  The  petition  and 
accompanying  papers  of  Wyott  Eppes,  .asking  the  payment 
of  a  bill  of  cost  allowed  by  the  District  Judge  of  the  United 
States  for  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

By  Mr.  CHAPMAN:  Four  memorials  of  the  Hon.  Wm. 
Craiich,  Charles  Wilkes,  Joseph  H.  Bradley,  and  many 
other  citizens  of  Washington,  asking  an  appropriation  to 
remove  nuisances  from  the  public  grounds  in  the  city. 

By  Mr.  HUNT  :  The  petition  of  the  officers  and  students 
of  Geneva  College  in  favor  of  abolishing  the  franking  priv- 
ilege, and  reducing  letter  postage  to  a  uniform  rate  of  two 
cents.  a 

By  Mr.  LUMPKIN:  The  memorial  of  William  Y.Han- 
sell,  William  H.  Underwood,  and  the  representatives  of 
Samuel  Rockwell,  deceased,  attorneys  and  counsellors  for 
the  Cherokee  nation,  praying  that  Congress  do  make  provis- 
ion, by  law,  for  the  early  payment  ofthe  respective  claims, 
according  to  the  amounts  awarded  by  the  referees;  which 
award  was  made  under  the  authority  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  June  27,  1848. 


The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  communication  from  the  Committee  of 
Arrangement.'!,  addressed  to  the  Vice  President  and 
Senators,  inviting  them  to  attend  the  cereinony  of 
laying  the  corner-stone  of  the  Washington  Monu- 
ment on  the  4th  of  Jul  v  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON,  it  was  resolved 
that  the  Senate  do  attend  the  same. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  memorial  from  Miss  D. 
S.  Dix,  asking  an  appropriation  to  provide  for  the 
relief  and  support  of  the  indigent  insane  in  the  sev- 
eral States  of  the  Union.  In  presenting  the  jne- 
morial,  Mr.  D.  said: 

I  rise,  Mr.  President,  to  present  a  memorial  from 
Miss  Dix,  who  is  well  known  to  the  American  pub- 
lic for  her  disinterested  efforts  in  ameliorating  the 
condition  of  the  indigent  insane.  For  many  years 
her  time,  her  health,  and  her  pecuniary  means 
have  been  freely  spent  in  this  charitable  service. 
Through  herperseverence,and  through  the  impres- 
sion produced  by  the  information  which  she  has 
gathered,  institutions  have  been  reared  in  different 
parts  of  the  country.  The  wealthy  have  contrib- 
uted from  their  abundance,  and  States  laboring 
under  heavy  burdens  of  debt  have  heavily  taxed 
themselves  for  the  relief  of  a  class  which,  of  all 
others,  has  the  strongest  claim  to  our  sympathy 
and  support. 

The  memorialist  asks  that  a  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  may  be  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of 
affording  relief  and  support  to  this  ijinhappy  class 
in  each  State  of  the  Union.  Her  memorial  con- 
tains a  mass  of  interesting  and  instructive  inform- 
ation, derived  partly  from  public  sources,  and 
fotinded  partly  on  her  own  personal  observation; 
and  her  application  is  supported  by  reasonings 
and  facts  which  cannot  fail  to  make  a  strong  im- 
pression on  the  mind  and  the  feelings. 

It  is  due  to  her  to  say  that  she  comes  before  the 
Senate  with  the  greatest  reluctance,  but  that  she 
has  yielded  to  a  sense  of  duty,  which  has  over- 
ruled all  personal  considerations,  in  behalf  of  the 
cause  of  humanity,  which  she  pleads. 

I  will  read  to  the  Senate  a  very  few  passages 
from  the  closing  pages  ofthe  memorial. 

[Here  Mr.  D.  read  a  part  of  the  memorial.] 

I  ask,  Mr.  President,  that  this  memorial  may 
be  printed.  Its  object  is  purely  public,  and  its 
purpose  IS  coextensive  with  the  universality  of  the 
moral  disease  which  it  aims  to  relieve.  It  does 
not  concern  one  State  alone,  but  all.  And,  in  view 
ofthe  importance  of  the  subject,  I  also  ask  that  it 
may  be  referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Presiding  Officer  of  the  Senate. 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  the  Chair 
named  Messrs.  Dix,  Benton,  Bell,  Hannegan, 
and  Davis,  of  Massachusetts. 

On  motion,  five  thousand  extra  copies  of  the 
memorial  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  NILES  obtained  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  Senate  to  introduce  a  bill  to  set  apart  and  sell 
to  Asa  Whitney,  of  New  York,  a  portion  of  the 
public  lands,  to  enable  him  to  construct  a  railroad 
from  I^ake  Michigan  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

Mr.  N.  briefly  addressed  the  Senate  upon  the 
subject,  but  it  was  impossible  to  hear  him  in  the 
gallery.  Ffe  alluded  to  the  fact  of  the  numerous 
memorials  that  had  been  presented  from  individ- 
uals. State  Legislatures,  &.C.,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  which  cominittee 
had  not  as  yet  reported.  He  said,  he  had  thought 
it  due  to  the  general  expression  of  the  country  that 


some  action  should  be  taken  by  Congress  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  BREESE  defended  the  Comrnittee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  on  the  ground  of  the  magnitude  and 
importance  of  the  subject,  and  said  they  were  not 
prepared  to  report  a  bill;  but  that  a  report  had  been 
made  at  some  length  at  a  prior  session,  and  the 
committee  had  been  waiting  to  prepare  some  plan 
which  might  insure  success  to  the  undertaking. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  to  a  .select  committee, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  Chair,  when  the  following 
gentlemen  were  named:  Messrs.  Niles,  Corwin, 
Lewis,  Dix,  and  Felch. 

Mr.  BENTON  obtained  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Senate  to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the  naval  pension  of  John  McGarr;  which 
was  read  twice  and  referred. 

The  resolution  submitted  several  weeks  since  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  calling  on  the  Presi- 
dent for  the  names  of  such  military  officers  as  had 
been  appointed  by  the  President  and  not  yet  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate,  came  up  for  consideration; 
when — 

Mr.  JOHNSON  desired  that  it  might  lie  over. 
He  desired,  at  some  future  period,  to  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Allen,] 
he,  unfortunately,  not  being  present  when  they 
were  delivered. 

The  resolution  was  laid  over. 

The   resolution    submitted    yesterday   by   Mr. 
Westcott,  relative  to  the  claim  of  Jones  &  Bo- 
ker,  v/as  taken  up,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 
OREGON  BILL. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  a  Ter- 
ritorial Government  in  Oregon;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to;  and  Mr.  B.  alluded  to  the  fact  that  he 
had  at  an  early  day  moved  to  strike  out  the  twelfth 
section  of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  avoid  the  dis- 
cussion which  he  saw  was  likely  to  ensue;  but  it 
not  appearing  likely  to  be  the  case,  he  had  subse- 
quently withdrawn  the  motion.  It  had,  however, 
been  renewed  by  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Berrien,]  which  had  led  to  so  much  discussion. 
The  Senator  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  Davis]  had 
also  proposed  an  amendment,  which  involved  an- 
other question  of  equal  delicacy.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, he  felt  it  his  duly  to  lay  before  the 
Senate  an  amendment  which,  though  it  would  not 
satisfy  the  entire  country,  (for  there  were  some 
determined  not  to  be  satisfied,)  might  yet  restore 
peace  to  our  distracted  counsels  on  a  subject  which 
menaced  the  very  safety  of  the  Union.  The  amend- 
ment was  bottomed  on  the  Missouri  compromise. 

Mr.  B.  then  sent  to  the  Chair  the  following 
aiTiendment,  which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  TURNEY, 
was  ordered  to  be  printed: 

^iid  he  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  the  "Territories 
owned  by  the  United  States,  including  Oregon,  New  Mexi- 
co, and  (jpper  California,  which  lies  north  of  36°  30'  north 
latitude,  slavery  and  involuntary  servitude,  otherwise  than 
in  the  punishmentof  crimes  whereof  the  parlies  shall  have 
been  duly  convicted,  shall  he  and  is  hereby  forever  prohib- 
ited :  Provided,  always.  That  any  person  escaping  into  the 
same  whose  labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  State 
or  Territory  ofthe  Umted  States,  such  fugitive  may  he  law- 
fully reclaimed  and  conveyed  to  the  person  claiming  his  or 
her  labor  or  service  as  aforesaid. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  was  not  disposed  to  rest  under 
the  charge  of  having  been  the  means  of  bringing 
about  this  protracted  discussion.  The  twelfth  sec- 
tion was  put  in  the  bill  by  the  committee,  and  the 
Senator  froim  Indiana,  on  the  ground  of  a  spirit  to 
conciliate,  had  moved  to  strike  it  out.  If  he  had 
persevered,  the  vote  would  have  been  taken  silent- 
ly, and  no  discussion  have  ensued.  He  (Mr.  B.) 
had  made  the  same  motion,  in  the  same  spirit  and 
with  the  same  feelings,  and  had  expressed  at  the 
time  the  hope  that  there  might  be  no  debate;  and, 
in  manifestation  of  his  honesty  of  purpose,  had  not 
offered  a  word  in  support  of  the  motion,  content- 
ing hiinself  simply  with  demanding  the  yeas  and 
nays.  The  fault,  therefore,  must  lie  at  the  door  of 
the  Senator,  and  not  with  him.  He  concurred  en- 
tirely with  the  views  entertained  by  the  Senator 
from  Indiana,  and  felt  with  him  that  the  subject 
was  one  that  deeply  menaced  the  safety  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  hoped  he  was  not  understood  as 
meaning  to  censure  the  Senator  from  Georgia.  Pie 
certainly  had  no  such  intention. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  rose  and  Sfiid  the  slave  States 
asked  for  nothing.  They  were  willing  to  leave  the 
Territories  free  for  all  to  settle  there,  so  long  i\3 
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they  remained  Territories.  The  non-slaveholdins: 
Suites  desired  to  luive  a  monopoly  in  the  Territo- 
ries, to  exclude  slavery,  and  even  to  control  the 
States  after  they  have  ceased  to  be  Territories. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
embraced  the  southern  view  of  throwing  open  the 
Territories  to  all.  He  proposed  to  discuss  this 
great  question  calmly,  without  yielding  any  right 
which  the  South  ought  to  claim.  He  disclaimed 
party  and  sectional  influences.  He  regarded  this 
question  as  one  far  transcending  the  Presidential 
question.  He  would  discuss  the  subject  fairly  and 
calmly.  The  first  question  is,  have  the  non-slave- 
holding  Slates  the  power  claimed  by  them  in  the 
twelfth  section  ?  Where  do  they  get  the  power.' 
Slave  property  was  the  only  description  of  property 
recognized  by  the  Constitution,  and  if  we  disturb 
this  property,  it  is  a  denial  that  the  Constitution 
intended  there  should  be  an  equality  between  all 
the  States.  If  the  power  exists  at  all,  and  its  ori- 
gin cannot  be  found  anywhere  else,  it  must  be 
looked  for  in  the  constitutional  compact.  We  are 
told  that  this  Government  has  an  absolute  control 
over  the  Territories.  If  so,  he  admitted  that  this 
embraced  the  power  to  exclude  or  admit  slavery. 
But  where  was  the  power  to  be  found.'  He  denied 
that  it  was  to  be  found  in  the  clause  giving  Con- 
gress power  over  the  Territories,  as  asserted  by  the 
Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Dix.]  That  merely 
gave  power  over  the  land,  not  over  the  population. 
He  went  into  a  critical  examination  of  the  lang-uage 
of  the  clause,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it 
conferred  nothing  like  governmental  power.  He 
then  referred  to  the  clause  giving  Congress  power 
over  this  District  and  over  navy-yards  and  arsenals. 
If  the  Con.stitution  had  in  the  first  clause  given 
governmental  power  over  territory,  why  was  it 
necessary  to  introduce  another  clause,  giving  special 
legislation  over  the  Districtqf  Columbia,  and  navy- 
yards  and  arsenals.' 

Sovereignty,  so  far  as  this  District  is  concerned, 
i-emains  in  Maryland.  She  has,  by  her  cession, 
given  the  power  of  legislation  to  Congress,  but  the 
sovereignty  has  not  been  ceded.  He  contended, 
therefore,  that  the  Constitution  conferred  no  sov- 
ereignty in  the  United  States  in  relation  to  Terri- 
tories. He  relied  on  these  general  views  as  an- 
swering the  arguments  and  precedents  brought 
forward  by  the  Senator  from  New  York.  But  he 
would  glance  at  one  or  two  of  them. 

In  reference  to  the  first  act  quoted  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  York,  it  could  not  be  considered  as 
a  precedent,  because  the  old  Confederation  was  then 
in  the  arms  of  death.  He  went  into  a  historical 
view  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Convention  thereupon;  also  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  Congress  and  of  the  compromise  which 
.sulisequently  took  place.  The  South  had  faithfully 
fulfilled  her  part  of  the  compact.  He  was  sorry 
that  this  could  not  be  said  of  the  people  of  the 
northern  States,  except  Illinois,  whicli,  to  her 
honor,  had  remained  faithful.  Individuals  had  or- 
ganized themselves  into  a  power  to  control  slave 
property  in  Ohio. 

[Here  some  e.xplanations  took  place,  in  which 
Mr.  CORWIN  denied  that  there  was  any  law  or 
corporation  of  individuals  in  Ohio  which  interfered 
with  that  kind  of  property.] 

Mr.  C.  resumed,  with  a  declaration  that  no  charge 
could  be  made  against  the  South  of  any  violation 
of  the  compact.  He  quoted  the  language  of  Mr. 
Jeflferson  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Adams,  in  which  he 
staled  that  all  the  other  agitating  questions  of  the 
day  were  of  little  importance.  They  were  billows 
which  would  pass  under  the  ship,  but  the  Missouri 
question  was  a  breaker.  [He  sent  the  letter  ad- 
dressed by  Mr.  JefTerson  to  Senator  Holmes  to  the 
Secretary  to  be  read.]  In  the  face  of  such  senti- 
ments, the  name  of  Jefferson  is  used  as  a  basis  on 
which  to  build  up  an  opposite  policy.  Having  dis- 
posed of  all  the  precedents  which  had  been  brought 
forward,  he  would  now  come  to  the  question.  Has 
Congress  power  over  the  Territories.' 

He  admitted  that  Congress  has  power.  Whence 
was  it  acquired?  It  appertains  to  the  power  of 
acquiring  territory.  It  is  involved  in,  embraced 
in,  the  power  of  acquisition.  That  we  have  the 
right  of  acquiring  territory,  he  admitted.  It  be- 
longed to  the  war  power.  If  any  Senator  differed 
with  him  as  to  the  origin  of  the  power,  it  is  of  no 
consetpience.  But  it  is  the  sole  power  in  the  Ter- 
ritories. It  is  not  an  aljsf)lule  power.  It  does  not 
follow  that  liecause  Hbsolulc  jtowcr  is  exclusive 
power,  Iherefore  exclusive  pov/cr  is  absolute  power. 


The  power  of  Congress  is  not  absolute  in  the  Ter- 
ritories. It  is  limited.  We  are  trustees  to  admin- 
ister the  benefits  of  government  to  the  Territories. 
All  trust  powers  are  limited  by  the  nature  and 
object  of  the  trust.  To  whom  does  the  property 
belong.'  To  the  United  States.  Who  are  the 
United  States  ?  The  States  in  their  sovereign  and 
independent  character.  There  is  no  right  in  the 
Government  of  the  United  Slates  to  make  a  dis- 
crimination between  the  citizens  of  one  State  and 
those  of  another. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  Territories  had  the 
right  to  control  the  question.  He  denied  that  Ter- 
ritories had  any  more  possession  of  absolute  power 
over  the  subject  than  Congress  had.  If  neither 
Congress  nor  the  Territories  have  the  power  to  ex- 
clude slavery,  what  power  has.'  It  has  been  said, 
the  laws  of  nations.  He  went  into  a  close  investi- 
gation of  this  point  in  the  argument,  in  order  Jto 
prove  that  it  was  not  a  sustainable  one. 

He  had  thus  shown  that  the  non-slaveholding 

States  had  no  power  to  exclude  the  southern  States 

from  going  with  their  property  into  the  Territories. 

But  even  if  they  had  the  power,  could  they  right- 

j  fully  and  justly  exercise  it.'     He  put  the  question 

to  the  northern  Senators,  Can  you  justly,  right- 

I  fully,  intermeddle  with  the  subject.'    Can  you  ex- 

I  cluae  the  southern  States,  which  are  equally  part- 

I  ners  with  you  in  this  great  political  compact,  from 

passing  into  the  Territories.'     He  alluded   to  the 

fundamental  sources  from  which  the  rights  of  the 

southern    States   were   derived — the   purchase   of 

\  Louisiana,  of  the  Floridas,  and  of  the  discoveries 

of  Captain  Gray,  and  of  Lewis  and  Clarke.    They 

were  all  paid  for  out  of  a  common  fund.    In  private 

life  any  attempt  to  defraud  a  partner  would  be  met 

by  proper  execration.     And  would  not  the  same 

rule  apply  to   the  States  .'     Did  not  the  same  rule 

which  is  good  for  thirty  be  equally  good  for  thirty 

millions.' 

These  questions  go  to  the  heart,  not  to  the  head; 
and  if  they  are  decided  wrong,  they  are  a  proof  of 
malformation,  of  the  existence  of  prejudices  too 
deep  to  be  removed.  He  asked  the  Senators  from 
the  North  to  come  forward  and  show  their  regard 
to  the  South  by  voting  for  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi,  and  thus  admit  the 
South  to  a  participation  in  the  benefits  of  the  com- 
mon fund.  If  the  northern  Senators  refuse  this, 
they  have  wofuUy  degenerated.  The  question  was 
capable  of  settlement,  and,  although  the  Presiden- 
tial question  was  now  agitating  the  public  mind, 
he  did  not  see  that  this  should  prevent  it.  This 
is,  in  fact,  the  very  time  to  settle  it,  as  all  must 
now  feel  that  there  is  a  power  overriding  every 
other  question,  which  will  make  itself  felt.  The 
only  way  to  settle  the  question  is  to  leave  it  to  the 
country.  It  was  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that 
the  white  laborer  was  disgraced  in  the  South  by 
associating  with  slave  labor.  There  were  but  two 
kinds  of  labor  in  the  South  which  were  regarded 
as  disgraceful — that  of  a  body  servant,  or  a  domes- 
tic servant.  To  neither  of  tiiese  would  a  southern 
white  man  stoop;  and  he  hoped  the  time  would 
never  come  when  the  white  man  of  the  South 
would  brush  a  coat  or  clean  a  pair  of  boots.  The 
labor  of  every  white  man  in  every  other  respect 
was  highly  appreciated. 

He  feared  that  a  perseverance  in  wrong  would 
entirely  alienate  the  South.  He  commented  on 
the  phrase,  "  all  men  are  born  free  and  equal." 
He  considered  that  there  had  never  been  a  propo- 
sition of  such  dangerous  import,  or  which  had  been 
30  misunderstood,  or  been  productive  of  so  much 
evil.  Men  are  not  born — infants  are  born.  Infants 
are  not  born  free  and  equal;  (hey  are  subject  to 
their  parents.  He  denied  that  there  was  any  such 
phrase  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  although 
there  was  something  like  it.  "  All  men  are  created 
equal."  Men  are  not  created;  there  were  but  two 
created,  one  man  and  one  woman;  and  the  woman 
was  inferior  to  the  man.  Locke  and  Sidney  gave 
the  idea  "  all  men  are  free  in  a  state  of  nature.'' 
This  he  considered  as  a  hypothetical  truism.  He 
denied  that  man  ought  to  be  regarded  in  any  other 
than  a  political  character.  Thnt,  surely,  could 
not  be  natural  which  is  repugnant  to  our  feelings. 
There  are  rights  which  belong  to  man,  and  which 
may  be  called  natural,  and  these,  when  they  come 
in  conflict  with  political  rights,  assume  theascend- 
ency.  Civil  rights  he  regarded  as  the  hiirhest 
order  of  ri;;hls.  What  we  call  liberty  is  a  different 
thing  in  different  states  of  society.  It  is  neces.sary 
toinvestgovernmcntwithan  extraordinary  amount 


of  power  for  its  own  preservation.  Instead  of  every 
man  liaving  a  right  to  equal  liberty,  nothing  can 
be  more  unequal  than  the  quantum  of  liberty 
assigned  to  every  individual.  He  regarded  the 
axiom  that  all  men  are  free  and  equal,  as  producing 
disastrous  effects  abroad  at  this  moment,  and  as 
likely  to  plunge  Europe  in  a  state  of  hopeless  an- 
archy,wliich  would  terminate  in  military  despo- 
tism. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  regarded  the  points  made  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  as  of  so  much 
importance  as  to  require  some  consideration.  He 
therefore  moved  that  by  common  consent  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  should  be  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HALE  made  an  effort  to  convict  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  of  an  error  as  to  the  votes 
by  which  the  Missouri  compromise  had  been  forced 
on  the  country,  but  it  was  suggested  that  he  had 
taken  up  the  wrong  question  for  his  illustration,      y 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  then 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

THE  POST  OFFICE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  Post  Ofiice  Department  for 
the  year  endine"  30th  .Tune,  1849. 

The  bill  having  been  amended  on  motion  of  Mr. 
BERRIEN— 

Mr.  BADGER  moved  further  to  amend  it  by 
adding  the  joint  resolution  which  had  passed  the 
Senate  in  relation  to  restoring  the  great  southern 
mail  to  its  legitimate  route,  via  Aquia  Creek  and 
Fredericksburg. 

On  this  motion  a  long  debate  ensued,  when  the 
question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided 
in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mi'ssrs.  Badger,  B(>rrien,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Cor- 
vviii,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Greene,  Houston,  Jolyison  of 
Marylaiuf,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Miller,  Rusk,  Spruance, 
and  Underwood — 14. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Benton,  Bor- 
iand,  Bradbury,  Breese,  Bright,  Calhoun,  Cameron,  Davis  of 
Mississippi,  liickinson,  Dix,  Dawns,  Felch,  Foote,  Hamlin, 
Hannegan,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Niles,  Phelps,  Stur- 
geon, Turney,  Westcott,  and  Yulee — 27. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUSK,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business,  and, 
after  a  short  time,  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  Junt  28,  1848. 
TheJournalof  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  asked  the 
general  consent  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  this  House  the  amount  of  extra 
compen.sation  paid  to  Lewis  Cass,  over  and  above  hi«  regular 
and  fixed  salary,  whilst  in  the  service  of  th»'  United  States. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  objected,  unless  the 
resolution  was  so  modified  as  to  include  also  all 
moneys  paid  General  Taylor  since  his  entrance 
into  the  service  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  the  gentleman  fi-om  Ten- 
nessee could  move  to  amend  the  resolution. 

Mr.  JONES  declined  to  move  to  amend  the  res- 
olution. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  that,  for  the  sake  of  pleas- 
ing gentlemen,  he  would  accept  the  amendment,  so 
as  to  call  "for  all  the  extra  pay  allowed  General 
Taylor  since  his  entrance  into  the  service  of  the 
United  Slates." 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  wanted  the  resolu- 
tion so  modified  as  to  call  for  a  statement  of  all 
money  paid  Genei-al  Taylor  since  he  entered  the 
sei'vice  of  the  Government. 

Much  confusion  here  pievailed. 

Mr.  STEWART  modified  his  resolution  by 
adding  to  it  the  following: 

And  also  the  amount  of  extra  compensation  paid  to 
Zachary  Taylor, over  and  above  his  regular  and  fixed  salary, 
whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  and  the  said 
slaleinent  shall  include  also  the  whole  amount  of  money 
paid  lo  each. 

Mr.  SIMS  objected  to  Uie  reception  of  the  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  STEWART  gave  notice  that  he  would  re- 
new his  motion  on  Monday;  and,  if  objection 
were  then  made,  he  would  move  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  for  the  purpo.se  of  obtaining  an  opportu- 
nity to  ofTcr  the  resolution. 


1S48. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


877 


Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  had  pre- 
pared a  resohition,  to  which  he  hoped  no  objection 
would  be  interposed.     It  was  read,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  'J'hat  the  President  he  requested  to  cause  to  be 
furnished  to  this  House  a  statement  of  all  the  moneys  re- 
spectively received  from  the  treasury  by  General  Lewis 
Cass  and  General  Zachary  Taylor,  for  regular  and  extra  ser- 
vices, from  their  first  entrance  into  the  jiublic  service  to  the 
present  time,  designating  the  service  for  which  each  sum 
was  paid. 

Mr.  WICK  sug:gested  to  Mr.  Jones  to  include 
all  moneys  paid  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  requested  Mr.  Jonks  to  mod- 
ify his  resolution   by  adding  the  words,  "  desig- 
nating extra  froin  regular  pay." 
_  Mr.  DUNCAN,  oY  Ohio,  objecting,  the  resolu- 
tion was  not  received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STANTON,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  collection 
district  in  that  part  of  Tennessee  which  borders  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  with  a  port  of  entry  at  Memphis,  and  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MEADE,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Postmaster  General  communicate  to 
this  House,  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  a  statement 
showing  the  expenditures  and  receipts  on  account  of  the 
mail,  in  each  State  and  Territory  of  this  Union,  for  the  last 
ten  years,  including  the  present  fiscal  year. 

Mr.  McILVAINE  asked  leave  to  offer  a  reso- 
lution directing  the  Committee  on  Printing  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  printing  ten  thousand 
copies  extra  of  the  report  accompanying  the  bill 
to  organize  an  Indian  Territory  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river.     Objected  to. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  moved  that  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  authorizing  and  directing  the  renewal  of 
the  contract  for  carrying  the  southern  mail  be  taken 
up. 
-     Mr.  HUNT  called  for  the  order  of  business. 

THE  NATIONAL  FINANCES. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  made  by  Mr.  Strohm  on  the  31st  of  May 
last,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures, 
on  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  finances. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  to  the  last  resolution 
reported  by  the  committee,  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  to  "  inquire  into  the  expediency 
'  of  printing  ten  thousand  copies  extra  of  the  report 
'  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  Qjn  the 
'  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,"  by 
adding  the  following:  "And  also  ten  thousand 
'  copies  of  the  views  or  report  of  the  minority  of 
•  said  committee  upon  the  same  subject,  to  be 
'printed  with  the  report  of  the  majority,"  upon 
which  amendment  the  previous  question  was  moved 
yesterday — 

The  House  refused  to  second  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question:  Ayes  75,  noes  86. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia;  and 
being  put,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  the 
following,  to  come  in  after  the  first  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  be 
instructed  to  make  a  thorough  examination  into  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  especially  in  relation 
to  the  treasury  notes  and  loans  under  the  acts  of  July  2-2d, 
1846,  and  January  28lh,  1847,  and  that  said  eommiltee  have 
leave  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  employ  a  clerk 
at  the  usual  compensation. 

Mr.  R.  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  subiriitted  the  point  of 
order  that  the  resolution  was  not  germane  to  any 
of  the  resolutions  reported  by  the  committee,  and 
therefore  could  not  be  received  as  an  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  it  was  germane  to 
the  report  of  the  committee,  for  that  was  upon  the 
state  of  the  Treasury  Department,  and  it  would 
be  in  order  if  no  resolutions  had  been  reported. 

Mr.  COBB  insisted  that  the  resolutions  alone 
had  been  reported  for  the  action  of  the  House;  that 
the  previous  question,'  if  sustained,  would  bring 
the  House  to  a  direct  vote  upon  the  resolutions, 
and  that  no  proposition  to  amend  which  was  not 
germane  to  the  resolutions  was  in  order. 

The  SPEAKER  adhered  to  his  decision,  and 
overruled  thf;  point  of  order. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  suggested 
that  the  friends  of  the  Secretary  should  make  no 
opposition  to  this  measure.  They  need  feel  no 
apprehensions  at  an  investigation  being  made. 

The  SPEAKER  renninded  the  gentleman  that 
debate  was  not  in  order,  the  previous  question  hav- 
ing been  moved. 


Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  (in  his  seat,  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Holmes.)  We  feel  no  apprehensions  what- 
ever. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and, 
under  the  operation  thereof,  Mr.  Rockwell's  res- 
olution was  agreed  to — yeas  137,  nays  37. 

The  resolutions  reported  by  the  committee,  as 
thus  amended,  were  then  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas, 

Resolved,  That  the  Serjeant-at-Arms  is  hereby  authorized 
topaytoC.  W.  Deane,  administrator  of  the  estate  of  A.  Yell, 
deceased,  the  amount  of  per  diem  and  mileage  which  shall, 
upon  examination,  be  found  to  have  been  due  said  Yell  asa 
member  of  the  99th  Congress. 

Mr.  G.  W.  JONES,  at  a  subsequent  part  of  the 
day,  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which 
this  resolution  was  passed.  He  explained  that  the 
resolution  proposed  to  pay  the  balance  of  the  per 
diem  and  mileage  of  the  late  Archibald  Yell  to  his 
administrator,  directing  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  of 
this  House  to  pay  the  same.  Now,  the  money  in 
the  hands  of  the  Sefgeant-at-Arms  was  placed 
there  under  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  members 
of  the  30th  Congress,  whereas  the  late  Mr.  Yell 
was  a  member  of  the  29th  Congress.  He  would 
therefore  suggest  a  doubt  whether  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  could  divert  an  appropriation  in  his  hands 
for  other  purposes  than  those  for  which  the  ap- 
propriation was  made.  Having  made  this  expla- 
nation, he  withdrew  the  motion  to  reconsider,  and 
suggested  to  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  [Mr. 
Johnson]  that  he  should  endeavor  to  get  the  pay- 
ment from  the  contingent  fund. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  asked  the  House 
to  permit  the  resolution  to  be  so  modified  as  to  di- 
rect the  payment  from  the  contingent  fund. 

The  modification  was  made  by  general  consent. 

Mr.  CABELL  called  up  the  motion  made  by 
Mr.  White  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  was 
passed  the  resolution  to  close  the  debate  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on 
Monday  next  on  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1849,  with  a 
view  of  offering  a  resolution  to  close  the  debate  to- 
morrow (Thursday)  at  two  o'clock. 

Mr.  C.  remarked  that  everything  was  in  order  in 
this  discussion,  except  the  merits  of  the  bill  itself, 
and  under  the  five  minutes  rule  the  debate  would 
be  confined  to  the  amendments  and  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  lay  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  on  the  table.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  asked  the  House  to  take 
up  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  Gas- 
Light  Company,  which  was  reported  on  Friday 
last  from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  with  an 
amendment.  Unless  it  were  now  done,  (Mr.  T. 
said,)  great  inconvenience  would  be  sustained, 
inasmuch  as  the  company's  operations  would  ex- 
pire in  the  course  of  two  or  three  days. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up,  and  the  amendment 
was  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  — .  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  nothing  in  this  act 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  authorize  the  said  Washing- 
ton Gas-Light  Company  to  make,  issue,  or  put  in  circulation 
any  bill,  draft,  check,  order,  promissory  note,  change-ticket, 
or  anything  else  promising  or  agreeing  to  pay  money,  in- 
tended to  circulate  as  money,  or  the  tendency  of  which  shall 
be  to  circulate  as  money  or  currency  ;  and  the  violation  of 
anyone  of  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  a  forfeiture 
of  the  charter  herein  granted,  and  a  fine  offifty  dollars  against 
each  of  the  directors  voting  for  the  same. 

Sec.  — .  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  each  of  the  stock- 
holders in  the  Washington  Gas-LightCompanyshall  beheld 
liable  in  his  or  her  individual  capacity  for  all  the  debts  and 
liabilities  before  the  court  or  tribunal  having  jurisdiction  of 
the  case. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  said  the  design  of 
the  amendment  was  to  prevent  the  company  exer- 
cising banking  powers,  and  to  make  each  individ- 
ual stockholder  liable  for  its  obligations.  It  was 
an  amendment  which  he  believed  would  be  satis- 
factory to  the  company. 

Mr.  HENLEY  explained  that  the  bill  had  been 
modified,  and  that  it  now  contained  such  a  pro- 
vision as  that  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee referred. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time; 
and  being  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MEADE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  be  discharged  t'rom  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  of  the  House  to  change  the  times  for  holding  the  dis- 
trict courts  o I  the  United  States  in  the  western  district  of 
Virginia,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  that  the  same  be  put 
upon  its  passage. 


The  bill  was  then  read,  and  the  question  recurred 
on  the  engrossment  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  believed  that  the  bill  pro- 
posed to  increase  the  salary  of  the  judge  of  the 
western  district  of  Virginia  from  f^l,6bO  to  $2,500. 
He  moved,  therefore,  to  reduce  that  sum  to  jpl,600. 
That  was  the  salary  paid  to  the  judge  of  Ohio  who 
transacted  the  business  of  a  population  of  two  mil- 
lions of  people;  and,  in  short,  there  was  no  judge 
in  any  of  the  States  west  of  the  mountains — Indi- 
ana, Illinois,  or  Missouri — whose  salary  exceeded 
|1,600,  and  he  could  not  see  why  the  judge  of  the 
western  district  of  Virginia  should  receive  more 
than  a  judge  of  Ohio  who  presided  over  two  mil- 
lions of  people. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennes.see,  said  they  had  but 
one  judge  in  Tennessee,  and  he  held  his  courts  at 
three  different  places,  receiving  a  salary  of  $1,500 
a  year.  He  moved  to  strike  out  the  third  section 
of  this  bill,  or  that  which  proposed  the  payment  of 
a  salary  of  $2,500. 

Mr.  MEADE  hoped  the  House  would  indulge 
him  in  a  few  remarks,  and  he  thought  he  could 
prove  the  justice  of  this  provision.  The  judge  of 
the  western  district  of  Virginia  in  the  course  of 
a  year  travelled  two  thousand  two  hundred  and 
eighty  miles  on  horseback,  over  a  rough  country, 
and  his  salary  was  $1,800  in  1819,  when  he  had 
but  six  courts  to  hold  and  one  thousand  miles  to 
travel.  His  duties,  too,  had  increased  since  that 
time,  from  time  to  time,  until  now  he  has  eleven 
courts,  and  is  employed  six  months  of  every  year 
in  discharging  his  duties  of  a  judge.  In  addition, 
too,  he  pays  his  own  expenses,  for  he  has  no  mile- 
age allowed  him.  Of  those  expenses  the  present 
judge  had  kept  an  accurate  account,  and  he  found 
that  they  amounted  to  $400  per  annum,  reducing 
his  salary  to  $1,200,  for  doing  more  business  than 
was  done  in  any  other  district  court  of  the  United 
States.  The  criminal  docket  of  two  courts  con- 
tains froin  eighty  to  one  hundred  cases  per  an- 
num. Now,  he  submitted  to  the  House  if  the  sum 
of  $1,200  was  sufficient  for  a  judge  who  held  eleven 
courts  a  year,  who  was  employed  six  months  out 
of  twelve  in  holding  them,  and  who  travelled  two 
thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty  miles  on  horse- 
back, in  travelling  from  one  court  to  another.  The 
judge  of  this  district  had  appeared  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  and  stated  the  nature  of  the 
duties  he  had  to  perform,  and  the  committee  unani- 
mously recommended  this  increase  of  his  salary. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York,  interposed  to  say, 
that  he  was  a  member  of  the  committee  referred 
to,  and  he  was  opposed  to  the  increase  of  the  sal- 
ary of  this  judge. 

Mr.  MEADE  said,  probably  the  gentleman  was 
not  present  at  the  time  the  vote  was  taken,  and 
therefore  he  could  not  know  what  that  gentleman's 
opinions  were.  But  at  the  time  the  bill  was  passed 
upon  in  committee  he  heard  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  thought  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  [Mr.  Meade]  was  perfectly  correct.  The 
action  of  the  committee  was  unanimous.  He  was 
present  himself,  and  he  thought  the  gentleman 
frorn  New  York  was  not. present  when  the  final 
action  was  taken.  He  begged  further  to  say,  that 
the  committee  examined  the  case  accurately  and 
thoroughly,  and,  as  far  as  he  understood,  they 
were  unanimously  in  favor  of  increasing  this  saN 
ary. 

Mr.  MEADE  did  not  believe  there  were  thirty 
votes  here  to  be  found  that  would  be  against  it  if 
they  were  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case.  He  then  reiterated  the  distance  the  judge 
had  to  travel,  the  salary  he  received,  and  the  amount 
of  business  iie  had  to  transact;  and  then  called  the 
attention  of  the  Hou.se  to  the  fact,  that  a  judge  who 
resided  in  the  city  of  Boston  received  $2,500,  who 
had  no  travel  at  all.  He  enumerated  a  list  of  other 
judges  who  received  $2,000,  $2,500,  $1,800,  and 
even  $3,000,  some  of  whom  had  but  a  few  hundred 
miles  to  travel  by  steamboat.  He  was  also  under- 
stood to  say  that  there  was  another  district  judge 
in  Virginia  who  received  $1,800,  who  held  but  two 
courts  a  year,  and  travelled  150  miles  by  steam- 
boat. That  judge  had  not  more  than  one-tenth 
part  of  the  labor  performed  by  the  judge  ot  the 
western  district  of  Virffinia.  If  gentleitien  would 
take  the  trouble  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances 
of  this  case,  they  would  find  that  this  was  one  of 
the  most  important  Federal  districts,  and  one  of  the 
most  arduous,  it  was  the  most  difficult  to  travel  over, 
and  he  ventured  further  to  say,  that  no  jud2:e  could 
hereafter  be  got  to  perform  the  duties  of  tliat  dis^ 
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trict  unless  the  salary  should  be  increased.  The 
present  judge  had  been  induced  to  accept  the  judge- 
ship, because  he  was  assured  by  the  judge  who 
preceded  liini — Judge  Pentiybacker,  who  left  the 
disii'ict  to  take  a  seat  in  tlie  iTnited  States  Senate — 
that  lie  would  introduce  a  bill  to  increase  the  sala- 
ry; and  if  it  were  not  done,  Judge  Brockenbrough 
must  resign  his  office  from  sheer  necessity,  and  no 
man  wlio  was  fit  to  discharge  the  duties  would  ac- 
cept the  salary.  He  hoped  the  House  would  allow 
this  bill  to  pass. 

Mr.  VINTON  begged  permission  to  make  a 
slight  correction  of  the  remarks  he  made  a  few 
minutes  ago  in  relation  to  tlie  remuneration  of  the 
judges  of  Ohio  and  of  the  western  States.  They 
received  but  ;J1,50(),  and  not  ^1,600,  and  for  per- 
forming the  duties  of  an  entire  Stale;  whereas,  in 
Virginia,  there  were  two  district  judges,  each  re- 
ceiving a  large  salary.  He  knew  that  in  Virginia 
the  expenses  of  the  judges  were  not  extravagant. 
The  people  in  the  western  district  were  a  simple 
people;  their  modes  of  livi^ng  were  not  expensive. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  said  the  judges  trav- 
elled round  theirdistricts,  butlhat,hesupposed,  was 
a  matter  for  their  own  convenience.  The  judge  of 
Ohio  held  his  court  at  but  one  place,  and  the  people 
engaged  in  litigation  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  were  required  to  go  to  the  seat  of  government 
of  that  State.  It  misht  bea  matter  of  convenience  to 
the  people  of  Virginia  that  the  judge  should  travel 
round,  but  it  was  no  reason  why  this  Government 
should  pay  more  to  a  judge  in  western  Virginia 
than  to  the  one  who  held  his  court  at  Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Mr.  -MEADE  inquired  how  many  days  that 
judge  sat .'' 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  could  not  tell,  but  he  saw 
from  the  roll  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Slates,  that  there  was  three  times  as  much  busi- 
ness there  from  the  State  of  Ohio  in  the  last  few 
years,  as  from  all  the  State  of  Virginia.  He  had 
no  objection  to  the  jndije  of  the  western  district  of 
Virginia  receiving  !(J2,500  a  year,  but  he  was  for 
even-handed  justice,  and  he  should  ask  that  the 
salary  of  the  judge  of  Ohio  should  be  increased 
also. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  thought  that  what  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  had  said  was  conclusive  evidence  that 
the  judge  of  Ohio  got  more  than  he  was  entitled 
10,  but  it  was  not  evidence  that  the  judges  of  Vir- 
ginia got  enough. 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  the  judge  of  Ohio  was  for- 
merly a  member  of  this  House;  and  he  had  seen 
gentlemen  from  Virginia  here  who  were  not  more 
intelligent  than  he  is. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  had  no  doubt  there  were  gentle- 
men here  from  Ohio,  near  the  line  of  the  State  of 
Virginia,  who  were,  perhaps,  not  as  intelligent  as 
that  judge.  He  had  no  intention  to  reflect  on  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vinton.]  He  had 
only  risen  to  say,  that  this  Government  should 
give  salaries  commensurate  with  the  duties  and  the 
position  of  its  ofliccrs.  If  not,  they  would  drive 
men  of  talent  to  the  State  courts,  and  they  would 
not  be  able  to  get  a  man  of  even  moderate  abili- 
ties to  preside  in  the  Federal  courts.  He  bestowed 
a  flattering  eulogy  on  Judge  Brockenbrough,  and 
called  upon  the  House  to  reject  the  motion  to  strike 
out. 

Mr.  DICKEY  moved  the  previous  question,  and 
there  was  a  second. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  third  section  was 
acjreed  to,  by  yeas  and  nays;  the  vote  beine — yeas 
117,  nays  40. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
thiid  rendinir. 

Mr.  ME.\DE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  or- 
dering the  engrossment  of  the  bill,  with  a  viesv  to 
move  its  recommitment  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  the  bill 
as  to  fix  the  salary  of  the  judge  at  two  thousand 
dollars. 

Mr.  MEADE  again  stated  the  large  amount  of 
labor  to  be  performed  by  the  judge,  llie  extent  of 
country  over  which  he  had  to  travel,  the  number 
to  of  the  population,  the  number  of  courts  he  hud 
hold,  and  the  very  great  amount  of  travel  he  had 
to  perform  on  horseback,  &c,;  and  expressed  an 
earne«t  hope  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  would 
prevail. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  said,  lie  felt  unwilling  to  be 
cither  unjust  or  ungenerous,  and  he  wanted  to  un- 
derstand the  real  case  of  this  judicial  oflicer.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had 'stated  that  he  had  to 


hold  eleven  courts.  Now,  everybody  knew  that 
it  was  not  the  habit  of  the  district  judges  of  the 
United  States  in  other  States  to  hold  anything  like 
that  number  of  courts;  and  he  therefore  took  it  for 
granted  that  this  must  happen  under  a  peculiar 
law,  which  required  that  large  number  of  courts  to 
be  holden  every  year;  and  these  laws,  he  further 
supposed,  were  passed  at  the  request  of  the  people 
of  that  judicial  district.  It  came,  then,  to  this: 
that  the  people  in  the  western  district  of  Virginia 
had  got  eleven  courts  to  be  held  among  them  in 
one  year,  for  their  own  accommodation;  and  being 
thus  better  accommodated  than  their  neighbors 
elsewhere,  they  wanted  their  judge  to  be  a  little 
better  paid.  In  Illinois,  there  had  been,  until  the 
present  season,  but  one  district  court  held  in  the 
year.  There  were  now  to  be  two.  Could  it  be 
that  the  western  district  of  Virginia  furnished  more 
business  for  a  judge  than  the  whole  State  of  Illi- 
nois? 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  advocated  the  motion 
to  reconsider  at  some  length  and  with  much  ear- 
nestness. He  referred  to  the  law  of  Virginia, 
which  imposed  an  immense  amount  of  business 
on  the  judge  of  the  western  district  of  Virginia. 
Mr.  I.  had  travelled  through  a  number  of  the 
States  the  last  season;  but  in  his  whole  journey 
he  encountered  no  such  roads  as  those  over  which 
this  unfortunate  gentleman  was  destined  to  travel 
280  miles  every  year.  He  held  eleven  courts,  and 
received  but  ^1,600,  a  sum  greatly  reduced,  too, 
by  his  travelling  expenses,  for  he  was  allowed  no 
mileage.  It  was  said  that  this  was  attributed  to 
the  law.  If  the  law  was  wrong,  correct  it;  but  as 
long  as  the  law  remained  which  exacted  this  enor- 
mous amount  of  service,  let  the  compensation  be 
in  some  fair  proportion  to  the  labor  rendered.  It 
was  said  that  in  all  Illinois  there  had  been  but  one 
district  court  held  in  a  year.  If  a  similar  rule 
should  be  enforced  in  Western  Virginia,  it  would 
amount  to  a  delay,  and  almost  to  a  denial,  of  jus- 
tice. The  people  might  break  their  necks  in  try- 
ing to  get  to  the  court,  and  after  all  fail.  Our  only 
sovereign,  under  the  people,  was  the  law:  and  the 
ministers  of  the  law  were  justly  entitled  to  an 
adequate  compensation  in  proportion  to  the  ser- 
vices discharged.  In  England,  not  only  did  judges 
receive  a  liberal  allowance  while  they  continued 
in  ofiice,  but  when,  owing  to  length  of  service  and 
the  infirmities  of  age,  they  were  obliged  to  retire, 
the  law  provided  for  them  an  ample  honorary 
pension  during  the  residue  of  their  days.  The 
duties  of  this  bench  were  suflicient  to  break  down 
a  constitution  of  iron.  As  an  instance  of  this,  he 
referred  to  the  case  of  Judge  Kennedy,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who,  when  he  entered  on  judicial  duty, 
was,  as  he  said,  "able  to  handle  any  man  in 
Pennsylvania;"  but  the  course  of  his  duties  on 
the  bench  ultimately  prostrated  his  large  and  pow- 
erful frame,  and  brought  him  to  a  premature 
grave.  He  referred  to  the  salaries  allowed  in  his 
own  State  and  some  others,  and  warmly  pressed 
an  increase  of  the  allowance  for  the  bench  of 
Western  Virginia. 

A  statement  was  now  sent  to  the  clerk's  table 
to  be  read,  exhibiting  the  comparative  amount  of 
travel,  courts  held,  and  distance  travelled  by  all 
the  district  judges  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  VINTON  did  not  know  how  correct  that 
taljle  might  be  as  to  the  amount  of  travel;  but  he 
knew,  that  so  far  as  Ohio  was  concerned,  it  was 
incorrect.  A  judge  residing  in  Steubenville,  and 
required  to  hold  his  court  in  Columbus,  was  set 
down  as  having  no  travel  to  perform.  How  he 
got  from  the  one  city  to  the  other  without  travel- 
ing, Mr.  V.  did  not  pretend  to  understand.  He 
was  satisfied  there  were  many  of  our  judges  who 
did  not  receive  as  much  as  in  justice  they  ought  to 
have;  but  Mr.  V.  was  in  favor  of  a  general  revis- 
ion and  due  apportionment  of  salary,  according  to 
the  service  respectively  rendered. 

He  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
upon  the  table.  The  motion  prevailed;  and  the 
bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON, 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Root,  of  Ohio,  in  the 
chair,)  and  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expen- 
ses of  Government  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1H49. 
Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  addressed 


the  committee  during  his  hour,  basing  his  remarka 
upon  the  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  Charleston 
for  an  appropriation  of  ;^100,000  for  the  purchase 
of  a  site  and  the  erection  of  a  custom-house  in  that 
city,  and  (notwithstanding  the  favorable  report  of 
the  engineer  in  charge)  the  hostility  of  the  Presi- 
dent thereto,  which  he  ascribed  to  the  general  hos- 
tility of  the  Executive  to  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina on  account  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  thwarting  his 
efTorts  on  the  Oregon  question,  and  saving  us  from 
a  war  with  England.  He  related  some  interesting 
facts  connected  with  Mr.  Calhoun's  course  in  op- 
position to  54°  40',  and  ascribed  to  him  the  credit 
of  having  turned  back  the  current  of  public  opin- 
ion, lashed  into  fury  by  the  President's  extreme 
claim  to  that  territory,  and  having  preserved  peace. 
tie  touched  incidentally  upon  the  Mexican  wai', 
and  expressed  the  opinion  that  it  was  got  into  and 
precipitated  by  the  rashness  of  the  President. 
While  we  were  in  the  war,  he  had  never  disputed 
about  its  propriety,  necessity,  and  expediency, 
but  had  reserved  this  expression  of  his  opinion 
until  we  were  out  of  it.  In  closing,  he  paid  an 
eloquent  tribute  to  General  Taylor,  in  his  military, 
civil,  and  social  character,  and  proclaimed  his  in- 
tention to  support  him  for  the  Presidency. 

Mr.  SIMS  replied  with  much  warmth,  and  vin- 
dicated the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  against  the 
charges  made  in  relation  to  a  custom-house  at 
Charleston,  and  the  Executive  against  an  imputa- 
tion of  partiality  to  one  State  above  another. 

[These  .<?peeches  will  appear  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  WOODWARD  said,  he  did  not  rise  for  the 
purpose  of  entering  into  this  debate,  but  to  niake 
some  explanation  personal  to  himself.  Having 
voted  with  his  colleague  [Mr.  Sims]  on  the  propo- 
sition to  increase  the  appropriation  for  the  repair 
of  Fort  Moultrie,  he  could  not  avoid  taking  to 
himself  the  censure  pronounced  by  his  colleague 
[Mr,  Holmes]  against  his  colleague  [Mr.  Sims.] 

Mr.  W.  said  the  department  had  indicated  the 
sum  necessary  for  the  work,  and  the  proper  com- 
mittee had,  upon  consideration,  recommended  that 
sum  as  suflicient.  He  thought  proper  to  be  gov- 
erned by  the  recommendation  of  those  in  whose 
charge  the  law  had  placed  such  matters.  He  had 
no  other  reliable  source  of  information.  It  would 
not  be  safe,  as  a  rule  of  conduct  here,  to  look  to  any 
less  responsible  source.  True,  his  colleague,  [Mr. 
Holmes,]  a  little  before  the  vote  was  taken,  had 
informed  him  that  some  engineer  had  reported  an 
additional  sum  to  be  requisite;  and  although  he 
(Mr.  W.)  felt  all  becoming  respect  for  the  opin- 
ions of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Holmes,]  and  those  of 
any  engineer  he  might  recommend  as  worthy  of 
confidence,  he  yet  concluded  it  would  be  a  more 
warrantable  course  to  look  to  the  department  and 
the  committee  for  information,  though  he  con- 
fessed his  mind  did  somewhat  hesitate. 

But  there  was  a  great  mistake  in  supposing  these 
appropriations  were  for  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina, or  for  the  people  of  Charleston.  They  were 
for  the  public  works  of  the  Government.  Charles- 
ton is  not  the  proprietor  of  Fort  Moultrie,  or  of 
the  custom-house  in  that  city.  The  United  States 
have  a  fort  near  Charleston,  and  a  custom-house 
in  Charleston;  but  appropriations  for  these  struc- 
tures are  not,  therefore,  to  be  called  appropriations 
for  South  Carolina.  These  works  are  the  property 
of  this  Government,  and  within  its  )urisdic.lion. 

He  made  these  remarks,  because  the  language 
of  the  debate  was  calculated  to  produce  the  im- 
pression on  the  public  that  Congress  had  been 
making  an  appropriation  for  the  benefit  of  South 
Carolina.  His  State  had  never  received  any  of  the 
bounties  of  this  Government,  and  desired  none. 

If  his  colleague  [Mr.  H.]  had  intended  to  con- 
vey the  idea  that  his  State  was  likely  to  be  influ- 
enced in  her  course  in  the  Presidential  election,  by 
the  hope  of  receiving  bounties  from  this  Govern- 
ment, in  any  shape  or  form,  directly  or  indirectly, 
he  took  the  liberty  of  saying  that  gross  injustice 
had  been  done  the  character  of  the  State.  He 
(Mr.  W.)  felt  bound  to  repudiate  the  idea  that  any 
such  hopes  would  operate  upon  the  State  of  South 
Carolina.  Indeed,  he  did  not  hesitate  to  say  that, 
other  things  being  equal,  thecandidate  from  whom 
she  had  most  to  hope  in  this  respect,  would  be 
least  apt  to  get  her  vote.  She  is  opposed  to  inter- 
nal improvements. 

He  did  not  mean  to  intimate  that  there  was  any- 
thing to  choose  between  parties  on  this  subject. 
If  he  might  judge  from  the  votes  of  members  on 
a  late  bill,  vetoed  twice  by  the  President,  and  after- 
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wards  reaffirmed  in  its  principle  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  and  twenty  over,  there  was  little  to  hope 
from  either  party  on  this  subject.  But  he  repeated 
what  he  said  in  a  speech  two  years  ago:  if  we 
must  choose  between  schemes,  he  would  prefer  the 
general  to  the  partial  system. 

But  he  apprehended  the  Government  would 
have  little  money  to  bestow  the  neXt  twenty- 
years.  Whichever  party  came  into  power,  there 
would  be  little  else  for  the  Government  to  do  but 
raise  money,  and  little  for  the  people  to  do  but  pay 
taxes.  He  doubted  whether  import  duties  would 
prove  equal  to  the  discharge  of  the  public  debt,  at 
all,  without  other  resources. 

If  a  proper  occasion  should  offer,  he  should  un- 
dertake to  show  that  it  will  require  the  greatest 
fiscal  and  financial  skill,  supported  by  rigid  econo- 
my and  judicious  retrenchment,  to  discharge  the 
public  debt  in  twenty-five  years;  even  supposing, 
what  is  hardly  supposable,  that  during  that  long 
period,  no  further  debt  will  be  contracted. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  next  obtained  the  floor,  but 
gave  way  to  a  motion  to  rise,  and  the  committee 
rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  asked  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  submit  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Patents  be,  and  they 
arc  hereby,  authorized  and  reijuired  to  send  for  persons  and 
paf)ers,  iind  to  tnorniighly  iiivestiaate  llie  charges  as  pre- 
ferred by  H.  i?.  Thistle  apaiiist  the  Commissioner  of  Patents, 
for  granting  letters  patent  to  Thornton  Grimsley  for  an  im- 
provement in  the  manufacture  of  dragoon  saddles,  when  at 
the  same  time  (as  alleged  by  said  Thistle)  an  application  for 
the  same  invention  for  letters  patent  had  been  pending  in  the 
Patent  Office  some  several  months  prior  to  and  at  the  time 
of  said  Grimsley's  application,  and  for  which  letters  patent 
were  issued  to  said  Grim>ley  without  dne  notice  being 
given  to  said  Thistle,  as  required  by  law  in  such  cases ;  and 
that  said  committee  report  the  result  of  such  investigation 
to  this  House,  at  the  earliest  day  practicable. 

Objections  were  made;  and,  on  motion, 
The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Wednesday,  June  28,  1848. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Poindexter; 
which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  revive  an  act  authori- 
zing certain  soldiers  in  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain  to  surrender  bounty  lands  drawn  by  them, 
and  to  locate  others  in  lieu  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  B.,  this  bill  was  considered 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  passed. 

Mr.  JOFINSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  reported  the  following  House 
bills  without  amendment:  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jonathan  Slyter,  and  for  the  relief  of  William 
Parker. 

Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial  of  Isaac 
Davenport. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  such 
persons  as  may  have  incurred  disabilities  in  the 
Post  Office  Department,  under  the  twenty-eighth 
section  of  the  act  for  the  belter  organization  of  the 
Post  OfHce  Department,  approved  July,  1836. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Mary- 
land, Mr.  BREESE  submitted  an  amendment  re- 
quiring the  Postmaster  General  to  report  all  cases 
in  which  relief  was  granted,  to  Congress;  and  the 
amendment  being  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  read  a 
thiid  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BORLAND,  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Jonathan  Fitzwalter  was  taken  up,  con- 
sidered, and  passed. 

Tlie  joint  resolution  from  the  House  in  relation 
to  a  naval  pension  to  John  McGarr,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  f)assed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUSK,  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  President  to  increase  the  naval  establishment 
of  the  United  States  was  taken  up,  and  made  the 
special  order  for  Thursday,  the  6ih  of  July  next. 

OREGON  BILL. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  establisli  a  Territorial  Government  in 
Oregon,  the  question  being  on  the  amendment  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  BERRIEISf  said  he  had  ever  carefully  ab- 
stained froiTi  this  discussion.  He  had  opposed 
every  accession  of  territory  which  could  bring  tiie 


subject  before  Congress.  Hehad  everbeen  anxious 
to  urge  on  all  the  propriety  of  letting  the  South  alone, 
and  leaving  it  to  enjoy  its  domestic  institutions  with- 
out interruption.  But  reluctant  as  he  was  to  go  into 
the  discussion,  it  was  forced  on  him,  and  he  would 
meet  it.  The  twelfth  section  of  the  bill  prohibits 
slavery  in  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  not  in  direct 
terms,  but  in  its  effect.  It  was  precisely  the  same 
as  extending  to  Oregon  the  ordinance  of  1787,  or 
declaring,  in  fact,  that  slavery  should  be  prohibited 
in  that  Territory.  He  denied  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  do  this,  and  to  an  argument  on  that  point 
he  addressed  himself. 

He  denied  the  existence  of  this  power  in  Con- 
gress, and  even  if  it  existed,  he  asked  if  it  was 
prudent  or  wise  to  carry  it  out.'  He  replied  to  the 
argument  of  the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Dix,]  founded  on  the  derivation  of  the  power  from 
the  clause  in  the  Constitution  which  gives  to  Con- 
gress power  over  the  Territories  of  the  Union.  He 
contended  that  the  view  of  this  question  taken  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  was  unanswer- 
able, and  that  the  references  made  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York  to  cotemporaneous  authority  and 
other  depisions,  proved  that  he  himself  felt  the 
weakness  of  his  position.  The  language  quoted 
by  the  Senator  from  the  38th  and  43d  chapters  of 
the  Federalist,  written  by  Mr.  Madison,  he  re- 
garded as  having  been  entirely  misunderstood  or 
misapplied  in  reference  to  this  question.  But  the 
Senator  from  New  York  looked  principally  to 
legislative  precedents  and  judicial  decisions  to  sus- 
tain him,  and  he,  (Mr.  B..)  from  the  same  author- 
ities, had  come  to  a  directly  antagonist  conclusion. 
He  insisted  that  there  was  nothing  in  the  ordinance 
of  1787  to  affect  in  any  way  the  question  of  the 
power  of  Congress  to  inhibit  slavery  in  the  Terri- 
tories. Virginia  was  the  uncontested  proprietor 
of  the  sovereignty  and  the  soil  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory,  and  had  the  power  to  abolish  slavery 
in  the  Territory  while  it  remained  in  her  posses- 
sion. When  she  made  the  cession  of  the  territory 
to  the  United  States,  she  transferred  all  her  pow- 
ers "of  sovereignty;  and  when  Congress  afterwards 
recognized  the  ordinance  of  1787  and  its  validity, 
it  affirmed  no  such  power  as  had  been  assigned  to 
it  by  the  Senator  from  New  York,  but  merely 
adapted  that  ordinance  to  the  new  form  which  the 
government  of  the  Territory  had  assumed.  By 
carryingout  the  ordinance  to  the  new  States  formed 
out  ofthat  territory,  it  merely  carried  out  the  ori- 
ginal understanding  of  the  framers  of  the  clause 
concerning  territory  in  the  Constitution.  He  re- 
garded the  authority  of  these  legislative  precedents 
vanished  as  the  mist  of  the  morning. 

As  to  the  judicial  decisions,  startled  as  he  con- 
fessed himself  to  have  been,  by  the  great  stress  laid 
on  them  when  introduced,  he  was  entirely  relieved 
on  investigating  the  facts.  The  case  of  McCul- 
loch  vs.  the  State  of  Maryland  had  no  bearing  on 
the  question.  That  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  vs. 
the  State  of  Georgia  was  still  more  alien.  In  all 
the  judicial  decisions  quoted  by  the  Senator  from 
New  York,  the  principles  for  which  he  (Mr.  B.) 
contended,  were  sustained,  viz:  that  the  United 
States  had  power  to  dispose  of  the  soil,  but  not  the 
people  of  the  Territories.  They  fell  short  entirely 
of  establishing  the  positions  laid  down  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York. 

There  are  three  opinions  prevalent  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Territories: 

1st.  That  Congress  has  power  over  the  Territo- 
ries to  regulate  all  matters  therein. 

2d.  That  this  power  is  in  the  Territorial  Legis- 
lature. 

3d.  That  it  belongs  to  neither  Congress  nor  the 
Territorial  Legislature,  but  to  the  people  of  the 
Territory  until  they»reach  a  definite  number. 

To  the  first  he  replied  that  it  was  not  so  designed. 
To  the  second,  that  it  involved  an  absurdity,  be- 
cause it  denied  any  power  to  the  source  from  which 
the  Territorial  Legislature  derived  all  its  own 
power.  It  was  the  third  which  he  desired,  in  the 
name  of  his  constituents,  to  present  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Senate,  Congress  unquestionably 
had  the  power  to  organize  a  Territorial  Govern- 
ment, but  it  is  a  power  sul)ject  to  limitation.  It  is 
not  derived  from  any  express  grant,  and  must  be 
exercised  in  reference  to  the  common  rights  of  the 
people  of  the  Territory.  Derived  from  the  Con- 
stitution, and  not  by  specified  grant  for  a  particular 
purpose,  it  must  be  limited.  He  referred  to  the 
rule  laid  down  by  Vattel  as  to  the  rights  of  corpo- 
rations, for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  same 


principle  which  applies  to  the  common  property  of 
a  corporation  was  applicable  to  the  Government; 
the  IJnited  States  being  a  great  corporation,  and 
the  people  of  the  United  States  the  members,  while 
the  soil  of  the  United  Slates  is  the  common  prop- 
erty in  which  every  citizen  has  a  right  to  an  equal 
participancy. 

Entertaining  this  view,  he  denied  the  power  of 
Congress  to  prohibit  any  citizen  from  taking  any 
portion  of  his  property  into  any  of  the  States.  No 
citizen  could  be  prevented  from  taking  hia  prop- 
erty into  any  State.  There  is  no  power  in  the 
Government  to  enforce  any  such  prohibition,  nor 
in  the  State  governments  to  prevent  any  citizen  of 
another  State  from  bringing  his  property  with 
him.  The  only  ground  on  which  the  opponents 
of  this  doctrine  can  make  a  stand,  is  that  taken  by 
the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Niles,]  that  a 
slave  is  not  property.  In  ?inswer  to  this,  he  con- 
tended that  the  slave  was  as  perfectly  the  property 
of  his  owner,  as  is  any  other  kind  of  properly  he 
possesses.  It  is,  to  be  sure,  a  qualified  right  of 
property  which  he  holds,  because  he  is  restrained 
from  destroying  or  injuring  this  property.  If  a 
master  is  entitled  to  the  labor  of  an  apprentice, 
surely  the  owner  of  a  slave  has  at  least  as  good  a 
title  to  the  labor  of  his  slave.  If  an  apprentice 
runs  away,  he  can  be  taken,  or  his  master  may 
carry  him  with  him  into  any  other  Slate;  but  this 
will  not  apply  to  the  slave  and  his  owner,  accord-" 
ing  to  the  construction  of  many. 

The  property  of  the  master  in  his  slave  is  recog- 
nized by  the  Constitution,  and  cannot  be  destroyed 
by  the  action  of  any  State.  To  show  this,  he 
quoted  from  the  Constitution.  The  proprietary 
right  of  the  owner  in  his  slave  is  not  only  recog- 
nized in  the  slave  Slates,  but  even  in  those  States 
the  laws  of  v/hich  inhibit  slavery.  To  the  argu- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  that  no 
master  could  retain  his  slave  after  the  latter  had  set 
his  foot  on  board  a  vessel — when  under  the  protec- 
tion of  the  stars  and  stripes,  he  became  free — Mr. 
B.  opposed  the  existence  of  the  law  to  regulate  the 
transportation  of  slaves.  He  regretted  that  the 
eagerness  of  those  who  opposed  slavery  led  them 
into  so  many  errors  of  fact  and  argument. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  ask,  even  if  we  had  the 
power  to  inhibit  slavery,  if  it  would  be  an  act  of 
wisdom  and  prudence  to  exercise  it.'  This  ques- 
tion he  met  with  a  direct  negative.  He  answered 
the  various  propositions  put  forth  by  the  Senator 
from  New  York  as  to  the  effect  of  an  extension  of 
the  slave  population  in  increasing  the  race.  The 
ground  of  humanity  was  then  entirely  abandoned. 
He  defended  the  slaveholders  from  the  imputations 
cast  upon  them  when  their  antagonists  aflfected 
such  a  holy  horror  of  slavery.  If  these  persons 
were  right,  then  (said  Mr.  B.)  we  who  live  in  the 
midst  of  slaves  must  be  mere  outcasts  from  those 
principles  of  humanity  which  they  affect  to  feel. 
Yet  southern  citizens  are  not  behind  their  north- 
ern brethren  in  the  discharge  of  their  civil  and  re- 
ligious obligations,  in  the  duty  which  they  owe  to 
their  fellow-creatures  and  theirGod.  He  deprecated 
the  ignorance  in  which  such  erroneous  statements 
had  their  origin.  He  regretted  that  northern  gen- 
tlemen did  not  pause  before  they  mingled  these 
fiilsehoods  in  the  elements  of  their  children's  edu- 
cation, to  such  an  extent,  that  the  rising  genera- 
tion grew  up  with  a  growing  hatred  of  the  institu- 
tion and  of  those  to  whom  it  belongs. 

He  descanted  on  the  character  and  condition  of 
the  slave — on  the  protection  which  legal  and  moral 
codes  drew  around  them — on  the  attachment  which 
existed  between  the  master  and  his  slave — on  the 
affection  of  the  white  child  to  its  black  nurse,  and 
to  the  colored  boys  with  which  it  has  sported  in 
the  sunny  hours  of  infancy. 

He  referred  to  the  use  of  the  existing  prejudices 
against  slavery  for  political  effect.  He  warned 
Senators  from  the  free  States  to  abstain  from  pan- 
dering to  the  spirit  of  demagogism,  arid  entreated 
them  to  stand  still,  not  to  touch  the  subject,  but  to 
leave  the  institution  free  to  work  its  own  destiny. 
He  glanced  at  the  dangers  which  threaten  us  from 
any  unwise  interference.  Atthismomenl,  when  the 
two  great  parties  are  divided  upon  cardinal  ques- 
tions, a  demagogue,  mounted  on  the  hobby  of  free 
soil,  rides  in  among  us, and  distracts  both  parties. 
He  appealed  to  the  Democratic  party  to  stand  by 
its  principles  laid  down  in  the  Convention  at  Bal- 
timore, which  maintained  the  impropriety  of  nied- 
dlino-  with  the  questioii  of  slavery  in  the  new  Ter- 
ritories.    He  was  ready  to  give  in  his  adhesion  to 


880 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


June  29. 


this,  however  he  mi2:ht  differ  with  Senators  on  the 
Other  side,  on  any  other  question. 

He  conckided  with  some  further  remarks  on  the 
course  taken  by  the  opponents  of  slavery  in  the 
free  States,  and  the  rie:id  manner  in  which  they 
persecuted  the  slaveholder  when  he  brought  his 
property  with  him  into  those  States,  and  appealed 
to  Senators  from  the  free  States  to  say  if  they  be- 
lieved, had  such  a  spirit  exhibited  itself  previous 
to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  that  this  Union 
•would  ever  have  been  consummated. 

Mr.  PHELPS  moved  that  the  bill  be  informally 
passed  bj'  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  (the  motion  being  for  a 
moment  withdrawn)  desired  to  read  an  amendment 
which  he  proposed  to  submit.  The  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  would,  in  his  opinion, 
lead  to  some  difficulties.  He  desired  to  meet  the 
question  so  plainly  and  so  boldly  that  there  can 
hereafter  be  no  difficulty  whenever  any  emigrants 
carry  their  property  into  any  of  our  Territories. 

Mr.  Bright's  proposed  amendment  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Sec.  — .  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  in  sill  the  territory 
owned  by  the  United  States,  inclndins  Orejion,  New  Me.xico, 
and  Upper  CiUilornia,  which  lies  noi^th.of  thirty-six  degrees 
and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  slavery  and  involuntary 
servitude,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes, 
whereof  the  parties  shall  have  heen  duly  convicted,  shall 
be,  and  is  hereby,  forever  prohibited  :  Provided,  alu-aySjTi^at 
any  person  escaping  into  the  same  from  whom  labor  or  ser- 
vice is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the 
United  States,  such  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed  .ind 
conveyed  to  the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service 
as  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Underwood  proposes  to  add  the  following: 

Prorided,  further,  That  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  emi- 
grating, with  their  slaves,  fnto  any  of  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States  south  of  said  parallel  of  latitude,  shall  be  pro- 
tected in  their  property  in  their  slaves  so  long  as  the  Terri- 
tory to  which  they  emigrate  continues  under  a  territorial 
government. 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
then  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow,  when  Mr.  Phelps 
will  occupy  the  floor. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  fortifications 
for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  June,  1849,  was  j 
taken  up  and  amended,  so  as  to  insert  an  item  of  I 
$50,000  for  the  fortification  at  Fort  Delaware,  on  | 
tlie  Pea  Patch  Island. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  was  about  to  [ 
ofTer  an  amendment;  when —  I 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  I 
to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business;  and,  1 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were  ' 
reopened,  and  I 

The  Senate  adjourned.  I 

J I 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.  | 

Thursday,  June  29,  1848.  i 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
"Mr.  HAMMONS  rose  (he  said)  to  a  privileged  \ 
question.  He  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  | 
which  was  passed  yesterday  the  resolution  direct- 
ing the  Clerk  of  the  House  to  pay  to  the  adminis-  J 
trator  of  Colonel  Yell  any  money  found  to  be  due  i 
him  for  pay  or  mileage  as  a  member  of  the  twenty-  j 
ninth  Congress. 

Mr.  H.  understood  the  facts  to  be  these — if  he 
was  wrong,  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas,  [Mr. 
Johnson,]  who  had  introduced  the  resolution,  could 
correct  him: — that  Colonel  Yell  was  a  member  of 
the  twenty-ninth  Congress;  that  he  served  during 
the  first  session  of  that  Congrea.s,  and  received  his 
mileage  and  per  diem;  that  he  never  took  his  seat 
at  the  second  session  of  that  Congress;  that  he  never 
travelled  one  mile,  or  attended  one  day  of  that  ses- 
sion; that  this  resolution  contemplated  to  pay  to 
his  family  constructive  mileage  from  here  and  con- 
structive per  dicni  for  the  session  which  he  did  not 
attend.  If  these  were  the  facts,  it  would  appear 
to  him  thiit  the  claim  was  not  just.  For  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  how  the  facts  might  be,  he 
moved  the  reconsideration. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  was  next  recognized,  and 
yielded  the  floor  for  a  moment  to — 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Missi.saippi,  who  wished 
to  know  whether  the  resolution  contemplated  pay- 
ing Colonel  Yell  from  the  time  he  left  here  to  the 
end  of  the  long  session,  and  there  stop,  or  whether 
it  proposed  paying  him  per  diem  and  mileage  for 
the  ensuing  session'  Colonel  Baker, and  the  others 
who  had  left  thi.s  House,  as  Colotiel  Yell  did,  had  | 
received  pay  from  the  time  they  left  to  the  end  of  i 


the  session.  Colonel  Yell  was  the  only  man  who 
did  not  draw  his  pay.  He  supposed  this  resolu- 
tion was  intended  to  place  this  claim  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  others;  and,  if  so,  he  did  not  ob> 
ject  to  it. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  said,  considering  the  cir- 
cumstances of  Colonel  Yell's  death,  and  consider- 
ing that  the  other  colonels  had  come  here  and  got 
their  mileage  and  per  diem,  he  should  be  extremely 
mortified  to  see  anything  of  this  kind  appear  on 
the  Journal  of  the  House.  He  hoped  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine  would  withdraw  the  motion  to 
reconsider,  or  he  (Mr.  W.)  should  move  to  lay  it 
oii  the  table.  He  believed  it  would  be  an  act  of 
gross  injustice  to  try  to  deprive  the  family  of  a 
man  who  had  died  under  such  circumstances  of 
the  mileage  and  per  diem  which  others  had  re- 
ceived who  had  no  more  right  to  them. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  would  make  a 
statement  in  regard  to  this  matter,  as  it  was  desired 
by  gentlemen.  He  knew,  from  the  name  of  the 
individual  concerned,  that  it  would  attract  the  at- 
tention of  this  House  and  its  fair  and  generous 
consideration.  Governor  Yell  was  a  member  of 
the  twenty-ninth  Congress — that  we  all  knew; 
he  came  here  at  the  comnnencement  of  the  session; 
he  left  at  the  commencement  of  the  war,  and  drew 
his  pay  up  to  the  time.  He  went  to  the  war  as  a 
volunteer  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  in  the  ranks  as 
a  private;  he  marched  one  hundred  and  forty  miles 
in  the  ranks  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  where  he 
was  elected,  under  the  militia  laws  of  the  State  of 
Arkansas,  colonel  of  the  regiment.  He  was  com- 
missioned by  the  Governor,  went  to  the  war,  and 
served  up  to  the  22d  or  23d  day  of  February,  when 
he  was  killed  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  at  the 
battle  of  Buena  Vista.  None  who  knew  hirn  here 
or  elsevvhere  ever  knew  in  this  country,  or  any 
other,  a  more  perfect  gentleman,  a  more  gallant 
man,  or  one  more  devoted  to  the  interest  and  wel- 
fare of  his  country.  So  much  here;  and  in  the 
course  of  the  time  he  was  there,  he  met  with  such 
injustice  and  unkindness  that  he  would  dislike  to 
make  any  allusion  to  them  here,  and  which  he 
should  regret  most  exceedingly  to  see  carried  out 
here  towards  his  family.  Governor  Yell  left  be- 
hind him,  without  father  or  mother,  a  number  of 
children;  the  estate  was  greatly  embarras-sed,  and 
was  likely  to  be  sold,  and  not  one  cent  left  to  take 
care  of  them.  To  whatever  he  was  entitled  from 
this  Congress,  whether  constructively  or  for  actual 
service,  he  could  not  believe  there  was  a  man 
within  the  sound  of  his  voice  who  would  be  so 
ungenerous,  so  wanting  in  self-respect,  as  to  think 
of  refusing  it,  and  of  coming  here  to  talk  on  this 
question  about  a  pitiful  matter  ofdollars  and  cents. 

What  was  the  resolution  .'  It  provided  that  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  be  instructed  to  examine  into 
the  accounts  of  Colonel  Yell,  a  member  of  the  29ih 
Congress,  and  that  the  amount  which  was  ascer- 
tained to  be  due  to  him  should  be  paid  over  to  his 
administrators.  Now,  before  it  could  be  paid,  the 
account  must  necessarily  go  to  the  Committee  on 
Accounts  and  be  examined,  and  not  one  cent  could 
be  paid  without  their  authority.  But  there  were 
spirits  just  low  enough  to  approach  and  oppose 
any  subject  presented,  if  it  was  to  pay  any  money. 
If  any  gentleman  had  asked  him  what  was  the 
nature  and  character  of  this  claim,  he  would  have 
answered  him  with  pleasure.  Gentlemen  knew 
that  members  of  Congress  received  their  pay,  and 
were  entitled  to  receive  their  pay,  if  they  had  their 
certificate  of  election,  even  though  they  were  un- 
able to  come  here  at  all.  Colonel  Yell  drew  his 
pay  up  to  the  time  he  left,  and  no  further.  Now, 
when  it  was  found  that  Colonel  Baker,  of  Illinois, 
came  on  here  at  the  2d  session  of  the  29lh  Con- 
gress, and  drew  the  whole  of  his  per  diem  and  his 
mileage  up  to  that  time,  could  objection  be  made 
to  paying  the  family  of  Colonel  Yell  in  the  same 
manner?  He  did  not  object  to  Colonel  Baker  re- 
ceiving his  pay  at  all;  he  had  gone  from  this  Hall 
to  serve  his  country  in  another  capacity  under  the 
militia  laws  of  his  own  State. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  understood 
this  resolution  merely  to  refer  the  question  to  the 
Clerk  to  determine  what  was  due  to  Colonel  Yell. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  repeated  that 
members  came  here  at  the  beginning  of  the  session 
and  were  gone  months  at  a  time,  and  no  question 
was  raised  of  their  right  to  their  per  diem  during 
the  whole  time.  He  only  asked  that  the  same 
course  be  taken  now;  he  asked  that  the  children 
of  that  man,  towards  whom  the  heart  of  every  citi- 


zen of  Arkansas  at  least  must  turn  with  veneration 
and  affection,  should  receive  the  same  thing  that 
gentlemen  were  constantly  receiving.  He  did  not 
believe  that  the  House  ought  to  permit  the  discus- 
sion of  a  thing  so  plain.  Jf  the  Committee  on  Ac- 
counts found  nothing  due  to  Colonel  Yell  for  his 
services,  they  would  of  course  refuse  to  audit  the 
account. 

Mr.  HAMMONS  explained  that  his  object  in 
moving  a  reconsideration  was,  that  when  recon- 
sidered the  subject  might  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts,  and  whatever  might  be  found 
due  to  Colonel  Yell,  he  should  make  no  objection 
to  paying. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  was  about  to  make 
a  suggestion  to  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas, 
which  he  thought  would  obviate  the  whole  diffi- 
culty. It  had  been  supposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  [Mr.  Hammons]  that  this  resolution 
did  not  refer  the  subject  to  any  committee.  He 
apprehended  if  it  did,  it  would  be  satisfactory  to 
the  gentleman  from  Maine,  as  well  as  the  gentleman 
from  Arkansas,  and  the  whole  House.  The  facts, 
as  he  understood  them,  were  these:  that  Colonel 
Yell  was  a  member  of  the  29th  Congress;  that  he 
served  the  first  session;  that  he  was  not  here  the 
second  session,  and  that  his  successor  took  his  seat 
on  the  7th  February.  Tiiis  resolution  contem- 
plated the  payment  of  his  per  diem  up  to  the  7th 
of  February,  and  his  travel  fees  from  Arkansas 
here.  Now,  if  this  resolution  went  to  a  commit- 
tee, and  that  committee  ascertained  that  there  was 
no  law  allowing  that  mileage  and  travel,  it  would 
then  be  their  duty — he  should  consider  it  his  duty 
as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Accounts — to 
report  the  facts,  and  when  the  House  were  in  pos- 
session of  all  the  facts,  it  could  judge  for  itself  of 
the  whole  subject-matter. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  that  the  resolution  on  its  face 
simply  provided  that  the  Clerk  pay  to  the  legal 
representatives  of  Colonel  Yell  the  per  diem  and 
mileage  to  which  he  was  entitled.  Of  course  no- 
body would  object  to  that.  But  he  had  under- 
stood, informally,  from  the  gentleman  that  the 
purpose  was  to  go  further.  Colonel  Yell  had  re- 
ceived pay,  as  he  (Mr.  McK.)  understood,  up  to 
the  time  when  he  left  the  service  of  the  House  and 
joined  the  volunteers  in  the  military  service,  in 
which  he  continued  until  he  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Buena  Vista.  Now,  what  the  gentleman  pro- 
posed by  his  resolution  was,  that  Uie  Clerk  pay 
the  legal  representatives  of  Colonel  Yell  for  con- 
structive mileage  and  per  diem  up  to  the  time  of 
the  election  of  his  successor.  He  wished  to  know 
from  the  gentleman  if  that  was  the  fact.' 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  with  reference  to 
the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Starkweather  that  it  would 
be  generally  satisfactory  to  the  House  to  refer  this 
resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts,  repeated 
that  of  its  own  force  and  effect  it  would  refer  the 
subject  to  them  before  the  accounts  could  be  au- 
dited. 

As  to  the  inquiry  of  Mr.  McKay,  with  reference 
to  the  amount  of  this  claim,  he  replied  that  he 
claimed  for  Colonel  Yell's  legal  representatives  all 
that  was  due  to  him  under  the  law  of  the  land,  if 
it  was  to  come  up  to  the  hour  of  his  death.  But, 
as  this  House  was  the  judge  of  the  elections  of  its 
own  members,  it  had  concluded  to  oust  Col.  Yell 
when  it  admitted  Colonel  Newton,  not  that  he  was 
dissatisfied  with  the  admission  of  Colonel  Newton 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  although  he  knew 
it  virtually  superseded  Colonel  Yell,  and  conse- 
quently deprived  him  of  the  right  to  draw  any  [ler 
diem  from  the  time  he  ceased  to  be  a  member  of 
the  House.  Now,  he  asserted  that  Col.  Yell  never 
had  resigned  his  seat;  that  the  proclamation  for 
the  election  was  issued  and  the  election  took  place 
without  his  resignation  having  been  made,  and  it 
never  had  been  made  to  this  day.  Tlie  conse- 
quence was,  that  the  man  could  not  be  deprived  of 
his  seat  here  except  by  the  direct  action  of  this 
House.  He  (Mr.  J.)  claimed,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, that  Colonel  Yell  was  entitled  to  his 
pay  up  to  the  very  last  moment  that  he  was  con- 
sidered a  meinber  of  this  House;  up  to  the  time 
the  Governor  issued  his  proclamation  for  an  elec- 
tion. It  would  be  with  the  committee  to  examine 
this  and  the  whole  matter.  He  believed  it  was 
justly  due,  and  he  had  not  only  discharged  his 
duty,  but  acted  out  the  feelings  of  his  heart  in  pre- 
senting this  claim,  which  he  could  not  doubt  would 
receive  the  prompt  and  favorable  action  of  the 
House. 
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Mr.  TOMPKINS  (the  floor  beins;  yielded)  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  sus:?estion  to  his 
friend  from  Arkansas.  He  was  willing,  under  the 
circumstances,  to  vote  to  the  children  of  Colonel 
Yell  some  bounty  as  an  evidence  of  the  gratitude 
of  the  Government  for  his  patriotic  services  and 
his  fearful  sacrifice.  His  friend  had  remarked 
that  these  children  were  without  any  parent — the 
mother  having  been  gathered  to.  the  tomb  prece- 
ding the  time  when  the  father  fell  a  sacrifice  in  the 
cause  of  his  country — and  also  that  the  estate  was 
greatly  embarrassed.  Now,  he  suggested  whether 
the  resolution  directing  the  payment  of  this  money 
to  the  legal  representatives  of  Colonel  Yell  would 
accomplish  the  generous  object  for  which  it  was 
intended  ?  Would  it  not  go  in  with  the  other  as- 
sets and  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  creditors,  and 
leave  the  children  in  want?  He  abominated  the 
maxim  that  republics  are  ungrateful,  and  was  wi'l- 
ing  to  show  its  falsity  in  this  instance  by  voting 
this  bounty — for,  after  all,  it  must  be  considered  in 
the  light  of  a  botmty;  but  a  bounty  voted  thus  out 
of  gratitude  for  the  services  of  the  gallant  and  pa- 
triotic father  ought  not  justly  to  fall  into  the  hands 
of  creditors,  but  should  be  secured  for  the  benefit 
of  the  orphan  children,  and  be  lodged  for  the  pres- 
ent in  the  hands  of  a  guardian.  He  suggested  to 
the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  whether  some  such 
itiodification  of  the  resolution  would  not  better  ac- 
complish the  object  with  which  it  was  moved. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  replied  that  he  did  not  urge  the 
measure  as  one  of  bounty,  but  of  justice,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  principles  on  which  this  House 
had  hitherto  uniformly  acted.  With  regard  to  the 
suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  rela- 
tive to  securing  the  sum  due  the  father  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  children,  he  would  state  that  the  estate 
of  Colonel  Yell  was  greatly  embarrassed,  and  that 
this  sum  of  money  would  save  the  property  from 
being  sold  out  at  a  heavy  sacrifice,  and  leave  to  the 
children  the  property. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  professed  himself  satisfied 
with  this  explanation. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  (continuing)  said  he  had  no 
idea  of  making  such  a  movement  for  the  benefit  of 
speculators  and  harpies.  To  a  man  who  would 
even  claim  a  debt  from  the  estate  under  circum- 
stances like  these,  he  would  not  give  his  hand;  he 
•would  not  associate  with  him.  He  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  those  who  would  press  a  claim 
under  such  circumstances. 

But  he  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
one  more  fact;  and  gentlemen  who  were  members 
of  the  last  Congress  would  recollect  it.  When 
Colonel  Newton  presented  his  credentials  as  a 
member  of  Congress  from  Arkansas,  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  grave  consideration — as  there  was  no  evi- 
dence before  this  House  of  the  resignation  of  Colonel 
Yell — whether  Colonel  Newton  should  or  should 
not  be  permitted  to  take  his  seat.  He  would  say 
further,  that  one  of  the  Senators  from  Arkansas 
came  into  litis  House  and  advised  gentlemen  on 
this  side  of  the  House  to  make  no  opposition  to  it, 
as  it  might  be  considered  that  it  was,  to  some  ex- 
tent, thwarting  the  expressed  will  of  the  people  of 
Arkansas,  and  consequently  no  objection  was  made. 
Yet  it  was  seriously  doubted  whetherColonel  New- 
ton was  entitled  to  his  seat  or  not,  as,  although  he 
had  the  certificate  of  the  Governor,  there  was  no 
evidence  of  the  resignation  of  Colonel  Yell.  He 
thought  it  must  appear  perfectly  evident  that  Colo- 
nel Yell  was  entitled  to  his  pay  up  to  the  time  that 
the  proclamation  was  issued  by  the  Governor;  and 
he  hoped  no  gentleman  would  object  to  its  being 
paid,  if,  after,  a  full  examination,  it  should  be 
proved. 

Mr.  COCKE,  after  recapitulating  the  facts  of 
the  case,  as  he  understood  them,  said,  he  was  sure 
no  gentleman  would  object  to  paying  what  was  due 
to  Colonel  Yell  as  a  member  of  the  twenty-ninth 
Congress.  But  this  resolution  was  designed  mere- 
ly to  cause  an  inquiry  to  be  made  to  ascertain  what 
amount  was  due,  and  whether  the  seat  of  Colonel 
Yell  was  vacated  by  his  accefitance  of  a  commission 
in  the  volunteer  service.  He  (Mr.  C.)  was  not  able 
to  determine  that  question;  but  he  thought,  if  there 
ever  was  a  case  where  the  practice  of  the  House 
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could  be  justified  in  paying  members  who  were  not 
in  aitendance,  this  was  one  of  those  cases.  He 
hoped  there  was  no  serious  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  House  to  reconsider  this  resolution;  and  be- 
lieving the  House  was  ready  to  vote,  he  moved  to 
lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  asked  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee to  withdraw  that  motion,  to  give  him  an 
opportunity  to  make  some  remarks  and  some  ref- 
erence to  facts  which  occurred  during  the  last  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  COCKE  consented,  on  condition  that  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  would  renew  the  motion. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said,  no  man  could  object  to 
pay  what  was  due  to  "Representative"  Yell,  and 
the  amount  due  could  be  readily  ascertained  by  the 
Clerk;  but  this  resolution  had   been   pressed   on 
other  grounds,  which  made  it  necessary  to  look  a 
little  further  into  this  proposition.     It  was  not  im- 
probable that  Colonel  Yell  received  all  that  was 
due  to  him  as  a  member  of  Congress  up  to  the  time 
he  accepted  his  colonel's  commission;  and  it  was 
well  known  that  the  question  had  arisen  whether 
he  was  entitled  to  his  seat  here  after  he  became  a 
commissioned  officer.     He  had  no  desire  that  Con- 
gress should  be  inconsistent  in  its  course,  especially 
toward  one  whom  he  had  ever  found  a  gallant,  a 
worthy,  and  a  respectable  man;  but  when  a  prin- 
ciple was  involved,  such  as  that  which  this  case 
presented,  he  could  not  allow  it  to  pass  in  silence. 
He  then  referred  to  proceedings  of  the  last  Con- 
gress in  reference  to  the  case  of  Colonel  Baker,  of 
Illinois,  who  came  here,  remained  one  day,  and 
drew  his  pay  as  a  member  of  this  House,  although 
he  had  been  absent  in  the  military  service  in  Mex- 
ico, receiving  the  pay  and  emoluments  of  a  colonel 
in  the  army.     He  (Mr.  S.)  at  that  time  offered  a 
resolution  to  institute  an  inquiry  whether  Colonel 
Baker,  being  in  the  volunteer  service,  was  entitled 
to  his  pay  as  a  member  of  this  House.     The  sub- 
ject was  referred  to  a  committee  of  this  House, 
and  he  remembered  well  that  there  were  gentlemen 
here  who  contrasted  the  conduct  of  Colonel  Yell 
with  that  of  Colonel  Baker.     Colonel  Yell,  he  be- 
lieved, settled  up  his  account  to  the  day  that  he 
retired   from  Congress,  and   no  longer;   whereas 
Colonel  Baker  drew  his  per  diem  while  he  was  re- 
ceiving emoluments  as  an  officer  in  the  army.    He 
then  read  a  series  of  resolutions  which  were  report- 
ed from  a  committee,  but  not  acted  upon  by  the 
House  at  the  last  session,  and  bi-iefly  stated  the 
substance  of  the  argument  which  the  accompanyiog 
report  contained,  and  its  conclusion  that  a  colonel 
of  volunteers  could  notconsistently  be  a  member  on 
this  floor.     He  alluded  also  to  some  precedents  of 
an  earlier  date,  and  commented  on  the  questions 
involved  at  some  length,  and  likewise  on  the  pro- 
ceedings had  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Newton,  who  suc- 
ceeded Colonel  Yell  as  a  member  of  this  House. 
He  said  they  should  not  mix  up  with  this  question 
kind  and  generous  feelings  for  a  worthy  man;  they 
were  not  to  be  guided  in  the  discharge  of  their  du- 
ties by  sympathy.    Besides,  if  this  resolution  were 
passed,  it  would  not  benefit  the  children  of  the  late 
Colonel  Yell,  for  the  amount  that  might  be  paid 
would  go  to  the  deceased's  general  estate,  and  not 
to  the  children  for  whom  the  sympathies  of  gen- 
tlemen were  excited. 

Mr.  RICHARDSONexplained  the  present  state 
of  the  pension  laws  and  their  operation  upon  the 
children  of  the  deceased,  in  case  of  the  death  of 
the  mother. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  spoke  in  favor  of  the  reconsid- 
eration. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  opposed  it  asunnecessary. 
The  matter  would  be  referred  to  a  committee  as  a 
matter  of  course. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  the  rights  of  the  House 
were  involved,  and  he  was  unwilling  to  subject 
those  rights  to  the  judgment  of  any  committee. 
The  question  involved  the  declaring  of  Mr.  Yell  to 
be  a  member  of  the  House  at  the  same  time  with 
Mr.  Newton,  and  from  the  same  district.  In  con- 
sideration of  his  pledge,  he  renewed  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  request 
of 
Mr.  FARAN,  who  took  this  occasion  to  press 


the  propriety  of  a  law  providing  that  the  pension 
which  would  accrue  to  the  widow  of  a  soldier  who 
perished  in  the  service  should,  in  case  of  the  death 
of  his  wife,  go  to  his  orphan  children.  As  the 
law  now  stood,  if  those  poor  children  lost  mother 
as  well  as  father,  they  were  cut  off  from  all  the  re- 
lief intended,  and  cast  on  the  cold  charity  of  the 
world. 

Mr.  COCKE  stated  that  a  bill  had  been  prepared 
to  cover  the  very  object,  with  many  others,  and 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Pensions;  but,  owing 
to  debate  on  irrelevant  subjects,  it  had  not  yet  been 
reached  on  the  calendar. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,  after  some  further  remarks, 
moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  reconsideration  was  laid  on  the  table. 

CUMBERLAND  ROAD. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  previous  notice  having 
been  given,   introduced  a  bill  to  surrender  to  the 
State  of  Indiana  that  portion  of  the  Cumberland 
road  lying  within  said  State. 
The  bill  was  read  twice. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  in  explanation,  stated 
the  present  condition  of  the  road.  It  had  been 
opened  and  partially  graded  through  a  great  part 
of  the  State;  but  it  had  now  been  ten  years  since 
any  appropriation  had  been  made  towards  its  com- 
pletion, and  it  was  falling  rapidly  into  a  state  of 
dilapidation.  He  knew  personally  of  three  bridges 
upon  it  which  had  fallen  down  for  want  of  repair; 
and  unless  something  was  done,  in  the  course  of 
three  years  more  the  whole  road  would  be  impass- 
able. It  was' now,  in  winter  time,  the  worst  road 
in  the  State.  The  people  of  the  State  had  waited 
long  in  hope  of  aid  from  the  General  Government, 
but  they  had  now  abandoned  all  hope  from  that 
quarter;  they  did  not  expect  to  get  a  dollar  more; 
and,  as  the  last  remedy,  they  now  asked  that  it 
might  be  surrendered  to  the  State,  and  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years  they  hoped  to  be  able  to  complete, 
if  not  the  whole,  a  large  part  of  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  asked  on 
what  conditions  this  work  was  proposed  to  be  sur- 
rendered to  the  State  ? 

Mr.  SMITH  replied  that  the  surrender  in  the 
bill  was  absolute  and  unconditional.  The  reason 
why  the  surrender  differed  in  this  case  from  the 
terms  on  which  other  parts  of  the  national  road 
had  been  surrendered  to  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania 
was,  that  in  those  cases  the  Government  had  first 
completed  the  road,  but  in  Indiana  it  remained  in- 
complete. The  Slate  did  not,  therefore,  enterinto 
any  terms  or  conditions  with  the  General  Govern- 
ment. The  object  was  to  get  the  State  Legislature, 
after  the  surrender,  to  divide  the  road  and  parcel 
it  out  among  different  private  companies,  who 
would  finish  it  out  of  their  own  means.  The  State 
was  not  willing  to  bind  itself  to  complete  the  road; 
it  was  a  work  too  heavy  for  it  to  undertake. 

Mr.  McKAY  asked  some  question  not  distinctly 
heard  by  the  reporter,  but  believed  to  have  relation 
to  the  terms  on  which  the  other  parts  of  the  road 
had  been  surrendered,  such  as  the  obligation  to 
keep  it  in  repair,  &c.  Why  did  not  the  same  ob- 
ligation apply  in  this  case? 

iVfr.  SMITH  replied  that  the  same  principle  did 
not  apply  in  this  case,  because  the  Government 
had  left  the  road  in  an  unfinished  state  so  long, 
that  it  was  falling  into  ruins.  Not  more  than  a 
mile, or  two  miles,  in  different  places,  was  finished; 
the  residue,  from  long  neglect,  had  become  the 
worst  road  in  the  State.  If  the  General  Govern- 
ment had  delivered  over  the  road  in  a  finished  state, 
then  they  might  require  certain  corresponding  con- 
ditions on  the  part  of  the  State  receiving  it;  but 
here  they  had  done  no  such  thing.  In  so  terrible 
a  state  of  dilapidation  was  it  fallen,  in  many  places, 
that  it  would  require  as  much  money  to  repair  it  as  it 
would  to  make  it  de  novo.  All  the  Slate  got  by  the 
transfer,  was  the  right,  on  a  part  of  the  line  of 
road,  to  cut  the  timber  on  the  public  lands  for  a 
certain  distance  on  each  side  of  it,  to  aid  in  the 
repair.  Some  parts  of  the  road  were  a  complete 
morass.  Many  gentlemen  must  recollect  the  time 
when  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  completely  swamped 
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in  the  very  middle  of  it.  Mr.  S.  should  be  glad 
if  the  bill  could  be  passed  without  delay;  it  was 
obviously  projier,  and  greatly  needed. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  concurred  fully  in  the  entire 
statement  which  had  been  made  by  the  gentleman 
who  had  just  taken  his  seat.  He  hoped,  however, 
the  bill  would  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  in  order  that  he  mi:J:ht  move  an  amend- 
ment providing  for  a  like  surrender  to  Illinois  of  so 
much  of  the  road  as  passed  through  tiiat  State. 

iVlr.  VINTOX  said  that  this  bill  had  now  been 
reported  to  the  House  for  the  first  time:  the  prop- 
osition was  new.  That  portion  of  the  line  of  road 
which  passed  through  Ohio,  Virginia,  and  Penn- 
sylvania had  been  surrendered  to  those  States  on 
certain^pecificd  conditions,  and  in  a  qualified  man- 
ner only.  One  special  condition  was,  the  right  on 
the  part  of  the  General  Government  to  resume  the 
jurisdiction  and  control  of  the  road  if  the  States 
failed  to  keep  it  in  repair.  None  of  these  condi- 
tions, as  he  understood,  wei-e  inserted  in  this  bill. 
The  bill  might  be  a  very  proper  one,  but  he  could 
not  consent  to  rush  suddenly  into  definitive  action 
upon  it,  and  dispose  of  an  interest  which  had  been 
a  subject  of  discussion  in  Congress  for  twenty 
years,  on  its  first  presentation.  He  wanted  time 
to  examine  it,  to  think  about  it;  and  he  hoped  the 
bill  would  be  recommitted,  and  with  that  view  he 
would  move  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  GREEN  thought  that  if  the  general  sys- 
tem which  had  prevailed  was  nov/  to  be  abandoned, 
and  the  portions  of  the  road  which  had  been  beigun 
were  to  be  surrendered  to  the  States  in  which  they 
lay,  the  State  of  Missouri  ought  to  receive  the  two 
per  cent,  on  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  which  had  heretofore  been  reserved  for 
making  roads  to  and  in  that  State;  and  he  would 
move,  as  an  amendment  to  the  motion  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Comtnittee  on  Ways  and  Means,  that 
the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  be  instructed 
to  provide  for  paying  to  Missouri  the  amount  of 
that  two  per  cent. 

Mr.  SiVlITH,  of  Illinois,  was  understood  to  say 
that  he  concurred  in  the  propriety  of  the  amencl- 
ment  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois. 
He  thought  that  State  should  enjoy  a  like  transfer 
as  the  bill  provided  for  Indiana.  It  was  due  to 
ail  parties  that  this  long-vexed  subject  should 
receive  some  final  disposition,  and  that  without 
delay. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Vinton's 
motion,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

So  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals. 

MONUMENT  TO  MR.   ADAMS. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  called  for,  the  reso- 
lution reported  by  tiie  Committee  on  Accounts,  in- 
structing the  Committee  on  the  Library  to  procure 
and  cause  to  be  erected,  a  monument  of  Ctuincy 
granite,  with  suitable  inscriptions,  in  memory  of 
the  late  John  Gluincy  Adams,  was  announced  as 
the  business  first  in  order,  to  winch  was  pending 
an  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ten- 
nessee, directing  the  Committee  on  Accounts  to 
inquire  into  and  report  to  the  House  the  whole 
amount  of  expenses  incurred  for  the  funeral  and 
removal  of  the  remains  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  was  entitled  to 
the  floor. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  appealed  to  the  gentleman  to 
yield,  and  he  would  move  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  talile,  remarking  that  it  was  the  present  wish 
of  iIk;  delegation  from  Massachusetts  that  it  should 
so  be  disposed  of,  rather  than  that  such  a  debate 
should  ijo  on  as  had  ensued  upon  its  introduction. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  refused  to  yield,  and  jirocceded 
at  some  length  to  oppose  the  resolution,  and  to 
condemn  the  generni  prodigality  of  the  contingent 
expenses  of  bfilh  Houses  of  Congress,  and  other 
Governmental  expenditures. 

Mr.  WOODWARD  briefiy  gave  his  reasons  in 
opposition  to  the  resolution,  and  concluded  by 
moving  to  lay  it  on  the  table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

BILL.S  HEAD  AND  REFERUKD. 

The  following  bills  and  joint  resolutions  of  the 
Senate  lyinjj  on  the  Speaker's  table  were  taken  up 
and  read  a  llisi  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
appropriate  connniitees: 

A  bill  to  revive  un  act  authorizing  certain  sol- 
diers in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain  to  surren- 


der the  bounty  lands  drawn  by  them,  and  to  locate 
others  in  lieu  thereof. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  a  survey  of  the  mouth  of 
Red  river,  in  Louisiana. 

A  bill  for  the  issuing  of  patents  for  lands  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana  in  a  certain  class  of  cases,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

A  bill  to  vest  the  title  of  the  United  States  in  the 
purchasers  of  certain  lands  sold  under  execution 
against  Gordon  D.  Boyd. 

A  bill  to  promote  the  despatch  of  business  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  to  repeal  the  second  section 
of  the  act  approved  June  17,  1844,  entitled  "  An 
act  concerning  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States." 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alfred  White. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stalker  &  Hill. 

A  bill  to  relinquish  the  reversionary  interest  of 
the  United  States  in  a  certain  Indian  reservation  in 
the  State  of  Alabama. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  V.  Mitchell. 

A  bill  to  confirm  to  the  legal  representatives  of 
Joseph  Dutaillis  the  location  of  a  certain  New 
Madrid  certificate. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Grice. 

A  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Bethiah  Healy, 
widow  of  George  Healy,  deceased- 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Stokes. 

A  bill  for  the  payment  of  Charles  Richmond. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Adams  &  Co. 
and  others. 

A  resolution  for  the  relief  of  such  persons  as 
may  have  incurred  the  disability  of  the  28th  sec- 
tion of  the  act  to  change  the  organization  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  and.  to  provide  more  ef- 
fectually for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  thereof, 
approved  July  2,  183G. 

A  resolution  for  the  relief  of  H.  B.  Gaither. 

A  resolution  to  sanction  an  agreement  made  be- 
tween the  Wyandots  and  Delawares  for  the  pur- 
chase of  certain  lands  by  the  former  of  the  latter 
tribe  of  Indians. 

The  following  bill  and  joint  resolution  of  the 
Senate  were  taken  up,  read  three  times,  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Senate,  viz: 

A  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  passed  on  the  9th 
day  of  July,  1846,  entitled  an  act  to  retrocede  the 
county  of  Alexantlria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
to  the  State  of  Virginia. 

A  resolution  in  relation  to  the  naval  pension  of 
John  McGarr. 

The  concurrent  resolution  of  the  Senate  for 
placing  in  the  Library  of  Congress  the  portrait  of 
Major  General  Baron  de  Kalb,  presented  by  his 
surviving  family,  was  taken  up,  read,  and  agreed 
to. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of 
the  House  supplemental  to  an  act  to  confirm  the 
survey  and  location  of  claims  for  lands  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  east  of  Pearl  river,  and  soutk  of  the 
31st  degree  of  north  latitude,  approved  March  3, 
1845,  were  read,  and  the  bill  and  amendments  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making 
ap]iropriations  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office 
Department  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1849, 
were  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  Sen- 
ate bill  renewing  certain  naval  pensions  for  the 
term  of  five  years,  and  extending  the  benefits  of 
existing  laws  respecting  naval  pensions  to  engi- 
neers, firemen, and  coal-heavers  in  the  navy,  and  to 
their  widows,  which  was  reported  some  days  since 
from  the  Committee  on  Naval  AlTairs,  with  an 
amendment. 

The  question  was  stated  on  agreeing  to  the  said 
amendment,  when 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  commit 
the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  stale 
of  the  Union;  which  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Root,  of  Ohio,  in  the  chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  nniking  appropriations  for 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1849. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  ad- 
dressed the  committee  in  a  speech  of  an  hour's 
length,  uijon  the  evil  consequences  of  the  Mexi- 
rufi  war,  which  he  zealously  charged  upon  the 
'  Democratic  party.     Ho  denounced  the  veto  pow- 


er, and,  in  closing,  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of 
the  tariff  of  1842. 

Mr.  FRENCH  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
went  into  an  argumentative  speech  on  the  subject 
of  slavery,  and  of  the  power  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  prohibit  it  either  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia or  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  in 
which  he  took  very  decidedly  the  negative  side 
of  the  subject.  When  Mr.  F.  concluded,  the  floor 
was  obtained  by 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  who  yielded  to  a  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  POLLOCK  that  the  committee  now 
rise. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York,  asked  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  alter  and  regulate  the  mileage  of 
Senators  and  ReiM-esentatives  in  Congress. 

Mr.  HALL,  o'f  Missouri,  objected. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  fnllowing  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented 
under  tlie  inle,  and  rel'eired  : 

By  Mr.  TALLM.'inGR:  The  memorial  of  the  heirs  of 
Colonel  Seth  AVainer,  for  relief  for  revolutionary  services. 
Also,  the  petition  of  John  Frazer,  for  cunipensalion  for  ser- 
vices in  the  erection  of  the  New  York  custom-honse. 

By  Mr.  MANN,  of  Pennsylvania  :  The  petilion  of  Robert 
Morrison,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  first  regiment  of  heavy 
artillery,  United  States  army,  nnder  General  Brown  during 
the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  praying  for  relief. 

By  Mr.  CHAPMAN:  The  memorial  of  William  Brent, 
Daniel  Carroll,  of  Duddington,  John  S.  Meelian,  and  other 
citizens  of  Washington,  asking  an  appropriation  to  remove 
nuisances  from  the  public  grounds. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  June  29,  1848. 
Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  me- 
morial from  citizens  of  Boston,  asking  that  Govern- 
ment will  survey  the  route  of  a  railroad  from  New 
York  to  Philadelphia;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  reported  a  joint  resolution  au- 
thorizing the  submission  of  certain  claims  to  arbi- 
tration; which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  an  act  giving  the  consent  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  the  State  of 
Texas  to  extend  the  eastern  boundary  so  as  to  in- 
clude within  her  limits'one-half  of  the  Sabine  pass, 
Sabine  lake,  and  Sabine  river  as  far  north  as  the 
32°  of  north  latitude. 

Mr.  B.  asked  for  the  immediate  consideration  of 
the  bill,  and  briefly  explained  its  character.  The 
boundary  of  the  United  States,  it  was  known,  em- 
braced the  Sabine  river  and  lake  to  its  western 
shore.  The  bouiidaiy  of  the  State  of  Louisiana 
extended  to  the  middle  of  the  Sabine;  so  that  the 
half  of  the  river  and  lake,  to  the  western  shore,  be- 
longed to  the  United  States,  and  was  not  included 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana;  therefore,  the  bound- 
ary of  the  State  and  that  of  the  United  States,  was 
not  identical.  The  bill  before  the  Senate  gives  the 
half  of  the  river  beyond  the  boundary  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana  to  the  State  of  Texas,  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  latter  to  extend  her  criminal  juris- 
diction to  the  Louisiana  boundary.  There  could 
be  no  objection  to  the  bill,  and  he  hoped  it  would 
now  be  passed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  La.,  and  Mr.  DOWNS, 
in  behalf  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  expressed  their 
acquiescence  in  the  arrangement. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
Field. 

Mr.  D.  explained  the  circumstances  connected 
with  this  resolution,  and  solicited  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate  to  take  it  up  and  put  it  on  its  pas- 
sage. The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  joint 
resolution  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  RUSK,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  estab- 
lish the  collection  district  of  Brazos  Santiago,  in 
the  State  of  Texas;  which  was  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

[Mr.  R.  invoked  the  early  action  of  the  commit- 
tee on  the  bill.] 

Mr.  HAMLIN,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
make  Bangor  a  port  of  entry  for  ships  or  vessels 
coming  from  and  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commsrce. 
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Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  iMaryland,  moved  to  print 
10,000  copies  of  the  memorial  of  the  Chictigo  Con- 
vention, thai  being  the  number  printed  of  the  me- 
morial of  the  Memphis  Convention. 

Mr.  J.  explained  that  he  had  been  guided  in  his 
selection  of  the  number  of  extra  copies  by  the 
course  taken  in  reference  to  the  proceedings  on  the 
memorial  of  the  Memphis  Convention.  The  me- 
morial was  an  able  one,  and  as  the  one  memorial 
had  been  extensively  circulated  by  Congress,  he 
presumed  there  would  be  no  objection  to  a  similar 
circulation  of  the  other. 

Mr.  NILES  objected  to  this  loose  mode  which 
had  crept,  of  late  years,  into  our  practice  of  circu- 
lating, at  the  public  expense,  matter  which  did  not 
iegitimately  belong  to  the  proceedings  of  Congress. 

Mr.  BUTLER  also  was  opposed  to  printing 
the  reports  of  irresponsible  conventions.  He  had 
•no  doubt  whatever  of  the  respectability  of  the 
Convention,  and  the  ability  which  characterized  its 
proceedings,  but  he  should  be  obliged  to  vote 
against  the  motion. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  motion.for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
ceeding to  the  special  order. 

Some  opposition  being  manifested,  Mr.  ALLEN 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 
The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Alherton,  Borland, 
Bradluiry,  Breese,  Bright,  Butler,  Davis  of  Mississippi, 
Dickinson,  Dix,  Dodgn,  Downs,  Felch,  Foote,  Hale,  Ham- 
lin, Hnnter,  Mason.  Niles,  Sturge(ni,  and  Tmncy — 2-2. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Badger,  Bell,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Corwin, 
Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Gieene,  Houston,  Jolinson  of  Ma- 
rvl-and,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Phelps,  Rusk,  Spruance, 
Underwood,  Uphauj,  and  Walker — 16. 

OREGON  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGHT,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
a  Territorial  Government  in  Oregon. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Davis, 
of  Mississippi,  to  amend  the  bill — 

Mr.  PHELPS  said  it  was  not  his  purpose,  when 
the  debate  commenced,  to  lake  any  part  in  this  de- 
bate, which  he  regarded  as  dangerous;  but  he  had 
changed  this  purpose,  in  consequence  of  the  points 
which  had  been  taken  by  Senators.  He  took  a 
view  of  the' charactei-  of  the  Missouri  compromise, 
and  stated  that  it  was  now  asserted,  that  in  the  teeth 
of  this  compromise.  Congress  has  no  power  to 
exclude  slavery  in  any  of  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States.  It  was  now  insisted  that  there  was 
in  Congress  no  power  whatever  to  interfere  in  this 
question.  Before  he  could  give  his  assent  to  this 
new  doctrine,  he  must  be  permitted  to  examine  it. 

He  went  on  to  say,  that  it  was  too  late  now  to 
set  up  this  objection,  because  it  was  a  question 
settled  by  the  legislation  of  the  country  from  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  to  this  day.  The  ac- 
quisition of  territory  brought  with  it  the  power  to 
govern  it.  The  power  of  Congress  over  it  is  un- 
qualified and  unlimited.  If  Congress  possess  the 
general  power  of  legislation  in  relation  to  Territo- 
ries, it  has  the  same  power  as  the  State  Govern- 
ments have  over  their  territory.  If  there  are  any 
restrictions  on  this  power,  he  called  on  Senators  to 
point  out  the  clause  in  tlie  Constitution  which  con- 
tains them.  There  is  no  restriction,  unless  it  be 
one  arising  from  the  subject  itself. 

He  admitted  that  all  the  powers  of  Government 
are  held  in  trust;  but  there  is  no  analogy  between 
this  and  a  common  legal  trust.  No  two  things  are 
wider  than  a  legislative  power  and  a  legal  trust: 
the  former  involves  a  large  amount  of  discretion. 
The  analogy  drawn  between  the  Government  and 
a  corporation  was  well  enough  in  principle,  but  it 
had  no  application  in  this  case.  He  examined  the 
character  of  slave  property,  which  had  its  origin 
in  domestic  relations;  it  is  merely  an  incident  to 
the  relation  between  parent  and  child,  and  a  still 
closer  incident  to  the  relation  between  master  and 
servant;  it  is  analogous  to  the  relation  between 
master  and  apprentice;  it  can  exist  nowhere  where 
that  relation  does  not  exist.  The  right  of  the  citi- 
zen to  remove  his  property  into  any  other  State  is 
fully  admitted;  but  the  citizen,  when  he  removes 
his  pro|)eriy  to  another  State,  takes  it  there  sulijcct 
to  the  local  laws  of  that  Slate.  Does  not  this  hold 
good  as  to  all  jiroperty  ?  This  is  a  species  of  prop- 
erty which  is  not  recognized  everywhere  as  such: 
the  citizen  can  remove  property  which  is  every- 
where recognized  as  such,  but  he  has  no  right  to 
carry  a  peculiar  kind  of  property,  only  recognized 
as  such  in   liU  own  State.     If  he  has  a  right  to 


carry  this  property,  how  is  it  that  he  can  lose  his 
title  to  it.'  It  is  not  so  as  to  goods  and  merchan- 
dise, which  are  recognized  and  respected  every- 
where. You  may  carry  your  property  where  you 
please,  but  it  must  be  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  State  where  he  selects  his  residence.  This  slave 
property  is  incident  to  a  peculiar  institution  which 
is  permitted  in  particular  States,  but  is  not  permit- 
ted to  exist  in  others.  If  you  take  it  into  those 
States  in  which  it  is  not  permitted  to  exist,  how  is 
it  to  stand  against  the  power  of  local  legislation.' 

But  it  ie  still  further  insisted  that  the  South  has 
the  power  to  carry  its  property  into  any  other 
State,  and  to  hold  it  in  defiance  of  local  legislation. 
Admit  this,  and  the  power  is  yielded  to  spread 
slavery  over  any  territory  you  may  acquire;  and 
wherever  the  area  of  fieedom  is  to  be  extended, 
the  standard  of  slavery  must  be  carried  with  it. 
Against  this,  he  must  enter  his  protest.  Before 
he  could  admit  this  doctrine,  he  must  see  the  clause 
which  tics  up  his  hands. 

It  had  been  said,  the  Constitution  recognizes  this 
description  of  property.  The  Constitution  speaks 
of  persons  "  held  to  service,"  but  it  is  silent  as  to 
their  being  property.  He  denied  that  what  was 
incident  to  a  domestic  relation,  and  ceased  when 
the  institution  ceased,  could  be  regarded  as  prop- 
erty. The  regulation  which  binds  master  to  slave 
is  confined  to  the  State  in  which  that  relation  ex- 
ists, but  cannot  extend  beyond  it.  But  where  did 
southern  Senators  find  the  clause  authorizing  the 
extension  of  this  institution,  by  the  introduction  of 
slavery  in  States  whose  local  legislation  is  opposed 
to  it.'  The  claim  is  asserted  to  introduce  slavery 
into  Oregon:  he  would  like  to  know  on  wlfat  basis 
it  rested.  The  master,  when  he  takes  his  slave 
into  a  free  State,  emancipates  him,  whether  he  will 
or  not.  It  depends  not  on  his  will,  but  on  the  local 
laws  of  the  State  into  which  he  has  carried  his 
slave. 

He  approved  of  the  doctrine  laid  down  by  the 
British  authorities,  and  by  the  free  States,  because 
the  converse  would  place  slavery  above  the  insti- 
tution of  legislation. 

Mr.  BUTLER  asked  whether,  if  a  slave  were 
seduced  or  stolen  in  a  slaveholding  State,  and  car- 
ried into  a  free  State,  the  person  committing  the 
act  would  be  punishable.' 

Mr.  PHELPS  said,  that  as  the  act  would  be  a 
crime  against  the  laws  of  the  slaveholding  State,  it 
would  be  held  as  a  crime  every  where;  but  whether 
the  offender  would  be  punished,  might  depend  on 
legal  technicalities  or  matters  into  which  he  would 
not  go. 

If  southern  gentlemen  laid  it  down  that  they 
could  not  carry  on  their  social  system  without 
slaves,  he  requested  them  to  cast  then-  eyes  over  the 
free  States — Ohio  and  others — and  to  say  if  slavery 
was  indispensable  to  prosperity.  He  pointed  to 
the  progress  of  the  great  western  country,  where 
the  institution  of  slavery  had  not  penetrated. 

Congress  has  the  right  to  legislate  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  whether  Congress  will  assent  to  the  intro- 
duction of  slavery  in  new  Territories  is  a  mere 
question  of  expediency. 

The  people,  of  Oregon  having  formed  a  tempo- 
rary Government,  adopted  a,  system  of  laws  by 
which  slavery  was  prohibited.  This  clause  recog- 
nizes those  laws,  and  the  motion  is  to  strike  out 
the  clause.  If  we  are  called  on  to  force  the  insti- 
tution on  the  Territory,  it  may  be  well  to  look  at 
the  consequences.  If  they  are  not  adapted  to  the 
institution,  the  institution  is  not  adapted  to  them, 
it  is  suited  to  a  difierent  region  of  country.  Let 
us  not  force  it  on  them.  If  they  are  to  have  it, 
let  them  introduce  it  themselves,  when  they  have 
grown  up  into  greater  power.  We  should  let  them 
alone. 

He  disclaimed  any  desire  to  make  a  display  by 
going  into  the  thousand  and  one  stories — some  ex- 
aggerated, and  others  without  foundation — with 
which  the  Senate  was  entertained  yesterday.  He 
did  not  intend  to  throw  any  reproach  on  the  South 
because  of  the  existence  of  slavery.  The  people 
of  the  South  had  received  it  from  their  ancestors. 
He  was  willing  to  say,  as  fur  as  his  narrow  obser- 
vation had  extetided,  that  many  of  the  slaves  were 
much  better  treated  than  he  previously  had  ex- 
pected. Still  it  was  an  evil — admitted  to  be  such 
by  many  southeiri  gentlemen  themselves;  and  he 
hoped  no  favor  would  be  shown  to  an  elfort  to 
extend  the  institution. 

Gentlemen  had  complained  that  slavery  was  pent 
up  within  a  few  States,     Why  should  it  not  be 


pent  up.'  Would  gentlemen  desire  to  inflict  the 
institution  on  other  States.'  What  was  to  become 
of  the  slaves  in  the  new  Teiritory — were  they  to 
enter  them  free  or  as  slaves.'  The  moral  sense  of 
the  age  was  against  the  institution— it  was  de- 
nounced by  the  Christian  world — everywhere  it 
was  opposed.  We  had  seen  the  overthrow  of 
aristocratic  systems  in  France  by  the  movement 
of  the  masses,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  ardor  of 
that  revolution,  slavery  was  put  down.  While 
we  are  congratulating  the  French  people  on  their 
success  in  putting  down  these  aristocratic  institu- 
tions, we  are  ourselves  extending  this  institution 
of  slavery  to  the  new  Territories'we  acquiie.  He 
desired  to  see  something  like  consistency  in  our 
legislation.  He  regretted  to  see  the  sfiirit  of  ac- 
quisition walking  abroad  through  our  country. 
How  long  it  may  be  before  we  shall  lay  our  hands 
on  Canada  and  the  West  Indies,  he  could  not  tell. 
But  he  hoped  we  should  yet  be  consistent  enough 
to  refuse  to  extend  the  evil  of  slavery  to  whatever 
Territory  may  fall  into  our  hands. 

If  the  new  ground  taken,  which  violates  the 
Missouri  compromise,  be  maintained,  he  foresaw 
great  difficulty  and  danger.  The  question  in  that 
case  never  can,  never  will  be  settled.  It  can  only 
be  settled  by  a  withdrawal  of  the  fiee  States.  He 
would  not  have  meddled  with  this  debate,  but  his 
silence  was  forbidden  by  a  strong  sense  of  duty, 

Mr.  MASON  wished  to  address  the  Senate,  and 
would  go  on  now,  or  wait  till  another  day. 

But  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was 
postponed  till  Monday. 

FORTIFICATIONS. 
On  motion   of  Mr.   ATHERTON,  the   Senate 
took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  fortifica- 
tions for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  June,  1849. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  an  appropriation  of  !|50,0U0  for  the 
repair  of  the  dam  at  the  head  of  Cumberland  Island, 
in  the  Ohio  river,  on  which  some  debate  ensued, 
in  which  Messrs.  ATHERTON,  CLAYTON, 
JOHNSONof  Maryland,  DOWNS,  and  DAVIS 
of  Mississippi,  opposed  the  motion,  on  the  ground 
that  a  bill  on  the  subject  having  already  passed  the 
Senate,  and  gone  to  the  House,  it  was  not  proper 
to  insert  the  same  bill  in  an  appropriation  bill, 
which  v/ould  seem  like  an  attempt  to  coerce  the 
House  into  an  acquiescence  of  the  measure.  It 
was  also  urged  that  to  imbody  this  subject  in  the 
fortification  bill,  was  the  introduction  of  irrelevant 
matter,  and  might  induce  the  President  to  veto  the 
bill. 

Messrs.  UNDERWOOD,  BENTON,  and 
BELL  defended  the  proposition,  on  the  ground 
that  the  bill  which  had  gone  from  the  Senate  could 
not  be  taken  up  in  the  House  without  a  vote  of 
two-thirds  in  its  favor,  and  was  therefore  in  peril 
of  being  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bell,  Benton,  Bright,  Clarke,  Oor- 
wni,  Hanneyan,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  and  Underwood — 9, 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Atherton,  Badger,  Berrien, 
Bradbury,  Biiller,  Cameron,  Clayton,  Davis  of  Mississippi, 
Dickinson,  Di,v,  Downs,  Felch,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Houston, 
Hunter,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Mangum, 
Mason,  Niles,  Phelps,  Stbastian,  Spruance,  Sturgeon, Tur- 
ney,  Upliam,  and  Yulee — 29. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  then  moved  to 
strike  out  the  clause  making  an  appropriation  of 
$40,000  for  building  a  sea-wall  at  Great  Brewster's 
hsland. 

Mr.  DIX  opposed  the  motion,  as  the  appropria- 
tion had  been  inserted  by  the  sanction  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  was  connected  with  the  general  plan 
for  the  completion  of  the  system  of  fortifications. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  explained  the 
condition  of  Biewster's  Island,  on  which  the  wa- 
ters of  the  ocean  were  making  such  inroads,  that, 
unless  the  sea-wall  was  built,  it  must  be  gradually 
washed  away,  and  the  entrance  of  the  harbor  by 
that  channel  entirely  obstructed.  The  plan  of  the 
Government  was  to  erect  a  battery  on  the  island, 
and  the  building  of  the  sea-wall  was  the  necessary 
preliininary  step. 

Mr,  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  said  he  was  op- 
posed to  making  this  appropriation  for  buildin;,'  a 
sea-wall  on  an  island  which  was  not  yet  in  the 
possession  of  the  United  Slates,  as  it  had  never 
been  coded  to  iho  Uniied  States, 

Mr,  ATHERTON  cNplained  the  propriety  of 
the  apiiro|irialion,aiul  .<?taied  that  the  Slale  of  Mas- 
sachusetts was  prepared  to  cede  the  island  at  any 
time. 
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The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Davis,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atcliison,  Benton,  Brisht,  Butler, 
Davis  ol"  Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Downs,  Fetch,  Foote,  Han- 
negan,  Hoiistnn,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Mason,  Sebastian, 
Tiirnev,  and  Yulee— 17. 

]VAYS — Messrs.  Atherton,  Badger,  Bell,  Bradbiir5',Cam- 
pron,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dix, 
Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Joliii- 
.son  of  Louisiana,  Niles,  Phelps,  Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Un- 
derwood, and  Uphaui — 22. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  an  item  for  fortifications  on 
Proctor's  Island,  Lake  Borgne,  $50,000. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative;  and  the  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time 
by  unanimous  consent  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  Senate  went 
into  Executive  session;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  June  30,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  "VINTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  current  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian 
department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations 
with  the  various  Indian  tribes  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1849;  and  to  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1849,  reported  the 
same  back  to  the  House, •accompanied  by  a  writ- 
ten report. 

The  bills  and  amendments  were  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  amendments 
and  report  oi-dered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  VINTON  gave  notice  that  he  would  ask 
the  House,  on  Monday  next,  to  consider  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  private  calendar.     Disagreed  to. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON, 
reoolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Root,  of  Ohio,  in  the 
chair,)  and  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic expenses  of  Government  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30, 1849. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  spoke  his  hour  on 
the  subject  of  a  proposed  change  in  the  character 
of  our  diplomatic  agents  abroad,  a  proposition 
having  been  foreshadowed  which  looked  to  an 
elevation  of  our  ministers  to  foreign  courts.  The 
office  of  an  ambassador,  he  said,  was  inconsistent 
with  our  republican  institutions,  and  the  salary 
and  outfit  of  §12,000  each  was  greater  by  one- 
third  than  was  paid  to  the  highest  office  or  func- 
tionary in  connection  with  this  Government,  except 
only  the  President  himself.  He  discussed  the 
whole  subject,  and  gave  utterance  to  his  inflexible 
opposition  to  the  changes  that  were  i)roposed. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the 
committee  on  the  general  topics  which  constituted 
the  Presidential  controversy. 

Mr.  BOCOCK  followed,  and  discussed  the  same 
.subjects,  but  more  particularly  that  of  the  power 
of  this  Government  over  the  territories  recently 
acquired,  in  the  course  of  which  he  stated  his 
opinion  to  be,  that  this  Government  could  oeate 
slavery  in  those  territories  if  it  should  be  its  pleas- 
ure to  do  so. 

Mr.  MANN,  of  Massachusetts,  next  obtained 
the  floor,  and  addresstd  the  committee  during  the 
hour.  He  confined  himself  to  the  simple  ques- 
tion a.i  to  the  power  of  the  General  Government 
over  the  new  territories,  and  of  slavery  thciein. 

[The  above  speeches  will  be  found  in  the  Ap- 
pendix.] 

Mr.  TOOMBS  next  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave 
way  for  a  motion  to  rise;  and  the  committee  rose 
accordingly  and  reported  progress. 

ORDNANCE  CORPS   OF  THE  ARMY. 
Mr.  FULTON  asked  the  genenil  consent  of  the 
House  to  makea  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  from  the  bill  to  extend  the  provisions 


of  existing  pension  laws  to  enlisted  men  of  ihe  ord- 
nance corps  of  the  United  States  army.  Objected 
to. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Fridav,  June  30,  1848. 

Mr.  DAYTON  presented  a  memorial  from  the 

Medical  Society  of  New  Jersey,  asking  for  a  law 

respecting  the  appointment  of  inspectors  to  examine 

adulterated  drugs;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

REPORTS  FROM   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  W. 
Chinn  and  others,  accompanied  by  a  report.  The 
bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  from  the  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  Moses  Shepherd,  accompanied 
by  a  report.     The  bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  asked  and  obtained  leave, 
by  unanimous  consent,  to  bring  in  a  bill  respecting 
the  employment,  by  the  Postmaster  General,  of 
public  steamers  to  carry  the  mail  along  the  coasts 
of  the  United  States;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana, 

Reiolved,  Tliat  the  SecrMary  of  War  report  to  the  Senate 
whether  or  not  a  lortiticaiion  at  Proctor's  Lajidlnj;,  on  Lake 
Borgne,  Louisiana,  is  not  necessary  for  the  defence  of  New 
Orleans,  and  if  necessary,  what  sum  is  required  to  com- 
mence the  work. 

Mr.  YULEEsubmitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  Comiiiiltee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  he  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  post  route  from  Ncvvnansville  to  Grunge  Springs, 
via  Madisonburg,  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi, 
Ordered,  That  10,000  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
Sccretaryof  War,  and  the  report  of  Lieutenant  Emory 
communicated  therewith,  he  printed  for  the  use  of  Ihe  Sen- 
ate, and  that  the  said  copies,  as  well  as  those  already  print- 
ed, be  bound  in  muslin. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DIX,  the  Senate  took  up  the 
bill  to  repeal  the  act  of  2d  March,  1837,  entitled 
"  An  act  concerning  pilots." 

Mr.  DIX  said,  Mr.  President:  On  a  former  oc- 
casion I  said  to  the  Senate  all  I  desire  to  say  in 
relation  to  the  legal  questions  involved  in  this  bill. 
I  shall  not  therefore  repeat  what  I  said  then,  or 
enter  into  any  new  assignment  or  discussion  of 
objections  arising  out  of  the  powers  of  Congi-ess 
over  the  subject  of  regulating  pilotage  in  the  States. 
But  I  am  constrained  by  the  remarks  which  were 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Davis,]  and  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr. 
Miller,]  to  enter  into  a  somewhat  detailed  Inslory 
of  the  pilot  question  in  New  York.  I  regret  that 
I  am  compelled  to  do  so,  because  it  has  become, 
in  some  degree,  a  dissension  between  classes,  in- 
volving private  interests;  and  these  are  always 
subjects  which  I  wish  to  avoid,  when  I  can  do  so 
consistently  with  my  duty  to  the  public. 

I  have  stated  heretofore  that  the  pilots  of  New 
York,  in  1836,  had  entered  into  an  agreement  to 
share  equally  their  joint  receipts,  and  that  this  com- 
bination had  led  to  a  relaxation  of  their  accustomed 
vigilance  in  looking  out  for  vessels  and  taking  them 
into  port.  In  consequence  of  some  disasters  which 
occurred,  the  public  attention  was  called  to  the 
defects  of  the  system  of  pilotage  existing  in  New 
York.  In  the  annual  message  of  the  Governor  of 
the  State,  on  the  3d  January,  1837,  he  brought  the 
subject  before  the  Legislature.  On  the  following 
day  select  committees  were  appointed  in  both 
branches.  On  the  11th  of  February,  a  bill  was 
reported  by  the  chairman  of  the  select  committee  in 
the  House  of  Assembly;  and  after  a  very  thorough 
discussion  in  committee  of  the  whole,  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  House  by  a  vote  of  91  to  7,  on  the 
8tii  of  March.  It  was  subsequently  read  a  third 
time  and  passed  by  a  vote  of  85  to  5.  In  the  Senate 
the  bill  was  received  on  the  14th  of  March,  referred 
to  the  select  committee  of  that  body,  and  reported 
with  amendments  which  were  concurred  in;  but  in 
consequence  of  the  pressure  of  important  business, 
I  it  was  not  passed  until  the  6th  of  April.  I  slate 
these  fads  to  show  the  deliberation  with  which  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York  acted  on  this 
important  question.  The  number  of  pilots  was 
increased,  a  careful  system  of  examination  was 
established,  combinations  were  guarded  against, 


and  all  the  known  and  alleged  evils  of  the  systemi 
were  provided  for  by  appropriate  remedies,  or 
remed  ies  at  least  which  were  considered  appropriate 
and  effectual. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Davis,] 
in-  his  remaiks,  seemed  to  assume  that  the  New 
York  pilots  of  1848  are  answerable  for  the  acts 
of  those  of  1835  and  1836;  and  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Miller,]  who  followed  him. 
made  some  allusion  to  them  which  appears  to 
warrant  the  same  inference.  But  if  those  gen- 
tlemen will  consider  how  rapidly  the  lapse  of  years 
is  thinning  the  ranks  of  their  own  friends  and  as- 
sociates, they  will  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that 
the  great  enemy  has  been  busy  with  the  pilots  also. 
Of  the  sixty  pilots  following  the  business  in  1837, 
there  are  but  twenty-nine  now  engaged  in  piloting. 
More  than  half  have  perished  at  sea,  died  oi> 
shore,  or  become  disqualified  by  age  for  the  ardu- 
ous service  in  which  they  wei-e  engaged.  The 
number  of  New  York  pilots  holding  branches  un- 
der the  laws  of  the  State,  is  eighty;  and  of  these, 
fifty-one  have  been  appointed  since  the  State  law 
of  1837  was  passed.  Whatever  responsibility, 
therefore,  belongs  to  the  pilots  of  1836,  has,  for 
the  most  part,  gone  with  them  to  be  met  at  a  higher 
tribunal  than  this.  I  state  these  facts  that  the  Sen- 
ate may  ur»derstand  why  it  will  be  proper  to  deal 
with  systems  and  not  with  men. 

The  haste  manifested  in  passing  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  1837,  of  which  we  ask  for  the  repeal, 
stands  in  strong  contrast  with  the  legislation  of 
New  York.  Let  me  recite  the  facts  as  briefly  as 
possible. 

By  the  Senate  Journal  of  1836-7,  it  will  be  seen 
that  a  resolution  was  introduced  on  the  12th  of 
January,  by  Mr.  Tallmadge,  of  New  York,  in- 
structing the  Committee  on  Commerce  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  legislating  on  the  subject 
of  pilots  on  the  seacoast,  with  power  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise.  This  resolution  was  adopted. 
The  Committee  on  Commerce  consisted  of  the 
following  distinguished  gentlemen:  Mr.  King  of 
Alabama,  chairman,  Mr.  Davis  of  Massachusetts, 
Mr.  Linn  of  Missouri,  Mr.  Brown  of  North  Car- 
olina, and  Mr.  Ruggles  of  Maine.  The  commit- 
tee, though  they  had  ample  time  for  delibeiation, 
never  made  a  report  on  the  resolution. 

On  the  28ih  day  of  February,  the  last  day  of 
the  month,  Mr.  Wall,  of  New  Jersey,  introduced 
a  bill  on  notice.  It  was  instantly  read  the  first  and 
second  time,  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  immedi- 
ately read  a  third  time — the  work  probably  of  as 
much  time  as  I  take  to  give  the  details. 

But,  sir,  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  accom- 
pany the  bill  through  all  the  stages  of  its  course. 
It  was  received  in  the  House  on  the  28th  of  Feb- 
ruary, the  day  it  passed  the  Senate,  (House  Jour- 
nal, page  552,)  and  on  the  next  day  received  its 
proper  number  of  readings,  and  passed.  On  the 
2d  of  March  it  received  the  President's  signature, 
and  became  the  law  of  the  land. 

Nor  is  this  all.  The  subject  had  been  referred 
to  a  committee  in  the  House  early  in  that  session. 
The  committee  made  an  elaborate  report  on  the 
22d  of  February,  and  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject.  In  the 
face  of  this  proceeding,  the  bill  was  passed,  and  in 
the  summary  way  I  have  stated. 

It  is  as  remarlcable  a  specimen  of  the  despatch  of 
business — business  involving  a  question  of  consti- 
tutional power,  and  bringing  in  its  tiain  collisions 
between  individuals,  and  classes,  and  States — as 
can  be  met  with.  It  was  hurried,  or  rather  rushed, 
through  Congress,  almost  at  the  last  hour  of  its 
session — indeed,  almost  at  the  last  hour  of  its  ex- 
istence. 

I  have  heretofore  told  the  Senate  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York,  after  becoming  satisfied  that 
the  act  of  Congress  operated  injuriously  on  the 
pilots  of  that  State,  and  after  waiting  eight  years 
for  its  repeal,  came  to  the  conclusion  to  repeal  her 
own  laws  regulating:  pilotage  by  way  of  Sandy 
Hook,  the  great  outlet  and  inlet  for  the  foreign 
commerce  of  the  country,  providing  only  that  the 
pilots  then  licensed  should  continue  to  be  pilots. 
It  has  been  alleged  that  the  New  York  pilot.s  were 
applicants  to  the  Legislature  for  repeal.  This  is  a 
mistake.  They  ajipealed  to  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  to — 

"  Try  and  dclermine  whether  tlifi  Aforesaid  act  of  Con- 
cress  does  or  does  not  transcend  the  legislative  power  of  the 
Federal  GoverniiKnt,  and  whether  the  acts  exercised  under 
its  sanction  and  under  the  aniliority  of  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  New  Jcrxcy  by  the  ciiizciiH  of  that  ^itata,  aru  or  are  not  In 
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violation  of  the  sovereignly  of  tlie  State  of  New  York,  and 
in  coirtcmpt  of  her  laws." 

It  is  true,  they  acquiesced  in  the  repeal  of  the 
State  laws,  and  desired  it  as  an  alternative,  if  they 
could  not  procure  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  Congress. 
The  latter  object  was  always  what  they  sought. 
Failing  in  it,  they  consented  to  the  repeal  of  the 
State  laws — a  measure  proposed  by.  the  mercantile 
i'iilerest.  Xije  pilots  believed  it  would  place  thern 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  pilots  of  New  Jersey. 
It  was  under  this  view  of  the  subject,  that  the  New 
York  pilots,  on  consultation  with  the  mercantile 
interest,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Board  of 
Underwriters,  consented  to  it.  S«ch  appears  to  be 
the  fact  from  the  petition  to  the  Legislature,  and 
the  debate  on  the  bill.  It  was  supposed  that  it 
would  open  a  fair  field  of  competition  to  thei«  and 
the  New  Jersey  pilots,  and  that  their  fitness  and 
industry  wouid  be  the  measure  of  their  success. 

As  soon,  however,  as  the  State  laws  were  re- 
pealed, the  chamber  of  commerce  and  the  board 
of  underwriters  organized  a  board  of  commission- 
ers to  examine  pilots  and  gi*'e  them  certificates. 
3Jfor  was  this  all.  They  published  a  notice,  which 
f  will  read,  calling  ot".  the  ship-masters  not  to  re- 
ceive a  pilot  unless  he  could  produce  a  certificate 
from  them  or  the  State  of  New  Jersey: 

"  It  is  recoinmentJev'l  tliat  no  vessel  receive  a  person  as 
pilot  except  oil  his  producing  a  certificate  sji>ited  by  the  above 
board,  or  those  issued  under  authority  of  tlie  State  of  New 
Jersey." 

This  measure  was  a  virtual  proscription  of  the 
New  York  pilots,  unless  they  would  consent  to 
receive  the  certificates  of  this  irresponsible  board, 
and  acknowledge  its  authority.  It  was  not  to  be 
supposed  that  they  would  discredit  the  licenses 
they  held  under  the  laws  of  the  State  by  receiving 
tl)e  certificates  of  a  board  organized  without  any 
legal  authority  whatever — certificates,  which  could 
confer  no  authority  on  those  to  whom  they  were 
given.  Was  it  reasonable  to  expect  them  to  do  so  ? 
Certainly  not.  They  possessed  in  the  State  licenses 
the  highest  warrants  of  authority.  They  required 
nothing  more;  they  should  not  have  been  asked  to 
take  less. 

Though  the  Chamberof  Commerce  and  the  Board 
■of  Underwriters  have  no  legal  control  over  the  sub- 
ject of  pilotage,  their  actual  control  is  very  great. 
They  represent,  and  indeed  wield,  the  commercial 
influence  of  the  city  of  New  York.  The  ship-mas- 
ters are  subject,  in  a  great  degree,  to  that  influence, 
and  hence  the  recommendation  had  in  many  cases 
the  efficacy  of  a  command.  It  was  literally  warn- 
ing the  public  against  employing  the  New  York 
pilots,  though  trained  from  their  youth  to  their  vo- 
•cation,  unless  they,  holding  the  State  authority  in 
their  hands,  would  consent  to  receive  certificates 
from  an  irresponsible  board  having  no  legal  power 
to  grant  them.  What  was  the  effect?  Was  it  to 
break  up  a  monopoly — the  great  evil  of  which  the 
public  complained.'  The  New  York  pilots  were 
€ighty-two  in  number;  theNew  Jersey  pilots  seven- 
teen; and  the  merchants'  board,  as  it  is  called,  soon 
after  these  regulations  were  published,  granted  cer- 
tificates to  sixteen  persons.  If  the  recommenda- 
tion had  been  act«d  on,  the  whole  pilotage  of  the 
city  would  have  been  given  to  thirty-three  persons, 
and  eighty-two  persons  would  have  been  excluded 
from  all  participation  in  it.  But  it  was  not  gener- 
ally acted  on.  With  all  the  weight  it  carried  with 
it,  the  New  York  pilots  continued  to  be,  and  are 
still  extensively  employed,  though,  as  I  shall  show, 
they  have  felt  severely  the  effect  of  the  invidious 
distinction  which,  has-been  made  between  them 
and  others. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  state  in  detail  the  conse- 
quences which  have  resulted  from  the  act  of  Con- 
gress; for  it  is  to  this  act  that  all  the  difficulty 
which  exists  is  to  be  traced. 

1.  There  has  not  been  a  fair  competition.  The 
ship-owners,  who  represent  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  active  commercial  capital  of  the  city,  have 
contributed  to  make  it  unequal.  In  the  first  place, 
the  regulation  I  have  quoted  has  had  its  influence. 
TheNew  York  pilots  are  passed  by,  and  the  New 
Jersey  and  merchants'  pilots,  as  they  are  called, 
are  employed  in  preference;  not  because  the  latter 
are  more  competent,  but  because  they  are  consid- 
ered as  preferred  by  the  mercantile  classes,  on  whom 
the  ship-masters  are  often  dependent  for  employ- 
ment. The  injustice  of  the  regulation  is  more  dis- 
tinctly seen  in  a  practice  which  hms  grown  up 
under  it,  and  become  very  extensive,  of  taking  a 
vessel  brought  in  by  a  New  York  pilot  out  of  his 


hands,  and  giving  her  to  a  New  Jersey  or  mer- 
chants' pilot  to  take  out. 

It  may  be  proper  to  say  that  in  every  State,  of 
which  I  have  been  able  to  examine  the  laws,  and 
in  which  those  laws  are  passed  with  a  view  to 
equality,  a  pilot  bringing  in  a  vessel,  or  a  pilot  be- 
longing to  the  same  boat,  has  the  privilege  of  taking 
the  vessel  out.  The  reason  is  obvious.  The  in- 
ward pilotage  is  often  hazardous  and  laborious. 
Vessels  are  sometimes  boarded  two  hundred  miles 
at  sea.  Pilots  are  often  out  a  week  or  ten  days  in 
pursuit  of  them.  They  are  to  be  brought  into  port 
in  all  weathers.  But  the  outward  pilotage  is  al- 
ways easy.  Vessels  go  to  sea  in  fair  weather  only. 
The  pilot  takes  his  charge  a  few  miles  from  shore, 
and  leaves  her.  There  is  no  labor,  no  hazard,  and 
but  little  responsibility  in  it.  Nothing  can  be  more 
unjust,  more  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  fair- 
ness and  liberality,  than  to  take  from  a  pilot  a 
vessel  he  has  brought  in,  and  give  her  to  another 
to  take  out.  It  is  in  fact  only  by  taking  a  vessel 
out,  that  a  pilot  can  be  compensated  for  the  labor 
of  bringing  her  in.  Accordingly,  this  privilege  is 
usually  secured  by  law.  The  laws  of  Massachu- 
setts, for  instance,  provide  that  the  pilot  who 
brought  in  a  vessel  (or  one  belonging  to  the  same 
boat)  is  entitled  to  take  her  out.  In  like  manner 
the  laws  of  South  Carolina  provide,  that  "  every 
'  pilot  taking  a  vessel  in,  has  the  exclusive  right  to 
'  take  her  out, "  except  in  case  of  misbehavior,  &c. 

Let  us  see  what  has  been  the  operation  of  the 
system  in  New  York  since  the  act  of  Congress 
passed.  That  act  authorizes  a  pilot  from  New 
York  or  New  Jersey  to  be  employed  to  pilot  a 
vessel  to  or  from  New  York.  It  leaves  it  optional 
with  the  master  of  a  vessel  to  employ  the  same 
pilot  who  brought  in  a  vessel,  to  take  her  out,  or 
to  employ  another  pilot;  and  here  the  regulation 
of  theChamberofCommerceand  the  Board  of  Un- 
derwriters come  in,  recommending  him  to  employ 
no  pilot  not  certified  by  their  board  or  licensed  by 
New  Jersey,  excluding  the  eighty  New  York  pilots. 
The  consequence  may  be  readily  seen.  I  hold  in 
my  hand  several  lists  of  vessels  brought  in  by  New 
York  pilots  and  given  to  New  Jersey  of  merchants' 
pilots  to  take  out  again.  The  names  of  the  vessels 
are  given  as  well  as  the  time  of  the  transactions. 
There  is  also  a  list  of  vessels  taken  out  by  the  mer- 
chants' pilots,  which  they  did  not  bring  in.  This 
list  is  furnished  by  the  secretary  of  the  board  of 
commissioners,  and  is  under  his  own  hand.  The 
pilotage  on  these  vessels  amounted  to  $3,038  53, 
and  must  have  been  taken  from  the  New  York 
pilots.  There  are  in  addition,  lists  of  148  vessels 
taken  from  the  New  York  pilots  during  a  portion 
of  the  years  1846  and  1847,  and  given  to  other 
pilots  to-take  out  again.  Even  these  lists  are  not 
complete.  There  were  numerous  cases  which  were 
omitted  for  want  of  precise  information.  The 
average  pilot  fees  for  each  vessel  are  estimated  at 
|25.  They  are  probably  a  little  more — certainly 
not  less.  At  this  rate,  the  amount  taken  from  the 
New  York  pilots  on  the  vessels  above  mentioned, 
and  by  violating  a  rule  of  universal  justice,  is 
$6,688. 

These  facts  are  proved  by  unquestionable  evi- 
dence. In  the  year  1844,  before  the  merchants' 
pilots  were  appointed,  it  appears  by  a  "remon- 
strance of  the  underwriters  of  the  port  of  New 
York,"  Doc.  No.  60,  House  of  Representatives, 
1st  session  29th  Congress,  that  the  New  York 
pilots  brought  in  ]  ,992  vessels,  and  took  out  1,610 — 
a  difference  of  382,  the  pilotage  on  which  must 
have  amounted  to  $9,350.  By  the  same  return  it 
appears  that  the  New  York  pilots,  81  in  number, 
piloted  in  and  out  3,602  vessels,  or  44  j  vessels  each 
pilot,  giving  them,  at ||25  per  vessel,  $1,112  50  each, 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  their  boats,  and  maintain 
their  families  on  shore.  It  also  appears  that  the 
New  Jersey  pilots,  17  in  number,  piloted  in  and 
out  1,131  vessels,  giving  them,  at  $25  per  vessel, 
$1,663  23  each,  or  $550  73  each  more  than  the  New 
York  pilots.  A  very  considerable  portion  of  this 
difference  is  owing  to  the  open  manner  in  which 
the  New  York  pilots  have  been  discouraged  by  the 
board  of  commissioners. 

I  have  stated  these  facts,  Mr.  President,  in  jus- 
tice to  the  New  York  pilots,  who  have  been  charged 
by  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Davis,] 
and  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Miller,] 
with  sinister  motives  in  coming  to  Congress  to  ask 
for  a  repeal  of  the  act  of  2d  March,  1837.  I  have 
felt  it  due  to  them  to  show  that  they  are  laboring 
under  a  serious  disability,  and  are  the  objects  of  a 


most  invidious  distinction  under  the  operation  of 
this  act. 

But  I  proceed  to  other  considerations. 

2.  One  of  the  great  complaints  against  the  sys- 
tem in  force  previous  to  1837,  was,  that  pilots 
would  not  go  to  sea  in  search  of  vessels,  but  waited 
at  Sandy  Hook  to  receive  them.  This  evil  has 
been  remedied;  but  it  has  been  followed  both  by 
inconveniences  and  injustice,  which,  perhaps,  fully 
counterbalance  it.  I  will  first  state  the  inconveni- 
ence. Pilots  now  go  far  out  to  sea  in  quest  of, 
vessels.  It  is  not  an  uncommon  thing  for  a  pilot 
to  present  himself  two  hundred  miles  from  New 
York.  Now,  there  is  no  particular  advantage  in 
this.  It  may  be  safely  said  that  no  vessel  requires 
or  wishes  a  pilot  at  a  greater  distance  than  twenty 
or  twenty-five  miles  from  Sandy  Hook.  If  a  pilot 
gets  on  board  a  vessel  one  or  two  hundred  miles 
from  New  York,  he  does  not  take  charge  of  her. 
She  is  ordinarily  given  to  him  when  she  comes  in 
sight  of  land.  It  is  not  every  pilot  who  is  capable 
of  taking  charge  of  a  vessel  out  of  sight  of  land, 
and  carrying  her  into  port.  The  consequence  of 
the  present  over-active  competition  is,  that  the  pilot 
boats  go  to  sea,  vessels  constantly  pass  them,  and 
on  reaching  Sandy  Hook  they  find  no  pilots.  At 
the  very  place  where  they  are  most  wanted,  they 
are  often  not  to  be  found.  I  shall  refer  to  an  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Johnson,]  to 
know  whether,  on  arriving  at  Sandy  Hook  in  the 
Great  Western,  that  vessel  was  not  detained  be- 
cause no  pilot  could  be  found.  I  will  read  some 
notes  from  the  log-book  of  the  United  States  light- 
ship off  Sandy  Hook,  showing  that  it  is  a  very 
common  occurrence  for  vessels  to  arrive  there  and 
be  detained  for  want  of  pilots.  There  are  over 
seventy  cases  on  the  abstract  of  the  log-book, 
which  I  hold  in  my  hand;  and  in  addition,  the 
captain  of  the  ship  states  on  one  occasion  that 
there  was  "a  large  number  of  vessels  in  sight 
wanting  pilots;"  on  another,  that  "several  ves- 
sels near  us  want  pilots;"  and  that  there  were 
many  other  cases  which  he  saw  himself,  and  of 
which  no  entry  was  made  in  the  log-book.  While, 
therefore,  the  active  competition  in  piloting  has 
corrected  one  evil,  it  has  produced  another. 

And  now,  sir,  I  will  state  the  injustice  of  the 
system.  Under  the  laws  of  New  York  and  New 
Jersey,  and  I  believe  under  the  laws  of  most  other 
States,  if  a  pilot  boards  a  vessel  beyond  a  certain 
distance  from  the  land,  he  is  entitled  to  25  per  cent, 
in  addition  to  his  established  fees.  In  New  York 
this  distance  is  some  fifteen  miles  outside  of  the 
Sandy  Hook  light.  This  is  called  off-shore  pilot- 
age, and  was  intended  as  a  compensation  for  the 
extra  labor  and  inconvenience  of  the  pilot.  When 
there  was  a  legally-established  system,  it  could  be 
exacted.  Now  it  cannot,  and  ship-owners  and 
masters  knowing  this,  refuse  to  pay  it.  This  re- 
mark is  not  of  universal  application,  but  the  prac- 
tice is  becoming  very  general.  It  is  believed  that 
four-fiQJis  of  the  vessels  refuse  to  pay  the  off-shore 
pilotage.  They  are  willing  the  pilot  should  go  one 
or  two  hundred  miles  to  sea,  but  they  are  unwilling 
to  pay  him  the  customary  addition  to  his  fees.  If 
he  presents  himself,  the  first  question  is,  "  Do  you 
charge  off-shore  pilotage?"  And  if  he  refuses  to 
give  it  up,  the  ship  refuses  to  take  him.  Or  if  no 
bargain  is  made  with  him,  he-is  required  to  deduct 
it  when  the  vessel  goes  out,  or  she  is  given  to  an- 
other person.  Under  such  a  system  he  has  no 
legal  security  either  for  just  or  liberal  treatment. 

3.  The  active  competition  which  has  grown  out 
of  the  existing  system,  and  which  would  have 
grown  up  without  the  act  of  Congress  under  the 
State  law  of  New  York,  has  not  had  the  effect  of 
securing  commerce  against  shipwrecks  and  other 
disasters.  I  very  much  doubt  whether  they  have_ 
been  at  all  diminished  in  number.  The  cases  of 
the  Mexico  and  the  Bristol  were  extraordinary 
occurrences.  They  happened  at  ?n  inclement  sea- 
son, and  even  if  the  old  system  had  been  contin- 
ued, such  disasters  might  not  hive  occurred  again 
in  half  a  century.  Since  that  time  there  have  been 
shipwrecks  equally  disastrous,  except  in  the  loss 
of  life.  Some  of  the  property  in  the  Bristol  and 
Mexico  was  saved,  and  the  deaths  which  occurred 
in  the  Mexico  were  not  from  drowning,  but  from 
frost,  the  passengers,  who  were  emigrants,  having 
been  driven  to  the  deck  in  a  winter's  night  of  un- 
paralleled severity. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  list  of  220  vessels  stranded, 
run  a,°-round,  or  wrecked,  from  April  1S39  to 
March  1846— seven  years— all  under  the  new  sys- 
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tern.  Of  this  number,  over  30  were  a  total  loss, 
and  22  were  engaged  in  foreign  commerce.  Some 
of  these  shipwrecks  were  of  a  most  distressing 
character  on  account  of  the  loss  of  hfe  with  which 
they  were  attended.  The  ship  John  Minturn,  for 
instance,  went  asiiore  on  Squam  Beach,  about  fif- 
teen miles  from  Sandy  Hook — the  captain  and  iiis 
family,  the  pilot,  and  thirty-eight  others,  having 
perished  together,  and  the  ship  and  cargo  were 
totally  lost.  On  the  score  of  property,  it  was 
probably  a  heavier  loss  than  that  of  the  Bristol  or 
Mexico. 

I  have  another  list  of  111  vessels  stranded,  run 
aground,  or  wrecked,  from  February,  1846,  com- 
mencing where  the  other  list  terminated,  to  tiie  14ih 
January,  1848 — say  two  years.  Of  this  number, 
24  were  a  total  loss — a  large  increase  in  the  ratio 
compared  with  former  years — and  nine  were  en- 
gaged in  foreign  commerce.  In  the  first  seven  years 
above-named,  the  vessels  totally  lost  amounted  to 
nearly  five  per  annum.  During  the  last  two  years 
they  have  been  twelve  per  annum — more  than 
doubled,  though  the  increase  of  the  commerce  of 
the  city  has  been  in  a  much  larger  proportion. 

I  state  these  facts  to  show  that  security  to  prop- 
erty ar.d  life  has  not  increased  under  the  existing 
system,  whatever  opinions  may  be  expressed  to 
the  contrary.  It  is  true,  I  ha\ie  not  been  able  to 
make  comparisons  with  the  period  preceding  1837 
for  want  of  data.  There  is,  however,  an  account 
by  Captain  Earl,  who  was  adduced  as  a  witness 
H<;ainst  the  New  York  pilots,  and  who  stated,  in 
1835,  that  he  had  enumerated,  from  memory,  39 
vessels  tot.flly  lost  within  a  "  few  years. "  The 
number  of  years  is  left  to  conjectures  but,  upon  the 
most  unfavorable  supposition,  the  loss  could  not 
have  exceeded  that  of  the  last  two  years. 

I  have  also  felt  myself  called  on  to  make  this 
statement  to  meet  the  declaration  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Davis,]  that 
"  shipwrecks  in  the  neighborhcjod  of  that  harbor 
are  almost  unknown" — a  declaration  whicii  he 
would  not  have  ventured  to  make,  if  he  had  taken 
time  to  investigate  the  facts  with  his  usual  care  a!;d 
discrimination. 

From  what  I  have  said  it  will  be  apparent  that 
the  whole  control  of  the  subject  of  pilotage  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  ship-owners  and  ship-masters, 
without  legal  regulation.  The  master  of  a  vessel 
may  take  any  pilot  he  pleases — he  may  bargain  for 
the  amount  of  pilot  fees — he  may,  after  having 
taken  a  jnlot  two  hundred  miles  at  sea,  when 
coming  in,  give  his  vessel  to  another  pilot  to  take 
out.  The  pilot  himself  has  no  security  either  that 
the  customary  fees  will  be  paid  him,  or  that  he  will 
have  the  preference  in  taking  out  a  vessel  he  has 
brought  in.  He  is,  in  fact,  wholly  dependent  on 
the  sliip-owner  or  ship-master.     Is  this  right.' 

I  believe,  Mr.  President,  that  the  best  systems 
of  pilotage  are  those  which  are  under  the  most 
rigid  regulation.  The  defect  of  liie  system  in  New 
York  is,  that  there  is  no  law,  no  systematic  govern- 
ment or  rules.  Nor  can  there  be  while  a  master 
of  a  vessel  is  allowed  to  take  a  pilot  from  two  dif- 
ferent States.  It  is  impossible  to  enforce  prohibi- 
tions or  commands  in  one  State,  when  there  is  a 
com()etition  between  different  classes  holding  war- 
rants or  licences  from  two  separate  authorities, 
neither  of  which  is  responsible  to  the  other. 

The  Chamlier  of  Commerce  and  the  Board  of 
Underwriters  have, by  estaljlishing  rules  themselves, 
confessed  the  necessity  of  legal  regulation.  They 
have  no  authority  to  enforce  the  rules  they  have 
adopted,  and  those  rules  are  not  enforced.  They 
fixed  the  rates  of  pilotage  according  to  the  standard 
established  by  the  law  of  New  York,  which  had 
been  repealed;  but  these  rates  are  not  uniformly 

f)aid.  The  pilots  are  constantly  obliged  to  take 
CSS  in  order  to  obtain  employment.  Pilots  are 
required  to  board  the  nearest  ve.-jsel  under  u  penalty 
or<j50;  but  there  is  no  power  to  enforce  the  penalty. 
The  commissioners  arc  authorized  by  the  regula- 
tion.s  to  imj)o.se  fines;  but  u  is  a  perfectly  nominal 
authority.  Oil-shore  pilotage  is  allowed  by  their 
regulations;  but  vessels,  us  has  been  seen,  in  most 
instances,  refuse  or  evade  the  payment,  because 
there  is  no  legal  authority  to  exact  it. 

If  a  pilot  offers  his  services  to  the  eastward  of 
the  white  buoy,  about  three  miles  from  Sandy 
Hook,  Htid  is  refused,  he  is  entitled  to  half-|)iloi- 
age;  but  it  is  never  paid  bec^ausc  the  commission- 
ers had  no  power  to  make  such  a  regulation.  They 
have  no  authority  whatever.  Their  regulations 
ajo  a  dead  letter.     All   the  control  there  is  rests 


upon  the  commercial  influence  wielded  by  the  com- 
missioners and  the  ship-jwners. 

1  believe  this  slate  of  things  to  be  radically  wrong. 
The  reasons  for  subjecting  the  business  of  pilotage 
to  legal  regulation  seem  to  me  urgent  and  unan- 
swerable. Let  me  advert  to  a  single  one.  The 
entries  and  clearances  of  foreign  vessels  at  New 
York  exceed  1,100  per  annum.  They  are  entirely 
dependent  on  a  judicious  system  of  pilotage  for 
their  safe^ly.  Tiie  regular  traders  may  know  the 
pilot  boats,  and  sometimes  may  make  selections; 
but  foreign  vessels,  without  this  knowledge,  will 
naturally  take  the  first  pilot  that  presents  hi.mself. 
They  can  have  no  knowledge  of  his  qualifications; 
they  are  entirely  at  his  mercy;  and  it  is  only  by  a 
proper  system  of  regulation,  under  an  undivided 
authority,  that  we  can  do  justice  to  the  vast  for- 
eign commerce  which  cenlers  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  The  act  of  Congress  is  the  only  obstacle 
to  the  establishment  of  such  a  system.  If  it  were 
repealed,  1  am  entirely  satisfied  that  a  system  could 
be  adopted,  in  concurrence  with  the  mercantile 
classes,  which  would  meet  the  views  and  interests 
of  all,  and  secure  every  public  object. 

But,  to  pursue  this  point  a  little  further,  the 
New  York  merchants  are  not  ihe  only  parties  in 
interest.  New  York  is  the  centre  of  commerce 
of  the  whole  Union.  Forejgn  countries,  as  1  have 
already  shown,  have  also  a  deep  interest  in  the 
matter — an  interest  which  we  have  no  right  to 
subject  to  the  control,  without  law,  of  a  single 
class,  it  IS  due  to  the  couniry  that  the  system  of 
pilotage  for  the  great  emporium  of  the  Union 
should  be  made  efficient  by  judicious  regulation, 
instead  of  being  thrown  o)5en  to  unrestrained  com- 
peiiiion.  The  interests  at  slake  are  tooimportant: 
not  property  alone,  but  huiium  liCe  is  concerned. 
I  am  not  aware  that  there  is  any  commercial  coun- 
try which  inirusls  the  business  of  piloting  to  open 
competition.  It  is  one  of  the  few  matters  in  which 
regulation  has  always  been  deemed  indispensable. 
Strongly  impressed  as  I  am  with  the  importance 
of  freeing  commerce  and  navigation,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, from  all  shackles  and  restrictions,  I  cannot, 
on  the  fullest  reflection,  bring  my  mind  to  the  con- 
clusion that  pilotage  should  be  without  law. 

But  there  is  another  consideration.  Those  who 
now  control  pilotage  in  New  York  to  a  great  ex- 
tent, have  an  interest  adverse  to  the  pilots.  Their 
interest  is  to  have  piloting  done  cheap.  Bargains 
are  frequently  made,  and  the  pilot  is  compelled  to 
take  less  than  the  customary  rates — less  than  the 
rates  fixed  as  reasonable  and  just  by  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  the  Board  of  Underwriters.  The 
tendency  of  this  state  of  things  is  to  drive  the  best 
pilots  into  olher  employments,  and  to  introduce  an 
inferior  class  of  men  in  their  place.  And  from  the 
best  judgment  I  have  been  able  to  form,  I  cannot 
but  think,  that  if  this  stale  of  things  continues 
until  the  present  slock  of  well-trained  pilots  pass 
off  the  stage.  New  York,  instead  of  having  pilots 
equal  to  the  best  in  any  country,  will  have  the 
worst.* 

I  am  not  quite  certain,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
interest  of  insurers  is  so  very  decidedly  in  favor  of 
the  highest  degree  of  security  to  property  afloat 
as  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  supposes.  In- 
surance is  regulated  by  the  hazards.  The  rates 
are  high  when  the  hazard  is  great,  and  they  are 
low  when  the  hazard  is  small.  Now,  I  believe  it 
may  be  said  with  safety  that  the  rates  of  insurance 
rise  in  a  ratio  higher  than  that  of  the  increase  of 
hazard,  and  that  the  profits  of  insurance  are  great- 
est when  the. security  is  least.  I  speak  in  respect 
to  the  operation  of  principles,  and  not  in  respect  to 
motives  of  action;  and  only  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 


*  Since  making  this  .s|)(;efi),  1  liave  seen  a  notice  in  llie 
New  Yoik  paper^^,  wliich  i3  annexed  : 

"  Notice  to  Ship-mitstcrs. — The  Hoard  »(  Underwriters  of 
lliiH  city  Jiave  ret-olved  to  revive  the  piaclice  of  exaininiiii; 
the  conduct  of  the  masterti  of  vessels  wreclved  or  meeting 
Willi  serious  disasters  wiUionl  extraordinary  cause,  occa- 
sioning loss  to  tin;  memhers  of  the  lioaid ;  and  that  pending 
each  examination  and  sus|iension,  no  lisks  are  to  be  taken 
on  vess(ds  in  charge  of  such  ina.-UTs. 

"  Notice  is  also  given,  that  inl'ormation  lias  been  commu- 
nicated to  the  Board  that  several  ship-masters  have  recently 
entered  this  poit  without  jiilots,  and  otliers  with  pTsoiis 
pretending  to  be  pilots,  wlio  were  incompetent.  The  Board 
leciue.-ts  masters  to  act  with  greater  care  for  the  future,  as 
the  insurance  companies  will  hold  parties  toastrictaccoiint- 
uliility  for  omitting  to  tLike  a  pilot,  ami  also  for  taking  an  in- 
competent pilot.  J^U.  S.  TAPI'AN, 

"  Upcrelary  Board  of  Underivritcrs  of  New  Vork." 

Notliing  can  more  <-lparly  show  the  defectiveness  of  the 
exisiiiijj  .■.ystem  Uiaii  Ibis  notice,  or  prove  more  eonclu^ively 
ilie  truth  of  wliat  I  have  said. 


plaining  why  a  very  defective  system  of  pilotage 
miiht  exist  without  prejudice  to  insurers. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  has  said  that 
the  mercantile  interest  generally  is  in  favor  of  the 
present  system,  and  he  intimates  pretty  strongly 
that  there  is  not  a  merchant  in  New  York  who  is 
not  opposed  to  the  repeal.  Now,  I  can  assure  the 
Senator  that  the  memorials  from  New  York  ask- 
ing for  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  Congress,  signed  by 
some  five  thousand  persons,  contain  the  r>ames  of 
several  highly  respectable  merchants,  besides  a 
large  number  of  ship-masters  anil  ship-owneis.  I 
can  also  assure  him  that  I  have  conversed  with 
some  of  the  most  respectable  ship-masters  who 
sail  from  New-York,  and  who  believe  the  present 
system  tends  to  degrade  the  pilots,  and  to  render 
life  and  property  insecure.  It  is  no  doubt  true  that 
the  merchants  generally  are  opposed  to  the  repeal; 
1st,  for  reasons  1  have  slated;  and  2d,  because  it 
has  been  industriously  circulated  by  interested  per- 
sons that  the  object  of  the  repeal  is  to  establish  the 
old  monopoly.  The  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
twice  said  so,  and  i  regretted  to  hear  it.  He  has 
been  deceived.  There  is  not  a  shadow  of  founda- 
tion for  the  charge.  It  is  this  belief  which  has 
produced  so  much  hostility  to  the  repeal,  and  t 
regret  that  my  honorable  friend  from  Massachu- 
setts should  have  fallen  into  so  great  an  error.  Let 
me  state  a  few  facts. 

The  New  York  pilots  assented  in  1846  to  the 
creation  of  a  board  of  cominissioners  of  three  per- 
sons, one  to  be  chosen  by  the  Board  of  Under- 
writers, one  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
one  by  themselves,  to  regulate  the  whole  business 
of  pilotage.  They  ofTered  to  take  into  the  asso- 
ciation of  pilots  all  those  now  licensed  by  New 
Jersey  and  the  merchants'  pilots,  if  found  qualified 
on  examination.  This  proposition  contemplated 
a  repeal  of  the  act  of  Congiess  and  the  estabiish- 
ment  of  a  system  of  pilotage  by  Slate  legislation. 
The  agent  of  those  two  bodies  was  understood  to 
give  his  assent  to  it  in  this  city,  and  I  supposed 
the  matter  would  be  satisfactorily  adjusted.  But 
on  his  return  to  New  York  they  refused  to  accede 
to  it.  The  pilots  agreed  that  the  mercantile  inter- 
est should  have  two  to  one  of  the  commissioners, 
a  complete  control,  provided  they  could  have  legal 
regulation.  Under  the  existing  system  this  inter- 
est has  the  control  without  legal  regulation.  This 
is  the  issue  joined  between  the  parties.  The  New 
York  pilots  desire  no  monopoly.  They  do  not 
ask  even  for  control.  They  ask  only  legal  pro- 
tection for  rights  universally  acknowledged  to  be 
just. 

The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  also  stated  aa 
his  belief,  that  the  papers  in  his  possession  showed 
no  persons  connected  with  the  shipping  interest  of 
the  country,  except  the  pilots,  desired  the  repeal 
of  the  act  of  Congress.  1  have  shown  this  to  be 
a  mistake.  I  might  go  on  and  say  that  two  sover- 
eign Stales  have  complained  of  it  as  injurious  to 
great  public  interests.  But  if  it  were  true  that 
none  but  the  pilots  desired  the  repeal  of  the  law, 
would  it  be  a  reason  why  Congress  should  turn  a 
deaf  ear  to  their  appeal?  May  not  any  individual, 
or  any  class  of  individuals,  fairly  appeal  to  Con- 
gress for  protection  against  the  operation  of  its 
own  enactments,  when  ihey  are  oppressive  or  in- 
jurious to  the  party  appealing.'  I  have  always 
supposed  it  to  be  the  peculiar  tfuty  of  Congress  to 
see  that,  in  the  enactment  of  laws,  individual  rights 
were  not  injuriously  affected.  'I'he  only  fjuestioii 
is,  how  far  those  rights  shall  give  way  to  great 
public  interests.  And,  sir,  I  insist  that,  on  the 
application  of  the  pilots  alone,  asking  for  the  repeal 
of  an  act  which  has  proved  oppressive  to  them,  it 
would  have  been  the  duty  of  Congress  to  look 
into  the  facts,  and  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioners, unless  high  public  considerations  rendered 
it  iinproper.  But,  as  I  have  already  said,  the 
pilots  are  not  the  only  complainants.  Numerous 
and  respectable  classes  of  ciiizens  unite  with  them; 
and  the  Legislatures  of  two  States  remonstrate 
against  the  act  of  Congress  cither  as  oppressive  or 
as  injurious  to  the  public  interest  which  it  is  de- 
signed to  secure. 

I  cannot  dismiss  this  part  of  the  subject  without 
saying  that  1  entertain  for  the  merchants  of  the 
city  of  New  York  the  highest  respect.  In  enter- 
prise, intelligence  in  commercial  matters,  and  in  an 
honorable  discharge  of  their  pecuniary  obligations, 
they  are  uns^^rpassed  by  any  class  of  men  in  this 
country  or  miy  other.  Wlien  1  took  my  seat  in 
this  body,  it  was  with  an  earnest  desire  to  contri- 
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bute  my  humble  efforts  to  the  promotion  of  the 
commercial  interest  of  the  country,  which  I  thought 
had  not  received  all  the  notice  to  which  it  was  en- 
titled ;  and  it  is  to  this  subject  more  than  any  other 
that  1  have  devoted  myself.  I  shall  continue  to  do 
so.  But  in  this  matter  of  the  pilots,  I  am  constrained 
to  differ  from  what  seems  to  be  the  general  opinion 
among  the  merchants  of  New  York.  And  yet  I 
am  entirely  satisfied  that  if  we  understood  each 
other,  there  would  be  little  difference  between  us. 
I  do  not  think  the  great  body  of  the  merchants 
have  looked  into  the  subject  critically.  I  have  in- 
quired of  many  of  tliem  why  they  were  opposed 
to  the  repeal  of  the  act  of  Congress;  and  I  have 
received  tlie  same  answer  in  every  case — "  because 
we  are  opposed  to  the  reestablishment  of  the  old 
monopoly."  And  when  I  have  rejoined,  that  1 
was  equally  opposed  to  such  ameasure,  that  I  was 
in  favor  of  placing  the  whole  subject  of  pilotage 
for  the  city  of  New  York  under  legal  regulation, 
and  leaving  the  administration  of  the  system  in  the 
hands  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Board 
of  Underwriters,  their  representatives,  I  do  not 
recollect  an  instance  in  which  they  have  not  ac- 
quiesced in  the  propriety  of  the  suggestion.  What 
1  have  insisted  on  is  legal  control,  to  be  exercised 
by  those  who  have  a  practical  knowledge  of  the 
subject.  But  I  am  unwilling  to  leave  it  even  in 
their  hands  without  legal  control — if  for  no  other 
reason,  because  there  is  no  power  to  enforce  pro- 
per regulations,  or  punish  their  infraction.  And  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  say,  if  the  merchants  will  look 
into  this  question,  that  there  will  be  a  general  con- 
currence in  the  propriety  of  the  measure  I  propose. 
It  is  possible  I  may  be  deceived;  but  if  I  am — if 
they  shall  continue  to  differ  with  me  in  opinion — 
one  assurance  I  shall  still  retain,  that  they  will  do 
me  the  justice  to  believe  1  am  actuated  solely  by 
what  1  consider  the  true  interests  of  the  city  and 
country  at  large. 

One  word  in  conclusion.  My  suggestion  in  re- 
spect to  a  system  of  pilotage  in  New  York  is  this: 

1.  A  board  of  commissioners  of  three  persons,  one 
appointed  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  one  by 
the  Board  of  Underwriters,  and  one  by  the  pilots, 
who  shall  have  power  to  examine  and  license  all 
persons  desirous  of  acting  as  pilots,  and  to  super- 
intend the  administration  of  the  system  generally. 

2.  A  classification  of  the  boats,  to  include  those  of 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  merchants'  pilots, 
with  all  the  persons  now  belonging  to  them,  who 
shall  be  found  competent,  and  an  assignment  of  the 
boats,  in  turn,  to  three  descriptions  of  service,  viz: 
cruising  out  of  sight  of  Sandy  Hook,  within  sight 
of  the  light-house,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Hook. 
This  will  correspond  substantially  with  the  station 
system  at  Liverpool,  and  will  at  all  times  insure 
to  vessels  arriving  at  the  city  of  New  York,  com- 
petent pilots,  under  legal  regulation,  and  under  the 
supervision  of  the  mercantile  interest  of  the  city. 
The  first  step  towards  the  establishment  of  such  a 
system  is  a  repeal  of  the  act  of  Congress,  without 
which  it  cannot  be  placed  upon  such  a  footing  as 
to  insure  its  efficacy. 

Mr.  DAYTON  expressing  a  desire  to  make 
some  reply,  the  bill  was,  by  common  consent, 
laid  over. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Frederick  Dawson,  James  Schott,  and  Eli- 
sha  Dana  Whitney. 

The  bill  being  under  considei'ation  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  described  the 
character  of  the  bill.  The  claimants  made  a  con- 
tract with  the  Government  of  Texas  to  build  six 
vessels,  carrying  sixty-two  guns,  which  were  to  be 
paid  for  at  the  rale  of  p36,000,  if  paid  within  one 
year  after  delivery  of  the  vessels,  or  !fp550,000  in 
sterling  bonds  of  Texas,  bearing  interest,  or  a  still 
larger  amount,  in  the  event  of  failure  in  the  terms 
stated.  The  vessels  were  delivered  according  to 
contract;  but  no  part  of  the  purchase  money  had 
ever  been  paid,  although  the  whole  revenue  of 
Texas,  from  imports  or  any  other  source,  was 
pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  amount.  He  show- 
ed that  the  revenue  of  Texas  was  amply  sufficient 
to  have  redeemed  the  pledge.  To  prove  this,  he 
went  into  numerous  minute  details.  The  debt  of 
Texas,  at  the  time  of  annexation,  exclusive  of  this 
debt,  was  only  |,650,000;  and  to  this  is  to  be  added 
$5G0,000  due  to  these  claimants.  A  law  was  passed 
authorizing  the  funding  of  the  debt,  and  about  a 


million  was  funded,  when  that  law  was  repealed. 
This  claim  of  $560,000  is  the  whole  of  the  debt  of 
Texas,  for  which  she  pledged  the  duties  which 
might  accrue,  from  time  to  time,  from  her  imports, 
the  million  funded  resting  on  the  usual  obligation 
between  debtor  and  creditor.  He  gave  a  history 
of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  the  treaty  entered  into 
stipulating  that  the  United  States  would  pay  the 
debt  of  Texas,  specifying  the  debt  due  to  these 
contractors  as  included,  and  the  fact  that  this  treaty 
had  not  been  ratified.  Had  that  treaty  been  rati- 
fied, and  had  annexation  been  effected  by  that 
mode,  we  should  have  been  spared  the  war  with 
Mexico,  and,  what  is  still  worse,  the  agitating 
question  which  now  convulses  the  Senate.  The 
conjunction  between  Texas  and  the  United  States 
was  completed  by  a  resolution,  in  which  no  provis- 
ion was  made  for  the  payment  of  the  debt.  But 
Mr.  J.  referred  to  the  language  of  the  President  in 
the  instructions  to  the  minister  of  the  UnitedStates, 
to  show  that  it  was  the  intention  of  our  Govern- 
ment to  agree  to  any  arrangement  which  might  be 
suggested  for  the  payment  of  her  debt.  Texas 
then  surrendered  her  sovereignty  and  her  revenue, 
relying  on  the  honor  of  the  United  States.  The 
question  now  was,  not  whether  we  are  bound  to  pay 
the  whole  debt  of  Texas,  but  if  we  are  not  bound 
to  pay  this  debt.'  The  debt  would  not  have  existed 
but  for  annexation.  He  regarded  the  United  States 
Government  as  bound,  by  every  consideration  of 
honor  and  justice,  to  pay  this  claim,  as  the  very 
property  for  which  this  claim  is  made  has  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  our  Government. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PHELPS,  by  common  con- 
sent, the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  then 
postponed. 

The  following  bills  were  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  and  were  read  a  third  time 
and  passed: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Gibson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  D.  A.  Watterston. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Columbus  Alexander  and 
Theodore  Barnard. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Moses  White. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heir  of  John  Wall,  de- 
ceased. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Taylor,  commonly 
called  Polly  Taylor. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  C.  Carson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Wilkinson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Stalker  &  Hill.  [This 
was  the  House  bill,  and  an  order  was  adopted,  in- 
structing the  Secretary  to  apply  to  the  House  for 
the  return  of  the  Senate  bill  on  the  same  case, 
which  had  passed  some  days  since.] 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  H.  Fredieu,  M.  Vercher, 
C.  Sanmiguel,  N.  P.  Gagnon,  V.  Caubarreux,  and 
F.  Harbo,  of  Louisiana. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  W.  Wynn. 

The  following  bills  were  laid  on  the  table,  sim- 
ilar bills  being  before  the  Senate  in  another  form: 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Myerle. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Colonel  Robert  Wal- 
lace, aid-de-camp  of  General  W.  Hull. 

On  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  July  1,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  relief 
of  Richard  Fields  was  laid  before  the  House,  read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  CofVimittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  HUNT  suggested  that,  by  general  consent, 
the  committees  be  called  for  reports. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  if  that  suggestion 
were  acquiesced  in,  the  first  subject  in  order  would 
be  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  on 
the  Chicago  Convention  memorial. 

Objections  were  made  by  Messrs.  PHELPS  and 
FICKLIN. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  urged  the  House  to  take  up 
and  act  upon  the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table, 
among  which  was  the  engrossed  bill  to  establish 
certain  post  routes. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  private  calendar.  Lost:  Ayes,  54, 
noes  65. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON, 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Root,  of  Ohio,  in  the 
chair.) 


INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  had  already  given  notice 
that  he  should  to-day  call  up  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill,  that  the  amendments  proposed  to 
it  by  the  Senate  might  be  taken  up  and  acted 
upon. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  inquired  whether 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  concurred 
in  the  Senate's  amendments.' 

Mr.  VINTON  replied  that  the  committee  were 
ready  to  agree  to  some  and  disagree  to  others. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  then  expressed  his  hope  that 
that  bill  might  be  suffered  to  lie  over  until  the  be- 
ginning of  the  week.  It  contained  one  provision 
in  regard  to  the  Indian  agencies  in  which  his  State 
was  very  deeply  interested,  and  on  which  he  de- 
sired a  little  time  to  prepare  himself  to  address  the 
House. 

Mr.  VINTON  expressed  a  willingness  to  do 
anything  to  obfige  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas, 
which  was  not  inconsistent  with  his  duty;  but  he 
went  on  to  explain  the  position  of  this  and  other 
appropriation  bills,  and  gave  reasons  why  he  must 
oppose  any  delay. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  earnestly  remonstrated,  and 
Mr.  McKAY  coming  to  his  support,  and  Mr.  Mc- 
CLERNAND  suggesting  that  all  the  amendments 
were  not  printed,  it  was  finally  agreed  not  to  call 
up  the  Indian  bill  at  this  time,  but  to  suffer  the 
debate  (which  was  limited  to  two  o'clock  on  Mon- 
day) to  proceed  on  the 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  spoke  through  his  hour,  taking 
for  his  theme  the  "Platform"  of  the  Democratic 
Nominating  Convention  held  at  Baltimore  in  May 
last,  on  every  section  of  which  he  commented  with 
some  severity,  designating  it  as  a  document  that 
was  fraudulent  in  its  purposes,  being  intended  to 
deceive  the  people. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  replied  elaborately  to  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Stewart,  of  Pennsylvania,  deliv- 
ered a  few  days  ago,  in  which  General  Cass  was 
charged  with  having  received  extraordinary  com- 
pensation for  his  services  as  Governor  of  Michi- 
gan and  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  many 
years  ago.  In  the  course  of  his  speech  he  yielded 
the  floor  for  a  few  minutes  to  Mr.  Burt,  who 
made  some  brief  explanatory  observations  in  de- 
fence of  General  Cass. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  next  obtained  the  floor, 
and  yielded  to 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  who  wished 
to  say  a  word  with  reference  to  the  charge  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Toombs,] 
of  the  lieutenant-general  bill  having  been  carried 
through  this  House  by  corruption. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  said  that  he  had  stated  the  fact, 
that  it  was  at  first  unanimously  laid  on  the  table, 
but,  when  brought  up  again,  it  was  rejected,  and 
finally  that  it  was  passed;  and  that  many  who  first 
voted  against  it,  and  afterwards  voted  for  it,  were 
now  receiving  the  rewards  of  office. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  wished  the  gentleman  to 
name  the  persons. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  said,  if  the  gentleman  himself 
was  personally  concerned,  or  if  he  spoke  for  others, 
he  would  do  so. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  could  speak  for  him- 
self. He  was  influenced  by  no  such  considera- 
tions in  his  vote  for  the  bill.  The  gentleman,  in 
his  opinion,  had  aspersed  all  the  members  of  the 
last  Congress  who  had  changed  their  vote  on  this 
subject. 

For  the  purpose  of  setting  the  matter  right,  he 
wished  to  allude  for  a  moment  to  the  facts.  The 
bill  was  reported  by  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  and  was  laid  upon  the 
table  without  a  dissenting  voice,  because  no  ques- 
tion was  raised — no  point  was  made.  He  himself 
was  dissatisfied  with  it,  and,  the  very  next  day, 
had  moved,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  lieutenant  general.  It  was  voted 
down— 85  to  120;  and  he  saw  no  one  who  had 
changed  his  vote  and  who  had  received  office. 
Afterwards,  when  th^  bill  was  sent  in  from  the 
Senate,  Mr.  George  W.  Hopkins,  who  had  pre- 
viously voted  against  it,  was  recorded  as  voting  in 
its  favor;  and  he  supposed  the  character  of  Mr. 
HoPKfNs  was  so  high  that  the  grntlemnn  could 
hardly  intend  to  asperse -him;  and  if  he  did,  it 
would  be  of  no  avail. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  said  that  every  man  who  voted 
for  the  bill  changed  his  vote.     When  it  was  first 
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reported  by  his  rollea;iue,  [Mr.  Haralson,]  it  was 
unanimously  lai'l  ""  '''^  table. 

Mr.THO.MPSON  denied  that  where  no  division 
was  made  upon  a  question,  gentlemen  could  be 
considered  us  committing  themselves. 

Mr.  COBB  resumed  the  floor,  and  remarked  that 
he  had  risen  to  address  the  committee  without  the 
slightest  premeditation;  but  at  the  same  time  upon 
a  question  euch  as  he  proposed  to  consider,  in  his 
opinion,  any  elaborate  preparation  was  hardly 
necessary.  He  proposed  to  follow  the  exainple 
set  by  his  colleague  [Mr.  Toombs]  this  morning, 
and  discuss  party  poliiicsat  large.  Not  only  in  this 
House,  but  in  the  party  press  of  the  country,  there 
were  some  new  and  dangerous  doctrines  put  forth' 
by  the  Whig  party.  During  this  debate  a.  distin- 
guished gentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
had  not  only  attacked  the  platform  on  which  the 
Democratic  party  professed  to  stand  in  the  coming 
campaign,  but  had  denounced  everything  like 
party  organization.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Stewart,] — in  reply  to  whom  he 
should  say  very  few  woids,  in  consideration  of 
the  feelings  of  mercy  raised  in  liis  heart  towards 
the  gentleman  by  the  remarks  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Michigan  [Mr.  McClelland] — the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  advanced  the 
sentiment,  (which  seemed  to  meet  a  very  general 
respcmse  an  the  part  of  his  party  in  this  House 
and  throughout  the  country,)  that  the  time  had 
arrived  when  party  organization  should  be  laid 
aside;  when  men  should  be  elected  to  the  highest 
office  in  this  Republic  irrespective  of  all  party  con- 
siderations; when  the  people  of  the  Union  should 
assemble  on  the  day  of  election  and  deposit  their 
votes  unbiased  by  party  influences.  He  desired, 
with  the  utmost  kindness,  courtesy,  and  good  feel- 
ing, to  inquire  into  the  sincerity  of  these  declara- 
tions. He  desired  to  know  whether  his  opponents, 
in  placing  themselves  upon  this  ground  for  the  ap- 
proaching election,  had  deliberately  assumed  it  in 
reference  to  the  principles  on  which  it  rested,  or 
whether  they  were  acting  with  direct  reference  to 
mere  party  purposes.  Were  they  honestly  op- 
posed to  party  organization  ?  Beyond  their  pro- 
fession, where  was  the  evidence  of  it.'  Whence 
had  originated  parties  in  this  country .'  Who  were 
the  fathers  of  party  organization .'  Look  to  the 
history  of  the  best  and  purest  men  of  the  Republic. 
Go  back  to  1800,  when  Thos.  Jefrerson,at  the  head 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  Alexander  Hamilton, 
at  the  head  of  the  Federal  party,  arrayed  their  op- 
posing principles,  and  the  people  rallied  around  the 
standard  which  their  hearts  approved.  From  that 
day  to  the  present,  when,  in  the  history  of  the 
country, had  party  organization  been  thrown  aside.' 
What  was  parly.'  Was  it  a  mere  catch-word, 
used  to  delude,  deceive,  impose  upon  the  honest 
people  of  the  land.'  or  was  there  something  in  that 
word,  of  principle,  which  commended  itself  to  the 
intelligence  and  ititegrity  of  the  country.'  What 
was  party.'  It  was  an  association  of  men  organ- 
ized to  carry  outgreat  fundamental  principles  in  the 
administration  of  the  Government.  Did  Thomas 
Jefferson,  in  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  in  opposition  to  the  principles  laid  down  by 
his  great  compeer,  Alexander  Hamilton,  and  had 
the  people  of  this  country,  one  and  all,  from  that 
day  to  the  present,  been  l)lundering  along  in  error, 
when,  throughout  the  Union,  and  in  every  county 
and  township,  those  who  agreed  in  principles  had 
associated  themselves  together  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  those  principles  into  the  administration  of 
the  Government.'  This  was  what  he  understood 
by  party;  and  thi.^  met  the  denunciation  of  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  What 
would  we  do  if  we  abolished  parties  in  this  coun- 
try.' What  was  the  test,  the  inquiry  to  be  made 
respectins:  him  who  was  presented  by  his  friends 
as  the  individiiiil  suitable  to  fill  the  highest  office 
in  the  Repul)lic.'  If  one  asked  for  his  principles, 
he  wa.-»  told  that  he  wa.s  a  partisan  !  If  one  asked 
what  was  to  be  the  policy  of  hi.s  administration,  he 
was  told  that  he  was  er)ga'.;ed  in  |iarty  warfare  ! 
Aside  from  the  principles  on  which  the  Govern- 
ment was  to  be  administered,  (and  these  constituted 
the  basisof  party  organization,)  what  was  a  man  to 
do  in  the  executive  chair  of  the  United  States.' 
He  would  have  but  one  purpose  to  accomplish  in 
the  eyes  of  those  who  were  opposed  to  party  or- 
ganization, and  that  was,  to  distribute  the  loaves 
and  fishes  of  office.  He  called  upon  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  who  went  before  the 
people  of  this  country  with  the  cry  of,  Down  with 


party  organization,  down  with  the  only  organiza- 
tion which  secured  the  perpetuity  of  our  institu- 
tion— the  only  organization  which  exacted  from  our 
rulers  the  healthful  and  right  administration  of  the 
Government  upon  the  principles  on  which  they 
were  put  into  office, — toknowif  this  was  their  issue, 
if  it  was  their  policy  to  break  down  these  long- 
settled  principles  of  action  both  on  the  part  of  the 
Republican  and  Federal  party,  of  all  parlies  that 
had  existed  throughout  the  history  of  our  Govern- 
ment and  every  Government. 

But  he  would  proceed  one  step  further.  How 
did  this  cry  of  no-partyism  comport  with  the  his- 
tory of  the  party  to  which  these  gentlemen  be- 
longed.' When,  in  the  history  of  the  country,  had 
they  denounced  party  organization  .'  When  before 
had  they  said  that  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  true 
principles  of  government,  violative  of  the  Consti- 
tution, derogatory  to  the  character  of  freemen .' 
Look  at  the  spirit  of  proscription  which  liad 
marked  the  career  of  the  Whig  party  from  the 
very  inception  of  its  power  to  its  termination  by 
the  people,  both  in  the  Federal  and  Slate  Govern- 
ments. Where  were  the  men  in  the  Democratic 
party  who  had  been  retained  or  placed  in  office  by 
their  opponents  when  in  power.'  Where  was  the 
evidence,  that  when  power  had  been  lodged  in  their 
hands  by  their  hues  and  cries  before  the  popu- 
lace, they  had  disregarded  all  parly  considerations 
and  applied  the  test  of  qualification  alone  to  men 
who  desired  office.'  The  scene  that  had  occurred 
at  the  organization  of  this  House  at  the  commence- 
ment of  this  session,  small  though  it  might  be,  was 
big  with  the  expression  of  their  conduct.  Where 
was  the  monument  of  Whig  clemency  to  be  found 
among  those  who  had  previously  held  offices  in* 
this  House.' 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  (in  his  seat.)  The  post- 
master. 

Mr.  COBB.  Yes;  and  the  gentleman  came  very 
near  being  read  out  of  his  party  for  voting  for  him. 
There  was  the  monumentof  Whig  clemency  which 
was  followed  by  the  expulsion  of  his  friend  from 
the  Whig  party  almost.  Party  organization,  party 
movements,  were  they  opposed  to?  They  pro- 
fessed to  be  horrified  at  the  very  word  party,  and 
yet  their  history  was  marked  by  the  blood  of  Dem- 
ocrats sacrificed  for  mere  opinion's  sake,  when- 
ever the  Whig  party  had  come  into  power!  Gen- 
eral Harrison  was  elected,  it  was  professed,  upon 
no-party  principles.  Read  the  history  of  the  three 
months'  administration  of  the  Government  under 
his  cabinet.  [Several  voices:  thirty  days.]  He 
spoke  of  his  cabinet;  they  remained  longer.  Did 
they  turn  nobody  out  of  office  for  opinion's  sake.' 
Did  they  apply  no  party  screws.'  Did  partisan 
devotion  during  the  canvass  not  commend  men  to 
their  support,  and  were  not  Democrats,  scores  and 
hundreds  of  Democrats,  carried  to  the  block  simply 
because  they  were  members  of  the  Democratic 
party.'  Who  denied  it  here,  in  the  face  of  high 
Heaven  and  before  the  country.'  Gentlemen  all 
well  remember  the  celebrated  remark  of  Mr. 
Granger,  then  Postmaster  General,  that  the  guillo- 
tine had  scarcely  gone  into  operation.  More  men 
were  turned  out  of  office  in  sixty  days  than  had 
been  during  the  whole  preceding  administration; 
and  he  said  he  only  wished  that  he  could  have 
remained  in  office  a  short  time  longer,  and  he 
would  have  cut  off*  fifteen  hundred  lieads  more! 
And  yet  the  Whig  party  had  now  come  out  with 
the  cry  of  no  party,  and  in  ,oppoi^ttion  to  party 
organization. 

He  now  came  to  party  platforms,  which  seemed 
a  favorite  theme  with  his  colleague,  [Mr.TooniBS,] 
who  had  argued  the  question  with  his  usual  ability 
and  ingenuity.  What  was  a  party  platform  .'  An 
avowal  of  principles.  Was  it  anything  more.'  A 
man  was  presented  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  as  the  candidate  for  a  responsible  office:  was 
it  right  or  wrong  that  the  people  should  know  what 
were  his  principles .'  That  was  the  question.  If 
a  man  was  intrusted  with  the  highest  power  known 
to  the  world — the  guardianship  of  the  interests  of 
this  great  people — he  was  required  by  the  Consli- 
tulion  to  recommend  measures  for  the  actitm  of 
Government.  The  Constitution  placed  in  his  hand 
a  power  to  be  exercised  to  protect  and  guard  it,  as 
well  as  the  great  rights  and  interests  of  the  people 
under  it.  Honest  and  intelligent  men  were  told 
here  to-day  that  the  man  thus  selected  by  a  parly 
convention  ought  not  to  be  held  responsible  for  the 
principles  laid  down  by  his.  party;  that  he  ought 
not  to  be  asked  to  define  any  for  himself;  and  that 


the  party  ought  not  to  be  required  to  make  any 
avowal  of  principles.  For  what,  then,  would  they 
elect  him .'  Were  the  people  of  the  country  called 
upon  to  vote  for  General  Taylor,  and  shut  their 
eyes  to  all  that  was  to  be  done  under  his  adminis- 
tration, if  perchance  he  could  be  elected,  until  he 
should,  in  his  inaugural,  make  a  proclamation  of 
his  principles  .'  Was  he  to  be  brought  forward  by 
the  party  Convention,  conslitutingthe  talent  and 
intelligence  of  the  party,  as  he  apprehended  it 
would  not  be  denied,  and  were  they  to  go  forth  to 
their  respective  places  of  abode,  and  ask  the  peo- 
ple to  give  him  their  cordial  support,  telling  them 
only  that  he  was  a  good  Whig,  that  he  would  ad- 
minister the  Government  on  Whig  principles.' 
What  did  that  mean  .'  Was  it  consistent  that  the 
Convention  should  refuse  to  lay  down  a  platform, 
and  yet  that  every  Whig  orator  from  the  stump 
should  endeavor  to  convey  the  impression,  that  in 
the  event  of  General  Taylor's  election,  their  prin- 
ciples were  to  predominate  in  the  administration 
of  the  Government.'  There  was  a  reason  for  it. 
It  was  not  found  in  justice  or  principle,  or  an  hon- 
est regard  for  the  intelligence  of  the  country.  If 
the  Whig  Convention  agreed  upon  the  principles 
on  which  the  Government  was  to  be  administered, 
why  did  they  not  say  so,  and  define  them  .'  If 
they  disagreed,  why  did  they  not  say  to  the  peo- 
ple, we  ditfered  on  vital  questions,  and  therefore 
we  intrusted  the  decision  of  them  to  an  individual 
in  whose  honesty  and  integrity  you  may  have  con- 
fidence.' Was  it  an  original  idea  or  an  old  practice? 
Was  this  the  first  time  the  Whig  party  had  refused 
to  establish  a  platform  upon  which  to  rally  through- 
out the  Union  ?  It  was  a  new  idea,  got  up  for 
the  occasion,  made  to  order,  to  suit  the  emergen- 
cies of  the  case.  This  same  party,  in  1844,  assem- 
bled in  Baltimore,  and  nominated  a  President  and 
Vice  President;  but  then  these  intelligent,  patriotic 
gentlemen,  who  were  now  so  horror-struck  at  the 
very  idea  of  a  platform,  set  themselves  busily  at 
work,  and  by  the  aid  of'the  congregeted  intelli- 
gence of  the  Whigs  there  assembled,  brought  forth 
and  placed  before  the  country  a  Whig  platform,  on 
which  they  rallied  in  that  contest.  He  had  it  be- 
fore him.  His  colleague,  who  had  addressed  tlie 
committee  with  so  much  earnestness  this  morning, 
was  a  member  of  that  Convention.  Why  had  not 
his  eloquent  voice  been  raised  at  that  time  against 
this  system  of  platforms  ?  Why  was  it  he  allowed 
his  party,  around  which  his  afl^ections  clustered 
with  so  much  warmth,  to  fall  into  that  great  Demo- 
cratic error  of  an  open  frank  avowal  of  principles  ? 
In  the  council  of  the  Whig  ranks,  no  one  was  list- 
ened to  with  more  interest  or  more  heeded.  If  he 
mistook  notthe  records  of  Whigery,  his  colleague's 
eloquent  tones  were  heard  in  behalf  of  Clay  and 
Frelinghuysen,  perhaps,  too,  of  the  platform  of 
1844.  Now  the  platform  flashed  before  his  mind 
and  filled  his  whole  system  wiih  a  tremor,  and  he 
had  concluded  that  the  great  Whig  party,  of  which 
he  was  so  honorable  and  efficient  a  member,  could 
never  so  condescend  as  to  erect  a  pJatforin  and 
make  the  Democratic  efl^ort  to  catch  and  deceive 
the  people.  No,  that  was  not  the  reason.  In  1844, 
the  Whig  parly  nominated  the  man  who  wa.^  the 
imbodiment  of  their  principles,  of  whose  principles 
they  were  proud,  and  who  they  said,  if  elevated  to 
the  Executive  chair,  would  stand  upon  the  Whig 
platform  in  the  administration  of  this  Government. 
The  imbodiment  of  Whig  principles  then  received 
a  unanimous  and  enthusiastic  nomination  at  the 
hands  of  his  party,  and  from  one  end  of  the  Union 
to  the  other,  the  Democratic  party  was  taunted 
with  the  declaration  that  they  had  no  principles, 
except  opposition  to  those  of  the  Whigs.  Where 
were  those  glorious  Whig  principles?  Condemned 
by  the  people;  doomed  to  an  ignominious  grave, 
to  sleep  the  sleep  of  death,  by  the  verdict  of  the 
nation.  What  higher  compliment  could  be  paid  to 
the  integrity  of  the  Democratic  parly  than  this  ad- 
mission (formally  made  by  their  opponents,  that 
Whig  principles  could  not,  ought  not  to  be  galvan- 
ized into  life?  The  Democracy  in  1844  had  said, 
Down  at  our  feet,  and  the  people  had  placed  them 
there.  Whigery  in  1848  had  abandoned  them,  and 
came  before  the  country  with  no  avowal  of  princi- 
ples. Was  not  this  the  faithful  and  honest  pic- 
ture? The  facts  were  familiar  to  all,  and  he  thought 
there  were  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  Cham- 
ber, who  would  agree  with  him  as  to  the  course  of  the 
Whig  party,  both  in  reference  to  their  "  imbodi- 
ment" and  their  principles.  Was  Henry  Clay  less 
deserving  of  the  popular  support  in  1648  than  in 
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1844  ?  Was  he  less  true  upon  the  questions  of  a 
bank,  the  tariff,  internal  improvements,  the  veto, 
distribution,  and  fill  the  great  and  cardinal  princi- 
ples around  which  the  Whig  party  of  this  Union 
rallied  with  such  enthusiasm  four  years Sgo  ?  Why 
was  it  that  he  had  been  laid  aside  that  they  might 
erect  upon  his  remains  a  no-party  platform,  and 
present  a  no-party  candidate?  The  Democrats 
had  declared,  in  1844,  that  Henry  Clay  was  un- 
worthy the  confidence  and  support  of  the  Ameri- 
can people;  that  this  Government  would  not  be 
safely  and  honestly  administered  by  him,  on  the 
principles  which  his  party  held  and  avowed.  The 
Whig  party  had  then  denied  it;  but  the  rejection 
of  Henry  Clay  at  Philadelphia,  was  an  admission 
of  the  correctness  of  the  charge.  Did  any  man 
believe  that  if  Mr.  Clay  had  been  the  nominee  of 
the  Whig  party  we  should  ever  have  heard  of  no- 
party  ism  ?  It  was  only  by  the  strong  and  unequiv- 
ocal condemnation  of  the  American  people  upon 
both  the  imbodiment  and  their  principles,  that 
they  had  been  driven  to  desert  his  standard,  and 
sought  this  new  imposition,  sought  to  carry  into 
the  Executive  chair  and  the  administration  of  the 
Government  these  condemned  and  repudiated  prin- 
ciples, under  the  fal.se  guise  of  no-partyism;  and  to 
avail  them'selves  of  the  glory  of  a  military  hero, 
whose  laurels  were  won  in  a  war  condemned  by 
them  as  "unnecessary  and  unconstitutional,"  and 
he  and  his  gallant  band  in  effect  held  up  before  the 
country  as  the  murderers  of  innocent  women  and 
children  in  Mexico.  They  sought  to  avail  them- 
selves of  his  popularity,  in  order  to  foist  upon  this 
Government  their  odious  and  abominable  princi- 
ples. 

He  would  allude  to  another  evidence  that  the 
Whig  Convention  at  Philadelphia  were  not  able  to 
agree  upon  a  platform — that  they  considered  ne- 
cessary one  set  of  principles  at  the  South  and 
another  at  the  North.  He  had  before  him  a  Whig 
paper  of  his  own  State,  which  had  no  doubt  been 
seen  by  his  colleague,  in  which  a  correspondent, 
writing  from  the  Philadelphia  Convention  to  the 
people  of  Georgia,  told  them,  that  in  the  action 
of  that  Convention  they  saw  evidence  of  safety  to 
the  institutions  of  the  South.  He  told  them,  and 
he  (Mr.  C.)  called  upon  the  northern  portion  of 
the  party  to  hear  him,  that  the  Wilmot  proviso 
was  introduced  into  the  Philadelphia  Convention, 
and  the  cry  came  up  fr9m  all  quarters,  Make  it  a 
test  vote;  and  it  was  rejected,  only  ten  voting  in 
its  favor.  It  was  sought  to  make  the  people  of 
Georgia  and  of  the  South  generally  believe,  from 
that  action  that  the  majority  of  the  Convention  was 
opposed  to  the  Wilmot  proviso.  Was  that  true? 
There  were  gentlemen  here  who  were  members  of 
that  Convention;  there  was  one,  a  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Ashmxjn,] — he  regretted  that 
the  gentleman  waa  not  within  the  hearing  of  his 
voice — he  would  liketoask  that  gentleman  ifhe  had 
intended  his  vote  upon  that  resolution  to  be  in  con- 
demnation of  the  Wilmot  proviso?  The  gentle- 
man dared  HOt  do  it.  He  held  in  his  hand  evi- 
dence under  the  gentleman's  own  hand  and  seal, 
written  subsequent  to  the  action  of  the  Convention, 
which  condemned  him  ifhe  were  so  to  declare. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  inquired,  if  Mr.  Forman,  of 
Georgia,  did  not  offer,  in  the  Baltimore  Conven- 
tion, a  resolution  in  opposition  to  the  Wilmot  pro- 
viso, and  if  lie  was  not  warned  not  to  press  it? 

Mr.  COBB  said  he  was  not  present  in  the  Con- 
vention, but  had  been  informed  that  Mr.  Forman 
had  introduced  some  resolution  on  the  subject  of 
the  Wilmot  proviso,  and  withdrawn  it  upon  the 
ground  taken  by  a  large  majority  of  the  South  in 
that  body,  that  the  resolution  already  adopted  was 
satisfactory. 

He  asked  the  gentleman,  in  turn,  ifhe  believed 
that  the  Whig  Convention,  in  voting  down  the 
Wilmot  proviso,  intended  to  declare  themselves 
against  it? 

'Mr.  HILLTARD  said  he  judged  of  the  senti- 
ments of  the  body  by  its  actions.  It  was  rejected 
by  a  large  majority.    - 

Mr.  COBB  recalled  the  gentleman  to  the  ques- 
tion. This  was  ao  time,  when  they  were  discuss- 
ing a  question  involving  the  dearest  interests  of 
the  gentleman's  constituency  and  his  own,  to 
equivocate  upon  terms.  He  again  asked  the  gen- 
lleman  if  he  believed  that  a  majority  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Convention  were  opposed  to  the  Wilmot 
proviso? 

Mr.  HILLIARD  replied,  that  the  gentleman 
had  as  much  information  upon  the  subject  as  he 


had.  He  asked  the  gentleman  if  a  more  signifi- 
cant expression  of  the  opinion  of  any  body  could 
be  given  than  the  deliberate  vote  of  that  body? 

Mr.  COBB  said,  that  unfortunately  that  body 
declared  they  would  not  express  any  sentiment; 
and  his  honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Toombs]  was  an 
able  advocate  of  that  position.  Now,  did  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  pretend  to  say  that  his  party 
could  denounce  platforms  and  principles,  and  yet 
avail  themselves  of  that  vote — a  vote  given  upon 
the  principle  of  erecting  no  platform?  Would  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama,  before  the  people  of  that 
State,  before  the  Union,  say  that  that  was  the 
honest  sentiment  expressed  by  that  Convention? 

Mr.  HILLIARD  replied,  that  the  northern  gen- 
tlemen of  that  body  assured  them  that  the  resolu- 
tion should  be  put  down  if  it  was  offered;  and  by 
the  motion  of  a  northern  man,  a  member  from 
Pennsylvania,  when  the  Wilmot  proviso  was 
brought  forward,  it  was  laid  on  the  table  by  an 
overwhelming  vote.  He  asked  if  there  could  be  a 
stronger  expression  of  the  sentiment  of  that  body, 
and  of  respect  of  southern  rights,  than  was  shown 
on  that  vote? 

Mr.  COBB  remarked,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  was  very  diffuse  in  answering  his  ques- 
tion. He  again  asked,  that  there  might  be  no 
equivocation,  did  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  be- 
lieve that  the  majority  of  the  Philadelphia  Whig 
Convention  were  opposed  to  the  principles  of  the 
Wilmot  proviso? 

Mr.  HILLIARD  said  that  the  gentleman  seem- 
ed determined  not  to  understand  him.  He  desired 
to  say,  that  when  that  Convention,  in  the  open 
light  of  day,  thousands  loolang  on,  did  vote  to 
put  down  the  Wilmot  proviso,  it  gave  him  the 
strongest  assurance  he  could  ask,  that  they  would 
stand  by  the  South  against  it. 

Mr.  COBB  replied,  so  strong  was  the  assurance, 
that  the  gentleman  would  not  say  that  he  believed 
it.  [Laughter.]  The  gentleman  was  right  not  to 
believe  those  with  whom  he  was  associated.  He 
commended  the  gentleman  to  his  constituency  for 
the  open  avowal  made,  in  effect,  before  the  coun- 
try, that  he  could  not  place  confidence  in  the  assu- 
rance of  his  northern  friends. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  never  liked  to  risk  unneces- 
sary declarations:  he  referred  to  facts. 

Mr.  COBB  said  the  gentleman  was  right  in  this 
contest.  ,  He  advised  him  to  follow  his  leader,  and 
to  risk  no  "  unnecessary  declarations."  He  was 
strictly  on  the  no-party  platform. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  again  asked  if  the  gentleman 
would  answer  why  Mr.  Forman  was  prevailed 
upon  not  to  press  his  resolution  in  the  Baltimore 
Convention? 

Mr.  COBB  had  already  answered.  He  would 
repeat,  however,  that  the  resolution  was  withdrawn 
upon  the  declaration  given  at  the  time  that  the  res- 
olution already  adopted  was  sufficient.  He  had 
answered  the  gentleman,  but  the  gentleman  had 
failed  to  answer  him. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  asked  if  the  gentleman  would 
say  that  he  honestly  believed  that  was  the  only 
reason  why  the  resolution  was  withdrawn  by  Mr. 
Forman  ? 

Mr.  COBB  did  not  pretend  to  deny  that  other 
influences  might  have  operated  upon  some  of  them. 

Mr.  HILLIARD,  (in  his  seat.)     Ah  ! 

Mr.  COBB  declined  further  to  continue  the  con- 
versation as  his  time  was  rapidly  running  away, 
and  as  he  wished  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  AsHMUN,]  who  was  a  member  of 
the  Philadelphia  Convention,  and  who  had  made 
some  remarks  in  that  body,  if  it  was  to  be  under- 
stood before  the  country  that  the  laying  of  the  Wil- 
mot proviso  on  the  table  was  a  declaration,  on  the 
part  of  that  Convention,  against  the  principles  of 
the  proviso  ?  • 

Mr.  ASHMUN  said  that  he  would  answer  that 
or  any  other  which  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
might  choose  to  put  to  him  with  pleasure. 

Mr.  COBB  would  not  have  presumed  to  put  the 
question  if  he  had  supposed  the  gentleman  would 
have  received  it  in  any  other  spirit  than  that  which 
he  expressed. 

Mr.  ASHMUN,  in  reply,  stated,  that  although 
he  was  a  member  of  that  Convention,  he  was  not 
in  the  body  at  the  moment  that  proposition  was 
made,  nor  did  he  hear  one  word  upon  the  subject 
of  it,  nor  was  he  present  when  he  understood  it 
was  laid  upon  the  table.  He  could  not,  therefore, 
answer  for  any  one  gentleman  as  to  his  reasons 
for  voting  for  or  against  the  motion,  nor  could  he 


now  state  in  what  precise  form  the  proposition 
came  up.  But  he  would  state  this,  if  the  gentleman 
wished  to  know:  he  was  acquainted  with  his  (Mr. 
A.'s)  individual  opinions — everybody  knew  them. 
He  would  state  that  he  believed  a  majority  of  that 
Convention  coming  (as  that  majority  did)  from  the 
free  States,  were  in  favor  of  the  principles  of  the 
Wilmot  proviso.  He  stated  it  as  a  matter  of  belief 
and  of  fact;  he  did  not  state  it  in  reference  to  any 
action  of  that  Convention,  because,  although  they 
held  individual  opinions  upon  the  subject,  he  did 
not  consider  them  an  essential  part  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. He  thought,  however,  they  were  in 
favor  of  the  Wilmot  proviso,  as  General  Cass  was 
two  years  ago,  because  he  came  from  the  latitude 
where  it  was  thought  proper;  and  if  he  (General 
Cass)  had  changed  since,  would  the  gentleman  tell 
him  why  ? 

Mr.  COBB  replied,  if  General  Cass  had  enter- 
tained theopinion  ascribed  to  him, and  had  changed 
since  that  time,  the  reason  was  to  be  found  in  the 
course  pursued  by  every  honest  man,  who,  when 
the  conviction  was  made  on  his  mind  that  he  was 
wrong,  changed  the  position  which  he  had  erro- 
neously taken.  But  gentlemen  on  the  other  side, 
he  knew,  could  not  appreciate  such  a  course. 
[Laughter.]  That,  however,  was  not  his  fault. 
It  was  for  him  to  lay  the  truth  before  them — not 
to  give  thein  the  intellect  and  heart  to  appreciate 
it.     [Renewed  laughter.] 

Mr.  ASHMUN  asked  the  gentleman  if  he  did 
not  believe  that  a  majority  of  the  Baltimore  Con- 
vention were  then,  and  were  at  this  time,  in  favor 
of  the  Wilmot  proviso?  He  asked  the  gentleman, 
further,  if  the  Oregon  bill  passed  the  Senate  and 
this  House  with  the  Wilmot  proviso  in  it,  if  he 
believed  that  General  Cass,  if  elected  President, 
would  veto  it?  He  wanted  the  question  answered 
in  the  fare  of  the  world. 

Mr.  COBB  asked  why  the  gentleman  put  the 
question  in  reference  to  the  Orezon  bill?  He  (Mr. 
Cobb)  himself  had  voted  at  tlie  last  session  of 
Congress  for  that  bill  with  this  very  proposition 
in  it,  and  had  been  willing  that  it  should  pass  in 
that  form,  because  the  Territory  was  north  of  36° 
30'.  He  was  then  in  favor  of  it.  He  thought, 
and  southern  Democrats  generally  who  voted  for 
it  thought,  that  this  provision  ought  not  to  have 
been  there;  that  it  was  an  unconstitutional  exercise 
of  power;  but  when,  as  in  that  case,  it  was  not  a 
practical  question,  he,  for  one,  was  not  willing  to 
deny  to  the  people  of  Oregon  a  government  on  an 
abstract  objection. 

Mr.  ASH.MUN  asked  if  he  was  to  understand 
the  gentleman  to  state  that  the  insertion  of  that 
proviso  in  the  Oregon  bill  was  an  unconstitutional 
exercise  of  power  on  the  part  of  this  House,  and 
yet  that  he  had  voted  for  it? 

Mr.  COBB  had  stated  what  he  had  said  at  the 
time,  both  in  this  House  and  before  his  people. 
He  had  voted  against  the  proposition  which  was 
made  to  insert  that  proviso,  and  had  sustained  the 
effort  which  was  made  to  take  it  out  of  the  bill — 
looking  upon  it  there  as  merely  nugatory  and  void. 
But,  that  effort  being  unsuccessful,  he  had  given 
his  vote  for  the  bill,  not  being  willing  to  withhold 
from  the  people  of  Oregon  the  benefit  of  a  govern- 
ment. In  connection  with  the  Oregon  bill,  the 
Wilmot  proviso  was  not  a  vital  question;  still,  it 
ought  not  to  have  been  attached  to  it.  But  in  ref- 
erence to  the  question  propounded  by  the  gentle- 
man about  the  Baltimore  Convention,  he  unhesi- 
tatingly declared  that  he  did  not  for  a  moment 
entertain  the  belief  that  the  majority  of  that  Con- 
vention were  favorable  to  the  Wilmot  proviso. 
That  there  might  have  been  members  who  were, 
he  was  free  to  admit. 

Mr.  GAYLE  asked  if  the  attempt  was  not  made 
in  the  Philadelphia  Convention  to  adopt  the  Wil- 
mot proviso,  and  if  it  did  not  fail? 

Mr.  COBB  replied  that  that  very  question  had 
been  propounded  by  the  gentleman's  colleague 
[Mr.  Hilliard]  some  moments  since,  and  had 
been  answered  by  him.  He  would  refer  the  gen- 
tleman to  that  answer. 

But  he  wished  the  point  not  to  be  lost  sight  of. 
He  was  discussing  the  question  of  platforms,  and 
had  instanced  the  case  of  the  Philadelphia  Conven- 
tion ns  illustrative  of  his  argument,  to  show  why 
the  Whig  party  could  not,  or  would  not,  lay  down 
a  platform. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  reminded  the  gentleman  that 
he  had  not  yet  answered  the  question  whether 
General  Cass,  if  elected,  would  veto  the  Wilmot 
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proviso.  Would  the  gentleman  answer  it  before 
the  country? 

Mr.  COBB  remarked  that  the  gentleman  seemed 
very  unwilling  to  allow  liim  to  proceed  with  his 
cour.se  of  argument.  He  was  showing  the  reason 
why  liie  Wiiig  Convention  would  not  agree  upon 
a  platform.  He  had  referred  to  the  fact  that  in 
Georgia,  and  in  the  South,  General  Taylor  was 
supported  on  the  ground  that  he  would  protect  the 
great  interests  of  the  South  on  the  Wilmot  pro- 
viso, and  had  shown  that  it  was  attempted  to  in- 
duce the  people  of  Georgia  to  believe  that  tlie 
Philadelphia  Convenlion  was  against  the  Wilmot 
proviso.  He  had  also  drawn  out  evidence  to 
siiow,  if  that  efl'ort  met  with  success,  that  success 
would  be  a  fraud  upon  the  inielligence  of  the  people 
of  liis  Slate.  While  at  the  South  General  Taylor 
was  advocated  upon  the  ground  taken  by  that  cor- 
respondent, and  the  Whigs  of  the  North  were  held 
up  as  sounder  on  that  question  than  the  northern 
Democracy,  what  were  the  notes  which  came  from 
the  North  and  fell  upon  the  ears  of  southern  men 
and  of  the  country.'  Let  him  read  a  single  para- 
graph from  a  document  emanating  from  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Ash- 
mun] — a  letteraddressed  by  him  to  hisconstituents, 
after  the  action  of  the  Philadelphia  Convention: 

"Hi?  [Gtncr.ll  Taylor's]  declared  sentiments  are  a  {>uai- 
anlee  tlial  he  will  never  in  the  slightest  manner  interli  re 
with  the  action  of  Coiijjress,  when  they  fhall  lorhid  the  cx- 
i>lcnce  of  slavery  in  (lur  newly-acquired  territories.  Let 
the  repre-eniatives  of  the  people  and  of  the  States  he  left 
free  to  act  upon  lliat  que>tioii,  uncontrolled  by  Executive 
influence  and  Executive  velo,  and  we  are  safe." 

He  had  before  him  extracts  from  leading  Whig 
papers  of  the  North,  in  which  they  declared  to  the 
jieople  of  that  section  of  country,  not  only  that 
General  Taylor  stood  pledged  not  to  interfere  by 
virtue  of  the  veto  power  with  the  regular  action 
of  Congress  on  this  subject,  but  that,  from  the 
avowed  sentiments  of  General  Taylor,  as  express- 
ed in  his  "  Signal"  letter,  he  was  himself  opposed 
to  the  extensidn  of  the  institution  of  slavery.  One 
of  the  leading  organs  of  the  Whig  party,  now  out 
in  warm  and  cordial  support  of  General  Taylor  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  declared  that  the  pledge 
(as  they  read  it)  in  the  letter  of  General  Taylor, 
that  he  would  not  exercise  the  veto  power  upon 
questions  of  domestic  policy,  was  ample  guarantee 
to  them;  that  with  this  "  arrangement" — to  use  the 
emphatic  language  of  the  editor — they  of  the  North 
were  satisfied.  Not  only  so,  but  these  gentlemen 
and  these  editors,  in  their  anxiety  to  foist  upon  this 
country  an  Administration  which  should  stand  as 
mute  and  as  dumb  as  a  statue,  called  upon  their 
people  to  send  Representatives  to  Congress  who 
would  prove  true  to  the  North  on  this  question. 
Yet  at  the  South  the  effort  was  made  to  induce  the 
people  to  believe  that  the  northern  Whig  party 
were  sounder  and  truer  on  this  question  than  tlie 
northern  Democracy  !  Would  gentlemen  have  the 
country  shut  their  eyes  to  the  plain  reading  of  the 
records  of  this  Congress,  and  of  every  Congress 
which  had  assembled  during  the  agitation  of  this 
question.'  Would  they  call  on  the  people  of  the 
South  to  believe  that  at  this  late  day  a  sudden,  un- 
accountable revolution  had  taken  place  in  the  pub- 
lic opinion  of  northern  Whigeryon  this  subject.' 
When,  during  the  history  of  Congress,  had  the 
first  northern  Whig  voted  with  the  South  on  any 
of  these  test  questions.'  Never.  Let  the  records 
bear  evidence  to  the  truth  or  falsity  of  his  state- 
ment. Read  ihe  history  of  the  Wilmot  proviso 
in  [)ast  Congresses,  and  in  this  one.  There  was 
the  evidence. 

Not  many  days  ago,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Slates,  a  resolution  had  been  introduced  to  instruct 
a  committee  of  that  body  to  report  a  bill  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
The  vote  might  liave  been  an  accidental  one;  it 
was  certainly  a  strange  one:  there  were  six  votes 
in  its  favor,  and  all  of  them  northern  Whigs,  in- 
cluding Mr.  Hale.  There  was  not  a  northern 
Whig  who  voted  against  it,  not  a  northern  Demo- 
crat who  voted  font.  The  records  spoke  volumes 
of  truth;  would  his  southern  friends  turn  a  deaf 
ear.' 

'  General  Taylor's  position  in  reference  to  the 
Whig  party  was  a  peculiar  one.  It  wa.s  one  which 
the  |)eoi)le  of  this  country  would  examine  with 
more  scrutiny,  more  anxiety  to  arrive  at  the  truth 
than  gentlemen  seemed  at  [)resent  to  anticijiate.  A 
man  who  had  rfcS[)onded  at  one  time  to  a  Native 
American  nomination — the  first  that  was  made — 
and  to  every  nomination  tltat  Imd  brought  him  be- 


fore the  country  AS  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
in  approving  terms — a  man  who  stood  pledged 
under  his  own  sign  manual  to  be  the  candidate  of 
the  people,  and  so  to  remain,  and  not  the  candidate 
of  a  party,  and  yet  who,  during  the  Philadelphia 
Convention,  was  authoritatively  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Whig  party — a  man  who  had  declared 
at  one  time  that  he  would  avow  no  principles 

Here  the  hammer  fell,  and  the  hour  expired. 

Mr.  FLOURNO  Y  obtained  the  floor,  and  yield- 
ed it  for  a  moment  to 

Mr.  BAYLY,  who  said  he  had  been  informed 
that  his  friend  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Toombs,]  whose 
argument  he  regretted  he  had  not  heard,  for  the 
reason  that  he  had  expected  the  House  would  this 
morning  take  up  private  bills,  had  represented  him 
(Mr.  Bayly)  as  maintaining  upon  this  floor  that 
there  was  sovereignty  in  the  Territory,  and  that  its 
inhabitants  had  the  right  to  abolish  slavery  therein. 
He  rose  to  correct  the  gentleman,  and  to  state  the 
fact  that  that  was  a  question  which  he  had  notdis- 
cu.ssed  in  his  speech  at  all,  in  reference  to  which 
he  had  not  expressed  any  opinion,  much  less  had 
made  an  argument. 

Mr.  FLOURNOY  then  obtained  the  floor,  and 
spoke  through  one-third  of  his  hour  on  the  subject 
of  the  Wilmot  proviso  and  the  position  of  parlies 
thereon;  when  he  gave  way  to 

Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON,  on  whose  motion 
the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

[The  above  speeches  will  be  given  in  the  Ap- 
pendix.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WOODWARD,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  were  discharged  from  thejaill  of  the 
Senate  for  the  relief  of  Stalker  &  Hill;  and  said 
bill  was  returned  to  the  Senate  in. compliance  with 
their  request. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FARAN,  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  amend  an  act  supplemental 
to  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for  the  prose- 
cution of  the  existing  war  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  FICKLIN:  The  petition  of  Mrs.  Mary  Flowers, 
of  Lawrence  county,  Illinoi-,  praying  that  she  may  be  per- 
niilted  to  purchase  at  the  Government  price  that  portion  of 
the  sixteenth  section  on  which  she  resides. 

By  Mr.  VVENTW'ORTH:  The  petition  of  citizens  of 
Jackson  precinct,  in  Kane  county,  for  a  mail  route  from 
Dundee,  via  Jack-son  precinct,  to  Marengo. 


IN  SENATE. 
Saturday,  July  1,  1848. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland, 
to  print  ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  Chicago 
memorial,  was  taken  up,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive: Ayes  15,  noes  16. 

Mr.  RUSK,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  moved  the  discharge  of  that  committee 
from  a  number  of  private  petitions,  &.c.;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  theCommitteeon  Military 
Affairs,  reported  the  act  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives repealing  the  proviso  to  the  act  which 
required  the  President  to  reduce  the  generals  to  one 
major  general  and  two  brigadiers  at  the  end  of  the 
war. 

Mr.  B.  explaineJrthe  nature  of  the  act  from  the 
House,  and  of  the  amendments  proposed  to  it,  and, 
as  it  was  necessary  for  Congress  to  act  upon  the 
subject  before  the  proclamation  of  peace — an  event 
now  to  be  daily  looked  for  —  he  would  ask  for 
the  immediate  consideration  of  the  act  and  amend- 
ments. 

The  immediate  consideration  was  ordered. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  the  number  of  generals  in  the  regular  army 
was  increased  from  three  to  si.x — from  one  major 
general  and  two  brigadiers  to  two  major  generals 
and  four  brigadiers — and  directed  the  President,  at 
the  termination  of  the  war,  to  reduce  the  number 
to  that  from  which  it  was  raised.  The  act  from 
the  House  repealed  the  clause  which  imposed  this 
duty  of  reduction  upon  the  President.  The  Mili- 
tary Committee  of  the  Senate  proposed  lo  suspend 
instead  of  repeal  that  clause,  and  make  the  suspen- 
sion continue  until  the  fourth  day  of  March  next, 
in  order  to  give  time  for  organizing  a  suitable  and 


permanent  peace  establishment,  providing,  at  the 
same  time,  that  no  vacancy  which  may  occur  among 
the  generals  shall  be  filled  up. 

The  committee  also  recommend,  as  a  further 
amendment  to  the  act  from  the  House,  a  second 
section,  to  provide  in  the  same  manner  for  the  tem- 
porary retention  of  other  officers  by  suspending 
until  the  same  day  (fourth  of  March  next)  the  pro- 
visions of  the  existing  laws  which  would  discharge 
them  on  the  day  of  the  proclamation  of  peace. 
These  officers  were  the  second  majors  attached  to 
regiments  during  the  war,  and  certain  staff  officers, 
quartermasters,  paymasters,  surgeons,  &c.,  all  of 
whom  were  enumerated  in  the  section  proposed. 
The  public  service  and  justice  to  individuals  re- 
quired ,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  these  classes 
of  officers  to  be  temporarily  retained.  The  second 
or  additional  majors  would  be  thrown  out  of  the 
line  of  their  profession  and  unjustly  disbanded,  if 
not  now  provided  for.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the 
committee  that  they  should  be  retained  as  they 
were;  but,  as  in  a  permanent  peace  establishment, 
it  would  not  be  advL-sable  to  keep  up  two  majors  to 
a  regiment,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  committee 
that  vacancies  among  such  majors  should  not  be 
filled  up,  and  thus  leave  the  reduction  of  these  ad- 
ditional majors  to  be  effected  by  promotions  and 
other  casualties  of  the  service.  The  same  provis- 
ion applies  to  thestaff  officers  named  in  the  section. 
The  provisions  of  the  acts  which  would  disband 
them  are  suspended  until  the  fourth  of  March  next, 
vacancies  in  ihe  mean  time  not  to  be  filled  up.  The 
services  of  these  officers  are  deemed  necessary  for 
some  time  to  come. 

The  third  section  recommended  to  the  act  is  to 
allow  three  months'  extra  pay  to  the  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates, 
who  have  served' in  the  war  with. Mexico,  and  who 
have  served  out  the  term  of  their  engagement  or 
been  honorably  discharged,  or  may  be  so  dis- 
charged. The  provision  is  to  include  all  who 
served  out  the  term  of  their  engagement,  or  were 
honorably  discharged  from  it,  whether  for  the 
whole  war  or  for  twelve  months,  or  for  a  special 
service.  The  committee  deem  this  allowance  of 
extra  pay  just  in  itself  and  conformable  to  the 
usage  of  the  Government,  being  the  same  that  was 
allowed  to  officers  at  the  conclusion  of  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  and  less  than  was  allowed 
them  at  the  i]ose  of  the  revolutionary  war.  It  is 
but  a  small  indemnity  for  loss  of  time,  interruption 
of  business,  expenses,  &c.,  incident  to  the  change 
of  life  from  the  military  life  to  civil  pursuits.  The 
present  provision  only  differs  from  those  referred 
to  in  giving  the  same  extra  pay  to  the  non-com- 
missioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  as  is 
allowed  to  the  officers,  the  principle  being  the 
same  in  both  cases.  It  is  the  pay  alone,  and  not 
pay  and  emoluments,  which  is  thus  given. 

Mr.  B.  asked  that  the  amendments  might  be 
ordered  to  be  engrossed;  which  motion  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  said,  that  in  con- 
sequence of  an  impression  which  had  been  made 
on  the  mind  of  the  officer  who  had  participated  in 
the  raising  of  the  flag  which  he  had  some  time 
since  presented  to  the  Senate,  on  the  palace  of 
Mexico,  because  the  report  which  accompanied 
the  flag  when  it  was  sent  to  General  Twiggs  had 
not  also  been  laid  before  the  Senate,  he  now  sub- 
mitted that  report,  and  moved  that  it  be  read  and 
printed. 

The  report  having  been  read — 
Mr.  FOOTE  complained  that  he  had  not  been 
consulted  by  his  colleague  before  he  presented  the 
flag.  There  was  an  impression  among  the  friends 
of  Major  General  duitman,  that  injustice  had  been 
done  to  him,  by  the  total  suppression  of  his  name 
in  the  remarks  which  his  colleague  had  made  on  in- 
troducing the  flag.  He  had  intended,  however,  to 
let  the  matter  rest,  and  he  would  have  done  so  but 
for  the  revival  of  the  subject  this  morning.  With- 
out intending  the  slightest. disrespect  to  General 
Twiggs,  he  thought  he  shoilld  not  be  doing 
his  duty,  if  he  [icrmitted  the  jiame  of  General 
duitman,  who  had  ordered  the  flag  to  be  raised, 
and  who  was  a  distinguished  son  of  Mississippi, 
lo  be  silently  ])assed  over.  He  had  in  his  posses- 
sion documentary  evidence  on  this  point,  which 
he  hoped  to  be  able  at  an  early  period  to  submit 
to  the  Senate,  in  order  that  ju.stice  should  be  done 
to  all  on  the  official  records  of  this  body. 
Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  expressed  himself 
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a  little  surprised  at  the  course  of  his  colleague. 
The  officer  who  had  placed  the  flag  in  his  hands, 
had  said  nothing  on  the  subject,  and  if  there  was 
any  wrangling  for  the  honor  among  subordinates, 
he  would  not  stoop  to  mingle  in  it.  He  did  not 
expect  that  there  existed  any  misunderstanding 
between  the  commanding  officers.  He  should  be 
found  as  ready  to  defend  the  reputation  of  Gen- 
eral GLuitman,  w.henever  a  proper  occasion  offered 
itself,  as  any  man;  and  he  should  feel  great  grief 
if  anything  took  place  to  ruffle  a  single  plume  in 
his  wreath  of  renown.  The  fame  of  this  distin- 
guished man,  and  of  others  who  had  performed  a 
conspicuous  part  in  the  late  war,  he  was  willing  to 
hand  over  to  the  historian;  and  he  would  not  wish 
to  be  numbered  among  those  who  desired  to  make 
political  capital  out  of  it. 

Mr.  BUTLER  said  it  was  natural  for  military 
officers  to  Le  jealous  of  their  fame.  He  rose  mere- 
ly to  state  a  facfwhich  he  had  from  good  author- 
ity. In  the  midst  of  the  fire,  General  duitman 
mounted  the  edifice,  and  displayed,  not  a  flag,  but 
a  handkerchief.  He  then  called  for  a  flag,  which 
was  brought,  and  that  flag  was  the.  Palmetto  flag 
of  South  Carolina. 

Some  further  discussion  took  place  between  Mr. 
FOOTE  and  Mr.  DAVIS,  which  became  at  first 
warm  and  then  personal  in  its  character. 

Mr.  BORLAND  explained,  from  his  own  ob- 
servation, the  details  of  the  fight,  and  awarded  the 
credit  of  raising  the  first  American  flag  to  General 
Cluitman. 

Mr.  DAYTON  said,  when  the  flag  had  been 
first  presented  by  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  he 
thought  it  a  matter  of  at  least  questionable  propri- 
ety, deeming  as  he  did  the  proper  place  to  have 
been  the  War  Department,  and  he  should  there- 
fore move  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 
THE  WASHINGTON  GAS-LIGHT  COMPANY. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  Washington  Gas-Light 
Company. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  another  section,  giving  the  city 
authorities  wholesome  control  over  the  company, 
as  to  location,  &c.;  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGHT,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Gamaliel  Taylor,  late  marshal  of  the  State  of 
Indiana, and  his  securities;  which,  having  been  ex- 
plained and  advocated  by  Mr,  B.,  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  was  subsequently  read  a  third 
time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BORLAND,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  to  allow  pay  and  sub- 
sistence to  certain  Arkansas  and  other  volunteers 
who  have  been  prisoners  in  Mexico. 

This  bill,  having  been  explained,  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  was  subsequently  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

Mr.  UPHAM  asked  the  Senate  to  take  up  the 
bill  for  the  payment  of  the  fourth  regiment  of  the 
second  brigade  of  the  third  division  of  the  Vermont 
militia,  for  services  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburg.  The 
bill,  he  thought,  would  give  rise  to  no  debate;  it 
had  already  been  passed  three  times  by  the  Senate. 
The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  wished  to  have  a  general  under- 
stsnding  that  the  question  should  be  taken  on  the 
Oregon  Territory  bill  on  Tuesday  week. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  was  opposed  to  anything 
being  done  until  the  treaty  with  Mexico  was  re- 
turned, when  all  relating  to  the  territories  newly 
acquired  could  be  settled. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland.  Say  Wednes- 
day week,  by  which  time  the  treaty  will  doubtless 
be  here. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  assented,  and  it  is  now  the  un- 
derstanding: that  the  question  will  be  taken  on  that 
day,  should  the  debate  have  terminated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOWNS,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and,  afier  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  July  3,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  BURT  asked  the  unanimous  coiisent  of  the 
House  to  allow  him  to  move  to  discharge  the  Com- 


mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union  from 
the  bill  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  regiments 
and  corps  of  the  army,  and  to  provide  for  disabled 
and  infirm  officers. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  that  that  was  a  very  import- 
ant bill,  and  he  desired  to  discuss  it  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  BURT  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  ena- 
ble him  to  move  to  discharge  the  committee  from 
the  above-mentioned  bill.  Agreed  to,  two-thirds 
voting  in  favor  thereof. 

Mr.  BURT,  to  save  the  time  of  the  House  this 
morning,  proposed  that  the  bill  take  its  place  on 
the  Speaker's  table  to  come  up  in  its  order.  He 
should  then  be  glad  to  meet  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  on  its  merits. 

This  suggestion  was  acquiesced  in,  and  the  bill 
went  to  the  Speaker's  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  it  was  ordered  that 
when  the  House  adjourns  to-day,  it  adjourn  to  meet 
on  Wednesday  next. 

REVOLUTIONARY  TROPHIES. 
Mr.  COLLAMER,  by  leave,  introduced  the  fol- 
lowing joint  resolution: 

Resolved,  ^-c,  That  two  brass  field-pieces  captured  from 
the  enemy  at  the  battle  of  Bennington,  in  tlie  State  of  Ver- 
mont, in  1777,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  United  States,  be 
imniediiiiely  well  mounted  under  the  direction  of  tlie  Secre- 
tary of  War,  and  delivered  to  the  Governor  of  tlie  State  of 
Vermont,  to  be  hereaiter  holden  as  the  property  of  said  State. 

The  resolution  having  been  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time — 

Mr.  COLLAMER  addressed  the  House  to  the 
following  effect:  Mr.  Speaker,  a  motion  has  now 
been  entertained  that  when  this  House  adjourns,  it 
will  adjourn  to  the  5th  instant,  and  this  is,  there- 
fore, for  all  the  practical  purposes  of  this  House, 
the  4th  of  July.  I  therefore  take  this  as  a  fitting 
occasion  to  present  this  resolution.  I  am  sensible 
that  the  House  has  little  of  time  or  patience  to 
listen  to  a  subject  to  them  of  so  little  interest  or  im- 
portance, and  1  will  therefore  state,  as  concisely  as 
possible,  the  history  of  the  two  field-pieces  men- 
tioned in  the  resolution,  and  the  claim  of  Vermont 
to  the  same. 

In  1775,  before  the  declaration  of  independence, 
and  immediately  after  the  commencement  of  hos- 
tilities with  Erigland,  the  people  of  Vermont,  then 
called  The  JV'eJO  Hampshire  Gi-ants,  captured  the 
fortresses  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point,  and 
tlierein  took  one  hundred  and  thirteen  pieces  of 
cannon,  six  mortars,  and  three  howitzers,  good  for 
service.  These  all  passed  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  people  of  Vermont  have  re- 
ceived therefor  no  compensation.  This  constitu- 
ted the  basis  of  the  artillery  with  which  the  war  of 
the  Revolution  was  achieved.  In  1776  little  but 
disaster  attended  the  American  arms.  In  1777 
General  Burgoyne  entered  the  country,  from  Can- 
ada, with  his  imposing  army  of  invasion,  the  best- 
appointed  and  best-furnished  army,  though  not  the 
largest,  ever  landed  in  America.  He  captured  Ti- 
conderoga, opened  the  whole  northern  frontier, 
pushed  forward  to  the  Hudson,  and  spread  con- 
sternation through  the  country.  It  should,  how- 
ever, be  remarked  that  he  had  some  proper  appre- 
ciation of  Vermont.  In  the  published  journal  of 
his  expedition  as  it  advanced  will  be  found  this 
entry  of  General  Burgoyne:  "The  Hampshire 
'  Gi-anls,  in  particular,  a  country  unpeopled  and 
'  almost  unknown  in  the  last  war,  [that  is,  the  old 
'  French  ivar,]  now  abounds  in  the  most  active  and 
'  most  rebellious  race  on  the  continent,  and  hangs 
'  like  a  gathering  storm  upon  my  left."  There  was 
a  depot  of  provisions  at  Bennington,  in  Vermont, 
and  a  detachment  of  Burgoyne's  army  under  Col. 
Baum  was  sent  to  capture  it,  and  upon  this  de- 
tachment this  gathering  storm  burst  like  a  tornado. 
Sir,  I  wish  it  remembered  that  no  United  States 
troops  were  present.  It  was  the  people  of  Ver- 
mont, assisted  by  their  neighbors  of  New  Hamp- 
shire under  the  gallant  Starke,  and  a  few  bold 
neighbors  from,  Berkshire,  Massachusetts,  who 
overthrew  this  army  under  Baum,  behind  their  log 
breastwork,  and  captured  over  seven  hundred  men, 
besides  the  killed  and  dispersed;  and  then  it  was 
that  they  took  these  two  field-pieces.  Did  they.not 
belong  to  that  people?  But,  sir,  they  were  wanted 
by  the  country.  They  were  taken  down  t(f  the  Hud- 
son, and  constituted  a  part  of  the  artillery  in  the 
battles  of  Beamis's  Heights  and  Saratoga,  which 
resulted  in  the  capture  of  the  whole  British  army. 
They  have  been  retained  by  the  United  States  ever 
since.     Sir,  the  expenses  of  Vermont  in  the  Revo- 


lution have  never  been  settled,  or  a  dollar  of  them 
repaid.  Their  efforts  at  Ticonderoga,  at  Hubbard- 
ton,  at  Bennington,  and  even  those  of  last  war, 
when  Vermont  rose  in  mass  and  went  to  the  rescue 
at  Plattsburg,  have  never  been  adjusted  or  a  dollar 
paid  therefor  by  this  nation.  All  I  now  ask  is, 
that  you  return  to  Vermont  these  two  field-pieces, 
which  you  have  kept  seventy  years,  and  now,  hav- 
ing worn  out  their  carriages,  you  have  thi-own 
them  aside  as  valueless,  outside  your  arsenal;  and 
there,  sir,  you  may  now  see  them,  neglected  and 
corroding,  but  there  is  chisseled  on  them  the  pre- 
cious memento  that  they  were  captured  at  Ben- 
nington, 177f.  This  Government  regards  them  as 
of  no  value.  May  we  have  them?  Will  you  re- 
mount and  return  them?  To  us  of  Vermont  they 
are  invaluable.  We  will  put  them  in  the  vestibule 
of  our  granite  capitol,  and  they  shall  be  kept 
bright,  in  patriotic,  filial,  and  grateful  remembrance 
of  our  fathers'  valor.  Again  I  ask,  may  toe  have 
thein  ?     , 

The  resolution  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed  unanimously. 

Mr.  STANTON  asked  that  the  House,  by  gen- 
eral consent,  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  from  the  consideration  of 
Senate  bill  to  enable  and  authorize  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  treasury  to  audit  and  settle  the  ac- 
counts of  certain  acting  officers  therein  named. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  objected. 

Mr.  STANTON  then  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  for  the  purpose  indicated.  Disagreed  to; 
two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  GAINES  moved  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  papers  on  file  in  relation  to  the  claim 
of  the  It^al  representatives  of  William  Vawters,  deceased, 
be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  that  claim  may  be 
settled  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  5,  1832,  if  it  is  em- 
braced by  that  law  ;  and  if  not,  that  he  may  report  to  this 
House  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Mr.  FRIES  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  move  a  resolution  to  rescind  the  re- 
solution closing  the  debate  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  at  two  o'clock  this  day  on  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  appropriation  bill.  Lost;  two-thirda 
not  voting  in  favor  thereof. 

Mr.  MclLVAINE  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  to  enable  him  to  offer  a  resolution  directing 
the  Committee  on  Printins:  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  printing  10,000  copies  extra  of  the 
report  accompanying  the  bill  to  establish  an  Indian 
Territory  west  of  the  Mississippi  river.  Lost; 
two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative. 
CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Root,  of  Ohio,  in  the  chair,)  and 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ex- 
penses of  Government  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1849. 

Mr.  FLOURNOY  spoke  out  the  residue  of  his 
hour,  and  compared  the  two  candidates  for  the 
Presidency  in  relation  to  the  positions  which  they 
had  assumed,  to  the  advantage  of  General  Taylor. 
He  spoke  of  General  Cass's  extreme  party  policy, 
and  maintained  that  the  excitement  now  existing 
in  the  country  on  the  subject  of  slavery  was  created 
by  Democratic  ultraism.  General  Taylor,  he  as- 
serted, was  really  Democratic,  but  perfectly  safe 
and  conservative,  and  under  his  administration  the 
Union  itself  would  not  be  endangered. 

Mr.  WOODWARD,  of  Soiith  Carolina,  fol- 
lowed, and  argued  the  constitutional  question  in 
relation  to  the  power  of  the  General  Government 
over  the  Territories. 

Mr.  PRESTON  addressed  the  committee  on  the 
position  of  the  exciting  slave  question  and  the 
means  of  settling  it,  and  on  other  questions  which 
parties  had  brought  into  the  approaching  contest. 
He  was  interrupted  by  the  expiration  of  t4*e  lime 
allowed  for  debate,  without  finishing  his  argu- 
ment. 

[The  above  speeches  will  be  found  in  the  Ap- 
pendix.] 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  he  understood  there  were 
many  amendments  to  be  offered  to  this  bill.  The 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  ameiulmenls 
to  offer,  and  there  would  be  a  great  number  sub- 
mitted by  gentlemen  individually.  He  therefore 
suo-o-ested,  that  as  it  was  impossible  to  dispose  of 
the°civil  and  diplomatic  bill  to-day,  and  as  the 
House  would   not  sit  to-morrow,  the  committee 
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should  now  lay  the  bill  aside  informally,  and  take 
up  and  dispose  of  the  Post  Office  and  the  Indian 
appropriation  bills,  which  had  been  returned  from 
tiie  Senate  with  amendments. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  inquired  if  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vinton]  intended  to 
avail  himself  of  his  privilege  to  speak  on  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill?  If  so,  he  had 
better  proceed  now. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  had  listened  very  atten- 
tively to  the  debate,  but  he  had  heard  nothing;  that 
called  upon  him  for  an  answer.  Fie  did  not,  there- 
fore, propose  to  avail  himself  of  his  privilege. 

Mr.  RHETT  inquired,  if  the  committee  should 
agree  to  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
whether  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  would  not 
lose  its  place? 

A  conversation  ensued;  but  ultimately  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  bill  was  lai4  aside  by  common  con- 
sent. 

POST  OFFICE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1849,  and 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  thereto. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  read.  It 
reduces  the  appropriation  for  the  transportation  of 
the  mails  within  the  United  States  from  |i2,540,700 
to  $2,495,700,  (reduction  §45,000,)  and  appropri- 
ates §45,000  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  be- 
tween Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  Havana,  in 
steam  vessels,  to  touch  at  Savannah  and  Key  West, 
and  §5,000  for  the  employment  of  smaller  steam 
vessels  to  furnish  mail  facilities  to  such  places  on 
the  coast  of  Florida  as  the  Postmaster  General 
shall  think  proper. 

Mr.  BIRDSALLobtainedthefloor,  and  inquired 
if  the  House  was  not  now  in  Committee  of  the 
"Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union? 

The  CHAIRMAN  replied  in  the  affirmative; 
but  he  intimated  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
that  the  debate  must  be  limited  to  the  pending 
question,  which  was  one  of  concurrence  in  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  inquired  on  what 
principle  the  Ch^ir  made  this  decision  ?  The 
House  was  now  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union;  and,  consequently,  they 
were  in  precisely  the  same  position  that  they  were 
half  an  hour  ago,  with  the  exception  that  they  had 
before  them  a  different  bill.  He  could  not  see, 
therefore,  on  what  principle  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  was  to  be  so  restricted  that  he  could 
not  go  into  a  party  discussion,  which  had  been 
going  on  here  for  some  days. 

The  CHAIRMAN  intimated  that  debate  was 
not  in  order  unless  the  gentleman  appealed. 

Mr.  JONES  took  an  appeal  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair. 

Some  conversation  ensued  thereon,  in  which 
Messrs.  EVANS,  JONES,  VINTON,  SIMS,  and 
others  took  part. 

The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  then  sustained  by 
a  vole  of  77  to  44. 

Mr.  VINTON  made  some  brief  explanations  of 
the  amendments  made  by  the  Senate,  and  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  concur  therein. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  POLLOCK— 

The  question  on  the  amendment  was  divided, 
and  was  first  put  on  the  first  branch,  viz:  To  re- 
duce the  amount  from  §2,540,700  to  §2,495,700. 
It  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  being  on  the  second  branch  of  the 
amendment — 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  explained 
the  provisions  of  the  law  of  last  Congress,  and  the 
action  of  the  Postmaster  General  in  making  the 
contract.  He  argued  that  he  was  sustained  by 
the  spirit  of  the  law  in  entering  into  the  contract, 
and  briefly  and  warmly  urj^'ed  the  importance  and 
the  justice  of  the  appro[)riation,  the  faith  of  the 
Government  being  pledged  to  the  contract,  as  he 
contended. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  called  for  the  reading  of  the  let- 
ter of  the  Postmaster  General  on  this  subject;  but 
it  was  not  in  the  House.  He  briefly  opposed  the 
appropriation.  He  answered  the  argument  of  the 
fuitli  of  the  Government  being  pledged,  by  stating 
that  the  contract  was  made  expressly  subject  to 
the  action  of  Congress  in  the  premises. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  stated  that  the  company  had 
already  gone  on  to  construct  vessels. 


Mr.  FICKLIN  replied,  if  they  had  done  so,  they 
had  done  it  at  their  peril,  and  had  no  claim  upon 
Congress.  He  urged  that  the  House  should  stand 
by  its  deliberate  decision  against  the  appropriation 
made  when  the  subject  was  formerly  under  con- 
sideration, and  that  this  spirit  of  growing  expendi- 
tures should  be  arrested. 

Mr.  RHETT  admitted  with  the  Postmaster 
General  that  the  mail  might  be  conveyed  without 
the  employment  of  steamers  between  Charleston 
and  Havana,  but  urged  that  it  would  be  inadequate 
to  meet  the  wants  of  the  community  and  the  in- 
terests of  the  country,  as  well  as  behind  the  spirit 
of  the  age.  He  replied  to  Mr.  Ficklin's  objection 
on  the  ground  of  economy,  that  it  was  a  measure 
intended  to  subserve  two  purposes:  the  transmis- 
sion of  the  mail  and  the  keeping  up  of  the  navy, 
and  that  the  ai'gument  was  not  valid  unless  the 
navy  itself  should  be  abolished  for  the  sake  of 
economy. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  Mr.  HOUSTON, 
of  Alabama,  and  when  he  concluded,  the  commit- 
tee rose  and  reported  pi'Ogress. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  asked  leave  to  offer 
a  resolution  calling  on  the  President  to  furnish  the 
House  with  a  statement  of  ail  moneys  paid  Gen- 
eral Cass  and  General  Taylor,  since  tlieir  entrance 
into  the  public  service,  whether  for  regular  or  ex- 
tra services.     Objected  to. 

Mr.  JONES  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  oflTering  the  resolution. 

Whereupon  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  July  3,  1848. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  presented  the  credentials 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Metcalfe,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Governor  of  the  Slate  of  Kentucky,  to  fill 
the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
John  J.  Crittenden. 

Mr.  Metcalfe,  after  having  been  duly  qualified, 
took  his  seat. 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  NILES  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  asking  a  reduction  of  postage 
and  discontinuance  of  the  franking  privilege;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TURN EY  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Tennessee,  asking  the  establishment  of  a 
mail  route  from  Smiihville  to  Batton's  Store,  in 
that  State;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Oflice  and  Post  Roads. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  H  UNTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Red  River 
Railroad  Company,  with  a  recommendation  that 
it  pass. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  an  act  to  extend  an  act  entitled 
"All  act  pi-oviding  for  the  adjustment  of  all  the 
suspended  preemption  land  claims  in  the  several 
Stales  and  Terriluries,"  approved  August  3,  1840; 
which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  B.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a 
report  recommending  the  printing  of  two  thousand 
additional  copies  of  David  Dale  Owen's  geological 
reconnoissance  of  the  Chippewa  land  district  of 
Wisconsin  and  the  northern  part  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  reported  a  bill  allowing  exchanges  of 
and  granting  adrktional  school  lands  in  the  State 
of  Arkansas,  accompanied  by  a  report;  which  was 
read  a  first  tune. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Joshua  Kennedy,  de- 
ceased, without  amendment. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  ihe 
several  petitions  of  settlers  and  claimants  to  the 
reservation  of  land  in  the  county  of  Lee,  Iowa, 
accompanied  by  a  report;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House  fixing  the 
time  of  adjournment  on  the  17ih  instant  was  taken 
up;  the  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Badg- 
er to  amend  the  resolution,  by  adding  a  provision 
that  the  next  session  of  Congress  shall  commence 
on  the  second  Monday  in  November  next. 

Mr,  MANGUM  referred  to  the  extended  and 


desultory  range  which  the  discussion  on  this  reso- 
lution had  taken,  and  reminded  the  Senate  that  the 
debate  had  been  fastened  on  him  personally,  leav- 
ing him,  the  most  humble  of  the  members  of  this 
body,  no  allernative  but  to  enter  into  it.  He  re- 
gretted that  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  who  had 
provoked  certain  questions  from  him,  was  not  now 
present.  That  Senator  had  propounded  certain 
questions  relating  to  the  course  of  General  Taylor. 
He  now  desired  to  ask  a  question  respecting  Gen- 
eral Cass's  views  on  internal  improvement,  and  the 
western  lakes  and  harbors.  He  had  already  re- 
ferred to  the  subject,  and  had  been  told  that  his 
sentiments  were  imbodied  in  a  certain  letter  to  an 
individual.  He  was  desirous,  however,  to  avail 
himself  of  the  latest  edition  of  his  opinions.  He 
would  now  state  it  to  be  his  belief  that  General 
Cass  stood  nowhere  on  the  question  of  slavery. 
His  course  leaves  the  question  unsettled  one  way 
or  the  other,  and  this  he  proposed  to  show. 

In  the  first  place,  he  stated  that  General  Cass 
had  evaded  the  general  issue,  and  left  us  in  the 
dark  as  to  his  real  opinions.  On  the  subject  of  the 
cotirse  of  General  Cass  as  to  the  Wilmot  proviso, 
the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Miller]  had 
already  cast  some  light.  When  the  two-million 
bill  came  up,  General  Cass  was  opposed  to  it — not 
fi-om  any  change  of  principle,  but  because  he 
thought  it  out  of  place.  The  next  item  was  the 
letter  of  General  Cass  to  Mr.  Nicholson,  in  which 
he  asserts  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  interfere 
with  slavery  in  the  States.  On  that  point,  all  the 
Senators  are  agreed,  not  excepting  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire,  [Mr.  Hale.]  The  next 
point  is,  that  General  Cass  is  of  opinion  that  Con- 
gress cannot  touch  slavery  in  the  Territories. 
General  Cass  leaves  the  whole  matter  to  the  Ter- 
ritories, and  to  the  people  of  the  Territories,  to  be 
disposed  of  by  any  regulations  they  may  make 
not  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution.  He  went 
into  an  examination  of  this  point,  and  asked  how 
it  could  be  applied  to  California,  made  up  of  a 
mixed  race,  without  a  single  white  man.  The 
population  of  New  Mexico  is  the  most  degraded 
of  any  population  in  Mexico.  Yet  these  are  the 
people  on  whom  will  devolve  the  right  of  selecting 
representatives.  Suppose  New  Mexico  should 
select  slavery:  General  Cass,  according  to  his 
principles,  avowed  in  his  letter,  must  veto  it.  He 
is  committed  by  his  letters  neither  to  accept  nor 
reject  any  bill  on  the  subject  froin  the  people  of  a 
Terriloi-y.  His  object  in  making  this  point  was, 
to  reply  to  those  who  said  General  Taylor  had  no 
avowed  opinions  on  the  subject,  that,  on  the  same 
subject,  Genei'al  Cass  stood  nowhere. 

He  referred  to  the  platform  laid  down  by  the 
Baltimore  Convention,  and  the  cordial  and  full 
recognition  of  the  principles  here  laid  down,  by 
General  Cass.  In  the  seventh  canon  of  this  plat- 
form, it  is  laid  down  that  Congress  has  no  right  to 
interfere  with  the  domestic  institutions  of  a  State, 
This  was  a  copy  of  the  canon  of  the  Baltimore 
Convention  of  1844,  and  that  was  a  copy  of  the 
canon  of  the  Baltimore  Convention  of  1840.  He 
quoted  resolutions  introduced  by  Mr.  Campbell  in 
1844,  from  which  the  canons  of  the  Democratic 
platform  on  the  subjects  of  internal  improvements 
and  slavery  were  taken,  word  for  word.  He  sug- 
gested that  this  explanation  showed  the  claim 
which  the  Democi'atic  party  had  to  the  gratitude 
even  of  their  own  party  for  their  originality  and 
their  regard  for  the  country.  He  adverted  to  the 
Journal,  to  show  that  almost  every  Whig  voted  to 
sustain  these  resolutions. 

Mr.  FOOTE  asked  if  the  Whigs  generally  did 
not  vote  for  the  tariff  in  1842,  and  if  they  did  not 
make  a  change  in  their  basis  of  1844? 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  he  believed  the  Whigs 
generally  did  vote  for  the  tariff  of  1842,  although 
it  was  not  the  general  bill.  He  did  not  approve 
of  the  tariff  of  1842,  and  he  voted  ai^ainst  it. 

Mr.  FOOTE  asked  if  the  tarifl"  of  1842  was  not 
the  issue  at  the  Presidential  election  oC  1844? 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  it  was  made  the  issue  at 
the  Presidential  election  in  most  of  the  States.  He 
adverted  to  the  spring  which  had  been  given  to  our 
industry  and  prosperity  by  the  tarilf  of  1842.  He 
went  on  to  read  the  second  resolution  of  the  plat- 
form, and  its  history.  He  named  with  some  em- 
phasis some  of  the  individuals — Mr.  Preston  King 
and  others — who  had  voted  for  this  resolution,  and 
asserted  that  the  platform  was  construcled  of  prin- 
ciples which  no  one  would  deny. 

General  Cass  had  taken  his  stand  on  this  plat- 
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form,  which  was  not  precisely  as  Mr.  Stevenson 
represented  it,  just  broad  enough  to  contain  the 
whole  Democratic  party,  but  none  beyond  it,  but 
which  in  some  parts  was  wide  enough  to  admit  ail 
parties.  He  referred  to  the  celebrated  Kane  letter 
which  circulated  so  generally  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
expressed  a  conviction  that  it  had  its  origin  in  the 
same  brain  in  which  was  engendered  the  Baltimore 
platform.  He  held  in  his  liands  two  copies  of  the 
life  of  General  Cass,  printed  at  the  Congressional 
Globe  office,  price  fifty  cents  per  hundred,  identi- 
cally the  same  up  to  the  last  page,  one  addressed 
"North,"  and  one  "South."  In  the  pamphlet 
for  the  northern  market,  his  outgushing  burst  of 
eloquence  on  the  struggles  of  France — well  calcu- 
lated to  work  on  the  North — is  given.  There  is 
but  one  reference  to  the  Wilmot  proviso,  where  a 
Federal  Senator  [Mr.  Upham]  is  charged  with  a 
design  to  defeat  the  two-million  bill. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  expressed  his  conviction 
that  neither  General  Cass,  nor  any  friends  of  his, 
had  ever  sanctioned  the  publication  of  two  distinct 
editions  of  a  speech,  one  intended  for  one  section 
of  the  Union,  and  one  for  another  section.  He 
had  authority  to  state  from  the  Congressional  com- 
mittee on  the  Democraiic  side,  that  they  had  never 
sanctioned  any  such  practice. 

Mr.  MANGUM  did  not  wonder  at  the  sensi- 
tiveness of  Senators  on  the  other  side.  He  then 
referred  to  the  language  in  the  other  copy  of  the 
Life  of  General  Cass,  which  he  presumed  to  be 
intended  for  the  South — although  he  admitted  that 
there  was  nothing  printed  on  the  face  of  the  docu- 
ments to  the  effect  that  one  was  for  the  North  and 
the  other  for  the  South — in  which  General  Cass 
evaded  the  question  of  the  Wilmot  proviso. 

Mr.  FOOTE  asked  if  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  did  not  know  that  one  edition  of  the  biog- 
raphy was  punted  before  the  agitation  of  the  French 
question,  and  that  afterwards  his  friends  thought 
it  right  to  modify  the  pamphlet  by  inserting  his 
remarks  on  that  question  ? 

Mr.  MANGUiVI  said  he  certainly  attributed  no 
censure  to  the  friends  of  General  Cass  for  inserting 
his  remarks  on  the  French  struggle;  but  he  asked 
why  it  was,  at  the  same  time,  deemed  expedient 
to  omit  the  opinions  of  the  General  on  the  Wilmot 
proviso .'  He  asserted  that  he  was  a  southern  man: 
he  was  ready  to  die  for  the  institutions  of  the  South 
whenever  it  should  be  necessary.  He  went  for 
liberty  first,  and  for  Union  next,  and  he  hoped 
they  would  not  be  divided;  but  if  he  had  the  firm- 
ness he  trusted  he  had,  he  would  stand  by  his 
country  in  repelling,  to  the  last,  every  attempt  to 
touch  the  institutions  the  sanctity  of  which  was 
guarantied  by  the  Constitution. 

He  paid  a  tribute  to  the  kind  and  generous  cour- 
tesy of  General  Cass,  with  whom  he  had  inter- 
course when  the  General  held  a  place  in  an  admin- 
istration with  which  he  (Mr.  M.)  had  no  personal 
communication  excepting  General  Cass.  He  said 
he  had  put  a  question  to  which  he  desired  an  an- 
swer. The  harbor  and  river  bill  which  Mr.  Polk 
had  vetoed,  would  General  Cass  veto.''  The  sec- 
ond resolution  of  the  Baltimore  platform  denies  the 
power  of  the  General  Government  to  make  inter- 
nal improvements.  Mr.  Polk  gave  in  his  adhesion 
to  the  platform  of  1844,  Oregon  up  to  54°  40',  and 
all.  But  for  the  veto  of  the  internal-improvement 
bill,  Mr.  Polk  would  have  been  the  nominee  of 
the  Baltimore  Convention  again. 

Mr.  FOOTE.     He  would  not  have  accepted  it. 

Mr.  MANGUM.  My  dear  sir,  not  accept !  I 
beg  pardon — 1  have  known  Mr.  Polk  a  long  time. 
He  went  on  to  state  that  General  Cass  had  voted 
for  internal  improvements;  but  how  would  he  act 
in  reference  to  vetoing  a  bill?  He  regarded  Gen- 
eral Cass  as  the  representative  of  the  worst  type  of 
Democracy,  and  he  anticipated  new  foreign  wars, 
should  he  be  elected  and  serve  his  four  years.  He 
supported  General  Taylor,  because  he  looked  on 
,  liim  as  ready  to  carry  out  uU  the  principles  of  the 
Whig  party — to  promote  industry,  and  lo  cultivate 
a  pacific  policy;  because  he  believed  him  to  have 
a  true  sense  of  national  honor,  and  that  he  would 
never  stretch  out  a  strong  hand  lo  wrest  territory 
from  a  weak  neighbor;  and  because  he  considered  j 
him  as  above  mingling  with  low  party  intrigues. 
He  characterized  the  Democratic  party  as  going 
for  bold  enterprise,  regardless  of  the  cost  of  treas- 
ure or  of  blood  ;  as  pursuing  an  aggressive,  gallant 
policy,  more  anxious  to  achieve  u  glittering  posi- 
tion in  history  than  to  introduce  or  secure  domes- 
tic peace  and  comfort  at  home.     As  to  Cuba,  he 


was  opposed  to  any  powerful  nation  holding  it. 
He  desired  it  to  remain  free;  and  he  was  equally 
opposed  to  any  strong  naval  power  holding  the  key 
to  the  Gulf. 

Mr.  FOOTE  asked  whether  General  Taylor  con- 
sidered the  United  States  as  in  the  wrong,  and  Mex- 
ico in  the  right,  during  the  recent  war? 

Mr.  MANGQM  said  he  was  not  going  to  be  the 
expounder  of  all  General  Taylor's  opinions.  He 
took  a  view  of  the  course  of  the  Administration  in 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  asserting  that  the 
President  had  not  calculated  on  any  of  the  conse- 
quences of  the  war  falling  on  him  and  his  Admin- 
istration. But  the  President  had  relied  too  much 
on  the  effect  of  the  clamor  about  British  Whigs, 
&c.  He  touched  on  the  Oregon  dispute,  and  the 
annexation  of  Texas,  and  the  ambition  to  acquire 
territory  which  had  characterized  some  of  our  re- 
cent administrations.  He  was  opposed  to  the 
policy.  He  went  for  home  in  preference  to  all  the 
broad  territories  of  the  earth.  Our  policy  is  not  lo 
promote  thewelfare  of  others, butourown.  When 
the  country  is  engaged  in  a  foreign  war,  sanctioned 
by  the  Executive,  he  could  never  stand  ready  to 
go  against  her.  Yet  he  was  one  of  those  called 
Mexican  Whigs.  He  differed  with  some  of  his 
friends  as  to  the  possibility  of  avoiding  the  war,  and 
stated  that  some  of  our  gallant  officers  had  been 
persecuted  by  the  Nero  of  the  day,  when  they 
ought  to  have  been  rewarded.  He  said  that  had 
the  Whig  party  selected  a  civilian,  he  would  have 
rejoiced;  but  as  this  had  not  been  done,  he  was 
glad  to  take  hold  of  the  gallant  military  man  by 
the  hand,  relying  more  on  him  than  on  many  other 
more  conspicuous  civilians  who  might  have  been 
brought  forward. 

Mr.  FOOTE  asked  if  General  Taylor's  friends 
held  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  or  the 
Mexicans  had  commenced  the  war. 

Mr.  MANGUM  replied  that  the  war,  in  his 
opinion,  was  commenced  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  In  reference  to  the  maxim,  "  to  the 
victors  belong  the  spoils,"  he  denounced  it  with 
the  most  unutterable  scorn.  He  eulogized  General 
Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore,  defending  them 
against  the  attacks  ofCroswell,  who  had  at  one 
time  declared  General  Jackson  unfit  to  fill  the  office 
of  President,  and  at  another  time  that  the  General 
was  the  greatest  hero  that  ever  walked  the  land; 
who  had  abused  and  eulogized  other  great  men — 
perhaps  Mr.  Van  Buren.  He  had  seen  the  Sena- 
tor from  Mississippi  so  severely  handled  by  the 
press  that  he  would  have  scorned  to  have  lent  a 
countenance  to.  Such,  indeed,  was  the  harsh  and 
indiscriminate  abuse  of  the  mercenary  press  that 
the  only  protection  of  any  man  was  his  insignifi- 
cance. It  would  be  well  to  discontinue  this  debate 
here,  for  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  presses  would 
be  so  industrious,  that  they  would,  before  the  end 
of  the  campaign,  prove  General  Cass  to  be  desti- 
tute of  any  good  quality  whatever;  and  that  Gen- 
eral Taylor  never  dared  to  show  his  honest,  ruddy 
face  on  the  battle-ground  of  Buena  Vista. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  rose  to  explain  the  cause  of 
the  discrepancy  in  the  sketch  of  General  Cass.  He 
stated  that  the  only  omission  was  that  of  part  of  a 
letter  of  General  Cass  -to  Mr.  Nicholson,  which 
was  left  out  of  one.  He  knew,  and  the  Senate 
knew,  that  Francis  P.  Blair  and  John  C.  Rives 
would  never  stoop  to  be  guilty  of  a  falsehood,  and 
they  were  men  who  would  never  stoop  to  be  guilty 
of  a  fraud.  The  one  was  a  publication  in  March, 
the  other  in  June;  and  the  difference  was  caused 
by  a  desire  of  the  young  man  who  prepared  the 
sketch  to  correct  it,  so  as  not  to  swell  the  limits 
and  increase  the  expense. 

Some  further  explanations  on  this  point  ensued; 
and  the  parts  of  the  pamphlet  were  read  and  reread; 
and  Mr.  Hannecan  read  a  further  extract,  which, 
he  said,  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  had  omit- 
ted. 

Mr.  MANGUM  .said  he  had  not  read  it,  because 
it  was  not  contained  in  either  of  the  editions  of  the 
pamphlet  which  he  had  before  him.  He  believed 
that  General  Cass  would  scorn  to  sanction  such  a 
vile  course,  or  that  the  Senator  from  Indiana  would; 
but  there  are  hangers-on,  leeches,  who  are  ready 
to  do  anything  to  promote  their  object. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said  he  did  n#t  know  the 
author  positively;  but  if  it  was  the  person  he  sup- 
posed, he  was  a  young  man,  not  more  than  twenty- 
five  years  of  age,  open  and  ingenuous,  who,  he 
thought,  would  never  be  guilty  of  a  fraud.  He 
wished  the  Sanator  from  North  Carolina  had  de- 


scribed and  defended  the  Philadelphia  platform, 
and  General  Taylor  and  his  principles.  He  was 
not  disposed  to  say  a  word  against  General  Taylor, 
who  was  an  honest  and  a  brave  old  soldier,  who, 
according  to  his  own  statement,  never  cast  a  vote, 
nor  filled  an  office,  from  a  constable  upwards.  It 
had  been  asserted  that  the  PhiladelphiaConvention 
had  been  disposed  to  nominate  Old  Zack  for  Presi- 
dent and  Old  Whitey  for  Vice  President.  General 
Taylor's  sentiments  were  not  known.  He  was 
taken  on  trust,  as  JohnTyler  was,and  he  reminded 
the  Senator  that  in  less  than  eighteen  months  after 
the  election  o/  John  Tyler,  curses  loud  and  deep 
were  heaped  upon  him.  He  asserted  his  belief 
that  the  Whigs  had  destroyed  themselves  by  the 
nomination  of  General  Taylor. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  made  some  ex- 
planations of  the  course  of  General  Cass,  in  order 
to  show  that  the  defence  of  the  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana did  not  clear  the  General  from  the  charge  of 
inconsistency,  nor  exactly  settle  the  question  as  to 
the  absence  of  any  fraud.  The  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont [Mr.  Upham]  had  also  applied  at  the  Globe 
office  for  copies  of  the  sketch,  and  he  had  obtained 
the  two  editions — March  and  June — from  which  it 
appears  that  the  very  words  said  by  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  to  have  been  left  out  of  the  June 
edition  in  his  hand,  because  other  matter  was  in- 
troduced in  its  room,  appear  in  the  June  edition 
which  he  (Mr.  Johxson)  held  in  his  hand.  The 
Senator  from  Indiana  could  compare  the  pam- 
phlets, and  he  could  then  decide  whether  the  young 
man  of  twenty-five  was  so  entirely  innocent  of 
fraud  as  he  supposed. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said  his  authority  was  Gen- 
eral Bayly  and  Mr.  Howell  Cobb,  of  the  House. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said  this  was  the  policy  of  the 
Democratic  Association,  at  Jackson  Hall,  to  send 
out  different  editions,  one  for  the  North  and  one 
for  the  South,  where  they  were  scattered  broad- 
cast.    The  thing  did  not  do  itself — who  did  it? 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.     Some  villain. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Yes,  some  villain.  I  echo 
the  Senator  from  Indiana.  Why  was  it  done,  if 
not  to  give  different  impressions  in  the  North  and 
the  South  ?  He  cared  not  what  platform  General 
Cass  stood  on;  but  there  was  one  platform  which 
God  had  planted — common  honesty — on  which 
every  man  could  stand.  Our  penitentiaries  are 
filled  with  persons  charged  with  more  trivial  crimes, 
for  false  pretences  of  a  far  less  criminal  and  de- 
testable character  than  this.  If  General  Cass  were 
here,  it  would  become  him  to  denounce  at  once 
that  class  of  men  which  seeks  support  for  him  by 
cheating  others.  A  thimble-rigger  is  a  virtuous 
man  compared  with  such. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  was  certainly  very  much 
surprised  at  the  disclosure  of  the  Senator  from 
Maryland.  He  would  take  occasion  to  disclaim  on 
behalf  of  every  member  of  this  Senate,  and  of  the 
other  House,  any  participation  in  this  fraud.  Who- 
ever had  been  so  misguided  as  to  do  it,  had  not 
hugged  to  his  heart  so  closely  as  he  ought  the 
principles  of  honor.  But  while  he  admitted  this, 
he  desired  to  know  what  there  was  in  the  matter 
omitted  of  such  consequence  that  it  should  be 
hurled  against  General  Cass?  To  find  the  history 
of  General  Cass,  he  referred  Senators  to  the  history 
of  our  country,  from  the  time  of  Mr.  Jefferson  lo 
this  day. 

Mr.  FOOTE  made  a  reply  at  some  length  to  the 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Mangum.] 

Mr.  NILES  then  made  a  few  humorous  re- 
marks, in  which  he  compared  the  proceedings  of 
the  day  with  those  of  a  ratification  meeting. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  then  rose  and  expressed  a  wish 
to  reply  to  some  of  the  remarks  which  had  fallen 
from  the  Senators  on  the  other  side.  But  as  the 
hour  was  late,  he  suggested  the  propriety  of  ad- 
journment. 

On  motion,  it  was  then  ordered  that  when  the 
Senate  adjourns,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Wednes- 
day, in  order  to  enable  it  to  join  in  the  ceremony 
of  laying  the  corner-stone  of  the  Washington  Na- 
tional Monument  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  July  5,  1843. 

The  Journal  of  Monday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  COCKE,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 

House,  offered  a  resolution  to  discharge  the  Com- 
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mittee  of  the  Whole  on   the  state  of  the  Union  1 
from  the  bill  of  the  Senate  grantina:  pensions  to  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  such  officers,  mnaicians, 
Rnd  privates,  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  as  ; 
liave  fallen  in  Mexico,  and  that  the  satTie  be  put 
on  iis  passnare. 

Tlie  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Tlie  l)ill  and  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions  of  the 
House  were  read. 

.    Mr.  COCKE  explained  tlie  bill  and  amendment, 
and  urged  its  passao^e  in  a  few  remarks. 

Mr.  HARALSON  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment so  as  to  embrace  the  widows  and  or[)hans  of 
those  officers  and  soldiers  who  died  on  their  march 
to  Mexico. 

Mr.  COCKE  moved  the  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded,  and,  under  the  operation  thereof, 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amenilinent,  as  thus  amended,  was  adopted, 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  B[NGHAM,  by  leave,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution  to  change  the  location  of  the  site  of  a 
light-house  on  Lake  Superior;  which  was  read  three 
times  and  passed. 

OFFICERS  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said,  some  time  since  a  bill  was 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
repealing  so  much  of  the  act  of  1846  as  required 
the  President  to  discharge,  at  the  close  of  the  war, 
the  number  of  brigadier  and  major  generals,  and 
other  officers  appointed  under  that  act.  Tlie  bill 
had  [)as.sed  the  House  and  gone  to  the  Senate,  and 
was  taken  up  there  on  Saturday  last,  and  sent  back 
with  various  amendments.  Upon  its  return  to  the 
House,  it  was,  on  tlie  motion,  he  thought,  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Vinton,]  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  That  commit- 
tee had  had  no  meeting  since  that  day.  He  did 
not  believe  it  liad  been  within  the  knowledge  of 
any  meinber  of  the  cominittee  that  the  bill  had 
been  referred  to  them;  otherwise,  a  meeting  would 
have  been  called,  and  the  committee  would  have 
had  the  bill  under  consideration.  It  had  become 
indispensably  necessary  that  it  should  be  acted  on 
to-day.  He  understood  that  the  treaty  had  arrived 
from  Mexico — that  the  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent would  be  published  to-morrow,  and  would 
probably  have  been  to-day,  had  any  paper  issued 
in  this  city  this  morning.  If  the  bill  was  not  acted 
upon  to-day,  it  became  the  President's  imperative 
duty  to  dismiss  the  officers — the  major  generals, 
brigadier  generals,  and  other  officers — provided  for 
in  the  act  of  1846,  many  of  whom,  for  their  mer- 
itorious services,  had  been  promoted. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  suspended  the 
operation  of  this  act  to  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
thus  affording  additional  time  for  legislation  on 
this  subject.  It  would  be  perfectly  competent  for 
either  House  to  introduce  and  pass  a  bill  repealing 
these  laws  at  any  subsequent  jieriod  of  this  or  of 
the  next  session;  but  there  was  no  lime  to  act  upon 
it  now  in  any  other  way  than  by  a  suspension  of 
the  law  such  as  was  now  proposed,  for  the  reason, 
as  he  had  said,  that  these  gentlemen  were  to  go  out 
of  office  immediately  upon  the  proclamation  of 
peace. 

He  therefore  moved  that  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject,  and  that  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  be  put  on  their  passage  immediately. 
He  ho[ied  there  would  be  no  objection. 
Mr.  DICKEY  objected. 

Mr.  BOTTS  hof)ed   the  gentleiTian  would    not 
by  his  power  of  objection  under  the  rules  defeat 
the  will  of  a  lar;;c  majority  of  the  House. 
Mr.  DICKEY  adhered  to  his  objection. 
Mr.  BOTTS  inquired  if  it  would  be  in  order  to 
move  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose. 

The  SPEAKER  rejilied  in  the  negative. 
POST  OFFICE   DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  a  resolution  to  close  all 
debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of 
the  Union  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  service  of  the  Post  Office  De|iartmtiit  for  the 
year  ending  .Tunc.  .30,  1849,  in  thiity  minutes  after 
the  House  kI.hII  again  consider  said  bill  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.     Agreed  to. 

GAS-LIGHT  IN  WASHINGTON. 
The  bill  of  the  House  to  incorporate  the  Wnsh- 
ington  Ga«-light  Company,  which  was  several  days 


since  returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, was  taken  up,  and  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and  the  bill 
stands  passed. 

Mr.  HUNT  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 
RIVER  AND  HARBOR  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  the  accompanying 
resolutions  on  the  message  of  tlie  President  giving 
his  reasons  for  withliolding  his  approval  from  the 
river  and  harbor  bill  of  last  session,  on  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Chicago  Convention,  and  on  various 
other  memorials  for  the  improvement  of  rivers  and 
harbors,  as  the  subject  first  in  order. 

The  resolutions  were  read  as  follows: 

Resolve'!,  Tliat  tho  Constitution  of  the  United  States  vests 
in  Coii!;ress  tlie  power  to  appropriate  money  to  open  and 
improve  harbors,  and  remove  ohstructions  I'rom  navigable 
rivers,  in  all  cases  where  >ikIi  improvements  are  neces>ary 
to  the  protection  and  lacility  of  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions or  tlie  commerce  among  tlie  States. 

•2.  Resolved,  Tlial  the  iiitereslsof  our  national  coniinerce, 
the  common  defence,  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 
State,  reqnire  a  judicious  exercise  of  the  foregoing  powers. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  reasons  assigned  liy  the  President 
in  his  veto  message  of  Decemlier  15,  1847,  for  his  refusal  to 
approve  and  sign  the  bill  passed  March  3,  1847,  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors  and 
rivers,  are  deemed  insnfiicieiit  and  unsatisfactory. 

4.  Resolved,  That  it  would  be  inexpedient,  and  contrary 
to  the  principles  of  the  Constilution,  to  give  the  general  con- 
sent of  Congress,  in  advance  of  legislation  tiy  the  States,  to 
the  imposition  of  tonnage  duties  by  the  several  States  as  a 
means  of  improving  the  ports  and  harbors  at  which  such 
duties  maybe  levied. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce on  the  memoiial  of  the  Chicago  Convention  respect- 
ing harbor  and  river  improvements,  the  President's  message 
of  December  15,  1847,  on  the  same  subject,  and  the  bill  re- 
ferred to  said  committee  in  relation  to  tonnage  duties,  with 
the  minority  report  on  the  same  subject,  be  printed,  and  that 
the  Committee  on  Printing  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  printing  extra  copies  of  said  report. 

Mr.  SIMS,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  said 
he  had  no  disposition  to  occupy  the  time  of  the 
House  at  this  late  period  of  the  session  upon  the 
subject  of  these  resolutions.  He  would  much 
prefer  that  the  regular  necessary  business  before 
them  should  be  attended  to;  and  in  order  to  arrive 
at  that  result,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  report  and 
resolutions  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  asked  to  be  excused  from 
voting,  and  for  leave  to  state  his  reasons  for  his 
motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  cannot  be 
allowed  to  state  any  reasons  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND,  then,  would  vote  against 
the  resolutions,  because  in  effect  they  must  precip- 
itate the  country  into  an  enormous  public  debt;  and 
because,  too,  they  could  not  be  regarded  otherwise 
than  as  an  attack,  a  gratuitous  attack,  upon  the  Ad- 
ministration. 

The  question  to  lay  upon  the  table  was  put,  and 
decided  in  the  negative,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atkinson,  liayly,  Beale,  Bedinger,  Bird- 
sail,  Bowdoii,  Brodhead,  William  G.  Urown,  Burt,  Chase, 
Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clarke,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb, 
Cummin^,  Daniel,  Dickinson,  Fealherstcm,  Ficklin,  Fries, 
Green,  Wilbird  P.  Hall,  Hammoiis,  llaraUon,  Harmanson, 
Harris,  Hill,  George  S.  Houston,  Inge,  Charles  J.  Ingcrsoll, 
Iversoii,  Jameson,  Andrew  Johnson,  J.  H.  Johnson,  Robert 
W.  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  Kennon,  Lahiii,  La  S6re, 
Lord,  Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McClernand,  McDowell,  McKay, 
Miller,  Peaslee,l'hclps,  Pillsbury,  Uliett,  Richey,  Sawyer, 
Simpson,  Sims,  Smart,  Siaiiton,  Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson, 
Robert  A.  Thompson,  Venal/le,  Wallace,  Wick,  Wiley, 
Williams,  and  Woodward — 65. 

NAVS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Barrow,  Belcher,  Bingham,  Blaii- 
chard,  Botts,  Bowlin,  Brady,  Biickner,  Uutli;r,  Canby,  Cliap- 
man,  Clingnian,  Collamer,  Collins,  Conger,  Cranston,  Crow- 
ell,  Cri  zier.  Darling,  Dickey,  Dixon,  Doniiell,  Dunn,  Eck- 
crt,  Edwards,  Emiirec,  A.  Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Faran, 
Farrelly,  Fisher,  Floiirnov,  Frecdlev,  Fulton,  Gavle,  Gentry, 
Glddiiigs,(JogKin,  Gott,  Giinnell,  I'lale,  Nalhan  K.  Hall,  J. 
G.  Hampton,  Moses  llaniplon,  Henry,  EliasB.  Holmes,  John 
W.  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Irviij,  Jenkins,  John 
W.  Jones,  Kellogg,  Thomas  H.  King,  Daniel  P.  King,  Wil- 
liam T.  Lawrence,  Sidney  Lawrence,  Lctflir,  l-incoln, 
Lyiidc,  iVIcClclland,  Mcllvaine,  Horace  Mann,  Marsh,  Mar- 
vin, Morchead,  Morris,  Miillin,  Nelson,  Ni^wall,  Outlaw, 
Palfrey,  Peck,  Pcndlcloii,  Pclrie,  Pcttit,  Pollock,  Preston, 
Putnam,  Reynolds,  Julius  Kockwill,  John  A.  Koikwell, 
Root,  Rumsey,  St.  John,  Shcrrill,  Silvester,  Slingerlaiid, 
Cali'b  B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Starkweather,  Stephens, 
Charles  E.  Stuart.  Tallmadgi,  Ta\  lor,  Tliibod,'an.\,  Jaims 
Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  WillKiui  Thompson,  'I'hurs- 
ton,  Toombs,  Turner,  Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  Warren,  Went- 
wortli,  Wliiiq^and  Wilson — lOU. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  had  very  little  objection, 
he  said,  to  the  first  anil  second  of  these  rcsolutioim, 
ihouKh  he  confessed,  if  he  had  been  on  that  com- 
mittee, he  would  not  have  agreed  to  report  any  of 
them.     He  thought  it  would  have  been  sufficient 


for  the  comiiiittee  to  have  made  their  report,  and 
had  that  report,  together  with  the  President's  veto 
message,  circulated  among  the  people. 

The  first  resolution  he  looked  upon  as  rather 
loosely  drawn,  and  many  and  various  constructions 
would  be  put  upon  it.  Yet  he  had  no  particular 
objection  to  vote  for  that  resolution. 

The  second  resolution  he  could  vote  for  with 
great  pleasure. 

The  third  he  could  not  votefor  at  alj.  He  viewed 
it  as  unnecessary.  He  looked  upon  it,  furthermore, 
as  a  direct  reflection  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  He  differed  with  the  President,  and  did 
not  agree  that  the  reasons  he  had  assigned  in  that 
veto  message  were  good  and  sufficient;  but  at  the 
same  time  he  was  unwilling  to  give  any  vote  in 
this  House  which  might  be  tortured  into  a  censure 
of  that  officer,  for  the  simple  reason  that  he,  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties,  was  compelled  to  differ 
with  him;  and  whateverdifference  of  opinion  might 
exist  between  the  Presidentand  himself  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  he  was  nevertheless  obliged  to 
presume  that  he  had  acted  honestly  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties,  and  the  President  had  as  good  a  right 
to  differ  from  him  as  had  any  member  of  this 
House. 

^Having  requested  the  Clerk  to  read  the  fourth 
resolution,  Mr.  McC.  said  he  had  very  little  doubt, 
from  the  examination  he  had  been  enabled  to  give 
this  subject,  that  it  would  be  improper  and  inexpe- 
_dient  to  give  this  power  to  the  States  in  advance 
of  the  action  of  each  State  on  this  particular  sub- 
ject; but  at  the  same  time  he  could  not  vote  for  that 
resolution,  becausehe  believed  it  constitutional.  He 
thought  Congress  had  power  to  give  authority  to 
the  States  in  advance,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that 
any  one  who  would  refer  to  the  constitutional  pro- 
visions on  that  subject,  would  concur  with  him  in 
that  opinion.  The  clause  of  the  Constilution  which 
related  to  this  question  was  in  the  following  words: 
"No  state  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Congress, 
lay  any  duty  of  tonnage,"  &c. 

Whether  that  consent  was  given  before  or  after 
any  action  on  the  part  of  the  State,  it  was  certainly 
constitutional,  because  this  grant  of  power  was 
express,  authorizing  Congress  to  give  their  consent 
to  the  States  to  impose  these  tonnage  duties.  His 
opinion  was,  that  the  power  could  not  be  given  to 
the  extent  that  had  been  contended  for  by  some 
gentlemen  on  this  floor.  He  thought  it  a  very  lim- 
ited power,  and  upon  the  lakes  and  upon  the 
largest  rivers  of  the  United  States,  which  had  here- 
tofore been  improved  by  approjiriations  from  Con- 
gress, the  power  would  be  of  no  avail.  But  at  the 
same  time  (for  he  wanted  to  speak  briefly  on  the 
subject)  he  could  not  vote  for  this  resolution,  be- 
cause he  thought  the  power  was  constitulionolly 
in  Congress  to  give  authority  to  any  State  in  this 
Union  to  pass  laws  in  regard  to  tonnage  duties 
previous  to  the  action  of  the  State  itself.  He  could 
not,  therefore,  vote  for  this  resolution.  He  sug- 
gested an  amendment  to  strike  out  that  part  of  this 
resolution  which  related  to  the  question  of  consti- 
tutionality. 

Mr.  HUNT  was  very  unwilling  to  consume  the 
time  of  the  flouse,  at  this  advanced  sta^e  of  the 
session,  in  debating  the  propositions  contained  in 
these  resolutions.  It  was  a  subject  which  had 
been  very  fully  discussed  on  former  occasions,  not 
only  in  this  House  but  throughout  the  country, 
which  had  been  fully  investigated  by  every  gentle- 
man here,  and  on  which,  no  doubt,  every  one  was 
as  fully  prepared  to  vote  without  further  debate 
as  they  would  be  afttir  days  had  been  consumed 
in  its  further  discussion. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  wished  to  makcan  inquiry  of 
the  gentleman.  Being  one  of  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  by  which  this  bill  had  been  reported, 
he  desired  to  know  of  the  gentleman,  who  was  the 
chairman  of  that  committee,  whether  the  report  had 
received  the  unanimous  sanction  of  the  committee, 
or  whether  there  were  dissenting  voices;  and,  if  so, 
who  they  were.' 

Mr.  HUNT  replied  that  this  subject  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  at  an  early 
day  of  the  session.  They  had  felt  it  their  duty  to 
investigate  it  and  take  some  action  on  the  various 
questions  referred  to  them  by  the  me.<!sage  of  the 
President,  and  the  Ijill  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Rhett]  in  relation  to  tonnagcdutics. 
There  had  lieen  a  very  full  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject in  committee,  and  the  conclusions  arrived  at 
were  adopted  by  the  majority  of  the  committee — 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr,  Atkinson]  and 
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the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  SrMPsON] 
dissenting;;  from  these  resolutions. 

He  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  for 
a  moment  to  the  true  character  of  the  resolutions 
as  they  had  been  commented  upon  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Michigan. 

Mr.  TURNER  inquired  if  the  resolutions  had 
been  printed  ? 

Mr.  HUNT  replied  that  they  had,  but  not  by 
the  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  TURNER  hoped,  then,  that  the  gentleman 
would  allow  them  to  be  referred,  or  at  least  post- 
poned, until  they  could  be  examined  by  all. 

Mr.  RHETT'said,  if  the  gentleman  would  agree 
to  refer  them  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  fix  any  day  on  which 
they  should  come  up,  they  would  be  perfectly 
ready  to  meet  them. 

Mr.  FIUNT  replied  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  would  recollect  tliat  these  resolu- 
tions had  been  reported  two  weeks  ago,  and  that 
his  colleague  [Mr.  Sims]  had  at  that  time  got  the 
floor,  and  they  had  gone  over  until  this  morning. 
They  had  been  printed  in  the  papers  of  the  city, 
and  he  could  not  suppose  it  was  necessary  to  take 
up  any  further  time  for  gentlemen  to  prepare  to 
vote. 

Mr.  LAHM  inquired, in  case  the  previous  ques- 
tion were  moved  and  seconded,  if  it  would  be  in 
order  to  call  for  a  division  so  as  to  vote  upon  the 
resolutions  separately? 

Mr.  HUNT.     Uiidoubtedly. 

Mr.  LAHM  said  there  were  two  for  which  he 
would  vote. 

Mr.  HUNT  proceeded  to  say  that  the  first  reso- 
lution declared  the  power  of  Congress  to  make 
improvements  of  harbors  and  rivers  in  all  cases 
where  they  were  "  necessary  to  the  protection  and 
facility  of  commerce  with  foreign  nations  or  the 
commerce  among  the  States."  It  was  a  general 
declaration  of  that  power,  in  specific  and  precise 
phraseology,  which  he  thought  could  not  be  ques- 
tioned. He  believed  every  gentleman  had  made 
\ip  his  mind  on  that  point. 

Mr.  FARAN  wished  to  be  allowed,  while  the 
gentleman  was  on  the  first  resolution,  to  put  to  him 
one  question.  That  resolution  declared  that  the 
power  of  Congress  extended  to  all  cases  where  it 
was  necessary  to  facilitate  commerce  among  the 
Slates.  He  wished  to  ask  the  gentleman  whether 
he  understood  the  resolution  to  extend  to  cases  of 
a  local  and  not  purely  of  a  national  character.' 

Mr.  HUNT  replied  that  every  gentleman  would 
judge  for  himself  of  the  extent  of  the  power  granted 
to  Congress  by  the  Constitution  to  regulate  com- 
merce among  the  States.  In  his  opinion,  the 
power  extended  to  all  cases  where  it  was  necessary 
to  protect  commerce  among  the  States,  whether 
the  rivers  were  large  or  small,  but  it  did  not  extend 
to  purely  local  works. 

As  to  the  duty  of  this  Government  to  exercise 
this  power,  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion;  but 
he  believed  there  was  a  majority  of  the  House, 
and  of  the  country,  who  were  prepared  to  declare 
their  opinions  in  favor  of  this  also.  But  he  would 
not  lake  up  the  time  of  the  House. 

He  had  a  single  word  to  say  in  reference  to  the 
third  resolution,  which  had  been  objected  to  by 
the  gentleman  from  Michigan,  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  disrespectful  to  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates.  It  would  be  remembered,  that  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  session,  the  President  had  thought  it  his 
duty  to  send  a  message  to  this  House,  with  the 
bill  passed  by  the  last  Congress,  containing  his 
reasons  for  refusing  to  give  his  assent  to  that  bill. 
It  could  not  have  been  supposed  by  the  President 
that  this  Con<;ress  would  take  any  action"  on  that 
specific;  bill;  there  was  an  end  of  it,  and  the  power 
of  Congress  was  exhausted  when  the  President 
liad  refused  his  assent  to  the  bill;  and  the  only 
object  ill  sending  it  here  was,  to  make  up  an  issue 
with  Congress,  and  (if  anything  was  hoped  to  be 
secured)  to  control  the  action  of  Congress.  Th^t 
message  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  for  what  purpose.'  According  to 
the  view  taken  by  the  compnitlee,  it  was  incumbent 
on  them  to  express,  in  proper  form,  their  dissent 
from  the  message;  and  the -resolution  simply  de- 
clared that  the  reasons  assigned  by  the  President 
were  insutTicient  and  unsatisfactory.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  felt  them  to  be  unsatisfactory. 
He  believed  they  were  unsatisfactory,  not  only  to 
Congress,  but  the  country;  and  he  thought,  upon 
a  subject  of  such  magnitude,  when  the  President 


had  gone  out  of  his  way  to  proclaim  in  advance 
that  he  would  not  give  his  assent  to  any  measure 
which  might  be  adopted  for  the  protection  of  our 
national  commerce,  that  it  was  not  only  proper  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  but  that  it  was  eminently 
due  to  themselves  and  the  country  to  declare  their 
sentiments;  that  it  was  due  to  the  importance  of 
the  subject;  due  to  the  public  opinion  of  the  coun- 
try; and  he  thought  they  would  fall  short  of  that 
duty  if  they  failed  to  record,  in  unequivocal  terms, 
that  the  judgment  of  the  President,  as  to  the  consti- 
tutional power  of  the  Goverment,  and  the  objec- 
tions he  had  assigned  to  the  exercise  of  that  power, 
were  not  satisfactory,  and  would  not  control  the 
action  of  Congress. 

.  Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  remarked  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  never  hesitated  to 
declare  his  opinions  of  the  action  of  Congress,  and 
that  he  or  his  friends  did  not  consider  that  disre- 
spectful, even  when  done  with  the^direct  view  to 
influence  the  action  of  Congress. 

Mr.  HUNT  said  it  was  quite  as  respectful  for 
Congress  to  express  their  opinion  upon  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  which  had  been  communi- 
cated to  them,  as  it  was  for' the  President  in  ad- 
vance to  advise  Congress  of  what  his  action  would 
be. 

As  to  the  fourth  resolution,  he  entirely  agreed 
with  the  gentlenian  from  Michigan,  that  it  was 
entirely  within  the  power  of  Congress  to  give  its 
assent  to  the  imposition  of  tonnage  duties  by  any 
State.  That  power  was  given  in  express  terms 
by  the  Constitution.  But  in  his  opinion — and 
that  was  the  conclusion  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce— it  was  not  within  the  meaning  and  intent 
of  the  Constitution  that  Congress  should  give  its 
assent  in  general  terms,  in  advance,  to  any  law  a 
State  might  pass.  Such  a  course  would  virtually 
abrogate  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
declared  that  Congress  should  give  its  assent  and 
surrender  up  the  whole  power  over  tonnage  du- 
ties to  the  States  without  prohibition.  The  clause 
of  the  Constitution  which  conferred  this  power 
was: 

"No  State  shall,  without  theconsentof  Congress,  lay  any 
duty  of  tonnage, keeptroopsorshipsofwarin  time  of  peace, 
enter  into  an  aareenient  or  compact  with  another  State,  or 
with  a  foreign  Power,  or  engage  in  war,  unless  actually  in- 
vaded, or  in  such  imminent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of  de- 
lay." 

These  several  powers  stood  on  the  same  footing, 
and  were  grouped  together  under  the  same  clause 
of  the  Constitution.  What  sort  of  a  proposition 
would  it  be  to  give  the  consent  of  Congress  in  ad- 
vance to  any  State  to  engage  in  war  or  enter  into 
a  treaty  witli  a  foreign  Power? 

Mr.  McClelland  wished  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man whether  any  agreement  or  contract  with  an- 
other State,  or  with  a  foreign  Power,  could  be  en- 
tered into  by  a  Slate  previous  to  obtaining  the 
consent  of  Congress? 

Mr.  HUNT  replied.  Certainly  not.  The  prac- 
tice always  had  been  for  the  States  to  make  their 
agreements,  and  then  submit  them  specifieally  to 
the  sanction  of  Congress  that  they  might  know, 
when  they  gave  their  assent,  what  they  gave  their 
assent  to.  The  practice  with  reference  to  tonnage 
duties  had  been  the  same,  for  several  States,  time 
after  time,  had  passed  laws  to  impose  tonnage  du- 
ties. 

Mr.  McClelland  admitted  that  was  the 
proper  course,  and  all  the  precedents  went  to  show 
that  was  the  course  which  had  heretofore  been  pur- 
sued. But  at  the  same  time  there  was  nothing  in 
that  clause  which  went  to  show  that  Congress  had 
not  the  power,  if  they  pleased  to  exercise  it,  to 
give  their  consent  to  the  Slates  to  impose  tonnage 
duties,  previous  to  any  action  by  the  Slate  upon 
the  subject. 

Mr.  HUNT  said  his  own  opinion  was,  that  it 
would  not  be  a  legitimate  and  proper  exercise  of 
the  power  of  Congress  to  give  its  consent  in  ad- 
vance to  the  imposition  of  tonnage  duties  by  a 
Stale.  But  he  was  not  tenacious  as  to  the  precise 
phraseology  of  the  resolution.  If  the  gentleman 
objected  to  that  part  which  declared  it  to  be  con- 
trary to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  he 
would  give  way  to  enable  him  to  ofler  an  amend- 
ment, and  submit  the  question  to  the  sense  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  RHETT,  in  reference  to  the  remark  that 
all  the  precedents  went  to  show  that  Congress  had 
never  in  anticipation  e;ivcn  its  consent  to  the  imjio- 
sition  of  tonnage  duties  by  the  States,  asked  wheth- 
er the  law  aulliorizing  the  State  of  Georgia  to  lay 


tonnage  duties  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor 
of  Savannah  did  not  give  the  consent  of  Congress 
in  advance  of  the  action  of  the  Stale? 

Mr.  HUNT  thought  in  that  particular  instance 
the  gentleman  was  correct,  although  in  other  cases 
the  law  had  previously  been  passed  by  the  Slate 
of  Georgia,  and  submitted  to  the  sanction  of  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  RHETT  asked  whether  the  Senate  had  not 
given  its  consent  to  treaties  in  anticipation  of  their 
being  made?  And  had  anybody  ever  said  that 
was  unconstitutional? 

Mr.  HUNT  replied  that  they  always  knew 
what  the  treaty  was.  -  They  had  never  given  their 
assent  in  general  terms  to  a  treaty  of  which  they 
knew  nothing'. 

Mr.  RHETT  said  thegentleman  was  mistaken. 
The  Senate  had  put  down  terms  not  in  the  treaty, 
and  the  other  party  had  come  up  to  them.  The 
treaty  with  Mexico,  which  had  now  gone  into 
effect,  Was  an  instance. 

Mr.  FIUNT  was  not  aware  that  the  Senate  in 
any  instance  had  given  their  assent  to  the  forma- 
tion of  a  treaty  without  at  the  same  time  having 
indicated  to  them  the  specific  terms  and  principles 
imbodied  in  the  treaty.  But  he  was  not  tenacious 
as  to  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  and  was  willing 
that  it  should  be  modified  to  meet  the  objection 
raised. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  desired  to 
ask  thegentleman  from  New  York  a  question.  His 
second  resolution  affirmed  the  right  to  make  the 
appropriation  of  money  mentioned  in  the  first  reso- 
lution under  the  constitutional  power  to  regulate 
commerce,  as  well  as  the  power  to  legislate  for  the 
"  common  defence  and  general  welfare  :"  under 
which  clause  did  thegentleman  claim  the  power? 

Mr.  HUNT  replied  that  the  gentleman  was  un- 
der an  evident  misapprehension.  The  second  reso- 
lution affirms  nothing  as  to  the  origin  of  the  power 
of  Congress.  The  existence  of  the  power  is  as- 
serted in  the  first  resolution,  and  it  is  derived  ex- 
clusively from  the  authority  to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations  and  among  the  Slates.  The 
second  resolution  may  be  regarded  as  a  corollary 
from  the  first.  It  simply  asserts  the  expediency 
and  necessity  of  a  judicious  exercise  of  the  power. 
The  authority  is  not  claimed  under  the  general 
clause  to  which  the  gentleman  objects.  We  con- 
tend that  tjie  common  defence  and  general  welfare 
of  the  country  require  the  exercise  of  the  consti- 
tutional power,  and  the  gentleman  must  determine 
for  himself  whether  he  will  make  an  issue  on  that 
proposition. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  would  vote  for  the 
first  resolution,  and  against  the  second,  because  he 
believed  the  power  to  make  the  grant  was  to  be 
found  under  the  constitutional  power  to  regulate 
commerce,  and  only  there.  He  would  not  lose 
the  exercise  of  any  such  power  under  these  ex- 
pressions of  "common  defence  and  general  wel- 
fare." 

The  third  resolution  he  would  not  vote  for.  It 
could  tend  to  no  useful  purpose.  We  could  dis- 
charge our  duty  without  the  necessity  of  making 
this  expression  against  the  message  of  December 
last  of  the  President. 

As  to  the  fourth  resolution,  he  was  opposed  to 
it.  He  believed  it  constitutional,  and  that  tonnage 
duties  might  be  imposed.  Where  vessels  and 
boats  paid  no  taxes  for  State  purposes,  it  might  be 
a  most  proper  exercise  of  legislative  duty  under  a 
clear  constitutional  power  to  levy  such  duties,  if 
the  States  should  feel  disposed  to  do  so.  He  was 
opposed  to  this  resolution,  which  denied  the  con- 
stitutional right  to  assent  in  advance  that  they 
might  be  laid. 

Mr.  HUNT  would  move  to  amend  the  fourth 
resolution  by  striking  out  the  words  "  and  con- 
trary to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution."  He 
would  also  propose  to  amend  the  fifth  resolu- 
tion, but,  being  informed  by  the  Speaker  that  but 
one  amendment  was  in  order  at  a  time,  waived  the 
latter  amendment;  and,  remarking  that  he  believed 
there  was  no  necessity  for  further  debate  in  order 
to  an  enlightened  and  deliberate  expression  of  the 
opinions  of  this  House  upon  the  subject,  demand- 
ed the  previous  quesiion. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  inquired  if  the  resolu- 
tions could  be  divided,  so  as  to  lake  a  separate 
vole  on  each  ? 

The  SPEAKER  refilled  that  they  could,  after 
the  previous  question  was  seconded. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL.     That  is  all  I  want. 
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Mr.  RHETT  expressed  his  dissatisfaction  ll\at 
the  chairman  of  the  commiiiee,  after  making  his 
speech  and  moving  an  amendment,  should  demand 
the  previous  question,  but  was  called  to  order. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  inquired 
if  it  was  in  order  to  move  to  postpone  the  resolu- 
tions.' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  RHETT  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to  move 
to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union;  and,  being  answered  affirmatively,  he 
made  that  motion,  which  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive: Yeas  78,  nays  101. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and 
the  question  was  staled,  Shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put .' 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  asked  the  yeas  and  nays, 
■which  were  ordered;  and  they  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Aliliotr,  Ashmun,  Barrincer,  Barrow, 
Belclier,  Blaiichard,  Boydoii,  Brady,  Biickiier,  Butler,  Chap- 
man, Clinnman,  Cocke,  t'ollainer,  Conger,  Cranston,  Crow- 
ell,  Crozier,  Cummins,  Darlina,  Dickey,  Dixon,  Donnell, 
Duer,  Daniel  Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckcrt,  Edwards,  Endiree, 
Alexander  Evans,  Natlian  Evans,  Farrelly ,  Fislier,  Flournoy, 
Freedley,  Fnlion,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Goagin,  Goit,  Grinnell, 
Hale,  Nathan  Iv.  Hall,  James  G.  Hampton,  Moses  Hampton, 
Henry,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  John  W.  Houston,  Huhhard,  Hud- 
son, Hunt,  Irvin.  John  VV.  Jones,  Kellogg,  Tlinnias  Butler 
King,  Daniel  P.  King,  William  T.  Lawrence,  Leftler,  Lin- 
coln, Mcllvaine,  Horace  Mann,  Marsh,  Marvin,  Morehead, 
Mullin,  Nelson,  Ne?,  Newall,  Palfrey,  Pendleton,  Pollock, 
Preston,  Putnam,  Reynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rock- 
well, Roman,  Itoot,  Uumsey,  St.  John,  Schenck,  Sherrill, 
Silvester,  Slitigerland,  Caleh  B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith, 
Stanton,  Stepliens,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Thibodeaiix,  James 
Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson, 
Tooinhs,  Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  Warren,  Wentworth,  and  Wil- 
son—1 00. 

NAYS — Mfssrs.  Atkinson,  Bayly,  Beale,  Bedinger,  Bird- 
Fall,  Bowdon,  Bnvvlin,  Boyd,  William  G.  Brown,  Alliert  G. 
Brown,  Burt,  Chase,  Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clarke, 
Hcwell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cohb.  Collins,  Daniel,  Dick- 
inson, Farau,  Ficklin,  Fries,  Green,  Willard  P.  Hall,  Haral- 
son, Harnianson,  Harris,  Hill,  George  S.  Houston,  liiL'e, 
Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Iverson,  Jameson,  Andrew  .lohnson, 
James  H.  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  Gcorire  W.  Jones, 
Kennon,  Lalim,  Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McCler- 
nand,  McDowell, McKay,  Job  Mann,  Miller,  Morris, Peasloe, 
Feck,  Peyton,  Phelps,  Pillsbury,  Rhetr,  Richardson,  Richey, 
Rockhill,  Sawyer,  Simpson,  Sims,  Smart,  Robert  Smith, 
Starkweather,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Thomas,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, Robert  A.  Thompson,  William  Thompson,  Thurston, 
Turner,  Venable,  Wallace,  Wick,  Wiley,  Williams,  Wil- 
mot,  and  Woodward — 78. 

So  tl)e  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
put. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Hunt  to  the 
fourth  resolution — viz:  strike  out  the  words  "and 
contrary  to  the  principles  of  the  Constitution" — 
was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolutions. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  called  for 
a  division  of  the  question,  so  as  to  take  a  separate 
vote  on  each  resolution;  and  tiie  question  was  so 
divided. 

The  first  resolution  was  agreed  to  by  the  follow- 
ing vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Ashmun,  Barringer, 
Barrow,  Belclier,  Bingham,  Birdsall,  Blanchard,  BotLs,  Bow- 
lin,  Boydon,  Brady,  Buckner,  Butler,  Canby,  Chapman, 
Clinginan,  Cocke,  Collamer,  Collins,  Conger,  Cranston, 
Crowell,  Crozier,  Darling,  Dickey,  Dixon,  Ducr,  Daniel 
Duncan.  Dunn,  Kckert,  Edwards. Enibree,  Alexander  Kvans, 
Nathan  Evans,  Farrelly,  Fisher,  Flournoy,  Freedley,  Fulton, 
Gaines.  Gayle,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Goggin,  Gutt,  Grinnell, 
Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  James  G.  Hampton,  Moses  Hamp- 
ton, Henry,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  John  W.  Houston,  Hubbard, 
Hudson,  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Inger>oll,  Irvin,  Jenkins,  Robert 
W.  Johnson,  John  VV.  Jones,  Kellogg,  Thomas  Butler  King, 
Daniel  P.  King,  Lahm,  William  T.  Lawri'iice,  Sidney  Law- 
rence, Leffler,  Lincoln,  Lynde,  Ma<  lay,  McClelland,  Mcll- 
vaine, Job  Mann,  Horace  Mann,  Marvin,  Morehead,  Morris, 
Mullin,  Nelson,  Nes,  Newall,  (Millaw,  Palfrey,  I'eck,  Pen- 
dliton,  I'etric,  Peyton,  Pollock,  Preston,  Pulnani,  Reynolds, 
Richardson.  Julius  Kockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Itomaii, 
Ro(jt,  liumsey,  .Si.  John,  Schenck,  She|ip(?rd,  Sherrill,  Sil- 
vester, Slingi;riaiid,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Robf  rl  Smith, 'I'rutnan 
Smith,  Stanton,  Starkweather,  Stephens, Charles  E.  Stuart, 
Tallmadge,  'ra>lor,  'I'liilpodeaux,  James  Thompson,  Richard 
W.  'I'lioiiip-on,  John  It.  Thonifison,  William  Thompson, 
Thurston,  'I'urner,  Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  Warren,  Wentworth, 
White,  and  Wilson  — 121. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atkinson,  Baylv,  Beale,  Bedinger,  Bow- 
don,  Boyd,  Brodhead,  VVilliain  U.  Brown,  AlbertG.  Brown, 
Burl,  Chase,  Franklin  Clark,  llcverly  L.  Clarke,  Howell 
Cobb,  Williamson  R.W.  Cobb,<:iiniinins,  l)i<'kinson,  Faran, 
Feather-ton,  Ficklin,  Fries,  Green,  Willard  P.  Hall,  Harii- 
iiioiis,  Haialsoii,  Harinanson,  Harris,  Hill,  (;eorge  .s.  Hoiis 
Ion,  Iverson,  Jameson,  Andrew  J  till  11- on,  J  nines  II.  Jnhiison, 
George  W.  Jones,  Kennoti,  Lord,  Luiii|iKiii,  MrCleinaud', 
McDowell, McKay,  Miller,  Peaslee,  Phelps,  I'lli-biiry,  Hiieit, 
Richey,  Sawyer,  Sinipnon,  Sims,  Smart,  Thuinas,  Jacob 
Thompson,  Robert  A.  Thompson,  Veniible,  Wallace,  Wick, 
Wiley,  Williams,  and  Woodward — 59. 

Mr.  TURNER  moved  to  reconsider  this  vote, 
stating  that  he  had  made  the  motion  to  reconsider 
that  lie  might  be  enabled  to  give  his  reasons  why 


he  was  opposed  to  the  passage  of  these  resolutions 
at  this  time. 

Mr.  COBB,  after  consultation  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois,  moved  that  the  House  re.solve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union.  He  iiiiimaicd,  that  if  this  motion 
should  be  agreed  to,  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
would  retain  the  floor  for  to-morrow. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  "VINTON,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Root,  of  Ohio,  in  the  chair,)  on 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  service  of  the  year  ending  theSOih  June, 
1849. 

The  first  section  appropriated  for  compensation 
and  mileage  of  Senators  and  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  Delegates,  $388,440,  pro- 
vided that  no  member  of  either  House  of  Congress, 
after  the  present  session,  shall  be  allowed  a  larger 
sum  for  mileage  than  ^1,000  for  each  session,  any 
act  of  Congress  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  to  strike  out 
the  proviso. 

Mr.  VINTON  having  made  a  pro /orwn  motion, 
said,  it  must  be  known  to  every  one  that  proposi- 
tions had,  at  various  limes,  been  made  to  regulate 
the  payment  of  the  mileage  of  members  of  Con- 
gress. He  supposed  there  was  no  one  who  came 
from  the  most  distant  part  of  this  Union  whose 
actual  expenses  exceeded  from  $100  to  $150,  and 
yet  there  were  several  members  who  were  in  receipt 
of  a  sum  exceeding  §2,000.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  did  not  propose  to  interfere  with 
the  mileage  of  members  who  received  less  than 
$1,000,  and  that  would  give  to  those  who  received 
that  amount  some  $600  or  $800  beyond  their  actual 
expenses. 

Mr.  McKAY  submitted  an  amendment,  the  pur- 
port of  which  was  to  direct  the  Postmaster  General 
to  revise  the  table  of  distances  of  post  routes,  and 
that  the  mileage  of  members  be  paid  according  to 
such  routes.  He  said  he  believed  several  of  the 
State  Legislatures  had  instructed  their  Senators 
and  requested  their  Representatives  to  give  their 
assistance  to  a  correction  of  the  enormous  irregu- 
larities which  existed,  and  he  thought  the  time  had 
come  to  put  a  stop  to  them.  The  law  of  1818  was 
passed  when  there  were  not  one-fourth  the  facili- 
ties for  travelling  that  they  now  possessed  by  the 
construction  of  railroads  and  steamboats.  With 
the  per  diem  he  did  not  propose  to  interfere. 

Some  conversation  ensued  on  the  relevancy  of 
theamendment  andits  admissibility,  and  ultimately 
it  was  accepted  by  Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  as  a 
modification  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  oflered  a  long  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  which  was  designed  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  services  actually  rendered,  and  to  de- 
prive members  of  their  per  diem  for  such  days  as 
they  might  be  absent  from  the  House. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  GREEN  proposed  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  by  striking  out  "  the  nearest  post 
routes,"  and  inserting  "  the  most  usual  routes  of 
travel."  At  present  (he  said)  the  rule  was  vague 
and  indefinite,  and  it  should  be  corrected  find 
made  plain.  He  did  not  subscribe  to  the  positions 
of  gentlemen,  that  western  members  received  too 
much  for  mileage,  for  the  disadvantages  under 
which  they  labored  should  be  taken  into  consid- 
eration. They  had  to  endure  privations  in  trav- 
elling to  the  seat  of  Government  which  the  eastern 
members  were  not  called  upon  to  sustain,  and  they 
could  not  return  to  their  homes  in  case  oC  the  sick- 
ness of  their  families,  or  to  superintend  their  farm- 
ing operations,  or  such  as  were  lawyers  to  attend 
to  the  business  on  circuit,  as  could  gentlemen  from 
States  near  the  seat  of  Government,  and  hence  it 
was  but  just  tl)at  they  should  receive  a  larger 
amount. 
^   aThe  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  RHETT  made  a  pro  forma  motion,  that  he 
might  say  that  this  rale  of  mileage  was  a  condition 
on  which  the  capital  was  allowed  to  remain  on  one 
side  of  the  Union.  If  it  were  not  so,  the  great 
West  would  have  the  capital  removed  to  the  other 
side  of  the  mountains.  Some  gentlemen  could  re- 
turn to  llieir  homes  in  two  days,  and  some  even  in 
two  hours,  while  the  gentlemen  from  Illinois  or 
Arkansas  could  not  get  home  in  less  than  two 
weeks;  and  he  hoped  this  would  cease  to  be  a  sub- 
ject of  demagogism. 


Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  strike  out 
"  Postmaster  General,"  and  insert  "  Committee  on 
Mileage."  He  was  not  willing  to  leave  the  com- 
putation of  his  mileage  to  the  Postmaster  General. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  LAHM  moved  an  amendment,  which  pro- 
posed to  allow  a  mileage  of  five  dollars  for  every 
twenty  miles  not  exceeding  three  hundred  miles, 
and  two  dollars  per  twenty  miles  for  a  greater  dis- 
tance. He  argued  in  support  of  his  motion,  con- 
tending that  they  were  paid  too  extravagantly. 
Some  members  received  $2,000  and  upwards  for 
mileage,  and  could  make  more  out  of  it  than  other 
gentlemen  could  make  out  of  their  mileage  and  per 
diem  for  the  ninety  days  of  the  short  session. 
That  he  held  to  be  unjust  and  unequal;  nor  did 
he  think  that  he  was  entitled  to  a  greater  amount 
of  compensation  becaiise  he  came  across  the  moun- 
tains than  a  gentleman  who  lived  on  the  same  side 
of  the  mountains  with  the  capital. 
The  amendment  was  rejected. 
Mr.  JAMESON  moved  a  proposition  providing 
for  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  Government  from 

Washington  to ,  for  the  abolition  of  mileage 

to  members  of  Congress,  and  the  withholding  of 
their  per  diem  compeneation  if  absent,  unless  de- 
tained by  sickness  of  themselves  or  families.  He 
argued  that  while  the  Capitol  remained  here  the 
present  mileage  should  be  continued,  it  being  the 
result  of  the  compromise  made  on  that  subject  in 
1816  or  1817.  He  justified  the  excess  of  mileage 
received  by  distant  members,  by  the  peculiar  dis- 
advantages which  they  suffered  of  loss  of  business, 
inability  to  return  home,  &c.,  which  was  not  the 
case  with  members  who  resided  nearer,  or  within 
more  direct  rapid  facilities  of  communication;  and 
said  that  the  western  people  were  the  poorest  paid 
of  any  who  rendered  public  services.  He  ascribed 
to  demagogism  the  clamor  that  was  raised  upon 
this  subject  of  mileage;  and  touched,  in  his  five 
minutes,  upon  several  other  points. 
The  amendment  was  rejected. 
Mr.  VENABLE  (upon  an  amendment  moved 
and  subsequently  withdrawn)  denied,  that  in  his 
section  of  the  country  at  least,  there  was  any  clamor 
among  the  people  at  the  present  compenisation,  and 
maintained  that  it  was  no  more  than  a  man  who 
was  fit  to  be  a  member  of  Congress  ought  to 
receive. 

Mr.  HENLEY  moved  to  amend  the  proviso  by 
reducing  the  limitation  from  $1,000  to  $500.  He 
maintained  the  injustice  of  the  present  rate  of  mile- 
age, and  instanced  several  cases  of  its  gross  ine- 
quality. He  denied  that  it  was  demagogism  to 
take  this  side  of  the  question,  and  threw  back  the 
charge  upon  those  who  made  it.  He  contended 
that  the  matter  should  be  regulated  upon  rules  of 
justice,  and  regardless  of  any  idea  that  by  main- 
taining the  present  mileage  the  Capitol  would  be 
continued  at  Washington.  Whenever  the  people 
of  the  West  determined  it  should  be  removed,  this 
matter  of  mileage  would  be  but  a  feather  in  the 
scale  of  their  decision. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 
Mr.  JAMESON  moveii  to  increase  the  sum  to 
$2,000,  and  replied — under  frequent  checks  from 
the  Chair  for  transcending  the  limits  allowed  for 
debate — to  Mr.  Henley. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 
Mr.  MEADE    moved    to   raise  the  amount  to 
$1,500;  and  expressed  his  opinion  rather  in  favor 
of  the  increase  than  of  the  reduction  of  the  com- 
pensation given  to  members. 
The  niViendment  was  rejected. 
Mr.  WICK  offered  an  amendment,  the  effect  of 
which  was  to  reduce  the  per  diem  of  metnbers  of 
Congress  to  $5  after  the  first  three  months  of  any 
session,  and  to  allow  but  half  mileage  at  special 
sessions.     Rejected. 

He  briefly  argued  that  such  a  reduction  of  the 
per  diem  compensation  would  greatly  tend  to  pro- 
mote the  despatch  of  business  and  shorten  the  du- 
ration of  the  sessions,  and  that  the  compen.sation 
he  proposed  for  extra  sessions  would  be  sufficient, 
being  in  addition  to  ordinary  compensation. 
The  amendment  was  rejected. 
Mr.  W.  T.  LAWREiNCE  moved  an  atnend- 
ment  to  do  away  entirely  with  the  per  diem  com- 
pensation of  members,  leaving  to  their  constituents 
to  make  up  by  private  subscription  whatever 
amount  ihey  considered  them  respectively  entitled 
to,  in  addition  to  the  present  mileage.  He  briefly 
explained  and  enforced  the  propriety  of  the  amend- 
ment; and  it  was  rejected. 
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Mr.  CUMMINS  (on  an  amendment  moved  and 
withdrawn)  moved  to  reduce  the  sum,  and  ex- 
pressed himself  satisfied  with  the  proviso  contained 
in  tlie  bill,  and,  in  addition  to  the  general  reasons  of 
the  inequality  and  injustice  of  the  present  allowance 
of  mileage,  urged  the  pressing  importance  of  redu- 
cing to  the  proper  standard  now,  as  with  every 
accession  to  the  States  ot  the  Union,  the  influence 
against  the  reduction  would  be  increased. 

Mr.    CONGER  moved  an  amendment  "  that 

*  members  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  from  and 
'  after  the  present  session,  shall  be  allowed  mileage 
'  as  follows,  to  wit:  Five  dollars  per  day  during 
'  the  time  necessarily  and  actually  spent  in  coming 
'  to  and  returning  from  the  Capitol,  and,  in  addition 
'  thereto,  the  actual  necessary  travelling  expenses, 
'  to  be  settled  on  the  affidavit  of  the  member,  by  the 
'  Committee  on  Mileage;  and,  provided  further, 
'  that  from  and  after  the  present  session,  the  com- 

*  pensation  of  members  shall  be  reduced  to  fivedol- 
'  Jars  per  day. "     Rejected. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  sulistitute,  in  lieu  of  the  present  mileage, 
the  payment  of  one  dollar  for  every  hour  actually 
and  necessarily  expended  upon  the  routes  to  and 
fro,  together  with  the  necessary  travelling  expenses. 
He  expressed  himself  not  only  in  favor  of  the  re- 
form indicated  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  McKay]  and  accepted  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll,]  but 
desired  to  go  further  in  the  correction  of  abuses 
and  inequalities  which  now  prevailed;  some  mem- 
bers receiving  )g2,500  mileage,  for  which  they  ex- 
pended only  some  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  days' 
labor.  He  would  abolish  all  the  mileage  now 
allowed,  and  substitute  a  per  diem  compensation 
from  the  time  of  leaving  to  the  time  of  returning 
home,  together  with  all  necessary  travelling  ex- 
penses; the  per  diem  in  travelling  to  depend  upon 
the  number  of  hours  occupied,  which  he  considered 
the  justest  and  fairest  basis  of  its  computation. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WICK  offered  an  amendment  reducing  the 
per  diem  to  six  dollars  after  the  first  five  months 
of  any  session.     Rejected. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Ingersoll 's 
amendment,  as  modified  by  the  acceptance  of  Mr. 
McKay's,  was  taken,  and  the  amendment  was 
rejected:  Ayes  40,  noes  78. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  moved  to  strike 
out  the  proviso,  and  for  the  purpose  of  setting  a 
laudable  example,  which  he  thought  gentlemen 
would  do  well  to  follow,  would  make  no  speech 
for  Buncombe,  but  submit  his  amendment  to  a  vote 
without  debate. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McKAY  renewed  his  amendment;  but,  after 
some  conversation  between  him  and  Mr.  VINTON, 
he  withdrew  it. 

Mr  RUMSEY  moved  an  amendment  to  fix  the 
mileage  at  twenty  cents  a  mile,  but  that  no  mem- 
ber shall  receive  more  than  one  thousand  dollars. 
Lost. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  amend  the  item  making 
an  appropriation  for  the  stationery,  fuel,  printing, 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  House,  so  as  to 
include  a  clerk  for  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  at  a  com- 
pensation of  four  dollars  a  day. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  made  a  pro  forma 
motion  to  obtain  an  opportunity  to  say,  that  if  the 
committee  would  look  at  the  facts  of  the  case,  he 
v/as  sure  they  would  not  agree  to  this  amendment. 
It  had  been  repeatedly  thrust  upon  the  House 
during  the  present  session,  and  the  House  had  in- 
variably rejected  it.  Preceding  Sergeants-at-arms 
liad  had  no  clerks,  having  done  their  business  with 
the  aid  of  a  messenger.  He  entered  into  some 
ex|)lanations  in  relation  to  a  quarrel  which  Dr. 
Lane,  the  preceding  Sergeant-at-arms,  had  with 
his  messenger,  and  a  compromise  which  was  then 
entered  into;  but  there  was  nothing  in  that  to  show 
that  both  a  me.s.senger  and  a  clerk  were  necessary 
in  the  Sergeant-at-arms'  office.  He  was  willing 
that  the  Sergeant-at-arms  should  keep  his  messen- 
ger, but  it  appeared  he  was  determined  to  dragoon 
the  House  into  giving  him  an  officer  that  was  here- 
tofore unknown  to  his  office. 
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Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  inquired  if  the 
amendment  was  in  order.  It  was  making  pro- 
vision for  an  officer  not  authorized  by  law. 

The  CHAIRMAN  overruled  the  objection. 

Mr.  LAHM  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  reducing  the  per  diem  from  ^4  to  §3.  He  was 
proceeding  to  show  that  he  believed  the  Sergeant- 
at-arms  required  a  clerk,  when  he  was  required  by 
the  Chairman  to  confine  his  remarks  to  his  amend- 
ment. He  then  said  that  <vhere  he  believed  such 
an  officer  was  necessary,  he  thought  a  compensa- 
tion of  three  dollars  per  diem  was  an  ample  remu- 
neration. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  lost. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Vinton  was  then  agreed 
to  by  a  vote  of  69  to  47. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  progress, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  Jaly  5,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, made  in  compliance  with  a'resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  25th  May  last,  communicating  in- 
formation as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  interest 
on  the  public  debt  has  been  paid. 

[The  Secretary  states  that  circulars  have  been 
addressed  to  all  the  agents,  giving  notice  that  the 
interest  on  the  public  debt  must  be  paid  in  specie; 
that  remittances  were  made  by  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  Slates,  by  drafts  payable  in  specie,  and 
so  paid  in  favoir  of  those  agencies  in  the  several 
depositories,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  public 
debt  in  coin.  That  on  the  16th  May  last,  a  rumor 
of  a  possible  violation  of  the  law,  unaccompanied 
by  any  evidence,  reached  the  department,  when 
circulars  were  again  sent.  The  Secretary  says 
there  is  no  evidence  of  any  violation  of  the  law  by 
any  of  the  disbursing  officers.  The  specie  is  in 
their  possession  but  a  very  few  days  before  it  is 
disbursed,  and  there  can  be  no  motive  with  them 
for  violating  the  law.  The  letter  states  that  under 
all  the  circumstances  it  has  been  thought  most  wise 
to  discontinue  the  former  agencies  at  Boston,  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  Charleston,  and  to  assign 
the  duty  of  paying  the  interest  on  the  public  debt 
there  on  the  1st  of  July,  1848,  to  the  assistant 
treasurers  at  those  places,  to  whom  the  duty  would 
originally  have  been  assigned  if  sufficient  means 
had  been  placed  by  Congress  at  the  disposal  of  the 
department.  The  duty  of  paying  the  semi-annual 
interest  on  the  public  debt  is  represented  as  onerous 
and  important.  The  public  debt,  including  the 
stock  and  treasury  notes  still  authorized  to  be 
issued,  amounts  to  $65,778,540  41;  the  interest  on 
which  must  be  paid  punctually  semi-annually,  em- 
bracing a  very  great  number  of  names,  including 
attorneys,  trustees,  executors,  and  administrators, 
and  several  hundred  pages  of  schedules  of  names 
and  amounts;  and  the  Secretary  says  these  pay- 
ments cannot  be  made  with  punctuality  and  cer- 
tainty without  additional  clerical  force  in  the  office 
of  the  Assistant  Treasurer,  and  without  an  addi- 
tional appropriation,  which,  at  this  session,  is 
requested  from  Congress. 

The  Secretary  goes  on  to  show,  as  satisfactory 
proof  to  the  Senate  that  the  department  has  carried 
into  full  operation  the  provisions  of  the  law,  the 
tables  of  the  RegisteroftheTreasury  establishing: 

1st.  That  during  the  seventeen  months  of  the 
operation  of  the  sub-treasury,  the  payments  in  spe- 
cie into  the  treasury  have  been  $67,801,776  22,  and 
during  the  same  period  the  disbursement  in  specie 
has  been  $69,059,574  81;  that  during  the  seventeen 
months,  theaggregate  of  receiptsand  disbursements 
has  been  $136,861,351  03.  The  coinage  at  the 
mint  during  three  years  and  three  months  has  been 
$36,507,119  07  under  the  special  order  of  the  de- 
partment, or  several  millions  of  dollars  more  than 
in  thirty-seven  years  preceding — from  1792  to 
1830.] 

Mr,  NILES  presented  a  memorial  from  citizens 
of  New  York,  in  favor  of  reduction  of  postage, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 


dian Affairs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  me- 
morial of  Samuel  Rusk  and  others,  Choctaw  com- 
missioners. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  on  leave,  intro- 
duced a  bill  "  to  provide  for  a  survey  of  the  Red 
river,  from  its  mouth  to  the  head  of  its  navigable 
waters;"  which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

On  presenting  the  bill,  Mr.  J.  remarked  that  a 
bill  passed  the  Senate  a  few  days  since  directing 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  detail  from  the  corps  of 
Topographical  Engineers  a' competent  officer  to 
proceed  forthwith  to  the  State  of  Louisiana,  there 
to  survey  the  mouth  of  Red  river,  with  a  view  to 
ascertain  the  most  practicable  mode  of  rendering 
the  mouth  of  said  river  navigable  for  steamboats 
at  all  seasons  of  the  year.  This  survey,  although 
highly  important,  (for,  in  consequence  of  a  large 
sand-bar  formed  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  its  nav- 
igation is  nearly  excluded  from  the  Mississippi,) 
is  not  all  that  is  required.  There  are  other  ob- 
structions to  the  navigation  of  the  Red  river  at 
different  points  which  should  be  removed.  The 
falls  at  Alexandria  may  be  rendered  navigable  at 
all  seasons,  and  the  remains  of  the  great  rafi  in  the 
river  above  Shreveport  may  be  readily  removed; 
but  these  are  national  works,  which  require  appro- 
priations by  Congress.  One  hundred  thousand 
dollars  would  probably  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  Johnson  argued  to  show  the  importance 
of  improving  the  navigation  of  this  great  river, 
in  a  national  point  of  view,  and  the  obligations 
of  the  national  Government  to  make  the  neces- 
sary appropriations  for  the  purpose.  ^Three 
States,  he  said — Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and  Texas 
— are  directly  and  deeply  interested  in  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Red  river.  A  large  portion  of  their 
most  valuable  productions  are  greatly  reduced  in 
value  in  consequence  of  the  obstructions  to  the 
navigation  of  Red  river.  Petitions,  numerously 
signed  by  the  citizens  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana, 
praying  appropriations  to  be  made  by  Congress 
for  the  removal  of  the  great  raft  and  other  obstruc- 
tions to  the  navigation  of  Red  river,  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  some  of  them  early  in  the  session, 
but  no  report  had  been  made.  He  considered  it 
his  duty,  therefore,  to  introduce  the  bill. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  fixing  the  ad- 
journment of  Congress  on  the  17th  July,  came  up 
in  its  order  as  the  unfinished  business. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  considered  himself  called  on 
to  make  some  remarks,  although  he  was  most  re- 
luctant to  introduce  matter  irrelevant  to  the  subject 
under  discussion.  But  this  course  was  forced  on 
him  by  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Missis- 
sippi. He  knew  nothing  of  the  opinions  of  Gen- 
eral Taylor  more  than  any  other  Senator. 

Mr.  NILES  called  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
to  order  on  the  ground  of  irrelevancy. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  regretted  that  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut  had  taken  this  course,  because 
there  can  be  nothing  impertinent  in  discussing  the 
subject  if  we  are  to  settle  the  Presidential  question 
here,  and  to  leave  the  people  nothing  to  do  but  to 
vote. 

The  PRESIDENT  decided  that  the  debate  was. 
irrelevant,  and  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  appealed  against  the  decision 
of  the  Chair,  on  the  ground  that  the  debaie  had 
been  brought  on  by  a  statement  on  the  other  side 
that  the  friends  of  General  Taylor  desired  an  early 
adjournment,  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the  debate 
on"  the  Territory  bill.  It  was  proper,  therefore, 
that  Senators  on  his  side  of  the  Chamber  should 
be  heard  in  reply  to  this  charge. 

Mr.  MANGUM,  for  the  purpose  of  disposing 
of  the  whole  subject,  moved  to  lay  the  appeal  and 
the  question  of  order  on  the  table,  but  withdrew 

the  motion.  ,  ,  ,        ,    ,        „  ,  • 

Mr  C\LHOUNsaid  that,  although  he  would 
have  desired  to  see  this  debate  arrested  earlier,  he 
thouoht  it  could  not  now  be  stopped  without  in- 
justice to  those  Senators  who  were  entitled  to 
reply. 
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Mr.  BERRIEN  expressed  a  hope  that  the  de- 
bate would  now  be  stoi>|ied.  Because  we  had  been 
guilty  of  delay  in  stopping  an  evil,  was  no  reason 
we  should  not  now  stop  it. 

Mr.  FOOTE  contended  that  he  was  perfectly 
clear,  in  his  iuds;ment,tlu\t  the  debate  was  entirely 
in  order.  He  did  not  feel  the  least  regret  on  ac- 
count of  the  course  he  had  felt  it  his  duty  to  adopt, 
in  introducini:!:  this  debate,  and  in  which  he  had 
been  sustained  by  the  approbation  of  those  who 
generally  acted  with  him.  He  referred  to  the  de- 
bateon  Mr.  Foote's  resolution  relative  to  the  public 
lands,  when  the  celebrated  passage  between  Mr. 
Webster  and  Mr.  Hayne  took  place,  and  during 
Afrhich  even  the  name  of  pul)lic  lands  was  not  in- 
troduced. He  believed  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
•was  called  on  to  reply,  and  it  would  be  injustice 
and  wrong  to  him,  to  prevent  him  from  replying 
at  as  much  length  as  he  may  desire. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  he  should  vote  to  sustain 
the  decision  of  the  Chair,  and  he  was  glad  that  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut  had  moved  to  arrest  the 
debate.  He  did  not  intend  to  be  guilty  of  any  dis- 
courtesy to  the  Senator  from  Delaware.  There 
were  other  reasons  than  had  been  urged  for  stop- 
ping the  debate,  which  might  be  resumed  on  some 
other  subject — perhaps  on  the  appropriation  bill. 
Mr.  CLAYTON  withdrew  his  appeal. 
Mr.  MANGUM  moved  that  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  have  leave  to  proceed,  and  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

The  CHAIR  then  staled  the  question  to  be, 
whether  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  notwithstand- 
ing the  decision  of  the  Chair,  should  be  permitted 
to  proceed. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  he  must  vote  against  the 
motion,  which  looked  to  a  permission  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Delaware  to  proceed  out  of  order. 

Mr.  DOWNS  said  he  should  vote  to  sustain  the 
Chair,  and  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  BORLAND  stated  that  it  appeared  extraor- 
dinary to  decide  the  Senator  from  Delaware  out 
of  order,  befoi-e  he  had  given  any  evidence  of  what 
he  had  intended  to  say.  He  had  not  made  any 
progress  in  his  remarks,  and  it  was  impossible  to 
say  whether  he  was  about  to  be  in  or  out  of  order. 
Mr.  BADGER  thought  that  as  the  debate  had 
been  continued  with  the  general  consent  of  the 
Senate,  it  ought  not  now  to  be  stopped  by  a  de- 
cision of  the  Chair  because  it  was  irrelevant  and  out 
of  order,  when  it  was  recollected  that  the  Chair  on 
a  former  occasion,  when  a  question  of  order  was 
made,  decided  that  the  debate  had  taken  too  wide 
a  range;  but,  as  it  had  gone  on  unchecked,  the  Chair 
would  not  arrest  it. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  gave  his  reasons  for  sup- 
porting the  motion. 

Mr.  BUTLER  said  he  should  have  voted  to 
sustain  the  decision  of  the  Chair;  and  although  the 
f|uestion  assumed  a  rather  discourteous  form,  he 
would  still  be  compelled  to  vote  against  the  motion , 
because  it  was  merely  an  evasion  of  the  first  ques- 
tion. He  disliked  the  whole  tone  of  the  debate, 
and  thought  it  was  inconsistent  with  the  duty  and 
dignity  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FOOTE  said  that  a  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Hayne]  had  been  allowed  to  address 
the  Senate  for  days  without  once  alluding  to  the 
subject  which  called  up  the  delsate. 
Mr.  BUTLER  replied  briefly. 
Mr.  NILES  said  we  were  now  called  on  to  decide 
by  a  vote  of  yeas  and  nays,  thnt  a  Senator  might 
proceed  out  of  order.  Originally,  he  admitted,  the 
debate  might  have  been  decided  in  order,  because 
it  related  to  the  reasons  which  might  afl'ect  the 
duration  of  tho  session.  But,  subsequently,  it  had 
embraced  issues  entirely  foreign  to  the  subject,  and 
could  no  longer  be  considered  as  in  order,  "i'liere 
were  many  very  im])ortant  bills  which  required 
the  action  of  the  Senate;  and  how  would  the  people 
respond  to  the  course  which  had  been  taken  rela- 
tive to  the  merits  of  the  several  candidates  for  the 
Presidency.'  Two  days  had  already  been  con- 
sumed in  this  debate,  irregular  and  extraordinary 
as  it  was;  and  much  more  time  might  yet  be  wasted 
in  the  same  strain;  and  yet  we  had  informed  the 
country  that  wo  have  most  inqiortant  measures  to 
pass  on,  which  were  thrust  out  by  this  reckless  and 
indecent  debate,  which  was  suited  only  for  the 
slump. 

Mr.  FOOTE  vindicated  him.sclf  against  the 
charge  of  recklessness  and  indecency  which  the 
language  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  may 
httv«s  implied  again.st  iiirn.     He  referred  to  the 


course  of  that  Senator  in  writing  from  his  seat  a 
letter  of  great  length,  and  violent,  and  he  would,  if 
not  restrained  by  a  sense  of  respect,  term  reckless, 
on  the  slave  question,  which  had  been  published  in 
a  newspaper  called  the  Liberator.  This  was  the 
more  censurable,  as  other  Senators  met  the  ques- 
tion fairly  in  debate,  instead  of  penning  letters  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  NILES  began  to  reply,  touching  the  letter, 
when — 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  called  the  Sena- 
tor from  Connecticut  to  order,  on  the  very  ground 
that  the  Senator  had  taken  in  relation  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Delaware.  He  stated  that  his  point  of 
order  was,  that  the  matter  was  irrelevant. 

The  CH.'MR  decided,  that  if  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut  was  about  to  defend  his  letter,  he 
v/onld  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  moved  that  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut  be  permitted  to  proceed. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  moved  to  postpone  the  prior 
orders,  and  to  take  up  the  special  order,  being  the 
bill  for  the  establishment  of  a  Territorial  Govern- 
ment in  Oregon;  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion,  and 
decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Rentnii,  Br.-id- 
bury,  Breese,  BriKJit,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Dodge,  Downs,  Felch, 
l-'itzjerald,  Ftnntcr,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Mason, 
Sehastinn,  Ptnrf;ron,  and  Walker — 20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  BiutKCr,  Bell,  Berrien,  Borland,  Butler, 
Callioun,C:iineron,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Davis  of  Massachusetts, 
Davis  of  Mississippi,- Dayton,  Foote,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin, 
.lohnsnn  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Metcalfe, 
Mansinn,  Miller,"  Niles,  Phelps,  Rusk,  Spruance,  Turney, 
Underwood,  U|)hain,  and  Westcott — 29. 

Mr.  TURNEY  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table;  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as 
follows: 

YRAS — Messrs.  Benton,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Downs, 
Hunter,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Mason,  Rusk,  Sebas- 
tian. Stnrijcon,  and  Turnev — 11. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Badser,  Bell, 
Berrien,  Borland,  Bradbury,  Breese,  Bright,  Butler,  Cal- 
houn, Cameron,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Dickinson,  Dix,  Eiodge,  Felch,  Fitzgerald,  Foote, 
Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of 
liOuisiana,  Mangum.  Metealfe,  Miller,  Niles,  Pearre,  Phelps, 
Spruance,  Underwood,  Ifphani,  Walker,  and  Westcott — 'S9. 

Mr.  NILES  then  said,  that  what  a  Senator  did 
out  of  the  Senate,  could  not  be  quoted  as  a  case 
parallel  to  what  was  done  in  the  Senate.  He  did 
not,  therefore,  think  himself  called  upon  to  defend 
his  letter.  But  he  thought  it  was  not  worse  to 
write  a  letter,  than  to  be  absent  a  week  from  the 
Senate  on  a.n  electioneering  trip. 

Mr,  BADGER  read  from  the  record  of  debates 
the  decision  of  the  Chair,  on  a  former  occasion,  to 
which  he  had  already  alluded,  that  the  debate  had 
become  too  discursive;  but  at  the  stage  it  had 
reached,  the  Chair  did  not  think  it  proper  to  arrest 
it;  and  added  that  if  the  Vice  President  had  per- 
mitted a  debate  to  proceed  out  of  order,  it  must  be 
coiisidered  as  tolerated  by  the  general  consent  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  HUNTER  asked  if  it  did  not  require  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  to  permit  a  Sen- 
ator to  proceed  out  of  order.' 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  there  was  no  such  motion, 
which  was  entirely  an  assumption.  The  only  mo- 
tion was,  that  he  should  have  leave  to  proceed.  If 
he  sets  out  of  order,  he  may  be  called  to  order. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia,  said  he  should  vote 
for  the  ftermission,  because  he  thought  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  was  especially  called  on  to  reply. 

Mr.  HALE  said  he  should  vote  against  permis- 
sion to  proceed,  although  he  did  it  with  great  pain, 
because  there  was  no  Senator  for  whom  he  had 
greater  respect. 

Mr.  FOOTE  said  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire never  did  anything  but  what  was  strictly 
parliamentary  and  correct. 

Mr.  TURNEY  said,  in  a  few  words,  he  should 
vote  against  the  permission,  and  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table,  but  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  permit  Mr.  Clayton  to  proceed, 
and  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messr.H.  Badger,  Bell,  Borland,  Breese,  Calhoun, 
Clarke,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Missis- 
«i|ipi,  Dayton,  Foote,  Greene,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Mangnin,  Met- 
ealfr',  Miller,  Pearce,  Phelps,  Rusk,  Spruance,  Underwood, 
"phnin,  and  Westcott— 26. 

NAY.S — Messrs.  Atchison,  Atherton,  Benton,  Berrien, 
Bradbury,  Bright,  Uutltr,  Dickirinou,  Dix,  Dod^e,  Downs, 


Felch,  Fitzgerald,  Hale,  Handin,  Hunter,  Mason,  Niles,  Se- 
bastian, Turney,  Walker,  and  Vulee — 23. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  then  resumed  his  remarks, 
stating  that  he  would  confine  himself  as  closely 
within  the  limits  of  order  as  he  could.  But  he  had 
been  directly  invoked  to  reply  by  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi.  As  to  the  views  of  General  Taylor, 
he  knew  no  more  of  them  than  every  other  person 
who  had  access  to  the  newspapers  of  the  day  might 
know.  He  believed  that  General  Taylor's  opinions 
had  been  misrepresented  by  the  Senators  on  the 
other  side.  Although  he  had  been  nominated  by 
a  Whig  convention,  and  as  a  Whig,  which  he  un- 
doubtedly is,  he  is  not  pledged  to  carry  out  every 
principle  and  measure  which  have  been  advocated 
by  the  Whigs.  He  comes  into  the  field,  and  he 
trusted  he  would  come  into  the  Presidency,  not  as 
a  party  man.  He  was  originally  brought  forward 
by  the  Democrats;  he  had  received  the  nomina- 
tions of  thousands  of  Whigs  and  Democrats,  be- 
fore he  became  the  nominee  of  the  Philadel[diia 
Whig  Convention.  The  only  ground  on  which 
the  Democrats  now  disaffect  him  is,  that  he  was 
nominated  by  the  Whig  Convention.  Mr.  C.  then 
read' General  Taylor's  letter  to  Captain  Allison,  to 
show  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  right  of  man  to 
exercise  self-government,  of  the  will  of  the  major- 
ity to  govern;  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  exercise 
of  the  veto  power,  except  in  cases  where  the  Con- 
stitution is  violated;  and  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
the  iinprovement  of  our  lakes  and  rivers. 

He  then  referred  to  the  principles  of  the  Balti- 
more Convention  and  the  nomination  of  General 
Cass,  likening  the  action  of  the  party  to  the  course 
of  a  man  who  sits  down  with  cards  to  play  the 
game  of  solitaire,  and  who  never  fails  to  deceive 
himself.  So,  he  maintained,  the  party  deceived 
itself  from  the  commencementof  the  campaign.  Pie 
asked  if  the  course  of  the  Democratic  party  was 
not  looking  to  the  supremacy  of  an  oligarchy  of 
office-holders,  and  ultimately  to  a  monarchy? 
This,  he  said,  was  proved  by  the  introduction  and 
the  operation  of  the  two-thirds  principle  in  the 
Baltimore  Convention.  He  went  on  to  refute  the 
construction  which  placed  the  veto  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  President  to  enable  him  to  defend 
himself.  He  quoted  from  the  Federalist  to  show 
that  this  was  an  erroneous  conclusion.  It  was 
never  intended  that  the  President  should  be  a  part 
of  the  legislative  power  of  the  Government.  He 
referred  to  the  debates  on  the  veto  in  the  Conven- 
tion which  framed  the  Constitution,  in  order  to 
show  the  true  intent  of  the  instrument  as  to  the 
powers  of  the  Executive.  Among  other  opinions, 
he  introduced  the  ojiinions  of  Franklin,  Mason, 
and  Sherman,  to  show  that  they  regarded  the  in- 
troduction of  the  veto  power  as  a  step  towards  mon- 
archy. Yet  this  very  veto  power  was  laid  down  as 
one  of  the  principles  of  the  Baltimore  Convention 
which  has  fastened  it  on  the  Democratic  party. 
This  extreine  medicine  has  become  our  daily  food, 
when  the  President  e.xerciscs  his  veto  power  in 
reference  to  a  private  bill.  In  advocating  General 
Taylor,  he  was  called  on  to  assert  the  right  of  man 
to  self-government.  On  that  ground  he  would  sup- 
port General  Taylor,  who  has  )ilainly  and  nobly 
advocated  the  right  of  the  majority  to  govern,  and 
because  he  will  only  apply  the  veto  in  extreme 
cases.  General  Taylor  will  not  set  himself  as  a 
part  of  the  legislative  branch. 

Mr.  FOOTE  a.sked  if  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware would  say  if  General  Taylor  would  veto  the 
Wilmot  proviso.' 

Mr.  CL.IYTON  said  he  would  answer,  when 
he  reached  that  question.  The  author  of  the  veto 
power  intended  to  make  the  President  a  part  of 
the  legislative  power,  but  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution had  thwarted  his  intention.  The  veto 
power  is  asserted  by  the  Baltimore  Convention, 
and  General  Cass  assents  to  the  principles  laid 
down  by  that  Convention. 

He  went  on  to  reply  to  the  questions  put  by  the 
Senator  from  Mississippi;  and  first,  as  to  the  tariff. 
General  Taylor  lays  it  down,  that  he  will  be  di- 
rected by  the  will  of  the  people, as  evinced  by  their 
representatives.  This  was  all  he  (Mr.  C.)  required. 
He  only  desired  that  our  tariff  policy  should  con- 


form to  the^wiU  of  the  people.     He  did  not  desire 

~  "  rcetl  upon    "  .      - 

ecutive  dictation. 


a  new  tariff  to  be  forced  upon  the  country  by  Ex- 


Every  man  who  occupies  Democratic  ground 
may  vote  for  General  Taylor  without  disgracing 
or  dcgradine  himself,  because  General  Taylor  ad- 
mils  that  the  will  of  the  majority  ought  to  govern, 
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and  every  Democrat  admits  the  same.  Every  Derti- 
ocrat,  therefore,  if  he  he  a  republican,  may  con- 
sistently vote  for  General  Taylor.  On  the  contrary, 
no  true  republican  can  support  General  Cass, 

Mr.  C»  g'lanced  at  the  history  of  the  Baltimore 
Conventiori  of  1844,  to  show  that  a  fraud  was  there 
practised  on  Mr.  Van  Buren,  who  went  into  the 
Convention  under  the  impression  that  a  majority 
wotiM  gover«. 

To  the  charg;e  against  General  Taylor  that  he 
gs  not  a  learned  man,  that  he  has  not  a  sufficient 
knowledge  of  books,  that  he  had  no  college  educa- 
tion, Mr.  C.  replied,  asserting  that  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi  had  not  lessened  the  character  of  Gen- 
eral Taylor  by  this  imputation.  General  Cass  was 
a  man  of  knowledge,  General  Taylor  was  a  wise 
isnaii,  Martin  Van  Buren  was  a  cunning,  but  not  a 
wise  man.  As  to  General  Taylor's  admission  of 
liis  ignorance  of  politics,  he,  in  that  respect,  stood 
precisely  on  the  ground  occupied  by  General  Wash- 
ington. It  was  asked  whether  General  Taylor 
would  support  the  sub-treasury  and  the  bank.  To 
this  he  answered,  that  General  Taylor  would  sub- 
snit  to  the  voice  of  the  people  in  all  respects,  while 
Genera!  Cass  v/as  bound  by  the  party  obligations 
to  put  down  the  will  of  the  people. 

In  answer  to  a  question  from  Mr.  Foote,  he  as- 
serted that  the  veto  was  a  conservative  power,  and 
that  it  was  no  part  of  the  policy  of  the  Whig  party 
to  destroy  the  veto.  As  to  the  United  States  Bank, 
4ve  asserted  his  belief  that  it  could  no  more  benefit 
the  country,  unless  it  would  be  sustained  by  the 
two  great  parties  of  the  country.  He  had  himself 
always  voted  for  tlie  bank,  "  under  your  lead,"  sir, 
said  he,  {addressing  himself  to  thePresidentof  the 
Senate,)  when  you  wej'e  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee which  reported  the  bill,  and  when  you  after- 
wards advocated  it.  I  also,  sir,  voted  with  you 
against  the  message  of  the  President  which  returned 
the  bill  after  it  was  vetoed.  He  referred  to  some 
further  movements  in  the  Baltimore  Convention  as 
to  a  system  of  internal  improvements,  when  the 
Convention  expunged  a  certain  portion  of  the  res- 
olutions under  consideration,  lest  it  should  con- 
demn its  nominee.  He  asked  if  General  Cass 
would  veto  a  general-improvement  bill? 

Mr.  FOOTE  expressed  a  belief  that  General  Cass 
■would  veto  an  internal-improvement  bill:  he  would 
like  to  know  if  General  Taylor  would  veto  such  a 
bill. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  believed  he  would  not,  unless 
tlie  two  Houses  had  gone  raving  mad,  and  passed 
an  appropriation  of  much  more  amount  than  could 
be  found  in  the  treasury.  He  would  ask  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  if  General  Cass  would  veto  a  bill 
for  internal  improvement  in  Illinois? 

Mr.  BREESE.  If  I  thought  he  would,  I  would 
not  vote  for  him. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  Does  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois think  Genei-al  Cass  would  veto  a  bill  for  the 
improvement  of  lakes  and  rivers? 

Mr.  BREESE.  I  believe  he  would  not.  He 
voied  for  the  bill  which  was  vetoed,  and,  with  me, 
against  the  veto.  But  General  Cass  would  not  sus- 
tain a  general  system  of  internal  improvement. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  It  is  difficult  to  know  pre- 
cisely what  are  General  Cass's  opinions,  as  one  of 
liis  friends  says  one  thing,  and  another  gives  him 
the  credit  of  opinions  directly  the  opposite.  But 
General  Cass  had  voted  for  every  internal-improve- 
ment billsince  he  (Mr.C.)  had  been  with  the  General 
in  Congress.  Probably  there  were  two  sets  of  opin- 
ions— a  northern  and  a  southern  set — which  were 
to  be  identified  with  General  Cass,  as  might  suit  his 
purposes  and  promote  his  interests.  In  reference 
to  the  charge  which  had  been  advanced  that  the 
Whigs  had  no  platform:  The  Baltimore  Conven- 
ition  had  laid  down  a  great  platform  in  1844,  on 
which  they  put  Oregon — the  title  clear  and  indis- 
putable up  to  54°  40'.  Did  the  party  obey  this 
platform  ?  ^For  six  months  they  agitated  the  coun- 
try with  the  question,  and  then  abandoned  the  plat- 
form, and  took  the  British  boundary  line.  Plat- 
forms now  were  only  objects  of  contempt.  There 
was  another  platform  concerning  the  tariff,  which 
v;as  played  oflT  in  different  forms,  in  different  parts 
of  the  country;  and  now  the  public  have  become 
pretty  well  tired  of  platforms.  He  illustrated  the 
character  of  the  Democialic  platform  and  candidate 
by  referring  to  the  couplet — 

"  Tlie  devil  was  sifk — tlie  devil  a  monk  would  tie  ; 
The  devil  gni  well — the  devil  ii  monk  was  he  1" 

As  to  the  Wilmot  proviso,  he  knew  no  more  of 
General  Taylor's  opinions  than  the  Senator  from 


Mississippi  did.  The  State  of  Delaware  was  op- 
posed to  the  adoption  of  these  geographical  and 
sectional  questions  as  political  questions.  She  was 
willing  to  leave  teiritories  free  which  we  found 
free,  and  where  they  are  slaveho'.ding,  to  suffer 
them  to  remain  so.  Should  he  discover  that  a 
geographical  question  is  about  to  be  made  out  of 
the  Wilmot  proviso,  he  would  do  all  he  could  to 
obtain  a  compromise. 

Mr.  FOOTE  still  pressed  the  question. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  he  had  no  authority  to 
speak  for  General  Taylor.  If  General  Taylor 
would  appoint  him  to  be  the  medium  of  his  senti- 
ments on  the  subject,  he  would  willingly  inform 
the  Senator.  He  would  now  ask  whether  General 
Cass  would  veto  the  Wilmot  proviso? 

Mr.  FOOTE  believed  that  General  Cass  v/ould 
veto  it. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  then  asked  if  General  Cass 
concurred  in  the  sentiments  contained  in  the  report 
of  Mr.  Yancey  to  the  Baltimore  Convention  ? 

Mr.  FOOTE  replied  that  he  believed  he  did. 
He  then  said  that  it  was  a  subject  he  had  not  in- 
vestigated, and  he  could  notsay  positively.  Gen- 
eral Yancey's  sentiments  were  reprobated  by  the 
Democracy. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  And  they  were  supported  by 
General  Cass.  Had  he  traveled  with  General 
Taylor  through  the  country,  he  would  have  known 
his  opinions.  He  then  referred  to  a  law  in  Mich- 
igan, credited  to  General  Cass,  by  which  a  man 
who  did  not  attend  to  his  business,  take  care  of 
his  family,  or  who  was  licentious  in  speech,  &r., 
should  be  punished  with  ten  stripes.  He  recol- 
lected that  a  charge  was  made  in  the  Harrison 
campaign  that  General  Harrison  had  obtained  the 
passage  of  a  law  for  the  sale  of  poor  white  people, 
which  it  eave  the  Whigs  some  trouble  to  remove. 

Mr.  FOOTE  said  a  law  must  be  verified  before 
it  could  be  admitted.  He  understood  there  was 
such  a  law  in  existence  in  Michigan.  But  where 
did  the  Senator  from  Delaware  get  this  law?  Did 
he  cut  the  paragraph  from  a  newspaper?  and  was 
it  an  Abolition  paper?  He  said  that  the  original 
law  was  in  Vermont. 

Mr.  HALE  called  the  Senator  to  order,  but,  at 
the  suggestion  of  several  Senators  around  hira, 
withdrew  the  call. 

Mr.  FOOTE  resumed.  He  believed  there  was 
some  such  statute  in  Michigan;  but  General  Case 
did  not  introduce  it  into  the  Legislature;  bwt  as 
Governor,  he  did  not  veto  it.  And  this  was  a 
charge  brought  by  the  anti-veto  Senator  against 
General  Cass. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  that  General  Cass  was  a 
member  of  the  Council,  had  nothing  to  do  with 
veto,  and  had  given  his  sanction  to  the  law. 

Mr.  FOOTE  said,  notwithstanding  all  this  at- 
tack. General  Cass  would  ride  into  the  Presidential 
chair  triumphantly  over  that  party  which  either 
has  no  principles,  or  is  ashamed  to  express  them. 
He  then  ran  over  in  review  the  sentiments  which 
he  had  previously  thrown  out. 

Mr.  TJPHAM  said  he  desired  to  tell  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi,  that  no  such  law  as  the  Senator 
had  charged  as  existing  in  Vermont  had  ever  ex- 
isted there. 

Mr.  FOOTE  explained. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  said  the  original  law  was 
enacted  in  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  made  some  further  explana- 
tions respecting  the  law. 

Mr.  FELCH  also  made  some  remarks  on  the 
law. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  defended  the 
President  of  the  Philadelphia  Convention  against 
some  misconstructions  of  his  expression  in  his  in- 
augural speech.  It  was  charged  that  he  had  said 
"to  the  victors  belon;;;  the  spoils."  No  such  lan- 
guage was  used  by  him. 

Tlie  question  pending  was  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
BaiGHT  to  strike  out  the  "  17th'' and  insert  the 
"  Slst"  of  July,  as  the  day  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  DOWNS  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  resolution  until  Monday,  the 
17th;  and  on  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  thought  it  was  uncourteous  to 
the  House  to  hold  the  resolution  until  the  very  day 
fixed  before  we  act  on  it. 

Mr.  DOWNS  expressed  a  hope  that  this  ques- 
tion would  not  be  urged  now,  but  that  Congress 
would  refuse  to  adjourn  until  the  slave  question 
shall  be  settled.    He  referred  to  the  proposition  for 


a  Congress  of  Wilmot  proviso  men  near  Buffalo; 
and  expressed  his  fear  that  an  alarming  crisis  was 
approaching,  which  he  hoped  Congress  would  re- 
main in  session  to  meet. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  19,  nays  32. 

Mr.  BREESE  moved  the  postponement  until 
Thursday,  13lh  instant;  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered  on  this  question. 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  motion,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  22,  nays  28. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  to  insert  the 
31st  Juiy— 

Mr.  DOWNS  moved  to  strike  out  31st  July  and 
insert  14lh  August.  He  stated  his  reason  for  this 
motion  to  be  the  impossibility  of  determining  now 
whether  the  public  business  could  be  disposed  of 
before  the  day  he  had  named.  He  believed  it  im- 
possible that  the  appropriation  and  the  territorial 
bills  could  be  passed  by  the  31st  July. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  expressed  his  belief  that  we 
might  be  prepared  to  adjourn  on  the  31st,  if  Sen- 
ators would  vote  more  and  speak  less.  Too  muck 
time  had  been  lost  here  in  speech-making;  but  he 
did  not  fear  that  speeches  here  would  endanger  the 
Union. 

Mr.  RUSK  said  that  he  could  not  give  his  as- 
sent to  these  sentiments  while  a  war  is  going  on 
in  Oregon — while  so  many  private  claims  remain 
unacted  on — and  the  Californias  are  without  a  gov- 
ernment. Fix  the  31st  July,  and  these  bills  will 
not  pass. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table,  which  was  negatived — yeas  25,  nays 
26. 

The  debate  was  then  renewed  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Downs;  when 

Mr.  LEWIS  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on 
the  table;  which  was  negatived — yeas  24,  nays 25. 

Mr.  RUSK  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn — 
yeas  21,  nays  26. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Downs,  substituting  the  14th  of  Au- 
gust for  the  31st  of  July,  and  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  14,  nays  33,  as  follows,* 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Benton,  Borland,  BuUer,  Cal- 
houn, Dickinson,  Downs,  Foote,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana, Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Rusk,  and  Seliastian — 
14. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Badj;er,  Bell,  Berripn,  Bradbury, 
Breese,  Bright,  Clarke,  Corwiu,  Davis  of  Massachusetts, 
Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Dix,  Dodge,  Felch,  Fitz'j,era\d, 
Greene,  Hale,  HaniSin,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Mangum, 
Mason,  Metcalf,  Miller,  Niles,  Pearee,  PJielps,  Sprnance, 
Sturjjeon,  Turney,  Underwood,  Upham,  and  Ynlee — 33. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  DAVIS,  of 
Mississippi,  and  ALLEN — 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Bright,  to  strike  out  the  17th  and  insert 
the  3ist  July,  and  it  was  determined  in  the  affirm- 
ative— yeas  30,  nays  18,  as  follows; 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Badger,  Bell,  Berrien, 
Bradhury,  Breese,  BrJL'ht,  Clarke,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Davton,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Felch,  Fitzgerald,  Greene, 
Hale,  Hamlin,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Mangum,  Mi-tcalf, 
Miller,  Niles,  Pearee,  Phelps,  Spiuance,  Sturgeon,  Under- 
wood, and  Upham — HO. 

jjAYS — Messrs.  Benton,  Borland,  Butler,  Callionn,  Davis 
of  Mississippi,  Dodge,  Foote,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana, Jolinson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Mason,  Rusk,  Sebastian, 
Turney,  Westcott,  and  Yulee — 18. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  DICKINSON— 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  BRIGHT  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  tal)le,  which  was  agreed  to — 
yeas  26,  nays  22,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Bell,  Benton,  Borland,  Breese, 
Brijiht,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dickinson, 
Bodge,  Downs,  Fitzgerald,  Foote,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana. Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Mangum,  INTason,  Ru»k, 
Sebastian,  Sturgeon,  Turiiev,  Westcott,  and  Yulee— 25. 

NAYS- Messis.Alleii,  Badger,  Beirien,  Bradbury,  Clarke, 
Corwin, Davis  oI'Massachu-etts,  Dayton,  Dix,  Feich.  Greene, 
Hale,  Hamlin,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Metcalf,  iNIilier,  Niles, 
Pearee,  Phelps,  Spruaiico,  Underwood,  and  Upham— 2i2. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, /itiy  G,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  by  the  general  consent 
of  the  House,  moved  to  discharge  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  hill  to  amend  the  act 
approved  24tl.  of  May,  1824,  entitled  "  An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act  approved  on  thc_  3d  of 
March,  1819,  entitled  'An  act  providing  for  the 
correction  of  errors  in  making  entries  of  land  at  the 
land  offices."' 
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The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
then  read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  and,  being 
enj;rosscd,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  by  leave,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Library,  to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill 
to  purchase  the  papers  of  Alexander  Hamilton, 
decea.sed,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House, 
■without  amendment.     Committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  certain  fortifications  for  the  year 
ending  June  30th,  1849,  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  HUNT  called  for  the  orders  of  the  day. 

RIVER  AND  HARBOR  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  business  first  in  order  was  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  accompanying  re- 
solutions, on  the  message  of  the  President  assign- 
ing his  reasons  for  withholding  his  sanction  to  the 
river  and  harbor  bill  of  last  session,  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Chicago  Convention,  and  various  other 
memorials  for  the  improvement  of  rivers  and  har- 
bors. 

The  pending  motion  was  to  reconsider  the  vote 
of  yesterday  by  which  the  first  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  TURNER,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
rose  and  occupied  an  hour  in  giving  expression  to 
his  views  on  tiie  subject  of  internal  improvements, 
and  in  opposition  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
in  reporting  tlie  resolutions  before  the  House. 
[This  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.}  When 
lie  concluded — 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  said,  if  any  member  of 
this  House  ought  to  speak  on  this  question,  one 
coming  from  his  locality  ought  to  be  heard  in  rela- 
tion to  it;  but  there  were  an  immense  number  of 
measures  before  Congress  which  ought  to  be  acted 
upon  before  the  adjournment,  and  before  he  sat 
down  he  should  therefore  move  to  lay  the  motion 
10  reconsider  on  the  table.  This  was  the  first 
Whig  Congress  that  he  had  ever  attended,  and  it 
was  the  only  Congress  he  had  seen  delay  so  long 
the  passage  of  a  bill  for  harbor  and  river  improve- 
ments. After  commentino-  on  this  fact,  he  called 
upon  the  House  to  print  the  Chicago  memorial, 
the  report  thereon,  and  Mr.  Polk's  veto  message 
in  one  document,  that  they  might  go  to  the  coun- 
try and  be  read  by  the  people  together.  He  con- 
cluded by  moving  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider 
on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

POST  OFFICE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Oa  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  then 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Root,  of  Ohio,  in  the 
chair,)  and  took  up  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  Post  Office  Depurtment,  which  had  been 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  some  amendments. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  Senate  reduces  the 
amount  proposed  to  be  appiopriated  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mails  within  the  United  States, 
§45,000.  This  amendment  was  concurred  in,  under 
a  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  some  days  ago. 

The  second  amendment  of  the  Senate  appro- 
priates for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  between 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and  Havana,  by  way 
of  Key  West,  touching  at  Savannah,  ^50,000;  and 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  by  said  line,  or 
by  other  steamers,  to  such  other  places  on  the  coast 
of  Florida  as  the  Postmaster  General  may  deem 
prnciical)le  and  expedient,  ;J5,000. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  recommend 
a  disagreement  to  the  second  amendment  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  HARALSON  desired  to  lay  before  the  com- 
mittee some  facts  which  might  be  serviceable  in 
forming  a  correct  opinion  as  to  the  vote  they  might 
give  on  the  [)eMding  question.  If  they  were  now 
commencing  the  system  of  steam  mail-boats  for 
intercommunication  with  diNiuMtpart.s  of  the  Union, 
and  other  countries,  he  did  not  know  what  would 
be  the  course  he  should  pursue.  He  mip-ht  be 
dispo.sed  to  doubt  the  course  which  wc  ou^lit  to 
pursue.  That  policy,  however,  having  been  com- 
menced, and  as  we  could  not  now  disconiinuc  a 
Hysicm  which  was  pursued  with  so  much  activity 
by  other  nation.s,  he  was  inclined  the  rather  to 
facilitate  such  communication,  and  therefore  he  at 
once  declared  himself  the  advocate  of  the  measure 
under  consideration.  This  Union  ought  not  to  be 
dependent  on  other  nations,  but  should  pursue  a 
policy  of  its  own;  and  hence  the  .subject  was  one 


which  we  ought  gravely  to  consider,  when  other 
nations  were  making  such  rapid  strides  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  lines  of  communication  with  other 
parts  of  the  world.  They  were  aware  that  the 
British  Government  had  two  immensely  expensive 
lines  of  communication:  the  one  communicating 
with  the  ports  of  Boston  and  New  York  in  the 
north,  and  the  other  with  the  West  India  Islands 
in  the  south. 

These  lines  ■tvere  sustained  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment at  a  loss  of  more  than  a  million  of  dollars 
per  annum,  so  conscious  were  they  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  facilities  which  these  lines  of  steamers 
afforded.  And  in  the  advantages  of  lines  of  com- 
munication between  New  York  and  the  southern 
cities  to  New  Orleans,  and  thence  by  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  and  the  Pacific  Ocean,  in  which  we  have 
now  considerable  possessions,  this  country  should 
participate.  It  would  be  well  to  look  for  a  moment 
at  the  legislation  of  Congress  on  this  subject.  He 
then  called  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the 
act  approved  March  3d,  which  gave  to  the  Navy 
Department  authority  to  control  the  building  and 
equipment  of  certain  steamboats,  which  were  in- 
tended for  these  lines  of  intercommunication, 
touching  at  Charleston,  Havana,  Chagres,  &c., 
and  pointed  particularly  to  the  fact  that  the  law 
authorized  the  Navy  Department  to  control  them 
while  in  such  service,  and  to  take  them  for  the  ex- 
clusive use  of  the  United  States  whenever  circum- 
stances might  require  it;  a  large  penalty  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars  being  the  prescribed  pun- 
ishment for  refusing  or  neglecting  to  surrender 
those  vessels  to  this  Government  on  the  demand 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

This  Government,  then,  would  ever  have  steam 
vessels  ready  for  the  transportation  of  its  troops 
to  such  points  as  might  call  for  their  presence. 
The  vessels  were  to  be  connected  with  the  naval 
service  of  the  country,  but  they  were  only  to  be 
taken  and  paid  for  in  case  of  emergency,  when 
they  would  be  valued  by  commissioners  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  company  and  by  the  United  Stales; 
and  who  was  there  that  would  not  say  the  Gov- 
ernment would  do  well  thus  to  have  the  control  of 
private  property  which  it  could  take  to  its  exclu- 
sive use  in  case  of  necessity.'  It  would  obviate 
the  necessity  of  keeping  a  large  naval  armament 
at  an  enormous  expense  in  time  of  peace,  and 
would  still  keep  the  Government  prepared  for  any 
sudden  emergency. 

This  Sloo  contract,  as  well  as  all  the  other  con- 
tracts, contained  the  same  provision  of  law,  that 
the  vessels  were  to  be  turned  over  to»  the  Govern- 
ment, at  the  option  of  the  Government,  whenever 
required,  and  subjecting  the  contractors  to  a  heavy 
penalty  in  the  event  of  their  declining  to  comply 
with  this  condition.  He  read  the  law  authorizing 
the  Postmaster  General  to  contract  for  the  transport- 
ation of  the  mail  in  steam  vessels  from  Charleston 
to  Chagres,  touching  at  St.  Augustine  and  Havana, 
thence  across  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  and  thence 
to  Oregon,  and  contended,  that  as  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  had  contracted  for  a  part  of  the  route, 
the  Postmaster  General,  in  contracting  only  for  the 
other  part,  had  carried  out  the  spirit  of  the  law. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  desired  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  whether  any  of  the 
other  lines  of  mail  steamers  between  New  York 
and  Savannah,  or  anywhere  else,  run  oftener  than 
once  a  fortnight?  And  why  it  was  that  this  line 
alone  was  to  run  weekly.' 

Mr.  HARALSON  said  the  gentleman  was  en- 
tirely mistaken.  The  contract  with  the  company 
in  South  Carolina  was  to  run  only  once  in  two 
weeks. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  replied.  Very  true;  but  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  would  certainly  not  attempt 
to  conceal  the  fact  that  another  line  was  running 
over  the  same  route  once  in  two  weeks,  and  the 
two  made  a  weekly  line  to  Charleston  and  Savan- 
nah, which  was  not  the  case  on  any  other  route. 

Mr.  HARALSON  was  understood  to  admit  that 
by  the  two  lines  a  weekly  mail  would  be  trans- 
mitted between  New  York  and  Charleston  and 
Savannah,  and  to  expres.s  his  surprise  that  a 
southern  gentleman  should  object  to  it. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  the  gentleman  seemed  de- 
sirous to  jiut  h'im  [Mr.  Houston]  in  a  position 
antagonistic  to  the  South. 

Mr.  HARALSON  replied  that  he  put  the  gen- 
tleman in  no  other  position  than  that  which  he 
voluntiirily  assumed. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  took  his  position  where   his 


senseof  duty  pointed, however  it  affected  the  North 
or  the  South.  He  was  not  restricted  within  geo- 
graphical lines  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  here. 
But  the  gentleman  seemed  to  indicate  that  this  was 
an  eflTort  to  defeat  the  South  in  procuring  mail 
facilities.  He  would  like  to  know  what  mail  facili- 
ties New  Orleans  had  .'  Did  New  Orleans  get  tha 
benefit  of  this  weekly  service  which  was  now  at- 
tempted to  be  given  to  Charle.ston  and  Savannah? 
He  believed  Savannah  was  in  Georgia,  the  gentle- 
man's own  State. 

Mr.  HARALSON  had  never  charged  the  gentle- 
man with  being  opposed  to  the  South  and  in  favor 
of  the  North,  nor  would  he  degrade  himself  so 
much  as  to  stand  here  the  exclusive  representative 
of  any  particular  section  or  interest.  If  gentlemen 
would  listen  to  him,  they  would  discover  that  by 
this  arrangement,  which  might  be  made  by  the 
Postmaster  General,  all  the  ports  on  the  Atlantic 
would  enjoy  a  weekly  communication,  not  only 
with  Havana  and  the  West  India  Islands,  but  also, 
by  means  of  the  northern  line  of  intercommunica- 
tion, with  England  and  with  Europe.  The  Sloo 
line  run  once  in  two  weeks;  if  this  line  was  au- 
thorized to  be  made  by  the  Postmaster  General,  ia 
would  run  also  once  in  two  weeks,  but  under  the 
order  of  that  officer  might  be  required  to  run  on 
the  alternate  weeks,  so  that  the  result  would  be  a 
weekly  communication  between  New  York  and 
the  West  India  Islands,  touching  at  the  Atlantic 
ports,  and  a  weekly  communication  would  have 
a  tendency  to  discontinue  the  southern  British  line, 
which  communicated  with  the  West  Indies  at  so 
great  cost  on  their  part.  Now,  if  by  amicable  ar- 
rangement we  could  become  the  carriers  of  the 
mail  along  our  coast  to  the  West  Indies,  and  do 
away  with  this  British  line,  would  it  not  be  a  great 
point  gained,  and  would  it  not  contribute  largely 
to  sustain  the.se  lines,  which  we  were  told  by  the 
Postmaster  General  were  so  expensive  to  the  Uni- 
ted States? 

There  was  another  view  of  this  subject  which 
he  desired  to  present.  He  was  proud  to  represent 
in  part  a  State  which,  although  it  boasted  not, 
might  boast  that  it  was  the  great  railroad  State  of 
this  Union.  According  to  the  latest  estimates 
which  he  had  seen,  there  were  in  actual  operation 
in  the  State  of  Georgia  railroads  which  communi- 
cated with  the  city  of  Charleston  on  one  side  and 
their  own  seaport  town.  Savannah,  on  the  other, 
to  the  extent  of  nearly  seven  hundred  miles;  an 
amount  of  railroad  communication,  he  believed, 
not  surpassed  except  by  one  State  in  the  Union. 
This  line  of  communication,  he  would  state,  passed 
beyond  the  mountains,  and  connected  with  the 
great  waters  of  the  West;  Savannah  and  Charles- 
ton were  the  seaport  towns,  nearer  the  great  centre 
of  the  western  water  communication — the  junctioia 
of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi — than  any  other  of  the 
Atlantic  ports.  He  dwelt  upon  the  great  import- 
ance of  having  thus  a  direct  and  frequent  commu- 
nication between  the  western  country  and  the 
Atlantic,  and  warmly  urged  the  advantages  of 
authorizing^  the  line  under  contemplation,  particu- 
larly mentioning  the  fact  that  it  would  cost  but: 
^50,000 — only  half  the  amount  appropriated  for 
the  purpose  by  the  law  of  J837;  and  was  proceed- 
ing, when  he  was  arrested  by  the  expiration  of  the 
period  allotted  to  debate. 

The  CHAIRMAN  announced  the  question  upon 
concurring  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  by  general  co»- 
sent,  addressed  an  inquiry  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  From  the  papers 
relative  to  the  subject,  he  understood  the  amount 
of  the  contract  to  be  $45,000,  and  yet  he  saw  that! 
the  appropriation  proposed  was  ^50,000.  Would 
the  gentleman  inform  him  the  reason  of  this  dis- 
crepancy in  amounts  ? 

Mr.  VINTON  replied  that  the  gentleman  fron» 
Alabama,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  one  of  those  who  rejected 
this  amendment,  knew  as  much  about  it  as  he  did. 
The  amendment  appropriating  !j)i50,000  was  put  in 
by  the  Senate;  the  contract  was  for  !it;45,00O;  why 
this  |i5,000  excess  was  proposed  was  more  tharii 
he  could  stute,  as  the  Senate  had  sent  no  papers 
over. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  would  answer  the  ques- 
tion. It  was  simply  an  additional  compensation 
for  their  going  to  Savannah. 

Mr.  RHETT  explained  also  that  the  contract 
did  not  stipulate  for  the  steamers  going  to  Savan- 
nah.   The  appropriation  provided  for  it. 
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Mr.  HOUSTON  understood,  then,  this  appro- 
priation to  be  clearly  in  violation  of  the  contract. 

Mr.  CABELL  asked  to  have  a  letter  read  from 
the  First  Assistant  Postmaster  General  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Objections  were  made. 

Mr.  VINTON  called  a  division  of  the  question, 
biut  withdrew  the  call. 

Mr.  HOUSTOlNT,  of  Alabama,  renewed  the  call 
for  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  CHAIRMAN,  on  reflection,  decided  the 
•question  indivisible,  and  that  it  was  on  concurrence 
in  the  Senate's  amendments  collectively. 

The  committee  were  dividing  on  the  question; 
when — 

Mr.  HOUSTON  proposed  to  bring  up  the  ques- 
tion by  moving  sua  amendment  to  the  Senate's 
amendment  to  reduce  the  amount  f5,000. 

The  CHAIR  ruled  it  out  of  order  as  coming  too 
late. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  Senate's  amend- 
ments were  concurred  in — ayes  71,  noes  46 — and 
were  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  committee  then  took  up  the  bill  "  making 
appropriations  for  the  current  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling 
treaty  stipulations  with  the  various  Indian  tribes 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1849,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  to  which  various  amendments  were 
made  by  the  Senate. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  rec- 
ommended to  the  House  to  concur  in  the  thirteen 
first  amendments,  and  also  t©  concur  in  the  17th 
and  last  amendment. 

The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  being  agreed  to,  the  above  indicated 
amendments  of  the  Senate  were  concurred  in  by 
die  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  14th  amendment  of  the  Senate  strikes  out 
the  third  section  of  the  bill.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  recommended  a  disagreement  to 
this  amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  spoke  an  hour  in 
opposition  to  the  reduction  of  the  Indian  agencies 
which  was  proposed  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  McKAY  replied  at  some  length.  Messrs. 
THOlMPSON,  of  Indiana,  and  B  ARRINGER,  of 
North  Carolina,  also  participated  in  the  discussion. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported,  without 
having  passed  upon  all  the  amendments  proposed 
to  this  bill. 

APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  THE  POST  OFFICE. 

The  committee,  however,  having  reported  its 
concurrence  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  service  of 
the  Post  Office  Department — 

The  question  was  stated  to  the  House  on  con- 
curring with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their 
agreement  to  these  amendments. 

The  first  amendment,  reducing  the  appropriation 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mails  withm  the  Uni- 
ted States,  $45,000,  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  second 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  viz:  appropriating 
$50,000  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  in  steam 
vessels  between  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  and 
Havana,  by  way  of  Key  West,  touching  at  Sa- 
vannah; fi5,000  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail 
in  the  same  line,  or  by  other  steamers,  to  such 
places  on  the  coast  of  Florida  as  may  be  deemed 
practicable  and  expedient  by  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered  and  taken,  and 
resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Mes.^rd.  Abbott,  Adams,  Atkinson,  Barriiiger, 
Barrow,  Blancliard,  Boydon,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burt, Caboll, 
Cathcart,  Chapman,  Cliiigrrian,  Cocke,  Cranston,  Crowell, 
Crozicr,  Donnell,  Duer,  Dunn,  Edwards,  Fialicr,  Fulton, 
Gaines,  Goagin,  Gregory,  Griniitll,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall, 
.lames  G.  Hampton,  Haralson,  Haskell,  Henry, Hill,  Billiard, 
Elias  B.  Holmes,  John  W.  Houston,  Hunt,  Iverson,  Robert 
W.  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones,  Kollogp,  Thomas  Butler  King, 
Daniel  P.  King,  McDowell,  Mcllvaine,  McLane,  Marsh, 
Meade,  Morehead,  Outlaw,  I'ettit,  Pollock,  Preston,  Uhett, 
Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Roman,  Root,  Rumsey, 
St.  John,  Shepperd,  tSilvester,  Simpson,  Sims,  Smart,  Tru- 
man Suiith,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Strohm,  Taylor,  James 
Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tompkins,  Toombs, 
Venable,  Vinton,  Wallace,  Warren,  Wentwortli,and  Wood- 
ward—81. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Bingham,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Beverly  L. 
Clarke,  Howell  Cobb,  VVilliamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  (Junnnins, 
Dickey,  Dickinson,  Enibree,  Nathan  Evans,  Faran,  Feath- 
erston,  Ficklin,  Fries,  Giddings,  Green,  Willard  P.  Hall, 


Hammons,  Harris,  George  S.  Houston,  Andrew  Johnson, 
James  H.  Johnson, Georije  W.Jones,  Kennon,  Lahm,Lord, 
Lynde,  McClelland,  McClernand,  McKay,  Job  Mann,  Miller, 
Morris,  Mullin,  Palfrey,  Peaslee,  Peck,  Peyton,  Phelps, 
Pillsbury,  Rockhill,  Sawyer,  Robert  Smith,  Starkweather, 
Charles  E.  Stuart,  Thoinas,  Thurston,  Wick,  Wiley,  and 
Wilmot— 50. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
last  vote;  which  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  having  been 
agreed  to,  the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill  stands 
passed. 

THE  MEXICAN  WAR. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing message,  in  writing,  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  and  Hoitse  of  Representatives 

of  the  United  States: 

I  lay  before  Congress  copies  of  a  treaty  of  peace,  friend- 
ship, limits,  and  settlement,  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Mexican  Republic,  the  ratifications  of  which  were  duly 
exchanged  at  the  city  of  Queretaro,  in  Mexico,  on  the  yOth 
day  of  May,  1848. 

The  war  in  which  our  country  was  reluctantly  involved, 
in  the  necessary  vindication  of  the  national  rights  and  honor, 
has  been  thus  terminated;  and  I  congratulate  Congress,  and 
our  common  constituents,  upon  the  restoration  of  an  honor- 
able peace. 

The  extensive  and  valuable  territories  ceded  by  Mexico  to 
the  United  States  constitute  indemnity  for  the  past,  and  the 
brilliant  achievements  and  signal  siiccessesof  our  arms  will 
be  a  guarantee  of  security  for  the  future,  by  convincin;;  all 
nations  that  our  rights  must  he  respected.  The  results  of 
the  war  with  Mexico  have  given  to  the  United  States  a 
national  character  abroad  which  our  country  never  before 
enjoyed.  Our  power  and  our  resources  have  become  known, 
and  are  respected  throughout  the  world ;  and  we  shall  prob- 
ably be  saved  from  the  necessity  of  engaging  in  another 
foreign  war  for  a  long  series  of  years.  It  is  a  subject  of  ccm- 
gratulation  that  we  have  passed  through  a  war  of  more  than 
two  years'  duration,  witli  the  business  of  the  country  unin- 
terrupted, with  our  resources  unexhausted,  and  the  public 
credit  unimpaired, 

I  communicate  for  the  information  of  Congress  the  accom- 
panying documents  and  correspondence  relating  to  the  ne- 
gotiation and  ratification  of  the  treaty. 

Before  the  treaty  can  be  fully  executed  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  legislation  will  be  required.  It  will  be  proper 
to  make  the  necessary  appropriations  for  the  payment  of  the 
twelve  millions  of  dollars,  stipulated  by  the  twelfth  article 
to  be  paid  to  Mexico  in  four  equal  annual  instalments.  Three 
millions  of  dollars  were  appropriated  by  the  act  of  March  3, 
1847,  and  that  sum  was  paid  to  the  Mexican  Government 
after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the  treaty. 

The  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  provides,  that  "  in  order  to 
desigriate  the  boundary  line  with  due  precision  Ufion  authori- 
tative maps,  and  to  establish  upon  the  ground  land-marks 
which  shall  show  the  limits  of  both  Republics,  as  described 
in  the  present  article,  the  tvv'o  Governments  shall  each  ap- 
point a  commissioner  and  a  surveyor,  who,  before  the  expi- 
ration of  one  year  from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  ratifica- 
tions of  this  treaty,  shall  meet  at  the  port  of  San  Diego,  and 
proceed  to  run  and  mark  the  said  boundary  in  its  whole 
course  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte."  It  will 
be  necessary  that  provision  should  be  made  by  law  for  the 
appointment  of  a  commissioner  and  a  surveyor  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  a  commis- 
sioner and  surveyor  appointed  by  Mexico,  in  executing  the 
stipulations  of  this  article. 

It  will  be  proper  also  to  provide  by  law  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  "board  of  commissioners"  to  adjudicate  and 
decide  upon  all  claims  of  our  citizens  against  the  Mexican 
Government,  which,  by  the  treaty,  have  been  assumed  by 
the  United  States. 

New  Mexico  and  Upper  California  have  been  ceded  by 
Mexico  to  the  United  States,  and  now  constitute  a  part  of 
our  Country.  Embracing  nearly  ten  degrees  of  latitude, 
lying  adjacent  to  the  Oregon  Territory,  and  extending  from 
the  Pacific  Ocean  to  the  Rio  Grande,  a  mean  distance  of 
nearly  a  thousand  miles,  it  would  be  difficult  to  eslimate  the 
value  of  these  possessions  to  the  United  States.  They  con- 
stitute of  themselves  a  country  large  enough  for  a  great  em- 
pire, and  their  acquisition  is  second  only  in  importance  to 
that  of  Louisiana  in  1803.  Rich  in  mineral  and  agricultural 
resources,  with  a  climate  of  great  salubrity,  they  embrace 
the  most  important  ports  on  the  whole  Pacific  coast  of  the 
continent  of  North  America.  The  possession  of  the  ports 
of  San  Diego,  Monterey,  and  the  bay  of  San  Francisco, 
will  enable  the  United  States  to  command  the  already  valu- 
able and  rapidly  increasing  commerce  of  the  Pacific.  The 
number  of  our  whale-ships  alone,  now  employed  in  that 
sea,  exceeds  seven  hundred,  requiring  more  tlian  twenty 
thousand  seainen  to  navigate  them ;  while  the  capital  in- 
veste<l  in  this  particular  branch  of  commerce  is  estimated  at 
not  less  than  forty  millions  of  dollars.  The  excellent  har- 
bors of  Upper  California  will,  under  our  flag,  afford  security 
and  repose  to  our  commercial  marine;  and  American  me- 
chanics will  soon  furnish  ready  means  of  ship-building  and 
repair,  which  are  now  so  muci)  wanted  in  that  distant  sea. 

By  the  acquisition  of  these  possessions,  we  are  brought 
into  immediate  proximity  with  the  west  coast  of  America, 
from  Cape  Horn  to  the  Russian  possessions  north  of  Oregon  ; 
with  the  islands  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  ;  and,  by  a  direct  voy- 
age in  steamers,  we  will  he  in  less  than  thirty  days  of  Can- 
ton and  other  parts  of  China. 

In  this  vast  region,  whose  rich  resources  are  soon  to  be 
developed  by  American  energy  and  enterprise,  great  must 
be  the  au^'tiienlation  of  our  commerce;  and  with  it,  new 
and  profitable  demands  for  mechanic  labor  in  all  its  branches, 
and  new  and  valuable  markets  for  our  manufactures  and 
agricultural  products. 

While  the  war  has  been  conducted  with  great  humanity 
and  forbearance,  and  with  complete  success  on  our  part,  the 
peace  has  been  concluded  on  terms  the  most  liberal  aiul 


magnanimous  to  Mexico.  In  her  hands  the  territories  now 
ceded  had  remained,  and,  it  is  believed,  would  have  con- 
tinued to  remain,  almost  unoccupied,  and  of  little  value  to 
her  or  to  any  other  nation  ;  whilst,  as  a  part  of  our  Union, 
they  will  be  productive  of  vast  benefits  to  the  United  States, 
to  the  commercial  world,  and  to  the  general  interests  of 
mankind. 

The  immediate  establishment  of  territorial  governments, 
and  the  extension  of  our  laws  over  these  valusble  posses- 
sions, are  deemed  to  be  not  only  important,  but  indispensable 
to  preserve  order  and  the  d'ne  administration  of  justice 
within  their  limits,  to  afford  protection  to  the  inhabitants, 
and  to  facilitate  the  development  of  the  vast  resources  and 
wealth  which  their  acquisition  has  added  to  our  cimntry. 

The  war  with  Mexico  having  terminated,  the  power  of 
the  Executive  to  establish  or  to  continue  temporary  civil 
Governments  over  these  territories,  which  existed  under  the 
laws  of  nations  whilst  they  were  regarded  as  conquered  prov- 
inces in  our  tnilitary  occupation,  has  ceased.  By  their  ces- 
sion to  the  United  States,  Mexico  has  no  longer  any  power 
over  them;  and,  until  Congress  shall  act,  the  inhabitants  will 
be  without  any  organized  Government.  Should  they  be  left 
in  this  condition,  confusion  and  anarchy  will  be  likely  to 
prevail. 

Foreign  commerce  to  aconsiderable  amount  is  now  carried 
on  in  the  ports  of  Upper  California,  which  will  require  to  be 
regulated  by  our  laws.  As  soon  as  our  system  shall  be  ex- 
tended over  this  commerce, a  revenue  ofconsiderable  amount 
will  be  at  once  collected,  and  it  is  not  doubted  that  it  will  be 
annually  iticreased.  For  these  and  other  obvious  reasons,  I 
deem  it  to  be  my  duty  earnestly  to  recommend  the  action  of 
Congress  on  the  subject  at  the  present  session. 

In  organizing  Governments  over  these  territories,  fraught 
with  such  vast  advanta<;es  to  every  portion  of  our  Union,! 
invoke  that  spirit  of  concession,  conciliation,  and  compro- 
mise in  your  deliberations,  in  which  the  Constitution  was 
framed,  in  which  it  should  he  administered,  and  which  is  so 
indispensable  to  preserve  and  perpetuate  the  harmony  and 
union  of  the  States.  We  should  neverforget  that  this  Union 
of  confederated  States  was  established  and  cemented  by  kin- 
dred blood,  and  by  the  common  toils,  sufferings,  dangers, 
and  triumphs  of  all  its  parts,  and  has  been  theever-augment- 
in?  source  of  our  national  greatness  and  of  all  our  blessings. 

There  has,  perha[)S,  been  no  period  since  the  warning  so 
impressively  given  to  his  countrymen  by  Washington  to 
guard  against  geographical  divisions  and  sectional  parties, 
which  appeals  with  greater  force  than  the  present  to  the  pa- 
triotic, sober-minded,  and  reflecting  of  all  parties  and  of  all 
sections  of  our  country.  Who  can  calculate  the  value  of 
our  glorious  Union  .'  It  is  a  model  and  example  of  free  gov- 
ernment to  all  the  world,  and  is  the  star  of  hope  and  the 
haven  of  rest  to  the  oppressed  of  every  clime.  By  its  pres- 
ervation, we  have  been  rapidly  advanced  as  a  nation  to  a 
height  of  strength,  power,  and  happiness  without  a  parallel 
in  the  history  of  the  world.  As  we  extend  its  blessings  over 
new  regions,  shall  we  be  so  unwise  as  to  endanger  its  exist- 
ence by  geographical  divisions  and  dissensions  .' 

With  a  view  to  encourage  the  early  settlement  of  these 
distant  possessions,  I  recommend  that  liberal  grants  of  the 
public  lands  be  secured  to  all  our  citizens  who  have  settled, 
or  may  in  a  limited  period  settle,  within  their  limits. 

In  execution  of  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  orders  have 
been  issued  to  our  military  and  naval  forces  to  evacuate, 
without  delay,  the  Mexican  provinces,  cities,  towns,  and 
fortified  places  in  our  military  occupation,  and  which  are 
not  embraced  in  the  territories  ceded  to  the  United  States. 
The  army  is  already  on  its  way  to  the  United  States.  That 
portion  of  it,  as  well  regulars  as  volunteers,  who  engaged  to 
serve  during  the  war  with  Mexico,  will  be  discharged  as  soon 
as  they  can  be  transported  or  marched  to  convenient  points 
in  the  vicinity  of  their  homes.  A  part  of  the  regular  army 
will  be  employed  in  New  Mexico  and  Upper  California,  to 
afford  protection  to  the  inhabitants,  and  to  guard  our  inter- 
ests in  these  territories. 

The  old  armv,  as  it  existed  before  the  commencement  of 
the  war  with  Mexico— especially  if  authority  be  given  to  fill 
up  the  rank  and  file  of  the  several  corps  to  the  maximum 
number  authorized  durins  the  war— it  is  believed,  will  be  a 
sufficient  force  to  be  retained  in  service  during  a  period  of 
peace.  A  few  additional  officers  in  the  line  and  staff  of  the 
army  have  been  authorized  ;  and  these,  it  is  believed,  will 
be  necessary  in  the  peace  establishment,  and  should  be  re- 
tained in  the  sei-vice.  The  number  of  the  general  officers 
may  be  reduced,  as  vacancies  occur  by  the  casualties  of  the 
service,  to  what  it  was  before  the  war. 

While  the  people  of  other  countries,who  live  under  forms 
of  goveriunent  less  free  than  our  own,  have  been  for  ages 
oppressed  by  taxation  to  support  large  standing  armies  in 
periods  of  peace,  our  experience  has  shown  that  such  es- 
tablishments are  unnecessary  in  a  republic.  Our  standing 
army  is  to  be  found  in  the  bosom  of  society.  It  iscomposcd 
of  free  citizens,  who  are  ever  ready  to  take  up  arms  in  the 
service  of  their  country,  when  an  emergency  requires  it. 
Our  expeiience  in  the  war  just  closed  fully  confirms  the 
opinion,  that  such  an  army  may  he  raised  upon  a  few  weeks' 
notice,  and  that  our  citizen-soldiers  are  equal  to  any  troops 
in  the  world.  No  reason,  therefore,  is  perceived  why  we 
should  enlarge  our  land  forces,  and  thereby  subject  the  treas- 
ury to  an  annual  increased  charge. 

Sound  policy  requires  that  we  should  avoid  the  creation 
of  a  large  standing  army  iti  a  period  of  peace.  No  public 
exigency  requires  it.  Such  armies  are  not  only  expensive 
and  unnecessary,  but  may  become  dangerous  to  liberty. 

Besides  making  the  necessary  leaislaiive  provisions  for  the 
execution  of  the  treaty,  ami  the  cstalilislnnent  of  Territorial 
Governments  in  the  cedi  d  conntrv,  we  have,  upon  the  res- 
toration of  pcace,other  impoii.int  (hiiirs  toiierlorm.  Among 
these,  I  regard  none  as  more  ImpnitaTii  than  Uie  adoption  of 
proper  measures  for  the  speedvcxtin^nisbmentol  the  nation- 
al debt.  It  is  against  sound  polity  and  the  genius  of  our 
institutions,  that  a  public  drill  should  be  permuted  to  exist 
a  day  longer  than  the  means  of  the  treasury  will  enable  tlio 
Government  to  iiay  it  ofl'.  ,.      ,  -  .  ^  ,     „      ■ 

We  should  adhere  to  the  wise  policy  laid  down  by  Presi- 
dent Wasliinulon,  of  "  avoiding  the  accuniulati(ui  of  debt, 
'  not  onlv  by  shunning  occasions  of  expense,  but  by  vigor- 
'  oils  exi'rtions  in  time  of  peace  to  discharge  the  debts  which 
'  nnavoidalile  wars  have  occasioned,  not  ungenerously 
'  throwing  upon  posterity  the  burden  weourselves  ought  to 
'  bear." 
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At  the  comniPTK-emenrof  (he  present  Jidiiiinistiation,  the 
piiblie  debt  amoiiiited  to  ,'ii7,7&S,7g9  62.  In  consequence 
of  the  war  willi  Mexico,  it  has  been  necessarily  increased, 
and  now  amounts  to  §6.5,778,450  41,  including  the  stock  and 
treasury  notes  which  may  yet  be  issued  under  the  act  of 
January  28,  1847,  and  the  sixteen  million  loan  recently  ne- 
gotiated nndei  the  act  of  iMarcb  31,  IS48. 

In  addition  to  the  amount  of  the  debt,  the  treaty  stipulates 
that  twelve  millions  of  dollans  shall  be  paid  to  Mexico  in 
four  equal  annual  instalments  of  three  millions  each;  the 
first  of  which  will  fall  due  on  the  30tb  of  May,  1849.  The 
treaty  also  stipulates  that  the  United  States  shall  "assume 
and  pay"  to  our  own  citizens  '•  the  claims  already  liquida- 
ted and  decided  against  the  Mexican  Republic,"  and  "  all 
claims  not  heretofore  decided  a'.'ainst  the  Mexican  Govprn- 
meiii"  "  to  an  amount  not  exceedinj  three  and  one-quarter 
millions  of  dollars."  The  "liquidated"  claims  of  citizens 
ofthi-  United  States  against  Mexico,  as  decided  hy  the  joint 
board  of  commissioners  under  the  convention  between  the 
United  States  and  Mexico,  of  the  11  Ih  of  April,  1839,  amount- 
ed to  $2,0:28,139  68.  This  sum  was  payable  in  twenty  equal 
quarterly  instalments.  Three  ofihem  have  been  paid  to  the 
claimants  by  the  Mexican  Government,  and  two  by  the  Uni- 
ted States;  ieavini  to  be  paid  of  the  prineiinl  of  the  liqui- 
dated amount  assumed  by  the  United  States,  the  sum  of 
S1,.SI9  604  76,  together  with  the  interest  thereon.  These 
several  amounts  of  "  liquidated"  and  unliquidated  claims 
assumed  by  the  United  States,  ii  is  believed,  may  be  paid  as 
they  fall  due  out  of  the  aecruins  revenue,  without  the  issue 
of  stock  or  the  creation  of  any  additional  public  debt. 

I  cannot  too  strongly  recommend  to  Conjress  the  import- 
ance of  husbanditig  all  our  national  resources,  of  limiting 
the  public  expenditures  to  necessary  objects,  and  of  apply- 
ing all  the  surplus  at  any  time  in  the  treasury  to  the  redemp- 
tion of  ilie  debt.  1  recommend  that  authority  he  vested  in 
the  Executive  hy  law  to  anticipate  the  period  of  reimburse- 
ment of  such  portion  of  the  debt  as  may  not  be  now  redeem- 
able, and  to  purchase  it,  at  par,  or  at  the  premium  which  it 
may  command  in  the  market,  in  all  eases  in  which  that 
authority  has  not  already  been  granted.  A  premium  has 
b  'en  obfained  by  the  Govermnent  on  much  tlie  larger  por- 
tion of  the  loans  ;  and  if  when  the  Government  becomes  a 
purchaser  of  its  own  stock,  it  shall  command  a  premium  in 
the  market,  it  will  be  sound  policy  to  pay  it,  rather  than  to 
pay  the  semi-annual  interest  uponit.  The  interest  upon  the 
debt,  if  the  outstanding  treasury  notes  shall  be  funded,  from 
tl)e  end  of  the  last  fiscal  year  until  it  shall  fail  due  and  be 
redeemable,  will  he  very  nearly  equal  to  the  principal,  which 
must  itself  be  ultimately  paid. 

VVithoutchangmgor  modifying  the  presenttariff  of  duties, 
BO  great  has  b"en  the  increase  of  our  commerce  under  its 
benign  operation,  that  the  revenue  derivi'd  from  that  source 
and  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  will,  it  is  confidently 
believed,  enable  the  Gnvrrnmcntto  discharge  amnially  sev- 
eral millions  of  the  debt,  and  at  the  same  time  possess  the 
means  of  meeting  necessary  appropriations  for  all  other 
proper  objects.  Unless  Congress  sliall  antliorize  largely  in- 
creased expenditures,  for  objects  not  of  absolute  necessity, 
the  whole  public  debt  existing  before  the  Mexican  war,  and 
that  created  during  its  continuance,  may  be  paid  off,  with- 
out any  increase  of  taxation  on  the  people,  long  before  it 
will  fall  due. 

Upon  the  restoration  of  peace,  we  should  adopt  a  policy 
suited  to  a  stale  of  peace.  In  doing  this,  the  earliest  prac- 
ticable payment  of  llie  public  debt  should  be  a  cardinal  prin- 
ciple of  action.  Profiting  by  the  experience  of  the  past,  we 
should  avoid  the  errors  into  which  the  country  was  betrayed 
shortly  after  the  close  of  the  war  witli  Great  Britain  in  1815. 
In  a  lew  years  after  that  period,  a  broad  and  latitndinous 
construction  of  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  un- 
fortunately received  but  loo  much  countenance.  Though 
the  country  was  burdened  witii  a  heavy  public  debt,  large 
and  in  some  instances  unnecessary  and  extravagant  expend- 
itures were  authorized  by  Congress.  The  consequence 
was,  that  the  payment  of  the  debt  was  postponed  for  more 
than  twenty  years;  and  even  then,  it  vvas only  accomplished 
by  the  stern  will  and  unbending  policy  of  President  Jack- 
son, who  made  its  payment  a  leading  measure  of  his  admin- 
istration. He  resisted  the  attempts  which  were  made  to 
divert  the  public  money  from  that  great  object,  and  apply  it 
in  wasteful  and  extravagant  expenditures  for  other  objects, 
some  of  them  of  more  than  doubtful  constitutional  aiithor- 
ity  and  expediency. 

If  the  Government  of  the  United  States  shall  observe  a 
proper  economy  in  its  expenditures,  and  be  confined  in  ifs 
action  to  the  conduct  of  our  fonign  rdations  and  to  the  few 
general  objects  of  its  care,  enumerated  in  the  Constitution, 
leaving  all  municipal  and  local  legi.-lation  to  the  States,  our 
greatness  as  a  nation  in  moral  and  physical  power,  and  in 
wealth  and  resources,  cannot  be  calculated. 

By  pursuing  this  policy,  oppressive  measures  operating 
uner)ually  and  unjustly  upon  sections  and  classes  will  be 
avoided  ;  and  the  people,  having  no  cause  of  complaint,  will 
pursue  th'-ir  own  interests,  under  the  blessings  of  equal 
laws  aiid  the  protection  of  ajust  and  paternal  Government. 

By  abslaimiig  from  the  exercise  of  all  powers  not  clearly 
conferred,  the  eemenl  of  our  glorious  Union,  now  number- 
ing thirty  States,  will  he  strengthened  as  we  grow  in  age  and 
increase  in  population,  and  ourfuturp  destiny  will  be  with- 
out a  parallel  or  example  in  the  history  of  nations. 

...  ,  ,   ^   ,„  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Wasiiinoton,  Jtilij  6,  1818. 

The  mpRsag;e  havinjj  heon  read 

Mr.  BURT  moved  to  refer  .so  mnrh  of  it  as  re- 
lated to  makinjj  provisions  for  eurryinj;  into  cfTect 
the  treaty  with  Mexico,  to  the  Cotnniiitcc  ofWays 
and  Means;  .so  much  as  related  to  tiic  army,  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  AfTair.s;  so  much  as  related 
to  the  establishment  of  territorial  governments,  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Territories;  and  that  the 
message  he  printed. 

Mr.  McKAY  suggested  to  the  gentleman  to 
modify  his  motion.  There  was  another  very  im- 
portant part  of  the  message — much  more  important 
than   that   which    referred   to  the   appropriations 


necessary  to  carry  the  treaty  into  effect;  for  those 
would  not  be  needed  until  the  next  session.  He 
referred  to  that  which  proposed  to  authorize  the 
President  to  purchase  the  stock  ofthe  Government, 
and  suHTgested  that  that  portion  be  referred  also  to 
the  Commitfee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  BURT  acquiesced  in  the  suggestion,  and 
modified  his  mniion  accordingly. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  said  there  was  another 
portion  still  which  related  to  the  public  lands. 
This  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  P»b- 
lic  Lands. 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  before  that  portion  of  the 
message  which  related  to  the  territories  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Territories,  he 
desired  to  know  a  little  more  distinctly  what  it  was 
that  constituted  the  territory  that  we  had  acquired. 
He  undersiood  this  message  to  say  that  we  had 
acquired  by  this  cession  the  country  beyond  the 
Rio  Grande.  We  all  knew  that  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates  had  set  up  a  government  and 
kept  in  operation  a  government  for  nearly  two 
years  past  on  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande.  He  in- 
formed this  House  that  these  governments,  which 
he  had  set  up  by  virtue  of  his  military  authority, 
were  now  extinguished  by  the  peace.  If  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  Slates  prior  to  this  war  ex- 
tended to  the  Rio  Grande,  he  desired  to  know  by 
what  authority  the  President  of  the  United  States 
had  established  governments  there.  He  desired 
that  some  investigation  should  be  had;  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  should  be  called 
upon  to  communicate  to  this  House  by  what  au- 
thority he  had  esiablished  a  govern  men  tat  Santa  Fe, 
and  had  exercised  the  powers  of  government  there. 

Mr.  BURT  suggested  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  allow  the  question  to  be  taken  on  the  ref- 
erence ofthe  message,  and  that  the  debate,  which 
the  gentleman  seemed  to  have  commenced,  be  car- 
ried on  on  the  question  of  printing  the  message. 

Mr.  VINTON  replied,  that  when  the  message 
was  referred,  it  was  out  ofthe  hands  of  the  House. 
As  he  had  already  said,  if  the  boundary  of  the 
United  States  before  this  war  extended  to  the  Rio 
Grande,  he  trusted  the  message  would  never  be 
referred  until  the  President  of  the  United  States 
had  been  called  upon  to  declare  by  what  authority 
he  had  established  a  government  over  any  of  the 
then  territories  of  the  United  States,  or  within  the 
limitsof  any  State  of  this  Union.  If  Texas  extended 
to  the  sources  of  the  Rio  Grande,  he  desired  to 
know  by  what  authority  the  President  had  set  up 
a  government  within  the  territory  of  a  State  of 
this  Union  .'  If  he  had  done  it,  it  was  a  high-handed 
usurpation  of  power,  which  he  did  not  see  how  it 
was  possible  for  this  House,  as  the  impeaching 
authority  of  this  country,  to  pass  over  without 
notice.  If  the  territory  on  this  side  of  the  Rio 
Grande  was  a  portion  of  Mexico,  if  it  was  ac- 
quired by  our  arms,  the  qtiestion  as  to  his  right  to 
set  up  military  governments  by  virtue  of  subjuga- 
tion and  conquest,  stood  on  the  same  footing  on  this 
side  as  on  the  other  side  ofthe  river.  He  wished 
to  know  if  the  President  had  derived  his  authority 
to  set  up  a  government  this  side  of  the  Rio  Gr^de 
from  any  other  source  of  power  than  that  which 
authorized  him  to  set  them  up  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Rio  Grande.'  And,  for  one,  he  was  not  pre- 
pared to  see  this  message  pass  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  House  until  the  President  had  answered  this 
interrogatory. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  obtained 
the  floor,  and  moved  the  previous  question  on  Mr. 
Burt's  motion. 

Pending  this  question,  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  MANN, of  Pennsylvania:  The  petition  of  the  heirs 
of  iVIaitbew  .lack,  late  of  Westmoreland  county,  deceased, 
who  was  a  capt^tin  in  the  8th  regiment  Pennsylvania  line, in 
the  revolutionary  war,  praying  for  his  commutation  pay. 

By  Mr.  MIJLLIN  :  The  petition  of  Thomas  M.  Rradc  and 
others,  citizens  of  the  county  of  Jefferson,  New  York,  pray- 
ing the  abolition  of  the  franking  pi  ivilege,  and  the  reduction 
of  letter  postage  to  the  uniform  rale  of  two  cents. 

Also,  the  petition  of  P.  Hnrchard  and  others,  citizens  of 
the  same  counly,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  post  route 
from  Cape  Vincent  to  French  creek,  in  .«aid  county. 

Ity  Mr.  HALI>,  of  Missouri :  The  petition  of  John  Osborn 
and  others,  citizens  of  Oavies  county,  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, praving  tin'  esialilishment  of  a  certain  post  route. 

By  Mr.  LAVVUKNCR,  ofNew  York:  Petitions  of  citizens 
of  the  towns  of  Newlield,  in  Tompkins  county,  and  Veteran, 
in  (,'lieiniing  county,  for  a  post  route,  from  EIniira  to  Ithaca, 
Ihrongh  East  Vctcruu  and  VVcBt  Cayuta. 


By  Mr.  KIPfG,  of  Massachusetts  :  Remonstrance  of  Flosea 
Ilsley  and  38  others,  citizens  of  Snfl"olk  comity,  Massachu- 
setts, against  the  removal  of  the  marine  hospital  in  the  town 
of  Chelsea. 

Bv  Mr.  INGE:  Tlie  petition  ofEdward  S.  Dargaii,  W.  P. 
CbJIton,  H.  VV.  Colfier,  and  sundry  other  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Alabama,  praying  modification  of  the  copy-riglit 
law. 

Dy  Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  petition  of 
citizens  of  Alleghany  county,  Pennsylvania,  praving  Con- 
gress to  abolish  the  franking  privilege,  and  reduce  ordinary 
letter  postage  to  two  cents,  and  that  of  newspapers  in  pro- 
portion. 
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Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  from  citizens  of 
Albany  county.  New  York,  asking  the  reductiotj 
ofthe  rates  of  postage  and  the  abolitiorT  ofthe  frank- 
ing privilege;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  presented  a  petition  from 
John  P.  Williams,  asking-  a  confirmation  of  his 
title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land;  which  was  referred 
to  the  ComiTiittee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Harrison,  Maine,  asking  the  abol'ition  of 
the  franking  privilege  and  reduction  of  postage; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  PosS 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  presented  a  petition  from  citi- 
zens of  Apalachicola,  Florida,  setting  forth  sundry 
grievances  occasioned  by  certain  mailarrangemens, 
and  asking  that  they  may  be  redressed;  which  was 
refened  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BUTLER  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Surriter  c,ounty,  South  Carolina,  asking  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  certain  post  route;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Commercey 
reported  House  bill  to  establish  a  collection  district 
at  Brunswick,  Georgia,  without  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  D.,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  immediate  consideration  of  the  bill;  which, 
after  having  been  explained,  was  read  a  third  liine 
and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PHELPS,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  joint  resolution  from  the  House  to  dispose  of 
two  brass  field-pieces  captured  at  the  battle  of  Ben- 
nington in  1777;  which,  after  having  been  consid- 
ered in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FELCH,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  joint  resolution  from  the  House  to  change  the 
location  of  a  light-house  on  Lake  Superior,  in  the 
State  of  Michigan,  which,  after  having  been  ex- 
plained, was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  YULEE,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  autho- 
rizing the  submission  of  certain  claims  to  arbitra- 
tion. The  resolution  was  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing, but  lies  over. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAYTON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  joint  resolution  in  reference 
to  taking  the  next  census;  which  was  read  a  third 
time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

Mr.  DOWNS  submitted  the  following,  which 
lies  over: 

Rfsolvcff,  That,  after  the  present  week,  until  the  further 
order  of  the  Senate,  Friday  and  Saturday  of  each  week  ha 
set  apart,  after  12  o'clock,  for  the  consideraSion  of  the  pri- 
vate bills  of  the  Senate  first,  and  then  those  from  the  House  ; 
and  that,  when  so  considering  Senate  bills,  any  one  giving 
rise  to  debate  beyond  a  brief  explanation,  shall  be  passed 
over  until  the  other  private  bills  sliall  have  been  disposed  of. 

Several  adverse  reports  were  taken  up  and  con- 
curred in. 

THE  OREGON  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr  BRIGHT,  the  prior  orders 
were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  a  Territorial 
Government  in  Oregon;  when — 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  submitted 
by  Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississip]ii — 

Mr.  MASON  addressed  the  Senate.  He  stated 
that  the  people  of  Oregon  had  undertaken  to  pass 
laws  purely  conventional  ;ind  without  authority, 
among  which  was  one  prohibiting  slavery  therein 
for  ever.  No  one  now  believes  that  the  people  of 
a  territory  belonging  to  the  Uniled  Slates  have  tha 
right  to  pass  any  laws  which  can  be  binding,  unless 
by  the  consent  of  the  Uniled  States  Government. 
By  the  12lh  section  of  this  bill,  the  laws  of  Oregon 
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are  sanctioned,  among  which  is  this  law  prohibit- 
ing involuntary  servitude  in  the  Territory,  or  in 
other  words,  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  slavery 
into  that  Territory.  It  becomes  us  to  uncover 
this  act,  and  to  defeat  it.  Our  object  should  be 
to  defeat  the  recommendation  of  the  committee. 
Should  this  measure  succeed,  and  slavery  be  pro- 
hibited, it  will  be  in  derogation  of  the  spirit  and 
letter  of  the  Constitution. 

He  referred  to  the  prevailing  disposition  to 
make  the  construction  of  the  Constitution  a  mere 
struggle  for  power,  and  predicted  the  most  ca- 
lamitous results  from  a  continuance  of  such  a 
course.  He  went  into  the  history  of  the  intro- 
duction of  the  provision  concerning  slavery  into 
the  Constitution,  to  show  that  in  the  form  in 
which  it  was  adopted,  it  was  adopted  by  the  aid 
of  three  New  England  States;  the  two-thirds  vote 
being  inserted  for  an  equivalent.  He  complained 
of  the  course  of  some  of  the  northern  States  which 
had  refused  the  use  of  their  jails  for  the  security  of 
fugitive  slaves,  which  he  regarded  as  a  violation 
of  the  Constitution;  while  he  denied  that  any 
southern  State  had  evinced  the  slightest  disposi- 
tion to  violate  the  mutual  compact  between  the 
North  and  South.  He  contrasted  the  legislation- 
of  the  northern  States  with  regard  to  other  fugi- 
tives from  justice,  with  that  practised  in  relation 
to  fustitive  slaves.  The  Senator  from  Vermont 
[Mr.  Phelps]  had  assailed  what  he  termed  slave 
power.  He  desired  to  know  what  was  intended 
by  the  phrase?  He  wished  Senators  to  use  in- 
telligible terms.  What  he  called  the  slave  power, 
was  nothing  more  than  the  representative  weight 
given  to  the  South  for  ample  equivalents.  He 
warned  northern  Senators  to  be  cautious  in  as- 
sailing this  representative  weight.  It  required  but 
a  torch  to  set  the  whole  South  in  a  blaze.  The 
South  had  made  great  concessions,  and  entered 
into  a  compromise,  in  the  expectation  that  the 
question  would  thus  be  settled  for  ever.  But  now 
there  appears  to  be  a  disposition,  on  the  first  oc- 
casion presented  by  the  acquisition  of  new  terri- 
tory, to  violate  the  compromise.  Should  this 
spirit  influence  the  legislation  of  Congress,  when 
the  subject  shall  come  up  relating  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  Territorial  Governments  in  California 
and  New  Mexico,  he  warned  Senators  of  the  con- 
sequences, 

The  ordinance  of  1787  was  a  compact  formed 
between  the  United  States  Government  and  the 
people  in  possession  of  the  Northwest  Territory, 
before  the  Constitution  was  formed.  The  history 
of  that  ordinance  is  shrouded  in  secrecy,  as  the 
journals  were  not  made  public.  But  it  is  well 
known  that  there  was  much  conflict.  The  item 
concerning  slavery  was  the  result  of  compromise. 
Under  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  most  of  the 
States  were  large  importers  of  slaves,  and,  having 
an  immense  territory  under  their  control,  they  lim- 
ited the  territory  within  which  slavery  should  be 
permitted  to  exist.  This  will  account  for  the  in- 
troduction of  the  slave  clause  in  the  ordinance  of 
1787.  He  recited  some  of  the  difficulties  which 
stood  in  the  way  of  the  perfection  of  the  ordi- 
nance. Some  States  came  into  the  measure  with 
difficulty,  and  some  with  a  protest.  He  read 
several  extracts  from  the  papers  before  him,  to 
show  the  various  action  of  the  States  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  course  of  New  York  in  1780  he  con- 
trasted with  the  course  of  her  able  representative 
on  this  floor  [Mr.  Dix]  now.  Virginia  never 
would  have  been  a  party  to  that  compact,  never 
would  have  made  the  cession  she  did,  had  she  sup- 
posed her  right  to  extend  her  population  whither 
she  would,  would  have  been  denied.  Slaves  form 
a  great  part  of  the  property  of  the  South,  and  are  a 
considerable  element  of  her  political  power;  and 
he  asked,  by  what  authority  was  this  property  to 
be  touched  and  interfered  with  by  the  General 
Government?  Legislative  discretion  he  regarded 
as  limited  by  the  object  of  the  trust  committed  to 
it;  and  it  did  not  extend  to  any  interference  with 
the  question  of  slavery.  There  were  States  who 
did  not  regard  the  slave  as  a  trust,  as  he  was  de- 
fined to  be  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  but  as  a 
real  property,  which  the  owner,  under  the  sanc- 
tions of  the  Constitution,  may  take  where  he 
pleases.  There  are  now  three  millions  of  slaves 
penned  up  in  the  slave  States,  and  they  are  an 
increasing  population,  increasing  faster  than  the 
whites.  And  are  the  slaves  to  be  always  confined 
within  what  may  be  deemed  their  prison  States? 
He  referred  to  the  attempt  to  settle  the  manumitted 


slaves  of  John  Randolph  on  lands  purchased  for 
that  purpose  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  when  they  were 
forcibly  driven  off,  to  show  the  character  of  the 
humanity  which  was  professed  by  the  anti-slavery 
party. 

That  a  slave  was  not  property,  but  a  mere  inci- 
dent to  a  domestic  relation,  as  was  asserted  by  the 
Senator  from  Vermont,  he  entirely  denied.  The 
slave  was  property  under  the  construction  of  the 
common  law.  The  first  slave  who  landed  on  our 
shores  brought  his  condition  with  him,  and  it  was 
recognized  by  the  colonial  laws.  That  condition 
was,  that  he  was  the  substantial  property  of  his 
master — not  temporarily,  as  in  the  case  of  master 
and  apprentice,  but  for  life.  Writers  have  de- 
scribed him,  not  as  an  incident  to  a  domestic  rela- 
tion, but  as  an  incident  to  the  right  of  conquest. 
What  forms  maybe  thrown  round  him  by  con- 
vention or  by  law,  is  "another  question.  In  Africa, 
they  are  either  taken  in  battle  or  sold  by  parents; 
but  they  are  in  bondage — perpetual  bondage;  and 
this  condition  they  bring  with  them  here,  and  it  is 
recognized  by  our  laws.  The  first  slaves  were 
brought  to  Virginia  in  1620  by  a  Dutch  vessel, 
and  were  sold  as  merchandise;  and  this  was  done 
with  the  knowledge  and  permission  of  the  British 
Crown.  This  proves  that  it  requires  no  special 
legislation  to  institute  slavery,  but  it  must  require 
a  special  law  to  abolish  it.  He  denied  the  propo- 
sition that  when  a  slave  enters  a  free  State,  where 
there  is  no  such  domestic  relation,  he  becomes  free, 
on  this  ground,  that  the  relation  cannot  be  abol- 
ished without  a  special  law.  There  was  no  law, 
originating  under  the  present  Constitution,  until 
1820,  which  interfered  with  the  right  of  the  owner 
of  a  slave  to  carry  his  property  with  him  into  any 
of  the  States  of  the  Union.  Congress  had  never 
undertaken  anything  more  than  to  regulate  the 
subject  in  the  admission  of  any  new  territory. 

He  then  remarked  on  the  party  lines  which  had 
been  drawn  between  the  slaveholding  and  non- 
slaveholding  States,  lamenting  their  existence,  and 
predicting  the  most  fatal  catastrophe,  should  they 
continue  to  operate.  The  election  of  a  President 
was  a  question  greatly  inferior  to  that  which  was 
now  agitating  the  Union. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  passed  over  in- 
formally until  to-morrow,  which  was  agreed  to. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  'of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Senate 
then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1849,  as  amended  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

An  amendment  of  the  committee,  striking  out 
a  clause  appropriating  $7,500  for  the  furnishing  of 
the  marine  hospital  at  New  Orleans,  led  to  consid- 
erable discussion,  in  which  it  was  contended  on 
the  one  side  that  the  appropriation  was  out  of 
place  in  this  bill,  and  that  the  introduction  of  for- 
eign matter  was  a  bad  precedent;  on  the  other 
side,  the  necessity  of  passing  the  appropriation 
was  urged,  because,  as  every  one  was  satisfied 
that  the  furniture  must  be  bought,  a  mere  differ- 
ence as  to  the  shape  in  which  the  money  should 
be  granted  ought  not  to  be  urged  to  the  defeat  of 
the  appropriation. 

Messrs.  ATHERTON,  JOHNSON  of  Louisi- 
ana, DAVIS  of  Mississippi, PHELPS,  BREESE, 
UNDERWOOD,  DAVIS  of  Massachusetts,  BEN- 
TON, DOWNS,  SEBASTIAN,  WESTCOTT, 
BORLAND,  STURGEON,  and  BADGER,  took 
part  in  this  debate;  when  the  bill  was  laid  aside 
until  to-morrow. 

[Mr.  BREESE  said;  It  appears  from  the  argu- 
ment of  the  chairman  of  theCommittee  on  Finance, 
and  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Phelps,] 
that  the  objections  which  they  entertain  to  these 
appropriations  are  wholly  technical.  They  have 
not  attacked  the  objects;  they  have  not  said  they 
were  not  important;  but,  conceding  that  point,  they 
insist  that  they  are  out  of  place;  that  they  should 
not  be  in  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  as  the  marine 
hospitals  were  under  the  charge  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  Mr.  B.  said  that  was  true.  They 
are  under  the  charge  of  the  Treasury,  but  that  did 
not  furnish  a  valid  objection  to  the  place  in  which 
the  appropriation  is  now  found.  These  hospitals 
(Mr.  B.  said)  had  all,  save  one,  been  estimated  for 
as  far  back  as  1837.  Some  of  them  are  in  a  course 
of  being  erected,  and  the  sites  of  others  purchased 
by  the  Government.  The  site  at  Chicago  is  owned 


by  the  Government,  and  although  no  estimates  are 
made  for  that,  the  reason  of  the  omission  is  found 
in  the  fact,  that  in  1837  Lake  Michigan  had  no 
commerce.  Now,  mariy  thousand  seamen  are  em- 
ployed upon  it,  exposed  to  sickness,  and  requiring 
shelter,  medicine,  and  care. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  did  not  see  the  propriety  of  stri- 
king them  out  of  this  bill;  and  he  warned  the  Sen- 
ators who  were  interested  in  them,  if  they  are 
stricken  out,  no  appropriation  will  be  made  for 
them  this  session.  And  if  they  are  in  the  wrong 
place,  he  said,  it  was  better,  in  his  opinion,  that 
they  should  be  in  a  wrong  place  rather  than  in  no 
place  at  all,  and  hoped  the  Senate  would  retain  the 
appropriations  where  they  are  found,  coming  an 
they  do  from  the  House  holding  the  purse-strings 
of  the  nation.] 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  received,  communicating  copies  of  the 
treaty  of  peace;  which  was  read,  and  five  thousand 
copies  of  the  same  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate.  [For  message,  see  House  proceed- 
ings.] 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  that  the  different 
parts  be  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  offered  a  resolution  that  so 
much  of  the  message  as  relates  to  the  organization 
of  Territories  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of 
seven,  to  be  balloted  for;  which  lies  over. 

Mr.  BUTLER  moved  to  increase  the  number 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Territories  to  seven. 

This  led  to  some  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  BUT- 
LER, BREESE,  WESTCOTT,  ATCHISON, 
and  others,  participated;  when — 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  moved  that  the 
Senate  adjourn;  on  which  motion  Mr.  RUSK  de- 
manded the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered, 
when  the  vote  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Ballmer,  Baldwin,  Benton, 
Bradbury,  Clarke,  Corvvin,  Dix,  Felcli,  Fitzgerald,  Greene, 
Hale,  Hamlin.  Jolinson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
Miller,  Niles,  Pearce,  Underwood,  and  LTpliam — 90. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Borland,  Butler,  Davis  of  Mississippi, 
Dickinson,  Downs,  Hannesan,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis, 
Mason,  Rusk,Turney,  VVestcott,  and  Yulee — 13, 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Frivay,  July  7, 1848. 

The  Jou  rnal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

Mr.  FULTON,  by  leave,  moved  to  discharge 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  from  the  bill  of  the  Senate  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  the  existing  pension  laws  to  enlisted 
men  of  the  ordnance  corps  of  the  United  States 
army,  and  that  the  same  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  chief  of  the  ordnance 
bureau,  showing  the  necessity  of  the  passage  of 
the  law. 

The  motion  to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  amended  by  altering  the 
phraseology  so  as  to  embrace  those  who  might 
hereafter  serve  in  the  corps  as  well  as  those  who 
had  been  and  are  now  in  service. 

It  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BURT,  by  leave,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  AiTairs,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  thecompaniesof  Captains  Bush,  Price, 
and  Suasey,  for  military  services  in  Florida.  Read 
twice  and  committed. 
DISBANDING  THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  BOTTS,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  of  the  House  to  amend  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  supplemental  to  an  act  entitled 
'An  act  providing  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
existing  war  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Republic  of  Mexico,  and  for  other  purposes,'  " 
reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  with  amend- 
ments. 

This  bill  relates  to  the  disbandmg  of  the  officers 
of  the  army  at  the  close  of  the  war  with  Mexico. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  postpones  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  bill  until  the  4th  of  March,  1849. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOTTS,  the  Flouse  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  said  bill  and  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  was  opposed  both 
to  the  bill  and  to  the  amendments.  He  was  op- 
posed  to  continuing  these  officers  in   the  service. 
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He  thought  the  time  had  arrived,  by  the  proclama- 
tion of  the  President  that  the  war  was  terminated, 
wlien  that  law,  which  was  now  attempted  to  be 
extended  to  the  4th  of  March  next,  took  effect,  and 
it  became  the  duty  of  the  President  to  execute  that 
law.  He  could  see  no  necessity  for  continuing 
any  of  these  officers  in  the  service  longer  than  the 
emergency  which  called  them  into  the  service. 
The  emergency  having  ceased,  they  should  not  be 
continued  in  the  service  of  the  country,  and  there- 
fore he  moved  that  the  bill  and  amendments  be 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  GENTRY,  as  at  present  advised,  and 
with  the  information  before  him,  concurred  in  the 
views  presented  by  his  colleague  [Mr.  Jones]  fully. 
When  legislation  was  had  by  Congress  for  the 
creation  of  additional  officers  of  the  army,  it  was 
deemed  sound  policy  to  provide  that  when  the  pub- 
lic necessity  which  required  this  creation  of  officers 
should  have  passed  away,  the  law  by  which  they 
were  created  should  provide  for  the  termination  of 
their  office  at  the  end  of  the  war.  He  saw  no  rea- 
son nor  public  policy  which  required  a  change  in 
this  respect.  Why  should  they  su.spend  the  op- 
eration of  the  law  to  the  4th  of  March  next .'  They 
might  as  well  suspend  the  law  which  provided  for 
disbanding  the  rank  and  file — the  privates  as  well 
as  officers.  If  the  existing  law  should  operate  in- 
juriously— if  any  officer  had  rendered  preeminent 
services,  which  would  commend  him  as  an  excep- 
tion from  its  operation,  let  the  law  take  effect,  and 
then  let  a  special  law  be  passed  to  restore  him  to 
his  rank.  But  it  was  proposed  to  keep  in  the  ser- 
vice all  the  officers  until  the  4th  of  March  next. 
He  could  not,  he  repeated,  see  any  reason  for  this 
suspensionof  the  operation  of  the  law;  he  preferred, 
as  he  had  stated,  that  those  who  were  meritorious 
should  be  restored  to  their  rank  by  special  law. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  there  was  certainly  no  reason 
w'ny  he,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  or  as  the  chairman  of  that  committee, 
should  feel  any  particular  anxiety  for  the  passage 
of  this  bill.  But  it  became  his  duty  as  the  organ 
of  that  committee  to  state  to  the  House  the  reasons 
why  they  had  agreed  to  concur  to  some  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  to  propose  amend- 
ments to  others. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Albama,  inquired  if  this  bill 
did  not  make  an  appropriation,  and,  therefore,  if, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  it  must  not  go  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union? 

The  SPEAKER  said  h«  was  not  aware  that  the 
bill  contained  an  appropriation,  but  the  gentleman 
from  Alabama  must  be  aware,  that  if  it  did,  it  had 
already  been  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  had  been  passed  by  this  House 
and  sent  to  the  Senate,  whence  it  had  come  with 
some  amendments. 

Mr.  BURTassured  the  gentleman  from  Alabama 
the  bill  made  no  appropriation. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  it  might  not  in  direct  terms, 
but  he  thought  it  would  be  found  that  a  large 
amount  was  involved. 

Mr.  BOTTS  again  rose  for  the  purpose  of  ma- 
king an  explanation  of  the  character  of  this  bill, 
and  of  the  necessity  of  its  passage.  Personally,  he 
should  be  satisfied  with  any  action  the  House  might 
take  upon  it.  He  would  repeat  what  he  said  yes- 
terday respecting  the  case  which  was  now  pre- 
sented to  the  House.  He  then  recapitulated  the 
provisions  of  the  law  of  the  last  Congress,  which 
provided  that  on  the  restoration  of  peace  the  major 
generals  then  in  commission  should  be  reduced 
to  one,  and  the  brigadier  generals  to  two.  This 
bill,  which  had  been  to  the  Senate  and  had  come 
back  with  an  amendment,  must,  therefore,  either 
be  passed  immcdirttely,  or  the  unavoidable  conse- 
quence would  be  that  either  Gen.  Scott  or  Gen.Tay- 
lor  must  be  stricken  from  the  roll,  and  likewise  all 
brigadier  generals  save  two,  who  would  he  rciained 
at  the  di.scretioii  of  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales.  The  time  ha.s  arrived  when  the  act,  whose 
provisions  he  had  quoted,  would  be  in  full  force 
the  President's  [iroclamation  of  |)c;ice  haviii"-  been 
published,  unless  this  bill  were  passed  this  day. 

The  Senate,  instead  of  repealing  this  section  of 
the  act,  proposed  to  suspend  it  till  the  fourth  day 
of  March  next;  and  this  not  only  as  respected  "rii- 
cral  officers,  but  all  other  officers  connected  with 
the  army.  The  object  of  this,  Mr.  B.  .said,  wn.s 
simply  to  allow  time  for  more  Judicious  legislation 
than  could  now  be  poHsil)le.  '  It  was  not  hereby 
intended  to  retain  these  officers  in  commission  until 


the  4th  of  March;  but  as  they  would,  under  the 
operation  of  the  existing  law,  go  out  immediately 
on  the  proclamation  of  peace,  and  no  time  now 
remained  for  deliberation,  the  postponement  was 
made  to  prevent  such  a  result,  and  gain  the  time 
necessary  to  act  understandingly  in  the  case.  It 
was  in  contemplation  by  both  Houses  to  provide 
for  the  country  a  peace  establishment.  Now,  until 
it  should  have  been  decided  what  number  of  troops 
were  to  be  retained  in  the  service,  it  could  not  of 
course  be  ascertained  how  many  officers  it  would 
be  necessary  to  retain.  It  was  understood,  as  of 
course,  that  more  would  be  required  than  were  in 
commission  before  the  war,  especially  if  the  peace 
establishment  was  to  be  increased,  as  it  probably 
would  be.  How,  then,  was  it  possible  for  Con- 
gress to  decide  in  an  hour  how  many  of  the  officers 
now  in  commission  should  be  dismissed?  It  was 
impossible;  and  to  give  the  House  time  for  delib- 
eration, the  Military  Committee  proposed  thatthcre 
should  be  a  postponement,  as  recommended  by 
the  Senate.  Should  the  House  agree  to  do  this,  it 
would  be  competent  to  repeal  the  provision  to-mor- 
row, if  it  so  pleased,  and  go  on  to  provide  a  peace 
establishment.  To  repeal  the  law  at  once,  would 
inflict  great  hardship  on  some  of  the  officers.  Mr.- 
B.  cited  particularly  the  case  of  meritorious  cap- 
tains who  had  recently  been  promoted  to  a  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  GENTRY  said  that  if  the  object  of  sus- 
pending was  no  more  than  what  had  now  been 
stated,  he  should  give  it  his  hearty  concurrence; 
but  the  terms  of  the  amendment  were  general  and 
sweeping.  If  its  effect  was  confined  to  officers  pro- 
moted, he  should  have  no  objection  to  it.  But 
what  did  we  want  with  all  these  additional  gener- 
als? Off  with  their  epaulets  !  The  war  was  now 
over,  and  there  was  no  need  of  retaining  them  a 
day  longer. 

Mr.  BOYDONsuggested,inreplytoMr.  BoTTs, 
that  the  proclamation  of  peace,  though  made  to- 
day, was  dated  on  the  4th  instant;  so,  if  there  was 
any  force  in  what  the  gentleman  had  said  on  that 
subject,  the  officers  were  out  of  the  service  already. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  that  he  had  not  before  asserted 
that  all  the  officers  would  go  out,  but  only  those 
of  a  high  grade.  He  would  not  undertake  to  say 
whether  the  proclamation  would  take  effect  in  law 
from  the  day  of  its  date  or  the  day  of  its  promul- 
gation. He  should  suppose  it  would  be  reckoned 
from  the  day  when  it  was  made  known  to  the 
world.  It  might  be  dated  a  month  back.  Four 
of  the  oldest  and  most  meritorious  captains  in  the 
line,  without  any  request  of  their  own,  had  been 
promoted  to  be  majors.  Now,  there  could  not  be 
a  more  glaring  and  more  monstrous  act  of  injustice 
than  that  these  men,  without  a  fault,  should  in  their 
old  age  be  legislated  out  of  office.  Were  tljere 
time  to  do  what  was  desired  by  his  friend  from 
Tennessee,  [Mr.  Gentry,]  Mr.  B.  should  be  as 
ready  as  he;  but  it  was  because  of  the  want  of 
time,  that  in  order  to  avoid  oppression  and  rash- 
ness, he  wished  to  postpone  the  repeal  of  the  act, 
and  retain  these  officers,  not  until  the  4th  of  March 
next,  but  until  there  should  be  avfair  opportunity 
of  acting  on  their  case  without  inflicting  injustice. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
private  calendar. 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  if  that  motion  was  rejected, 
he  should  move  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Rockwell's 
motion,  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  VINTON  then  moved  to  go  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  SAWYER  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  the  House  refused  to  order  them;  and  voted, 
under  a  count  by  tellers,  in  favor  of  the  motion: 
Ayes  G9,  noes  56. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  private  calendar.     Lost. 

So  the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Root, 
of  Ohio,  in  the  chair.) 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  committee  took  up  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Indian  department  and  for  fulfilling  treaty 
stipulations  with  the  various  Indian  tribes  for  the 
yenr  ending  .Tunc  ."JO,  1849. 

The  (|uestion  pending  was  on  concurring  in  the 


14lh  amendment  of  the  Senate,  to  wit,  to  strike 
out  the  third  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  wished  to  say,  in  addition 
to  what  he  had  observed  yesterday,  that  the  prop- 
osition in  the  bill  had  two  branches:  the  first  to 
reduce  the  number  of  these  Indian  superintendents 
and  agents,  and  the  other  to  change  their  salaries. 
By  the  law  as  it  now  stood  they  consisted,  in  all, 
of  twenty-nine.  Should  the  third  section  of  the 
bill  be  retained,  they  would  be  reduced  to  seven- 
teen, viz:  two  superintendents,  nine  agents,  and 
six  sub-agents.  The  section  assigned  to  the  super- 
intendents ^1,G00  salary,  instead  of  p,500,  which 
they  received  at  present;  it  allowed  to  Indian  agents 
^1,200,  instead  of  §1,500,  the  present  salary;  and 
to  sub-agents  $800,  instead  of  $750. 

In  1834,  a  law  was^jassted  regulating  our  inter- 
course with  the  Indian  tribes,  and  another  reor- 
ganizing the  Indian  department.  Previous  to  that, 
the  process  of  removing  the  Indians  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river  had  been  commenced ;  since  then, 
ithad  been  almost  completed.  Before  that  removal, 
the  tribes,  for  the  most  part,  occupied  an  isolated 
position,  separate  entirely  from  each  other,  and  it 
was  proper  and  necessary  to  retain  an  agent  in  each 
tribe;  but  since  they  had  been  transported  to  the 
West,  tribes  which  had  been  separate  were  now  in 
close  collocation,  and  in  some  cases  actually  amal- 
gamated into  one.  In  this  state  of  things,  the 
Secretary  of  War  had,  at  a  former  session,  recom- 
mended a  reduction  in  the  number  of  these  agencies. 
The  Indian  Committee  had  introduced  such  a  pro- 
vision into  the  Indian  bill  of  last  year,  but  the 
Senate  struck  it  out.  They  had  again  introduced 
it  in  the  present  bill,  and  the  Senate  had  stricken, 
it  out  again.  Mr.  B.  was  in  favor  of  the  measi^n-e; 
he  thought  it  proper  and  expedient.  Did  he  be- 
lieve, as  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  John- 
son] did,  that  it  would  produce  discontent  and 
dissatisfaction  among  the  Indians,  and  perhaps 
lead  to  bloodshed,  he  should,  of  course,  oppose  it. 
But  he  could  not  conceive  how  any  such  conse- 
quences were  likely  to  grow  out  of  it.  The  Sem- 
inoles  and  Creeks  were  now  put  together;  and  the 
Chickasaws  and  Choctaws  were  similarly  situated, 
as  were  many  other  tribes. 

The  inere  saving  of  money  that  would  be  effected 
by  the  proposed  arrangement  was  not  the  sole  or 
the  chief  argument  in  its  favor,  though  it  was  not 
to  be  overlooked.  It  would  save  about  $11,000  in 
actual  salaries,  and  about  a  like  sum  in  houses, 
fuel,  &c. — say  some  $20,000  in  all.  But  it  would 
also  curtail  Executive  patronage,  now  wielded  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  under  the  direction  of  the 
President.  The  subject  was  not  new.  There  was, 
to  be  sure,  no  report  upon  it  from  the  Indian  Com- 
mittee, because  the  subject  had  not  been  brought 
up  in  that  committee  during  the  present  session. 
He  hoped  the  House  would  not  concur  in  the  Sen- 
ate's amendment. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana,  explained  the 
ground  why  he  was  in  favor  of  concurrence.  Ac- 
cording to  his  reading  of  the  act  of  1834,  it  would 
increase  instead  of  diminish  the  number  of  super- 
intendents. He  had  heard  nothing  from  either  of 
the  gentlemen  from  North  Carolina  which  con- 
vinced him  he  had  been  wrong.  The  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  on  his  left  [Mr.  McKay]  had, 
indeed,  given  him,  as  the  gentleman  seemed  to 
suppose,  a  severe  dressing,  and  had  said  he  (Mr. 
T.)  was  laboring  under  a  most  marvelous  delusion; 
and  the  gentleman  had  enlightened  the  House  upon 
the  law,  by  informing  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives what  had  been  his  own  intention  in  intro- 
ducing the  clause  which  the  Senate  had  stricken 
out.  But  that  gentleman,  one  would  think,  had 
lived  long  enough  to  know  that  his  personal  inten- 
tion constituted  no  part  of  the  law,  but  that  a  statute 
must  be  interpreted  by  its  own  terms.  No  doubt 
the  gentleman  intended  to  reduce  the  number  of 
these  officers;  but  the  question  was,  did  the  words 
of  tiiis  section  have  that  effect?  Mr.  T.  believed 
not. 

He  had  avowed  a  disposition  to  look  with  jeal- 
ousy into  the  power  exercised  over  the  Indians  by 
our  Commissioner  and  his  superintendents,  for  he 
believed  that  more  than  half  of  all  the  frauds  per- 
petrated under  this  Government  took  place  in  this 
dcptutment  of  it.  Almost  every  step  taken  in  the 
management  of  our  Indian  affairs  was  in  some  way 
connected  with  fraud.  He  did  not  say  that  these 
frauds  were  committed  by  the  officers;  but  that 
they  were  committed  was  the  universal  belief  in 
all  his  part  of  the  country.     The  superintendent  of 
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Indian  Affairs  exercised  a  power  which  should  be 
confided  to  no  man  under  our  free  Government. 

Mr.  T.  here  went  again  into  a  reference  to  the 
power  of  granting  and  revoking  at  will  the  licenses 
to  Indian  traders,  and  the  manner  in  which  that 
power  might  be  and  had  been  misused.  Being 
asked  to  specify  the  case  to  which  he  more  partic- 
ularly alluded,  he  stated  it  to  be  that  of  a  Mr. 
Ewing. 

Mr.  BARRFNGER  here  interposed,  and  ex- 
plained that  a  large  mass  of  documentary  testimony 
in  the  case  of  Ewing  had  been  submitted  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  to  the  Indian  Com- 
mittee, and  was  now  before  them. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  disclaimed  all  intention  of 
challenging  the  conduct  of  the  Commissioner.  He 
had  cited  this  case  merely  to  show  that  the  War 
Department  considered  that  officer  as  not  amenable 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  he  seemed,  therefore, 
to  be  without  control  or  responsibility  to  anybody. 
For  this  reason  he  contended  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  Congress  to  scan  with  more  particularity  the 
exercise  of  so  delicate  and  irresponsible  a  power  as 
that  over  our  Indian  trade.  As  to  this  particular 
case,  Mr.  T.  knew  nor  cared  nothing,  nor  was  he 
much  concerned  whether  the  section  under  debate 
was  retained  in  the  bill  or  not.  (Mr.  McKay  here 
having  entered  the  House)  Mr.  T.  said  he  was 
going  to  recur  to  the  castigation  inflicted  on  him 
yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina. ^ 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  stated 
yesterday  that  this  section  would  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  Indian  superintendents.  He  read  the  sec- 
tion proposed  by  the  Senate  to  be  stricken  out, 
and  contended  that,  instead  of  reducing,  it  would 
retain  the  present  number  of  superintendents  at- 
$1,500,  and  authorize  an  addition  of  two  with  a 
salary  of  $1,600.  The  committee  were  certainly 
to  judge  of  this  amendment  from  its  words,  and  not 
from  any  design  which  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  might  have  in  offering  it.  Now,  was 
these  a  necessity  for  this  increase,  for  the  autho- 
rizing of  two  additional  superintendents  at  a  salary 
of  $1,600?  If  the  design  expressed  by  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina  could  be  accomplished 
by  now  moving  an  amendment  expressly  provi- 
ding that  the  number  of  superintendents  should  be 
but  two,  and  repealing  previous  laws  authorizing 
a  larger  number,  he  had  no  objection.  He  was 
satisfied  that,  simply  as  a  question  of  law,  the  sec- 
tion did  not  accomplish  the  object  of  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  explained  that  the  present 
number  of  superintendents  was  regulated  by  the 
law  of  1834.  At  that  time,  Michigan  being  a  Ter- 
ritory, its  governor  was  ex  officio  superintendent  of 
Indian  affairs.  That  superintendency  was  dis- 
pensed with,  as  were  also,  from  the  same  cause, 
the  superintendencies  of  Iowa  and  Wisconsin. 
He  did  not  concur  with  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana in  the  construction  he  placed  upon  this  third 
section,  but  thought  the  clear  effect  of  the  language 
was  exclusive,  and  that  in  effect,  although  not  in 
express  terms,  it  repealed  previous  laws  fixing  the 
number  of  superintendents. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  resumed  the  floor,  and  pro- 
posed to  offer  an  amendment,  but,  after  some  con- 
versation with  the  Chair,  waived  it  until  a  more 
appropriate  stage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  STANTON  obtained  the  floor,  and  yielded 
to— 

Mr.  McKAY,  who,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Thompson, 
admitted  that  the  effect  of  the  section  was  to  be 
judged  of  from  its  words,  and  not  from  any  avowed 
intention  he  might  have  had  in  offering  it;  but 
he  contended  that,  thus  construed,  the  section  did 
limit  the  number  of  superintendents  and  agents. 
He  read  the  law  of  1834,  and  admitted  that  while 
it  authorized  but  one  superintendent  eo  nomine,  the 
section  he  proposed  fixed  the  number  at  two — 
being  an  increase  of  one  eo  nomine;  but  said  that 
under  the  law  of  1834,  the  agents  received  the  same 
salaries  as  superintendents,  and  that  two  of  these 
agents  had  been  acting  as  superintendents,  besides 
the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin  being 
ex  officio  superintendent,  (which  superintendency 
had  now  ceased) — thus  making,  in  fact,  four  Indian 
superintendents  under  the  present  law,  while  the 
section  in  question  ex[)ressly  reduced  the  number 
to  two.  He  read  from  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs,  recommending  the  increase 
of  the  superintendents  to  three.  The  section  pro- 
posed, however,  was  explicit,  and  fixed  it  at  two, 


and  limited  the  number  of  agents  to  nine,  and  of 
sub-agents  to  six. 

Mr.  STANTON,  remarking  that  he  did  not 
profess  to  be  very  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
Indian  affairs  of  the  country,  said  if  the  section 
were  so  framed  as  to  have  the  effect  indicated  by 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  he  should  not 
object  to  it  for  a  moment,  but  he  believed  that 
other  consequences  would  result  from  the  reduc- 
tion of  these  agencies.  We  knew  the  relations 
between  the  Chickasaws  and  Choclaws,  and  that 
the  attempt  to  amalgamate  them,  or  appoint  only 
one  agent  for  these  tribes,  would  be  received  as  a 
very  unfriendly  act  by  both  of  them,  which  would 
be  of  far  greater  disadvantage  to  us  as  well  as  the 
Indians  than  any  saving  which  would  be  effected. 
He  understood  that  the  deputation  from  both  these 
tribes — the  Chickasaws  and  Choctnws — as  well  as 
from  the  Seminoles  and  Cherokees,  were  in  the 
city,  and  strongly  protested  against  this  proposed 
action  of  the  House,  and  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate. 

The  feelings  and  desires  of  these  Indians,  whom 
we  had  removed  from  their  original  homes  and 
placed  in  a  new  country,  ought  to  some  extent  to 
be  respected.  The  saving  of  some  $10,(100  or 
$12,000  in  carrying  on  the  relations  between  these 
Indian  tribes  surely  was  of  too  small  importance  to 
induce  us  to  excite  the  least  unfriendly  feelings  on 
the  part  of  these  tribes.  He  did  not  know  that  the 
apprehensions  ofthe gentleman  from  Arkansas  were 
just;  he  could  not  say  that  the  reduction  of  these 
agencies — the  attempt  to  amalgamate  these  tribes — 
would  be  productive  of  war;  but  it  was  sufficient  for 
him  to  know  that  the  citizens  on  our  western  fron- 
tier, to  which  these  Indians  had  been  removed, 
entertained  serious  apprehensions  that  such  would 
be  the  result;  and  he  knew  it  not  merely  from  the 
gentleman  from  Arkansas,  but  from  his  own  per- 
sonal knowledge.  Every  gentleman  knew  that  the 
intercourse  of  these  agents  with  the  Indians  had 
a  beneficial  effect — a  tendency  to  keep  up  friendly 
feelings  on  their  part.  He  should  therefore  give 
his  vote  to  the  amendment  ofthe  Senate. 

Mr.  ROCKHILL  replied  to  the  remarks  of  his 
colleague  [Mr.  Thompson]  relative  to  the  case  of 
the  recall  of  the  license  of  the  Messrs.  Ewing  to 
trade  in  the  Indian  country,  and  stated  the  facts  of 
the  case,  showing  that  a  charge  had  been  made, 
and  the  case  thoroughly  investigated,  upon  evidence 
adduced  before  this  license  was  recalled.  He  had 
been  astonished  to  hear  his  colleague  make  the 
broad  assertion  that  these  gentlemen  had  been  driven 
out  ofthe  Indian  country  without  a  single  particle 
of  testimony,  but  upon  the  bare  assertion  of  a  single 
individual.  He  would  ask  his  colleague  whether 
he  had  not  some  personal  and  pecuniary  interest  in 
the  continuance  of  this  license?  The  gentleman 
certainly  must  have  understood  what  were  the  facts 
and  the  evidence,  and  he  thought  it  ill  became  him 
to  make  the  broad  assertion  he  had  made.  Evi- 
dence had  been  taken  and  the  case  was  reported 
by  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  in  a  docu- 
ment of  thirty-seven  closely-written  pages.  This 
document,  he  urged,  should  be  printed,  in  justice 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  to  the  su- 
perintendent, and  to  all  concerned. 

Mr.  VINTON  appeal  to  the  committee  to  take 
the  vote  on  this  amendment:  it  had  already  been 
fully  debated,  and  must  be  well  understood.  As 
there  was  another  amendment  which  would  neces- 
sarily give  rise  to  some  debate,  if  this  discussion 
was  to  be  continued,  he  should  be  compelled  to 
offer  a  resolution  in  the  House  to  terminate  the 
debate.  He  hoped  the  committee  would  at  once 
take  the  vote,  and  let  them  pass  on  to  the  other 
amendment  ofthe  Senate. 

Mr.  PHELPS  next  obtained  the  floor,  and  spoke 
at  some  length  on  the  questions  involved  in  this 
discussion,  opposing  the  reduction  both  of  agents 
and  the  salaries  of  agents. 

The  question  was  stated  on  agreeing  with  the 
Senate  in  their  fourteenth  amendment,  striking  out 
the  third  section  ofthe  bill,  and,  being  put,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 

So  the  14th  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  not 
concurred  in. 

The  15th  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  then 
read  as  follows: 

"  Sec.  — .  ^iid  he  it  further  enacted,  That  llic  Secretary 
of  War  cauf  e  to  be  ascertained  the  niinil)er  and  names  of 
such  indivitjuals  and  families,  ineliidlii!;  each  meml)cr  of 
every  fainiiy  of  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  that  re- 
mained in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  nl  the  time  of  the 
ratification  of  tlie  treaty  of  New  Echoui,  May  tweiity-tlirce. 


eigliteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  and  who  have  not  removed 
w<'!*t  of  the  Mississippi,  or  received  the  commutation  for 
removal  and  subsistence,  an^d  report  the  same  to  the  Secre- 
tary ofthe  Treasury;  whereupon  Itie  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury slial]  set  apart,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasury  not 
otiierwise  appropriated,  a  sum  equal  to  fifty-three  dollars 
and  thiriy-three  cents  for  each  individual  ascertained  as 
aforesaid,  and  that  he  cause  to  be  paid  to  every  sUL-h  indi- 
vidual, or  his,  or  her  legal  representative,  interest  at  the  rale 
of  six  prr  cent,  per  annum  on  such  per  capita,  from  the  said 
twenty-third  day  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  to 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  continue  annually 
thereaftei  said  payment  of  interest  at  the  rate  aforesaid. 

"  Sec.  — .  ^iid  be  it  furtlier  criactcil,  That  whenever, 
hereafter,  any  individual  or  individuals  of  said  Cherokee 
Indians  shall  desire  to  remove  and  join  the  tribe  west  of  Ihe 
Mississippi,  then  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  be  authorized 
to  withdraw  from  the  fund  set  apartas  aforesaid,  the  sum  of 
fifty-three  dollars  and  ihirly-three  cents,  and  the  interest 
due  and  unpaid  thereon,  and  apply  the  same,  or  such  pari 
thereof  as  shall  be  necessary,  to  the  removal  and  subsistence 
of  such  individual  or  individuals,  and  pay  the  remainder,  if 
any,  or  the  whole,  if  the  said  Indians,  or  any  of  them,  shall 
prefer  to  remove  themselves,  to  such  individuals  or  heads  of 
families,  upon  their  removal  west  ofthe  Mississippi  :  Pro- 
vided, That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  Congress, 
on  a  final  settlementof  the  questions  arising  under  the  treaty 
of  New  Echota,  from  charging  Ihe  sums  herein  required  to 
be  funded  or  paid  for  Ihe  benefit  ofthe  Cherokees  of  North 
Carolina,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  the  Cherokee  fund  under 
that  treaty,  if  Congress  sliall  find  it  just  and  proper  to  do 
so." 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  reported 
the  following  as  an  amendment  of  the  foregoing: 

"  Strike  out  all  of  both  sections  after  the  word  '  Indians' 
where  it  first  occurs,  in  the  fourth  line,  and  insert  the  fol- 
lowing, viz: 

"  Who  had  their  residence  east  of  the  Mississippi,  at  the 
date  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  New  Echota  of  May 
23,  1636,  and  who  have  not  removed  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
or  received  the  commutation  for  removal  and  subsistence, 
and  report  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury; 
whereu|)on  it  shall  be  theduty  of  the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treas- 
ury to  cause  to  be  deposited  in  the  trca-ury,  to  the  credit  of 
said  Indians,  out  of  the  unexpended  bnlaiice  of  the  Chero- 
kee fund,  under  said  treaty,  a  sum  equal  to  $53  33  for  each 
individual,  asceitained  as  aforesaid;  upon  which  amount 
interest  shall  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum  from  the  date  of  said  deposit. 

"Sec.  — .  Jind  be  it  further  enacted,.  That  whenever,  here- 
after, any  individual  or  individualsof  said  Cherokee  Indians 
shall  desire  to  remove  and  join  the  tribe  west  ofthe  Missis- 
sippi,then  the  Secretary  ot  War  shall  be  authorized  to  with- 
draw from  said  money,  so  deposited  as  aforesaid,  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  removal  and  subsistence 
of  such  individual  or  individuals  or  families  as  may  go  west 
ofthe  Mi-sissippi,  and  to  disburse  the  same,  so  that  the 
money  withdrawn  as  aforesaid  do  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
$53  33,  and  the  interest  due  thereon,  for  each  person  remov- 
ing as  aforesaid;  and  the  remainder  of  said  percapita,  if  any, 
and  the  interest  due  thereon,  shall  be  paid  to  each  of  said 
individuals  so  removed,  after  deducting  the  costs  of  such 
removal  and  subsistence.  And  the  Secretary  of  War  is  fur- 
ther authorized  to  pay  the  said  sum  of  $53  33,  in  money,  to 
any  of  the  said  Indians  who  shall  prefer  to  remove  him  or 
herself,  on  his  or  her  arrival  in  the  Indian  country  west  of 
the  Mississippi  river." 

The  question  was  stated  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate;  when 

Mr.  McILVAINE  spoke  at  length,  giving  a  de- 
tailed history  ofthe  treaty  negotiations  with  these 
Indians,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  CLINGMAN 
and  Mr.  BARRINGER,  in  explanation  ofthe  In- 
dian treaties,  and  of  the  amendments  proposed 
respectively  by  the  Senate  and  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  next  took  the 
floor,  and  spoke  with  much  earnestness  in  reply 
to  Messrs.  Ci.ingman  and  Barringer,  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate. 

Before  Mr.  H.  had  concluded  his  argument,  he 
yielded  to  a  motion  by  Mr.  Burt,  that  the  com- 
mittee rise. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  their  action  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  VINTON  rnoved  a  resolution  to  close  the 
debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Indian 
appropriation  bill  in  one  hour  after  the  committee 
shall  again  consider  said  bill  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.     Agreed  to. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  July  7,  1848. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  to  set  apart  and  sell  to  Asa 
Whitney,  of  New  York,  a  |)ortion  of  the  public 
lands  to  enable  him  to  construct  a  railroad  from 
Lake  Michigan  to  the  Pacific,  reported  back  the 
same  with  amendments. 

In  reporting  this  bill,  Mr.  Niles  briefly  alluded 
to  the  importance  of  the  measure  as  cotniccted  with 
the  public  interests.  In  a  i't^w  days  the  bill  would 
be  laid  on  the  tables  of  Senators,  and  he  invoked 
their  especial  attention  to  its  provisions.     He  gave 
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notice  that  he  should  call  it  up  during  the  morning 
hour  on  the  first  appropriate  occasion.  He  desired 
to  have  a  vote  without  debate,  as  he  presumed  that 
all  the  Senators  had  made  up  their  minds  upon  the 
Bubject.  He  expressed  the  opinion  that  a  careful 
examination  of  the  bill  would  do  more  to  make  it 
better  understood  than  any  debate. 

EXTRA  ALLOWANCE  TO    PAYMASTERS. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  tlie  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  bill  concerning  the  pay  department 
of  the  army. 

This  bill  authorizes  the  Paymaster  General  to 
allow  those  paymasters  who  have  been  employed 
in  the  payment  of  volunteers  during  the  war  with 
Mexico  a  commission  not  exceeding  one-half  of 
one  per  cent,  on  all  sum.s  disbursed,  as  he  shall 
deem  reasonable,  for  the  risk  and  labor  attending 
such  service,  provided  the  same  shall  not  exceed 
$1,000  per  annum  from  the  commencement  to  the 
close  of  the  war;  and  also  allowing  said  Paymaster 
General  at  his  discretion  to  allow  any  paymaster's 
clerk,  in  lieu  of  pay  now  allowed  by  law,  an  an- 
nual salary  of  !p700  per  annum. 

Mr.  Dix  would  be  gratified  if  the  Senate  would 
proceed  at  once  to  consider  the  bill. 

Mr.  .TOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  inquired  whether 
the  bill  did  not  involve  a  new  precedent,  and 
whether  one  of  a  similar  character  had  been  intro- 
duced at  the  close  of  the  preceding  war. 

Mr.  DIX  replied  that  he  was  not  sure  that  any 
bill  of  this  character  was  passed  at  the  close  of  the 
last  war;  but  there  had  been  a  bill  similar,  in  prin- 
ciple, at  the  close  of  what  was  denominated  the 
Black  Hawk  war. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  then  inquired  if  the  Senator 
from  New  York  could  give  any  statement  of  the 
amount  likely  to  be  involved  by  the  introduction 
of  such  a  bill,  and  what  the  pay  allowed  by  law  to 
that  class  of  officers  at  present  amounted  to. 

Mr.  DIX  adverted  to  the  fact  of  the  arduous 
duties  of  this  class  of  officers,  and  their  liability  to 
loss  in  the  discharge  of  their  trusts,  to  which  the 
best  of  them  had  been  subjected.  While  these 
officers  had  to  be  everywhere  with  the  troops,  ex- 
posed to  all  the  perils  of  war  and  climate,  they  ac- 
tually received  some  eight  hundred  dollars  less  than 
paymasters  employed  on  the  Atlantic  seaboard, 
and  had  actually  been  losers  by  their  appointment. 
The  Senator  would  perceive  from  looking  at  the 
bill  that  it  was  limited  in  amount,  beyond  which 
it  could  not  go,  to  wit:  the  half  of  one  per  centum 
on  all  moneys  disbursed,  in  no  instance  to  exceed 
the  sum  of  !fjl,000  per  year  from  the  lime  of  the 
war  to  its  close. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  asked  what  was  the  pay  of  these 
paymasters,  setting  aside  the  losses.? 

Mr.  DIX  said  it  was  the  pay  of  a  major  of  in- 
fantry. 

Mr.  BADGER  said  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  had  been  unanimously  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
and  expressed  his  opinion  of  its  entire  justice. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Dix  was  then  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  passed. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affiiirs,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  memorial 
of  citizens  of  Rochester,  New  York,  in  behalf  of 
the  Tonawaiida  band  of  Seneca  Indians. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ward  & 
Smith;  whi<',h  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Archi- 
bald Beard  and  twenty-one  otherTennessee  mount- 
ed volunteers,  with  an  amendment. 

Also,  from  the  same  Committee,  House  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  W.  Hockett,  without  amend- 
ment. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  Senate  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Bryan  Cnlla<;han. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUSK,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  this  bill;  but,  after  some  few  words, 
inlerposinE:  olijections  to  the  bill,  from  Messrs' 
UNDERWOOD  and  BRIGHT,  it  was  laid  on'lhe 
table  for  the  present — ayes  20,  noes  not  counted. 
BILLS   INTRODUCED  ON  LEAVE,  ETC. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
amend  an  act  in  relation  to  the  payment  of  claims- 
which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  DICKINSON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  hill 
to  amend  an  act  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 


States,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved  3d  March, 
1825;  and  an  act  authorizing  the  issue  of  treasury 
notes  or  loan,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved 
28th  January,  1847. 

MEXICAN   CLAIMS. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  desired  to  intro- 
duce a  resolution  calling  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  to  what  he  deemed  a  very  fialpable 
error  in  the  late  message  of  the  President,  relating 
to  the  liquidated  claims  of  our  citizens  against 
Mexico,  calculated  to  be  very  injurious  to  their 
interests. 

The  President  (said  Mr.  J.)  states  in  his  message, 
that  these  claims  are  to  be  liquidated  by  twenty  equal 
annual  instalments,  three  of  which  have  been  paid 
by  Mexico,  and  two  by  the  United  States,  leaving 
a  million  and  a  half  unliquidated.  For  this  un- 
liquidated amount,  he  recommends  an  appropri- 
ation to  be  made  out  of  the  treasury,  without  the 
issue  of  stock,  so  as  to  make  it  payable  out  of 
the  current  revenue.  Now,  it  would  be  seen,  on 
reference  to  the  proceedings  of  the  commissioners 
in  1839,  that  it  was  agreed  that  the  whole  of  these 
claims,  principal  and  interest,  should  be  paid  in 
five  years;  and  the  act  of  1843  confirmed  their  award, 
the  payments  being  by  instalments  every  three 
months,  making  twenty  quarterly  instead  of  an- 
nual payments;  so  that  the  whole  amount  is  due 
now.  The  mistake  of  the  President*  was  calcu- 
lated to  operate  injuriously  on  the  claimants,  many 
of  whom  were  citizens  of  Maryland.  He  would 
therefore  submit  the  following  resolution,  which 
he  hoped  would  be  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  and  agreed  to,  as 
follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committoe  on  Finance  be  insfriicied 
to  inquire  whatmeasurp.s  are  nece.^sary  to  secure  the  prompt 
payment  of  tlie  claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  which 
have  been  liciiiidated  and  decided  against  the  Mexican  Gov- 
ernment, and  which  are  now  due,  and  that  they  have  leave 
to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

SALARIES  OF  JUDGES. 

Mr.  MASON  desired  to  introduce  a  resolution 
directing  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  in- 
crease the  salary  of  the  judge  of  the  western  dis- 
trict of  Virs:inia.  Mr.  M.  spoke  of  the  great  in- 
crease of  the  duties  of  that  office,  owing  to  the 
additional  number  of  courts  that  had  been  estab- 
lished, and  their^xtended  terms,  &c. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  took  upon  himself  to  say,  in  the 
absence  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  that  if  the  Senator  would  so  modify  his 
resolution  as  to  make  it  a  matter  of  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  such  a  step,  instead  of  rendering 
it  obligatory,  the  committee  would  be  prepared  to 
give  the  subject  all  due  consideration. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  adverted  to  the  fact  that  there 
were  now  before  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
some  three  or  four  memorials  for  the  augmenta- 
tion of  the  salaries  of  different  judges,  and  he 
thought  this  subject  might  come  under  considera- 
tion with  the  rest.  Hie  would  have  no  objection 
to  the  resolution  if  modified  as  indicated  by  the 
Senator  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  MASON  then  modified  his  resolution,  and 
it  was  adopted,  as  follows: 

Renolved,  That  the  Onmmittee  on  the  Jtidiciary,  to  whom 
is  referred  House  bill  No.  290,  entitled  "An  act  to  chanse 
the  times  for  holding  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States 
for  the  western  district  of  Virginia,"  be  and  are  hereby  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency,  by  an  amendment 
to  said  hill,  to  incre.ase  the  salary  of  the  judge  of  said 
court,  in  consideration  of  the  additional  duties  devolved 
upon  him  by  the  increase  in  the  number  of  couitji  in  said 
district,  and  the  extension  of  their  respective  terms. 

Mr.  HALE  desired  to  offer  a  resolution  inquir- 
ing into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  salary  of 
the  district  judge  of  New  Hampshire,  which  at  the 
present  time  was  lower  than  any  other  in  the  State. 
The  salaries  of  the  State  judges  had  been  raised  by 
a  late  law. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  inquired  what  was  the  amount 
of  the  salary  of  the  State  judges.' 

Mr.  HALE  replied,  by  the  late  law  they  received 
some  |il,600  and  some  §1,800,  while  the  salary  of 
the  United  States  judge  was  only  §1,000.  Mr.  H. 
then  introduced  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  he  instruct- 

*  In  copying  the  President's  message,  an  error  occurred 
in  a  single  word,  by  Rubsliluting  "annual"  for  quarterly. 
The  President  states  the  sum  awarded  lo  our  claimants  un- 
di'r  the  Mexican  commission  at  $,-2,020,1.'!!)  f>t^.  wliicli  sum  is 
taken  from  tlie  awards  on  file  in  the  St.ile  I)(|i:utrii(nl,  and 
is  perfectly  correct.  He  adds:  "'J'his  sum  was  payable  in 
twenty  equal  annual  instalmenLa,"  as  copial,  whereas  it  is 
truly  stated  by  the  President  an  i/tuirterlij Union,  July  8. 


ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  salary  of 
the  district  judge  of  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  adverted  to  the 
fact  of  memorials  having  been  over  and  over  again 
presented  from  the  bar  of  New  Orleans  for  an  in- 
crease of  the  salary  of  the  judge  of  the  district  of 
Louisiana,  which  was  so  lioloViously  inadequate. 
On  his  motion  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  memorial  of  the  bar  of  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  praying  an  increase  of  the  salary  of  the  district 
judge  of  the  district  of  Louisiana,  presented  at  a  former  ses- 
sion, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  resolution  of  Mr.  M\son. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PHELPS, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  In- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  the  destruction  or  other  disposition  of  spurious  and  coun- 
terfeit treasury  notes  and  other  public  securities,  and  of 
spurious  and  counterfeit  plates  and  coins  and  implements 
for  making  the  same,  and  prevent  future  circulation  or  use. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PEARCE, 

Resolved,  That  1.50  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Regents  of 
the  Smithsonian  Institution,  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate, 
be  furnished  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Institution  for  the  use  of 
said  Institution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UPHAM,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  4lh  regiment  in  the  2d  brigade  of  the  3d 
division  of  the  Vermont  inilitia  for  services  in  the 
battle  of  Plattsburg;  which,  after  having  been  ex- 
plained atid  advocated  by  Mr.  U.,  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  was  subsequently  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  submission 
of  certain  claims  to  arbitration,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

OREGON  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGHT,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded lo  the  consideration  of  the  special  order, 
being  the  bill  to  establish  a  Territorial  Government 
in  Oregon;  when — 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  submitted 
by  Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi — 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia,  said,  that  although 
the  British  Parliament  was  considered  as  omnipo- 
tent, still  the  meanest  subject  was  protected  in  his 
property.  How  strange,  therefore,  must  it  ap- 
pear, that  the  American  Congress  should  be  en- 
ga£;ed  in  seriously  discussing  a  question  which 
affects  the  property  of  fifteen  of  the  States  of  the 
Union !  The  admission  of  the  right  of  Congress 
to  prohibit  slavery  implies  the  right  of  Congress 
to  establish  slavery.  And  what  would  be  thought 
if  the  fifteen  slaveholding  States  were  to  come 
forward  with  a  proposition  to  Congress  to  estab- 
lish slavery  in  the  Stales  in  which  it  does  not 
now  exist?  Or,  if  it  was  proposed  to  prohibit 
any  citizen  of  the  free  States  from  entering  a  slave- 
holding  State  with  his  property,  would  not  the 
right  of  Congress  to  interfere  be  denied?  He 
looked  on  the  present  question  as  a  question  of 
power,  in  which  the  numerical  strength  of  the  free 
States  was  to  be  arrayed  ajjainst  the  feebleness  of 
the  South.  In  this  condition,  the  South  has  only 
to  say,  "We  stand  still;  we  have  not  the  power  to 
resist."  The  South  invokes  the  free  States  to  stay 
their  hands,  and  to  yield  obedience  to  the  mandates 
of  the  Constitution. 

He  referred  to  the  restricted  nature  of  our  Gov- 
ernment, and  quoted  from  the  authorities,  to  show 
the  extent  of  the  powers  of  Congress  in  reference 
to  the  Territories.  He  regarded  the  word  "terri- 
tory" in  the  Constitution  as  meaning  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  land.  Congress  had  a  right  to  pro- 
tect this  property,  to  cause  surveys  to  be  made, 
and  to  establish  judicial  districts  and  courts  to  try 
criminals  who  may  commit  offences  against  the 
property.  Beyond  these  powers,  he  thought, 
Congress  could  not  go.  Wherever  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  intended  to  confer  exclusive  legis- 
lation, they  inserted  in  the  Constitution  proper 
terms  to  express  that  intention.  The  power  of 
Congress  to  establish  territorial  governments,  al- 
though it  had  been  denied  by  some,  he  would  be 
willing  to  admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument.  But 
if  Congress  had  the  power,  it  must  use  it  in  refer- 
ence to  its  character  as  a  trust — it  must  act  as  a 
mere  agent.  The  territory  is  the  property  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  not  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States.  If  Congress  had  the  power  to  dis- 
tribute the  public  lands  among  the  several  States, 
and  were  to  do  so,  would  it  be  tolerated  if  Congress 
were  to  give  a  portion  of  this  land  free,  while  it 
clogged  another  with  the  condition  that  no  slave 
should  be  there?    Yet  the  principle  was  the  same 
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in  this  case  as  in  the  effort  to  prohibit  slavery  in 
the  Territories. 

Gentlemen  had  referred  to  former  legislation  on 
the  subject,  and  had  brought  forward  precedents 
to  throw  their  light  on  our  path.  He  examined 
sime  of  these  precedents,  in  order  to  show  that 
they  did  not  aid  the  purposes  of  those  who  had 
brought  them  forward.  He  stated  that  Mr.  Dane, 
of  Massachusetts,  not  Mr.  Jefferson,  was  the  au- 
thor of  the  restrictive  clause  in  the  ordinance  of 
1787;  so  that  all  the  weight  supposed  to  attach  to 
it  from  the  name  of  Jefferson  fell  to  the  ground. 
Having  been  adopted  before  the  existence  of  the 
present  Constitution,  the  ordinance  could  not  prop- 
erly be  quoted  as  a  legislative  precedent  under  our 
Constitution.  He  did  not  doubt  that  any  of  the 
great  States  had  the  right  to  establish  slavery 
within  their  limits;  yet,  under  this  ordinance  of 
1787,  the  United  States  could  not  establish  slavery 
within  their  territories.  Looking  at  the  ordinance 
as  a  compromise,  neither  parly  to  such  compro- 
mise parted  with  any  of  its  respective  rights.  He 
had  carefully  exaimined  all  the  acts  which  had 
been  relied  on  to  prove  the  power  of  Congress  over 
slavery,  and  had  found  that,  in  part,  they  related 
to  the  powers  exercised  by  Congress  under  the 
clause  relating  to  commerce.  Their  only  connec- 
tion with  the  subject  was  in  relation  to  the  traffic 
of  slaves. 

As  to  the  judicial  decisions  which  had  been  also 
relied  on,  he  coincided  in  the  lucid  views  thrown 
out  by  his  colleague  [Mr.  Berrien]  on  the  sub- 
ject, regarding  them  as  having  no  bearing  on  the 
question.  There  never  had  been  a  soleinn  decis- 
ion that  Congress  had  the  power  to  exercise  the 
right  of  excluding  slavery  from  the  Territories. 

He  construed  the  principles  laid  down  by  the 
Baltimore  Convention  as  his  colleague  did.  It  was 
intended  to  convey  the  distinct  opinion  that  Con- 
gress has  no  power  to  interfere  with  the  question 
of  slavery  in  the  Territories.  He  referred  to  the 
history  of  the  Convention  to  sustain  him  in  this 
view — to  the  course  of  Mr.  Forman,  of  Georgia, 
Mr.  Yancey,  and  others,  who  asserted  their  im- 
pression to  be  that  the  principles  of  the  platform 
covered  all  the  ground  of  the  non-interference  of 
Congress  with  the  question  of  slavery  in  the  Ter- 
ritories. He  had  great  confidence  in  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  believed  that  on  its  integrity  de- 
pended the  settlement  of  this  question  in  a  way 
which  would  prevent  the  dissolution  of  the  Union. 
He  referred  to  the  apostacy  of  Mr.  Van  Baren,  for 
whom  the  South  sacrificed  herself  in  1840,  and  to 
the  conduct  of  some  few  of  the  party  who  had  con- 
sented to  become  his  minions,  with  great  severity. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
brought  up  the  question,  whether  Congress  had 
the  right  to  interfere  on  the  question  of  the  transfer 
of  slaves  from  one  Territory  to  another.  He 
maintained  that  Congress  had  reserved  the  power 
of  the  veto  over  the  laws  of  a  Territory;  so  that 
if  a  Territory  should  pass  a  law  excluding  slaves 
from  a  Territory,  it  would  not  be  valid  until  it 
had  received  the  sanction  of  Congress.  He  held 
that  the  Constitution  had  as  effectually  precluded 
Congress  from  abolishing  slavery,  as  it  had  ex- 
cluded the  assumption  of  titles  of  nobility. 

Mr.  MANGUM  havingjiutthequestion,  whether 
General  Cass  does  not  assert  that  the  people  of  the 
Territories  have  the  right  to  regulate  slavery  within 
their  limits,  and  that  Congress  had  no  power  over 
the  question  ? — 

Mr.  JOHNSON  resumed,  referring  to  the  letter 
of  General  Cass  to  show  that  he  had  not  conceded 
any  right  in  the  people  of  the  Territories  to  regu- 
late the  subject,  but  that  he  was  willing,  as  a  matter 
of  policy,  to  leave  it  to  be  regulated  by  any  new 
Territories. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  that  General  Cass  seemed 
to  have  no  opinions  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said  that  was  precisely  the 
situation  of  the  South.  She  desired  no  interference, 
but  that  she  should  be  let  alone.  He  wished  to 
Itnow  General  Taylor's  opinions. 

Mr.  MANGUM  could  not  give  them.  But  if 
General  Taylor  should  write  a  dissertation  on  the 
subject,  he  would  inform  the  Senator  that  itwould 
be  so  plain  that  any  one  might  understand  it.  He 
asked,  supposing  a  North  Carolinian  went  into  a 
Territory  with  a  slave — into  California  or  New 
Mexico,  which  he  understood  to  have  been  always 
free — who  was  to  judge  of  the  fact  whether  the 
slave  was  property  or  not? 

Mr.  JOHNSON  referred  to  the  condition  of  the 


Mexican  territories  to  show  that  the  prohibition  o 
slavery  is  a  political  law  there,  and  read  an  extract 
from  a  judicial  decision  to  prove  from  the  laws  of 
nations,  that  a  political  law  is  changed,  when  by 
conquest,  or  otherwise,  territory  is  transferred  from 
one  country  to  another.  If  a  Carolinian  were  to 
go  into  these  territories  with  his  slaves,  his  prop- 
erty in  these  slaves  would  be  recognized  complete- 
ly there.  He  stated  that  he  intended  to  vote  for  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi. 

He  asked  what  great  view  of  public  policy,  what 
law  of  humanity,  demanded  that  slavery  should  be 
prohibited  in  the  law  constituting  a  Territorial 
Government.'  He  did  not  see  how  the  interests  of 
policy  or  humanity  were  likely  to  be  promoted 
by  the  adoption  of  such  a  principle,  but  he  saw 
clearly  how  both  these  interests  must  suffer.  The 
North  will  not  receive  the  slave  on  any  terms  of 
political  equality;  he  is  not  permitted  to  vote,  he  is 
not  elevated  socially;  on  the  contrary,  he  is  more 
degraded  than  even  in  the  southern  States.  He  went 
into  an  exposition  of  the  fallacy  which  laid  down 
the  slave  power  as  a  power  which  was  to  be  dread- 
ed and  opposed,  contending  that  it  would  not  pro- 
duce a  single  representative  of  the  slaves.  He 
invoked  the  Senate  to  take  a  calm  and  deliberate 
view  of  all  the  bearings  of  this  important  question. 
He  denied  the  power  of  Congress  to  legislate  on 
the  subject;  and  if  Congress  attempted  to  legislate 
for  the  Union,  he  would  stand  here  to  oppose,  so 
long  as  he  could  utter  a  sound,  or  move  a  muscle 
of  his  frame.  The  South  had  expected  that  the  ques- 
tion was  settled  by  the  Missouri  compromise,  and 
that  the  subject  would  never  again  be  stirred.  The 
South  had  fulfilled  her  pledge,  and  had  remained 
satisfied.  But  it  was  notorious  that  in  the  North 
abolitionism  had  sprung  up  and  spread  itself,  and 
the  compromise  had  lost  its  hold.  The  olive  branch 
had  frequently  been  tendered  by  the  South,  but  it 
had  as  often  been  refused  by  the  North,  as  was  evi- 
dent by  facts  which  he  referred  to  in  the  legislative 
action  of  Congress,  to  show  that  the  North  had 
uniformly  acted  against  the  South. 

Mr.  FOOTE  reminded  the  Senatorfrom  Georgia, 
that  their  northern  friends  had  stood  by  the  inter- 
ests of  the  South,  in  resisting  the  Wilmot  proviso. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said  he  had  not  the  least  in- 
tention to  say  anything  which  could  evince  unkind- 
ness  to  the  North.  He  admitted  there  had  been 
occasions  when  the  North  had  stood  forward  in 
behalf  of  the  South.  But  he  did  not  thank  the 
Nortli  for  offering  them  the  Wilmot  proviso. 

Mr.  HALE  asked  if  he  understood  the  Senator 
from  Georgia,  as  denying  the  power  of  Congress 
to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.' 

Mr.  JOHNSON  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  HALE  replied  that  in  that  case,  as  relates 
to  the  District  of  Columbia,  it  was  at  least  the  duty 
of  Congress  to  undo  what  had  been  done  in  this 
District.  If  the  United  States  Government  carries 
slavery  wherever  it  goes,  he  wished  to  know  what 
kind  of  slavery  we  take  with  us — whether  Dela- 
ware, or  Maryland,  or  New  Jersey,  or  Georgia 
slavery?  He  denounced  the  monstrous  doctrines 
on  slavery  which  he  had  heard  this  day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts, 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  then  passed 
over  until  to-morrow. 

TERRITORIES. 

Mr.  BUTLER  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  his  motion  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  two  additional  members  to  the  Committee 
on  Territories.  Some  very  important  business  had 
been  devolved  on  this  committee  by  the  recent 
message  of  the  President.  Some  of  the  members 
of  the  committee  were  absent,  and  he  was  not  will- 
ing that  all  the  increased  business  and  its  respon- 
sibility should  fall  on  him. 

Mr.  HALE  thought  the  question,  was  of  too 
much  importance  to  be  disposed  of  when  the  Sen- 
ate was  thin.  He  suggested  the  propriety  of  suf- 
fering the  motion  to  lie  over,  that  it  might  be  taken 
up  to-morrow,  in  the  morning  hour,  when  the  Sen- 
ate would  be  full. 

Mr.  DAVIS  expressed  a  hope  that  the  motion 
would  not  be  agreed  to,  and  that  the  subject  pre- 
sented in  the  President's  message  would  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BREESE  expressed  a  hope  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  would  be  increased  by  two 
additional  members.  He  referred  to  the  history 
of  the  Committee  on  Territories,  and  stated  that 


previous  to  its  organization,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee had  charge  of  the  Territories. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  said,  this  was  the  first  time 
that  he  had  heard  it  intimated  that  the  Committee 
on  Territories  was  an  inappropriate  committee  for 
the  preparation  of  the  business  relating  to  the  Ter- 
ritories. There  was  no  need  to  call  in  the  learning 
of  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  regulate  these  mat- 
ters. The  simplest  of  all  bills  were  those  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  Territorial  Governments,  the  forms 
of  which  could  be  found  on  our  statute  books. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  stated,  that  under  an  impres- 
sion that  the  question  relating  to  the  government 
of  the  new  territories  involved  some  important  con- 
siderations, he  had  yesterday  moved  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  select  committee  by  ballot.  He 
would  not  persist  in  that  motion,  as  he  had  not 
been  backed  by  his  friends.  It  was  not  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery  only  to  which  he  had  reference. 
There  was  the  claim  of  Texas  to  a  boundary  em- 
bracing all  the  territory  of  New  Mexico  to  be  con- 
sidered, which  was  very  important. 

Mr.  RUSK  replied  that  this  claim  had  been  es- 
tablished by  the  consent  of  Mexico  and  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  FOOTE  said  that  in  looking  over  the  list  of 
committees,  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  were  all  learned,  astute,  and  sound,  and  he 
thought  it  would  be  very  discourteous  to  take  the 
subject  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories. 

Mr.  BUTLER  explained  his  motion,  stating, 
that  as  the  committee  was  now  constituted,  too 
much  responsibility  would  be  thrown  on  him. 

Mr.  RUSK  said  he  should  vote  against  the  mo- 
tion, as  it  was  his  desire  that  a  special  committee 
should  be  raised  to  take  charge  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  referred  to  the  absence  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Territories,  [Mr. 
Douglas,]  and  the  uncertainty  of  his  return  during 
the  residue  of  the  session.  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  used 
every  exertion  m  his  power  to  press  forward  the 
bills  reported  by  the  committee;  but  he  thought 
the  labor  would  be  too  great  unless  some  additional 
members  were  appointed. 

Mr.  DAYTON  urged  the  propriety  of  passing 
over  the  subject  until  to-morrow.  Many  Senators 
had  left  the  Chamber,  not  expecting  that  business 
of  moment,  coming  properly  within  the  morning 
hour,  would  be  called  up  at  this  hour  of  the  day. 

Mr.  BUTLER  said  he  had  given  notice  in  the 
morning  of  his  intention  to  call  it  up  after  the  de- 
bate on  the  Oregon  bill. 

Mr.  DAYTON  presumed  that  the  Senators  who 
had  gone  away  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  regard 
a  notice  to  do  what  would  be  out  of  order.  He 
wished  the  subject  to  be  considered  when  the  Sen- 
ate was  full,  as  it  seemed  to  involve  matters  of 
some  importance.  He  moved  that  the  Senate  ad- 
journ; which  was  agreed  to — ayes  22,  noes  19;  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  July  8,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  to  recommit  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs  the  bill  of  the  House  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  supplemental  to  an 
act  entitled  'An  act  providing  for  the  prosecution 
of  the  existing  war  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Republic  of  Mexico,'  "  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, together  with  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
thereto. 

Mr.  B.  said  that  he  perceived  from  the  papers 
that  the  President  (by  what  authority  Mr.  B.  did 
not  pretend  to  know)  had  directed  that  the  officers 
whose  term  of  service  would  by  law  expire  on  the 
termination  of  the  war,  should  continue  in  com- 
mission until  the  20th  instant:  as  that  would  allow 
ample  time  for  the  necessary  deliberation,  he  would 
now  move  that  the  bill  from  the  ^Iilitary  Com- 
mittee be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  hoped  the  motion  would  pre- 
vail, and  that  the  bill  misjht  be  so  amended  as  to 
allow  to  all  officers  and  privates  of  the  army  three 
months'  extra  pay,  and  providing. that  the  law 
passed  forraisingan  additional  tnilitary  force  might 
be  carried  fully  out.  If  the  third  section  of  the 
bill  as  it  came  from  the  Senate  should  pass,  he 
hoped  the  second  would  be  stricken  out. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Botts  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill  recommitted  accordingly. 
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Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  discharge  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Wliole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  from  Sen- 
ate bill  renewing  certain  naval  pensions  for  the 
term  of  five  years,  and  extending  the  benefits  of 
existing  laws  respecting  naval  pensions  to  engi- 
neers, firemen,  and  coal-heavers  in  the  navy,  and 
to  their  widows. 

The  reading  of  the  bill  was  called  for;  it  not 
being  at  hand — 

Mr.  CONGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  which  was  referred  the  resolution  relative 
to  printing  10,000  copies  e.xtra  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  on  the  graduation,  re- 
duction, and  disposition  of  the  public  domain, 
reported  the  following  resolution,  which  was  read 
and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  10,000  copies  e.xtra  of  said  report  be 
printed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  resolution  relative  to  printing  the  re- 
ports of  the  majority  and  minority  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Expenditures  on  the  subject  of 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
finances,  reported  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Resofved,  That  e.xtra  copies  of  neither  of  said  reports  be 
printed. 

The  bill  of  the  Senate  renewing  certain  naval 
pensions,  &c.,  having  been  brought  to  the  Clerk's 
table — 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  question  on  dis- 
charging the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  staled 
above. 

Mr.  BURT  called  for  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  there  was  no  regu- 
lar order  of  business  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays 
except  private  business,  and  there  was  none  of  that 
character  on  the  Speaker's  table  which  could  be 
put  before  the  House  at  this  time. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  private  calendar.  The  motion  was 
rejected. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Root,  of  Ohio,  in  the  chair,)  and 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  current  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling 
treaty  stipulations  with  the  various  Indian  tribes 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1849. 

The  question  pending  was  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  the  15th  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
and  heretofore  published. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,of  Alabama,  being  entitled  to 
the  floor,  concluded  the  remarks  commenced  by 
hiin  yesterday,  which  consumed  his  allotted  hour. 

Mr.  GENTRY  spoke  with  great  earnestness  in 
favor-of  concurring  with  the  Senate's  amendment 
in  favor  of  the  North  Carolina  Cherokee  Indians; 
arguing  that  on  all  principles  of  equity  and  of  nation- 
al law  the  treaty  of  New  Echota  should  be  so  inter- 
preted as  to  allow  to  those  Indians  the  sum  provi- 
ded for  the  removal  and  subsistence  of  such  of  the 
tribe  as  removed  west  of  the  Mississippi,  on  the 
ground  that  whether  the  words  of  the  treaty,  if 
made  with  a  foreign  Power,  would  in  strictness  of 
law  bear  that  construction  or  not,  yet  the  treaty 
having  been  so  e.xplained  to  the  Indians  by  our 
commissioner,  and  they  having  so  understood  it, 
it  ou^ht  to  be  carried  out  according  to  their  under- 
standing of  it.  And  if  the  allowance  of  the  princi- 
pal should  be  made,  then  the  interest  since  accruing 
would  follow  of  rourse. 

Mr.  TIIO.VirSON,  of  Indiana,  made  some  re- 
marks in  reply  to  Mr.  Rockiiill  in  relation  to 
certain  licensed  Indian  traders  who  were  driven 
from  the  Indian  country  by  the  Indian  agent. 

The  hour  allotted  fordeluito  having  expired,  the 
(|uestion  was  slated  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Comrniltee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  when — 

Mr.  VINTON,  who  was  entitled  to  an  hour  in 
closing  the  deljate,  went  into  a  full  explanation  of 
his  own  imderstanding  of  the  whole  subject  of  the 
treaty;  the  policy  in  which  it  originated;  the  end.s 
it  waH  intended  to  secure,  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  originally  proposed,  and  in  what  shape  it 
wa.-?  finally  ratified,  fie  contended  that  the  jiolicy 
of  General  Jackson,  and  those  who  supported  him, 


having  been  to  effect  the  removal  of  the  Indians 
from  all  the  States  where  they  were  settled  to  new 
territory  west  of  the  Mississippi,  the  provision  for 
the  expense  of  their  removal,  and  for  their  sub- 
sistence in  their  new  homes  for  one  year,  had  been 
inserted  in  the  treaty  to  furnish  an  inducement  to 
their  assent  to  the  removal.  Some  of  the  Indians 
refused  to  go,  and  great  difficulty  arose  in  finally 
effecting  the  object  in  view.  To  allow  the  same 
amount  to  those  tribes  or  individuals  who  refused 
to  remove  as  was  given  to  those  who  did,  was,  in 
effect,  to  offer  a  premium  for  refusal,  and  by  such 
a  proceeding  the  Government  was  effectually  coun- 
teracting and  defeating  its  own  policy.  Perceiv- 
ing this,  the  treaty,  before  its  final  ratification,  had 
been  altered;  the  clause  providing  the  cost  of  re- 
moval and  subsistence  to  Indians  (such  as  those 
in  North  Carolina)  who  did  not  remove  was 
stricken  out,  and  in  place  of  it  was  a  provision 
that  those  who  remained  should  receive,  in  com- 
mon with  those  who  went,  an  allowance,  per 
capita,  out  of  a  certain  Indian  fund  in  the  Treas- 
ury, after  certain  charges  on  that  fund  had  first 
been  deducted.  He,  therefore,  argued  against  the 
Senate's  amendment, as  contrary  both  to  the  terms 
and  policy  of  the  treaty. 

He  then  explained  an  amendment  which  was 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
which  provided  in  substance  that  a  fund  should 
be  set  apart  and  kept  in  the  treasury,  so  that 
whenever  any  of  these  Indians  concluded  to  re- 
move, they  should  receive  the  full  amount  of  re- 
moval and  subsistence  as  stipulated  in  the  treaty; 
and  meanwhile  to  pay  them  the  interest  on  their 
per  capita  share  of  the  Indian  fund. 

Mr.  V.  having  concluded  his  remarks — 

The  question  was  stated  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  the  15th  amendment  of  the  Senate; 
when — 

Mr.  CLINGM  AN  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  by  striking  out  the  proviso  in 
the  4th  and  last  section,  which  is  as  follows: 

Provided,  That  nothinj;  herein  contained  shall  prevent 
Congress,  on  a  final  settlement  of  the  questions  arising 
under  the  treaty  of  New  Echota,  from  charging  the  sums 
herein  required  to  be  funded  or  paid  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Cherokees  of  North  Carolina,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  the 
Cherokee  fund  under  that  treaty,  if  Congress  shall  find  it 
just  and  proper  to  do  so. 

And  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 
ProvitJcd,  Thai  the  amount  herein  required  to  be  fund- 
ed for  the  benefit  of  the  said  Cherokees  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  the  amount  required  to  be  paid  to  them,  shall  be 
charged  to  the  general  Cherokee  fund,  under  the  treaty  of 
New  Echota,  and  shall  be  reimbursed  therefrom. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

The  count  was  had  by  tellers,  and  there  were — 
ayes  71,  noes  7G. 

So  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  (the  two  sections,)  and,  being 
put,  it  was  decided  by  tellers  in  the  affirmative — 
ayes  77,  noes  60. 

So  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  agreed  to. 

All  the  amendments  to  the  Indian  appropriation 
bill  having  been  acted  on,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  the  bill  as  amended  to  the  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  amend  the  15th  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  by  striking  out  all  after  the 
word  "  Indians,"  where  it  fii'st  occurs, and  inserting 
the  substitute  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  also  moved  the  previous  question. 

After  suggestions  and  inquiries  by  various  mem- 
bers, the  previous  question  was  seconded;  and 
under  the  operation  thereof,  the  first  thirteen  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  (which  were  concurred  in  by 
the  Cominittee  of  the  Whole)  were  read  and  agreed 
to  by  the  House  without  a  division. 

The  question  was  stated  on  the  14th  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  which  strikes  out  the  third  section 
of  the  bill. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  disagreed  to  this 
amendment. 

The  question  being  put  on  agreeing  to  the  Sen- 
ate's said  amendment,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  in  the  negative — yens  C8,  nays  109. 

So  the  House  refused  to  strike  out  the  tliird  sec- 
tion. 


The  15th  amendment  of  the  Senate,  which  adds 
two  sections,  was  read,  and  the  amendment  thereto 
reported  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  (Mr. 
Clingman's  proviso)  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Vinton  to  the 
15th  amendment  of  the  Senate,  viz:  to  strike  out 
all  after  the  word  "  Indians,"  where  it  first  occurs, 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  amendment  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  was  read; 
and  the  question  being  put  on  agreeing  thereto,  it 
was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays — • 
yeas  75,  nays  94. 

The  question  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the  15th 
amendment  of  the  Senate  as  amended,  and  being 
put,  was  agreed  to  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  94, 
nays  71. 

The  17th  and  last  amendment  of  the  Senate,  (a 
new  section,)  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  was  then  read  and  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

Mr.  CLINGMAI^moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  15th  amendment  of  the  Senate  was 
agreed  to. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  moved  that  a 
committee  of  conference  on  the  part  of  the  House 
to  meet  a  similar  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate  be  appointed  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill. 

The  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifications  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1849,  asked  leave  to  report  the  same  back  to  the 
House.     Objected  to. 

The  following  bills  of  the  Senate,  lying  on  the 
Speaker's  table,  were  taken  up,  read  twice,  and 
referred  to  appropriate  comntiittees: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gamaliel  Taylor  (late  mar- 
shal of  Indiatia)  and  his  securities. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  W.  Wynn. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  David  Wilkinson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  H.  Fredieu,  M.  Vercher, 
C.  Sanmiguel,  P.  U.  Gagnon,  V.  Carbanaux,  and 
F.  Harbo,  of  Louisiana. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Taylor. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Wall, 
deceased. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Moses  White. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Columbus  Alexander  and 
Theodore  Barnard. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  D.  A.  Watterston. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Gibson. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  G.  Carson. 

A  bill  concerning  the  Pay  department  of  the 
army. 

A  bill  for  the  payment  of  the  4lh  regiment  in  the 
2d  brigade  of  the  3d  division  of  the  Vermont  mili- 
tia for  services  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburg. 

A  bill  to  allow  subsistence  to  certain  Arkansas 
and  other  volunteers  who  have  been  prisoners  of 
war  in  Mexico. 

A  resolution  in  reference  to  the  next  census. 

The  Senate  bill  to  extend  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  providing  for  the  adjustment  of  all  suspended 
pi-eemption  land  claims  in  the  several  Slates  and 
Territories,"  approved  August  3,  1846,  was  read 
three  times  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SIMPSON  asked  leave  to  make  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  objected  to 
the  reception  of  any  re[)ort  out  of  order. 

Mr.  McLANE  gave  notice,  under  the  rule,  that 
on  some  subsequent  day  he  would  bring  in  a  joint 
resolution  for  the  erection  of  the  Territories  of  Ore- 
gon, California,  and  New  Mexico  into  States  for 
admission  into  the  Union,  and  providing  for  the 
organization  and  admission  of  other  States  formed 
out  of  the  Territories  of  said  States  of  Oregon, 
California,  and  New  Mexico,  upon  certain  terms 
and  conditions. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


PETITIONS. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  under  the  rule  and 
referred  : 

ny  Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania:  The  petition  of  the 
legal  P'presenlatives  of  Major  L.  P.  Montgomery. 

By  Mr.  PAI.FKKY  :  The  petition  of  James  T.  Woodbury, 
of  Acton,  Mussachuselts,  and. 5r)  others,  praying  for  tlie  re- 
peal of  the  franking  privilege  and  the  reducutlon  of  letter 
postage. 
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IN  SENATE. 
Saturday,  July  8,  1848. 
Mr.  DIX  presented  a  memorial  from   Samuel 
Colman,  proposing  to  prepare  a  general  index  of 
all  the  Congressional  documents. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  BELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  joint  resolution  allowing  the  proper 
accounting  officers  of  the  treasury  to  make  a  just 
and  fair  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the  Cherokee 
nation  of  Indians  according  to  the  principles  estab- 
lished by  the  treaty  of  August,  1846. 

The  joint  resolution  having  been  read  a  first 
time — 

Mr.  BELL  asked  the  Senate  to  take  up  the  joint 
resolution  for  consideration  at  this  time.  He  ex- 
plained the  difficulties  which  had  arisen  in  the  ad- 
justment of  the  amount  appropriated  under  the 
treaty  of  1846,  by  which  the  Government  had  laid 
down  certain  principles  on  which  the  settlement 
should  be  based.  There  had  been  great  difficulty 
•in  coming  to  an  understanding  with  the  three  par- 
ties among  the  Cherokees — the  old  settlers,  the 
treaty,  and  the  Ross  or  anti-treaty  party.  The 
commissioner  had  reported  a  mode  in  which  he 
thought  the  settlement  could  be  made.  But  the 
Indians  have  protested  against  the  equity  and  jus- 
tice of  that  mode.  The  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, without  sustaining  the  views  of  either  of  the 
parties,  have  come  to  a  conclusion  to  recommend 
to  the  Senate  that  the  matter  be  referred  to  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  as  it  is  believed  that 
he  will  be  able  to  come  to  an  accurate  conclusion 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  asked  if  it  was  intended  by 
the  committee  to  reject  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioner ? 

Mr.  BELL  replied  that  the  joint  resolution  was 
not  intended  to  give  a  negative  to  the  report.  It 
does  not  interfere  with  the  report  in  any  way. 
There  was  a  difficulty  as  to  assigning  the  proper 
proportions  to  the  different  heads.  Everything 
was  intended  to  be  submitted  to  the  Comptroller.  It 
was  not  intended  to  involve  any  expenditure  so  far 
as  he  knew.  The  only  object  was  to  determine 
how  the  balance  should  be  distributed. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  deeming  the  matter  of  more 
importance  than  appeared  on  the  face  of  the  reso- 
lution,  suggested  the  propriety  of  laying  the  sub- 
ject over  for  further  consideration. 

The  joint  resolution  was  therefore  passed  over 
informally. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  reported  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  certain 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States 
of  America  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  of  the  22d 
February,  1848. 

[The  first  section  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  pay  the  certificates  issued  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States  undCr  the  act  of  September  1, 
1841. 

The  2d  section  provides  that  the  claims  adjudi- 
cated by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  appointed 
under  the  convention  of  April  11,  1839,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  umpire,  and  which  were  not  decided 
by  him,  but  returned  to  said  board  on  the  25th  of 
February,  1842,  shall  be  considered  as  adjudicated; 
and  the  sums  awarded  in  favor  of  said  claimants, 
respectively,  and  reported  to  said  umpire,  together 
with  the  interest  on  the  same,  be  paid  to  said  claim- 
ants, or  their  representatives. 

Section  3  provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  board 
of  three  commissioners  to  examine  all  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  upon  the  Republic  of 
Mexico  provided  for  by  the  treaty. 

Sections  4  and  5  relate  to  details. 

Section  6  fixes  the  salaries  of  the  commissioners 
at  $3,000;  of  the  secretary  at  |2,000;  and  of  the 
clerk  at  :ftl,500. 

Section  7  provides  that  claims  shall  be  paid  in 
certificates  of  stock  of  the  United  States,  and  re- 
deemable at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government,  or  in 
money,  at  the  option  of  the  United  States. 

Section  8  provides  that  the  board  shall  terminate 
its  business  m  two  years  from  its  organization.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOOTE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Conuiiitti"e  on  the  Judiciary  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  requiring  marshals, 
clerks,  and  district  attorneys,  in  all  criminal  oases,  to  make 
reports  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  as  in  civil  cases; 
and  also  as  to  the  propriety  of  requiring  said  odtcers,  on  the 
settlement  of  their  respective  accounts  with  the  Treasury, 
to  have  their  lees,  costs,  and  charges  allowed  and  paid  it) 
them. 


THE  COMMITTEE  ON  TERRITORIES. 

Mr.  BUTLER  moved  to  resume  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday,  being  the  motion  made  by 
him  to  increase  the  Committee  on  the  Territories 
to  seven  members. 

Mr.  DAVIS  hoped  some  reason  would  be  as- 
signed for  the  motion. 

Mr.  BUTLER  said  there  were  but  three  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  in  the  habit  of  attending  the 
meetings.  There  was  some  important  business 
now  referred  to  the  committee,  and  he  hoped  these 
additional  members  would  be  given. 

Mr.  DAYTON  thought  the  subject  should  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Territories,  and  not  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee.  As  to  the  additional  mem- 
bers, he  thought  it  unnecessary.  Business  was 
not  expedited  by  having  a  numerous  committee. 
Experience  rather  justified  a  different  conclusion. 
There  were  but  three  Territories,  and  he  presumed 
only  one  bill  would  be  prepared. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  suggested,  as  a  point  of  or- 
der, that  a  rule  of  the  Senate  could  not  be  changed 
by  a  mere  vote  of  a  majority. 

Mr.  BUTLER  said  similar  changes  had  hereto- 
fore been  made  on  motion.  Two  members  had 
been  added  to  the  Naval  Committee.  He  repeated 
that  important  business  was  before  the  committee. 

The  CHAIR  decided  against  the  point  of  order, 
and  stated  that  the  motion  was  in  order. 

Mr.  BADGER  asked  on  what  day  the  order 
was  made  referring  this  matter  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary? 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  was  made  on  the  6th. 

Mr.  BREESE  read  the  rule  of  the  Senate  re- 
garding the  functions  of  the  committees,  to  show 
that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  was  the  proper 
one. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  considered  the 
Committee  on  Territories,  as  its  name  seemed  to 
imply,  to  be  the  proper  committee.  To  this  com- 
mittee belongs  the  duty,  not  only  of  organizing  a 
Territorial  Government,  but  of  attending  to  the 
business  of  the  Territories  generally.  He  asked 
if  it  was  known  what  opinions  were  entertained 
by  the  members  of  the  committee,  and  whether  on 
this  ground  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  had  been  made?  He  thought  it  might  be 
best  for  the  committee  to  try  the  experiment  before 
additional  members  were  given.  If  more  strength 
should  be  required,  it  can  be  given  when  the  com- 
mittee shall  find  it  necessary.  If  there  was  a  dis- 
position to  constitute  a  committee  all  on  one  side, 
it  would  be  an  unfair  proceeding.  The  committee 
should  compare  opinions,  and  come  to  a  result, 
and  if  it  makes  a  report,  then  the  Senate  will  be 
able  to  decide. 

Mr.  BUTLER  said  he  had  attended  the  com- 
mittee when  notified,  except  when  out  of  the  city. 
He  was  absent  when  the  Nebraska  and  Minesota 
bills  were  reported.  He  believed  that  in  the  set- 
tlement between  Wisconsin  and  Minesota,  the 
ordinance  of  1787  was  violated.  He  merely  stated 
this  to  show  that  these  bills  had  not  been  reported 
with  his  assent. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  expressed  his  belief,  that  as  the 
committee  was  now  constituted,  there  was  no  pros- 
pect of  the  committee  coming  to  an  agreement  on 
the  subjects  now  referred  to  it. 

M  r.  DAYTON  said  he  thought  the  Senate  should 
not  interfere,  as  it  was  clear,  from  the  statements 
made,  that  thecommitteehadas  yet  taken  no  action 
on  the  subject.  He  deprecated  the  adding  of  new 
members  to  a  committee  because  it  was  intimated 
that  the  members  constituting  the  committee  dif- 
fered in  opinion.  He  repeated  his  conviction  that 
the  Territorial  Committee  was  the  proper  commit- 
tee, and  that  the  subject  would  be  referred  to  that 
committee,  and  not  to  the  Judiciary  Committee; 
and  that  the  motion  for  two  additional  members 
would  not  be  agreed  to.  He  had  no  doubt  that 
the  chairman  and  a  working  member  or  two  would 
do  the  business  satisfactorily. 

Mr.  BUTLER  said,  that  if  his  motion  was  ob- 
jected to,  he  would  modify  it  so  as  to  ask  for  the 
addition  of  one  member  in  the  room  of  the  chair- 
man, now  absent. 

Mr.  FOOTE  was  against  the  reference  of  the 
subject  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  but  he  thought, 
after  the  explanations  of  two  members  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  it  wouldbepropertogivethe  additional 
members  asked  for. 

Mr.  HALE  said  it  was  apparent  that  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery  was  the  point  in  question.  If  we 
add  two  members — one  in  favor  of  and  the  other 


against  slavery — what  would  be  gained  ?  He  saw 
no  good  from  making  the  change,  as  there  had 
been  no  effort  yet  made  by  the  committee  to  agree. 
He  was  opposed  to  any  course  of  the  Senate  which 
would  force  the  committee  to  a  one-sided  report, 
as  it  would  resemble  the  packing  of  a  jury,  and 
would  destroy  the  effect  of  any  report  throughout 
the  country. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  said  his  great  objection  to 
the  increase  asked  for  was  the  danger  of  the  pre- 
cedent, which,  in  high  party  times,  might  be  made 
the  ground  of  some  improper  action.  As  to  the 
practice  of  the  Senate,  he  referred  to  a  precedent 
or  two,  which  would  be  found  in  the  Congressional 
Globe,  to  show  that  the  course  now  objected  to 
had  been  taken. 

Mr.  BUTLER  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  add 
one  member. 

Mr.  UPHAM  asked  if  there  was  any  vacancy. 

Mr.  BUTLER  withdrew  his  modification. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bell,  Berrien,  Breese,  Bright,  Butler, 
Calhoun,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Downs,  Foote,  Hunter,  John- 
son of  Louisiana,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Pearce,  Se- 
bastian, Turney,  and  Yulee — 17. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Badner,  Benton,  Brad- 
bury, Corvvin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dayton,  Dix,  Dodge, 
Feleh,  Fitzgerald,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin,  tlouston,  Johnson 
of  Maryland,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Niles,  Rusk,  Spruance,  Stur- 
geon, Underwood,  Upham,  Walker,  and  Westcatt— 27. 

OREGON  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGHT,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  special  order, 
being  the  bill  to  establish  a  Territorial  Govern- 
ment in  Oregon. 

The  question  beingon  the  amendment  submitted 
by  Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi — 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  said  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  subject  had  heretofore  been  depre- 
cated; but  now  it  seemed  to  be  invited  by  those 
who  had  hitherto  been  reluctant  to  enter  on  it. 
He  was  ready  to  enter  into  the  discussion,  and  he 
hoped  the  question  would  be  temperately  debated 
on  both  sides.  He  felt  himself  constrained  to  take 
some  notice  of  the  question  of  the  power  of  Con- 
gress under  the  Constitution  to  create,  abolish, 
or  regulate  slavery.  The  power  of  Congress  over 
the  subject  had  been  entirely  denied  by  some  Sen- 
ators. He  read  the  clause  giving  power  to  Con- 
gress over  Territories.  It  had  been  argued  that 
this  was  merely  a  power  over  property,  and  tliat 
it  conveyed  no  sovereignty.  It  had  been  said  that 
the  language  of  the  Constitution,  in  reference  to 
the  power  given  over  the  District  of  Columbia, 
was  "  exclusive  jurisdiction,  "and  that  this  phrase 
was  not  applied  to  any  of  the  Territories.  He  ad- 
mitted that  the  phraseology  of  the  Constitution 
favored  this  view,  and  gave  some  strength  to  the 
argument  that  sovereignty  was  not  conveyed  to 
Congress  over  Territories.  But  to  meet  this, 
he  adduced  the  contemporaneous  sentiments  of 
the  franiers  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  Convention  came  into 
existence.  The  Convention  found  the  ordinance 
of  1787  in  existence,  and  this  ordinance  excluded 
slavery  from  the  Territories  to  which  it  extended, 
and  these  comprised  all  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  under  the  treaty  of  1783  which  was  not  at 
that  time  within  the  limits  of  the  States.  The 
Convention  looked  into  this  ordinance,  and  left 
it  untouched,  to  bind  future  generations.  The 
thought  of  acquiring  new  territory,  and  of  pur- 
chasing sovereignties,  never  entered  the  head  of 
any  one.  The  ordinance  referred  to  the  territory 
then  in  possession  of  the  United  States,  but  did 
not  reach  any  new  States  which  might  be  acquired. 

The  Convention  knew  that  out  of  the  North- 
west Territory  six  States  would  hereafter  be  con- 
structed. It  was  calculated  that  a  certain  number 
of  slave  States  and  a  certain  number  of  free  States 
would  be  admitted.  But  the  idea  of  any  new  ter- 
ritory to  be  acquired  from  foreign  countries,  never 
entered  into  the  calculation.  No  one  then  ever 
dreamed  of  trading  in  sovereignties.  The  states- 
men of  that  day  were  of  the  opinion  that  there 
was  no  power  to  acquire  or  govern.  But  when 
territory  was  acquired,  it  brought  with  it  the 
power  "to  govern.  The  right  of  sovereignty  im- 
plies the  right  to  regulate  property.  Such  a 
thing  as  sovereignty  without  the  right  to  reg- 
ulate property,  was  never  heard  of.  WUen 
we  came  to  acquire  territory  out  of  our  original 
boundary,  we  left  soundinj^s,  huinched  out  to  sea, 
and  went  beyond  the  reach  of  the   Constitution 
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Gentlemen  may  turn  over  the  leaves  of  the  Con- 
stitution, but  they  can  find  no  warrant  for  the 
government  of  territory  which  was  never  contem- 
plated in  tlie  Constitution.  And  then  Seilators 
turn  round  and  say,  Congress  has  no  power  over 
the  matter,  because  tliey  can  find  nothing  written 
on  the  sul'ject  in  the  Constitution.  If  we  assume 
the  right  to  acquire  territory  beyond  the  reach  of 
the  Constitution,  and  for  which  the  Constitution 
makes  no  provision,  we  shall  do  wisely  to  en- 
deavor to  regulate  it  on  principles  as  nearly  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution  as 
possible. 

On  the  question  of  property  in  slaves,  which 
he  conceded  for  the  sake  of  argument,  it  is  not 
distinguishable  from  other  property.  It  existed 
in  Louisiana  and  in  Florida  when  the  United  States 
took  possession  of  the  sovereignty,  and  the  Uni- 
ted States  has  so  used  that  sovereignty,  that  sla- 
very has  been  maintained  and  upheld  there  by  the 
power  of  law,  or  else  it  has  existed  without  law. 
It  has  existed  by  the  will  and  law  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  not  by  any  other  power.  The  United 
Slates  has  also  prohibited  the  traffic  in  slaves  with 
foreign  countries.  Who,  then,  can  rise  up  and 
say  iliat  Congress  has  no  power  to  prohibit  slavery 
in  Territories.'  He  admitted  that  Congress  could 
not  interfere  with  slavery  in  the  States.  But  if 
Congress  could  create  or  maintain  slavery  in  the 
Territories,  so  it  could  proiiibit  slavery.  He  would 
not,  however,  that  Congress  should  attempt  to 
abolish  slavery  anywhere  without  adequate  com- 
pensation. 

On  the  subject  of  a  slaveholder  carrying  his 
slaves  with  him  into  any  free  territory,  he  made 
some  remarks,  in  reply  to  ihe  assertion  that  he 
carried  with  him  the  laws  of  the  Slate  from  which 
he  came,  on  the  principle  of  coequalily.  This  had 
been  answered  by  the  suggestion,  that  if  the  citi- 
zens of  thirty  States  took  their  slaves  into  a  free 
territory,  they  would,  in  that  case,  carry  with 
them  all  these conflictinglaws, and  every  individual 
would  have  to  act  as  his  own  lawyer. 

He  regarded  the  arguments  advanced  on  the 
other  side  as  tending  to  draw  us  away  from  the 
basis  on  which  the  Constitution  was  originally 
placed.  He  could  not  see  anything  to  offend  jhe 
delicacy  of  any  Senator  in  tendering  the  same 
proposition  to  them,  which  was  given  by  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787  to  the  Northwest  Territory.  At  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  there  were  six  slave 
and  eight  free  Slates.  He  then  went  into  calcula- 
tions to  show  how  the  representation  of  the  free 
and  slave  States  would  have  stood,  if  we  had  never 
extended  our  territory  beyond  the  limits  embraced 
in  the  treaty  of  1783.  He  also  gave  some  statistics 
to  prove  how  the  representation  will  stand  when 
the  new  Territories  shall  be  all  admitted.  The 
South  had  boasted  that  it  asked  nothing  and  ex- 
pected nothing;  and  that  it  only  required  to  be 
permitted  to  stand  still.  To  stand  still !  After  ob- 
taining a  vast  expenditure  of  blood  and  treasure 
for  the  acquisition  of  territory,  the  South  says  we 
only  ask  to  be  let  alone,  and  sufl'er  the  Constitu- 
tion to  work  out  its  purposes;  when  they  know 
that  there  is  not  a  word  in  the  Constitution  appli- 
cable to  the  state  of  things.  The  Constitution 
never  anticipated  such  a  distribution  of  political 
power  as  now  exists.  The  South  has  obtained  a 
great  preponderating  power,  yet  it  assumes  a  grave 
face,  and  complains  of  wrongs. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  made  some  explanations  to 
Bhow  that  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  was  in 
error  in  his  statistics  as  to  the  proportion  between 
Blave  and  frte  States. 

Mr.  D.'WIS  went  on  to  say  we  had  seen  treas- 
ure taken  out  for  the  purpo.se  of  enhancing  the 
power  of  the  slave  States;  and  to  illustrate  the 
spirit  which  had  so  often  induced  the  South  to 
endeavor  to  spread  its  institutions,  and  to  curtail 
the  limits  and  influence  of  the  free  States.  The 
present  discu.saion,  he  thought,  might  be  produc- 
tive of  good  effects,  because  it  would  lead  to  a 
comparison  of  views.  The  Senators  from  the 
South  had  warned  us  of  fearful  consequences. 
They  heard  the  muttering.^  of  the  distant  thunder, 
and  foretold  the  a[)proach  of  the  storm.  Let  it 
come.  He  would  be  as  much  concerneil  as  any 
one  should  the  Union  be  enilnngercd.  I'.ui  if  we 
Crtnnot  speak  the  truth  to  each  other,  the  Union  is 
but  a  rope  of  sand. 

He  referred  to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and  the 
resolution  annexing  it,  which  provided  that  there 
may  be  live  Stales  taken  out  of  that  State,  three  of 


which  would  be  slave  Stales.  What  have  been 
the  consequences  of  the  admission  of  Texas.'  It 
may  be  called  bad  taste  to  complain;  but  frors-that 
act  grew  out  the  war  with  Mexico.  From  the 
presence  of  the  representatives  from  Texas  on  this 
floor,  resulted  the  repeal  of  our  previous  beneficial 
revenue  system,  and  the  substitution  of  the  present 
system  in  1846.  The  evils  to  which  he  referred  had 
not  been  produced  by  the  Whigs  here,  but  by  the 
union  of  the  Democracy  of  the  South  and  the 
North.  And  even  now  we  have  been  told  by  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  that  this  is  the  favor- 
able moment  to  make  a  new  push  for  power;  that 
just  on  the  eve  of  the  Presidential  election  it  is  the 
proper  moment  to  give  the  screw  another  turn,  and 
to  use  party  machinery  to  overthrow  the  public 
interests.  He  intimated  that  the  people  had  be- 
come awake  to  the  true  condition  of  things,  and 
that  it  was  too  late  to  expect  further  concessions  to 
the  South  than  it  had  already  obtained.  He  warned 
it  not  to  make  further  experiments  on  the  free 
States,  which  would  now  take  their  stand  and  resist 
any  further  innovations  upon  the  compromises  of 
the  Constitution. 

As  to  the  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  new 
territory,  he  assured  the  Senate  that  the  people 
would  not  allow  it.  Senators  who  calculated  on 
the  public  acquiescence  in  such  an  attempt  would 
find  themselves  greatly  mistaken.  He  had  often 
declared  it  as  his  opinion  that  free  soil  should  not 
be  encumbered  with  slavery.  He  was  not  disposed 
to  dwell  more  on  this  topic;  but  he  trusted  the 
Senate  would  ponder  well  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  expressed  a  de- 
sire to  address  the  Senate;  but  the  hour  being  some- 
what late,  he  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  Monday  next;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive 
business;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  July  10,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  PETTIT  asked  leave  to  offer  a  resolution 
making  Senate  bill  for  the  repair  of  the  dam  in  the 
Ohio  river  at  Cumberland  Island  the  special  order 
of  the  day  next  succeeding  the  general  appropria- 
tion bills  and  the  bill  to  establish  the  Territorial 
Government  of  Oregon. 

Objection  being  made — 

Mr.  P.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules.  Dis- 
agreed to,  two-thirds  not  voting  in  favor  thereof. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  by  leave,  presented  a  memorial 
of  citizens  of  Riclimond  for  relief  from  the  present 
oppressive  mail  arrangements  between  the  city  of 
Richmond  and  the  North.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  G.  also  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  of  the  Senate  in 
relation  to  the  renewal  of  the  contract  for  carrying 
the  southern  mail,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  request 
of— 

Mr.  McLANE,  who  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Baltimore  similar  to  the  one  just  presented 
by  Mr.  Goggin. 

Mr.  McL.  renewed  the  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  southern 
mail  contract  resolution. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  motion  was  dis- 
agreed to,  two-liiirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  Presi- 
dent's message  in  relation  to  the  treaty  with  Mex- 
ico, and  referring  it  to  the  appropriate  committees, 
as  suggested  by  Mr.  Burt  on  Tiiursday. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the  motion  to 
suspend,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

YI'^.'VS — Messrs.  Atkinson,  Ueale,  Bcdinger,  Bingham, 
Borock,  Howlin,  Boyd,  Brady,  Brodliead,  Win.  G.  Bri)wn, 
AlbcilG.  Brown,  l{urt,(Jlius(!,  Franklin  Clark,  iloivcll  (/i>bl>, 
WillaiiiBon  R.  W.  Cobli,  Cocko, Cummins,  D.iiiiel,  UarliMii, 
Dickitv,  llickinson,  Eilt-all,  Faran,  Feallicrstoii,  Fioklin, 
FriMicii,  Fri<!B,  GoKKin,  Green,  Willard  P.  Hall,  Haininons, 
Haialscm,  Harris,  Henley,  Hill,  George  .S.  Houston,  Inge, 
Cliarh-s  J.  Iimeixill,  Irvin,  Iverson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  John- 
son, James  H.  Jolinsoii,  Uolierl  W.  Joliiison,  G.  VV.  Jones, 
Kauriiiaii,  Keiinon,  Lalini,  l<a  Sfire.  Sidney  Lawrence, 
l.ineoln.  Lord,  Luin|ikin,  Lviidi',  Macltiy,  Mi-Clillaiid, 
Mi(;iernaiid,  McDowell,  M.  Lane, Job  Mann,  Meade,  Miller, 
Morris,  Nieoll,  I'easlee,  I'eUie,  I'eyton,  I'ill.-bury,  liicliiird- 
soii,  llookliill,  Julius  Kockwell,  Sawyer,  Siin|isoii,  t^ims, 
Smart,  Stanton,  Starkweather,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  'J'hoinas, 
James  ThompHon,  William 'i'honijKion,  Thurston, 'l'oiii|ikiiiH, 


Van   Dyke,  Venable,  Wallace,  Wick,   Wiley,    Williams, 
Wilniot,  and  Woodward — Bl. 

NAVS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Blancliard,  Boydon, 
Biickner,  Cabell,  Canby,  Chapman,  Cliiii;iiiun,  Collumer, 
Conger,  Cranston,  Crislield,  Crowell,  Crozler,  Dixon,  Don- 
iirll,  Duer,  Daniel  Duncan,  Emiiree,  Alexander  Evans, 
Nathan  Evans,  Fisher,  Flouriioy,  Freedlev,  GiMitiv.  Gid- 
diiigs,  Gott,  Gregory,  Griiinell,  Nathan  IC.  Hall,  "Moses 
H.implon,  Henry,  Hilliard,  Isaac  E.  Holmes,  Elias  B.  Holmes, 
John  W.  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Iii- 
gersoll,  John  VV.  Jones,  Kellogg,  Daniel  P.  King,  Marsh, 
Marvin,  Mullin,  Nelson,  Newall,  Outlaw,  Palfrey,  Peiidle 
ton,  Preston,  Putnam,  Reynolds,  John  A.  Kockwell,  Rose, 
Root,  Rumsey,  Sheppeid,  Sherrill,  Silvester,  Sliiigerland, 
Truman  Smith,  t^tiohin,  Tallmadge,  Toombs,  Vinton,  War- 
ren, and  Wentwortli — 70. 

Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  not  suspendecf. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  for-the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  offer  the 
following  resolutions,  which  were  read  for  infor- 
mation : 

ReioUed,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  communi- 
cate to  this  House  the  best  and  most  reliable  information  in 
his  possession  relating  to  the  proper  limits  and  boundaries 
of  New  Mjxico  and  California,  with  the  population  of  each 
respectively,  and  particularly  copies  of  the  maps  referred, 
to  in  the  late  treaty  between  Mexico  and  the  United  States. 

Resolveil,  further,  That  the  President  be  also  requested  to 
inform  this  House  wliether  there  are  not  now  civil  govern- 
ments organized  in  New  Mexico  and  California;  and,  ifso, 
what  are  their  form  and  character ;  by  wlioni  and  when  were 
tliey  instituted,  and  by  what  authority;  by  whom  and  in  what 
way  are  they  inaintaiiied  and  supjiorted ;  and  particularly 
that  he  inform  this  House  whether  the  Governor  and  other 
oliieers  appointed  in  New  Mexico  by  General  Kearny,  in 
lai6,  and  tlie  Governor  and  otherofHcers  appointed  liy  Com- 
modore Stockton  in  California  during  the  same  year,  still 
hold  the  appointments  thus  conferred  on  them  ;  and  whether 
the  salaries  aliixed  to  their  offices  have  been  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  United  States;  and,  ifso,  by  what  authority 
of  law. 

Rcs:>lved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  inform  the 
Hou^e  whether  there  have  been  any  trial  or  trials  and  con- 
victions of  any  person  or  persons  of  treason  against  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  that  part  of  Mexico  lying  east  of  Ihe  Rio 
Grande,  since  the  same  has  been  in  the  occupancy  of  our 
army;  and  ifso,  before  what  tribunals  such  trials  were  had, 
whether  civil  or  military;  and  by  what  authority  of  law  such 
tribunal  or  tribunals  were  established;  and  that  he  furnish 
th»  House  with  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  in  such  case  or 
cases. 

On  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken,  and  resulted^-yeas  169,  nays  7. 

Two-thirds  having  voted  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  suspended,  and  the  resolutions  received. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  did  not  intend  to  consume 
much  of  the  time  of  the  House  in  presenting  the 
reasons  which  influenced  him  in  offering  these 
resolutions.  The  President  of  the  United  Stales 
communicated  to  this  House  a  few  days  ago  the 
fact  that  he  had  lately  made  a  treaty,  by  which 
we  acquired  California  and  New  Mexico,  and  he 
called  on  Congress  to  make  the  necessary  legisla- 
tion for  those  new  territories;  and  it  seemed  to 
him  (Mr.  S.)  manifestly  proper  that  this  House 
should  be  informed  what  was  the  extent  of  the 
boundaries  and  limits  of  this  country  over  which 
we  are  to  legislate,  and  the  character  of  the  people 
over  whom  we  are  to  legislate.  So  far  as  New 
Mexico  is  concerned,  for  one,  he  wished  to  know 
authoritatively  from  the  President  what  the  limits 
of  that  country  are.  He  wished  to  know  whether 
New  Mexico  extends  to  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande 
or  not;  and,  ifso,  to  what  extent.  He  wished  to 
know  if  the  President  calls  on  Congress  to  legis- 
late for  portions  of  territory  which  he  had  previ- 
ously informed  the  country  belonged  to  Texas, 
and  he  was  sure  the  honorable  Representatives 
from  Texas  wished  to  obtain  the  same  information. 
He  wished  the  President  to  inform  this  Flouse  and 
the  country  if,  in  the  face  of  his  message  of  1846, 
which  he  (Mr.  S.)  had  before  him,  Santa  Fe  is  in 
New  Mexico,  or  within  the  limits  of  Texas  which 
has  been  attached  to  this  Union.  He  had  the 
President's  message  of  1846  in  his  hand,  and  ho 
would  read  a  short  extract  from  it.  It  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

"  The  Congress  of  Texas  on  the  19tli  of  December,  IS-TS, 
parsed  '  An  act  to  define  the  boundaries  of  ihe  Republic  of 
'J'exas,'  in  which  they  declared  the  Rio  Grande  from  its 
mouth  to  its  source  to  bo  the  boundary,  and  by  the  said  act 
they  extended  their  'civil  and  p<dilical  jurisdiction' over  Ihe 
country  up  to  that  boundary.  During  a  period  of  more  than 
nine  years  which  intervened  bcaween  the  adoption  of  Iter 
constitution  and  her  annexation  as  one  of  the  S  ales  of  our 
Union,  Texas  asserted  and  exercised  many  acts  of  sover- 
eignty and  jurisdiction  over  the  country  and  inhabitants 
west  of  the  Nueces.  Shi;  oiganizcrt  and  defined  Ihe  limits 
of  counties  extending  to  tlii'  Rio  Grande.  She  established 
courts  of  justice  and  extend.d  her  judicial  system  over  the 
territory.  She  established  a  custom  house  and  collected 
duties,  and  also  po-;t  otliccs  and  po>t  roads  in  it.  She  esirtb- 
lished  a  land  oltice  and  issued  numerous  grants  for  land 
within  its  limits.  A  senator  and  a  represenlative  residins 
ill  it  were  elected  to  the  Congress  of  ilie  Republic,  ana 
aervsd  as  such  when  the  act  of  annexation  took  placo.     In 
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both  the  Congress  Biid  Convention  of  Texas  which  gave 
their  assent  to  the  terms  of  annexation  to  tlie  United  States 
proposed  hy  our  Congress,  were  representatives  re&iiling 
west  of  the  Nueces  who  tools  part  in  the  act  of  annexation 
itself.  This  was  the  Texas  wliieli,  by  act  of  our  Coiisress 
of  the  29th  of  J)ecember,  1845.  was  admitted  as  one  of  the 
Stales  of  this  Union." 

What  Texas?  He  wanted  the  President  to 
show  what  Texas  he  meant.  The  Texas  which 
extends  from  the  mouth  of  tlie  Rio  Gi-ande  to  its 
source?  That  was  the  assertion  of  the  President 
of  tlie  United  "States,  as  nine-tenths  of  the  people 
doubtless  understood  liim. 

Now,  about  the  same  tmie  this  message  was  sent 
to  Congress,  there  was  on  file  in  the  Department 
of  State  a  document  to  which  he  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House.  It  was  a  document  which 
emanated  from  Brigadier  General  Kearny,  which 
was  in  these  words: 

.Appointment  by  General  Kearny  of  civil  officers. 

Being  duly  authorized  by  the  President  of  tlie  United 
Slates  of  America,  1  hereby  make  the  following  appoint- 
ments for  the  governmentof  New  Mexico,  a  Territory  of  the 
United  States.  The  officers  thus  appointed  will  he  obeyed 
and  respected  accordingly: 

Charles  Bent,  to  be  Governor. 

Donaisano  Vigil,  to  be  Secretary  of  the  Territory. 

Richard  Dallam,  to  be  Marslial. 

Francis  P.  Blair,  to  be  United  States  District  Attorney. 

Charles  Blunmer,  to  be  Treasurer. 

Eugene  Seitzendorfer,  lo  he  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 

Joab  Houghton,  Antonio  Jose  Otero,  Charles  Beaubian,  lo 
be  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court. 

Given  at  Santa  F6,  the  capital  of  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico,  this  22d  day  of  September,  1846,  and  in  the  seventy- 
first  year  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States. 

S.W.KEARNY, 
Brigadier  General  United  Slates  Army. 

He  also  read  the  following  extracts  from  docu- 
ment No.  24,  entitled  "  Organic  Law  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  New  Mexico:" 

"Art.  1. — Sec.  1.  The  country  heretofore  known  as  New 
Mexico  shall  be  known  hereafter  and  designated  as  the  Ter- 
ritory of  New  Mexico,  in  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
the  temporary  government  of  the  said  Territory  shall  be  or- 
ganized and  administered  in  the  manner  herein  prescribed." 

"  Art.  2.  Executive  power. — Sec.  1.  The  Executive  pow- 
er shall  be  vested  in  a  Governor,  who  shall  reside  in  the 
said  Territory,  and  shall  hold  his  office  for  two  years,  unless 
sooner  removed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

"He  shall  bo  thecomniander-in-cliief  of  the  militia  of  the 
said  Territory,  except  when  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  ex  officio  Superintendent  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs. 

"  He  shall  have  power  to  fill  all  civil  and  military  offices 
which  shall  be  established,  the  appointments  to  which  shall 
not  be  otherwi.se  provided  for  by  law." 

"Art.  3.  Legislative  power. — Sec.  1.  The  legislative  power 
shall  be  vested  in  a  General  Assembly,  which  shall  consist 
of  a  Legislative  Council  and  a  House  of  Representatives. 

"  Sec.  2.  The  House  of  Representatives  shall  consist  of 
members  to  be  chosen  every  iwo  years  by  the  qualified  elect- 
ors of  the  several  counties;  and  the  Legislative  Council 
shall  consist  of  members  to  be  chosen  every  four  years  by 
the  qualified  electors  of  their  respective  districts." 

"  Sec.  7.  Until  the  legislative  power  shall  otherwise  direct, 
the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  shall  retain  the  division  ot' 
counties  and  districts  established  by  the  decree  of  the  depart- 
ment of  New  Mexico  of  June  17,  1844,  and  they  shall  be 
represented  as  follows:  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  the 
county  of  Santa  F6  shall  have  three  members;  the  county 
of  Sail  Miguel  del  Bado,  three;  the  county  of  Rio  Arriva, 
three ;  the  county  of  Valencia,  five ;  the  county  of  Taos, 
three;  the  county  of  Santa  Anna,  two;  and  the  county  of 
Bernallillo,  two.  In  the  Legislative  Council,  the  central 
district  shall  have  three  members ;  the  northern  district,  two 
members;  and  the  southeastern  district,  two  members. 
Which  apportionment  shall  continue  until  otherwise  directed 
by  law." 

"  Sec.  10.  The  General  Assembly  shall  convene  at  the 
city  of  Santa  F6  on  the  first  Monday  in  December,  A.  D. 
1847,  and  on  the  first  Monday  in  December  every  two  years 
thereafter,  until  otherwise  provided  by  law ;  and  each  house 
shall  elect  one  of  its  own  members  as  speaker,  and  shall 
choose  clerks  and  s\ich  other  officers  as  may  be  necessary; 
and  shall  sitfrom  day  to  day,  on  its  own  adjournments,  until 
all  its  business  shall  be  finished." 

"Art.  4.  Judicial  pov.er. — Sec.  1.  The  judicial  power  shall 
be  vested  in  a  superior  court,  and  inferior  tribunals  to  be 
established  by  law. 

"  Sec.  2.  The  superior  conrtshall  consist  of  three  judges, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  One 
of  them  shall  be  the  presiding  jud^je,  and  the  others  associate 
judges.  The  judges  shall  be  conservators  of  the  peace 
throughout  the  Territory,  and  shall  hold  courts  at  such  times 
and  places,  and  perform  such  duties  as  shall  be  prescribed 
by  law." 

"  Art.  5.  Miscellaneotis. — Sec.  1.  Members  of  the  General 
Asscndily;  the  Governor,  whose  salary  shall  be  $2,000  a 
year;  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  whose  salary  shall  be 
(§1,200  a  year;  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court,  whose 
salaries  shall  be  $l,,'j00  a  year  each;  the  Marshal  of  the 
Territory,  whose  salary  shall  be  .fOOO  a  year;  the  United 
States  District  Attorney,  whose  salary  shall  be  $5C0  a  year, 
gball  be  paid  nut  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Unitid  Slates.  The 
Auditor  and  Treasurer  shall  each  receive  a  salary  of, f 500  a 
year,  one-half  of  which  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  'I'reasury  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  remainder  out  of  the  Territorial 
Treasury." 

General  Kearny  s.iys  he  was  authorized  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  make  such  ap- 
pointments ;  and  they  were  made  from  his  head- 


quarters at  Santa  Fe,  which  is  on  this  side  of  the 
P>,io  Grande,  in  that  very  Territory  which  the 
President  informed  the  nation  and  the  world  be- 
longs to  Texas  which  has  been  annexed  to  this 
Union.  Now,  he  would  again  ask  the  honorable 
Representatives  from  the  State  of  Texas  whether, 
if  this  be  true,  they  will  tolerate  this  interference 
of  this  Government  in  that  State. 

Mr.  PILLSBURY  said  they  did  not  tolerate  it. 
He  made  other  observations  which  were  not  heard 
at  the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  he  had  expected  that 
Texas  would  have  given  utterance  to  her  dissent 
before  to-day,  and  that  they  would  have  informed 
the  President  that  they  would  not  assent  to  these 
proceedings. 

Mr.  PILLSBURY  was  understood  to  say  that 
his  State  did  dissent. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  then  inquired  why  the  gen- 
tleman from  Texas  did  not  vote  for  this  inquiry? 

Mr.  PILLSBURY  s.aid  it  was  presumable  that 
Texas  knew  her  own  boundary  better  than  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  They  had  cer- 
tainly had  a  little  more  to  do  with  it,  and  if  the 
President  was  mistaken,  Texas  should  not  suffer 
on  that  account. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  that  was  true,  and  he 
supposed  the  gentleman,  as  a  representative  of 
Texas,  would  have  asserted  her  rights,  whatever 
they  may  be;  but,  although  these  things  had  oc- 
curred two  years  ago,  and  a  government  has  exist- 
ed there  during  that  period,  yet  the  gentleman  has 
been  silent  to  the  present  moment,  and  was  even 
now  unwilling  to  make  inquiry  into  them. 

Mr.  PILLSBURY.     It  is  not  their  business. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  would  leave  that  to  the  Rep- 
resentatives from  Texas  to  decide.  He,  however, 
wished,  before  he  undertook  to  legislate,  to  know 
what  the  extent  of  the  new  territory  was.  He 
wished  to  know  which  of  these  governments  which 
have  been  established  have  jurisdiction  on  this  side 
of  the  Rio  Grande.  How  can  Congress,  without 
knowing  what  were  the  limits,  organize  a  Terri- 
torial Government  there?  He  believed  it  was  the 
modern  doctrine  held  by  the  party  opposite,  that 
Congress  cannot  legislate  at  all  in  the  Territories; 
and  yet  the  President  calls  on  them  to  legislate  for 
these  Territories,  and  has  given  us  no.  satisfactory 
information  as  to  what  we  are  to  legislate  for — 
where  the  jurisdiction  of  New  Mexico  ends,  and 
Texas  begins.  He  had  noticed  amongst  the  doc- 
uments accompanying  the  late  message  of  the  Presi- 
dent, a  copy  of  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Slidell,  in 
1845,  which  this  House,  on  a  former  occasion,  had 
called  for  in  vain,  and  which  now  were  slipped  in 
with  other  papers,  without  one  word  in  relation  to 
them.  Mr.  S.  well  knew,  or  believed,  that  these 
instructions  would  never  see  the  light  so  long  as 
the  war  lasted,  for  they  showed  conclusively,  as 
he  always  thought  they  would,  that  the  statements 
in  the  message  of  1846,  which  he  had  quoted,  were 
made  to  deceive  the  people  of  this  country  as  to 
the  true  boundary  of  Texas,  and  were  not  consist- 
ent with  the  facts  of  the  case.  Now,  (Mr.  S. said,) 
in  those  instructions,  Mr.  Buchanan,  after  arguing 
the  claim  of  Texas  to  the  Rio  Grande  near  iis 
mouth,  or  below  the  Paso  del  Norte,  uses  this  lan- 
guage: 

"The  case  is  different  in  regard  to  New  Mexico.  Santa 
r6,  its  capital,  was  settled  by  the  Spaniards  more  than  two 
centuries  ago,  and  the  province  has  been  ever  since  in  their 
possession  and  that  of  the  Republic  of  Mexico.  The  Tex- 
ans  never  have  conquered  or  taken  possession  of  it,  nor 
have  its  people  ever  been  represented  in  any  of  their  legis- 
lative assemblies  or  conventions." 

And  yet  Mr.  Polk,  in  1846,  had  informed  the 
country  that  the  Texas  we  had  annexed  extended 
to  the  Rio  Grande,  from  its  mouth  to  its  source. 
No  wonder  he  kept  these  instructions  from  the 
public,  and  no  wonder  he  refused  the  call  of  this 
House  for  them. 

Mr.  McLANE  here  entered  into  a  colloquy  with 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  but,  from  the  position 
in  which  Mr.  McL.  stood,  he  was  not  distinctly 
heard. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  proceeded,  and  said  that  the 
Slidell  instructions  (to  which  Mr.  McLane's  ob- 
servations were  supposed  to  have  referred)  had 
never  been  published  by  the  President.  They  had 
been  published  by  some  minion  or  some  enemy  of 
the  President,  but  not  by  the  President  himself. 
Nor  had  they  ever  been  published  by  the  Senate 
that  Mr.  S.  was  aware  of.  He  knew  that  this 
House  had  called  upon  the  President  for  those 
documents,  but  they  had  not  been  received   from 


the  Executive;  nay,  the  President  had  positively 
refused  to  give  them. 

Mr.  McLANE  again  interposed,  but  the  reporter 
could  not  hear  the  purport  of  his  remarks. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  continued.  The  documenta 
furnished  do  not  contain  the  information  I  want. 
There  is  no  map  exhibiting  the  boundaries  of  New 
Mexico.  The  President  has  once  asserted  that 
the- whole  territory  on  this  side  the  Rio  del  Norte, 
from  its  mouth  to  its  source,  constitutes  a  part  of 
the  State  of  Te.xas;  and,  in  the  instructions  to  Mr. 
Slidell,  his  Secretary  of  State  asserts  that  all  New 
Mexico  had  for  two  centuries  belonged  to  Mexico. 
Who,  after  such  contradictions  as  these,  can  be- 
lieve him?  Yes;  who  can  believe  the  President  of 
the  United  States? 

Mr.  McLANE  here  interposed,  and  insisted 
that  the  two  documents  were  strictly  consistent. 
They'were  both  laid  before  the  House  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  country;  and  he  called  on  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  to  put  confidence  in  the 
official  statements  of  his  own  Govei-nment.  He 
told  that  gentleman,  as  the  President  told  the 
House,  that  the  Rio  Grande  was  the  western 
boundary  of  Texas,  from  its  mouth  to  its  source; 
and  yet  that  a  portion  of  that  line  was  disputed  by 
Mexico.  He  told  the  gentleman,  further,  that  the 
information  he  sought  for  lay  at  this  moment  on 
the  Speaker's  table,  and  would  have  been  now  in 
possession  of  the  House  had  it  not  been  for  the 
opposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Vinton.] 

Mr.  STEPHENS  resumed.  The  gentleman 
said  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Slidell  and  the  mes- 
sage to  the  House  which  he  had  cited  were  per- 
fectly consistent  with  each  other.  If  the  gentle- 
man could  believe  that,  he  could  believe  anything. 
Mr.  S.  turned  him  over.  The  one  document  said 
that  Texas  had  extended  its  jurisdiction  up  to  the 
Rio  Grande  from  its  source  to  its  mouth,  while 
the  other  affirmed  that  they  never  had  established 
or  exercised  any  jurisdiction  above  El  Paso. 
Were  these  two  statements  consistent?  Would 
the  gentleman  say  they  were?  He  did  not  wish 
to  get  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  into  any 
difficulty,  and  he  would  read  him  the  two  state- 
ments over  again. 

Mr.  S.  here  read  them  again,  and  particularly 
called  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  to  the  lan- 
guage of  Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr.  Slidell.  Here  Mr. 
iBuchanan  admitted  that  Texas  never  had  estab- 
lished her  jurisdiction  farther  up  the  river  than 
the  Paso  del  Norte,  and  that  was  the  very  point  in 
the  whole  case.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland 
said  that  the  information  sought  for  was  on  the 
Speaker's  table.  Mr.  S.  took  issue  with  him  on 
that  assertion.  The  information  was  not  thei^e. 
Mr.  S.  was  familiar  with  the  documents;  he  had 
examined  them,  and  he  knew  what  they  contained, 
and  he  informed  the  gentleman  that  what  he  sought 
for  was  not  there. 

Mr.  McLANE  reiterated  his  assertion  that  it 
was  all  there;  and  again  maintained  that  the  in- 
structions to  Mr.  Slidell  and  the  President's  mes- 
sage stated  precisely  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  he  could  not  bear  any 
more  of  these  interruptions;  he  had  submitted  to 
them  three  times  and  the  gentleman  did  but  repeat 
the  same  thing.  He  would  ask  the  gentleman 
where  the  boundary  of  New  Me.xico  begun? 

Mr.  McLANE  said  that  the  instructions  took 
the  Rio  Grande  from  its  mouth  to  its  source  as 
the  true  boundary,  but  admitted  that  Mexico  dis- 
puted this  as  to  the  river  above  El  Paso. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  that  those  instructions 
snid  nothing  about  disputed  boundary,  but  de- 
clared that  Texas  had  never  extended  her  jurisdic- 
tion over  Santa  Fe.  Now,  what  Mr.  S.  wanted  was 
the  line — the  boundary  line  between  Texas  and 
New  Mexico;  it  was  not  there.  If  the  gentleman 
asserted  that  it  was,  Mr.  S.  would  again  tell  him 
it  was  not.  There  was  no  information  on  that 
subject  as  to  where  the  proper  line  was. 

Mr.  McLANE  replied,  and  was  understood  by 
the  reporter  to  say  that  Congress  had  not  called 
for  any  map.  The  boundary  was  specified  in 
words.  The  instructions  recognized  tlie  river  as 
the  boundary  quite  up  to  its  source,  but  admitted 
that  Mexico  had  never  admitted  this. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  .said  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  not  interrupt  him  by  a  repetition  of  that 
statement.  The  instructions  to  IVlr.  Slidell  said 
nothing  about  an  admission  of  Mexico.  Nor  did 
the  message,  in  words,  say  where   ilie  boundary 
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was.  Concrress  should  have  some  limits  to  le;^is- 
late  for.  He  wanted  the  best  information  now  in 
the  Slate  Department  as  to  the  boundary;  and  he 
wanted  the  President  to  reconcile  these  contra- 
dictions if  he  could. 

One  of  the  resolutions  offered  inquired  whether 
individuals  had  not  been  tried  for  treason  on  this 
side  of  the  Rio  Grande?  Now,  if,  as  he  affirmed, 
the  Rio  Grande  was  the  boundary,  and  all  on  this 
side  of  it,  from  its  mouth  to  its  source,  was  a  part 
of  the  State  of  Te.\as,  then  how  dare  tlie  President — 
Mr.  S.  put  the  question  to  the  freemen  of  this  free 
land — how  dare  the  President — he  asked  it  in  the 
presence  of  men  inheriting^  the  spirit  if  not  the  blood 
of  Hampden  and  of  Sidney — he  asked  it  in  the 
face  of  iiigh  Heaven,  how  dare  he  thus  trample 
not  onlv  upon  the  rights  of  the  people  by  these 
informal  and  illegal  proceedings,  but  upon  the  rights 
of  one  of  the  sovereign  Stales  of  this  Union  ?  He 
wanted  Mr.  Polk's  authority  for  such  an  act  as 
this. 

Mr.  McLANE  asked  where  else  should  a  man 
be  tried  for  treason  but  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  Slates  ? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Try  a  man  for  treason  by 
court  martial  ? 

Mr.  McLANE'S  reply  was  not  heard. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  .said  he  did  not  know  what 
sort  of  times  we  had  fallen  upon,  if  a  gentleman  of 
the  intelligence  and  standing  of  the  gentleman  from 
Baltimore  would  say  in  his  place  in  that  House 
that  a  man  could  be  tried  for  treason  by  a  court 
martial.  The  crime  of  treason  was  well  defined, 
as  was  the  manner  in  which  a  man  must  be  tried 
for  it.  Would  the  gentleman  say  that  an  alien 
enemy  could  be  tried  for  treason  at  all  ?  Treason 
must  be  tried  before  the  civil  courts  of  the  country. 
Alien  enemies  were  prisoners  of  war,  and  should 
be  treated  accordingly. 

Mr.  S.  said  that  while  the  late  war  was  in  pro- 
gress, any  man  that  inquired  into  its  constitutional- 
ity, or  s[)oke  a  word  against  any  act  done  in  its 
prosecution,  rightfully  or  not,  was  accused  of  giving 
"  aid  and  comfort"  to  the  enemy.  But  a  day  of 
retribution  was  come.  It  is  time  for  an  inquiry 
into  these  things;  and  he  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  and  the  whole  House  would  go  with  him 
in  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  (Mr.  Stephens  yielding  a 
moment)  promised  to  confine  hiinself  to  the  reso- 
lutions before  the  House,  and  not  to  wander  from 
the  question  in  debate. 

This  was  no  new  subject.  No  sooner  had  the 
message  of  the  President  to  the  last  Congress  been 
read  than  Mr.  Garrett  Davis  had  risen  in  his  place 
and  offered  a  resolution  to  refer  the  statement  that 
General  Kearny  had  established  a  civil  government 
in  Santa  Fe  to  a  select  committee;  and  he  called 
upon  the  members  from  Texas  to  say  whether 
S:mta  Fe  was  in  Texas  or  not.  The  gentleman 
from  Texas  nearest  to  him  [Mr.  Pillsbury]  now 
talked  about  there  being  a  conflict  as  to  jurisdiction 
between  the  Government  of  Texas  and  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  Stares;  but  what  had  this 
same  gentleman  said  on  that  occasion  ?  [Mr.  S. 
here  read  from  a  report  in  his  hand.]  The  gentle- 
man had  admitted  that  there  was  some  little  incon- 
sistency in  the  matter,  but  said  that  he  did  not  care 
much  what  sort  of  a  government  was  established 
there. 

Mr.  PILLSBURY  said  that  on  the  occasion  re- 
ferred to  he  had  answered  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  [iVlr.  Garrett  Davis]  almost  jocosely. 
The  meinberH  from  Texas  were  here  without  in- 
structions, and  they  thought  the  House  was  doing 
what  it  had  no  right  to  do. 

Mr.  S  rEl'HEiNS  (resuming)  said  he  respected 
the  opinions  of  the  Representatives  from  Texas, 
and  wanted  to  know  their  opinion  whether  Santa 
Fe  belonged  to  Texas,  or  did  not  belong  to  it?  He 
wanted  to  get  this  iiiformaiion,  and  had  therefore 
moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and  the  gentle- 
man had  voted  against  his  getting  it.  The  gentle- 
man said  thtttTexa.s  extended  up  to  the  Rio  Grande 
from  its  mouth  to  its  source.  Now,  Mr.  S.  had 
before  him  a  lettt^r  from  Mr.  Wulker,  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  as  late  as  June,  1846,  allowing  draw- 
backs to  be  [)aid  on  goods  going  to  Santa  Fe.  How 
could  drawbacks  be  allowed  at  the  cusif)in-li(>iise 
on  exportations  to  Santa  Fe,  if  Santa  Fe  was  within 
the  limit.s  of  the  State  of  Texas?  Would  the  gen- 
tleman from  Texas  be  good  enough  to  answer  that 
question? 

Mr.  PILLSBURY  was  understood  to  reply  that 


the  same  allowance  would  have  been  made  for 
goods  intended  for  any  other  part  of  the  United 
Slates.     [Much  laughter.] 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Indeed!  Well,  that  is  cer- 
tainly a  new  idea — the  last  leap  in  our  'progressive 
Democracy.  Democracy  is  said  to  be  progressive. 
A  late  writer  in  a  work  entitled  the  "  Vestiges  of 
Creation,"  holds  the  opinion  that  the  progress  of 
nature  is  by  leaps  in  development.  And  he  sup- 
posed this  doctrine  of  the  gentleman  about  draw- 
back was  the  last  leap  of  progressive  Democracy. 
[Laughter.] 

After  some  other  remarks  on  this  point  not 
heard,  Mr.  S.  proceeded  to  quote  the  constitution 
established  by  General  Kearny  for  New  Mexico, 
and  particularly  that  item  which  declared  that  the 
"  General  Assembly  should  convene  at  Santa  Fe. " 
He  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  if  the 
President  did  not  assent  to  the  course  of  General 
Kearny  in  the  premises,  how  General  Kearny 
would  have  dared  to  direct  the  General  Assem- 
bly to  sit  at  Santa  Fe? 

Mr.  McLANE  wanted  to  know  whether  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  considered  these  direc- 
tions of  General  Kearny  as  authorized  by  the  Pres- 
ident, and  virtually  his  act? 

Mr.  STEPHENS  replied  that  he  did,  and  he 
would  show  that  they  were  so.  General  Kearny 
himself  expressly  declared,  that  having  been  di- 
rected by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  he 
issued  these  orders  under  his  authority.  And  he 
would  show  the  gentleman,  further,  that  the  Pres- 
ident, in  his  message  upon  this  subject,  had  only 
disavowed  that  part  which  looked  to  permanent 
government.  If  General  Kearny  had  attempted 
such  an  act  without  any  authority  from  the  Presi- 
dent, under  whose  orders  he  acted,  why  had  he 
not  been  court-martialed?  Why  had  he  not  been 
tried  as  a  usurper?  But  General  Kearny  himself 
said  it  was  done  by  authority  of  the  President.  If 
he  had  stated  what  was  false,  why  had  he  not  been 
censured  ? 

Mr.  McLANE  here  was  understood  to  say  that 
the  President  had  disavowed  these  acts  of  Gen- 
eral Kearny. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  asked,  when  and  where? 

Mr.  McLANE  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
President  had  expressly  disowned  them;  but  he 
affirmed  that  he  never  authorized  them. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said,  that  that  was  on  the 
assumption  that  we  had  all  the  instructions  which 
had  been  given  to  General  Kearny. 

Mr.  McLANE  said,  the  gentleman  had  no  right 
to  assume  that  we  had  not. 

Mr.  STEt^HENS  said  he  had  a  right  to  assume 
that  and  much  more.  He  had  the  testimony  of  as 
pure  a  man  as  the  country  contained,  and  the  coun- 
try would  agree  with  him  in  believing  what  General 
Kearny  asserted.  What!  was  General  Kearny  a 
man  whose  word  was  to  be  impeached  before  that 
of  James  K.  Polk — a  man  whom  none  could  be- 
lieve? He  said  that  he  was  acting  under  directions 
from  the  President.  Would  he  have  f)ublicly  stated 
this,  if  it  had  not  been  so?  He  would  never  have 
done  such  a  thing.  He  had  a  soldier's  heart,  as 
well  as  a  soldier's  arm;  and  Mr.  S.  could  not  be 
made  to  believe  that  he  would  tell  a  lie  upon  the 
President.  The  gentleman  placed  his  reliance  on 
the  President's  retraxit.  Why,  if  a  man  were 
ambitious  of  acquiring  a  reputation  for  duplicity 
and  equivocation,  he  could  not  select  a  better  ex- 
ample in  all  history  than  to  follow  in  the  footsteps 
of  our  President.  He  did  not  know  any  better  or 
more  fitting  appellation  in  after  times,  than  Polk 
the  mendacious! 

But  Mr.  S.  went  on  to  show  that  Mr.  Polk  had 
not  disavowed  the  authority  of  General  Kearny, 
except  so  far  as  the  govern imcnt  he  established  was 
intended  to  be  permanent.  When  Mr.  Polk  was 
called  on  for  his  authority  for  creating  these  gov- 
ernments, he  says:  "Among  the  documents  is  a 
'  form  of  government  for  the  conquered  territory 
'of  the  United  States."  Conquered  what?  (said 
Mr.  S.)  Why,  coiKpicred  Santa  Fe.  Santa  Fo, 
an  integral  part  of  the  sovereign  Slate  of  Texas — 
of  Texas  which  Congress  annexed  to  the  Stales  of 
this  Union.  If  this  be  true,  he  should  have  been 
impeached  the  next  day.  What!  The  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  his  army,  conijuer  a.  por- 
tion of  our  own  territory?  Who  would  say  that 
he  would  do  such  a  thing?  But  the  President  went 
on  to  tell  the  House  that  a  part  of  these  regulations 
were  declared  to  be  temporary,  but  a  part  of  them 
were  in  their  nature  permanent.     «'  Tliese  (that  is, 


'  the  permanent  regulations)  have  not  been  ap- 
♦  proved  by  me."  Which  regulations?  Those 
that  were  permanent;  but  not  a  word  is  said 
against  such  as  were  temporary  merely.  Mr.  S. 
therefore  insisted  that  he  had  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Polk  himself  for  saying  that  he  approved  what 
General  Kearny  had  done,  so  far  as  temporary 
governments  were  concerned.  But  the  President 
now  said,  that  the  war  having  ceased,  these  tem- 
porary regulations,  which  had  been  enacted  under 
the  authority  of  the  law  of  nations,  ceased.  This 
too  plainly  inferred,  that  while  the  war  continued 
he  approved  of  them — he  approved  of  all  the  regu- 
lations established  by  General  Kearny,  except 
those  of  a  permanent  character,  while  the  war 
lasted. 

Now,  Mr.  S.  would  ask  the  representatives  of 
American  freemen,  and  all  others  in  this  broad 
land  who  were  in  heart  attached  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, whether  a  President  of  the  United  States  was 
empowered  under  our  Constitution  to  claim  the 
exercise  of  the  rights  of  kings  derived  from  the  law 
of  nations?  There  was  in  the  country  a  political 
party  who  made  great  boasts  of  their  strict  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution.  They  pretended  to 
hold  that  this  Government  had  no  power  of  any 
sort  but  what  was  expressly  granted  in  that  instru- 
ment; yet  now  this  party  seems  to  hold  that  the 
President  had  all  the  unbounded  power  of  mon- 
archs  and  of  autocrats  under  the  law  of  nations — 
that  he  is  above  and  beyond  the  Constitution.  Mr. 
S.  repudiated  the  idea.  He  claimed  to  be  a  Re- 
publican. He  went  for  the  Constitution  as  it 
stood,  and  as  it  was  expounded  and  administered 
by  the  fathers  of  the  Republic;  and  he  averred  that 
this  new  Democratic  doctrine  claimed  for  the  Pres- 
ident something  little  short  of  royal  prerogative. 
He  charged  this  act  of  creating  a  government  for 
New  Mexico  as  a  daring  outrage  and  usurpation. 
Who  gave  him  any  such  power  ?  He  granted  that 
in  war  we  possessed  the  military  rights  which 
flowed  from  conquest;  but  under  pretence  of  this, 
our  Executive  had  undertaken  to  set  up  a  govern- 
ment, to  take  the  public  treasure  to  pay  governors 
and  judges  and  a  host  of  civil  officers,  and  all  this 
under  the  law  of  nations. 

Had  Mr.  S.  a  voice  that  would  echo  from  the 
mountain  tops  to  the  remotest  plains  and  valleys 
of  the  country,  he  would  rouse  the  people  from 
their  slumbers  to  a  sense  of  these  outrages  upon 
the  great  fundamental  principles  upon  which  their 
Government  was  founded,  and  upon  which  their 
liberties  rested.  The  same  party  that  justified  the 
President  in  such  pretensions  had  undertaken  to 
defeat  the  election  of  a  man  whom  the  people  had 
set  up  because  he  maintained  that  to  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  all  domestic  questions  was  the  prov- 
ince of  the  people,  through  their  representatives, 
and  not  that  of  the  President. 

There  were  some  other  points  in  this  communi- 
cation which  Mr.  S.  desired  to  touch  upon.  The 
President  told  the  House,  and  meant  the  nation  to 
believe,  that  the  expenses  of  this  war  amounted  to 
some  forty-nine  or  fifty  millions.  He  said  that 
tlie  entire  national  debt  was  but  sixty-five  millions. 
Yes,  but  there  was  a  debt  before  the  war  began  of 
seventeen  millions.  Mr.  S.  only  gave  round  sums. 
This  made  the  war  debt  about  §,49,000,000  only. 
But  there  had  been,  besides,  some  ten  or  twelve 
millions  in  the  treasury.  Add  these  to  the  amount 
stated  by  the  President,  and  they  made  j^fiO ,000,000. 
Now,  add  to  this  the  !j,20,000,000  we  are  to  pay 
Mexico  and  our  citizens,  and  it  makes  ^80,000,000. 
The  amount  of  outsiaiidiiig  balances  cannot  be  less 
than  «,30,000, 000.  This  added  makes  ^110,000,000. 
And  ihen  add  the  charge  upon  the  land  fund  for 
bounty  lands,  &.c.,  at  least  !plO,000,000  more,  and 
we  have  the  sum  of 'at  least  ^1:l^0,000,000  as  the 
cost  of  the  war,  instead  of  #5y,000,000,  as  inti- 
mated. And  all  this  was  our  "indemnity  for  the 
past." 

Mr.  GREEN  here  called  Mr.  S.  to  order  for 
irrelevancy;  but  being  remonstrated  with  by  cries 
of  "No,  no,  let  him  go  on,"  withdrew  his  point 
of  order. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  he  had  never  doubted 
that  when  it  came  to  the  money  they  would  flinch. 
[A  laugh.]  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  within  bounds 
when  he  said,  that  besides  the  §120,000,000  he  had 
stated  above,  that  when  the  pension  roll  was  paid, 
and  all  claims  for  horses  lost,  and  the  C.ililbrnia 
claims,  which  are  half  a  million  at  least,  the  actual 
cost  of  the  war  would  be  much  larger.  He  in- 
tended to  be  within  bounds,  and  only  alluded  to 
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the  subject  now  because  he  thought  the  President 
intended  to  create  a  fal.se  impression  on  the  public 
mind  concerning  the  cost  of  the  war.  Let  gentle- 
men remember  that  the  loan  bill  of  jjJlG.OOO^OOO  of 
this  session  was  for  deficiencies  of  the  last  year. 
The  deficiencies  of  the  present  year  were  yet  un- 
known. On  the  whole,  IMr.  S.  here  declared  tlTat 
the  total  sum  which  tlie  people  of  this  country 
■would  have  to  pay,  and  lose  out  of  the  land  fund 
together,  in  his  opinion,  in  consequence  of  this 
war,  would  greatly  exceed  $120,000,000.  But  he 
put  it  at  the  lowest  probable  sum. 

Mr.  VINTON  reminded  the  gentleman  that  he 
Iiad  omitted  one  very  important  item — the  excess 
of  the  revenue  over  the  ordinary  current  peace 
expenditures  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  replied  he  had  not  put  that 
into  the  estimate,  because  he  took  it  for  granted 
that  the  party  in  power  would  spend  all  there  was 
in  the  treasury,  notwithstanding  all  their  profes- 
sions for  economy.      [Laughter.] 

Where  was  the  indemnity,  then,  for  this  war? 
The  payment  of  at  least  $120,000,000.  This  was 
our  inJemnitij  for  the  past.  Why,  this  Adminis- 
tration had  gone  to  war  for  the  enormous  outrages 
committed  by  Mexico,  and  for  the  debt  of  $5,000,000 
due  from  that  Republic  to  our  citizens,  and,  after 
expending  $120,000,000,  had  got  a  territory  which 
■was  not  claimed  to  be  worth  more  than  $30,000,000 
before  the  war,  and  we  ourselves  were  to  pay  this 
$5,000,000  to  our  citizens! 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said,  that  growing  out  of  this 
war,  the  Treasury  Department  had  made  a  call  for 
additional  clerks,  whose  salaries  alone  amounted 
to  as  much  as  would  pay  a  regiment  of  a  thousand 
men— to  $84,000. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  continued.  Well,  in  addi- 
tion to  this  indemnity  for  the  past  in  a  barren  coun- 
try, which  we  should  have  to  pay  some  four  times 
as  much  for  as  it  was  worth  before  the  war,  what 
was  the  security  for  the  future  of  which  the  Presi- 
dent spoke  ?  The  glory  of  our  arms.  He  (Mr. 
S.)  told  the  Administration  and  the  country  that 
the  President  laid  claim  to  that  which  did  not  be- 
long to  him.  These  glories  could  never  be  snatched 
from  the  brows  of  tho.se  gallant  officers  and  men 
who  had  won  them.  These  laurels  appertained  to 
those  brave  men  who  had.  g<Mie  to  war  in  their 
country's  cause — they  could  never  be  wrested 
from  them  by  the  Administration.  There  were 
glories  which  belonged  to  this  war,  and  there  were 
certain  inglorious  deeds,  too,  of  the  Administration 
connected  with  it.  There  was  the  glory  of  involv- 
ing his  country  in  an  unconstitutional  and  unne- 
cessary war— a  glory  which  rested'on  the  brow  of 
the  President.  The  glory  of  equivocating  to  the 
country  as  to  the  objects  of  the  war;  the  glory  of 
entering  into  an  odious  if  not  a  treacherous  intrigue 
with  Santa  Anna,  by  which  he  was  restored  to 
lead  his  countrymen  to  fight  against  our  gallant 
army,  the  glory  of  not  only  withholding  troops 
from  General  Taylor,  but  of  stripping  him  of  his 
gallant  men,  of  leaving  him  exposed  to  the  over- 
whelming numbers  of  Santa  Anna's  army,  the 
glory  of  attempting  to  supplant  the  same  gallant 
general  with  a  lieutenant  general— these  laurels 
encircled  the  President's  illustrious  brow!  The 
glory  also  of  haying  ordered  Mr.  Marcy  to  write 
that  ignominious  letter  to  General  Taylor,  charging 
him  with  giving  valuable  information  to  the  enemy, 
and  threatening  hira  with  dismissal,  when  he  had 
borne  aloft  so  gallantly  our  flag  at  Palo  Alto,  Reeaca 
de  la  Palma,  and  Monterey,  and  in  whose  hands 
the  flag  of  his  country  had  never  been  soiled;  the 
glory  of  having  sent  General  Pillow  to  Mexico  to 
write  his  own  praise;  the  glory  of  having  brought 
home  the  gallant  Scott,  after  his  brilliant  victories 
there,  to  be  dishonored  and  disgraced  in  his  own 
country, — these  were  a  part  of  the  glories  which 
encircled  the  President'.-*  brow!  But  the  war  glo- 
ries of  a  dififerent  sort  which  had  been  won  by  our 
officers  and  sold  iers;  by  the  gallantTwiggs,  Shields, 
Smith,  Worth,  Q.uitman,  Davis,  Wool,  and  many 
others;  by  the  brave  and  lamented  Hardin,  McKee, 
Clay,  and  Yell;  by  the  gallant  dead  as  well  a.s  by 
the  gallant,  living;  by  the  illustrious  Scott  and 
Taylor;  these  were  glories  which  the  Administra- 
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tion   had   no  power  to  wrest  from   the  brows  of 
those  who  had  so  nobly  won  them. 

But  in  that  message  the  President  intimated  that 
soon  after  the  last  war  the  Government  had  gone 
into  enormous  extravagancies,  into  wasteful  ap- 
propriations of  money  for  a  general  .'system  of  in- 
ternal improvements,  and  thatGeneralJackson  had 
arrested  it.  Now,  he  intended  to  nail  that  charge 
to  the  counter,  as  one  of  the  specimens  of  this  spu- 
rious coin  which  the  President  attempted  to  palm 
off  upon  a  credulous  and  confiding  country.  He 
had  intended  to  have  done  it  at  an  early  period  of 
the  session,  but  he  had  not  then  had  the  opportu- 
nity to  contradict  that  statement.  We  had  pub- 
lished, in  a  Senate  document  (No.  44)  of  the  last 
session  of  the  last  Congress,  the  amount  of  appro- 
priations made  by  the  General  Government  for 
internal  improvements  since  1806.  He  had  an  ab- 
stract of  this  document  before  him,  and  he  would 
read  it,  and  let  the  country  see  how  far  it  was  that 
Mr.  Monroe  and  Mr.  Adams  had  gone  into  a 
gigantic  system  of  internal  improvements,  which 
it  had  been  reserved  for  General  Jackson  to  arrest. 
Here  (said  Mr.  S.)  is  the  recapitulation  of  the 
amount  expended  in  each  four  years  from  1806  for 
internal  improvements,  taken  from  Senate  Doc.  2d 
sess.  29th  Cong.,  44th  page: 


Year.  ^moiinf. 

180R $48,400  00 

J8I0 60,000  00 

18)1 .TO.OOO  00 

1813 30.000  00 

1815 100,00!)  GO 

1816 10,000  00 

1817 4,000  (10 

1818 317.989  60 

1823 .33,930  00 

1834 17.5,000  00 

1835 176,712  00 

1836 984,9.53  00 

1827 398,.541  45 

1838 1,020,120  56 

1839 608.,560  25 

1830 672,506  03 


Year.  Jlmoiint. 

1831 $926,311  84 

1832 1,225,008  43 

1833 1,159,451  82 

1834 1,641,691  .52 

1835 1,3.52,243  01 

1836 1,837,.520  31 

1837 1,768,918  63 

18.38* 9,087,044  16 


1839. 
1841. 
1842. 
1843. 
1844. 
1845. 


60,.50^  00 
75,000  00 
100,000  00 
230,000  00 
69.5,500  00 
50,000  00 

$17,199,223  91 


*The  appropriation  law  of  1838  directed  tli.it  but  a  porlinn 
(not  exceeding  one-half)  of  amounts  appropriated  .should  be 
expended  in  tliat  year. 
Bureau  of  Corps  Top.  Engineers,  Dec  6,  1846. 
J.J.  ABERT, 
Corps  of  Topographical  Engineers, 

From  this  document  it  appears,  (said  Mr.  S.,) 

that — 

DuringMr. Monroe's  Administration  there  was 
appropriated  for  internal  improvements $702,691  60 

During  Mr.  Adams's  four  years  there  was  appro- 
priated  2,311,475  26 

During  Gen.  Jackson's  1st  term,  $3,983,978  13 
Do.  do.  2d  term,     5,990,837  93 


During  General  Jackson's  eight  years 9,974,115  38 

The  average  per  annum  during  Mr.  Adams's 

Administration  was.. 577,868  81 

The  average  per  annum  during  General  Jack- 
son's Administration  was 1,246,764  42 

The  President  also  intimated  in  his  message 
now  upon  the  table,  that  a  standing  army  was  dan- 
gerous to  the  liberties  of  the  people.  He  would 
have  the  country  perhaps  believe,  that  he  there 
recommended  a  reduction  of  the  army  to  its  num- 
ber before  the  war.  Now  this  he  (Mr.  S.)  be- 
lieved was  a  deliberate  attempt  to  create  a  false 
impression  upon  the  country.  The  President  had 
told  us,  in  his  message,  that — 

"The  old  army,  as  it  e.visted  before  the  commencement  of 
the  war  with  Mexico,  especially  if  authority  be  given  to  fill 
up  the  rank  and  file  of  the  several  corps  to  the  maximum 
number  authorized  during  the  war,  it  is  believed  will  be  a 
sufficient  force  to  he  retained  in  service  during  a  period  of 
peace.  A  few  additional  officers  in  the  line  and  stafl'of  the 
army  have  been  authorized,  and  these,  it  is  believed,  will  bo 
necessary  in  the  peace  establishment,  and  should  be  retained 
in  the  service.  The  number  of  the  general  officers  may  be 
reduced,  as  vacancies  occur  by  the  casualties  of  the  service, 
to  what  it  was  before  the  war. 

"  While  the  people  of  other  countries,  who  live  under 
forms  of  Government  less  free  than  our  own,  have  been  for 
ages  oppressed  by  taxation  to  support  large  standing  armies 
in  periods  of  peace,  our  experience  has  shown  that  such 
establishments  are  unnecessary  in  a  republic.  Our  standing 
army  is  to  be  found  in  the  bosom  of  society.  It  is  composed 
of  free  citizens,  who  are  ever  ready  to  take  up  arms  in  the 
service  of  their  country  when  an  emergency  requires  it. 
Our  experience  in  the  war  just  closed  fully  confirms  the 
opinion  that  such  an  army  may  be  raised  upon  a  few  weeks' 
notice,  and  that  our  ciliziMi-soldiors  are  equ.il  to  any  troops 
in  the  world.  No  re.asou,  therefore,  is  perceived  why  we 
should  enlarge  our  land  forces,  and  there'iy.  subject  the 
Treasury  to  arr  annual  increased  charge,  Sound  policy  re- 
quiroB  that  we  should  avoid  the  creation  of  a  large  standing! 
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army  in  a  period  of  peace.  No  public  exigencj'  requires 
it.  Snch  armies  are  not  only  expensive  and  unnecessary, 
but  may  become  dangerous  to  liberty." 

Now,  who  can  doubt  that  it  was  sought  to  make 
the  honest  people  of  the  country  suppose  that  this 
was  a  recommendation  to  Congress  to  go  back  to 
the  peace  establishment  as  it  existed  before  the 
war.'  No  such  thing.  The  bill  of  the  I3th  May, 
1846,  empowered  the  President  to  double  the  army; 
and  if  the  army  were  to  remain  as  the  President 
here  clearly  intimates  as  proper,  and  said  might 
safely  be  done,  it  would  be  17,256  men  in  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  army,  instead  of  8,616,  as  it  existed 
before  this  war.  If  the  intimation  of  the  President, 
or  covert  recommendation,  should  be  carried  out, 
our  standing  army  would  be  doubled. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  obtained  the  floor,  and 
said  he  had  risen,  without  previous  pi-eparation,  to 
make  such  reply  as  he  might,  from  his  general 
knowledge  of  the  facts  and  circurnstances,  to  the 
extraordinary  speech  which  had  just  been  deliver- 
ed— with  much  eloquence  and  ability,  he  confessed 
— by  the  gentlem.an  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Ste- 
phens.] He  had  had  some  experience  in  this 
body;  he  had  been  hei-e  several  years,  and  he  must 
confess  the  spectacle  exhibited  this  morning  was 
the  most  extr-aordinary  of  any  which  had  ever 
come  to  his  knowledge  within  the  walls  of  this 
chamber.  What  were  the  facts.'  A  few  days  ago 
this  House  had  i-eceived  a  message  from  the  Pi-esi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  communicating  the  treaty 
which  terminated  the  war  with  Mexico,  and,  in- 
stead of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
meeting  the  question  and  the  facts  presented  in 
that  message,  they  were  found  now  sedulously, 
ingeniously  devising  means  to  avoid  the  responsi- 
bility of  meeting  this  question  and  the  facts — he 
might  say,  by  resorting  to  a  subtei-fuge.  The 
President  informed  us  in  his  message  that  the  war 
had  terminated;  that  by  the  treaty  terminating  the 
war  we  had  acquired  jSTew  Mexico  and  California. 
What  was  the  extent  of  these  countries.'  We 
found  that  California  stretched  upon  t-he  Pacific 
coast  something  like  one  thousand  miles;  that  it 
extended  back  upon  the  continent  some  six  or 
seven  hundred  miles;  that  California  comprised 
within  its  limits  the  great  Pacific  harbor  of  the 
world — a  harbor  of  sufficient  capacity  to  receive 
all  the  navies  of  the  world.  Wc  found  that  by 
the  acquisition  of  California  we  had  obtained  the 
mastery  of  the  Pacific— the  control  of  that  great 
ocean  which  opened  out  upon  the  East  Iridies  and 
China,  which  country  we  might  reach  in  thirty 
days  with  the  aid  of  steam  power;  and  that  inex- 
haustible markets  had  been  opened  for  the  products 
of  our  country.  We  found  that  this  vast  acquisi- 
tion had  been  made  by  this  war,  and  consummated 
by  this  ti-eaty.  Not  only  had  we  acquired  Cali- 
fornia, but  New  Mexico,  a  part  of  which  counti-y 
bordering  upon  the  Rio  Grande  contained  excel- 
lent lands,  capable  of  producing  such  grains  as 
were  grown  in  this  country,  and  vines  from  which 
were  manufactured  the  finest  wines— wines  high 
in  estimation  in  Mexico  andjin  the  United  States. 
The  President  told  us  that  all  this  had  been  ac- 
quired by  this  war;  and  now  what  did  he  propose.' 
He  asked  Congress  to  take  measures  to  consum- 
mate these  acquisitions,  to  render  them  eflectual; 
and  Democrats  on  this  floor  were  pi-epared  to  do 
so.  But  what  was  the  position  taken  by  the  Op- 
position.' Did  they  come  forward  to  meet  the 
question,  and  to  disparage  the  value  of  these  acqui- 
sitions.' No;  but  to  revamp  an  old  question,  to 
renew  an  old  issue,  and  thus  avoid  meetmg  the 
subject.  The  Whig  members  of  the  House  came 
forward,  not  directly  to  i-esist  the  consummntion 
of  the  measures  recommended  by  the  President,, 
but  to  make  an  old  issue  a  new  one— to  bring  up 
ac'ain  the  question  of  the  boundary  of  Texas  the 
question  of  the  power  of  the  Pr-osident  ot  the  Uni- 
ted States,  under  the  Constitution,  to  establish 
military  governmenta  in  New  Mexico  and  Califor- 
nia- and  thus,  by  indirection  and  evasion,  they 
sou'°-ht  10  shirk  ft-om  their  position  of  opposition 
to  the  war,  and  of  undei--estimating  the  value  ot 
kho  acquisition  of  the  extensive  territories  whicji 
became  mxs  undsr  the  treaty.  The  coyiiiry  wottl.(i 
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appreciate  the  effort.  A  few  days  ago,  as  soon  as 
the  message  had  been  received  from  ihe  President 
of  the  Unifed  Slates,  the  !!;enllenian  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Vis'TOs-}had  proposed  tluu  its  reference  should  be 
arrested  until  the  President  had  advised  this  Flouse 
by  what  authority  he  had  established  military  gov- 
ernments in  New  Mexico  east  of  the  Rio  Grande. 
Was  that  gentleman,  he  wislied  to  aslc,  prepared 
to  refuse  laws  granting  donations  of  lands  to  the 
settlers  in  that  country?  Was  he  prepared  to  re- 
fuse to  extend  civil  government  over  that  country, 
to  extend  our  commercial  sy.stem  over  the  harbors 
and  forts  of  California,  until  the  President  had  been 
catechised  by  this  llnu.se,  and  had  advised  ihem — 
ofwhathehad  already  advised  them — of  the  au- 
thority by  virtue  of  which  he  had  established  mil- 
itary governments  in  New  i\Iexico  and  California? 
Upon  the  call  of  a  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Garrett  Davis,]  the  President  had,  at  the 
last  session,  informed  Congress  that  it  was  under 
the  authority  of  the  United  States  as  a  conqueror 
that  these  military  governments  had  been  estab- 
lished; that  they  had  only  been  established  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  the  benefits  of  our  conc[uest; 
that  he  had  only  gone  to  the  extent  of  the  author- 
ity of  the  conqueror  under  the  principles  of  inter- 
national law;  and  that,  in  fact,  his  course  had  been 
agreal  amelioration  fi'oni  the  rigidness  and  severity 
of  the  old  system  of  military  law. 

Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  would  arrest  the 
consummation  of  all  these  measures;  would  keej) 
New  Mexico  and  California  out  of  the  Union; 
would  refuse  to  giant  bounties  of  lands  to  our  set- 
tlers there;  to  establish  civil  governments  for  (he 
protection  of  those  of  our  citizens  ilicre,  and  who 
should  go  there;  to  extend  our  commercial  system 
over  the  ports  and  harbors  of  that  country,  and 
thus  open  a  new  and  important  source  of  revenue 
for  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  until  they 
should  obtain,  what  had  alieady  been  furnished 
by  the  President,  full  and  satisfactory  information 
as  to  the  authority  by  which  he  had  set  up  military 
governments  over  the  conquered  country  during 
the  time  of  war.  It  was  a  false  issue  attempted 
to  be  played  off  upon  the  country — an  effort  to 
skulk  the  tremendous  responsibility  which  resulted 
from  the  uniform  opposition  ihey  had  made  to  the 
war  which  had  now  so  successfidly  and  so  bril- 
liantly terminated. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  said  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  did  not  touch  the  point  at  issue  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  or  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia:  Was  Santa  Fe  in  Texas  or  not?  Before 
they  agreed  to  set  up  civil  government  over  Santa 
Fe,  they  wished  to  know  whether  it  was  actually 
■within  the  territory  and  jurisdiction  of  a  sovereign 
StiUe  or  not? 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  replied  that  he  was  com- 
ing to  that  point  in  due  time.  The  complaint  he 
made  against  the  Whig  party  was  one  founded 
upon  the  fact  that  they  had  unilbrmly  opposed  this 
war,  and  were  now  trying  to  prevent  the  consum- 
mation of  the  acquisitions  brought  about  by  it. 
How  ?  By  meeting  the  question  directly,  boldly  ? 
No;  by  indirection,  by  subterfuge,  by  making 
anew  the  question  of  boundary,  and  of  the  author- 
ity of  the  President  to  establish  military  govern- 
ments in  the  conquered  territory.  In  this  way 
they  were  atiempting  to  dodge  tlie  responsibility  of 
th?  position  tliey  had  taken  in  reference  to  this  war. 
Why  was  it  that  they  sought  to  evade  this  respon- 
sibility? Vv'^as  it  because  they  indulged  the  vain 
delusion  that  they  would  succeed  in  electing  their 
candidate  for  the  Presidency,  and  because  they 
foresaw  that  in  that  event  they  would  be  unable 
to  administer  the  Government?  He  would  not 
impute  anything  to  them  as  gentlemen  of  respecta- 
bility and  honor,  but  their  principles  were  so  inco- 
herent, so  inconsi.sient,  that  it  was  impo.ssible  for 
them  to  exercise  power,  if  they  should  happen  to 
be  elevated  to  it,  ofwliicii  he  assured  them  there  was 
no  chance.  Hence  we  had  found  that  under  the 
elder  Adam.s  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  had  been 
forced  upon  the  country,  which  had  aroused  the 
indignation  of  the  people  to  such  an  extent  that 
both  they  and  their  authors  had  been  swept  away 
in  tlie  whirlwind  of  popular  fury;  hence  it  was 
that  under  the  younger  Adams  an  enormou.-?  sy.s- 
tem  of  internal  in)[n-i)vcmenls  had  been  projccied, 
which,  if  carried  out,  would  have  involved  this 
Governnunl  in  a  debt  of  a  hundred  millions;  and 
now,  if  they  should  elect  their  President,  which 
they  were  very  far  from  doing,  they  knew  that 
th«y  would  be  unable  to  udminisiter  this  Govern- 


ment in  reference  to  its  Territories;  they  knew  that 
there  was  not  cohesive  power  enough  in  their  party 
to  enable  them  to  estrti)lish  civil  governments  over 
these  Territories,  to  establish  a  land  system;  they 
knew  that  they  could  not  agree  to  the  incorporation  ■ 
of  these  Territories  into  the  Union  as  a  part  of  the 
Union;  and  hence,  at  this  early  day,  they  sought  | 
to  throw  away  the  fruits  of  this  war  in  the  acquis!-  I 
tion  of  New  Mexico  and  California.  ! 

Fie  now  came  to  the  question  of  boundary,  and  ' 
he  would  remark  in  the  outset  that  there  was  noth-  ' 
ing  in  it  that  should  influence  the  action  of  this 
House  in  reference  to  its  duties  in  the  establish- 
ment of  civil  governments  in  New  Mexico  and 
California.  Even  if  the  President  had  once  held 
the  opinion  that  Texas  extended  from  the  mouth 
to  the  source  of  the  Rio  Grande,  yet  if  in  point  of 
fact  it  did  not,  did  that  fact  authorize  this  Plouse 
to  refuse  the  necessary  legislation  in  regard  to  these 
Territories?  Suppose  the  President  were  in  error 
— which  he  did  not  concede — was  that  sufficient  ! 
reason  for  this  House  to  neglect  to  di.^charge  its  I 
solemn  duties  with  reference  to  New  Mexico  and  \ 
California — to  refer  and  act  upon  the  message  of  | 
the  President  informing  them  of  a  treaty  of  peace  ! 
and  of  the  conclusion  of  the  war?  But  what  were  * 
the  facts?  The  boundary  of  the  Spanish  province 
of  Texas  extended  perhaps  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Rio  Grande  with  that  stream  to  the  30th  parallel 
of  north  latitude;  thence,  by  the  San  Saba  moun- 
tains, to  Red  river.  Now,  Texas  claimed  for  the 
whole  extent  of  the  Rio  Grande,  but,  in  point  of 
fact,  her  boundary  and  her  jurisdiction  did  not  ex- 
tend above  27|  degrees  north  on  the  Rio  Grande; 
at  all  events,  not  beyond  the  30th  degree  north. 
To  the  north  Taos,  Santa  Fe,  Albuquerque,  and 
other  villages,  were  in  the  possession  of  the  Mexi- 
cans. The  President,  then,  had  as  rightfully  es- 
tablished military  government  over  Santa  Fe  as  he 
had  over  any  portion  of  Mexico  west  of  the  Rio 
Grande.  When  the  war  broke  out,  the  President 
found  Santa  Fe  in  the  possession  of  the  Mexicans; 
he  directed  one  of  the  columns  of  our  army  into  that 
country;  General  Kearny  overran  it,  established 
military  government  there,  instead  of  the  hostile 
Mexican  government  which  he  tbund  there.  If  he 
was  authorized  to  establish  military  authority  west 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  he  was  equally  so  east  of  that 
river,  to  the  extent  of  the  hostile  possession  of  the 
Mexicans. 

But  he  did  not  understand  the  President,  in  that 
portion  of  his  message  read  by  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  to  say  that  the  boundary  of  Texas  ex- 
tended from  the  mouth  to  the  source  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  or  to  the  42d  degree  of  north  latitude.  He 
was  speaking  of  the  boundary  or  limit  which 
Texas  claimed^  and  he  understood  the  President  to 
say  that  by  the  act  of  1836  the  Legislature  of 
Texas  had  claimed  the  Rio  Grande  from  its  mouth 
to  its  source,  or  to  42°  north,  as  its  western  bound- 
ary. The  President  only  undertook  to  repeat  what 
Texas  claimed,  and  he  did  not  understand  him  to 
affirm  in  fact  that  the  Rio  Grande  in  its  whole  ex- 
tent was  the  bovmdary.  He  (Mr.  McC.)  was  sat- 
isfied, he  was  clear  upon  the  point,  that  the  bound- 
ary of  Texas  did  not  extend  to  the  Rio  Grande  in 
its  whole  extent,  but  that  a  great  portion  of  the 
country  east  of  the  Rio  Grande,  contiguous  to 
Texas,  belonged  to  New  Mexico;  and  he  pre- 
sumed that  was  the  opinion  of  a  large  majority  of 
the  House  and  of  the  country  where  the  subject 
had  been  investigated. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  made  a  ques- 
tion of  the  extent  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  as  a  conqueror.  The  authority  of  this  Gov- 
ernment as  a  conqueror  was  equal  to  the  authority 
of  any  other  Government  in  the  world — restrained, 
however,  by  such  general  limitations  as  the  Con- 
stitution mi^ht  imfiose.  He  said,  therefore,  that 
whatever  rules  or  government  any  other  Govern- 
ment might  adopt,  our  Government  might  also 
adopt — restrained,  however,  by  the  general  limita- 
tions of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  wished  to  know  who  was  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  Was  it  the 
President? 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  replied  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  was  the  representative  of  the 
military  authority  of  ihc  country,  as  the  Constitu- 
tion provided  that  he  should  be  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States, 
and  of  the  militia  of  the  several  States  when  called 
into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  Slates.  He 
repr««erited  the  military  authority  of  the  country, 


and  might  do,  subject  to  the  general  limitations  of 
the  Constitution,  what  any  conqueror  might  do. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  adverted 
to  the  debt  created  liy  this  war,  and  undertaken  to 
impeach  the  veracity  of  the  President  for  saying, 
as  the  gentleman  represented  him  to  have  said,  that 
the  debt  now  existing,  incurred  in  consequence  of 
this  war,  amounted 'to  some  ^65,000,000.  The 
President  said  no  such  thing;  and  if  the  gentleman 
had  examined  this  part  of  the  message  as  carefLilly 
as  he  had  those  parts  on  which  he  had  undertaken 
to  attack  the  President,  he  would  have  found  that 
the  President  made  no  such  assertion.  The  Presi- 
dent spoke  of  the  debt  as  existing  now  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  when  he  said  it  was  $65,000,000,  and 
not  of  the  expenses  of  the  war.  We  all  knew  that 
the  expenses  of  the  war  exceeded  ^65,000,000. 
The  President  said,  after  the  end  of  a  war  of  two 
or  three  years,  after  overrunning  the  extremities 
of  a  large  empire,  after  conquering  several  of  the 
States  of  Mexico,  and  reducing  several  provinces 
to  our  possession  and  ownership  by  treaty,  the 
public  debt  of  the  country  amounted  to  only 
«,65,000,000. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  as 
he  understood  the  President,  he  stated  the  whole 
amount  of  our  national  debt  at  present  to  be 
$65,000,000,  and  that,  at  the  commencement  of  his 
administration,  it  was  $17,000,000. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  accepted  the  explanation. 
He  had  intended  to  say  that  the  entire  debt  of  the 
United  States  at  the  present  time  amounted  to  some 
1^65,000,000,  after  having  overrun  a  vast  country; 
having  reduced  to  our  ownership  an  extensive  ter- 
ritory; after  having  vindicated  our  name  in  the 
estimation  of  the  world,  through  the  process  of 
our  people  in  every  battle  which  had  been  fought, 
and  their  readiness  and  ability  to  meet  every  emer- 
gency that  might  arise.  But  it  came  with  ill  grace 
from  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to  declaim  against 
a  public  debt,  when  the  Administration  which  had 
preceded  the  present  had  found  a  public  debt  of 
some  $8,000,000,  and  in  a  short  time  had  increased 
it  to  $26,000,000,  and  that  in  a  time  of  profound 
peace,  in  violation  of  their  professions  of  economy, 
in  virtue  of  which  principally  they  had  obtained 
power.  He  understood  it  tobeone  of  thedoctrtnes 
of  the  Whig  party  that  a  public  debt  was  a  public 
blessing. 

Mr.  DUER.  Whence  does  the  gentleman  de- 
rive that  doctrine? 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  What  gentleman  of  the 
Whig  party  holds  such  doctrines? 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  replied  that  he  had  come 
to  the  conclusion  fmm  their  wasteful  extravagance 
by  their  uniform  disposition  to  vote  every  appro- 
priation which  was  proposed. 

Mr.  BOYDON  wished  to  know  if  the  present 
party  in  power,  who  talked  so  loudly  of  economy, 
had  not  reduced  the  expenditures  of  the  Govern- 
ment from  sotye  $J2,000,000  or  $13,000,000  under 
Mr.  Adams,  to  between  §30,000,000  and  $40,000,- 
000  under  Mr.  Polk? 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  confessed  that  the  public 
expenditures  had  increased  as  our  population  had 
increased,  as  our  country  had  expanded,  as  the 
public  interests  had  become  more  complicated,  as 
the  necessities  for  expenditures  in  many  directions 
had  increased.  Did  the  gentleman,  ais  a  sane  man, 
believe  that  the  expenditures  of  the  Government 
could  be  limited  to  what  they  were  under  General 
Washington  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  when  we  had  only 
four  or  five  millions  of  people,  when  our  western 
limit  was  the  Alleghanies,  when  the  vast  empire  of 
the  valley  of  the  jMississippi  had  scarcelj'  been 
marked  by  the  footstep  of  a  white  man?  Or  did 
he  expect  to  dupe  the  people  so  as  to  believe  it? 
The  thing  was  absurd.  Our  expenditures,  as  a 
matter  of  necessity,  had  increased  correspondingly 
with  the  increase  of  our  country  and  the  wants  of 
our  country. 

But  under  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration,  a 
war  had  existed  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Seminole  Indians,  and  it  had  been  a  subject  of  loud 
clamor  and  denunciation  that  the  expenditures 
under  Mr.  Van  Bureii  were  wasteful  and  extrava- 
gant; that  he  should  be  ejected  from  power  and 
Harrison  and  Tyler  installed,  and  that  the  expend- 
itures should  be  reduced.  But  were  these  prom- 
ises realized?  On  the  contrary,  when  General 
Harrison  had  come  into  power,  and  this  war  had 
ceased,  so  far  from  reducing  the  expenses  of  the 
Government,  they  were  increased;  so  far  from  re- 
ducing the  public  d«bt,  th«y  added   to  it.     And 
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this  all  in  a  state  of  profound  peace!  With  what 
consistency,  then,  did  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
tleclaim  against  the  pui)lic  debt  incurred  during  the 
great  emergencies  of  existing  war? 

Mr.  STEPHEN'S  wished  to  state  that  the  debt 
created  by  the  Whigs  arose  from  the  funding  of 
the  accumulated  debt  of  the  country,  in  the  nature 
of  outstanding  treasury  notes,  at  the  time  of  their 
coming  into  power  in  1841.  The  accruing  revenue 
at  the  time,  under  the  operation  of  the  tariff  left 
by  the  Democratic  administration,  had  run  down 
to  about  eleven  millions  of  dollars.  From  the  de- 
ficiency of  the  accruing  revenue  to  meet  the  ordi- 
nary wants  of  the  treasury,  Mr.  Van  Buren  had 
issued  an  enormous  amount  of  treasury  notes. 
These  notes  had  been  funded  by  the  Whig  admin- 
istration when  they  came  into  power  in  March, 
1841;  that  was  the  only  debt;  and  it  was  being 
rapidly  paid  off  under  the  tariff  of  1842.  It  had 
been  reduced  on  the  incoming  of  this  Administra- 
tion to  §17,000,000,  and  that  tariff  had  brought  a 
surplus  of  §10,000,000  into  the  treasury,  which 
would  have  reduced  it  to  $7,000,000. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  understood  the  effect  of 
the  gentleman's  explanation  to  be  this:  that  the 
public  debt  under  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  so  large 
and  so  indefinite  in  its  form  that  when  the  Whigs 
came  into  power  in  1841  they  had  found  it  neces- 
sary to  fund  it,  and  that,  in  effect,  the  puljlic  debt 
had  not  been  increased  under  General  Harrison's 
administration.  Now, he  took  issue  with  the  gen- 
tleman, and  he  did  not  speak  from  a  general  recol- 
Section  of  facts,  but  from  the  facts  themselves. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  explained  that  the  gentleman 
had  misapprehended  him,  and  that  he  had  stated, 
or  intended  to  state,  that  no  other  public  debt  was 
created  by  the  Whigs  except  that  which  was  neces- 
sary to  meet  the  deficiency  in  the  accruing  reve- 
nue, that,  under  the  operation  of  the  tariff  under 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  (during  the  last  years  of  the  com- 
promise act,)  had  run  down  to  eleven  millions  of 
dollars  per  annum.  That  was  the  whole  amount 
of  the  accruing  revenue.  It  was  not,  of  course, 
sufficient  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
Government,  which,  he  would  state,  were  greatly 
Jess  than  those  under  Mr.  Van  Buren — at  least  ten 
millions  of  dollars  less  than  the  highest  expendi- 
tures under  his  administration.  The  Whigs,  he 
acknowledged,  were  obliged,  on  first  coming  into 
power,  to  increase  the  debt,  but  it  was  owing  to 
the  misrule  of  the  Democratic  party  in  reference 
to  the  tariff;  but  as  soon  as  the  tariff  of  1842,  which 
they  passed,  had  time  to  go  into  effect,  it  proved 
sufficient  not  only  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses 
of  the  Government,  but  rapidly  to  pay  off  the 
public  debt;  which  had  in  effect  been  done  to  within 
seven  millions  of  dollars,  the  amount  of  debt  upon 
Mr.  Polk's  elevation  to  the  Presidency  being  sev- 
enteen millions  of  dollars,  and  there  being  a  sur- 
plus often  millions  in  the  treasury. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  understood  the  gentle- 
man's explanation  then  to  be,  that  the  Whigs, 
when  they  came  into  power  in  1841,  had  found 
the  accruing  revenues  of  the  Government  insuf- 
ficient to  meet  its  ordinary  expenditures  in  time 
of  profound  peace,  when  these  same  accruing  rev- 
enues had  been  sufficient  to  support  Mr.  Van 
Buren 's  administration  in  a  war  with  the  Seminole 
Indians. 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Not  at  all.  Mr.  Van  Buren 
found  the  revenue  a  good  deal  too  small,  and  made 
up  the  deficiency  by  issuing  treasury  notes. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  proposed  to  reduce  these 
speculations  to  facts.  The  expenditures  of  the  last 
year  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration  were  less 
than  those  of  the  first  year  of  the  Whig  adminis- 
tration. The  public  debt  when  Mr.  Van  Buren 
went  out  was  a  little  more  than  §8,000,000,  em- 
bracing outstanding  claims,  and  that  was  all  that 
it  amounted  to.  Within  perhaps  the  first  year, 
or  if  not  the  first  year,  at  all  events  within  the  two 
years  immediately  succeeding  the  inauguration  of 
General  Harrison,  the  public  debt  was  increased 
to  some  §26,000,000;  so  that  not  only  were  the 
expen.sesofa  Whig  administration,  but  the  public 
debt  increased,  and  that  in  a  state  of  profound 
peace.  Yet  the  gentleman  rose  and  taunted  the 
Democratic  party  with  a  public  debt  which  had 
been  brought  about  by  a  great,  a  brilliant,  a  suc- 
cessful war;  a  war  wh.ich  had  far  more  than  reim- 
bursed the  expenses  in  the  value  of  the  country 
acquired. 

The  gentleman  had  also  spoken  of  the  ungen- 
erous course,  e^a  hit  held,  of  Mr.  Polk  tosvards 


General  Taylor.  How  had  that  course  been  un- 
generous, or  unjust?  At  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war,  had  not  the  President  selected  General  Taylor 
from  all  the  officers  of  the  army  for  the  command? 
Was  that  an  act  of  hostility?  Shortly  after,  had 
he  not  promoted  him  to  be  a  major  general,  and 
put  him  in  command  of  all  the  army  in  Mexico 
for  a  time?  And  during  the  greater  part  of  the  war, 
had  not  General  Taylor  been  holding  the  rank  of 
major  general?  Had  this  been  unjust  or  ungen- 
erous? It  occurred  to  liim  that  it  was  rather  unjust 
and  ungenerous  in  the  gentleman  to  bring  this 
charge  against  the  Administration.  The  gentleman 
said  the  Administration  had  stripped  General  Tay- 
lor of  his  arms,  and  left  him  with  a  small  band  at 
Buena  Vista  to  defend  himself  against  the  thou- 
sands who  attacked  him  there.  The  thousands 
who  were  taken  from  him  there  were  taken  ttnder 
the  command  and  by  the  recommendation  of  Gen- 
eral Scott.  It  had  become  necessary,  as  he  (Mr. 
McC.)  understood,  not  only  in  the  judgment  of 
General  Scott,  but  of  General  Taylor,  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  men  in  his  command  should  be  detached 
to  General  Scott,  in  order  that  the  line  of  opera- 
tions from  Vera  Cruz  to  Mexico  might  be  carried 
on. 

But  the  gentleman  glorified  General  Taylor  for 
his  military  achievements.  He  (Mr.  McC.)  would 
be  the  very  last  man  to  detract  one  particle  from 
his  reputation.  He  had  served  his  country  faith- 
fully; he  had  served  his  country  well.  He  was 
willing  to  accord  to  him  all  the  honor  which  was 
due  to  him  as  a  military  chieftain.  But  with  what 
|)ropriety  could  it  be  said  before  the  country  that  he 
was  fit  to  occupy  the  highest  civil  station  within 
the  gift  of  the  people — the  highest  civil  office  in  the 
world  ?  A  few  years  ago  the  voice  of  the  gentleman 
and  of  his  whole  party  had  been  heard  denouncing, 
in  eloquent  tones, fromoneend  of  the  country  to  the 
other,  the  policy  of  elevating  military  chieftains 
to  the  Presidency  as  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of 
the  country;  and  the  great  "  embodiment"  of  the 
Whig  party,  as  he  (Mr.  McC.)  had  understood 
from  history  and  tradition,  had  solemnly  declared 
that  he  would  rather  see  war,  pestilence,  and  famine 
desolate  the  country,  than  to  see  a  military  hero 
elevated  to  the  Executive  chair.  He  had  made 
the  declaration  in  reference  to  General  Jackson, 
whose  civil  was  superior  to  his  military  reputa- 
tion. He  had  been  a  lawyer,  a  district  judge,  a 
member  of  the  convention  which  framed  the  con- 
stitution of  Tennessee,  a  United  States  Senator, 
the  Governor  of  Florida,  a  minister  to  Mexico. 
The  greater  portion  of  his  life  after  he  had  attained 
his  majority  had  been  s|3ent  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  and  his  military  reputation  was  only  in- 
cidental and  subordinate  to  his  civil  merits.  Yet, 
in  reference  to  that  man,  the  great  leader  and  em- 
bodiment of  Whigery  had  proclaimed  he  would 
rather  see  war,  pestilence,  and  famine  desolate  the 
country  than  see  a  military  chieftain  elected  Presi- 
dent. Was  it  asserted  that  General  Taylor,  with 
all  his  military  skill — which  he  (Mr.  McC.)  admired 
— had  had  any  civil  experience;  that  he  had  ever 
devoted  a  week,  a  month,  a  year  to  the  study  of 
political  economy;  that  he  was  anything  more 
than  a  military  chieftain  and  an  honest  man  ?  And 
v/hat  did  gentlemen  propose?  They  proposed  to 
transfer  a  military  chieftain,  unrecommended  by 
any  great  civil  services  and  experience,  reeking — 
although  he  did  not  raise  this  as  an  objection  for 
himself — reeking  with  blood  and  carnage  from  the 
battle-field,  to  the  highest  civil  office  known  to  our 
Constitution  or  to  the  world! 

But  one  word  in  regard  to  the  cause  of  this  war. 
The  gentleman  from  Georgia  had  denounced  the 
President  as  being  the  cause  of  this  war,  by  the 
perpetration  of  an  unconstitutional,  unwarrantable 
act.  He  (Mr.  McC.)  held  that  the  President  was 
not  responsible  for  this  war.  He  held  that  the 
Whig  party,  who  elected  John  Tyler,  who  pro- 
jected the  scheme  of  aanexation,  and  precipitated 
the  question  upon  the  country,  were  responsible 
for  the  war.  The  party  with  whom  he  was  asso- 
ciated had  told  their  opponents,  when  they  broui^ht 
John  Tyler  before  the  country,  and  were  eulogiz- 
ing him  as  a  worthy  candidate,  that  he  was  unfit 
for  the  place.  Why  had  they  elected  him?  Be- 
cause he  was  the  ty|>e  and  the  representative  of 
thesouthern  modification  of  Wliigery;  because  he 
was  relied  on  to  brina;  the  South  to  the  support  of 
the  Whig  ticket,  while  General  Harrison  was  to 
command  the  support  of  the  North  and  West. 
This  same  John  Tyler,  who  had  been  elected  by 


the  Whigs  against  the  expostulation  and  efforts  of 
the  party  witii  whom  he  acted,  had  projected  the 
annexation  of  Texas,  and  in  effect  consummated 
the  annexation  of  Texas;  and  it  was  not  for  the 
Whig  party  to  shrink  from  the  responsibility 
v/hich  attached  to  them  in  consequence. 

Mr.  SCHEIMCK  wished  to  know  if  the  gentle- 
man, at  this  late  day,  pretended  to  hold  the  Whig 
party  responsible  for  the  acts  of  John  Tyler?  The 
Whigs  had  only  supported  him  until  they  found 
him  dishonest,  and  then  the  Democrats  took  him 
up. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  repeated  that  the  Whig 
party  supported  Mr.  Tyler  because  they  regarded 
him  as  the  exponent  of  Whig  policy  at  the  South, 
while  Grcnerai  Harrison  was  to  ensure  the  support 
of  the  Federalists  of  the  North  and  the  Whigs  of 
the  West.     The  argument  was — 

"  We  20  for  Tip  and  Tyler  therefore, 
Without  a  why  or  wherefore." 

These  were  the  evils  which  he  and  gentlemen 
with  whom  heacted  had  predicted  would  be  brought 
upon  the  country  by  the  success  of  the  Whig  party 
inlS40.  They  had  foretold,  if  not  that  war  would  be 
produced,  that  the  public  debt  would  be  increased, 
that  the  public  expenditures  would  be  wastefuUy, 
extravagantly  increased,  and  that  there  would  be 
a  reign  of  misrule;  and  their  prediction  had  been 
realized.  He  might  say  that  Mr.  Tyler,  in  his 
connection  with  the  question  of  annexation,  had 
done  it  as  much  for  the  disorganization  and  defeat 
of  the  Democratic  party  in  the  nomination  lliey 
were  about  to  make  as  for  the  success  of  the 
measure.  The  Democratic  paity  were  not  resfjon- 
sible  for  Mr.  Tyler's  acts;  but  the  Whig  party, 
who  forced  him  upon  the  countrv  through  their 
arts  and  devices.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  asked 
him  whether  the  Whig  party  did  not  discard  Mr. 
Tyler  when  he  betrayed  them,  and  if  the  Demo- 
cratic party  did  not  support  him  ?  He  (Mr.  McC.) 
replied,  the  Democratic  party  did  not  support  him. 
He,  for  one,  did  not;  nordid  the  Democratic  party 
in  this  House.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  said  he 
(Mr.  Tyler)  supported  the  Demorratic  party.  He 
did  support  the  Democratic  party  by  brine:ing  for- 
ward the  question  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
divide  and  distract  that  party. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  had  .sup- 
ported a  great  many  of  the  Democracy  by  distrib- 
uting to  them  the  loaves  and  fishes. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  knew  it  was  the  practice 
of  gentlemen  to  meet  facts  \v\i\\  bold  and  ground- 
less assertions.  He  (Mr.  McC.)  knew  the  Demo- 
cratic party  had  never  had  any  connection  with 
John  Tyler;  he  knew  he  (Mr.  Tyler)  had  projected 
the  annexation  of  Texas  with  the  view  of  defeat- 
ing the  Democratic  candidate  for  the  Presidency, 
and  everybody  admitted  that  the  war  had  grown 
out  of  the  annexation  of  Texas. 

In  resuming  his  seat,  he  apologized  for  the  hasty 
and  desultory  manner  in  which,  having  risen  with- 
out preparation,  he  had  presented  facts;  such  facts, 
he  trusted,  as  were  of  themselves  a  sufficient  an- 
swer and  a  complete  refutation  of  the  charges 
brought  forward   by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  next  rose,  and  said  that  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  deprecated  the  introduction 
and  discussion  of  the  subject  now  before  the  House. 
Looking  at  it  from  another  point  of  view,  he  (Mr. 
S.)  congratulated  the  House  and  the  country  that 
it  had  taken  place,  and  expressed  the  hearty  hope 
that  there  would  be  much  more  of  the  same  sort 
before  the  remainder  of  the  session  was  consumed. 
They  had  now  engaged  iii  treating  of  matters  in 
the  discussion  of  which  they  should  have  been 
employed  as  early  as  the  first  week  of  the  session. 
The  country,  and  he  might  say  the  Whig  party, 
expected  a  great  deal  of  this  House  of  Represent- 
atives; and  especially  that  every  effort  would  be 
made  to  ferret  out  the  misdemeanors,  the  miscon- 
duct, the  usurpation  of  power,  and  outrages  upon 
the  ritjhts  of  the  people  committed  by  this  Admin- 
istration. 

Mr.  S.  also  made  free  use  of  the  P.csidcnt's  mes- 
sage, concerning  the  new  governments  in  Mexico, 
arguing  that  he  was  in  conflict  with  himself,  and 
commenting  with  much  emphasis  thereon. 

Mr.  DOiN'NELL  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tions by  adding  the  following  thereto: 

Rciolvcil,  further,  'l'li:it  tfic  rrcsidi'iit  of  tile  United  States 
l)e  reqiu-steil  to  inform  tlii-  lloii-ii'  liow  innch  ••  puulic  1:ituI" 
tlie-(;i>vi'rnn)i'nt  of  Ihc;  I'niled  Sliilo  li.is  ;iei]nnod  under 
tl\e  tiftli  arliclr  of  Uie  tri'aty  ooncliidcd  and  si-ned  on  the  2U 
day  of  Fehrniiry,  1848,  between  Ihc^  Unilixl  States  of  Ameri- 
ca and  tUo  Mexican  Uepublle,  wliioh  ia  1V««  from  and  not 
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includPd  wiiliin  prants  heretolbre  made  by  tho  Governmeiil 
orS|):iiii  an  I  Mexico:  and  also  how  iniioli  olsiicli  "ijubiic 
land"  is  wiihin  tlii^  boundaries  of"  Texas,  3S  defined  by  tlie 
act  ol'tbe  Coiicre-s  ot'the  R'i)ublif  of  Texas  ol' the  19lh  day 
ofDeoejnber,  it-J8. 

H«iolve:l,  I'r.iffier,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  lay 
before  lbi<  House  copies  of  all  such  olncial  letters,  reports, 
or  oilier  coMiniunicallons  as  contain  any  information  of  the 
quantity,  value,  or  location  of  the  "  public  lands"  acquired 
under  the  said  section  of  the  treaty,  the  title  of  which  is  in 
the  Government  of  tlie  United  Stales,  or  which  contain  the 
evidence,  or  any  part  thereof,  that  tlie  "extensive  and  val- 
uable territories  ceded  by  Mexico  to  the  United  States  con- 
stitute inileninily  for  the' past." 

JMr.  McLANE  went  at  length  into  a  reply,  but 
with  so  lapid  and  so  unequal  a  tone  of  voice,  and 
amidst  so  much  noise  and  excitement  in  the  House, 
that  the  reporter  endeavored  without  success  to 
catch  will)  any  clearness  the  course  of  li  is  argument. 
At  the  opening  of  his  speech,  he  made  some  se- 
vere allusions  to  the  general  tone  of  the  remarks 
of  Messrs.  Stepiien-3  and  Schenck,  and  especially 
to  the  language  applied  by  them  to  the  President. 
Some  passes  took  place  between  him  and  Mr. 
Schenck,  in  which  both  exhibited  the  faculty  of  re- 
partee, but  which  it  is  best  should  be  passed  over. 

Mr.  McLane  denied  that  there  had  been  any 
attempt  on  the  part  of  the  President  to  conceal  the 
policy  he  was  pursuing  in  regard  to  New  Mexico, 
and  insisted  that  all  the  language  held  by  him  in 
his  instructions  to  Mr.  Slidell  was  strictly  in  agree- 
ment wiih  what  he  now  declared  in  his  peace  mes- 
sage. He  explained  the  instructions,  and  showed 
tliat  they  were  directed  to  obtaining  the  recogni- 
tion of  the  Rio  Grande,  from  its  source  to  its 
mouth,  as  the  boundary  of  Texas.  As  Mexico 
claimed  above  El  Paso,  we  must  obtain  the  upper 
portion  of  the  river  by  purchase,  if  in  no-  other 
way. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  here  interposed, 
but  what  he  said  was  too  imperfectly  heard  to  be 
understood. 

Mr.  McLANE  said  that  the  President's  policy 
ihi-oughout,  was  perfectly  clear;  he  had  all  along 
been  trying  to  maintain  the  Rio  Grande  for  our 
boundary,  and  he  had  maintained  it. 

Mr.  STEPHENSagain  pressed  the  inquiry  why, 
if  the  country  on  this  side  of  the  river  was  part  of 
Texas,  and  not  part  of  Mexico,  the  President  un- 
dertook to  set  up  a  civil  government  over  it.'  Why 
did  it  not  revert  to  Texas  as  soon  as  the  enemy 
were  subdued  who  held  it.'  He  insisted  on  the 
difference  between  the  language  of  the  instructions 
and  that  of  the  message. 

Mr.  ?4cLANE  quoted  the  instructions  to  Mr. 
Slidell,  and  further  commented  upon  them,  insist- 
ing that  they  were  in  perfect  consistency  with  the 
positions  taken  in  the  message.  He  complained 
that  an  unfounded  assault  had  been  made  on  the 
Executive  veracity. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  read  from  the  documents  to 
strengthen  his  former  position. 

Mr.  McLANE  defended  the  propriety  of  the 
President's  taking  military  possession  of  New 
Mexico,  though  it  whs  in  a  State  of  the  Union, 
from  the  conduct  of  our  military  commanders  in 
proclaiming  martial  law  wiihin  a  State  where  the 
Indian  lril)es  wtve  in  temporary  rebellion.  This 
Jiad  been  done  by  General  Jackson,  and  by  Gen- 
eral Taylor  also.  He  alluded  to  the  charges 
against  Genei'al  Jackson  for  his  conduct  in  this 
respect,  the  coffin  liandbills,  &c.  He  warned 
Messrs.  Stepiiems  and  Schenck  lest  they  should 
reproi)atft  too  severely  conduct  of  which  their  own 
Presidential  candidate  had  been  quite  as  guilty  as 
^r.  Polk.  In  this  connection,  he  introduced  the 
bloodhounds,  but  disclaimed  any  wish  to  denounce 
General  'I'aylor  for  employing  tliem  to  smell  out 
thehidibn  Semiuoles.  Nothing  more  had  been 
done  by  (Jenoral  Kearny  than  to  drive  the  enemy 
out  of  M  portion  of  Texas,  and  to  lake  means  to 
maintain  order  Ihcre. 

He  d.-nied  that  General  Kearny  had  received 
no  reprimand,  and  quoted  the  lan£;uage  of  the 
President  in  regard  to  his  excess  of  zeal,  which, 
though  not  abu.sive,  contained  a  delicate  reproof, 
which  General  K.  had  severely  felt,  and  of  which 
he  had  complained. 

The  President  and  Secretary  of  War  affirmed 
that  Gimeral  Kearny's  constitution  for  Ncsv  Mex- 
ico and  his  list  of  temporary  officers  appointed  by 
him  there  had  not  been  seen  by  the  President 
when  preparing  his  meiisagc  for  Congress.  'IHie 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  insisted  that  it  had: 
he  left  the  country  to  judge  between  them. 

Mr.  McL.  said  that  the  attempts  to  charge  men- 
dacity upon  ths  Executive  by  a  party  who  sup- 


ported General  Taylor  would  react  npon  him;  they 
were  bespattering  their  own  candidate  with  vulgar- 
ity, and  he  would  become  associated  by  the  peo- 
ple with  his  supporters,  and  be  supposed  no  better 
than  an  arrogant  party,  who  would  be  effectually 
rebuked  in  November  next. 

Mr.  McL.  next  adverted  to  the  financial  state- 
ments in  the  message.  The  party  were  startled  to 
find ,  that  after  all  their  extravagant  predictions  and 
calculations,  the  public  debt  amounted  to  no  more 
than  sixty-five  millions.  They  had  told  the  coun- 
try that  the  war  was  costing  the  people  half  a  mil- 
lion a  day.  And  now,  when  the  true  state  of  the 
fact  came  out,  they  were  astounded  and  sat  down 
to  ciphering.  But  they  might  go  on  and  cipher  as 
Ions;  as  they  pleased;  the  people  would  well  under- 
stand the  distinction  between  a  national  debt  and 
the  expenditures  for  the  war,  just  as  well  as  they 
did  the  difference  between  the  Whig  estimates  and 
the  facts. 

[Here  a  dispute  arose  between  Mr.  McLANE 
and  Mr.  STEPHENS  about  the  debt  of  seventeen 
millions  in  1845 — one  affirming  and  the  other  deny- 
ing that  it  was  a  debt  of  a  Whig  administration.] 

As  to  the  relative  results  of  the  tarifls  of  1842  and 
184G,  the  statements  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury had  not  been  questioned;  but  there  had  been 
almost  an  attempt  to  misrepresent  the  Treasury 
report  on  that  subject  by  not  distinguishing  be- 
tween the  commencement  of  the  natural  and  of  the 
fiscal  year. 

Mr.  McL.  then  referred  to  the  declaration  of  a 
member  of  the  Whig  party  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  that  he  gloried  in  the  fact  that  when 
Mr.  Polk  asked  Congress  for  men  and  money,  at 
the  commencement  of  this  session  of  Congress,  to 
prosecute  the  contest,  the  Whig  party  had  refused 
both. 

This  called  up  Mr.  T.  B.  KING,  who  with 
great  warmth  denied  it  to  be  true  that  the  Whigs, 
as  a  party,  had  done  any  such  thing. 

[Here  there  was  for  a  time  such  a  confusion  in 
the  House,  that  little  could  be  distinctly  heard  on 
either  side.] 

Mr.  McL.  said  he  was  aware  that  there  were  war 
Whigs  as  well  as  anti-war  Whigs;  but  he  did  not 
know  which  portion  of  the  party  were  to  carry 
out  their  policy  hereafter.  He  was  wholly  in  the 
dark  as  to  what  the  policy  of  General  Taylor  was 
to  be — whether  he  was  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the 
Ohio  Reserve,  or  his  friends  from  Georgia  and  the 
South. 

He  next  adverted  to  the  delay  on  the  ten-regi- 
ment hilj,  insisting  that  in  that  instance  the  Whigs 
had  refused  the  President  the  men  he  asked  for, 
and  had  thereby  stopped  the  war. 

Mr.  VINTOiN'  reminded  him  that  there  were  but 
fourteen  Whig  members  opposed  to  voting  supplies. 

Mr.  McLANE  knew  that;  but  still,  by  refusing 
the  ten-regiment  bill,  the  Whig  party  had  prevent- 
ed the  President  from  jirosecuting  the  war,  and  he 
believed  that  this  course  had  been  the  result  of  a 
studied  effort  to  effect  that  result. 

Mr.  HUNT  inquired  whether  there  had  not 
been  at  that  time  news  of  the  negotiation  of  a 
treaty  ? 

Mr.  McLANE  was  about  to  reply,  when  his 
hour  expired. 

The  floor  was  obtained  by  Mr.  HUDSON,  who 
said  he  could  not  regret  that  this  debate  had  sprung 
up,  as  he  thought  the  subject  of  it  well  worthy  of 
consideration.  The  resolutions  were  well  calcu- 
lated to  elicit  important  information,  and  though 
he  was  prepared  to  proceed  in  some  remarks  upon 
them,  he  would  waive  that  privilege,  believing  that 
after  a  response  should  have  been  obtained  to  the 
call,  the  House  would  be  prepared  to  act  more 
understandingly  on  the  whole  subject;  and  as,  in 
point  of  speeches,  the  two  sides  of  the  House  were 
now  even,  he  would  conclude  by  moving  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  motion  was  seconded,  and  the  resolutions 
were  adopted. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  report  back  to  the  House,  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  it  had 
been  referred,  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
certain  fortifications  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
184'J,  together  with  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
thereto. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  bill  and 
nmendments  were  received  and  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  July  10,  1848. 
Mr.  HALE  presented  a  petition  from  the  citi- 
zens of  Winnebago  county,  Illinois,  praying  Con- 
gress to  restore  to  liberty  the  slaves  abducted  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  the  motion  to  receive 
which  was  raised,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HALE  also  presented  a  petition  from  the 
citizens  of  Amesbury  and  Salisbury,  Massachu- 
setts, praying  the  abolition  of  the  franking  privi- 
lege, and  a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  UPHAM  presented  a  petition  from  the  citi- 
zens of  Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  and 
from  other  places,  praying  for  the  purchase  of 
Mount  Vernon. 

Mr.  UPHAM  desii-ed  to  give  this  petition  a  dif- 
ferent direction  from  that  which  had  been  given  to 
other  petitions  of  similar  character.  His  reason 
for  this  course  was,  that  it  had  been  suggested  that 
Mount  Vernon  should  be  obtained  for  the  purpose 
of  establishing  there  an  agricultural  institution 
and  botanical  garden.  Agriculture  he  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  important  interests.  A  far 
greater  number  of  persons  were  occupied  in  the 
pursuits  of  agriculture  than  in  any  other  employ- 
ment. Yet  this  great  interest  had  been  entirely 
overlooked,  while  all  the  other  departments  of  in- 
dustry had  more  or  less  received  the  favor  of  Gov- 
ernment. He  read  from  a  paper  in  his  hand  some 
statistics, showing  the  numberof  persons  employed 
in  agriculture,  manufactures,  commerce,  and  navi- 
gation, taken  from  the  last  census,  from  which  is 
appeared  that  about  three  millions  seven  hundred 
thousand  of  our  citizens  were  employed  in  agri- 
culture, while  the  aggregate  of  persons  employed 
in  the  other  three  branches  did  not  reach  that  num- 
ber. He  was  desirous  that  the  subject  should  go 
to  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  in  order  to  obtain 
a  report  from  that  committee  on  the  matters  em- 
braced in  this  petition. 

The  petition  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Agriculture. 

Mr.  NILES  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  to  prevent  persons  from 
purchasing  lands  adjoining  the  marine  hospital  in 
Brooklyn;  whicli  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  presented  a  petition  from 
the  Rev.  R.  R.  Gurley,  praying  that  Mr.  Catlin's 
collection  of  Indian  curiosities  may  be  purchased 
by  Congress;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Library. 

Mr.  RUSK  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
Chickasaw  Indians,  praying  that  the  United  States 
agency  in  that  nation  may  not  be  interfered  with; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affaii-s. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  Yoi'k,  Maine,  praying  the  abolition  of 
the  franking  privilege,  and  a  reduction  of  the  rates 
of  postage;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Ronds. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  Creek  Indians,  remonstrating  against  any  in- 
terference with  the  United  States  agency  in  that 
nation;  which  wus  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  HALE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  dis- 
courage speculation  in  the  public  lands,  and  to 
open  the  piiblic  lands  for  the  use  of  actual  settlers; 
which  was  rend  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  to  facilitate 
international  exchanges,  [giving  the  privilege  of 
franking  letters  and  packages  connected  with  the 
subject  to  M.  Vattemare;]  which  was  considered, 
rea(i  three  times,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  without  amendment  House  bill  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  for 
the  correction  of  eri-ors  in  making  entries  in  the 
land  offices;"  which  was  considered, and  read  three 
times  and  passed. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  reported  a  bill  for  the  payment  of  the 
liquidated  claims  against  Mexico;  which  was  read 
a  first  time. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  from  the  Committee  on 
ClaiiTis,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  House 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Rogers. 
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.  Mr.  FOOTE,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Lewis  Kennedy. 

THE  AMISTAD. 

Mr.  YULEE  rose  for  the  purpose  of  asking  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  whether  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations  had  as  yet  taken  any 
action  on  the  Amistad  case,  and  when  a  report  on 
the  subject  might  be  expected. 

Mr.  MANGUM  replied,  that  the  committee  had 
not  yet  acted  on  the  subject,  but  that  it  would  be 
taken  up  and  reported  on  at  an  early  day. 
^      INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Indian 
department  having  been  returned  from  the  House 
of  Repi-esentatives,  with  a  report  stating  that  the 
House  had  concurred  in  several  of  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  and  amended  others,  the  subject  was 
taken  up  for  consideration,  when  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  ATHERTON  to  refer  the  bill  and 
amendments  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  moved  a  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Aflairs,  as  he  regarded  that  as  the 
appropriate  committee;  the  principal  amendment 
relating  to  the  appointment  of  Indian  agents,  a 
subject  on  which  the  Committee  on  Finance  could 
»iot  be  supposed  to  be  as  well  informed  as  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Some  discussion  took  place  on  'his  motion,  in 
which  Mr.  ATHERTON,  Mr.  MANGUM,  Mr. 
ATCHISON,  Mr.  BADGER,  Mr.  DAYTON, 
Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  Mr.  RUSK,  and  Mr.  CLAY- 
TON participated;  when  the  bill  and  amendments 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
SPECIAL  ORDER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
a  Territorial  Government  in  Oregon. 
"    The  question  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Davis,  of  Mississippi — 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  then  addressed 
the  Senate.  He  said  there  were  several  proposi- 
tions before  the  Senate:  1st,  to  strike  out  the  12th 
section;  2d,  to  amend  the  12lh  section  by  prohibiting 
any  legislation  by  Congress  or  the  Territory  over 
slavery  in  the  Territory;  3d,  to  incorporate  the 
Missouri  compromise  line;  4th,  to  amend  that  prop- 
osition of  the  Missouri  line  by  providing  that  sla- 
very shall  exist  south  of  that  line  independent  of 
any  legislation  by  Congress  and  the  Territory. 

After  stating  these  propositions,  he  expressed 
his  dissent  from  the  opinion  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  that  this  was  the  best  moment  for 
the  consideration  of  the  subject  because  we  are  on 
the  eve  of  a  Presidential  election.  The  idea  con- 
firmed the  impression  which  had  been  growing  up, 
that  the  question  as  to  who  is  to  be  the  President 
is  the  most  important  one  that  can  be  entertained, 
and  that  it  overshadows  all  questions  as  to  the  most 
important  measures  which  may  be  pending.  He 
felt  the  impropriety  of  agitating  this  question  under 
such  circumstances,  and  would  have  preferred  its 
postponement  until  the  Presidential  election  shall 
have  terminated.  But  it  had  been  brought  up,  and 
must  now  be  considered.  He  argued  that  events 
had  shown  the  spread  of  moral  degeneracy  through 
the  southern  section  of  the  Union.  The  array  of 
Slate  against  State,  and  citizen  against  citizen,  was 
a  spectacle  which  he  regarded  as  ominous  of  fatal 
results  to  the  Union.  Sooner  or  later,  if  these 
signs  continue  to  increase,  the  separation  of  the 
States  is  inevitable,  and  there  will  no  longer  be  a 
Constitution  for  us.  The  page  of  history  will  then 
have  to  record  the  ruin  of  a  Confederacy  which  was 
blessed  with  the  greatest  privileges;  and  nations 
which  looked  to  our  course,  and  to  the  star  of  our 
destiny,  to  guide  them  in  the  path  of  freedom, 
would  be  left,  in  bitter  disappointment,  to  mourn 
our  fall.  He  hoped,  however,  that  the  good  sense 
of  the  people  would  be  sufficiently  strong  to  save 
us,  in  the  midst  of  the  gloom  which  now  surrounds 
us. 

He  admitted  that,  in  some  sense,  the  annexation 
of  Texas  had  been  the  cause  of  our  present  mourn- 
ful condition.  But  if  the  administration  of  our 
affairs  had  been  a  wise  and  prudent  one,  such  re- 
sults as  we  have  seen  would  not  have  taken  place. 
It  would  nothave  necessarily  led  to  the  annexation 
of  the  Mexican  territories.  Not  a  drop  of  blood 
and  little  treasure  would  have  been  expended  had 
the  Government  been  in  the  hands  of  a  wise  and 
prudent  statesman.  But  the  war  came;  and  when 
It  did  come,  the  battles  of  Palo  Alio  and  Resaca 


de  la  Palma  would  forever  have  settled  the  question 
of  the  independence  of  Texas;  but  ambition  and 
the  lust  of  territory  swayed  the  councils  of  our 
country.  The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Davis]  had  said  that  Texas  was  brought  in  by 
southern  votes,  to  enable  southern  meii  to  carry 
out  southern  views  and  to  secure  southern  interests. 
The  record  did  not  bear  out  that  Senator.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  Journal  to  show  that  thirteen  votes 
were  given  from  free  States  for  the  annexation; 
and  the  reason  why  Cass  was  not  among  them 
was,  that  he  was  not  here. 

Mr.  DAVIS  explained  that  he  had  said  Texas 
was  brought  into  the  Union  by  a  combination  be- 
tween the  southern  Democracy  with  the  Democ- 
racy of  the  North. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  resumed,  and  referred  to  the 
course  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  and  Mr. 
Henderson,  of  Mississippi,  and  Mr.  Merrick, 
of  Maryland,  to  show  that  it  was  these  votes  which 
oljtained  the  passage  of  the  law  annexing  Texas. 
He  referred  to  his  own  course,  expressing  his  strong 
conviction  that  our  system  of  government  might 
be  safely  extended  to  any  limit;  and  stated  that  he 
supported  the  war  with  Mexico  from  a  desire  to 
evade  this  agitating  and  dangerous  question.  The 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  has  now  declared 
that  if  the  question  be  not  now  settled,  the  South 
will  stand  on  her  rights;  and  from  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  we  hear  a  prediction  that  the  Union 
will  be  dissolved,  if  the  South  will  not  yield  some 
concessions.  Beyond  these  walls,  the  aspect  of 
things  is  still  more  appalling.  We  see  the  north- 
ern man  with  southern  principles  heading  a  party 
to  confine  slavery  within  its  present  boundary,  and 
the  current  of  public  opinion  is  running  with  in- 
creased strength  against  the  extension  of  slavery  to 
any  of  the  new  States. 

He  contended  that  the  power  of  abolishing  or 
prohibitins:  slavery  in  the  Territories  must  be 
found  in  the  Constitution,  or  it  did  not  exist  at  all. 
He  did  not  find  it  in  that  instrument.  He  reviewed 
the  arguments  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Davis,]  and  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont, 
[Mr.  Phelps,]  deriving  the  power  from  various 
sources;  and  stated  that  he  could  notsatisfy  hisown 
judgment  that  the  power  was  to  be  found  where  they 
had  supposed.  Slaves  were  considered  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  both  property  and  persons,  and  have 
been  acknowledged  to  besuch  by  the  laws,  which, 
while  they  subject  them  to  taxation  as  property, 
permit  them  to  be  represented  as  persons.  He  ar- 
gued that  the  States  all  stood  on  a  ground  of  equal- 
ity, and  that  no  power  could  be  conferred  on  Con- 
gress to  legislate  so  as  to  give  to  one  State  privileges 
over  another  State.  When  the  day  shall  come 
when  the  whole  northern  territory  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  admitted  as  States,  and  be  repre- 
sented on  this  floor,  he  was  aware  that  slavery 
would  no  longer  be  permitted  to  exist  in  the  South. 
He  did  not  fear  to  express  his  opinions  as  to  sla- 
very. He  wished  from  his  heart  that  no  African 
had  ever  been  brought  to  this  country,  but  that  our 
land  was  exclusively  peopled  by  freemen.  He 
looked  on  the  existence  of  slavery  as  a  great  evil. 
But  it  was  a  domestic  institution,  in  some  respects 
mutually  advantageous,  where  it  existed,  to  the 
slave  as  well  as  the  master;  and  it  might  be  suf- 
fered to  extend  without  the  danger  of  producing 
the  destruction  of  the  Union. 

In  reference  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  he  said  that 
twenty  years  ago  any  man  in  the  United  States 
would  have  considered  it  an  insult  to  have  had  the 
nomination  for  the  Presidency  offered  to  him  on  the 
ground  on  which  he  is  now  placed.  At  that  period 
Mr.  Van  Buren  himself  would  have  considered  it 
in  that  light.  He  believed,  from  the  spirit  which 
was  now  afloat,  that  the  time  would  some  day 
arrive,  when  the  guarantees  of  theConstitution  will 
no  longer  be  respected,  and  slavery  will  be  extin- 
guished. 

He  examined  the  supposed  analogy  between  the 
owner  and  the  slave  and  the  master  and  the  ap- 
prentice, and  contended  that  they  were  not  analo- 
gous to  the  extent  assumed. 

Mr.  J.  then  went  into  a  constitutional  argument 
of  great  length,  to  show  that  there  was  no  warrant 
for'the  claim  of  a  power  on  the  part  of  Congress  to 
prohibit  slavery. 

He  admitted  that  theMissouri  compromise  could 
only  be  defended  on  the  ground  that  the  power 
exists  in  Congress,  but  it  was  merely  a  legislative 
construction. 

He  asked,  in  conclusion,  what  was  to  be  done.' 


We  are  as  dear  to  each  other  as  the  people  of  any 
Government  in  the  world.  Was  it  right  that  this 
difference  should  goon  until  it  work  the  destruction 
of  the  Union  f  Every  American  would  lay  his  hand 
on  his  heart,  and  say,  "No."  He  would  rather 
witness  any  calamity  than  the  disruption  of  thia 
glorious  Confederacy.  Ought  we  not  rather  to  take 
some  ground  of  compromise?  We  have  slavery 
here.  He  would  not  th<\t  another  slave  should  be 
brought  here.  He  declared  that  the  slaves  which 
were  sold  were  sold  to  the  South  by  northern  slave- 
holders; and  that  every  slave  that  v/as  imported, 
was  imported  by  northern  men  with  northern  cap- 
ital. On  theNorth,  therefore,  he  contended  that  the 
responsibility  rested  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
evil  of  slavery,  against  which  northern  men  were 
so  eloquent.  There  was  a  greater  evil  than  dis- 
union, and  that  was,  self-degradation  and  convic- 
tion of  superiority;  and  he  warned  northern  men 
not  to  cast  on  the  South  a  conviction  that  they  re- 
garded southern  men  as  inferior  to  themselves. 
Let  them  not  pass  us  by  on  the  other  side  of  the 
street.  The  South  was  always  ready  to  stand  by 
the  North  when  its  rights  were  violated  by  any 
foreign  Power.  The  v^ar  of  1812  was  commenceti 
by  southern  men. 

He  called  on  Senators  to  settle  this  agitating 
question  at  once  and  forever.  It  could  only  be  set- 
tled by  compromise.  He  did  not  speak  to  alarm, 
because  he  was  not  speaking  to  men  who  could  be 
alarmed.  But  he  would  say,  that  if  this  question 
was  not  settled  by  compromise,  it  would  be  settled 
by  blood  or  separation.  There  were  days  before 
now  when  the  thunder  muttered  over  us,  and  threat- 
ened destruction  by  its  fiery  fluid,  but  our  fathers 
compromised;  and  why  should  we  not  comi)romise.' 
He  adverted  to  the  evils  which  were  coming  on  the 
State  of  Maryland  by  the  practice  of  her  Legisla- 
ture in  manumitting  slaves.  This  was  done  at  the 
instigation  of  the  northern  men.  At  length  the 
evil  became  so  apparent  that  the  legislation  of  this 
character  was  arrested ;  and  no  slave  can  now  be 
manumitted  but  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  both 
Houses  of  the  Legislature. 

He  referred  to  the  universal  satisfaction  when 
theMissouri  compromise  was  determined  on;  and 
if  we  can  be  brought  to  settle  this  question  by  com- 
promise, a  similar  burst  of  satisfaction  may  be  an- 
ticipated; then  the  prosperity  of  the  country  will 
be  secured,  and  the  Union  will  be  preserved. 

As  to  the  amendments,  he  could  not  vote  for  the 
proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  be- 
cause he  thought  it  unnecessary.  He  also  deemed 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Underwood]  as  superfluous.  He  felt  a 
deep  and  lively  interest  in  the  success  of  the 
party  to  which  he  belonged  in  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent, but  great  as  was  this  interest  in  his  bosom, 
he  would  rather  see  the  candidate  of  tlio.=!e  who 
were  of  opposite  sentiments  elected,  and  adminis- 
tering the  Government  through  all  time,  than  not 
see  this  question  settled.  Other  measures  may  be 
erroneously  adopted »  and  a  remedy  may  be  found, 
but  error  on  this  question  strikes  at  the  very  root 
of  our  existence;  and  he  would  rather  surrender 
his  attachment  to  any  individual  aspirant,  than 
see  that  take  place  which  would  strike  at  the  basis 
of  our  security.  He  had  not  the  courage  to  raise 
the  veil  and  see  all  the  horrors  which  would  result 
from  unwise  action  here. 

He  would  do  anything  to  produce  a  compro- 
mise. The  desire  of  the  North  cannot  be  grati- 
fied, and  this  Union  stand.  The  desire  of  the 
South  cannot  be  gratified,  and  this  Union  stand. 
There  must  be  concessions  on  both  sides;  and  he 
called  on  Senators,  as  they  valued  their  country, 
to  guard  against  any  error. 

Mr.  HUNTER  moved  to  pass  over  the  bill  until 
to  morrow. 

Mr.  HANNEGANsent  to  the  Chair  an  amend- 
ment which  ho  proposed  to  move  to  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  U^fDERWOOD;  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  sent  to  the  Chair  a  modi- 
fication of  the  amendment  which  he  had  fornierly 
moved,  which  he  intended  to  adopt  in  lieu  of  the 
original  amendment. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

.HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  July  11,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read,  an 
ameTidment  (not  affecting  any  matter  contained  in 
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this  report)  was  moved  by  Mr.  Stephens,  and 
h;ivi,i2  lieeii  n;:reed  to, 

The  .Tdunial  was  approved. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  ihe  resolutions  oft'ered  ye.sterday  by  Mr. 
Stephen's  had  been  passed. 

Mr.  RUMSEY  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table.     Agreed  to. 

HARBOR  A.ND  RIVER  IMPROVEMENTS. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  re- 
port and  accompanying  resoluiions  heretofore  re- 
ported by  Mr.  Htxr,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  on  the  subject  of  the  message  of  the 
President,  "stating  his  reasons  for  not  approving 
the  river  and  harbor  bill  of  la.^t  session,  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Chicago  Cnnvenlion  in  relation  to  harbor 
and  river  improvement.^,  and  on  various  other 
memorials  on  the  same  subject. 

The  previous  question  on  these  resolutions  was 
moved  and  seconclpci  some  days  since,  and,  under 
its  operation,  the  first  resolution  was  then  agreed 
to,  as  follows: 

Rcsolre.t,  Timt  Ihe  Cotistitiifion  of  the  United  States  vests 
in  Concrpss  the  power  to  jniprniirinte  money  to  open  and 
im|)rove  harbor*,  and  reniovi;  oli^tiiK'tinns  from  iiavigal)le 
river?,  in  all  cases  nin-re  >uch  iinprovcinents  are  necessary 
to  the  protection  and  Caeiliiy  of  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions or  Ihe  commerce  among  the  Slates. 

The  SPEAKER  now  stated  the  question  to  be 
on  agreeins:  to  the  second  of  said  resolutions,  viz: 

Rcsoh-cil,  Tli:it  the  interests  of  our  national  cnnnnerce,  the 
enmnion  di't'enre  and  general  welCare  of  the  United  Stales, 
reqnire  a  judicious  exercise  of  the  foregoing  powers.' 

Mr.  WENTWORTFI  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  agreeing  to  this  resolution;  they  were  or- 
dered and  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS— .Alessrs.  Aliliott,  Barrinfier,  Bingham,  Birdsall. 
Blaiichard,  John  M.  Ilous,  Bowliii,  Boydon,  Brady,  CJanhy, 
Chapman,  Clin:;man,  Cotke,  Collamer,  Collins,  Conger, 
Craiision,  Crisfiold,  Crowell,  Crozier,  Darling,  iJickey, 
Dickinson,  Dixon,  Donnell,  Garnett  Duncan,  Dunn,  Ein- 
bree,  Alexander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Farrelly,  Fisher, 
FInurnoy,  Freedley,  French,  Fulton,  Gentry,  Giddings, 
Googin,  Gott,  Gregory,  Grlnnell,  Naihan  K.  Hall,  James  G. 
Hanip^.n,  iMf.s,.^  llampion,  Haskell,  Henry, EliasB.  Holmes, 
John  VV.  Hoii>lon,  HuliOard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Charles  J. 
Ingursoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Frvin,  Jenkins,  John  W. 
Jones,  Kellogg,  Thomas  Butler  King,  Daniel  P.  King,  Wil- 
liam T.  Lawrence,  Sidney  Lawrepee,  Levin,  Lincoln, 
Lynde,  Maelay,  McClelland,  Jnli  Marm,  Marsh,  Marvin, 
Morehead,  Morris,  Mullin,  Nelson,  Nes,  Newall,  Nicoll, 
Outlaw,  Palfrey,  peck.  Pendleton,  Petrie,  Peyton,  Pollock, 
PresiOEi,  Putnam,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Rose, 
Root,  Ruu)sey,  Sawyer,  Slierrill,  Silvester,  Slinserlaud, 
Calel)  B.  Smith,  Stanton,  Starkweather,  Stephens,  Charles 
E.  Stuirt,  Str.)hm,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Thihodeaux,  James 
Thompson,  William  Thompson,  Tliursion,  Van  Dyke,  Vin- 
ton, Warren,  Wentwortli,  and  Wliite_llo. 

NAYS— Mf  ssrs.  Atkinson,  Baylv,  Bocock,  Bowdon,  Boyd. 
Brorlhead,  VVni.  G.  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burt.  Chasf', 
Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L.  (;iarke,  H,-,well  Cobb,  William- 
son R.  W.  Cobb.  Cummins,  Faran,  Ficklin,  Fries,  Green, 
Willard  P.  Hall,  Hammons,  Haralson,  Harris,  Hill,  George 
S.  Hiiuston,  Andrew  Johnson,  James  H.  Johnson,  Georue 
W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennon,  Lignii,  Lord,  Luuipkiu,  Mc- 
Clnrnand,  McKay,  McLanc,  Meade,  iAIill('r,Peasloc,  Phelps, 
PilUhury,  Rhett,  Uichey,  Simpson,  Sims,  Smart,  Thomas, 
Robert  A.  Thompson,  Venable,  Wallace,  Wiley,  Williams, 
and  Woodward — 53. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  mgved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  second  resolution  was 
passed. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Evans,  laid  on  the  tabic. 

The  question  was  stated  on  the  third  resolution, 
viz: 

Remlveii,  That  the  reasons  as.5igned  hy  Ihe  President  in 
Iiis  veto  message  of  December  1.5,  iai7,  for  his  refusal  to 
iipprove  and  sign  the  bill  passed  March  .'i,  1847,  making  np- 
proprialions  fir  the  improvement  of  certain  harbors  and 
rivers,  are  deemed  insutjieient  and  unsatisfactory. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  and  taken  on 
agreeing  to  the  third  resolution,  and  resulted  as 
follows: 

YEA-S— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  nianehard,Botts,Bo5'don, 
Brady,  Buckner,  Cabell,  Canby,  Chapman,  Clingman,  Cocke, 
Collamer,  Conner,  Cranston,  Crisfield,   Crowell,   Cr<-zier, 


ton,  Moses  llanifiton.  Hi'riry,  Klias  |>.  Holmes,  Jrihii  W 
Houston,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph  K  Iimersoll 
Irvin,John  VV.  Jones,  Kellogg,  Thomas  B.  Kin<>  Daniel  p' 
King,  William  T.  Lawrence,  Levin,  Lineoln,  Marsh  Mar- 
vin, Morehead,  Mullin,  Nelson,  Nes,  Newall,  Outlaw  Pal- 
frey, I'endlelon,  Petiit,  Pollock,  Preston,  Putnam,  Julius 
Roekwell,  John  A.  Koikvvell,  Rose,  Roof,  Rumscy,  Slier- 
rill, Hilvexler,  Slingerland,  C.ileb  B.  Smith,  '/'rnman  Smith 
Stephens,  Strohm,  'I'alhnailge,  Tavlor.  Tmiipkins,  Van 
Dyke,  Vinton,  Warren,  Wentwortli,  ami  White— ill. 

NAY.S— Messrs.  Aikinson,  Baviv,  Bedinger,  Bowdon, 
Bowlin,  Boyd,  Brodheari,  William'  G.  Brown,  Albert  G. 
Brown,  Burt,  Chase,  Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clarke, 
Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  VV.  Cobb,  Collins,  Cummins 
Darling,  Fcatlicr^ton,  FicUliii,  Fieiicli,  Fries,  Green,  Wi\- 


l.ird  P.  Hall,  Hammons.  Haralson,  Harris,  Hill,  Georce  S. 
Houston,  Inse,  Andrew  Johnson,  James  H.  Jolmson,  George" 
W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennon,  Lahin,  Ligon.  Lord,  Lump- 
kin, Lynde,  Miiclay,  McOlernand,  McKay.  McLane,  Job 
Mann,  Meade,  Miller,  Morris,  Peaslee,  Petrie,  Pevtori, 
Phcdps,  Pillsbury,  Rhett,  Ridley,  Rockhill,  Sawyer,  Simp- 
son, Sims,  Smart,  Thomas,  James  Thompson,  Robert  A. 
Thompson.  William  Thompson,  Thurston,  Turner, Venable, 
Wallace,  Wiley,  Williams,  and  Woodward — 71. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  inoved  to  leconsider  the  vote 
ajreeinjr  to  the  third  resolution;  and  the  motion  to 
reconsider  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clingman,  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  question  was  stated  on  the  fourth  resolu- 
tion, viz: 

Resolrci!,  That  it  would  be  inexpedient,  and  contrary  to 
the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  to  give  the  iieneral  con- 
sent of  Congress,  in  advance  of  legislJition  by  the  States,  to 
the  imposition  of  tonnage  duties  by  the  several  States  as  a 
means  of  improving  the  ports  .ind  harbors  at  which  such 
duties  may  be  levied. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  and  taken  on 
agreeing  thereto,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Barringer,  Bingham, 
Birdsall,  Blanchard,  Bowlin,  Boydon,  Brady,  Buckner,  Ca- 
bell, Chapman,  Clingman,  Cocke.  Collamer,  Collins,  Cran- 
ston, Cri^ifield,  Crowell,  Crozier,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Dixon, 
Donnell.  Daniel  nuncan,  Dunn,  Edsall,  Edwards,  Embree, 
Alex.  Evnns,  Nathan  Evans,  Farrelly.  Fisher,  Freedley, 
Preneli,  Fulton,  Gaines,  Gentry,  Giddings,  Goggin,  Gott, 
Gregory,  Grinnell,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  Hammons,  James  G. 
Hampton,  Moses  Hampton,  Henry,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  John 
W.  Houston,  Hubbaid,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Inger^oll, 
Irviu,  Jenkins,  John  W.Jones,  Kellogg,  Thomas  B.King, 
Daniel  P.  Kins,  Lahm,  William  T.  Lawrence,  Sidney  Law- 
rence, Lincoln,  Maclav,  McClelland,  Horace  Mann,  Marsh, 
Marvin,  Mnrehead.  Morris,  Mullin,  Nelson,  Nes,  Newall, 
Nicoll,  Oullniv,  Palfrey,  Peck,  Pendleton,  Pollock, Preston, 
Putnam,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Rose,  Root, 
Runis(!y,  Schenck,  Sherrill,  Silvester,  Slingerland,  Sinartj 
Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stanton.  Stephens,  Charles 
E.  Slii:irt,  Strohm,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  John  B.  Thompson, 
William  Thompson,  Thurston,  Topipkins.  Van  Dyke,  Vin- 
ton, Warren,  Wentworth,  and  White — 109.   ■ 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atkinson,  Bayly,  Bedinger,  Bocock,  Bow- 
don, Boyd,  Will.  G.  Brown.  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burt,  Chase, 
Frankl/u  Clark,  Bev.  L.  Clarke.  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson 
R.  W.  Cobb,  Cummins,  Daniel,  Featherston.  Ficklin.  Fries, 
Haralson,  Harris,  Geor^'e  S.  Houston,  Inge,  Charles  J.  Inger- 
soll,  Iverson,  Andrew  Johrrson,  James  H.  Johnson,  G.  W. 
Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennon,  Lisnn,  Lord,  Lumpkin,  McCler- 
nand,  McKay,  McLane,  Job  Mann.  Meade.  Miller,  Peaslee, 
Pettit,  Phelps,  Pillsbury,  Rhett, Richardson.  Richey,  Sawyer, 
Simpson,  Sims,  Thomas,  Jas.  Tlioinp~on,  R.A.  Thompson, 
Turner,  Venable,  Wallace,  Wiley,  Williams,  and  Wood- 
war  d — 59. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  last  vote;  and  on  his  motion  the  motion  to 
reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  last  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  a 
division.     It  is  as  follows: 

Rexoh-ed,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
on  the  memorial  of  the  Chicago  Convention,  respecting  har- 
bor and  river  improvements,  the  President's  message  of  De- 
cember 15,  1847,  on  the  same  subject,  and  the  bill  referred 
to  said  committee  in  relation  to  tonnage  duties,  with  the 
minority  report  on  Ihe  same  subject,  be  printed  ;  and  that 
the  Committee  on  Printing  be  directed  to  inniiire  into  the 
expediency  of  printing  extra  copies  of  said  report. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on 
the  last  resolution;  which  motion  to  reconsider  was 
laid  on  the  talile. 

DISBANDING  OFFICERS  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  BOTTS,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  tlie  bill  of  the  House  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  "  An  act  supplemental  to  an  act  pro- 
viding for  the  prosecution  of  the  existing  war  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Mex- 
ico," and  for  other  purposes,  reported  the  same 
back  to  the  House  wjth  amendments. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said 
amendments. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  he  did  not  know  that  there 
was  any  necessity  for  him  to  ofTer  any  explana- 
tions. If  any  piember  should  desire  them  upon 
any  proposition,  he  would  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  iTiake  them.  He  would  barely  remark  that 
the  Committee  on  Military  AfTairs  insisted  on  the 
original  bill  as  it  had  passed  the  House,  which  re- 
pealed so  much  of  the  act  of  May,  184(),  as  made 
It  imperative  on  ihe  President  to  dismiss,  at  the 
termination  of  the  war,  one  major  general  and  two 
brigadier  generals.  That  was  the  whole  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  McKAY  wished  to  know  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  A  flairs,  [Mr. 
RoTTS,]  whether  or  not  that  committee  had  taken 
into  consideration  whether  the  army  should  be  in- 
creased beyond  what  it  was  previous  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  with  Mexico.  Now,  the 
President  had  recommended  that  authority  be 
given  to  increase  the  number  of  privates  to  100,  and 
he  thought  that  the  authority  granted  to  him  by 


the  act  of  May,  1846,  was  sufficient  for  all  these 
purposes.  If  it  was  the  desiijn  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  and  if  that  design  was  ap- 
proved of  by  this  House,  to  bring  back  the  army 
to  what  it  was  previous  to  the  war,  he  submitted 
wliether  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  not  fat- 
preferable  to  the  bill  of  the  House.  The  hill  as 
originating  in  the  House  and  sent  to  the  Senate 
repealed  the  law  which  authorized  the  appoint- 
ment of  one  major  general  and  of  two  brigadier 
generals,  and  therefore  there  having  been  one  ina- 
jor  general  and  two  brigadier  generals  in  office 
previous  to  the  war,  there  would  be  two  major 
and  four  brigadier  generals  in  all  time  to  come, 
unless  Congress  should  think  proper  to  interfere. 
Was  there  any  person  in  this  House  who  believed 
that  with  a  small  skeleton  of  an  army  of  a  few 
thousand  men,  it  would  be  at  all  necessary  to  keep 
in  office  two  major  and  four  brigadier  generals  ? 
He  did  not ;  therefore  he  considered  it  greatly 
preferable  to  suspend  the  operation  of  that  poction 
of  the  act  which  authorized  the  appointment  of 
these  officers  until  the  4th  of  March,  as  was  pro- 
posed by  the  Senate,  and  in  the  mean  time  Con- 
gress could  determine  what  should  be  the  character 
of  the  peace  establishment. 

Mr.  BOTTS  replied  that  the  Military  Commit- 
tee had  had  some  informal  conversation  upon  the 
subject  of  the  peace  establishment,  but  had  had  no 
action.  In  the  mean  time  he  would  remark  that 
this  proposition  had  no  sort  of  connection  with 
this  bill.  This  H6use  had  already,  in  the  form  of 
the  bill  wliich  they  had  passed  by  an  almost  unani- 
mous vote,  expressed  its  determination  to  repeal 
so  much  of  the  fii-st  section  of  the  law  of  May  13, 
1846,  as  made  it  incumbent  upon  the  President  to 
dismiss  from  the  service  of  the  United  States  one 
of  the  two  major  general.s — Generals  Scott  and 
Taylor;  and  two  of  the  four  bri<>;adier  generals — 
Generals  Gaines,  Wool,  Kearny,  and  Twiggs. 
The  House  had  resolved  that  they  would  continue 
in  office  these  six  public  officers,  and  all  the  com- 
mittee now  proposed  was,  to  reassert  that  determi- 
nation by  disagreeing  to  the  Senate's  amendment, 
which  suspended  instead  of  repealing  that  pro- 
vision of  the  law  of  1846. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  understood  that  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  had  reported  sev- 
eral amendments.  In  order  that  these  amendments 
might  be  printed  for  iheconsideration  of  the  House, 
he  proposed  that  this  bill  lie  over  until  to-morrow 
mornin?:,  when  they  would  come  up  in  order,  and 
regularly  every  morning,  until  disposed  of.  He 
would  make  no  motion  to  delay  action  on  this 
measure. 

Mr.  McKAY  suggested  that  the  bill  be  printed 
also. 

Mr.  COBB  accepted  the  suggestion,  and  hoped, 
that  by  the  general  consent  of  the  House,  the  bill 
and  amendmeiTts  would  be  printed,  and  moved  that 
the  House  now  proceed  to  dispose  of  the  business 
on  the  Speaker's  table  in  order. 

Mr.  BOTTS  would  agree  to  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Cobb,]  but  for 
the  fact,  that  on  the  20th  of  this  month,  these 
officets,  under  the  present  provisions  of  law,  would 
necessarily  all  go  out  of  office.  If  it  was  the  ob- 
ject of  this  House  to  prevent  .that  result,  it  was 
necessary  that  the  bill  should  be  acted  on  immedi- 
ately, tie  apprehended,  from  the  delay  which 
thej'  had  experienced  in  receiving  printing  from 
the  public  printers,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
session  down  to  the  present  time,  that  if  the  House 
should  detenriine  to  lay  aside  this  bill,  in  order  to 
have  it  printed,  the  26th  of  July  would  have  ar- 
rived before  they  could  receive  the  printed  bill,  and 
there  would  be  no  occasion  for  any  further  legisla- 
tion. 

Mr.  COBB  said  his  sus^estion  would  not  delay 
the  bill  further  than  to-morrow  or  the  next  day. 

Mr.  BOTTS  was  informed  by  a  gentleman  that 
this  ]irinting  could  not  possibly  be  done  within 
less  than  ten  days. 

jMr.  BURT  wished  to  say  to  the  House  that 
the  amendments  which  had  come  up  from  the 
Senate,  and  those  recommended  by  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  of  this  House,  were  very  sim- 
ple amendments.  Tliey  were  few  in  number,  and 
their  principles  were  perfectly  plain  and  intelligible 
to  everybody.  He  confessed  he  had  .some  ajipre- 
hensions — although  he  did  not  attribute  that  jnir- 
pose  to  his  friend  from  Georgia— that  there  was  a 
design  to  give  this  bill  the  go-by,  and  he  trusted 
that  this  House  would  not  tolerate  the  further  de- 
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lay  of  a  bill  of  such  absolute  necessity  to  the  public 
service. 

Mr.  COBB  said,  to  avoid  this  very  difficulty,  he 
had  not  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  tlie  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  but  to 
leave  it  on  the  Speaker's  table,  where  it  vi'ould 
come  up  ree;ularly  every  morning;. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  question  to  be 
on  iVtr.  Cobb's  motion  to  proceed  to  the  business 
on  the  Speaker's  table,  and  remarked,  in  case  this 
was  agreed  to,  it  would  be  considered  that  the  bill 
and  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed  by 
general  consent,  unless  objections  were  made. 

After  some  conversation,  in  the  course  of  which 
the  SPEAKER  stated,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  of 
Mr.  BURT,  that  the  first  business  on  the  Speaker's 
table  was  the  messagi*  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  communicating  information  of  the 
treaty  of  peace — the  question  was  taken  and  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barringer,  Beriiiiger,  Bingham,  Blanch- 
ard,  Bowdoii,  Bowlin,  Bnyri,  Boydon,  William  G.  Brown, 
Albert  G.  Brnwn,  Cathcart,  Beverly  L.  Clarke,  Howell  Cobb, 
Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Collins,  Daniel,  Darling,  Dickey, 
Garnett  Duncan,  Edsall,  I^'eatlierston,  FIcklin,  Freedley, 
French,  Fries,  Gott,  Green,  Williard  P.  Hall,  Harmansoii, 
Hilliard,  George  S.  Houston,  Inge,  Irvin,  Jenkins,  Andrew 
.Tohnson,  James  H.  Johnson,  G.  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Daniel 
V.  King,  Lahm,  Sidney  Lawrence,  Lord,  Lum|)kin,  Mac- 
lay,  McClelland,  McKay,  Marvin,  Miller,  Mullin,  Nelson, 
Newall,  Nicoll,  Peaslee,  Peck,  Pendleton,  Petrie,  Peyton, 
Pillsbury,  Putnam,  Ehett,  Kichardson,  Richey,  Rockhill, 
Schenck,  Sherrill,  Sims,  Stanton,  Starkweather,  Charles  E. 
Stuart,  Strong,  Thomas,  James  Thompson,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, Rohprt  A.  Thompson,  Venable,  Warren,  Wentvvorth, 
White.  Wick,  Wiley,  Williams,  and  Woodward — 82. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Botts,  Brady,  Brodhead,  Buck- 
ner,  Burt,  Cabell,  Canby,  Chapman,  Chase,  Clingnian, 
Cocke,  Collamer,  Conger,  Cranston, Crisfield,  Crowell,Cro- 
zier,  Cummins,  Dixon,  Donnell,  Daniel  Duncan,  Dunn, 
Edwards,  Embree,  Alexander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Faran, 
Farrelly,  Fisher,  Flournoy,  Fulton,  Gaines.  Gayle,  Gentry, 
Goggin,  Gregory,  Grinnell,  Nathan  K.  Hall.  James G.  Hamp- 
ton, Moses  Hampton,  Haralson,  Harris,  Haskell,  Henley, 
Henrv,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  John  W.  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hud- 
son, Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Iverson, 
John  W.  Jones,  Kellogg,  Kennon,  Thomas  Butler  King, 
William  T.  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  McClernand,  McLane,  Job 
Mann,  Horace  Mann,  Meade,  Morris,  Nes,  Outlaw,  Palfrey, 
Phelps,  Pollock,  Preston,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rock- 
well, Rose,  Root,  Rumsey,  Sawyer,  Silvester,  Simpson, 
Slingerland,  Smart,  Truman  Smith,  Strohm,  Tallmadae, 
Taylor,  Thibodeaux,  John  B.  Thompson,  William  Thomp- 
son, Thurston,  Tompkins,  Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  and  Wal- 
lace—93. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb  was  rejected. 

The  above  vote  having  been  announced — 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  BOTTS  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion,  and  they  were  ordered,  and  resulted:  Yeas 
105,  nays  69. 

CIVIL  APPROPRIATION   BILL.  | 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  I 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Root,  of  ] 
Ohio,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  moved  to  add  an  item  to  those 
for  the  Library  of  Congress,  to  appropriate  twenty 
thousand  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  the  manuscript 
papers  of  the  late  President  Jefferson. 

Mr.  G.  W.  JONES  interposed,  and  inquired  if 
the  motion  was  in  order,  there  being  no  law  autho- 
rizing the  appropriation  ?  He  based  his  objection 
on  the  eighty-first  rule,  which  provides  that  "  no 
appropriation  shall  be  reported  in  such  general 
appropriation  bills,  or  be  in  order  as  an  amend- 
ment thereto,  for  any  expenditure  not  previously 
authorized  by  law." 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said  it  was  an  amendment  relating 
to  the  Library  of  Congress,  for  which  it  proposed 
a  purchase  of  books,  and  it  was  therefore  in  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  amendment  was  in 
order. 

Mr.  JONES  submitted  that  there  was  no -law 
authorizingthepurchase  of  these  papers,  and  there- 
fore it  was  not  in  order  to  introduce  an  item  in  the 
general  appropriation  bill  to  pay  for  them. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  item  was  proposed 
for  the  purchase  of  books  for  the  library,  which 
was  now  in  existence;  and  the  rule  from  which 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  quoted  gave 
authority  to  inake  appropriations  "  in  continuation 
of  appropriations  for  such  public  works  and  objects 
as  are  already  in  progress."  He  held  the  amend- 
ment to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said  he  did  not  want  to  discuss 
the  amendment  at  all,  but  simply  to  remark  that  a 
memorial  had  been  presented  to  this  House,  and 


it  had  been    referred  to   the    Library  Committee, 

thus  bringing  the  subject  under  consideration,  and 
hence  he  had  been  induced  to  offer  this  amend- 
ment. The  object  was,  to  make  an  appropriation 
to  purchase  manuscripts  which  were  said  to  be 
very  valuable,  and  of  which  he  had  some  proof  if 
it  was  deemed  necessary  to  produce  it.  He  re- 
ferred to  two  letters  which  he  held  in  his  hand  from 
two  gentlemen  who  belong  to  the  two  political  par- 
ties of  the  country,)  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  Mr.  W. 
C.  Rives.)  The  author  of  these  papers  belonged 
to  the  Democratic  party,  but  he  nevertheless  de- 
sired that  those  papers  should  be  published,  for  he 
'believed  they  were  very  valuable  papers,  many  of 
which  had  never  yet  seen  the  light.  They  were  of 
a  character  which  showed  that  they  belonged  to 
the  country,  and  he  hoped  they  would  share  the 
fate  of  others  which  this  House  had  heretofore 
purchased.  He  would  not  detain  the  House  with 
a  speech  on  the  subject,  but  refer  gentlemen  to  a 
report  which  was  made  during  the  last  Congress 
by  the  gentleman  opposite  [Mr.  Brodhead]  on 
this  very  subject. 

Mr.  PALFREY  moved,  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining an  opportunity  to  make  a  few  remarks,  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  adding  twenty  thousand 
dollars  for  the  purchase  of  the  papers  of  Alexander 
Hamilton.  Tlie  subject  had  come  upon  him  very 
unexpectedly;  but  as  allusion  had  been  made  to 
the  views  of  the  Library  CoiTimittee,  though  iie 
was  not  authorized  to  speak  for  that  committee, 
as  no  other  member  of  the  Library  Committee  was 
present,  he  would  say  a  word  or  two  expressive 
of  his  own  views  upon  the  subject.  He  was  not 
aware  that  the  Library  Committee  had  ever  had 
the  subject  under  consideration.  If  they  had,  it 
was  at  a  time  when  he  was  absent;  but  if  he  was 
to  express  his  opinion  of  this  set  of  manuscripts, 
he  should  say  that  he  deeply  regretted  that  their 
purchase  had  not  been  earlier  ordered,  so  that  the 
writings  of  Mr.  Jefferson  could  have  been  given  to 
the  world  under  the  responsibility  of  the  nation, 
and  not  under  such  auspices  as  those  under  which 
apart  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  papers  had  been  published. 
They  should  all  be  published  in  a  manner  that 
would  be  creditable  to  the  fame  of  that  great  man, 
and  of  this  nation. 

The  CHAIRMAN  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  that  five  minutes  were  allowed  to 
him  to  explain  his  amendment,  to  which  he  must 
confine  himself. 

Mr.  PALFREY  submitted,  that  in  order  to  make 
his  own  amendmentsatisfactory,  it  was  proper  that 
he  should  make  some  remarks  on  the  object  con- 
templated by  the  amendment  which  he  proposed 
to  amend.  However,  the  remarks  which  he  de- 
sired to  make,  applied  equally  to  the  papers  of 
Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Hamilton.  What  he  had 
to  say  was  true  of  both,  and  therefore,  when  he 
spoke  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  he  hoped  the  committee 
would  understand  him  as  speaking  likewise  of  Mr. 
Jefferson.  The  papers  which  yet  remain  in  manu- 
script, both  of  Mr.  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Jefferson, 
he  understood  were  very  voluminous;  they  were 
intimately  connected  with  the  history  of  the  coun- 
try through  a  long  series  of  years;  nothing  could 
be  more  important  than  these  writings  were  to  our 
history;  and  it  was  in  the  highest  degree  material 
that  these  papers  should  be  rescued  from  the  pos- 
session of  anybody  where  they  would  be  exposed 
to  any  chance  or  accident,  and  placed  in  the  pos- 
session of  this  country  and  of  the  world  through  a 
channel  such  as  this  nation  could  approve.  He 
felt  confident  that  the  Library  Committee  enter- 
tained these  opinions  in  common  with  himself: 

Mr.  NICOLL  inquired  if  these  matters  had  ever 
been  referred  to  any  committee  of  this  House.'  If 
so,  he  would  like  to  have  the  report  read. 

The  CHAIRMAN  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  that  this  was  not  a  debatable  question 
under  the  order  of  the  House.  The  Chairman  had 
not  the  information  required  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York. 

Mr.  NICOLL  supposed  the  information  could 
be  obtained  at  the  clerk's  desk.  j 

The  CHAIRMAN  said,  doubtless;  and  the  gen-  j 
tieman  from  New  York  could  obtain  it  there,  and 
relieve  the  Chair  from  further  responsibility. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  said  it  was  proper  that  the  point 
should  be  settled  whether  these  amendments  were 
in  order  under  the  81st  rule  oi'  the  House.  The 
Chair,  on  the  question  being  raised  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Jones,]  decided  that 
they  were  in  order,  and  he  now  again  raised  the 


QUI 

the 


uestion  for  the  purpose  of  taking  an  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Tellers  were  demanded  on  the  appeal,  and 
Messrs.  Venable  and  Pollock  were  appointed, 
and  they  reported  66  in  the  affirmative  and  51  in 
the  negative.  The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  there- 
fore sustained  as  the  judgment  of  the  committee. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Pal- 
frey] to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Goggin,  and  it 
was  adopted  by  a  majority  of  63  to  55. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  as 
amended. 

Mr.  VENABLE  made  a  pro  forma  inotion,  that 
he  might  express  his  uncompromising  opposition 
i  to  this  whole  matter,  from  beginning  to  end.  He 
believed  it  was  the  introduction  of  a  system  which 
involved  an  incalculable  amount  of  money.  He 
would  vote  for  the  purchase  of  the  manuscripts  of 
Thomas  Jefferson  and  Alexander  Hamilton  as 
soon  as  for  those  of  anybody;  but,  if  this  course 
was  to  be  pursued,  it  would  not  be  many  years 
before  the  hundred  volumes  of  Mr.  J.  Q,.  Adams's 
journal  and  writings,  and  perhaps  the  papers  of 
ex-President  Tyler,  would  be  purchased. 

Mr.  PALFREY,  with  some  warmth,  denied 
that  the  House  would  ever  be  asked  to  purchase 
the  papers  of  Mr.  Adams. 

Mr.  VENABLE  said  they  should  have  been 
told  the  same  thing  about  these  Jefferson  and  Ham- 
ilton papers  ten  years  ago.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  whole  system,  as  one  which  would  inevitably 
be  attended  with  mischievous  resuJts.  As  to  the 
purchase  of  Mr.  Adams's  papers,  he  hoped  the 
question  never  would  be  tested.  When  papers 
were  valuable,  they  would  most  assuredly  come 
to  the  light.  If  he  had  been  present  when  the 
Madison  pafiers  were  purchased,  he  should  have 
voted  against  that  motion  for  the  sarne  reason  that 
influenced  him  to  vote  against  this.  The  whole 
was  wrong  in  principle. 

Mr.  MILLER  also  made  a  pro  forma  motion. 
He  was  opposed   to  the  amendment,  and  he  was 
opposed   In  the  manner  in  which  it  was  urged  on 
the  attention   of  the  committee.     The  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  in  offering  his  amendment  for  the 
purchase  of  the   papers  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  ad- 
dressed himself  to  the  members  on  the  Democratic 
side  of  the  House,  and  the  gentleman  froim  Mas- 
sachusetts made  a  motion  which  commended  itself 
to  the  gentleman  on  the  other  si(?e  of  the  House; 
and  by  these  means  both  sides  of  the  House  were 
appealed  to,  these  two  gentlemen — Jefferson  and 
Hamilton — being  the  founders  of  the  two  great 
parties  which  now  divide  this  country.     As  these 
questions  were  presented  to  the  committee  in  such 
a  manner,  it  was  apparent  that  the  gentlemen  who 
made  the  motions  were  satisfied   that  they  could 
not  be  sttstained  by  arguinent,  and  hence  they  ap- 
pealed to  the  prejudicesof  both  sides  of  the  House. 
Now,  he  was  opposed  to  this  system.     He  was 
opposed  to  the  purchase  of  the  papers  of  Mr.  Mad- 
ison, and  he  should  be  equally  opposed  to  the  pur- 
chase of  the  papers  of  anybody  else,  even  of  the 
illustrious  Jefferson.     He  would  give  no  vote  for 
any  such  purpose,  for  the  whole  system  was  wrong. 
If  any  writings  were  valuable  and  worthy  of  pub- 
lication, they  would  present  inducements  for  their 
publication  without  the  interference  of  the  Gov- 
ernment.    By  private  enterprise  they  would  come 
to  light,  and   hence  no  justification  could  be  fur- 
nished for  such  an  extravagant  waste  of  the  public 
money.     He  might  here  remark  that  all  th«  papers 
of  Mr.  Jefferson  which  were  deemed  valuable  had 
been  published  already.  What  evidence  was  there 
before  the  cominittee  that  these  papers  were  of  the 
value  which  was  placed  on  them  by  the  movers  of 
these  amendments,  and  which  the  committee  was 
called  upon  to  vote?     He  did  not  even  know  what 
these  papers  were.     It  might  be  that  the  papers  of 
Alexander  Hamilton  advocated  a  policy  which  had 
been    repudiated    by    this    Government    from    its 
foundation    to   the  present  moment.      What,  he 
asked,  was  their  object?     He  was  unwilling  that 
the  committee  should   be  brought  to  sanction  the 
purchase  of  papers   until   they  knew  what  it  was 
they  were  called  upon  to  jiublish.     Who  had  given 
them  that  information?     The  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee .said   he  did  not  even   know  that   they  Imd 
been  befoi-e  the  Library  Committee.     Did  any  of 
them  know?     Aiul  yet  they  were  asked  to  ajipro- 
priate   $20,000   for  each  of  two   sets  of  papers  of 
which   they   knew   nothing.     He  thought  it   was 
a  matter  of  some  importance,  and,  especially  as 
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the  case  of  Mrs.  Madison  had  been  quoted,  it 
was  time  that  this  system  should  be  arrested;  IduI 
if  it  was  to  be  adopted  and  rarried  oat,  he  hoped 
when  it  was  carrietl  to  the  House  that  the  record 
w^uld  be  made  to  show  who  it  was  that  advocated 
the  system. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  having  made  a p'o/ormn  motion, 
said  he  took  occasion  to  object  to  the  a[)propriation 
of  *5,25,O0O  for  the  purchase  of  the  Madison  papers; 
antl  he  then  argued  that  that  appropriation  was  de- 
signed and  intended  to  fasten  and  rivet  on  the  coun- 
try an  enormous  pension  list;  that  it  would  t'lirnish 
a  precedent  for  all  time  to  come,  which,  if  it  would 
not  be  dangerous  to  the  well-being  of  the  country, 
would  be  disastrous  to  its  finances. 

There  were  various  reasons  why  they  should  not 
tolerate  the  amendment  which  had  been  proposed. 
They  had  heard  yesterday  from  the  other  side  of 
the  House — and  not  yesterday  only,  but  on  all 
occasions  when  those  gentlemen  obtained  the  floor 
— tiiat,  by  the  prosecution  of  the  Mexican  war, 
and  by  other  Democratic  measures  and  policy,  they 
had  involved  the  country  in  a  debt  which  would 
put  the  face  of  the  people  of  this  nation  to  the 
grindstone  for  years  to  come.  And  yet, in  thefaceof 
these  charges  and  statements,  which  were  designed 
to  have  an  effect  on  the  approaching  elections — 
statements  and  charges  made,  in  many  instances, 
by  a  direct  suppression  of  the  truth — there  was  not 
a  solitary  proposition  in  our  whole  legislation 
where  an  attempt  was  made  to  appropriate  the 
public  money,  which  had  not  met  the  approbation 
of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
All  propositions  for  wild  and  extravagant  expend- 
itures have  invariably  been  sustained  and  voted 
for  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 
And  yet  the  charge  was  to  go  to  the  country  that 
the  Democratic  party  here  was  in  favor  of  squan- 
dering the  public  money,  and  comparisons  were 
instituted  between  the  expense  of  tiiis  and  former 
administrations,  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  on  the 
Democratic  party  the  charge  of  extravagance.  And, 
in  bringing  this  House  into  disrepute,  and  in  cast- 
ing reproach  on  the  President,  language  was  used 
which  was  only  fit  for  a  fish-market,  certainly  not 
adapted  to  the  halls  of  legislation. 

The  CHAIRMAN  reminded  the  gentleman  that 
he  must  confine  himself  to  his  amendment. 

Mr.  CLARKE  then  proceeded  to  protest  against 
the  amendment  as  a  dangerous  precedent. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGfERSOLL  rose  and  moved  to  re- 
duce, the  two  sums  of  :i,20,()00  to  $5,000  each. 

Mr.  SAWYER,  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He 
said  it  was  not  in  order  to  move  an  amendment 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  five  minutes' 
speech. 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  that  the  gentleman 
from  Penn.sylvania  was  in  order. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  said  that  he  should  vote  in 
favor  of  the  amendment.  As  to  establishing  a 
system  of  literary  pensioning,  if  gentleman  could 
produce  any  number  of  such  men  as  Thomas 
Jefferson  and  Alexander  Hamilton,  he,  for  one, 
was  ready  to  pension  them  all.  But  he  greatly 
feared  that  such  men  would  continue  to  be  very 
rare.  There. was  very  little  danger,  indeed,  that 
the  pension  roll  of  men  like  these  would  be  ruin- 
ously extended.  .As  to  Jefferson,  we  knew,  from 
such  of  his  writings  as  were  already  in  print,  what 
it  was  wc  expect  to  get  should  the  resolution  be 
adopted.  After  all  his  public  situations  and  ad- 
vantages, Mr.  Jellerson  died  fifty  thousand-dollars 
in  debt,  and  two  of  his  granddaughters  were  for 
many  years  keeping  a  school,  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  which  they  had  paid  fifteen  thou.sand  dollars  of 
it;  and  he  had  been  told  that  they  were  still  em- 
ployed in  the  same  way.  And,  in  regard  to  Alex- 
atider  Hamilton,  the  act  of  1789,  establishing  the 
treasury  of  the  United  Slates,  was  a  monument  of 
his  pul)lic  character  such  as  lie  had  been  assured 
by  Albert  Gallatin,  and  Alexander  Dallas,  and 
Richard  Rush,  and  Robert  J.  Walker,  and  other 
men  competent  to  judge,  was  not  to  be  found  in 
England,  nor  in  France,  nor  in  the  Government  of 
any  other  country  in  the  world.  For  his  part, 
Mr.  I.  was  quite  ready  to  take  nil  the  responsibility 
of  voting  not  oiily  this  ^[,20,000,  but  a  much  larger 
aum. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said  he  had  letters  before  hitti 
from  William  C.  Rives  and  Martin  Van  Buren  in 
favor  of  the  purchase,  and  these,  on  such  a  sub- 
ject, were  good  authority. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  said  that  neither 
of  them  was  good  authority. 


The  question  was  then  put,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative:  Ayes  60,  noes  58. 

CLERK  FOR  FOREIGN  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  amend  the  item  "  For 
compensation  of  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  and  the 
clerks,  messenger,  and  assistant  messenger  in  his 
office,  1^26,300,"  by  striking  out  that  sum,  and  in- 
serting, "  including  a  salary  of  §2,000  per  ainium 
for  a  clerk,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine 
claims  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  against 
foreign  Governments,  and  claims  of  the  latter 
against  the  former,  and  to  perform  such  other 
duties  as  the  Secretary  of  State  may  designate, 
§28,300." 

Mr.  V.  sent  to  the  table  a  letter  from  Mr.  Sec- 
retary Buchanan,  explaining  the  necessity  for  the 
services  of  such  a  clerk,  in  reference  to  the  claims 
of  our  citizens  on  foreign  Governments,  and  those 
of  the  subjects  of  foreign  Governments  on  our 
own. 

The  question  being  put,  the  ayes  were  56,  the 
noes  44. 

No  quorum  having  voted,  the  roll  was  called, 
and  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  absentees 
to  the  House,  to  be  recorded.  A  quorum  in  the 
mean  time  having  appeared,  the  committee  resumed 
its  session. 

Mr.  VINTON,  by  consent,  made  a  brief  state- 
ment in  explanation. 

The  Secretary,  in  his  letter  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  staled  that  the  services  of  such 
an  officer  were  become  indispensable;  and  for  this 
he  gave  two  very  sufficient  reasons.  The  Secre- 
tary said  it  was  impossible,  with  the  force  at  pres- 
ent in  the  department,  to  examine  American  claims 
preferred  against  foreign  Governments.  Accord- 
ing to  the  practice  at  present,  they  were  forwarded 
to  our  respective  ministers  abroad  without  having 
been  examined  at  all,  and  our  ministers  considered 
it  as  expected  from  them  that  they  should  press 
these  claims  on  the  foreign  Goveinments  on  whom 
they  were  made.  The  consequences  were  very  un- 
pleasant, not  only,  but  seriously  injurious.  Many 
of  these  claims  turned  out  to  be  utterly  unfounded; 
and  the  pressing  of  them  operated  to  irritate  the 
Governments  abroad,  and  to  injure  our  national 
character  for  honesty.  The  repetition  of  succes- 
sive claims,  without  justice  or  equity  to  sanction 
them,  begat  an  opinion  which  was  transferred  from 
the  particular  claimants  to  their  country  generally; 
and  its  effect  was  unfortunate  to  us  as  a  nation. 
It  was  desired  that  a  clerk  should  be  appointed, 
whose  duty  it  should  be  to  examine  the  claim  and 
the  evidence  adduced  in  support  of  it,  at  least  so 
far  as  to  see  that  a  prima  facie  case  was  made  out 
before  the  papers  were  permitted  to  be  sent  abroad. 

There  was  another  extensive  class  of  claims 
which  it  was  very  important  to  examine,  and  that 
was,  the  claims  preferred  by  the  subjects  of  for- 
eign Governments  against  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  With  the  clerks  now  in  the  department, 
it  was  impossible  to  give  these  claims  any  exami- 
nation at  all. 

The  department  asked  for  a  competent  clerk, 
whose  duty  it  should  be  to  examine  both  these 
classes  of  claims. 

Mr.  GEORGE  S.  HOUSTON  wanted  to  know 
whether  the  amendment  was  in  order.'  Was  it 
not  for  the  appointment  of  a  nesv  clerk,  with  en- 
tirely new  duties.' 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  certainly  it  was.  And  this 
grew  out  of  the  necessity  of  the  case.  It  was  pre- 
cisely because  there  was  no  such  clerk  now,  and 
because  those  duties  were  not  performed,  that  the 
Department  asked  that  Congress  would  provide 
one.  The  gentleman  did  not,  he  presumed,  desire 
that  the  character  of  our  people  should  be  preju- 
diced before  foreign  nations,  and  that  a  presump- 
tion of  knavery  should  be  raised  against  it. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  sustained  the  point  of  order. 
The  effect  of  the  amendment  would  be,  if  he  un- 
derstood it,  to  erect  a  separate  and  new  bureau 
within  the  Department  of  State,  with  duties  at 
present  unknown  to  the  law. 

The  CHAIR  overruled  the  objection. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  the  amendment 
was  carried,  ayes  102,  noes  25. 

PATIONT   OFFICE. 

Mr.  PARRELLY  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  come  at  the  end  of  the  items  under  the 
head  of"  Department  of  State:" 

For  the  piirolia.-^e  of  such  scientific  works  as  are  neces- 
sary lor  the  use  of  the  Tuteiit  Ortic(^  $1,000. 


.  For  compfnsaiion  of  librarian,  .^SOO. 

For  the  collection  of  agiicullural  statistics  and  other  pur- 
poses, $.3,500 ;  which  several  sinus,  arnoiiiitiiig  in  tlie  whole 
to  ,*6,800,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  patent  fund. 

Mr.  F.  briefly  explained  the  necessity  of  the 
amendment,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FARRELLY  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  lastamendment: 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  chemical  analyses  of  ve- 
gf'talile  suhstanccs  produced  and  used  for  the  food  of  man 
and  animals,  to  he  expended  under  the  direction  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Patents,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Patent  fund, 
,^^•1,000. 

Mr.  F.  handed  in  at  the  Clerk's  table,  where  it 
was  read,  a  letter  in  explanation  of  the  necessity 
of  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

ADDITIONAL  CLEl^CS  PROPOSED, 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  an 
amendment,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  first  item 
under  the  head  of  "  Treasury  Department,"  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  employ 
two  additional  clerks,  one  at  a  salary  of  |1, 600  and 
the  other  at  $1,400  per  annum,  and  appropriating 
P,000  therefor. 

Mr.  R.  referred  to  a  report  of  the  acting  Secre- 
tary, setting  forth  the  want  of  additional  clerks  in 
the  offices  of  the  Second  Auditor  and  Second" 
Comptroller,  and  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

Mr.  FARAN  moved  to  strike  out  two  and  insert 
one.  He  admitted  the  necessity  for  soine  additional 
aid;  but  he  thought,  if  the  force  already  there  were 
properly  distributed,  the  business  of  the  depart- 
ment could  be  much  better  done.  The  occupation 
of  most  of  those  now  in  the  department  seemed  to 
be  much  more  the  reading  of  newspapers  than  the 
performance  of  the  public  business.  Some  faith- 
ful clerks  were  overworked,  while  others  had  noth- 
ing to  do;  and  there  were  some  there  who  would 
not  work,  as  he  had  personal  reason  to  know.  Mr. 
F.  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  NICOLL  renewed  it,  as  a  means  of  saying 
that  he  should  be  opposed  to  the  granting  of  any 
more  clerks  till  Mr.  McKay's  bill  should  have 
gone  into  effect.  That  bill  would  enable  the  heads 
of  department  to  regenerate  their  respective  de- 
partments by  excluding  the  idle  and  incompetent. 
The  House  could  then  act  with  some  confidence; 
else  they  might  only  be  increasing  the  number 
of  those  who  were  only  burdens  on  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  amendment,  it 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  HENLEY  proposed  to  grant  two  clerks  for 
twelve  months  only.  As  the  necessity  of  more 
force  in  the  departments  grew  wholly  out  of  the 
war,  it  would  probably  cease  by  the  expiration  of 
another  year;  it  would  then  be  hard  to  get  rid  of 
them.  It  was  better  to  limit  the  time  of  service 
beforehand. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  an. 
amendment  authorizing  the  employment  in  the 
office  of  the  Second  Comptroller  for  one  year  of 
six  additional  clerks,  one  at  a  salary  of  $1,150,  and 
the  others  at  a  salary  of  $1,000  each  per  annum, 
$6,150. 

Mr.  R.  explained  that  there  was  a  great  amount 
of  arrears  accumulating  in  that  office.  Theaccounts 
of  one  class  now  behind  would  require  eight  years 
to  bring  them  up.  In  these  accounts  the  relatives 
of  our  soldiers  had  a  deep  interest,  and  it  was 
jn-actically  injustice  to  them  to  refuse  the  necessary 
means  to  bring  up  the  accounts. 

Mr.  VINTON  proposed  as  a  substitute  an  amend- 
ment allowing  the  Secretary  three  new  clerks  for 
one  year,  with  a  salary  of  §1,200  each. 

He  read,  in  support  of  the  motion,  a  letter  from 
the  Second  Comptroller  and  an  oflicial  report. 

The  question  was  put  upon  the  amendment  as 
amended,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  .JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing jnoviso  to  the  item  making  appropriations 
for  the  office  of  the  First  Auditor: 

I'roridcd,  further,  That  the  salaries  of  all  officers,  civil 
and  military,  ns  well  as  members  of  Congress,  holding  oHicea 
under  this  (Jovernment,  whore  the  salary  is  over  one  thou- 
^and  dollars,  and  no  constitutional  prohibition,  from  and  after 
the  first  Monday  in  December,  J 84B,  shall  be  reduced  one- 
fifth  upon  the  whole  amount  of  said  salary;  provided  it  doe.'? 
not  reduce  the  salary  below  one  thousand  dollars,  and  tlieu 
down  to  that  sum. 

Mr.  J.  remarked ,  that  as  there  seemed  to  be  a  dis- 
position on  the  part  of  the  House  to  reduce  the  sal- 
aries of  officers  one  by  one,  he  proposed  to  make 
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the  reduction  general.  The  time  was  propitious; 
the  Government  was  deeply  in  debt,  and  the  ex- 
penditures were  large;  moreover,  a  Presidential 
election  was  approaching,  and  he  wished  to  see 
which  of  the  parties  would  go  before  the  people 
with  the  best  fronton  this  question. 

The  amendment  was  rejected:  Ayes  54,  noes  62. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  moved  to  increase  the  salary 
proposed  for  the  two  additional  clerks  in  the  First 
Auditor's  office,  from  p,000  each  per  annum  to 
$1,150  to  each  per  annum,  and  to  increase  the 
amount  appropriated  for  the  office  from  $21,400 
to  $21,700. 

iVlr.  B.  said  the  salary  proposed  was  the  same 
as  that  received  by  the  other  officers  who  per- 
formed the  same  service. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  an 
amendment  to  the  end  of  the  item  making  appro- 
priations for  the  Second  Auditor's  office,  providing  j 
for  thirteen  additional  clerks,  which  the  Secretary  ; 
of  the  Treasury  is  authorized  to  employ  after  the  j 
passage  of  this  act  in  said  office  for  twelve  months, 
at  a  compensation  not  exceeding  $3  per  day,  for  the 
settlement  of  the  accounts  of  paymasters  and  the 
accounts   for   arrears   of  pay   of  discharged   and 
deceased  officers  and  soldiers,  and  the  accounts  of 
captains  of  companies,  and  for  company  clothing, 
&c.,  $12,000. 

Mr.  R.  explained  the  necessity  for  this  increase 
of  clerks,  arising  out  of  the  press  of  business  upon 
the  office  consequent  upon  the  war. 

Some  conversation  and  explanations  as  to  the 
state  of  business  in  the  Second  Auditor's  office, 
the  additional  number  of  clerks  necessary,  &c., 
occurred  between  Messrs.  BOWLIN,  VINTON, 
ROCKWELL  of  Connecticut,  HUDSON,  HEN- 
LEY, CROZIER,  FICKLIN,  and  JONES  of 
Tennessee. 

Mr.  DICKEY  moved  that  the  committee  rise: 
Ayes  64,  noes  39. 

The  committee  rose  accordingly  and  reported 
progress. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred: 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR  :  The  petition  of  Robert  D.  Stephenson 
and  90  otheis,  citizens  of  jacltson  county,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  pass  laws  prohibiting,  under  the 
heaviest  penalties,  the  importation  of  all  intoxicating  drinks. 

By  Mr.  GREEN  :  A  petition  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  For- 
sythe,  of  Knox  county,  Missouri. 

By  Mr.  ROSE:  the  petition  of  Nathaniel  Smith  and 
others,  of  Ontario  county,  New  York,  praying  Congress  for 
a  reduction  of  the  rates  of  postage.  Also,  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam F.  Sheeden,  Sireno  French,  and  others. 

By  Mr.  PALFREY:  The  memorial  of  Henry  R.  School- 
craft, praying  for  the  adoption  of  a  suitable  system  of  nom- 
encKiture  for  thfi  public  lands. 

By  Mr.  MANN,  of  Massachusetts  :  The  petition  of  Alonzo 
Chapin  and  others,  of  Abington,  Massachusetts,  praying  for 
the  abolition  of  the  franking  privilege  and  for  the  reduction 
of  postage. 
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Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
resolution  inquiring  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  number  of  cadets  at  West  Point,  reported 
that  it  was  inexpedient,  and  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RUSK,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  memorial  of  Ambrose  R.  Da- 
venport; which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RUSK  made  an  effort  to  take  up  the  bill  to 
increase  the  naval  force  of  the  United  States  by 
adding  thereto  the  personnel  of  the  late  Republic  of 
Texas. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  suggested  that  it  had  better  be 
postponed  until  the  Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr. 
Hunter]  had  closed  his  remarks  on  the  Oregon 
bill;  to  which  Mr.  RUSK  assented. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to 
establish  a  branch  Mint  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
Betting  forth  the  reasons  that  pressed  on  his  mind 
for  prompt  action  on  the  bill;  but  the  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Senate 
took  up  the  amendments  to  the  naval  appropriation 
bill. 


The  question  being  on  the  amendment  of  the 
committee,  striking  out  the  appropriation  of  $7,500 
for  furnishing  the  marine  hospital  at  New  Or- 
leans— 

Mr.  ATHERTON  gave  the  reasons  which  had 
induced  the  committee  to  strike  out  this  appropria- 
tion. It  was  not  a  proper  subject  to  be  introduced 
in  a  bill  of  this  character.  The  committee  desired 
to  exclude  all  objects  which  did  not  legitimately 
belong  to  an  appropriation  bill.  Sailors  of  the 
United  States  navy  were  not  admitted  into  this  in- 
stitution. He  defended  the  committee  against  the 
charge  of  partiality,  alleging  that  the  desire  of  the 
committee  was  to  avoid  the  admission  of  items 
which  might  delay  the  passage  of  the  bill.  The 
committee  had  also  been  charged  with  a  design  to 
destroy  the  system  of  erecting  marine  hospitals, 
whicli  he  denied.  This  appropriation  might  be 
made  in  a  separate  bill,  to  which  there  would  prob- 
ably be  little  objection.  He  did  not  suppose  that 
any  one  contemplated  the  carrying  out  of  the  sys- 
tem all  at  once.  As  in  the  system  laid  down  for 
fortifications,  it  must  be  perfected  gradually.  The 
appropriations  which  had  been  made  for  the  pur- 
chase of  sites  was  intended  only  as  a  preliminary 
step.  Congress  did  not  appropriate  money  for  this 
purpose  until  1842.  The  only  appropriations  since 
were  for  three  hospitals — $25,000  to  be  divided 
between  the  three.  This  was  barely  sufficient  to 
make  a  commencement.  One  of  these  hospitals 
had  been  only  raised  to  its  first  story,  and  another 
was  not  far  advanced.  It  would  require  $50,000 
for  each  of  these  buildings.  It  was  important  that 
the  money  appropriated  should  not  be  wasted, 
while  we  ought  to  give  all  the  relief  we  could. 
Our  first  object  should  be  to  finish  the  three  hospi- 
tals which  were  in  progress,  before  we  go  on  with 
others,  and  not  rush  at  once  to  the  completion  of 
all  which  it  was  in  contemplation  to  erect.  He 
assured  t)ie  Senate  that  the  committee  had  no  feeling 
on  the  subject,  and  that  its  only  object  was  to  ex- 
clude what  they  deemed  irrelevant  items  from  the 
bill,  and  thus  prevent  any  unnecessary  delay  in  its 
passage. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  regretted  this  pertinacious 
objection  to  the  appropriation.  There  was  no 
objection  to  the  thing  on  its  merits,  but  to  the  inap- 
propriateness  in  this  bill.  He  then  showed  from 
the  Journals  that  the  commencement  of  this  appro- 
priation was  in  the  naval  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  that  was  a  departure 
from  all  precedent.  The  practice  had  been  to  in- 
troduce these  matters  in  the  naval  appropriation 
bill. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  this  was  the  only 
appropriation  of  the  kind.  The  others  had  been 
for  the  purchase  of  sites.  The  House  had  inserted 
it  in  this  bill,  and  why  should  we  strike  it  out? 
He  read  from  a  paper  in  his  hand  a  statement  of 
the  amounts  received  at  Louisville  from  the  boat- 
men, to  which  the  appropriations  for  hospitals  bore 
no  proportion.  The  amounts  contributed  at  Pitts- 
burg are  much  greater.  With  these  facts,  shall 
we,  for  a  mere  technical  objection,  strike  out  the 
appropriation.'  He  hoped  not.  There  was  a 
greater  similitude  between  this  subject  and  our 
naval  service  than  between  many  other  matters 
which  frequently  find  their  way  into  an  appropri- 
ation bill.  Many  works  which  have  been  com- 
menced are  falling  into  dilapidation  for  want  of 
appropriations.  He  quoted  from  the  opinions  and 
facts  in  a  report  of  Colonel  Long,  superintendent 
of  one  of  these  works,  to  show  the  injurious  con- 
sequences of  these  delays. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  said  he  under- 
stood this  motion  was  to  be  followed  up  by  mo- 
tions to  strike  out  all  similar  appropriations.  He 
reminded  the  Senate  that  this  hospital  was  com- 
pleted, and  that  it  was  only  asked  to  buy  the  fur- 
niture, without  which  the  building  cannot  be  used. 
At  this  sickly  position,  where  so  many  hundreds 
of  sailors  have  already  died,  it  is  highly  important 
that  the  hospital  should  be  furnished.  The  com- 
pletion of  this  v/ork  would  save  the  Government 
$12,000  a  year;  and  he  hoped  it  would  not  be  de- 
feated by  a  frivolous  objection. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGHT,  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. 

■      OREGON  BILL. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  establish  a  Territorial  Government  in 
Oregon. 


The  question  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Davis,  of  Mississippi — 

Mr.  HUNTER  then  addressed  the  Senate,  ex- 
pressing his  regret  that  the  subject  had  been  forced 
on  the  South,  as  it  had  been  by  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Territories.  The  course  of  the 
North  had  been  sufficient  to  stir  the  blood,  but  he 
would  endeavor  to  discuss  the  question  dispas- 
sionately. The  truth  was  with  the  South,  and  the 
truth  would  be  best  presented  when  presented  with 
calmness.  Referring  to  the  constant  course  of 
legislation  in  relation  to  the  Territories,  he  was 
surprised  to  hear  it  denied  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  had  the  authority  to  govern  the 
Territories.  It  was  an  authority  derived  from  the 
power  of  acquiring  territories,  and  it  was  limited  in 
its  character.  It  is  also  deducible  from  the  power 
of  Congress  to  dispose  of  the  public  lands,  of  pre- 
venting trespasses,  and  of  arresting  fugitives. 
This  power  remains  in  Congress,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution,  until  they  become 
States.  Congress  has  also  the  right  to  govern  the 
Territories  for  the  purpose  of  training  them,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  prepared  to  become  States. 
He  then  went  into  a  view  of  the  powers  implied, 
in  order  to  show  to  what  objects  they  extended, 
and  where  the  limitation  of  these  powers  was  to  be 
found.  The  limitation  is,  when  Congress  attempts 
to  do  anything  which  the  Constitution  does  not 
warrant. 

If  the  power  to  govern  the  Territories  does  not 
exist  in  Congress,  where  is  it  to  be  found .'  It  has 
been  said  that  it  resides  in  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritories. This  he  denied.  If  Congress  had  no 
right  to  govern  the  Territories,  what  right  has  it 
to  extend  the  revenue  laws  over  a  Territory,  or  to 
make  a  treaty,  or  do  any  other  act  of  sovereignty 
there.?  The  assumption  was  an  unconstitutional 
one.  The  Constitution  specifies  certain  restrictions 
on  the  power  of  Congress  in  the  States,  which  are 
not  to  be  found  as  regards  Territories.  It  follows 
that  the  power  cannot  reside  in  the  people  of  the 
Territories,  but,  by  necessary  implication,  it  be- 
longs to  Congress.  The  States  cannot  acquire 
territory.  Territory  acquired  is  the  property  of 
all  the  States,  and  must  be  governed  by  the  power 
v/hich  is  the  agency  of  the  States  conjointly.  The 
only  rule  of  construction  which  can  be  sustained 
is  that  which  renders  the  whole  instrument  con- 
sistent and  harmonious. 

There  are  certain  powers  of  which  Congress  is 
deprived:  the  power  of  passing  ex  post  facto  laws, 
or  to  establish  a  form  of  religion;  and  it  refrains 
from  attempting  to  carry  out  any  of  these  powers 
in  the  Territories.  Congress  is  bound  to  maintain 
the  equality  of  the  citizens  and  the  equality  of  the 
States.  Every  individual  has  a  right  to  enjoy  the 
rewards  and  honors  of  the  Government,  and  every 
State  has  a  right  to  share  in  the  privileges  which 
are  conferred  on  the  others.  In  this  equality  is  to 
be  found  the  whole  secret  of  our  progress.  Destroy 
the  one,  and  you  destroy  the  other.  He  referred 
to  the  clauses  of  the  Constitution  in  which  this 
principle  of  equality  was  to  be  found.  The  States 
are  not  allowed  to  make  treaties,  or  to  regulate 
commerce,  or  to  lay  duties,  because  they  might 
exercise  these  powers  to  the  destruction  of  this 
equality.  Congress  is  bound  to  respect  this  limi- 
tation in  all  its  legislation,  especially  in  regard 
to  the  acquisition  of  territory.  Congress  may  not 
touch  the  right  of  the  States  to  colonize  the  newly- 
acquired  territories.  He  contended  that  it  was' 
indispensable  to  secure  the  domination  of  the  white 
race,  as  well  for  the  interest  of  that  race  and  for 
the  welfare  of  the  slave. 

If  the  power  to  goverp  Territories  devolves  on 
Congress,  it  brings  with  it  the  obligation  on  Con- 
gress to  protect  the  property  of  the  citizen.  It  had 
been  said  that  the  right  of  establishing  slavery  was 
involved  in  the  right  of  prghibiting  slavery.  This 
he  denied,  because  the  questions  rested  on  different 
grounds.  It  would  not  be  denied  in  England,  and 
it  could  not  be  denied  anywhere,  that  in  Virginia 
slaves  were  property,  and  that  property  ought  to 
be  respected  wherever  it  goes.  Instead  of  the 
owner  being  divested  of  his  property  whenever  he 
moves  with  it  into  another  State,  he  has  a  right  to 
e.xpect  that  it  shall  be  protected.  Was  it  compe- 
tent to  Congress  to  divest  of  his  property  any 
owner  of  a  slave  who  may  take  his  slave  to  his 
land  in  a  new  Territory,.'  He  denied  that  it  was. 
Whether  slavery  would  or  would  not  bo  beneficial 
to  the  new  States  was  a  question  which  might  be 
mooted.     It  depended  on  the  question  of  climate, 
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and  other  questions  whicli  did  not  come  within  the 
scope  of  his  argument.  Opinions  diliered  widely 
on  the  subject. 

Let  Congress  refrain  from  interference,  and  let 
the  nesro  race,  following  the  law  of  gravitation, 
extend  itself  to  the  Territories,  and  it  will  be  for 
the  advancement  of  the  harmony,  the  prosperity, 
and  the  happiness  of  the  whole.  The  South  would 
tlien  teel  that  it  was  treated  with  proper  kindness 
and  consideration.  He  a.sked  if  the  South  had  not 
been  the  balance-wheel  in  this  Confederacy,  stand- 
ing between  the  extremes  of  Federalism  and  De- 
mocracy. The  southern  citizen  has  been  at  all 
times  eminently  conservative,  made  so  not  by  any 
superiority  in  wisdom  or  sagacity,  but  from  his 
position.  He  refuted  the  idea  that  the  southern 
slaveholding  Stales  could  ever  obtain  an  ascend- 
ency of  political  power.  He  deprecated  these  sec- 
tional jealousies,  the  only  effect  of  which  must 
be  to  prevent  that  harmony  and  kindness  which 
would  otherwise  exist  between  the  North  and  the 
South.  By  a  continued  course  of  oppression,  you 
must  effectually  destroy  the  Union,  because  the 
confidence  and  good  will  which  constitute  its  ele- 
ments would  be  destroyed.  The  eifect  of  conces- 
sion would  be  to  band  North  and  South  together; 
to  unite  them  with  hooks  of  steel.  If  the  South 
cannot  be  treated  as  an  equal  by  the  North;  if  she 
is  to  be  deprived  of  her  proper  share  in  the  benefits 
of  the  General  Government,  what  white  citizen 
would  consent  to  remain  in  a  slave  State?  and  the 
consequence  would  be  the  reenactment  of  the  out- 
rages which  had  flooded  the  West  Indies  with  the 
blond  of  the  white  race.  There  was  no  friend  of 
humanity  who  would  desire  to  see  these  results. 

But  is  it  believed  that  the  southern  representa- 
tives would  stand  liere  with  folded  arms,  while 
such  encroachments  as  would  lead  to  these  results 
■were  going  on  .-'  Would  they  remain  quiet  while 
their  houses  were  wrapt  in  flames.'  Let  it  not  be 
supposed.  But  he  begged  pardon  for  suffering 
such  words  to  escape  him.  The  State  which  he 
represented  liad  not  authorized  him  to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  menace.  She  had  never  suffered  herself 
to  believe  that  such  a  result  was  possible. 

He  asked,  what  is  slavery?  Solve  him  that  prob- 
lem, and  then  let  any  one  see  if  he  cannot  apply  the 
solution  at  home,  in  what  country  do  we  not  find 
the  authority  exercised  by  parent  over  child?  What 
is  this  but  the  authority  of  man  over  man.  This 
was  productive  of  benefit  to  the  vvhole.  The  con- 
nection between  master  and  slave  was  almost  as 
dear  a  relation  as  that  between  parent  and  child. 
Look  at  the  pauper  system  in  England — that  focus 
and  hot-bed  of  abolitionism — and  see  if  the  condi- 
tion of  the  pauper  is  not  worse  than  thecondition  of 
the  slave.  We  hear  nothing  there  of  the  rights  of 
man.  It  is  the  peace  of  society  which  requires 
that  condition.  And  so  it  was  with  the  slave,  who 
cannot  exist  by  the  side  of  the  white  man  without 
becoming  subordinate  to  superior  intelligence  and 
character.  He  referred  to  the  results  of  the  in- 
troduction of  machinery  in  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts of  England,  by  which  the  child  had  been 
converted  into  more  importance  and  value  than 
the  adult,  and  the  lather  and  mother  were  reduced 
to  subordinate  positions.  Here  the  slave  was  sure 
of  his  subsistence.  His  position  was  more  favoi'- 
able  than  that  of  the  white  pauper.  And  if,  in  the 
existence  of  pauperism  in  other  countries,  we  see 
no  governments  overthrown,  why  should  we  ap- 
prehend from  the  existence  of  slavery  any  such 
danger  to  our  own.  He  did  not  mean  to  censure 
other  governments,  because  such  a  state  of  things 
exists.  He  knew  that  these  inequalities  of  condi- 
tion were  inseparable  from  human  existence.  All 
that  governments  can  do  is  to  do  the' best  they  can 
to  meliorate,  and  many  governments  do  not  do 
that.  These  matters  were  in  existence  under  the 
decree  of  a  Providence  \^iich  he  would  not  dare  to 
arraign,  but  to  which  he  would  always  bow  with 
an  unshaken  faith  in  its  wisdom. 

He  deprecated  the  continuance  of  doubt  as  to 
the  course  which  it  becomes  us  to  pursue,  and 
dn-ected  the  Senate  to  the  responsibility  which  it 
wr)uld  incur  to  Heaven  if  it  refrained  from  taking 
the  course  which  wisdom  and  humanity  indicated, 
and  to  the  re.sponsibility  which  po.sterity  would 
demand  from  us,  if  we  lose  the  inheritance  of  lib- 
erty Jind  free  government  which  descended  to  us 
from  our  fathers,  and  which  it  is  our  solemn  duty 
to  preserve  and  cherish. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  lVli.s8i8sippi,  expressed  a  wish  to 
address  the  Senate  on  his  ainendmcnt,  and  moved 


that  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  post- 
poned until  to-morrow;  which  was  agreed  to. 

TEXAN  NAVY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUSK,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  increase  the  naval 
establishment  of  the  United  Slates. 

The  bill  having  been  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  was  reported  without  amendment; 
and  the  question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed — 

Mr.  BERRIEN  wished  to  hear  the  reasons  on 
which  this  bill  was  advocated.  It  was  a  very  im- 
portant bill,  providing  to  bring  the  officers  of  the 
Texan  navy  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
thus  overslaughing  officers  of  our  own  navy.  It 
would  be  an  act  of  gross  injustice  to  place  over 
our  own  officers  persons  who  had  left  their  own 
country  and  entered  into  a  foreign  service. 

Mr.  RUSK  said  he  did  not  regard  the  act  of  these 
officers  in  entering  the  Texas  navy  as  entering  into 
foreign  service. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  explained,  that  he  referred  to 
the  fact  that  some  of  these  persons  had  left  the 
United  States,  and  entered  into  the  Texan  navy 
while  Texas  was  a  foreign  government. 

Mr.  RUSK  defended  the  bill,  on  the  ground  that 
our  treaty  with  Texas  stipulated  that  the  United 
States  should  incorporate  the  Texan  navy  with  the 
navy  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  term  wrrtjiy  did 
not  certainly  mean  ships  alone,  but  also  the  officers 
attached  to  that  navy,  and  farming  a  portion  of  it. 
These  officers  had  made  a  contract  with  the  Texan 
Government,  to  serve  during  good  behavior;  and 
if  the  United  States  should  put  such  a  construction 
on  the  agreement  with  Texas  as  to  force  her  to  a 
violation  of  this  contract,  it  would  be  an  act  of  hard- 
ship and  injustice.  It  was  not  proposed  to  displace 
any  officers  of  the  United  States.  The  bill  would 
create  new  offices  for  these  persons,  and  would  not 
be  unjust  to  any  of  the  United  States  officers. 

Mr.  BADGER  stated,  that  the  action  of  the 
Naval  Com  mittee  did  not  at  all  intimate  an  opinion 
that  this  bill  ought  to  pass.  It  was  the  sentiment 
of  the  committee  that  there  were  serious  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  the  passage  of  this  act.  He  referred 
to  the  case  of  Commodore  Moore,  who  left  the 
United  States  as  a  lieutenant,  and  was  received  in 
the  Texan  navy  as  a  commodore.  He  left  asso- 
ciates with  him  in  the  United  States,  who  were 
lieutenants.  He  desires  to  return  here  as  a  cap- 
tain, while  his  former  associates,  who  had  remained 
true  to  their  own  country,  continue  lieutenants, 
and  would  be  placed  under  the  command  of  their 
former  associate,  who,  by  leaving  his  own  coun- 
try, and  going  into  a  foreign  service,  had  obtained 
this  more  elevated  rank.  He  did  not  think  we  i 
could  so  decide,  and  stand  by  the  decision. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  thought  it  unconstitutional 
to  authorize  the  President  to  incorporate  the  Texan 
navy  with  the  United  States  navy,  and  in  the  same 
bill  a[>point  the  additional  officers  which  shall  fill 
the  stations  which  would  require  to  be  filled. 

Mr.  RUSK  made  some  remarks  in  explanation, 
defending  the  propriety  and  constitutionality  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  that  although  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  navy  was  ambiguous,  yet  the 
usual  construction  embraced  officers  as  well  as 
ships.  He  was  therefore  disposed  to  give  it  that 
construction,  which  wa.5  the  one  unanimously  put 
on  the  resolution  annexing  Texas.  He  thought  that 
as  Texas  was  now  one  of  the  Slates  of  the  Union, 
deprived  of  her  })otential  voice,  she  ought  to  be 
treated  with  kindness  and  liberality.  He  thought 
the  bill  might  be  so  modified  as  to  do  away  with 
any  objection  of  a  constitutional  character.  No 
injustice  could  be  done  to  our  own  officers,  nor 
need  the  feelings  of  any  one  of  them  be  wounded 
by  the  admission  of  these  officers.  He  added  a 
few  words  in  defence  of  Commodore  Moore, 
whose  conduct  in  leaving  the  service  of  the  United 
States  in  a  time  of  peace,  and  entering  the  Texan 
service,  was  not  only  free  from  reproach,  but  de- 
serving of  praise. 

Mr.  BEllRIEiN'  stated  that  there  were  friends, 
officers  of  the  United  States  navy,  whose  reputa- 
tion was  dear  to  him,  who  would  be  overstepped 
if  this  bill  shoidd  pass;  and  to  this  he  would  not 
give  his  assent.  He  controverted  the  proposition 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  that  it  was 
praiseworthy  in  an  officer  of  the  navy  to  leave  the 
uervice  and  enter  into  foreign  service. 


Mr.  HALE  referred  to  the  Naval  Register  to  show 
how  our  naval  officers  were  now  employed.  Out 
of  sixty-seven  captains,  forty  are  on  leave  of  ab- 
sence and  wailing  orders;  out  of  ninety-seven  com- 
manders, forty-three  are  in  the  same  situation,  and 
eighty-six  lieutenants  in  the  same  position.  He 
wished  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  say  what 
was  the  amount  of  the  appropriations  in  the  naval 
bill. 

Mr.  ATHERTON.  I  believe  they  are  some- 
what more  than  |,H  ,000,000. 

Mr.  HALE  said  the  appropriations  for  the  naval 
service  were  formerly  only  $4,000,000,  and  no 
wonder  that  they  had  risen  to  $11,000,000  when 
so  many  officers  were  doing  nothing.  There  was 
not  so  much  waste  in  any  navy  of  any  Govern- 
ment under  Heaven  as  in  our  navy;  and  should  he 
live  to  take  his  seat  here  another  session,  he 
pledged  himself  to  introduce  some  reform  of  the 
evil. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  he  did  not  say  that 
eleven  millions  was  the  amount  of  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  navy  proper. 

Mr.  HALE  said,  I  meant  the  navy  ijuproper. 

Mr.  FOOTE  advocated  the*  bill,  regarding  the 
admission  of  the  Texan  officers  as  an  obligation 
imposed  on  us  by  our  engagements  to  Texas.  He 
also  eulogized  the  character  and  conduct  of  Com- 
modore Moore,  in  going  to  Texas  and  contributing 
his  aid  to  the  achievement  of  the  independence  of 
that  country. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  moved  to  amend  by  making 
the  provision  to  read  so  as  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  increase  the  United 
States  navy  by  adding  as  many  ships  as  were  em- 
braced in  the  Texan  navy,  without  making  it  ne- 
cessary to  add  the  same  vessels  as  were  received 
from  Texas. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  said  the  debate 
on  the  navy  of  Texas  was  pretty  well  exhausted. 
But  he  did  not  like  to  permit  our  navy  to  rest  un- 
der the  imputation  thrown  on  it  by  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire.  He  referred  to  the  attacks 
formerly  made  on  West  Point,  and  the  change  of 
opinion  which  had  since  taken  place,  so  that  now 
no  one  could  be  found  to  assail  it.  He  then  spoke 
of  the  necessity  of  making  our  navy  our  great  de- 
fence, as  we  are  not  likely  to  have  any  war  except 
with  some  European  country,  in  which  case  mari- 
time force  may  be  very  valuable.  He  hoped  this 
branch  of  the  service  would  be  left  untouched- 
that  no  attempt  v/ould  be  made  to  detract  from  its 
character  or  diminish  its  efficiency. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  made  some  further  re- 
marks against  the  bill. 

Mr.  RUSK  said  a  few  word.s  in  defence  of  the 
officers  who  had  gone  over  from  the  United  States 
to  the  Texan  service. 

Mr.  NILES  and  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachu- 
setts, said  a  few  words,  when  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Florida  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atchison, Bniland,  Butler, Ciilhoun, Cam- 
eron, Diclvinson,  Downs,  Fonte,  Hanneaan,  Houston,  John- 
son of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Rusk,  Sebastian,  Sturgeon,  Westcoll, 
and  Yulee— 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Alherton,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Ber- 
rien, Corwin,  Davis  of  Massaoliusetts,  Dayton,  Dix,  Fetch, 
Fitzserald,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Johnson  of  Maryland, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Mason,  Metcalf,  Miller,  NilKs,Pearce, 
Phelps,  Spruance,Turiu;y,  Underwood,  tjph,im,and  Walker 
—26. 

And  then  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  July  12,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  GOGGIN  asked  leave  to  introduce  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

ReioUed,  That  when  this  House  adjourns  to-day,  it  will 
adjourn  to  meet  on  to-umrrow,  at  10  o'clock,  and  at  the  same 
hour  on  each  succeeding  day  of  the  present  session  until  the 
close  thereof. 

The  resolution  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to 
move  to  take  up  the  bill  to  establish  certain  post 
routes? 

Mr.  HUDSON  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of 
the  Union.     Lost. 

The  committees  wore  then  called  for  reports. 
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REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  NICOLL,  from    the  Committee  of  W^ys 
and  Means,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  branch 
mint  at  the  city  of  New  York.     Read  twice  and 
committed. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  re|X)rted  bills  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  H.  Noble,  for  the  relief  of  John  Howe, 
for  the  relief  of  Orange  H.  Dibble;  which  were 
read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  P. 
Converse,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  R.  explained  the  amendment,  and  asked 
that  the  bill  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  DANIEL  moved  to  commit  the  bill.  Agreed 
to. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of 
B.  L  Heard,  R.  C.  Prewitt,  William  Woodward, 
and  S.  B.  Olmstead.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bills  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Fields 
and  for  the  payment  of  Charles  Richmond,  report- 
ed the  same  back  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment.    Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bills  for  the  relief  of  J.  P.  Sothoron 
and  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Grice,  reported  the 
same  back  to  the  House  with  amendments.  Com- 
mitted. 

•  Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  J.  W.  Nye, 
assignee  of  P.  Bargy  and  H.  Stewart,  reported  the 
same  back  to  the  House,  with  the  recommenda- 
tion that  it  do  not  pass.     Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jose  Argote 
Vallalobos,  Marie  Rose,  Frangois  Felix,  Marquis 
de  Fougeres,  or  their  heirs  or  legal  representatives, 
reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  with  an 
amendment. 

The  amendment  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DANIEL,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Anna  Maria 
Baldwin.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CROWELL,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  John  H.  Piatt,  for  the  relief  of  B.M.  Bon- 
ton,  and  for  the  relief  of  A.  H.  Patterson.  Read 
and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C,  tlie  Committee  of  Claims 
was  discharged  from  the  petitions  of  Thomas 
Copeland,  Mary  E.  Bunfoot,  executrix  of  John 
Clark,  deceased,  George  W.  Kidd,  Jane  Parker, 
and  of  the  executor  of  John  J.  Bulon,  deceased. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  thesamecommittee,  madean  adverse 
report  on  the  petition  of  the  Pacific  and  other  In- 
surance Companies  of  New  York.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  NELSON,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petitions  of  Jeremiah  Car- 
penter and  Daniel  G.  Garnsey.  Laid  on  the  table. 
Mr.  DUNN,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  T.  Gatnmage.  Read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  HUNT,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  to  compensate  and  reimburse  the 
owner  and  crew  of  the  whaling  ship  Chandler 
Price  the  losses  and  expenses  incurred  in  ransom- 
ing the  crew  of  the  ship  Columbia.  Read  and 
committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bill  to  provide  for  the  survey  of  the 
mouth  of  Red  river,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  re- 
ported the  same  back  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment.    Committed. 

Also,,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed 
to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Printine  be  directed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  printing  5,000  copies  of  the 
memoir,  geograplilcal,  political,  and  conimercial,  on  the 
present  state,  production,  resources,  and  capabilities  for 
commerce  of  Siberia,  Mancliooiii,  and  the  Asiatic  inlands 
of  the  Northern  Pacific  Ocean,  &c.,  by  Aaron  H.  Palmer, 
and  the  map  appended  thereto,  rectntly  communicated  by 
the  President,  and  printed  by  order  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GRINNELL,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  Senate  bill  for  the  lelief  of 
Benjamin  Adams  &  Co.  and  others,  reported  the 


same   back   to   the   House   without  amendment. 
Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  House  bill  to  admit  certain  articles  the 
growth  of  Canada  free  of  duty,  reported  the  same 
back  to  the  House  with  an  amendment.  The 
amendment  was  read. 

Mr.  G.  explained  the  bill,  and  asked  to  have  it 
put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  POLLOCK,  after  making  one  or  two  re- 
marks on  the  bill,  not  heard  at  the  reporter's  desk, 
moved  to  commit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  made  an  urgent  appeal  to 
the  House  to  put  the  bill  on  its  passage,  it  being 
a  matter  of  great  importance  to  New  York  and  to 
many  or  all  of  the  other  States,  and  moved  the 
previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and, under 
its  operation,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and,  being  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  SIMPSON,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charles  B.  Cluskey. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  BINGHAM,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  annex  that  part  of  the  State  of 
Indiana  bordering  on  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Chi- 
cago collection  district. 

The  bill  was  read  three  times  and  passed,  and 
sent  to  tlie  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  which  had  been  referred  House 
bill  to  cede  to  the  State  of  Alabama  the  public  lands 
lying  within  the  Hmits  of  said  State  foi-  purposes 
of  education,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House 
without  amendment.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  referred  Senate  bill  to  confirm  to  the  legal 
representatives  of  Joseph  Dutailles  the  location  of 
a  certain  New  Madrid  certificate,  reported  the  same 
back  to  the  House  without  amendment. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  referred  Senate  bill  to  revive  an  act  authoriz- 
ing certain  soldiers  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain to  surrender  the  bounty  lands  drawn  by  them 
and  to  locate  others  in  lieu  thereof,  reported  the 
same  back  to  the  House  with  an  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  C.  explained  the  objects  and  provisions  of 
the  bill. 

It  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

Also,  froiTi  the  same  committee,  to  which  had 
been  referred  House  bill  in  addition  to  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  reserved  town- 
ships in  Gibson  county,  Indiana,  reported  the  same 
back  to  the  House  without  amendment. 

Mr.  EMBREE  explained  the  bill,  and  asked  to 
have  it  put  upon  it  passage. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and, 
being  engrossed,  was  read  athird  timeand  passed. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  moved  that  when  the  House  ad- 
journs, it  adjourn  to  meet  to-morrow  morning,  at 
ten  o'clock. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  to  amend  the  motion 
by  adding,  "and  that  all  the  standing  committees 
/of  the  House  be  discharged  from  all  business  re- 
ferred to  thern.'' 

The  question  was  stated  on  agreeing  thereto; 
when — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  Mr. 
Goggin's  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

CIVIL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Root,  of  Ohio,  inihe  chair,) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  civil  and  dip- 
lomatic appropriation  bill. 

ADDITIONAL  CLERKS. 

The  amendment  pending  when  the  committee 
rose  yesterday  was  that  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennes- 
see, to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Rockwell,  of  Con- 
necticut, to  strike  out  thirteen  and  insert  fifteen;  so 
that  it  would  read  "for  fifteen  additional  clerks," 
&c. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York,  moved  to  add  to 
the  amendment  the  following: 

Provided,  That  Buch  extra  cierka  shall  not  be  employed  or 


authorized  until  General  Lewis  Cass  shall  have  repaid  to 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States  eiahty  per  cent,  of  the 
extra  allowances  ninde  to  and  received  by  him  from  tho 
treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Ruled  out  of  order. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment 
moved  yesterday  by  Mr.  Rockwell,  of  Connecti- 
cut, authorizing  the  employment  of  thirteen  extra 
clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor,  and  it 
was  agreed  to — ayes  71,  noes  41. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  add  to  the  item  pro- 
viding for  the  Third  Auditor's  office,  "  For  com- 
pensation of  six  additional  clerks  in  said  office  for 
one  year,  two  at  jjl,200  per  annum  each,  and  four 
at  $1,000  per  annum  each, ^6,400."    Agreed  to. 

Mr  VINTON  moved  to  add  to  the  item  'for 
providing  for  the  Fourth  Auditor's  office,  "  For 
compensation    of    two    clerks    in    said    office,   at 

$1,000  per  annum   each,  under  the  act  of  , 

1845,^2,000."     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAWYER  moved  to  add  to  the  end  of  the 
item  providing  for  the  Treasurer's  office  a  pro- 
vision reducing  the  salary  of  the  assistant  treas- 
urer at  New  York  from  four  thousand  to  three 
thousand  dollars  from  and  after  July  1,  1848. 

Mr.  SAWYER  said  he  made  this  motion  in 
good  faith.  This  bill  was  right  in  itself  in  reducing 
the  salaries  of  certain  officers.  They  ought  to  be 
reduced.  But  why  the  salary  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States  should  be  reduced  when  the 
assistant  treasurer  residing  at  New  York  was  paid 
§4,000,  he  was  unable  to  discover.  The  duties 
and  expenses  of  the  assistant  treasurer  at  New 
York  were  no  greater  than  those  of  the  Treasurer 
here.  The  work  of  redaction  had  commenced, 
and  he  desired  to  see  it  go  on  in  the  same  ratio. 
He  had  taken  some  pains  to  examine  the  Blue 
Book,  and  he  should  offer  other  amendments  when 
this  was  disposed  of,  for  he  gave  his  hearty  assent 
to  the  work  of  reduction  in  the  salaries  of  public 
officers.  It  might  be  that  he  did  not  know  what 
he  was  about.  If  this  were  so,  he  wished  to  be 
set  right. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  VINTON  suggested  to  his  colleague  that 
the  salary  of  the  assistant  treasurer  at  New  York 
was  provided  for  on  page  24  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SAWYER  was  aware  of  that;  but  there  ' 
was  no  provision  made  there  for  the  reduction  of 
the  salary.  He  had  examined  every  line  of  the 
bill,  and  he  was  aware  of  its  provisions.  He  could 
not  withdraw  his  amendment  until  that  portion  of 
the  bill  was  reached,  but  he  had  no  objection  to 
have  it  transferred. 

By  general  consent,  the  amendment  to  which  the 
committee  had  agreed  was  transferred  to  the  24th 
page. 

Mr.  COLLINS  moved  to  amend  the  itetn  pro- 
viding for  theofficeoftlie  Register  of  the  Treasury, 
by  reducing  the  sum  from  $28,300  to  $28,100,  so 
as  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  principal  clerk  in  the 
Stock  Bureau  from  $1,400  per  annum  to  $1,200 
per  annum. 

Mr.  COLLINS  explained.  He  observed  that 
in  February  a  resolve  passed  the  House,  calling  on 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  give  the  House 
information  respecting  the  number  and  compensa- 
tion of  the  clerks  in  his  department.  The  call  was 
referred  by  the  Secretary  to  his  subordinates,  and 
among  others  to  the  Register  of  the  Treasury. 
This  officer  made  a  report  to  the  Secretary,  which 
the  Secretary  returned  to  the  House. 

Mr.  C.  would  call  the  attention  of  the  commit- 
tee to  that  letter,  as  published  in  the  documents  of 
the  House.  In  the  oiiginal  letter  transmitted  by 
the  Seci-etary,  attached  to  the  item  for  the  salary 
of  the  principal  clerk  engaged  upon  stocks  was  the 
following:  "  Submitted  $1,600:  see  note."  The 
note  stated  that  the  salary  of  that  clerk  had  been 
heretofore  $1,400,  but  it  was  submitted  to  increase 
it  to  $1,600.  Now,  the  fact  to  which  Mr.  C.  wished 
to  call  the  notice  of  the  committee  was,  that  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary  as  recorded,  did  not  contain 
a  word  of  this.  Here,  then,  was  obviously  an  in- 
terpolation  in  the  Secretary's  letter,  over  the  name 
of  the  Register  of  the  Treasury — placed  there 
without  any  authority.  It  was  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  tliis  principal  clerk  in  the  Stock  Bureau. 
He  did  not  say  it  had  been  made  by  him,  but  lie 
was  the  party  to  be  benefited  if  the  "  submitted" 
item  had  been  adopted.  Mr.  C,  therefore,  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  reducing  the  salary  of  that 
clerk  from  $1,400  to  $1,200. 

Mr.    C.   had    been   credibly   informed  that  the 
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salary  had  been  originally  $1,200,  and  that  the 
duty  of  the  place  was  not  more  arduous  than 
that  usually  discharged  by  an  eight-huiidred-dollar 
clerk;  but  by  some  contrivance,  of  which  iMr.  C. 
was  ignorant,  it  had  in  some  way  been  raised  to 
$1,400,  and  now  the  House  had  a  sample  of  the 
means  in  this  interpolated  note.  It  was  plain  there 
had  been  culpable  conduct  somewhere. 

The  amendment  was  adopted  nem.  con. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  add  to  the  item  pro- 
viding for  the  General  Land  Office,  "  For  compen- 
sation of  eight  clerks  in  said  office  for  one  year  at 
$1,000  per  annum  each,  $8,000." 

Mr.  CUMMINS  moved  to  increase  the  sum 
to  $8,800.  The.se  clerks  were  needed  not  for  gen- 
eral, but  for  specific  duties.  He  went  into  an  ex- 
planation of  the  grounds  of  his  amendment,  and 
.stated  the  number  of  clerks  employed  upon  the 
mineral  lands,  and  those  upon  the  military  bounty 
lands.  The  business  respecting  the  mineral  lands 
had  been  transferred  to  the  Land  Office  proper, 
and  tv/o  additional  clerks  would  be  needed  there 
on  that  account.  And  in  regard  to  the  military 
bounty  lands,  there  was  not  now  one  clerk  of  the 
regular  number  to  register  warrants  or  issue  the 
patents  for  the  land.  The  great  number  of  war- 
rants rendered  this  a  very  arduous  service.  A 
letter  was  read  from  the  Land  Commissioner. 

Mr.  Cs  amendment  was  rejected,  and  that 
offered  by  Mr.  ViNTONf  adopted. 

Mr.  J.  A.  ROCKWELL  moved  an  amendment 
for  three  additional  clerks  in  the  Comptroller's 
office.  He  argued  in  support  of  the  amendment 
that  it  was  necessary  there  should  be  a  certain 
proportion  between  the  force  in  the  Comptroller's 
office  and  that  of  the  Second  Auditor. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  moved  to  strike  out  three  and 
insert  two.  And  a  long  discussion  ensued,  which 
resulted  in  the  rejection  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  insert  an  item  of  $ 

for  the  rent  of  additional  rooms  for  clerks  attached 
to  the  Treasury  Department.  A  letter  v/as  read 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  stating  the 
whole  number  of  clerks  in  his  employ,  and  the 
several  rooms  of  the  Treasury  Building  in  which 
they  were  now  distributed,  representing  that  they 
were  very  much  crowded,  and  that  many  rooms 
in  the  basement,  so  dark  and  damp  as  to  require 
fires  all  the  summer  long,  had  been  converted  into 
offices  and  were  now  occupied  by  clerks.  He  then 
described  the  new  building  recently  erected  by  W. 
W.  Corcoran,  and  gave  a  list  of  the  rooms  it  con- 
tained, and  the  sum  asked  by  the  proprietors  for 
the  use  of  the  whole,  including  a  fire-proof  vault. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  amend 
by  adding  a  proviso  that  the  Secretary  should  not 
pay  more  rent  for  this  building  than  at  the  rate  of 
$60  per  room.  If  the  sum  in  the  amendment  was 
allowed,  the  rooms  would  average  $90  per  year. 
The  rooms  were  not  fire-proof,  tliough  the  vault 
was.  He  believed  $90  a  piece  for  mere  naked 
rooms,  without  an  article  of  furniture,  was  more 
than  the  Government  had  ever  paid  yet.  For  his 
own  part,  he  did  not  think  new  rooms  necessary; 
but,  at  all  events,  $90  was  too  large  a  rent.  Mr. 
H.  withdrew  his  amendment,  and — 

Mr.  POLLOCK  offered  another,  to  enable  Mr. 
Vinton  to  make  an  explanation. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  that  the  department  had 
originally  estimated  the  sum  necessary  to  procure 
these  apartments  at  $2,500,  but  had  afterwards 
written  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
staling  that  they  could  not  be  got  for  less  than 
$3,500.  The  amendment  he  had  offered  did  not 
Hpecify  what  rooms  the  Secretary  was  to  have;  it 
merely  allowed  him  a  certain  sum  for  office-rent, 
and  left  it  to  him  to  obtain  such  rooms  as  suited 
him.  The  House  of  Representatives  could  not  go 
into  regulating  the  rent  of  rooms.  The  Secretary 
was  trusted  to  make  contracts  involving  millions, 
and  certainly  a  little  matter  like  this  might  be  left 
to  his  discretion. 

Mr.  WHITE  wanted  to  know  whether  the 
contract  with  Mr.  Corcoran  extended  for  longer 
than  one  year? 

Mr.  VINTON  said  there  was  no  contract. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  asked  whether  a  portion  of  the 
clerks  did  not  already  occupy  these  rooms,  or 
some  of  them .' 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  was  read  in  expla- 
nation. 

Mr.  STANTON,  on  a  pro  forma  motion  to  re- 
duce the  amount,  went  on  to  observe  that  he  had 
no  doubt  additional  room  was  needed  at  the  Treas- 


ury, but  he  insisted  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Secre- 
tary to  have  submitted  to  the  House  before  now  a 
plan  and  estimates  for  the  completion  of  all  the 
public  buildings.  He  held  it  entirely  improper 
that  this  Government  should  be  a  renter;  nor  was  it 
right  that  individuals  should  be  encouraged  to  put 
up  a  private  building  with  the  understanding  that 
it  was  to  be  rented  by  theGovernment.  The  whole 
system  was  wrong.  Government  was  abundantly 
able  to  put  up  buildings  for  itself.  Let  the  public 
buildings  be  completed.  Whether  they  were  to 
be  carried  out  in  the  same  magnificent  style  of  ex- 
pensive decoration,  he  would  not  say.  If  not,  let 
the  plan  be  reduced;  but  let  the  Government  not  be 
dependent  on  individuals  for  room  to  conduct  its 
business. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  the  arrangement  was  not  a 
permanent  one.  The  appropriation  for  rent  was 
only  for  the  present  year. 

Mr.  STANTON  knew  that.  But  the  new  build- 
ing had  been  erected  with  an  understanding,  and 
he  presumed  it  would  continue  to  be  occupied  on 
public  account  until  Mr.  William  W.  Corcoran 
had  realized  some  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent,  on 
his  outlay. 

Mr.  VINTON  reminded  Mr.  Stanton  that  the 
rooms  now  occupied  in  the  Treasury  Building  cost 
the  Government  on  an  average  over  five  hundred 
dollars  apiece  annually. 

Mr.  STANTON.  Yes;  but  a  great  part  of  that 
expense  was  to  be  charged  on  the  magnificent  col- 
onnades and  costly  decorations  of  tiie  building. 
The  Government  could  build  a  fire-proof  building 
that  would  accommodate  its  clerks  as  cheaply  as 
individuals  could.  It  was  necessary  to  employ  a 
watchman  there  night  and  day.  By  doing  this. 
Government  would  become  the  insurer  of  the  build- 
ing. 

Mr.  McLANE  renewed  the  pro  forma  amend- 
ment, and  then  observed  that  he  considered  it  very 
unwise,  very  unsafe,  and  very  unsatisfactory  to 
have  the  Government  dependent  for  its  accommo- 
dation on  hiring  private  houses.  The  character  of 
the  Government  demanded  that  it  should  be  ac- 
commodated in  buildings  of  its  own.  But,  in  the 
absence  of  such,  and  under  the  necessity  of  this 
case,  he  thought  it  strange  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [i\dr.  Stanton]  should  oppose  this 
amendment. 

Mr.  STANTON  disclaimed  any  intention  to  op- 
pose it.  He  had  merely  pressed  the  duty  of  com- 
pleting the  public  buildings. 

Mr.  McLANE  reminded  him  that  there  was 
already  a  recommendation  from  the  department 
for  that  object.  But,  meanwhile,  all  the  depart- 
ments had  been  in  the  habit  of  hiring.  The  Pen- 
sion Office,  the  Pay  Office,  the  Topographical 
Engineer  Office,  the  Coast  Survey  Office,  were  all 
in  private  buildings.  Was  it  for  that  House  to  go 
into  a  question  of  rent? 

Mr.  STANTON  inquired  whether,  in  the  cases 
referred  to,  buildings  had  been  erected  with  the 
express  understanding  that  they  were  to  be  occu- 
pied by  the  Government? 

Mr.  McLANE  did  not  know,  nor  did  he  know 
anything  about  this  new  building — whether  there 
wa.s  an  understanding  or  not,  whether  it  was  now 
occupied  or  not,  nor  even  who  owned  it;  but  this 
he  knew,  that  the  department  greatly  needed  more 
room.  The  House  surely  ought  to  repose  some 
confidence  in  our  public  officers. 

Mr.  NICOLL  advocated  the  amendment.  The 
want  was  admitted  by  all;  and  he  did  not  think 
the  rent  demanded  for  spacious  and  commodious 
rooms  like  those  in  the  new  building  was  exorbi- 
tant. The  price  paid  for  small  rooms,  in  compar- 
atively poor  houses,  in  isolated  positions,  formed 
no  rule  to  judge  of  the  rent  of  rooms  like  these, 
all  contiguous  to  each  other  and  under  one  roof. 
The  convenience  of  the  department  would  be  great- 
ly promoted  by  this  latter  circu*nstance.  Capital- 
ists were  shy  of  investing  their  money  in  buildings 
here  on  accoimt  of  the  uncertainty  that  the  city 
would  be  permanently  the  seat  of  Government. 
He  thought  the  sum  asked  was  not  more  than 
fair. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  moved  to  cut  down 
the  sum  by  one  thousand  dollars.  He  thought 
that  the  clerks  were  very  comfortably  accommo- 
dated where  they  were  in  the  Treasury  Building, 
lie  was  willing,  however,  as  the  number  of  clerks 
was  to  be  increased,  that  additional  room  should 
be  provided,  but  the  sum  ought  to  be  reduced. 

After  some  further  conversation,  and  the  reading 


of  another  letter  from  the  Secretary,  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Hall  was  rejected,  and  that  moved 
by  Mr.  Vinton  adopted. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  an  amendment  increasing 
the  number  of  additional  clerks  in  the  Pcnsioo 
Office,  engaged  on  bounty  land  business,  from  ten 
to  twenty-seven,  and  to  increase  the  appropriation 
correspondingly. 

Mr.  V.  caused  to  be  read  a  letter  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions,  showing  the  necessity  for 
the  increase  proposed. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PUTNAM  moved  an  amendment  to  increase 
the  salary  of  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  to 
$3,000. 

Mr.  P.  briefly  urged  the  justice  of  the  increase 
to  the  salary  formerly  received  by  this  officer,  on 
account  of  his  very  arduous  duties,  exceeding  per- 
haps those  performed  by  any  other  officer. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  item  "  for 
rent  of  houses  occupied  by  the  Pension  Office, 
$600."     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  increase  the  amount 
appropriated  for  temporary  clerks  in  the  Adjutant 
General's  office  from  $1,000  to  $2,000.  It  was 
agreed  to. 

Also,  for  three  extra  clerks  in  the  office  of  the 
Commissary  General  of  Subsistence  for  one  year, 
at  $1,000  each,  $3,000.     Agreed  to. 

Also,  for  extra  clerk  hire  in  the  Cluartermaster 
General's  office,  $5,000.  [A  letter  was  read  frooi 
General  Jesup,  showing  the  necessity  of  this 
anjendment.]     Agreed  to. 

Also,  for  rent  of  additional  offices  and  fuel  for 
War  Department,  $8,500. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  desired,  before  they  went  on 
voting  thousands  for  rent  to  be  paid  to  speculators 
upon  the  Government,  to  know  how  it  was  that 
this  building  had  been  put  up;  how  it  happened 
that  individuals  had  gone  on  and  put  up  an  exten- 
sive building,  expressly  fitted  for  this  purpose,  to 
be  rented  to  the  War  Department?  Was  it  by 
any  private  understanding  with  the  department? 
He  thought  the  Government  should  erect  the  build- 
ings it  needed.  He  would  ratify  no  such  side-way 
private  bargains  with  favorites  of  the  department 
and  speculators. 

Mr.  VINTON  explained  during  the  time  allot- 
ted by  the  rule,  and,  the  time  having  expired,  was 
allowed  by  general  consent  to  conclude.  He  stated 
that  the  department  had  recommended  an  appro- 
priation of  $10,500,  but  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  proposed  to  reduce  it  to  $8,500;  that 
the  Government,  in  its  various  departments,  now 
rented  various  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  Engineer 
department,  Pension  office,  &c.,  (for  which  the 
War  Department  now  paid  $4,150.)  The  build- 
ings now  rented  were  unsafe,  as  exposed  to  fire, 
and  the  object  of  this  building,  which  was  fire- 
proof, was  to  concentrate  all  these  scattered  offices 
into  one  safe  building.  He  referred  to  fires  which 
had  occurred  in  previous  years  in  the  Post  Office 
Department,  Patent  Office,  Treasury  Department, 
War  Department,  with  the  consequent  enormous 
and  irreparable  losses  to  theGovernment,  and  said 
here  was  an  opportunity  to  get  the  public  papers 
into  fire-proof  buildings.  He  agreed  with  his  col- 
league that  the  Government  should  put  up  its  own 
fire-proof  buildings,  but  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  originate  meas- 
ures directed  to  this  object. 

Mr.  WHITE  inquired  if  there  was  anything  in 
the  correspondence  which  showed  how  long  this 
building  was  to  be  occupied,  and  whether  indefi- 
nitely? 

Mr.  VINTON  said  there  was  no  contract,  or 
anything  that  showed  that  they  would  be  occupied 
any  longer  than  the  Secretary  of  War  considered 
necessary.  This  individual,  knowing  that  the 
Government  was  renting  buildings  all  around,  be- 
fore he  erected  this  building,  had  written  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  proposing  to  put  up  a  fire-proof 
building,  and  to  rent  it  for  $175  per  room,  and  find 
fuel;  the  Secretary  of  War  replied  that  he  had  no 
authority  to  make  any  contract  to  extend  beyond 
his  term  of  office,  but  that  the  department  wanted 
rooms,  and  while  he  continued  at  the  head  of  the 
department  he  should  rent  these  fire-proof  rooms. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  in(iuired  how  inuch  rent 
was  paid  by  theGovernment  in  its  various  depart- 
ments? According  to  his  estimate,  it  was  about 
four  times  as  much  as  had  been  paid  heretofore. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas-  ' 
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ury  estimated  that  the  rent  of  the  necessary  rooms 
to  accoiYimodate  his  clerks  would  be  |3,500. 

Mr.  BARRINGER.  That,  with  the  sum  pro- 
posed by  the  War  Department,  makes  upwards 
of  $12,000. 

Some  further  conversation  ensued. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  moved  to  increase  the 
sum  to  $10,500.  Although  the  correspondence 
showed  no  actual  contract,  he  had  always  under- 
stood that  there  was  a  sort  of  agreement  between 
the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  highly-respectable 
gentleman — Mr.  Winder,  of  P.hiladelphia — who 
had  erected  this  building.  He  instanced  the  recent 
destruction  by  fire  of  the  maps  and  charts  in  rela- 
tion to  the  northeastern  boundary,  iii  the  office  of 
Major  Graham,  and  urged  the  propriety  and  im- 
portance of  this  amendment,  in  order  to  secure  the 
public  documents. 

Mr.  Ingersoll's  amendment  to  the  amendment 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  HUDSON  (on  an  amendment  moved  and 
withdrawn)  explained  the  action  of  the  sub-com- 
mittee of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  of 
which  sub-committee  he  was  a  member.  In  an 
interview  with  Mr.  Winder,  that  gentleman  had 
represented  that  the  cost  of  the  building  would  be 
$100,000  to  $125,000;  but  the  inference  he  (Mr. 
H.)  had  drawn  was,  that  it  would  not  be  over 
$100,000.  There  were  125  rooms  in  the  building, 
of  which  the  War  Department  proposed  to  occupy 
but  60,  or  not  quite  one-half;  and  for  this  half  the 
department  asked  an  appropriation  of  $10,500;  but 
he  thought  it  should  be  reduced  to  $6,000,  which, 
for  this  one-half  of  the  building,  would  be  at  least 
ten  per  cent,  on  the  cost  of  the  building. 

Mr.  BAYLY  (speaking  in  like  manner)  correct- 
ed the  statement  of  Mr.  Hodson,  and  said  he  had 
received  information  from  Mr.  Winder  that,  the 
erection  of  the  buildings  being  more  expensive 
here  than  in  Philadelphia,  the  cost  of  this  would 
probably  be  $125,000  to  $130,000.  He  argued  that 
the  Government  should  not  regulate  the  amount 
of  rent  it  would  pay  on  the  basis  of  occupying  but 
one-half  of  the  building,  for  it  would  be  unsafe 
and  impolitic  in  every  respect  to  deposit  the  public 
papers  where  private  individuals,  speculators,  &c., 
occupied  the  alternate  rooms. 

Mr.  HUDSON  said,  that  Mr.  Winder  calculated 
that  the  other  departments  would  want  the  other 
rooms. 

Mr.  BAYLY  replied,  that  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Navy  and  Treasury  were  not  willing  to  take  the 
number  they  had  given  encouragement  they  would 
do,  and  argued  that  a  fair  rent  of  the  building 
should  be  £:iven. 

Mr.  DUER  moved  to  reduce  the  amount  to 
$7,000.     Rejected. 

Mr.  SCHENCKmovedtomakethesum$6,000, 
for  the  purpose  of  explanation.  He  spoke  through 
his  five  minutes,  and  then  called  for  tellers  on  his 
amendment;  but  they  were  not  ordered. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WHITE  submitted  an  amendment  to  pro- 
vide that  the  adoption  of  this  provision  should  not 
be  a  pledge  or  guarantee  on  the  part  of  this  Gov- 
ernment to  retain  these  buildings  after  the  appro- 
priation shall  have  been  exhausted. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  there  was  no  objection  to 
that,  and  it  was  therefore  accepted. 

Mr.  G.  S.  HOUSTON  made  a  jiro  forma  mo- 
tion, on  which  he  made  some  explanatory  observa- 
tions. 

Mr.  RTJMSEY  offered  an  amendment  to  appro- 
priate $125,000,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the- Secretaries  of  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, for  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings  for  the 
use  of  those  departments. 

After  some  conversation,  the  amendment  was 
withdrawn. 

Several  other  amendments  were  proposed  and 
rejected,  and  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Vinton  was 
then  agreed  to. 

THE  NAVAL  BUREAUS. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  items  under  the  liead  of  Navy  De- 
partment. 

Mr.  SAWYER  proposed  to  amend  by  reducing 
the  salary  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Navy 
Yards  and  Docks  from  $3,500  to  $3,000. 

Mr.  VINTON  explained,  that  the  head  of  that 
bureau  was  a  post  captain  in  the  navy,  and  his 
salary  was  fixed  by  the  act  of  1842,  which  limited 
the  niimber  of  navy  officers. 


Mr.  SAWYER  replied,  that  Congress  had  the 
right  to  fix  the  salary  of  this  and  all  other  officers; 
and  the  captain  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  bureau 
could  refuse  to  take  the  office  if  it  gave  him  less 
salary  than  he  obtained  at  sea.  He  had,  however, 
resigned  the  situation  of  post  captain  for  an  easier 
one  here,  which  he  doubted  not  could  be  filled  at 
$3,000  per  annum. 

Mr.  HUDSON  said  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  would  incur  an  additional  ex- 
pense, rather  than  effect  a  saving;  for,  if  the 
present  chief  of  this  bureau  should  retire,  he  would 
receive  $3,500,  the  pay  of  a  post  captain,  and  they 
would  get  a  civilian  at  the  head  of  this  bureau,  at 
an  annual  charge  of  $3,000.  They  would  there- 
fore be  throwing  a  large  amount  away. 

Mr.  SAWYER  inquired  if  this  chief  of  the 
bureau  would  necessarily  return  to  the  rank  of 
post  captain  .' 

[Several  voices  answered,  Certainly.] 

Mr.  SAWYER  said  he  had  no  interest  in  this 
but  the  public  good,  and  he  saw  no  reason  why 
one  officer  should  be  reduced  and  another  kept  on 
at  a  large  salary. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  having  made  &  pro  forma 
motion  to  amend,  said  the  law  provided  that  the 
heads  of  these  bureaus  should  be  captains  in  the 
naval  service,  except  the  Bureau  of  Construction. 

Mr.  SAWYER.     What  law.? 

Mr.  KING.  The  law  of  1842;  and  it  provided 
that  they  should  receive  simply  the  salary  of  such 
officers;  and  it  prevented  the  necessity  of  appoint- 
ing and  paying  newofficers.  It  was  supposed,  too, 
that  these  naval  officers  would  be  better  acquainted 
with  the  duties  of  these  bureaus  than  civilians,  and 
therefore  efficiency  was  secured  as  well  as  economy. 
He  had  excepted  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  which 
it  was  supposed,  when  the  law  of  1842  passed, 
would  be  better  filled  by  a  naval  constructor,  and 
therefore  the  salary  of  that  officer  was  fixed  at 
$3,000,  without  reference  to  the  pay  of  a  captain 
on  duty.  That  was  the  reason  of  the  variation. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  that  no  change  would  take 
place  in  this  provision,  fixing  the  pay  of  the  head 
of  this  bureau,  for  he  was  simply  appointed  at  the 
discretion  and  pleasure  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy;  and  when  he  left  that  bureau  he  will  be 
liable  to  be  called  to  other  duty, at  the  same  amount 
per  annum. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  in  error  if  he 
supposed  that  these  captains  took  these  bureaus 
from  choice.  They  did  no  such  thing;  but  they 
took  them  because  they  were  ordered  there;  and 
it  was  a  principle  in  the  naval  service  that  no  officer 
could  decline  any  duty  to  which  he  had  been  or- 
dered, without  risking  the  danger  of  losing  his 
commission  and  being  struck  from  the  roll  of  offi- 
cers. 

Mr.  SAWYER  thought  he  understood  this 
matter  quite  as  well  as  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
did;  but  he  begged  to  ask  the  gentleman  how  many 
post  captains  there  were  by  law,  and  if  the  num- 
ber could  not  be  conveniently  curtailed?  He  also 
wished  to  know  if  the  number  was  complete  with- 
out the  chief  of  this  bureau  ? 

Mr.  KING  replied  that  there  were  sixty-seven 
post  captains  authorized  by  law,  and  they  did 
not  exceed  that  number.  That  was  the  num- 
ber fixed  by  the  law  of  1842,  which  limited  the 
naval  service.  The  heads  of  these  bureaus  were 
part  of  those  sixty-seven,  and  were  liable  to  be  re- 
moved at  any  time;  they  only  remained  there 
because  they  were  ordered  there. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  made  a  pro  forma  motion,  that 
he  might  make  some  explanations.  He  said  if  this 
amendment  should  prevail,  the  effect  would  be 
that  these  post  captains  would  seek  other  service, 
such  as  the  commands  of  navy-yards,  where  they 
would  get  their  $3,500  per  annum,  and  these  bu- 
reaus would  have  to  be  intrusted  to  civilians,  at  a 
salary  of  $3,000,  and  thus  the  country  would  lose 
$2,500. 

Mr.  SAWYER  inquired  if  it  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary that  there  should  be  sixty-seven  post  cap- 
tains.' He  should  be  glad  to  see  them  reduced  to  a 
dozen. 

Some  further  explanations  were  made  by  Messrs. 
SAWYER,  SCFIENCK.and  VINTON,  and  then 
the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  VINTON,  by  direction  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  moved  to  strike  out  "  ten" 
and  insert  "eleven"  in  the  item  of  $10,400  for  sal- 
aries of  civil  engineer,  draughtsman,  clerk,  and 
messenger.   The  object  was  to  increase  the  appro- 


priation by  $1,000,  for  an  additional  clerk,  which 
was  found  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  STRONG  made  a  pro  forma  motion  that  he 
might  ask  if  in  the  navy  appropriation  bill  there 
was  not  an  appropriation  for  all  post  captains,  in- 
cluding the  chief  of  this  bureau;  and  if  that  were 
so,  whether,  by  appropriating  the  sum  of  $3,500 
for  his  salary  here,  they  did  not  in  effect  give  him 
a  double  salary,  one  as  post  captain  in  the  navy, 
and  one  as  the  chief  of  this  bureau.'  He  asked  for 
information. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  replied  that  the  head  of  this 
bureau  received  pay  but  once.  He  received  the 
pay  to  which  he  was  entitled  as  a  post  captain, 
which  amounted  to  $3,497  63,  for  all  his  service. 

Mr.  STRONG,  then,  did  not  understand  why 
by  this  bill  they  should  be  asked  to  make  com- 
pensation to  him  as  chief  of  this  bureau,  when  he 
was  already  compensated  by  the  navy  bill. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  the  general  estimates  for  the 
naval  service  were  sent  in;  for,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  this  officer  could  be  removed  from  his 
present  position  at  any  moment,  and  in  such  an 
event  he  would  have  to  be  paid  as  a  post  captain 
in  the  naval  service.  But  it  was  provided  by  law 
that  while  he  was  at  the  head  of  this  bureau  he 
could  only  receive  pay  as  its  chief,  and  not  his 
salary  as  a  post  captain.  He  could  not  be  paid 
twice,  and  if  he  should  remain  in  this  bureau,  his 
pay  as  a  post  captain  would  go  to  and  form  part 
of  the  unexpended  balances  for  the  year. 

Mr.  STRONG  wished  distinctly  to  understand 
if  his  pay  as  a  post  captain  was  suspended.' 

Mr.  VINTON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  STRONG  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  VINTON  again  entered  into  an  explana- 
tion to  show  the  necessity  of  the  increase  of  the 
appropriation  by  the^ amount  whicli  he  had  pro- 
posed. 

The  amendment  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  SAWYER  said  he  had  several  other  amend- 
ments to  offer,  but  he  would  not  offer  them  in  vio- 
lation of  the  express  will  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  amend  the 
item  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Construction,  Equipment,  and  Repairs, 
so  as  to  give  him  the  same  pay  that  he  would  re- 
ceive if  he  were  employed  in  other  duties.  It  had 
been  thought  that  it  would  promote  the  good  of  the 
service  by  having  a  navy  captain  at  the  head  of 
this  bureau,  the  duties  of  which  were  more  ar- 
duous than  those  of  any  other  department  in  the 
navy.  It  was  not  supposed  to  be  necessary  to 
have  a  navy  captain  at  the  head  of  this  bureau 
when  the  law  of  1842  was  passed;  but  it  had  since 
been  deemed  wise  and  proper  to  place  a  captain  at 
the  head  of  the  bureau,  witli  the  pay  of  the  heads 
of  other  bureaus. 

Mr.  SAWYER  inquired  how  much  he  got. 

Mr.  KING  replied  $3,000. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  And  what  do  you  propose  to 
give.' 

Mr.  KING.  The  same  as  lie  would  receive  if 
he  were  at  sea.  The  head  of  this  bureau  is  a  very 
meritorious  officer.  The  steps  which  he  has  taken, 
with  the  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
in  the  promotion  of  reforms,  will  reduce  the  cost 
of  constructing  our  ships  one-third  or  one-fourth. 
He  (Commodore  Skinner)  held  a  most  responsible 
position.  There  was  more  money  expended  in  his 
department  than  nearly  any  other,  and  his  econom- 
ical reforms  would  save  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars,  when  the  business  of  his  department  went 
to  any  reasonable  extent,  even  in  one  year.  He 
hoped  the  committee  would  place  the  head  of  that 
bureau  on  the  same  scale  of  emoluments  which 
others  received,  who  had  less  arduous  duties  to 
discharge,  as  commandants  of  navy-yards,  &c.  He 
had  already  explained  the  reason  why  he  had  not 
the  same  emolument  at  this  time.  It  was  not  con- 
templated in  1842  to  place  a  navy  captain  there; 
but  it  had  been  found  that  the  craft  were  not  will- 
ing to  introduce  reforms  in  the  expenditures  for 
labor  and  materials,  especially  the  labor  of  con- 
structing our  ships,  which  had  been  found  advisa- 
ble in  other  service,  and  therefore  became  necessary 
in  ours.  It  was  not  necessary  that  the  head  of  this 
bureau  should  be  an  accomplished  naval  construct- 
er.  He  required  some  knowledge  of  the  expendi- 
ture of  money  and  of  labor,  but  not  of  making 
models,  or  of  the  particular  manner  of  applying 
that  labor. 

Mr.  SAWYER  said  these  facts  satisfied  him 
that  the  head  of  this  bureau  should  be  a  civilian, 
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who  would  be  ten  times  better  than  an  officer  of 
the  navy,  who  had  spent  his  time  on  shipboard, 
and  who  possessed  no  mechanical  genius.  He  did 
not  approve  of  this  plan  of  making  provision  for 
old  dilapidated  officers, and  he  believed  they  should 
Rave  money  for  the  Government  if  they  put  these 
old,  superannuated  officers  on  half-pay  and  turned 
them  adrift.  In  this  office  they  should  have  a  reg- 
ular ship-builder,  and  not  one  who  knew  nothing 
about  mechanical  construction. 

Mr.  FAR  AN  moved  ihal  the  committee  rise. 
Lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  King's 
amendment,  by  tellers,  and  the  vote  was  62  in  the 
affirmative,  and  50  in  the  negative,  being  less  than 
a  quorum. 

Mr.  VINTON  asked  for  another  count,  for  he 
was  satisfied  there  was  a  quorum  present. 

[Cries  of"  No;  call  the  roll."] 

The  motion  to  rise  was  lenewed,  and  again  re- 
jected. 

The  tellers  (Messrs.  Venable  and  Fulton) 
again  took  the  vote  on  the  amendment,  and  they 
reported  51  in  the  affirmative,  and  51  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

The  CHAIRMAN  voted  in  the  negative,  and 
then  directed  the  Clerk  to  call  the  roll. 

I'he  roll  was  called  accordingly,  and  the  names 
of  the  absentees  were  reported  to  the  House,  to  be 
entered  upon  the  Journal. 

The  House  having  again  gone  into  committee — 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 
Lost. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  amendment, 
and  again  it  was  found  that  no  quorum  voted. 

Mr.  VINTON  called  upon  the  committee  to 
rise,  and  he  hoped  the  names  of  the  absentees 
would  be  published  in  the  morning  newspapers. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  VINTON  then  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  made  in  several  quar- 
ters, and  on  that  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
called  for  and  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted 
thus:  Yeas  57,  nays  79. 

Mr.  SAWYER  asked  leave  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Rasolcd,  Tliat  the  names  of  such  members  as  are  found 
absent  on  a  call  of  the  roll  at  any  time,  be  published  the 
next  ensuing  day  in  the  Union  and  National  Intelligencer 
newspapers. 

Objected  to,  and  not  received. 

Mr.  WENTVVORTH  moved  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  again  made,  and  again 
rejected  by  yeas  and  nays:  Yeas  C3,  nays  73. 

Mr.  BOVVDON  rose  to  a  privileged  question. 
He  said  he  had  observed,  by  reference  to  the 
Journal  of  yesterday,  that  his  name  was  errone- 
ously recorded  in  the  affirmative  on  agreeing  to 
the  second  resolution  reported  by  the  Cotnmittee 
on  Commerce,  on  the  subject  of  Jiarbor  and  river 
improvement.     He  had  voted  in  the  negative. 

The  Journal  was  ordered  to  be  so  corrected. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  to  go 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  and  it  was  rejected. 

A  CALL  OF  THE   HOUSE. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  again  made,  on  which 
the  yeas  and  nays  stood:  Yeas  59,  nays  69. 

The  que.stion  was  now  put  on  ordering  a  call  of 
the  House,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  roll  was  accordingly  called,  and  136  mem- 
bers an.-;wered  to  their  names. 

The  namfM  of  the  absent  members  were  then 
called,  and  142  answered  in  all. 

The  doors  of  the  Hall  were  then  closed. 

Mr.  CABELL  moved  to  dispense  with  further 
procf^edin'^s  itv  the  call.     Lost. 

Mr.  MoKAY  said  ho  was  unwell,  and  he  hoped 
the  House  would  excuse  him  for  the  remainder  of 
the  day. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  excuse  Mr.  McKay. 
Agreed  to. 

The  call  of  the  roll  was  continued. 

When  the  name  of  Mr.  Buidoks  was  called — 

Mr.  LORD  moved  to  excuse  him.     Agreed  to. 

Messrs.  Bi;ti.i;r  and  BAniiow  were  excused  for 
reasons  aHsi!^n»<l. 

Mr.  lirJDSON  moved,  at  five  o'clock,  to  sus- 
pend further  procecditigs  in  the  call.     Rejected. 

Mr.  GREEN  moved  to  excuse  Mr.  Jameson. 
Agcetd  to. 


Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Iowa,  moved  to  excuse 
his  colleague,  Mr.  Leffler,  who  was  absentfrom 
the  city.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAYLY  moved  to  excuse  his  colleague, 
Mr.  McDowell,  stating  as  his  reason  that  Mr. 
McD.  had  been  in  the  House  until  late  in  the  day, 
and  he  left  the  House  in  a  state  of  great  exhaustion. 
Not  excused. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  moved  to  excuse  Mr.  Mur- 
phy, on  account  of  indisposition.     Agreed  to. 

Messrs.  McIlvaine,  i!^Ess,  and  Robinson  were 
severally  excused  for  reasons  assigned. 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  to  excuse  Mr.  St.  John, 
who  was  in  the  city  of  New  York  on  business  of 
very  great  importance.     Disagreed  to. 

Mr.  Williams  was  excused  on  account  of  indis- 
position. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the  Sergeant- 
at-arms  be  sent  for  the  absentees. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  dispense 
with  the  further  proceedings  of  the  call.     Lost. 

Mr.  MILLER  moved,  at  ten  minutes  after  five 
o'clock,  to  adjourn.     Lost. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  motion  to  send  the 
Sergeant-at-arms  after  absentees,  and  it  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  BOWDON  asked  to  be  excused  from  fur- 
ther attendance  this  day.     Not  granted. 

A  motion  was  again  made  to  adjourn,  and  again 
rejected. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  suspend  fur- 
ther proceedings  in  the  call.  Many  of  the  mem- 
bers had  left  the  House  after  the  roll  was  first  called. 
He  ho|)ed  the  call  would  be  suspended  and  renewed 
de  novo.  If  the  call  were  persisted  in,  it  would  be 
putting  in  the  pockets  of  the  Sergeant-at-arms 
some  one  or  two  hundred  dollars,  which  would 
come  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  and  taken 
on  suspending  the  call,  and  resulted:  Yeas  48, 
nays  65, 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  inquired  of  the  Chair 
how  many  members  had  left  the  House  since  the 
call  was  commenced .' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  about  twenty. 

Messrs.  French  and  Farrelly  were  severally 
excused  at  their  own  request. 

Mr.  Blanchard  was  also  excused  on  account 
of  ill  health. 

Here  the  Sergeant-at-arms  entered  the  Hall 
with  Messrs.  Lahm,  Edwards,  and  Darling. 

The  SPEAKER.  Samuel  Lahm,  you  have 
been  absent  from  the  House,  without  its  leave 
and  contrary  to  its  order;  if  you  have  anything  to 
say,  you  will  now  be  heard. 

Mr.  LAHM  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  called  upon, 
as  I  am,  to  render  an  excuse  for  my  absence  at 
the  call  of  the  roll,  I  state  to  you  and  the  members 
of  this  House,  that  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  it  has  been  my  prac- 
tice to  be  always  present  in  my  seat  and  attentive 
to  my  duty.  An  examination  of  the  Journal  will 
.show  that  I  have  been  absent  at  the  calling  of  the 
yeas  and  nays  as  few  times  as  any  member  of  the 
House,  and,  with  the  exception  of  an  absence  of 
a  few  days  in  the  spring  on  a  visit  to  my  family, 
the  Journal  will  show  that  I  have  not  missed  cer- 
tainly over  half  a  dozen  votes  during  the  present 
session.  Yesterday  morning  I  was  detained  in 
my  room  a  few  minutes  after  the  usual  time  of  the 
meeting  of  the  House,  and  when  I  entered  the 
Hall  I  found  the  clerk  calling  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  one  of  the  resolutions  on  river  and  harbor  im- 
provement, reported  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, for  which  I  was  exceedingly  anxious  to 
vote;  but,  my  name  having  just  been  passed,  I 
could  not,  and  I  am  happy  of  having  this  oppor- 
tunity to  make  this  statement.  1  believe  it  was 
the  only  vote  I  have  missed  for  a  number  of  days. 
Sir,  I  have  sat  here  for  over  seven  months,  and 
for  a  large  portion  of  the  lime  was  compelled  to 
listen  to  discussions  which  to  me  were  exceedingly 
uninteresting,  and  very  frequently  were  not  at  all 
pertinent  to  the  question  before  the  House;  and 
when  I  was  well  satisfied  that  it  was  a  useless 
waste  of  the  lime  of  the  House,  and  a  worse  than 
useless  expenditure  of  the  money  of  the  people. 
Sir,  I  came  here  this  morning  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Hou.se,  and  from  that  time  until  half-])ast  three 
o'clock  sat  and  listened  to  discussions,  a  large  part 
of  which  were  by  no  means  interesting  to  me. 
That  bcinii  the  hour  for  niy  dimier,  and  later  than 
the  u.sual  hour  of  adjournment,  I  left,  supposing 
th«  ilouH«  would  immediately  adjourn.     Sir,  I  be- 


lieve I  have  faithfully  discharged  my  duty  to  my 
constituents;  I  look  to  them  for  a  justification  of 
my  course  here.  I  have  committed  no  offence 
against  this  House,  and  therefore  have  no  excuse 
to  offer  it  for  anything  that  1  have  done. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  Mr.  Lahm 
be  admitted  to  his  seat  on  payment  of  fees. 
Agreed  to. 

The  same  ceremony  took  place  in  regard  to 
Messrs.  EIdwards,  Gaines,  and  Darling,  who 
gave  in  excuses,  and  were  severally  admitted  to 
their  seats  on  the  payment  of  the  fees. 

At  twenty  minutes  before  six  o'clock,  a  motion 
to  adjourn  was  again  made,  and  rejected. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  excuse  Mr.  Cranston, 
who  was  present  when  the  call  commenced,  and 
answered  to  his  name.  He  afterwards  left  the 
Hall  "  under  great  exhaustion." 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  inquired  if  Mr.  Cranston 
had  not  been  present  nearly  all  day,  and  voted  in 
every  instance  during  his  presence  against  motions 
to  adjourn.' 

[Voices:  "Certainly."] 

The  House  refused  to  excuse  Mr.  Cranston. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  excuse  his 
colleague,  [Mr.  Stephens.]  Mr.  K.  said  it  was 
well  known  that  Mr.  S.  had  been  suffering  from 
severe  ill  health  during  the  session. 

Mr.  Stephens  was  excused. 

Mr.  INGE  moved  an  adjournment  at  a  quarter 
before  six  o'clock.     Rejected. 

The  House,  by  a  special  vote,  ordered  the  names 
of  the  members  who  answered  to  their  names  on 
the  first  call  of  the  roll,  and  who  had  iiot  subse- 
quently answered,  to  be  read.  These  were  about 
twenty  in  number. 

Mr.  SAWYER  said  that  the  House  had  been 
in  session  nearly  seven  hours;  it  was  very  hot, 
and  many  members  had  not  taken  their  dinner. 
Now,  in  order  that  those  members  who  \^'ere 
hungry  might  go  home  and  get  their  dinner,  and 
something  else  "needful"  to  cheer  the  inner  man — 
a  little  of  "the  critter" — he  would  move  that  the 
members  who  had  been  found  absent  without  the 
leave  and  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  House,  be 
retained  in  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at-arms, 
and  be  brought  in  to-morrow  morning  to  give  their 
excuses  and  receive  their  sentences. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  made  one  or  two  remarks  not 
distinctly  heard  by  the  reporter. 

At  six  o'clock,  a  motion  to  adjourn  was  made, 
and  was  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  motion  made 
by  Mr.  Sawyer.  It  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays:  Yeas  68,  nays  47. 

So  the  House  resolved  that  the  absent  members 
should  be  brought  up  to-morrow  morning. 

The  Sergeant-at-arms  was  then  directed  to  bring 
in  such  members  as  he  had  in  custody,  and  he  ac- 
cordingly brought  in  Messrs.  Kaufman  and  New- 
all,  who  were  called  upon  by  the  Speaker  for  ex- 
cuses; giving  none,  they  were  admitted  to  their 
seats  on  the  payment  of  fees. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  stated,  that  a  highly 
respected  member,  (Governor  McDowell,  of  Vir- 
ginia, who  was  in  a  very  bad  state  of  health,)  was 
among  the  absentees.  He  hoped,  by  unanimous 
consent,  he  would  be  excused. 

No  objection  being  made,  Mr.  McDowell  was 
accordingly  excused. 

And  then  the  House,  at  a  quarter  after  six  o'clock, 
adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  July  12, 1848. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitted  in  compliance  with 
a  resolution  of  the  25th  of  June  last,  calling  for 
the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry  convened 
at  Saltillo,  January  12,  1848,  for  tlie  purpose  of 
obtaining  full  information  relative  to  an  alleged 
mutiny  at  Buena  Vista  about  the  15th  August, 
1847. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  reported  the  amendments  of  the  House 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  Indian  ap- 
propriation bill,  with  a  recommendation  that  the 
Senate  concur. 

After  SOUK!  conversation  as  to  the  propriety  of 
amending  the  amendment  of  the  House  in  the  item 
for  payment  of  the  claims  of  the  Cherokee  In- 
diana— 
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Mr.  ATHERTON  moved  that  the  Senate  dis- 
agree witli  the  House  in  its  amendment,  and  insist 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  asked  for  a 
committee  of  conference;  wltich  motion  was  agreed 
to,  and  Messrs.  Atheuton,  Badger,  and  Atchi- 
son were  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  on  leave,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution  concerning  tiie  distribution  of  the  stat- 
utes at  large;  which  was  read  three  times  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WESTCOTT, 

Ordered,  Tliat  the  Secretary  direct  the  public  printers  to 
cover  tlie  extra  copied  furnished  the  Senate  of  dooiiiiieiit 
No.  148.  (Fr6inont's Geographical  Memoiron  Upper  Califor- 
nia,) with  sti-onp  colored  p.iper. 

Mr.  FELCH,  fi-om  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Judith  Worthen; 
which  was  I'ead  a  first  time. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  from  the  House  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  collection  disti'ict  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  at  Whitehall,  with  an  amendinent  substi- 
tuting another  bill. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  P. 
Richards,  with  an  amendment,  accompanied  by 
a  report. 

Also,  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lisur  B.  Can- 
field. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  P.  William.^;  which  was  read  a  fiist  time. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
unpaid  claims  of  the  officers  and  soldiei-s  of  the 
Virginia  State  and  Continental  lines  of  the  revo- 
lutionary army,  with  an  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  pay  the  liquidated 
claims  on  Mexico;  which  bill  was  considered  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN, 

Resnloed,  That  the  Coirunitiee  on  the  Lihrary  be  instniet- 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  procuring,  for  the  use 
of  tlie  Senate,  Morfit's  Index  to  the  National  Intelligencer 
from  the  years  1810  to  1830  inclusive. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  amend- 
ment, intended  to  be  offered  to  the  bill  to  carry  into 
effect  the  treaty  stipulations  with  Mexico,  &c.: 

"  In  all  cases  ari^in?  under  this  act,  except  those  finally 
adjudicated  before  tlie  passage  thereof,  and  for  which  certi- 
ficates have  already  been  issued,  when  any  person  or  per- 
sons other  than  those  in  whose  favor  an  award  has  been  or 
maybe  made,  shall  claim  the  amount  as  awarded  or  any 
part  thereof,  and  shall,  within  eiglity  days  from  the  passage 
of  this  act,  or  from  the  date  of  said  award,  notify  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  of  his,  her,  or  their  intention  to  contest 
the  payment  of  the  same  as  awarded,  and  shall  file  with  the 
district  attorney  of  the  United  States  a  bond,  with  good  and 
sufiicienl  security,  to  be  approved  by  him,  for  the  payment 
of  cost  and  damages  arising  therefrom, — the  amount  so 
awarded,  and  the  payment  of  which  is  contested  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  and  remain  in  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States,  sutiject  to  the  decision  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  thereon  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  district  attor- 
ney to  file  a  bill  of  interpleader  on  the  equity  side  of  the 
circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  for  tiie  settlement 
of  the  respective  rights  of  the  several  parties  to  the  money 
so  awarded.  In  this  bill  the  United  States  shall  be  com- 
plainants and  all  others  defendants;  and  all  parties  shall 
have  the  right  to  appeal  from  the  decree  of  said  court  in  said 
suit  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  as  in  other 
cases." 

Mr.  TURNEY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on 
the  bill  to  inci-ease  the  naval  foixe  of  the  United 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUSK,  the  motion  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  BADGER  moved  to  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  further  to  carry  into  effect  the 
provisions  and  stipulations  of  the  9th  article  of  the 
Florida  treaty  with  respect  to  certain  losses  of 
Spanish  subjects;  which,  having  been  agreed  to, 
the  bill  was'  amended  by  Mr.  WESTCOTT  and 
passed. 

OREGON  BILL. 

On  mrition  of  Mr.  BRIGHT,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  special  order, 
being  the  bill  to  establish  a  Territorial  Government 
in  Oregon;  when — 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  addressed  the  Sen- 
ate. He  commenced  with  a  reference  to  the  im- 
portance of  the  bill,  the  twelfth  section  of  which 
discourses  abolition.  He  denied  that  there  was 
any  intention  to  force  .slavei-y  on  Oi-egon.  The 
South  only  desired  to  show  the  ground  on  which 
she  has  stood  fi'om  the  comiuencement  of  the  Con- 
federacy to  this  moment;  and  further,  that  she 
should  b«  let  alon«.     He  stated  that  tho  Missouri 


compromise  had  obtained  its  validity  from  the  con- 
sent of  the  States.  Congress  might  enact  laws  on 
the  subject,  or  make  compi'omises;  but  without 
the  consent  of  the  States  interested,  they  would 
have  no  validity. 

As  to  the  introduction  of  slavery  into  Oregon,  no 
southern  Senator  had  ever  asked  it.  The  fact  that 
the  slave  is  property,  which  its  owner  may  carry 
with  him  into  any  part  of  the  Union,  was  that 
which  they  were  desirous  to  see  recognized.  The 
clause  in  the  Constitution  relative  to  the  regulation 
of  commei'ce  was  a  constitutional  admission  that 
the  slave  is  property.  It  is  because  slaves  are  con- 
sidered property  that  the  importation  of  slaves 
from  Africa  has  been  carried  on  under  the  sanction 
of  this  clause  in  the  Constitution.  The  words 
"slave,  or  any  other  property,"  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, are  conclusive  on  this  point.  If  the  existence 
of  the  slave  as  property  be  admitted,  what  power 
has  Congress  to  interfere  with  it?  He  denied  that 
there  was  any  such  power  in  Congress.  What 
powers  Congress  possesses,  he  showed  by  reference 
to  the  Constitution  itself.  Congress  had  no  power 
to  change  the  condition  of  slavery,  or  to  strip  the 
master  of  his  right  in  his  property.  Entering  a 
Territory  with  this  property,  the  citizen  has  a  right 
to  its  protection. 

On  the  acquisition  of  territory,  the  condition  of 
slavery  was  not  changed.  The  Government  ac- 
quired no  new  power  over  it,  but  stood  merely  in 
the  position  of  an  agent  for  its  protection.  He 
spoke  depreciatingly  of  the  persons  who  had  as- 
sumed in  Oregon  the  right  to  make  laws  for  the 
Territory,  contending  that  they  were  without  qual- 
ifications for  the  task.  They  were  far  inferior  in 
intelligence,  in  morals,  and  in  personal  wealth,  to 
the  population  lying  south  of  the  Oregon  bound- 
ary. 

As  to  the  inviolability  of  the  law  which  prevail- 
ed in  a  Territory  when  acquired,  he  admitted  that 
until  abrogated,  the  existing  law  or  municipal  regu- 
lation must  remain  in  force  within  the  territory 
itself.  He  denied  that  there  was  any  power  in 
Congress,  or  in  the  people  of  the  Territory,  to 
interrupt  the  slave  system.  He  gave  his  views  as 
to  the  motives  which  induced  Virginia  to  cede  the 
Northwestern  Territory,  which  originated  in  a 
patriotic  and  generous  feeling  on  the  part  of  the 
mother  State.  He  regarded  the  course  pursued  by 
the  northern  States  in  relation  to  fugitive  slaves  as 
an  outrage  on  justice,  and  a  violation  of  that  prin- 
ciple of  the  equality  of  the  States  which  is  guaran- 
tied by  the  terms  of  that  instrument.  The  owner 
of  a  slave,  when  he  entered  some  of  these  States, 
if  he  took  his  slave  with  him,  was  either  exposed 
to  the  mortification  of  seeing  his  slave  seduced 
from  his  side,  or  seized  and  carried  away  by  vio- 
lence. 

He  went  into  many  other  views,  which,  from 
indisposition,  the  reporter  felt  himself  utterly  un- 
able to  report. 

He  stated  that  if  the  opponents  of  slavery  wish- 
ed to  emancipate  the  slaves,  they  were  taking- the 
wrong  course.  Slavery  could  not  be  abolished 
without  a  long  series  of  preliiminary  preparations; 
and  during  these  preparatiotis,,great  dangers  would 
menace  the  peace  of  the  South.  The  most  judi- 
cious couise  was  to  let  the  institution  alone,  and 
permit  it  to  spread  itself  through  the  adjacent 
States,  so  that  it  may  assume  a  new  and  more  lib- 
eral character.  The  practical  and  useful  emanci- 
pation of  the  slave  will  not  be  the  labor  of  one 
generation.  The  slave  must  be  made  fit  for  his 
freedom  by  education  and  discipline,  and  thusinade 
unfit  for  slavery.  Aiid  as  soon  as  he  becomes  unfit 
for  slavery,  the  master  will  no  longer  desire  to  hold 
him  as  a  slave. 

What  remedy  has  been  proposed  by  the  oppo- 
nents of  slavery.'  What  good  have  they  done.' 
They  have  abducted  slaves,  but  emancipated  none. 
Do  they  expect  to  persuade  the  South  to  give  up 
slavery.'  It  is  probably  for  the  political  advantage 
of  the  section  in  which  the  agiiation  against  sla- 
very originates.  The  spirit  of  concession  exhibited 
by  the  South  had  failed  to  produce  a  cori-espond- 
ing  spirit  in  the  North.  The  latter  still  continued 
to  assail  the  South  as  influenced  only  by  a  desire 
to  increase  the  slave  power,  and  obtain  still  greater 
political  influence  in  the  scale  of  States. 

He  insisted  that  the  disorder  and  agitation  which 
prevailed  in  the  southern  States,  was  not  of  do- 
mestic origin,  but  came  from  New  England  and 
from  Great  Britain. 

Ha  ai8B«rt«d  it  to  ba  tha  duty  of  tha  Unitad  States 


to  protect  the  properly  of  a  slave-owner  during  the 
transit  from  one  Stale  to  another.  The  resoluiions 
of  the  States  who  favored  abolition  were  adopted 
entirely  with  a  view  to  obtaining  additional  politi- 
cal power,  and  imposed  on  the  South  the  strongest 
obligation  to  rise  in  self-defence.  He  referied  to 
the  fraternal  feeling  which  induced  the  southern 
States  to  make  common  cause  with  the  North  in 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  The  South  had  no 
especial  cause  of  complaint;  it  was  flo^jrishi'ng  by 
its  trade  with  Great  Britain.  But  it  was  actuated 
by  fraternal  feeling  and  principle  to  take  up  arms; 
and  now,  was  she  to  be  asked  to  give  up  her  do- 
mestic institutions  .'  The  South  asked  for  no  new 
guarantee,  no  new  security;  but  she  desired  that 
the  Constitution  should  be  preserved  from  viola- 
tion. 

If  the  spirit  of  the  Missouri  compromise  was  to 
be  invoked,  as  was  proposed  by  his  friend  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Bright,]  he  had  a  right  to  ask  that 
the  South  should  be  placed  on  a  basis  of  perma- 
nent security,  so  that  there  may  hereafter  be  no 
new  agitation  on  the  subject.  He  was  willing  to 
go  far,  as  far  as  his  principles  would  permit,  to 
meet  the  North.  But  if  nothing  would  satisfy  the 
North  short  of  the  destruction  of  this  institution, 
then  was  the  time  for  dissolution  come;  but  let  us 
separate  peacefully,  and  with  good  feelings  towards 
each  other.  Let  not  the  battle-fields  of  our  country 
be  stained  with  the  blood  of  brother  fighting  against 
brother.  He  trusted  the  danger  would  pass  away, 
and  that  this  agitation  would  turn  out  to  be  noth- 
ing more  than  a  temporary  struggle  between  poli- 
ticians. 

Ml-.  CLAYTON  rose  and  said  it  was  very  evi- 
deni;  that  the  speeches  on  the  other  side  were  rather 
intended  to  exasperate  than  to  conciliate  the  South. 
He  viewed  the  amendments  which  had  been  offered 
as  clashing  with  each  other;  but  nothing  had  as 
yet  transpired  during  this  protracted  debate  to 
show  on  what  ground  it  was  expected  that  Sena- 
tors could  meet.  There  had  been  no  indication  of 
any  sentiment  by  which  the  Senate  could  be  guided 
to  any  result.  He  stated  that  the  Committee  on 
Territories  was  now  engaged  in  preparing  a  bill 
relative  to  the  new  Territories;  but  as  there  were 
but  four  members  on  that  committee,  the  work 
went  on  slowly.  He  referred  to  the  course  by 
which  a  compromise  of  the  tariff  question  was 
entered  into.  A  committee  was  appointed,  to 
which  the  subject  was  referred,  and  the  report 
of  that  committee  conciliated  both  parties,  and 
brought  the  question  to  a  decision.  H^e  would 
nowdesire  to  adopt  a  similar  course.  He  moved 
that  the  subject  be  recommitted  to  a  committee  of 
eight  members,  to  be  appointed  by  ballot,  four  to 
be  selected  from  the  North,  and  four  from  the 
South,  and  he  would  go  further,  and  say,  two 
from  each  party  in  the  South,  and  two  from  each 
party  in  the  North. 

If  the  report  of  that  committee  shall  be  that 
nothing  can  be  effected  at  this  session,  let  us  do 
our  ordinary  business  and  go  home. 

Mr.  FOOTE  expressed  his  regret  that  the  debate 
had  assumed  the  character  it  had.  He  had  been 
ever  ready  to  hail  the  tender  of  the  olive  branch 
from  the  North  whenever  it  was  made.  And  he 
rejoiced  now  that  this  offer  had  been  again  made, 
arid  from  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Delaware. 
He  hoped  it  would  be  responded  to  in  the  same 
spirit.  But  he  would  not  pledge  himself  to  cease, 
in  case  of  a  report  from  the  committee  thafnothing 
could  be  effected  at  this  session,  from  using  every 
effort  in  his  power  to  call  the  attention  of  the  coun- 
try to  the  subject. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  asked  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  to  explain  away  an  aspersion 
which  he  had — no  doubt  inadvertently— cast  on 
the  State  of  Michigan  on  the  subject  of  fugitive 
slaves,  as  it  appeared  in  hi.s  printed  speech. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  replied,  by  reitei-ating  the 
charge  against  Michigan  in  still  stronger  terms, 
designating  the  course  of  that  State,  in  reference 
to  fugitive  slaves,  as  the  most  outrageous  that  had 
ever  been  perpetrated. 

Mr.  COR  WIN  asked  if  the  Supreme  Court  had 
not  decided  that  no  State  could  pass  any  law  on 
the  subject? 

Mr.  BUTLER  replied,  that  the  Supreme  Court 
had  decided,  by  a  bare  majority,  that  a_ State  can- 
not pass  a  law  in  violation  of  any  law  of  Congress. 
Pennsvlvania  made  it  a  felony  for  a  master  to  re- 
cover ills  fugitive  slave  in  any  other  than  a  par- 
tiaular  way.    This,  although  sustained  by  the  de- 
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cision  of  a  local  court,  wiis  decided  by  the  Supreme 
Court  to  be  uncoiistiiulional. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  complained  that  a  different 
construction  liad  been  placed  on  the  law  relative  to 
ordinary  fugitives  from  justice,  and  on  that  rela- 
tive to  fugitive  slaves.  This  showed  that  the  power 
of  the  United  States  was  too  inadequate  to  secure 
equal  justice  throughout  the  whole  of  the  Union. 

JVlr."  CORWIN  referred  to  the  course  of  Ohio, 
where  a  law  similar  to  that  passed  in  Pennsylva- 
nia became  a  law  in  Ohio,  in  repealing  the  law  as 
soon  as  the  Supreme  Court  had  decided  it  to  be 
unconstitutional. 

iVIr.  CALHOUN  said  the  decision  did  not  touch 
the  ordinance  of  1787;  it  was  merely  a  decision 
under  the  Constitution.  The  ordinance  was  a 
previous  contract,  which  was  not  touched  by  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  CORWIN  replied  that  the  language  of  the 
ordinance  and  that  of  the  Constitution  were  nearly 
tiie  same;  that  the  Constitution  adopted  and  reim- 
posed  tlie  obligations  of  the  ordinance,  and  that 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  embraced  both. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  asked  if  the  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Delaware  was  not  to  refer  this  bill  and 
the  subject  of  the  Territories  of  California  and 
New  Mexico  to  a  committee  of  eight  members. 

Mr.  CL.AYTON  explained,  that  he  only  moved 
to  recommit  this  bill  and  the  various  amendments. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  asked  if  it  would  afterwards  be 
his  intention  to  refer  the  bills  relative  to  California 
and  New  Mexico  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  expressed  his  belief  that  such 
might  be  hereafter  the  couise  pursued,  but  it  was 
not  included  in  the  present  motion. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  said  he  should  be  glad  to  have 
this  debate  arrested  by  a  breath.  The  Committee 
on  Territories  had  been  engaged  in  maturing  bills 
for  the  new  Territories,  and  he  was  happy  to  say 
■with  a  fair  prospect  of  reporting  a  bill  in  two  or 
three  days;  but  he  hoped  that  if  this  bill  should 
be  referred  to  a  special  committee,  the  other  bills 
would  be  sent  there  also.  Such  a  committee  would 
lay  hold  of  the  confidence  of  the  country,  and  he 
hoped  the  question  would  now  be  taken. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  said  this  was  the  first  speck 
of  light  we  have  had  for  some  time,  and  he  hoped 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware  would 
prevail. 

Mr.  HALE  said  he  saw  no  speck  of  light  at  all. 
On  the  contrary,  he  believed  that  it  would  only 
make  the  mist  thicker.  He  expressed  his  belief^ 
that  no  committee  of  this  Senate  could  effect  any 
compromise  which  the  people  would  ratify.  Tiiis 
was  a  question  in  which  the  people  were  more  likely 
to  guide  the  Senate,  than  that  the  Senate  would  be 
able  to  guide  the  people.  There  could  be  no  com- 
promise. He  hoped  the  question  would  be  taken 
on  the  amendments,  and  by  yeas  and  nays.  The 
sending  out  of  the  list  of  the  vote  would  have  a 
greater  effect  than  any  other  document  in  enlight- 
ening the  country. 

Mr.  BUTLER  said  if  this  motion  should  pre- 
vail, the  Committee  on  Territories  would  feel  itself 
bound  to  suspend  its  action  on  the  bills  under  con- 
sideration, until  the  judgment  of  this  special  com- 
mittee should  be  expressed.  He  believed  that  the 
principle  which  would  be  introduced  in  this  bill 
would  govern  every  other  territorial  bill  which 
might  be  brought  before  Congress.  Although  the 
Senatorfrom  New  Hampshire  might  have  courage 
to  sport  with  the  elements  of  danger  by  which  the 
Union  itself  might  be  overthrown,  he  (iMr.  B.) 
had  not  the  courage  to  sport  with  them.  He  be- 
lieved it  to  be  necessary  that  this  question  should 
be  settled  this  session. 

Mr.  HALE  said  he  would  be  willing  to  vote 
now  to  give  back  to  Mexico  all  the  territory  which 
we  have  obtained  from  her,  and  that  would  put  an 
end  to  the  question.  Indemnity  for  the  past,  and 
security  for  the  fulme,  was  honor  and  glory 
enough.  We  can  afford  to  say  to  Mexico,  "  We 
give  you  back  the  land;  it  has  harmed  us  more  than 
you;  It  has  only  been  a  bone  of  contention  to  us." 

Mr.  FOO TE  miide  some  remnrk.s  in  reply. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  he  did  not  intend  to  refer 
the  subject.s  of  California  and  New  Mexico  to  this 
committee.  He  wished  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries to  go  on  with  their  work — waiting  before  they 
report,  for  the  decision  of  the  special  committee 
or  of  the  Senate.  J-'or  the  purpose  of  allaying  the 
general  excitement,  and  giving  a  chance  for  the 
Bettlempnt  of  the  question,  he  had  proposed  his 
motion  for  a  Helect  committee. 


Mr.  HALE  and  Mr.  FOOTE  made  mutual  ex- 
planations. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  said  he  should  vote  for  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware.  He  never 
had  any  fear  tliat  the  Senate  would  attach  any 
Wilmot  proviso  to  this  bill;  or,  if  it  did,  we  have 
a  Chief  iVIagistrate  at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue 
who  would  put  a  veto  on  it.  He  had  no  fear, 
therefore,  that  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
sliire,  or  any  of  those  who  acted  with  him,  would 
be  gratified.  He  hoped  the  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories would  be  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  California  and  New  Mexico  bills,  and  that 
they  would  be  referred  to  this  select  committee. 

Mr.  NILES  said,  that  while  he  gave  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  credit  for  good  motives  in  making 
this  motion,  he  could  not  see  any  good  which  could 
result  from  it.  To  compromise,  requires  two  par- 
ties; and  here,  both  the  compromise  and  they  who 
propose  it  are  on  one  side  of  the  line.  He  thought 
the  people  must  settle  the  thing,  and  liiat  it  will  not 
be  settled  at  this  session.  We  may  pass  a  law, 
but  the  people  will  ccwne  here  andj  ask  for  its 
repeal. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  urged  the  Senate  to  come  to  a 
vote,  without  further  debate.  He  could  see  noth- 
ing in  the  motion  which  could  be  objectionable  to 
any  party;  and  he  hoped,  that  on  the  calm  coniT 
parison  of  opinions  in  the  committee-room,  some 
arrangement  of  a  satisfactory  cliaracter  might  be 
agreed  on. 

Mr.  DOWNS  spoke  in  favor  of  the  proposition; 
and,  after  a  few  words  from  Mr.  BALDWIN 
against  the  motion —    ' 

Mr.  BRIGHT  suggested  a  modification  to  the 
effect  that  the  Committee  on  the  Territories  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  so  much 
of  the  President's  message  as  relates  to  New  Mex- 
ico, California,  and  Oregon,  and  that  the  same  be 
referred  to  the  select  committee  of  eight. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  accepted  the  modification;  and 
the  question  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mfis.srs.  Atchison, Alheiton,  Badger, Bell, Benton j 
Berrien,  Borland,  Breese,  brigljt,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Claytoiu 
Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Dickinson,  Downs,  Foote, 
Hannegan,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana, Lewis,  Mason,  Metcalfe,  RuslijSehaslian,  ISpruance, 
Turney,  Underwood,  Westcott,  and  Yulee — 31. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Baldwin,  Bradbury,  Clarke,  Corwin, 
Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dix,  Fitzgerald,  Greene,  Hale, 
liamlin,  Miller,  Niles,  Upliam,  and  VVjlker— 14, 

And  at  five  p.  m.  the  Senate  adjourned  in  a  state 
of  exhaustion,  after  a  continuous  session  of  six 
hours. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursd.\t,  July  13,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  that,  agreeably  to 
the  order  of  the  House  of  last  evening,  the  Ser- 
geant-at-arms  had  notified  the  absentees,  and  that 
he  now  reported  the  names  of  fifty-two  membere 
under  arrest. 

Mr.  HUDSON  rose  to  a  privileged  question.  It 
was  well  known  that  by  a  vote  of  the  House  the 
Sergeant-at-arms  had  been  directed  to  bring  the 
absentees  before  the  House  this  morning.  He  had 
witnessed  several  such  scenes,  and  his  observation 
had  convinced  him  that  the  arrests  generally  fell  on 
the  younger  members. 

The  SPEAKER  interposed,  and  requested  the 
gentleman  to  state  his  motion. 

Mr.  HUDSON  would  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  Sergeant-at-arms  had  been  or- 
dered to  arrest  the  absentees. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  the  motion  out  of  or- 
der, as  the  order  of  the  House  had  already  been 
executed. 

Mr.  HUDSON  moved,  then,  to  dispense  with 
any  further  proceeding  in  the  call,  and  that  those 
gentlemen  who  had  been  fined  have  their  fines 
remitted. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  motion  to  be  in 
order. 

Mr.  HUDSON,  having  ascertained  from  the 
Speaker  that  the  motion  was  debatable,  proceeded 
to  say  he  wished  to  state,  from  his  own  observa- 
tion, and  he  believed  from  the  observation  of  all 
the  older  members  of  this  House,  that  every  call 
of  the  House  had  been  entirely  abortive  for  good, 
and  had  operated  with  great  injustice.  Many  gen- 
tlemen -who  were  absent  from  the  city  at  their 
homes,  attending  to  their  own  business  for  a  great 


part  of  the  session,  escaped  the  operation  of  the  call 
entirely.  Some  of  the  older  members,  who  were 
present  when  their  names  were  first  called,  respond- 
ed and  then  absented  themselves;  and  many  times 
those  who  were  most  punctual  in  their  attendance 
were  the  first  and  the  principal  examples  the  House 
made. 

He  wished  that  all  further  proceedings  be  dis- 
pensed with,  and  that  the  fines  imposed  yesterday 
be  remitted.  He  believed,  after  the  examples  they 
had  made  yesterday,  and  the  admonitions  given 
to  members,  that  the  only  purpose  why  this  call 
ever  should  be  enfbrced  had  been  answered;  that 
an  attendance  would  be  secured  in  the  House  for 
the  future,  and  that  they  had  better  devote  their 
time  this  morning  to  the  discharge  of  the  public 
business  than  any  further  to  continue  the  proceed- 
ing in  the  case,  which  operated  very  unjustly  and 
unequally. 

Mr.  SIMS  professed  equal  feeling  for  the  young 
members  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts; 
but  really  they  had  some  old  sinners,  such  as  his 
friend  from  Philadelphia  [Mr.  C.  J.  Ingersoll] 
and  his  colleague  from  the  Barnwell  district  [Mr. 
Rhett] — the  patriarchs,  he  might  say,  of  the 
House — upon  whom  the  further  proceedings  would 
operate.  It  was  very  far  from  the  fact  that  the 
young  members  would  be  caught  this  morning  on 
account  of  their  inexperience.  Those  who  were 
grten  in  the  matter  would  run  into  the  door  imme- 
diately, and  many  of  them  had  suflered  the  pen- 
alty yesterday;  but  these  older  members  were  be- 
hind, to  be  dragged  up  to-day.  He  hoped  the 
proceedings  would  not  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  LAHM  wished  to  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  that  some  of  those  who  had 
come  in  yesterday  had  not  done  it  because  they 
were  gretn  at  all.  [Laughter.]  They  were  ready 
to  stand  and  meet  the  case.    [Renewed  laughter.] 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  the  previous  question — in 
order,  he  remarked,  that  they  might  get  to  the 
public  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia 
being  one  of  the  gentlemen  in  custody  of  the  Ser- 
geant-at-arms, the  Chair  cannot  recognize  him. 
[Great  laughter.] 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  remarking  that  he  believed  he 
was  still  a  member,  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  question  upon 
dispensing  with  further  proceedings  in  the  case, 
and  remitting  the  fines  imposed  yesterday. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  VENABLE  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether 
the  gentlemen  in  custody  were  entitled  to  vote 
upon  this  question.' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  of  the  opinion 
that  they  are  not  entitled  to  vote. 

Mr.  PETTIT  rose  and  addressed  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  cannot  recognize 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana.    [General  laughter.] 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama.  /  was  here,  sir. 
[A  laugh.]  I  desire  to  know,  if  this  motion  should 
prevail,  whether  the  amount  of  fees  is  to  be  paid 
to  the  Sergeant-at-arms.''  [Cries  of  "  Yes,  yes!"] 
And  if  the  fines  of  gentlemen  are  remitted,  then 
are  the  fees  to  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  CONGER  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  ROOT  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

The  question  having  been  propounded — 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  would  now  slate  to  the 
House  that,  agreeably  to  parliamentary  prece- 
dents, the  Clerk  would  proceed  with  the  roll,  and 
call  all  the  members  of  the  House,  and  on  making 
up  the  returns,  the  names  of  those  on  the  list  of 
"absentees  would  be  omitted  in  case  they  answered. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  understood  that  there 
were  names  on  the  list  of  the  Sergeant-at-arms  by 
mistake,  and  suggested  that  the  list  be  corrected. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  the  list  was  the 
subject  of  correction  in  case  names  of  gentlemen 
were  ascertained  to  be  erroneously  upon  it. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  inquired,  in  case  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  failed,  and  further  proceedings 
were  dispensed  with  and  thefines  remitted,  whether 
they  would  not  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund 
of  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  under  the  prece- 
dents the  Sergeant-at-arms  would  be  entitled  to 
his  fees  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  in  case  the 
fines  were  remitted  to  gentlemen. 
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The  question  was  then  put  to  lay  the  motion  to 
suspend  further  proceedings  in  the  call  on  the 
table. 

When  the  roll  had  been  called  through,  gentle- 
men who  were  present,  but  who  had  not  voted, 
rose  to  have  their  names  recorded. 

Mf.  HENLEY  also  rose,  and  said  he  desired 
to  put  a  que.stion  to  the  Chair. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  could  not  recognize  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana. 

[Mr.  Henley  was  one  of  the  absentees.] 

Mr.  HENLEY,  with  some  warmth,  insisted 
that  he  had  the  rights  of  a  member  on  this  floor. 
He  had  the  same  rights  as  any  other  member  on 
this  floor,  and  he  again  insisted  that  the  Chair 
should  recognize  him. 

The  SPEAKER  rose  and  stated  that  this  whole 
proceeding  was  supposed  to  be  with  closed  doors. 
By  strict  right  the  gentlemen  under  arrest — those 
who  were  absent  yesterda)' — were  not  entitled  to 
be  in  their  seats  this  morning.  They  should  be 
in  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at-arms,  and  be 
admitted  when  called  upon  to  give  their  excuses. 

Mr.  HENLEY.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish 
to  put  my  question.     [Loud  calls  of"  order."] 

The  SPEAKER  again  said  he  could  not  recog- 
nize the  gentleman  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  HENLEY,  with  great  warmth,  insisted  that 
the  Chair  should  recognize  him.  [Loud  cries  of 
"  Order  !  order  !"] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Sergeant-at-arms  will 
take  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  into  custody. 

The  Sergeant-at-arms  then  proceeded  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  and  took  him  into  custody, 
and  they  left  the  House  together.  Mr.  Henlet, 
however,  was  not  kept  in  close  confinement,  for  he 
soon  after  returned,  and  remtiined  outside  the  bar 
until  permitted  to  give  his  excuse,  he  having  given 
the  Sergeant-at-arms  his  parole. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  the  vote  on  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table;  which  was  agreed  to: 
Yeas  69,  nays  58. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  moved  that  the  gentlemen  who 
were  under  arrest  be  permitted  to  take  their  seats 

■  without  further  proceedings,  on  the  payment  of 
the  fee  usual  in  such  case.     ["  No,  no,  no  !"] 

■  lyir.  PETTIT. ,  I   object.     I    have   an   excuse 
which  I  wish  to  make,  and  I  insist  on  making  it. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  would  then  modify  his  motion, 
that  it  might  except  such  as  desired  to  make  ex- 
cuses. 

The  motion  as  modified  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  then  announced  that  any  gen- 
tleman who  desired  to  make  an  excuse  had  no\\^ 
an  opportunity  to  do  so. 

Mr.  PETTIT  rose  and  said  he  would  state  very 
concisely  the  reason  why  he  was  not  present  yes- 
terday. He  was  in  bed  until  tea-time  last  evening, 
and  should  return  to  his  bed  as  soon  as  he  was  re- 
lieved from  attendance  on  the  House.  He  was  in 
bed  not  only  from  general  indisposition,  but  from 
a  weakness  in  his  leg,  which  had  also  become  pain- 
ful in  consequence  of  too  much  exercise.  [Mr.  P. 
alluded  to  his  leg,  which  he  has  had  the  misfortune 
to  break  twice  in  the  course  of  one  year.]  He  was 
now  here  in  obedience  to  the  summons  of  the  House. 
He  had  come  with  a  determination  to  pay  all  re- 
spect to  the  order  of  the  House,  whatever  it  might 
be;  and  he  now  respectfully  asked  the  House  to 
permit  him  to  be  discharged. 

The  SPEAKER  put  the  question  on  discharging 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  on  the  payment  of 
fees. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  rose  to  make  an  inquiry  from 
the  Chair  as  to  the  rights  of  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Henley,]  who  desired  to  make  an 
explanation  of  his  non-attendance  yesterday,  he 
being  in  the  custody  of  the  Scrgeant-at-arms.  He 
desired  to  know  if  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  was 
at  liberty  to  make  his  excuse.' 

The  SPEAKEPi  replied  that  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  by  the  resolution  just  agreed  to,  was  at 
liberty  to  take  liis  seat  on  the  payment  of  fees.  If 
he  desired  to  make  an  excuse  for  non-payment  of 
the  fees,  he  might  do  so. 

Mr.  HENLEY  said  the  reason  for  his  absence 
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was,  that  the  state  of  his  health  for  the  last  week 
had  been  such  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  remain 
in  the  House  later  than  three  o'clock.  He  left  the 
House  yesterday  at  three  o'clock  on  that  account. 

Mr.  VENABLE  moved  that  the  gentleman  be 
excused.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOTTS  desired  to  offer  his  excuse  for  not 
being  present  when  the  roll  was  called  yesterday. 
He  was  somewhat  ashamed  to  do  it,  because, 
though  he  was  but  a  very  young  man,  he  was 
laboring  under  an  old  man's  disease — the  lumbago. 
He  had  suffered  under  that  disease  for  the  last  tew 
weeks,  and  he  should  not  have  been  in  the  House 
yesterday  at  all  but  with  the  expectation,  or  rather 
hope,  that  he  might  be  able  to  get  up  the  army 
bill.  When  he  failed  in  that,  he  returned  home 
and  retired  to  rest:  for  the  only  way  in  which  he 
could  obtain  relief  from  pain  was  by  lying  down. 
He  had  come  here  this  morning  for  the  purpose 
which  influenced  him  yesterday — to  endeavor  to 
get  up  the  army  bill;  and,  if  it  were  not  taken  up, 
he  should  again  retire. 

[Mr.  B.  having  finished  his  explanation,  returned 
to  his  seat  in  a  crippled  condition,  his  hand  on  his 
hip, and  his  usually  erect  figure  bent,  as  with  great 
pain.  Instead,  however,  of  meeting  with  sympa- 
thy, the  honorable  gentleman's  misfortune  was  the 
source  of  boisterous  mirth  to  the  House,  which 
was  evidently  not  offensive  to  him,  for  his  good- 
natured  face  beamed  with  its  invariable  cheerful- 
ness.] 

The  motion  to  excuse  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BRADY  said  his  excuse  was  this:  he  had 
labored  for  several  days  under  a  severe  diarrhoea. 
He,  notwithstanding,  remained  here  yesterday, 
and  voted  on  every  motion,  until  the  vote  was 
taken  on  the  call  of  the  House.  On  that  question 
he  voted  "  no."  He  saw  the  House  was  about  to 
get  into  a  difficulty,  and  he  did  not  know  how  long 
he  might  be  kept  here,  and  he  therefore  thought 
it  safer  to  get  of.  He  might  have  remained  longer, 
if  he  had  not  seen  that  gentlemen  were  voting  for 
the  call,  and  doing  all  they  could  to  promote  it, 
who  were  not  so  diligent  in  their  attention  to  their 
duties  in  this  House  as  those  who  left  at  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournment.  He  was  here  yesterday 
and  tlie  day  before,  when  he  felt  that  he  ought  to 
be  in  his  own  room. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  moved  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  be  excused. 

The  motion  was  rejected. 

Mr.  LAHM  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  by  which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
had  been  just  excused. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was 
not  excused. 

Mr.  LAHM.  Well,  I  move  a  reconsideration 
of  that.  [Several  voices:  "  How  did  you  vote .'"] 
He  had  not  voted  at  all. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  the  gentleman  that 
debate  was  not  in  order.  Gentlemen  who  were 
absent  yesterday  could  make  excuses,  but  no  de- 
bate was  in  order. 

Mr.  LAHM  inquired  if  a  motion  to  reconsider 
was  not  debatable.' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  not,  unless 
the  original  motion  was  debatable. 

The  motion  was  not  pressed. 

Mr,  STARKWEATHER  felt  it  due  to  himself, 
and  due  to  the  House,  to.  make  an  apology  for 
being  absent  yesterday.  For  the  first. time,  he 
was  then  out  of  his  seat.  He  left  here  yesterday 
morning  ten  minutes  before  twelve  o'clock,  op- 
pressed with  a  severe  headache.  He  went  home, 
and  took  his  bed,  and  did  not  get  from  it  until  a 
quarter  past  three  o'clock,  the  usual  hour  of  a.d- 
journment.  An  honorable  member  from  his  State 
came  to  his  room  at  four  o'clock,  and  then  he 
learned  that  there  was  a  call  of  ^he  House.  Sup- 
posing it  to  be  a  call  for  wand  of  a  majority,  he 
took  a  carriage  and  rode  up  to  the  House;  and 
when  he  got  there,  he  found  the  tlouse  acting  with 
closed  doors,  and  consequently  lie  returned  home. 

Mr.  VENABLE  moved  that  th«  gentleman  be 
excused.     Agreed  to. 


Mr.  BRODHEAD  said  he  had  remained  in  his 
place  till  near  four  o'clock.  He  felt  unwell;  and 
seeing  that  gentlemen  were  resolved  to  push  the 
call,  he  concluded  that  no  business  would  be 
done,  so  he  retired  to  his  lodgings.  H6  was  not 
excused. 

Mr.  I.  E.  HOLMES  said  that  he  had  risen  not 
to  offer  any  excuse  for  absence,  nor  to  ask  that  his 
fine  be  remitted.  As  soon  as  he  heard  a  call  of 
the  Hou.se  ordered,  he  went  away.  [A  laugh.]  He 
had  seen  the  measure  attempted  over  and  over, 
ariTl  he  had  never  yet  seen  any  good  grow  out  of 
it:  for,  from  some  weakness  or  irresolution,  the 
House  always  remitted  the  fines  incurred,  tie 
now  congratulated  the  House  that  for  once  they 
had  had  the  firmness  to  carry  out  the  call  and  in- 
flict tlie  punishment.  The  only  way  to  make  a 
call  anything  but  a  farce,  v/as  to  enfoi'ce  the  fines. 

Mr.  STANTON  .said  he  had  remained  in  the 
House  till  three  o'clock.  He  was  almost  always 
in  his  place,  and  on  this  occasion  had  not  thought 
his  presence  of  any  particular  importance,  and  he 
returned  to  his  lodgings.  But  he  wished  his  con- 
stituents and  the  country  to  know  that  he  had  not 
been  absent  a  single  day  this  session,  unless  during 
the  meeting  of  the  Baltimore  Convention.  He  did 
not  wish  to  be  excused.  He  agreed  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Holmes,]  that 
calls  of  the  House  usually  ended  in  little  better 
than  a  farce. 

Mr.  FRIES  stated  that  his  reason  for  leaving 
the  House  before  the  adjournment  had  been  an 
attack  of  disease.  He  had  gone  to  his  lodgings 
and  taken  his  usual  dose,  and  it  did  him  good; 
when  a  few  minutes  after. he  suddenly  found  him- 
self in  the  custody  of  the  Sergeant-at-arms  ;  he 
had  then  gone  across  the  street  and  taken  a  mint 
julep,  and  he  was  now  here  and  ready  to  go  to 
work.     He  was  excused. 

Mr.  CATHCART  stated  as  the  reason  for  his 
absence  yesterday,  that  his  wife  had  been  taken 
very  ill,  and  needed  his  presence.  He  was  ex- 
cused. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Kentucky,  stated  that  he 
was  detained  from  the  House  on  account  of  at- 
tending to  several  pension  claims  for  his  constitu- 
ents, and  in  sending  off  to  other  constituents 
various  communications.  He  was  met  by  the 
Sergeant-at-arms  on  his  way  to  the  House,  and 
was  thus  too  late.  But  he  did  not  desire  to  avoid 
any  cost  of  the  proceeding,  and  preferred  not  to  be 
excused,  as  the  like  proceedings  might  enforce  a 
better  attendance  on  the  House  from  all  members. 

Mr.  McLANE  stated  that  he  had  been  in  the 
House  till  five  o'clock,  when  he  had  been  called 
away  by  indisposition  in  his  family.  He  stated 
this  as  his  reason,  but  did  not  ask  to  be  excused. 
He  was  excused,  nevertheless. 

Mr.  HASKELL  said  he  rose  to  make  no  ex- 
cuse; indeed  he  felt  gratitude  to  the  House  that 
they  had  not  brought  him  up  half  a  dozen  times 
before. 

Mr.  MARSH  stated  that  he  had  remained  in 
his  place  till  a  few  minutes  before  four  o'clock, 
when  he  had  left  on  account  of  the  illness  of  a 
member  of  his  family.     He  was  excused. 

Mr.  COCKE  had  not  risen  to  offer  an  excuse. 
He  had  remained  in  the  House  till  half-past  four, 
when,  seeing  that  the  House  was  getting  itself  into 
a  difficulty,  he  left. 

Mr.  BELCHER  had  remained  in  his  place  till 
a  quarter  past  three,  when  he  was  taken  ill,  and 
immediately  went  home  and  went  to  bed,  where 
he  remained  till  the  Sergeant-at-arms  came  knock- 
ing at  his  door.  It  was  locked,  and  the  officer  did 
not  break  it  open;  so  he  lay  still,  and  was  now 
here  in  custody.     He  was  excused. 

Mr  VAN  DYKE  inquired  whether  the  fiya 
minutes'  rule  applied  to  gentlemen  who  were  sta- 
ting their  excuses.'  

The  reply  of  the  CHAIR  was  not  distinctly 
heard,  but  was  understood  to  be  lU^t  the  hour  rule 

^'^Mi^  VAN  DYKE  said  h^  could  not  state  all 
the  rea.'ions  of  his  absence  in  an  howr,  and  he 
scorned  to  ask  any  inilnlgeno^  of  the  House.  He 
was  not  excuRod:, 
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Mr.  COLL  AM  ER  said  thai  he  had  always 
given  all  the  aueiiiion  in  his  power  to  the  duties 
assi"ned  him,  and  ail  the  time  that  he  could,  every 
day  of  the  session,  and  he  had  done  the  same  yes- 
terday.    He  was  excused. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said,  if  no  more  excuses  were  to 
beniven,  he  moved  that  the  House  take  up  the 
army  Ijill. 

AJr.  HARALSON  said  (hat  he  had  been  absent 
from  the  House  on  what  he  deemed  his  duty  to 
his  constituents.     He  was  not  excused.  ■- 

Mr.  CUMMINS  said  he  had  remained  in  the 
House  till  twenty  minutes  before  three,  when, 
wanting-  certain  information  from  the  Executive 
Departments,  he  had  gone  up  to  the  Pension  Office, 
but  found  it  shut,  when  he  had  returned  to  the 
Capitol,  and  found  the  doors  of  the  House  closed. 
He  was  not  excused. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Kentucky,  inquired  whether 
the  fines  of  gentleir.en  who  were  excused  were  not 
paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House,  while 
tho.?e  of  gentlemen  who  were  not  excused  came  out 
of  their  own  ]iockets? 

The  CHAIR  replying  in  the  affirmative — 
Mr.  CLARKE  suid  tliat  he  made  theincjuiry,  not 
because  he  desired  to  be  excused,  but  he  thought 
the  practice  was  not  right.  He  had  remained  till 
it  was  late,  when,  being  satisfied,  from  the  temper 
the  House  was  in,  that  no  business  wi)uld  be  done 
that  day,  he  had  left  the  Hall;  and  he  was  now 
pleased  to  find  himself  in  the  company  of  so  many 
respectable  gentlemen.     [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  ATKINSON  thought  there  had  been  some 
mistake  committed  in  making  up  the  list  of  the 
absentees. 

Mr.  BOYD  said  he  had  been  here  for  eleven 
years, and  had  never  been  under  arrest  before.  He 
had  no  apology  to  oli'er  which  the  House  would 
deem  sufficient;  and  he  did  not  know  that  he  ought 
to  be  excused  under  the  rule  as  it  was  at  present 
executed.  But  to  his  consliiuents  he  would  say, 
that  he  had  remained  at  his  post  till  a  few  minutes 
before  four  o'clock,  when,  seeing  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  go  on  with  the  public  business,  he 
had  retired,  to  get  rid  of  the  perplexity  in  which 
he  foresaw  the  House  was  going  to  involve  itself. 
A  reference  to  the  Journals  would  show  that  be 
■was  as  regular  in  his  attendance  here  as  any  other 
member  of  the  House,  nor  Jiad  he  absented  him- 
self out  of  any  disrespect  to  the  body.  But,  with 
a  view  that  justice  might  be  done,  he  would  offer, 
if  it  was  in  order,  a  resolution  imposing  a  fine  of 
one  dollar  on  every  man  who  should  be  absent, 
without  valid  reason,  whenever  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  called. 

The  CHAI8-  said  the  resolution  could  be  re- 
ceived only  by  universal  consent.  Jt  was  objected 
to. 

Mr.  PEYTON  said  he  had  remained  as  long  as 
he  could,  until  he  thought  that  nothing  would  be 
done  for  the  good  of  the  country  that  day,  and  so 
he  left  the  House.     Fie  was  not  excused. 

Mr.  HENLEY  rose  to  inquire  of  the  Chair 
whether  he  had  been  arrested  by  the  Scrgeant-at- 
arms  dilTerently  from  the  other  members.^  He  de- 
sired to  make  a  personal  explanation. 

The  CHAIR  was  understood  as  replying  to  Mr. 
H.'s  question  in  the  negative. 

Objections  were  made  in  various  quarters  to  any 
personal  explanation,  but  they  were  not  pressed, 
and  Mr.  H.  was  permitted  to  state  that  he  had 
yesterday  been  one  of  the  absentees;  and  he  un- 
derstood the  Chair  to  state  that  the  names  of  ail 
absent  members  should  be  stricken  from  the  li.st  of 
voters,  or  excuses  received.  Tliis  he  considered 
perfecily  right.  It  had  been  his  intention,  if  per- 
mitted to  vote,  to  vote  for  carrying  out  the  call  and 
have  all  fines  inflicted.  In  the  process  of  calliitg 
the  roll,  hi.s  luune  had  been  called  only  once,  in- 
stead of  being  repeated  ijy  the  Clerk  as  was  usual 
when  no  response  was  given.  Mr.  H.  had  waited, 
but  not  heanng  it  repeated,  he  intended  to  have 
voted  at  the  clo.sc  of  the  call;  but  then  hia  name 

was  .stricken  out 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  called  for 
the  regular  order  of  busincsii. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  wished  to  offer  a  resolution  that 
the  House  will  lo-morrow  meet  at  10  o'clock. 

Mr.  CABELL  said,  if  that  prevailed,  he  sliould 
move  that  the  standing  committees  be  discharged 
from  uU  busines.s  now  before  them. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  suid  he  was  willing  to  accept  that 
as  a  modification,  with  the  proviso  that  they  liad 
not  sufficient  time  to  attend  to  it. 


The  CHAIR  ruled  Mr.  Goggin's  motion  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  took  an  appeal;  but  the  Chair 
was  sustained  by  the  House. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  reso- 
lution that  the  Flouse  (the  Senate  concurring)  will 
adjourn  on  the  31st  instant,  to  meet  again  on  the 
first  Monday  in  December  ne;xt. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  resolution  was 
not  in  order  except  by  common  consent. 

Mr.  BOTTS  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  that  the  Senate  bill,  with  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  rela- 
tive to  the  discharge  of  the  officers  of  the  army  at 
the  expiration  of  the  war,  be  taken  up. 

Olijections  were  made. 

Mr.  SLINGERLAND  appealed  to  the  House, 
by  general  consent,  to  allow  him  to  make  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Agriculture,  remarking, 
that  from  an  examination  of  the  Journal  of  the 
^House,  he  had  ascertained  that  no  report  had  been 
made  from  that  committee  for  fifteen  or  twenty 
years. 

Objections  were  made. 

Mr.  BURT  renewed  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Botts 
to  bring  up  the  bill  relative  to  the  officers  of  the 
army,  and  some  conversation  ensued  .on  the  sub- 
ject between  Messrs.  BUPvT,  BOTTS,  and  the 
SPEAKER. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  bill  was  not 
the  first  business  in  order,  and  could  only  be  taken 
up  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BOTTS  renewed  his  appeal  for  the  common 
consent  of  the  House  to  take  up  the  said  bill;  but 
objections  were  again  made. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC   APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JONES,  of 
Tennessee,  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  L'nion,  (Mr.  Root,  of 
Ohio,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill. 

The  question  pending  when  the  committee  rose 
yesterday,  was  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  "  providing  that 
the*hief  of  the  Bureau  of  Construction,  Equip- 
ment, and  Repairs  shall  be  a  post  captain  in  the 
navy,  and  shall  receive  the  same  pay  as  when 
employed  on  other  duty." 

The  question  was  now  put  on  the  amendment, 
and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  offered  an  amendment  of  sim- 
ilar pui^port  to  the  foregoing  ofl'ered  by  Mr.  King. 
Mr.  S.  explained. 

Mr.  STRONG  suggested  the  addition  of  the 
words  "in  lieu  of  all  other  compensation." 

Mr.  SGPIENCK  accepted  the  modification.  The 
amendment  was  rejected:     Ayes  58,  noes  60. 

Mr.  VINTON  wished  to  say  a  word  by  con- 
sent. 

He  perceived  the  House  was  becoming  thin.  He 
gave  notice,  if  they  were  obliged  to  resort  to  a  call 
of  the  House  for  want  of  a  quorum,  he  should 
move  a  call  of  the  iiouse,  and  that  it  be  carried 
out.      [Cries  of  "  order.''] 

Mr.  SCHENCK  offered  an  amendment  in  effect 
proviJingthal  the  cl'.ief  of  the  Bureau  of  Provisions 
and  Clothing  shall  be  a  [lost  captain,  and  shall  re- 
ceive no  pay  othei' than  as  post  captain  of  the  navy. 
[The  office  is  now  filled  by  a  civilian.]  Mr.  S. 
explained. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to — 84  to  45. 
Mr.  STANTON  moved  an  amendment  provi- 
ding that  the  pi-esent  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Provis- 
ions  and   Clothing  shall   not   be  deprived  of  his 
salary  for  the  |5resent  year. 

Mr.  S.  e.xjilained,  but  the  amendment  was  reject- 
ed. ' 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  an  amendment  providing 
for  the  employment,  tonporarily,  of  clerks  in  the 
Post  Office  Department,  ^2,000.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLLINS  moved  an  amcndmentto  increase 
the  salary  of  the  three  Assistant  Postmasters  Gen- 
eral from  )(^2,500  to  i!(i3,0(.l0  per  annum. 

Messrs.  COLLINS,  GOGGIN,  and  JONES,  of 
Tennessee,  explained. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 
Mr.  BRODHEAD  moved  an  amendment  pro- 
viding th;vt  the  Firyt  Assistant  Postmaster  General 
shall  be  allowed  the  same  salary  as  that  allowed 
the  Auditor  of  the  Post  Office  Department.  Mr. 
B.  explained. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  under  an  amendment  moved  for 
the  purpose,  al.'jo  explained. 


Mr.  HUNT  moved  an  amendment,  and  com- 
menced some  remarks. 

The  CI-IAIR  ruled  Mr.  Hunt's  remarks  out  of 
order. 

Mr,  HUNT  appealed. 
The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 
The  amendment  was  rejected. 
Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  an  amend- 
ment providing  that  tlie  salaj-y  of  the  Auditor  of 
the  Post  Office  Department  shall  not,  after  the  1st 
of  July,  1848,  exceed  $,2,500. 

Mr,  J.  explained,  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  item 
"  For  com]iensation  of  the  Sui-veyor  General  of 
Arkansas,  and  clerks  in  his  office,  :g,6,300." 

Mr.  VINTON  explained,  as  did  also  Messrs. 
COLLAMER,  THOMPSON  of  Miss.,  JOHN- 
SON of  Arkansas,  and  HOUSTON  of  Alabama, 
under  amendments  moved  for  the  purpose  and 
withdrawn. 

Mr.  Vinton's  motion  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  strike  out  similar  items 
for  the  Surveyor  General   of  Mississippi  and  for 
the  Surveyor  General  of  Alabama.     Agreed  to. 

The  items  under  the  head  of  the  Judiciary  were 
amended,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  ver- 
bally, and  also  in  relation  to  charges  for  certificates 
by  clerks  and  commissioners,  and  the  examination 
of  books  in  the  public  law  offices  or  circuit. 

Mr.SAWYER  moved  to  strike  out  from  the  mis- 
cellaneous items  that  which  appropriates  ^6,775 
for  coinpensation  and. contingent  expenses  of  the 
Auxiliary  Guard.  He  said  this  Auxiliary  Guard 
was  exclusively  for  the  city  of  Washington.  They 
were  sixteen  in  number,  and  in  addition  there 
were  twenty-two  special  guards  appointed  to  watch 
the  Treasury  buildings,  the  Post  Office,  the  War 
and  Navy  Departments,  the  President's  House,  the 
Capitol,  and  o.ther  jiublic  buildings.  These  auxil- 
iary guards  cost  5^6,700;  but  wljat  they  were  kept 
for  he  knew  not,  as  other  officers  were  ap[)ointed 
to  guard  all  the  public  property.  They  had  as  a 
part  of  their  duty,  to  attend  to  the  clock,  which 
struck  certain  hours  every  night,  and,  as  evidence 
of  the  manner  in  which  that  was  attended  to,  sontie- 
times  the  clock  sXruck  ten  when  it  was  half-past, 
and  at  other  times  when  it  was  a  quarter  to  ten. 
When  his  constituents  wanted  an  auxiliary  guard 
they  paid  for  it  out  of  their  own  pockets;  and,  as 
their  representative,  he  protested  against  Wash- 
ington being  provided  with  watchmen  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government, -and  paid  for  out  of  the  treasury 
of  the  common  country. 

Mr.  VINTON  explained  that  the  item  was  put 
amongst  the  estimates  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  2d  August,  1842,  which  au- 
thorized the  establishment  of  an  auxiliary  guard 
to  protect  the  public  and  private  property  in  the 
city  of  Washington.  The  Auxiliary  Guard  was 
stationed  wherever  there  was  public  property, 
some  about  the  Capitol,  and  others  about  the  other 
public  buildings. 

Mr.  SAWYER  inquired  if  there  was  not- pro- 
vision made  by^this  bill  for  an  additional  guard  for 
every  public  building,  independent  of  this  Auxili- 
ary Guard  .■' 

Mr.  VINTON  said  this  Auxiliary  Guard  was  a 
movable  guard,  for  the  protectioi>  of  all  the  pub- 
lic buildings  in  the  city;  and  it  appeared  by  the 
act  under  which  they  were  appointed  that  they 
were  employed  to  guard  against  incendiarism,  and 
enforce  the  police  regulations  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, as  well  as  for  other  purposes.  One  great 
object  was  to  guard  against  incendiarism  of  pub- 
lic and  private  property;  for  gentlemen  well  knew 
that  the  General  Post  Office,  tlie  Patent  Office,  and 
the  Treasury  buildings,  had  all  been  destroyed  by 
acts  of  incendiarism  years  ago,  and  it  was  to  jire- 
vent  a  repetition  of  such  acts  that  this  force  was 
employed. 

Mr.  SAWYER  remarked  that  the  public  build- 
ings were  guarded  by  other  watchmen,  and  not 
by  the  Auxiliary  Guard. 

Mr.  GENTRY  said  his  recollection  was  not 
very  distinct,  but  he  believed  this  guard  was  cre- 
ated on  the  motion  of  a  Senator  from  New  Hani))- 
shiro,  now  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  (Mr. 
Woodbury,)  and  its  creation  was  the  result  of 
some  agitation  which  occurred  here,  and  it  was 
founded  on  the  idea  that  the  President  of"  the  United 
States  was  then  in  some  danger  iTf  receiving  either 
indignity  or  insult  from  the  Whigs  of  this  city. 
This  occurred  about  the  time  the  President  had  ve- 
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toed  certain  bank  bills  when"  some  excitement  was 
created  by  Democratic  congratulations;  and  this 
force  was  called  into  existence  under  those  circum- 
stances. It  was  a  Democratic  measure,  to  protect 
the  President  of  the  United  States  against  Whig 
indignation. 

Mr.  VINTONinfoi-med  his  colleague  [Mr.  Saw- 
yer] that  if  he  succeeded  in  striking  out  tlii«  item, 
lie  would  not  accomplisl).  his  purpose,  because  he 
made  no  provision  for  repealing  tire  law  under 
which  the  Auxiliary  Guard  was  appointed. 

[Several  voices:     Then  repeal  the  law.] 

Mr.  FICKLIN  said  if  the  reason  given  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Gentry]  for  the 
'passage  of  the  law  which  created  this  Auxiliary 
Guard  was  the  true  one,  according  to  all  sound 
-reasoning,  the  law  should  be  repealed,  and  the 
force  disbanded,  when  the  reason  which  called 
them  into  being  no  longer  existed.  He  thought 
tliere  was  no  danger  now  of  the  present  incumbent 
of  the  Executive  chair,  or  of  the  incoming  Presi- 
dent, whether  General  Taylor  or  General  Cass 
should  be  elected,  being  exposed  to  personal  indig- 
5nity,  and  therefore  he  thought  this  guard  should 
he  abolished.  The  very  terms  of  the  law  to  which 
reference  had  been  made  bj'  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Vinton,]  showed  it  to  be  a  guard  for 
the  city  of  Washington,  and  not  for  the  public 
buildings.  It  was  true  the  public  buildings  were 
mentioned,  but  they  couid  not  close  their  eyes  to 
the  fact  that  there  were  twenty  other  guards  for 
the  protection  of  those  public  buildings  bydayand 
night.  This  AHxi!ii^ry  Guard  was  ifbr  the  benefit 
■of  the  city  of  Washington;  but  he  would  ask  if, 
notwithstanding  their  existence,  fires  were  not 
tnore numerous  here  than  in  many  othercitiesof  the 
■•same  size?  {"No."]  He  was  satisfied  this  guard 
■did  not  prevent  fires.  As  to  what  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Gentry]  had  said  of  the  act 
of  August,  1842,  being  a  Democratic  measure,  the 
gentleman  shou.ld  remember  that  it  was  an  act 
passed  by  a  Whig  Congress,  fcr  the  protection  of 
a  President  elected  by  the  Whig  party. 

Some  explanations  were  made  by  Mr.  VIN- 
TON, Mr.  FICKLIN,  and  Mr.  HOUSTON,  of 
Delaware. 

Mr.  GOTT  submitted  a  proviso,  which  he  de- 
sired to  offer  as  an  amendment,  to  provide  for  the 
Tepeal  of  the  act  of  August,  1842. 

The  CHAIR  ruled  the  amendment  out  of  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Sawyer's 
motion  to  strike  out,  and  it  was  not  agreed  to,  the 
vote  being  61  in  the  aflirmative,  and  64  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings,  moved  an  amendment, 
"providing  for  repairs  in  and  about  the  Capitol, 
*'  for  fencing  the  public  grounds  adjacent  to  the 
'  Capitol  square,  for  repairs  of  culvert  on  Pennsyl- 
■*  vania  avenue,"  &c. 

Mr.  T.  B.  KING  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  inserting  an  item  of  $1,000  for  watering 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  and  thus  getting  rid  of  this 
everlasting  dust,  which  was  so  injurious  to  the 
iienlth  of  members.     Carried:  Ayes  65,  noes  50. 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  then  carried: 
Ayes  75,  noes  43. 

Mr.  FIOUSTON  moved  a  further  amendment, 
*'  to  pay  for  the  removal  of  the  mast  and  lantern 
'  above  the  dome  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  laying  gas 
*  pipes  and  the  erection  of  posts  in  and  about  the 
'  Cajjitol  grounds." 

He  stated  in  explanation,  that  if  these  prepara- 
tions should  be  made,  the  gas  company  were  pre- 
pared to  make  an  ofier  for  lighting  the  grounds 
with  gas.  They  wished  only  enough  to  cover  the 
naked  cost  of  those  fixtures.  Their  profit  would 
be  derived  from  supplying  the  gas. 

Mr.  SAWYEKj  moved  to  reduce  the  appropria- 
tion. 

Mr.  S.  remarked  with  some  severity  on  the  sys- 
tem for  applying  these  appropriations  to  the  public 
buildings  and  grounds.  Congress  employed  men 
who  knew  no  more  about  it  than  did  the  old  sea 
captains  they  put  into  the  Bureau  of  Construction 
about  building  a  ship.  Last  year  this  great  mast 
had  been  set  up,  and  holes  dug  through  the  walls 
of  the  Capitol  to  admit  the  gas.  Now  they  were 
told  that  the  mast  endangered  the  dome,  and  these 
holes  endangeied  the  walls.  One  y^ar  things  were 
put  up,  and  the  next  year  they  were  torn  down. 
He  thought  there  had  been  light  enough  on  the 
avenue  and  around  the  Capitol,  aixl  if  gentlemen 
wanted  more,  let  them  take  it  out  of  their  own 


pockets.  If  things  vvent  on  much  longer  in  this 
way.  Congress  would  be  appropriating  soon  to 
furnish  members  with  carriages  to  ride  in,  and 
supplying  each  member  with  a  big  negro  to  fan 
him.  One  thing  he  rejoiced  at:  they  should  get 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  all  these  matters. 

He  could  not  guess  what  wild  schemes  the  gen- 
man  from  Delaware  might  have  in  his  h«ad  next 
year;  he  supposed  all  these  lamp  fixtures  would 
have  to  be  taken  down.  That  was  the  general 
course  of  things. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  the  mast  had  been  erected 
on  the  dome  without  any  recommendation  from 
him  or  the  Building  Committee:  it  was  a  resolu- 
tion devised  and  introduced  by  a  gentleman  in  the 
Senate,  and  sent  down  and  hastily  passed  through 
the  House  at  the  heel  of  the  session. 

Thequestion  being  put  on  Mr.  Sawyer's  amend- 
ment^ it  was  rejected. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Houston  was  divided, 
and  the  question  being  put  on  so  much  of  it  as 
provided  to  pay  for  the  taking  down  of  the  mast, 
it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  residue  of 
the  amendment,  providing  for  lighting  the  Capitol 
grounds — 

Mr.  HENLEY  advocated  the  amendment  on  the 
ground  that  gas-light  was  both  better  and  cheaper 
than  that  of  oil.  He  could  not  agree  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Sav/yer,]  who  seemed  op- 
posed to  all  improvements  on  the  Capitol  grounds 
and  other  public  property,  even  to  enclosing  it 
with  a  fence.  He  was  for  letting  in  the  cows  and 
horses  to  graze  upon  it;  but  Mr.  H.  was  for  im- 
proving the  grounds,  and  enclosing  and  lighting 
them. 

Mr.  FARAN  also  advocated  the  amendment. 
These  lamps  were  wanting,  not  for  the  benefit  of 
the  city,  but  of  the  Capitol.  The  gas-pipes  and 
lamp-posts,  once  fixed,  would  be  permanent.  The 
avenue  between  the  Capitol  and  the  President's 
House  had  always  been  lighted  at  the  expense  of 
the  Government,  and  Government  would  save 
money  by  lighting  it  with  gas. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  85,  noes 
not  counted, 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  an  amendment  for  lay- 
ing gas-pipes  and  for  the  erection  of  posts  along 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  from  the  Capitol  to  the 
Treasury  building,  and  for  lighting  the  avenue, 

$ •. 

Mr.  H.  explained  the  grounds  of  the  amend- 
ment. The  amendment  introduced  no  innovation: 
the  avenue  had  always  been  lighted  by  Congress. 
It  only  proposed  the  substitution  of  gas  for  oil, 
which  in  the  end  would  be  promotive  of  economy. 
Carried. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  the  following:  For  lay- 
ing gas-pipes  from  the  Treasury  Building  to  the 
President's  Mansion,  and  for  putting  up  the  same 
in  the  President's  Plouse,  $ . 

Mr.  H.  said,  that  hitherto  it  had  cost  the  Ex- 
ecutive from  p,600  to  |2,000  every  year  to  light 
the  palace;  and  this  was  paid  out  of  his  own  pock- 
et. No  President  would  think  of  laying  these 
pipes;  but  after  they  were  once  fixed,  it  would  be 
a  saving  to  the  President,  as  gas  would  cost  him 
much  less  than  oil.     Carried:  Yeas  59,  nays  56.    , 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  an  amendment,  providing 
for  the  building  of  sever&l  revenue  cutters,  to  be 
stationed  at  several  of  the  ports  on  the  seaboard 
and  on  the  lakes,  $,89,000. 

Mr.  COBB  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  and  called 
for  tlte  reading  of  the  eighty-first  rule;  which  was 
read.  He  contended  that  this  amendment  was 
not  in  order,  not  being  for  a  work  previously  au- 
thorized by  law.  At  the  last  session,  Congress 
had  guarded  against  such  an  amendment,  by  pass- 
ing a  law  forbidding  more  cutters  to  be  built  until 
there  was  a  regular  appropriation  for  them.  Presi- 
dent Tyler  had  vetoed  the  bill,  and  the  I-Jouses  car- 
ried it  against  him  by  two-thirds. 

Mr.  HUNT  insisted  that  there  was  a  law  au- 
thorizing the  building  of  revenue  cutters,  which 
took  this  case  out  of  the  rule.  They  had  always 
been  built  without  any  specific  appropriation  for 
tliem  until  the  passage  of  the  law  in  question. 
That  law  required  the  previous  appropriation,  but 
the  law  authorizing  the  building  of  such  vessels 
remained  still  in  force. 

The  law  was  produced  and  read,  when  the  Chair 
ruled  the  amendment  out  of  order. 

Mr.  HUNT  took  an  appeal,  but  the  Chair  was 
sustained:  Ayes  64,  noe.s  59. 


Mr.  HUNT  moved  an  item  of  j^800  for  certain 
repairs  at  the  Lazaretto  at  Philadelphia,  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  moved  an  amendment  to  pay 
arrearages  due  for  lighting  the  Capitol  with  solar 
gas. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  raised  a  question  of 
order. 

Mr.  GENTRY  thought  this  Mr.  Crutchet  had 
humbugged  the  House  with  his  mast  and  lanterns 
qoite  enough  without  this. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  explained  and  defended  the 
amendment,  but  after  a  desultory  discussion  it  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  an  amendment  provi- 
ding for  the  enclosure  of  the  mall,  between  Seventh 
street  west  and  the  river,  and  for  the  planting  of 
trees,  $3,628. 

Mr.  S.  explained  the  necessity  of  this  expendi- 
ture, and  advocated  a  liberal  policy  on  the  part  of 
Congress  toward  the  city,  which  had  no  other  ad- 
vantages than  the  presence  of  the  seal  of  Govern- 
ment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to:  Yeas  70,  nays 
48. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  of  conference  on  the  part  of  the  House 
to  confer  with  a  similar  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  Indian  a[ipropriation  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  committee 
was  ordered  to  consist  of  three  membersv 

Mr.  DANIEL  asked  leave  to  oiler  a  resolution 
calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  War  for  information 
and  correspondence  in  relation  to  the  dismissal  of 
two  young  officers  of  the  North  Carolina  regiment 
in  Mexico. 

A  few  animated  remarks  were  made  by  Messrs. 
DANIEL,  DONNELL,  and  OUTLAW,  in  re- 
gard to  the  reception  and  modification  of  the  reso- 
lution; after  which — 

Mr.  DICKEY  rose  and  objected  to  the  reception 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  NICOLL,  by  leave,  presented  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  New  York  city,  in  relation  to  a  post 
route  from  Philadelphia  to  New  York;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Comraitttee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,   ETC, 

The  following  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented 
under  the  luie,  and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL :  A  memorial,  nnmeronsly 
signed  by  merchants,  tiiideis,  and  (itiiers.of  tlie  cityof  Pliil- 
adelphia,  complaining  of  delays  in  the  tiansponation  of  the 
southern  mail. 

Cy  Mr.  JENKINS^  The  petition  of  Samuel  Colman  for 
a  contract  to  prepare  and  putdish  an  index  to  Congressional 
documents. 

By  Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia:  The  meraori;'J  of  Isaac  Gar- 
rasoti. 


IN  SENATE- 
THURSDAY,  July  13, 1848.    . 

Mr.  LEWIS  presented  the  credentials  of  Wil- 
liam R.  King,  appointed  by  the  Governor  of  Ala- 
bama to  supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  Uie 
resignation  of  Mr.  Bagby. 

Mr.  King  appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  presented  the 
credentials  of  James  A.  Pearce,  elected  a  Senator 
from  the  State  of  Maryland  for  six  years,  com- 
mencing on  the  4th  of  March  i^ext;  which  were 
read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  petition  from  the  Prison 
Association  of  New  York,  asking  a  modification 
of  the  law  regulating  fines  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  i-eferred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  a  petition  of  mer- 
chaiits.and  other  citizens  of  New  York,  in  relation 
to  the  delay  in  the  transmission  of  the  southern 
mail,  and  stating  that  it  involves  an  immense 
amount  of  business,  and  is  a  question  of  credit; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Oflice  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  0*1  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
facilitate  the  ctitry  of  preiMiiption  claims;  wliich 
was  read  twice  and  reterred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims. 
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APPROPRIATIONS  FOR   LIGHT-HOUSES,   ETC. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massnclinsetts, 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  mnkiiij?  appropriations  far  the  erection  of  light- 
houses, light-boats,  and  buoys,  &c. 

Several  amendments  moved  by  Mr.  DAVIS 
were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  YULEE  suggested,  that  as  a  bill  embracing 
similar  objects  was  now  pending  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  where  appropriation  bills  ought 
to  oriijinaie,  and  as  he  was  not  aware  that  this  bill 
would  be  called  up,  and  was  not  prepared  with  an 
amendment  which  he  proposed  to  ofl'er,  the  bill 
should  be  laid  aside  until  the  bill  from  the  House 
shall  have  been  received. 

Mr.  DAVISjOfMassachnsetts,  could  not  consent 
to  the  po.stponement.  If  he  could  see  any  prospect 
of  the  bill  being  passed,  should  it  now  be  (a^d  aside, 
he  would  very  willingly  accommodate  the  Senator 
from  Florida.  There  was  great  want  of  this  bill. 
Many  changes  were  demanded  in  the  location  of 
lighthouses,  &c.,  some  of  which  were  fixed  on 
wrong  points.  Congress  should  not  separate  with- 
out passing  this  bill.  The  Senator  from  Florida 
could  attach  any  amendment  which  had  received 
the  sanction  of  a  committee,  and  was  legitimate  in 
its  object,  to  some  other  bill. 

Mr.  YULEE  persisted  in  his  request, and  moved 
that  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  post- 
poned until  (o-morrow. 

Mr.  BADGER  objected  to  the  delay  of  the  bill 
for  the  piiipose  of  allowing  amendments  to  be  pro- 
po.sed,  which  had  not  received  the  sanction  of  any 
committee  of  the  Senate. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  YULEE  was  negatived;  the 
bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  as  amended; 
the  amendments  were  concurred  in,  and  the  bill 
was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

OREGON  BILL. 

At  12  o'clock  the  Senate  proceeded  to  ballot  for 
p.hairman  to  the  select  committee;  when  Mr.  Clay- 
Toy,  of  Delaware,  was  duly  elected. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  the  com- 
mittee, when  the  remaining  seven  were  chosen; 
Bnd  it  was  then  ordered  that  the  bill  to  establish  the 
Territorial  Government  of  Oregon,  with  the  sev- 
eral amendments  proposed  thereto,  and  so  much 
of  the  President's  niessage  as  relates  to  New  Mex- 
ico and  California,  be  referred  to  a  select  commit' 
tee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Clayton,  chairman;  Messrs. 
Bright,  Calhoun,  Clarke,  Atchjson,  Phelps, 
Dickinson,  and  Underwood. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DICKINSON, 

Resolved,  Tliiit  tlic  committee  to  wlitcti  was  referred  the 
President's messaje  rclatiiigtotiie  Di<!anizaiioi)  ofTerriioiial 
Governmeiits  in  Oregcin,  Upper  California,  and  New  Mexico, 
have  the  use  of  tlie  ante-room  during  their  sittings. 

CHEROKEE  CLAIMS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  joint  resolution  authorizing  the 
proper  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury  to  make 
a  just  and  fair  settlement  of  the  claims  of  the  Cher- 
okee nation  of  Indians,  according  to  the  principle.*! 
established  by  the  treaty  of  August,  1846. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  the  following; 

Provided,  That  the  sum  of  .■J.';0,()00  of  the  fund  held  by  the 
Goverjnnent  in  ti  ii-t,  to  be  di^trlbut(;ri  fcr  cupif.a  anions  that 
division  or  portion  o(  the  Cherokees  usually  called  the  "  Old 
Settlers,"  In  the  fifth  article  oCihe  treaty  of  ihe  sixth  day  of 
August,  1846,  lie  paid  over  to  the  chiefs  or  other  auilmrizud 
agents  of  the  Old  Settler  parly,  for  the  payment  ot  the  debts 
due  to  cc  riain  creditors  ofthat  part  of  the  nation,  viz:  $.30,000 
for  the  debts  to  individual  members  of  ihc  Old  Settler  party, 
and  olher^s  who  appear  to  have  established  their  claims  he- 
fore  a  ooinniission  established  bv  the  Old  Setller  party  in 
council;  and  Ihe  furlher  sum  of  ,<f20,()00,  for  so  mncli  which 
itappearx  wag  vohintarily  ndvariced  or  lent  to  the  chiefs  or 
agenis  of  the  said  Old  .Seulers  by  the  Ross  and  treaty  parly, 
out  oi  till  ir  portion  of  the  funds  secured  to  them  by  the  said 
treaty,  in  order  to  obtain  their  assent  lo  the  treaty  as  ratified 
hy  the  .Senate. 

At  the  .•:uggestion  of  Mr.  BELL,  who  had  no 
objection  to  the«amendMipnt,  Mr.  SEBASTIAN 
modified  the  proposition,  by  adding 

Provided,  further.  That  the  auscni  of  i))t.  Old  Settler  parly 
by  their  authorized  delegation,  be  duly  given  lo  (he  payment 
of  the  said  sum,  in  Ihe  niamier  herein   presc  riln  d. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  concurred  with  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  in  the  propriety  of  the  amendment, 
and  presented  a  remonstrance  from  some  portion 
of  the  nation,  of  which  he  asked  the  rettding. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  expressed  some  doubt  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  he  slioilld  give  his  vote.  He 
coOld  not  give  the  i-easons  by  which  he  was  actu- 
Bted.oshe  was  not  aware  that  thf;  injunction  of 
secrecy  had  been  removed,  in  i elation  to  the  mat- 


ters connected  with  the  subject.     In  consequence 
of  this  suggestion — 

Mr.  BELL  moved  to  go  into  Executive  session 

to  remove  the  injunction  of  secrecy  in  relation  lo 

j  the   treaty  of  ISJG,  which   motion  was  agreed  to; 

I  and   the   Senate    remained  in   session    until   three 

[  o'clock,  when  the  doors  were  reopened. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 

reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  at  Ban- 

I  gor,  in  Maine,  which,  on  his  motion,  was   taken 

I  up  and   passed,  the  ordinary  forms   having  been 

dispensed  with. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  obtained  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  introduce  a  bill  to  change 
the  lime  of  holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts 
of  the  United  States  in  Kentucky,  and  also  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  to  dispense  with 
the  ordinary  forms  and  pass  the  bill. 
,kOn  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  July  14,  1848. 

The  .Tournal  having  beeii  read — ' 

Mr.  GOGGIN  rose  and  called  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  record  of  the  fact  that  he  yester- 
day moved  thatwhen  the  House  adjourn,  it  adjourn 
to  meet  the  succeeding  day  at  ten  o'clock,  which 
motion  was  objected  to  and  not  received. 

Some  explanations  were  made  of  what  did  really 
occur,  and  a  conversation  ensued  thereon  between 
Mr.  GOGGIN,  the  SPEAKER,  and  Mr.  COLLA- 
MER,  and  the  House  refused  to  correct  the  Jour- 
nal; which  was  then  approved. 

Mr.  SLINGERLAND  asked  the  unanimous 
consent  of  the  Flouse  to  permit  him  to  make  a 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Agriculture. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  objected; 
and  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  House  on  the  private  calen- 
dar. 

THE  DISBANDEiy  OFFICERS  AND  TROOPS. 

Mr.  BOTTS,  who  had  previously  addressed  the 
Chair,  again  rose  and  said  he  had  yielded  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Slingerland,] 
and  as  that  gentleman  had  not  succeeded  in  ac- 
complishing his  object,  he  desired  the  House  now 
to  take  up  the  military  bill,  which  he  had  several 
days  attempted  to  get  before  the  House. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  consented  to  withdraw  his 
motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  that 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  might  make  the  mo- 
tion which  he  had  indicated. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said ,  then  he  desired  to  make  a  brief 
statement  to  the  House. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  inquired  if  that  bill  had  pref- 
erence over  the  other  bills  on  the  calendar? 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  had  not,  but  the  gentle- 
man fiom  Virginia  asked  the  House  to  take  it  up. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  he  desired  to  state,  that  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Military  Comn.ittee,  the  publicinter- 
ests  demanded  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and  that  it 
should  be  passed  promptly,  too,  because  it  was  ne- 
cessary that  it  should  go  to  the  Senate,  where  it  had 
to  be  acted  upon — and  it  was  possible  that  it  might 
be  again  returned  to  this  House — between  this  day 
and  Thursday  next.  If  it  were  not  disposed  of  in 
that  time,  some  forty  or  fifty  of  the  most  valuable 
officers  in  the  army  would  necessarily  go  out  of 
office.  The  object  of  this  bill  was  not  only  to 
retain  them  in  the  public  service,  but  to  provide 
three  months'  extra  pay  to  the  soldiers  who  were 
to  be  disbanded,  and  who  were  now  on  their  way 
home,  and  some  of  whom  were  being  dismissed 
every  day.  He  could  not  imagine  a  greater  injury 
to  the  public  service  than  the  deleat  of  this  bill.  If 
gentlemen  were  opposed  to  the  bill,  let  them  take 
it  up  and  vote  against  it,  and  not  get  rid  of  it  in  this 
side  manner.  For  the  nurpose  of  showing  where 
the  responsibility  rested,  he  would  take  this  occa- 
sion to  say,  that  liaving  made  an  ed'ort  every  day 
for  the  last  week  to  get  up  this  bill,  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afl'aii-s  felt  that  they  had  discharged 
their  duty ,  and  if  the  House  should  again  refuse 
to  take  it  u|>,  the  committee  would  make  no  further 
effort  ill  the  matter.  If  objection  should  be  now 
made,  he  would  call  for  ihe  yeas  and  nays  thereon. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  asked  the  honorable  chairman 
of  the  Military  Committee  [Mr.  Botts]  whether 
the  section  providing  for  three  months'  extra  pay 
was  HO  worded  as  to  include  the  first  regiment  of 
Texas  cavalry,  commanded  by  Colonel  .Tohn  C.  ; 
Hayk,  disehurgrd   by  virtue  of  an  order  of  Major  ■ 


General  Butler,  bearing  date  April  21st,  1848;  and 
also  those  companies  stationed  on  the  Texas  fron- 
tier.' * 

Mr.  BOTTS  replied  that  they  were  included  iti 
the  provision,  and  that  it  was  so  worded  that  they 
would  all  receive  the  three  inonths'  extra  pay. 

The  House  then  consented  to  take  up  the  bill, 
and  it  was  taken  up  accordingly. 

The  first  question  was  on  three  new  sections 
reported  by  The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  as 
an  amendment  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  JONEvS,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  was  opposed 
to  this  amendment.  He  was  also  opposed  to  the 
repeal  of  the  law,  or  to  the  suspension  of  the  law. 
According  to  his  recollection  of  the  slate  of  feeling 
in  the  House  at  the  time  that  law  was  passed, 
authorizing  an  increase  of  tlie  generals  of  the  army, 
it  would  not  have  passed  the  House,  except  with 
the  condition  that  they  should  go  out  of  the  ser- 
vice, and  that  the  numbershould  be  reduced  to  the 
former  peace  establishment,  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  Mexican  war.  • 

Again:  it  was  wrong,  on  all  occasions  and  at  al) 
times,  he  conceived,  to  legislate  here,  not  for  the 
good  of  the  country — not  that  the  public  service 
should  be  promoted — but  merely  to  create  offices 
or  to  continue  offices  when  they  were  not  needed, 
and  when  the  exigencies  of  the  times  which  called 
them  into  the  service  shall  have  ceased.  He  deemed 
it  wrong  either  to  create  or  to  continue  offices  fo? 
the  benefi^t  of  individuals  merely;  and  he  believed, 
further,  that  this  amendment,  which  would  su.^ 
pend  the  law  and  continue  these  generals  in  the 
service,  was  not  to  be  passed  because  the  service 
required  it,  but  that  these  officers  might  be  con- 
tinued for  their  own  especial  benefit.  The  amend- 
ment contained  a  provision,  that  if  any  vacancy 
should  occur  in  any  of  these  offices,  the  vacancy 
should  not  be  filled.  This  was  conclusive  to  his 
mind  that  these  officers  were  not  needed  by  thg 
public  service.  He  had  no  idea  which  of  these 
officers  would  be  discharged  from  the  service  under 
the  law  as  it  stood.  It  might  be  a  difficult,  a  deli- 
cate, and  a  responsible  duty  thrown  on  the  Presi- 
dent, but  it  was  one  of  the  incidents  of  the  high 
station  which  he  held,  which  was  thrown  upoi> 
him  by  the  Jaws  passed  by  Congress,  and  he 
should  exercise  it.  He  believed  the  President 
would  exercise  it,  if  they  let  the  law  remain  as  h 
was,  and  if  they  let  the  officers  be  reduced  to  the 
number  required.  He  hoped  the  yeas  and  nays 
would  be  ordered  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BOTTS  would  detain  the  House  but  a  very 
short  time  in  making  a  brief  explanation  of  th« 
objects  of -this  amendment.  It  was  his  purpose  to 
have  given  a  brief  explanation  of  all  the  provisions 
of  the  bill,  as  well  as  the  amendment,  that  the 
House  might  be  fully  in  possession  of  the  facts  of 
the  case.  A  different  course  seemed,  however,  to 
be  marked  out  for  him. 

Mr.  VENABLE  suggested  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  the  propriety  of  making  his  expla- 
nation at  length. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said,  if  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the 
House,  he  would  make  a  brief  explanation  of  the 
provisions  of  the  bill.  It  would  be  lecollected  that 
a  proviso  of  the  first  section  of  an  act  approved  the 
18th  day  of  June,  1846,  which  increasetl  the  num- 
ber of  general  officers,  provided  "  that  when  the 
'  war  with  Mexico  shall  be  terminated  by  a  defini- 
'  tive  ti'eaty  of  peace,  duly  concluded  and  ratified, 
'  the  number  of  major  generals  in  the  army  shall 
'  be  reduced  to  one,  and  the  number  of  brigadier 
'generals  shall  be  reduced  to  two;  and  the  Presi- 
'  dent  of  the  United  States  is  authorized  and  direct- 
'  ed  to  select  from  the  whole  number  which  may 
'  then  be  in  service,  without  regard  to  the  dale  of 
'  their  commissions,  the  number  to  be  retained,  and 
'  cause  the  remainder  to  be  discharged  from  the 
'service  of  the  United  States."  Under  that  act 
General  Taylor  was  appointed  to  the  office  of  a 
major  general,  and  Generals  Kearny  and  Twiggs 
were  appointed  brigadier  generals.  Some  four  or 
five,  perhaps  six  weeks  ago,  a  bill  was  introduced 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affaii's  into  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  repeal  so  much  of 
that  law  as  made  it  incutnbent  on  the  President  to 
dismiss  one  of  those  major  genei'als  and  two  of 
the  brigadier  generals;  for,jf  the  bill  should  re- 
main unrepealed,  whom  should  he  select  of  those 
distinguished  soldiers,  Twiggs  or  Kearny,  Wool 
or  Gaines  ? 

When  that  bill  came  frotn  the  Senate,  instead  of 
agreeing  to  the  repeal  of  the  law,  that  body  pro- 
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posed  to  suspend  its  operation  to  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1849.  The  bill,  as  thus  amended  by  the 
Senate,  was  ref&rred  to  tlieCommi<tee  on  Military 
Affairs,  and  the  committee,  believing  that  it  was 
not  the  purpose  of  the  House  or  of  the  other  branch 
of  Congress  that  these  distinguished  men,  who 
have  selected  arms  as  their  profession,  and  have 
rendered  gallant  services  to  their  country,  should 
at  the  end  of  the  wy.r,  in  tljeir  old  age,  be  dismissed 
from  the  service,  insisttjd  on  the  repeal  of  the  act 
of  184G.     So  much  for  the  first  amendment. 

In  regard  to  the  second  point,  it  would  be  found 
that  the  committee  proposed  to  add  a  section.  He 
would  explain  its  provisions.  By  the  act  of  the 
ilih  of  February,  1847,  which  authorized  the 
raising  of  an  additional  military  force  consisting 
of  ten  regimflnts,  it  was  provided  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  should  appoint  one  ad- 
ditional major  to  each  of  the  regiments  of  dragoons, 
a;rtillery,  infantry,  and  riflemen  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  taken  from  the  captains  of  the 
old  army.  Under  that  law,  majors  were  appointed 
who  were  necessarily  taken  from  the  captains  of 
the  old  army  of  the  United  States,  embracing  some 
of  the  most  vakiable  officers  in  the  service.  iVlr. 
B.  went  on  to  say  that  it  was  the  object  of  the 
committee  to  retain  these  majors  in  the  service; 
but  if  the  law  was  neither  suspended  nor  repealed, 
they  must  all  be  legislated  out  of  office.  It  was 
incredible  that  it  was  the  intention  of  Congress  to 
legislate  these  meritorious  men  out  of  their  com- 
raissions.  Some  of  them  had  received  commis- 
sions for  their  advanced  rank  without  a  knowledge 
of  their  appointment,  or  even  of  the  existence  of 
the  law  by  which  they  had  become  majors.  Their 
first  knowledge  of  it  was  the  actual  reception  of 
their  new  commissions.  When  these  were  re- 
ceived, they  had,  as  honorable  men,  no  other  alter- 
native but  to  accept,  or  to  submit  to  be  commanded 
by  their  juniors.  The  honorable  feeling  which 
animated  all  brave  men  it)  command  forbade  this; 
and  certainly  there  could  be  no  more  grievous  op- 
pression than  for  the  House  by  law  to  direct  the 
President  to  create  a  certain  number  of  majors  in 
tlie  new  corps  from  the  old  captains  of  the  army, 
and  when  he  had  done  so,  and  these  men  had  ac- 
cepted their  new  position,  then  to  legislate  them 
out  of  the  service.  The  object  of  the  bill  was  to 
prevent  this. 

JMr.  B,  here  read  a  list  of  those  sixteen  majors 
who  were  thus  in  danger  of  being  turned  out  of  the 
service.  He  stated  that  he  had  had  a  conversa- 
tion with  the  Adjutant  General,  with  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  with  General  Scott,  all  of  whom  as- 
sured him  that  they  were  among  the  most  valuable 
officers  in  the  service. 

Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  state  that  the  commit- 
tee concurred  with  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
in  regard  to  the  third  section  of  the  bill.  They 
were  opposed  to  the  discharge  of  the  quartermas- 
ters and  other  subalterns  there  mentioned,  believ- 
ing that  their  services  could  not  be  dispensed  with 
even  on  a  peace  establishment.  They  would  be 
required  in  consequence  of  the  cordon  of  posts  that 
must  be  established  to  protect  our  enlarged  fron- 
tier. These  persons  all  belonged  to  the  old  army, 
and  had  performed  valuable  service  in  the  war. 

As  to  the  fourth  section,  Mr.  B.  had  had  some 
perplexity.  Four  or  five  officers  of  the  old  army 
liad  been  put  over  new  regiments,  and  had  re- 
ceived new  rank  and  emoluments.  After  a  good 
deal  of  doubt  and  difficulty  he  had  at  length  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  they  ought  to  be  restored  to 
their  original  position. 

The  last  section  allowed  three  months'  extra 
pay  to  those  soldiers  who  had  honorably  served 
out  their  term.  The  Military  Committee  were  in 
favor  of  this,  with  one  proviso,  viz:  that  those 
should  be  excepted  who  were  absent  on  leave  at 
the  declaration  of  peace. 

In  reply  to  an  inquiry  from  Mr,  Cobb,  of  Geor- 
gia, Mr.  B.  made  some  farther  explanations  as  to 
tiie  ground  of  this  proviso. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  explained  that  the 
purpose  was  to  retain  the  promoted  majors  perma- 
nently, and  not  merely  till  the  4th  of  March. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  he  was  willing  and  anxious 
himself  to  retain  every  officer  of  the  old  army;  but 
the  Military  Committee  preferred  confining  it  to 
these  majors. 

Mr.  BOYD  opposed  the  whole  bill,  with  the 
exception  of  the  last  clause  granting  extra  pay. 

When  our  war  with  Mexico  began,  (said  he,) 


we  had  attached  to  the  military  establishment  of 
the  country  one  major  general  and  two  brigadier 
generals.  For  war  purposes  we  passed  a  law 
doubling  their  number,  taking  care,  however,  in 
the  mean  time,  to  add  a  proviso  making  it  the  duty 
of  the  President,  at  the.close  of  the  war,  to  reduce 
the  number  of  those  generals  to  what  it  was  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war.  Some  weeks  ago  this 
House  passed  a  bill  to  repeal  the  proviso  referred 
to,  the  effect  of  v/hich  would  be  to  retain  all  those 
generals  in  office,  the  fact  that  the  public  necessity 
no  longer  required  their  services  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding.  The  Senate  adopted  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  providing,  not  that  the  law  shall 
not  now  be  repealed,  but  that  the  President's  action 
in  relation  to  those  generals  under  it  shall  be  post- 
poned untiUhe  4th  of  March  next.  The  Military 
Committee  of  this  House  recommended  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  Senate's  amendment,  and  insisted  upon 
the  unconditional  repeal  of  the  provisio,  so  that  all 
those  generals  should  remain  in  office  during  their 
lives.  Thus  stood  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 
The  Senate  added  two  other  sections. 

For  war  purposes,  as  in  the  case  of  the  generals, 
and  for  war  purposes  alone,  Congress  authorized 
one  major  to  be  added  to  each  regiment  of  the  old 
army,  but  providing  at  the  same  time,  by  the  most 
unequivocal  enactment,  that  they  should  go  out  of 
olfice  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  the  same  pro- 
vision applied  to  each  of  the  officers  enumerated  in 
the  Senate's  amendment. 

Mr,  B.  need  not  say  to  those  who  were  acquainted 
with  his  course  here  that  he  was  utterly  opposed 
to  retaining  public  servants  when  there  was  no 
more  work  for  them  to  perform,  but  simply  for 
their  own  benefit.  With  him  this  was  a  cardinal 
principal  of  action. 

Mr.  B.  was  opposed,  not  only  to  retaining  the 
general  officers  who  had  been  added  for  the  war, 
but  also  those  majors  who  had  been  promoted. 
There  were  fifteen  majors,  two  surgeons,  twelve 
assistant  surgeons,  four  quartermasters,  and  ten 
assistant  quartermasters,  four  assistant  adjutant 
generals,  two  deputy  paymasters,  ten  paymasters, 
and  eight  musicians,  making  in  all  sixty-seven 
officers,  and  add  these  three  generals,  and  there 
would  be  seventy  officers  to  be  continued,  and  who 
had,  in  reality,  not  a  particle  of  duty  to  perform. 

The  bill  was  an  important  one,  and  he  trusted 
it  would  receive  the  serious  consideration  of  the 
House.  He  could  not  believe  the  House  would 
consent  to  legislate  for  individuals  without  regard 
to  the  public  service  they  were  to  perform.  He 
was  opposed  to  any  postponement  of  the  action 
of  the  President  in  dismissing  these  generals  and 
other  officers,  in  conformity  with  the  existing  lavv; 
he  could  not  believe  that  any  gentleman  here  would 
consider  it  necessary;  these  officers  had  not  been 
necessary  before  the  war,  and  they  could  not  be 
necessary  now  the  war  was  over.  Gentlemen  were 
for.  continuing  officers  without  men;  they  were 
providing  places  for  individuals.  He  was  utterly 
opposed  to  the  whole  proceeding. 

Would  gentlemen  avow  that  they  were  in  favor 
of  increasing  our  standing  army?  At  the  close  of 
the  war  we  should  have  an  entire  regiment  more 
than  we  had  before  its  commencement.  Before  the 
war  we  had  forty-two  men  in  a  company;  they  had 
been  increased  to  sixty-four,  and  it  was  recom- 
mended to  raise  them  to  one  hundred.  It  was  said 
we  should  need  more  officers,  because  our  frontier 
was  to  be  increased;  but  gentlemen  forgot  how 
many  more  privates  we  should  have. 

Mr.  B.  here  went  into  a  detailed  exhibit  of  the 
present  force  of  the  army:  the  result  of  the  whole 
was,  that  we  should  have  12,779,  exclusive  of 
thirty-five  officers  of  topographical  engineers.  We 
had  now  958  officers  in  all,  to  which,  as  he  had 
before  shown,  it  was  proposed  to  add  seventy  more 
to  be  retained  in  office.  He  was  dead  against  the 
whole  concern.  He  would  not  add  a  man  or  an 
officer  to  what  the  army  had  been  before  the  war. 
If  5,000  men  had  been  sufficient  to  achieve  the 
victory  of  Buena  Vista,  in  the  name  of  Heaven 
were  not  12,750  men  sufficient  to  keep  the  peace? 

He  should  vote  against  the  whole  bill  excepting 
the  last  clause,  and  that  needed  to  be  amended. 
He  was  willing  and  anxious  to  give  something  to 
the  soldiers;  as  it  was,  the  officers  got  most  of  the 
pay  and  all  the  glory. 

•Mr.  BURT  desired  to  say  but  a  few  words,  in 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky,upon  thefirst  section  of  thisbill.  Heshould 
confine  the  remarks  he  proposed  to  make  to  the 


first  section,  and  to  such  considerations  connected 
with  it  as  were  made  pertinent  by  the  observations 
of  that  gentleman.  He  [Mr.  Boyd]  had  chosera 
to  assume  that  the  object  cf  this  bill,  and  of  the 
Committee  onJVlililary  Affairs,  was  to  create  offi- 
ces for  individuals.  To  be  sure,  he  had  modified 
the  charge  by  saying  that  at  least  was  his  opinion. 
Now,  if  that  really  was  the  opinion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  (and  he  should  no!  doubt  the 
gentleman's  sincerity,)  he  was  perfectly  right  in 
voting  against  this  bill;  and  he  trusted  no  member 
of  this  House  would  so  stultify  himself  as  to  vote 
for  the  billj  if  he  believed  the  object  of  it  to  be  that 
which  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  said  it  was. 
What  was  the  fact?  According  to  the  showing  of 
that  gentleman,  we  would  have,  under  existing 
laws,  an  army  of  twelve  thousand  men.  If  they 
.took  the  suggestion  by  way  of  recommendation  of 
the  President,  we  would  have  an  army  of  more 
than  seventeen  thousand  men.  He  wished  to  ask 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  whose 
researches  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  he  presumed  had  given  him  some  in- 
formation on  thissubject  of  the  organization  of  our 
army,  what  number  of  general  officers  should  be 
provided  for  an  army  of  seventeen  thousand  men? 

Mr.  BOYD  said  we  had  had  but  one  major  gen- 
eral before  the  war,  and  another  by  brevet;  and 
that  the  same  condition  of  things  would,  as  far  as 
officers  were  concerned,  be  adopted,  and  would 
exist  at  the  close  of  the  war,  if  the  law  was  not 
changed. 

Mr.  BURT  repeated  that  such  was  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  President:  that  the  army  be  increased 
to  more  than  seventeen  thousand  men.  He  under- 
stood his  friend  from  Kentucky  to  be  content  with 
an  army  of  a  little  more  than  twelve  thousand  men. 
He  begged  to  know  of  that  gentleman  if  anybody 
ever  did  suppose  that  an  army  of  twelve  thousand 
men  should  be  commanded  by  one  major  general. 
He  begged  to  know  if,  in  the  organization  of  any 
army  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  it  had  ever  been 
known  that  there  should  be  but  one  major  general 
for  twelve  thousand  men  ? 

Mr.  BOYD  would  respond  by  inquiring  whether 
the  army,  before  the  commencement  of  the  war, 
consisting  of  eight  thousand  or  ten  thousand  men, 
as  the  case  might  be,  had  had  more  than  one  major 
general  ? 

Mr.  BURT.  Was  not  General  Gaines  a  major 
general  by  brevet? 

Mr,  BOYD,     By  brevet. 

Mr.  BURT.  Was  he  not  receiving  the  pay  and 
emoluments  and  holding  the  rank  of  a  major  gen- 
eral ? 

Mr.  BOYD  replied,  while  he  was  actually  per- 
forming the  dutiesof  majorgeneral  perhapshe  was 
receiving  his  salary. 

Mr.  BURT  believed  the  number  of  the  prmy 
before  the  war  with  Mexico  did  not  exceed  7,000 
men,  and  we  had  two  major  generals  and  several 
brigadier  generals.  To  be  sure,  (hey  did  not  all 
hold  the  commission  of  brigadier  and  major  gen- 
erals, but  some  of  them  held  the  rank  by  brevet; 
and  why  were  those  officers  brevetted  which  Con- 
gress had  refused  for  the  army  by  not  authorizing 
the  appointment  of  officers  of  that  grade?  He  un- 
dertook to  say  that  in  no  country,  of  whose  mili- 
tary history  we  had  any  information  whatever, 
was  there  an  army  to  be  found  with  less  than  one 
major  general  to  every  4,000,  and  one  brigadier 
general  for  every  2,000  men.  That  was  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  organization  of  the  army  in  every 
country;  it  had  been  so  in  this.  The  gentleman 
insisted  that  this  bill  was  to  create  a  place  for  indi- 
viduals, and  to  create  officers  without  men.  Now, 
he  trusted  the  gentleman  saw  that  his  statement 
had  been  inconsiderately  made,  without  reference 
to  facts  which  were  to  be  found  in  our  own  his- 
tory, and  which  neither  he  nor  any  one  else  would 
for  a  moment  endeavor  to  controvert.  He  trusted 
that  the  gentleman  would  see— he  should  see,  at 
least— that  this  House  was  not  to  be  f^rightened 
from  its  propriety  by  denunciations  and  declara- 
tions of  that  kind. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
should  remember  that  we  were  now  making  a  mili- 
tary peace  establishment;  and  he  asked  that  gen- 
tleman if,  upon  referring  to  the  history  of  our  own 
country,  it  would  not  be  found  that  every  military 
peace  establishment  had  been  composed  of  an  im- 
mense disproportion  of  officers  to  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  army?  And  he  asked  the  gentlcniMn  further,  if 
his  own  good  sense,  which  he  know  the  gentleman 


934 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


July  14, 


possessed  so  much  of,  did  not  teach  him  that  a 
man  was  profoundly  i<:;norant  of  the  principles  on 
which  «  mititrtry  peace  establishment  siiould  be 
made,  who  did  not  see  that  there  must  necessarily 
be  a  great  disproportion  of  officers  lo  the  rank  and 
file?  It  was  the  object,  in  a  military  peace  estab- 
lishment, to  preserve  the  skeleton  of  an  army, 
snch  as  mixht  be  filled  out  without  impairing  the 
efficiency  of  the  force.  It  could  only  be  done  by 
having  the  requisite  complement  of  officers,  what- 
ever might  be  the  number  of  the  rank  and  file.  If 
it  was  desired  to  increase  the  army,  it  was  not  to 
be  done  by  the  addition  of  new  corps,  but  simply 
by  filling  up  the  rank  and  file,  and  having  them 
under  the  command  oi'  experienced  officers.  He 
would  ask,  to  what  was  the  country  indebted  for 
that  glorious  victory  of  Buena  Vista.'  It  was  to 
the  officers,  those  who  directed  the  energy  and  the 
bravery  of  the  troops.  Suppose 'our  army  there 
had  been  under  the  command  of  our  militia  and 
volunteerofficers,  unaided  by  these  regular  officers, 
did  any  man  doubt  that  a  most  inglorious  defeat 
of  our  arms  jiiust  have  been  the  result  of  that  day.' 
Mr.  BOYD  thought  the  volunteers  did  their  full 
part — officers  and  men. 

Mr.  BURT  cheerfully  admitted  this,  and  gave, 
full  credit  to  the  volunteers  for  their  indomitable 
courage  and  gallantry;  but  who  selected  their  field 
of  battle  .'  That  was  the  great  merit  of  the  field  of 
Buena  Vista .'  He  asked  who  selected  the  field 
on  which  that  great  battle  was  to  be  fought? 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  said,  the  question  of  the 
selection  of-the  field  of  Buena  Vista  was  one  that 
had  been  much  discus.sed  in  the  public  pi'ess  since 
the  time  the  battle  was  fought.  The  friends  of  one 
of  the  officers  of  the  regular  army.  General  Wool, 
liad  claimed  that  he  selected  that  field.  He  could 
slate,  for  the  information  of  the  gentleman  and  the 
House,  the  facts  as  they  occurred,  so'  far  as  he 
knew  them  and  believed  them  to  be  material,  and 
gentlemen  could  draw  their  own  inferences.  In 
January,  befdre  that  battle  was  fought,  the  regi- 
ment to  which  he  belonged  was  placetl  in  advance 
of  all  others.  Colonel  Hardin  sent  forward  to  the 
pass,  where  the  battle  was  suljsequently  fought,  a 
battalion,  under  Major  Warren,  of  the  same  regi- 
ment, and  placed  it  at  the  pass,  which  formed  the 
key  of  the  position,  intending  to  advance  his  regi- 
ment to  that  point  in  the  event  of  a  battle.  These 
were  the  first  of  our  troops  that  occupied  that 
place. 

Early  in  February,  General  Taylor  assumed  the 
command,  and  advanced  the  whole  of  the  troops, 
except  a  garrison  for  Saltillo,  to  Agua  Nueva.    On 
the  morning  of  the  21st  February — as  he  (Mr.  R.) 
understood,  for  the  purpose  of  being  near  our  sup- 
plies, which  were  at  Saltillo — the  army  retired  to- 
wards Saltillo,  leaving  two  regiments — the  Arkan- 
sas and  the  Kentucky  cavalry — at  Agua  Nueva. 
At  Encantada, eight  or  ten  miles  from  Agua  Nueva, 
C(jlonel  McKee's  reijiment   halted.     Three  miles 
from  that  point,  at  the  pass,  where  Warren's  bat- 
talion had  been  stationed,  Colonel  Hardin  obtained 
leave  to  halt  his  regiment.     During  that  night  the 
regiment  that  had  been  left  at  Encantada  and  Agua 
Nueva  retired  from  their  positions  and  fell  back  to 
General  Wool's  jio.sition,  two  miles  in  the  rear  of 
Colonel  Hardin,  leaving  him  at  the  advance  po- 
sition, where  the  battle  was   fought.     During  the 
night  of  the  21st  and  the  morning  of  the  22d,  the 
first  Illinois  regiment, under  Colonel  Hardin,  forti- 
fied that  position.     It  was  the  point  to  he  first  as- 
sailed, the  point  from  which  the  enemy  were  first 
driven — a  point  in  which  we  lost  not  a  single  man. 
In   the  contest   between    Colonel   Hardin,   or  the 
friends  of  Colonel  Hardin,  and  General  Wool,  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  that  position  was 
selected  and  fortified  by  Colonel  Hardin.     On  the 
morning  of  the  22d   of  I'Vlnuary,  before  cither  of 
the  (renerni   officers  came  upon  the  field.  Colonel 
Hardin,  after  passing  over  ilic  entire  ground,  re- 
turned and  8>id  to  General  Wool,  in  his  (Mr.  R.'s) 
preaence,  tlrat  it  was  necessary  thai  a  position  at 
the  foot  of  the  mountain  on  the  left  should  be  for- 
tified.    Officers  were  sent  out  to  view  that  i)orlion 
of  the  ground;  they  returned,  and,  as  In;  under- 
stood, reported   that  the  ravines  were  impassable 
for  cannon;  that  the  enemy  never  could  do  our 
troops  great  injury  there,  utdess  they  could  bring 
their  artillery  with  them.     The  battle  commenced 
on  the  22d;  on  the  morning  of  the  2.3d,  at  the  very 
position  whore  Colonel  Hardin  insisted  that  troops 
should  be  Hcnt  and  posted,  the  eneiny  turned  our 
flank,  uiid  we  received  great  damage.     It  was  due 


that  he  should  state  that  the  selection  and  fortifica- 
tion of  a  field  was  done  by  officers  whose  particu- 
lar duty  it  was.  Tlie  means  by  which  the  enemy 
advanced  their  artillery  was  by  throwing  the  heavy 
timbers,  which  they  brought  along  for  the  purpose 
of  mounting  their  cannon,  across  these  ravines — a 
fact  which  could  not  have  been  anticipated  by  those 
officers  who  reconnoitered  the  field.  There  was 
no  timber  in  the  neighborhood,  no  trees  ofany  sort, 
by  which,  unless  they  had  brought  their  timbers, 
they  could  have  sent  their  artillery  across  the 
ravines. 

While  he  was  on  the  floor  he  desired  to  refer  to 
another  matter,  in  which  injustice  had  been  done 
to  the  memory  of  one  who  was  no  more.  After  the 
death  of  Colonel  Hardin,  it  had  been  said  that  the 
last  charge  of  the  battle  of  Buena  Vista  was  the  re- 
sult of  a  conference  between  Colonel  Hardin  and 
Colonel  Clay;  that  Colonel  McKce  opposed  the 
move.  This  was  incorrect.  By  reference  lo  the  offi- 
cial report  of  Colonel  Wealherford,  it  would  be 
seen  that  Colonel  Hardin  was  ordered  to  make  the 
charge  by  Captain  Chilton,  on^of  the  aids.  That 
order  was  given  in  his  (.Mr.  R.'s)  presence,  as 
also  in  the  presence  of  Captain  Robertson,  Lieu- 
tenants Myers,  Erwin,  and  Wallace,  and  others. 
In  compliance  with  that  order.  Colonel  Hardin 
advanced  the,  battalion  some  distance,  where  he 
engaged  an  enemy  that  till  then  had  been  unob- 
served by  him,  concealed  in  one  of  the  ravines. 
After  fighting  for  some  minutes,  Colonel  Bissell 
came  up  with  his  regiment  and  formed  upon  his 
right.  Subsequently,  Colonel  McKee  formed,  or 
partly  so,  upon  Bissell 's  right.  Our  forces  were 
overpowered  by  immense  numbers, ourlinesforced, 
and  the  nation  mourns  the  loss  of  that  desperate 
conflict.  He  made  that  statement  in  justice  to  the 
memory  of  the  lamented  Colonel  Hardin. 

Mr.  BURT  continued.  Those  who  knew  him 
knew  he  was  utterly  incapable  of  doing  injustice 
to  the  gallantry  and  valor  of  the  lamented  dead. 
He  knew  too  much  of  the  history  of  this  Mexic^tn 
war;  he  should  forget  he  was  a  South  Carolinian, 
that  his  own  State  had  a  regiment  in  that  war,  be- 
fore he  could  do  injustice  to  any  of  our  brave  vol- 
unteers. But  he  would  ask  if  the  valor  of  our 
volunteers  would  not  have  been  fruitless  without 
this  corps  of  officers  to  direct  it.'  He  said  that  the 
corps  of  staff  officers  who,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  had  said,  reconnoitered  and  selected  the 
ground  of  Buena  Vista — that  corps  whom  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  seemed  to  regard  as  offi- 
cers without  men — yes,  that  corps  of  engineers 
had  earned  as  high  a  title  to  the  glories  of  that  war 
as  any  corps  that  was  in  it.  There  were  men  in 
that  corps  who,  upon  his  conscience,  he  believed 
deserved  infinitely  higher  glories  than  those  men 
who  had  won  high  office  in  the  line. 

Mr.  BOYD  disavowed  totally  any  intention  to 
derogate  from  the  engineer  corps.  He  had  only 
enumerated  the  number  of  officers  in  that' corps  as 
forming  a  part  of  the  grand  total  of  the  officers  of 
the  army. 

Mr.  BURT  was  very  glad  to  hear  that  the  gen- 
tleman did  not  intend  to  convey  the  full  meaning 
of  the  language  he  had  used  in  talking  about  offi- 
cers and  men.  It  did  happen  that  some  of  these 
corps  consisted  of  officers  entirely. 

But  to  return  to  the  point  from  which  he  had 
been  led  by  the  reinarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Il- 
linois. The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  had  pro- 
posed that  we  should  have  an  army  of  12,000  men. 
He  (Mr.  B.)said  that  an  army  of  that  number  had 
always  been  commanded  by  two  major  generals. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  of  181*2,  the  peace  estab- 
lishment was  fixed  at  10,000  men,  and  there  were 
authorized  by  the  act  of  March,  1815,  two  major 
generals  and  four  biigadier  generals  to  command 
an  army  in  time  of  |ieace  of  10,000  men.  Well, 
our  army  of  over  10,000  men  would  now  be  dis- 
tributed not  only  through  the  United  States,  but  in 
Oregon,  in  California,  and  in  New  Mexico.  We 
had  received  into  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
immense  hordes  of  savage,  warlike  Indians,  in 
Now  Mexico  and  California,  and  he  asked  any 
gentleman  who  proposed  to  reduce  this  army,  why 
it  was,  if  10,000  troops  were  required  in  iBlf),  that 
as  large  a  number  of  troops  as  recommended  by 
the  President  were  not  necessary,  and  at  least  the 
same  number  of  general  officers? 

But  there  was  another  view  of  this  subject  whifth 
he  was  not  willing  to  admit,  and  of  which  he  was 
prepared  lo  lake  his  full  share  of  the  respon.iibility. 
It  was  known  to  this  Congress  and  to  the  country 


that  Zachary  Taylor  was  made  a  major  general 
without  his  knowledge  or  consent.  After  those 
splendid  battles'of  the  Rio  Grande,  the  universal 
voice  of  the  American  people  demanded  that  he 
should  be  a  major  general.  He  well  knew,  as  dici 
his  friend  from  Kentucky,  that  that  office  was- 
tendered  to  -General  Taylor  by  the  President,  in 
obedience  to  the  will  of  his  coonti-ymen,  and  seni 
to  General  Taylor  without  his  knowledge  or  with- 
out his  asking  for  it.  He  had  never  heard  that 
General  Taylor  had  asked  foran  office  of  any  kind. 
He  asked  that  gentleman  if  he  was  willing  that 
Zachary  Taylor,  who  was  promoted  to  be  a  major 
general  under  these  circumstances,  should  be  dis- 
missed at  the  close  of  the  war  as  a  supernumerary, 
as  an  incumbrance  on  the  army  of  the  United 
States?  It  must  fall  on  him  if  this  law  was  not 
passed  in  some  form.  He  said  to  this  House,  if 
the  President  did  his  duty,  if  he  did  not  an  act  of 
inexpressible  meanness,  hewould  dismiss  Generals 
Twiggs  and  Kearny.  Generals  Gaines  and  Woo! 
were  their  seniors,  and  he  said  the  President  dare- 
not  dismiss  Generals  Gaines  and  Wool;  hence 
Generals  Twiggs  and  Kearny  must  go  out  under 
the  law  as  it  now  stood;  and  he  asked  gentlemer* 
if  they  were  prepared  for  that?  Had  they  done 
nothing  in  Mexico  to  deserve  better  of  their  coun- 
try than  that?  He  trusted  that  the  first  section  of 
this  bill  would  not  be  defeated  in  this  way. 

Mr.  HASKELL  said,  that  independently  of 
considerations  of  public  interest,  he  felt  it  to  be  a 
duty  on  his  part  to  a  number  of  the  officers  whose 
heads  would  fall  unless  this  bill  was  passed — a 
duty  growing  out  of  the  fact  that  he  had  shared 
the  privations  of  the  camp  and  the  perils  of  the 
field  with  some  of  them — to  make  known  to  this 
House,  more  particularly  than  all  of  them  perhaps 
now  knew,  who  were  the  individuals  \Vho  would 
fall  unless  saved  by  the  passage  of  this  bill.  He 
spoke  now  particularly  of  the  majors.  With 
reference  to  Nathan  Boon,  he  had  not  the  pleasure 
to  know  him,  and  he  could  not  speak  of  him  par- 
ticularly. Next  on  the  list  was  Major  Philip  St, 
George  Cooke — a  name  familiar  to  this  House  as 
having  been  identified  with  the  operations  of  our 
army  in  California.  Passing  over  the  name  of 
Major  Crittenden,  an  officer  distinguished  in  the 
battles  on  Scott's  line,  he  came  to  Major  Thomas 
Childs,  an  officer  who  had  served  with  marked 
distinction  in  every  campaign  upon  which  he  had 
been  ordered.  He  had  been  three  times  brevetted, 
and  recently  brevetted  brigadier  general  for  dis-. 
tinguished  services  in  Mexico;  he  was  the  same 
officer  who  had  defended  Puebia  during  the  long 
and  arduous  siege  of  that  place,  and  who  protected 
the  rear  of  General  Scott's  army.  Passing  by  the 
name  of  Major  Porter,  of  whom  he  could  not  par- 
ticularly speak,  next  on  the  list  he  noticed  the 
name  of  Major  E.  S.  Hawkins,  the  officer  who,, 
after  the  heroic  Brown  had  fallen  in  defence  of 
Fort  Brown,  opposite  Matamoros,  assumed  the 
command,  beine:  the  oldest  officer,  and  continued 
to  defend  that  post  until  the  arrival  of  General' 
Taylor  from  the  fields  of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca; 
the  same  officer  who,  when  summoned  to  surren- 
der by  Ampudia,  on  the  opposite  bank,  sent  back 
the  cool  answer  that  lit  did  not  understand  Spanish. 
There  were  also  Major  Washington,  whose  bat- 
tery, with  Major  Bragg's,  at  Buena  Vista,  con- 
tributed so  much  to  that  achievement,  whose  glory 
had  shed  lustre  upon  our  arms,  and  adiled  so  much 
to  our  national  reputation;  Major  Sewall,  one  of 
the  defenders  of  Fort  Brown,  who  distinguished 
himself  by  his  activity  and  valor;  George  W. 
McCall,  with  whom  he  had  the  pleasure  of  a  per- 
sonal acquaintance,  distinguished  upon  the  fields 
of  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  do  la  Palma,  and  with 
whose  arduous  duties,  al)ly  and  creditably  per- 
f(n-med,  as  an  adjutant  general,  and  upon  the  staff 
of  Major  General  Patterson,  he  was  familiar,' 
Major  Lee,  an  officer  whom  he  did  not  personally 
know,  but  with  whose  character  he  was  well  ac- 
quainted from  the  representations  of  those  who  had 
known  him  and  had  witnessed  his  gallant  conduct 
in  the  field,  and  who  spoke  of  him  as  one  of  the 
most  meritorious  and  deserving  ofthe  officers  of  the 
army;  Dixon  S.  Miles,  an  officer  who  entered  the 
field  at  the  earliest  stages  of  the  campaign,  and 
who,  in  advance  of  the  army,  took  possession  of 
the  city  of  Camargo,  which  subsequently  became 
the  key  upon  General  Taylor's  line  of  operations, 
and  the  depot  of  the  Government  stores. 

Passing  over  Major  Green,  with  whom  he  had 
no   acquaintance,   lie  proceeded    to   name  Major 
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Bainbridge,  who  served  in  till  the  battles  from 
Vera  Cruz  to  the  city  of  Mexico.  Atid  last,  but  far 
from  least,  there  was  the  name  of  our  old  and  val- 
ued friend,  Major  Wait,  formely  of  the  2d  infan- 
try, and  now  major  of  the  6ih  or  8th.  In  reference 
to  his  particular  case,  he  wished  to  say  a  word.  It 
had  already  been  said  by  members  of  this  House 
that  some  of  these  officers  liad  not  only  not  aslced  for 
promotion,  but  that  they  had  received  it  without  a 
full  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  promotion  came.  Major  Wait  received  inform- 
ation of  his  promotion  on  the  eve  of  the  battle  of 
Cerro  Gordo;  and  then  it  was  he  first  heard  of  the 
passage  of  the  act  creating  the  additional  majors. 
Here,  then,  was  Major  Wait,  who  had  served  his 
country  as  many  years  as  he  (Mr.  H.)  had  been 
born;  who  had  devoted  his  life  to  his  country,  and 
had  now  reached  a  period  of  life  when  he  was  unfit- 
ted forany  otherthan  the  profession  of  arms; — here 
■was  Major  Wait,  with  a  commission  tendered  to 
him  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  by  vir- 
tue of  power  delegated  to  him  by  Congress,  because 
he  was  the  oldest  captain  of  the  regiment,  and 
stood  high  in  his  profession; — here,  he  repeated, 
-was  Major  Wait  in  this  position,  standing  in  the 
face  of  the  enemy,  without  knowing  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  law  was  passed;  and 
would  it,  he  asked,  consist  with  the  honor  and 
pride  of  a  soldier  to  refuse  such  a  commission,  and 
suffer  his  junior  to  command ''him  on  that  field.' 
No;  and  he  would  appeal  to  the  sense  of  justice  of 
Congress,  if  they  were  not  behind  the  spirit  which 
animated  the  people,  if  these  ofRcers,  after  having 
been  legislated  into  commissions  without  their  con- 
sent, should  be  legislated  out  of  the  public  service.' 
He  proceeded,  as  was  understood,  to  describe  a 
wound  from  a  musket  ball  which  Major  Wait  had 
received,  of  which  he  was  reminded  by  Major 
Gaines,  who  sat  near  him,  which  passed  round 
into  his  groin,  and  from  the  consequences  of  which 
he  never  would  recover;  and  he  again  asked  the 
House,  with  what  show  of  justi'ce  and  propriety 
they  could  legislate  such  a  man  out  of  the  service.' 
Were  they,  after  they  had  fought  the  battles  of 
the  country,  to  be  ostracized  .'  If  so,  they  mis'ht 
well  exclaim,  in  the  language  of  a  commander 
of  ancient  times,  "  a  few  more  such  victories  an(l 
we  are  ruined."  Well  might  they  say,  "if  we 
light  a  few  more  battles,  and  shed  our  blood  on 
foreign  soil  in  defence  of  the  flag  of  our  country, 
when  we  might  naturally  suppose  that  we  should 
receive  the  due  meed  of  our  services,  we  are  i-e- 
warded  with  unmerited  dismis.sal !"  This  Con- 
gress is  engaged  from  day  to  day  in  passing  laws 
giving  pensions  to  the  families  of  those  who  have 
fallen  in  battle,  and  with  the  very  same  breath 
with  which  they  ordered  the  treasury  to  pay  those 
rewards,  in  a  spirit  of  false  economy  they  were 
ready  to  strike  off  the  heads  of  tho.se  meritorious 
officers,  and  turn  them  adrift,  after  they  had  spent 
the  best  part  of  their  lives  in  the  service  of  their 
country,  and  when  they  were  unfitted  for  any  other 
than  the  profession  of  arms.  It  was  indeed  a 
strange  spectacle  which  they  were  presenting. 
How  different  was  the  conduct  of  the  people ! 
When  our  soldiers  returned  from  this  foreign  war, 
covered  with  laurels,  they  were  welcomed  with 
drums  and  trumpets,  and  colors  flying,  and  with 
processions;  they  were  greeted  on  returning  home 
v/ith  the  plaudits  of  their  admiring  countrymen. 
And  the  bodies  of  the  dead  who  had  fallen  in  bat- 
tle were  brought  back  and  buried  with  the  pomp 
and  circumstance  of  funeral  procession,  such  as 
was  never  seen  in  the  palmiest  days  of  ancient 
Rome.  To  the  dead  and  to  the  living  manifesta- 
tions of  the  feelings  of  the  people  were  shown  in 
various  modes;  and  yet  here,  when  these  old  men 
returned  who  had  bled  on  nearly  every  battle-field 
of  Mexico,  while  the  country  was  greeting  the 
brave  men  whom  they  commanded,  the  House  of 
Representatives  was  ready  to  greet  them  with  the 
guillotine,  and  to  sever  their  heads  from  their 
shoulders.  He  appealed  to  the  sense  of  justice  of 
this  House,  and  he  again  asked  if  theywere  not 
behind  the  spirit  which  animated  the  country.'  If 
they  should  allow  themselves  to  be  influenced  by 
such  a  spirit  of  false  economy,  he  was  sure  they 
would  not  receive  the  plaudits  of  their  constituents, 
nor  the  greeting  "  well  done,  good  and  faithful 
servant." 

Mr.  BOTTS  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  and  said 
Jie^hoped  the  Chair  would  require  gentlemen  to 
confine  themselves  to  the  amendment,  which  was 
the  question  pending  before  the  House. 


Mr.  HASKELL  said,  as  he  might  have  no 
other  opportunity,  he  desired  to  speak  fully  on 
this  subject  at  this  time. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  the  reason  why  he  made  the 
point  of  order  was,  that  he  was  very  anxious  that 
the  bill  should  be  passed. 

Mr.  HASKELL  said,  if  the  House  would  take 
the  question,  he  would  yield  the  floor,  and  not  say 
another  word,  except  it  was  to  move  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  BOTTS  explained.  He  did  not  wish  to  cut 
off  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee; 
but  he  had  made  the  point  of  order  then,  because 
he  preferred  to  make  it  on  a  friend  to  the  bill 
rather  than  on  one  who  was  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  intimated  his  desire  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

Some  conversation  ensued,  in  which  several  gen- 
tlemen took  part,  in  relation  to  the  effect  of  the 
previous  question,  which  was  terminated  with  an 
understanding  that  the  discussion  should  proceed. 

Mr.  HARALSON  appealed  to  the  House  not 
to  sustain  the  previous  question,  and  he  should 
object  to  the  question  of  order  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  since  there  had  been  so  much  dis- 
cussion, until  he  h&d  said  what  he  desired  to  say. 

The  first  section  of  this  bill  provides  for  the 
retention  of  one  major  general  and  two  brigadier 
generals  now  in  the  service.  It  repeals  that  sec- 
tion of  law  which  provides  that  one  of  the  major 
generals  and  two  of  the  brigadier  generals  shall  be 
dismissed  at  the  end  of  the  war.  Having  been 
opposed  to  that  section  two  years  ago,  there  was 
good  reason  why  he  should  be  anxious  to  have  it 
repealed  now.  It  had  been  said  that  some  of  these 
appointments  had  been  made,  not  only  without 
being  sought,  but  without  the  knowledge  of  those 
upon  whojm  theywere  conferred;  and  he  appre- 
hended this  would  be  found  true  in  regard  to  Gen- 
eral Taylor,  and  he  knew  it  would  as  to  General 
Twiggs,  one  of  the  brigadier  generals  who  was  to 
be  affected  by  this  law.  These  appointments  were 
made  shortly  after  the  battles  of  the  8th  and  9th  of 
May,  1846,  when  the  whole  country  was  anxious 
to  do  honor  to  those  men.  Those  appointments, 
then,  he  repeated,  were  conferred  on  them  without 
their  knowledge,  in  view  of  their  distinguished 
services  on  those  occasions.  General  Taylor  was 
elevated  to  the  rank  of  major  general,  and  placed 
side  by  side  with  General  Scott,  giving  place  to 
him  only  on  account  of  the  date  of  his  commission. 
General  Scott,  too,  partook  largely  in  the  recent 
war;  he  was  present  in  command  at  many  a  hard 
fought  battle;  and  could  this  House,  in  view  of  the 
distinction  which  these  two  generals  had  received 
with  the  people,  continue  that  law  which  would 
dismiss  one  of  them  after  the  distinguished  ser- 
vices which  thej;^  had  rendered  in  Mexico.'  To 
select  between  them  would  be  an  extremely  deli- 
cate act;  and,  therefore,  Congress  should  repeal 
the  law,  and  these  tvC'o  generals  should  be  left  in 
the  public  service.  He  repeated  that  the  task  of 
selecting  between  them  would  be  a  very  delicate 
one  for  the  President  to  perform,  and  it  could  not 
be  performed  with  satisfaction  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  He  hoped  there  would  be  no  dis- 
tinction made  between  them  on  their  return  from 
the  battle-fields  of  Mexico,  and  that  neither  of  them 
would  be  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United 
States.  Why,  these  officers  had  been  in  the  pub- 
lic service  thirty  or  forty  years,  and  should  they 
now  be  discharged.'  He  hoped  not  a  vote  would 
be  given  in  this  Flouse  to  retain  that  law. 

But  again:  that  law  was  equally  hard  on  the 
brigadier  generals,  some  of  whom  were  in  the  ser- 
vice during  the  war  of  1812 — 1815.  One  of  those 
brigadier  generals,  to  whom  he  particularly  allu- 
ded, was  in  the  service  at  that  period,  and  he  had 
never  since  been  disconnected  with  the  American 
army.  Arms  were  his  profession,  and  he  ought 
not  now  to  be  driven  into  retirement.  General 
Gaines  was  another  of  those  who  were  to  be  af- 
fected by  this  law.  He  had  spent  a  lifetime  in  the 
service  of  the  country,  and  why  should  he  now 
be  put  out  of  the  service.'  He  hoped,  so  far  as  it 
would  affect  General  Gaines,  that  no  one  here 
would  raise  his  voice  for  the  continuance  of  that 
law.  General  Kearny  was  another  officer  who 
had  spent  a  life  in  the  service  of  the  country,  and 
won  glory  on  the  battle-field,  and  why  should  he 
be  discharged .'  He  asked  this  House  if  it  would 
discharge  any  of  these  officers  in  the  face  of  au- 
thority which  he  was  now  about  to  read.' 

He  then  called  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 


condition  of  the  country  at  the  close  of  the  war  of 
1812,  when  we  had  but  eleven  millions  of  people. 
In  1815,  when  a  peace  establishment  was  arranged, 
and  when  our  army  was  reduced  to  ten  thousand, 
there  were  two  major  generals,  besides  four  briga- 
dier generals,  retained  in  the  service.  In  order 
that  it  might  be  impressed  upon  the  House,  he 
begged  leave  to  read  a  section  from  the  law  of  the 
3d  March,  1815,  being  the  law  to  which  he  re- 
ferred. That  was  the  course  pursued  in  1815;  and 
yet,  in  1848,  with  a  greatly  extended  territory,  and 
with  Indian  tribes  in  a  hostile  position  in  Oregon 
and  elsewhere  on  our  borders,  it  was  seriously  con- 
templated to  reduce  our  major  generals  to  one,  and 
our  brigadier  generals  to  two,  with  a  correspond- 
ing reduction  of  men,  as  the  peace  establishment 
of  the  country.  Now,  in  no  view  of  the  case  that 
he  was  able  to  take  of  it,  could  he  see  any  reason 
why  this  law  should  be  permitted  to  be  retained. 
On  the  contrary,  he  saw  much  to  satisfy  him  that 
it  ought  te  be  repealed,  and  these  officers  kept  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States.  This  was  due  in 
justice  to  those  officers;  it  was  due  toihe  people 
of  these  United  States;  and  it  was  due  to  them- 
selves here  assembled  in  Congress,  as  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people.  Though  we  may  but 
retain  a  skeleton  army  in  time  of  peace,  each  of  the 
two  divisions  should  have  a  major  general. 

He  then  alluded  to  the  other  portions  of  the  bill; 
by  one  section  of  which  he  believed  there  were 
fifteen  majors  that  would  be  affected,  who  had  been 
elevated  from  captaincies  to  the  stations  they  now 
occupy.  It  was  not  from  private  life  that  they  had 
been  selected,  but  from  the  old  army;  and  this  fur- 
nished the  very  best  endorsement  of  their  worth, 
their  gallantry,  and  their  capacity.  And  would 
they  discharge  these  men  from  the  army.'  Should 
it  be  said  to  them  that  their  elevation  should  be  the 
means  of  sending  them  to  private- life,  and  of  de- 
priving them  of  the  profession  which  they  had 
selected,  and  to  which  their  best  energies  had  been 
devoted  .' 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  called  the 
attention  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to  the  fact, 
that  by  the  fourth  section,  provision  was  made 
whereby  these  majors  would  be  restored  to  their 
former  regiments  and  rank  as  supernumerary  offii- 
cers  until  vacancies  should  occur,  to  which  they 
should  succeed  in  virtue  of  their  former  commis- 
sion. 

Mr.  HARALSON  intended  to  come  to  that  in 
regular  oider.  It  was  not  a  section,  however, 'of 
which  he  approved. 

He  went  on  to  explain  his  views  more  at  length; 
but  the  debate  descended  to  a  conversation  on  a 
variety  of  subjects  between  Mr.  HARALSON, 
Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  Mr.  BURT,  Mr. 
McClelland,  and  Mr.  BOTTS,  which  was 
conducted  in  a  conversational  tone  which  did  not 
reach  the  reporter's  ear. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  next  obtained  the  floor, 
but  he  gave  way  to — 

Mr.  BOTTS,  who  expressed  a  wish  to  bring  this 
rambling  debate  to  n  close  As  a  means  of  doing 
that,  he'suggested  that  the  House  should  disagree 
to  the  Senate's  amendment,  and  then  that  they 
should  ask  for  a  committee  of  conference,  and 
thus  the  bill  could  be  put  in  a  shape  in  which  it 
would  pass. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  then  proceeded  to  address 
the  House.  He  said,  the  question  was  miscon- 
ceived by  the  House.  It  was  not  a  question  of 
turning  men  out  of  ofllce,  but  whether  a  war  es- 
tablishment should  be  continued  in  time  of  peace. 
War  broke  out;  an  increase  of  the  army  followed 
to  meet  the  exigencies  of  war:  these  exigencies 
had  now  passed  away,  and  the  army  should  be 
reoro;anized  to  suit  the  condition  of  peace.  It  was 
proposed  by  the  bill  to  retain  such  of  the  regular 
officers  as  "had  been  promoted  to  higher  commis- 
sions in  the  ten  regiments,  when  it  was  proposed 
to  discharge  the  rest  of  the  officers  of  the  ten  regi- 
ments who  had  been  appointed  from  civil  life. 
Why  this  distinction  between  men  of  equul_  and 
the  same  merit.'  The  promoted  officers  of  the 
new  regiments  had  notice  of  the  condition  of  then- 
promotions.  Was  it  not  unjust  even  to  the  reg- 
ular officers  who  had  not  been  promoted,  to  retain 
supernumerary  ofllcers  of  higher  rank  over  their 

heads.'  ,       ^        •     i 

The  question  was  not  one  merely  of  gratitude  to 
individuals;  it  was  emphatically  a  question  of  high 
state  policy,  and  should  be  determined  in  a  man- 
ner consistent  with  the  piiblicinleresls.     He  would 
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do  justice  to  all,  and  for  that  purpose  he  desired  ,] 
to  see  the  law  disbanding  the  army  at  the  close  of  |! 
the  war  suspended  until  the  army  could  be  reor-  i; 
eanized,  and  the  claims  and  merits  of  every  officer  : 
considered,  »nd  full  justice  done  to  all.  I 

He  was  opposed  to  large  standing  armies.  The  j 
events  of  the  Mexican  war  had  proved  that  the  | 
best  reliance  of  a  free  people  was  upon  their  own  | 
valor  and  patriotism.  Upon  the  breaking  out  of  j 
the  war,  thousands  of  men  had  leaped  from  the  ' 
bosom  of  society,  more  than  were  needed,  and 
offered  their  services  in  the  cause  of  their  country.  I 
They  had  fought  nobly  and  successfully.    ■  j 

He  called  the  attention  of  the  Military  Commit-  i 
tee  to  the  importance  of  providing  for  an  efficient  [ 
militia  system,  whereby  the  militia  of  the  States 
might  be  periodically  drilled  and  instructed  in  the  ; 
Jirt  of  war,  under  the  supervision  of  capable  Fed-  j 
eral  officers.     Such  a  system  would  dispense  with 
the  expense  of  a  standing  force  for  any  other  pur- 
pose than   to  garrison  necessary  forts,  and  to  re- 
pre.ss  Indian  hostilities  upon  our  borders. 

He  was  decidedly  for  the  provision  of  the  bill  i 
which  proposed  three  months'  extra  pay  to  the 
soldiers — the  men  who  had  fought  and  bled  in  the 
ranks. 

Mr.  McLANE  denied  that  there  was  any  de- 
sit^n  to  continue  our  war  establishment  in  time  of 
oeace.  Did  the  addition  of  two  or  three  general 
officers  to  our  old  army  convert  it  into  a  war  estab- 
lishment? What  was  intended  was  only  a  slight 
change  in  the  organization  of  a  peace  establish- 
ment. He  hoped  the  recommendation  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive would  not  be  wholly  disregarded.  The 
President  recommended  the  increase  of  the  old 
ivrmy  to  seventeen  thousand  men,  by  filling  up  the 
companies  to  one  hundred  men  each.  The  addi- 
tion of  Oregon,  California,  and  New  Mexico, 
would  require  at  kast  four  regiments  of  troops, 
and  these  would  of  themselves  need  one  major 
general  and  two  brigadiers.  He  contended  iha.l 
two  major  generals  and  four  brigadiers  would  be 
requisite  for  a  peace  establishment.  Brevets  were 
but  a  shadow,  and  gave  no  command  without  an 
express  Executive  order,  which  was  always  reluc- 
tantly given.  He  hoped  the  House  would  be  ac- 
tuated by  no  narrow  principle  of  mistaken  econ- 
omy in  its  action  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  McL.  reviewed  the  several  sections  of  the 
bill,  commenting  on  each,  and  replying  to  inquiries 
and  objections  urged  by  Messrs.  McCLERN  AND 
and  BOWLIN. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  he  had  received  an  official  com- 
munication from  the  Adjutant  General,  and  also 
iVom  the  Surgeon  General,  on  the  subject  of  retain- 
ing these  officers,  but  would  not  read  them  now. 
As  it  seemed  impossible  to  foresee  where  this  debate 
would  terminate, and  as  thepreviousquestion  would 
cut  ofl'  several  important  amendments  which  the 
Military  Committee  wished  to  propose,  Mr.  B. 
would  move  that  the  House  disagree  to  the  Senate '.s 
,  amendments  and  ask  a  conference.  On  this  mo- 
tion he  called  the  previous  question. 

The  CHAIR-stated  that  theeffectof  the  previous 
question  would  be  to  bring  the  House  to  a  direct 
vole,  first,  on  the  amendments  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  then 
on  concurring  with  the  Senate's  amendments.  The 
House  could, however, by  unanimous  consent, allow 
iiew  amendments  of  the  Military  Committee  to  be 
received  alter  the  previous  question  liad  been  sec- 
onded. Those  already  reported  could  not  be  with- 
drawn. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  put,  and 
carriecf,  and  the  main  question  was  divided,  and 
the  question  taken  on  each  amendment.  'Pliey 
were  both  negatived:  the  first  by  a  vote  of  ayes  3G, 
noes  102;  the  second  by  a  vote  of  a.ye3  10,  noes 
173. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  last  amend- 
ment, (which  was  the  third  section,  allowing  three 
monlh.s'  extra  pay  to  the  soldiers) — 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  he  hoped,  by  common  con- 
:)ent,  this  would  be  rejected,  in  order  that  it  might 
be  modified  afterward. 

Mr.  HARALSON  said  the  object  desired  was 
to  extend  the  provision  so  as  to  include  the  wives 
and  children  also. 

Mr.  BOYD  .said  he  could  not  consent  to  vote 
against  it  as  it  stooj;  and  he  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

A  word   of  conversation   ensued  between  Mr. 
McLANE  and  the  SPEAKER. 
Mr  HARALSONinquircdif  itwus  in  the  power 


of  the  Committee  of  Conference  to  agree  upon  such 
an  amendment  as  he  wished  to  introduce  into  the 
bill  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  there  was  no  limit 
to  the  powers  of  a  Committee  of  Conference. 

Mr.  BURT  inquired  whether,  if  the  House  con- 
curred in  the  amendmentof  the  Senate,  this  would 
be  a  subject  for  the  consideration  of  the  Committee 
of  Conference? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  BQRT  desired,  then,  to  say,  that  under  this 
amendment,  this  three  months'  pay  would  be  given 
to  a  very  large  number  of  troops  of  the  regular 
army  of  the  United  States  who  were  at  the  recruit- 
ing depots  of  the  United  States,  who  never  had 
been  to  Mexico,  but  who  had  enlisted  for  the  term 
of  the  war;  and  unless  the  House  prevented  it,  this 
body  of  the  troops  would  receive  this  pay,  while 
the  widows  and  the  children  of  those  who  had  died 
in  the  war  would  be  excluded  from  it.  He  sub- 
mitted, then,  that  this  section  should  be  sent  to  the 
Committee  of  Conference  that  it  might  be  amended 
as  manifest  justice  required. 

The  question  was  taken  on  concurring  with  the 
Senate  in  the  adoption  of  this  section,  and  dis- 
agreed to. 
"Mr.  BOTTS  moved  that  a  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence be  appointed  on  the  subject  of  the  disagree- 

I  ing  votes  of  the  two  Flouses.     Agreed  to. 

i      Mr.  VINTON  moved   that  the  House  resolve 

j  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 

I    of  the  Union. 

I  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  rose  to  a  privileged 
M  question,  and  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
j!  which  the  last  amendment  was  non-concurred  in. 

II  He  had  desired,  before  the  previous  question  was 
jj  adopted,  to  make  the  suggestion  that  this  provis- 
[!  ion  of  three  months'  pay  to  all  the  officers  and  sol- 
il  diers  who  had  been  engaged  in  this  war  did  not 
h  extend  to  the  widow  or  children  of  the  soldier  or 
'!  officer  who  had  fallen  in  the  battles  of  his  country, 

or  who  had  died  by  disease  in  the  service.  It  gave 
to  those  who  had  enlisted,  and  who,  for  a  dis- 
ability however  temporary,  had  been  discharged, 
this  three  months'  pay,  while  the  widows  and 
ehildren  of  those  who  had  fallen  were  deprived  of 
it.  Again,  it  did  not  extend  to  the  widows  and 
children  of  those  who  had  been  honorably  dis- 
charged and  since  died,  the  benefits  of  this  bounty. 
He  wished  the  vote  reconsidered,  and  should  move, 
if  he  obtained  the  floor,  an  amendment  to  remedy 
these  defects. 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table. 

Mr.  JONES  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted:  Yeas  64, 
nays  97.  » 

So  the  Flouse  refused  to  lay  on  the  table. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider, was,  after  some  conversation,  taken,  under 
the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  moved  by 
Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  and  agreed  to: 
Yeas  118,  nays  58. 

So  the  vote  was  reconsidered  by  which  the  last 
amendment  of  the  Senate  was  non-concurred  in. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  then  offered  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  to  the  3d  section: 

And  the  legal  heirs  of  such  as  liave  heen  killed  in  hatUe, 
or  who  have  died  vvliile  in  service,  or,  having  been  lionor- 
alily  discharged, hnvn  since  died, or  may  hereafter  die  witli- 
out  having  received  the  three  months'  pay  liereafter  provi- 
ded, first,  to  ttie  widows,  second,  to  the  children, and  tliird, 
to  the  heirs  generally. 

Respecting  this  and  other  suggested  amendments 
a  conversfition  ensued,  in  which  Messrs.  JONES 
of  Tennessee,  BOYD,  VINTON,  BOTTS,STAN- 
TON,  and  others,  took  part. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and,  under  the 
operation  of  the  previous  question,  the  section,  as 
amended,  was  concurred  in:  Yeas  146,  nays  9. 

Several  motions  to  reconsider  votes  taken,  and 
to  lay  the  motions  to  reconsider  on  the  table,  were 
made  and  agreed  to;  and  then  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  ./u;!/  14,  1848. 
Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  House  bill  to  reg- 
ulate the  postage  on  newspapers,  and  for  other 
purposes,  with  amendments;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DiX,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  the  bill  to  establish  a  collection  district  in 


the  State  of  South  Carolina,  with  amendments. 
[The  amendments  strike  out  the  collection  district 
in  South  Carolina,  and  substitute  one  at  Essex, 
Massachusetts.]  - 

Mr.  DIX  moved  to  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill,  as  amended,  which  motion  was  n"rreed 
to;  and,  after  some  remarks  from  Mr.  BUTLER 
against  the  amendments,  they  were  adopted,  and 
the  bill  passed. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Bar- 
ney, United  States  agent,  without  amendment. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  House 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Adolphus  Wislizenus. 

Mr.  BRADBURY,  from,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
E.  Doxey,  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Chas. 
Benns,  with  amendments. 

Mr.  NILES  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  audit  and  control  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Senate  be  instructed  to  inquire 
vvhetlier  the  contract  to  report  the  proceedinas  and  debates 
of  the  Senate  lias  heen  laithfully  executed,  and  whether  the 
same  has  answered  the  purpose;  and  if  not,  to  report  some 
measures  to  remedy  the  evil. 

Mr.  NILES  said  he  was  one  of  those  who  voted 
against  this  contract.  He  did  not  exactly  recollect 
its  terms,  but  he  believed  it  required  that  the  re- 
ports of  the  debates  should  be  laid  on  the  tables  of 
Senators  on  the  morning  after  they  had  taken 
place.  So  far  from  this  being  done,  they  were 
delayed  for  many  days.  Owing  to  these  irregu- 
larities, and  the  limited  circulation  which  Senators 
gave  to  the  publication,  the  proceedings  of  this 
body  may  be  considered  as  substantially  sup- 
pressed. He  observed  in  one  of  the  daily  papers 
this  morning,  that  while  the  report  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  occupied  many  columns,  the 
Senate  matter  was  condensed  into  less  than  half  a 
column.  Thus  we  have  arrested  the  voluntary 
arrangements  which  always  gave  our  proceedings 
to  the  world  before  this  contract  was  made,  and 
have  virtually  suppressed  our  debates.  He  had 
no  fault  to  find  with  the  accuracy  of  the  reports. 
They  may  be  valuable  for  posterity.  They  will 
afford  materials  for  the  antiquarian  and  the  histo- 
rian, but  they  are  useless  now.  The  session  is 
nearly  gone,  and  nothing  of  our  debates  is  kncwn 
to  the  country. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  hoped  the  resolution  would  lie 
over. 

Mr.  FOOTE  said  a  few  words  in  defence  of  the 
reporter,  on  whom  no  responsibility  for  the  delay 
ought  to  be  cast.  He  was  willing  to  furnish  the 
reports  to  any  of  the  daily  papers.  The  delays 
which  had  taken  place  were  attributable  to  Sena- 
tors themselves,  who  were  in  the  habit  of  with- 
holding their  speeches  from  publication  until  they 
had  revised  and  re-revised  and  corrected  them. 
This  explanation  he  thought  due  to  one  of  the 
officers  of  the  body  who  seemed  to  be  implicated 
in  the  charge  of  violation  of  contract  by  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut. 

The  resolution  was  then  laid  over  under  the 
rule. 

BRANCH  MINTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DICKINSON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  to  establish  a  branch 
mint  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  explained  briefly  the  reasons 
which  ought  to  influence  the  Senate  to  pass  this 
bill.  He  adverted  to  the  vast  amount  of  commer- 
cial business  transacted  in  New  York,  and  to  the 
quantity  of  foreign  specie  v/hich  flowed  in  every 
day.  To  convert  this  foreign  specie  on  the  spot 
into  American  coin  would  be  productive  of  the 
greatest  convenience  to  the  mercantile  interest. 

Mr.  BUTLER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting a  clause  for  the  establishment  of  a  branch 
mint  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  BADGER  was  opposed  to  the  legislation 
by  which  branch  mints  had  been  multiplied,  as 
calculated  to  discourage  the  recoinage  of  foreign 
coin.  He  saw  no  good  effect  which  had  been  pro- 
duced by  the  act  of  Congress  making  foreign  coin 
receivable  as  currency.  It  had  resulted  in  no  im- 
provement in  the  convenience  of  the  country. 
There  was  quite  as  much  reason  for  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment  as  for  the  passage  of  the  ongi- 
nal  bill.  The  bill  authorizes  an  outlay  of  ^425,0f0.* 
This  was   merely   to   begin   with— §200,000  for 
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Charleston,  and  |,225,000  for  New  York;  and  an 
additional  sum,  quite  as  large,  would  be  required 
to  finish  these  establishments.  We  were,  there- 
fore, about  to  incur  an  expenditure  of  abtiut  a 
million  of  dollars,  besides  entailing  on  the  country 
an  annual  cost  for  the  support  of  these  branches — 
perhaps  ^70,000  or  if^8U,000  yearly  for  the  support 
of  the  two.  And  for  wiiat  good  end.'  If  the  hold- 
ers of  foreign  coin  in  New  York  wished  to  have 
their  specie  recoined,  why  not  send  it  to  the  Mint 
in  Philadelphia?  There  could  be  but  two  reasons: 
the  cost  of  transportation,  and  the  expense  of  in- 
surance; and  these  could  not  be  great,  as  New  York 
■was  only  at  a  distance  of  five  hours  from  Phila- 
delphia. It  would  be  a  better  mode  for  the  Gov- 
ernment to  make  some  arrangement  on  that  subject 
■with  the  Mint.  We  were  about  to  make  a  large 
expenditure  for  a  doubtful  purpose.  He  knew  it 
■would  enable  New  York  to  erect  a  new  and  splen- 
did public  building  to  increase  her  magnificent  array 
of  marble  edifices,  and  bring  her  to  close  approx- 
imation with  a  city  of  palaces.  And  to  this  he 
had  no  objection,  if  any  public  good  could  be 
effected  by  it — any  great  advantage  in  the  way  of 
public  convenience. 

As  to  Charleston,  he  -would  have  no  objection  to 
extend  to  her  the  same  advantage  which  might  be 
given  to  New  York.  Our  great  error  had  been  in 
authorizing  these  branch  mints  originally,  and  into 
this  we  had  been  led  by  the  prosperity  of  the  gold 
mines  in  the  South,  there  being  no  facility  of  trans- 
porting the  gold  from  these  regions  to  the  points 
■where  it  could  be  converted  into  current  coin. 

If  the  New  York  branch  be  allowed,  so  should 
that  asked  for  at  Charleston;  and  then  where  is  the 
system  to  end.'  Applications  would  come  in  from 
all  quarters  of  the  country — Boston,  Norfolk,  &c., 
until  ourentire  seacoast  would  be  dotted  with  them. 
It  should  also  be  remembered,  that  the  President 
had  admonished  us  not  to  make  any  unnecessary 
and  undemanded  appropriations. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  said,  that  the  argument  as  to 
the  expense  would  equally  apply  to  all  public  edi- 
fices. As  to  the  utility  of  the  branches  at  the  gold 
region,  it  appeared  that  the  amount  coined  bore  no 
proportion  to  the  expense.  la  reply  to  the  state- 
ment that  persons  in  New  York  could  as  easily  send 
their  coin  to  Philadelphia;  he  showed  the  inconve- 
nience which  must  result  from  this  practice. 

Mr.  NILES  made  some  remarks  to  shovir  that 
New  York,  as  the  central  emporium  of  commerce, 
was  entitled  to  the  greatest  consideration;  and  if  it 
was  to  be  the  settled  policy  of  our  Government  to 
introduce,  as  the  American  medium  of  circulation, 
American  coin  which  should' be  received  every- 
where, a  branch  ought  to  be  established  there. 
The  operations  of  the  Government  there,  compri- 
sing the  collection  of  about  two-thirds  of  our  entire 
revenue,  which  is  all  paid  in  specie,  was  another 
reason  in  favor  of  the  measure.  The  amount  of 
specie  received  in  New  York  last  year  was  about 
twenty-four  millions;  and  if  a  branch  of  the  Mint 
was  required  anywhere,  it  was  at  New  York.  On 
the  subject  of  Charleston,  he  was  not  sufficiently 
informed  to  enable  him  to  form  an  opinion.  He 
contrasted  our  condition  in  regard  to  specie  during 
the  late  war  with  our  condition  during  the  war 
with  Great  Britain,  in  order  to  show  what  benefi- 
cial consequences  had  resulted  from  the  new  system 
which  looks  to  the  establishment  of  a  specie  cur- 
rency. 

Mr.  BUTLER  defended  his  amendment,  repre- 
senting a  district  in  South  Carolina  as  the  most 
valu'dble anywhere  for  its  gold  mines.  He  desired 
that  his  proposition  should  remain  in  the  good 
company  in  which  it  v/as,  and  could  not  yield  to 
the  suggestions  of  some  of  his  friends  to  offer  his 
amendment  in  a  separate  bill. 

Mr.  DIX  regretted  that  the  Charleston  branch 
should  be  attached  to  this  bill.  He  was  favorable 
to  the  amendment,  but  wished  it  to  be  separated 
from  the  other.  The  reasons  for  the  establishment 
of  a  branch  in  New  York  were  so  strong  and  obvi- 
ous that  he  was  astonished  to  hear  any  opposition 
to  it.  The  vast  amount  of  foreign  coin  brought 
into  New  York  is  doomed  to  lie  imprisoned,  u.seless 
for  the  purposes  of  circulation.  The  objection  to 
sending  this  coin  to  Pliiladelphia  for  rccoinage  was 
chiefly  the  expense  of  transportation,  which,  for 
gold  alone,  may  be  estimated  at  three-fourths  per 
cent.;  and  for  gold  and  silver  together,  about  one 
per  cent.  Emigrants  bring  in  large  amounts  of 
specie,  part  of  which  they  exchange  for  paper — 
taking  some  portion  to  the  West — and  this  goes 


very  slowly  into  the  circulation.  He  went  into  a 
statement  of  the  value  of  gold  for  exportation.  An 
ounce  of  gold  in  the  shape  of  sovereigns,  the  mo- 
ment it  touches  English  soil,  is  worth  £3  17s.  10j(i.; 
an  ounce  of  American  gold  at  the  Mint  is  estima- 
ted at  d3  17s.  9(1.  The  amount  of  specie  in  New 
York  is  about  eight  millions,  of  which,  three  mil- 
lions are  in  foreign  coin.  It  was  desirable  to  reduce 
the  amount  of  this  foreign  coin,  which  could  be 
only  effected  by  recoinage.  He  expressed  his  grati- 
fication at  the  change  in  the  tone  of  public  opinion 
as  to  the  operation  of  what  was  called  the  sub- treas- 
ury humbug,  and  that  his  friend  from  Missouri  had 
lived  to  see  the  dying  away  of  the  prejudice  against 
the  system.  He  spoke  of  the  expenses  which  had 
been  incurred  in  the  establishment  of  branches  in 
the  gold  region,  and  stated  that  the  cost  of  the  estab- 
lishment at  New  York  would  bear  little  proportion 
to  the  benefits  derivable  from  it. 

Mr.  BADGER  said  he  would  say  nothing  about 
the  sub-treasury  humbug,  but  would  confine  what 
he  had  to  say  to  the  Mint  humbug.  As  to  the 
great  amount  of  foreign  gold  accumulating  at  New 
York,  a  better  way  of  diminishing  it  than  by  send- 
ing it  to  a  branch  Mint  in  New  York,  would  be, 
for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  direct  the  sub- 
treasurer  at  New  York  to  take  what  foreign  gold 
might  be  offered,  and  to  give,  in  exchange  for  it, 
American  gold  at  the  same  value.  But  taking  the 
cost  of  the  freight  of  gold  from  New  York  to  Phil- 
adelphia at  ^4,000,  what  was  that  in  comparison 
with  the  expense  of  erecting  a  new  branch  of  the 
Mint.?  The  true  reason  for  not  sending  the  gold 
to  the  Mint  is  not  the  expense  of  transportation, 
but  because  the  people  of  New  York  profit  by  re- 
taining the  gold  coin  there.  He  suggested  that  the 
best  course  would  be  to  repeal  the  law  which  allows 
foreign  gold  to  be  received  in  payment  of  duties. 
Thus,  it  would  become  important  to  keep  Ameri- 
can gold  in  currency,  to  supply  the  use  from  which 
the  foreign  gold  would  be  withdrawn.  He  would 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  because  he  could  see  more  benefit  from 
an  institution  there,  than  in  the  proposed  branch 
in  New  York;  and  he  should  finally  vote  against 
the  bill. 

Mr.  DIX  read  a  letter  from  a  high  banking 
source  to  show  what  would  be  the  advantage  of 
the  establishment  of  a  branch  of  the  Mint  in  New 
York. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  adverted  to  the  increased  im- 
portance of  the  city  of  Charleston,  in  a  commercial 
view,  and  expressed  his  intention  to  vote  for  the 
bill. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was 
reported  to  the  Senate,  as  amended.  The  ques- 
tion being  on  concurring  in  the  amendment — 

Mr.  ATHERTON  expressed  his  apprehension 
that  we  were  carrying  this  fever  for  establishing 
mints  too  far.  He  did  not  think  the  branch  at 
Charleston  was  necessary;  but,  if  it  be,  he  thought 
the  branches  at  the  gold  mines  might  be  dispensed 
with.  He  hoped  the  amendment  would  be  brought 
forward  in  a  separate  bill.  He  would  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  concurrence,  and 
they  were  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken  on  concurring  in  the 
amendment,  it  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs!.  Badger,  Bell,  Benton,  Borland,  Breese, 
Butler,  Calhoun,  Camtron,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dickinson, 
Dix,  Downs,  Fuote,  Uannegan,  Houston,  Hunter,  Johnson 
of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Johnson  of  Georgia, 
Lewis,  Mason, Rusk, Sebastian, Turney,  Underwood,  West- 
cott,  and  Ynlee — 97. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Bradbury, 
Bright,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Corwin,  Dayton,  Dodge,  Felci), 
Fitzgerald,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin,  King,  Metcalf,  Miller, 
Niles,  Sturgeon,  and  Walker — 21. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed,  as  amended,  and  decided  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Benton,  Borland,  Breese,  Bright,  Builer, 
Calhoun,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Dodge, 
Downs,  Foote,  Hamlin,  Houston,  Hiuiter,  Johnson  of  Ma- 
ryland, Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Lewis,  Mason,  Niles,  Kusk, 
and  Sebastian — 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Atherton,  Badger,  Baldwin, 
Bell,  Bradbury,  Cameron,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Corwin,  Day- 
ton, Felch,  Fitzgerald,  Greene,  Hale,  Haniiegan,  Johnson  of 
Georgia,  King,  Metcalf,  Miller,  Phclps,.Sturgeon,  Turney, 
Underwood,  Walker,  Westcott,  and  Yulee — 27. 

On  motion  of  Mr".  BENTON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 
and,  after  some  considei'able  time  spent  therein, 
the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satuudat,  July  15, 1848. 

After  the  Journal  was  read — 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  by  the  general  consent 
of  the  House,  introduced  a  resolution  instructing 
the  Committee  on  Printing  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  printing  the  Land  Office  report  in 
answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  22d 
January,  1847,  known  as  the  Corwin  call. 

The  resolution  was  agreed   to. 

Mr.  SLINGEP>.LA?srD  asked  leave  to  make  a 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Agriculture.  Ob- 
jected to. 

Mr.  HUNT  asked  that,  by  general  consent,  the 
bills  from  the  Senate  lying  on  the  Speaker's  table 
be  taken  up,  read,  and  referred. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  objected,  unless  the  bills  were 
taken  up  in  regular  order.  The  joint  resolution  of 
the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  i^enewal  of  the  con- 
tract for  carrying  the  southern  mail  by  the  Poto- 
mac river  and  railroad  route  v/as  the  first  in  order, 
and  he  should  object  to  any  bill  being  taken  up  out 
of  its  order. 

Mr.  CONGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, reported  a  resolution  recommending  the  print- 
ing of  ten  thousand  copies  extra  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  on  the  memorial  of 
the  Chicago  Convention  and  other  memorials  re- 
specting harbor  and  river  improvements,  the  mes- 
sage of  the  President  assigning  his  reasons  for 
withholding  his  approval  of  the  harbor  and  river 
bill  of  the  last  session,  and  on  the  bill  authorizing 
the  levying  of  tonnage  duties. 

Mr.  WENT  WORTH  moved  to  amend  the  res- 
olution by  striking  out  ten  thousand  and  inserting 
twenty  thousand,  and  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table.     Disagreed  to. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered,  and  Mr. 
Wentworth's  amendment  was  rejected  and  the 
resolution  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CONGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, reported  a  resolution  instructing  the  Commit- 
tee on  Engraving  to  inform  the  House  of  the  cause 
of  the  delay  in  furnishing  the  public  printers  the 
plates  and  engravings  for  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Patents,  and  for  the  i^eports  of  Lieu- 
tenant Emory  and  Colonel  Abert,  and  to  inform  the 
House  when  the  same  will  be  delivered,  and  if  any 
action  is  necessary  to  facilitate  the  delivery  of  the 
same. 

Mr.  CONGER  wished  to  state  that  the  cause  of 
the  delay  which  was  complained  of  was,  that  the 
plates  which  were  to  accompany  the  letter-press 
had  not  been  furnished  by  the  engraver.  Theprint- 
ei-s  supplied  their  part  of  the  work  as  fast  as  the 
plates  came  in.  Months  ago  a  report  of  Lieuten- 
ant Emory  and  another  of  Colonel  Abert  had  been 
ordered  to  be  printed.  The  letter-press  was  fur- 
nished, and  had  been  lying  in  the  office  two  or 
three  months,  because  the  printers  could  not  get 
from  the  engraver  the  plates  that  were  to  accom- 
pany it.  He  desired  to  have  the  Committee  on 
Engraving  pi-esent  to  the  House  a  full  report,  so 
that  the  subject  might  be  thoroughly  understood 
by  the  House.  Were  any  members  of  that  com- 
mittee present  and  prepared  to  give  the  requisite 
information.' 

Mr.  ADAMS  belonged  to  the  committee,  but 
was  unable  to  state  the  cause  of  the  delay. 

Mr.  CONGER  said  he  understood  that  the  man 
who  had  got  the  conti^act  could  furnish  only  four 
or  five  thousand  copies  a  week.  Ought  not  some- 
thing to  be  done  to  correct  this  stale  of  things  .' 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded;  and,  under  the  operation 
thereof,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  by  leave,  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolvfd,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Printinghe  direct- 
ed to  iiiquire  into  and  report  to  the  House  the  cause  of  the 
di^lay  of  printing  the  "  War  Correspondence"  which  was 
some  time  since  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  desired  to  move 
the  following  as  an  amendment,  if  in  order: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Accounts  report  to  this 
House  the  entire  amount  of  the  funer.al  expenses  of  the  late 
Hon.  John  (iuincy  Adams,  and  also  repoit  the  items  of  the 
same  to  this  House. 

Mr.  Johnson's  resolution  was  objected  to  as  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  Stephens's  resolution  was  then,  under  the 
operation  of  the  previous  question,  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  moved  that  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
private  calendar. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  asked  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  House  to  take  up  a  bill  pro- 
viding for  paying  the  award  of  commissioners 
under  the  Mexican  treaty,  and  supported  the  mo- 
tion by  some  brief  remarks. 

Mr.  VINTON  replied  that  the  Government  was 
without  adollar  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the  Executive 
Departments;  and,  what  came  nearer  to  gentlemen, 
it  would  in  a  few  days  lie  without  a  dollar  to  pay 
members  of  Congres.s  their  per  diem. 

The  motion  to  go  imo  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  private  calendar,  having  precedence,  was 
first  put,  and  was  disagreed  to. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Root, 
of  Ohio,  in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  fortification 
bill,  which  had  been  returned  from  the  Senate 
with  an  amendment. 

The  Senate's  amendment  appropriated  $50,000 
for  Fort  Delaware,  on  the  Pea  Patch  Island,  in  the 
river  Delaware. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  it  would  be  recollected  by  the 
committee  that  when  the  bill  was  before  under  con- 
sideration in  this  House,  a  motion  was  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  J.  R.  In- 
gersoi.l]  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  |J100,000 
for  this  fort.  He  had  then  opposed  it,  on  the 
ground  that  no  estimate  had  been  received  from 
the  War  Deparitrient,  nor  any  data  given.  It  was 
voted  down.  The  Senate  put  in  $50,000.  A  very 
strong  recommendation  had  now  been  received  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  from  the  En- 
gineer Department  for  an  appropriation  of  jjlOO, 000. 
This  amendment  proposed  but  ;^50,000.  He  hoped 
it  would  be  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to — ayes  70,  noes 
58 — and  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  con.sideration 
of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  was 
resumed  at  the  section  appropriating  !^160,000  for 
the  coast  survey,  including  compensation  to  super- 
intendent and  assistants. 

Mr.  VINTON  rose  and  wished  to  be  excused 
while  he  expressed  the  hope  that  the  bill  would  be 
gone  through  with  to-day,  as  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  carrying  on  the  operations  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  SAWYER  moved  an  amendment  to  limit 
the  salary  of  the  su|)eriniendent  of  the  coast  sur- 
vey to  §4,000,  to  provide  that  hereafter  he  should 
not  hold  the  office  of  superintendent  of  weights 
and  measures;  and  further,  that  the  salary  of  the 
•  fir.st  assistant  superintendent  should  not  exceed 
§2,500. 

The  su|ierintendent  (he  said)  now  received 
§4,500  in  that  capacity,  and  $1,500  additional  as 
superintendent  of  weights  and  measures,  making 
in  the  whole  $6,000. 

Mr.  McClelland  inquired  if  the  gentleman 
was  not  mistaken,  and  if  it  was  not  tlie  fact  that 
he  received  only  $;j,000  as  superintendent  of  the 
coast  survey,  and  $1,500  of  weights  and  incasures.? 

Mr.  SAWYER  replied  in  the  negative,  and  re- 
peated his  stiitenient  of  the  compensation.  He 
wtt.s  opposed  to  these  extravagant  salaries.  He 
proposed  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the  superintendent 
of  the  coast  survey  five  hundred  dollars,  and  to 
provide  that  he  should  not  hold  both  offices.  He 
proposed  to  separate  them.  There  were  other 
good,  clever  fellows  anxious  to  have  the  place  of 
superintendent  of  weights  and  measures,  and  they 
deserved  it.  The  present  incumbent  was  a  gentle- 
man of  known  talents  and  integrity,  and  he  (Mr. 
S.)  believed  he  had  done  more  upon  the  coast  sur- 
vey within  the  last  year  or  two  than  had  iireviously 
been  done  since  its  organization.  This  coast  sur- 
vey was  costing  the  Government  too  much  money, 
and  he  made  the  prediction  that, if  things  went  on 
as  they  had  done  for  years  past,  the  end  of  this 
century  would  not  .see  the  coast  survey  through. 
It  was  to  last  through  all  time  to-  come;  that  was 
his  candid  opinion.  He  repeated  that  he  believed 
the  present  superintendent  to  be  highly  scientific, 
and  that  there  were  few  men  in  this  country  really 
qualified  to  fill  the  place;  but  a  salary  of  $4,000  1« 


deemed  amply  sufficient.  He  would  not  detain 
the  House;  he  had  discharged  his  duty  by  ofl^'er- 
ing  the  amendment,  and  it  was  for  the  House  to 
dispose  of  it. 

Mr.  McLANE  inquired  if  the  $4,500,  which 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  named  as  the  salary 
of  the  superintendent,  included  his  travelling  ex- 
penses ? 

[No  reply  was  heard  from  Mr.  Sawteu.] 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  upon  a  pro  forma 
motion,  said  that  none  of  this  appropriation  was 
for  the  salary  of  Professor  Bache,  as  superintend- 
ent of  weights  and  measures.  It  included  $3,000 
for  him  as  superintendent  of  the  coast  survey.  The 
amendment,  in  fact,  increased  his  salary;  he  re- 
ceived $1,500  salary  and  $1,500  travelling  expenses. 
Professor  Bache  was  specially  employed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  superintendent  of 
weights  and  measures.  It  was  well  known  that  a 
very  high  degree  of  scientific  attainment  was  ne- 
cessary to  the  proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of 
this  office.  There  were  very  few  men  in  this 
country  who  were  capable  of  it.  When  it  was 
under  the  charge  of  Professor  Hassler,  it  was  sup- 
posed that  nobody  except  a  foreigner  was  capable 
of  filling  the  office.  Then  there  had  never  been  a 
whisper  heard  about  the  salary;  there  had  been 
no  complaint  and  no  proposition  to  reduce  it.  He 
repeated  that  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the 
office  required  scientific  attainments  of  the  highest 
degree.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  of  opin- 
ion that  there  were  other  gentlemen  who  wanted  the 
office.  He  would  inform  the  gentleman  that  the 
office  of  superintendent  of  weights  and  measures 
required  a  still  higher  order  of  talent  than  that  of 
superintendentof  thecoastsurvey;  mostcomplicate 
scientific  calculations  were  connected  wit,h  it.  Great 
differences  had  been  discovered  between  the  weights 
and  measures  in  different  custom-houses  in  the 
country. 

The  CHAIR  reminded  the  gentleman  that  it 
was  not  in  order,  on  an  amendment  moved,  to 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  EVANS  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  difTerence 
between  common  field  surveys  and  the  coast  sur- 
vey, and  farther  to  s[)eak  of  the  high  order  of  sci- 
entific talents  required. 

Mr.  VINTON,  upon  a  similar  motion,  stated 
that  the  superintendency  of  the  coast  survey  and 
of  weights  and  measures  was  a  very  old  office,  or 
rather  that  it  was  not  an  office,  but  an  employ- 
inent  which  was  authorized  by  the  act  of  1807. 
That  act  authorized  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
or  required  him,  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  made  of 
the  coast  of  the  United  States,  and  to  employ  a 
competent  person  to  discharge  the  duly.  Mr. 
Gallatin,  than  whom,  perhaps,  no  man  who  had 
ever  been  in  public  office  in  this  country  more  com- 
petent to  decide  upon  a  scientific  measure  of  that 
sort,  had  fixed  the  compensation  of  Professor 
Hassler  at  $6,000.  It  was  not  an  office;  it  was  an 
employment  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
The  superintendent  was  not  appointed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  or  confirmed  by  the 
Senate.  He  was  simply  a  person  employed  under 
that  law.  This  salary  of  $6,000  had  always  been 
paid;  it  had  been  paid  during  the  whole  period  of 
time  that  Professor  Hassler  discharged  the  duties; 
and  at  the  period  of  Professor  Hassler's  death, 
Professor  Bache  had  been  substituted  in  his  place, 
and  had  continued  to  receive  the  same  compensa- 
tion, which  was  no  other  compensation  than  that 
originally  fixed  by  Mr.  Gallatin.    • 

In  this  connection,  it  was  proper  to  say  that 
since  Professor  Bache  had  been  in  charge  of  the 
coast  survey,  and  superintendent  of  weights  and 
measures,  he  had  devolved  upon  him  the  superin- 
tendence of  all  the  expenditures  connected  with  it, 
which  had  not  been  upon  Professor  Hassler.  Pro- 
fessor Hassler  had  always  refused  to  have  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  accounts.  Professor  Bache 
was  now  disbursing  $150,000  per  year,  and  for 
this  additional  duty  he  received  no  additional  com- 
pensation whatever. 

He  further  pointed  out  the  arduous  and  highly 
scientific  duties  of  the  superintendent,  and  argued 
against  a  reduction  of  the  compensation.  In  the 
course  of  this — 

Mr.  SAWYER  fully  conceded  that  the  superin- 
tendent was  doing  his  duty  well.  He  found  not 
a  word  of  fault  with  him. 

Mi;.  .T.  R.  INGERSOLL  renewed  the  amend- 
ment in  another  shape,  with  a  view  to  explain  a 
circum.itance  or  two  which  had  obviously  been  mis- 


understood. He  would  run  them  over  without  very 
minute  explanation,  which  might  speedily  exhaust 
the  moment  allotted  to  him. 

1.  It  was  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  work 
would  be  endless.  On  the  contrary,  by  accurate 
calculation,  unless  great  additions  were  made  to 
the  coast,  it  will  be  completed  in  fifteen  years. 

2.  The  expense,  both  of  money  and  time,  waa 
less  than  that  of  any  siinilar  known  work.  A  sur- 
vey of  the  British  coast  cost  much  more,  and  had 
been  thirty  years  in  progress  without  reaching  a 
probable  prospect  of  early  completion;  yet  the 
British  work  was  without  the  hydrography  which 
our  survey  embraced  in  addition  to  the  territorial 
triangulation  and  other  scientific  employment  in 
the  closet  and  in  the  field.  How  great  was  the 
exposure  on  the  ocean  might  be  judged  by  that 
calamity  which  deprived  the  country  of  a  most 
valuable  naval  officer,  the  brother  of  the  superin- 
tendent, when  he  was  lost  in  a  small  vessel  near 
the  coast  investigating  the  important  phenomena 
of  the  Gulf  stream. 

3.  Great  labor  and  constant  attention  at  all  sea- 
sons of  the  year  were  required.  Let  gentlemen 
visit,  as  I  have  done,  the  learned  and  scientific 
superintendent  of  the  great  work  when  he  is  in  the 
field,  as  he  is  for  more  than  half  the  year,  and  it 
will  appear  that  daiiger  and  exposure  by  land  are 
scarcely  less  than  they  are  by  water.  Near  the 
top  of  a  mountain,  distant  from  any  human  habita- 
tion, in  a  tent  pitched  under  the  brow  of  a  salient 
rock  which  crowned  the  eminence,  his  days  and 
nights  were  passed  in  cheerful  converse  with  the 
distant  earth  and  stars. 

4.  The  work  which  in  1844  was  extended  into 
nine  States,  in  1845  into  thirteen,  in  1846  into 
fifteen,  now  penetrates  no  less  than  eighteen,  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Bay  of  Fundy  to  the  heart  of  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico. 

5.  Much  of  the  labor  and  science  devoted  by  the 
superintendent  to  the  Government  is  without  any 
specific  compensation.  He  has  superintended  the 
researches  in  hydrometers,  and  in  sugars,  sirups, 
and  the  like,  in  reference  to  alleged  frauds  in  the 
revenue;  rewarded  only  by  tire  consciousness  that 
the  service  was  rendered  useful  by  long  study  and 
unhesitating  devotion. 

6.  The  employment  is  temporary,  occupying 
the  best  period  of  the  life  of  one  who  may  exhaust 
in  it  the  finest  energies  of  an  uncommon  intellect. 

7.  Thirty  parties  are  now  kept  going  instead  of 
fifteen,  as  in  1843.  The  whole  work  has  been  re- 
duced to  system  in  all  its  details,  from  the  taking 
of  an  astronomical  .observation  (the  measuring  of 
an  angle  or  a  triangle)  to  the  minutest  detail  of 
topography  in  soundings.  The  hydrographic  jiart 
of  the  work  has  had  new  method  introduced;  the 
astronomical  part  new  and  improved  methods  of  ob- 
servation and  computation;  the  whole  mathemati- 
cal basisof  the  work  has  been  recastand  improved; 
a  new  -apparatus  has  been  constructed  for  meas- 
uring bases;  the  whole  of  the  scientific  details  are 
under  a  control  which  is  complete.  I  have  myself 
heard  a  distinguished  astronomer  say  that  the  re- 
sult of  Professor  Bache's  eflorts  were  accurate  be- 
yond what  he  believed  it  was  possible  to  accom- 
plish. A  single  error  might  render  the  labors  of  a 
season  futile,  if  it  did  not  impair  the  whole  charac- 
ter of  the  work.  Could  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  most 
scientific  of  our  Presidents,  contemplate  the  present 
condition  and  near  accomplishment  of  this  great 
and  creditable  scientific  duty,  he  would  derive  infi- 
nite joy  and  gratification  from  the  fact  of  its  having 
been  first  suggested  by  him  more  than  forty  years 
ago. 

Mr.  HUDSON,  on  a.  pro  forma  motion,  stated  a 
number  of  facts  in  connection  with  this  subject  to 
show  that  the  salary  ought  not  to  be  reduced.  He 
showed  the  length  of  time  during  which  the  coast 
survey  has  been  prosecuted,  and  that  the  work 
had  been  very  greatly  improved  under  the  present 
superintendent.  Mr.  Hassler  was  not  prompt  in 
furnishing  maps  and  charts;  but,  under  the  present 
superintendent,  they  were  all  brought  up  and  pub- 
lished. Again,  under  Mr.  Hassler,  the  survey  waa 
limited  to  that  portion  of  the  coast  in  thi.s  neigh- 
borhood, but  Mr.  Bache  extended  the  survey  to 
the  coast  of  Texas  in  the  south,  and  of  Maine  in 
the  east;  and  by  his  alteration,  the  surveys  at  these 
extreme  points  were  executed  by  the  self-same 
force  which  was  employed  on  the  coast  of  Maine 
and  New  England  in  the  warm  sea.son,  and  on  the 
coast  of  Texas  and  Gulf  of  Mexico  in  winter.  By 
this  exchange  or  transfer  of  labor  the  most  favor- 
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able  seasons  of  the  year  were  taken  advantage  of, 
so  that  the  work  could  be  facilitated  economically, 
for  but  one  corps  of  surveyors  was  employed.  He 
begged  the  committee,  however,  to  understand  that 
the  present  incumbent  would  suffer  no  detriment 
by  being  discharged,  for  he  had  last  year  offered 
to  him,  with  a  salary  of  from  six  to  ten  thousand 
dollars,  the  professorship  of  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  which  he  would  have  been  em- 
ployed but  a  very  small  portion  of  the  year. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL.  And  a  small  portion 
of  each  day  during  the  year. 

Mr.  HUDSON.  The  present  professor  was  in 
the  field  a  large  yjortion  of  the  year,  making  obser- 
vations both  night  and  day  when  the  weather  was 
fit,  in  addition  to  the  duties  of  the  survey  and  those 
which  devolve  upon  him  in  connexion  with  his 
office  of  superintendent  of  weights  and  measures, 
in  relation  to  which  he  had  rendered  important 
services  to  the  Government  within  a  very  few 
years. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,  on  a  pro  forma  motion,  also 
made  some  explanatory  remarks.  If  they  gave  to 
the  superintendent  of  the  coast  survey  a  large  salary, 
he  put  it  on  the  ground  that  it  was  because  valu- 
able services  were  rendered.  If  they  should  drive 
away  this  superintendent,  he  was  satisfied  they 
could  not  easily  supply  his  place.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  Mr.  Bache  ought  to  have  |6,000  for  the 
coast  survey  alone.  He  went  on  to  show  that  the 
salary  of  a  disbursing  agent  was  saved  by  Mr. 
Bache,  he  being  his  own  disbursing  agent.  He 
also  spoke  of  Mr.  Bache's  resignation  of  the  Pres- 
idency of  Girard  College,  with  a  salary  of  |4,000 
a  year,  besides  house,  &c.,  that  he  might  take 
this  office,  and  that,  to  retain  it,  he  had  declined 
the  professorship  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Hudson,]  although  in  this 
office  he  was  in  the  field  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
year,  away  from  his  family.  He  made  these  sac- 
rifices because,  in  connection  with  the  coast  survey, 
there  was  some  fame  to  be  acquired;  but  he  wished 
those  gentlemen  who  thought  there  was  too  much 
paid,  to  reflect  on  the  duties  discharged  and  the  ex- 
pense incurred  in  the  prosecution  of  this  work. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  submitted  an  amendment  as 
a  substitute  for  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  which  he  believed  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  would  accept,  the  object  of  which  was  to  fix 
$5,000  as  the  salary  of  the  superintendent  of  the 
coast  survey  and  of  weights  and  measures.  He 
thought  ^5,000  was  an  ample  compensation  in  a 
country  like  this:  and  by  fixing  that  amount, 
$1,000  per  annum  would  be  saved.  His  amend- 
ment commended  itself  more  especially  to  the  com- 
mitee  when  they  considered  the  sums  paid  to  the 
Judges  of  the  Su^^reme  Court,  the  Secretaries  un- 
der the  President,  and  State  officers,  such  as  Gov- 
ernors, Judges,  &c. 

Mr.  NICOLL  desired  to  make  a  remark  in  con- 
nection with  this  part  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  refused  to  yield  the  floor.  He 
said  the  gentleman  from  New  York  would  have 
other  opportunities  to  ad^lress  the  committee.  He 
then  proceeded  to  comment  on  the  arguments  used 
on  the  other  side.  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Hudson]  had  told  them  that  this  officer 
would  not  be  injured  by  being  discharged,  inas- 
much as  he  had  been  offered  a  professorship  at  an 
institution  of  learning,  at  which  he  would  get 
$10,000  a  year  for  laboring  one  hour  a  day.  If 
that  were  so,  the  superintendent  ought  to  quit  this 
coast  survey  at  once,  that  he  might  accept  that  pro- 
fessorship. He  (Mr.  A.)  did  not  want  any  man 
to  sacrifice  liis  pecuniary  interest  by  remaining  in 
oflice  under  this  Government.  But,  again,  it  had 
been  said  that,  if  they  got  rid  of  Mr.  Bache,  they 
could  not  get  an<)ther  properly  qualified  to  succeed 
him.  If  they  could  not,  he  would  say,  abolish  the 
office.  He  could  not,  however,  concur  with  gen- 
tlemen in  saying  to  the  American  people  that  we 
had  not  a  single  man  qualified  to  be  Mr.  Bache's 
successor.  If  we  had  but  one  man  in  this  country 
capable  of  being  the  superintendent  of  the  coast 
survey  and  of  weights  and  measures,  that  one 
ought  certainly  to  become  a  lecturer,  that  others 
might  become  qualified  to  succeed  him,  when,  in 
the  course  of  nature,  he  might'be  no  more. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  explained.  He  had  not  said 
that  we  could  not  get  a  man  to  fill  the  office,  but 
that  we  could  not  easily  suf)|)ly  his  place. 

Mr.  ATKINSON.  Well,  in  that  case  even,  he 
hoped  Mr.  Bache  would  accept  the  professorship, 
that  others  might  be  prepared  to   succeed   him, 


otherwise,  at  his  death  or  resignation,  the  oflice 
would  be  abolished. 

Mr.  SAWYER  accepted  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Atkinson  as  a  modification  to  his  own. 

Mr.  STANTON  made  a  pro  forma  motion,  that 
he  might  say  he  believed  the  salary  attached  to 
this  office  was  not  disproportioned  to  the  labors  to 
be  performed.  He  did  not  suppose  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  intended  to  say  that  another  man 
could  not  be  found  to  fill  the  office;  but  that  the 
office  required  qualifications  that  were  extremely 
rare.  At  the  same  time,  he  thought  the  loss  would 
be  very  great  if  the  present  superintendent  should 
be  discharged  from  his  present  position,  or  any- 
thing should  be  done  calculated  to  drive  him  away. 
He  thought  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  might  have  that  effect.  Than  the  present 
superintendent  there  was  not  a  more  worthy,  dis- 
.tinguished,  or  capable  man  for  the  position  which 
he  held;  and  it  would  be  a  public  loss  if  he  should 
be  driven  away.  He  did  not  say  that  an*other 
man  could  not  be  found  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
the  office;  but  there  was  no  one  individual  with 
the  experience  of  Professor  Bache  as  to  every  part 
of  this  coast  survey,  which  would  be  interrupted 
to  some  extent  if  there  should  be  any  change,  and 
a  loss  of  from  $10,000  to  $20,000.  Professor 
Bache  had  not  only  great  scientific,  philosophic, 
and  mathematic,  but  administrative  ability,  and  he 
managed  the  great  work  with  great  economy  and 
success.  It  would  not,  then,  be  even  economical 
to  cut  down  his  salary  so  as  to  drive  him  away 
from  his  position;  on  the  contrary,  it  would  be 
wasteful  extravagance,  for  it  would  result  in  a  loss 
of  from  $10,000  to  $20,000,  and  perhaps  more,  in 
consequence  of  the  loss  of  his  experience.  It  had 
been  said  that  this  work  had  been  commenced 
under  the  auspices  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  one  of 
the  most  scientific  Presidents  we  have  had;  and 
he  hoped,  then,  that  the  work  which  had  been 
begun  under  such  auspices  would  not  be  interrupt- 
ed when,  it  was  producing  such  important  results, 
in  a  spirit  of  false  economy,  which  he  believed  it 
to  be. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Sawyer's 
amendment  as  modified,  and  it  was  rejected,  by  a 
majority  of  90  to  36. 

Mr.  VINTON,  by  direction  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  moved  an  amendment  to  ap- 
propriate $25,000  for  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
survey  of  harbors  and  northwestern  lakes.  Agreed 
to. 

Mr.  HUNT  submitted  an  amendment  to  appro- 
priate $89,800  for  the  building  of  six  revenue  cut- 
ters, to  be 'built  at  six  different  locations.  The 
amendment  contained  some  directions  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  respecting  the  mode  of 
advertising  for  contracts,  &c. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  raised  a  question  of  order  as  to 
the  admissibility  of  the  amendment. 

The  CHAIB.MAN  ruled  the  amendment  to  be 
out  of  order,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  incongru- 
ous and  not  germane  to  the  bill  on  which  it  was 
proposed  to  be  incorporated. 

Mr.  HUNT  asked  that  the  law  of  1789  might 
be  read,  which  (he  said)  authorized  the  building 
of  revenue  cutters. 

Objections  were  made. 

Mr.  HUNT  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  ruling  his  amendment  out  of  order. 

After  some  conversation,  the  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  sustained  by  the  committee  by  a  ma- 
jority of  71  to  45.' 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

For  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  survey  to  ascertain  the 
practicahility  and  expense  of  constructing  a  common  road, 
railroad,  or  ship  canal  across  the  Xsihinus  of  Panama,  the 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars ;  such  sur¥ey  to  be  con- 
ducted under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  hy  such  odicers  and  privates  of  the  army  and  navy  as 
raiiy  be  necessary,  provided  the  same  can  be  done  with  the 
assent  of  the  Government  of  New  Grenada. 

It  was  ruled  out. 

Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  an 
amendment  for  the  examination  of  the  Alleghany 
and  Sabine  rivers,  and  also  of  Little  Egg  Harbor, 
$10,000.     Ruled  out. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  moved  an  amend- 
ment appropriating  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  $100,000;  for  the  improvement 
of  the  Ohio  river,  above  the  falls  and  below  the 
falls,  $100,000.    RulQjl  out. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  took  an  appeal,  but  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  was  sustained:  Ayes  79,  noes  26. 


The  reading  of  the  bill  was  continued. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  an  amendment  for  the 
payment  of  the  clerks  of  district  courts  for  certain 
returnsfurnished  by  them,  under  the  order  of  Con- 
gress, showing  the  operation  of  the  late  bankrupt 
law,  $6,156. 

Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  fifteen  cents, 
as  the  rate  of  compensation,  and  inserting  twenty- 
five  cents. 

Mr.  H.  explained  the  ground  of  the  amendment, 
and  recited  what  had  been  the  action  of  Congress 
in  requiring,  after  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law, 
from  the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  complete  re- 
turns of  the  practical  operation  of  that  law,  the 
number  of  applications  for  its  benefit,  the  property 
returned  by  the  bankrupt,  the  amount  of  his  debts, 
and  various  other  statistics.  The  clerks  of  the 
several  district  courts  had  made  the  requisite  ex- 
amination and  prepared  the  required  return.?;  and,, 
according  to  the  customary  rate  of  charging,  the 
amount  of  their  compensation  would  average  $1  75 
per  day.  They  presented  their  bill  for  this  work. 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  concluded  to 
allow  them  fifteen  cents  only;  and  no  man  could 
furnish  an  equal  amount  of  labor  for  that  sum. 
Mr.  H.  had  made  some  examination  into  the  facts 
of  the  case,  and  would  say  that  mere  justice  re- 
quired the  amendment  he  had  proposed. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  Mr.  Vinton's 
amendment  allowing  fifteen  cents — 

Mr.  MILLER  moved  to  reduce  the  sum  to  ten 
cents.  This,  though  not  a  liberal  allowance,  would 
be,  in  his  judgment,  a  sufficient  compensatiorr. 
The  clerks  of  the  district  courts  had  made  in  some 
cases  very  large  fortunes  out  of  the  fees'  charged 
and  received  by  them  under  the  administration  of 
the  bankrupt  .law.  The  courts  had  largely  re- 
trenched their  bills  of  costs;  but  many  bankrupts 
attending  from  a  distance  had  been  obliged  to  sub- 
mit to  their  extortions  rather  than  incur  the  ex- 
pense of  delay.  Mr.  M,  spoke  more  especially 
of  the  state  of  things  in  his  own  State.  He  was 
opposed  to  allowing  these  men  a  •liberal  compen- 
sation, though  he  would  not  refuse  what  was  just. 

His  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  moved  to  strike 
out  fifteen  and  insert  twenty  cents.  The  argument 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  presented  no  valid 
reason  for  reducing  the  amourit.  It  was  based  on 
alleged  extortions  by  certain  clerks  in  Ohio.  Ad- 
mitting the  fact  that  such  exactions  had  taken 
place,  was  that  a  good  reason  why  clerks  who  had 
been  laboriously  employed  under  a  resolution  of 
Congress  in  preparing  public  documents  for  the 
use  of  that  House  should  give  the  public  their  ser- 
vices for  nothing? 

Mr.  MILLER  said  their  fees  had  been  very 
liberal  under  the  bankrupt  law. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  What  if  they  had  ?  Those 
fees  were  paid  them  for  work  done  otherwise,  and 
not  for  the  special  duty  of  making  these  returns. 
These  returns  were  called  for  after  the  bankrupt  law 
had  been  repealed:  they  contained  a  vast  mass  of 
information;  and  ought  not  those  who  had  prepared 
it  to  receive  a  just  compensation  for  their  labor? 
It  was  impossible  for  any  man  to  do  the  work  at 
fifteen  cents  and  live  by  it.  Even  twenty  cents 
was  not  enough.  He  hoped  the  House  would  not 
refuse  this  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HAMPTON  moved  a  proviso,  (a  copy  of 
which  the  reporter  could  not  obtain  ) 

Mr.  BIRDSALL  inquired  when  the  resolution 
(referred  to  in  the  proviso,  we  presume)  had  been 
passed? 

Mr.  HAMPTON  said  in  1836,  and  he  explained 
the  object  of  the  proviso. 

Mr.'  VINTON  stated  that  the  resolution  had 
been  passed  in  the  28th  Congress.  The  proviso 
was  adopted. 

On  the  amendment  as  amended  no  quorum  vo- 
ted. 

Mr.  FRIES  moved  a  further  proviso  that  clerks 
who  were  in  the  receipt  of  more  than  $3,000  a 
year  should  not  receive  the  benefit  of  this  allow- 
ance. 

This  was  agreed  to,  and  the  amendment  as  thus 
amended  was  carried:  Ayes  69,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  a  further  amendment 
allowing  the  marshal  of  the  northern  district  of 
Florida  $304  for  removing  intruders  from  the  In- 
dian territory.     It  was  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  VINTON  moved  further  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  an  item  for  the  salaries  of  the  inspect- 
ors, warden,  and  keepers  of  the  Washington  Pen- 
itentiarv,  §6,283.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  k DVV A RDS  offered  an  amendment  appro- 
priatinsr  ^2,000  to  support  twelve  pauper  lunatics 
in  the  Washington  Infirmary. 

Mr.  Edwards  remarked,  tiiat  he  presented  this 
amendment  at  the  request  of  the  Committee  for 
the  District  with  the  greatest  pleasure.  It  con- 
tained provision  for  transient  persons,  who  might 
be  taken  sick  while  here  on  business.  It  was  known 
to  thi.s  House,  that  four  years  since  appropriation 
was  made  for  tlie  repair  of  a  building  in  the  rear 
of  the  City  Hall,  for  the  reception  of  the  insane; 
and  when  that  building  was  completed,  it  was 
ascertained  to  be  inappropriate.  It  was  then  grant- 
ed as  an  infirmary,  to  be  attached  to  the  Washing- 
ton Medical  College.  That  infirmary  had,  from 
that  period,Jjeen  in  existence,  at  an  expense  of  five 
hunclredand  twenty-five  dollars  to  each  of  the  seven 
profe.ssors;  and,  unwilling  further  to  tax  themselves, 
they  closed  the  establishment  in  May  last.  He  had 
been  through  the  building.  It  was  furnished  at  an 
expense  of  two  thousand  dollars,  and  its  expend- 
itures had  been  thirty-six  hundred  and  seventy-five 
dollars  greater  than  its  receipts. 

The  object  of  the  present  appropriation  was,  to 
provide  a  place  to  which  a  stranger  might  be  taken, 
i^nd  where  the  stranger's  friends,  the  sisters  of 
charity,  could  bestow  on  him  the  attention  found 
nowhere  but  in  institutions  under  their  guardian 
care.  The  expen.se  of  keeping  up  this  establish- 
ment for  nurses,  light,  fuel,  and  medicine,  were 
rising  thirteen  hundred  dollars. 

Many  strangers,  many  soldiers  with  business 
growing  out  of  the  late  war,  would  need  this  be- 
neficence. There  was  no  place  in  which  they  could 
be  cared  for,  other  than  the  jail  or  the  District  alms- 
house. Another  reason  for  its  adoption  was,  that 
the  laws  sent  insane  persons  to  Baltimore,  only 
after  being  declared  insane  by  the  grand  jury.  This 
grand  jury  had  its  session  four  times  a  year.  Now, 
if  an  unfortunate  man  should  become  insane  one 
day  after  the  close  of  the  session  of  the^rand  jury, 
the  present  laws  threw  him  into  the  jail  to  await 
three  months,  icitkout  attention  in  proper  medical 
or  moral  treatment,  the  assembling  of  the  jury. 
This  was  precious  lime,  and  could  not  do  other- 
wise than  result  in  injuiy  to  that  class  of  our  un- 
fortunates. Many  cases  of  injury,  many  cases  of 
acute  disease,  by  timely  care,  were  amenable  to 
treatment,  and  this  retreat  would  afford  the  means 
and  the  place  of  that  treatment. 

He  was  intimately  acquainted  with  the  physi- 
cians in  attendance  on  this  institution,  and  was 
pleased  to  declare  them  gentlemen  not  only  of  be- 
nevolence, but  of  unquestioned  skill.  Several  mem- 
bers of  this  House  had  been  restored  to  usefulness 
through  the  kindness  and  skill  of  these  gentlemen. 
He  would  not  enter  into  an  argument  to  prove  our 
power  to  appropriate  money  for  purposes  of  this 
character;  our  appropriation  bills  were  full  of  them; 
and  his  only  regret  was,  that  one  hour,  instead  of 
five  minutes,  was  not  allowed  him  to  present  this 
case  as  its  merits  demanded. 

No  quorum  voting  on  the  amendment,  the  roll 
was  called.  The  committee  rose  and  reported  the 
absentees  to  the  House;  and  there  being  then  a 
quorum  present,  the  House  returned  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
pas.sed  Mr.  Edwards's  amendment:  AyesJ2,  noes 
68.- 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  an  amendment  to  strike 
out  SldjOUO  for  the  pay  of  persons  employed  in 
l)rnigin(i  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice  President 
to  Washington,  and  insert  §9,000,  with  a  proviso 
that  no  more  than  12^  cents  per  mile  upon  the 
u.sually  travelled  route  should  be  allowed  for  this 
travel. 

He  would  simply  slate,  in  explanation  of  this 
amendment,  that  the  persons  who  brought  the 
votes  for  President  and  Vice  President  now  re- 
ceived twenty-five  cents  per  mile  for  travelling 
each  way,  of  course  charging  the  same  mileage  as 
members  of  this  House.  From  some  of  the  iSLates 
they  got  $1,000  to  jjl,200  for  simply  coming  here, 
delivering  these  votes,  and  going  back,  which 
would  probably  cost  from  §100  to  ^ISO,  perhaps 
§150.  it  was  proper  he  should  state  that  this 
computation  was  fixed  when  the  facilities  for  trav- 
elling, were  far  less  than  they  were  at  the  present 
day.  This  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
niid  Weans  would  reduce  the  compensation  one- 


half,  and  would  still  leave  from  Texas  and  other 
distant  portions  of  the  Union  some  §500  or  §600 
compensation  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  DUER  inquired  if  there  was  any  other  com- 
pensation than  milea2:e  allowed  ? 

Mr.  VINTON  replied,  nothing  at  all.  There 
was  nothing  to  do  but  simply  to  come  here,  de- 
liver the  package  they  were  intrusted  with  by  the 
Executives  of  the  respective  States,  and  return 
home. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  moved  an  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  '.o  strike  out  the  words  "  usually 
travelled,"  and  insert  "  nearest  mail." 

He  argued  that  the  allowance  of  mileage  by  the 
nearest  mail-route  was  the  more  just  and  ready 
method  of  computation  both  for  members  of  Con- 
gress and  for  these  persons  ;  and  that  the  rate  pro- 
posed thus  computed  would  be  a  sufficient  compen- 
sation for  the  service  performed. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  upon  a  pro  forma 
motion,  spoke  of  the  importance  of  the  duty  thus 
performed,  and  said  the  compensation  should  be 
such  as  to  command  the  highest  respectability  in 
the  agent.  It  should  not  be  reduced  to  the  mere 
contemptible  matter  of  an  ordiiiary  messenger. 
From  the  nature  of  its  connection  with  the  decision 
of  a  great  question,  it  was  an  office  of  high  respon- 
sibility, and  no  reduction  of  the  compensation 
should  be  made,  but  the  services  of  men  of  respon- 
sibility and  character  should  be  secured,  lest  the 
decision  of  the  election  should  be  left  to  turn  upon 
some  act  of  corruption.  The  compensation  should 
be  regulated  on  the  same  principle  as  that  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress.  For  one  he  was  willing  to  go 
before  his  constituents  and  advocate  the  highest 
compensation  to  members,  and  he  believed  that  the 
disposition  to  reduce  it  originated  on  the  part  of 
those  who  so  clamorously  advocated  it  rather  from 
a  strong  desire  to  retain  theif  own  seats  than  from 
a  regard  for  the  public  good. 

Mr.  VENABLE  (upon  a  like  motion)  opposed 
the  reduction  as  a  picayune  business,  and*  argued 
that  such  a  compensation  should  continue  to  be 
allowed  as  would  command  the  services  of  men  of 
high  character  for  this  responsibleduty.  He  agreed 
with  his  friend  from  Arkansas  that  these  petty  re- 
ductions were  on  the  principle  of  penny  wise  and 
pound  foolish,  and  were  not  desired  by  the  people. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  continue  the  compensation  to  twenty-five 
cents  per  mile,  but  to  limit  the  maximum  number 
of  miles  to  be  paid  for  to  one  thousand.    Rejected. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Vinton  was  then  agreed 
to:  Ayes  70,  noes  46. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

For  the  erection  of  n  monument  in  honor  of  the  memory 
of  Brigiidier  General  Francis  Nash,  of  North  Carolina,  ac- 
coriling  lo  the  resiiliitiou  of  Congress  passf^d  on  the  4tli  day 
of  Novt^nibei,  1777,  llie  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars;  and 
for  the  erection  of  a  monument  in  honor  of  the  memory  of 
Brijjadier  General  William  Davidson,  of  North  Carolina,  ac 
cording  to  the  resolution  of  Congress  passed  on  the  20th  day 
of  Septemlier,  1781,  the  sum  ol  five  hundred  dollars;  anil 
that  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  pay  the  sums  afore- 
said to  the  order  of  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  when- 
ever required  lor  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  raised  a  point  of 
order  against  the  amendment  on  the  gi-ound  of  irrel- 
evancy, but  was  overruled  and  the  amendment 
received  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  said  the  amendment  ex- 
plained Itself.  On  the  4th  March,  1777,  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Confederation  authorized  the  erection 
of  a  monument  to  General  Nash  and  afterwards  to 
General  Davidson,  and  directed  that  an  appropria- 
tion of  §500  for  each  should  be  made.  The  amount 
proposed  was  a  small  one,  but  was  inserted  because 
It  was  the  sum  mentioned  in  the  resolution  of  the 
Continental  Congress. 

The  amendment  was  rejected:  Ayes  40,  noes 
not  counted. 

The  section  for  expenses  of  loans  and  treasury 
notes,  §10,000,  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  GRINNELL,  on  a  pro  forma  motion,  in- 
quired of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  as  to  the  necessity  for  it,  remarking 
that  the  ex|ienses  were  great,  and  must  have  been 
some  #.'')0,000  or  §60,000  during  the  last  year  for 
loans  and  the  issue  of  treasury  notes? 

Mr.  VINTON,  in  reply,  stated  that  the  estimate 
sent  in  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  this 
item  was  §20,000;  that,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Mftms,  he  had  made  in- 
quiry of  the  Secretary  of  llie  Treasury  concerning 


this  and  other  items,  and  he  caused  to  be  read  the 
letter  he  had  received  from  that  officer,  to  show  the 
importance  of  the  appropriation  asked.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Waysand  Means  had  reduced  the  amount 
one-half,  and  reported  the  item  of  §10,000. 

Mr.  VINTON,  under  instructions  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  moved  an  amendment 
for  the  payment  of  a  balance  reported  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  on  the  23d  December,  1837,  due  to 
the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  upon  the 
account  of  their  disbursements  to  their  militia  in 
the  service  of  the  United  Stales,  during  the  last 
war  with  Great  Britain,  §227,176  48. 

The  amendment,  he  said,  proposed  an  appropri- 
ation to  carry  into  effect  the  resolution  of  Congress, 
which  directed  the  Secretary  of  War  to  investigate 
the  claims  of  these  States,  and  ascertain  the  amount 
due  them  for  services  of  their  militia  in  the  last 
war  with  Great  Britain.  He  caused  lo  be  read  the 
said  resolution  of  Congress  and  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  showing  theamounl  due,  which  he 
proposed  to  appropriate. 

Mr.  HARALSON  raised  the  point  of  order 
against  the  amendment,  that  the  appropriation 
was  not  authorized  by  law. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  was  a  question  of  fact 
with  which  he  was  not  acquainted,  and  invited 
proofs  in  reference  to  it. 

Mr.  HARALSON  called  upon  gentlemen  to 
furnish  the  law  directing  this  money  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  the  resolution  of  Congress 
and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  under  it, 
together,  showed  that  there  was  this  debt  existing 
against  the  United  States,  and  it  was  a  proper  place 
to  provide  for  its  payment  in  a  general  appropria- 
tion bill. 

The  resolution  was  again  read,  and  some  con- 
versation ensued  upon  the  point  of  fact  between 
Messrs.  BURT,  McKAY,  and  the  CHAIR. 

Mr.  HUDSON,  by  general  consent,  stated  the 
fact  that  the  resolution  just  read  was  general, 
applying  to  all  the  States  as  well  as  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  and  several  of  the  other  States, 
whose  accounts  were  audited  at  the  time  under  the 
same  resolution,  were  paid  at  the  time;  and  an 
appropriation  for  this  claim  of  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts was  originally  put  in  with  the  claim  of 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  and  was  stricken  out  in 
the  House  at  the  last  night  of  the  session.  It  had 
passed  the  Senate  every  session,  he  believed,  since 
then;  it  had  been  reported  on  favorably  and  ad- 
versely in  this  House. 

Mr.  HARALSON  inquired  if  the  action  which 
had  taken  place  in  both  branches  of  Congress  was 
not  evidence  that  there  was  no  law  authorizing  the 
payment  of  these  claims? 

Mr.  HUDSON  supposed  that  the  fact  that  they 
had  been  included  under  precisely  the  same  reso- 
lution was  as  good  evidence  for  Massachusetts  as 
■  for  the  other  States  whose  claims  had  long  since 
been  paid. 

Mr.  HARALSON  insisted  that  there  was  no 
law  authorizing  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  McClelland  read  the  rule  prohibiting 
amendments  to  the  general  appropriation  bills  for 
objects  not  authorized  by  previous  laws. 

Mr.  HUDSON,  by  further  con-sent,  said  that 
Mr.  Monroe  had  recommended  the  examination 
of  these  accounts;  that  Massachusetts  had  sub- 
mitted a  claim  of  about  §800,000  to  the  Auditor; 
that  the  Auditor  divided  the  accounts  into  three 
classes;  a  small  class  which  were  totally  inadmis- 
sible; another  class  of  about  §400,000,  which  were 
allowed;  and  another  of  about  §400,000,  which 
were  suspended  for  want  of  evidence;  that  Massa- 
chusetts and  Maine  appointed  agents,  as  did  sev- 
eral other  States,  to  obtain  additional  proof;  that 
the  Third  Auditor  passed  upon  the  subject  again 
with  the  new  evidence  furnishetf;  and  that  this 
report  in  their  favor  was  the  result  of  the  second 
auditing. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  speaking  also  by  gen- 
eral consent,  said  he  believed — and  his  friend  from 
Massachusetts  would  probably  coincide  with  him 
in  what  he  said — that  when  the  Massachusetts 
militia  were  called  upon  in  1812,  the  constituted 
authorities  of  that  State — the  Executive  and  Judi- 
ciary— the  Legislative,  too,  he  believed,  were  of 
opinion  that  they  were  not  bound  to  serve  under 
any  officer  of  the  United  States  unless  the  Presi- 
dent himself  took  command.  He  thought  that  was 
the  position,  if  he  mistook  not.  The  consequence 
was,  that  the  Executive  of  that  day  refused  to  pay 
the  Massachusetts  militia  called  out;  and  a  very 
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large  debt  ensued,  of  which  he  presumed  this  was 
a  part.  A  good  while  after,  several  years  after,  the 
question  came  up  before  (he  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  the  opinion  of  which — pronounced 
by  Story,  if  he  mistook  not,  a  very  distinguished 
native  of  Massachusetts — was  unanimous  that  the 
Executive  was  right  in  his  position,  and  the  au- 
thorities of  Massachusetts  wrong.  He  spoke  all 
this,  meaning  to  give  no  offence,  but  he  stated 
•what  he  understood  to  be  the  precise  state  of  the 
case.  He  took  for  granted,  therefore,  that  this 
claim  had  ever  since  been  not  only  a  disputed 
claim,  but  a  claim  involving  a  large  constitutional 
question,  one  of  the  most  important  that  had  ever 
arisen  under  our  Government,  whether  theExecu- 
tlve  of  the  United  States  was  himself  the  judge  of 
the  exigency  when  the  militia  was  to  be  called 
forth  to  suppress  insurrection  or  repel  invasion,  or 
■whether — the  militia  being  by  many  of  the  most 
respectable  people  in  the  United  States  considered 
a  State  force — the  State  authorities  had  any  right 
to  exercise  a  judgment  on  this  subject.  It  was  that 
dispute,  he  took  it,  which  had  deferred  the  pay- 
ment of  this  debt;  and  if  so,  was  it  possible,  with- 
out a  law,  that  this  debt  could  be  paid?  No  reso- 
lution in  the  world  could  amount  to  a  law.  There 
must  be  a  law  on  this  occasion  more  than  any 
other  in  the  world  to  settle  by  law  that  this  debt 
should  be  paid.  Certainly  he  had  no  objections  to 
paying  the  debt;  he  might  be  very  much  inclined, 
if  a  law  was  proposed,  to  vote  for  it,  because  by- 
gones might  be  by-gones. 

Mr.  BURT  stated  to  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts— and  he  hoped  to  be  heard  by  the  Rep- 
resentatives from  Vermont — that,  notwithstanding 
the  resolution  read  at  the  Clerk's  desk,  a  bill  had 
been  ordered  to  be  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  to  pay  the  regiment  of  Ver- 
mont militia,  whose  claim,  upon  the  same  pretence, 
might  arise  under  the  resolution  read.  He  sus- 
pected that  this  claim  of  Massachusetts  had  no 
precedence  whatever  over  the  claim  of  Vermont, 
which  had  arisen  at  the  same  time,  and  under  cir- 
cumstances clearer  from  doubt. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  repeated,  that  it  was  not  only 
a  disputed,  unsettled  claim,  but  an  unsettled  claim, 
he  took  for  granted,  that  hung  upon  the  great  con- 
stitutional doubt  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States.  Until  a  law,  therefore,  be  passed 
recognizing  this  claim,  it  was  no  claim  at  all.  The 
resolution  of  the  two  Houses  referred  to  had  not 
received  the  sanction  of  the  President. 

Mr.  HUDSON,  (in  his  seat.)     Yes  it  had. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  Not  at  all.  It  had  also 
been  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  Chief  Justice  Marshall  giving  the  unani- 
mous decision,  that  a  joint  resolution,  signed  by 
the  President,  was  equivalent  to  a  law;  but  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  two  Houses  did  not  make  a  law,  could 
not  make  a  law,  unless  signed  by  him  who  had 
the  right  to  veto  all  bills.  It  seemed,  therefore, 
that  the  presentment  of  this  claim  was  premature 
until  it  was  authorized  by  law;  and  he  was  not 
prepared  to  say,  if  it  was  presented  in  the  form  of 
law,  that  he  would  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  HUDSON  said,  if  the  committee  would  in- 
dulge him  to  answer  the  interrogatories  put  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania — and  he  had  no  dis- 
position to  conceal  a  single  fact  of  the  case — the 
■whole  state  of  the  case  was  this:  In  1812,  the 
year  the  war  was  declared,  an  act  was  passed 
authorizing  the  President  to  call  out  for  that  year 
100,000  militia,  or  any  part  thereof  he  might  think 
proper;  a  call  was  made  upon  the  Governor  of 
Massachusetts  for  five  companies,  two,  he  believed, 
to  go  to  Rhode  Island,  and  three  to  Maine,  which 
was  then  a  part  of  Massachusetts.  There  was  a 
controversy  between  the  State  authorities  and  the 
President  in  relation  to  it.  The  Governor  of 
Massachusetts,  whether  he  was  right  or  wrong, 
said  the  President  was  authorized  to  call  out  the 
militia  only  to  repel  invasion  or  suppress  insurrec- 
tion, and  this  implied  either  actual  or  threatened 
invasion  or  insurrection:  as  there  was  neither,  he 
for  the  time  being  refused  to  turn  out  these  five 
companies. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL,  (in  his  seat.)  Not  on  that 
ground. 

Mr.  HUDSON.  Subsequently,  during  the  same 
year,  three  of  these  companies  were  sent  to  Maine, 
put  under  an  officer  of  the  United  Stales,  and 
fought  for  the  United  States.  This  was  in  1812. 
In  1813  no  militia  in  the  State  of  Mas.sachusetts 
was  called  out;  all  the  regular  forces  were  taken 


from  the  forts.  In  1814  the  British  fleet  hovered 
upon  the  coast;  the  Governor  of  the  State  at  that 
time,  by  an  understanding  with  General  Dearborn 
and  Commodore  Bainbridge,  turned  out  these  men. 
The  claim,  therefore,  for  which  Massachusetts 
asks  to  be  reimbursed  had  no  connection  whatever 
with  the  troops  in  controversy  to  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  had  alluded.  It  was  in 
the  year  1814,  and  not  1812,  that  these  men  were 
turned  out,  and  the  only  controversy  then  between 
the  Governor  of  the  State  and  the  commanding 
general  of  the  district  was,  whether  a  United  States 
officer  of  inferior  grade  should  rank  a  militia  offi- 
cer— whether  a  United  States  colonel,  for  example, 
should  rank  a  brigadier  or  major  getieral  of  the 
militia.  This  was  claimed  by  General  Dearborn, 
and  denied  by,  the  Governor;  it  was  referred  to  the 
Secretaryof  War,  who  decided  in  favor  of  the  State 
authority,  and  said  the  United  States  had  never 
pretended  in  any  such  case  that  an  officer  of  the 
United  States  should  rank  an  officer  of  the  militia 
unless  he  was  of  superior  or  equal  grade. 

These  troops,  therefore,  were  called  out  in  1814, 
when  Maine  was  actually  invaded;  and,  wherever 
a  United  States  officer  of  superior  grade  was  found, 
they  were  put  under  the  United  States  officer,  so 
far  as  the  general  commanding  a  district  could 
have  command  at  different  posts.  He  would  further 
state  that  the  claim  for  the  ^400,000,  which  had 
already  been  paid  to  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  was 
of  precisely  the  same  class  and  characteras  that  pro- 
posed to  be  included  in  this  bill,  and  that  they  had 
only  differed  at  the  first  auditing  from  the  want  of 
evidence,  which  was  subsequently  furnished  by 
the  agent  of  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  could  assure  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  that  not  four  hours  ago,  this 
very  morning,  he  had  read,  with  great  interest  too, 
the  very  able  and  eloquent  letter  of  Mr.  Otis  in 
vindication  of  this  very  proceeding,  and  it  was  the 
saiTie  or  a  similar  dispute  from  first  to  last,  in  1812, 
1813,  and  1814;  and  in  this  very  letter,  written  in 
1824,  Mr.  Otis  declared  that  this  claim  was  yet 
unpaid,  and  that  the  fact  was,  that  the  troops  of 
Massachusetts,  if  the  Governor  had  admitted  the 
power  of  General  Dearborn  over  them,  would  not 
have  served  under  him.  It  had  been  a  disputed, 
contested  claim  throughout,  and  it  so  remained. 

Mr.  HARALSON,  being  also  allowed,  by  gen- 
eral consent,  to  say  a  few  words,  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  proposed  appropriation  came 
under  the  class  expressly  excluded  by  the  rule  as 
not  authorized  by  law,  and  that  there  could  be  fur- 
nished no  better  reason  for  the  rule  than  this  very 
instance.  It  involved  the  appropriation  of  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  dollars;  it  involved  a  great 
constitutional  question;  it  had  not  been  investigated 
or  reported  on  by  any  committee  at  this  session; 
and  justice,  as  well  as  the  express  provisions  of 
the  rule,  required  that  it  should  not  be  received  as 
an  amendment  to  the  general  appropriation  bill 
under  these  circumstances.  He  therefore  insisted 
on  his  point  of  order. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  the  point  of  order  turned 
on  a  question  of  fact — whether  the  appropriation 
was  authorized  by  law;  and,  as  he  had  no  know- 
ledge of  the /ac(  except  from  the  counter  statements 
here  made,  he  proposed  to  decide  it  pro  forma,  with 
the  view  of  having  an  appeal  taken  to  the  House. 
He  therefore  decided  the  amendment  in  order. 

Mr,  HARALSON  appealed  from  the  decision. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  desired  to  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
if  the  point  of  law  was  distinctly  made  in  the  com- 
mittee? He  had  been  a  pretty  regular  attendant 
on  its  meetings,  and  he  had  never  heard  of  it  be- 
fore. 

Mr.  VINTON  replied  that  the  law  and  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War  had  both  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, and 
the  amendment  had  been  drawn  up  in  pursuance 
of  them. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  objected 
to  any  further  discussion. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  appeal,  and  de- 
cided in  the  negative:  Ayes  56,  noes  81. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  overruled,  and 
the  amendment  was  declared  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  insert 
an  item  of  ^7,227  for  restoring  the  buildings  of  a 
marine  hospital  at  Key  West,  Florida. 

Mr.  SAWYER  objected  that  it  was  not  proper 
legislation  under  this  bill,  for  it  belonged  to  the 
navy. 


The  CHAIRMAN  decided  the  amendment  to 
be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  KING  explained  the  necessity  for  this  ap- 
propriation, and  maintained  that  it  properly  be- 
longed to  this  bill.  He  was  understood  to  say,  that 
this  item  was  proposed  to  restore  the  amount  which 
had  been  taken  without  authority  of  law  from  the 
fund  for  the  support  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen 
for  rebuilding  the  hospital  at  Key  West,  which  is 
United  States  property.  Fie  appealed  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair;  but  the  Chair  was  sustained 
by  a  majority  of  69  to  54. 

Mr.  BURT  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 
Lost. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  the  insertion  of  an  item 
of  $1,522  50,  to  pay  Mr.  Botts'«  mileage  and  per 
diem  as  the  contestant  of  the  seat  of  Mr.  J.  W. 
Jones  in  thetwenty-eighth  Congress. 

The  CHAIR  ruled  tiie  amendment  out  of  order; 
and  on  an  appeal,  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  CROZlEli  moved  to  strike  out  the  items  to 
authorize  the  Clerk  to  pay  for  Congressional  Globes 
and  Appendix.  He  said  his  first  objection  to  these 
items  was,  that  it  was  not  in  order  for  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  to  insert  any  such  items 
in  this  bill.  The  rule  had  been  referred  to  fre- 
quently, which  provided  that  no  items  should  be 
inserted  for  the  payment  of  money  but  in  pur- 
suance of  law;  and  there  was  no  law  to  authorize 
this  appropriation.  He  did  not  ask  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  to  strike  out  the  items,  because 
he  did  not  think  he  had  the  power,  notwithstanding 
they  were  inserted  without  authority  of  law;  but 
he  asked  the  committee  to  strike  them  out,  because 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  no  author- 
ity to  insert  them  in  the  bill.  The  phraseology  of 
the  items  itself  afforded  satisfactory  evidence  that 
the  committee  thought  there  was  no  law  for  the 
payment  of  these  sums,  which  amounted  to|25,000; 
and  therefore  they  were  asked  to  adopt  these  items, 
to  enable  the  Clerk  to  make  these  payments.  He 
objected,  then,  in  the  first  place,  because  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  no  authority  of  law 
for  inserting  these  items;  and  he  objected,  in  the 
next  place,  because  there  was  no  resolution  to  just- 
ify it.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  might 
say,  that  though  there  was  no  law,  there  was  a 
resolution.  He  (Mr.  C.)  said  there  was  not;  and 
if  it  were  not  that  he  had  great  respect  for  the  as- 
tuteness of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  he  should  say  that  such  a  construction 
was  a  perversion  of  the  English  language. 

He  read  the  resolution  passed  on  the  1st  of 
March,  1846,  under  which  the  Congressional 
Globes  were  furnished,  and  argued  that  there  was 
nothing  in  it  to  show  tliat  it  was  to  be  continued 
longer  than  the  Congress  at  which  it  was  passed. 
[He  was  here  reminded  of  the  Senate  resolution.] 
The  Senate  resolution  (he  said)  did  no  more  than 
fix  the  price  at  six  dollars  for  the  long  session,  and 
three  dollars  for  the  short  one,  which  sums  were 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund;  and  so  it 
would  have  been  by  this  House,  but  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  had  properly  relieved  the 
contingent  fund  from  these  items,  and  transferred 
them  to  the  general  treasury,  by  this  item,  which 
proposed  to  give  authority  that  would  enable  the 
Clerk  to  pay  them. 

Pie  objected  to  these  items  for  the  reasons  which 
he  had  stated,  and  he  also  objected  because  it  was 
the  expenditure  of  a  large  amount  of  money  for 
nought.  Would  anybody  say  that  the  Congressional 
Globe  had  a  corps  of  reporters  here?  He  had  not 
seen  one  this  session;  and  so  far  as  he  was  informed 
and  believed,  for  the  last  session  the  reports  were 
taken  from  the  National  Intelligencer  and  the 
Union,  word  for  word,  and  letter  for  letter.  It 
then  was  a  mere  gift — a  donation  to  keep  up  that 
press;  and  he  thought  it  ought  to  be  stricken  out. 
The  item  for  the  payment  for  the  twenty-eighth 
Congress  he  supposed  to  be  an  error,  for  he  did 
not  suppose  those  editors  would  be  four  years 
without  obtaining  their  pay. 

Mr.  VINTON  explained  that  the  item  last  re- 
ferred to  was  an  error.  The  amount  had  been 
paid,  and  he  proceeded  to  show  how  it  got  into 
this  bill.  He  desired  the  Clerk  now  to  make  the 
correction.  So  much  for  that.  But  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  seemed  to  think  that  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  fnllen  into  a 
mistake  in  inserting  these  items  in  this  bill,  and 
that  there  was  no  authority  of  law  to  justify  them 
in  doing  so.  Now,  in  doing  that,  he  had  followed 
the  precedent  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
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Una,  [Mr.  McKay.]  He  quoted  provisions  here- 
tofore inserted  in  the  appropriation  bills  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  when  Mr.  McKay 
was  Its  chairman,  to  show  that  lie  had  copied  the 
precise  language  which  had  been  lieretofore  used. 
He  followed  precedents  which  the  House  had 
recognized,  and  therefore  he  thought  lie  had  not 
fallen  into  any  great  error  in  point  of  form.  But 
as  to  the  objection  that  this  appropriation  was  not 
authorized  by  any  law,  he  said  he  did  not  under- 
stand it  in  that  way.  Whatever  was  done  by 
authority  of  law,  or  of  resolution  of  either  body  of 
Congress  which  created  a  debt  against  the  United 
States,  it  was  proper  to  put  it  in  the  appropriation 
bill;  and  it  was  idle  to  say  that  there  must  be  a 
public  law  to  arborize  that  debt  to  be  paid.  If 
that  were  so,  if  a  regiment  of  men  were  called  out, 
or  a  custom-house  built,  it  would  be  necessary, 
.  after  the  act  had  been  done,  to  pass  a  law  authori- 
zing the  proper  payments  to  be  made.  It  was  a 
debt,  and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  provide  for  the  payment  of 
all  debts.  He  would  undertake  to  say,  if  there 
must  be  a  law  to  direct  the  payment  for  every  spe- 
cific thing,  that  this  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  would 
be  cut  down  to  a  mere  skeleton;  there  would  not 
be  left  one-twentieth  part  of  what  was  now  in  it. 
There  was  a  resolution  before  him  which  autho- 
rized the  insertion  of  the  item  to  pay  the  debt  con- 
tracted for  these  publications,  and  the  coiTimittee 
had  but  discharjjed  its  duty  in  doing  so. 

Mr.  CROZIER  had  no  doubt  the  gentleman 
from  Oliio  could  produce  plenty  of  precedents,  but 
he  contended  that  they  were  all  wrong.  He  had 
not,  therefore,  questioned  but  that  precedents  could 
be  found  for  such  abuses..  But  he  had  another 
motive  for  moving  to  strike  out  these  items  of 
J!i25,000  for  these  worthless  reports;  and  it  was 
that  he  had  no  doubt  the  House  would  take  tliis 
matter  in  hand  and  get  proper  reports  for  half  the 
amount.  He  was  satisfied  that  $12,000  would  get 
better  reports  than  were  now  got  for  *J25,00l),  ac- 
cording to  the  system  practised  by  the  Senate. 

Mr. "VINTON.  Whether  they  should  do  that 
or  not,  was  another  affair  altogether.  His  impres- 
sion was,  it  had  been  a  very  good  and  valuable 
thing;  and  this  Congressional  Globe  and  Appen- 
dix would  be  a  work  of  reference  for  every  poli- 
tician, and  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  he  had 
no  doubt,  duri^ng  the  next  contest,  would  be  found 
using  it  on  the  slump. 

Mr.  CROZIER.  I  can  take  the  Miiional  Intel- 
ligencer, from  which  these  reports  are  taken. 

Mr.  McKAY  was  in  favor  of  the  motion  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  He  thought 
there  was  no  law  to  authorize  this  appropriation, 
it  having  no  higher  authority  than  a  simple  reso- 
lution authorizing  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  subscribe  for  that  work — a  reso- 
lution which  expired  with  the  Congress  by  which 
it  was  passed,  and  was  not  binding  on  any  subse- 
quent Congress. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  Mr.  Mc- 
KAY, Mr.  VINTON,  and  others,  and  the  items 
were  modified  by  Mr.  V.  to  correct  an  error  there- 
in. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  said  he  had  the  honor  of  offer- 
ing the  resolution  to  which  reference  had  been 
made;  under  which  this  work  was  furnished  to  the 
mcmt)ers  of  this  House,  and  he  begged  therefore 
permission  to  say  a  few  words  in  relation  to  it. 
The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had  stated  that 
there  were  no  reporters  here  for  the  Congres- 
sional Globe.  In  that  the  gentleman  was  greatly 
mistaken. 

Mr.  CROZIEU  explained.  He  had  said  if  there 
were  any  here,  he  knew  nothing  of  them.  He  had 
not  stcn  any. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  proceeded  to  say  that  there  were 
reporters  here  for  that  work;  that  it  was  the  best 
cvcrpubhshed  in  the  United  States;  that  the  House 
had  contracted  a  debt  for  these  reports,  and  it  was 
bound  in  honor  and  justice  to  pay  the  debt  it  had 
contracted. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  suggested  an  amend- 
ment to  provide  that  nothing  contained  in  this  bill 
should  authorize  any  future  appropriations  for  the 
same  purpose.  He  would,  however,  say,  in  rogard 
to  thcBc  items,  thai  the  members  of  this  House 
have  received  the  work  llms  far,  and  it  was  proj)er 
Uint  it  .should  be  paid  for. 

Mr.  CROZIER  .said  he  would  modify  his  amend- 
ment so  ixn  to  provide  that  the  resolution  of  the  1st 
March,  184C,  under  which  these  publications  had 


been   furnished,  be  and  the  saine   is  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  did  not  concur  in  the  posi- 
tions and  arguments  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee. He  believed  this  to  be  a  very  valuable 
publication;  but  if  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see could  convince  him  that  it  cost  more  than 
it  was  worth,  he  would  go  for  a  reduction.  He 
believed  it  to  be  a  very  desirable  object  to  have 
reports  of  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  and  he  did 
not  think  the  amount  of  money  which  they  cost 
could  be  better  expended.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  had  pronounced  these  reports  to  be 
worthless;  now,  for  one,  he  had  been  a  very  atten- 
tive observer  of  these  things,  and  he  believed  them 
to   be  highly  useful  and  valuable. 

Mr.  CROZIER  said  the  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia had  misunderstood  him.  He  wished  the  gen-* 
tieman  from  Georgia  to  take  his  idea  correctly.  It 
was  that  these  reports  were  taken  from  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  and  the  Union  of  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  therefore  that  we  were  paying  the  pub- 
lishers of  this  work  for  nought. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  called  the  gentleman's  atten- 
tion to  the  Appendix,  which  contained  speeches 
written  out  by  the  members,  all  of  which  the  In- 
telligencer and  the  Union  did  not  profess  to  pub- 
lish. 

Mr.  COBB  begged  permission  of  his  colleague 
to  say  that  t'he  reporters  for  the  National  intelli- 
gencer at  this  time  were  the  reporters  for  the  Con- 
gressional Globe. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  he  was  coming  to  that. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  the  arrangement  which  was 
understood  to  exist  between  the  editors  of  the 
Congressional  Globe  and  of  the  National  Intel- 
ligencer enabled  the  publishers  of  this  work  to 
give  very  valuable  information  to  the  community. 
He  barely  wished,  therefore,  for  one,  to  say  that 
he  did  not  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see at  all. 

The  amendment  was  then  rejected. 

Mr.  VINTON  then  moved  an  amendment  ap- 
propriating ^24,000  for  the  Documentary  History, 
now  in  the  course  of  publication.    Agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  progress. 

FORTIFICATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  con- 
curred in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  fortifications,  &c. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Saturday,  July  15,  1848. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  sup- 
plemental to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  providing  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  existing  war  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico,'"  hav- 
ing been  returned  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, with  a  report  informing  the  Senate  that  the 
House  had  disagreed  to  the  first  two  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  and  had  agreed  to  the  last, 
with  an  amendment,  and  that  the  House  had  ap- 
pointed a  committee  of  conference — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DIX,  the  Senate  insisted  upon 
its  amendments,  and  ordered  a  committee  of  con- 
ference on  its  part,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Chair. 

The  CHAIR  appointed  Mes.^rs.  Benton,  John- 
son of  Maryland,  and  Davis  of  Mississippi. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  BUTLER  presented  a  memorial  from  citi- 
zens of  Barnwell  district.  South  Carolina,  for  the 
establishment  of  a  mail  route;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  BORLAND  presented  the  petition  of  Elias 
H.  Conway,  for  permission  to  change  the  entry  of 
a  tract  of  land;  winch  was  referred  to  the  Connnit- 
tee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, reported  the  bill  for  changing  the  time  of 
holding  the  United  Stales  courts  in  the  western 
district  of  Virginia,  with  amendments. 

Mr.  DOWNS  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  Senate  to  introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  comfiromise  with  the 
sureties  of  Francis  D.  Newcoinlie,  late  surveyor 
general  of  the  State  of  Louisiana;  whicli  was 
granted. 

Mr.  D.  then  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  Senate  to  have  the  ordinary  forms  dispensed 
with  so  as  to  allow  the  bill  to  be  passed.     JVlr.  D. 


having  explained  the  situation  of  matters  in  rela- 
tion to  said  sureties,  called  for  the  reading  of  a  let- 
ter from  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office. 
The  bill  was  then  considered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whohe  and  passed. 

Mr.  MASON  hoped  the  Senate  would  indulge 
him  by  taking  up  the  bill  from  the  House  for  the 
relief  of  William  T.  Holland.  His  feelings  had 
been  exceedingly  touched  by  a  letter  received  that 
morning  in  relation  to  that  claim.  This  youn"- 
gentleman  had  been  sent  by  our  consul  at  Rio  to 
give  testimony  in  the  case  of  a  slaver,  and  the  court 
at  Richmond  did  not  feel  itself  authorized  to  do 
more  than  to  allow  the  ordinary  sum  for  attend- 
ance as  a  witness.  Mr.  Holland  had  been  de- 
tained here  waiting  for  Congress  -to  provide  him 
with  the  usual  mileage  allowed,  until  his  circum- 
stances had  become  very  much  impaired. 

After  some  inquiries  from  Mr.  KING  and  Mr. 
BADGER,  the  bill  was  taken  up,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLARKE,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the 
House  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Ogle  Tayloe; 
which,  after  a  brief  discussion,  was  laid  oft  the 
table. 

At  a  few  minutes  after  12  o'clock,  the  Senate 
went  into  Executive  session,  and  remained  therein 
until  5  p.  m.;  when  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

Washinoton,  July  15,  1848. 

Gentlemen:  In  the  Congressional  Globe  of"  the  lltli  in- 
stant, in  the  hnrried  report  of  Mr.  Claiiton's  reniai  Icl-,  you 
have  made  a  great  niistiike  in  my  reply  to  his  question  "  if 
General  Cass  would  veto  a  hill  for  internal  improvements."' 
I  replied,  that  "if  he  would  jjot,  I  would  not  vote  for  him." 
The  senator  of  Delaware  then  asked  if  I  thought  General 
Cass  would  veto  a  hill  for  the  uiiprovemeiit  of  iiarhors  and 
rivers.'  I  replied,  I  believed  he  would  not;  that  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  had  always  made  a  distinction  between  a  svn- 
eral  system  of  internal  improvements,  byroads  and  eaiials, 
by  the  General  Government,  as  in  i\Ir.  Monroe's  time,  and 
reasonable  appropriations  for  harhois  and  rivers.  Bills  for 
these  purposes,  1  said,  I  believed  General  Cass  would  ap- 
(irove,  if  not  e.\travagant;  that  he  would  not  sanction  a  geu- 
e'ral  system,  such  as  alluded  to. 

Will  you  please  publish  this  in  your  next  paper? 

Very  rpspectl'ully,  yours,  S.  BREESE. 

To  tlie  Editors  of  the  Congressional  Globe. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  July  17,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  ADAMS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  resolution  of  the  Committee  on  Printing 
was  adopted,  requiring  the  Committee  on  Engra- 
ving to  report  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  furnishing 
the  public  printer  the  maps  and  plates  for  the  Pat- 
ent Office  reports  and  Lieutenants  Emory's  and 
Abert's  reports,  and  made  some  explanations 
thereon;  and,  after  some  conversation  between 
Mr.  A.  and  Mr.  CONGER,  the  motion  was  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  ADAMS  then  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  Senate  bill  for  the  repair  of  the  dam  in  the 
Oiiio  river,  at  Cumberland  l^and,  be  made  the  special  order 
of  the  day  next  succeeding  the  general  appropriation  bills  and 
the  bill  to  organize  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  and  that  the 
same  be  proceeded  with  from  day  to  day  until  finally  dis- 
posed of. 

Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  COCKE,  by  leave,  offered  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
be  is  hereby,  requested  to  inform  this  House  what  amount 
of  public  moneys  have  been  respct-iivcly  paid  to  Lewis  Cass 
and  Ziiohary  Taylor  from  the  lime  of  ihiir  rlrst  entrance  iTito 
the  public  service  to  this  time — disiiii^rnisliin!;  between  reg- 
ular and  extra  compensation  ;  that  he  tilso  sliite  what  amount 
of  extra  compensation  has  been  clainicd  by  cliher  ;  the  itcjns 
comprising  the  same;  when  fihd,  and  when  and  by  whom 
allowed  ;  if  disallowed,  when  and  by  whom,  and  the  rea- 
sons for  such  disallowance ;  and  whether  or  not  any  items 
so  disallowed  were  subsequently  presented  for  payment; 
and,  if  allow<'d,  when  and  by  whom. 

Mr.  C.  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was 
seconded;  and,  under  the  operation  thereof,  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to. 

At  a  subsequent  part  of  the  day,  Mr.  HAMP- 
TON, of  New  Jersey,  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  above  resolution  was  passed; 
and — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.,  the  motion  to  reconsider 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BOWLIN,  by  leave,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution  to  give  to  the  State  of  Missouri  certain 
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pieces  of  artillery  captured  of  the  Mexicans  by 
tlie  Missouri  volunteers  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Doniphan. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read  three  tinties,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  DANIEL,  by  leave,  offered  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Pre.-icieiU  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  coiniminicate  tu  tliis  House  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  of  inquiry  in  Mexico  toucliin?  the 
matter  which  k-d  to  the  dismissal  frniii  the  public  service  of 
Lieutenants  Josiali  S.  Fender  and  George  E.  B.  Singletary, 
of  the  North  Carolina  regiment  of  volunteers,  and  all  the 
corresponilence  between  the  War  Department  and  Generals 
Taylor  and  Wool  in  jelation  to  the  same. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  addino;  thereto,  "And  that  he  also 
communicate  to  this  House  a  copy  of  the  proceed- 
in£;s  of  the  court  of  inquiry  lately  held  at  Fred- 
erick, Maryland." 

The  amendment  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  rtioved  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  adding  a  proviso  "authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  employ  two  additional  clerks 
to^enable  him  to  comply  with  the  requests  of  the 
resolation." 

jVIr."  DANIEL  hoped  Mr.  Cobb  would  not  in- 
sist on  his  amendment,  as  it  would  endanger  the 
passage  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  COBB  believed  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina  had  voted  on  all  occasions  against  giving 
additional  clerical  aid  to  the  various  public  depart- 
ments, which  had  been  earnestly  and  repeatedly 
asked  of  Congress.  And  as  Mr.  C.  thought  the 
extra  clerks  asked  for  by  the  departments  were  ne- 
cessary to  the  prompt  despatch  of  public  business, 
he  insisted  on  his  f^mendment.  These  frequent 
(and  Mr.  C.  believed  unnecessary)  calls  for  in- 
formation were  very  detrimental  to  the  country. 
Nearly  the  whole  time  of  the  regular  clerks  in  the 
departments  were  taken  up  to  answer  them,  to  the 
entire  neglect  of  other  and  more  important  public 
business.     Mr.  C.'s  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GAYLE  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  he  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  House 
bill  to.grant  portions  of  the  public  lands  to  the  Mobile  and 
Ohio  Railroad  Company,  and  that  the  same  be  put  on  its 
passage. 

Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  MEADE  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  introduce  the  following  joint  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  fyc.  That  the  Postmaster  General  is  hereby  re- 
quired to  cause  the  great  southern  mail  to  be  transported 
over  the  Richmond  and  Fredericksburg  railroad  upon  such 
terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  impartial  referees,  one  to  be 
chosen  by  the  President  of  the  Unfted  States  and  one  by  the 
president  and  directors  of  said  railroad  company,  the  two  to 
choose  an  umpire  in  case  of  disagreement,  and  the  terms 
thus  established  shall  be  in  force  until  the  usual  period  for 
letting  out  mail  contracts  for  that  route. 

The  rnles  were  not  suspended,  two-thirds  not 
vrfting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Ohio,  by  leave,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Reiolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  reduction 
can  be  made  in  the  expendituresof  the  Navy  Department  in 
time  of  peace  consistently  with  the  interests  of  the  public 
service,  and  that  they  report  the  result  of  such  inquiry  to 
this  House  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  to  enable  him  to  move  a  resolution  to  the 
effect  that  the  bill  to  establish  certain  post  routes 
in  the  Unileti  States  lying  on  the  Speaker's  table 
be  now  taken  up  and  disposed  of. 
•  The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  decided  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — IWessrs.  Atkinson,  Bingham,  Birilsall,  Bowdon, 
Boyd,  Boydon,  Brodliead,  William  G.  Brown,  Albert  G. 
Brown,  Burt,  Cabell,  Cathcart,  Chapman,  Chase,  Franklin 
<;lark,  Beverly  L.  Clarki',  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W. 
Cobli,  Cocke,  Collamer,  (Jolhns,  Conger,  Crozier,  Cummins, 
Daniel,  Darling,  IHikirison,  Faran,  Feather.-ton,  Ficklin, 
Fiournoy,  Fries,  Fulton,  Goggin,  Green,  Hammons,  Haial- 
son,  Harris,  Henry,  Hill,  George  .S.  Houston,  Inge,  Charles 
J.  Ingersoll,  Iversoii,  Jenkins,  Anilrew  Johnson,  James  H. 
Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  G.  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Ken- 
non,  Lahm,  La  S6re,  Sidney  Lawrence,  Lignn,  Lincoln, 
Lumpkin,  Lynde,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McClernand,  Mc- 
DitwvU,  McKay,  Job  Mann,  Meailc,  Miller,  Morris,  Newall, 
Nicoll,  I'easloe,  Peck,  i'etrii',  Peyton,  Pillsbury,  Richard- 
son, Rockhill,  anwyer,  Slieppird,  Simpson,  Smart,  Stanton, 
Starkweather,  Stiqihens,  Charles  K.  Stuart,  Strong,  Tiiomas, 
James  Thompson,  Jacob  'I'hompson,  Robert  A.  Thompson, 
William  Thompson,  Tliur;-ion,  Toomb  i,  Tinner,  Venable, 
Wallace,  Wentworth,  Wick,  Wiley,  Williams,  Wilmot, 
and  Woodward— U)-:j. 


NAYS — Messrs.  Abbqtt,  Adams,  Barrow. Belcher,  Blanch- 
ard,  Botts,  Brady,  Buckncr,  Canby,  Clingman,  Cranston, 
Crisfield,  Crowell,  Dickey,  Dixon,  Duer,  Daniel  Dtnican, 
Dunn,  FdVvards,  Einhree,  Alexander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans, 
Farrelly,  Fisher,  Gayle,  Gentry.  GIddings,  Gott,  Gregorv, 
Grinnell,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  JaniesG.  Hampton. Hilliard,  Elias 
B.  Holmes,  John  W.  Houston,  Hubbard,  Pludson,  Hunt,  Jo- 
seph R.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  John  W.  Jones,  Thomas  B.  King, 
Daniel  P.  King,  William  T.  Lawrence,  Lord,  Horace  Mann, 
Marvin,  MuUin,  Nelson,  Nes,  Outlaw,  Palfrey,  Pendleton, 
Pollock,  Preston,  Putnam,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rock- 
well, Roman,  Rose,  Root,  J<umsey,  Scheiick,  Shcrrill,  Sil- 
vester, Slingerland,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Andrew  Stewart,  Tay- 
lor, Richard  W.  Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Tompkins, 
Vinton,  Warren,  and  White — 75. 

j      Two-thirds   not  voting  in   the   affirmative,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to 
suspend  the  rules  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  House  bill  providing  for  the  settlement 
of  claims  atrainsl  the  United  States,  be  the  special  order  for 
Friday  next,  and  so  continue  on  Fridays  and  Saturdays  until 
finally  disposed  of. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  stood: 
Yeas  74,  nays  48.  So  two-thirds  not  voting  in  the 
affirmative,  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  presented  the 
petition  of  the  Eastern  Branch  Bridge  Company 
in  relation  to  the  purchaseof  the  lower  bridge  across 
the  Eastern  Branch  by  the  Government.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  BURT,  by  leave,  offered  the  following  res- 
olution, which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  cause  to  be 
communicated  to  this  House  a  statement  of  the  number  of 
Indians  in  Oregon,  California,  and  New  Mexico;  the  num- 
ber of  jnilitary  posts  that  will  be  necessary  in  eacli  ;  the 
number  of  troops  to  garrison  each  post,  and  the  whole 
military  force  which  should  constitute  the  peace  establish- 
ment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HILLIARD,  by  leave, 
Resolved,  That  the  Presider)t  be  requested  to  communi- 
cate to  this  House  (if  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  inter- 
est) copies  of  all  instructions  given  to  the  Hons.  Ajiibrose 
H.  Sevier  and  Nathan  Clifford,  commissioners  appointed  to 
conduct  negotiations  for  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  lately 
concluded  between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of 
Mexico. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HARALSON,  by  leave, 
Resolved,  That  it  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  cause  each  member  of  the 
House  to  be  furnished  with  a  printed  copy  of  all  the  acts 
and  resolutions  which  may  be  passed  by  both  Houses  of 
Congress  and  approved  by  the  President,  as  soon  as  practi- 
cable after  the  same  shall  be  severally  approved. 

At  a  subsequent  part  of  the  day,  Mr.  HARAL- 
SON moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
above  resolution  was  passed;  and,  by  consent,  the 
motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  over. 

Mr.  WHITE,  by  leave,  offered  a  resolution  to 
discharge  the  Connmittce  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  from  the  Senate  bill  reviving 
certain  naval  pensions  for  the  term  of  five  years, 
and  extending  the  benefits  of  existing  laws  respect- 
ing naval  pensions  to  engineers,  firemen,  and  coal- 
heavers  in  the  navy,  and  to  their  widows. 

The  resolution  being  agreed  to — 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  bill. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs  was  read. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  the  previous  question, and, 
under  the  operation  thereof,  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  title  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  words 
"  for  the  term  of  five  years." 

Mr.  LAHM  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
to  enable  him  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Territories  be  instructed 
to  iTiquire  into  the  expediency  of  setting  off  the  whole,  or  so 
much  of  the  territory  acquired  by  the  laie  treaty  with  Mexico, 
west  of  the  river  Bravo,  as  shall  be  tlioughtnecesstiry,  forthe 
purpose  of  forming  a  colony  for  the  free  black  population  of 
the  United  States,  and  such  slaves  as  shall  from  time  to  time 
he  manumitted  by  Iheir  owners;  and  that  said  comniittee 
also  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  a  donation,  or, 
for  a  certain  compensation,  selling  a  certain  number  of  acres 
of  land  to  every  free  black  person  who  shall,  within  any 
specified  number  of  years,  voluntarily  emigrate  to  said  ter- 
ritoiy ;  also  into  the  propriety  of  holding  said  territory  a  cer- 
tain number  of  years  as  a  colony  of  the  United  Stales,  pre- 
vious to  transferring  the  sovereignty  thereof  to  those  resident 
therein. 

Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the 

Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Root,  of 

Ohio,  in  the  chaii,)  and  resumed  the  consideration 

of  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  decmctl  it  his  duty- to 
state,  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 


tary of  the  Treasury  declaring  that  there  was  no 
appropriation  out  of  which  the  various  courts  of 
the  United  Stales  were  to  be  paid.  He  had  also 
letters  from  several  sheriffs  in  different  districts  of 
the  Union,  stating  that  the  terms  of  the  courts 
would  have  to  be  postponed  for  want  of  funds:  and 
the  same  was  the  case  with  the  Executive  depart- 
ments. There  was  no  money  to  pay  the  clerks. 
He  rose,  therefore,  to  give  notice,  that  unless  the 
debate  on  this  bill  should  be  brought  to  a  close  by 
ha}f-past  three  o'clock,  he  should  mov£  that  there 
be  a  recess,  and  let  the  House  sit  again  to  finish 
the  bill  this  night. 

The  reading  of  the  bill  was  resumed. 

Mr.  VINTON  lnoved   to  amend  by  inserting  a 

provision  appropriating  <J to  complete  the 

erection  of  a  custom-house  at  Savannah,  Georgia. 
The  work  had  been  ordered  to  be  commenced, and 
the  appropriation  was  recommended  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  to 
insert  an  appropriation  of  $100,000  for  purchasing 
a  site  for  a  custom-house  in  the  city  of  Charleston, 
in  addition  to  $12,000  already  appropriated. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  rose  to  order,  and  inquired 
whether  there  was  any  law  for  such  a  work. 

Mr.  HOLMES  replied  in  the  afftrmative,  and 
stated  that  $12,000  had  heretofore  been  appropri- 
ated. Mr.  H.  had,  on  a  former  occasion,  fully 
explained  the  necessity  for  this  appropriation,  and 
he  believed  he  inight  say  that  the  Government 
were  now  convinced  on  that  point.  The  custom- 
house now  in  use  had  been  taken  from  the  British 
in  the  Revolution,  and  was  entirely  too  small.  A 
merchant  had  lately  told  him,  that  for  want  of  the 
requisite  room,  he  had  been  compelled  to  import 
his  cargo  into  New  York,  and  incur  the  expense 
of  transferring  it  thence  to  Charleston. 

The  vote  being  taken  by  tellers,  the  amendment 
was  carried:  Ayes  77,  noes  41. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  an  item  of  $120,758  to- 
wards the  erection  of  a  custom-house  in  New  Or- 
leans; which  was  agreed  to. 

Also,  $12,500  to  meet  an  outstanding  claim  for 
building  the  new  custom-house  at  Boston.  Agreed 
to. 

Mr.  GRINNELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, moved  the  appropriation  of  $2,200  to  pur- 
chase a  building  to  be  used  as  a  custom-house  in 
Wiscasset. 

He  sent  a  letter  to  be  read  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  opposed  the  appro- 
priation, as  not  warranted  by  any  law. 

A  desultory  debate  ensued,  in  which  Messrs. 
GRINNELL,  FICKLIN,  and  EVANS  of  Mary- 
land, took  part,  after  which  the  amendment  was 
carried:  Ayes  70,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  moved  an  amendment 
for  the  purchase  of  one  thousand  copies  of  Mayo's 
History  of  the  Treasury  Department,  $5,000. 

He  spoke  of  the  value  of  this  work  as  known  to 
many  of  the  inembers  and  to  the  committees  of  the 
House,  upon  whose  tables  it  lay,  and  had  been 
liberally  inspected.  It  was  a  work  of  extraordi- 
nary merit,  and  it  was  difficult  to  say  how  the 
Treasury  Department  could  get  along  without  it. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  raised  a  point  of  order 
that  the  appropriation  was  unauthorized  by  law. 

After  some  conversation,  the  point  was  sustained 
by  the  Chair,  and  the  amendment  ruled  cwt  of 
order. 

Mr.  SLINGERLAND  moved  the  following 
amendment; 

For  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  and  deepening  the 
chaimel  of  the  Hudson  river,  ataijd  below  the  United  States 
arsenal  at  Watervliet,  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  expended  under  the  directions  of  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

The  amendment  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

The  item  "  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  in 
the  Savannah  river  and  the  naval  anchorage  near 
Fort  Pulaski,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  .$50,000,"  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  BARROW  moved  to  add  $50,000  for  re- 
pairs of  the  dain  at  Cumberland  Island,  in  the 
Ohio. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  raised  the  point  of  order  that 
it  was  not  authorized  by  law. 

The  CHAIR  sustained  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  BARROW  appealed,  and  observed  that  the 
sum  asked  for  might  be  considered  a  continuation 
of  former  appropriations,  as  the  dam  had  been  con- 
structed by  uutliority  of  law,  and  beinj  now  in  a 
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dilapidated  condition,  the  interests  of  commerce  on 
the  Ohio  rivei-  required  its  repair  or  removal. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  called  attention  to  the  law 
by  which  the  dam  was  erected,  and  after  some 
conversation — 

Tlie  question  was  taken  on  the  appeal,  and  de- 
cided in  the  alfirmative:  Ayes  76,  noes  55. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained,  and 
the  amendment  decided  out  of  order. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  amend  the 
item  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  river,"  tiie  words 
"occasioned  by  sinking  wrecks  to  prevent  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy  to  the  city  during  the  revolu- 
tionary war." 

He  caused  to  be  read  during  the  allotted  five 
minutes  a  portion  of  the  memorial  of  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  Savannah,  relative  to  the  neces- 
sity of  this  appropriation,  and  the  manner  in  which 
those  obstructions  were  placed  there. 

Mr.  VENABLE  raised  the  point  of  order,  that 
the  appropriation  proposed  by  the  item  was  not 
authorized  by  law. 

The  CHAFR  seated  that  he  could  not  undertake 
to  rule  out  a  part  of  the  bill,  and  suggested  that 
the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  could  appeal 
or  move  to  strike  out  the  item. 

Mr.  VENABLE  made  the  motion  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  TOOMBS,  upon  a  pro  forma  amendment, 
distinguished  this  appropriation  from  appropria- 
tions for  works  of  general  internal  improvement. 
It  did  not  propose  to  remove  any  natural  obstruc- 
tion whatever;  the  Government,  for  its  own  pur- 
poses of  defence  of  the  city,  had  sunk  these  ships, 
and  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  remove 
them. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  inquired  if  a  part  of  these 
oWstiuciions  were  not  put  there  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment as  well  as  by  our  own? 

Mr.  TOOMBS  replied,  not  that  he  was  aware  of. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  said,  the  memorial  showed 
the  fact;  and  also,  that  these  obstructions  were 
placed  there  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  said  the  Government  was  bound 
by  all  the  obligations  of  the  Confederacy.  It  was 
bound  to  remove  its  own  obstructions,  and  not  to 
injure  the  commerce  at  this  particular  point.  If 
gentlemen  expected,  by  striking  out  appropriations 
of  this  character,  to  add  strength  to  the  general 
system  of  internal  improvements,  they  would  find 
themselves  greatly  mistaken.  The  great  objection 
that  had  been  offered  to  the  general  system  was, 
that  it  was  made  to  include  bad  as  well  as  good 
works;  but  there  was  no  objection  to  good  ones, 
standing  on  thei^-  own  foundation.  He  caused  the 
memorial  further  to  be  read. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND,  on  a  like  amendment, 
objected  to  this  appropriation,  not  because  he  was 
opposed  to  this  kind  of  works,  but  to  any  dis- 
crimination between  them.  This  appropriation 
was  not  more  necessary  or  proper  than  numerous 
other  appropriations  in  the  general  improvement 
bill.  This  was  one  of  the  items  in  that  bill. 
Another  point  was,  that  these  obstructions  were 
placed  there  in  part  by  the  British  Government, 
and  hence  the  obligation  of  the  Government  re- 
specting them  stood  on  no  difTerent  fooling  from 
that  for  the  removal  of  other  obstructions.  He 
referred  to  the  report  of  the  corps  of  Topographical 
Engineers  at  the  first  session  of  the  28th  Congress, 
to  show  that  appropriations  had  been  made  for  this 
work,  from  time  to  time,  amounting  to  ^140,000. 

Mr.  King's  amendment  was  rejected — ayes  60, 
noes  67. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  moved  an  amendment  pro- 
viding IhiU  the  works  provided  for  should  be  ad- 
vertised and  let  out  to  contract  to  the  lowest  bid- 
der. He  said  the  contract  system  was  that  adopted 
by  many  of  the  Stales,  and  it  would  effect  a  great 
paving,  and  secure  ilic  application  of  the  moneys 
appropriated  direct  to  the  lurthcrance  of  the  works, 
and  not  to  the  payment  of  supcrinicndenls,  agents, 
&c.  Ho  hoped  no  a[)|)ropriation  of  this  kind  would 
be  made  in  this  bill;  but,  if  it  were  to  be,  it  should 
be  judiciously  expended. 

l^he  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Vkkaele's  mo- 
tion to  Hlrike  out — 

Mr.  VENABLE  said  this  was  strictly  a  work 
of  internal  improvement,  and  had  no  place  in  a 
civil  an(|  diplomatic  appropriation  bill.  It  was 
unauthorized  by  law  or  by  resolution  of  the  Hou.se; 
and  yet  gentlemen  sought,  in  the  report  of  a  bill 
by  the  committee,  to  insert  an  appropriation  which 


was  essentially  distinct  from  the  legitimate  object 
of  the  bill,  and  thus  force  the  President  to  sanction 
works  which  could  not  be  passed  into  law  stand- 
ing on  their  own  merits,  or  take  the  responsibility 
of  vetoing  the  general  appropriation  bill.  He  hoped 
it  would  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  replied  to  Mr.  McClelland, 
and  defended  the  appropriation.  He  said  this 
could  not  lie  included  amongst  the  works  of  internal 
improvements;  for  it  was  designed  only  to  remove 
those  obstructions  which  were  placed  there  during 
the  Revolution  to  prevent  the  approach  of  the  Brit- 
ish fleet,  and  therefore  were  a  part  of  the  means 
used  to  secure  our  independence.  It  was,  then, 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  remove  those  ob- 
structions, and,  as  he  had  said,  it  did  not  come 
within  the  principle  respecting  river  and  harbor 
improvements;  though  he,  for  one,  was  willing  to 
improve  all  great  works  that  were  really  of  a  na- 
tional character. 

Some  explanations  having  been  made  by  Mr. 
McCLELLAND  and  Mr.  STEPHENS— 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  to  the  fact,  that  for  a  series  of 
years  Georgia  had  the  privilege  of  levying  tonnage 
duties  for  the  improvement  of  this  river  by  the  re- 
moval of  this  obstruction. 

Mr.  T.  B.  KING  replied  that  the  State  of 
Georgia  had  never  imposed  tonnage  duties. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  it  was  very  apparent  that  the 
committee  would  not  dispose  of  this  bill  by  3| 
o'clock;  he  therefore  moved  that  the  committee 
rise,  with  a  view  of  offering  a  resolution  in  the 
House  for  a  recess  until  7  o'clock,  so  that  the  com- 
mittee could  hold  an  evening  session. 

The  motion  was  rejected  by  a  majority  of  67 
to  64. 

Mr.  VINTON  hoped,  then,  that  the  members 
would  consent  to  sit  until  5  o'clock. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  item  making  an  appropriation  to  refund  to  col- 
leges, academies,  &c.,  certain  duties  on  philosophi- 
cal apparatus,  books,  &c.,  imported  from  foreign 
countries.     Lost. 

Mr.  VINTON,  by  direction  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  offered  the  following:  "For 
the  expenses  of  a  commercial  agept,  to  be  selected 
and  sent  abroad  by  the  President,  to  collect  inform- 
ation respecting  the  commerce,  productions,  and 
statistics  of  the  countries  of  Asia  and  Eastern 
Africa,  $10,000." 

After  explanations  by  Mr.  VINTON,  Mr. 
HOUSTON  of  Alabama,  Mr.  GRINiSlELL,  Mr. 
KING  of  Georgia,  Mr.  NICOLL,  Mr.  C.  J.  IN- 
GERSOLL,  Mr.  THOMPSON  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  others,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  strikeout 
the  item  of  $4,750  for  grading  and  gravelling  Four- 
and-a-half  street  from  Maryland  avenue  to  the  Ar- 
senal, and  flagging  the  west  side  thereof.  He  said 
this  was  an  item  for  paving  one  of  the  streets  of 
this  city.  Every  session  they  were  asked  for  such 
appropriations,  and  he  had  never  been  able  to  see 
the  justice  and  propriety  of  making  appropriations 
for  such  a  purpose.  The  inhabitants  of  this,  like 
the  inhabitants  of  other  cities,  should  pave  and 
repair  their  own  streets.  The  only  reason  that  he 
could  discover  whereon  to  ba.se  this  appropriation 
was,  that  the  Government  had  an  arsenal  at  the 
end  of  it,  and  therefore  this  road  must  be  made  from 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  which  some  gentlemen  also 
claimed  as  belonging  to  the  General  Government. 
This  bill  contained  several  other  items  of  a.  like 
character,  which  he  should  move  to  strike  out 
when  the  proper  time  came — some  of  them  for 
roads  through  unsettled  parts  of  the  city.  This 
Four-and-a-half  street  was  not  one-tenth  occupied. 
The  items  for  the  improvement  of  streets  in  this 
city  which  this  bill  contained  amounted  to  forty  or 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  which  he  contended  they 
had  no  power  to  appropriate. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  replied.  He  said  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  seemed  to  be  at  a  loss  to  know 
why  this  Government  should  be  called  u[)on  to  im- 
prove the  streets  of  thiscity.  Ilought  to  be  known 
to  that  gentleman  that  the  streets  projiosed  to  be 
improved  arc  under  the  control  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  by  it  they  ought  to  be 
repaired.  The  gentleman  ousht  to  know  that  when 
the  contract  was  made  between  this  Government 
and  the  owners  of  this  [)ro|ierty  in  this  city,  the 
Government  ngrted  to  make  and  repair  these  streets. 
"i'hero  was    now  lying    in  the    treasury  u  large 


amount  acquired  by  the  sale  of  lots  here,  which, 
according  to  the  agreement  of  the  Government, 
should  be  appropriated  in  this  way.  When  the 
city  was  laid  out,  it  was  divided  into  lots,  one-half 
of  which  were  given  to  the  Goveinment,  and  the 
rest  reserved  to  the  owners,  the  Government  stip- 
ulating that  all  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale 
of  those  lots  which  it  took  should  be  appropriated 
for  the  improvement  of  streets  and  avenues,  and 
that  had  not  been  done.  But  this  appropriation 
was  asked  for  by  the  War  Department,  and  not 
by  the  inhabitants  of  this  city;  and  for  whose  con- 
venience? Why,  that  a  good  pathway  might  be 
afforded  to  the  public  property  and  public  build- 
ings, including  the  Arsenal,  which  gentlemen  would 
not  attempt  to  deny  was  the  property  of  this 
Government. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  having  made  a 
pro  forma  motion,  said,  aside  from  the  question  of 
power  in  this  Government  to  make  appropriations 
for  improvements  of  this  sort,  there  were  other  rea- 
sons, which  he  thought  were  conclusive,  to  show 
that  this  appropriation  should,  not  be  made.  If  it 
were  in  order,  he  would  move  to  strike  out  the 
three  or  four  other  items  in  immediate  connection 
with  this,  but  he  should  refer  to  them  as  furnisrli- 
ing  reasons  why  this  item  should  be  stricken  out. 
Where,  then,  he  asked,  did  this  Government  de- 
rive its  power  to  make  improvemepts  of  this  sort? 
He  could  not  find  any.  It  might  be  contended  that 
they  could  make  these  improvements  because  this 
road  led  to  buildings  and  property  of  the  Federal 
Government.  Why,  this  would  justify  the  con- 
struction of  a  road  from  Washington  to  New  Or- 
leans, because  this  Government  had  a  mint  there. 
The  argument  in  the  one  case  was  as  good  as  in 
the  other;  but  it  was  good  in  neither.  It  was  not 
necessary,  to  carry  out  any  one  function  pertaining 
to  the  Arsenal,  that  they  should  appropriate  this 
money,  and  gravel  and  flag  these  streets. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  Chapman] 
had  referred  to  the  Avenue;  but  this  item  was  to" 
make  an  appropriation  for  Four-and-a-half  street; 
and  where  did  this  Government  derive  the  power 
to  take  money  from  the  people's  pockets  to  pave, 
grade,  gravel,  and  flag  the  streets  of  Washington? 
There  was  no  such  power  given  by  the  Constitu- 
tion; it  was  neither  express  nor  implied,  nor  was 
such  power  necessary  to  enable  them  to  carry  out 
any  express  grant  of  the  Constitution;  and  when 
they  looked  at  the  sums  which  had  been  lavished 
on  this  District,  he  thought  they  ought  to  see  that 
it  was  time  such  appropriations  should  be  stopped. 
Go  back  but  a  few  sessions,  and  they  would  see 
appropriations  of  $40,000  at  one,  $6(3,000  at  an- 
other, and  like  appropriations  at  another,  for  the 
improvement  of  the  streets  in  this  city,  and  still 
they  cry,  "Give,  givel"  To  talk,  then,  of  the 
produce  of  lots  sold  in  this  city  being  in  the  gen- 
eral treasury,  was  all  gammon.  He  also  called 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  assumption 
of  the  debts  of  the  cities  of  the  District  by  the 
General  Government,  and  to  theamounis  expended 
forjudges,  court-houses,  penitentiaries,  &c.,  which 
other  communities  maintained  at  their  own  ex- 
pense, and  said,  if  this  Government  would  remove 
to  New  York,  Philadelphia,  or  Baltimore,  those 
cities,  instead  of  calling  upon  this  Government  for 
such  appropriations  for  the  repairs  of  streets,  would 
pay  to  it  a  bonus.  -  He  denied  that  this  Govern- 
ment had  any  more  jurisdiction  or  control  over 
Washington  than  over  any  other  city  in  this  Union, 
and  yet  a  thousand  dollars  was  spent  to  lay  the 
dust,  lest  it  should  be  offensive  to  the  olfactories  of 
gentlemen.  He  should  like  the  gentlemen  from 
Ohio  and  Georgia  to  go  home  to  their  constituents, 
and  tell  them  that  while  they  were  paying  taxes  to 
keep  the  Government  going  on 

The  Chairman's  hammer  cut  off  the  gentleman's 
sentence  in  its  midst,  his  time  having  expired. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  said,  it  was  very  amusing 
to  hear  gentlemen  make  such  statements  as  llio.se 
which  tliey  had  just  heard.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  had  spoken  of  the  expenditures  for  this 
District;  and  what  were  they?  Why,  they  were 
for  the  improvement  of  their  own  grounds  and 
avenues,  and  nothing  else.  And  who  enjoyed 
them  when  they  were  improved  ?  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland  had  stated  to  the  committee  the 
facts  of  the  case;  and  why  did  not  iJic  gentleman 
opposite  answer  him?  These  grounds  that  were 
proposed  to  be  improved  belonged  to  this  Govern- 
ment, and  the  city  of  Washington  has  no  control 
over  them;  the  appropriations  were  for  the  benefit 
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■  of  thf  United  States.  This  item  was  for  military 
purposes;  it  was  to  make  a  road  to  a  United  States 
arsenal,  and  not  for  tlie  city  of  Washington.  Did 
tl;e  avenue  belong  to  the  city  of  Washington? 
Was  it  for  the  convenience  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington ?  Why,  then,  tljtte  tirades  against  the  city 
of  Washington  and  im  District  of  Columbia? 
Wliy.  it  was  shown  by  a  statement  of  their  own 
commissioner,  that  the  United  States  Government 
had  not  expended  the  interest  of  the  money  do- 
nated to  it  by  this  city,  which  it  agreed  to  expend 
for  these  purposes.  Tiiat  might  seem  to  be  a  bold 
expression  on  his  part,  but  he  had  before  him  the 
documents  to  prove  it. 

He  then  alluded  to  jJ120,000  given  by  Virginia, 
and  the  $75,000  given  by  Maryland,  to  the  public 
treasury,  when  the  District  of  Columbia  was  ceded 
to  this  Government,  and  he  asked,  what  had  this 
Government  ever  paid  for  the  cession  of  territory 
here,  and  for  the  lots  which  it  had  at  its  disposal  ? 
Why,  their  own  officer  Imd  shown  them  that  they 
owed  to  this  city  nearly  half  a  million  of  dollars, 
and  yet  gentleman  talked  of  the  wonderful  things 
done  by  this  Government  for  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington. They  repaired  these  roads,  then,  for  their 
own  convenience,  and  because  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington had  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

Me  also  spoke  of  the  canal,  to  which  allusion 
had  been  made,  which  he  said  was  the  work  of 
the  United  States;  and  of  the  expenditures  for 
lighting  the  streets,  and  said,  if  this  Government 
■would  pay  taxes  on  its  own  property,  the  city 
would  ask  it  for  nothing  else. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  replied,  that  so  far  from  not  hav- 
ing any  power  to  legislate  for  internal  improve- 
ments within  this  District,  Congress  possessed  ex- 
clusive power  of  legislation  over  it;  and,  as  to  the 
great  amounts  which  Congress  had  appropriated 
for  this  city,  if  the  city  possessed  the  power  of 
taxing  Government  property  within  its  limits,  it 
would  amount  to  over  $50,000  a  year.  All  the  ap- 
propriations of  Congress  for  the  District  would 
not  equal  it.  The  people  of  the  city  had  made 
almost  all  the  streets  of  the  city  out  of  their  own 
funds;  the  people  of  no  city  in  the  Union  paid  so 
heavy  a  couporation  tax;  it  amounted  to  nearly 
one  per  cent.  There  was  a  debt  due  from  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  city  which  would  require  much 
larger  appropriations  than  had  ever  yet  been  made. 
Government  had  sold  lots  in  this  city  to  the  amount 
of  |800,000.  Did  gentlemen  wish  this  Government 
to  speculate  and  make  money  out  of  the  poor  peo- 
ple of  Washington  ? 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  wanted  to  know, 
if  the  seatof  Government  should  be  removed,  what 
all  these  city  lots  would  be  worth? 

Mr.  TOOMBS  replied,  that  if  the  Government 
should  in  that  case  return  to  the  people  of  this  city 
all  the  money  it  had  made  out  of  its  location  here, 
they  would  be  worth  a  great  deal.  It  was  the  duty 
of  the  House  to  make  these  appropriations  now 
asked,  and  a  great  deal  more  besides;  and,  when 
he  went  home,  he  should  tell  his  constituents 
so. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana,  said  he  had 
lately  looked  at  the  contract  made  between  this 
Government  and  those  who  ceded  the  land  on 
which  the  city  stood,  and  had  examined  the  con- 
ditions on  which  the  cession  had  been  made,  and 
he  was  fully  satisfied  that  no  body  of  people  in 
any  of  the  States  of  this  Union  could  be  found  who 
had  been  treated  by  their  own  Legislatures  as  the 
people  of  this  District  had  been  treated  by  the 
Congress  of  these  United  States.  Some  gentlemen 
seemed  to  regard  them  as  wholly  out  of  the  pale 
of  this  Government,  because  they  had  been  de- 
prived of  the  power  to  vote  for  members  of  Con- 
gress. Not  an  appropriation  could  be  proposed 
which  tended  in  the  slightest  degree  to  their  bene- 
fit, but  what  it  was  instantly  and  strenously  op- 
posed, either  on  the  ground  of  unconstitutionality 
or  inexpediency.  He  heard  now,  for  the  first  time, 
that  this  Government  had  no  power  to  improve  the 
streets  and  avenues  on  its  own  property.  Truly, 
this  was  an  age  of  discovery.  Government  had 
no  power  to  legislate  for  the  imf)rovement  of  the 
streets  in  this  city,  when  that  was  one  of  the  stip- 
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ulationa  on  which  the  Government  received  the 
cession  of  the  ground  on  which  it  stood. 

Had  the  city  taxed  the  lots  held  here  by  the 
Government,  and  put  them  up  to  sale,  what  a 
clamor  would  gentlemen  raise  about  a  municipal 
authority  undertaking  to  sell  Government  property ! 
Yet  they  contended,  that  while  the  lots  belonged 
to  the  Government,  the  people  should  be  at  the 
whole  cost  of  making  streets,  without  which  those 
lots  would  be  of  little  value.  The  city  had  no  au- 
thority to  tax  these  lots,  and  if  it  should  attempt 
to  do  so,  these  very  gentlemen  would  raise  the 
loudest  complaint. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said,  that  if  the  gentleman 
would  refer  to  the  acts  of  the  city  corporation,  he 
would  find  that  it  did  tax  real  estate  very  heavily 
every  year. 

Mr.  THOMPSON.  Yes,  but  not  public  prop- 
erty. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  I  did  notsay'public  property. 

Mr.  THOMPSON.  But  that  is  the  whole  ques- 
tion ? 

Mr.  SAWYER  said  he  desired  only  to  seejustice 
done;  and  he  should  not  have  said  a  word  but  for 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Thompson.]  In  Mr.  S.'s  State,  and  in  that  gen- 
tleman's State,  the  Government  sold  large  amounts 
of  the  soil  of  the  State;  but  did  those  States  on 
that  account  demand  vast  donations  of  the  public 
money  for  works  of  internal  improvement?  Not 
at  all.  And  when  Government  did  giant  any  land 
for  such  works,  it  doubled  the  price  of  every  alter- 
nate section.  The  gentleman  said  Government  had 
not  spent  here  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  pub- 
lic lots:  but  had  Government  ever  spWit  in  the 
West  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands? 

The  CHAIR  called  Mr.  S.  to  order  for  irrele- 
vancy. 

Mr.  MULLIN  said  he  had  paid  some  attention 
to  the  appropriations  made  at  different  times  by 
Congress  for  the  benefit  of  this  District,,  and  he 
raised  his  protest  against  the  whole  system.  The 
first  appropriation  he  found  had  been  made  in  the 
spring  of  1828,  when  the  city  was  comparatively 
in  its  infancy.  Since  then,  the  appropriations  had 
gone  on  increasing,  till,  unless  the  practice  should 
be  put  a  stop  to,  the  whole  treasury  would  be  in- 
sufficient to  furnish  money  for  this  city  and  this 
District.  Congress  had  built  them  two  bridges, 
and  made  them  free  of  toll.  They  had  appropri- 
ated $20,000,  and  then  ^30,000,  and  then  ran  it 
up  to  $150,000  for  bridges;  then  $60,000  for  an- 
other bridge  at  Georgetov/n;  then  $150,000  for  a 
city  canal;  then  they  had  assumed  the  canal  debt 
of  the  three  cities  of  the  District,  and  took  canal 
stock  in  security.  Then  they  had  furnished  fire- 
engines,  and  built  engine-houses;  and  he  supposed 
Congress  would  be  called  on  before  long  to  do 
everything  else  that  the  imagination  of  man  could 
conceive  to  benefit  these  people,  until  there  would 
not  be  money  enough  in  the  treasury  to  meet  the 
appropriations.  It  was  taking  public  money  for 
private  use.  It  was  said  Government  got  the  ben- 
efit of  these  improvements.  Why,  so  did  Govern- 
ment derive  benefit  from  the  improvement  and  sale 
of  the  public  lands.  Why  should  the  power  of 
taxation  be  allowed  in  this  District  when  it  was 
denied  to  the  States?  Mr.  M.  protested  utterly 
against  any  appropriation  whatever  for  improve- 
ments in  this  District.  Congress  had  granted  from 
five  hundred  thousand  to  eight  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  wholly  apart  from  the  public  property,  to 
the  people  here,  besides  a  million  and^more  of  debt 
assumed  on  their  account,  on  which  the  interest 
had  to  be  paid.  He  was  opposed  to  going  any 
further. 

Mr.  ROMAN  replied.  The  gentleman  had  talked 
about  Government  appropriations  to  the  canal,  and 
its  assumption  of  the  canal  debt.  He  "  could  a  tale 
unfold"  on  that  subject  which  would  show  up  the 
conduct  of  this  Government  in  a  very  different  light. 
It  was  originally  proposed  to  dig  a  canal  of  thirty 
feet  wide  and  four  feet  deep,  which  the  people  would 
have  been  able  to  complete.  But  the  Government 
had  come  in  and  said.  Do  not  stint  your  plan  to 
such  a  pitiful  ditch  as  that;  we  shall  want  to  use 
the  canal  to  bring  down  iron  to  our  foundries  and 


stone  for  public  buildings  and  other  Government 
purposes.  Make  your  "canal  sixty  feet  wide  and 
six  feet  deep,  and  we  will  help  you.  Virginia  and 
Maryland  and  the  cities  of  the  District  had  acqui- 
esced in  the  proposal;  but  after  they  had  been  drawn 
into  this  magnificent  plan, and  had  commenced  their 
canal  on  this  extended  scale,  the  Government  con- 
cluded it  would  not  be  a  good  speculation,  and  re- 
fused to  Ejo  any  further;  but  Virginia,  Maryland, 
and  the  District,  had  been  drawn  in  too  deeply  to 
recede,  and  they  had  to  go  on  with  the  work.  But 
for  the  bad  faith  of  this  Government,  Maryland 
would  not  have  had  a  dollar  of  her  public  burdens, 
and  would  have  known  nothing  of  her  late  embar- 
rassments. Was  there  any  great  liberality  in  as- 
suming a  debt  which  Government  had  itself  caused? 
This  was  the  honorable  course  of  the  Government 
in  the  matter  of  this  canal,  about  which  so  much 
was  boasted.  As  a  citizen  and  a  Representative 
from  Maryland,  Mr.  R.  could  not  sit  quietly  and 
hear  such  gross  misstatements  without  contradict- 
ing them. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  was  lost,  only  39  votes 
being  given  in  the  affirmative.  Tellers,  however, 
were  demanded,  when  the  vote  stood  ayes  47, 
noes  80. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  proposed  an  amend- 
ment that  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  fur- 
nish from  the  Bureau  of  Topographical  Engineers 
the  estimates  for  a  plan  to  supply  the  city  with 
water  for  the  extinguishing  of  fires,  &c.  It  was 
ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  took  an  appeal. 

Mr.  GENTRY  said  that  various  attempts  had 
been  made  heretofore  to  effect  this  object  by  reso- 
lution; he  thought  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania deserved  great  credit  for  now  attempting  to 
get  at  it  by  law. 

The  CHAIR  was  sustained,  and  the  amendment 
ruled  out. 

The  following  item  having  been  read:  "For 
grading  and  gravelling  Indiana  avenue,  and  for  the 
construction  of  a  culvert  under  it,  $13,500" — 

Mr.  SAWYER  moved  to  strike  it  out.  He 
said  he  could  not  sit  quietly  by  and  see  such  a 
course  of  legislation  going  on  without  any  attempt 
to  arrest  it.  Gentlemen  complained  that  Govern- 
ment was  unjust  in  refusing  to  appropriate  still 
more  for  this  District  because  they  owned  many 
lots  here.  He  lived  where  Government  owned 
almost  all  the  soil;  the  people  lived  there  in  woods 
and  swamps,  without  roads,  without  schools,  and 
destitute  of  many  other  conveniences  of  life;  but 
it  gave  them  nothing;  and  when  it  pretended  to 
make  them  a  donation  of  land,  it  took  caie  to 
double  the  price  of  its  own  lots.  The  people  there 
had  to  make  their  own  roads;  but  here  Govern- 
ment must  make  the  streets  and  avenues,  and  when 
that  was  done,  it  must  water  them  too,  lest  the 
throats  of  members  of  Congress  should  be  choked 
with  dust,  so  that  they  could  not  make  long  speeches 
for  more  appropriations.  This  watering  of  the 
streets  was  an  appropriation  for  next  year,  for 
there  would  be  no  opportunity  of  expending  it  till 
then.  He  entered  his  protest,  like  the  gentleman 
over  the  way,  against  the  entire  system.  If  he 
were  a  resident  of  the  District,  he  would  spurn  the 
idea  of  receiving  the  Government  money  like  a 
pauper.  They  did  not  do  anything  for  the  im- 
provetnent  of  their  own  streets.  One  gentleman 
said  they  had  no  right  to  do  anything;  another, 
on  the  same  side  of  the  question,  said  they  haii 
done  a  great  deal.  How  did  these  arguments 
stand  together?  He  should  vote  to  strike  out  each 
of  these  city  appropriations,  and,  as  he  supposed 
the  motion  would  not  prevail,  he  should  take  the 
responsibility  of  voting  against  the  whole  bill  on 
the  ground  of  its  containing  appropriations  of  this 
character.  There  was  not  in  the  whole  bill  a 
single  item  for  the  great  West;  all  were  for  the 
Atlantic  border  and  the  southern  depots.  When 
they  did  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the 
great  western  rivers,  they  took  care  to  put  into  it 
some  obnoxious  features,  such  as  they  knew  the 
President  and  the  South  would  never  agree  to;  and 
in  the  appropriation  bills,  not  a  dollar  was  provided 
for  anybody  or  anything  west  of  the  mountains. 
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As  he  lived,  if  he  was  President  of  the  United 
Ststcs,  he  woulil  veto  this  bill,  and  leach  them  not 
to  put  such  items  into  it  as  these. 

Mr.  VINTON  explained  the  necessity  of  open- 
ing and  grading  this  avenue,  as  a  great  thorough- 
fare from  the  City  Hall,  Post  Office,  and  Patent 
Office,  to  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  V.  then  went  into  some  general  remarks  on 
the  opposition  which  had  been  made  to  the  appro- 
priations for  the  District.  In  contemplation  of  law 
and  of  the  Constitution,  this  entire  District  was 
nothing  VaU  a  seat  of  Government,  and  when  it 
was  provided  that  such  a  District  should  be  set 
apart  as  the  seat  of  the  General  Government,  no 
other  idea  had  ever  been  entertained  but  that  large 
appropriations  would  lie  requisite  for  it  as  such. 
The  expenditures  thusfar  had  been  much  less  than 
the  receipts  of  the  Government.  As  the  city  in- 
creased in  size,  they  must  of  course  increase  in 
amount.  This  was  the  case  in  every  city.  It  had 
been  said  that  other  cities  would  willingly  pay  a 
large  bonus  for  the  privilege  of  having  the  seat  of 
Government  removed  within  their  limits.  He 
trusted  the  seat  of  Government  would  never  come 
into  his  Stale.  Ohio  could  not  afford  to  give  the 
city  of  Cincinnati  to  this  Government.  The  Gov- 
ernment, if  it  removed,  would  never  be  located  in 
a  State.  It  must  be  placed  in  a  wild  place,  in  some 
unoccupied  spot,  where  the  public  buildings  requi- 
site might  be  erected.  But,  for  one,  he  did  not 
choose  to  see  the  Government  go  away  from  this 
spot,  where  such  large  amounts  had  been  expend- 
ed in  providing  for  it  the  requisite  accommoda- 
tions. 

Mr.  A.  JOHNSON  renewed  his  objections  to 
appropriations  of  this  character.  Where  did  Con- 
gress get  the  power,  unless  it  was  either  expressly 
granted  or  was  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  out  a 
granted  power?  Was  this  necessary  .'  Could  not 
the  functions  of  Government  go  on  without  this 
road  to  the  railroad  depot.'  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  seemed  to  think  this  Government  was  a  sort 
of  Aaron's  rod,  and  that,  if  it  went  to  Cincinnati, 
that  city  would  be  totally  swallowed  up  by  it.  Not 
at  all.  It  might  be  placed  in  the  vicinity,  and  the 
city  would  be  greatly  benefited.  Give  the  people 
of  Cincinnati  the  offer,  and  nineteen-twentieths  of 
them  would  say  yes,  and  agree  to  pay  a  handsome 
bonus.  They  would  not  ask  Congress  to  make 
their  streets  for  them,  but  would  agree  to  -put  up 
all  necessary  buildings.  Instead  of  swallowing  up 
the  city,  it  would  benefit  and  enlarge  it. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana,  said  he  should 
he  very  happy  to  accommodate  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Johnson]  by  discussing  the 
constitutional  power  of  Congress  to  appropriate 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  but  there  was  not 
time  now  to  enter  into  so  abstruse  an  aigument. 
It  was  certainly  the  first  time  in  his  life  that  he 
(Mr.  T.)  had  ever  heard  a  question  raised  as  to 
the  power  of  the  General  Government  over  the 
subject  of  internal  improvement  in  the  Territories. 
No  man  had  ever  objected  to  it  before.  The  Presi- 
dent never  thought  of  such  a  thing.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  had  gone  a  bow-shot  beyond  all 
his  Democratic  friends  in  the  exalted  purity  of  his 
constitutional  views. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said  the  gentleman  laid  great 
stress  on  the  clause  which  declared  that  Congress 
should  possess  exclusive  power  of  legislation  over 
the  District  of  Columbia.  He  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman one  question:  Could  Congress  make  an 
establishment  of  religion  in  this  District.' 

Mr.  THOMPSON.  No,  nor  anywhere  else; 
but  the  (juestion  convinced  iVlr.  T.  that  the  gentle- 
man had  never  read  the  Constitution  in  regard  to 
this  sulijfct  of  internal  improvements.  It  had  been 
opiiosed  in  the  Territories  on  the  ground  of  expe- 
diency alone. 

P,ui  it  .seemed  to  him  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tennes.-see  was  not  intending  so  much  to  make  a 
constitutional  argument  against  the  f)ower  of  Con- 
gre.«s,  as  in  setting  up  for  bids  for  the  removal 
of  the  scat  of  Government;  he  thought  there  were 
many  places  where  the  people  would  like  to  have 
it,  and  would  give  a  great  bonus  to  get  it.  Now 
Mr.  T.  wanted  it  no  nearer  to  him  than  it  was 
at  present.  Heaven  knew  that  it  was  quite  near 
enough  now.  The  people  of  his  State  wanted  to 
have  it  no  nearer;  they  did  not  desire  to  see  it 
in  the  Mississippi  valley.  No.  Let  it  remain 
where  it  wa.s,  and  let  these  costly  buildings  con- 
tinue to  be  occupied  in  providing  for  its  accom- 
modation; and  let  the  peo|)lc  of  this  city  and  Dis- 


trict feel  the  fostering  hand  of  Government  in  a 
much  larger  degree  than  heretofore. 

The  people  in  the  West  were  not  like  the  poor 
citizens  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  they  had  legis- 
latures of  their  own,  over  whom  they  exercised 
control,  and  who  must  do  their  bidding;  but  here 
the  people  were  completely  disfranchised,  and 
Congress  was  their  only  protector.  To  subject 
them  to  all  the  whims  and  caprices  of  Congress,  and 
then  to  abuse  and  denounce  them  and  continually 
threaten  them,  was  unfair,  unmanly,  hard,  and 
unjust. 

The  questioVi  being  on  Mr.  Sawyer's  motion  to 
strike  out,  it  was  rejected  without  a  count. 

The  next  item  having  been  read:  "For  paving 
the  remainder  of  the  centre  space  of  Pennsylvania 
avenue  to  1.5th  street,  1^4,000" — 

Mr.  .TONES,  of  Tetinessee,  moved  to  strike  it 
out.  He  said  reference  had  been  made  to  an  origi- 
nal contract  between  the  Government  and  the  for- 
mer proprietors  of  the  ground  on  which  this  city 
stood;  he  had  heard  that  contract  often  spoken  of, 
but  he  had  never  yet  seen  it. 

Government  had  selected  this  as  a  fit  site  for  the 
seat  of  the  General  Government;  a  proposition  had 
then  been  made  to  the  owners  of  the  ground  to 
locate  the  city  on  their  land,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
they  and  the  Government  should  hold  alternate 
lots.  Now,  which  of  the  parties  had  been  the 
gainer  by  such  an  arrangement?  The  land  was 
then  worth  probably  some  three  dollars  an  acre — 
certainly  not  over  five.  This  raised  its  value  an 
hundred  fold.  And  he  insisted  that  Government 
had  spent  on  streets,  bridges,  and  other  local  im- 
provements on  this  spot  now  much  more  than  it 
ever  had  received.  Mr.  J.  would  be  quite  willing 
to  relinquish  to  the  city  every  lot  not  in  front  or 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  public  buildings. 
It  had  been  said,  that  the  city  had  not  taxed  the 
public  property.  No;  and  in  what  State  or  county 
did  any#ne  ever  hear  of" the  State  buildings  and 
county  property  being  taxed?  Mr.  J.  then  again 
referred  to  the  amounts  appropriated  and  assumed 
for  the  District. 

Plis  motion  was  negatived. 

Mr.  HUDSON  read  from  a  report  made  by  the 
Commissioner  of  Public  Buildings,  stating  what 
the  Government  owed  the  city  on  account  of  the 
sale  of  pnlilic  lots. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  inquired  by  whom  that  report 
was  made? 

Mr.  HUDSON  said,  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Buildings — a  high  Democratic  authority. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  said,  the  man  who  made  it  should 
have  been  dismissed  from  office  the  next  day.  That 
officer  had  undertaken  to  decide  a  legal  question 
wliich  did  not  belong  to  him  to  decide.  This  was 
not  a  question  between  the  present  citizens  of 
Washington  and  the  Government,  but  between  the 
Government  and  the  original  proprietors  of  the 
ground.  It  was  the  proprietors  who  had  agreed 
with  the  Government  for  every  alternate  lot;  and 
had  they  not  been  greatly  benefited  by  the  bargain  ? 
It  was  the  merest  humbug  to  represent  the  Gov- 
ernment as  indebted  to  the  city  for  the  amount  of 
sales  of  public  lots.  This  ground  no  more  be- 
longed to  the  citizens  of  Washington  than  to  the 
citizens  of  London.  He  would  not  call  such  rea- 
.soning  nonsense,  because  he  felt  too  much  respect 
for  those  who  used  it;  but,  in  their  zeal  to  build  up 
and  adorn  this  city,  they  had  quite  lost  sight  of  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution.  The  citizens  here 
had  never  given  the  Government  one  cent.  Ifany-.^ 
thing  could  be  claimed,  it  was  only  by  the  heirs  of 
the  original  proprietors. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE  had  felt  a  good  deal  of  sur- 
prise at  the  course  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Illinois.  Any  one  that  observed  his  smooth  and 
sleek  appearance  and  his  rotundity  of  figure,  might 
tell  at  a  gl^tce  that  he  was  a  membcT  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District,  [a  laugh;]  and  was  this  the 
return  the  gentleman  made?  [Increased  merri- 
ment.] Mr,  T.  was  on  that  committee  himself, 
and,  for  one,  he  meant  to  stand  by  the  cause  of  the 
city. 

This  appropriation  was  to  complete  an  avenue 
that  ran  immediately  before  the  President's  house. 
Now,  members  of  Congress  were  in  the  habit  of 
visiting  there;  Mr.  T.  himself  did,  very  often;  and 
he  did  not  want  to  risk  tlie  breaking  of  his  neck 
whenever  he  left  there  at  night. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  inquired  whether  the  gentleman 
had  ever  broken  his  neck  there  yet? 

M  r.  TALLMADGE  said  not  yet;  but  it  had  l)een 


preserved  almost  by  miracle,  not  only  there  but  in 
other  parts  of  the  city.  Besides,  Old  Zack  was 
coming  here;  and  as  he  had  travelled  over  many  a 
hard  road  in  Mexico,  he  wanted  to  give  him  a  de- 
cent road  by  which  to  reach  the  White'  House. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  RUMSEY  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting a  proviso  that  the  money  appropriated  for 
city  improvements  should  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Wash- 
ington, by  the  lowest  responsible  bidder;  an  eikgi- 
neer  to  be  furnished  by  Government  to  make  the 
necessary  surveys.        ^||^ 

He  supported  his  amendment  by  some  remarks, 
going  to  show  that  the  city  authorities  were  a  more 
proper  power  to  take  the  superintendence  of  the 
expenditure  of  this  money  than  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Public  Buildings.  He  did  not  want  to  see 
the  money  spent,  as  it  would  now  be  under  exist- 
ing law,  by  the  public  gardener  and  his  assistants. 
He  was  hardly  willing  they  should  exhaust  the 
whole  fund  in  day's  work. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  VINTON   moved   an  amendment  to    pay 

Walker  for  work  done  at  Norfolk  hospital. 

Agreed  to. 

Also,  for  expenses  of  the  survey  of  the  boundary 
line  between  the  United  States  and  the  British 
provinces,  $3,310  75.  [He  had  read  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  Stale  showing  that  amount  neces- 
sary to  close  up  the  expenses  of  that  line.]  Agreed 
to. 

Also,  for  continuing  the  publication  of  the  works 
of  the  Exploring  Expedition,  including  the  print- 
ing of  charts,  pay  of  scientific  corps,  care  of  the 
collections,  &c.,  $30,000.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 
Rejected. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  moved  an  amendment  repeal- 
ing the  law  requiring  the  cession  by  the  Slates,  in 
advance,  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  sites  of  light- 
houses, as  far  as  the  light-houses  at  Galveston  and 
other  parts  of  Texas  are  concerned. 

The  amendment  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  MULLIN  moved  to  add  as  a  proviso  to  the 
item  for  superintendents  of  light-houses,  that  no 
part  of  the  sum  should  be  paid  to  any  person  who 
receives  a  salary  as  an  officer  of  the  customs,  and 

that  said  services  after ,  1849,  should  be  done 

by  collectors  of  customs.     Agreed  to.' 

Mr.  McLANE  moved  an  amendment  for  an 
inspector  of  light-houses  in  the  Chesapeake  bay, 
$1,200.     Rejected. 

Mr.  VENABLE  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  VINTON  hoped  not.  He  thought  they 
might  get  through  the  bill  in  an  hour. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  66,  noes  58 — 
and  the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  VINTON  offered  a  resolution  providing  for 
a  recess  from  the  time  of  adjournment  to  7  o'clock 
p.  m.,  and,  objection  being  made,  moved  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  for  the  purpose.  Pending  this 
question — 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  July  17,  1848. 

Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  iSemorial 
of  Agnes  Slack. 

The  following  resolution,  introduced  by  Mr. 
NiLEs,  was  taken  up  and  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  tlie  committee  to  audit  and  conlrol  the 
contiiigont  cvpenses  of  the  Senate  he  instiuctid  to  inquire 
whether  tlie  contract  to  report  the  proceedings  and  ilebalts 
of  the  Senate  lias  been  faithfully  executed,  and  whether  the 
same  has  answered  the  purpose  ;  and,  if  not,  to  report  some 
measure  to  remedy  the  evil. 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  for  the  modification  of 
the  laws  regulating  fines  in  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  BADGER  submitted  the  following,  which 
lies  over: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
(liiested  to  communicate  to  the  Senalj!  any  information 
which  may  be  in  the  po.-isoseion  of  the  Executive  relating  to 
the  seizure  and  eaplure  of  the  American  ship  Admitlance, 
on  the  coast  of  California,  by  a  vessel  of  war  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  whether  any  and  whftt  proceedings  have  oc- 
curred in  regard  to  said  vessel  or  her  cargo,  and  to  furnish  the 
Senate  with  copies  of  all  documenl.a,  papers,  and  communi- 
cations in  the  possession  of  the  E.vecutive  relating  to  the 
same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON,  the  select  com- 
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mittee  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the  bill  for 
establishing  a  Territorial  Government  in  Oregon, 
&c.,  had  leave  to  sit  during  the  daily  sittings  of 
the  Senate. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  nnaking  appropria- 
tions for  the  naval  service. 

The  question  being  on  tlie  amendment  of  the\ 
committee  striking  out  the  item  of  $7,500,  for  fur- 
"  "nishing  the  marine  hospital  at  New  Orleans — 

Mr.  DOWNS  expressed  a  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment would  be  rejected,  and  that  the  clause  would 
be  suffered  to  remain  in  the  bill. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  then  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  BORLAND  signified  his  intention,  during 
the  progress  of  the  bill,  to  make  some  remarks  on 
the  subject  of  these  hospitals. 

The  bill  was  further  amended,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  ATHERTON. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  laid  on  the  table 
an  amendment  which  he  proposed  to  offer,  making 
an  appropriation  of  |50,000  to  compensate  the 
officers  of  certain  vessels  lost  in  the  service — the 
Peacock,  Missouri,  Grampus,  Shark,  and  Somers — 
for  clothing,  &c.,  lost  when  the  vessels  were  de- 
stroyed. 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  desired  to  propose  an 
amendment,  appropriating  a  sum  to  pay  the  claim 
of  certain  persons  for  exhibiting  a  process  to  pre- 
vent the  explosion  of  steam-boilers,  but  said  he 
would  not  urge  it — a  bill  on  the  subject  having 
'been  reported — should  objection  be  made. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  he  must  certainly  oppose 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  then  withdrew  his  propo- 
sition. 

Mr.  NILES  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  so  much  of  the  item  relating  to  the  ocean 
.steamboats  as  provided  for  the  payment  of  suras 
in  advance,  &c.,  and  moved  to  postpone  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  till  to-morfow. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said,  that  at  a  proper  time  he 
should  give  some  views  in  opposition  to  the  whole 
system.  Not  that  he  expected  that  his  remarks 
would  be  so  successful  as  to  arresl  the  bill,  but  he 
wished  the  country  to  be  informed  on  the  subject. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  then 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  DOWNS  called  up  his  resolution,  making 
Senate  bills  the  business  of  the  Senate  on  Fridays 
and  Saturdays;  but. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  Executive  business.  At  a  late 
hour,  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

Th.e  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday,  July  18,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  BOTTS,  frorn  the  Committee  of  Conference 
on  the  part  of  the  House  on  the  bill  amendatory  to 
the  act  providing  for  the  prosecution  of  the  existing 
war  between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic 
o'f  Mexico,  and  for  other  purposes,  made  a  report, 
recommending  that  the  Senate  recede  from  its  first 
two  amendments  to  the  bill,  and  that  the  House 
recede  from  its  amendment  as  the  third  section  of 
the  bill;  and  that  the  two  Houses  agree  to  the  bill 
■^  which  was  presented  with  the  above  report  of  the 
committee. 

The  previous  question  being  moved  and  sec- 
onded, the  main  question  was  ordered  to  be  now 
put,  viz:  Will  the  House  agree  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Conference  .•' 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Virginia,  incjuired  of  the 
Speaker  if  the  question  could  be  divided  so  as  to 
take  a  separate  vote  on  each  of  the  sections.' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  BROWN  .said  he  might  be  forced  to  vote 
for  the  bill  rather  than  lose  the  last  section  thereof. 
He  was  decidedly  opposed  to  all  but  the  first  and 
last  sections  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  COBB  of  Georgia  inquired  of  the  Speaker 
whether  or  not  the  report  was  susceptible  of  divis- 
ion ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  it  was  not. 

Mr.  COBB  regretted  that  such  was  the  case,  as 
there  were  provisions  of  the  bill  for  which  he  would 


be  pleased  to  vote,  and  thought  ought  to  be  adopted; 
and  would,  to  reach  his  object,  inquire  of  the 
Speaker  if,  in  the  event  of  the  rejection  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Conference  by  the  two 
Houses  it  would  not  be  in  order  to  have  another 
Committee  of  Conference  appointed,  when  the  bill 
could  be  put  in  a  proper  shape,  excluding  the 
objectionable  matter? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  could  be  referred 
to  another  Committee  of  Conference. 

Mr.  COBB  said  he  should  vote  to  reject  the  re- 
port with  that  object. 

After  further  inquiries  by  Mr.  FICKLIN  and 
Mr.  BOTTS— 

The  vote  on  agreeing  to  said  report  was  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays:  Yeas  149,  nays  none.  So  the 
report  of  the  Committtee  of  Conference  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  to  reconsider  the  foregoing 
vote,  and  also  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table;  which  latter  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

The  following  is  the  bill  as  passed: 

AN  ACT  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  supplemental  to 
an  act  entitled  'An  act  providing  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  existing  v/ar  between  the  United  States  and  the  Re- 
public of  Mexico,'  "  and  for  other  purposes. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatices  of 
the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the 
proviso  of  the  first  section  of  an  act  approved  the  eighteenth 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,  in 
the  foUowijig  words :  "  That  when  the  war  with  Mexico 
'  shall  be  terminated  by  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace,  duly 
'  concluded  aud  ratified,  the  number  of  major  generals  in  the 
'  army  shall  be  reduced  to  one,  and  the  number  of  brigadier 
'  generals  shall  be  reduced  to  iwo  ;  and  the  President  of  the 
'  United  States  is  authorized  and  directed  to  select  from  the 
'  whole  number  which  may  then  be  in  office,  williout  regard 
'  to  the  date  of  their  commissions,  the  number  to  be  retained, 
'  and  cause  the  remainder  to  be  discharged  from  the  service 
'of  the  United  States,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed  : 
Provided,  That  no  vacancy  happening  in  the  grade  of  gen- 
era! oflicer  shall  be  filled  up  until  the  number  is  reduced  to 
one  major  general  and  two  brigadier  generals.        _ 

Sec.  2.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of  the 
existina  law  as  requires  the  discharge,  at  the  close  of  the 
war  with  Mexico,  of  one  additional  major  to  each  of  the 
regiments  of  dragoons,  artillery,  infantry,  and  riflemen,  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  who  were  appointed  or  promoted 
under  the  third  section  of  the  act  passed  on  the  eleventh  day 
of  February,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty  seven, 
entitled  "An  act  to  raise,  for  a  limited  time,  an  additional 
military  force,  and  for  other  purposes,"  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  3.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  so  much  of  said 
act,  passed  on  the  eleventh  of  February,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  forty-seven,  as  requires  the  discharge,  at  the 
close  of  the  war  with  Mexico,  of  two  additional  surgeons  and 
twelve  additional  assistant  surgeons,  as  authorized  by  the 
eighth  section  of  said  act;  four  quartermasters,  and  ten  as- 
sistant quartermasters,  as  authorized  by  the  tenth  section  of 
said  act;  and  so  much  of  the  act  of  the  third  of  March, 
eighteen  hundred  and  forty-seven,  as  requires  the  discharge, 
at  the  close  of  the  war  with  Mexico,  of  an  assistant  adjutant 
general,  with  the  rank,  pay.  Sec,  of  a  lieutenant  colonel  of 
cavalry,  and  two  assistant  adjutants  general,  with  the  brevet 
rank,  pay,  &c.,  of  a  captain  of  cavalry,  as  authorized  by  the 
second  section  of  the  said  act  of  the  third  of  Mar<;h,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-seven  ;  and  the  two  deputy  paymasters, 
as  authorized  by  the  twelfth  section  of  the  last-mentioned 
act,  and  the  two  principal  musicians  allowed  to  each  regiment 
of  artillery  by  the  eighteenth  sec  tionolthe  said  last-mentioned 
act,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed:  Prowrferf,  That 
no  vacancy  happening  under  the  provisions  so  repealed  shall 
he  filled  up  until  further  authorized  by  law:  Jlnd  provided 
further,  That  the  ten  additional  paymasters  appointed  in  vir- 
tue of  the  said  foregoing  act  of  the  3d  March,  1847,  shall  be 
retained  in  service  until  the  4th  day  of  March,  1849. 

Sec.  4.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the  officers  of 
the  old  army  who  received  appointments  in  any  of  the  addi- 
tional regiments  raised  for  the  war  with  Mexico  shall  be  re- 
stored to  their  former  regiments  or  corps  and  rank,  as  addi- 
tional ofiJeers,  ef  the  respective  grades  to  which  they  would 
have  succeeded,  and  to  which  they  shall  now  succeed,  in 
virtue  of  their  former  commissions  :  Provided, Thtit  such  offi- 
cers so  restored  shall  be  reappointed  by  the  President,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate:  .^nd provided. 
That  the  next  vacancy  happening  in  such  grade  of  such  regi- 
ment or  corps  to  which  they  succeed  shall  not  be  filled. 

Sec.  5.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates  png.tged  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  with 
Mexico,  and  who  served  out  the  terra  of  thei^ngagement, 
or  have  been  or  may  be  honorably  discharged^  and  first  to 
the  widows,  second  to  the  children,  third  to  the  parents, 
and  fourth  to  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  such  who  have  been 
killed  in  battle,  or  who  died  in  service,  or  who,  having  been 
honorably  discharged,  have  since  died,  or  may  hereafter  die, 
without  receiving  the  three  months'  pay  herein  provided 
for,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  three  months'  extra  pay : 
Provided,  That  this  provision  of  this  fifth  section  shall  only 
apply  to  those  who  have  been  in  actual  service  during  the 
war.  ^. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  PATENTS. 
Mr.  PEASLEE  asked  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  House  to  present  a  communication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Patents,  with  the  accompanying 
papers,  relating  to  charges  which  had  been  pre- 
ferred against  him  to  this  Plouse. 

Mr.  P.  remarked   that  it  was  well  known  that 


grave  and  important  charges  had  been  presented 
to  this  House  by  one  of  the  recent  Examiners  of 
the  Patent  Office,  impugning  the  integrity  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Patents  as  an  officer,  and  his 
character  and  conduct  as  a  man.  He  said  that  it 
was  due  to  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  inasmuch 
as  these  charges  had  been  spread  far  and  wide,  and 
this  House  had  at  last  been  made  their  theatre, 
that  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  should  have  an 
opportunity  to  vindicate  himself,  and  to  show  that 
these  serious  charges  were  wholy  unfounded  and 
groundless,  as  he  was  authorized  to  say  they  were 
by  the  Commissioner  of  Patents,  in  the  broadest 
and  most  comprehensive  sense,  in  general  and  in 
detail.  He  therefore  hoped  no  one  would  object 
to  the  reception  of  the  communication  and  accom- 
panying papers,  and  their  refeience  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents. 

Mr.  CONGER  objected,  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion of  Mr.  P.'s  object,  but  afterwards  withdrew 
his  objection. 

Mr.  FARRELLY  said  this  matter  had  been 
before  the  Committee  on  Patents,  but,  at  this  late 
period  of  the  session,  the  committee  thought  it 
impossible  that  they  could  investigate  the  matter; 
but,  if  they  attempted  it,  they  must  be  authorized 
by  the  House  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.  He 
therefore  moved,  as  directed,  that  the  Committee 
on  Patents  be  authorized  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers,  but  said  he  hoped  the  House  would  vote 
it  down. 

Mr.  PEASLEE  said  that,  in  behalf  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Patents,  he  hoped  there  would  be  no 
objection  to  this  motion,  for  the  Commissioner  was 
extremely  desirous  of  the  opportunity  of  showing 
the  utter  falsity  of  these  chars;es,  which  had  been 
made  in  so  many  places,  but  which  he  had  had  no 
opportunity  as  yet  to  meet  and  refute;  and  he  was 
authorized  to  say  that  the  more  thorough  the  ex- 
amination, the  more  full  and  searching  the  inqui- 
ries of  the  committee,  the  more  gratifying  it  would 
be  to  that  officer,  confident  as  he  was  that  the 
affairs  of  the  Patent  Office  had  been  faithfully  and 
properly  administered. 

The  question  being  put  on  referring  the  com- 
munication of  Mr.  Burke,  with  the  accompanying 
papers,  to  the  Committee  on  Patents — 

Mr.  GOGGIN  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  Committee  on  Patents,  and  inserting  a  select 
committee.     Disagreed  to. 

The  question  on  giving  the  committee  powei-  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers  v/as  then  put  and  car- 
ried. 

And  Mr.  Burke's  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents,  with  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  HARALSON  called  up  the  motion  he  made 
yesterday  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  res- 
olution was  passed  directing  the  Cleric  of  the  House 
to  furnish  to  each  member  of  the  House  a  printed 
copy  of  all  the  acts  and  resolutions  passed  by  Con- 
gress and  approved  by  the  President,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  after  the  same  shall  have  been  severally 
approved. 

The  question  on  reconsideration  was  put  and 
agreed  to. 

The  resolution  was  then  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  to  inquire  and  report  to  the 
House  the  probable  cost  of  printing  and  distribu- 
tion of  the  laws. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  >-csolved 
itself  into  Commitee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Root,  of  Ohio,  in  the  chair,)  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  TURNER  moved  to  amend  the  iiem  pro- 
viding for  the  survey  of  the  public  lands  by  increas- 
ing the  amount  from  ffSO.OOO  to  §115,000. 

Mr.  TURNER  corideinned  the  policy  of  redu- 
cing the  appropriations  for  surveys  of  public  lands, 
and  argued  that  the  «mount  aimually  appropri- 
ated foi-  years  past,  and  now  asked  by  llic  Co?n- 
missioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  should  be 
appropriated,  and  that  it  would  conduce  to  the  in- 
crease of  revenue  from  the  land  sales. 

Mr.  VINTOlV,  muler  instructions  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  moved  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  to  make  the  appropriation 
§65,000.  He  explained  the  data  upon  which  the 
committee  had  acted.  There  had  been,  from  year 
to  year,  five  times  as  many  lands  surveyed  as  there 
was   any  demand  for;  the  consequence  was,  that 
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there  was  now  .siii-veyed  and  in  market  a  quantity 
of  lands  vastly  greater  than  all  the  land  which  had 
been  sold  from  ilie  foundation  of  the  Government 
up  to  ilie  present  day.  The  good  lands  in  market 
were  the  greater  part  of  them  seeking  buyers,  and 
finding  none.  Tills  amendment  provided  for  the 
survey  of  five  million  acres — about  twice  as  much, 
instead  of  five  limes  as  much,  as  would  probably 
be  sold  during  the  present  year.  The  committee 
thouH;ht  there  was  no  jiressing  necessity  for  the 
enlarged  surveys.  Indeed,  he  was  of  opinion  that 
it  would  be  well  to  suspend  the  surveys  altogether, 
except  in  some  particular  locations,  until  this  im- 
mense quantity  of  lands  in  market  should  be  dis- 
posed of,  to  some  extent  at  least.  Now,  every 
year  we  were  told  by  the  Executive  that  this  im- 
mense quantity  of  lands  in  the  market  and  not  sold 
was  conclusive  evidence  that  they  were  good  for 
nothintj;  whereas  the  sale  of  lands  was  regulated 
by  the  demand,  in  the  same  way  as  cotton,  broad- 
cloth, or  any  other  commodity  in  market. 

This  was  the  general  view  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  that,  if  provision  was  made  for 
the  survey  of  twice  as  much  as  would  probably  be 
sold  during  the  present  year,  it  would  be  going  (ar 
enough,  when  tliey  took  into  consideration  the 
present  glutted  state  of  the  market. 

After  some  conversation,  iVIr.  McCLERNAND 
desinnf  to  obtain  the  floor — 

Mr.  TURNER,  accepted  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Vinton,  and  modified  his  amendment  accordingly. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  increasing  the  sum  to  1^115,000. 

The  propn.?ition  laid  down  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  that  the  demand  for  the  public  lands 
must  regulate  the  sale,  was  true  (said  Mr.  McC.) 
as  a  general  proposition;  but  that  demand  was  to 
be  regulated  in  some  measure  by  the  legislation  of 
Congress  on  the  subject.  For  example,  if  they 
put  up  the  minimum  price  to  ten,  fifteen,  or  one 
hundred  dollars  per  acre,  of  course  it  would  de- 
crease the  sale;  on  the  contrary,  if  they  decreased 
the  price,  they  increased  the  sale. 

The  gentleman  slated  that  a  larger  amount  had 
been  surveyed  from  year  to  year  than  had  been 
sold.  That  was  true.  But  the  amount  not  sold 
was,  to  agrcat  extent,  proportionate  to  the  amount 
of  inferior  lands,  those  not  worth  §]  25  per  acre; 
so  tliat  we  had  to  survey  more  lands  than  we  sold, 
in  order  to  satisfy  to  public  demand  for  lands  worth 
$1  25  an  acre.  Between  $100,00t)  and  §200,000 
had  been  appropriated  annually,  for  several  years, 
for  these  surveys,  and  it  was  now  proposed  to  reduce 
iheamount  to  ^,50,000,  and  subsequently  to  $65,000. 
By  the  distribution  act  passed  by  the  Whig  Con- 
gress of  1841,  the  gentleman  and  his  party  pledged 
^150,000  for  these  sueveys;  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  recommended  $115,000  for 
this  year,  estimatins:  for  the  surveys  of  mineral 
lands  in  Iowa  and  Wisconsin  alone  $40,000.  But 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  on  their  own 
(liclH,on  their  own  vague  speculations, have  assumed 
to  cut  down  the  whole  appropriation  to  $50,000  or 
$60,000.  The  consequence  would  be,  that  large 
quantities  in  Iowa,  Wisconsin,  and  Michigan,  and 
other  States,  wo\ild  have  to  be  overlooked  altogether 
and  not  surveyed  for  the  present!  The  conse- 
quence would  be,  first,  that  it  would  decrease  the 
revenue  by  keeping  desirable  lands  out  of  market, 
and  that,  too,  at  a  time  when  we  needed  all  the  rev- 
enue th:it  could  be  received.  In  the  next  place,  it 
was  making  a  vital  assault  upon  the  new  States, 
by  discouraging  emigration  to  those  States,  and 
preventing  their  development  and  settlement.  It 
was  also  an  attempt  to  do  that  which  Congress 
could  not  do — to  force  the  sale  of  lands  for  a  dollar 
and  a  (|unrier  which  were  not  worth  that  sum,  by 
limiting  the  sales  to  inferior  lands.  It  would  also 
postpone  the  period  of  graduation,  which  perhaps 
was  one  of  the  oljjects  of  the  committee.  It  was 
a  policy  which,  while  $150,000  had  been  pledged 
when  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  were  to  be  squan- 
dered timong  the  States,  now,  when  they  were  to 
{>;o  into  the  treasury,  cut  down  the  surveys  to 
$50,000.  It  was  a  policy  which  was  shaped  to 
carry  out  party  views,  and  might  bo  reo-arded  as 
a  direct  assault  on  the  new  States.  He  called  the 
attention  of  their  Representatives  and  people  to  it. 
lie  withdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  .McClelland  renewed  it.  He  believed 
that  all  those  .surveys  coiucmplnied  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office  in  Michigan, 
Iowa,  and  Wi.sconsin  would  be  materiallv  affected 
if  this  redup-Uon  of  appropriation  was  made.    If  he 


was  wrong:,  the  gentleman  from  Vermont   [Mr, 
Collamer]  could  correct  him. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  said  the  surveys  in  the  State 
of  Michigan,  to  a  very  considerable  extent,  must 
go  on,  because  there  was  an  appropriation  in  the 
bill  for  the  geological  survey  by  itself;  the  lineal 
surveys,  therefore,  must  go  on  and  keep  pace  with 
them.     They  could  not  locate  without. 

Mr.  McClelland  said,  if  he  understood  the 
Commissioner  correctly,  he  stated  if  the  amount 
recommended  was  not  allowed,  the  lineal  surveys 
could  not  be  kept  up  with  the  geological  examina- 
tions, and  that  it  was  important  for  them  to  go  on 
in  Michia;an. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  said  it  was  true  the  Commis- 
sioner said  if  this  amount  was  cut  down,  the  lineal 
surveys  necessary  in  Michigan  could  not  be  made. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  the" bill  appropriated  this 
sum  in  addition  to  the  unexpended  balance  in  the 
treasury.  The  Secretary  reported  that  there  was 
an  unexpended  balance  of  appropriations,  which 
might  be  carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  of  $89,000; 
so  that  they  would  have  this  $89',000  in  addition 
to  the  $65,000  which  the  com.mittee  proposed  to 
appropriate,  and  also  the  various  items  for  survey 
of  the'mineral  lands,  which  were  additional  items  by 
themselves. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  stated  that  there 
were  seven  millions  of  acres  now  under  contract 
for  survey. 

Mr.  McClelland  said,  if  he  understood  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  he  asked 
for  $115,000  over  and  above  this  unexpended  bal- 
ance of  former  appropriations,  and  complained  that 
if  this  appropration  was  not  made,  then  he  would 
not  be  able  to  go  on  with  these  surveys  in  Michi- 
gan, Iowa,  and  Wisconsin,  which  he  said  were, 
in  his  opinion,  absolutely  necessary  not  only  flir 
the  settlement  of  the  States,  but  for  the  increase  of 
the  revenue  itself.  Now,  he  asked  the  gentleman 
from  Omo — and  he  certainly  knew  very  well  hovv 
it  was  in  his  State — he  (Mr.  McC.)  was  certain  it 
was  the  case  in  Michigan — whether  there  were  not 
a  great  many  of  the  surveyed  lands  that  in  all  pro- 
bability never  would  be  sold. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected: 
Ayes  5.3,  noes  70;  and  the  modified  amendment  of 
Mr.  Turner,  appropriating  $65,000,  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  moved  to  strike  out  the  item 
of  $40, 000  for  compensation  of  geolojists,  assistant 
geologists,  laborers,  packmen,  and  incidental  ex- 
penses attending  the  geological  examination  and 
survey  of  the  mineral  lands  in  Michigan,  Wiscon- 
sin, and  Iowa,  including  the  amount  required  for 
the  third  and  fourth  quarters  of  the  year  ending  the 
30th  June,  1848.     Lost. 

Mr.  TURNER  moved  to  add  $20,000  for  a 
geological  survey  of  Oregon.     Lost. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved,  by  direction  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  to  amend  the  items  for 
intercourse  with  foreign  nations,  by  the  insertion 
of  an  item  of  $9,000  for  outfit  of  a  minister  to 
Russia.      Affreed  to. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  moved  to  amend  the  item  for 
ministers  to  certain  specified  courts,  by  adding  the 
word  "  Austria;"  and  on  this  he  spoke  his  five 
minutes  in  reply  to  the  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll,]  de- 
livered some  short  time  ago. 

Mr.  MARSH,  on  a  pro  forma  motion,  expressed 
his  views  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Hii.liard's  amendment  was  then  rejected. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  next  moved  to  insert  the  word 
"  Turkey,"  where  a  minister  resident  is  now  sent, 
for  whom,  he  said,  $6,000  was  insufficient.  He 
argued  this  question  through  his  allotted  five  min- 
utes. 

The  am^pdment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  moved  an  additional  item  of 
$3,910  76  for  the  services  of  Mr.  .Tohn  Randolph 
Clay,  Secretary  of  Legation  to  the  Court  of  Austria 
during  the  absence  of  the  United  States  minister, 
when  the  duties  of  the  mission  devolved  on  him. 
He  said  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  had 
declined  recommending  the  pj^yment  of  outfit 
and  infit,  but  proposed  to  pay  him  the  increased 
salary. 

Mr.  VINTON,  on  a  pro  forma  motion,  con- 
ten<led  that  inquiry  should  be  made  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  whether  the  services  had  been 
rendered  and  not  paid  for. 

Some  conversation  ensued,  in  which  Mr.  C.  J. 
INGERSOLL  and  otheis  took  part. 


The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DUER  moved  an  additional  item  to  com- 
pensate Mr.  Dorr  for  services  rendered  at  Valpa- 
raiso, Chili.  Mr.  Dorr  was  consul,  and  during 
the  absence  of  the  representative  of  this  Govern- 
ment he  discharged  duties  as  charge.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  moved  separate  items  to  give 
Mr.  Martin  the  compensation  of  charge,  deducting 
his  salary  as  secretary  of  legation,  for  services 
rendered  at  Paris  from  the  time  of  Mr.  King's  de- 
parture and  Mr.  "Rush's  arrival;  and  the  like  com- 
pensation to  Dr.  Parker  for  services  rendered  at 
China.     Tliey  were  both  agreed  to, 

Mr.  BARROW  made  a  like  motion,,  which  was 
agreed  to,  to  compensate  Mr.  Donnett,  then  United 
States  consul,  for  services  at  Portugal  from  the 
time  o-f  Mr.  Kavanagh^s departure  to  Mr.  Barrow's 
arrival. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  at 
twenty-seven  minutes  after  one  o'clock. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  and 
amendments. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question  or- 
dered, viz:  Will  the  House  concur  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  in  their  amendments? 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  moved  a  separate 
vote  on  the  amendment  providing  compensation 
for  a  clerk  to  the  Sergeant-at-arms.  It  was  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  resulted  in  the  affirmative; 
Yeas  109,  nays  53. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  asked  a  division  of  the 
question  on  the  amendment  providing  tor  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Jefferson  and  the  H^amilton  papers, 
so  as  to  take  a  separate  vote  on  each  branch  there- 
of. 

Th«  SPEAKER  decided  that  a  division  of  the 
amendment  could  not  be  had. 

Mr.  COBB  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  appeal,  and  the 
Chair  was  sustained. 

The  vote  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  resulted:  Yeas  73, 
nays,  97. 

So  the  House  rejected  the  amendment  to  pur- 
chase the  papers  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  General 
Alexander  Hamilton. 

The  amendment  reducing  the  salary  of  the 
principal  clerk  in  the  stock  bureau,  Treasury  De- 
partment, from  $1,400  to  $1,200,  was  separately 
voted  on,  and  was  disagreed  to. 

The  amendment  providing  for  repairs  of  the 
Capitol;  for  the  improvement  and  enriching  of  the 
Capitol  grounds;  for  fencing  the  public  squares 
north,  south,  and  west  of  the  Capitol  square;  for 
repairs  on  the  President's  House;  for  lighting 
Pennsylvania  avenue;  for  keeping  in  repair  the 
iron  pipes  conveying  water  to  the  Capitol,  and  for 
sprinkling  Pennsylvania  avenue,  was  read. 

Mr.  SAWYER  asked  a  separate  vote  thereon. 
It  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  resulted  in  the 
ailirmative:  Yeas  91,  nays  81. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  asked  a  separate  vote  on 
the  amendment  reducing  the  mileage  and  pay  of 
the  persons  who  are  to  bring  the  vote  of  the  elec- 
toral colleges  for  President  of  the  United  States  to 
the  seat  of  Government. 

It  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  resulted  i^n 
the  affirmative:  Yeas  89,  nays  87. 

A  separate  vote  was  taken  by  yeas  and  naj's  on 
agreeing  to  the  amendment  for  the  purchase  of  a 
site  for  the  erection  of  a  custom-house  at  Charles- 
ton,South  Carolina, and  resulted  in  the  affirmative: 
Yeas  89,  nays  71. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  amendment  striking  out  the  item  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  removal  of  the  obstructions 
to  navigation  in  the  Savannah  river,  and  resulted, 
Yeas  85,  nays  84,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atkinson,  Baylv,  Bcjile,  Bingham,  Bird- 
s.-ill,  Bocock,  Bowliii,  Bovd,  Brodliend,  William  G.  Brown, 
Alliert  G.  Brown,  Burt,  Ciithcart,  Cliase,  Bi'Verly  L.  Clarke, 
[lowell  Colli),  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobh,  Collins.  Daniel,  Dick- 
inson, Garnett  Duncan,  Faran,  Foatlierslon,  Ficklin,  Fries, 
Fitlton,  Green,  Hammons,  Haralson,  (larmansoii,  Harris, 
Hill,  George  S.  Houston,  Inge,  CliarlHs  J.  In«ersoll,  [verson, 
Andrew  .lohnson,  .laines  H.  .lolinson,  Rolicrt  W.  Johnson, 
George  W.  Jone.s,  Kant'jnan,  Kcniion,  Lalnn,  La  Sere,  Sid- 
ney Lawrence,  liigon,  Lord,  Lumpkin,  Lyndo,  Maclay, 
McClelland,  McClcrnand,  McDowell,  .lob  Mann,  Meade, 
Miller,  Morris,  Nicoll,  Peaslee,  Peck,  Petric,  Peyton,  I'lK^ps, 
liliett.  Rirliey,  Rockliill,  Sawyer,  Simpson,  Smart,  Stanton, 
Starkweather, Charles E.  Smart, Thomas..lames Thompson, 
Jacol)  Thompson,  John  11.  Thompson,  William  Thompson, 
Thurston,  Turner,  Venable,  Wallace,  Wick,  Williams,  Wil- 
mot,  and  Woodward — 83. 
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NAYS— Messrs.  Abbolt,  Barringer,  Barrow,  Blanthanl, 
Boydon,  Brady,  Butler,  Cabeli,  Clmpman,  Franklin  Clark, 
CUn^iiiaii,  Cocke,  Collainer,  Conger,  Cranston,  Crisfield, 
Crnvvell,  Crozier,  Dickey,  Dixon,  Donnell,  Duer,  Dunn, 
Eekert,  Edwards, Enibree,  AlcxanderEvans,  Nathan  Evans, 
Ftslier,  Flournoy,  Gaines,  GayK^,  Go^iiin,  Gregory,  Nathan 
K.  Hall,  James G.  Hampton,  Haskell,  Henry,  Elilliard,  Isaac 
E.  Holmes,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Jo- 
seph R.  Ingersoll,  John  W.  Jones,  Kellogg,  Thomas  Butler 
King,  Daniel  P.  King,  William  T.  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Mc- 
ifivaine,  Horace  Mann,  Marsh,  Morehead,  Mullin,  Nelson, 
Newall,  Outlaw,  Palfrey,  Pendleton,  Pollock,  Preston,  Put- 
nam, Julius  Rockwell,  Roman,  Rose,  Root,  Rumsey,  St. 
John,  Sehenok,  Shppperd,  Stephens,  Andrew  Stewart, 
Strohm,  Tallmarige,  Taylor,  Tliihodeaax,  R.  W.  Thompson, 
Tompkins,  Tonmks,  Tuck,  Vinton,  and  Warren — 84. 

The  SPEAKER  thcH  voted  in  the  negative, 
making  yeas  85,  nays  85 — a  tie. 

So  the  amendment  was  lost,  and  said  appropria- 
tion is  retained  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  BURT  moved,  at  4  o'clock,  that  the  House 
■adjourn.     Lost.     Yeas  73,  nay  82. 

Special  votes  were  taken  on  numerous  amend- 
ments other  than  the  foregoing,  to  which  exceptions 
w-ere  taken  as  they  were  read.  The  action  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  every  case  being  con- 
•curred  in,  the  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

The  other  amendments,  to  which  no  exceptions 
were  taken,  were  then  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  having  all  been  acted  on,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
-time. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  objected  to  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill  at  this  time  unless  it  was  en- 
grossed; and,  it  not, being  engrossed,  the  House 
adjourned. 


PETITIONS,   ETC, 

The  foHowing  memorials  and  petitions  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  ; 

By  Mr.  EDWARDS  :  The  meirtorial  of  the  heirs  of  Sur- 
geon L.  A.  Wolpley,  United  States  army,  asking  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  HAEMANSON  :  The  petition  of  Thomas  Cock- 
eran,  William  CampbeU,  and  49  others,  for  a  mail  route  from 
Harrisonburg  to  Nachitoches,  via  Rowe^villq,  Desdemona, 
and  Thompson's  Springs,  Louisiana. 

By  Mr.  TALLMADGE:  The  petition  of  Everett  &.  Bat- 
teile  for  return  of  penalty  paid  the  United  States, 


IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  July  18,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
■a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Departrnent, 
an  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  13th  May  last, 
calling  for  a  statement  of  all  the  imports  and  man- 
ufactures, and  quantity  and  value  of  all  mineral 
coal,  from  the  1st  July,  1847,  to  the  1st  May,  1848. 
TJie  Register  of  the  Treasury  says  but  few  returns, 
and  those  from  the  minor  districts,  for  the  last  quar- 
ter have  been  received. 

[The  statement  of  the  Register,  as  far  as  returns 
enable  him  to  show,  gives  the  value  of  imported 
iron,  and  its  variety  of  manufacture,  as  $,9, 464, 841; 
the  coal  as  164,447  tons,  value  $369,243.] 

The  communication  was  laid  on  the  table,  ati<l 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

■Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  inquired  of  the 
Chair  if  any  answer  had  been  received  to  a  resolu- 
tion submitted  by  him  some  weeks  since,  calling 
for  the  increase  of  the  number  of  officers  in  the 
custom-house  at  Baltimore,  &c.? 

The  CHAIR  replied,  that  the  Journal  did  not 
show  that  any  answer  had  been  returned, 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Then,  if  it  be  not  received 
to-day  or  to-morrow,  I  shall  renew  the  call, 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  recommendation  that  the  Senate 
concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  bill  amending  the  act  entitled  *'An 
act  granting  half-pay  to  widows  or  orphans," 
where  their  husbands  and  fathers  have  died  of 
wounds  received  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,  in  cases  of  deceased  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  militia  and  volunteers. 

Mr.  BADGER  made  an  objection  to  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  amendment,  as  it  appeared  to  confer 
a  power  on  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  consultation 
with  the  Pre.sident,  to  interpose  obstructions  to  the 
granting  of  pensions.  He  presumed  that  the  words 
nad  slipped  in  by  an  oversight. 

Mr.  DIX  admitted  that  the  words  were  not  such 
as  he  would  have  used  had  he  drawn  up  the  sec- 
tion. But  he  did  not  view  the  matter  as  of  any 
importance,  as  the  construction  apprehended  by 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  could  not  be  put 
on  the  language. 


Mr.  BORLAND  complained  that  too  much  dis- 
cretion vras  already  given  to  Executive  officers. 
He  would  prefer  the  recommitment  of  the  report, 
with  instructions  to  report  rules  and  instructions 
for  the  government  of  the  officers. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  said,  the  intro- 
duction of  the  words  used  was  unfortunate;  but  he 
did  not  think  they  could  be  so  construed  as  to  give 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  power  to  refuse 
the  payment  of  pensions.  He  thought  it  would 
not  be  necessary  to  recommit  the  report. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  expressed  his  belief  that  the 
Executive  officers,  by  their  rigid  construction  of 
the  laws,  merited  praise  rather  than  censure. 

Mr.  BORLAND  referred  to  some  decisions,  to 
sustain  his  Statement  that  the  Commissioner  had 
put  a  wrong  construction  on  existing  laws;  but  he 
disavowed  any  intention  to  impute  any  improper 
motive  to  that  officer.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the 
Commissioner  acted  from  a  conscientious  interpre- 
tation of  his  duty. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  moved  to  amend  the  report,  by 
striking  out  certain  words  and  inserting  others. 

Mr.  DIX  thought  the  change  would  be  produc- 
tive of  no  benefit;  and  it  was  thought  very  desirable 
by  the  committee  that  the  bill  should  not  be  sent 
back  to  the  House. 

Mr.  BORLAND  said,  the  amendment  precisely 
met  his  views. 

Mr.  HALE  remarked,  that  it  required  great 
vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioner  to  guard 
against  fraudulent  application.  While  he  (Mr. 
H.)  was  law  officer  of  the  Government,  he  had 
opportunities  of  ascertaining  the  extent  of  these 
frauds. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Berrien  was  then  dis- 
agreed to,  and  the  report  of  the  Committee  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  to  the  House  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  supplemental  to  an  act  providing 
for  the  proseci^on  of  the  existing  war  between 
the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  various  amend- 
ments. 

The  bill  and  report  were  ordered  to  be  printed; 
but,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  in  a  subsequent 
stage  of  the  proceedings,  the  Senate  concurred  in 
the  report  of  the  committee, 

RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  PostOfiice  and  Post 
Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  mail  route  from  Lebanon,  in  St.  Clair  county, 
through  Marine  Town,  in  Madison  county,  and  Staunton, 
in  Macoupin  county,  to  Carlinsville,  the  county  seat  of  said 
county. 

Mr.  MASON  submitted  the  following,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ciaims  be  authorized  to 
employ  a  clerk  aniiually,  whose  duties  shall  be  the  same  as 
those  now  performed  by  the  clerks  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  until  otherwise 
directed,  to  be  paid  monthly  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
out  of  the  contingent  fund,  such  compensation  as  shall  be 
fixed  by  the  committee,  not  exceeding  that  allowed  to  en- 
grossing clerks  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  directed  to 
pay  to  J.  C.  Fremont,  for  his  labor  and  services  since  he  left 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  in  preparing  and  compiling 
the  map  of  Oregon  and  California,  as  ordered  by  the  Senate 
on  the  'id  February,  1847,  and  in  drawing  up  a  geographical 
memoir  in  illustration  of  said  map:  Provided,  That  the  rate 
of  pay  siiall  not  exceed  that  allowed  to  S.  N.  Nicollet,  Esq., 
for  similar  labors  and  services  in  preparing  and  compiling 
his  hydrographical  and  topographical  map  of  the  basin  of  the 
Upper  Mississippi. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
BADGER,  was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  Senate  any  infoi  malion  which 
may  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Executive  relating  to  the 
seizure  and  capture  of  the  American  ship  Admittance,  on 
the  coast  of  Calil'ornia,  tiy  a  vessel  of  war  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  whether  any  and  what  proceedings  have  oc- 
curred in  regard  to  said  vessel  or  her  cargo,  and  to  furnish 
the  Setiate  with  copies  of  all  docnmonis,  papers,  and  com- 
munications in  the  possession  of  the  Executive  relating  to 
the  same. 

LIGHT-HOUSES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUSK,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  consider  the  joint  resolution  to  extend  the  time 
for  the  erection  of  certain  light-houses;  which  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 


Mr.  WALKER,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
modify  the  fourth  clause  of  the  seventh  section  of 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  people  of 
Wisconsin  Territory  to  frame  a  ctjnstitution  and 
State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Union,"  approved  6th  August^ 
1846;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
The  Senate  resumed   the  consideration   of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1849. 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  striking  out  the  appropriations 
for  the  marine  hospitals  at  Pittsburg,  Cleveland, 
Louisville,  &c. — 

Mr.  PHELPS  expressed  some  surprise  at  the 
multiplication  of  marine  hospitals  in  the  West, 
while  along  the  Atlantic  coast  there  were  but 
three. 

Mr.  BORLAND  went  at  some  length  into  the 
extent  of  the  commerce  of  the  V/est,  and  the  ne- 
cessity, growing  out  of  that  itscrease,  for  the  erec- 
tion of  marine  hospitals.  He  also  stated  what 
were  the  rules  and  regulations  by  which  these  in- 
stitutions are  governed.  He  illustrated  the  subject 
by  quotations  from  th«  memorial  of  the  Memphis 
Convention.  This  commerce  was  valued  at  three 
hundred  millions  of  dollars  in  1843;  and  it  has 
now  increased  so  as  to  make  it  a  fair  calculation 
that  the  commerce  of  the  West,  along  the  ten 
thousand  miles  embraced  in  that  portion  of  the 
country,  amounts  to  nearly  or  quite  five  hundred 
millions  of  dollars.  The  revenue  collected  from 
this  commerce  is  about  $250,000.  This  has  beeii 
drawn  from  the  owners  and  masters  of  these  boats. 
He  regarded  the  Government  as  bound  to  disburse 
this  amount  of  money  among  these  boatmen. 
They  have  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Government 
at  least  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  this  sum  is 
still  annually  increasing.  These  facts  led  the  Gov- 
ernment to  recommend  the  erection  of  these  ma- 
rine hospitals.  He  expressed  his  conviction  that 
the  West,  in  consequence  of  this  large  amount  of 
annual  contributions,  was  entitled  to  these  hos- 
pitals, for  want  of  which  there  had  been  great 
suffering  among  the  boatmen  of  the  western  rivers. 
He  stated  that  in  his  professional  career  he  had 
attended  one  hundred  of  these  persons  at  a  time, 
when  they  had  not  only  no  means  to  pay  their  phy- 
sician, but  were  even  dependent  on  the  charity  of 
the  town  for  the  means  to  pay  for  the  medicines. 
He  supposed  it  would  be  made  a  ground  of  objec- 
tion, that  the  West  was  an  insatiable  beggar;  but  he 
contended  that  she  was  not  more  craving  than  the 
East.  He  quoted  from  various  sources  to  show 
that  the  appropriations  made  for  the  Atlantic  coast 
very  greatly  exceeded  those  made  for  the  western 
waters.  The  objection  which  had  been  urged 
against  these  appropriations,  that  they  are  out  of 
their  place  in  this  bill,  he  regarded  as  entitled  to 
no  weight.  At  this  late  period  of  the  session,  it 
would  scarcely  be  possible  to  get  up  the  subject  in 
the  form  of  a  separate  bill,  so  as  for  it  to  have  any 
chance  of  its  passage  during  this  session. 

Mr.  PHELPS  made  some  remarks  on  the  ex- 
traordinary extent  to  which  this  system  had  been 
carried.  He  thought  there  was  too  much  liberality 
in  making  appropriations  for  eight  or  nine  of  these 
edifices  in  a  single  bill.  He  was  willing  to  finish 
the  hospitals  commenced,  but  should  bs  opposed 
to  any  new  ones. 

Mr.  BORLAND  explained  some  of  his  former 
positions  in  reply. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  defended  the  course  of  the 
committee,  in  striking  out  the  clause,  contending 
that  the  whole  of  the  money  for  these  marine  hos- 
pitals came  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  United 
Slates,  and  not  from  the  hospital  fund. 
Mr.  BORLAND  replied. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  said  the  sites 
had  all  been  purchased  for  these  hospitals,  and 
the  appropriation  was  necessary  to  carry  them 
on. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  disagreed 
to,  and  the  clause  was  not  stricken  out,  and  a  sim- 
ilar amendment  relative  -to  another  marine  hospi- 
tal was  also  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  called  for  the  spe- 
cial order,  being  the  motion  to  go  into  Executive 
business. 

Mr.  YULEE  and  Mr.  NILES  obtained  permis- 
sion to  make  some  remarks  by  way  of  explanation 
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in  relation  to  the  contracts  made  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  relative  to  the  Atlantic  steam  ves- 
sels. 

The  bill  vifas  then  laid  on  the  table  fertile  present; 
and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business. 
In  about  an  hour,  the  doors  were  reojiened,  and 

THE  PROPOSED  COMPROMISE. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  from  the  select  committee  on 
the  Territories  of  Oregon,  California,  and  New 
Mexico,  re]iorted  a  bill  for  the  organization  of  Ter- 
ritorial Governments  in  each  of  them.  [It  appeared 
to  be  a  very  long  bill,  containing  no  less  than  thir- 
ty-seven sections.] 

Mr.  Clatton  said  the  subjecls  referred  to  this 
committee  were  of  infinite  difiiculty.  The  Territo- 
ries for  which  temporary  civil  governments  were 
to  be  organized  embraced  an  area  of  1,044,492 
square  miles — about  as  large  as  that  of  one-third 
of  all  Europe,  and  capable  of  sustaining,  sooner  or 
later,  the  population  of  a  mighty  empire.  The 
intrinsic  difficulties  necessarily  belonging  to  such 
an  organization  were  increased  by  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  population  now  existing  there,  as 
well  as  that  hereafter  to  be  introduced  by  the  ex- 
tension of  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States  over  so  vast  a  country. 

The  committee  had  entered  upon  the  discharge 
of  their  duties,  under  all  these  embarrassments, 
with  untiring  industry,  with  a  zealous  resolution, 
and  an  indefatigable  spirit,  which  he  had  never 
known  surpassed.  He  felt  it  due,  in  justice  to 
each  and  every  one  of  his  colleagues,  to  say,  tl^t 
amidst  all  their  long  conferences  and  laborious  dis- 
cussions on  the  various  topics  necessarily  consid- 
ered by  them,  the  most  conciliatory  spirit  had  been 
evinced  by  them,  each  endeavoring  to  maintain  the 
honor  and  interest,  not  merely  of  his  own  section 
of  country,  but  that  of  the  whole  nation,  and  each 
endeavoring  to  yield  so  much  as  he  felt  could  be 
properly  and  honorably  conceded,  without  the  sac- 
rifice of  what  was  essentially  due  to  his  own  con- 
stituents and  the  people  of  all  the  States.  The  con- 
ferences of  the  committee  were  in  this  spirit — at- 
tended with  free  and  ample  discussion — and,  after 
a  full  interchange  of  views,  a  vote  was  taken  on  a 
proposition  moved  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri, 
[Mr.  Atchison,]  "  that  the  spirit  of  the  Missouri 
compromise  be  adopted  to  govern  the  settlement 
of  all  the  Territories  of  the  United  States."  On 
this  question  the  committee  divided,  five  for  and 
three  against  the  motion.  The  Senator  from  In- 
diana [Mr.  Bright]  then  moved  the  proposition, 
notice  of  which  had  been  previously  given  in  the 
Senate,  containing  the  leords  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise. As  the  conditiun  of  the  territory  was 
now  said  to  be  diflerent  from  that  to  which  that 
compromise  applied  in  1820,  a  motion  was  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Underwood] 
to  amend  that  proposition  by  providing  that  "all 
the  territory  in  New  Mexico  and  California,  south 
of  the  parallel  of  .36°  30',  shall  be  placed  on  the 
same  footing  in  all  respects  as  to  slavery  that  ex- 
isted in  Louisiana  while  it  was  a  territory."  On 
this  question  the  committee  divided,  four  for  the 
motion  and  four  against  it.  After  the  failure  of 
this  motion,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  with  a 
like  result — the  committee  being  again  equally  di- 
vided. 

At  tliis  stage  of  the  proceedings  all  compromise 
appeared  to  be  impossible.  But  the  committee 
proceeded  afterwards  to  consider  a  proposition  to 
endeavor  to  adjust  the  great  (juestion,  at  least  so 
far  as  to  enable  Congress  to  extend  the  laws  over 
and  provide  for  the  administration  of  justice  in  the 
Territories,  leaving  for  the  present  the  settlement 
of  it  to  the  laws  of  population,  or  the  adaptation 
of  soil,  climate,  and  all  circumstances  to  the  various 
kinds  of  labor.  While  it  was  admitted  on  all  sides 
thai  by  far  the  greatest  portion  of  the  Territories 
was  properly  adapted  to  free  labor,  and  would  ne- 
cessarily be  free  soil  forever,  yet  it  was  also  witli 
equal  unanimity  conceded  that  there  wa.s  a  portion 
of  it  where  free  labor  never  could  be  introduced 
owing  to  the  climate  and  the  peculiar  productions 
of  that  portion.  It  was  thought  that  if  Oregon, 
which  no  one  imagines  can  ever  be  slaveholding, 
could  be  organized  as  the  people  of  that  Territory 
desired,  by  the  temporary  adofdion  of  their  f)re3eiit 
laws  hitcrdicling  or  [)rolii biting  slavery  till  the 
Territorial  Legislature  proposed  to  be  organized 


by  a  popular  vote,  under  the  bill  referred  to  us, 
could  enact  some  law  on  the  subject,  most  of  the 
objections  which  had  been  urged  in  debate  to  the 
twelfth  section  would  be  obviated  without  any 
sacrifice  of  principle  by  those  who  urged  them; 
and  that,  after  thus  disposing  of  the  question,  so 
far  as  relates  to  Oregon,  the  Territories  of  Califor- 
nia and  New  Mexico  could  be  organized  in  the 
same  bill  by  the  appointment  of  a  governor,  sen- 
ator, and  judges,  to  compose,  according  to  the  old 
precedents,  a  temporary  Legislature  for  each  of 
these  Territories,  but  without  the  power'to  legis- 
late on  the  subject  of  slavery;  thus  placing  that 
question  beyond  the  power  of  the  Territorial  Legis- 
latuie,  and  resting  the  right  to  introduce  or  pro- 
hibit slavery  in  these  two  Territories  on  the  Con- 
stitution, as  the  same  should  be  expounded  by  the 
judges,  with  a  right  of  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States.  It  was  thought  that  by  this 
means  Congress  would  avoid  the  decision  of  this 
distracting  question,  leaving  it  to  be  settled  by  the 
silent  operation  of  the  Constitution  itself;  and  that 
in  case  Congress  should  refuse  to  touch  the  sub- 
ject, the  country  would  be  slaveholding  only  where, 
by  the  laws  of  Nature,  slave  labor  was  efifective, 
and  free  labor  could  not  maintain  itself.  On  the 
other  hand,  in  case  Congress  should  hereafter 
choose  to  adopt  the  compromise  line  of  36°  30', 
(north  of  which,  I  suppose,  it  is  not  expected  that 
slave  labor  can  be  introduced,)  or  any  other  rule 
of  settlement,  it  will  be  free  to  act  as  to  its  wisdom 
and  patriotism  shall  seem  fit. 

After  many  conflicts  of  opinion,  these  views 
thus  generally  expressed  were  substantially  agreed 
upon  with  great  unanimity,  all  the  members  of  the 
committee  agreeing  to  make  the  report,  and  but 
two  of  them  (one  from  the  North  and  the  other 
from  the  South)  disapproving  any  of  the  material 
features  as  they  understand  it.  By  order  of  the 
committee,  I  have  prepared  a  bill  in  accordance 
with  these  views.  It  contains  some  important 
amendments  to  the  Oregon  bill,  particularly  so  far 
as  it  corrects  the  defective  description  of  the  bound- 
aries in  tliat  bill.  4^ 

I  do  not  expect,  sir,  that  tttis  or  any  other  prop- 
osition which  the  wit  of  man  can  possibly  suggest, 
will  prevent  agitation  on  this  subject,  which  is  now 
daily  spreading  through  the  country,  and,  I  fear, 
dividing  it  into  geographical  parties.  If  the  Mis- 
souri compromise  of  36°  30'  should  be  adopted,  the 
agitators  would  immediately  raise  the  standard  of 
repeal,  and  agitate  as  fiercely  as  ever.  We  know 
that,  sir.  They  will  agitate  after  the  passage  of 
any  bill.  But  this  bill  resolves  the  whole  question 
between  the  North  and  South  into  a  constitutional 
and  a  judicial  question.  It  only  asks  of  men  of 
all  sections  to  stand  by  the  Constitution,  and  suffer 
that  to  settle  the  difference  by  its  own  tranquil 
operation.  If  the  Constitution  settles  the  question 
either  way,  let  those  who  rail  at  the  decision  vent 
their  indignation  against  their  'ancestors  who 
adopted  it.  We  offer  no  bill  to  introduce  slavery 
by  Congressional  enactment  into  any  free  territory. 
If,  as  the  South  contends,  the  Constitution  gives 
the  right  to  carry  their  slaves  there,  they  will 
maintain  that  right.  If,  as  the  North  contends, 
the  Constitution  confers  no  such  right,  they  will 
vindicate  their  claim.  And  Oregon  will  be  at  once 
organized  as  a  Territory,  with  power  to  elect  their 
own  Legislature — a,  power  which  the  committee 
think  cannot  now,  with  any  propriety,  be  con- 
ferred upon  the  population  of  the  two  other  terri- 
tories. 

I  now,  sir,  have  the  honor  to  report,  as  an  amend- 
ment and  a  substitute  for  the  bill  referred  to  the 
select  committee,  "  A  bill  to  establish  the  Terri- 
torial Governments  of  Oregon,  California,  and 
New  Mexico."  The  committee,  with  all  becoming 
modesty,  desire  to  say  that  they  do  not  view  their 
work  as  perfect;  but  it  is  the  very  best  which, 
under  all  the  embarrassing  circumstances  of  their 
position,  they  have  been  able  to  propose.  To  the 
Senate  they  appeal  for  assistance  to  correct  any 
errors  into  which  they  may  have  inadvertently 
fallen.  But  it  is  the  honest  opinion  of  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  committee,  that  by  the  passage  of  this 
bill  the  safety  of  the  Union  will  be  placed  beyond 
the  reach  of  agitation,  and  that  the  question,  and 
the  only  question,  which  now  threatens  to  endanger 
it,  may  be,  not  immediately  but  ultimately,  put 
at  rest  forever. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  first  time  and  unani- 
mously ordered  to  be  ]irinted. 

Oh  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  July  19,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved, 

Mr.  FARRELLY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  Committee  on  Patents  was  yester- 
day authorized  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  in 
the  investigation  of  the  charges  preferred  against 
the  Commissioner  of  Patents.     Agi-eed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FARRELLY,  th«  Committee 
on  Patents  were  authorized  to  employ  a  clerk. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  of  the  House  for  the  relief  of  certain  citizens 
of  Lowndes  county,  Mississippi,  reported  the  same 
back  to  the  House  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  E.  also  reported  from  the  same  committee 
a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  encourage 
the  introduction  and  promote  the  cultivation  of 
tropical  plants,'  "  approved  9th  July,  1838.  Read 
and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  the  following 
bills:  To  grant  land  to  the  inhabitants  of  town- 
ship eighteen,  north  of  ranges  one  and  two,  west 
of  the  fourth  principal  meridian  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, for  school  purposes;  to  grant  other  lands  in 
lieu  of  the  sixteenth  section  to  the  school  commis- 
sioners of  township  two  north,  range  nine,  west  of 
the  fourth  principal  meridian,  in  the  county  of 
Adams,  State  of  Illinois;  to  grant  to  the  trustees 
of  township  thirty-eight  north,  of  range  five  east, 
in  the  county  of  Elkhart,  State  of  Indiana,  so  much 
public  land  as  may,  with  the  fractional  sixteenth- 
section  therein,  make  up  an  entire  section;. which 
bills  were  severally  read  three  times,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  adverse  reports 
on  the  resolutions  and  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  Louisiana,  and  on  the  petitions  of  certain  citi- 
zens of  Barry  and  Hickman  counties,  Missouri; 
and  on  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Hardin  county, 
Illinois,  praying  the  passage  of  a  la\7  permitting 
the  selection  of  other  lands  in  lieu  of  the  sixteenth 
sections  for  school  purposes.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  to  confirm  the 
location  and  to  grant  a  quartfer-section  of  public 
land  for  the  county  site  of  Hillsborough  county, 
Florida,  reported  the  same  back  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time,  passed', 
and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  to  grant  a 
quantity  of  land  to  the  State  of  Mississippi,  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  navigation  of  certain 
rivers  in  that  State,  reported  the  same  back  to  the 
House  without  amendment.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  a  bill  to  grant 
the  right  of  way  through  the  public  land  in  the 
State  of  Alabama  to  the  Girard  Railroad  Company 
in  said  State.     Read  twice  and  committed. 

Subsequently,  Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  tO' 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  commit- 
ted.    Agreed  to. 

The  question  was  stated  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  third  section.     Disagreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  and, 
being  engrossed,  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roards,  to  which  was  referred 
Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Stokes,  re- 
ported the  same  back  without  amendment.  Com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  establish  certain  post  routes. 

Mr.  L.  explained  that  this  was  precisely  the 
same  bill  that  had  heretofore  been  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  es- 
tablishing certain  post  routes,  with  the  exception 
of  a  proviso  which  had  been  added  at  the  end,  in 
these  words: 

Provided,  Tliat  nolliinp;  in  tliis  net  contained  simll  he  eo 
construed  as  to  express  any  opinion  us  to  tlie  true  boundary 
ot'aiiy  State  or  Territory  named  llierein. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  arrd  amended  by  insert- 
ing provisions  for  routes  in  New  Jei-sey  and  New 
York. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  the 


1848. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


951 


previous  question,  which  was  seconded;  and,  un- 
der the  operation  thereof,  the  bill  was  read  the 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
currence. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  which  was  referred  Senate* bill  for  the 
relief  of  Alfred  White,  reported  the  same  back  to 
the  House  without  amendment. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  Senate 
bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  a  part  of  the  public 
reservation  numbered  13,  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, and  for  other  purposes,  reported  the  same 
back  to  the  House  with  an  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

[The  bill  provides  for  the  enlargement  of  the 
Congressional  Burial  Ground.] 

Some  conversation  ensued  on  the  bill  between 
Messrs.  SAWYER,  CHAPMAN,  and  FICK- 
LIN. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  reported  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  make 
such  rules  and  regulations,  consistent  with  existing  laws,  as 
may  more  effectually  provide  against  frauds  upon  soldiers  of 
the  war  with  Mexico,  and  secure  to  them  the  lands  and  tieas- 
ury  scrip  to  which  they  are  entitled  by  their  services. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of 
Messrs.  Cook,  Anthony,  Mahon,  and  others,  re- 
ported the  same  back  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment.    Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  they 
were  referred.  Senate  bills'  for  the  relief  of  the  So- 
ciety for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  for  the  relief  of  the 
Central  Railroad  and  Baking  Company  of  Geor- 
gia; which  bills  were  severally  read  a  third  time 
and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  asked  the  House  to 
take  up  the  bill  reported  by  him  some  time  since, 
giving  full  effect  to  treaties  of  extradition, on  which 
a  short  discussion  ensued  between  Messrs.  J.  R. 
INGERSOLL,  SAWYER,  and  FICKLIN.  The 
latter  gentleman  objecting,  the  bill  was  not  taken 
up. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  bills  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against 
the  United  States,"  approved  April  30,  1790,  and 
providing  for  the  purchase  and  distribution  of 
the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  among  the  several  States;  which  bills  were 
read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  the  bill  to  establish  a  judicial  district  in 
the  western  district  of  Arkansas,  reported  the  same 
back  to  the  House  without  amendment.  It  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bills  to  change  the  time  of  holding 
the  terms  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
in  the  district  of  Maine,  and  to  vest  the  title  of  the 
United  States  in  the  purchasers  of  certain  lands 
sold  under  ejfecution  against  Gordon  D.  Boyd,  re- 
ported the  same  back  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment.    Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bill  to  divide  the  district  of  Arkan- 
sas into  two  judicial  districts,  reported  the  same 
back  to  the  House  with  amendment.  Commit- 
ted. 

Mr.  MEADE,  from  the  same  committee,  report- 
ed a  bill  fortherelief  of  Henry  Gardner  and  others. 
Read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a  report 
on  the  petition  of  Francis  P.  Fenard,  administrator 
of  Francis  Pap,  recommending  that  the  bill  of  the 
Senate  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Cassels  and  others 
be  amended  so  as  to  embrace  his  case.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bill  to  provide  compensation  to 
William  Woodbridge  and  Henry  Chipman,  for 
services  in  adjusting  titles  to  land  in  Michigan,  and 
for  other  purposes,  reported  the  same  back  to  the 
House  without  amendment.     Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  House  bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding 
the  district  court  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  twid- 


dle district  of  Alabama,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Some  conversation  took  place  on  the  bill  between 
Me.ssrs.  GAYLE,  INGE,  and  HILLIARD. 

Mr.  BURT  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded,  and  under  the  operation  thereof  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims,  made  adverse 
reports  on  the  petitions  of  Nathaniel  Tracy  and 
of  the  heirs  of  Jonathan  Hoge.  Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Claims  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petitions  of  Lieutenant 
Jonathan  Smith;  Mary  Scott,  administratrix  of 
Lieutenant  John  C.  Scott,  deceased;  Elijah  W. 
Brown;  and  of  the  heirs  of  Willis  Wilson.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  IVERSON,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported bills  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa- 
tives of  Captain  Charles  Smith,  and  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  or  heirs  of  Captain 
John  Mountjoy.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  j;:elief  of  Mary  M.  Telfair, 
heir  and  legal  representative  of  Israel  Pearce. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  MORRIS,  from  the  same  committee,  m?ide 
an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Dennis  Pur- 
cell.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS,  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of  the  House 
supplemental  to  an  act  to  confirm  the  survey  and 
location  of  claims  for  lands  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi east  of  Pearl  river  and  south  of  the  31st  de- 
gree of  north  latitude,  approved  March  3d,  1845, 
reported  the  same  back  to  the  House,  with  the 
recommendation  that  the  House  concur  in  said 
amendment. 

The  amendment  was  read  and  concurred  in..  So 
the  bill  stands  passed. 

Mr.  RUIV^^Y,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  reWred  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jesse 
Turner,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  with- 
out amendment.     Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee, made  an  adverse 
report  on  the  petition  of  George  W.  Kincaid.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  SLlNGERLAND,from  the  Committee  on 
Agriculture,  made  a  report  on  the  subject  of  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil,  and  agriculture  generally. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr  PALFREY,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  so  much  of  the  annual  message 
of  the  President  as  relates  to  agriculture,  made  a 
report  thereon.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BARRINGER,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  to  sanction  an  agreement  made 
between  the  Wyandot  and  Delaware  tribes  of  In- 
dians, for  the  purchase  of  certain  lands  by  the 
former  of  the  latter  tribe,  reported  the  same  back 
to  the  House  without  amendment. 

The  joint  resolution  was  then  read  the  third  time 
and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  also,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  which  was  referred  the  joint  resolution 
of  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  H.  B.  Gaither,  re- 
ported the  same  back  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment.    Committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARRINGER,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  petition  of  citizens  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia  for  the  civilization  and 
preservation  of  the  Indians,  and  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal 
representatives  of  the  late  William  Armstrong. 
Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  McILVAINE  reported  the  following  reso- 
lution, which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  he  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  printing  ten  thousand  addi- 
tional copies  of  the  report  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  in  relation  to  the  organization  of  an  Indian  territory 
west  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

Mr.  BOTTS,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  for  the 
payment  of  the  fourth  regiment  in  the  second  bri- 
gade of  the  third  division  of  the  Vermont  militia 
for  services  at  the  battle  of  Flattsburg,  reported  the 
same  back  to  the  Flouse  without  amendment. 
Committed. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  BURT,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  was  discharged  from  the  consid- 
eration of  the  petition  of  the  old  fourth  regiment  of 
New  York  militia,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill 
for  the  increase  of  the  medical  corps  of  the  navy, 
reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  without 
amendment.     Committed. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the 
same  committee,  reported  a  bill  for  the  creation 
and  appointment  of  admirals  in  the  navy  of  the 
United  States.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  STANTON,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Boston.  Read 
and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bill  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  purchase  from  Dr.  James  P.  Espy  his 
patent  right  for  the  conical  ventilator  for  the  use 
of  the  United  States,  reported  the  same  back  to  the 
House  without  amendment.     Committed. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  indemnify  the  officers  and  crews  of 
vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States  navy  for  losses 
by  shipwreck,  fire,  and  otherwise.  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  S.  LAWRENCE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  certain  surviving  widows  of  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  revolutionary  army. 

The  bill  was  read  twice. 

Mr.  SILVESTER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  after  "  eighteen  hundred,"  the  words  "  and 
twelve;"  so  as  to  bring  down  the  period  of  restric- 
tion to  the  year  1812,  prior  to  which  a  widow 
claiming  the  benefit  of  pension  must  have  been 
married. 

After  giving  a  brief  history  of  what  had  previ- 
ously been  done  on  this  subject,  Mr.  S.  earnestly 
urged  the  justice  and  expediency  of  the  amend- 
ment. Thus  amended,  the  bill  would  open  a  foun- 
tain of  good  feeling,  in  which  men  of  opposite 
political  opinions  might  dip  their  arrows  and  ren- 
der them  harmless.  Around  a  bill  like  this,  men 
of  all  parties  might  gather  in  harmony  and  smoke 
the  calumet  of  peace.  This  remembrance  of  rev- 
olutionary services  was  holy  ground.  It  connected 
itself  with  a  modest  and  retiring  class  of  individ- 
als,  and  brought  back  to  the  mind  the  days  of 
Washington  and  of  his  compatriots  in  arms — the 
good  old  days  of  the  infancy  of  our  Republic,  and 
of  the  formation  of  that  free  and  happy  Govern- 
ment under  which  we  lived  in  safety;  a  Govern- 
ment whose  great  principles  of  liberty  had  not 
only  given  us  protection  and  happiness,  but  were 
making  their  way  in  other  lands,  and  seemed  des- 
tined to  pervade  and  bless  the  world.  Congress 
had  spent  large  sums  on  matters  of  doubtful  pro- 
priety. Millions  on  millions  had  been  lavished 
in  appropriations  which  the  Constitution  would 
scarcely  justify.  We  could  appropriate  by  thou- 
sands for  an  expedition  to  explore  the  Dead  Sea. 
Surely,  the  Government  which  could  do  this  ought 
not  to  refuse  to  extend  its  hand  to  the  relief  of  a 
few  unpretending,  helpless  women,  whose  hus- 
bands had  been  the  brave  defenders  of  our  rights. 
Mr.  S.  here  read  from  a  report  accompanying  the 
bill,  which  spoke  of  the  gratitude  of  the  country  to 
the  soldiers  of  the  Revolution.  This,  he  admitted, 
was  true  to  a  certain  extent;  but  the  relief  had 
come  tardily,  and  did  not  come  at  all  until  many 
of  those  who  deserved  it  by  their  deeds  of  patriot- 
ism had  gone  down  to  the  silent  grave;  while 
others  had  been  paid  in  worthless  Continental 
money.  He  found  that  the  first  pension-law  of  a 
general  character  had  been  passed  in  1818;  an- 
other followed  in  1820;  and  another  in  1828.  All 
these  bills  had  been  qualified  by  conditions.  The 
first  of  them  required  that  the  applicant  for  pen- 
sion must  first  prove  that  he  was  ni  needy  circum- 
stances; the  next  required  that  he  submit  a  sche- 
dule of  his  property;  and  the  last,  that  he  had 
served  during  the  whole  war  of  Independence. 
Thus  it  appeared  that  the  first  general  pension  law 
was  not  passed  until  forty-nine  years  after  the 
peace,  when  very  many  of  those  who  had  won 
our  independence  had  dropped  into  the  tomb. 

Mr.  S.  was  aware  that  this  subject  was  not  so 
attractive  to  the  House  as  many  others;  but  on 
account  of  the  sacred  character  of  its  associations 
it  ought  to  be  received  with  favor.  Why  should 
this  limitation  as  to  the  date  of  their  marriage  be 
imposed  on  the  pensions  of  these  widows  of  revo- 
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lulionary  soldiers?  The  committee's  report  in- 
sisted that  the  year  fixed  upon  as  a  limit,  viz:  the 
year  1800,  had  not  been  fixed  in  an  arbitrary  man- 
ner, because  at  iliat  lime  the  war  of  the  Revolution 
was  ended,  and  the  Indian  difficulties,  which  follow- 
ed it  were  for  the  most  part  quieted.  But,  in  reply 
to  this,  he  begged  to  read  a  brief  extract  from  the  re- 
port of  the  minority  of  the  committee.  Mr.  S.  having 
lead  the  extract,  went  on  to  contend  that  the  limit- 
ation was  purely  arbitrary,  and  the  excuse  for  it 
not  founded  in  fact.  It  had  formerly  been  fixed  at 
J 794;  but  Congress  had  departed  from  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  it  was  contended  that  the  limit 
ought  to  rest,  and  had  reduced  it  as  low  as  1800. 
The  pensions  had  been  extended  first  for  five  years; 
then  for  one  year  longer;  then  again  for  five  years, 
and  filially  for  life.  And  it  was  right.  These 
pensioners  were  entitled  to  it  on  every  principle  of 
reason  and  of  justice.  We  were  too  forgetful  of 
the  past;  we  were  very  ready  to  speak  of  the  noble 
achievemeius  and  the  deeds  of  patriotic  daring 
which  had  been  accomplished  by  our  revolutionary 
army,  but  we  let  our  admiration  go  no  further. 
There  it  stopjied.  On  our  last  sabbath  of  freedom, 
when  the  foundation  was  laid  of  a  monument  to 
Washington,  he  had  observed  with  pleasure  that 
the  surviving  soldiers  of  the  Revolution  held  an 
honorable  and  conspicuous  place  assigned  them  in 
the  solemnities  of  that  memorable  occasion;  the 
.same  mark  of  respect  was  paid  them  in  all  public 
and  national  celebrations  throughout  the  country. 
It  was  right;  it  showed  that  the  nation  remembered 
and  delighted  to  honor  their  noble  sacrifices  and 
patriotic  deeds;  but  while  we  remembered  these, 
ought  the  wives  and  children  of  these  men  to  be 
forgotten  ? 

Some  genilemen  insisted  that  pensions  were  a 
mere  gratuity:  he  admitted  that  in  some  aspects 
they  were  a  gratuity;  but  they  were  also  a  debt,  a 
just  and  sacred  debt:  those  for  whom  they  were 
provided  had  a  strong  demand  upon  our  gratitude 
and  affection.  And  if  we  respected  the  soldier, 
who  suffered,  fought,  and  died  for  the  country,  we 
ought  surely  to  respect  those  who  were  dear  to 
them,  and  who  formed  a  part  of  themselves.  What 
could  be  more  gratifying  to  those  late  survivors  of 
the  revolutionary  struggle,  whose  number  was  so 
much  reduced,  and  who  were  daily  falling  into  the 
grave,  than  to  know  that  the  country  had  made  an 
honorable  provision  for  those  they  left  behind  .' 

Mr.  S.  would  here  allude  to  a  public  sentiment 
uttered  by  the  late  distmguished  member  from 
Massachusetts,  who  had  lately  departed  from 
among  us,  but  whose  fame  was  a  part  of  the  treas- 
ure of  the  whole  country.  It  was  a  sentiment 
beautiful  in  its  conception,  elegant  in  its  expression, 
and  chaste  and  classical  in  its  allusion.  It  was 
this:  "  The  living  records  of  the  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution, like  the  books  of  the  sibyls,  as  they  decrease 
in  numlier  tliey  grow  in  value." 

Mr.  S.,  according  to  promise,  renewed  the  call 
for  the  previous  question;  but  the  House  refused 
tu  second  it. 

Mr.  BO  WLIN  obtained  the  floor,  and  went  into 
.1  very  earnest  speech  in  opposition  to  the  amend- 
ment. He  denounced  the  existing  pension  system 
and  its  gradual  extension  as  an  open  plundering  of 
the  treasury.  The  limitation  which  had  been  fixed 
by  law  for  the  marriage  of  those  to  whom  these 
revolutionary  pensions  were  to  be  allowed  had  not 
been  fixed  in  an  arbitrary  manner,  but  was  founded 
in  justice  and  in  common  sense.  It  was  intended 
as  a  safeguard  to  prevent  pensions  for  revolutionary 
services  being  allowed  to  tho.se  who  had  not  been 
alive  in  the  times  of  the  Revolution.  A  pension 
was  n  gratuity,  a  mere  bounty,  and  nothing  else; 
and  when  pensions  werefirst allowed, they  had  ac- 
cordingly been  carefttlly  guarded  by  the  wisdom 
of  our  ancestors  so  as  to  be  given  to  those  only 
who  had  rendered  valuable  service  to  the  country, 
anil  who  were  in  needy  circtimstances  requiring 
public  aid.  But  since  then,  the  system  had  gone 
on  spreading  wider  and  wider,  t^ll  now  pensions 
wen;  pjiid  to  men  worth  half  a  million  of  dollars. 
When  once  the  rn-iginal  princijile  of  the  limitation 
was  departed  from.  Congress  were  comf)letcly  at 
sea;  there  was  no  stopping  place.  If  we  abandoned 
1800  and  came  down  to  1812,  why  not  come  down 
10  a  period  slill  later?  It  was  propo-^ed  to  make  a 
leap  at  f)nceof  twelve  years  and  come  down  to  181^; 
ihc  next  he  supposed  would  be  some  twelve  years 
ipore,  and  would  ining  us  df)wn  to  1824;  and  so 
we  should  go  on  till  we  came  down  at  length  to 
1848.     Why  not? 


All  the  fine  things  which  had  been  said  about 
dipping  our  arrows  and  uniting  to  reward  revolu- 
tionary services  looked  very  beautiful  on  paper; 
but  the  tax-payers  of  the  country  would  require 
something  more  to  reconcile  them  to  this  open 
plunder  of  the  treasury.  But  this  was  only  the 
beginning  of  troubles.  The  loose  verbiage  of  the 
bill  was  such  as  to  include  almost  every  being  in 
creation. 

Mr.  S.  LAWRENCE,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bow- 
LiN,]  said  the  gentleman  was  entirely  mistaken  as 
to  his  having  made  a  speech.  He  had  merely  re- 
ported the  bill,  in  obedience  to  the  instructions  of 
the  House. 

In  reference  to  the  allegations  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman, that  the  House  were  called  upon  to  act 
without  information  on  this  subject,  and  that  the 
bill  would  draw  millions  of  dollars  from  the  treas- 
ury, and  give  pensions  to  orphans  and  children 
and  a  class  of  persons  heretofore  unknown  to  our 
pension  system,  Mr.  Lawrence  desired  to  say  that 
all  the  information  he  desired  had  been  embodied 
in  a  report  submitted  by  him  on  behalf  of  the  mi- 
nority of  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions, which  had  been  before  the  House  since 
February  last.  If  the  gentleman  had  taken  the 
trouble  to  look  at  that  report,  he  would  have  seen 
that  his  estimate  of  the  amount  to  be  drawn  from 
the  treasury  under  this  bill  was  very  erroneous. 
He  was  equally  mistaken  as  to  other  portions  of 
the  bill.  It  provided  only  for  the  widows  of  such 
as  would  be  entitled  to  pensions  under  existing 
pension  laws.  It  merely  extended  the  limitation 
of  the  period  of  the  marriage. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  referred  to  the  previous  action 
of  the  House  upon  this  bill  during  the  present 
session,  it  having  been  recommitted,  when  former- 
ly under  consideration,  to  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions,  with  instructions  to  report 
this  very  bill.  Pie  had  no  sympathy  with  the 
course  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri.  He  did 
not  measure  his  gratitude  for  the  meu  of  the  Rev- 
olution by  dollars  and  cents.  It  w^Wi  debt  which 
was  due  as  some  small  token  of  our  gratitude — not 
a  mere  donation,  as  the  gentleman  represented. 

The  gentleman,  he  thought,  had  correctly  stated 
that  he  had  not  minutely  examined  the  bill.  In- 
stead of  the  additional  burden  of  millions  which 
he  predicted  it  would  throw  upon  the  treasury,  it 
would  not  increase  the  expenditures  of  ourpension 
system  over  |200,000,  or,  at  the  extreme,  over 
$'282,000.  The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions,  who  had  gone  into  a  minute 
estimate,  showed  the  fact.  It  extended  the  revolu- 
tionary pensions  to  no  class  of  persons  who  were 
not  now  entitled  to  them;  but  was  a  mere  extension 
of  the  period  prior  to  which  the  marriage  must  have 
occurred,  from  1794  to  1800. 

The  gentleman  had  asked,  why  limit  it  to  1800? 
Pie  would  reply,  why  limit  the  period  to  1794,  as 
was  done  by  the  existing  law?  The  war  closed 
and  peace  was  declared  in  1783.  The  reason  was, 
that  the  country  remembered  with  gratitude  the 
services  of  those  men  who  had  periled  their  lives 
and  their  all  in  the  Revolution;  and  the  reason  that 
they  now  proposed  to  extend  the  period  of  mar- 
riage to  1800  was,  that  they  retained  the  memory 
of  their  services,  that  the  debt  of  gratitude  still 
existed,  and  they  were  determined  it  should  be 
repaid,  or  rather  acknowledged,  by  this  trifling 
pension  to  the  widows  and  children  of  those  de- 
ceased soldiers.  He  warmly  urged  the  passage  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  VENABLE  expressed  himself  amused  at 
the  flourish  of  trumpets  and  the  high-sounding 
professions  of  patriotism  which  gentlemen  some- 
times made  use  of  to  press  bills  through  this  House, 
by  the  power  of  excitement  and  sympathy,  which 
could  not  be  passed  on  calm  deliberation.  The 
system  of  pensions  was  contrary  to  the  genius  of 
our  Government;  the  word  itself  implied  it;  and 
there  ought  to  be  a  strong  reason  for  granting  a  pen- 
sion in  any  case.  A  pension  was  a  donation,  by 
act  of  Congress,  of  that  to  which  the  person  of  his 
own  right  was  not  entitled.  He  did  not  yield  to  any 
gentleman  in  his  admiration  of,andgratitudeto,  the 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution.  Those  who  had  served 
their  country  in  that  war,  who  had  bared  their 
bosoms  in  her  defence,  should  be  paid,  and  had 
been  paid.  But  why  should  a  woman,  who  per- 
haps was  born  since  the  Revolution,  receive  a  pen- 
sion for  no  other  reason  than  that  she  had  com- 
mitted the  very  foolish  net  of  marrying  an  old  man 


who  had  been  in  the  war,  and  had  received  hia 
pay  and  pension  during  his  life?  Wherever  it 
could  be  distinctjy  made  out  that  a  man  or  his 
family  were  entitled  to  receive  a  pension,  he  would 
pay  it;  but  these  were  not  such  cases.  He  was 
opposed  to  establishing  a  precedent  for  pensioning 
the  individuals  and  their  wives  and  families,  to  all 
time,  who  had  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  of 
the  Mexican  war.  He  hoped  no  such  eleemosy- 
nary establishment  would  be  fastened  on  the  treas- 
ury of  the  United  Slates.  He  knew  that  it  was 
attempted  to  get  up  a  prejudice  against  any  man 
who  dare  oppose  such  a  bill,  and  that  the  cry  was 
raised  that  he  was  opposed  to  the  soldier.  He  re- 
peated that  he  was  as  much  the  soldier's  friend  as 
any  gentleman,  but  he  looked  also  to  the  great 
body  of  the  tax-payers  in  the  country;  and  was 
ready  to  meet  the  responsibility  of  opposing  the 
establishment  of  an  enormous  and  unjust  pension 
system,  the  expenditures  of  which  were  to  be 
drawn  from  their  pockets. 

Mr.  CABELL  next  obtained  the  floor;  and, 
remarking  that  he  was  desirous  to  proceed  to  other 
business,  demanded  the  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded. 

The  main  question  was  ordered;  and,  being 
taken,  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Silvester,  to  extend 
the  period  to  1812,  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
was  subsequently  read  a  third  time  and  passed: 
Ygas  128,  nays  38. 

Mr.  S.  LAWRENCE  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill;  and — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COLLINS,  the  motion  to  re- 
consider was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  LAWRENCE,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions  was  discharged 
from  the  petitions  of  Mary  Cook,  widow  of  John 
Cook,  and  of  the  citizens  of  Brown  county,  In- 
diana, in  behalf  of  William  Tucker.  Laid  on  the 
table.  0 

Mr.  DONNELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions,  to  which  was  referred  Senate 
bill  granting  a  pension  to  Abigail  Garland,  widow 
of  Jacob  Garland,  deceased,  reported  the  same 
back  to  the  House  without  amendment.  Com- 
mitted. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Eve  Boggs,  widow  of  John  Boggs. 
Read  and  committed. 

Also,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of 
John  England.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FREEDLEY,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Dana  and  for 
the  relief  of  Hannah  Kinney.  Read  and  commit- 
ted. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Taylor, 
reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  without 
amendment.     Compnitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FREEDL'EY,  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions  was  discharged  from 
the  petitions  of  Anne  Royal,  widow  of  William 
Royal,  and  Patience  Corbin,  and  from  the  affidavit 
of  Richard  Pattison.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  adverse 
reports  on  the  petitions  of  the  heirs  of  Daniel  Av- 
ery, Edward  Shepherd,  John  M.  Rosebury,  and 
Susannah  Kimball.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COCKE,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Martha  Dameron,  widow  o 
Christopher  Tompkins.     Read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COCKE,  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the 
petition  of  Joseph  Sloan.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STRONG,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of  Andrew  McKim 
and  Robert  Perry,  heirs  of  Andrew  Snyder,  Abi- 
gail Edgerly,  and  ^ckinson  Lumpkin.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referied  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thompson 
Hutchinson,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House 
without  amendment.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HAMMONS,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Welcome  Parmenter,  reported  the  same  back  to 
the  House  without  amendment.     Committed. 

Mr.  SILVESTER,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  the  heirs 
of  Joseph  Plumb.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  SILVESTER,  the  Commit- 
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tee  0(1  Revolutionary  Pensions  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Elizabeth  C.  Fitzhugh,  widow  of  Peregrine  Fitz- 
hugh.     Laid  on  the  table.  * 

Mr.  CUiMMiNS,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Elizabeth  Jones,  reported  the  same  back  to  the 
House  without  amendment.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  joint  resolution  relative 
to  steam  navigation. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice. 
Mr.  KING  spoke  at  length  in  support  of  his 
resolution.  He  traced  the  progress  of  the  steam 
navigation  of  Great  Britain,  from  the  first  success- 
ful voyages  of  the  Sirius  and  the  Great  Western  to 
the  present  period,  showing  the  number  of  steam- 
ers employed  in  sailing  between  England  and  this 
western  continent,  and  the  British  West  India 
Islands,  together  with  much  valuable  statistical  in- 
formation on  the  same  subject,  which,  he  said, 
ehowed  satisfactorily  that  not  only  the  safety  of 
our  commerce,  but  of  our  very  seaboard,  required 
that  we  should  encourage  steam  navigation,  that 
we  might  be  prepared  with  a  number  of  war  steam- 
ers in  case  of  necessity,  and  promote  our  com- 
merce in  time  of  peace. 

[This  speech  was  exceedingly  elaborate,  and  its 
statistical  character  requires  its  careful  revision 
before  publication.  It  will  be  published  in  the 
Appendix.] 

Mr.  VINTON  said  this  was  an  important  sub- 
ject, and  could  not,  he  presumed,  be  disposed  of 
without  some  debate.  He  therefore  suggested  that 
it  should  be  informally  laid  aside,  or  be  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  that  some  other  business  might  be  taken 
up  and  completed.  He  held  in  his  hand  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  army,  which  it  was 
important  that  he  should  report,  that  it  might  be 
printed,  as  he  proposed  to  call  it  up  the  day  after 
to-morrow;  and  he  desired  also  that  the  civil  and 
diplomatic^bill  should  be  passed  to-day.  He  there- 
fore moved* that  these  resolutions  be  informally  laid 
aside,  for  the  reasons  which  he  had_  indicated. 

Mr.  McClelland  objected,  and  moved  their 
committal  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  that  they  be  printed. 

Mr.  KING  said,  there  was  but  one  resolution 
of  the  series  which  could,  with  propriety,  be  sent 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union.  He  referred  to  that  which  proposed  that 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  should  make  a  tempo- 
rary arrangement  with  Captain  Marshall.  The 
other  resolutions  simply  required  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  advertise  for  proposals,  which  should 
be  returned  to  this  House  at  its  next  session.  The 
session  was  now  drawing  to  its  termination;  and, 
unless  these  resolutions  should  be  now  passed,  he 
feared  that  nothing  would  be  done  towards  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  great  objects  contemplated. 
If  they  should  be  sent  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  all  hopes  would 
be  abandoned.  He  preferred  that  they  should  be 
passed  over  informally,  and  called  up  again  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  McClelland  said,  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  would  recollect,  that  at  the  heel  of  the  last 
session  he  introduced  a  proposition  that  was  very 
similar.  The  consequence  was,  that  very  little 
consideration  was  given  to  it,  and  he  supposed  the 
members  knew  very  little  about  it.  There  were 
many  things  in  relation  to  this  proposed  system 
which  he  (Mr.  McC.)  liked  very  much,  but  there 
were  others  that  he  disliked.  He  would  like, 
therefore,  to  have  these  plans  laid  before  the  House 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  where  they  could  go  into  the  merits  of 
them. 

Mr.  KING  said,  the  subject  was  well  under- 
stood. 

Mr.  McClelland  doubted  that,  and  there- 
fore he  preferred  the  freedom  of  debate,  which  the 
committee  would  afford,  rather  than  discussion  in 
the  House,  with  the  restrictions  which  its  rules 
imposed. 

Mr.  KING  replied,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan  [Mr.  McClelland]  was  in  error  as  to 
fact;  and  he  was  the  last  man  in  the  House  that  he 
should  expect  to  make  such  a  mistake.  He  said 
that  a  similar  measure  had  been  reported  at  the 
heel, of  the  last  session,  and  passed  through  the 
House  without  being  understood.  Now,  the  fact 
was,  that  the  bill  had  been  reported  in  May,  1846, 


and  had  been  before  the  House  and  on  the  tables 
of  members  for  a  whole  session. 

Mr.  McClelland  replied,  that  the  report 
might  have  been  made  at  the  time  mentioned;  but 
it  was  well  known  that  not  one  tenth  of  the  mem- 
bers ever  read  the  numerous  printed  reports  that 
were  laid  upon  their  tables. 

Mr.  KING  said,  that  was  not  his  fault.  If  the 
committee  had  laid  all  the  facts  and  arguments  in 
favor  of  a  measure  for  months  together  before 
every  member  of  the  House,  and  they  would  not 
read  them,  it  was  their  own  fault.  The  bill  had 
been  on  the  calendar  from  the  3d  of  May. 

Mr.  VINTON  remonstrated.  He  urged  the 
propriety  of  laying  this  bill  aside  informally  that 
the  committee  might  report  another  appropriation 
bill,  and  that  the  general  appropriation  bill,  which 
had  been  engrossed,  might  be  taken  up  and  passed. 
Mr.  KING  hoped  this  would  not  be  done. 
Mr.  FICKLIN  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  KING  said  that  if  this  was  done,  the  bill 
would  go  into  the  tomb  of  the  Capulets.  He  hoped 
that  every  friend  of  our  commercial  marine,  that 
every  man  who  desired  to  see  American  interests 
take  precedence  of  those  of  a  foreign  nation,  would 
stand  up  for  the  bill  and  resist  such  a  motion. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  said  that  the  bill  or  resolution 
provided  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  might  re- 
ceive bids  for  the  erection  of  these  steamers,  and 
this  would  come  to  be  pleaded  as  the  ground  of 
allowances  hereafter,  just  as  had  happened  in  the 
case  of  the  Postmaster  General,  who  had  made  a 
contract  without  authority  of  law,  and  the  con- 
tractors then  came  and  pleaded  that  in  good  faith 
Congress  was  bound  to  remunerate  them;  he  feared 
a  like  result  in  this  case. 

Mr,  KING  explained.  The  Secretary  was  to 
make  no  contract,  but  only  to  receive  bids,  and 
report  them  to  Congress.  The  last  resolution  au- 
thorized him  to  contract  temporarily  for  the  use  of 
a  certain  ship,  till  Congress  should  have  acted  on 
the  bids  made.     No  appropriation  was  asked. 

Here  a  gre^  strife  arose  as  to  the  course  of  busi- 
ness— some  moving  to  lay  aside  these  resolutions 
informally,  others  to  refer  them  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  others  to 
adjourn. 

Inquiries  were  pressed  on  the  Chair,  and  many 
gentlemen  were  addressing  the  Speaker  at  once; 
until  at  length — 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table;  which  was  carried. 

The  committees  being,  after  much  objection, 
called  on  for  reports — 

Mr.  VINTON  asked  leave  to  report  back  to  the 
House  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  army. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  objected  to 
any  report  out  of  order. 

Mr.  VINTON  appealed  to  the  House  for  leave 
to  report  the  bill,  as  it  was  of  great  importance  that 
it  should  be  acted  on. 
Objections  being  persisted  in — 
Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  Susannah 
Prentiss;  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  R.  Saunders; 
for  the  relief  of  Sylvanus  Blodget;  and  for  the  re- 
lief of  Aaron  Stafford;  which  bills  were  severally 
read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Moses  White,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House 
without  amendment. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senatebill  for  the  relief  of  DavidN.  Smith, 
reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  without 
amendment.     Committed. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  rose  to  a  privileged 
question.  He  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  House  refused  to  strike  out  of  the  bill 
making  appropriotions  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending 
June  30, 1849,  the  item  for  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions in  the  Savannah  river. 

The  above  motion  was  laid  over  until  to-mor- 
row. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved,  at 
four  o'clock,  that  the  House  adjourn.     Lost. 

Mr.  VINTON  again  appealed  to  the  House  to 
suffer  the  army  appropriation  bill  to  be  reported. 
Objected  to. 


Mr.  COLLINS  moved  to  adjourn.     Lost. 

Mr.  VINTON  now,  by  leave,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  army  for  the 
year  ending  30th  June,  1849.  R.ead  twice  and 
committed.  ^ 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  July  19,  1848. 
Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  a  memorial  from 
Alexander  B.Johnson,  of  New  York,  complaining 
of  the  mail  being  suppressed  on  Sundays,  and 
showing  the  injury  sustained  by  the  commercial 
and  traiJing  interests,  and  the  loss  to  the  revenue, 
and  asking  Congress  to  remedy  the  evil;  which 
was  read,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  prmted. 

THE  COMPROMISE. 
Mr.  CLAYTON  rose  and  said:  There  may 
possibly  be  some  misapprehension  in  regard  to  a 
portion  of  the  remarks  made  by  me  yesterday  in 
introducing  the  bill  for  the  organization  of  Territo- 
rial Governments  in  Oregon,  New  Mexico,  and 
California,  and  I  desire  to  correct  it  if  any  such 
exist.  -The  Select  Committee  desired,  and  in  that 
desire  I  fully  concur,  that  the  bill  should  speak  for 
itself,  and  that  it  should  be  regarded  as  the  expo- 
nent of  their  views  and  opinions.  It  was  not  my 
purpose  to  submit  the  remarks  which  I  made  yes- 
terday in  lieu  of  a  report;  nor  were  they  to  be 
regarded  as  tantamount  to  a  report.  The  bill,  I 
repeat,  is  to  speak  for  itself.  It  fully  reveals  the 
sentiments  of  the  committee,  and  for  that  very 
reason  a  fornrml  report  was  deemed  unnecessary. 
I  do  not  know  that  it  is  now  necessary  for  me  to 
say  anything  more  than  to  add  that  a  large  major- 
ity of  the  committee  decidedly  expressed  the  wish 
that  this  measure  might  become  a  law,  with  the 
expectation  and  design  that  it  would  prove  to  be 
an  adjustment  of  the  great  question  now  in  contro- 
versy between  the  North  and  the  South.  I  shall, 
if  there  be  no  objection,  call  up  the  bill  to-morrow, 
aad  then  every  member  of  the  committee  will  have 
an  opportunity  of  expressing  his  views  upon  the 
subject — an  opportunity  of  which  I  design  to  avail 
myself. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  I  am  exceedingly  gratified 
by  the  explanation  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware. 
Had  it  not  been  made,  it  might  have  been  sup- 
posed in  some  quarters  that  the  whole  committee 
had  concurred  in  all  the  particular  views  which  he 
for  himself  had  expressed.  I  agree  with  him  in  tes- 
tifying that  it  was  the  unanimous  understanding 
of  the  committee  that  the  bill  should  speak  for 
itself;  and  I  may  add,  that  it  was  also  understood 
by  me  that  this  was  to  be  a  pennanent  and  not  a 
temporary  settlement  of  the  whole  questiou. 

Mr.  KING  inquired  whether  the  remarks  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  had  been  regard- 
ed in  the  light  of  a  report  from  the  committee,  and 
were  so  recorded  on  the  Journal  by  the  Secretary? 
The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  replied  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  PHELPS.  I  refrained  yesterday  from 
making  any  remarks  in  refe'rence  to  what  fell  from 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Select  Committee, 
because  I  understood  it  was  not  to  be  regarded  as 
a  report,  for  which,  in  all  its  particulars,  the  com- 
mittee was  responsible. 

Mr.  CLAYTON,  (in  his  seat.)  Of  course  not. 
Mr.  PHELPS.  I  am  willing  to  say,  however, 
that  I  concurred  in  the  action  of  the  committee. 
In  my  judgment,  the  only  mode  for  the  adjustment 
of  this  question  has  been  adopted;  and  I  think  1 
can  sustain  that  opinion  before  the  country  and  ray 
constituents,  by  reasons  which  I  shall  take  the  op- 
portunity of  stating  hereafter. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  never  spoke  for  any  man 
in  my  life,  except  at  the  bar  in  my  professional 
character;  never  m  any  public  body  have  I  attempt- 
ed to  speak  for  any  one  but  myself,  and  I  suppose 
all  understood  that  my  remarks  yesterday  were  in- 
tended as  my  speech,  and  that  no  man  would  claim 
it  as  his.  I  insist  upon  it,  sir,  that  it  was  my 
speech ! 

Here  the  explanations  ended. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the 
memorial  of  Mehitable  Gibbs. 
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Also,  from  the  same  committee,  an  adverse  re- 
port on  the  memorial  of  Mary  Coleman. 

Mr.  FELCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  examina- 
tion and  settlement  of  claims  for  land  at  the  Sault 
de  Ste.  Marie,  Michigan,  accompanied  by  a  report; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  bill  was 
read  a  first  time. 

RESOLUTIONS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  DAYTON, 

Kesolveif,  That  there  he  piiiited  2.50  ailditional  copies  of 
Senate  rtocument  No.  80,  prepared  by  Aaron  H.   Talmer, 
and  tliat  the  same  be  dehvered  to  the  said  Pahner-for  his 
own  use. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed 10  incjuire  whether  the  laws  for  the  organization  of 
tlie  Territory  of  \Vi>consin  are  or  are  not  still  in  e.\istence 
and  force  over  that  portion  of  said  Territory,  embraced  with- 
in the  ori;anized  limits  of  liie  Slate  of  VVisconsiri,and  if  they 
are,  to  inquire  further  into  the  expediency  of  mailing  appro- 
priation at  tlie  present  session  of  Congress  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  said  Territory  of  Wisconsin,  and  to  report  to  the 
Senate  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN submitted  the  following: 
Resoh-e<1,  That  8,000  additional  copies  of  Emory's  report 

and  illustrations  be  printed  and  bound  for  the  use  of  the 

Sejiate. 

Mr.  HALE  submitted  the  following: 
Reso/red,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be  requested  to 
furnish  the  .Senate  with  the  official  returns  of  each  of  the 
ships  of  the  line,  the  frigates,  and  the  sloops  of  war  now  in 
commission,  of  the  punishment  inflicted  in  each  of  said  ves- 
sels as  appears  by  the  last  return  of  each. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  was  taken  up  and 
adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  directed  to 
pay  to  J.  C.  Fremont,  for  iiis  labor  and  services,  since  he  left 
the  army  of  the  United  States,  in  preparing  and  compiling 
the  map  of  Oregon  and  (Jalifornia,  as  ordered  by  the  Senate 
ou  the  2rl  February,  1847,  and  in  drawing  up  a  geographical 
memoir  in  illustration  of  said  map  :  Provided,  That  the  rate 
of  pay  shall  not  exceed  that  allowed  to  S.  N.  Nicollet,  E-q., 
for  similar  labors  and  services  in  preparing  and  compiling  his 
hydrograpliical  and  topographical  map  of  the  basin  of  the 
Upper  Mississippi. 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House  relinquish- 
ing to  the  State  of  Missouri  certain  trophies  of 
Doniphan's  expedition  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time  by  its  title;  when — 

Mr.  ATCHISON  moved  that  the  ordinary  forms 
be  dispensed  with,  and  the  bill  be  at  once  consid- 
ered; wliich,  by  unanimous  consent,  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  BENTON  made  some  remarks  descriptive 
of  the  capture  of  these  cannon,  and  the  uses  to 
whicli  they  had  been  applied  against  the  enemy, 
and  paid  a  well-merited  compliment  to  Colonel 
Doniphan  and  to  the  gallant  officers  under  his 
command. 

[Mr.  Benton  could  not  be  distinctly  heard  in 
the  gallery.] 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said  he  did  not  know  a 
more  appropriate  occasion  than  the  present  to 
inquire  into  the  fate  of  a  certain  resolution  submit- 
ted by  him  some  three  months  since  in  relation  to 
a  medal  to  Col.  D.  and  swords  to  the  gallant  offi- 
cers who  had  pat^icipated  with  him  in  his  glorious 
achievements. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied,  the  resolution  was  in  his 
hands;  and  Mr.  H.  intimated  that  it  had  been  kept 
there  a  long  time. 

The  joint  resolution  was  then  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  naval  appro- 
priation bill. 

The  amendments  made  by  the  committee,  stri- 
king out  the  various  items  of  approjH'iation  for 
marine  hospitals,  were  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  NILES  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
the  following  proviso  to  the  ilem  making  appropri- 
ation for  the  contract  for  Atlantic  steam  vessels  : 

Provided,  That  this  appropriation  chall  not  he  considered 
an  approving  and  ratifying  any  of  said  tontracts  for  mail  lincB 
for  a  longer  period  than  live  years; 

and  striking  out  the  provision  for  an  advance  of 
Ji25,000  a  month  to  enable  the  contractors  to  pre- 
pare the  steamers  for  the  lines.       > 

Mr.  N.  said,  the  clause  which  he  proposed  to 
strike  out  gave  authority  to  loan  money  to  the  con- 
tractors for  these  steam  vessels,  for  the  purpose  of 
enal)ling  them  to  carry  out  tliese  contracts.  There 
was  no  security  for  the  loan;  and  if  persons  making 
contracts  were  to  be  furnished  by  Government  with 
the  capital  to  carry  out  their  contracts,  we  may 
expect  applicants  without  number.    The  adoption 


of  this  clause  in  the  House  had  already  induced 
the  contractors  on  another  line  to  apply  for  a  sim- 
ilar favor.  He  had  been  addressed  on  the  subject. 
Had  it  been  announced  that  Government  would 
supply  the  capital,  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  con- 
tracts might  have  been  made  on  much  lower  terms. 
Part  of  these  contracts  had  been  already  disposed 
of  as  a  speculation:  the  contract  was  originally 
made  as  a  matter  of  speculation.  He  spoke  against 
the  law  under  which  these  contracts  were  made, 
considering  it  as  a  bad  one  for  the  United  States. 
He  also  adverted  to  the  manner  in  which  the  con- 
tracts were  given  out,  so  that  the  present  contractor 
obtained  his  contract  for  the  sum  of  $45,000  higher 
than  the  lowest  bidder  offisied,  on  the  ground  that 
the  lowest  offer  was  for  a  propeller,  which  was 
regarded  as  inferior  in  speed  and  safety.  He  ob- 
jected also  to  the  contract  being  given  for  ten  years, 
which  his  amendment  proposed  to  reduce  to  five 
years. 

Mr.  HALE  said  he  had  been  disposed  to  look 
on  this  item  as  one  out  of  which  the  public  might 
possibly  derive  some  benefit,  which  was  more  than 
he  could  anticipate  from  most  of  the  other  items. 
He  did  not  object  to  the  aid  which  the  bill  pro- 
posed to  extend  to  the  contractor  in  this  case:  he 
thought  it  was  of  little  consequence  to  the  Govern- 
ment whether  the  means  were  furnished  at  one 
time  or  at  another. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  called  for  the  spe- 
cial order,  and  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  this  bill  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

The  naval  appropriation  bill  was  then  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WALKER,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
grant  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  the  military  reser- 
vation at  Fort  Winnebago,  in  said  State;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  the 
Senate  then  proceeded  (quarter-past  twelve)  to  the 
consideration  of  Executive  business;  and,  after 
some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  v^ve  reopened, 
and  * 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  July  20,  1848. 

The  Journal  having  been  read — 
CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  would  proceed  to  decide 
the  question  of  order  raised  last  evening  upon  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Michigan,  [Mr. 
Stuart.] 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  rose  to  a  question  of 
order,  and  submitted  that  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan  could  not  make  the  motion  to  reconsider, 
having  voted  for  the  motion  to  strike  out. 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  would  decide  that  point 
with  the  other,  and  proceeded  to  state  the  question. 
It  was  well  known  to  the  House  that  the  item  in 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  which 
provided  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  the  Sa- 
vannah river,  had  been  struck  out  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  that  the 
vote  in  the  House  upon  concurring  in  that  amend- 
ment was  reported  on  the  record — yeas  86,  nays  83. 
Of  course  the  amendment  was  adopted,  and  the  ap- 
propriation struck  out.  Yesterday,  however,  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  rose  and 
stated  that  his  vote  was  wrongly  entered  that  he 
voted  "  aye"  instead  of  "  no,"  and  called  for  a  cor- 
rection, which  was  accorded  to  him  as  his  right. 
The  vote  was  then  reported  yeas  85,  nays  84.  A 
case  then  arose  under  the  rule,  in  which  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  Speaker  to  settle  the  question;  the 
Speaker  voted  in  the  negative,  making  the  vote 
yeas  85,  nays  85,  whereby  the  amendment  was 
rejected,  and  the  original  item,  as  contained  in 
the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  was  retained.  In  the  mean  tiine,  however, 
the  bill  had  been  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  a  mo- 
tion had  been  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  ordering 
the  engrossment,  and  that  motion  had  been  laid  on 
the  table.  The  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr. 
Stuart]  had  then  raised  the  question  of  reconsid- 
eration, and  moved  that  the  vote  by  which  the 
House  had  rejected  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  upon  the  correction  of  the 
Journal  and  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  Speaker,  be 
reconsidered.  A  question  was  then  made  whether 
the  motion  to  reconsider  could  be  received. 


The  CHAIR  now  decided  that,  inasmuch  as 
when  the  House  ordered  the  bill  to  be  engrossed, 
a  provision  wasjipt  in  it  which  was  afterwards 
put  in  by  the  calling  vote  of  the  Speaker,  the 
House  was  entitled  to  a  new  vote  upon  the  en- 
grossment. The  question  then  arose  upon  the 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  amend- 
ment was  rejected.  Upon  that  question  the  Chair 
had  found  but  one  precedent,  being  that  to  which 
he  had  last  evening  referred: 

'•  December  14,  1839.  Mr.  Mercer,  who  voted  in  the  af- 
firmative of  the  question,  moved  that  the  House  do  recon- 
sider the  vote  of  yesterday  on  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Wise, 
'That  the  credentials  of  the  following  named  members: 
John  B.  Aycrigg,  John  P.  B.  Maxvv'ell,  William  Halsled, 
Charles  C.  Stratton,  and  Thomas  Yorke,'  are  sufficient  to 
entitle  them  to  take  their  seals  in  the  House  ;  leaving  the 
question  of  contested  election  to  be  afterwards  decided  by 
the  House." 

"  The  Chairman  decided,  that  as  the  vote  proposed  to  be 
reconsidered  was  a  tie  vote,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
proposition  was  lost,  he  did  not  consider  the  motion  in-or- 
der. The  rule  provides  that '  when  a  motion  has  been  once 
made  and  carried  in  the  aflirmative  or  negative,  it  shall  be 
in  order  for  any  member  of  the  mnjority  to  move  for  the  re- 
consideration thereof.'  There  was  no  majority  on  either 
side  of  the  question  ;  and  he  did  not,  therefore,  think  the 
rule  ajiplied  to  the  case.  No  motion  to  reconsider  a  tie- 
vote  would  be  in  order  on  either  side." 

[The  record  further  states  that  an  appeal  being 
taken  by  Mr.  Mercer,  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
was  sustained:  Yeas  147,  nays  64.] 

The  CHAIR  would  state  to  the  House,  how- 
ever, that  this  decision  was  made  under  very  pe- 
culiar circumstances,  arising  out  of  the  case  of  the 
contested  election  from  New  Jersey,  and  while 
there  was  no  regularly  elected  Speaker  in  the  chair. 
The  Chair  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  he  differed 
from  the  decision  in  this  case.  His  own  opinion 
was,  that  a  Fair  construction  of  the  rule  was,  that 
any  one  who  voted  with  the  prevailing  side  had  the 
right  to  move  a  reconsideration.  This,  he  thought, 
was  the  spirit  of  the  rule. 

The  CHAIR,  therefore,  decided  that  the  motion 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  amendment 
was  rejected  could  be  made,  but  must  be  made  by 
a  gentleman  who  had  voted  with  the  prevailing 
side;  if,  therefore,  the  gentleman  from  Michigan 
had  voted  in  the  negative,  his  motion  was  in  order. 

It  appeared  that  Mr.  Stuart  had  not  so  voted; 
but— 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Maine,  rose  and  stated  he  had 
voted  in  the  negative,  and  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  amendment  was  lost. 

The  motion  was  received,  and  the  question  upon 
it  was  announced. 

Mr.  BURT  rose  to  inquire  whether,  in  order  to 
get  at  the  question  of  reconsideration,  it  was  not 
necessary  that  the  House,  by  its  vote,  should  re- 
fuse to  order  the  bill  to  be  engrossed.' 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  question  of  engross- 
ment, owing  to  these  mistakes,  was  now  open; 
and  after  the  reconsideration  shall  have  been  dis- 
posed of,  the  question  would  recur  on  the  engross- 
ment of  the  bill. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table. 

Mr.  VENABLE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CHASE  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  and 
demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon,  which  were 
ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted  thus:  Yeas  85, 
nays  95.     So  the  call  was  refused. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  table,  on  which  the 
yeas  and  nays  were:  Yeas  96,  nays  92.  So  the 
motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  stated  on  the  engrossment  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  previous  question, 
which  was  seconded,  and,  under  the  operation 
thereof,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and, 
being  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  or- 
dering the  bill  to  be  engrossed,  and  also  moved  to 
lay  that  motion  on  the  table;  which  latter  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved?  the  previous  quesljon, 
which  was  seconded,  and,  under  the  operation 
thereof,  the  bill  was  rejected  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Barringer,  Belcher,  Blanchard, 
lloydon,  Brady,  Buckncr,  Butler,  Cabell,  Canl)y,  Chapman, 
Clingmaii,  Cocke,  Cranston,  Crisfield,  Crozier,  Dickey, 
Dixon,  Donncll,  Daniel  Duncan, Ed  wards,  Alexander  Evans, 
Nathan  Evans,  Fisher,  Flournoy,  Freedley,  Fulton,  Gayle, 
(jioggin,  Gott,  Grcfory,  Hale,   Hiiliaid,  Kaac   E.  Holmes, 
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Hubbard,  Hunt,  Charlfs  J.  Ingersoll,  Josepli  R.  Ingersoll, 
John  W.  Jones,  Kelloas,  Thomas  B.  Kin?,  Daniel  P.  King, 
Levin,  Lincoln,  Machiy,  McClelland,  H.  Mann,  Marsh, 
Marvin,  Nelson,  Newall,  Nicoll,  Outlaw,  Peck,  Pollock, 
Preston,  Reynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  liockwell,  St. 
John,  Shppperd,  Sherrill,  Silvest-er,  Truinan  Smith,  Stan^ 
ton,  Stephens,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Strong,  Tallmadge,  Taylor, 
Thibodeaux,  James  Thompson,  Thurston,  Tompkins,  Tuck, 
Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  and  Warren— 77. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atkinson,  Bayly,  Bedinger,  Bingham, 
Bocock,  Bowdon,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Brodhead,  William  G. 
Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burt,  Cathcart,  Chase,  Franklin 
Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clarke,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W. 
Cobb,  Collins,  Crowell,  Cummins,  Daniel,  Darling,  Dickin- 
son, Dunn,  Eckcrt,  Edsall,  Embree,  Faran,  Farrelly,  Feath- 
erston,  Ficklin,  Fries,  Gejitry,  Giddings,  Green,  Willard 
P.  .Hall,  James  G.  Hampton,  Moses  Hampton,  Haialson, 
Harmanson,  Harris,  Hill,  Elias  B.  Holmes, George  S.  Hous- 
ton, Inge,  Irvin,  Iverson,  Jameson,  Jenkins,  AndrewJolin- 
son,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  G.  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Kennon, 
Lahiu,  La  Sere.  Sidney  Lawrence,  Ligon,  Lord,  Lynde, 
McClernand,  McDowell,  McJlvaine,  McKay,  Job  Mann, 
Meade,  Miller,  Morris,  Mullin,  Nes,  Peaslee,  Petrie,  Pettit, 
Peyton,  Phelps,  Pillsbury,  Putnam,  Rhett,  Richardson, 
Richey,  Root,  Sawyer,  Schenck,  Simpson,  Smart,  Stark- 
weather, Strohm,  Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson,  Robert  A. 
Thompson,  William  Thompson,  Turner,  Venable,  Wallace, 
Wentworth,  Wick,  Wiley,  Williams,  and  Wilmot — 100. 

So  the  general  appropriation  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  moved  to  reconsider  the  above 
vote,  and  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table. 

[Much  confusion  and  great  sensation  in  the 
House.] 

Mr.  COBB,  and  several  other  gentleman  earn- 
estly remonstrated  vi^ith  Mr.  Ficklin,  and  urged 
him  to  withdravir  this  motion. 

Mr.  FICKLIN,  after  a  pause,  said  that  his  ow^n 
mind  was  in  favor  of  adhering  to  the  motion  he 
had  made,  but,  as  many  of  his  political  friends 
around  him  thought  differently,  he  would  with- 
draw it. 

The  motion  having  been  withdrawn — 

Mr.  COBB  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  had  been  rejected.  He  said  that  he 
made  this  motion  in  good  faith,  and  if  it  was  car- 
•I'ied,  he  should  follow  it  up  by  another  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  had  been  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  in  order  that  it  might  be  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
put  into  such  a  shape  as  would  meet  the  views  of 
a  majority  of  the  House. 

Mr.  PETTIT  moved  that  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider be  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered, 
and  being  taken,  resulted:  Yeas  20,  nays  151. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  the  bill  upon  which  the 
House  had  just  voted,  with  the  exception  of  a 
very  few  items,  viz:  those  providing  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  for  a  custom-house  at  Charles- 
ton, and  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  the 
Savanah  river;  with  these  exceptions,  he  thought 
this  bill  was  composed  of  those  appropriations 
which  had  been  recommended  by  the  Executive 
as  necessary  to  carry  on  the  Government. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  said,  in  addition  to  the  items 
the  gentleman  had  named,  there  were  the  appro- 
priations for  this  city. 

Mr.  VINTON  replied  he  had  spoken  of  the  ap- 
propriations for  the  District,  which  of  course  inclu- 
ded those  for  the  city.  He  did  not  know  why 
this  vote  had  been  given,  especially  by  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  GENTRY  desired  to  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Cobb,]  who  had  intimated 
that  his  (Mr.  G.'s)  side  of  the  House  had  made 
such  a  bill  as  that  they  were  unwilling  to  take  the 
responsibility  of  voting  for  it,  that  the  gentleman, 
he  presumed,  mi-sapprehended  the  motives  of  those 
on  his  side  of  the  House  who  had  voted  against  it. 
He  (Mr.  G.)  had  voted  against  it  because  he  per- 
ceived that  the  friends  of  the  Administration  on 
the  other  side  manifested  a  very  strong  disinclina- 
tion for  the  Administration  to  have  these  appro- 
priations, and  he  thought  it  was  not  the  duty  of 
gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the  House  to  force  thfem 
upon  them. 

Mr.  COBB  understood  that  the  majority  of  this 
House  were  with  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
and  upon  that  majority  rested  the  responsibility  of 
passing  the  neces.sary  appropriations  to  carry  on 
the  Government.  He  (Mr.  C.)  had  voted  against 
the  bill  because  of  the  objectionable  features  placed 
in  it  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  and  his 
friends. 

Mr.  VINTON  resumed  the  flooi-.  He  was  go- 
ing on  to  say,  tiial,  with  the  exception  of  the  items 
wiiich  he  had  enumcralcd,  he  believed  everything 


in  this  bill  had  been  recommended  by  the  Execu- 
tive^as  necessary  to  carry  on  the  Government.  If 
there  were  no  objectionable  items  in  the  bill;  if  there 
were  none  which  gentlemen  felt  themselves  com- 
pelled to  vote  against  upon  constitutional  grounds, 
why,  then,  the  only  excuse  for  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  voting  against  the  bill  must 
be,  that  they  were  satisfied  that  the  Government  did 
not  want  the  means — that  the  Government  had 
means  enough  to  carry  on  its  operations  witJiout 
the  bill,  And  if  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  thought  they  could  get  along  without  the 
appropriations  proposed ,  he  did  not  know  that  they 
on  this  side  were  bound  to  force  them  upon  them. 
The  Government  was  in  their  hands,  and  if  they 
thought  the  recommendations  of  the  Executive  of 
appropriations  necessary  to  carry  on  the  Govern- 
ment should  be  rejected,  he  did  not  know  any  rea- 
son why  those  who  stood  in  opposition  to  the  Ad- 
ministration should  not  reject  them  also.  If,  on 
the  contrary,  this  bill  was  voted  against  upon  the 
ground  that  there  was  an  item  in  it  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Savannah  river,  which  involved  a  con- 
stitutional question,  then  in  respect  to  that  he  had 
to  say  that  the  recorded  votes  of  this  House — of 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House — showed 
that  there  was  a  very  large  number  of  those  who 
had  no  constitutional  scruples  or  difficulties.  This, 
then,  would  not  account  for  their  votes.  Those 
who  had  no  constitutional  scruples  in  legislating 
for  the  improvement  of  harbors  and  rivers,  could 
not  protect  themselves  against  this  vote  under  this 
pretext.  Now,  that  being  the  position  of  things, 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Cobb]  proposed 
to  recommit  this  bill — if,  indeed,  it  would  be  in  the 
power  of  the  House  or  the  committee  to  amend 
it,  in  case  it  was  recommitted.  The  gentleman 
proposed  to  recommit  it  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  get  rid  of 
this  item.  He  would  only  say  that  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  had  originally  put  that  item 
into  the  bill;  whether  it  was  right  or  wrong,  he  did 
not  now  propose  to  discuss.  That  which  had  been 
done,  had  been  the  subject  of  more  than  one  vote 
of  this  House;  the  action  of  that  committee  had 
been  afllrmed  by  the  action  of  this  House  more 
than  once;  and  if  the  bill  should  be  recommitted 
without  instructions  to  strike  out  this  item,  under 
these  circumstances,  as  one  member- of  that  com- 
mittee, (for  he  spoke  for  no  one  else,)  he  was  not 
disposed  to  strike  it  out.  He  only  regretted  that 
the  motion  of  his  friend  from  Kentucky,  to  put 
into  the  bill  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  had 
not  prevailed. 

Mr.  McClelland  remarked,  that  the  gentle- 
man had  spoken  of  this  provision  for  the  Savannah 
river  having  been  voted  on  several  times,  and  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  being  sustained 
by  the  House.  Now,  be  wished  to  ask  this  ques- 
tion: In  Committee  of  the  Whole,  had  not  the 
Whigs  voted  against  the  appropriation  contained 
in  this  item,  and  then  recorded  their  votes  for  it  in 
the  House.' 

Mr.  VINTON.     I  don't  know  how  it  was. 
Mr.  McClelland.     Can  the  gentleman  ac- 
count for  it? 

Mr.  VINTON  had  no  recollection  about  it;  he 
did  not  know;  it  might  be  that  what  the  gentleman 
inquired  about  was  correct,  or  that  it  was  incor- 
rect. But  when  acting  here  in  this  House,  they 
did  not  take  notice  of  what  was  done  in  committee; 
the  record  showed  what  the  House  did  when  called 
upon  solemnly  to  record  their  votes  upon  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

He  had  only  risen  for  the  purpose  of  saying, 
that  unless  the  committee  were  instructed  from  the 
House  to  strike  that  item  out  of  the  bill,  as  one 
member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
(and  he  spoke  for  no  one  else,  because  he  had  had 
no  consultation  about  it,)  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  case,  he  should  not  feel  himself  authorized 
to  attempt  to  do  it,  if  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  McKAY  said,  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  in  the  remarks  he  had 
submitted  to  the  House,  had  stated  some  very  ex- 
traordinary propositions.  The  gentleman  had  been 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  committee  whose  duty  it 
was,  by  the  rules  of  the  House,  to  report  all  bills 
necessary  to  make  requisite  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Government.  During  this  session, 
the  bill  which  was  now  under  consideration — and 
the  object  of  which  was  to  make  appropriations 
for  the  whole  civil  list,  including  not  only  the  items 


necessary  for  the  Executive,  the  administration  of 
the  Government,  upon  which  the  gentleman  laid 
so  much  stress,  but  for  the  other  Ibranches  of  the 
Government — the  judiciary,  marshals,  attorneys, 
jurors,  and  even  for  their  own  pay  as  members, 
and  of  the  clerks,  pages,  and  attendants  upon  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress — had  been  reported  to 
the  House;  and  yet  the  gentleman  had  risen  in  his 
place,  and  with  great  gravity  announced  to  the 
House  and  the  country,  that  if  they  on  this  side 
were  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  Executive  had 
now  at  his  disposal  unexpended  balances  sufficient 
to  carry  on  the  Government,  why,  forsooth,  he 
would  be  content  that  this  bill  should  be  lost.  The 
gentleman,  standing  here  in  this  House  as  the  pro- 
per organ  of  the  majority — a  majority  which  were 
responsible  for  carrying  all  these  bills  providing 
for  the  support  of  the  Government — rose  here  and 
made  this  annunciation  to  the  country  !  Why,  did 
not  the  gentleman  tell  the  House  a  few  days  ago, 
and  did  he  not  make  it  the  basis  of  an  appeal  to 
the  House  to  remain  in  session  and  act  upon  this 
bill  and  pass  it,  that  the  necessary  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Government  were  some  of 
them  exhausted;  that  he  had  received  letters  from 
marshals  scattered  all  over  the  country,  complain- 
ing that  the  appropriations  for  judicial  expenses 
were  exhausted,  and  calling  upon  Congress  imme- 
diately to  pass  a  bill,  in  order  that  the  courts  of  the 
country  could  continue  to  be  holden.'  And  he 
now  told  those  who  were  in  the  minority,  perfectly 
powerless,  if  they  believed  that  there  were  appro- 
priations already  sufficient,  he  and  gentlemen  who 
acted  with  him  were  content  that  the  bill  should 
be  lost,  although  they  were  responsible  for  the 
passage  of  all  the  necessary  appropriations  to  carry 
on  the  Government! 

Now,  he  would  tell  gentlemen  what  they  on  his 
side  of  the  House  were  willing  to  do.  It  was  well 
known  to  all  the  old  members  here — he  appealed 
to  them  all,  he  appealed  to  the  distinguished  gen- 
tleman himself  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  whether,  in  the  course 
of  the  twenty  years  and  over  in  which  the  gentle- 
man had  been  a  member  of  this  House,  he  had 
ever  seen  a  single  civil  and  diplomatic  appropria- 
tion bill  in  which  an  item  like  the  present,  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Savannah  river — which  formed 
the  only  obstacle  to  the  passage  of  this  bill — had 
been  included  .'  He  asked  the  gentleman  if  there 
was  any  precedent  that  would  at  all  justify  it.'  Du- 
ring the  seventeen  years  in  which  he  (Mr.  McK.) 
had  been  a  member  of  the  House,  he  had  never 
known  such  an  instance.  This  item,  as  a  friend 
on  his  left  suggested,  had  been  placed  in  the  bill  in 
violation  of  the  positive  rule  of  the  House.  The 
rules  expressly  provided  that  there  should  be  dif- 
ferent bills;  they  did  not,  like  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, in  one  single  act  make  appropriations  for  all 
the  different  departments  of  the  Government.  The 
civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  provided  for 
all  the  objects  of  civil  expenditure;  the  army  bill 
for  the  military  expenditures,  and  so  on  of  the 
Indian  bill,  the  navy  bill,  the  pension  bill,  the  forti- 
fication bill,  and  the  West  Point  Academy  bill; 
they  were  all  intended  to  provide  for  their  peculiar 
departments  of  the  Government.  There  were  here 
the  most  minute  subdivisions;  and  this  was  a 
familiar  fact  not  only  to  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  but  to  every  gentle- 
man in  this  House.  They  had  their  harbor  and 
river  improvement  bills  also;  and  if  it  was  the 
purpose  of  the  majority  to  pass  during  the  present 
session  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  objects  of 
internal  improvement,  why  had  the  Savannah  river 
alone  been  selected  and  placed  in  this  bill  with  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  appropriations  of  this  Govern- 
ment.'   Had  it  been  recommended.' 

The  gentleman  had  told  them  that  every  single 
item  in  this  bill  except  the  appropriation  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  for  the  custom-house  at 
Charleston  $100,000,  and  5^(50,000  for  the  Savan- 
nah river,  was  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Executive  Department.  They  interposed  no  ob- 
jection. However  exceptionable  many  of  them 
considered  a  great  many  of  the  sections  in  this 
bill,  yet  they  were  all  disposed  to  give  up  their 
objections  and  vote  for  the  bill,  if  they  would 
leave  out  these  appropriations  which  had  been 
put  in  out  of  place.  Was  there  any  precedent 
at  all  for  involving  a  grave  constitutional  ques- 
tion, upon  which  the  two  parties  of  tiie  coun- 
try were  divided,  for  pressing  into  this  bill — for 
wliich   all  wore   disposed   to   vote — items  which 
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tnany  of  them  believed  lo  be  unconstitutional?  ll" 
gentlemen  chose  to  lake  the  responsibility;  if  they 
were  disposed  to*prostitute  the  rules  of  the  House 
to  party  purposes,  let  the  responsibility  rest  on 
them.  He  now  proposed  to  them,  that  there  might 
be  no  delay  upon  the  passage  of  this  bill — there 
should  be  none  interposed  on  tlie  part  of  his 
friends — that  they  should  agree  to  reconsider  the 
votes  on  the  passage  of  this  bill  and  on  ordering  it 
to  be  engrossed,  and  that  it  should  be  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  with  specific  instructions  to  report  forth- 
with— it  could  be  done  in  twenty  minutes — a  bill 
containing  every  single  section  which  the  majority 
of  the  committee  had  put  in,  leaving  out  the  single 
item  relating  to  the  Savannah  river.  Could  any 
gentleman  object  to  that? 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  told  the  House 
that  the  action  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  been  affirmed  by  several  successive 
votes  of  this  House.  His  friend  from  Michigan 
[Mr.  McClelland]  had  well  reminded  the  gentle- 
man of  the  action  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union.  What  was  that  action? 
When  the  motion  was  made  by  his  colleague  [Mr. 
Venable]  to  strike  out  this  item,  what  was  the 
vote?  Tiiere  were  not  more  than  thirty-odd  who 
stood  against  striking  it  out;  the  committee  were 
nearly  unanimous;  and  when  it  was  brought  into 
this  House,  upon  the  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays, 
the  action  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was 
concurred  in,  and  the  item  excluded.  It  was  true, 
on  a  succeeding  day  it  was  ascertained  that  there 
was  a  clerical  error,  and,  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
Speaker,  the  amendment  was  rejected,  and  the 
item  restored  by  the  extraordinary  interposition 
of  the  one-man  power,  about  which  gentleman 
talked  so  much.  By  this  means  alone  the  appro- 
priation was  saved. 

The  SPEAKER  interposed,  and  wished  to  be 
allowed  to  slate,  that  the  Speaker  had  voted  accord- 
ing to  the  rules  of  the  House,  and  not  by  any  ex- 
traordinary proceeding. 

Mr.  McKAY  concluded  by  saying  that  he  would 
now,  or  when  it  was  in  order,  propose  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  with  instructions  to  report  the 
same  back  to  the  House,  with  the  exception  of  the 
single  paragraph  relative  to  the  Savannah  river. 

The  question  still  remaining  on  the  motion  to 
i-econsider — 

Mr.  HUDSON  remarked  that  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  had  told  them  that  this  whole 
proceeding  was  very  extraordinary  in  its  character, 
and  had  appealed  to  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  to  answer  whether  he  had 
ever  known  a  parallel  case.  He,  (Mr.  H.,)  of 
course,  was  not  acquainted  with  the  proceedings 
of  the  House  to  the  extent  his  friend  was.  He 
could  not,  therefore,  speak  of  the  gentleman's  ex- 
perience. But  he  could  speak  of  his  own  experi- 
ence and  observation;  and,  as  far  as  they  extended, 
he  ventured  to  say  they  corresponded  with  the 
experience  and  observation  of  gentlemen  who  had 
been  there  twice  or  three  times  as  long.  He  ad- 
mitted that  this  case  was  extraordinary  in  its  char- 
acter. In  the  first  place,  it  was  rather  an  extraor- 
dinary circumstance,  that,  by  somewhat  fortunate 
or  unfortunate  circumstiinces,  his  party  should 
happen  to  have  a  majority  of  the  House  merely 
nominal,  when  the  mmority  (if  minority  it  were) 
were  the  friends  of  the  Administration,  and  when 
ihey  in  fact  had  a  majority  in  every  other  branch 
of  the  Government  hut  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. The  proceedings  in  this  case  were  extraor- 
dinary in  other  respects.  He  had  never  seen  a 
minority  here,  whetlier  friendly  or  opposed  to  the 
Administration,  throwing  themselves  in  solid  pha- 
lanx, as  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  had  done  this  j 
morning,  against  an  appropriation  bill  which  they 
knew  was  necessary  lo  be  passed  in  order  to  carry 
on  the  Government. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  desired  to  correct 
the  genlleman  's  statement.  There  were  gentlemen 
on  his  side  of  the  House — and  he  was  among  the 
number — who  had  voted  for  this  bill,  and  against 
laying  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  tabic,  and 
had  given  every  vote  they  had  been  called  upon  to 
give  for  passing  the  appropriations  necessary  to 
su.stuin  the  Government. 

Mr.  HUDSON  wished  to  do  jn.stice  to  the  other 
Hide  of  the  House.  As  a  body,  as  a  party,  almost 
in  a  solid  phalanx,  they  had  voted  as  he  had  ex- 
pressed; and  there  were  even  some  of  the  gentle- 


men, who  were  members  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  who  had  given  their  votes  with 
the  majority  on  that  side.  He  did  not  intend  to 
say  there  were  not  exceptions,  and  the  gentleman 
from  Michigan  no  doubt  was  one. 

The  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  also 
excused  the  course  pursued  by  his  friends  on  that 
side  of  the  House  by  saying  that  this  amendment 
in  relation  to  the  Savannah  river  had  been  intro- 
duced into  the  bill  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the 
House,  and  that,  although  the  rule  required  them 
to  confine  themselves  in  the  general  appropria- 
tion bills  to  appropriations  already  authorized  by 
law,  and  to  refrain  from  anything  like  general 
legislation.  Now,  he  presumed  it  was  well  known 
to  all  those  who  had  paid  any  attention  at  all  to 
the  subject,  that  his  friend  from  North  Carolina, 
when  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  had  introduced  more  provisions  of  a  gen- 
eral character — more  of  general  legislation  into  the 
general  appropriation  bills — than  all  others  which 
had  been  introduced  since  the  establishment  of  the 
Government;  and  he  knew  that  during  the  present 
session  the  gentleman  had  been  an  advocate  for  the 
same  policy,  and,  instead  of  differing  from  the  com- 
mittee in  wishing  to  go  beyond  the  mere  appropri- 
ations of  money,  the  gentleman  had,  in  the  House 
and  everywhere,  gone  beyond  him  who  had  gone 
farthest  in  introducing  general  legislation  into  ap- 
propriation bills.  Proviso  after  proviso  was  found 
in  all  the  appropriation  bills  which  had  been  passed 
while  the  gentleman  was  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  McKAY  explained  that  the  object  of  every 
single  proviso  which  had  been  introduced  into  any 
of  the  appropriation  bills  reported  while  he  was  at 
the  head  of  that  committee,  was  either  to  limit  or 
to  regulate  the  expenditures  of  the  public  money. 
There  was  not  one  which  at  all  involved  the  prin- 
ciple of  this  amendment.  They  had  always  made 
it  a  rule — and  they  had  even  left  out  a  great  many 
clerks  on  this  ground — never  to  put  in  any  appro- 
priation not  authorized  by  law.  Many  of  these 
appropriations  which  the  gentleman  found  in  the 
bill  had  been  put  in  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HUDSON  had  also  been  informed — and 
his  recollection  corresponded  with  the  fact — that 
not  only  in  this  bill,  where  it  was  pretended  there 
was  something  unconstitutional  in  the  provision 
for  internal  improvements,  but  in  the  navy  appro- 
priation bill,  where  there  was  no  such  question  of 
constitutionality,  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  had  pursued  the  same  course  in  voting 
against  the  bill. 

But  another  thing.  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  in  the  last  Congress,  when  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  iVIeans,  upon  a  com- 
mittee of  conference,  agreed  to  introduce  into  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  the  sum  of 
|3, 000,000  to  be  paid  to  Mexico,  which  was  cer- 
tainly as  foreign  from  a  civil  appropriation  bill  as 
the  improvement  of  the  Savannah  river  was  to  the 
bill  now  under  consideration;  and  certainly  if  it 
was  constitutional  to  appropriate  three  millions  to 
buy  worthless  territory  in  Mexico,  to  be  a  bone 
of  contention  in  this  House  and  the  country,  he 
should  think  it  equally  constitutional  to  remove 
obstructions  which  the  Government  itself  had 
placed  in  a  river  in  our  own  country. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  the  three  million  appropri- 
ation was  made  in  a  separate  bill,  and  was  not  the 
subject  of  a  conference  at  all. 

Mr.  HUDSON  was  aware  of  all  the  facts  in 
relation  to  the  bill.  He  knew  it  had  passed  this 
House  with  a  certain  proviso  which  gentlemen 
wished  to  get  rid  of;  and,  as  a  member  of  this 
Plouse  upon  a  committee  of  conference,  the  gen- 
tleman with  his  colleague  agreed  to  put  it  into  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  that  in  that  way  they 
might  get  rid  of  the  proviso.  He  spoke  advisedly. 
He  knew  what  the  facts  were.  It  was  a  separate 
bill  which  was  passed;  and  the  gentleman  agreed 
to  take  up  this  separate  bill,  which  had  passed  one 
branch,  and  leave  out  one  important  provision, 
and  put  the  appropriation  into  the  general  appro- 
priation bill,  in  the  grossest  violation  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  McKAY  inquired  if  he  understood  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  as  charging  that  he, 
(Mr.  McK.,)  as  a  member  of  any  committee  of 
conference,  had  agreed  to  any  report,  which  report 
had  subsequently  been  submitted  to  the  House, 
by  which  the  three  millions  of  dollars  wece  ])ut 
into  the  general  apppropriation  bill  ? 

Mr.  HUDSON  replied  that  he  had  not  said  that 


the  appropriation  was  reported  to  this  House.  He 
had  said  it  was  agreed  to  in  committee,  and  would 
have  been  reported  if  that  gentleman  had  not  been 
informed,  that  if  he  was  guilty  of  an  outrage  like 
that,  the  civil  appropriation  bill  would  not  be 
passed. 

Mr.  McKAY.  Were  you  a  member  of  that 
committee? 

Mr.  HUDSON  replied,  that  he  knew  the  facts; 
and  he  asked  the  gentleman  if  what  he  said  was 
not  true?  He  could  bring  two  men  who  would 
take  their  oath  that  it  was. 

Mr.  McKAY.  Bring  as  many  as  you  please. 
I  am  not  going  to  tell  what  took  place  in  the  com- 
mittee of  conference.  1  admit  that  proposition  was 
discussed,  but  was  never  passed  upon;  and  I  hold 
the  three  million  bill  in  my  hand,  by  which  that 
appropriation  was  made  in  a  separate  bill. 

Mr.  .HUDSON  had  said  nothing  that  he  wished 
to  qualify  or  take  back.  He  had  said  it  was  not 
reported  to  this  House,  but  he  had  the  express 
declaration  of  a  member  of  that  committee  that  the 
agreement  was  made  in  the  committee,  in  the  even- 
ing, to  report  the  appropriation  the  next  morning, 
and  it  was  only  in  consequence  of  the  fact  that  he 
had  stated  that  the  committee  came  together — a 
portion  of  them — and  reconsidered  their  doings. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  that  the  conferees  never 
agreed  to  any  such  thing.  It  was  the  subject  of 
conversation  with  them. 

Mr.  HUDSON  stated  that  he  had  the  declara- 
tion of  responsible  witnesses  to  the  contrary.  He 
would  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  did  not  advocate 
and  vote  in  the  committee  of  conference  for  incor- 
poiating  this  |3,000,000  appropriation  into  the 
general  appropriation  bill  ? 

Mr.  McKAY.  I  do  not  recollect  about  that. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  HUDSON  said,  the  gentleman  had  alluded, 
in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  to  the  one-man  power 
which  had  been  exercised  here  this  morning.  He 
had  information  from  one  or  two  sources,  that 
there  was  another  one-man  power  which  might  be 
felt  if  this  bill  passed  in  its  present  form,  and  that 
it  was  held  up  to  members  of  this  House  to  in- 
fluence them  to  vote  for  the  recommitment  of  this 
bill ,  that  this  objectionable  feature  might  be  stricken 
out.  Now,  he  was  willing,  for  one,  to  vote  for 
the  bill  as  it  now  stood.  He  would  vote  to  carry 
the  bill  through;  and  he  hoped  that  gentlemen  who 
were  in  favor  of  giving  the  Government  the  neces- 
sary means  to  carry  on  its  operations,  and  that 
every  one  who  was  in  favor  of  a  system  of  internal 
improvements,  would  stand  by  and  help  to  pass 
this  bill,  with  the  item  for  the  Savannah  river  in  it; 
and  if  the  President  of  the  United  States  wanted  to 
exercise  his  one-man  power  and  return  the  bill 
with  his  objections,  let  him  do  it.  He  was  per- 
fectly prepared  to  meet  that  case,  and  when  it  came 
up,  he  would  pursue  that  course  of  policy  which 
he  thought  wisest  and  best.  He  was  not  to  be 
intimidated  by  the  Executive  threats,  if  they  came 
by  authority.  That  functionary  might  intimate 
to  members  of  this  House,  or  might  send  his 
Cabinet  ministers  here,  as  he  had  done  heretofore, 
to  electioneer  for  him;  for  himself,  he  was  disposed 
to  exercise  his  own  judgment,  and  to  vote  for  every 
bill  which  the  interests  of  tlie  country  demanded, 
notwithstanding  the  President  might  be  disposed 
to  send  down  in  advance  intimations  that  he  should 
object  to  it.  If  the  Executive  saw  fit  to  exercise 
his  constitutional  right  to  veto  this  appropriation 
bill,  let  him  take  the  responsibility  if  he  dared.  It 
was  said  he  would  do  it;  but  heivould  not  do  it. 
He  undoubtedly  would  not  veto  a  bill  of  this  de- 
scription. Did  any  one  suppose  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  at  the  close  of  a  long  session, 
when  appropriations'  were  necessary,  and  large 
appropriations,  to  carry  on  the  Government,  would 
take  the  responsibility  of  vetoing  an  appropriation 
bill  because  there  was  one  item  in  it  which  he  did 
not  exactly  approve? 

Mr.  TURNER  inquired  if  that  clause  was  not 
put  in  and  continued  in  the  bill  with  the  view  of 
provoking  a  veto,  or  of  placing  the  President  in  an 
inconsistent  position? 

Mr.  HUDSON  replied  that  he  could  not  answer 
for  other  gentlemen  in  the  House  who  had  voteil 
for  that  measure,  but  he  could  say  for  himself  that 
the  thought  had  never  come  into  his  mind.  The. 
suggestion  had  not  been  made  in  theCommiilec  of 
Ways  and  Means,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  his 
knowledge;  and  according  to  his  best  belief,  (for 
he  knew  nothing  of  the  fact,)  it  had  no  place  in 
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the  considerations  which  had  led  to  its  introduction 
into  the  bill. 

M  r.  TURNER  inquired  of  the  gentleman  further, 
why  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers  had  not  been 
put  in  likewise,  for  they  stood  precisely  in  the  santie 
position  as  the  Savannah  river?  Works  had  been 
commenced  and  not  completed  in  these  rivers. 

Mr.  HUDSON  said  that  this  case  seemed  to  him 
peculiar.  Here  were  obstructions  placed  in  the 
Savannah  river  by  the  Government  itself;  in  the 
other  cases,  the  obstructions  were  placed  there  by 
Nature.  He  would  relieve  gentlemen 's  anxiety  at 
once;  they  could  come  forward  and  vote  for  this 
bill  with  perfect  propriety,  for  the  Baltimore  reso- 
lutions only  bound  them  against  a  general  system 
of  internal  improvements.  Now,  this  was  not  one 
of  the  system.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  TURNER  again  rose,  but 

Mr.  HUDSON  declined  further  to  yield,  and 
said  he  would  answer  the  gentleman's  question. 
Gentlemen  need  not  trouble  themselves  with  scru- 
ples about  this  appropriation;  it  was  not  in  conflict 
■with  the  Baltimore  resolutions.  They  alluded  to 
a  general  system  of  internal  improvements.  Now 
here  was  one  solitary  item  which  could  not  by  any 
possible  construction  be  considered  a  system  or  a 

Eirt  of  a  system.  He  submitted,  therefore,  to  his 
emocratic  abstractionist  friends,  whether  this  dis- 
tinction was  not  satisfactory.'  This  work  stood  by 
itself,  having  no  analogy  to  any  other  improve- 
ment, and  could  not  be  considered  to  belong  to  a 
system  of  internal  improvements. 

Mr.  MEADE  wished  to  know  whether  the  gen- 
tleman and  his  parly  had  heard  that  the  President 
would  veto  a  bill  with  this  clause  after  they  had 
voted  in  committee  to  strike  it  out.' 

Mr.  HUDSON  would  answer  the  gentleman 
very  cheerfully,  and  perhaps  he  could  not  better 
do  it  than  by  relating  an  anecdote  which  had  fallen 
under  his  own  observation:  A  man  who  was  a  lit- 
tle intoxicated — he  did  not  intend  to  apply  that 
remark  to  his  friend  from  Virginia  [a  laugh] — was 
asked  by  another  man  if  he  could  answer  a  certain 
question.  He  told  him  to  propose  his  question 
and  he  would  see.  The  question  was  propounded. 
The  reply  was,  "  I  can  answer  that.  It  is  very 
easily  answered  and  very  foolishly  asked.''  Now, 
whether  he  had  heard  that  remark  one  minute  be- 
fore or  one  minute  after  the  vote  in  committee,  was 
of  no  consequence  whatever.  If  that  threat  was 
made  to  this  House,  he  condemned  it,  when  or  by 
whom  it  was  brought. 

Mr.  MEADE  understood  the  gentleman  to  in- 
sinuate that  his  question  was  very  foolishly  asked, 
[a  laugh;]  that  it  had  no  application  to  the  case. 

Mr.  HUDSON  said  he  had  made  no  insinua- 
tion. He  had  simply  related  an  anecdote.  [Re- 
newed laughter.] 

Mr.  MEADE  would  only  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  that  the  question  was 
very  pertinent;  for  if  the  gentleman  and  his  party 
had  Jearned  that  the  President  would  veto  the  bill 
with  this  item,  after  the  vote  had  been  taken  in 
committee,  it  explained  very  readily  the  difference 
between  the  votes  of  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
House  in  committee  and  in  the  House. 

Mr.  VINTON  desired  to  know  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  if  the  President  of  the  United 
States  had  given  out  in  advance  that  he  would  veto 
a  bill  now  pending  before  this  body  .' 

Mr.  MEADE  replied  that  he  could  not  answer 
the  gentleman,  for  he  did  not  know. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  (in  his  seat.)  It  will  be  an- 
swered. 

Mr.  MEADE.  So  I  see  that  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  can  ask  very  foolish  and 
impertinent  questions. 

Mr.  IIUDSON  could  only  say  it  was*&ince  the 
last  vote  was  taken  that  the  information  had  been 
conveyed  to  him.  Of  course  it  had  had  no  influ- 
ence on  him,  because  he  had  not  voted  since.  It 
would  not  have  had,  if  he  had  heard  it  before  the 
vote,  and  he  did  not  conceive  that  it  could  have 
had  any  influence  on  the  members  of  this  House 
generally.  He  should  not  deviate  one-eighth  of  a 
hair  from  qjl  the  threats  of  Executive  power  which 
might  be  made.  This  influence,  in  fact,  was  not 
to  be  felt  on  this  side  of  the  House,  but  on  the  other 
side,  and  it  was  to  save  the  President,  he  appre- 
hended, from  the  dilemma  of  vetoing  an  appropri- 
ation bill,  tliat  his  friends  had  rallied  around  him 
with  so  much  earnestness  this  morning. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Kentucky,  understood  that  a 
number  of  years  ago  an  appropriation  liad  been 


made  by  this  Government  to  construct  a  dam  at 
the  head  of  Cumberland  Island,  in  the  Ohio  river; 
that  that  dam  was  partly  constructed,  and  left  in 
that  condition,  and  that  it  had  now  been  partially 
washed  away,  thus  obstructing  to  some  extent  the 
navigation  of  that  river.  He  asked  the  gentleman 
to  draw  the  distinction  between  the  obstruction  in 
the  Savannah  and  the  Ohio,  and  to  account  how  it 
was  that  this  bill  had  incorporated  into  it  an  appro- 
priation for  the  Savannah  and  not  for  the  Ohio.' 

Mr.  VINTON  inquired  if  the  gentleman  did  not 
vote  against  that  very  appropriation  .' 

Mr.  CLARKE  replied  that  he  did,  and  always 
should.     That  did  not  answer  his  question. 

Mr.  HUDSON  had  two  answers:  the  case  of 
the  Ohio  river  was  not  parallel  to  that  of  the  Sa- 
vannah, because  the  works  had  not  been  put  in 
the  former  as  obstructions.  Again,  in  the  one 
place,  Congress  had  the  power,  and  in  the  other 
they  would  run  directly  against  the  Baltimore  res- 
olutions, because  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio 
river  was  part  of  the  system. 

Mr.  CLARKE  asked  if  the  gentleman  was  gov- 
erned by  the  Baltimore  resolutions.' 

Mr.  HUDSON  replied  in  the  negative,  but  that 
they  seemed  to  operate  very  powerfully  upon  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  and  that  they  had  no 
reason  to  complain  at  being  required  to  stand  by 
them. 

Mr.  CLARKE  again  requested  the  gentleman  to 
state  the  difference  between  the  appropriation  for 
the  Savannah  and  the  Ohio  rivers.' 

Mr.  HUDSON  had  already  answered.  The 
obstructions  in  the  Savannah  were  placed  there  as 
obstructions,  whereas  the  works  in  the  Ohio  river 
were  designed  to  facilitate  navigation. 

Mr.  CLARKE.     They  are  now  obstructions. 

Mr.  HUDSON  said  that  was  because  the  gen- 
tleman's President  had  vetoed  a  bill  which,  if  it 
had  become  a  law,  would  have  raised  the  dam, 
which  the  gentleman  now  considered  an  obstruc- 
tion, up  to  the  contemplated  height,  and  thereby 
would  iiave  facilitated  instead  of  injured  commerce. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said,  it  was  not  often  that  he  dif- 
fered with  his  friend  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
McKay;]  but  he  differed  with  him  at  this  time  in 
some  of  the  statements  he  had  made.  The  gentle- 
man has  said  that  the  appropriation  for  removing 
obstructions  from  the  Savannah  river  was  out  of 
place  in  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  and  that  it 
had  been  placed  there  against  all  precedent.  He 
agreed  with  him  entirely  in  the  first  part  of  the 
statement.  The  title  of  the  bill  indicates  its  object. 
It  is  to  provide  for  the  civil  list — to  make  appro- 
priations to  pay  your  foreign  ministers,  your 
judges,  marshals,  jurors,  and  other  civil  oflicers, 
which  it  would  be  tedious  to  enumerate.  Surely 
an  appropriation  for  a  harbor  improvement  has  no 
legitimate  place  in  such  a  bill.  Such  an  appro- 
priation belongs  to  the  river  and  harbor  bill,  in 
which  it  even  now  is  placed,  and  in  which  it  has 
always  been  placed  before.  In  form,  the  gentle- 
man is  right  as  to  the  second  part  of  his  statement. 
He  believed  that  the  records  of  the  Government 
would  be  searched  in  vain  for  a  similar  appropria- 
tion in  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  But,  in  spirit, 
the  gentleman  is  wrong.  This  form  of  legislation 
has  always  been  adopted  whenever  the  Whigs 
were  in  a  majority  in  Congress,  and  diflTered  from 
the  Executive.  So  far  from  what  they  are  now 
doing  being  unusual,  it  is  in  strict  keeping  with 
their  constant  policy  under  similar  circumstances. 
It  is  in  perfect  accordance  with  their  policy  in 
1842.  It  will  be  recollected,  at  that  time  they  re- 
pealed the  law  providing  for  the  collection  and 
safe-keeping  of  the  revenue  before  they  passed  any 
other — as  was  believed  at  the  time,  and  as  the  cir- 
cumstances justified  the  country  in  believing,  for 
the  purpose  of  coercing  Mr.  Tyler  to  sign  a  bank 
bill,  which  was  the  only  substitute  they  meant  to 
offer  for  the  bill  they  had  precipitately  repealed. 
The  natural  and  usual  order  of  things  is,  to  repeal 
the  existing  law  by  the  statute  substituting  another. 
But,  in  this  case,  they  repealed  the  existing  law 
first,  without  at  the  same  time  substituting  another, 
with  the  view  of  forcing  the  Executive  either  to 
sign  the  bank  bill,  which  was  the  only  substitute 
they  would  offer,  and  thus  perjure  himself,  orleave 
the  finances,  in  the  words  of  their  leader,  in  "  a 
lawless  condition."  And,  in  the  bill  raising  rev- 
enue to  keep  the  wheels  of  Governinent  in  motion, 
they  inserted  a  clause  out  of  place,  and  having  no 
proper  connection  with  the  bill,  to  repeal  the  pro- 
vision in  the  distribution  law  providing  for  its  sus- 


pension whenever  the  rate  of  duties  under  the  tariff 
should  exceed  twenty  per  cent.  That  provision 
was  inserted  in  the  act  by  Whig  votes — without 
them,  it  could  not  have  been  inserted.  It  was 
known  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  thoroughly  committed 
to  that  provision,  and  against  its  repeal,  as  Mr. 
Polk  is  now  against  appropriations  for  internal 
improvement,  and  that  he  would  veto  any  bill  pro- 
viding for  it..  And  yet  these  same  Whigs  inserted 
a  provision  in  the  bill  providing  for  raising  revenue 
to  carry  on  the  Government,  repealing  the  restric- 
tion in  the  distribution  law,  with  the  view,  as  he 
believed,  of  placing  Mr.  Tyler  in  the  situation  in 
which  he  must  stand  by  and  see  the  wheels  of 
Government  stopped,  or  perjure  himself  by  sign- 
ing a  bill  which  he  highly  disapproved.  In  either 
event,  they  expected  to  bring  him  into  disrepute 
with  the  country;  and,  by  forcing  him  to  a  con- 
stant, almost  daily  resort  to  the  veto,  to  bring  that 
great  popular  and  conservative  feature  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  had  saved  it  so  often  from  viola- 
tion, into  disrepute  also. 

Mr.  GENTRY  asked  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia if  he  intended  to  convey  the  idea  that  Mr. 
Tyler  held  distribution  to  be  unconstitutional? 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  he  had  asserted  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  GENTRY  thought  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia was  wrong  as  to  an  historical  fact;  for  cer- 
tainly there  was  no  man  more  deeply  committed  to 
the  policy  of  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
public  lands  than  Mr.  Tyler.  If  he  had  any  con- 
stitutional difficulties,  they  arose  very  suddenly, 
and  but  a  short  time  before  his  veto. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  it  so  happened  that  he  could 
speak  with  some  confidence  of  the  position  of  Mr. 
Tyler  on  the  distribution  question.  In  the  winter 
of  1839,  he  had  the  honor  of  serving  in  the  Legis- 
lature of  Virginia  with  Mr.  Tyler;  and  during  that 
session  a  proposition  was  offered  in  favor  of  dis- 
tributing the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  which  it  fell  to  his  lot  to  oppose,  and  Mr. 
Tyler's  to  defend.  He  (Mr.  B.)  maintained,  on 
the  occasion  referred  to,  that  the  customs,  as  reg- 
ulated by  the  compromise  bill,  would  not  be  suffi- 
cient, without  the  proceeds  of  the  lands,  for  the 
wants  of  the  Government;  and  thatif  those  proceeds 
v/ere  distributed,  a  disturbance  of  the  compromise 
would  become  inevitable.  Mr.  Tyler,  on  the  other 
side,  contended  that  the  revenue  arising  from  the 
customs  would  be  sufficient,  without  the  land  fund , 
for  the  wants  of  the  Government,  economically 
adnninistered:  and  he  insisted  the  question  was, 
whether  that  fund  should  be  distributed  among  the 
States,  or  remain,  at  best,  idle  in  the  treasury,  or 
more  probably  become  a  fund  for  corruption. 

Mr.  B.  was  confident  that  the  compromise  bill 
would  not  yield  a  surplus,  even  in  conjunction 
with  the  proceeds  from  the  public  lands,  much  less 
without  them:  and  he  was  equally  confident  that 
the  people  of  Virginia  would  never  consent  to  dis- 
tribution unless  it  did;  and  with  the  view  of  ren- 
dering the  resolutions  a  nullity,  he  moved  that  the 
tarifl^  compromise  should  be  held  '^sacred  and  in- 
violable." Mr.  Tyler  not  only  assented  to  this 
proposition,  but  voted  for  it;  and  with  him  a  large 
majority  of  the  Whig  members,  among  whom 
were  many  who  afterwards  not  only  justified  and 
defended  the  perfidious  abandonment  of  that  com- 
promise, and  supported  the  odious  tariff  of  1842, 
•ut  denounced  Mr.  Tyler,  who  would  not  show 
equal  pliancy,  and  surrender  at  the  bidding  of  a 
party  his  well-considered  opinions  and  his  pledges 
to  the  country. 

Mr.  Tyler  was  not  committed  upon  this  subject 
in  this  mode  alone.  The  party  which  elevated 
him  to  power  in  1840  declared  themselves  every- 
where to  be  opposed  to  disturbing  the  tariff  com- 
promise, and  to  tiie  charter  of  a  national  bank.  By 
these  professions  they  gained  the  confidence  of  the 
people.  But  they  were  no  sooner  installed  into 
office,  than,  in  despite  of  tlieir  profes.sions,  they 
passed  a  high  protective  tariff,  and  attempted  to 
fasten  upon  the  country  a  national  bank;  and  de- 
nounced Mr.  Tyler  because  he  would  not  become 
as  false  to  his  pledges  as  they  had  become  them- 
selves, and  exhibited  a  rage  which  was  as  irra- 
tional as  their  expectation  that  he  should  betray 
his  pledges  was  unprincipled.  Finding  that  the 
power  they  had  obtained  by  holding  out  profes- 
sions to  the  people  which  they  meant  to  violate 
had  availed  them  nothing,  in  1844  they  came  out 
with  a  fair  declaration  of  their  principles,  and,  with 
all  the  high  qualities  and  popularity  of  their  leader, 
they  were  defeated,  and  now,  despairing  of  gain- 
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in?  the  confidence  of  the  people  if  they  make  a  fair 
disclosure  of  their  principles,  they  are  attempting 
to  enact  over  again  the  scenes  of  1840. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  return  from  this  digres- 
sion into  which  the  interruption  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Gentry]  had  led  him,  to  the 
point  he  was  discussing  at  the  time  it  was  made. 

Mr.  VINTON  requested  that  a  section  of  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  "bill  for  1835 
should  be  read;  and  it  was  read  by  the  Clerk  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.  B.\YLY  said  he  did  not  see  that  the  pro- 
vision which  had  been  read  affected  the  question 
at  all.  That  was  a  provision  to  satisfy  a  demand 
which  was  created  by  existing  law;  but  he  should 
come  to  that  question  hereafter.  He  was  now 
attempting  to  show  that  the  effort  to  attach  such 
items  to  such  a  bill  was  not  without  precedent, 
but  that  it  was  in  perfect  keeping  with  the  factious 
policy  heretofore  pursued  by  the  Whig  party. 

Someconversation  ensued  between  Mr.  BAYLY, 
Mr.  CLINGMAN,  and  Mr.  GENTRY,  on  the 
subject  of  Mr.  Tyler's  vetoes. 

Mr.  GENTRY  said  that  Mr.  Batlt  had  not 
yet  answered  his  question.  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  had  said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  placed  in  a 
position  in  which  he  was  compelled  either  to  veto 
the  bills  which  were  sent  to  him,  or  perjure  him- 
self. Now,  if  he  did  not  believe  distribution  un- 
constitutional, how  would  he  perjure  himself  by 
signing  a  bill  providing  for  it? 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  he  would  answer  the  gentle- 
man with  great  pleasure;  and  although  it  would 
divert  him  from  the  line  of  his  argument,  yet  the 
point  involved  in  the  interrogatory  was  an  import- 
ant one,  and  he  thanked  the  gentleman  for  giving 
him  an  opportunity  to  answer  it. 

In  the  first  place,  the  House  would  recollect, 
that  in  speaking  of  the  alternative  which  was  pre- 
sented to  Mr.  Tyler,  of  vetoing  several  bills  or  of 
violating  his  pledges  to  the  people  and  his  own  oath, 
he  had  referred  to  the  bank  bill,  and  others  besides 
the  one  concerning  the  distribution  of  the  land 
fund.  But  he  waived  that.  He  took  the  gentle- 
man at  his  word;  and  he  asserted  that  if  Mr.  Tyler, 
with  his  well-considered  and  deliberately-formed 
opinion  of  the  impolicy  of  distribution,  under  the 
circumstances  in  which  it  was  attempted,  had 
signed  the  bill  providing  for  it,  he  would  have  per- 
jured himself.  Sir,  the  Constitution  is  not  as  gen- 
tlemen read  it.  Mr.  Tyler  construed  it,  in  respect 
to  the  veto,  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  was  made,  and 
in  which  Washington  administered  it;  and  not  in 
the  spirit  which  partisans  of  the  present  day  would 
construe  it.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  spirit  in  which  Wash- 
ington administered  it;  with  whom  men  of  yes- 
terday are  impiously  compared,  for  mere  party 
effect. 

The  oath  which  is  prescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion for  the  President  is  in  these  words: 

"  I  do  solemnly  swear  that  I  will  faithfully  e.xecute  the 
office  of  President  of  the  United  States,  and  will,  to  the  best 
of  my  ability,  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States." 

This  is  the  oath  he  takes  in  entering  upon  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office.  It  is  not  only 
•'that  he  will  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,"  but  "  that  he 
will  faithfully  execute  the  office  of  President  of  the 
United  States."  What,  sir,  are  the  most  import* 
ant  duties  of  that  office?  They  are  thus  defined 
by  the  Constitution  itself: 

"  lie  [the  President]  shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  Con- 
gress iniormation  of  llie  state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend 
to  their  consideration  sucluneasures  as  lie  sliall  judge  neces- 
B.iry  and  expc'dient." 

Again: 

"  Every  hill  which  shall  have  passed  the  House  of  Repre- 
gentalivcs  and  the  Siuati;  shall,  before  it  become  a  law,  he 
presented  to  the  Pri  sident  of  ihe  United  States.  If  lie  aji- 
jrrove,  he  shall  His;n  it;  bnt  if  noi,  he  skall  return  it,  wilh  his 
objections,  to  that  llousn  in  which  it  shall  have  originated, 
who  shall  enter  the  ohjecliniis  ;u  l;iri>c'  on  their  journal,  and 
proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If,  afiirsncli  reconsideration,  two- 
thirds  of  that  House  shall  a!,'ree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be 
pent,  together  with  the  objections,  to  the  other  H^u>e,  by 
which  it  shall  likewi-c  be  reconsidered ;  and  if  ajijrroaed  hy 
two-thirds  of  that  House,  it  shall  become  a  law. 

"  Kvery  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  to  which  the  conciir- 
rencn  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  may  he 
necessary,  (except  on  a  question  of  adjournment,)  shall  he 
presentcil  to  the  President  of  the  United  Stales,  ami  before 
(he  same  shall  take  efl'ect,  »//«'/  be  upjrroved  by  him,  or,  i/ 
dintiijrroved  by  him,  shall  be  repassed  l)y  two-thirds  of  ilie 
Hcnate  and  House  of  Representatives,  accordiiiRto  the  rules 
and  limitations  prescribi^d  in  the  case  of  a  bill." 

This  is  the  language  of  the  Constitution.  The 
President,  in  advance  of  Icgislalioti,  is  commanded, 


for  the  language  is  imperative — to  "  recommend 
to  the  consideration  of  Congress,"  not  once  for 
all,  but  constantly,  "  from  time  to  time,"  such 
measures  as  he  shall  judge  not  only  necessary,  but 
such  even  as  he  shall  regard  as  expedient;  and 
after  Congress  has  acted,  the  Constitution  declares 
not  only  that  such  solemn  acts  as  bills,  but  even 
"  every  order,  resolution,  or  vote,"  (except  on  ques- 
tions of  adjournment,)  shall  be  presented  to  the 
President;  and  "  ;/  he  approve,  he  shall  sign  it; 
but  if  he  disapprove,  he  shall  return  it,  with  his 
objections,  to  that  House  in  which  it  shall  have 
originated."  In  what  sense  is  he  to  approve  it?  If 
there  was  doubt  about  this,  the  language  of  the 
Constitution  itself  in  the  same  clause,  in  another 
connection,  would  relieve  it.  He  is  to  approve  it 
in  the  same  sense  in  which  a  member  of  either 
Flouse  signifies  his  approval  in  voting  for  a  bill, 
order,  or  resolution.  The  section  under  consid- 
eration declares  that  when  either  is  returned  by 
the  President,  it  shall  be  reconsidered;  and  "if 
approved"  by  the  two-thirds  of  both  Houses,  it 
shall  become  a  law,  the  President's  objections  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding.  The  language  of 
the  oath  is  equally  explicit;  and  if  the  President 
signs  a  bill  which  he  regards  as  highly  inexpe- 
dient, he  perjures  himself  just  as  certainly  as  if  he 
signed  one  which  he  considered  unconstftutional. 
And  the  mischief  done  in  the  first  case  is  much 
greater,  and  the  crime  he  would  commit  as  heinous 
as  in  the  second.  In  the  last  case,  the  judiciary 
might  annul  the  law,  and  thus  afford  relief;  in  the 
first,  the  only  recourse  would  be  a  repeal,  which 
might  not  be  effected — and  in  most  cases  would 
not  be  effected — until  all  the  mischief  had  been 
done. 

The  very  formula  which  has  been  always  used 
by  the  Presidents,  in  affixing  their  signatures  to 
laws,  is  in  accordance  with  this  construction.  The 
word  used  is  "■approved."  And  the  very  message 
in  which  the  President  announces,  through  his  sec- 
retary, that  he  has  signed  a  bill,  is  in  accordance 
with  it  also.  The  language  of  that  message  uni- 
formly is:  "The  President  has  approved  and  signed 
a  bill,"  &c.  How  can  he  send  such  a  message  as 
that,  or  make  such  an  appendage  to  his  signature 
as  is  always  used,  if  he  has  signed  without  ap- 
proving? Mr.  B.  did  not  mean  to  maintain,  in  a 
case  where  the  reasons  were  fairly  balanced  for 
and  against  a  measure,  the  President,  in  a  case  of 
expediency,  should  exert  his  veto  merely  because 
his  mind  inclined  against  it.  But  in  a  case  where 
his  mind  is  free  from  a  rational  doubt,  he  is  as 
much  bound  to  interpose  to  prevent  the  passage  of 
a  highly  inexpedient  as  an  unconstitutional  law. 

And,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  reason  for  these  provis- 
ions of  the  Constitution  is  as  obvious  as  the  lan- 
guage is  plain.  The  design  of  the  Constitution, 
in  all  of  its  provisions,  is  to  protect  the  people 
against  the  Government — to  protect  the  governed 
from  aggression  on  the  part  of  their  agents;  and 
every  safeguard  is  therefore  interposed  against  mis- 
representation. The  President  of  the  United  Slates 
represents  the  whole  people  much  more  nearly  than 
Congress.  It  might  very  well  happen  that  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress — and,  under  the  system  of 
gerrymandering  for  this  House,  and  the  inequality 
of  the  size  of  the  States  represented  in  the  other, 
it  often  does  happen — that  a  majority  of  Congress 
will  represent  a  minority  of  the  people.  But  it  is 
almost  impossible  that  the  President  shall.  And 
hence,  before  any  bill  can  become  a  law,  it  is  required 
that  he  shall  approve  it.  And  suppose  he  should 
not:  what  mischief  is  done?  He  thereby  imposes 
no  measure  upon  the  people.  All  he  (loes  is  to 
arrest  action — to  leave  things  as  they  were — as  the 
people  had  placed  them.  The  veto  enacts  nothing. 
It  does  nothing  affirmative.  It  only  arrests  action. 
The  only  power  it  confers  upon  the  President,  who 
so  nearly  represents  the  whole  pco|ile,  is  to  grant 
an  appeal  from  the  representatives  of  the  people  to 
the  people  themselves — an  appeal  which  must,  at 
furthest,  be  tried  in  a  very  short  time.  The  term 
of  the  Presidency  is  but  four  years;  and  few  laws 
arc  ever  passed  which  invoke  tlie  Executive  nega- 
tive early  in  his  term.  And  until  the  appeal  is 
tried,  things  only  remain  its  they  were;  and  he 
was  not  prepared  to  admit  that  our  condition  and 
laws  at  any  time  are  so  defective  that  much  mis- 
chief would  be  done  in  leaving  them  unchanged. 

In  practice,  there  was  no  danger  that  the  Pi-esi- 
dent  would  capriciously  and  tyrannically  exert  the 
veto  i)ower.  He  had  no  inducements  to  do  it.  It 
was  not  a  pleasant  thing  for  the  President  to  bring 


himself  into  collision  with  the  two  Houses  of  Con- 
gress; and  experience  had  shown,  that  he  would 
not  do  it  except  in  cases  where  the  popular  will 
had  been  clearly  violated.  This  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  there  was  no  instance  in  which  a  veto  has 
not  been  sustained  by  the  people.  This  is  the  view 
which  Mr.  Tyler  took  of  the  Constitution;  and  Mr. 
B.  begged  leave  to  add,  the  view  which  the  early 
Presidents  took  of  it;  and  among  them,  the  Father 
of  his  Country.  Washington,  early  in  his  admin- 
istration, resorted  to  the  veto.  Before  he  disap- 
proved and  prevented  the  passage  of  the  apportion- 
ment bill,  he  took  the  opinion  of  his  cabinet, 
composed  of  the  ablest  men  of  that  day.  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, in  his  opinion,  said: 

"Viewing  the  bill  either  as  a  violation  of  the  Constitution, 
or  as  giving  an  inconvenient  exjiosition  to  its  uords,  is  it  a 
case  wherein  the  President  ought  to  interpose  his  negatived 
S  think  it  is.  The  non-wser  of  his  ne^alioe  power  begins 
alrcridi/to  excite  a  belief  thai  no  President  will  ever  venture  to 
use  it ;  and  con'^equently  has  begotten  a  desire  to  raise  up  har- 
riers in  the  State  Legislatures  against  Congress,  throwing  off 
the  control  of  the  Constitution." 

This  was  in  reference  to  the  first  bill  which 
Washington  vetoed.  The  second  was  a  bill  for 
reducing  the  army.  The  reasons  which  he  as- 
signed were  purely  reasons  of  expediency.  They 
were,  that  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  throw  out 
of  service,  at  that  time,  two  companies  of  light 
dragoons.  This  bill  had  been  passed  by  a  large 
majority;  and  it  is  a  singular  circumstance,  it 
was  presented  to  him  for  his  approval  on  his  birth- 
day, and  after  his  veto  it  came  near  commanding 
a  vote  of  two-thirds.* 

Now,  Mr.  B.  would  say,  if  there  was  a  conceiv- 


*The  following  are  the  proceedings  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Bayly: 

From  the  reprinted  Journal  of  the  Houie  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States,  2<J  volume,  pages  726  and  728. 
House  of  Representatives,  Fcliruary  28,  1797. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.  Craik,  his  secretary,  who,  by  command  of 
the  President,  returned  to  the  House  the  bill  passed  by  the 
two  Houses,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  amend  an  act  en- 
titled 'An  act  to  ascertain  and  fix  the  military  establishment 
of  the  United  States,' "  and  presented  to  the  President,  for 
his  approbation,  on  Wednesdar,  the  22d  day  of  this  month  ; 
to  which  bill  the  President  having  made  objections,  the  same 
were  also  delivered  in  by  the  said  secretary,  who  then  with- 
drew. 

The  said  objections  were  read,  and  ordered  to  be  entered 
at  largo  on  the  Journal,  as  follow  : 

"United  States,  February  28,  1797. 
"Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

"  Having  maturely  considered  the  bill  to  alter  and  amend 
an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  ascertain  and  fix  the  military  es- 
tablishment of  the  United  States,"  which  was  presented  to 
me  on  the  22d  day  of  this  month,  I  now  return  it  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  in  which  it  originated,  with  my 
objections. 

"First.  If  the  bill  passes  into  a  law,  the  two  companies  of 
light  dragoons  will  he,  from  that  moment,  legally  out  ol  ser- 
vice, though  they  will  afterwards  continue  actually  in  service; 
and  for  their  services  during  this  interval— namely,  from  the 
time  of  legal  to  the  time  of  actual  discharge — it  will  not  be 
lawful  to  pay  them,  unless  some  future  provision  be  made 
by  law.  Though  they  may  be  discharged  at  the  pleasure  of 
Congress,  in  justice  they  ought  to  receive  their  pay,  not  only 
to  the  time  of  p.assing  the  law,  but,  at  least,  to  the  time  of 
their  actual  discharge. 

"  Secoiidly.  It  will  be  inconvenient  and  injurious  to  the 
public  to  dismiss  the  light  dragoons  as  soon  as  notice  of  the 
law  can  be  conveyed  to  them,  one  of  the  companies  having 
been  lately  destined  to  a  necessary  and  important  service. 

"  Thirdly.  The  companies  of  light  dragoons  consist  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six  non-commissioned  ofTiccrs  and  pri- 
vates, who  are  bound  to  serve  as  dismounted  dragoons  when 
ordered  so  to  do.  They  have  received,  in  bounties,  about 
two  thousand  dollars  ;  oiie  of  them  is  completely  equipped, 
and  above  half  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates 
have  yet  to  serve  more  than  one-third  of  the  time  of  their 
enlistment;  and,  besides,  there  will,  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  be  a  considerable  deficiency  in  the  complement  of 
infantry  intended  to  be  continued.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, to  discharge  the  dragoons  does  not  seem  to  comport 
with  economy. 

"  Fourthly.  It  is  generally  agreed  that  some  cavalry,  either 
militia  or  regular,  will  be  necessary;  and,  according  to  the 
best  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  it  is  my  opinion 
that  the  latter  will  be  less  expensive  and  more  useful  than 
the  former  in  preserving  peace  between  the  frontier  settlers 
and  flic  Indians;  and,  therefore,  a  part  of  the  military  estab- 
lishment should  consist  of  cavalry. 

"G.  WASHINGTON." 

House  of  Representatives,  IVedncsdup;  March  1,  1797. 

'I'he  House,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day,  proceeded 
to  reconsider  the  bill  passed  by  the  two  Houses  of  Congress, 
entiUed  "An  act  to  alter  and  amend  .in  act  entitled  'An  art 
to  ascertain  and  fix  the  mililary  csialili.-liMient^f  the  United 
States,'"  which  was  presented  for  .•iiipioliallon  on  Wednes- 
day, the  twenty-second  of  February,  ami  returned  by  the 
President  yesterday,  with  objections. 

'i'he  said  bill  was  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and  is  as  fol- 
lowetli,  8ic.,  &.C. 

The  President's  objections  were  also  read  ;  and,  after  <le- 
hate  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  said  bill,  the  (|iicstion, 
"That  the  House,  on  reconsideration,  do  agree  to  pass  the 
hill .'"  was  determined  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Stulcs— yeas  65,  nays  ao. 
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able  case  where  a  President  ought  not  to  withhold 
his  signature  from  a  bill  which  he  disapproved,  it 
was  a" bill  providing  tor  the  reduction  of  the  army. 
The  power  to  declare  war  and  to  raise  and  support 
armies  is  vested  in  Congress.  The  army  is  an  arm 
of  the  war  power;  and  that  being  in  Congress,  the 
President  ought  greatly  to  defer  to  their  will  in 
every  matter  connected  with  it.  And  considering 
that  he  is  the  comiriander-in-chief,  he  ought  to  be 
very  circumspect  in  interposing  to  prevent  the  re- 
duction of  a  torce  of  which  he  is  the  head.  Yet, 
in  such  a  case  as  that,  even  Washington  exercised 
the  veto  upon  grounds  of  mere  expediency.  With 
what  propriety,  then,  can  those  who  propose  to 
surrender  the  veto  power,  and  abdicate,  in  advance, 
the  most  important  and  responsible  duties  of  the 
Presidency  as  a  means  of  reaching  it,  claim  to  fol- 
low in  the  footsteps  of  him  who  was  "  first  in  war, 
first  in  pea,ce,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of  his  coun- 
trymen r"  Sir,  it  is  impious  to  compare  any  man 
of  this  day  with  him  who  has  no  parallel  in  any 
man  of  any  day. 

Mr.  B.  did  not  regret  that  the  opportunity  had 
been  afforded  him,  as  unexpected  as  it  was,  to  ex- 
press his  views  upon  this  question,  notwithstand- 
ing he  had  not  been  able  to  present  them  fully,  or 
to  do  them  justice.  This  salutary,  popular,  con- 
servative feature  of  the  Constitution  is  in  great 
danger.  There  is  an  effort  now  made  to  strike  it 
virtually  from  the  Constitution.  It  is  not  made  in 
the  only  legitimate  way,  by  a  proposition  to  amend 
the  Constitution,  but  by  the  election  of  a  President 
pledged  in  advance  to  abandon  its  exercise.  In 
this  form  it  is  more  dangerous,  because  it  is  the 
only  one  in  which  it  can  possibly  succeed.  It  has 
been  tried  in  the  other,  the  proper  and  ingenuous 
mode,  but  it  signally  failed.  Shortly  after  the 
Whig  party  had  been  baffled  in  all  their  cherished 
schemes,  and  the  will  of  the  people  protected  from 
outrage  by  the  use  of  this  veto  power  in  the  hands 
of  a  firm  man,  Mr.  Clay  proposed  a  modification 
of  it.  But  with  all  his  influence  with  his  party, 
not  a  single  State  responded  favorably,  and  he  who 
had  proposed  it,  was  rejected  by  the  people.  And 
now  the  same  party  are  attempting  to  effect,  by  in- 
direction, what  they  so  signally  failed  to  effect  in  a 
legitimate  mode.  It  will  be  for  the  people  to  say 
whether  they  shall  succeed. 

He  would  now  return  from  this  digression  to  the 
pointhe  was  arguing  when  he  was  interrupted.  He 
was  attempting  to  show  that  this  appropriation  for 
clearing  out  the  Savannah  river  was  inserted  in 
the  bill  for  the  purpose  of  provoking  a  veto,  and 
that  it  was  in  perfect  keeping  with  similar  efforts 
resorted  to  by  the  Whig  party  when  they  were  in 
a  majority  in  this  House  in  1842. 

The  first  reason  for  this  opinion  had  already 
been  assigned.  The  appropriation  does  not  belong 
in  this  bill.  Its  proper  place  is  in  the  harbor  bill 
— where,  indeed,  it  already  is;  and  there  it  ought 
to  remain,  and  fare  the  same  fate  of  all  similar  ap- 
propriations. The  House  has  expressed  its  opin- 
ion upon  this  point.  A  bill  fromahe  Senate  is  now 
on  your  calendar,  providing  for  this  improvement. 
When  it  came  from  the  Senate,  what  was  done 
with  it.'  Was  it  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
Way  and  Means,  to  which  belongs  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  bill?  No,  sir;  but  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  by  a  vote  of  this 
House;  and  it  was  thus  decided  by  this  body  that 
its  proper  place  was  the  river  and  harbor  bill,  which 
that  committee  has  in  charge.  Again:  In  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  it  was  rejected  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. Why,  then,  was  it  voted  in  by  a  party 
vote  in  the  House?  The  remarks  of  tlie  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hudson]  explains  the 
reason.  In  the  mean  time,  it  had  become  generally 
rumored  about,  that  if  it  remained  in  the  bill,  the 
President  would  veto  it.  Here  was  an  opportunity 
for  a  party  movement,  not  to  be  lost.  Thousands 
of  persons  aie  interested  in  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
in  every  part  of  the  country — indeed,  every  person 
connected  with  the  civil  departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment; and  it  was  thought  if  a  veto  could  be 
provoked,  a  great  clamor  would  be  the  conse- 
quence. 

The  gentl#nan  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hud- 
son] had  asked  Mr.  B.'s  colleague  [Mr.  Meade] 
if  the  President  had  given  any  intimation  that  he 
would  veto  this  bill  if  it  contained  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Savannah  river.  It  was  such  a  ques- 
tion as  ii  was  impossible  to  give  a  general  negative 
to.  But  this  he  would  say,  that  although  he  was 
quite  sure  the  President  hud  given  no  private  inti- 


mation of  his  intentions,  with  the  view  of  influen- 
cing the  vote  of  members  of  Congress,  yet,  in  hia 
public  acts,  in  his  veto  messages,  he  had  given  the 
most  positive  and  unequivocal  intimations  that 
such  an  appropriation  as  this  could  never  meet  his 
approval. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Hudson]  argues  that  this  appropriation  does  not 
stand  on  the  same  footing  as  ordinary  appropria- 
tions for  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  inas- 
much as  the  obstructions  in  the  Savannah  river 
were  placed  there  by  the  Government  in  the  revo- 
lutionary war.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken.  They 
were  not  placed  there  by  the  order  of  the  Govern- 
ment; on  the  contrary,  they  were  placed  there 
(if  he  was  not  misinformed)  by  the  authorities  of 
Savannah,  for  the  protection  of  that  town.  But 
this  is  immaterial.  At  any  rate,  they  were  placed 
there  before  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
was  adopted;  and  our  powers  are  derived  from  that 
instrument,  and  not  from  extraneous  circumstances 
existing  before  it  was  formed. 

So  far  from  this  improvement  having  stronger 
claims  upon  us  than  any  other,  the  reverse  is  the 
case.  The  State  of  Georgia  has  applied  long  ago 
to  this  Government  for  permission  to  levy  tonnage 
duties  to  remove  these  very  obstructions.  The  per- 
mission has  been  granted.  He  was  informed  that 
the  duties  had  been  levied  and  collected.  They 
must  have  come  out  of  all  persons  trading  up  that 
river;  among  whom  would  be  comprised  many  citi- 
zens of  other  Stales.  Under  these  circumstances, 
with  what  propriety  could  Georgia  come  here  and 
ask  an  appropriation  to  effect  the  same  object  out 
of  the  public  treasury  ?  She  had  resorted  to  the 
true  constitutional  course,  and  let  her  adhere  to  it. 

He  then  commented  on  the  remarks  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
expressed  his  astonishment  that  a  gentleman  of 
his  age  and  experience  should  come  here  and  say 
he  presumed  the  President  had  already  money 
enough  to  carry  on  the  Government,  and  therefore 
that  his  friends  in  this  House  withheld  their  votes 
from  this  bill.  Why,  so  far  as  mere  funds  go,  the 
Government  would  have  more  without  this  bill 
than  with  it;  for  it  does  not  propose  to  put  money 
into  the  treasury,  but  to  take  it  out.  But  the  cred- 
itors of  the  Government  had  a  right  to  these  funds. 
They  could  not,  however,  be  paid,  until  this  bill 
was  passed,  for  not  a  dollar  could  be  paid  without 
an  appropriation  by  law;  and  that  appropriation, 
to  which  there  was  no  objection  on  this  side  of  the 
House,  gentlemen  opposite  were  determined  should 
not  be  made  unless  appropriations  were  included 
which  would  inevitably  bring  down  the  Executive 
veto.  ' 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  a  question 
of  privilege.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  had 
no  right  to  refer  to  the  opinion  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  influence  the  action  of  mem- 
bers of  this  House. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land should  have  raised  his  question  of  privilege 
at  an  earlier  period ;  for  no  reference  had  been  made 
to  Executive  opinions  on  this  aide  of  the  House, 
until  they  had  been  alluded  to  by  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side. 

Mr.  EVANS  denied  that  the  first  allusion  to  the 
Executive  opinions  had  come  from  his  side  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  he  believed  the  first  gentleman 
who  made  such  allusion  was  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Hudson.] 

Mr.  EVANS  said  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
was  entirely  mistaken.  In  the  expectation  that 
such  allusions  would  be  made,  he  had  sat  with  his 
finger  on  the  rules,  which  was  well  known  to  the 
Speaker,  and  he  was  enabled  to  say  that  the  first 
reference  to  the  Executive  opinions  came  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House.  It  came  from  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Clarke.] 

Mr.  GENTRY  said  it  mattered  not  whence  it 
came.     It  was  wrong. 

Mr.  EVANS  said,  in  raising  the  question  of 
privilege,  he  did  it  not  with  any  unfairness  to  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  could  not  bring  him- 
self to  be  guilty  of  doing  so.  But  he  had  raised 
the  qucstimi  because  it  was  a  clear  violation  of  a 
rule  of  the  Plouse,  which  was  designed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  freedom  of  debate. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said,ifgentlemen  opposite  were  ter- 
rified by  such  allusions,  he  promised  that  he  would 
not  repeat  them.  According  to  the  gentleman's 
own  admission,  others  had  made  these  allusions 


before  he  had;  and  yet,  although  the  gentlemaa 
had  sat  with  his  finger  on  the  rules,  in  expectation 
of  such  allusions,  he  had  not  called  them  to  order. 
No  one  would  suspect  him  of  such  a  want  of  tact 
as  to  refer  to  the  opinions  of  the  President  with 
the  view  of  influencing  favorably  the  action  of 
members  on  that  side  of  the  House.  He  knew  the 
temper  of  that  side  well  enough  to  know  that  such 
a  reference  would  have  produced  the  contrary  effect. 
No  such  reference  was  necessary,  as  far  as  this 
side  was  concerned;  for  we  have  already  voted 
against  the  appropriation.  The  change  has  been 
on  that  side,  not  this. 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  [Mr.  Vinton]  had  made  other 
remarks  at  which  he  was  equally  surprised.  Be- 
sides voting  for  this  proposition,  he  had  also  ex- 
pressed his  regret  that  appropriations  had  not  been 
made  for  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi  and 
Ohio  rivers.  It  would  be  recollected  that,  early  in 
this  session,  the  gentleman  asserted  that  neither 
himself  nor  the  party  to  which  he  belonged,  had 
ever  advocated  incurring  debt'  for  the  purpose  of 
internal  improvements.  All  that  they  had  ever 
wished  was,  to  appropriate  any  available  surplus 
which  might  remain  undisposed  of  in  the  treasury. 
He  would  ask  the  gentleman  if  there  was  any 
such  surplus  in  the  treasury  now?  If  these  appro- 
priations are  made,  must  not  debt  be  contracted 
to  meet  them  ?  He  (Mr.  B.)  had  undertaken  to 
controvert,  by  facts  and  arguments,  the  assertion 
of  the  gentleman  at  the  time  it  was  made;  but  he 
had  not  anticipated  that  the  gentleman  himself 
would  so  soon  have  confirmed  all  he  had  then 
said. 

He  (Mr.  B.)  then  proceeded  to  comment  on  the 
vote  of  the  Speaker  yesterday  morning,  on  the 
discovery  of  an  error  in  the  record  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  preceding  day.  He  knew  the  Speaker 
had  many  privileges;  but  he  should  like  to  know 
by  what  privilege  the  Speaker  could  vote  a  day 
after  any  other  member  of  this  House?  No  mem- 
ber of  this  House  enjoyed  a  privilege  of  voting  on 
a  succeeding  day.  Now,  suppose  he  (Mr.  B.) 
had  not  been  present  on  that  day:  could  he  come 
in  on  the  succeeding  day  and  have  his  vote  record- 
ed? To  put  a  still  stronger  case:  Suppose  he  had 
been  in  his  seat,  and  had  not  voted;  could  he  vote 
the  next  day  after  the  Journal  was  read  ? 

The  SPEAKER  explained  that  the  course  which 
was  pursued  was  justified  by  many  precedents. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  he  did  not  charge  the  Speaker 
with  any  intentional  usurpation. 

Mr.  BURT  explained,  that  since  he  had  been  a 
member  of  this  House,  the  same  state  of  circum- 
stances had  occurred  when  the  Speaker  was  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  the  same 
course  was  pursued.  It  was  done  by  Mr.  John 
W.  Davis,  the  last  Speaker  of  this  House. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  he  recollected  no  such  in- 
stance; but  if  there  was,  it  did  not  alter  his  views. 
He  could  not  see  why  a  Speaker  should  vote  the 
next  day,  any  more  than  the  other  members  of  the 
House.  If  the  Speaker  did  not  exercise  his  right 
when  the  question  was  put,  he  should  be  presumed 
to  have  waived  it,  and  he  could  not  exercise  it 
afterwards.  He  then  continued  at  some  length  to 
comment  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  with  the  clause 
which  was  so  objectionable  to  many,  and  said  he 
d|||ld  not  but  view  it  as  an  attempt  to  provoke  an 
Executive  veto;  and  he  appealed  to  gentlemen  if 
they  were  likely  to  gain  anything  in  a  party  point 
of  view  which  would  at  all  compensate  for  the  loss 
of  dignity  and  propriety  of  conduct  which  they 
would  inevitably  incur. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Bayly]  and  some  other  gentlemen  com- 
plained that  this  item  for  the  removal  of  obstructions 
in  the  Savannah  river  had  been  put  in  this  bill  |nir- 
posely  to  procure  an  Executive  veto.  Now,  as 
one  who  advocated  this  appropriation,  not  only  at 
this  session,  but  at  every  session  since  he  had  been 
a  member  of  this  House,  he  could  say  that  he  had 
never  heard  such  an  intimation  until  this  morn- 
ing. He  did  not  dream  that  any  individual  could 
possibly  expect  the  President  would  veto  this  ap- 
propriation. He  had  always  understood  that  his 
Democratic  colleague  had  uniformly  voted  fortius 
appropriation, except  at  this  session, and  that  itwas 
supported  because  it  stood  on  ground  diflerent  iVom 
other  appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  har- 
bors. He  believed  he  was  right  in  saying  that  his 
Democratic  colleague  had  heretofore  voted  for  it; 
'  but  he  had  voted  against  the  bills  containing  the 
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appropriaiion  because  other  matters  different  from 
this  were  put  in  them;  and  for  liis  colleague,  who 
was  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  [iVlr.  Toombs,]  who  had  this  item  put  in  the 
bill,  not  for  a  veto  but  to  get  the  money,  he  would 
Btnte  that  he  agreed  in  some  points  wiili  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  in  opposing  a  general  system 
of  internal  improvements,  but  not  on  constitutional 
grounds.  That  colleague  happened  to  be  absent 
to-day,  or  he  (Mr.  S.)  knew  lie  would  answer  for 
Jiimself,  and  state  most  explicitly  tliat  liis  object 
was  not  to  provoke  a  veto  by  putting  this  item  in 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill;  but  it 
was  to  disconnect  this  case  from  other  harbor  im- 
provements which  stood  upon  entirely  different 
grounds.  He  knew  this  was  the  object  of  his  col- 
league, and  that  this  was  the  history  or  the  true 
reason  for  this  apppropriation  in  this  bill. 

JMr.  McClelland  inquired  if  the  gentle- 
man's colleague  was  not  in  favor  of  separating  this 
item  from  this  bill,  that  the  merits  of  every  such 
item  should  be  discussed  by  itself? 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  it  was  not  necessary  that 
he  should  go  into  a  detail  of  the  views  of  his  col- 
league on  the  subject  of  internal  improvements,  as 
probably  before  the  adjournment  his  colleague 
would  speak  for  himself.  But  he  was  satisfied 
that  his  colleague  had  no  doubt  of  the  constitution- 
ality of  improving  harbors  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people  of  this  Union.  If  they  could  not  legislate 
upon  this  subject,  what  sort  of  a  Government  had 
they?  He  repeated  that  he  knew  his  colleague 
was  opposed  to  a  large,  unlimited,  and  extrava- 
gant system  of  internal  improvements,  as  he  was 
himself,  but  that  he  had  always  disconnected  this 
case  from  others. 

And  now,  what  was  the  argument  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  ?  He  said  this  did  not  differ 
from  other  cases,  because  these  obstructions  were 
put  into  this  river  by  the  Government  before  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  This  was 
the  ground  on  which  the  gentleman  made  this  case 
analogous  to  all  others,  and  wished  to  get  rid  of 
the  obligation  resting  on  them  to  make  the  re- 
moval. Now  he  (Mr.  S.)  intended  to  show  that 
it  was  but  a  quibble  to  say  that  these  obstructions 
were  put  there  before  the  adoption  of  the  pres- 
ent Constitution,  and  that  therefore  this  appro- 
priation for  their  removal  was  unconstitutional. 
He  supposed  from  this  argument  that  if  this  Gov- 
ernment should  put  in  such  obstructions,  this  Gov- 
ernment could  take  them  out;  though  he  did  not 
know  but  that  it  might  be  contended  tliat  if  this 
Government  should  now,  in  time  of  war,  put  in 
such  obstructions,  it  could  not  again  remove  them. 
Was  he  to  argue  such  a  question  as  that?  He  ap- 
pealed to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  asked 
if  he  enteiiained  such  constitutional  opinions  as 
that  this  Government  could  block  up  the  mouth  of 
a  river  for  the  national  defence,  but  that  it  could 
not  afterwards  remove  such  obstructions  ?  No  gen- 
tleman could  entertain  such  opinions.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  .speaking  of  the  President,  said 
that  he  would  not  longer  terrify  this  side  by  allu- 
ding to  i  he  Executive  veto.  Now,  he  had  not  known 
that  side  of  the  House  ever  quailed  or  became  ter- 
rified at  any  threat  of  the  Executive,  nor  had  he 
heard  on  that  side  of  the  House  until  this  morning 
that  the  President  would  veto  this  bill  if  this  item 
was  inserted;  and  yet,  as  the  representativjfcof 
American  freemen,  if  by  message  of  the  Extcu- 
tive,  or  communication  from  any  of  his  minions, 
such  a  threat  should  be  made,  he  (Mr.  S.)  would 
maintain  his  rights,  and  vote  for  it  notwithstand- 
ing. No  threat  of  the  Executive  would  have  any 
terror  for  that  side  of  the  House,  and  Mr.  S.  would 
fain  hope  that  it  would  have  no  influence  with  the 
oilier  .side.  During  the  revolutionary  war  these 
obstructions  were  put  into  this  river  in  part  by  our 
officers  and  in  part  !jy  the  British,  and  he  main- 
tained that  it  rested  wiih  the  Government  to  remove 
them;  and  it  rested  not  solely  on  construction,  but 
on  the  plain  terms  of  the  Constitution;  for  by  the 
Constitution  the  new  Government  assumed  all  the 
obligations  of  the  old  Confederation.  But  this 
assumption  in  effecl  would  have  been  made  by  the 
change,  even  without  the  express  provision.  When 
the  government  of  any  peoijile  passed  from  one  form 
to  (mother,  or  from  the  hands  of  one  to  another, 
those  who  come  last  to  the  exercise  of  ils  powers 
take  the  government,  ciu/i  ontre.  Suppose  sve  had 
not  adopted  the  Cotistilulion,  and  that  the  Stales 
had  remained  as  a  Confederated  Republic,  would 
any  gentleman  doubt  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 


Federal  Government  to  remove  the  obstructions 
from  that  river?  He  could  not  argue  such  a  ques- 
tion as  this.  He  believed  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia was  a  lawyer,  and  sometimes  spoke  from  the 
book;  and  he  asked  him  if,  in  such  a  case,  the  duty 
would  have  rested  upon  the  Confederation  to  make 
the  removal,  did  it  not  now  devolve  on  the  present 
Government  to  discharge  this  old  obligation  ?  He 
was  astonished,  then,  to  hear  gentlemen  say  it  was 
unconstitutional,  because  those  obstructions  had 
been  placed  there  before  the  adoption  of  the  pres- 
ent Constitution.  Sovereignty  might  be  trans- 
ferred, but  the  incoming  Government  look  with  it 
all  the  trusts  and  responsibilities,  rights  and  obli- 
gations of  the  old  Government  under  the  Confed- 
eracy. No  principle  in  public  law  or  the  laws  of 
nations  was  plainer  or  better  settled.  | 

He  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
and  of  the  country  to  the  fact  that  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  bill  for  the  support  of  the  Government 
was  rejected  because  it  contained  an  item  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Savannah  river,  when  all  the 
other  items  were  called  for  by  the  Executive,  and 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  And  what 
was  that  item?  He  here  read  the  item  appropria- 
ting $50,000  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  in  the 
Savannah  river,  near  Fort  Pulaski  and  the  naval 
anchorage,  and  said  they  were  told  by  the  other 
side  of  the  House  that  if  this  item  were  retained 
in  this  bill  it  would  be  vetoed  by  the  President. 
Although  no  gentleman  had  authority  to  say  so, 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  said  he  had  no  doubt 
of  it.  Now,  was  not  this  an  extraordinary  spec- 
tacle to  present  to  the  country,  when  the  Chief 
Magistrate  of  this  Union  undertook  to  say  to  the 
Representatives  of  the  People  that  the  wheels  of 
Government  should  stop  if  they  dared  exercise 
one  of  their  rights,  and  make  an  appropriation  to 
remove  obstructions  from  a  river  which  the  Gov- 
ernment had  put  there  itself?  The  gentleman  from 
Virginia  told  them  he  came  to  this  conclusion  from 
the  general  knosvledge  he  had  of  the  President's 
previous  vetoes.  Consequently,  the  wheels  of  the 
Government  must  stop  if  they  did  that  which  was 
necessary  to  the  naval  marine  of  the  country,  as 
well  as  necessary  for  the  promotion  of  the  interests 
of  commerce.  The  gentleman  from  Virginia  said 
the  President  could  not  allow  his  conscience  to  be 
violated  by  approving  a  bill  containing  such  an 
item  for  one  of  our  own  rivers  or  one  of  our  own' 
harbors,  and  yet  the  President  could  approve  a 
survey  of  the  Dead  Sea.  He  did  not  speak  au- 
thoritatively; but  he  asked  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  if  it  were  not  so,  if  the  President  had  not 
approved  of  the  survey  of  the  harbors  of  that  dis- 
tant inland  sea? 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  he  was  able  to  speak  some- 
what with  authority  on  this  subject,  and  he  could 
say  that  the  President  has  ordered  no  such  thing. 
Permission  was  asked  by  some  of  our  naval  officers 
to  make  a  scientific  exploration  on  their  own  ac- 
count. It  was  done  without  any  direction  or  con- 
trol whatever  of  the  department;  and  permission 
was  given  them  to  do  that  which  was  often  done 
when  officers  were  on  foreign  stations:  to  make 
short  excursions  for  the  examination  of  objects 
which  would  tend  to  enlighten  them  and  the 
world. 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  then,  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  to  say  that  they  were  not  sent 
out,  but  that,  on  their  application,  permission  was 
given  them  to  survey  the  Dead  Sea. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  Not  to  survey  it;  that  would 
depend  upon  the  sense  in  which  the  gentleman 
used  the  word  survey.  The  word  survey  might 
have  different  meanings.  And  Mr.  B.  said  some- 
thing of  the  sense  of  the  word  in  the  stanza  of 

"  I  am  monarch  of  all  I  survey," 
which  was  not  distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  replied  that  the  sense  in  which 
he  used  the  word  was  to  examine,  explore,  make 
observations,  &c.  But  he  did  not  know  but  that 
he  was  wrong;  and  that  the  gentleman  had  just 
given  the  sense  in  which  the  President  used  it. 
He  certainly  was  actuated  by  some  such  feelings 
and  views,  when  he  cast  his  eyes  over  the  Terri- 
tories of  New  Mexico  and  California,  and  made  a 
survey  of  them.  All  his  acts  then  spoke  one  plain 
language: 

"  I  am  iiioimixli  of  all  I  purvey. 
My  ri(;hl  lliere  is  none  to  (lis|)Ute; 
From  the  ountre  all  round  to  the  sea, 
I  nni  lord  of  tin;  fowl  and  the  hrute." 

Perhaps  it  was  witii  the  same  feeling  he  was 


now  making  this  survey  of  the  Dead  Sea.  And 
while  he  denies  all  right  in  Congress  to  do  any- 
thing for  the  improvement  of  our  rivers  and  har- 
bors, he  could  approve  the  expenditure  of  thou- 
sands of  dollars  out  of  the  public  treasure  in  making 
surveys,  examinations,  and  explorations  after  the 
lost  cities  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah.  Such  was  the 
conscience  of  our  President.  He  could  expend  the 
public  treasure  in  exploring  other  climes,  but  could 
not  allow  Congress  to  spend  one  dollar  in  improv- 
ing our  own. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  .something  further  in  inter- 
ruption aljout  jurisdictioji,  not  heard. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  did  not  believe  that  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Fremont  claimed  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
country  when  he  made  his  exploring  journey  into 
California;  nor  did  Captain  Gillespie-  They  were, 
however,  despatched  there  by  authority,  iheir  ex- 
penses were  paid  out  of  our  treasury,  and  they 
soon  created  a  revolution,  and  presented  the  sin- 
gular spectacle  of  officers  of  this  Goverment,  in 
the  pay  of  the  Government,  commencing  war  with 
and  revolutionizing  a  neighboring  country,  with- 
out any  authority  of  law  save  the  will  of  the  Pres- 
ident. But  his  question  had  been.  Who  bore-the 
expenses  of  this  expedition  to  the  Dead  Sea?  Did 
they  or  did  they  not  come  out  of  the  treasury? 
Did  the  officers  concerned  pay  the  expense  out  of 
their  own  pockets?  Did  they  pay  for  the  building 
of  the  peculiar  sort  of  boats  necessary  for  the  ex- 
ploration, and  which,  as  he  had  been  informed, 
were  built  iu  thi.^  country?  Were  they  not  buils 
and  sent  out  at  the  public  charge  ?  Mr.  S.  did  not 
know  the  fact,  but  he  had  been  so  informed.  And 
was  this  the  excuse,  the  palliation  that  the  friends 
of  the  President  offered  for  the  tenderness  of  the 
conscience  of  the  President,  which  would  prevent 
him  from  allowing  us  to  appropriate  a  few  thou- 
sand dollars  to  remove  obstructions  in  one  of  our 
own  rivers  which  our  Government  had  helped  to 
put  there  for  the  national  defence  during  the  war 
of  the  Revolution?  He  could  build  boats  for  an 
exploration  of  the  Dead  Sea,  it  seems,  without  au- 
thority of  law,  but  his  conscience  was  quite  too 
tender  to  allow  of  his  permitting  the  people's  rep- 
resentatives to  provide  for  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions which  were  put  in  one  of  our  own  harbors 
by  the  officers  of  our  Government,  and  by  which, 
in  part,  they  were  enabled  to  achieve  our  inde- 
pendence! His  tender  conscience  did  not  prevent 
him  from  claiming  all  the  powers  of  a  conquering 
monarch  over  foneign  territory,  nor  from  prosecu- 
ting explorations  of  distant  seas  in  the  East,  at  the 
expense  of  the  people  of  the  United  States;  but  at 
home,  here  at  our  own  doors,  his  conscience  would 
not  allow  him  to  sanction  the  appropriation  of  a 
dollar  for  the  benefit  of  the  commerce  of  our  own 
people,  or  the  safety  of  our  own  navy  in  coming 
to  anchor  in  one  of  our  own  ports! 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  he  did  not  admit  that  the  ex- 
pense of  this  exploration  of  the  Dead  Sea  had 
come  out  of  the  treasury. 

Mr.  STEPH  ENS  said  he  understood  that  it  had. 
He  understood  from  the  gentleman  at  the  head  of 
the  Naval  Committee  [Mr.  T.  B.  King]  that  the 
boats  provided  for  that  expedition  were  paid  for 
out  of  the  treasury;  so  he  was  informed;  beyond 
that  he  could  not  go.  But,  even  if  the  expenses 
of  the  boats  did  not  come  out  of  the  treasury,  the 
officers  concerned  in  it  were  in  the  pay  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  were  engaged  in  the  enterprise  by 
the  permission  of  the  President. 

Mr.  BAYLY  inquired  how  the  chairman  of  the 
Naval  Committee  knew  that  such  was  the  fact? 

Mr.T.  BUTLER  KING  (chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs)  said  he  knew  nothing 
more  than  what  he  learned  from  common  report. 
[Voices:  "Oh!  ah!^']  Gentlemen  need  not  cry 
"  oh"  and  "  ah"  quite  so  soon.  [Laughter.]  He 
did  know,  from  very  high  authority,  that  the  out- 
fit necessary  to  that  exploration  had  been  made  at 
the  expense  of  the  Government.  These  officers 
must  have  taken  out  the  requisite  boats  and  nauti- 
cal and  astronomical  instruments  to  complete  the 
examination;  and  while  so  engaged,  they  were  of 
course  under  pay  as  officers  of  the  Government. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  did^iot  certainly 
question  this. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  he  did  greatly  question  it. 

Mr.  KING  observed,  what  he  said  was,  that 
this  service  was  performed  by  permission  of  the 
department. 

Mr.  RHETT.  Had  not  these  gentlemen  gone 
out  on  this  expedition  on  their  own  account? 
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Mr.  KING  said  he  did  not  understand  that  they 
had  gone  on  their  own  account. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND.  Would  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  undertake  to  say  that  they  were  or- 
dered on  that  service  by  the  Government? 

Mr.  KING.  I  have  not  said  that.  I  said  they 
were  permitted. 

Mr.  RHETT  inquired  from  what  source  the 
gentleman  had  derived  this  information.' 

Mr.  KING  replied,  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

Mr.  RHETT.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  told 
you  so? 

Mr.  KING.     He  told  me  so,  himself. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  he  was  himself  a  member  of 
the  Naval  Committee.  He  had  gone  to  the  de- 
partment, and  had  there  inquired  into  the  precise 
state  of  the  case. 

Mr.  KING  said  he  brought  no  charge  against 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  this  account.  He 
had  only  said  that  the  expedition  was  permitted 
by  the  department. 

Mr.  GENTRY  wished  to  inquire  from  the  hon- 
orable chairman  whether  a  public  vessel,  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  ever  left  this  country  on 
a  distant  expedition  without  orders  from  the  de- 
partment? 

Mr.  KING  replied  that  none' ever  did. 

Mr.  GENTRY  said  these  officers  must  have 
had  orders,  or  they  never  would  have  gone 
there, 

Mr.  SCHENCK  here  referred  to  a  speech  of 
his  own,  in  which  he  had  been  commenting  on  the 
inconsistency  of  the  Executive  Government  in 
sending  out  an  expedition  to  explore  the  Dead  Sea, 
and  at  the  same  time  refusing  to  sanction  the  im- 
provement of  our  own  rivers  and  harbors.  He 
had  gone  afterwards  to  the  Navy  Department, 
where  the  Secretary  explained  to  him  the  whole 
affair.  The  explanation  given  was,  that  certain 
naval  officers  had  expressed  their  willingness  and 
desire  to  make  the  exploration,  and  he  had  given 
them  permission  to  do  so,  because  he  considered 
that  the  result  would  be  a  desirable  acquisition  to 
science.  Mr.  S.  said  he  had  further  learned — he 
was  not  sure  it  was  from  the  Secretary;  it  might 
have  been  from  other  sources;  he  certainly  had 
seen  it  stated  in  the  newspapers — that  boats  of 
easy  transportation  had  been  prepared,  and  the 
instructions  were  published,  under  which  these 
officers  had  been  engaged  in  making  the  requisite 
preparations  for  the  exploration.  Mr.  S.  had  him- 
self never  alluded  to  it;  for  he  was  not  of  opinion 
that  the  thing  was  at  all  wrong,  but  the  contrary. 
What  he  complained  of  was,  that  while  it  was 
held  to  be  all  right  and  proper,  and  quite  constitu- 
tional to  carry  on  such  an  exploration  in  the  con- 
tinent of  Asia,  it  was  supposed  to  be  the  greatest 
heresy  to  permit  a  river  or  a  harbor  in  our  own 
country  to  he  examined  and  improved. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  that  he  had  seen  the  instruc- 
tions alluded  to,  and  knew  all  about  it. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  that  all  this  eager  con- 
troversy, which  had  for  some  time  been  going  on 
all  round  him,  amounted  to  nothing  at  all.  It 
seemed  that,  whenever  he  addressed  the  House, 
the  disposition  to  interrupt,  and  to  make  inquiries 
and  explanations,  became  contagious. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  (in  his  seat)  said  it  was  be- 
cause he  stirred  them  up. 

Now,  sir,  (continued  Mr.  STEPHENS,)  it  is 
wholly  immaterial,  for  the  purpose  to  which  I  al- 
luded to  this  affair,  whether  the  officers  paid  for 
their  copper  boats  and  outfit  or  not.  They  are 
engaged  in  this  service,  I  understand  to  be  admitted, 
by  the  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
and  their  regular  salaries  are  paid  out  of  the  treas- 
ury while  engaged  in  this  service.  The  main 
question  here  was,  whether  officers  of  our  navy, 
while  in  the  pay  of  the  Government,  had  engaged 
in  the  survey  of  the  Dead  Sea  with  tiie  knowledge 
and  consent  of  the  President?  It  was  not  to  be 
expected  that  our  naval  officers,  when  they  left  our 
own  shores,  carried  with  them  specific  orders  and 
directions  as  to  where  they  were  to  go  from  day 
to  day,  and  just  at  what  points  they  were  to  stop; 
but  wherever  they  went,  while  on  a  cruise,  they 
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were  held  to  be  constructively  in  the  service  of  the 
Government.  That  was  the  point.  Mr.  S.  did 
not  complain  if  the  money  of  the  people  had  been 
appropriated  for  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of 
science  and  the  enlightenment  of  the  people.  If 
such  results  should  ensue  from  the  exploration  of 
the  Dead  Sea,  and  our  officers  could  secure  them 
without  detriment  to  the  public  service,  he  had  no 
complaint  against  it.  He  agreed  with  what  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Schenck]  said,  that 
this  might  all  be  very  proper;  but  he  did  complain 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  who  knew 
of  and  permitted  such  an  exploration  in  a  distant 
country,  could  turn  upon  our  own  people  and  say 
that  it  was  right  and  proper  to  explore  distant  seas, 
but  you  cannot  improve  your  own,  and  withhold 
from  them  the  money  intended  to  be  applied  to  the 
advancement  of  the  national  prosperity  and  the 
improvement  of  our  own  great  natural  advantages. 
What  good  would  it  do  the  people  of  the  United 
States  to  explore  the  Dead  Sea,  in  comparison  to 
the  opening  of  the  great  highways  for  their  own 
commerce?  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  seemed  to  have  taken  the  President's  con- 
science into  their  own  peculiar  keeping,  and  they 
would  not  consent  to  pass  any  measure  in  this 
House  which  they  supposed  his  conscience  or  his 
caprice  might  lead  him  to  oppose.  Mr.  S.  must 
call  these  conscientious  scruples  nothing  but  a  ca- 
price. If  not,  why  were  instructions  given,  in  the 
negotiation  of  the  late  treaty,  to  secure  the  right  of 
way  at  Tehuantepec?  Where  was  the  constitu- 
tional provision  that  authorized  the  President  to 
insert  a  condition  like  that  in  a  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  a  foreign  Pov/er?  And  why 
was  the  right  of  way  desired,  if  it  could  not  be  im- 
proved and  rendered  available? 

But  why  did  Mr.  S.  stand  here  talking  about 
the  constitutional  scruples  of  a  man  who  had  done 
little  else  then  trample  the  Constitution  beneath 
his  feet  from  the  day  of  his  inauguration  to  this 
day;  of  a  man  who,  in  the  very  face  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  against  its  plain  letter,  had  involved 
the  nation  in  an  unnecessary  and  expensive  war 
of  aggression,  invasion,  and  conquest;  of  a  man 
who  arrogated  to  himself  the  absolute  power  of  a 
monarch  over  conquered  provinces;  of  a  man  who 
dared  to  establish  a  civil  government  by  his  own 
authority  and  his  own  officers  upon  soil  which  he 
claimed  to  be  a  part  of  one  of  the  sovereign  States  of 
this  Union;  who  laid  duties,  collected  imposts,  and 
expended  large  sums  of  money  by  orders  in  council, 
and  without  authority  of  law;  of  a  man  who  could, 
by  the  proclamation  of  a  subaltern,  change  the  alle- 
giance of  a  foreign  people  and  declare  them  to  be 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  when  this  subject,  by 
the  Constitution,  was  left  to  Congress  to  regulate? 
This  was  the  conscientious  President,  whose  scru- 
ples we  must  look  to  in  the  discharge  of  our  duty  ! 
And  when  Mr.  S.  and  his  constituents  came  liere 
and  asked  Congress  for  a  few  thousand  dollars  to 
remove  an  obstruction  placed  by  this  Government 
across  the  mouth  of  one  of  our  own  rivers,  to  open 
a  pathway  for  our  own  commerce,  they  were  told 
his  conscience  was  too  tender  to  allow  it! 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  here  interposed.  He 
said  he  knew  his  friend  from  Georgia;  he  had 
served  with  him  in  committee;  he  wanted  to  ask 
the  gentleman  a  question,  and  he  thought  it  was 
best  to  do  it  now,  before  his  friend  got  any  more 
irritated.  He  knew  that  in  ordinary  times  he  was 
a  very  courteous  gentleman.  Now,  Mr.  C.  ex- 
pected soon  to  get  the  floor,  and  he  vi^anted  to 
know  whether  it  would  be  permitted  to  him  to  take 
a  latitude  like  this  on  a  motion  for  reconsideration? 
He  desired  to  know  this  now,  that  he  might  make 
the  proper  preparation  beforehand  for  launching 
out  into  the  Dead  Sea.  He  would  require  some 
time  to  fix  up  his  barque  if  it  was  to  go  on  so  long 
a  voyage  as  to  the  Dead  Sea,  which  he  believed 
was  somewhere  in  Asia. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  he  was  for  giving  the 
gentleman  from  Alabama  full  latitude;  he  might 
launch  his  barque  on  a  voyage  to  the  Dead  Sea, 
and  might  cross,  if  he  could,  the  Isthmu.^  of  Te- 
huantepec; and  if  he  was  going  to  sustain  Mr. 
Polk  in  vetoing  this  bill,  he  might  as  well  at  the 


same  time  prepare  for  one  other  little  voyage,  and 
that  was  up  Salt  river. 

Mr.  COBB  said  that  he  just  wanted  time  to  ex- 
plain that  he  had  voted  against  this  appropriation 
bill,  simply  because  it  contained  this  item  for  clear- 
ing out  Savannah  river. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  would  say  to  the  gentleman, 
that  he  had  better  take  some  time  if  he  was  going  to 
satisfy  his  constituents  for  voting  to  negative  the 
general  appropriation  bill  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment; and  more  particularly  if  he  hoped  to  justify 
it  from  the  fact  that  it  contained  an  appropriation 
for  removing  from  the  mouth  of  the  Savannah 
river  obstructions  which  had  been  placed  in  it  by 
this  Government. 

When  interrupted  by  the  gentleman  from  Ala- 
bama he  had  been  speaking,  he  believed,  about  the 
conscience  of  the  Executive;  of  a  man  who  had 
outraged  the  Constitution  in  every  conceivable 
form,  and  then  pleaded  his  constitutional  scruples 
whenever  any  money  was  to  be  applied  to  the  im- 
provement of  any  part  of  our  own  country. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bayly]  had 
reminded  him  that  Congress  had  permitted  the 
State  of  Georgia  to  levy  tonnage  duties  for  the 
improvement  of  Savannah  river.  No  doubt  it  had. 
That  act,  however,  Mr.  S.  believed,  became  obso- 
lete by  its  own  limitation  twenty  years  ago.  But 
Mr.  G.,  as  a  Georgian,  was  opposed  to  Georgia's 
doingany  such  thing.  Why  should  Georgia  tax  the 
commerce  of  one  of  her  cities  to  remove  obstruc- 
tions which  the  General  Government  had  sunk  at 
the  mouth  of  her  river  ? 

Mr.  BAYLY  inquired  whether  Georgia  had  not 
asked  permission  of  Congress  to  do  this? 

Mr.  STEPHENS  replied  that  she  had.  That 
Georgia  had  passed,  in  1787,  before  the  formation 
of  her  constitution,  an  act  laying  tonnage  duties 
for  this  purpose,  and  after  the  Constitution  was 
adopted  and  the  new  government  went  into  opera- 
tion, it  became  necessary  to  get  the  consent  of 
Congress,  which  was  given,  but  which  was  now 
obsolete  by  its  own  limitation.  But  Mr.  S.  said 
he  was  opposed  to  the  policy  of  that  act. 

[Here  some  inquiries  passed  between  Mr.  COBB, 
of  Georgia,  and  his  colleague,  as  to  changes  in 
party  politics  within  their  State,  and  when  these 
changes  had  taken  place,  and  a  good-natured  hit 
or  two  v/as  given  which  the  reporter  did  not  quite 
comprehend.] 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  been  opposed  to  this  policy 
of  levying  tonnage  duties  by  State  authority. 
There  was  no  right,  no  justice  in  it,  that  the  com- 
merce of  the  people  of  Georgia  should  be  subjected 
to  taxation  for  the  removal'of  obstructions,  which 
not  the  hand  of  Nature,  but  the  hand  of  this  Gov- 
ernment had  placed  in  the  principal  river  of  the 
State.  The  presence  of  these  obstructions,  by 
lessening  the  depth  of  water  on  the  bar,  had  had 
an  injurious  effect  upon  the  commercial  prosper- 
ity of  the  city  of  Savannah.  Charleston,  her  rival, 
was  very  near,  having  a  decided  advantage  over 
her  in  point  of  capital.  And  what  had  given  her 
this  advantage?  These  very  obstructions  in  the 
Savannah  had  doubtless  contributed.  The  harbor 
at  Savannah  was  better  than  that  at  Charleston — 
the  depth  of  water  over  the  bar  was  greater.  Be- 
fore Government  sunk  these  obstacles  to  prevent 
the  entrance  of  a  hostile  fleet,  vessels  of  the  largest 
size  could  ride  safely  to  the  very  wharves  of  the 

city.  orr.T7 

[Here  explanations  passed  between  Mr.  STE- 
PHENS and  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina, 
as  to  the  soundings  on  their  respective  bars,  which 
created  some  merriment.] 

There  were  truths  so  self-evident  as  to  be  ad- 
mitted as  axioms,  because  no  reasoning  would 
strengthen  their  own  irresistible  impression,  and 
to  which  all  rational  minds  were  forced  to  give 
their  assent.  This  was  one.  Government  havin* 
blockaded  the  river  in  time  ofwar.  Government  had 
not  only  a  riijht  to  remove  the  obstructions  when 
they  were  no  longer  needed,  but  was  under  a  high 
moralobligationt'odoso.  IfGeorgiashould  remove 
these  obstructions  at  her  own  expense,  she  would 
have  a  riijht  to  demand  reimbursement  from  this 
Governnient.     Whosoever  blocks  up  a  highway 
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must  remove  the  obstacle,  or  have  it  done  at  his 
expense — nothing  clearer. 

Mr.  BURT  inquired  whetlier  any  examination 
had  been  made  into  the  nature  and  stale  of  these 
obstriiciion.<!,  and  any  rei^nrt  made  on  tlie  subject? 
Mr.  STEPHENS  replied  that  there  had. 
Mr.  BURT  inquired  at  what  time? 
Mr.  HUNT  made  an  explanation  in  reply,  and 
stated,  that  at  the  last  ses.^ion  an  estimate  for  the 
removal  of  these  obstructions  had  been  made  by 
the  Executive  thrniin;h  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  also  referred  to  the  fact,  and 
read  the  estimate,  for  "  removing  ob.structions  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Savannah  river,  and  for  a  naval 
anchorage  near  Fort  Pulaski,  $50,000."  He  had 
the  document  here  containing  the  recommendation 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  It  was  not 
expressly  mentioned  in  his  mcssnge,  but  it  was  in 
the  estimates  sent  by  him  to  the  House.  Under 
these  disadvantages,  arising  wholly  from  the  action 
of  Government,  it  was  not  ffiir  to  put  additional 
burdens  on  the  commerce  of  Savannah. 

Mr.  S.  would,  indeed,  ask  his  colleagues  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  how,  as  Georgians,  they 
could  reconcile  it  with  their  sense  of  duty  to  voce 
against  an  appropriation  for  removing  from  a  river 
of  Georgia  obstructions  which  the  Government 
had  placed  there  ?  As  to  tlie  constitutional  power, 
to  Mr.  S.  it  seemed  perfectly  useless  to  argue  so 
plain  a  question;  no  illustration  could  make  the 
point  plainer  nor  strotiger. 

And  now,  sir,  I  ask,  (said  Mr.  S.,)  is  this  House 
BO  degraded,  so  debased,  so  utterly  degenerate,  as 
to  withhold  this  right,  this  nothing  but  bare  justice, 
from  the  ]ieople  of  Georgia — and  not  only  them, 
but  the  people  of  upper  Alabama  and  Tennessee, 
and  still  more  distant  parts — barely  because  they 
fear  it  will  not  suit  (he  conscience  of  the  President 
to  allow  it?  This  House  has,  by  a  large  majority, 
declared  that  Congress  has  the  power  to  improve 
harbors,  to  afford  outlets  to  our  commerce;  but 
this  is  a  much  stronger  case:  it  barely  asks  that 
you  may  abate  your  own  nuisance.  And  can  it  he 
possible  that  men  will  shrink  from  this  high  duty 
from  nothing  but  subserviency  to  Executive  will? 
Has  the  House  of  Representatives  of  an  American 
Congress  sunk  so  low  as  to  become  nothing  but 
the  registers  of  Presidential  edicts?  Sir,  I  trust 
•we  shall  do  our  duty,  let  the  President  do  as  he  ■ 
may.  i 

For  one,  he  was  inclined  to  say,  with  the  gen-  j 
tleman   from    Massachusetts,   that   the  President  : 
would   not  veto   this  bill.     The  gentleman   from  j 
Virginia  [Mr.  Bayly]  was  of  opinion  that  he  Would.  ' 
Mr.  S.  could  not  believe  it.     If  he  did  mean  to  veto  i 
it,  Mr.  S.  wanted  him  to  avow  it.    He  did  not  want  ! 
Executive  threats  to  be  uttered  by  Representatives  j 
here,  unless  they  were  authorized.     If  the  Execu-  ! 
tive  was  indeed  prepared  to  take  such  a  step,  and  | 
this  was  the  platform  of  his  party,  that  the  wisljes  ' 
of  the  people  should  not  be  sufl'orcd   to  prevail, 
even  at  the  risk  of  stop|)ing  the  wheels  of  Govern- 
ment, it  was  full  time  tlie  American  peo)ile  sliould  \ 
know  it.     If  the  President  vetoed  the  bill,  he  hoped  ! 
the  country  would  then  know  what  this  veto  power  ] 
was.     He  trusted  there  would   be  no  quailing  on 
that  side  the  House.     He  hoped  the  House  would  \ 
array  itself  in  defence  of  this  feature  in  the  bill,  ! 
and  let  the  couiiiry  know  why  it  was  that  tlie  Pres- 
ident had  dared  to  slop  the  wheels  of  Government. 
Let  the  nation  know  whether  its  Government  was 
to  be  arrested,  and  the  pulilic  business  brought  to 
a  stand  still,  rather  than  have  the  Government  take 
from   the  mouth  of  an  American   river  obstacles 
which   the  Government   itself  had    placed  there! 
The  issue  had  been  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  McKay.]    Mr.  S.  was  pre- 
pared   to   meet  it,  and  to  go  before   the  country 
»ipon  it.     He  cared  not  if  every  Democrat  in  the 
House  opposed  the  bill;  he  was  ready  for  the  issue, 
and  would    meet   it   anywhere   and    everywhere, 
before  the  people  of  his  own  Suite,  and  before  the 
people  of  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  IVERSON  next  obtained  the  door.  He 
said  that  lie  iiad  not  intended  to  open  his  mouth 
on  this  8ui)ject,  nor  should  ho  have  done  so  but 
for  the  remarks  of  his  colleague  over  the  way 
[iVIr.  Stkpiikns.]  He  had  lieen  absent  during  a 
part  of  thai  gentleman's  remarks,  but  he  understood 
neliad  a.3sumed  that  all  his  colleagues  were  in  favor 
of  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment to  engage  in  works  of  internal  improvement. 
If  so,  he  was  most  cgreiriously  in  error. 

Mr.  .STEPHEi>fS  said  he  had  advanced  no  such 


position.  What  he  had  said  was,  that  he  had 
understood,  at  the  last  session,  they  were  all  ready 
to  have  voted  for  this  particular  measure,  and  that 
they  did  vote  for  it  whenever  it  had  been  proposed 
to  lie  inserted  as  an  amendment. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  said  that  his  colleague 
was  right  in  part,  and  wrong  in  part.  Some  of 
his  colleagues  had  voted,  Mr.  C.  himself  had,  to 
put  this  item  in  a  bill  before  the  House,  but  he 
voted  against  the  bill  after  the  clause  was  inserted. 

Mr.  IVERSON  resumed.  He  was  not  respon- 
sible for  any  other  gen  tleman;  he  could  not  answer 
as  to  what  had  or  had  not  been  done;  but,  for 
one,  he  did  not  believe  in  the  constitutional  power 
of  Congress  to  engas^e  in  a  system  of  internal  im- 
provements. Nor  did  Ije  believe  that  this  item  for 
clearing  out  Savannah  river  constituted  any  excep- 
tion. Whence  did  Congress  derive  such  a  power? 
He  was  not  goins:  to  enter  on  any  lengthy  argu- 
ment of  the  constitutional  question,  because  it  had 
already  been  so  fully  and  so  ably  discussed  in  the 
veto  message  of  Mr.  Polk,  that  if  any  man  was 
not  convinced  by  a  persual  of  that  document, 
neither  would  he  be  convinced  though  one  should 
rise  from  the  dead.  It  was  a  standing  monument 
of  the  wisdom  and  the  courage  of  the  President, 
and  would  carry  his  name  to  posterity  in  characters 
of  living  light,  long  after  those  of  his  puny  assail- 
ants were  lost  in  oblivion. 

Why  did  this  item  for  Savannah  river  form  an 
exception  to  the  general  rule  of  the  want  of  power? 
It  was  said  that  the  Government  had  put  these  ob- 
structions in  the  river,  and  therefore  the  Govern- 
ment was  bound  to  remove  them.  Was  that  true? 
Had  these  obstructions  been  placed  there  by  any 
act  of  Congress  or  of  the  Confederation?  Not  at 
all.  They  had  been  sunk  in  the  river  by  the  officers 
who  were  in  command  at  Savannah,  in  order  to 
stop  the  British  fleet  from  approaching  the  city. 
For  whose  benefit  had  this  been  done?  Clearly 
for  the  benefit  of  the  city  of  Savannah  and  the  peo- 
ple of  Georgia. 

Mr.  BURT  here  said  he  had  the  report  which 
had  been  made  on  this  wliole  subject,  antl  it  came  to 
this:  that  those  obstructions  had  been  puithereby 
the  Americans,  and  by  the  British  also. 

Mr.  IVERSON  said  he  had  not  been  aware  of 
that.  It  was  now  said  that  they  had  been  put  there 
after  the  British  got  possession  of  Savannah,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  French  fleet  from  coming  up. 
They  were  not  put  in  by  this  Government. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  a  portion  of  these  obstruc- 
tions had  been  placed  in  the  river  by  the  British  to 
prevent  the  French  fleet  from  coming  to  the  relief 
of  our  own  people  and  restoring  the  town  to  the 
possession  of  the  Americans.  Afterwards,  that 
portion  which  had  been  put  there  by  Americans 
had  been  so  placed  to  prevent  the  British  fleet  from 
getting  up  the  river.  The  main  point  Mr.  S.  in- 
sisted on  was,  that  these  obstructions,  which  now 
were  so  injurious  to  the  navigation  of  the  Savannah 
river,  had  been  put  there  for  the  protection  of  the 
city  of  Savannah  in  the  time  of  the  revolution. 

Mr.  IVERSON  then  said,  if  the  fact  was  so,  on 
whose  shoulders  then  rested  the  obligation  to  re- 
move them?  On  the  shoulders  of  those  for  whose 
benefit  they  had  been  placed  there.  Were  they 
put  in  the  river  for  the  benefit  and  protection  of 
the  people  of  the  United  Stales  ?  Not  at  all.  Geor- 
gia had  long  since  asked  permission  to  levy  tonnage 
duties  for  their  removal,  and  for  the  improvement 
of  her  rivers  and  harbors.  Would  his  colleague 
say  that  this  request  had  not  been  made  by  his 
party  ? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.  Had  his  colleague  said  that 
these  obstructions  to  the  eritrancc  of  a  foreign  fleet 
had  been  for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  Georgia,  and 
not  for  that  of  the  people  of  the  whole  Union  ? 

Mr.  IVERSON  said  he  had  not  maintained  that 
position.  The  firincipal  object  of  putting  them 
there  had  been  the  protection  of  Savannah  itself. 
The  Government  had  given  its  assent  that  tonnage 
duties  might  be  levied  by  the  Georgia  Legislature 
to  pay  for  clearing  out  the  river.  Who  had  asked 
for  that  assent?  His  colleague  had  said  that  it 
was  not  asked  by  the  party  to  which  he  belongeil. 
Mr.  I.  would  ask  to  what  party  his  colleague  did 
belong?  Who  had  been  his  political  progenitors? 
From  what  party  did  hesprins?  The  old  State- 
ri'.;hts  ]iarty  of  Georgia.  In  1833  that  party  had 
jiublished  to  the  world  a  declaration  of  its  princi- 
]i\v.H — a  practice  which  seeemed  to  have  gone  out 
of  use  nr)w,  in  certain  quarters.  One  of  those  prin- 
ciplet)  was  declared   to  be,  that  Congress  hud  no 


power  to  engage  in  works  of  internal  improvement. 
This  was  in  1833,  and  his  colleague  was  a  member 
of  that  party  whirh  made  the  declaration. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  that  in  1833  he  had  not 
been  a  member  of  any  party. 

Mr.  IVERSON  said  he  was  aware  that  the  gen- 
tleman was  not  grown  up  at  that  time. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  he  believed  that  the 
chiefs  and  sachems  and  headmen  of  that  parly 
were  now  leading  men  in  the  party  of  his  col- 
league. 

Mr.  IVERSON  said  the  gentleman  was  mis- 
taken. It  was  convenient  sometimes  to  plead  in- 
fancy. [A  laugh.]  The  two  parties  divided  in 
1832,  and  that  to  which  Mr.  I.  belonged  was  in 
fiwor  of  preserving  the  Union,  and  was  known  as 
the  Union  party.  The  parly  to  which  his  colleague 
belonged  was  against  it.  They  claimed,  then,  to  be 
strict  constructionists,  the  State-rights  party,  and 
Mr.  I.  had  acted  with  them  till  they  abandoned 
their  principles. 

Mr.  I.  here  went  into  a  discussion  of  Georgia 
parties  and  CTCorgia  politics,  in  which  much  local 
and  personal  reference  was  necessarily  involved, 
and  in  which  he  and  Mr.  Stephens  differed  at 
times  as  to  facts;  the  chief  dispute  seemed  to  be, 
which  of  the  two  parties  it  was  who  had  favored 
the  policy  of  applying  to  Congress  for  power  to 
levy  tonnage  duties,  and  to  which  of  the  pirties 
Mr.  Stephens  was  attached. 

Mr.  I.  said  his  colleague  might  have  been  too 
young  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  scenes  of  that 
period,  but  at  any  rate  he  belonged  to  the  party 
who  at  that  day  were  the  advocates  of  nullification. 
Would  the  gentleman  deny  that?  What  was  the 
foundation  of  the  nullification  party  in  Georgia, 
one  of  whom,  an  active  member,  now  represented 
the  first  Congressional  district  of  his  State  upon  this 
floor?  At  that  memorable  period,  the  |iarty  with 
which  his  colleague  now  acted  had  declared  they 
were  willing  to  rend  thisUnion  because  of  the  ado[>- 
tion  by  Congress  of  the  protective  principles  of  the 
tariflfof  1828.  The  same  party  in  1832  were  willing 
to  strangle  liberty  in  its  very  infancy  to  get  rid  of 
what  they  called  an  "odious,"  "unconstitution- 
al," "oppressive,"  protective  tariff.  Now,  where 
did  the  party  of  the  honorable  gentleman  stand? 
In  Georgia  they  were  the  open,  trucklingadvocates 
of  this  very  system,  following  at  the  tail  of  their 
Northern  manufacturing  allies.  Yes,  that  party 
had  abandoned  every  political  principle  which  had 
ever  divided  the  two  great  parties  of  this  country, 
and  to  which  they  had  formerly  been  so  much  at- 
tached. They  had  abandoned  their  position  on  the 
question  of  domestic  manufactures,  of  a  national 
bank,  of  internal  improvements,  and  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  Why, 
when  a  young  man, just  growing  into  political  life, 
he  had  had  the  honor  to  serve  in  the  Legislature 
of  his  native  Slate,  there  was  but  one  solitary  man 
belonging  to  what  was  called  the  State-rights  Nul- 
ification  party — the  Troup  party  of  that  day — and 
that  was  Abraham  H.  Chappell — who  voted  in 
favor  of  these  constitutional  powers  of  Congress. 
That  gentleman  had  always  held  ihe  constitutional 
powers  of  Congress  to  establish  a  national  bank, 
and  yet  he  was  allowed  to  remain  in  the  party 
which  was  the  progenitor  of  the  gentleman's  pres- 
ent party,  because  he  was  an  able  and  correct  man 
in  every  other  respect,  and  a  fine  fellow,  and  ihcy 
did  not  spew  him  out  of  their  mouth. 

The  party  to  which  his  colleague  belonged,  he 
repeated,  had  abandoned  every  principle  they  had 
formerly  advocated.  Now,  what  did  they  advo- 
cate? He  wanted  to  know  what  other  principle  they 
advocated  in  the  election  about  to  take  place  but 
that  great  new  principle  which  had  just  been  de- 
veloped, availabilUy?  What  principles  did  they 
expect  to  carry  into  the  administration  of  llus 
Government?  What  measures  and  what  policy 
was  to  be  adopted  by  General  Taylor  and  those 
who  snp[)ortcd  him?  Could  any  man  answer?  If 
any  man  had  answered  here,  he  had  not  the  pleas- 
ure to  hear  him.  No;  they  now  stood  on  altogether 
a  difl!"erent  platform.  Formerly,  they  had  stood 
lilio  men  on  the  platform  of  principles.  Now,lil(o 
children,  they  stood  on  the  platform  of  no  princi- 
ples. He  left  to  his  colleague  and  his  associates 
to  show  their  consistency  and  sincerity  in  this 
matter. 

But,  in  relation  to  the  question  before  the  House, 
this  bill  had  been  lost  by  the  vote  of  a  decided  ma- 
jority on  this  floor;  and  for  what  reason  ?  Because 
an  appropriation  for  clearing  out  the  Savannaii 
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river  had  been  incorporated  into  it  contrary  to 
every  principle  and  practice  of  this  House.  Tlie 
cliairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
had  risen  in  his  place,  and  declared  that  this  side 
of  the  House  was  to  be  responsible  for  tlie  loss  of 
this  important  measure  of  the  Government,  and  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks  had  taken  occasion  to 
say  that  he  was  not  only  in  favor  of  this  appropri- 
ation, but  he  was  anxious  that  an  appropriation 
for  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers  should  have 
also  been  introduced  into  the  bill.  Now,  if  he  had 
not  greatly  misunderstood  him  at  the  first  part  of 
this  session,  this  same  gentleman,  when  the  veto 
message  of  the  President  upon  the  harbor  and  river 
bill  had  been  read  in  this  House,  had  risen  in  his 
place  and  declared  that  it  never  was  the  policy  of 
the  friends  of  internal  improvements  to  appropriate 
any  money  but  surplus  money  towards  these 
works. 

Mr.  VINTON  explained  that  he  had  spoken  in 
reference  to  what  was  said  in  that  message,  that  a 
most  extravagant  system,  which  would  have  in- 
volved the  Government  in  debt  hundreds  of  mil- 
lions, had  l)een  arrested  by  a  former  Executive. 
He  had  said  that  was  a  mistake;  that  instead  of 
the  Whigs  of  that  day  having  in  view  any  such 
policy,  t1iey  had  never  at  any  time  recommended 
any  appropriations  that  made  it  necessary  to  bor- 
row a  dollar,  but  that  the  appropriations  recom- 
mended by  his  party  at  the  time  spoken  of  in  the 
President's  message  would  have  been  paid  out  of 
the  surplus  money,  and  that  it  was  the  usage  at 
that  time  to  inquire  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury what  the  surplus  would  be  before  determining 
upon  the  appropriations  for  internal  improvements. 

Mr.  IVERSON  said  that  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman,  as  reported  in  the  National  Intelligencer, 
he  was  confident,  stated  that  the  party  to  which 
the  gentleman  belonged  was  in  favor  of  internal 
improvements  when  we  had  a  surplus  in  the  trpas- 
ury,  and  opposed  to  borrowing  money  to  carry  on 
the  system.  We  had  had  to  borrow  money;  this 
Government  was  involved  in  debt;  where  was  the 
surplus  for  the  |50,000  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Savannah  river?  Where  was  the  surplus  which 
the  gentleman  would  appropriate  for  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Ohio  rivers.' 

Mr.  VINTON  offered  to  explain,  but  Mr.  I.  de- 
•clined  to  yield;  and 

Mr.  IVERSON  continued.  He  again  asked, 
where  was  the  principle  the  gentleman  had  laid 
down  at  the  first  of  the  session,  when  he  had  de- 
clared that  it  was  not  his  object  or  that  of  his 
party  to  appropriate  any  money  except  surplus 
money  to  carry  on  these  improvements?  Did  not 
the  gentleman  perceive  that  if  this  money  was  ta- 
ken out  of  the  treasury-,  it  would  leave  a  deficiency 
that  must  be  supplied  by  loans  or  some  other  way? 
He  left  it  with  the  gentleman  to  reconcile  the  gla- 
ring, palpable  inconsistency  which  his  argument 
then  and  his  course  now  involved. him  in. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  said 
that  this  was  not  a  general  system  of  internal  im- 
provements, but  only  an  item  by  itself,  isolated, 
and  therefore  not  in  violation  of  the  Democratic 
platform  laid  down  in  Baltimore.  He  had  thought 
the  gentleman  too  dignified  to  quibble  in  this  man- 
ner. Such  an  argument  was  unbecoming  any  man 
except  an  ordinary  second-rate  county  lawyer. 
Did  the  gentleman  suppose  that  the  peopk  were 
so  ignorant  and  stupid  as  that  such  an  argument 
could  be  stulfed  down  their  throats?  Who  did  not 
perceive  that  this  was  part  of  the  system  against 
which  the  Democratic  party  had  always  taken  their 
stand  ?  But  the  gentlemen,  as  skillful  doctors,  were 
di.sposed  to  give  it  to  them  in  broken  doses,  so 
that,  like  little  children,  they  might  gulp  it  down. 
They  were  not  only  attempting  to  force  this  bitter 
pill  down  the  throats  of  members  of  this  House 
who  had  constitutional  scruples,  but  to  compel  the 
President  to  swallow  it  also.  Let  him  tell  gentle- 
men that  the  President  of  the  United  States  had 
the  courage  and  firmness  to  veto  any  measure 
which  he  should  consider  transcending  the  grants 
of  the  Constitution.  We  had  the  highest  and 
strongest  assurance  and  guarantee,  that  if  this  bill 
was  presented  to  him  in  its  present  shape,  he  would 
veto  it,  and  he  would  do  right.  If  he  had  the 
courage  to  stand  up  in  vindication  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  his  country,  notwithstanding  the  threats 
that  had  been  thrown  out  on  this  floor,  he  would 
deserve  a  monument  (cre  percnnias — a  monument 
more  splendid  and  enduring  than  any  of  his  revi- 
Icrs  could  build  up  for  themselves.    He  expressed 


this  opinion  from  no  personal  intercourse,  but 
from  his  knowledge  of  the  Executive.  From  his 
confidence  in  his  firmness  and  integrity,  he  was 
fully  assured  that  if  this  bill  went  before  him  in  its 
present  shape  he  would  veto  it,  if  it  was  the  last 
hour  of  the  last  day  of  the  session,  even  thoug-h 
he  should  be  obligetl,  as  he  undoubtedly  would 
be,  to  call  Congress  together  by  proclamation. 

Mr.  HUDSON  remarked  that  the  gentleman 
had  said  he  had  the  highest  authority:  had  he  the 
President's  word? 

Mr.  IVERSON  replied  that  he  had  expressly 
stated  that  he  spoke  by  authority  of  the  President's 
character  and  past  conduct,  and  from  no  personal 
assurances  from  him.  He  had  already  declared 
that  the  Constitution  conferred  no  power  on  Con- 
gress to  appropriate  the  public  money  to  works  of 
internal  improvement.  Was  not  this  a  work  of 
internal  improvement  upon  which  they  proposed 
to  appropriate  money?  It  was.  Then,  could  the 
President,  in  consistency  with  his  former  declara- 
tions and  acts,  approve  it,  because,  forsooth,  it 
was  gilded  over  with  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ap- 
propriations? No;  he  would  be  recreant  to  those 
high  principles  which  had  heretofore  governed 
him;  he  would  be  recreant  to  the  principles  of 
honor,  of  truth,  firmness,  and  courage,  which  he 
had  heretofore  exhibited,  if  he  could  swallow  this 
bill  with  this  unconstitutional  appropriation  in  it. 
He  would  veto  it;  and  he  (Mr.  I.)  wanted  to  know 
upon  whose  shoulders  then  would  rest  the  respon- 
sibility of  having  clogged  the  wheels  of  this  Gov- 
ernment? Were  not  the  Whig  party  in  power  on 
this  floor?  Had  they  not  introduced  this  bill,  and 
carried  it  along,  through  its  successive  stages,  to 
the  present  point?  Was  it  not  in  their  power  to 
relieve  it  from  the  obnoxious  features  which  they 
had  placed  in  it,  and  thereby  made  it  so  odious  as 
to  be  voted  against  by  nearly  all  the  members  on 
one  side,  and  to  receive  the  condemnation  of  a  very 
large  part  of  the  other  side  of  this  House?  And 
yet  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  who  had  voted 
against  this  bill,  had  the  hardihood  to  stand  up 
and  say  that  the  Democratic  minority  of  this 
House  were  responsible  for  the  loss  of  this  bill! 
Oh,  shame,  shame,  where  is  thy  blush? 

He  wanted  to  know  on  what  principle  members 
on  the  other  side  voted  against  this  bill?  What 
were  their  reasons?  If  he  was  not  mistaken,  he 
had  heard  one  from  the  State  of  Ohio,  who  was  an 
advocate  of  this  doctrine  of  internal  improvements, 
[Mr.  ScHENCK,]  say  that  it  was  on  account  of  this 
item  for  the  Savannah  river.  How  could  the  gen- 
tleman be  opposed  to  it  on  that  ground? 

[Mr.  ScHENCK  replied  that  he  would  tell  the  gen- 
tleman when  he  got  the  floor.] 

On  what  principle,  (Mr.  I.  continued,)  and  with 
what  show  of  consistency,  could  gentlemen  say 
they  were  opposed  to  this  measure,  when  they  had 
formed  it  by  their  own  votes,  and  attempted  to 
foist  it  upon  those  who  had  constitutional  scruples, 
and  who  had  told  them,  time  and  again.  Strike  out 
these  unconstitutional  provisions,  and  we  will  go 
with  you  for  the  bill?  It  was  not  pretended  that  this 
appropriation  was  authorized  by  any  existinij  law, 
and  yet  it  had  been  forced  into  the  bill  in  defiance 
of  a  solemn  rule  which  the  majority  of  this  House 
had  themselves  adopted,  which  expressly  prohib- 
ited appropriations  not  authorized  by  law  from 
going  into  general  appropriation  bills.  In  the  in- 
troduction of  this  feature,  they  had  trampled  down 
alike  the  rules  of  the  House,  the  principles  of  equity 
and  justice,  and  the  Constitution.  All  these  were 
trampled  beneath  the  ruthless  foot  of  the  Whig 
party;  and  yet  they  stood  here  and  declared  that 
his  side  of  the  House  were  responsible  for  the  de- 
feat of  this  measure!  Was  it  not  known  to  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  that  a  bill  had  already 
j)assed  the  Senate  making  appropriations  for  this 
very  object,  and  was  now  before  this  House? 
Why  had  they  not  been  content  to  wait  till  that 
bill  came  up?  and  then,  if  the  President  vetoed  it, 
his  veto  would  be  exercised  on  that  solitary  item; 
whereas,  by  incorporating  it  into  the  civil  and  dip- 
lomatic bill,  they  jeoparded  this  whole  bill,  and 
forced  him  either  to  violate  his  sacred  oath,  or  to 
veto  the  whole  bill,  and  thus  stop  the  wheels  of 
Government. 

He  left  it  to  the  people  of  the  country,  to  those 
who  had  watched  the  whole  proceeding,  to  say 
whether  it  had  not  been  intentional  on  the  part  of 
the  majority  hete;  and  he  asked  them  in  candor  if 
this  was  fair  or  honorable  legislation?  No;  the 
object  was  apparent  to  every  man  who  had  com- 


mon sense.  This  item  had  been  introduced  into 
the  bill  as  a  solitary  item,  entirely  disconnected 
from  the  objects  of  the  bill.  The  system  which 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  intended  to  practise  on 
the  minority  and  on  the  President  was  apparent; 
instead  of  bringing  forward  a  bill  involving  the, 
simple  question  of  internal  improvements,  which 
would  test  the  constitutionality  of  such  appropria- 
tions,and  on  which  every  gentleman  could  vote  un- 
incumbered with  other  considerations,  they  slipped 
this  solitary  item  into  a  civil  appropriation  bill, 
and  in  this  way  stole  along  and  attempted  to  ac- 
complish their  object,  like  a  thief  in  the  dark.  He 
had  thought  the  great  Whig  party,  which  claimed 
all  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  country,  and 
which  certainly  had  the  larger  share  of  the  wealth, 
would  scorn  an  attempt  at  such  tricks  as  these. 
He  had  hoped  that  on  this  floor  at  least  the  great 
Whig  party,  through  its  representatives  in  Con- 
gress, was  disposed  to  act  a  manly  part,  and  pre- 
sent their  issues  in  the  broad  sunlight  of  day,  so 
that  every  man  could  act  understandingly  and  di- 
rectly upon  them;  but,  instead  of  this,  they  had 
forced  in  this  unconstitutional  item,  and  attempted 
to  gild  it  over  by  these  necessary  appropriations, 
and  compel  gentlemen  to  vote  fur  the  whole  bill; 
thus  violating  their  constitutional  scruples,  or  to 
refuse  the  necessary  appropriations  for  carrying 
on  the  Government.     Was  this  fair  legislation? 

It  was  something  like  the  condition  which  the 
Whig  party  of  the  present  day  presented  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Presidential  election.  In  one  portion 
of  the  Union  they  declared  that  their  candidate 
was  in  favor  of  one  principle,  and  in  the  other 
portion  they  declared  he  was  directly  opposed  to 
it.  At  the  South,  they  said  that  because  General 
Taylor  was  identified  with  the  interests  of  the 
South,  because  he  had  been  born  and  raised  under 
a  southern  sun,  and  was  the  owner  of  negro  slaves, 
therefore  they  were  willing  to  trust  him,  and  he 
would  veto  any  bill  which  contained  the  Wilmot 
proviso;  while  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
and  others  throughout  the  whole  length  and  breadth 
of  the  northern  States,  declared  that,  if  elec'ed 
President,  he  would  not  veto  a  bill  with  the  Wil- 
mot proviso.  What  principles  did  they  advocate 
in  the  election  of  General  Taylor?  Any  principles 
at  all  ?  No.  They  had  abandoned  their  princi- 
ples when  they  had  abandoned  the  great  "em- 
bodiment," the  great  leader  of  Whig  principles; 
and  now,  like  a  party  of  craven  cowards,  instead 
of  coming  out  manfully,  alarmed  at  the  public 
scrutiny  which  wquld  take  place,  they  skulked 
behind  the  back  of  a  great  man,  and,  like  little 
children,  attempted  to  steal  into  power  under  the 
great  tail  of  his  military  coat!  The  attempt  to 
iiicorpoiate  this  unconstitutional  provision  into 
tills  necessary  bill,  was  but  another  instance  of 
that  trickery  of  which  the  Whig  party  throughout 
the  Union  was  becoming  so  extensive  a  player. 
They  had  played  off' with  success  their  great  game 
of"  hard  cider,"  "  log  cabins,"  and  "coon  skins," 
in  1840,  and  now,  attempting  to  repeat  it,  they  had 
abandoned  their  old  leader,  and  adopted  General 
Jlvaildbilily,  from  a  belief  that  he  would  be  able  to 
infuse  a  little  life  into  the  prostrate  body  and  dying 
carcass  of  Whiggery.  In  what  a  humiliating  posi- 
tion did  the  Whig  party  of  the  present  day  stand 
before  the  American  people!  It  had  been  acknowl- 
edged, in  a  letter  from  the  presiding  officer  of  this 
body,  addressed  to  his  Whig  associates  in  Boston, 
that  General  Taylor  was  the  only  Whig  that  could 
be  elected.  Was  it  true?  Where  was  Henry 
Clay? 

The  SPEAKER  corrected  the  gentleman,  and 
said  he  had  written  no  letter  to  Boston,  but  to 
New  York,  and  had  not  expressed  the  sentiment 
imputed  by  the  gentleman,  but  had  said  that  the 
Whig  party  was  now  placed  with  two  nominees 
before  them,  and  that  they  must  elect  the  one  or 
the  other. 

Mr.  IVERSON  had  so  understood  the  letter  of 
the  presiding  oflicer;  but  if  he  hud  not  expressed 
such  sentiments,  others  of  his  party  had;  and  at 
Philadelphia  it  had  been  urged  as  the  only  reason 
v/hy  General  Tnylor  should  receive  the  Whig 
nomination.  Where,  he  repeated,  was  Henry 
Clay?     Where  was   that  long   list   of  illustrious 

names men  who   had   stamped  the  principles  of 

the  Whi^  party  in  broad  characters  on  the  pages 
of  Amcriraii  history?  Had  it  come  to  this,  that 
they  publicly  acknowledged  no  respectable  man 
professing  the  principles  of  Whiggery  could  be 
elected, and  that  they  must  take  a,  man  because  he 
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had  no  principles?  Where  was  Henry  Cky— 
the  Kallant-spiriteJ,  the  noble-hearted  [murmurs 
of  dTsserU  on  the  Deniocralic  side]  leader  of  the 
Whi?  armies  in  the  hard-fought  fields  of  political 
struggle?  Where  was  he?  He  had  been  ungrate- 
fully cast  off,  like  a  broken-down,  worn-out  horse, 
turned  out  on  the  common  to  die — to  make  room 
for  a  military  officer  who,  they  hoped,  by  his  per- 
sonal popularity,  might  be  enabled  to  cover  over 
their  disgrace.  Well  might  he  say,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Cardinal  Wolsey,  Had  I  but  served 
my  country  with  half  the  zeal  I  served  my  pm-ty, 
1  had  not  in  my  age  been  left  thus  naked  to  mine 
enemies.  Let  this  evidence  of  Whig  consistency. 
Whig  gratitude,  be  a  warning  to  all  the  rising 
Whiglings  whatthey  may  expect  for  long  consistent 
party  service! 

Mr.  SiVIlTH,  of  Indiana,  then  got  the  floor,  and 
yielded  to  a  motion  for  adjournment. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  under  therule  and 
referred : 

By  Mr.  TUCK:  The  petition  of  Jeremiah  Eames  and  34 
other!:,  for  the  extaljlishinent  of  a  mail  route. 

By  Mr.  ATKINSON:  Tlie  petitionof  John  C.  P.Edwards, 
of  Portsinonth,  Virijinia,  asking  tlie  passage  of  an  act  lo  au- 
thorize him  to  sue  the  United  States  lor  damages. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  July  20,  1848. 

Mr.  BADGER  presented  a  memorial  from  cer- 
tain citizens  of  North  Carolina,  asking  for  the 
establishment  of  a  certain  mail  route;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

REPORTS  FROM   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elias  A. 
Conway,  assignee  of  William  Barnett;  which  was 
read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  B.  also,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a 
report,  recommending  that  the  Senate  concur  in 
the  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  bill  to  revive 
an  act  authorizing  certain  soldiers  in  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain  to  surrender  the  bounty  lands 
drawn  by  them,  and  to  locale  olliers  in  lieu  there- 
of; which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  House  bill  to  admit  certain  articles  of  the 
growth  or  production  of  Canada  into  the  United 
States  free  of  duty,  upon  the  condition  that  the 
like  articles  of  the  growth  or  production  of  the 
United  States  are  admitted  into  Canada  free  of 
duty,  with  certain  amendments  merely  verbal. 

Mr.  D.  asked  the  immediate  consideration  of 
the  bill;  but,  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of 
Massachusetts,  it  was  laid  over  for  examination. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOE)  submitted  the  following: 

Raolved,  That  the  followina:  shall  he  an  additional  rule 
for  the  government  of  the  Senate,  to  wit :  Aftersix  days  from 
the  commencementof  asecondor  subseqiientsession  of  any 
Congress,  all  bills,  resohitions,  and  reports,  which  originated 
in  the  Senate  at  the  close  of  the  next  preceding  session  re- 
maining iindt-termined,  shall  he  resumed  and  acted  on  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  an  adjourniTient  had  not  taken  place. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  naval  appro- 
priation bill;  the  amendment  pending  being  that  of 
Mr.  Nii.F.s,  to  withhold  the  advances  authorized 
by  the  bill  to  the  contractors  for  the  mail  by  ocean 
Steam  navigation,  and  to  limit  the  contract  to  five 
years. 

Mr.  NILES  said  that  it  had  been  represented 
that  thecontractors  were  building  vessels  of  a  larger 
size  than  was  originally  contemplated.  If  so,  it 
was  a  voluntary  act  on  their  part,  and  merited 
no  peculiar  privilege.  He  repeated  iiis  objection 
to  paying  money  in  advance,  without  any  security. 
The  contract  stipulated  for  quarterly  payment.s  as 
the  service  is  performed.  He  al.so  ticfcnded  his 
proviso  limiting  the  contract  lo  five  years. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  thai  ihe  conirnct  having 
been  entered  into  by  the  Government,  it  was  only 
for  the  committee  lo  carry  it  out.  He  also  read  a 
letter  from  the  department  advising  the  cominiitee 
to  authorize  the  advances  lo  ihe  contractor,  and 
stating  that  it  could  be  done  with  perfect  security. 
He  referred  to  the  law  of  Congress  requiring  the 
Department  to  accept  the  contract  with  Collin.s  & 
Sloo  and  others,  for  the  establishment  of  these  mail 


lines,  for  the  term  of  ten  years.  After  this,  he 
deemed  it  very  unjust  to  the  contractors  to  reduce 
the  duration  of  the  contract  to  five  years.  The 
contracts  were  made  with  reference  to  an  entire 
system,  and  to  make  any  change  in  a  portion  of 
the  line  would  be  lo  interfere  injuriously  with  the 
whole  system.  He  went  into  a  history  of  the  pro- 
ceedings which  took  place  in  bringing  the  negotia- 
tions for  the  establishment  of  these  lines  to  a  ter- 
mination,stating  the  various  characters  of  the  ofters 
for  the  contract,  and  the  difficulties  which  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  had  to  contend  with.  He  con- 
tended that  the  contract  for  the  line  from  Panama 
to  Astoria  was  the  most  favorable  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  all  which  had  been  made,  being  about 
$66,000  per  annum  for  each  ship.  He  trusted  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  would 
not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ALLEN  having  asked  what  was  tlie  annual 
expense  of  all  these  lines — 

Mr.  NILES  replied  that  itwasabout  $1,750,000. 
In  reply  to  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire,  he 
stated  that  he  did  not  propose  to  vary  the  terms  of 
the  contract,  but  merely  to  limit  the  term.  It  was 
said  that  to  interfere  with  the  term,  would  be  a  vio- 
lation of  the  law,  but  if  any  new  favor  was  asked 
for  by  the  contractors,  the  law  could  not  be  permit- 
led  lo  stand  in  the  way.  He  insisted  on  keeping 
the  contractors  to  the  letter  of  the  contract,  and  not 
lo  advance  ihem  the  capital  to  enable  ihem  to  carry 
their  contract  into  operation.  When  the  contract- 
ors made  the  contract,  they  knew  the  extent  of  the 
duly. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  desired  some  information 
as  lo  what  the  Government  expected  to  receive  by 
way  of  compensation. 

Mr.  NILES  said,  that  as  to  the  Bremen  line,  the 
Government  would  only  receive  the  postage.  In 
some  of  the  lines,  he  believed,  there  was  to  be  some 
facilities  given  for  conveyance  of  public  stores. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said  that  when  this  system  was 
introduced,  he  opposed  it  both  on  the  ground  of  its 
unconsiilutionality  and  its  inexpediency.  At  thai 
lime,  the  friends  of  the  system  refused  to  consider 
it  as  a  system,  and  referred  to  the  great  profits  ac- 
cruing to  the  British  Government  from  the  Cunard 
lines.  It  was  also  argued,  that  the  United  Stales 
navy  would  be  brought  to  a  higher  state  of  efficiency 
by  the  introduction  of  these  mail  steamers,  which 
might  be  indirectly  made  the  means  of  augmenting 
our  naval  power.  He  was  aware  thai  nothing  he 
could  say  would  avail  to  break  down  the  system. 
But  he  desired  lo  fi.K  the  atteniion  of  tlie  country 
on  the  subject.  He  contended  that  the  introduction 
of  this  system  was  repugnant  lo  the  Conslilution. 
The  transmission  of  the  mails  and  the  regulation 
of  commerce  did  not  give  the  power.  He  denied 
that  the  former  gave  authority  lo  send  mails  lo 
every  pari  of  the  world;  and  under  the  latter  there 
was  no  more  authority  lo  transport  pieces  of  paper 
called  letters  than  lo  convey  bacon  and  flonr.  This 
system,  which  commenced  in  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, has  gradually  slided  into  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  is  now  connected  wiih  our  mili- 
tary system.  He  contended  that  the  system  origi- 
nated in  the  British  system  of  innovations,  and 
took  a  view  of  the  reasons  which  governed  the 
policy  of  Great  Britain  in  increasing  her  navy — 
reasons  which  operated  with  less  strength  on  us. 
Occupying,  herself,butasmall  territory, yetstretch- 
ing  her  power  over  sixty  colonies,  and  an  almost 
unbounded  territory  in  all  parts  of  the  earth,  it  was 
the  conservaliveness  of  wisdom  in  her  lo  maintain 
u  large  naval  armament,  not  for  the  paltry  profits 
arising  from  the  postage  of  a  few  letters,  but  lo 
protect  her  colonies  from  being  grasped  and  lorn 
from  her  by  commercial  and  political  rivals.  He 
considered  the  present  as  a  most  inauspicious  mo- 
ment for  carrying  out  this  system.  We  have  just 
emerged  from  a  war  which,  although  it  has  left 
our  mercantile  credit  ttnimpaircd,  has  involved  us 
in  some  amount  of  debt.  We  have  acquired  a  great 
accession  of  territory,  extending  lo  the  Pacific;  we 
are  obliged  to  establish  post  offices  through  the  vast 
interior  to  the  ulmwst  limit,  and  this  has  greatly 
increased  the  expenses  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment. In  this  slate  of  things,  it  would  be  unwi.se 
to  add  still  more  to  this  expenditure  by  transmitting 
our  mails  lo  every  nation  in  the  world. 

He  adverted  lo  the  modes  adopted  by  scheming 
speculntors  lo  get  money  from  the  public  trea.«ury 
by  operating  on  legislative  bodies.  It  is  thus  that 
coniracis  are  obtained,  by  which  large  fortunes  are 
made.     It  is  a  process  which  costs  the  applicant 


nothing.  If  he  fails,  he  loses  nothing;  if  he  suc- 
ceeds, he  realizes  his  hundreds  of  thousar>ds.  He 
intimated  that  by  some  such  process  the  contracts 
now  under  consideration  had  been  made.  He 
would  not  consent  to  the  Government  going  in5o 
the  business  of  transporting  letters  from  ilie  United 
States  to  every  part  of  the  world.  If  an  augment- 
ation of  tlie  navy  was  the  object  of  this  system, 
he  would  prefer  that  a  direct  demand  should  be 
made  for  that  purpose,  and  thai  it  should  not  be 
sought  for  in  this  indirect  mode.  We  have  no 
younger  sons  of  nobility  to  pension  on  our  navy. 
We  have  neither  the  foreign  nor  the  domestic  rea- 
sons which  England  has  for  augmenting  our  navy. 
Instead  of  spending  millions  on  foreign  post  offices, 
let  us  expend  ihern  on  our  own  post  offices.  He 
deprecated  every  expenditure  useless  in  itself,  the 
tendency  of  which  must  be  lo  increerse  our  public 
debt. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  said  he  had  some  agency  in 
getting  up  this  system  at  the  other  end  of  the  build- 
ing, and  this  rendered  it  necessary  for  him  lo  make 
some  reply  lo  the  Senator  from  Ohio  who  seemed 
to  have  shown  to  his  own  satisfaction  that  the  sys- 
tem was  a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  He  pro- 
ceeded to  show  that  there  were  no  grounds  or» 
which  the  objections  could  be  sustained,  and  to  dis- 
close the  views  by  which  he  was  infiuenced  in  his 
support  of  the  system.  When  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  deprecated  this  mode  of  increasing  the  navy, 
and  declared  his  preference  for  the  old  mode,  and 
when  he  seemed  lo  be  convulsed  to  agony  at  the 
sound  of  the  word  contract,  had  he  forgotten  that 
under  the  old  system  our  ships  were  built  by  con- 
tract, and  these  walls  were  beset  by  persons  wait- 
ing lo  secure  fat  jobs?  He  could  not  follow  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  in  his  aversion  to  do  anything, 
however  good,  for  no  belter  reason  than  thaiGreaS 
Britain  had  done  it  before.  Were  we  nol  lo  speak 
the  English  language,  because  Great  Britain  does — 
nol  to  sustain  the  same  commercial  policy — not  to 
practise  the  same  religion?  He  would  not  consent 
that  we  should  stand  still  and  see  the  British  naval 
power  spreading  over  the  ocean,  entering  all  ports, 
and  circling  our  own  country  like  a  net-work. 
The  great  struggle  between  Great  Britain  and  us 
is  for  the  mastery  of  the  ocean — to  determine 
which  is  the  greatest  commercial  power.  It  is 
already  demonstrated — settled — that  we  can  beat 
all  the  world  in  this  hemisphere,  should  the  world 
assail  us  here:  it  is  only  necessary  now  to  see 
which  shall  obtain  the  sovereignty  of  the  ocean. 
He  regarded  this  system  as  part  of  the  process  by 
which  we  can  augment  our  navy,  and  place  it  in  a 
condition  adequate  lo  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce, and  the  defence  of  our  honor,  on  every  sea. 
He  spoke  of  the  advantages  of  steam  power  over 
the  sail  system  of  navigation.  The  change  ren- 
dered it  necessary  thai  our  old  officers  should  be 
newly  educated,  to  make  them  familiar  with  the 
march  of  science.  He  reminded  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  who  warned  us  against  creating  an  English 
debt  by  following  English  policy,  that  the  intro- 
duction of  this  system  in  England  had  not  pro- 
duced a  dollar  of  deljt  to  her.  Nor  was  it  intended 
that  here  il  was  either  lo  be  the  means  of  making 
money  for  the  Government,  or  of  plunging  the 
country  in  debt.  It  was  our  true  policy,  by  adopt- 
ing this  system,  to  break  np  the  monopoly  which 
England  has  obtained.  If  we  are  lo  sit  still,  with 
our  arms  folded,  and  see  England,  with  her  two 
hundred  steam-vessels  covering  the  ocean,  what  is 

10  become  of  our  two  hundred  whale-ships  in  the 
Pacific — of  our  sixty  thousand  citizens  employed 
in  those  fisheries — of  the  twenty  millions  of  capital 
involved  in  the  business?  What  becomes  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio's  idea  of  progress  and  desiiny? 
As  he  had  taken  pari  in  the  introduction  of  the 
system,  he  fell  himself  compelled  lo  demand  that 
il  should  be  subjected  to  a  fair  trial.  Should  it 
fail,  he  would  be  ready  to  retract  what  he  had  said 
in  its  favor. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  that  although  opposed 
to  the  system  itself,  he  should  vote  in  favor  of  car- 
rying oiil  the  contract  which  had  been  made. 

Mr.  BENTON  made  some  remarks,  which  were 
entirely  inaudible. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  was  dis- 
posed to  carry  out  the  contract,  although  it  might 
now  be  made  on  more  favorable  terms.  The  con- 
tract was  fair  and  liberal  in  its  terms;  but  he  would 
be  indispo.sed  to  vole  for  the  advances  of  money. 

11  would  be  sudicienl  if  we  paid  the  money  accord- 
ing to  the  slipulalions  of  the  contract. 
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Mr.  UNDERWOOD  expressed  his  intention  to 
vote  for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HALE  said,  this  was  the  only  appropria- 
tion out  of  wliich  any  good  could  possibly  come. 
To  keep  up  the  ship-of-the-iine  Pennsylvania  in 
ordinary — a  ship  which  had  never  crossed  the 
ocean,  which  had  done  no  good  to  anybody — to 
keep  her  still  cost  ^225,000  per  annum;  about  one- 
third  of  the  whole  amount  asked  for  these  steam- 
ships. As  this  system  has  received  the  sanction 
of  Congress  and  of  the  department,  he  hoped  it 
would  be  carried  out. 

Mr.  NILES  explained  his  amendment,  which 
he  thought  was  not  generally  understood. 

Mr.  YULEE  was  in  favor  of  striking  out  the 
provision  making  advances  to  the  contractors,  but 
was  against  the  abridgment  of  the  term  from  ten 
to  five  years. 

Mr.  CL.IYTON  defended  the  appropriation  for 
th^  steamers. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  spoke  against  the  advances 
■of  money. 

Mr.  DIX  expressed  his  intention  to  sustain  the 
amendment. 

Messrs.  CLARKE,  WESTCOTT,  and  DICK- 
INSON, opposed  the  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  NILES,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Baldwin,  Borland,  Bradbury,  But- 
ler, Calhoun,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massac Imsetts,  Dix,  Downs, 
Felcli,  Hamlin,  Jolinson  of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  Met- 
calfe, Niles:,  Pcaree,  Plielps,  Sebastian,  Turney,  Underwood, 
Uphani,  Walker,  and  Yuleo— 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Atherton,  Baiiger,  Benton, 
Berrien,  Breese,  Bright,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Dayton,  Dickinson, 
Douglas,  Fitzgerald,  Foote,  Greene,  Hale,  Hannegan,  Hous- 
ton, Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Mangum,  Mason,  Miller,  Spru- 
ance,  and  Westcott — 24. 

Mr.  LEWIS  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote,  and  the  bill  was  then  informally  passed  over. 

Mr.  CLAYTONstated  yesterday  that  he  should 
to-day  call  up  the  bill  for  the  organization  of  Ter- 
ritorial Governments  in  Oregon,  New  Mexico,  and 
California,  and  the  reason  why  he  had  not  done 
so  was,  that  it  was  not  printed  as  early  as  he  had 
«xpected,  and  hence  Senators  had  not  time  to  ex- 
amine its  details.  It  was  now  on  their  tables, 
however,  and  lie  gave  notice  that  he  would  call  it 
up  to-morrow  at  12  o'clock,  and  press  its  consider- 
ation from  that  time  until  finally  disposed  of. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution offered  by  him  yesterday,  calling  oh  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  a  report  of  the  punish- 
ments inflicted  in  United  Stales  vessels  of  war; 
but  the  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  Executive  business;  and,  after  some  time  spent 
therein,  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  July  21,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  th€  question  pend- 
ing was  on  reconsidering  the  vote  by  which  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  private  calendar.     Lost. 

Mr.  DARLING,  by  leave,  presented  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin  relative  to  a  change 
of  the  grant  made  in  the  act  of  August  6,  1846,  of 
all  salt  springs  in  said  State,  not  exceeding  twelve 
in  number,  and  relative  to  the  military  reserve  at 
Fort  Winnebago.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Also,  a  resolution  instructing  their  Senators  and 
requesting  their  Representatives  to  use  their  efforts 
for  the  prohibition  of  slavery  in  any  new  territory 
already  acquired,  or  hereafter  to  be  acquired,  in 
which  slavery  does  not  now  exist,  except  for  crime, 
whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CABELL  asked  that  by  general  consent 
the  bills  from  the  Senate  lying  on  the  Speaker's 
table  be  taken  up  and  referred  to  appropriate  com- 
mittees.    Objections  being  made — 

APPROPRIATION  FOR  SAVANNAH  RIVER. 

The  debate  was  resumed  on  the  question  of  re- 
considering the  vote  by  which  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic appropriation  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SMri'H,  of  Indiana,  commenced  by  stating 


that  the  position  in  which  the  House  was  placed 
on  the  bill  under  consideration  was  somewhat  pe- 
culiar. He  supposed  it  was  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  this  country  that  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
bill,  by  which  provision  was  made  for  the  service 
of  the  Government,  had  been  defeated  in  this 
House.  Every  one  understood  that  this  bill  was 
indispensable  to  the  Government.  Every  one  knew 
that  the  bill  must  be  passed;  and  he  presumed  it 
would  be  passed.  Its  defeat  yesterday  was  owing 
to  particular  circumstances,  which  he  would  notice, 
it  was  true,  some  gentlemen  on  that  side  of  the 
House  did  vote  against  the  bill  who  were  not  op- 
posed to  it,  and  it  was  because  they  saw  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  a  disposition  to  vote  against 
the  bill,  and  throw  whatever  responsibility  there 
might  be  in  its  passage  on  Whig  members.  Gen- 
tlemen on  that  side  of  the  House,  seeing  this  dispo- 
sition manifested  on  the  other  side  to  vote  against 
a  bill  necessary  to  carry  on  the  ordinary  operations 
of  the  Government,  concluded,  if  they  were  not 
willing  to  vote  the  supplies  necessary  for  an  Ad- 
ministration of  their  own  choice,  they  would  allow 
them  to  have  their  own  way.  They  were  willing 
to  see  whether  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  would 
carry  their  opposition  to  necessary  appropriations 
so  far  as  to  stop  the  wheels  of  Government. 

Many  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
had  beenin  thehabitofvolingagainstall  appropria- 
tion bills;  and  the  course  of  those  gentlemen  re- 
minded him  of  an  old  man  of  his  own  State  who, 
for  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  was  a  member  of  the 
State  Legislature.  He  was  a  man  of  no  particular 
note,  he  had  no  shining  qualities  or  eminent  abili- 
ties, and  yet  he  was  invincible.  He  was  known 
all  over  the  State  as  a  very  shrewd  and  cunning 
"  tracker,"  and  had  never  been  defeated.  The 
old  man,  when  asked  the  secret  of  his  success,  had 
replied,  it  was  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that  he  never 
voted  for  one  cent  of  tax  on  the  people,  and  he 
never  voted  for  an  appropriation  bill.  He  said  he 
knew  the  tax  bills  and  general  appropriation  bills 
had  to  pass,  and  that  they  would  pass,  and  he 
voted  against  them  without  risk  of  injury  to  the 
Government.  But  when  they  were  passed,  he 
went  on  the  stump  and  arraigned  those  who  voted 
for  them  as  men  who  profligately  voted  away  the 
public  money,  and  imposed  burdens  and  taxes  on 
the  people.  Now,  it  might  be  supposed  that  some 
gentlemen  on  this  floor  were  actuated  by  the  same 
motive,  and  endeavored  to  retain  popularity  by  the 
same  means.  On  looking  at  the  yeas  and  nays 
taken  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  he  found 
forty-one  votes  recorded  against  it,  of  which  thirty- 
four  were  Democratic  votes.  It  was  the  ordinary 
appropriation  bill,  making  the  necessary  appropri- 
ations for  the  support  of  the  department;  and  why, 
therefore,  were  these  Democratic  votes  recorded 
against  it.'  Why  were  members  of  that  party  de- 
sirous to  stop  the  operations  of  the  Government.' 

But  again;  he  found  on  the  passage  of  the  forti- 
fication bill,  which  contained  no  unusual  appro- 
priations, nothing  which  could  excite  constitutional 
alarm,  that  there  were  sixty-one  votes  recorded 
against  it,  and  of  these  fifty-nine  were  Democratic 
votes,  only  two  being  Whigs.  They  saw  the 
same  side  of  the  House  pursuing  the  same  course 
on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill;  and  some  of  his 
friends  thought  they  would  see  how  far  their  op- 
position would  carry  them,  and  they  therefore 
voted  with  the  other  side,  and  the  bill  was  de- 
feated. Great  complaint  had  been  made  because 
some  gentlemen  voted  in  favor  of  striking  out  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  the  appropriation  for  the 
Savannah  river,  and  afterwards  voted  against  con- 
curring in  that  amendment  in  the  House.  Those 
who  made  this  objection  knew  it  was  not  only 
common,  but  strictly  parliamentary,  that  gentle- 
men voted  one  way  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  another  way  in  the  House.  It  was  thus  that 
parties  were  sometimes  tested,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Michigan  must  well  know.  It  was  only  by 
striking  out  of  a  bill  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
any  clause  to  which  there  might  be  objections  that 
the  votes  of  members  upon  that  clause  could  be 
entered  on  the  Journal.  Those  wiio  favored  the 
appropriation  complained  of,  had  no  desire  to  shrink 
from  any  responsibility.  They  desired  an  oppor- 
lutiity  of  recording  their  names  on  the  Journal  on 
the  questions  here  involved;  and  yet  it  was  charged 
as  extraordinary  that  they  should  adopt  the  only 
course  by  which  that  object  could  beellected.  The 
House  had  been  assured  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  McKay]  that,  if  they  would 


consent  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  there  strike 
out  the  item  of  $50,000  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Savannah  river,  every  gentleman  on  his  [Mr. 
McKay's]  side  of  the  House  would  vote  for  the 
bill.  The  controversy  in  regard  to  the  bill  was 
then  narrowed  down  to  that  point,  and  gentlemen 
had  taken  the  ground  that  this  indispensable  bill 
should  be  defeated,  and  the  operations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment suspended,  rather  than  this  small  appro- 
priation should  he  made. 

Mr.  SAWYER  assured  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana that  he  would  not  vote  for  the  bill  unless  a 
great  deal  more  was  stricken  out  from  that  itetn. 

Mr.  SMITH  was  merely  repeating  what  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolma  told  them.  That 
gentleman  said,  if  this  item  were  stricken  out  they 
would  pass  the  bill,  although  it  appropriated  four 
or  five  millions  of  dollars.  The  only  objectionable 
item,  then,  was  that  of  §50,000,  and' they  were 
brought  in  consequence  to  consider  the  question 
whether  this  House  should  strike  out  that  item,  or 
persist  on  the  bill  as  it  is.  He  would  say  one 
word  in  relation  to  that  appropriation.  The  Sa- 
vannah river  was  the  navigable  communication 
with  Savannah,  the  commercial  metropolis  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  one  of  the  most  important  cities 
on  the  southern  Atlantic  seacoast.  The  naviga- 
tion of  that  river  was  the  means  of  much  of  the 
prosperity  of  that  portion  of  the  State,  and  it  was 
proper  that  they  should  have  needful  facilities  of 
communication.  For  want  thereof,  much  com- 
merce had  been  diverted  to  other  points,  to  the 
great  injury  of  the  patriotic  citizens  of  Georgia. 
And  what  was  the  obstruction?  Why,  it  was  con- 
ceded it  was  occasioned  by  sunken  vessels,  which 
were  sunk  during  the  revolutionary  war.  For 
what  purpose.'  Why,  for  the  great  and  patriotic 
purpose  of  defending  our  common  country.  He 
was  surprised  and  pained  yesterday  to  hear  a  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  [Mr.  Iverson]  assert  that 
this  appropriation  was  to  remove  a  mere  local  ob- 
struction, which  was  placed  there  for  the  benefit 
of  the  city  of  Savannah  alone.  He  asked  if  there 
was  nobody  else  interested  in  that  river  being  as- 
cended by  a  British  fleet  during  the  revolutionary 
war,  with  a  British  army.'  Nor  was  it  the  blood 
of  Georgia  alone  that  flowed  in  defence  of  Savan- 
nah. Many  patriotic  citizens  from  other  States 
hastened  to  their  country's  standard,  and  to  the 
defence,  not  of  Georgia  or  of  Savannah  alone,  but 
of  the  common  country,  which  was  assailed  in  the 
Savannah  river. 

It  was  no  local  question.     The  whole  country 
was  interested.     These  vessels  were  placed  there 
for  the  common  good  of  the  common  country — for 
the  good  of  the  whole  country.     But  when  they 
appealed  for  the  removal  of  these  obstructions,  they 
were  met  with  the  argument  that  they  had  no  con- 
stitutional power  to  remove  obstructions  which 
were   created   under    the   Confederacy.     Where, 
permit  him  to  ask,  did   gentlemen  find  constitu- 
tional power  to  pay  pensions   to  the  old,  decrepit, 
worn-out  soldiers  of  the  Revolution.'     Where  did 
they  find  authority  to  give  pensions  to  their  widows 
and  orphans  ?    If  Congress  had  no  power  under 
the  Constitution  to  discharge  the  obligations  which 
the  country  had  incurred  to  States  during  the  Rev- 
olution, they  had  no  power  to  discharge  the  obli- 
gations due  to  the  survivors  of  the  patriotic  soldiers 
by  whose  services  that  revolution  was  made  suc- 
cessful.    And  yet  those  obligations  had  been  recog- 
nized and  discharged  in  a  thousand  instances.  And 
he  regarded  this  appropriation  as  one  which,  in  an 
eminent  degree,  deserves  the  favorable  considera- 
tion of  this  Government.    The  obstructions  having 
been  placed  in   that  river  in  time  of  war  for  the 
common  welfare  and  defence  of  the  country,  the 
Government  was  bound  by  every  honorable  obli- 
gation to  remove  it.     But  the  gentleman  t'rom  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Bayly]  told  them  that  it  was  an  unpre- 
cedented appropriation,  and  that  they  might  search 
the   records  in  vain  for  one  solitary  item  of  this 
character  in  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
bill.     Now,  he  would  call  that  gentleman's  atten- 
tion to  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill 
for  the  year  1839,  which  was  passed  by  a  Demo- 
cratic  Congress,  at  a  time,  too,  when   every  de- 
partment of  this  Government  was  in  possession  of 
the  Democratic  party. 

He  read  items  of  appropiiation  for  Florida  and 
for  the  Connecticut  river  of  this  character.  That 
there  might  be  no  mistake  on  this  sulijcct,  he  liegged 
to  give  gentlemen  the  reference  to  these  items. 
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They  would  he  found  on  the  lOlOtli  page  of  the 
Lni's  of  the  Uriied  Stciies,  6ih  volume. 

These,  he  reoenieil,  were  passed  hya  Democratic 
Contjress  and  sanctianed  by  a  Deuinrratic  Presi- 
dent; ,uid  yet  genlleiTien  told  them  that  they  were 
without  a  precedent  for  this  item,  which  they  de- 
nounced as  unparalleled,  and  as  an  outras^e  on  the 
ri^iits  of  the  minority  of  this  House.  There  were 
precedents,  as  he  had  shown,  and  gentlemen  who 
had  lei.sure  mi?lit  find  many  more.  Nevertheless, 
gentlemen  asserted  that  this  appropriation  was  un- 
usual and  improper,  and  therefore  that  they  ought 
not  to  pass  it.  It  was  useless  to  consider  those 
questions  at  this  time.  They  had  been  considered, 
and  that  House,  by  a  decided  majority,  had  said 
that  the  appropriation  was  proper  and  e.Kpedient. 
But  there  was  one  argument  used  now  which  was 
not  used  when  that  item  was  under  consideration, 
and  that  was,  that  unless  that  item  be  stricken  out, 
the  President  would  veto  the  bill.  Yes;  the  Presi- 
dent would  veto  the  bill.  Well,  he  knew  not 
whether  the  President  would  veto  the  bill  or  not, 
nor  did  he  care.  Since  this  President  came  into 
power,  they  had  had  several  instances  of  the  arbi- 
trary exercise  of  the  veto  power;  but  this  was  the 
first  time  when  the  President's  friends  had  seen 
proper  to  throw  into  their  faces  the  threat  of  a  veto 
to  deter  them  from  performin^j  what  they  believed 
to  be  theirduty.  H!e  believed  there  was  no  instance 
of  a  President  threatening  the  representatives  of 
the  people;  tellino;  them  that  if  they  dared  to  pass 
this  bill,  the  President  would  veto  it.  Did  gentle- 
men suppose  that  they  on  his  side  of  the  House 
were  to  be  deterred  from  giv  ing  such  votes  as  they 
thought  proper  of  the  kind  under  consideration.' 
Did  gentlemen  suppose  that  they  were  alarmed  at 
the  threat  of  an  Executive  veto,  and  that  they 
should  shrink  from  doing  their  duty  ?  If  they  did, 
they  would  find  themselves,  in  this  instance,  greatly 
mistaken.  This  House  had  decided,  bv  a  major- 
ity,that  the  appropriation  was  right,  and  that  they 
would  continue  it  in  this  bill;  and  if  they  recedeil 
fi'om  it  for  fear  of  the  Pi-esident's  veto,  they  were 
unworthy  of  the  seats  which  they  occupy.  In 
such  a  case  they  would  be  fit  only  to  be  the  slaves 
of  a  despot,  trembling  at  his  presence,  and  shaping 
their  votes  to  suit  his  views  But  he  thought  no 
one  who  believed  it  to  be  right  and  |u-opcr  would 
shrink  for  fear  of  a  veto,  even  though  the  friends 
of  the  President,  with  the  President  at  their  heels, 
thundered  veto  in  their  ears. 

But  he  desired  to  make  a  few  remarks  as  to  the 
exercise  of  this  veto  power.  He  desired  to  make 
some  remaiks  on  this  subject,  because  the  exercise 
of  the  veto  power  was  becoming  one  of  the  most 
alarming  circumstances  in  the  history  of  this  coun- 
try. It  was  one  of  the  most  dangerous  to  encoun- 
ter, and  there  was  danger  of  its  sapping  the  found- 
ation of  the  principles  on  which  this  Government 
rested.  It  was  overshadowing  the  land  with  a  des- 
potism which  was  placing  its  hand  on  the  entire 
power  of  this  Government. 

But  now  we  hear  that  the  President  had  been 
empowered  to  veto  every  bill,  the  expediency  of 
which  he  did  not  entirely  approve.  The  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Bayly]  told  us,  that  whenever 
the  President  thought  a  bill  not  such  as  he  would 
have  wished  to  pass,  he  ought  to  veto  it.  These 
doctrines  were  not  new:  they  were  the  very  doc- 
trines urged  by  the  Federalists  in  the  Convention 
which  formed  our  Constitution.  These  were  the 
arguments  and  o()ii}ion.s  brought  forwaid  and 
pressed  by  the  man  who,  in  that  memorable  as- 
semldy, contended  that  it  was  necessary  tosirength- 
cn  the  arm  of  the  Executive,  that  he  might  be^en- 
abled  to  check  the  turbulence  of  (he  people.  This 
was  the  very  point  on  which  the  dilference  between 
the  Federalisisand  iheir  opf.onent.s  mainly  turned. 
It  was  contended  that  the  people  were  impulsive, 
tumultuous,  refractory, and  ihat  we  wanted  a  strong 
Executive,  who  should  be  al)le  to  curb  them,  and 
keep  the  pus.sions  of  the  peof)le  in  check.  I'lic 
same  doctrines  were  preached  liy  the  Tories,  in  the 
Revolution  which  established  British  freedom.  It 
was  proclaimed  then,  that  tlu3  good  of  the  country 
required  that  prerogative  .->houId  be  more  elfectually 
guarded, and  thearm  of  the  monarch  strengthened. 
And  now,  iierc,  in  this  House  of  Ilepresciuatives, 
mid  in  ihc  year  of  grace  1848,  these  self-.samo  old 
exploded  doctrines  of  subserviency  to  Executive 
f)ower  were  brought  out  again,  new-vampcd,  and 
urged  on  tlic  American  [leople  a.s  doctrines  of  De- 
mocracy! The  truth  was,  that  I  he  great  danger  to 
our  syBtein  arose,  not  from  weakness,  but  from  the 


strength  of  the  Executive  power — a  power  ever 
prone,  in  all  ages  and  counti-ies,  to  usurpation,  and 
skillful  in  encroachingon  the  freedom  of  the  people, 
under  a  thousand  forms.  Tiiis  was  the  true  point 
of  danger:  it  was  an  alarming  evil;  it  threatened 
all  we  held  dear;  and  it  ought  speedily  to  be  ar- 
rested, and  prevented  from  accomplishing  any 
fiu'ther  mischief. 

Let  him  ask  his  Democratic  friends,  whether 
they  believed  that  the  people  were  capable  of  self- 
government?  Were  the  Democrats  on  this  floor 
wilhng  to  say  they  were.' 

[Mr.  Green  here  wanted  liberty  to  reply,  but 
Mr.  S.  said  he  could  not  spare  him  the  time  now; 
he  would  have  ample  opportunity  afterwards.] 

They  told  the  people  so  on  the  stump.  There 
they  were  all  most  ardent  friends  to  the  people  and 
their  rights;  but  when  they  came  here,  how  did 
tliey  act?  Who  were  the  people?  How  were 
their  wishes  to  be  known?  Who  was  appointed 
to  express  them?  Was  it  not  their  own  Repre- 
sentatives, chosen  expressly  for  that  purpose? 
They  came  up  to  this  Hall  from  every  district  of 
this  Union,  fresh  from  the  people,  having  had  a 
full  ojiportunity  for  interchanging  opinions  with 
them,  and  they  knew  what  their  wishes  were. 
Well,  how  did  these  wishes  of  the  great  body  of 
iheAmeiican  people  stand  upon  the  question  of 
internal  improvements?  Look  at  their  votes  m 
this  very  House,  and  we  should  find  them  in  favor 
of  them  by  votes  of  two  to  one.  By  that  majority 
they  had  recently  decided  that  the  power  of  appro- 
priating for  works  of  internal  improvement  did 
reside  in  this  Government,  and  that  it  should  be 
exercised.  How  had  these  wishes  been  expressed 
on  bills  which  had  passed  this  House  since  the 
present  Executive  came  into  power?  How  did 
those  Representatives  vote  but  a  few  days  since 
upon  the  resolutions  adopted  at  the  Chicago  Con- 
vention, and  leported  to  this  House  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce?  In  all  these  cases,  those 
who  were  charged  to  express  the  wishes  of  the 
people  had  voted  in  one  and  the  same  way.  Yet 
iiere  was  a  party — and  a  Democratic  party,  too — 
which  told  the  nation  that  their  wishes  should  not 
be  complied  with;  which  told  them  to  their  faces, 
that  they  were  trampling  on  the  Constitution,  and 
which  invoked  the  aid  of  a  President,  who  was 
himself  thepeople's  creature,  whom  they  had  made, 
that  he  might  accomplish  their  will,  to  thwart  that 
will,  and  tiample  it  down  in  the  dust.  And  this 
was  Democracy  I  Might  I  not  (asked  Mr.  S.)  here 
repeat  the  words  of  tlie  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  IvERSON,]  and  exclaim,  "Shame!  shame! 
where  is  thy  blush?"  when  doctrines  such  as  these 
are  put  forth  under  the  name  and  guise  of  Democ- 
racy ?  They  might  as  well  at  once  tell  the  people 
that  they  are  dolts  and  idiots,  and  need  an  Execu- 
tive guardian  to  curb  them.  Will  gentlemen  here 
say,  that  the  President  understands  the  wishes  of 
the  people  better  than  the  people's  Representatives? 
Is  his  wisdom  greater  than  the  united  wisdom  of 
the  members  of  this  House?  In  what  schools  of 
statesiTianship  has  he  been  trained,  that  his  knowl- 
edge of  constitutional  law  and  the  true  policy  of 
tins  nation  should  be  so  far  paramount  to  that  of 
the  men  whom  the  people  themselves  have  selected 
and  sent  here  to  give  expression  to  their  sentiments 
and  desires?  Where  is  his  commission  to  say  to 
us,  that  we  do  not  know  what  the  wishes  of  the 
people  are?  I  ask  my  Democratic  friend  over  the 
way,  [Mr.  Wentworth,]  who  introduced  resolu- 
tions in  favor  of  inlernal  improvements,  whether 
his  constituents  are  against  the  power?  They  voted 
for  Mr.  Polk.  How  is  it  in  Illinois?  A  majority 
of  the  people  of  that  State  were  in  favor  of  Mr. 
Polk;  yet,  after  that  gentleman  denounced  the 
President  for  his  veto  of  the  river  and  liarbor  bill, 
they  sent  liim  here  as  their  representative.  Have 
llicy  not  confided  the  care  of  their  true  interests  to 
him,  and  not  to  the  President? 

I  admit  that  that  genileinan's  course  here  has 
been  perfectly  consistent  in  all  things,  with  one 
only  exception.  I'he  gentleman  has  been  the  uni- 
form, constant,  unflinching  advocate  of  internal 
improvements,  yet  he  votes  for  a  President  who 
vetoes  them  all.  [Much  laughter.]  1  think  his 
past  experience  ought  to  teach  him  a  lesson  on 
this  subject.  By  the  by,  I  should  greatly  like  to 
know  of  the  gentleman  whom  he  is  going  to  vote 
for  at  the  coming  election? 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  shall  vote  for  a  tried 
friend  of  harbor  and  river  improvements,  as  illus- 
trated by  his  own  nets. 


Mr.  SCHENCK  said,  "  there  was  so  much 
noise  and  confusion  here  that  the  gentleman  could 
not  explain  himself."     [Bursts  of  laughter.] 

Mr.  SMITH,  (resuming.)  I  believe  in  the  senti- 
ment so  well  expressed  bV  Edmund  Burke,  when 
describing  the  character  of  a  Whig  in  his  day:  "A 
Whig  should  be  a  man  jealously  watching  the 
movements  of  the  Executive,  having  his  eyes  oi> 
ministers  and  his  ears  toward  the  people."  This 
admirable  definition,  given  by  that  illustrious  man, 
will  well  apply  to  the  Whiga  of  this  day,  who  de- 
sire to  preserve  amongst  us  a  Republican  Govern- 
ment. But  how  is  it  now  with  too  many  of  the 
Republicans  in  this  Hall  ?  We  see  them  with  their 
eyes  occasionally  turned  askance  over  their  shoul- 
ders at  the  people,  but  with  both  eyes  and  ears 
directed  steadily  to  the  White  House,  ready  to 
catch  the  first  and  slightest  intimations  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive will. 

I  will  be  obliged  if  my  friend  from  Illinois  will' 
tell  me  what  are  the  opinions  of  General  Cass  on 
the  subject  of  internal  improvement? 

Air.  WENTWORTH  wished  to  know  if  the 
gentleman  would  let  him  reply  now? 

Mr.  SMITH  said,  yes;  he  would  allow  him 
three  minutes  out  of  his  own  time  to  reply. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  have  been  in  Con- 
gress— this  is  the  third  session — with  General  Cass. 
He  and  I  have  voted  invariably  alike  on  this  ques- 
tion. Both  of  us  voted  for  the  vetoed  bills,  and  both 
of  us  would  gladly  have  had  the  Executive  sign 
thent.  I  wish  there  v/as  as  good  proof  that  General' 
Taylor  would  sign  our  harbor  and  river  bills.  I 
would  like  to  know  his  opinions. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  for  this  very  lucid  e.xposition  of 
the  opinions  of  General  Cass  on  the  power  of  in- 
ternal improvement.  Now,  I  happen  to  have  here 
a  small  document  that  a  good  deal  resembles  the 
primer  that  contained  the  picture  of  John  Rogers, 
the  martyr,  in  the  days  of  Bloody  Mary,  and  ia 
which  were  these  memorable  lines: 

"  I  leave  you  lierc  this  little  book 
For  yoa  to  l<W)k  npon, 
That  you  may  see  your  fa(lier'3  lace 
Wlieii  he  i3  dead  and  g'oiie." 
[Much  merriment  on   both   sides  of  the  House. J 
Yes,  sir;  here  is  a  little  book  for  my  Democratic 
friends  to  look  upon,  and  in  it  they  will  see  their 
father's  face  when  he  is  dead  and  gone.     [Voices; 
"And   that  he  will  soon  be."]     Yes,  very  soon: 
on  the  7th  day  of  next  November.  I  will  read  it  tO' 
the   House   without  troubling  the  Clerk.     [Here 
Mr.  S.  began  to  read   a  book   about  two  inches 
square,  with  a  fac-simile  attached  of  Mr.  Cass's 
letter  to  the  Chicago  Convention.] 

On  the  whole,  I  think  I  had  best  send  it  up  to 
the  Clerk's  table,  as  gentlemen  seem  so  anxious- 
to  see  as  well  as  hear  it. 

[The  small  volume  was  here  sent  to  the  Clerk's 
desk.  He  succeeded  in  holding  it  in  his  hand,  and 
read  the  contents  with  an  audible  voice,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Detroit,  May  29,  1847. 
"  Dear  Sir  :  I  ain  ol)ligpd  to  yon  lor  your  kind  ntteiilioit' 
in  liaiisiniliiuf;  me  an  iiivilalion  to  aiti-iid  the  conveiuion 
on  inti'inal  improvement?  which  will  meet  in  Chicaijo  in 
July.  Circumslaiiecs,  however,  will  put  it  out  of  my  power 
to  be  present  at  Chat  time. 

"  I  am,  dear  sir,  respectfully  yours, 

"LEWIS  CASS. 
"VV.  L.  Whiting,  Esq."] 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  presumed  this  was  to  be 
taken  out  of  the  gentleman's  time.     [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  SMITH.  Oh,  certaitdy.  A  very  import- 
ant document,  and  not  very  long. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  Short  as  it  is,  it  is 
longer  than  General  Taylor's  reply  to  the  commit- 
tee informing  him  of  his  nomination  at  the  Phila- 
delphia Convention. 

Mr.  SMITH.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois  has 
explained  to  us  very  clearly  the  opinions  of  the 
Democratic  candidate  on  this  very  interesting  sub- 
ject. I  am  sorry  he  was  not  equally  clear  on  some 
others.  I  hope  the  "  noise  and  confusion"  here 
will  not  prevent  him  from  enlightening  us.  We 
are  all  very  still  and  quiet  on  this  side  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  give  us  General  Taylor's  opinions  on  the 
same  subject. 

Mr.  SMITH.  1  will.  I  shall  not  be  prevented, 
like  his  great  leader,  by  any  "  noise  and  confu- 
sion" in  thi.s  Hall.  But  first  let  me  state,  that  on 
a  late  occasion,  General  Cass  was  at  Cleveland,  a 
city  on  the  lakes,  deeply  interested  in  the  question 
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of  harbor  improvements.  He-was  called  upon,  in 
presence  of  a  great  assemblage  of  tlie  citizens  of 
that  place,  to  contradict  a  calumny  which  had  been 
extensively  circulated  ao;ainst  him,  that  he  was 
opposed  to  the  power  of  Congress  over  works  of 
internal  improvement;  but,  most  unfortunately, 
"  the  noise  and  confusion  which  prevailed  were  so 
g;reat  (hat  he  could  not  explain  his  sentiments." 
[Laughter.]  The  gentleman  from  Illinois  says  that 
General  Cass  is  in  favor  of  internal  improvements. 
And  how  does  he  know  it.'  Why,  because  he 
voted  for  bills  for  works  of  that  kind.  Has  the 
gentleman  never  seen  the  letter  of  General  Cass  to 
the  Baltimore  Convention,  in  which  he  declares 
that  he  cordially  approves  every  sentiment  and 
principle  contained  in  the  platform  of  political  doc- 
trines which  that  Convention  put  forth  to  the 
world,  and  promises  that,  if  elected,  he  will  do  all 
he  can  to  carry  them  out.'  Every  man  on  that 
side  of  the  House  knows  well  that  the  Convention 
is  directly  opposed  to  the  power  as  exercised  by 
this  Government;  and  they  know  that  that  Coh- 
vention  endorsed  Mr.  Polk's  veto  of  the  Michigan 
harbor  bill,  and  the  improvement  of  the  Mississip- 
pi and  Ohio  rivers;  and  in  his  letter  General  Cass 
says  he  cordially  approves  all  their  sayings  and 
doings.  After  this,  can  the  gentleman  pretend  that 
General  Cass  is  in  favor  of  internal  improvements 
by  the  General  Government.' 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  Certainly.  The  very 
resolution  was  adopted  when  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
first  nominated,  and  has  been  at  every  National 
Convention  since.  And  yet  Mr.  Van  Buren,  as 
well  as  General  Jackson,  always  signed  all  our 
harbor  bills.     So  will  General  Cass. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Mr.  Cass  gave  the  Baltimore 
platform  his  cordial  assent  and  approbation;  but 
if  he  shall  be  elected,  we  shall  then  witness  a  rep- 
etition of  the  scenes  of  the  Kane  letter.  He  is 
now  supported  at  the  South  as  being  utterly  op- 
posed to  internal  improvements,  and  at  the  same 
time  he  is  supported  in  the  North  as  being  pledged 
in  their  favor.  We  are  told  he  voted  for  such  bills 
in  the  Senate.  Yes;  but  does  not  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  yet  know  that  the  way  in  which 
General  Cass  voted  one  day  is  no  security  as  to 
how  he  will  vote  on  the  self-same  point  another 
day.'  How  long  was  he  avowedly  in  favor  of  the 
Wilmot  proviso.'  But  is  he  for  the  proviso  now.' 
How  strongly  was  he  once  opposed  to  Texas  an- 
nexation: has  the  gentleman,  liave  the  Represent- 
atives from  Texas,  forgotten  those  memorable 
words  of  his  in  the  Senate,  "  We  don't  want 
Texas;  if  England  does,  in  God's  name  let  her 
take  it.'"  His  whole  history  shows  that  he  is  a 
perfect  weathercock,  turned  by  every  changing 
breeze.  Yet  we  are  now  told  that  because  General 
Cass  once  voted  for  internal  improvements  he  will 
do  so  still.  I  advise  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
to  examine  a  work  of  General  Cass  entitled  the 
Court  and  King  of  France 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  I  have  read  it.  And 
I  would  here  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  has  read  the 
letter  of  General  Taylor  accepting  the  Philadelphia 
nomination.'  If  I  mistake  not,  it  is  shorter  than 
that  of  General  Cass  to  the  Chicago  Convention. 

Mr.  SMITH.  And  then  to  contrast  with  the 
language  there  used  the  opinions  expressed  of  the 
same  Louis  after  he  was  no  longer  on  the  throne. 
It  presents  an  instructive  chapter  as  to  the  muta- 
bility of  politicians,  especially  of  those  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic school. 

The  gentleman  wants  to  know  the  opinions  of 
General  Taylor:  those  opinions  are  before  the 
country.  I  will  read  the  gentleman  one  of  them. 
[Mr.  S.  here  quoted  the  Allison  letter,  beginning 
with  the  subject  of  the  Executive  veto.] 

Does  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  object  to  these 
doctrines.' 

Mr.  WENTWORTH.  General  Taylor  says 
the  will  of  the  people  ought  to  be  carried  out.  And 
I  say  it  ouglU  to  be.  But  will  General  Taylor  do 
it? 

Mr.  SMITH.  Yes,  and  it  will  be  if  General 
Taylor  is  elected.  The  gentleman  admits  that  the 
will  of  the  people  on  these  subjects  ought  to  be 
carried  out,  and  yet  he  votes  for  a  man  who  never 
will  carry  them  out.  The  opinions  here  expressed 
are  such  as  would  have  done  credit  to  the  early 
days  of  the  Republic.  They  are  not  unworthy 
of  the  days  of  Washington,  and  Jeflerson,  and 
Madison. 

But,  according  to  the  Democratic  opinions  of  the 
day,  a  President  is  to  canvass  the  reasons  for  and 


against  the  expediency  of  every  bill  the  Congress 
may  pass  and  send  to  him  for  his  signature,  and, 
if  he  does  not  think  the  law  expedient,  he  must 
veto  it.  Was  such  a  doctrine  ever  heard  of  in  the 
days  of  Washington,  or  of  Jefferson,  or  of  Madi- 
son, that  a  President  of  the  United  States  must 
descend  into  all  the  details  of  legislation  and  of 
domestic  policy,  and  undertake  to  veto  every  bill 
for  which  he  would  not  have  voted  in  Congress.' 
It  was  unheard  of,  unthought  of,  in  their  days. 
The  President  then  confined  himself  to  great  con- 
stitutional principles,  and  left  the  details  of  legisla- 
tion to  the  representatives  of  the  people.  General 
Taylor  has  here  taken  the  same  ground.  He  will 
not  undertake  to  prescribe  how  much  duly  shall 
be  laid  on  a  yard  of  cloth;  he  will  not  presume  to 
declare  tliis  river  may  be  improved,  but  that  must 
not  be — you  may  clear  out  Duck  creek,  in  Ten- 
nessee, but  you  shall  not  remove  a  snag  from  the 
channel  of  the  great  father  of  waters.  He  will 
have  the  will  of  the  people  to  be  carried  out,  and 
will  not  abuse  the  veto  power  to  prostrate  and  to 
thwart  their  will.  If  there  were  no  other  reasons 
entitling  him  to  the  enthusiastic  support  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  these  alone  are  sufficient, 
in  the  days  we  have  in  prospect  before  us,  the 
policy  of  this  Government  is  not  any  longer  to  be 
sha[)ed  at  the  White  House.  Executive  influence 
is  the  grand  Pandora's  box  from  which  all  our 
evils  have  proceeded.  Look  back  to  the  com- 
mencement of  General  Jackson's  administration. 
We  had  then  an  institution  to  regulate  the  currency 
of  the  country;  it  was  popular  everywhere;  the 
people  of  this  entire  Union  desired  it  should  con- 
tinue. Democratic  Legislature  after  Democratic 
Legislature  voted  for  its  re-charter;  and  that  meas- 
ure was  earnestly  advocated  by  the  present  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States.  Yet  Executive 
power  and  influence  was  able  to  thwart  the  wishes 
of  the  people,  and  to  prostrate  that  institution  in 
the  dust. 

Mr.  CLARKE  here  inquired  whether  General 
Taylor  was  in  favor  of  a  national  bank.' 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  am  not  informed;  [much  laugh- 
ter on  the  Democratic  side  of  the  House;]  but  this 
1  know,  that  the  wishes  of  the  country  on  that 
and  on  every  other  subject  will  be  carried  out.  It 
is  not  the  duty  or  the  policy  of  the  President  to 
regulate  the  currency  of  the  country.  I  have  my- 
self always  been  the  advocate  of  a  national  bank; 
but  if  General  Taylor  is  our  President,  it  will  not 
be  revived  unless  the  people  ask  for  it.  The 
country  is  very  differently  situated  now  from  what 
it  was  when  that  bank  was  destroyed.  We  are 
able  to  get  along  without  it. 

But  if  any  man  wishes  to  see  a  proof  of  the 
overwhelming  force  of  Executive  power  and  pa- 
tronage, let  him  look  at  the  annexation  of  Texas. 
When  that  measure  was  first  brought  up  in  Con- 
gress, a  majority  of  the  House  were  openly  against 
It,  yet  it  finally  received  a  majority  of  votes.  How 
was  that  majority  obtained?  A  letter  appeared  in 
the  Richmond  Enquirer  declaring  that  no  man 
would  receive  or  need  expect  the  Executive  coun- 
tenance and  favor  if  he  was  opposed  to  the  meas- 
ure of  annexation.  The  majority  against  it  in  the 
country  was  large — it  was  overwhelming.  In  In- 
diana, four-fifths  of  the  Democrats  were  against  it. 
I  know  this  to  have  been  so  in  my  district.  And 
how  was  it  in  the  great  State  of  New  York?  An- 
nexation was  utterly  repudiated.  Yet  when  that 
letter  came  out,  a  sudden  change  came  over  the 
spirit  of  the  dream  of  some  who  had  been  loudest 
and  most  clamorous  against  the  measure.  And  I 
could  point  to  a  man  from  your  own  State,  Mr. 
Speaker,  (understood  to  mean  Mr.  Parmenter,) 
who  was  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  lucrative  ofHce 
under  this  Government  in  consequence  of  such  a 
change.  Yes,  it  is  not  to  be  disguised,  we  have 
come  to  that  pass  that  Congress  is  little  more  than 
an  office  to  register  Executive  edicts.  If  any  man, 
with  the  spirit  of  a  man,  dare  rise  up  here  and  oj)- 
pose  the  E.xecutive  pleasure,  the  cry  of  treason, 
treason,  is  raised  against  him.  But  if  General 
Taylor  comes  into  the  White  House,  you  will  see 
a  very  different  state  of  things.  There  will  be 
another  order  of  the  day. 

A  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Iverson]  yes- 
terday made  his  dtbat  before  this  Hou.se  in  very 
handsome  style,  and  addressed  us  in  a  very  elo- 
quent strain.  But,  unfortunately  for  him  and  for 
his  State,  on  this  the  first  occasion  of  his  public 
appearance  as  a  debater  here,  he  was  found  stren- 
uously opposing  and  resisting  the  claims  of  his 


own  State  to  justice  at  the  hands  of  this  Govern- 
ment. Certainly  it  was  matter  of  regret  that  one 
of  her  distinguished  and  talented  sons  and  repre- 
sentatives should,  on  his  first  presentation  here,  be 
making  a  strenuous  appeal  to  the  House  against 
the  plainest  principles  of  justice  and  of  common 
sense.  It  is  not  for  me  to  settle  the  question  of 
such  a  course  between  him  and  the  people  of  Geor- 
gia; but  I  do  believe  that  a  very  large  majority  of 
the  people  of  that  State  will  recognize  the  justice 
of  the  claim  urged  in  behalf  of  the  city  of  Savan- 
nah, the  commercial  capital  of  their  State. 

The  gentleman  spoke  with  great  eloquence,  and 
entered  the  lists  as  a  mourner  over  the  unfortunate 
fate  of  Henry  Clay.  Yes,  he  lamented  in  very 
mournful  tones  over  the  fate  of  that  man,  whom  I 
admire,  and  have  ever  admired,  more  than  any 
living  public  man  whom  our  country  calls  her 
own.  I  felt  like  mingling  my  tears  with  his  while 
he  was  pouring  out  such  pathetic  strains  over  a 
great  man  fallen. 

Mr.  IVERSON  wished  to  explain. 

Mr.  SMITH  desired  to  be  excused,  as  he  had 
but  a  few  minutes  left. 

Mr.  IVERSON,  nevertheless,  threw  in  the  re- 
mark that  what  he  had  said  was  not  in  sympathy 
but  in  derision. 

Mr.  SMITH  continued.  Ah  !  in  rferision  .'  He 
knew  it  was  in  derision.  He  knew  that  praises  for 
that  man  never  could  come  from  that  source  but  in 
derision.  He  wanted  the  country  to  know,  he 
wanted  that  illustrious  man  to  know,  and  his 
friends  to  know,  that  the  crocodile  tears  which  had 
fallen  from  Locofoco  eyes  all  over  this  country  for 
him  were  but  shed  in  derision  !  This  was  not  the 
first  time  he  had  seen  these  tears  shed.  These 
mournful  notes  of  lamentation  had  fallen  on  his 
ears  before.  He  had  seen  something  of  the  same 
manifestations  in  the  columns  of  the  "Union." 
Day  after  day,  sympathetic  notes  had  been  poured 
out  and  crocodile  tears  had  been  shed  by  Father 
Ritchie  for  Henry  Clay,  as  a  noble,  gallant,  patri- 
otic man;  a  man  whose  great  name  was  inscribed 
high  on  the  rolls  of  his  country's  fame — a  man 
whose  great  name  would  live  throughout  this  coun- 
try and  the  civilized  world  when  the  insignificant 
name  of  Zachary  Taylor  should  have  been  for- 
gotten. Was  this  the  same  Henry  Clay  who,  in 
1844,  was  vilified  and  slandered  all  over  the  coun- 
try by  these  same  men  who  were  now  so  ready  to 
praise  him  as  the  blackleg  united  with  the  puritan — 
who,  in  1844,  was  denounced  as  vile,  odious,  in- 
famous ?  Was  this  the  same  Henry  Clay  who  had 
procured  the  election  of  John  Q,uincy  Adams  by 
bargain,  coiruption,  and  treachery?  Was  it  the 
same  Henry  Clay  who  had  sold  the  rights  of  his 
constituents  for  a  seat  in  the  Cabinet?  Was  this 
the  same  Henry  Clay  whom  old  Father  Ritchie 
had  grown  gray  in  denouncing  as  an  infamous  pol- 
itician, as  a  dishonest  man?  Was  this  the  same 
Flenry  Clay  whom  their  Democratic  friends  up  to 
the  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  Convention  had 
been  for  twenty  years  holding  up  to  the  country 
as  the  greatest  of  ail  political  sinners,  as  the  man 
who  of  all  others  was  most  to  be  feared?  He 
thought  that  there  was  one  exception  to  that 
course.  He  believed  he  had  heard  similar  strains 
of  eulogy  from  Locofoco  organs  when  the  same 
Whig  party  nominated  General  Harrison  in  1840. 
The  denunciations  of  Henry  Clay  then  suddenly 
ceased,  and  the  land  was  overflowed  with  eulo- 
gies to  him  from  Democratic  presses  and  orators, 
because  the  same  motives  were  operating  upon 
them  then.  They  then  wanted  to  turn  the  admi- 
ring eyes  of  the  country  from  General  Harrison, 
and  to  induce  the  belief  that  Mr.  Clay  was  badly 
treated,  and  his  friends  ought  not  to  support  Gen- 
eral Harrison.  But  again,  in  1844,  when  Mr. 
Clay  was  again  nominated,  the  old  tune  was  taken 
up,  and,  instead  of  the  mournful  tones  of  condo- 
lence and  sympathy,  we  heard  nothing  but  fiery 
indignation  and  bitter  vituperation,  poured  out 
upon  his  head  with  unsparing  malignity.  Lethim 
tell  Democratic  gentlemen  that  Mr.  Clay  and  his 
friends  knew  how  to  appreciate  these  encomiums, 
these  eulogies,  these  crocodile  tears;  and  let  him 
tell  them  further,  they  could  not  divert  one  man 
of  the  Whig  party  from  the  support  of  General 
Taylor,  by  any  hollow  attempt  to  excite  sympathy 
for  Mr.  Ciay,  or  any  attempt  to  create  the  impres- 
sion that  he  had  been  badly  treated.  Mr.  Clay's 
friends  had  no  less  confidence  in  him  than  they 
had  ever  had;  they  believed  him  the  same  great 
and  good  man  they  had  always  considered  liim; 
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they  cherished    his  name   with    all   the    fondness  ; 
they  hnd  ever  felt  for  it,  and   in  after  times  they 
would  hold  up  that  illustrious  name  to  their  chil- 
dren as  the  briijhl  model  of  an  American  statesman 
whom  every  American  youth  should  be  taught  to 
emulate.     But  they  did  not  want  to  expose  liimin  , 
his  old  age  to  the  malignant  vituperative  assaults 
of  pensioned   Democratic  presses  throughout  the 
land;  they  did  not  want  him  to  pass   through  the  I 
fiery  ordeal  of  1844.     They  had  nominated  a  man  | 
who  had  not  been  abused  to  the  same  extent  as 
Mr.  Clay,  and,  for  want  of  time — although  he  ad- 
mitted  that  old   Father  Ritchie  was  handsomely 
schooling  himself  in  the  business  of  vituperation  | 
of  General  Taylor,  and  had  already  progressed  .so 
far  that  he  would   soon   equal  his   best  efforts  in 
doing  the  same  work  towards  Mr.  Clay — it  would 
all  be  in  vain.     He  regarded  this  Presidential  elec-  1 
tion  as  complele'y  settled  as  it  would  be  on  the  7th  | 
of  November  next.     The  people  were  determined  ! 
that  this  Administration   should  be  turned  out  of 
power,  and   that  no  time-serving  demagogue,  no 
political  trickster,  who  had  grown  wealthy  and  fat 
on  extra  pay  from  the  people's  money,  should  oc-  \ 
cupy  the  Presidential  chair  for  the  next  four  years.  ' 
They  would   take  a  man  fresh   from   the  people; 
one  whose  courage,  whose  skill  in  war  were  only 
equalled  by  the  kindness  of  his  heart,  and  the  gen-  j 
uine  benevolence  which   maiked  his  character;  a  I 
man  who — to  use  his  own  eloquent  language — had 
"  no  enemies  to  punish,  no  friends  to  reward,  noth- 
ing to  serve  but  his  country."     That  country  the 
people  would  give  him  the  opportunity  to  serve  in 
the  highest  civil  station  within  the  gift  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

Here  the  hammer  fell  and  the  hour  expired. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  next  obtained  the 
floor.  He  said,  when  he  had  made  the  motion  to 
reconsider  the  other  day,  it  was  with  no  intention  ^ 
of  addressing  the  House,  or  of  deviating  from  the 
rule  he  had  prescribed  for  himself,  except  such  as 
should  become  necessary  to  explain  his  votes;  but 
the  course  of  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana [Mr.  Smith]  had  been  so  extraordinary  as  to 
induce  him  to  trespass  upon  this  rule,  and  to  ask 
the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  short  time. 

What  was  the  question  before  the  House  .'  It 
was,  whether  this  House  would  reconsider  the  vote 
upon  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and,  if  agreed  to, 
whether  they  would  reconsider  the  vote  upon  the 
engrossment,  and  then  strikeout  of  the  bill  the  ob- 
noxious feature.'  A  little  history  on  this  subject, 
amid  the  confusion  which  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  seemed  disposed  to  get  up,  might 
not  be  unimportant.  It  was  sought  to  be  shown 
that  the  other  side  of  the  House  was  not  responsi- 
ble for  its  action.  A  House  with  a  decided  ma- 
jority on  every  single  question,  it  was  now  sought 
to  be  proved  was  not  responsible  for  the  manner  in 
which  bills  were  framed  and  passed  here.  Was 
it  so?  How  was  the  vote  upon  this  question.' 
Seventeen  men  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  had 
voted  against  the  passage  of  this  civil  and  diplo- 
matic appropriation  bill,  and  the  majority  against 
it  was  only  twenty-three.  Eleven  gentlemen  on 
his  side  of  the  House  voted  for  it, and  he  was  happy 
to  say  he  was  among  that  number,  fornever,  while 
he  was  honored  with  a  seat  on  this  floor,  would  he 
vote  to  slop  the  wheels  of  this  Government,  if  that 
vote  could  be  avoided  with  any  regard  to  consist- 
ency whatever.  Seventeen  gentlemen  who  had 
voted  for  this  appropriation  for  the  Savannah  river, 
who  believed  it  constitutional,  who  believed  it  ex- 
pedient to  pass  such  a  bill,  had  seen  fit  to  step  into 
the  arena  and  to  vote  against  it — for  what  purpose.' 
Why,  they  came  up  like  children  and  said  they 
did  it  for  fun!  Grave  legislators,  able  statesmen, 
eminent  men  legislating  for  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try, forfun,  as  a  matter  of  farce,  because  gentlemen 
on  thisside  of  the  House, entertaining  viewsagainst 
the  power  of  Congress  to  maketliisappropriation, 
had  seen  fit  to  vole  against  the  bill  !  Now,  he 
asked  in  candor,  could  any  man  who  entertained 
a  constitutional  objoction  to  the  pa.s.suge  of  such  an 
item  as  this,  vote  fora  bill  that  contained  it?  And 
if  he  saw  fit  to  cast  his  vote  against  it,  did  it  be- 
come the  majority  of  this  House,  who  entertained 
opposite  opinions,  also  to  vote  against  the  bill? 
How  were  they  justified  before  the  country?  He 
would  like  to  hear  gentlemen  confine  themselves  to 
this  question,  and  give  a  direct  answer. 

He  begged  leave  here  to  say  that  he  differed  en- 
tirely from  the  remarks  which  had  fallen  from  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia  on  his  side  of 


the  House,  [Mr.  Bayly,]  in  relation  to  the  conduct 
of  the  Speaker.  When  he  (Mr.  S.)  had  made 
the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  this  item,  in 
response  to  a  suggestion  of  the  Speaker  that  the 
motion  could  not  be  made  under  the  rules,  he  had 
intimated  that  he  had  an  abiding  confidence  that 
the  pre.sent  Speaker  would  not  so  hold,  and  that 
he  must  be  permitted  to  say  that,  in  his  humble 
judgment,  the  conduct  of  the  Chair  on  this  occa- 
sion was  entitled  to  the  highest  respect  of  every 
member  of  this  House.  The  only  question  on 
which  he  had  dilFered  with  the  Chair — and  upon 
which  he  had  not  had  time  to  examine  the  prece- 
dents— was  in  relation  to  the  original  vote  given  by 
the  Speaker;  whether  the  bill  had  not  proceeded  so 
far,  whether  it  had  not  gone  through  the  subse- 
quent stages  of  reading  and  voting,  as  to  preclude 
the  right  of  the  Speaker  to  vote  upon  the  amend- 
ment." Having  had  no  time  to  examine  the  prece- 
dents, he  was  obliged  to  defer  to  the  decision  of 
the  Speaker,  for  the  lime  being,  as  correct. 

But  gentlemen  whom  he  knew  to  be  snund  con- 
stitutional lawyers — gentlemen,  he  repeated,  of 
eminent  ability,  had  undertaken  to  distinguish  be- 
tween this  appropriation  and  appropriations  to 
remove  a  sand  bar — had  undertaken  to  tell  this 
House  that  while  Congress  had  no  power  to  remove 
obstructions  which  the  laws  of  God  and  of  Nature 
had  placed  in  harbors  and  rivers,  they  had  the 
power  to  remove  those  placed  there  by  man.  He 
should  like  to  hear  eloquent  legal  gentlemen,  con- 
stitutional lawyers,  on  this  subject.  If  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  gave  the  power  to 
remove  these  obstacles,  it  gave  it  without  regard 
to  how  they  came  there.  He  was  among  the  num- 
ber who  believed  the  Constitution  did  confer  this 
power,  and  he  believed  it  was  a  matter  of  no  con- 
sequence how  the  obstructions  had  been  formed; 
and,  if  he  might  be  permitted  to  say  it,  with  respect 
for  the  opinions  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  the 
distinction  was  ridiculous  between  obstructions  in 
a  river  caused  by  sinking  vessels,  hulks,  &c.,  to 
keep  out  an  enemy's  fleet,  and  those  caused  by  the 
accumulation  of  sand  by  the  water.  How  was  this 
case  distinguished  from  the  bar  formed  at  the  end 
of  the-  pier  at  Chicago,  erected  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States? 

He  had  voted  in  committee  and  in  the  House 
against  this  item.  Why?  Because  it  was  in  direct 
violation  of  the  rule  of  the  House  to  place  it  in  the 
bill,  and  if  these  voles  were  reconsidered  so  that  it 
would  be  in  order,  he  intended  to  move  to  exert 
the  power  of  this  House  to  strike  it  out.  The  81st 
rule  was  imperative  that  no  such  appropriation 
should  be  ingrafted  on  the  bill  by  the  Coinmittee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  nor  under  the  orders  of  the 
House,  nor  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole;  atid 
why  was  it  in  this  bill?  Why  did  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  represent- 
ing in  part  a  Western  Slate  largely  interested  in  the 
system  of  internal  improvements — a  State  which 
embraced  within  its  borders  as  many  objects  of  im- 
provement as  any  other — why  did  that  gentleman 
consent,  in  the  navy  appropriation  bill,  to  provide 
for  Boston  harbor,  and  in  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
appropriation  bill  to  improve  the  mouth  of  the 
Savannah  river?  Was  this  legitimate  legislation  ? 
Was  it  fair?  Was  it  just  to  the  country  which  the 
gentleman  and  himself  represented  in  part?  Was 
It  justice  to  the  great  Northwest  to  be  tampering, 
filacing  single  items  separately  in  the  general  ap- 
propriation bills,  that  might  roll  through  with  the 
necessities  of  this  Government,  while  everything 
for  the  benefit  of  the  gentleman's  constituency  and 
his  was  carefully  excluded  ? 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  the  gentleman  would  prob- 
ably recollect  that  when  the  items  for  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Ohio  rivers  were  moved  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  he  had  voted  for  them,  and  he  had 
slated  here  yesterday  he  regretted  they  had  not 
passed. 

Mr.  STUART.  Why  did  not  the  gentleman 
put  them  into  the  bill  ? 

Mr.  VINTON.  No  proposition  was  brought 
before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  that 
pur|)ose. 

Mr.  STUART.  Was  it  not  the  gentleman's 
own  business  as  chairman  of  thai  committee  to 
bring  il  before  the  committee?  And  if  ihe  Savan- 
nah river  had  been  brought  jn  there,  it  certainly 
'  notified  the  chairman  that  other  internal  improve- 
j  rncnis  might  also  be  included.  He  understood 
that  one  member  of  that  committee  from  Georgia 
1  [iMr.  Toombs]  had  introduced  this  item  as  a  mem- 


ber of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He 
repeated,  it  notified,  or  should  have  notified,  the 
honorable  chairman  to  take  care,  as  a  western  man, 
of  the  interests  of  his  own  State  and  of  Jiis,  (Mr. 
S.'s.)  Now,  no  such  caviling  could  be  justified 
before  the  gentleman's  constituents  or  his,  what- 
ever might  be  attempted  on  this  floor  for  jiolitical 
purposes.  Their  constituency  would  hold  them 
responsible;  they  would  wish  to  know  why  they 
were  voting  item  by  item  to  improve  all  the  harbors 
on  the  seaboard,  while  theirs  in  the  West  were  left 
to  remain  in  statu  quo. 

He  took  another  objection.  While  he  would 
vote  for  a  general  bill  for  internal  improvements, 
and  while  he  believed  the  system  constitutional — 
not  to  the  extent  laid  down  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Smith]  at  an  early  part  of  the  ses- 
sion, not  that  we  were  afloat  upon  the  ocean  with- 
out a  chart  or  a  compass,  but  that  there  were 
certain  well-defined  principles  in  the  Constitution 
which  justified  these  appropriations — while  he 
would  vote  for  a  bill  of  this  kind,  he  would  never 
consent  to  legislation  evidently  intended  for  politi- 
cal purposes.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  might 
quibble,  might  prevaricate  as  much  as  they  chose, 
but  this  item  had  been  introduced  into  the  general 
appropriation  bill  lor  the  purpose  of  making  an 
argument  against  the  Democratic  party — for  the 
purpose  of  provoking  a  veto,  or  of  charging  the 
President  with  inconsistency.  No  other  motive 
could  be  reasonably  assigned. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  said  yesterday 
that  he  was  anxious  to  carry  out  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Executive  department  of  the  Government 
in  its  various  branches.  If  so,  why  had  not  these 
western  improvements  been  put  into  this  bill  if 
this  was  legitimate  legislation  ?  When,  the  other 
day,  they  had  had  up  the  question  of  appropriation 
for  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands,  the  western 
men  had  asked  that  the  recommendation  of  the 
department  should  be  carried  out — that  §115,000 
might  be  placed  in  the  bill  for  these  surveys.  Why 
had  the  majority  of  the  House,  upon  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  same  committee,  refused  to  give 
them  but  §65,000?  But  he  could  not  spend  too 
much  time  on  this  point. 

He  had  alluded  to  the  inconsistency  of  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  and  to  the 
fact,  that  but  for  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Georgia  on  his  side,  [Mr.  Cobb,]  this  bill  would 
now  sleep  the  sleep  of  death.  After  a  majority  of 
this  House  had  defeated  it,  no  gentleman  had 
risen  on  that  side  to  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
and  save  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  obnoxious 
item.  He  should  say  a  few  words  in  relation  to 
the  propriety  of  this  legislation,  and  then  he  should 
pass  to  the  other  branches  of  the  subject. 

He  spoke  now  of  the  respect  which  was  due  to  a 
coordinate  branch  of  this  Government.  Differing, 
as  did  honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  with 
the  present  Executive  of  the  United  States  upon 
this  constitutional  question,  he  asked,  was  it  re- 
spectful? Was  it  thai  respect  which  they  de- 
manded at  his  hands?  Were  the  denunciations 
which  they  had  so  often  heard  from  gentlemen 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  as  a  miscre- 
ant, as  the  greatest  enemy  known  to  the  country, 
of  the  Constitution  and  liberties  of  the  people,  that 
respect  which  was  due  to  the  Executive?  While 
honorable  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  were  con- 
stantly declaring  that  gentlemen  on  his  side  came 
here  but  to  register  the  edicts  of  the  President,  and 
that  they  should  govern  their  action  by  the  princi- 
ples of  justice  and  a  due  regard  to  tlie  rights  of 
the  people,  why  did  they  not  pay  that  respect  to 
the  President  which  the  rules  of  the  House  made 
incumbent  upon  them,  and  keep  out  of  this  bill 
appropriations  not  rightly  there? 

But  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  had  amused 
the  House,  and  he  confessed  had  amused  him,  at 
some  of  the  positions  he  had  taken.  He  did  not 
see  the  honorable  member  in  his  seat,  but,  inas- 
much as  it  was  his  duiy  to  be  there,  he  hoped  he 
would  be  soon.  Il  was  strange  for  one  who,  like 
him,  knew  the  early  political  history  of  this  coun- 
try only  by  reading  it,  to  hear  a  Whig  of  this  day 
claiming  to  be  a  Jefl'ersonian.  The  gentleman  had 
proved  himself  a  Brilhsh  Whig  by  reading  a  defi- 
nition of  Edmund  Burke,  and  if  he  would  turn  to 
Blackwood's  Magazine,  which  was  equally  good 
British  authority,  he  would  find  it  there  declared 
that  the  devil  was  the  first  IVhig;  and  he  put  it  to 
the  gentleman,  that  if  he  resorted  to  British  au- 
thority to  prove  himself  a  Whig,  ho  must  take 
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British  authority  in  extenso.  Let  him  aslc  the  gen- 
tleman, to  what  vetoes  respectively  of  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States  did  he  object?  He  would 
like  to  hear  the  gentleman,  or  any  other  honorable 
member  on  that  side  of  the  House,  specify  to 
which  of  the  vetoes  of  the  various  Presidents  of 
the  United  Slates  they  objected.  From  the  found- 
ation of  the  Government  to  the  present  day,  there 
was  not  a  man,  he  ventured  to  say,  who  dared  get 
up  and  say  that  he  objected  to  any  veto  except 
that  of  harbor  and  river  improvements.  There 
was  rankling;  in  the  heart  of  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  and  the  gentleman  could  not  entirely  sup- 
press it,  that  old  desire  for  a  national  bank.  True, 
the  gentleman  had  not  the  moral  courage  to  come 
out  and  declare  himself  for  it;  but  he  said,  i/</ie 
people  want  il,  lo  and  behold,  he  was  for  it.  He 
had  no  constitutional  opinions,  nor  opinions  of  ex- 
pediency, except  those  which  he  might  imagine 
came  from  the  people.  The  gentleman  told  the 
House  that  the  people  of  the  United  States  had 
again  and  again  declared  in  favor  of  a  national 
bank.  It  was,  if  we  judged  from  their  repre- 
sentatives, lamentably  true;  but  if  we  judged  from 
the  conduct  of  the  people  alone,  of  those  who  were 
engaged  in  their  agricultural  and  mechanical  pur- 
suits, who  were  outside  of  and  beyond  the  influ- 
ence of  the  dollars  that  might  operate  upon  gen- 
tlemen nearer  the  throne,  they  had  never  been  in 
favor  of  such  an  institution.  Mr.  Madison  inter- 
posed his  veto,  but  at  the  next  session  yielded  to 
whathesupposed  was  the  desire  of  the  people.  That 
yielding  had  been  the  subject  of  the  lamentation  of 
the  Democracy  of  the  country  from  that  time  to 
the  present.  It  had  cost  us  millions  of  money. 
It  prostrated  the  producing  classes  in  the  dust. 
For  twenty  years  had  the  Democratic  party  fought 
to  throw  off  this  incubus,  and  they  had  shaken  it 
off  "  as  a  lion  the  dew-drops  from  his  mane." 
The  Democracy  of  this  country  now  stood  erect, 
never  to  be  encumbered  with  another  institution  of 
the  kind. 

But  the  gentleman  asked,  "  are  we  to  be  told  in 

this  year  eighteen  hundred  and  forty .'"and 

that  turned  out  to  be  the  end  of  his  sentence.  He 
presumed  the  gentleman  was  dishing  up  one  of  his 
old  speeches  of  1840,  when,  to  the  Democracy  of 
Indiana,  he  had  denied  that  the  Whig  party  had 
any  intention  to  charter  a  bank;  but  no  sooner  had 
they  practised  on  the  credulity  and  confidence  of 
the  people,  and  acquired  the  power,  than  immedi- 
ately they  "  let  slip  the  dogs  of  war" — immediately 
the  cloven  foot  had  shown  itself— and  the  first  act, 
and  the  dying  act,  too,  of  that  administration,  was 
an  effort  to  charter  a  bank. 

Mr.  DUNN  said  that  so  far  from  the  Whigs  of 
Indiana,  in  1840,  taking  ground  against  a  national 
bank,  or  pretending  that  they  were  not  for  a  na- 
tional bank,  it  was  one  of  the  main  issues,  if  not 
the  main  issue,  and  was  earnestly  pressed  by 
them. 

Mr.  PETTIT  said  he  could  not  speak  for  his 
colleague's  portion  of  Indiana,  but  he  could  for  his 
own,  and  he  could  give  the  Whig  elector's  name 
•who  had  denounced  it  from  one  end  of  his  district 
to  the  other.  It  was  Henry  S.  Lane,  his  prede- 
cessor on  this  floor. 

Mr.  DUNN  disagreed  with  his  colleague,  and 
repeated  his  declaration  that  the  Whigs  of  Indiana 
in  1840  had  made  the  question  of  a  bank  a  promi- 
nent issue,  and  that  the  leading  Whig  journal  at 
Indianapolis  took  ground  both  for  the  constitu- 
tional power  and  the  expediency  of  a  bank. 

Mr.  ROCKHILLsaid,so  far  as  his  district  was 
concerned,  he  never,  in  1840,  heard  any  elector  or 
other  Whig  orator — and  they  had  all  sorts  of  meet, 
ings  and  log-cabin  and  hard-cider  carousals — de- 
clare in  favor  of  a  national  bank.  The  Democratic 
party  had  charged  it  upon  them,  and  in  every  case 
It  was  denied. 

Mr.  STUART  lived  on  the  borders  of  Indiana, 
and  knew  something  of  the  facts  himself.  It  had 
been  declared  at  that  time,  through  all  the  region 
of  country,  and  even  a  distinguished  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  had  said  that  a  national  bank  was 
an  "  obsolete  idea."  So  far  from  having  agreed 
upon  it  in  any  two  States,  there  were  scarcely  two 
Congressional  districts  where  the  Whig  orators 
proclaimed  the  same  principles.  Why?  Because 
they  dared  not  go  before  the  American  people  with 
their  principles  inscribed  on  their  banners.  In 
1844,  they  had  told  the  country  that  Mr.  Clay  was 
the  great  "  embodiment"  of  their  principles,  and 
Boul  and  body  he  stood  forth  a  living  monument 


of  Whiggery.  But  it  was  now  too  late  for  gentle- 
men to  say  that  they  had  carried  on  the  canvass  of 
1840  on  principles.  Why,  they  ate  and  drank  the 
people  out  of  that  election.  Hard  cider,  corn 
dodgers,  songs,  coon  skins — these  miserable  em- 
blems indicated  anything  but  an  adherence  to 
reason  and  principle. 

Now,  he  asked  gentleman,  why  they  had  not 
nominated  Mr.  Clay?  and  he  told  them,  in  ad- 
vance, he  had  no  particular  sympathy  for  that  gen- 
tleman. He  would  remark,  further,  that  from 
the  very  outset  of  the  canvass  to  the  present  day, 
he  had  earnestly  wished  that  the  Whig  party 
would  not  nominate  Mr.  Clay — he  had  never  en- 
tertained any  other  opinion.  He  believed  him  to 
be  the  strongest  man  they  could  nominate,  and 
gentlemen  would  find  out,  in  the  ides  of  Novem- 
ber, that  the  Northern  States  did  not  respond  to 
the  Philadelphia  nomination.  Gentlemen  might 
blind  their  eyes;  they  might  see  Mr.  Greely  pois- 
ing himself  upon  his  lever  and  doubting  which 
way  to  go,  and  yet  might  deny  that  all  was  not 
right  in  their  camp;  they  might  hear  the  music  of 
Northern  men  proclaiming  that  General  Taylor 
was  a  Wilmot  proviso  man  out  and  out,  while 
Southern  men  took  refuge  under  the  fact  of  his 
having  been  born  and  lived  in  the  South,  and  his 
owning  hundreds  of  slaves;  they  might  cause  to  be 
written  from  this  city  letters  through  members  of 
Congress  to  different  sections  of  the  country,  ma- 
king anything  or  everything  of  his  principles,  but 
they  would  find  that  men  who  had  been  Tylerized 
would  not  be  Taylorized. 

The  celeb.'-ated  "Allison  letter"  had  been  alluded 
to  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  as  containing 
the  platform  of  General  Taylor's  principles.  Now, 
that  was  a  most  remarkable  letter,  and  got  up  in  a 
remarkable  way,  and  by  remarkable  men;  and 
this  Capitol  could  "a  tale  unfold" in  regard  to  that 
letter,  which  would  show  whose  opinions  it  reflect- 
ed. A  man  who  had  been  somewhat  engaged  in 
the  legal  profession  would  regard  that  letter  as 
having  been  got  up  by  a  conclave  of  very  able 
men,  very  strong  lawyers,  who  had  gathered  to- 
gether on  a  table  before  them  all  the  letters  the  old 
man  had  ever  written,  in  which  he  had  declared 
himself  a  Native  American,  an  Abolitionist,  a 
Democrat,  a  Whig — not  an  "  ultra  Whig,  but  a 
Whig  in  principle;"  and  he  would  like  to  hear  his 
friend  from  Pennsylvania  tell  them  what  was  the 
difference.  He  took  it  that  there  were  none  in  this 
House  but  ultra  Whigs;  for,  although  there  were 
Abolitionists  from  Massachusetts  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, slaveholders  from  the  South,  and  whatever 
else  you  please,  they  came  up  here  in  solid  col- 
umn, and  voted  to  a  man  to  oppose  everything 
which  Democracy  did.  He  thought  they  had  not 
that  distinction  in  this  House,  but  that  they  were 
"ultra"  Whigs,  partisan  Whigs;  and  if  any  gen- 
tleman's political  dictionary  could  tell  him  what 
the  distinction  was,  he  should  be  very  happy  to 
hear  it.  Now,  this  Allison  letter,  which  seemed 
thus  to  have  been  framed  with  all  the  previous 
letters  before  the  writers,  who  were  attempting, 
like  a  lawyer  with  a  bad  case,  to  reconcile  the  con- 
flicting doctrines,  said  that  he  held  the  veto  power 
to  be  a  conservative  power,  not  to  be  exercised 
except  in  cases  of  clear  violation  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, or  of  hasty  and  ill-considered  legislation. 
Who  had  ever  pretended  that  it  should  be  exer- 
cised in  any  other  case?  He  would  like  to  know, 
if  a  bill  passed  through  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
what  was  the  "proper  consideration"  it  should 
receive  in  order  to  meet  the  Executive  approba- 
tion? How  was  the  Executive  to  know  whether 
it  had  received  that  consideration  or  not,  except 
by  determining  whether  it  was  right  or  wrong? 
Was  he  to  stand  here  and  hear  their  discussions? 
Was  he  to  know  whether  they  passed  a  bill  in  a 
month  or  in  one  day  after  it  was  taken  up?  The 
only  manner  in  which  he  could  deternnine  whether 
legislation  was  hasty  or  inconsiderate,  was  by 
determining  whether  it  was  right  or  wrong  in  his 
opinion,  as  a  coordinate  branch  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  country.  It  was  the  only  test  which  the 
Executive  could  apply;  and,  while  the  Allison 
letter  was  relied  upon  to  limit  the  veto  to  certain 
cases,  it  applied  to  every  case  upon  which  a  veto 
could  be  made.  In  this  connection  he  would  again 
call — and  he  hoped  to  hear  gentlemen  take,  the 
history  of  this  country  and  trace  down  the  vetoes 
of  the  several  Presidents,  and  point  out  one 
to  which  they  were  opposed  except  that  on 
the  harbor  and  river  bill.     Who  did  not  know 


that  the  Democratic  party  of  this  Union  were 
divided  on  that  question,  and  ever  had  been — not 
on  the  great  principle,  but  on  the  mode  of  its  ap- 
plication? Mr.  Calhoun,  who,  he  thought,  was 
regarded  as  about  as  strict  a  constructionist  as 
there  was,  and  would  be  admitted  as  one  of  the 
most  able  men,  admitted,  and  had  done  so  this 
session,  that  Congress  did  possess  the  power,  and 
that  the  only  question  was  as  to  its  application. 
Upon  that  question  of  its  application  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  he  repealed,  had  ever  been  divided. 
Now,  what  induced  the  Whig  party  to  favor  it? 
The  same  thing  that  induced  them  to  favor  every 
other  proposition  which  the  Democratic  party  op- 
posed. It  was  the  only  basis  or,  which  tjiey  could 
agree.  They  came  into  power  in  1840,  and  they 
could  not  hold  together  ninety  days.  The  mo- 
ment they  came  to  compare  the  opinions  of  differ- 
ent individuals  from  different  sections  of  the  coun- 
try, why,  the  confusion  of  Babel  was  harmony 
in  comparison  to  their  action. 

It  had  been  said  here  by  another  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Thompson,]  at  a  former  part  of  the 
session,  that,  when  Mr.  Tyler  became  a  little  Dem- 
ocratic, they  abandoned  him.  Now,  that  was  true; 
and,  had  he  become  thoroughly  Democratic,  the 
Democratic  party  would  have  endorsed  him;  but 
as,  in  the  Christian  world,  a  man  must  forsake  the 
Devil  and  all  his  works,  so  in  the  political  world  a 
man  must  shake  off  every  vestige  of  Whiggery, 
in  all  its  connections,  or  he  could  never  be  a  Dem- 
ocrat. A  gentleman  near  him  said  "  a  modern 
Democrat."  No,  nor  an  ancient  Democrat.  What 
were  Jefferson's  opinions  upon  a  national  bank  as 
long  ago  as  the  administration  of  General  Wash- 
ington ?  He  gave  his  opinions  against  it,  and  never 
changed  those  opinions.  What  was  the  opinion  of 
Mr.  IVIadison  on  the  same  question?  Against  it; 
yielding  in  an  evil  hour,  as  he  had  before  said,  to 
what,  in  his  own  language,  seemed  to  be  the  will 
of  the  people.  What  was  the  opinion  of  modern 
Whiggery?  He  had  heard  honorable  gentlemen 
say  that  party  sprung  up  in  1832.  What  built 
them  up?  General  Jackson's  veto  of  the  bank. 
They  took  ground  against  him,  and  declared  that 
this  country  was  to  be  and  should  be  ruined  with- 
out that  institution.  This,  let  him  tell  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side,  was  modern  Whiggery,  but  it 
was  ancient  Federalism. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  said  General  Jackson  had  ac- 
knowledged the  constitutionality  of  a  bank. 

Mr.  STUART.  General  Jackson  did  not  show 
much  belief  in  the  constitutionality  of  a  national 
bank  when  he  placed  his  veto  upon  it.  The  Whig 
party  placed  upon  the  records  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  a  resolution  censuring  General  Jack- 
son— and  in  violation,  too,  of  the  Constitution — for 
the  measures  he  adopted  against  that  institution; 
and  yet  modern  Whiggery  was  ancient  Democ- 
racy I  Gracious  Heavens  !  only  think  of  it!  [A 
laugh.]  A  Whig,  who  dared  not  declare  in  con- 
vention what  he  thinks,  who  had  not  the  moral 
courage  on  the  floor  of  this  House  to  define  his 
position,  because  he  wanted  to  wire  in  and  wire 
out — because  the  question  of  success  was  the  only 
question  they  had  at  heart;  such  a  Whig  to  claim 
to  monopolize  the  ancient  Democracy  I 

But  we  never  should  get  General  Taylor's  opin- 
ions on  this  question,  it  seemed.  Although  he  had 
been  written  to  some  six  weeks  since — he  lived  off 
the  mail  route — his  letter  could  not  reach  him,  and 
we  could  not  receive  his  answer!  He  lived  in  a 
back  country ,  where  nobody  travelled  except  some 
two  or  three  men  who  had  him  in  charge.  We 
should  never  get  his  opinions  on  these  questions, 
he  (Mr.  S.)  undertook  to  say. 

But,  in  reference  to  the  little  book  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  had  taken  the  pains  to  send  to 
the  Clerk's  desk  to  have  read.  That  Chicago 
Convention  was  a  great  convention.  There  were 
a  great  many  distinguished  men  there,  and  they 
went  there  for  important  purposes.  They  had  no 
doubt  at  heart  the  success  of  improvements  of 
harbors  and  rivers.  But  the  people  would  consider 
it  a  little  sinirular  that  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce of  this  House,  composed  of  a  majority  of 
Whigs,  who  had  that  subject  in  charge,  had  spent 
some  seven  months  in  briiii^ing  out  a  set  of  resolu- 
tions simply  to  insult  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  and  had  brought  in  no  bill. 

Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania,  referred  to 
a  bill  which  had  been  reported  for  the  improvement 
of  certain  harbors  and  rivers,  and  said  the  commit- 
tee had  made  every  effort  to  pass  it  through. 
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Mr.  STUART  knew  nil  about  the  contents  of  i 
that  hill;  and  he  knew  how  it  had  been  treated,  i 
too.  It  had  slept  here  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  I 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  not  proj^ressed  at 
all,  while  that  committee  had  labored  seven  ironths 
to  set  up  a  report  and  resolutions  to  censure  and  i 
insult  the  Prrsident  of  the  United  States.  ! 

Mr.  HAMPTON  inquired,  if  the  chairman  of  || 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  had  not  made  repeat-  | 
ed  efforts  to  have  the  rule  suspended  which  required 
bill.s  to  be  taken  up  in  their  order,  for  the  purpose 
of  passinij  this  river  and  harbor  bill?  and  did  not 
the  gentleman  know,  that  the  great  body  of  gentle- 
men" on  the  other  side  of  the  House  had  invariably 
voted  against  it? 

Mr    STUART  replied,  Yes;  and  did  not  the 
gentleman  know  that  the  majority  of  this  House  i 
adopted  that  rule? — that  they  had  placed  themselves 
in  the  predicament  where  th'ey  could  not  gel  up  this  : 
bill?   Did  he  not  know  that  western  Democrats  had  j 
voted  for  it  every  time?     Did  he  not  know  that  the 
majority  were  responsible  for  the  order  of  the  public 
business,  and  that  they  were  not  content  with  leav-  i 
ing  the  appropriation  bills  to  keep  their  place  on  ; 
the  calendar,  but,  entitled  under  the  rules  to  [irece- 
dence  over  all   other  business,  by  making  them 
special   orders,  had   overrode  all  other  business, 
and  thereby  made  business  enough  for  the  House 
to  the   first  of  Sepiember?     Tlie  gentleman  told 
tiiem  the  majority  of  this  House  could  not  pass 
the  bill;  it  would  never  do;  they  wanted  to  talk 
about  it;  they  had  kept  the  President's  riiessage 
here  a  month  before  referring  it,  making  it  a  per- 
fect Buncombe  speech  fund.     The  gentleman  need 
not  insinuate  that  they  had  any  such  desire. 

He  came  back  to  this  Chicago  Convention.  It 
was  a  great  convention,  gotten  up  for  great  pur- 
poses, "it  was  intended  to  be  the  Archime  ean 
lever  to  upset  the  Democratic  party;  and  from  the 
East  and  West,  from  the  North  and  South,  the 
grand  sachems  of  Whiggery  attended.  What  did 
they  do?  Insulted  General  Cass  in  open  conven- 
tion. What  was  his  letter?  Gentlemen  might 
laugh  aliout  it,  but  honorable  men  had  got  to  meet 
tlie  question  in  an  honorable  manner.  What  was 
that  letter?  It  was  simply  addressed  to  a  friend  at 
Chicago,  saying,  that  it  was  out  of  his  power  to 
attend'.  Did  gentlemen  doubt  his  opinions?  He 
asked  them  if  they  had  looked  at  tiie  records  of 
Congress?  A  man  who  had  been  here  for  years, 
who,  as  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Went- 
worth]  had  .<!aid,  had  voted  unqualifiedly  in  favor 
of  evfti-y  measure  of  that  kind  which  ought  to  be 
carried — not  for  the  indiscriminate  legislation  of 
Whiggery,  but  for  everything  the  wants  of  tlie 
nation  demanded.  And  yet  gentlemen  did  not 
know  his  position  ! 

If  tliat  had  been  a  great  Whig  tariff  convention, 
and  Mr.  Clay  hati  been  invited  to  attend,  and  had 
replied  that  it  was  out  of  his  power  to  be  present, 
would  they  have  doubted  whether  he  was  a  tariff 
man  ?  No.  It  was  Whiggery  masked  there,  under 
the  pretence  of  the  benefit  of  the  people,  as  it  was 
always  masked,  that  had  insulted  the  best  Demo- 
crats of  the  land.  It  was  Whiggery  that  had  got 
up  this  book;  it  was  one  of  the  emblems  of  the 
campaign;  it  was  modern  Whiggery;  it  was  that 
Whiggery  that  addressed  itself  to  women  and  chil- 
dren, and  not  to  tlie  sense  of  grown-up  men  on 
principle;  it  was  the  Whiggery  that  dare  not  let 
their  candidate  promulgate  his  opinions;  it  was  that 
Wliigiiery  which  concocted  forhim  letters, and  sent 
them  to  him  to  sign;  it  was  that  Wliiggery  which 
hud  put  Genr'ial  Harrison  under  kee[ieis,and  had 
got  General  Taylor  somewhere  in  IJatoii  Rouge, 
KO  far  off  that  letters  could  never  reach  him,  nor 
the  country  hear  from  him  his  ofiiiiions.  The  mails 
were  slow:  the  President  of  the  Philadelphia  Con- 
vention had  to  go  clear  home  to  North  Carolina 
liefore  he  wrote  hirn  informing  him  of  his  nomi- 
nation, and  he  had  never  got  back  a  return  mail! 

Mr.  OUTLAW  said  Governor  Moieheud  had 
wrillcn  General  Taylor  informing  him  of  his  nom- 
ination on  the  9lh  of  June — one  day  after  it  was 
made. 

Mr.  STUART.  Wliy,  then,  don't  the  commit- 
tee let  him  answer? 

Mr.  OUTLAW  was  understood  to  reply,  be- 
cause the  Democratic  Postmaster  General  would 
not  let  the  mails  go  there — would  not  furnisli  the 
proper  mail  facilities. 

Mr.  STUART  said,  that  was  the  very  thing  he 
wanted  to  know.  A  Democratic  postma.ster,  who 
desired  to  know  General  Taylor's  opinions,  if  he 


had  any,  to  condemn  him  before  the  country, 
Jceeping  back  the  means  of  defeating  him  !  That 
was  VV  higgery  with  a  vengeance  !  Why,  he  could 
have  carried  the  letter  himself  on  foot,  and  got  back 
before  this  time.  The  Democracy  wanted  to  know 
General  Taylor's  opinions,  yet  gentlemen  said  the 
Postmaster  General  icunH  let  the  mails  go  there  ! 

But  the  mails  were  certain  between  here  and 
Bulfalo  or  Albany,  where  Mr.  Fillmore  resided. 
Where  was  his  response?  Was  it  true,  as  rumor 
Slated,  that  the  committee  thought  best  not  to  pub- 
lish It  until  they  had  got  Geneial  Taylor's  also? 
I'hey  wanted  to  compare  them:  they  might  not 
agree.  The  opinions  of  Mr.  Fillmore  were  known; 
he  was  known  to  be  a  United-Slates-Bank  man — 
a  high-tariii'man — a  Wilmot-proviso  man,  with  a 
little  tincture  of  abolitionism.  Now,  it  was  not 
known  how  Geneial  Taylor's  opinions  might  tally 
witli  Mr.  Fillmore's;  hence  it  was  necessary  to 
detain  this  letter  until  they  heard  from  Baton  Rouge. 
Now,  It  would  never  be  heard  from;  the  letter  would 
never  come;  but  we  should  be  told  by  and  by,  as 
we  were  told  about  General  Harrison,  that,  there 
was  to  be  "  no  further  declaration  of  principles  for 
the  public  eye." 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  said  he  thought  the 
gentleman  was  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  corre- 
spondence with  General  Taylor.  He  had  seen  it 
stated  in  the  "  Buena  Vista,"  published  at  Balti- 
more, that  General  Taylor  had  written  a  letter  to 
the  committee,  and  that  they  would  not  publish  it. 
Mr.  STUART  had  seen  that  statement,  but 
as  they  had  the  assurance  of  so  many  gentlemen, 
whose  opinions  they  were  bound  to  respect,  that 
the  letter  would  come,  he  must  conclude  that  the 
letter  was  on  the  way;  but  it  was  coining  slowly, 
remarkably  slowly  ! 

Was  It  not  a  little  remarkable  that  the  Whig 
party  had  taken  up  a  man  whose  opinions  no  man 
knew?  Gentleman  liad  been  asked  on  this  lloor 
again  and  again,  what  General  Taylor's  opinions 
were  on  various  subjects,  and  they  had  answered, 
"  1  don't  know."  1  lie  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
[Mr.  Haskell]  had  been  asked  whether  he  would 
veto  the  Wilmot  proviso?  He  replied,  "I  don't 
know;"  and  thus  had  ail  answered  who  had  been 
called  upon.  For  a  party  that  claimed  to  be  a 
parly  ot  principle — that  their  principles  pervaded 
ihe  whole  atmospliere — that  the  very  sun  that 
shines  but  throws  ihein  before  the  American  peo- 
ple, to  have  put  up  a  candidate  whose  princqiles 
ihey  did  not  know,  and  ask  the  people  to  vole  for 
him  on  that  ground — was  an  appropriate  exhibi- 
tion of  Whiggery,  and  could  be  looked  for  from 
no  other  party ! 

Now  there  liad  been  a  document  put  forth  here — 
no  doubt  by  some  very  able  member  of  Congress; 
he  should  not  be  surprised  if  it  were  the  same  who 
was  connected  with  writing  the  Allison  letter — in 
which  It  was  attempted  to  prove  that  neither  Mr. 
Clay  nor  any  other  man  who  had  adhered  to  prin- 
ciple in  the  Whig  parly,  could  be  elected.  It 
staled  that  the  eflbrt  iiad  been  made  in  1844,  and 
tlial  they  had  been  voted  down;  that  the  only 
safety,  ilieielbre,  was  to  take  a  man  with  no  prin- 
ciples, tliat  would  be  supported  by  individuals  of 
all  parties,  and  thai  they  might  be  enabled  by  hook 
or  by  crook  to  elect  him;  and  they  seemed  very 
failhlully  to  be  acting  on  that  proposition.  An 
eminent  gentleman  Ironi  Maryland  had  [iroclaimed 
all  over  the  country,  that  the  old  issues  were  aban- 
doned, that  General  Taylor  would  not  be  the  ex- 
ponent of  the  principles  of  any  party;  that  if  he 
run,  he  was  to  be  the  candidate  of  the  people  at 
large;  and  that,  if  elected,  he  would  not  carry  out 
the  principles  of  any  particular  party.  Now,  gen- 
tleman said  General  Taylor  was  a  Whig.  I'hat 
he  was  an  honest  man  he  (Mr.  S.)  believed;  and 
he  told  us  that  for  Ibrty  years  he  had  not  known, 
and  declared  he  now  knew  nothing  of  the  great  ques- 
tions which  divided  the  great  parties  of  the  coun- 
try. Out  of  his  own  mouth  he  told  us  that  he  was 
utterly  unfit  to  be  President  of  the  United  Slates; 
and  yet  gentlemen  insisted  that  he  was  the  prop- 
crest  man  in  all  the  world. 

He  had  already  consumed  more  time  than  he 
had  intended,  but  ho  wished  to  say,  in  conclusion, 
that  he  earnestly  hoped  that  gentlemen  who  should 
take  the  lloor  on  the  other  side,  would  undertake 
to  tell  the  House  definitely  what  were  the  opinions 
of  General  'I'aylor  on  the  leading  questions  of  the 
day.  Don't  tell  us,  you  don't  know,  (said  Mr.  S.;) 
tell  us  what  they  are.  Don't  attack  the  Democ- 
racy of  the  country,  and  question  their  opinions, 


whose  opinions  you  know,  and  undertake  to  seek 
shelter  under  the  smoke  and  dust  you  kick  up:  tell 
us  what  you  mean  to  do  yourselves.  And  now  he 
would  tell  what  he  thought  they  intended  to  do: 
from  the  history  of  that  party,  since  he  had  knowa 
it,  he  was  prepared  to  say  they  intended  to  do  just 
that  which  they  mostloudly  condemned.  If  they 
charged  the  Democratic  parly  with  trickery  and 
treachery,  with  undertaking  to  palm  oft' opinions 
which  were  not  their  real  sentiments,  let  gentle- 
men, and  let  the  country,  be  assured  that  they  in- 
tended to  be  trickish  and  knavish  themselves. 
When,  in  1840,  they  had  insisted  they  were  op- 
posed to  a  bank,  they  were  found  then  breaking 
up  their  party  for  the  sake  of  establishing  one. 
When  they  were  now  found  insisting  that  all  the 
old  issues  had  become  obsolete,  let  the  people  be 
assured  they  wanted  to  fasten  upon  the  country  the 
same  issues.  When  they  charge  that  General 
Cass,  although  he  had  come  out  and  proclaimed 
his  opinions,  and  published  them  to  the  world,  and 
with  the  rapidity  of  the  press,  not  with  the  slow- 
ness of  the  mail,  meant  to  deceive  the  South  and 
the  North,  let  the  people  be  assured  they  were  en- 
deavoring to  have  General  Taylor  do  the  same 
thing.  When  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  had 
told  the  House  that  General  Cass  had  changed  his 
opinion  on  the  annexation  of  Texas — that  when 
fii St  agitated  he  was  opposed  to  it,  and  declared,  if 
England  wanted  it  let  her  have  it — he  would  like 
to  know  the  gentleman's  authority. 

Mr.  SMITH  was  understood  to  refer  to  Mr. 
Howard,  as  having  heard  this  opinion  from  Gen- 
eral Cass's  own  lips. 

Mr.  STUART.  Yes;  Jacob  M.  Howard— a 
man  who,  whatever  was  his  private  character,  po- 
litically had  only  the  reputation  of  bullying  every- 
body opposed  to  him.  Tell  it  not  in  Gath  !  Pub- 
lish it  not  in  the  streets  of  Askelon  !  General 
Cass's  opinions  had  been  published  to  the  world. 
He  had  never  said  any  such  thing.  General  Cass 
had  been  in  favor  of  the  annexation  of  Texas;  the 
Democratic  party  had  always  been.  They  had 
embarked  in  it  early  in  his  State.  They  had  placed 
on  their  banner  the  "  lone  star"  when  all  the  New 
England  Federalists  had  gone  against  it.  By  their 
course  they  had  brought  on  the  war.  We  had  the 
evidence  of  the  Commissioners  to  Mexico,  since 
the  formation  of  the  treaty,  that  Mexico  never  be- 
lieved that  Texas  was  not  entitled  to  go  to  the  Rio 
Grande;  that  although  the  troops  of  Mexico  had 
made  incursions  this  side  of  the  river,  they  had 
always  been  driven  back.  These  gentlemen,  and 
that  party  who  had  been  endeavoring  to  make 
the  country  believe  that  the  jurisdiction  of  Mexico 
extended  to  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  had 
brought  on  the  war  by  the  course  they  had  taken. 
The  Democracy  of  the  country  had  supported  the 
annexation  of  Texas  and  the  IVlexican  war.  How 
stood  the  Whig  party  now,  who  had  condemned 
the  war  from  first  to  last,  as  an  "unconstitutional," 
"  unnecessnry,""damnable"  war;  whohad  recom- 
mended our  soldiers  to  "  hospitable  graves"  in  that 
country?  They  had  chosen  a  man  as  their  candi- 
date for  the  Presidency  who  had  no  other  reputa- 
tion as  a  public  man  except  what  he  had  got  througli 
this  war.  It  reminded  him  of  what  old  Thad. 
Wood  said  when  he  imprisoned  his  father-in-law 
for  debt.  He  said  it  "  made  him  feel  like  h — II, 
but  he  wanted  the  money."  These  gentlemen  felt 
bad.  They  had  mourned  over  and  condemned  the 
sin  and  wickedness  of  this  war  before  the  country, 
and  yet  they  wanled  the  oflices;  and  so  they  had 
selected  the  man  who  had  acted  a  prominent  part 
as  a  commanding  general  in  this  disgraceful,  un- 
holy war  ! 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  interposed,  and  wished 
to  ask  the  gentleman  if  General  Cass  had  changed 
his  mind  on  the  subject  of  the  Wilmot  proviso? 

Mr.  STUART  replied  he  had.  General  Cass 
had  written  it  in  black  and  white,  and  spread  be- 
fore the  world,  that  he  had. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  inquired  if  it  was 
the  Nicholson  letter  the  gentleman  referred  to,  or 
a  private  letter  ? 

Mr.  STUART  replied,  that  he  referred  to  the 
Nicholson  letter,  in  which  he  said  that  a  change 
had  taken  place  in  his  mind.  He  (Mr.  S.)  believed 
certain  gentlemen  at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol — • 
Messrs.  Clayton,  Phelps,  and  we  should  sec  how 
many  others— had  changed  their  opinions  also. 
Now,  he  would  like  to  know  from  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  whether  he  had  changed  his  opinion 
on  the  subject  ? 
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Mr.  SMITH  replied,  he  bad  not. 

Mr.  STUART  wanted  to  know,  then,  what  was 
General  Taylor'sposiiion  on  thatsubject;  he  wished 
the  ffenlleman  to  answer  him,  not  to  tell  him  "  1 
don't  know." 

Mr.  SMITH  declining  to  answer — 

Mr.  STUART  said,  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  were  very  apt  at  asking  questions,  but  had 
not  the  moral  courage  to  answer  them.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  could  write  letters  to  his  con- 
stituency— hecould  make  General  Taylorall  things 
to  all  men,  but  he  ought  to  have  the  moral  courage, 
as  the  Representative  of  a  noble  constituency,  to 
stand  up  here  and  say  what  were  the  opinions  of 
his  candidate.  Gentlemen  on  his  side  of  the 
House  had  been  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Schenck]  that  the  Democratic  party  "  went 
it  blind"  for  all  the  measures  of  Mr.  Polk.  He 
would  like  to  know  whether  the  Whig  party  were 
not  "  going  it  blind,"  too  ? 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  inquired  if  the  gentle- 
man was  in  favor  of  the  Wilmot  proviso  ? 

Mr.  STUART  replied,  he  was.  Now  did  the 
gentleman  wish  to  inquire  further.' 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  if  the  gentleman  was  for 
General  Cass? 

Mr.  STUART  said  he  was  for  General  Cass, 
because  by  his  election  the  Democracy  would  sus- 
tain the  great  principles  of  the  party  for  which  they 
had  contended  twenty  years;  because  he  was  emi- 
nently qualified  for  the  duties  of  that  exalted  sta- 
tion, was  "honest,  capable,  and  faithful  to  the 
Constitution;"  because  he  was  the  chosen  candi- 
date of  the  Democratic  party,  under  the  control  of 
■which  this  vexed  question  must  be  settled,  if  it 
should  ever  be  settled,  with  a  just  regard  to  the 
true  interests  of  the  people  of  the  whole  nation. 

Mr.  S.'s  hour  here  expired. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  proceeded  to  address  the  House. 
He  said  he  felt  some  anxiety  yesterday  to  obtain 
the  floor  to  make  some  few  remarks  on  the  subject 
before  them,  (the  veto,  or  the  one-man  power,  so 
called,)  but  without  any  intention  at  that  time  to 
go  into  a  lengthened  argument  on  the  question  at 
issue.  He  was  induced  to  take  some  further  in- 
terest now  in  this  great  issue  before  the  country, 
from  the  fact,  that^  after  some  eight  or  nine  years' 
experience  as  a  member  of  this  body,  he  believed 
he  might  say  it  was  the  first  time  now  within  his 
recollection  that  he  had  witnessed  in  this  body  a 
deliberation  and  discussion  amongst  its  members 
on  both  sides  of  the  House,  in  reference,  not  to 
what  are  the  views  of  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  not 
in  reference  to  what  are  the  wants  of  the  country, 
not  in  reference  to  what  are  the  instructions  sent 
up  to  them  by  their  constituencies  fiom  the  polls, 
but  as  to  ivhat  is  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  officer 
of  this  Government  on  a  great  legislative  question; 
and  it  was  asked  that  we  should  frame  a  bill  so  as 
to  suit,  not  our  own,  but  the  taste  of  the  President. 

Mr.  FARAN  desired  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia to  yield  him  the  floor  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  hoped  the  gentleman  would  waive 
it  until  he  was  through  with  his  remarks.  He 
meant  no  discourtesy  to  the  gentleman,  but  he  de- 
sired to  proceed  without  interruption;  he  should 
certainly  say  nothing  oflensive  to  any  one,  unless 
the  truth  itself  was  so. 

Mr.  LAHM  now  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
He  wished  simply  to  ask  the  Speaker  whether  this 
discussion  was  in  order?  He  did  not  raise  this 
question  because  he  objected  to  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  proceeding  in  his  remarks,  but  because 
he  thought  that  they  should  transact  their  legiti- 
mate business  here,  and  then  go  home  and  make 
their  political  speeches  on  the  stump. 

The  SPEAKER  informed  the  gentleman  that 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  which  was  before  thie 
House  involved  almost  every  question  that  could 
possibly  be  discussed.  He  was  unwilling  to  call 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  order  after  the 
general  discussion  which  had  been  indulged  in. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  resumed.  E.xactly  so.  He  was 
saying  when  he  was  interrupted  by  the  gentleman 
who  had,  he  believed,  but  a  few  days  before,  made 
a  speech  on  this  bill,  that,  after  some  years'  expe- 
rience in  this  House,  it  was  the  first  time  that  he 
had  heard  a  grave  deliberation  here,  not  as  to  what 
were  the  wishes  of  the  country,  or  of  the  opinions 
of  the  House,  but  what  is  the  will  of  him  who  sits 
at  the  other  end  of  the  avenue  as  the  Executive 
officer  of  this  Government?  Now,  he  must  say, 
ihat,  with  all  respect  for  his  Democratic  friends  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House— badly  as  he  had 


thought  of  the  consistency  of  modern  Democracy, 
and  while  he  had  been  from  pi  inciple  only  opposed 
to  that  party — he  now  thought  worse  of  its  prac- 
tices since  he  saw  its  tendency,  growing  and  still 
increasing,  to  concentrate  all  power  in  the  hands 
of  one  man;  and  if  there  was  no  other  issue  in  the 
approaching  Presidential  contest  between  General 
Taylor  on  the  one  side,  and  General  Cass,  the  au- 
thor of  the  book  which  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana [Mr  Smith]  read  this  morning  in  the  hearing 
of  the  House,  that  great  question  of  the  power  of 
the  President  over  the  legislation  of  the  country 
would  of  itself  be  a  platform  broad  enough  to  stand 
upon.  Here,  then,  was  the  Whig  platform.  The 
gentlemen  opposite  asked  them  for  their  political 
platform;  and  to  that  he  replied  they  planted  their 
foot  where  they  stood  in  1832,  when  gentlemen 
had  said  the  Whig  party  was  again  re-formed  as 
it  had  before  existed  in  the  days  of  the  Revolution, 
when  resistance  was  successfully  made  by  obr 
ancestors  to  this  centralizing  power  now  claimed 
for  the  President  of  a  Republic,  instead  of  King 
George  III.,  the  great  father  of  monarchical  Eng- 
land, who  claimed  a  right  to  rule  his  colonies  with- 
out the  interposition  of  the  will  of  the  people,  as 
they  thought  proper  to  express  it. 

What  were  the  principles  of  the  party,  he  would 
ask,  with  which  he  was  associated  ?  And  what 
were  the  principles  of  the  party  with  which  gen- 
tlemen opposite  are  connected  ?  The  party  to  which 
he  belonged  came,  as  it  had  ever  come,  and  as  gen- 
tlemen well  knew,  in  open  and  undisguised  oppo- 
sition to  the  one-man  power;  and  they  came  with 
the  determination  to  do  everything  that  was  fair 
and  proper  to  curtail  the  power  and  control  the 
grasping  influence  of  the  Executive  officer  of  this 
Government.  Tiiis  constituted  a  Whig  in  '76;  it 
constitutes  one  now.  But  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side,  so  far  from  cooperating  with  the  Whigs  on 
this  question,  as  they  did  in  the  days  of  the  Rev- 
olution, were  endeavoring  to  carry  out  plans  and 
measures,  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  build  up 
the  power  and  influence  of  the  very  branch  of  the 
Government  they  once  so  much  dreaded.  They 
sustained  the  President,  not  with  the  simple  power 
of  a  republican  oflicer  of  a  free  Government,  where 
the  people  are  supposed  to  be  able  to  enact  laws, 
tlirough  their  chosen  representatives,  to  suit  them- 
selves, but  with  that  of  a  royal  Executive,  whose 
power,  as  exerted  by  his  veto,  shall  be  unlimited 
and  uncontrolled  by  the  will  and  wishes  of  those 
who  at  leastare  his  equals,  in  the  exercise  of  rights 
which  pertain  to  them  in  their  representative  char- 
acter. So  a  distinguished  Senator  [Mr.  Benton] 
had  said,  in  1826,  when  another  individual  occu- 
pied the  office  of  President  of  these  United  States; 
and  to  an  extract  from  the  report  of  that  Senator, 
he  called  gentlemen  's  attention  for  its  truthful  char- 
acter, as  It  now  portrays  the  state  of  things  in  this 
country: 

"  We  must,  then,  look  forward  to  the  time  when  tlie 
fuhlic  revenue  v. ill  be  doubled;  alien  tke  civil  and  'military 
ojjicei s  of  tlie  Fedeial  Government  will  lie  qiiadiupled ;  wlu'ii 
it.-i  influence  over  individuals  will  be  muitijilitd  to  an  in- 
definite extent ;  when  tlie  mmiiiiatiou  by  tlie  President  can 
carr}'  auy  jnun  tlirougli  tile  Senate,  an<l  liis  recuinineudalion 
can  carry  any  meatuie  tliruugli  tlie  two  Jrlou.~es  of  Congiess; 
when  tlie  iirinciple  of  publie  action  will  heopen  and  avowed, 
the  jfresident  wants  MY  vote  and  I  want  his  patronage ;  I  will 
VOTK  as  he  wislics,  and  he  u.ill  give  me  the  office  I  u:ish  for. 
Wliat  will  this  be  but  the  Guvernnieiit of  o;ie  man.''  and  what 
is  the  Government  of  one  man  but  a  monarchy'!  Names  are 
nothing.  Tlie  nature  of  a  thing  is  in  its  sul^stance,  and  the 
name  soon  acconiniodalcs  itself  to  tlie  substance.  The  first 
Roman  Emperor  was  styled  Emperor  of  the  Republic,  and 
the  last  French  Emperor  took  the  same  title  ;  anil  their  re- 
spective countries  wen;  just  as  essentially  monanhical  before 
as  after  the  assumption  of  these  titles.  It  cannot,  he  denied, 
or  dissembled,  bui  that  this  Federal  Government  gravitiites 
to  the  same  point,"  ike.  "  Those  who  make  the  Pre.-ident 
must  support  him.  Tlieir  political  late  becomes  identified, 
and  they  must  stand  or  fall  together.  RIglit  or  wrong,  they 
must  support  him;  and,  if  he  is  made  contrary  to  the  will  of 
the  people,  he  must  be  supported  not  only  by  votes  and 
speeches,  but  by  arms." 

Having  read  this  extract  from  the  report  to  which 
he  leferred,  he  reiterated  the  sentiment  that  the 
Executive  power  was  becoming  dangerous  to  the 
liberties  of  the  country,  and  he  said  it  became  them 
to  listen  to  that  voice  of  warning  of  one  who,  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  had  certainly  distinguished 
himself  by  talents  of  a  high  order  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States,  but  who  was  still  a  member  of 
that  party  now  advocating  the  exercise  of  powers 
the  most  extraordinary  and  dangerous. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  had  not  intended  to  urge  upon 
this  House  the  propriety  of  an  unconditional  ab- 
rogation of  the  veto  power.  He  regarded  it  as 
General  Taylor  had  said  he  did,  "  r«  a  high  con- 


servative ■pojoer,"  but  that  it  "  should  never  be  exer- 
cised except  in  cases  of  a  clear  violation  of  the 
Constitution,  or  manifest  haste  and  want  of  con- 
sideration by  Congress."  'What  said  that  law- 
loving  man,  that  man  who  is  about  to  be  called  to 
administer  the  Executive  office  of  this  Govern- 
ment— the  man  who  with  his  sword  has  fought  its 
battles,  and  with  his  pen  has  maintained  his  own 
and  the  rights  of  his  brave  soldiers — the  man  whom 
it  has  been  attempted  to  disgrace  by  an  expression  of 
puhVic  disapprobation  of  one  of  the  noblest  acts  of  his 
life,  by  the  appointment  of  a  lieidennnt  general  to 
supersede  him  in  command,  and  by  leaving  him 
exposed  to  the  tender  mercies  of  Santa  Anna  and 
his  soldiery,  unless  he  could  make  good  his  way  by 
doing,  as  he  said  he  would  do,  and  as  he  did,  '^ fight 
him,"  in  such  a  way  and  with  a  success  as  scarcely 
the  annals  of  the  world  can  produce  a  parallel.'' 
What  said  this  man,  brave,  gallant,  and  generous 
as  he  is,  when  clothed  with  command,  liut  when 
asked  his  opinion  of  the  powers  of  the  Executive, 
what  said  he .' 

"  Indeed,  I  have  thought  that  for  many  years  past  the 
known  opinions  and  wishes  of  the  Executive  have  exercised 
an  undue  and  injurious  influence  upon  tlie  legi.~lalive  de- 
partment of  ihe  Government;  and  for  this  cause  I  have 
thought  our  system  was  in  danger  of  undergoing  a  great 
change  from  its  true  theory.  The  personal  opinions  of  the 
individual  who  h.a.s  happened  to  occupy  the  Executive  chair 
ought  not  10  control  the  action  of  Congress  upon  questions 
of  domestic  policy  ;  nor  ought  his  objections  to  he  interposed 
where  questions  of  constitutional  power  have  been  settled 
by  the  various  departments  of  Government,  and  acquiesced 
in  by  the  people." 

General  Taylor  had  here  written  a  book,  even 
in  this  short  extract,  worthy  of  being  treasured  up 
by  all.  In  relation  to  all  subjects  of  a  legislative 
character,  he  would  defer  to  the  legislative  will, 
where  it  had  been  deliberately  expressed,  and 
where  it  did  not  transcend  the  bounds  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Such,  said  he,  would  be  his  course', 
looking  to  the  interests  of  a  great  nation  instead  of 
doing  the  bidding  of  a  great  party.  He  has  em- 
phatically declared,  that  while  he  has  '■^ great  car- 
dinal principles  ivhich  icill  regulate  his  political  life, ''^ 
if  elected,  he  "  loould  not  be  the  mere  President  of  a 
party,"  Flow  just  and  liberal  is  the  sentiment; 
how  patriotic;  how  like  the  lana;uage  of  Washing- 
ton, who,  when  about  to  be  taken  from  the  camp 
to  the  Presidential  chair,  said,  "  1  will  go  to  the 
chair  under  no  preengagement  of  any  kind  or  na- 
ture whatsoever,  *  *  *  with  sole  reference  to 
the  public  good." 

That  General  Taylor  was  right  in  his  views  of 
the  alarming  tendency  of  Executive  power,  the 
history  of  the  past  will  show;  and  (said  Mr.  G.) 
I  shall  presently  advert  to  some  most  striking  in- 
stances, as  they  have  been  developed  by  the  opin- 
ions of  gentlemen  on  this  and  the  other  floor  of 
Congress,  or  who  have  at  some  time  occupied 
prominent  positions  before  the  country. 

But  while  he  was  on  the  subject  of  Presidential 
vetoes,  he  begged  to  be  permitted  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  opinion  of  a  distinguished 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  opposite,  [Mr.  C. 
J.  Ingersoll.]  What  were  the  opinions  of  that 
gentleman  in  reference  to  a  former  President  of  the 
United  States — Mr.  Tyler — who  had  exerted  this 
power,  and  what  were  his  opinions  of  the  veto 
power  in  the  hands  of  a  man  in  the  frame  of  mind 
the  President  was  then  said  to  be  by  that  gentle- 
man, in  an  address  to  his  constituents  in  1841? 
He  said: 

"  Mr.  Tyler  is  an  instrument  of  overruling  Providence, 
often  marvelously  snatching  lliis  Republic  from  apparent 
jeopardy,  to  rescue  it  from  the  calamities  of  Ihe  lale  over- 
wrought extraordinary  session.  The  chapter  of  strange  ac- 
cidents conducting  him  to  the  Chief  Magistracy,  is  said  to 
nerve  him  with  a  sort  of  religious  belitf  that  he  is  destined 
through  higher  power  to  wonderful  instrninentality." 

He  said  these  were  the  views  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  in  regard  to  the  peculiar  no- 
tions of  a  former  President,  influenced  by  which, 
and  armed  with  this  power,  there  would  not  long 
be  any  safety  for  the  rights  of  the  people  of^this 
Republic,  when  in  the  hands  of  some  men,  if  en- 
tirely uncontrolled  by  an  expansion  of  the  powers 
of  the  Executive.  A  President  possessing  that 
power,  and  acting  under  the  influence  of  fanati- 
cism, and  such  a  religious  phronsy  as  prevailed  in 
some  parts  of  the  United  States,  with  such  a  feel- 
ing as  that  imputed  to  Mr.  Tyler,  where,  he  asked, 
would  this  veto  power  stop  in  its  operations?  Gen- 
tlemen should  beware  how  they  enlarge  the  opera- 
tion of  this  power. 

Had  the  gentleman  forgotten  that  this  power  to 
check  the  will  of  the  people's  representatives  had 
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lieen  very  rarely  used  by  the  earlier  Presidents? 
Thomas  Jefferson,  the  great  expounder  of  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence,  and  John  Adams,  his 
co-laborer  in  the  framing  of  that  instrument,  had 
exercisedthe  Presidential  office  altogether  for  twelve 
years,  and  never  once  had  iheij  checked  the  legislalion 
of  Congress.  It  liad  been  done  by  others,  it  was 
true,  but  rarely ;  and  it  was  now  matter  of  history, 
that  since  the  reign  of  George  the  Third,  the  King 
or  Q,ueen  of  England  had  never  dared  to  do  that 
which  is  now  attempted  to  be  justified  by  those 
who  would,  as  they  do,  urge  the  President  to  an 
act  which  Queen  Victoria  dare  not  do.  Mirabcau, 
the  great  French  orator  and  republican,  well  said, 
"That  Government  is  a  despotism  wherein  the 
King  or  President  can  say,  such  may  be  the  will 
and  opinion  of  the  Legislature  of  the  people,  but 
mine  is  contrary,  and  mine  shall  prevail.'^ 

Not  only  had  this  exercise  of  the  veto  power 
attracted  attention  here  and  in  France,  but  even  in 
England  the  press  had  seemed  to  be  astonished  at 
the  lendencies  of  what  are  called  Democratic  prin- 
ciples. Says  A  London  paper  in  1841,  when  speak- 
ing of  the  veto  power: 

"  III  monarchical  England  the  sovereign  has  a  veto,  but  it 
has  never  been  exercised  tbr  fifty  years  :  yet  in  Democrati- 
cal  America  the  decision  of  the  people  is  intercepted  frojn 
taking  effect  by  the  will  of  a  siniile  man,  and  that  man  not 
chor^en  lor  the  purpose.  In  England  the  prerogatives  of  the 
Crinvn  are  exercised,  not  according  to  the  private  opinions 
(if  the  sovereign,  but  under  the  advice  of  responsible  minis- 
ters ;  liut  in  America,  the  Democratic  king  refuses  his  as- 
sent to  a  law,  because  it  is  contrary  to  his  individual  judg- 
ment." 

The  gentleman  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Stuart,] 
very  much  to  his  satisfaction,  had  quoted  the  opin- 
ions of  a  distinguished  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina; and,  when  'gentlemen  quoted  such  men  on 
one  subject,  it  was  not  improper  to  see  what  opin- 
ions had  been  held  by  the  same  authority  on  others. 
Did  the  gentleman  quote  Mr.  Calhoun's  opinions 
as  favoralile  to  the  views  of  those  on  the  other  side 
of  this  chamber?  If  so,  hear  what  he  says  on 
another  subject,  and  take  warning  from  him  whose 
authority  is  invoked.  In  1832,  in  his  place  in  the 
Senate,  he  said,  in  reference  to  the  veto  just  then 
sent  in  on  another  subject: 

"He  (the  President)  has  pronounced  the  United  States 
Bank  to  be  unconstitutional,  and  has  of  course  impeached 
the  cnnduct  of  Washington  and  Madison,  (the  former  of 
whom  signed  the  charter  of  the  first  bank,  and  the  latter  of 
the  prcsi-iil.)  and  all  the  members  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress who  voted  for  the  acts  incorporating  them."  "I  am 
mortified  that,  in  tliis  country,  boasting  of  its  Anglo-Saxon 
de-cent,  any  one  of  respectable  standing,  much  less  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Slates,  should  be  found  to  entertain 
principles  leading  to  such  monstrous  results;  and  I  can 
scarcely  believe  myself  to  be  breathing  the  air  of  our  country, 
and  to  be  within  ifie  walls  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  when  I 
hear  such  dictrines  vindicated.  It  is  a  proof  of  the  wonder- 
ful degeneracy  of  the  times,  of  a  total  loss  of  the  true  con- 
eepiions  of  constitutional  liberty.  But,  in  the  midst  of  this 
degeneracy,  I  perceive  the  symptoms  of  regeneration." 

While  he  was  still  on  the  subject  of  the  veto 
power,  as  he  saw  his  colleague  IVom  the  Accomac 
district  [Mr.  Bayly]  in  his  seat,  he  wished  to  call 
the  atiention  of  that  gentleman  and  of  the  House  to 
a  document  he  held  in  his  hand — and  he  did  it  with 
no  disrespect  to  his  colleague,  and  only  to  illustrate 
his  argument.  He  desired  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  it,  that  they  might  see  what  would  be 
the  effect  of  the  veto  power  in  the  hands  of  such 
men  as  some  Presidents  of  the  United  States  had 
been,  as  was  said  by  actions,  and  who  were  un- 
controlled by  the  popular  will  and  the  popular  feel- 
ing, and  who  wantordy  trampled  State  rights  and 
the  Constitution  under  foot.  His  honorable  col- 
league, with  whom  he  had  had  the  honor  to  serve 
in  the  Virginia  Legislature  at  another  period,  was 
himself  a  member  of  one  branch  of  that  Legisla- 
ture in  1&:W,  and  he  then  used  this  language  on  the 
question  of  electing  a  United  Stales  Senator,  as  was 
shown  by  his  printed  speech.  Speaking  of  Gen- 
eral Jackson's  proclamation,  he  said: 

"  llencn  it  was,  as  the  story  goes,  that,  when  Mr.  Ritchie 
began  to  find  fault  with  the  doririiial  puinlsof  the  proclama- 
tion, General  Jackson  ciirsid  Imii  rinlit  cjut,  and  a^ked  him 
whal  tlii^  d— I  Slate  rii^lils  had  to  do  wiUi  the  matter." 

A^ain,  he  naid,  in  the  same  K|)eech: 

"  Hut  the  cautious  and  timid,  relying  on  Gi-neral  Jack- 
son's 7;ro/ci«:o;u— /or  it  is  a  rcmarlmhlcjacl  llml  lie  Ii,ls  jicvcr 
liern  so  touil  in  his  profussioni  of  Democracy  us  <i  lien  Ids  acts 
vere  most  Fcdiral,  idirayi  aicym]ianyi7i g  an  altwk  ujion  llic 
Vjn-titiili)7i  vnlli  tlic  loiulesl  jirofcsnjjis  of  resnrit  f.jr  it — the 
eauiioii- and  iiniid,  rrdving  upon  Itis  piofessions,  folluvved 
him  in  In-  ultra  rcdrraliHiii,"  Jcc.  "Had  the  people  been 
true  to  their  (principles  in  I8y:i,  the  country  would  never 
liave  witnessed  the  misrule,  of  the  last  six  years,  rfiiii;ig 
vhieh  evcni  iliiusc  of  Ihe  CunUilutinn  has  hecn  nolatcd,  anil 
every  JiejnilAi  un  jinnaple  Iraiiijilcd  in  the  dust." 

Such  (said  Mr.  G.)  was  the  picture  as  drawn 


by  his  colleague.  Did  it  not  present  this  great 
question  of  the  increase  of  Executive  power  in  a 
point  of  view  as  strong  and  argumentative  as  it 
could  well  be  made  by  the  language  of  the  gentle- 
man, who  was  always  forcible  and  eloquent,  if  not 
irresistible  and  conclusive,  in  his  arguments?  Mr. 
G.  thought  it  could  not  be  that  liis  colleague  was 
now,  in  sustaining  the  veto,  willing  to  perpetuate 
the  Executive  power,  almost  swallowing  up  all  the 
other  departments  of  the  Government,  as  it  will  in 
the  hands  of  any  man  filling  the  ofKce  of  Presi- 
dent, when  that  officer,  without  even  the  aid  of  tlie 
veto,  should  be  so  potent  for  mischief,  that  he  had 
only  to  profess  a  reverence  for  the  Constitution, 
and  then  to  trample  it  "  in  the  dust;"  and  by  his 
very  outrages  to  cause  "  the  cautious  and  timid" 
to  follow  his  lead  in  overthrowing  "  every  Repub- 
lican principle"  which  loe  are  now  called  on  to  sus- 
j  tain.  The  ominous  words,  veto,  veto, are  sounded 
in  our  ears,  as  if,  in  fact,  the  King  were  coming  to 
put  an  end  to  our  deliberations  upon  his  rights  and 
his  prerogatives.  It  will  be  found,  however,  as  1 
I  trust,  whenever  the  hour  of  trial  shall  come,  that, 
I  though  we  may,  as  the  representatives  of  freemen, 
be  sometimes  "  cautious,"  we  shall  never  be  too 
ignorant  to  know  our  rights,  or,  knowing,  "  too 
timid"  to  maintain  them.  We  shall  do  this, 
whether  General  Taylor  be  the  President,  or  Lewis 
Cass,  the  eulogist  of  Louis  Philippe,  King  of  the 
French,  shall  fill  that  office. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  held  in  his  hand  another  book 
written  by  the  Democratic  candidate  while  he  was 
revelling,  as  our  minister,  in  the  halls  of  the  then 
French  monarchy.  He  liad  not  time  to  read  ex- 
tracts now,  thougli  he  might  publish  some  if  he 
wrote  out  liis  remarks.  It  would  be  seen  that 
General  Cass  had  well  studied  all  the  forms  of  roy- 
alty, with  which  he  was  evidently  much  pleased, 
as  they  were  exhibited  in  the  ceremonies  attending 
the  cries  of  degraded  subjects,  as  they  shouted 
around  the  palace  of  the  Tuileries,  "  Vive  le  Rot .''' 
"  Vive  la  Reine  .'" 

He  had  taken  occasion  to  notice  this  subject — 
the  opinions  of  his  colleague — because  he  yester- 
day spoke  of  opinions  wluch  he  held  when  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Legislature,  in  regard  to  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  He 
had  no  doubt  that  his  colleague  honestly  enter- 
tained the  opinion  that  this  Government  has  no 
right  to  distribute  the  proceeds,  except  in  agree- 
ment with  the  compromise  act,  which  he  wished 
to  preserve.  Yet,  though  his  colleague  attempted 
to  defend  Mr.  Tyler  on  this  floor  yesterday,  {Gov- 
ernor Tyler,  as  lie  called  him,)  he  thought  the 
record  would  show  that  when  his  colleague  pro- 
posed an  amendment  in  the  House  of  Delegates, 
looking  to  the  preservation  of  the  compromise,  it 
was  voted  down  by  a  vote  in  which  Mr.  Tyler 
participated,  he  voting  in  the  negative,  showing 
that  he  then  did  not  regard  the  question  of  the 
compromise  as  of  any  importance,  and  that  he  was 
for  distribution  under  any  and  all  circuinstances. 

Certain  (said  Mr.  G.)  he  was  of  the  fact  that 
Mr.  Tyler  had  in  the  very  strongest  terms  recom- 
mended, while  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legisla- 
ture, "  the  speedy  adoption  of  some  equitable  plan 
'  for  the  distribution  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales 
'  of  the  public  lands  among  the  several  Stales." 
And  he  had,  in  a  very  able  report,  in  the  form  of 
a  preamble  to  a  set  of  resolutions,  urged  the  meas- 
ure of  distribution  as  demanded  by  "  every  prin- 
ciple of  justice."  For  this  preamble  Mr.  'I'yier 
had  voieil,  as  it  was  his  own  language,  his  own 
argument;  and  it  seemed  to  have  been  adopted  by 
a  vote  of  the  House  without  division.  Whether 
his  colleague  voted  for  it  or  not,  was  wholly  imma- 
terial; Mr.  Tyler  had  sustained  it.  Another  fact 
(said  Mr.  G.)  could  not  be  denied,  that  Mr.  Tyler 
had  recommended  distribution  in  his  first  message 
to  Cougress,  had  signed  a  bill  to  that  ell'ect,  and  had 
said:  "  The  mode  by  -which  this  is  to  be  ejected  ad- 
'  dresses  itself  to  the  discretion  of  Congress,  as  the 
'  trustee  for  the  IStales."  Tlie  discretion  of  Congress 
was  exercised  m  a  manner  suited  to  lis  own  view 
of  right,  atid  in  view,  loo,  of  the  declared  opinions 
of  the  President,  which  had  before  so  well  accorded 
with  the  views  of  the  legislative  body.  He,  how- 
ever, in  the  exercise  of  this  prerogative  of  the  veto, 
had  set  u|)  his  own  will  in  direct  opposition  to  the 
Lcgislatuie.  Whether  this  was  done  under  the 
influence  of  "a  sort  of  religious  belief,"  that  he, 
being  "  a  higher  power  "  than  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  had  a  right  theiefore  to  exercise  his 
own  will,  and  not  theirs;  or  wliethcr  it  was  done  in 


a  moment  of  forgelfulness  of  his  former  denuncia- 
tion of  the  exercise  of  this  power,  remains  yet  a 
problem  with  some.  Mr.  G.  would  not  question 
the  purity  of  his  motives.  He  had  some  reasons, 
indeed,  to  think  kindly  of  President  Tyler,  and  he 
hoped  he  should  continue  to  do  so.  He  had  only 
referred  to  his  opinions  on  this  subject  because  his 
colleague  had  introduced  them  on  yesterday. 

In  1834,  in  presenting  a  memorial  from  the  peo- 
ple of  Accomac,  the  county  in  which  his  colleague 
resided,  while  he  was  a  Senator  from  Virginia, 
Mr.  Tyler  said: 

"  Wo  were  told  yesterday  that  the  President  could  not 
retrace  his  steps  with  honor.  What  language  is  this  to  be 
held  by  a  public  agent.'  Honor,  due  regard  to  the  solemn 
obligations  and  duties  ofotfice,  require  of  every  public  man 
to  repair  the  mischiefs  which  his  own  unwise  policy  may 
have  inflicted  on  the  country.  By  what  sort  of  advisers 
must  the  President  be  surrounded,  when  we  are  told  that 
he  would  be  dishonored  by  giving  audience  to  the  constitu- 
ent body,  and  yielding  to  their  wishes.'  His  duty  required 
this  ofhim.  The  country  must  suffer  because  the  President 
must  not  be  inconsistent.  Honor  would  not  permit  him  to 
retrace  an  ill-advised  act,  no  matter  what  come  out  of  it. 
Mr.  T.  would  scout  such  an  idea  of  honor  and  consist- 
ency." 

Such,  then,  (said  Mr.  G.)  has  been  the  course 
and  such  the  language  of  one  who,  my  colleague 
now  says,  had  he  deferred  to  the  will  of  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  the  People,  and  yielaed  to  their 
wishes  on  the  occasion  to  which  he  refers,  would 
have  violated  "his  own  oath."  Sir,  Mr.  Tyler 
himself  did  not  think  so  in  1834,  when  he  freely 
uttered  his  opinions  under  the  solemnities  of  the 
same  oalh,  acting  also  under  the  obligations  of  a 
Virginia  Senator.  Fle  stood  there  in  his  place 
and  boldly  denounced  an  act  of  the  President  of 
the  United  Stales,  involving  a  conviction  of  duty 
on  his  part,  upon  his  view  of  the  great  constitu- 
tional question. 

He  had  no  intention  to  charge  his  colleague  with 
inconsistency;  he  had  simply  spoken  of  these 
things  because  his  colleague  had  brought  them  up 
in  connection  with  the  name  of  Mr.  Tyler,  and 
he  most  cordially  thanked  him  for  the  precedent 
which  the  case  afforded  as  illustrating  his  views. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  his  colleague  was  wholly 
mistaken. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said  he  might  be,  but  it  certainly 
did  not  appear  that  he  was,  from  his  recollection 
of  facts,  and  as  they  would  appear  by  the  record 
itself,  as  he  tliought. 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  he  had  opposed  it  because  it 
was  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  repeated  that  he  charged  no  in- 
consistency on  his  colleague,  for  though  he  might 
even  have  voted  for  the  preamble  to  the  resolu- 
tions, there  might  be  something  else  there  of  which 
he  did  not  approve  in  the  main.  But  he  (Mr.  G.) 
was  speaking  of  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Tyler,  not  his 
colleague's.  He  regarded  distribution  as  both  ex- 
pedient and  constitutional. 

But  there  was  another  point  of  view  in  which 
he  wished  to  present  this  question  to  the  House 
and  to  the  people,  and  in  relation  to  which  he 
would  appeal  to  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the 
House.  When  questions  arose  under  the  Consti- 
tution, presenting  difficulties  in  relation  to  their 
power  to  pass  some  particular  bill  containing  fea- 
tures about  which  they  differed,  where  did  they 
go  for  a  solution  of  their  difficulties  ?  Would  they 
recur  back  to  the  fathers  of  the  Republican  Church, 
or  should  they  go  to  President  Polk,  to  his  col- 
league, to  the  gentleman  from  Michigan,  [Mr. 
Stuart,]  to  their  former  friend  and  President, 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  who  was  now  so  obnoxious  to 
both  North  and  South?  When  a  question  arose, 
Ihey  had  the  right  to  look  back,  instead  of  con- 
sulting any  of  those  named,  to  the  0|)iiiions  of  the 
patriots  in  the  purer  and  better  days  of  the  Repub- 
lic, when  they  did  not  consult  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates  to  know  what  his  views  might  be, 
and  to  ascertain  whether  he  would  approve  a  bill 
if  it  should  be  passed.  They  acted,  according  to 
the  lights  before  them,  as  Representatives  of  a 
proud  and  free  people,  and  did  not  go  to  the  White 
House  to  ask  Mr.  Polk  or  anybody  else  if  he 
would  be  pleased  to  sign  a  bill  if  they  should  pass  it. 
They  acted  on  the  principles  of  our  glorious  Decla- 
ration of  Independence,  which  is  read  and  repeated 
from  time  to  time,  and  will  ever  be,  he  trusted,  on 
each  annually-recurring  national  festival  as  long  as 
time  itself  shall  record  its  annual  round.  One  of 
the  principles  of  that  Declaration  is  an  unfaltering 
opposition  to  the  tyranny  which  had  been  exercised 
over  the  free  people  of  the  colonics,  and  which  was 


1848. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


973 


proved  by  facts,  of  which  this  was  one  exactly 
similar,  that  "  the  King;  had  refused  his  assent  to 
laws  the  most  wholesome  and  necessary  for  the 
public  good.''  Such  was  the  language  of  tlie  Dec- 
laration of  Independence  when  our  forefathers 
were  ruled  as  with  an  iron  rod;  and  such  was  the 
language  of  Whigs  and  of  freemen  everywhere. 

But  he  had  alluded  to  the  declarations  of  General 
Jackson,  and  he  supposed  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  would  admit  that  he,  at  least,  was  good  au- 
thority. Mr.  G.  said  he  fully  concurred  in  the 
opinions  then  expressed  by  the  old  hero,  and  he 
hoped  gentlemen  would  be  inclined  to  remember 
them. 

He  then  read  an  extract  from  one  of  General 
Jackson's  messages,  saying,  if  a  bank  was  neces- 
sary for  the  fiscal  operatinns  of  the  Government, 
he  would  "  submit  to  the  wisdom  of  the  Legisla- 
ture," &c.  Here  was  the  stern,  unyielding  old 
hero  declaring  that  he  would  submit  to  the  wisdom 
of  the  National  Legislature,  if  a  measure  of  that 
kind  was  deemed  necessary;  but  gentlemen  here 
now  told  them  that  this  young  successor,  who  was 
sometimes  called  par  excellence  "Young  Hickory," 
would  not  defer  to  the  will  of  the  people  as  Gen- 
eral Jackson  said  he  would.  There  were  other 
views  of  General  Jackson,  in  connection  with  this 
subject  of  a  bank,  which,  as  they  were  familiar  to 
the  House,  he  would  not  detain  them  to  repeat. 
He  did  not  introduce  them  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
cussing the  bank  subject  at  all,  for  that  was  not 
an  issue  before  the  country;  yet,  if  it  were,  Mr.  G. 
should  not  shrink  from  it.  We  were  content  that 
our  opponents  should  enjoy  their  own  system  of 
a  sub-treasury.  Bad  as  it  was,  it  perhaps  was  bet- 
ter to  endure  even  a  bad  system  than  to  have  so 
much  agitation  as  we  have  had  on  this  subject  for 
so  many  years.  Though  by  no  means  convinced 
of  its  utility,  he  had  determined  (in  the  present 
condition  of  the  country,  burdened  with  a  heavy 
debt,  as  it  was,  by  a  long  and  unnecessary  and  un- 
constitutional war)  to  throw  no  obstacles  in  the 
way  of  those  who,  at  the  head  of  affairs,  had  brought 
these  evils  on  the  country.  He  desired  that  the 
President  and  his  friends  should  have  ample  op- 
portunity to  test  their  favorite  scheme.  Hence  the 
Whigs  would  not  now  press  theirs.  He  had  only 
mentioned  this,  because  other  gentlemen  had  intro- 
duced it,  and  for  the  purpose  of  showing,  that  re- 
garding these  great  questions,  Mr.  Polk  would 
refuse,  as  we  were  told  now,  to  yield  to  the  judg- 
ment of  such  men  as  Washington  and  Madison, 
and  last,  though  not  least  in  the  estimation  of  some, 
of  General  Jackson  himself,  who  had  sometimes 
declared  his  respect  for  the  popular  will,  even  in 
opposition  to  his  own  views. 

Did  he  hear  a  gentleman  say,  Van  Buren  too.? 
He  knew  of  no  connection  of  Van  Buren 's  views 
with  the  veto  of  the  bank.  He  was  once,  how- 
ever, as  he  wished  to  tell  his  southern  friends,  a 
petitioner  for  a  branch  bank  at  the  city  of  Albany. 
Did  they  know  this  when  they  supported  him  for 
the  Presidency?     Oh,  no !  he  supposed  not. 

Mr.  GREEN  here  made  some  remark,  which 
was  not  audible  at  the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said  he  had  already  answered 
that  question  by  the  remarks  which  he  had  made. 
The  gentleman  could  not  have  been  in  the  House, 
or  he  would  not  have  thought  it  necessary  to  inter- 
rupt him.  He  hoped  these  interruptions  would 
not  be  repeated;  he  would  not  be  deterred,  how- 
ever, from  doing  his  duty. 

But  if  he  had  not  another  reason,  he  had  one 
which  in  itself  was  sufficient  to  influence  his  con- 
duct in  refusing  to  support  the  veto  power  in  the 
hands  of  one  man  to  the  extent  that  some  gentle- 
men did  on  the  other  side  of  the  House:  it  was 
derived  from  a  belief  which  he  entertained  from 
the  bottom  of  his  soul,  that  sometimes,  with  all 
the  vigilance  of  party,  men  the  most  unworthy 
would  creep  into  the  confidence  of  the  people.  If 
he  had  no  other  reason,  he  would  be  willing  to  go 
to  the  country  on  that  opinion,  which  was  ex- 
pressed by  one  whose  views  of  the  character  of 
men  would  be  appreciated  by  his  colleague,  [Mr. 
Bayly,]  who  he  saw  was  about  to  leave  the  Hall. 
He  alluded  to  his  colleague  again  in  no  unkind 
spirit;  [here  Mr.  Bayly  left  the  Hall,  Mr.  G.  ask- 
ing him  to  remain;]  and  he  only  referred  to  the 
opinion  which  he  was  about  to  read  by  way  of 
giving  to  his  constituents  and  to  the  House  a  rea- 
son why  he  could  not  support  General  Cass  for 
the  Presidency,  and  thereby,  if  elected,  intrust 
him  with  the  veto,  and  all  the  other  powers  of  this 


Government.  He  should  quote  from  the  document 
which  he  held  in  his  hand,  as  the  opinion  of  one 
who  spoke  under  the  responsibility  of  his  oath  as 
a  member  of  this  House,  and  whose  word  no  man 
would  question,  when  he  spoke  of  his  convictions 
of  the  truth  and  its  force  on  his  own  mind.  He 
should  give  the  House  the  opinions  of  one  whom 
all  who  had  been  associated  with  him  on  the  floor 
of  this  House  would  listen  to  attentively,  and  for 
whom  he  (Mr.  G.)  entertained  the  highest  per- 
sonal respect — one  whose  character,  talents,  and 
position  in  the  country,  entitled  all  his  opinions  to 
respect. 

In  the  year  1837,  while  General  Cass  was  Sec- 
retary of  War,  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives was  appointed,  of  which  the  Hon. 
Henry  A.  Wise  was  chairman,  with  instructions 
to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  Executive  De- 
partments, &c.  The  committee  met  in  a  short 
time,  and  proceeded  with  its  investigations,  when 
the  following  form  of  an  oath  was  adopted  to  be 
administered  to  witnesses: 

"  You  do  solemnly  su-ear  that  the  evidence  you  shall  give 
touching  the  subjects  of  inrcstigation  of  this  committee,  shall 
he  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  hut  the  truth,  so  help 
you  God." 

Mr.  Wise  was  the  first  witness  examined,  and 
he  "  was  sworn  by  reading  himself  the  oath  and 
kissing  the  book."  The  witness  then  stated,  in 
answer  to  a  question  put  to  him,  among  other 
things:  "  I  believe  that  Lewis  Cass,  Secretary  of 
'  War,  was  engaged  in  speculating  in  the  public 
'  lands  whilst  Secretary  of  War;  that  he  made  ex- 
'  orbitant  allowances  to  favorites;  paid  one  for  ser- 
'  vices  never  performed;  another  ofite?-  he  had  full 
'  knowledge  thai  the  favorite  had  forged  his  official 
'signature;  permitted  comn}issions  under  him  to  be 
'  ante-dated;  and  has  ordered  a  treasury  warrant  to 
'  be  paid  to  the  assignee  of  a  disbursing  officer,  ivho 
'  had  gambled  it  away,  after  it  had  been  protested 
'  by  a  deposit  bank  and  was  countermanded  by 
'  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  and  to  have  been 
'guilty  of  several  other  acts  of  violation  of  duty" — all 
of  which  will  be  found  in  Reports  of  Committees, 
2d  session,  24th  Congress,  volume  3. 

Mr.  Wise,  in  continuance  of  his  statement,  also 
said: 

"  I  know,  from  evidence  laid  before  me  by  the  Executive, 
of  many  Instances  of  unlawful  and  oppressive  acts  also;  as, 
for  instance,  the  conduct  of  the  Executive  and  its  officers 
towards  the  Indian  tribes,  particularly  the  Clierokees.  I 
believe  that  the  wars  with  the  Crtek  and  Seminole  In- 
dians have  been  caused  by  want  of  inte^ritii  in  Executive 
officers  of  the  Government;  and  that  the  defeat  of  our  arms, 
which  has  covered  the  nation  with  disgrace  in  these  wars,  has 
been  owing  to  neglect  or  want  of  ability  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment.^' 

Here,  then,  (said  Mr.  G.,)  was  the  testimony 
of  one  who  was  not  speaking  in  the  heat  of  de- 
bate, not  under  the  influence  of  high  or  moment- 
ary excitement,  but  in  the  seclusion  of  a  com- 
mittee room,  under  the  sanctions  of  an  oath,  was 
deliberately  deposing  to  what  he  believed  to  be  the 
truth,  or  what,  so  far  as  his  own  knowledge  ex- 
tended, he  tells  us  he  knew.  That  Mr.  Wise  did 
so  believe  at  the  time,  1  have  not  (said  Mr.  G.)  the 
slightest  doubt.  He  was  one  whose  word,  with- 
out an  oath,  would  be  anywhere  received,  and  he 
had  only  shown  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  oath 
as  proof  of  the  importance  which  should  be  at- 
tached to  the  statement,  as  a  thorough,  regular, 
and  properly-conducted  investigation,  so  far  as 
time  would  allow  it  to  be  carried  out. 

That,  he  would  tell  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House,  was  the  Lewis  Cass  who  was  now 
the  Democratic  candidate  for  the  Presidency  of  the 
United  States.  This  was  the  picture  of  him,  not 
drawn  by  himself,  (Mr.  G.;)  not  drawn  from  any 
one  in  the  heat  of  debate,  as  he  again  repeated ;  not 
extracted  from  any  one  under  the  excitement  of  the 
moment,  as  he  had  shown;  but  it  was  the  deliber- 
ate language  of  a  high-mintled,  whole-souled  man, 
who  was  long  a  member  of  this  House,  whose 
name  and  fame  were  commensurate  with  the  limits 
of  the  Union;  and  he  called  on  gentlemen  opposite 
to  mark  the  statement. 

Mr.  G.  then  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  dare  you  or  I, 
with  this  proof  before  our  eyes,  together  with  that 
which  is  known  to  us  of  his  political  principles 
and  opinions — dare  we,  I  say,  confide  to  him  our 
destinies,  and  those  of  this  our  common  country? 
Shall  such  a  man  be  trusted  with  the  power  of  the 
veto  ?  Shall  the  will  of  such  a  one,  and  in  any  sta- 
tion, be  permitted  to  control  the  will  of  twenty  mil- 
lions of  other.s,  many  of  whom  are  just  as  good  or 
better  than  lie,  if  what  we  see  laid  bare  be  true 


now,  as  it  certainly  was  believed  to  be  when  the 
statements  were  made?  I  regret  that  we  have  not 
now  in  this  House  the  powerful  aid  of  him  who 
set  on  foot  this  investigation.  Other  abuses,  per- 
haps, might  be  ferreted  out  which  now  may 
escape  detection.  His  probing  process  had,  at  the 
time,  given  much  ofl^ence  to  certain  individuals, 
and  particularly  had  the  venerable  editor  of  the 
Richmond  Enquirer  lamented  the  degeneracy  of 
the  times  which  could  lead  honorable  gentlemen  to 
speak  out  in  such  plain  terms  as  their  own  convic- 
tions of  duly  seemed  to  require.  Accordingly, 
some  time  before,  Mr.  Ritchie  had  modestly  com- 
plained of  Mr.  Wise's  style.  He  said,  in  hi.s 
paper: 

"  Bad  Taste. — Mr.  Wise  seems  for  the  present  to  he  imi- 
tating raiher  the  example  of  Tristram  Burges  than  tlie  clas- 
sical genius  of  John  Randolph.  The  following;  extract  from 
hi.s  speech  olthe  12th  January  in  relation  to  the  coniingent 
expenses  of  the  House,  the  public  (irinting,  and  matters  and 
things  in  general,  fall?  into  the  following  not  very  chaste  or 
classical  expressions: 

"  <  That  report  broke  up  the  nest,  probed  the  old  sore,  and 
'  laid  bare  the  corruption  of  that  department.  I  do  not  know 
'that  all  the  foul  matter  has  run  out  yet,  and  that  it  may  not 
'  yet  become  more  corrupt  than  ever.  There  are  some  other 
'  departments  which  I  should  like  to  see  probed.  There  are 
'your  land  offices  and  your  Indian  bureaus,  which,  if  alt  I 
'believe  is  true,  are  now  and  have  been  for  a  longtime  fes- 
'  tering  with  as  stinking  corruption  as  ever  ulcerated  the 
'  Post  Office,'  &c.  '  Sir,  twenty-five  thousand  copies  of  that 
'  report  were  not  half  enough  for  a  population  of  twelve  mil- 
'  lions.  It  told  a  tale  of  corruption  where  all  should  he  as 
'  pure  as  the  air  of  your  mountains  in  a  republic.  Would 
'  that  I  could  believe  it  would  produce  a  real  tona^rfe  reform, 
'  such  as  party  politicians  hold  up  to  the  desire  and  expecta- 
'  tion  of  the  people;  not  a  reform  merely  to  turn  out  and  put 
'  in,  but  a  radical  reform — a  cure— a  healing  of  the  disease. 
'  It  did  all  it  could  do :  it  informed  us  of  the  disease ;  it  let 
'  out  some  fetid  matter.  But  I  fear  it  exposed  a  most  fear- 
'  ful  character  of  the  disease— I  fear  it  is  the  king's  evil  on 
'  the  body  politic  !  It  is  not  always  to  cure  to  become  iii- 
'  formed  of  a  malady.  You  may  stop  up  one  rat-hole,  sir,  and 
'  they  will  gnaw  another.  You  may  cicatrize  one  old  sore, 
'  and  atiotlier  will  break  out  on  some  other  part  of  the  body.' 
"  A  little  too  much  of  this  r.orrujjt  style." 
He,  however,  had  not  been  deterred  from  doing 
his  whole  duty,  for  which  he  received  the  thanks 
of  the  pure  and  patriotic  of  all  parties. 

What  Mr.  G.  meant  by  these  references  was, 
simply  to  show  the  dangerous  tendencies  of  Exec- 
utive power,  and  the  impropriety,  manifest  as  it 
was,  of  enlarging,  by  means  of  the  indiscriminate 
use  of  the  veto,  that  power,  now  too  great  for  a 
republic. 

But  he  had  already  consumed  more  time  on  the 
subject  of  the  veto  than  he  intended  to  do  when  he 
commenced  his  remarks.  He  wished  novi^  to  call 
the  attention  of  his  Northern  friends,  and  partic- 
ularly the  gentleman  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Stu- 
art,] who  cried  out  this  morning,  as  did  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  [Mr.  Jverson]  yesterday, 
Where  is  the  great,  good,  glorious,  and  patriotic 
Harry  Clay?  To  this  question  he  would  put  an- 
other: Where  is  that  sweet  little  fellow,  Martin  Van 
Buren?  [Laughter.]  Where  is  the  man  on  whom 
you  of  the  South  once  bestowed  your  suffrages, 
and  who,  you  said,  served  you  with  fidelity? 
Where,  men  of  Virginia,  is  the  "  Northern  rnan 
with  Southern  feelings?"  His  (Mr.  G.'s)  friends 
had  warned  them  how  they  bestowed  their  confi- 
dence on  the  little  Magician;  but  the  Ilichitiond 
Enquirer  called  upon  them  to  surrender  their  fears, 
and  to  aid  thatgreat  exponent  of  Jeffersonian  prin- 
ciples, as  he  was  called,  to  reach  tlie  Presidency. 
In  vain  his  (Mr.  G.'s)  friends  pointed  them  to  the 
fact,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  stood  up  in  the 
Convention  of  New  York  as  the  advocate  of  free 
negro  suffrage,  and  in  her  Legislature  as  a  Mis- 
souri restrictionist,  and  above  all,  to  the  equivocal 
lanijuage  which  he  used  in  relation  to  the  power 
of  Congress  over  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. On  that  subject  Mr.  Van  Buren  said  express- 
ly, that  he  should  not  feel  himself  safe  in  pro- 
nouncing the  opinion  that  Cone:ress  had  not  the 
right  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; yet,  when  they  called  the  attention  of  the 
country  to  these  things,  their  Democratic  friends 
scoffed  at  the  charge^  and  said  General  Harrison 
was  a  granny,  a  coward,  an  abolitionist,  and  every- 
thing that  a  good  man  should  not  be.  They  said 
the  same  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  shed  tears,  almost,  now 
that  he — so  good,  so  pure,  so  honest— should  have 
foiled  to  get  the  Whig  nomination.  Such  was  the 
language  they  used  respecting  tl\e  hero  of  Tippe- 
canoe and  the  sage  of  Ashland.  They  declared 
that  Mr.  Van  Buren,  though  he  hailed  from  the 
North,  was  peculiarly  the  guardian  of  the  South, 
and  that  he  was  the  man  of  their  choice  rather 
than  the  honored  names  of  Clay,  Harrison,  Bar- 


974 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


July  21, 


bour,  or  White,  ofTenncssee.  No,  saiti  they,  in- 
stead of  any  Southern-borii  man,  give  us  this  North- 
ern man,  wiio  has  claims  because  he  betrays  the 
North,  and  thus  shoivs  liis  devotion  to  the  Soutii. 
But  wliere  is  he  now?  Tiiey  had  pushed  him  by 
aivd  cast  him  off,  as  aicentlenian  said  here  yesterday, 
•'  like  old  clothes;"  and  there  was  none,  not  even 
the  gentleman  from  Michigan,  so  poor  as  to  do 
him  reverence.  Where  is  the  South  on  this  occa- 
sion ?  Where  are  Southern  men  who  have  so 
often  eulogized  this  man  of  Kiiiderhook  ?  1  fancy 
I  see  thein  now,  at  home  apologizinij  for  their 
friend  by  telling  the  ignorant  that  the  Whigs  liave 
bought  liim  up,  and  that  he  is  in  fact  a  Whig,  al- 
ways was  one,  and  ever  will  be,  so  long  as  the 
Whi^s  have  power  to  carry  on  bargain,  intrigue, 
and  corruption.  The  Whig  party  everywhere  in 
the  South  had  cautioned  their  Democratic  friends, 
but  they  neglected  the  warning.  They  stood  by 
Mr.  Van  Bureii,  who  was  now  taken  up  by  the 
Abolitionists  of  the  North,  of  whom  gentlemen  had 
such  a  liorror,  though  they  had  now  discovered 
he  was  tainted  with  feelings  which  they  condemned, 
and  that,  likesomeotlier  men,  he,  too,  has  '^adough- 
face." 

And  now  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  some  remarks  made  elsewhere,  which 
related  to  a  subject  of  great  importance  to  us  all. 
But,  first,  he  would  ask  ihememl)ers  of  this  House 
if  they  had  seen  these  two  lives  of  General  Cass 
which  had  recently  been  put  forth  by  his  friends. 
They  talked  of  the  Whig  party  concealing  its  opin- 
ions and  the  opinions  of  its  candidate,  and  yet 
they  so  mystified  the  opinions  of  the  man  they 
sustained,  by  suppressing  and  interpolating  them, 
that  no  one  under  the  sun  could  tell  what  his  opin- 
ions are.  Ask  a  Democrat  of  the  North,  and  he 
will  get  a  life  of  Gen.  C  designed  for  circulation 
in  the  JVor</i.  Ask  one  of  the  South,  and  you 
would  be  referred  to  his  opinions  as  published  in 
the  lite  designed  for  circulation  in  the  South.  As 
no  gentleman  in  this  House  had  thought  proper  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  country  to  this  fact,  he 
would  now  do  so.  He  held  in  his  hand  two  lives 
of  Lewis  Cass,  printed  at  the  Globe  Office  in  this 
city,  within  a  short  time;  and  of  this  General 
Lewis  Cass,  on  pages  seventh  and  eighth,  they 
were  favored  with  the  following,  which  he  him- 
self had  headed,  "For  the  South, ""For  the  North," 
as  he  had  no  doubt  they  were  so  designed: 

For  the  South.  For  tiik  North. 

"  In  tlie  wiiitur  of  1847,  the  '  VVilniDt  proviso'  vviu  iiitio- 
duceJ  into  tin;  rienate  as  an  aiiiendiiii;nt  to  thn  ihrtie  iiiillioii 
bill,  by  a  Federal  li>eiialor  tVoiu  New  England.  Tlie  design 
oC  the  mover  wa.s  ctvid.^ntiy  to  d.;l«at  tht;  passage  of  the- bill 
to  which  it  was  lo  be  ait.uiied,  and  to  eiiihairass  tlie  Admiii- 
iitr:ition  ill  tlie  pro.-eciUion  of  ilie  war.  General  Cass  voted 
ai^aiiist  tlic  proviso,  for  reasons  given  in  his  speech  on  tlie 
occasion. 

"  It  was  during  the  sessions      "  It  was  during  the  sessions 
of  tliis  Congress  ibat  the  tariff  of  this  Coni;ress  tliat  the  taritf 
of  1643  and  the  ;Md.;peiident  of  Iti^G  and  the  independent 
treasury  were  established.    It  treasury  were  established. — 
is  not  alone  to  the  e.vclusive  General   Cass  gave  to  these 
champion  of  free  trade  and  great  irieasures  the  weii;ht  of 
the  ultra  advocate  of  a  hard  his  influence,  and  his  zealous 
money  currenty  that  the  op-  and  unflinching  i-upport.     At 
ponenls  of  protection  and  tlie  tiic   close   of  that   Congress, 
enemies  of  a  paper  currency  Gen.  Cass  was  invited  hy  the 
nre  to  look  for  the  defeat  of  Democratic  members  of  the 
those  mi^nsures.     Siieli  men  Lei^islature  of  New  York  to 
are  usually  in  the  pursuit  of  |>artake  of  a  public  dinner  at 
some  theoretical  abstraction,  Albany,  as  a  mark  of  their 
which  give.s   them   but  little  appreciation   of  his    brilliant 
iiifhience  with  practical  men.  public  services,  and  their  ea- 
Butitistoiiieiiofenlar;;e(land  timalion  of  his  character  a.^  a 
liberal  Views,  whose  strength  man.     This  honor,  however, 
of  character    and   influence  he  declined." 
carry  conviction   willi    their 
action,  that    the    country  is 
indebted  for  radical  and  iien- 
clicia!  reforms.    General  (Jass 
gave  to  ilii:se  great  mi'a-ures 
the  wi-ixht  of  his  iuHueiice 
mid  hi-  ze  ilou-  and  iinlhncli- 
ing  support.     At  liic;   doe  of 
that  Congris.-),  Gi-iier;il  Cass 
was    inviid    by    the    Demo- 
cratic memhifrs  of  the  l..igi.~la- 
tur«  of  New  York  lo  partake 

of  a  public  dinner  at  Albany,  asamarU  of  their  appreciation 
of  his  brilliant  public  s-rviccs  and  their  estimation  of  his 
character  as  a  man.  Tiiis  honor,  hmvever,  he  deiMincd. 
In  DeCKmbi-r,  1H17,  G  tiicral  Ca.su  gave  Ins  views  at  length 
upon  the  '  VVilmot  proviso,'  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Nicholson,  of 
Teniiessi^e.  In  lliat  l(  Iter  he  avowid  liimaelf  opposed  to 
the  measure,  and  to  Uie  exercise  of  any  legislation  by  Con- 
gres.x,  over  any  of  the  T.rritoiies  of  the  United  Siiilis,  re- 
|ipectJii<;  the  doiiii'.-tie  relations  of  their  inliulntanti.  lie  b.- 
iieved  lliat  all  queslioiis  of  that  nature  shonlil  be  settled  by 
the  pi!ople  lliiMiiselves,  w.io  ouglit  to  be  allowi.'il  'to  n;;n- 
late  thi  ir  internal  conieriis  in  their  own  way,'  and  that 
ConaresB  has  no  more  p  iwer  to  abolish  or  establish  slavi-ry 
ill  such  Teriitorie."  than  it  has  lo  rijgulate  any  other  of  the 
relative  dutie.s  of  social  life— that  of  husband  andwil(;,of 
parent  and  child,  or  ofinaaiter  and  servant.   He  said,  in  aon- 


clnsion:  'The  VVilniol  proviso  seeks  to  take  from  its  le- 
'  gitiin.ite  trihuii.il  a  qucsliini  of  domestic  policy  having  no 
'lelatioii  10  llie  Union  as  such,  and  to  transferitto  another, 
'  created  by  the  peoph^  for  a  special  purpose,  and  foreign  to 
'  the  subject-matter  involved  in  this  issue.  By  goiiis  b.ick 
'  lo  our  true  |>rinciples,  we  go  back  to  the  road  of  peace  and 
'safety.  Leave  to  the  people  who  will  be  affected  by  this 
'question,  to  adjust  it  upon  their  own  responsibility  and  in 
'  their  own  manner,  and  we  shall  remler  another  tribute  to 
'  the  original  principles  of  our  Government,  and  furnish 
'another  guarantee  for  its  permanence  and  prosperity.'  " 

Here  were  pamphlets,  then,  which  were  intend- 
ed for  sectional  circulation,  in  all  respects  identical 
with  each  other,  e.xcept  as  set  out  in  the  extracts 
read.  Talk  about  tricks;  about  sneaking  into 
power  unworthily  !  Where  was  so  palpaljle  an 
attempt  to  do  so  as  here,  in  this  detected  instance.' 
He  did  not  charge  on  gentlemen  on  this  floor  that 
they  did  it.  He  would  not  apply  such  language 
to  them,  though  there  were  men  who,  to  advance 
their  purpose  by  the  election  of  General  Cass,  were 
base  enough  to  do  it,  as  was  shown  to  the  salisfitc- 
tion  of  all.  He  called  upon  gentlemen  to  notice 
the  facts,  but  he  impeached  the  motives  of  none. 
The  country  would  see  that,  in  the  Southern  Life, 
assurances  of  support  to  Southern  institutions  were 
given,  (just  such'as  Mr.  Van  Biiren  gave.)  Ex- 
tracts were  given  from  the  Nicholson  letter,  which 
was  deemed  of  so  much  importance  as  to  have  been 
called  out  bij  a  letter  addressed  to  General  Cass  by 
Soulliem  gentlemen  on  this  Jloor.  Yet,  important 
as  it  was,  giving  his  peculiar  views,  as  it  did,  it  is 
shamelessly  suppressed  in  the  Life  intended  for  the 
Aort/i,  where  these  opinions  were  known  to  be 
unpalatable.  Could  not  the  most  blind,  the  most 
ignorant  see  that  an  atteinpt  is  made  at  deception .' 
And,  he  asked,  is  there  a  single  tnember  of  this 
House  who  could  stand  up  in  his  place  and  defend 
such  an  act.'  In  the  country  he  hoped  there  would 
be  none,  and  that  every  honest  Democrat  would 
repudiate  at  the  polls  the  man  with  the  "  two  dough- 
faces'" thus  attempted  to  be  played  off  upon  them. 

But  gentlemen  had  called  upon  the  Whig  party 
to  tell  the  country  what  their  principles  were;  what 
they  go  for,  and  what  was  their  platform.  He 
would  tell  those  gentlemen,  and  the  country  would 
tell  them,  that,  if"  they  had  no  other  than  that  of 
unyielding,  unchanging  opposition  to  the  increase 
of  Presidential  powers,  and  the  corrupting  increase 
of  the  patronage  of  this  Government,  they  would 
have  a  platform  broad  enough  for  all  Whigs  to  stand 
upon,  and  on  which  they  would  stand,  with  many 
honorable  spirits  with  whom  gentlemen  opposite 
were  now  associated.  He  saw  the  signs  of  the 
times  in  the  Old  Dominion;  he  saw  that  there  were 
men  with  the  independence  and  the  boldness  to 
come  out  and  disavow  the  acts  of  those  with  whom 
they  had  been  united,  and  who  avowed  that  they 
would  not  supportany  man  whose  friends  putforlh 
two  books  to  make  known  his  opinions,  as  they 
professed,  while  those  opinions  were  artfully  sup- 
pressed in  one  of  them.  Tliey  had  asserted  that 
General  Taylor  was  afraid  to  avow  his  principles; 
while  here  was  a  document  from  the  office  of  their 
own  party  press  which  showed  satisfactorily  that 
they  were  afraid  of  the  opinions  of  General  Cas.s. 
He  called  their  attention  to  the  speech  of  the  talent- 
ed Yancey,  of  Alabama,  a  member  of  the  Cass 
Convention,  who  said,  in  his  nomination  the  South 
had  been  betrayed.  If  they  would  not  hear  such 
men,  they  would  not  believe  though  one  rose  from 
the  dead.  He  put  it  to  them  if  they  could  or  would 
discredit  that  young,  honorable,  and  talented  man.' 
He  (Mr.  G.)  had  had  the  honor  of  serving  with 
him  in  this  Hall,  and  he  therefore  knew  how  to 
appreciate  his  statements.  He  already  had  taken 
the  alarm.  He  saw  that  there  was  danger  brood- 
ing; and  now,  as  they  were  called  on  in  1840,  he 
(Mr.  G.)  appealed  to  them  to  look  to  their  rights, 
and  not  to  fold  their  arms  until  the  danger  was 
over:  not  until  1852,  when  the  election  might  come 
on  again,  and  when  General  Citss  might  be  thrown 
aside,  as  Mr.  Van  Burcn  had  been,  when  he,  too, 
as  it  was  now  discovered  by  his  Democratic  friends, 
had  two  sets  of  opinions,  the  one  for  the  South 
and  the  other  for  the  North. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  said  he  had  taken  some 
two  or  three  thousand  of  the  first  edition  of  the 
life  of  General  Cass,  containing  the  extract  relative 
to  the  Wilinot  proviso,  and  iiad  circulated  them 
norih  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  hoped  the  gentleman  would  ex- 
cuse him.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  interru|ncd.  He 
had  not  questioned  the  fact  which  the  gentleman 
had  slated.  He  wished  now  to  call  the  attention 
of  gentlemen  to  another  point. 


Mr.  INGE  rose  and  made  an  observation  which 
was  inaudible  at  the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said  he  did  not  wish  to  be^di.s- 
courteous,  but  he  preferred  not  to  be  interrupted, 
for  he  had  but  a  very  short  portion  of  time  rem.tin- 
ing.  He  had  not  charged  Mr.  Yancey  with  being 
a  supporter  of  General  Taylor,  if  that  was  what 
the  gentleman  had  .said.  He  never  thought  such 
a  thing.  But  he  knew  one  thing,  and  tb.at  was, 
that  Mr.  Yancey  ivould  not  support  Lewis  Cass. 
What  ho  had  to  say  he  wished  to  say  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Michigan,  [Mr.  McClelland,]  who 
was  here  the  champion  of  General  Cass,  and  on 
all  points  of  order  when  raised,  and  in  managing 
the  business  of  the  House,  he  would  do  him  the 
justice  to  say  that  he  deserved  great  credit;  he  had 
that  talent  which  he  (Mr.  G.)  almost  envied. 

Mr.  McCLELL.'VND  took  exception  to  the  re- 
mark of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  was 
understood  to  say  that  he  was  not  in  the  habit  of 
raising  points  of  order,  though  he  rnight  have 
taken  part  in  the  discussions  on  those  raised  by 
others. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  had  admitted  that  the  gentleman 
was  happy  on  points  of  order  when  raised.  He 
intended  no  reflection  on  the  gentleman.  He  had 
thought  he  was  complimenting  the  gentleman.  [A 
laugh.]  But  to  return  to  what  he  was  about  to 
say.  When  this  bill  was  under  debate  yesterday, 
the  gentleman  had  taken  the  floor,  and  was  report- 
ed as  saying: 

"  Mr.  McClelland  remarked  that  the  gentleman  had 
spoken  of  this  provision  for  the  Savannah  river  having  been 
voted  on  several  times,  and  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  being  sustained  by  the  House.  Now,  he  wi.^hed  to 
ask  this  question  :  In  Committee  ol  the  Whole,  bad  not  the 
Whigs  voted  against  the  appropriation  contained  in  this 
item,  and  then  recorded  their  votes  for  it  in  the  House." 

That  was  what  the  gentleman  said  the  Whigs 
had  voted  against  in  committee. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  and  others  rose,  and  de- 
sired to  make  observations. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  said  gentlemen  no  doubt  voted 
as  they  said;  he  did  not  question  the  fact;  but, 
strange  as  it  seemed,  in  the  instance  alluded  to, 
the  Whigs,  as  the  gentleman  said,  voted  against  the 
appropriation  in  committee.  How  this  was,  he  did 
not  know;  they  had  generally  voted  for  it  in  the 
House,  and  so  stood  on  the  record.  This  they  did 
no  doubt  because  they  had  seen  the  propriety  of 
the  improvement,  which  was  actually  recommend- 
ed btj  the  Secretary  of  War  and  endorsed  by  the  Pres- 
ident. They  might  have  given  this  vote  in  the 
House,  too,  with  the  fullest  confidence  that  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  would  stand  up  to  what 
they  had  just  pledged  themselves  in  the  following 
resolution,  which  had  been  passed  by  that  very 
body  but  a  few  days  since: 

"Reiohed,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stales 
vests  ill  Congress  the  power  lo  appropriate  money  lo  open 
and  improve  harbors  and  r<!move  oiislruciions  from  naviga- 
ble rivers,  in  all  cases  where  such  improvements  are  neces- 
sary to  the  protection  and  facility  of  commerce  with  foreign 
nations,  or  the  comineree  among  llie  States." 

This  resolution  passed  this  House  by  a  vote  of 
128  to  58;  the  gentleman  and  26  of  his  pariy  voting 
for  it,  while  24  of  them  did  not  vote  at  all.  Had 
not  these,  he  would  ask,  had  not  other  gentlemen, 
given  evidences  of  changes  of  opinion  .'  And  when 
gentlemen  talked  about  changes  in  the  committee, 
they  should  look,  too,  to  the  House. 

He  wished  now  to  show  what  were  i-egarded  as 
Wilis:  principles  by  a  large  inajority  of  the  people 
in  1839.  There  was  an  extract  of  what  apfieared 
in  the  Richmond  Enquirer  in  1839  as  the  Whig 
doctrine  generally  referred  to,  and  copied  by  Thos. 
Ritchie,  Esq.,  who  was  known  to  gentlemen  on 
this  floor,  from  another  paper,  the  Nashville  Ban- 
ner: 

"  With  the  editors  of  the  Richmond  Whig,  we  hold  that 
all  are  W/ii^s  who  go  for  a  cltaniie  of  rulers — who  are  in 
favor  of  relorming  abuses— of  liiiiiiiiig  E,\ecutive  power — 
of  retrenching  the  immense  annual  expenses  of  the  Federal 
Governmeiil,  increased  by  the  cronomical  Democrats  from 
thirteen  lo  fortii  millions — lor  rescuing  the  national  domain 
from  the  fiind  of  E.xecutive  patronage— for  suppressing  the 
inletference  of  office-holders  with  the  freedom  of  eleclions: 
in  fine,  we  hold  that  all  are  Whigs  who  are  for  nrresling  ihe 
Kiganlic  strides  of  Government  towards  despotism,  mid  ihe 
lendency  of  its  electioneering  policy  to  itttroduce  universal 
corruption.  Jlfr.  Rioes  is  an  eminent  IV/iig  of  this  !~tamp. 
]Ve  trust  l>y  all  means  lie  will  be  reelected."— Nashville  Ban- 
ner, January  24. 

Here,  then,  were  what  were  said  to  be  Whig 
principles  in  1839.  and  yet  the  gentleman  told  them 
that  in  1840  they  had  no  principles,  their  cry  being 
log  cabin,  hard  cider,  ant!  coon  skins.  Mr.  G.  said 
he  had  stood  upon  this  platform  then,  with  other 
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great  questions  at  issue  also — as  the  bank,  tariff, 
and  distribiuion.  Thegentleman  neverthelessasked 
them  why  they  did  not  now  come  up  to  tlieir  prin- 
ciiiles  of  1840.  Why,  if  they  had  no  principles  in 
1840,  how  could  the  gentleman  expect  them  to 
avow  them  now  ? 

Mr.  STUART  said  he  did  not  ask  them  to  come 
up  to  their  principles  of  1840.  He  knew  they  had 
no  principles,  and  thereforehecould  nothaveasked 
them  to  come  up  to  them. 

Mr.  GOGGIN.  The  gentleman  must  excuse 
him.  The  House  remembers,  I  dare  say,  what 
the  gentleman  said  about  hard  cider,  corn-dodger 
eongs,  coon  skins,  &c.,  all  very  good  in  their  way, 
and  the  gentleman  needsiot  sneer  at  them  now  that 
the  White  House  and  its  intended  occupant  is  the 
subject  of  his  thoughts.  He  had  but  a  moment 
left'. 

It  had  been  contended  by  some  that  because 
General  Taylor  had 'that  modesty  which  some  in 
this  House  possessed  not  in  so  eminent  a  degree, 
[laughter,] — he  meant  no  personal  allusion — be- 
cause General  Taylor  said  he  had  not  studied  these 
subjects,  because  he  had  not  made  himself  ac- 
quainted with  politics  while  he  was  fighting  the 
battles  of  his  country,  though  he  was  at  the  same 
time  writing  with  his  sword  its  history,  so  far  as 
it  v/as  connected  with  the  glorious  events  on  the 
Rio  Grande,  at  Palo  Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma, 
Monterey, and  Buena  Vista — because  he  was  doing 
this,  and  was  pursuing  the  honor  and  glory  of  the 
country,  gentlemen  said  he  was  too  little  of  a 
statesman,  and 

The  SPEAKER  cut  short  the  gentleman  with 
his  sentence  unfinished,  by  the  announcement  that 
his  hour  Jiad  expired. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  then  said: 
It  is  apparent  to  every  member  on  this  floor  tlial 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  must  pass  and  become 
a  law  before  this  session  adjourns.  But  the  po- 
sition in  which  we  are  now  placed  is  unprece- 
dented, and  will  astound  the  country.  The  ma- 
jority of  this  House  liave  inserted  into  this  bill 
provisions  which  render  it  impossible  for  a'large 
minority  to  vole  for  its  passage.  But  that  ma- 
jority having  thus  amended  the  bill  and  made  it 
obnoxious,  refuse  to  pass  the  bill  known  to  be  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  the  well-being,  if  not  the  very 
existence  of  the  Government.  An  effort  seems  to 
be  made  to  force  members  to  violate  their  con- 
science, or  leave  the  public  officers  without  support. 
The  whole  civil  list  is  to  be  starved  out,  because 
honorable  Representatives  will  not  sustain  an  ap- 
propriation to  remove  obstructions  in  the  Savan- 
nah river,  in  violation  of  their  well-known  and 
declared  opinions.  For  one,  I  shall  remain  im- 
movable, be  the  consequences  what  they  may. 
I  have  an  abiding  confidence  in  the  good  sense  of 
the  people  to  comprehend  and  appreciate  this 
movement. 

I  hope,  if  the  bill  passes  in  its  present  shape, 
the  President  will  withhold  his  signature.  I  hope 
he  is  not  to  be  moved  from  his  principles  by  the 
fear  of  starvation.  I  believe  that  he  will  not  ac- 
quiesce, under  duress,  in  the  adoption  of  a  measure 
which  would  not  receive  his  sanction  when  left 
fiee  to  exercise  the  discretion  which  has  been 
secured  to  him  by  the  Constitution.  I  believe  in 
the  President's  fii  inness.  He  has  given  the  coun- 
try too  many  evidences  of  its  existence  now  to  be 
doubted. 

But  is  this  movement  made  to  provoke  a  veto, 
and  thus  render  obnoxious  and  unpopular  this 
provision  of  our  Constitution.'  I  hope  it  is  not, 
and  yet  I  fear  it  is;  and  therefore  the  pending 
Presidential  election,  in  all  of  its  consequences, 
opens  before  us.  We  cannot  avoid  the  discussion 
if  we  would,  and  I  would  not  if  I  could. 

In  November  next,  the  people  of  this  Republic  will 
assemble  at  the  ballot-box  to  select  another  Chief 
Magistrate  of  this  Confederacy,  for  the  four  years 
ensuing  the  fourth  of  March  next.  That  selection, 
we  all  admit,  will  have  a  decisive  influence  on  the 
future  policy  of  the  Government.  It  is  impossi- 
ble, in  the  very  nature  of  thmgs,  that  it  should  be 
otherwise.  Our  Government  is  not  the  result  of 
force,  but  of  opinion.  It  is  based,  not  in  the  fear 
and  dread  of  power,  but  in  the  affections  of  the  peo- 
ple. It  is  maintained,  not  by  large  standing  armies 
and  powerful  navies,  but  by  the  intelligence,  virtue, 
and  patriotism  of  the  masses.  In  .such  a  Govern- 
ment, and  among  such  a  people,  individual  men 
sink  into  insignificance,  are  of  no  consequence,  and 
principle  becomes  everything.     Where  there  are 


eighteen  totwenty  millionsof  persons, all  entitled  to 
the  same  political  rights  and  privileges,  all  having  a 
like  interest  in  a  common  country,  it  is  absui'd  to 
suppose,  that  in  their  selection  of  men  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  office  for  the  common  good  and  the 
general  welfare,  friendship  for  individuals,  a  dis- 
position to  honor  a  man  irrespective  of  his  fitness 
for  station,  or  his  capacity  and  experience,  will 
control  the  action  of  the  voter. 

We  have  received  from  our  fathers  a  Constitu- 
tion as  remarkable  for  its  wisdom  as  for  its  adapt- 
ation to  our  necessities.  It  is  the  sheet-anchor  of 
our  hopes;  and  with  one  accord,  all  j^arties  cling  to 
it  as  the  ark  of  our  political  salvation.  As  to  the 
proper  policy  to  be  pursued  under  this  Constitu- 
tion, so  as  to  maintain  the  rights,  advance  the  in- 
terest, and  secure  the  common  weal  of  all,  parties 
have  been  formed  and  kept  up  ever  since  the 
days  of  Washington.  They  first  arrayed  themselves 
under  two  great  leaders,  Jefferson  and  Hamilton, 
both  members  of  Washington's  cabinet,  both  pa- 
triots, and  both  aiming  at  the  same  great  end — the 
perpetuity  and  advancement  of  a  common  Govern- 
ment. 

For  one,  sir,  I  do  not  believe  this  formation  of 
parlies  has  been  deleterious  to  the  prosperity  of 
this  great  Republic;  nor  do  I  believe  the  future 
existence  of  parties  in.  this  country,  formed  un- 
der the  Constitution,  and  based  upon  principle, 
to  be  an  evil,  nor  that  it  can,  by  possibility, 
operate  to  our  prejudice  or  disadvantage.  The 
vigilance  of  the  defeated  party  will  ever  secure  in- 
dustry, fidelity,  and  honesty  in  the  officers  placed 
in  power  by  the  successful  party.  The  people 
compose  the  grand  inquest  of  the  nation,  before 
which  all  must  appear  at  staled  and  fixed  periods; 
their  virtue  and  their  intelligence  are  our  sure 
guarantees — where  error  is  harmless,  when  truth 
is  left  free  to  combat  it;  their  verdict  is  given 
through  the  ballot-box,  and  from  their  decision 
there  lies  no  appeal. 

But  when  parties  degenerate  into  faction;  when 
principle  and  policy  are  merged  in  a  blind  admira- 
tion of  a  great  leader;  when  the  blaze  of  military 
glory  shall  dazzle  the  eyes  of  the  multitude;  when 
"  the  pride,  pomp,  and  circumstance  of  glorious 
war"  shall  lead  captive  our  people,  and  they  shall 
be  called  upon  to  confer  office  upon  a  successful 
chieftain,  "without  a  Why  or  wherefore," — then 
will  a  party,  formed  on  such  a  basis,  become  the 
bane  and  curse  of  the  nation;  then  will  we  begin 
that  career  which  leads  us,  as  it  has  led  all  other 
Republics  which  have  preceded  us,  to  inevitable 
overthrow  and  destruction. 

Whenever  the  cry  over  the  ballot-box  shall  be, 
" aul  Ccesar  aut  nihil,''  and  it  shall  prevail,  then  is 
the  destruction  of  our  liberties  nigh  at  hand.  The 
people  wilt  require  a  ruler,  and  a  Coesar  will  be 
found.  The  watchword  of  the  friends  of  Louis 
Napoleon,  which  has  produced  such  consternation 
in  France,  and  has  been  so  much  ridiculed  in  this 
country — "Am  I  not  the  nephew  of  mine  uncle.'" — 
will  be  as  sensible  as  the  cry  raised  in  this  country 
in  behalf  of  one  of  the  Presidential  aspirants.  Am 
[  not  a  mighty  man  of  valor.'  and  none  shall  stand 
who  opposes  my  triumph. 

But  the  lime  is  not  yet;  our  Republic  has  not  yet 
revolved  around  its  cycle  of  greatness.  The  people 
will  reject  this  appeal  to  their  passions  instead  of 
their  reason  and  judgment;  and  the  result  of  the 
approaching  election  will,  in  my  opinion,  terminate 
in  the  dissolution  of  the  Whig  party,  and  the  per- 
manent establishment  of  Democratic  principles. 

Major  General  Zachary  Taylor,  now  command- 
ing the  western  division  of  the  United  States  army, 
is  the  nominee  of  the  National  Whig  Convention, 
and  of  course  is  the  Whig  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency. For  forty  years  he  has  been  in  command 
in  the  standing  army  of  the  United  States;  and  for 
that  period,  having  been  set  apart  from  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  he  has  never  exercised  that 
greatest  and  highest  privilege  of  a  freeman,  the 
right  of  suffrage;  and  has  therefore  taken  no  part 
in  the  struggles  of  our  countrymen  in  maintaining 
sound  principles,  and  in  advocating  and  furthering 
those  great  measures  which  have  contributed  to 
our  remarkable  prosperity  and  rapid  advancement 
in  all  the  arts  of  peace.  His  action  has  not  been 
associated  with  the  great  body  of  the  people,  nor 
has  he  manifested  any  symtiathy  with  the  masses. 

General  Taylor  has  been  all  the  time  in  command, 
and  has  been  accustomed  to  that  absolute  authority 
by  which  he  saith  to  one  man,  Come,  and  he  com- 
eih;  and  to  another,  Go,  and  he  goeth.     His  will. 


not  the  wishes  or  interests  of  those  around  him,  has 
been  the  law  of  his  conduct.  He  has  never  occu- 
pied any  other  than  a  military  position,  which 
must  have  led  him,  from  its  very  nature,  to  desire 
and  favor  a  strong  and  arbitrary  government,  with 
the  largest  powers  con.solidated  in  the  common 
centre.  He  has  never  held  office  under  a  sovereign 
State,  and  of  course  has  never  studied  the  nature 
of  our  complicated  and  well-balanced  system  of 
government,  having  a  General  Government,  with 
defined,  limited,  delegated  powers,  and  sovereign 
States,  with  reserved  rights;  nor  has  he  familiarized 
himself  with  the  thousand  and  one  difficult  and  in- 
tricate questions  arising  out  of  our  extended  foreign 
relations,  and  the  conflict  of  jurisdiction  and  of 
right  springing  up  under  the  Constitution.  He  is 
a  soldier,  a  lucky  and  fearless  soldier,  I  admit;  but 
still  no  less  the  mere  soldier.  He  has  no  civic 
triumphs;  he  has  originated  or  successfully  advo- 
cated no  great  measure  which  has  promoted  the 
interest  or  secured  the  happiness  of  his  country. 
He  has  been  identified  with  no  leading  policy. 
Even  the  Mexican  war,  which  has  been  conducted 
so  brilliantly  and  terminated  so  successfully,  in 
which  he  has  gained  all  of  his  glory,  does  not  meet 
his  approbation,  if  his  adherents  are  the  true  ex- 
ponents of  his  views. 

Again  and  again  has  he  repeated,  that  in  no  case 
can  he  permit  himself  to  be  the  candidate  of  any 
party,  or  yield  himself  to  party  schemes.  Pie  says, 
in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Delony,  of  Louisiana,  "  that 
it  is  a  right  inherent  in  every  freeman  to  pos.sess 
himself  of  the  political  principles  and  opinions  of 
those  into  whose  hands  the  administration  of  the 
Government  may  be  placed.''  Yet,  in  that  very 
letter,  when  interrogated  "  as  to  the  justice  and  the 
necessity  of  this  war  with  Mexico,  on  our  part," 
he  replies:  "  from  my  duties  and  the  position  I  oc- 
cupy, I  do  not  consider  it  would  be  proper  in  me 
to  give  any  opinion  in  regard  to  the  same." 

A  major  general  in  the  American  army,  engaged 
in  an  active  and  hazardous  campaign  against  a  for- 
eign enemy,  daily  invoking  Heaven  to  defend  the 
right,  and  punish  the  wrong,  feels  a  dtlicacy,  deems 
it  inexpedient,  to  give  his  opinion  as  to  the  justice 
of  his  country's  cause!  1  challenge  the  history 
of  warriors,  from  the  beginning  down  to  this  in- 
stance, for  a  parallel  case.  A  soldier,  a  major 
general  in  command,  daily  and  hourly  risking  his 
reputation  voluntarily  in  the  service,  and  yet  can- 
not say-whether  there  is  any  justice  or  necessity, 
on  the  part  of  his  country,  for  all  the  calamities  of 
war  !  So  much  from  a  candidate  for  the  Presiden- 
cy, wrtio  is  to  be  elected  because  he  is  "  the  honest 
man;"  leaving  the  inference,  that  he  is  the  only 
honest  man  in  the  Republic. 

In  the  same  letter,  when  asked  as  to  the  neces- 
sity of  a  national  bank,  and  as  to  the  effects  of  a 
high  protective  tariff  upon  the  country,  he  re- 
plies: 

"  I  am  not  prepared  to  answer  tliem.  I  could  only  do  so 
aftor  duly  investigating  those  subjects,  wiiich  I  cannot  now 
do." 

Here  he  inadvertently  observed  one  of  the  great 
fundamental  principles  of  elocution — when  you 
know  nothing,  say  nothing.  This  letter  presents 
a  strange  compound:  First,  he  asserts  that  every 
freeman  has  a  right  to  know  the  opinions  of  can- 
didates for  office:  Second,  as  to  the  justice  of  the 
war,  he  cannot  give  an  opinion;  as  to  bank  and 
tariff,  he  has  no  opinion:  Third,  he  "is  no  poli- 
tician:" Fourth,  if  the  people  elect  him  Chief 
Magistrate,  he  will  serve  them;  which  all  men  ac- 
customed to  public  life  understand  to  mean,  in 
plain  parlance,  I  am  a  candidate,  and  would  be 
pleased  to  be  elected. 

This  letter  was  written  June  9,  1847.  After- 
wards, August  3,  1847,  he  writes  his  celebrated 
letter  to  the  Hon.  J.  R.  Ingersoll,  in  which  he 
avows  himself  "a  Whig;  not  indeed  an  ultra  par- 
tisan Whig,  but  a  Whig  in  principle.''  Here  he 
shows  an  astonishing  improvement  in  political 
knowledge  in  a  few  weeks.  But  the  sentence  which 
follows,  shows  conclusively,  to  my  mind,  that  this 
letter-writer,  who  assumed  the  name  of  Mr.  Inger- 
soll, had  misled  and  deceived  General  Taylor,  and 
had  thrown  him  into  a  passion.     He  adds: 

"  .'\nd  ultor  ilie  di.-;cnssioii  wliicti  oconned  in  hotli  llou-^cs 
ol'Coiigicss,  at  till-  la<t  session,  LtniuinL'  out  ot'tlie  capilula- 
tion  of  Monterey— in  uliicli  di>on--sion  yon  iliou.lu  proper 
to  defend  my  conrinct  in  rcaaid  to  tlnit  transaction,  Winn 
assailed  someirhal,  if  not  cntirchj,  on  inirlii  groiiiid^,  ii\  the 
Hou-e  or«inoli  yoiiaie  a  nu'inlier,  for  wliiili  you  liave  my 
fimeie  thanks — wliieh  was  done  in  sneli  a  way  by  tliose 
who  disapproved  that  measure,  I  can  hardly  iniafjino  how 
uny  one  who  was  pieseut,  and  beard  the  speeches  on  that 
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occasion,  or  read  tliom  after  tliey  wore  published,  could  well 
mistake  llio  complcvioii  of  my  politics." 

I  lake  it  for  granted,  that  General  Taylor  was 
imposed  upon  in  tliis  matter  by  some  designing 
man.    But  I  call  upon  gentlemen  to  mark  this  lucid 

Eass<ige.  What  is  the  idea  conveyed  in  it — some 
•emocrats,  "on  party  grounds,"  had  disapproved 
of  the  capitulation  of  Monterey  ?  This  was  taking 
ground  against  liini;  and  after  that,  no  one  that 
knew  him  "could  mistake  the  complexion  of  his 
politics."  Here  the  vindictive  and  intolerant  spirit 
of  a  man  long  accustomed  to  command,  unused 
10  tolerate  disobedience,  and  impatient  of  contra- 
diction, manifests  itself.  But  if  this  discussion 
made  him  a  Whig,  then  I  can  say  that  Whigs  are 
of  easy  manufacture.  But  when  General  Taylor 
discovers  the  fact,  that  not  a  single  Whig  in  the 
whole  land  is  willing  to  defend  the  terms  of  that 
capitulation,  on  the  grounds  on  which  he  placed  it 
in  his  official  report,  which  had  been  laid  before 
Congress,  by  the  same  process  of  reasoning,  "the 
complexion  of  his  politics"  will  again  become 
doubtful. 

When  that  discussion  took  place,  we  had  before 
us  the  official  report;  the  capitulation  and  the  cor- 
respondence which  had  passed  between  General 
Taylor  and  General  Amf)udia;  and  also  the  fact 
had  been  made  known  that  the  President  had  dis- 
approved of  the  armistice,  but  the  reasons  for  dis- 
ap|)roval  were  not  made  known.  Upon  these 
papers  and  facts,  members  of  Congress  formed  and 
expressed  their  opinions. 

In  order  to  a  full  understanding  of  this  subject, 
let  us  recapitulate  the  facts.  On  tlie  morning  of 
the  i9th  of  September,  1846,  he  encamped  at  the 
Walnut  S|-irings,  near  Monterey,  with  an  army 
less  than  seven  tliousand  strong.  On  the  morning 
of  the  20th,  the  fighting  began,  which  was  contin- 
ued for  three  days— 2lst,  22d,  and  23d— with  the 
most  astounding  courage  and  unexam|)led  daring 
by  our  troops.  There  is  not  an  American  citizen 
living  who  does  not  feel  proud  of  his  country  when 
he  reviews  the  good  conduct  of  our  army  during 
those  three  memorable  days.  On  the  night  of  the 
23d,  at  nine  o'cloclc.  General  Ampudia  sent  a  mes- 
sage to  General  Taylor,  saying,  "  As  I  have  made 
all  the  defence  of  which  I  believe  this  city  capable," 
&c.,  "  I  propose  to  your  Excellency  to  evacuate 
the  city  and  citadel,  taking  with  me  the  personnel 
and  materiel  of  war  which  is  left."  On  the  next 
morning,  at  seven  o'clock,  General  Taylor  replied: 
"In  answer  to  your  proposition  to  evacuate  tlie 
'  city  and  fort,  with  all  the  personnel  and  materiel 
'  of  war,  I  have  to  state  that  my  duty  compels  me 
'  to  decline  acceding  to  it.  A  complete  surrender 
'  of  the  town  and  garrison — the  latter  as  prisoners 
'  of  war — is  now  demanded." 

On  this  day.  General  Taylor  said  "  he  felt  he  had 
the  city  in  his  hands." 

The  result  of  the  above  correspondence  was  a 
personal  interview  between  the  Generals,  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  arrange  the  term.s 
of  the  capitulation,  and  the  agreement  that  the 
Mexican  army  should  retain  their  arms,  with 
tweniy-one  rounds  of  ammunition,  march  out  of 
the  city  with  the  honors  of  war,  and  that  there 
should  be  an  armistice  of  eight  weeks'  duration. 
This  was  a  great  falling  off  from  the  first  demand. 

And  what  were  the  reasons  assi^'ned  for  this 
utter  sacrifice  of  ad  vantages  so  great  and  so  dearly 
bought?  Not  that  "  every  military  man  must  admit, 
'  who  has  seen  the  ground,  it  was  impossil)le  to 
'  invest  Monterey  so  closely  as  to  prevent  the 
'  escape  of  the  garrison;"  not  "  the  consideration 
'  of  humanity  was  present  in  my  mind  during  the 
'  conference  which  led  to  the  convention,  and  out- 

*  weighed,  in  my  JucL'mcnt,  the  doubtfid  advan- 
'  tagcs  lo  be  gained  by  the  resumption  of  the  attack 

•  upon  the  town;"  not  "  at  the  date  of  the  surren- 
'  der  of  Mimierey,  our  force  had  not  more  than 
'  ten  days'  rations." 

These  rea.sons  were  after-thoughts,  urged  upon 
a  re-argument  of  the  case.  Tiiese  were  military 
reasons,  and  none  are  so  good  judges  of  their  sou nd- 
nesa  as  military  men. 

But  be  it  ever  remembered  and  kept  in  mind, 
that  the  only  reasons  laid  before  Congress  weie 
contained  in  General  I'aylor'a  official  report,  in 
these  word.s; 

"It  will  hn  Bern  that  llie  ti  riiiJ  granted  iIik  Mexican  i;ar- 
rl.i'in  nre  li;ss  rignroii"  llian  tho-c-  first  inipoufd.  1'hc  ii<dhml 
defence  of  Ihf  t^mi,  mil  lltr  f,vl  of  a  r:rcnJ  change  of  Goi-rrii- 
menl  in  Mi:riro,  ticlivrcl  lo  In-  faroriilde  to  the  i>i<('if.s/v  of 
licitcc,  indiici  d  iiic  to  concur  with  the  comniiHsion  in  lln  I'r 
tcrinu,  which  will,  I  tru^t,  ruccive  Uie  ii|)pruval  of  the  Uov- 


ernnient.  Tlie  latter  consideration  also  prompted  tlie  con- 
vention for  a  temporarij  stisjieiLsion  of  hostilities.  Though 
scarcely  warranted  hy  niv  instructions,  yet  the  cliaii{;e  of 
affairs  since  those  instructions  were  issued,  seemed  to  war- 
rant this  course.  I  hes:  to  be  advised  as  early  as  practicable 
whether  I  have  met  the  views  of  llie  Government  in  these 
particulars." 

Here  is  the  whole  argument  in  behalf  of  the 
terms  of  the  capitulation,  by  which  an  entire  hos- 
tile army  was  released,  and  an  eight  weeks'  cessa- 
tion of  hostilities  conceded  to  them. 

Mr.  BARROW  here  interposed,  and  said  that 
he  understood  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  to 
say  that  not  a  single  Whig  was  willing  to  defend 
the  capitulation.  Now,  he  would  say  he  was  ready 
to  defend  that  capitulation,  and  had  always  done 
so. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  continued.  The  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  is  not  exactly  correct.  I  do  not, 
nor  have  I  said  that  there  is  no  one  found  to  de- 
fend the  capitulation.  I  know  to  the  contrary. 
But  I  have  yet  to  find  the  man  who  defends  the 
terms  of  the  capitulation,  for  the  reasons  furnished 
in  General  Taylor's  official  report,  and  [larticularly 
that  portion  of  the  capitulation  which  ever  gave 
rise  to  any  discussion — the  armistice.  The  sole 
reason  for  that  was,  the  supposed  change  in  the 
Government,  believed  to  be  favorable  to  the  inter- 
ests of  peace.  Will  any  one  now  defend  that  part 
of  the  capitulation?  I  insist  that  those  who  aban- 
don the  reasons  here  given  for  the  terms  granted 
the  Mexican  garrison, are  themselves  the  censurers 
of  General  Taylor.  They  accuse  him  of  an  effort 
to  palm  upon  the  country,  as  a  glorious  victory, 
an  indecisive  battle. 

General  Taylor  insists,  in  the  only  report  which 
was  then  known  to  Congress,  that  these  favor- 
able terms  were  granted  ex  gratia,  not  ex  necessi- 
tate; speaking  as  he  said  he  felt,  that  "he  had  the 
city  in  his  hands."  But  the  "gallant  defence" 
the  Mexicans  had  made  of  the  city  had  won 
upon  his  generosity;  and  "  the  fact  of  a  recent 
change  of  Governinent  in  Mexico,  believed  to  be 
favorable  to  the  interests  of  peace,"  had  misled 
him,  and  caused  him  to  think  it  unnecessary  to 
insist  upon  rigorous  terms.  It  even  led  him  to  an 
agreement  to  suspend  hostilities  for  eight  weeks, 
in  order  that  all  the  anticipated  advantages  of  this 
change  might  be  realized. 

The  change  here  referred  to  was  the  return  of 
Santa  Anna  from  banishment,  to  take  command 
of  the  Mexican  army.  This  fact,  this  return  of 
Santa  Anna,  was  the  basis  upon  which  General 
Ampudia  practised  his  deception  upon  General 
Taylor,  and  humbugged  him  into  an  acceptance  of 
his  own  terms.  That  General  Taylor  was  uncon- 
sciously deceived  and  taken  in  by  the  Mexican 
General,  I  do  not  question;  but  still  he  was  taken 
in  by  the  stratagem;  still  Ampudia  had  told  him  a 
falsehood,  a  downright  and,  to  us,  palpable  false- 
hood; and  General  Taylor  shows  by  his  report  he 
believed  the  story,  and  acted  on  the  falsehood  as  a 
fact.  I  have  always  regarded  this  as  a  trick  of 
war,  and  this  trick  for  the  time  answered  Ampu- 
dia's  purpose. 

It  is  asserted  that  Santa  Anna  tricked  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  and  secured  from  him  a  pass 
into  Vera  Cruz,  on  the  ground  that  the  fact  of  his 
return  would  produce  a  change  in  the  Mexican 
Government  "favorable  to  the  interests  of  peace;" 
and  from  General  Taylor's  own  statement,  it  is 
evident  that  tiie  fact  of  the  return  of  Santa  Anna 
had  produced  a  change  in  the  Government  which 
he  "  believed  to  be  favorable  to  the  interests  of 
peace,"  and  on  this  belief  lie  acted.  I  am  not  sur- 
prised that  General  Taylor  was  deceived;  but  I  am 
surprised  that  the  friends  of  a  man  who  boastingly 
say, "Oh,  he  shrinks  from  no  responsibility, "should 
endeavor  to  deny  the  fact,  when  he  admits  it  him- 
self, and  to  vindicate  his  course,  for  reasons  never 
furnished  till  the  enemy  was  gone,  and  he  had  dis- 
covered the  stratagem. 

It  must  be  observed  that  General  Taylor,  in  ma- 
king his  return  of  this  transaction,  does  not  raise 
any  military  question.  He  does  not  say,  as  he 
afterwards  alleges,  that  "  it  was  impossible  to  in- 
vest Monterey  so  closely  as  to  pn^vent  the  esra|)e 
of  the  garrison;"  "the  consideration  of  humanity 
was  ever  present  in  his  mind;"  "that  his  force 
had  not  more  than  ten  days'  rations."  These  may 
have  been  his  actual  reasons;  but  it  was  a  misfor- 
tune, and  a  great  omission,  not  to  haveffivcn  tlicm 
at  first  to  the  department  and  to  the  Government. 
Those  reasons  would  have  confined  the  discussion 
of  this  subject  to  men  whose  profession  is  arms. 


But  when  he  decides  every  military  question  by 
having  it  understood  that  the  city  was  in  his  hands, 
and  that  a  sound  and  wholesome  policy  dictated 
the  lenient  terms  to  the  garrison,  and  the  armistice, 
he  must  have  known  he  was  entering  a  field  where 
every  politician  felt  himself  his  equal;  in  the  same 
light  as  every  juror  feels  himself  equal  to  a  judge 
in  finding  the  i^acts  of  a  case,  after  the  law  of  the 
case  has  been  expounded  and  decided. 

At  the  time  of  the  discussion  to  which  General 
Tayloralludes, as  giving  an  unmistakablecomplex- 
ion  to  his  politics,  it  was  known  that  the  reasons 
furnished  by  General  Taylor  were  not  satisfactory 
to  the  President,  and  that  a  discontinuance  of  the 
armistice  had  been  ordered.  It  then  soon  became 
apparent  that  the  popularity  of  this  military  chief- 
tain was  to  be  brought  into  the  canvass,  for  the 
purpose  of  effecting  political  objects.  The  most 
ruthless  and  violent  assaults  were  made  upon  the 
Administration.  General  Taylor  was  supposed  to 
be  immeasurably  strong  with  the  people,  and  that 
chord  was  to  be  played  upon.  The  President,  who 
had  conferred  honor  after  honor  upon  General 
Taylor,  till  his  brow  was  freighted  with  military 
laurels,  was  charged  with  a  design  to  disgrace  and 
destroy  him  before  the  people.  The  attacks  upon 
the  Administration,  though  groundless,  were  kept 
up  with  briskness  and  spirit. 

On  the  30th  of  January,  1847,  after  two-thirds 
of  the  short  session  had  passed  away,  and  after 
many  members  had  expressed  their  disapproval  of 
the  armistice,  the  celebrated  joint  resolutions  of 
thanks  to  General  Taylor  were  brought  forward. 
The  rules  of  the  House  were  suspended,  (myself 
voting  in  the  affirmative,)  and  the  battle  of  Mon- 
terey was  denominated  "  a  most  brilliant  victory." 
That  expression  met  my  concurrence.  And  it  "re- 
flected imperishable  honor  upon  our  arms:"  in  that 
I  concurred.  But  these  facts  made  the  more  appa- 
rent to  me  the  conclusions  to  which  my  mind  had 
previously  arrived,  that  the  stratagem  of  Ampudia 
had  robbed  our  army  of  the  fruits,  the  legitimate 
fruits,  of  a  hard-fought  battle  and  dearly-bought 
victory. 

But  while  I  was  willing  to  applaud  the  fighting  at 
Monterey,  I  was  not  willing  to  give  a  vote  which 
excluded  me  from  the  opinion  I  had  previously 
expressed  as  to  the  terms  of  the  capitulation.  It 
was  here  I  had  the  honor  to  propose  the  proviso 
which  has  drawn  down  upon  me  much  unneces- 
sary and  unjust  remark:  "  Provided,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  into  an  appro- 
bation of  the  terms  of  the  capitulation."  It  waa 
accepted  by  Mr.  Faran,  of  Ohio,  as  a  part  of  his 
amendment,  which  declared  the  war  in  which  we 
were  engaged  to  be  a  just  and  necessary  war.  The 
previous  question  was  immediately  moved  and  sus- 
tained. Mr.  Leake,  then  a  member  from  Virginia, 
rose  and  requested  me  to  insert  after  "  approba- 
tion," the  words  "  or  disaf)probation."  Immedi- 
ately I  arose  and  asked  permission  to  do  so;  not 
because,  as  1  said,  I  deemed  it  necessary,  for  that 
was  the  meaning  of  the  proviso  as  it  stood;  but  to 
prevent  any  misconstruction  of  the  purpose,  as  it 
was  intended  to  withhold  any  expression  of  opin- 
ion on  the  subject  of  that  negotiation.  The  amend- 
ment could  only  be  made  by  universal  consent,  and 
that  was  refused  by  the  Opposition.  The  vote  was 
taken,  and  the  resolutions,  as  amended,  adopted. 
In  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  a  motion  was 
made  to  strike  out  of  the  title  "  thanks,"  and  in- 
sert "  censure."  The  ayes  and  noes  were  called, 
and  but  one  man  had  the  nerve  to  vote  in  the  affirma- 
tive. The  mover  of  the  amendment  himself  dodged 
the  vote,  and  could  not  be  brought  to  enter  of  record 
a  vote  so  much  against  good  conscience. 

Such  is  a  concise  history  of  this  celebrated  pro- 
viso, out  of  which  so  great  a  humbug  has  been  at- 
tempted; and  I  now  declare  that,  under  the  same 
circumstances,  with  the  same  state  of  facts,  I  would 
again  pursue  the  same  course.  What  was  done 
was  not  unjust  to  General  Taylor,  because  he  ac- 
knowledged, by  clear  implication,  in  his  refiort, 
that  he  had  been  humbugged  by  General  Am- 
pudia. The  facts  did  not  exist  upon  which  he 
based  his  action.  He  made  the  armistice  because 
"of  the  fact  of  a  recent  change  in  the  Mexican 
Government,  believed  to  be  favorable  to  the  in- 
terests of  peace."  But  when  he  ascertained  that 
this  change,  instead  of  being  favorable  to  peace, 
was  adverse  to  peace,  every  candid  man  would 
think  he  wotdd  have  been  against  the  armisiice. 

Immediately  after  these  joint  resolutions  passed, 
in  which  Congress  had  withheld  any  expression 
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of  opinion  as  to  the  terms  of  the  capitulation,  I 
had  the  honor  to  offer  a  resolution,  calling  for  all 
the  correspondence  between  the  Department  and 
General  Taylor;  which  was  adopted.  In  this  cor- 
respondence I  found  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  which  he  gives  his  reasons  for  a  disap- 
proval of  the  armistice,  so  fully,  so  ably,  and,  to 
my  mind,  so  satisfactorily,  that  I  will  read  it: 
"  War  Department, 
"  Washington,  October  13,  )846. 
"  Sir:  Your  communications  of  the  22d,  23!i,  and  2jth 
ultimo,  detailing  the  operations  of  tlie  army  under  your  im- 
mediate command  at  Monterey,  have  heen  received.  The 
«kill,  courage,  and  gallant  conduct  displayed  on  that  occa- 
gion  by  the  troops  under  your  comniand,  both  regulars  and 
volnnteers,  iiave  added  sScixy  to  our  arms,  and  merit  from 
(he  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States  the  warm- 
est expressions  of  gratitude  and  praise. 

"  In  relation  to  the  terms  of  the  capitulation  of  Monterey, 
the  President  instructs  me  to  say,  that  he  regrets  it  was  not 
deemed  advisable  to  insist  upon  the  terms  which  you  had 
tirst  proposed.  The  circumslances  wiiicli  dictated,  doubt- 
less justified  the  change.  The  President,  uninformed  of 
these  circumstances,  does  not  know  in  what  degree  the  re- 
cent change  in  the  Government  of  Mexico  may  have  con- 
tributed to  this  result.  Certain  itis,  however,  that  the  pres- 
ent rulers  of  that  Republic  have  not  yet  given  any  evidence 
that  they  are  '  favorable  to  the  interests  of  peace.'  Of  this 
you  will  have  already  been  informed  by  my  despatch  of  the 
22d  ultimo. 

"The  Government  did  not  contemplate,  as  you  will  per- 
ceive by  the  tenor  of  the  despatches  from  this  department, 
that  there  would  probably  happen  any  contingency,  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war,  in  which  it  would  be  expedient  to 
suspend  hostilities  before  the  offer  of  acceptable  terms  of 
peace. 

"  In  my  despatch  of  the  22d  ultimo,  which  had  not  reached 
you  when  you  entered  into  the  arrangement  with  General 
Ainpudia  on  the  3Sth  ultimo,  there  are  considerations  and 
facts  stated  which  render  the  continuance  of  the  armistice 
extremely  embarrassing.  As  the  offer  recently  made  by  the 
United  States  to  open  negotiations  for  a  peace  was  not  ac- 
ceded to  by  the  present  rulers  of  Mexico,  but  reserved  to  be 
submitted  to  and  acted  on  by  a  Congress  to  be  assembled  on 
the6th  ofDeceniber  next,  it  was  deemed  by  the  Government 
here  highly  important  that  the  war  in  the  mean  time  should 
be  prosecuted  with  the  utmost  vigor,  to  the  end  that  they 
might  be  made  sensible  of  the  evils  of  its  continuance,  and 
thereby  become  more  inclined  to  bring  it  to  a  speedy  close. 
In  pursuance  of  this  policy,  an  expedition  was  proposed,  in 
Biy  despatch  ofthe22d  ultimo,  forthe  purpose  of  taking  jjos- 
session  of  the  entire  department  of  Tamaulipas  ;  and,  iinder 
the  belief  that  it  would  not  interfere  with  your  plans  and 
operations,  no  doubt  was  entertained  that  it  would  receive 
your  concurrence  and  support.  In  anticipation  thereof, 
measures  have  been  already  taken  to  carry  it  out  at  the  ear- 
liest piacticable  period. 

"  By  the  arrangement  you  have  made  for  a  temporary  sus- 
pension of  hostilities  within  certain  limits  of  the  enemy's 
country,  if  continued  to  the  end  of  the  time  stipulated, a  con- 
siderable part  of  Tamaulipas  will  be  exempted  from  rnilitary 
operations  until  within  a  few  days  of  the  time  fixed  for  the 
meeting  of  the  Mexican  Congress,  and  tlie  expedition  there- 
by delayed,  or,  if  prosecuted  by  the  land  or  naval  forces, 
might  bring  into  question  the  good  faith  of  the  United  States. 
"  In  the  despatch  before  referred  to,  you  will  perceive  that 
an  attack  by  our  n.aval  force  upon  some  places  on  the  coast 
ofTamaulipas  is  also  contemplated.  Whatever  may  be  the 
advantage  or  (he  necessity  of  tlie  cooperation  ofa  land  force, 
it  must  be  withheld  until  near  the  close  of  November,  if  the 
armistice  is  continued  to  the  end  of  the  stipulated  period. 

"The  Government  is  fully  persuaded  that  if  you  had  been 
aware  of  the  special  reasons  disclosed  in  the  despatch  of  the 
22d  ultimo,  and  the  intentions  of  the  Government  still  enter- 
tained, you  would  not  have  acceded  to  the  suspension  of 
hostilities  for  even  the  limited  period  specified  in  the  articles 
of  capitulation;  but  as  its  continuance  depends  upon  the  or- 
ders of  your  Government,  you  are  instructed  to  give  the  re- 
quisite notice  that  the  armistice  is  to  close  at  once,  and  that 
each  party  is  at  liberty  to  resume  and  prosecute  hostilities 
without  restriction." 

If  the  approval  of  this  letter  and  its  reasoning  is 
a  censure  upon  General  Taylor,  then  I,  in  com- 
mon with  the  Secretary  of  War,  do  censure  him. 
The  world  know,  according  to  the  statement  of 
General  Taylor  himself,  that  he  was  deceived,  and 
the  world  have  independence  enough  to  speak  out 
their  sentiments.  It  is  base  treason  to  our  institu- 
tions to  resign  our  right  of  thought  and  speech. 
Members  on  this  floor  do  not  blush  to  pronounce 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  tlie  commander- 
in-chief  of  our  army  and  navy,  a  traitor,  usurper; 
Polk,  the  mendacious;  an  administration  of  "dwarf- 
ish talents  and  gigantic  vices;  to  falsely  denounce 
General  Cass,  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic 
party  for  the  Presidency,  as  fraudulently  olDtaining 
money  from  the  public  treasury,  whose  whole  life 
has  been  spent  in  a  zealous,  honorable,  and  faithful 
discharge  of  the  public  service;  a.?  the  hero  of  Hull's 
surrender — thus  implying  that  he  is  a  coward, 
when  the  history  of  his  whole  life  shows  that  he 
has  been  equal  to  every  emergency  of  the  service 
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in  whicli  he  has  been  placed.  Atid  is  General 
Taylor,  the  candidate  of  the  Whig  party,  above  all 
criticism.'     Why,  in  the  opinion  of  some  men — 

"  he  doth  bestride  the  narrow  world, 

Like  a  Colossus  :  and  we  petty  men  • 
Walk  under  his  huge  legs,  and  peep  about 
To  find  ourselves  dishonorable  graves." 

When  Pompey  the  Great  had  overun  Sicily, 
driven  out  Perpenna,  and  taken  possession  of  the 
cities,  the  Mamertines,  a  class  of  citizens  living  in 
Messina,  when  summoned,  refused  to  appear  "be- 
fore his  tribunal  or  acknowledge  his  jurisdiction, 
claimingexemption  byan  ancientprivilege  received 
from  the  Romans.  Pompey 's  answer  was  signifi- 
cant, and  illustrative  of  the  present  efforts  to  frown 
down  all  inquiry  into  the  course  pursued  by  a  vic- 
torious general.  He  said,  "  Will  you  never  have 
done  with  citing  privileges  to  men  loho  wear 
swords?^' 

On  the  return  of  this  same  distinguished  general 
from  a  brilliant  campaign  in  Africa,  he  demanded 
a  triurnph.  The  Roman  Senate  at  first  refused, 
on  tlie  ground  that  the  laws  did  not  allow  that 
honor  to  any  person  who  had  not  been  either  con- 
sul or  prastor;  he  persisted,  and  on  that  occasion 
used  that  celebrated  expression  toSylla,that  "more 
worshipped  the  rising  than  the  setting  sun."  The 
Senate  was  humbled,  granted  the  triumph,  and 
Pompey  lived  to  see  the  whole  power  and  dignity 
of  the  Senate  swept  away  by  another  and  more 
successful  chieftain. 

I  do  not  believe  the  day  has  arrived  in  this  Re- 
public when  the  people  will  do  otherwise  than  ap- 
plaud a  member  of  Congress  who  dares  do  his 
duty,  and  firmly  maintains  the  right.  For  myself, 
I  would  regard  it  the  proudest  honor  of  my  life  to 
be  the  author  of  a  sentiment  which  fell  from  Mr. 
Cliiy  on  a  trying  occasion  to  him:  "  I  would," 
said  he,  "  rather  be  right  than  the  President  of  the 
United  States." 

I  have  lately  seen,  by  mere  accident,  "A  Sketch 
of  the  Life  and  Public  Services  of  General  Zachary 
Taylor,  published  by  order  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  Whigs  in  Congress,"  written  for 
general  distribution,  in  which  I  find  some  gross 
slanders  upon  the  members  of  the  last  Congress, 
and  unblushing  falsehoods  as  to  myself.  I  do  not 
object  to  all  the  glorifications  of  General  Taylor; 
his  friends  are  at  liberty  to  impose  him  upon 
this  country  as  greater  than  Alexander,  or  Cresar, 
or  Charles  the  Fifth,  or  Charles  the  Twelfth,  or 
Napoleon.  Even  though  they  might  establish  his 
title  to  outrank  the  mightiest  warriors  that  have 
ever  lived,  yet  my  mind  would  require  something 
more  to  show  his  fitness  for  the  Chief  Magistracy 
of  this  Union.  But  when  my  humble  name  is 
disparagingly  introduced,  or  that  of  those  with 
whom  I  have  been  associated  in  action,  I  will  vin- 
dicate the  truth  of  history  without  misgiving,  with- 
out hesitancy. 

First,  then,  as  to  the  history  of  the  Lieutenant 
General.  Some  time  in  the  month  of  November, 
in  the  year  1846,  General  Scott  was  ordered  to 
take  the  chief  command  of  our  army  in  Mexico; 
and  when,  in  obedience  to  that  order.  General  Scott 
arrived  in  Mexico  and  took  command  of  our  army. 
General  Taylor  was  neither  "dismissed  nor  dis- 
graced." If  that  were  true,  it  would  then  appear 
that  this  country  belonged  to  General  Taylor,  not 
General  Taylor  to  the  country. 

On  the  25th  day  of  December,  1846,  the  Presi- 
dent urged  upon  Congress  the  raising  of  ten  ad- 
ditional regiments,  and  recommended  the  passage 
of  a  law  for  the  appointment  of  "  a  general  of- 
ficer to  take  command  of  all  our  military  forces 
in  the  field."  This  officer  Congress  proposed 
to  call  a  Lieutenant  General.  I  favored  the  pas- 
sage of  such  a  law.  And  if  a  war  should  bi-eak 
out  to-morrow,  and  the  President,  the  commander- 
in-chief,  should  ask  for  the  privilege  of  assigning 
to  the  chief  command  any  general  officer  irrespect- 
ive of  the  date  of  his  commission,  I  would  vote 
for  it  with  cheerfulness,  and  would  consider  ray- 
self  most  unjust  to  hold  the  President  responsible 
for  the  good  and  efficient  prosecution  of  a  cam- 
paign, and  yet  deny  to  him  the  privilege  of  select- 
ing the  agent  to  carry  out  his  views  and  his  plans 


of  operation.  I  advocated  it  because  it  was  right 
in  itself — right  in  the  abstract — right  regardless  of 
any  man;  and  I  luive  no  doubt,  when  the  occasion 
for  humbugging  with  the  generals  of  this  war  shall 
have  passed  away,  such  will  be  the  general  opin- 
ion of  all  parties.  In  the  case  of  the  recommend- 
ation above  referred  to,  if  any  one  had  a  right  to 
complain,  it  was  General  Scott.  General  Taylor 
could  not  have  been  affected,  because  he  had  then 
a  separate  and  distinct  command,  and  no  one  ac- 
quainted with  the  facts  can  suppose  the  intention 
or  expectation  was  to  interfere  with  Taylor's  sep- 
arate command.  Every  general  officer  engaged  in 
the  main  invading  column  would  have  had  more 
justification' for  complaint  than  Taylor.  Worth, 
Twiggs,  Butler,  Patterson, Q.uitman,  Pillow,  might 
have  been  sffected  by  the  appointment  of  a  Lieu- 
tenant General,  but  General  Taylor's  position 
would  have  remained  the  same,  having  his  sep- 
arate command,  ajad  reporting  directly  to  the  de- 
partment at  Washington.  The  same  was  true  as 
regards  General  Kearny.  How  ineffably  con- 
temptible, then,  is  the  effort  of  this  writer  of  the 
life  of  General  Taylor,  by  this  "  foul,  shameless," 
sweeping  charge  upon  the  members  of  the  last 
Congress,  to  make  capital  for  him,  and  to  arouse 
in  the  minds  of  the  people  a  feeling  that  he  had 
been  unjustly  dealt  by  and  persecuted  ! 

After'detailing  all  the  votes  on  the  subject  of  the 
Lieutenant  General,  he  says  that  "  the  motive  for 
this  foul, shameless, and  persevering  attempt,"  was 
"  to  dismiss,  humiliate,  and  disgrace  General  Tay- 
lor." Again:  "  Monstrous  as  this  proposition  was 
'  in  infamy  and  injustice,  although  the  President's 
'  supporters  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
'  treated  it  in  the  beginning  with  open  contempt, 
'  they  were  finally  brought,  by  the  force  of  party 
'  drill  and  Executive  patronage,  to  regard  it  as  of 
'  singular  merit  and  necessity."  Here  is  another 
instance  of  the  manner  in  which  the  effort  is  to  be 
made  to  elevate  General  Taylor  in  to  the  Presiden  tial 
chair. 

This  sentence,  sir,  falsifies  history,  and  renders 
the  author  contemptible,  by  charging  a  majority 
of  the  last  Congress  of  being  influenced  in  their 
conduct  by  corrupt  means.  When  the  message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States  recom- 
mending the  appointment  of  the  Lieutenant  Gen- 
eral was  received,  it  was  referred  to  the  CotYtmittee 
on  Military  Affairs.  Soon  afterwards  that  com- 
mittee made  a  report,  asking  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject,  and  moved 
to  lay  tlie  message  on  the  table.  This  motion  was 
adopted  without  attracting  any  attention.  Amo- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  Hamlin,  of  Maine,  to 
reconsider;  and  on  the  next  day  the  vote  laying 
the  message  on  the  table  was  reconsidered — yeas 
86,  nays  84.  The  question  then  recurred  on  dis- 
charging the  committee  from  its  further  considera- 
tion, and  laying  so  much  of  the  message  as  related 
to  the  same  upon  the  table,  and  failed — yeas  93, 
nays  97.  A  motion  was  then  made  to  refer  the 
message  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  carried  without  a  division. 
—(House  Journal,  134,  137,  138,  139,  2d  session 
29th  Congress.)  Thus  the  Journal  ffilsifies  the 
charge  that  "  the  President's  supporters  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  treated  it  in  the  begin- 
ning with  open  contempt." 

Again:  This  veritable  biographer  says  that  "the 
'  members  of  that  Congress  were  finally  brought, 
'  by  the  force  of  party  drill  and  Executive  patronage, 
'to  regard"  this  measure  "as  of  singidar  merit 
'and  necessity."  In  the  next  sentence,  my  own 
name  is  introduced  as  connected  with  this  measure; 
therefore,  I  suppose  reference  is  made  to  me  in 
part.  Now,  for  myself,  I  pronounce  the  imputa- 
tion false  and  infamous. 

This  truthful  and  faithful  historian  again  nro- 
cceds:  "A  Lieutenant  General  to  displace  him 
'  (General  Taylor)  did  not  seem  likely  to  succeed, 
'  and  hence  it  was  determined  to  censure  him  by  a. 
'  formal  vote  of  Congress.  Here,  too,  the  con- 
'  spirators  failed."  After  referring  to  the  resolu- 
tions of  thanks  as  introduced  by  Mr.  Cocke,  he 
proceeds:  "  This  resolution  was  unexceptionable, 
«  and  opposition  to  its  passage  came  as  unexpected 
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*as  it  was  unjustifiable.     It  happened,  however, 

•  that  partisan  violence  was  baser  than  it  was 
•accredited;   and    while    there    was    one    man   so 

•  steeped  in  prejudice  as  to  ofl'er,  there  were  more 

•  than  a  liundred  to  vote  for  the  amendment  to 
«  which  we  refer.  That  amendment  was  the  handi- 
'  work  of  Mr.  Jacob  Thompson,  of  Mississippi." 

Here  is  another  specimen  of  the  manner  in 
which  popularity  is  sought  to  he  obtained  for  the 
Whig  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  in  holding 
him  up  as  a  persecuted  man;  and  in  order  to  raise 
General  Taylor,  it  is  deemed  necessary  to  rob 
others  of  their  fair  name.  It  is  said  General  Tay- 
lor has  no  enemies  to  punish,  should  he  be  elected 
President  of  the  United  States.  But  here  this  bi- 
ographer undertakes  to  point  out  the  "  conspira- 
tors" who  liad  determined  to  disgrace  him,  and 
whose  sins  in  this  respect  demand  condign  pun- 
ishment. This  is  the  way,  I  suppose,  for  a 
no-party  man  to  conciliate  and  harmonize  all  par- 
ties. 

Now,  sir,  if  to  withhold  my  approbation  of  that 
portion  of  the  capitulation  which  gave  the  enemy 
eight  weeks  to  recover  his  strength,  and  with  new 
vigor  to  resutne  the  fight,  when  that  enemy  was 
supposed  to  be  in  the  "hollow  of  the  hand"  of  our 
General,  be  a  censure  of  General  Taylor,  then  I 
do  censure.  If  to  say  I  believe  that  General  Tay- 
lor entered  into  that  capitulation,  by  which  the 
operations  of  our  army  in  Mexico  were  suspended 
for  eight  weeks,  when  their  active  services  were 
deemed  important,  because  of  "  the  fact  of  a  recent 
change  of  government  in  Mexico,  believed  to  be 
favorable  to  the  interests  of  peace,"  and  that  in 
that  fact  he  was  deceived  and  humbugged,  be  a 
censure  upon  General  Taylor,  then  I  do  censure, 
having  before  me  Gen.  Taylor's  own  report — given 
of  course  upon  honor — to  prove  the  fact.  If  to 
say  I  approve  of  Mr.  Marcy 's  letter,  which  ordered 
the  discontinuance  of  that  armistice,  one  of  the 
terms  of  that  capitulation,  be  a  censure  upon  Gen- 
eral Taylor,  then  I  say  I  do  approve  it,  and  con- 
sequently do  censure. 

But,  sir,  those  who  seek  to  construe  tlie  proviso 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  offer  to  the  resolutions  of 
thanks,  into  a  censure,  into  an  insult  to  General 
Taylor,  are  themselves  liis  greatest  enemies,  and 
do  him  a  great  injustice;  because  the  authors  and 
supporters  of  the  measure  disavowed  such  an  in- 
tention at  the  time,  and  gave,  by  their  votes  on  the 
motion  to  strike  out  thanks  and  insert  censure,  a 
cotemporaneous  exposition  of  this  proposition; 
because  all  the  world  know,  that  even  if  error 
existed  and  wrong  views  Imd  been  forined  by  the 
members  of  Congress,  General  Taylor,  by  his 
imperfect  and  unsatisfactory  report,  had  required 
Congress  to  stultify  themselves  or  come  to  that  con- 
clusion; because  they  insist  that  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  American  peo|ile  have,  by  that  con- 
struction, pronounced  that  here  General  Taylor 
committed  an  egregious  blunder,  and  thatjudgment 
stands  unreversed;  because,  by  attracting  public 
attention  to  this  matter,  instead  of  making  capital 
for  the  Wliig  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  it  will 
necessarily  produce  an  opposite  efl'ect. 

During  this  session,  joint  resolutions  of  thanks 
to  General  Taylor  for  the  victoiy  achieved  at 
Buena  Vista  were  introduced  into  this  House;  and 
upon  motion  made  by  one  of  his  political  friends, 
[Mr.  AsH.MUN,  of  Massachusetts,]  there  was  ap- 
pended to  the  resolutions  an  amendment,  that  the 
victory  was  won  in  a  war  "  uncon.stitutionally  and 
unnecessaiily  commenced  by  tlic  President  of  ilie 
United  Suites!"  Did  this  convey  a  censure  upon 
General  Taylor?  It  was  not  so  intended  by  his 
friends:  yet  I  think  this  military  chieftain  would 
have  felt  his  checks  tinge  with  shame  to  have  read 
thorn;  for  if  the  war  was  unnecessary  and  uncon- 
stitutional in  its  commencement,  it  wi\s  C([ually  un- 
necessary and  unonsiitutional  in  its  prosecution; 
and  the  war  being  of  this  character,  he  (General 
Taylor)  was  the  leader  of  a  licensed  band  of  mur- 
derers and  highwaymen,  who  had  been  engaged 
in  the  unholy  work  of  shedding  innocent  blood. 
He  was  but  a  successful  buccaneer,  or  land  pirate, 
skilled  in  the  art  of  destroying  those  who  had  the 
maidiness  to  stand  up  and  defend  their  homes,  their 
wives  and  children.  Such  honor.s,  though  they 
hud  been  piled  up  mountain  high,  won  in  siu'li  a 
cause,  would  have  paled,  dwindled,  died  before 
the  eternal  principles  of  justice,  and  right,  and  truth. 
Such  a  resolution,  coupled  with  .such  a  sentiment, 
would,  in  my  estimation,  have  dishonored  the  man 
and  tlie  brave  soldiers  who  had  won  the  victory; 


and  the  day  will  come  when  all  of  our  countrymen 
will  so  esteem  it. 

If  General  Taylor  be  the  man  I  have  taken  him 
to  be,  he  would  have  sworn  in  anger,  for  another 
reason.  He  was  more  intimately  associated  with 
the  commencement  of  this  war  with  Mexico  than 
any  man  living.  He  advised  the  movement  of  our 
army  to  the  borders  of  the  Rio  Grande.  He,  of 
his  own  free  will  and  discretion,  pitched  his  tent 
opposite  Matamoros,  and  pointed  his  guns  so  as 
to  bear  upon  the  main  plaza  of  tliat  town.  If  his 
small  for^e  invited  the  attack,  he  was  responsible 
for  its  weakness,  because  he  had  full  authority  to 
enlarge  it  at  any  time.  When  all  these  things 
flashed  across  his  mind,  could  he  have  regarded 
the  resolutions  other  than  a  direct  personal  reflec- 
tion? If  he  did  not  so  feel,  he  is  not  the  man  he 
boasts  himself  to  be,  "who  asks  no  favors,  and 
shrinks  from  no  responsibility.'' 

But  in  the  language  of  this  truthful  and  faithful 
historian,  I  cannot  say  that  those  who  voted  for 
the  motion  had  determined  to  censure  General 
Taylor,  or  to  mock  him,  or  that  they  were  con- 
spirators, or  that  they  acted  from  base,  vindictive, 
party  motives.  I  am  more  charitable,  and  sup- 
pose they  acted  with  a  due  but  a  mistaken  sense 
of  their  responsibility  to  God  and  their  country; 
and  as  I  know  I  acted  from  correct  motives,  I  pro- 
nounce the  charge  of  "a  determination  to  censure," 
false;  of  being  a  "conspirator,"  infamously  false; 
and  of  acting  from  '^hase,"  vindictive,  "  party  mo- 
tives," superlatively  false. 

General  Taylor  is  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency; 
his  military  character  is  not  in  the  issue.  I  am 
willing  to  concede  to  him  all  that  sort  of  merit 
which  his  extravagant  friends  may  claim  for  him. 
I  think  he  possesses  ample  military  knowledge  to 
answer  the  purposes  of  a  Chief  Magistrate;  but  I 
shall  oppose  his  election  with  zeal  and  industry, 
with  all  the  talent  and  all  the  influence  which  1 
can  command;  and  in  doing  so,  I  shall  act  with  a 
consciousness  that  I  am  serving  my  country  and 
its  best  interests,  preserving  and  advancing  our 
prosperity,  and  perpetuating  our  liberty  and  our 
glorious  institutions.  I  shall  do  so,  because  I  do 
not  believe  he  possesses  the  requisite  political  in- 
formation and  experience.  The  able  civilian  and 
the  distinguished  general  are  not  necessarily  blend- 
ed in  the  same  individual.  A  man  may  be  an  ex- 
cellent pilot  to  a  steamboat,  and  yet  know  nothing 
of  the  steam-engine  which  propels  his  vessel.  A 
man  may  be  an  accomplished  mathematician,  and 
yet  be  wholly  unable  to  construct  a  house. 

It  is  no  reflection  upon  General  Taylor  to  say  he 
knows  nothing  of  the  civil  affairs  of  Government, 
because  he  has  lived  till  he  is  three-score  and  five 
years  old  v/ithout  forming  and  expressing  an  opin- 
ion on  those  great  measures  which  have  divided 
the  )ieople,  and  which,  being  carried  out,  have 
borne  this  Government  upward  and  onward  to  our 
present  proud  eminence  of  prosperity  and  great- 
ness— an  eminence  from  which  we  hold  out  the 
beacon-light  which  invites,  and  guides,  and  cheers 
the  downtrodden  of  all  the  earth  into  the  paths  of 
liberty  and  republicanism.  In  this  vacancy  of 
mind,  he  boldly  lakes  his  position,  flat-footed,  upon 
the  milldam,  and  says:  What  a  majority  of  tliese 
censorious  Congressmen  shall  thinlc,  I  will  think. 
But  unfortunately  for  this  position,  if  he  be  elected 
President,  the  Constitution  will  require  him  to 
think  first.  The  third  section  of  the  second  arti- 
cle of  the  Constitution  provides:  "  He  [the  Presi- 
dent] shall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  Congress 
information  of  the  slate  of  the  Union,  and  recom- 
mend to  their  consideration  such  measures  as  he 
shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient."  Our  fore- 
fathers were  silly  enough  to  suppose  the  people 
would  have  the  sense  and  independence  to  se- 
lect a  thinking  man  for  President — a  mnn  with 
some  political  priia^iples;  and  as  they  had  con- 
structed a  house  for  his  residence,  and  required 
him  to  be  always  at  his  post,  it  wiis  presumed,  as 
the  representative  of  the  whole  people,  he  would 
see  what  the  true  interests  of  the  country  required, 
and  therefore  they  made  it  his  duty  to  collect  and 
lay  before  Congress  all  proper  information,  to  en- 
able them  to  legislate  t'or  the  people  of  the  Union, 
and  recommend  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as 
he  might  judge  neccssanj  and  expedient. 

From  the  |)olitical  opinions  which  have  been 
given  out  to  the  country,  what  kind  of  tt  message 
would  General  Taylor  send  to  Congress?  In  the 
language  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr. 
Van  Dyke,]  "  Echo  answers,  '  I  don't  know.'  " 


[A  laugh.]  If  I  should  judge  from  the  staple  of 
the  s|)eeches  of  his  friends  m  his  behalf  before  the 
people,  it  would  run  something  after  this  fashion: 
"  '  I  hold  no  opinion  which  I  would  not  readily 
'  proclaim  to  my  assembled  countrymen;  but  crude 
'  impressions  upon  matters  of  policy  which  may  be 
'  right  to-day  and  wrong  to-morrow,  are  perhaps 
'  not  the  best  test  of  fitness  for  office.  Otie  who 
'  cannot  be  trusted  without  pledges,  [i.  e.  without 
'  opinions,]  cannot  be  confided  in  merely  on  ac- 
'  count  of  them.'  General  Taylor  never  surren- 
ders. General  Taylor  asks  no  favors,  and  shrinks 
from  no  responsibility.  General  Taylor  eats  fat 
meat  on  a  piece  of  cold  corn  bread,  and  cuts  it  with 
a  Barlow  knife,  as  IVlr.  Crittenden  says.  A  little 
more  grape.  Captain  Bragg!  Palo  Alto,  Resaca 
de  la  Palma,  Monterey,  and  Buena  Vista!"  [A 
laugh.] 

One  of  the  cardinal  articles  of  faith  taught  now 
in  the  new  edition  of  the  Whig  catechism,  is,  that 
"  General  Taylor  never  surrenders."  His  mili- 
tary history  proves  this  to  be  true;  but  when  you 
consider  General  Taylor  as  a  politician,  it  has  no 
foundation  in  fact.  He  has  repeatedly  asserted 
that — 

"  [n  noca?ecan  I  permit  mysolf  to  be  the  candidate  of  any 
pnrty,  or  yield  niysulf  to  parry  sclieinej."  "  I  ^llull  oft'er  no 
active  oppo^iti()ll  to  tlif  u^e  of  my  name  in  coiiiipction  with 
this  responsible  tiffice,[lMe  ChiellMa^istiacy.las  long  as  they 
continue  to  use  it  thus,  independent  of  |i.uty  di>tinciions." 
"  But,  in  bcin^  thus  nominated,  I  must  insi.-t  on  the  con- 
dition— and  my  position  on  lliis  point  is  innnutable — Unit  f 
shall  not  he  brought  t'orward  by  them  as  the  candidate  of 
their  party,  or  considered  as  the  exponent  of  their  party  doc- 
trines." "  X  do  not  dcsi^'U  to  withdraw  my  name  il"Mr.  Clay 
be  the  nominee  of  the  Whip  National  Convention."  *  *  * 
"  It  has  not  been  my  intention,  at  any  moment,  to  change 
my  po.-ition,  or  to  withdraw  my  name  from  the  canvass,  who- 
ever maybe  the  nominee  of  the  National  Convention,  either 
of  the  VVhig  or  Democratic  party." 

Look  on  this  picture.  Now,  on  this:  the  Con- 
vention which  convened  in  Philadelphia,  in  June 
last,  was  undoubtedly  a  party  asseml)lage,  com- 
posed of  Whigs,  and  Whigs  only.  The  object  of 
the'meeting  was  to  select  a  standard-bearer  of  their 
party,  and  a  great  representative  of  their  party 
fmlh.  General  Taylor  appears  before  tliat  Con- 
vention, and,  through  the  delegates  from  his  own 
State,  solicits  the  nomination;  and,  in  order  to 
obtain  it,  authorizes  them  to  make  the  following 
statements: 

"  On  behalf  of  the  delegation  of  Louisiana,  I  will  further 
state,  that  General  Taylor  desires  it  to  be  understood,  that, 
in  his  t.|iituon,  his  fri<'nds  who  come  into  this  Convention 
are  bound  to  abide  by  its  decision,  and  to  sustain  the  nom- 
inee'heart  and  soul;'  that  General  Taylor  recognizes  in 
his  friends  in  this  Convention  those  who  have  the  right  to 
withdraw  his  name,  and  will  cheerfully  acquiesce  in  such 
withdrawal." 

"  General  Taylor,  we  are  also  authorized  to  say,  will  hail 
with  entire  satisfaction  the  nomination  by  the  Convention 
of  any  other  than  himself;  Icin^;  pcrmaded  that  the  welfare 
of  our  country  requires  a  cliannc  of  men  mul  measures,  in 
order  to  arrest  the  dourau-ard  tendency  of  oiir  national  affairs." 

Plere  is  a  complete,  absolute,  unconditional  sur- 
render. Alas,  poor  huiTian  nature!  As  the  Psalmist 
says,  "  there  is  none  perfect;  no,  not  one."  Long 
had  Genei'al  Taylor  resisted  every  approach  nutn- 
fully  and  boldly,  maintaining  his  independence  of 
both  pjirties;  indignantly  scouting  the  very  idea  of 
becoming  the  instrument,  the  tool  of  any  set  of 
men,  to  effect  their  party  schemes.  He  said,  in 
effect,  "  Is  thy  servant  a  dog  that  he  shall  do  this 
thing!''  And  yet,  how  is  it?  This  chieftain,  who 
had  put  Arista  and  his  hosts  to  flight,  who  f^orced 
Am]Hidia  to  beg  for  quarters,  and  had  scattered  the 
migiity  legions  of  Santa  Anna,  bows  himself,  and 
makes  an  unconditional  surrender  of  himself  and 
his  conscience  to  King  Caucus.  To  his  puissant 
majesty  he  says:  "  You  believe  '  the  welfare  of 
'  our  country  requires  a  change  of  men  and  meas- 
'  urcs,  in  order  to  avert  the  downward  tendency 
'of  our  national  affairs:'  so  do  I.  Now,  make 
me  your  captain,  and  the  men  arc  changed,  and 
the  measuies  shall  be.  These  Locofocos,  who 
have  been  fattening  out  of  the  public  crib,  shall  be 
beheaded,  and  true  and  loyal  sttbjects  of  your 
liiirhncss  shall  be  provided  for.  This  abominable 
Democratic  tariff  of  184G,  which  is  depriving  so 
many  of  your  faithful  friends,  the  manufaclurers, 
of  the  rightful  profits  upon  their  capital,  and  under 
which  our  sugar  planters  cannot  make  more  than 
twice  asinuch  as  the  cotton  growers,  with  the  same 
labor,  must  be  changed,  to"  avert  the  downward 
tendency  of  the  country.  This  inde|)cndcnt  treas- 
ury, which  I  always  thought.was  a  kind  of  a  two- 
legged  treasury,  is  keeping  your  most  reliable  sup- 
porters, the  banks,  out  of  the  rich  shavings  they 
could   make  by  the  use  of  the  public  money;  it 
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must  be  stricken  from  the  statute-book.  It  is 
true,  0  King  Caucus,  when  I  was  vexed  with  Mr. 
Marcy,  I  said  that  this  Government  ought  to  take 
six  or  seven  Stales  from  Mexico,  and  hold  them; 
but  since  I  see  that  the  Locofoco  candidate.  Gen- 
eral Cass,  thinks  this  country  might  swallow  the 
whole  of  Mexico  and  not  be  materially  damaged, 
he  has  so  far  outdone  me,  1  take  that  back,  and 
say,  in  the  language  of  the  great  Washington  : 
'  Why  should  we  quit  our  own,  to  stand  on  for- 
eign ground .''  And  therefore,  like  you,  O  King 
Caucus,  1  am  for  taking  no  land  at  all." 

Now,  General  Taylor  had  not  the  face,  in  view 
of  all  he  had  said,  to  make  this  speech  in  proper 
person,  but  he  appointed  commissioners  to  do  so, 
and  when  it  was  done,  King  Caucus  took  the 
whole  matter  under  advisement:  "  Mr.  Clay  is  a 
great  man,  and  a  man  of  princifile,  but,  unfortu- 
nately, his  principles  are  too  well  known.  If  we 
risk  a  battle  under  that  leader,  his  whereabouts  is 
so  well  known  we  shall  surely  be  vanquished,  and 
all  of  our  hopes  of  ofHce  will  fail.  But  General 
Taylor  is  not  openly  committed.  When  asked. 
What  are  his  principles.'  we  can  reply.  Did  he  not 
fight  for  his  country!  When  charged  with  giving 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  enemy,  we  can  say:  Yes, 
■Old  Zack  did  give  them  aid  and  comfort  with  a 
vengeance!  When  asked.  What  measures  will  he 
recommend?  we  can  answer:  A  little  more  grape. 
Captain  Bragg!  Thus  v/e  can  effect  by  indirec- 
tion, what  we  cannot  do  directly.  As  we  have 
forced  him  to  surrender  before  he  starts,  it  is  very 
•certain  we  can  guide  him  after  the  reins  of  power 
are  placed  in  his  hands."  And  thus  King  Caucus 
decreed  General  Taylor  should  be  the  captain. 

I  shall  oppose  the  election  of  General  Taylor, 
because,  having  never  declared  his  principles,  liis 
supposed  availability  is  based  upon  the  hypothesis, 
that  the  people,  unable  to  detect  the  game  of  de- 
ception by  which  no  principles  are  made  to  fit 
every  man's  principles,  will  be  influenced  in  their 
action  solely  by  an  admiration  for  military  ex- 
ploits. I  humbly  conceive  an  appeal  is  made  to 
the  passions,  and  not  to  the  understandings  of  the 
voters.  An  election  carried  by  such  influences, 
degrades  our  countrymen,  and  reflects  dishonor 
upon  our  free  republican  institutions. 

I  shall  oppose  the  election  of  General  Taylor,  be- 
cause he  belongs  to  the  standing  army;  that  branch 
of  service  from  which  have  proceeded  those  men 
who  have  overturned  all  preceding  republics,  a^id 
were  so  much  dreaded  by  our  ancestors.  He  now 
wears  his  epaulets  upon  his  shoulders,  and  girds  a 
sword  to  his  side,  and  is,  at  this  moment,  in  com- 
mand of  a  strong  force,  subject  to  his  order.  I 
have  no  objection  to  men  who  have  won  military 
distinction — such  a  man  as  Washington  was,  or 
Jackson,  or  Harrison.  But  these  men  were  taken 
from  private  life,  at  the  time  they  were  run  for  the 
Presidency;  they  had  no  banded  legions  to  make 
tiieir  elevation  dangerous  to  liberty. 

After  Washington  had  evinced  military  talent  in 
the  Indian  wars,  while  yet  a  young  man  he  returned 
to  private  life,  and  there  remained  for  seventeen 
years,  till  he  was  sent  by  his  own  State  to  the  first 
Congress  which  assembled  in  the  United  States, 
before  they  were  yet  independent.  While  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress,  he  was  elected  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  American  army;  he  remained  in  com- 
mand only  so  long  as  the  war  lasted,  and  then  re- 
signed his  commission  and  retired  to  private  life, 
where  he  remained  until  he  was  elected  a  delegate 
to  the  Convention  which  formed  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution. Of  that  body  he  was  the  President,  and, 
therefore,  had  as  much  civil  as  military  experience 
when  he  was  elected  the  first  President  after  the 
adoption  of  the  present  Constitution.  He  was  first 
in  peace  as  well  as  first  in  war.  He  was  a  citi- 
zen-soldier; and  great  as  was  his  worth  and  purity, 
I  do  not  believe  our  jealous  forefathers  would  have 
called  him  to  the  Presidential  chair  with  a  sword 
in  his  hand. 

Jackson,  too,  was  a  citizen-soldier.  When  war's 
alarms  first  aroused  the  patriotism  of  the  country, 
he  threw  aside  his  law  books,  and  shouldered  his 
musket.  The  peace  of  his  country  having  been 
won,  he  again  resumed  the  duties  of  his  profession: 
he  had  been  lawyer,  judge,  Senator  of  the  United 
States,  member  of  the  convention  which  formed  the 
constitution  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  Gov- 
ernor of  a  Territory,  and  his  civil  experience  had 
been  far  greater  than  his  military. 

Harrison  had  been,  at  an  early  day,  connected 
with  the  army  of  the  United  StateKs;  but  he  remained 


in  the  army  but  a  short  time:  he  had  also  been  the 
Governor  of  a  Territory,  delegate  to  Congress, 
Senator  of  the  United  States,  a  negotiator  of  many 
Indian  treaties,  minister  at  a  foreign  court,  and, 
finally,  clerk  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  in 
Ohio.  He  was  a  civilian;  in  the  opinion  of  his 
friends,  an  orator,  a  classical  scholar,  an  elegant 
writer;  but  he,  too,  was  a  citizen-soldier. 

General  Cass  is  also  a  citizen-soldier;  he  has  been 
United  States  marshal.  When  the  wild  blast  of  war 
sweptover  theNorthwest,  heabandoned  hisprivate 
business,  and  volunteered  to  fight  the  battles  of  his 
country;  and  after  good  service,  and  afteC  he  had 
been  promoted  to  the  office  of  brigadier  general  by 
Mr.  Madison,  he  was  appointed  and  served  with 
distinguished  ability  as  Governor  of  a  territory,  as 
negotiator  of  many  important  Indian  treaties,  ac- 
companied with  great  hazard,  as  Secretary  of  War, 
as  minister  at  a  foreign  court,  and  finally,  Senator 
of  the  United  States,  where  his  nomination  found 
him,  and  he  immediately  retired  to  private  life. 

General  Taylor,  however,  has  no  experience  but 
in  arms,  and  he  is  the  first  man  in  the  whole  his- 
tory of  the  Government,  without  any  civil  experi- 
ence, who  has  aspired  to  the  highest  civil  office 
in  the  world.  Others  may  do  as  they  will,  but  as 
for  me  and  mine,  v/e  will  resist  this  untried  ex- 
periment. 

If  I  had  another  hour,  I  would  proceed  with 
these  reasons,  because  they  could  be  greatly  mul- 
tiplied; but  I  discover  the  sands  of  my  hour  are 
fast  wasting  away. 

When  I  cast  my  eye  over  the  map  of  the  world, 
and  compare  our  happy  country  with  the  benighted 
condition  of  uncivilized  nations,  and  the  troubled 
state  of  civilized  Europe,  I  feel  proud  of  that  bi-ight 
flag  which  floats  from  the  dome  of  your  Capitol, 
and  under  whose  protection  we  sit  and  deliberate 
in  safely.  It  is  associated  with  every  high  and 
lofty  feeling — with  all  that  elevates,  adorns,  enno- 
bles, and  dignifies  man.  It  is  emblematical  of  the 
onward  and  upward  progress  of  our  great  Confed- 
eracy. It  sheds  its  light  and  power  over  ■'  the  land 
of  the  free  and  the  home  of  the  brave."  It  spreads 
its  ample  folds  from  ocean  to  ocean.  Under  it,  our 
ships  plough  every  sea,  and  our  commerce  reaches 
to  every  port.  Under  it,  but  lately,  our  army  has 
marched  in  triumph,  from  victory  to  victory,  until 
it  proudly  waved  from  the  lofty  capital  of  Mexico. 
An  expensive  war  has  been  waged  till  we  have  con- 
quered a  glorious  peace,  without  deranging  the  busi- 
ness operations  of  the  country,  and  without  a  single 
financial  panic.  Allthearts  of  peace  haveadvanced, 
and  become  more  perfect  and  useful.  Improvements 
in  our  internal  communication  have  kept  up  their 
onward  progress;  railroads  have  lengthened  out 
their  serpentine  tracks,  and  grappled  and  cemented 
the  bonds  of  our  Union.  Lightning  flashes  along 
our  telegraphic  wires,  and  friends  a  thousand  miles 
apart  hold  converse  with  each  other,  as  though  face 
to  face.  Our  people  are  contented,  thriving,  indus- 
trious, cheerful,  prosperous,  and  happy. 

What  were  the  great  measures  which  stimulated 
and  secured  this  result?  The  wise,  just,  equal 
tariff  of  1846,  and  the  abandonment  of  the  banking 
system, and  the  return  to  a  constitutional  currency, 
and  the  preservation  of  the  integrity  of  the  rights 
of  the  States,  by  abstaining  from  the  exercise  of 
any  power  not  clearly  conferred  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

Under  such  circumstances,  the  people  ask  for  no 
change.  The  people  want  no  change  of  measures; 
they  do  not  believe,  with  General  Taylor,  "a  change 
of  men  and  measures  necessary  to  arrest  the  down- 
ward tendency  of  our  national  affairs. "  They  will 
maintain  the  ascendency  of  those  measures,  for 
the  establishment  of  which  they  have  so  long 
struggled;  and  the  ides  of  November  will  prove 
their  attachment  to  those  men  who  have  been  so 
faithful  and  efficient  in  carrying  out  their  high  be- 
hests. It  is  impossible  they  should  build  up  so 
splendid  an  edifice,  and,  immediately  after  enter- 
ing into  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  their 
labor,  they  should  turn,  and,  with  ruthless  h;\nds, 
raze  this  magnificent  structure  to  theground.  Mobs 
may  be  fickle;  but  my  confidence  is  unwavering, 
that  intelligent  freemen  will  stand  firm,  unflinching, 
and  unmoved;  and  the  result  of  the  pending  elec- 
tion will  eventuate  to  the  honor,  glory,  and  perpe- 
tuity of  our  institutions. 

Mr.  BARROW  said:  As  I  was  accidentally  ab- 
sent yesterday,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  the  vote  was 
taken  by  which  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  was 
rejected,  I  have  a  desire  to   make  a  Caw  remarks 


upon  the  motion  for  a  reconsideration  now  pending; 
and  as  I  have  troubled  the  House  but  rarely  during 
the  session,  I  hope  this  desire  will  not  be  deemed 
unreasonable.  I  shall  endeavor  to  compress  what 
i  have  to  say  into  one-half  the  time  allotted  to  me 
by  a  rule  of  the  House. 

Had  I  been  present,  I  should  have  voted  for  the 
bill,  although  a  favorite  amendment — that  for  the 
repair  of  the  dam  in  the  Ohio  river,  at  Cumberland 
Island — was  rejected  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
I  had  cherished  the  hope,  sir,  that  my  amendment 
would  be  adopted,  as,  apart  from  its  great  import- 
ance to  the  internal  commerce'of  the  valley  of  the 
Mississippi,  I  had  long  since  discovered  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  Democratic  party  in  this  House 
entertained  no  "constitutional  scruples''  as  to  the 
power  of  the  General  Government  to  remove  ob- 
structions from  rivers  and  harbors.  This  hope, 
too,  was  increased  by  the  fact,  that  the  amendment 
was  similar  to  the  clause  in  the  bill,  as  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  by  which  an 
appropriation  was  made  for  the  Savannah  river, 
and  that  it  could  be  sustained  by  kindred  argu- 
ments. The  dam  in  the  Ohio  river — which,  in  its 
present  dilapidated  condition,  has  become  an  ob- 
struction to  navigation — was  placed  there  by  the 
Government  nearly  fifteen  years  ago,  under  the 
administration,  too,  of  General  Jackson,  a  strict 
constructionist  and  an  anti-internal  improvement 
man,  in  the  opinion  of  those  of  the  present  day 
who  seek  to  strengthen  their  own  unstable  posi- 
tion by  the  use  of  a  great  name.  It  was  never  en- 
tirely completed,  and  within  a  year  or  two  past,  it 
has  been  so  much  injured  by  high  floods  and  other 
causes,  that  it  has  become  dangerous  to  boats  passing 
up  or  down,  while  the  depth  of  the  channel  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  island  has  been  considerably 
lessened,  it  is  certainly,  therefore,  an  obstruction, 
created  by  the  Government,  and  which  they  are 
bound  to  abate,  either  by  repairing  or  removing  it. 
If  they  will  not  do  the  first,  let  them  do  the  last, 
and  thus  place  the  navigation  of  this  great  river  in 
the  same  condition  in  which  it  was  before  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  of  1833.  To  destroy,  to  be  sure, 
would  be  much  more  expensive  than  to  build  up; 
but  this  may  not  be  considered  by  the  "  progres- 
sive" portion  of  the  Democracy  as  a  suflicient 
argument  to  overcome  their  "  constitutional"  ob- 
jections. 

I  should  have  taken  these  and  other  grounds, 
Mr.  Speaker,  in  support  of  my  amendment,  could 
I  have  had  the  opportunity  of  addressing  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  or  the  House  upon  it.  It 
was  rejected,  and  though,  I  thought,  unreasonably, 
I  did  not  choose  to  vote  against  a  similar  appropri- 
ation for  the  Savannah  rivor,  as  I  considered  it 
proper  and  necessary,  and  as  I  trust  I  shall  never 
be  found  legislating  from  feelings  of  disappoint- 
ment or  spite,  or  from  sectional  considerations. 

Let  us  now  approach  the  more  general  and  im- 
portant points  of  the  subject  before  us. 

A  strange  spectacle  has  been  presented  in  this 
House  during  the  present  session.  It  has  been 
ordinarily  the  case  in  the  history  of  parties  in  this 
country,  that  those  who  professed  to  coincide  in 
opinion  with  anexisting  Administration  were  found 
ready  to  support  its  recommendations,  and  that 
those  who  were  considered  the  opposition  were  not 
depended  upon,  or  looked  to,  as  the  means  by 
which  these  recommendations  would  be  passed. 
But  what  have  we  seen  in  this  House?  A  large 
portion,  if  not  a  majority,  of  the  Democratic  party 
arrayed  in  opposition  to  the  recommendations  of 
an  Administration  which  they  aided  to  bring  into 
power,  and  of  which,  on  occasions  when  they  be- 
lieve political  capital  may  be  made,  they  are  still 
willing  to  profess  to  be  the  ardent  supporters.  Re- 
fer to  the  naval  and  other  appropriation  bills  of  the 
present  session,  and  you  will  find  a  large  number 
of  the  names  of  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  Chamber  recorded  in  the  negative.  What  will 
you  find  in  reference  to  the  course  of  the  Whigs? 
That  they  have  stood  up  like  patriots,  and  sus- 
tained, almost  to  a  man,  the  measures  necessary  to 
carry  on  the  Government,  even  though  they  were 
recommended  by  an  Administration  for  which  they 
had  but  little  cause  to  entertain  either  affection  or 
respect.  The  course  of  our  opponents  is  the  high- 
est compliment  that  could  have  been  paid  to  the 
Whi^s.  They  would  not  have  vcntui-ed  to  vote 
to  withhold  the  necessary  supiilies,  had  they  not 
believed  that  thi.s  side  of  the  House  would  not 
permit  a  factious  or  disorganiznig  spirit  to  inter- 
fere with  the  duty  of  legislators  and  patriots.    Let 
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them  play  the  demagogue  as  Jhey  might,  they 
knew  that  the  Whig  party  would  not  sacrifice  or 
disregard  the  interests  of  the  country,  and  tliat 
thev  would  be  ready  to  sustain  tlie  recomincnda- 
tioiis  even  of  this  Administration,  when  they 
thought  tliose  interests  demanded  it.  How  loudly 
does  this  conduct  of  our  opponents  speak  in  lavor 
of  the  conservatism  and  liberality  of  the  Whig 
party ! 

I  am  reminded,  Mr.  Speaker,  by  my  friend  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  Barrincer]  of  another  fact. 
The  Whigs  have  been  denounced  upon  tliis  floor, 
and  throughout  the  country,  as  "traitors,"  because 
they  were  not  ready  to  vole  for  everything  the 
E.xecutive  demanded,  to  carry  on  his  schemes  of 
conquest;  and  because,  among  other  things,  they 
refused  to  place  ten  additional  regiments  at  his  con- 
trol, when  every  breeze  from  Mexico  bore  the  glad 
tidings  of  the  prospect  of  peace.  Yes;  even  then, 
because  they  were  unwilling  to  increase,  unneces- 
saiily,  the  expenditures  of  the  Government,  and 
especially  to  swell  the  already  overshadowing  and 
corrupting  patronage  of  the  Executive,  they  were 
accused  of  "  moral  treason."  Now,  however, 
when  appropriations  are  needed  for  domestic  iji- 
terests,  and  for  carrying  on  our  Government  as  it 
already  exists — when  something  is  asked  for  the 
purpose  of  maintaining  peace,  by  increasing  the 
means  of  friendly  intercommunication  with  other 
rations,  or  for  strengthening  those  fortifications 
which  have  been  erected  at  home  for  defence 
against  foreign  aggression  or  invasion,  we  find 
many  of  these  self-styled  patriots,  these  devoted 
and  untiring  promoters  of  the  honor  and  glory  of 
their  country,  manfully  uttering  an  indignant  No, 
and  leaving  the  support  of  the  recommendations 
of  their  own  Administration  to  the  derided  and 
slandered  Whigs  !  Js  this  consistency  .'  Can  ihe 
Democrats  in  this  House,  who  have  acted  in  this 
manner,  justify  themselves  before  the  country? 
Where  will  the  people  hereafter  look  for  patriot- 
ism and  liberality — for  broad  and  impartial  legis- 
lation ?  Let  the  course  of  the  two  parties  in  this 
House,  during  the  present  session,  furnish  the 
reply. 

It  may  not  be  inappropriate,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
inquire  into  the  motives  of  such  conduct.  I  shall 
do  so  with  all  proper  respect,  but  ai  the  same  time 
•with  candor  and  fearlessness. 

1  well  recollect  having  listened  with  considerable 
interest,  a  few  months  ago,  to  the  speech  of  a  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Webster,]  delivered  in  his  place  in  the  Senate. 
Amongst  other  things,  he  predicted  what  would  be 
the  result  of  the  nomination  at  Baltimore,  so  far  as 
Mr.  Polk  was  concerned;  how  that,  after  the  22d 
May,  he — now  so  much  courted  and  flattered — 
would  sink  to  the  level  of  other  men,  foigotlen  or 
disregarded,  while  the  apotlieosis  which  had  been 
promised  to  him  would  be  reserved  for  the  fortu- 
nate nominee,  whether  he  were  a  nuvushomo,  who 
might  be  selected  because  he  was  unknown  out  of 
his  own  county  or  village,  or  the  hackneyed  poli- 
tician who  had  occupied  different  positions  on  the 
same  question,  or  had  been  "  everything  by  turns, 
and  nothing  long."  He  depicted,  in  graphic  terms, 
the  prominent  traits  in  the  character  of  the  Demo- 
crats of  our  time,  and  most  happily  liit  them  off* 
when  he  said  that  they  were  unlike  the  sunflower 
— llitij  would  never  be  found  ready  to 
"  Turn  to  their  god  when  he  sets 
The  same  look  which  (they)  gave  when  he  rose." 
How  completely  has  this  prediction  been  verified  ! 
We  find  the  same  men,  or  many  of  them,  voting 
again.'Jt  the  recommendations  of  the  Administra- 
tion, in  the  last  year  of  its  existence,  whose  very 
slightest  behest  they  were  willing  to  ratify  when  it 
was  first  installed  in  power — men  now  withhold- 
irig  their  support  from  important  ajjpropriation 
bills  suggested  by  this  same  Administration,  who 
did  not  hesitate  to  vote  for  the  establishment  of  the 
rank  of  Lieutenant  General,  and  the  grantino-  of 
three  millions  to  buy  the  peace  from  Santa  Anna 
which  wa.s  to  be  so  easily  and  ho  gloriou.sly  con- 
quered !  They  now  avert  their  eyes  from  .Tames 
K.  Polk,  either  in   indifference  or  disgust,  and  fix 

them,  in   fond   adulation,  upon  their  future  idol 

the  nominee  of  the  Baltimore  Convention  ! 

Another  motive  may  be  attributed  to  these  gen- 
tlemen. A  Presidential  contest  is  ai)proac.hing — 
a  contest  in  which  it  is  believed  l)y  many  far-seeing 
Democrats  that  their  candidate  will  come  out 
"  second  best."  It  is  important  for  them,  there- 
fore,   that   every  point  of  advantage   should   be 


seized,  and  that  they  should  increase  their  capital 
by  fictitious  additions.  They  will  go  before  the 
peojile  and  endeavor  to  show  that  the  Whigs  have 
been  wastefully  extravagant;  that  they  have  been 
ready  to  vote  for  any  and  every  appropriation. 
They  will  talk  piteously  of  the  manner  in  which 
the  hard  earnings  of  the  poor  have  been  squan- 
dered by  the  "  Federal-Mexican  Whigs,"  and  will 
point  to  the  Journals  to  furnish  evidence  of  their 
own  economy  and  thriftiness!  But  they  will  be 
met  everywhere,  and  when  all  the  facts  are  .spread 
before  a  just  and  intelligent  people,  the  result  may 
be  safely* anticipated. 

Another  strange  spectacle,  Mr.  Speaker,  has 
been  presented  upon  this  floor.  A  large  number 
of  the  Democratic  party  believe  in  the  constitu- 
tionality and  necessity  of  internal  improvements — 
how  many  1  will  not  venture  to  specify;  but  I 
shall  not  be  far  from  the  mark  when  I  say  about 
one-third.  Twenty-five  of  them  voted  for  the  first 
of  the  series  of  resolutions  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce,  the  other  day,  in  favor  of  a 
judicious  system  of  internal  improvements,  and  I 
iiave  no  doubt,  from  what  1  have  seen  during  this 
session,  that  others  are  of  the  same  way  of  think- 
ing. Well,  sir,  what  did  we  find  when  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  bill  was  upon  its  final  passage.' 
Only  eleveri  of  this  number  were  ready  to  adhere  to 
the  position  they  had  previously  occupied  by 
voting  for  a  bill  containing  an  appropriation  of 
!|j50,0U0  for  the  Savannah  river.  The  others  were 
either  in  the  negative  or  in — the  vocalive. 

What  could  have  been  the  reason  for  the  conduct 
of  these  gentlemen  ?  Either  that  this  item  was  in- 
appropriately inserted,  or  that  they  knew  that  the 
President's  veto  would  be  applied  if  it  were  re- 
tained in  the  bill.  Let  us  examine  each  of  these 
points  for  a  few  moments. 

1  would  ask  the  Speaker  of  this  House,  and 
others  who  have  been  here  longer  than  he,  if  they 
have  not,  on  repeated  occasions,  in  the  course  of 
their  legislative  career,  found  items  inserted  in  dif- 
ferent bills  to  which  they  were  less  appropriate 
than  this  item  is  to  the  bill  which  was  rejected  yes- 
terday.' Though  my  own  experience  here  is  short, 
I  have  been  in  the  habit  for  years  of  looking  close- 
ly into  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  and  1  may 
safely  say  that  1  have  often  discovered  amendments 
to  bills  of  various  descriptions  less  germane,  less 
in  place,  than  this  small  appropriation  for  clearing 
out  obstructions  in  an  important  river,  and  thus 
improving  our  internal  commerce,  can  be  deemed 
in  a  bill  providing  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ex- 
penditures of  the  Government.  In  the  present 
crowded  state  of  our  legislation,  Mr.  Speaker,  this 
must  often  be  the  case.  The  business  before  us  of 
a  public  and  private  character  has  greatly  increased 
within  a  few  years  past,  and  is  increasing  every 
day,  and  many  matters  of  great  importance  will  be 
postponed  from  session  to  session,  and  probably 
forever,  if  we  await  the  passage  of  a  separate  bill 
for  each,  or  refuse  to  take  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity that  may  be  offered  to  bring  them  in,  by 
way  of  amendments  to  such  bills  as  are  usually 
allowed  the  precedence  in  this  House.  Besides 
this  general  consideration,  however,  which  must 
forcibly  strike  every  one,  we  have  had  two  or  more 
instances  presented  to  us  during  this  debate  where 
amendments  were  inserted  in  general  appropriation 
bills,  at  previous  sessions  of  Congress,  and  by 
Democratic  votes,  too,  without  hesitation  or  ques- 
tion, which  were  as  much,  or  more,  out  of  place 
than  the  proposed  appropriation  for  the  Savannah 
river  in  the  rejected  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  Pre- 
cedent and  necessity  may  both,  therefore,  be  ad- 
duced to  justify  the  insertion  of  this  section;  and  I 
cannot  believe  that  our  Democratic  friends  would 
disregard  both,  unless  some  other  motive,  some 
more  powerful  influence,  was  at  work  upon  them 
than  the  mere  apprehension  that  they  were  doing 
wrong  to  insert  an  appropriation  for  internal  im- 
provements, to  which  many  of  them  are  not  op- 
posed, in  a  general  bill  of  thi.^  description. 

We  can  have  no  difficulty,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  dis- 
covering what  this  controlling  motive  is.  It  has 
been  disclosed  upon  this  floor  with  but  little  deli- 
cacy and  without  much  respect  for  the  dignity  and 
independence  of  this  House.  The  President  of 
the  United  Slates  will  veto  this  bill  if  this  obnox- 
ious clause  is  retained,  and  we  ought,  therefore,  to 
pass  the  bill  without  it!  This  is  the  tenor  if  not 
the  very  words  of  assurances  or  threats  which 
have  been  made  here  with  a  view  of  influencing 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  and  of  bringing 


them,  subservient  and  cringing,  to  the  footstool  of 
the  Executive.  For  one,  1  spurn  such  an  inflii'- 
ence,  and  utterly  deny  that  the  intentions  orwishes 
of  the  President  should  have  the  slightest  effect 
upon  our  conduct  here.  Our  ConsTitution  and 
earlier  annals  plainly  show  that  the  legislative  de- 
partment was  intended  to  be  entirely  independent 
of  the  Executive.  The  former,  in  fact,  declares, 
in  so  many  words,  that  the  legislative  powers  of 
the  Government  shall  be  vested  in  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives,  while  it  points  out  the 
separate  and  peculiar  duties  of  the  Executive. 
Notwithstanding  this  strongly-marked  separation, 
however,  the  doctrines  broached  within  the  last 
fifteen  years,  and  sustained  at  no  time  with  more 
boldness  than  during  the  present  Administration, 
in  reference  to  the  power  and  prerogative  of  the 
President,  have  been  of  the  most  startling  charac- 
ter, and  should  arrest  the  attention  of  the  most 
thoughtless  or  confirling.  Not  only  has  the  actual 
veto  been  frequently  thrust  into  this  Hall  and  made 
to  play  the  part  of  the  executioner  of  the  interests 
and  wishes  of  the  people,  but  it  is  now  lield  up  to 
us  in  advance,  and  we  are  called  upon  to  shape 
our  measures,  if  we  would  avoid  its  blighting 
presence  again,  so  as  to  meet  the  views  or  scruples 
of  our  good  lord  and  master,  the  President.  We 
are  told,  in  effect,  that  we  would  save  much  breath 
and  much  time  if  we  would  ascertain  beforehand^ 
by  whatever  means  we  may,  whether  this  or  that 
bill  will  not  be  so  taintedbysom*  amend  men  tor  sec- 
tion, deemed  by  us  to  be  proper  and  important,  and 
not  at  all  unfragrant,  as  to  smell  rank  in  the  deli- 
cate nostrils  of  the  Executive,  and  thus  produce 
the  rejection  of  the  whole  measure.  The  Presi- 
dent is  made,  not  only  a  part  of  the  legislative 
power,  but  he  becomes,  in  fact,  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  making  what  laws  he  pleases, 
and  bending  the  coordinate  branches  of  the  Gov- 
ernment— which  were  intended  as  checks  and  bal- 
ances— as  well  as  the  interests  of  the  people,  to  his 
supreme  will  and  pleasure.  Why,  sir,  if  these 
doctrines  prevail,  our  boasted  institutions  would 
be  much  less  acceptable  to  a  freeman  than  those 
which  it  was  the  object  of  our  Revolution  to  throw 
off.  Our  Government  would  become  a  despotism 
of  the  worst  sort,  because,  in  the  midst  of  party 
excitement  and  with  Democratic  professions  in  its 
mouth,  it  would  always  be  able  to  gather  the  de- 
ceived and  the  corrupt  to  its  support.  In  a  real 
despotism,  such  as  Turkey  presents,  or  which 
prevails  to  a  great  extent  in  Russia,  we  should 
make  no  struggle,  and  our  very  submission  would 
ensure  our  safety,  by  securing  the  few  privileges 
we  might  possess,  while  by  a  Government  claiming 
to  be  Democratic — to  be  constantly  alive  to  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  people — the  very  effort 
to  resist  its  oppressions  and  expose  its  duplicity 
would  be  denounced  as  "  moral  treason,"  inces- 
sant appeals  being  made  the  meanwhile  to  the 
prejudices  and  passions  of  those  who  feared  no 
danger  to  their  liberties,  because  they  would  be- 
lieve that  they  had  uniformly  enjoyed  them  with- 
out unjust  control  or  illegal  limitation. 

The  encroachments  of  the  Executive,  Mr.  Speak- 
er, upon  the  privileges  and  rights  of  Congress  and 
of  the  people,  whose  opinions  it  was  intended  to 
embody  and  express,  have  always  furnished 
grounds  of  apprehension  to  real  patriots,  or  to  those 
who  professed  to  be  so,  from  the  commencement 
of  our  Government.  Many  of  the  sages  of  the  era 
of  the  formation  of  our  Constitution,  with  a  fore- 
sight almost  superhuman,  foreshadowed,  in  elo- 
quent terms,  the  dangers  that  might  result  from 
the  power  bestowed  upon  the  Executive.  Men  of 
more  recent  date,  but  hardly  less  distinguished, 
have  also  raised  their  warning  voice  against  the 
encroachments  of  this  department.  Andrew  Jack- 
son and  Thomas  H.  Benton — arcndrs  ambo,  with 
the  Democracy — were  found,  some  twenty  years 
ago,  in  the  ranks  of  those  who  resisted  the  increase 
of  Executive  power,  and  sought  to  control  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  Government  and  the  improper 
exercise  of  its  patronage.  I  need  not  recall  the 
recollection  of  this  House  to  the  celebrated  "  East 
Room"  letter — that  is  a  musty  document,  and  has 
been  long  since  .sent  to  the  tomb  of  the  Capulets, 
disappointed  and  unaneled — a  document  of  which 
its  aistinguished  author,  the  embryo  lieutenant 
general,  has  since  repented  no  doubt  in  sackcloth 
and  ashes.  But,  sir,  I  will  recall  one  of  the  recol- 
lections of  my  own  youth— a  recollection  which  is 
intimately  associated  with  the  most  celebrated  of 
the  two  names  I  have  mentioned.     Amongst  the 
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raost  important  political  tenets  which  I  was  taught, 
sir,  when  1  was  just  entering  upon  the  threshold 
•of  manhood,  was  that  inculcated  by  Andrew  Jack- 
son, that  tJie  power  of  the  Executive  of  this  nation 
"had  increased,  was  increasing,  and  ought  to  be 
diminished."  You  may  not  have  forgotten — I  have 
not — his  famous  letter  to  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, when  he  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States — having  been  renominated  as  a  candi- 
date for  the  Presidency — in  which  he  not  only  advo- 
cates the  election  of  the  CiMef  Magistrate  directly 
by  ihe  people,  as  a  means  of  preventing  "  bargain, 
intrigue,  and  corruption,"  but  recommends  an 
amendment  of  the  Constitution,  by  which  members 
of  Congress  shall  be  prevented  from  receiving  office 
from  the  Executive  for  two  years,  I  believe,  after 
their  term  of  service  shall  have  expired.  And  what 
was  the  reason  of  this  last  recommendation  ?  The 
{purport  of  his  argument,  though  not  the  words, 
was,  that  the  Executive  had  coiled  itself  like  an 
anaconda  around  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  and 
v/as  able  either  to  crush  them  to  death  or  to  force 
them  to  comply  with  its  wishes.  This  letter  was 
one  of  the  articles  of  our  faith  in  Tennessee,  Mr. 
Speaker,  when,  in  that  noble  State,  we  were  all 
Jackson  men.  But,  in  after  times,  when  the  "  old 
Hero"  ceased  to  be,  in  the  words  of  the  lamented 
Crockett,  a  Jackson  man  himself,  we  left  him,  and 
under  other  leaders  still  advocated  the  doctrines 
which  we  had  learned  from  his  venerated  lips. 

In  contending,  then,  sir,  against  the  proposed 
mode  of  exercising  Executive  influence  in  this 
House,  I  am  not  inconsistent,  but  1  am  only  car- 
rying out  th'8  lessons  which  I  was  taught  in  the 
old  Jackson  school.  I  consider  that  it  would  not 
only  show  an  absence  of  proper  self-respect  and 
'dignity,  but  that  it  would  be  an  indelible  disgrace 
to  the  Representatives  of  the  people — a  people  yet 
free — to  stop  for  a  single  moment  to  inquire  what 
were  the  wishes  of  the  Executive,  or  what  he  in- 
tended to  do,  in  reference  to  any  matter  which  may 
be  proposed  for  our  decision.  We  are  an  inde- 
pendent branch  of  this  Government;  we  are,  more 
than  any  other  portion  of  it,  the  immediate  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people;  we  come  fresh  from  them, 
and  every  two  years  return  our  authority  into 
their  hands,  and  we  ought,  therefore,  to  know 
more  of  their  intentions  and  desires,  and  to  be  con- 
sidered more  willing  and  able  to  carry  them  into 
effect,  than  any  oth^r  branch  of  this  Government. 
If  there  is  to  be  instruction  or  dictation  anywhere, 
it  should  be  sent  from  us  to  the  President,  and  not 
from  the  President  to  us.  He  delights  to  call  him- 
self the  servant  of  the  people.  Why  should  he 
seek  to  be  the  master  of  their  immediate  represent- 
atives? Sir,  I  consider,  that  from  our  position  and 
our  commission,  we  are  higher  than  the  Execu- 
tive, if  any  branch  of  this  Government  is  higher 
than  another;  and,  as  a  representative  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  free  people  of  Tennessee,  1  would  scorn 
to  kneel  down  before  him  and  say,  in  humble  sup- 
plication, "  May  it  please  your  Majesty,  wliat 
laws  shall  we,  your  humble  and  faithful  commons, 
enact  that  will  obtain  your  royal  approval?"  Sir, 
I  feel  the  blood  of  a  freeman  rushing  more  hotly 
through  my  veins  at  the  very  thought.  I  feel  that 
I  should  dishonor  the  memory  and  actions  of  the 
fathers  of  the  Revolution,  if  at  this  early  day — 
only  something  more  than  half  a  century  removed 
from  the  period  of  their  labors — I  should  thus  con- 
sent to  approach  a  coordinate  branch  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  lay  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
people  at  its  feet.  Little  did  they  think  that  any 
portion  of  their  descendants  who  might  have  the 
honor  of  seats  upon  this  floor  would,  in  so  short 
a  time  from  the  consummation  of  their  noble  work, 
condescend  to  await  the  behest  of  the  Executive 
before  they  could  make  up  their  own  minds  upon 
any  measure  of  public  policy! 

We  should  legislate  in  this  Hall,  Mr.  Speaker, 
without  seeking  to  ascertain  the  opinions  of  any 
man  or  body  out  of  it,  except  the  great  body  of 
the  people.  Let  me  ask  you  a  question.  Do  we 
await  the  action  or  wishes  of  the  Senate — a  por- 
tion of  theGovernment  which  is  more  immediately 
connected  with  us  than  the  President — before  we 
arrive  at  a  decision  upon  measures  which  may  be 
proposed  to  us  ?  Do  they  come  to  us,  on  the  other 
hand,  and  seek  to  know  what  are  our  opinions, 
before  they  introduce  or  pass  upon  any  measure 
of  general  interest?  Were  they  to  do  so,  I  should 
be  ready  to  commit  them  to  that  fate  to  which  a 
distinguished  Senator  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Hanne- 
gan]  was  anxious  to  consign  Mr.  Polk,  should  he 


abandon  the  line  of  54°  40'  in  the  Oregon  contro- 
versy— "  a  depth  of  infamy  from  which  the  hand 
ef  resurrection  would  never  raise  them."  Let  us 
look  at  the  course  of  the  Senate  on  the  great  ques- 
tion which  is  now  before  them — the  slavery  com- 
promise. When  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
take  charge  of  this  question,  did  they  wait  to 
know  what  might  be  our  opinions  upon  the  sub- 
ject? No,  sir;  they  went  to  work  like  men  and 
Senators,  guided  by  their  own  opinions,  as  an  in- 
dependejit  branch  of  the  Government,  and  seeking 
to  give  effect  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  judgments 
and  their  own  counsels,  and  to  settle  a  question 
which  may  be  almost  considered  as  big  with  the 
fate  of  Rome  itself.  I  will  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  in 
passing,  that  I  am  inclined  to  give  my  support  to 
the  proposition  which  they  have  introduced  in  the 
Senate,  not  only  because  1  am  exceedingly  anxious 
to  bring  this  vexed  question  to  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment, but  because  I  have  much  confidence  in  the 
prudence  and  wisdom  of  the  distinguished  men 
who  compose  the  committee.  I  shall  reserve  to 
myself,  however,  the  right  to  investigate  the  sub- 
ject, and  to  take  such  a  course  as  my  own  judg- 
ment shall  suggest. 

We  should  legislate  in  this  Hall,  I  repeat,  Mr. 
Speaker,  upon  our  own  opinions  and  judgment, 
and  our  own  ideas  of  the  rights  of  the  people  and 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution.  When  any 
measure  is  proposed,  it  becomes  us  not  to  inquire 
or  argue  here  in  our  places  either  whether  the  Pres- 
ident or  the  Senate  may  be  in  favor  of  it,  but  whether 
it  is  proper  and  right  in  itself,  and  calculated  to 
promote  the  interests  of  the  country.  Let  this  be 
always  our  course,  and  we  need  never  fear  to  stand 
before  our  constituents,  though  we  should  differ  in 
opinion  with  the  President  or  the  Senate,  or  both. 
There  might  be  reason  and  propriety  in  members  of 
this  House  seeking  to  interchange  opinions,  in  pri- 
vate intercourse,  with  those  belonging  to  the  other, 
as,  together,  they  constitute  the  legislative  depart- 
ment of  the  Government;  and  it  is  very  natural, 
too,  that  the  opinions  of  our  colleagues  there,  being 
generally  men  of  experience  and  character,  should 
have  weight  in  the  formation  of  our  opinions.  But, 
while  such  might  be  the  case,  there  would  be  a 
universal  burst  of  indignation  here,  were  the  sup- 
porters or  opponents  of  any  measure  to  seek  to 
deter  us  from  voting  according  to  our  own  judg- 
ments, by  announcing  or  intimating  that  the  Senate 
would  certainly  undo  or  nullify  our  work,  and  that 
we  were,  therefore,  expending  our  time  to  no  effect. 
How  mucli  more  loudly  and  indignantly  ought  we 
to  raise  our  voices  against  the  position  assumed, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  on  the  other  side,  in 
reference  to  the  probable,  nay,  almost  certain, 
exercise  of  the  veto  power  by  the  President,  if  we 
persist  in  retaining  an  obnoxious  section  in  this 
bill!  In  assuming  this  position,  these  gentlemen 
may  believe  that  they  are  taking  Democratic 
ground — that  they  are  acting  in  conformity  with 
the  spirit  and  letter  of  a  free  Constitution — that 
they  are  guarding  the  independence  of  this  House 
and  the  rights  of  the  people;  but  I  cannot,  for  my 
life,  bring  myself  to  the  same  conclusion;  I  cannot 
but  think  that  the  effect  of  their  course,  if  they 
succeed,  will  be  to  destroy  the  strongest  bulwark 
which  is  yet  left  to  us  against  the  encroachments 
of  the  President,  and  to  produce  a  combination  of 
functions,  of  a  distinct  and  independent  character, 
in  the  Executive,  already  become  fearfully  power- 
ful from  its  station  and  its  patronage. 

Whatever  others  may  do,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall 
not  wait  to  learn  whether  the  President  will  veto 
this  bill  because  the  appropriation  for  tlie  Savan- 
nah river  may  be  retained;  and  the  threats  of  such 
a  result  will  have  no  influence  upon  my  conduct. 

Mr.  MEADE  hqre  asked  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  if  in  his  opinion  the  President  ought  to 
veto  the  bill,  should  he  think  it  contained  uncon- 
stitutional propositions  ? 

Mr.  BARROW.  Certainly;  but  that  is  not  the 
question  here.  I  contend  that  we  have  no  right  to 
know,  or  even  to  inquire  beforehand,  what  the 
President  may  deem  constitutional  or  otherwise, 
or  what  may  be  his  course  in  reference  to  any  par- 
ticular measure  which  may  become  the  subject  of 
legislation  in  this  Hall.  What  he  may  have  done 
heretofore,  we  are  aware  of;  what  he  may  do  here- 
after rests  with  himself,  for  which  he  alone,  and 
not  we,  will  be  responsible.  It  may  be  that  there 
is  something  in  the  proposed  appropriation  which 
may  give  it  a  different  character,  in  his  estimation, 
from  the  internal  improvement  measures  he  has 


previously  vetoed.  The  fact  that  the  obstructions 
in  the  Savannah  river  were  placed  there  by  the 
Confederation,  and  with  the  intention  of  preventing 
the  approach  of  a  hostile  fleet  to  a  flourishing 
southern  city,  may  furnish  him  with  a  good  or 
plausible  reason  or  excuse  for  giving  his  assent  te 
a  bill  containing  provisions  for  the  support  of  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  portions  of  our  Government, 
and  of  course  for  the  payment  of  his  ov/n,and  the 
salaries  of  his  Cabinet,  Other  reasons  may  influ- 
ence his  course,  or  he  may  even  have  the  manli- 
ness to  acknowledge  a  change  of  opinion  upon  this 
great  subject,  in  which  the  people  feel  so  deep  an 
interest.  At  all  events,  it  is  not  our  business  or 
our  duty  to  forego  our  own  opinions,  or  surrender 
our  rights,  because  he  may,  possibly  or  probably, 
apply  that  kingly  prerogative,  which  he  is  so  fond 
of  using,  to  smother  a  measure  of  interest  and  im- 
portance, which  a  majority  of  this  House  may 
deem  proper  and  constitutional.  Let  him  act  as 
he  pleases;  let  him  veto  the  bill,  and  thus,  to  use 
the  words  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  "  stop 
the  wheels  of  Government,"  I,  for  one,  humble 
and  undistinguished  as  I  am,  will  be  ready  to  meet 
the  issue;  to  go  before  the  people  as  the  advocate 
of  the  independence  and  dignity  of  their  represent- 
atives against  the  dicttJtion  or  interference  of  the 
Executive  department. 

I  shall  vote,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  motion  to  re- 
consider, which  I  have  no  doubt  will  prevail.  I 
shall  then  oppose  any  effort  that  may  be  made 
to  strike  out  the  "  objectionable"  section.  The  bill 
will  most  probably  pass  the  House  with  this  sec- 
tion in  it.  It  will  then  go  to  the  Senate,  and  should 
it  be  passed  there,  will  be  sent  to  the  President. 
According  to  the  predictions  or  threat.s  of  some  of 
his  friends,  it  will  be  returned  to  this  House  with 
his  objections.  The  effort  will  probably  be  made 
to  pass  it  over  his  head  by  the  requisite  two-thirds 
vote,  and  should  that  effort  fail,  it  will  then  become 
our  duty  to  determine  what  further  steps  the  inter- 
ests of  the  country  may  require  us  to  take. 

This  is  the  simple  and  direct  course,  sir,  which 
the  Constitution  points  out,  and  which  it  becomes 
us  as  the  representatives  of  the  people  to  pursue, 
without  being  stopped,  or  turned  aside,  for  a  mo- 
ment, by  the  apprehension  or  the  threat  that  our 
labors  may  be  rendered  fruitless  by  the  will  and 
power  of  one  man,  who,  though  President,  is  not 
yet,  thank  God,  an  absolute  king.  Whatever  may 
be  his  conduct,  let  us  do  our  duty,  and  trust  the 
result  to  the  verdict  of  those  to  whom  he  is  ame- 
nable, as  well  as  ourselves — a  free  and  intelligent 
people;  who,  be  their  political  predilections  what 
they  may,  can  never  consent  to  approve  Executive 
encroachment  or  usurpation. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  then  moved  the 
previous  question,  and  there  was  a  second. 

Mr.  COCKE  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  said  he  should  insist  on 
the  yeas  and  nays  if  that  motion  was  persisted  in, 
for  this  was  the  only  day  on  which  a  motion  could 
be  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed.  Let  the  vote  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill  be  reconsidered,  and  then  let  a 
motion  be  made  to  reconsider  the  engrossment,  and 
then  the  House  could  adjourn. 

Mr.  COCKE  said  he  had  no  intention  to  do  any- 
thing that  would  create  embarrassment,  and  there- 
fore he  withdrew  his  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  rejected, 
and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  was  now  recognized  by 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  a  reconsideration 
of  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 
If  the  House  was  disposed  to  take  the  question 
now  on  the  reconsideration,  he  would  withdraw  the 
motion  to  adjourn  and  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  rose  to  a  question  of  order, and 
insisted  that  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr. 
Cobb]  could  not  make  two  motions  at  once. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  also  insisted  that  no 
motion  could  be  entertained,  inasmuch  as  he  had 
the  floor. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  raised  another  point  of  order, 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  engrossment 
could  not  now  be  entertained,  because  a  like  motion 
on  a  previous  day  had  been  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  COBB  (amidst  much  confusion  and  excite- 
ment) stated  that,  on  the  discovery  of  the  error. 
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■which  was  explained  two  days  as:o,  in  the  record- 
ing: of  the  vote  of  liis  colleague,  [Mr.  Stephens,] 
when  the  vote  on  striking  out  the  appropriation 
for  ilie  Savannah  river  was  changed,  the  Speaker 
decided  that  the  vole  ordering  the  engrossment  was 
null  and  void;  and  therefore  that  the  motion  would 
again  be  put  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  an  adjournment,  which 
was  cigreed  to. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday, /ic/y  21,  1848. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  petition 
from  Amos  Kendall,  late  Postmaster  General,  and 
John  E.  Kendall,  asking  that  provision  may  be 
made  for  securing  the  payment  of  a  claim  against 
the  Western  Cherokee  Indians  out  of  the  money 
due  by  tli£  United  States  to  those  Indians;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflairs. 

Mr.  PEARCE  presented  a  petition  from  Louisa 
Catharine  Adams,  and  other  heirs  of  Joshua  John- 
son, deceased,  asking  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts of  the  deceased,  late  consul  and  commercial 
agent  at  London,  on  principles  of  equity,  and  the 
payment  of  any  balance  which  may  be  found  due 
for  his  services;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DICKINSON,  it  was 
Reaoh-eil,  Tliat  the  Coiiiinittce  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  thi;  pro|iiiely  of  giviiii;  to  the  volun- 
teers who  have  served  in  the  war  with  Mexico  the  arms 
and  accoutrements  with  which  they  have  perl'ornied  said 
service. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEN,  it  was 
Resolved,  That  the  Cnininittee  on  Printing  be  instructed 
to  inquire  and  report  to  the  Senate  what  extra  pubhc  docu- 
ments, and  what  number  of  each,  the  Senate  has  ordered  to 
be  printed  this  session  ;  what  number  of  each  has  been 
printed  and  delivered,  and  when  the  remainder  are  liiiely 
to  be  printed  and  delivered. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Miss  Dix,  reported 
a  bill  making  a  grant  of  public  lands  to  the  several 
States  of  the  Union  for  certain  purposes;  which 
was  read  a  first  time. 

[This  bill  grants  to  the  several  States  five  mil- 
lions of  acres,  to  be  apportioned  in  the  comparative 
ratio  of  the  geographical  area  and  the  representa- 
tion of  said  States  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
according  to  the  census  of  1850.] 

Mr.  DIX  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  up  the 
bill  at  an  early  day  for  discussion. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Hale,  calling  for 
information  from  the  Navy  Department  relative  to 
the  punishment  of  seamen  in  the  United  States 
ves^sels,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

Thefimendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  the  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  a  certain  public 
reservation  in  the  city  of  Washington,  was  con- 
curred in. 

Naval  appropriations. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  moved  that  the  Senate  re- 
sume the  consideration  of  the  naval  appropriation 
bill. 

Mr.  YULEE  hoped  that  this  bill  would  not  be 
taken  up  to-day.  He  had  several  amendments 
which  he  had  been  instructed  to  move  from  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Ailairs,  which  he  was  not 
pi-epared  now  to  submit.  Other  amendments 
would  also  be  offered,  and  it  would  be  impossible 
to  get  through  the  bill  to-day,  especially  as  the 
Senator  from  Delaware  had  given  notice  of  his 
intention  to  call  up  the  Territorial  bill,  after  the 
morning  hour. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  that  the  very  reason 
urged  by  the  Senator  against  taking  up  the  bill, 
that  many  amendments  would  be  offered,  ought  to 
induce  the  Senate  to  take  it  up.  The  service  was 
suffering  through  the  delay  of  this  bill.  And  if 
we  could  not  get  through,  some  of  the  amend- 
ments might  be  di.sposed  of. 

Mr.  ALLENcxprcssedahopethatthebill  would 
be  taken  up,  and  some  progress  be  made  in  it. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  gave  notice  that  at  twelve 
o'clock  he  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  arrest  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
the  Territorial  bill  for  consideration. 

The  bill  wa.s  then  taken  up,  and  the  question 
pending  being  the  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Nii.Es  had  been  agreed  to — 

Mr.  PHELPS  gave  briefly  some  rcasona  which 


would  induce  him  to  change  his  vote  on  the  amend- 
ment introduced  by  Mr.  Niles,  in  favor  of  which 
he  had  yesterday  recorded  his  vote.  Since  yes- 
terday, he  had  understood  that  the  vessels  now  in 
progress  of  consiruciion  were  larger,  as  had  been 
found  necessary  for  the  purposes  of  the  Govern- 
ment, than  had  been  originally  contracted  for.  As 
this  system  has  become  the  settled  policy  of  the 
country,  he  should  no  longer  oppose  it,  although 
he  had  opposed  it. 

Mr.  NILES  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply,  in 
which  he  expressed  his  willingness  to  withdraw  so 
much  of  the  amendment  as  limited  the  term  to  five 
yeas.  As  a  friend  of  the  system,  he  wished  to  pro- 
tect it  against  abuses. 

Mr.  FOOTE  vindicated  the  advance  of  the  money 
to  the  contractors. 

Mr.  BENTON  remarked  on  the  additions  re- 
cently made  to  our  coast,  and  the  necessity  of  in- 
creasing postal  facilities.  He  thought  it  right  to 
aid  the  contractors  with  advances,  rather  than 
encounter  the  risk  of  having  incompetent  vessels 
constructed,  or  injurious  delays  interposed.  He 
quoted  from  a  report  of  the  slate  of  the  New  York 
money  market  on  Wednesday,  to  show  that  there 
was  no  probability  that  the  contractors  could  obtain 
any  advances  of  money  in  that  city;  and  if  the 
Government  did  not  step  forward  with  assistance, 
the  steamers  could  not  be  completed. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  concurred  with 
the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  that  the  only  way 
to  carry  the  system  into  successful  operation  was 
to  protect  it  against  abuses.  He  had  lieard  no  suf- 
ficient reason  for  the  advances  proposed  by  the  bill; 
there  was  no  pretence  that  the  contractors  could 
not  raise  the  money;  the  Government  had  made 
no  application  for  the  money.  He  went  into  a  his- 
tory of  the  facts  connected  with  the  establishment 
of  the  Cunard  line  of  steamers,  and  of  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  vessels,  which  experience  proved  to  be 
necessary.  He  slated,  that  although  vessels  of 
large  tonnage  were  best  calculated  for  war  service, 
in  some  particulars,  for  general  use  vessels  of  1,31)0 
tons,  or  thereabouts,  were  just  as  useful.  In  the 
change  from  smaller  to  larger  vessels,  therefore, 
he  did  not  see  that  the  Government  was  benefited, 
or  that  the  chatige  had  been  requested  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. He  would  adhere  to  the  vote  in  favor  of 
the  amendment,  which  he  had  given  yesterday. 
He  could  see  many  ways  in  which  the  United  States 
might  lose  the  money  if  it  was  advanced. 
'  Mr.  YULEE  said  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  make  some  remarks;  but  if  it  was  the  desire  of 
the  Senator  from  Delaware  to  go  on  with  the  ter- 
ritorial bill,  he  would  consent  to  the  postponement 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  KING  suggested  that  it  might  be  the  better 
mode,  if  the  Senator  from  Delaware  would  con- 
sent, for  the  Senator  from  Florida  to  go  on  with 
his  remarks;  so  that,  as  the  subject  had  already 
been  discussed  during  the  whole  of  yesterday,  the 
question  on  the  amendment  might  be  taken  this 
morning. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  expressed  a  readiness  to  yield, 
if  the  remarks  did  not  take  too  much  time. 

Mr.  YULEE  said  he  would  ask  for  only  five  or 
ten  minutes.  He  then  made  an  explanation  of  the 
share  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  in  the 
enlargement  of  these  vessels,  which  he  had  deemed 
unnecessary  for  any  purpose  to  which  the  Gov- 
ernment might  be  called  on  to  apply  them.  He 
denied,  authoritatively,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  had  ever  recommended  the  advances  of 
money. 

Mr.  FOOTE  asked  if  the  Secretary  withdrew 
his  recommendation. 

Mr.  YULEE  replied  in  the  negative.  The  Sec- 
retary had  merely  said  to  him  that  it  was  not  such 
a  course  as  he  would  have  recommended.  He  did 
not  see  that  the  contractors  had  made  a  hard  bar- 
gain, as  one  of  them  had  already  sold  out  his  con- 
tract for  ^50,000;  and  to  make  these  advances 
would  be  to  set  a  dangerous  precedent,  of  which 
future  contractors  would  be  ready  to  avail  them- 
selves. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  insisted  that  the  SecreUary 
had  recommended  these  advances  of  money. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  protested  against  this  mode 
of  orally  explaining  away  the  written  opinions  of 
the  Secretary.  Let  the  explanation,  if  any  is  de- 
sired, be  made  in  writing. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  read  an  extract  from  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary  in  order  to  show  more  dis- 
tinctly the  recommendation. 


Mr.  YULEE  explained,  amidst  loud  cries  of 
"  duestion  !  question!" 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  question  o-f 
reconsideration,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Atherton,  Badger,  Bell,  Ben- 
Ion,  Berrien,  Borland,  Breese,  Bright,  Clarke,  Clayton, 
Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Dickinson,  Dodge,  Doiiglas, 
Fitzgerald,  Foote,  (ireene,  Hale,  Hannegan,  Houston,  John- 
son of  Louisiana,  Mangum,  Mason,  Miller,  Plielps,  Rusk, 
Spruance,  Stargeon.  and  Westcott — 31. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Baldwin,  Bradbury,  Butter,  Cor- 
vvin,  Davis  oI'Massaehusetts,  Dix,  Downs,  Hamlin,  Johnson 
of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  Metcalfe,  Niles,  Pearce,  Under- 
wood, Uphani,  Walker,  and  Yulee — 19. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Niles,  it  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Baldwin,  Bradbury,  Butler,  Cor- 
win,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dix,  Downs,  Hamlin,  John- 
son of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  Metcalfe,  Niles,  Pearce,  Tur- 
ney,  Uiiderwood,  Upham,  Walker,  and  Yalee — 20. 

NAYS — Messrs. Atchison, Atherton,  Badijer,  Bell,  Benton, 
Berrien,  Breese,  Bright,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Davis  of  Missis- 
sippi, Dayton,  Dickinson,  Dodge,  Douglas,  Fitzgerald,  Foote, 
Greene,  Hale,  Hannegan,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
Mangum,  Mason.  Miller,  Phelps,  Husk,  Spruance,  Sturgeon, 
and  Westcott— 30. 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  pass  over  the  bill  infor- 
mally, but  objection  being  made — 

Mr.  KING  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 
but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  who  suggested  the  propri- 
ety of  finishing  the  navy  bill  before  taking  up  the 
territorial  bill,  as  the  funds  were  necessary  for  the 
public  service. 

Mr.  KING  said,  with  the  understanding  that 
the  territorial  bill  should  be  discussed  without  inter- 
ruption after  the  passage  of  the  navy  bill,  and  that, 
if  possible,  this  bill  should  be  disposed  of  to-day^ 
he  would  not  renew  his  motion. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  suggested  that  the  territorial 
bill  should  be  taken  up  after  the  reading  of  the 
Journal,  and  the  disposition  of  the  morning  busi- 
ness. 

Several  Senators.     Agreed. 

Mr.  NILES  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  but 
the  amendment  v/as  negatived:  Ayes  12,  noes  18. 

Mr.  NILES  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding 
a  proviso  that  nothing  in  the  bill  should  be  coiv 
strued  as  ratifying  the  contracts  for  a  longer  period 
than  five  years. 

Mr.  NILES  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  NILES  said  that  this  proviso  did  not  annul 
the  contract  at  the  end  of  fi^ve  years,  provided  thati 
the  contract  v/as  for  ten  years. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  read  an  extract  from  the 
contract  with  Sloo,  to  show  that  it  was  an  abso- 
lute contract  for  ten  years. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  theamendnnent, 
and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Borland,  Corwin,  Dix,  Johnson  of 
Georgia,  Mangum,  Niles,  Pearce,  Turney,  and  Walker — 10. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Atherton,"  Badger,  Baldwin, 
Benton,  Berrien,  Bradbury,  Breese,  Bright,  Butler,  Calhoun,, 
Clayton,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Dickinson,  Dodge, 
Douglas,  Downs,  Felch,  Fitzgerald,  Foote,  Hale,  Hamlin, 
Hanncgan,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King,  Lewis, 
Mason,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Rusk,  Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Under- 
wood, Upham,  Westcott,  and  Yulee — 38. 

Mr.  NILES  moved  to  amend  by  requiring  that 
the  steamers  from  Panama  to  Astoria  shall  call  at 
Santiago  and  San  Francisco;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUTLER  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  make 
it  imperative  on  the  steamers  to  touch  at  Charles- 
ton; which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  a 
provision  prohibiting  any  future  contracts  with 
mail  steamers  for  carrying  the  mails  to  foreign 
countries,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  NILES  moved  to  amend  by  inserting, 
"  without  the  previous  consent  of  Congress." 

Mr.  ATHERTON  hoped  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  would  not  be  ado))ted. 

Mr.  ALLEN  vindicated  his  proposition,  and 
accepted  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Niles  as  a  modi- 
fication of  his  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bell,  Borland,  Bright,  Corwin,  Da- 
vis of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dix,  Dodge, 
Filch,  Foote,  Hale,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  King, 
Metcalfe,  Niles,  Sebastian,  Spruance,  Turney,  Underwood, 
and  Yulee— 'i2. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Atherton,  Badger,  Baldwin, 
Berrien, Brudbury,  Breese,  Butler,  Dayton,  Dickinson,  Doug- 
las, liowus,  Fitzgerald,  Hamlin,  Hanncgan,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  Lewis,  Mangum,  Mason,  Miller,  Rusk,  Stur- 
geon, Upham,  and  Westcott— 24. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  moved  to  amend  by  insert- 
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ing  a  provision  that  the  steamers  shall  touch  at 
Key  West,  and  certain  ports  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexi- 
co; which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  RUSK  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a  bill 
reported  from  the  Post  Office  Committee,  autho- 
rizing the  Postmaster  General  to  employany  of  the 
United  States  vessels,  not  otherwise  employed,  in 
the  transportation  of  the  mail,  freight,  and  passen- 
gers, and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

On  this  amendment  some  discussion  took  place, 
in  which  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  Mr.  BERRIEN, 
Mr.  ALLEN,  Mr.  RUSK,  and  others,  took  part, 
■when  the  question  was  taken,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS^Messrs.  Atchison,  Bniland,  Corwin,  Doii2;las, 
Fitzgerald,  Foote,  Hannecan,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana, Lewis,  Metcalfe,  Itusk,  Sebastian,  Spruance,  Tur- 
iiey,  Uriilerwood,  Westcott,  and  Yulee — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Ben- 
ton, Beiiien,  Bradbury,  Bright,  Butler.  Calhoun,  Clarke, 
Clayton,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Dodge, 
Greene,  Hamlin,  Johnsott  of  Georgia,  Mason,  Miller,  Niles, 
and  Sturgeon— 23. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing a  provision  that  corporal  punishment  be  abol- 
ished in  the  navy,  but  withdrew  it  for  the  present. 

Mr.  BORLAND  moved  to  amend  by  introdueing 
a  provision  authorizing  the  Postmaster  General  to 
contract  for  the  transportation  of  the  mail  from 
Louisville  to  New  Orleans,  to  touch  at  certain 
ports  therein  named;  which  was  negatived. 

Mr.  DIX  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  a  provis- 
ion authorizing  the  advance  of  p50,000  to  the 
contractors  for  the  New  York  and  Bremen  line  of 
steam-ships,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Dix,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
Niles,  and  Pearce — 6. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Badger,  Bald- 
win, Benton,  Berrien,  Borland,  Bradbury,  Breese,  Butler, 
Calhoun,  Clarke,  Corwin,  Dickinson,  Dodge,  Douglas, 
Fclch,  Fitzgerald,  Foote,  Greene,  Hannegan,  Houston, 
Johnson  of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Phelps, 
Rusk,  Sebastian,  Spruance,  Turney,  and  Yulee — 34. 

Mr,  YULEE  moved  several  amendments,  under 
the  instruction  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
one  of  which  related  to  the  quality  of  the  tobacco 
used  in  the  navy;  another,  diminished  the  number 
and  increased  the  compensation  of  the  professors 
in  the  navy;  another,  providing  that  all  persons 
becoming  insane  in  the  service  shall  be  placed  in  a 
proper  asylum  until  recovered;  another,  placing 
the  pay  of  warrant  officers  at  Pensacola  navy-yard 
on  the  same  footing  as  at  the  Boston  and  other 
principal  navy-yards;  which  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  YULEE  moved  an  amendment  in  reference 
to  the  pay  of  passed  midshipmen;  which  was  re- 
jected— yeas  12,  nays  21,  as  follows: 

NAYS — Messrs.  Badger,  Bertien,  Borland,  Davis  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Davis  of  Mississippi,  Hannegan,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Miller,  Westcott, 
and  Yulee — 12. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Baldwin,  Benton,  Brad- 
bury, Breese,  Bright,  Corwin,  Dickinson,  Dodge,  Fetch, 
Fitzgerald,  Foote,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Houston,  King,  Metcalfe, 
Rusk,  Spruance,  and  Turney — 21. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend 
by  inserting  an  appropriation  of  |50,000  to  com- 
pensate the  officers  of  the  different  vessels  lost  for 
the  clothing  destroyed  in  them.  He  stated  that 
this  was  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Maryland,  who  was  not  now  in  his  seat. 

Mr.  BADGER  stated  that  he  had  received  a 
letter  from  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  stating 
that  he  would  be  in  his  seat  to-morrow  morning. 
He  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn,  which  was 
negatived. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing a  clause  prohibiting  corporal  punishment  in 
the  navy,  abolishing  the  spirit  ration,  and  giving 
in  lieu  thereof  an  allowance  of  six  cents  per  diem 
to  each  sailor.  He  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
but  a  sufficient  number  did  not  rise  to  sustain  the 
call,  and  they  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  HALE  then  addressed  the  Senate  in  favor 
of  the  amendment  at  some  length. 

The  amendment  was  then  disagreed  to,  only 
about  five  Senators  rising  in  the  affirmative. 

Several  other  amendments  were  offered,  but 
were  all  rejected  by  acclamation. 

The  bill  having  been  reported  to  the  Senate,  the 
vote  of  the  committee  striking  out  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Yulee  relative  to  passed  midship- 
men was  reversed;  and  the  question  being  on  con- 
curring in  the  amendment  of  the  committee  striking 
out  the  words  "seventy-four  thousand"  in  the 
appropriation  for  the  public  works  at  Memphis,  so 


as  to  leave  the  amount  appropriated  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered, 
and  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  found  that  no 
quorum  had  voted. 

The  question  was  again  taken  with  the  like 
result. 

Mr.  BENTON  insisted  that  the  Sergeant-at-arms 
call  the  Senators.  He  stated  that  he  had  been  in 
the  committee  room  and  Senate  from  a  very  early 
hour  to  the  present  late  one  [looking  at  the  clock, 
the  hands  of  which  were  approaching  six]  listening 
to  long  speeches  made  by  Senators  who  had  gone 
away,  and  now  he  was  determined  to  sit  the  mat- 
ter out,  and  not  be  subject  to  a  repetition  of  the 
like  scene  to-morrow.  He  said  that  the  public 
works  must  be  suspended  if  this  bill  was  not  im- 
mediately passed.  There  was  not  a  dollar  to  pay 
the  workmen  in  the  dock-yards  or  navy-yards,  and 
great  distress  universally  prevailed.  He  moved 
that  the  Sergeant-at-arms  go  to  the  lodgings  for 
Senators. 

Mr.  KING  rose  to  give  his  experience  as  to  the 
proper  course,  which  was,  that  the  Presiding  Offi- 
cer request  Senators  to  take  their  seats,  and  then 
for  the  Sergeant-at-arms  to  ascertain  whether  there 
was  a  quorum;  and  if  not,  it  then  became  his  duty 
to  request  the  attendance  of  Senators;  but  there 
was  no  such  thing  as  a  call  of  the  Flouse  in  that 
body. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.  Yes  there  is;  it  was 
adopted  since  you  were  here,  with  several  other 
rules. 

Mr.  KING.  Yes,  I  find  there  have  been  a  great 
many  innovations. 

One  or  two  Senators  having  been  obtained,  a 
quorum  was  announced,  and  the  vote  was  taken 
a  third  time  on  concurring  in  the  amendment  rela- 
ting to  Memphis,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative, 
as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atherton,  Berrien,  Bradbury,  Butler, 
Calhoun,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Hale,  Hamlin,  King,  Lewis, 
and  Spruance — 11. 

NAyS — Messrs.  Benton,  Borland,  Breese,  Bright,  Dickin- 
son, Dodge,  Douglas,  Felch,  Fitzgerald,  Foote,  Hannegan, 
Houston,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Johnson  oC  Georgia,  Mason, 
Rusk,  Sebastian,  Turney,  Westcott,  and  Yulee — 20. 

Several  other  amendments  were  then  adopted, 
and  the  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time  by 
unanimous  consent  and  passed. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  gave  notice  thatimmediately  after 
the  morning  hour,  when  petitions  and  reports  were 
disposed  of,  he  should  call  up  the  territorial  bill 
and  press  it  to  conclusion. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  July  22,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  CABELL  asked  that  the  House,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  would  take  up  the  Senate  bills  on  the 
Speaker's  table,  and  that  they  be  referred  to  ap- 
propriate committees. 

No  objection  being  made — 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House 
Senate  bills  and  joint  resolutions  of  the  following 
titles;  which  were  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  appropriate  committees: 

A  resolution  authorizing  the  submission  of  cer- 
tain claims  to  arbitration. 

A  resolution  concerning  the  distribution  of  the 
statutes  at  large. 

A  bill  further  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions 
and  stipulations  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  Florida 
treaty  with  respect  to  certain  losses  of  Spanish 
subjects  in  West  Florida. 

A  bill  for  the  payment  of  liquidated  claims 
against  Mexico. 

A  bill  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  in  the  State  of  Kentucky. 

A  bill  making  appropriations  for  light-houses, 
light-boats,  buoys,  &c.,  and  providing  for  the 
erection  and  establishment  of  the  same. 

The  Senate  bills  of  the  following  titles  were 
read  three  times,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Sen- 
ate, viz: 

A  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  make  a  compromise  and  settlement  with 
the  securities  of  Francis  D.  Newcomb,  late  sur- 
veyor general  of  Louisiana. 

A  bill  to  make  Bangor  a  port  of  entry  for  ships 
or  vessels  coming  from  and  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope. 


VATTEMARE  S  FRANKING  PRIVILEGE. 

The  Senate  bill  to  facilitate  international  ex- 
changes was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  moved  that  it  be  put  upon  its 
passage. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table.  He  thought  they  had  gone  quite  far 
enough  in  this  matter.  He  did  not  think  it  right 
and  proper  the  bill  should  pass,  and  he  therefore 
would  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  remonstrated:  the  bill  had  passed 
the  Senate  by  a  unanimous  vote;  he  hoped  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia  would  consent  to  withdraw 
his  motion,  and  let  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

But  Mr.  COBB  refused;  and  the  question  was 
about  to  be  put,  when — 

Mr.  ROOT  asked  leave  to  say  a  word.  If  the 
gentleman  would  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  few 
moments,  Mr.  R.,  if  he  insisted  on  that  condition, 
would  promise  to  renew  it. 

Mr.  COBB  assenting— 

Mr.  ROOT  expressed  his  hope  that  the  bill 
would  be  suffered  to  pass.  He  had  just  learned 
from  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  the  Library, 
that  the  amount  to  be  taken  from  the  post  office 
revenue  by  this  bill  would  be  very  small.  That 
gentleman  was  a  good  judge  of  what  the  system 
would  require;  and  certainly,  if  gentlemen  were 
not  dis|iosed  to  repeal  all  our  previous  legislation 
on  that  subject,  this  bill  ought  to  pass.  If  the  sys- 
tem of  exchange  was  wrong,  let  it  be  repealed ; 
but  if  gentlemen  were  not  prepared  to  retrace  their 
steps,  and  undo  all  they  had  done,  they  should 
suffer  this  small  bill  to  become  a  law.  It  was  a 
fact  that  the  Government  was  remitting  the  duty 
on  all  the  astronomical  instruments  imported  for 
the  use  of  the  observatory;  on  the  same  princi- 
ple, the  duty  on  these  articles  of  international  ex- 
change ought  to  be  relinquished.  The  bill  was  so 
carefully  guarded,  that  it  was  impossible  the  priv- 
ilege could  be  abused:  it  merely  provided  a  con- 
venience for  carrying  into  execution  the  laws 
already  passed  on  the  same  subject.  He  now, 
though  with  great  reluctance,  complied  with  his 
promise,  by  renewing  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill 
upon  the  table. 

The  question  being  put,  there  appeared  a  ma- 
jority against  laying  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which,  being  ordered  and  taken,  stood:  yeas  79, 
nays  95. 

So  the  bill  was  not  laid  upon  the  table. 

It  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  GOGGIN,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of  the 
House  to  establish  a  collection  district  in  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  and  for  other  purposes,  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  question  pending  when  the  House  adjourned 
yesterday ,'was  on  reconsidering  the  vote  by  which 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1849,  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  said  motion. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  moved  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  COBB  inquired  of  the  Speaker,  in  case  the 
motion  to  lay  on  the  table  prevailed,  if  any  amend- 
ment could  be  made  to  the  bill? 
'    The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  McClelland  inquired,  in  case  the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  were  rejected,  and  the  vote 
on  the  engrossment  were  reconsidered,  if  it  would 
not  be  in  "order  to  recommit  the  bill  with  instruc- 
tions to  take  out  the  obnoxious  item.^ 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  would  be. 

The  question  was  also  asked  if  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  prevailed,  if  the  question  would 
not  recur  on  the  passage  of  the  bill? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  (m  his  seat.)  But  it 
will  be  the  bill  which  you  have  rejected.  There 
will  be  no  opportunity  of  amending  it. 

Mr.  CATHCART  asked,  in  case  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  failed,  and  the  engrossment  was 
reconsidered,  if  it  would  not  then  be  in  order  to 
call  for  a  separate  vote  on  the  item  for  the  Savan- 
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nah  river,  under  the  rule  which  authorized  sepa- 
rate voles  on  the  several  items  in  internal  improve- 
ment bills  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  he  was  disposed  to  de- 
cide it  would  be  in  order  to  call  for  a  separate  vote 
01)  this  Item  under  the  rule  referred  to. 

Tiie  question  was  put  on  laying  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table,  and  it  was  decided  by- 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

VEAS — i\It•^^lS.  Al)lioll,  Arinins,  Darringer,  Barrow,  Bel- 
cher, BlaiiclKiril,  Boydoii,  BuckiuT,  Biulcr,  Cabell,  Caiihy, 
Chapman,  Clin^man,  Cocke,  Collaiiier,  Conger,  Cranston, 
I'risiicid,  Crowell,  Cro/.ier,  Uickey,  Di.vun,  Doiinell,  Daniel 
Uuncan,  Gamete  Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckerl,  Edwards,  Einbrec, 
Alexander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Farrelly,  Fisher,  Flour- 
noy,  Frcedley,  Fulton,  Gaines,  Gayle,  Gentry,  Giddings, 
Goggin,  Gott,  Gregory,  Hale,  Nalhan  K.  Hall,  James  G. 
JIatnpton,  Moses  Hampton,  Henry,  Hilliard, Isaac  E.  Holmes, 
Elias  B.  Holmes,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Joseph  11.  Ingersoll, 
Irvin,  Andrew  Johnson,  John  VV.  Jones,  Kellogg,  Thomas 
Butler  King.  Daniel  P.  King,  William  T.  Lawrence,  Lin- 
coln, Mcllvaine,  Horace  Mann,  Mar^li,  Marvin,  Morehead, 
iMullin,  Nelson,  Outlaw,  I'all'rey,  Pollock,  Preston,  Putnam, 
Reynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  "Rockwell,  Rose,  Uoot, 
Rumsey,  St.  Jolin,  Sehenek,  Shepperd,  Slieirill,  s^ilverter, 
yiingerlanil,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  .-^K  phens, 
Andrew  Stewart,  Strohni,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Thibudeaux, 
John  B.  Thompson,  Tuck,  Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  and  Warren 
—99. 

NAYS— Mfssrs.  Atkinson,  Bayly,  Bcdinger,  Bingham, 
Birdsall,  Bocock,  Bowdon,  Bi>wlin,  Boyd,  Wm.  G.  Brown, 
Albert  G.  Brown,  Burt,  Cathcart,  Chase,  Beverly  L.  Clarke, 
Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Collins,  Cummins, 
Daniel,  Darlin-.',  Dieldnson,  Faran,  Featherston,  Ficklin, 
Fries,  Green,  Willard  P.  Hall,  Mammons,  Haralson,  Har- 
iiianson,  Harris,  Hill,  George  S.  Houston,  Inge,  Charles  J. 
Ingersoll,  Jameson,  Jenkins,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  Kaul'man, 
Kemion,  Lahm,  La  Sere,  Sidney  Lawrence,  Ligon,  Lord, 
Lumpkin,  Lvnde,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McClernand,  Mc- 
Dowell, Mcliay,  Job  Mann,  Meade,  .Miller,  Morris,  Nieoll, 
Peaslee,  Peck,  Pelrie,  Petlit,  Peyton,  Pilbbury,  Rhett,  Rich- 
ardson, Richey,Rockliill,  Sawyer,  Simpson,  Snnirt,  Stanton, 
Starkweather,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Strong,  'Phonias,  Jacob 
Thompson,  James  Thompson,  Robert  A.  Thompson,  Wil- 
liam Thompson,  Thurston,  Turner,  Venable,  Wallace, 
Wentworth,  Wiley,  Williams,  and  Woodward— 88. 

So  the  House  refused  to  reconsider  the  vote 
ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill. 

iVIr.  KING,  of  Geoi-gia,  moved  the  previous 
question,  which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  ques- 
tion was  ordered,  viz:  "  Shall  the  bill  pass.'" 

And  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Barringer,  Barrow,  Bel- 
cher, Blanchard,  Boydon,  Bnckner,  Butler,  Cabell,  Canby, 
Chapman,  Clingman,  Cocke,  Collami  r,  Collins,  Conger, 
CransKm,  Crisfield,  Crowell,  Crozier,  Dickey,  Dixon,  Doii- 
nell, D.aniel  Duncan,  Garnett  Duncan,  Dunn,  Edwards, 
Ernbree,  Alexander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Farrelly,  Fisher, 
Flouruoy,  Freedley,  Fulton,  Giiines,  Gayle,  Giddings,  Gog- 
gin,  Goit,  Gregory,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  James  G.  Hamp- 
ton, Moses  Hampton,  Henry,  Hilliard,  Isaac  E.  Holmes, 
Elias  B.  Holmes,  John  W.  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hudson, 
(Jharles  J.  Inncrsoll,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Jenkins, 
J.ihn  W.  Joins,  Kellogir,  Thomas  B.  King,  Daniel  P.  King, 
William  T.  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Maclay,  McClelland,  Mc- 
llvaine, Horace  Mann,  Marsh,  Marvin,  Morehead,  Mullin, 
Nelson,  Nieoll,  Outlaw,  Palfrey,  Peek,  Pollock,  Preston, 
Putnam,  Reyimlds,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell, 
Ruse,  Rumsey,  St.  John,  Schenck,  Sliepperd,  Sherrill,  Sil- 
vister,  Shngerland,  C.ihb  B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stanton, 
t^tephens,  Andrew  Stew.irt,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Strohm, 
Strong,  Tallniadge,  Taylor,  Thibodeanx,  James  Thompson, 
John  B.Thompson, Thurston, Tuck,  Van  Dyke,  Vinton, and 
Warren— 108. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atkinson,  Bayly,  Bcdinger,  Bingham, 
Birdsall,  Boeock,  Bowdon,  Bowlui,  Boyd,  Wm.  G.  Brown. 
Albert  (;.  Brown,  Burt,  Cathcart,  Chase,  Franklin  Clark, 
Beverly  L.  Clarke,  Howell  Cobb,  William.son  R.  W.Cobb, 
Cummins,  Darling,  Dickinson,  Eekert,  Faran,  Featherston 
Fries,  Green,  Willard  P.  Hall,  Hannnons,  Haralson,  Har- 
manson,  Harris,  Hill,  GoorL'i:  S.  Houston,  Inge,  Iverson, 
Jameson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  Kaufman, 
K'-nnon,  J^ahm,  La  Sere,  Sidn(-y  liawrcnee,  Ligon,  Lord, 
Lumpkin,  Lynde,  MeCleruand,  McDowell,  McKay,  Job 
iMann,  Meade,  Miller,  Morris,  I'easlee,  Petrie,  Peltit,  Peyton, 
Pillshury,  Richardson,  Richey,  Rockhill,  Root,  Sawyer, 
Simpson,  Smart,  Starkweather,  Tboimis,  Jacob  Thompson, 
Robert  A.  Thompson,  William  Thompson,  Turner,  Venable, 
Wallace,  Wentworth,  Wiley,  Williams,  and  Woodwaid— 
78. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  reconsider  the  last  vote, 
wlicreupf)n — 

Mr.  SCflENCK  said,  he  was  glad  that  his 
rollengue  [Mr.  Vinton-]  had  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vole  just  taken,  by  which  tliis  bill  had  been 
passed.  His  colleague  lind  but  anticipated  his 
own  purpose.  He  (Mr.  S.)  had  now  voted  for  the 
passage  of  ihe  bill,  as  all  along  he  had  in  the  end 
intended  to  do;  for  it  was  a  bill  in  tiic  main  right 
and  firoper,  and  absolutely  necessary  to  be  passed, 
ill  order  to  carry  on  the  operations  of  the  Govern- 
ment. It  was  the  usual  general  appropriation  bill, 
by  which  provision  was  made  for  the  salaries  and 
compensation  of  all  civil  officers,  from  the  Presi- 
dent down  to  the  lowest  executive  subordinate;  for 


the  judiciary,  for  foreign  ministers,  for  Congr-ess 
itself,  besides  its  appropriations  for  a  thousand 
other  things  essential  to  the  civil  administration  of 
the  Government.  Whatever  question  lie  or  others 
might  have  about  details,  it  was  a  bill  which  in 
some  shape  had  to  be  passed.  On  a  former  day 
he  had  voted  against  it,  and  he  now  proposed  to 
take  advantage  of  this  motion  to  reconsider,  and 
of  the  privilege  of  debate  which  it  would  allow,  to 
give  his  reasons  for  that  vote.  There  was  no  in- 
consistency; he,  and  others  on  his  side  of  the 
House  who  had  voted  with  him,  had  an  object,  a 
wholesome  object,  to  accomplish  by  that  vote,  and 
they  had  effected  it,  as  he  would  proceed  to  show. 
When  the  bill  was  rejected  the  other  day,  and 
now  again,  when  it  was  finally  passed,  it  was  op- 
posed by  the  votes  of  nearly  the  whole  undivided 
Democratic  side  of  the  House.  Why.'  It  was 
not  for  him  perhaps  generally  to  assign  motives 
and  reasons  for  the  action  of  those  gentlemen;  but 
here  it  had  been  made  apparent.  The  opposition 
was  on  account  of  that  item  in  the  bill  savoring  of 
internal  improvements — the  appropriation  for  clear- 
ing out  the  obstructions  which  our  own  Govern- 
ment had  at  a  former  time  placed  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Savannah  river.  The  course  of  procedure  by 
gentlemen,  and  the  character  of  the  debate  which 
had  been  going  on  for  the  last  two  days  after  the 
bill  was  rejected,  and  the  admissions  made,proved 
that  this  WHS  the  ground  of  hostility  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  SAWYER  asked  the  floor  for  a  moment, 
which  being  granted  by  his  colleague,  he  said  that 
that  had  not  been  the  reason  of  his  vote;  he  had 
voted  against  the  bill  mainly  on  account  of  the  items 
it  contained  for  the  benefit  of  Washington,  espe- 
cially that  for  watering  Pennsylvania  avenue. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  he  never  knew  befere  that 
there  was  power  in  a  water  engine  of  any  kind  to 
stop  the  wheels  of  this  Government.  This  water- 
ing-pot for  one  of  the  avenues  was  deemed,  it  ap- 
peared, a  sufficient  cause  by  his  colleague  for  voting 
to  reject  a  bill  providing  for  the  pay  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  the  headsof  departments, 
and  all  the  subordinate  officers  of  the  Government. 
He  had  before  said  that  he  would  not  presume  to 
assign  reasons  for  the  course  of  his  colleague  and 
others  different  from  what  they  themselves  avowed; 
but,  however  it  might  be  with  his  colleague  par- 
ticularly, there  could  be  no  question — it  was  most 
manifest  to  all — it  was  not  denied,  but  admitted, 
that  the  presence  in  the  bill  of  the  obnoxious  item 
for  the  Savannah  river  was  the  operating  cause 
with  most  of  those  who  liad  voted  against  the  bill. 
When  the  question  of  reconsideration  was  pend- 
ing, the  House  had  had  an  exposition  by  a  very 
distinguished  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  long 
a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  lately  its  chairman,  [Mr.  McKay,]  of  the  mo- 
tives which  induced  so  extraordinary  a  proceeding 
as  the  rejection  of  the  general  appropriation  bill; 
and  that  gentleman  had  declared  in  his  place — 
speaking  as  the  exponent  of  the  views  of  gentle- 
men of  his  party — that  it  was  not  on  account  of  any 
items  in  the  bill  for  which  estimates  had  been  sent 
to  Congress  from  the  Executive  departments,  nor 
on  account  of  those  which  had  been  inserted  in  it 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means;  and  the  gentleman  wanted  to  have  the  bill 
recommitted,  in  order  that  the  item  for  Savannah 
river  might  be  stricken  out.  The  inference  was, 
that  it  was  solely  on  account  of  the  existence  of 
tliis  item  in  the  bill  that  it  had  been  rejected. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  voted  with  those  gentlemen 
in  the  first  place  to  reject  the  l>ill,  with  the  express 
view  that  both  they  and  the  Whigs  might  in  this 
matter  stand  before  the  country  in  their  true  posi- 
tion. He  had  effected  his  object.  It  was  now 
shown  distinctly  that  the  bill  had  been  rejected  by 
a  Democratic  vote,  not  because  it  contained  the 
various  items,  or  any  of  them,  which  had  been  rec- 
ommended by  the  Executive,  and  for  which  esti- 
mates had  been  submitted  by  the  departments,  nor 
on  account  of  those  put  into  it  on  the  motion  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  but  that  it  was 
on  account  of  this  one  item  for  clearing  out  the 
mouth  of  Savannah  river. 

It  was  not,  then,  because  of  the  extravagance  of 
a  Whig  Congress;  it  was  not  because  of  the  impro- 
priety of  granting  the  appropriations  which  had 
been  asked  for  and  estimated  for  by  the  Executive 
departments,  but  simply  and  solely  on  account  of 
this  item  for  Savannah  river.  The  Democratic  party, 
represented  here  by  those  gentlemen,  were  willing 
to  stop  the  Government  rather  than  vote  for  an 


appropriation  to  remove  from  the  mouth  of  an 
American  river  the  obstructions  placed  there  by  the 
American  Government.  Having  accomplished  his 
purpose  by  bringing  out  this  fact  before  the  coun- 
try, he  was  now  willing  to  vote  for  the  bill  and  to 
pass  it. 

Let  it,  then,  be  understood,  that  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions— perhaps  only  an  individual  exception, 
where  the  difficulty  was  about  a  watering-pot — the 
Democratic  party  were  willing  to  defeat  this  bill 
for  the  support  of  Government;  not  because  they 
objected  to  the  estimates  from  the  departments,  or 
the  items  from  the  committee;  not  because  the  bill 
in  any  of  its  essential  features  was  wrong,  but 
because  it  contained  this  item. 

If  this  debate  had  not  taken  place,  and  this  re- 
jection of  the  bill  had  not  happened,  it  would  have 
been  in  the  power  of  gentlemen,  when  they  went 
home,  to  say  to  their  constituents  that  they  had 
voted  against  it  because  of  the  manifold  extrava- 
gancies of  a  Whig  House  of  Representatives.  They 
might  then  have  pointed  to  this  bill,  and  said  that 
it  appropriated  thousands  on  thousands  for  all 
manner  of  wasteful  and  unconstitutional  expendi- 
tures, but  they  had  not  voted  for  them;  and  wherj 
the  final  question  came  on  the  passage  of  the  bill 
itself,  it  was  such  a  mass  of  abominations  that  they 
could  not  swallow  it.  But  that  excuse  was  now 
taken  away.  The  fact  was  now  fairly  before  the 
country.  If  the  bill  should  now  be  passed,  it  would 
be  known  to  the  whole  American  people  that  the 
Democrats  opposed  it  sim|)ly  and  exclusively 
because  it  contained  one  item  of  appropriation  for 
internal  improvements:  that,  as  a  party,  they  are  so 
irreconcilably  hostile  to  that  doctrine,  and  so  insep- 
arably wedded  to  the  opinion  of  the  President  out- 
going, and  of  the  President  who  would  be  incoming, 
if  he  could ,  that  sooner  than  pass  the  smallest  item 
for  internal  improvement,  they  will  let  everything 
'go  liy  the  board. 

Mr.  S.  was  glad  that  this  issue  had  been  made; 
he  rejoiced  that  this  exposition  had  been  presented 
to  the  country,  so  that  all  men  could  now  under- 
stand it.  He  was  now  willing  to  vote  for  the  bill, 
and  he  should  do  so  with  peculiar  satisfaction,  be- 
cause the  bill  contained  this  item  for  clearing  out 
Savannah  river  and  harbor. 

Mr.  LAHM  here  entreated  possession  of  the 
floor  but  for  a  moment  or  two,  to  say  that  his  own 
objection  to  the  bill  had  been  its  containing  *,]00, 000 
for  a  custom-house  in  Charleston,  and  this  |50,000 
for  the  improvement  of  Savannah  river.  He  had 
voted  against  one  of  these  items  because  he  be- 
lieved it  to  be  unnecessary  in  itself,  and  desired 
chiefly  for  the  benefit  of  individuals;  and  he  had 
been  opposed  to  the  other,  not  because  he  had  any 
constitutional  scruples  against  appropriating  for 
works  of  internal  improvement — for  he  had  none — 
but  because  he  had  laid  down  to  himself  this  rule 
on  that  subject:  that  when  he  did  vote  for  any 
work  that  was  national  and  constitutional  in  its 
character,  it  should  be  in  a  different  quarter  of  the 
Union  from  this  one.  He  should  vote  to  give  such 
appropriations  to  the  West,  and  not  to  the  South. 
And  he  had  anotlier  objection  to  this  item,  viz: 
that  it  had  been  improperly  placed  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,  resuming,  said  he  perfectly 
understood  his  colleague.  His  course  was  ex- 
actly that  of  all  northern  Democrats  who  were  in 
favor  of  internal  improvements;  they  were  all 
strongly  in  favor  of  these  appropriations,  and 
equally  in  favor  of  a  President  who  they  knew 
would  veto  them  all.  They  were  violent  advocates 
of  internal  improvements,  but  they  always  con- 
trived to  find  some  very  good  reason  for  voting 
against  them,  or  for  voting  in  such  a  way  as  not  to 
get  them.  Sometimes  it  was  because,  as  they  say 
in  their  Baltimore  platform,  they  are  opposed  to  a 
"  general  system,"  and  sometimes  because  no  gen- 
eral system  was  proposed;  and  they  were  against 
partial  and  local  legislation,  sometimes  because  the 
works,  though  right  in  themselves,  were  put  in  the 
wrong  bill;  sometimes  because  the  money  was  to 
be  expended  in  the  wrong  part  of  the  country. 
They  always  could  find  some  reason  for  going 
against  them,  wlnle  at  the  same  time  they  dare  not 
say  that  in  principle  they  were  opposed  to  them. 
They  were  strongly  in  favor  of  them  at  home,  but 
here  they  always  were  against  them.  It  was  never 
just  the  right  time,  or  just  the  right  place,  or  just 
the  right  amount.  MV.  S.  said'hc  entertained  a 
great  respect  for  his  colleague,  |)ersonally.  He 
meant  to  say  nothing  disrespectful  of  him;  but  his 
position  on  this  occasion  was  a  beautiful  illustra- 
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tion  of  the  course  of  northern  Democrats.  The 
people  demanded  one  thing  from  them  at  home, 
the  President  demanded  another  thing  here.  Mr. 
S.  was  perfectly  aware  that  it  required  pretty  nice 
steering  to  thread  these  narrows.  But  it  was  done; 
and  gentleman  accomplished  it  by  professing  most 
loudly  their  attachment  to  works  of  internal  im- 
provements before  their  constituents,  and  by  never 
voting  for  them  here,  or  else  generally  giving  them 
such  equivocal  support  as  must  end  in  defeat. 

But  to  return  to  the  history  of  this  bill.  This 
thing  of  rejecting  a  bill  under  such  circumstances 
was  not  new.  They  had  had  grave  lectures  here 
from  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
McKay,]  and  from  others  on  that  side,  about  the 
Whigs  voting  one  way  in  committee,  and  another 
way  in  the  House;  and  it  had  been  said  that  the 
House  presented  a  very  extraordinary  spectacle  in 
having  a  bill  rejected  by  those  who  were  friendly 
to  the  objects  it  contained.  Even  the  gentleman 
from  Michigan,  [Mr.  McClelland,]  a  most  ardent 
friend  of  internal  improvements,  but  whose  votes 
and  support  he  has  not  made  always  effective,  for 
the  reasons  I  have  stated,  had  said  that  the  Whigs 
voted  in  a  very  different  way  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  from  what  they  did  in  the  House.  He 
believed  both  the  gentlemen  from  Michigan  who 
had  spoken  complained  of  this. 

Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  said  the  gentle- 
man was  mistaken  so  far  as  he  was  concerned. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  he  was  glad  to  hear  the 
gentleman  say  so.  He  was  very  sure,  however, 
that  his  colleague  had,  and  had  commented  with 
some  severity  on  the  fact.  The  fact  could  be  ex- 
plained. The  way,  and  the  only  way,  to  bring 
gentlemen  out — to  smoke  them  out — was  to  get  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  that  which  had  been  stricken  out 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Gentlemen  might 
vote,  therefore,  in  committee  to  strike  out  what 
they  approved  and  meant  to  vole  for,  in  order  to 
bring  out  their  opponents  on  the  yeas  and  nays. 
But  he  must  express  to  the  gentleman  from  Mich- 
igan his  surprise  that  a  gentleman  representing  (/jat 
State— from  Michigan,  of  all  the  States  in  the  uni- 
verse— should  be  surprised  at  any  change,  how- 
ever sudden,  in  the  course  of  any  public  man;  that 
he  should  feel  or  express  the  slightest  surprise  at 
seeing  a  politician  vote  sometimes  one  way  and 
sometimes  in  a  way  directly  the  reverse  on  the 
same  question.  Yes;  he  wondered  to  hear  such 
remarks  coming  from  a  gentleman  from  Mich- 
igan. 

The  experienced  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  McKat]  could  not  but  remember,  that 
in  the  28th  Congress,  at  its  second  session,  an  ap- 
propriation of  twenty  thousand  dollars  was  reported 
for  refurnishing  the  President's  mansion.  This 
was  after  Mr.  Polk  had  been  elected,  and  prior  to 
his  inauguration.  The  Whigs  had  been  in  favor 
of  the  appropriation.  They  knew  that  the  furni- 
ture was  much  of  it  old,  the  carpets  worn,  the  cur- 
tains torn, and  they  considered  that  aproper  respect 
for  the  Chief  Magistrate,  and  for  the  nation  whom 
he  represented,  required  that  the  house  should,  to 
some  extent,  be  refurnished.  But  the  Democrats 
were  against  the  bill;  not  that  they  wanted  it  to  be 
voted  down — oh,  not  at  all !  On  the  contrary,  they 
desired  very  much  that  it  should  pass;  but  they 
wanted  it  to  pass  by  Whig  votes,  so  that,  when 
they  went  home,  they  might  declaim  against  Whig 
extravagance  and  laud  their  own  strict  economy. 
They  had  commented  with  great  severity  on  a 
similar  appropriation  when  General  Harrison  was 
coming,  and,  unless  the  Whigs  should  pass  this, 
all  the  Democratic  thunder  would  be  quieted. 

Mr.  STANTON  here  rose  to  explain.  The 
Democrats,  at  the  opening  of  General  Harrison's 
term,  had  denounced  the  insincerity  of  the  Whigs 
in  voting  largely  to  furnish  the  Executive  mansion, 
after  they  had  inveighed  with  so  much  violence  on 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  luxury.  It  was  their  insincerity 
that  provoked  the  thunder  of  which  the  gentleman 
spoke. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Yes;  the  Whigs  wanted  to 
vote  twenty  thousand  dollars  towards  giving  Mr. 
Polk  some  new  furniture.  That  was  Whig  ex- 
travagance. And  the  Democrats  could  not  go  it, 
because  they  would  thereby  contradict  the  argu- 
ment used  by  Mr.  Polk  himself  when  canvassing 
to  be  Governor.  He  and  his  Democratic  friends 
had  been  horrified  at  only  six  thousand  dollars 
voted  for  General  Harrison.  As  to  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Stanton,]  Mr.  S.  had  not 
pointed  particularly  at  him,  for  he  had  often  had 


occasion  to  admire  his  liberality  and  independence 
in  separating  himself  from  his  party  when  voting 
upon  questions  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  here  wanted 
very  badly  to  get  the  floor,  but  Mr.  S.  refused  to 
yield  it. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  he  had  heard  the  Whig 
extravagance  toward  General  Harrison  mouthed 
upon  the  stump.  And  when  the  Whigs  found  that 
the  Democrats  wanted  for  their  President  elect  a 
similar  but  much  larger  appropriation,  but  at  the 
same  time  wanted  the  credit  of  great  economy  in 
voting  against  it,  they  turned  round  and  voted  with 
them,  and  thus  the  bill  was  rejected. 

But  the  history  of  that  bill  did  not  end  there. 
Mr.  Polk  must  still  have  his  furniture;  and  still 
we  said  to  our  Democratic  friends,  you  shall  have 
the  proper  appropriation  if  you  will  but  unite  with 
us  in  granting  it.  A  Democratic  member  from 
Louisiana  accordingly,  on  the  next  morning,  rely- 
ing on  the  "  sober  second  thought"  of  his  party 
friends,  came  into  the  House  and  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  had  been  lost. 
Nearly  every  Democrat  voted  to  reconsider;  nearly 
every  one  of  them  voted  against  laying  the  bill  on 
the  table.  They  did  not  want  it  to  die;  they  were 
willing  to  keep  it  half  alive,  in  a  state  something  be- 
tween life  and  d,eath,  that  the  Whigs  might  pass  it. 
It  was  only  a  case  of  asphyxia.  Let  the  Whigs 
resuscitate  it,  then  the  Democrats  would  get  the 
benefit,  while  the  Whigs  got  all  the  odium;  they 
would  have  the  appropriation  they  desired,  and 
we  be  charged  with  the  extravagance.  The  Whigs, 
seeing  that  this  was  their  game,  again  voted  as  be- 
fore, or  changed  their  voles  when  they  discovered 
how  the  Democrats  were  going,  and  the  bill  was 
killed  stone-dead.  It  was  put  even  past  the  help 
of  galvanism.  All  those  batteries,  with  whose 
action  his  scientific  friend  [Mr.  Stanton]  was  so 
familiar,  were  insutlicienl  to  bring  it  to  life.  But 
what  followed.'  Why,  the  lesson  was  not  lost 
upon  them.  A  little  while  after,  at  that  session, 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  came  up,  and  the  eco- 
nomical Democrats  very  meekly  and  quietly  agreed 
to  insert  in  that  the  same  appropriation  for  fur- 
nishing and  painting  up  the  President's  house;  and 
on  that  item  they  voted,  with  a  few  obstinate  ex- 
ceptions, with  the  profligate  Whigs,  and  the  thing 
went  very  smoothly.  The  opposition  dwindled 
dovvn,  if  I  remember  aright,  from  about  seventy 
to  less  than  thirty. 

So  this  was  by  no  means  anything  new.  The 
Whigs  had  seen  tricks  before.  To-day  they  had 
smoked  them  out.  They  had  openly  admitted  the 
bill  to  be  all  right  and  proper,  but  because  it  had 
one  item  in  it  for  internal  improvements,  they 
would  stop  the  wheels  of  Government  rather  than 
let  it  pass. 

Mr.  S.  congratulated  the  country  on  another 
account — on  account  of  the  character  of  the  par- 
ticular item  to  which  exception  was  taken.  It  was 
clear  enough  that  the  party,  as  a  party,  meant  to 
confine  their  objection  to  this  item  for  Savannah 
river.  For  what  had  been  the  subjects  handled  in 
the  debate.''  The  President's  veto  and  internal 
improvement.  On  these  the  Flouse  had  been  de- 
bating for  the  last  two  days.  There  was  no  mis- 
taking the  true  position  of  the  Democratic  side  of 
the  House.  They  were  willing  to  prostrate  the 
Government  rather  than  give  up  their  deadly  hos- 
tility to  works  of  internal  improvement,  and  their 
attachment  to  the  Executive  veto.  They  were 
shown  up  as  the  friends  of  the  veto,  and  the  ene- 
mies, the  implacable  enemies  of  internal  improve- 
ments. All  who  held  these  opinions  were  against 
the  bill,  while  those  opposed  to  the  veto,  and  in 
favor  of  internal  improvements,  were  for  the  bill. 
Mr.  S.  was  glad  the  issue  had  been  made. 

And  the  item  objected  to  was  one  where  the  ex- 
tremest  straining  was  required  to  make  a  pretext 
for  saying  that  it  was  unconstitutional.  The  ob- 
struction in  the  river  had  been  put  there  by  the 
Government  itself.  And  so  bitter,  so  malignant 
was  the  opposition  of  the  Democrats  to  all  works 
of  internal  improvement,  that  they  would  not  vote 
even  to  clear  out  an  obstruction  placed  in  a  river 
by  their  own  Government.  This  was  a  trial  of 
Executive  and  of  Legislative  strength.  And  Mr. 
S.  was  glad  that  such  a  trial  was  to  be  made. 
They  told  the  House  that  the  bill  if  passed  would 
be  vetoed.  Yes;  the  shadow  of  the  White  House 
had  been  growing  from  year  to  year,  till  at  length 
it  was  become  so  long  that  it  had  reached  the 
Capitol,  and  cast  its  chill  over  the  members  of  that 


House,  and  there  into  the  very  hall  of  legislation. 
The  Presidential  power  was  now  for  the  first  time 
openly  held  up  in  debate  as  a  reason  why  the  peo- 
ple's representatives  should  or  should  not  legislate 
in  a  particular  way.  Mr.  S.  was  glad.  Now,  the 
Whigs  could  point  to  another  stride  of  Executive 
influence.  It  stood  out  open  and  bald.  The  claim 
was  made  that  the  National  Legislature  should 
pass  such  laws  only  as  were  conformed  to  the 
Executive  opinion — such  as  they  knew  before- 
hand would  be  agreeable  to  his  Majesty. 

Mr.  S.  almost  regretted,  as  his  colleague  [Mr. 
Vinton]  had  done,  that  an  item  had  not  been  in- 
serted in  the  bill  for  some  western  river  or  harbor, 
so  that  the  same  issue  might  have  been  made  and 
met  on  them  too.  He  was  one  that  did  not  think 
that  this  appropriation  for  Savannah  river  need 
be  put  upon  the  ground  that  the  obstructions  had 
been  placed  there  by  Government.  It  was  suffi- 
cient for  him  that  the  obstructions  existed,  and 
that  they  required  to  be  removed.  Believing  that 
on  that  broad  ground  the  appropriation  was  a  prop- 
er one,  the  fact  that  they  had  been  put  there  by 
Government,  made  the  case  the  more  flagrant  aa 
to  the  pretended  scruple  of  the  Executive  con- 
science. 

And  here  Mr.  S.  wanted  to  notice  the  special 
pleading  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Iverson.]  The  gentleman  had  addressed  the 
House  in  a  very  fluent  and  ingenious  speech;  and 
yet,  when  it  was  looked  at  more  nearly,  it  would 
be  found  to  be  more  specious  than  solid. 

The  gentleman  said  that  these  obstructions  had 
been  put  in  the  river  before  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  therefore  Congress  was  not  bound  to 
remove  them.  And  the  gentleman  considered  this 
a  good  argument,  because  ihe  clause  in  the  Consti- 
tution which  bound  Congress  to  assume  the  onus 
of  the  Confederation,  used  the  terms  "  debts  and 
obligations,"  and  this  was  not  a  debt  nor  an  obli- 
gation. But  may  not  the  gentleman's  argument  be 
well  answered  by  a  reference  to  the  case  of  revo- 
lutionary pensions?  On  what  ground  did  Congress 
pay  them  ?  We  had  these  ancient  remnants  of  rev- 
olutionary days  presenting  themselves  before  us, 
with  tottering  limbs,  and  hair  blanched  by  the 
frosts  of  near  a  hundred  winters,  asking  a  pittance 
in  remembrance  of  services  rendered  on  the  battle- 
fields which  won  our  independence.  The  gentle- 
man would  reply  to  one  of  these  revolutionary 
soldiers:  True,  true,  my  worthy  old  fellow;  but 
this  is  no  "  debt,"  no  "engagement;"  those  ser- 
vices were  rendered  before  the  adoption  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  and  we  are  not  bound  to  pay 
for  them.  If  you  can  show  a  debt — if  you  have 
arrears  of  pay  due  to  you,  we  will  allow  it;  but 
we  can  make  you  no  gratuity.  We  are  bound  only 
by  the  debts  and  engagements  of  the  Confedera- 
tion. What  a  pitiful,  narrow,  miserable  policy  ! 
The  Confederation  was  the  government  for  tlie 
time  of  the  same  country  and  of  the  same  people; 
if  we  had  succeeded  to  all  the  benefits  it  conferred, 
we  had  succeeded  in  like  manner  to  all  its  just 
obligations. 

Again:  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  opposed 
this  appropriation  because  the  clearing  out  of  this 
river  would  not  be  a  benefit  to  the  whole  country, 
but  only  to  the  city  of  Savannah;  for  though  the 
obstructions  were  placed  there  in  time  of  war,  yet 
Savannah  only  was  interested  in  the  result,  and 
therefore  Savannah  might  remove  them  herself. 
Had  the  gentleman  ever  heard  of  a  place  called 
Bunker's  Hill.'  Was  the  glorious  battle  there 
fought  only  for  the  defence  of  Boston,  or  of  the 
hay-ricks  of  Captain  Bunker,  who  owned  the  ad- 
jacent meadow?  [A  laugh.]  Did  the  gentleman 
ever  hear,  in  later  days,  of  a  place  called  Platis- 
burg?  Did  McDonough,  and  his  gallant  oflicers 
and  crews,  shed  their  blood  but  for  the  defence  of 
the  town  of  Plattsburg?  Yet  the  gentleman  con- 
tended that  obstructions  sunk  at  tlie  mouth  of  a 
river  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  a  foreign  fleet, 
were  intended  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  Sa- 
vannah, and  Savannah  must  remove  them.  If 
this  were  not  special  [jlending,  and  of  the  smallest 
kind,  Mr.  S.  did  not  know  what  special  pleading 
was.     Yet  that  wtis  the  whole  argument. 

Why,  the  gentleman  ought  to  know  that  he  and 
his  friends  had  already  voted  for  the  same  thing  in 
principle  in  this  very  bill.  Congress  had  voted  to 
stick  up  a  poleon  the  topof  the  dome  of  the  Capitol, 
tolight  the  surrounding  grounds;  but  it  had  proved 
a  nuisance.  There  it  stood,  high  in  air,  glimmer- 
ing and  twinkling  with  as  much  uncertainty  as  a 
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locofoco  match,  to  jjuide  the  steps  of  wandering 
Democrats  below.  But  it  injured  the  building. 
Consress,  learning  this,  gave  orders  that  the  nui- 
sance should  be  abated,  and  the  pole,  and  all  the 
rubbish  connected  with  its  erection,  be  removed; 
and  it  was  done.  Government  had  removed  the 
obstructions  which  Government  had  placed  on  the 
Capitol.  But  oh!  this  was  for  the  benefit  of  Con- 
gress, while  the  other  was  only  for  the  people  of 
Georgia  and  the  population  of  Savannah.  Here 
was  a  case  before  the  gentleman's  very  eyes,  and, 
petty  and  absurd  as  it  was,  it  illustrated  the  weak- 
ness of  his  argument.  This  Government  had  re- 
peatedly tried  certain  experiments  to  test  alleged 
improvements  submitted  for  its  adoption.  When 
the  experiment  was  over,  could  they  not  order  the 
timbers  and  rubbish  employed  in  the  experiment 
to  be  removed? 

So  much  for  the  Government  having  no  power 
to  clear  out  this  river. 

But  this  very  thing  had  been  recommended  by 
the  President  himself.  But  there  was  special 
pleading  here  too.  The  President,  two  years  ago, 
had  sent  to  Congress  his  message,  accompanied 
by  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  recom- 
mendins:  an  item  of  >5,50,000  for  removing  these 
obstructions.  In  his  message  the  President  called 
the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary, and  to  the  items  recommended  therein. 
Eut  the  President  did  not  say,  give  tlie  money. 
No;  he  did  not.  He  only  "  called  the  attention  of 
Congress"  to  the  estimates. 

Now  Mr.  S.  would  put  it  to  any  honest  man 
whether  he  could  understand  the  President  to  mean 
any  other  than  a  favorable  consideration  of  these 
recommendations  of  his  own  officer?  The  Secre- 
tary was  his  organ  to  present  these  estimates  to 
Congress;  he  called  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
them.  What  did  he  mean?  Congress  looked  over 
the  list,  and  found  there  an  item  of '|50,000  for  the 
Savannah  river.  Could  they  understand  the  Presi- 
dent as  callino;  on  them  to  reject  it?  What  mock- 
ery, to  send  items  of  appropriation,  and  recom- 
mend the  attention  of  Congre.ss  to  them,  that  they 
might  be  rejected,  and  then  to  say  that  he  consid- 
ered them  unconstitutional!  Could  he,  or  could 
his  friends  for  him,  take  shelter  under  the  pitiful 
excuse  that  he  only  called  "the  attention  of  Con- 
gress to  them  ?  No  doubt  the  President  did  at  that 
time  mean  that  something  should  be  done.  De- 
mocracy was  progressive,  and  it  had  not  then 
reached  the  point  Uiat  all  internal  improvements 
are  unconstitutional.  He  did  not  then  suppose, 
it  was  not  probably  thought  by  any  one,  that  he 
could  declare  himself  in  favor  of  the  views  of  the 
South,  and  carry  the  pliant  Democracy  of  the 
North  along  with  him.  He  would  not  probably 
hereafter  "  call  the  attention  of  Congress"  to  any 
more  estimates  for  works  of  internal  improvement, 
but  would  at  once  boldly  declare  the  whole  to  be 
unconstitutional. 

Mr.  S.  was  glad:  there  would  now  be  an  op- 
portunity for  a  fair  and  open  struggle  which  would 
try  the  relative  strength  of  Congress  and  the  Ex- 
ecutive. Mr.  Polk  would  find  that  while  there 
was  such  a  thing  as  progressive  Democracy,  there 
was  also  such  a  thing  as  progressive  Whiggery — 
aye,  and  pros;rcssive  Americanism  on  the  subject 
of  internal  improvements.  The  country  had  had 
some  proofs  of  this.  Had  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  ever  seen  one  of  the  western  snag-boats 
in  operation?  There  stood  a  tall  snag  or  sawyer 
(he  did  not  inean  his  colleague  over  the  way)  [a 
laugh]  stoutly  opposed,  even  as  the  best  Democrat 
ainotig  them,  to  internal  improvements,  and  to  the 
free  and  safe  navigation  of  our  great  rivers.  There 
it  stands  ri<j;ht  in  the  way.  The  snag-boat  ap- 
proached it:  the  chains  arc  thrown  around  it,  and 
It  is  grappled.  Then  the  engine  is  started,  the 
whecLs  make  a  few  revolutions,  the  machinery  is 
set  in  motion,  and  the  lug  is  made.  Everything 
strains  and  cracks,  but  the  snag  is  not  yet  out. 
What  does  the  snag-boat  do  ?  giveitup?  No  .such 
thing:  no  thought  of  it.  Again  the  botit  is  brought 
up:  the  chains  are  thrown  around  as  before,  every 
thing  tackled  on  securclyand  made  fast, the  wheels 
set  in  iriotion,  and  then  all  cnicks  and  i^rinds  again, 
but  successfully  this  time,  and  the  snag  comes  out! 
Thus  was  one  of  the  "  Polk.sliilks"  Uiken  out  of 
the  way.  And  so  it  would  be  with  the  President's 
vetoes.  Congress  was  the  snag-boat.  They  had 
on  board  at  the  last  session  an  engine  with  but  a 
seventy-Whig  power.  But  Whig  principles  were 
progressive.  And  now  they  came  up  with  a  Con- 


gressional engine  of  about  a  hundred  and  twelve 
Whig  power.  When  they  put  on  that,  they  would 
clear  away  these  Presidential  obstructions,  and 
leave  free  and  safe  channels  for  the  will  of  the 
people  to  run  in.  If  the  question  should  be  put 
fairly  before  the  people  they  would  increase  this 
Whig  power  many  fold,  if  necessary,  and  make 
sure  work  of  it.  The  time  was  coming  when  we 
should  have  free  legislation,  as  well  as  the  freedom 
of  speech  here,  and  Presidential  vetoes  would  be 
heard  of  only  in  history. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  here  wanted  to  put  a 
question  to  Mr.  S.,  but  he  refused  to  be  inter- 
rupted. 

Mr.  S.  said,  the  gentleman  could  not  play  the 
trick  on  him  which  he  had  tried  on  a  late  occasion; 
it  would  not  go.  The  issue  was  now  fairly  made 
with  Mr.  President  Polk.  He  wanted  to  see  these 
vetoes  cleared  away.  The  issue  was  between  Mr. 
Polk  and  the  people  of  the  United  States.  The 
gentleman  from  Georgia  had  told  the  House,  he 
had  "  the  highest  guarantee"  that  this  bill  would 
be  vetoed  if  it  had  the  Savannah  river  in  it.  Now, 
the  highest  guarantee,  Mr.  S.  supposed,  was  the 
President's  own  declaration;  but  this  the  gentleman 
disclaimed.  He  only  claimed  it  from  Mr.  Polk's 
former  messages  and  course  on  these  subjects,  and 
from  the  consistency  of  his  character.  But  Mr. 
S.  did  not  augur  quite  so  confidently,  from  Mr. 
Polk's  past  course  and  character  as  President.  He 
remembered  that  he  had  talked  very  strongly  about 
a  clear  and  unquestionable  title  to  54°  40' — all  of 
Oregon  or  none;  yet,  in  that  case,  he  had  backed 
out  and  taken  49°.  He  was  not  sure,  but  he 
rather  thought  he  would  back  out  again,  if  this 
bill  should  be  sent  to  him,  even  if  it  did  contain 
this  item  for  Savannah  harbor;  but  if  not — if  our 
President  was  ready  to  stop  all  the  machinery  of 
the  Government  rather  than  seem  to  give  his  sanc- 
tion to  one  single  work  of  improvement  demanded 
by  the  people  through  their  representatives — then 
on  him  and  his  party  be  the  consequences. 

Mr.  S.  was  at  a  loss  to  reconcile  the  course  of 
different  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House.  There  was  the  gentleman  from  Illinois — 
he  meant  the  very  tallest  specimen  of  a  friend  of 
internal  improvements,  [Mr.  Wentworth] — he, 
though  professing  to  be  so  uncompromising  a  friend 
of  these  measures,  supported  as  his  candidate  for 
the  Presidency  a  man  who  declared  before  the 
country  that  he  fully  endorsed  all  that  Mr.  Polk 
had  done — a  candidate  who  not  only  "  cordially 
approved"  the  Baltimore  platform,  including  the 
denunciation  of  internal  improvements,  and  the 
resolutions  in  favor  of  Mr.  Polk's  vetoes,  but  who 
had  announced,  that  if  elected,  he  should  consider 
his  election  both  as  a  sanction  of  the  course  of  his 
predecessor,  and  direction  to  liimself.  That  gen- 
tleman supported  Mr.  Cass,  he  said,  because  he 
believed  he  was  in  favor  of  internal  improvements, 
and  would  not  veto  a  bill  that  might  be  passed  for 
such  objects.  He  seemed  to  trust  to  General 
Cass's  adherence  to  his  former  principles  and  votes. 
Did  he  not  rightly  understand  that  gentleman? 
Had  he  not  said  so  ? 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  wanted  to  enter  into  an 
ex|)lanation,  but  Mr.  S.  asked  only  for  naked  yes 
or  no,  which  Mr.  W.  would  not  give. 

But  (said  Mr.  S.)  there  was  no  mistake.  Both 
the  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr.  McClelland,] 
and  the  gentleinan  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Wentworth] 
suj)[)ortcd  Mr.  Cass  on  that  ground.  Mr.  S.  knew 
he  had  no  right  to  interrogate  gentlemen,  unless 
they  chose  to  submit  to  it;  but  he  would  venture 
to  ask  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  oppo- 
site, [Mr.  Rhett,]  whether  he  supported  Mr. 
Cass  on  the  same  ground  ? 

Mr.  RHETT  asked,  whether  Mr.  S.  yielded  the 
floor  to  him  for  a  reply? 

Mr.  SCHENCK  declined  to  yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  RHETT.  Then  1  shall  not  reply  to  the 
question. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Ah,  sir,  "  there  is  so  much 
noise  and  confusion  here"  that  we  never  can  hear 
a  Democrat's  opinion  on  these  subjects.  Shout 
loud  as  they  will,  from  North  to  South,  their 
opinions  upon  this  sulyect,  and  yet  they  cannot 
hear  each  other. 

[Here  Mr.  S.'s  hour  expired.] 

Mr.  LAHM  made  some  remarks  in  reply,  a 
report  of  which  will  appear  in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  GREEN,  of  Missouri,  then  remarked  that, 
having  given  votes  connected  with  this  bill,  of  im- 
portance to  hie  State,  and  of  general  importance, 


he  wished  briefly  to  explain  the  reasons  by  wliich 
he  had  been  influenced.  He  believed,  in  the  first 
place,  that  this  bill  was  an  inappropriate  one  in 
which  to  insert  an  appropriation  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Savannah  river,  and  he  had  voted 
against  that  item.  He  believed  it  out  of  place,  in- 
appropriate, incorrect,  and  before  he  took  his  seat 
should  endeavor  to  show  it  was  unconstitutional. 
The  General  Government  was  one  of  delegated 
powers,  surrendered  by  the  States  and  the  people, 
and  there  was  no  grant  which  warranted  the  exer- 
cise of  the  extraordinary  power  involved  in  this 
amendment.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  had  charged  him  and  those  who  had  voted 
with  him  against  the  passage  of  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic bill  with  inconsistency,  but  he  submitted 
that,  believing  the  item  for  the  Savannah  river  to 
be  unconstitutional,  they  were  not  inconsistent  in 
voting  against  the  bill  including  that  item,  but  that 
it  was  their  bounden  duty — which  no  man,  view- 
ing the  matter  in  this  light,  could  deny — to  vote 
against  it. 

But  why  had  this  item  for  the  improvement  of  a 
river  been  inserted  in  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ap- 
propriation bill  ?  He  intimated  the  fact  that  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  had  determined,  at  an 
early  part  of  the  session,  to  report  separate  bills  for 
the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi,  Ohio,  Savan- 
nah rivers,  and  other  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment, and  not  only  determined,  but  actually  pre- 
pared a  large  number  of  separate  bills,  that  every 
gentleman  might  vote  understandingly,  directly 
upon  individual  questions  disconnected  with  others, 
and  that  this  policy  had  suddenly  been  changed 
soon  after  the  visit  of  Mr.  Clay  to  this  city  before 
the  meeting  of  the  Philadelphia  Convention.  True, 
that  distinguished  individual  found  that  this  course 
had  been  pursued  by  the  committee,  but  he  might 
have  nodded  his  head  or  motioned  his  arm  that  it 
should  be  abandoned;  and  lo,  the  Savannah  river 
was  put  into  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropria- 
tion bill,  the  appropriation  for  Boston  harbor  into 
the  navy  appropriation  bill,  and  other  disconnected 
items  were  to  be  put,  he  presumed, into  other  bills. 
If  his  supposition  was  incorrect  on  this  point,  he 
would  like  to  be  corrected  by  any  gentleman  on 
that  committee. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  said  he  had  intended 
to  make  the  correction  if  he  could  obtain  the  floor, 
but  as  he  now  had  the  opportunity,  he  would  say, 
that  so  far  as  he  knew,  and  he  believed  he  knew 
all  the  circumstances  connected  with  placing  this 
item  in  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill, 
there  was  no  intention  to  entrap  the  E.xecutive; 
but  the  general  internal  improvement  bill  having 
met  the  veto  of  the  President,  there  seemed  to  be 
no  other  way  of  obtaining  an  appropriation  for 
this  object  than  by  placing  it  in  a  bill  which  every- 
body must  approve,  it  being  for  the  removal  of 
obstructions  in  the  Savannah  river  which  had  been 
placed  there  by  the  colonial  Government  itself. 

Mr.  BAYLY  wished  to  correct  the  gentleman. 
The  record  did  not  sustain  the  gentleman's  posi- 
tion. 

Mr.  KING.     In  what? 

Mr.  BAYLY.  In  saying  they  were  placed  there 
by  the  Confederation. 

Mr.  KING  wished  to  return  the  favor,  and  cor- 
rect the  gentleman  from  Virginia.  The  history  of 
the  country  showed  that  the  first  obstructions  were 
placed  there  to  prevent  the  approach  of  the  British 
to  Savannah. 

Mr.  BAYLY.     By  whom  ? 

Mr.  KING.  By  the  authorities  then  in  com- 
mand. 

Mr.  BAYLY.  No;  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  GREEN  resumed,  and  further  commented 
upon  what  he  understood  to  be  the  change  by  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  from  the  line  of  policy 
they  had  at  first  laid  down  for  themselves.  If  he 
was  laboring  under  a  mistaken  impression,  he 
would  thank  any  gentleman  to  correct  him.  He 
repeated  the  opinion  that  these  various  works  of 
internal  improvements  should  be  left  to  stand  on 
their  own  merits,  and  be  acted  on  separately,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  that  those  which  were  undisputed 
might  be  included  in  one  bill. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  stated  that  a  bill  for 
this  specific  purpose,  the  improvement  of  the  Sa- 
vannah river,  had  pa.ssed  the  Senate,  and  was  now 
in  the  House  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  GREEN  was  aware  of  that. 
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Mr.THIBODEAUX(amemberofthe  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce)  inquired  if  the  gentleman  had 
alluded  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce? 

Mr.  GREEN  replied,  he  had  alluded  to  that 
committee  whose  business  it  was  to  report  the 
several  internal  improvement  bills. 

Mr.  THIBODEAUX  asked  if  the  gentleman  in- 
tended to  charge  the  Committee  on  Commerce  with 
having  yielded  to  the  wishes  of  Mr.  Clay  .'  If  he 
did  so,  he  challenged  him  to  the  proof. 

Mr.  GREEN  said  he  had  made  no  such  charge. 
He  had  stated  that  according  to  his  impressions — 
■which  might  be  wrong — the  original  plan  of  the 
committee  had  been  abandoned,  and  at  about  the 
time  of  the  visit  to  this  city  of  the  distinguished 
gentleman  to  whom  he  had  alluded.  What  was 
the  cause  of  this  abandonment  he  knew  not;  but 
he  did  think  that  this  particular  appropriation  had 
been  inserted  in  this  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  for 
the  purpose  of  compelling  gentlemen  to  violate 
their  constitutional  scruples,  or  to  refuse  to  vote 
appropriations  necessary  to  carry  on  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  (in  his  seat.)  That 
was  not  the  object. 

Mr.  GREEN  accepted  this  explanation  as  far 
as  regarded  thegentleman  himself,  but  he  presumed 
the  gentleman  did  not  attempt  to  speak  for  others. 

On  the  subject  of  internal  improvements  he  was 
aware  there  was  a  great  diversity  of  opinion,  and 
he  confessed  there  was  great  difficulty  in  drawing 
the  line  of  demarcation  between  works  for  which 
appropriations  might  be  made  by  this  Government 
and  works  for  which  they  might  not  be  made. 
He  would  simply  state,  and  not  attempt  to  argue, 
the  position  which  he  occupied.  He  denied  that 
this  Government  had  the  power  to  appropriate  one 
single  dollar  to  any  work  of  internal  improvement 
for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  commerce.  But 
they  might  appropriate  for  many  of  those  works 
under  other  grants  of  power  than  that  over  com- 
merce. Upon  this  principle  he  had  voted  for  the 
Went  WORTH  resolution.  That  resolution  declared, 
in  substance,  that  if  it  were  necessary  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country,  for  the  protection  of  our  navy 
and  of  commerce,  Congress  had  the  power  to  make 
internal  improvements;  and  although  he  denied 
that  they  had  the  power  for  the  facilitation  and 
protection  of  commerce  to  make  internal  improve- 
ments, yet  as  they  had  this  power  for  the  defence 
of  the  country  and  for  the  protection  of  the  navy, 
he  had  voted  for  the  resolution.  The  words  "  reg- 
ulate commerce" — whatever  they  might  mean, 
which  he  did  not  now  attempt  to  show — did  not 
mean  "  faciliate  commerce."  There  was  another 
clause  of  the  Constitution  which  declared  that  "  no 
preference  should  be  given,  by  any  regulation  of 
commerce  or  revenue,  to  the  ports  of  one  Slate 
over  tbose  of  another."  Now,  if  to  "regulate 
commerce"  meant  to  dig  out  harbors  and  improve 
rivers,  did  ihey  not,  in  the  exercise  of  that  power, 
give  ihe  preference  "  to  the  ports  of  one  State  over 
those  of  another.'" 

Who  believed  that  the  framers  of  that  sacred  in- 
strument, the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
knew  so  little  of  the  force  of  language  as  to  intend 
to  convey,  by  the  power  to  "  regulate  commerce," 
the  power  to  dig  canals,  to  improve  rivers  and  har- 
bors, to  construct  railroads,  to  facilitate  commerce  } 
And  who  believed  that  they  intended  to  confer  upon 
Congress  any  more  than  the  power  to  prescribe 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  com- 
merce? If  he  was  asked  for  the  power  to  construct 
light-houses,  he  referred  to  the  power  to  provide 
and  maintain  a  navy;  and  if  he  were  told,  and  it 
were  true,  that  light-houses  had  been  erected  at 
points  where  the  navy  could  not  come,  he  answered 
that  they  were  erected  without  any  constitutional 
power  of  Congress.  He  did  not  complain  if,  in 
exercising  the  powers  granted  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Government,  they  benefited  the  people  also. 
For  instance,  if  the  drawing  out  of  a  snag  from  a 
river,  which  river  the  Government  made  use  of  in 
the  transportation  of  troops  and  munitions  of  war, 
subserved  the  benefit  of  the  people  also,  it  was  no 
objection  to  the  exercise  of  the  power.  But  the 
improvement  of  the  Savannah  river  did  not  sub- 
serve the  purposes  of  the  Government  in  either  of 
these  respects,  but  was  designed  merely  to  facili- 
tate commerce,  and  therefore  was,  in  his  opinion, 
unconstitutional. 

He  replied  to  remarks  made  by  Mr.  Schenck 
upon  the  veto  power,  in  which  it  was  described  as 
overshadowing  and  baleful,  and  controlling  in  its 


influence  upon  Congress.  If  this  was  the  case,  he 
argued  that  the  knowledge  by  Congress  that  the 
Executive  entertained  any  opinion  on  any  subject 
would  have  the  same  effect.  But  that  complaint 
would  never  be  made  against  Zachary  Taylor. 
No  one  knew  his  opinions,  if  he  had  any.  Time 
and  again  had  he  been  interrogated  on  various 
questions,  and  no  reply  could  be  obtained.  No 
overshadowing  influence,  then,  would  be  felt  from 
him  upon  the  subject  of  the  Wilmot  proviso,  the 
tariff,  the  bank,  or  any  other  question  which  might 
come  before  Congress.  In  this  respect  he  might 
be  said  to  be  an  anomaly  in  nature;  for,  while  the 
sun  and  all  other  luminous  bodies  threw  a  shadow 
behind  them,  none  would  fall  upon  Congress  from 
General  Taylor,  should  he  chance  to  be  elected,  of 
which  there  was  no  prospect.  But  he  held  that 
upon  those  points  where  they  knew  the  opinions 
of  the  Executive,  they  should  not  encumber  the 
appropriation  bills  with  provisions  which  he  could 
not  approve,  and  thereby  stop  the  wheels  of  Gov- 
ernment, but  should  act  upon  the  diversity  which 
was  known  to  exist  between  the  President  and 
Congress,  and  make  their  appeal  to  the  people  on 
that  ground. 

He  referred  to  a  remark  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  In- 
diana, in  reference  to  the  fear  of  trusting  the  peo- 
ple, and  argued  that  the  Whig  party,  in  discarding 
Mr.  Clay,  a  man  whose  sentiments  were  known, 
and  selecting  General  Taylor,  who  kept  mum  upon 
all  interrogatories  propounded  to  liim,  practically 
demonstrated  their  fear  to  trust  the  people.  He 
also  contended,  that  in  thus  presenting  a  candidate 
with  no  profession  of  principles,  they  counter- 
vened  the  just  doctrine  of  instruction — of  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  representative  to  obey  the  will 
of  his  constituents,  as  there  was  no  mode  by  which 
the  President  after  election  could  be  instructed, 
and  the  only  mode  by  which  the  will  of  the  people 
could  be  carried  out  in  the  election  of  President, 
was  to  have  the  piinciples  of  the  respective  can- 
didates distinctly  declared,  that  they  might  support 
the  principles  rather  than  the  man. 

Pie  replied  to  the  comments  of  Mr.  Toombs 
upon  the  Democratic  "platform,"  and  justified  that 
resolution  which  speaks  of  the  Government  being 
one  of  limited  powers,  and  of  a  strict  construction 
of  the  Constitution,  instead  of  condemning  it,  with 
the  gentleman,  as  being  a  truism.  But  he  expressed 
his  pleasure  to  hear  that  it  was  now  admitted  to  be 
a  truism,  as  it  had  been  denied,  not  only  in  prac- 
tice, but  in  theory,  by  the  Whig  party,  in  their 
advocacy  of  a  general  system  of  internal  improve- 
ments, of  this  improvement  of  the  Savannah  river, 
and  other  latitudinarian  constructions  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

He  commented  upon  what  he  considered  the  re- 
markable fact,  that  General  Taylor  had  written  no 
letter  accepting  the  nomination  of  the  Philadelphia 
Convention,  and  upon  the  insufficiency  of  the  va- 
rious excuses  that  had  been  assigned — the  failure 
of  the  Postmaster  General  to  furnish  him  with 
mail  facilities,  the  considerable  tax  of  his  postages, 
&c.  Tllat  nomination  had  not  been  accepted,  but 
General  Taylor  had  said  if  the  Whigs,  or  the  Dem- 
ocrats, or  the  Native  Americans,  or  any  other 
party,  nominated  him,  he  would  accept,  carrying 
out  the  scriptural  docirine  of  being  "  all  things  to 
all  men,  if  by  any  means  he  might  gain  some." 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana  had  said  General 
Taylor  was  not  his  first  choice,  but  that  he  sup- 
ported him  because  he  was  available.  In  what  did 
his  availability  consist?  In  concealment.  It  had 
also  been  declared  by  a  distinguished  gentleman 
now  in  his  eye,  in  a  communication  addressed  to 
the  Whigs,  that  General  Taylor  had  been  nomi- 
nated because  the  party  could  elect  no  one  else. 
Would  not  every  Whig  throughout  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  this  broad  land,  prefer  Mr.  Clay  for  the 
Presidency  ? 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  interposed,  and 
said,  for  one,  he  decidedly  preferred  General  Tay- 
lor. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  corrected  the  gentle- 
man, and  said  he  had  not  declared  that  he  pre- 
ferred Mr.  Clay  to  General  Taylor  as  a  candidate 
for  the  Presidency.  Mr.  Clay's  name  was  not 
now  before  the  country  in  that  connection. 

Mr.  GREEN  considered  itan  anomaly,  a  strange 
instance  of  ingratitude,  that  the  "  great  embodi- 
ment" who  had  so  long  held  the  party  together, 
whose  principles  were  well  known,  should  be  de- 
seited  for  General  Taylor,  who  said  he  would  not 
be  the  "  exponent  of  Whig  principles."    Did  not 


this  look  like  the  dissolution  of  the  old  Whig 
party  ? 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  then  obtained  the  floor, 
and  yielded  to  a  motion  by  Mr.  ROOT  that  the 
House  adjourn,  which  was  rejected. 

[Cries  of"  Let's  finish  the  question  to-day,"  and 
confusion.] 

Mr.  KING  remarked  that  he  saw  some  restive- 
ness  on  the  part  of  the  House,  and  although  he 
desired  to  say  something  upon  the  item  for  the 
Savannah  river  and  other  subjects  involved,  he 
would  defer  his  remarks  to  some  other  occasion, 
and,  in  accordance  with  the  manifest  wishes  of  the 
Flouse,  propose  to  dispose  of  the  question  by  mov- 
ing to  lay  on  the  table  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

The  motion  was  agreed   to,  and  thus  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  bill  has  finally  passed  the  House, 
(including  the  item  for  the  Savannah  river.) 
TREATY  OF  PEACE. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  asked  the  unanimous 
consent  to  take  up  and  refer  the  President's  mes- 
sage announcing  the  treaty  of  peace.  If  the  House 
intended  to  act  upon  the  subjects  referred  to  in  the 
message,  it  was  time  it  was  divided  among  the  re- 
spective committees  of  the  House,  in  order  that 
they  might  prepare  the  measures  for  the  action  of  the 
House,  to  enable  thehi  to  despatch  their  business, 
and  be  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York,  inquired  of  the 
gentleman  whether  the  President  had  responded  to 
the  resolutions  of  inquiry  relative  to  the  establish- 
ment of  territorial  governments  by  the  President, 
and  other  subjects  referred  to  in  his  message. 

Objections  were  made  to  Mr.  Cobb's  proposal. 

And  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  following  petitions  and  memorials  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  CHAPIVIAN:  Tlie  memorial  of  the  hoirs  of  the 
late  Joshua  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  asking  for  a  settlement  of 
his  accounts  as  consul  and  commercial  agent  at  London. 

By  Mr.  WENT  WORTH  :  The  claim  of  Captain  F.  Schaf- 
fer,  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  for  tlie  refunding  of  certain  moneys 
advanced  hy  him  wlien  in  the  United  States  service. 

By  Mr.  COLLINS  :  Ad;litional  affidavits  to  accompany 
petition  of  Edward  Shepard  for  a  pension. 


IN  SENATE. 

Saturday,  July  22,  1848. 

Mr.  HALE  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Lewis,  a  colored  man  of  Philadelphia,  asking  that 
the  fifth  section  of  the  Oregon  bill  be  so  amended 
as  to  strike  out  "free  white,"  so  as  to  give  the 
colored  citizens  of  the  United  Slates  an  equal  ad- 
vantage with  all  others. 

The  motion  to  receive  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  in  the 
case  of  Henrietta  Beddinger. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  also,  frorn  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  in  the  case  of  Leonard 
Gray. 

THE  TERRITORIAL  BILL. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  called  up  the  bill  to  establish 
a  Territorial  Government  in  Oregon,  New  Mexico, 
and  California. 

The  bill  having  been  read  a  second  time,  and 
being  under  consideration  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole- 
Mr.  CLAYTON  said  he  did  not  intend  to  open 
the  debate  on  this  bill  with  a  long  and  tedious 
speech,  reserving  the  right,  in  the  event  of  debate 
being  unavoidable,  of  replying  at  the  close.  He 
hoped,  however,  tliat  it  would  not  be  found  im- 
practicable to  avoid  debate.  The  bill  would  speak 
for  itself.  The]2th  section  in  the  bill  reported,  is 
similar  to  that  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories, with  some  slight  modification.  This  sec- 
tion renders  valid  the  laws  now  in  force  in  Oregon, 
subject  to  be  changed  by  the  legislative  body  of 
the  Territory,  provided  they  are  not  incompatible 
with  this  act  or  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  Territory  of  Oregon  will  have  the 
right  to  send  a  Delegate  to  Congress.  Such  power 
is  not  conferred  on  the  Territories  of  New  JNlexico 
and  California.  In  the  case  of  Oregon,  the  Legis- 
lature has  the  right  to  enact  laws  as  specified, 
while  in  the  Territories  of  Calitbrnia  and  New 
Mexico  the  powei-s  arc  much  more  restricted. 

In  the  commitlec,  all  other  modes  of  compro- 
mise entirely  failed.  He  believed  that  no  other 
mode  would  be  successful  in  the  present  Congress. 
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The  bill  leaves  the  entire  question  which  is  in  dis- 
pute to  the  Judiciary.  There  is  no  great  principle 
sacrificed.  Any  man  who  desires  discord  will 
oppose  the  bill.  But  he  who  does  not  desire  to 
distract  the  country  by  a  question  merely  political, 
will  be  able,  by  votins;  for  this  bill,  to  refer  the 
whole  matter  to  the  Judiciary.  In  any  case  in 
which  it  may  be  deemed  important,  any  lawyer 
can  carry  the  question  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States. 

The  compromise  line  of  36°  30'  was  voted  down 
in  committee,  in  every  form  in  which  it  was  or 
could  be  offered.  To  show  how  this  line  would 
have  operated,  he  referred  to  a  return  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  giving 
the  superficies  of  the  new  States  and  Territories: 
lying  north  of  latitude  36°  30',  there  are  1,599,240 
square  miles,  or  1,0:23,515,080  acres;  south  of  lati- 
tude 36°  30',  there  are  only  262,729  square  miles, 
or  168,146,560  acres:  so  that  the  territory  north  of 
the  line  will  be  four  times  as  much  as  the  territory 
south  of  it.  Some  members  proposed  as  a  basis 
the  compromise  line  of  36°  30';  but  it  was  op- 
posed. He  felt  himself  standing  between  North 
and  South,  and  standing  ready  to  conciliate  be- 
tween both.  He  would  say  no  more,  but  would 
express  the  hope  that  so  far  as  could  be  done  with- 
out infringing  the  right  of  free  discussion,  the  bill 
would  be  pressed  to  a  vote  as  early  as  possible. 

Mr.  NILES  said  the  main  question  had  been 
the  question  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  interfere 
with  the  question  of  slavery.  He  wished  to  know 
if  that  Senator  regarded  this  bill  as  taking  the 
affirmative  side  of  this  question.  He  also  desired 
to  know  what  was  the  compromise  effected  or  ex- 
hibited in  the  bill. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  replied  that  this  bill  neither 
affirms  nor  disaffirms  the  power,  and  herein  con- 
sists the  compromise.  If  any  Senator  is  opposed 
to  this  compromise,  let  him  stand  up  and  say  so. 

Mr.  NlLESsaid  it  appeared,  then,  that  the  com- 
promise left  the  matter  where  it  found  it.  It  left 
the  question  just  as  it  was,  as  yielding  all  the 
claims  which  the  advocates  of  slavery  had  put 
forward. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  repudiated  any  idea  other  than 
an  object  national  in  its  character,  the  harmony  and 
preservation  of  the  Union.  The  South  only  looked 
to  the  protection  of  its  rights  which  it  had  derived 
from  its  ancestors. 

Mr.  NILES  expressed  his  pleasure  at  hearing 
this  declaration.  But  he  did  not  exactly  compre- 
hend the  extent  of  the  Senator's  remark.  He 
thought  the  question  of  the  right  of  the  South  to 
carry  property  into  the  free  States,  was  to  be  made 
the  subject  of  compromise.  He  expressed  his 
belief  that  the  question  might  be  compromised  on 
the  principle  of  equality  of  rights  between  the 
North  anil  the  South. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  explained  his  course  in  the 
committee.  They  saw  three  great  Territories  be- 
fore them.  What  was  to  be  done  to  bring  these 
into  the  Union?  Midsummer  had  passed,  and 
something  was  necessary  to  be  done.  A  commit- 
tee was  appointed,  and  a  bill  was  reported  extend- 
ing the  Constitution  and  the  laws  over  these  Ter- 
ritories without  touching  the  question  of  slavery. 

Mr.  NILES  explained  some  parts  of  his  obser- 
vations previously  made.  The  Senator  from  New 
York  seemed  to  approve  of  this  bill,  and  this  in 
the  fnce  of  a  speech  which  lie  made  early  in  the 
session,  a  well-considered  speech,  in  which  he  de- 
nied the  power  of  Congress  to  interfere  with  the 
government  of  Territories.  As  the  Senator  had 
changed  his  tone  on  this  question,  there  was  .some 
hope  thai  further  change  would  ultimately  bring 
him  round  to  a  correct  position.  He  insisted  that 
this  bill  is  no  compromise;  it  is  no  compromise  at 
all.  Yet  it  is  notaliogether  negative;  on  one  point 
it  is  affirmative.  It  prohibits  the  inhibition  of  sla- 
very in  the  Territory.  Was  that  nothing.'  He 
thought  it  most  significant  and  most  important. 
He  feared  that  when  these  Territories  would  come 
and  knock  at  our  doors  for  admission  as  States  in 
the  Union,  the  same  difficulties  might  arise  which 
arose  on  the  unfortunate  Missouri  (piestion.  The 
questions  involved  in  thi.s  matter  are  before  the 
country  and  Congress,  and  they  must  be  met  now 
or  hereafter.  He  did  not  see  how  this  bill  was  to 
settle  the  question.  The  peojile,  who  are  intelli- 
gent, and  who  know  what  the  (juestion  is,  will  be 
apt  to  ask  how  it  is  settled ?  The  Territory  of 
California,  New  Mexico,  and  Oregon,  )ias  come 
into  our  hands  free  aa  God  has  made  it.     He  did  i 


not  expect  anything  beneficial  from  the  committee; 
but  he  certainly  did  not  expect  such  a  dodging, 
such  an  evasion  of  the  question  as  was  evident  in 
the  bill,  which  had  cowardice  stamped  on  it. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  replied,  and  asserted  that 
there  was  no  inconsistency  in  his  course.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  resolutions  he  had  offered  early  in  the 
session,  and  stated  that  they  sustained  the  Oregon 
bill.  He  went  for  the  freedom  of  Government, 
not  the  freedom  of  the  cut-throat.  He  would  not 
substitute  the  dagger  and  the  rifle  for  the  power  of 
the  law.  He  complimented  Mr.  Calhoun,  and 
all  the  members  of  the  committee,  for  the  proper 
spirit  which  they  brought  into  the  discussion  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  CORWIN  referred  to  the  speeches  of  Mr. 
Calhoun,  which  maintained  that  Congress  had  no 
power  to  touch  the  question  of  slavery.  Such, 
also,  was  the  argument  of  his  friend  from  Georgia, 
[Mr.  Berrien.]  He  wished  to  know  if  the  com- 
mittee made  any  investigation  on  the  subject  of 
this  power,  and  if  so,  to  what  result.'  He  wished 
to  know  if  the  committee  believed  that  this  question 
could  be  carried  to  the  Supreme  Court  by  any  law- 
yer.' He  wished  to  know  how  the  law  relative  to 
fugitives  could  be  executed.'  The  Territorial  judge 
would  be  perplexed.  The  master  would  appeal  to 
the  Constitution,  according  to  the  principle  in  this 
bill;  and  if  the  slave  was  handed  back  to  his  mas- 
ter, and  he  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court,  how 
is  the  value  of  the  property  to  be  ascertained.'  and 
if  the  value  of  the  slave  is  not  *)2,000,  the  case  must 
be  decided  by  one  of  the  Territorial  judges,  some 
fifteen  hundred  miles  from  the  seat  of  Government. 
He  considered  it  a  question  worth  looking  after  in 
this  noon  of  the  nineteenth  century,  whether  Cuffee 
or  his  master  was  the  right  man.'  He  wished,  also, 
to  know  why  IStw  Mexico  and  California  should 
not  be  entitled  to  the  same  privileges  of  the  other 
two  Stales.' 

Mr.  CLAYTON  explained,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  New  Mexico  were  not  admitted  to  equal  privi- 
leges with  Oregon,  because  they  were  too  ignorant 
for  self-government. 

Mr.  PHELPS  said,  we  came  here  for  the  pur- 
pose of  settling  this  by  some  legislative  measure. 
It  was  therefore  competent  to  settle  it  here.  Then 
it  was  alleged  that  the  Constitution  was  the  only 
authority  to  be  regarded.  It  must,  therefore,  be 
referred  to  the  judicial  power.  It  is  not  in  the 
power  of  Congress  to  interfere  with  the  question. 
The  question  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  our 
laws  must  be  decided  elsewhere.  The  committee 
had,  with  a  view  to  meet  the  difficulty,  thought  it 
proper  to  refer  the  whole  matter  to  the  examination 
and  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court.  The  free 
States  conquered  by  us  have  been  free  from  sla- 
very, and  slavery  shall  not  be  introduced  there. 
Such  is  the  sentiment  throughout  the  Eastern 
Slates.  The  South  seemed  to  think  that  there 
was  some  combination  against  them;  but  this  he 
regarded  as  idle. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  put  some  questions  relative 
to  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Orefon,  and 
its  power.  He  desired  to  know  if  the  restriction 
in  the  bill  was  intended  to  prevent  the  Legislature 
from  passing  laws  for  the  punishment  of  slaves.' 

Mr.  PHELPS  said  he  had  suggested  the  pro- 
hibitory clause.  His  motive  was,  not  to  leave  this 
power  to  the  nominees  of  the  President,  but  only 
to  commit  it  to  a  legislative  body. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  put  his  question  in  a  more 
simple  shape. 

Mr.  PHELPS  said  he  did  not  intend  to  make 
any  distinction  between  the  slaves  and  the  Indians. 
It  was  intended  to  leave  the  question  where  the 
Constitution  placed  it. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  the  committee  did  not 
pretend  to  settle  the  question.  It  was  left  where 
the  Constitution  placed  it. 

Mr.  NILES  wished  to  know  if  the  committee 
thought  this  bill  exhausted  all  the  authority  pos- 
sessed by  Congress.  If  not,  how  was  the  question 
settled,  when  a  bill  could  be  at  any  time  brought 
in  to  disturb  the  subject? 

Mr.  BALDWIN  remarked  on  the  different  fea- 
tures in  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  Territory  of  Ore- 
gon, and  the  Territories  of  California  and  New 
Mexico.  He  had  formerly,  when  the  Oregon  bill 
was  under  consideration,  stated  that  he  regarded 
it  as  a  national  question,  and  hence  he  thought  it 
unwise  to  bring  in  the  new  Territories  in  connec- 
tion with  it.  lie  adverted  at  some  length  to  the 
grounds  which  were  taken  by  the  Senator  from 


South  Carolina  in  the  Oregon  discussion,  in  his 
exposition  of  the  rights  by  which  we  held  the  Ter- 
ritory. He  thought  there  was  no  propriety  in  con- 
necting a  Territory  to  which  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise extended,  in  the  same  bill  with  Territories 
which  had  subsequently  become  ours  by  conquest. 
He  thought  it  unjust  to  those  who  insist  on  the 
Missouri  compromise,  to  put  these  Territories  side 
by  side.  He  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking 
out  of  the  bill  all  after  the  twentieth  section,  being 
the  part  which  relates  to  California  and  New 
Mexico. 

Mr.  HALE  referred  to  instructions  formerly 
given  by  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire,  re- 
questing the  Senators,  &c.,  to  vote  against  the  in- 
troduction of  slavery  into  Oregon.  "These  resolu- 
tions passed  in  1846,  and  might  be  legarded  as 
unworthy  of  regard,  because  it  elected  him;  but 
they  had  not  been  rescinded  during  the  two  Legis- 
latures of  1847- '48.  He  stated  that  the  Wilmot 
proviso  was  the  unanimous  sentiment  of  the  Slate, 
and  was  the  opinion  of  the  Democracy  of  that 
State,  as  set  forth  in  the  New  Hampshire  Patriot, 
A  No.  1.  He  was  not  afraid,  therefore,  but  that  he 
would  be  sustained  by  his  State. 

He  professed  to  have  no  confidence  in  the  Su- 
preme Court,  as  now  constituted,  and  was  unwill- 
ing that  that  court  should  decide  the  question. 
Again,  the  bill  came  short  of  the  wishes  of  the 
people,  who,  throughout  the  whole  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land,  were  demanding  that  slavery 
should  be  abolished.  The  committee  had  done 
nothing.  The  chairman  had  stated  that  they  had 
done  nothing.  They  left  the  question  to  the  laws 
of  God  and  the  Constitution.  Now,  the  Constitu- 
tion was  interpreted  as  variously  as  the  Bible.  The 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  was  for  leaving  the 
matter  to  the  Constitution,  because,  in  his  opinion, 
the  Constitution  carries  slavery  with  it.  Another 
construes  the  Constitution  as  meaning  to  secure 
freedom.  The  client  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
asks  how  is  this  settled  ?  "  Oh,  by  the  Constitu- 
tion!" "  Well,  that  is  very  well,  but  what  does 
the  Constitution  say?"  "  Oh,  it  is  a  Constitution 
of  freedom!"  "Very  well,  I  am  satisfied,  as  free- 
dom is  what  I  want."  In  the  South  the  same 
question  is  asked,  and  the  citizen  there  is  satisfied 
because  he  is  told  that  it  carries  slavery  with  it. 
He  alluded  to  the  case  before  the  Senate,  of  the 
bill  for  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court,  in  certain 
cases  from  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  PHELPS  asked  if  any  one  could  find  in 
the  Constitution  any  authority  for  the  Supreme 
Court  hearing  an  appeal  against  taking  out  letters 
of  administration  ? 

Mr.  HALE  said  that  he  would  discuss  that 
when  the  proper  time  came.  He  went  on  to  state 
his  objection  more  at  large,  as  well  as  to  state  other 
objections  which  he  entertained  against  the  bill. 
The  Senator  from  Delaware  had  produced  a  large 
paper  filled  with  figures  so  numerous,  that  his 
imagination  had  nearly  got  swamped  in  it.  He 
did  not  know  what  these  figures  had  to  do  with 
the  bill. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  said  he  read  the  figures,  not 
with  reference  to  this  bill,  but  merely  as  matter  of 
illustration. 

Mr.  HALE  said  he  did  not  discover  any  perti- 
nence. But  he  had  heard  a  remark  from  the  Sen- 
ator which  had  given  him  pain,  because  he  usually 
heard  that  Senator  with  pleasure  and  profit;  but 
that  Senator  had  said  that  any  one  who  desired 
discord  in  the  country  would  oppose  the  bill. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  disavowed  any  intention  to  use 
the  words  in  an  offensive  sense. 

Mr.  HALE  was  happy  to  hear  it.  But  had  it 
been  otherwise,  such  a  charge  would  have  no 
weight  with  him.  He  repeated,  that  the  commit- 
tee had  done  nothing.  "The  Senator  from  New 
York  said  they  had  left  the  question  where  they 
found  it. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  said  he  had  stated  that  they 
left  the  questions  where  they  found  them. 

Mr.  HALE.  Well,  then,  they  left  all  the  ques- 
tions where  they  found  them.  That  is,  the  com- 
mittee had  done  nothing;  and  if  the  Senate  liad 
desired  nothing  to  be  done,  there  was  no  use  in 
apf)ointing  a  committee  to  do  it.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  make  some  remarks  on  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Johnson,]  who  pretended  to  S|)eak 
as  the  whole  Democratic  party,  which  he  an- 
nounced in  a  prefatory  remark. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia,  explained,  consid- 
ering that  injustice  had  been  done  to  him. 
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Mr.  HALE  had  the  printed  speech  of  the  Sen- 
ator at  home,  and  had  no  desire  to  misrepresent 
him.  He  had  been  confirmed,  however,  in  his 
impression  that  the  Senator  assumed  to  act  for  the 
whole  Democratic  party,  by  an  incident  which 
took  place  a  few  days  before.  When  the  resolu- 
tion relative  to  adjournment  was  under  considera- 
tion, tliat  Senator  had  very  significantly  warned 
the  Senators  who  were  against  him  that  they  would 
be  made  responsible  to  the  party;  and  such  was 
the  effect  of  the  rebuke,  that  many  of  these  Sena- 
tors afterwards  changed  their  votes.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  show  the  distinction  between  political 
and  municipal  law,  in  order  to  convict  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  of  error  in  this  respect.  He  con- 
tended that  slavery  was  not  one  of  those  political 
rights  which  we  can  carry  everywhere  with  us. 
He  adverted  to  and  commented  on  the  language  of 
the  laws  of  Mississippi,  Kentucky,  and  Louisiana, 
which  designate  slavery  as  the  creature  of  muni- 
cipal law;  and  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court 
sustains  the  local  and  municipal  character  of  the 
institution. 

Mr.  UPHAM  read  a  decision  of  Judge  McLean, 
that  slavery  was  maintained  by  local  laws,  and 
that  it  could  not  be  carried  into  another  State. 

Mr.  HALE  said  he  had  not  read  this,  because 
Judge  McLean  was  from  Ohio,  which  was  an  in- 
fected State.  He  then  went  on  to  quote,  from  the 
Madison  Papers,  the  language  of  Colonel  Mason, 
of  Virginia,  against  slavery,  which  might  have 
some  weight,  as  it  did  not  come  from  an  eastern 
abolitionist.  He  expressed  the  hope  that  Virginia 
herself  would  be  found  ready  to  sustain  and  carry 
out  the  sentiments  propounded  by  some  of  the 
noblest  spirits  that  ever  adorned  her  history.  He 
went  then  into  the  question  of  the  power  of  Con- 
gress over  the  subject  of  slavery,  which  had  been 
denied;  and  yet  by  this  bill  slavery  is  prohibited 
in  Oregon  for  three  months,  and  is  decided  to  be 
legal  after  three  months.  As  to  the  Missouri  com- 
promise, which,  it  was  said,  had  given  peace  to 
the  country,  he  did  not  know  how  that  might  be; 
but  this  he  knew,  that  it  gave  peace  to  those  poli- 
ticians who  voted  for  it — it  sent  them  down  to  their 
political  graves,  where  they  have  ever  since  rested 
in  peace.  It  settled  them,  if  it  did  not  settle  the 
country. 

He  hoped  that  would  not  be  called  a  compromise 
which  gave  to  all  the  southern  latitudes  the  curse 
of  slavery,  and  left  to  the  free  Slates  nothing  but 
their  ice  and  their  rocks.  He  called  on  the  Senate 
to  pause  and  reflect  on  the  position  in  which  they 
were  placing  themselves,  by  upholding  slavery,  at 
am.oment  when  the  high  and  powerful  throbbings 
of  the  human  heart  were  overthrowing  the  institu- 
tions of  ages  and  centuries,  and  by  throwing  this 
model  Republic  of  ours  in  the  path  through  which 
universal  freedom  is  struggling  to  make  its  way. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  Baldwin. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  asked  if  it  was 
the  intention  of  the  mover  to  establish  a  govern- 
ment in  Oregon,  and  to  leave  California  and  New 
Mexico  without  a  government  until  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress? 

Mr.  BALDWIN  said  he  wished  to  disencum- 
ber the  Oregon  bill  from  the  other  Territorial  Gov- 
ernments. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  requested  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut  to  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  was  willing  to  withdraw  it  for 
the  present. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  objecting,  the  amendment  was 
not  withdrawn. 

The  question  was  then  taken, and  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Baldwin,  Briidhury,  Clarke,  Corwin,  Da- 
vis of  Massachusetts,  Dayton,  Dix,  Do(lf;e,  Folcli,  Pitzfjer- 
ald,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Miller,  Niles,  Upliam,  and  Walk- 
er—17. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Athenon,  Gad?er,  Bell, 
licnton,  Berrien,  Borland,  Breese,  Brii;ht,  Butler,  Calhoun, 
Clayton,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Douulus,  Downs, 
Foole,  Hannegan,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  Johnson  of  (Jeorj^ia,  King,  Lewis,  Manguin, 
Mason.  Mitcalfe,  I'earce,  Phelps,  Sebastian,  Spruaiice,  Stur- 
geon, Tiirney,  Underwood,  Westcott,  and  Yulee — 37. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  said  he  was  admonished  by  the 
whisperings  around  him,  that  if  he  intended  to  be 
heard  on  this  subject,  he  must  seize  the  present 
moment,  or  he  would  be  prevented  by  the  pressure 
of  numbers.  He  expressed  his  regret  that  while, 
throughout  Europe,  the  spirit  of  freedom  Wiis  over- 
throwing the  old  tyrannies,  we  were  engaged  in 


the  task  of  introducing  slavery  into  free  terri- 
tories. He  designated  the  bill  as  guarantying  and 
perpetuating  slavery  in  the  new  territories;  and 
expressed  his  conviction  that  the  new  doctrine,  that 
the  extension  of  our  political  system  carries  sla- 
very everywhere  with  it,  would  be  most  startling 
in  its  eflfect  on  the  North.  He  denied  this  doctrine 
entirely  and  emphatically.  On  the  subject  of  the 
Missouri  compromise,  he  said  he  would  not  have 
voted  for  it,  because  it  established  an  arbitrary  line. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  asked  if  the  Senator  did  not 
vote  for  the  Missouri  compromise  when  he  voted 
for  the  annexation  of  Texas  .^ 

Mr.  HAMLIN  replied,  that  in  the  House  of 
Representatives  he  had  voted  against  the  resolu- 
tions annexing  Texas.  When  those  resolutions 
came  to  the  Senate,  they  were  amended  by  the 
adoption  of  a  single  resolution  not  looking  to  the 
compromise,  which  emanated  from  the  wisdom  of 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  on  his  left,  [Mr.  Ben- 
ton,] and  which  would  have  saved  us  from  the 
war  through  which  we  have  passed.  He  would 
vote  for  no  arbitrary  law,  even  at  the  southern  ex- 
tremity of  our  boundary,  because  it  would  lead  to 
party,  political,  and  sectional  strifes,  such  as  have 
been  eloquently  portrayed  by  Mr.  Jeflferson.  He 
would  vote  for  a  compromise  founded  on  the  spirit 
of  those  who  established  our  Government.  He 
would  vote  for  retaining  freedom  in  territories 
where  slavery  never  existed;  and  he  would  vote 
for  retaining  slavery  where  it  had  always  been. 
He  was  no  abolitionist.  He  would  not  vote  to 
abolish  slavery  in  a  slave  State;  and,  so  help  him 
God,  he  would  never  vote  to  abolish  freedom 
where  freedom  had  always  existed.  He  objected 
to  the  shuffling  off,  the  skulking  from,  the  shrink- 
ing behind  a  political  question  which  it  was  our 
duty  to  meet,  and  throwing  it  on  the  Supreme 
Court  to  decide.  He  asserted  that  by  no  process 
could  a  case  be  brought  up  to  the  Supreme  Court 
from  the  Territories;  the  decision  of  the  court  be- 
ing explicit  that  it  must  be  a  case  of  money,  and 
that  a  single  slave,  with  the  question  of  his  rights 
and  liberties,  was  not  the  subject  of  an  appeal.  It 
had  been  stated  that  slavery  was  never  created. 
True,  it  came  like  the  serpent  into  the  garden  of 
Eden,  creeping,  stealing  in,  in  violation  of  law. 
He  asked  for  what  purpose  the  Senator  from  Del- 
aware had  given  his  array  of  figures,  showing  the 
relative  number  of  square  acres,  in  the  free  and 
slave  States,  accoruing  to  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise .'  Why  did  he  not  state  that  the  population 
in  the  free  States  was  twelve  millions,  and  the  pop- 
ulation in  the  slave  States  was  eight  millions  > 
There  were  other  objections  to  this  bill  to  which 
he  would  gladly  allude,  but  he  had  already  de- 
tained the  Senate  longer  than  he  had  intended.  He 
could  not  refrain  from  saying  what  he  had  said, 
to  justify  the  vote  which  he  should  give  against 
this  bill. 

Mr,  CLARKE  rose  to  address  the  Senate;  but, 
as  the  hour  was  late,  (approaching  five  o'clock,) 
he  would  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

[Cries  from  several  quarters:  "Oh,  no;  let  us 
get  through  the  bill."] 

Mr.  BERRIEN  Semanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  adjourn;  and  the  question  having 
been  taken,  it  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Benton, 
Bradbury,  Clarke,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dayton, 
Dix,  Dodge,  Fitzgerald,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Johnson  of 
Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Manguni,  Metcalfe,  Miller, 
Niles,  Pearce,  Phelps,  Spruance,  Underwood,  Upliani, 
Walker,  and  Westcott— 29. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Atherton,  Berrien,  Borland, 
Breese,  Bright,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Davis  of  Missis- 
sippi, Dickinson,  Douglas,  Felch,  Foote,  Hannegan,  Hous- 
ton, Jolinson  of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  Mason,  Sturgeon, 
Sebastian,  Turney,  and  Yulee — 24. 

And  the  Senate  adiourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  July  24,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  asked  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House,  and,  on  objection  being  made 
by  Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules,  to  enable  him  to  introducea  concurrent  reso- 
lution to  terminate  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
by  an  adjournment  of  the  two  Houses  by  their 
respective  presiding  officers,  on  Monday,  the  7th 
day  of  August  next,  at  twelve  m. 

Mr.  BURT  raised  the  point  of  order  that  the 
House  having  previously  adopted  a  resolution 
fixing  the  day  for  adjournment  and  sent  it  to  the 


Senate,  it  was  not  in  order  to  move  another  until 
they  were  informed  of  the  fate  of  the  former. 

The  SPEAKER  overruled  the  point  of  order. 

The  question  on  suspending  the  rules  was  de- 
cided by  yeas  and  nays  :  Yeas  110,  nays  54.  Two- 
thirds  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended, and  the  resolution  was  received. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded,  and  under  the  operation 
thereof  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  :  Yeas  126, 
nays  49. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
just  taken,  and  moved  to  lay  on  the  table  that  mo- 
tion.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  PILLSBURY,  by  leave,  presented  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  Texas  respecting  mili- 
tary posts  on  the  frontier,  and  relative  to  inter- 
course with  the  Indians.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  P.  also  presented  resolutions  of  the  same 
Legislature  relative  to  the  passage  of  a  law  to  com- 
pel the  judge  of  the  United  Slates  District  Court 
for  the  district  of  Texas  to  reside  and  remain  per- 
manently within  his  district.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  GAINES,  by  leave,  in  behalf  of  the  mi- 
nority of  ihe  select  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  subject  of  granting  pensions  to  widows 
and  orphans  of  officers  and  soldiers  who  have  been 
killed,  or  who  have  died  whilst  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  during  the  war  with  the  Repub- 
lic of  Mexico,  made  a  report;  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

NEW  MEXICO  AND  CALIFORNIA. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Stales: 

Washington,  July  24,  1848. 
To  tlie  House  of  Representatives  of  the  UnitC'l  Stales: 

In  answer  to  the  resolutions  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  10th  instant,  requesting  intormation  in  relation 
to  New  Mexico  and  California,  I  communicate  herewith 
reports  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  antl  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  with  the  documents  which  accompany  the  same. 
These  reports  and  documents  contain  infoimation  upi>n  the 
several  points  of  inquiry  embraced  by  the  resolutions.  "The 
proper  limits  and  boundaries  of  New  Mexico  and  California" 
are  delineated  in  the  map  referred  to  in  Ihe  late  treaty  with 
Mexico,  an  authentic  copy  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted; 
and  all  the  additional  information  upon  that  subject,  and  also 
the  most  reliable  information  in  respect  to  the  population  of 
these  respective  provinces  which  is  in  the  possession  of  the 
Executive,  will  he  found  in  the  accompanying  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

The  resolutions  request  information  in  regard  to  the  exist- 
ence of  civil  governments  in  New  Mexico  and  California, 
their  "form  and  cliaracter,"  by  "whom  instituted,"  by 
"  what  authority,"  and  how  they  are  "  maintained  and  sup- 
ported." 

In  my  message  of  December  22,1846,  in  answer  to  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives  calling  for  informa- 
tion "in  relation  to  the  establishment  or  organization  of 
civil  governments  in  any  poilion  of  the  territory  of  Mexico 
which  has  or  might  be  taken  possession  of  by  the  army  or 
navy  of  the  United  States,"  I  communicated  the  orders 
which  had  been  given  to  the  officers  of  our  army  and  navy, 
and  stated  the  general  authority  upon  which  temporary  mili- 
tary governments  had  been  established  over  the  conquerefl 
portions  of  Mexico  then  in  our  military  occupation. 

The  temporary  governments  authorized  were  instituted 
by  virtue  of  tloe  rights  of  war.  The  power  to  declare  war 
a:;ainst  a  foreign  country,  and  to  prosecute  it  according  to 
the  general  laws  of  war,  as  sanctioned  by  civilized  nations, 
it  will  not  be  questioned,  exists  under  our  Constitution. 
When  Congress  has  declared  that  war  exists  with  a  foreign 
nation,  "the  general  laws  of  war  apply  to  our  situation," 
and  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  President,  as  the  conslitu- 
tionil  "commander-in-chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the 
United  States,"  to  prosecute  it. 

In  prosecuting  a  foreign  war,  thus  duly  declared  by  Con- 
gress, we  have  the  right,  by  "conquest  and  military  occupa- 
tion," to  acquire  possession  of  the  territories  of  the  enemy, 
and  during  the  war  to  "  exercise  the  fullest  rights  of  sover- 
eignty over  it."  The  sovereignty  of  the  enemy  is  in  such 
case  "  suspended,"  and  his  laws  can  "  no  longer  be  rightfully 
enforced"  over  the  conquered  territory,  or  "be  obligatory 
upon  the  inhabitants  who  remain  and  submit  to  the  con- 
querors." By  the  surrender,  the  inhabitants  "  pass  under  a 
temporary  allegiance"  to  the  conqueror,  and  are  "bound  by 
sujjili  laws,  and  such  only,  as"  he  may  choose  to  recognize 
and  impose.  "From  the  nature  of  the  case  no  other  laws 
could  be  obligatory  upon  them;  for  where  there  is  no 
protection,  or  allegiance,  or  sovereignty,  there  can  be  no 
claim  to  obedience."  These  are  well-established  principles 
of  the  laws  of  war,  as  recoanized  and  practised  by  civilized 
nations;  and  they  have  been  sanctioned  by  the  highe.st 
judicial  tribunal  of  our  country. 

The  orders  and  instructions  issued  to  the  officers  of  our 
army  and  navy,  applicable  to  such  portions  of  the  Mexican 
territory  as  had  been  or  might  be  conquered  by  our  arms, 
were  in  strict  conformity  to  these  principles.  They  were, 
indeed,  ameliorations  of  the  rigors  of  the  war  upon  which 
we  might  have  insisted.  They  substituted  for  the  harshness 
of  military  rule  something  of  the  mildness  of  civil  govern- 
ment, and  were  not  only  the  exercise  of  no  excess  of  power, 
hut  were  a  relaxation  in  favor  of  the  peaceable  inhabitants 
of  the  conguered  territory  who  had  submitted  to  our  author- 
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ity,  and  were  nlike  politic  Jind  liunmnK.  It  is  from  the 
same  snurce  of  authority  that  we  derive  tlie  unqueslioned 
right,  alter  war  has  lieeii  deciart'd  hy  Congress,  to  bloeliade 
tlie  pons  and  coasts  ol'  the  enemy,  to  capture  his  towns, 
cities,  and  provincBs,  and  to  levy  contributions  upon  him  l()r 
the  support  of  our  army.  Of  tlii'  same  character  with  these 
is  the  rialit  to  subject  to  our  temporary  military  government 
the  cOdqui'red  territories  of  our  enemy.  They  are  all  bel- 
ligerent rights;  and  their  exercise  i-  as  essentialto  the  suc- 
cessful prosecution  of  a  foreign  war  as  tlie  right  to  fight 
battles. 

New  Mexico  and  Upper  California  were  among  the  terri- 
tories conquered  and  occupied  by  our  forces,  and  such  tem- 
porary governments  were  established  over  tlieiii.  They 
were  established  by  orticers  of  our  army  and  navy  in  com- 
mand, in  pursuance  of  the  orders  aud  instructions  accom- 
panying my  message  to  tlie  House  of  Representatives  of 
December  22d,  1846.  In  their  form  aiid  detail,  as  at  first 
established,  they  exceeded  in  some  respects  (as  was  stated 
in  that  message)  the  authority  which  had  been  given  ;  and 
instructions  for  the  correction  of  the  error  were  issued  in 
despatches  from  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  of  tlie 
11th  of  January,  1647,  copies  of  which  are  herewith  trans- 
mitted. 'I'hey  have  been  maintained  and  supported  out  of 
the  military  exactions  and  cuntrihutiiuis  levied  upon  the 
enemy,  and  no  part  of  the  expense  has  been  paid  out  of  the 
treasury  of  the  Uniti  d  States. 

In  the  routine  of  duty,  some  of  the  officers  of  the  army 
and  navy,  who  first  established  temporary  governments  in 
California  and  New  Mexico,  have  been  succeeded  in  com- 
mand by  other  officers,  upon  whom  like  duties  have  de- 
volved;  and  the  agents  employed  or  dciigiiated  by  them  to 
control  the  temporary  governments  have  also,  in  some  in- 
stances, been  superseded  by  others.  Such  appointments, 
for  temporary  civil  duty  during  our  military  occupition, 
were  made  by  the  officers  in  command  in  the  conquered 
territories  respectively. 

Oil  the  conclusion  and  exchange  of  ratifications  of  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  Mexico,  which  was  proclainud  on  the  4th  in- 
stant, these  temporary  governments  necessarily  ceased  to 
exist.  In  the  instructions  to  establish  a  temporary  govern 
nienl  over  New  Mexico,  no  distinction  was  made  between 
that  and  the  other  pro\inees  of  Mexico  vvhich  miglit  he 
taken  and  held  in  our  miliiary  occupation. 

The  Province  of  New  Mexico,  according  to  its  ancient 
boundaries,  as  claimed  by  Mexico,  lies  on  both  sides  of  the 
Rio  Grande.  That  part  of  it  on  the  east  of  that  river  was  in 
di?pute  when  the  war  between  the  United  Slates  and  Mex- 
ico commenced.  Texas,  by  a  successful  revolution  in  April, 
1836,  achieved  and  subsequently  maintained  her  independ- 
ence. By  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  Texas,  passed  in  De- 
cember, 1836,  her  western  boundary  was  declared  to  be  the 
Rio  Giande,  from  its  mouth  to  its  source,  and  thence  due 
north  to  the  forty-second  degree  of  north  latitude.  Tliough 
the  Republic  of  Texas,  by  many  acts  of  sovereignty  which 
she  exerted  and  exercised,  some  of  which  were  stated  in  my 
annual  message  of  December,  1843,  had  established  her  clear 
title  to  the  country  west  of  the  Nueces,  and  bordering  nn 
that  part  of  the  Rio  Grande  which  lies  below  the  Province 
of  New  Mexico,  she  had  never  conquered  or  reduced  to 
actual  possession,  and  brought  under  her  government  and 
laws,  that  part  of  New  Mexico  lying  east  of  the  Kio  Grande 
which  she  claimed  to  be  within  her  limits.  On  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war,  we  found  iVIexico  in  possession  of  this  dis- 
puted territory.  As  our  army  apiiroaclieil  Santa  F6,  (the 
capital  of  New  Mexico,)  it  wa<  lijiind  to  be  held  hy  a  gov- 
ernor under  Mexican  authorit)  ,  and  an  armed  force  collected 
to  resist  our  advance.  The  inhabitants  were  Mexicans, 
acknowledging  allegiance  to  Mexico.  The  boundary  in 
dispute  was  the  line  between  the  two  countries  engaged  in 
actual  war,  and  the  settlement  of  it  of  necessity  depended 
on  a  treaty  of  peace.  Finding  the  Mexican  authorities  and 
people  in  possession,  our  forces  conquered  them,  and  ex- 
tended military  rule  over  them  and  the  territory  which  they 
actually  occupied,  in  lieu  of  the  sovereignty  which  was  dis- 
placed. It  was  not  possible  to  disturb  or  change  the  prac- 
tical boundary  line  in  the  midst  of  the  war,  when  no  nego- 
tiation for  its  adjustment  could  be  opened,  and  when  Texas 
was  not  present  by  her  constituted  authorities  to  establish  and 
maintain  government  over  a  hostile  Mexican  population, 
who  acknowledged  no  allegiance  to  her.  There  was,  there- 
fore, no  alternative  left  but  to  establish  and  maintain  military 
rule  during  the  war  over  the  ron(|uered  people  in  the  dis- 
puted territory  who  had  snlimilt(  d  to  our  arms,  or  to  forbear 
the  exercise  of  our  b(lli:;iTeiit  rights,  and  leave  them  in  a 
slate  of  anarchy,  and  without  control. 

Whether  the  country  in  dispute  rightfully  belonged  to 
Mexico  or  to  Texas,  it  was  our  riglit  in  the  first  case,  and 
our  duty  as  will  as  our  right  in  the  latter,  to  conquer  and 
hold  it.  Whilst  Ilii-^  territory  was  in  onr  possession  ascon- 
f|uerors,  with  .-i  po|iMhitjon  hostile  to  the  United  Stales, 
which  more  th.iii  once  broke  out  in  open  insurrijction,  it  was 
our  unqiieslioiiable  duty  to  continue  our  military  occupation 
of  it  until  the  conclusion  of  the  war,  and  to  establish  over  it 
iiiilitaiy  government,  necessary  for  our  own  security,  as  well 
as  for  the  protection  of  the  conquered  people. 

But  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress  of  March  1, 184.5,  "for 
annexing  Texas  to  tin;  United  States,"  the  "  adjustment  of 
nil  questions  of  boundary  which  may  arise  with  other  Gov- 
ernments"  was  reserved  to  this  Govrrnimnt.  When  the 
compieat  of  New  .Mexico  wius  consinomated  by  onr  arms,  the 
(juestion  of  boundary  remainid  still  nnadjiisli  d.  Until  the 
exeliHiige  of  the  ratifirations  r)| n,,.  lale  treaty,  New  Mexico 
never  became  an  undispiiKd  porlinii  of  the' United  Slates; 
and  it  would  therefore  have  been  prem.iture  to  deliver  over 
to  Texas  that  portion  ofit,  on  the  casi  side  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
to  which  she  assr'rled  a  <'laim.  lluwevir  just  the  right  of 
Texas  may  have  been  to  it,  that  right  bail  never  bren  re- 
duced into  her  possession,  and  it  was  eonte...ted  by  Mexico. 

By  the  cession  of  the  wlnde  of  Nexv  Mexico  on  both  sides 
of  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  United  States,  the  (pieslion  of  dis- 
puted boundary,  so  far  as  Mexico  in  concerned,  has  been 
settled  ;  leaving  the  question,  a.s  to  the  true  limits  of  Texas, 
in  New  Mexico,  to  b»  adju.-ted  between  that  State  and  the 
United  Slates.  Under  the  eircumstances  existing  during  the 
pendency  of  the  war,  and  while  llie  whole  of  New  Mexico, 
as  claimed  by  onr  enemy,  was  in  our  miliiary  occupation,  I 
was  not  unmindful  of  the  ti^lils  of  Texas  to  that  portion  of 
it  which  she  claimed  to  be  within  her  limits.     In  answer  to 


a  letter  from  the  Governor  of 'J'exas,  dated  on  the  4th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1847,  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  my  direction,  iiifornied 
him,  in  a  letter  of  the  19tli  of  February,  1847,  that  in  the 
President's  annual  message  of  December,  1846,  "  You  have 
'  already  perceived  that  New  Mexico  is  at  present  in  the 
'  temporary  occupation  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States, 
'  and  the  government  over  it  is  military  in  its  character.  It 
'  is  merely  such  a  government  as  must  exist,  under  the  laws 
'  of  nations  and  of  war,  to  preserve  order  and  protect  the 
'  rights  of  the  inhabitants,  and  will  cease  on  the  conclusion 
'  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico.  Nothing,  therelbre,  can 
'  be  more  certain  than  that  this  temporary  Government,  re- 
'  suiting  from  necessity,  can  never  injuriously  ad'ectthe  right 
'  which  the  President  believes  to  be  justly  asserted  by  Texas 
'  to  the  whole  territory  on  this  side  of  the  Rio  Grande,  vvlien- 
'  ever  the  Mexican  claim  to  it  shall  have  been  extinguished 
'  by  treaty.  But  this  is  a  subject  which  more  piojierly  he- 
'  longs  to  the  Legislative  than  the  Executive  branch  of  the 
'  Government." 

The  re?ult  of  tlie  whole  is,  that  Texas  had  asserted  aright 
to  that  part  of  New  Mexico  east  of  the  Rio  Grande,  which  is 
believed,  under  the  acts  of  Congress  for  the  annexation  and 
admission  of  Texas  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  and  under  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  Texas,  to  be  well  founded  ;  but  this 
right  had  never  been  reduced  to  her  actual  possession  and 
occupancy.  The  General  Government,  possessing  exclu- 
sively the  war-making  power,  had  the  right  to  lake  military 
possession  of  this  disputed  territory;  and,  until  the  title  to  it 
was  perl'ected  by  a  treaty  of  peace,  it  was  their  duty  to  hold 
it,  and  to  establish  a  temporary  military  government  over  it 
for  the  preservation  of  the  conquest  itself,  the  safety  of  our 
army,  and  the  security  of  the  conquered  inliabilants. 

The  resolutions  further  request  information  whether  any 
persons  have  been  tried  and  condeinned  for  "  treason  against 
the  United  States  in  that  part  of  New  Mexico  lying  east  of 
the  Rio  Grande  since  the  same  has  been  in  the  occupancy 
of  our  army  ;"  and  if  so,  before  "  what  tribunal,"  and  "  by 
what  authority  of  law  such  tribunal  was  established  ."'  It 
appears,  that  after  the  territory  in  question  was  "  in  the  oc- 
cupancy of  our  army,"  some  of  the  conijuered  Mexican  in- 
habitants, who  had  at  first  submitted  to  our  autlioritv,  broke 
out  in  open  insurrection,  murdering  our  soldiers  and  citi- 
zens, and  committing  other  atrocious  crimes.  Some  of  the 
principal  otfendeis,  who  were  apprehended,  were  tried  and 
condemned  by  a  tribunal  invested  with  civil  and  criminal 
jurisdiction,  vvhich  had  been  established  in  the  conquered 
country  by  the  military  officer  in  command.  That  the  of- 
fenders deserved  the  punishment  inflicted  upon  them,  there 
is  no  reason  to  doubt;  and  the  error  in  the  proceedings 
against  them  consisted  in  designating  and  describing  their 
crimes  as  "treason  against  the  United  States."  This  error 
was  pointed  out,  and  its  recurrence  thereby  prevented,  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  a  despatch  to  the  officer  in  com- 
mand in  New  Mexico,  dated  on  the  26lh  of  June,  1847,  a 
copy  of  which,  together  with  copies  of  all  communications 
relating  to  the  subject  which  have  been  received  at  the  War 
Department,  are  herewith  transmitted. 

The  resolutions  call  for  information  in  relation  to  the  quan- 
tity of  public  lands  acquired  within  the  ceded  territory,  and 
"how  much  of  the  same  is  within  the  boundaries  of  Texas, 
ns  defined  by  tlie  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  Republic  of 
Texas,  of  the  igth  day  of  December,  1836."  No  means  of 
making  an  accurate  estimate  on  the  subject  is  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Executive  Depaitment.  The  information  which 
is  possessed  will  be  found  in  the  accompanying  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  country  ceded  to  the  United  States  lying  west  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  and  to  which  Texas  has  no  title,  is  estimated 
by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  to  con- 
tain 523,078  square  miles,  or  366,689,990  acres. 

The  period  since  the  exchange  of  ratifications  of  the  treaty 
hiLs  been  too  short  to  enable  the  Government  to  have  access 
to,  or  to  procure  abstracts  or  copies  of,  tlie  land  titles  issued 
by  Spain  or  by  the  Republic  of  Mexico.  Steps  will  be  taken 
to  procure  this  information  at  the  earliest  practicable  period. 
It  is  estimated,  as  appears  from  the  accompanying  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  that  much  the  larger  portion 
of  the  land  within  the  Territories  ceded  remains  vacant  and 
unappropriated,  and  will  be  subject  to  be;  disposed  of  by  the 
United  States.  Indeed,  a  very  inconsiderable  portionofthe 
land  embraced  in  the  cession,  it  is  believed,  has  been  dis- 
posed of  or  granted  either  by  Spain  or  Mexico. 

What  amount  of  money  the  United  States  may  be  able  to 
realize  from  the  .-ales  of  these  vacant  lands,  must  be  uncer- 
tain; but  it  is  eonlidently  believed,  that  with  prudent  man- 
agement, alter  making  liberal  grants  to  emigrants  and  set- 
tlets,  it  will  exceed  the  co.stof  the  war  and  all  the  expenses 
to  which  we  have  been  subjected  in  acquiring  it. 

The  resolutions  also  call  for  the  "  evidence,  or  any  part 
thereof,"  that  the  "  extensive  and  valuable  territories  ceded 
by  Mexico  to  the  United  States  constitute  indemnity  for  the 
past." 

The  immense  value  of  the  ceded  country  does  not  consist 
alone  in  the  amount  of  money  for  which  the  public  lands 
may  be  sold.  If  not  a  dollar  could  be  realized  from  the  sale 
of  these  lands,  the  cession  of  the  jurisdiction  over  the  coun- 
try, and  the  fact  that  it  has  become  a  part  of  our  Union,  and 
cannot  be  made  subject  to  European  power,  constitutes 
ample  "  indemnity  for  the  past,"  in  the  immense  value  and 
advantages  vvhich  its  acquisition  must  give  to  the  comirK'r- 
cial,  navigating,  manufacturing,  and  agricultural  interests  of 
our  country. 

The  value  of  the  public  lands  embraced  within  ihc  limits 
of  the  ceded  territory,  great  as  that  value  may  be,  is  far  less 
important  to  the  people  of  the  United  Stales  than  the  sov- 
eri'ignty  over  the  country.  Most  of  onr  States  contain  no 
public  lands  owned  by  the  United  States;  and  yet  the  sov- 
crei;!nty  and  jurisdiction  over  them  is  of  incalculable  im- 
portance to  the  nation.  In  the  Stale  of  New  York,  the 
United  States  is  the  owner  of  no  public  lands,  and  yet  two- 
thirds  of  our  whole  revenue  is  collected  at  the  great  port  of 
that  State,  and  within  her  limits  is  found  about  one-seventh 
of  our  entire  population.  Although  none  of  the  future  cities 
on  our  coast  of  California  may  ever  rival  the  city  of  New 
York  in  wealth,  population,  and  business,  yet,  that  import- 
am  cities  will  grow  up  on  the  magiiilicent  harbors  of  that 
coast,  with  a  rapidly-increasing  population,  and  yielding  a 
large  revenue,  would  seem  to  be  certain.  By  the  possession 
of  the  safe  and  capacious  harbprs  on  the  California  coast, 


we  shall  have  great  advantages  in  securing  the  rich  com- 
merce of  the  East,  and  shall  thus  olitain  for  our  products 
new  and  increased  markets,  and  greatly  enlarge  our  coast- 
ing and  foreign  trade,  as  well  as  augment  our  tonnage  and 
revenue. 

These  great  advantages,  far  more  than  the  simple  value  of 
the  public  lands  in  the  ceded  territory,  "  constitute  our  in- 
demnity for  the  past."  JAMES  K.  I'OLK. 

The  message  having  been  read — 

Mr.  HILL[ARD  obtained  the  floor,  butyieliJed 
it  temporarily  to — 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  who  moved  that  the  mes- 
sage be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Territo- 
ries, and  that  it  he  printed. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  suggested  aa  an  amendment 
(as  far  as  he  could  be  understood)  to  have  the  Ex- 
ecutive message  of  1846  printed  with  this. 

Mr.  COBB  said  he  had  no  objection  to  having 
that  document  printed,  but  would  prefer  the  mo- 
tion to  be  embodied  in  a  separate  resolution. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  then  resumed  the  floor,  and 
proceeded  to  comment  on  both  the  late  messages 
of  the  President — the  one  sent  in  some  days  since, 
communicating  the  treaty  with  Mexico;  and  the 
othersent  in  tliis  morning,  in  reply  to  the  resolution 
of  the  House  asking  information  in  regard  to  the 
new  Territories. 

Mr.  H.  reviewed  the  policy  of  the  Administra- 
tion in  regard  to  our  foreign  affairs;  discussed  the 
Territorial  question;  and  exhibited  the  overshadow- 
ing influence  of  the  Executive  in  usurping  powers 
not  conferred  on  him  by  the  Constitution,  and  in 
the  exercise  of  the  veto  power.  He  contended 
that  the  policy  of  the  Whig  party  was  peace,  and 
the  development  of  the  internal  resources  of  the 
country,  keeping  the  Executive  power  in  due 
bounds;  while  the  policy  of  the  other  party  was 
the  extension  of  Executive  authority,  and  an  ag- 
gressive system,  which  must  lead  to  war  and  the 
overthrow  of  our  Government. 

In  the  course  of  his  speech,  Mr.  H.  took  de- 
cided ground  against  the  new  compromise  bill  in 
the  Senate,  stating  that  it  was  not  a  settlement  of 
the  alarming  question  touching  slavery,  but  a  post- 
ponement ofit,  leaving  room  in  the  meanwhile  for 
the  wildest  agitation. 

Mr.  BIRDSALL,  of  New  York,  followed  Mr. 
HiLLURD  in  a  prepared  speech,  which  occupied  his 
hour  in  the  delivery. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  next  obtained  the  floor  amongst 
many  competitors,  but  he  said  he  apprehended 
that  there  was  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the 
House  that  the  discussion  at  this  time,  on  this 
question,  should  not  be  longer  protracted;  be  would 
announce  to  the  House  that  he  desired  to  make  a 
general  speech,  and  he  further  announced  that  if 
there  was  now  a  disposition  to  take  the  question 
now  pending,  he  would  give  way  for  that  purpose. 
["  No,  no;"  "  go  on."] 

Mr.  VINJ'ON  said  he  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois  whether  it  would  not  be  as 
well  to  postpone  this  discussion  to  some  other 
time.  For  himself  he  desired  to  say  a  few  words 
about  this  mes.sage,  and  not  on  things  in  general; 
and  he  trusted  before  it  was  disposed  of,  that  the 
attention  of  the  House  and  of  the  country  would 
be  called  to  the  positions  of  this  message. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  would  .say,  that  he  hoped  he 
should  have  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  while  he 
expressed  his  views  at  some  future  time;  and  now, 
for  the  accommodation  of  gentlemen,  he  would 
yield  the  floor. 

Mr.  VINTON  desired  to  say  a  very  few  words 
respecting  this  message.  There  were  in  it,  as  he 
heard  it  read,  some  things  which  it  struck  him 
should  not  escape  the  notice  of  this  House.  It  had 
struck  hiiTi  as  a  remarkable  fact,  that,  in  every 
message  communicated  to  this  House  from  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States,  there  were  soine 
views  of  Executive  power  in  derogation  of  the 
rights  of  this  body;  but  never,  in  the  coui'sc  of  his 
long  service  in  this  body,  had  he  seen  any  message 
presented  to  it  that,  as  lie  thought,  contained  so 
palpable  an  assumption  of  the  [lowers  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  by  the  Executive,  ns  tlio 
message  which  was  now  before  them.  What  were 
the  facts  of  ihe  case?  The  President  stated  that 
the  State  of  Texas,  when  it  wtts  an  independent 
country,  passed  an  act  by  which  it  asserted  a  title 
to  the  territory  to  the  llio  Grande.  Not  that  they 
had  a  title,  but  that  they  made  a  paper  title  for 
themselves.  And  what  next.'  The  Piesidcnl  in  that 
message  told  ihoin  that  Texas  was  a  revolutionary 
government,  and  that  its  rights  extended  ns  far  as 
that  revolution  extended.     Well,  that  was  a  cor- 
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rect  principle  of  the  law  of  nations.  The  bound- 
aries of  Texas  were  those  which  by  force  she  had 
acquired,  and  in  point  of  fact  maintained  for  her- 
self. The  President  in  that  message  informed  Con- 
gress that  in  point  of  fact  tiie  State  of  Texas  never 
had  possession  of  the  territory  of  New  Mexico  on 
the  east  side  of  the  Rio  Grande.  If  he  had  said 
so,  he  might  as  well  have  asserted  that  the  city  of 
Washington  was  in  Europe.  Why,  the  capital  of 
New  Mexico  had  been  so  for  two  hundred  years, 
as  much  so  as  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  Bal- 
timore, were  American  cities.  It  had  forever  been 
the  capital  of  New  Mexico,  and  it  had  never  been 
in  the  possession  of  Texas.  But  the  President  of 
the  United  States  informed  Congress  of  this  act  of 
Texas,  setting  up  this  paper  title,  which,  the  Pres- 
ident to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,  he  would 
undertake  to  say,  and  every  lawyer  would  also 
undertake  to  say,  was  not  even  a  respectable  pre- 
tence of  a  title,  unaccompanied  by  possession.  It 
•was  not  in  her  possession.  The  jurisdiction  was 
in  New  Mexico  de  facto;  and  therefore  the  paper 
title  of  Texas  had  no  more  validity,  accordijig  to 
the  laws  of  nations,  than  if  we  should  this  day 
pass  an  act  setting  forth  that  the  Saint  Croix,  from 
its  mouth  to  its  source,  was  the  boundary  of  the 
United  Stales.  The  character  of  this  title  was  the 
same  as  that  set  up  by  Texas.  But  the  President 
said  it  was  a  claim.  He  (Mr.  V.)  said  it  was  not 
a  respectable  pretence.  The  President  said  it  was 
a  claim  to  jiart  of  New  Mexico,  while  it  was  a 
part  of  the  Mexican  Republic. 

And  he  further  informed  them  that  when  the 
title  to  this  territory  of  New  Mexico  shall  have 
passed  to  the  United  States,  ot  since  it  had  passed 
to  the  United  States,  that  it  became  a  question  to 
be  settled  between  the  United  States  and  Texas 
where  the  boundary  between  them  existed.  That, 
he  admitted,  was  correct.  It  was  true,  that  since  the 
settlement  of  this  title,  it  had  become  a  question 
as  to  the  claim  of  Texas  to  part  of  New  Mexico 
between  the  State  of  Texas  and  the  United  States. 
It  was  a  question  which  was  transferred  from 
Mexico,  the  United  States  standing  in  the  shoes 
of  Mexico,  and  the  controversy  was  now  between 
the  United  States  on  the  one  side,  and  the  State  of 
Texas  on  the  other.  And  yet,  instead  of  sending 
a  message  to  this  House  and  informing  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  that  such  was  the  state 
of  things,  and  submitting  it  to  Congress  to  decide 
the  question  of  boundary  between  this  Govern- 
ment and  the  State  of  Texas  according  to  its  good 
pleasure,  and  on  the  principles  of  right  and  justice, 
he  undertook  to  settle  this  question  for  himself. 
Now,  it  was  a  question  between  the  United  States 
and  the  State  of  Texas  that  did  not  belong  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  It  was  a  question 
that  must  be  settled  either  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  by  an  agreement  with  the  State  of 
Texas,  or  by  the  Judiciary  of  the  country.  But, 
instead  of  that,  what  had  the  President  done,  and 
what  did  he  say  ?  He  wrote  a  letter,  as  he  now 
informed  Congress  for  the  first  time,  to  the  author- 
ities of  the  State  of  Texas,  and  he  tells  them  that 
whenever  Mexico  should  have  ceded  that  country 
to  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  paper  title 
which  she  has  manufactured  for  herself,  Texas 
would  be  the  owner  of  that  country  from  the  mouth 
to  the  source  of  the  Rio  Grande.  And  if  there  be 
any  truth  in  the  estimate  which  the  President  had 
put  on  the  territory  acquired,  they  might  safely 
estimate  that  east  of  the  Rio  Grande  as  worth 
sixty  or  seventy  millions  of  dollars. 

The  President  undertook  to  tell  the  country  that 
the  territory  acquired  beyond  the  Rio  Grande  was 
worth  more  than  the  expenses  of  the  war.  Those 
expenses  would  exceed  one  hundred  millions,  and 
might  be  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of  dollars; 
and  the  President,  who  was  the  representative  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States  whose  land  this 
was,  undertook, on  his  own  authority,  without  con- 
sulting Congress,  to  surrender  property  which  be- 
longed to  the  United  States  to  the  value  of  sixty 
or  seventy  millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  desired  distinctly 
to  understand  the  position  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio.  He  desired  to  know  if  the  gentleman  as- 
sumed that  Congress  could  settle  the  boundaries 
of  Texas,  in  the  face  of  the  annexing  resolutions, 
which  provided  that — 

"  Firjit.  Said  StiUe  to  be  formed,  subject  to  the  adjust- 
mein  by  lliis  Goviinmn  iit  of  all  iiURstiona  of  boundary  ihat 
may  arise  with  otiicr  Governments." 

Mr.  VINTON  knew  that  New  Mexico  was  no 


longer  a  part  of  the  Mexican  Republic.  It  was 
either  territory  of  the  United  States  or  part  of  the 
State  of  Texas;  but  what  he  was  saying  was,  that 
this  question  of  boundary  was  one  about  which 
the  President  of  the  United  States  had  no  right  to 
communicate  a  message  of  that  sort;  much  less  had 
he  any  right,  before  asking  the  opinion  of  Congress, 
to  undertake  to  tell  the  public  authorities  of  Texas 
that  that  country  was  theirs,  in  derogation  of  the 
rights  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  desired  still  to  have  this  thing 
perfectly  understood.  Did  he  understand  the  gen- 
tleman to  say  that  this  Government  could  interfere 
to  settle  the  question  of  boundary,  unless  a  question 
of  boundary  arose  betweenherand  some  other  Gov- 
ernment.' 

Mr.  VINTON  undertook  to  say,  that  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  had  looked  at  the  facts  of 
the  case,  he  would  not  have  found  it  necessary  to 
ask  that  question.  He  undertook  to  say,  that  if 
there  was  any  claim  on  the  part  of  Texas  to  that 
country,  it  was  a  question  to  be  settled  between 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Texas,  and  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  had  nothing  to 
do  with  it.  It  was  a  question  to  be  settled,  and 
by  one  of  two  modes — by  the  common  consent  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  with  the  State  of 
Texas,  and,  if  they  could  not  agree,  then  by  the 
judiciary  of  the  country;  but  the  Executive  power 
had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  then,  not 
only  undertook  to  settle  the  question  of  boundary, 
but  he  did  more,  for  he  surrendered,  without  deign- 
ing to  consult  Congress,  that  to  which  the  United 
States  had  an  incontrovertible  claim  to  the  amount 
of  sixty  or  seventy  millions  of  dollars.  The  Pres- 
ident, who  had  no  right  to  interfere  in  such  a  mat- 
ter, was  about  to  surrender  up  this  territory  to 
Texas,  and  before  this  message  would  be  disposed 
of,  he  (Mr.  V.)  wished  to  see  another  resolution 
passed  to  inquire  from  the  President  if  that  was  a 
correct  deduction,  and  if  he  was  really  undertaking 
to  surrender  that  territory  to  Texas.  The  Presi- 
dent had  set  up  a  Government  there.  He  was  in 
possession  of  the  country,  and  if  that  possession 
was  to  be  maintained,  lie  (iVlr.  V.)  desired  to  know 
if  the  President  was  going  to  maintain  it  until  the 
question  was  settled  between  the  United  States  and 
the  State  of  Texas;  or  was  the  President  going 
against  the  United  States,  to  make  himself  a  party, 
and  surrender  it  up  himself  into  the  hands  of  the 
State  of  Texas  ^  Fie  desired  that  this  House  should 
call  on  the  President  to  know  what  he  is  going  to 
do.  If  that  country  be  in  fact  a  part  of  Texas 
from  the  moment  that  he  expelled  the  Mexicans 
from  New  Mexico  or  conquered  that  country,  to 
use  his  own  language,  instead  of  setting  up  a  gov- 
ernment himself  there,  and  usurping  the  powers 
of  Government,  it  was  his  plain  and  obvious  duty 
then,  and  not  now,  to  give  it  up  to  Texas. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Kentucky,  made  some  re- 
mark which  did  not  reach  the  reporter's  desk. 

Mr.  VINTON  would  stale  what  he  had  said. 
He  had  said  if  there  was  any  reliance  to  be  placed 
on  the  estimates  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  respecting  the  country  west  of  the  Rio 
Grande,  that  we  might  put  down  that  east  of  the 
Rio  Grande  as  worth  sixty  or  seventy  millions  of 
dollars. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  desired  to  put  a  question 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  Did  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  understand  that  the  President  undertook 
to  determine  the  boundary?  That  was  the  hy- 
pothesis on  which  the  gentleman's  argument  was 
based. 

Mr.  VINTON  understood  the  President  to  say 
this:  that  the  boundary  of  Texas  extended  from 
the  mouth  to  the  source  of  the  Rio  Grande. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  understood  the  President 
to  say  the  reverse — that  it  belonged  to  Congress 
and  the  Slate  of  Texas  to  settle. 

Mr.  VINTON  asked  that  that  part  of  the  mes- 
sage might  be  again  read. 

Mr.  JAMESON  would  suggest  that  it  would  be 
much  better  to  have  the  message  printed. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  passage  referred  to,  as 
follows: 

"  By  the  cession  of  the  whole  of  New  Mexico  on  both 
sides  of  tlic  Rio  GraRde  to  the  United  States,  the  question 
of  disputed  boundary,  so  far  as  Mexico  is  concerned,  lias 
been  settled:  leaving  the  question  us  to  the  true  limits  of 
'I'cxas,  in  New  Mexico,  to  be  adjusted  between  tliat  State 
and  the  United  .Slates.  Under  the  eiieumstances  existing 
during  the  pendency  of  the  war,  ami  while  the  whole  of 
NewiVIexico,  as  claimed  by  our  enemy,  was  in  onr  military 
occupation,  I  was  not  unmindful  of  tile  rights  of  Texas  lo 


that  portion  of  it  which  she  claimed  to  be  within  her  limits. 
In  answer  to  a  letter  from  the  Governor  of  Texas,  dated  on 
the  4th  of  January,  1847,  the  Secretary  of  State,  by  my  di- 
rection, informed  him,  in  a  letter  of  the  12th  of  February, 
1847,  that  in  the  President's  annual  message  of  December, 
1846, '  You  have  already  perceived  that  New  Mexico  is  at 
'  present  in  the  temporary  occupation  of  the  troops  of  the 
'  United  Slates,  and  the  government  over  it  is  mihiary  in  its 
'  character.  It  is  merely  such  a  government  as  must  evist 
'  under  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  war,  to  preserve  order  and 
'  protect  the  rights  of  the  irihabitrints,  and  will  cease  on  the 
'conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  peace  witli  Mexico.  Nothing, 
'  therefore,  can  be  more  certain  than  that  this  temporary 
'  Government,  resulting  from  necessity,  can  never  injuriously 
'  affect  the  right  which  the  President  believes  to  be  justly  as- 
'  serted  by  Texas  to  the  whole  territory  on  this  side  of  the 
'  Rio  Grande,  whenever  the  Mexican  claim  to  it  shall  have 
'  been  extinguished  by  treaty.  But  this  is  a  subject  which 
'  more  properly  belongs  to  the  Legislative  than  the  Executive 
'  branch  of  the  Government.'  " 

Mr.  VINTON.  Yes,  that  was  as  he  under- 
stood it.  The  President,  who  represented  the 
rights,  the  property,  and  the  interests  of  the  Uni- 
ted Slates,  undertook  to  tell  them  voluntarily, 
without  the  authority  of  this  House,  his  opinion 
that  whenever  the  United  States  should  acquire 
this  territory  in  New  Mexico,  their  right  would 
operate  from  the  mouth  to  the  source  of  the  Rio 
Grande. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND.  But  he  says  it  is  a 
question  to  be  settled  by  Congress  rather  than  the 
Executive. 

Mr.  VINTON.  True,  he  says  so;  but  why  did 
he  undertake  to  establish  the  title  of  Texas?  Why 
did  not  the  President,  in  his  mes.sage  received  here 
some  time  since,  inform  Congress  of  this  state  of 
things,  when  he  spoke  of  our  conquests  secured  by 
the  treaty  of  peace  on  the  Rio  Grande.  He  (Mr. 
V.)  hoped  the  President  would  be  called  upon  to 
communicate  the  facts  in  this  case.  The  President 
had  no  right  to  surrender  that  territory,  without 
telling  Congress  that  a  tille  was  set  up  to  it,  and 
that  Texas  had  a  claim  to  New  Mexico,  or  to  that 
part  of  it  on  the  east  side  of  the  Rio  Grande.  But 
so  far  from  that,  here  was  a  paper  which  would  go 
to  the  world  as  a  public  document,  by  which  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  who  represented 
the  rights  and  interests  and  property  of  the  United 
States,  showed,  that  while  we  had  acquired  that 
which  lay  west  of  the  Rio  Grande,  we  had  no  part 
east  of  the  Rio  Grande.  The  President,  in  send- 
ing that  letter  to  Texas  without  authority  of  Con- 
gress, to  interpose  respecting  the  question  of  bound- 
ary between  the  State  of  Texas  and  the  territory 
of  the  United  States,  had  assumed  to  do  that  which 
did  not  belong  to  him.  The  President  had  no  right 
to  give  such  an  opinion  to  Texas.  He  had  no  right 
thus  to  injure  the  title  of  the  United  States.  But  it 
was  all  of  a  piece  with  h  is  other  acts ;  and  he  repeated , 
that  if  we  had  a  title  only  to  the  territory  lying  west 
of  the  Rio  Grande,  the  President  had  no  right  to 
set  up  a  military  government  at  the  capital  of  New 
Mexico,  if  that  did,  indeed,  as  the  President  now 
assumes,  belong  to  Texas.  If  that  were  so,  he  had 
no  more  right  to  set  up  a  military  government  there 
than  he  would  have  lo  do  so  in  Massachusetts  or 
Ohio.  Suppose  the  British  were  again  in  the  coun- 
try watered  by  the  Miami,  and  that  they  were  ex- 
pelled, as  they  were  by  General  Harrison:  would 
the  President  have  a  right  to  set  up  a  military  gov- 
ernment there?  When  an  enemy  was  expelled 
from  their  own  country,  it  was  absurd  to  suppose 
it  was  necessary  to  set  up  a  military  government 
there.  If  that  portion  of  the  territory  from  the 
mouth  to  the  source  of  the  Rio  Grande  did  belong 
to  Texas,  then  it  was  a  perversion  of  tenns  to  say 
that  it  was  a  military  government  which  they  es- 
tablished there.  If  it  was  not  Mexican  territory, 
it  was  an  expulsion  of  an  enemy  of  the  country 
from  our  territory,  and  the  President  had  not  got 
himself  out  of  the  difficulty.  He  bad  not  relieved 
himself  from  the  charge  of  usurpation. 

He  hoped  the  whole  truth  would  come  out.  Let 
all  the  facts  be  stated.  The  title  oC  Texas  was  a 
paper  tille:  she  never  had  a  foothold  there  or  a 
title  de  facto.  When  we  entered  into  the  war,  Mex- 
ico was  in  possession.  We  expelled  her,  and  look 
the  country  by  conquest,  and  as  a  |iart  of  the  Re- 
public of  Mexico,  the  President  was  authorized  by 
the  laws  of  war  to  preserve  the  public  peace  there, 
and  to  keep  order.  But  at  the  very  lime  the  Pres- 
ident was  setting  up  this  military  government  there, 
he  was  telling  l^exas  that  when  he  should  conquer 
the  country,  her  title  would  extend  from  the  mouth 
to  the  source  of  the  Rio  Grande.  He  was,  there- 
fore, by  his  own  admission,  setting  up  a  military 
government  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  of 
Texas. 
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He  liad  now  said  all  he  desired.  He  wanted  to 
brin°-  the  attention  of  the  House  and  of  the  coun- 
try to  this  statement  of  the  President,  satisfied  as 
lie  was  that  the  title  of  Texas  was  nothing  more 
than  a  paper  declaration. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  next  addressed 
the  House.  He  maintained  that  the  President's 
message  of  to-day  deserved  more  examination  than 
any  public  document  which  for  some  time  had 
been  laid  before  the  House.  It  was  in  many  re- 
spects a  dangerous  and  disreputable  document — 
as  much  so  as  any  message  which  had  come  from 
a  President  of  the  United  Slates.  He  said  this  in 
no  spirit  of  ho.stility,  or  with  a  desire  to  attack  the 
President  of  the  United  States;  he  spoke  not  in  the 
spirit  of  faction  or  of  party,  but  as  an  American 
citizen  and  as  a  representative  of  the  people. 

He  proceeded  to  read  extracts  from  the  message 
of  the  President  to  show  the  positions  to  whicli  lie 
took  exceptions,  and  commented  Ufion  them  at 
length ;  denying  that  the  President  of  tliis  Republic 
had  the  powers  of  a  conquering  monarch  over  the 
territory  which  our  army  subdued — to  abrogate  law 
and  set  up  civil  governments  of  his  own — much 
less  could  he  concur  with  the  President,  that  after 
having  established  governments  for  the  people  of 
the  conquered  country,  and  peace  had  been  secured, 
those  countries  were  left  in  a  state  of  anarchy,  &c. 
[See  Appendix  for  speeches  in  full.]  When  Mr. 
D.  concluded — 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  obtained  the  floor,  but  asked 
for  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennes.-see,  said,  if  the  gen- 
tleman was  not  prepared  to  go  on  now,  there  were 
others  who  were. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  inquired  whether,  if  the 
House  should  now  adjourn,  this  would  be  the  first 
business  to-morrow  ? 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  would  come  up  with 
the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table,  but  there  was 
another  subject  which  preceded  it  in  order. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  proposed  that  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  this  message  be  postponed  to 
a  day  certain,  anil  that  in  the  mean  while  the  mes- 
sage and  documents  be  printed. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  suggested  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  suggested  Wednesday. 

Mr.  COBB  proposed  that  the  order  to  print  in- 
clude the  previous  message,  (with  the  treaty.) 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  that  both  be  made  the 
special  order  for  Thursday  next,  and  that  both 
messages  and  documents  be  printed. 

Mr.  CALEB  B.  SMITH  objected;  but  after 
some  conversation,  was  understood  to  assent,  and 
the  motion  was  agieed  to. 

So  the  Executive  messages  in  relation  to  the  new 
Territories  are  made  the  special  order  for  Thurs- 
day next. 

Mr.  VINTON  asked  that  he  might  move  a  res- 
olution making  the  army  appropriation  bill  the 
special  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  C.  B.  S.MITPI  objected. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  that 
he  might  offer  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  said  the  object  of  the 
resolution  was  only  to  stave  off  the  Oregon  bill ;  and 
if  it  was  not  taken  up  now,  it  would  not  be  reached 
this  ses.sion.     He  therefore  moved  to  adjourn. 

After  some  conversation  and  confusion,  the 
Hou.se  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  suggested  that  Mr.  Vin- 
ton should  include  the  Oregon  bill  in  his  resolu- 
tion.    This  would  end  all  difficulty. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  there  lay  the  trouble  in  the 
matter.  If  the  Oregon  bill  came  up,  it  might  con- 
sume the  residue  of  the  session. 

Mr.  C.  B.  SMITH  said  it  could  be  disposed  of 
in  one  day;  and  if  it  was  not  taken  up  now,  it  was 
lost  for  this  session. 

Mr.  Vinton's  motion  was  rejected:  Yeas  84, 
nays  60,  two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the  bill  for 
the  Florida,  Alabama,  and  Georgia  railroad,  be 
takf-n  out  of  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  and  now  acted  on. 

Objection  being  made,  he  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules;  but  pending  that  motion — 

The  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
MoNBAY,  July  24,  1848. 
Tlie  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  communication   from  the  Treasury  Department, 


made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  calling  for 
the  number  of  officers  now  employed  in  the  cus- 
tom-house of  Baltimore,  and  the  number  in  1845; 
which  was  laid  on  tlie  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland, 
Resolved,  That  the  Presiilent  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  to  tlie  Senate  the  proceedings  of  the  two 
Courts  of  Inquiiy  in  tlie  case  of  Major  General  fillovv — the 
one  coninieneed  and  tenninaled  iu  iVlexico,  luid  the  other 
coiniiienced  in  Mexico  and  terminated  in  the  United  Slates. 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
service  of  the  United  States,  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

TERRITORIAL  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CLAYTON,  the  Senate  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
Territorial  Governments  in  Oregon,  California,  and 
New  Mexico. 

Mr.  CLARKE  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  gave 
way  for  a  moment,  and 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the  fifth 
section,  by  striking  out  the  words  "free  white," 
so  as  it  shall  read,  "that  every  male  inhabitant 
above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,"  &c. 

Mr.  CLARKE  stated  that  he  regretted  that  he 
had  been  appointed  a  member  of  tlie  committee, 
because  the  condition  of  his  health,  and  other  cir- 
cumstances, rendered  it  peculiarly  inconvenient  lor 
him  to  attend.  But  while  he  was  out  of  the  Senate 
Chamber  he  was  elected  a  member,  and  lie  was 
subsequently  induced  by  his  friends  to  forego  his 
intention  to  ask  to  be  excused.  His  health  would 
not  now  permit  him  to  address  the  Senate  at  any 
length,  even  if  he  could  be  assured  of  the  propriety 
of  taking  up  the  time  of  this  body,  whicli  he  was 
not.  He  stated  that  the  bill  now  reported  received 
the  sanction  of  six  out  of  the  eight  members  of  the 
committee,  two  of  the  members  (of  whom  he  was 
one)  objecting  to  it.  His  views,  and  the  views  of 
his  State,  (Rhode  Island,)  were  decidedly  against 
the  introduction  of  slavery  into  a  free  State,  and 
against  the  extension  of  slavery  to  any  territory 
which  we  may  have  acquired  by  conquest.  He 
intended  to  move  again  in  the  Senate  the  amend- 
ment which  he  had  unsuccessfully  proposed  in 
committee.  As  far  as  he  understood  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  it  was  that  the  Territory  of  Ore- 
gon was  in  every  sense  a  free  Territory.  On  look- 
ing oyer  the  bill,  he  found  that  this  principle  did 
not  seem  to  be  sufficiently  carried  out  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  bill.  He  stated  that  it  was  his  in- 
tention to  move  an  amendment  to  the  sixth  section 
of  the  bill;  the  closing  paragraph  is:  "  All  the  laws 
passed  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and 
if  disapproved,  shall  be  null  and  of  no  effect."  To 
this  he  moved  to  add  a  proviso,  that  no  law  on 
the  subject  of  slavery  shall  be  in  force  until  it  shall 
have  received  the  approval  of  Congress. 

The  adoption  of  this  proviso  would  satisfy  his 
mind  that  slavery  would  never  be  permitted  to 
exist  in  the  Territory  of  Oregon.  He  thought  that 
by  the  adoption  of  this  proviso,  the  bill  would  be 
rendered  acceptable  to  all  parts  of  the  Union. 
Some  doubts  having  existed  as  to  the  fact  whether 
slavery  existed  in  Mexico  at  the  time  when  the 
Territories  of  California  and  New  Mexico  came 
into  our  possession,  he  had  found  a  decree  pub- 
lished by  President  Herrera,  in  which  he  declares 
that  slavery  is  abolished  in  Mexico,  and  all  who 
were  then  slaves  should  become  free,  which  he 
sent  to  the  Secretary  to  be  read,  as  also  a  subse- 
quent act  confirming  the  decree.  This  fact  he  pro- 
posed to  imbody  in  an  amendment  which  he  would 
submit  to  the  26th  section  of  the  bill.  It  was  urged 
in  committee,  that  on  the  Territories  of  California 
and  New  Mexico  coming  into  the  possession  of 
the  United  States,  every  owner  of  a  slave  would 
have  a  right  to  bring  his  property  into  the  Terri- 
tories. To  this  it  was  objected,  that  this  being  a 
constitutional  question,  it  should  be  referred  to  the 
supreme  court  of  the  Territory,  with  an  a[)peal  lo 
the  Sujireme  Court  of  the  United  States.  To  this 
effect  lie  also  proposed  to  submit  an  amendment 
in  the  24tli  section  of  the  bill.  He  then  referred 
to  the  importance  of  this  measure  at  a  moment 
wiieii  the  public  opinion  throughout  the  Union  was 
so  violently  agilaled  on  the  iiuestion  of  slavery. 
The  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island 
reijuired  of  him  to  vote  against  the  introduction  of 
slavery  into  any  free  State.  As  the  bill  was  now 
constructed,  he  could  not  give  his  assent  to  it.  Ue 


had  reserved  the  right  in  committee  to  move  an 
amendment  to  the  bill.  And  he  asked  that  what 
passed  on  the  occasion  might  be  read  from  the 
journal  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  produced  a  paper  which  he  said 
the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  had  handed  to  him 
after  the  bill  had  been  reported.  He  did  not  un- 
dersiand  that  the  Senator  had  objected  to  the  report 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  thought  the  production  of  pa- 
pers which  related  to  the  proceedings  of  the  com- 
mittee might  be  productive  of  great  embarrassment 
hereafter,  if  it  should  now  be  permitted. 

Mr.  FOOTE  thought  the  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island  ought  to  be  permitted  to  have  the  paper 
produced  and  read. 

Mr.  CLARKE  did  not  press  his  request;  and 
contented  himself  with  making  some  explanations 
as  to  what  took  place.  He  was  desirous  to  place 
himself  in  a  correct  position  before  his  own  State 
and  the  country.  If  his  amendments  wei'e  adopted, 
he  thought  it  would  remove  the  objections  to  the 
bill  in  one  section  of  the  country, and,  as  far  as  he 
could  see>could  not  be  olijectionable  to  another. 

Mr.  MILLER  rose  to  state  his  objections  to  the 
bill:  he  objected  to  this  triple  alliance  of  two  new 
Territories,  scarcely  a  month  old,  with  the  Terri- 
tory of  Oregon.  Oregon  is  a  native-born  Territory, 
and  why  was  she  to  find  herself,  at  her  outset^ 
brought  into  such  a  connection  .'  He  understood 
the  character  of  the  people  of  Oregon,  who  were 
mostly  emigrants  from  our  own  States;  but  he  did 
not  understand  the  character  of  the  people  of  Cali- 
fornia and  New  Mexico.  He  was  prepared  to  give 
his  assent  to  a  government  for  the  former,  but  he 
was  not  now  prepared  to  give  a  government  to  the 
others.  He  desired  more  information  on  the  sub- 
ject, before  he  could  consider  himself  prepared  to 
give  his  vote.  There  was  a  sort  of  understanding 
that  Texas  and  Oregon  should  be  admitted  to- 
gether— Oregon  as  a  free,  Texas  as  a  slave.  State. 
Texas  was  admitted,  and  Oregon  was  kept  knock- 
ing at  our  doors  until  arrangements  could  be  ma- 
tured for  admitting  her  on  the  same  footing.  He 
then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  itself, 
which  had  been  reported  as  a  compromise.  He 
showed  the  reasons  which  convinced  his  mind  that 
it  was,  in  fact,  no  such  compromise  as  had  been 
expected.  He  referred  to  the  debate  which  had 
already  taken  place,  on  the  power  of  Congress  to 
abolish  slavery,  in  which  it  was  strenuously  denied 
by  the  Senators  from  the  southern  States;  yet,  in 
this  bill  there  was  an  assumption  of  the  power,  in 
the  clause  prohibiting  the  passage  of  any  law  which 
abolishes  slavery.  Believing  in  this  jiower,  he  was 
not  opposed  to  its  exercise;  but  he  was  opposed  to 
its  admission  for  the  benefit  of  one  part  of  the 
Union,  and  not  of  the  other:  it  was  all  on  one  side. 
He  had  prepared  an  amendment  providing  that  the 
laws  now  in  existence  in  the  Territories  shall  con- 
tinue in  force.  As  to  the  inhibition  of  the  Terri- 
torial Legislatures  in  Mexico  to  pass  any  laws 
respecting  slavery,  what  did  it  mean  but  a  prohibi- 
tion of  the  passing  of  any  laws  abolishing  slavery.' 
Slavery  will,  of  course,  go  to  California  and  New 
Mexico,  as  there  is  no  law  there  to  prevent  it.  If 
a  person  takes  his  slave  there,  and  his  property  is 
taken,  and  he  ap|ieals  to  the  Supreme  Court,  the 
court  will  probably  decide,  that  as  Congress  has 
passed  no  law  prohibiting  slavery  there,  slavery 
may  exist  there.  And  while  the  question  remains 
undecided,  the  slave  will  stand  on  the  same  footing 
with  his  master — under  the  protection  of  the  Con- 
stitution— and  strife  and  bloodshed  may  ensue.  He 
alluded  to  the  difficulty  which  would  stand  in  the 
way  of  any  slave  who  desired  to  bring  his  case,  by 
a  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  before  a  judicial  tribunal 
for  decision:  he  illustrated  this  by  the  case  of  the 
agent  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  who  was  sent 
to  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of 
testing  the  constitutionality  of  the  law  where  he 
could  have  no  lawyer  to  aid  him,  and  was  himself 
imprisoned,  and  then  compelled  to  leave  the  State. 

Mr.  BREESE.  If  the  Senator  of  New  Jer- 
sey will  allow  me,  I  will  ask  him  if  the  question  of 
servitude  could  not  be  brought  before  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  Uniteil  States,  very  readily,  bv  an 
action,by  the  slave,  of  assault  and  battery  and  false 
iriipri.sonment.  In  the  Slate  which  he  (Mr.  B.) 
had  the  honor  in  part  to  represent,  the  question  of 
freedom  or  slavery  could  not  be  tried  on  the  return 
to  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  If  the  party  holding 
the  petitioner  for  the  writ,  returned  upon  it  that 
he  was  held  as  a  slave,  the  question  cannot  be  tried 
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by  the  judge,  but  the  party  is  driven  to  his  suit  at 
law  to  try  his  right  to  freedom.  Such  a  suit  would 
brin^  up  tiie  question  fairly  and  without  the  inter- 
vention of  a  jury.  The  person  claimed  as  a  slave 
brings  his  action,  and  there  never  has  been  found 
any  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  aid  of  counsel,  even 
in  slave  States,  for  such  purpose.  The  master 
pleads  to  the  action,  that  true  it  is  he  holds  the 
plaintiff  in  his  custody,  as  he  has  a  right  to  do,  for 
he  is  his  slave.  The  slave  replies,  setting  forth  the 
fact  that  California,  on  its  cession  to  the  United 
States,  was  free;  that  slavery  did  not  exist  there, 
and  that  it  is  not  recognized  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  or  any  act  of  Congress;  and  that 
by  virtue  of  that  Constitution  he  is  free.  The  de- 
fendant demurs,  and  the  question  of  law  arising 
thereon  is  decided  by  the  court,  and  if  the  decision 
be  against  the  slave,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  have  jurisdiction  under  the  25th  sec- 
tion of  the  Judiciary  act  of  1789,  because  a  decision 
has  been  pronounced  against  a  right  claimed  under 
the  Constitution.  If  the  Senator  will  look  to  the 
case  of  Menard  vs.  Aspasia,  in  5th  Peters'  Rep.,  he 
will  find  such  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  He  would  further  say  to  the  Senator,  that 
in  all  his  observation  and  experience  incases  of 
this  sort,  and  they  have  not  been  inconsiderable, 
he  has  discovered  that  the  courts  of  the  slave  States 
have  been  more  liberal  in  their  adjudications  upon 
the  question  of  slavery  than  the  courts  of  some  of 
the  free  States.  The  courts  of  one  of  them  (Illi- 
nois) had  uniformly  decided  cases  against  the  right 
of  freedom  claimed  by  persons  held  in  bondage 
under  a  modified  form  of  servitude,  recognized  by 
its  old  constitution.  In  precisely  similar  cases, 
the  courts  of  Kentucky  and  Missouri,  to  which 
States  such  persons  had  been  taken,  decided  in 
favorof  the  right  to  freedom.  And  it  is  a  remark- 
able fact,  that  in  all  cases  in  those  States,  and  he 
believed  in  other  slave  States,  where  there  was  any 
doubt  about  the  right  to  hold  the  person  in  slavery, 
the  decision  has  been  invariably  against  the  right. 

Mr.  MILLER  resumed,  stating  that  in  different 
States  in  the  Union  public  opinion  operated 
strongly  to  bias  the  course  of  law.  But  lie  pro- 
tested against  legislating  for  California  and  New 
Mexico  in  such  a  loose  manner  as  to  leave  open  a 
fieldfor  perpetual  strife  between  the  master  and 
the  slave,  or  between  the  slave-owner  and  any 
philanthropic  individual  who  may  journey  into 
these  distant  regions  for  the  purpose  of  instructing 
the  slave  in  his  own  rights.  This  question  was  a 
political  one.  The  South  regarded  it  as  such,  con- 
tending that  this  question  must  be  settled,  or  the 
Union  would  be  dissolved.  He  denied  that  even 
a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  would  satisfy  the 
party  against  whose  wishes  it  militated.  The  de- 
cision of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  the  case  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  was  not  satisfactory  to  the 
opposite  parly;  and  no  better  result  could  be  anti- 
cipated in  this  case. 

He  was  willing  to  vote  for  a  bill  which  pro- 
hibited slavery  in  any  Territory  which  was  free 
at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  bill.  If  slavery 
existed  in  a  Territory  at  the  time  of  its  acquisition 
by  the  United  States,  he  would  leave  it  to  the  peo- 
ple to  determine  whether  it  should  continue.  He 
would  not  vote  for  its  abolition  there.  He  had  not 
voted  against  the  continuance  of  slavery  when 
Texas  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  because  it 
had  previously  been  in  existence  there.  For  whose 
benefit  should  we  now  extend  slavery  in  Califor- 
nia and  New  Mexico,  where  it  has  already  been 
abolished?  Great  Britain  had  introduced  slavery 
in  this  country,  and  what  was  the  general  tone  of 
public  opinion  on  this  subject?  Was  it  not  termed 
a  curse  which  had  been  entailed  on  us  by  Great 
Britain?  And  shall  we  extend  this  curse  to  the 
Territories  over  which  we  extend  our  protec- 
tion ? 

The  South  asserted  that  it  had  a  greater  interest 
in  the  question  than  the  North.  Tliis  he  denied. 
He  denied  that  the  South  had  any  exclusive  privi- 
lege to  carry  lier  slaves  to  the  Territories  for  sale. 
The  North  had  an  equal  right  to  enjoy  the  profit 
of  such  a  traffic,  and  had  therefore  as  great  an  in- 
terest in  the  question  as  the  South.     Slavery  does 
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not  exist  now  on  the  Pacific,  and  by  his  vote  it 
should  never  be  permitted  there. 

As  to  California  and  New  Mexico,  he  would 
not  charge  the  South  with  having  plunged  the 
country  in  war  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  addi- 
tional slave  territory,  because  the  South  had  been 
opposed  to  the  acquisition  of  this  new  territory. 
But  he  put  it  to  the  South,  whether  this  extension 
of  our  territory  did  not  hold  out  the  strongest 
temptations  to  the  spreading  this  institution  into 
countries  where  it  has  not  heretofore  existed? 

The  proper  way  to  settle  the  question  was  by 
the  legislative  authority.  The  people  would  not 
rebel  against  the  law;  and  he  was  not  disposed  to 
surrender  the  power  of  Congress  over  the  subject. 

Mr.  PHELPS  rose  and  vindicated  his  own 
course,  as  he  judged  from  present  appearances  that 
he  was  the  only  representative  of  the  opinion  he 
entertained  from  the  entire  North.  This  was  not 
a  pleasant  situation.  He  accepted  the  position  he 
occupied  with  great  reluctance.  But  when  he  went 
into  it,  he  did  not  go  there  as  the  mere  represent- 
ative of  one  State,  but  for  the  purpose  of  concilia- 
ting and  harmonizing  the  Union.  He  had  not 
anticipated  the  severe,  unreasonable  opposition  he 
had  encountered.  He  had  said  he  could  justify 
himself  to  the  country,  and  he  was  confident  he 
could  vindicate  himself  to  his  immediate  constitu- 
ents. He  was  not  to  be  driven  out  of  the  Senate 
by  the  opposition  which  had  risen  up.  His  friend 
from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Baldwin]  had  taken  an 
objection  to  the  bill  on  the  ground  of  what  lawyers 
call  a  special  demurrer,  because  the  committee  had 
pinned  the  three  Territories  together  in  one  bill. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  explained  that  his  was  more 
than  a  technical  objection. 

Mr.  PHELPS  resumed.  The  bill  had  been 
presented  to  the  country  as  an  odious  measure. 
It  had  been  grossly  misrepresented  in  the  news- 
papers, and  he  feared  Senators  had  taken  their 
impressions  more  from  these  paragraphs  than  from 
an  examination  of  the  bill.  The  main  opposition 
came  from  his  own  section  of  country.  If  he 
stood  alone,  he  must  stand  on  his  ovim  legs,  and 
trust  to  his  own  intelligence  for  his  defence.  He 
had,  a  short  time  since,  addressed  the  Senate,  and 
given  his  views  in  a  manner  which  could  not  be 
misunderstood.  He  was  opposed  to  the  extension 
of  slavery  to  any  Territory  which  is  subject  to  our 
legislative  control. 

What  was  the  condition  in  which  California  and 
New  Mexico  have  come  under  our  care?  Slavery 
has  been  abolished  there.  Such  is  the  state  in 
which  we  receive  them.  By  the  laws  of  nations, 
the  laws  of  all  conquered  countries  remain  until 
changed  by  the  conqueror.  If  these  laws  are  to 
be  retained,  there  is  an  express  law  containing  a 
prohibition  of  slavery,  and  this  will  continue  until 
we  shall  change  it.  He  insisted  that  there  was 
nothing  in  the  bill  to  warrant  the  belief  that  it 
could  ever  carry  slavery  into  these  Territories. 
The  Senators  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Hale] 
and  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Hamlin,]  who  had  ad- 
dressed the  Senate,  went  over  precisely  the  same 
ground  which  he  had  traveled.  There  was  no 
difference  between  them;  and  all  that  surprised  him 
was,  that  after  following  the  same  path,  they  had, 
just  at  the  close,  shot  off  entirely  in  a  new  direc- 
tion. He  had  determined  never  to  suffer  himself 
to  yield  to  momentary  impulses,  which  might  mis- 
lead him  as  they  liad  misled  others.  He  would 
rather  follow  the  dictates  of  his  deliberate  judg- 
ment. * 

He  replied  to  the  objections  made  to  the  phrase- 
ology that  the  laws  of  Oregon  shall  continue  in 
force  until  modified,  altered,  or  rejected,  contend- 
ing that  there  was  nothing  in  this  clause  to  excite 
alarm.  It  was  to  be  expected  that  the  new  legis- 
lature would  reenact  the  prohibition  of  slavery,  if 
they  made  any  new  law;  and  if  not,  the  present 
law  would  remain  in  force.  He  believed,  from  the 
spirit  he  had  witnessed  in  the  committee,  that  the 
South  would  make  no  objection  to  the  continuance 
of  this  restriction  in  Oregon.  Why,  then,  should 
the  North  endeavor  to  disturb  this  harmony  of 
sentiment  by  its  criticism  on  the  bill?  The  pro- 
vision contained  in  the  bill  relative  to  the  existing 


laws  in  Oregon,  and  the  power  of  the  legislature  to 
change  or  continue  them,  he  considered  as  being 
an  effectual  prohibition  of  slavery  in  the  Territory', 
without  the  assent  of  Congress.  As  to  the  judicial 
authority,  he  would  only  say  that  the  Constitution 
ought  to  be  expounded  by  those  constitutionally 
appointed  for  that  purpose.  The  President,  who 
was  not  elected  by  his  vote,  he  might  distrust. 
But  as  to  the  Supreme  Court,  whether  they  differed 
from  him  in  political  views  or  not,  he  had  yet  to 
learn  that  they  had,  in  any  single  instance,  forfeit- 
ed the  confidence  of  the  country.  He  could  repose 
in  their  decision  with  entire  submision,  whether  it 
was  for  or  against  him. 

He  said  he  was  well  aware  of  the  effect  which 
this  question  was  intended  to  have  on  the  country. 
It  was  intended  for  political  purposes.  It  was  well 
enough  to  go  into  this  to  a  certain  extent,  but  it 
would  be  dangerous  to  explode  all  at  once.  Pop- 
ular excitement  was  not  to  be  trifled  with.  The 
wheel  of  revolution  was  going  round,  and  we  know 
not  who  is  to  be  the  last  victim.  We  had,  a  short 
time  since,  congratulated  a  foreign  nation  on  its 
success  thus  far  in  throwing  off  an  odious  tyranny. 
An  individual  who  had  spent  his  life  over  his  books 
was  thrown  to  the  head  of  the  Provisional  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  next  turn  of  the  wheel  has  thrown 
him  off  into  disgrace.  There  is  but  one  power  that 
can  control  these  things,  and  that  power  is  not 
human.  We  have  now  a  new  political  church,  a 
sort  of  city  of  refuge,  to  which  political  criminals 
may  resort  for  safety.  But  he  had  no  fear  of  the 
re.'^ult.  He  trusted  to  the  intelligence  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

He  had  thus  expressed  his  views  on  the  subject, 
because  he  considered  himself  as  implicated.  If 
there  was  cowardice  in  the  bill,  he  had  no  fear  on 
the  subject.  He  would  rather  attach  the  term  to 
the  weathercock  of  popular  impulse,  to  him  who 
fears  to  do  a  wise  act,  lest  he  should  offend  some 
transient  caprice.  If  there  were  any  to  whom  re- 
sponsibility should  attach,  it  was  to  those  who 
voted  for  the  annexation  of  Texas,  out  of  which 
grew  the  Mexican  war.  The  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut [Mr.  NiLEs]  had  given  the  casting  vote 
on  the  question  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and 
he  was  responsible  for  all  the  difficulties  which 
had  grown  out  of  it.  That  Senator  had  thrown  the 
most  offensive  epithets  on  this  bill,  and  its  origin- 
ators, and  he  was  bound  to  come  forward  and  aid 
in  a  compromise.  If  (said  Mr.  P.)  my  old  coat 
and  jacket  are  to  be  stuffed  with  straw  and  burnt 
in  effigy,  I  would  prefer  that  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut  should  take  my  position,  and  let  his 
coat  and  jacket  take  the  place  of  mine. 

Mr.  FITZGERALD  followed  in  some  remarks, 
to  show  that  his  vote  on  this  question  ought  not 
to  be  received  as  compromising  General  Cass,  or 
as  prejudicing  his  election.  All  this  had  been  al- 
leged as  likely  to  be  the  effect  of  his  course.  He 
had  seen  General  Cass  since  his  departure  from 
Washington,  but  he  had  never  exchanged  a  word 
with  him  on  this  subject.  He  had  been  left  free 
by  his  friends  to  act  on  his  own  responsibility. 
Although  he  was  a  personal  and  political  friend  of 
General  Cass,  he  would  not  shrink  from  any  re- 
sponsibility he  might  incur.  If  all  which  has  been 
said  against  General  Cass  in  the  newspapers  be  true, 
he  has  sins  enough  of  his  own  to  answer  for,  with- 
out being  responsible  for  his  (Mr.  P.  's)  acts.  He 
voted  against  the  appointment  of  this  committee, 
because  he  was  desirous  that  the  Oregon  bill  should 
be  disposed  of,  as  was  due  to  the  citizens  of  that  Ter- 
ritory. He  was  delighted,  however,  tosee  the  rain- 
bow of  peace  exhibiting  itself,  after  the  clouds  which 
threatened  us.  He  had  strong  objections  to  parts 
of  the  bill;  yet,  if  he  thought  it  would  produce 
harmony  and  peace,  he  would  vote  for  it  although 
it  would  be  his  last  act,  and  he  should  thereafter 
be  plunged  in  disgrace.  But  he  feared,  from  what 
he  had  heard,  that  its  friends  were  doomed  to  dis- 
appointment. There  was  a  political  storm  raging 
in  the  North,  the  effects  of  which  no  one  could 
foresee.  It  threatened .  to  come  upon  us  like  a 
whirlwind,  and  who  can  tell  where  it  may  be 
stayed  ?  He  alone  was  responsible  for  his  own 
acts.  He  would  give  another  reason  why  he  voted 
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a<'aiiist  the  raising  of  the  committee.  He  was  not 
in  very  p:ood  humor  at  that  time,  because  he  had 
heard  imputations  thrown  on  northern  Stales,  and, 
amon"  others,  upon  the  Stale  represented  by  him, 
on  the  subject  of  fugitive  skives.  There  were 
mnny  cases  of  fugitives  wlio  liad  not  been  re- 
claimed. Wlien  lie  lived  in  Indiana,  there  were 
bands  of  thieves — horse-stealers  as  well  as  negro- 
stcalers — roaming  through  that  Slate  and  Ken- 
tucky, but  he  never  thought  of  charging  thc.-^ 
offences  upon  the  States  in  which  they  existed. 
He  did  not  desire  to  be  considered  as  committed 
to  the  support  of  this  bill,  in  its  present  shape. 

Mr.  CORWIN  rose  to  slate  his  objections  to 
the  bill,  to  the  examination  of  which  he  had  de- 
voted liimself  with  a  sincere  desire  to  obtain  a 
complete  and  elementary  knowledge  of  the  bill. 
He  did  not  apprehend  any  of  those  awful  results 
from  this  bill  which  had  been  felt  by  some.  He 
did  not  dread  a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  If  he 
did,  he  should  not  regard  a  seat  on  this  floor  as 
worth  having.  He  did  not  even  apprehend  all 
that  had  been  apprehended  from  that  dreadful 
name,  the  Wilmot  proviso — that  raw-head-and- 
bloody-bones  which  liad  been  so  ofien  invoked  to 
raise  our  fears.  The  paternity  of  that  proviso 
seemed  to  have  been  lost  sight  of.  It  seemed  to 
have  been  forgotten  that  it  was  penned  by  the  same 
liand  which  drew  up  our  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence. It  was  from  the  hand  of  Jefl'erson  himself; 
and  great  was  the  revolution  which  must  have 
taken  place  when  the  new  opinions  we  now  hear 
are  promulgated  around  us.  It  would  be  very 
unpleasant  to  him  to  say  anything  to  wound  the 
feelings  of  those  who  had  so  meritoriously  united 
to  produce  this  bill.  But  lie  could  not  see  that  press- 
ing emergency  for  its  passage,  to  which  every  other 
consideration  must  give  way.  He  did  not  see  why 
Oregon,  which  had  hitherto  taken  care  of  herself, 
could  not  go  on  a  little  longer;  and  he  would  be  will- 
ing to  let  these  foreign  provinces  take  care  of  them- 
selves for  another  twelve-month.  We  had  a  mes- 
sage from  the  President  which  had  rarely  been 
adverted  to.  Persons  had  been  employed  to  ascer- 
tain the  geography  of  the  Mexican  province.s;  and, 
after  all,  they  had  been  obliged  to  apply  to  the 
Executive  to  know  where  they  are.  We  are  told 
that  Texas  claims  to  the  banks  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  in  that  case  she  will  take  some  three-fourilis 
of  the  territory  comprehended  under  the  name  of 
I^ew  Mexico.  It  would  be  well  to  obtain  some 
information  on  this  point  before  we  proceed  to  es- 
tablish a  government  for  this  new  territory. 

He  asserted  his  belief,  that  if  the  Senators  from 
the  South  believed  that,  in  an  appeal  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  cases  under  this  bill,  the  decision 
•would  be  against  them,  they  woidd  never  vote  for 
this  bill.  So  if  the  Senator  from  Vermont  thought 
the  decision  would  be  against  him,  he  would  vote 
against  it.  He  regarded  slavery  as  a  local  institu- 
tion, which  could  not  be  carried  into  any  other 
State,  the  laws  of  which  prohibited  it.  He  would 
not,  if  we  conquered  the  hottest  climate  on  the 
earth,  wliere  the  white  man  could  not  woric — he 
would  not  vote  to  establish  slavery  there,  unless  it 
had  previously  existed  there;  and  in  saying  this, 
he  followed  in  the  track  of  General  Washington, 
•who  entertained  that  opinion  to  the  day  of  his 
death,  and  of  Thomas  Jed'erson. 

He  wished  some  Senator  would  inform  him 
whether  slavery  at  this  moment  exists  in  Mexico, 
and  whether  it  is  hereditary  or  not? 

Mr.  HANNEGAr^J.  Peon  .slavery  exists  now 
in  California.  The  creditor  may  sell  his  debtoras 
a  slave  for  all  lime,  with  all  his  property. 

Mr.  CORWIN  had  heard  the  same  from' other 
Bources,  and  he  therefore  must  believe  it  to  be  so. 
How,  then,  can  a  case  be  made  out  for  the  Su- 
preme Court,  in  which  it  will  not  be  decided  iliat 
slavery  in  some  form  does  not  exist.'  If  a  man 
shall  be  taken  as  a  slave,  because  he  owes  another 
five  dollar.-;,  and  sold  into  perpetual  slavery,  shall 
we  permit  such  a  law  lo  remain  in  force?  You 
have  iiiiide  the  land  red  with  blood  under  the  pre- 
tence that  you  have  gone  thither  to  give  freedom 
to  the  captive.  You  have  shown,  as  he  had  always 
anticijHited,  that  this  was  all  hypocrisy,  and  that 
you  now  desire  to  fasten  the  iron  heel,  not  only 
of  peon  slavery,  but  of  negro  slavery,  upon  them. 
He  protcslcd  against  this  course  of  hypocrisy  and 
murder  and  cruelty,  transcending  in  horror  the 
bloody  code  of  Draco. 

He  stated  that  all  the  leading  men  of  the  State 
of  Virginia— all  that  galaxy  from  which  she  do- 


rived  the  splendor  of  her  high  character — were  op- 
posed to  the  extension  of  slavery;  and  among  these, 
he  instanced  Mr.  Jefferson  as  the  most  prominent. 
He  went  on  to  show,  that  if  there  were  fanatics  in 
the  North,  there  were  also  fanatics  in  the  South; 
and  that  the  latter  were  by  far  the  most  dangerous; 
for,  if  the  former  went  into  the  slavcholding  States 
to  carry  thither  these  principles,  they  were  at  least 
the  principlesof  human  freedom.  The  elTorts  of  the 
southern  fanatics  were  directed  to  the  extension  of 
slavery  over  a  broader  surface  of  territory,  and  its 
introduction  into  lands  which  had  never  before 
been  tainted  by  the  breath  of  a  slave. 

In  reference  to  the  Wilmot  proviso,  he  went  on 
to  show  the  uncertain  position  of  General  Cass, 
and  how  little  credit  could  be  placed  in  him.  Of 
General  Taylor's  opinions  on  the  subject  he  had 
no  particular  information,  but  he  was  willing  to 
trust  him.  Could  he  be  rnade  to  belTeve  thatGen- 
ei'al  Taylor  would  veto  any  bill  embracing  the 
principles  of  that  proviso,  he  certainly  would  not 
vote  for  him;  and  he  would  take  it  on  himself  to 
say,  that  not  one  of  the  free  States  could  be  brought 
to  support  him.  But  as  between  General  Taylor 
and  Mr.  Cass,  there  could  be  no  hesitation  as  to  a 
choice. 

About  six  o'clock  Mr.  Corwin  concluded,  hav- 
ing occupied  the  floor  nearly  three  hours. 

IVIr.  UNDERWOOD  rose  to  speak,  but  there 
were  cries  of"  Adjourn,  adjourn  !"and  "  No,  no; 
dispose  of  the  bill !"  when  Mr.  U.  moved  that  the 
Senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messr?.  Allen,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Bepton, 
Butler,  Clarke,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dayton, 
Dix,  Dod!;;e,  Fetch,  Fitzgerald,  Greene,  Hale,  Hainlin, 
Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of ,  Louisiana,  Mangum, 
Metcalfe,  Miller,  Niles,  Phelps,  Spruance,  Underwood,  Up- 
ham,  Walker,  and  Westcott— 29. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Athertmi,  Berrien,  Borland, 
Bradliuiy,  Breese,  Bright,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Davis  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Dickinson,  Douglas,  Downs,  Foote,  Hannegan, 
Houston,  Johnson  of  Georsjia,  Kinir,  Lewis,  Mason,  Rusk, 
Sebastian,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  and  Yulee — 25. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  Jt//ty  25,  1848. 

The. Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  THOMAS,  by  leave,  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  tlie  petition  of  Jacob 
Houseman.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PECK,  after  making  a  few  pertinent  re- 
marks, asked  leave  to  move  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  pay  the  regiment  of  Vermont  militia 
for  their  services  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburg  in  1812. 
Objected  to. 

iVIr.  VINTON  asked  leave  to  report  back  to  the 
House  from  the  Commiitee  of  Ways  and  Means 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  naval  appro- 
priation bill.     Objected  to. 

Mr.  FULTON',  from  the  Coinmiitee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Hector 
Perkins.     Read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FULTON,  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  consid- 
eration of  the  petition  of  Major  L.  P.  Montgomery; 
and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ECKERT,  from  the  same  cominittee,  re- 
ported bills  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Myers,  and  for 
the  relief  of  Captain  Alexander  McEwen;  which 
bills  were  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  E.  also  made  adverse  reports  on  the  peti- 
tions of  J.  W.  Knipe,  Rczin  Terris,  and  Ethel 
Barlis.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  W.T.  LAWRENCE,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  the  followins:  bills: 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  S.  Cobbs; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Ann  Pollard; 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Canficid  Averill; 

A  iiill  for  the  relief  of  the  children  of  Lewis  A. 
Wolfley; 

Which  bills  were  read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  T.  LAWRENCE,  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
Henry  Powell;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  commiitee,  to  which  it  was 
referred.  Senate  bill  granting  a  pension  lo  John 
Clark.     Committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  T.  LAWRENCE,  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  was  discharged  from  the 


further  consideration  of  the  bill  granting  a  pension 
to  William  Pittman. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and, 
I  being  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  lime  and  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  (or  concurrence. 

Mr.  WILEY,  from  the  same  committee,  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Wm.  Kennedy.  Read  anfl 
committed. 

Mr.  FARRELLY,from  the  Committee  on  Pat- 
ents, to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  David  Wilkinson-,  reported  the  same  back  to 
the  House  without  amendment.     Committed. 

Mr.  MACLAY,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Daniel 
Pettibone.     Read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FARRELLY,  the  Committee 
on  Patents  was  discharged  from  the  consideration 
of  the  petition  of  H.  L.  Thistle.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
•mittee  on  Accoui>ts,  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tian,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  Lieutenant 
Emory,  Lieutenant  Abert,  and  Captain  Johnston,  ordered 
to  jie  printetl  by  l!ie  House,  be  hound  in  muslin  in  a  good 
substantial  manner,  and  lettered,  and  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  be  directed  tocontract  for  binding  the  same;  provided 
the  cost  shall  not  exceed  12^  cents  per  copy. 

Mr.  GREGORY,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution,  which  was  read 
and  agreed  to: 

Rcsolied,  That  the  Qommittee  of  Accounts  audit  and  pay 
the  balance  of  the  unscttltd  claim  of  John  T.  .Sullivan  for 
statiorney  furnished  the  House  ofKepresentatives  in  1S43. 

Mr.  PALFREY,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  the  following  resolution,  which 
-was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  portrait  of  Major  General  the  Baron  de 
Kalb,  presented  by  his  surviving  family,  be  placed  in  the 
Library  of  Congress. 

■Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Rules  of  the  House,  reported  the  following  as  art 
additional  rule  to  the  joint  rules  of  the  two  Houses, 
which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

After  six  days  from  the  commencement  of  a  second  or 
subsequent  session  of  a  Congress,  all  bills,  resolutions,  or 
reports  which  originate  in  either  House,  and  at  the  close  of 
the  next  prercding  si>sion  remained  undetermined  m  either 
House,  shall  hi'  rcsiiriicd  and  acted  on  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  an  adjournment  had  not  taken  place. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  also,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, made  the  following  report: 

That  the  proviso  to  the  34th  rule,  viz  :  '^Provided,  That, 
where  debate  is  closed  by  order  of  the  House,  any  meinber 
shall  be  allowed  in  committee  live,  minutes  to  explain  any 
amendment  he  may  offer,"  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  re- 
pealed. 

Mr:  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  opposed  the  repeal 
of  the  rule.  The  five  minutes  allowed  to  a  member 
after  proposing  an  amendment  to  a  bill  under  dis- 
cussion was,  as  things  usually  proceeded  hei'e,  the 
only  time  occupied  in  the  real  bona  fide  discussion 
of  the  bill  or  any  part  of  it.  Almost  the  entire  time 
during  which  the  bill  underwent  professedly  a  dis- 
cussion in  general  debate  was  occupied  in  ]iolitical 
speeches  wholly  foreign  to  its  merits.  There  was 
always  some  favorite  question  upon  which  gentle- 
men wished  to  speak,  and  they  seized  the  time 
when  the  House  was  in  Commiitee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  slate  of  the  Union,  and  occupied  it  in  speak- 
ing on  that  subject,  no  matter  what  the  bill  might 
be  before  tlie  committee.  If  this  five-minutes  rule 
were  repealed,  the  practical  efiect  would  be  to  cut 
off  all  debate  on  important  measures  reported  by 
the  standingcommittees  fortheaction  of  the  House. 
A  bill  might  be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
whole  country,  and  the  amendments  proposed  to 
it  might  be  of  ihe  most  useful  character,  yet  no 
opportunity  would  be  afforded  lo  explain  tliem  or 
show  their  operation,  and  hence  they  would  prob- 
ably be  rejected.  Bills  would  thus,  in  ell'ect,  be 
ofien  passed  without  ever  being  discussed  at  'all, 
and  without  being  understood. 

It  was  said  that  the  rule  had  been  abused:  so  it 
had;  but  had  it  been  half  as  much  abused  as  the 
hour  rule  was  from  day  to  day?  It  was  a  useful 
nde;  and,  so  far  from  delaying  and  impeding,  it 
facilitated  the  passage  of  bills,  and  operated  more 
than  anythingelse  to  correct  their  defects, and  make 
ihfim  what  they  ought  to  be.  He  hoped  gentlemen 
would  not  blindly  vote  the  previous  question;  he 
hoped  that  tlie  rule  would  be  suflercd  to  remain, 
and  that  it  would  be  enforced  for  the  purposes  for 
which  it  had  been  adopted,  so  that  the  House 
would  be  compelled  to  confine  its  attention  lo  the 
bills  before  it,  and  not  to  matters  widely  foreign 
from  them.     He  had  no  wisli  to  prevent  debate, 
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but  he  wished  all  discussion  to  be  in  its  own  ap- 
propriate place.  If  gentlemen  would  only  say  all 
they  wanted  to  say  at  the  rigiit  time  and  in  the  right 
place,  the  House  could  get  through  ail  the  business 
4t  had  to  do,  and  would  do  it  bett-er. 

The  civil  and  diplomatic  bill  had  been  for  weeks 
before  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union 

Mr.  GENTRY  here  interposed,  and  said  he 
could  not  perceive  the  relevancy  of  the  gentleman's 
remarks. 

Mr.  EVANS  said  he  would  soon  see,  if  he  was 
attentive. 

He  had  been  saying  that  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
appropriation  bill  had  been  before  the  committee 
three  weeks,  perhaps  four,  and  yet  all  that  had 
been  said  on  the  merits  of  that  bill,  or  on  anything 
it  contained,  had  not  occupied  in  all  more  than 
three  or  four  days,  and  was  almost  9.II  of  it  said 
under  this  five-minutes  rule  when  amendments 
were  offei-ed. 

Mr.  E.  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  recommit- 
ted, with  instructions  to  the  committee  to  report  a 
rule  somewhat  like  what  he  would  send  to  the 
Clerk's  table  to  be  i>ead  for  information. 

Mr.  EVANS  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  ruled  out  of  order: 

Resolved,  That  the  report  just  made  by  tlie  Committee  on 
.Rules  be  recommitted  to  that  committee,  and  that  it  be  iii- 
■gtnicted  to  reixirt  to  this  House  such  rule  or  rules  as  maybe 
necessary  to  provide  tliat  in  debates  in  the  Commitee  oftlie 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  every  member  adrfressing 
ehe  committee  shall  confine  liimseU'  to  the  question,  and 
shall  not  discnss  the  state  of  the  Union  generally,  or  speak; 
otherwise  than  to  the  question  then  under  debate:  And  Re-' 
solved  further,  That  the  said  committee  be  discharged  from 
«he  further  consideration  of  the  subject  of  the  the  thirty- 
fourth  rule,  commonly  known  as  the  five-minutes'  rule. 

After  a  suggestion  by  Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Ala- 
bama— 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Connecticut,  spoke  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  rule,  and  in  favor  of  its  repeal.  If,  in- 
deed, the  rule  could  have  been  carried  into  effect 
according  to  its  true  intent  and  the  purposes  and 
views  of  the  committee  who  had  proposed  it,  he  be- 
Jiev-ed  it  might  lie  of  great  use.  It  allowed  each 
member  who  offered  an  amendment  to  speak  five 
minutes  in  explaining  its  nature,  object,  and  effect: 
if  the  rule  as  administered  could  be  limited  to  this, 
it  might  be  very  useful.  But  how  had  it  been 
abused?  Were  gentlemen  restricted  to  the  nature, 
object,  and  effect  of  the  amendments  they  offered? 
No:  they  moved  anything  they  liked  in  the  shape 
of  an  amendment,  and  then  made  Buncombe 
speeches  for  home  consumption;  and  this  had  been 
carried  on  for  weeks.  A  humbug  proposition  was 
made  to  fimend,  and  when  a  man  had  said  all  "he 
«ould  in  the  five  minutes,  he  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment, and  his  neighbor  went  through  the  same 
form  and  for  the  same  object:  made  a  harangue  to- 
tally foreign  to  the  bill  or  to  the  amendment  he  had 
offered,  and  then  withdrew  it. 

Mr.  S.  said,  for  himself,  he  had  been  for  the 
most  of  the  session  among  the  silent  members. 
He  had  occupied  but  very  little  of  the  time  of  the 
House  in  debate.  His  object  had  been'  to  do  the 
business  of  the  country,  and  to  go  home.  But,  in- 
stead of  this,  the  time  had  been  taken  up  by  hum- 
bug party  speeches  to  bear  on  the  Presidency. 
When  his  young  friend  who  had  just  resumed  his 
seat  had  been  here  as  many  years  as  Mr.  S.  had, 
he  would  not  be  quite  so  confident  that  a  rule  of 
the  House  would  not  be  abused. 

Yesterday,  a  resolution  had  been  introduced  to 
adjourn  the  session,  although  an  immense  amount 
of  business  remained  on  the  docket;  and,  under 
these  circumstances,  his  young  friend  wanted  more 
liberty  of  speech.  For  one,  Mr.  S.  did  not  want 
to  hear  any  more  speeches  than  were  made  now. 
Let  gentlemen  do  the  business;  and  let  them  say 
what  they  wanted  to  say  about  Mr.  Cass  and 
General  Taylor  to  the  people,  face  to  face,  and 
not  to  that  House,  to  get  them  reported  and  sent 
abroad. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  asked  Mr.  S.  whether  he  would 
not  move  the  previous  question  ? 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  would. 

Mr.  COLLAMER.  What!  is  not  your  speech 
to  be  an.swered? 

Mr.  VINTON,  amidst  great  confusion,  moved 
to  amend  the  resolution  so  as,  instead  of  abolish- 
ing the  rule  altogether,  to  suspend  it  during  the 
residue  of  the  present  session. 

Mr.  V.  said,  that  if  gentlemen,  when  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
would  but  confine  their  discussions  to  the  matter 


of  the  bills  before  them,  then  this  five-min«tes  rule 
might  be  dispensed  with.  But  it  was  notorious 
that,  most  especially  during  the  present  session, 
the  subject  regularly  before  the  committee  had  been 
totally  lost  sight  of.  Although  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic bill  had  been  three  or  four  weeks  in  commit- 
tee, there  had  not,  with  the  exception  of  one 
speech  by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Hil- 
LtARD,]  on  the  rank  of  ambassador,  and  the  reply 
to  that  speech  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, [Mr.  J.  R.  Ingersoll,]  the  first  word  been 
spoken  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  JENKINS  asked  how  the  honorable  chair- 
man himself  could  explain  his  several  amendments 
to  the  bill  from  his  own  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  if  this  five-minutes  rule  should  be  re- 
scinded ? 

Mr.  VINTON,  resuming,  said  that  the  practi- 
cal effect  of  this  state  of  things  was,  that  the  real, 
practical  examination  and  discussion  of  the  merits 
of  the  bill  commenced  just  when  the  general  de- 
bate upon  it  closed,  ancl  gentlemen  began  to  speak 
and  act  under  this  five-minutes  rule.  Before  this, 
gentlemen  consumed  the  time  in  talking  about 
everything  in  the  woild  but  what  was  in  the  bill. 
If  this  five-minutes  rule  should  be  repealed,  the 
House  would  have  to  take,  in  a  great  measure, 
upon  trust,  all  that  was  done  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  the  other  standing  com- 
mittees. This  would,  in  effect,  make  a  majority 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  despotic; 
yes,  absolute  despots  over  between  twenty  and 
thirty  millions  of  public  money  every  year.  No 
explanations  could  be  given  or  received,  but  the 
members  must  "  go  it  blind." 

Mr.  BAYLY  said,  as  he  considered  this  as  a 
proposition  designed  to  expedite  the  business  of 
the  House,  he  wished  to  make  a  few  remarks  on 
the  good  faith  of  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of 
the.  House  on  that  subject.  They  had  offered  a 
resolution  for  adjourning 'on  the  7th  of  August 
next,  leaving  the  House  but  twelve  legislative ^rti/s 
to  close  the. session,  while  nine-tenths  of  the  pub- 
lic business  was  still  on  the  table;  and  yet,  no 
sooner  had  they  passed  this  resolution,  than  a  gen- 
tleman on  that  side  commenced  and  launched  out 
into  a  general  discussion  on  the  politics  of  the  day. 
That  great  question,  which  had  so  ominous  a 
bearing  on  the  harmony  of  the  Union,  remained 
still  unadjusted.  And  could  any  patriot  in  the 
land  be  without  an  earnest  desire  to  see  that  ques- 
tion put  to  rest? 

The  CHAIR  here  called  Mr.  B.  to  the  question 
before  the  House. 

Mr.  BAYLY  supposed  that  by  showing  that, 
instead  of  desiring  to  expedite  business  gentlemen 
were  keeping  open  questions  for  political  and  party 
purposes,  his  remarks  were  germane  to  the  general 
subject. 

The  SPEAKER,  thought  not,  and  so  ruled. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ROOT  wanted  him  to  withdraw  it;  but  he 
refused  to  consent. 

Mr.  ROOT,  with  some  warmth,  inquired  wheth- 
er they  were  to  be  gagged  in  this  manner?  and 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  previous  question 
would  be  voted  down. 

The  question  being  put  on  seconding  the  previ- 
ous question,  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative: 
Ayes  71,  noes  54. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  Mr.  Vinton's 
amendment,  to  suspend  the  five- minutes  rule  during 
the  residue  of  the  session — 

Mr.  COLLAMER  moved  that  the  whole  sub- 
ject be  laid  on  the  table;  which  was  carried,  by 
yeas  and  nays;  Yeas  1(J7,  nays  62. 

So  the  whole  subject  of  repealing  and  suspend- 
ing the  five-minutes  rule  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  select  committee  on 
the  subject  of  the  tobacco  trade  with  Europe,  re- 
ported a  joint  resolution  concerning  the  same,  ac- 
companied by  a  report. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  committed,  and, 
together  with  the  report,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN  also  reported  the  views  of  the 
minority  of  the  same  committee  on  the  same  sub- 
ject.    Committed. 

After  various  suggestions  and  inquiries — 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  moved  that  the 
House  proceed  to  consider  the  business  on  the 
Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  moved  that  the  House 


resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  which  latter  motion  had  prece- 
dence; but,  before  any  question  was  taken,  these 
motions  were  withdrawn  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  VINTON,  who  made  a  report  from  the 
Committee  of  Conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  on  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  cuirent  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  department,  and  fulfilling  treaty 
stipulations  v/ith  the  Indian  tribes,  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1849. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference  was 
then,  under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question, 
agreed  to. 

It  having  been  previously  agreed  to  by  the  Sen- 
ate, the  bill  stands  passed. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr,  VINTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of  the  House  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  naval  service  for  the  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1849,  reported  the  same  back  to  the 
House,  recommending  a  concurrence  in  some,  and 
a  non-concurrence  in  other,  of  the  amendments. 
Committed. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr,' 
MoREHEAD,  of  Kentucky,  in  the  chair.) 

After  disposing  of  a  point  of  order,  which  was 
raised  by  Mr.  Fjcklin,  as  to  the  priority  of  busi- 
ness, the  committee  took  up  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  naval  appropriation  bill. 

The  first  four  amendments  of  the  Senate  were 
agreed  to  nem.  con. 

The  fifth  amendment  of  the  Senate  provides  that 
the  contractor  for  carrying  the  mails  from  Panama 
to  Astoria  shall  stop  at  the  ports  in  California,  and 
provides  further  that  the  line  of  steamers  provided 
in  the  contract  with  A.  G.  Sloo,  shall  stop,  going 
and  returning,  at  Charleston  and  Savannah, 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  recom- 
mended a  concurrence  in  this  amendment,  with 
the  insertion  of  the  words  "  if  practicable"  after 
the  word  "  Charleston." 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  opposed  the 
amendmentof  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Some  conversation  and  explanaiions  followed, 
bv  Messrs.  VINTON,  KING  of  Georgia,  BURT, 
HUDSON,  and  HOUSTON  of  Alabama. 

The  amendment  to  th^e  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CABELL  moved  an  amendment  to  make 
Key  West  one  of  the  stopping  places  for  the  Pa- 
nama steamers.     Rejected. 

The  Senate  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed 
to. 

The  sixth  amendment  of  the  Senate  strikes  out 
the  fifth  section  of  the  bill,  which  increases  the 
money  commutation  allowed  for  the  spirit  ration 
in  the  navy  to  six  cents  per  ration.  It  was  disa- 
greed to. 

The  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  and  eleventh  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  were  read  (new  sections)  and 
agreed  to. 

The  tenth  amendment  of  the  Senate  so  modifies 
the  proviso  to  the  act  of  August  4,  1842,  (which 
proviso  limits  the  number  of  midshipmen  to  the 
number  that  were  in  service  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1842,)  as  to  authorize  the  increase  of  the  number 
to  464. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  so  recom- 
mending, this  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  twelfth  amendment  of  the  Senate  suspends 
the  provision  in  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of 
March  3,  1845,  which  provides  that  not  more  than 
one  hundred  and  eighty  passed  midshiimien  shall 
receive  the  pay  allowed  passed  midshipmen,  until 
the  classes  of  1841  and  1842  shall  be  examined  and 
the  rank  established  among  those  who  shall  pass 
their  exainination. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  recom- 
mended a  disagreement  to  this  amendment. 

Some  discussion  took  place  on  this  amendment, 
in  which  Messrs.  THOMPSON  of  Pennsylvania, 
KING  of  Georgia,  BROWN  of  Pennsylvania, 
TOOM BS, ATKINSON,  VINTON, and  WENT- 
WORTH  participated.  The  amendment  was  dis- 
agreed to. 

All  the  amendments  having  been  acted  on,  the 
bill  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House. 
THE  OREGON  BILL. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  Territorial  Government 
of  Oregon  was  next  taken  up. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
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spoke  liis  allotted  hour.  He  denied  the  power  of 
Cono;res.s  to  legislate  upon  the  light  of  property  in 
slaves  further  than  to  protect  that  right  as  recog- 
nized by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  CONGER  occupied  another  hour  in  main- 
taining the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  to 
legislate  for  the  Tenitorics,  and  urging  the  expe- 
diency of  excluding  slavery  therefrom. 

[These  speeches  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 
PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  BAYLY,  of  Virginia,  having  obtained  per- 
mission to  malie  an  explanation,  addressed  the 
House  as  follows: 

Mr.  Speaker:  Ever  since  the  speech  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Holmes]  ap- 
peared in  print,  I  have  been  watching  for  an  op- 
portunity to  notice  some  of  its  statements.  In  the 
whole  course  of  my  life  I  have  never  read  any  pro- 
duction with  more  surprise  than  that  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Holmes,] 
which  pinyorts  to  have  been  delivered  in  this 
House  on  the  28th  ultimo,  but  which  I  did  not 
hear.  It  was  published  in  the  Intelligencer  of  the 
6th  instant. 

Portions  of  it  are  graphic;  and  if  it  were  designed, 
as  might  be  inferred  from  parts  of  it,  for  a  romance, 
it  would  be  very  well,  and  I  should  not  feel  called 
upon  to  make  any  comments  upon  it.  But  it  is 
not  so  designed.  It  is  meant  as  a  serious  pro- 
duction, as  material  for  history,  contriliuted,  to 
use  the  gentleman's  language,  when  the  facts  are 
"  refn table  or  establishable."  Coming  before  the 
country  in  this  imposing  shape,  it  is  important  for 
such  of  us  as  are  concerned  in  its  statements  to 
see  that  they  are  correctly  made.  He  makes  mi- 
nute reference  to  the  course  of  the  Virginia  delega- 
tion of  the  last  Congress  relative  to  llie  Oregon 
question;  and  he  places  it  in  a  very  unenviable 
light  before  the  country.  I  know  it  was  not  so 
intended.  I  know  it  was  his  purpose  to  do  us 
honor.  Nevertheless,  the  effect  of  his' narrative 
is  such  as  I  have  stated.  Of  those  members  of  the 
Democratic  portion  of  the  Virginia  delegation  of 
the  last  Congress  who  opposed  the  notice,  and  ad- 
vocated the  settlement  of  the  Oregon  difficulty  on 
the  basis  of  49°,  my  friend  and  colleague  from  the 
Frederick  district  [xVIr.  Bedinger]  and  myself  are 
the  only  ones  now  on  this  floor.  It  devolves  upon 
us  to  see  that  justice  is  done  here,  not  only  to 
ourselves,  but  to  our  absent  friends  and  former 
colleagues.  This  is  my  apology  for  troubling  the 
House  at  this  time. 

I  have  nothing  to  say  about  the  gentleman's  ac- 
count of  Mr.  Calhoun's  return  to  the  Senate.  Prom 
it,  it  appears  that  the  step  was  first  suggested  by 
a  company  of  New  York  Whig  merchants,  assem- 
bled at  a  dinner,  where  "a  depth  of  feeling  and  a 
solemnity  of  manner"  prevailed  "  that  is  not  usual 
over  the  convivial  cup,"  especially  when  the  gen- 
tleman is  present.  It  seems,  under  these  solemn 
circumstances,  he  was  requested  to  use  his  "influ- 
ence with  Mr.  Calhoun  to  get  him  to  come  back 
into  the  Senate;"  that  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Calhoun; 
that  "  Mr.  C.  reluctantly  consented  to  return;  that 
in  consequence,  the  Oregon  (jueslion  was  settled." 
And  he  tlius  traces  the  settlement  of  that  question 
"  gradually,  as  he  would  a  vast  estuary  along  the 
■winding.s  of  a  rivulet,  till  he  comes  to  the  fountain 
head,  and  shows  from  whence  the  mighty  stream 
has  gushed." 

It  is  true,  I  have  not  understood  the  history  of 
that  transaction  as  the  gentleman  has  re|)resenled; 
but  it  is  not  with  it  I  have  any  concern.  My  con- 
cern is  with  what  he  says  of  the  course  of  the 
Virsfinia  delegation. 

The  fir.st  remark  of  the  gentleman  which  requires 
comment,  is  the  following: 

"But  ('on£!ri's^<  did  asspinblp;  the  Pipsidentinl  messnge 
camp  ill,  assprliiig  tlip  right  to  the  entirety  of  thp  tprritory, 
urL'iiii;  ii()On  you,  good  R.  i/ropniativi  s,  u.  maiMliLin  it;  atid 
th.rr  u'.i-  a  flouri.-li  ami  I'viiliatioii.  a  hoiin.lini,' of  heart, 
throiiL'hoiitallthosp  favorahlr  ic,  r.i'  .lO'.  Sir,  I  well  rpniPin- 
ber,  aii.l  lii-^lory  may  tell,  (lor  tlip  raits  are  now  rpfiitahlp  or 
estalih-hablc,)  tlK're  was  not  OM(!  Democrat  on  this  floor  (save 
an  liiiiiil.l.- individual)  who  opposed  tliel>r<;Kiil«nl'sme8sai'e, 
and  res. d  VI  d  not  to  vote  for  51°  4W."  ' 

From  the  language  here  used,  and  more  partic- 
ularly from  that  sub.se(|ucntly  employed,  the  gen- 
tleman will  be  understood  to  assert,  that  at  the 
lime  of  Mr.  Calhoun's  arrival  in  this  city,  there  was 
no  Deino'-rat  in  Congress  but  himself  who  had  not 
made  up  his  mind  to  insist  upon  the  line  of  54°  "10', 
and  oppose  an  adjustment  of  the  Oregon  dispute  on 
the  basis  of  40°.  If  such  be  the  meaning  of  the  gen- 
tleman,  I  bog  leave  to  correct  him.     There  was 


more  than  one  "humble  individual"  wlio,  long 
before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  had  made  up  his 
mind  that  the  dispute  with  Great  Britain  relative 
to  Oregon  could  only  be  settled  peaceably  upon  the 
basis  of  49°,  and  who  was  prepared  to  sustain  the 
President  in  any  effort  he  might  make  to  settle  it 
on  that  basis.  It  will  be  recollected  that  I  spoke 
on  the  question  early  in  the  debate,  and  I  advo- 
cated the  adjustment  of  the  question  ujion  almost 
the  precise  terms  on  which  it  was  finally  adjusted, 
and  expressed  the  belief  that  it  could  be,  and  ought 
to  be,  adjusted  on  those  terms.  Most  of  the  facts 
and  arguments  which  I  relied  upon  in  that  speech 
were  collected  and  arranged  before  the  time  spoken 
of  by  the  gentleman.  I  feared  that  the  public  mind 
Tvas  fast  becoming  committed  to  extreme  views; 
and,  so  far  from  being  prepared  to  insist  upon 
54°  40',  the  object  of  my  speech  was  to  show  that 
no  such  ultra  position  should  be  insisted  upon. 
Most  persons  who  entertained  similar  views  had 
been  reluctant, pending  the  negotiation,  to  express 
them,  as  they  did  not  wish,  as  long  as  the  discus- 
sion as  to  the  extent  of  our  rights  was  going  on 
between  the  two  Governments,  to  seem  to  dispar- 
age our  claim.  Such  was  my  own  case.  The  con- 
sequence was,  that  nearly  al[  the  arguments  which 
went  to  the  country  were  -in  advocacy  of  54°  40', 
as  the  extreme  position  on  the  Oregon  question 
was  familiarly  termed,  and  tlie  public  was  fast  be- 
coming committed  to  it  to  an  exient  which  I  feared 
was  unpropitious  to  a  continuance  of  peace,  which 
in  every  view  I  considered  as  desii'able. 

In  this  crisis  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  resist 
the  current  as  far  as  my  feeble  powers  would  en- 
able me;  and  1  undertook  to  show  that  an  adjust- 
justment  of  the  question  on  the  basis  of  49°  would 
be  alike  honorable  and  fortunate.  And  I  certainly 
did  not  consider  myself  as  opposing  the  Adminis- 
tration in  making  a  speech  in  defence  of  a  settle- 
ment of  the  dispute  upon  the  terms  the  President 
had  offered  to  adjust  it,  and  upon  which  he  would 
be  bound  to  settle  it  thereafter,  if  the  same  terms 
could  be  obtained,  as  I  doubted  not  they  would  be. 
So  much  as  to  this  first  statement  of  the  gentleman, 
which  it  was  Jess  important  that  I  should  notice, 
as  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned;  for  the  public 
records  will  attest  what  my  course  was,  and  the 
views  which  influenced  it.  I  come  now  to  mat- 
ters of  which  there  is  no  record. 

The  gentleman,  after  informing  us  that  the 
Whigs  were  unwilling;  to  resist  what  they  regarded 
as  dangerous  to  the  country,  and  to  "  throw  them- 
selves into  the  breach,"  and  make  what  they  sup- 
posed would  be  "  a  useless  sacrifice"  of  them- 
selves, proceeds  in  the  following  strains: 

"  Sir,  I  was  not  paiisfied.  Mr.  Calhoun  arrivpd.  I  called 
upon  him  with  a  friend.  It  was  near  the  hour  of  niiilniL'ht. 
Up  begijpd  us  to  remain  aijd  give  a  programme  of  events. 
'I'hat  friend  said  to  him  :  '  Mr.  Calhoun,  it  is  the  opinion  of 
'  all  your  friend^,  with  the  exception  of  one,  without  any 
'  di.-tinclion  in  the  Senate  or  House,  that  to  oppose  the  mes- 
'  sane  and  the  views  of  the  President  is  to  do  no  ijood,  but 
'  only  to  be  overwhelmed,  and  hencelbrvvard  to  destroy  your 
'  ahiiity,  your  usefulness.'" 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  in  a  subse- 
quent part  of  his  speech,  tells  us  that  this  friend  of 
his  was  one  of  the  Representatives  from  Virginia. 
Now,  sir,  I  was  not  present,  and  I  cannot,  there- 
fore, contradict  this  statement.  But  I  cannot  re- 
frain from  expressing  my  strong  belief  that  there 
is  some  mistake  about  it.  I  know  of  no  member 
of  Congress  from  Virginia  who  I  am  willing  to 
believe  would  advise  any  one,  much  less  a  distin- 
guished statesman,  to  abstain  from  pursuing  a 
course  which  he  regarded  as  dictated  by  his  duty 
to  his  country  for  reasons  of  a  mere  personal 
character;  or  who  supposed  that,  by  doing  so,  he 
would  preserve  his  "aliilily  and  usefulness."  Such 
a  course  certainly  would  not  have  been  in  imita- 
tion of  the  ancient  models  of  patriotism  which  have 
been  held  up  for  our  admiration.  Nor  do  I  know 
of  one  "  who  had  made  up  his  mind  likewise  to  go 
with  the  Executive"  for  no  reason  but  that  he 
had  been  rebuked  by  Mr.  Calhoun  forgiving  him 
such  advice  as  surely  he  ought  to  have  given,  that 
would  have  turned  away  and  said,  "  1  will,  Mr. 
Calhoun,  sustain  you,  let  the  con.sequences  be 
what  they  may." 

I  know  nothing  of  these  statements,  although  I 
am  incredulous  about  them,  but  I  do  about  those 
which  follow,  and  it  is  to  correct  them  which  is 
my  purpose  in  troubling  the  House  at  this  time. 
The  gentleman  proceeds: 

'•  Wp  hfi  him,  fur  the  midnicht  hour  had  nrriveil.  My 
fripiul  and  mysplf  walked  for  some  distance  iilonj;  the  pavp- 
niwnt  at  that  dead  liaiir  without  nonrcely  sxchanging  a  word, 


so  full  were  our  hearts.  We  parted— as  lie  said  to  go  to  see 
his  assembled  eolleagues,  who  were  waitinj:  an.itiously  the 
result  of  Uie  conveisatkin.  and  the  next  day  when  I  saw  him 
Tasked  him,'  How  are  the  rest?'— Virjinia,  the  good  (drf 
Dominion,  had  sent  fourteen  out  of  niteen  voiing,  gallant, 
unsophisticated,  not  drilled  Representatives,  fresh  from  the 
bosom  of  the  people,  to  represent  her  on  this  floor— •  How 
are  tlie  rest ."  said  I.  He  said  that  <  When  I  related  to  them 
the  result  of  our  conference,  they  replied,  We  perliaps  see 
in  it  our  doom  ;  but  we  will  stand  by  him.'  I  recpiveri  that 
commanrcation  the  next  mornin!».  I  went  into  the  Senate  j 
I  cnnimuiiicated  with  the  heads  of  she  Whia  parf\-;  ajid 
never  will  I  forget  the  deep  emotion,  the  ffnsli  of  animation- 
on  their  countenances  when  they  said,  '  Will  he  stand  by 
us,  and  lead  off?'  Yes,  sir,  he  did  lead  off;  and  in  spite  of 
all  the  whippings  on,  the  stimulants  which  were  given  tf> 
the  Senators  who  were  around  the  President  as  a  body- 
guard, pnlilic  opinion,  under  Mr.  Calhoun's  sjieech,  began  to 
wane  from  its  nigh  tone,  the  pulse  of  war  heat  fainter  antji 
fainter,  until  at  last  the  Presfdent  pprceived  there  was  an 
energy  in  the  people  that  must  come  down  like  a  voice  of 
thunder  against  his  measures." 

I  have  no  remark  to  make  about  the  .solemnity 
of  feeling  with  which  the  gentleman  and  his  friend 
were  oppressed  at  "  that  dead  hour"  of  the  night, 
except  to  say  that  it  seems  to  have  been  as  deep 
and  solemn  as  prevailed  at  the  dinner  in  New 
York.  But  I  have  some  remarks  about  the  other 
statements.  The  Virginiadelegation  is  represented 
as  assembled  at  midnight,  anxiously  waiting  the 
result  of  the  cotiversation  of  our  colleague  with  a 
Senator,  not  of  our  own  State,  but  of  another  State; 
and,  by  inevitable  deduction,  from  the  account  of 
the  gentleman,  as  undetermined  in  our  course  till 
the  result  of  that  conversation  was  received.  Now, 
sir,  there  was  no  such  meeting  of  our  delegation 
at  that  time,  or  at  any  other;  and  if  there  was  any 
one  of  my  then  colleagues  who  was  undetermined 
as  to  his  course,  1  do  not  know  who  he  was;  nor 
do  I  know  of  any  one  who  supposed  that  he  wa» 
sealing  his  doom  in  pursuing  the  course  which  any 
of  us  took.  I  certainly  never  entertained  any  such 
impression.  On  the  contrary,  1  considei-ed  the 
course  I  took  as  the  one  pointed  out  by  my  duty, 
and  the  only  one  I  could  jiursue  with  safety  or 
honor.  And  I  can  speak  in  this  respect  with  nearly 
as  much  confidence  of  the  views  of  my  coMeagues 
as  I  do  of  my  own.  Sir,  no  delegation  which  Vir- 
ginia has  ever  had  upon  this  floor  has  ever  occu- 
pied the  humiliating  position  in  which  we  ar& 
placed  before  the  country  by  the  gentleman. 

The  gentleman  seemed  tf)  see  that  the  country 
would  be  a  little  incredulous  about  a  whole  dele- 
gation, with  but  one  exception,  of  the  "  good  old 
Dominion"  occupying  such  a  position;  and  hence, 
to  give  his  statement  a  show  of  plausibility,  he  in- 
formed the  country  that  Virginia  was  represented, 
at  the  time  referred  to,  by  fourteen  out  of  fifteen 
"  young,  gallant,  unsophisticated  representatives." 
Now,  the  coimtry  will  be  a  little  amused  at  this 
statement  when  it  hears  who  these  representatives 
were.  At  the  head  of  our  delegation  stood  my  late 
friend, (General  Dromgoole,)  who  had  been  twenty- 
odd  years  in  public  life,  and  was  regarded  in  Vir- 
ginia, even  before  he  came  to  Congress,  as  one  of 
our  ablest  and  most  experienced  statesmen — a  rep- 
utation which,  I  undertake  to  say,  he  did  not  lose 
here,  where  he  was  regarded  as  one  of  our  most 
skillful  parliatnentarians.  He  was  a  man  of  great 
gallanti-y  and  purity  of  character,  but  I  never  heard 
him  suspected  of  being  very  '■'  xinsuphislicalcd." 
Next  to  him  stood  the  pi'edecessor  of  my  colleague 
from  the  Rockbridge  district,  [Gov.  McDowell,] 
who  was  upwards  of  fifty  years  of  age;  althou2;h 
he  was  a  quiet  and  unobtrusive  gentleman,  he  was 
always  esteemed  as  a  very  circumspect  man,  whose 
wisdom  has  been  improved  by  extensive  connec- 
tion with  the  afi'airs  of  life.  Then  comes  my  present 
colleague  from  the  Norfolk  district,  [Mr.  Atkin- 
son,] who  is  about  the  age  of  the  gentleman  him- 
self, and  has  been  employed  in  public  life  for  many 
years,  and  has  filled  with  honor  to  himself  the  re- 
spective posts  of  a  member  of  the  House  of  Del- 
egates and  Senate  of  Virijinia  and  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States.  Theie  is  but  little  of  the 
green-horn  about  him.  Perhaps  before  him  I 
should  have  named  the  predecessor  of  my  friend 
near  me,  [Mr.  Tiiomtson,]  Colonel  .Johnson,  who 
twenty  years  ago  was  an  esteemed  and  useful  mem- 
ber of  this  House.  Next  to  him  stands  our  pres- 
ent minister  at  Lisbon,  (Colonel  Hopkins,)  who 
was  very  nearly,  if  not  quite,  the  father  of  the 
House  in  1845,  and  was  regarded  by  his  associates 
as  so  skillful  and  reliable  that  he  was  a  prominent 
candidate  for  the  S[ieakcrship  at  th:it  time.  An- 
other, at  present  a  Senator  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Hunter,)  had,  prior  thereto,  not  only  been  for  sev- 
eral years  a  distinguished  member  of  this  House, 
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but  had  presided  over  its  deliberations.  Still  an- 
other, (General  C!ia[>man,)  to  my  certain  knowl- 
edge, had  been  regarded  as  a  skillTul  party  leader 
ten  years  before  that  time.  Wiio  was  the  prede- 
cessor of  my  friend  from  the  Buckingham  district, 
[Vir.  Bocock]?  No  less  a  man  than  Colonel  Hub- 
«,rd,  who  had  for  a  good  while  been  a  member  of 
this  House,  and  was  as  wise  as  he  is  modest.  My 
colleague  from  the  Wheeling  district  cannot  be 
classed  "with  us  youths,"  and  he  had  distin- 
guished himself  in  the  Legislature  of  Virginia 
many  years  before  he  came  to  Congress,  as  had 
the  then  Representative  from  the  Albemarle  dis- 
trict, (Mr.  Leake,)  who  made  such  a  strong  im- 
pression upon  this  body.  There  were  but  three 
of  my  then  colleagues  (Messrs.  Tredway,  Seddon, 
and  Bedinger)  who  had  not  had  large  experience 
in  politics,  and  they  had  been  for  years  distin- 
guished members  of  a  profession  which  usually 
makes  men  keen-sighted  in  the  affairs  of  life.  In  a 
word,  sir,  all  of  my  then  colleagues  were  men  of 
ability  and  experience,  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  I 
was  the  only  member  from  Virginia  who  was  en- 
titled to  be  considered  "unsophisticated;"  and  I 
continued  so  from  the  inveteracy  of  the  trait  in 
my  character,  in  despite  of  ten  consecutive  years' 
employment  in  public  life. " 

But  enough  of  this.  The  Democratic  portion 
of  the  Virginia  delegation  were  not  united  on  the 
occasion  referred  to,  as  might  be  inferred  from  the 
gentleman's  statement.  On  the  contrary,  we  were 
divided  six  to  eight.  With  these  facts,  which  are 
■notorious,  and  which  are  attested  by  the  records 
of  Congress,  before  him,  where  did  the  gentleman 
find  authority  to  say  that  fourteen  out  of  fifteen  of 
the  Virginia  delegation  wer&  "assembled  at  mid- 
night waiting  anxiously  the  result  of  the  conver- 
sation" with  Mr.  Calhoun,  and,  after  hearing  it, 
replied,  "we  perhaps  see  in  it  our  doom,  but  we 
will  stand  by  him?" 

I  only  rose  to  vindicate  the  Virginia  delegation 
from  the  injurious  account  of  their  proceedings 
given  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  and 
not  to  vindicate  the  President  against  equally  inju- 
rious, and,  as  I  believe,  equally  unfounded  assaults 
upon  him.  And,  such  being  my  purpose,  I  shall 
make  no  further  reference  to  that  part  of  his  speech 
than  the  expression  of  opinion  I  have  just  given. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  their  ac- 
tion on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  navy 
appropriation  bill,  and  progress  on  the  bill  to  estab- 
lish a  territorial  government  in  Oregon. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  naval  appropriation 
bill. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  seconded,  and,  under  the  operation 
thereof,  the  action  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
was  concurred  in. 

And  then  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
TuEsiiAY,  July  25,  1848. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  a  petition  from  Captain 
Theodore  Lewis,  of  the  Louisiana  volunteers,  ask- 
ing that  bounty  land  might  be  allowed  them;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  D.  stated  that  these  volunteers  had  been  re- 
tained in  Louisiana  by  the  express  command  of 
their  officers,  and  hence  were  not  entitled  to  their 
land  bounty  under  the  proviso  that  it  should  be 
given  only  to  those  who  had  marched  to  the  seat 
of  war.  Mr.  D.  invoked  the  attention  of  the  Mil- 
itary Committee  to  this  case,  which  he  conceived 
one  of  peculiar  hardship,  and  expressed  the  hope 
that  a  bill  might  be  reported  extending  to  them  the 
munificence  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  DIX  presented  a  memorial  from  P.  P.  Aid- 
rich,  inventor  of  a  new  mode  of  propelling  steam 
vessels  intended  for  steam  navigation,  which  he 
claims  to  be  superior  in  all  respects  to  any  hitherto 
discovered  or  known, and  asking  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  may  be  allowed  to  contract  for  the 
building  of  a  war  steamer  of  seven  hundred  or  one 
thousand  tons  burden.  He  says  the  steamer  shall 
be  superior  in  every  respect  for  sea  service  to  any 
heretofore  built  by  or  for  the  United  States.  No 
money  to  be  advanced  until  finished,  and  found  to 
fulfill  the  conditions.  The  whole  price  not  to  ex- 
ceed |200,000.  The  memorial  was  referred  to  the 
Cominittee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  presented  a  letter  from  Dr. 


Mayo,  in  relation  to  authorizing  the  Committee  on 
the  Library  to  purchase  the  work  of  Dr.  M.  rela- 
tive to  the  operations  of  the  Treasury  Department; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Commitee  on  the  Li- 
brary. 

REPORTS   FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  ATCHISON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment ofmoney  due  to  certain  Creek  Indians;  which 
was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  MANGUM,  from  the  Committee  on  Por- 
eign  Relations,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
B.  Hogan;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  the  following  House  bill  with  an 
amendment:  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
reserved  townships  in  Gibson  county,  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,"  approved  11th  August,  1842. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  bill  to  modify  the  clause  of  tiie  7th  sec- 
tion of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  people 
of  Wisconsin  Territory  to  form  a  Constitution  and 
State  Government  for  the  admission  of  such  State 
into  the  Union,"  approved  6th  August,  1846,  with 
several  amendments. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Comrnittee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  to  facilitate  the  entry 
of  preemption  claims,  accompanied  by  a  report. 
The  bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,from  the  Committee  on  Con- 
ference, made  a  report  relating  to  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  making  appro- 
priations for  the  Indian  Department;  which  was 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  YULEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendments  of 
the  House  to  the  bill  renewing  certain  naval  pen- 
sions for  the  term  of  five  years,  and  extending  the 
benefits  of  existing  laws  respecting  naval  pensions 
to  engineers,  fireinen,  and  coal-heavers  in  the  navy, 
and  to  their  widows,  made  a  report  recommending 
that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the  same;  which  was 
concurred  in. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  inform  the 
Senate  what  amount,  if  any,  of  unexpended  balances  of  for- 
mer appropriations  for  the  surveys  of  Uie  pubUc  lands,  are 
on  hand  and  availat)le  for  that  purpose  for  the  present  fiscal 
year;  and  whether.iftherebeanysuchunexpended  balances, 
they  are  or  not  liable  to  be  absorbediapaynient  of  contracts 
for  the  public  surveys  heretofore  made;  and  if  the  same,  or 
any  part  of  the  same,  can  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  con- 
tracts hereafter  to  be  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  he  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  detail  a  competent  pay- 
master of  die  army,  who  shall  keep  his  office  at  the  seat  of 
(government,  and  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  and  ad- 
just all  the  claims  presented  by  the  ofticers  and  soldiers  of 
tlie  late  war,  for  pay,  mileage,  and  other  allowances,  and  for 
the  extra  pay  granted  them  under  the  act  of  July  19,  1848. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRADBURY, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  he  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  provisions 
of  the  8th  section  of  chapter  34,  of  the  1st  session  of  the  6th 
Congress,  granting  pensions  to  officers,  seamen,  and  ma- 
rines, disabled  in  the  line  of  their  duty,  to  cases  where  such 
disability  occurred  prior  to  the  passage  of  said  act. 

TERRITORIAL  BILL. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  moved  to  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  to  establish  Territorial  Gov- 
ernments in  Oregon,  New  Mexico,  and  California. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said,  that  when  he  went 
into  the  committee,  he  did  not  doubt  the  power  of 
Congress  over  the  subject  of  the  government  of 
Territories.  Without  it,  officers  in  the  employ  of 
the  public  could  not  be  protected  in  the  perform- 
ance of  their  duties.  Congress  had  always  ex- 
ercised the  power  to  legislate  on  the  subject.  On 
going  into  the  committee,  his  first  object  was,  to 
effect  a  compromise  on  the  basis  of  the  Missouri 
line,  amended  so  as  to  adapt  it  to  the  new  Territo- 
ries. In  this  he  had  failed.  He  then  explained 
his  proposition  at  length.  With  some  [ew  restric- 
tions, he  proposed  to  leave  the  legislative  bodies 
free  to  act  on  all  subjects.  He  thought  this  would 
have  been  satisfactory  everywhere.  The  people  of 
the  Territories  would  have  been  gradually  trained 
for  admission  into  the  Union.  A  free  choice  was 
left  to  them  to  choose  the  institutions  of  the  South 
or  of  the  North.  Why  should  either  section  of  our 
country.  North  or  South,  interpose  to  prevent  it.' 
Why  should  they,  who  are  strangers  to  the  pecu- 
liar institutions  which  prevail,  tell  the  people  where 


they  are  what  is  best  for  their  interests.'  He 
regarded  it  as  our  true  policy  to  let  slavery  alone. 
Climate  and  population  are  continuing  to  drive 
slavery  further  and  further  to  the  .south,  to  the  lati- 
tude where  free  labor  could  not  flourish.  He  read 
a  number  of  extracts  from  a  pamphlet  in  his  hands, 
showing,  that  in  the  first  stage  after  the  introduc- 
tion of  slavery,  the  increase  of  slaves  is  great;  in 
the  second  stage,  the  white  population  increases  in 
an  equal  ratio  with  the  slaves;  and  in  the  third 
stage,  the  slave  race  diminishes  rapidly.  All  this 
proved  the  assertion,  that  climate  and  population 
would  banish  slavery  from  the  northern  latitudes. 
He  recommended  these  facts  to  the  consideration 
of  abolitionists,  and  entreated  them  to  suffer  the 
conviction  to  enter  their  minds,  that  their  truest 
policy  was  to  leave  the  institution  to  take  the  course 
to  which  climate  and  population  impelled  it. 

The  policy  of  the  North  was  calculated  to  let  the 
slaves  in  the  South  loose  on  society;  and  the  effect 
of  this  state  of  things  would  be,  the  neglect  of 
cultivation,  and  distress  and  starvation  among  the 
slaves  themselves.  He  had  been  always  opposed 
to  the  rule  of  the  House  which  prohibits  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject.  It  would  please  him  better 
to  let  free  discussion  go  on,  so  that  the  South  may 
be  able  to  hear  what  it  is  that  the  North  intend,  or 
ask. 

Alluding  to  the  recent  events  in  France,  he 
stated  that  the  flag  of  the  "QSuvriers"  bore  on  it 
the  inscription,  "  If  victorious,  pillage;  if  van- 
quished, conflagration;"  and  if  this  was  the  spirit 
which  prevailed  where  there  was  no  prejudice 
against  cartes,  how  much  moreoutrageous  a  course 
might  be  anticipated  in  the  event  of  a  sudden  and 
simultaneousemancipationof  theslaves?  He  spoke 
of  the  advantages  of  colonization,  which  had  been 
assailed  from  its  outset;  and  suggested,  that  the 
system  might  be  iinproved  by  declining  the  export- 
ation of  the  aged  and  infirm,  and  leaving  it  to  the 
young  of  both  sexes,  who  might  be  emancipated 
by  purchase.  The  money  which  had  been  ex- 
pended in  the  Mexican  war  would  have  been  suffi- 
cient to  buy  out  all  the  slaves  of  the  Union.  He 
had  no  apprehensions  for  the  Union,  be  this  ques- 
tion settled  as  it  may.  But  supposing  that  it  was 
dissolved,  or  that  the  seat  of  govermnent  were 
established  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio:  this  prox- 
imity would  draw  numbers  of  these  slaves  from 
Kentucky,  and  difficulties  will  be  constantly  rising. 

These  considerations  ought  to  induce  all  sec- 
tions of  the  country  to  unite  for  the  passage  of 
a  compromise.  To  show  that  the  North  was  in 
some  degree  dependent  on  the  South,  he  referred 
to  the  annual  commercial  report  of  the  acting  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  on  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gation of  the  country.  He  replied  to  some  of  the 
arguments  advanced  by  Mr.  Corwin,  and  insisted 
that  these  appeals  to  the  passions  of  men,  such  as 
we  had  been  listening  to  yesterday,  were  calcu- 
lated to  feed  the  prejudices  of  the  people,  and  to 
mislead  their  judgment.  The  true  question  is,  by 
what  right  do  the  northern  States  refuse  to  permit 
the  master  of  a  slave  to  bring  in  his  property  with 
him.' 

He  complained  that  the  northern  States,  by  ex- 
cluding the  slaves  of  the  South,  assumed  an  au- 
thority which  the  South  was  condemned  to  feel 
acutely.  When  he  returned  to  his  constituents, 
they  would  inquire  of  him  as  to  the  condition  of 
the  new  countries,  whether  they  were  fit  for  occu- 
pation, and  with  what  prospect  of  success  emi- 
grants might  venture  thither.  He  regretted  that 
the  answer  he  should  be  bound  to  give  would  be 
of  a  character  to  disappoint  their  hopes.  He  de- 
clined to  go  into  an  argument  which  would  be  bet- 
ter reserved  for  the  Supreme  Court,  whenever  a 
case  of  appeal  shall  be  made  out  for  its  decision. 
He  had  determined  at  present  to  keep  his  mind 
open  to  conviction,  until  the  arguinent  shall  be  got 
through. 

On  "the  subject  of  the  Presidential  election,  he 
adverted  to  the  change  which  was  likely  to  be 
made  in  the  character  of  the  next  representation  in 
Congress  after  the  next  census  shall  have  been 
taken.  Delaware  is  rapidly  approximating  to  a 
non-slaveholding  •State,  and  the  strength  of  the 
States  of  that  description  is  increasing  so  rapidly, 
that  shortly  they  will  be  able  to  overcome  the  veto 
power.  At  this  rnoment,  efforts  are  being  made 
to  compel  one  of  the  candidates  for  the  next  Pres- 
idency to  pledge  himself  against  the  interposition 
of  the  power  of  the  veto.  He  warned  the  North 
against  pursuing  any  longer  a  course  which  was 
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only  calculated  to  create  new  agitation  throughout 
the  country- 
Mr.  BUTLER  rose  and  adverted  to  the  im- 
porWDce  ofilie  issue  now  |ireseiited.  Fifteen  States 
are  contending  for  the  enlartreincnt  of  iheir  power, 
while  fifteen  others  are  struirgling  only,  as  he  be- 
lieved, for  what  were  their  rights.  The  discussion 
liad  worn  a  calm  and  tem^iernte  character  until 
yesterday,  when  the  Senator  from  Ohio'  poured 
forth  from  his  full  mind,  arguments  and  state- 
ments which  had  forever  banished  from  iiis  breast 
the  hope  of  a  successful  termination  of  the  efl'urts 
at  compromise.  That  Senator  had  asserted  it  as 
his  honest  opinion,  that  it  was  no  matter  what 
course  was  adopted  in  this  Senate,  the  course 
of  public  opinion  could  not  be  arrested  or  turned 
aside.  He  insisted  that  the  South  had  fulfilled 
all  its  obligations  ir^  relation  to  the  existing  com- 
pact between  the  North  and  South.  He  vindi- 
cated Virginia  against  the  in.sinnations  which  had 
been  poured  out  upon  her,  and  stated  that  she  had 
been  unjnsily  and  unnaturally  aspersed  by  those 
who  benefited  by  her  liberality  when  she  made  the 
cession  of  the  Northwest  Territory.  They  who 
liad  profited  by  her  bounty  now  turned  upon  her 
and  insulted  her. 

If  it  was  a  question  how  much  the  non-slave- 
holding  States  liad  gained  from  the  labor  of  the 
slaveholding  States,  the  figures  of  rhetoric  would 
soon  give  way  before  the  figures  of  arithmetic. 
He  asked  if  the  forefathers  of  the  South,  when 
they  gave  their  assent  to  the  Constitution,  had 
supposed  that  they  were  giving  to  the  North  au- 
thority for  the  unlimited  expansion  of.  their  po- 
litical power,  while  they  were  imposing  on  the 
South  the  Procrustean  process,  by  viiiich  she  was 
always  to  be  clipped  and  kept  within  narrow  fet- 
ters, would  they  have  ever  given  their  consent  to 
the  instrument  ? 

He  conunented  severely  on  the  course  of  the 
Eastern  Stales  in  refusing  to  give  up  the  fugitive 
slaves  from  the  South.  He  referred  to  the  state- 
ment which  had  been  made  in  debate  that  the  com- 
promise in  the  Convention  was  the  result  of  a  bar- 
gain, and  expressed  his  deep  regret  at  the  degra- 
dation which  was  imposed  on  him  and  on  the 
whole  South  by  this  bargain.  He  complained  that 
the  South  had  degeneiated,  and  been  impover- 
ished for  the  benefit  of  the  North;  and  that  all  this 
had  been  efi'ectedout  of  the  power  Which  the  South 
had  surrendered  to  the  North  in  the  Convention. 
He  feared  it  was  a  destiny  from  which  she  was  no 
longer  able  to  free  herself.  But  he  would  still 
resist;  and  would  not  trust  to  any  Presidential 
vetoes — either  to  the  veto  of  IMr.  Cass,  or  the  veto 
of  General  Taylor.  He  would  resist  as  far  as  he 
was  able. 

He  referred  to  the  history  of  the  Oregon  bill  forthe 
purpose  of  showino-  that  the  South  had  uniformly 
exhibited  a  strong  disposition  to  make  concessions, 
but  that  they  had  not  been  met  in  a  kindred  spiiit. 
He  felt  sure,  that  if  the  power  was  to  be  conferred 
on  the  Legislatures  of  California  and  New  Mexico 
to  enact  laws  on  the  subject,  composed  of  all  classes 
and  colors  of  character,  the  decisions  would  be  uni- 
formly adverse  to  the  interests  of  the  South.  He 
was  opposed  to  this  power  being  given  to  these 
foreign  bodies.  Congress  has  the  power  to  exercise 
Bovereigniy  over  the  Territories,  and  in  this  power 
is  included  the  regulation  of  the  afiairs  of  the  Ter- 
ritories, with  certain  restrictions. 

He  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  argument  of 
the  Senator  from  Vermont.  In  South  Carolina, 
no  man  was  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  Legislature,  or 
an  office  of  rank,  who  does  not  own  Icn  slaves  and 
a  tract  of  land ,  or  "6'5()0  free  from  debt.  Could  any 
Buch  law  prevail  in  Vermont?  Would  the  Sena- 
tor from  Vermont  agree  to  move  an  amendment 
that  no  man  shall  be  eligible  to  office  in  California 
who  owns  a  slave?  or  would  it  be  received,  if  a 
molion  was  made  that  a  man  must  own  ten  slaves 
to  constitute  his  eligibility  to  office  ?  Here,  then, 
wa.s  a  distinction  which  was  unconstitutional,  be- 
cause it  made  a  discrimination  in  property  which 
could  not  be  tolerated  or  intended.  lie  insisted 
that  the  power  of  Congress  was  limited  here.  Were 
advantages  to  be  given  to  one  Tiass  in  preference 
to  another,  because  in  the  one  the  elements  of  civi- 
lization were  more  distinctly  developed  than  in  the 
other  ? 

When  the  Senator  from  Ohio  declaimed  against 
slavery,  he  had  forgotlen  thai  such  men  had  existed 
a.s  Calo,  and  Cicero,  and  Demosthenes,  and  that 
they  lived  in  a  community  where  slavery  existed. 


He  was  not  disposed  to  indulge  in  declamation,  or 
to  stand  here  as  a  modern  declaimer.  He  had  not 
aided  to  carry  slavery  into  Oregon;  he  was  not 
responsible  for  the  spread  of  it.  He  had  admired 
the  oratory  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  which  he 
characterized  as  equally  beautiful  and  adcajilandum; 
but  he  charged  that  the  love  of  power  was  at  the 
bottom  of  it.  He  ridiculed  the  moral  tone  of  the 
Senator's  speech,  and  related  an  anecdote  of  a  party 
of  clergymen  at  a  religious  revival  who  were  called 
Iodine  on  venison,  when,  after  the  blessing  had 
been  asked,  one  whispered  to  the  clergyman,  that 
Pequod  had  killed  the  deer  on  Sunday.  What  was 
to  be  done?  The  minister  told  his  brethren  that 
the  venison  had  been  killed  on  Sunday:  Could  they 
eat  it?  W"hy,  you  have  asked  a  blessing,  I  believe! 
Yes.  Well,  then,  that  will  partly  consecrate  the 
venison;  so  we  may  eat  the  meat,  and  then  give 
Pequod  thirty-nine  lashes.  This  was  morality! 
and  such  was  the  morality  of  the  North  in  its  treat- 
ment of  the  South. 

He  resisted  the  assertion  that  slaves  on  board  a 
ship,  if  driven  by  stress  of  weather  out  to  sea,  be- 
came free,  which  he  understood  to  have  been  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Baldwin.] 
Mr.  BALDWIN  explained  what  lie  had  said, 
in  order  to  correct  a  misapprehension. 

Mr.  BUTLER  said,  if  any  one  took  his  slaves 
from  a  ship,  and  the  captain  was  a  foreigner,  he 
should  think  himself  entitled  by  the  Constitution 
to  demand  a  declaration  of  war.  He  did  not  regard 
the  authorities  which  had  been  produced  as  conclu- 
sive, because  the  cases  were  not  sufficiently  analo- 
gous to  the  cases  which  he  had  assumed.  If  he 
could  find  any  other  practical  bill  which  protected 
the  South,  he  would  be  willing  to  take.it;  but  he 
saw  no  probability  of  obtaining  a  better  one  than 
this. 

Mr.  FOOTE  rose  and  said,  he  would  not  have 
taken  any  part  in  this  discussion,  but  for  some- 
thing whicli  had  fallen  in  deliate.  Humble  as  he 
was,  he  found  himself  between  two  opposing  fires. 
He  liad  been  assailed  in  New  England,  and  he  had 
also  been  attacked  as  more  dangerous  than  an  ab- 
olitionist in  the  leading  paper  published  in  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina — the  Charleston  Mercury. 
And  he  had  been  told  by  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  that  he  was  so  considered  here.  He 
had  tiierefore  thought  it  was  a  proper  opportunity 
for  him  to  make  some  few  remarks,  in  order  that 
his  true  position  should  no  longer  be  misunder- 
stood. He  would  not  go  into  declamation,  neither 
would  he  go  into  any  history  of  the  slave  trade, 
which  had  been  already  given  with  sufficient  abil- 
ity by  others.  He  did  not  hold  himself  responsible 
for  the  introduction  of  slavery,  nor  had  he  ever 
entertained  any  extraordinary  affection  for  slave- 
dealers  from  any  section  of  the  Union. 

He  referred  to  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Calhoun,]  that  the  intro- 
duction of  a  new  Territory,  acquired  by  conquest, 
into  the  Union,  althousrh  slavery  may  have  been 
abolished  there  previously,  carried  slavery  with  it. 
To  this  his  heart  assented,  but  his  judgment  could 
not  yet  assent  to  it.  He  was  still  in  doubt.  He 
feared  that  the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont had  not  been  answered,  and  that  it  could  not 
be  met  in  this  Senate;  and  that  it  could  not  be  met 
in  the  Supreme  Court;  and  that  the  decision  of  that 
court,  as  it  is  now  constituted,  would  be  against 
the  South.  And  then,  said  he,  where  are  we?  He 
laid  it  down  that  the  northern  men  were  the 
shrewdest  men  in  the  Union.  He  had  traveled 
over  every  part  of  the  Union  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
and  had  found  Yankees  evervwherc;  and  he  had 
never  found  one  who  was  not  anxious  to  own  a 
slave.  And  they  were  the  most  rigid  of  masters — 
they  were  masters  indeed.  As  soon  as  a  Yankee 
could  command  four  hundred  dollars,  he  laid  it  out 
in  a  slave,  because  he  knew  that  he  laid  out  his 
money  to  advantage.  Living  in  a  cotton-growing 
country,  he  knew  that  a  slave  was  the  most  valu- 
able property  he  could  possess.  He  admired  the 
Yankees  very  much.  lie  had  never  desired  to 
hang  them  all.  And  if  he  had,  as  had  been  charged 
against  him,  ever  used  such  an  expression  in  the 
heat  of  the  moment,  he  would  now  retract  it.  He 
was  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  Yankees  would 
never  vote  for  the  abolilion  of  slavery, if  they  could 
gain  any  profit  by  continuing  it. 

He  was  not  pleased  with  the  bill,  but  he  did  not 
say  he  would  not  vote  for  it.  He  represented  the 
sunny  South,  and  the  generous  influences  which 
governed  that  region  would  have  their  effect  on  his 


course.  He  was  willing  to  admit  these  new  States 
immediately,  as  he  believed  that  they  would  be- 
come cotton-growing  and  slave  States.  Next  to 
that,  he  was  disposed  to  take  the  iVlissouri  com- 
promise, as  proposed  to  be  amended,  by  leaving  the 
people  below  36°  30'  to  take  their  own  course.- 
Thirdly,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise, as  proposed  to  be  amended  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Underwood,]  This  he  pre- 
ferred to  the  present  compromise. 

He  adverted  to  the  present  condition  of  (he 
world.  We  live  in  a  peculiar  age,  in  the  midst  of 
momentous  occurrences.  Agitation  v/as  rife  in 
every  part  of  the  world.  In  Ireland,  a  struggle 
was  going  on  under  more  irnfavorable  circum- 
stances. He  referred  to  the  trial  of  Mitchell,  and 
to  the  definition  of  slavery  by  Curran;  and  staled 
that  under  this  bill  the  Territories  would  not  enjoy 
a  free  Government. 

He  objected  to  the  compromise,  because  it  did 
not  eslaljlish  a  Republican  Government  in  Califor- 
nia and  New  Mexico;  and  he  considered  it  a  vio- 
lation of  the  spirit  of  one  of  the  articles  of  the 
treaty  with  Mexico.  The  power  was  vested  in  a 
few  persons,  and  the  rncrease  of  the  appointment 
might  read  to  difficulty.  Suppose  the  President 
should  appoint  slaveholders  to  these  offices,  there 
would  be  more  uproar  in  that  Wilmot  proviso  Bed- 
lam— the  North — than  had  ever  been  heard  before. 
Suppose  he  should  appoint  a  majority  of  these 
officers  from  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  line, 
then  we  are  gone — gone,  not  by  a  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  but  by  a  sudden  death — and  hs 
feared  that  there  would  be  but  litlle  lamentaiion 
over  us.  Again,  he  contended  that  slavery  could 
not  exist  without  legislative  protection.  If  a  man 
should  take  a  hundred  slaves  into  one  of  these 
foreiijn  Territories,  and  they  should  be  disposed 
to  rebel  against  him,  what  law  is  there  to  which 
he  can  appeal.  And  suppose  a  man  comes  to  steal' 
his  slaves,  to  carry  them  to  the  Pacific,  and  the 
owner  threatens  to  appeal  to  the  law;  he  will  be 
answered,  y"u  can  do  nothing — there  is  no  law  in> 
the  case.  There  are  many  in  his  section  of  coun- 
try disposed  to  emigrate  to  California;  but  there 
was  not  one  who  would  be  such  a  dolt  as  to  carry 
a  slave  there,  because  he  could  not  hold  him,  in 
consequence  of  the  hands  of  the  local  authorities 
being  tied  up,  so  that  they  could  not  interfere  on 
the  subyect  of  slavery. 

He  then  made  an  attack  on  the  language  used 
by  the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Corwin]  as  to  the 
question.  As  to  what  he  had  said  about  the  Mex- 
ican war,  it  was  the  old  story  which  we  had  heard 
over  and  over  again.  That  Senator  had  before 
spoken  on  the  subject,  and  had  given  great  joy  to 
the  hearts  of  Mexicans.  It  had  been  denounced 
by  his  constituents,  was  burned  in  effigy,  and  dis- 
avowed in  public  meetings  in  his  own  State.  He 
trusted  that  the  speech  of  yesterday  was  intended 
as  a  comic  exhibition,  for  he  could  not  seriously  so 
speak  when  he  reflected  on  the  bloody  corses  of 
his  fellow-countrymen  bleaching  on  Mexican  soil. 
Such  language  would  not  be  tolerated  in  the  as- 
semblies of  Greece  or  Rome,  and  that  Senator 
knew  it.  Even  Cicero  himself  would  have  drawn 
on  himself  the  indignation  of  the^Romans,  highly 
as  he  was  honored  by  them  as  their  most  splendid 
orator. 

He  then  remarked  on  the  statement  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  that  he  would  not  vote  for  General 
Taylor  were  he  not  assured  that  he  would  not  put 
his  veto  on  the  Wilmot  proviso,  quoting  from  some 
of  the  southern  papers  to  show  that  his  aid  was 
calculated  on  to  put  down  that  measure  should  it 
be  presented  to  him. 

He  concluded  with  expressing  his  intention  to 
vote  for  the  bill,  notwithstanding  his  objections  to 
the  bill,  should  his  friends  still  consider  it  as  essen- 
tial to  the  security  of  the  interests  of  the  South. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  took  the  floor  to  define  his 
position.  He  denied  that  Congress  had  any  power 
over  the  Territories  which  was  not  restricted  by 
the  municipal  regulations  existing  there.  All  that 
had  been  said  on  the  other  side  originated  in  a 
misconception  of  the  meaning  of  what  is  called  a 
Territorial  Government,  which,  as  was  stated  once 
by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  was  a  mere  police 
control.  The  power  of  Congress  is  represented 
as  supreme,  arbitrary,  uncontrolled.  It  is  alleged 
that  Congress  can  abolish  shivery  in  the  Territo- 
ries. He  adverted  to  a  small  volume,  |)ublislied 
in  1775,  containing  the  correspondence  between 
Jonathan  Sewell  and  John  Adams,  in  which  pre- 
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cisely  the  same  arguments  were  found  to  be  used 
by  tlie  Tories  of  that  day,  that  Great  Britain  had 
a  right  to  legislate  for  the  American  colonies, 
which  are  now  used  in  leference  to  these  Territo- 
ries by  Senators  on  the  other  side.  Tiie  Whigs  of 
1776  did  not  deny  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to 
legislate  for  the  colonies  in  all  matters  relative  to 
foreign  matters,  but  they  did  deny  her  right  to  put 
her  foot  on  the  soil  of  the  colonies  and  to  interfere 
with  their  local  sovereignty. 

We  seem  to  have  forgotten  the  rights  of  Cali- 
fornia. It  was  not  so  in  the  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  where  there  were  found  a  Chatham,  a 
Fox,  and  others,  to  stand  up  and  assert  the  rights 
of  the  colonies,  and  to  deny-  the  right  of  Great 
Britain  to  impose  a  tax  on  them.  He  would  not 
be  one  to  aid  in  the  usurpation  of  rights  in  these 
Territories  for  which  we  had  no  authority.  He 
would  not  deny  the  right  of  Congress  to  adopt  po- 
lice, municipal  regulations.  We  had  no  right  to 
interfere  with  the  sovereignty  of  these  Territories. 
Slavery  might  be  a  very  good  or  a  very  bad  insti- 
tution; but  Congress  had  no  control  over  it.  He 
stated,  that  when,  early  in  life,  he  was  sent  to 
Florida  as  a  federal  officer,  he  very  soon  resigned 
the  office,  assigning,  in  his  letter  of  resignation, 
as  his  reason,  that  he  could  not  reconcile  it  to  his 
own  feelings  or  to  his  principles  to  hold  an  office  in 
the  appointment  of  the  incumbent  of  which  the 
people  of  that  Territory  had  no  participation. 

He  stated  his  intention  to  append  to  his  speech, 
when  published,  some  extracts  from  the  volume 
on  his  desk,  in  illustration  of  these  remarks.  He 
read  a  number  of  letters  from  Mr.  Madison,  Mr. 
Monroe,  and  other  distinguished  men,  whose  views 
coincided  with  his  own. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  and  Mr.  BERRIEN  made 
some  explanations. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  address 
the  Sei'iate,  and,  after  proceeding  for  a  short  time, 
yielded  the  floor,  about  7  o'cloc^k;  and 

Mr.  MANGUM  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
ihis  motion,  and  they  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Badjjer,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Benton, 
Berrien,  Braillmry,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Cor- 
win,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dix,  Dodge,  Greene,  Hamlin, 
Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Lewis,  Man- 
Kum,  Metcalfe,  Niles,  Phelps,  Spruance,  Underwood,  Up- 
hain.  Walker,  Westcott,  and  Yulee— 30. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Borland,  Breese,  Briglit,  Davis  of 
Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Douglas,  Felch,  Fitzgerald,  Foote, 
Hannegan,  Houston,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  King, 
Mason,  Rusk,  Sebastian,  and  Turney — 19. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Wednesday,  July  26,  1848. 

The  Jou  rnal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  rose  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion, and  moved  the  usual  resolution  to  close  all 
debate  in  Com_mittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  at'tvVo  o'clock  this  day,  on  the  bill  to 
establish  the  Territorial  Government  of  Oregon; 
and  on  this  resolution  Mr.  W.  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  talkie. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  thereupon  asked  the 
yeas  and  nays;  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HILL  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

On  this  motion  Mr.  BURT  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being  taken, 
resulted  as  follows:  Yeas  51-,  nays  112. 

So  the  House  refused  to  order  a  call. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Houston  to  lay  the  resolution  to  limit  the 
debate  upon  the  table,  it  was  taken  by  yeas  and 
nays,  and  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  86, 
nays  88. 

Mr.  RHETT  rose  and  inquired  if  it  was  in 
order  to  move  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  ? 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  was  not,  the  previous 
question  having  been  seconded. 

Mr.  RHETT  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to  move 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table.' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative,  the 
question  having  just  been  taken,  and  no  vote  in- 
tervened. 

Mr.  RHETT  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to  move 
a  call  of  the  House? 


The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative,  the 
previous  question  having  been  seconded. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  rose,  and,  having 
ascertained  that  his  vote  was  recorded  in  the  nega- 
tive, (with  the  majority,)  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  just  taken,  by  which  the  House  had  refused 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table. 

Mr.  DANIEL  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered;  and,  being  taken,  resulted:  Yeas 
89,  nays  91. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  reconsidering 
the  vote  by  which  the  House  refused  to.  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table;  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative:  Yeas  89,  nays  88. 

The  vote  being  reconsidered — 

The  question^  was  then  put  on  laying  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table,  and  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative:  Yeas  96,  nays  90. 

YEAS — Messrs.  Adams,  Atkinson,  Barringer,  Bayly, 
Bealc,  Bediiiger,  Birdsall,  Bocock,  Bowdnn,  Bowlin,  Boyd, 
William  G.  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Buck- 
ncr,  l?urt,  Cabell,  Canby,  Cathcart,  Clapp,  Franklin  Clark, 
Howell  Cobt),  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cristield,  Crozier, 
Cummins,  Daniel,  Dickinson,  Donnell,  Featlierston,  Fick- 
lin,Flournoy,  Frencli,  Fries,  Fulton, Goggin,  Green,  Wi Hard 
P.  Hall,  Hammoiis,  Haralson,  HJtrmanson,  H&rris,  Haskell, 
Henley,  Hill,  Isaac  E.  Holmes,  George  S.  Houston,  Joseph 
R.  Ingersoll,  Iverson,  Jameson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Robert  W. 
Johnson,  G.  W.  Jones,  Kennon,  La  Sere,  Ligon,  Lumpkin, 
McClelland,  McClernand,  McDowell,  McKay,  Job  Mann, 
Miller,  Morris,  Mullin,  Outlaw,  Peck',  Pettit,  Peyton,  Pres- 
ton, Rhett,  Richardson,  Richey,  Robinson,  Roekhill,  Root, 
Sawyer,  Sehenck,  Shepperd,  Simpson,  Sims,  Stanton,  Chas. 
E.  Stuart,  Thomas,  Jaiups  TlH)mpson,  Jacob  'i'hompson, 
R.  W.Thompson,  John  B.  Thompson,  Robert  A.  Thompson, 
William  Thompson,  Tom|)kins,  Venable,  Wallace,  Wiley, 
Williams,  and  Woodward — 96. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Ashmuu,  Belcher,  Blancliard, 
Boydon,  Butler,  Chapman, Clingman,  Cocke,  Collamer,  Col- 
lins, Conger,  Cranston,  Darling,  Dickey,  Dixon,  Daniel 
Duncan,  Diinn,Eckert,Edwards,Euihree,  Alexander  Evans, 
Nathan  Evans,  Faran,  Farrelly,  Fisher,  Gentry,  Giddings, 
Gott,  Gregory,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Nallian  K.  Hall,  Moses  Hamp- 
ton, Henry,  Eliijs  B.  Holnu^s,  John  W.  Houston,  Hubbard, 
Hudson,  Irvin,  Jenkins,  John  W.  Jones,  Kellogg,  Thomas 
B.  King,  Daniel  P.  King,  Lahm,  W.  T.  Lawrence,  Sidney 
Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Lord,  Lynde,  Maclay,McIlvaine,  Hor- 
ace Mann,  Marsli,  Marvin,  Morehead,  Nelson,  Nicoil,  Pal- 
frey, Peaslee,  Pendleton,  Petrie,  Pollock,  Putnam,  Reynolds, 
Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Roman,  Rose,  Riimsey, 
St.  John,  Sherrill,  Silvester,  Slingerland,  Smart,  Caleb  B. 
Smith,  Truman  Smith, 'Sttirkweather,  Stephens,  Strohm, 
Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Thibodeaux,  Thurston,  Tuck,  Van  Dyke, 
.Vinton,  VVarren,  and  Wentworth — 90. 

So  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  for 
the  payment  of  liquidated  claims  against  Mexico, 
reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  with  an 
amendment.     Committed. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  recon- 
sider a  vote  of  the  House,  given  yestei-day,  to  lay 
on  the  table  a  report  and  resolution  for  abolishing 
the  five-minutes  rule,  (the  rule  which  allows  every 
member  moving  an  amendment  to  a  pending  bill 
five  minutes  to  explain  its  nature  and  de&fgn.) 

Mr.  McClelland  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
to  reconsider  upon  the  table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COBB  rose  to  a  privileged  motion,  and 
moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday,  adopt- 
ing a  joint  resolution  providing  that  business  re- 
maining unfinished  at  the  close  of  the  first  session 
of  any  Congi-ess,  be  revived  at  the  opening  of  the 
second  session,  so  as  to  take  it  up  and  go  on  with 
it  fi-om  the  point  at  which  it  was  laid  down. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  hoped  it  would  not  be  re- 
considered, and  moved  to  lay  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Cobb  upon  the  table.  Mr.  R.  observed  that  the 
rule  which  had  been  adopted  was  a  most  salutary 
one. 

Mr.  COBB  said  it  was  the  worst  rule  that  had 
ever  been  made. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  dernanded  on  laying 
the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the  table,  and  it 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  128,  nays  50. 
So  the  reconsideration  was  negatived.  . 

CLAIMS  ON  MEXICO. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Morehead,  of 
Kentucky,  in  the  chair.) 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  cominittee 
took  up  the  Senate  bill  for  the  payment  of  liqui- 
dated claims  against  Mexico. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  reported 
an  amendment  to  this  hill,  which  proposed  to 
strike  out  the  second  section  and  insert  a  new 
Bection . 


The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  hill  was  then  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to 
the  House. 

TERRITORY  OF  OREGON. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  Territorial  Government 
in  Oregon  wa.s  then  taken  up. 

Mr.  WALLACE,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor, 
addressed  the  committee  in  a  constitutional  argu- 
ment against  the  power  of  Cong>-ess  to  impair  the 
right  of  property  in  slaves,  and  exposing  the  agi- 
tations of  northern  abolitionists  as  a  species  of 
madness,  incompatible  with  any  just  sense  of  pa- 
triotic duty. 

Mr.  CROWELL  followed,  in  a  general  speech 
on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

Mr.  C.  having  concluded — 

Mr.  IVERSON  obtained  the  floor,  and  spoke  on 
the  genei-al  subject  of  slavery,  alleging  the  insecu- 
rity of  tru.sting  to  northern  comproiTiises;  contend- 
ing that  both  the  Whig  candidates  were  unsound 
on  this  question,  and  arguing  the  hopelessness  of 
the  cause  of  the  South  in  the  event  of  their  suc- 
ces.s. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  Senate 
bill  for  payment  of  liquidated  claims  against  Mex- 
ico, as  amended,  and  progress  on  the  Oregon  bill. 

The  ainendment  to  the  Senate  bill  for  the  pay- 
ment of  liquidated  claims  against  Mexico  was  read 
and  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  was  passed. 

Whereupon,  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  July  26,  1848. 

Mr.  HUNTER  presented  a  memorial  from  P. 
M.  Butler,  Cherokee  agent,  asking  for  the  settle- 
ment of  his  accounts,  on  principles  of  equity; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Conamittee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  reported  House  bill  for  the 
relief  of  certain  surviving  widows  of  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Skelton  Fel- 
ton,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  also,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, made  an  adverse  report  on  House  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  H.  Warren. 

Mr.  RUSK,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  moved  that  the  committee 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
memorial  of  Jones  and  Boker. 

Mr.  RUSK  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary AflTairs,  moved  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged fi-om  the  further  consideration  of  a  memo- 
rial from  Tennessee  in  relation  to  increase  of  the 
pay  of  private  soldiers. 

Mr.  HALE  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  furnish 
the  Senate  with  an  account  of  the  gross  amount  paid  and 
allowed  each  officer,  or  person  whose  name  appears  in  the 
Army  Register  for  the  current  year;  and  also,  to  inlbrm  the 
Senate  why  said  information  is  not  contained  in  the  Army 
Register  for  the  present  year,  agreeably  to  the  requirements 
of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  passed  the 
16th  February,  1843. 

Mr.  KING,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  granting 
to  the  State  of  Alabama  the  right  of  way  and  a 
donation  of  public  lands  for  making  a  railroad  from 
Mobile  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

TERRITORIAL  BILL. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  submitted  a  resolution,  that 
the  Senate  do  this  day  take  a  recess  from  four  to 
five  o'clock,  p.  m.  Mr.  H.  modified  itby  substitu- 
ting from  "  four  to  six." 

Ml-.  BERRIEN  thought  the  resolution  very- 
well  as  it  was;  one  hour  was  sufficient. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  wished  to  give  time  to  those 
who  lived  at  a  distance  from  the  Capitol,  and  he 
did  not  think  two  hours  too  long  a  pei-iod,  but  he 
would  modify  it  so  as  to  read  from  "  four  to  half- 
past  five." 

Mr.  BENTON  desired  to  inquire  if  the  resolu- 
tion was  offered  with  a  view  to  a  night  session; 
for  if  so,  he  should  oppose  it.  It  was  bad  enough 
to  be  licie  all  day  during  the  dog-days,  without 
adding  in  the  "  dog  nights;"  besides  being  subject- 
ed to  the  ellluvia  arising  from  unpleasant  gas. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  aaid  his  sole  object  was  to- 
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have  some  disposition  made  of  this  bill,  in  order 
that  the  session  might  be  brought  to  a  close.  Ac- 
cording to  present  appearances,  it  seemed  as  if  the 
session  was  about  to  reverse  the  order  of  nature, 
"  that  all  earthly  things  must  have  an  end."  It 
was  not  likely  that  this  bill  would  be  disposed  of 
without  a  night  session,  and  we  might  as  well  sit 
to-night  as  to-morrow  night. 

Mr.  UPHAM  said,  if  it  was  intended  to  press 
this  important  measure  through  with  such  precip- 
itancy, it  was  the  most  extraordinary  course  he 
Jiad  ever  witnessed.  No  Senator  could  be  more 
desirous  than  himself  to  bring  the  session  to  a 
close;  but  he  owed  it  to  his  constituents  and  to 
himself  to  give  his  views  on  the  bill.  He  had  not 
been  very  eager  to  obtain  the  floor,  for  he  always 
felt  a  reluctance  to  enter  into  a  competition  to  catch 
the  attention  of  the  Chair,  and,  therefore,  others 
had  obtained  the  opportunity,  when  he  desired  to 
speak.  He  thought  it  hard,  however,  that  while 
some  of  the  friends  of  the  measure  liad  spoken 
twice  and  thrice,  he  should  be  compelled  to  ad- 
dress the  Senate  in  the  evening,  when  every  man 
was  worn  down  and  exhausted.  His  state  of  health 
did  not  permit  him  to  do  this.  He  did  not  often 
address  the  Senate,  and  when  he  did,  it  was  with 
great  brevity.  To  others  he  had  listened  with 
great  pleasure,  and  he  did  not  think  it  unreason- 
able, if  he  claimed  for  liimself  a  hearing  on  a  sub- 
ject of  such  great  importance,  in  which  not  only 
his  own  constituents,  but  the  whole  of  the  non- 
slaveholding  community,  were  so  deeply  inter- 
ested. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  hoped  that  his  friend  from 
Vermont  would  have  ample  opportunity  to  ad- 
dress the  Senate  during  the  day.  He  was  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  there  was  no  disposition  among 
the  friends  of  the  bill  to  prevent  any  Senator  from 
being  heard.  But  it  was  very  desirable  to  have 
the  bill  disposed  of  in  one  way  or  another,  and 
without  delay.  Congress  had  been  already  in  ses- 
sion nearly  eight  months,  and  every  one  must  see 
the  propriety  of  bringing  it  to  a  close.  He  ex- 
pressed his  willingness  to  vote  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MANGUM  asked  if  it  was  reasonable  that 
a  question  of  such  immense  magnitude,  and  which 
was  presented  to  Congress  in  an  entirely  new  as- 
pect, should  be  thus  precipitated  to  a  decision. 
There  was  great  interest  and  excitement  through- 
out the  whole  country,  in  relation  to  this  subject; 
and  he  should  exceedingly  regret  to  see  it  pressed 
through  when  the  Senate  was  in  a  complete  state 
of  exhaustion.  Many  members  were  in  an  en- 
feebled state  of  health,  and  could  not  endure  a  late 
Bitting;  and  to  urge  the  measure,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, seemed  to  be  a  denial  of  their  rights. 
It  wag  very  well  to  say  it  was  desirable  to  termi- 
nate the  session,  and  all  that — and  all  that!  But 
he  would  say  to  Senators,  there  was  a  prodigious 
excitement  throughout  the  country,  and  we  shall 
be  held  responsible  for  the  consequences  of  haste 
or  error.  Still,  he  was  ready  to  acquiese  in  the 
decision  of  the  Senate;  but  he  would  again  suggest 
that  it  would  be  unwise  to  precipitate  the  measure, 
without  allowing  proper  time  for  deliberation  and 
discussion. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  contended  that  this  was  no 
new  principle  which  was  under  consideration.  It 
was  the  same  that  had  been  before  the  country  for 
three  years.  The  subject  had  been  exhausted, 
and  he  was  exhausted,  and  he  thought  the  Senate 
must  be  wearied. 

Mr.  NILES  said,  he  supposed  this  resolution 
constituted  a  part  of  the  much  tnlked-of  compro- 
mise, in  which  the  bill  was  said  to  have  been 
framed.  It  was  all  of  apiece — a  compromise  en- 
tirely for  the  benefit  of  one  party,  while  the  other 
was  to  take  nothing.  One  party  here,  relying  on 
its  numerical  strength,  had  magnanimously  come 
to  a  conclusion  that  no  one  should  be  permitted  to 
debate  the  question,  except  those  who  were  friendly 
to  the  bill;  and  in  this  s[)irit,  even  on  the  day  when 
tlie  bill  was  introduced,  it  was  altoin[)ted  to  press 
it  through.  Now,  he  believed  it  was  the  usual 
practice,  whenever  a  majority  had  determined  to 
])ush  a  bill  through,  and  "  to  sit  it  out,"  that  they 
carefully  refrained  from  taking  any  part  in  the  de- 
bate themselves. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me.'  I  withdraw  the  resolution.  I  withdraw  it, 
sir.  Anything  to  slop  debate,  and  prevent  further 
delay. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  then  moved  that  the  Senate 
reauntie  the  consideration  of  the  Territorial  bill;  and 


the  motion  being  agreed  to,  the  Senate  resumed  the 
debate  on  the  bill. 

The  question  pending  being  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Hale,  to  strike  from  the  fifth  section  the  words 
"  free  white" — 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  who  had  the 
floor,  yielded  for  a  moment,  and — 

Mr.  WALKER  gave  notice  of  an  amendment 
which  he  proposed  to  ofl^er  to  the  sixth  section, 
which  was,  to  strike  out  the  words  "nor  shall  the 
lands  or  other  property  of  non-residents  be  taxed 
higher  than  the  lands  or  other  property  of  resi- 
dents." 

Mr.  JOHNSON  resumed,  in  explanation  of  cer- 
tain amendments  which  he  intended  to  offer,  and 
in  illustration  of  his  views  generally  on  the  subject. 
He  was  not  disposed  to  vote  for  the  bill,  unless  he 
could  be  perfectly  satisfied  that  the  cases  of  appeal 
could  be  brought  to  the  Supreme  Court.  The  first 
twenty  sections  of  the  bill  relate  to  the  Territory 
of  Oregon,  the  next  seven  refer  to  California,  and 
the  remaining  nine  concern  New  Mexico.  He 
drew  a  distinction  between  the  Territory  of  Oregon 
and  the  other  Territories,  as  to  the  character  of 
their  jiopulalion.  Oregon  was  already  a  portion 
of  the  old  Confederacy,  peopled  by  citizens  either 
natives  of  the  United  States,  or  well  acquainted 
with  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  country.  He 
went  on  to  remark  on  the  provisions  in  the  bill  for 
the  government  of  these  difilsrent  Territories,  legis- 
lative ar.d  judicial.  The  powers  of  these  depart- 
ments he  thought  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  The 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  being  a  common  law  writ, 
it  may  be  issued  by  any  of  the  judges. 

It  was  owing  to  the  dift'erences  of  opinion  in  the 
Senate  as  to  the  existence  of  the  power  in  Congress 
to  control  the  question  of  slavery  that  the  subject 
was  referred  to  the  special  committee,  with  a  view 
to  a  compromise.  It  became  necessary  to  report 
a  bill  embracing  all  the  Territories,  which  had  met 
with  the  disapproval  of  a  portion  of  the  Senate. 
It  was  to  quiet  the  agitation  which  shakes  the 
country  to  its  centre,  that  the  question  was  referred 
to  a  committee  to  prepare  a  compromise. 

If  a  stranger  was  now  to  come  among  us  and  to 
be  told  that  we  had  three  millions  of  slaves  in  our 
midst,  and  that  this  question  which  now  agitates 
the  Senate  was  as  to  the  propriety  of  uniting  in  a 
reference  of  all  the  difficulties  arising  out  of  such  a 
condition  of  things  to  our  common  Constitution,  he 
would  be  struck  aghast  at  the  idea  that  there  were 
some  who  were  opposed  to  the  proposition.  He 
(Mr.  J.)  thought  the  step  taken  the  wisest  that 
could  have  been  selected.  He  had  intended,  how- 
ever, had  he  not  been  anticipated  by  the  Senator 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Bright,]  to  submit  an  amend- 
ment adopting  the  line  of  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise. 

He  glanced  at  the  course  taken  by  the  Senators 
who  had  spoken  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  and  stated 
that  the  tone  in  which  their  opinions  were  given 
proved  that  they  were  honest,  and  ready  to  sup- 
port their  sentiments  to  the  death,  and  that  it  was 
insulting  to  the  South,  although  any  intention  to 
insult  was  distincily  disavowed.  The  stand  which 
the  North  had  taken  from  the  first  was  too  insult- 
ing to  the  South  to  permit  any  prospect  of  union; 
and  it  was  in  this  state  of  things  that  the  commit- 
tee was  appointed  and  the  bill  reported,  this  being 
the  only  mode  in  which  they  could  hope  for  any 
extrication  from  this  difficulty.  He  made  a  sharp 
criticism  on  the  language  he  attributed  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Corwin,]  that  a  majority  of 
the  Supreme  Court  coming  from  the  South,  would 
be  likely  to  vote  one  way. 

Mr.  CORWIN  explained  this  expression  attrib- 
uted to  him,  which  he  disavowed  in  its  ofiensive 
sense,  and  expressed  his  high  respect  for  the  mem- 
bers of  that  tribunal. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  resumed,  asserting  that  this 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  was  the  only  amica- 
ble mode  of  adjusting  a  question  which  threatened 
the  honor  and  the  interests  of  the  South.  He  did 
not  speak  as  a  slave  owner;  he  did  not  hold  a 
slave,  and  he  never  expected  to  hold  one.  The 
few  he  once  had  came  to  him  by  inheritance,  and 
he  had  long  since  manumitted  them.  He  was  glad 
he  had  done  so  then,  for  the  interference  of  the 
abolitionists  would  have  prevented  him  from  doing 
it  now.  He  cared  not  what  elTect  this  movement 
might  have  upon  the  political  prospects  of  either 
of  the  candidates  for  the  Presidency,  so  that  an 
amicable  and  permanent  adjustment  of  the  contro- 
versy on  this  subject  might  be  produced.     There 


was  no  way  so  likely  to  be  satisfactory  as  the  ref- 
erence of  the  matter  to  the  Supreme  Court.  Ex- 
citable as  southern  men  are  reputed  to  be,  they  had 
on  this  question  acted  with  a  moderation  which 
proved  that  their  character  had  been  misunder- 
stood. They  were  mostly  slaveholders,  and  they 
had  sat  in  silence  while  one  Senator  had  charged 
them  with  being  Hotspurs  in  human  flesh;  while 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  had  said  that  the  institution 
of  slavery  had  its  origin  in  blood,  and  rapine,  and 
robbery.  That  Senator  had  gone  so  far  as  to  say 
that  if  the  slaveholders  were  not  damned,  it  would 
be  not  because  they  did  not  merit  it,  but  that  God 
in  his  mercy  would  pardon  them  for  their  igno- 
rance, because  they  knew  not  what  they  did. 

Mr.  CORWIN  said  he  was  satisfied  that  he  had 
used  no  such  expression.  He  had  spoken  at  great 
disadvantage,  but  his  memory  held  no  such  lan- 
guage. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  persisted  that  language  of  this 
kind,  or  something  very  like  it,  had  been  used.  It 
struck  his  ear  too  painfully  for  him  to  mistake. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  said  the  words,  as  they  struck 
his  ear,  were  to  the  effect  that  slaveholders  would 
be  punished  but  for  their  ignorance — they  knew 
not  what  they  did. 

Mr.  CORWIN  said  he  might  have  used  some 
such  expression  as  to  slave-dealers,  but  certainly 
not  to  slaveholders. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  expressed  himself  perfectly 
satisfied. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  rejoiced  that  the  painful  im- 
pression had  been  removed  from  his  mind.  He 
then  proceeded  to  sliow,t}iat  from  the  character  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  he  was  sure  the  compromise 
in  this  particular  would  be  acquiesced  in  by  the 
country.  He  adduced  the  fact,  that  while  states- 
men, politicians  were  found  differing  on  a  subject, 
the  Supreme  Court  was  unanimous.  On  the  sub- 
ject of  the  right  of  a  State  to  levy  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnagCj  advocated  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  would  be  unanimous 
against  him.  On  the  question  of  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  United  States  Bank,  while  Congress 
was  deciding  one  vvay,  the  court  was  unanimously 
the  other  way.  The  members  of  the  Supreme 
Court  were  not  politicians.  They  were  born  in  a 
different  atmosphere,  and  they  addressed  them- 
selves to  different  hearers.  Politicians  were  al- 
ways differing  and  disputing — one  taking  this  side 
of  a  question,  and  another  taking  an  opposite  view, 
all  equally  honest.  How  desirable,  then,  in  a  case 
of  such  importance  as  this,  to  call  in  a  third  party, 
rather  than  that  we  should  be  driven  to  despair — 
above  all,  to  bloodshed.  We  are  ready  to  yield 
enough;  do  not  ask  for  more.  It  ought  not  to  be 
expected  that  the  South  shall  surrender  all  that  is 
dear  to  her,  and  do  the  bidding  of  the  North.  Ten 
thousand  times  rather  would  her  children  yield 
their  lives.  They  are  witling  to  adopt  the  appeal 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  if  the  decision  of  that 
court  be  against  them,  they  will  be  satisfied. 

He  was  not  the  advocate  of  slavery  itself;  he 
never  had  been  so.  He  would  rejoice  to  see  the 
institution  at  an  end;  and  it  was  with  sincere  re- 
gret he  admitted  that  it  was  the  agitation  which 
had  been  stirred  up  in  the  North  wliich  had  alone 
prevented  the  friends  of  freedom  from  emanci- 
pating the  slaves  in  Maryland.  He  alluded  to 
Connecticut,  from  which  State  the  compromise 
was  opposed,  as  having  scarcely  become  a  free 
State. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  stated  that  there  had  been  but 
a  very  few  slaves  there. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  Connecticut,  then,  only  sinned 
a  little.  As  he  understood  it,  they  kept  them  until 
they  became  too  old  for  use,  and  died  out.  The 
Senator  from  Connecticut  might  then  have  a  little 
charity  for  Maryland. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  said  he  had  a  great  deal. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said,  a  great  deal,  indeed.  She 
would  take  all,  and  allow  nothing  to  the  other  side. 
So  in  Ohio,  where  free  negroes  were  treated  as 
slaves. 

[A  sort  of  colloquial  debate  took  place,  in  which 
Mr.  BALDWIN,  Mr.  DIX,  Mr.  JOHNSON, 
Mr.  DOUGLAS,  and  Mr.  DAYTON,  took  part, 
which  could  only  be  partially  heard.] 

Mr.  JOHNSON  resumed.  The  Senator  from 
Ohio  had  comjilained  that  California  was  three 
thousand  miles  from  Washington,  and  no  slave 
could  find  means  to  employ  a  lawyer  to  carry  up 
his  case.    He  would  reply  to  this,  that  there  could 
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not  be  found  in  the  whole  southern  bar  a  lawyer 
who  would  not  gratuitously  give  his  services  to  a 
black  man,  to  free  him  from  slavery,  where  there 
was  a  reasonable  ground  for  the  application.  He 
also  referred  to  the  readiness  of  judges  to  decide  in 
favor  of  the  slave.  And  he  believed  that  if  this 
bill  should  pass,  there  would  be  always  found  at 
the  southern  bar  members  who  would  be  ready  to 
Bue  out  the  freedom  of  slaves  who  were  entitled  to 
it.  The  question  whether  a  slave  owner  is  entitled 
to  carry  his  slaves  into  the  Territory,  will  be  de- 
cided on  the  first  appeal;  and  that  will  decide  the 
matter  in  every  future  case  which  can  arise.  The 
question  rises  above  party  and  sectional  consid- 
erations. It  assumes  the  character,  and  dignity, 
and  importance  of  a  national  one. 

Mr.  BADGER  then  obtained  the  floor,  and 
'  commenced  with  an  expression  of  hissincere  regret 
that  the  Senator  who  had  charge  of  this  bill, should 
have  started  with  an  assertion  that  it  was  to  be 
pressed  through  the  Senate  in  hot  haste.  Instead 
of  invoking  the  fullest  examination  of  the  bill,  and 
of  allowing  Senators  freely  to  discuss  it,  the  ques- 
tion was  pressed  on  an  exhausted  Senate.  Every 
motion  to  adjourn  was  constantly  resisted.  Even 
on  the  first  day  of  the  introduction  of  the  bill,  his 
friend  from  Delaware  had  voted  against  adjourn- 
ment, the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  demanded. 
And  on  Monday  evening,  when  his  friend  from 
Kentucky  desired  to  address  the  Senate,  and 
moved  an  adjournment,  the  same  course  was  pur- 
sued. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  reminded  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  that  he  had  last  night  suggested  an 
adjournment,  and  voted  for  it  to  enable  the  Senator 
from  Maryland  to  address  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BADGER  replied  that  this  was  a  different 
matter.  The  Senator  from  Maryland  was  about 
to  speak  in  defence  of  the  bill,  and  this  may  be  the 
reason  for  the  readiness  of  his  friend  from  Dela- 
ware to  adjourn.  He  repeated  that  every  effort 
had  been  made  to  press  this  question  on  an  ex- 
hausted Senate.  He  knew  no  reasen  for  thus 
pressing  a  question  of  such  importance.  There 
was  plenty  of  time  before  us.  He  was  as  desirous 
as  any  Senator  to  go  home  and  see  his  children; 
but  when  a  question  of  real  magnitude  was  before 
the  Senate,  he  was  willing  to  sit  here  until  full  and 
ample  time  had  been  given  for  its  examination — 
say  three  weeks  or  a  month,  or  more.  As  circum- 
stance now  stood,  he  should  go  at  some  length- 
into  the  reasons  he  had  to  assign  for  the  vote  he 
was  about  to  give. 

He  regarded  this  bill  as  a  complete  surrender  of 
the  rights  of  the  South;  and  on  this  point  he  ex- 
panded his  views  to  much  extent.  He  then  re- 
ferred to  the  course  taken  by  one  of  his  distin- 
guished colleagues  from  North  Carolina  in  the 
House,  in  which  that  gentleman  had  charged  him 
(Mr.  B.)  with  having  made  a  speech  which  he  had 
not  made,  and  which  speech  that  gentleman  had, 
with  great  industry,  circulated  through  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  him 
(Mr.  B.)  in  the  minds  of  his  constituents.  He 
went  on  to  set  that  matter  right,  for  the  purpose 
of  correcting  the  false  impression  made  by  that 
speech.  He  then  went  into  a  history  and  definition 
of  the  powers  granted  to  Congress  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, among  which  he  included  that  of  governing 
the  territory  ceded  to  us.  That  power  included 
either  the  introduction  or  the  abolition  of  slavery 
in  the  territories  ceded  to  us.  The  power  of  ac- 
quiring territory  has  been  sustained  by  the  decis- 
ions of  the  Supreme  Court;  and  the  acquisition  of 
territory  carries  with  it  the  power  to  govern  the 
territory,  and  the  power  to  govern  includes  the 
power  to  regulate  slavery. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  Mr.  BADCERmade 
copious  references  to  authorities,  which  he  quoted 
at  length  to  sustain  his  positions.  He  did  not  see 
why  a  time  may  not  come  when  we  shall  be 
obliged  to  hold  territory,  like  England,  in  China, 
or  some  other  country;  and  if  we  maintain  that  we 
have  a  right  to  introduce  negro  slavery  there,  we 
shall  be  obliged  to  show  some  authority  beyond 
our  own  wishes.  We  have  as  great  a  right  to 
acquire  territory  as  any  nation  or  republic  in 
the  world,  and  the  only  restraint  on  our  rule  is 
that  which  arises  from  our  own  convictions  as  to 
what  is  right  and  pioper.  It  is  supposed  by  some 
that  we  have  a  right  to  acquire  territory  only  for 
the  purpose  of  colonizing  our  slaves;  but  he  held 
that  we  had  as  much  right  to  acquire  it  for  a  per- 
petuity.   The  provisions  in  the  Constitution  which 


had  been  frequently  referred  to,  were  intended 
merely  to  limit  our  powers  with  reference  to  the 
States  of  the  Union;  but  in  relation  to  territories 
acquired  by  conquest  or  cession,  the  arm  of  the 
GovernmcHt  is  not  shortened  by  these  restrictions. 

When  the  Missouri  compromise  bill  came  to 
the  Senate  from  the  House,  it  contained  a  provis- 
ion excluding  slavery  from  the  South.  It  was 
amended  in  the  Senate  without  a  division,  and  a 
provision  was  introduced  containing  a  restriction 
on  slavery  in  the  North  and  the  West. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  had  always  the  im- 
pression that  Mr  Pinkney  (who  had  been  alluded 
to)  was  an  abolitionist.  He  had  addressed  a 
meeting  in  Hagerstown  in  favor  of  abolitionism. 

Mr.  BADGER  said  he  had  a  paper  before  him 
which  rebuked  that  charge.  Had  he  been  an  ab- 
olitionist, he  would  not  have  voted  as  he  did  on  the 
Missouri  compromise.  If  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  referred  to  Mr.  Pinkney 's  course  to  im- 
pugn his  authority,  he  referred  to  it  for  no  purpose. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  had  merely  referred  to 
it  as  a  fact. 

Mr.  BADGER  said,  it  was,  as  a  fact,  deserving 
of  record.  He,  as  a  representative  of  one  of  the 
southern  States,  was  called  on,  with  his  colleague, 
to  give  up  all  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  South. 
He  believed  negro  slavery  would  be  as  elfectually 
excluded  by  this  bill  as  if  the  Wilmot  proviso,  or 
any  other  bill,  had  passed.  He  had  a  respect  for 
the  Supreme  Court,  but  he  was  not  willing  to  leave 
the  decision  of  the  question  to  a  court,  so  large  a 
portion  of  which  were  opposed  to  slavery. 

Mr.  BUTLER  asked  the  Senator,  if  he  could 
point  out  a  mode  which  would  be  effectual,  in  case 
this  mode  of  appeal  should  fail .' 

Mr.  BADGER  said,  he  thought  he  could  very 
readily  do  so;  but  he  desired  now  to  go  on  with  his 
argument.  He  would  willingly  vote  for  this  bill, 
could  he  be  assured  that  it  would  be  productive 
of  peace  and  tranquillity  throughout  the  country. 
He  would  go  home  to  his  constituents,  one  of  the 
Old  Thirteen,  and  throw  himself  confidently  before 
them,  and  appeal  to  their  generous  patriotism.  But, 
believing  that  it  can  only  be  productive  of  new 
agitation,  he  could  not  reconcile  it  to  his  views  of 
propriety  to  vote  for  it.  He  believed  that  North 
Carolina  would  sustain  him  in  the  adoption  of  his 
own  views. 

Opinions  are  various  in  the  Senate  with  reference 
to  the  bill.  Some  were  willing  to  take  it  up  as  it 
is;  others  were  opposed  to  it.  He  thought  that 
the  question  ought  to  be  settled.  If  the  climate 
was  suited  to  the  productions  of  the  South,  he 
thought  it  ought  to  be  filled  with  a  population  from 
the  South. 

It  was  not  intended  to  introduce  slavery  in  the 
North.  We  are  called  on  to  legislate  on  a  great 
fact.  We  live  in  the  midst  of  three  millions  of 
slaves.  In  the  employment  of  these,  no  man  will 
use  them  where  they  are  unproductive  of  profit. 

He  stated  the  changes  which  Moses  made  in  the 
Jewish  laws,  and  that  he  was  compelled  to  adapt 
his  code  to  the  position  and  prejudices  of  the  people 
who  were  to  be  regulated  by  them.  He  advised 
us  to  adopt  the  same  wise  policy,  and  to  rely  on 
the  blessing  of  God  upon  our  success. 

He  concluded  with  asserting  that  he  would  be 
glad  to  be  convinced  of  the  futility  of  his  argu- 
ments, to  be  satisfied  that  he  entertained  wrong 
views;  but  while  he  felt  the  conviction  that  this 
bill  surrendered  the  views  of  the  South,  he  could 
not  vote  for  it.  Like  his  friend  from  Maryland, 
he  would  willingly  see  his  candidate  for  the  Pres- 
idency defeated,  rather  than  that  this  question 
should  not  be  settled.  Much  as  he  believed  that 
the  interests  of  the  country  were  connected  with 
the  success  of  that  candidate,  he  would  be  willing 
to  postpone  all  the  advantages  to  be  obtained  from 
his  success,  rather  than  that  the  settlement  of  this 
question  should  not  take  place. 

Mr.  BUTLER  spoke  nearly  three  hours,  but 
the  confusion  was  too  great  in  the  gallery  to  allow 
his  argument  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  DIX  then  obtained  the  floor,  and  com- 
menced with  a  defence  of  the  Stale  of  New  York 
against  the  charge  which  had  been  made  against 
her  of  refusing  to  surrender  fugitives  from  justice, 
claimed  under  a  requisition  from  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia. He  alleged  that  this  was  not  the  act  of  the 
State,  but  of  the  Governor.  He  read  the  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  the  Legislature,  of  which  he  was 
a  member,  which  condemned  the  course  of  the 
Governor.  He  defended  New  York  against  attacks 


which  had  been  levelled  against  her,  and  pointed 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  several  bright  pages 
in  her  political  history.  Of  her  social  character, 
her  love  and  patronage  of  the  arts,  her  system  of 
education,  and  all  her  great  works  of  internal  im- 
provement, it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  speak. 
Her  blood  was  mingled  with  that  of  the  sons  of 
the  Palmetto  State  on  the  fields  of  Mexico;  and 
the  recollection  of  this  union  in  death  ought  to  make 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  more  reluctant  to 
cast  reproach  on  New  York. 

Mr.  DIX  closed  his  speech  at  half-past  seven 
p.  m. 

Mr.  DAYTON  then  rose  to  address  the  Senate 
in  opposition  to  the  bill,  but  had  not  proceeded  far 
with  his  remarks  when  he  gave  way  to — 

Mr.  MANGUM,  who  moved  an  adjournment. 

Mr.  DAYTON  expressed  his  wiHintjness  to  pro- 
ceed. He  did  not  desire  an  adjournment  upon  his 
account. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  the 
motion  was  decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atcliision,  Bad^'tr,  Brilclwin,  Bell.  Benton, 
Cliiike,  Davis  of  Massachiiseits,  Dix,  Fdcli,  Mauguin, 
Mi'lcaU'e,  Miller,  Niles,  Pearce,  Spruance,  Underwood,  and 
Upliam— 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Berrien,  Borland,  Bright,  Butler, 
Calhoun,  Clayton,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dickinson, 
Dodge,  Douglas,  Downs,  Fitzgerald,  Footo,  Hale,  Hanriegan, 
Houston,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Johnson  of  Geor- 
aia,  Lewis,  Phelps,  Rusk,  Sebastian,  Sturgeon,  Turney, 
Walker,  VVtsicott,  and  Yulee— 30. 

Mr.  DAYTON  resumed,  and  concluded  his  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  UPHAM  followed  upon  the  same  side. 

Mr.  BELL  also  opposed  the  bill. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  delivered  an  argument  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  followed  in  opposition  to  the 
bill. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  at  one  o'clock  a.  m. ,  moved 
an  adjournment;  which'was  disagi-eed  to  by  yeas 
and  tiays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Badger,  Baldwin,  Clarke,  Corwin,  Davis 
of  Massachusetts,  Dayton,  Dix,  Greene,  Johnson  of  iMary- 
land,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Niles,  Phelps,  Spruance,  and  Under- 
wood— 15. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Berrien,  Bor- 
land, Breese,  Bright,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Clayion,  Davis  of 
Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Dodge,  Doualas,  Downs,  Felch, 
Fitzgerald,  Foote,  Hale,  Hannegan,  Houston,  Johnson  of 
Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  Mason,  Kusk,  Sehaslian,  Sturgeon, 
Turney,  Walker,  Westcott,  and  Yulee— 32. 

Mr.  BORLAND  addressed  the  Senate  at  con- 
siderable length. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  followed  in  an  earnest  defence 
of  the  bill;  when — 

Mr.  BALDWIN  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn; 
which  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Baldwin,  Dix,  Niles,  and  Upham— 4. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  AthertOTi,  Hadger,  Ber- 
rien, Borland,  Bradbury,  Breese,  Bright,  Butler,  Calhoun, 
Clayton,  Davis  of  Mississip|)i,  Dayton,  Dickinson,  Dodge, 
Douglas,  Downs,  Fek-h,  Fitzgerald,  Foote,  Greene,  Hale, 
Hamlin,  Hannegan,  Houston,  King,  Lewis.  Mason,  Miller, 
Phelps,  Rusk,  Sebastian,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  Underwood, 
Walker,  Westcott,  and  Yulee— 39. 

Mr.  NILES  addressed  the  Senate  for  some  half 
hour.  There  being  only  one  Senator  present  in 
his  seat,  he  moved  that  the  Senate  adjouin. 

It  was  then  two  a.  m.,  but  instantly  Senators 
rose  from  sofas  and  various  parts  of  the  lobby,  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded,  and  the  motion 
V7as  disagreed  to,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Badger,  Baldwin,  Dix,  Dodge,  Johnson  of 
Maryland,  Miller, Niles,  Phelps,  Spruance,  Underwood,  and 
Upham — 11. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Alherton,  Berrien,  Bor- 
land, Breese,  Bright,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Clarke,  Clayton, 
Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Douglas,  Downs,  Felch, 
Fitzgerald,  Foote,  Hale,  Hannegan,  Houston,  Johnson  of 
Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  Mason,  Rusk,  Sebastian,  Siurgeon, 
Turney,  Walker,  Westcott,  and  Vulee — 32. 

Mr.  NILES  then  proceeded  very  coolly  in  his 
remarks  until  he  closed. 

The  debate  was  further  continued  bv  Messrs. 
ATCHISON,  DICKINSON,  BRIGHT,  CAL- 
HOUN, and  others,  when  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  vote  on  the  amendments. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
thirty-seventh  section  by  inserting  after  the  words 
"And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  inhabitants 
of  said"  the  woi-ds  "Territories  of  Oregon,  New 
Mexico,  and  California,"  so  as  to  make  the  section 
read: 

.ind  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  inhabitants  of  said 
Territories  of  Oregon,  New  Mexico,  and  California  shall  be 
entilled  to  enjoy  all  ami  singular  the  rights,  privileges,  nnd 
advantages  granted  and  secured  to  the  people  ol  the  teriitory 
of  the  United  Slates  northwest  of  tlic  river  Ohio. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 
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Mr.  CLARKE  moved  to  amend  in  the  twenty- 
fourth  section  by  adding  after  the  words  "  United 
States,"  in  line  3G: 

And  in  all  cases  involving  the  personal  liberty  of  a  citizen 
of  said  J'errilnry,  or  any  person  re>idin^  tlierfiii,  an  appeal 
from  tlie  decision  of  the  snprenie  court  of  said  Territory,  or 
any  judi'i'  tliereof,  shall  be  allowed  directly  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  Stales. 

Mr.  C.  subsequently  withdrew  this  amendment. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
twenty-sixth  section,  by  inserting  after  the  word 
"slavery,"  in  line  lU,  tl\e  following: 

Or  to  repeal  the  laws  which  were  in  force  in  said  Territo- 
ry, when  formiiiKpart  of  the  Kcpnbhe  of  MeTiieo,  piobibiting 
slavery  or  iiivolnntary  slavery  tbeiein,  or  any  law  securing; 
the  personal  liberty  of  all  tiie  inhabitants  thereof,  but  such 
laws,  so  far  as  they  may  not  he  inconsistent  with  the  Consti- 
tution ol  the  United  Slates,  shall  be  and  remain  in  force  un- 
til repealed  by  Congress. 

Mr.  B.  made  some  remarks  in  favor  of  this 
amendment. 

The  question  WHS  then  taken,  and  the  amend- 
ment was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  CLARKE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
26th  section,  after  the  word  "slavery,"  by  adding: 

It  being  understood  and  <leclareil  that,  at  the  time  of  the 
cession  of  the  'J'erritories  of  Now  Mexico  and  Calitbrnia  by 
Mexico  to  iho  United  Slates,  slavery  and  involunlnry  servi- 
tude had  bjcii  aliiilished  by  the  laws  of  JMexicn,  and  did  not 
exist  tlierein  ;  and  that  the  laws  now  in  said  i'einlory  shall 
heand  remain  in  lull  force  until  territorial  le!;i>iatiires  shall 
be  lorm  'd  by  Congress,  with  authority  to  chunye  or  repeal 
tin;  same. 

This  amendment  was  also  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  WALKER  moved  to  amend  the  bill  in  the 
sixth  section  by  striking  out  the  words  "  nor  shall 
the  lands  or  other  property  of  non-residents  be 
taxed  higher  than  tlie  lands  or  other  property  of 
residents." 

Tliis  amendment  was  disagreed  to,  after  a  few 
woi-ds  from  Mr.  WALKER  in  explanation. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  amend  the  twelfth  sec- 
tion, which  provides  that  the  existing  laws  in 
Oregon  shall  continue  to  be  valid  for  three  monlhs 
alter  the  first  meeiing  of  the  Legislature,  by  stri- 
king out  the  words  "  ihree  monih;"  and  on  this 
motion  he  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atlicrton,  Baldwin.  Benton,  Brad- 
bury, Clarke,  Corvvin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  ]Jayton,Dix, 
D  lUge,  Felch,  Fiizgerald,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Miller, 
Nilfs,  Spruance,  Uphain,  and  Walker — 21. 

NAVS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Bell,  Berrien,  Borland' 
Br.:ese,  Bright,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Davis  of  Missis- 
sippi, Oickmson,  Douglas,  Downs,  Foots,  HanneMii, Hous- 
ton, llunter,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
Johnson  of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  Mangura,  Mason,  Met- 
calle,Ru-k,  Sella^t1aIl,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  UnderwoodjWest- 
cott,  and  Yiili;e — 'S3. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  the  following  as  the  37th  section: 

^nrf  ie  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
attorneys  for  said  Territories,  respectively,  on  the  complaint 
of  any  person  held  in  involiiniary  seiviludi' therein,  to  make 
application  in  his  behalf,  in  due  form  of  law,  to  the  court 
ni:xt  tliereafier  to  be  h(ildcn  in  said  'i'errilory,  for  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  to  be  directed  to  the  person  so  holding  such 
applicant  In  service,  as  aloresaid,  and  to  pursue  all  needlul 
miiasures  in  his  behalf;  and  if  the  decision  of  such  court 
shall  he  ailverse  to  such  application,  or  if,  in  the  return  of 
the  writ,  relief  sha  I  he  denied  to  the  applicant  on  the  ground 
that  he  is  a  slave  held  in  servitude  in  said  Territory,  said 
ultoriiey  shall  cause  an  appeal  to  be  taken  therefrom  ;  and 
the  record  of  all  the  procedings  in  the  casi  to  be  traiisinitted 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Slat(  s,  as  speedily  as 
may  be;  and  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  Alioriiey  General 
of  the  United  Slates,  who  shall  prosecute  the  same  before 
said  court,  who  shall  proceed  to  hear  and  dotermine  the 
same  at  the  first  term  thereof. 

The  question  on  this  amendment  was  decided  as 
follows: 

YEA.S — Messrs.  Allen,  Baldwin,  Benton,  Corvvin,  Dayton, 
Dix,  Dodge,  Felch,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Miller,  Niles, 
Uphain,  and  Walker — 1,5. 

NAY.H -Messrs.  Aieliison.  Badger,  Bell,  Berrien,  Borland, 
I'.iiL'ht,  liiiller,  ('.ilKoiiii,  Clayton,  Davis  of  Mississippi, 
Dickinson,  Downs,  Fooie,  Hannegan,  Houston,  llunter, 
Jiilmsoti  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Lo^iisiana,  Johnson  of 
<;eorgia.  King,  Lewis,  Manguni,  Mason,  Metcalfe,  I'helps, 
Rusk,  Sebastian,  Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Turiiey,  and  Under- 
wood— Jl. 

Mr.  HALE  modified  his  motion  so  na  to  stand 
thus:  Strike  out  a  "  free  white"  from  fifth  section, 
and  in.scrt  next  after  the  word  "  art,"  in  the  fourth 
line,  the  wordn,  "  and  qualified  to  vote  by  the  exist- 
ing laws  now  in  ff)rce  in  the  Territory  of  Oregon 
under  the  authority  of  the  Provisional  Government 
established  by  the  people  thereof." 

The  r^iiestion  being  taken  on  this  amendment,  it 
was  decided  as  follows: 

YKAS— Mr«srs.  Baldwin,  Benton,  Clarke,  Davis  of  Mas- 
vochubetti,  Greene,  Hale,  and  Upliam— 7. 


NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Badger,  Bell, 
Berrien,  Borland,  Bradbury,  Brecse,  Bright,  Buflei,  Cal- 
houn, Clayton,  Corwiii,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Dick- 
inson, Dix,  Dodge,  Douglas,  Downs,  Felch,  Fitzgerald, 
Foote,  Hamlin,  Hannegan,  Houston,  Hunter,  Jotmson  of 
Maryland,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  Mason,  Met- 
calfe, Miller,  Niles,  Rusk,  Sebastian,  Siurgeon,  Turney, 
Underwood,  Walker,  Westcott,  and  Yulee — 44. 

Mr.  CLARKE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  add- 
ing at  the  close  of  the  sixth  section  the  following- 
words: 

Proiiileil,  hoivever,  That  no  law  repealing  the  act  of  the 
Provisional  Government  of  said  Territory  prohibiting  slavery 
or  involuntary  servitude  therein,  shall  be  valid  until  the  same 
shall  be  approved  by  Congress. 

On  this  amendment  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered, and  the  question  being  taken  on  the  motion, 
it  was  decided  as  follows: 

YKAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Baldwin,  Benton,  Bradbury, 
Clarke,  Coruiii,  Davis  of  Massacliusetls,  Dayton,  Dix, 
Dodge,  Felch,  Fitz'^erald,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin,' Miller, 
I\lile^,  Uphani,  and  Walker— 19. 

NAY.^— Messrs.  Atkinson,  Atherton,  Badger,  Bell,  Ber- 
rien, Borland,  Breese,  Bright  Butler,  Calhoun,  Clayton, 
Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Douglas,  Downs,  Foote, 
Hannegan,  Houston,  Hunter,  Johnson  of.Maryland,Jolinsou 
01  Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  Mason,  .Metcalfe,  Phelps,  Rusk, 
Sebastian,  Sturgeon,  'J'uriiey,  Underwood,  Wesicott,  and 
Yulee— ay. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  12th  section,  by  inserting  the  following  words: 

That  so  much  of  tlieCih  article  oi  the  ordinance  of  ihe  13th 
of  July,  I'lSi,  as  isconlained  in  the  lollovviiig  words, to  wit: 
"  There  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in 
the  said  Teriitoiy  otherwise  than  in  |->unishmcnt  of  crimes 
whereof  tlie  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicled,  shall  be 
and  remain  in  force  witliiii  the  Territory  of  Ofegoii." 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered, 
and  the  question  being  taken  on  tiie  amendment, 
it  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS- Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Baldwin,  Benton,  Brad- 
bury, Clarke,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dayton,  Dix, 
Dodge.  Felch,  Fitzgerald,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Miller, 
Niles,T3pruahce,  Uphani,  and  Walker — 21. 

NAYS — Messrs.  A'tchison,  Badger,  Bell,  Berrien,  Borland, 
Breese,  Bright,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Clajton,  Davis  of  Missis- 
sippi, fiiekiiisoii,  Douglas,  Downs,  Foote,  Hannegan,  Hous- 
ton, Hunter,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
Johnson  ol'  Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  iVIangum,  Mason,  Met- 
calfe, Knsk,  Sebastian,  Sturgeon,  Turhey,  Underwood, 
Westcott,  and  V  ulee — 33. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  in  the  24th  and  31si  sections,  by  inserting 
the  following  words  after  the  words  which  empower 
the  Legislature  to  pass  any  law: 

Except  only  that,  in  all  cases  involving  title  to  lands,  the 
said  writs  ol  error  or  appeals  shall  bo  allowed  and  decided 
by  the  said  supreme  court,  without  regard  to  the  value  of 
the  matter,  property,  or  title  in  controversy.  And  except, 
also,  that  a  writ  ol  error  or  appeal  shall  also  be  allowed  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  from  the  decision 
of  the  said  supreme  court  created  by  this  act,  or  any  judge 
thereof,  or  of  the  district  courts  created  by  this  acl,  or  of 
any  judge  thereof,  U|)on  any  writ  of  habeas  corpus  iu  vol  viug 
the  question  of  personal  freedom. 

The  question,  after  some  remarks  from  Messrs. 
BRIGHT,  BORLAND,  and  DICKINSON,  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Badger,  Berrien,  Brad- 
bury, Clarke,  Clayton,  Corwin,  Davis  of. Massachusells,  D.iy- 
ton,  Dix,  Dodge,  Felch,  Fitzgerald,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin, 
Houstini,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King, 
Mangum,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Niles,  Phelps,  Itusk,  Spruance, 
Sturgeon,  Uphain,  and  Walker — 31. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alrhison,  Benton,  Borland,  Bright,  But- 
ler, Calhoun,  Davis ot  Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Downs, Foote, 
Hannegan,  Hunter,  Johnson  ol  (ieorgia,  Lewis,  Mason,  Se- 
bastian, Turney,  We^tcolt,  and  Yulee — 19. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  addressed  the  Senate  for 
some  time. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  28lh  section,  providing  that  all  that  part  of  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  called  New  Mexico 
shall  be  organized  into  a  government,  by  inserting 
after  the  words  "  New  Mexico"  the  words  "  in- 
cluding all  territory  except  Upper  California;" 
and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  whicli  were  or- 
dered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  decided  as 
follows: 

YIOAS — Messrs.  Baldwin,  Clarke,  Corvvin,  Davis  of  Mas- 
sachiisetls,  (Jreene,  Miller,  and  Upham — 7. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Alchis(m,  Atherton,  Badg.r,  Bell, 
Bi^nton,  Benicn,  Borland,  Bradbury,  Breese,  Bright,  linllcr, 
Calhoun,  Clayton,  Davis  of  Mississipjii,  Dickinson,  Dix, 
Dodge,  Douglas,  Downs,  Felch,  Fitzgerald,  Foote,  Hamlin, 
Hannegan,  Houston,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson 
of  Loui.-iana,  Joliiison  of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  Mangum, 
Mason,  Melcalle,  Rusk,  Sebastian,  Spruance,  Sturgeon, 
Turney,  Underwood,  Walker,  Westcott,  and  Yulee — 44. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  engrossment 
of  the  bill;  and,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered, 
it  was  decided  as  follows: 

VEAS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Atherton,  Benton,  Berrien, 
Borland,  Breoae,  Bright,  Butler,  CalliouD,  Cinylon,  Davit  of 


Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Douglas,  Downs,  Foote,  Hannegan, 
HousKui,  Hunter,  Jiilinson  of  .'\Iarvland,  Jcdmson  of  Louisi- 
ana, Johnson  of  Georgia.  Kiii^',  Lewis,  Mangum,  .Mason, 
Phelps,  Rusk,  Sebastian,  Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  West- 
cott, and  Yulee — 33. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Bradbury, 
Clarke,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davt.in,  Dix,  Dodge, 
Felch,  P'itzgerald,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Metcalfe,  Miller, 
Niles,  Underwood,  Uphani,  and  Walker — 3-2. 

[Mr.  Pearce,  of  Maryland,  we  happen  to  know, 
remained  until  a  late  hour  of  the  night  in  the  Sen- 
ate, but  was  obliged,  through  fatigue  and  indis- 
position, to  leave  the  Senate  some  time  before 
midnight.] 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

And  at  seven  minutes  before  8  a.  m.,  (Thurs- 
day morning,)  after  a  continuous  session  of  twenty- 
one  hours,  the  Senate  adjourned  till  Friday. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  bill  to  establish  Govern- 
ments in  the  new  Territories,  as  it  passed  the  Senate  : 
A  BILL  to  establish  the  Territorial  Governments 
of  Oregon,  California,  and  New  Mexico. 

Be  it  enacted,  Sj-c,  That  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act,  all  that  part  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  which  lies  west  of  the  summit  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains  and  north  of  the  forty-second 
parallel  of  latitude,  shall  be  organized  into  and  con- 
stitute a  temporary  government  by  the  name  of  the 
Territory  of  Oregon:  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this 
act  contained  shall  be  construed  to  impair  the  rights 
of  person  or  property  now  pertaining  to  the  In- 
dians in  said  Territory,  so  long  as  such  rights  shall 
remain  unextinguished  by  treaty  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  such  Indians;  or  to  aflect  the  author- 
ity of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  make 
any  regulation  respecting  such  Indians,  their  lands, 
property,  or  other  rights,  by  treaty,  law,  or  other- 
wise, which  it  would  have  been  comjjetent  to  the 
Government  to  make  if  this  act  had  never  passed: 
^Ind  provided  further.  That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  inhibit  the  Government 
of  the  United  Stales  from  dividing  said  Territory 
intoi  two  or  more  Territories,  in  such  manner  and 
at  such  times  as  Congress  shall  deem  convenient 
and  proper;  or  from  attaching  any  portion  of  said 
Territory  to  any  other  State  or  Territory  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  2.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Execu- 
tive power  and  authority  in  and  over  said  Territory 
of  Oregon  shall  be  vested  in  a  Governor,  who  shall 
hold  his  office  for  four  years,  and  until  his  succes- 
sor shall  be  appointed  and  qualified,  unless  sooner 
reiTioved  by  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  Governor  shall  reside  within  said  Territory, 
shall  be  coinmander-in-chief  of  the  militia  thereof, 
shall  perform  the  duties  and  receive  the  emoluments 
of  superintendent  of  Indian'afl'airs;  he  may  grant 
pai-dons  for  olfences  against  the  laws  of  said  I'erri- 
tory  and  reprieves  for  offences  against  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  until  the  decision  of  the  Presi- 
dent can  be  made  known  thereon;  he  shall  com- 
mission all  officers  who  shall  be  appointed  to  office 
under  the  laws  of  the  said  Territory,  and  shall  take 
care  that  the  laws  be  ftiithfully  executed. 

Sec.  3.  .^»i(<  be  it  further  niaclcd, That  there  shall 
be  a  secretary  of  said  Territory,  who  shall  reside 
therein,  and  hold  his  office  for  four  years,  unless 
sooner  removed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  he  shall  record  and  preserve  all  the  laws 
and  proceedings  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  here- 
inafter constituted,  and  all  the  acts  and  proceedings 
of  the  Governor  in  his  executive  department;  he 
shall  transmit  one  copy  of  the  laws  and  one  copy 
of  the  executive  proceedings,  on  or  before  the  first 
day  of  December  in  each  year,  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  at  the  same  time,  two  copies 
of  the  laws  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  the  President  of  the  Senate,  for  the 
use  of  Congress.  And,  in  case  of  the  death,  remo- 
val, resignation,  or  other  necessary  absence  of  the 
Governor  from  the  Territory,  the  Secretary  shall 
have,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required  to 
execute  and  perform,  all  the  powers  and  duties  of 
the  Governor,  during  such  vacancy  or  necessary 
absence,  or  until  another  Governor  shall  be  duly 
appointed  to  fill  such  vacancy. 

Sec.  4.  .Indbcit, further  enacted,  That  the  legisla- 
tive power  and  authority  of  said  Territory  shall  bo 
vested  in  the  Legislative  Assembly.  The  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  shall  consist  of  a  Council  and  House 
of  Representatives.  The  Council  shall  consist  of 
thirteen  members,  having  the  qualifications  of  voters 
as  hereinafter  prescribed,  whose  tertn  of  service 
shall  continue  two  years.     The  House  of  llepre- 
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eentatives  shall,  at  its  first  session,  consist  of 
twenty-six  members,  possessing  the  same  qualifi- 
cations as  prescribed  for  members  of  the  Council, 
and  whose  term  of  service  shall  continue  one  year. 
The  number  of  representatives  may  be  increased 
by  the  Legislative  Assembly,  from  time  to  time, 
in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  population:  Pro- 
vided, That  the  whole  number  shall  never  exceed 
thiriy-nine.  An  apportionment  shall  be  made,  as 
nearly  equal  as  practicable,  among  the  several 
counties  or  districts,  for  the  election  of  the  Council 
and  Representatives,  giving  to  each  section  of  the 
Territory  representation  in  the  ratio  of  its  popula- 
tion, Indians  excepted,  as  nearly  as  may  be.  And 
the  members  of  the  Council  and  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  shall  reside  in  and  be  inhabitants 
of  the  district  for  which  they  may  be  elected  re- 
spectively. Previous  to  the  first  election,  the  Gov- 
ernor shall  cause  the  census  or  enumeration  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  several  counties  and  districts  of 
the  Territory  to  be  taken,  and  the  first  election 
shall  be  held  at  such  time  and  places,  and  be  con- 
ducted in  such  manner,  as  the  Governor  shall  ap- 
point and  direct;  and  he  shall,  at'  the  same  time, 
declare  the  number  of  members  of  the  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives  to  which  each  of  the 
counties  or  districts  shall  be  entitled  under  this  act. 
Tlie  number  of  persons  authorized  to  be  elected, 
having  the  highest  number  of  votes  in  each  of  said 
Council  districts,  for  members  of  the  Council,  shall 
be  declared  by  the  Governor  to  be  duly  elected  to 
the  Council;  and  the  person  or  persons  authorized 
to  be  elected  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
for  the  House  of  Representatives,  equal  to  the 
number  to  which  each  county  or  district  shall  be 
entitled,  shall  be  declared  by  the  Governor  to  be 
duly  elected  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives: Provided,  That,  in  case  of  a  tie  between  two 
or  more  persons  voted  for,  the  Governor  shall  or- 
der a  new  election  to  supply  the  vacancy  made  by 
Buch  tie.  And  the  persons  thus  elected  to  the 
Legislative  Assembly  shall  meet  at  such  place,  and 
on  such  day,  as  the  Governor  shall  appoint;  but, 
thereafter,  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  holding 
and  conducting  all  elections  by  the  people,  and  the 
apportioning  the  representation,  in  the  several 
counties  or  districts,  to  the  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives,  according  to  population,  shall  be 
prescribed  by  law,  as  well  as  the  day  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  regular  sessions  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly:  Provided,  That  no  one  session 
shall  exceed  the  term  of  sixty  days. 

Sec.  3.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  free 
■white  male  inhabitant,  above  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  who  shall  have  been  a  resident  of  said  Ter- 
ritory at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote  at  the  first  election,  and  shall  be 
eligible  to  any  office  within  the  said  Territory ;  but 
the  qualifications  of  voters  and  of  holding  office,  at 
all  sul)seqaent  elections,  shall  be  such  as  shall  be 
prescribed  by  the  Legislative  Assembly :  Provided, 
That  the  right  of  sufiVage  and  of  holding  office 
shall  be  exercised  only  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  those  who  shall  have  declared ,  on  oath, 
their  intention  to  become  such,  and  shall  have 
taken  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  6.  ^ind  be  it  further  eiiacierf,  That  the  legis- 
lative power  of  the  Territory  shall  extend  to  all 
rightful  subjects  of  legislation  consistent  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act;  but  no  law  shall  be  passed  inter- 
fering with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil;  no  tax 
shall  be  imposed  upon  the  property  of  the  United 
States;  nor  shall  the  lands  or  other  property  of 
non-residents  be  taxed  higher  than  the  lands  or 
other  property  of  residents.  All  the  laws  passed 
by  the  Legislative  Assembly  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  if  disap- 
proved shall  be  null  and  of  no  efl^ect. 

vSec.  7.  Jlndbe  it  further  enacted.  That  all  town- 
ship, district,  and  county  officers,  not  herein  other- 
wise provided  for,  shall  be  appointed  or  elected, 
as  the  case  may  be,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be 
provided  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Oregon.  The  Governor  shall  nominate, 
and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Legislative  Council  appoint,  all  officers  not  herein 
otherwise  provided  for;  and  in  the  first  instance 
the  Governor  alone  may  appoint  all  said  officers, 
who  shall  hold  their  offices  until  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  the  Legislative  Assembly. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  cnacitrf.  That  no  mem- 
ber of  the  Legislative  Assembly  shall  hold  or  be 


appointed  to  any  office  which  shall  have  been  cre- 
ated, or  the  salary  or  emoluments  of  which  shall 
have  been  increased,  while  he  was  a  member,  du- 
ring the  term  for  which  he  was  elected,  and  for  one 
year  after  the  expiration  of  such  term;  and  ho  per- 
son holding  a  commission  or  appointment  under 
the  United  States,  except  postmasters,  shall  be  a 
member  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  or  shall  liold 
any  office  under  the  government  of  saiu  Territory. 

Sec.  9.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ju- 
dicial power  of  said  Territory  shall  be  vested  in  a 
supreme  court,  district  courts,  probate  courts,  and 
in  justices  of  the  peace.  The  supreme  court  shall 
consist  of  a  chief  justice  and  two  associate  justices, 
any  two  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  and 
who  shall  hold  a  term  at  the  seat  of  government  of 
said  Territory  annually,  and  they  shall  hold  their 
offices  during  the  period  of  four  years.  The  said 
Territory  shall  be  divided  into  three  judicial  dis- 
tricts, and  a  district  court  shall  be  held  in  each  of 
said  districts  by  one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
court,  at  such  times  and  jilaces  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  law;  and  the  said  judges  shall,  after 
their  appointments,  respectively,  reside  in  the  dis- 
tricts which  shall  be  assigned  them.  The  juris- 
diction of  the  several  courts  herein  provided  for, 
both  appellate  and  original,  and  that  of  the  probate 
courts,  and  of  justices  of  the  peace,  shall  be  as 
limited  bylaw:  Provided,  That  justicesof  tlie  peace 
shall  not  have  jurisdiction  of  any  matter  in  contro- 
versy where  the  title  or  boundaries  of  land  may  be 
in  dispute,  or  where  the  debt  or  sum  claimed  shall 
exceed  one  hundred  dollars;  and  the  said  supreme 
and  district  courts,  respectively,  shall  possess  a 
chancery  as  well  as  common  law  jurisdiction.  Each 
district  court,  or  the  judge  thereof,  shall  appoint 
its  clerk,  who  shall  also  be  the  register  in  chancery, 
and  shall  keep  his  office  at  the  place  where  the 
court  may  be  held.  Writs  of  error,  bills  of  excep- 
tion, and  appeals,  shall  be  allowed  in  all  cases  from 
the  final  decisions  of  said  district  courts  to  the 
supreme  court,  under  such  regulations  as  may  L)e 
prescribed  by  law;  but  in  no  case  removed  to  the 
supreme  court  shall  trial  by  jury  be  allowed  in  said 
court.  The  supreme  court,  or  the  justices  thereof, 
shall  appoint  its  own  clerk,  and  every  clerk  shall 
hold  his  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the  court  for  which 
he  shall  have  been  appointed.  Writs  of  error  and 
appeals  from  the  final  decisions  of  said  supreme 
court  shall  be  allowed,  and  may  be  taken  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same 
manner  and  under  the  same  regulations  as  from 
the  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  each  of 
the  said  district  courts  shall  have  and  exercise  the 
same  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  arising  under  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  as  is 
vested  in  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  the  first  six  days  of  every  term  of 
said  courts,  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  neces- 
sary, shall  be  appropriated  to  the  trial  of  causes 
arising  under  the  said  Constitution  and  laws;  and 
writs  of  error  and  appeals,  in  all  such  cases,  shall 
be  made  to  the  supreme  court  of  said  Territory, 
the  same  as  in  other  cases.  The  said  clerk  shall 
receive  in  all  such  cases  the  same  fees  which  the 
clerks  of  the  district  courts  of  Wisconsin  Terri- 
tory heretofore  received  for  similar  services. 

Sec.  10'  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  appointed  an  attorney  for  said  Territory, 
who  shall  continue  in  office  for  four  years,  unless 
sooner  removed  by  the  President,  and  who  shall 
receive  the  same  fees  and  salary  as  were  received 
by  the  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  Terri- 
tory of  Wisconsin.  There  shall  also  be  a  marshal 
for  the  Territory  appointed,  who  shall  liold  his 
office  for  four  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the 
President,  and  whb  shall  execute  all  processes 
issuing  from  the  said  courts,  when  exercising  their 
jurisdiction  as  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States:  he  shall  perform  the  duties,  be  subject 
to  the  same  regulation  and  penalties,  and  be  enti- 
tled to  the  same  fees  as  were  received  by  the  marshal 
of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Territory  of  Wisconsin;  and  shall,  in  addition,  be 
paid  two  hundred  dollars  annually  as  a  compensa- 
tion for  extra  services. 

Sec.  IL  Jlnd  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  gov- 
ernor, secretary,  chief  justice,  and  associate  justices, 
attorney,  and  marshal,  shall  be  nominated,  and,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The 
governor  and  secretary  to  be  appointed  as  aforesaid 
shall,  before  they  act  as  such,  respectively  take  an 
oath  or  affirmation  before  the  district  judge  or  some 


justice  of  the  peace  in  the  limits  of  said  Territory, 
duly  authorized  to  administer  oaths  and  aflfirma- 
tions  by  the  laws  now  in  force  therein,  or  before 
the  chief  justice  or  some  associate  justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  to  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  faithfully  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices; 
which  said  oaths,  when  so  taken,  shall  be  certified 
by  the  person  by  whom  the  same  shall  have  been 
taken,  and  such  certificates  shall  be  received  and 
recorded  by  the  said  secretary  among  the  execu- 
tive proceedings.  And  the  chief  justice  and  asso- 
ciate justices,  and  all  other  civil  officers  in  said 
Territory,  before  they  act  as  such,  shall  take  a  like 
oath  or  affirmation  before  the  said  governor  or 
secretary,  or  some  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  of 
the  Territory,  who  may  be  duly  commissioned  and 
qualified;  which  said  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be 
certified  and  transmitted,  by  the  person  taking  the 
same,  to  the  secretary,  to  be  by  him  recorded  as 
aforesaid;  and,  afterwards,  the  like  oath  or  affirma- 
tion shall  be  taken,  certified,  and  recorded,  in  such 
manner  and  form  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 
The  governor  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  as  governor,  and  fifteen  hundred 
dollarsassuperintendentof  Indian  affairs.  Thechief 
justice  and  associate  justices  shall  each  receive  an 
annual  salary  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars.  The 
secretary  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  eighteen 
hundred  dollars.  The  said  salaries  shall  be  paid 
quarter-yearly  at  the  treasury  of  the  United  States. 
The  members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  shall  be 
■entitled  to  receive  three  dollars  each  per  day  during 
their  attendance  at  the  sessions  thereof,  and  three 
dollars  each  for  every  twenty  miles  travel  in  going 
to  and  returning  from  the  said  sessions,  estimated 
according  to  the  nearest  usually  travelled  route. 
I'here  sliall  be  appropriated,  annually,  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended  by  the  gov- 
ernor to  defray  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Territory;  and  there  shall  also  be  appropriated, 
annually,  a  sufficient  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the 
secretary  of  the  Territory,  and  upon  an  estimate 
to  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly,  the  printing  of  the  laws,  and  other 
incidental  expenses;  and  the  secretary  of  the  Ter- 
ritory shall  annually  account  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  the  manner  in 
which  the  afoiesaid  sum  shall  have  been  expended. 

Sec.  12.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  ex- 
isting laws  now  in  force  in  the  Territory  of  Oregon, 
under  the  authority  of  the  provisional  government 
established  by  the  people  thereof,  shall  continue  to 
be  valid  and  operative  therein,  so  far  as  the  same 
be  not  incompatible  with  the  Constitution  and  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  for  three  months  after  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Legislature  in  said  Territory; 
subject,  nevertheless,  to  be  altered,  modified,  or 
repealed,  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  said 
Territory  of  Oregon;  and  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States  are  hereby  extended 
over  and  declared  to  be  in  force  in  said  Territory, 
so  far  as  the  same,  or  any  provision  thereof,  may 
be  applicable. 

Sec  13.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon 
shall  hold  its  first  session  at  such  time  and  place 
in  said  Territory  as  the  Governor  thereof  shall 
appoint  and  direct;  and  at  said  first  session,  or  as 
soon  thereafter  as  they  shall  deem  expedient,  the 
Legislative  Assembly  shall  proceed  to  locate  and 
establish  the  seat  of  Government  for  said  Territory 
at  such  place  as  they  may  deem  eligible;  which 
place,  however,  shall  thereafter  be  subject  to  be 
changed  by  the  Legislative  Assembly.  And  the 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  money 
in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  is 
hereby  appropriated  and  granted  to  said  Territory 
of  Oregon,  to  be  applied  by  the  Governor  and 
Legislative  Assembly  thereof,  to  the  erection  of 
suitable  public  buildings  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  further  cnacti^d,  That  a  Del- 
egate to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years,  may 
be  elected  by  the  voters  qualified  to  elect  members 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  who  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  are  exercised 
and  enjoyed  by  the  Delegates  from  the  several 
other  Territories  of  the  United  States  to  the  said 
House  of  Representatives.  The  first  election  shall 
be  held  at  such  time  and  places,  and  be  conducted 
in  such  manner,  as  the  Governor  shall  appoint  and 
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direct;  and  at  all  subsequent  elections,  the  time, 
places,  and  manner  of  holding  the  elections,  shall 
DC  presciibed  by  law.  Tlie  person  having  the 
greatest  nnmber  of  votes  shall  be  declared  by  the 
Governor  to  be  duly  elected,  and  a  certificate  thereof 
shall  be  sriven  accordingly. 

Sec.  15.  ^Ind  be  it  furllier  enacted.  That  aWsmls, 
process,  and  proceedings,  civil  and  criminal,  at 
law  and  in  chancery,  and  all  indictments  and  in- 
forinations,  which  shall  be  pending  and  undeter- 
mined in  the  courts  established  by  authority  of  the 
provisional governmentof Oregon,  within  tlie  limits 
of  said  Territory,  when  this  act  shall  take  effect, 
shall  be  transferred  to  be  heard,  tried,  prosecuted, 
and  determined  in  the  district  courts  hereby  estab- 
lished, wliich  may  include  the  counties  or  districts 
where  any  such  proceedings  may  be  pending.  All 
bonds,  recognizances,  and  obligations  of  every 
kind  whatsoever,  valid  under  the  e.xisting  laws 
within  the  limits  of  said  Territory,  shall  be  valid 
under  this  act;  and  all  crimes  and  misdemeanors 
against  the  laws  in  force  within  said  limits,  may 
l)e  prosecuted,  tried,  and  punished  in  the  courts 
established  by  this  act;  and  all  penalties,  forfeit- 
ures, actions,  and  causes  of  action,  may  be  re- 
covered, under  this  act,  the  same  as  they  would 
have  been  under  the  laws  in  force  within  the  limits 
composing  said  Territory,  at  the  time  tiiis  act  shall 
go  into  operation. 

Sec.  l(j.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  constables,  sheriffs,  and  all  other 
judicial  and  ministerial  officers,  who  shall  be  in 
office  within  the  limits  of  said  Territory  when  this 
act  shall  take  cHect,  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  continue  to  exercise  and 
perforrn  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  as 
officers  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon  temporarily,  and 
until  they,  or  others,  shall  be  duly  appointed  and 
qualified  to  fill  their  places  in  the  manner  herein 
directed,  or  until  their  offices  shall  be  abolished. 

Sec.  17.  Jlnd  be  it  fartker  enacted,  Th&t  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  be  expended  by  and 
under  the  direction  of  the  said  Governor  of  the 
Territory  of  Oregon,  in  the  purchase  of  a  library, 
to  be  kept  at  the  seat  of  Government  for  the  use  of 
the  Governor,  Legislative  Assembly,  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  Secretary,  Marshal,  and  Attorney 
of  said  Territory,  and  such  other  persons,  and  un- 
der such  regulations,  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  the 
lands  in  the  said  Territory  shall  be  surveyed,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  preparatory  to  bringing  the  same  into  mar- 
ket, sections  numbered  sixteen  and  thirty  in  each 
township  in  said  Territory  shall  be  and  the  same 
are  hereby  reserved  for  the  purpose  of  being  ap- 
plied to  schools  in  said  Territory,  and  in  the  States 
and  Territories  hereafter  to  be  erected  out  of  the 
same. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  tempo- 
rarily, and  until  otherwise  firovided  by  law,  the 
Governor  of  said  Territory  may  define  the  judicial 
districts  of  said  Territory,  and  assign  the  judges 
who  may  be  appointed  for  said  Territory  to  the 
several  districts,  and  also  appoint  the  times  and 
places  for  holding  courts  in  the  several  counties  or 
suljdivisions  in  each  of  said  judicial  districts,  by 
proclamation  to  be  issued  by  him;  but  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly,  at  their  first  or  any  subsequent 
session,  may  organize,  alter,  or  modify  such  judi- 
cial districts,  and  assign  the  judges,  and  alter  the 
time  and  places  of  holding  the  courts,  as  to  them 
shall  seem  proper  and  convenient. 

Sec.  20.  ,lnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum 
often  thousand  dollars  be  and  is  hereby  ap[)ropri- 
uted,  to  be  exfiendrd  under  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  payment  for  the 
Hervices  and  expenses  of  such  |)ersons  as  have  been 
engaged  in  conveying  communications  to  and  from 
the  "Provisional  Government  of  Oregon"  to  the 
authorities  of  the  United  States,  and  the  purchase 
of  presents  for  such  of  the  Indian  tribes  as  the 
peace  and  quietude  of  the  country  require. 

Sec.  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  all  that  part  of 
the  territories  of  the  United  States  called  Upper 
California,  ac(iuired  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  friend- 
ship, limits,  and  settlement,  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Mexican  Re|)ublic,  con- 
cluded atGaudaloupc  Hidalgo  on  the  second  day  of 
f'ebruary,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-eight,  shall 
be  organized  into,  and  constitute,  a  temporary  gov- 


ernment by  the  name  of  California:  Provided,  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
impair  the  rights  of  person  or  property  now  per- 
taining to  the  Indians  in  said  Territory,  so  long  as 
such  rights  shall  remain  unextinguished  by  treaty 
between  the  United  States  and  such  Indians,  or  to 
affect  theauthority  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  make  any  regulation  respecting  such  In- 
dians, their  lands,  property,  or  other  rights,  by 
treaty,  law,  or  otherwise,  which  it  would  have  been 
competent  to  the  Government  to  make  if  this  act 
had  never  passed:  And  provided,  further,  That 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
inhibit  the  Government  of  the  United  States  from 
dividing  said  Territory  into  two  or  more  Territo- 
ries, in  such  manner  and  at  such  times  as  Congress 
shall  deem  convenient  and  proper,  or  from  attach- 
ing any  portion  of  said  Territory  to  any  other 
State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  ex- 
ecutive power  and  authority  in  and  over  said  Ter- 
ritory of  California,  shall  be  vested  in  a  Governor, 
who  shall  hold  his  office  for  four  years,  and  until 
his  successor  shall  be  appointed  and  qualified, 
unless  sooner  removed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  Governor  shall  reside  within 
said  Territory,  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the 
militia  thereof,  shall  perform  tlie  duties  and  receive 
the  emoluments  of  superintendent  of  Indian  all'airs; 
he  may  grant  pardons  for  offences  against  the  laws 
of  said  Territory,  and  reprieves  for  offences  against 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  until  the  decision  of 
the  President  can  be  made  known  thereon:  he  shall 
commission  all  ofiicers  who  shall  be  appointed  to 
office  under  the  laws  of  the  said  Territory,  and  shall 
take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

Sec  23.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  a  Secretary  of  said  Territory,  who  shall  reside 
therein,  and  hold  his  office  for  four  years,  unless 
sooner  removed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  he  shall  record  and  preserve  all  the  laws 
and  proceedings  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  here- 
inafter constituted,  and  all  the  acts  and  proceedings 
of  the  Governor  in  his  Executive  Department;  he 
shall  transmit  one  copy  of  the  laws  and  one  copy 
of  the  executive  proceedings  on  or  before  the  Ist 
day  of  December  in  each  year,  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  at  the  same  time  two  copies 
of  the  laws  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  the  President  of  the  Senate,  for  the 
use  of  Congress.  And  in  case  of  the  death,  re- 
moval, resignation,  or  other  necessary  absence  of 
the  Governor  from  the  Territory,  the  Secretary 
shall  have,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required 
to  execute  and  perform,  all  the  powers  and  duties 
of  the  Governor  during  such  vacancy  or  necessary 
absence,  or  until  another  Governor  shall  be  duly 
appointed  to  fill  such  vacancy. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  judi- 
cial power  of  said  Territory  shall  be  vested  in  a 
supreme  court,  district  courts,  probate  courts,  and 
in  justices  of  the  peace.  The  supreme  court  shall 
consist  of  a  chief  justice  and  two  associate  justices, 
any  two  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  and 
who  shall  hold  a  term  at  the  seat  of  government  of 
said  Territory  annually,  and  they  shall  hold  their 
offices  during  the  period  of  four  years.  The  said 
Territory  shall  be  divided  into  three  jffdicial  dis- 
tricts, and  a  district  court  shall  be  held  in  each  of 
said  districts  by  one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
court,  at  such  times  and  places  as  may  be  jire- 
scribed  by  law;  and  the  said  judges  shall,  after 
their  appointments,  respectively,  reside  in  the  dis- 
tricts which  shall  be  assigned  them.  The  juris- 
diction of  the  several  courts  herein  provided  for, 
both  appellate  and  original,  and  that  of  the  probate 
courts,  and  of  justices  of  the  peace,  shall  be  as 
limited  by  law:  Provided,  That  justices  of  the 
peace  shall  not  have  jurisdiction  of  any  matter  in 
controversy  when  the  title  or  boundaries  of  land 
may  be  in  dispute,  or  where  the  debt  or  sum 
claimed  shall  exceed  one  hundred  dollars;  and  the 
said  supreme  and  district  courts,  respectively, 
shall  possess  a  chancery  as  well  as  common  law 
jurisdiction.  Each  district  court,  or  the  judge 
thereof,  shall  appoint  its  clerk,  who  shall  also  be 
the  register  in  chancery,  and  shall  kee[)  his  office 
at  the  [)lace  where  the  court  may  be  held.  Writs 
ijf  error,  bills  of  exception,  and  appeals,  shall  be 
allowed  in  all  cases  from  the  final  decision  of  said 
district  courts  to  the  supreme  court,  under  such 
regulation.s  a.s  may  be  prescribed  by  law;  but  in 
no  case  removed  to  the  supreme  court  shall  trial 
by  jury  be  allowed  in  said  court.     The  KU|)rerne 


court,  or  the  justices  thereof,  shall  appoint  its  own 
clerk,  and  every  clerk  shall  hold  his  office  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  court  for  which  he  shall  have  been 
appointed.  Writs  of  error  and  appeals  from  the 
final  decisions  of  said  supreme  court  shall  be  al- 
lowed, and  may  be  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  same  manner  and  under 
the  same  regulations  as  from  the  circuit  courts  of 
the  United  States,  except  only  that  in  all  cases  in- 
volving titles  to  slaves,  the  said  writs  of  error  or 
appeals  shall  be  allowed  and  decided  by  the  said 
supreme  court  without  regard  to  the  value  of  the 
matter,  property,  or  title  in  controversy;  and  ex- 
cept also  that  a  writ  of  error  or  appeal  shall  be  al- 
lowed to  the  Supreme  Court  of  tlie  United  States 
from  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court  created  by 
this  act,  or  any  judge  thereof,  or  of  the  district 
courts  created  by  this  act,  or  of  any  judge  thereof, 
upon  any  writ  of /ia/^cas  coj-pus,  involving  the  ques- 
tion of  personal  freedom;  and  each  of  the  said  dis- 
trict courts  shall  have  and  exercise  the  samejutis- 
diction  in  all  cases  arising  under  the  Constitution 
and  laws  of  the  United  Stales  as  is  vested  in  the 
circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  first  six  days  of  every  term  of  said  courts,  or 
so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  necessary,  shall  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  trial  of  causes  arising  under  the 
said  Constitution  and  laws;  and  writs  of  error  and 
appeals  in  all  such  cases  shall  be  made  to  the  su- 
preme court  of  said  Territory,  the  same  as  in  other 
cases.  The  said  clerk  shall  receive,  in  all  such 
cases,  the  same  fees  which  the  clerks  of  the  dis- 
trict courts  of  Wisconsin  Territory  heretofore  re- 
ceived for  similar  services. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted,Tha.tthere  shidl 
be  appointed  an  Attorney  for  said  Territory,  who 
shall  continue  in  office  for  four  years,  unless  sooner 
removed  by  the  President,  and  who  shall  receive 
the  same  fees  and  salary  as  were  received  by  the 
Attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin.  There  shall  also  be  a  Marshal  for  the 
Territory  appointed,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for 
four  years,  unless  sooner  removed  by  the  President, 
and  who  shall  execute  all  processes  issuing  from 
the  said  courts,  when  exercising  their  jurisdiction 
as  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States; 
he  shall  perform  the  duties,  be  suliject  to  the  same 
regulation  and  penalties,  and  be  entitled  to  the 
same  fees,  as  were  received  by  the  marshal  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  Territory 
of  Wisconsin;  and  shall,  in  addition,  be  paid  two 
hundred  dollars  annually  as  compensation  for 
extra  services. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  "Thalthelegis- 
lative  power  of  said  Territory  shall,  until  Congress 
shall  otherwise  provide,  be  vested  in  the  Governor, 
Secretary,  and  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  who, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  have  power  to  pass  any 
law  for  the  administration  of  justice  in  said  Terri- 
tory, which  shall  not  be  repugnant  to  this  act,  or 
inconsistent  with  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  But  no  law  shall  be  passed  inter- 
fering with  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil,  respect- 
ing an  establishment  of  religion,  or  respecting  the 
prohibition  or  establishment  of  African  slavery; 
and  no  tax  shall  be  imposed  upon  the  property  of 
the  United  States;  nor  shall  the  Innds  or  other 
property  of  non-residents  be  taxed  higher  than  the 
lands  or  other  property  of  residents.  All  the  laws 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Slates,  and,  if  disapproved,  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Sec  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  gov- 
ernor, secretary,  chief  jusiice  and  associate  jus- 
tices, attorney,  and  marshal,  shall  be  nominated, 
and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  governor  and  secretary  to  be  appoint- 
ed as  aforesaid  shall,  before  they  act  as  such,  re- 
spectively take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  before  the 
district  judge  or  some  justice  of  the  peace  in  the 
limits  of  said  Territory  duly  authorized  to  admin- 
ister oaths  and  affirmations  by  the  laws  now  in 
force  therein,  or  before  the  chief  justice  or  some 
associate  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices;  which  said  oaths,  when  so  taken, 
shall  be  certified  by  the  person  by  whom  the  same 
shall  have  been  taken,  and  such  certificates  shall 
be  received  and  recorded  by  the  said  secretary 
among  the  executive  proceedings.  And  the  chief 
justice  and  associate  justices,  and  all  other  civil 
officers  in  said  Territory,  before  they  act  as  such, 
shall  lake  a  like  oath  or  affirmation  before  the  said 


1848. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1005 


governor  or  secretary,  or  some  judge  or  justice  of 
the  peace  of  the  Territory,  who  may  be  duly  com- 
missioned and  quaHfied;  wliich  said  oath  or  affirm- 
ation siiail  be  certified  and  transmitted  by  the 
person  taking  the  same  to  the  secretary,  to  be  by 
him  recorded  as  aforesaid;  and,  afterwards,  the 
]ike  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  taken,  certified, 
and  recorded  in  such  manner  and  form  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  law.  The  governor  shall  receive  an 
annual  salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  as  gover- 
nor and  fifteen  hundred  dollars  as  superintendent 
of  Indian  aflTairs.  The  chief  justice  and  associate 
justices  shall  each  receive  an  annual  salary  of 
eighteen  hundred  dollars.  The  secretary  shall  re- 
ceive an  annual  salary  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars. 
The  said  salaries  shall  be  paid  quarter-yearly  at 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States.  There  shall 
be  appropriated  annually  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  expended  by  the  governor,  to  defray 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Territory;  and 
there  shall  also  be  appropriated  annually  a  suffi- 
cient sum,  to  be  expended  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Territory,  and  upon  an  estimate  to  be  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  printing  of  the  laws, 
and  other  incidental  expenses;  and  the  secretary 
of  the  Territory  shall  annually  account  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  the 
manner  in  which  the  aforesaid  sum  shall  have  been 
expended. 

Sec.  28.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  all  that  part  of 
the  territories  of  the  United  States  called  New 
Mexico,  acquired  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  friend- 
ship, limits,  and  settlement  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  Mexican  Republic,  con- 
cluded at  Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  on  the  second  day 
of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-eight, 
shall  be  organized  into  and  constitute  a  temporary 
government,  by  the  name  of  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico:  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  impah*  the  rights  of 
person  or  property  now  pertainhig  to  the  Indians 
m  said  Territory,  so  long  as  such  rights  shall  re- 
main unextinguished  by  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  such  Indians;  or  to  affect  the  authority 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  make 
any  regulation  respecting  such  Indians,  their  lands, 
property,  or  other  rights,  by  treaty,  law,  or  other- 
wise, which  it  would  have  been  competent  to  the 
Government  to  make  if  this  act  had  never  passed: 
Jlnd  provided  further,  That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall  be  construed  to  inhibit  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  from  dividing  said  Territory 
into  two  or  more  Territories,  in  such  manner  and 
at  such  times  as  Congress  shall  deem  convenient 
and  proper,  or  from  attaching  any  portion  of  said 
Territory  to  any  other  State  or  Territory  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  29.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  ex- 
ecutive power  and  authority  in  and  over  said  Ter- 
ritory of  New  Mexico  shall  be  vested  in  a  Gov- 
ernor, who  shall  hold  his  office  for  four  years,  and 
until  his  successor  shall  be  appointed  and  qualified, 
unless  sooner  removed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  The  Governor  shall  reside  within 
said  Territory,  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the 
militia  thereof,  shall  perform  the  duties  and  receive 
the  emoluments  of  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs; 
he  may  grant  pardons  for  offences  against  the  laws 
of  said  Territory,  and  reprieves  for  offences  against 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  until  the  decision  of 
the  President  can  be  made  known  thereon ;  he  shall 
commission  all  officers  who  shall  be  appointed  to 
office  under  the  laws  of  the  said  Territory,  and 
shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  execu- 
ted. 

Sec.  39.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
shall  be  a  Secretary  of  said  Territory,  who  shall 
reside  therein,  and  hold  his  office  for  four  years, 
unless  sooner  removed  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States;  he  shall  record  and  preserve  all  the 
laws  and  proceedings  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
hereinafter  constituted,  and  all  the  acts  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Governor  in  his  executive  depart- 
ment; he  shall  transmit  one  copy  of  the  laws,  and 
one  copy  of  the  executive  proceedings,  on  or  be- 
fore the  first  day  of  December  in  each  year,  to  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  two  copies  of  the  laws  to  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  the  President  of  the 
Senate,  for  the  u.-^e  of  Congress.  And,  in  case  of 
the  death,  removal,  resignation,  or  other  necessary 
absence  of  the  Governor  from  the  Territory,  the 


Secretary  shall  have,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  execute  and  perform,  all  the  pow- 
ers and  duties  of  the  Governor  during  such  vacancy 
or  necessary  absence,  or  until  another  Governor 
shall  be  duly  appointed  to  fill  such  vacancy- 

Sec.  31.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  thejudi- 
cial  power  of  said  Territory  shall  be  vested  in  a 
supreme  court,  district  courts,  probate  courts  and 
injustices  of  the  peace.  The  supreme  court  shall 
consist  of  a  chief  justice  and  one  associate  justice, 
who  shall  hold  a  term  at  the  seat  of  government  of 
said  Territory  annually,  and  they  shall  hold  their 
offices  during  the  period  of  four  years.  The  said 
Teriitory  shall  be  divided  into  two  judicial  dis- 
trcts,  and  a  district  court  shall  be  held  in  each  of 
said  districts  by  one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
court,  at  such  times  and  places  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  law;  and  the  said  judges  shall,  after 
their  appointments,  respectively,  reside  in  the  dis- 
tricts which  shall  be  assigned  them.  The  juris- 
diction of  the  several  couits  herein  provided  for, 
both  appellate  and  original,  and  that  of  the  probate 
courts,  and  of  justices  of  the  peace,  shall  be  as  lim- 
ited by  law:  Provided,  That  justices  of  the  peace 
shall  not  have  jurisdiction  of  any  matter  in  contro- 
versy when  the  title  or  boundaries  of  land  may  be 
in  dispute,  or  where  the  debt  or  sum  claimed  shall 
exceed  one  hundred  dollars;  and  the  said  supreme 
and  district  courts,  respectively,  shall  possess  a 
chancery  as  well  as  common  law  jurisdiction. 
Each  district  court,  or  the  judge  thereof,  shall  ap- 
point its  clerk,  who  shall  also  be  the  register  in 
chancery,  and  shall  keep  his  office  at  the  place 
where  the  court  may  be  held.  Writs  of  error,  bills 
of  exception,  and  appeals  shall  be  allowed  in  all 
cases  from  the  final  decisions  of  said  district  courts 
to  the  supreme  court,  under  such  regulations  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  law;  but  in  no  case  removed 
to  the  supreme  court,  shall  trial  by  jury  be  allowed 
in  said  court.  I'he  supreme  court,  or  the  justices 
thereof,  shall  appoint  its  own  clerk,  and  every  clerk 
shall  hold  his  office  at  the  pleasure  of  the  court  for 
which  he  shall  have  been  appointed.  Writs  of 
error  and  appeals  from  the  final  decisions  of  said 
supreme  court  shall  be  allowed,  and  may  be  taken 
to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
same  manner  and  under  the  same  regulations  as 
from  the  circuitcourtsof  the  United  States,  except 
only  that  in  all  cases  involving  title  to  slaves  the 
said  writs  of  error  or  appeals  shall  be  allowed  and 
decided  by  the  said  supreme  court,  without  regard 
to  the  value  of  the  matter,  property,  or  title  in 
controversy;  and  except,  also,  that  a  writ  of  error 
or  appeal  shall  be  allowed  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  from  the  decision  of  the  supreme 
court  created  by  this  act  or  any  judges  thereof,  or 
of  the  district  courts  created  by  this  act  or  of  any 
judge  thereof,  upon  any  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in- 
volving the  question  of  personal  freedom;  and  each 
of  the  said  district  courts  shall  have  and  exercise 
the  same  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  arising  under  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  tlie  United  Slates  as  is 
vested  in  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  the  first  six  days  of  every  term  of 
said  courts,  or  so  much  thereof  as  shall  be  neces- 
sary, shall  be  appropriated  to  the  trial  of  causes 
arising  under  the  said  Constitution  and  laws;  and 
writs  of  error  and  appeals,  in  all  such  cases,  shall  be 
made  to  the  supreme  court  of  said  Territory,  the 
same  as  in  other  cases.  The  said  clerk  shall  receive, 
in  all  such  cases,  the  same  fees  which  the  clerks  of 
the  district  courts  of  Wisconsin  Territory  hereto- 
fore received  for  similar  services. 

Sec.  32.  ,^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  appointed  an  Attorney  for  said  Territory,  who 
shall  continue  in  office  for  four  years,  unless  sooner 
removed  by  the  President,  and  who  shall  receive 
the  same  fees  and  salary  as  were  received  by  the 
Attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin.  There  shall  also  be  a  Marshal  for  the 
Territory  appointed,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for 
four  years,  unless  soonerremoved  by  the  President, 
and  who  shall  execute  all  processes  issuing  from 
the  said  courts,  when  exercising  their  jurisdiction 
as  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States; 
he  shall  perform  the  duties,  be  subject  to  the  same 
regulation  and  penalties,  and  be  entitled  to  the  same 
fees,  as  were  received  l)y  the  Marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Territory  of 
Wisconsin;  and  shall,  in  addition,  be  paid  two 
hundred  dollars  annually  as  a  compensation  for 
extra  services. 

Sec  33.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  legis- 
lative power  of  said  Territory  shall,  until  Congress 


shall  otherwise  provide,  be  vested  in  the  Governor, 
Secretary,  and  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  who, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  have  power  to  pass 
any  law  for  the  administration  of  justice  in  said 
Territory,  which  shall  not  be  repugnant  to  this 
act,  or  inconsistent  with  the  laws  and  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  But  no  law  shall  be  passed 
respecting  the  establishment  of  religion ,  or  respect- 
ing the  prohibition  or  establishment  of  African 
slavery,  or  interfering  with  the  primary  disposal 
of  the  soil,  and  no  tax  shall  be  imposed  upon  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  nor  shall  the  lands 
or  other  property  of  non-residents  be  taxed  higher 
than  the  lands  or  other  property  of  residents.  All 
the  laws  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and,  if  disapproved,  shall  be  null 
and  void. 

Sec.  34.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Gov- 
ernor, Secretary,  Chief  Justice,  and  Associate  Jus- 
tice, Attorney,  and  Marshal,  shall  be  nominated  and , 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The 
governor  and  secretary  to  be  appointed  as  afore- 
said shall,  before  they  act  as  such,  respectively 
take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  before  the  district  judge, 
or  some  justice  of  the  peace,  in  the  limits  of  said 
Territory,  duly  authorized  to  administer  oaths 
and  affirmations  by  the  laws  now  in  force  therein, 
or  before  the  chief  justice  or  some  associate  jus- 
tice of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Slates,  and 
faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  their  respect- 
ive offices;  which  said  oaths,  when  so  taken,  shall 
be  certified  by  the  person  by  whom  the  same  shall 
have  been  taken,  and  such  certificates  shall  be  re- 
ceived and  recorded  by  the  said  secretary  among 
the  executive  proceedings.  And  the  chief  justice 
and  associate  justice,  and  all  other  civil  officers  in 
said  Territory,  before  they  act  as  such,  shall  take 
a  like  oath  or  affirmation  before  the  said  governor 
or  secretary,  or  some  judge  or  justice  of  the  peace 
of  the  Territory,  who  may  be  duly  commissioned 
and  qualified,  which  said  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be 
certified  and  transmitted,  by  the  person  taking  the 
same,  to  the  secretary,  to  be  by  him  recorded  as 
aforesaid;  and  afterwards,  the  like  oath  or  affirma- 
tion shall  be  taken,  certified,  and  recorded,  in  such 
manner  and  form  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 
The  governor  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  fif- 
teen hundred  dollars  as  governor,  and  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars  as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs.  The 
chief  justice  and  associate  justice  shall  receive  an 
annual  salary  ofeighteen  hundreddollars.  The  sec- 
retary shall  receive  an  annual  salary  ofeighteen  hun- 
dred dollars.  The  said  salaries  shall  be  paid  quarter- 
yearly,  at  the  treasury  of  the  United  States.  There 
shall  be  appropriated,  annually,  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended  by  the  governor  to 
defray  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Territory ;  and 
there  shall  also  be  appropriated,  annually,  a  suffi- 
cient sum,  to  be  expended  by  the  secretary  of  the 
Territory,  and  upon  an  estimate  to  be  made  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  printmg  the  laws,  and  other 
incidental  expenses;  and  the  secretary  of  the  Ter- 
ritory shall  annually  account  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  for  the  manner 
in  which  the  aforesaid  sum  shall  have  been  ex- 
pended. 

Sec.  35.  Jtnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  the  United  States  are  hereby 
extended  over  and  declared  to  be  in  force  in  said 
Territories  of  California  and  New  Mexico,  so  far  as 
the  same,  or  any  provision  thereof,  may  be  appli- 
cable. 

Sec.  36.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  may,  at  his  discretion, 
appoint  for  and  within  the  Territories  any  number 
of  Indian  agents,  not  to  exceed  six;  said  agents  to 
receive  the  same  pay,  discharge  the  same  duties, 
and  be  subject  to  the  same  restrictions  and  liabili- 
ties as  Indian  agents  now  are  by  law;  and  that  the 
laws  regulating  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes 
now  in  force  shall  be  extended  and  be  in  force  in 
said  Territories. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  July  27,  1843. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  CONGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing, 

to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  printing  an 

extra  number  of  th«  memoir,  political,  geographi- 
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cal,  and  commercial,  on  the  present  state  and  pro- 
ductive resources  of  Siberia  and  the  Asiatic  islands, 
by  Aaron  H.  Palmer,  reported  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolicd,  That  extra  copies  of  said  memoir  be  not  printed. 

Mr.  CONGER  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  directing  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  furnish 
each  member  of  the  House  copies  of  all  acts  and 
resolutions  which  may  be  passed,  with  instructions 
to  ascertain  the  expense  of  the  same,  reported  the 
expense,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  at  ^200  a 
session. 

The  report  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
HOUSTON,  the  resolution  and  report  were  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  PUTNAM,  by  leave,  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to: 

Resnlied,  Tliat  the  C.inirnittee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds  inquire  aiul  e.vaniini'  as  to  ihe  nec.-ssity  of  another 
buiidiii!;  for  the  use  of  the  ililfi'icnt  puhlie  departments  ;  also, 
the  titne-s  for  such  pnr|insc  of  the  liuildiiig  reeentlj'  erected 
by  Mr.  Winder,  near  the  War  Department,  and  the  terms  on 
wliieli  tlie.-auie  can  he  purchased,  and  that  said  committee 
report  liy  hill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  FULTON,  by  leave,  previous  notice  having 
been  given,  introduced  a  bill  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment of  invalid  pensions  in  certain  cases.  Read 
twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions. 

Mr.  VENABLE,  from  the  Committee  on  Inva- 
lid Pensions,  reported  a  l)ill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Gawney.      Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  moved  that  the  House 
proceed  to  consider  the  special  order,  viz:  the  mes- 
sages of  the  President  of  the  United  Slates — the 
treaty  message  and  the  message  in  relation  to  the 
boundary  of  the  territory  acquired  of  Mexico. 
Lost. 

Mr.  McClelland,  from  the  Committee  on 
Rules,  reported  the  following,  to  be  inserted  in  lieu 
of  the  135th  rule: 

In  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  Ihe  bills  shall  he  taken  up  and  disposed  of  in  their 
Order  on  the  calendar;  hut,  when  objection  is  made  to  the 
consideration  of  a  bill,  a  majority  of  the  committee  shall  de- 
cide, without  debate,  whether  it  shall  be  taken  up  and  dis- 
posed of  or  laid  aside:  Provided,  That  general  appropriation 
bills,  and,  in  time  of  war,  bills  for  raising  men  or  money, 
and  bills  concerning  a  treaty  of  peace,  shall  be  preferred  to 
all  other  bills,  at  the  discretion  of  the  committee,  and,  when 
demanded  by  any  member,  the  question  shall  be  first  put  in 
regard  to  them. 

Mr.  McClelland  explained  the  provisions 
of  the  present  rule  and  of  the  proposed  amendment — 
the  former  requiring  business  to  be  proceeded  with 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  and  in  Corninittee  of  the  Whole  House,  in 
the  Older  of  the  calendar,  and  placing  it  out  of  the 
power  of  the  majority  to  change  the  order  of  busi- 
ness; the  latter  providing  that  the  calendar  be  called 
in  order,  but  that  on  bills  being  objected  to,  a  major- 
ity of  the  corninittee  should  decide  without  debate 
whether  they  would  proceed  with  their  considera- 
tion or  pass  to  subsequent  orders. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  opposed  the  amendment, 
and  argued  that  the  rule,  as  it  now  stood,  promoted 
the  just  order  and  despatch  of  business,  both  on 
the  jiart  of  the  standing  committees  and  the  House; 
and  that  the  cause  of  the  delay  of  business  this  ses- 
sion lay  rather  with  the  members  in  their  debates 
than  with  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  i 
and  would  name  but  one  reason,  viz:  that  it  would 
enaljlc  the  House  to  act  at  this  session  upon  bills 
of  vast  importance  to  the  entire  country,  which 
otherwise  they  would  be  unable  to  reach:  among 
them  the  internal-improvement  bills.  He  demanded 
the  previous  (juestion. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  lay  the  propo- 
sition on  the  taljle. 

Tiie  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  and  taken  on 
the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table,  and  resulted: 
Yeas  83,  nays  10.'). 

The  fircvious  question  was  then  seconded;  and 
under  the  operation  thereof,  the  rule  as  reported 
by  the  committee  in  lieu  of  the  135th  rule  was 
adopted. 

NEW   MEXrCO   AND  CALIFORNIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KAUFM.'VN,  the  IIou.se  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  special  order, 
viz:  the  messages  of  the  President  of  the  United 
fStntes — the  treaty  message  and  the  message  in  re- 
lation to  the  boundary  of  the 'I'errilories  ceded  by 
Mexico  to  the  United  Slates. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  being  entitled  to  the  floor,  ad- 


dressed the  House  in  reply  to  Mr.  Vinton.  He 
denied  to  the  United  States  the  right,  in  organizing 
a  Territorial  Government  for  New  Mexico,  to  in- 
terfere with  the  territorial  rights  of  Texas,  as  de- 
fined by  her  treaty  with  Mexico  of  May  14,  1836, 
and  also  by  her  "  statute  of  limits"  of  December 
19,  1836.  He  contended  that  Congress  could  not 
curtail  the  territorial  limits  claimed  by  Texas  with- 
out her  consent,  without  a  palpable  infraction  of 
the  Constitution,  a  violation  of  the  letter  and  the 
spirit  of  the  compact  of  annexation,  a  nullifica- 
tion of  solemn  treaties  entered  into  by  the  United 
States,  and  a  total  disregard  of  the  plighted  faith  of 
the  nation.  He  cited  the  precedents  of  the  claims 
of  Maine  and  Massachusetts  in  regard  to  the  "  dis- 
puted territory"  on  our  northeastern  boundary, 
and  concluded  by  invoking  all  parties  to  harmony, 
conciliation,  and  union. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  then  took  the  floor,  and  made 
a  speech  on  the  subject  of  freedom  and  slavery  in 
the  Territories,  &c. 

Mr.  STANTON  followed,  chiefly  in  reply  to 
the  speech  of  Mr.  Vinton,  delivered  some  days 
since,  and  taking  the  range  of  political  subjects 
generally. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  spoke  on  politics  in  general, 
and  on  the  merits  of  the  candidates  for  the  Presi- 
dential office. 

Mr.  BOWDON  then  obtained  the  floor, 

And  the  House  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  July  28,  1848. 

The, Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  asked  leave  to  report, 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Territories,  bills  to  es- 
tablish Territorial  Governments  in  New  Mexico 
and  California.     Objected  to. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  private  calendar.     Lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GOGGIN,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  the  orders  of  the  day. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Shaffer,  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  2d  of 
June  last  without  amendment,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and,  being  engrossed,  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKA  Y,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  business  on  the  Speaker's 
table. 

And  the  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  com- 
munications, as  follows: 

A  coinmunication  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of 
the  26th  ultimo,  a  report  of  the  strength  of  the  dif- 
ferent corps  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  after 
the  discharge  of  those  who,  by  tlie  terms  of  their 
enlistment  and  the  operation  of  existing  laws,  are 
required  to  be  discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war 
with  Mexico. 

The  report  shows  the  number  of  five  years' 
men  in  the  different  corps,  as  far  as  can  be  ascer- 
tained from  the  records  of  the  Adjutant  General's 
Otfice,  to  be,  viz: 

The  two  regiment-:  of  dragoons 1,093 

The  regiment  of  mounted  riflemen 427 

The  four  regiments  of  artillery 2,830 

The  eiglit  regiments  of  infantry 3,794 

8,147 
Recruits  in  dep6tv 719 

Total  strength  of  army  after  the  discharge  of  soldiers 
enlisted  f(jr  the  war 8,866 

The  letter  and  report  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting 
a  report  on  the  claim  of  William  Vawlers,  deceased, 
in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  the 
3d  instant.     Laid  on  the  tal)le. 

A  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  transmit- 
ting, in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House,  a 
table  showing  the  annual  cost  of  mail  transporta- 
tion, and  the  annual  receipts  of  postage  in  each 
State  and  Territory  of  the  United  States,  for  the  ' 
ten  years  preceding  July  1,  1847.  Referred  to  the  I 
Committee  on  the  Post  OIHce  and  Post  Roads.  [ 

A  tabular  statement  fioni  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Otfice,  showing  the  estimated  j 
surface  of  the  Territories  of  the  United  Stales  | 
north  and  west  of  the  regularly  organized  States  I 
of  the  Union,  and  the  portions  of  territory  north  j 
and  south  of  the  parallel  of  3ft°  30'  north  latitude.  | 


Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House,  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate, 
to  the  bill  of  the  Senate  renewing  certain  naval 
pensions  for  the  terin  of  five  years,  and  extending 
the  benefits  of  existing  laws  respecting  naval  pen- 
sions to  engineers,  firemen,  and  coal-heavers,  in 
the  navy,  and  to  their  widows. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  House  insisted 
upon  its  amendments  to  said  bill,  and  a  Commit- 
tee of  Conference  was  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
House,  to  confer  with  a  similar  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate,  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  on  said  bill. 

OREGON,   CALIFORNIA,  AND  NEW  MEXICO. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  Territorial 
Governments  in  Oregon,  California,  and  New 
Mexico,  was  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  BOYD  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  PETTIT  desired  to  inquire,  whether,  if  the 
House  should  negative  these  motions,  it  would  be 
in  order  to  move  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  select  com- 
mittee.-' 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  moved  a  call  of 
the  House,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays 
thereon. 

Mr.  BOYD  (still  standing  in  his  place)  claimed 
the  floor  upon  his  own  motion.  He  had  made  the 
motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  State  of  the  Union,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
the  earliest  consideration  of  the  measure. 

TheSPEAKERsaid,thatallthemotionsbutthat 
which  was  made  by  the  gentl^inan  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Botd]  were  superseded,  and  the  question 
would  be  on  the  motion  to  refer  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  BOYD  proceeded.  It  is,  indeed,  an  im- 
portant measure.  Our  newly-acquired  territory 
should  not  be  left  in  the  hands  of  Mexicans,  nor 
our  settlers  in  Oregon  to  the  merciless  butcheries 
of  the  Indians.  But,  sir,  there  are  other  and  higher 
considerations  involved  in  this  measure.  The  fate 
of  this  Union  may,  in  a  great  degree,  depend  on 
the  action  of  this  body  with  reference  to  some  of 
the  provisions  of  this  bill.  Should  we  not,  then, 
in  the  spirit  of  concession  and  compromise,  pro- 
ceed to  settle,  now  and  forever,  the  vexed  and  dis- 
tracting question  of  slavery,  by  the  passage  of  this 
measure?  It  might  be  that  a  majority  of  the 
House  would  stand  opposed  to  the  bill  in  its  pres- 
ent shape;  still  he  hoped  gentlemen  would  not,  for 
that  reason,  give  it  the  go-by,  by  laying  it  on  the 
table.  He  desired  most  earnestly  to  see  this  or 
some  other  measure  of  compromise  adopted.  If 
we  cannot  agree  to  pass  this  bill,  in  Heaven's 
name  let  us  endeavor  to  agree  upon  something 
else.  Let  the  bill  go  to  the  committee,  where  we 
can  examine  it,  exchange  opinions  upon  it,  com- 
mune with  each  other — not  as  partisans,  but  as 
men  and  as  patriots — to  the  end  that  this  vexed 
and  dangerous  question  may  be  settled. 

By  laying  this  bill  upon  the  table,  the  House 
would,  in  effect,  proclaim  to  the  country  their  in- 
disposition to  settle  the  question  now  upon  any 
terrns,  and  agitation,  with  all  its  deplorable  conse- 
quences, must  go  on. 

In  the  behalf  of  our  common  constituency,  I  am 
constrained  now  to  appeal  to  gentlemen  on  both 
sides  to  join  me  in  an  honest,  earnest  eflbrt,  to 
compromise  this  (luestion,  and  give  peace  to  the 
country. 

Mr.  B.  concluded  by  moving  a  call  of  the  House; 
but  gave  way  for 

Mr.  McCLERNAND,  who  said,  by  permission 
of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  he  desired  to 
make  one  or  two  observations. 

Mr.  BOYD  would  withdraw  the  motion  for  a 
call  of  the  House,  if  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
would  renew  it. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  promised  to  do  so,  and 
was  then  permitted  to  proceed.  He  said  the  ques- 
tion involved  in  this  bill  was  one  of  the  most  mo- 
mentous character.  It  was  one  which  deeply 
involved  the  peace  of  the  country  and  our  re|)ubli- 
can  institutions.  It  was  important  in  another 
point  of  view.  We  had  just  now  emerged  from  a 
war  of  two  years'  duration,  during  which  time  a 
large  amount  of  public  treasure  had  been  expended, 
and  much  valuable  blood  had  been  shed.     Among 
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the  results  of  that  war  we  had  acquired  extensive 
territory  in  California  and  New  Mexico,  which 
was  of  great  value;  and  now  the  question  presented 
itself,  shall  the  fruits  of  this  war,  which  had  cost 
us  so  much  blood  and  treasure,  be  thrown  away, 
or  should  they  be  secured  and  perpetuated  in  pos- 
session of  the  people  of  the  United  States  by  the 
passage  of  this  or  some  other  bill  which  might 
meet  more  general  acceptance?  He  should  vote 
against  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table.  He  now 
renewed  the  motion  for  ihe  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  desired  to  make  a  few 
remark.s  with  the  permissisn  of  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois — only  five  words. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  would  assent,  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  would  renew  the  motion  for 
a  call  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SMITH  acceded  to  the  terms,  and  then 
said  he  should  be  entirely  satisfied  to  have  this  bill 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  if  he  thought  any  good  would 
result  from  giving  it  that  direction.  But  he  was 
thoroughly  convinced  that  the  reference  of  that  bill 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  would  but  protract  this  session  of  Congress, 
without  producing  any  beneficial  results  whatever. 
He  was  willing  to  avow  that  he  was  opposed  to 
this  bill,  decidedly  and  uncompromisingly.  He 
was  willing  to  settle  the  vexed  question  of  slavery 
in  the  Territories  on  any  fair  and  unobjectionable 
grounds;  but  he  utterly  and  entirely  denied  that 
this  bill  held  out  any  promise  of  a  settlement  of 
that  question.  If  that  bill  should  become  the  law 
of  the  land,  so  far  from  settling  the  agitation  which 
prevails  through  the  country,  and  calming  the 
troubled  waters,  it  would  only  add  to  the  existing 
agitation,  and  increase  the  difficulties  by  which  it 
was  surrounded.  Was  there  ever  a  compromise 
heard  of  in  which  a  people's  rights  and  interests 
were  direct  antipodes  to  each  other?  Yet  such 
was  the  compromise  of  this  bill.  Its  southern 
advocates  contended  that  it  would  be  the  means 
of  extending  slavery  over  that  territory  in  which 
slavery  did  not  now  exist;  and  if  that  was  its 
character,  he  should  not  give  it  his  sanction. 

Ask  some  of  its  southern  Senatorial  advocates 
why  they  supported  the  passageofthis  bill,  and  they 
would  reply  that,  under  its  operation,  they  would 
be  entitled  to  carry  their  slaves  to  this  Territory. 
Ask  what  were  tiie  grounds  on  which  those  from  the 
North  gave  it  their  support,  and  they  were  told ,  on 
thecontrary,  that  slavery  would  be  excluded.  Was 
there,  then,  any  compromise  in  that?  None.  It 
was  only  increasing  the  difficulties  and  agitation, 
■which  must  exist,  with  no  prospect  of  a  settlement. 
He  did  not  desire  to  see  Congress  adjourn  without 
affording  those  Territories  .some  appropriate  gov- 
ernment. He  asked  the  House  this  morning  for 
leave  to  report  bills  to  provide  a  government  for 
each  of  these  Territories,  but  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  objected  to  it.  He  had 
such  bills  now  drawn  up  to  provide  Territorial 
Governments  for  California  and  New  Mexico. 
They  had  alieady  a  bill  before  them  to  establish  a 
Territorial  Government  for  Oregon. 

Mr.  CATHCART  said  that  the  objection  came 
from  his  (Mr.  S.'s)  own  side  of  the'House;  and 
that  the  gentleman  before  him  [Mr.  Goggin]  was 
the  first  to  object. 

Mr.  SMITH.  The  gentleman  withdrew  his  ob- 
jection. Well,  he  hoped  hereafter  that  he  should 
have  an  opportunity  to  present,  and  that  the  House 
would  consent  to  receive,  his  report,  and  that  before 
Congress  adjourned  it  would  pass  those  bills.  He 
was  as  desirous  as  any  individual  that  they  should 
be  passed,  and  Territorial  Governments  in  these 
Territories  be  established ;  but  he  saw  no  good  that 
could  result  either  to  the  South  or  to  the  North,  or 
to  any  portion  of  this  countty,  by  wasting  time  at 
this  laie  period  of  the  session  in  a  fruitless  discus- 
sion of  the  bill  before  them.  It  had  already  been 
fully  discussed,  not  in  the  House,  yet  in  the  hear- 
ing of  every  member  of  the  House,  and  the  mind 
of  every  one  of  them  was  made  up  respecting  it. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  they  should  come  to  a  de- 
cisive lest  vote. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware.  Will  my  hon- 
orable /ricnd  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Smith]  allow  mc 
to  make  a  single  remark,  or  rather,  to  propound  a 
single  inquiry  to  him  ?  I  do  not,  1  can  assure  him, 
desire  at  this  time  to  say  anything,  either  one  way 
or  the  other,  in  regard  to  the  supposed  merits  or 
demerits  of  the  bill  now  before  us.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose, at  this  preliminary  stage  of  the  matter,  to 


enter  upon  a  general  discussion  of  the  provisions 
of  the  bill,  as  my  honorable  friend  seems  inclined 
to  do,  but  I  wish  to  make  one  suggestion  for  his 
consideration,  and  for  the  consideration  of  every 
honorable  member  on  this  floor,  and  it  is  this:  Is 
it  just,  is  it  fair,  to  force  this  measure  to  a  final 
decision  in  this  House  without  affording  ample 
time  for  the  consideration  and  discussion  of  it  ?  For 
my  own  part,  I  am  free  to  say  that  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  vote  either  for  or  against  this  bill  without 
an  opportunity  to  assign  my  reasons  for  it;  and  I 
would  respectfully  ask  if  it  is  right,  if  it  is  honor- 
able, if  it  is  magnanimous  in  the  House  to  compel 
members  to  act  upon  this,  by  far  the  most  im- 
l^ortant  and  momentous  question  which  has  been 
presented  for  our  consideration  during  the  pi-esent 
Congress,  without  a  full,  free,  and  fair  opportunity 
to  weigh  and  discuss  it?  For  my  own  part,  I  am 
free  to  confess,  as  I  have  ah-eady  staled,  that  I  am 
not  prepared  to  vote  upon  it  until  I  have  had  an 
opportunity  of  making  known  the  opinions  which 
will  govern  and  control  my  action  in  relation  to  it, 
and  1  trust  it  will  not  be  pressed  to  a  decision  at 
this  moment. 

Mr.  SMITH  did  not  yield  the  floor  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Delaware  to  make  a  speech.  He  did 
not  intend  to  make  a  speech  himgclf.  He  did  not 
desire  any  debate  on  this  question,  and  he  hoped 
no  debate  would  arise  upon  it.  In  order  to  test 
the  sense  of  members  of  the  House,  he  would  move 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  then  comply  with 
his  promise  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
McClernand]  by  moving  a  call  of  the  House. 

[Great  excitement  and  confusion.] 

Mr.  BAYLY  asked  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
to  withdraw  thatmotion.  [Most  emphatic"  noes" 
from  all  parts  of  the  House.]  There  had  been  un- 
fair remarks  made  against  this  bill.  [Loud  cries 
of"  order!"] 

Mr.  BAYLY  appealed  to  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana.      [Renewed  cries  of  "  order  !"] 

Mr.  McLANE  rose  to  a  point  of  order. 

The  SPEAKER  said  the  Chair  would  receive 
no  suggestion  of  order  until  the  House  came  to 
order  itself,  and  gentlemen  took  their  seats. 

Order  having  been  partially  restored — 

Mr.  McLANE  stated  his  point  of  order  to  be 
that  it  was  not  competent  for  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  to  subrrrit  two  motions  at  once — the  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table,  and  the  motion  for  a  call 
of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  sustained  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  SMITH  then  moved  a  call  of  the  House 
alone. 

The  call  was  ordered,  and  the  roll  having  been 
called  through,  209  members  answered  to  their 
names. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  moved  to  dispense  with  further 
proceedings  in  the  call.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  inquired  of  the  Chair  whether 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  Stephens]  had 
not  moved  to  lay  this  bill  upon  the  table? 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  the  gentleman  had 
made  such  a  motion,  supposing  at  the  time  that 
he  was  entitled  to  the  floor;  but  another  gentleman 
having  stated  that  he  had  not  relinquished  the 
floor,  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
had  of  course  been  pronounced  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  here  said  that  he  admitted, 
with  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Boyd,] 
that  this  bill  was  connected  with  a  question  of  the 
deepest  interest;  but  he  could  not  believe,  as  that 
gentleman  seemed  to  do,  that  its  passage  would 
secure  peace  and  quiet  to  the  country;  if  he  did,  he 
should  be  willing  to  protract  this  session  indefinitely 
till  it  was  passed.  But,  as  he  read  the  bill,  all  it 
did  was  merely  to  postpone  the  question,  not  to 
settle  it,  or  give  any  peace  to  the  country.  The 
session  was  already  of  unusual  length:  he  thought 
it  was  time  they  should  go  home.  He  had  no 
belief  that  the  question  could  be  settled  during  the 
pi'esent  session;  and,  wishing  to  bring  it  to  a  test 
vote,  he  would  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

A  demand  was  raised  from  all  quarters  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered;  and,  being 
taken,  resulted  as  follows: 

V'EAS— Messrs.  At)l)()lt,  Adams,  Ashmun,  Belcher,  Bing- 
hain,  llhiiiPliiird,  Boydoii,  Biickner,  Butler,  Canby,  Clapp, 
C()lliuiii_ir,  CDlliiis,  CoMsji'i',  Cranston,  Cnnvoll,  Crczipr,  Dar- 
ling, Dickey,  Dixon,  Donnell,  Dnur,  Daniel  Duncan,  Dunn, 
Kekert,  Edwards,  llintiree,  Nallian  Evans,  Faran,  I'\irrolly, 
Pislier,  Frei  dley,  I'Vics,  CJiddiiiiis,  Gott,  Gregory,  Giinnell, 
Hale,  Nallian  IC  Mall,  Ilinnnons,  James  G.  Hampton, 
Moses  nainpton,  Hinlej ,  Hmny,  Elias  B.  Holmiw,  Hul,- 
Irard,  Hudson,  Joseph  1{.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Jenkins,  ICellogij, 
Daniel  P.  King,  Laliin,  WilliuuiT.  Lawrence,  Sidney  Lavv- 


rence,  Lincoln,  Lord,  Lynde,  Maclay,  McClelland,  Mcll- 
vaine,  Horace  Mann,  Marsh,  Marvin,  Morri.s,  Miillin, 
Nelson,  Nes,  Newell,  Nicoll,  Palfrey,  Peaslee,  J'eck,  Pen- 
dlelon,  Pi'trie,  Pollock,  Putnam,  Keynolds,  Julius  Hoekwell, 
John  A.  Rockwell,  Rose,  Rumsey,  fcjt.  John,  t-chenck,  SJier- 
rill,  Silvester,  Slingerland,  Smart,  Caleb  B.  Sinilh,  Robert 
Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Starkweather,  Stephens,  Andrew 
Stewart,  Charles  E.  Smart,  tftrohin,  Strong,  Tallniad«e, 
Taylor,  James  Thompson,  Richard  VV.  Thomp-on,  John 
B.  Thompson,  William  Thoni[)son,  Thurston,  Tuck,  Van 
Dyke,  Vinton,  Warren,  Wentvvorth,  While,  Wiley,  and 
Wilmot— 112. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atkinson,  Barringer,  Barrow,  Bayly, 
Beale,  Bedinger,  Birdsall,  Bocuck,  Botts,Bovvdon,  Bowlin, 
Boyd,  Brodliead,  William  G.  Urown,  Cliarles  Brown,  Albert 
G.  Brown,  Burl,  Cabell,  Catheart,  Chapman,  Franklin  Clark, 
Beverly  L.  Clarke,  Clingman,  Howell  Cohb,  Williamson  R. 
W.  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crisfieiri,  Daniel,  Dickinson,  Alexander 
Evans,  Fealheiston,  Ficklin,  Flournoy,  French,  Fulton, 
Gayle,  Gentry,  Goggin,  Green,  Willard  P.  Hall,  Hatal.son, 
Harmanson,  Harris,  Hill,  Hilliard,  Isaac  E.  Holmes,  George 
S.Houston,  John  W.  Houston,  Inge,  Charles  J.  Insersoll, 
Iverson,  Jameson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Robert  VV.  Johnson, 
George  VV,  Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Keniion, 
Thomas  BiUler  King,  La  S6re,  Ligon,  Luiripkiu,  McCler- 
nand, McDowell,  McKay,  McLaiie,  Job  M.inn,  Meade, 
Miller,  Morehead,  Outlaw,  Pettit,  Peyton,  Pillrbury,  Pres- 
ton, Rliett,  Richardson,  Uichey,  Robinson,  Rockliill,  Sawyer, 
Sheppcrd,  Simpson,  Sims,  Stanton,  'J  hibodeau.x,  Thomas, 
Jacob  Thompson,  Robert  A.Thompson,  Tompkins.  Toombs, 
Turner,  Venable,  Wallace,  Wick,  VVillianis,  aiid  Wood- 
ward— 97. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
just  taken. 

Mr.  WHITE  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table. 

On  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken, 
and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Ashmun,  Belcher,  Bing- 
ham, Blanchard,  Boydou,  Buckner,  Butler,  C.uiby,  Clapp, 
Franklin  Clark,  (/'ollainer,  Collins,  Conger,  Cranston,  Crow- 
ell,  Crozier,  Darling,  Dickey,  Di,\on,  Donnell,  Duer,  Daniel 
Duncan,  Garnett  IJuncan,  Dunn,  Eckert,  Edwards,  Embree, 
Nathan  Evans,  Faran,  Farrelly,  Fisher,  Freedley,  Fries, 
Giddings,  Gott,  Gregory,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall, 
Hammons,  James  G.  Hampton,  Moses  Hampton,  Ha.-keli, 
Henley,  Henry,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Joseph 
fi.  Ingersoll,  Irvin,  Jenkins, Kellogg,  Daniel  P,  King,Lahin, 
William  T.  Lawrence,  Sidney  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Lord, 
Lynde,  Mac|ay,  McClelland,  Mcllvaine,  Horace  Mann, 
Marsh,  Marvin,  Morris,  Mnhin,  Nelson, Nes, Newell,  Nicoll, 
Palfrey,  Peaslee,  Peek,  Pendleton,  Petrie,  P(dlock,  Put- 
nam, Reynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Ho^e, 
Rumsey,  St.  John,  Schenck,  Sherrill,  Silvester,  Slingerland, 
Smarl,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Starkweather,  Ste- 
phens, Andrew  Stewart,  Charles  E,  Stuart,  Strohm,  Strong, 
Tallmadge,  Taylor,  James  Thompson,  Richard  VV,  Thomp- 
son, Jolni  B.  Thomp-on,  William  Thompson,  Thur.-ton, 
Tuck,  Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  Warren,  Wentwoith,  White,  Wi- 
ley, anil  Wilmot — 114. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atkinson,  Barringer,  Barrow,  Bayly, 
Beale,  Bedinger,  Birdsall,  Bocoek,  Bulls,  Bowdnn,  Bovvlin, 
Boyd,  Brodhead,  William  G,  Brown,  Charles  Brown,  Albert 
G.  Brown,  Burt,  Cabell,  Cathcart,  Chapman,  Beverly  L. 
Clarke,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  VV.  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cris- 
field,  Cummins,  Daniel, "Dickinson,  Alexander  Evans,  Feath- 
erslon,  Ficklin,  Flournoy,  French,  Fulton,  Gayle,  Gentry, 
Goggin,  Green,  Willard  P.  Hall,  Haralson,  Harmanson, 
Harris,  Hill,  Hilliard,  Isaac  E,  Holmes,  George  S.  Hou^lon, 
John  VV.  Houston,  luge,  C,  J.  Ingersoll,  Iverson,  Jameson, 
Andrew  Johnson,  Robert  W.  Johnson,  Geoige  VV.  Junes, 
John  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Keniion,  Thomas  Butler  King, 
La  S6re,  Ligon,  Lumpkin,  McClernand,  McDowell,  McKay-, 
McLane,  Jrib  Mann,  Meade,  Miller,  Morehead,  Outlaw, 
Pettit,  Peyton,  Pillshury,  t'reslon,  Uliett,  Richardson,  Hichey, 
Robinson,  Roekhill,  Sawyer,  Shepperd,  Simpson,  Sims, 
Stanton,  Thibodeaux,  Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson,  Robert 
A.  Thompson,  Tompkins,  Toombs,  Turner,  Venable,  Wal- 
lace, Wick,  Williams,  and  Woodward — 96, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Morehead,  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  the  chair.) 

THE  OREGON  BILL. 

The  Oregon  bill  having  been  taken  up — 

Mr.  ADAMS,  of  Kentucky,  who  had  the  floor 
from  a  preceding  day,  addressed  the  committee 
mainly  on  the  question  of  slavery  in  the  Territory, 
over  which  he  believed  Congress  had  control,  and 
incidentally  in  reply  to  positions  assumed  by  his 
colleagues  heretofore. 

Mr!  COLLINS  followed  in  favor  of  the  doctrine 
of  the  proviso. 

Mr.  DUNN  then  adtlressed  the  committee  in  a 
speech  upon  general  politics. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  followed  Mr.  Diimn 
in  a  speech  urging  Congress  to  act  immediately 
on  the  bill  to  establish  the  Territorial  Government 
of  Oregon. 

Mr.  MULLIN  then  got  the  floor,  and  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  a  committee  of  con- 
ference be  appointed  to  meet  a  similar  committee 
on  ihe  part  of  the  Senate,  to  confer  on  the  disagree- 
ing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  naval  appro* 
priation  bill.    Agreed  to. 

And  then  the  House  Rtljournsd, 
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PETITIONS,   ETC. 

The  following  ineinoiial  and  petition  were  presented  un- 
der the  rule  and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  DARLING:  A  memorial  of  citizens  of  the  late 
StorklMrrii»e  trilie  of  Indians,  in  Wisconsin,  asking  relief 
from  ditfienlties  arising  under  Ihe  act  of  Congress,  of  Au- 
gust G,  It^-IB,  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief 
of  ilie  !?loeKbridge  trihe  of  Indians,  and  for  oilier  purposes," 
apnroviil  March  3.  l!M3. 

By  Mr.  P ALFRtY  :  The  petition  of  Hon.  William  Jack- 
son and  216  others,  of  Newton,  Massachusetts,  praying 
for  a  law  prohibiiing  the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  July  28,  1848.    ' 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  tlie  Senate 
a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Department, 
in  relation  to  certain  unexpended  halances  of  ap- 
propriations for  the  surveys  of  the  public  lands, 
made  in  compliance  wiih  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  20ih  instant ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
July  21.st,  calliiio^  for  the  returns   of  the  corporal 

fiunishmenis  inflicted  on  board  the  ships  of  the 
ine,  frigates,  and  sloops  of  war;  which  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

REPORTS   FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the 
case  of  Haym  M.  Salomon. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  reported  the  following  House 
bill  without  amendment:  An  act  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  William  Pittman. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  adverse  reports  on  the  memorials  of  Jedediah 
Gray,  Amos  Doughty,  and  John  Beelly,  accom- 
panied by  reports  in  each  case. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  L.  Brent  and 
Joseph  Graham;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Joseph  McAIee, 
deceased;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the  amendments  to 
the  House  l>ill  making  appropriation  for  the  naval 
eervice,  made  a  report  recommending  that  the  Sen- 
ate concur  in  the  first  two  amendments  of  the 
House,  and  insist  on  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate; which  re|)ort  was  concurred  in,  and  a  Com- 
mittee of  Conference  of  three  Senators  was  ap- 
pointed on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE, 

Resolial,  Tliat  a  Select  Committee  of  five  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  lor  the  piiblica- 
tiun,  as  a  national  work,  and  without  copy-right,  under  the 
riireelioii  of  Congress,  of  the  re.-ults  of  the  recent  exploring 
exriedillon  of  J.  (;.  Fremont  to  California  and  Oregon  ;  and 
al.->o  into  the  expediency  of  providins;  for  continuing  and 
c..in|)lelin^  the  >urveys  and  exploralinns  of  the  said  Fi6- 
inont  in  Oregtjn  and  California,  with  a  view  to  develop  the 
ceogra|)hy  ol  those  countries,  and  to  discover  the  practical 
lines  of  communication  by  railro;uls  or  otherwise  between 
Ihe  v.illey  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Pacific  Ocean:  the 
results  of  said  further  explorations  to  be  published  under 
the  direction  ol  Congress,  as  a  national  work,  without  copy- 
right. 

The  CHAIR,  announced  the  committee  as  fol- 
lows; Messrs.  Breese,  Borland,  Clarke,  Dodge, 
and  Metcalfe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FELCH, 

JOs/ded,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  be 
insliueied  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing  an 
outfit  to  the  Conimissioner  of  the  riandwich  Islands. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  on  Wednes- 
day last  by  Mr.  Hale,  was  taken  up  and  agreed 
to: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  furnish 
the  Senate  with  an  account  of  the  gross  amount  paid  and 
allowed  each  olficer  or  per-on  whose  name  appears  in  the 
Aiiny  Register  for  the  current  year ;  and  also  to  Inform  the 
Henale  why  Haid  information  is  not  contained  in  the  Army 
Regi>ter  for  the  present  year,  agreeably  lo  the  requirements 
of  a  re-i(dnlion  of  the  Mouse  of  Representatives  passed  the 
lOth  February,  H-'Ki. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
nttach  the  Territory  of  Nebiasku  to  the  surveying 
district  of  Arkansas;  which  was  rend  twice,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

A  joint  resolution  adding  a  new  rule  relative  to 
the  condition  in  which  the  unfinished  business  of 
the  se».sion  should  be  taken  up  at  the  next  se8.sion, 
was  received  from  the  House  of  ReprcBcntatives, 


and  was  taken  up  for  consideration ;  and ,  after  some 
colloquial  discussion — in  which  Messrs.  .JOHN- 
SON of  Louisiana,  UNDERWOOD,  DOWNS, 
and  KING  expi'essed  opinions  favorable  to  its 
adoption,  and  Messrs.  BENTON  and  BRIGHT 
opposed  it  as  an  innovation  of  an  injurious  char- 
acter— the  joint  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  bill  for  the  payment  of  the  liquidated 
claims  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  was  taken 
up  and  concurred  in. 

Mr.  MASON  submitted  a  resolution  to  devote 
this  day  to  the  consideration  of  private  bills;  but 

Mr.  DAYTON,  suggesting  that  two  public  bills 
ought  to  be  fii-st  acted  on,  objected  to  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution. 

And  it  lies  over,  under  the  rule. 

FOREIGN  CRIMINALS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAYTON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  cer- 
tain treaty  stipulations  between  the  United  States 
and  foreign  Governments  in  relation  to  the  appre- 
hension of  and  delivering  up  of  certain  offenders. 

The  bill  being  under  consideration  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  DAYTON  referred  to  the  existing  treaties 
on  the  subject  with  Great  Britain  and  France.  A 
case  had  occurred  under  the  former  in  which  the 
fugitive  was  surrendered.  A  case  had  also  occurred 
under  tiie  French  treaty,  in  which  Judge  Betts, 
of  New  York,  held  a  fugitive  charged  with  for- 
gery. By  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  this  case  was 
brought  to  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  where 
it  was  refused  to  be  considered,  because  Judge 
Betts  heard  the  case  in  chambers,  and  the  Supreme 
Court  held  it  had  no  jurisdiction  in  the  case.  He 
stated  that,  under  all  the  circumstances,  this  bill 
was  reported,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be  promptly 
passed. 

Mr.  HALE  suggested  that  there  was  a  defect 
in  the  bill,  inasmuch  as  it  brought  citizens  of  the 
United  States  within  the  operation  of  the  bill,  and 
subjected  them  to  be  delivered  up  without  form  of 
trial.  He  had  prepared  an  amendment,  which  he 
would  move  to  introduce  at  the  end  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAYTON  objected  to  the  amendment  as 
subjecting  every  criminal  to  a  trial  by  jury  before 
he  shall  be  delivered  up.  If  anything  of  this  kind 
is  desired,  the  treaty  ought  to  be  amended.  We 
are  bound  to  carry  out  treaties  as  they  stand. 

Mr.  HALE  said  he  looked  on  these  extraditional 
treaties  with  jealousy,  and  he  thought  the  Senate 
ought  to  do  so,  especially  in  such  times  as  these, 
when  we  nfiay  expect  enough  business  of  this  kind 
on  our  hands.  Suppose  an  individual  denies  that 
he  is  the  person  designated,  and  that  most  difficult 
question — the  question  of  identity — should  arise, 
it  ought  to  be  settled  before  the  person  is  deliv- 
ered up.  The  object  of  his  amendment  was  to 
give  the  person  an  apportunity  to  prove  his  inno- 
cence. He  called  on  the  Senate  to  be  careful  not 
to  lessen  the  securities  for  personal  freedom. 

Mr.  KING  said  that  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire  had  taken  a  wrong  view  of  the  matter. 
This  bill  did  not  touch  political  olVences.  As  to 
American  citizens  being  taken  in  foreign  countries 
for  crimes,  there  was  no  danger  that  any  would  be 
wrongfully  claimed  by  our  Government.  He  stated 
the  difficulties  he  had  to  encounter  while  in  France 
in  endeavoring  to  discover  and  arrest  a  fugitive 
from  justice  who  had  escaped  into  Switzerland. 
He  was  foiled  in  his  efforts,  and  he  then  made  a 
treaty  with  the  Ssviss  Government  which  will 
render  such  arrests  easy  hereafter.  But  we  ought 
not  to  expect  foreign  governments  to  lend  us  facil- 
ities, if  we  do  not  show  a  disposition  to  recipro- 
cate. 

Mr.  BUTLER  suggested  the  propriety  of  show- 
ing a  becoming  comity  towards  otiier  nations;  all 
being  alike  interested  in  the  arrest  of  criminals  who 
are  seeking  to  escape  from  justice.  He  objected 
to  the  amendment  moved  by  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire. 

Mr.  HALE  made  some  remarks  in  defence  of 
his  proposition.  Those  around  him  seemed  to 
think  that  he  desired  to  make  this  country  a 
rogue's  harbor.  Cluite  the  reverse.  It  was  only 
by  a  trial  by  jury  that  rogues  were  brought  to 
punishment,  l-le  referred  again  to  the  difficulties 
which  per[)lexed  questions  of  identity,  and  to  the 
ruinous  coiisc(iueiices  to  an  individual  from  a  false 
imputation  of  crime. 

r.  BADGER  thought  that  there  was  not  only 
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no  good  ground,  but  no  reasonable  apology  for 
the  indignant  eloquence  of  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire.  His  anger  should  have  been  directed 
against  the  treaty,  not  against  the  law  which  was 
necessary  to  carry  it  into  operation.  He  stated 
that  the  treaties  are  especially  guarded  against  in- 
cluding political  offences.  They  had  relation  only 
to  men  who  prey  on  society.  He  thought  it  might 
be  well  to  amend  the  bill,  by  inserting  after  the 
words  "  according  to  the  terms,"  the  words,  "  and 
true  intent,"  of  the  treaty.  We  do  not  undertake 
to  try  foreign  criminals,  but  merely,  on  such  evi- 
dence as  would  justify  his  committal  here  for  trial, 
to  deliver  up  the  individual. 

Mr.  DAYTON  defended  the  bill,  and  assured 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  that  no  act  we 
could  pass  would  take  away  from  American  citi- 
zens the  constitutional  ri^ht  of  a  trial  by  jury. 

The  amendment  was  then  negatived. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  out  the  words  "justice  of  peace,"  and  in- 
serting in  lieu  thereof  the  words,  "Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  judge  of  a  district  court." 

Mr.  BUTLER  said,  he  thought  it  unnecessary, 
but  he  had  no  particular  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  DAYTON  said,  that  the  language  was  in 
conformity  with  the  treaty;  but  if  his  friend  from 
Connecticut  was  tenacious  about  it,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAYTON  modified  the  bill,  by  inserting 
the  words  "true  intent  and  meaning,"  as  suggest- 
ed by  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Badger.] 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  the 
amendments  were  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  by  the  following 
vote — the  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered  at  the  call 
of  Mr.  Hale: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Borland,  Brad- 
bury, Butler,  Calhoun,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Davis  of  Mississippi, 
Dayton,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Downs,  Feleh,  Fitzgerald,  Foote, 
Hamlin,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Johnson  ofGeorgia, 
King,  Lewis,  Mangum,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Phelps,  Sebastian, 
Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Underwood,  Uphani,  and  Walker — 33. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Benton,  Breese,  Bright,  Dodge,  Hale, 
Hannegan,  and  Rusk — 7. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

CHINA  AND  THE  OTTOMAN  PORTE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUTLER,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  carry  into 
effect  certain  provisions  in  the  treaties  between  the 
United  States  and  China  and  the  Ottoman  Porte, 
giving  certain  judicial  powers  to  ministers  and  con- 
suls of  the  United  States  in  those  countries. 

The  bill  was  then  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole;  a  substitute  for  the  bill  moved  by  Mr. 
Davis,  of  Massachusetts,  was  adopted,  and  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  Senate;  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana, 
the  Senate  considered  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain surviving  widows  of  officers  of  the  revolu- 
tionary army;  which  was  read  a  second  and  third 
time,  and  passed. 

CLAIMS  OF  THE  CHEROKEE  INDIANS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consitieration  of  the  joint  resolution  autho- 
rizing the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury 
to  render  a  just  settlement  of  the  claims  of  the 
Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples estal)lished  by  the  treaty  of  August,  1846. 

Mr.  BELL  suggested  to  the  Senator  from  Ar- 
kansas [Mr.  Sebastian]  to  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment he  had  submitted  on  a  former  day,  as  it  in- 
volved alargc  amount  of  appropriation,  and  would, 
at  this  late  period  of  the  session,  seriously  einbar- 
rass  the  [>assage  of  the  resolution.  The  joint  res- 
olution might  be  passed,  with  a  provision  refer- 
ring it  to  tiie  Secretary  of  War  to  examine  and 
report  to  the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  consented  to  withdraw  the 
amendment,  and  to  renew  it  hereafter. 

The  CHAIR  staled  that  the  amendment  had 
been  agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  but  the  Senate  could 
refuse  to  concur  in  it. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  made  some  remarks  on  the 
importance  of  the  resolution  as  involving  a  large 
amount  of  money.  He  had  objections  to  the  refer- 
ence of  the  settlement  to  one  of  the  departments, 
and  thought  it  would  be  better  to  keep  the  control 
of  the  subject  in  the  hands  of  the  Senate.     The 
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report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Afiairs,  it  ap- 
pears, had  not  been  satisfactory;  yet  he  (Mr.  B.) 
had  had  no  opportunity  to  examine  that  report. 

JVlr.  BELL  said  he  had  proposed  the  change  in 
the  resolution  for  the  purpose  of  obviating  these 
objections.  As  to  the  examining  all  the  accounts, 
that  was  the  province  of  an  executive  officer  rather 
tlian  of  the  Senate.  After  the  adjudication  by  the 
Commissioner,  the  amendment  he  now  sent  to  the 
Chair  provided  that  he  should  report  the  same  to 
the  next  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  ALLEN  made' some  observations  against 
the  course  indicated  in  this  resolution.  He  pro- 
nounced a  high  eulogy  on  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affiiirs,  pronouncing  him  a  moral  man, 
whose  connection  with  the  Government  conferred 
greater  honor  on  that  Government  than  on  himself. 
He  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  but  with- 
drew it  at  the  request  of — 

Mr.  BELL,  who  denied  having  attacked  Mr. 
Medill,  and  thought  the  eulogy  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  entirely  gratuitous.  That  gentleman  was  cer- 
tainly nomore  than  a  subordinate  officeroftheGov- 
ernment;  and  this  was  a  case  not  only  important 
on  account  of  the  amount  of  expenditure,  but  on 
account  of  the  labor  resulting  from  it.  He  had  not 
charged  that  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  was 
incorrect,  but  there  had  been  opposition  to  it,  and 
it  was  desirable  that  it  should  be  properly  investi- 
gated . 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  BELL  was  then  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table:  Ayes  9,  noes  15. 

There  being  no  quorum,  the  motion  was  with- 
drawn. 

The  resolution  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate. 
The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  was 
non-concurred  in. 

The  other  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  ALLEN  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
engrossment,  which  were  ordered;  and  the  ques- 
tion being  taken,  it  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Benton, 
Borland,  Butler,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Downs,  Greene,  Hanne- 
gan,  Jolmsoti  of  Louisiana,  Lewis,  Mangujn,  Mason,  Met- 
calle,  Miller,  Phelps,  Ru.~k,  Sebastian,  Spruance,  Under- 
wood, Uphani,  and  Yulee — 25. 

NAYrf— Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Bradbury,  Breese, 
Bright,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Dod!,'e,  Feloh,  Fitz- 
gerald, Hamlin,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  and  Walker^H. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

EXTRA  PAY  TO  VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  BREESE,  on  leave,  introduced  a  joint  reso- 
lution for  the  speedy  payment  of  the  three  months' 
€Xtra  pay  to  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates,  who  have  served  in  the 
iate  war  with  Mexico;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time. 

Mr.  B.  wished  the  resolution  might  be  consid- 
ered, unless  any  Senator  desired  its  reference.  He 
was  informed  at  the  War  Office,  this  morning,  that 
the  claims  amounted  to  eighty  thousand,  and  that, 
according  to  the  usual  forms,  it  would  i-equn-e  fifteen 
years  to  pay  them  all.  This  resolution  had  the  ac- 
quiescence ofthe  Paymaster  General,  and,  if  passed, 
the  whole  might  be  paid  in  six  months. 

Mr.  BENTON  spoke  of  the  great  propriety  of 
acting  on  this  resolution  promptly.  He  stated  to 
■what  impositions  these  meritorious  men,  who  had 
so  faithfully  and  through  such  perils  served  the 
country,  would  be  subjected,  if  the  payments  were 
deferred. 

Mr.  BADGER  concurred  in  all  that  was  said. 
He  said  he  knew  of  one  case,  this  morning,  of  a 
poor  fellow  who  had  forty-eight  dollars  due  him, 
who  was  so  pressed  by  his  necessities,  that  he  offer- 
ed to  part  with  the  whole  for  twenty-five  dollars! 

Mr.  DIX  concurred  in  the  views  of  the  Senators 
who  had  spoken. 

The  joint  resolution  was  then  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  the  Senate 
proceeded  totheconsiderationof  the  jointrcsolution 
fixing  the  7th  day  of  August  for  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  BREESE  moved  to  strike  out  the  7th  and 
insert  the  14ih. 

Mr.    HANNEGAN    and     Mr.    CALHOUN 

64 


thought  the  business  could  all  be  done  by  the  7th. 
There  was  now  nothing  to  be  gained  by  sitting 
longer. 

Mr.  FOOTE  said  he  was  not  willing  to  go  away 
and  leave  the  country  in  danger,  as  he  thought  it 
was. 

Mr.  DOWNS  thought  that  another  week  would 
be  required  to  get  though  the  necessary  business. 
He  would  therefore  prefer  the  14th.  He  would 
not  consent  to  take  another  step  on  the  subject 
of  a  compromise. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  would  not  be  willing  to  ad- 
journ and  to  leave  the  Territories  without  law. 
The  general  appropriation  bill,  and  other  import- 
ant bills  have  to  be  acted  on.  A  bill  for  a  Terri- 
torial Government  in  Minesota  had  been  reported 
early  in  the  session,  and  this  ought  to  be  acted  on. 
The  Government  has  ordered  troops  thereto  pre- 
vent collision  with  Indians.  He  did  not  see  why 
we  should  adjourn  because  the  Senate  has  been 
thwarted  in  one  of  its  measures.  If  we  adjourn 
without  establishing  the  Territorial  Governrnents, 
we  shall  be  responsible  for  the  blood  of  men, 
women,  and  children,  which  will  be  shed. 

Mr.  BENTON  regretted  that  this  resolution 
had  been  called  up.  He  was  opposed  to  fixing 
any  day  for  adjournment,  until  the  great  measures 
are  all  disposed  of.  The  world  would  be  led  to  the 
impression  that  the  Senate  is  acting  from  a  feeling 
of  resentment.  It  would  be  much  wi.ser  that  we 
should  let  the  world  see  that  we  refuse  to  adjourn 
until  the  territorial  bills  shall  be  passed.  '  The 
judgment  ofthe  world  would  be  against  us,  when 
it  is  known  that,  immediately  after  the  House  had 
rejected  the  territorial  bill,  a  Senator  jumped  up  in 
the  middle  of  an  afternoon  session,  and  called  up 
the  resolution  of  adjournment.  He  had  only 
spoken  once  on  the  territorial  bill.  He  had  voted 
for  it,  because  it  was  necessary  to  provide  some 
government  for  the  Territories.  But  could  not  the 
House  send  a  bill  to  the  Senate  for  this  purpose? 
If  we  go  and  leave  anything  unfinished,  in  the 
present  agitation  of  public  opinion.  Senators  must 
expect  to  meet,  at  every  turn,  the  question — whose 
fault  is  it  that  nothing  is  done?  He  was  willing  to 
take  any  bill  which  might  come  from  the  House 
rather  than  leave  the  Territories  without  a  govern- 
ment. Having  labored  hard  to  eret  Oregon,  how 
inconsistent  to  let  her  remain  without  a  govern- 
ment! Then  came  California  and  New  Mexico. 
Are  they  to  be  left  without  law?  He  then  went 
into  a  view  of  the  present  condition  of  those  Ter- 
ritories, in  order  to  show  the  necessity  for  prompt 
legislation  on  the  subject.  A  continuance  of  the 
present  unsettled  state  of  things  can  have  no  other 
effect  than  to  make  our  relations  more  perplexed 
and  difficult  of  arrangement. 

Mr.  DAYTON  advocated  the  resolution  as  it 
came  from  the  House.  To  talk  of  the  movement 
of  the  Senate  being  construed  into  an  act  of  re- 
sentment, was  absurd,  when  it  was  remembered 
that  twenty-two  of  the  Senators  voted  against  the 
territorial  bill,  and  that  a  majority  of  them  would 
vote  for  this  resolution. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  replied  to  the  objections  to 
the  resolution,  and  urged  that  to  remain  here  be- 
yond the  7th  would  be  useless.  To  adopt  the 
amendment,  would  be  to  add  only  another  week 
of  talk.  He  hoped  Monday  week  would  be 
agreed  on. 

Mr.  BREESE  withdrew  his  amendment,  and 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  asked 
the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  KING  suggested  that  the  motion  be  varied, 
so  as  to  make  it  a  postponement  until  Monday. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YE 'VS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Benton,  Breese,  Bright,  Clay- 
ton, Dodge,  Douglas,  Downs,  Footc,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
Johnson  of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  Mason,  Phelps,  Sturgeon, 
and  Westcott— 17. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Roll, 
Borland,  Bradbury,  Bntler,  Calhoun,  Clarke,  Davis  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Davton,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Felch,  Fitzgerald,  Greene, 
Hale,  riainlin,  Haiinegan,  Houston,  Hunter,  Metcalfe,  Mil- 
ler, Niles,  Sebastian,  Spruance,  Turtiey,  Underwood,  Up- 
hain,  Walker,  and  Yulee— ii2. 

Mr.  BREESE  moved  to  strike  out  7th  and  in- 
sert 14th. 


The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  the 
motion. 

Mr.  KING  thought  we  should  not  be  able  to 
get  through  all  the  needful  business  for  the  carry- 
ing on  ofthe  Government  by  the  7th.  He  under- 
stood from  some  gentlemen  at  the  head,  of  influen- 
tial committees  ofthe  House,  that  they  would  not 
be  ready  to  adjourn  before  a  week  after  that  time. 
Fie  desired  to  satisfy  himself  on  these  points,  and 
would  therefore  move  to  postpone  the  farther  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  DAYTON  was  willing  to  do  anything 
which  personal  courtesy  dictated,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  Senator  from  Alabama;  but  he 
thought  we  had  the  whole  subject  before  us,  and  he 
hoped  the  subject  would  be  taken  up  and  acted  on. 

Mr.  ALLEN  would  vote  to  postpone  till  Mon- 
day, and  would  then  vote  to  take  it  up,  and  to  fix 
on  the  14th,  as  the  day  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  DIX  said  he  would  vote  against  postpone- 
ment, and  in  fiivor  ofthe  7th. 

Mr.  FOOTE  believed  that  the  House  would  do 
its  duty,  and  that  a  little  postponement  would  be 
best.  He  would  not  vote  for  adjournment  at  pres- 
ent. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  that  the  Senate  now  adjourn, 
which  was  negatived. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Benton,  Breese,  Bright, 
Clayton,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Dodge,  Douglas, 
Downs,  Foote,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Johnson  of 
Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  Mason,  Phelps,  Sturgeon,  and  West- 
cott—-21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Bor- 
land, Bradbury,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Clarke,  Dayton,  Dl.\, 
Felch,  Fitzgerald,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Hannegan,  Hun- 
ter, Metcalfe,  Miller,  Niles,  Sebastian,  Spruance,  Turney, 
Underwood,  Uphain,  Walker,  and  Yulee — 28. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  to  strike  out 
7th  and  insert  14th — 

Mr.  NILES  said ,  that  instead  of  an  adjournment 
being  regarded  as  an  unpatriotic  act,  our  constitu- 
ents would  probably  regard  it  as  the  most  patriotic, 
the  only  patriotic  act  of  the  session.  If  we  stay 
any  longer,  it  may  be  that  our  constituents  will 
have  forgotten  us  altogether. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  said  he  should  be 
compelled  to  adhere  to  a  pledge  he  had  once  given 
not  to  vote  for  fixing  a  day  of  adjournment,  as  he 
did  not  feel  disposed  to  leave  the  Territories  with- 
out a  government. 

Mr.  METCALFE  thought  we  could  not  get 
through  by  the  7th.  If  we  make  it  the  14th,  the 
House  will  then  have  it  in  its  power  to  take  it,  or 
to  amend  it  by  fixing  a  longer  period,  should  it  be 
deemed  nece.ssary  for  the  completion  of  the  busi- 
ness. He  rebuked  the  frequency  with  which  the 
separation  ofthe  Union  was  alluded  to. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  asked  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  if  he  thought  the  appropria- 
tion bills  could  be  got  through  with  by  the  7th? 

Mr.  ATHERTON  replied,  that  he  thought  that 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  and  the  army  appropriation 
bills  would  occupy  until  the  7th  without  other  busi- 
ness. He  thought  we  might  get  through  by  the 
14th. 

Mr.  DIX  hoped  that  the  appropriation  bills 
would  be  acted  on  by  the  7th. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  said,  with  all  the  facts  befoi-e 
him,  he  did  not  think  he  would  be  doing  his  duty 
if  he  voted  for  the  7th.  He  did  not  entertain  the 
slightest  hope  that  there  would  be  any  territorial  bill 
from  the  House.  But  if  the  chairman  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee  thought  he  could  not  get  through 
the  appropriation  bills'"  by  the  7lh,  he  was  willing 
to  vote  for  the  14th. 

Mr.  TURNEY  opposed  the  amendment  in  a  few 
remarks,  in  which  he  evinced  much  warmth,  in 
relation  to  the  summary  disposal  of  the  compro- 
mise bill  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
declared  that  as  he  had  now  abandoned  any  hope 
of  settling  that  question,  he  was  ready  to  adjourn 
at  the  earliest  hour,  and  he  thought  all  the  business 
which  was  necessary  to  be  done  might  be  com- 
pleted in  two  days. 

Mr.  BUTLER  expressed  regret  at  the  warmth 
of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  and  concluded, 
with  saying  he  would  vote  for  the  amendment. 


1010 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


July  29, 


The  qucstioi)  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Breese,  substitutins;  Monday,  the  Mth  of 
August,  for  Monday,  the  7th,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Athorton,  Badger,  Bell, 
Benton,  Borland,  Bradbury,  Hreese,  Bright,  Butler,  Dickin- 
Bon,  Dodge,  Douilas,  Downs,  Foote,  Haniliji,  Houston, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis, 
Ma.sOM.  MotcMlfi".  Niles,  Sebastian,  Spruaiice, Sturgeon,  Un- 
derwood, and  Westcott — 30. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Baldwin,  Calhoun.  Clarke,  Clayton,  Da, 
vis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Di\,  Felch,  Pitzgrirald,  Greene- 
Hale,  Haiinegan,  Hunter,  Miller,  Tnrney,  Upliam,  Walker, 
and  Yulee — 18. 

And  theresolution  was  then  adopted  as  amended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness, and  at  ten  minutes  past  five,  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  July  29,  1848. 

The.Tournal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  oflered  the  usual 
resolution  to  close  all  debate  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  at  one  o'clock 
this  day  on  the  bill  to  establi.sh  the  Territorial  Gov- 
ernment of  Oregon. 

Mr.  E.  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was 
seconded,  and,  under  the  operation  thereof,  the 
resolution  was  adopted. 

By  general  consent,  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
Senate  for  the  speedy  payment  of  the  three  months' 
extra  pay  to  the  officers,  non-commissioned  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates  who  have  served  in  the  late 
war  with  Mexico,  allowed  by  the  act  of  July  19, 
1848,  was  taken  up  and  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  after  some  conversation  between  Messrs. 
McLANE,  and  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama, 

Mr.  HARALSON  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded,  and,  under  the  opera- 
tion thereof,  the  joint  resolution  was  read  a  third 
lime  and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  moved  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
be  discharged  from  the  Senate  bill  to  divide  the 
district  of  Arkansas  into  two  judicial  districts,  but 
subsequently  witlulrew  it. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GENTRY,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  business  on  the  Speaker's 
table,  viz:  the  messages  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  in  relation  to  the  treaty  with  Mex- 
ico and  in  relation  to  the  boundary  of  the  territory 
acquired  from  Mexico,  &r. 

Mr.  BOWDON  addressetl  the  House  upon  vari- 
ous topics  connected  with  the  President's  mes- 
sages. He  maintained  the  right  of  Texas  to  the 
boundary  of  the  Rio  Grande  from  the  mouth  to 
the  source.  He  deprecated  the  precipitate  action 
of  the  House  in  laying  upon  the  table  the  "com- 
promise" of  the  Senate,  and  warmly  eulogized  the 
authors  of  the  measure  and  its  provisions  as  emi- 
nently adapted  to  still  the  ocean  of  popular  excite- 
ment on  the  question  of  slavery  at  this  crisis. 

Mr.  DUER  next  obtained  the  lloor,  and  yielded 
to 

Mr.  STEPHENS,  who  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  discussion  t)f  the  Oregon  bill 
was  limited  to  one  o'clock  to-day. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  re- 
consider on  the  table. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  withdrew  the  motion  for  the 
present,  to  avoid  consuming  the  time  of  Mr.  Duer, 
giving  notice  tliat  he  might  renew  it. 

Mr.  IJLFICR  then  proceeded  with  his  remarks. 
He  spoke  of  the  right  of  Congress  to  legislate  by 
way  of  restraining  slavery  in  the  Territories,  as  a 
self-evident  proposition.  He  then  branched  off 
into  some  exannnations  of  General  Cass's  position 
upon  this  question.  He  next  adverted  to  the 
reason  which  induced  Whig  opposition  to  the  late 
Senate  compromise,  and  proposed  another  com- 
promise, which  his  party  were  prepared  to  sup- 
port, to  wit:  a  compromise  upon  the  rejection  of 
nil  territorial  acquisitions  from  Mexico.  He  closed 
his  speech  by  stating  the  causes  tind  justifying  the 
iristrurtjents  of  the  Van  Buren  dcfcctioti. 

Mr.  THOMAS  succeeded  to  the  floor,  and 
opened  his  speech  with  an  allusion  to  the  inconsist- 
ency and  folly  of  the  op[)osition  made  by  the 
Whig  party  to  the  President's  peace  meNsagc  upon 
the  f]ucstioti  of  boundary  to  a  territory  which  tliey 
now  avowed  thetnsfdve.s  ready  to  give  hack  to 
Mexico. 


Pie  replied  to  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Duncan,]  impugning  the 
course  of  the  President,  by  which  temporary  gov- 
ernment was  established  in  Santa  Fe.  He  showed 
from  the  books  that  the  acts  of  the  President  were 
amply  justified  by  the  practice  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. If  the  offence  ascribed  to  the  President 
was  committed  against  the  State  of  Texas,  gentle- 
men should  reflect  that  Texas  herself  appealed  to 
this  Govertmient  for  the  very  thing  of  which  com- 
plaint was  made — the  protection  which  was  afford- 
ed. Besides,  Texas  her.^elf  had'jiever  complained, 
because  it  was  manifest  that  what  was  done  by 
the  authority  of  the  President,  was  called  for  by 
the  necessity  of  the  case. 

If  the  conqueror  did  not  destroy  the  government 
and  authority  of  the  conquered  country,  he  would 
make  the  matter  of  his  invasion  an  advantage  in- 
stead of  a  constraint.  This  necessity  of  the  case 
was  the  justification  for  the  establishment  of  gov- 
ernment by  the  authority  of  the  President  over 
the  provinces  which  his  generals  conquered.  He 
quoted  to  this  point  the  proclamation  of  General 
Harrison  reijstablishing  the  authority  of  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  in  Michigan  upon  the  expul- 
sion of  the  British  from  that  peninsula.  And  if  it 
were  necessary  to  establish  government  by  proc- 
lamation in  Michigan,  when  the  inhabitants  were 
American  citizens,  much  more  was  it  necessary  to 
proclaim  the  authority  of  the  United  States  in 
Santa  Fe,  whose  inhabitants  were  foreigners  and 
enemies. 

He  read  from  Vattel  and  other  authorities  to 
justify  military  contributions,  by  no  higher  author- 
ity than  that  of  a  mere  conquering  general.  Gen- 
tlemen were  getting  so  extremely  popular  in  their 
views  and  feelings,  that  it  would  seem  as  though 
they  would  be  unwilling  for  one  of  our  generals  to 
fight  a  single  battle  without  first  coming  home  and 
taking  a  vote  of  the  people  upon  its  propriety. 

Mr.  DONNELL  succeeded,  and  addressed  the 
House  in  a  general  political  speech,  justifying  his 
vote  in  opposition  to  the  Territorial  compromise 
bill;  occupying  much  of  his  hour  in  the  way  of  a 
review  of  that  part  of  a  late  speech  of  his  colleague, 
[Mr.  Venabi.e,]  in  which  he  defined  his  position 
upon  the  subject  of  internal  improvement  by  the 
General  Government,  and  upon  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  legislate  upon  slavery  in  the  Territories. 

Mr.  VENABLE  next  obtained  the  floor;  but 
gave  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn;  which  was 
disagreed  to  by  re]3ort  of  tellers — affirmative  76, 
negative  78 

Mr.  V.  then  said  that  he  listened  with  pleasure 
to  the  debvt  of  his  colleague,  although  he  was  him- 
self selected  as  the  suliject  of  his  castigation.  He 
was  sufficiently  compensated  for  all,  by  the  simi- 
larity which  his  colleague  had  discovered  between 
his  own  views  and  those  of  one  of  the  most  justly 
distinguished  Senators  which  this  country  ever 
produced,  [Mr.  Calhoun.]  He  reiterated  what 
he  had  before  said  against  internal  improvements 
by  the  General  Government,  with  other  points  in 
his  former  speech;  renewed  again  his  former  allu- 
sions to  "  his  own  Carolina,"  and  was  proceeding 
to  fortify  afresh  his  former  positions  in  support  of 
the  right  of  the  citizens  of  the  South  to  emigrate 
with  their  property  to  the  territories,  and  receive 
the  protection  of  the  Constitution  in  its  possession 
and  enjoyment  there,  when  he  gave  way  again  for 
a  motion  to  adjourn;  which  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  House  adjourned  till  Monday. 


-IN  SENATE. 
Saturday, /u/i/ 29,  1848. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  that  Mr.  Atchison  be 
appointed  President  pro  tem.  of  the  Senate  during 
the  absence  of  the  Vice  President;  which  motion 
was  unanimously  agreed  to.  And,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  B.,  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Sfieaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  were  duly 
notified. 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Uuval  county,  Florida,  praying  to  be  allowed 
additional  mail  facilities  on  the  idule  between  Sa- 
vannah, Georgia,  and  Pilaika,  Florida,  and  ot)  the 
route  between  Jacksonville  and  Alligator,  in  that 
Slate;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Ollice  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BRIGHT  also  presented  a  petition  from 
John  A.  Brackenridge,  vindicating  his  father  from 


certain  allegations  charging  him  with  a  misapplica- 
tion of  the  funds  collected  by  him  in  the  State  of 
Missouri  for  the  Washington  Monument  Society, 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HUNTER  presented  a  petition  from  Wil- 
liam Archer  and  other  citizens  of  the  District  of 
Coluinbia,  asking  an  appropriation  for  the  removal 
of  a  nuisance  on  Pennsylvania  avenue;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

REPORTS  FROM   COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  granting  to  the  State  of 
Alabama  the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of  pub- 
lic lands  for  making  a  railroad  from  Mobile  to  the 
mouth  of  Oliio  river;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  David  Hoban,  deceased; 
which  was  read  a  first  time. 

RESOLUTIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRADBURY, 

Resolrcd,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  requested  to  send 
to  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  printed  report  of  the  commis- 
sioners under  the  treaty  of  Wasliington  of  August  9, 1842; 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  American  commis- 
sioner transmitting  thQ  same  to  the  State  Department. 

Mr.  LEWIS,  by  unanimous  consent,  introduced 
a  joint  resolution  explanatory  of  the  act  of  June  2, 
1848;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  as 
follows: 

Resolced,  <5-c.,  That  the  act  of  2d  June,  1848,  shall  be  con- 
strued by  the  acting  officers  of  the  treasury  to  embrace  the 
transpdrtation  of  and  supplies  furnished  for  the  use  of  volun- 
teers called  out  by  the  order  of  General  E.  P.  Gaines,  and 
paid  under  the  joint  resolution  of  .August  8, 1846. 

VARIOUS  BUSINESS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  the  prior  orders 
were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  modifying  the  fourth  clause 
of  the  seventh  section  of  an  act  relating  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Wisconsin  into  the  Union,  approved 
6th  August,  1846. 

Mr.  W.  having  explained  and  advocated  the  bill, 
it  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  the  prior  orders 
were  postponed,  to  take  up  the  bill  providing  for 
the  taking  of  testimony  in  relation  to  claims  for 
losses  in  the  late  Florida  war. 

Mr.  W.  havingadvocated  and  explained  the  bill, 
it  was,  after  a  brief  colloquy,  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  gave  notice  that  on  Monday 
next  he  would  introduce  a  bill  to  establish  a  Terri- 
torial Government  in  the  Territories  of  Oregon, 
New  Mexico,  and  California. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOWNS,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  for  the  better  organiza- 
tion of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  within 
the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Mr.  DOWNS  explained,  that  since  this  bill  was 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  he 
had  prepared  an  amendment  for  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  judge,  and  he  suggested  the  pro- 
priety of  the  adoption  of  this  amendment  in  con- 
sequence of  the  great  accumulation  of  business 
connected  with  land  claims.  He  could  anticipate 
noopposition  except  on  the  ground  of  the  increased 
expense.  This  he  showed  to  be  untenable  ground, 
because  the  appointment  of  another  judge  would 
save  more  than  his  salary  in  the  reduction  of  mile- 
age now  paid  to  sheriffand  witnesses  in  consequence 
of  the  distances  they  have  to  travel.  He  accord- 
ingly submitted  his  amendment,  which  divides  the 
State  into  two  districts,  and  provides  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  separate  judge,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TURNEY admitted  that  the  increased  busi- 
ness of  the  land  claims  created  a  pressure  on  the 
court  for  the  present.  But  it  could  not  be  sufli- 
cient  to  warrant  the  appointment  of  an  additional 
judge.  Appoint  a  new  judge,  and  he  will  be  fast- 
ened on  the  country.  There  would  be  no  getting 
rid  of  him;  and  although  his  salary  was  now  fixed 
at  $2,000,  reasons  would  be  found,  before  the  end  of 
another  session  of  Congress,  for  increasing  this 
salary,  and  putting  him"  on  the  .same  footing  as 
other  judges.     He  could  not  vole  for  it. 

Mr."  BUTLER  explained  that  the  committee 
could  not  see  the  propriety  of  appointing  an  addi- 
tional judge. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  stated  that  the  business  of 
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the  Louisiana  courts  was  increasing  with  a  rapid- 
ity which  must  soon  place  it  above  New  York  in 
point  of  importance.  New  York  has  two  judges, 
and  he  thought  it  necessary  to  give  two  to  Louisi- 
ana. 

Mr.  BADGER  thought  the  amendment  was  a 
proper  one.  Without  looking  to  the  future,  it  was 
sufficient  to  say  that  New  Orleans  is  now  a  great 
city,  and  he  thought  it  unreasonable  to  assign  to 
the  judge  acting  there  all  the  duties  of  the  Slate. 
The  business  at  New  Orleans  is  sufficient  to  occu- 
py all  his  time.  He  hoped  the  amendment  would 
be  agreed  tn. 

Mr.  DAYTON  said  that  the  committee  had  not 
information  before  it  to  show  that  the  business 
was  so  great  as  to  require  a  new  judge,  and  the 
multiplication  of  judges  he  regarded  as  impolitic. 
Should  this  application  be  granted,  other  applica- 
tions will  follow.  The  appointment  of  a  new 
judge  involves  the  appointment  of  other  new  offi- 
cers, and  he  hoped  the  amendment  would  be  neg- 
atived. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  gave  a  few  reasons  which 
would  induce  him  to  vote  for  the  additional  judge. 
The  great  business  of  the  whole  of  the  Western 
States  required  this  appointment.  He  read  a  list 
of  pending  suits  in  the  Louisiana  court,  to  show 
the  impossibility  of  one  judge  performing  all  the 
duties. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  said  it  was  per- 
fectly impracticable  for  the  present  judge  to  leave 
New  Orleans  for  the  purpose  of  taking  charge  of 
the  suits  in  the  remote  portions  of  the  State.  He 
could  not  vote  for  the  bill  without  the  amendment. 
Persons  interested  in  the  business  of  the  court  in 
the  interior,  have,  in  some  instances,  to  travel  five 
hundred  miles,  and  at  some  seasons  the  journey  is 
impracticable.  Instead  of  a  cost  to  the  United 
States,  this  appointment  would  bean  actual  saving 
to  the  country. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to — ayes  22,  nays 
13. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  the 
amendment  was  concurred  in,  and  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

RA-ILROAD  TO  THE  PACIFIC. 

Mr.  NILES  moved  the  Senate  to  take  up  the 
bill  granting  a  tract  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  ma- 
king a  railroad  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Pacific, 
on  the  plan  of  Asa  Whitney,  which  had  been  re- 
ported by  the  select  committee  to  which  the  subject 
was  referred.  It  was  thought  important,  by  the 
gentlemen  connected  with  Mr.  Whitney,  to  have 
a  decision  concerning  this  measure  at  the  present 
session,  because  the  public  lands  would  probably 
be  so  disposed  of  before  another  session,  as  to 
render  the  present  plan  impracticable.  He  there- 
fore desired  a  vote  on  his  motion  to  take  up  the 
bill,  and  he  would  then  name  a  day  for  its  consid- 
ei'aiion. 

Mr.  HALE  hoped  it  would  not  be  taken  up,  as 
it  was  a  most  alarming  measure.  It  gave  away 
one  hundred  millions  of  acres  of  the  public  lands 
at  one  swoop.  He  was  sorry  to  differ  from  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut,  but  he  was  opposed  to 
throwing  such  an  immense  mass  of  land  into  the 
liands  of  speculators.  The  taking  up  of  this  bill 
would  alarm  the  public  mind. 

Mr.  NILES  said  the  company  could  not  hold 
the  lands.  It  was  only  intended  to  make  a  public 
road  through  them;  and  as  they  are  not  now  worth 
a  cent,  and  no  one  could  tell  when  they  would  be 
worth  anything,  and  as  the  malting  of  this  road 
would  give  them  value,  and  the  route  itself,  if  it 
could  ever  be  completed  so  as  to  make  a  common 
highway,  it  v/onld  bind  the  Union  together. 

Mr.  BENTON  expressed  his  astonishment  that 
the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  after  what  had 
pas.sed,  should  make  such  a  motion  at  this  period 
of  the  session.  At  the  very  moment  that  he  was 
looking  into  the  records  of  the  past  to  endeavor  to 
find  out  some  mode  of  settling  the  difficulty  of  gov- 
erning the  Territories  of  California  and  New  Mexi- 
co, his  ear  was  struck  by  this  motion.  He  had 
studied  the  history  of  California  long  before  Mr. 
Whitney  thought  of  it.  He  would  never  vote 
for  giving  a  hundred  nhillions  of  acres  to  any  man. 
We  must  have  surveys,  examination,  and  explo- 
ration made,  and  not  go  blindfold,  haphazard,  into 
such  a  scheme.  It  distressed  him  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  session  was  to  be  broken  up  by  this  mo- 
tion to  take  up  a  bill  out  of  its  turn.  He  hoped 
the  calendar  would   be  regularly  taken  up.     He 


would  not  be  astonished  if  Mr.  Whitney  should 
come  here  with  a  large  bill  for  damages  against 
Cono^ress — damages  for  going  to  all  the  States  of 
the  Union  for  recommendations. 

Mr.  BELL  regretted  that  Senators  should  be  so 
ready  to  acton  preconceived  prejudices,  before  they 
had  even  read  the  bill.  As  to  Mr.  Whitney,  he 
had  conversed  with  him,  and  had  found  him  modest 
and  intelligent.  He  referred  to  the  care  which  had 
been  taken  in  the  preparation  of  the  bill;  and  he 
hoped  the  Senate  would  at  least  take  up  the  bill 
and  examine  it.  Unless  the  bill  passed  this  session, 
the  opportunity  will  have  passed  away  forever. 

Mr.  BENTON  said,  that  if  this  bill  was  taken 
up,  the  fortnight  to  come  would  not  be  sufficient. 
If  gentlemen  expected  to  pass  this  bill  without  de- 
bate, so  long  as  he  could  stand  up,  they  would  be 
disappointed.  He  objected  to  this  taking  up  a 
bill  out  of  its  order,  which  would  consume  the 
rest  of  the  session.  He  would  trust  no  man  in 
existence  with  such  a  power  as  was  proposed  to 
be  given  by  this  bill.  He  moved  to  lay  the  motion 
on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  taken,  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atclii'^on,  AtliPiton,  Bonfon,  Borland, 
Breese,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Doug- 
las, Downs,  Hale,  Houston,  Hunter,  Joliii^on  of  Georgia, 
King,  Mason,  Metcalfe,  Pearce,  Phelps,  Rusk,  Spruance, 
Sturgeon,  Turney,  Underwood,  Wostcott,  and  Yulee — 27. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell.  Bradbnrv, 
Bright,  Clarke,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Dodge,  Felcli,  Fitzgerald, 
Foots,  Hamlin,  Hannegan,  .lohnson  of  Louisiana,  Lewis, 
Miller,  Niles,  Uphani,  and  Walker— 21. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DIX,  the  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  George 
Center  was  laid  on  the  table,  was  taken  up,  and 
the  vote  was  reconsidered. 

Mr.  YULEE  then  submitted  a  substitute  for  the 
bill,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  bill 
was  then  informally  passed  over. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MASON,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  private  calendar,  when 
the  following  House  bills  were  considered  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Manly. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Stokes,  widow  of 
John  Stokes. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  White. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Amzy  Judd. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Chappell. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Culver. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  .Tohn  Anderson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Matthew 
Stewart. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  E.  G.  Smith. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Moore,  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Ellis. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Catharine  Fulton,  of 
Washington  county,  Pennsylvania. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bennett  M.  Dell. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  H.  Willis. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  William  McKenzie,  late  a  seaman  on  board  the 
United  States  ship  Vincennes. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bent,  St.  Vrain,  and  Com- 
pany. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  Throckmorton. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  Executive  business.  When  the  doors  were 
opened, 

Ordered,  That  after  Monday  next,  the  hour  of  the  daily 
meeting  of  the  Senate  shall  be  ten  o'clock  a.  m. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, reported  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropri- 
ation bill,  with  amendments,  and  they  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  Juhj  31,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  BIRDSALL  called  up  the  motion  made  by 
him  on  Saturday  to  reconsider  the  resolution  to 
terminate  debate  on  the  Oregon  bill  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  State  of  the  Union,  and  was 
proceeding  to  address  the  Chair,  when — 

The  SP12AKER  stated  that  debate,  if  allowed 
at  all,  must  be  confined  within  very  narrow  limits. 

Mr.  BIRDSALL  wished  to  reply  to  some  re- 
marks of  a  personal  character  made  by  his  col- 
league, [Mr.  CoLLiNn.] 


The  SPEAKER  said  the  gentleman  could  do 
so  only  by  general  consent. 

Objections  were  made. 

Mr.  BIRDSALL, aftersomeconversation,  with- 
drew the  motion  to  reconsider,  and  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  to  allow  hiin  to  make  a  personal 
explanation. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  reminded  the  Speaker  that  there 
was  already  pending  a  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules. 

The  SPEAKER  said  that  motion  would  be 
first  in  order,  and  announced  the  question  to  be 
the  motion  made  by  Mr.  King,  of  Georgia,  to  sus- 
pend the  rules,  to  enable  him  to  move  to  discharge 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  granting  to  the  Alabama, 
Florida,  and  Georgia  Railroad  Company  the  al- 
ternate sections  of  the  public  lands  along  the  route 
of  their  contemplated  roads,  on  certain  conditions, 
which  was  pending  when  the  House  adjourned  on 
Monday  last. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  put,  and  re- 
sulted:* Yeas  111,  nays  52.  Two-thirds  voting  in 
the  affirmative,  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  the 
committee  was  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  tlie  bill,  and  it  was  taken  up  and 
read. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendments  to  the 
bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands — 

A  debate  ensued,  which  lasted  about  an  hour, 
inwhichMessrs.  VINTON,  STEPHENS,  KING 
of  Georgia,  ROOT,  THOMPSON  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  others,  participated,  during  which  sundry 
amendments  were  proposed. 

The  bill  was  then  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  then  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That,  in  order  to  secure  a  more  full,  impartial 
and  prompt  publication  of  the  debates  and  proceedings  of 
this  House,  the  Clerk  be  directed  to  enter  into  a  contract 
with  the  proprietors  of  each  of  the  two  daily  papers  in  this 
city,  the  National  Intelligencer  and  the  Union,  to  take  efiee 
from  this  day  and  to  continue  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the 
House,  as  follows  :  That  they  shall,  on  their  part,  cause  to 
be  reported  at  the  fullest  length,  without  exception,  the  pro- 
ceedings and  debates  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
the  same  to  publi.-h  in  the  National  Intelligencer  and  in 
the  Union  forthwith,  (allowing  such  members  as  de.-ire  it 
to  revise  the  reports  of  their  own  speeches  before  being 
published;)  and  to  publish  also  any  speeches  delivered  at 
this  session  which  have  not  been  heretofore  inserted  in  their 
columns,  as  vv'ell  as  any  committee  reports  and  public  docu- 
ments which  may  be  directed  by  the  House  to  be  so  puhiished; 
and  to  furnish  two  copies  of  each  paper  containing  tlie  same 
to  each  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  upon  the 
following  terms,  to  wit:  At  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  to  each  of  said  papers  for  the  quantity  of  a  Congress 
small  pica  document  page,  for  every  expense  of  repoi^ting, 
printing,  and  extra  paper  required  for  the  extra  quantity  of 
matter;  and  for  any  documents,  bills,  or  other  matter  which 
the  Clerk  may  be  directed  to  have  published  in  said  papers, 
at  a  rate  of  charge  of  one  dollar  and  tifty  cents  for  the  quan- 
tity of  a  document  page.  For  which  purpose  the  said  pro- 
prietors shall  agree  to  publish,  without  additional  charge, 
such  extra  papers  or  supplements  as  may  be  required  forthe 
prompt  publication  of  said  proceedings,  debates,  and  docu- 
meiit';;  payment  therefor  to  be  made  weekly,  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  House. 

The  question  on  suspending  the  rules  was  deci- 
ded by  yeas  and  nays:  Yeas  105,  nays  77.  Two- 
thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules  wei-e 
not  susjjended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KAUFMAN,  the  resolution 
fixing  the  day  of  adjounmient  of  Congress  was 
taken  up,  and  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  fixing 
the  14th  day  of  August  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MILLER, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  he  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill 
to  pay  certain  vohmteers  who  have  been  in  tiie  service  of 
the  United  States  during  the  late  war  with  Mexico  all  sums 
of  money  which  have  been  stopped  from  their  pay  and  allow- 
ances under  the  provisions  of  a  "joint  resolution  directing 
the  payment  of  certain  volunteers  and  militia,  under  the 
limitations  therein  prescribed,"  approved  Augusts,  1846, 
and  other  enactments  supplementary  thereto. 

THE  TAYLOR  PLATFORM. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules  to  enable  him  to  offigr  the 
following  resolutions: 

Reiolvcd,  That  "  the  power  given  by  the  Constitution  to 
the  Executive  to  interpose  his  veto  is  a  high  conservative 
power,  which  should  never  be  exercised  except  in  cases  of 


*  Before  the  iisult  was  aunoinic(^d,  Mr.  S.Mirii,  of  Illinois, 
asked  leave  to  vote.  On  being  asked  if  he  was  within  the 
bar  when  his  nanu'  was  called,  he  said  he  was  luit.  but  en- 
tered the  hall  as  the  name  following  was  called.  He  said 
he  desired  lo  vote  in  the  nllirniatlve.  Ills  vole  was  not 
received. 
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clear  violation  of  ttie  Constitution,  or  manifest  Iiaste  and 
want  ofconsirleralion  by  Congress." 

Resolrcd,  Thai-' the  personal  opinions  of  the  individual 
■who  may  liappi'ii  to  nc-capy  tlie  E\uciitive  cliair  oiiiilit  not  to 
control  tlie  actimi  of  Congress  upon  questions  of  domestic 
policy,  nor  ouslit  his  ohjectians  to  be  iniorposed  where  (jues- 
tions  of  constitutional  power  have  been  settled  by  the  vari- 
ous departments  of  Government,  and  acquiesced  in  by  the 
people." 

Resolved,  That  "  upon  the  sul)jecls  of  the  tariff,  the  cur- 
rency, the  improveniPiit  of  our  grcathigliways,  rivers,  lakes, 
and  harbors,  the  will  of  the  people,  as  expressed  through 
their  representatives  in  Congress,  ought  lo  be  respecied  and 
carried  out  by  the  E.xeculive." 

iJcsohci/,  That  "war,  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstan- 
ces, is  a  national  calamity,  to  be  avoided  if  compatible  with 
national  honor;"  that  "the  pritieiples  of  our  Government  as 
well  as  its  true  polii-ii,  are  opposed  to  the  subjugation  of  other 
nations  and  the  dismemberment  of  other  countries  by  co?i- 
qued;  for,  in  the  language  of  the  great  Washington,  '  why 
should  we  quit  our  own  to  stand  on  foreign  ground.'  " 

On  tlie  motion  to  suspend  the  rules,  the  yeas  find 
nays  were  taken,  and  resulted:  Yeas  80,  nays  98. 
Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

THE  MARINE  CORPS. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  rules  hav- 
in":  been  suspended  for  the  purpose,  introduced  a 
joint  resolution  lo  place  the  offiiers,  musicians,  and 
privates  of  the  marine  corps  who  have  served  in 
the  late  war  with  Mexico  on  land,  on  the  same 
footing  with  the  oificers,  musicians,  and  privates 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States  in  regard  to  bounty 
land,  extra  pay,  &c. 

Mr.  B.  trusted  there  was  no  necessity  of  com- 
mitting tliis  resolution  at  this  late  day,  as  there 
■was  no  member  who  did  not  understand  it  now  as 
well  as  he  would  at  any  future  time.  These  men, 
instead  of  being  retained  on  board  ship,  had  been 
taken  into  the  army  under  General  Twigg.s,  and 
were  now  returned  with  the  army,  and  were 
beins:  discharged  without  pay.  All  that  was  in- 
tended by  the  resolution  was,  to  place  those  of  the 
marines  who  had  served  upon  land  with  the  army 
on  the  same  fooling  as  tlie  officers,  musicians,  and 
privates  of  the  army. 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  an  amendment  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  passed  here  a  few  days  since, 
giving  three  monihs'  extra  pay  to  the  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates  of  the  army  to  such  of  the 
ordnance  corps  as  had  been  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  in  Mexico.  He  had  i-eceived  an 
official  communication  from  the  Ordnance  Depart- 
ment calling  attention  specially  to  the  hardships 
under  whicii  these  men  labored.  They  had  per- 
formed the  same  service,  and  were  now  returning 
under  the  same  circumstances  as  the  other  soldiers 
of  the  army  in  Mexico,  and  they  asked  that  the 
samo  extra  pay,  &c.,  be  awarded  to  them. 

(As  connected  with  this  subject,  the  SPEAKER 
laid  before  the  House  the  proceedings  of  a  meeting 
of  volunteers  just  returned  from  Mexico,  held  in 
Philadelphia  on  the  28th  July,  in  relation  to  their 
extra  pay,  and  asking  Congress  to  allow  them/u// 
^ojy  instead  of  pay  proper;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.) 

Mr.  BROWN  moved  the  previous  question,  but 
waived  it  at  the  rer(uest  of 

Mr.  HARALSON,  who,  with  no  hostility  to  the 
proposition,  suggested  that  it  be  referred  to  some 
committee,  that  the  House  might  act  with  a  perfect 
understanding  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  BROWN  would  have  no  objection  if  it  was 
early  in  the  session,  but  he  thought  the  reference, 
and  the  consequent  delay  at  this  stage  of  the  ses- 
Bion,  would  defeat  the  measure  entirely.  The  rec- 
ommendation, too,  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  thi.s  ed'ect  had  long  been  before  the  Naval  Com- 
mi-.ttec,  who  could  not,  therefore,  complain  of  being 
taken  by  surprise.  His  resolution,  with  the  amend- 
ment suggested  l)y  his  friend  from  Virginia,  would 
place  .such  of  the  marine  and  ordnance  corps  as 
had  seived  with  the  army  on  the  same  footing  as 
the  officers,  musicians,  and  privates  of  the  army. 

Mr.  McLANE  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  adding,  "  and  also  the  ariificers  and  laborers  of 
the  ordnance  corps  serving  in  said  war." 

Mr.  I'.flOWN  moved  the  previous  r|uestion. 

Mr.  BURT  suLTgested  to  Mr.  Biiown  to  modify 
his  n  .solution  by  striking  out  the  woids,  "  and 
other  remunerations." 

Mr.  BIIOWN  declined  to  comply. 

The  demand  for  the  previous  quesiion  was  sec- 
onded; and,  under  its  o|ieration,  Mr.  McLane's 
amendment  wnsagreed  to,  and  the  joint  resolution, 
as  amended,  was  engrossed,  rend  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 


THE  VOLTIGEUR  REGIMENT. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  to  enable  him  lo  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  tho  Committee  on  Military  Alllilrs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  retaining  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  the  regiment  of  voltlgenrs  and 
foot  ritiemen, armed  with  howitzers  and  rocket  batteries,  and 
that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

i      Two-thirds  not  voting  in   the  affirmative,  the 
I  rules  were  not  suspended. 

I      Mr.  McKAY,  by  general  consent,  introduced 
j  the  following  concurrent  resolution,   which  was 

read  and  agreed  to: 
I      Resolved,  ^'c,  That  a  joint  select  committee  of  six  (three 

on  the  part  of  each  House)  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
!  expediency  of  devising  a  system  of  reporting  the:  debates  and 
I  proceedings  of  Congress,  in  lieu  of  the  one  which  now  exists, 

and  that  said  committee  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

THANKS  TO  THE  NAVT. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  by  general 
consent,  introduced  a  joint  resolution  of  thanks  to 
tlie  officers,  sailors,  and  marines  of  the  United 
States  navy,  for  their  efficient  cooperation  and  ser- 
vices in  the  late  war  with  Mexico. 

The  resolution  was  read  three  times,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  House,  presented  the 
following  report: 

The  Committee  of  Conference  on  the  part  of  the  House 
of  Itepresentativeson  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
naval  service  for  the  year  ending  the  30lh  June,  1819,"  re- 
port that  they  have  met  the  conferees  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  and,  after  .a  full  and  free  conference,  have.agreed  to 
recnnuricnd,  and  do  recommend  to  the  respective  Houses  as 
follows  : 

1.  That  the  Senate  do  recede  from  their  disagreement  to 
the  amendment  oftlie  House  to  the  Senate's  fifth  amendment, 
and  agree  to  the  same. 

2.  That  tlie  House  do  recede  from  their  disagreement  to 
the  Senate's  sixth  amendment,  striking  out  the  fifth  section 
of  the  bill,  and  that,  in  lieu  thereof,  the  following  shall  be 
inserted  as  a  fifth  section  of  the  bill : 

"  Beit  further  enacted,  Thatliereaftcr  the  amount  ofmoney 
comnuitation  allowed  by  law  in  lieu  of  the  spirit  ration,  shall 
be  increased  to  four  cents." 

3.  That  the  House  do  recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the 
Senate's  tenth  amendment,  and  agree  to  said  amendment 
will)  the  following  words,  which  it  is  agreed  shall  be  added 
to  the  end  thereof: 

"  And  in  appointing  from  each  State,  hereafter,  its  propor- 
tion of  officers  of  that  grade,  the  appointments  shall  be  ap- 
portioned, as  nearly  as  practicable,  equally  among  the  several 
Congressional  distrids  therein." 

4.  Tliat  the  House  do  recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the 
twelfth  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  made  a  brief  explanation  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference,  and 
moved  the  previous  question,  which  was  second- 
ed; and,  under  the  operation  thereof,  the  report 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
on  and  after  to-morrow,  the  daily  hour  of  meeting 
of  the  House  shall  be  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  until 
otlierwise  ordered.     Agreed  to. 

THE  NEW  TERRITORIES. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  asked  leave  to  introduce 
a  joint  resolution  declaring  it  expedient  and  proper 
that  Congress  should  without  delay  extend  the 
protection  of  civil  government  over  the  Tenitories 
of  Oregon,  New  Mexico,  and  California. 

Objection  being  made — 

Mr.  McC.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  on 
which  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays.  He  hoped  his 
friends  would  make  it  a  test  vote. 

Mr.  STEPFn<:NS  inquired  if  it  was  in  order  to 
move  to  lay  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  on  the 
table. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  in  the  negative. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  on  sus- 
pendini;  the  rules,  and,  being  taken,  resulted — 
Yens  1()4,  nays  Ci).  Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the 
affirmative,  the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

RIVER  AND  HARBOR  BILL. 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  en- 
able him  to  offer  a  resolution  making  the  river  and 
harbor  bill  the  special  order  for  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  H.  said,  if  the  motion  did  not  prevail,  he 
would,  on  Thursday,  move  to  go  into  committee 
on  the  river  and  harbor  bill. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  did  not  prevail. 

Mr.  COni),  of  Alabama,  moved  to  dischnrffc  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
from  Senate  bill  authorizing  the  payment  of  inter- 
est upon  the  advances  made  by  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama, for  ihe  n.se  of  tlie  United  States  Government 


tn  the  suppression  of  the  Creek  Indian  hostilities 
of  1836  and  1837,  in  Alabama,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.    Disagreed  to. 

PENSIONS. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  sttspend  the 
rules  to  enable  him  to  introduce  the  following  joint 
resolution: 

Resolved,  ^-t-.,  Tliat  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  be,  an* 
he  is  hereby,  instructed  and  required  to  deliver  to  the  per- 
son or  persons  entitled  to  receive  the  same,  on  application, 
and  on  afiidavit  of  the  identity  of  the  applicant  or  applicants, 
an(t  his,  her,  or  their  right  to  leceive  the  same,  the  books 
and  fannly  records  which  have  been  dep.isited  with  him  a.s^ 
f  viilence  of  marriage  or  other  fact  or  facts,  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  applications  for  pensions,  in  »ll  cases  where  the 
claim  for  a  pension  has  been  established  and  allowed;  and 
in  all  cases  where  the  application  has  been  rejected  or  with- 
drawn, the  Commissioner  shall  cause  a  copy  of  the  entry  or 
entries  offered  in  evidence  to  be  preserved  in  the  Pensioiv 
Ofiice,  and  shall  deliver  the  book  or  family  record  in  the- 
same  manner  as  in  cases  where  the  claim  has  been  estab- 
lished. 

Resolved,  That  such  applications  and  books  and  family 
records  shall  be  permitted  to  pass  through  the  mflii  free  of 
postage;  and  that  such  applications  shall  be  received,  copies 
made,  and  books  and  records  delivered  or  transmitted 
through  the  post  office  without  charge  or  cost  to  the  appli- 
cant. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  not  agreed 
to. 

FRANKING  PRIVILEGE. 

Mr.  GOGGIN  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  .House  bill  No.  575,  entitled  "A  bill  fur- 
ther to  amend  an  .ict  to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage,  to  limit 
and  correct  the  abuse  of  the  franking  privilege,  and  for  the 
prevention  of  frauds  on  the  revenues  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment," and  Senate  hill  No.  177,  entitled  "An  act  to  de- 
clare the  true  intent  and  meaning,  so  far  as  respects  the 
franking  privilege  of  members  of  Congress,"  approved  the 
first  of  March,  1847,  and  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  act 
entitled  'An  act  to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage,  to  limit  the 
use  and  correct  the  abuse  of  the  franking  prlvrlese,  and  for 
the  iiceveution  of  frauds  on  the  Post  Office  Department, 
passed  3d  March,  1815,  and  for  other  pur[)oses,"  he  made 
the  order  of  the  day  for  Friday  next,  and  for  each  day  there- 
after till  the  same  shall  be  finally  passed  or  otherwise  dis- 
posed of. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  not  agreed 
to. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  here  made  and  rejected. 

ARMY    OF    THE    UNITED    STATES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BURT, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  cause  to  be  prepared 
and  laid  before  Congress,  by  the  second  iMonday  in  Decem- 
ber next,  the  follovving  information  relative  to  the  military 
forces  employed  in  the  late  war  with  Mexico: 

First..  The  strength  of  the  regular  army,  and  the  force  on 
tlie  frontiers  under  the  coniinand  of  General  Taylor  at  the 
eominencemenl  of  the  late  war  wi(h  the  Mexican  Republic, 
in  April,  1846  ;  the  reinforcements,  including  recruits  ;  the 
number  of  recruits  enlisted,  and  the  ca.sualties  in  the  regu- 
lar service,  from  the  commencement  to  the  close  of  the 
war;  and  also  the  actual  strength  of  the  regular  army  and 
volunteer  force  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

Second.  A  statement  of  all  the  volunteer  forces  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  showing  the  States, 
terms  of  service,  date  and  place  of  muster,  and  strength  of 
each  regiment,  battalion,  or  company  when  rnustered  into, 
service  ;  and  the  date  and  place  of  muster,  and  strength  of 
each  when  mustered  out  of  service  ;  the  number  of  volun- 
teer recruits  received  into  service  after  the  muster  of  the 
regiments,  &c.;  and  the  casualties  in  the  volunteer  service 
from  the  commencement  to  the  close  of  the  war. 
LAND    PATENTS. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  and  as  instructed  by  that  cornmittee, 
asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  ofier 
the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury'be  directeci 
to  report  to  this  House,  at  the  commencement  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  any  information  he  may  possess  in  rela- 
tion to  a  tract  of  land  situated  on  Ihe  north  side  of  the  road 
between  Prahie  du  lioclier  and  Kaskaskia,in  the  State  of 
Illinois;  and  any  information  lie  can  communicate  in  rela- 
tion to  the  patent  for  said  tract  of  land  issued  by  General 
Arthur  St.  Clair,  whilst  acting  as  Governor  of  the  North- 
western Territory,  on  the  12th  day  of  August,  A.  D.  1800,  to 
John  Edgar  and  John  Murray  St.  Clair,  in  Ihe  Kaskaskia 
land  district,  amounting,  as  was  originally  supposed,  to 
];!,98r)  acres  of  land  ;  whether  any  patents  were  i.-sued  by 
said  Arthur  St.  Clair  subseqaent  to  the  4th  day  of  July,  ISOOi, 
whicli  were  acknowledged  to  be  valid;  and  wheliier  llie 
acts  of  said  Arthur  St.  Clair,  as  Governor  as  aforesaid,  since 
the  4th  July,  18U0,  were  acknowledged  as  valid  ;  and  up  to 
what  period  he  continued  to  perform  the  duties  and  exercise 
the  powers  of  Governor  as  aforesaid.  And  that  he  be  and 
is  hereby  reipiested  to  ccnninnnieate  to  this  House,  at  the 
commeiiccniciit  of  the  next  scs>ion,  all  the  information  in 
his  possi'SMon  111  relalion  to  tliegraiit  of  land  made  bv  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  John  VVilkiiis,  on  the  l-3lh  April,  A.  D.  1769, 
as  Governor  and  Commandant  of  flu-  Illinois  Country,  under 
the  authority  of  the  British  Oown,  to  Boynton,  Wharloii, 
&  Morgan,  and  which  is  now  alleged  to  be  vested  in  said 
John  F.dgar  and  .lohn  Murray  Si.  Clair,  and  their  assignees  ; 
and  sueli  oilier  matters  as  he  maydeem  material  to  becom- 
munieated  in  rel;ition  lo  the  said  grant. 

Whicli  was  received  and  adopted  without  ob- 
jection. 
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OREGON  TERRITORY. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WENTWORTH,  the  House 

resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Morehead,  of  Ken- 
tucky, in  the  chair,)  and  resvimed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  to  establish  the  Territorial  GovernmeHt 
of  Oregon. 

The  debate  having  been  closed — 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  proposed  to  avail 
himself  of  the  privilege  given  to  him  by  the  rules 
to  make  some  remarifs  on  this  bill.  The  question 
involved  in  the  bill  had  been  discussed  on  almost 
every  bill  before  the  House  for  some  time,  and 
they  should  now  show  by  their  votes  whether  any 
principle  had  been  i-ecognized  by  the  House  or  not. 
He  did  trust,  however,  wliatever  might  be  the  de- 
cision of  the  House  of  Pcepresentatives  and  the 
Senate  on  this  controverted  question  of  slavery, 
that  Congress  would  give  a  Territorial  Government 
to  Oregon  before  the  adjournment.  And  he  pro- 
tested against  the  attempt  w!\ich  had  been  made  to 
unite  the  fate  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon  with  the 
newly-acquired  territory  from  Mexico.  He  pro- 
tested against  identifying  the  fate  and  the  interests 
of  Oregon  with  the  fate  and  interests  of  New  Mex- 
ico and  California.  There  was  no  reason  why  the 
people  of  Oregon  should  be  compelled  to  remain 
■without  a  government  until  they  could  settle  the 
■question  growing  out  of  the  new  territory.  Why, 
■we  had  as  yet  barely  acquired  New  Mexico  and 
California.  They  were  not  yet  part  and  parcel  of 
this  Union,  because  the  treaty  by  ■which  Mexico 
ceded  them  to  us  had  not  yet  been  carried  out. 
We  had  made  no  appropriation  as  yet  for  that 
purpose.  No  legislative  act  had  been  done  by 
Congress  to  consummate  and  carry  out  the  stipu- 
lations of  the  treaty,  and  he  repeated  that  it  would 
be  unjust  to  compel  the  people  of  Oregon  to  unite 
their  fate  with  the  people  of  New  Mexico  and 
•California. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  inquired,  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana,  as  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Territories,  was  not  instructed  by 
his  committee  to  report  bills  to  establish  Territo- 
rial Governments  in  New  Mexico  and  California.' 

Mr.  SMITH  replied,  that  he  had  separate  bills 
for  that  purpose.  He  desired  them  to  be  consid- 
ered separately.  He  was  opposed  to  uniting  them 
in  one  bill,  inasmuch  as  they  presented  different 
questions,  which  should  be  separately  acted  upon. 

Mr.  COBB  was  aware  of  that;  but  he  understood 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  to  say,  that  we  had  not 
yet  so  acquired  those  Territories  as  to  enable  us  to 
establish  governments  in  them. 

Mr.  SMITH  said,  they  were  not  part  of  this 
Union  as  Oregon  was,  nor  would  be,  without  fur- 
ther legislation,  of  which  the  bills  he  had  ready  to 
report  were  part.  Congress  must  first  pass  a  bill 
to  carry  out  the  treaty,  before  they  would  be  prop- 
erly part  of  this  Union. 

Mr.  COBB  asked,  then,  what  authority  they  had 
to  establish  Territorial  Governments  by  the  bills 
which  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  was  desirous  to 
report? 

Mr.  SMITH  supposed  that  all  necessary  enact- 
ments would  be  made  for  that  purpose,  and  these 
bills  were  a  part  of  the  necessary  legislation.  Now, 
suppose  they  never  should  appropriate  money  to 
pay  for  these  Territories,  would  they  be  ours  then  ? 
It  was  not  necessary,  however,  to  consume  time  on 
that  point.  What  he  desired  to  do  now  was,  to 
look  at  the  past  legislation  of  Congress  on  this 
question.  They  found  gentlemen  telling  them  that 
they  ought  not  to  create  a  government  for  Oregon 
■which  would  restrict  slavery,  for  that  they  had  no 
power  to  do  so.  Now,  why  was  there  this  sensi- 
tiveness on  the  part  of  gentlemen?  Why,  they 
had  been  legislatmg  on  this  question  ever  since  he 
had  had  a  seat  on  this  floor.  During  the  first 
Congress  of  which  he  was  a  member,  a  bill  was 
passed  by  this  House  by  a  large  majority  creating 
a  Territorial  Government  for  Oregon,  which  con- 
tained a  provision  which  was  a  prohibition  of  sla- 
very. He  desired  to  refer  to  one  or  two  things 
which  occurred  when  this  bill  passed.  He  would 
quote  from  the  Journal  of  the  2d  session  of  the 
28th  Congress,  of  the  date  of  the  3d  February, 
1845,  page  318: 

"The  question  boini;,  first,  'Will  tlifi  House  asjree  to 
the  amendments  to  llie  said  liill  reported  from  the  Commit- 
toe  of  the  Wliole  House  ou  the  state  of  the  Union."  when  a 
division  of  tlie  said  ainpiirimeiits  huinn  called  for,  the  first 
of  the  said  amendments  was  read  and  agreed  to  ;  and  the 
second  of  said  amendments  was  then  read,  as  follows:  And 
at  the  end  of  the  si-xtti  section  the  following :  '  Provided, 


howeoer,  That  there  shall  neither  he  slavery  nor  involuntary 
servitude  in  the  said  Territory,  otherwise  than  in  the  pun- 
ishment of  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly 
convicted.'  And  the  question  being  put, '  Will  the  House 
ayree  thereto.'"  it  was  decided  in  the  aHirinative  :  Yeas  129, 
nays  6'J." 

This  was  the  opinion  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  1845;  and  among  the  yeas  were  found 
five  southern  members,  namely:  Francis  Brengle, 
of  Maryland;  Henry  Grider,  of  Kentucky;  George 
B.  Rodney,  of  Delaware;  W.  P.  Thomasson,  of 
Kentucky;  and  John  White,  of  Kentucky.  So 
small  was  the  opposition  to  the  slavery  restriction 
at  that  tiiTie,  that  they  found  not  only  the  North 
almost  unanimous,  but  the  South  also  coming  to 
their  aid  to  prohibit  slavery  there.  The  nortliern 
members  voting  against  it  were,  William  J.  Brown, 
of  Indiana,  and  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  bill,  with  that  provision  in  it,  was 
subsequently  passed,  by  140  ayes  to  59  noes.  Only 
fifty-nine!  and  they  were  not  all  southern  gentle- 
men either.  Most  of  the  opposition  which  that 
bill  met  grew  out  of  other  questions.  It  was 
thought  by  some  that  they  could  not  organize  a 
'territorial  Government  in  Oregon  while  the  con- 
vention with  Great  Britain  for  the  joint  occupation 
of  that  Territory  remained  unrescinded;  but  he 
found  that  a  good  many  of  his  Democratic  friends, 
who  were  now  so  very  sensitive  on  the  subject, 
then  voted  with  him  (Mr.  S.)  and  his  friends  in 
favor  of  that  bill  containing  that  proviso.  Amongst 
others,  were  several  of  his  Democratic  colleagues, 
who,  he  hoped,  would  again  be  found  voting  the 
same  way  that  they  voted  on  the  occasion  referred 
to. 

But  he  begged  the  attention  of  the  committee  to 
legislation  on  the  same  subject  at  the  first  session 
of  the  29th  Congress,  on  the  6th  of  August,  1846. 
He  quoted  from  the  House  Journal,  page  1,245: 
"The  Oregon  bill  being  under  consideration,  the 
'  following  amendment  was  read  :  '  In  the  10th 
'  line  of  section  12,  after  the  word  Oregon,  insert, 
''and  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude 
'  shall  ever  exist  in  said  Territory,  except  for  crime 
'  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convict- 
'  ed.'  And  the  question  being  put:  'Will  the 
'  House  agree  thereto?'  it  was  decided  in  the  af- 
'  firmative  :  Yeas  108,  nays  44.'"  The  southern 
men  voting  aye  were,  William  F.  Giles,  Mary- 
land; Henry  Grider,  Kentucky;  D.  S.  Kaufman 
and  Timothy  Pillsbury,  Texas;  W.  P.  Thomas- 
son,  Kentucky;  and  B.  R.  Young,  Kentucky — six 
in  number.  The  bill  was  afterwards  passed  with- 
out a  call  of  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  two  gentlemen  from  Texas  had  not  viewed 
this  power  of  prohibiting  slavery  in  the  Territo- 
ries at  that  tii-ne  with  anything  like  the  abhorrence 
they  manifested  toward  it  now.  They  recorded 
their  names  in  favor  of  the  amendment  to  the  Ore- 
gon bill  which  made  the  prohibition.  No  alarm 
was  felt  then.  Gentlemen  did  not  cry  out  that 
the  Constitution  was  violated,  or  the  rights  of  the 
South  invaded.  On  the  contrary,  southern  men 
themselves  stood  up  for  the  measure,  and  at  the 
last  session  of  the  last  Congress  the  same  thing 
took  place.  A  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
[Mr.  Burt]  had  then  assented  to  the  prohibition 
clause,  but  had  inserted  a  preamble  to  it,  declaring 
that  "as  the  whole  Territory  of  Oregon  lay  north 
of  the  line  of  the  Missouri  compromise,"  &c., 
southern  gentlemen,  so  far  from  preventing  the  in- 
sertion of  the  clause,  merely  asked  that  the  reason 
for  it  might  be  stated  on  the  face  of  the  bill;  but 
this  was  refused;  and  the  bill  had  passed  the 
House  with  the  prohibitory  clause  in  it  by  a  vote 
of  134  to  35.  He  wanted  to  know  how  southern 
gentlemen  had  voted  for  this  who  were  now  so 
extremely  sensitive  upon  the  subject? 

Mr.  SAWYER  inquired  whether  Mr.  Smith 
had  not  himself  voted  against  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Burt.] 

Mr.  SMITH  replied,  certainly  he  had;  because 
he  was  not  willing  that  the  restriction  against  sla- 
very should  be  put  upon  that  ground.  But  still  it 
was  a  fact  that  the  united  delegation  from  South 
Carolina  had  voted  for  the  restriction. 

Mr.  BURT  said,  that  as  reference  had  been 
made  to  the  vote  of  the  South  Carolina  delegation, 
it  was  pro|ier  to  explain  that  it  had  been  at  the 
, time  that  vote  was  given  the  opinion  of  every 
southern  man,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two, 
that  slavery  never  would  enter  into  Oregon,  be- 
cause it  lay  north  of  the  compromise  line;  and  it 
was  with  that  understanding  that  they  had  voted 


for  the  clause  prohibiting  it.  But  in  1846,  when 
President  Polk  asked  for  an  appropriation  of  two 
millions  of  dollars  to  effect  a  treaty  with  Mexico, 
a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  rose  and  proposed 
what  had  since  become  so  famous  as  the  Wiimot 
proviso.  Then  the  South  took  the  alarm.  At  the 
next  session  the  same  proposition  was  renewed; 
and  the  South  could  no  longer  doubt  the  existence 
ofapurpose  which  had  now  become  openly  manifest 
to  all. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  had  not  asserted  that  the 
gentleman  could  not  give  good  reasons  for  his  vote. 
But  if  there  were  no  good  reasons  then  against  the 
restriction  by  an  act  ofCongress,  there  were  no  good 
reasons  against  the  same  thing  now.  If  it  was  in 
its  own  nature  unconstitutional  now,  it  was  equally 
unconstitutional  then.  If  Congress  had  power 
under  the  Constitution  to  pass  such  a  restriction 
in  Oregon  in  1845,  it  had  the  same  power  to  pass 
the  restriction  in  California  in  1848;  if  it  had  no 
power  now,  it  had  none  then.  What  became  of 
the  constitutional  argument? 

Mr.  WOODWARD  said,  he  had  never  before 
heard  that  the  constitutionality  of  a  measure  was 
a  reason  for  voting  for  it.  One  was  certainly  not 
bound  to  vote  for  a  law  simply  Jjecause  it  was 
constitutional.  The  question  of  expediency  was 
always  a  material  question,  and  he  (Mr.  W.)  did 
not  think  that,  as  a  southern  man,  it  would  be  ex- 
pedient for  him  to  recognize  the  Missouri  com- 
promise, unless  the  North  did  so  likewise.  He, 
however,  did  not  admit  that  compromise  to  be 
consistent  with  the  Constitution.  And  besides, 
it  was  a  mistake,  that  he  had  voted  for  the  Oregon 
bill  of  the  last  session. 

Mr.  WOODWARD  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Hil- 
liard's  amendment,  by  adding  the  words  "and 
holding  the  same  underthe  protection  of  the  laws." 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  was  not  discussing  the 
propriety  of  gentlemen's  votes:  he  was  merely  ad- 
verting to  the  fact  that  such  votes  had  been  given, 
as  an  answer  to  the  constitutional  argument. 
Whatever  might  have  been  the  course  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina  after  the  introduction 
into  the  House  of  the  Wiimot  proviso,  yet  he  found 
that  his  friend  from  Georgia,  over  the  way,  [Mr. 
Cobb,]  had  voted  for  it  long  after.  It  was  said 
that  the  fears  of  the  South  had  been  alarmed  by 
the  proviso.  Georgia  lay  far  to  the  south,  yet  her 
able  representative  here  manifested  no  alarm.  The 
same  reasons  for  the  restriction  existed  now  which 
had  existed  then:  gentlemen  considered  them  as 
suflicient  at  that  time;  he  should  be  sorry  if  they 
did  not  consider  them  equally  so  at  this. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  (who  had  been  temporarily 
absent  from  the  Hall  when  allusion  was  made  to 
the  vote  of  Texas,  but  had  since  returned)  now- 
said: 

I  voted  for  the  restriction  of  slavery  in  Oregon, 
because  all  of  Oregon  lies  north  of  361  degrees  north 
latitude,  or  what  is  commonly  known  as  the  Mis- 
souri compromise  line.  I  voted  for  it  because,  in 
the  resolutions  of  annexation  admitting  Texas,  the 
Missouri  comprornise  line  was  inserted  and  applied 
to  Texas,  and  now  fornts  a  part  of  her  constitu- 
tion. But  I  now  state  to  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana and  this  House  that  I  only  gave  one  vote  to 
prohibit  slavery  in  Oregon,  and  that  vote  was  given 
before  the  Wiimot  proviso  was  moved  in  this 
House:  no  man  had  heard  of  the  Wiimot  proviso 
when  I  gave  that  vote.  I  never  have  voted  against 
slavery  in  Oregon  since  the  Wiimot  proviso  was 
introduced  into  and  passed  by  this  House.  I  never 
will  vote  to  exclude  slavery  from  Oregon  or  any 
other  Territory  of  the  United  States  as  long  as  I 
see  the  North  determined  to  force  down  upon  the 
South  the  Wiimot  proviso.  I  have  no  idea  of  the 
South  observing  the  Missouri  cornpromise  while 
the  North  repudiates  it.  And  I  never  should  have 
given  the  vote  I  did,  if  I  could  have  foreseen  the 
introduction  and  passage  of  the  Wiimot  proviso 
by  this  House.  But  I  will  again  vote  for  restrict- 
ing slavery  in  Oi'cgon,  if  the  North  will  agree  to 
extend  the  Missouri  compromise  line  so  as  to  apply 
to  the  Territories  of  California  and  New  Mexico. 
And  this  I  understand  to  be  the  universal  senti- 
ment of  the  South. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  Mr.  Kaufman  whether  he 
had  not  voted  for  the  bill  afterwards? 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  said  he  had  not;  and  he  never 
would  as  long  as  the  North  should  resist  the  Mis- 
souri compromise. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  did  not  undertake  to  say 
how  the  gentleman  would  settle  the  question  with 
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his  constituents;  that  was  his  own  affair;  but  the 
gentleman  had  at  that  time  held  very  difleient 
opinions  from  -what  he  appeared  to  do  now. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN.  Not  at  all.  He  would  still 
vote  the  same  way,  and  adhere  to  the  Missouri 
compromise,  provided  the  North  would  do  like- 
wise. Until  the  Wilmot  proviso  was  introduced, 
the  North  had  never  shown  any  disposition  to 
repudiate  the  Missouri  compromise;  on  the  con- 
trary, in  the  annexation  of  Te.vas  it  had  been 
expressly  reaffirmed,  and  by  northern  votes. 

Mr.  SMITH  trusted  that  this  bill  would  be  con- 
sidered and  acted  upon  on  its  own  merits,  without 
conneclins;  it  with  New  Mexico  or  California. 
Mr.  S.  was,  however,  for  excluding  slavery  from 
all  the  Territories. 

Ever  since  the  foundation  of  this  Government, 
our  policy  had  been  to  restrict  slavery  wherever 
it  could  be  done.  The  Missouri  compromise  was 
an  act  restricting  the  extent  of  slavery;  but  this 
Government  had  never  passed  any  act,  at  any  time, 
to  advance  the  extent  of  slavery  one  foot. 

Mr.  COBB  here  inquired  whether  the  extension 
of  slavery  had  not  been  contemplated  in  the  formn- 
tion  of  the  Constitution,  as  was  manifested  by 
admiitino;  the  importation  of  slaves  as  late  as  1808.' 

Air.  SMITH  insisted  that  the  extension  of  sla- 
very had  not  been  contemtdated,  Init  the  reverse. 
And  thi.s  very  clauseabout  the  importation  of  slaves 
till  1808  was  itself  of  a  restrictive  character,  and 
showed  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  looked 
forward  to  the  ultimate  extinction  of  slavery 
throughout  the  Union. 

Mr.  McLANE  put  some  inquiry  to  Mr.  Smith, 
which  was  not  heard  by  the  reporter;  but  was  un- 
derstood to  be,  ir)  substance,  whether  a  provision 
to  divide  a  slave  State  into  two  was  not  a  provision 
that  looked  to  the  extension  of  slavery? 

Mr.  SMITH  said  it  did  not.  The  division  of 
a  State  into  two  States  neither  increased  nor  di- 
minished the  number  of  slaves  it  contained,  and 
did  not  extend  slavery  a  foot. 

The  South  had  not  once  been  so  extremely  sen- 
sitive as  she  was  now.  Whence  came  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787.'  Was  that  the  work  of  northern 
abolitionists.'  Was  it  a  contrivance  of  fanatics 
•who  had  but  one  idea.'  Everybody  knew  that  it 
had  proceeded  from  the  hands  of  southern  men. 
The  committee,  consisting  of  soutiiern  gentlemen, 
■wore  unanimous  in  the  policy  of  prohibiting  slavery 
throughout  the  whole  extensive  territory  ceded  by 
Virginia  to  the  United  States.  They  reported  the 
ordinance,  and  the  Confederation  concurred  in 
their  report  without  a  dissenting  voice.  Did  any- 
body complain  that  the  North  were  invading  the 
rights  of  the  southern  States.'  Notatall.  And  how 
had  it  been,  at  the  time  of  the  acquisition  of  Loui- 
siana? It  was  then  agreed  that  slavery  should 
never  exist  there  to  the  north  of  36°  30'.  Did  the 
South  regard  the  Constitution  as  violated  by  this? 
Was  any  cry  raised  here  against  the  fanatics? 
What  did  they  now  contend  for  in  the  North  ?  For 
the  abolition  of  slavery  within  any  one  of  the 
States — for  the  least  interference  with  the  rights  of 
a  slaveholder  ?  Notatall;  not  at  all.  All  they 
asked  was,  that  territory  now  free  be  suffered  to 
remain  free.  Was  this  interfering  with  the  South? 
Far  from  it.  Mr.  S.  would  be  as  far  as  any  man 
on  that  floor  from  doing  anything  that  militated 
against  the  harmony  of  all  the  States;  but  when 
he  found  in  our  possession  territory  which  we  had 
acquired  as  free  territory,  he  was  for  keeping  it 
free.  This  territory  had  brought  upon  us  only 
the  cvil.s  [)redicted  by  the  opponents  of  the  war. 
These  were  the  bitter  fruits  of  the  unauthorized 
measures  of  this  Administration.  All  this  had 
been  foretold  in  warning  tones;  gentleman  had 
been  warned  in  time  that  this  very  slate  of  things 
would  come  upon  the  ronntry.  The  Whigs,  the 
opponents  of  the  war,  had  found  it  here.  He  called 
all  men  to  witness  that  they  had  done  all  in  their 
j)ower  to  keep  this  territory  out  of  the  Union.  He 
gloried  in  the  stand  they  had  taken  against  it,  and 
in  the  powerful  aid  they  had  received  from  their 
southern  friends;  but  all  had  been  in  vain.  They 
now  found  it  here,  and  they  must  meet  it  like  men 
and  like  statesmen.  Mr.  S.  never  would  consent 
to  extend  slavery  by  any  act  of  his.  There  was 
not  a  man  opposed  to  the  war  who  had  not  pre- 
dicted what  we  now  saw.  The  Whigs  did  not 
take  their  opponents  by  surprise;  and  if  they 
could  not  avoid  the  agitation  which  this  contest 
was  creating  all  over  the  country  in  any  other 
way,  he  would  cast  the  wludc  territory  from  us  as  i 


a  burden  and  ■&  curse.  It  was  merely  a  bone  of 
contention.  He  was  not  afraid  of  the  responsi- 
bihty.  This  hated  acquisition  had  co.st  us  one 
hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and  thirty-five  thou- 
sand human  lives,  and  after  all,  it  was  worse  than 
worthless.  It  would  be  found  in  the  end  the  dear- 
est acquisition  which  this  country  had  ever  made. 
If  we  continued  to  hold  this  territory,  we  must 
settle  some  form  of  government  for  it.  Gentlemen 
referred  to  the  cases  of  the  acquisition  of  Louisi- 
ana and  the  annexation  of  Texas;  but  were  these 
cases  of  the  extension  of  slavery?  Not  at  all;  they 
were  cases  of  its  restriction.  He  would  ask  of  the 
gentleman  from  Texas  [Mr.  Kaufman]  how  the 
restriction  in  the  annexation  resolutions,  which 
prohibited  the  extension  of  slavery  north  of  36® 
30',  had  been  observed  in  pi-actice? 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  said  it  had  been  carried  out 
to  the  very  letter.  According  to  the  reading  of  the 
annexation  resolutions,  the  States  formed  out  of 
Texas  lying  north  of  the  Missouri  compromise 
line  were  to  prohibit  slavery.  But  whatever  may 
be  the  construction  of  the  annexation  resolutions, 
they  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  State  of  Texas; 
for  they  form  a  portion  of  her  constitution,  and 
all  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  Texas  on 
the  subject  of  slavery  are  subordinate  to,  and  con- 
trolled by,  the  aiuiexation  resolutions. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  if  the  constitution  of  Texas 
did  not  establish  the  existence  of  slavery  through- 
out the  wliole  extent  of  the  Slate;  and  whether  it 
did  not  forbid  the  Texan  Legislature  to  pass  any 
act  for  the  abolition  of  it? 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  replied  that  the  prohibition 
was  not  against  the  abolition  of  slavery,  but  the 
abolition  of  it  without  the  consent  of  the  owners  of 
the  slaves.  The  annexation  resolutions  were  in- 
corporated into  the  constitution  of  Texas  and 
formed  a  part  of  it. 

Mr.  VINTON  asked  whether  the  Legislature  of 
Texas  had  passed  any  law  prohibiting  the  carry- 
ing of  slaves  beyond  the  line  of  36°  30'  ? 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  replied  that  the  resolutions  of 
annexation  did  not  require  that  it  should.  No  gen- 
tleman could  fairly  charge  Texas  with  bad  faith 
when  she  had  made  the  very  words  of  4he  annex- 
ation resolutions  a  part  and  parcel  of  her  constitu- 
tion. Does  not  the  gentleman  contend  that  the 
annexation  resolutions  forbid  slaves  from  going 
north  of  36°  30'  in  Texas?  And  would  a  law  of 
the  Texas  Legislature  be  more  binding  than  her 
constitution? 

Mr.  SMITH  (resuming)  said  that  gentlemen 
might  plead  as  they  would,  but  they  well  knew 
that  the  word  of  promise  might  have  been  kept  to 
the  ear,  but  was  broken  to  the  sense.  All  he  knew 
about  it  was,  that  the  compromise  was  understood 
by  all  to  be,  that  there  should  no  slavery  exist  north 
of  3G°  30'.  If  Texas  meant  to  observe  and  carry 
out  that  compromise  in  good  faith,  ought  she  not  to 
have  passed  a  law  rendering  it  impossible  that  sla- 
very should  have  any  existence  north  of  that  line? 
Yet  it  did  exist  there.  Slaves  were  at  this  hour 
held  in  Texas  north  of  that  line;  and  they  would 
continue  to  be  held  there  till  doomsday;  for  Texas 
declared  that  slavery  should  not  be  interfered  with 
either  north  or  south  of  the  line. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  that  the  resolutions  of 
annexation  had  been  incorporated  into  the  consti- 
tution of  Texas  and  formed  a  part  of  it. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Does  the  gentleman  mean  to  say 
that  slaves  cannot  now  be  held  to  the  north  of  36° 
30'? 

Mr.  STEPHENS.     They  cannot. 

Mr.  SMITH.  I  have  read  her  constitution,  and 
I  never  so  understood  it. 

Mr.  BAYLY  here  put  a  question  to  Mr.  Smith, 
not  heard  at  the  reporter's  desk. 

[A  geographical  conversation  (partly  informal) 
here  took  place  as  to  whether  any  portion  of  Texas 
actually  extended  to  the  north  of  36°  30'.] 

Mr.  SMITH  quoted  the  constitution  of  Texas. 

Mr.  BAYLY  repeated  his  question,  which  was 
now  understood  to  be,  Whether  Texas  did  extend 
north  of  the  compromise  line? 

Mr.  SMITH  said  he  so  understood  it. 

[Voices:  "You  are  mistaken  in  the  geography."] 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  said  that  Texas  did  extend 
north  of  the  com[)romis(;  line;  but  all  that  portion 
of  Texas  lying  north  of  that  line  had  formerly 
constituted  a  part  of  New  Mexico.  The  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  [Mr.  Smith]  was  right.  The 
annexation  resolutions  so  declared. 

Mr.   SMITH  again  quoted   the  constitution   of 


Texas  as  to  the  permission  to  form  two  or  more 
I  States,  and  requiring  that  slavery  should  be  abol- 
j  ished   north  of  the   line,  but  that  south  of  it  the 
States  should  be  received  with  or  without  slavery, 
j  as  the  inhabitants  should   decide  for  themselves, 
j  He  went  on  to  say,  whatever  territory  Texas  might 
hold  to  the  north  of  the  line,  she  did,  under  her 
:  constitution,  subject  the  country  to   the  curse  of 
slavery  up  to  the  time  that  new  States  should   be 
1  formed,  and  should  come  into  the  Union;  and  that 
would  be  just  as  long  as  she  chose:  since  no  new 
1  States  could  be  formed  without  her  sanction.     As 
'  long  as  she  refused   her  consent,  slavery  would 
I  continue.      He  therefore  insisted  that,  as   to  the 
!  practical  result,  the  compromise  had  not  been  car- 
ried out  in  its  spirit. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  was  not  now  going  to  enter  into 
the  constitutional  argumeift  as  to  whether  Con- 
gress did  or  did  not  possess  power  to  prohibit  sla- 
very in  the  Territorie.s.  It  seemed  astonishing  tw 
him  that  there  could  be  any  controversy  on  the 
subject.  It  had  certainly  never  been  doubted  be- 
fore. The  right  was  recognized  by  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution,  and  acted  on  by  every  Congress 
from  that  day  to  this.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia [Mr.  Bayly]  had  said  that  the  power  had 
never  been  exercised  on  the  admission  of  any  State 
but  Wisconsin.  He  was  mistaken;  and  he  would 
see  he  was  mistaken,  if  he  looked  at  the  admission 
of  Indiana,  Michigan,  and  Illinois.  He  would 
advise  the  honorable  gentleman  to  examine  into 
this.  He  would  find  that  they  had  Governments 
granted  to  them,  "  similar  in  all  respects  to  the 
provisions  of  the  ordinance  of  1787;"  and  did  not 
the  ordinance  of  1787  prohibit  slavery?  Did  not 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  know  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  Indiana  had  at  one  time  petitioned  Con- 
gress to  suspend  the  restriction?  But  why  ask 
that  it  be  suspended,  if  it  had  no  existence?  The 
petition  was  riyected,  indeed,  but  it  proved  the  ex- 
istence of  the  restriction.  "There  was  no  solitary 
instance  of  a  Territorial  Government,  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  which  was  free,, 
where  slavery  had  not  been  directly  prohibited,  h 
had  been  done  for  more  than  fifty  years.  Every 
foot  of  free  soil  had  been  kept  free.  Why  had  it 
so  suddenly  been  discovered  that  this  was  an  in- 
vasion of  the  rights  of  the  South? 

Mr.  BAYLY  said  that  if  proper  time  were  al- 
lowed him,  he  could  answer  the  gentleman,  and 
satisfy  any  candid  mind  that  his  (Mr.  B. 's)  posi- 
tion was  correct. 

Mr.  SMITH  said  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
spare  the  gentleman  any  more  of  his  own  time^ 
which  was  rapidly  passing  away.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  gentleman  considered  Mr.  S. 
as  possessing  a  candid  mind  or  not,  but  he  claimed 
to  know  the  common  meaning  of  language.  When 
the  law  said  "  in  all  respects  similar  to  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,"  he  thought  it  meant  to  prohibit 
slavery. 

Mr.  DUER  reminded  Mr.  S.,  too,  that  the  ordi- 
nance used  the  word  "  inhabitants,"  which  was  of 
the  widest  meaning. 

Mr.  McLANE  was  understood  to  inquire  (but 
he  was  not  distinctly  heard  at  the  seat  of  the  re- 
porter) whether  the  prohibition  existed  anywhere 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  Northwest  Territory,  to 
which  alone  the  ordinance  of  1787  applied  ? 

Mr.  SMITH  said,  Yes,  outside  of  that  Territo- 
ry. Where  the  soil  was  free,  slavery  had  always 
been  prohibited. 

Mr.  McLANE  was  further  understood  to  ask 
whether  Mr.  S.  had  found  any  case  where  it  had 
been  prohibited,  save  by  the  iVlissouri  compromise 
or  by  the  ordinance  of  1787? 

Mr.  SMITH  was  heard  (amidst  much  disorder 
and  conversation)  to  say  that  it  embraced  all  the 
territory  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  McLANE  inquired  whether  Mr.  S.  meant 
to  refer  to  Arkansas  and  Missouri? 

What  Mr.  S. 's  reply  was  may  be  known  to 
those  within  a  few  yards  of  him. 

Mr.  SMITH  then  went  on  to  say  that  Congress 
were  now  asked  to  take  a  new  position,  to  adopt 
an  entirely  new  course,  and  extend  slavery  into 
territory  now  free.  It  amounted  to  this,  that  the 
I  Congress  of  the  United  States,  representing  free 
as  well  as  slave  States,  should  engage  in  the  busi- 
ness of  extending  slavery.  Had  this  ever  yet  been 
done?  Never.  Congress  had  acted  in  the  restric- 
tion of  slavery,  never  in  its  extension.  They  were 
now  called  on  to  establish  it.  Had  Congress  any 
power  to  establish  it?     Would  gentlemen's  zeal 
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in  favor  of  their  institution  carry  them  so  far  as  to 
say  that  it  had?  It  had  never  been  attempted  be- 
fore. To  do  what  was  now  asked  would  be  vir- 
tually to  establish  slavery  in  ail  the  States  as  well 
as  all  the  Territories  of  the  Union.  He  would 
ask  his  friend  from  Illinois  [Mr.  McClernand] 
whether  he  was  willing  to  stand  up  in  his  own 
Legislature  and  vote  that  one-half  of  the  State  of 
Illinois  should  be  given  up  to  the  presence  of  sla- 
very .'  He  knew  he  would  not;  yet  he  was  for 
establishing  it  up  to  a  certain  line  in  the  Territories 
of  the  Pacific. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  said  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  misrepresented  him.  All  he  proposed  was, 
that  the  States  south  of  36°  30'  should  determine 
the  question  of  slavery  for  themselves.  He  said 
nothing  in  his  amendment  which  he  had  proposed 
about  slavery  in  the  Territories. 

Mr.  SMITH  said,  he  had  then  misunderstood 
the  terms  of  the  gentleman's  amendment.  As  to 
the  States  being  allowed  to  decide  the  question  of 
slavery  for  themselves,  they  could  not  be  prevented 
from  doing  that;  it  was  their  right.  Congress 
could  not  prohibit  slavery  within  any  State.  For 
Congress  to  declare  as  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
proposed,  would  be  supererogatory  legislation. 
When  the  people  of  a  Slate  made  their  own  con- 
stitution, they  could  do  on  that  subject  just  what 
they  pleased.  But  Mr.  S.  would  ask,  whether 
any  man  representing  a  free  State  would  ever  be 
willing  to  establish  slavery  where  it  was  not.'' 

But  it  was  insisted,  that  to  prohibit  slavery  in  a 
Territory  which  had  been  acquired  by  the  common 
treasure  and  blood  of  all  the  States,  was  doing 
gross  injustice  to  the  slaveholding  States.  Was 
there  anything  unjust  in  this.'  Congress  was  now 
to  shape  the  constitution  of  a  Territory.  Was 
there  any  injustice  in  saying  that  they  should  be 
free.'  Suppose  Congress  should  say  that  slavery 
should  be  established  there:  would  that  not  equally 
exclude  settlers  from  the  North  .' 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  was  under- 
stood to  say,  it  would  not;  for  northern  people 
constantly  came  into  the  slave  States. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Would  they  not  be  excluded  by 
the  establishment  of  an  institution  which  was 
against  northern  feelings  and  northern  interests.' 

Mr.  HOLMES  said,  that  Yankees  would  go 
anywhere.  They  came  down  into  Charleston. 
Why  would  they  not  go  into  Territories  where 
they  found  slavery.' 

Mr.  SMITH  said  that  everybody  knew,  that 
in  selecting  a  region  wherein  to  settle  for  life,  men 
were  always  greatly  influenced  by  a  knowledge  of 
the  laws  and  customs  that  prevailed  there,  and 
this  was  especially  true  of  slavery  and  slave  laws. 
If,  indeed.  Congress  was  passive  on  the  subject, 
that  would  be  another  affair;  but  in  that  case  sla- 
very would  not  exist  in  the  Territories,  because  it 
did  not  exist  there  now,  and  was  prohibited  by 
law.  But  gentlemen  were  not  satisfied  with  this; 
they  wanted  Congress  to  establish  it  there.  It  was 
contended  that  a  southern  man  had  a  right  to  go 
into  those  Territories  with  all  his  property.  Well, 
if  he  had  a  right,  therefore,  to  carry  his  slave  there, 
then,  by  the  same  reasoning,  he  had  a  right  to  come 
with  his  slaves  into  Indiana;  for  the  Constitution 
gave  him  equal  rights  with  the  people  of  all  the 
States  into  which  he  went.  A  citizen  of  Pennsyl- 
vania had  a  right  to  go  there  with  his  property, 
and  could  not  a  citizen  of  South  Carolina  go  with 
his?  Had  Indiana  a  right  to  exclude  a  citizen  of 
New  York  from  coming  there  with  his  cows  and 
oxen  ? 

Mr.  HOLMES  said,' Yes,  she  had. 

Mr.  SMITH  said,  a  State  had  no  right  to  pre- 
vent the  citizen  of  another  State  from  coming  there 
and  bringing  his  property  with  him.  But  the 
whole  error  lay  in  maintaining  that  slaves  were 
property.  He  admitted  that  people  of  all  the 
Sttites  were  permitted  to  come  with  that  which 
was  recognized  as  property  by  the  Constitution, 
by  the  laws  of  nature,  and  by  the  laws  of  God; 
they  might  bring  their  horses,  and  their  cattle, 
and  their  goods;  but  this  did  not  prove  they 
had  a  night  to  come  there  with  slayes.  A  man's 
horse  was  his  property,  and  he  had  a  right  to 
come  there  with  his  horse;  and  he  had  a  right, 
too,  to  kill  his  horse,  if  he  pleased;  he  might 
shoot  him  through  the  head  upon  the  highway; 
because  a  horse  was  recognized  as  property  by  the 
laws  of  all  civilized  nations.  But  he  could  not 
kill  his  slave;  he  could  not  heat  out  his  brains  or 
shoot  him  down  on  the  highway.     Why?    Be- 


cause he  was  not  property.  There  existed,  in- 
deed, a  peculiar  relation  between  master  and  slave, 
but  that  relation  was  created  wholly  by  positive 
statute.  Let  him  suppose  a  case.  Gentlemen 
said  a  man  had  a  right  to  go  into  the  Territories 
with  his  slaves,  because  in  the  slave  States  these 
were  regarded  as  property,  so  recognized  by  law. 
Now,  suppose  the  laws  of  South  Carolina  recog- 
nized the  right  of  a  man  to  marry  two  wives,  or 
many  wives,  at  the  same  time;  suppose  bigamy 
or  polygamy  to  be  permitted  by  the  laws  of  South 
Carolina,  would  it  be  maintained  that  a  man  might 
go  into  the  Territories  and  live  there  with  hali^  a 
dozen  wives  at  once?  He  would  have  no  more 
right  to  do  this  than  to  go  there  and  hold  his  slaves. 
Both  institutions  existed  only  by  positive  municipal 
law;  and  municipal  regulations  extended  nofurther 
than  the  jurisdiction  did  which  established  them. 

It  was  perfectly  clear  to  Mr.  S.  that  Congress 
had  power  to  exclude  slavery  from  a  Territory, 
and  he  was  free  to  exercise  that  power,  because 
even  every  southern  mind  recognized  and  admit- 
ted it  to  be  an  evil. 

Mr.  HOLMES.  I  do  not  admit  it  to  be  an  evil. 
I  hold  it  to  be  the  greatest  blessing  that  God  ever 
conferred  upon  man. 

Mr.  SMITH  said,  he  was  contented  with  the 
decision  on  that  subject  of  such  southern  minds  as 
those  of  Washington,  and  Jefferson,  and  Mason, 
and  a  host  more,  who  all  had  admitted  it  in  the 
most  explicit  manner  to  be  an  evil.  But  Mr.  S. 
never  should  have  referred  to  this  had  not  gen- 
tlemen contended  for  the  right  to  go  into  free  ter- 
ritory with  their  slaves. 

Mr.  S.  having  closed  his  remarks — 

The  question  was  stated  on  striking  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  viz  : 

"  Tliat,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  all  that  part 
of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  which  lies  west  of  the 
summit  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  known  as  tlie  Territory  of 
Oregon,  shall  be  organized  into  and  constitute  a  temporary 
Government  by  the  name  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon  :  Pro- 
vided, That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  impair  the  riglits  of  person  or  property  now  pertaining  to 
tlie  Indians  in  said  Territory  so  long  as  such  rights  sjiall 
remain  unextinguished  by  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  such  Indians,  or  to  affect  the  authority  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  make  any  regulation  respect- 
ing such  Indftns,  their  lands,  property,  or  other  rights,  by 
treaty,  law,  or  otherwise,  which  it  would  have  been  com- 
petent to  the  Government  to  make  if  this  act  had  never 
passed  :  Jiiid  provided  further.  That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
tained shall  be  constriied  to  inhibit  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  from  dividing  said  Territory  into  two  or  more 
Territories,  in  such  manner  and  at  such  limes  as  Congress 
shall  deem  convenient  and  proper,  or  from  attaching  any 
portion  of  said  Territory  to  any  other  State  or  Territory  of 
the  United  States." 

Mr.  McCLERNAND,  upon  a  pro  forma  amend- 
ment, made  a  five  minutes  speech,  urging  the  ne- 
cessity of  setting  up  all  the  proposed  Territorial 
Governments,  and  supporting  the  principle  of  the 
Texas  compromise. 

Mr.  McC.  said  he  had  offered  his  substitute  for 
the  purpose  of  obviating  the  grave  and  threatening 
i  difficulties  which  surrounded  this  question.  He 
had  offered  it  to  secure  the  great  object  of  pre- 
serving our  extensive  and  valuable  Territories, 
and  of  extending  the  protection  of  civil  govern- 
ment over  the  people  inhabiting  those  Territories. 
What  was  their  situation?  We  were  informed  by 
messengers  from  Oregon  that  strife  and  war  al- 
ready existed  between  the  Indians  and  the  whites 
— that  the  tomahawk  of  the  savage  was  drinking 
the  blood  of  our  brothers — and  that  the  butcher- 
knife  was  rankling  in  the  bosoms  of  defenceless 
women  and  children.  Oh  !  could  it  be  possible  that 
we  would  leave  our  friends,  relatives,  and  fellow- 
citizens  in  this  situation?  Humanity,  duty,  mag- 
nanimity forbade  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Smith]  had 
assailed  the  substitute;  but  there  appeared  to  be 
but  one  point  of  difference  between  that  gentleman 
and  Mr.  McC.  That  gentleman  admitted  that  the 
substitute  prohibited  slavery  forever  in  the  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  States  north  of  36°  30';  that  it 
left  to  the  Stales  to  be  formed  out  of  the  territory 
south  of  that  line,  to  establish  or  prohibit  slavery 
as  they  might  determine  each  for  itself.  All  this 
was  true;  but  the  gentleman  went  further,  and  in- 
sisted that  slavery  should  be  prohibited  in  the  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  south  of  36°  30'.  Here 
Mr.  McC.  proposed  to  leave  this  (question  to  the 
determination  of  the  existing  laws  in  tliose  Terri- 
tories, or  to  the  government  to  be  constituted  for 
them,  or  to  the  constitutions,  wherever  it  should 
properly  rest,  for  determination;  and  in  this  only 
was  their  disagreement. 


Mr.  McC.  was  as  much  opposed  to  the  exist- 
ence of  slavery  as  any  one;  but  he  would  not  dis- 
turb the  compromises  of  the  Constitution  to  carry 
out  any  individual  or  abstract  opinion  upon  the 
subject.  He  would  be  glad  to  see  slavery  prohib- 
ited everywhere,  with  the  consent  of  those  inter- 
ested in  the  institution;  but  only  proposed  to  waive 
the  exercise  of  the  power  to  exclude  it  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  New  Mexico  and  California,  and  to  leave 
the  question  of  its  existence  or  non-existence  in 
that  territory,  to  secure  the  great  and  vital  objects 
already  mentioned — the  peace  and  harmony  of  the 
country,  the  perpetuity  of  our  institutions,  and  the 
preservation  of  the  people  inhabiting  that  territory, 
and  the  territory  itself. 

The  substitute  prohibited  slavery  forever  in  the 
territory  of  the  United  States  north  of  36°  30';  and 
if  such  prohibition  should  be  effectual  to  prohibit 
it  in  the  States  to  be  formed  out  of  that  territory, 
then  it  would  be  prohibited  forever  in  such  States 
as  well  as  in  the  Territory.  The  substitute  left  it 
to  the  States  to  be  formed  out  of  the  territory  south 
of  that  line,  to  establish  or  prohibit  slavery  at  their 
pleasure;  and  who  would  deny  to  the  States  the 
right  and  power  to  determine  this  question  for 
themselves?  The  substitute  was  silent  in  regard 
to  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  territory  south 
of  36°  30'.  And  who  should  say  that  this  silence 
was  too  great  a  price  to  pay  for  the  preservation  of 
fraternal  feeling  and  the  Union  itself,  or  that  the 
government  of  the  people  of  that  Territory  should 
not  be  left  free  to  act  upon  the  subject  according  to 
the  interests,  wishes,  and  necessities  of  the  people 
inhabiting  the  Territory — or  not  to  act?  If  it  should 
be  objected  to  by  southern  gentlemen  that  the 
omission  of  the  substitute  to  authorize  the  exist- 
ence of  .slavery  in  the  temtory  south  of  36°  30'  was 
in  effect  its  prohibition,  inasmuch  as  its  exist- 
ence was  already  prohibited  by  the  laws  in  force 
there;  then  it  might  be  answered,  they  should  not 
have  insisted  upon  the  principle  of  the  Texas  com- 
promise, for  that  compromise  did  not  prohibit  sla- 
very in  the  territory  of  Texas  north  of  36°  30', 
where  it  existed  by  law  according  to  the  territorial 
claim  of  Texa.^,  but  only  in  the  States  to  be  formed 
out  of  that  territory.  And  could  Congress  say  that 
slavery  should  or  should  not  exist  in  a  State?  In 
turn,  now,  it  becomes  the  South  to  agree  to  the 
principle  of  the  Texas  compromise,  when  it  may 
operate  in  favor  of  the  North.  To  refuse  to  do  so, 
would  be  inconsistent;  to  refuse  to  do  so,  would 
be  to  claim  what  they  are  unwilling  to  give.  Mr. 
McC.  had  heard  the  gentleman  from  Texas  [Mr. 
Kaufman]  say  that  "Texas  would  carry  out  the 
spirit  of  the  Texas  compromise  in  good  faith, 
and  that  slavery  would  not  be  found  to  exist  in  the 
States  to  be  formed  out  of  the  Texan  territory 
north  of  30°  30' ;  and  Mr.  McC.  hoped  such  would 
be  the  fact. 

Mr.  McC.  having  concluded  his  remarks,  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  a 
proviso  to  the  first  section,  to  confirm  titles  of  land 
at  the  missionary  stations  in  the  Territory  of  Ore- 
gon to  the  missionaries,  not  exceeding  640  acres 
to  each. 

Mr.  R.  said  it  was  well  known  that  there  were 
in  Oregon  a  few  missionary  stations,  and  that 
some  small  improvements  had  been  made,  and 
some  buildings  erected  around  them.  They  were 
not  extensive;  but,  to  guard  against  abuse,  he 
would  insert  a  limitation.  He  presumed  no  one 
would  object  that  these  improvements  of  the  mis- 
sionaries, and  a  little  land  around  them,  should  be 
confirmed  to  them.  He  would  restrict  the  amend- 
ment by  inserting  "  not  exceeding  one  section  of 
land  to  each." 

Pending  this  amendment,  the  committee  rose, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  .Ml/ 31,  1848. 
A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  enclosing  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate, 
in  relation  to  the  claim  of  the  owners  of  the  ship 
Miles,  of  Warren,  Rhode  Island,  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Portugal,  for  payment  for  a  cargo  of 
oil  taken  by  the  officers,  and  applied  to  the  uses 
of  said  Government;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 
Mr.  DIX  presented  a  f)etition  f\-om  the  Jackson 
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Monument  Association,  asking  that  a  portion  of 
tlie  cannon  taken  by  General  Jackson  in  his  cam- 
paigns may  be  placed  at  their  disposal  for  a  statue 
to  his  meniory;  whip.h  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
niiiiee  on  Military  Aflairs. 

Mr.  D.  also  presented  a  petition  from  a  religious 
community  styled  the  "  Triic  Inspiration,"  of  Erie 
county,  New  York,  asking  the  enactment  of  a  law 
for  the  suppression  of  infidelity;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Wisconsin,  laudatory  of  the  present 
Administration;  which  were  read,  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  a  petition  from  citizens 
of  Wisconsin,  asking  the  establishment  of  a  mail 
route  from  Winnebago  to  Green  Bay;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  New  York,  asking  a  reduction  of  post- 
age to  one  cent  on  newspapers  and  two  cents  on 
letters,  to  be  prepaid;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

TERRITORIAL  GOVERNMENTS. 

Mr.  BENTON  offered  a  bill  providing  a  govern- 
ment for  the  Territories  of  Oregon,  New  Mexico, 
and  California,  which,  he  was  understood  to  say, 
was  copied  from  the  act  of  1804,  relating  to  Lou- 
isiana, in  effect  that  the  people  should  be  governed 
according  to  the  existing  law,  until  others  were 
made.  He  desired  that  it  might  be  printed,  and 
laid  on  the  table;  and,  if  nothing  better  be  offered 
in  the  mean  time  by  anybody  else,  he  should  call 
it  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said:  On  Saturday  last,  Mr. 
President,  I  gave  notice  to  the  Senate  that  I  would 
to-day  introduce  a  bill  providing  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  Territorial  Governments  in  Oregon,  Cali- 
fornia, and  New  Mexico.  In  connection  with 
some  of  my  friends,  I  have  given  to  this  subject 
all  the  attention  in  my  power,  under  a  feeling  of 
the  deepest  anxiety,  and  I  have  become  satisfied, 
that  after  the  ordeal  through  which  the  question 
has  already  passed — after  the  searching  investiga- 
tion to  which  it  was  subjected  by  the  select  com- 
iTiittee  appointed  by  the  Senate — a  committee  so 
remarkable,  so  preeminent,  I  might  well  say,  for 
intellect,  for  wisdom,  and  for  patriotism — it  is  in 
vain  for  any  individual  to  attempt  its  adjustment. 
1  believe  that  when  the  proposition  which  emana- 
ted from  that  committee, representing  every  section 
of  the  Union,  and  representing  the  two  great  par- 
ties of  the  country,  has  failed,  there  is  no  hope 
left  to  us  of  a  final  adjustment  of  the  question  at 
this  time.  I  regret  it  deeply.  From  various  quar- 
ters of  the  country,  appeals  to  me  have  been  made, 
with  various  motives;  and  it  has  been  urged  upon 
me  that  it  is  most  expedient  to  leave  this  question 
open,  because  that  course  would  promote  the  pros- 
pects of  the  election  of  a  favorite  candidate  for  the 
Presidency — my  favorite,  sir.  But  1  am  incapable 
of  regarding  this  subject  in  that  aspect.  Perish 
the  prospects  of  any  living  man,  be  he  whom  he 
may,  and  mine  own  first,  sooner  than  leave  open, 
from  such  considerations  as  those,  a  question  so 
momentous,  so  agitating  and  exciting!  No,  sir; 
I  cannot  look  at  the  suliject  in  that  light.  I  can 
look  at  it  only  with  a  view  to  the  best  interests  of 
my  country.  I  l)elieve  the  question  should  be  set- 
tled, and  settled  promptly  too. 

I  think,  sir,  that  the  events  of  the  present  day 
ore  full  rif  admonition  to  us,  and  1  fear  that  the 
admonition  is  not  sufficiently  heeded.  When 
Christendom  looks  at  the  debates  which  have 
taken  place  here,  and  at  the  other  end  of  the  Cap- 
itol, they  will  believe  us  to  be  on  the  verge  of  dis- 
union and  civil  war.  At  the  very  same  moment 
that  we  are  standing  out  before  Europe  as  the 
bright  exemplar,  illuminating  and  arousing  man- 
kind to  a  consciousness  of  tiic  value  of  rational 
and  regulated  liberty,  wc  present  ihi.s  luuuiliating 
spectacle  of  internal  dissension!  Why,  sir,  it 
was  but  the  other  day,  as  I  have  been  informed 
throut^h  the  correspondence  of  one  of  our  diplo- 
matic agents,  that  in  the  great  German  Parliament, 
assembled  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  in  one  great 
confederacy  the  Germanic  Slates,  on  an  allusion 
being  made  to  the  United  States  r)f  America,  that 
augu:)t  assemblage,  composed  of  men  cold  and 
phlegrTUUic  as  you  have  been  ever  taught  to  regard 
thf-m,  rose  simuliancoii.sly  in  token  of  respect, 
and  bur.^'l  forth  into  loud  and  long  protracted  shoule, 


at  the  bare  mention  of  our  name!  Yet,  here  we 
are,  in  relation  to  a  question  which  should  excite 
no  feeling,  which  involves  no  interest  upon  one 
side,  and  only  serves  to  assail  an  interest  upon  the 
other,  sending  forth  to  the  world  a  picture  that 
borders  upon  the  horrorsof  that  which  has  recently- 
startled  men  in  France.  Gentlemen  talk  of  dis- 
union as  coolly  as  we  talk  about  our  ordinary  ap- 
propriation bills!  Disunion!  It  is  moral  treason 
to  breathe  the  word!  Disunion!  As  was  well 
said  the  other  day  by  the  venerable  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  whose  whole  life  has  been  one  con- 
tinued career  of  patriotism,  how  can  you  dis- 
member us,  when  Kentucky  stretches  her  arms 
across  the  Ohio,  to  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.' 
You  can  never  dismember  us  !  We  will  hold  the 
Union  together  with  hooks  of  steel.  We  cannot 
separate!  Yet,  we  may  go  and  familiarize  the 
public  mind  with  the  thought  of  disunion  and  civil 
war,  until  you  do  indeed  light  up  the  torch  of  the 
incendiary.  It  has  become  already  "  familiar  as  a 
household  word."  All  this  may  go  on,  till  at  last 
we  behold  the  gleaming  sword  of  brother  arrayed 
against  brother,  and  our  streams  and  rivers  run- 
ning red  with  blood;  but  you  can  never,  on  this  or 
any  other  question,  dismember  the  Union! 

I  have  said,  sir,  that  I  hold  it  moral  treason  to 
talk  of  disunion  or  civil  war  here!  What!  talk 
of  disunion  at  this  hour,  when,  from  the  central 
heaven,  beams  all  over  Christendom  the  star  of 
our  Republic — not  the  less  brilliant,  because,  like 
the  fire-fly,  its  light  is  mellow  and  mild — when  our 
principles  are  scattered  broadcast  throughout  the 
European  world — when  the  German  Parliament 
offers  its  enthusiastic  homage  at  the  mere  mention 
of  our  country's  name!  Is  it  at  such  a  period  that 
we  send  words  of  excitement  and  discord  abroad, 
to  make  those  who  are  struggling  to  imitate  our 
example,  doubt  the  capacity  of  man  for  self-gov- 
ernment! 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  John  Crawford,  asking  permission  to 
make  a  location  in' lieu  of  forfeited  land;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEBS. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  made  an  adverse  report  on  the 
petition  of  Joseph  Hare. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  a  bill  for  ascertaining  claims  and 
titles  to  lands  within  the  Territory  of  California 
and  New  Mexico,  to  grant  donation  rights,  and  to 
provide  for  the  survey  of  lands  therein ;  which  was 
read  a  first  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BREESE  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  Flouse  bill  to  grant  land  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  township  eighteen  north,  of  ranges  one  and 
two  west,  of  the  fourth  principal  meridian  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BREESE  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  House  bill  to  grant  land  in  lieu  of  the  six- 
teenth section  to  the  commissioners  of  township 
two  north,  of  range  nine  west,  of  the  fourth  prin- 
cipal meridian,  in  the  county  of  Adams,  Illinois, 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  BPcEESE  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  EEouse  bill  to  grant  the  trustees  of  town- 
ship eight  north,  of  range  five  east,  in  the  county 
of  Elkhart,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  so  much 
public  land  as  may,  with  the  fractional  sixteenth 
sections  therein,  make  up  the  entire  section,  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  R.  Allen,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  select  committee  on  the 
subject  of  the  Hartford  Argilla  Manufacturing 
Company,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  cer- 
tificate of  certain  scientific  examiners,  and  recom- 
mending the  adoption  of  argilla,  instead  of  marble, 
in  the  future  construction  of  the  public  buildings. 

NAVAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference, to  whom  was  referred  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  naval  appropriation  bill, 
made  a  report. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  having  moved  that  the  Senate 
concur  in  the  report — 

Mr.  lUJTLER  took  exception  to  one  of  the 
items,  in  which  the  reportadopts  the  amendment  of 
the  House,  in  the  clause  relating  to  the  steamers 


touching  at  the  port  of  Charleston,  by  the  inser- 
tion of  the  words  "  if  practicable,"  which  he  con- 
tended was  tantamount  to  an  exclusion  of  these 
steamers  from  that  port,  as  they  would  never  enter 
the  harbor  of  Charleston,  so  long  as  it  was  left  to 
the  discretion  of  the  owners  to  decide  whether  they 
should  do  so  or  not. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  took  the  same  view, and  stated 
that  a  sort  of  understanding  had  been  entered  into 
by  him  with  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  Ber- 
rien,] that  ifhe  (Mr.  C.)  would  supjjort  the  clause 
requiring  the  steamers  to  touch  at  Savannah,  and 
would  not  oppose  the  advance  of  money  lo  the 
contractors,  the  same  provision  which  relates  to 
Savannah  should  be  introduced  with  reference  to 
Charleston.  The  contractors  had  called  on  him, 
and  informed  him  that  they  had  constructed  the 
vessels  expressly  with  a  view  lo  enter  the  harbor 
of  Charleston,  drawing  not  more  than  15  feet  water, 
which  is  the  depth  on  the  bar  at  low  water. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  stated  that  the  objectionable 
words  were  in  the  contract  itself,  and  that  the  ob- 
vious meaning  was,  that  if  not  prevented  by  stress 
of  weather  or  accident,  the  steamers  were  to  touch 
at  the  port  of  Charleston. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  DICKINSON,  Mr. 
YULEE,Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Georgia,  Mr.  BOR- 
LAND, Mr.  BRIGHT,  and  Mr.  MILLER,  the 
question  was  taken  on  concurring  in  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Conference,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  ordered,  and  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  B.idaer,  Bradbury, 
Breese,  Bright,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Daylon,  Dicliinson,  Douglas,  Downs,  Fetch,  Fitz- 
gerald, ■Foote,  Hamlin,  Houston,  Miller,  Niles,  Phelps,  Se- 
tiastian,  Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Uphani,  and  VVallier — 27. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Borland,  But- 
ler, Calhoun,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dix,  Dodge,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis, 
Mason,  Metcalfe,  Tuniey,  and  Yulee— 18. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses) 
of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  on  the  3t>th 
of  June,  1849. 

The  first  question  under  consideration  was  the 
amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  striking 
out  the  proviso  limiting  the  mileage  of  members 
to  §1,000  for  each  session. 

Mr.  MASON  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  explained  that  the  committee 
had  no  intention,  in  reporting  this  amendment,  to 
give  any  opinion  on  the  principle  it  involved.  But 
they  thought  a  provision  of  this  character  would  be 
more  in  place  in  a  separate  bill,  and  one  which  re- 
lated to  the  compensation  of  members  generally. 

Mr.  BADGER  said  he  should  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment. Reductions  in  the  compensation  of  mem- 
bers had  been  frequently  proposed;  but  they  never 
had  been,  and  he  hoped  never  would  be,  adopted. 
He  regarded  it  as  objectionable  on  the  score  of 
justice,  generosity,  and  policy.  Many  members 
coming  from  a  great  distance  are  completely  exclu- 
ded from  the  privilegeenjoyed  by  thosenearerhome 
of  sometimes  visting  their  families  and  attending 
to  their  business;  and  although  the  additional  mile- 
age was  but  a  poor  compensation  for  such  priva- 
tions, it  was  all  that  could  be  given.  It  always 
had  been  allowed,  and  why  was  it  to  be  stopped 
now.'  Why  should  he  who  comes  just  such  a 
di.slance  as  to  entitle  him  to  that  amount  receive 
^999,  while  he  who  comes  a  thousand  miles  further 
should  receive  only  one  dollar  more.'  Another 
reason  was,  that  this  mileage  operates  in  favor  of 
keeping  the  seat  of  government  where  it  is.  He 
had  no  objection  to  any  gentleman  trying  to  make 
a  little  popularity  out  of  a  motion  to  reduce  the 
compensation,  but  he  trusted  it  would  never  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAYTON  followed  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  MASON  briefly  stated  his  reasons  for  op- 
posing the  amendment.  He  thought  the  amount 
of  mileage  was,  in  some  cases,  an  abuse  which 
required  to  be  regulated  by  law. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  also  sustained  the  limita- 
tion, stating  that  he  had  been  applied  to  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  his  construction  of 
the  act  ill  relation  to  ihe  nearest  mail  route,  and 
that  he  had  given  such  a  construction  to  it,  in  his 
own  case,  as  gave  him  only  about  half  the  mileage 
given  to  others  who  were  at  no  greater  distance 
from  the  seat  of  government.  The  mileage  and 
pay  had  not  been  sufficient  lo  cover  his  expendi- 
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tures;  and  lie  had  now  been  compelled  to  write  for 
money  to  carry  him  home. 

iMr.  NILES  adverted  to  the  great  inequality 
which,  unless  some  provision  of  tliis  kind  should 
be  made,  would  exist  between  the  compensation 
of  a  member  from  California,  whose  pay  and  mile- 
age would  amount  on  an  average  to  some  ^2,500 
the  session,  while  those  nearer  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment would  not  receive  above  §800,  He  thought 
it  right  that  something  should  be  done  to  make  it 
more  equal. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  contended  that  members  of 
Congress  were  worse  paid  than  any  other  portion 
of  the  Government.  It  would  have  been  wiser  if, 
in  the  first  instance,  a  specified  allowance  had  been 
made  for  them.  He  knew  of  no  better  mode  of 
making  the  compensation  just  than  this  system  of 
mileage,  which  he  did  not  regard  as  fixed  too  high. 
He  concurred  in  the  views  of  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Badger,]  that  a  diiference 
ought  to  De  made  between  the  member  who  is 
two  thousand  miles  from  his  family  and  his  busi- 
ness, and  him  who  is  within  two  hundred  miles 
of  both.  He  also  regarded  it  as  a  point  worthy  of 
consideration  that  this  mileage  had  its  effect  in  dis- 
couraging any  attempt  to  remove  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment to  a  more  central  position,  and  referred  to 
the  situation  of  the  principal  capitals  of  the  Euro- 
pean nations,  which  were  always  located  near  the 
most  assailable  points,  and  not  in  the  centre  of  the 
kingdoms  to  which  they  belonged. 

The  question  was  then  taken  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Atherton,  Badger,  Baldwin, 
Bell,  Benton,  Borland,  Bradbury,  Brecse,  Butler,  Calhoun, 
Clarke,  Corvi'in,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Dickinson, 
Dodge,  Douglas,  Downs,  Fitzgerald,  Foote,  Hannegan, Hous- 
ton, Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Johnson  of  Georgia, 
King,  Lewis,  Miller,  Phelps,  Husk,  Sebastian,  Sturgeon, 
Turney,  Walker,  Westcott,  and  Yulee — 37. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Bright,  Davis  of  Massachusetts, 
Dix,  Felch,  Hamlin,  Mason,  Metcalfe,  Niles,  Spruance, 
Underwood,  and  Uphani — 12. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRIGHT,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness, and  after  about  an  hour  spent  therein,  the 
doors  were  reopened;  when — 

The  following  bills  were  considered  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  severally  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed: 

For  the  relief  of  Charity  Harrington. 

For  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Thomas  J.  V.  Owen,  deceased. 

Joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  those  preijmp- 
tion  claimants  upon  the  Miami  lands  in  Indiana, 
who,  by  their  services  in  the  Mexican  war,  are 
entitled  to  bounty  lands. 

For  the  relief  of  Archibald  Beard. 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  furnish  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  western  district  of  Vir- 
ginia with  four  copies  of  Little  &  Brown's  edition 
of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States. 

And  then  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  August  1,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  GREEN  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  House  to  take  up  tlie  bill  to  establish  an  addi- 
tional land  otfice  in  the  State  of  Missouri.     Ob- 
jected to. 

OREGON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Morehead,  of 
Kentucky,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  to  establish  the  Territorial  Gov- 
ernment of  Oregon. 

The  question  pending  when  the  committee  rose 
yesterday  was  on  agreeing  to  theamendment  moved 
by  Mr.  Rockwell,  of  Connecticut,  to  the  first  sec- 
tion, to  confirm  to  the  missionaries  at  the  several 
stations  land  not  exceeding  in  quantity  in  each  case 
640  acres. 

The  question  was  now  put,  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  striking  out  the 
first  section,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  moved  the  following  as  a  new 
section,  to  come  in  between  the  2d  and  3d  sections: 

w9nrf  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  that  portion  of  territory 
delineated  as  California  and  New  Mexico  on  Disturncll's 
map  of  Mexico,  a  copy  of  which  map  was  added  to  the  late 


treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico,  shall  be  divided  by  an  east  and  west  line,  and  con- 
stitute two  distinct  Territorial  Governments.  1'lie  nortliern 
portion  of  said  territory  shall  he  known  and  styled  North 
California.  The  southern  portion  of  said  territory  shall  he 
known  and  styled  South  California.  The  dividing  line  be- 
tween them  sliall  be  the  parallel  of  3Hi  degrees  of  north 
latitude,  (from  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  Pacific,)  commonly 
known  as  the  Missouri  compromise  line.  In  said  Territory 
of  North  California,  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude  (except 
for  crime)  shall  be  prohibited.  Said  Territory  of  South 
California  shall  stand  in  all  respects  in  regard  to  slavery  on 
the  same  footing  as  did  the  Territory  of  Louisiana  at  the 
time  of  its  cession  to  the  United  States.  Both  said  Terri- 
tories of  North  and  South  California  shall  be  organized  in 
every  other  respect  as  the  Territory  of  Oregon  is  provided 
to  be  organized  by  this  act. 

This  amendment  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  BOYD.  Mr.  Chairman,  be  good  enough 
to  state  the  precise  point. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  bill  before  the  com- 
mittee is  a  bill  to  provide  a  Territorial  Government 
for  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  and  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Texas  is  to  organize  Terri- 
torial Governments  for  New  Mexico  and  Cali- 
fornia. The  Chair  rules  the  amendment  out  of 
order;  and  the  question  is,  Shall  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  committee.' 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  called  for  tellers,  and 
they  were  ordered,  and  reported  88  in  the  affirma- 
tive, and  60  in  the  negative.  The  decision  of  the 
Chair  was  therefore  sustained. 

Mr.  BOYDON  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
''and  shall  approve  of  all  laws  passed  by  the 
Legislative  Assembly  before  they  shall  take  efl'ect, " 
in  the  second  section.  [The  effect  of  the  amend- 
ment would  be  to  take  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Gov- 
ernor the  power  of  approval  or  disapproval  of  the 
laws  of  the  Legislature.] 

Mr.  B.  said  that,  for  one,  he  had  great  objections 
to  this  clause;  and  he  was  convinced  that  if  it 
were  once  thoroughly  understood,  it  never  could 
be  agreed  to.  All  legislative  power  was  by  the 
Constitution  granted  to  Congress.  Congress  had 
delegated  it  to  the  Territorial  Legislature,  and  Con- 
gress could  veto  any  laws  made  by  that  Legislature. 
Here  was  a  Governor  appointed  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States:  and  the  bill  gave  him  an  abso- 
lute veto  on  the  laws  of  the  Territory.  Should 
the  bill  pa?s  with  this  feature  in  it,  the  power  vir- 
tually of  making  laws  for  the  Territory  would 
effectually  be  secured  to  the  President.  And  the 
result  would  come  to  be,  that  the  laws  passed  by 
the  Territorial  Legislature  would  be  draughted  in  the 
White  House,  and  his  Governor  would  negative 
the  acts  of  the  Legislature  unless  they  conformed 
to  this  dictation.  Was  it  possible  that  Whigs,  the 
friends  of  freedom,  the  determined  enemies  of  Ex- 
ecutive encroachment,  were  going  to  pass  a  bill 
like  this,  giving  the  appointee  of  the  President  an 
absolute  veto .?  He  trusted  not.  He  could  not 
conceive  how  any  reflecting  man,  any  man  possess- 
ing a  single  right  idea  of  civil  liberty  could  con- 
sent to  transfer  the  legislative  power,  indirectly, 
from  Congress  to  the  President.  He  trusted  m 
God  they  were  not  going  to  strengthen  a  power 
which  already  threatened  to  swallow  up  all  the 
powers  and  departments  of  Government  and  de- 
stroy all  remains  of  liberty.  Gentlemen  were  for 
taking  good  care  of  the  appointing  power:  they 
would  not  trust  that  to  this  Governor;  that  was  re- 
served to  the  President;  but  it  was  now  proposed 
that  they  should  surrender  the  power  of  Congress, 
and  agree  to  give  the  President  an  absolute  veto 
on  all  the  legislation  of  the  Territories. 

Mr.  CLARK  (pro  forma)  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  strikingout  before  the  words  "  grant 
pardons,"  &c.,  the  words  he  may.  He  observed, 
that  at  the  last  session,  a  territorial  bill  was  passed 
granting  power  to  the  Governor  to  arrest  by  his  veto 
the  legislation  of  the  Territory.  Much  had  been 
said  about  "  the  one-man  power;"  and  ever  since 
the  celebrated  Allison  letter,  it  was  assumed  by  gen- 
tlemen tiiat  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
ought  to  be  so  changed  as  to  restrict  the  power  of 
the  President  by  abolishing  the  veto.  What  had 
occurred  within  the  last  two  years  to  justify  this 
change.'  Last  year  as  many  as  fifty  Whigs  had 
voted  for  the  identical  clause  which  was  now  so 
vehemently  opposed,  giving  a  Territorial  Governor 
an  absolute  veto.  The  very  gentlemen  who  now 
defended  the  Allison  letter,  and  even  the  gentlemen 
who  voted  to  adopt  it  as  the  Taylor  platform,  had 
by  yeas  and  nays  voted  in  favor  of  a  bill  with  this 
veto  in  it.  The  Speaker  of  the  present  House,  he 
believed,  was  one  of  the  number,  and  with  hinn 
went  nearly  the  whole  Massachusetts  delegation. 


But  now  a  different  doctrine  was  heard;  and  now 
the  House  must  pass  no  laws  but  in  conformity  to 
the  doctrines  of  the  Allison  letter. 

The  CHAIR  here  reminded  Mr.  Clark  that  the 
rule  of  the  House  required  a  genllenrian  offering  an 
amendment  to  speak  during  his  five  minutes  to  the 
amendment  he  had  offered. 

Mr.  CLARK  said  he  was  discussing  the  power 
which  this  bill  conferred  on  the  Governor  of  Ore- 
gon. He  would  refer  the  House  to  the  Journal  of 
the  second  session  of  the  last  Congress,  page  175. 
There  they  would  find  that  this  very  provision  had 
been  voted  for  by  yeas  and  nays.  Mr.  C.  withdrew 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  CALEB  B.SMITH  moved  to  amend  thesec- 
ond  section  by  inserting,  in  lieu  of  the  words  moved 
to  be  stricken  out  by  Mr.  Boydon,  the  following: 
"  And  shall  approve  and  sign  all  laws  passed  by 
the  Legislative  Assembly;  but  if  he  shall  refuse  to 
sign  and  approve  any  bill,  the  same  shall  become 
a  law  if  reenacted  by  a  majority  of  the  whole  num- 
ber of  delegates  elected  to  said  Assembly,  or  if  the 
same  shall  not  be  returned  within  ten  days  of  its 
passage." 

Mr.  S.  said,  that  his  views  of  the  veto  power,  as 
it  should  be,  were  these:  the  Governor  ought  to 
examine  all  bills  sent  to  him  by  the  Legislature, 
and  if  he  did  not  approve  a  bill,  he  ought  to  return 
it  to  them  with  his  objections;  let  those  objections 
be  spread  upon  the  Journal;  and  then,  after  his 
objections  had  been  duly  considered,  if  the  Le- 
gislature still  deliberately  adhered  to  their  former 
opinion,  they  should  have  power  to  pass  the  bill, 
the  objections  of  the  Governor  notwithstanding. 
This  plan  had  been  tried  in  his  own  State;  it  had 
worked  well,  and  he  knew  of  none  who  wished  to 
change  it. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Smith  was  declared  to 
be  carried,  but  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded. 

Mr.  VINTON  inquired  whether  this  amend- 
ment, if  adopted,  would  go  into  the  bill  and  become 
part  of  it.' 

The  CHAIR  replied  that  it  would. 

Mr.  VINTON  then  said  that  he  should  move  to 
strikeout  the  last  clause  of  the  gentleman's  amend- 
ment. Mr.  V.  said  he  was  led  by  experience  of 
the  past  to  oppose  the  veto  altogether.  By  the  or- 
dinance of  1787  the  veto  power  was  given  to  the 
Governor  of  the  Northwest  Territory,  as  it  was 
proposed  to  be  conferred  by  the  present  bill;  but 
the  power  had  been  so  outrageously  abused,  and 
the  application  of  it  created  so  much  discontent 
among  the  people,  that,  as  soon  as  they  were  nu- 
merous enough  to  form  a  constitution  for  them- 
selves, they  deprived  the  Governor  of  the  veto 
altogether;  and,  so  far  from  the  alterations  having 
worked  any  evil,  experience  had  shown  that  they 
got  on  better  than  when  the  power  was  freely  used. 
The  same  state  of  things  existed  in  Virginia:  there 
was  no  gubernatorial  veto  in  that  Slate.  There 
was  still  greater  objection  to  its  existence  in  Ore- 
gon. When  a  man  appointed  by  Executive  au- 
thority was  sent  into  a  Territory  three  thousand 
miles  distant  from  the  seat  of  Government,  he  would 
have  it  in  his  power  to  practise  abuses  to  a  fearful 
extent.  If  he  was  a  man  who  had  anything  of  the 
tyrant  in  him,  he  could  and  would  do  so  till  the 
grievance  became  intolerable.  He  should  vote  for 
striking  out,  but  not  for  inserting  as  was  proposed. 

Mr.  McLANE  wanted  to  retain  the  veto  power 
in  the  hands  of  the  Governor,  but  to  balance  it  by 
requiring  him  to  be  elected  by  the  people. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  here  raised  a  point  of  order, 
but,  as  the  reporter  understood,  it  was  overruled. 

Mr.  McLANE  then  proposed  to  amend  the 
clause  to  be  stricken  out  by  inserting  that  the  Gov- 
ernor should  be  elected  by  the  qualified  voters  of 
the  Territory. 

Mr.  McL.  said  he  was  opposed  to  placing  a 
veto  in  the  hands  of  a  Governor  appointed  by  the 
President,  and  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  BoydonJ  that  it  would  be  un- 
just to  the  people  of  the  Territory  to  give  an  abso- 
lute veto  in  all  legislative  proceedings  to  one  so 
appointed;  it  was  enough  that  Congress  had  a  veto 
on  all  their  laws.  But  he  would  have  the  people 
elect  their  own  Governor,  and  then  he  should  not 
object  to  leave  the  veto  in  his  hands.  The  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vinton]  had  reminded  the 
committee  that  there  existed  no  veto  in  Virginia. 
He  might  have  added  Maryland  also;  and  he  did 
not  think  that  the  people  of  Maryland,  if  they  had 
now  the  formation  of  their  own  constitution,  would 
confer  the  veto  on  their  Governor. 
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Mr.  McLane's  amendment  was  ruled  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  GREEN  madea;)j-o/o7-in(i  motion  to  amend, 
and  ilieri  went  on  to  observe,  that  he  considered 
this  as  a  question  which  ought  not  to  be  decided 
on  party  grounds.  It  was  proposed  in  the  bill  to 
cloihe  hini  with  the  veto  power.  Before  gentlemen 
struck  out  this  feature  of  the  bill,  they  would  do 
well  to  remember  that  the  Governor,  being  appoint- 
ed by  the  President,  would  be  the  only  represent- 
ative of  this  Government  in  that  Territory  in  rela- 
tion to  its  legislation;  if  Congress  had  any  right  or 
jurisdiction  over  the  Territoiy,  its  represenlative, 
the  Governor, ought  to  have  some  powerof  passing 
on  the  laws  passed  by  the  Territorial  Legislature. 

Mr.  VAN  DYKE  insisted,  that  all  had  been  out 
of  order  but  the  motion  to  strike  out  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  Boydon.] 

And  thereupon  there  arose  a  protracted  discus- 
sion about  points  of  order,  in  which  Messrs. 
ASHMUN,  ROOT,  VAN  DVKE,  and  others, 
took  part. 

It  resulted  in  a  decision  of  the  CHAIR,  that  the 
proceedings  since  Mr.  Boydon 's  motion  had  been 
in  order. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  ROOT  took  an  appeal, 
and  the  decision  was  reversed. 

So  the  House  went  back  to  Mr.  Boydon 's  mo- 
tion to  strike  out;  and  the  question  being  put,  it 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  now  renewed  his  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  the  absolute  veto  and  insert  a 
qualified  one,  as  above  stated. 

Mr.  GREEN  moved  to  amend  it  so  as  to  require, 
that  after  the  Governor  had  returned  a  bill  with  his 
objections,  it  should  not  become  a  law  unless  a 
majority  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  should 
agree  to  pass  it. 

Mr.  G.  said  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  took 
alarm  at  the  veto  power.  It  was  admitted  by  the 
Whigs  themselves  to  be  a  high  conservative  power; 
yet  they — the  friends  of  conservatism  and  the  op- 
posers  of  all  progressive  Democracy — now  sought 
to  strike  it  out  of  existence  !  Here  was  a  contra- 
diction he  did  not  understand.  Was  it  not  a  con- 
.servative  power  merely.-'  Could  the  veto  enable 
the  Governor  to  pass  any  law.'  Not  at  all.  It  was 
only  a  negative  power  at  best.  It  only  suspended 
a  law  till  the  Legislature  had  had  time  more  ma- 
turely to  consider  it.  It  was  a  power  to  be  exer- 
cised for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  Mr.  G.  believed 
that  the  world  was  governed  too  much;  there  ought 
to  be  some  conservative  power  to  stay  the  action 
of  a  turbulent  legislative  body.  They  were,  to  be 
sure,  in  theory  the  mouthpiece  of  the  people,  yet 
everyljody  knew  that  it  might  often  happen  tiiat 
they  did  not  correctly  represent  them;  and  there 
ought  to  be  something  in  the  shape  of  a  qualified 
veto  to  protect  the  people  from  rash  and  inconsid- 
erate legislation.  In  fact,  Congress  had  given  them 
a  virtual  veto  by  the  appointment  of  two  branches 
to  the  legislative  body.  Oregon  was  to  have  a 
Legislative  Chamber  and  a  Council — the  Council 
had,  in  fact,  a  veto  on  the  Chamber.  The  mere 
Representatives  were  not  to  have  the  power  of  final 
action,  but  the  Council  had  a  stay  upon  their  action. 
Mr.  G.  thought  it  would  be  sufficient  to  allow  the 
Governor  to  return  a  law,  and  let  his  objections  to 
it  be  spread  at  large  upon  the  journal;  and  then  if 
a  clear  majority  of  both  branches  still  insisted  on 
its  passage,  let  it  become  a  law. 

Mr.  SMITH  accepted  this  as  a  modification  of 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  TAYLOR,  of  Ohio,  moved  an  amendment 
to  the  aniondmcnt  to  strike  out  all  that  portion  of 
the  amendment  which  invests  the  Governor  of  the 
Territory  with  the  veto  power. 

His  object,  he  said,  was  to  deprive  the  Governor 
of  Oregon  of  all  veto  power  whatever.  This  prop- 
osition to  confer  the  veto  power  upon  the  Governor 
of  Oregon  involved  an  im|iorlant  principle,  which 
was  agitating  the  people  of  this  country  at  this 
time  probably  as  much  as  any  other;  and  which, 
in  his  humble  judgment,  was  far  above  any  other; 
for,  in  the  history  of  the  lust  fifteen  or  twenty 
years,  the  exerci.se  r)f  the  veto  power  had  almost 
swallowed  up  and  destroyed  the  legislative  power 
of  the  country.  So  far  from  extending  it  to  any 
Hul)orilinatc  agent  whatever,  he  wished  to  deprive 
any  Governor  of  a  Territory  of  it.  It  was  his 
hiMTildc  opinion,  and  he  i)elieved  it  was  the  opinion 
of  a  vast  rruijoriiy  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
that  if  the  framnrs  of  the  (Constitution  could  have 
anticipated  the  terrible  difficulties  which  had  been 


brought  about  by  the  exercise  of  the  veto  power 
during  the  last  fit'teen  or  twenty  years — a  conserv- 
ative power,  as  it  had  sometimes  been  called,  but 
an  odious  and  tyrannical  power,  as  it  had  now 
come  to  be — they  never  would  have  inserted  it  in 
that  instrument.  Its  exercise  during  the  period  of 
which  he  had  spoken,  he  believed  it  was  generally 
admitted  by  gentlemen  of  all  political  parties,  had 
proved  conclusively  that  the  exercise  of  this  power 
was  directed  by  the  political  prejudices  and  feel- 
ings of  the  President,  and  not  with  a  just  regard 
to  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
He  would  never  extend  it  to  any  subordinate  offi- 
cer: he  would  leave  no  means  by  which  the  wishes 
of  the  Legislature  could  be  defeated.  He  would 
prohibit  tlie  Governor  in  direct  terms  from  the  use 
of  this  power,  if  necessary,  or  he  would  strikeout 
all  that  part  of  the  amendment  which  conferred  it. 
Why.'  For  the  best  reason  in  the  world.  The 
experience  of  the  country  had  sliown  it  to  be  un- 
necessary. Look  at  the  States  where  the  Govern- 
ors had  no  such  power;  in  Virginia,  in  Delaware, 
Maryland,  and  Ohio,  a  State  which  had  become 
the  miracle  of  the  world  almost,  for  her  growth, 
prosperity,  population,  and  glory,  and  where  the 
Governor  has  no  such  power. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  moved  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  to  require  a  vote  of 
two-thirds  instead  of  a  jnajority  of  each  House, 
to  pass  bills  into  laws  after  the  veto  of  the  Gov- 
ernor. 

The  vote  of  two-thirds  was  required  in  the 
States,  and  he  did  not  wish  to  see  a  departure  in 
this  case  from  the  established  principle.  If  a  bill 
could  be  passed  after  the  veto  by  the  same  majority 
that  passed  it  originally,  the  veto  power  became 
of  no  effect,  and  he  would  rather  see  it  stricken  out 
entirely. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  said  the  gentleman  was  in 
error.  In  a  number  of  the  States,  a  majority  of 
both  houses  of  the  Legislature  did  pass  bills  over 
the  veto  of  the  Governor. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  replied,  if  that  was  the  case 
even  among  the  States,  he  would  not  give  a  fig  for 
the  veto  power.  It  should  require  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  to  pass  laws  after  the  veto,  or  the  ^eto  power 
should  be  stricken  out  altogether. 

Mr.  ROOT  desired  to  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  one  question.  Did  he  think  that  the 
veto  power  reserved  to  Congress  was  insufficient 
to  control  the  territorial  legislation.' 

Mr.  THOMPSON'S  reply  was  not  heard.  His 
five  minutes  having  expired,  his  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,  on  a  pro  foi-ina  amendment, 
intimated  his  intention  to  vote  against  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Smith,  and  his  objections  to  confer- 
ring the  qualified  veto  power  upon  the  Territorial 
Governor.  That  officer  possessed  no  such  power 
in  Ohio. 

Mr.  GREEN  inquired  what  was  the  public  debt 
of  Ohio.' 

Mr.  SCHENCK  stated  the  amount,  and  said 
she  paid  her  interest  punctually. 

Mr.  GREEN  was  understood  to  say  the  taxes 
imposed  u|)on  her  citizens  were  three  times  those 
in  iVIissouri. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  a.ssured  the  gentleman  that 
they  paid  them  punctually,  too;  and  they  had 
more  public  works  to  show  for  their  State  debt 
than  several  of  the  other  States  taken  together. 

He  was  opposed  to  the  veto  power,  as  exercised 
by  the  President  and  Governors  of  Slates,  but  still 
less  was  he  willing  to  trust  a  Governor  of  u  Terri- 
tory, some  two  or  three  thousand  miles  off,  who 
was  not  elected  by  the  people,  but  was  appointed 
by  the  President,  with  this  power.  It  was  not  con- 
tained in  the  constitution  of  the  Stale  of  Ohio, 
which  was  one  of  the  oldest  State  constitutions, 
having  been  adopted  in  1802,  and  thus  been  in 
existence,  and  without  alteration,  for  forty-six 
years,  while  other  States  had  been  amending  and 
changing  their  constitutions  every  few  years. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  suggested  that  gentlemen 
should  be  recjuired  to  confine  themselves  directly 
to  the  amendments;  otherwise  they  would  have  a 
political  debate  which  would  CDiitinuc  for  days. 

The  CHAIRMAN  acknowledged  the  favor  of 
the  suggestion,  and  would  endeavor  to  profit  by  it. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Smith  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BIRDSALL  moved  an  amendment  to  pro- 
vide that  the  Governor  should  be  elected  by  the 
(jualificd  clcclora  of  the  Territory  ut  the  first  elcc-  I 


tion  held  in  such  Territory,  and  in  a  word  or  two 
advocated  the  proposition,  as  designed  to  carry 
out  the  principles  of  self-government. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  to  reduce  the  term  of  the  Governor 
from  four  years  to  one  year,  and  was  proceeding 
to  offer  some  remarks,  when  he  was  called  to  order 
by  Mr.  ROOT,  and  resumed  his  seat,  with  the  re- 
mark that,  in  his  opinion,  if  the  Governor  were 
elected,  it  should  be  for  one  year,  in  order  to  se- 
cure the  more  direct  and  certain  execution  of  the 
will  of  the  people  by  their  elected  agents.  He 
withdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  read  the  section  2d,  article  2  of 
the  Constitution,  which  confers  upon  the  President 
the  power  of  appointment  of  "  all  other  officers  of 
the  United  States"  whose  appointments  are  not 
therein  provided  for,  and  which  shall  be  estab- 
lished by  law,  and  raised  the  point  of  order  that 
the  Governor  of  the  Territory,  being  an  officer  of 
the  United  States,  the  amendment  providing  for 
his  election  by  the  people  was  unconstitutional. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  he  could  not  undertake 
to  decide  constitutional  questions  for  the  committee. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  inquired  of  Mr.  Schenck 
if  the  members  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  were 
not  equally  officers  of  the  United  States  as  the 
Governors.' 

Mr.  SCHENCK  replied,  No;  he  supposed  not. 

Mr.  COBB  could  see  no  difference  between  them 
in  this  respect. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  inserting  a  provision  declaring  that  the 
second  section  second  article  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  be  and  is  hereby  repealed.  [A 
laugh.] 

The  CHAIRMAN  ruled  the  amendment  out  of 
order. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Birdsall  was  rejected. 

Mr.  MULLIN  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  Governor  and"  in  that  part  of  the  4th  section 
which  provides  that  the  legislative  power  and  au- 
thority should  be  vested  in  the  Governor  and  a  Le- 
gislative Assembly.     Agreed  to. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  EVANS 
of  Maryland,  Mr.  ROOT,  and  Mr.  HALL  of 
New  York,  the  section  was  amended  so  as  to  pro- 
vide for  thirty  days'  notice  of  the  time  and  place 
of  holding  the  elections. 

Mr.  VAN  DYKE  moved  to  amend  that  portion 
of  the  section  which  provides  that  the  term  of  ser- 
vice of  the  Legislative  Council  shall  continue  for 
two  years,  so  as  to  make  it  three  years.  By  this 
modification,  one-third  of  the  Legislative  Council 
might  be  renewed  every  year.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALL  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  provide 
that  the  Legislature  shall  be  required  to  meet  with- 
in ninety  days  from  the  time  of  the  election. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  MULLIN  moved  to  strike  out  the  follow- 
ing proviso  :  "  Provided,  That  no  session  in  any 
one  year  shall  exceed  the  term  of  sixty  days.  ' 
He  thought  it  was  an  imjiutation  on  the  members 
of  the  Legislature  that  they  would  protract  the 
session  for  the  sake  of  the  pay  they  might  re- 
ceive. 

Mr.  ROOT  moved  to  strike  out  sixty,  and  in- 
sert ninety.  He  said  the  inducement  which  caused 
them  (members  of  Congress)  to  make  their  ses- 
sions so  short  would  not  operate  on  the  members 
of  the  Territorial  Legislature,  for  they  were  not 
accountable  to  constituencies.  Their  pay  would 
come  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  people  of  that  Territory  would  not  feel 
the  burden  at  all.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
was  governed  by  considerations  which  did  him 
great  honor,  for  he  was  unwilling  to  assent  to  any- 
thing which  would  seem  to  make  any  imputation 
on  the  members  of  the  Territorial  Legislature;  but 
while  he  (Mr.  R.)  was  as  unwilling  to  do  that  as  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  could  be,  he  could  not 
shut  his  eyes  to  the  experience  which  they  had 
heretofore  had.  Any  gentleman  who  woultl  look 
at  the  amounts  which  this  Government  had  to  pay 
for  some  of  our  Territorial  Legislatures,  would  see 
that  it  was  necessary  and  proper  to  make  some 
reasonable  restriction.  They  might  in  this  new 
Territory,  perhajis,  require  some  little  more  time 
to  set  the  machinery  agoing,  and,  if  they  could 
not  succeed  in  sixty  days,  he  hoped  they  would 
have  ninety,  in  which  time  he  hoped  they  would  be 
able  to  do  all  that  it  was  nece.s.sary  for  them  to  do. 
But,  if  the  time  were  unlimited,  depend  upon  it, 
they   would    fall  into   the   slateaman-like   course 
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which  was  pursued  in  Congress,  and  they  should 
have  coming  back  from  Oregon  .long  discussions 
on  questions  which  had  been  exhausted  here.  He 
wished  them  to  have  ail  the  time  that  was  neces- 
t-'ary  to  do  the  legislative  business  which  the  Ter- 
ritory might  require,  and  that  they  should  be 
restricted  to  that  time.  If  sixty  days  were  not 
sufficient,  as  he  had  said,  he  would  give  them 
ninety. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  suggested  that  the  first  session 
sho<ald  not  exceed  one  hundred  days,  and  that  the 
succeeding  sessions  should  be  limited  to  sixty 
days. 

Mr.  ROOT  accepted  that  suggestion,  and  90 
modified  his  amendment. 

Mr.  GOTT  suggested  an  amendment  to  provide 
that  no  member  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  should 
receive  compensation  for  any  time  beyond  sixty 
days. 

Mr  ROOT  would  not  accept  that  suggestion. 

The  amendment,  as  modified,  was  then  agreed 
to,  and  Mr.  MULLIN  withdrew  his  motion  to 
Btrike  out. 

The  fifth  section  was  next  read. 

Mr.  PALFREY  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"free  white"  from  that  portion  which  defined  the 
qualification  of  voters,  office-holders,  &c.,  in  these 
tcrnrus:  "  every  free  white  male  inhabitant  above 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,"  &c. 

He  said,  he  saw  no  reason  to  restrict  the  right 
of  suffrage  to  people  of  any  one  color.  He  saw 
no  reason  for  making  the  right  of  suffrage  de- 
pendent on  complexion.  He  presumed  the  Terri- 
tory of  Oregon  did  not  require  a  better  constituency 
than  they  had  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  yet  persons  that  were  not  "free 
white  male  inhabitants"  helped  to  carry  on  their 
government,  and  were  entitled  to  all  the  privileges 
of  freemen.  What  was  good  enough  for  Massa- 
chusetts, he  was  of  opinion  might  be  good  enough 
for  Oregon. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  made  a  suggestion, 
which  was  not  heard  distinctly  at  the  reporter's 
desk. 

Mr.  CONGER  suggested  the  insertion  of  the 
words,  "Indians  excepted,"  after  the  words 
"  twenty-one  years. " 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  inquired,  why 
Indians  should  not  vote  as  well  as  negroes? 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
*'  free,"  and  leave  the  word  "  white,"  so  that  the 
section  would  read,  "every  white  male  inhabitant 
above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,''  &c.  He  did 
not  mean  to  allow  the  section  to  stand  so  as  to 
convey  the  idea  that  a  white  man  could  be  a  slave 
anywhere,  or  by  any  implication. 

Mr.  McLANE  asked  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
what  he  meant  by  "white  inhabitant?"  He 
wished  the  gentleman  to  define  the  meaning  of  the 
term. 

Mr.  VINTON  supposed  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  understood  what  a  white  man  was  as 
well  as  he  knew  himself.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  knew  what  he  was  himself,  he  knew 
what  a  white  man  was. 

Mr.  McLANE  begged  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
to  accept  his  assurance  that  he  had  asked  the  ques- 
tion in  good  faith.  Other  gentlemen  of  the  commit- 
tee might  understand  the  purport  of  the  question, 
if  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  did  not;  for  it  was 
known  to  many  that  the  laws  of  Maryland  and 
the  laws  of  Ohio  differed  materially  on  that  sub- 
ject. 

Theamendmentof  Mr.  Vinton  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  free"  was  then  agreed  to — 64  in  the  affirm- 
ative, and  63  in  the  negative. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Palfrey's 
motion  to  strike  out  "white;"  and  he  intimated, 
that  if  it  were  agreed  to,  he  should  move  to  insert 
"except  Indians  not  taxed." 
V  After  some  conversation,  in  which  Messrs.  PAL- 

FREY, McCLERNAND,  TUCK,  and  others, 
took  part,  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McLANE  again  asked  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Vinton,]  how  he  was  to  define  the 
term  "white  inhabitant?"  He  understood  that 
the  Legislature  of  Ohio  had  enacted,  that  a  person 
was  white  who  had  more  than  a  certain  quantity 
of  white  blood. 

Mr.  ROOT  explained,  that  a  person  blacker  than 
a  mulatto  did  not  come  within  the  legislative  enact- 
ment, which  allowed  such  persons  certain  privi- 
leges. This  had  been  so  decided  by  their  supreme 
court. 


Mr.  McLANE  inquired  if  it  did  not  go  further, 
and  fix  the  amount  of  black  blood? 

Mr.  ROOT  replied  in  the  negative.  He  said  that 
it  only  required  that  a  person  should  not  be  blacker 
than  a  mulatto  to  entitle  him  to  certain  privileges. 
There  were  many  who  emigrated  from  the  south- 
ern and  eastern  States  to  Ohio,  that  came  there 
very  highly  colored.     [La-ughter.] 

Mr.  McLANE  said  he  understood  the  courts 
of  Ohio  to  have  ruled  that  any  ma«  in  whom  the 
white  blood  predominated  over  the  negro  blood 
was  a  white  man;  therefore  the  child  of  a  mulatto 
slave  might  easily  find  himself  a  qualified  voter  in 
Oregon,  if  Ohio  law  should  govern  the  discretion 
of  a  judge  of  election,  and  from  the  decision  of  a 
judge  of  election  there  would  be  no  appeal.  This 
case  might  arise  whether  the  12th  section  was 
stricken  out  or  not.  The  proper  designation  should 
be  every  citizen  of  the  United  States  inhabiting  the 
Territory  of  Oregon,  or  else  a  limitation  and  qual- 
ification of  the  term  "  white"  should  be  introduced, 
to  avoid  the  amalgamating  principles  of  Ohio  law. 
It  ought  to  be  seven-eigiiths  of  white  blood  at 
least,  and  not  the  Ohio  principle  of  a  mite,  viz: 
over  half  of  white  blood  to  constitute  a  white  man. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  moved  to  amend  the  fifth  sec- 
tion, where  it  fixed  the  qualification  of  voters,  by 
inserting  "  who  has  not  been  coijvicted  of  an  infa- 
mous crime. " 

Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York,  suggested  that  the 
amendment  should  be  qualified  by  providing  that 
the  record  of  conviction  shall  be  the  evidence  of 
disqualification. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  said  that  that  was  the  only  evi- 
dence. He  would,  nevertheless,  accept  the  modi- 
fication. 

Mr.  HALL  said  there  should  be  no  doubt  on 
the  subject.     The  law  should  be  explicit. 

Mr.  GOTT  inquired  what  was  meant  by  the 
term  "  infamous  crime?" 

Mr.  FICKLIN  replied.  Felony,  larceny,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
"and  those,"  and  inserting,  "  above  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  and."  I'his  provision  gives 
the  right  of  suffrage  and  of  holding  ofiice  to  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  and  those  who  shall  have 
declared  on  oath  their  intention  to  become  such, 
&c.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  make 
the  qualification  the  ability  to  read  and  write. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER.  Read  what?  French, 
Dutch,  or  English? 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  was  not  willing  to  impose  on 
courts  and  juries  the  necessity  to  inquire  into  the 
complexion  of  a  person's  skin.  He  wished  intel- 
ligence and  virtue  to  be  the  test  of  a  person's  fit- 
ness to  participate  in  the  government.  He  was 
not  willing  that,  in  this  period  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  they  should  sit  in  judgment  on  the  color 
of  a  voter's  skin.  The  complexion  was  no  evi- 
dence of  virtue  and  intelligence. 

After  some  conversation — 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  for  six  months,"  in  that  portion  which  prescribed 
the  qualification  of  a  person  to  vote  who  is  con- 
nected with  the  army  or  navy.  He  said  he  saw 
no  reason  why  an  officer  on  a  station  for  six 
months,  or  any  other  length  of  time,  should  vole 
for  or  hold  office  under  the  Territorial  Government, 
if  his  domicil  was  not  there.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  MULLIN  moved  to  strike  out  "or  hold 
office,"  in  the  same  provision. 

After  some  conversation,  and  a  modification  by 
Mr.  ROOT,  which  Mr.  MULLIN  accepted,  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOYDON  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
"residence,  habitation,  and  home,"  and  insert 
"domicil."  The  framers  of  the  bill  seemed  to 
consider  domicil,  habitation,  and  home  as  all  dif- 
ferent. Domicil  was  a  legal  term  whose  signifi- 
cation was  well  defined.  The  amendment  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  GREEN  moved  further  to  amend  the  sec- 
tion by  striking  out  all  that  part  of  it  which  de- 
clared that  the  qualifications  of  voters  should  be 
prescribed  by  the  Assembly.  Congress  were  now 
engaged  in  making  for  the  people  of  this  Territory 
an  organic  law;  it  would  be  to  them  what  a  consti- 
tution was  to  a  State;  and  he  thought  that  the  qual- 
ifications of  voters  was  a  matter  that  ought  not  to 
be  left  to  the  varying  composition  of  a  Territorial 
Legislature.     All  constitutions  made  tjie  qualifica- 


tions of  volersa  fixed  and  stable  thing.  He  thought 
it  ought  to  be  more  permanent  and  stable  than  it 
would  be  if  left  to  the  changes  which  party  was 
often  liable  to  produce.  In  the  face  of  a  popular 
assembly,  when  the  Territory  passed  into  the  form 
of  a  State,  the  people  would  fix  the  conditions  of 
the  franchise  to  suit  themselves;  but  till  then,  he 
thought  it  ought  to  be  more  permanent  and  fixed 
than  it  was  likely  to  be  if  subjected  to  the  transient 
and  fluctuating  composition  of  a  legislative  body. 
He  also  moved  to  strike  out  "  for  the  first  elec- 
tion," and  insert  "  for  all  elections." 

Mr.  ROOT  suggested  to  add,  "after  the  first 
year."  He  thought  if  Congress  undertook  to  fix 
the  qualifications  of  voters,  it  ought  at  least  only 
to  do  so  for  a  short  time.  There  were  many  things 
Congress  would  not  recollect  as  well  as  they  would 
for  themselves.  It  might  occur  that  just  before  an 
election  a  gentleman  might  choose  to  step  out  of 
one  electoral  district  into  another,  and  they  might 
think  it  unfair.  Of  all  such  matters  they  were 
much  the  best  judges.  They  might  have  a  pauper 
or  a  jailbird  that  they  did  not  choose  should  vote 
where  he  did  not  reside.  Would  it  not  be  best  to 
leave  the  people  of  the  Territory  to  fix  all  these 
things  in  their  own  way?  He  thought  the  amend- 
ment went  too  far;  it  was  at  war  with  the  great 
Democratic  principle  that  the  people  could,  to  a 
certain  extent,  lake  care  of  themselves.  He  thought 
that  Congress  ought  to  go  a  certain  distance  in  reg- 
ulating the  franchise,  and  leave  the  rest  to  them- 
selves. They  ought  to  have  some  discretion  in 
the  matter,  or  pipelaying  would  be  sure  to  happen. 
Should  the  Legislature  make  any  laws  which  were 
really  against  the  rights  of  the  people.  Congress 
held  the  remedy  in  its  own  hand  in  the  veto  power. 
Mr.  R.  withdrew  his  amendment,  and  that  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Green  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to 
strike  out  the  words  "  and  governor,"  wherever 
they  occurred;  which  was  agreed  to.  (This  was 
in  consequence  of  a  previous  amendment.) 

Mr.  SAWYER  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause 
which  provides  that  lands  of  non-resident  proprie- 
tors should  not  be  taxed  higher  than  those  of  resi- 
dents. He  was  in  fovor  of  taxing  the  tracts  held 
by  speculators  so  highly  that  in  a  few  years  they 
viiould  revert  to  the  State. 

Mr.  ROOT  said  that  he  understood  the  object 
his  colleague  had  in  view,  and  approved  of  it;  but 
would  not  his  amendment,  in  certain  cases,  work 
great  hardship?  Should  an  emigrant  die  before  he 
got  his  land,  his  family  would  become  the  owners 
of  it,  though  absent.  Certainly  his  colleague  did 
not  desire  that  his  amendment  should  reach  them. 
It  was  well  enough  to  tax  the  land-jobbers,  but, 
in  taxing  them,  the  operation  might  reach  others 
whom  his  colleague  would  be  the  last  to  injure. 

Mr.  SAWYER  thought,  that  as  some  discretion 
would  be  intrusted  to  the  Legislature,  this  would 
be  a  sufficient  remedy  for  any  cases  of  peculiar 
hardship. 

Mr.  VINTON  believed  there  was  no  great  need 
of  guarding  against  land  speculators  in  Oregon,  aa 
there  were  always  so  many  better  speculations 
nearer  by,  that  they  would  not  go  quite  so  far  off 
to  operate. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  said  he  was  going  to 
offer  an  amendment  which  he  had  no  doubt  would 
create  astonishment  among  many  gentlemen.  It 
was  to  insert  the  words  "  except  such  as  relate 
to  involuntary  servitude  in  said  Territory,"  in 
the  clause  which  gave  Congress  a  veto  on  all  laws 
passed  by  the  Territorie<l  Legislature.  A  short 
experience  in  political  life  had  satisfied  him  that 
the  question  of  prohibitingslavery  would  always  be 
sure  ofgetling  up  a  storm  whenever  it  was  brought 
into  that  House;  and  he  therefore  desired  to  guard, 
in  time,  against  having  it  brought  back  upon  the 
House  to  produce  a  repetition  of  the  scene  that 
was  now  to  be  witnessed  here.  Let  the  people  of 
Oregon  manage  that  affair  to  suit  themselves,  and 
let  Congress  have  nothing  further  to  say  or  do 
about  it.  He  had  no  wish  to  have  slavery  estab- 
lished within  their  limits  against  their  will.  Nor 
did  he  want  to  see  this  slavery  cloud  return.  It 
was  now  but  the  size  of  a  man's  hand;  but  if  ever 
it  should  again  darken  the  sky,  it  would  be  far 
greater,  and  would  bring  elements  of  storm  in  it 
which  he  wanted  to  prevent.  He  could  not,  there- 
fore, let  the  present  opportunity  pass  without  ma- 
king an  effort  to  prevent  it.  When  the  Territorial 
laws  of  Oregon  should  be  sent  for  the  revision  of 
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Congress,  let  those  relating  to  this  vexed  question 
of  slavery  be  excepted. 

Mr.  ROOT  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  "  involuntary  servitude,"  and  inserting 
"  slavery."  There  were  other  forms  of  involun- 
tary servitude  besides  slavery.  If  a  man,  who  had 
been  guilty  of  some  offence,  were  set  to  labor  on 
the  highways,  with  a  ball  and  chain  upon  his  leg, 
that  would,  he  presumed,  be  involuntary  sei  vitude. 
Or  suppose  he  should  be  made  to  work  five  years 
at  some  public  work  for  stealing  a  chicken.  Ought 
such  a  law  to  stand?  He  thought  it  would  be  best 
to  let  Congress  revise  all  the  territorial  laws.  It 
was  rather  a  brood  amendment.  He  was  led  to 
conjecture — he  did  not  know  certainly  how  it  might 
be — that  the  gentleman  had  been  gazing  rather  too 
steadily  on  the  clouds  when  he  penned  tiiis  amend- 
ment. He  wanted  to  get  rid  of  this  slavery  ques- 
tion. Mr.  R.  would  help  him.  He  would  take  a 
course  that  would  compel  gentlemen  to  make  their 
marks  about  it.  But  he  wished  the  amendment  to 
contaiti  only  slavery,  and  leave  involuntary  servi- 
tude alone. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Root's  amendment  to  the 
amendment  being  put,  it  was  rejected. 

The  question  recurring  on  Mr.  Cobb's  amend- 
ment— 

Mr.  COBB  said  he  was  quite  serious  in  propos- 
ing it. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  proposed  a  pro  forma  amend- 
ment. He  said  he  did  not  want  to  make  any  ar- 
gument, even  if  there  were  time,  in  the  five  minutes 
allowed  by  the  rule.  But  this  amendment  came 
from  the  country  of  the  "Alabama  platform" — from 
those  who  claimed  that  Congress  had  no  power  to 
legislate  for  the  Territories  on  the  subject  of  sla- 
very. 

Mr.  COBB  said  he  would  like  to  have  five  min- 
ute.s  to  explain  the  Alabama  platform. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  said  he  could  not  yield  the 
floor.  But  he  was  not  going  to  speak  two  minutes; 
and  then  he  would  yield  the  remainder  of  his  five 
minutes  to  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  if  he 
wished  to  occupy  the  time. 

All  that  he  (Mr.  Schenck)  intended  was,  to  call 
attention  to  the  inconsistency  of  those  who  had 
adopted  tWis  new-light  doclrine,  thatCongress  could 
not  legislate  on  the  subject  of  slavery  for  the  Ter- 
ritories— who  claimed  that  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
the  Missouri  compromise,  and  all  other  such  legis- 
lation since  the  beginning  of  the  Government,  was 
unconstitutional! 

They  professed  to  hold  this  doctrine,  and  yet 
would  vole  for  a  "  compromise  law,"  or  an  amend- 
ment like  this,  thereby  undertaking  to  control  the 
action  of  the  Territorial  Legislature,  in  which  they 
declare  all  the  power  exists. 

Nov/,  he  would  not  make  any  argument,  as  he 
had  said,  but  he  would  state  his  views  in  the  shape 
of  a  proposition,  thus: 

When  Congress  establishes  a  legislature  for  a 
Territory,  and  prohibits  it  from  legislating  on  the 
subject  of  slavery,  tliat  prokibition  by  Congress  is 
itself  legislation  on  the  subject. 

Or  the  proposition  might  be  varied  in  language, 
and  stated  thus: 

Congress  declaresfty  law  that  theTcrritorial Legis- 
lature, to  which  it  has  delegated  its  power  of  legis- 
lation on  other  subjects,  shall  not  touch  the  given 
subject  of  slavery.  Hucli  a  law  itself  is  a  control 
of  lltal  subject. 

If  these  propositions  were  not  sound  and  true — 
good  logic  and  good  sense — then  he  was  much 
mistaken.  He  would  like,  therefore,  to  hear  some 
of  the  fiiends  of  that  s»rt  of  compromise  try  to 
explain  their  inconsistency,  or  try  to  escape  from 
the  force  of  his  objection.  He  would  give  up  the 
remainder  of  his  tmie  for  such  explanation  to  any 
gentleman  who  thought  he  was  wrong.  Perhaps 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Cobb] 
would  now  take  the  opportunity  to  explain  that 
Alalianui  jilaiform. 

Mr.  COBU  said,  all  he  had  wanted  the  floor  for 
was  to  say  that  he  did  not  think  it  worth  while  to 
reply. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Cobb  was  rejected. 

Mr.  MILLER  moved  to  amend  by  adding  after 
the  word  "laws"  the  words  "not  inconsistent 
with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States."  The  first  clause  of  this  section  (Mr.  M. 
8aid)gavellieTerritorial  legislature  unlimited  pow- 
erof  legislation,  withoutany  regard  to  thelegislation 
of  Congres.s,  past  cr  future;  yet  there  might  be 
laws  of  the  United  Stales  which  came  in  conflict 


with  the  territorial  laws  passed  by  such  Legisla- 
ture. 

Mr.  STANTON  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding,  "  or  to  pass  laws  on  the  subject 
of  slavery." 

Mr.  S.  observed  that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
had  said  that  for  Congress  to  pass  a  law  pro- 
hibiting the  Territorial  Legislatures  from  prohibit- 
ing slavery,  was  itself  legislating  on  slavery.  The 
same  objection  would  apply  tu  the  amendment  just 
proposed.  For  Congress  to  say  that  a  Territorial 
Legislature  should  not  pass  laws  inconsistent  with 
the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  was 
itself  unconstitutional. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Miller  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  extend  the 
clause  which  declared  laws  inconsistent  with  the 
Constitution  to  be  null  and  void,  by  adding  the 
words,  "or  laws  inconsistent  with  this  act." 
Agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  in  the 
clause  "all  laws  shall  be  equal  and  uniform,"  the 
word  "laws"  was  stricken  out,  and  the  word 
"  taxes"  inserted  in  its  place. 

Mr.  BOYDON  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
proviso  to  the  sixth  section  of  the  bill.  [The  pro- 
viso prohibits  the  Legislature  from  chartering 
banks,  borrowing  money,  &c.] 

Mr.  B.  said  he  knew  that  Congress  reserved  to 
itself  a  veto  on  all  laws  passed  by  the  Territorial 
Legislature.  Now,  it  was  manifest  that  a  legisla- 
ture might  do  very  improperly  some  of  the  things 
here  prohibited,  but  there  might  be  cases  where 
some  of  them  would  be  very  proper.  Would  it  not 
be  better  to  leave  the  Legislature  untrammelled, 
seeing  that  all  its  errors  could  be  revised  and  cor- 
rected here?  There  was  no  need  of  declaring  that 
they  should  not  charter  a  bank.  Mr.  B.  never 
would  consent  to  any  such  prohibition.  He  de- 
nied the  doctrine  that  a  State  had  no  constitutional 
power  to  charter  a  bank. 

[A  voice:  "But  this  is  a  Territory,  not  a  State."] 

He  knew  it  was  a  Territory,  but  it  was  to  be- 
come a  State.  This  law  was  intended  to  lay  the 
corner-stone  of  a  State  constitution.  And  this 
prohibition  was  intended  to  countenance  all  that 
modern  humbug  about  a  Slate's  having  no  power 
to  charter  a  bank  or  to  borrow  money.  This, 
he  supposed,  was  Stale-rights  doctrine!  He  was 
against  it.  He  was  for  putting  this  infant  State 
on  the  right  track,  while  it  was  yet  in  its  pupilage. 
But  if  Congress  passed  these  prohibitions  here, 
his  word  for  it,  the  same  thing  would  be  incorpo- 
rated in  the  Slate  constitution,  and  no  doubt  it  was 
so  intended.  What  was  it  put  in  for?  If  was  to 
aid  the  veto  power;  they  were  afraid  the  State 
might  do  as  Congress  did  sometimes. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BIRDSALL  wanted  to  modify  the  6th  sec- 
tion by  mserting  a  clause  similar  to  one  in  the  con- 
stitution of  Ohio,  which  he  read.  But  it  was  ruled 
out  of  order. 

Several  verbal  amendments  were  moved  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to 
add  to  the  clause  prohibiting  oiiicers  of  the  United 
States  Government  from  being  members  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature  the  words  "except  post- 
masters."    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOYDON  moved  to  add,  after  the  same 
clause,  "that  these  restrictions  shall  not  apply  to 
the  first  Legislative  Assembly. "  Mr.  B.  said  there 
appeared  to  be  great  unwillingness  to  trust  theTcr- 
ritorial Legislative  Assembly  to  enjoy  any  oflice 
svhich  they  should  themselves  create,  or  the  emolu- 
ment of  which  they  should  increase.  That  was  the 
general  doctrine  on  the  subject.  But  they  wanted 
now  that  Congress  should  say  that  this  prohibition 
should  not  apply  to  this  first  Legislature  that  should 
assemble  in  the  Territory.  Now,  it  was  this  very 
first  Legislature  which  would  have  the  appoint- 
ment of  all  the  officers  of  the  Territory,  and  would 
also  have  the  fixing  of  all  their  salaries;  and  yet 
it  was  proposed  that  these  men  nnght  hold  their 
offices  and  enjoy  their  salaries.  But  surely  if  there 
was  anything  in  the  general  principle  at  all,  it  ap- 
plied with  double  force  to  the  first  Legislature,  vvlio 
made  all  the  offices  and  all  the  salaries.  If  any 
improper  influence  was  to  be  apprehended,  it  would 
operate  with  tenfold  force  upon  this  Legislature  to 
what  it  would  on  their  successors. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  MULLIN  moved  to  amend  the  clause 
which  limned  the  powera  of  justices  of  the  peace 


so  as  to  exclude  from  their  jurisdiction  cases  in 
which  the  title  to  lands  came  in  question. 

Mr.  VINTON  suggested  the  necessity  of  some 
provision  authorizing  an  appeal  from  the  territo- 
rial courts  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  in  all  cases  where  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  an  act  of  Congress,  or  a  treaty  of 
the  United  States,  should  be  brought  in  question; 
and,  after  some  conversation,  made  a  motion  to 
that  effect,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  VENABLE  moved  a  further  provision  in 
reference  to  appeals;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Certain  verbal  amendments  to  the  section  were 
proposed  by  Mr.  MULLIN,  some  of  which  were 
agreed  to,  and  others  rejected. 

Verbal  amendments  were  also  made  to  the  10th, 
11th,  and  12th  sections,  at  the  suggestion  of  various 
gentlemen. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  moved  a  new  section,  to  come 
in  between  the  11th  and  12th  sections,  providing 
that  the  rivers  and  streams  in  the  Territory  in 
which  salmon  are  found  shall  not  be  obstructed  by 
dams  or  otherwise,  unless  so  made  as  to  allow 
said  fish  to  pass  freely. 

He  said  there  was  now  a  valuable  fishery  in 
Oregon,  and  unless  some  care  was  taken  of  it,  it 
would  be  lost.  For  the  want  of  care,  by  the  erec- 
tion of  a  dam,  &c.,  in  the  Connecticut  river,  the 
salmon,  which  formerly  had  been  very  valuable 
there,  had  been  driven  out.  This  might  be  avoided 
in  this  Territory,  with  care,  without  expense. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  moved  a  new  section 
of  5^10,000  for  expenses  of  the  provisional  govern- 
ment of  Oregon.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  an  amendment  declaring 
null  and  void  all  the  laws  heretofore  passed  in  the 
said  Territory  making  grants  of  land,  or  otherwise 
affecting  or  encumbering  the  titles  of  lands  therein. 
The  clause  as  it  now  stood,  he  said,  gave  validity 
to  all  the  laws  which  had  been  passed  in  that  Ter- 
ritory. They  might  have  made — he  believed  the 
fact  was  that  they  had  undertaken  to  make — large 
grants  of  land,  to  what  extent  was  unknown.  The 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  would  take  up  the  subject,  and  make  do- 
nations, liberal  donations  of  land  to  settlers  in 
Oregon.  They,  therefore,  ought  to  make  excep- 
tion of  these  grants  of  land,  that  hereafter  they 
might  come  under  the  revision  of  Congress. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BIRDSALL  said  lie  proposed  to  amend  the 
12th  section,  so  as  to  make  it  conform  in  principle 
to  the  same  section  in  the  Iowa  Territorial  bill, 
passed  during  Mr.  Van  Buren's  administration, 
and  which  received  his  "solemn"  sanction  and 
approval.  He  knew  no  reason  why  the  principle 
of"  non-interference,"  adopted  in  that  bill,  should 
not  be  carried  out  in  this.  Both  Territories  lay 
north  of  the  Missouri  compromise  line,  and,  so  far 
as  that  compromise  could  aftect  the  question,  stood 
upon  the  same  footing.  If  there  was  any  virtue 
in  that  compromise,  it  extended  as  well  to  Oregon 
as  to  Iowa.  He  had  no  doubt  whatever,  that  in 
the  case  of  Oregon,  as  in  Iowa,  under  the  aniend- 
ment  he  proposed,  the  Tei'riiory  would  be  free 
territory,  and  the  State  to  be  formed  from  it  would 
also  be  a  free  State.  He  made  this  motion  for  the 
purpose  of  testing  the  question  whether  professed 
Northern  Democrats  were  willing  to  stand  upon 
the  same  platform  upon  which  the  Democratic 
party  stood  while  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  President, 
and  to  which  it  had  since  adhered.  His  amend- 
ment retained  that  clause  which  adopted  and  sanc- 
tioned the  laws  now  in  force  in  Oregon,  which  had 
been  enacted  by  the  provisional  government  there, 
and  gave  the  same  right  to  the  Territorial  Legisla- 
ture to  alter,  modify,  or  repeal  them,  as  was  con- 
tained in  the  Iowa  bill.  His  amendment  was 
intended  to  place  this  section  on  ]irecisely  the  same 
principles  as  the  12lh  section  in  the  Iowa  bill.  It 
carried  out  the  great  principle  of  freedom — the  right 
of  man  for  self-government;  and  he  did  not  see 
how  his  northern  friends,  who  had  "  free  territory" 
so  constantly  on  their  lips,  should  hesitate  to  unite 
with  him  on  grounds  which  had  once  received  the 
approval  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  himself. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  inquired  whether  sla- 
very was  not  prohibited  in  the  Territory  of  Iowa 
by  the  Missouri  comjiromise? 

Mr.  BIRDSALL  replied,  no  more  than  in  Wis- 
consin or  in  Oregon. 

Mr.  SMITH  asked  if  Oregon  was  a  part  of  the 
Louisiana  purchase? 
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Mr.  BIRDSALL  replied  there  was  no  question 
but  our  best  title  to  Oregon  was  acquired  by  the 
Louisiana  purchase. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Birdsall  was  lost. 

Mr.  SAWYER  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  part 
of  the  section  which  extends  the  rights,  privileges, 
and  advantages,  and  the  conditions,  restrictions, 
and  prohibitions  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  to  the 
Territory  of  Oregon. 

He  did  this  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  sense 
of  the  committee  on  this  subject.  He  denied  that 
Congress  had  the  power  to  legislate  on  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery  in  the  Territories.  There  was  a 
sovereignty  existing  in  the  people — he  did  not  care 
whereorin  what  capacity  you  found  them — wheth- 
er in  a  town,  a  county,  or  a  Territory.  Our  laws 
and  our  Constitution  were  predicated  on  the  fact 
that  the  people  had  a  right  to  self-government.  It 
was  within  the  province  of  Congress  to  establish 
general  laws  for  the  government  of  that  Territory, 
but  not  to  descend  to  particular  legislation  upon 
domestic  questions.  Was  there  a  gentleman  in 
this  House  who  would  now  gel  up  and  say  he  be- 
lieved the  Congress  of  the  United  States  had  the 
right  to  pass  the  ordinance  of  1787,  or  that  the 
present  Congress  had  the  right  to  pass  a  similar 
ordinance  ?  It  was  a  mere  gratuitous  act  of  legis- 
lation upon  the  part  of  that  Congress  which  estab- 
lished that  act,  and  it  was  a  mere  gratuitous  act  in 
this  Congress  to  impose  that  ordinance  upon  the 
people  of  Oregon.  The  Missouri  compromise  act 
had  been  acquiesced  in  by  general  consent,  but 
was  not  felt  to  be  binding  on  any  of  the  States. 
The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Smith]  had 
yesterday  argued  that  the  States  formed  out  of  the 
territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  had  not  the  same 
power  as  the  other  States  of  the  Union.  He  (Mr. 
S.)  held,  on  the  contrary,  that  those  States  had 
the  same  power;  that  they  had  been  admitted  on 
an  equal  footing,  with  equal  rights,  privileges,  and 
immunities  with  the  other  States;  and  that  the 
State  of  Ohio,  or  any  other  State  formed  out  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory  had  the  right  to  estab- 
lish slavery  within  their  limits.  If  Congress  had 
the  power  to  say  that  slavery  should  not  be  ex- 
tended to  Oregon,  then  surely  they  liad  the  same 
right  to  say  it  should  be  established  there.  Con- 
gress had  no  such  power;  that  power  was  confined 
to  the  establishment  of  a  general  code  of  laws,  and 
it  was  the  privilege  of  the  people  of  the  Territory 
to  enact  such  local  and  domestic  laws  as  they 
wished  to  be  governed  by.  He  understood  that 
the  people  of  that  Territory  had  already  passed  a 
law  abolishing  slavery.  Were  not  gentlemen  will- 
ing that  those  people  should  be  governed  by  their 
own  laws?  He  wanted  the  committee  to  strike  out 
all  this  extraneous  matter,  and  legislate  only  upon 
the  subjects  on  which  they  should  legislate — on 
subjects  of  general  legislation. 

Another  point:  there  was  a  great  deal  of  feeling 
between  the  North  and  the  South  on  tliis  subject. 
He  was  willing  to  compromise,  where  he  lost 
nothing,  in  order  to  satisfy  gentlemen;  and  when 
they  came  to  pass  Territorial  bills  for  the  other 
Territories,  if  he  should  be  honored  with  a  seat  on 
this  floor,  he  should  vote  in  the  same  way,  and 
leave  the  people,  who  were  capable  of  deciding  it, 
to  say  by  what  law.s  they  would  be  governed  in 
their  local  and  domestic  matters. 

Mr.  CRISFIELD  moved  to  strike  out  the  12th 
Bection. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated  that  this  motion  would 
not  be  in  order  till  the  section  was  perfected. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Sawyer  was  agreed  to: 
Ayes  73,  noes  66.  So  the  first  part  of  the  section 
was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  GAYLE  moved  to  insert  at  the  end  of  the 
section  a  proviso  that  nothing  contained  in  the 
section  should  be  so  construed  as  to  exclude  sla- 
very from  the  said  Territory,  or  to  continue  in 
force  any  laws  which  had  been  passed  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  to  add  the  words  "unless  consented 
to  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory." 

He  considered  this  12th  section  as  embracing 
two  subjects:  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and  a  pro- 
vision recognizing  the  law  of  the  present  Terri- 
tory. He  had  voted  for  striking  out  the  first 
portion,  supposing  that  if  they  retained  the  latter 
part  they  also  recognized  the  ordinance  of  1787. 
He  should  vote  for  the  bill  whether  the  ordinance 
of  1787  was  contained  in  it  or  not;  but  he  would 
prefer  that  the  whole  matter  be  left  to  the  people, 


who  were  capable  of  managing  it  for  themselves. 
He  considered  it  despotism  in  Congress  to  under- 
take to  dictate  to  the  people  of  the  Territories  that 
they  .should  have  this,  that,  or  the  other  institu- 
tion among  them;  and  he  was  sustained  in  this 
position  by  some  of  the  highest  judicial  authority. 
Judge  McLean,  in  a  communication  in  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer,  of  December  29,  1847,  had 
said  there  was  no  power  granted  to  Congress  by 
the  Constitution  to  legislate  for  the  Territories. 
He  had  said: 

"  The  power  to  institute  slavery  belongs  exclusively  to  tlie 
cnininunity  in  wliicli  it  exists.  In  the  language  of  Chief 
Justice  Taney,  in  Gioves  vs.  Slanglner,  15  Feters,  508,  a 
State  has  a  riglit  to  decide  itself  wiiether  it  will  or  will  not 
permit  slaves  to  be  brought  within  its  limits  from  another 
State,  either  for  sale  or  any  other  purpose  ;  and  also  to  pre- 
scribe the  manner  and  mode  in  which  they  may  be  intro- 
duced, and  to  determine  their  condition  and  treatment;  and 
this  action  cannot  he  controlled  by  Congress,  either  by  virtue 
of  its  power  to  regulate  commerce,  or  by  virtue  of  any  other 
power  conferred  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

"And  in  the  case  of  Prigg  vs.  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, 16  Peters,  611,  the  Supreme  Court  says:  'The 
state  of  slavery  is  deemed  to  be  a  mere  municipal  regula- 
tion, fouiided  upon  and  limited  to  the  range  of  the  territoiial 
laws;'  and  'it  is  manifest  frojn  this  consideration,  that  if 
the  Constitution  had  not  contained  the  clause  or  recaption, 
every  non-slaveholuing  State  in  the  Union  would  have  been 
at  liberty  to  have  declared  free  all  runaway  slaves  coming 
witliin  its  limits,  and  to  have  given  tliem  entire  immunity 
and  protection  against  the  claims  of  their  masters.' 

"The  true  construction  of  the  Constitution  is,  that  im- 
plied powers  can  only  be  exercised  in  carrying  iiito  effect  a 
specific  power.  And  this  implication  is  limited  to  such 
measures  as  shall  be  appropriate  to  the  subject.  This  is  an 
admitted  and  safe  rule  of  construction.  It  is  believed  to  be 
the  only  one  which  has  been  sanctioned  by  statesmen  and 
jurists.  Powers  exercised  beyond  this  are  not  derived  from 
the  Constitution,  but  must  depend  upon  an  unlimited  discre- 
tion.    And  this  is  despotism. 

"  Now,  there  is  no  specific  power  in  the  Constitution 
which  authorizes  the  organization  of  a  territorial  govern- 
ment. Such  a  power  was  given  in  relation  to  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  it  was  equally  necessary  in  regard  to  other 
territories.  But  if  this  power  be  implied  from  the  specific 
power  given  to  regulate  the  disposition  of  the  public  lands, 
it  must,  under  the  above  rule,  be  limited  to  the  means  suit- 
able to  the  end  in  view.  If  Congress  go  beyond  this  in  the 
organization  of  a  territorial  government,  tliey  act  without 
limitation,  and  may  establish  a  monarchy  !  Admit  that  tbev 
may  organize  a  government  which  shall  protect  the  land's 
purchased,  and  provide  for  the  administration  of  justice 
among  the  settlers:  'it  does  by  no  means  follow  that  they 
may  establish  slavery.  This"  is  a  relation  which  must  be 
created  by  the  local  sovereignty.  It  is  a  municipal  regula- 
tion of  limited  extent,  and,  necessarily,  of  an  equally  lim- 
ited origin.  It  is  a  domestic  relati(m  over  which  the  Fed- 
eral Government  can  exercise  no  control.  And,  above  all, 
the  institution  of  slavery  is  not  within  any  implication  which 
can  be  drawn  from  the  power  to  regulate  the  disposition  of 
the  i)ublic  lands  or  other  property  of  the  United  States.  As 
before  remarked,  slaves  are  not  treated  in  the  Constitution 
as  property.     They  are  made  property  by  the  local  law." 

He  had  voted  against  laying  on  the  table  the 
compromise  bill  of  the  Senate.  That  bill  was 
objectionable;  but,  from  due  respect  for  the  Sen- 
ate, and  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the  bill, 
he  had  been  induced  to  vote  against  laying  it  on 
the  table.  The  restricting  the  people  from  legis- 
lating upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  gave  the  slave- 
holders an  advantage  in  New  Mexico  and  Califor- 
nia, which  they  would  not  have  in  Oregon.  The 
principles  of  the  common  law  prevailed  in  Oregon, 
which  considered  every  man  a  freeman  until  other- 
wise proven.  But  in  New  Mexico  and  Califor- 
nia the  principles  of  the  civil  law  prevailed,  which 
recognized  property  in  persons.  Now,  if  a  slave- 
holder went  into  these  Territories  with  his  slaves, 
the  laws  which  prevailed  there  recognized  such 
property;  the  slaveholder  would,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  be  protected  in  this  species  of  property. 
And  if  the  people  of  such  Territories,  or  their  Le- 
gislature, were  prohibited  from  legislating  on  this 
subject,  the  courts  of  law  must  protect  their  slave 
property.  He  knew  it  was  said  that  Mexico  had 
declared  freedom  to  all  slaves  in  that  country.  But 
that  did  not  change  the  laws  of  the  country  which 
recognized  property  in  persons;  and,  although  all 
the  slaves  at  the  time  were  declared  free,  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  persons  enforcing  the  rights  of 
property  in  persons  who  go  there  now.  If  such 
vvas  the  law,  the  slaveholder  would  have  had  de- 
cidedly the  advantage  in  the  Territories  of  New 
Mexico  and  California.  But,  for  the  purpose  of 
perfecting  this  compromise  bill,  it  would  have  been 
as  well  to  have  received  the  bill  and  made  such 
amendments  as  would  have  secured  the  rights  of 
every  section  of  the  Union,  without  protecting  the 
slaveholding  interests  exclusively.  He  withdrew 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  renewed  the  motion  of  his  col- 
league, for  the  purpose  of  correcting  a  misappre- 
hension into  which  he  had  fallen.  The  distinguish- 
ed jurist  to  whom  allusion  was  made  had  never 


declared  that  Congress  had  not  the  power  to  make 
the  Territory  free;  but,  on  the  contrary,  he  had 
said  that  Congress  could  not  create  slavery  in  that 
Territory.  What  was  slavery.'  It  was  itself  a 
crime;  it  was  the  taking  a  man  and  subjecting  him 
to  the  will  of  others,  which  the  Constitution  itself 
prohibited.     He  withdrew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
the  12th  section,  by  inserting  after  the  woi-d  "  with  " 
in  the  15th  line,  the  words  "the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  and" — so  that  the  same  would 
read,  "so  far  as  the  same  be  not  incompatible  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  prin- 
ciples and  provisions  of  this  act."     Agreed  to. 

He  also  oflfered  a  verbal  amendment,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  PALFREY  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
provision  which  extends  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  so  far  as  they  are  applicable,  over  the  Terri- 
tory, so  as  to  except  the  3d  and  4th  sections  of  the 
act  approved  the  3d  day  of  February,  1793,  provi- 
ding for  the  recapture  of  fugitives  from  labor  and 
service.  He  begged  the  committee  to  give  a  mo- 
ment's consideration  to  this  amendment.  The 
Constitution  provides  that,  when  a  man  has  a 
controversy  with  his  neighbor  to  the  amount  of 
twenty  dollars,  he  shall  have  a  trial  by  a  jury  of 
his  peers;  but,  by  this  odious  law — the  most 
abominable,  he  believed  and  hoped,  upon  the 
statute  book — his  liberty,  which  is  of  infinitely 
greater  value,  was  at  the  mercy  of  every  stupid  or 
corrupt  petty  magistrate,  whom  the  kidnapper 
could  contrive  to  cheat  or  bribe.  The  law  which 
he  wished  to  except  said  nothing  of  white  or  black; 
though,  if  it  did,  it  would  not  alter  the  principle. 
He  did  not  look  to  slaves  merely.  The  law  re- 
ferred to  all  persons  held  to  labor  and  seivice.  It 
applied  to  indentured  apprentices  as  well  as  Afri- 
can slaves;  and  were  they  willing  that  it  should 
extend  to  persons  charged  with  owing  service  in 
that  capacity.'  Men  in  a  new  community  like  that 
do  not  know  one  another,  and,  accordingly,  the 
operation  of  this  law  would  be  attended  with  pecu- 
liar danger.  A  stranger  may  come  amongst  them, 
white  or  black;  whether  a  slave,  or  free  black; 
whether  a  free  white  man,  or  an  apprentice,  is  not 
known;  but  these  laws  enable  a  person  to  come 
from  a  distant  part  of  the  country  and  claim  him. 
The  character  of  the  person  making  the  claim  may 
not  be  known  to  those  who  even  do  not  know  each 
other;  and  he  entreated  the  committee  to  consider 
if  they  would  put  such  persons  in  such  a  position .' 
He  had  not  much  expectation  that  his  amendment 
would  pass,  and  yet  he  could  see  no  reason  why 
it  should  not  have  the  support  of  every  man, 
whether  from  the  North  or  South.  He  liad  not 
now  asked  for  the  repeal  of  the  law,  for  such  a 
motion  would  not  now  be  in  order,  but  he  asked 
that  it  might  not  operate  in  that  distant  Territory, 
where  there  was  manifest  danger  of  its  working 
extreme  and  cruel  wrong.  The  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  submitted  a  proviso  to  be 
added  to  the  section  providing  that  nothing  therein 
contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  a 
citizen  of  any  of  the  States  going  there  and  taking 
with  him  his  property  of  every  description.  On 
this  amendment  he  spoke  during  his  five  minutes, 
and  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  peisons  in  Ore- 
gon ought  not  to  have  power  over  the  property  of 
the  citizens  of  the  States.  It  would  be  monstrous 
if  persons  who  do  not  own  a  single  acre  of  land 
there  should  have  the  right  to  decide  on  the  pro- 
perty of  those  who  might  desire  to  go  there.  It 
was  only  necessary  to  raise  a  question  of  that 
kind  to  make  its  absurdity  apparent.  He  hoped 
his  amendment  would  prevail.  It  was  inolTensive 
in  its  terms,  but  it  was  intended  to  reach  its  ob- 
ject. 

Mr.  CHASE  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  by  adding  the 
following: 

Frooided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  an  assumption  of  the  power,  upon  the  part  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  lo  interfere  with  the  estab- 
lishment of  slavery  in  said  Territory  ;  or  as  authorizing  the 
inhabitants  thereof,  luniiig  the  ri^lit  to  vote  by  the  provi>ions 
of  this  hill,  to  establish  or  prohibit  slavery  previous  to  an  ap- 
plication for  the  admission  of  said  Territory  into  the  Union 
as  a  sovereign  Stale. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WOODWARD  moved  to  amend  theamcnd- 
ment  of  Mr.  Hilliakd,  by  atliling  "and  holding 
the  same  under  the  protection  of  the  laws." 

Mr.  W.  made  some  observations  in  opposition 
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to  the  rifilit  to  legislate  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in 
the  Territories. 

The  ametulinenl  was  rejected. 

Mr.  TUCK  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking^  out  the  words  "  with  their  slaves  and  other 
property,  and  holding  the  same  therein,"  and  on 
this  motion  made  the  following  remarks: 

I  can  say  but  little  in  five  minutes;  but  I  de.sire, 
sir,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the 
simplicity  of  the  question  which  is  now  before  the 
country,  and  now  under  consideration  in  this 
House.  The  question  hiis  been  misrepresented, 
and  by  some  misunderstood.  It  is  alleged  that  the 
people  of  the  free  States  seek  to  impose  disabilities 
upon  the  South,  and  establish  invidious  discrim- 
inations, to  the  prejudice  and  disadvantage  of  the 
people  of  the  slaveholding  States.  But  such  is  not 
the  case.  We  are  willing  to  grant  to  them  all  the 
privileges  which  we  ask  for  ourselves.  We  are 
for  restricting  ourselves,  them,  and  everybody  else 
from  peopling  with  slaves  a  country  which  is  now 
free.  Southern  gentlemen  ask  us  to  admit  them 
to  hold  slaves  in  this  Territory.  Sir,  we  shall  not 
do  it.  We  shall  not  create  the  iniquitous  and 
hateful  power  for  one  man  to  hold  another  in  bond- 
age. If  you  demanded  of  us  to  give  you  the  power 
to  sell  your  own  children  into  bondage,  you  would 
not  complain  of  us  for  refusing.  We  shall  not  be 
one  whit  the  more  inclined  to  grant  you  power 
to  hold  the  black  man  in  bondage.  We  ask  it  not 
for  ourselves,  and  we  grant  it  not  to  you. 

Have  we  been  so  long  separated  from  our  con- 
stituents as  to  hesitate  whether  or  not  to  establish 
slavery  in  a  country  now  free  ?  If  so,  let  us  delay 
the  passage  of  this  bill  till  we  again  assemble.  Let 
the  gentlemen  of  the  slave  States  consider  whether 
their  constituents  tiemand  the  sacrifice  of  freedom 
at  their  hands.  Look  at  tlie  sentiment  of  Maryland, 
Delaware,  and  Kentucky,  before  this  fatal  step  be 
taken.  Let  the  member  from  New  York,  who 
had  just  stood  alone  in  sustaining  the  notorious 
compromise  bill,  consult  the  spirit  of  the  Empire 
State  before  he  again  records  himself  on  the  side 
of  oppression.  The  public  opinion  of  the  free 
States,  and  of  several  of  the  slave  States  also, 
emphatically  condemn  the  abominable  scheme  of 
extending  slavery  into  territory  now  free. 

A  compromise  of  this  great  question  has  been 
proposed  and  strenuously  advocated.  But,  sir,  on 
this  matter  of  human  liberty,  involving  the  most 
sacred  principles  which  can  ever  be  entertained, 
there  can  and  there  will  be  no  compromise.  The 
inhibition  of  slavery  in  Oregon,  California,  New 
Mexico,  and  all  other  territory  which  we  shall  ever 
J10SSCSS,  is  all  we  demand,  and  the  least  which  can 
ever  be  received.  No  other  compromise  will  ever 
allay  the  agitation  which  many  gentlemen  so  much 
fear. 

One  other  thing,  sir,  must  be  done  before  we 
shall  realize  that  universal  quiet  which  is  so  much 
desired :  it  is  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia.  So  lon^  as  we  are  do(jmed  to  look 
from  the  windows  of  this  Capitol  upon  a  mart  for 
trade  in  slaves,  the  most  extensive  of  any  in  the 
world,  so  long,  if  liberty  survive,  will  agitation  ex- 
ist in  the  country.  As  a  conservative  member  of 
this  House,  though  called  fanatical,  I  tell  gentle- 
men that  we  shall  not  see  any  quiet  submission 
while  we  of  the  free  States  are  compelled,  in  hum- 
ble obsequiousness  to  the  slave  power,  to  sustain 
their  peculiar  institution  in  a  District  where  Con- 
gress has  "  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  cases  what- 
soever." 

Mr.  Tuck's  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  HAYLY  made  a  pro  forma  motion,  to  enable 
him  to  re[ily  to  some  remarks  made  yesterday  by 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  SMirii,]  and 
mutual  explanations  were  made  by  both  of  these 
gentlemen. 

[Mr.  BAYLY  said  he  should  avail  himself  of  his 
ri^ht  to  make  a  five  minutes'  speech  in  explanation 
of  his  amendment,  to  reply  to  a  [loint  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [iVIr.  Smith]  on  yesterday, 
in  answer  to  some  remark.s  of  his  made  in  May 
last.  He  wished  he  had  time  to  reply  to  the  whole 
of  the  gentleman's  argument;  but,  as  he  despaired 
of  obtaining  an  o|>portunily  to  do  thai,  he  .shr)uld 
confine  himself  now  to  the  single  point  referred  to. 

On  the  occasion  to  which  he  alluded,  he  (Mr. 
B.)  had  said:  "After  the  adoption  of  the  Con.sii- 
•  intion,  in  the  purer  and  better  days  of  the  Repub- 
'  lie,  there  never  was  any  attempt  by  Congress  to 
'prohibit  slavery  in  the  Territories."  Tlie  gen- 
tleman  from   Indiana  [Mr.  S.mitu]   disputes  this 


proposition,  and  insists  that  such  an  attempt  was 
accomplished  in  the  bill  erecting  Indiana  into  a 
separate  Territory ;  and  to  sustain  himself,  he  quotes 
tlie  following  section  of  that  law: 

"  Sec.  2.  ^nd  lie  it  enacted,  That  there  shall  be  established 
within  the  said  Territory  a  government  in  all  respect-*  sim- 
ilar to  that  provided  by  the  ordinance  of  (.'ftngress  passed 
the  13tli  day  ofJuly,  1787,  lor  the  govsrnnnent  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  ;  and 
the  inhabitants  tliereof  sliiill  be  entitled  to  and  enjoy  all  and 
singular  the  rinlus,  privili  ges,  and  advaiitagLS  granted  and 
secured  to  the  people  by  said  ordinanco." 

The  gentleman  maintains  that  this  section  ex- 
tended to  the  Indiana  Territory  not  only  the  pro- 
visions of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  organizing  a 
government,  but  all  of  its  other  provisions.  But  it 
is  very  clear  that  in  this  he  is  mistaken.  The 
section  erects  in  the  Territory  a  government — a 
political  organization — in  all  respects  similar  to 
that  created  by  the  ordinance  of  1787;  but  it  does 
not  reenact  such  portions  of  the  ordinance  as  do  not 
relate  to  the  organization  of  a  body  politic.  This 
is  the  natural  and  obvious  import  of  the  language 
used;  but  if  there  could  be  any  doubt  about  it, 
other  portions  of  the  act  would  remove  it.  This 
section  itself*,  after  declaring  that  there  shall  be 
established  in  that  Territory  a  government  in  all 
respects  similar  to  that  provided  in  the  ordinance 
of  1787,  adds,  that  the  inhabitants  thereof  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  advantages 
granted  and  secured  by  that  ordinance.  Now,  if 
the  construction  the  gentleman  contends  for  is  cor- 
rect, these  last  words  were  unnecessary  and  sur- 
plusage. And  you  have  no  right  to  adopt  a  con- 
struction which  will  lead  to  such  a  result. 

Other  gentlemen  have  abandoned  the  ground  the 
gentlemen  takes,  but  they  insist  that  the  anti- 
slavery  provision  of  the  ordinance  was  extended 
to  Indiana  by  the  words  used  in  the  second  clause 
of  the  section.  This  view,  although  more  plau- 
sible, is  equally  erroneous.  The  words  used  are 
taken  from  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
where  they  have  a  technical  and  ascertained  mean- 
ing. Not  to  quote  other  cases  decided  by  the 
ablest  judges,  he  would  read  the  language  of  Mr. 
Justice  Washington  in  the  great  case  of  Corfield 
vs.  Corryall.  Referring  to  the  true  meaning  of 
these  terms  in  the  Constitution,  he  says: 

"  The  next  question  is,  whether  this  act  infringes  that  sec- 
tion of  the  L'onsiiiution  which  declares,  that  'the  citizens 
of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  im- 
munities of  ciiizens  in  the  several  Slates.' 

"  The  inquiry  is,  what  are  the  privileges  and  immunities 
of  citizens  In  the  several  States.'  We  feel  no  hesitation  in 
conlining  this  expression  to  those  privileges  and  immunities 
which  are,  in  their  walum,  fundamental;  which  belong,  of 
right,  to  thecitizeusofall  free  governments  ;  and  which  have, 
at  all  times,  been  enjoyed  bv  the  citizens  of  the  several 
States  which  compose  this  Union,  from  the  time  of  their 
becoming  free,  independent,  and  sovereign.  What  these 
fundamental  principles  are,  it  would  perhaps  be  more  tedious 
than  dilticult  to  enumerate.  They  may,  however,  be  all 
comprehended  under  the  Ibllovving  general  heads  :  Protec- 
tion by  tlic  Government ;  the  enjoyment  of  life  and  liberty, 
with  the  right  to  acquire  and  jiossssn  property  or  every  kini), 
and  to  pursue  and  obtain  happiness  and  safety;  subject, 
nevertheless,  to  such  restraints  as  the  Government  may 
justly  prescribe  for  the  general  good  of  the  wliole." 

Most  of  these  fundamental  principles  are  secured 
by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  an  1  it  is  to  them,  and 
not  to  its  "  conditions,  restrictions,  and  prohilii- 
tions,"  reference  is  made.  It  is  obvious  this  was 
the  view  of  Congress  itself,  as  its  subsequent  legis- 
lation will  show.  Mr.  B.  referred,  on  this  point, 
to  what  he  said  in  the  speech  to  which  the  gentle- 
man had  attempted  to  reply.  On  the  occasion  re- 
ferred to,  he  said: 

"  And  from  the  act  relative  to  Wisconsin  itself,  it  is  evident 
that  its  framers  diil  not  understand  the  word-*  in  question  as 
referring  to  the  article  of  the  ordinance  relative  lo  slavery  ; 
for  in  the  very  same  seetiim,  after  declaring  that '  the  inhab- 
itants of  saidTerritoryshall  be  eniilkd  to  all  the  rights,  priv- 
ilei;es,and  advantage.-!,' secured  hy  the  ordinance,  it  is  added, 
'and  shall  be  subject  lo  all  the  conditions  and  restrictions 
and  prohibitions  in  said  articles  of  compact;'  which  words 
were  unncecssary  if  the  construction  gentlemen  contend  for 
is  correct." 

In  addition  to  this,  the  acts  of  the  gentleman  him- 
self show  that  he  concurs  in  this  construction.  In 
this  bill  which  he  reported,  the  provision  in  the 
case  of  Wisconsin  is  followed,  and  not  that  con- 
tained in  the  Indiana  bill.  In  the  case  of  Iowa,  the 
solitary  precedent  set  in  the  case  of  Wisconsin  was 
departed  from,  and  a  return  made  to  the  early  prac- 
tice of  the  Government.  Mr.  B.  theiKfore  felt 
authorized  to  repeat  the  statement  which  he  had 
before  made,  that  in  no  instance  in  the  erection  of 
Territorial  GoverniTienIs,  exi-ept  in  that  ofWis- 
con.iin,  had  there  been  an  attempt  lo  exclude  sla- 
very from  the  Territories  of  the  United  Stales  since 


the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution.  The 
ordinance  of  '87  was  established  before  that  event. 
And  in  the  case  of  Wisconsin,  it  was  done  in  gen- 
eral phraseology,  which  escaped  attention  at  the 
time,'as  was  to  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  short- 
ly afterwards,  in  the  case  of  Iowa,  the  precedent 
set  was  departed  from.  He  did  not  of  course  refer 
to  the  case  of  the  Missouri  compromise.  That  was 
in  every  respect  peculiar.  But  he  would  not  repeat 
what  he  had  said  on  a  former  occasion  on  that 
point.    Mr.  B.'s  time  here  expired.] 

Mr.  VAN  DYKE  moved  to  insert  the  words 
"  with  the  exception  of  slaves."  In  support  of  his 
amendment  he  spoke  through  his  allotted  time,  and 
itisisted  that  Oregon  shoultl  remain  free  territory. 
He  asked  southern  gentlemen  why  they  would 
persist  in  putting  theinselves  in  a  wrong  position 
on  this  subject .'  He  said  the  Oregon  Territory  be- 
longed to  this  Union  when  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise was  adopted,  and  its  freedom  from  slavery 
they  claimed  as  a  right,  and  also  under  the  Mis- 
souri compromise. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to — 65  to  58. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas, replied  with  some 
warmth  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  on  an 
amendment  to  insert  the  words  "slaves  made  so 
by  conviction  for  crime."  Having  made  the  re- 
marks which  he  desired  to  offer,  he  withdrew  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  LAHM  renewed  the  amendment,  for  the 
purpose  of  addressing  some  observations  to  the 
committee,  but  he  was  ruled  out  of  order,  after 
saying  that  he  was  in  favor  of  extending  the  ordi- 
nance of  '87  to  the  Oregon  Territory. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  word  "Territory,"  and  inserting 
these  words:  "and  enjoying  there  all  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  immunities  secured  by  the  institu- 
tions and  laws  of  said  Territory." 

Mr.  S.  said:  In  the  five  years  I  have  been  here, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  never  made  a  speech  on  the 
subject  of  slavery.  I  have  given  many  votes  and 
engaged  in  much  legislation  upon  the  subject,  from 
which  my  position  as  an  advocate  for  free  institu- 
tions and  free  soil  maybe  cleaily  inferred  and 
known;  but  I  have  never  yet  definitively  presented 
my  views  to  the  House.  I  will  do  that  now;  not 
fully,  of  course,  in  these  five  minutes  you  allow 
me,  but  plainly,  as  far  as  I  can  go.  I  have  not 
been  able  to  get  the  floor  for  a  more  extended 
argument,  which  I  desired  to  make,  but  I  will 
state  briefly  the  ground  I  stand  upon.  It  is  the 
ground,  I  believe,  of  all  the  free  out-speaking  men 
of  the  North  or  free  States. 

The  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Hilliard]  affords  a  fair  occasion 
for  this.  It  is  a  direct  attempt  to  establish  slavery 
in  the  now  free  Territory  of  Oregon.  I  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  that.  While  he  only 
proposed  to  secure  to  every  citizen  of  any  of  the 
States  the  right  to  carry  his  property  to  Oregon,  I 
had  no  objection.  Whatever  his  design,  his  mo- 
tion then  was  harmless.  The  citizen  of  a  slave 
State  might  take  his  slaves  there  as  property,  and 
the  only  effect  would  have  been,  that  they  would 
thereby  become  free.  No  such  property  is  known 
in  Oregon,  and  I  trust  there  never  may  be,  nor  any 
laws  there  to  secure  it.  But  when  his  friend,  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Wood- 
ward,] came  to  his  aid,  and  suggested  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Alabama  to  modify  his  amendment  so 
as  to  provide  for  holding  this  property  when  taken 
there,  he  made  it  a  more  serious  matter.  It  then 
became  just  what  1  have  said — a  movement  to  es- 
tablish slavery  in  that  Territory. 

Now,  sir,  1  am  against  the  extension  of  slavery 
into  any  territory  now  free.  I  would  exclude  it 
by  positive  enactment  from  all  Territories  owned 
or  acquired  by  the  United  States  everywhere.  Let 
me  tell  you  briefly  why. 

A  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Thomp- 
son,] the  other  day,  said,  that  he  had  very  little 
faith  in  the  sympathy  of  northern  men  with  the 
slaves.  He  said,  he  believed  that  was  only  afl'ect- 
ation,  and  that  really  and  truly  it  was  only  a  ques- 
tion of  political  power  between  the  free  and  the 
slave  States.  Sir,  I  accept  that  issue.  Whatever 
may  be  my  other  objections  to  slavery,  I  admit 
that,  as  it  presents  itself  for  our  consideration  and 
legislation  here,  it  does  become  mainly  a  question 
of  political  power. 

I  hope  I  have  iny  fair  share  of  charity,  of  be- 
nevolence, of  universal  philanthropy.     1  trust  that 
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I  am  as  ready  as  any  man  to  sympathize  with 
those  who  are  oppressed  or  injured,  or  deprived  of 
their  natural  rights  in  any  way,  be  they  of  what 
race  or  color  they  may.  Gentlemen  from  another 
section  of  the  Union  may  even  consider  me  morbid 
in  my  views  and  feehngs  on  such  subjects — "a 
northern  finatic."  Perhaps,  considering  their 
prejudices  of  education,  as  well  as  mine,  it  is 
natural  they  should  have  that  opinion  of  me,  and 
of  those  who  think  as  1  do.  But  let  all  that  pass. 
All  I  mean  to  say  is,  that  we  are  not  liere  to  legis- 
late upon  questions  of  benevolence  and  charity,  or 
to  compare  notes  in  order  to  see  whose  philan- 
thropy is  broadest  or  most  genuine.  And  I  want 
gentlemen  from  the  South  to  know,  that  while  they 
are  pleased,  with  little  discrimination,  to  denounce 
us  all  at  the  North  as  abolitionists  and  incendiaries, 
prating  about  what  we  do  not  understand,  and 
■what  does  not  concern  us,  there  are  yet  questions 
and  consequences  purely  political  involved  in  this 
proposition  to  extend  slavery  over  the  Territories 
which  we,  in  the  free  Stales,  do  understand,  and 
well  understand. 

You  of  the  southern  States  desire  to  go  to  these 
new  Territories  and  to  carry  your  "property" 
there  freely  with  you:  that  is,  you  mean  to  carry 
your  slaves,  and  to  hold  them  there  as  slaves.  But 
we  cannot  consent  to  it.  Waiving  all  controversy 
about  sympathy  with  the  blacks  themselves,  and 
the  moral  and  social  aspects  of  the  case,  we  cannot 
agree  to  it  in  justice  to  the  rights  of  the  whites,  in 
justice  to  ourselves. 

For  one,  I  do  not  deny  that  there  is  such  a  thing 
as  property  in  slaves  and  slave  labor.  I  do  not 
say  that  it  is  right;  I  do  not  say  that  it  ought  to 
be.  But  so  it  is,  in  some  of  the  States  of  this 
Union.  It  is  not  established  by  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  That  instrument,  thank  God, 
was  intended  to  create  none  but  free  inst^itutiotis. 
But  it  exists  in  those  Stales,  either  by  municipal 
law,  or,  if  not  by  direct  enactment,  then  by  some 
unwritten  law  which,  in  various  ways,  has  had 
the  sanction  of  positive  legislation.  There  it  is; 
bui,  in  its  essential  character,  it  is  a  local  institu- 
tion, and  we  want  it  to  spread  no  further.  We  do 
not  want  this  species  of  property  taken  into  Ter- 
ritories in  the  title  to  which  we  are  interested  as 
partners  with  you.  We  are  not  willing  to  permit 
it  to  be  held  as  such  property  there,  because  it 
will  carry  with  it  certain  consequences  and  politi- 
cal advantages  which  we  can  never  agree  to. 

I  have  not  time  to  speak  of  slavery  as  an  evil  to 
the  country,  and  the  people,  and  their  institutions, 
wherever  it  is  found.  If  the  citizens  of  the  Stales 
in  which  it  exists  are  satisfied  with  it,  let  them  be 
so.  We  will  not  disturb  them  in  their  enjoyment. 
But  we  do  not  want  it  to  prevail  in  any  country 
where  we  have  a  proprietorship.  We  know  that  it 
paralyzes  the  prosperity  and  retards  the  advance- 
ment of  the  land  and  the  community  that  are  sub- 
jected to  its  influences.  These  Territories  are  our 
common  heritage,  our  joint  properly  with  you. 
We  want  them  to  prosper  and  grow,  and  we  are 
unwilling  to  subject  them  to  that  which  will  weigh 
down  and  prevent  their  prosperity  and  growth.  I 
might  enforce  this  by  reference  to  the  difference 
between  slave  and  free  States  now  in  this  Union; 
but  I  forbear.  I  do  not  desire  to  indulge  in  any 
invidious  comparisons. 

But,  sir,  regarding  this  as  a  political  question 
purely,  or  one,  if  you  will,  of  political  power,  there 
IS  a  thing  connected  with  slavery  to  which  we 
cannot  and  will  not  be  blind.  It  is  the  advantage 
in  Federal  representation  which  it  gives.  This 
much  we  do  know  in  the  free  Stales,  if  we  know 
nothing  else:  that  a  man  at  the  South  with  his 
hundred  slaves  counts  sixty-one  in  the  weight  of 
influence  and  power  upon  this  floor,  while  the  man 
at  the  North  with  his  hundred  farms  counts  but 
one.  Sir,weivant  no  more  of  tliat;  and,  with  the 
help  of  God  and  our  own  firm  purpose,  we  will 
have  no  more  of  it.  Therefore,  above  all,  it  is 
that  we  want  no  more  slave  territory.  That  is  a 
suflicient  and  conclusive  reason,  if  there  were  no 
other;  and  it  might  as  well  be  distinctly  understood 
first  as  last.  I  am  for  no  Missouri  compromise, 
nor  for  compromises  on  this  subject  of  any  char- 
acter. I  want  the  principles  of  the  great  ordinance 
of  1787,  prohibiting  slavery,  extended  over  all  the 
territory  owned  or  acquired  by  us.  I  would  to 
God  there  had  been  no  such  acquisition.  I  have 
opposed,  in  all  my  time  here,  from  the  beginning, 
every  scheme  of  annexation  and  all  forms  of  ter- 
ritorial conquest  and  extension;  but  when,  by  the 


greater  power  of  others,  such  acquisition  comes,  I 
am  determined  that  with  my  vote  there  never  shall 
come  with  it  anything  but  free  and  equal  institutions. 

Let  gentlemen  understand  us,  sir.  VVe  would 
not  interfere  with  this  institution  where  it  exists 
by  local  law;  but  we  loant  no  more  of  it.  We  are 
not,  therefore,  abolitionists.  We  abide  by  the 
Constitution.  But  we  would  curse  no  more  land; 
we  will  not  willingly  submit  to  any  more  inequal- 
ity of  rights.  This,  I  undertake  to  say,  is  northern 
sentiment — may  I  not  say  free  American  senti- 
ment ?  Right  or  wrong,  il  is  in  our  minds.  It  is 
deep  in  our  hearts.  You  will  find  it  hard  ever  to 
make  us  give  it  up. 

Sir,  shall  I  illustrate,  to  show  that  we  understand 
this  matter.'  There  is  the  district  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  who  would  amend 
so  as  to  extend  slavery  into  Oregon.  I  have  not 
consulted  the  census  to  see  how  it  may  be  in  his 
particular  case,  but  he  probably  represents  some 
five  or  six,  or  eight  thousand  voters.  Now,  there 
are  about  eighteen  thousand  voters  in  my  district 
— eighteen  thousand  free  white  male  adult  citizens. 
These  eighteen  thousand  freemen  have  one  voice 
and  one  vote — I  would  it  were  an  able  one — on  this 
floor.  The  five  thousand  or  eight  thousand  in 
South  Carolina  have  the  same.  On  every  bill  or 
resolution,  or  other  subject  of  legislation  here,  the 
eighteen  thousand  in  Ohio  can  say  aye  or  no — 
once  and  no  more — while  one-third  or  one-half 
that  number  in  South  Carolina  have  also  their  aye 
or  no.  We  do  not  complain  of  this.  1  wish  it 
were  not  so.  But  so  it  was  arranged,  so  agreed 
that  it  should  be,  by  our  fathers  when  they  framed 
the  Constitution;  and  we  will  hold  by  that  agree- 
ment in  all  good  faith,  and  submit  to  it  as  part  of 
the  price  paid  for  this  Union.  But  let  there  be  no 
more  slave  territory,  to  make  more  slave  States, 
to  give  us  more  of  this  slave  representation  and 
inequality  of  weight  in  the  councils  of  the  nation. 

Gentlemen  say,  that  when  the  people  of  these 
new  Territories  come  to  form  State  constitutions, 
they  will  have  the  power  to  establish  slavery  or 
exclude  it  at  their  pleasure.  Well,  sir,  I  am  one 
that  does  not  deny  that  power.  I  admit  that  they 
may  establish  slavery  for  themselves  then,  when 
they  come  to  make  their  own  organic  and  munici- 
pal laws;  when  they  advance  beyond  their  state 
of  political  pupilage,  and  set  up  for  themselves  as 
of  full  age.  But  that  is  only  another  reason  for 
insisting  on  the  exclusion  of  slavery  now,  when 
we  have  the  power  and  the  right  to  legislate  for 
such  territory,  and  when  it  is  our  duty  to  do  it 
wisely.  I  do  not  stop  to  argue  that  newly-discov- 
ered and  strange  doctrine  that  Congress  has  no 
such  power  of  legislation  for  the  Territories.  It  is 
rather  late  in  our  history,  and  in  the  history  of  all 
legislation  on  this  subject,  for  that  modern  ab- 
surdity to  take  much  hold  on  the  public  mind. 
But  I  say,  make  free  territory,  and  then  we  shall 
have  free  States  made  out  of  that  territory.  Ex- 
clude slavery  while  the  territory  and  the  people 
are  under  our  jurisdiction,  and  then,  when  they 
are  prepared  to  make  their  constitution  and  apply 
for  admission  into  the  Union,  they  will  continue 
that  exclusion  themselves.  Give  them  the  expe- 
rience of  free  institutions,  and  that  will  be  our  best 
assurance  that,  when  they  have  the  power,  they 
will  continue  such  institutions. 

But  while  the  subject  opens  before  me,  I  find  my 
time  is  nearly  gone.  One  common  and  specious 
reply  to  this  protest  against  carrying  slavery  into 
the  Territories  I  must  try,  however,  to  notice.  It 
is  said  that  extending  slavery  there  will  not  in- 
crease the  Federal  representation  based  upon  slave 
property;  that  there  will  be  no  more  slaves  in 
number,  but  they  will  only  be  spread  out  more 
thinly  over  greater  space.  If  that  were  true,  it 
would  not  take  away  the  objection,  that  by  the 
creation  of  new  -slave  States  you  give  them  still  an 
advantage  in  the  Senate.  But  it  is  not  true. 
Whenever  you  open  up  new  fields  to  be  occupied 
by  slave  labor,  and  extend  its  area  over  a  wider 
space,  you  establish  new  markets  for  slave  prop- 
erty, and  increase  its  value  in  the  States  where  it 
now  exists;  and  when  you  thus  increase  its  value, 
you  promote  an  increase  of  the  number  of  slaves. 
Early  marriaf!;es  among  them  will  be  encouraged; 
they  will  be  cared  for  as  a  marketable  commodity, 
and  the  very  advantage  of  this  outlet  for  them  will, 
by  all  the  laws  of  population  and  subsistence,  add 
to  their  number.  It  is  so  of  men  as  it  is  of  cattle 
or  other  animals,  or  else  all  the  political  economists 
are  mistaken.     Fur  these  reasons,  then,  and  for 


more,  if  I  could  state  them,  I  am  utterly  and  for- 
ever oppoaed  to  your  carrying  slavery  into  any 
Territory  where  my  vote  can  prevent  it. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (to  insert,  "shall  enjoy 
all  rights,  privileges,  immunities,"  &c.,)  and  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  STANTON  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
but  the  motion  did  not  carry. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  amendment  as 
amended,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PETTIT,  after  a  pro  forma  motion  to  strike 
out  the  word  "  resolved,"  asked  that  an  extract 
from  a  speech  of  Governor  McDowell,  delivered 
at  Richmond,  be  read  as  his  speech. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  raised  a  question  of  order. 
The  speech  was  not  germane  to  the  amendment. 

After  a  brief  conversation,  the  amendment  was 
ruled  out  of  order.  Mr.  Pettit  took  an  appeal, 
but  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  moved,  as  a  substitute  for  the 
amendment  as  amended,  the  following: 

And  inasmuch  as  all  of  said  Territory  lies  nortli  of  36° 
30',  conirnotijy  called  the  Missouri  compromise  line,  and  as 
a  departure  from  the  principles  of  that  compromise  recently 
recognized  in  the  annexation  of  Texas,  might  produce  un- 
fortunate results,  affecting  injuriously  the  peace  and  harmony 
of  this  Union,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  it  is  lieiehy  en- 
acted, that  slavery,  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  for 
crime,  shall  not  exist  in  said  Territory. 

After  an  attempt  by  Mr.  RUMSEY  to  amend, 
and  by  Mr.  COLLAMER  to  have  the  question 
divided,  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Duncan  was  neg- 
atived. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  having  offered 
an  amendment  pro /orma,  proceeded  to  say  that 
the  South  had  contended  for  the  constitutional  right 
of  her  citizens  to  emigrate  to  the  Territories  with 
their  property,  and  the  error  into  which  northern 
gentlemen  were  continually  falling,  was  in  attempt- 
ing to  discriminate  between  slave  and  other  prop- 
erty. The  Constitution  made  no  such  discrimina- 
tion, and  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
do  so.  Mr.  B.  said  his  principal  object  in  rising 
at  this  time,  was  to  correct  an  error  very  common 
among  northern  politicians,  and  into  which  the 
remarkably  astute  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Schenck]  had  just  fallen.  That  gentleman  had 
stated,  with  great  earnestness  and  apparent  candor, 
that  the  slave  States  had  an  undue  or  dispropor- 
tionate political  influence  in  this  House,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  slave  population  within  their  limits. 
Exactly  the  converse  of  this  proposition  was  true. 
The  slave  States  lose  political  influence,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  slaves  within  their  limits.  In  the 
gentleman's  State,  as  in  all  the  free  States,  the 
entire  population,  white  and  black,  were  enumera- 
ted, and  all  were  taken  into  the  account  in  fixing 
the  ratio  of  representation.  A  free  negro  in  Ohio 
counted  as  much  as  a  white  man,  in  the  general 
enumeration  of  her  population,  and  so  he  did  in 
Mississippi,  and  in  every  other  State;  but  how 
was  it  with  slaves.'  Under  the  Constitution,  two- 
fifths  of  the  whole  number  were  excluded ,  the  rule 
being  to  compute  the  whole  number  of  free  per- 
sons, including  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term 
of  years, and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  and  then 
add  three-fifths  of  all  other  persons,  in  other  words, 
slaves.  Now,  what  was  the  practical  operation 
of  this  rule.'  Certainly  not  to  increase  our  power 
and  influence  here.  In  his  (Mr.  B.'s)  State,  a 
little  over  one-half  of  the  whole  population  were 
slaves.  Of  these,  two-fifths  are  excluded  in  fixing 
the  ratio  of  representation.  Two-tenths  of  the 
entire  population  are  left  out  of  the  enumeration, 
and  our  political  influence  diminished  by  that 
amount,  and  yet  the  gentleman  stands  up  here  and 
misleads  the  public  mind,  by  asserting  that  slavery 
increases  the  ])olitical  power  of  the  South. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.  Does  the  gentleman  repre- 
sent the  slaves  in  his  district? 

Mr.  BROWN.  1  represent  three-fifths  of  them; 
the  other  two-fifths  have  no  representative. 

Mr.  SCHENCK.     Do  the  slaves  vote? 

Mr.  BROWN.  Certainly  not:  nor  do  the  women 
and  children.  Yet  women  and  children  are  inclu- 
ded in  the  enumeration,  and  are  represented.  The 
free  negroes  in  the  gentleman's  district  do  not  vote, 
yet  they  are  all  counted  in  fixing  the  ratio  of  rep- 
resentation. The  gentleman  represents  all  the 
negroes  in  his  district,  though  they  do  nvit  vote. 
I  only  represent  </irfc-fifths  of  the  negro  slaves  in 
my  district,  and  the  political  power  of  the  district 
to  the  extent  of  the  remaining  two-fifths  is  dimin- 
ished. 
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Mr.  SCHENCK.  Do  you  not  represent  them 
as  inoperty  ? 

Mr.  IJIIOWN.  I  cannot  allow  the  gentleman 
to  chancre  the  issue.  Does  he  not  regard  them  as 
people — as  population  7  Set  tliem  free,  and  you  do 
not  increase  thereby  their  civil  rights,  but  you 
would  give  them  their  full  weight  in  representa- 
tion. At  present  they  have  a  mixed  character: 
they  are  property,  it  is  true;  but,  then,  they  are 
persons.  By  the  laws  of  the  land,  they  may  com- 
mit crimes,  and  crimes  may  be  committed  against 
them.  It  is  murder  unlawfully  and  wickedly  to 
kill  a  slave;  and  if  a  slave  maliciously  slay  a  while 
man,  or  a  fellow-slave,  he  is  guilty  of  murder.  In 
this  and  in  many  other  respect.^,  slaves  are  per- 
sons. The  gentleman  regards  them  as  persons  in 
all  respects;  and  seeing  two-fifths  of  these  persons 
excluded  fi'om  rei)resentation  on  this  floor,  he  yet 
complains  that  our  influence  is  increased  in  conse- 
quence of  our  slave  population.  Suppose  there  to 
be  five  millions  of  slaves  in  the  United  States,  (we 
all  know  there  are  not  so  many  by  great  odds,) 
three  millions  enter  into  the  computation  and  are 
represented  on  this  floor.  Set  them  all  free,  and 
the  whole  five  millions  would  come  in,  and  our 
influence  and  power  be  thereby  increased  by  the 
additional  two  millions.  But  without  special  legis- 
hxtion  for  that  purpose,  free  men  of  color  would 
not  have  the  right  to  vote  any  more  than  slaves 
have  that  right.  The  civil  and  political  rights  of 
the  negro  are  not  increased  by  the  mere  act  of  set- 
ting hirn  free.  He  may  rise  by  mere  possibility 
in  the  scale  of  social  importance;  but  the  chances 
are,  that  in  the  course  of  three  or  four  generations 
he  will  relapse  into  his  original  position,  and  be- 
come little  else  than  a  degraded  animal. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  now,  by  common  consent, 
withdrew  his  amendrnent. 

Mr.  PETTIT  moved  that  the  committee  rise. 
Lo.<!t. 

Mr.  CRISFIELD  moved  to  strike  out  the  12th 
Bection  as  amended;  but  it  was  negatived:  Ayes 
65,  noes  94. 

In  the  13th  section,  Mr.  VINTON  moved  to 
strike  out  fi,.5,000  in  the  clause  for  Government 
buildings,  and  insert  $10,000. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  admitted  that  ^5,000 
was  too  small  a  sum  for  permanent  public  build- 
ings; but  as  yet  the  permanent  seat  of  government 
could  not  be  known,  and  $5,000  was  amply  sufli- 
cient  for  such  as  were  at  present  needed. 

Mr.  VINTON  withdrew  his  amendinent. 

Mr.  VAN  DYKE  moved  that  the  committee 
rise. 

Mr.  VINTON  remonstrated.  He  hoped  no 
Whig  would  be  found  unwilling  to  go  on  with  the 
public  business. 

In  the  15th  section,  Mr.  VINTON  moved  an 
amendment  limiting  the  sum  to  be  received  by  the 
Delegate  of  the  Territory  as  mileage  for  attendance 
during  one  sessiotp  in  Congress  to  $1,500.  Unless 
some  limit  should  be  fixed,  he  would  be  entitled 
under  the  existing  law  to  no  man  knew  how  much; 
some  .said  $16,000. 

Mr.  COBB  warmly  opposed  this  amendment. 
He  moved  to  strike  it  out,  and  to  substitute  for  it 
a  declaration  that  the  Delegate  should  receive  no 
more  than  he  should  be  entitled  to  receive  under 
existing  laws.  The  law  of  mileage  ought  to  be 
revised;  but  in  the  mean  while  no  dillerence  ought 
to  be  made  between  the  Delegate  from  Oregon  and 
any  other. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  members'  mileage  had  been 
restricted  to  $1,000. 

Mr.  COBB  said  it  was  true  such  a  clause  had 
been  inserted  in  the  civil  atid  diplomatic  bill,  but 
it  was  well  known  that  the  Senate  would  strike  it 
out.  He  went  for  dispensing  equal  justice  to  all. 
Let  the  Delegate  feel,  when  he  appeared  here,  that 
he  stood  on  an  equal  footing  with  all  the  rest. 

Mr.  BIIODHLAD  moved  to  limit  the  sum  to 
$2,500. 

This  was  agreed  to. 

'i'hc  amendnv-nt  as  thus  amended  was  agreed 
to:  Ayes  77,  noes  not  counted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROOT,  the  Governor  was 
required  to  give  sixty  days'  notice  by  proclamation 
of  the  time  and  places  of  holding  the  election  for 
a  Delegate  to  Congres.s. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MULLIN,  a  proviso  was  in- 
Herled  restricting  the  Legislature  to  the  passage  of 
laws  not  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  refusing  the  right  of  action 
undrr  such  as  were  not. 


In  the  18th  section,  Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri, 
moved  an  amendment  granting  to  every  liead  of  a 
family  over  eighteen  years  of  age  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  the  public  lands,  or  to  every 
on^^  who  had  legally  declared  his  intention  to  be 
naturalized. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  said  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  had  reported  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  explained.  A  bill  had  been 
prepared  and  reported,  and  was  ready  to  be  acted 
on,  extending  the  whole  land  system  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  and  making  pro- 
vision for  all  these  cases. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

In  the  20th  section,  Mr.  HUNT  said  he  had 
been  directed  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce  to 
move  amendments,  which  he  read,  as  follows: 

Sec.  H.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  Thai  all  tlie  ports,  har- 
bors:, siiores,  aiid  waters  ol'  ihe  niaiiilaml  of  the  'i'errilory 
aforesaid,  snail  coiisiitute  a  culleciioii  district,  to  be  called 
the  district  of  Oregon;  and  a  port  of  entry  shall  be  estab- 
lished at  Astoria,  near  ihe  mouth  of  the  Coluiiihia  river,  and 
a  collei;lor  of  customs  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Pre^ident,  by 
and  wall  the  advice  and  consent  of  ihe  tieiiate,  to  reside  at 
such  port  of  entry. 

Sec.  ^2.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  President  of 
the  United  States  he,  and  lie  is  hereliy,  authorized  to  estab- 
lish such  ports  of  delivery  in  the  district  created  by  ihis  act, 
not  exceeding  two  in  iiumhur,  (oneof  vvliicli  shall  lie  located 
at  Nisqually,)  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  and  may  appoint, 
byjaiid  uiih  ihe  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  surveyors 
to  reside  thereat. 

SEC.ai.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  collector  of 
said  district  shall  be  allowed  a  compensation  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  per  annum,  and  the  fees  allowed  by  law;  and 
the  compensation  of  any  surveyor  appointed  in  pursuance 
of  this  act  shall  not  exceed  live  hundred  dollars  per  annum, 
iiicliiiling  in  said  sum  the  fees  allowed  by  law;  and  the 
amount  collected  by  any  of  said  surveyors  for  fees  in  any 
one  year  exceeding  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  shall 
be  accounted  for  and  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  24.  ^iid  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  revenue  laws 
of  the  United  Slates  be,  and  are  hereby,  e.\tended  over  Uie 
Territory  of  Oregon. 

Sec.  2.3.  Jiiid.be  it  farther  eiiactcd,  That  the  sum  of  ten 
thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  siune  is  hereby,  appropriated, 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated, to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  lor  Uie  construction  of  liglit-lioMses  at  Cape 
Disappointment  and  New  Dunginess ;  and  for  the  construc- 
tion and  anchorage  of  the  requisite  number  of  buoys,  to  in- 
dicate the  channels  at  the  niuutli  of  the  Columbia  nvei,and 
the  appi  oaelies  to  the  harbor  of  Astoria,  the  said  buoys  to  be 
placed  and  anchored  under  the  direction  of  such  person  as 
the  Secretary  of  the  'I'reasury  shall  appoint. 

The  amendments  were  opposed  by  Mr.  FICK- 
LIN,  and  were  then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York,  moved  that  so  much 
of  the  act  as  related  to  appointments  to  be  made 
by  the  President  and  Senate  should  lake  elfect  im- 
mediately, and  the  residue  in  six  months;  but  it 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  MEADE  moved  an  additional  section,  pro- 
hibiting the  Territorial  Legislature  from  passing 
any  act  proliibiting  the  immigration  of  free  people 
of  color. 

Mr.  EICKLIN  moved  to  amend  it  by  prohibit- 
ing the  admission  of  free  negroes. 

Both  amendments  were  rejected. 

Mr.  iVIcCLliRNAND  moved  to  strike  out  all 
after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  the  Senate's 
compromise  bill. 

The  motion  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  appealed,  but  the  decision 
of  tlie  Chair  was  sustained:  Ayes  102;  noes  not 
counted. 

[Great  uproar  and  confusion.] 

Mr.  CABELL  moved  a  sub&titute  for  the  whole 
bill. 

Mr.  ROOT  objected,  because  the  substitute  pro- 
vided for  California  and  New  Mexico  as  well  as 
Oregon. 

I'hc  reading  of  Mr.  Cabell's  substitute  was 
further  proceeding,  when — 

Mr.  l-'ARAN  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  and 
said  that  it  had  already  been  read  far  enough  to 
make  it  evident  that  it  propowed  a  government  for 
the  three  Territories,  while  the  bill  before  the  com- 
mittee was  for  the  government  of  Oregon.  He 
therefore  insisted  that  the  substilulc  was  irrelevant 
and  out  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN  sustained  the  point,  and  ruled 
the  substitute  out  of  order. 

The  amendmeiits  having  been  gone  through 
with — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WENTWORTH,  the  com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  the  bill  and  ainendinenis 
to  the  House. 

And  the  question  being  first  on  concurring  in  the 
amendments  of  the  committee,  and  then  on  the  en- 
grossment— 


Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  demanded  the  jirevious 
question,  which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  ques- 
tion was  ordered;  pending  which — 

On  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITION. 
The  following  petition  was  presented  under  the  rule,  and 
referred  : 

By  Mr.  FREEDLEV:  Remonstance  of  citizens  of  the 
county  of  Delaware,  Pennsylvania,  against  the  passage  of 
the  compromise  act  for  establishing  Territorial  Goveinnients 
in  Oregon,  California,  and  New  Mexico. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  ^^ugust  1,  1S48. 
Mr.  STURGEON  presented  a  petition  from 
James  Harrington,  asking  to  be  indemnified  for 
loss  of  time  and  expenses  during  illness  contracted 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  FELCH  presented  documents  in  relation  to 
the  claim  of  Noyes. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Sha;fter, 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  BALDWIN,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  claim  of  Littleton 
D.  Teackie. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Select  Committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  resolution  relating  to  the 
publication  of  the  result  of  the  late  exploring  ex- 
pedition of  J.  C.  Fremont,  made  an  elaborate  report; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GREENE, 

Resolved,  That  tlie  Committee  on  Printing  lie  authorizad 
to  deliver  to  Dr.  E-py  his  report  on  meteorology,  to  make 
such  additions  thereto  as  he  may  deem  proper,  and  then  by 
him  to  be  returned. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  reported  a  bill  to  grant  to  the  State 
of  Wisconsin  the  military  reservation  of  Fort 
Winnebago,  in  that  State,  without  amendment. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  30th  of  June,  1849. 

The  second  amendment  giving  four  watchmen 
to  the  Northeast  Executive  Building  instead  of 
three,  and  adding  $365  to  the  appropriation,  was 
agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment>was  to  strike  out  the  fol- 
lowing items: 

For  the  collection  of  agricultural  statistics,  and  other  pur- 
poses, $3,500;  which  several  sums,  amounting  in  the  wiiole 
to  $6,81)0,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Patent  fund. 

For  defraying  the  expenses  of  chemical  analyses  of  vege- 
table substances,  produced  and  used  for  the  food  of  man  and 
animals  in  Ihe  United  States,  to  be  expended  under  the 
direction  of  the  Coininisf^ioner  of  Paients,  $1,U0();  the  said 
sum  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Patent  fund. 

Mr.  BADGER  wished  to  know  why  it  was  pro- 
posed to  strike  out  these  items.'' 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  he  thought  these  things 
would  be  better  done  by  individuals  and  scientific 
societies  than  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment, as  he  thought  the  mania  for  purchasing 
books  and  book-making  required  to  be  checked. 
He  thought,  too,  that  the  Commissioner  had  enough 
to  do  without  meddling  with  these  matters,  and 
with  which  the  Government  ought  not  to  connect 
itself. 

Mr.  BADGER  could  not  agree  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  this  amendment.  He  thought  it  quite  as 
important  to  expend  a  little  on  agricultural  objects 
as  on  geographical  explorations. 

Mr.  KING  was  against  these  expenditures, and 
would  vote  for  the  amendment.  He  said  the  cost 
of  publishing  the  history  of  the  exploring  expe- 
dition was  $140,000.  Where  were  wc  to  stop.' 
He  was  not  aware  of  any  information  of  value  be- 
ing derived  from  these  agricultural  works. 

Mr.  HALE  said  he  sliould  move  to  strike  out 
the  items  for  the  exploring  expedition,  when  we 
reached  them. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  said  we  ex- 
pended a  great  deal  of  money  in  making  discover- 
ies; and  those  works  which  we  are  publishing  are 
unprofitable  speculations  for  the  Government.  He 
did  not  see,  however,  that  this  objeciion  which  had 
been   raised    to  expensive  publicatioiiB   ought   to 
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apply  to  the  collection  of  agricultural  statistics. 
He  referred  to  the  report  from  the  Patent  Office, 
made  at  this  session,  as  more  valuable,  and  less 
burdened  with  trash,  than  the  reports  which  had 
preceded  it. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  referred  to  the  exploration  of 
the  Dead  Sea  which  was  in  progress,  stating  that 
it  was  undertaken  by  the  officers  of  a  provision 
ship  which  our  Government  lind  found  it  necessary 
to  station  in  the  Mediterranean,  who  had  obtained 
leave  of  absence  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  that 
interesting  part  of  the  country. 

Mr.  BUTLER  said  he  should  vote  against  all 
these  scliemes. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  said  he  was  in  favor  of  col- 
lecting statistics,  but  he  was  opposed  to  the  publi- 
cation of  books.  He  did  not  like  book-farming, 
liaving  never  found  that  farmers  who  farmed  from 
books  were  good  for  anything. 

Mr.  DOWNS  thought  this  effort  at  retrench- 
ment was  beginning  at  the  wrong  end:  it  was  com- 
mencing with  stopping  the  only  book  in  which  the 
people  took  any  interest.  We  take  a  different  view 
of  this  subject  from  that  taken  by  the  people,  who 
complain  more  loudly  of  our  long  speeches,  which 
keep  us  in  session  eight  months  out  of  twelve,  than 
of  the  appropriation  of  a  little  money  for  the  pub- 
lication of  useful  works.  Our  system  is  founded 
on  the  principle  that  the  people  must  have  light. 

Mr.  NILES  regarded  this  business  of  protecting 
agriculture  as  not  belonging  to  the  legitimate  duties 
of  Government,  in  its  legislative  action:  it  belongs 
to  the  people  and  the  Slates.  If  it  does  belong  to 
Government,  we  are  too  inoperative:  we  ought  to 
have  a  proper  bureau  and  competent  professors. 
He  remarked  on  the  imperfection  of  everything 
done  b))-  Congress  in  the  way  of  collecting  statis- 
tics, and  thought  we  had  better  3top  short.  But  if 
we  were  to  go  on  with  the  system  of  enlightening 
the  country,  it  would  be  as  well  to  publish  those 
valuable  primary  books  which  are  useful  for  edu- 
cation, and  are  eagerly  sought  after  throughout  the 
•whole  country,  by  parents  and  teachers. 

The  question  was  divided;  and  the  question  was 
first  taken  on  the  part  relating  to  the  agricultural 
statistics,  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Bell,  Bentnn,  Bradbury,  But- 
ler, Calhoun,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Hale,  Hunter,  King,  Lewis, 
Mason,  Metcalfe,  Niles,  Turney,  and  Yulee — 17. 

NAYS— Messrs,  Allen,  Atchison,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bor- 
land, Clarke,  Clayton,  Corvvin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts, 
Dayton,  Dodge,  Douglas,  Downs,  Felch,  Fitzgerald,  Foote, 
Greene,  Hannegan,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Mangiim,  Miller,  Phelps, 
Busk,  Sebastian,  Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Underwood,  Upham, 
Walker,  and  Westcott— 33. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  second 
branch  of  the  amendment,  which  was  agreed  to. 

An  amendment  appropriating  the  sum  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  for  the  purchase  of  scientific  works 
for  the  Patent  Office,  and  of  three  hundred  dollars 
for  the  librarian,  payable  out  of  the  Patent  Office 
fund,  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  re- 
duction of  five  hundred  dollars  in  the  salary  of  the 
First  Comptroller. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  briefly  defended  the  amend- 
ment, on  the  ground  that  the  present  moment, 
when  the  duties  were  more  arduous  than  usual, 
was  most  inappropriate  for  a  reduction  of  salaries. 

Mr.  BADGER  also  defended  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  re- 
duction of  five  hundred  dollars  from  the  salary  of 
the  Second  Comptroller;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment,  inserting  six  instead  of 
three  additional  clerks  in  the  office  of  the  Second 
Comptroller,  was  agreed  to. 

All  the  other  amendments,  striking  out  the  re- 
ductions of  salaries  introduced  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  were  agreed  to. 

EXECUTIVE  SESSION. 
At  one  o'clock,  the  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
RUSK,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Execu- 
tive business;  and  the  doors  remained  closed  until 
near  three  o'clock,  when  tiiey  were  reopened. 
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The  following  business  took  place  in  the  Senate 
after  the  galleries  were  cleared,  and  before  the 
Senate  Chamber  doors  were  shut: 

The  joint  resolution  from  the  House  appointing 
a  joint  committee  of  three  from  each  House  to  de- 
vise some  mode  for  the  reporting  of  the  proceed- 
ings and  debates  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
was  taken  up  and  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Benton, 
Rusk,  and  Clayton,  were  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives giving  the  thanks  of  Congress  to  the  officers, 
sailors,  and  marines  of  the  United  States  navy,  for 
their  efficient  cooperation  and  services  in  the  late 
war  with  Mexico,  was  considered  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  after  having  been  read  a  third 
time,  the  question  being  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  HALE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered,  and  the  vote  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Badger,  Bell, 
Borland,  Bradbury,  Butler,  Clarkfi,  Clayton,  Dayton,  Dickin- 
son, Dix,  Douglas,  Downs,  Fitzgerald,  Greene,  Houston, 
Hunter,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King, 
Lewis,  Manguni,  Mason,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Niles,  Rusk,  Se- 
bastian, Spruance,  Turney,  Underwood,  Upham,  Walker, 
Westcitt,  and  Yulee — 37. 
NAY— Mr.  Hale— L 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  joint  resolution  granting  to  the 
.Taclcson  Monument  Association  the  cannon  taken 
by  General  .Tackson  in  his  campaigns,  for  the  con- 
struction of  his  monument.  Mr.  D.  pressed  on 
the  Senate  immediate  action  on  the  resolution, 
which  was  yielded,  and  the  resolution  passed. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  on  the  eve  of  adjournment 
this  evening,  was  indul2;ed,  through  the  courtesy 
of  the  presiding  officer,  in  introducing-,  out  of  time, 
a  bill  to  cede  the  Everglades  of  Florida  to  that 
State;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

After  the  doors  were  reopened — 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  to  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropria- 
tion bill,  when.all  the  amendments  of  the  commit- 
tee were  agreed  to,  with  the  exception  of  the 
following  items,  which  were  passed  by  as  likely 
to  meet  with  opposition: 

The  proviso  relating  to  a  captain  of  the  navy 
being  appointed  to  the  Bureau  of  Provisions  and 
Clothing.  Jt^ 

That  relating  to  fhe  appropriation  of  $50,000  for 
the  payment  of  claims  of  the  Spanish  Government 
against  the  United  States. 

That  relating  to  the  item  of  s|30,000  for  the  pur- 
chase of  one  or  more  bridges  over  the  Eastern 
Branch,  to  be  made  free  of  "toll;  and  that  relating 
to  the  extension  of  the  appropriation  from  $65,000 
to  $115,000  relating  to  surveys  in  Michigan,  Wis- 
consin, and  Iowa,  and  private  claims  in  Florida. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUSK,  the  bill  was  further 
amended  so  as  to  place  the  assistant  Postmaster 
Generals  on  the  same  footing  as  Auditors  of  the 
Treasury  by  increasing  their  salaries  ^500  each. 

Several  other  amendments  offered  were  adopted; 
when — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TURNEY,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wednesday,  August  2,  1848. 

The  Journal  ofyesterday  was  read^nd  approved. 

Mr.  McClelland  obtained  the  floor,  but 
yielded  it  to — 

Mr.  BURT,  who  observed  that  a  message  had 
been  received  from  the  President  containing  in- 
formation called  for  by  the  House  in  regard  to  the 
number  of  Indians,  &c.  If  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  intended  to  call 
up  the  army  appropriation  bill,  it  was  important, 
nay  almost  indispensable,  that  this  message  and 
the  documents  accompanying  it  should  be  before 
the  House  when  they  acted  on  that  bill.  He  would 
therefore  propose  that  by  general  consent  that 
message  should  now  be  taken  up,  and,  with  the  ac- 
companying documents,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  there  were  upon  his 


table  two  Executive  messages  which  had  been 
received  prior  to  this  one,  besides  many  bills  from 
the  Senate.  Was  it  the  pleasure  of  the  House  now 
to  dispose  of  them? 

Mr.  STEPHENS  wanted  to  know  what  this 
last  message  contained .' 

Mr.  BURT  explained  that  it  related  to  the  num- 
ber of  Indians  in  Oregon  and  otherTerritories,  &c,, 
and  the  requisite  military  force  that  would  incon- 
sequence be  I'cquired  to  be  retained  when  the  army 
should  be  reduced. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  said  he  had  no  objection  that 
this  message  should  be  taken  up  and  considered; 
but  if  th«  motion  was  understood  to  include  the 
peace  message,  he  should  object. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  did  not;  and  he 
then  laid  before  the  House  the  following  message: 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales: 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  17th  instant,  requesting  the  President"  to  coin- 
'municate  (if  notinconsistentwith  the  public  interest)  copies 
'of  all  instructions  given  to  the  Hon.  Ambrose  H.  Sevier  and 
'Nathan  Clifford,  commissioners  appointed  to  conduct  ne- 
'  gotiations  for  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  lately  concluded 
'  between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico,"  I 
have  to  state  that  in  my  opinion  it  would  be  "inconsistent 
with  the  public  interest"  to  give  publicity  to  these  instruc- 
tions at  the  present  time.  I'avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to 
observe,  that  as  a  general  rule,  applicable  to  all  our  import- 
ant negotiations  with  foreign  Powers,  it  could  not  fail  to  ha 
prejudicial  to  the  public  interest  to  publish  the  instructions  to 
our  ministers  until  some  time  had  elapsed  after  the  conclu- 
sion of  such  negotiations.  In  the  present  case,  the  object 
of  the  mission  oV  our  commissioners  to  Mexico  has  been  ac- 
conjplished.  The  treaty,  as  amended  by  the  Senate  of  tho 
United  States,  has  been  ratified,  the  ratifications  have  been 
exchanged,  and  the  treaty  has  been  proclaimed  as  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land.  No  contingency  occurred  which 
made  it  either  necessary  or  proper  for  our  commissioners' 
to  enter  upon  any  negotiations  with  the  Mexican  Govern- 
ment, further  than  to  urge  upon  that  Government  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty  in  its  amended  form. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 
Washington,  July  29,  1848. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  also  before  the  House  the 
following  message: 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  containing  the  information  called  for  by  the  resolution 
of  the  House  oi'  Representatives  of  the  17tli  July,  1848,  in 
relation  to  the  number  of  Indians  in  Oregon,  California,  and 
New  Mexico,  the  number  of  military  posts,  the  number  of 
troops  which  will  be  required  in  each,  and  "  the  whole 
military  force  which  should  constitute  the  peace  establish- 
ment." 

I  have  seen  no  reason  to  change  the  opinion  expressed  in 
my  message  to  Congress  of  the  6th  July,  1848,  transmitting 
the  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico,  that  "  the  old  army,  as  it 
'  existed  before  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  Mexico, 
'especially  if  authority  bo  given  to  fill  up  the  rank  and  file 
'of  the  several  corps  to  the  maximum  number  authorized 
'during  the  war,  will  be  a  sufficient  force  to  be  retained  in 
'service  during  a  period  of  peace."  The  old  army  consists 
offifteen  regiments.  By  the  actof  13th  May,  1846,  the  Pres- 
ident was  authorized  by  voluntary  enlistments  to  increase 
the  number  of  privates  "  in  each  or  any  of  the  companies  of 
'the  existing  regiments  of  dragoons,  artillery,  and  infantry, 
'to  any  nurnber  not  exceeding  one  hundred,"  and  to  '■  re- 
'  duce  the  same  to  sixty-four  when  the  exigencies  requin'n'j; 
'  the  present  increase  shall  cease."  Should  this  act  rem.nin 
in  force,  the  maximum  number  of  the  rank  and  file  of  Sie 
army  authorized  by  it  would  be  over  16.000  men,  exclusive 
of  officers.  Should  the  authority  conferred  by  this  act  be 
continued,  it  would  depend  on  the  exigencies  of  the  service 
whether  the  number  of  the  rank  and  file  should  be  increased, 
and  if  so,  to  what  amoiuit  beyond  the  minimum  number  of 
sixty-four  privates  to  a  company.  Allowing  sixty-four  pri- 
vates to  a  company,  the  army  would  be  over  10,000  men, 
exclusive  of  commissioned  and  non-commissioned  officers, 
a  rmmber  which  it  is  believed  will  be  sufficient;  but,  iis  a 
precautionary  measure,  it  is  deemed  expedient  tlint  ihe  Ex- 
ecutive should  possess  the  power  of  increasing  the  streu^'th 
of  the  respective  corps,  should  the  exigencies  of  the  service 
be  such  as  to  require  it.  Should  these  exigencies  not  call 
for  such  increase,  the  discretionary  power  given  by  the  act 
to  the  PrcsiilCTit  will  not  be  exercised. 

It  will  be  seen,  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  AVar, 
that  a  portion  of  the  forces  will  be  employed  in  Oregon,  New 
Mexico,  and  Upper  California,  a  portion  for  the  protection 
of  the  Texas  frontier,  adjoining  the  i\Iexican  possessions, 
and  bordering  on  the  territory  occupied  by  the  Indian  tribes 
within  her  limits.  After  detailing  the  force  necessary  for 
these  objects,  it  is  believed  a  sullicient  number  of  tri)ops 
will  remain  to  afford  security  and  protection  lo  our  Indian 
frontier  in  the  west  and  imrtliwest,  and  to  occupy,  with 
sufficient  garrisons,  the  posts  on  our  northern  and  Atlantic 
borders.  I  have  no  reason  at  present  to  believe  that  any  in- 
crease of  the  number  of  regiments  or  corps  will  be  required 
during  a  period  of  peace.         ,  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  Jluf^ist  1,  1648., 
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Referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House  a 
communication  from  the  Commissioner  of  tlie 
General  Land  OtTice,  enclosing  a  map  of  the  esti- 
mated surface  of  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States,  north  and  west  of  the  res;uiarly  organized 
3tates  of  the  Union,  compiled  from  Tanner's  large 
map  of  North  America,  and  Disturnell's  map  of 
Mexico,  published  in  New  York  in  1847,  and  on 
which  is  represented  the  parallel  of  36°  30'  north 
latitude.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Engra- 
ving. 

SENATE  BILLS,  ETC. 
Senate  bills  of  the  following  titles  were  taken 
up,  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
appropriate  committees: 

A  bill  to  carry  into  effect  certain  provisions  in 
the  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  China 
and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  giving  certain  judicial 
powers  to  ministers  and  consuls  of  the  United 
Statee.  in  those  countries. 

A  bill  for  giving  effect  to  certain  treaty  stipula- 
tions between  this  and  foreign  Governments  for 
the  apprehension  and  delivering  up  of  certain  of- 
fenders. 

A  bill  to  modify  the  4th  clause  of  the  7th  sec- 
tion of  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  the  peo- 
ple of  Wisconsin  Territory  to  form  a  constitution 
and  State  government,  and  for  the  admission  of 
such  State  into  the  Union,"  approved  August  6, 
1846. 

A  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the  distiict 
court  of  the  United  States  within  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Thomas  G.  V.  Owen,  deceased. 

The  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charity  Hen- 
nington  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time,  and  was  read  a  third 
time  and  passed. 

Subsequently,  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, moved  that  the  vote  on  the  passage  of  tlie 
bill  be  reconsidered;  which  motion  to  reconsider 
lies  over  for  the  present. 

FLORIDA  CLAIMS. 
The  Senate  bill  providing  for  the  obtaining  of 
testimony  in  relation  to  claims  for  losses  sustained 
in  the  late  Florida  war  was  read  twice. 

Mr.  JOSEPH  R.  INGERSOLL  moved  a  con- 
currence in  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  bill  es- 
tablishinga  commission  forthe  settlement  of  claims 
in  Florida,  and  that  the  bill  be  put  upon  its  third 
reading. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  wanted  further  explanation 
on  the  necessity  of  passing  such  a  bill.  He  did 
not  perceive  the  necessity  of  employing  a  commis- 
sion to  settle  claims  for  property  destroyed  by  In- 
dians. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  said,  these  claims  in  Florida 
had  been  contested;  they  had  been  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  and  a  majority  of  such  of  them  as 
were  just  had  already  been  paid  or  would  be.  He 
thought  there  was  no  need  of  a  commission  to  ad- 
judicate them.  He  would  not  say  that  there  was 
more  in  tlie  bill  than  appeared  on  its  face;  but  he 
would  say  that  justice  did  not  require  the  bill  to 
pass.  He  thou2;ht  it  ought  to  go  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  CABELL  said  that  nothing  was  asked  in 
this  bill  which  would  commit  the  Government  to 
the  payment  of  any  claim  for  which  it  was  not 
justly  lifible.  There  was  something  peculiar  in  the 
position  of  Florida.  There  were  thousands  of 
claims  which  were  continually  pressed  on  its  repre- 
sentatives in  Congress,  many  of  which  were  valid, 
while  others  were  of  doubtful  character.  This 
bill  provided  <liat  a  commissioner  shall  be  appoint- 
ed to  take  testimony  i)y  which  the  claims  should 
be  tested,  but  it  provided  for  no  definitive  action 
in  any  case.  The  whole  was  to  be  laid  before 
Congress.  The  object  was  to  get  rid  of  the  many 
hundreds  of  petitions  which  were  continually  pour- 
ing upon  them,  and  with  which  tlioy  were  reluctant 
to  trouble  the  llou.sc.  They  wished  that  a  com- 
missioner should  examine  into  the  grounds  of  the 
several  claims,  and  lay  the  result  before  Congress. 
All  the  testimony  was  to  be  taken  on  oath;  and  by 
this  arrangement  all  the  testimony  would  be  ob- 
tained which  was  favorable  to  the  United  States. 
When  claims  were  di.sjjosed  of  in  the  usual  way, 
all  the  testimony  was  ex  parte,  and  all  against  the 
Government,  und  in  favor  of  the  claimant.     But 


here  an  individual  would  be  appointed  to  attend  on 
the  part  of  the  Government,  and  the  facts  on  both 
sides  would  be  obtained. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  said  there  was  already  a  gen- 
eral law  which  covered  all  cases  of  claims  from 
Indian  spoliations:  why  this  special  legislation  in 
behalf  of  Florida  claimants  above  and  in  prefer- 
ence to  all  others? 

Mr.  GIDDINGrS  inquired  v/hether  these  claims 
would  not  have  to  be  passed  upon  by  the  House? 

Mr.  CABELL  replied  that  they  would.  They 
were  very  numerous,  and  the  arrangement  pro- 
posed would  be  in  the  result  a  saving  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  GIDDINGS  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  as 
being  partial  in  its  character.  There  was  a  law 
now  for  all  these  cases  of  Indian  spoliations. 
They  had  taken  place  all  along  our  frontier,  and 
there  were  claims  from  other  quarters  of  the  Union 
as  well  as  those  from  Florida.  Why  should  these 
have  preference  ?  Partial  legislation  was  not  cred- 
itable to  any  Government.  Either  the  claimants 
on  the  northwest  frontier  ought  to  have  the  same 
advantage,  or  neither  ought  to  have  it.  He  ob- 
jected to  having  the  bill  put  on  its  passage:  it  was 
unjust.  There  had  scenes  of  Indian  cruelty  taken 
place  on  the  northwest  frontier  fully  as  well  en- 
titled to  sympathy  and  relief  as  any  that  had  hap- 
pened in  Florida. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  urged  the  same  objection  to 
the  bill,  as  being  partial.  There  were  persons  in 
Ohio  who  had  suffered  in  the  same  way,  and 
whose  claims  were  as  well  entitled  to  regard.  The 
claims  in  question  might  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  CABELL  said  there  seemed  to  be  some 
misapprehension  as  to  the  nature  and  objects  of 
the  bill.  No  special  or  partial  legislation  was 
proposed  by  it  at  all.  He  had  no  objection  that 
every  claimant  should  be  required  in  the  outset  to 
make  oath  to  the  justice  of  his  claim;  but  while 
they  remained  as  they  now  did,  they  formed  a 
political  element,  employed  by  both  Whigs  and 
Democrats  for  electioneering  purposes:  he  was 
desirous  that  this  should  be  put  an  end  to.  The 
Florida  claimants  would  have  to  make  oath  before- 
hand to  the  justice  of  their  claims;  if  those  from 
the  gentleman's  district  were  required  to  do  the 
same,  he  had  no  objection  they  should  be  put  on 
an  equal  footing. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  insisted  that  this  bill  ought 
to  go  to  a  committee.  He  referred  to  a  provision 
in  the  treaty  with  the  Wyandot  Indians,  in  which 
^20,000  had  been  allowed  to  satisfy  similar  claims 
to  these:  they  needed  a  commission  to  settle  them 
just  as  much  as  it  was  needed  in  Florida.  He 
moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  #to:imittee  on  Indian 
Affairs.  ™ 

Mr.  BURT,  being  well  satisfied  the  House  had 
no  idea  of  appointing  any  such  agent  for  claims  in 
Florida,  Ohio,  or  elsewhere,  moved  to  lay  the  bill 
upon  the  table. 

The  motion  was  promptly  carried,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  refused. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote,  and 
to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table.     Agreed  to. 

THE  CHEROKEE  CLAIMS. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  authorizing 
the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  treasury  to 
make  a  just  and  fair  settlement  of  the  claims  of  the 
Cherokee  nation  of  Indians  according  to  the  prin- 
ciples established  by  the  treaty  of  August,  1846, 
was  read  a  first  and  second  lime. 

Mr.  FARAN  said  that  we  had  already  a  state- 
ment of  these  accounts  from  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs:  why  order  another  statement  from 
the  Second  Comptroller?  If  there  was  no  mistake 
as  to  the  proper  construction  of  the  language  of 
the  treaty,  the  whole  matter  might  be  settled  in 
twenty  minutes. 

Mr.  BURT  said  that  the  resolution  asked  a  set- 
tlement of  these  accounts  from  theregular  account- 
ing officers  of  the  treasury.  He  was  aware  that 
the  Indian  Commissioner  had  made  a  statement  in 
regard  to  them,  but  we  ought  to  have  one  from  the 
officers  of  the  treasury.  The  resolution  proposed 
no  definitive  action:  and  he  hoped  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Fakan]  would  not  object  that  the 
House  should  have  all  the  information  it  could  ob- 
tain upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  FARAN  said  he  had  noobjection  to  the  res- 
olution, if  this  was  to  be  a  final  disposal  of  the 
matter. 


Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  advocated  the 
resolution.  The  Second  Comptroller  (Governor 
Parris)had  been  one  of  the  commissioners  to  settle 
the  treaty  under  which  these  claims  arose,  and  was 
the  most  proper  officer  to  examine  and  report  upon 
them. 

He  moved  the  previous  question. 
Mr.  ROOT  asked  him  to  withdraw  it  long  enough 
to  suffer  Mr.  R.  to  inquire  why  this  claim  did  not 
take  the  usual  course  in  being  referred  to  the  officer 
at  the  head  of  the  Indian  Bureau? 

Mr.  JOHNSON  replied  there  were  various 
claims  which  had  arisen  under  the  treaty  of  1846. 
They  had  been  referred  to  the  Commissioner  on 
Indian  Affairs,  who  had  made  a  report  upon  them, 
stating  a  certain  amount  to  be  due  to  the  claimants: 
it  was  now  proposed  to  refer  the  matter  for  fur- 
ther examination  to  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
treasury. 

Mr.  ROOT  said  that  it  then  appeared  that  this 
was  an  attempt  to  get  over  a  report  which  had  been 
made  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Indian  Bureau. 
Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  said  the 
question  was  a  very  simple  one.  It  was  whether 
the  opinion  of  the  Second  Comptroller  and  the  At- 
torney General  of  the  United  States  was  better  au- 
thority than  that  of  Mr.  Medill,  the  Indian  Com- 
missioner. Governor  Parris  was  understood  to  be 
in  favor  of  the  claim,  and  Mr.  Medill  against  it. 
The  Senate  wished  it  to  go  to  the  accounting  offi- 
cers of  the  treasury. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  explained.  This  resolution 
proposed  to  refer  the  conflicting  claims  of  the  Cher- 
okee Indians  under  the  treaty  of  1846.  Without 
going  into  the  nature  of  the  claims,  he  would  state 
the  fact,  that  there  were  various  and  conflicting 
claims  under  the  previous  Cherokee  treaty  of  1845. 
There  were  three  or  four  different  parties  con- 
cerned in  them.  They  had  been  attempted  to  be 
adjusted  by  a  subsequent  treaty  of  1846,  and  Gov- 
ernor Parris  had  been  one  of  the  commissioners  to 
do  this.  Mr.  Medill,  the  Indian  Commissioner, 
had  rejected  the  claims,  and  a  part  of  the  tribe  pro- 
tested against  his  decision. 

Mr.  BURT  said  that  these  claims  had  not  by  the 
treaty  been  referred  to  the  decision  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  said  he  was  aware  of  that. 
But  he  seemed  to  have  supposed  that  he  was  au- 
thorized to  settle  them,  and  he  had  attempted  to  do 
it;  but  the  Indians  opposed  it.  Hence  it  was  pro- 
posed to  send  the  whole  matter  to  the  officers  of 
the  treasury. 

Mr.  FARAN  asked  whether  there  was  any  dis- 
pute as  to  the  amount  of  the  claims  ? 

Mr.  BARRINGER  replied  in  the  negative. 
Mr.  FARAN  said   he  understood  the  dispute 
was  as  to  the  fund  out  of  which  the  claims  were 
to  be  paid. 
Mr.  BARRINGER  .said  it  was. 
Mr.  B.  according  topromise,renewed  the  motion- 
for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table.     Lost. 

And,  under  the  previous  question,  the  resolution 
was  passed:  Yeas  114,  nays  75. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  upon  the  passage,  and  warmly 
opposed  the  resolution,  urging  that  it  was  tanta- 
mount to  authorizing  the  payment  of  these  claims, 
amounting  to  some  ;iji2,900,d00. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  inquired  whether 
the  treaty  of  1836  was  not  one  of  the  points  to  be 
decided  by  the  resolution?  if  it  was  not  to  be  de- 
cided whether  the  entire  expenses  for  the  removal 
and  subsistence  of  the  Indians,  amounting  to  some 
1^6,000,000,  should  come  out  of  the  treasury,  or 
out  of  the  Cherokee  fund  ? 

Mr.  THOMPSON  replied,  that  was  the  main 
point  in  the  controversy;  that  it  involved  the 
amount  of  something  like  ^,2,900,000,  and  further 
objected  to  submitting  it  to  the  accounting  officers, 
unless  Congress  prescribed  the  principles  on  which 
it  siiould  be  decided.  He  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs;  that  the  bill  reported  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  [Mr.  Rockwell, of  Con- 
necticut,] providing  for  the  establishment  of  a 
board  for  the  investigation  of  claims  upon  the 
Government,  would  be  taken  up  and  passed. 
This  board  would  be  composed  of  the  most  emi- 
nent men  of  the  country,  and  they  would  report 
the  result  of  their  investigations  to  Co^igres.s — 
which  would  tlien  be  euabled  to  act  in  an  intelligent 
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manner  and  avoid  the  plunder  of  the  treasury,  so 
often  the  result  of  pressing  bills  through  under  the 
influences  that  had  been  thrown  around  this  by 
gentlemen  without  the  bar,  who  were  appealing  to 
members  to  do  justice  to  the  poor  Indian,  when 
they  themselves  would  receive  a  large  share  of  the 
appropriation. 

Mr.  GENTRY  said,  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
sissippi was  wholly  in  error.  Neither  the  con- 
struction of  the  treaty,  nor  any  of  the  questions 
to  which  he  had  referred,  would  be  settled  under 
the  resolution.  The  whole  sum  and  substance  of 
the  resolution  was,  to  authorize  the  proper  officers 
to  investigate  the  subject,  and  report  the  result  of 
their  examination  to  Congress  at  the  next  session 
for  their  action.  He  caused  to  be  read  the  reso- 
lution, to  show  that  this  was  its  effect. 

Some  conversation  and  explanations  occurred 
between  Messrs.  GENTRY,  PRESTON,  and 
THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  and  others. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  suggested,  in  order  to  obviate 
the  objections  of  Mr.  Thompson,  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  so  modified  as  to  provide,  instead  of  a 
"  settlement,"  for  a  "just  and  fair  statement  of  the 
accounts"  by  the  proper  officers  to  Congress; 
which  suggestion  was  finally  received  by  general 
consent,  and  the  resolution  modified  accordingly. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  wished  a  further  modifica- 
tion, by  adding,  that  "no  moneys  shall  be  paid 
on  said  settlement  until  the  principles  thereof  are 
adopted  and  approved  by  the  Senate." 

Objections  being  made,  this  modification  was 
not  received. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  then  laid  on  the 
table,  on  motion  of  Mr.  GENTRY;  and  thus  the 
resolution  is  finally  passed. 

BILLS  PASSED. 

The  House  bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  mid- 
dle district  of  Alabama,  and  for  other  purposes, 
which  was  ordered  some  days  since  to  be  engross- 
ed, was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  House 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Archibald  Beard  and  twenty- 
one  other  Tennessee  mounted  volunteers,  were 
read  and  agreed  to,  and  the  title  of  the  bill  was 
amended  so  as  to  read  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  Tennessee  volunteers." 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  the  House  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  furnish  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  western  district  of  Virginia 
four  copies  of  Little  &  Brown's  edition  of  the  Laws 
of  the  United  States,  were  also  read  and  agreed  to, 
and  the  title  of  the  joint  resolution  was  amended 
to  read,  "Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  furnish  the  clerks  of  the  several 
district  and  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  with 
copies  of  Little  &  Brown's  edition  of  the  Laws  of 
the  United  States. 

REVOLUTIONIZING  MEXICO. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  asked  the 
general  consent  of  the  House  to  offer  the  following 
resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
quested to  inform  this  House  whellier  he  has  received  in- 
foruiiition  of  the  fitting  out,  by  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
of  an  arnjed  expedition  to  revolutionize  certain  of  the  Mex- 
ican States,  with  the  intention  of  establishing  an  independ- 
ent Government ;  and  if  any,  and  what,  measures  have  been 
taken  l)y  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  to  prevent  such 
expedition. 

The  reception  of  the  resolution  was  objected  to 
by  Messrs.  BIRDSALL,  JONES,  of  Tennessee, 
and  others. 

SOUTHERN  MAIL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  to  authorize  and  re- 
quire a  renewal  of  the  contract  for  carrying  the 
southern  mnil. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  inquired  if  this  resolu- 
tion did  not  direct  the  Postmaster  General  to  make 
the  contract  with  this  route  at  the  prices  paid  by 
hi.s  predecessor,  being  about  ^260  per  mile? 

Mr.  GOGGIN  replied,  yes,  for  the  railroad  por- 
tion of  the  route. 

Mr.  COBB  understood,  then,  that  it  was  pro- 
posed to  renew  the  contract  which  tiie  Postmaster 
Geiiernl  and  this  House  had  over  and  over  again 
refused. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table,  but  withdrew  for  a  mo- 


ment at  the  request  of,  and  on  pledge  of  its  renewal 
by- 
Mr.  GOGGIN,  who  explained  that  although  the 
resolution  did  not  authorize  to  be  paid  what  the 
present  Postmaster  General  had  ever  contracted  to 
pay,  it  did  authorize  what  had  actually  been  paid 
by  the  present  Postmaster  General  and  his  prede- 
cessors since  1843,  up  to  within  a  few  months, 
under  a  contract  made  by  the  predecessor  of  the 
present  Postmaster  General.  He  would  state  fur- 
ther, that  when  this  question  was  up  before,  there 
was  a  difficulty  as  to  damages  which  might  be 
claimed  by  the  bay  route.  That  company  now 
agreed  to  waive  all  such  claims,  and  there  was  no 
obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  settlement  of  this  ques- 
tion but  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  in  order  to 
restore  to  the  South  and  the  whole  country  these 
mail  facilities.  In  accordance  with  his  pledge,  he 
renewed  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  interposed  the  remark 
that  he  understood  the  claims  for  damages  were 
not  waived  by  all  the  companies  who  might  be  en- 
titled to  them. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table:  Ayes  122, 
noes  64. 

Mr.  CHASE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote,  and 
to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

GRANT  TO  ILLINOIS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  Senate  bill 
granting  to  the  state  of  Illinois  the  right  of  way, 
and  a  donation  of  public  lands,  for  making  a  rail- 
road connecting  the  Upper  and  Lower  Mississippi 
with  the  chain  of  northern  lakes  at  Chicago;  which 
was  reported  with  amendments  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  some  time  since. 

Messrs.  COLLAMER,  LINCOLN,  and  others, 
made  remarks  in  explanation  of  the  bill  which  was 
pending;  when — 

OREGON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  the 
House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  es- 
tablish the  Territorial  Government  of  Oregon,  and 
the  amendments  thereto  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  which  the  previous  ques- 
tion had  been  seconded,  and  the  main  question 
ordered. 

The  question  being  on  agreeing  to  the  said 
amendments,  they  were  severally  read  and  agreed 
to  without  division,  except  the  two  following,  on 
which  separate  votes  were  taken,  viz: 

On  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
in  striking  out  in  the  second  section  the  words, 
"  and  shall  approve  of  all  laws  passed  by  the  Le- 
gislative Assembly  before  they  shall  take  effect. 
[The  effect  of  this  amendment  is  to  deprive  the 
Governor  of  the  power  of  approval  or  disapproval 
of  the  laws  passed  by  the  Legislature.] 

The  vote  on  agreeing  to  this  amendment  re- 
sulted: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Ashmun,  Barringer, 
Bingham,  Birdsall,  Blanchard,  Botts,  Boydon,  Brady,  But- 
ler, Canby,  Cathcart,  Chapman,  Chase,  Clapp,  Beverly  L. 
Clarke,  Cocke,  Collaraer,  Collins,  Conger,  Cranston,  Cris- 
field,  Ciowell,  Crozier,  Cummins,  Darling,  Dickey,  Dixon, 
Duer,  Daniel  Duncan,  Garnett  Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckert,  Ed- 
wards, Embree,  Alexander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans,  Fairelly, 
Fisher,  Flournoy,  Freedley,  French,  Fulton,  Gayle,  Gentry, 
Giddings,  Goggin,  Gott,  Gregory,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Willard  P. 
Hall,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  James  G.  Hampton,  Moses  Hampton, 
Haskell,  Henry,  Hill,  Hilliard,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  George  S. 
Houston,Jobn  W.Houston,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph 
R.  Ingersoll,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson,  John  W.  Jones, 
Kellogg,  Kennon,  Thomas  B.  King,  Daniel  P.  King,  Lahm, 
William  T.Lawrence,  Sidney  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Maclay, 
McClelland,  McClernand,  Mcllvaine,  Marsh,  Marvin,  Mil- 
ler, Morris,  Mullin,  Nelson,  Newell,  Outlaw,  Palfrey,  Peck, 
Pendleton,  Pollock,  Preston,  Putnam,  Reynolds,  Robinson, 
Rockhill,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Roman,  Rose, 
Root,  Ruinsey,  St.  John,  Schenck,  Shepperd,  Sheirill,  Sil- 
vester, Slingcrland,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Trujuan  Smith,  Stark- 
weather, Stephens,  Andrew  Stewart,  Charles  E.  Stuart, 
Talhnadge,Taylor,Thibodeaux,  Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson, 
Richard  W.  Thompson,  Tompkins,  Toombs,  Tuck,  Turner, 
Van  Dvke,  Vinton,  Warren,  Wentvvorth,  White,  and  Wil- 
mot— 1.32. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bayly,  Bocock,  Bowdon,  Bowlin,  Brnd- 
head,  William  G.  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burt,  Franklin 
Clark,  Williamson  U.  W.  Cobb,  Daniel,  Faran,  Featherston, 
Ficklin,  Fries,  Green,  Hammoris,  Haralson,  Hannansou, 
Harris,  Henley,  Inge,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Iverson,  Jameson, 
Robert  W.  J(jiinson,  George  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  La  S6re, 
^Ligon,  Lord,  Lumpkin,  Lyride,  McDowell,  McKay,  Mc- 
'Lane,  Job  Mann,  Mi-ade,  Nicoll,  Pcaslee,  Petrie,  PeUit, 
Peyton,  Pillsbury,  Rliett,  Richardson,  Richey,  Sawyer, 
Simpson,  Sims,  Smart,  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  James 
Thompson,  Robert  A.  Thompson,  William  Thompson, 
Thurston,  Venable,  Wallace,  VVick,  Wiley,  Williams,  and 
Woodwaid — 63. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 


The  other  amendment  was  on  agreeing  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  that  part 
of  the  12th  section  which  extends  the  ordinance  of 
1787  over  the  Oregon  Territory,  which  is  in  the 
following  words: 

"That  the  inhabitants  of  said  Territory  shall  be  entitled 
to  enjoy  all  and  singular  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immuni- 
ties granted  and  secured  to  the  people  of  the  territory  nf  the 
United  States  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  by  the  articles  of 
compact  contained  in  the  onlinatice  for  the  lovernment  of 
said  territory,  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven  ;  [and  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  con- 
ditions, and  restrictions,  and  prohibitions  in  said  articles  of 
compact  imposed  upon  the  people  of  said  territory,]  and." 

On  agreeing  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and 
nays  were  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Barringei',  Bayly,  Beale,  Birdsall,  Bocock, 
Botts,  Bowdon,  Bowlin,  Boyd,  Brodhead,  Wm.  G.  Brown, 
Albert  G.  Brown,  Burt,  Cabell,  Chapman,  Chase,  Beverly  L. 
Clarke,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Crisfield,  Crozier,  Daniel,  Garnett  Duncan,  Alexan- 
der Evans,  Featherston,  Ficklin,  Flournoy,  French,  Fulton, 
Gayle,  Gentry,  Goggin,  Green,  Willard  P.  Hall,  Haralson, 
Harmanson,  Harris,  Haskell,  Hill,  Hilliard, Isaac  E.  Holmes, 
George  S.  Houston,  Inge,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Iverson, 
Jameson,  Andrew  Johnson,  Robert  W.Johnson,  George  W. 
Jones,  John  W.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Keimon,  Thomas  Butler 
King,  Jja  S6re,  Ligon,  Lumpkin,  McClernand,  McDowell, 
McKay,  McLane,  Miller,  Outlaw,  Pendleton,  Phelps,  Pills- 
bury,  Preston,  Rhett,  Richardson, Robinson,  Roman,  Sawyer, 
Shepperd,  Simpson,  Sims,  Stanton,  Stephens,  Thibodeaux, 
Thomas,  Jacob  Thompson,  Robert  A.  Thompson,  Tompkins, 
Toombs,  Venable,  Wallace,  Wick,  and  Woodward — 88. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Ashmun,  Bingham, 
Blanchard,  Brady,  Butler,  Canby,  Cathcart,  Franklin  Clark, 
Collamer,  Collins,  Conger,  Cranston,  Crowell,  Cummins, 
Darling,  Dickey,  Dickinson,  Dixon,  Duer,  Daniel  Duncan, 
Dunn,  Eckert,  Edwards,  Embree,  Nathan  Evans,  Faran, 
Farrelly,  Fisher,  Freedley,  Fries,  Giddings,  Gott,  Gregory, 
Grinneil,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  Hammons,  Jas.  G.  Hamp- 
ton, Moses  Hampton,  Henley,  Henry,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  John 
W.  Houston,  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Joseph  R.  Ingersoll, 
Jenkins,  Kellogg,  Daniel  P.  King,  Lahm,  William  T.  Law- 
rence, Sidney  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Lord,  Lynde,  Maclay, 
McClelland,  Mcllvaine,  Job  Mann,  Horace  Mann,  Marsii, 
Marvin,  Morris,  Mullin,  Nelson,  Newell,  Nicoll,  Palfrey, 
Peaslee,  Peck,  Petrie,  Pettit,  Pollock,  Putnam,  Reynolds, 
Richey,Rockhill,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Rose, 
Root,  Rumsey,  St.  John,  Schenck,  Sberrill,  Silvester,  Slin- 
gerland.  Smart,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Truman 
Smith,  Starkweather,  Andrew  Stewart,  Charles  E.  Stuart, 
Strohm,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  James  Thompson,  Richard  W. 
Thompson,  William  Thompson,  Thurston,  Turner,  Tuck, 
Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  Wan-en,  Wentworth,  White,  Wiley, 
Williams,  and  Wilmot— 114. 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur  with  the  com- 
mittee in  striking  out. 

The  amendments  having  all  been  acted  on — 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  be- 
ing engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and,  under 
the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  was  passed 
by  yeas  and  nays:  Yeas  129,  nays  71. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  to  reconsider  the 
last  vote;  which  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  re-  , 
solved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  ,, 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr,  Ashmun,  of  Massachu- 
setts, in  the  chair.) 

The  committee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  , 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  army  for  the  ; 
year  ending  June  30,  1849. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  it  was  perhaps  proper  that 
he  should  state  that  the  original  army  bill,  which 
was  reported  some  five  or  six  months  ago,  and 
which  was  predicated  upon  the  supposition  of  the 
continuance  of  the  war  through  the  present  fiscal  . 
year,  had,  at  a  subsequent  period,  been  recommit-  . 
ted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  That 
was  the  bill  that  was,  in  fact,  before  the  commit- 
tee. He  did  not  propose  to  ask  that  it  should  be 
read,  but  he  sent  up  to  the  Chair  the  bill  which 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  reported 
as  a  substitute  for  that  bill  upon  its  recommitment. 
It  was  No.  618.  He  offered  it  as  a  substitute  for 
the  original  bill,  together  with  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  come  in  after  line  twenty-one. 

[The  amendment  was  read,  and  appropriates 
$3,000,000  for  the  three  months'  extra  pay  granted 
by  the  act  of  the  la.st  month  to  the  officers,  musi- 
cians, and  privates  of  the  army.] 

He  would  briefly  state  the  grounds  on  which  the 
new,  or  the  substitute  bill  had  been  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  After  the 
resumption  of  peace  with  Mexico,  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  as  will  be  recollected  by  all 
the  members  of  the  committee,  had  sent  in  a  mes- 
sao'e  to  Congress,  recommending  that  the  peace 
establishment  of  the  army  should  stuiul  on  the 
basis  on  which  it  was  placed  by  the  act  of  13th 
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May,  IS'16;  that  was  to  say,  that  all  the  regiments 
of  the  regular  army  shouid  be  retained,  with  the 
cnmiilenient  of  one  liundred  men  to  each  company. 
The  Secretary  of  War,  after  that  message  of  the 
President,  had  sent  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  estimates  for  the  expenditures  of  the 
army  during  the  current  fiscal  year,  predicated  on 
that  basis.  According  to  these  estimates,  the  army 
of  the  United  States,  exclusive  of  the  oificers, 
would  consist  of  20,219  persons.  That  number 
embraced,  a.s  a  matter  of  course,  not  only  all  the 
army  proper,  but  all  the  employes — all  the  per- 
sons comfiosing  the  army,  or  connected  with  the 
army.  The  aggregate  of  these  estimates,  sent  in 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  upon  the  basis  of  one 
hundred  men  to  each  company,  was  <<;  13,858,865  56. 
If  the  committee  should  decide  upon  the  basis  rec- 
ommended by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  the  estimates  sent  in  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
the  aggregate  of  ihi.s  bill  would  be  the  sum  he  had 
mentioned,  viz:  1^13,858,865  56. 

Mr.  SAWYER  rose  to  a  question  of  order,  and 
made  the  iioint  that  the  bill  had  not  yet  been  read 
through,  as  the  rules  required,  beibre  either  debate 
or  amendment. 

Mr.  VINTON.  That  was  waived  by  common 
consent. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  it  was  too  late  to 
make  the  objection. 

Mr.  VINTON  continited.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  directed  him  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  send  in  estimates  to  them 
predicated  upon  the  basis  of  the  army  as  it  stood 
prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  Mex- 
ico, or,  in  other  words,  to  send  in  estimates  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  predicated  on  the 
establishment  of  the  army,  as  it  vi/ould  have  been 
if  the  act  of  May  13,  1846,  was  repealed.  That, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  would  leave  the  army  in 
this  way,  the  act  of  1842  reduced  the  artillery  and 
infantry  from  sixty-four  to  forty  in  a  company. 
That  was  the  basis  on  which  the  army  stood  at 
the  time  of  the  declaration  of  war  with  Mexico. 
Since  the  declaration  of  war  with  Mexico,  a  regi- 
ment of  mounted  riflemen  had  been  raised,  of  sixty- 
four  men  to  a  company,  and  also  a  company  of 
engineers  composed  of  one  hundred  men.  That 
was  the  estimate  on  which  this  bill  was  predicated; 
and  if  the  committee  should  be  of  opinion  that 
that  should  be  the  basis  of  the  peace  establishment 
of  the  army,  the  army  would  then  stand  as  it 
stood  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  war  with 
Mexico,  together  with  this  additional  regiment  of 
mounted  riflemen,  and  this  company  of  engineers 
composed  of  one  hundred  men.  The  number  of 
persons  estimated  for,  including  employes  and  all, 
was  nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-one 
men  of  every  description,  exclusive  of  officers,  who 
would  the)i  be  in  the  employment  of  the  Govern- 
ment; and  the  bill,  as  it  now  stood  on  that  esti- 
mate as  a  basis,  appropriated  *)10,5!)5,076  56. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  also 
directed  him  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  War  to  send 
to  them  an  estimate  ]jredicated  on  the  supposition 
that  the  authority  given  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States  by  the  act  of  I3lh  iVIay,  1846,  to 
raise  the  companies  to  100  men  were  repealed, 
leaving  the  companies  at  64  men.     It  would  be 
recollected,  that  i)y  the  act  of  13th  May,  1846,  they 
had  filled  up  what  was  the  skeleton  army  upon  the 
peace  establishment,  as  determined  by  the  act  of 
1842.     The  act  of  May,  1846,  raised  the  compa- 
nies of  tiie  regiments  of  artillery  and  infantry  from 
42  men  each  to  not  less  than  64  or  more  than   100 
men  each — iriving  the  President  authority  to  fill  up 
these  cnmpiinies  to    100  men,  but  not  to   reduce 
them  below  64  men  in  cacli  company.     The  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  directed  him  to 
call  on  the  Secretary  of  War  to  send  in  to  them 
an  estimate  predicatf^d  on  the  supj)osition  that  this 
discretion  be  taken  away  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  leaving  the  companies  at  64  men  in 
a  comtiany,  as   they  would  then  stand  under  the 
act  of  13th  May,  1846.     The  Scr rotary  of  War 
had  K.-mt   that  estimate  also  to  thr.  Committee  of 
Way>i   and    Mean.s.     Under   tliat  estimate,  if  it 
should  be  adopted  by  this  committee  as  the  peace 
establi.-hment,  the  number  of  persons  in  the  em- 
ployment of  the  army,  or  belonging  to  the  army, 
exclu.sive  of  the  officers,  would  be  13,158  men, and 
the  amount  of  the  estimates  predicated   on   that 
basis  v/as  $11,325,531. 

The  details  of  all  tliese  estimates  were  before 
liini.    They  were  in  such  a  nhapt!,  that  if  the  com- 


mittee should  decide  upon  either  basis,  the  blanks 
could  be  filled  up  in  a  very  little  time.  As  the  bill 
now  stood,  it  was  filled  up  in  all  instances  on  the 
second  basis  he  had  mentioned;  that  was,  of  the 
peace  establishment  as  it  was  prior  to  the  war 
with  Mexico,  together  with  the  additional  regi- 
ment of  mounted  riflemen  raised  since,  and  the 
company  of  engineers  of  one  hundred  men.  That 
would  be  the  army  of  the  United  States  if  the  bill 
stood  in  its  present  form. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  inquired  what 
was  the  difierence  in  the  estimated  expense  be- 
tween the  basis  of  42  men  and  64  men  to  the  com- 
pany .' 

Mr.  VINTON  replied  that  the  estimate  for  42 
men  to  the  company  was  §10,595,076;  for  64  inen 
to  the  company,  ijll,325,535. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  said  the  difference,  then,  was 
about  fiSOO, 000. 

Mr.  VINTON,  (continuing.)  And  for  100  to 
each  company,  the  estimate  was  ^13,858,000. 

Mr.  BOYD  said,  before  the  war  the  number  of 
each  company  was  42;  they  all  understood,  that 
during  the  war,  the  companies  were  increased  to 
64  each,  and  authority  was  given  to  the  President 
to  increase  the  number  to  100  each.  Did  the  bill 
provide  that  they  should  continue  on  the  basis  of 
64? 

Mr.  VINTON  had  already  been  endeavoring  to 
explain  that  point.  This  bill  contained  a  clause 
repealing  the  act  of  the  13th  May,  1846,  the  effect 
of  which  would  be  to  reduce  the  army  to  the  basis 
on  which  it  stood  before,  under  the  act  of  1842, 
viz:  to  42  men  in  each  company;  so  that  the  army 
would  stand,  in  all  respects,  as  it  stood  before  the 
war  with  Mexico,  excepting  the  addition  of  the 
regiment  of  mounted  riflemen,  and  the  company  of 
engineers  of  100  men. 

Mr.  BOYD.  The  bill  reduces  the  companies 
from  64  to  42  men.' 

Mr.  VINTON.  Yes;  that  is  the  peace  estab- 
lishment of  1842. 

Mr.  GOTT  said,  by  the  act  of  1842,  we  had 
fourteen  regiments;  two  regiments  of  dragoons, 
fifty  men  in  the  company;  four  of  artillery,  and 
eight  of  infantry,  forty-two  in  the  company.  By 
the  act  of  13th  May,  1846,  the  President  was  au- 
thorized to  increase  the  number  of  privates  to  one 
hundred  in  each  company,  and  to  reduce  them  to 
sixty-four  when  the  exigencies  of  the  service  would 
permit.  By  the  act  of  the  19th  of  May,  the  Ore- 
gon regiment  of  riflemen  was  raised.  By  the  act 
of  1847,  the  provision  of  the  act  of  the  13th  May 
was  made  applicable  to  the  Oregon  regiment.  By 
the  act  of  1847,  also,  there  were  added  eight  com- 
panies of  artillery — two  to  each  regiment.  If  the 
act  of  13lh  of  May  was  repealed,  it  would  leave 
the  army  a  little  above  10,000  men. 

Mr.  VINTON  accepted  this  explanation,  and 
wished  to  add  one  word  in  reference  to  the  manu- 
script amendment  he  had  sent  to  the  Clerk,  and  it 
was  all  he  proposed  to  say.  It  had  been  his  in- 
tention simply  to  state  to  the  committee  the  several 
estimates  which  theCommitteeof  Ways  and  Means 
had  procured  from  the  War  Department,  and  what 
would  be  the  military  establishment  if  either  of 
these  bases  was  adopted,  so  that  they  would  have 
the  whole  subject  before  them. 

Theamendmentwhich  had  been  sentupin  manu- 
script, and  which  composed  a  part  of  the  proposi- 
tion before  them,  was  a  provision  to  pay  the  three 
months'  extra  pay  provided  by  a  law  which  Con- 
gress had  passed  on  the  19th  of  last  month.  The 
Secretary  of  War  had  sent  in  the  estimate  of 
$3,000,000  as  necessary  to  provide  for  the  three 
months'  extra  pay  thus  authorized  to  the  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates  of  the  army.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  directed  him,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  to  move  that  as  an  amendment  to 
this  bill.  It  must  be  provided  for.  And  it  should  be 
remarked,  that  in  all  the  estimates  he  had  mentioned , 
this  p,000,000  was  included;  thus  the  estimate 
of  $13,8.58,000  on  the  basis  of  the  largest  number 
of  men,  the  estimate  of  $11, .325,000  on  the  second 
basis,  and  the  lower  estimate  of  }jl0,595,000,  each 
included  this  $3,000,000;  so  that  the  $10,595,000 
included  in  this  substitute  reported  not  only  [u-o- 
vided  for  the  support  of  the  army  of  the  United 
Slates  for  the  current  year,  but  provided  for  three 
months'  extra  pay.  The  actual  expenses,  then,  of 
the  army  for  the  current  year  under  the  bill  would 
be  $7,595,000. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee,  then  addressed 
thocomniittco.     He  firstexamined  the  veto  power, 


which  had  engaged  so  much  of  the  attention  of  ■ 
the  House,  tracing  it  to  its  rise  among  the  Romans, 
where  it  was  employed  for  the  protection  of  the' 
people,  until  it  was  abused  by  those  who  succeeded 
to  sovereign  sway.  He  next  glanced  at  its  uses: 
and  abuses  in  Norway,  and  then  under  the  English 
Crown;  and  showed  thatitwas  restored  to  its  right- 
ful purpose  in  this  Republic,  by  whose  Presidents- 
it  had  been  used  only  twenty-five  times,  though 
the  enactments  during  that  period  have  amounted 
to  seven  thousand.  He  then  proceeded  to  the  ex- 
amination of  another  topic — the  origin,  progress, 
and  consequences  of  the  war  with  Mexico.  He 
said  the  opposite  party  had  contended  that  the  an- 
nexation of  Texas  was  the  cause  of  the  war,  which 
they  denounced  as  unnecessary,  unconstitutional, 
unholy,  and  damnable.  He  then  proceeded  to 
show  that  the  annexation  of  Texas  was  a  Whig- 
measure,  for  the  annexation  resolutions  were  those 
of  Mr.  Milton  Brown,  a  Whig  Representative  from 
Tennessee,  which  received  sufficient  Whig  votes 
to  secure  their  adoption.  He  adduced  document- 
ary evidence  to  show  that  those  resolutions  were- 
claimed  by  members  of  the  Whig  party,  and 
therefore  he  argued  they  were  answerable  for  the 
war  and  its  consequences.  He  begged,  however, 
that  it  might  be  distinctly  understood  that  the- 
Democratic  party  shrunk  from  no  responsibility 
which  rightfully  belongs  to  them  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  MARSH  next  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave 
way  to  a  motion  to  rise.  The  committee  accord- 
ingly rose  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  VINTON  then  submitted  a  resolution  fix- 
ing twelve  o'clock  on  Friday  next  for  the  termina- 
tion of  debate  on  the  army  bill;  which,  after  some 
discussion,  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  .August  2,  1848. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  laid  before  the  Senate  resolu- 
tions of  a  meeting  of  volunteers  from  Mexico,  ask- 
ing such  modification  of  the  laws  as  will  give  them 
three  months'  full  pay  instead  of  pay  proper;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  MANGUM  presented  a  supplemental  me- 
morial from  Charles  Lee  Jones,  charging  uncon- 
stitutionality on  the  part  of  the  President  in  the 
appointment  of  Colonel  Hughes  to  the  command 
of  the  volunteers  from  the  District  of  Columbia  and 
Maryland;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee- 
on  Military  Afl'airs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  reported  the  following  House 
bills,  without  amendment: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Cornelius  Manning. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Benjamin  Hodges. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Robert  M.  Harrison. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  made  adverse  reports  on  the 
following  bills  from  the  House: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eliza  S.  Roberts. 

An  act  providing  for  the  payment  of  arrearages 
of  pension  to  Anthony  Wakon  Bayard. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  Hutinack. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Aaron  Tucker. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Hildreth. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  the  prior  orders  were 
postponed,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  for  compensating  Colonel  Richard  M. 
Johnson  for  the  erection  of  the  Choctaw  academy. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ward 
and  Smith;  which,  after  some  discussion,  was  read 
a  third  time  arid  passed,  after  some  explanation 
from  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  Mr.  BENTON,  and  Mr. 
RUSK,  in  reply  to  questions  from  Mr.  JOHNSON, 
of  Maryland. 

The  claimants,  it  appears,  are  resident  mer- 
chants in  California,  and  had  advanced  money  to 
our  navy,  v/hilc  off  the  coast,  and  which  was  des- 
titute of  funds.  The  claimaints  took  drafts  on  the 
Navy  Department,  which  they  discounted  at  the 
current  rates  of  exchange,  which  varied  from  12^ 
to  25  per  cent,  discount.     Money  at  that  time  was 
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scarce  at  the  legal  interest  of  2  per  cent,  per  month. 
The  Navy  Department  allowed  only  the  amount 
of  the  actual  principal  advanced  in  California,  and 
the  claimants  came  to  Congress  for  reimburse- 
ment of  the  amount  due  them  for  vi^hat  they  lost 
by  the  unfavorable  state  of  the  exchanges. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  admitted  the  jus- 
tice of  the  claim,  but  was  desirous  to  know  what 
excuse  could  be  made  for  leaving  our  squadron 
without  funds. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  replied  that  the  funds  de- 
posited for  the  use  of  the  navy  had  been  diverted 
from  that  object,  and  loaned  to  Colonel  Fremont 
and  others,  for  the  support  of  the  land  forces  under 
their  command. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WALKER,  the  prior  orders 
were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  granting  to  the  State  of 
Wisconsin  the  military  reservation  at  Fort  Win- 
nebago, in  said  State;  which,  after  being  explained 
by  Mr.  Walker,  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  YULEE,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  from  the  House  placing 
the  sailors  and  marines  serving  in  Mexico  on  the 
same  footing  as  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army; 
and  the  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making 
tippropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  30th  of  June,  1849. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
various  amendments  oifered,  the  most  of  which 
were  adopted. 

The  following  amendment  was  submitted  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance: 

For  compensation  and  expenses  of  a  commercial  agent, 
to  be  selected  and  sent  abroad  by  the  President,  to  collect 
information  respecting  the  commerce,  productions,  and 
statistics  of  Asia  and  Eastern  Africa,  ^10.000. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  insert  after  the  words 
"  Eastern  Africa,"  "  and  all  other  parts  of  the 
world." 

Mr.  BENTON.  Yes;  "  all  other  parts  of  the 
world." 

Mr.  HALE.     I'll  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  BENTON  then  made  some  observations  in 
opposition  to  the  amendment,  and  went  on  to  ex- 
pose the  manner  in  which  the  report  of  Mr.  Aaron 
V.  Palmer  had  been  preimred,  being  gleaned  from 
libraries,  and  picked  up  here  and  there.  He  had 
no  idea  of  countenancing  such  things,  pressed  on 
members  of  Congress,  as  they  were,  in  the  most 
indecent  manner,  their  authors  following  mem- 
bers, like  ghosts  or  shadows,  from  the  Capitol  to 
their  boarding-houses,  and  from  their  boarding- 
houses  to  the  Capitol.  This  was  about  the  extent  of 
their  journeys  of  exploration,  and  they  were  made, 
not  for  the  purpose  of  throwing  any  light  on  the 
commercial  condition  of  the  world,  but  only  to  ob- 
tain their  votes  for  an  appropriation.  He  disliked 
this  practice — to  the  existence  of  which  every  Sen- 
ator could  testify — of  dogging  members  to  and  fro, 
meeting  them  at  every  corner,  and  soliciting  their 
votes.  Such  men  were  to  be  seen  daily  about  the 
chambers  of  the  Capitol  and  the  boarding-houses. 
But  they  never  annoyed  him.  If  they  ever  came 
once,  they  took  care  never  to  repeat  the  visit. 

Mr.  PHELPS  expressed  some  astonishment 
that  opposition  should  have  come  from  that  quar- 
ter. He  reminded  the  Senator  from  Missouri  of 
the  generosity  which  had  been  displayed  by  the 
Senate  in  publishing  books  upon  books,  and  maps, 
and  tables,  on  the  subject  of  California,  and  sug- 
gested, that  if  the  same  liberality  had  been  ex. 
hibited  with  reference  to  all  other  countries,  our 
information  as  to  the  condition  of  the  whole  world 
■would  be  unparalleled  by  that  of  any  other  nation. 
He  thought  this  was  a  valuable  amendment,  as 
commercial  information  concerning  countries  of 
which  we  have  heretofore  known  nothing,  could  not 
fail  to  be  most  valuable  to  the  mercantile  world. 
He  hoped  the  amendment  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  BENTON  repelled  with  much  warmth  the 
institution  of  any  comparison  between  the  useful- 
ness of  the  books  of  Mr.  Fremont  and  the  report 
of  Mr.  Palmer.  Valuable  as  was  the  information 
contained  in  the  collection  of  Colonel  Fremont's 
books,  he  would  rather  they  were  burnt  to-morrow 
than  be  compared  with  such  a  work. 

Mr.  PHELPS  assured  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri that  he  was  entirely  mistaken;  he  had  not 


instituted  any  such  comparison,  nor  did  he  place  in 
juxtaposition  the  relative  merits  of  the  two  works. 
He  had  voted  for  the  information  of  Colonel  Fre- 
mont with  great  pleasure,  knowing  and  feeling,  as 
he  (lid,  that  it  was  invaluable  to  the  country;  and 
in  defending  this  amendment,  he  had  simply  spoken 
of  the  value  of  the  information  to  be  derived  to  the 
commerce  and  trade  of  the  country. 

Mr.  BENTON  received  the  explanation  with 
the  same  kind  feeling  it  was  made. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  amendment,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Cal- 
houn, DavisoflMassachusetts,  Davis  of  Mississippi.  Dayton, 
Dickinson,  Dix,  Dodffe,  Fitzgerald,  Greene,  Hamlin, Hous- 
ton, Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Johnson 
of  Georgia,  Lewis,  iWangum,  Niles,  Phelps,  Sebastian,  and 
Sturgf'on — 24. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Benton,  Borland,  Brad- 
bury, Breese,  Bright,  Butlf^r,  Clarke,  Douglas,  Downs, 
Felch,  Hale,  Hunter,  King,  Mason,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Spru- 
aiice.  Underwood,  Uphain,  Walker,  Westcott, and  Yulee — 
24. 

The  amendment  relating  to  striking  out  the  pro- 
viso compelling  the  appointment  of  a  captain  in 
the  navy  to  the  Clothing  and  Subsistence  Bureau, 
came  up,  and,  after  considerable  debate,  was  so 
amended  as  to  read,  that,  when  a  vacancy  oc- 
curred, it  should  be  filled  up  by  the  appointment 
of  a  purser  of  not  less  than  ten  years'  service. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out 
the  proviso,  as  amended, and  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative: Yeas  23,  nays  21. 

When  the  vote  was  announced — 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  said  that  he  had 
voted  under  a  misapprehension,  as  did  some  other 
Senators;  and  he  therefore  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  debate  was  briefly  continued,  when  the 
vote  was  again  taken  on  the  proviso,  and  decided 
as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Baldwin,  Benton,  Brad- 
bury, Bright,  Dix,  Dodge,  Downs,  Felch,  Fitzgerald,  Ham- 
lin, Hannegan,  Houston,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Niles, 
Walker,  and  Westcott— 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Bell,  Borland,  Breese, 
Butler,  Calhoun,  Clarke,  Clayton,  Davis  of  Mississippi, 
Dayton,  Dickinson,  Foote,  Greene,  Hale,  Johnson  of  Mary- 
land, Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King,  Lewis,  Mangum,  Mason, 
Metcalfe,  Miller,  Phelps,  Rusk,  Sebastian,  Spruance,  Under- 
wood, Upham,  and  Yulee — 30. 

The  proposition  to  allow  the  Commissioner  of 
Public  Buildings  to  employ  a  clerk  led  to  quite  an 
animated  discussion,  in  which  Mr.  YULEE,  Mr. 
ATHERTON,  Mr.  NILES,  Mr.  MANGUM, 
Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  Mr.  HALE,  Mr.  FOOTE, 
and  Mr.  HUNTER,  took  part. 

A  letter  was  sent  to  the  Secretary  to  be  read,  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Finance.  This 
letter  was  written  by  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings,  in  which  he  proposed  that  the  office  of 
Public  Gardener  should  be  abolished,  and  offered 
to  undertake  the  management  of  the  publicgrounds, 
on  the  conditions  and  terms  specified  in  his  letter. 
The  Committee  on  Finance,  however,  did  not 
adopt  the  suggestion;  and  the  debate  principally 
related  to  the  merits  of  the  Commissioner  of  Public 
Buildings,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  present  Public 
Gardener. 

Mr.  FOOTE  and  Mr.  NILES  characterized  Dr. 
Douglas,  the  Commissioner,  as  an  unsurpassed 
geologist,  a  profound  scholar,  a  perfect  architect, 
and  an  accomplished  physician. 

Mr.  HALE  pronounced  Mr.  Maher,  the  Public 
Gardener,  to  be  the  best  officer  about  the  Capitol, 
the  Secretary  excepted;  and  stated  that  to  his 
skill  and  watchfulness  and  industry  it  was  to  be 
attributed  that  the  Capitol  grounds  were  not  sur- 
passed in  beauty  by  any  in  the  world.  His 
works  (said  Mr.  H.)  praise  him. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atkinson,  Atherton,  Baldwin,  Benton, 
Butler,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Dodge,  Downs,  Fitzgerald,  Foote, 
Houston,  IIuntor,Lewls. Niles,  Phelps, and  Underwood — 17. 

NAY.S— Messrs.  Badger,  Borland,  Bradbury,  Breesi;, 
Bright,  Calhoun,  Clayton,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of 
Mississippi,  Dayton,  Felcli,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Hannegan,  John- 
son of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  King,  Mangum,  Ma- 
son, M(!tcalfe,  Miller,  Itusk,  Spruance,  Turney,  Walker, 
W(;stcott,  and  Yulee — 27. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  the  amendment 
to  purchase  the  bridges  over  the  Eastern  Branch, 
and  make  them  free  of  toll. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  advocated  the 
propriety  of  this  measure  as  an  act  of  justice  to 
the  people  of  this  District  and  of  Maryland,  and 
read  from  certain  statistical  tables  to  show  how 


great  a  preponderance  there  had   been  in  favor  of 
the  Virginia  over  the  Maryland  side. 

The  proposition  was  then  carried  without  a 
division. 

The  amendment  relating  to  the  settlement  of  the 
claim  of  the  Spanish  Government  against  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  passed  over,  at  the  suggestion  of 
some  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  next  amendment  was  that  to  strike  out  the 
appropriation  for  the  removal  of  obstructions  in 
the  Savannah  river. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment,  by  inserting  §50,000  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  dam  at  Cumberland  Island,  in  the 
Ohio  river. 

Mr.  DIX  gave  notice  of  his  desire,  if  that  was 
sustained,  to  offer  a  similar  amendment  for  the 
Hudson  river,  below  Albany. 

After  some  debate,  the  Senate  adjourned  with- 
out taking  any  question. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  August  3,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  was 
adopted  to  terminate  debate  on  the  army  appro- 
priation bill  in  Committee  of  tlie  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  at  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow, 
(Friday.)  The  reason  for  his  motion  was,  that  to- 
morrow was  the  only  day  on  which  private  bills 
to  which  no  objection  was  made,  could  be  acted 
on.  There  were  a  number  of  Senate  bills  of  this 
character  on  the  Speaker's  table;  and  in  case  the 
debate  on  the  army  bill  continued  till  to-morrow, 
the  result  would  be,  that  there  would  be  no  oppor- 
tunity to  act  upon  these  bills  this  session.  They 
were  appropriation  bills  to  pay  some  of  our  honest 
debts,  and  ought  to  have  some  portion  of  the  time 
of  the  House.  With  the  view,  therefore,  of  closing 
the  debate  at  two  o'clock  to-day,  instead  of  wasting 
the  time  in  making  speeches  which  had  no  refer- 
ence to  the  subject  before  the  House,  and  that  a 
little  time  might  be  spent  in  the  consideration  of 
private  bills  which  had  passed  the  Senate,  and  to 
which  there  was  no  objection,  he  moved  that  the 
resolution  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  VENABLE  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays.  He  wanted  to  see  who  were  in  favor  of 
defeating  all  private  business. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  81,  nays  59. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  called  for  the  orders  of  the 
day — the  call  of  the  committees  for  reports. 
REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  Sen- 
ate bills  for  the  relief  of  D.  A.  Watterson  and  for 
the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Gibson,  reported  the  same 
back  to  the  House  without  amendment.  Com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  R.  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  en- 
able him  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  on  Tuesday  next,  no  other  business  shall 
be  in  order  but  the  consideration  of  Senate  bills  on  the  pri- 
vate calendar,  and  the  bills  to  which  there  is  no  objection 
shall  first  be  considered  in  the  Committee  of  the  Vvhole 
House. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  raised  the  point  of  or- 
der that  the  Committee  of  Claims  had  no  right  to 
report  such  a  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  this  was  a  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules,  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  on  his  own  individual  responsibility, 
and  that  during  the  last  ten  days  of  tlie  session 
the  motion  to  suspend  was  always  in  order. 

Mr.  COBB.     Are  we  within  the  last  ten  days? 

The  SPEAKER.  We  are,  unless  Sundays  are 
counted. 

Mr.  COBB.  We  count  them  when  we  draw 
our  pay. 

The  SPEAKER.  We  do  not  in  cases  of  mo- 
tions to  reconsider,  which  are  more  in  point. 

The  question  on  suspending  the  rules  was  put 
and  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FLOURNOY,  the  Committee 
of  Claims  was  discharged  from  the  petition  of 
William  B.  Crews,  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GRINNELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
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merce,  to  which  were  referred  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  establish  a  collection  dis- 
trict in  the  Stale,  of  South  Carolina,  and  for  other 
purposes,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House, 
witli  tlie  recommendation  that  the  House  concur 
therein. 

The  amendment  was  concuiTcd  in,  and  the  bill 
therefore  stands  fiassed. 

Mr.  G.  ulso,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  Senate  bill  making  appropriations  for 
light-houses,  lii;ht-boats,  ikc,  and  providing  foi; 
the  erection  and  establishment  of  the  same,  report- 
ed the  same  back  to  the  House  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill  was  committed. 

Mr.  G.  moved  that  the  said  bill  be  made  the 
special  order  after  the  army  appropriation  bill  shall 
have  been  disposed  of.     Lost. 

Mr.  G.,  from  the  same  committee,  reported  a 
bill  authorizinu;  the  issuing  of  a  register  to  the 
barque  Mary  Theresa. 

Tlie  bill  was  read  three  times,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  G.,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  license  yachts,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and, 
being  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  G.  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  a  bill  to  regulate  tlie  pay  of  certain  col- 
lectors of  the  customs,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Read  and  conimiited. 

Mr.  GREGORY,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elliot  Smith  and  Na- 
than Farnsworth.     Read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  refund  a  pen- 
alty remitted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
John  Hardorp. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and, 
being  engrossed,  was  read  the  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  to  discharge  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  from  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
of  the  Huuse  for  the  allowance  of  drawback  on 
wheat  imported  from  the  British  North  American 
provinces,  when  manufactured  in  the  United  States 
and  exported  to  foreign  countries. 

The  motion  being  objected  to — 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  to 
enable  him  to  make  the  motion  above  indicated. 
Lost — two -thirds  not  voting  in  favor  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DUNN,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  grant  the  right  of  way  through  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  Indiana  and  Illinois  to  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  Railroad  Company. 

The  lull  being  under  consideration — 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  an  amendment 
providing  that  the  United  States  mails  shall  be 
transported  over  said  road  at  the  lowest  compensa- 
tion paid  to  other  railroads  for  similar  service. 

Some  discussion  occurred,  in  which  Messrs. 
COBB  of  Georgia,  DUNN,  and  others,  participa- 
ted. 

Air.  DUNN  moved  the  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded;  and,  under  the  operation  thereof, 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  enirrossed ;  and,  being  engrossed,  was 
read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Ashmunt,  of  tMassachusetts,  in  the 
chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropri;iiions  for  the  support  of  the  army 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1848. 

A  long  debate  ensued,  embracing  almost  every 
political  topic,  which  was  continued  till  after  mid- 
night.    The  floor  was  first  taken  by — 

Mr.  MARSH,  whoentered  into  an  examination 
of  the  condition  of  the  Territories  in  relation  to  the 
existence  of  slavery,  and  showed  the  necessity  of 
preventing  its  existence  in  the  Territory  of  Oregon 
by  the  legislation  of  Congress. 

Mr.  WILMOT  addressed  the  committee  during 
his  hour  in  general  vindication  of  the  principles  of 
the  proviso  nflercd  by  him  two  yeais  since.  He 
traced  its  origin  up  to  Thomas  Jefferson  and  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  and  took  a  comprehensive  sur- 


vey of  the  question  as  affecting  the  great  interests 
of  the  newTerritoriesand  theirinhabitants  through 
all  coming  time.  He  professed  himself  a  Demo- 
crat of  "  the  most  straitest  sect,"  but  denounced 
as  a  perversion  of  Democratic  principles  the  at- 
tempt to  incorporate  slavery  propagandism  as  one 
of  them,  and  argued  that  slavery  should  be  forever 
prohibited  in  Territories  now  free,  in  regard  to  the 
rights  and  interests  of  the  inhabitants  of  those 
Territories,  their  children,  and  their  children's 
children. 

Mr.  CROZIER  addressed  the  committee  in  de- 
fence of  the  summary  action  of  the  House  in  reject- 
ing the  Senate's  compromise  bill;  and  in  the  course 
of  his  speech  adduced  sundr).'  reasons  why  he  had 
himself  voted  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  BIRDSALL  then  occupied  some  time  in 
repelling  certain  insinuations  which  had  been  cast 
upon  him  by  Mr.  Collins  and  Mr.  Starkweath- 
er, in  a  former  debate,  which  were  mixed  up  with 
New  York  party  politics  and  the  existing  struggle 
between  the  Old  Hunkers  and  Barnburners  in  that 
State. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  interpo.^sed  several 
questions  and  explanations.  And  Mr.  COLLINS, 
at  a  subsequent  period  of  the  debate,  made  a  brief 
reply,  having-  rei'erence  to  the  same  local  matters. 

Mr.  CATHCART  went  into  a  speech  at  large 
on  general  politics,  in  which  he  noticed  a  great 
variety  of  topics. 

Mr.  BAYLY  addressed  the  House  in  exposi- 
tion of  his  views  upon  the  constitutional  question 
of  the  respective  powers  of  Congress  and  of  the 
people  of  the  Territories  over  the  Territories,  and 
incidentally  in  defence  of  the  Territorial  bill  rer 
cently  received  from  the  Senate,  and  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  Flouse. 

Mr.  TALLMADGE,  after  a  few  remarks  on 
the  course  of  the  debate  and  the  waste  of  public 
time,  went  into  an  animated  speech  on  the  subject 
of  internal  improvements  and  Mr.  Polk's  veto  on 
the  harbor  bill. 

Mr.  NEWELL  then  rose  and  delivered  a  pre- 
pared speech,  relating  mainly  to  the  necessity  of 
light-houses  and  surf-boats  for  security  against 
the  danger  of  navigating  the  coast  of  New  Jersey . 

Mr.  BOYDON,  of  North  Carolina,  expressed 
his  astonishment  at  the  speeches  which  he  had 
heard  on  this  floor  on  the  subject  of  the  compro- 
mise bill,  and  he  denied  that  some  of  his  Demo- 
cratic friends  truly  represented  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  in  relation  to  it.  Fie  held,  that  instead 
of  bringing  peace  to  the  country,  the  compromise 
bill  would  only  serve  to  continue  the  existing  agi- 
tation. 

Mr.  MILLER  got  the  floor,  but  yielded  for  a 
moment  to — 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  who  inquired  of  the 
Chair  whether  the  proposition  he  held  in  his  hand 
would  be  in  order  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill  un- 
der consideration.'  Ifitwerein  order,  he  would 
desire  the  indulgence  of  the  committee  to  make  a 
few  remarks  upon  it.  If  it  were  not  in  order,  he 
would  not  uselessly  consume  the  time  of  the  com- 
mittee in  discussing  it.  He  would,  by  permission 
of  the  committee,  read  it.  Mr.  C.  then  read  as  fol- 
lows: 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  "An  act  to  amend 
An  act  to  raise  for  a  limited  time  an  additional  military  force, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  February  11,  1847,  as 
provides  that  bounties  of  lands  shall  he  located  "  in  one 
hody,"  containinj^'not  less  than  one  hundred  and  .'sixty  acres, 
he,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed;  and,  hereafter,  war- 
rants for  the  said  bounties  may  be  issued  for  quantities  con- 
taiidng  not  less  than  forty  acres,  at  the  option  of  the  holders, 
and  in  conformity  to  the  legal  subdivisions  of  the  public 
lands.  Provvlcd,  also.  That  upon  the  return  of  any  such  war- 
rant .already  issued,  by  the  person  to  whom  it  was  issued,  it 
may  bo  competent  to  re-issue  to  said  person  warrants,  in  the 
aggregate,  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  in  quantities 
containing  not  less  than  forty  acres. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  amendment  was 
not  in  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  MILLER  then  proceeded  in  his  remarks, 
and  went  extensively  into  general  politics  and  the 
Presidential  election. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  spoke  at  length  on  the  various 
topics  which  have  of  late  occupied  so  large  a  share 
of  the  public  attention. 

Mr.  PECK  commented  on  the  uncourteous 
terms  in  which  one  defjartment  of  this  Government 
(the  Executive)  was  frequently  spoken  of  by  gen- 
tlemen on  this  floor,  and  then  examined  the  posi- 
tion of  gentlemen  of  the  South,  that  it  was  unjust 
to  them  to  prohibit  their  going  to  the  new  Terri- 
tories with  their  slaves.     He  denied  that  it  was 


unjust.  He  reminded  them  that  slavery  existed 
by  municipal  laws,  and  quoted  decisions  of  south- 
ern judges  to  show  that  a  slave  taken  by  his  master 
voluntarily  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  munici- 
pal laws  of  the  State  in  which  he  lives,  becomes  a 
free  man. 

Mr.  OUTLAW  entered  into  an  argument  on 
the  power  of  Congress  over  the  Territories,  and 
commented  with  severity  on  the  acquisition  of 
California  and  New  Mexico,  and  on  the  war  gen- 
erally. In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  having  re- 
ferred to  the  design  to  create  in  Mexico  the  new 
republic  of  Sierra  Madre — 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  took  occasion  to  repel  an 
accusation  made  against  Genei-al  Shields,  of  hav- 
ing a  participation  in  the  design,  and  stated  that 
the  President  had  assured  him  the  Government 
had  no  information  on  the  subject,  but  that  all 
such  measures  would  be  resisted  by  him. 

Mr.  JAMESON  next  took  the  floor,  and  made 
a  speech  on  the  subjects  of  the  veto  power,  the 
Presidential  election,  slavery  in  IheTerritories,  &c. 

Mr.  STEWART,  of  Penn.sylvania,  followed,  in 
a  speech  on  the  extra  allowances  made  to  General 
Cass  while  he  was  Governor  of  Michigan  Terri- 
tory. 

Mr.  DANIEL  then  got  the  floor,  and,  on  mo- 
tion, the  committee  rose;  and  the  House  adjourned 
at  a  quarter  past  twelve  o'clock. 

PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  following  memorials  and  petitions  were  presented 
under  the  rule  and  referred  : 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Tennessee  :  The  petition  ofThoa. 
Jackson  and  sundry  other  citizens  of  Greine  and  Hawkins 
counties,  Tennessee,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  post 
route  from  Ray  Mount,  i)i  Greene  county,  to  Rogersville, 
Hawkins  county. 

By  Mr.  POLLOCK:  The  petition  of  E.A.Kelly  and  sev- 
enty-six others,  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the 
purchase  of  Mount  Vernon  by  tlie  General  tiovernnient. 

By  Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts:  The  memorial  of  Henry 
Edwards  and  others,  officers  of  the  Boston  Seamen's  Friend 
Society,  against  the  sale  and  removal  of  the  Chelsea  Marine? 
Hospital. 

By  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina :  The  supplementat 
memorial  of  Charles  Lee  Jones,  in  reply  to  the  counter-, 
memorial  from  Jalapa,  in  Mexico,  under  the  signature  of 
corlain  of  the  volunteers  then  in  garrison,  in  roJation  to 
Captain  (J.  W.  Hughes,  then  exercising  the  command  of  a 
colonel. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  August  3,  1848. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  covering  a  communication  from 
the  War  Department,  transmitting  copies  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  court  martial  in  the  case  of 
General  Pillow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  three  thousand 
additional  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  theSenateauthorizing  the  proper  account- 
ing officers  of  the  treasury  to  make  a  just  and  fair 
settlement  of  the  claims  of  the  Cherokee  nation  of 
Indians  according  to  the  principles  established  by 
the  treaty  of  August,  1846,  were  read,  and,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  BELL,  the  amendments  were  con- 
curred in. 

The  House  bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  mid- 
dle district  of  Alabama  and  for  other  purposes,  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time  by  ils  title;  when — 

Messrs.  LEWIS  and  KING  urged  upon  the 
Senate  the  necessity  of  the  immediate  passage  of 
the  bill. 

And  the  usual  fonns  were  dispensed  with,  and 
the  bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  presented  a  petition  from  J. 
Gluin  Thornton,  asking  to  be  reimbursed  for  ex- 
penses incurred  in  defending  Oregon  against  In- 
dian incursions;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN  presented  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  Arkansas  and  Louisiana,  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  mail  route;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  made  a  report  asking  that 
the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Missouri 
relative  to  preemption  rights. 

Mr.  YULEE,  from  the  Select  Committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  a  retired  list  for 
the  army  and  navy,  reported  the  bill  to  promote 
the  efKciency  of  a  military  and  naval  establish- 
ment. 


1848. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  LEWIS, 

Resolved;  That  the  Secretary  of  War  furnish  to  thfe  Sen- 
ate, as  soon  as  practicable,  the  originals  or  copies  of  the 
maps  of  the  vall«y  of  Mexico  from  the  surveys  of  Lieuten- 
ants Smith  and  Hardcastle,  of  the  topographical  engineers; 
and  also  of  the  survey  of  the  route  from  Vera  Cruz  to  the 
city  of  Mexico,  by  Lieutenant  Hardcastle,  and  the  reports 
of  said  otiicers  accompanying  the  same. 

OREGON. 

The  bill  received  from  the  Flouse  of  Represent- 
atives to  establish  a  Territorial  Government  in 
Oregon,  was  read  a  first  and  second  time;  when 

Mr.  CLAYTON  rose,  and  referred  to  the  fact 
that  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of  Territorial  Gov- 
ernments in  Oregon,  California,  and  New  Mexico, 
had  passed  the  Senate,  and  was  sent  to  the  House 
for  concurrence.  Of  the  fate  of  that  bill,  no  official 
communication  has  yet  been  made  to  the  Senate. 
But  W6vhave  now  a  bill  from  the  House  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Territorial  Government  in  Or- 
egon. Public  rumor  informs  us  that  the  Senate 
bill  to  which  he  had  referred,  was  at  once,  and 
without  even  the  courtesy  of  a  reading,  laid  on 
the  table;  so  that,  by  the  rules  of  the  House,  it 
cannot  be  taken  up  again  without  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  in  its  favor.  Now,  as  to  this  bill  just  re- 
ceived, he  was  disposed  to  treat  it  with  proper 
respect,  and  to  vote  for  its  reference  to  the  appro- 
priate committee. 

He  had  desired  to  make  some  reinarks  on  the 
bill  which  went  from  the  Senate,  because  the  char- 
acter of  the  bill,  and  the  course  of  the  Select  Com- 
mittee, seemed  to  be  greatly  misunderstood.  On 
the  bne  side,  it  was  asserted  that  the  North  had 
lost  all  her  rights;  while  on  the  other,  it  was  con- 
tended, with  as  much  boldness,  that  the  South  had 
given  up  its  rights.  If  both  the  North  and  South 
nave  lost  their  rights,  who  has  got  them?  He  went 
into  a  view  of  the  bill,  as  the  best  answer  he  could 
give  to  these  contradictory  complaints;  and  stated, 
that  it  was  the  best  measure  that  could  have  been 
suggested  for  the  settlement  of  this  dangerous  and 
difficult  question.  He  was  sure  that  it  secured  the 
right  of  appeal,  and  that,  in  referring  it  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  it  adopted  the  very  best  course, 
because  the  people,  being  law-abiding,  would  sub- 
mit to  the  decision  of  that  court,  which  occupied 
the  highest  place  in  their  confidence. 

In  the  committee,  the  South  had  offered  a  num- 
ber of  propositions,  all  of  which  were  rejected. 
The  South  then  called  on  the  North  to  propose 
something;  but  the  North  declined  to  offer  any. 
It  was  then,  by  a  lucky  accident,  that  the  principle 
of  the  compromise  bill  suggested  itself,  and  that 
bill  was  prepared  and  reported.  No  sooner  was 
it  reported,  than  it  began  to  provoke  opposition 
from  every  quarter.  The  bill  had  been  called  a 
cowardly  bill^ — a  dodging,  evasive  measure.  H6 
had  foretold  that  no  bill  which  could  be  reported 
would  abate  the  agitation  throughout  the  country. 
But  he  would  ask  the  North,  What  have  you 
done?  The  members  of  the  committee  favorable 
to  the  bill  had  assumed  the  responsibility  of  offer- 
ing a  bill  to  the  Senate.  Is  any  one  else  ready  to 
assume  any  responsibility?  It  appeared  not.  The 
bill  had  been  assailed  from  every  quarter,  but  no 
one  had  the  courage  to  present  any  counter-propo- 
sition. 

He  then  proceeded  to  reply,  in  detail,  to  the  at- 
tacks made  on  the  bill  by  various  Senators,  charging 
on  the  Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  Dix]  that  his 
argument  against  the  bill  was  controverted  by  the 
fact  that  he  had  given  a  casting  vote  for  the  annex- 
ation of  Texas.  He  thought  it  impossible  to  settle 
this  question  on  any  geographical  line.  He  did 
not  believe  that  members  would  come  back  here 
next  session  in  better  temper,  and  more  disposed 
to  settle  the  question.  He  believed  that  the  coun- 
try was  getting  into  an  alarming  condition.  But 
he  would  not  cease  to  hope.  Although  he  stood, 
like  the  man  in  the  almanac,  pierced  Through  with 
a  thousand  arrows,  he  would  never  cease  in  his 
endeavors  to  bring  this  question  to  a  settlement. 
He  might  fail  now;  but  he  would  renew  his  efforts 
hereafter.  He  would  rely  on  the  constitutional 
mode  of  settling  the  question  by  the  Supreme 
Court.  In  this  dark  and  gloomy  hour,  that  was 
the  dial-plate  which  glittered  through,  and  which 
he  trusted  would  guide  us  to  a  safe  and  harmo- 
nious result.  He  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Territories. 

Mr.  DOWNS  said,  that  he  had  suggested  a  di- 
vision of  the  Territory  of  Oregon  into  two  Gov- 
ernments, the  one  embracing  that  part  below  thirty- 
six  degrees,  and  the  other  above.     He  would  now 


give  notice  of  liis  intention  to  move  an  amendment, 
which  he  sent  to  the  chair,  and  which  he  asked 
to  have  printed,  embracing  the  principle  of  the 
Missouri  compromise. 

Mr.  BADGER  rose  to  address  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KING  said,  there  was  no  question  before 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  The  question  of  reference 
is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  YULEE.  If  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina will  give  way,  I  will  make  a  motion  to  permit 
him  to  proceed . 

Mr.  FOOTE  hoped  no  friend  of  the  compromise 
would  interpose  an  objection  to  the  freest  discus- 
sion. He  insisted  that  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  should  proceed,  as  the  Senator  from  Del- 
aware had  been  permitted  to  do. 

Mr.  BADGER  said  he  desired  no  permission. 
He  would,  for  the  sake  of  having  an  opportunity 
to  say  a  few  words,  move  that  the  bill  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed.  He  then  gave,  briefly,  some  of 
the  reasons  which  had  brought  him  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  bill  had  surrendered  the  rights  of  the 
South. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  made  a  few  remarks  in  reply. 

Mr.  BADGERwilhdrewhis  motion  to  postpone. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  Senator  had  no 
right  to  withdraw  his  motion,  without  the  consent 
of  i;he  Senate. 

Mr.  BADGER  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair. 

The  appeal  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  PHELPS  expressed  a  hope  that  the  bill 
would  be  referred  to  a  proper  committee.  He  de- 
sired a  free  discussion,  until  the  country  should 
wake  up  and  understand  the  merits  of  the  bill.  He 
was  prepared  to  meet  the  responsibility  of  the  po- 
sition he  had  assumed;  he  was  willing  to  meet  his 
constituents  and  to  defend  his  course,  and  he  had 
no  apprehensions  about  the  result.  He  was  deeply 
Indebted  to  his  friend  from  North  Carolina,  [Mr. 
Badger,]  who  had  completely  vindicated  his  (Mr. 
P.'s)  course,  when  he  said  that  the  bill  surrendered 
all  the  rights  of  the  South.  In  that  case,  (said 
Mr.  P.,)  I  can  no  longer  be  charged  with  surren- 
dering the  rights  of  the  North.  He  desired  the 
bill  to  go  to  a  committee,  to  look  into  this  and  other 
statements  which  had  been  made  here  and  else- 
where. He  had  hoped  he  had  sufficiently  explained 
his  course,  but  it  was  not  so:  every  breeze  from 
the  North  assailed  him  and  the  bill. 

The  committee  who  had  charge  of  the  bill  were 
sent  there  to  perform  certain  duties.  These  duties 
were  not  to  go  to  fisticuffs  in  the  committee-room 
for  sectional  objects.  He  had  a  duty  to  his  coun- 
try to  perform,  and  not  a  mere  duty  to  a  section. 
If  any  objected  to  the  bill,  let  them  submit  such 
proposition  as  in  their  judgment  would  extricate 
us  from  the  embarrassment  in  which  we  are  placed. 

Mr.  MANGUM  moved  that  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  motion 
for  indefinite  postponement. 

Mr.  BADGER  said  he  did  not  wish  for  leave. 

Mr.  MANGUM  withdrew  the  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
on  the  motion  of  indefinite  postponement,  and  de- 
cided as  follows: 

yEA--Mr.  Yulee— 1. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Badger,  Bald- 
win, Bell,  BentOn,  Borland,  Bradbury,  Bright,  Butler,  Clarke, 
Clayton,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Missis- 
sippi, Dayton,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Dodge,  Downs,  Fetch,  Fitz- 
gerald, Foote,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamiin,^Houston,  Johnson  of 
Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  King, 
Lewis,  Mangum,  Mason,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Niles,  Pearce, 
Phelps,  Sebastian,  Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  Upham, 
Walker,  and  Wesccott — 47. 

Mr.  FOOTE,  when  his  name  was  called,. stated, 
by  permission  of  the  Senate,  that  he  should  vote 
in  the  negative,  not  because  he  intended  to  commit 
himself  in  support  of  the  bill,  (for  he  knew  noth- 
ing of  its  character,)  but  simply  because  he  was  of 
opinion  that  every  laill  from  the  Plouse  of  Repre- 
sentatives ought  to  be  received  and  treated  with 
due  consideration  and  respect. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Territories. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  ap- 
prcjpriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses 
of  the  Government  foF  the  year  ending  on  the  30th 
of  June,  1849. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  (ionSld'eritibn 


of  those  amendments  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
not  yet  acted  on. 

The  first  amendment  was  that  relating  to  striking 
out  the  appropriation  of  !Ji.50,000  for  the  removal  of 
the  obstruction  in  the  harbor  at  Savannah  river. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  inserting,  after  the  word  '  river,' 
'  caused  by  sinking  Vessels  during  the  revolution- 
ary war.' 

This  led  to  a'brief  debaie;'when  the  question  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  na;Jrs,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive, as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  fiadger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Clarke,  Clayton, 
Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dayton,  Downs,  Greene, 
Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Metcalfe,  Mil- 
ler, Phelps,  Spruance,  Upham,  and  Westcott — 18. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Benton,  Bor- 
land, Bradbury,  Breese,  Bright,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Davis  of 
Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Dodge,  Douglas,  Felch,  Fitz- 
gerald, Foote,  Hamlin,  Hannegan,  Houston,  Hunter,  King, 
Lewis,  Mangum,  Mason,  Niles,  Rusk,  Sturgeon,  Turney, 
Walker,  and  Yulee — 31.  " 

After  a  brief  debate,  the  question  was  taken  on 
agreeing  with  the  comimittee  to  strike  out  the  ap- 
propriation, and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the 
following  vote: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Benton,  Bor- 
land, Bradbury,  Breese,  Bright,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Davis  of 
Mississippi,  Dickin.soiT,  Dix,  Dodge,  Douglas,  Downs,  Felch, 
Fitzgerald,  Foote,  Hamlin,  Hannegan,  Houston,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  Mason,  Niles,  Phelps, 
Rusk,  Sebastian,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  Walker,  and  Westcott 
—35. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Badgpr,  Baldwin,  Be-11,  Clarke,  Corwin, 
Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dayton,  Greene,  Johnson  of  Mary- 
land, Johnson  of  Louisiana,' Metcalfe,  Miller,  Pearce,  Spru- 
ance, and  Upham — 15. 

The  next  amendment  taken  up  was  for  the  in- 
sertion of  an  appropriation  of  $50,000  for  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  claims  of  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment against  the  United  States;  when — 

Mr.  BALDWIN  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate 
at  great  length,  characterizing  the  claims  not  only 
as  preposterous,  but  as  absolutely  offensive  to  the 
Government. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  followed  at  some 
length  against  the  amendment. 

Messrs.  BADGER  and  BUTLER  sustained  the 
amendment,  and  Mr.  HALE  spoke  again-st  it. 

And  the  question  was  taken  on  its  adoption,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Atherton,  Badger,  Bell,  Butler, 
Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Dickinson,  Dodge,  Downs, 
Foote,  Hannegan,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Johnson 
of  Georgia,  Kinc,  Lewis,  Mangum,  Mason,  Pearce,  Sebas- 
tian, TiTrney,  Westcott,  and  Yulee— 24. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Baldwin,  Berrien,  Bright,  Clarke,  Clay- 
ton, Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dix,  Greene,  Hale, 
Hamlin,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Metcalfe,  Miller, 
Niles,  Rusk,  Spruance,  Underwood,  Upham,  and  Walker- 
Si. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  August  4,  1848. 
The  Journal  of  yesterday  having  been  read- 
Mr.  GRINNELL  rose  to   move  a  correction. 
It  was  stated  on  the  Journal  that  Mr.  Grinnell, 
from  the  Committee  on  Commerce^  to  which  was 
referred  the  Senate  bill  making  appropriations  for 
light-houses,  light-boats,  &c.,  reported  the  same 
back   to   the  House   without   amendment.     The 
entry  on  the  Journal  was  incorrect;  the  bill  was 
reported  back  to  the  House  with  sundry  amend- 
ments.    The  Journal  was  corrected  accordingly, 
and  was  approved. 

Mr.  FRENCH  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
to  enable  him  to  move  that  the  Senate  bill  to  com- 
pensate Colonel  R.  M.  Johnson  for  the  use  of  the 
Choctaw  Indian  Academy,  lying  on  the  Speaker's 
table,  be  taken  up,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs :  Ayes  24,  noes  42.  No  quorum 
voting —  ,,    ^    , 

Mr.  CHASE  moved  that  there  be  a  call  of  the 
House.     Disagreed  to  :  Ayes  14,  noes  104. 

The  question  was  again  put  on  Mr.  French's 
motion,  and  there  were  :  Ayes  73,  noes  63.  Two- 
thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  rules  were 
not  suspended. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  private  calendar.  Rejected. 
ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  stale  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Ashmun,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consid- 
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eration  of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  army  for  the  year  ending  the  30th 
June,  1849. 

Mr.  DANIEL,  who  had  the  floor  from  the  mid- 
ni;iiu  fidjouriiment  yesterday,  then  proceeded  to 
address  the  committee  on  the  general  topics  which 
have  been  the  subjects  of  discussion  for  some  time 
past.  [Tiiis  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appen- 
dix.] 

iMr.BOTTS,  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee, 
then  bronsrlu  the  House  back  to  the  business  before 
it.  He  said,  that  having  but  about  forty  minutes 
of  the  lime  left  him  in  which  the  debate  must  close, 
he  could  not  go  at  any  length  into  tlie  subject  which 
the  House  might  perhaps  remember  was  properly 
before  it,  viz:  the  consideration  of  the  army  appro- 
priation bill.  Some  day  next  week,  perhaps,  if  he 
should  succeed  in  obtaining  tlie  floor,  he  might 
make  a  speech  on  general  politics,  and  have  an 
opportunity  of  defining  his  position,  if,  indeed,  it 
required  any  definition,  which  he  could  hardly 
suppose,  as  he  stood  to-day  just  where  he  had 
stood  for  the  last  twenty  years. 

As  chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  he 
would  now  endeavor  to  state  the  circumstances 
under  whibh  the  military  bill  had  been  reported  to 
the  House,  and  the  attitude  of  the  Military  Com- 
mittee in  regard  to  it.  It  would,  he  supposed, 
have  been  naturally  expected,  that  the  committee 
to  whom  was  assigned  the  ofiicial  charge  of  the 
military  affairs  which  would  require  the  action  of 
the  House,  should  have  made  their  own  esti- 
mates for  the  number  of  the  army,  and  would 
have  recommended  such  an  establishment  as  they 
thought  it  was  proper  and  judicious  for  the  coun- 
try to  retain  in  time  of  peace.  The  reason  it 
had  not  been  done  was,  that  the  House  had  re- 
cently received  information  from  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
Mexico,  aiitl  since  then  he  supposed  the  depart- 
ment had  had  no  opportunity  to  prepare  and  fur- 
nish the  necessary  estimates  to  the  committee. 
Some  two  or  three  weeks  since,  a  member  of  the 
committee  had  introduced  a  resolution  of  inquiry, 
asking  from  the  President  certain  information 
which  was  required  by  the  committee  to  enable 
them  to  discharge  their  duty  in  this  matter,  and  it 
had  been  but  two  days  ago  that  the  answer  had 
been  received.  It  had  been  read  and  ordered  to  be 
printed,  but  it  had  not  yet  been  laid  on  the  tables 
of  members.  This  morning,  however,  Mr.  B.  had 
liy  some  industry  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  printed 
copy  of  a  part  of  the  documents  accompanying  the 
President's  message,  and  has  given  them  some 
examination. 

And  here  Mr.  B.  must  be  permitted  to  remark, 
svith  all  due  respect  for  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  that,  in  his  opinion,  that  committee 
had  somewhat  transcended  its  proper  sphere,  and 
had  taken  the  appropriate  business  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs  out  of  its  hands,  by  pro- 
posing to  this  House  what  should  constitute  a 
military  peace  establishment  for  the  country.  Mr. 
B.  had  at  one  time  felt  disposed  to  move  that  the 
Military  Committee  be  discharged  from  all  further 
consideration  of  the  business  referred  to  it,  or  that 
the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  should  be  complimented  with  a  pair  of 
epaulets.  [A  laugh.]  He  was  certainly  entitled 
to  a  brevet^ 

The  Secretary  of  War  had  furnished  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  his  estimates  for  the 
yearon  the  basis  of  one  hundred  men  toacompany. 
The  conirnitlee  had  called  on  him  for  a  further  esti- 
mate on  the  basis  of  sixty-four  men  to  a  company; 
and  also  for  a  third  on  the  ba-sia  of  forty-two  men 
to  a  company,  and,  having  obtained  these  several 
estimute.s,  the  chairman,  witliout  waiting  to  ascer- 
tain what  were  the  views  of  the  military  commit- 
tee, came  into  the  House  and  presented  a  bill 
founded  on  the  hypothesis  of  forty-two  privates  to 
n  <i)mj>any. 

Mr.  P..  here  went  into  st.Ttisiics  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  reiriments  in  the  differcni  branches  of  the 
iirniy,  anil  then  went  on  to  say  that  if  the  House 
Nhould  adopt  the  bill  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  authorize  an  army  with  no  more 
than  foriy-two  men  toa(;ompany,  we  should  have, 
with  our  va.slly-rixt'Mided  fVoniicr,  reaching  from 
the  Rio(jrande  and  including  the  new  Territories 
of  New  Mexico  and  California,  an  army  consisting 
of  but  six  thou.sand  six  hundred  and  thirty-six 
privates;  and  this  while  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
hia  rcpotl  expressly  stated  that  not  less  than  five 


thousand  men  would  be  required  for  the  newTerri- 
tories  and  the  frontier  alone,  leaving  but  one  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  thirty-six  for  the  whole  of 
the  United  States  proper. 

[Mr.  B.  here  read  extracts  from  the  Secretary's 
letter.] 

The  military  committee  had  taken  this  letter  into 
consideration,  and  had  directed  Mr.  B.  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  last  section  of  the  bill  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  fixing 
the  standing  army  of  the  country  at  ten  thousand, 
exclusive  of  officers  and  employes.  He  was  in- 
structed also  to  propose  that  the  committee  strike 
out  the  estimates  founded  on  the  basis  of  forty-two 
men  to  a  company,  and  substitute  those  for  sixty- 
four  men  to  a  company,  which  would  give  us  an 
army  of  about  ten  thousand  privates. 

If  he  could  get  the  assent  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  he  should  pro- 
pose that,  in  considering  the  bill,  the  committee 
should  adopt  a  course  different  from  that  usually 
pursued,  and  take  up  first  in  order  the  last  section 
of  the  bill,  that  it  might  decide,  in  the  first  place, 
what  the  total  number  of  the  army  should  be, 
and  then  shape  the  rest  of  its  legislation  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  B.  proceeded  to  state,  that  by  the  law  of 
May,  1846,  the  companies  were  to  consist  of  sixty- 
four  men  each,  the  President  being  empowered,  if 
he  thought  fit,  to  raise  them  to  one  hundred  men 
each.  By  the  law,  then,  as  it  now  stood,  the  army 
would  be  placed  on  a  basis  of  sixty-four  men  to  a 
company.  If  the  plan  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  should  be  adopted,  this  law  must  of 
course  be  repealed,  and  accordingly  that  repeal 
constituted  the  last  section  of  their  bill. 

That  the  House  might  act  understandingly  in 
the  matter,  it  would  be  proper  first  to  decide 
whether  it  would  have  a  peace  establishment  of 
6,000  men  only,  or  one  of  10,000;  if  the  House  de- 
cided to  adopt  the  former,  then  he  need  not  pro- 
pose any  amendment  to  the  bill;  but  if  it  should 
repeal. tins,  then  he  would  offer  an  amendment, 
which  he  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  to  be  read  for 
information. 

Mr.  VINTON  inquired  whether  he  correctly 
understood  the  honorable  gentleman  to  say,  that 
with  companies  numbering  forty-two  privates,  the 
army  would  amount  to  but  6,000  men.? 

Mr.  BOTTS.     It  will  amount  to  6,636  men. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  he  would  send  to  the  Clerk's 
table  the  estimate  furnished  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment, showing  the  actual  number  of  men  that  the 
army  would  contain  on  that  basis. 

The  estimate  was  read,  and  it  stated  the  number 
at  9,801. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  this  difference  was  easily  ex- 
plained. His  own  estimate  embraced  only  the 
fighting  men :  while  that  of  the  Department  covered 
all  persons  employed,  of  every  description,  black- 
smiths, artificers,  sutlers,  &c. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York,  inquired  of  Mr. 
BoTTs  how  he  made  out  his  number  of  privates.? 

Mr.  BOTTS  stated  that  he  estimated  in  15 
regiments  48  companies;  and  48  multiplied  by  42 
men  for  each  company,  gave  2,016.  Eleven  other 
regiments,  with  110  companies,  made  4,620  men: 
add  the  two  together,  and  it  amounted  (by  his 
arithmetic)  to  6,636. 

Mr.  HALL  inquired  whether  Mr.  B.  included 
the  regiments  for  Oregon?  And  he  then  went  into 
details,  and  sundry  explanations  took  place  be- 
tween him  and  Mr.  B. 

Mr.  BOTTS  went  on  to  say  that  the  question 
would  come  up  in  the  first  ])lace  as  to  the  total 
strength  of  the  army.  The  Military  Committee 
thought  that  10,000  was.  as  low  a  number  as  pro- 
priety would  permit,  and  if  the  sum  appropriated 
in  the  committee's  bill  was  sufficient  for  the  support 
of  that  number,  then  there  was  no  longer  any  faith 
in  estimates.  According  to  the  estimates  furnished 
by  the  War  Department,  it  would  be  very  far 
from  enough. 

Mr.  VINTON  here  explained.  The  estimates 
furnished  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  made  the  sum  required 
for  an  army  with  100  men  to  a  company,  including 
the  three  months'  extra  pay  voted  by  the  House, 
$13,br)8,000;  with  sixty-four  men  to  a  company, 
jjll,32:),000;and  with  forty-two  men,  iji,10,9r)5,000. 

Mr.  BOTTS  here  read  again  the  amendment  he 
proposed  offering.  He  said  that  the  object  of  the 
existing  law  in  empowering  the  President  to  raise 
the  number  of  a  company  to  100  men,  if  in  his 


judgment  the  exigencies  of  the  service  should  re- 
quire it,  was  to  meet  the  case  when  more  men  were 
required  in  some  portions  of  the  country  than  were 
necessary  in  other  places.  Mr.  B.  confessed  that 
his  own  personal  views  differed  from  those  of  some 
other  members  of  the  Military  Committee.  He 
should  himself  have  preferred  having  64  men  to  a 
company,  and  leaving  the  President  the  discretion- 
ary power  to  increase  them  to  100. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  here  obtained  the  floor, 
(among  many  competitors,)  and  commenced  by 
complaining  of  his  hard  fate  in  not  having  obtained 
the  floor,  though  he  had  so  often  endeavored  to 
catch  the  eye  of  the  Speaker.  (He  regretted  that 
that  honorable  gentleman  was  not  now  present,  be- 
fore whom  he  had  made  so  many  efforts  without 
success.)  He  assured  the  Chairman,  and  could 
have  assured  the  Speaker,  too,  that  his  oliject  had 
been  to  speak,  in  good  faith,  to  the  subject  prop- 
erly before  the  House,  and  not  to  go  off,  as  had  too 
often  been  done,  on  matters  entirely  foreign  to  it. 
He  had  now  only  ten  minutes  lel't,  in  which  to  tell 
the  House  and  the  country  why  the  business  com- 
mitted to  his  charge  had  not  been  done.  Neither 
the  Speaker  nor  the  Chairman  needed  to  have  been 
so  much  afraid  of  giving  him  the  floor,  lest  he 
should  speak  on  the  politics  of  the  country;  they 
need  not  have  been  so  much  afraid  that  he  was  go- 
ing to  demolish  the  Whigs  entirely,  [laughter,]  as 
that  there  would  not  be  as  much  of  them  left  as 
was  found  where  the  Kilkenny  cats  had  been  fight- 
ing. Not  at  all;  he  left  that  business  to  his  con- 
stituents, who  would  no  doubt  give  a  good  account 
of  them  in  November.  They  had  not  sent  him 
here  to  do  that;  they  were  well  able  to  do  it  all 
themselves,  and  they  would  do  it  well.  He  only 
asked  the  Whigs  to  look  at  the  election  returns 
from  Alabama;  there  was  no  need  that  he  should 
consume  an  hour  every  day  in  the  week  to  attack 
the  Whig  brethren;  and  he  had  no  desire  on  this 
occasion  to  wound  their  feelings.  [Much  merri- 
ment on  both  sides.]  He  had  attempted  to  get 
the  floor  no  less  than  seventy-two  times.  He  had 
papers  in  his  possession  which  he  had  been  very 
anxious  to  get  an  opportunity  to  present;  he  had 
been  ready  and  waiting;  the  blame  did  not  lie  at 
his  door.  (He  wished  the  honorable  Speaker  was 
within  the  sound  of  his  voice.)  He  wanted  to 
offer  an  amendment  to  this  bill  allowing  the  sol- 
diers to  locate  their  land  warrants  in  forty-acre 
tracts,  instead  of  entering  160  acres  in  one  body. 
He  was  very  sure  he  need  only  bring  the  question 
before  the  House,  and  they  would  make  this  little 
alteration.  He  did  not  complain  of  any  illiberality 
in  the  House  toward  the  soldiers;  not  at  all;  the 
House  had  shown  a  disposition  to  be  very  kind  to 
them:  but  this  little  matter  for  which  he  asked  was 
the  last  reward  they  would  have  an  opportunity 
to  bestow  on  many  of  them.  It  would  be  a  great 
benefit  to  the  soldier.  He  wanted  that  he  should 
have  the  liberty  of  locating  his  warrant  in  forty- 
acre  tracts.  [A  voice,  "Where?"]  Any  where  in 
the  United  Stales.     [A  laugh.] 

Mr.  C.  stated  the  present  value  of  soldiers' war- 
rants in  Alabama,  and  went  on  to  show  how  great 
a  benefit  the  United  States  would  gain  by  comply- 
ing with  his  request;  since  thereby  they  would  have 
a  large  amount  of  their  poor  land  taken  up,  which 
otherwise  would  never  be  sold.  There  ought  to 
be  restrictions,  to  be  sure;  but  it  would  be  a  great 
benefit  as  well  to  the  Government  as  to  the  sol- 
dier. 

He  presumed  there  was  no  need  of  his  pronoun- 
cing any  eulogies  on  the  soldier;  that  had  been  al- 
ready done.  Who  had  not  heard  of  the  brilliant 
and  glorious  victories  of  Palo  Alio  and  Resaca  de 
la  Palma  ?  Why  need  he  refer  to  the  glorious  field 
of  Buena  Vista,  or  the  conquest  of  Monterey .' 
These,  and  many  more,  were  all  fresh  in  the  minds 
of  every  member  of  the  House.  They  were  ap- 
preciated, fully  appreciated;  and  he  was  persuaded 
the  House  was  willing  and  eager  to  do  everything 
for  the  soldier  that  could  te.stit'y  its  gratitude.  He 
had  heard  it  charged  here  that  the  army  hod  shrunk 
from  the  British  lion.  [Voices:  "  Not  the  army; 
the  President. "]  Well,  it  had  been  asserted  here 
dial  .Tames  K.  Polk  had  shrunk  from  meeting  the 
British  lion.  Let  him  tell  gentlemen  who  had 
made  such  a  disgraceful  insinuation,  that  it  was  not 
the  ease.  So  we  had  been  told  that  if  we  dared  to 
annex  Texas,  the  British  lion  would  inter|)ose. 
But  he  would  lake  the  liberty  to  tell  gentlemen  that 
neither  James  K.  Polk  nor  the  American  army 
ever  had  trembled  before  the  British  lion,  or  ever 
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would.  After  a  few  remarks,  which  the  reporter 
did  not  hear  with  sufficient  exactness  to  attempt 
to  report,  JMr.  C.  added:  Nor  need  he  say  to  that 
connmittee  what  had  been  the  effect  of  tliese  im- 
mortal triumphs  of  the  American  arms.  Not  only 
were  they  viewed  with  the  utmost  gratitude  and 
pride  by  ourown  countrymen;  they  had  command- 
ed the  admiration  of  foreign  nations.  They  had 
erected  a  monument  to  the  American  name  more 
enduring  than  the  everlasting  hills:  the  world,  the 
world  was  lost  in  wonder,  when  they  contemplated 
what  had  been  opposed  to  us,  and  with  what  means 
we  had  triumphed  over  it. 

Mr.  C.  said  much  more,  which  the  reporter  was 
unable  to  follow.  The  speech  produced  a  great 
sensation  in  the  House;  insomuch  that  when  the 
hour  allotted  for  debate  arrested  Mr.  C,  there  was 
a  universal  cry  of  "Go  on!  go  on!"  "Leave! 
leave  !"  mixed  with  shouts  of  merriment.  The 
general  debate  having  now  been  brought  toaclose — 

Mr  VINTON  availed  himself  of  the  privilege  of 
the  rule,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  close  the  debate.  It  had  not  been 
his  intention  to  say  anything,  in  addition  to  the 
statement  he  had  made  when  the  bill  was  first 
taken  up,  of  the  facts  on  which  the  bill  was  based, 
and  of  the  estimates  sent  in  by  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  nor 
should  he  now  deem  it  necessary  to  say  anything, 
had  not  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  [Mr. 
BoTTs,]  felt  it  his  duty  to  arraign  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  for  having  presented  this  bill 
to  the  House,  and  had  not  the  gentleman  claimed 
that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  in- 
fringed upon  his  jurisdiction.  Now,  he  was  very 
sure  that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had 
enough  to  do  in  attending  to  their  own  appropri- 
ate business,  not  to  feel  any  disposition  whatever 
to  infringe  upon  the  appropriate  duties  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Virginia.  But,  if  any  apol- 
ogy was  necessary  for  what  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had,  done,  he  did  think  that  a 
bare  allusion  to  the  circumstances  under  which  this 
bill  had  been  reported,  would  satisfy  every  man 
that  they  had  at  least  done  no  more  than  their  duty. 
What  were  the  facts.'  Sometime  early  in  the  ses- 
sion the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  re- 
ported a  bill  predicated  upon  the  war  estimates. 
That  bill,  as  a  matter  of  course,  ha4  been  super- 
seded by  the  return  of  peace,  and  was  necessarily 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  await  the  new  estimates  predicated  upon  the 
new  condition  of  the  country. 

On  the  12th  of  June  this  House,  by  a  very  large 
vote,  had  passed  a  resolution  proposing  to  adjourn 
on  the  17th  of  July  last.  It  was  not  until  the  29lh 
of  June  that  the  Secretary  of  War  had  sent  esti- 
mates to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  pre- 
dicated upon  what  that  department  recommended 
as  the  appropriations  which  should  be  made  for 
the  current  fiscal  year.  These  estimates  had  not 
come  into  his  hands  until  the  first  of  July,  seven- 
teen days  only  before  the  time  on  which  the  House 
had  proposed  to  adjourn.  In  the  mean  time,  they 
had  heard  nothing  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
had  directed  him  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
additional  estimates^for  estimates  based  on  the 
supposition  that  the  army  was  composed  of  sixty- 
four  men  to  the  company,  instead  of  one  hundred 
to  the  company,  and  also  upon  the  supposition 
that  the  army  was  returned  back  to  the  condition 
in  which  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  Mex- 
ican war.  These  estimates  were  forwarded  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  but  they  were 
not  sent  to  that  committee  so  that  the  bill  could  be 
reported  to  the  House  until,  he  thought,  the  17th 
of  last  July,  the  very  day  on  which  the  House 
had  proposed  to  adjourn.  As  yet  they  had  heard 
nothing  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
'  When  the  bill  had  been  reported  on  the  17th 
of  July,  he  had  endeavored  to  get  a  special  order 
for  it,  so  that  it  would  come  up  before  the  Oregon 
bill;  but  it  had  been  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to 
postpone  it  till  after  the  Oregon  bill,  and,  notwith- 
standing his  repeated  efforts  to  take  up  the  bill,  it 
was  not  until  the  2d  of  August  that  he  had  been 
enabled  to  get  it  up  at  all.  And  yet  the  Committee 
on  Military  Ali'airs  had  presented  nothing  to  the 
House,  had  reported  nothing,  and  they  had  now 
little  more  than  one  week  from  this  time  to  the 
adjournment.  He  now  appealed  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  Allairs,  what  would 


he  have  said,  or  what  would  the  country  have  said, 
if  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  lain  all 
this  time  without  ever  reporting  the  army  bill,  the 
gravest,  the  most  important,  the  most  difficult  of 
all  the  appropriation  bills,  except  the  civil  and  dip- 
lomatic appropriation  bill.'' 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  the  Military  Committee,  or  the 
chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  were  rfot  at 
all  responsible  for  any  decision  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  upon  the  adjournment.  They  had  had 
no  estimates  before  them — no  data  on  which  they 
could  found  calculations  as  to  the  peace  establish- 
ment. The  report  was  sent  in  day  before  yester- 
day; the  gentleman's  bill  had  been  upon  the  table 
for  some  time;  the  gentleman  had  been  pressing 
its  consideration,  and  he  (Mr.  B.)had  been  obliged 
to  ask  the  House  to  stave  it  off  till  they  could  get 
some  information  from  the  War  Department.  Tliat 
information,  as  he  had  before  said,  had  only  been 
received  day  before  yesterday,  and  even  now  it  had 
not  been  printed,  and  the  only  information  which 
they  had  to  act  upon  was  that  wliich  they  could 
get  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  VINTON.  Did  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  call  on  the  Secretary  of  War  for  this  re- 
port.' 

Mr.  BOTTS.  Most  unquestionably  we  called 
upon  tlie  President  for  the  report;  that  report  was 
received  day  before  yesterday,  and  was  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  printer,  and  had  not  now  been  laid 
before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  or  this  House. 

Mr.  VINTON.  When  did  you  call  upon  the 
Secretary  of  War .' 

Mr.  BOTTS.     More  than  two  weeks  ago. 

Mr.  VINTON.     Two  weeks  ago  ! 

Mr.  BOTTS.  When  did  we  have  the  procla- 
mation of  peace?    We  could  not  do  it  before. 

Mr.  VINTON  continued.  We  had  the  procla- 
mation of  peace  about  the  last  of  June,  he  be- 
lieved. Now,  it  was  true  that  the  Committee  on 
Military  x\ilairs  were  not  responsible  for  this 
House  having  fixed  the  day  of  adjournment  when 
they  had,  but  he  believed  they  were  just  as  re- 
sponsible as  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
were.  They  were  no  more  nor  no  less  respon- 
sible. 

Mr.  HARALSON  said  the  President's  message 
communicating  the  news  of  peace  also  communi- 
cated certain  important  information  on  the  subject 
they  were  now  discussing.  There  had  been  a  call 
made  on  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  26th  of  June, 
he  believed,  for  information  as  to  what  number 
now  constituted  the  army,  and  what  would  be  the 
number  of  its  officers  when  at  the  maximum  au- 
thorized by  law.  That  communication,  like  the 
message,  had  laid  upon  the  Speaker's  table  until 
within  a  few  days,  when  it  had  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  It  had  not, 
therefore,  been  possible  for  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  with  this  communication  lying 
on  the  Speaker's  tsrble,  to  have  taken  any  authori- 
tative action,  for  they  had  not  the  information  on 
which  to  proceed. 

A  conversation  here  occurred  between  Messrs. 
HARALSON  and  TOOMBS  as  to  the  basis  of 
the  number  of  privates  in  each  company  which 
this  bill  proposed  to  establish;  the  former  gentle- 
man reading  the  law  of  the  13ih  May,  1846,  which 
authorizes  the  President  to  increase  the  number  to 
one  hundred  men  in  each  company,  to  be  reduced 
to  sixty-four  whenever  the  exigencies  of  the  ser- 
vice permit,  and  expressing  his  understanding  that 
the  bill,  if  passed,  would  leave  the  number  at  six- 
ty-four; and  the  latter  gentleman  stating  that  the 
bill  expressly  proposed  to  repeal  the  law  of  1846, 
thereby  reviving  the  law  of  1842,  which  fixed  the 
number  of  men  in  each  company  at  forty-two, 
under  the  peace  establishment. 

Mr.  VINTON  continued.  The  law  which  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  had  read  was  not  the  law 
which  provided  the  peace  establishment;  it  was  a 
war  bill.  The  number  proposed  under  this  bill 
was  precisely  that  fixed  by  the  law  of  1842,  which 
fixed  the  peace  establishment,  and  which  gave 
forty-two  men  to  each  company.  That  was  in- 
tended to  be  a  skeleton  army,  which  might  be 
filled  up,  enlarged,  whenever  a  state  of  war  arose. 
Well,  a.stateof  war  had  arisen,  and  the  act  of  13th 
May,  1846,  had  undertaken  to  etdarge  this  army 
by  filling  up  this  skeleton  to  one  hundred  in  each 
company,  at  the  discretion  of  the  President,  and 
not  below  sixty-four.  Now,  at  the  return  of 
peace,  the  proposition  was  to  return  to  our  peace 


establishment,  to  reduce  the  army  back  to  where 
it  was  prior  to  the  Mexican  war;  and  the  law 
which  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  called  the  peace 
establishment  was  what  he  (Mr.  V.)  called  the 
war  bill,  and  which  changed  the  peace  establish- 
ment. It  was  true,  he  ought  not  to  throw  his  loose 
opinions  in  the  way  of  the  weighty  ones  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
and  those  v/ho  had  the  appropriate  charge  of  mat- 
ters of  this  kind. 

But  to  come  back  from  this  digression  to  what 
he  was  stating.  Now,  when  they  had  but  little 
more  than  a  week  to  the  close  of  the  session  of 
Congress,  no  proposition  having  come  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  are  arraigned  before  this  House 
because  they  have  reported  a  bill  which,  while  it 
furnished  the  appropriations  that  were  necessary 
for  the  support  of  the  army,  provided  for  the  de- 
crease of  the  army  to  a  peace  establishment.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  said,  what  was  un- 
doubtedly true,  that  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  had  called  two  weeks  ago  upon  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  for  a  report.  Well,  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  had  called  a  month  ago;  and 
if  the  gentleman  had  been  as  diligent  as  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  had  been,  he  would 
have  got  the  report  before  now.  The  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  had  got  three  different  esti- 
mates; on  the  1st  of  July  they  had  got  this  bill 
reported.  He  suspected  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs  had  not  even  asked  any  questions  of 
the  War  Department  until  this  last  bill  had  been 
reported.  That  was  all  he  had  to  say.  If  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  waited  for 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  make  their 
inquiries  at  the  War  Department,  in  the  first  place, 
then  to  agree  upon  and  repo»t  a  bill  for  the  regula- 
tion of  the  peace  establishment,  and  then  get  it 
through  this  House,  that  they  might  predicate 
their  appropriation  bill  upon  it,  he  thought  at  this 
late  hour  of  the  session  there  would  liave  been 
great  danger  that  the  time  they  had  fixed  for  ad- 
journment would  have  come  before  they  had  done 
anything  towards  making  the  necessary  appropri- 
ations for  the  support  of  the  army  for  the  current 
year;  and  how  would  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  have  been  able  to  vindicate  themselves 
before  the  House  and  the  country  for  running  such 
hazard  ? 

Mr.  GENTRY  said  it  seemed  to  him  unfortu- 
nate, without  intending  to  cast  blame  upon  any- 
body, that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  had 
not  reported  a  bill  to  determine  what  should  be  the 
peace  establishment  of  the  United  States,  now  that 
the  war  was  terminated.  The  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  reported  the 
appropriation  bill  for  the  support  of  the  army  for 
the  ensuing  year.  It  seemed  to  him  (Mr.  G.)  that 
a  preliminary  question  should  be  disposed  of  be- 
fore they  proceeded  to  the  details  of  that  bill.  He 
desired  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman  how  it  was  that 
it  was  proposed  to  test  the  sense  of  this  Hou!<e  as 
to  what  should  be  the  peace  establishment  of  the 
country?  It  seemed  to  him  that  they  ought,  by 
resolution  or  in  some  specific  form,  to  test  the 
sense  of  the  House  as  to  what  should  be  the  peace 
establishment,  before  they  went  into  the  details  of 
the  appropriation  bill;  then  those  would  follow,  as 
a  matter  of  course. 

Now,  he  doubted  very  much  for  himself,  and  it 
was  a  grave,  a  very  grave  and  serious  question, 
whether  the  old  peace  establishment  was  compe- 
tent for  the  present  time.  We  had  acquired  a 
large  territory;  we  had  bound  ourselves  by  treaty 
stipulations  to  protect  the  Mexicans  from  the  in- 
cursions of  the  Indian  tribes  who  lived  upon  those 
territories;  we  were  about  to  extend  our  laws  to 
Oregon;  there  were  Indians  there,  and  we  would 
need  a  brigade  of  men  in  each  of  these  Territories. 
Now,  would  there  be  enough  in  the  old  peace  es- 
tablishment for  the  present  condition  of  the  coun- 
try ? 

Mr.  VINTON,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  would  say,  that  when  they  came  to  the 
items  of  the  bill  for  pay  and  subsistence,  they 
could  fix  the  amount  according  as  they  determined 
whether  we  should  have  forty-two,  sixty-four,  or 
one  hundred  men  to  each  company.  There  was 
no  difficulty  at  all;  it  was  all  imaginary.  As  he 
had  slated  the  other  day,  supposing  that  the  House 
might  probably  entertain  a  different  opinion  from 
the"  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the  commit- 
tee had  taken  the  precaution  to  procure  three  dif- 
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ferent  sets  of  estimates — one  predicated  upon  the 
employment  of  one  huiidied  men  to  the  compa- 
ny, another  upon  the  employment  of  sixty-four, 
and  another  of  forty-two  men  to  the  company, 
with  the  addition  of  those  troops  which  had  been 
autiiorized  to  be  raised  since  the  commencement 
of  the  JN'Iexican  war;  and,  as  he  had  said  the  other 
day,  whicliever  of  these  bases  the  committee  saw 
fit  to  adopt,  the  blanks  could  be  filled  in  half  an 
hour. 

Mr.  BOTTS  desired  to  ask  a  question  of  the 
gentleman  :  What  diflierence  did  the  gentleman 
propo.se  by  his  bill  to  make  between  the  peace  es- 
tablishment now,  and  the  peace  establiijhment.  at 
the  time  the  war  with  Mexico  began.' 

Mr.  VINTON  had  stated  the  other  day,  very 
specifically,  once  or  twice.  He  did  not  know 
whether  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affair.^  had  listened  or  not. 
■  lyir.  BOTTS  said,  if  he  had,  he  could  not  have 
heard  the  jrentleman  from  his  seat. 

Mr.  VINTON  would  now  repeat  that  this  bill 
was  based  on  the  supposition  that  the  army  would 
be  reduced  back  to  what  it  was  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war  with  Mexico,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  a  company  of  engineers  of  100  men, 
who  had  been  raised  since  the  commencement  of 
the  Mexican  war;  with  the  addition  also  of  one 
regiment  of  mounted  riflemen,  which  consisted, 
men  and  officers  together,  of  1,181  men,  and  the 
further  addition  of  eight  companies  of  artillery, 
which  had  been  added  to  the  regular  army  since 
the  commencement  of  the  war.  If  this  bill,  then, 
became  a  law,  the  army  would  stand  first  where  it 
was  under  the  peace  establishment  of  1842,  and 
at  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  Mexico, 
with  the  addition  of  these  eight  companies  of  artil- 
lery, this  regiment  of  moi'inted  riflemen,  and  this 
company  of  engineers.  That  would  be  the  army. 
Now,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  AflTairs)  had  said 
if  this  bill  became  a  law,  our  army  would  be 
hut  6,000  men.  The  gentleman  had  represented 
him  (Mr.  V.)  as  a  military  man.  He  was  not 
very  ambitious  in  that  respect;  but  of  one  thing  he 
•would  assure  the  gentleman,  whenever  he  under- 
took any  military  exploit,  he  would  knowthe  num- 
ber of  the  army  lie  was  to  command.  [A  laugh.] 
The  sentlenian  said  that  under  this  bill  the  army 
would  consist  of  but  6,000  men:  now,  he  had  be- 
fore him  the  returns  of  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  made 
in  December,  18-15,  which  showed  the  army, under 
the  peace  establishment,  (to  which  they  proposed 
to  redu'-.e  it,)  to  consist  of  6,040  men,  rank  and  file, 
and  8,616  men,  oflicers  included.  And,  in  addi- 
tion, there  were  now  eight  companies  of  artillery, 
this  regiment  of  mounted  riflemen  of  1,181  men, 
and  this  company  of  engineers  of  100  men.  That, 
he  would  answer  the  gentleman,  was  the  army  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.     [Lausi^hter.] 

Mr.  HARALSON  said  the  whole  amount  of  the 
army  in  its  diff'erenl  corps,  after  the  discharge  of 
those  who  were  entitled  to  be  discharged  under  the 
existing  law,  would  be  8,866.  This  was  shown 
by  a  report  in  Executive  document  No.  75,  com- 
municated to  the  House  on  the  25th  July. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  it  was  always  the  case  that 
there  were  vacancies  to  be  filled  up.  These  esti- 
mates were  based  on  the  suiiposiiion  that  these 
vacancies  would  be  filled  up  to  the  number  of  forty- 
two  men  in  each  coinpany.  If  gentlemen  would 
look  into  the  bill,  they  would  find  an  item  in  it 
providing  for  enlistments,  as  a  matter  of  course. 
The  estimates  were  on  the  sufjposition  that  the 
companies  would  be  filled  up  as  the  War  Depart- 
ment WHS  authorized  to  fill  them,  by  enlistment. 
For  instance,  here  was  the  estimate  of  the  Com- 
missary General  of  Subsistence,  who,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  estimated  for  the  number  of  persons 
authorized  under  the  l)ill  as  it  now  stood,  with  the 
exception  of  those  officers  who  received  commu- 
tations for  their  rations.  But,  insteari  of  the 
whole  number  of  the  army  being  but  6,000,  as  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Miliimy  Affairs 
liad  stated,  it  was,  as  he  had  before  said,  exclusive 
of  officers,  9,891,  including  employes  and  all  per- 
sons connected  with  the  army.  The  Connnissary 
General,  in  making  tliis  estimate,  had  evidently 
fallen  into  an  error  with  respect  to  the  rifle  regi- 
ment of  some  400  men.  The  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  asked  estimates  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  based  on  the  supposition  that 
thp  ucl  of  ISth  JNlay,  1846,  should  be  repealed. 


The  Commissary  General  of  the  War  Department 
seemed  to  suppose  that  that  would  bring  down  this 
rifle  regiment — which  was  raised  by  a  law  subse- 
quent to  the  law  of  13th  May,  1846— to  64  men 
in  the  company,  and  had  put  down  the  number  of 
the  regiment  at  765  men;  whereas  the  repeal  of 
this  act  of  May,  1846,  would  not  touch  this  rifle 
regiment.  That  remained  at  1,181  men,  and  the 
army,  consequently,  would  be  some  400  or  500 
larger  than  provided  for  by  the  estimates  which 
had  been  sent  in  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  BOTTS  said  he  had  read  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  this  morning,  who  thought  it 
would  require  5,000  men  additional  to  protect  the 
country  we  had  acquired  from  Mexico  daring  this 
war.  Now,  if  you  took  5,000  men  from  the  army 
provided  for  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  he  desired  to  know  what  would  be  the 
remnant  of  the  army,  and  how  much  it  would  be 
reduced  belosv  what  it  was  before  the  war?  Accord- 
ing to  the  gentleman's  estimate,  the  army  would 
number  .something  like  9,000  men  under  this  bill. 
Take  5,000  from  them  for  the  new  territories,  and 
it  would  leave  but  4,000.  He  asked  the  gentleman 
if  he  would  have  thus  reduced  the  army  before  the 
war.'  and  if  he  would  not,  why  should  he  reduce 
it  thus  now?  He  asked  that  the  communication 
from  the  War  Department  be  read. 

Mr.  VINTON,  (continuing.)  That  could  be 
read  after  he  was  through.  In  reply  to  the  gentle- 
man, he  would  say,  if  five  thousand  men  were  re- 
quired in  Mexico  and  California,  it  would  leave, 
as  a  matter  of  course,  about  five  thousand  men  at 
the  disposition  of  the  War  Department  for  the 
protection  of  other  parts  in  the  United  States.  He 
had  not  seen  the  communication  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman referred;  but  if  five  thousand  men  were 
required  for  the  protection  of  New  Mexico  and 
California,  then  he  would  be  disposed  to  give  those 
Territories  back  again.  If  five  thousand  men  were 
required  for  their  protection,  and  to  carry  out  the 
guarantees  of  the  treaty,  it  must  involve  the  Gov- 
ernment in  an  annual  expenditure  of  at  least 
$5,000,000  to  protect  these  worthless  Territories; 
and  if  that  was  the  truth  of  the  case,  it  was  im- 
portant for  the  country  to  know  that  this  New 
Mexico  and  California  were  to  saddle  this  country 
— to  say  nothing  of  the  debt  the  war  had  brought 
upon  us — according  to  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  with  an  annual  expend- 
iture of  11,5,000,000. 

Mr.  BOTTS.  According  to  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

Mr.  VINTON.  Well;  according  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  Now,  if  that  was  the  case,  it  were 
better  far  for  this  country  to  give  these  Territories 
up  at  once,  and  beg  Mexico  to  take  them  back. 

Mr.  DICKEY  explained,  that  he  was  in  favor 
of  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  reduce  the  army  to  what  it  was 
before  the  war,  and  of  making  use  of  the  estimates 
based  on  that  supposition;  but  he  should  be  for 
giving  a  discretionary  power  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  enlarge  the  number  of  the 
companies  to  be  employed  upon  our  frontiers  in 
New  Mexico  and  California, and  he  should  restrict 
the  aggregate  number  to  what  was  proposed  in  this 
bill.  At  the  proper  time,  he  intended  to  propose 
an  amendment  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  experience  had  shown  that 
discretion  thus  vested  was  positive  law.  He  was 
not  for  giving  any  such  discretion.  If  there  was 
to  be  any  discretion  of  the  kind,  let  the  depart- 
ment come  after  it,  and  Congress  would  judge 
whether  it  should  be  given.  If  discretion  was 
conferred,  the  army  would  be  carried  up  to  the 
maximum  of  the  authority  conferred  upon  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  Now,  he  did  not 
undertake  to  decide  how  many  men  it  would  re- 
quire to  protect  New  Mexico  and  California;  but 
this  much  he  did  know,  if  it  should  requn-e  any- 
thing like  the  force  that  was  stated  now  to  be 
estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  it  was  a  mis- 
erable bargain  we  had  made  in  getting  this  country. 

He  had  heretofore  stated  the  facts  on  which 
these  estimates  were  predicated,  and  on  which  the 
bill  was  based.  As  a  matter  of  course,  the  com- 
mittee would  have  them  all  before  them,  and  they 
would  hear  what  gentlemen  had  to  say  as  to  the 
propriety  of  the  inciease  of  the  army  Ijeyond  what 
j  was  proposed  in  this  bill.  The  Committee  of 
I  Ways  and  Means  could  not  have  desired  to  un- 
dertake to  fix  what  should  be  the  military  peace 
I  establiMhment  of  this  country;  but  they  had  acted 


under  the  pressure  of  circumstances.  The  session 
was  so  far  advanced,  and  so  near  its  end,  that  it 
was  not  possible  that  they  could  have  vindicated 
themselves  before  thecountry,if  theyhad  neglected 
to  report  a  bill.  The  very  fact  that  they  were  now 
almost  in  the  last  hour  of  the  session,  and  that  the 
consideration  of  this  bill  was  just  begun,  showed 
that,  whoever  had  been  lardy,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  not  been  in  haste. 

Mr.  McLANE  inquired  if  the  gentleman  meant 
to  make  the  necessary  amendments  in  this  bill  to 
provide  for  an  additional  force,  either  by  refusing 
to  repeal  the  act  referred  to  in  the  second  section 
of  this  bill,  or  by  providing  an  additional  regi- 
mental force?  He  made  the  inquiry,  because  he 
proposed,  if  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  or  any  member  of  the  Military 
Committee  did  not,  himself  to  offer  such  an  amend- 
ment, in  lieu  of  the  second  section  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  VINTON  replied,  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  furnished  with  estimates 
which  would  enable  them  to  fill  up  the  bill  on  the 
basis  of  one  hundred  men  to  the  company;  they 
were  also  furnished  with  estimates  which  would 
enable  the  bill  to  be  filled  up  on  the  basis  of  sixty- 
four  men  to  the  companj^;  and  the  bill,  as  it  now 
stood,  was  on  the  basis  of  forty-two  men  to  the 
company.  But,  as  to  additional  regiments,  as 
a  matter  of  course,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  no  estimates. 

Mr.  GENTRY.  What  would  be  the  aggregate 
number  of  the  army,  supposing  the  companies  to 
remain  at  sixty-four? 

Mr.  VINTON.  The  Commissary  General  of 
Subsistence  estimates  it  at  13,115,  exclusive  of 
officers;  that  was  all  the  military  establishment, 
including  employes  and  all  connected  with  the 
army.  Exclusive  of  oflicers,  on  the  basis  of  one 
hundred  men  to  the  company,  the  aggregate  num- 
ber would  be  20,292,  and  on  the  basis  of  forty-two, 
as  adopted  in  the  bill,  it  would  be  9,891. 

Mr.  McLANE  (the  floor  being  yielded)  desired, 
in  explanation  of  an  amendment  he  should  ofl^er, 
providing  for  an  increase  of  the  army,  to  press 
upon  the  committee  the  urgent  necessity  for  a  mod- 
ification ofthis  bill  as  it  now  stood  before  the  com- 
mittee. And  he  should  venture  to  hope  that 
honorable  gentlemen,  who  were  unwilling  upon 
any  terms  to  permit  any  portion  of  the  army  of 
the  United  States  to  go  to  New  Mexico  or  Califor- 
nia at  all,  would  still,  in  view  of  the  Texan  fron- 
tier, consent  to  the  modification  of  this  bill.  He 
did  not  believe  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  would  refuse  to  send  any  force 
to  Oregon,  and  yet  he  did  know  that  the  force 
which  was  necessary  to  go  to  Oregon,  he  would 
send  there  with  great  reluctance.  But  he  did  not 
believe  that  was  the  sense  of  this  committee,  and 
he  did  not  believe,  if  this  question  was  fairly  dis- 
cussed, or  fairly  met  by  this  committee,  that  they 
would  refuse  to  make  the  necessary  addition  to  the 
army  of  the  United  States.  He  did  not  believe 
that  any  clamor,  come  from  what  quarter  it  might, 
from  the  other  side  of  this  House,  or  from  any 
branch  of  this  Government,  would  prevent  this 
Congress  from  giving  ample  protection  to  the  west- 
ern frontier  of  tliis  country. 

Now,  it  was  idle,  in  his  judgment,  to  sajr  that 
with  9,800  men  we  could  take  proper  care  of  the 
Atlantic  fortifications,  of  the  works  on  the  sea- 
board, and  send  a  competent  force  to  Oregon  and 
California.  If  Atlantic  men,  men  on  the  seaboard, 
were  disposed  to  permit  this  loose  idea  of  taking 
care  of  their  fortifications  with  twenty  or  thirty 
men  to  prevail  in  this  committee,  with  all  respect 
to  the  judgment  of  honorable  men  here,  he  would 
assure  them  that  the  military  men  of  the  country, 
who  were  competent,  and  who  alone  were  compe- 
tent to  give  them  a  correct  opinion  on  this  subject, 
i  decided  that  all  four  of  the  artillery  regiments  were 
required  upon  the  seaboard.  One  hundred  and 
eighty  millions  of  dollars  had  already  been  invested 
in  fortifications  along  the  Atlantic  coast.  A  sug- 
gestion controlling  on  this  subject  was,  that  when 
the  artillery  had  been  withdrawn  from  the  fortifi- 
cations, and  they  were  suffering  on  account  of  it, 
that  artificers  and  laborers  had  been  hired  by  the 
Engineer  department  at  the  rate  of  $25  or  #30  per 
month,  to  keep  these  works  in  order.  His  frienil 
from  Illinois  before  him  said  they  certainly  cnuld 
not  be,  needed.  Would  this  committee  believe 
that  this  Government,  after  the  artillery  regiments 
were  withdrawn  from  these  fortifications,  would 
hire  laborers  and  artificers  to  keep  these  works  in 
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order  if  they  were  not  needed?  Now,  he  submitted, 
■with  entire  respect  to  the  judgment  of  individuals 
differing  with  liim  on  this  point,  that  they  ought 
to  legislate  on  this  question  first  with  reference  to 
the  artillery  force  being  retained  on  the  Atlantic 
seaboard;  and  then  there  were  but  eight  regiments 
of  infantry  left,  at  forty-two  men  to  the  company, 
when  filled.  Gentlemen  must  not  forget  that  to 
keep  these  companies  up  to  forty-two  men  to  the 
company  was  impossible,  as  it  was  to  keep  them 
full  up  to  any  standard.  Vacancies  must  occur; 
there  must  necessarily  be  a  deficiency,  sometimes 
more,  sometimes  less.  But  there  would  remain 
only  eight  regiments  of  infantry  for  the  western 
frontiers  of  the  United  States.  Ten  companies  at 
forty-two  men  each,  would  be  four  hundred  and 
twenty  men  to  a  regiment;  if  we  allowed  twenty 
men  only  for  the  deficiencies,  there  would  be  only 
eight  regiments,  atfour  hundred  men,  orthree  thou- 
sand two  hundred  men,  for  the  whole  military  force 
of  the  United  States.  He  had  no  other  object  in  the 
world  than  to  do  his  duty,  when  he  said  he  knew 
it  was  idle  to  talk  of  three  thousand  two  hundred 
men  protecting  or  garrisoning  our  western  frontier 
posts. 

Now,  he  knew  very  well  that  he  spoke  to  honor- 
able gentlemen  who  were  reluctant  to  increase  the 
standing  army  of  the  country.  He  knew  that  honor- 
able gentlemen  on  his  own  side  of  the  House  were 
fixed  in  principle  against  any  unnecessary  increase 
of  the  standing  army.  He  knew  honorable  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  were  active  and  zealous 
in  their  repugnance  to  any  increase  of  the  standing 
army  growing  out  of  this  war;  he  knew  they  were 
reluctant  to  add  a  single  man  to  the  army  to  take 
charge  of  the  frontier  acquired  by  the  war;  and, 
therefore,  he  chose  to  speak  out  his  own  judgment 
that  the  three  thousand  two  hundred  men  to  con- 
stitute the  infantry  force  of  this  country  were  alto- 
gether insufficient.  Yet  this  was  the  basis  of  the 
bill  on  which  they  were  going  to  vote.  Now,  hon- 
orable gentlemen  must  not  say  it  will  do  to  take  a 
regiment  temporarily  for  Oregon,  another  ranger 
regiment  temporarily  for  Texas;  for,  whatever  in- 
dividuals might  say,  this  country  knew  that  these 
ranger  regiments  needed  always  to  become  perma- 
nent army  regiments;  and,  until  they  became  per- 
manent army  regiments,  they  disorganized  rather 
than  promoted  order.  Colonel  Dodge  had  recom- 
mended the  ranger  regiment  under  him  to  be  con- 
stituted into  a  regular  army  regiment,  to  be  placed 
under  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  to  be  enlisted 
in  the  same  manner,  and  to  be  under  the  regular 
army  control  and  discipline;  and  it  had  become  the 
first  regiment  of  dragoons. 

He  had  thus  stated  the  considerations  which  in- 
duced him  to  desire  this  increase  of  force.  He 
would  at  once  add  an  additional  regiment  to  aid 
the  mounted  regiment  for  the  western  frontier;  but, 
if  the  committee  were  unwilling  to  do  this,  then  he 
besought  them  to  adopt  the  recommendation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  strike  out  the 
second  section  of  this  bill,  which  repealed  the  act 
of  13th  May,  1846,  thus  leaving  with  the  President 
the  discretion  to  keep  the  army  up  to  seventeen 
thousand  men,  if  required  for  the  western  frontier, 
and  for  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  and  to  reduce  it  to 
sixty-four  men  to  the  company,  which  would  be 
some  twelve  thousand  or  thirteen  thousand  men, 
if  it  was  found  that  a  larger  force  was  not  re- 
quired. 

Mr.  VfNTON  further  yielded  to— 

Mr.  TOOMBS,  who  said  that  he  had  proposed, 
in  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  reduce 
the  army  down  to  the  peace  establishment  as  it 
existed  before  the  Mexican  war,  which  the  com- 
mittee had  agreed  to.  They  had  accordingly  re- 
ported a  section  to  repeal  the  act  of  May  13, 1846, 
which  gave  the  President  discretion  to  carry  up 
the  number  of  men  in  each  company  to  one  hun- 
dred, or  to  reduce  it  to  sixty-four,  as  in  his  judg- 
ment the  public  exigencies  required.  By  simply 
repealing  that  act,  they  let  down  the  army  to  the 
old  peace  establishment,  with  the  addition  of  the 
rifle  regiment,  eight  companies  of  artillery,  and  the 
company  of  sappers  and  miners. 

Now,  if  the  standing  army  under  the  peace 
establishment  was  to  be  increased,  he  desired  it  to 
be  done  openly.  The  President  of  the  United 
States,  when  he  sent  in  his  message  congratulating 
the  country  upon  the  peace,  had  delivered  a  homily 
against  an  increase  of  the  standing  army,  and  in 
that  very  message,  with  his  characteristic  treat- 
ment of  a  subject,  had  recommended  to  Congress 


to  double  the  army  !  While  he  delivered  to  this 
House  and  the  country,  as  the  Executive  of  the 
Union,  a  homily  against  a  standing  army,  he  pro- 
posed to  carry  up  the  number  in  the  companies 
from  forty-two  to  one  hundred  men — more  than 
doubling  them — proposing  an  increase  of  fifty- 
eight  men  to  every  company  in  the  army  of  the 
United  States!  Now,  let  the  President  come  out 
boldly  and  tell  the  country  that  the  standing  army 
ought  to  be  increased;  that  it  ought  to  be  more 
than  doubled,  if  the  public  exigency  required  it. 
Instead  of  this  enormous  increase  of  our  standing 
army  in  time  of  peace,  which  the  President  saw  fit 
covertly  to  recommend,  he  (Mr.  T.)  was  opposed 
to  a  standing  army.  He  would  not  have  one, 
however  small,  upon  this  continent  to-day,  if  he 
could  help  It.  Our  Government  rested  upon  the 
people,  not  upon  a  standing  army.  With  10,000 
men  we  had  marched  into  Mexico,  conquered  the 
country,  and  reduced  her  to  our  power;  and  now, 
the  war  being  closed,  peace  having  been  restored, 
the  President,  in  the  same  message  in  which  he 
congratulated  the  country  upon  it,  recommended 
that  the  army  should  more  than  double  that  num- 
ber for  a  permanent  peace  establishment.  General 
Scott,  when  he  captured  the  city  of  Mexico,  ac- 
cording to  the  official  reports — which  he  (Mr.  T.) 
acknowledged  lie  had  great  difficulty  in  under- 
standing— ^had  only  10,000  men,  yet  the  President, 
while  he  said  he  did  not  want  any  increase  of  the 
army,  asked  for  authority  to  double  that  number 
for  the  peace  establishment ! 

The  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  who  was 
a  memberof  the  Military  Committee,  [Mr.  Burt,] 
proposed,  he  understood,  to  offer  an  amendment — 
which  was  highly  beneficial, and  for  which  he  (Mr. 
T.)  should  vote — which  was  not  to  increase  the 
aggregate  number  of  men  beyond  that  proposed  in 
this  bill,  but  to  allow  the  President  to  carry  up  the 
contpanies  which  were  sent  to  California  and  New 
Mexico  to  one  hundred  men,  but  not  to  increase 
the  aggregate  number.  He  was  in  favor  of  that. 
He  would  not  increase  the  army  above  10,200 
men,  officers  included. 

Mr.  McLANE  inquired  if  it  was  proposed  to 
take  the  men  from  the  companies  on  the  seaboard 
to  fill  up  these  western  companies.? 

Mr.  BURT  explained  that  his  proposition  was 
to  fix  the  number  of  the  army  for  the  peace  estab- 
lishment. He  would  prefer  to  have  the  peace  es- 
tablishment greater  than  that  proposed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  He  would  prefer 
to  have  the  privates  of  the  army  amount  to  about 
10,000  men,  which  would  be  a  slight  increase.  But 
no  matter  what  might  be  the  force — be  it  10,000  or 
8,000 — his  proposition  in  relation  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  that  force  was  this:  that  forty-two  should 
be  the  basis  of  a  company  of  artillery,  dragoons, 
and  infantry;  and  that  the  President  should  have 
the  discretion,  if  the  exigencies  of  the  service  re- 
quired it,  to  increase  ihe  companies  on  particular 
duty  to  one  hundred  men;  that  no  company  should 
be  carried  below  forty-two  men,  and  no  company 
should  be  increased  above  one  hundred.  It  was 
known  that  the  forces  which  were  to  be  sent  to 
Oregon,  California,  and  New  Mexico,  should  con- 
sist of  a  larger  number  of  rank  and  file  to  the  com- 
pany, than  the  cpmpanies  which  garrisoned  the 
forts  and  other  posts  within  the  limits  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  '  ■ 

Mr.  TOOMBS  understood  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  that  the  aggregate  foi'ce  should  not 
exceed  10,000.  Now,  he  could  not  carry  some 
companies  up  to  one  hundred,  unless  he  reduced 
same  below  forty-two,  without  he  increased  the 
aggregate.  The  thing  could  not  be  done.  He  was 
opposed  to  any  such  mode  of  increase  of  the  army; 
to  that  mode  as  much  as  any  other.  The  greatest 
danger  of  a  standing  army  was,  that  you  put  it 
in  the  discretion  of  the  President  to  increase  it. 
There  should  be  no  discretion  except  where  the 
law  could  not  speak.  It  was  against  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  a  republican  government  to 
place  a  standing  military  force  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive.      " 

Another  reason:  There  was  no  greater  neces- 
sity for  the  increase  of  our  military  force  now 
than  there  was  from  1821  to  1846,  except  the  ac- 
quisition of  New  Mexico  and  California.  We  had 
given  two  regiments  for  them  already.  Then  send 
on  the  merl.  If  they  were  sent  on,  they  were 
enough  to  keep  in  check  all  the  Indians  in  New 
Mexico,  Oregon,  and  California.  This  thing  was 
going  on  to  an  alarming  extent.     If  we  permitted 


the  peace  establishment  of  the  army  to  be  increased 
one  man,  it  would  go  on  increasing  until  the  army 
killed  the  Government  under  the  weight  of  its  cor- 
ruption. He  would  to  God  that  this  House  would 
immediately  disband  every  man  in  the  regular 
army.  Freemen  did  not  want  their  lives,  their 
persons,  and  property  defended  by  hired  merce- 
naries. We  should  not  have  a  standing  army  of 
a  man  in  time  of  peace.  When  we  shut  the  doors 
of  the  temple  of  Janus,  we  ought  to  strip  off  the 
epaulets  from  every  man  in  the  Republic,  to  put 
the  soldiers  to  work,  and  let  the  officers  return  to 
their  other  employments. 

He  was,  then,  in  favor  of  the  lowest  standard — 
of  forty-two  men  to  the  company.  Fie  called  upon 
Republicans  on  all  sides  of  the  House  to  stand  by 
the  old  Republican  platform,  and  keep  the  army 
down.  It  was  growing  day  by  day.  We  could 
call  our  citizen-soldiers  by  thousands  upon  any 
emergency.  If  it  cost  ten  times  as  rriuch,  it  was 
better  than  to  be  saddled  with  a  large  standing 
army,  keeping  them  for  years — a  source  of  cor- 
ruption and  great  danger  to  the  Republic — in  pre- 
paration for  some  emergency  which  might  arise. 
They  had  gloriously  shown  their  readiness  and 
their  ability  to  defend  their  country  on  every  bat- 
tle-field in  Mexico. 

It  was  important,  then,  he  admitted,  to  increase 
the  companies  which  were  sent  to  New  Mexico, 
California,  and  Oregon.  He  was  ^n  favor  of  that 
amendment.  But  he  would  not  increase  the  ag- 
gregate of  the  army.  That  was  the  difference 
between  his  friend  from  South  Carolina  and  him- 
self. 

Here  Mr.  Vinton's  hour  expired,  and  the  com- 
mittee proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  amend- 
ments under  the  rule  allowing  five  minutes'  ex- 
planations. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
the  second  section,  so  as  to  make  the  maximum 
number  of  men  64,  instead  of  42,  for  each  com- 
pany. He  believed,  in  the  main,  with  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  that  it  was  not  necessary  that 
this  country  should  keep  up  a  large  standing  army; 
but  it  had  been  the  policy  of  this  Government  from 
its  commencement  to  keep  up  an  army  of  some 
sort.  The  question,  then,  was,  to  what  should  it 
be  reduced.'  It  would  be  well  to  examine  what 
had  been  our  history  in  this  respect  in  times  of 
^eace,  and  whether  we  have  a  larger  force  than 
we  required.  What  was  our  army  in  1808,  1809, 
1810,  and  1811,  a  time  of  peace,  when  Jefferson 
and  Madison  made  every  effort  to  produce  econ- 
omy in  the  expenditures  of  the  Government?  He 
slated  the  number  of  dragoons,  infantry,  and  artil- 
lery in  the  economical  times  of  Jefferson,  the  ag- 
gregate of  which  was  9,170.  In  the  then  condition 
of  our  country,  that  was  the  number  of  our  army. 
Bat  he  appehended  that  a  larger  force  than  that 
would  now  be  requisite.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  we  have  but  just  terminated  a  war  with  Mex- 
ico. At  the  close  cf  the  war  of  1812,  as  now,  it 
became  a  matter  of  great  consequence  to  reduce 
the  army,  and  the  best  judgment  of  the  country 
was  brought  to  bear  on  the  question  at  that  time. 
The  result  was,  that  the  rank  and  file  was  limited 
to  10,000;  and  such  was  the  state  of  the  army 
from  1815  to  1821.  In  1821,  a  great  effort  was 
made' to  break  down  the  army,  and  the  effort  then 
made  to  reduce  the  army  below  the  standard  at 
which  it  then  stood  was  productive  of  great  mis- 
chief. He  was  well  satisfied  that  42  as  the  maxi- 
mum of  companies  would  be  insufficient.  General 
Atkinson  had  six  companies  of  42  men,  making 
252,  in  the  Black  Hawk  war;  and  if  he  had  had 
64  men  in  each  company,  it  was  not  too  much  to 
say  that  many  things  v/hich  then  occurred  would 
have  been  avoided,  and  much,  very  much  of  the 
money  then  spent  would  have  been  saved.  Then 
again,  in  the  Florida  war,  General  Clinch  had  six 
companies,  whose  maximum  was  42,  and,  as  in 
the  case  of  General  Atkinson  in  the  Black  Hawk 
war,  we  had  reason  to  regret  that  the  number  was  not 
greater.  If  each  company  had  consisted  of  64  or  100 
men,  those  two  companies,  which  togetheraraount- 
ed  to  but  65  men,  would  in  all  human  probability 
not  have  been  cut  off,  and  their  massacre  would 
have  been  prevented.  Look,  too,  at  the  condition 
of  General  Taylor  at  Corpus  Christi,  whose  com- 
panies did  not  average  more  than  30  men  each. 
He  appealed  to  the  committee  to  make  each  com- 
pany consist  of  64  men,  and  this  would  swell  the 
army  only  to  13,000,  which  was  not  an  extrava- 
gant number  in  the  present  condition  of  the  coun- 
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try,  as  compared  with  its  position  in  the  days  of 
Mr.  JelTerson  and  Mr.  Madison,  when  it  amounted 
to  10,000. 

Mr.  UlCKEY  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  sirikingoutand  insertin2;a  provisionauthorizing 
the  President  to  increase  the  privates  of  eacli  com- 
pany of  dragoons,  artillery,  and  infantry  to  any 
number  not  exceedins;  one  hundred,  whenever  lie 
niav  deem  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service  to 
require  it,  provided  tiiat  at  no  time  shall  the  army 
e.xceed  ten  thousand.  He  said  he  was  in  favor  of 
the  section  as  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  whijh  would  reduce  the  army  to  its 
condition  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  Mexican  war, 
but  he  desired  to  add  an  amendment  to  give  the 
discretion  to  the  President  to  increase  tlie  compa- 
nies of  any  regiment  to  one  hundred  men  when  in 
his  judgment  the  exigencies  of  the  service  re- 
quired it;  but  he  would  not  increase  the  aggregate 
number  of  the  army.  Jle  would  give  this  discre- 
tion to  the  President,  amongst  other  reasons,  that 
he  might  increase  the  rank  and  file  of  the  regi- 
ments which  were  Willed  for  by  the  Executive  for 
the  protection  of  Oregon  and  of  the  territory  which 
we  have  acquired  in  Mexico. 

The  CHAIllMAN  ruled  theamendment  of  Mr. 
Dickey  out  of  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  BOTTS  then  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment so  as  to  fix  the  basis  of  the  companies  at 
sixty-four  men',  but  with  authority  to  the  Presi- 
dent to  increase  to  one  liundred  such  companies  as 
he  may  employ  for  the  protection  of  the  Territo- 
ries, by  taking  the  requisite  number  of  men  from 
other  companies.  He  said  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment  would  increase  the  army  to  twelve 
thousand  eight  liundred  and  thirty-three  men, 
rank  and  file.  When  we  went  into  the  Mexican 
war  our  army  consisted  of  nine  thousand;  but  we 
have  acquired  a  vast  territory,  besides  Oregon,  for 
wliich  the  department  has  called  for  several  thou- 
sand men.  Take  the  number  requisite  for  that 
service  from  twelve  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
tliirty-three,  and  there  would  remain  less  than 
when  the  Mexican  war  began.  There  was  no  ne- 
cessity for  such  a  reduction  of  the  army  as  had 
been  contended  for.  He  was  no  advocate  for  a 
large  standing  army,  more  than  other  gentlemen 
were;  but  he  did  not  indulge  in  the  extravagant 
notions  of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr. 
TeoMBs]  respecting  the  disbanding  of  the  army, 
and  putting  those  of  whom  it  was  composed  to 
honorable  employment.  They  were  in  lionorable 
employment.  What  could  be  more  honorable 
employment  than  the  protection  of  the  lives  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  in  which  they  exposed  them- 
selves to  the  extremest  hardships  at  all  seasons  of 
the  year.'  In  his  judgment  they  had  acquired  by 
this  war  a  very  hard  bargain  if  their  acquisition 
were  taken  at  nothing.  He  would  not  have  taken 
it  nt  any  price;  hut,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty 
as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
he  did  not  act  on  his  own  views;  he  was,  there- 
fore, not  willing  to  give  up  those  Territories  to 
Mexico,  and  the  money  that  we  had  to  pay  for 
them  besides.  He  expected  that  this  Government 
would  provide  a  sufficient  military  force  to  take 
care  of  the  country  which  has  been  acqmred. 

We  have  acquired  these  territories  by  the  loss 
of  thousands  of  valuable  lives  and  niiUion.s  of  mo- 
ney, and  millions  more  we  have  to  pay  for  them. 
Look,  then,  at  Mexico.  She  is  now  engaged  in 
a  revolutionary  movement,  which  may  probably 
succeed;  and  if  it  does,  what  is  to  become  of  the 
territories  we  have  acquired,  and  for  which  we 
have  to  pay 'jj)15,000,U0U.'  Would  they  leave  them 
to  those  who  were  to  engage  in  the  great  buffalo 
hunt,  which  was  to  be  got  up  to  revolutionize 
Mexico  and  probal)ly  the  United  Stales  of  Amer- 
ica? Was  that  what  tjentlomen  intended?  If  pro- 
vision svere  not  made  to  protect  it,  and  it  was  not 
taken  by  the  bulfalo  hunters,  perhaps  Paredes 
would  take  it;  and  did  they  mean  to  leave  Santa 
Feand  California  in  a  helpleHs  condition,  thus  ex- 
posed? No;  whatever  his  private  opinions  might 
be,  lii.s  duty  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Afl'airsand  as  u  member  of  this  House,  should 
be  faithfully  di.-icharged;  and  when  the  gentleman 
from  Gemgia  [Mr.  Toombs]  appealed  to  the  Re- 
pulilican  niembcrs  of  this  House  to  put  down  this 
army,  he  (Mr.  Botts)  would  add  the  expression 
of  a  hope  that  they  would  aid  in  arresting  the  pre- 
vailing spirit  of  aggression  and  acquisition. 

Heie  ilia  allotted  five  minutes  exf)ired,  but  he 
eisked  permission  to  have  read  by  the  Clerk  sev- 


eral communications  on  this  subject  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  and  the  AdjutantGeneral,  and  they 
were  read  accordingly. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  expressed  his  approval  of  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  he 
adopted  it  as  a  part  of  his  own  proposition. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  submitted  a  proviso  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment,  to  provide  that  at  least 
three-fourths  of  the  army  should  be  kept  in  Ore- 
gon, California,  New  Mexico,  and  west  of  the 
Mississippi.  On  this  amendment  he  proceeded  to 
argue  in  favor  of  a  reduction  of  the  army.  He  was 
for  reducing  the  companies  to  42  men,  which  was 
a  basis  suiiiciently  large  for  all  the  purposes  of  de- 
fence of  this  country.  He  concurred  fully  and  en- 
tirely with  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  [Mr,  Toombs.]  The  expenses  of  the 
army  and  the  navy  too  should  be  reduced;  for  he 
looked  upon  it  as  certain  that  if  they  were  to  be 
allowed  to  swell  year  after  year,  they  would  soon 
sink  with  tlieir  own  weiglit  and  corruption.  He 
contended  that  a  large  force  was  not  necessary,  for 
a  small  force  would  protect  the  forts  on  the  Atlantic 
seaboard,  and  tlien  we  had  only  the  newly-acquired 
territory  and  Oregon  to  take  care  of.  Having  made 
his  remarks,  he  withdrev/ his  amendment. 

Mr.  BARRINGER,  on  a  pro  forma  motion, 
said  he  should  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Botts,]  which  had 
been  adopted  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Duncan.]  He  was  as  much  opposed  as  any 
gentleman  m  this  House  to  a  large  standing  army; 
but  what  was  meant  by  a  large  standing  army? 
They  must  have  an  army  to  meet  the  exigencies 
of  the  country.  In  times  of  peace,  they  all  under- 
stood a  standing  army  to  mean,  in  military  phra- 
seology, a  mere  skeleton,  with  more  officers  than 
men.  Our  country  lias  acquiretl  new  relations, 
new  duties,  and  new  difficulties  within  the  last  two 
years.  We  liave  new  relations  with  new  Mexico 
and  California,  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific.  We 
have  acquired  an  extensive  frontier  of  some  six- 
teen hundred  miles,  and  we  require  a  larger  force 
for  their  protection.  On  the  Pacific,  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  elsewhere  on  that  coast,  we  must  have 
forts;  and  hence  the  committee  would  see  that  he 
was  right  in  saying  that  we  have  new  duties  de- 
volving upon  us  in  consequence  of  our  new  rela- 
tions. But  we  have  other  duties  arising  out  of 
the  treaty  with  Mexico,  to  which  the  attention  of 
the  committee  had  not  been  called. 

By  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty,  it  wasengaged, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  not  only  that  per- 
sons   taken   by   the  Indians  shall  be  recaptured, 
but  that  we  will  punish  all  encroachments  of  the 
savages  into  the  territory  of  Mexico.     Here  there 
was  a  very  important  duty.     New  Mexico  and 
California   were  surrounded   by  the  Camanches, 
who  were  able  to  bring  12,000  or  15,000  warriors 
into  the  field,  and  we  have   not  only  engaged  to 
punish  their  invasions,  but  to  prevent  them.  Com- 
panies, then,  of  sixty-four  men  were  not  larger  than 
would  be  sufficient  to  defend  the  seaboard  on  the 
east,  and  that  great  country  on  the  west.    If  sixty- 
four  men  were  fixed  as  the  basis  of  companies,  it 
was  not  probable  that  they  would  average  more 
tliaii  fifty;  but  the  advantages  of  adding  twenty- 
two  men  to  a  company  would  more  than  counter- 
i  balance  the  cost.     As  had  been  already  said,  with 
!  this  basis  our  army  would  amount  to  about  13,000 
i  men;  and  he  appealed  to  gentlemen  if  that  number 
;  was  more  than  sufficient,  with  our  enlarged  bound- 
1  aries  and   our  new  relations  into  which  we  have 
1  entered  by  treaty  stipulations? 

Here  his   time  expired,  and  he  withdrew  his 
amendment. 
I      Mr.  DiCKliY  then   renewed  the  amendment 
;  which  he  had  before  submitted,  to  give  the  Presi- 
dent a  discretion  to  increase  companies  to  100  men 
in  emergencies,  but  not  to  increase  the  aggregate 
I  of  our  army  beyond  10,000. 

I  Mr.  McKAV  entered  into  some  explanations  to 
show  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Dun- 
'  can]  while  the  law  of  the  KUh  of  May,  1846, 
remained  operative.  He,  however,  expressed  his 
willingness  to  give  a  discretion  to  the  President  to 
increase  the  rank  and  file  of  those  companies  that 
may  be  employed  in  Oregon  and  the  newly- 
acquired  Mexican  territories  to  100:  and  that  was 
all  that  the  Secretary  of  War  asked.  He  proposed 
to  offer  an  amendment  in  accordance  with  his 
views. 
Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 


amendment  by  striking  out  all  thereof,  and  insert- 
ing: 

And  that  the  maximum  number  of  privates  in  eacli  of  tlie 
companies  of  the  dragoons,  artillerj-,  infaiiuy,  and  mounted 
riflemen  of  the  army  of  the  United  StaiPS,  shall  not  hereaf- 
ter exceed  forty-two  :  Provided,  That  tlie  President  may,  in 
his  discretion,  increase  the  number  of  privates  in  eacli  of 
tlie  companies,  not  exceeding  si.vty,  which  shall  at  any  time 
bo  ordered  and  Ifept  in  the  permanent  service  in  tlie  Terri- 
tories, to  such  number,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  to  earh 
company,  as  he  may  think  discreet;  and  may  order  such 
transfers  from  and  to  the  diflerent  companies  as  may  he  ne- 
cessary for  that  purpose:  ^7id  provided,  further,  Thai  the 
whole  numher  of  privates,  including  the  company  of  engi- 
neers and  the  enlisted  men  of  ordnance,  at  any  one  time  in 
the  service,  shall  not  exceed  9,060  men,  and  that  the  number 
of  women  and  employes  belonging  to,  or  at  any  time  attached 
to  the  army,  shall  not  exceed  one  thousand. 

In  explaining  the  grounds  of  his  amendment, 
Mr.  H.  observed  that  the  army,  as  it  existed 
before  the  commencement  of  the  Mexican  war, 
had  consisted  of  7,040  privates — the  total  number 
being  8,616.  This  amendment  limited  the  number 
of  privates  to  9,060.  It  proposed  to  fix  the  number 
of  men  to  a  company  at  forty-two;  but  it  allowed  the 
President  to  increase  the  companies  that  might  be 
employed  in  the  Territories  to  one  hundred  men 
each:  beyond  this  he  could  not  go.  There  would 
be  fifty  per  cent,  more  privates  in  the  whole  army 
than  there  had  been  before  the  war. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Hall  was  carried,  on  a 
count  by  tellers:  Ayes  76,  noes  42. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amendment 
as  amended — 

Mr.  FICKLIN  moved  to  add  a  proviso  that 
three-fourths  of  the  total  number  be  kept  west  of 
the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  F.  observed  that  there  would  be  some 
twenty-eight  hundred  officers  in  the  army  on  the 
basis  proposed:  and  the  whole  influence  of  this 
body  of  men  would  be  exerted,  in  all  probability, 
to  keep  the  laody  of  the  army  on  the  Atlantic 
seaboard,  because  there  they  would  have  more 
agreeable  quarters,  and  would  be  surrounded  with 
more  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  But  he  was  confident 
that  one-fourth  of  the  number  of  troops  would  be 
quite  sufficient  to  garrison  the  forts,  and  do  what- 
ever was  required  in  preserving  the  public  prop- 
erty here.  The  manual  labor  required  was  most 
of  it  done  by  artificers  hired  for  the  purpose;  the 
number  of  soldiers  actually  needed  at  the  posts  on 
the  Atlantic  would  not  absorb  certainly  more  than 
one-fourth  of  the  army. 

Mr.  HARALSON  asked  why  the  gentleman 
should  have  such  a  want  of  confidence  in  the  offi- 
cers of  the  army  and  in  the  President  and  the  War 
Department,  as  to  suppose  that  they  would  not 
keep  the  army  where  its  presence  was  most  needed? 
He  did  not  mean  any  reflection  on  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  but  he  might  be  allowed  to  say  that 
military  men  were  at  least  as  competent  judges 
where  troops  were  most  needed.  And  did  the 
getleman  believe  that  they  would  fail  to  send  them 
there? 

Mr.  FICKLIN  said  that,  to  confess  the  truth, 
his  main  object  in  offering  the  amendment  was  a 
desire  to  relieve  the  President  from  the  annoyance 
of  the  crov.'d  of  people  that  would  be  constantly 
pressing  upon  him. 

Mr.  McKAY  said  there  would  be  considerable 
difficulty  in  the  adoption  of  this  amendment,  how- 
ever proper  it  might  be  in  the  object  intended. 
The  President  was,  under  the  Constitution,  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  land  and  naval  forces  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  House,  as  a  legislative 
body,  had  no  power  to  direct  the  movements  of 
either.  They  might  limit  the  number  of  the  army, 
and  make  all  the  necessary  provision  for  its  sup- 
port; but  when  they  had  done  that,  all  the  rest  was 
under  the  sole  control  of  the  President.  The  quar- 
tering and  disposition  of  the  army  belonged  to  him. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  inquired  how,  then,  the  House 
could  authorize  the  raising  of  troops  for  Oregon? 

Mr.  McKAY  said  that  it  was  very  true  tlmt  the 
words  of  the  act  designated  the  regiments  to  be 
raised  as  intended  for  service  in  Oregon,  or  at  the 
posts  on  the  way;  but  so  much  of  it  as  made  any 
designation  of  the  place  where  they  were  to  serve, 
was  of  no  fin-ce.  The  Constitution  placed  the  un- 
limited control  of  the  movement  of  the  military 
force,  raised  for  the  service  and  defence  of  the 
country,  in  the  hands  of  the  President. 

Mr.  FICKLIN  said  he  should  not  press  hia 
amendment,  and  he  thereupon  withdrew  it. 

The  question  now  being  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Duncan,  of  Kentucky,  as  amended  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Hall,  of  New  York,  as  above  staled — 
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Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Ohio,  moved  an  amendment, 
providing  that  the  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment 
of  mounted  riflemen  who  had  recently  returned 
from  Mexico  should,  on  application,  be  honorably 
discharged. 

Mr.  D.  said  that  two  years  ago  this  regiment 
had  been  raised  professedly  for  the  purpose  of 
being  employed  in  guarding  posts  on  the  route  to 
Oregon  and  in  the  public  service  there.  Almost 
tiie  entire  regiment  had  been  recruited  within  his 
State,  and  two  of  the  companies  had  been  mustered 
in  his  own  immediate  neighborhood.  But  on  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war,  this  body  of  men  had 
been  discharged  from  the  order  to  serve  in  Oregon, 
and  had  been  sent  to  Mexico,  where  they  were 
engaged  in  fighting  under  the  gallant  Riley,  from 
Vera  Cruz  up  to  the  gates  of  the  city  of  Mexico. 
Many  of  them  were  sons  of  wealthy  and  respecta- 
ble farmers,  who  were  partly  induced  to  enlist  by 
the  prospect  of  getting  farms  in  Oregon.  Out  of 
six  hundred  who  had  left  their  homes  buoyant 
■with  health,  hope,  and  patriotic  ardor,  but  one 
hundred  and  eighty  had  returned,  broken  in  health, 
spirits,  and  constitution.  All  they  asked  now, 
after  so  terrible  a  sacrifice,  was  that  they'might  be 
honorably  discharged.  The  interests  of  the  ser- 
vice would  not  suffer  by  granting  their  request,  as 
thousands  more  stood  ready  to  take  their  places. 
The  adoption  ofthe  amendment  would  be  the  means 
of  giving  peace  to  many  bereaved  families,  and  of 
restoring  many  worthy  young  men  to  usefulness  in 
life.  They  had  rendered  more  service  and  far 
harder  service,  in  the  one  year  they  had  been  in 
Mexico,  than  if  they  had  served  five  years  in  Ore- 
gon. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  introduced  an  amendment  ap- 
propriating $160,000  for  continuing  the  pay  and 
subsistence  of  the  regiment  of  voltigeurs  and  the 
rocket  corps. 

He  said  that  he  made  this  motion  at  the  earnest 
solicitation  of  a  number  of  the  officers  of  our  army. 
The  regiment  to  be  continued  was  one  of  the  most 
efficient  corps  in  the  service.  In  looking  at  the 
history  of  the  late  Mexican  war,  we  found  them 
occupying  a  conspicious  position  in  every  battle. 
They  had  opened  the  conflict.  They  had  fired  the 
first  gun.  They  constituted  at  once  a  squadron  of 
horse  and  a  corps  of  sharp-shooters.  They  were 
the  best  conceivable  sort  of  force  to  fight  the  Ca- 
manches  on  our  western  frontier,  being  swift  in  their 
movements  and  striking  heavy  and  effectual  blows. 
The  eldest  surviving  officers  ofthe  regiment  were 
Major  Talcott  and  Captain  Johnson — and  fitter  men 
to  command  it  could  not  be  found.  The  corps 
would  do  credit  to  the  army,  and  render  effectual 
service  in  the  defence  ofthe  country. 

Some  conversation  arising  as  to  the  proper  place 
for  such  an  amendment  in  the  bill — 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  said  he  would  withdraw  it  for 
the  present  until  the  proper  time  and  place  came  to 
move  it  again. 

Mr.  GENTRY  moved  to  amend  the  bill  bystri- 
kingoutthe  wholeofthe  second  sectionasamended. 
He  said  he  understood  that,  if  this  section  should 
be  stricken  from  the  bill,  the  existing  law,  which 
allows  sixty-four  men  to  a  company,  would  remain 
in  force. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  said  he  was  mistaken  as  to  the 
law:  it  raised  the  number  of  men  in  a  company  to 
one  hundred,  and  permitted  the  President  to  reduce 
that  number  to  sixty-four. 

Mr.  GENTRY  said,  as  he  understood  the  law, 
it  fixed  the  number  in  a  company  to  sixty-four, 
and  allowed  the  President  to  raise  it  to  one  hun- 
dred. [Voices:  "  Yes,  that's  it  "]  That  was  the 
law  now,  and  the  President  in  his  message  recom- 
mended that  that  be  adopted  as  the  standard  for 
our  peace  establishment.  The  Presidetit  recom- 
mended few  things  that  Mr.  G.  approved,  but  this 
was  one  which  he  could  and  did  approve.  The 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
had  told  the  House  of  the  vast  expense  it  would 
cost  to  keep  up  an  army  on  this  scale.  No  doubt 
it  would  cost  a  great  deal  of  money,  but  what  were 
we  to  dof  We  had  got  by  treaty  new  and  vastly 
extended  territories;  and  in  that  treaty  we  had 
bound  ourselves  to  protect  the  inhabitants  from 
Indian  depredations.  We  had  promi.sed  this,  and 
we  must  keep  our  faith  inviolate.  We  should  re- 
quire a  considerable  mounted  force  in  each  of  these 
Territories.  The  report  of  the  Adjutant  Getieral 
estimated  the  requisite  force  to  be  kept  up  at  eleven 
thousand  men.     His  estimates  were  made  on  the 


basis  of  sixty-four  men  to  a  company.  With  this 
strength  for  our  army,  we  might  preserve  peace  on 
the  frontier,  and  in  New  Mexico  and  California. 
But  if,  out  of  a  mistaken  economy,  we  should 
suffer  ourselves  to  get  into  a  war  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  it  would  cost  us  far  more  than  it  would 
have  done  to  make  the  army  efficient.  As  to  using 
the  militia,  and  taking  volunteers  to  pine  and  lan- 
guish in  garrisons,  he  was  utterly  opposed  to  it. 
If  it  was  a  great  evil  to  be  obliged  to  keep  up  so 
large  a  military  force,  the  fault  lay  in  the  wrong 
policy  which  had  triumphed  in  the  councils  of 
the  country,  and  had  brought  the  burden  of  these 
new  and  useless  conquests  on  our  hands.  But 
much  as  he  disapproved  that  policy,  much  as 
he  had  labored  to  oppose  it,  and  deeply  as  he 
deplored  its  consequences,  nothing  should  ever 
induce  him  to  shrink  from  the  responsibility, 
cost  what  it  would,  of  maintaining  the  good  faith 
of  the  country.  He  was  as  much  opposed  to  a 
large  standing  army  as  any  man  could  be;  but  he 
would  curry  favor  nowhere  by  reducing  our  mili- 
tary force  improperly,  and  disabling  ourselves 
from  giving  effectual  protection  to  those  we  had 
bound  ourselves  to  defend.  He  should  ever  be 
ready  to  vote  for  what  he  believed  his  country 
needed  to  her  duty  and  her  honor.  This  army, 
they  had  been  told,  would  cost  the  country  five 
millions  of  dollars  a  year.  He  could  not  help  that. 
If  we  needed  that  number  of  troops,  we  must  have 
them,  and  we  must  pay  for  them.  The  old  army 
that  we  had  before  the  war  would  not  now  be 
sufficient  to  garrison  the  forts  and  protect  the  new 
Territories.  We  must  have  men  enough  to  do  this. 
As  to  doing  without  a  military  force,  it  was  what 
he  did  not  expect  till  the  millennium  should  come. 
For  one,  he  wished  it  would  come;  but  till  then  we 
must  have  an  army  proportioned  to  the  country  we 
inhabited.  The  views  of  his  friend  from  Georgia 
[Mr.  Toombs]  were  ultra  radical.  To  keep  up  a 
standing  army,  to  some  limited  extent,  had  been 
the  fixed  policy  of  this  country  from  the  days  of 
Washington  till  now.  It  was  only  a  skeleton 
army,  capable  of  expansion  when  necessity  arose. 
It  was  preserved  as  a  nucleus,  around  which  we 
might  gather  a  greater  force,  and  it  must  be  main- 
tained. We  were  bound — we  had  bound  ourselves 
by  treaty  stipulations;  and  he  was  for  keeping 
good  faith.  He  should  therefore  give  his  vote  for 
placing  the  army  on  the  footing  recommended  by 
the  President  and  estimated  for  by  the  War  De- 
partment. ' 

Mr.  TOOMBS  said  that  the  better  reasoner  a 
man  was,  the  surer  he  was  to  go  wrong  if  he  started 
wrong.  Now,  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr. 
Gentry]  was  wrong  in  his  facts,  and,  therefore, 
he  was  wrong  in  his  argument.  The  gentleman 
talked  of  our  needing  fifteen  regiments  to  keep  New 
Mexico  and  California  quiet,  when  we  had  con- 
quered them  with  three.  Yes,  three  regiments  had 
conquered  the  country,  and  now  it  was  conquered, 
three  regiments  were  amply  sufficient  to  keep  all 
the  Indians  quiet,  and  the  Mexicans  too. 

Mr.  GENTRY  said  we  wanted  a  large  force  to 
man  all  our  posts. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  said  it  was  ail  imagination — a 
pure  fancy  sketch.  Mr.  T.  said  that  five  thousand 
men  were  enough  for  every  purpose.  The  gentle- 
man said  it  would  take  fifteen  thousand.  He  might 
as  well  have  said  fifty  thousand,  or  one  hundred 
thousand  at  once,  for  it  was  all  fancy.  He  had 
shown  no  documents  to  prove  it,  and  he  might  as 
weir  conjecture  one  number  as  another.  The  gen- 
tleman talked  about  our  treaty  stipulation  to  pro- 
tect the  people  of  New  Mexico  and  California.  No 
doubt  we  were  bound  to  protect  all  our  citizens, 
and  not  the  more  bound  because  it  was  in  the 
treaty.  He  merely  recognized  the  duty;  but  we 
had  enough  in  the  bill  as  it  stood;  enough,  and 
more  than  enough,  to  do  all  that.  The  gentle- 
man wanted  a  big  army.  He  said  the  Adjutant 
General  estimated  for  eleven  thousand.  No  doubt 
the  Adjutant  General  wanted  a  big  army.  All  offi- 
cers liked  a  big  army;  it  was  natural  they  should. 
He  said,  in  his  report,  that  the  old  army — such  as  we 
had  before  the  war — was  repudiated.  It  was  not;  it 
had  never  been  repudiated.  General  Jones  wanted 
one  hundred  thousand  men,  if  he  could  get  them. 
Military  officers  were  always  extravagant  in  their 
notions  and  their  requisitions.  The  old  army  had 
never  been  repudiated.  There  was  not  a  word  of 
truth  in  it.  It  had  never  been  altered  till  this  war 
commenced.  Was  that  "  repudiating"  it.'  Ithad 
been  changed  when  we  went  into  this  war,  and  the 


returns  would  show  that  it  had  cost  ua  seven  hun- 
dred dollars  a  man.  He  still  insisted  that  three 
thousand  men  would  be  enough  to  enable  us  to 
keep  our  faith  with  Mexico,  old  and  new. 

Mr.  VINTON  here  again  read  the  summary  of 
the  estimates  from  the  department,  at -the  several 
rates  of  forty-two,  sixty-four,  and  one  hundred 
men  to  a  company. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania,  expressed  him- 
self as  opposed  to  any  increase  in  the  army  at  all 
from  what  it  had  been  before  the  war.  He  did  not 
believe  there  was  the  least  need  of  it.  It  was  said 
we  must  have  a  great  army,  because  our  territories 
were  so  vastly  enlarged  and  our  frontier  propor- 
tionably  extended.  Our  frontier  was  not  much 
enlarged  by  these  new  territoiies.  Yes,  but  the 
Camanches  !  we  must  keep  them  in  order.  Well; 
and  were  not  the  Camanches  on  our  border  before? 
And  could  not  we  easily  manage  them  ?  Two  regi- 
ments of  dragoons  were  amply  sufficient  to  keep 
the  whole  Indian  border  quiet.  The  officers  would 
agree  to  do  it  by  the  job,  and  be  glad  of  the  con- 
tract, without  another  man.  It  was  natural  that 
officers  should  like  to  see  a  large  army  under 
them:  it  was  human  nature.  But  that  was  no 
reason  why  the  nation  should  raise  and  keep  up 
a  great  army  to  gratify  them.  Some  gentlemen 
seemed  to  think  that,  as  a  matter  of  course,  our 
army  must  be  made  larger  and  larger.  Why?  Be- 
cause our  population  and  our  wealth  increased. 
But  did  they  forget  that,  as  our  wealth  and  num- 
bers grew,  our  power  increased  with  them  ?  Our 
naine  itself  was  a  host.  If  any  disturbance  arose 
on  the  border,  in  one  week  we  could  have  more 
rangers  on  the  spot  than  there  were  enemies  to 
put  down,  and  that  before  there  was  time  to  call 
out  the  regulars.  Suppose  that  volunteers  did  cost 
a  little  more,  that  cost  was  momentary,  while  a 
regular  army  was  a  permanent  tax.  But  the  Pres- 
ident recommended  it.  What  if  he  did?  No  mat- 
ter where  the  calls  came  from,  Mr.  B.  would  never 
vote  a  single  dollar  to  increase  the  army  by  a  sin- 
gle man. 

Mr.  JAMESON  next  addressed  the  committee 
in  favor  of  striking  out,  and  of  a  larger  force,  but 
he  was  very  imperfectly  heard.  He  dwelt  on  the 
exposure  of  the  frontier,  and  the  danger  of  an  In- 
dian war. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  wanted  to 
read  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War — 

But  Mr.  JAMESON  said  he  did  not  care  for 
any  man's  letter.  Government  had  placed  all  the 
Indians  in  a  mass  on  our  western  frontier,  and 
had  now  brought  thousands  more,  and  they  were 
bound  to  keep  there  a  sufficient  military  force  to 
compel  peace.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
was  supposed  to  be  a  man  of  sense — of  improved 
mind,  and  a  statesman.  How  could  he  be  in  fa- 
vor of  putting  back  the  army,  under  such  circum- 
stances, to  the  old  standard  before  the  war?  There 
was  no  reason  in  it;  there  was  no  justice  nor  fair- 
ness in  it.  No  sooner  had  we  any  difficulty  abroad 
than  gentlemen  were  for  raising  a  force  in  a  mo- 
ment: we  must  arm,  we  must  fight.  But  when 
difficulties  far  more  threatening  to  our  own  people 
in  the  interior  arose  on  the  frontier,  oh  !  a  regiment 
was  enough.  When  once  an  Indian  strife  began, 
it  would  cost  blood  and  money  before  it  was  quiet- 
ed— ten  times  more  than  would  have  kept  up  the 
force  that  would  have  effectually  prevented  it. 
They  demanded  protection.  If  it  could  not  be 
done  without  a  standing  army,  let  us  have  it — not 
an  army  to  be  a  terror  to  liberty,  but  enough  to 
protect  the  country  and  preserve  peace  on  the  bor- 
ders. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  moved  an 
amendment  to  enable  him  to  read  a  statement  upon 
which  he  relied,  to  the  effect  that  five  thousand 
men  would  be  sufficient  to  garrison  the  whole 
western  border;  and,  after  explanation,  he  with- 
drew it. 

Mr.  McKAY  renewed  the  motion,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  correcting  misapprehensions  which  had 
been  fallen  into  by  gentlemen,  especially  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Gentry,]  as  to 
what  was  the  recommendation  of  the  President's 
message.  He  agreed  with  the  gentleinan  from 
Tennessee,  that  in  fixing  the  military  peace  estab- 
lishment, proper  respect  should  be  paid  to  the 
opinions  of  the  President,  who  was  the  chief  ex- 
ecutive officer,  who  was  intrusted  with  the  execu- 
tion ofthe  laws,  and  with  the  preservation  of  peace. 
He  read  from  the  message  of  the  President  com- 
municating the  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico,  in 
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which  the  President  expressed  tiie  opinion  that 
the  oUl  peace  establishment,  before  the  war  with 
Mexico,  would  be  sufficient.  This  old  peace  es- 
tablishment (said  Mr.  McK.)  was  on  the  basis  of 
fiiriy-two  men  to  each  company-  He  understood 
that  the  President  contemplated  tiie  continuance, 
also,  of  the  additional  force  authorized  during  the 
war,  viz:  of  the  eight  companies  of  artillery,  one 
company  of  engineers, and  the  regimentof  mounted 
riflemen.  He  also  read  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
showing  that  he  asked  for  authority  to  increase  the 
com[)anies  who  were  to  be  detached  for  the  ser- 
vice in  the  Territories  to  one  hundred  men  each. 
That  was  his  express  recommendation;  he  did  not 
ask  the  increase  of  all  the  companies,  but  of  these 
particular  ones. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  New-York,  on  a  pro  foiina 
amendment,  said  the  amendment  which  he  had 
proposed,  and  which  had  l)een  adopted  by  the 
committee,  provided  that  the  Piesident  should 
have  authority  to  fill  up  sixty  companies  for  ser- 
vice in  the  Territories  to  one  hundred  each,  and 
that  it  conferred  all  tlie  authority  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina  understood  to  be 
recommended  by  the  President. 

Mr.  McKAY  explained  that  he  understood  that 
that  part  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  which  provided  for  filling  up  these 
sixty  companies  to_one  hundred  men,  proposed 
that  it  should  be  done  by  reducing  the  other  com- 
panies below  forty-two  men. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  gentleman  was  partly  right 
and  partly  wrong.  For  the  purpose  of  filling  up 
sixty  companies  to  one  hundred  each,  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  reduce  the  other  companies  below  forty- 
two,  but  that  decrease  did  not  reduce  the  other 
companies  below  thirty-two  to  each  company.  He 
entered  into  a  computation  to  show  that  this  would 
be  the  case;  and  said  that  the  companies  kept  upon 
the  seaboard,  almost  all  of  them,  might  be  reduced 
to  thirty-two,  without  any  injury  to  the  public 
service.  The  maximum,  under  the  peace  estab- 
h'shment  before  the  war  with  Mexico,  was  forty- 
two,  and  it  had  frequently  happened  that  the  fron- 
tier companies  whetn  in  the  field  were  reduced 
below  thirty-two;  and  certainly  these  companies 
could  be  reduced  to  that  standard,  almost  all  of 
whom  were  to  be  retained  at  the  pjosts  along  the 
seaboard,  where  their  only  duty  was  to  take  care 
of  the  fortifications,  and  preserve  the  government 
property.  He  could,  therefore,  see  no  earthly  ob- 
jection to  allowing  this  amendment  to  stand  as  it 
now  stood,  which  would  provide  for  sixty  compa- 
nies— which  was  more  than  he  understood  wa? 
required  by  the  Secretary  of  War — being  filled  up 
to  one  hundred  men,  and  yet  maintain  all  the  other 
companies  as  high  as  thirty-two  men  each. 

Mr.  McLANE  moved  to  strike  out  the  second 
section  as  amended.  He  dissented  totally  from  the 
view  taken  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
Toombs,]  which  was  more  radical  than  any  which 
had  been  expressed  by  any  other  gentleman — that 
we  could  get  along  without  any  army  at  all  either 
in  California,  New  Mexico,  or  Oregon.  He  con- 
sidered (he  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Hall,]  which  reduced  the  companies 
on  the  Atlantic  seaboard,  destructive  to  the 'good 
of  the  service,  destructive  of  the  army  on  the  At- 
lantic coast,  and  a  most  miserable  system  of  legis- 
lation. The  gentleman  from  New  York  proceeded 
on  the  supposition  that  we  should  always  have, 
forty-two  men  in  each  company  from  which  we 
made  these  abstractions.  When  had  the  gentle- 
man ever  known  a  company  to  be  full,  whatever 
might  be  tiie  standard  ?  It  was  scarcely  ever  the 
case;  hence,  by  taking  away  from  them  a  sufficient 
number  to  fill  sixty  companies  up  to  one  hundred 
men  each,  the  gendeman  would  bring  down  these 
companies  on  the  seaboard  much  below  thirty-two 
men. 

Mr.  HALL  said  the  power  was  unlimited  in  the 
War  Department  to  recruit  and  keep  the  compa- 
nies full  up  to  the  standard  authorized  by  law. 

Mr.  McLANE  held  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  if  he  nieant  to  give  the  5,000  men 
which  were  required  in  Oregon,  California,  and 
Ne\v  Mexico,  was  bound  to  give  them  without 
abstraclins:  them  from  other  branches  of  the  public 
Bervice.  Tiie  true  settlement  of  the  question,  in 
hlf>  opinion,  was  to  stiike  out  tlie  second  section 
as  amended,  or,  if  the  commitiec  were  not  disposed 
so  10  do,  to  adopt  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  which  rcduc(;d  the 
companies  on  tha  seaboard  to  42,  and  left  them 


there,  while  those  which  went  upon  the  western 
frontier  were  to  be  increased  to  100  each. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  McLane  to  strike  out  the 
second  section  was  rejected. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  first  section 
of  the  bill,  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Vinton,  pre- 
viously oflTered  under  instructions  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  and  based  upon  the  esti- 
mates of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  insert  f  3,000,000 
for  the  three  months'  extra  pay  {granted  by  the  act 
of  19th  of  last  month,  to  the  officers,  musicians, 
and  privates  of  the  Mexican  war,  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  moved  the  following 
item  as  an  amendment: 

For  payment  of  interpreters  who  were  employed  in  the 
Mexican  war,  and  who  have  not  yet  received  payment, 
^•5,000. 

Some  conversation  occurred  between  Messrs. 
SMITH  and  FICKLIN  on  this  amendment;  when 
it  was  disagreed  to. 
Mr.  McCLERNAND  moved  the  following: 
For  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  to  commence  the  erection 
of  a  national  armory  at  Fort  Massac,  in  Illinois,  near  the 
confluence  of  tlie  Tennessee,  Cumberland,  Ohio,  and  Mis- 
sissippi livers,  5ii*20,UOO. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  explained. 

Mr.  DICKEY  moved  to  amend  the  amendment, 
by  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

For  the  selection  and  purchase,  under  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  of  a  suitable  site  on  the 
western  waters  for  an  armory,  and  sites  at  suitable  and 
convenient  points  for  two  national  foundries,  the  sum  of 
$•100,000;  and  as  soon  as  such  sites  shall  be  selected,  the 
President  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  anthoi^zed  to  purchase 
the  same,  and  proceed  to  erect  the  said  armory  and  found- 
ries, 

Mr.  DICKEY  explained. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  made  Afro  forma  motion 
for  the  purpose  of  explanation  and  reply  to  Mr. 
Dickey. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  under  a  motion  made 
for  the  purpose,  also  made  some  remarks. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  progress, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  Jlvgust  4,  1848. 
The  PRESIDENTpro /em.  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  memorial  from  the  heads  of  families  of  the 
Pottawatomie  tribe  of  Indians,  and  another  from 
the  heads  of  families  of  the  Kickapoo  tribe,  asking 
that  the  prairie  band  of  the  Pottawatomies  may  be 
permitted  to  remain  on  the  lands  now  occupied  by 
them;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  AflTairs. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  DIX,  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
reported  the  following  House  bills,  without  amend- 
ment: 

An  act  to  annex  that  part  of  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana bordering  on  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Chicago 
collection  district. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  license  yachts,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  refund  a  penalty  remitted  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  John  Hardrop. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DIX,  the  above  bills  were 
considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  were 
severally  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  YULEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Aft'airs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  organization  of  the 
marine  corps;  which  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Major  James  M.  Scantland;and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
J.,  the  usual  forms  were  dis|)ensed  with,  and  the 
bill  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the 
following: 

Rexoh'cd,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be 
requested  to  inlbrm  the  Senate,  at  the  earliest  period, 
whether  he  has  any  information  that  any  cili/.en  or  citizens 
of  tiie  United  Stales  is  or  are  now  prepariiiK,  or  intending 
to  prepare,  within  the  United  Slates,  an  expedition  to  revo- 
Inlionize  hy  force  any  part  of  the  licpnblie  of  Mexico,  or  to 
ns.sisl  in  .so  doing  j  and,  if  lie  has,  what  is  the  extent  nf  such 
preparation,  and  whether  lie  has  or  is  about  to  take  any 
siejis  to  arrest  the  saino. 

Mr.  WALKER,  on  leave,  introduced  a  bill  for 
the  improvement  of  the  St.  Clair  flats;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
mcrcG 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FITZGER'AL6,  House  bill 


for  the  relief  of  Catharine  Hoffman  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  KING  asked  the  Senate  to  indulge  him  in 
taking  up  the  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  and  a 
donation  of  the  public  lands  to  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  from  Mo- 
bile to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river,  declai-ing  that 
if  it  gave  rise  to  a  protracted  debate  he  would  agree 
to  pass  it  over. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up;  when — 
Mr.  DAVIS,  of  M  ississippi,  submitted  an  amend- 
ment granting  a  right  of  way  and  donations  of  pub- 
lic lands  to  Mississippi  for  a  railroad  from  Jack- 
son, through  Brandon,  to  the  Alabama  line.  It 
being  evident  that  the  bill  would  give  rise  to  de- 
bate, it  was  passed  over  informally. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  civil  and  diplomatic  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  30th  of  June,  1849. 

The  various  amendments  submitted  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Finance  were  then  agreed 
to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  the  bill  was 
amended  in  the  clause  relating  to  the  Pension 
Office,  by  adding  ^500  to  the  salary  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Pensions,  making  the  annual  salary, 
from  the  1st  of  January  last,  $3,000. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  the  bill  was  fur- 
ther amended  by  the  introduction  of  a  clause  ap- 
propriating ^2,500  to  Dr.  Houston,  Senate  re- 
porter, for  three  hundred  and  fifty  bound  copies  of 
the  reports  of  the  present  session,  and  an  analyti- 
cal index,  for  the  members  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  the  bill  was  fur- 
ther amended  by  the  introduction  of  an  appropria- 
tion to  pay  the  claim  of  David  Taylor,  who  had 
married  a  Cherokee  Indian,  for  $12,500,  with  in- 
terest, allowed  by  the  accounting  officers. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  an  appropriation  of  $10,000 
for  a  survey  of  the  Red  river,  with  a  view  to  the 
removal  of  the  land  raft  which  obstructs  the  navi- 
gation; which,  after  some  remaiks  from  Messrs. 
JOHNSON  of  Louisiana,  SEBASTIAN,  MET- 
CALFE, DOWNS,  HUNTER,  ATCHISON, 
ALLEN,  DAVIS'of  Massachusetts,  and  FOOTE, 
was  negatived. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TURNEY,  the  bill  was  fur- 
ther amended  by  adding  an  appropriation  of  fpGOO 
to  pay  a  debt  awarded  under  the  Cherokee  treaty. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  MANGUM,  the  bill  was  fur- 
ther amended  by  inserting  an  appropriation  to  pay 
the  claim  of  John  Hogan,  United  States  agent,  for 
services  in  St.  Domingo,  &c. 

Mr.  DOWNS  submitted  an  amendment,  insert- 
ing an  appropriation  of  §141,591  for  the  payment 
of  a  certain  portion  of  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians 
who  had  not  assented  to  the  treaty  of  1826,  with 
twenty  years'  interest. 

This  motion  led  to  a  very  protracted  discussion, 
in  which  Messrs.  DOWNS,  ATCHISON,  KING, 
FOOTE,  ATHERTON,  LEWIS,  JOHNSON  of 
Georgia,  UNDERWOOD,  TURNEY,  MAN- 
GUM,  NILES,  ALLEN,  WALKER,  BRIGHT, 
CALHOUN,  BELL,  HOUSTON,  JOHNSON  of 
Maryland,  and  BUTLER,  participated;  when  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Badi;er,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Butler, 
Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dix,  Downs,  Foote,  Greene,  Hale, 
Houston,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana, Lewis,  Mason,  Miller,  Niles,  Phelps,  Sebastian,  Walk- 
er, and  Yulee — 23. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Athcrton,  Benton,  Borland,  Brad- 
bury, lirecse,  BriRht,  C.ilhouii,Clarke,Corwin,  Fetch,  John- 
son of  Georgia.  Kiiiij,  Metcalfe,  Pearce,  Spruance,  Sturgeon, 
Turney,  and  Underwood — J9. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  striking  out  the 
interest,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atlierton,  Badger,  Hell,  Benton, 
Borland,  Bradbury,  Breese,  Briulit,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Caine- 
rcm,  Corvvin.  Davis  of  Massachnsotts,  Davis  of  Mississippi, 
Dix,  Douglas,  Fetch,  Foote,  Hunter,  Johnson  nf  Maryland, 
Johnson  of  Georgia,  King,  Mason,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Niles, 
Pearcn,  Phelps,  Sebastian,  Spruance,  Sungcon,  Turney, 
and  Underwond — 34. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Baldwin,  Clarlf«,  Dickinson, 
Il;:le,  Hannegan,  Hinislon,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Lewis, 
Walker,  ami  Ynlce — 11. 

Mr.  DIX  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting 
an  appropriation  for  the  building  of  six  revenue 
cutters. 
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Mr.  ALLEN  said,  he  was  not  disposed  to  make 
a  speech  at  that  late  hour,  and  would  content  him- 
self with  calling  the  yeas  and  nays,  which  were 
ordered,  and  the  vote  stood: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Atherton,  Badger,  Baldwin, 
Bell,  Benton,  Borland,  liriidbury,  Breese,  Butler,  Caltinun, 
Clarke,  Corvvin,  Uavis  of  Massachusetls,  Davis  of  Missis- 
sippi, Oayton,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Dodfie,  Douglas,  Downs, 
Felch,  Foole,  Hale,  Haiinegan,  Honstorv,  Johnson  of  Mary- 
land,'Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King,  Lewis,  Mason,  Miller, 
Niles,  Pearce,  Phelps,  Sebastian,  Spruance,  and  Walker 
—38. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Rrisjlit,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Met- 
calfe, Sturgeon,  Turney,  Underwood,  and  Yulee— 8. 

An  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  DOWNS,  in 
favor  of  certain  allowances  to  the  district  judge  of 
Louisiana,  and  advocated  with  much  earnestness 
by  Messrs.  DOWNS  and  JOHNSON  of  Louisi- 
ana, was  lost  by  a  large  vote. 

An  effort  was  made  to  adjourn,  but  failed  on  a 
call  of  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  submitted  an  amendment 
making  an  appropriation  of  ^5, 400  to  Commodore 
Biddle  for  his  diplomatic  services  in  China. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  deducting  his  pay  while  serving  in  a  diplomatic 
capacity,  but  the  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  NILES  denounced  the  amendmentas setting 
a  dangerous  precedent. 

Mr.  DOWNS  said,  to  deny  the  judge  and  give 
to  the  commodore,  would  not  be  doing  exact  jus- 
tice.    Fie  thought  some  rule  should  be  observed. 

Mr.  DAYTON  thought  more  information  should 
be  obtained  in  relation  to  the  claim  before  there 
was  any  action  on  it,  admitting,  at  the  same  tim*, 
that  any  expense  to  which  Captain  Biddle  had 
been  necessarily  subjected  would  constitute  a  fair 
charge. 

Messrs.  HANNEGAN,  BADGER,  JOHN- 
SON of  Maryland,  and  others,  advocated  the 
amendment.  The  question  was  then  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  negative  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Badser,  Baldwin, Butler,  Clarke;  Corwih, 
Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Greene,  Hannegan,  Johnson  ofMa- 
ryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  and  Pearce — 11. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Benton,  Borland,  Brad- 
hury,  Breese,  Bright,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Dickin- 
son, Dix,  Dodge,  Douglas,  Downs,  Felch,  Foote,  Hale,  Ham- 
lin, Houston,  Johnsoji  of  Georgia,  King,  Mason,  Metcalfe, 
Miller,  Niles,  Sebastian,  Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  Un- 
derwood, Walker,  and  Yulee — 32. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said,  he  had  several  other 
amendments  to  offer,  when  there  were  cries  of  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  CLARKE  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn, 
which  motion  was  passed,  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed, after  a  continuous  session  of  eight  hours 
within  a  very  few  minutes. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saturday,  August  5,  1848. 

The  Jou  rnal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved . 

Mr.  McCLELLAND,  by  common  consent, 
from  the  Committee  on  Rules,  reported  an  amend- 
ment to  the  fiftieth  rule.  It  is,  that  when  the  pre- 
vious question  is  moved  and  seconded,  the  first 
question  shall  be  on  the  motion  to  recommit,  if 
such  motion  be  pending  when  the  previous  ques- 
tion is  moved.     It  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BARR-OW  asked  that,  by  general  consent, 
the  House  take  up  and  act  upon  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  for  the  relief  of  Major  James  M.  Scantland. 
It  was  a  case  of  peculiar  hardship.  Major  S.  had 
enlisted  as  a  private,  and  had  been  promoted  for 
gallant  conduct  to  be  a  brevet  major.  He  was  left 
for  dead  on  the  battle-field,  having  been  shot  in 
the  right  eye  by  a  ball  which  passed  out  of  his  left 
ear.  It  was  a  most  meritorious  case,  and  he  hoped 
there  would  be  no  objection. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  HOUS- 
TON of  Alabama,  Mr.  BARROW,  and  others, 
and  on  objection  being  made — 

Mr.  BARROW  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  above  indicated 
bill. 

The  question  was  put  and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
was  taken   up,  read   three  times,  passed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Senate. 
EXTRA  ALLOWANCES  TO  GENERAL  CASS. 

Mi>  STEWART,  of  Permsylvania,  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules  to  enable  him  to  offer  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  llie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  send  to  lhi»  House,  forthwith,  llie  leUers  and  vouchers 
in  support  of  thti  claims  and  extra  uliowanceii  paid  to  Lewis 


Cass,  over  and  above  his  regular  salary  of  $2,000  a  year,  as 
Governor  and  ex  officio  Supurintendent  of  Indian  Affairs  for 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  to  wit:  'f'hO  letters  and  vouchers 
in  support  of  the  extra  allowance  paid  him — 

1.  Fur  chvrk  hire,  office  rent,  ik,c.,  from  the  9th 

October,  1813,  to  ihe  3Ul  July,  lt31,  at 
$1,51)0  per  annum,  as  per  Doc.  No.  '244,  3d 
sess.  2.5tti  Cong.,  page  2,  amounting  to ,|-26,715  00 

2.  For  rations,  to  wit:  Ten  rations  a  day,  at  20 

cents  each,  from  the  Sth  October,  1813,  to  the 

29th  May,  1822,  as  per  same  doc.  and  page. . .     6,610  00 

3.  For  services  as  Superintendent  of  Indian  Af- 

fairs, said  to  have  been  rendered  out  of  the 
Territory  of  Michigan,  from  the  2yth  May, 
1822,  to  the  31st  August,  1832,  at  $1,500  per 
annum,  as  per  Doc.  No.  6, 3d  sess.  2i  th  Cong., 
page  13 14,375  00 

4.  Foraidingin  the  negotiation  of  sundry  treaties, 

whilst  Governor  and  ex  officio  Superintendent 
of  Indian  Affairs,  as  aforesaid,  77:i  dav  s,  at  ^'8 
per  day,  and  40  cents  per  mile  travelled  by 
him,  as  per  same  due.,  pages  11  and  12 9,744  00 

5.  For  attending  at  Wasiiingtoii,  to  settle  his  own 

accounts  for  extra  pay,  &.c.,  two  hundred  and 
eight  days,  lo  wit,  from  the  21st  October,  1821, 
to  the  29th  May,  1822,  for  mileage,  ten  rations 
per  day,  &.c.,  same  doc.  page  11 1,448  00 

6.  For  alleged  services  whilst  Governor  and  Su- 

perintendent of  Indian  Afl'uirs,  "  in  preparing 
a  code  for  the  regulation  of  Indian  atikirs," 
one  hundred  and  eleven  days,  to  wit,  troiii 
the  22d  October,  1828,  to  tlie  10th  February, 
1829,  as  per  same  doc,  page  12 1,520  00 

7.  For  extra  pay  whilst  Governor,  &c.,  as  afore- 

said, "as  deputy  quartermaster  general"  in 
the  army,  for  one  year,  as  per  Doc.  No.  18, 1st 
sess.  28th  Cong.,  page  25 _. 1,001  80 

8.  For  extra  pay  and  allowances  as  captain  in  the 

regular  army,  whilst  Governor,  as  al'oresaid, 
to  wit,  from  tlie  12th  May,  1817,  to  the  28tli 
of  June,  1821,  as  per  same  doc.,  same  page..     2,526  66 

9.  Letters  and  voucliers  tiled  in  support  of  the 

following  items,  in  the  account  rendered  by  ^ 
Governor  Cass  a!;aiiist  tlie  United  States,  the 
21st  of  July,  1832,  (about  one  year  after  his 
appointment  as  Secretary  of  War,)  and  said 
not  to  be  embraced  in  any  of  the  previous 
quarterly  settlements  of  his  accounts  with  the 
Government,  to  wit:  For  alleged  balances 
and  overpayments  by  him  as  Superintendent 
of  Indian  Affairs,  as  per  Doc.  No.  112, 3d  ses- 
sion 25th  Congress,  page  16,  on  the  following 
accounts,  to  wit: 

For  overpayments  on  account  of  contingen- 
cies for  Indian  department. 4'3,3fe8  55 

For  overpayments  to  Indian  sub- 
agents 363  15 

For  overpayments  on  account  of 

presents  to  Indians ,       416  80 

For  overpayments  oil  account  of 
annuities  under  the  appropria- 
tion act  of  May  15, 1820 5,370  15 

For  overpayments  on  account  of 
annuities  under  act  of  2d  March, 

1829 245  43 

For  overpayments  on  account  of 
annuities  under  the  appropria- 
tion act  of  25th  March,  183U. . . .    32,711  27 
For  alleged  balance  on  account  of 

the  treaty  at  Prairie  du  Chien. .         440  00 
For  alleged  overpayments  and  bal- 
ances due  him  on  account  of  In- 
dian department  prior  to  1829. . .    10,183  61 


Amounting  in  all  to 53,128  98 

10.  The  requisition  drawn  on  the  treasury  in  favor 

of  Governor  Cass,  (No.  2,903,)  dated  the  21st 
July,  1832,  about  one  year  after  his  appoint- 
ment as  Secretary  of  War,  to  settle  alleged 
balance  due  hiin  on  account  of  the  overpay- 
ments, &c.,  as  aforesaid 35,075  00 

11.  The  endorsements  on  the  said  account  by  Governor 
Cass,  then  Secretary  of  War,  after  the  issue  and  pay- 
ment of  the  said  requisition  of  $35,075,  for  the  balance 
alleged  to  be  due  him,  by  which  the  final  settlement  of 
the  said  account  was  suspended,  owing  to  the"  peculiar 
position  in  which  I  (he.  Governor  Cass)  stand  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Department,"  and  whereby  the  final  settle- 
ment was  suspended  until  the  5tli  day  of  December, 
1837,  when  it  was  finally  closed,  as  appears  by  the  letter 
of  William  B.  Lewis,  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury at  that  date,  as  per  Doc.  No.  112, 3d  sess.  25th  Cong., 
page  16. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  rose  to  a  question  of  order, 
and  contended  that  it  was  not  in  order  to  make  two 
calls  on  the  President  at  the  same  time  for  the 
same  thing.  The  House  had  already  called  on  the 
Executive  for  this  very  information.  Mr.  B. 
wanted  lime  to  prepare  an  amendment  to  the  reso- 
lution calling  for  allowances  made  to  other  Gov- 
ernors of  Territories. 

Mr.  STEWART  said  that  this  was  only  a  call 
for  vouchers:  the  other  call  had  been  for  the  extra 
charges  allowed;  this  was  for  the  vouchers  by 
which  they  had  been  supported. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  no  amendment  could  be 
in  order,  as  the  question  was  on  suspending  the 
rules. 

Mr.  STEWART  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  ordered,  and,  being  taken,  were:  Yeas 
87,  nays  GI. 

So  the  rules  were  not  suspended,  two-thirds  not 
voting  to  suspend. 


Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  said  he  had  en- 
deavored to  get  the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table 
taken  up,  in  order  that  the  Executive  messages 
might  be  treated  with  at  least  the  usual  degree  of 
respect  due  to  a  communication  from  the  Chief 
Magistrate,  but  the  President's  immediate  repre- 
sentatives had  voted  against  it,  and  he  gave  it  up. 
He  would  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  in  reply  to  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  Hous- 
ton,] said,  tiiat  those  he  was  pleased  to  consider 
as  the  immediate  representatives  of  the  President, 
were  under  no  greater  obligations  to  support  the 
motions  of  the  gentleman  than  other  members  upon 
this  floor.  For  himself,  he  would  say'  that  he  was 
as  free  and  as  independent  as  any  member  of 
this  House.  He  voted  according  to  the  convic- 
tions of  his  judgment.  And  how  he  voted  was  a 
question  between  himself  and  his  constituents,  to 
whonri  alone  he  was  responsible  for  the  discharge 
of  his  public  duties. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana,  moved  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
him  to  move  the  reference  of  Senate  bill  to  compen- 
sate R.  M.  Johnson  for  the  erection  of  certain 
buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Choctaw  Academy. 

Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
rules  were  not  suspended. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  House  proceed  to  consider 
the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules,  and  resulted — yeas  100,  nays 
70. 

Two  thirds  not  voting  in  favor  thereof,  the  rules 
were  not  suspended. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  resolved 
itself  intp  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Ashmun,  of  Massachusetts,  in 
the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the 
army  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1849. 

When  the  committee  rose  yesterday,  the  ques- 
tion pending  was  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  McClernand,  authorizing  the  se- 
lection of  Fort  Massdc,  Illinois,  as  a  site  for  a 
national  armory;  which  was  amended  by  substitu- 
ting therefor  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Dickey, 
viz: 

For  the  selection  and  purchase,  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of 
a  suitable  site  on  the  western  waters  for  an  armory,  and  sites, 
at  suitable  and  convenient  points,  for  two  national  foundries, 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars;  and  as  soon  as  sucii  sites 
shall  be  selected,  the  President  shall  bo,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  purchase  the  same,  and  proceed  to  erect  the 
said  armory  and  foundries. 

Mr.  BURT  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
adding  thereto  the  following,  viz: 

Provided  that  the  selection  of  said  sites  shall  be  made 
within  two  years  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Mr.  BURT  advocated  the  policy  of  making  an 
appropriation  to  enable  the  President  to  detail  a 
corps  of  officers  to  select  a  site  for  an  armory  on 
the  western  waters. 

Mr.  BOWLIN,  on  a  pi-o  forma  amendment,  en- 
larged upon  the  mineral  resources  of  Missouri,  the 
vast  abundance  of  iron  and  coal  in  her  mountains, 
and.  warmly  presented  the  claims  of  that  State  to 
the  fair  consideration  of  her  numerous  sites  in 
making  the  selection. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND,  on  a  similar  amendment, 
urged  the  claims  of  Illinois  to  the  location  of  the 
armory  at  Fort  Massac,  and  placed  his  appeal  upon 
the  decision  of  the  majority  of  the  commission 
already  established  for  the  selection  of  sites,  in 
favor  of  Fort  Massac,  as  endorsing  the  superior- 
ity of  that  location  in  respect  to  its  great  mineral 
resources  and  various  natural  advantages. 

Mr.  HARALSON,  on  a  similar  amendment,  re- 
ferred to  the  great  difficulty  of  selecting  a  location 
for  armories  whenever  the  subject  came  up  in  the 
House,  and  urged  the  policy  of  establishing  a  com- 
mission for  the  selection  (in  which  he  hoped  that 
Georgia  would  receive  her  just  consideration)  of 
two  sites  in  the  western  valley,  and  the  immediate 
commencement  of  operations  accordingly. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  favored  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  for  many  leasoiis. 
He  appreciated  very  readily  the  interest  which 
gentlemen  from  various  parts  of  the  western  coun- 
try took  in  the  establishment  of  armories  in  their 
own  sections.  Fort  Massac,  Beaver,  Pittsburg, 
St.  Louis,  and  various  other  places  in  the  West, 
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had  been  designated.  There  was  one  point  equal 
to  any  other  in  tlip,  western  country  which  had  been 
overlooked.  It  was  in  his  own  district — the  town 
of  Portsmoutli,  in  the  State  of  Oiiio,  on  the  Ohio 
river.  It  was  a  ceniral  point,  in  a  region  of  vast 
mineral  resources,  around  which  had  already  been 
erected  about  tliirty  iron  forges  and  roiling  mills; 
a  point  combining  all  the  necessary  advantages,  in 
the  midst  of  a  fine  iron  region;  presenting  exten- 
sive water  power,  accessible  at  all  times  by  the 
navigation  of  the  Ohio  river.  He  dissented  from 
the  views  taken  by  Mr.  McClernand — the  decis- 
ion of  a  commission  made  some  eight  years  since 
.sliould  not  now  be  decisive.  It  had  never  been 
carried  out,  and  undoubtedly  it  was  not  without 
good  reason.  He  favored  the  appointment  of  a 
new  commission  for  the  selection  of  sites,  and 
claimed  for  that  mentioned  by  him  a  fair  consider- 
ation. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  was  opposed  to  all 
these  armories.  There  were  arms  enough  in  the 
country.  You  could  scarcely  meet  a  man  in  the 
streets  but  carried  a  bowie  knife  and  a  couple  of 
revolving  pistols.  The  United  States  had  arms 
enough.  We  had  never  experienced  a  deficiency 
in  the  Mexican  war.  We  had  had  an  ample  sup- 
ply, and  a  large  surplus  remained  on  hand. 

Mr.  BURT  corrected  the  gentleman,  and  said 
the  arms  of  some  of  the  States  were  now  nearly  ex- 
haus^ted.  South  Carolina  was  now  calling  for  arms. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  said  he  thought  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  was  mistaken  about  the  abundance 
of  bowie  knives  and  revolvers.  In  Mississippi  they 
had  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  EVANS  further  opposed  the  establishment 
'of  any  more  armories.  Gentlemen  talked  about 
the  advantageous  locations  in  their  several  distiicts. 
Why,  he  had  several  which  he  could  strongly  rec- 
ommend in  his  own  district.  But  the  preliminary 
question  should  first  be  settled,  whether  the  inter- 
ests of  the  country  demanded  the  establishment  of 
any  more  armories.  He  thought  no  more  were 
needed,  and  he  hoped  this  House  would  not  ap- 
propriate the  public  money  for  the  local  benefit  of 
particular  sections,  which  rnight  desire  an  armory. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  read  certain  statistics  to 
controvert  the  statement  of  Mr.  Evans,  and  to 
show  that,  instead  of  there  being  now  a  surplus, 
there  was  a  deficiency  of  arms  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Bukt's  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Dickey  as  amended. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Ohio,  moved  a  pro  forma 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  warmly  op- 
posed all  these  proposed  appropriations  as  entirely 
unnecessary.  We  liad  been  told  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States  in  his  recent  peace  message, 
that  the  war  just  terminated  had  given  us  "  ample 
"  security  for  the  future.''  There  was  no  neces- 
sity, then,  for  the  further  increase  of  expenditures 
for  the  manufacture  of  arms.  We  had  abundance 
of  them  for  any  emergency  that  was  likely  to  arise. 
In  case  of  a  war  with  England,  it  would  be  on  the 
ocean;  but  in  case  of  a  difficulty  which  arose  with 
any  nation,  it  might  be,  and  he  hoped  it  would  be, 
settled  by  fair  dealing,  and  pursuing  the  path  of 
rectitude.  He  would  much  sooner  appropriate  the 
money  for  the  purchase  and  cultivation  of  a  model 
farm,  instead  of  an  armory  at  Massac,  and  for  the 
establishment  of  schools  and  universities  through- 
out the  land.  Instead  of  devoting  the  time,  the 
energies,  and  the  resources  of  this  great  nation, 
for  the  purposes  of  war,  it  was  time  to  apply  our- 
selves to  higher  and  nobler  objects — to  cultivate 
the  arts  of  peace,  to  cherish  and  diffuse  learning, 
justice,  and  mnraliiy,  thoughout  the  land. 

Mr.  CROZIER  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  inserting  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  and  briefly 
jirescntcd  the  peculiar  advantages  of  that  point  as 
a  site  for  an  armory,  of  the  al)undance  of  its  min- 
eral.s,  its  central  location,  accessibility,  &c. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Crozier  to  the  amend- 
ment was  lost. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania,  upon  a  pro 
forina  amendment,  oppo.sed  the  appropriation  of 
any  more  money  to  the  establishment  of  new  arm- 
ories, and  spoke  of  the  great  quantities  of  arms 
now  on  hand  at  various  armories  and  arsenals;  of 
immense  [)ilo8  of  them  now  lying  at  the  armory 
lit  Harfjer's  Ferry,  for  the  preservation  of  which 
they  had  been  obliged  to  erect  new  buildings.  Not 
half  of  the  arms  on  hand  there  had  been  drawn 
for  uiie  in  the  Mexican  war. 


Mr.  RUMSEY  said,  it  was  not  long  since  sev- 
eral hundred  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  arms  had 
sold  in  New  York  for  almost  nothing. 

Mr.  BROWN  was  satisfied  that  the  two  arm- 
ories we  had  were  not  only  able  to  make  arms 
enough  for  the  several  States  and  for  aU  Govern- 
ment purposes,  but  for  half  the  world. 

Mr.  DICKEY  controverted  the  statement  of  his 
colleague  as  to  the  quantities  of  arms  on  hand  at 
the  various  points,  and  read  from  an  official  report 
on  the  subject. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  the  two 
gentlemen  on  this  point. 

Mr.  BROWN  concluded  by  referring  to  the 
large  appropriations  made  in  this  bill — 1^53,000  for 
the  armory  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  $81,000  for 
Springfield,  for  the  increase  and  improvement  of 
facilities  for  the  manufacture  of  arms,  and  >j360,000 
thegeneral  appropriation  forthesaid  manufacture — 
and  said  no  man  in  his  senses  could  believe  we  need- 
ed any  heavier  appropriations  for  these  purposes. 

Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  inserting  Pittsburg,  and 
presented  the  numerous  advan-tages  of  that  loca- 
tion for  an  armory.  In  reference  to  his  colleague's 
[Mr.  Brown's]  opposition  to  any  appropriation  of 
this  character,  he  said  the  gentleman  was  ready 
enough  to  vote  for  four  or  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars  for  a  dry-dock  at  Philadelphia,  or  two  or 
three  hundred  thousand  for  a  breakwater  in  the 
Delaware,  whenever  the  appropriations  were  pro- 
posed; but  he  was  utterly  opposed  at  the  same 
time  to  any  appropriation  for  the  Northwest. 
What  had  the  Northwest  received  out  of  the  hun- 
dreds of  millions  of  dollars  which  had  been  ex- 
pended within  the  last  ten  or  fifteen  years  by  this 
Government?  Every  single  dollar  appropriated 
for  them  had  been  vetoed  the  moment  it  reached 
the  White  House,  and  had  been  voted  against  by 
his  colleague,  while  he  was  very  ready  to  appro- 
priate for  dry-docks  at  Philadelphia  and  other  im- 
provements in  his  own  locality. 

Mr.  BROWN  said  the  gentleman  was  mistaken. 
He  had  neither  voted  for  dry-docks  at  Philadel- 
phia, nor  against  the  improvement  of  the  western 
waters. 

Mr.  HAMPTON.  Did  the  gentleman  vote  for 
the  harbor  and  river  bill  of  the  last  session? 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  happened  not  to  be  in  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  HAMPTON.  Well,  will  he  when  the  bill 
comes  up? 

Mr.  BROWN.     I  can  tell  when  I  see  the  bill. 

Mr.  HAMPTON.  Well,  I  have  it  in  my 
drawer;  and  the  gentleman  will  have  the  opportu- 
nity of  voting  upon  it  soon.  Will  he  vote  for  the 
improvement  of  any  of  the  rivers  of  the  West? 
Will  he  vote  for  the  Ohio  river? 

Mr.  BROWN.  That  would  depend  upon  cir- 
cumstances. [Laughter.]  My  colleague  and  the 
House  will  be  distinctly  informed  of  my  decision 
when  the  bill  comes  before  us. 

Mr.  HAMPTON.  Oh  I  that  is  extremely  conve- 
nient; I  think  "circumstances"  would  prevent  the 
gentleman's  voting  with  us. 

Mr.  BROWN.  I  have  voted  for  harbors  on  the 
western  lakes. 

Mr.  HAMPTON.  Did  the  gentleman  vote  the 
resolution  condemning  the  President's  veto  of  the 
river  and  harbor  bill? 

Mr.  BROWN.  1  was  not  here.  [A  laugh.] 
But  if  I  had  been,  I  think  it  extremely  probable  1 
should  have  voted  against  it,  as  I  generally  do 
against  all  abstract  resolutions. 

Mr.  HAiUPTON.  Well,  the  gentleman  will 
have  the  opportunity  of  voting  on  the  practical 
question  within  the  next  two  or  three  days,  for  it 
is  my  intention,  and  the  intention  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  to  bring  up  the  river  and  harbor 
bill  and  pass  it. 

Mr.  H.  concluded  by  a  word  or  two  further  in 
reference  to  the  sujieriority  of  Pittsburg  as  the  lo- 
cation of  a  site  for  a  national  army. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  make 
the  site  near  Florence,  Alabama;  which  he  sup- 
))orted  in  a  brief  speech,  showing  the  advantage 
of  that  location. 

The  discussion  of  the  subject  of  sites  and  local- 
ities was  continued  by  Messrs.  BRODJiEAD, 
FICKLIN,  INGE,  and  COCKE,  each  advocating 
the  advantages  of  his  own  section  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  SANVYER  iiuiuired  if  it  was  in  order  to 
move  that  the  committee  rise  and  report  the  bill  to 
the  House. 


The  CHAIRMAN  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  SAWYER  regretted  it  very  much,  for  these 
discussions  were  consuming  time  for  no  practical 
purpose. 

Mr.  MARVIN  and  Mr.  ROMAN  continued  the 
discussion  on  amendments  which  they  submitted, 
and  which  were  rejected. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Dickey's 
amendment,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  offered  an  amendment  to  appro- 
priate #5,000  for  defraying  the  expense  of  select- 
ing a  site  for  a  national  armory  on  the  western 
waters.     Lost. 

Mr.  BURT  offered  an  amendment  to  appropriate 
5^25,000  for  the  purchase  of  a  site  and  building  an 
arsenal  of  deposit,  and  for  general  construction  at 
or  near  Atlanta,  in  the  State  of  Georgia.  He  spoke 
through  his  allotted  time  in  supportofhis  motion. 
Lost. 

Mr.  BURT  moved  to  strike  out  the  item  of 
§20,000  for  the  purchase  of  land  at  Frankfort  ar- 
senal, Pennsylvania,  for  a  site  for  a  manufactory  of 
percussion  caps.  He  said  it  was  perfectly  unne- 
cessary, as  many  percussion  caps  could  be  manu- 
factured here  in  Washington  as  were  needed. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  and  Mr.  VINTON  en- 
tered into  explanations  respectina;  this  item;  the 
latter  gentleman  in  its  defence.  The  conversation 
was  continued  by  Mr.  HARALSON,  Mr.  MAR- 
VIN, Mr.  .VINTON,  and  Mr.  McCLERNAND. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  said  (in  reply  to 
Mr.  Bdrt)  that  he  did  not  care  where  these  arm- 
ories were  placed.  Gentlemen  might  have  them  in 
Louisiana,  if  they  liked.  He  had  no  wish  to  keep 
thetn  at  the  North.  The  only  reason  why  they 
had  received  their  present  location  v/as,  that  the 
mechanics  were  there  whose  skill  was  required  in 
the  manufacture  of  arms.  They  might  transfer 
the  armories,  but  the  mechanics  were  a  sort  of 
thing  not  so  easy  to  transfer.  A  skillful  mechanic 
liked  to  remain  at  iiome,  where  he  was  known,  and 
where  his  skill  would  always  get  him  employ- 
ment. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  opposed  the  motion  to- 
strike  out.  He  did  not  care  about  having  this 
manufactory  at  Frankfort,  but  he  knew  they  had 
as  good  mechanics  there  as  anywhere  else  in  the 
world.  On  these  percussion  caps — he  did  not  pre- 
tend to  know  any  thing  about  them;  he  had,  he 
believed,  never  seen  one  in  his  life,  and  it  wasvery 
likely  he  should  be  very  much  afraid  of  one;  but 
on  these  percussion  caps  much  of  the  success  of 
the  gunnery  of  this  nation  depended;  and,  if  he 
was  rightly  informed,  it  was  mainly  to  the  superi- 
ority of  our  gunnery  that  our  victories,  both  at 
sea  and  on  land,  were  to  be  ascribed. 

Mr.  BURT  believed  the  caps  we  had  now  in  use 
were  as  good  as  an)'  that  could  be  manufactured. 
What  complaint  was  made  of  them? 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  again  observed,  that  in  the 
last  war  our  great  superiority  in  gunnery  had  won 
us  battles  on  sea  and  land.  Those  who  were  best 
skilled  in  these  matters  had  selected  Frankfort  aS' 
a  suitable  spot  for  this  factory,  and  he  presumed 
they  had  good  reasons  for  it. 

Mr.  BROWN,  after  some  playful  bantering  of 
his  colleague  on  his  usual  Democratic  zeal  for 
economy,  moved  to  reduce  the  sum  proposed  in 
this  appropriation  from  fl,20,000  to  ;^10,000. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  made  some  remarks 
as  to  the  propriety  of  the  spot  which  had  been 
selected,  gave  an  account  of  the  Frankfort  armory, 
and  the  completeness  of  the  entire  establishment, 
the  perfection  of  the  machinery,  and  the  order  and 
discipline  of  the  operatives  employed  there.  The 
ground,  to  be  sure,  was  not  as  cheap  there  as  on 
the  Alleghany  mountains,  or  in  the  arid  sands  of 
Mississippi. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Brown's  mo- 
tion, it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  HARALSON  moved  to  strike  out  the  entire 
item  for  this  percussion  cap  manufactory. 

And  the  question  being  put,  the  vote  stood — ayes 
81,  noes  27. 

A  quorum  not  voting,  the  roll  was  called  in 
compliance  with  the  rule,  and  the  committee  rose 
and  reported  the  names  of  the  absentees,  to  be  en- 
tered on  the  Journal. 

A  quorum  having  appeared,  the  committee  re- 
sumed its  session,  and  tlie  question  wa.s  again  put 
on  striking  out  the  iletn  for  the  purchase  of  land 
at  Frankfort  arsenal  for  a  site  for  the  manufacture 
of  percussion  caps,  $20,000.  Agreed  to. 
The  succeeding  item  "for  the  erection  of  suitable 
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buildings  and  machinery  theiefoi\jjl5,000,"  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  HARAtSON,  stricken  out. 

*Tiie  item  "  for  the  purchase  of  land  at  Spring- 
field, Massachusetts,  to  be  flowed  by  raising  dam 
at  Upper  Water  Shop,  f 5,000,"  was  read. 

Mr.  DICKEY  moved  to  strikeout  the  same  and 
insert — 

That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  abolish  the  manufacture  of  arms  at 
our  national  armories,  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  Springfield,  as 
soon  as  the  appropriations  authorized  hy  this  act  shall  have 
been  expended,  and  that  he  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
enter  into  contract  with  individuals  or  companies  being  the 
lowest  bidders  for  the  manufacture  of  such  arms  and  accou- 
trements as  may  be  necessary  and  authorized  by  law,  and 
that  he  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  sell  and  dispose  of 
all  the  public  property  at  these  respective  establishments 
other  than  arms  and  accoutrements. 

Mr.  D.  observed  that  the  House  had  determined 
that  our  ordnance  should  not  be  cast  at  a  public 
foundry,  but  should  be  made  at  individual  private 
establishments.  If  the  argument  was  good  as  to 
cannon,  why  was  it  not  equally  good  as  to  small 
arms?  At  the  armories  we  had,  these  arms  cost 
the  Government  a  large  price.  Would  it  not  be 
better  to  abolish  them,  and  have  our  muskets  and 
other  arms  made  by  individual  contract?  The 
House  had  voted  $16,500  for  the  erection  of  a  forge 
at  Harper's  Ferry  to  manufacture  their  scrap  iron, 
against  the  interest  of  our  iron  mines:  he  supposed 
the  next  thing  would  be  to  set  them  to  work  on  pig 
and  bloom  iron. 

Mr.  McLANE  suggested  the  propriety  of  add- 
ing, "  and  that  the  President  be  directed  to  sell  all 
our  present  works,  and  all  the  arms  and  stock  we 
have  on  hand." 

Mr.  DICKEY  was  understood  to  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Mr.  HARALSON  moved  to  strike  out  the  item 
for  the  purchase  of  land  at  Springfield,  &c., 
$5,000. 

Before  the  question  was  put — 

Mr.  ASHMUN  moved  to  amend  the  item  by 
increasing  the  amount  $5,000. 

Mr.  A.  entered  into  an  explanation,  showing  the 
great  utility  and  profit  the  Government  would  de- 
rive from  the  appropriation. 

The  question  being  on  striking  out  the  appro- 
priation for  Springfield  armory — 

The  question  was  inadvertently  put  while  Mr. 
AsHMUN  had  the  floor,  and  decided  in  the  aflirma- 
tive;  but  on  Mr.  A.'s  remonstrance,  the  Chair 
recalled  the  question,  (Mr.  Haralson  objecting 
and  insisting  that  the  question  was  decided,)  and 
Mr.  AsHMUN  made  a  full  explanation  of  the  grounds 
of  the  amendment  (which  related  entirely  to  local 
details)  and  opposed  the  motion  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  HARALSON  and  Mr.  BOWLfN  advo- 
cated it. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  replied,  and  made  further  state- 
ments in  explanation. 

Mr.  VINTON  called  for  the  letter  from  the 
department,  stating  the  reasons  on  which  the  ap- 
propriation had  been  recommended. 

Mr.  FARAN  inquired  why  the  factory  was  not 
driven  by  steam  instead  of  water  power? 

Mr.  VINTON  replied,  because  a  vast  sum  had 
been  invested  in  the  works,  which  were  propelled 
by  a  stream  of  water.  Would  the  gentleman  have 
the  Government  pull  them  down  and  change  the 
whole  plan  that  they  might  be  driven  by  steam,? 
If  he  owned  the  works,  would  he  do  it? 

The  discussion  was  further  carried  on  by  Messrs. 
HARALSON,  VINTON,  BOWLIN,  FARAN, 
HUDSON,  and  others,  under  motions  severally 
made  for  the  purpose,  on  the  above  item. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  Mr.  Haralson's 
motion  to  strike  out  the  item,  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HARALSON  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

For  selection  and  purchase  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  President,  of  sites  at  suitable  and 
convenient  points,  for  two  national  foundries, $50,000;  and, 
as  soon  as  said  sites  shall  bo  selected,  the  President  shall 
be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized,  to  proceed  to  erect  said 
foundries. 

Mr.  HARALSON  entered  into  some  remarks 
in  advocacy  of  his  amendment. 

Under  a.  pro  forma  motion,  some  remarks  were 
also  made  by  Mr.  ASHMUN. 
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Mr.  BOWLIN  moved  to  amend  by  adding  a 
proviso  that  one  of  the  armories  shall  be  located 
west  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains. 

Mr.  B,  supported  his  amendment  in  a  few  brief 
remarks. 

Mr.  BURT,  and  Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  also 
made  some  remarks  in  refei-ence  to  this  subject. 

Mr.  Bovvlin's  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  adding: 

Provided,  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  out  of  any  moneys 
in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  be  applied, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  purchasing 
a  site  and  commencing  the  necessary  works  for  a  national 
armory  at  Fort  Massac,  in  the  State  oflllinois. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  urged  the  adoption  of 
his  amendment  in  remarks  which  consumed  his 
allotted  five  minutes.     It  was  rejected. 

Mr.  B  ARRINGER  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

For  the  purchase  and  fair  distribution  of  the  systems  of 
military  tactics  in  use  in  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
among  the  officers  of  the  militia  in  the  several  States  of  the 
Union,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the 
Adjutant  General  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  ten 
thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  made  some  remarks  in  sup- 
port of  his  amendment. 

Messrs.  McLANE  and  TAYLOR,  under  pro 
forma  motions,  made  some  remarks  on  this  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  VENABLE  and  Mr.  BURT,  on  motions 
made  and  subsequently  withdrawn,  made  some 
remarks;  the  latter  gentleman  in  urgent  advocacy 
of  Mr.  Barringer's  amendment. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  adding: 

Provided,  That  tlie  Secretary  of  War  shall  contract  for 
the  same  to  the  lowest  bidder,  who  will  contract  to  furnish 
them  in  a  reasonable  time  to  be  fixed. 

Mr.  BARRINGER  accepted  Mr.  Bowlin's 
amendment. 

The  question  was  put,  and  Mr.  Barringer's 
amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing amendment: 

For  the  continuation  of  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  river, 
above  the  falls  at  Louisville,  $40,000. 

For  the  continuation  of  the  improvement  of  the  Ohio  river, 
below  the  falls  at  Louisville,  $30,000. 

For  the  continuation  of  the  improvement  of  the  Missouri 
river,  $30,000. 

For  the  continuation  of  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi 
liver,  below  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river,  $50,000. 

For  the  continuation  ofthe  improvement  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river,  $40,000. 

All  of  which  sums  shall  be  expended  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  BURT  raised  a  point  of  order  against  the 
amendment  on  the  ground  of  irrelevancy. 

The  CHAIRMAN  overruled  the  point  of  order, 
and  decided  the  amendment  in  order,  first,  because 
it  was  connected  with  the  defences  of  the  country, 
which  was  the  direct  object  of  this  bill;  secondly, 
because  it  was  in  continuation  of  works  already 
in  progress;  and,  thirdly,  because  it  was  sustained 
by  precedents,  the  army  bills  of  1842  and  1843  con- 
taining precisely  similar  items. 

Mr.  HARALSON  appealed  from  the  decision, 
and  called  for  the  reading  of  the  80th  rule;  which 
was  read,  and  provides  that  no  appropriations 
shall  be  made  in  the  general  appropriation  bills  for 
works  not  authorized  by  law,  unless  in  continua- 
tion of  works  already  in  progress. 

Mr.  VINTON  suggested  that  these  works  were 
already  in  progress,  and  that  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  modify  by  saying  "for  the  continuation 
of  the  improvements  in  the  Ohio  river,  above  the 
falls,"  &c.  There  was  a  dam  there  half-built,  and 
left  in  that  half-finished  state. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana,  accepted  the 
suggestion,  and  modified  his  amendment  accord- 

The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  overruled:  Ayes 
74,  noes  76;  and  thus  the  amendment  was  ruled 
out  of  order  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  moved  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

For  lefunding  to  the  assistantquartcrmasterof  the  second 
reginient  of  Ohio  volunteers,  for  clothing  furnished  to  said  , 
volunteers,  near  Mann,  in  Mexico,  in  1847,  upon  the  requi- 


sition of  the  colonel  commanding  said  regiment,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  eight  hundred  dollars:  Provided,,  The,proper  ac- 
counting oflieers  of  the  Treasury  Department  shall  have 
ascertained  the  amount  due,  and  upon  whose  certificate  the 
ascertained  amount  due  shall  be  paid. 

After  some  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  DICKIN- 
SON, BURT,  and  MILLER  took  part,  the  amend- 
ment was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  as  a  new  section: 

That  the  act  approved  March  second,  eighteen  hundred 
and  nineteen,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  the 
army  when  employed  on  fatigue  dutj',"  shall  be  construed 
to  include  the  enlisted  men  of  ordnance  when  employed  as 
clerks  at  arsenals,  and  also  the  payments  which  have  been 
made  to  such  clerks  to  the  extent  authorized  by  that  act; 
that  is,  eighteen  cents  each  day  actually  so  employed  as 
clerks. 

Mr.  B.  explained,  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  another  amendment  as  a 
new  section: 

That  hereafter  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  major  generals  to 
select  their  aids-de-camp  from  the  captains  and  lieutenants 
of  the  army,  and  the  brigadier  generals  shall  select  their 
aids-de-camp  from  the  lieutenants  of  the  army. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BURT  moved  the  following  as  a  new  sec- 
tion, which  Mr.  B.  explained. 

^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  professors  and  assist- 
ant professors  of  the  Military  Academy  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  the  commutation  of  forage  for  the  number  of  horses 
allowed  to  tlie  rank  to  which  their  pay  and  allowances  are 
assimilated  under  the  act  approved  the  twenty-ninth  of 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  twelve. 

Mr.  JONES  moved  to  add  to  the  amendment 
the  following  proviso: 

Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  authorize  the  allowance  of  commutation  of 
forage  for  any  horses  not  actually  kept  by  said  professors 
and  assistant  professors. 

Mr.  J.  explained.     His  proviso  was  rejected. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Burt's  amend- 
ment, it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  moved  as  a  new  sec- 
tion: 

That  so  much  of  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  raise  for  a 
limited  time  an  additional  mililary  force,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," approved  February  eleven,  eighteen  hundred  and 
forty-seven,  as  provides  that  bounties  of  lands  shall  be  lo- 
cated "  in  one  body,"  containing  not  less  than  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed;  and 
hereafter  warrants  for  the  said  bounties  may  be  issued  for 
quantities  containing  not  less  than  forty  acres,  at  the  option 
of  the-  holders,  to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  and  in  conformity  to  the  legal  subdivibinns  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  :  Provided,  That,  upon  the  return  of  any  such  war- 
rant already  issued  by  the  person  to  whom  it  was  issued,  it 
may  be  competent  to  reissue  to  said  person  warrants  for 
forty-acre  tracts  to  the  amount  of  the  warrant  thus  returned  : 
Provided,  further.  That  in  no  case  shall  a  warrant  be  thus 
returned  and  divided  for  an  assignee,  or  any  one  but  the 
person  or  persons  in  whose  name  it  issued  ;  which  shall  be 
made  to  appear  by  the  oath  of  the  person  tlius  desiring  such 
return  and  division. 

Mr.  C.  occupied  his  five  minutes  in  remarks  on 
his  amendment. 

After  some  remarks  on  pro  forma  motions  by 
Messrs.  COLLAMER,  EVANS  of  Maryland, 
and  HALL  of  Missouri,  the  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  WICK  moved  as  a  new  section: 

That  the  Secretary  of  War  mayj  in  his  discretion,  upon 
such  security  as  he  may  deem  sufhcient,  cause  arms  to  be 
delivered  to  associations  formed  for  the  purpose  of  emigra- 
tion to  Oregon,  California,  or  New  Mexico,  the  same  to  be 
reported  and  delivered  by  such  associations,  within  a  rea- 
sonable time,  to  some  officer  of  tlie  United  States,  at  a  point 
within  said  Territories,  each  to  be  designated  hy  said  Secre- 
tary. 

Mr.  WICK  explained  and  sustained  his  amend- 
ment.    It  was  rejected. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  moved  as  a  new  section: 
Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there  shall  be,  and  is  here- 
by appropriated,  for  the  pay,  subsistence,  and  clothing  of 
the  reginient  of  voltigeurs  and  foot  riffemen,  armed  with 
howitzer  and  roeket  batteries,  which  regiment  the  Presi- 
dent is  authorized  to  retain  and  have  recruited  and  kept  up 
to  the  complement  of  other  regiments  as  fixed  by  this  act, 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  T.  explained  his  amendment.  It  was  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  FEATHERSTON  moved  an  amendment: 

.Slid  he  it  further  cnnctoil, TUMawh  sum  orsunis  of  mouev 
as  were  paid  out  of  his  own  funds  by  t'aplain  Joel  iVl. 
Acker,  of  the  second  Mississippi  regiiiu'ol  ol  \olmili.'ers,  in 
the  late  war  with  Mexico,  for  elolhing  (houglil)  lor  such  sol- 
diers as  were  enlisted  by  him  in  the  years  of  1817  and  1848, 
while  on  the  recruiting  service  in  the  Stale  of  Mis..<i8sip|ti, 
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be  rerunded  to  him  so  soon  as  the  necessary  vouchers  and 
proof  shall  be  fili'd  with  tlie  Secretary  of  War,  and  his  ac- 
count shall  be  allowed  by  the  War  Department. 

The  amendment  was  ruled  out  of  order. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana,  renewed,  aa  a 
new  section,  tlie  amendment  he  had  previously 
moved  for  the  continuation  of  the  improvement  of 
the  various  western  rivers,  and  which  was  ruled 
out  of  order. 

The  amendment  was  again  ruled  out  of  order. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bill 
as  amended. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  moved  the  jirevious  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and,  under 
the  operation  thereof,  the  amendments  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  was  agreed  to  without  a  divis- 
ion,,excf;)t  the  following  amendment,  which  was 
added  by  the  Commiitee  of  the  Whole  to  tlie  end 
of  the  second  section,  and  which  was  rejected: 

And  that  the  maximum  number  of  privates  in  each  of 
the  companies  of  drayooiis,  artillery,  infantry,  and  mounted 
riflemen  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  shall  not  hereafter 
exceed  forty-two:  Provided,  That  the  President  may,  in  his 
discretion,  increase  the  number  of  privates  in  each  of  the 
companies,  not  exceeding;  sixty,  which  shall  at  any  time  be 
ordered  and  kept  in  penrianent  service  in  the  Territories,  to 
such  number,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  to  each  coiiTpany, 
as  he  may  think  discreet ;  and  may  order  such  transfers  from 
and  tcTthe  different  companies  as  may  be  necessary  for  that 
purpose:  ^'iiul  provided  J'nrt.kej-,  That  the  whole  number  of 
privates, including  the  company  ofengineers  and  the  enlisted 
men  of  ordnance,  at  any  one  time  in  service  shall  not  exceed 
nine  thousand  and  sixty  men,  and  that  the  number  of  wo- 
men and  employes  belonging  to,  or  at  any  time  attached  to, 
the  army  shall  not  exceed  one  thousand  :  ^ind  provided  fur- 
ther. That  any  non-conunissioncd  officer  or  private  in  the 
regiment  of  mounted  riflemen  who  shall  have  served  in 
Mexico  shall, on  application,  receive  an  honorable  discharge 
from  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  number 
so  discharged  shall  be  replaced  at  the  discretion  of  the  Pres- 
ident. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  and, 
being  engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  THOiN'IPSON,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  wfis  ordered  to  be 
engrossed.  He  had  made  two  unsuccessful  attempts 
to  graft  upon  this  bill  an  appropriation  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  Mississippi,  Ohio,  and  Missouri 
rivers.  On  looking  into  the  records  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  House,  it  would  be  found  that  ap- 
propriation for  these  rivens  had  always  been  inserted 
in  fthe  army  appropriation  bill;  but  now,  for  the 
first  time,  it  was  discovered  that,  to  place  it  there, 
was  out  of  order.  The  entire  Democratic  party 
had  opposed  the  attempt  to  introduce  it  into  this 
bill.  Mr.  T.  said  he  had  made  the  motion  in  good 
faith;  though  he  must  in  candor  confess  he  had  not 
had  much  faith  that  it  would  pass.  When  a  great 
and  powerful  political  party,  just  on  the  eve  of  a 
Presidential  election,  set  itself  against  all  measures 
of  the  kind,  and  proclaimed  to  the  world,  as  an 
article  of  their  faith,  that  Congress  had  no  power 
to  make  appropriations  for  them,  it  was  haidly  to 
be  hoped  that  such  a  motion  would  prevail  against 
so  formidable  an  array.  But  he  must  confess  that 
he  had  been  surprised  to  find  the  opposition  sud- 
denly swelling  itself  to  such  a  degree  as  to  obtain 
a  clear  majority  against  it. 

Mr.  GENTRY  said  he  was  one  of  those  who 
had  voted  in  favor  of  sustaining  the  Chair  when  it 
decided  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
to  be  out  of  order.  He  had  since  had  time  to  look 
into  the  precedents,  and  was  now  fully  satisfied 
that  the  decision  hail  been  erroneous,  and  that  the 
amendment  had  l)een  perfectly  in  order. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  was  very  sorry  the  gentle- 
man had  not  made  that  discovery  a  little  sooner. 
He  had  been  asked  whether  this  item  for  the  Mis- 
Bi.ssippi  and  Ohio  was  to  be  found  in  the  army  bill  of 
1842?  He  answered  that  it  there  appeared,  though 
that  bill  had  been  under  the  special  guardianship 
of  the  rigidly  constitutional  and  economical  gen- 
tleman from  North  Carolina,  [Mr.  McKay.]  The 
gentleman  and  his  poliiical  friends  were,  he  knew, 
ii-reconcilably  opposed  to  all  appropriations  of  this 
description,  lie  had  moved  it  in  good  faith;  and 
he  well  knew,  that  if  it  ever  was  obtained  at  all, 
it  must  be  put  in  one  of  the  appropriation  bills;  for, 
whenever  it  was  connected  with  the  river  and 
harbor  bill,  it  was  sure  to  encounter  tlie  Presiden- 
tial veto. 

Mr.  COBB  inquired  whether  there  were  not 
separate  bills  now  reported  containing  a[)propria- 
tions  for  these  river  improvements  by  themselves? 
Mr.  THOMPSON  replied  there  was  an  item  for 
them  in  the  river  and  harbor  bill.  But  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  need  not  be  told  that  such  a  bill 


was  sure  to  be  vetoed  by  Mr.  Polk;  not,  indeed, 
becaiise  it  contained  appropriations  for  these  "  in- 
land seas,"  as  they  had  been  called,  but  because  it 
contained  appropriations  f6r  the  improvement  of 
the  harbors  of  the  coimtry. 

Mr.  COBB  said  that  appropriations  for  these 
great  rivers  were  in  a  bill  by  themselves,  and  not 
connected  with  any  harbors. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  knew  there  was  one 
bill  appropriating  for  the  Mississippi  alone. 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  shuffling  and  dodging 
on  this  subject  of  internal  improvements.  The 
people  of  the  West  fell  a  deep  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject, and  they  expected  to  get  appropriations  for 
works  of  this  kind.  All  Mr.  T.  desired  by  the  pres- 
ent movement  was  to  bring  those  gentlemen  who 
came  from  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  who 
dare  not  vote  directly  against  such  appropriations, 
to  make  their  mark  on  this  question.  He  wanted 
the  people  of  the  West  not  to  be  imposed  upon, 
but  to  know  who  was  for  and  who  was  against 
appropriating  the  public  money  for  works  of  inter- 
nal improvement.  Gentlemen  at  home  were  always 
loudly  in  favor  of  it;  'here  they  uniformly  acted 
against  it.  He  wanted  to  get  them  fairly  on  the 
record,  so  that  the  West  might  know  who  was  for 
them  and  who  v/as  against  them.  For  himself,  he 
had  no  concealments  about  the  matter,  nor  on  any 
other  subject  of  legislation. 

He  said  that  if  this  item  was  connected  with  the 
river  and  harbor  bill,  it  would  encounter  the  con- 
stitutional objections  of  the  President:  he  wanted 
it  put  in  the  appropriation  bill,  where  it  would  be 
free  from  dangerous  associations.  It  had  never 
before  failed  to  be  placed  in  the  army  bill;  and  that 
was  its  appropriate  place,  because  money  so  ap- 
propriated was  always  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  War.  These  appropri- 
ations were  part  and  parcel  of  the  expenditures  of 
the  War  Department.  They  were  expended  un- 
der the  superintendence  of  the  Engineers,  who 
belonged  to  that  department,  and  received  their 
orders  from  it.  They  constituted  a  part  of  the 
common  defences  of  the  country.  Had  not  more 
than  eight-tenths  of  the  whole  force  which  went  to 
Mexico  in  the  late  war  been  transported  on  these 
streams  to  reach  their  destination  ?  Yet,  notwith- 
standing that  no  party  west  of  the  mountains  dare 
avow  themselves  openly  as  opposed  to  these  ap- 
propriations, notwithstanding  these  rivers  fur- 
nished the  great  highway  by  which  the  great  mass 
of  our  western  produce  annually  reached  its  mar- 
ket, and  notwithstanding  they  watered  the  most 
fertile  and  prosperous  regions  in  the  globe,  yet  all 
appropriations  for  removing  from  them  the  most 
dangerous  obstructions  were  steadily  and  system- 
atically refused.  He  wanted  that  refusal  put  on 
record,  with  every  man's  name  attached  to  it,  so 
that  the  people  of  the  West,  whose  vital  interests 
were  involved,  might  know,  not  who  talked  well 
for  these  things  at  home,  while  soliciting  their 
votes,  but  who  voted  for  them  here. 

He  candidly  avowed  that  his  view,  in  moving  a 
reconsideration  of  the  bill,  was  to  get  in  an  amend- 
ment for  the  improvement  of  the  Mississippi,  Ohio, 
and  Missouri  rivers. 

Mr.  McClelland  said,  if  there  was  a  man 
on  that  floor  who  had  made  honest  and  strenuous 
efforts  to  obtain  appropriations  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  rivers  and  harbors  of  the  West,  he 
was  that  man. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  fully  exonerated  the 
gentleman  from  Michigan  personally.  He  knew, 
and  took  pleasure  in  bearing  witness,  that  no  man 
had  ever  been  a  more  unwavering  friend  to  internal 
improvements  than  that  gentleman.  It  was  on 
his  party,  not  on  himself,  that  he  made  the  charge. 

Mr.  McClelland  .said  that  wherever  an  at- 
tempt had  been  made  to  introduce  appropriations 
for  rivers  and  harbors  into  the  general  appropria- 
tion bills,  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  House,  he 
had  uniformly  opposed  it.  If  it  were  permitted,  no 
one  could  foresee  the  abuse  to  which  it  might  lead. 
Subjects  of  this  nature,  and  all  others  which  were 
pi'oner  for  legislative  action,  should  be  well  consid- 
ered and  matured  before  they  were  finally  acted 
upon,  and  everyone  here  ktu^w  the  importance  of 
keeping  up  a  proficr  distinction  as  to  the  cliaracter 
of  tlie  Items  introduced  into  bills  for  such  purpose. 
Each  should  stand  or  fall  on  its  own  merits.  His 
com-sc  on  such  questions  had  been  invariably  the 
Kume.  But  it  was  amusing  to  see  the  change  which 
had  taken  place  in  the,  course  pursued  by  his 
friends  on  the  other  bide  of  the  House  upon  this 


very  point.  A  few  short  years  ago,  an  appropria- 
tion was  inserted  in  one  of  the  general  appropri- 
tion  bills  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at 
Boston,  and  although  its  friends  aigued  that  it  was 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  defence  of  that  city, 
and  was  part  and  parcel  of  the  military  works 
there,  yet  it  was  opposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  [Mr.  McKay]  and  himself  for  the 
very  reason  before  given,  and  stricken  from  the 
bill  by  a  large  majority,  composed  of  Whigs  and 
Democrats.  The  Speaker  of  this  House  (then  on 
the  floor)  had,  if  his  recollection  was  correct,  made 
a  strong  and  eloquent  appeal  to  the  House  to  rein- 
state it,  and  notwithstanding  his  power  and  influ- 
ence, which  was  deservedly  great  with  both  parties, 
he  most  signally  failed. 

Old  members  would  recollect  another  remarkable 
instance  of  the  determination  of  the  House  not  to 
make  any  invidious  distinctions  as  to  this  kind  of 
appropriations.  A  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  the  rivers  Ohio,  Mississippi,  Mis- 
souri, and  Arkansas  was  introduced  into  the  Sen- 
ate by  (he  believed)  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Crittenden,]  which  passed  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote,  and  was  sent  to  this  House. 
What  was  its  reception  here?  Almost  every  mem- 
ber viewed  it  as  an  attempt  to  interfere  with  the 
general  system.  It  was  rejected  with  the  same 
unanimity  with  which  it  had  passed  the  Senate, 
Whigs  and  Democrats  uniting  in  their  opposition 
to  it. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  here  interrupted  the  gen- 
tleman from  Michigan,  and  said,  by  reference  to 
House  Journal,  page  1096,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  following  communication  from  the  Senate  was 
received: 

"  Mr.  Speaker:  The  Senate  have  passed  '  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  rivers- 
Ohio,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas.' 

"Mr.  Boyd  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was  sec- 
onded, and  the  main  question  was  ordered  and  put,  viz: 
Shall  ihe  bill  be  rejected.''  and  decided  in  the  afiirmative: 
yeas  12U,  nays  48."  ^ 

Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  "WTiig  members  voting  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  inquired  whether  it  was  not 
Mr.  McClelland 's  opinion,  that  if  his  amend- 
ment was  attached  to  the  river  and  harbor  bill,  and 
it  passed,  it  would  not  be  vetoed? 

Mr.  TOOMBS,  with  much  warmth,  called  Mr. 
Thompson  to  order,  for  this  reference  to  the  prob- 
able action  of  the  Executive.  It  was  unparliament- 
ary and  highly  improper.  He  hoped  never  to 
hear  any  reference  made  in  that  Hall  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  opinions  of  the  Pre.sident,  or  any 
action  of  his  as  bearing  on  the  legislation  of  that 
House. 

Mr.  McClelland  appealed  to  Mr.  Toombs 
to  state  whether  he  (Mr.  McC.)  had  referred  to 
the  President's  opinions. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  said,  not  at  all. 

Mr.  McClelland  remarked  that  he  had  no 
objection  whatever  to  replying  to  the  interrogatory 
of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Thompson,] 
although  he  knew  not  what  course  the  President 
would  pursue,  if  the  contingency  alluded  to  should 
happen.  But  it  was  a  question  of  principle  with 
the  President,  and  he  could  not  conceive  what  dif- 
ference it  would  make  with  the  President  whether 
the  item  was  in  this  or  the  river  and  harbor  bill. 
The  application  of  the  principle  must  be  the  same. 

Mr.  McC.  said  there  had  been  a  studied  attempt 
made  in  1840  to  convince  the  people  of  the  West 
that  the  Whig  party  alone  was  in  favor  of  appro- 
priations for  river  and  harbor  improvements;  and 
they  had,  by  their  persevering  eflbrls,  induced 
many  to  believe  that  such  was  the  case.  Well,  the 
Whigs  got  into  power,  and  all  were  anxiously 
expecting  the  fulfillment  of  their  promises;  but  in 
this,  as  in  every  other  respect,  they  totally  failed 
to  redeem  their  pledges.  He  would  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Thompson,]  who  was 
a  member  in  1841-'42,  and  when  the  Whigs  had 
the  power,  why  they  did  not  make  appropriations 
for  these  objects  ? 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  he  had  always  been  in 
favor  of  them. 

Mr.  McClelland.  Ycs,  the  gentleman, 
personally,  had  been.  But  his  party  had  then  a 
large  majority:  why  had  not  appi'opriations  been 
made  for  the  lakes  ? 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  it  was  very  hard  to  get 
an  appropriation  of  that  kind,  because  there  was 
no  money  in  the  treas^iry. 

Mr.  McClelland.     Exactly;  and  are  we 
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less  in  debt  now?  Is  not  the  national  debt  far 
greater  now  than  then?  But  still,  in  debt  as  we 
were,  Mr.  McC.  was  for  appropriations  for  such 
purposes;  and  he  believed  he  could  show,  if  fit 
opportunity  offered,  that  they  were  imperatively 
demanded  by  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 

He  objected  to  any  effort  to  make  the  West  be- 
lieve that  none  were  favorable  to  these  appropria- 
tions but  the  Whig  party,  while  facts  upon  the 
record  showed  directly  the  contrary.  If  the  gen- 
tleman would  look  at  the  yeas  and  nays,  for  years 
back,  he  would  readily  perceive  how  the  matter 
stood  when  it  came  to  voting. 

He  inquired  of  the  Whigs  why,  having  the  ma- 
jority, they  had  not  long  ago  passed  the  river  and 
harbor  bills? 

Mr.  HUNT,  of  New  York,  replied  that  a  bill 
had  been  reported  from  the  Comnrittee  on  Com^ 
tnerce  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  McClelland,  when?  How  early  in 
the  session? 

Mr.  HUNT.  On  the  3d  of  February,  agd  re- 
peated efforts  had  been  made  from  time  to  time 
.since  to  get  it  up  and  pass  it,  but  the  gentleman 
well  knew  that  his  own  party  had  defeated  the 
motion. 

Mr.  McClelland  said,  if  the  gentleman 
would  recur  to  the  history  of  past  sessions,  he 
would  find  that  such  appropriation  bills  had  gen- 
erally been  reported  in  the  first  part  of  the  session, 
with  a  view  of  pressing  them  to  a  vote;  and  he 
could  not  conceive  the  object  of  the  delay  in  this 
case,  when  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Hunt,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce] 
knew  that  the  bills  he  reported  were  mei'e  tran- 
scripts of  those  reported  last  session.  And  there 
was  greater  necessity  for  an  early  report  this  than 
at  any  previous  session.  The  rules  had  been 
changed  so  as  to  require  all  bills  to  be  taken  up 
and  disposed  of  in  the  order  in  which  they  stood 
on  the  calendar;  and  if  the  river  and  harbor  bills 
had  been  reported  in  season,  they  would  have  been 
»t  the  head  of  the  list,  and  entirely  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  majority.  The  Whigs  had  thewhole 
control  of  the  matter. 

Mr.  HUNT  reminded  Mr.  McClklxand  that  it 
required  a  vote  of  two-thirds  to  suspend  the  rules 
to  take  up  a  bill  out  of  its  order  on  the  calendar, 

Mr.  McClelland.  Yes;^  but  why  had  the 
Whigs  made  such  rules  for  the'  House,  so  that  a 
majority  could  not  get  at  the  measure  which  they 
wished  to  face?  They  had  a  majority  on  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules  as  well  as  in  the  House. 

Mr.  HUNT  said  he  had  always  opposed  the 
rule  which  so  operated. 

Mr.  McClelland  had  been  speaking  of  the 
course  of  the  Whigs,  not  of  that  of  the  gentleman 
of  New  York,  because  he  had  never  understood 
that  that  gentleman  was  the  Whig  party. 

Mr.  HUNT  said  that  the  bills  had  been  reported 
unanimously  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce  as 
early  as  the  beginning  of  February,  and  he  would 
remind  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  that  there 
were  bills  at  the  very  head  of  the  calendar  which 
had  not  been  reached  to  this  day. 

Mr.  McClelland,  why  not?  TheWhlgs 
have  a  majority,  and  could,  at  any  time  they  saw 
fit,  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  calendar, 
and  take  up  the  bills. in  their  order.  Had  they 
made  any  such  attempt  in  committee,  where  it  is 
necessary  to  make  the  motion?  No,  not  a  solitary 
«ffort  is  made.  And  why?  Merely  because,  as 
he  presumed,  the  ayes  and  noes  were  not  in  order 
there,  and  the  attempt  might  not  subserve  party 
purposes.  Here  we  had  been  eight  months,  and 
had  not  touched  the  first  bill  on  the  general  calen- 
dar, which  is  at  all  times  under  the  control  of  the 
majority,  and  yet  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
complained  of  this  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  McC.  was  in  favor  of  this  new  rule,  for  the 
obvious  reason,  that  if  the  majority  would  act  upon 
the  calendar,  every  bill  would  receive  a  proper  con- 
sideration, and  this  would  have  been  of  immense 
importance  to  the  new  and  western  States,  because, 
under  the  old  rule,  the  large  States  and  a  combina- 
tion of  interests  deprived  them  of  the  power  of 
having  bills  of  peculiar  interest  to  them  considered. 
For  this  reason — and  he  called  upon  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  C.  B.  Smith,]  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Rules,  and  to  whom,  at  the  time  of 
the  consideration  of  the  rules  by  the  committee, 
he  communicated  it,  to  bear  witness — he  was  in 
favor  of  the  new  rule. 

Mr.  C.  J.  iNGERSOLL  moved  that  the  motion 


to  reconsider  be  laitl  upon  the  table;  on  which  the 
yeas  and  nays  were  taken,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atkinson,  Beale,Bin(;liiim,BinIsall,  Bow- 
lin,  Boyd,,Bro(lhead,  Charles  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burt, 
Catheart,  Cliase,  Olapp,  Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clarke, 
Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Collamer,  Crozier, 
Daniel,  Darlinji,  Dickinson,  Erisall,  Featlierston,  Fries,  Ful- 
ton, Green,  Willard  P.  Hall,  Haralson,  Harmanson,  Harris, 
Hill,  George  S.  Houston,  Hubbard,  Inge,  Charles  J.  Inger- 
soU,  Iverson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  Johnson,  Geoige  W.  Jones, 
Kaufmdii,  Kennon,  La  Sere,  Sidney  Lawrence,  Ligon  ,Lord, 
Lumpkin,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McClernand,  McKay,  Mc- 
Lane,  Job  Mann,  Marsh,  Meade,  Miller,  Morris,  Nicoll, 
Peaslee,  Peck,  Petrie,  Phelps,  Pillsbury,  Rhelt,  Richey, 
Sawyer,  Simpson,  Smart,  Robert  Smith,  Starkweather, 
Chas.E.  Stuart,  Thon\as,  James  Thompson,  Jacob  Thomp- 
son, Robert  A.  Thompson,  Thurston,  Toombs,  Turner, 
Venable,  Wallace, and  Wick— 81. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Abbott,  Ashmun,  Barrow,  Blanchard, 
Boydon,  Brady,  Butler,  Cabell,  Canby,  Clingman,  Cocke, 
Coiiger,  Cranston,  Crisfield,  Crowell,  Dickey,  Dixon,  Duer, 
Daniel  Duncan,  Garnett  Duncan,  Dunn,  Eckert,  Edwards, 
Embree,  Alexander  Evans,  Nathan  Evans^^Faran,  Farrelly, 
Fisher,  Flournoy,  French,  Goggin,  Gott,  Gregory,  Grinnell, 
Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  James  G.  Hampton, Moses  Hampton, 
Haskell,  Henley,  Henry,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  Hudson,  Hunt, 
Joseph  R.  Insersoll,  Kellogg,  Thomas  Butler  King,  Daniel 
P.  King,  William  T.  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Mcllvaine,  Mar- 
vin, Morehead,  Mullin,  Nelson,  Newell,  Outlaw,  Palfrey, 
Pendleton,  Preston,  Reynolds,  Julius  Rockwell,  John  A. 
Rockwell,  Roman,  Rose,  Root,  Rumsey,  St.  John,Shepperd, 
Sherrill,  Silvester,  Slingerland,  Truman  Smith,  Stephens, 
Andrew  Stewart,  Strohm,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  Richard  W. 
Thompson,  Tuck,  Vinton,  Warren,  and  Weiitworth — 84. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table. 

And  the  House,  at  fifteen  minutes  before  five 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Saturday,  Jlugust  5,  1848.  • 

Mr.  DOUGLAS,  from  the  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories, reported  House  bill  for  the  establishment  of 
a  Territorial  Government  in  Oregon  with  amend- 
ments, and  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  up  the 
bill  for  consideration  on  Monday  next,  at  twelve 
o'clock,  for  which  hour  he  asked  that  it  might  be 
made  the  special  order;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  are  as  follows: 

Page  8,  line  11,  after  the  word  "effect,"  insert 
"  Provided,  That  no  act  of  the  Territorial  Legisla- 
ture shall  become  a  law  until  approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor." 

Page  17,  line  1,  after  the  word  "that,"  insert 
"  inasmuch  as  the  said  territory  is  north  of  the  par- 
allel of  36^  30'  of  north  latitude,  usually  known  as 
the  '  Missouri  compromise.'  " 

Page  19,  lines  22,  23,  strike  out  the  words 
"2,500  dollars,"  and  insert  "  the  highest  amount 
now  allowed  to  a  member  of  Congress  from  any 
State  of  the  Union." 

Page  23,  section  24,  line  5,  strike  out  the  words 
"at  Nisqually,"  and  insert  "  in  Puget's  Sound." 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  reported  the  bill  to  revive  a 
portion  of  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  of  de- 
ceased soldiers,  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  SEBASTIAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  reported,  without  amend- 
ment, a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Shadrach  Gillett  and 
others. 

'On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  from  and  after  Monday  next,  the 
daily  hour  of  meeting  of  the  Senate  shall  be  ten 
o'clock,  a.  m. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  praying  Con- 
gress to  purchase  the  estate  of  Mount  Vernon; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DAVIS  also  presented  a  petition  from  the 
widow  of  the  late  Alexander  H.  Everett,  for  the 
settlement  of  his  accounts;  which  wa«  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  Repub- 
lic, and  estfiblishing  a  boundary  line  between  the 
two  countries. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  when 
its  further  consideration  was  postponed  until  Mon- 
day. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BORLAND,  Jthe  previous 
orders  were  postponed,  and  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  grant  to  the  State 
of  Arkansas  certain  unsold  lands  subject  to  over- 
flow, for  purposes  of  internal  improvement,  edu- 
cation, and  for  other  purposes. 


The  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  being  under 
consideration  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole — 

Mr.  BORLAND  explained,  that  there  was  about 
4,807,000  acres  of  land  of  this  description  in  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  which  were  entirely  useless, 
and  without  value  in  their  present  condition.  Be- 
fore they  could  be  brought  into  cultivation,  an. 
embankment  must  be  made.  In  the  hands  of  the 
State  this  would  be  accomplished,  and  some  im- 
portant public  works  would  be  completed  without 
application  for  aidto  the  General  Government. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  asked  what  was 
the  quantity  of  lands  of  this  description  in  the  ad- 
joining States,  as  well  as  in  Arkansas. 

Mr.  BORLAND  replied,  that  the  total  amount 
was  about  twenty-four  millions. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  thought  that  the  General  Gov- 
ernment ought  to  do  something  for  the  purpose  of 
reclaiming  this  immense  mass  of  unsalable  and 
useless  lands.  He  had  reported  a  bill  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  he  hoped  this  matter  would  not  be 
pressed  until  he  could  call  up  his  bill,  which  he 
would  do  next  session. 

Mr.  YULEE  thought  there  might  be  some  doubt 
as  to  the  power  of  the  Government  according  to 
the  view  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina.  The 
best  way  would  be  to  pass  this  bill,  to  only  a  por- 
tion of  which  he  had  any  objection, 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  stated  that  there  were  four 
millions  of  acres  of  land  similar  in  their  character, 
in  Florida,  and  he  was  glad  to  find  that  there  was 
some  prospect  of  their  being  reclaimed  and  made 
of  value.  He  hoped  the  condition  would  be 
stricken  out. 

Ml-.  YULEE  moved  to  strike  out  the  conditions 
by  which  the  State  bound  herself  to  a  certain  speci- 
fied disposition  of  the  proceeds. 

Mr.  NILES  felt  some  alarm  at  the  extent  of  the 
donation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  bill  was 
laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  a  clause  appropriating  "  for  compensa- 
tion to  S.  Prevost,  United  States  consul  at  Lima, 
for  diplomatic  services,  |i,800;"  which  was  agreed 
to.' 

'  Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  a  clause  appropriating  "  for  compensa- 
tion to  Charles  G.  Anderson,  for  services  as  acting 
charge  d'affaires  at  Paris  during  the  absence  of 
the  United  States  minister,  $1,666  67." 

Mr.  MILLER  asked  where  General  Cass  was 
at  this  time  ? 

Mr.  HANNEGAN.  On  an  excursion  to  the 
Holy  Land. 

Mr.  MILLER  said  this  was  the  first  case  of  an 
application  for  extra  pay,  while  the  minister  was 
only  temporarily  absent  on  an  excursion. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  believed  it  had  been  always 
customary  to  make  such  an  allowance. 

Mr.  KING  said  that  nq  such  practice  had, 
within  his  knowledge,  prevailed.  It  certainly  was 
not  so  in  his  case,  and  he  had  been  sometimes 
absent  from  Paris  for  a  month  or  two,  visiting 
various  parts  of  the  continent  for  recreation.  He 
thought  the  precedent  a  dangerous  one. 

After  a  few  words  from  Mr.  DAYTON  and  Mr. 
MASON— 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  said  he  had  merely  presented 
the  amendment  for  consideration.  It  was  for  the 
Senate  to  decide  as  to  its  adoption  or  rejection. 

The  amend inent  was  then  negatived. 

Mr,  HANNEGAN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  a  clause  granting  compensation  to  Wil- 
liam M.  Blackford,  late  charge  d'affaires  to  the 
Republic  of  New  Granada,  :jjl, 125;  •  which  was 
agreed  to. 

An  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  ALLEN,  appro- 
priating compensation  to  J.  B.  Brown,  dragoman 
to  the  late  Commodore  Porter  at  Constantinople, 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  an  appropriation  of  $4,.'j00  to  pay  a 

claim  of —^^ Dodge,  late  commercial  agent  in 

Europe;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr,  HANNEGAN  moved  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  inserting  an  appropriation  for  expenses  of 
running  and  marking  the  boundary  line  between 
the  United   States  and   Mexico,  and   paying  the 
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salaries  of  the  ofliceis  of  the  commission,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  «p50,000;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  a  clause  to  reappropriate,  from 
the  surplus  fund,  §4,070  appropriated  for  payment 
for  certain  operations  at  Appalachicola,  Florida; 
•which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  a  clause  for  the  reimbursement 
of  certain  railroad  and  steamboat  companies  for 
maintaining  a  lisht-boat  on  Fisher's  Island  Sound, 
between  New  York  and  Stonington;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  YULEE,  the  bill  Vas  amend- 
ed by  inserting  an  apjiropriation  for  rent  and  fuel 
for  additional  offices  of  the  Navy  Department. 

On  motionof  Mr.  YULEE,  the  bill  was  further 
amended  by  inserting  a  proviso,  that  when  a  cap- 
tain of  the  navy  shall  be  at  the  head  of  the  Pro- 
vision Bureau,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  liis  usual 

pay- 
Mr.  DIX  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting 
a  clause  appropriating  for  the  reimbursement  to 
Commodore  De  Kay,  for  expenses  incurred  by  him 
in  his  voyage  in  the  Macedonian,  while  em- 
ployed in  carrying  provisions  to  Ireland,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  !fjil6,000. 

Some  debate  took  place  on  this  amendment,  in 
■which  Messrs.  BRIGHT,  DIX,  WESTCOTT, 
YULEE,  FOOTE,  DAYTON,  FEARCE,  BAD- 
GER, BUTLER,  ALLEN,  PHELPS,  HOUS- 
TON, DICKINSON,  NILES,  and  MANGUM, 
took  part. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MASON  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serling  an  appropriation  for  the  purchase  Of  the 
manuscript  papers  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  !pO,000. 

Mr.  PEARCE  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  inserting  a  similar  appropriation  for  the  pur- 
chase of  the  manuscript  papers  of  Alexander  Ham- 
ilton. 

Mr.  MASON  accepted  the  amendment  as  a 
modification  of  his  amendment;  and,  after  a  brief 
debate,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Badjer,  Baldwin,  Borland,  Clarke,  Cor- 
win,  Dayton,  Dodge,  Downs,  Foote,  Greene,  Ilannegan, 
Houston,  Hnnter,  Johnson  ot'iMaryland,  Joiinson  of  Louisi- 
ana, King,  Mangum,  Mason, Metcalfe,  Miller,Pearce,Phelp8, 
tjebasiian,  Spruance,  and  Upljani — 2.5. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Breese, 
Bright,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dickinson, 
Dix,  Felcli,  Fitzgerald,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Johnson  of  Georgia, 
Niles,  Stuigeon,  Turney,  Walker,  and  Yulee — 20. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  follow- 
ing clause  : 

For  payment  of  the  first  volume  of  the  fifth  series  of  the 
Documentary  History,  under  contract  with  the  Secretary  of 
State,  twenty-lour  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
BCvon  dollars. 

Ths  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  taken,  was  decided  as  follows: 

YE.\S— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Benton,  Borland,  Brad- 
bury, Breese,  Bright,  Calhoun,  DavisofMissis.-ippi,  Dickin- 
son, I)ix,  Dodge,  Downs,  Felch,  Fitzgerald,  Hamlin,  John- 
Bon  of  Georgia,  King,  l^iiwis,  Niles,  Sebastian,  Sturgeon, 
Turney,  Walker,  and  Yulee — a"). 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Clarke, Cor- 
win,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dayton,  Foote,  Greene,  Hous- 
ton, Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Miller, 
Pearce,  and  Uphain — 15. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  amend  by  inserting 
the  following: 

For  conipensalion  to  Dr.  Torry,  of  Princeton,  New  Jer- 
sey, for  his  services  in  pla.ssifying  and  superintending  the 
engraving,  and  defraying  the  expenses  of  engraving  the 
botanical  .'■peciinens  brought  on  from  California,  Oregon, 
nnd  the  West,  by  J.  C.  FrC-mont,  the  sum  of  $-1,(iuO. 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  as 
follows: 

YEA.S- Messrs.  Bell,  Borland,  Breese,  Dayton,  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  Miller,  and  I'eaice— 7. 

NAYS— Me.-srs.  Allen,  Alchison,  Atherton,  Badger,  Ber- 
rien, Bright,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Clarke,  Corwin,  Davis  of 
MassachusiMta,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Diekin.son,  IJix,  Doug- 
las, Felch,  Haiincgan,  Houston,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Mary- 
land, Johnson  of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  Mason,  Metcalfe, 
Sebastian,  Spruance,  Sturgeon,  'I'nrney,  and  Walker— liO. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  an  amendment,  to 
insert:  "For  compensation  to  a  Doorkeeper  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  $(iOO,"  which  was 
decided  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Badt'er,  Baldwin,  Borland,  Breese,  But- 
ler, DoukI.'l-i^  Greene,  Hale,  Mannegan,  Houston,  Johnson 
of  Maryland,  Niles,  Seb.'L^liiin,  Westeott,  and  Yulee — l.'i, 

NAYS— .Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Bell,  Berrien, 
Bright,  Davis  of  Mas->nchu8ett-<,  Davis  of  MiHsisdippi,  Day- 
ton, Dickinson,  Dix,  Downs,  Felch,  Foote,  Hamlin,  Johnson 
of  Loiii^iann,  Johnson  of  Gi'orgia,  King,  Metcalle,  Miller, 
Spruance,  Turney,  iind  Walker — vi.'t. 

The  bill  was  then  reiiortcd  to  the  Senate,  nnd 


the  question  being  on  concurring  in  the  following 
amendment: 

After  line  620,  insert:  "For  the  adjustment  and 
extinguishment,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  of  the  claims  of  the  S))anish  Gov- 
ernment against  the  United  States,  recommended 
by  the  President's  message,  $50, OUO." 

The  question  was  taken,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Badger,  Bell, 
Berritn,  Borland,  Buller,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton, 
Dickinson,  Douglas,  Downs,  Foote,  Hannegan,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Loui^iana,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis, 
SebaiKtian,  Turney,  Westcott,  and  Yiilee— 24.  ^ 

NAYS — Messrs.  Baldwin,  Benton, Breese,  Bright, Clarke, 
Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dix,  Felch,  Greene,  Hale, 
Hamlin,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Miller,  Niles, 
Pearce,  Plielps,  Spruance,  Underwood,  Upham,and  Walker 
—22. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  amendment  appropriating  !|141,055  91  to  cer- 
tain Creek  Indians,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Butler, 
Clarke,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dick- 
inson, Dix,  Douglas,  Downs,  Foote,  Greene,  Hale,  Hanne- 
gan,Houslon,Hunter,  Johnson  of  Mary  land,  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana, Lewis,  Miller,  Niles,  Phelps,  Uphain,  Walker,  West- 
cott, and  Yulee — 28. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Benton,  Breese,  Bright, 
Felch,  Hamlin,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  liing,  Pearce,  Spruance, 
Turney,  and  Underwood — 13. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  amendment  appropriating  for  continuing  and 
completing  the  surveys  and  explorations  to  be 
made  by  J.  C.  Fremont  in  Oregon  and  California, 
!|f30,000,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YE.'VS- Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Bell,  Benton,  Borland, 
Breese,  Bright,  Dickinson,  Di.\.  Douglas,  Felch,  Hale,  Ham- 
Nh,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Sebastian,  Underwood, 
and  Westcott — 18. 

NAY^S^Messrs,  Badger,  Butler,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massa- 
clniselts,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Hannegan,  Johnson 
of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  Miller, 
Pearce,  Spruance,  Turney,  and  Yulee — 16. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  an  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Dix,  to  insert,  for  compensation 
and  expenses  of  a  commercial  agent,  to  be  selected 
and  sent  abroad  by  the  President  to  collect  inform- 
ation respecting  the  commerce,  productions,  and 
statistics  of  Asia  and  Eastern  Africa,  §10,000;  and 
decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Badcer,  Bell,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Dayton,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Foote,  Hamlin,  Hannegan, 
Houston,  Johnson  ofMaryland,JohnsonofLouisiaua, Lewis, 
and  Nile? — 15. 
NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Benton,  Borland,  Breese, 
Bright,  Butler,  Corwin,  Felch,  King,  Metcalfe,  Miller, 
Pearce,  Spruance,  Turney,  Underwood,  Walker,  Westcott, 
and  Y'ulec — 19. 

All  the  other  amendments  made  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  of  the  Senate  were  then  con- 
curred in. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  then  (11  o'clock  p.  m.)  proceeded  to 
the  consideration  of  E.xecutive  business;  and  in  a 
few  minutes  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Monday,  .August  7,  1848. 

TheJournal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  question  before  the  House  wlien  it  ad- 
journed on  Saturday  last,  was  on  reconsidering 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1849,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
on  which  Mr.  Kaufmav  had  moved  the  previous 
question.  The  question  this  morning  being  on 
seconding  the  previous  question  — 

Mr.  HUNT  appealed  to  Mr.  Kaufman  to  with- 
draw the  demand  for  the  previous  question  for  five 
minutes. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  yielded  to  the  appeal,  on  con- 
dition that  the  gentleman  would  not  occupy  more 
than  five  minutes,  and  on  the  pledge  that  he  would 
renew  the  demand. 

Mr.  HUNT  accepted  the  pledge,  and  said  he 
had  not  ri.sen  with  a  view  of  consuming  the  time 
of  the  House  in  any  discussion  upon  the  motion 
to  reconsider.  What  he  desired  to  say  was,  that, 
although  in  his  opinion  it  would  have  been  entirely 
proper  to  have  incorporated  the  provisions  of  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Thompson]  into  this  bill  when  it  was  oriirmally 
reported,  or  when  it  was  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 


Union,,he  was  still  of  opinion  that,  at  this  stage 
of  the  session — the  army  appropriation  bill  having 
already  been  engrossed,  and  being  now  at  the  very 
point  of  passage — it  was  expedient  to  facilitate  the 
business  of  the  session  by  passing  the  army  bill 
through  at  once.  He  considered  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  was  strictly  in  order  to  the 
army  bill,  on  the  ground  that  the  improvement  of 
rivers  and  harbors  was  necessary  for  the  defence 
of  the  country,  and  for  the  additional  reason  that 
all  the  expenditures  proposed  were  to  be  mado 
under  the  direction  of  the  War  Department.  But 
as  this  bill  had  been  matured  in  Committee  of  tha 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  was  now  sa 
far  advanced  towards  its  passage,  he  felt  indis- 
posed to  incumber  it,  or  take  up  the  time  of  the 
House  in  discussing  the  question  of  harbor  and 
river  improvements  in  connection  with  this  bill. 

He  wished  to  state  to  the  House,  moreover,  that, 
when  the  army  bill  was  passed,  he  intended  to 
move  immediately  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whcje  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  to  postpone 
previous  orders  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  ths 
harbor  and  river  bill.  That  bill  had  been  reported 
a  long  time  since  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  was  now  ready  for  the  action  of  the  commit- 
tee, and  might  be  passed  in  a  yery  short  time,  if 
the  majority  who  were  in  favor  of  that  system 
would  act  together,  and  press  it  to  its  passage.  H& 
thought  it  might  be  passed  at  once,  after  the  army 
bill  was  voted  on. 

In  compliance  with  his  pledge,  he  renewed  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  remarking  that  it  was 
too  important  a  bill  to  be  acted  on  in  so  thin  a 
House,  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  yeas  and  naya  were  taken  on  ordering  a 
call,  and  resulted:  yeas  75,  nays  85. 

So  the  House  determined  there  should  not  be  a; 
call. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and 
the  main  question  ordered  to  be  now  put,  viz; 
Will  the  House  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
bill  (army  appropriation  bill)  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed.'  The  question  was  decided  in  the  neg- 
ative, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows:  yeas  57, 
nays  117. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  T.  then  entered  into  some  remarks  in  regard 
to  inaccuracies  in  the  report  published  this  morn- 
ing of  the  remarks  he  made  on  Saturday  last  rela- 
tive to  the  expediency  of  making  appropriations 
for  improving  the  navigation  of  the  western  rivers. 
His  views  to-day  were  also  generally  confined  to 
the  subject  of  river  improvement. 

Mr.  HUNT  made  a  few  brief  remarks  Tn  reply- 
to  Mr.  Thompson,  and  concluded  by  moving  to  lay 
on  the  table  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  on 
the  passage  of  the  bill-,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DARLING  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  there  be  paid,  out  of  the  contingent  fund 
of  the  House,  to  the  officers,  clerks,  inessertgers,  pages, and 
laborers  thereof,  the  compensation  usually  paidby  the  House 
and  Senate  at  the  close  of  a  session. 

^Mr.  D.  moved  the  previous  question. 
'Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  decidetl 
by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  negative:  yeas  54,  naya 
121. 

The  question  recurring  on  seconding  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question — 

Mr.  DARLING  modified  his  resolution  to  read 
as  follows: 

Resolred,  That  there  be  paid,  out  of  the  contingent  fund 
of  the  House,  to  the  assistant  clerks,  messengers,  pages, 
and  laborers  thereof,  including  folders  and  police  of  the  Cap- 
itol, with  its  messenger  and  laborer,  the  extra  compensation 
usually  allowed  by  the  House  and  Senate  at  the  close  of  a 
session. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and,  under 
the  operation  thereof,  the  resolution  was  agr«ed 
to,  by  yeas  and  nays:  yeas  119,  nays  51. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  just  taken;  which  motion  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropri- 
ation bill  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

SENATE  BILLS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BOVD,  the  following  Senate 
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bills  were  taken  up,  read,  and  referred  to  appro- 
priate committees,  viz: 

A  bill  to  compensate  R.  M.  Johnson  for  the 
«rection  of  certain  buildings  for  the  use  of  the 
Choctaw  Academy. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ward  and  Smith. 

A  bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  the 
military  reservation  at  Fort  Winnebago. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  Shadrach  Gillet  and 
others. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  joint  resolution 
o^f  the  House  concerning  certain  portions  of  the 
marine  corps. 

The  amendments  were  severally  read, and  con- 
'curred  in. 

So  the  joint  resolution  stands  passed, 

MJVUMj:      NT  to  JACKSON, 
The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  granting  to  the  Jackson  Mon- 
ument Committee  certain  brass  guns  and  mortars 
captured  by  General  Jackson,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 
It  was  read  three  times  and  passed, 
Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  recon- 
sider this  vote.     He  said,  he  had  no  objection  to 
give  a  monument  to  the  brave  old  soldier;  but  he 
was  not  willing  to  give  for  this  purpose  all  the  brass 
ordnance  in  the^ervice  which  might  be  technically 
reported  unfit  for  service, 

Mr.  COLLAMER  stated,  that  there  had  been 
many  pieces  of  ordnance  taken  from  the  enemy 
during  the  Revolution,  and  many  also  were  taken 
ifl  the  last  war,  which  were  now  unfit  for  service. 
And  why?  Because  most  of  those  of  brass  were 
light  pieces,  and  not  sufficiently  strong  to  resist 
the  greatly  increased  strength  of  gunpowder  as 
now  used;  for  the  modern  improvements  in  the 
manufacture  of  that  article  had  been  such  that  its 
streno-th  was  now  more  than  doubled;  besides, 
•these  light  pieces  recoiled  so  much  as  to  be  unfit 
for  modern  practice..  This  being  borne  in  mind, 
let  gentlemen  look  at  this  resolution,  and  they 
■would  perceive,  that  if  it  were  passed  in  its  present 
form,  it  would  authorize  the  delivering  up  of  all  the 
trophies  won  by  the  brave  achievements  of  the 
army  of  the  Revolution,  and  they  would  all  be 
melted  up.  Many  of  them  were  taken  at  York- 
town,  at  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis.  Were  gen- 
tlemen prepared  for  a  result  like  this?  He  had  no 
objection  that  all  the  cannon  taken  by  General  Jack- 
son himself  should  be  appropriated  to  this  use;  but 
-  he  must  object  to  giving  up  the  precious  trophies  of 
the  Revolution.  He  therefore  desired  that  the  bill 
should  be  amended  by  adding  a  proviso,  providing 
that  it  should  not  be  considered  as  including  the 
pieces  taken  from  the  enemy  in  the  war  of  the 
Revolution. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  said,  he  was  not 
only  willing  that  General  Jackson  should  have  a 
monument  of  brass,  but  one  cerepertnnius;  but  he 
hoped  the  House  would  take  care  to  exclude  from 
the  grant  the  trophies  to  which  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  had  alluded  for  the  erection  of  a  monu- 
ment to  anybody.  And  he  demanded  the  previous 
«[uestion. 

He  withdrew  it,  however,  at  the  request  of — 
Mr.  PALFREY,  who  took  the  same  ground, 
objecting  to  giving  up  the  trophies  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. Should  such  a  thing  be  done,  it  would  out- 
rage the  public  feeling  in  all  parts  of  the  country. 
Mr.  P.  might  be  willing  to  vote  money  for  the  pro- 
posed monument,  but  never  to  devote  to  its  erection 
materials  so  sacred  as  these.  Could  it  be  heard  of 
with  any  patience,  that  pieces  of  cannon  like  those 
■which  used  to  be  paraded  on  training  days  on 
Boston  Common,  known  by  the  names  of"  Han- 
cock" and  "  Adams,"  and  with  those  names  in- 
scribed upon  them,  captured,  if  he  remembered 
right,  in  one  of  the  battles  of  the  Revolution,  and 
given  by  the  Continental  Congress  to  Massachu- 
setts— could  itbeheardof  without  indignation,  that 
historical  objects  like  these  were  melted  up  into  a 
monument  to  General  Jackson,  because  the  head 
of  the  Ordnance  Department  reported  them  "  unfit 
for  service  ?"  The  country  would  not  endure  such 
a  profanation. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  wished  to  have  read  the 
memorial  of  the  Monument  Committee.  He  said, 
as  he  understood  the  language  of  that  memorial,  it 
prayed  that  certain  brass  pieces  taken  at  Pensa- 
oola,  together  with  such  others  as  might  be  report- 
ed unserviceable  by  the  chief  of  the  Ordnance 


Department,  might  be  taken  for  this  purpose.  It 
had  last  year  been  supposed  that  the  ordnance 
taken  at  Pensacola  would  be  sufficient.  But  it  was 
now  found  that  a  small  addition  of  other  brass  pieces 
would  be  requisite,  and  they  prayed  that  such 
might  be  granted  them  as  were  unfit  for  the  public 
service. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  inquired  whether,  in  these  ad- 
tional  pieces,  were  included  the  guns  taken  during 
the  Revolution  ? 

{Great  disorder  prevailing,  little  could  be  heard 
distinctly.] 

Mr.  Evans  moved  again  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded;  and  the  main  question 
being  on  reconsidering,^  it  was  carried.  So  the 
vote  adopting  the  resolution  in  its  present  form  was 
reconsidered. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  reconsidering  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  had  been  ordered  to 
its  third  reading,  it  was  carried. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  then  proposed  to  add  a 
proviso  excluding  the  trophies  of  the  Revolution. 

[About  twenty  gentlemen  were  here  on   their 
feet  at  once,  endeavoring  to  address  the  Chair.] 
Messrs.  McCLERNAND  and  SCHENCK  made 
remarks  not  distinctly  audible  in  the  confusion. 

Mr.  HASKELL  reminded  the  House  that  when 
he  had  introduced  a  resolution  for  the  erection  of 
a  monument  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Adams,  the 
House  had  voted  it  down.  He  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  was  understood  to  express 
shame  that  the  House  should  for  a  moment  think 
of  indulging  a  resolution  like  this  after  having  re- 
fused a  monument  to  the  greatest  man  in  the  land. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  was  opposed  to  givin^f 
up  the  venerable  and  precious  trophies  of  the  valor 
of  our  ancestors  to  any  general  whatever.  They 
belonged  to  the  country;  they  should  descend  from 
generation  to  generation;  they  were  so  many  heir- 
looms, which  ought  to  descend  to  posterity,  to 
show  what  their  ancestors  had  done.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  whole  proceeding.  He  would  not 
vote  such  a  gift  to  commemorate  either  Taylor  or 
Scott,  or  any  other  man,  however  distinguished, 
patriotic,  or  brave.  He  moved  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table,  and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  were  taken,  and  resulted:    Yeas  74,  nays 

ni. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  striking  out  the  words,  "  together  with  such 
other  pieces  of  brass  ordnance  reported  '  unser- 
viceable,' as  the  chief  of  the  Ordnance  Office  may 
deem  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  com- 
mittee." 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  said  there  seemed  to  be 
much  misapprehension  upon  this  subject.  A  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Jackson 
Monument  Association  had  placed  in  his  hands 
their  memorial,  asking  the  donation  of  certain 
brass  pieces,  to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  an 
equestrian  statue  tothememory  of  General  Andrew 
Jackson.  The  pieces  asked  for  consist  of  four 
four-pounder  brass  guns,  and  two  nine-inch  brass 
mortars,  weighing  in  all  4,930  pounds,  reported  to 
be  unserviceable,  which  were  captured  by  General 
Jackson  at  Pensacola. 

A  contract  had  been  made  by  the  committee  with 
Mr.  Clark  Mills,  of  Charleston,  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  statue,  at  a  cost  of  ^12,000,  of  which 
$11,500  had  already  been  contributed  by  a  gen- 
erous and  grateful  public.  There  was  now  no 
doubt  but  that  an  ample  sum  would  be  received 
for  the  construction  of  the  statue  in  a  tasteful  and 
substantial  form.  The  statue  was  to  be  one-third 
larger  than  life,  and  was  to  be  completed  within 
two  years  from  the  date  of  the  contract  with  the 
artist.  It  was  to  have  a  place  in  the  public  grounds 
in  this  city. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  King]  had 
objected  to,  the  donation  as  a  misapplication  of 
national  trophies  for  individual  objects.  But  not 
so.  It  had  been  an  immemorial  usage  to  devote  a 
portion  of  the  trophies  won  by  great  benefactors 
to  the  perpetuation  of  their  memories,  and  it  was 
a  usage  of  salutary  example,  in  its  effect  to  stimu- 
late a  noble  emulation  of  great  deeds  and  great 
services. 

Mr.  TOOMBS.  Where  has  such  a  usage  pre- 
vailed? 

Mr.  McCLERNAND.  In  Franee,  where  the 
column  of  Napoleon  had  been  made  of  the  cannon 


captured  at  Austerlitz;  and  in  England,  where  an 
equestrian  statue  to  Wellington  had  been  made,  or 
was  being  made,  of  the  brass  pieces  taken  at 
Waterloo. 

The  gentleman  from  Georgia  [Mr.  King]  could 
not  be  more  mistaken  than  in  supposing  that  it 
was  a  misapplication  of  national  trophies  to  devote 
them  to  the  perpetuation  of  the  names  of  the  heroes 
whose  valor  and  patriotism  had  won  them.  The 
name  of  Jackson — the  brave,  the  wise,  and  the 
incorruptible — v/as  inseparably  blended  with  the 
glory  of  his  country;  his  history  would  be  a  bright 
and  instructive  portion  of  her  history.  To  honor 
his  memory,  therefore,  was  to  honor  his  country, 
which  he  so  dearly  loved,  and  which  he  so  faith- 
fully served. 

At  the  last  session  of  Congress,  a  resolution  had 
passed  this  House  nem.  con.  granting  the  trophies 
in  question;  and  he  hoped  now,  since  the  present 
resolution  was  amended,  it  would  be  passed  unani- 
mously. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  moved  the  previous  ques-  ■ 
tion;  which  was  seconded,  and,  under  the  opera- 
tion thereof,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
joint  resolution  was  read  a  third  time,  and  returned 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BOTTS,  the  rules  being  suspended  for  the 
purpose,  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  or  the  House  of  Representatives 
be  directed  to  furnish  to  such  members  of  the  present  House 
as  have  not  already  received  them,  such  books  as  were  fur- 
nished to  the  members  of  the  98th  and  Sgth  Congresses,  and 
such  other  books  as  were  distributed  in  the  last  Congress  to 
the  members  of  the  Senate :  Provided,  That  this  resolution 
shall  not  be  construed  to  authorize  the  reprinting  of  such 
books. 

Mr.  BOTTS  moved  the  previous  question ; 
which  was  seconded,  and,  under  the  operation 
thereof,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to,  by  yeas  116, 
nays  58. 

Mr.  BOTTS-moved  to  reconsider  the  vote,  and 
also  moved  that  that  motion  be  laid  on  the  table; 
which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CALIFORNIA  AND  NEW  MEXICO. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the  House 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  business  on  the 
Speaker's  table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  first  business  in  order  were  the  messages  of 
the  President  in  relation  to  the  treaty  of  peace  with 
Mexico,  and  in  relation  to  the  boundaries  of  New 
Mexico  and  California,  &c. 

Mr,  VENABLE  continued  his  remarks  from  a 
former  day  upon  the  question  of  the  constitutional 
power  of  Congress  to  legislate  upon  the  subject 
of  slavery,  in  denial  of  the  existence  of  which  he 
warmly  argued;  replying  to  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
DoNNELL,  Mr.  BoTDON,and  other  gentlemen,  and 
was  interrupted  in  the  midst  of  his  remarks  by  the 
termination  of  his  hour. 

Mr.  STEPFIENS  followed  in  an  argumentative 
speech  on  the  subject  of  the  compromise  bill  re- 
cently passed  by  the  Senate  (which  was  laid  on 
the  table  by  the  House  of  Representatives)  and  on 
the  Territories  acquired  from  Mexico.  He  con- 
tended that'that  bill  did  not  settle  the  question 
which  has  agitated  a'nd  still  agitates  the  Union;  it 
only  postponed  it.  Mr.  S.'s  remarks  were  cut  off 
by  the  expiration  of  his  hour. 

Mr.  BINGHAM  succeeded  to  the  floor  after 
Mr.  Stephens,  and  delivered  a  speech  on  general 
topics  of  discussion.     When  he  concluded — 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion, which  was  seconded,  and  the  main  question 
was  ordered. 

Mr..  STEPHENS  moved  to  lay  the  messages 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  at  a  few  minutes  before 
four  o'clock,  moved  that  the  House  adjourn,  and 
also  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  resulted:  Yeas  36,  nays  80.  So  the  House 
refused  to  adjourn. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  that  the 
messages  be  laid  oti  the  table. 

It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  76,  nays 

64. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that 
the  last  vote  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  moved  that 
the  House  adjourn.     Lost. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
reconsider  on  the  table.     Agreed  to. 

RIVERS   AND  HARBORS. 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
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into  Committee  of  tlie  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the 
House  iiifjouin.     Lost:  ayes  64,  noes  67. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  that  the 
House  resolve -itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative:  Yeas  65, 
nays  58. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
(Mr.  Cabell,  of  Florida,  in  the  Chair.) 

Mr.  HOnSTON,  of  Alabama,  inquired  what 
was  the  order  of  business  .' 

The  CHAIR  replied,  that  the  bill  appropriating 
for  the  construction  of  a  dry  dock  in  New  York 
was  fir.st  on  the  calendar. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said  he  believed  the  rules  had 
been  changed  so  as  to  allow  the  majority  of  the 
committee  to  lake  up  any  bills  they  saw  fit;  and 
he  moved  to  take  up  Senate  bill  No.  33. 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  that  the  first  nineteen  bills 
on  the  calendar  be  passed  over,  and  that  bill  No. 
170,  making  appropriations  for  the  preservation 
and  repairs  of  the  public  works  upon  certain  har- 
bors and  rivers,  and  for  the  survey  of  certain  har- 
bors, be  taken  up. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  rule  recently  adopted  regulating  the  order  of 
business  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union;  which  was  read,  and  provides  that 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  bills  shall  be  taken  up  and  disposed  of  in 
tlieir  order;  but  when  objection  is  made  to  the  con- 
sideration of  a  bill,  a  majority  of  the  committee 
shall  decide  without  debate  whether  it  shall  be 
taken  up  and  disposed  of,  provided  that  the  general 
appropriation  and  certain  specified  bills  shall  be 
first  in  order. 

Mr.  C.  made  the  point  tlvat,  under  the  rule 
which  had  been  read,  the  committee  must  take  up 
each  bill  in  the  order  of  the  calendar;  and  objec- 
tions being  made  to  the  consideration  of  that  par- 
ticular Ijill,  the  committee  must  determine  whether 
it  would  take  it  up  or  proceed  to  -the  next  bill. 

Mr.  VINTON  hoped  that  course  would  be 
taken,  and  the  committee  could  vote  all  the  bills 
down  till  they  got  to  the  river  and  harbor  bill. 

Mr.  HUNT  objected  to  the  consideration  of  the 
first  bill. 

Mr.  COBB  claimed  the  floor,  and  called  the  gen- 
tleman to  order.  He  asked  for  the  reading  of  the 
first  bill,  that  the  comnjittee  might  vote  advisedly 
upon  taking  it  up. 

Mr.  HUNT  objected  to  the  reading  of  the  bill. 
[Great  excitement.]  He  insisted  that  the  gentle- 
man had  no  right  to  call  for  the  reading  of  the  bill 
until  the  committee  decided  to  take  it  up. 

The  CHAIIl  sustained  Mr.  Hunt's  view  of  the 
question  of  order,  and  decided  that  the  committee 
must  first  decide  whether  they  would  take  up  the 
bill  before  it  was  competent  to  insist  upon  its  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  COBB  appealed  from  that  decision,  and  on 
that  appeal  had  a  few  words  to  say. 

Mr.  HUNT  called  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
to  order,  and  claitned  that  the  appeal  was  not  de- 
batable. 

Mr.  COBB  called  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
to  order,  and  claimed  the  floor  on  a  previous  ques- 
tion of  order. 

Mr.  FARAN  called  for  the  reading  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  HUNT  said  the  order  of  busuiess  was  not 
open  to  debate,  and  consequently  an  appeal  from 
a  decision  as  to  that  order  could  not  be  debatable. 
He  raised  the  point  of  order  that  the  gentleman's 
remarks  were  not  in  order. 

Mr.  COBB  (still  retaining  the  floor)  said,  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  had  no  right  to  make 
a  point  of  order  when  one  point  was  pending. 
[Loud  cries  of  "  order.  "] 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  appeal  was  not 
debatable. 

Mr.  COBB  appealed  from  that  decision,  and 
proceeded  to  say  that  it  was  a  new  rule,  and  he 
wished  to  test  the  application  of  it.  [Loud  cries 
of  "order."] 

The  question  was  taken  by  tellers  on  the  last 
appeal,  and  the  votp  stood  :  Ayes  84,  noes  16— no 
quorum. 

[Cries  of,  "Call  the  roll."] 

Mr.  H  UNT  hoped  a  new  count  would  be  taken. 
It  was  evident  there  was  a  large  quorum  here,  and 
gentlemen  were  refusing  to  vote. 


The  CHAIR.  The  tellers  will  resume  their 
places,  and  tlie  vote  will  continue. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  (one  of  the  tel- 
lers;) The  tellers  have  finished  their  report.  The 
vote  was,  ayes  84,  noes  16.  [Cries  of,  "  Call  the 
roll"] 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  moved  that  the  committee 
rise;  but — 

The  CHAIR  ordered  the  Clerk  to  call  the  roll 
under  the  rule;  which  having  been  done — 

The  SPEAKER  resumed  the  chair,  and  the 
Chairman  reported  the  names  of  the  absentees 
to  the  House,  to  be  entered  on  the  Journal. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  and  Mr.  HALL,  of 
Missouri,  called  for  the  reading  of  the  names  of  the 
absentees. 

The  names  of  the  absentees  were  read,  and  a 
quorum  bavins:  appeared,  the  committee  resumed 
its  session,  and,  under  the  direction  of  the  Chair- 
man, the  tellers  took  their  places. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee rise. 

The  motion  was  not  received,  as  the  committee 
were  dividine  upon  the  appeal,  the  question  being 
"  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judg- 
ment of  the  committee?" 

The  affirmative  vote  having  been  announced  86, 
and  but  few  more  gentlemen  voting — 

The  CHAIR  said,  he  should  feel  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  calling  upon  gentlemen  by  nam'e.if  they 
did  not  vote. 

[Cries  of,  "That's  right;  call  the  names  of  those 
that  refuse  to  vote."] 

Mr.  MEADE  ro.-^e  and  asked  the  Chair  if  there 

was  a  rule  of  the  House 

"iThe  CHAIR  interposed  and  said  :  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  Mr.  Meade,  will  vote  upon 
this  question. 

Mr.  MEADE  asked  if  there  was  a  rule,  of  the 
House  on  this  question;  and,  until  he  ascertained, 
he  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting. 

The  tellers,  during  this  time,  were  receiving 
other  votes  of  gentlemen,  who  were  slowly  and 
reluctantly  passing  between  them,  and  now  re- 
ported ayes  90,  noes  30. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  that  the  (first)  ap- 
peal was  not  debatable  was  sustained. 

Mr.  COBB  claimed  that  the  question  now  re- 
curred nn  his  previous  appeal. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  moved  that 
the  committee  rise,  and  on  that  motion  called  for 
tellers. 

The  CHAIR  propounded  the  question,  and  an- 
nounced that  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  (by 
the  sound.) 

Mr.  THOMPSON  insisted,  with  much  warrhth, 
upon  the  question  being  taken  by  tellers. 

The  CHAIR  stated  that  the  call  for  tellers  came 
to  his  ear  too  late 

Some  conversation  ensued  upon  this  point  be- 
tween Mr.  THOMPSON,  Mr.  McKAY,  the 
CHAIR,  and  other  gentlemen.  [Great  confusion 
and  excitement.] 

The  CHAIR  announced  the  question  on  the 
first  appeal. 

Tellers  were  ordered,  and  after  some  time,  and 
not  without  the  Chairman  repeating  that  he  should 
be  constrained  to  call  gentlemen  by  name  who  re- 
mained in  their  seats  and  refused  to  vote,  a  quo- 
rum voted,  and  the  vote  was  announced:  Ayes  99, 
noes  17. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  that  it  was  not 
competent  to  call  for  the  reading  of  the  bill  prior 
to  the  decision  of  the  committee  whether  they 
would  take  it  up,  was  sustained. 

Mr.  FARAN  moved  that  the  committee  rise, 
with  ihe  view  (he  said)  of  moving  to  take  a  recess 
to  half-past  seven.     Rejected:  Ayes  54,  noes  78. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  laying  aside  the 
first  bill  on  the  calendar. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  called  for  tellers  on  that 
question. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkansas,  moved  that  the 
committee  rise,  with  a  view  of  moving  an  adjourn- 
ment. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  motion  to  be  out  of 
order. 

Tellers  were  then  ordered;  and  the  committee 
agreed  to  lay  the  first  bill  aside — 95  in  the  affirma- 
tive, and  20  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  then  renewed  his  motion  that 
the  committee  rise,  witii  the  view  of  moving  an 
adjournment. 

Mr.  H  UNT  inqaired  if  that  motion  was  in  order  ? 


The  CHAIR  said  it  was,  and  he  stated  the  ques- 
tion to  be  on  the  motion  to  rise. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  the  vote  being  taken 
by  tellers. 

Mr.  HUNT  then -moved  to  take  up  bill  No. 
170,  the  31st  on  the  calendar,  being  a  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  preservation  and  repairs  of 
the  public  works  upon  certain  harbors  and  rivers, 
and  for  the  survey  of  certain  harbors.  He  said 
his  motion  came  within  the  80th  rule  of  the  House, 
which  is  in  these  terms:  "General  appropriation 
bills  shall  be  in  order  in  preference  to  any  other 
bills  of  a  public  nature,  unless  otherwise  ordered 
by  a  majority  of  the  House." 

The  Chairman  stated  the  question  oh  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  HUNT  said   it  was  certainly  in  order,  as 

the  bill  made  appropriations  for  unfinished  works. 

Several    gentlemen   appealed   to   the   Chair   to 

know  whether  he  decided  that  motion  in   order 

under  the  80th  rule? 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  he  did.  The  bill  ap- 
peared to  be  of  a  sufficiently  general  character  to 
come  under  the  80th  rule. 

Mr.  COBB  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair.  It  was  an  unprecedented  decision.  [Or- 
der, order.]  He  asked  the  Chair [Order,  or- 
der.] It  was  useless  for  gentlemen  to  try  that 
game.  [Order,  order.]  He  rose  to  ask  a  question 
of  the  Chair.  He  desired  to  know  if  this  commit- 
tee were  not  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  a  reading  of 
that  bill  as  well  as  the  Chair,  that  they  might  be 
able  properly  to  decide  upon  it.  He  hoped  the  bill 
might  be  read. 

Mr.  HUNT  concurred  in  the  wish  that  the  bill 
might  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  bill  accordingly. 
Mr.  COBB  then  asked  for  tellei-s  on  his  appeal, 
and  they  were  ordered. 

The  tellers  took  the  vote,  and,  though   still  re- 
taining their  positions,  anrrounced  that  there  were 
77  in  the  affirmative  and  21  in  the  negative. 
[Several  voices:  "Less  than  a  quorum."] 
Mr.  JOHNSON  called  upon  the  tellers  to  report, 
Mr.  EVANS  said  they  could  not  be  compelled 
to  report. 

Mr.  VINTON  hoped  the  members  in  their  eeats- 
would  be  required  to  vote. 

Mr.  DUER,  (one  of  the  tellers.)  We  are  still 
counting. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  (after  a  pause,> 
said,  if  there  was  nothing  going  on,  he  desired  to 
make  a  motion. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said  the  tellers  were  taking 
a  vote. 

The  tellers  then  reported  78  in  the  affirmative* 
and  24  in  the  negative,  being  less  than  a  quorum. 
["Call  the  roll."] 

Mr.  VINTON  hoped  the  Chair  would  require 
gentlemen  to  vote.     ["Call  the  roll."] 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  insisted  on  the  rule 
being  carried  out. 

Mr.  VINTON  insisted  that  gentlemen  should 
be  required  to  vote, 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  inquired  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  was  in  order.  When  there  was 
no  quorum  present,  the  rule  required  that  the  roll 
should  be  called.  He  hoped  that  the  rule  would 
be  enforced. 

The  CHAIRMAN  said,  there  being  no  quorum 
present,  the  rule  required  that  the  roll  should  be 
called;  the  Clerk  would  therefore  call  the  roll  in 
obedience  to  the  rule. 

The  CLERK  called  the  roll  accordingly,  and 
then  thecommittee  rose, and  the  Chairman  reported 
the  names  of  the  absentees  to  the  House,  to  be 
entered  on  the  Journal. 

That  duty  having  been  discharged,  the  Chairmarj 
again  took  the  chair,  and  the  committee  resumed 
its  business,  a  quorum  being  present. 

Mr.  HUNT  inquired  what  question  was  before 
the  committee.  He  hoped  the  question  would  be 
taken  on  the  appeal. 

The  CHAIRMAN  slated  that  the  question  was 
on  the  appeal. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  asked  to  be  excused 
from  voting  on  the  appeal,  and  on  that  he  called 
fortellers. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  said  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  was  perfectly  in  order.  He  had  a  right 
to  ask  to  be  excused,  and  to  have  a  vote  on  iliat 
motion. 

The  CHAIRMAN  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia  tliat  the  tellers  were  taking  the  vole  on  hia 
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own  appeal  when  the  committee  found  itself  with- 
out a  quorum,  and  that  question  was  not  yet  dis- 
posed of. 

Mr.  COBB  said  any  gentleman  had  a  right  to 
ask  to  be  excused  from  voting;  and  if  the  Chair 
decided  otherwise,  he  should  take  an  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  ROOT  rose  and  asked  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  committee  to  make  a  proposition.  If 
any  gentleman  dissented  from  it,  he  would  with- 
draw it. 

The  CHAIRMAN  inquired  if  there  was  any 
objection. 

Mr.  ROOT  (there  being  no  objection)  said,  if 
tliey  could  take  up  this  bill,  he,  for  one,  should  be 
willing  to  allow  to-morrow  for  a  full  and  open  dis- 
cussion upon  it.  [Several  voices:  Wednesday,  at 
12  o'clock.]  Well,  he  had  no  objection  to  fix  12 
o'clock  on  Wednesday  for  the  termination  of 
debate  upon  it. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  agreed. 

Mr.  VINTON  inquired  if  the  five  minutes'  rule 
was  to  remain  in  force  ?  ["Yes."]  If  so,  it  was 
worthy  of  consideration,  as  two  days  more  might 
be  consumed  on  amendments  and  five  minutes' 
explanations. 

Mr.  ROOT  said  he  had  made  the  suggestion 
without  any  consultation  with  his  political  friends, 
in  the  hope  that  it  would  be  found  acceptable. 

Mr.  HUNT  asked  the  general  consent  to  make 
a  remark.  He  was  willing  to  agree  to  the  arrange- 
ment, with  the  express  understanding  that  the  bill 
shall  be  reported  to  the  House  on  Wednesday  at 
12  o'clock.  If  that  were  not  acquiesced  in,  he 
agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Vin- 
ton] that  they  might  be  kept  here  two  days  with 
five  minutes'  explanations  of  amendments.  Let  it 
be  understood  that  the  bill  should  be  reported  to 
the  House  at  12  o'clock  on  Wednesday,  and  he 
should  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  begged  it  to  be 
understood  that  he  was  no  party  to  such  an  ar- 
rangement. He  inquired  what  the  question  was 
before  the  House .'' 

The  CHAIRMAN  replied  that  it  was  on  the 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  COBB  inquired  if  there  was  any  objection 
to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Root.]  For  the  purpose  of  testing  the  sense 
of  the  committee  on  the  proposition  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio,  he  would  withdraw  his  appeal, 
and  move  that  the  committee  rise.  He  did  it  with 
the  understanding  on  his  part,  and  on  the  part  of 
those  around  him,  that  this  bill  would  be  taken  up 
to-morrow  morning,  on  going  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  that  the 
debate  should  close  on  Wednesday  at  12  o'clock. 

Mr.  VINTON.  Will  the  gentleman  further 
agree  that  the  five  minutes'  rule  shall  be  suspend- 
ed?    ["Oh,  no!  oh,  no!"] 

Mr.  COBB  desired  to  say  that  there  was  no  dis- 
position on  his  side  of  the  House  to  consume  the 
time  of  the  committee  for  the  purpose  of  delay. 
In  this  he  believed  he  spoke  the  sentiments  of  the 
gentlemen  around  him. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  called  upon  the  commit- 
tee to  proceed  with  its  business. 

Mr.  ROOT  desired  to  say  one  word.  He  was 
not  much  in  the  habit  of  consuming  the  time  of 
the  House.  To  avoid  such  scenes  as  he  had  seen 
here,  he  made  his  proposition  to  the  committee  for 
himself  alone,  and  he  hoped,  if  it  should  be  con- 
curred in,  and  any  gentleman  was  ready  to  pro- 
ceed, the  committee  would  sit,  and  allow  the  debate 
to  go  on  to-night. 

Some  irregular  conversation  and  much  confusion 
prevailed  for  some  minutes. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  inquired  if  the  bill  was 
before  the  committee,  the  appeal  having  been  with- 
drawn,' 

The  CHAIRMAN  replied  that  the  question  was 
on  the  motion  to  rise. 

Mr.  ROOT  hoped  no  gentleman  would  agree  to 
rise  on  his  proposition,  for  he  had  only  thrown  it 
out  as  an  individual  member. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  again  inquired  if  the  ap- 
peal had  been  peremptorily  withdrawn? 

The  CHAIRMAN  answered  in  the  aflirmative. 

The  motion  to  rise  was  then  negatived. 

Mr.  COBB  renewed  his  appeal.    ["Too  late."] 

Mr.  STANTON  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
He  wished  to  know  if  it  was  now  in  order  for  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  to  appeal? 

Mr.  COBB  replied  that  no  business  had  been 


done  except  on  a  mere  motion  to  rise.  He  said 
his  appeal  was  in  order,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Jones]  wished  to  be  excused  from 
voting  upon  it,  and  to  have  a  vote  by  tellers  there- 
on. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  stated  several  rea- 
sons why  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  was  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  COBB  briefly  replied,  amidst  much  confu- 
sion. 

The  CHAIRMAN  decided  the  appeal  to  be  out 
of  order. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  moved  that  the  committee 
take  up  the  bill  for  consideration.  If  the  commit- 
tee would  consent  to  take  up  the  bill,  he  hoped 
they  would  then  rise  and  report  progress,  that 
they  might  in  the  House  adopt  a  resolution  to  fix 
a  time  to  terminate  debate  which  would  be  satis- 
factory to  both  sides  of  the  House. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama.  There  is  no  ob- 
jection on  this  side  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD,  to  test  the  sense  of  the 
committee,  asked  that  the  appeal  might  be  with- 
drawn, that  he  might  make  the  motion  which  he 
had  indicated. 

Mr.  COBB  withdrew  his  a'ppeal,  on  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  DUNCAN  again  begged  it  to  be  understood 
that  he  was  no  party  to  any  such  arrangement. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
House  at  any  time  to  suspend  any  of  its  rules, 
either  perpetually  or  temporarily.  If  they  debated 
the  bill  for  tw^p  days,  he  thought  that  vi;ould  be 
sufficient.  He  therefore  proposed  that  the  debate 
should  continue  until  Wednesday,  at  12  or  2 
o'clock,  or  at  whatever  time  the  committee  should 
think  proper,  and  that  the  five  minutes'  rule  should 
then  be  suspended.  ["Oh,  no!"]  If  his  sugges- 
tion should  be  agreed  to,  they  would  then  dispose 
of  this  bill  under  the  old  rules  of  the  House;  that 
is,  every  gentleman  would  have  an  opportunity  to 
vote  on  his  amendment,  but  without  debate. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  would  suggest  to  his  friend 
from  Ohio  that  they  could  get  along  without 
making  any  order  on  that  subject  now.  He  had 
an  assurance  from  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
that  there  was  no  disposition  to  offer  amendments 
for  the  purpose  of  delay;  and  when  the  debate 
shall  be  closed,  and  amendments  shall  be  offered, 
they  could  "  sit  them  out, "he  had  no  doubt;  and, 
further  than  that,  if  they  found  the  five  minutes' 
rule  embarrassing,  surely  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee could  rise,  and  in  the  House  the  five  minutes' 
rule  could  be  suspended.  He  now  moved  that  the 
bill  be  taken  up. 

The  CHAIRMAN  stated ,  that  the  appeal  having 
been  withdrawn,  the  bill  was  before  the  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  then  moved  that  the  com- 
mittee rise  and  report  progress;  which  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  committee  rose  and  reported  accord- 
ingly. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  then  moved  a  resolution  to 
terminate  debate,  at  12  o'clock  on  Wednesday,  on 
bill  No.  170,  making  appropriations  for  the  pres- 
ervation and. repairs  of  the  public  works  upon  cer- 
tain harbors  and  rivers,  and  for  the  survey  of  cer- 
tain harbors. 

Under  the  operation  of  the  previous  question, 
the  resolution  was  agreed  to;  and — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  a  motion 
to  reconsider  was  made  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CABELL  offered  a  resolution  to  provide 
that  hereafter  it  shall  not  be  in  order  for  any  gen- 
tleman to  make  a  motion  to  adjourn  before  8 
o'clock,  p.  m.,  and  that  a  recess  should  be  taken 
each  day  from  2  to  4  o'clock.     Rejected. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROOT,  the  House  again  re- 
solved itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Cabell  in  the  chair,) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  No.  170, 
making  appropriations  for  the  preservation  and 
repairs  of  the  public  works  upon  certain  harbors 
and  rivers,  and  for  the  survey  of  certain  har- 
bors. 

And  a  debate  arose  thereon,  which  was  contin- 
ued from  this  time  (about  six  o'clock,  p.  m.)  till 
eleven  at  night,  which  was  participated  in  by 
Messrs.  HUNT,  (in  explanation  of  the  bill,) 
HOLMES  of  New  York,  MARVIN,  TURNER, 
VINTON,  and  WICK;  after  which,  the  commit- 
tee rose,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  August  7,  1848. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  <e»i.,laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  showing  the  quantity  of  sugar  imported 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1847;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  dbmmuni- 
cating  a  copy  of  the  joint  report  of  the  commis- 
sioners under  the  treaty  of  Washington  of  August 
9,  1842;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed.       , 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  BENTON  presented  a  petition  from  E. 
Fitzgerald  and  others,  asking  to  be  paid  for  their 
attendance  as  witnesses  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis 
against  a  certain  Garret  Long;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Ms.  MASON  presented  a  petition  from  the  legal 
representatives  of  Robert  P.  Carter,  asking  a  set- 
tlement of  the  accounts  of  Roddy  Carter  and  Jen- 
nings, contractors  for  provisions  during  the  war  of 
1812;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  WALKER  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Wisconsin  in  favor  of  the  improve- 
ment of  the  harbors  on  the  western  shores  of  Lake 
Michigan;  which  were  laid  on  the  table  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DOWNS  presented  a  petition  from  the  offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  Louisiswia  volunteers,  asking 
indemnity  for  losses  sustained  by  them  in  conse- 
quence of  the  wrecking  of  the  vessel  while  on  their 
way  to  the  seat  of  war. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BENTON,  from  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  to  whom  was  referred  the  joint  reso- 
lution of  the  House  relative  to  the  proceedings  and 
debates  of  Congress,  made  a  report,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
HALE,  one  thousand  extra  copies  were  ordered. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  made  adverse  reports  ori  the 
claim  of  Joseph  Barclay  and  of  Reuben  M.  Gibbs. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  House  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Levi  Colmus. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
asked  that  the  committee  be  discharged  froni  the 
further  consideration  of  the  following  petitions: 
Of  Mary  Ann  Bronaugh,  of  Catharine  Hoffman, 
of  Priscilla  Decatur  Twiggs,  and  of  Sarah  A. 
Mackay. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, reported  House  bill  requiring  all  moneys 
receivable  from  customs,  and  from  all  other  sources, 
to  be  paid  immediately  into  the  treasury,  without 
abatement  or  deduction,  and  for  other  purposes, 
with  amendments. 

Mr.  DOWNS,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Crawford;  which  was  read  twice,  and  referred. 

The  army  appropriation  bill  was  read  a  first  and 
•second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance. 

Mr.  BENTON  gave  'notice  that  he  would,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress, ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  release  the 
members  of  the  late  court-martial  whereof  Briga- 
dier General  Brooke  was  president,  and  before 
which  the  ex-lieutenant  colonel  of  mounted  rifles, 
J.  C.  Fremont,  was  tried,  and  the  judge  advocate, 
from  their  oath  of  secrecy,  according  to  the  pre- 
cedent set  by  the  British  House  of  Commons  in 
the  case  of  Admiral  Byng. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Maryland,  was  taken  up  and  adopted: 

Resolued,  That  the  President  of  tlie  Unitftri  States  be  re- 
quested to  inform  the  Senate,  at  theearliest  period,  whether 
hehas  any  iiifoinialion  that  anv  citizen  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States  is  or  are  now  preparing,  or  intendina;  to  pre- 
pare, within  the  United  States,  an  expedition  to  revoliiUon- 
ize  by  force  any  part  oftlie  Republic  of  Mexico,  or  to  assist 
in  so  doing;  and,  if  he  has,  what  is  the  extent  of  such  prep- 
aration, and  whether  lie  has  or  is  about  to  take  any  steps  to 
arrest  tlie  same. 

LANDS  IN  ARKANSAS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BORLAND,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  to  grant  to  the  State  of 
Arkansas  certain  unsold  lands  subject  to  overflow, 
for  the  purpose  of  internal  improvement,  educa- 
tion, and  other  purposes  in  said  State. 

Mr.  KING  thought  it  would  be  best  to  limit  the 
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bill  to  the  lands  in  the  State  of  Arkansas.  So  far 
he  was  willing  to  go,  but  no  further  at  present. 
Whenever  his  friend  from  Florida  would  introduce 
a  bill  relative  to  the  lands  in  that  State,  he  would 
give  it  a  favorable  consideration. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  made  a  reply,  which  was 
inaudible. 

Mr.  BORLAND  said,  as  the  bill  was  originally 
introduce,  it  was  limited  in  its  provisions  to  the 
overflowed  lands  in  the  State  of  Arkansas.  Sev- 
eral Senators,  however,  had  suggested  the  propriety 
of  giving  the  bill  a  more  extensive  operation;  and 
it  \vas  solely  with  a  view  to  meet  the  wishes  of 
his  friends  around  him  that  he  had  consented  to 
extend  its  operation  so  as  to  embrace  the  useless 
lands  in  the  adjoining  States. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  sustained  the 
bill  as  it  had  been  amended,  and  expressed  a  hope 
that  the  opposition  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama 
would  be  withdrawn.  , 

Mr.  FOOTE  explained,  that  the  language  of  the 
bill  applied  only  to  the  lands  known  as  swamp 
lands,  utterly  valueless  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  which  could  be  reclaimed  and  made 
valuable  by  the  State. 

Mr.  BORLAND  said,  that  if  he  thought  these 
lands  could  ever  be  made  worth  anything  to  the 
United  States,  he  would  not  ask  for  them  on  the 
terms  named  by  the  bill.  The  State  would  em- 
bank and  reclaim  the  lantls,  and  thus  remove  a 
fertile  cause  of  disease,  and  encourage  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  lands  and  the  increase  of  population. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  was  of  opinion,  that  the  im- 
provements necessary  to  make  these  lands  useful 
would  never  be  made  by  the  United  States.  It 
would  require  ten  regiments  of  topographical  en- 
gineers, and  a  hundred  millions  of  money.  If  the 
States  would  take  the  lands  on  the  condition  of 
reclaiming  the  lands,  the  offer  ought  to  be  accept- 
ed. 

Mr.  MILLER  thought  we  had  not  sufficient 
information  on  the  subject  of  these  lands  to  enable 
the  Senate  to  act  on  the  bill  in  this  hasty  manner, 
and  at  this  late  period  of  the  session.  It  had  been 
said  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  that  a 
general  system  would  be  brought  before  Congress 
at  the  next  session,  and  he  thought  we  should  wait 
for  that  system. 

Mr.  KING  said,  he  had  no  objection  to  a  bill  to 
give  to  the  States  the  lands  which  could  never  be 
reclaimed  by  the  Government,  which  would  not  go 
into  a  system  of  drainage.  If  the  States  would  do 
this,  it  was  the  only  way  in  which  the  lands  could 
be  mad«  valuable.  He  did  not  believe  that  the 
everglades  of  Florida  could  ever  be  reclaimed  by 
the  State  or  the  General  Government.  He  would 
withdraw  his  opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  METCALFE  said  he  could  not,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  a  State  which  was  excluded  from  the 
benefit  of  any  improvement  of  her  rivers  and  har- 
bors, vote  now  to  give  away  to  particular  States 
the  lands  which  were  the  common  property  of  all. 
He  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  put  and  negatived:  ayes  16, 
noes  20. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  ordered  -on  the 
passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  made  a  few  re- 
marks in  favor  of  the  bill,  uecause  neither  the 
means^of  the  Government  nor  private  capital  can 
ever  be  applied  to  the  reclamation  of  these  lands. 
The  measure  had  been  long  before  Congress,  and 
no  one  could  pretend  that  it  was  sprung  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  NILES  opposed  the  bill.  The  title  of  the 
bill  referred  to  lands  subject  to  overflow.  All  bot- 
tom lands  are  subject  to  overflow,  and  this  descrip- 
tion would  em'Draco  all  the  valley  lands.  But  the 
bill  has  been  amended  so  as  to  extend  to  all  lands 
which  the  surveyor  may  denominate  swamp  lands. 
After  a  wet  season,  it  would  be  difficult  to  decide 
which  arc  precisely  swamp  lands,  and  which  were 
only  temporarily  overflowed.  lie  thought  such 
II  sweeping  grant,  which  would  give  away  a  hun- 
dred millions  of  acres,  ought  not  to  l)e  made  in 
this  manner,  and  he  should  oppose  the  bill. 

Mr.  BREESE  stated  that  the  practice  of  the 
fiirveyors,  When  employed  in  surveys,  in  reference 
ir)  overflowed  lands,  was  to  give  them  a  distinct 
designation  in  their  maps  and  reports  to  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  and  from  these  reports  the  de- 
ci.HJon  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  made. 
In  hia  State  there  were  many  acres  of  lands  in 
high  situations,  near  the  sources  of  streams,  which 


were  subject  to  overflow,  and  which  could  not  be 
called  swamp  lands. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  thought  more  particular 
information  ought  to  be  before  the  Senate  in  refer- 
ence to  the  lands  in  other  States  than  Arkansas. 
He  moved  to  strike  out  the  third  section,  which 
extends  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  other  States. 

Mr.  FOOTE  said  that  the  state  of  things  was 
the  same  in  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  as  in  Ar- 
kansas. He  hoped  there  would  be  no  delay,  as 
no  farther  information  could  throw  new  light  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  before  he  could 
vote,  desired  to  know  what  portion  of  these  lands 
were  now  inhabited  and  under  cultivation.  A  great 
deal  of  money  had  been  expended  by  the  Govern- 
ment in  removing  obstructions  and  rafts,  and  it 
was  now  proposed  to  give  all  away.  He  doubted 
whether  overflowed  lands  were  entirely  useless,  as 
he  knew  that  many  such  lands  had  been  reclaimed 
and  made  valuable  by  private  enterprise.  He 
would  prefer  that  some  one  should  be  sent  to  sur- 
vey these  lands,  that  the  Government  should  be 
able  to  make  some  estimate  of  their  value. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  complained  that 
every  application  from  the  States  in  which  these 
lands  lie  had  been  refused.  The  overflow  from 
the  Mississippi  was  sometimes  ten  feet,  and  it  was 
impossible  for  any  private  enterprise  to  reclaim  the 
lands.  The  health  of  the  country  was  injured  by 
these  inundations. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  then 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

OREGON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOUGLAS,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
the  Territorial  Government  of  Oregon. 

The  bill  being  before  the  Senate  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  the  question  being  on  the 
amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Territories — 

The  first  amendment  was  the  introduction  of  the 
following  proviso  to  the  sixth  section:  "That  no 
act  of  the  Territorial  Legislature  shall  become  a 
law  until  approved  by  the  Governor." 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  adding  the  words,  "  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, or,  if  disapproved  by  said  Governor,  until 
specifically  submitted  to  and  approved  by  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States." 

The  amendment  to  the  amendmentwas  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  explained,  that  the  absolute 
veto  power  was  embraced  in  all  the  Territorial 
Governments. 

Mr.  HALE  suggested  an  amendment  making  it 
the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  transmit  any  bill  which 
did  not  become  a  law,  to  Congress,  as  follows: 
"  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to 
transmit  copies  of  any  acts  disapproved  by  him  to 
Congress." 

Mr.  TURNEY  moved  to  add,  "  and  his  reasons 
for  disapproval." 

Mr.  HALE  accepted  the  addition  as  a  modifi- 
cation of  his  amendment,  and  then  withdrew  his 
amendment. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Davis,  of  Mississippi;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE  renewed  his  motion  to  amend,  and 
again  withdrew  it. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  insert  his  amendment  in 
the  third  section,  as  follows:  "And  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  said  Governor,  immediately  after  the  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature,  to  transmit  copies  of  any 
acts  from  which  he  may  have  withheld  his  ap- 
proval, together  with  his  reasons  for  such  disap- 
proval." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment  of  the  committee  being 
under  consideration,  as  follows:  At  the  beginning 
of  the  I4th  section  insert:  "  Inasmuch  as  the  said 
Territory  is  north  of  the  parallel  of  thirty-six  de- 
grees and  thirty  minutes  of  north  latitude,  usually 
known  as  the  Missouri  compromise" — 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  moved  to  strike  out "  thir- 
ty-six degrees  and  thirty  minutes,"  and  insert 
"  forty-two;"  and  to  strike  out  the  words  "usually 
known  as  the  Missouri  compromise." 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  suggested,  that  the  better  mode 
would  be,  to  take  the  question  on  thejamendment 
altogether. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  thought,  that  the  amend- 


ment, as  reported,  left  the  disputed  question  of 
slavery  open  to  be  renewed  in  the  California  bill, 
and  it  was  his  desire  to  make  the  language  so  plain 
as  to  preclude  the  reopening  of  this  debate. 

Mr.  BUTLER  said,  he  was  a  passive  member 
of  the  committee,  intending  to  vote  against  this 
whole  section,  the  reasons  for  which  he  should  give 
hereafter. 

Mr.  NILES  expressed  astonishment  that  the 
Committee  on  the  Territories  should  have  reported 
an  amendment  which, had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
subject-matter  of  this  bill,  as  it  is  well  known  that 
all  of  Oregon  lies  north  of  36°  30'.  He  was  at  a 
loss  to  understand  the  reason  for  such  a  provision. 
Was  it  intended  to  refer  to  some  other  subject 
which  might  come  up  for  legislation  hereafter?  If 
it  was  intended  for  anything,  it  must  be  to  exer- 
cise influence  over  legislative  action  in  the  other 
Territories.  He  was  entirely  opposed  to  this  mode 
of  legislation.  If  it  was  a  reiinactment  of  the  com- 
promise bill,  he  thought  it  better,  after  our  failure 
to  legislate  in  that  form,  to  leave  it  alone.  Per- 
haps it  was  to  ease  off  the  feelings  of  certain  Sena- 
tors here,  and  to  enable  them  to  justify  their  votes. 
He  did  not  wish  to  see  anything  go  abroad  which 
might  be  construed  into  a  compromise  when  com- 
promise is  not  intended. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  explained  that  the  amendment 
was  reported  with  the  unanimous  desire  of  the 
committee  that  no  Senator's  vote  on  the  bill  should 
be  understood  as  committing  him  on  the  great 
question. 

Mr.  HALE  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
amendment,  and,  whatever  the  vote  on  the  amend- 
ment, he  should  vote  for  the  bill.  But  he  desired  it 
to  be  distinctly  understood  that  he  did  not  by  such 
vote  commit  himself  in  the  slightest  degree  as  to 
his  future  course. 

Mr.  MASON  charged  the  language  reported  in 
the  amendment  as  unintelligible.  He  attributed 
to  the  committee  the  design  to  evade  the  slavery 
question.  He  referred  to  the  state  of  public  opin- 
ion abroad,  and  to  the  convention  about  to  be 
assembled  at  Buffalo,  for  the  choice  of  a  standard- 
bearer.  But  one  god  was  to  be  worshipped  there, 
and  that  god  was  power — the  power  to  trample 
down  the  Constitution  of  the  country.  He  referred 
to  the  recent  decision  of  Virginia  not  to  regard 
any  law  of  the  United  States  which  should  prevent 
her  citizens  from  carrying  their  slaves  into  any  of 
the  Territories.  He  and  his  constituents  were  will- 
ing to  be  bound  by  the  principle  of  the  compro- 
mise; but  it  wasjiotto  be  expected  that  they  would 
go  one  single  step  beyond  it.  It  would  be  to  ex- 
pect them  to  submit  to  insult. 

Mr.  DAYTON  replied  to  the  threats  held  out 
by  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  that  if  she  was  to 
be  forced  another  step,  she  would  proclaim  nullifi- 
cation. He  repudiated  for  the  W'hig  party  this 
question  as  the  great  issue  to  be  tried  at  the  com- 
ing election.  The  questions  of  free  soil  and  slavery 
were  not  the  great  questions  of  the  Whig  party. 
They  constituted  too  narrow  a  ledge  for  that  party 
to  stand  on.  Nor  would  it  be  generally  understood 
that  this  was  the  great  issue  with  the  Democratic 
party.  As  to  the  amendment,  whatever  may  be 
the  understanding  with  which  it  was  adopted  in 
the  committee.  Senators  would  have  to  stand  on 
their  recorded  votes.  He  did  not  see  how  the 
amendment  could  be  sustained. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  it 
being  evident  the  bill  could  not  be  disposed  of 
to-day,  he  would  therefore  move  that  its  /urther 
consideration  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BUTLER  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
postponement,  provided  it  did  not  interfere  with 
his  remarks  which  he  was  about  to  make.  He 
desired  to  be  heard  on  this  bill  before  the  vote  was 
taken  on  it. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of 
Maryland,  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
Executive  business,  and  the  doors  remained  closed 
until  near  nine  o'clock,  when  they  were  reopened, 
and 

The  Senate  adjourned. 
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The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  that  the  rules  be 

Busjjended,  and  that  the  House  proceed  to  con- 
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sider  the  business  on  .the  Speaker's  table.     Lost, 
two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  make  a  report  from  the  .Toint  Select 
Committee  on  the  publication  of  the  debates  and 
proceedings  of  Congress. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  motion, 
but  before  being  taken,  Mr.  Ashmun  withdrew  the 
motion. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  made  adverse  t^eports  on  the  peti- 
tions of  John  Newton,  John  Ambrozine,  and  Wy- 
att  Richards,  and  on  the  memorial  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  Florida,  for  a  quarter  section  of  land 
on  which  to  locate  the  court-house  of  Hillsboro' 
county;  all  which  were  laid  on  the  fable. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee, a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  ^illiam  J.  Price.     Read  and  committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  a  bill  to  autho- 
rize the  State  of  Alabama  to  apply  certain  lands 
heretofore  granted  to  that  State  for  internal  im- 
provements and  for  the  use  of  schools  in  lieu  of 
the  valueless  16th  sections  in  said  State.  The  bill 
•was  read  twice.  After  some  conversation  between 
Messrs.  COLLAMER,  WHITE,  and  others,  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and,  being  en- 
grossed, was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  same 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  Senate  bill  to 
authorize  the  relinquishment  of  the  16th  sections 
in  certain  cases,  and  the  selection  of  other  lands 
in  lieu  thereof,  reported  the  same. 

Also,  House  bill  to  pay  to  the  State  of  Missouri 
the  2  per  cent,  upon  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
the  public  lands  sold  in  said  State,  which  has  been 
reserved  by  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of 
constructing  a  road  to  said  State,  reported  the  same 
back  to  the  House;  and  they  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  adverse  reports  on  the  petition  of  citizens  of 
Oregon  county,  Missouri,  praying  for  a  change  of 
the  location  of  a  small  tract  of  land;  of  Luke  Lea 
and  D.  Shelton,  Nathaniel  J.  Wyth,  of  the  heirs 
of  John  Kendrick,  Charles  Bulfinch,  and  others, 
Hall  J.  Kelly,  Luke  Perry,  and  James  Brownlee, 
and  the  citizens  of  Louisiana,  for  a  grant  of  land. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  a  bill  to  aid  the 
State  of  Louisiana  in  reclaiming  the  swamp  lands 
therein.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  COLLAMER,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of 
William  W.  Wynn,  reported  the  same  back  to  the 
House,  without  amendment.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GOGGIN,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which  was  referred  Sen- 
ate bill  to  facilitate  international  exchanges,  re- 
ported the  same  back  to  the  House,  without  amend- 
ment.    It  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Subsequently,  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  moved 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CHASE,  that  motion  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LINCOLN,  from  the  committee  to  which 
was  referred  Senate  joint  resolution  for  the  relief 
of  such  persons  as  may  have  incurred  the  disabil- 
ity of  the  28th  section  of  the  act  to  change  the 
organization  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  and 
provide  more  effectually  for  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  thereof,  approved  July  2,  1836,  reported 
the  same  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  LINCOLN  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
put  upon  its  passage;  and,  after  some  remarks  by 
Messrs.  LINCOLN,  ROOT,  and  FICKLIN— 

Mr.  ROOT  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the 
table.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  which 
was  referred  Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  V. 
Mitchell,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House 
without  amendment.     Committed. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secrteary  of  War  bo  requested  to  cause 
a  survey  and  examination  to  be  made  of  ihaP  part  of  the 
Potomac  river  between  tlie  Long  Bridsjc  and  Georgetown. 
with  a  view  lo  ascertain  the  cause  of  the  formation  of  land 
on  the  flats  along  the  banks  of  the  river;  and  that  he  cause 
also  an  estimate  lo  be  made  of  the  cost  of  repairing  the  Long 
Bridge  ;  and  also  of  constructing  a  bridi?e  across  the  I'oto- 
mac  at  the  aqueduct  of  the  canal  at  Georgetown  ;  and  also 


an  estimate  of  the  probable  cost  of  keeping  up  a  steamboat 
ferry  in  the  place  of  the  Potomac  bridge;  and  that  the  report 
be  made  at  as  early  a  period  in  the  next  session  as  practicable. 

After  some  remarks  by  Messrs.  CHAPMAN 
and  SAWYER— 

Mr.  §AWYER  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  On 
the  table.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the 
motion,  and  resulted:  Yeas  76,  nays  91. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  the 
previous  question,  which  was  seconded;  and,  un- 
der the  operation  thereof,  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  CHAPMAN,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  supplemental  to  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  incorporate  the  Washington,  Alexandria, 
and  Georgetown  Steam  Packet  Company."  Read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill 
to  carry  into  effect  certain  provisions  in  the  treaties 
between  the  United  States  and  China  and  the  Ot- 
toman Porte,  giving  judicial  powers  to  ministers 
and  consuls  of  the  United  States  in  those  countries, 
reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  without 
amendment. 

After  a  brief  explanation  by  Mr.  Ingersoll,  the 
bill  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to 
the  Senate.  * 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  fi-om  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  forgiving 
effect  to  certain  treaty  stipulations  between  this 
and  foreign  Governments  for  the  apprehension  and 
delivering  up  of  certain  offenders,  reported  the 
same  back  to  the  House  with  amendments. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL  made  a  brief  explanation  of 
the  bill;  after  which,  the  amendments  were  read 
and  agreed  to,  and  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  then 
read  a  third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  to  promote  the 
despatch  of  business  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  to 
repeal  the  second  section  of  the  act  approved  June 
17, 1844,  entitled  "  An  act  concerning  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,"  reported  the  same 
back  to  the  House  with  an  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  read;  and,  after  some  dis- 
cussion by  Messrs.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  BOW- 
LIN,  THOMPSON  of  Mississippi,  and  others, 
the  previous  question  was  moved  and  seconded,  and 
the  main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  BO  WLIN  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment on  the  table.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken 
on  the  motion,  and  resulted:  Yeas  82,  nays  84. 

The  question  recurring  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment, the  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  thereon,  and 
resulted:  Yeas  76,  nays  84. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  read  a  third  time,  and  resulted:  Yeas  61, 
nays  98. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  that  the  House 
proceed  to  consider  the  business  on  the  Speaker's 
table.     Lost. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  to  which  was  referred  Senate 
joint  resolution  in  reference  to  the  next  cehsus, 
reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  1.  asked  to  have  the  resolution  put  upon  its 
passage;  and,  after  some  conversation  between 
Messrs.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  THOMPSON  of 
Mississippi,  and  ASHMUN,  the  resolution  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  ASHMUN,  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  fi-om  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  which  was  referred  Senate  resolution 
concerning  the  distribution  of  the  statutes  at  large, 
reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  without 
amendment. 

The  resolution  was  then  read  a  third  time  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  to  change 
the  time  of  holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts 
in  the  State  of  Kentucky,  reported  the  same  back 
to  the  House  without  amendment. 

Thereupon,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  was  discharged  from 
the  petition  of  Wyatt  Eppes.     Laid  on  the  table. 


Mr.  COLLAMER  moved  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  business  on  the  Speaker's 
table.     Lost. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Claims,  reported  bills  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Jackson;  for  the 
relief  of  the  heirs  of  Willis  Reddick;  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  Colonel  John  H. 
Stone,  an  officer  of  the  revolutionary  war;  which 
bills  were  severally  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported bills  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Captain 
Samuel  Ransom,  an  officer  of  the  revolutionary 
war,  killed  at  Wyoming;  and  for  the  relief  of 
Moses  Van  Campen;  which  bills  were  read  and 
committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  adverse  reports 
on  the  petitions  of  the  executors  of  Henry  Paul- 
ing, heirs  of  William  Cherry,  and  the  heirs  of 
Lieutenant  Micah  Whitmnrsh.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  TBOWLIN,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Carondelet,  in  the 
State  of  Missouri.     Cominitted. 

Mr.  BARRINGER,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
Creek  nation  of  Indians.     Read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARRINGER,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs  were  discharged  from  the 
petitions  of  R.  C.  Gentry  and  others,  Lawrence 
Taliaferro,  late  Indian  agent  at  St.  Peters,  John 
Phagan,  Joseph  Chaffee,  William  B.  Hart,  as- 
signee of  Alexander  Anderson  and  others,  &c. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  from  the 
same  committee,  to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill 
to  compensate  R.  M.  Johnson  for  the  erection  of 
certain  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Choctaw  Acad- 
emy, reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  without 
amendment.     Committed. 

Mr.  BOTTS,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Thomas  J.  V. 
Ovirens,  deceased,  reported  the  same  back  to  the 
House  without  amendment.     Committed. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bill  for  ascertaining  and  paying  the 
California  claims,  reported  the  same  back  to  the 
House  with  an  amendment.     Committed. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  made  aji  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  C.  H.  Todd.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution,  which  was  read : 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  this  House  be  directed  to  pur- 
chase, out  of  the  contingent  fund,  from  Mechlin  &  Winder, 
the  publishers  of  the  General  Navy  Register  and  Compila- 
tion of  all  Laws  relating  to  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
three  hundred  copies  of  that  work,  at  a  price  not  exceeding 
three  dollars  per  copy,  and  that  the  same  be  deposited  in 
the  Congressional  Library,  subject  to  the  further  order  of 
this  House. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,  after  making  a  few  observa- 
tions in  explatiation  of  the  resolution,  moved  the 
previous  question,  which  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STUART,  of  Michigan,  the 
resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GAYLE,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  a  joint  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  authorizing  the  submission  of 
certain  claims  to  arbitration,  reported  the  same 
back  to  the  House  without  amendment;  and,  there- 
upon, the  bill  was  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BURT,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  to  revive 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  horses  and  other  property  lost  or  destroyed 
in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,"  ap- 
proved January  18,  1837,  and  the  acts  approved 
October  14,  1837,  and  August  23,  1842,  and  the 
last  proviso  of  the  act  of  March  3, 1843,  amendatory 
of  the  same,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House 
without  amendment.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BURT,  under  instructions  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affaii's,  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  move 
to  discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  from  the  consideration  of  Senate 
bill  relating  to  the  payment  of  the  fourth  regiment 
of  Vermont  militia.  Lost,  two-thirds  not  voting 
in  favor  thereof. 

Mr.  MARSH,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  repre- 
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Bentatives  of  John  M.  Baker.     Read   and  com- 
mitted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  LAWRENCE,  the  Com- 
miitee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  of  the  petitions  of  John 
Rose,  Adam  Harper,  and  Mary  Segar,  widow  of 
Peter  Segar.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HAMMONS  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to  move  to 
discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the 
bill  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  terms  of  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  in  the  district 
of  Maine.  Lost,  two-thirds  not  voting  in  favor 
thereof. 

Mr.  FRIES,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  made  adverse  reports  on  the  petitions  of 
Robert  and  Henry  Blow,  Silas  Chatfield,  James 
M.  French,  John  Harrigan,  and  John  Forrest. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FULTON,  the  Commutee  on 
Invalid  Pensions,  to  which  was  referred  the  House 
bill  to  authorize  the  payment  of  invalid  pensions 
in  certain  cases,  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  same;  and  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  FULTON,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Horatio  Fitch.  Read 
and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FULTON,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  of  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of 
David  N.  Smith. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  passed,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VENABLE,  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  petitions  of  Samuel  J. 
Smith,  of  New  York,  William  Wallace,  Sally  S. 
Crocker,  T\nd  Charles  Wilson;  and  they  were  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  W.  T.  LAWRENCE,  from  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  William  Lynch.     Read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  T.  LAWRENCE,  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petitions  of 
James  Charles,  John  H.Goolsby,  and  nineteen 
others,  and  of  13enjamin  P.  Smith;  and  they  were 
hiid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  T.  LAWRENCE,  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  were  discharged  from 
tlie  further  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Catharine  Clark. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed;  and, 
being  engrossed,  was  read  a  thi»-d  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NESS,  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petitions  of  Robert  Rose,  Jesse 
Rose,  Aaron  II.  Hoyt,  Joseph  M.  Rhea,  Joshua 
Russell,  Benjamin  Watson,  William  Murray,  and 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Johnston.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  VENABLE,  by  direction  of  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  moved  to  discharge  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  from  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  D.  Ward.  Lost, 
two-thirds  not  voting  in  favor  thereof. 

Mr.  K^AUFM  AN  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union.     Lost. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  that  the  House 
proceed  to  consider  the  business  on  the  Speaker's 
table.     Lost. 

Mr.  DUER,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Afiairs,  to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  personal  representatives  of  William 
A.  Slucum,  deceased,  reported  the  same  back  to 
the  House  with  amendments.    Committed. 

Mr.  SCHENCK,  from  (he  Committee  on  Roads 
and  Canals,  to  whir.h  was  referred  the  bill  to  sur- 
render to  the  State  of  Indiana  the  Cumberland  road 
'u\  said  Slate,  reiiorted  the  same  back  to  the  House 
without  amendment. 

Mr  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  made  a  few  brief  re- 
miirks  in  urgent  advocacy  of  the  ImII. 

Mr.  ROCK.WELL,  of  Connecticut,  then  moved 
the  previous  question;  which  was  seconded,  and, 
under  the  operation  thereof,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time,  pas.sed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SCHENCK,  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals  were  discharged  from  the 
further  considernlion  of  the  petitions  of  the  Legis- 
latures of  Tennessee  and  Pennsylvania,  and  of 
sundry  pelitionH  on  the  subject  of  a  railroad  from 


Lake  Michigan  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.    Laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Illinois,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  a  bill  making  an  appropriation  for 
surveying  and  opening  a  road  from  the  Falls  of 
St.  Croi.x  to  La  Pointe,  on  Lake  Superior.*  Read 
and  committed. 

Mr.  CUMMINS,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Rebecca  Freeman.     Read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CUMMINS,  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions  were  discharged  from  the  pe- 
titions of  Abigail  Williams,  Isaiah  Williams,  Let- 
tis  Pond,  Squire  Ferris,  Abigail  Hamilton,  Nancy 
Byrd,  and  Robert  Allison;  and  they  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DONNELL,  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions  were  discharged  from 
the  petitions  of  Nathaniel  Bailey,  Catherine  Wil- 
son, Solsbery  Wheeler,  heirs  of  James  Taylor; 
Elizabeth  Simpson,  Ann  Spencer,  John  T.  Par- 
rish,  administrator;  Lemuel  P.  Montgomery,  Wil- 
liam Sedford,  Mrs.  Sally  Ketchum,  Josiah  Hobbs, 
Lucretia  and  Mercy  Demmon,  Henry  Bardan, 
Henry  Haines,  and  Esther  Fish,  widow  of  John 
Ladd,  &c.;  and  they  were  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TAYLOR,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  was  discharged  from  the  petitions 
of  Morris  Fosdick  and  Robert  Graham.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  HENLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Patents, 
to  which  was  referred  Senate  bills  for  the  relief  of 
Oliver  C.  Harris,  reported  the  same  back  to  the 
House  without  amendment. 

The  bill  was  thereupon  read  a  third  time  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Also,  from  the  same  committee,  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Ross  Winans.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  PALFREY,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Library,  reported  a  joint  resolution  to  authorize 
the  purchase  of  Catlin's  gallery  of  pictures  of  North 
American  Indians.     Read  and  committed. 

Mr.  PRESTON,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
March  13,  1848,  relative  to  the  Smithsonian  Insti- 
tution, reported  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  read  and  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  change  and  modify  the 
act  ettiiblishiiig  the  Smithsonian  In.stitutiou  in  the  manner 
proposed  in  s.nid  resolution. 

Resolved,  Tliat  tlie  cojnmitlee  be  discliarged  from  the  fur- 
ther considtiiation  of  said  resolution,  and  that  it  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  MURPHY,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  joint  resolution  in  relation  to  the  printing 
of  the  documents,  &c.,  of  Congress,  and  to  the 
Library  of  Congress;  which  resolution  was  read 
three  times,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ASHMUN,  from  the  joint  select  committee 
on  thesubjectofpublishingthe  proceedings  and  the 
debates  of  each  House  of  Congress,  reported  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That,  in  order  to  secure  a  more  full,  impartial, 
awd  prompt  publication  of  the  proccediiigs  and  debates  of 
this  Mouse,  the  Clerk  be  authorized  and  directed  to  enter 
into  a  contract,  to  take  effect  from  this  day,  and  to  continue 
until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  House,  with  the  proprietors 
of  the  two  daily  papers  in  this  city,  the  National  Intelligencer 
and  Union,  fur  the  daily  publication  in  each  paper  of  tlie 
proceedings  and  debates  of  the  House,  and  for  the  early 
subse(pient  publication  of  such  speeches  as  members  may 
choose  to  revise  and  write  out  at  full  length,  for  which  the 
Clerk  shall  make  weekly  payment  out  of  the  contingent  fund 
at  the  rale  of  iJ7  50  a  column  of  brevier  type  :  Proi'i</e(/,  That 
the  procei  dings  and  current  debate  shall  be  transferred  to  the 
country  edition  of  .said  papers,  and  one  copy  of  each  of  said 
daily  papers  shall  be  furnished  to  each  member  during  Ihe 
sessions  of  Congress,  without  additional  charge. 

Some  debate  followed,  in  wjiich  Messrs.  ASH- 
MUN, COBB,  and  ROOT  participated. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  the 
previous  question;  which  was  seconded. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  ttible;  which  was  rejected: 
Yeas  83,  nays  85. 

An  amenclment  moved  by  Mr.  COBB,  of  Geor- 
gia, striking  out  that  portion  of  the  resolution 
which  provides  that  it  should  lake  effect  from  this 
day,  and  also  striking  out  the  provision  for  revised 
speeches,  was  then  agreed  to;  and  the  question 
being  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  resolution  as  thus 
amended,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  80, 
nays  85. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Connecticut,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Rules,  reported  a  resolution  to  rescind 
for  the  residue  of  the  session  the  rule  allowing  to 


any  member  moving  an  amendment  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  five  minutes  to  explain  the  amend- 
ment after  the  debate  has  been  closed. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken 
on  the  motion,  and  resulted:  Yeas  72,  nays  99. 

The  House  refusing  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table — 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and,  under 
the  operation  thereof,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to; 
and  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  same  was  made 
and  was  laid  on  the  table. 

RIVER  AND  HARBOR  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana, 
the  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Cabell,  of 
Florida,  in  the  chair,)  and  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  making  appropriations  fbr  the 
preservation  and  repairs  of  the  public  works  upon 
certain  harbors  and  rivers,  and  for  the  survey  of 
certain  harboi'S. 

Mr.  HUNT  made  some  explanations  in  relation 
to  the  bill,  and  proposed  an  amendment,  adding 
sundry  other  items  of  improvement;  after  which,  a 
debate  on  general  politics  commenced,  and  was 
participated  in  by  Messrs.  DICKINSON,  PUT- 
NAM, PILLSBURY,  HUDSON,  KAUFMAN, 
ROCKWELL  of  Connecticut,  MULLIN,  FICK- 
LIN,  and  JOHNSON  of  Tennessee,  who  con- 
cluded his  remarks  at  half  past  eleven  o'clock. 

Mr.  OUTLAW  then  obtained  the  floor. 

And  the  committee  rose,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  August  8,  1848. 
The  following  messages  were  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States; 

To  the  Senate  and 

House  of  Representatives  of  tlie  United  States  : 

It  affords  me  satisfaction  to  communicate  herewith,  for 
the  information  of  Congress,  copies  of  a  decree  adopted  by 
the  National  Assembly  of  France,  in  response  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the  13tli 
April  last,  tendering  the  congratulations  of  the  American  to 
the  French  people  upon  the  success  of  their  recent  efforts  to 
consolidate  the  principles  of  liberty  in  a  republican  form  of 
Government.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  Jlugust  8, 1848. 

FRENCH  REPUBLIC. 
'  Liberty,  Equality,  Fraternity  '. 

National  Assembly. 

Tlie  National  Assembly  has  unanimously  adopted  the  de- 
cree of  the  following  tenor: 

Article  1.  In  the  name  of  the  French  people,  the  Na- 
tional Assembly,  profoundly  touched  by  the  sentiments 
which  dictated  the  resolution  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  13th  April,  offers  to  the  American  people  the 
thanks  of  the  Republic  and  the  expression  of  its  fraternal 
amity. 

Article  2.  The  Commissioner  of  Executive  power  is 
charged  to  transmit  the  present  decree  to  the  French  lega- 
tion at  Washington,  with  the  order  to  present  it  to  the  Amer- 
ican Government. 

Decreed,  after  deliberation  in  public  session  at  Paris,  on 
thea-ith  May,  18-18. 

Signed  by  the  President  and  Secretaries,  Buchez  Pcupin, 
Leon  Uobert,  F.  De  George,  T.  Lacrosse,  Emile  Pean,  Ed- 
mund Lafayette. 

A  true  copy  for  transmission  : 

The  President  and  Secretaries.  Signed,:  Marie,  F.  B6- 
rard,  Emile  P6an,  Edmund  Lafayette,  L.  Robert  des  Ar- 
dennes. 

The  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs:  Jules  Bastide. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEN,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  foregoing  message  and  decree  be  entered  on 
the  Journal. 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States: 

In  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  7lli  in.stant, 
requesting  the  President  to  inform  that  body  "  whether  he 
'  has  any  information  that  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
'  led  Stales  is  or  are  now  preparing,  or  intending  to  prepare, 
'  williin  the  United  States,  an  expedition  to  revolutionize 
'  by  force  any  part  of  the  Kepubhc  of  Mexico,  or  to  assist 
'  in  so  doing;  and,  if  he  has,  what  is  the  extent  of  such  pre- 
'  paration,  and  whether  he  has  or  is  about  to  take  any  steps 
'  to  arrest  the  same,"  I  have  to  state  lliat  the  Executive  is 
not  in  possession  of  any  information  of  the  character  called 
for  by  the  resolnlion. 

The  late  treaty  of  peace  with  Mexico  has  been  and  will  b6 
faithfully  observed  on  our  part.  JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  ^itsiitst  S,  1848. 

MEMORIALS  AND  PETITIONS. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate two  memorials  of  the  Legislature  of  Wi.scon- 
sin,  praying  the  construction  of  a  road  from  Prairie 
du  Chien  to  the  falls  of  St.  Croix;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads. 
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Mr.  MASON  presented  the  memorial  of  Charles 
F.  Sibbald,  asking  that  his  claims  may  be  adjusted 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  presented  a  memorial  from 
merchants  and  other  citizens  of  Charleston,  asking 
that  the  great  southern  mail  may  be  restored  to  its 
direct  route;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, reported  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  David 
Thomas,  of  Philadelphia,  witliout  amendment. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  made  an  adverse  report  on  House  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Amelia 
.Brereton. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  asked  that-the 
committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  petition  of  Villeneuve  le  Blanc,  and 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  pa- 
pers. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, asked  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  following  memo- 
rials: Of  Eliza  A.  Mellon,  of  E.  P.  Hastings,  of 
Candace  Munn;  also,  from  the  documents  relating 
to  the  claim  of  John  Ellis. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  the  joint  resolution  giving  certain  pieces  of  brass 
cannon  to  the  Jackson  Monument  Society,  was 
taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MASON,  the  bill  to  change 
the  times  of  holding  the  district  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  western  district  of  Virginia,  was 
taken  up,  considered,  and  passed. 

The  following  resolution  of  the  Select  Commit- 
tee, in  relation  to  reporting  the  proceedings  of 
Congress,  came  up  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  Tliat,  in  order  to  secure  a  more  full,  impartial, 
and  prompt  publicatiion  of  the  proceedings  and  debates  of 
the  Senate,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be,  and  ho  hereby  is, 
authorized  and  directed  to  enter  into  a  contract,  to  take 
efTect  from  this  day,  with  the  proprietors  of  each  of  the 
daily  papers  in  this  city,  the  National  Intelligencer  and  the 
Union,  and  to  continue  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Sen- 
ate, for  the  daily  publication,  in  each  paper, of  all  the  debates 
and  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  and  for  the  early  subsequent 
publication  of  such  speeches  as  members  may  choose  more 
carefully  to  revise  and  write  out  at  full  length,  for  which  the 
Secretary  is  authorized  to  make  weekly  payment  at  the 
rate  of  seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents  for  a  column  of  brevier 
type:  Provided,  That  the  proceedings  and  current  debates 
be  transferred  to  the  country  edition  of  said  papers,  and  one 
copy  of  the  daily  edition  of  each  paper  shall  be  furnished 
to  each  member  during  the  session  without  additional  charge. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT,  for  the  purpose  of  waiting 
the  action  of  the  House  on  the  subject,  moved  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  for  the  present; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  moved  to  take  up  his  motion 
to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Devlin,  and  the  motion 
to  reconsider  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi, 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  instructed  to  fur- 
nish,at  the  nextsessionof  Congress,  a  general  map  fioni  the 
reconnoissances  and  surveys  of  Topographical  Engineers, 
showing  the  operation  of  the  army  of  the  United  States  in 
Texas  and  tlie  adjacent  Mexican  territory  on  llie  Eio  Grande, 
to  be  accompanied  with  the  astronomical  observations  and 
descriptive  and  military  memojrsof  the  country  traversed  by 
the  troops  of  the  United  State.s. 

Mr.  D.  briefly  explained,  that  the  country  re- 
ferred to  in  the  resolution  had  been  very  little 
explored,  and  that  we  knew  nothing  about  it.  The 
map  and  memoirs  would  be  invaluable  for  future 
operations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BELL, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  com- 
municate to  the  .Senate  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  Affairs  of  St.  Louis,  in  relation  to,  the  dif- 
ficulties which  took  place  Isistfall  at  the  payment  of  the  Sacs 
and  Fox  annuities,  together  with  all  the  accompanying  tes- 
timony and  papers,  and  any  proceedings  which  the  depart- 
ment may  have  taken,  in  retcrence  thereto. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KING,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  granting  to  the  State 
of  Alabama  the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of 
public  lands  for  making  a  railroad  from  Mobile  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river.  And  the  bill  having 
been  read — 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  toamendthebill  by  adding 
a  grant  to  the  State  of  Missouri  of  the  right  of  way 
and  a  donation  of  land  for  making  a  railroad  con- 
necting the  town  of  St.  Joseph,  on  tlie  Missouri 


river,  with  the  town  of  Hannibal,  on  the  Missis- 
sippi river. 

Mr.  KING  hoped  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
would  not  persist  in  the  amendment,  and  protested 
against  having  his  bill  loaded  down  with  extraneous 
matters,  which  would  be  almost  sure  to  defeat  it  in 
the  House.  If  the  bill  was  a  good  one,  let  it  pass; 
if  bad,  reject  it.  It  was  very  important  to  the  South 
that  it  should  pass. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  very  far  from  believing  that 
the  amendment  would  have  a  tendency  to  load 
down  the  bill.  On  the  contrary,  he  regarded  it  a 
safe  and  healthful  prop;  and  he  thought  the  Sen- 
ator from  Alabama  should  be  pleased  with  such  a 
union,  which  was  like  marrying  his  daughter  to  a 
sound  and  vigorous  young  man,  who  would  be  a 
prop  to  the  house. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  an  amendment  providing 
for  the  carrying  of  the  mail,  which  was  accepted 
as  a  modification  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BUTLER  was  sorry  he  could  not  give  his 
support  to  the  bill  or  its  amendments  in  the  pres- 
ent form.  He  would  wish  to  know  the  amount  of 
the  lands  which  would  be  thus  given  away.  He 
referred  to  the  various  clauses  in  the  Constitution 
from  which  the  power  to  give  away  the  public 
lands  was  derived  by  different  persons.  He  thought 
it  doubtful  whether  the  public  lands  would  be  en- 
hanced in  value,  or  the  sales  of  them  facilitated 
by  these  constant  surrenders.  He  would  prefer 
that  the  Constitution  should  be  amended  to  suit 
the  purpose  of  all,  than  that  this  policy  should  go 
on. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  thought  the  policy  of  these 
appropriations  of  the  public  lands  was  beneficial 
in  increasing  the  value  of  the  public  domain.  As 
to  internal  improvement,  he  denied  intoto  the  pow- 
er of  the  General  Government  to  carry  it  on. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  took  a  view  of  the  advan- 
tages which  would  result  to  the  United  States,  as 
well  as  to  the  States  in  which  the  roads  were  pro- 
posed to  be  located,  from  these  donations  of  the 
public  lands,  by  the  facilities  which  would  be 
given  to  the  transportation  of  materials  for  the 
navy-yards,  and  for  the  transportation  of  stores 
and  troops. 

Mr.  BUTLER  objected  to  the  precedent.  The 
Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Breese]  had  recently 
offered  a  resolution  to  give  all  the  public  lands  in 
that  State  for  public  improvements. 

Mr.  BPtEESE  said,  his  resolution  embraced 
only  ten  miles  on  both  sides  the  Illinois  river. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Well,  if  ten  miles  was  asked 
for  now,  why  not  ask  for  twenty,  thirty,  or  sixty 
miles.  The  principle  would  be  the  same. 
Mr.  CALHOUN  made  a  brief  reply. 
Mr.  NILES  said,  if  this  policy  was  to  prevail, 
and  the  lands  were  to  be  given  away  because  they 
were  of  no  use  while  in  the  hands  of  the  General 
Government,  he  desired  to  see  a  national  bill,  a  bill 
on  a  magnificent  scale.  He  would,  therefore,  move 
to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  the  biiU  which  he 
had  reported  a  short  time  since,  granting  lands  to 
Asa  Whitney,  for  making  a  railroad  from  Lake 
Michigan  to  the  Pacific.  I'his  would  test  the  sense 
of  the  Senate  as  to  the  propriety  of  carrying  out  the 
principle. 

Mr.  BORLAND  made  a  few  remarks  in  favor 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  TURNEY  would  not  vote  for  the  bill,  but 
he  would  vote  for  every  amendment  which  should 
be  offered.  He  wished  to  test  the  opinions  of  Sen- 
ators who  professed  to  be  hostile  to  a  general  sys- 
tem of  internal  improvement,  by  seeing  all  these 
separate  bills  embraced  in  one  bill,  which  would 
thus  make  the  bill  general  in  its  eflect,  and  bring- 
ing those  Senators  to  a  vote  on  such  a  bill.  Ac- 
cording to  his  reading  of  the  Constitution,  this  ag- 
gregation of  separate  appropriations  would  consti- 
tute a  general  system  of  internal  improvement.  He 
desired  to  see  what  was  the  true  construction  put 
on  these  measures  by  Democratic  Senators. 

Mr.  BREESE  explained  his  view  of  the  consti- 
tutional power  of  Congress  to  make  internal  im- 
provements, which  he  totally  denied.  But  he  main- 
tained that  the  Government  had  a  right  to  put  the 
public  domain  in  a  condition  to  be  most  beneficial 
to  the  public;  and  this  was  done  by  donations  of 
lands,  and  thus  increasing  the  valueof  the  residue. 
These  donations  to  States  were  in  fact  no  dona- 
tions, because  only  alternate  sections  are  granted, 
and  those  reserved  are  put  at  ^2  50  per  acre,  which 
is  twice  the  price  fixed  as  a  miniin.um. 
Mr.  TURNEY  made  a  reply  in  explanation  and 


support  of  what  he  had  before  said.  As  to  the 
last  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  the  fix- 
ing of  the  price  of  the  alternate  sections  at  twice 
the  minimum  rate,  he  attached  no  great  weight. to 
it,  regarding  this  increase  of  price  as  more  likely 
to  benefit  the  railroad  companies  than  the  Govern- 
ment. The  companies  would  prevent  any  sales 
by  the  Government  by  putting  their  own  sections 
at  a  somewhat  lower  rate. 

Mr.  BREESE  rejoined  very  briefly. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  said  he  did  not  wish  to  throw 
any  difficulty  in  the  way  of  this  measure.  On  the 
contrary,  he  expected  to  vote  for  it.  But  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee  which  had  been  charged  with 
the  Oregon  bill,  he  felt  bound,  if  the  discussion  was 
to  proceed,  to  move  its  postponement. 

Mr.  KING  expressed  a  Irope  that  the  vote  would 
be  taken  on  the  bill,  which  had  already  been  once 
postponed. 

The  several  amendments  were  adopted,  and  the 
bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  Mr.  Niles  having 
withdrawn  his  amendment.  The  question  on  the 
engrossment  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Badger,  Bell,  Benton, 
Berrien,  Borland,  Breese,  Calhoun,  Cameron,  Corwin, 
Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Dodge,  Douglas,  Downs, 
Felch,  Fitzgerald,  Foote,  Greene,  Hannegan,  Houston, 
Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King,  Lewis, 
Mangum,  Sebastian,  Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Underwood, 
Walker,  Webster,  and  Westcott— 34. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bradbury,  Rright,  Butler,  Clarke,  Dick- 
inson, Dix,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Mason,  Metcalfe, 
Niles,  Pearce,  Turney,  Upham,  and  Yulee— 15. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  rose  to  call  the  special  order, 
when — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  the 
Senate  (at  10  minutes  past  12)  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  Executive  business. 

At  three  o'clock,  the  doors  were  reopened. 

On  motion  of  iMr.  BALDWIN,  the  Senate  pro^y 
ceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Gustavus  Dorr. 

This  bill  involved  a  case  of  some  interest.  Mr. 
Dorr  originally  belonged  to  the  army,  and  was 
ordered  to  his  post,  which  order  he  never  obeyed, 
and  was  in  consequence  stricken  from  the  rolls. 
Subsequently,  it  was  discovered  that  the  disobedi- 
ence was  occasioned  by  insanity,  and  that  he  is 
now  in  an  insane  asylum.  The  object  of  the  bill 
was  to  grant  him  a  pension  for  his  maintenance. 

The  bill  was  severally  advocated  by  Messrs. 
BALDWIN,  DAVIS  of  Mississippi,  BRA?DBU- 
RY,  and  others,  and  was  passed  without  a  dissent- 
ing voice. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOWNS,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Red 
River  Railroad  Company. 

The  object  of  this  bill  is  to  remit  certain  duties 
on  railroad  iron. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  regarded  it  as  objectionable,  and 
asked  the  privilege  of  having  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  bill;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as 
foHows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Badser,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Breese, 
Clarke,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dav- 
ton,  Dodge,  Downs,  Fetch,  Foote,  Greene,  Hale,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Johnson  of 
Georgia,  King,  Mason,  JMiller,  Niles,  Pearce,  Spruance,  Tur- 
ney, Underwood,  Upham,  Walker,  and  Westcott — 30. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Bradbury,  Dickinson,  Dix,  and  Ham- 
lin—4. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BRADBURY,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  House  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Samuel  Cony;  and  after  a  brief  debate — in  which 
Messrs.  BRADBURY,  FELCH,  and  others  advo- 
cated the  bill,  and  Mr.  KING  opposed  it,  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  be  throwing  open  too  wide 
the  doors  of  the  Pension  Office  to  grant  a  pension 
on  the  proof  adduced — the  bill  was  then  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAYTON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  in  relation  to  the  terms 
of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United 
States  in  and  for  the  district  of  New  Jersey;  and, 
after  a  brief  explanation  by  Mr.  D.,  the  bill  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON  of  Georgia,  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  consider  th?  act  for  Dividing 
the  State  of  Georgia  into  two  judicial  districts,  and 
organizing  and  establishing  an  additional  district 
court  of  the  United  Stales,  with  circuit-court  pow- 
ers and  jurisdiction. 
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After  a  few  words  from  Messrs.  DAYTON, 
WESTCOTT,  BERRIEN,  KING,  and  JOHN- 
SON of  Georgia,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BADGER,  the  Senate  took 
up  the  bill  from  the  House  for  the  relief  of  F.  M. 
HoUon. 

Mr.  KING  called  for  explanations;  which  Mr. 
BADGER  ijave,  and  the  bill  was  then  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  House  bill  to 
establish  certain  post  routes,  with  sundry  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  N.  urged  the  immediate  consideration  of 
the  amendments,  and  the  prompt  passage  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  KING  thought  the  bill  too  important  for 
any  such  hasty  action,  and  contended  that  the 
amendments  should  be  printed. 

Mr.  NILES  yielded  the  point  reluctantly,  it  be- 
ing agreed  that  the  bill  should  be  taken  up  at  11 
o''clock  to-morrow  morning;  and  then  the  Senate 
took  a  recess  from  a  quarter-past  4  to  half-past  5. 

NIGHT  SESSION. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  House  bill 
authorizing  the  State  of  Alabama  to  apply  certain 
lands  heretofore  granted  to  the  State  for  internal 
improvements  and  use  of  schools  in  the  valueless 
sections  in  said  State;  which,  after  having  been 
engrossed,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  Senate  bill  to  provide  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  5th  article  of  the  treaty  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Mexican  Repub- 
lic, for  the  establishment  of  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween theip;  which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  was  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  granting  a  pension  to  Elizabeth  Mun- 
roe  was  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BREESE,  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  Center  was 
considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and,  after 
some  debate — 

Mr.  ALLEN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  question  of  engrossment,  and  the  vote  stood  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Baldwin,  Bell,  Berrien,  Cameron,  Clarke, 
Corvviii,  Dndge,  Downs,  Hanneirari,  Houston,  Johnson  of 
Maryland,  King,  Mason,  Miller,  Niles,  Peaice,  Sebastian, 
VVesteott,  ar)d'Yulee — 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Bradbury,  Breese, 
Bri^'ht,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Felch,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Phelps, 
Spruance,  Turncy,  Underwood,  and  Uphani — 14. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS,  from  the  Committee  on  Terri- 
tories, reported  the  bill  to  establish  the  Territorial 
Government  of  Minesota,  with  amendments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  UNDERWOOD,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion requiring  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  to  re- 
port annually  upon  the  prices  of  labor  and  the 
productions  of  agriculture  and  manufactures. 

After  considerable  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
ALLEN,  JOHNSON  of  Maryland,  UNDER- 
WOOD, and  others  participated,  the  resolution 
was  laid  on  the  table: 

VEArf — Mis-rs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Brcesc,  Butler,  Davis  of 
Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Downs,  Folcli,  Foote,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Georgia,  Kin?,  Lewis,  Mason,  NUes,  Phelps, 
Schastian,  'J'urney,  and  WestcoU — 20. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Hadger,  Baldwin,  Berrien,  Cameron, 
Clarke,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Greene,  Houston, 
Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Maiigum,  Met- 
calfe, .Miller,  Pearce,  Spruance,  and  Underwood — 17. 

And  then,  at  9  o'clock,  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES.  " 
Wednesday,  .lugusl  9,  1848. 

TheJournal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  McClelland  stated  that  he  desired  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  enable  him  to 
oft'er  a  resolution,  to  which  he  knew  no  objection 
would  be  made  when  he  .stated  it  was  done  at  the 
instance  of  Colonel  Riley,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished officers  of  the  old  army.  No  one  object- 
ing, he  oflered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
read  and  agreed  to: 

lieaolvcd,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to 
Iransniit  to  this  House  a  copy  of  die  proceedings  uf  a  court 
of  iiKjuiry  conveni.-d  at  the  city  n!  Puelila,  in  Mexico,  in  July, 
1817,  al  the  insliince  ol  Colonel  Hennet  Kiley,  of  the  Infantry, 
of  which  Major  General  Pillow  was  President. 


Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  a 
suspension  of  the  rules  to  enable  him  to  ofler  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  private  bills  from  the  Senate  shall  be  the 
special  order  for  Friday  next,  and  those  hills  to  which  there 
shall  be  no  objection  shall  be  first  considered. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  suspending 
the  rules,  and  resulted:  Yeas  85,  nays  75.  Lost, 
two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Mississippi,  moved  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules  to  enable  hiin  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
be  instructed  to  pay  to  Master  James  Moor,  out  of  (he  con- 
tingent fund  of  liie  House,  the  same  compensation  that  has 
been  paid  to  other  pau'es,  he  having  acted  as  page  during  the 
present  session  of  Congress. 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended, two-thirds  votijig  in  favor  thereof. 

The  resolution  was  then  received,  and,  under 
the  operation  of  the  previous  question,  agreed  to, 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  moved  a 
saspension  of  the  rules  to  enable  him  to  offer  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
be  directed  to  pay,  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House, 
to  each  of  the  laborers  employed  in  the  Capitol  grounds  the 
same  extra  compensation  which  is  paid  to  the  laborers  em- 
ployed in  the  Capitol. 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative,  two-thirds  not  voting  in  favor  thereof. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  suspend 
the  rules  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Sergeanl-at-arms,  Doorkeeper,  Post- 
master, and  Chaplain  of  this  House  be  paid  the  usual  extra 
compensation,  out  of  ihc  contingent  fund  of  this  House. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules,  and  resulted,  yeas  93,  nays 
52.     Lost,  two-thirds  not  voting  in  favor  thereof. 

RIVER  AND  HARBOR  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PIUNT,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tlie  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Cabell,  of  Florida,  in  the  chair,) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  preservation  and  repairs  of 
the  public  works  upon  certain  liarbors  and  rivers, 
and  for  the  survey  of  certain  harbors. 

Mr.  OUTLAW  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  and 
yielded  for  a  few  moments  to — 

Mr.  EVAJNS,  of  Maryland,  who  further  ex- 
plained his  views  of  the  Amistad  case,  confirma- 
tory of  the  general  positions  taken  by  Mr.  Rock- 
well, of  Connecticut,  last  evening;  and  a  conver- 
sation occurred  relative  to  the  same  question,  in 
which  Messrs.  EVANS,  ROCKWELL  of  Con- 
necticut, C.  J.  INGERSOLL,  and  PALFREY, 
participated. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Mr. 
PALFREY,  (speaking  by  the  courtesy  of  Mr. 
Outlaw,)  subsequently  briefly  expressed  their 
views:  the  former  in  advocacy  of,  and  the  latter 
in  opposition  to,  the  proprosed  appropriation  for 
the  Amistad  negroes. 

Mr.  ROOT  (speaking  in  like  manner)  recalled 
the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  bill  under 
consideration,  and  briefly  presented  the  importance 
of  the  proposed  appropriations  for  Vermillion  and 
Huron  rivers  and  Sandusky  harbor,  stating  that 
tliese  and  larger  appropriations  at  these  points 
had  been  recommeiidtd  by  the  chief  of  the  proper 
bureau  in  the  War  Department,  and  that  the  same 
officer  had  recommended,  in  every  instance,  at 
least  double,  and  sometimes  treble,  the  amount  of 
appropriations  proposed  by  the  various  items  of 
this  bill. 

Mr.  OUTLAW  gave  notice  of  an  appropriation, 
which  he  sliould  move  at  the  proper  stage  of  the 
bill,  for  the  opening  a  communication  between 
Albemarle  Sound  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and 
presented  its  paramount  importance  and  claim  to 
appropriation,  not  only  for  the  benefit  of  the  entire 
section  of  country  adjacent,  but  as  a  great  national 
work,  important  to  the  commerce  of  the  whole 
country.  He  represented,  that  by  a  change  which 
had  been  going  on  since  Walter  Raleigh  first  landed 
on  the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  and  which  had 
been  produced  by  natural  causes,  the  channel  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Albemarle  had  been  diverted  from 
its  direct  course  to  the  ocean,  and  it  now  took  a 
southerly  direction  into  Pamlico  Sound,  and  dis- 
charged itself  into  the  Ocracock  channel,  so  that 
vessels  bound  out  of  that  sound  to  the  north  were 
oblig<;d  to  go  south  sixty  mile.s  into  the  Ocracock, 
and  then  sixty  miles  back,  making  one  hundred  and 
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twenty  miles,  to  get  back  to  within  sight  of  the 
point  which  they  first  left;  and  this  by  a  voyage 
around  Cape  Hatteras,  which  was  well  known  to 
be  the  most  dangerous  point  along  the  Atlantic 
coast.  The  commerce  of  the  adjacent  country 
which  sought  an  outlet  by  that  sound  amounted 
to  something  like  $5,000,000  annually,  and  paid  in 
consequence  of  this  obstructed  and  dangerous  nav- 
igation for  lighterage  alone  more  than  $100,000  an- 
nually, and  for  increased  insurance  and  additional 
freight  something  like  $375,000  annually.  The 
Legislature  of  North  Carolina  had  instructed  her 
Senators  and  requested  her  Representatives  to  vote 
for  an  appropriation  to  open  this  channel;  the  work 
had  been  surveyed  by  distinguished  engineers, 
both  under  the  authority  of  the  War  Department 
and  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  was  pro- 
nounced perfectly  practicable.  He  urged  various 
other  considerations  recommending  this  as  a  na- 
tional work,  especially  its  value  as  a  safe  harbor 
for  our  navy  in  time  of  war,  and  warmly  urged 
the  justice  of  the  appropriation.  He  yielded  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks  to — 

Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  responded 
to  all  which  had  been  said  respecting  the  great  gen- 
eral importance  of  the  work,  and  said,  if  there  was 
any  work  on  our  whole  coast  from  Maine  to  New 
Orleans  which  was  one  of  high  national  character, 
and  deserved  appropriations  for  the  object  named, 
this  was  such  a  work. 

Mr.  PALFREY,  during  the  few  remaining  mo- 
ments allotted  to  debate,  further  opposed  the  ap- 
propriation asked  for  the  payment  for  the  Amistad 
negroes,  and  denounced  as  felons  those  to  whom 
it  was  proposed  to  be  made. 

Mr.  HUNT  then  availed  himself  of  the  privi- 
lege afforded  by  the  rules  to  address  the  committee 
for  an  hour  in  explanation  of  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration; but  he  first  yielded  the  floor  for  a  mo- 
ment, that — 

Mr.  VENABLE  might  say,  that  in  deference 
to  the  request  of  the  Legislature  of  North  Caro- 
lina, he  should  vote  in  committee  for  the  amend- 
ment of  his  friend  and  colleague  [Mr.  Outlaw] 
for  the  appropriation  for  the  improvementof  Nag's 
Head,  on  the  coast  of  that  State.  He  feared, 
however,  that  the  bill,  as  digested  and  matured  in 
committee,  would  be  such  as  to  make  it  his  duty 
to  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  HUNT  then  proceeded  to  explain  the  char- 
acter of  the  bill,  which  he  said  was  entitled  to  the 
serioiis  attention  of  the  House  and  of  Congress. 
At  this  late  hour  of  the  session  he  should  not  enter 
into  an  argument  to  establish  the  constitutional 
power  of  this  Government  to  make  appropriations 
for  harbors  and  rivers,  for  it  appeared  to  him  to 
be  unnecessary.  The  power  had  been  exercised 
by  this  Government  from  the  first  Congress  under 
the  Constitution,  in  1789,  to  erect  light-houses, 
and  to  do  other  things  for  the  protection  of  com- 
merce. Every  Congress  had  passed  bills  to  make 
and  to  protect  public  works,  as  broadly  as  this 
under  consideration;  and  the  present  House  had 
declared  by  a  solernn  vote  of  more  than  two  to 
one  that  this  Government  has  this  power,  and 
therefore  it  would  be  trifling  with  the  House  to 
argue  in  favor  of  that  which  was  self-evident. 
There  were  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  this 
Union  interested  in  the  prosecution  of  these  works, 
and  their  necessity  was  as  apparent  as  the  duty  of 
the  Government  to  make  such  appropriations. 

He  next  proceeded  to  show  that  the  Executive, 
with  his  message  sent  to  Congress  at  the  first  ses- 
sion of  the  29th  Congress,  sent  in  estimates  and 
reports  from  the  Topographical  department,  ac- 
companied by  a  communication  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  which  not  only  recommended  different 
works  of  improvement,  but  furnished  an  argument 
to  show  the  importance  and  necessity  of  making 
them.  The  President  did  not  deny  the  right  to 
make  them,  but  committed  himself  to  their  appro- 
val. The  appropriations  for  this  purpose  were 
recommended  as  warmly  as  those  for  the  army 
and  navy,  or  any  other  branch  of  the  public  ser- 
vice. And  the  estimates  of  the  officers  of  this  Gov- 
ernment, which  the  President  submitted  to  Con- 
gress with  his  warm  commendation,  exceeded  a 
million  of  dollars,  while  the  appropriations  pro- 
posed to  be  made  by  this  bill  did  not  amount  to 
half  that  sum.  He  rend  the  items  of  the  bill  to 
show  the  character  of  the  works  themselves,  and 
the  claims  which  they  had  on  this  Government. 
But,  in  addition  to  these,  there  would  be  one  or 
two  other  items  submitted  as  amendments,  with 
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the  intention  of  submitting  tliem  singly  to  the 
House  for  its  consideration,  which  to  some  gen- 
tlemen would  be  more  satisfactory  than  to  Tnix 
them  up  with  the  general  appropriations.  Of  this 
character  were  the  Mississippi  river  and  Buffalo 
harbor,  for  each  of  which  a  separate  bill  had  been 
prepared;  but  they  would  be  submitted  to  the 
attention  of  the  committee  as  separate  iterrts  or 
amendments  to  this  bill.  It  must  be  evident  to 
every  one,  that  at  this  late  day,  appropriations  for 
thes-e  two  objects  must  be  made  in  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill,-  or  not  at  all;  and  he  should  move 
to  put  them  in,  and  in  this  respect  make  the  bill 
resemble  that  of  the  last  Congress.  He  should  do 
this  not  only  because  he  considered  it  judicious, 
but  because  it  would  afford  some  hope  of  success 
if  they  were  all  put  together^  It  would  show  the 
House  the  whole  amount  to  be  appropriated,  and 
present  at  one  view  the  obligations  which  they 
were  taking  upou  themselves.  He  knew  it  v/as 
objected  that  such  a  course  gave  an  opportunity 
for  combinations;  but,  in  justice  and  fairness  to 
ihe  members  of  the  House,  he  would  submit  to 
the  intelligence  of  the  country  if  it  was  proper  to 
make  isolated  appropriations  for  some  sections, 
and  omit  others  that  were  equally  meritorious. 

Mr.  SAWYER  .wished  to  be  informed  of  the 
true  position  of  this  bill,  that  it  might  be  known 
to  the  country.  He  wished  to  know  if  the  amount 
which  it  was  proposed  to  appropriate  for  the  pur- 
poses specified  in  this  bill  had  been  embraced  in 
the  estimates  from  the  Executive  Departments.  In 
the  estimates  for  the  present  fiscal  year  he  was  not 
aware  that  there  was  a  single  dollar  asked  for  these 
purposes. 

Mr.  HUNT  said  the  gentleman  was  correct. 
He  had  not  said  that  at  the  present  Congress  there 
were  any  estimates  for  these  works,  but  they  were 
sent  in  by  the  present  Executive  at  the  opening  of 
the  last  Congress. 

Mr.  SAWYER  desired  to  learn  from  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  where  he  v/as  going  to  find 
the  money  to  do  the  works  specified  in  this  bill, 
and  those  to  be  provided  for  by  amendments  to  be 
offered,  which  he  had  no  doubt  would  increase  the 
amount  to  be  appropriated  by  this  bill  from  the 
sum  of  ^400,000  to  twice  that  amount?  He  asked 
if  the  House  would  make  these  appropriations, 
which  had  not  been  recommended  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  without  knowing  that  there  was 
money  enough  to  pay  for  them?  The  gentleman 
should  remember  that  we  were  largely  involved  in 
debt,  and  it  was  therefore  bad  policy  to  make  such 
appropriations  under  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  HUNT  replied  that  he  intended  to  come  to 
that,  but  first  he  would  say  a  few  words  on  the 
subject  of  these  improvements,  and  the  course  of 
the  President  in  relation  to  them.  After  leading 
them  to  suppose  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  policy 
on  which  this  bill  was  based,  the  President  refused 
to  give  his  sanction  to  it;  and  he  therefore  refused 
to  concur  in  the  action  of  every  administration 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Government,  not 
e»en  excepting  that  of  General  Jackson  and  Mr. 
Van  Buren,  under  the  former  of  whom  many  of 
these  works  had  been  commenced. 

He  went  on  to  show  what  had  been  done  by 
Congress  when  the  President  vetoed  the  first  river 
and  harbor  bill.  A  new  bill  was  prepared  by  the 
gentleman  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  McClelland,] 
who  was  then  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  in  which  many  of  the  items  were  re- 
duced, and  those  retained  were  for  certain  special 
objects,  in  the  hope  that  the  President  would  not 
persist  in  withholding  his  approbation  from  works 
which  had  received  the  approval  of  Jackson  and 
Van  Buren.  The  President,  however,  took  ground 
against  all  such  appropriations;  and  if  they  would 
examine  his  veto  message,  they  would  find  that 
he  maintained  that  the  power  to  make  such  appro- 
priations for  harbors  and  rivers  would  embrace 
the  power  to  make  roads  and  canals. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Sawyer] 
had  raised  an  objection  which  they  had  often 
heard  before,  namely,  that  there  were  not  sufficient 
means  in  the  treasury  to  meet  these  expenditures, 
and  the  gentleman  asked  where  the  money  was  to 
come  from?  It  had  been  said  that  the  country  was 
in  debt,  and  that  if  these  appropriations  were  made 
the  Government  must  borrow  money;  which  he 
(Mr.  H.)  denied  altogether.  In  the  first  place,  he 
maintained  that  our  commerce  was  increased  as  a 
consequence  of  the  improvements  which  had  been 
heretofore  made,  and  the  passage  of  this  bill  would 


result  in  the  further  increase  of  our  commerce, 
and  consequently  in  an  increase  of  our  means  to 
meet  these  engagements.  It  was  true,  we  had  in- 
curred a  large  debt  by  our  late  war  with  Mexico; 
but  he  would  ask  if  that  debt  was  to  operate  on 
one  part  of  our  policy  only?  Was  our  commerce 
alone  to  be  allowed  to  suffer  because  we  had  con- 
tracted a  debt  by  our  war  with  Mexico?  It  was 
not  good  policy  to  impose  the  burdens  occasioned 
by  this  war  on  one  branch  alone.  He  maintained 
that  the  debt  created  by  the  war  should  be  paid 
from  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  country,  and  that 
the  necessary  appropriations  should  not  be  with- 
held from  our  rivers  and  harbors.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  make  a  discrimination  in  our  expenditures; 
if  it  was  necessary  to  practise  a  system  of  econ- 
omy— and  he  was  in  favor  of  a  just  economy  to  re- 
duce the  debt  more  speedily — he  should  be  willing 
and  should  prefer  to  see  a  discrimination  made  In 
favor  of  these  works,  and  a  reduction  of  expendi- 
tures in  other  branches.  It  would  be  both  more 
beneficial  and  satisfactory  to  the  country  to  reduce 
the  army  one  Or  two  thousand,  and  thereby  save 
a  large  amount  of  money.  He  alluded  to  harbors 
in  his  own  neighborhood,  near  which  many  severe 
losses  were  annually  sustained  by  wrecks;  they 
had  also  a  fort  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  in  which 
was  kept  a  military  force  at  an  annual  expense 
of  from  pO.OOO  to  $30,000.  Now,  could  any  one 
doubt  that  it  would  be  more  beneficial  in  time  of 
peace  to  expend  that  money  for  the  advantage  of 
our  commerce  by  the  improvement  of  harbors  and 
rivers,  than  in  keeping  men  to  defend  a  fort  which 
had  no  enemy  to  threaten  it? 

He  then  proceeded  to  answer  some  objections 
which  had  been  before  urged  against  the  harbor 
and  river  bill,  and  in  favor  of  givmg  permission  to 
the  States  to  levy  tonnage  duties.  He  opposed 
the  levying  of  tonnage  duties,  because  it  would 
lead  to  conflicts  between  States,  which  this  Union 
was  designed  to  avoid.  But,  besides,  it  would  not 
operate  justly,  for  the  duties  would  be  paid  only 
at  the  port  of  destination  on  vessels  arriving  there. 
The  advantage  of  such  a  system  would  be  greatly 
to  the  advantage  of  the  Stale  from  which  he  came; 
but  New  York  was  not  disposed  to  take  any  ad- 
vantage of  her  position.  There  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  levying  of  tonnage  duties  at  the  port  of 
New  York,  from  her  commercial  position,  would 
directly  or  indirectly  affect  the  whole  Union;  and 
from  that  source  New  York  could  doubtless  raise 
not  only  a  sufficient  sum  to  improve  her  own  har- 
bors and  rivers,  but  to  defray  all  the  expenses  of 
their  government.  But  New  York  would  make 
that  sacrifice  on  the  altar  of  nationality.  He  ar- 
gued warmly  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  General 
Government  to  make  these  improvements,  and 
that  the  exercise  of  that  power  was  necessary  to 
the  harmony  and  prosperity  of  the  whole  country. 

In  the  course  of  his  remarks,  some  conversation 
ensued  between  Messrs.  HUNT,  EMBREE,  and 

McClelland. 

Mr.  HUNT  then  proceeded  with  and  concluded 
his  general  argument,  in  which  he  enforced  on  the 
committee  the  right,  the  duty,  and  the  necessity  to 
act  favorably  on  this  bill. 

AMENDMENTS  AGREED  TO. 

Amendments  were  then  moved  and  agreed  to  as 
follows: 

By  Mr.  OUTLAW:  "  For  opening  a  communi- 
cation between  Albemarle  Sound  and  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  and  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  or 
near  Old  Roanoke  Inlet,  on  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina,  $50,000." 

By  Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York:  "  For  the  pres- 
ervation, improvement,  and  repair  of  the  harbor  at 
Buffalo,  New  York,  $25,000." 

By  Mr.  McCLELLAND:  "For  the  improve- 
ment of  the  St.  Clair  flats,  in  the  State  of  Michigan, 
$50,000;  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  the 
mouth  of  Grand  river,  on  Lake  Michigan,  $10,000; 
for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of 
Kalamazoo  river,  $5,000." 

[Mr.  McC.'s  proposition  was,  that  $10,000  be 
appropriated  for  the  improvement  of  the  mouth  of 
the  Kalamazoo  river;  but  the  sum  was  reduced,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Hunt,  to  $5,000.] 

By  Mr.  CROZIER:  "  For  the  improvement  of 
the  canal  around  the  Muscle  Shoals,  and  improv- 
ing the  navigation  of  the  Tennessee  river  above 
the  Shoals,  $50,000." 

By  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut:  "  For 
the  continuation  of  the  works  on  the  river  Thames, 


in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  in  accordance  with  the 
plans  and  surveys  of  the  depariment,  $10,000." 

By  Mr.  KING,  of  Massachusetts:  "  For  the 
completion  of  the  breakwater  at  Sandy  bay,  Mas- 
sachusetts, $30,000." 

By  Mr.  HUNT:  In  lieu  of  "for  survey,  &c., 
of  Newark,"  &c.,  insert,  "For  the  improvement 
of  the  harbor  at  Newark,  New  Jersey,  $10,000." 
By  Mr.  HUNT: .In  lieu  of  "for  survey,  &c., at 
Providence  and  Block  Island,"  &c.,  insert,  "For 
the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Providence  and 
Block  Island,  Rhode  Island,  $5,000." 

By  Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  New  Jersey:  "For 
the  removal  of  obstructions  and  clearing  out  of 
Great  Egg  Harbor  river,  in  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, from  Hamilton  bridge  to  its  mouth,  $10,000." 
By  Mr.  HUBBARD  :  For  a  continuation  of  the 
improvement  of  the  mouth  of  Connecticut  river,  to 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  Engineer 
department,  $20,000." 

By  Mr.  HUNT:  In  lieu  of  "  for  survey,  &c.,  of 
Havre  de  Grace,"  &c.,  insert,  "For  the  improve- 
ment of  the  harbor  of  Havre  de  Grace,  Maryland, 
$15,000." 

Also,  in  lieu  of  "  for  survey,  &c..  Mobile,  Ala- 
bama," insert  "For  the  improvement  of  the  har- 
bor at  Mobile,  $15,000." 

Also,  the  following  items: 
For  improving  the  harbor  of  Cattaraugus  creelt,  on  Lake 

Erie , $5,000 

For  injprovjng  the  liarbor  at  Aslitabula,  on  LalieErie  5,000 
For  improving  the  liarbor  at  Huron,  on  Lake  Erie. ...  5,000 
For  improving  the  harhor  at  Vermilhon,  on  Lake 

Erie 5,000 

For  improving  the  harbor  at  Conneaut,  on  Lake  Erie,    5,U0O 

For  improving  Uie  hailior  at  Dubuque,  Iowa 2,500 

For  improving  the  harbor  at  Racine,  on  Lake  Michi- 
gan   , 4,000 

For  improving  the  harbor  at  Southport,  on  Lake 

Michigan 4,000 

For  removing  obstructions  and  improving  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi  river 75,000 

For  the  completion  and  repair  of  the  dam  construct- 
ed by  the  Government  at  Cumberland  Island,  in 
the  Ohio  river. 50,000 

By  Mr.  HAMPTON,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  fol- 
lowing, as  an  additional  section: 

Be  it  further  enacted.  That  a  sum  of  money  be,  and  the 

same  is  liereby,  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in 

the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  sufficient  for  the 

following  purposes : 

For  the  improvement  of  Little  Sodus   Bay,  on  Lake  On- 
tario     $5,000 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of 
Eighteen-mile  Creek,  at  Olcott,  on  Lake  Ontario     5,000 

For  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  James 
river,  in  the  State  of  Virginia 20,000 

For  a  survey  and  examination  of  the  Alleghany  river, 
the  Sabine  river,  and  the  harbors  at  the  mouth  of 
Black  river  and  New  Buffalo,  on  Lake  Michigan, 
and  Little  Egg  Harbor,  and  for  the  improvement 
of  the  navigation  of  the  Passaic  river,  in  the  State  • 
of  New  Jersey 10,O0Q 

For  a  survey  and  examination  of  the  Perriwig  Shoals, 
in  the  river  Delaware 500 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Little  Fort,  on 
Lake  Michigan 5,000 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Newcastle,  in 
the  State  of  Delaware 5,000 

For  the  improvement  of  Great  Wood  Hole  Harbor, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts. 4,000 

For  the  construction  of  an  ice  harbor  at  Delaware 
city,  in  the  State  of  Delaware 5,000 

For  erecting  a  breakwater  at  Nantucket 20,000 

For  the  improvement  of  Ocracock  Inlet,  North  Car- 
olina     10,000 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at  Sheboygan,  on 
Lake  Michigan 4,0CO 

For  repairs  of  the  piers  in  the  river  Delaware,  at 
Marcus  Hook 1,500 

For  the  repairs  of  the  pieV  at  Chester,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania 500 

For  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Big  Sandy 
Creek,  on  Lake  Ontario 5,000 

REJECTED   AMENDMENTS. 

The  following  amendments  were  moved  and  re- 
jected: 

By  Mr.  MEADE:  Striking  out  the  words  "out 
of  any  unappropriated  money  in  the  Treasury," 
and  to  insert  the  following:  "By  a  direct  tax  levied 
on  the  real  estate  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States." 

This  amendment  was  ruled  out  of  order,  and 
Mr.  Meade  appealed;  but  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
was  sustained. 

Strike  out  the  item  "  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Oak  Orchard  harI)or,  on  Lake  Ontario,  $3,000." 

By  Mr.  BOWLIN:  "For  the  continuation  of 
the  works  upon  the  harbor  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
$50,000." 

By  Mr.  VAN  DYKE:  "To  remove  obstruc- 
tiori.s  from  the  river  Raritan,  $10,000." 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississsippi:  "For 
constructing  and  working  the  steain  dredge-boai 
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at  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  river,  in  Mississippi, 
$5,000." 

By  Mr.  KAUFMAN:  "For  survey  and  im- 
provement of  Sabine  river,  tlie  alternate  sections  of 
public  domain  lying:  on  the  east  bank  of  said  river." 

By  Mr.  McKAY:  "  For  continuing  the  im- 
provement of  the  Cape  Fear  river,  below  Wil- 
minffton,  $^0,000." 

By  Mr.  HARALSON:  "  For  the  improvement 
of  the  Chattahoochee  river,  both  below  and  above 
the  falls,  $50,000." 

By  Mr.  CLARKE:  "  For  the  improvement  of 
the  Bis:  Barren  river,  in  Kentucky,  $50,000." 

By  Mr.  FEATHERSTON:  "  For  the  improve- 
ment of  tiie  Tombigbee  river,  from  Camarj^o  to 
Pickensville,  $70,000;  for  the  improvement  of  Gal- 
abiisha  river,  $20,000;  for  the  improvement  of  Big 
Black  river,  $20,000." 

By  Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama:  "For  the  im- 
provement of  the  Flint  and  Paint  Rock  rivers, 
$15,000." 

By  Mr.  S.  LAWRENCE:  "  For  the  improve- 
ment of  the  harbor  of  Whitehall,  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  xNew  York,  $10,000." 

By  Mr.  McCLERNAND:  "For  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Wabash  river,  alternate  sections  of 
the  public  land  for  five  miles  on  each  side  of  said 
river." 

By  Mr.  COBB,  of  Alabama:  "  For  the  improve- 
ment of  Coosa  river,  $50,000." 

By  Mr.  BROWN,  of  Virginia:  "For  the  im- 
provement of  Dog  river,  above  the  falls,  $50,000." 
Ruled  out  of  order. 

By  Mr.  SILVESTER:  "For  continuing  the 
public  works  and  removing  the  obstructions  in  the 
Hudson  river,  near  the  city  of  Albany,  $50,000." 

By  Mr.  FRIES:  Add  to  the  item  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  Ohio  river,  "to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in 
removing  the  dams  and  wing  walls  put  into  said 
river  at  the  expen'se  of  the  General  Government." 

By  Mr.  KENNON:  Add  to  the  item  for  the 
Improvement  of  the  Ohio  river,  "provided  that  no 
portion  of  said  last  mentioned  sum  shall  be  em- 
ployed for  the  purpose  of  changing  the  current  to 
or  from  either  channel  of  said  river  round  Wheel- 
ing island." 

By  Mr.  RICHEY:  "  For  improving  and  deep- 
ening the  channel  of  the  Ohio  river  opposite  Mari^ 
etta,  Ohio,  $10,000." 

By  Mr.  EMBREE:  "For  the  improvement 
of  the  Ohio  river  below  the  falls  at  Louisville, 
$40,000." 

By  Mr.  TAYLOR:  "For  improving  the  Ohio 
river  at  the  mouth  of  the  Scioto  river.  State  of 
Olrio,  $10,000," 

By  Mr.  CHASE:  "For  the  improvement  of 
Salt  river,  above  the  falls,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Whig  party,  $10,000." 

By  Mr.  DICKINSON:  "For  the  continuance 
of  the  improvement  of  the  head  of  the  Sandusky 
bay,  $5,000." 

By  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Arkan.saa:  "For  a  sur- 
vey of  the  Washita  and  Little  Missouri  rivers,  in 
Arkansas,  $10,000." 

"  For  the  improvement  of  White  and  Black 
river.s,  in  accordance  with  a  survey  already  made 
by  the  order  of  Congress,  $10,000." 

By  Mr.  FARRELLY:  "  For  the  improvement 
of  the  Alleghany  river,  $25,000." 

By  Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Iowa:  "  For  the  im- 
provement of  the  Des  Moines  and  Rock  River 
rapids,  in  the  Mississippi  river,  $50,000." 

By  Mr.  CLARKE:  "For  the  improvement  of 
Green  and  Barren  rivers,  in  Kentucky,  $50,000." 

By  Mr.  HUBBARD:  "  For  continuing  the  im- 
provement at  the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut  river, 
$20,000." 

By  Mr.  GREEN,  of  Missouri:  Addat  end  of  item 
for  improvement  of  Ohio  river  below  the  Falls,  and 
Missouri  and  Arkansas  rivers,  &c.,  the  following: 
"  Commencing  at  the  points  in  said  rivers  where 
the  improvements  are  most  needed  by  the  public 
interest,  and  proceeding  until  the  appropriation  is 
exhausted." 

By  Mr.  HOLMES,  of  New  York:  "  For  repair- 
ing the  piers  at  the  mouth  of  the  Genesee  river, 
$10,000." 

By  Mr.  McCLERNAND,  aa  a  new  section: 
"  That  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois is  hereby  authorized  to  levy  and  collect  a  ton- 
nage duly  upon  vessels  upon  the  Illinois  river,  to 
be  approved  by  Congress,  for  the  improvement  of 
ilie  navigation  of  that  river." 


By  Mr.  BO WLIN,  as  a  new  section :  "  That  the 
State  of  Missouri  is  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  levy  and  collect  a  tonnage  duty,  not 
exceeding  ten  cents  on  the  ton  per  annum  on  all 
boats  navigating  the  waters  of  theState  and  trading 
to  St.  Louis,  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
harbor  of  St.  Louis;  and  the  said  Legislature  is 
authorized  to  continue  the  works  on  said  harbor  of 
St.  Louis  with  the  amount  thus  raised  by  tonnage 
duty,  and  by  any  and  all  other  funds  that  the  Le- 
gislature or  the  city  of  St.  Louis  may  appropriate 
for  the  continuance  of  such  work  at  St.  Louis." 
Ruled  out. 

By  Mr.  MANN,  of  Pennsylvania,  as  new  sec- 
tions: 

Jltid  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  hereby  authorized  to  borrow,  on  the  credit  of 
the  United  States, such  aniouutof  money  as  shall  he  required 
to  caiTy  into  effi  ct  the  foix'gnin?  act,  and  to  issue  therefor 
stock  of  the  United  States  for  the  sum  thus  borrowed,  in 
the  same  form  as  provided  in  former  acts  of  Congress  on  the 
subject  of  loans,  redeemable  at  a  period  not  longer  than 
twenty  years. 

^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  stock  issued  under  the 
provisions  of  lliis  act  shall  not  bear  a  higher  rate  of  interest 
than  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  semi-annually,  and 
no  part  thereof  shall  be  disposed  oi^at  less  than  par. 

By  Mr.  KAUFMAN:  "  For  the  improvement 
of  the  Trinity  river,  in  Texas,  $20,000." 

No  more  amendments  being  offered,  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  reported  the  bill  as  amended. 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  the  previous  question,  which 
was  seconded;  and,  under  the  operation  thereof, 
the  amendments  which  had  been  sanctioned  by  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  were  all  agreed  to,  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  ordering  the  engrossment  of  the  bill,  and 
moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table;  which  lat- 
ter motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POLLOCK  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  for 
the  purpose  of  reading  the  bill  a  third  time.  The 
yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the  motion,  and  re- 
sulted, yeas  112,  nays  59.  Two-thirds  not  voting 
in  the  affirmative,  the  motion  was  not  carried. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  busi- 
ness on  the  Speaker's  table.  Lost,  two-thirds  not 
voting  in  favor  thereof. 

Mr.  VINTON  rose  to  propose  that  the  House 
take  a  recess  from  four  to  half-past  six  o'clock  to- 
day. [Cries  of  "  No,  no;  three  to  five."]  He 
gave  notice  that  when  the  House  came  together  he 
should  move  to  take  up  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation 
bill,  and  lie  would  state  that  he  was  informed  by 
the  Speaker  that  without  this  bill  pass  it  was  impos- 
sible to  pay  the  members  of  the  House.  [Laugh- 
ter, and  cries  of  "  We'll  pass  it."] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  confirm  the 
stateiTient  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.  There  is  not  enough  money 
in  the  treasury  of  the  Flouse  to  settle  the  accounts 
of  the  members  until  this  bill  is  passed. 

After  a  word  of  conversation  between  Mr. 
JONES,  of  Tennessee,  and  the  SPEAKER— 

Mr.  VINTON  modified  his  motion  to  provide 
for  a  recess  from  half-past  three  to  half-past  five 
o'clock;  which  was  agreed  to. 

LIGHT-HOUSES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GRINNELL— by  ayes  76, 
noes  53 —  the  House  resolved  itself  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  (Mr. 
Smith,  of  Indiana,  in  the  chair,)  and,  after  some 
points  of  order  by  Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  bill  making 
appropriations  for  certain  light-houses,  light-boats, 
buoys,  &c. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce; and  the  first  having  been  read — 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  rose  and  was 
recognized  by  the  Chair,  and  announced  his  inten- 
tion of  submitting  some  remarks  which  he  had 
for  some  time  been  seeking  an  opportunity  to  de- 
liver  

Mr.  GRINNELL  claimed  that  he  had  not 
yielded  the  floor,  and,  remarking  that  it  was  evi- 
dent if  the  committee  went  into  a  general  debate 
upon  this  bill  ihcy  would  not  be  able  to  pass  it  at 
this  late  stage  of  the  session,  he  moved  that  the 
I'.dinniittee  rise  for  the  purpose  of  offering  a  reso- 
lution to  terminate  the  debate. 

Tlie  CHAIR,  however,  decided  that  Mr.  Hons- 
TON  had  the  floor,  unless  Mr.  Grinnell  claimed 


it  for  the  purpo.se  of  debate.     And  after  some  fur- 
ther points  of  order  and  conversation — 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  addressed  the 
committee  until  the  hour  appointctl  for  the  recess. 
He  first  expressed  his  views  on  the  subject  of  the 
compromise  bill  recently  disposed  of  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  next  proceeded  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  light-house  bill,  and  incidentally  the 
question  of  internal  improvements,  showing  that 
it  was  objected  that,  with  works  that  were  legiti- 
mate and  proper,  others  were  mixed  up  that  had 
no  legitimate  claims  upon  the  Government.  He 
examined  the  positions  assumed  by  the  President 
in  his  veto  message  at  some  length,  in  which  he 
was  engaged  at  half-past  three  o'clock,  when  the 
House,  in  accordance  with  its  resolution,  took  a 
recess  until  half-past  five  o'clock. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  House  met  at  half  past  five,  and  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  resumed  its  session  and  the 
consideration  of  the  light-house  bill. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Delaware,  continued  and 
concluded  his  remarks,  scrutinizing  the  course  of 
the  Executive  in  the  origin  and  conduct  of  the  war, 
and  touching  upon  various  other  topics,  and  was 
arrested  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  by  the  expi- 
ration of  his  hour. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  next  obtained  the  floor,  and 
moved  that  the  committee  rise,  with  a  view  of 
offering  a  resolution  to  terminate  the  debate. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
GRINNELL,  a  resolution  was  adopted  to  terminate 
debate  on  the  bill  in  five  minutes  after  its  consid- 
eration was  resumed  in  committee. 

Mr.  VINTON  reported  back  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  the  civil  and  diplomatic 
appropriation  bill,  with  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate;  which,  on  his  motion,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  again 
resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union;  and,  after  some  objections 
raised  by  Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  who  pro- 
posed immediately  to  take  up  the  amendments  to 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of 

THE  LIGHT-HOUSE  BILL. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  occupied  the  few  minutes  which 
remained  for  debate  on  the  bill,  but  such  was  the 
confusion  that  the  course  of  his  remarks  could 
not  be  ascertained.  Toward  the  latter  part  of 
them  he  referred  to  some  Whig  document  which 
he  held  in  his  hand,  in  which  he  pointed  out  two 
different  passages  relating  to  General  Cass,  one  of 
which  was,  as  he  alleged,  intended  for  the  North, 
and  the  other  for  the  South. 

The  period  allotted  for  debate  having  expired, 
the  committee  proceeded  to  vote  on  the  bill  and 
amendments. 

Mr.  GRINNELL,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  having  made  a  few  explanatory 
remarks  on  the  amendments  from  the  Senate,  the 
question  was  put  on  concurring  in  these  amend- 
ments, and  they  were  all  concurred  in. 

Mr.  GRINNELL  then,  by  order  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  proposed  a  list  of  additional 
appropriations,  all  of  which  were  concurred  in,  and 
the  bill  was  laid  aside  to  be  reported  to  the  House. 
CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  committee  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  VINTON  stated  that  the  bill  had  come  back 
from  the  Senate  loaded  down  with  a  vast  number 
and  variety  of  amendments,  the  due  consideration 
of  which  would  require  two  or  three  days.  They 
did  not  amount  to' a  hundred,  but  they  came  as 
near  it  as  possible,  for  they  were  ninety-nine  in 
number;  and  the  total  amount  of  appropriations 
which  they  added  to  the  bill  was  between  eight 
and  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  effect  of  them,  if  adopted,  would 
be  to  diminish  the  amount  as  sent  to  them  from 
the  House  about  seventy  or  eighty  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

Mr.  V.  said  he  had  not  now  risen  for  the  purpose 
of  making  a  speech,  but  simply  to  give  explana- 
tions re3[)ecting  some  of  the  various  amendments 
the  Senate  had  proposed  to  ingraft  upon  the  bill. 
To  do  this  in  regard  to  all  of  them  would  not  only 
occupy  all  the  remainder  of  the  session,  but  would 
extend  far  beyond  it.     The  Committee  of  Ways 
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and  Means  had  labored  industriously  night  and  day 
-since  the  bill  came  back,  and  had  kept  it  in  their 
hands  to  the  last  moment  that  they  could  consist- 
ently with  allowing  any  time  for  its  consideration 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  They  h^jd  not,  how- 
ever, been  able  to  go  into  the  great  mass  of  the 
Senate's  amendments  submitted  to  them,  (most  of 
which  consisted  of  private  claims,)  and  it  was  not 
therefore  in  his  power  to  give  to  the  committee 
that  minute  information  in  regard  to  them  which, 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  he  should  have  felt 
it  his  duty  to  do.  The  committee  had  done  the 
best  they  could.  They  had  disagreed  to  a  large 
majority  of  the  amendments,  though,  in  regard  to 
many  of  them,  they  had  agreed  to  recommend  a 
concurrence.  Among  these  latter  were  two  or  three 
of  great  importance. 

The  first  of  these  was  an  appropriation  of 
p41,000  to  satisfy  claims  advanced  by  the  Creek 
Indians  under  a  treaty  made  with  a  portion  of  their 
tribe  at  Indian  Springs  in  1821.  A  majority  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  been  in 
favor  of  allowing  this  appropriation,  and  they  had 
accordingly  recommended  that  the  House  do  con- 
cur in  the  amendment;  but  they  had  recommended 
some  modifications  of  it.  It  was  the  last  amend- 
ment reported,  and,  as  it  would  consequently  be 
late  before  it  would  come  up  for  action  in  this  com- 
mittee, he  thought  it  best  to  explain  it  now. 

Mr.  V.  then  explained  that  by  the  treaty  the 
United  States  had  agreed  to  pay  the  Indians 
$200,000  for  a  tract  of  about  four  millions  of  acres 
ceded  by  them,  and  also  to  pay  to  citizens  of  Geor- 
gia their  claims  against  the  Indians,  provided  the 
same  did  not  exceed  |250,000.  To  ascertain  the 
amount  of  these  Georgia  claims,  a  commission  had 
been  appointed,  who  allowed  claims  to  the  amount 
of  $108,000,  leaving  a  surplus  of  $141,000.  This 
surplus  the  Creeks  now  claimed  as  rightfully  due 
to  them;  and  that  was  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of 
the  committee;  it  was  not  his  own  opinion. 

He  compared  our  situation  in  this  Creek  treaty 
with  that  we  had  made  in  the  late  treaty  with  Mex- 
ico. We  had  agreed  to  pay  her  fifteen  millions  as 
a  fixed  sum  for  the  cession  of  New  Mexico  and 
California,  find  also  to  assume  and  pay  the  claims 
of  our  own  citizens  against  her.  So  here  the  United 
States  agreed  to  pay  the  Creeks  this  fixed  sum  of 
f  200,000  for  the  cession  of  their  lands,  and  to  as- 
sume and  pay  the  claims  of  the  people  of  Georgia 
against  them.  We  had  limited,  however,  what 
we  would  pay,  setting  the  limitation  at  $250,000; 
if  the  claims  fell  short  of  that  amount,  the  balance 
of  course  reverted  to  the  United  States,  and  the 
Creeks  had  no  manner  of  right  to  it.  This  was 
his  view. 

But  the  other  opinion  was,  (and  sUcK  seemed  to 
be  the  understanding  of  the  Creeks  themselves,)  that 
the  United  States  were  to  pay  them  $200,000  cer- 
tain, and  any  balance  of  $250,000  more  which 
should  not  be  absorbed  by  the  Georgia  claims; 
hence  they  no  w  demanded  this  balance  of  $141,000. 

[The  above  is  the  substance  of  Mr.  V.'s  ex- 
planation as  the  reporter  understood  it.  There 
were  a  variety  of  subordinate  statements  and  ex- 
planations given,  but  the  abovecontains  the  gist  of 
the  matter.] 

Mr.  V.  then  further  apologized  for  not  being 
able  to  go  into  full  explanations  of  the  various 
other  items  of  the  Senate's  amendments,  nor  into 
this  one  as  fully  as  under  other  circumstances  it 
would  be  proper  to  do.  The  committee  had  agreed 
to  many  of  them  under  high  pressure  for  want  of 
time. 

Mr.  NICOLL,  of  N^w  York,  next  took  the 
floor,  stating  that  when  he  first  looked  into  this 
Indian  claim  he  had  felt  inclined  to  oppose  it,  but 
on  fuller  investigation  had  become  satisfied  that 
the  engagement  of  the  United  States  was,  in  eflfect, 
to  give  the  Indians  $450,000  for  their  lands,  de- 
ducting from  that  gross  sum  so  much  as  should 
be  duly  substantiated  as  just  claims  of  citizens  of 
Georgia  against  the  Indians  foi*  past  spoliations. 

Mr.  N.  said,  although  many  of  the  items  which 
had  been  put  in  by  the  Senate  would  have  been 
out  of  order  under  the  rules  of  the  House,  still 
proper  respect  to  that  body  required  their  candid 
consideration.  He  had  endeavored  to  give  such 
a  consideration  to  them  as  far  as  the  very  limited 
time  allowed  to  the  committee.  He  presented  in 
a  very  lucid  manner  his  view  of  the  proper  con- 
struction of  the  treaty,  and  maintained  the  equity 
of  the  claim  of  the  Indians.  The  reporter  does  not 
attempt  to  follow  his  argument  upon  the  numerous 


knotty  points  of  legal  and  equitable  construction 
involved. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  inquired— for  he  favored  the 
claim  of  the  Indians — what  security  there  was 
that  the  money  now  paid  would  inure  to  the  ben- 
efit of  the  Indians,  and  not  be  squandered  ? 

Mr.  NICOLL  replied  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  considered  that  point,  and 
reported  a  proviso  that  none  of  the  money  should 
be  paid  over  except  to  persons  to  whom  it  was 
proved  to  be  due,  and  only  on  the  further  con- 
dition that  itis  to  be  received  as  final  indemnity. 

Mr;  TOOMBS  gave  a,  detailed  history  of  the 
Indian  relations  of  the  State  of  Georgia  from  1793 
to  the  date  of  the  treaty  in  question,  and  of  subse- 
quent treaties,,  and  was  conducted  by  his  state- 
ment of  facts  and  argument  to  the  same  general 
conclusion  adopted  by  Mr.  Nicoll. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  recapitulated 
the  facts  of  the  case,  and  expressed- his  unwilling- 
ness to  give  this  money,  if  they  had  even  an  equi- 
table claim  to  it,  or  if  it  waS  to  be  a  bounty  from 
this  Government  to  the  Indian  chiefs.  He  wished 
it  to  be  set  apart  as  a  fund  for  the  benefit  of  the 
tribe,  by  the  means  of  schools,  farms,  and  the  pro- 
motion of  civilization  among  them. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  said  he  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  this  money  would  be  a  bounty 
from  the  Govei-nment,  if  it  were  paid,  for  the 
Creek  nation  had  no  claim  upon  us.  The  terms 
of  the  treaty  stipulations  with  the  Indians  had 
been  complied  with  by  this  Government,  and  the 
$250,000  paid  to  the  Georgia  claimants,  and  there 
was  nothing  on  which  to  base  this  claim  but  an 
understanding  of  the  Indians,  which  could  have 
no  validity.  He  commented  on  the  length  of  time 
which  had  been  suffered  to  elapse  before  the  claim 
was  setup,  and  the  publicity  given  to  the  treaty, 
and  the  opportunities  given  for  its  examination  at 
the  time  it  was  agreed  to,  to  show  that  the  claim 
was  made  under  circumstances  of  suspicion. 

Mr.  STANTON  also  entered  into  some  brief 
explanations. 

Mr.  COBB  continued  his  argument  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  claim.  He  stated  the  fact  that  the  in- 
terpretation of  the  treaty  by  the  commissioner  was 
adverse  to  this  claim,  and  it  had  long  remained 
undisputed;  and  further,  he  called  attention  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  claim  was  sought  to  be  es- 
tablished. It  was  put  into  an  appropriation  bill  at 
the  close  of  a  session,  without  being  reported  upon 
by  a  committee  of  this  House,  and  hence  he  looked 
upon  it  with  suspicion.  He  forcibly  appealed  to 
the  committee  to  reject  this  amendment,  and  pro- 
tect the  treasury  against  this  novel  mode  of  passing 
private  claims. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  there  were  a  hundred  of 
these  amendments,  and  this  bill  must  be  passed 
to-night  or  to-morrow;  he  therefore  moved  that 
the  committee  rise  with  the  view  of  offering  a, res- 
olution in  the  House  to  stop  debate  in  tDommittee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  light-house 
bill  was  reported  with  amendments,  and  progress 
on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill. 

The  light-house  bill  was  then  taken  up,  the 
amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  were  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed  under  the  opera- 
tion of  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  VINTON  offered  a  resolution  to  stop  de- 
bate in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  on  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropri- 
ation bill  in  fifteen  minutes  after  the  bill  shall  be 
again  taken  up;  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic appropriation  bill. 

.  Mr.  IjOWDON  advocated  with  much  earnest- 
ness an  item  which  the  Senate  had  inserted  for  a 
claim  of  David  Taylor,  who  had  married  an  In- 
dian wife,  and  was  entitled  to  GOO  acres  of  land, 
officially  valued  at  $20,489.  The  claim  was  recom- 
mended by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
Attorney  General  and  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  supported  the  claim,  and 
took  occasion  to  warn  the  committee  against  any 
opposition  which  might  have  been  made  to  it  by 
Mr.  Medill,  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
who,  he  understood,  had  endeavored  to  prejudice 
the  claim,  because  the  agents  of  the  claimant  per- 
emptorily refused  to  make  nn  allowance  for  his 


favoring  the  claim.  Mr.  C.  denounced  the  Indian 
Bureau  as  thoroughly  corrupt.  He  had  been  cred- 
ibly informed  that  the  books  in  that  bureau  had 
been  altered  and  falsified  for  corrupt  purposes, 
(though  this,  he  believed,  had  been  done  during 
the  incumbency  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the  predecessor 
of  the  present  Commissioner.)  He  had  no  confi- 
dence in  Mr.  Medill,  nor  would  he  believe  any 
statement  he  should  make.  An  application  had 
been  made  to  the  department  to  have  the  books 
taken  out  of  his  office  and  deposited  in  some  place 
where  they  should  be  safe  from  alterations. 

Mr.  BOWDON  disclaimed  taking  any  part  in 
this  matter  between  Mr.  Clingman  and  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs,  but  wen-t  on  to  advo- 
cate the  claim  of  David  Taylor  until  the  time  allot- 
ted to  debate  expired.  * 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  vote  on  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate,  (99  in  all,)  of  which 
eleven  were  agreed  to,  and  forty-two,  including 
that  for  the  schooner  Amistad,  were  disagreed  to. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  progress, 
and  the  House,  at  twenty  minutes  before  eleven 
o'clock  at  night,  adjourned. 

IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  August  9,  1848. 
The  PRESIDENTproton.  laid  before  the  Senate 
a  communication  from  the  Department  of  War, 
made  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  28lh 
ultimo,  calling  for  information  as  to  the  gross 
amount  paid  each  officer,  and  why  such  informa- 
tion does  not  appear  in  the  Army  Register  of  the 
present  year. 

The  communication,  with  accompanying  letters 
from  the  Second  and  Third  Auditors  and  the  Ad- 
jutant General,  were  ordei-ed  to  be  printed. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  CORWIN,  from  the  Select  Committee, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Darby, 
accompanied  by  a  report;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed.     The  bill  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  NILES,  from  the<€ommittee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  F.  Butterworth,  accompanied  by  a 
report;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  The  bill 
was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  ATHERTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  reported  House  bill  for  the  support  of  the 
army  for  the  year  ending  on  the  3d  of  June,  1849, 
with  amendments;  with  a  notice  that  he  should 
call  it  up  for  speedy  action. 

Mr.  BREESE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  House  bill  granting  the  right  of 
way  through  the  public  lands  in  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois to  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Railroad  Com 
,pany,  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  B.  made  an  effort  to  have  the  bill  consid- 
ered, but  it  was  resisted. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  asked  that  the  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
following  memorials:  Of  William  Parkeson,  of 
Benjamin  Miller,  of  Ellen  F.  Smith,  of  Angel 
Spalding,  of  William  Miller,  of  Sarah  Overback, 
and  of  William  Pennoyer. 

Mr.  J.  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claitns,  asked  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tion of  Lieutenant  Littleton  Barclay. 

The  said  committees  were  therefore  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  these  subjects. 

Mr.  HUNTER,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings,  reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  |!8,770  be  expended 
out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  in  completing  the 
system  of  ventilating  and  warming  the  Senate  Chamber, 
commenced  and  proposed  by  John  SItirving:  provided,  liow- 
ever,  that  the  money  shall  be  expended  and  the  work  exe- 
cuted under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  H.  asked  the  immediate  consideration  of 
the  resolution,  presuming  there  would  be  objection 
to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  HALE  would  prefer  that  it  lie  over  under 
the  rules. 

Mr.  HUNTER  hoped  that  the  Senate  would 
adopt  it  at  once;  the  appropriation  was  a  very 
limited  one,  and  referred  to  a  former  expcndituie 
of  the  enormous  sum  of  oi'90,000  sterling  for  the 
same  duty. 

Mr.  HALE  observed  that  large  and  small  were 
comparative  terms;  and  however  limited  such  a 
sum  mightappear  to  some  gentlemen,  lie  confessed 
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that  it  struck  liis  ear  as  one  of  some  magnitude; 
he  would,  however,  witlidraw  liis  objection  to  its 
considerauon. 

Mr.  TURNEY.     I  prefer  that  it  lie  over. 

Accordiii>^ly,  it  lies  over  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  GREEiNE  asked  the  favor  of  the  Senate  to 
excuse  him  from  serving  on  the  Committee  on 
Printing.  His  engagements  were  such  that  he 
could  not  be  present  during  the  recess;  his  distance 
from  the  city  was  also  a  serious  obstacle  to  his 
attendance,  and  he  would  prefer  to  have  some  other 
genileman  appointed  more  conversant  with  the 
duties,  and  whose  proximity  to  the  District  would 
betier  tit  him  for  the  duties. 

Mr.  G.  was  accordingly  excused. 

Mr.  GREENE  begged  leave  to  submit  from  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  appointed  by  the  respect- 
ive Houses,  a  resolution  to  the  elTect  that  it  have 
leave  to  sit  in  the  recess  of  Congress  to  enable 
them  to  execute  the  dulies  required  of  them  by  the 
joint  resolution  of  the  3d  of  August,  1846,  provided 
tliat  no  member  of  the  committee  shall  draw  pay 
fur  anything  beyond  his  actual  expenses  while 
travelling  to  and  from  the  Capitol  for  the  perform- 
ance of  duties  of  said  committee  and  his  per  diem 
■while  thus  engaged. 

Mr.  GREENE  said  that  the  printer  was  to  be 
paid  as  the  work  was  done.  The  committee,  on 
consultation,  thought  it  would  be  hard  to  keep  the 
printer  out  of  his  money  until  the  next  session, 
and  that  the  examination  and  payment  should  be 
made  every  two  or  three  weeks. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  would  prefer  that  the  reso- 
lution lie  over. 

Mr.  BORLAND  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
serving  on  the  same  committee.  The  reasons 
given  by  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  for  being 
excused,  would  apply  with  double  force  to  him, 
who  lived  at  so  great  a  distance  from  the  metropolis, 
and  which  would  render  his  attendance  to  the  duties 
extremely  inconvenient.     Mr.  B.  was  discharged. 

The  vacancy  caused  by  the  discharge  of  Mr. 
Gree.ve,  was  directed  to  be  filled  by  the  Chair, 
and  the  Chair  accordingly  appointed  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Maryland. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WESTCOTT, 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  Secretary  or  the  Treasury  be  directed 
to  coiniiiuiiiouti;  to  tlie  Senate  any  information  in  his  De- 
partment as  to  the  practicability  ol  reclaiming  the  everglades 
in  tlie  State  of  Florida,  or  as  to  the  exp:'diency  of  ceding 
them  to  the  said  State  lor  that  purpose,  and  his  opinion  as 
to  the  best  mode  and  manner  of  accomplishing  such  object. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PEARCE, 

Ordered,  Tliat  during  the  re/nainder  of  the  session,  the 
Seriate  will  take  a  daily  recess  from  4  to  5^  o'clock,  p.  m. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  the  employes 
in  and  about  the  Senate  Chamber,  in  consideration 
of  the  long  and  arduous  session,  have  some  extra 
allowances  made  to  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NILES,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  certain 
post  routes,  which  had  been  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  with 
numerous  amendments. 

The  amendments  of  the  committee  were  agreed 
to  en  masse. 

Several  other  amendments  were  then  offered  and 
Hdopied,  when,  pending  un  amendment  moved  by 
Mr.  Downs — 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  moved  to  proceed  to  the  con- 
eidt-ration  of  the  bill  to  establish  a  government  in 
the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  DAYTON  asked  to  be  allowed  to  make 
reports;  and  that  the  Senator  from  Illinois  would 
Waive  his  motion  for  the  present. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  observed  that  the  time  for 
morning  business  had  [lassed,  and  he  could  ^not 
consent. 

Mr.  DAYTON  said  if  such  were  the  fact,  it  was 
owing  to  busincs.s  having  been  taken  up  out  of  its 
order.  He  had  been  in  his  seat  ever  since  the 
meeting,  anxiously  waiting  an  opportunity  to 
make  reports. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  thought  they 
ought  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Executive 
business,  which,  in  fact,  was  the  HuecinI  order. 

xMr.  DICKINSON  was  of  opinion  that  if  busi- 
ness was  to  be  progressed  in,  it  should  be  accord- 
ing to  rule. 

(llcre  there  were  several  cries  of  "  Executive 
se.s.sioii !  "J 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Douglas,  and  it  was  lost;  when — 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Marylund,  moved  to  jyo- 
ceeil  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  business; 


which  motion  was  adopted,  and  the  Senate  re- 
mained in  secret  session  for  near  four  hours. 
When  the  doors  were  reopened — 

Mr.  FELCH  moved  to  proceed  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  to  apply  certain  alternate  sections 
of  the  public  domain  towards  the  completion  of 
the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  in  the  State  of 
Michigan;  which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  F.,  the  bill  was  amended  in 
several  particulars,  the  amendments  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  was  subsequently  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMLIN,  the  Senate  took 
up  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Farnham; 
which,  after  having  been  advocated  by  Mr.  H., 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  BREESE  moved  to  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  Senate  bill  to  authorize  the  sale  of  re- 
served lands,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
considered  and  passed. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to  take 
up  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  Alborne  Allen;  w-hich 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  advocated  and  explained 
the  bill;  when  it  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Mr.  FOOTE  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  Perry;  which  motion  was  agreed 
to;  and  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana, 
the  Senate  took  up  House  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  and  widow  of  Francis  Gramillion;  which  was 
considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  passed; 
and  the  Senate  took  a  recess. 

'  NIGHT  SESSION. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, reported  back  the  amendments  from  the 
House  to  the  bill  giving  effect  to  certain  treaty 
stipulations  between  this  and  foreign  governments 
for  the  apprehension  and  delivering  up  of  certain 
offenders,  with  a  recommendation  that  the  Senate 
do  not  concur;  and  Mr.  B.  stated  that  it  was  with 
a  view  to  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  con- 
ference. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  moved  to  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  to  establish  a  government  in 
the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  wished  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  to  forego  his  motion  for  the  pres- 
ent, and  consent  to  call  it  up  at  10  o'clock  to-mor- 
row. He  professed  himself  as  anxious  as  the 
Senator  to  have  it  disposed  of,  but  he  thought  the 
preserit  hour  not  suited  to  the  discussion. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  would  acquiesce,  and  with- 
draw his  motion,  with  the  distinct  understanding 
that  it  should  be  taken  up  to-morrow,  at  11  o'clock. 
[Cries  of  "  Agreed  ! "] 

Mr.  DOWNS  contended  that  the  Post  Office  bill 
was  the  unfinished  business,  and  should  come  up 
as  a  matter  of  course. 

The  CHAIR  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  it  was 
first  in  order. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  then  moved  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  Post  OfHce  bill,  with  a 
view  to  take  up  the  bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the 
year  ending  3Uth  June,  1849;  which  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  submitted  various  amend- 
ments from  the  Committee  on  Finance:  the  first 
taken  up  for  consideration  was,  "  for  arrearages  for 
military  surveys  west  of  the  Mississippi,  f  20,000;" 
which,  after  a  brief  explanation,  was  adopted. 

Several  important  amendments  of  the  committee 
were  adopted. 

The  amendment  granting  |)200,000  for  the  mili- 
tary and  civil  operations  in  California  under  com- 
mand of  Commodore  Stockton  and  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Fremont,  was  next  taken  up. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  said  the  sum 
was  a  pretty  large  one,  and  he  wished  some  in- 
formation on  the  subject. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  replied  that  the  amendment 
was  a  portion  of  the  bill  that  had  already  passed 
the  Senate,  and  related  only  to  ascertained  claims. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  inquired  if  a  bill  had  not 
already  been  passed  giving  5^700,000  for  the  settle- 
ment of  California  claims,  and  desired  to  be  in- 
formed what  necessity  existed  for  this  additional 
5i,200,00O. 

Mr.  BENTON  explained  at  length,  going  into  a 
history  of  the  case,  which,  while  it  amused,  seemed 
to  convince  the  Senate  of  the  necessity  for  adopt- 
ing the  amendment. 


The  amendment  was  adopted  by  a  large  major- 
ity; 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  offered  various 
amendments  from  the  Military  Committee,  which 
were  adopted:  one  increasing  the  companies- of 
some  of  the  regiments  to  64,  with  the  privilege  of 
extending  the  number  to  100  men,  should  the  Pres- 
ident think  proper. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  an  appropriation  of  $15,000 
for  a  fort  on  Proctor's  Island,  in  Lake  Borgne, 
contending  with  great  zeal  and  animation  for  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  insisted  that  this  was  not  a 
fortification  bill,  and  that  the  amendment  was  not 
an  appropriate  one  for  the  military  bill. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  insisted  that  it  was  the  bill  to 
which  it  ought  to  be  affixed.  When  he  had  offered 
the  amendment  to  the  naval  appropriation  bill,  he 
was  told  by  the  same  Senator,  "  that  "was  not 
the  place  for  it;  wait  until  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic bill  comes  before  us  here."  He  had  waited 
patiently  for  this  bill,  and  when  he  offered  it  again 
was  told  that  was  not  the  place  for  it;  and  now, 
when  he  offered  it  to  the  only  bill  that  it  could  be 
attached,  here  was  the  same  story.  He  insisted 
that  it  should  go  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  BENTON  came  to  the  rescue  of  the  amend- 
ment, declaring  that  Proctor's  Island  was  an  old 
acquaintance  of  his,  observing  that  he  had  voted 
for  the  appropriation  on  all  occasions,  and  should 
do  so  on  the  present,  agreeing,  at  the  same  time, 
with  Mr.  J.,  that  the  present  bill  was  the  legiti- 
mate one  to  which  the  amendment  should  be  at- 
tached. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  DIX, 
BREESE,  and  BRIGHT,  against  the  amend- 
ment— 

Mr.  JOHNSON  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  the  vote  stood  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Ben- 
ton, Berrien,  Borland,  Cameron,  Clarke,  Dodge,  Downs, 
Fitzgerald,  Foote,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Manguin,  Peaice, 
Sebastian,  Walker,  Webster,  and  Wostcott — 20. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Bradbury,  Breese,  Bripht,  But- 
ler, Calhoun,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of 
Mississippi,  Dayton,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Fetch,  Hamlin,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  King,  Metcalfe, 
Miller,  Niles,  Phelps,  Spruance,  Turney,  Underwood,  ana 
Yulee— 26. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
granting  a  discharge  to  such  of  the  mounted  rifle 
regiment  intended  for  California  who  had  served 
in  Mexico  as  might  please  to  avail  themselves  of 
it — addressing  the  Senate,  and  paying  a  well-mer- 
ited compliment  to  this  regiment,  which  had  been 
first  in  every  fight  and  leading  in  every  forlorn 
hope. 

Mr.  ALLEN  supported  the  amendment,  de- 
claring his  belief  that  they  were  entitled  to  their 
discharge  under  the  law. 

Mr.  BORLAND  also  spoke  handsomely  of  these 
gallant  men,  declaring  they  were  his  brethren  in 
arms,  and  with  them  he  had  first  met  the  enemies 
of  his  country. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, declaring  that  they  were  not  entitled  under 
the  law  to  their  discharge,  and  doubting  the  policy 
of  allowing  them  to  leave  the  service. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment,  and 
it  was  adopted. 

Mr.  ALLEN  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting an  item  giving  i|600,  with  interest  from 
1847,  to  Captain  John  Caldwell,  for  moneys  paid 
by  him  in  Mexico. 

This  amendment  was  resisted  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  «  private  claim,  and  should  not  be  inserted  in 
the  bill;  and,  after  some  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
ALLEN,  ATHERTON,  and  DAVIS  of  Missis- 
sippi, participated,  the  question  was  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  All6n,  Atchison,  Badser,  Baldwin,  Bell, 
Borland,  Bradbury,  liright,  Clarke,  Corwin,  Downs,  Fitz- 
gerald, GrC^nc,  Houston.  Jolinson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  Miller,  Tiinic\',  Unilirudod,  and  Uphani — 'JO. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alhrrioii,  lirccsc,  Hutler,  Cameron,  Da- 
vis of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  fliississippi,  Dickinson,  Dix, 
Douglas,  Hamlin,  Hunter,  King,  Mason,  Niles,  Spruancfe, 
and  Yulee — 16. 

Amendments  were  offered  by  Mr.  BELL  and 
by  Mr.  BORLAND,  which  led  to  very  consid- 
erable debate,  and  were  rejected. 

The  bill  was  reported  "to  the  Senate,  and  the 
amendments  being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  read 
a  third  time  and  passed. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  August  10,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
^  On  motion  of  Mr.  SMART,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  was  discharged 
from  the  Senate  bill  to  change  the  time  of  holding 
the  terms  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
in  the  district  of  Maine. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CROZIER  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  offer  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  of  the  1st  of  March,  1846, 
autliorizing  each  member  of  this  House  to  subscribe  for 
twelve  copies  of  tlie  Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix,  at 
the  rate  of  six  dollars  for  each  copy  for  tlie  long  session,  and 
three  dollars  for  the  short  session,  shall  not  be  construed 
to  extend  to  a  longer  period  than  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules,  and  resulted,  yeas  74,  nays 
53.    Lost,  two-thirds  not  voting  in  favor  thereof. 

Mr.  CATHCART,  the  rules  being  suspended 
for  the  purpose,  moved  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  execution  of  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  7th  instant,  giving  extra  compensation  to  cer- 
tain employes  of  this  House,  there  shall  he  paid  to  those 
persons  employed  in  folding  for  this  House,  in  tli«  folding- 
room,  the  same  amount  as  the  pages  are  entitled  to  receive 
under  said  resolution,  and  no  more  ;  and  to  those  who  are 
occasionally  so  employed,  an  allowance  upon  the  same  basis, 
in  proportion  to  the  time  they  have  been  engaged;  and  that 
the  same  compensation  be  allowed  to  the  Chaplain  and  Post- 
master of  this  House  as  have  been  usually  allowed  to  the 
same  class  of  officers  by  the  Senate  and  House  respectively 
at  the  close  of  a  session. 

At  the  suggestion  of  several  members,  Mr. 
CATHCART  modified  his  resolution  so  as  to  in- 
clude "  the  Doorkeeper  and  the  Sergeant-at-arms," 
and  moved  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  raised  a  point  of  order, 
that  Mr.  Cathcart  had  not  the  right  to  modify 
his  resolution  after  the  House  had  suspended  the 
rules  to  receive  it. 

Mr.  McKAY  asked  the  general  consent  of  the 
House  to  have  read  by  the  Clerk,  before  the  vote 
should  be  taken  on  this  resolution  granting  extra 
pay,  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of 
March  3,  1845,  providing  "  that  no  part  of  the  ap- 
'  propriations  which  may  be  made  for  the  contin- 
'  gent  expenses  of  either  House  of  Congress  shall 
'  be  applied  to  other  than  the  ordinary  expendi- 

*  tures  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
'  respectively,  nor  an  extra  allowance  to  any  clerk, 
'  messenger,  orattendant  upon  the  said  two  Houses, 
'  or  either  of  them,  nor  as  payment  or  compensation 

*  toany  clerk,  messenger,  or  other  attendant  to  be 

*  so  employed  by  a  resolution  of  oneof  said  Houses, 
'  nor  in  the  purchase  of  books  to  be  distributed  to 
'  members." 

The  reading  being  objected  to,  the  section  was 
not  read . 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table;  on  which  motion  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  taken,  and  resulted:  Yeas  65, 
nays  96. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and, 
under  the  operation  thereof,  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to:  Yeas  103,  nays  61. 

Mr.  CATHCART  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
just  taken,  and  also  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on 
the  table. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  latter  motion,  and 
it  was  agreed  to:  Ayes  78,  noes  61. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules  to  enable  him  to  introduce  a  bill,  of  which 
previous  notice  had  been  given,  to  prevent  either 
House  of  Congress  from  paying  any  extra  compen- 
sation out  of  their  respective  contingent  funds,  un- 
less by  joint  re.solution.or  act  of  Congress. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the  motion, 
and  resulted:  Yeas  9,  nays  73.  Lost,  two-thirds 
not  voting  in  favor  thereof. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  commu- 
nications as  follows: 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States: 

I  communicate  herewith  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  together  with  the  accompanying  documents,  in  com- 
pliance with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  IVlli  of  July,  1848,  requesting  the  President  to  communi- 
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cate  to  the  House  of  Representatives  "  a  copy  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Court  of  Inquiry  in  Mexico,  touching  the 
matter  which  led  to  the  dismissal  from  the  public  service  of 
Lieutenants  Joseph  S.  Pender  and  George  E.  B.  Singletery, 
of  the  North  Carolina  regiment  of  volunteers,  and  all  the 
correspondence  between  the  War  Department  and  Generals 
Taylor  and  Wool  in  relation  to  the  same." 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 
Washington,  August  5,  1848. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  U.  S.  : 

It  affords  me  satisfaction  to  communicate  herewith,  for 
the  information  of  Congress,  copies  of  a  decree  adopted  by 
the  National  Assembly  of  France  in  response  to  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  passed  on  the  13th 
of  April  last,  "tendering  the  congratulations  of  the  Ameri- 
can to  the  French  people  upon  the  success  of  their  recent 
efforts  to  consolidate  the  principles  of  liberty  in  a  republi- 
can form  of  government."  JAMES  K.  POLK. 
Washington,  »9ttgust  8,  1848. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  report  on  the  condition  of  banks 
throughout  the  Union,  in  compliance  with  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  10th 
July,  18.32. 

A  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Wisconsin,  relative  to  the  improvement  of  the 
harbors  upon  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Michigan. 

The  above  communications  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

A  communication  from  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  resolution  of  the 
House  of  the  28th  of  June  last,  providing  for  the 
payment  of  per  diem  and  mileage  alleged  to  be  due 
to  the  estate  of  the  late  Archibald  Yell,  formerly  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States  from  the  State  of  Arkansas.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  re&olution  of 
the  28th  of  June,  1848,  a  statement  of  the  public 
debt.     Laid  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  the  15th  of  May,  a  report  in  relation 
to  exports  and  imports  of  the  United  States.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

A  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 
Oregon  Territory,  relative  to  their  wants  and  situ- 
ation, and  the  necessity  of  extending  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  over  that  Territory.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Territories. 

EXTRA  PAY  TO  GENS.  CASS  AND  TAYLOR. 
The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communication  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States: 
To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stales: 

I  communicate  herewith  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  together  with  the  ac- 
companying documents,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  17th  July,  1848,  requesting 
the  President  to  inform  that  body  what  "  amount  of  public 
moneys  had  been  respectively  paid  to  Lewis  Cass  and 
Zachary  Taylor,  from  the  time  of  their  first  entrance  into 
the  public  service  up  to  this  time,  distinguishing  between 
regular  and  extra  compensation  ;  that  he  also  stale  what 
amount  of  extra  compensation  has  been  claimed  by  either; 
the  items  composing  the  same;  when  filed;  when  and  by 
whom  allowed  ;  if  disallowed,  when  and  by  whom,  and  the 
reason  for  such  disallowance  ;  and  whether  or  not  any  items 
so  disallowed  were  subsequently  presented  for  payment, 
and,  if  allowed,  when  and  by  whom." 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  August  11,  1848. 

The  communication  was  ordered  to  be  laid  on 
the  fable  and  printed. 

Subsequently,  on  motion  of  Mr.  STEPHENS, 
the  vote  by  which  the  message  and  documents 
were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
was  reconsidered. 

The  question  again  recurring  on  the  motion  to 
ISy  upon  the  table,  it  was  decided  by  yeas  and 
nays  in  the  negative:  Yeas  87,  nays  97. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  then  moved  that  the  message 
and  accompanying  documents  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Expenditures  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was,  however,  withdrawn 
at  the  request  of — 

Mr.  McLANE,  who  made  a  few  remarks  in 
opposition  to  the  printing  of  the  message  and  doc- 
uments. Mr.  McL.  renewed  the  previous  ques- 
tion; which  was  sustained,  and,  under  its  operation, 
the  motion  to  refer  was  agreed  to. 


A  LETTER  FROM  MR.  TRIST. 
The  SPEAKER  stated  that  he  had  received  a 
communication  from  N.  P.  Trist,  relating  to  cer- 
tain official  acts  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  accompanied  by  a  request  that  it  be  laid 
before  the  House.  It  was  a  communication  that 
he  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  present,  nor  did  he 
deem  it  proper  to  withhold  it.  He  would  lay  it 
before  the  House  if  It  were  the  pleasure  of  the 
House  to  receive  it.     Being  objected  to — 

On  motion,  the  rules  were  suspended  for  the 
purpose,  and  the  communication  was  laid  before 
the  House;  and  it  was  read,  and  is  as  follows: 

Westchester,  Pennsylvania,  August  7,  1843. 
To  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  U.  S.: 

Sir:  The  accompanying  papers  are  transmitted  to  you,  as 
the  organ  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  with  tlie  request 
that  they  be  laid  before  that  body. 

They  are  not  what  I  have  wished  and  intended  to  present ; 
but  the  day  fixed  forthe  adjournment  ofCongress  forbidsany 
further  delay  on  my  part,  and  until  my  intention  can  be 
executed,  they  must  suffice.  They  will  answer  the  purpoie 
of  dispelling,  in  some  desree  at  least,  the  utter  mystification 
with  which  the  mind  of  bur  country  has  been  clouded  up  in 
regard  to  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  all  matters  touched  upon 
in  them. 

During  a  great  portion  of  my  absence  in  Mexico,  I  have 
been  entirely  cut  off  from  all  means  of  knowing  what  was 
going  on  at  home  ;  and  during  the  entire  period  my  attention 
has  been  urgently  pressed  upon,  and  constantly  engrossed 
by,  subjects  of  the  greatest  moment  to  our  country.  Jt  w;is 
consequently  out  of  my  power  to  make  use  even  of  such 
means  as  presented  themselves,  when  the  channels  for  con- 
veying them  ceased  to  be  closed.  On  my  arrival  home,  the 
state  of  things  among  us  was  unknown  to  me,  except  tiom 
the  mere  glimpsesafforded  by  an  occasional  and  hasty  glance 
at  a  newspaper. 

I  soon  became  aware  of  the  mystification  above  referred 
to.  As  the  only  way  in  which  it  could  be  thoroughly  dis- 
pelled, I  determined  to  lay  before  the  representatives  of  the 
people  a  connected  and  detailed  narrative  of  everything 
that  has  occurred  to  me  having  the  slightest  bearing  upon 
matters  which  the  public  interests  demand  that  the  country 
should  know  the  exact  truth  of.  This  exact  and  full  knowl- 
edge, and  thorough  understanding,  it  is  of  the  very  highest 
importance  to  her  that  she  should  possess.  It  is  so  forjimn- 
berless  reasons  that  naost  deeply  concern  her,  and  concern 
her  in  the  most  permanent  manner;  concern  her  now,  and 
concern  her  in  the  boundless  hereafter.  The  jgenerationa 
.which  are  to  follow  us,  so  long  as  our  nation  shall  exist, 
and  after  it  shall  have  ceased  to  exist,  are  deeply  Interested 
in  this  matter.  Should  the  American  people  fail  to  obtain 
this  knowledge  now,  the  evil  consequences  to  that  people, 
now  and  in  all  future  time,  and  through  them  to  mankind, 
cannot  fail  to  be  such  as  no  human  mind  can  calculate.  We 
are  the  vanguard  in  the  "movement"  of  this  age,  and  upon 
us  chiefly  depends  ihe  direction  which  that  movement  is  to 
pursue. 

Deeply  impressed  with  this  truth,  this  plain  and  obvious 
fact,  I  formed  the  determination  above  stated.  It  remains, 
however,  as  yet  unfulfilled.  The  attentioji  demanded  by 
my  private  affairs,  the  necessity  of  providing  a  borne  form.y 
family,  and  a  variety  of  incidents,  have  contribmed  to  pre- 
vent its  fulfillment.  This,  however,  will  take  place,  if  I  live 
a  month  or  two  lonsrer.  The  example  recently  set  by  Tal- 
leyrand will  not  be  followed  by  me.  I  shall  not  write  any- 
thing which  is  to  be  read  only  a  century  hence.  The  higii- 
est  interests  of  our  country,  and  of  mankind  through  her, 
demand  that  she  shall  know  the  truth  ;  that  she  shall  know 
it  710m;.     She  shall  have  it;  she  shall  have  it  now. 

Hail  Congress  continued  to  sit  a  month  or  two  longer,  I 
shoiim  not  at  this  moment  have  broken  silence  ;  I  should 
have  bided  until  [  could  lay  before  the  country,  through  her 
representatives,  the  narrative  to  which  I  have  leferred,  con- 
nected, unbroken,  not  a  single  gap  in  it,  detailed  so  far  as 
necessary  to  establish  a  clear  connection.  This  is  the  only 
way  in  which  truth  can  be  presented  in  a  shape  to  leave  no 
doubt  as  to  its  being  what  it  is.  Isolated  "prominent  facts" 
will  not  do.  However  true  they  may  be,  Ihey  can  always 
be  denied,  and  more  or  less  plausibly  controverted.  The 
tohole  truth  is  the  thing  :  this  the  people  shall  have.  It  will 
then  be  seen  u-ho.  among  those  who  seek  their  confidence, 
will  be  so  bold  as  to  pretend  that  he  does  not  believe  it. 

In  one  of  the  accompanying  papers,  (letter  to  the  "  Repre- 
sentatives  of  the  American  People,"  under  dale  "Mexico, 
February  12,  1848,")  my  belief  is  expressed  that  Congress 
and  the  country  had  been  deceived  by  the  individual  hold- 
ing the  .trust  of  "  President  of  the  United  States,"  and  that 
the  object  for  which  that  deception  had  been  practised  was 
the  indefinite  protraction  of  the  war— this  protraction  of  the 
war  having  for  its  end  the  conquest  of  Mexico  and  her  ab- 
sorption into  our  Union.  This  was  my  belief  then;  it  is 
my  belief  now.  In  that  same  letter,  and  particularly  in  Ihe 
notes  recently  appended  to  it,  my  belief  is  e\pressed  that  a 
corrupt  use  lias  been  made  of  Ihe  power  and  the  influence 
attached  to  the  trust  of  "  President  of  the  United  States," 
even  to  the  extent  of  s!(ftoriii('io7i  ofperjimj- 

Upon  both  these  points  mv  belief  is  jiositive  and  firm, 
distiiicl  and  clear.  Equally  firm  and  clear  in  my  mind  is 
the  further  belief,  that  to  make  the  former  Ihe  belief  of 
Congress  and  of  Ihe  country  nothing  is  necessary  but  that 
the  representatives  of  the  people  should  ex<'rcise  the  i)ow- 
ers  of  inquiry  inherent  in  them  as  Ihe  grand  inquest  of  the 
nation — as  tlie  body  "  exclusively"  intrusted  by  the  Consti- 
tuti<m  with  "the  power,"  and  consequently  with  the  duty 
"  of  impeachmCHt-" 
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'Tis  but  yoslerclay  that  the  welUiii  was  made  to  ring 
liirouijhoat  our  cuuiitiy  wilh  the  actlanialioiis  that  bur>t 
forth  fioniour  Dcuiocralic  hosninsat  tlie  spcxjiide  e.xhihilcd 
by  the  people  of  Frauce.  And  a  most  glorious  spectacle  it 
Wai!  CoiigiaiHlatioiis  and  t't.'licitations  poured  out  from  us 
towards  tliat  people  ;  our  hearts  were  drunk  with  noble  joy  ; 
we  and  our  public  servants  vied  with  one  another  in  giving 
utterance  to  the  enthusiasm  which  filled  our  bosoms. 

The  cause  of  tlial  entlul!■ia^m  con.-isted  in  the  fact  that 
the  I'Vench  people  had  liberated  ihenisilves  from  a  bad  Gov- 
ernment. They  had  risen  in  the  majisty  of  men,  and  had 
upturned  that  Government;  upturned  the  "Throne,"  as 
that  Government  was  called.  This  they  had  done.  It  had 
been  at  the  cost  of  civil  strife,  of  brother's  blood  spilleil  by 
brother's  hand.  It  had  been  at  the  cost  of  anarchy.  That 
was  the  first  result ;  and  no  one  could  tell  how  long  it  might 
last,  or  what  it  was  to  involve  while  it  lasted,  or  in  what  it 
was  to  end.  And  yet  we  rejoiced.  Tlie  object,  in  our  esti- 
mation, was  worth  all  this  cost,  all  this  risk  of  whatever  else 
it  might  cost.  Even  in  the  uncertainty  as  to  its  being  secured, 
it  was  enough  that  this  should  have  been  the  object,  to  make 
us  reckon  as  cheap,  to  make  us  disregard  as  dust  in  the 
balance,  whatever  mi;;ht  happen. 

At  the  head,  or  very  Hear  the  head,  (I  speak  from  indis- 
tinct recollection,)  of  the  reasons  Which  liad  impelled  the 
French  people  so  to  act,  which  had  created  the  necessity  for 
tlieir  plunging  into  that  sea  of  carnage  whose  shoie  no'  hu- 
man eye  could  discern — at  the  head,  or  very  near  the  head 
of  those  reasons,  stands  recorded,  "  The  corrupt  tcse  of  Ex- 
eadiie  influence." 

It  is  time,  high  time,  that  we  should  look  at  home. 
"Corrupt  use  of  Executive  influence,"  such  as,  according 
10  my  solemn  belief,  has  occurred  among  ourselves  within 
the  last  six  months,  cannot  have  been  surpassed  by  anything 
that  formed  part  of  the  misrule  of  the  "Citizen  King."  in 
point  of  unscrupulousness  and  flagiiiousness,  it  cannot  have 
been  surpassed.  In  pointof  audacity  and  eff'iontery,  I  doulit 
if  it  has  been  equalled  by  anything  ever  ventured  upon  by 
that  "  monarch.". 

Just  as  the  task  of  preparing  the  papers  now  transmitted 
was  drawing  to  a  close,  an  envelop  reached  me  by  mail, 
bearing  my  address  in  the  hand  of  a  bosom  friend  ;  a  man 
whose  name  is,  irrespectively  of  locality  and  country,  among 
the  very  highest  of  the  profession  to  which  he  belongs,  and 
who  has  intimately  known  me  during  the  latter  half  of  my 
life.  That  envelop  contained,  without  note  or  comment, 
the  words  which  I  will  here  transcribe.  I  am  no  Luther, 
nor  have  I  ever  proposed  to  myself  to  act  tlie  part  of  one. 
The  task  I  am  now  engaged  in,  has  biien/orced  upon  me  by 
the  power  of  circumstances.  It  will  soon  be  at  an  end; 
and  witli  it  will  cease  for  me  all  incidents  arising  from  acon- 
uectioit  with  public  affairs.  E.\ceptin  discharging  my  duty 
to  my  country  as  a  private  citizen,  they  are  henceforward 
to  be  beyond  my  sphere.  I  have  bid  farewell  forever  to  all 
public  employments  and  all  public  posts.  When  these  words 
shall  be  belied,  t/ien  let  my  country  brand  me  "  Imi'Ostor," 
and  ascribe  to  the  desire  for  office,  or  for  notoriety,*  all  that 
1  fhall  have  done  and  said  in  regard  to  things  ofeoncernment 
to  her. 

But,  although  inapplicable  to  me,  the  very  name  of  Luther, 
presented  in  such  a  connection  as  this,  comes  fraught  with 
a  significance  which  cannot  but  he  fell,  even  though  the  day 
is  gone  by  when  omens  were  believed  in.  This  incident, 
though  no  prophetic  virtue  can  be  in  it,  may  prove  the  fore- 
runner of  a  storm  that  ^hall  purify  our  political  atmosphere, 
and  dissipate  the  seeds  of  death  wilh  which  already  it  has 
become  loaded,  liwill  prove  so,  if  the  representatives  of 
the  peopli;  do  their  duty. 

These  are  the  words  referred  to  :  Luther  says,  "  If  t  am 
'  to  have  a  fault,  I  would  r.ither  speak  too  harshly,  and  thrust 
'  forth  Truth  unwisely,  than  to  have  played  the  hypocrite  to 
'  any,  and  held  Truth  in."  So  far  as  regards  myself,  I  do 
not  believe  that  I  have  spoken  "  too  harshly,"  or  "  thrust 
forth  truth  unwisely."  Upon  this  point  our  country  will 
Judge.  All  I  ask  of  her — and  I  ask  this  for  herown  sake  far 
more  than  on  my  own  account — is,  to  suspend  her  judgment 
until  she  can  judge  "  wisely." 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  fellow-citizen, 

N.  P.  TKIST, 
Late  Commissioner  of  the  United  States  of  JImerica 

to  the  Mexican  Kepuhlic, 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Connecticut,  moved  that  the 
communication  and  accompanying  documents  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afiair^nd 
printed. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  sugi^ested  that  the.se 
documents  .should  not  be  printed,  as  they  might 
contain  inatter  that  ought  not  to  be  made  public. 

Mr.  BURT  trusted  that  the  House  would  adopt 
the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


*  In  the  letter  of  the  present  .Secretary  of  War  to  General 
Scott,  under  date  of  April  21,  J846,  whiclfwas  published  in 
all  hiiste  throughout  our  country,  can;  is  taken  to  preoccupy 
lier  mind  wilh  the  belief  that  l" have  been  actuated  by  this 
motive.  The  Adniinisiraiion  have  studiously  withheld  from 
)ier  all  knowledge  of  what  my  course  has  been.  All  the 
))Osver  and  all  the  influence  uttaehed  to  the  tru.-lH  held  by 
those  men,  have  been  exerted  to  uiysiify  the  public  mind  in 
regard  to  the  whole  subject  with  refi.rcnce  to  which  I  have 
acted.  It  has  been  niidercd  impossii,ie  for  that  mind  to 
form  for  itself  any  judgmeni  in  regard  to  my  motive.  And 
yet,  not  content  with  all  that  bought  letler-writets  could  do, 
and  all  that  subservient  or  parly-tnad  presses  cnuld  do  Huh 
high  functionary  of  the  Government,  in  writing  a  letter  con- 
cerning the  atluirs  of  the  department  intrusted  to  hini,  niiist 
needs  enter  ujion  a  topic  (7ni/  course)  having  no  eonm-ciKin 
whatever  with  the  subject  oi' which  he  was  triuting.  And 
for  what.'  To  give  to  the  country  information  rcBpecting 
what  my  course  has  been.'  No  I  'J'o  imiiress  her  Willi  the 
idea  that  my  motive  in  pursuing  that  course  (respecting  which 
Hhe  had  been  kept  in  the  dark,  and  her  mind  had  been  be- 
fogged in  every  possible  way)  had  consisted  in  the  denire  for 
"  notoriety,"  and  this  paosion  so  excessive  as  to  make  me 
"  miiitake  notoriety  for  fain«." 


Mr.  SCHENCK  called  thegentleman  from  South 
Carolina  to  order,  amidst  great  confusion,  many 
inembeis  being  engaged  in  addressing  the  House 
at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Connecticut,  said  he  had  no 
wish  to  address  the  House.  His  object  in  rising 
was  to  move  the  previous  question;  but  he  would 
yield  the  floor  for  a  few  moments  to  thegentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  that  he  might  make  his  sug- 
gestion. 

Mr.  BURT  acknowledged  the  courtesy  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
He  desired  to  say  but  a  very  few  words.  He 
wished  to  say  to  the  House  that  that  paper,  coming 
as  it  does  from  a  private  individual,  was  marked 
by  a  very  extraordinary  character.  There  were 
imputations  in  that  c6inmunication  which  ought 
not  to  be  received  lightly  by  this  House.  He 
trusted  that  this  House  had  too  just  a  regard  for 
its  own  self-respect  to  send  forth  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States  the  imputations,  he  would  not 
say  calumnies,  of  an  irritable,  ill-tempered  person, 
under  the  authority  of  this  House.  Let  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  as 
the  gentleiTian  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Smith]  had 
moved.  Let  that  committee  investigate  the  sub- 
ject, that  it  might  be  ascertained  whether  it  should 
be  entertained  by  this  House.  If  this  committee 
should  find  it  such  a  paper  as  in  their  judgment 
would  justify  the  future  action  of  the  House,  let 
them  take  the  responsibility  of  saying  so,  and  then 
the  paper  might  be  printed.  That,  he  believed, 
was  the  true  course  to  be  pursued,  and  he  trusted 
the  House  would  not  lend  its  sanction  to  the  pro- 
mulgation through  the  country  of  such  a  commu- 
nication from  an  ill-tempered  person. 

Mr.  SMITH  moved  the  previous  question. 
Mr.  HOLMES  asked  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut to  withdraw  that  motion  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  SMITH  assented,  that  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  might  make  a  single  remaik. 

Mr.  HOLMES  said  he  wished  to  make  but  a 
single  remark.  Although  he  agreed  with  his  friend 
and  colleague  [Mr.  Burt]  that  this  mass  of  papers 
ought  not  to  be  printed  until  they  had  been  exam- 
ined by  a  committee,  he  nevertheless  could  not  but 
think  that  some  deference  was  due  to  the  person 
who  sent  them  here.  It  might  be  that  on  these 
documents  it  was  intended  to  found  an  impeach- 
ment; but,  be  that  as  it  might,  he  thought  that 
this  House  should  treat  with  some  respect  the  per- 
son to  whom  this  Administration  had  comrnitted 
the  perilous  interests  of  this  country  in  connection 
with  the  Republic  of  Mexico.  He  renewed  the 
motion  for  the  previous  question. 

Sonne  conversation  here  ensued,  in  which  Mr. 
HUNT,  Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  and  others 
took  part.  The  previous  question  was  then  sus- 
tained, and  the  main  question  ordered.  The  ques- 
tion having  been  divided,  the  motion  to  refer  to  the 
CoiTimittee  on  Foreign  Affairs  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCHENCK  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  print,  and  they  were  ordered; 
and,  being  taken,  were — yeas  83,  nays  9G. 

Mr.  CLARKE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
just  taken,  and  also  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on 
"the  table;  which  latter  motion  was  net  agreed  to: 
Ayes  77,  noes  79. 

Tltfi  question  was  then  put  on  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  vote  refusing  to  print,  &c.,  and  resulted 
— ayes  85,  noes  74;  but  before  the  result  was  an- 
nounced, the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  and 
ordered,  and,  being  taken,  resulted:  Yeas  88,  nays 
93.  So  the  House  refused  to  reconsider. 
NAVAL  PENSIONS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WHITE,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendments  of  the  House  to  the 
Senate  bill  renewing  certain  naval  pensions  for  the 
terin.  of  five  years,  and  extending  the  benefits  of 
existing  laws  respecting  naval  pensions  to  engi- 
neers, firemen,  and  coal-heavers,  in  the  navy,  and 
to  their  widows. 

The  report  was  read  and  concurred  in.  The 
Senate  having  previously  concurred  in  said  report, 
the  bill  stands  passed. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  slate  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  in  the  chair,) 
and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  aniendmenls 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 


the  civil  and  diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1849. 

The  con>mittee  left  off  last  night  at  the  iifty-sixth 
amendment  of  tlie  Senate. 

The  reading  of  the  amendments  was  now  con- 
tinued; some  of  them  were  agreed  to;  others  agreeti 
to  witlv  aniendments;  and  many  rejected. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  their 
action  to  the  House. 

Mr.  VINTON  entered  into  sonrte  explanations 
in  relation  to  some  Indian  claims  which  were  the 
subject  of  discussion  last  night,  when  the  propriety 
of  the  conduct  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indiark 
Affairs  was  called  in  question;  he  exculpated  the 
Commissioner,  and  went  into  some  detail  of  the 
facts  of  the  respective  eposes. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  called  the  attention  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  to  some  amendments  introduced  by  the 
Senate  for  the  payment  of  compensjttion  to  certain 
persons,  among  whom  was  a  Mr.  Dodge,  for  ser- 
vices as  tobacco  agent,  and  a  Mr.  Hogan,  for  ex- 
penses incurred  at  St.  Domingo,  for  wlrose  claims- 
no  vouchers  were  produced. 

A  conversation  ensued  respecting  them,  in  which 
several  gentlemen  took  part, 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  also  went  into  some  elabo- 
rate explanations  of  the  subject-matter  of  debate  of 
last  night,  in  connection  with  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs. 

Explanations  were  also  njade  by  Mr.  DANIEL, 
Mr.  McDowell,  Mr.  TOOMBS,  Mr.  VIN- 
TON, Mr.  R.  W.  THOMPSON,  and  Mr.  ASH- 
MUN,  on  various  subjects. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana,  submitted  &n 
amendment  to  appropriate  $50,000  out  of  the  pat- 
ent fund  for  the  erection  of  an  additional  wing  to 
the  Patent  Office.  The  amendment  was  ruled  to 
be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  oflfei-ed  an  amendment  to  appro- 
priate one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars  for 
the  payment  of  claims  by  the  States  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Maine  for  money  advanced  dining  tha 
war  with  Great  Britain.  It  was  ruled  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  moved  the  previous  ()uestion  ort 
all  the  amendments;  which  was  sustained  by  th& 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  House  take  a  recess  this  day  from  half-past 
three  o'clock  to  half-past  five  o'clock,  p.  m. 

And  the  hour  having  arrived,  the  House  took  a 
recess  till  half-past  five  o'clock,  p.  m. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  civil  and  diplo- 
matic appropriation  bill;  and  the  question  being. 
Will  the  House  agree  to  the  amend menls  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill.'  separate  votes  were  taken,  as 
follows: 

On  agreeing  to  the  49th  amendment,  which  pro- 
vides for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  ship  Macedonian,  on  her  recent  voyage 
to  convey  provisions  from  the  people  of  the  United 
States  to  the  famishing  people  of  Ireland,  under 
the  command  of  Commander  DeKay:  Yeas  98, 
nays  67.     So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.     > 

On  agreeing  to  the  57th  amendment,  which  pro- 
vides for  the  purchase  by  the  Government  of  one 
or  both  of  the  bridges  across  the  eastern  branch  of 
the  Potomac:  Yeas  83,  nays  97.  So  the  House 
refused  to  concur  in  this  amendment. 

On  agreeing  to  the  75th  amendment,  striking  out 
of  the  bill  the  appropriation  for  the  removal  of  the 
obstructions  in  the  Savannah  river:  Yeas  95,  nays 
92,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Atkinson,  Bayly,  Beale,  Bcdinger,  Bing- 
ham, 15iidsall,Bocock,  Bolts,  Bowdon,  Bowlin,  Uoyd,  Urod- 
head,  (Charles  Brown,  Albert  G.  Brown,  Burt,  Ciithcart, 
Chase,  Bi'verly  L.  Clarke,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  U.  W. 
Cobb,  Collins,  Cummins,  Daniel,  Darling,  Diekinson,  Gar- 
iiett  Duncan,  Edsall,  Faran,  Feathersiou,  I'lckliii,  I'rcneh, 
Fulton,  Green,  Grinnell,  Willard  P.  Hall,  llaiiiiiuiiis,  Haral- 
son, Harris,  Henley,  Hill,  George  S.  H(nist(>n,  Cliailes  J. 
Ingersoll,  Iverson,  Jenkins,  Andrew  John.^oii,  Robert  W. 
Johnson,  George  VV.  Jones,  Kaufman,  Keninm,  Sidney 
Lawrence,  l,i;;on,  l.oril,  Lumpkin,  Lvnde,  Maclay,  McClel- 
land,MeCIc  in.iiid,  iMelldwell,  McKav,  McLane,  Job  Mann, 
Meade,  M  ilhr,  IMorris,  !\Inrphv,  Nieoll,  Peaslee,  Peck.  PeUit, 
Phelp-,  I'Mlsbiirv,  Kiehcy,  Uoliinson,  Rnekhill,  Sawyer, 
Simpson,  Smart',  Robert  Smith,  Stanton,  Siaikweullier, 
Cfiarlis  i;.  Si  iiarl.  Strong,  Thomas,  James  Thompson,  Jacob 
Thompson,  Kobcrt  A.  'I'hompson,  William  Thompson, 
Thurston,  Turner,  Van  Dyke,  Venable,  Wallace,  Wick, 
Williams,  and  Woodward — 95. 

NAYS— Messrs.   Abbott,  Ashmun,   Barringer,  Barrow, 
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Blancliard,  Boydori,  Brady,  Buckner,  Butler,  Cabell,  Canhy, 
Chapman,  Ciiiifltnan,  Cocke,  Collainer,  Conger,  Cranston, 
Growell,  Crozier,  Oickey,  Dixon,  Uonncll,  Uuniel  Duncan, 
Dunn,  Eckerl,  Edwards,  Einbreu,  Alexander  Evans,  Nathan 
Evans,  FarreJIy,  Fisher,  Flournoy,  Freedlcj',  Gayle,  Goggin, 
Gott,  Gregory,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  James  G.  Hampton, 
Henry,  Elias  B.  Holmes,  John  W.  Flouston,  Hubbard,  Hud- 
son, Hunt,  Irvin,  John  VV.  Jones,  Kellogg,  Thomas  Butler 
Kin?,  Daniel  P.  Kin<;,  William. T.  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Mc- 
/Ivaine,  Horace  Mann,  Marsh,  Marvin,  Morehead,  Mullin, 
Nelson,  Nes,  Newell,  Outlaw,  Palfrey,  Pendleton,  Pollock, 
Preston,  Putnam,  Reynolds,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Roman, 
-  Eose,  Root,  Kumsey,  St.  John,  Schenck,  Sherrill,  Silvester, 
Slingerland,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Truman  Smith,  Stephens, 
Strohm,  Tallmadge,  Taylor,  John  B.  Thompson,  Toombs, 
Tuck,  Vinton,  Warren,  Wentworth,  and  While— 82. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 
On  agreeing  to  the  80th  amendment,  to  pay  to' 
the  State  of  Virginia  the  amount  recovered  from 
her  by  judgments  obtained  througti  her  own  courts 
for  commutation;  Yeas  101,  nays  79.  So  the 
amendment  was  concurred  in. 

On  agreeing  to  the  82d  amendment,  which  pro- 
vides for  tlie  payment  to  David  Taylor  of  f  12, 800 
for  land  reserved  to  him  under  the  Cherokee  treaty 
of  1835,  and  of  which  he  was  subsequently  de- 
prived: Yeas  63,  nays  109.  So  the  House  refused 
to  concur  in  this  amendment. 

On  agreeing  to  the  85th  amendment,  which  in- 
creases the  appropriation  for  the  survey  of  the 
public  lands  from  $65,000  to  |115,000:  Yeas  91, 
nays  84.     So  this  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

On  agreeing;  to  the  89th  amendment,  which  ap- 
propriates |30,000  for  the  continuation  of  surveys 
and  explorations,  &c.,  in  Oregon  and  California, 
by  J.  C.  Fremont:  Yeas  29,  nays  128.  So  the 
House  refused  to  concur  in  the  amendment. 

On  agreeing  to  the  92d  amendment,  which  allows 
John  Hogan  $1,250  for  services  and  expenditures 
as  political  agent  in  St.  Domingo,  in  the  years  1842 
and  1843:  Yeas  77,  nays  72.  So  the  atnendment 
was  concurred  in. 

On  agreeing  to  the  93d  amendment,  which  pro- 
vides for  paying  JoshuaDodge,  late  special  tobacco 
agent  from  the  United  States  to  the  vgjious  Gov- 
ernments of  Europe,  $4,500,  for  services,  &c.: 
Yeas  96,  nays  71.  So  the  amendment  was  con- 
curied  in. 

The  98th  amendment,  which  provides  for  pay- 
ment to  the  Creek  Indians  of  a  balance  in  the  treas- 
ury of  $142,055  91,  out  of  a  fund  of  $250,000,  a  part 
of  the  proceeds  for  land  ceded  by  said  Indians  to 
the  United  States,  and  set  apart  for  the  payment 
of  claims  of  certain  citizens  of  Georgia,  was  amend- 
ed by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  so  as  to  pro- 
vide that  the  said  sum  of  $142,055  91  shall  remain 
in  the  treasury  as  a  permanent  fund,  to  bear  an 
interest  orsix  per  cent.,  which  interest  is  to  be  an- 
nually devoted  to  the  establishment  and  mainte- 
nance of  schools  in  the  Creek  nation.  This  amend- 
ment, as  amended,  was  concurred  in. 

The  99ih  amendment  of  the  Senate  provides  for 
the  payment  to  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians  of 
$43,33.3  33,  in  satisfaction  of  thirteen  hundred 
Creek  emigrants,  friends  and  followers  of  General 
Mcintosh,  who  were  emigrated  to  the  West  in  1829 
by  Colonel  Crowell;  which  was  amended  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  by  adding  a  proviso  that  the 
recipients  of  the  said  sum  shall  make  proof,  to  the 
'satisfaction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
that  they  have  full  power  to  receive  and  receipt  for 
the  same,  and  also  that  they  shall  first  execute  to 
the  United  States  a  release  in  full  for  principal  and 
interest  on  account  of  the  emigration  of  said  thir- 
teen hundred  Creek  Indians.  This  amendment, 
as  amended,  was  concurred  in. 

The  action  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  other  amendments  of 
Senate  was  then  concurred  in. 

MOBILE  AND  OHIO  RAILROAD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNT,  the  House  proceeded 
to  the  consideration  of  the  business  on  the  Speak- 
er's table,  viz: 

The  Senate  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Alabama 
the  right  of  way  and  a  donation  of  public  land  for 
making  a  railroad  from  Mobile  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Ohio  river,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Ala.,  biiefly  and  warmly 
opposed  the  bill,  and  moved  its  reference  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  obtiiined  the  floor,  and 
yielded  to — 

Mr.  GREEN  who  defended  the  bill,  and  sus- 
tained the  constitutionality  and  the  expediency  of  ■ 
the  proposed  grant. 

Mr.  KING  resumed  the  floor,  and  declining  at 


this  late  hour  to  enter  into  an  advocacy  of  the  bill, 
demanded  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  (question  ordered,  being  first  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Houston  to  refer  the  bill,  which  was  re- 
jected: Yeas  66,  nays  91. 

Mr.  HAMMONS  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table.     Rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  obtained  the  floor, 
and  wished  to  offer  an  amendment,  which  was  ruled 
out  of  order.. 

Mr.  DIXON  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BRODHEAD  moved  that  the  House  ad- 
journ.    Agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
past  ten  o'clock,  p.  m. 

IN  SENATE, 
Thursday,  Jlugust  10,  1848. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  made  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  9th  instant,  in 
relation  to  reclaiming  the  everglades  in  the  State 
of  Florida.  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  CAMERON,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, made  an  elaborate  report;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  YULEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  captors 
of  the  frigate  Philadelphia;  which  was  read  a  first 
time.    , 

Mr.  DAYTON,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  asked  that  the  Committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
William  H.  Rogers. 

Mr.  DAYTON  also  moved  that  the  Committee 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
following  bills,  which  was  agreed  to: 

The  bill  changing  the  places  and  fixing  the  times 
of  holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Vermont. 

The  bill  to  change  the  place  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the  middle  dis- 
trict of  Alabama. 

Also,  from  the  memorial  of  Charles  F.  Sibbald. 
Mr.  HANNEGAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  reported  House  bill  to  surren- 
der to  the  State  of  Indiana  the  Cumberland  road, 
in  the  said  State,  without  amendment,  and  urged 
upon  the  Senate  its  immediate  consideration;  which 
was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  asked  that  the  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
petitions  of  Patrick  Masterson,of  Rebecca  Robe- 
son, and  of  W.  Rail. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
made  an  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  Eliza 
Buchanan. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
asked  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  House  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Catharine  Clarke,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
Mr.  CAMERON  submitted  the  following: 
Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  com- 
municate to  the  Senate  any  information  that  may  be  within 
the  knowledge  of  the  department  in  reference  to  claims 
made  against  the  Cherokees  who  are  parties  to  the  treaty  of 
August  6,  1846,  especially  against  that  portion  of  the  nation 
called  Old  Settlers,  or  Western  Cherokees,  for  services  or 
any  other  aid  and  assistance  rendered  the  said  Cherokees, 
in  the  prosecution  of  theirclaim,  which  resulted  in  the  treaty 
afterwards.  If  such  claims  are  based  on  written  contract^, 
he  is  requested  to  state  whether  the  contracts  were  made 
by  the  duly  authorized  representatives  of  the  Cherokees,  in 
their  national  or  ags:regate  capacity.  Cor  the  benefit  of  those 
who  are  made  recipients  by  the  treaty  in  all  moneys  arising 
out  of  the  settlement  of  their  claims.  And  also  whether, 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  department,  such  contracts 
have  been  fully  and  faithfully  complied  with,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, by  the  other  parties  named  in  them.  And  that  he 
will  communicate  the  evidence  upon  which  he  bases  his 
opinion,  with  any  paper  in  possessi(m  of  the  department 
showing  the  extent  of  the  services  rendered,  and  the  char- 
acter of  the  claims  thus  n)ade  against  the  moneys  which  may 
be  awarded  under  the  treaty  of  August  6,  1846. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  to  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  light-houses,  light-boats,  buoys,  &,c.,  and 
providing  for  the  erection  and  establishment  of  the 
same. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  DAVIS,  the  amendments  of 
the  House  were  concurred  in,  with  the  exception 
of  the  last  amendment,  and  the  House  was  duly 
notified  of  the  fact. 

Mr.  Lewis,  of  Alabama,  was  appointed  on  thfe 
Committee  on  Printing,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Bor- 
land, during  the  recess. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  bill  to  establish 
certain  post  routes,  with  the  amendinents  reported 
thereto;  and,  after  several  amendments  had  been 
adopted — 

REDUCTION  OF  POSTAGE. 
Mr.  NILES  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  insert- 
ing, as  an  additional  section,  the  bill  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads, 
to  reduce  the  rates  of  postage. 

Mr.  NILES  explained  that  a  bill  had  been  re- 
ceived from  the  House  of  Representatives  which 
made  a  greater  reduction  in  the  rates  of  postage 
than  was  jiroposed  by  this  bill.  The  reductions 
in  that  bill  embraced  a  variety  of  features;  but  in 
some  points  it  was  very  objectionable.  The  bill 
now  ofl^ered  as  an  amendment,  was  simple  in  ita 
provisions.  If  any  objection  was  made  to  it,  he 
would  withdraw  it.  But  as  the  session  was  ap- 
proaching its  close,  and  there^ would  be  no  other 
opportunity  to  act  on  the  subject,  he  would  be 
gratified  if  the  Senate  would  take  a  vote  on  the 
proposition. 

Mr.  BORLAND  said  he  was  opposed  to  the 
distinction  made  between  the  transportation  of 
newspapers  within  a  distance  of  thirty  miles  and  • 
those  which  were  transported  fifty  or  sixty  miles. 
The  clause,  as  it  stands,  would  do  very  well  for 
cities,  and  where  the  population  was  dense,  but 
it  would  not  answer  at  all  in  the  remote  parts  of 
the  country,  where  subscribers  live  a  great  dis- 
tance apart. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  proposed  an  amendment  to 
allow  the  transportation  of  country  papers  to  any 
distance,  free  of  postage. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  desired  to  see  all  newspapers 
put  on  the  same  footing,  whether  city  or  country, 
and  without  regard  to  distances.  He  was  opposed 
to  partial  benefits. 

Mr.  BENTON  remarked ,  that  you  might  travel 
in  the  West  some  hundred  miles  without  coming 
to  a  town.  He  thought  there  was  no  equality  in 
the  bill  as  it  stood,  making  as  it  did  an  invidious 
distinction. 

Mr.  CAMERON  referred  to  the  provision  of 
the  bill  which  allowed  the  newspapers  to  pass  free 
in  the  county  where  they  were  published.  The 
daily  papers  published  in  cities  derived  great  ad- 
vantages from  the  introduction  of  steam  power. 
They  made  up  their  weekly  papers  from  the  daily, 
and  circulated  them  with  greater  facility  than  was 
possessed  by  the  country  editors.  He  had  an 
amendment  prepared,  which  he  thought  would 
meet  the  case,  so  as  to  remove  any  objection. 

The  amendment  was  not  submitted,  as  it  was 
decided  to  be  out  of  order  at  this  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said,  there  would  never  be  a  law 
which  did  not  operate  more  hardly  on  one  than  on 
another.  He  looked  to  the  aggregate  good  which 
would  be  effected.  He  went  on  so  speak  of  the 
condition  of  printers,  who  are  proverbially  poor. 
He  never  knew  a  rich  printer.  They  work  harder 
for  nothing  than  any  other  class  of  persons.  Their 
debts  were,  separately,  small,  though  large  in  the 
aggregate,  and  are  so  scattered  over  the  country 
that  they  can  scarcely  ever  be  collected.  He 
thought  this  little  boon  granted  to  them  should  be 
willingly  given. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  also  alluded  to  the  po%ver  of 
the  city  papers  to  put  down  the  country  press. 
He  thought  his  amendment  would  have  the  eftect 
of  sustaining  the  country  papers. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS,  at  this  stage,  called  for  the 
special  order,  being  the  bill  to  establish  a  Territo- 
rial Government  in  Oregon,  but  the  motion  was 
not  sustained. 

Mr.  NILES  stated,  that  the  entire  exemption  of 
papers  from  postage  would  diminish  the  compen- 
sation of  the  small  postmasters,  while  it  would  add 
greatly  to  the  burden  of  business  thrown  upon 
them.  The  tax  of  half  a  cent  would  enable  the 
postmasters  to  defray  the  expense  of  putting  up 
the  paper.s  and  delivering  them. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  renewed  his  call  for  the  special 
order,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered. 
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The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as  fol- 
lows : 

YEAS — Messrs.  Allrn,  Baldwin,  Benton,  Bradbury, 
Bri'csf,  Blight,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dayton, 
Div,  DofK'e,  Douglas,  Downs,  Fclcli,  Fitzfjerakl,  Greene, 
Halt^,  Houston,  Johii.-on  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Gt'or^in, 
Lewis,  Mason,  Millir,  Plielp~.  Upliain,  arul  VVehster — 26. 

iV AYS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Ba(i'j;(!r,  Bell,  Berrien,  Borland, 
Bntl<-r,  Calhoun,  Canteron,  Footo,  Hamlin,  Haniiegan,  Hun- 
ter, Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King,  M:in>;ain,  Metcalfe,  Niles, 
Pearce,  Si-hasiian,  Sprunnce,  Sturgeon,  Turiiey,  Under- 
wood, and  Vulee — -24. 

OREGON. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  establish  a  Territorial  Government  in 
Oregon. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Un- 
BERwooD,  to  strike  out,  in  page  seventeen,  line  one, 
the  words,  "  thirty  six  degrees  and  thirty  minutes," 
and  inserting  "t'orty-two;"  and  also  the  words, 
"usually  known  as  the  iVIissouri  compromise" — 

Mr.  WEBSTER  addressed  the  Senate.  He 
admitted  the  propriety  of  the  establishment  of  a 
Territorial  Government  in  Oregon,  and  he  was 
willing  to  vote  for  this  bill  as  it  came  from  the 
House.  If  amended  as  now  proposed,  he  would 
not  be  able  to  vote  for  it.  He  recited  the  words 
of  the  section,  and  said,  the  amendment  propo.sed 
gave  a  reason  for  the  application  of  the  principle 
gftheortlinance  of  1787  to  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 
When  a  single  reason  was  given  for  any  act,  it  was 
intended  to  be  inferred  that  there  were  no  other 
reasons.  The  Territory  of  Oregon  was  above  the 
line  of  the  Missouri  compromise.  His  objection 
to  slavery  was  irrespective  of  lines  and  points  of 
latitude:  it  look  in  the  whole  country,  and  the 
whole  question.  He  was  opposed  to  it  in  every 
shape,  and  in  every  qualification;  and  was  against 
any  compromise  of  the  question. 

As  to  California  and  New  Mexico,  he  said  it 
was  easy  to  foresee  to  what  the  acquisition  of  this 
Territory  would  lead.  He  wished  it  were  as  easy 
to  .S'je  that  there  would  lie  a  harmonious  conclusion 
of  the  matter.  He  congratulated  himself  that  he 
had  taken  no  part  in  the  late  war,  except  to  oppose 
its  commencement  with  all  his  might,  and  at  the 
close  to  oppose  the  treaty  with  all  his  might.  He 
believed  the  war  itself  to  be  a  calamity.  He  looked 
on  the  treaty  by  which  it  had  been  concluded  as  a 
calamity,  and  he  greatly  feared  that  the  treaty 
would  turn  out  to  be  the  most  permanent  calainity. 

Mr.  BUTLER  contended  that  the  establishment 
of  governments  in  the  Territories  of  California  and 
New  Mexico,  ought  to  have  been  embraced  in  this 
Oregon  bill.  He  disapproved  of  this  policy  of  giv- 
ing especial  protection  to  the  Territories  north  of 
the  Missouri  line  of  compromise,  and  giving  to  the 
North  all  that  valuable  portion  of  the  Union.  The 
resolutions  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  which  were 
referred  to  Ihe  other  day  by  a  Senator  from  that 
Slate,  [Mr.  Mason,]  had  been  responded  to  by  all 
the  southern  States  of  the  Union.  He  thought 
States  should  never  pass  resolutions  until  they  were 
sure  that  the  citizens  would  sustain  them.  He  would 
tell  the  Senate  that  his  advice  to  his  constituents 
would  be,  to  go  to  these  new  Territories  with  arms 
in  their  hands;  to  go  as  armed  communities,  and 
take  possession  of  the  lands  which  they  had  helped 
to  acquire,  and  see  who  would  attempt  to  dispos- 
sess them.  Would  the  military  force  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shooldowii  the  ploughman  atliis  plough.' 
So  help  him  God,  he  would  so  advise  his  constitu- 
ents, to  take  with  them  their  property  there,  and 
S'Jlile  at  all  hazards.  He  was  willing,  had  the  com- 
promise bill  passed,  to  bow  to  it,  and  if  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Supreme  Court  should  have  been  ad- 
verse to  his  opinions,  he  would  submit  to  it.  But 
that  bill  hi\(i  been  not  only  rejected  by  the  House 
of  Repreyentniivcs,  but  it  had  been  treated  with  so 
little  respect,  that  he  felt  it  due  to  himself  and  to 
the  South  to  let  their  position  be  well  understood. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  bill. 

He  had  alway.s  opposed  a  war  of  conquest  and 
aggrandizement,  for  he  had  foreseen  that  our  tri- 
umphs would  turn  out  to  be  apples  of  discord  from 
which  serious  evils  would  result.  He  should  now 
take  his  position,  and  let  Congress  make  what  laws 
they  may ,  he  would  advise  his  constituents  to  assert 
their  rights  with  arms  in  their  hands,  and  take 
possession  of  the  land.  The  subtleties  and  soph- 
isms of  the  laws  of  nations  would  be  feeble  bar- 
riers to  the  spirit  which  would  show  itself  in  the 
"South.  He  would  go  home  and  tell  his  constitu- 
ents these  views,  and  ho  trusted  he  had  not  so 
much  infirmity  as  to  shrink  from  carrying  them 
uiio  efrect.    Times  and  circum.^iances  had  changsd 
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the  character  of  this  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a 
Territory  in  Oregon  from  what  it  was  two  years 
ago.  Then  it  was  comparatively  innocent;  now 
he  regarded  it  as  a  masked  battery,  from  behind 
which  the  institutions  of  the  South  were  tcTIie  as- 
sailed with  a  firm  determination  to  subdue  them. 
The  South  would  not  fear  a  contest.  She  was  ready 
to  meet  her  opponents  in  a  fair  and  open  man- 
ner, but  she  would  rise  indignant  against  these 
covert  attacks.  He  was  ready  to  embark  in  the 
boat  with  his  State,  and  to  trust  it  to  the  care  of 
Heaven.  So  beautifully  are  the  elements  of  our 
Government  arranged,  that  they  scarcely  require 
the  agency  of  man  to  secure  their  harmonious  and 
permanent  progress.  But  the  act  of  man  could  per- 
vert and  destroy  these  tendencies,  and  produce 
discord  and  confusion. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS,  desiring  to  have  the  bill  placed 
in  a  proper  shape,  would  not  make  any  remarks  in 
this  stage. 

Mr.  Hale  then  made  some  observations,  re- 
ferring to  the  history  of  the  Texas  annexation 
and  the  Oregon  question  in  connection  with  it.  At 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  Texas  resolution, 
the  Oregon  question  was  introduced, and  a  motion 
was  made  to  attach  it  to  the  Texas  bill.  The 
mover  did  not  withdraw  his  motion,  and  the  Ore- 
gon feature  was  sustained  by  a  large  majority. 
The  two  South  Carolina  Senators  voted  against 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  the  Senate,  and  thus 
defeated  it;  and  when  he  coupled  this  with  a  dec- 
laration of  a  South  Carolina  Representative  in  the 
House,  that  if  the  clause  prohibiting  the  introduc- 
tion of  slavery  in  Oregon  prevailed,  it  would  be 
defeated  in  the  Senate, — when  he  put  these  facts 
together,  they  appeared  to  him  to  be  indicative  of  an 
understood  and  concocted  agreement.  He  spoke 
of  the  course  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
and  was  about  to  remark  on  his  manner,  ivhen — 

Mr.  BUTLER  explained  that  the  proceedings 
of  the  South  Carolinians  were  marked  as  much  by 
moderation  and  calmness  as  by  determination. 

Mr.  HALE  resumed.  They  were  doubtless  as 
much  marked  by  moderation  and  calmness  as  was 
the  course  of  their  Senators  here;  and  if  this  was 
moderation  and  calmness,  he  would  like  to  know 
what  was  heat  and  intemperance.  We  are  told 
that  if  we  do  not  yield  to  their  wishes,  they  will 
resist  to  blood. 

Mr.  BUTLER  did  not  say  that  it  would  be  so, 
but  that  he  would  give  his  advice  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  HALE  said,  if  the  voice  of  the  Senator  went 
deep  into  the  hearts  of  his  constituents,  he  might 
produce  much  mischief. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  withdrew  his  proposition 
to  amend,  as  he  perceived  the  sense  of  the  Senate 
was  against  it. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  amendment 
as  reported  by  the  Committee — 

M  r.  CALHOUN  said  he  should  vote  against  the 
amendment,  because  he  regarded  it  as  ambiguous, 
and  he  was  against  all  ambiguity.  Again,  he  op- 
posed it  because  the  North  could  not  be  more  de- 
termined to  exclude  the  South  than  he  was  to  resist 
such  exclusion.  He  would  be  as  firm  in  maintain- 
ing his  ground  as  Northern  Senators  were  in  main- 
taining theirs.  A  majority  would  always  be  able 
to  carry  their  views;  but  here  a  minority,  aided  by 
a  few  from  the  majority,  attempted  to  impose  on 
the  South  restrictions  which  could  not  be  submit- 
ted to. 

This  question,  in  his  opinion,  would  never  heal 
itself;  that  it  must  go  through,  and  that  the  sooner 
it  is  met  the  better.  He  believed  the  question  would 
never  heal  or  be  terminated  here.  In  the  body 
politic,  as  well  as  in  the  natural  body,  there  are 
diseases  which,  if  not  timely  checked,  must  end 
fatally.  There  is  an  im[)ression  here  that  slavery 
is  sinful.  This  was  not  rashly  asserted  by  him,  as 
he  had  resided  some  time  in  New  England,  and  had 
then  become  convinced  that  it  would  lead  to  serious 
evils.  How  it  came  up  here,  he  would  not  now 
stop  to  examine.  This  Government  had  assumed 
a  consolidating  tendency,  and  this  has  produced 
a  perversion  of  feeling  and  of  policy,  of  which  the 
course  now  pursued  in  relation  to  the  South  is  one 
of  the  effects.  The  country  is  now  agitated  through- 
out; and  there  are  political  circumstances  which 
will  prevent  this  excitement  from  dying  out.  The 
conviction  of  the  sinfulness  of  slavery  in  the  North 
will  keep  this  excitement  from  subsiding. 

He  then  adverted  to  the  influence  of  this  ques- 
tion on  the  pending  Presidential  election,  ami  the 
eflecla  it  must  exert  on  the  vole  of  the  South.  Each 


party  will  try  to  keep  this  question^  separate,  to- 
keep  the  people  in  the  dark,  and  to  suppress  the 
discussion  of  it,  lest  it  might  result  in  injury.  He 
intimated  that  the  South  must  naturally  incline  to- 
yield  to  the  North;  and  touched  upon  the  sugges- 
tions made  by  the  Southern  delegations  as  to  the 
course  to  be  pursued  to  put  down  abolition.  A  dif- 
ference of  opinion  arising  between  the  members,, 
the  course  adopted  by  the  House  in  the  reception- 
of  abolition  petitions  had  led  to  constant  discord 
and  uproar,  while  in  the  Senate  only  one  petitions 
on  the  subject  had  ever  been  presented  there  with- 
out the  question  of  reception  being  called. 

He  referred  to  the  insurrections  of  the  slaves  in 
the  West  India  Islands;  and  the  same  spirit,  though 
suppressed,  exists  here.  He  dreaded  the  result 
which  would  follow,  if  the  same  spirit  which  now 
animated  the  North  should  continue  to  grow  and 
spread.  He  feared  that  the  eflfect  of  this  growing 
spirit  was  felt  in  this  Senate,  where  the  compro- 
mise bill  was  introduced  and  passed;  yet,  when  it 
was  rejected  in  the  House,  and  this  bill  relating  to- 
Oregon  came  here,  not  one  of  those  Northern  Sen- 
ators who^were  friendly  to  th«t  compromise  ven- 
tured to  movean  amendment  by  attaching  the  com- 
promise bill  to  this  Oregon  bill.  He  referred  to  the 
positions  taken  by  the  South  and  the  North  on  the 
slave  question.  The  latter  had  been  unable  to  meet 
thearguments  of  the  Southern  Senators,  and  turned 
out  of  the  direct  course  to  discuss  the  question 
of  the  extension  of  territory,  which  was  not  con- 
nected with  the  subject,  and  was  not  advocated  by 
a  single  representative  from  his  State.  He  would- 
now  tell  the  people  of  the  South  that  they  can  never 
settle  this  question  until  they  take  it  into  their  own 
hands.  It  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  assert  novir 
his  regard  for  the  Union.  His  whole  life  was  suf- 
ficiently known.  His  time,  his  mind,  and  all  his 
energies  had  been  given  to  it;  and  he  made  a  solemn 
appeal  to  the  Senate  not, -by  their  own  hands,  to 
destroy  this  glorious  fabric  of  our  Constitution. 
He  believed,  if  the  great  struggle  should  come,  the 
calamity  will  not  fall  the  heaviest  on  the  South. 
In  the  North  the  divisions  were  so  numerous  as  to- 
keep  the  people  distracted  and  disunited,  while  in- 
the  South  all  are  united.  He  admitted  that  the 
South  was  poor  in  comparison  with  the  North;  but 
if  slavery  had  impoverished  the  South,  had  it  im- 
poverished the  North.'  Slavery  had  benefited  alf 
mankind — all  countries  but  the  South.  Slavery- 
like the  waters  of  the  Nile,  had  spread  its  fertili- 
zing influences  over  all  the  world.  It  had  benefited 
all  but  the  Southern  planter,  who  h.ad  been  the- 
tutor,  the  friend, as  well  as  the  master,  of  the  slave^ 
and  had  raised  him  up  to  civilization.  And  the 
South  had  made  great  concessions  to  the  North  for 
the  purpose  of  cementing  the  Union. 

Mr.  MANGUM  said  he  should  vote  for  the 
amendment,  because  he  regarded  it  as  a  modifica- 
tion; but  whether  it  prevailed  or  not,  he  shoujd 
vote  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  NILES  said  the  whole  course  of  the  South 
had  in  view  the  extension  of  slavery.  He  denied 
that  the  South  had  been  weakened,  and  compelled 
to  make  concessions  to  the  North.  The  compro- 
mise bill  was  no  concession  of  the  South,  even  in 
the  opinions  of  southern  men  themselves,  and  cer- 
tainly it  was  not  so  in  the  general  estimation  of 
the  country.  He  complained  that  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  had  traced  the  present  crisis  to  a 
wrong  cause,  when  he  attributed  it  to  the  abolition- 
ists of  the  North.  The  real  fact  is,  that  it  springs 
from  the  opposition  made  by  the  free  States  to  the 
southern  policy  of  extending  the  institution  of 
slavery  over  the  new  Territories.  This  is  resisted 
by  the  free  States,  and  they  are  prepared  to  resist 
it  to  the  last.  They  think  the  slave  power  strong 
enough,  and  they  will  oppose  every  effort  to  ex- 
tend slavery  over  the  continent.  The  movement 
of  the  Nortli-was  forced  upon  them,  by  the  attempt 
to  mix  up  this  slavery  question  with  the  politics 
of  the  country.  It  had  been  given  out  by  the 
South  that  no  candidate  for  the  Presidency  should 
be  supported  there  who  did  not  pledge  himself 
against  the  Wilmot  proviso.  Now,  when  this 
course  was  taken,  it  was  incumbent  on  the  North 
to  make  a  counteracting  movement. 

Mr.  BUTLER  said  the  South  did  not  take  this 
course  until  ten  of  the  northern  States  had  pledged 
themselves  in  an  opposite  manner. 

Mr.  NILES  admitted  that  this  was  true.  But 
here  was  the  distinction:  the  northern  States  mere- 
ly asserted  their  opinions  as  a  principle,  while  the 
South  follow  up  their  pledge  by  an  awful  threat  of 
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nullification  if  their  wishes  are  not  complied  with. 
'The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  had  spoken  of 
his  attachment  to  the  Union,  and  declared  he 
would  make  a  struo:gle  to  preserve  it;  and  then  he 
-said  they  must  take  the  matter  into  their  own 
hands — meaning  the  slaveholders.  They  were  to 
take  charge  of  the  Union.  He  preferred  doing  it 
in  the  usual  way,  through  the  legitimate  medium, 
«nd  this  be  presumed  would  be  the  ^neral  im- 
pression. He  had  no  fears  for  the  Union.  It  has 
strength  enough  to  resist  any  collisions.  The  ques- 
tion, if  not  settled  by  Co'ngress,  will  finally  settle 
itself.     H«  would  vote  against  the  proposition. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  and  Mr.  NILES  mutually  ex- 
plained on  the  subject  of  the  existence  of  slavery 
in  Texas  at  the  time  of  annexation. 

Mr.  METCALFE  then  expressed  his  intention 
to  vote  for  the  bill,  whether  it  contained  the  com- 
promise or  not.  He  stated,  that  like  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts,  he  had  been  opposed  to  the 
war,  and  if  he  did  not  oppose  the  treaty,  forsooth, 
it  was  because  it  was  the  best  we  could  do — bad 
enough,  it  is  true — but  there  was  no  alternative. 
He  thought  it  would  now  be  the  best  thing  we 
could  do,  if  we  could  give  back  the  whole /of  this 
new  territory,  and  take  again  our  fifteen  or  eighteen 
millions  which  we  have  to  pay  for  it.  Kentucky, 
while  she  stretched  out  one  arm  to  the  North, 
"tvould  Bot  v/ithdraw  her  other  hatid  from  the 
South.  She  thought  the  South  was  now  in  the 
right;  but  he  believed  that  the  North  would,  in  the 
hour  of  need,  act  generously;  and  that  the  Union 
would  not  be  endangered.  The  honorable  Sen- 
ator, who  had  uttered  once  the  noble  sentiment — 
*'  Union  now  and  forever" — would  himself  stand 
by  the  South  in  the  time  of  need;  and  he  did  not 
believe  that  the  South  would  take  the  matter  into 
their  hands.  He  said  the  sons  of  the  South  came 
■into  Kentucky  and  stole  away  their  daughters  and 
cousins,  and  Kentucky  sent  her  boys,  by  way  of 
retaliation,  to  steal  the  southern  girls;  and  while 
this  game  was  fairly  played,  it  was  idle  to  talk  of 
disunion. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  made  some  re- 
iriarks  in  reply  to  what  had  fallen  from  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts,  in  the  course  of  which 
he  stated,  that  if  the  North  had  come  to  a  fixed 
determination  to  prevent  the  South  by  legislation 
from  carrying  their  slaves  into  the  new  Territories, 
the  States  could  remain  together  no  longer.  This 
he  stated,  not  as  his  individual  opinion,  but  as  the 
sentiment  of  the  South.  He  believed  in  the  ex- 
istence of  the  power  in  Congress  to  pass  a  law  to 
prohibit  slavery,  and  if  such  a  law  were  presented 
•to  the  Supreme  Court  for  a  decision  on  its  consti- 
tutionality, it  would  be  in  favor  of  the  law.  As  a 
judicial  question-,  the  decision  would  be  against 
the  protection  of  the  South, 

In  reference  to  the  annexation  of  Texas,  he 
stated  that  it  was  advocated  by  Senators  from  the 
•northern  Slates  as  advantageous  to  the  North  on 
account  of  the  market  which  it  would  open  for  their 
manufactures;  and  he  adverted  to  the  fact  that 
some  of  the  Senators  had  been  induced  to  vote  for 
it  by  the  promise  of  the  President,  that  he  would 
act  upon  the  alternative  proposition. 

He  liad  voted  for  the  compromise  bill,  because 
he  thought  it  the  only  mode  of  settling  the  ques- 
tion, 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  only  ^poke  for  him- 
self; he  did  not  speak  for  the  North.  He  did  not 
linow  what  the  North  is,  or  where  the  North  is. 
He  had  been  among  the  earliest  to  oppose  acqui- 
45iiions  of  foreign  territory.  He  referred  to  the 
maxim  of  Lord  Bacon — that  the  best  way  to  avoid 
any  domestic  disputes  or  difficulties,  was  to  avoid 
the  occasion  for  them;  and  said,  that  in  accordance 
with  this  maxim,  he  (Mr.  W.)  had  always  op- 
posed the  acquisition  of  foreign  territory.  There 
were  wiser  heads  than  Lord  Bacon's  now.  There 
are  persons  who  will  provoke  occasions,  or  cer- 
tainly will  meet  them  and  adopt  circumstances, 
as  they  may  arise.  He  then  referred  to  the  course 
of  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina, and  went  on  to  show  that  there  was  no  con- 
stitutional authority  for  the  acquisition  of  foreign 
territory,  and  that  no  one  had  pretended  to  show 
any  constitutional  warrant  for  the  power  exercised 
by  Congress,  without  the  consent  of  the  States,  to 
make  laws  for  Territories  which  never  came  within 
the  contemplation  of  the  Constitution  or  its  framers. 
He  enumerated  the  difficulties  in  which  this  acqui- 
sition of  territory  had  plunged  us.  He  was  not 
apprehensive  of  any  disunion.     He  never  contem- 


plated its  possibility.  He  was  not  one  of  those 
who  accustom  themselves  to  speak  of  such  a  con- 
tingency. An  earthquake  may  come,  a  volcano 
may  burst  forth;  but  human  foresight  can  do 
nothings  to  prevent  such  calamities.  So  the  disso- 
lution of  the  Union  is  among  those  possible  calam- 
ities; but  what  could  human  wisdom  do  to  further, 
in  advance  of  it,  the  happiness  of  the  human  race? 
He  believed  there  was  a  disposition  everywhere 
to  support  the  Union,  and  that  five  out  of  six  of 
our  citizens  would  be  glad  to  give  back  the  new 
Territories  we  have  acquired. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  made  a  few  remarks,  for  the 
purpose  of  inducing  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts to  review  his  legal  opinion  as  to  the  absence 
of  all  power  in  the  Constitution  for  the  acquisition 
of  foreign  territory.  He  assigned  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  difi'er  from  these  opinions. 

Mr.  FOOTE  said  he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  put- 
ting an  end  to  the  debate.  He  saw  no  probability 
of  proper  deliberation  being  given  to  this  bill  at 
this  late  period  of  the  session.  Several  amend- 
ments had  been  offered,  among  them,  one  of  his 
own,  and  several  Senators  were  very  anxious  to  be 
heard  on  this  subject.  He  did  not  see  any  possi- 
bility of  deciding  the  question  al  this  session.  He 
admitted  the  pressing  occasion  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  government  in  Oregon;  but  he  thought, 
that  as  it  was  so  short  an  interval  until  the  next 
session,  no  great  injury  could  result  from  the  de- 
lay. He  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  but 
withdrew  it,  on  the  pledge  that  it  would  be  re- 
newed by 

,  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia,  who  said  that  the 
South  honestly  held  the  opinion  that  Congress  has 
no  power  to  prohibit  slavery.  He  believed  the 
contrary  opinion  was  entertained  with  equal  hon- 
esty in  the  North.-  If  the  North,  having  the  ma- 
jority, insist  on  exercising  the  power,  what  can 
follow  but  the  degradation  of  the  South,  or  the 
dissolution  of  the  Union?  The  only  remedy  was 
a  just  and  honorable  compromise.  If  the  Missouri 
compromise  was  offered  to  the  South  in  the  spirit 
in  which  it  was  offered  in  1820,  she  would  accept 
it.  He  desired  to  know  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Territories  whether  the  Missouri 
compromise  in  the  bill  was  tendered  in  the  spirit 
in  which  it  was  offered  in  1820? 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  replied  in  the  affirmative.  He 
made  a  few  remarks  in  explanation  of  his  own 
course.  He  gave  his  own  opinion  in  the  affirma- 
tive, but  said  that  was  not  the  understanding  of 
the  committee. 

Mr.  FOOTE  renewed  his  motion  to  lay  the. bill 
on  the  table.  "" 

The  Senate  then  took  a  recess  until  half-past  five 
o'clock.  

NIGHT   SESSION. 

The  question  pending  when  the  Senate  took  a 
recess  was  the  motion  of  Mr._FooTE  to  lay  the 
Oregon  bill  on  the  table.  The  question  was  taken 
by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  negative; 
yeas  15,  nays  36,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Berrien,  Borland,  But- 
ler, Foote,  Hunter,  Johnson  ot  Geor<;ia,  King,  Lewis,  Pearce, 
Sebastian,  Turney,  Westcoit,  and  Yulee — 15. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Baldwin,  Benton,  Biad- 
burj',  Breese,  Bright,  Clarke,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massacliu- 
setts,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Dodge, 
Douglas,  Downs,  Felch,  Fitzgerald,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin, 
Hanneguii,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  John.son  of  Lou- 
isiana, Mason,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Niles,  Phelps,  Spruance, 
Underwood,  Uphain,  Walker,  and  Webster — 3i3. 

A  debate  then  ensued  which  was  kept  up  with 
great  spirit  until  near  10  o'clock,  in  which  Messrs. 
HUNTER,  KING,  FOOTE,  DOUGLAS,  MA- 
SON,WEBSTER,BERRIEN,  WALKER,  BUT- 
LER, CALHOUN,  BRIGHT,  DICKINSON, 
METCALFE,  UNDERWOOD,  DAVIS  of  Mis- 
sissippi, HANNEGAN,  and  others,  partici()ated. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  read  the' follow- 
ing amendment,  which  he  proposed  to  offer,  and 
wliich  he  explained  in  a  few  words.  He  subse- 
quently declined  to  ofler  it: 

To  add  the  following  section  : 

Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  all  that  portion  of  terri- 
tory delineated  as  California  ami  New  Mexico  on  Distnrnnll's 
Map  of  Me.vico,  a  copy  of  which  map  was  added  to  the  late 
treaty  of  Guadalupe  Hidalgo  botween  the  Unilfd  ytatesand 
Mexico,  shall  he  divided  by  an  east  and  west  line,  and  con- 
stitute two  distinctTerritorial  Governments.  The  northern 
portion  of  said  Teritory  of  California  and  New  Mexico  shall 
be  known  and  styled  A^orWi  Calilornia,  the  southern  portion 
of  said  Territory  shall  be  known  and  styled  SouWi.  Califor- 
nia. The  dividing  line  betweiwi  them  shall  be  the  parallel 
of  yiij  degrees  north  latitude,  {from  the  Rio  Grande  to  the 
Pacilic,)  commonly  known  ns  the  Missouri  coniproniise  line. 


In  said  Territory  of  North  California,  slavery  or  involuntary 
servitade  (except  for  crime)  shall  be  prohibited.  In  said 
Territory  of  South  California,  slavery  may  exist  or  not,  as 
the  people  of  said  Territory  in  fornnng  their  constitution 
may  direct.  Both  said  Territories  of  North  and  South  Cal- 
ifornia shall  be  organized  in  every  other  respect  as  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Oregon  is  provided  to  be  organized  by  this  act. 

Mr.   DOWNS  proposed   the   following   as    an 
amendment,  but  subsequently  withdrew   it,  after  • 
some  remarks: 

At  the  end  of  the  bill,  add  all  that  part  of  the  hill  (S.  324) 
to  establish  the  Territorial  Governments  of  Oregon,  Cal- 
ifornia, and  New  Mexico,  after  the  twentieth  section,  with 
the  following  amendments: 

Page  seventeen,  section  twenty-one,  line  three,  strike  out 
the  words  "called  Upper  California,"  and  after  the  word 
"forty-eight"  in  the  seventh  line,  insert  "lying  north  of 
thirty-six  degrees  thirty  minutes  north  latitude." 

Page  twenty-two,  section  twenty-six,  line  ten,  strike  out 
the  words  "or  respecting  slavery,"  and  insert  in  lieu  of  them 
"and  in  said  Territory  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude  (ex- 
cept for  crime)  shall  be  prohibited." 

Page  twenty-four,  section  twenty-eight,  line  three,  strike 
out  the  words  "called  New  Mexico,"  and  in  the  seventh 
line,  after  the  word  "  forfeiture,"  insert  "lying  south  of  the 
said  line  of  thirtj'-six  degrees  thirty  minutes  north  latitude, 
commonly  called  the  Missouri  compromise  line." 

Page  thirty,  section  thirty-three,  line  nine,  strike  out  the 
words  <•  or  respecting  slavery,"  and  insert  in  lieu  of  them, 
after  "residents,"  in  line  fourteen,  "and  the  said  Territory 
of  New  Mexico  shall  stand  in  all  respects,  in  regard  to  sla- 
very, on  the  same  footing  as  did  the  Territory  of  Louisiana 
at  the  time  of  its  cession  to  the  United  States." 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  aniend- 
ment  of  the  Committee  on  the  Territories  to 
insert  the  words:  "That  inasmuch  as  the  said 
Territory  is  north  of  the  parallel  of  36°  30'  of 
north  latitude,  usually  known  as  the  Missouri 
compromise,"  &c.,  with  the  understanding  that 
in  case  the  above  amendment  of  the  commit- 
tee should  be  voted  down,  the  question  should 
be  taken  on  the  amendment  sent  to  the  Chair  by  Mr. 
DotTGLAs,  embracing  the  Missouri  compromise. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  called,  the  ques- 
tion-was decided  as  follows: 
YEAS— Messrs.  Bright  and  Douglas— 2. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherion,  Badger,  Bald- 
win, Bell,  Benton,  Berrien,  Borland,  Bradbury,  Krees«, 
Butler,  Calhoun,  Cameron,  Clarke,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dayton,  Dickinson,  Dix, 
Dodge,  Downs,  Felch,  Fitzgerald,  Foote,  Greene,  Hale, 
Hamlin,  Hanne^an,  Houston,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Maryland, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis,* 
Mangum,  Mason,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Niles,  Pearce,  Phelps, 
Sebastian,  Spruance,  Turney,  Underwood,  Upham,  Walker, 
Webster,  and  Westcott— 52. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
ei->ibracing  the  Missouri  compromise,  and  it  was 
decided  as  follows: 

YTDAS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Bell,  Benton,  Berrien, 
Borland,  Bright,  Butler,  Calhoun",  Cameron,  Davis  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Dickinson,  Douglas,  Downs,  Fitzgerald,  Foote, 
Hannegan,  Houston,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson 
of  Louisiana,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  Mangum, 
Mason,  Metcalfe,  Pearce,  Sebastian,  Spruance,  Sturgeon, 
Turney,  and  Underwood — 33. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Baldwin,  Bradbury, 
Breese,  Clarke,  Corwin,  Davis  of  ^(assachusetts,  Dayton, 
Dix,  Dodge,  Felch,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Miller,  Niles, 
Phelps,  Upham,  Walker,  and  Webster— 21. 

The  Other  amendments  of  the  committee,  striking 
out  the  limitation  on  the  mileage  of  the  delegate, 
and  inserting  "  Puget's  Sound"  instead  of.  jVis- 
qually,  were  adopted. 

The  question  was  about  to  be  taken  on  the  en- 
grossment, when — 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  moved  to  strike 
out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  the  bill 
which  had  passed  the  Senate  and  been  laid  on  the 
table  by  the  House;  but,  on  the  urgent  appeal  of 
Messrs.  BERRIEN,  METCALFE,  and  other 
Senators  round  him,  he  withdrew  it. 

And  the  question  was  taken  on  the  engrossment, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Bell,  Benton,  Berrien, 
Borland,  Breese,  Bright,  Butler,Caineron,  Clayton,  Davis  of 
Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Douglas,  Downs,  Fitzgerald,  Han- 
negan, Houston,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  Johnscm  of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  Mangum, 
Mason,  Metcalfe,  Pearce,  Sebastian,  Spruance,  Sturgeon, 
Turney,  and  Underwood — 33. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Baldwin,  Bradburj, 
Calhoun,  Clarke,  Corwin,  Davis  of  i-Ma.-sarhnsiris,  Dayton, 
Dix,  Dodge,  Felch,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Miller,  Niles, 
Phelps,  UphamnValker,  Webster,  and  Wesicolt— 22. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 
The  Senate  adjourned. 

.HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  ^Kgiwi  11,  1848. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  House  ycstei-day  agreed  to 
thcameiidmentof  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of  the  House 
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to  change  the  time  of  lioldino;  ihe  district  courts  of 
the  United  States  in  the  western  district  of  Virginia, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

After  some  conversation  between  Messrs.  JONES, 
MEADE,  and  others- 
Mr.  MEADE  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table;  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  taken,  and  resulted:  Yeas  67,  nays  86. 
The  motion  not  being  agreed  to — 
Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  the 
previous  question,  which  was  seconded; and,  under 
the  operation  thereof,  the  vote  by  which  the  House 
concurred  in  the  Senate's  amendment  was  recon- 
Bidered. 

The  question  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  said  bill;  and,  being  put, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  under  the  operation 
of  the  previous  que.stion. 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur  with  the  Senate 
in  their  amendment  to  the  said  bill. 

MOBILE  AND  OHIO  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  granting  to 
the  State  of  Alabama  the  right  of  way  and  a  dona- 
tion of  public  lands  for  making  a  railroad  from 
Mobile  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  river  was  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time;  and,  after  making  a  few 
remarks  in  support  of  his  motion,  Mr.  R.  moved 
the  previous  question  on  the  motion  to  reconsider, 
which  was  not  seconded. 

Mr.  VINTON  hoped  the  bill  would  be  further 
amended,  by  adding  further  guards  to  prevent 
abuses  that  would  necessarily  follow  its  passage 
in  its  present  shape.  The  land  granted  here  was 
not  to  be  located  on  the  line  of  the  proposed  road, 
nor  even  in  the  State  where  it  lay,  but  might 
be  laid  in  any  of  the  States  of  the  Union.  It 
was  given  in  advance  for  a  work  not  commenced, 
and  was  to  be  granted  to  a  State  for  the  benefit  of 
a  private  corporation.  There  was  no  proviso  in 
the  bill  to  prevent  these  lands  being  sold  at  any 
price  they  chose  to  set  upon  them,  and  this  might 
be  fixed  so  low  as  effectually  to  prevent  all  sales  of 
the  public  lands  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  granted 
4and.  And  if  this  bill  succeeded,  similar  grants 
would  be  applied  for  all  over  the  new  States,  and 
thus  that  great  branch  of  the  public  revenue  arising 
from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  would  be  dried 
up.  Then  how  could  the  country  discharge  its 
obligations  to  the  public  creditor?  It'would  oper- 
ate to  introduce  a  new  and  very  injurious  system 
into  our  land  system,  and  raise  such  a  clamor  in 
the  West  that  the  Government  would  be  obliged 
to  buy  back  the  lands  granted. 

Mr.  TOMPKINS  spoke  in  reply.  As  to  the  lib- 
erty to  locate  the  lands  in  all  parts  of  the  Union, 
the  friends  of  the  bill  were  willing  and  ready  to 
insert  a  guard  to  confine  it  to  tlie  tieighborhood  of 
the  roads.  The  objection  that  the  work  was  not 
in  progress  had  not  been  urged  in  the  case  of  the 
gentleman's  State,  which  had  obtained  grants  of 
land  for  works  not  begun;  but  he  was  mistaken  in 
the  fiTct,  for  the-se  works  were  actually  commenced 
and  in  progress.  Nor  was  the  grant  to  inure  to 
private  corporations;  but  some  of  these  roads  were 
made  and  owned  by  the  State,  and  the  grant  was 
asked  for  by  State  Legislatures  for  the  States  con- 
cerned. In  reply  to  the  objection  that  the  bill 
would  stop  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  the  lands 
now  were  not  saleable,  and,  unless  these  roads  were 
opened,  never  would  be.  He  denied  that  there 
would  be  any  clamor.  On  one  of  the  roads,  one 
hiuidred  and  forty  miles  in  length,  there  were  not 
forty  miles  of  public  lands.  The  lands  were  thin 
and  poor,  and  were  valuable  chiefly  on  account  of 
timber.  The  Government  gave  away  nothing,  and 
might  get  much  in  the  end.  But,  if  it  got  nothing, 
the  wealth  of  a  country  consisted  in  productive  in- 
dustry, and  the  bill  would  turn  a  barren  waste  into 
a  settled  and  happy  region.  The  opposite  policy 
was  that  of  a  narrow-minded  miser.  As  to  its 
being  a  new  system,  the  geiulcmnn  inade  no  such 
cry  when  Ohio  got  a  million  and  a  half  of  the  pub- 
lic lands;  but  now  that  she  was  full  and  prosperous, 
all  grants  to  others  were  ruinous  novelties.  Mr.  T. 
dwelt  on  the  benefits  of  completing  a  grand  line  of 
road  from  one  extremity  of  the  Union  to  the  other, 
and  the  obliijaiion  to  carry  the  United  Slates  mail. 
Mr.  GAYLE  obtained  the  floor,  and  wa3  about 
to  address  the  I  louse,  but  waived  his  right  to  speak, 
and  demanded  the  previous  question,  which  was 
seconded;  and,  under  its  operation,  the  motion  to 
reconsider  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  an 
amendment  restricting  the  location  of  the  lands. 
Mr.  R.  demanded  the  previous  question;  which 
was  seconded. 

Mr.  DICKEY  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demand- 
ed; and,  being  taken,  stood  as  follows:  Yeas  102, 
nays  79. 

Mr.  HAMMONS  moved  to  reconsider  this  vole, 
and  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table;  which 
latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  it  was  resolved 
that  the  House  do  insist  upon  its  disagreement  to 
certain  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  civil 
and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill;  and  it  was  also 
ordered  that  a  committee  of  conference  on  the  part 
of  the  House  be  appointed  to  confer  with  a  similar 
committee  on  the  Senate's  part  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  said  amendments. 

Messrs.  Vinton,  McKay,  and  Hudson  were 
appointed  said  committee. 

Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  whom  were  referred  the  Senate's 
amendments  to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1849,  reported  the  same  back  to  the  House. 
They  were,  together  with  the  bill,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HUNT,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  business  on  the  Speaker's 
table. 

The  SPEAKER  then  laid  before  the  House  a 
communication  from  Alexandre  Vattemare,  tender- 
ing to  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives his  grateful  acknowledgments  for  the  very 
liberal  manner  in  which  he  has  been  welcomed  by 
them  as  the  humble  exponent  and  advocate  of  the 
system  of  international  exchanges.  Laid  on  the 
table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  it  was 
resolved  that  the  House  do  insist  upon  its  amend- 
ment to  the  Senate  bill  giving  effect  to  certain  treaty 
stipulations  between  this  and  foreign  governments 
for  the  apprehension  and  delivering  up  of  certain 
effenders,  and  also  that  a  committee  of  conference 
be  appointed  to  meet  a  similar  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate  on  the  disagreement  of  the  two 
Houses  on  said  bill. 

Messrs.  Ingersoll,  Lumpkin,  and  Taylor, 
were  appointed  said  committee. 

OREGON  BILL. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  of  the 
House  to  establish  the  Territorial  Government  of 
Oregon. 

iVJr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  moved  that  the  House 
do  not  concur  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
and  on  that  motion  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  inquired  of  the  Speaker  if  a 
division  could  be  had  so  as  to  vote  on  the  amend- 
ments separately.' 

The  SPEAKER  replied,  that  after  the  previous 
question  had  been  seconded,  the  question  would 
then  come  up  on  concurrence  in  the  amendments 
separately,  if  a  division  was  called  by  any  mem- 
ber. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  Cjuestion  upon 
seconding  the  demand  for  the  previous  question; 
ar,d  requested  the  House  to  come  to  order,  and  gen- 
tlemen to  take  their  seats. 

Order  having  been  partially  restored — 

Mr.  McLANE  inquired  of  the  Chair  if  it  would 
be  possible,  at  any  subsequent  stage  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, if  the  previous  question  sljould  be  sus- 
tained, to  propose  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  move  a  concurrence  on  the  part  of  the 
House  to  the  amendment  thus  amended.' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that,  under  the  rules,  if 
the  i)revious  question  was  sustained,  no  amend- 
ment would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  a  call  of  the 
House;  which  \vas  agreed  to. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  197  members  answered 
to  their  names. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HILLIARD,  further  pro- 
ceedings in  the  call  were  dispensed  with. 

The  question  recurring  on  seconding  the  demand 
for  the  previous  question — 

Mr.  BIPiDSALL  said  he  wi.shed  to  make  an  in- 


quiry of  the  Chair.  He  desired  to  know  whether, 
if  the  previous  question,  which  had  been  moved 
by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  C.  B.  Smith,] 
be  not  sustained,  it  would  be  in  order  to  move  to 
strike  out  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate 
in  relation  to  the  subject  of  slavery;  and  to  insert, 
in  lieu  thereof,  the  provisions  of  the  compromise 
bill  lately  received  from  the  Senate  and  laid  upon 
the  table  here?  He  said  he  desired  to  make  that 
motion,  if  it  would  be  in  order,  and  hoped  the  pre- 
vious question  would  not  be  sustained  if  it  would 
prevent  his  doing  so. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  he  would  decide  the 
question  when  it  arose. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered,  being  first  on  Mr, 
Smith's  motion  to  non-concur  in  the  Senate's 
amendments. 

A  division  being  called  for  by  various  gentle- 
men— 

The  question  was  announced  on  non-concurring 
in  the  first  amendment,  which  makes  it  the  duty  of 
the  Governor  of  the  Territory  to  transmit  to  each 
House  of  Congress  copies  of  any  bills  he  may 
veto,  with  his  reasons  therefor,  immediately  after 
such  session  of  the  Territorial  Legislature. 

Mr.  WHITE  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  asked  to  be  excused  from 
voting,  and  wished  te?  state  his  reasons  therefor. 

The  SPEAKER ^ated  that  it  was  not  in  order 
for  the  gentleman  to  slate  his  reasons,  though  he 
might  ask  to  be  excused. 

Mr.  RICHARDSON  stated  as  the  reason,  that 
he  had  paired  off  with  a  gentleman  who  was  ab- 
sent. 

The  question  being  put,  Mr.  R.  was  excused. 
Mr.  STEPHENS  suggested  to  Mr.  Smith  that 
he  withdraw  his  motion  to  now-concur,  so  that  the 
question  would  come  up  directly  on  concurrence. 

Mr.  SMITH  yielded  to  the  suggestion,  and 
withdrew  his  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  Senate's  first  amendment,  (stated  above,)  and 
decided  in  the  negative:  Yeas  92,  nays  106. 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur  in  the  first 
amendment. 

The  second  amendment  next  came  up,  which 
directly  confers  the  veto  power  on  the  Governor 
of  the  Territory,  and  provides  that  in  such  cases 
the  bill  shall  not  become  a  law  unless  approved  by 
Congress. 

This  amendment  was  non-concurred  in  without 
a  division. 

The  third  amendment  of  the  Senate  inserts,  after 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  14th  section,  the  follow- 
ing: 

That  the  line  of  thirty-six  decrees  thirty  minutes  of  north 
latituile,  known  as  the  Missouri  comprninisc  line,  as  defined 
by  the  eighth  section  ol'an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  authorize 
the  peopfe  of  the  Missouri  Territoiy  to  torni  a  consliiutioii 
and  State  government,  and  (or  the  admission  of  sucli  Slate 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 
and  to  prohibit  slavery  in  certain  Territories,'  approved 
March  6th,  1820,  be,  a, id  the  same  is  hereby,  declared  to 
extend  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  ;  and  the  said  eighth  section,  to- 
gether with  the  compromise  therein  effected,  is  hereby  re- 
vived and  declared  to  he  in  full  force  and  biiuliiig  for  the 
future  organization  of  the  Territories  of  the  United  Stales, 
in  the  same  sense  and  with  the  same  understanding  with 
which  it  was  originally  adopted,  and. 

The  vote  on  concurring  in  this  amendment  was 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  resulted  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Atkinson,  IJarringer,  Barrow, 
Bayly,  Beale,  Betlirtger,  Birdsall,  Bocock,  IJotts,  Bowdoii, 
Bowlin,  Boyd,  Boydon,  Brodhead,  Charles  Brotvn,  Albert 
G.  Brown,  Buckner,  Burl,  Cabell, Chapman, Chase,  Beverly 
L.  Clarke,  Clingman,  Howell  Cobb,  Williamson  R.W.  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Cro>;ier,  Daniel,  Donnell,  Garnctt  Duncan,  Alexan- 
der Evans,  Featlitrslon,  Flournoy,  French,  Fulton,  Gayle, 
Goggiii,  Green,  Willnrd  P.  Hall,  Haralson,  Harmanson, 
Harris,  Ha-kell,  Hill,  Hilliard,  l.^aac  E.  Holmes,  George  S. 
Houston,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll,  Iverson,  Andrew  Johnson, 
Robert  W.  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones,  John  VV.  Jones,  Kauf- 
man, Thomas  Butler  King,  Ligon,  Lumpkin,  McDowell, 
McKay,  McLane,  Meade,  Morehcad,  Outlaw,  Pendleton, 
Phelps,  Pillsbury,  Preston,  Khett,  Roman,  Shepperd,  Stan- 
lee,  Stephens,  Thomas,  Jacob  Thomiison,  John  B.  Thomp- 
lon,  Robert  A.  Thompson,  Tompkins,  Toombs,  Venable, 
Wallace,  and  Woodward— 82. 

JVAYS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Ashintin,  Bingham,  Blanchard, 
Brady,  Buller,  Canby,  Cathcart,  Franklin  Clark,  Collariier, 
Collins,  Conger,  Ci'anston,  (-"rowell,  (Cummins,  Dnrling, 
Dickey,  Dickinson,  Dixon,  Diier,  Daniel  Duncan,  Dunn, 
Eoker't,  Edsall,  Edwards,  Embrce,  Nathan  Evans,  Faran, 
Farrelly,  Ficklin,  Fisher,  Frcedley,  Fries,  Gotl,  Gngory, 
Grinnell,  Hale,  Nathan  K.Hall,  Hammons,  James  G.  Hamp- 
ton, Moses  Hampton,  Henley,  Henry,  Elias  B.  Hijlmes, 
John  W.  Houston.  Hubbard,  Hudson,  Hunt,  .losepli  H-  In- 
gersoll, Irvin,  Jenkins,  Kellogg,  Kennoii,  Daniel  I  .  Kuig, 
William  T.  Lawrence,  Sidney  Lawrence,  Lincoln,  Lord, 
Lynde,  Maclay,  McClelland,  McClcrnand,  Mcllvmne,  Job 
Mann,  Horace  Mann,  M'ush,  Marvin,  Miller,  Morris,  Mul- 
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lin,  Murphy,  Nelson,  Nes,  Newell,  Nieoll,  Palfrey,  Peaslee, 
Peck,  Pttrii",  Pellit,  Pollock,  Putnam,  Reynolds,  Ricliey, 
Bobitison,  Rockliill,  John  A.  Rockwell,  Rose,  Root,  Ruinsey, 
St.  John,  Sawyer,  Schenck,  Slierrill,  ailvesrcr,  Sliiigerlaiid, 
Smart,  Caleb  U.  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Truman  Smith, 
Starkweather,  Andrew  Stewart,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Strohm, 
Strong,  TaJhnadge,  Taylor,  James  Thompson,  Richard  W. 
Thompson,  William  Thompson,  Thurston,  Tuck,  Turner, 
Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  Warren,  Wentworth,  White,  Wick, 
Williams,  and  Wilmot— 121. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  reconsider 
this  vote,  and  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the 
table;  which  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  fourth  amendment,  which  restricts  the 
mileage  of  the  delegate  to  the  same  amount  now 
allowed  to  members  travelling  the  greatest  dis- 
tance, was  read  and  disagreed  to. 

The  oih«r  amendment  was  read  and  agreed  to, 
without  a  division. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  Senate  be  informed  of 
the  action  of  the  House  on  said  amendments. 

HARBOR  AND  RIVER  BILL. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  preserva- 
tion and  repairof  certain  public  works,  and  forth* 
i'lnprovement  of  certain  harbors  and  rivers,  and  for 
the  survey  of  certain  harbors,  was  read  a  third  tiine. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  the  previous  question;  which 
was  secorided,  and,  under  the  operation  thereof, 
the  bill  was  passed — yeas  118,  nays  62 — as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Abbott,  Ashmun,  Bingham,  Birdsall, 
Blanchard,  Botts,  Boydon,  Brady,  Buckner,  Canby,  Cath- 
cart,  Chapman,  Clinaman,  Cocke,  Collamer,  Collins,  Con- 
ger, Cranston,  Cro  well,  Crozler",  Darling,  Dickey,  Dickinson, 
Dixon,  Donnell,  Duer,  Daniel  Duncan,  Garnelt  Dnncan, 
Dunn,  Eckcrt,  Edsall,  Edwards,  Embree,  Alexander  Evans, 
Nathan  Eyans,  Faran,  Fanelly,  Fisher,  Freedley,  Goggin, 
Gott,  Gregory,  Grinnell,  Hale,  Nathan  K.  Hall,  James  G. 
Hampton,  Moses  Hampton,  Haskell,  Henley,  Henry,  Elias 
B.  Holmes,  Hubbaid,  Hudson,  Hunt,  Charles  J.  Ingersoll, 
Joseph  R.  IngerrOll,  Irvin,  Jenkins,  Kellogg,  Thomas  Butler 
ICing,  Daniel  P.  King,  William  T.  Lawreiice,  Sidney  Law- 
rence, Lincoln,  Lynde,  McClelland,  Mcllvaine,  Marsh, 
Marvin,  Morehead,  Morris,  Mullin,  Nelson,  Nes,  Newell, 
NicoU,  Oullaw,  Palfrey,  Peck,  Pendleton,  Petrie,  Pollock, 
Preston,  Putnam,  Reynolds,  JoTin  A.  Rockwell,  Roman, 
Rose,  Root,  Rumsey,  St.  John,  Sclienck,  Shepperd,  Sherrill, 
Silvester,  Slingerland,  Caleb  B.  Smith,  Robert  Smith,  Tru- 
man Smith,  Stanton,  Starkweather,  Stephens,  Andrew 
Stewart,  Charles  E.  Stuart,  Strohm,  Tallmadge,  Taylor, 
James  Thompson,  Richard  W.  Thompson,  William  Thomp- 
son, Thurston,  Tuck,  Turner,  Van  Dyke,  Vinton,  Warren, 
Wentworth,  and  White— 118. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atkinson,  Barringer,  Bayly,  Beale,  Bed- 
inger,  Bocock,  Boyd,  Brodhead,  Charles  Brown,  Burt, 
Chase,  Franklin  Clark,  Beverly  L.  Clarke,  Howell  Cobb, 
Williamson  R.  W.  Cobb,  Cummins,  Daniel,  Featherston, 
Ficklin,  Fiournov,  French,  Fries,  Fulton,  Gayle,  Green, 
Willard  P.  Hall,  Hammons,  Harris,  Hill,  Hilliard,  Georiie 
S.  Houston,  Iverson,  Andrew  Johnson,  George  W.  Jones, 
John  W.  Jones,  Kennan,  La  S6re,  Ligon,  Lord,  Lumpkin, 
McClernand,  McKay,  McLane,  Job  Mann,  Meade,  Miller, 
Peaslee,  Phelps,  Robinson,  Sawyer,  Smart,  Thomas,  Jacob 
Thompson,  Robert  A.  Thompson,  Toombs,  Venable,  Wal- 
lace, Wick,  Wiley,  Williams,  Wilmot,  and  Woodward — 62. 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  to.  reconsider  the  vote; 
vifhich  motion  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  House  take  a  recess  this  day  from  half 
past  three  o'clock  to  half  past  five  o'clock,  p.  m. 

Mr.  PULTON  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
to  enable  him  to  move  a  resolution  to  limit  the 
length  of  remarks  by  any  member  to  ten  minutes, 
for  the  residue  of  the  session. 

On  suspending  the  rules,  the  vote  stood — yeas 
88,  nays  70. 

Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the 
motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PUTNAM,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  bills  for  the  relief  of  William 
Kingsbury,  and  for  the  relief  of  Elisha  Hampton 
and  others,  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  Read  and  com- 
mitted. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  PATENTS. 

Mr.  FARRELLY,  by  leave,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Patents,  to  which  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Thomas  G.  Clinton,  an  assistant  examiner  in 
the  Patent  Office,  preferring  charges  against  Ed- 
mund Burke,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  and  the 
memorial  of  Edmund  Earke,  asking  for  an  investi- 
gation of  the  charges  preferred,  made  a  report 
thereon,  accompanied  by  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  the  report 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 
,  Mr.  VINTON  moved  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  on  the  army  appropriation  bill. 


He  stated  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance  in  the  Senate  had  been  with  him  urging 
the  necessity  of  coming  to  an  agreement  in  the 
Committee  of  Conference  on  the  numerous  dis- 
agreements between  the  House  on  the  general  ap- 
propriation bill. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  the  House  accord- 
ingly went  into  committee  (Mr.  Chapman,  of  Ma- 
ryland, in  the  chair,)  and  took  up  the  army  bill. 

Mr.  VINTON  suggested,  that  as  tlie  Senate  had 
changed  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  and  with  it 
the  proposed  number  of  the  army,  and  as  the 
residue  of  the  bill  depended  on  this,  the  committee 
should  first  take  up  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the 
second  section;  if  that  should  be  agreed  to,  the 
other  amendments  would  follow  as  of  course;  but, 
if  not,  they  would  fall  with  it. 

The  Senate's  amendment  to  the  second  section 
was  read,  which  provides  that  the  number  of  men 
of  the  companies  be  fixed  at  sixty-four. 

Mr.  BOTTS  advocated  a  concurrence  with  the 
Senate's  amendment.  He  reverted  to  the  ground 
he  had  taken  when  the  bill  had.Jbeen  under  discus- 
sion in  committee,  reminding  the  House  that  he 
had  advocated  the  plan  of  fixing  the  general  num- 
ber of  the  companies  at  sixty-four,  with  liberty  to 
the  President  to  increase  those  on  distant  service 
in  the  new  Territories  to  one  hundred  by  reducing 
the  requisite  number  of  companies  nearer  home  to 
forty-two.  The  question  then  had  been  between 
an  army  with  sixty-four  men  to  a  company,  as 
preferred  by  the  Military  Committee,  and  an  army 
with  forty-two  men  to  a  company,  as  recommend- 
ed by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  The 
Military  Committee  were  induced  to  their  conclu- 
sion in  part  by  the  fact,  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
stated  that  five  thousand  men  would  be  needed  for 
our  new  possessions  on  the  Pacific.  The  House 
had  preferred  the  plan  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  and  had  sent  the  bill  to  the  Senate 
with  forty-two  men  to  a  company.  It  had  there 
undergone  an  examination  by  the  Military  Com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  and  they  concurred  with  the 
opinion  of  the  Military  Committee  of  the  House, 
that  the  companies  should  consist  of  sixty-four 
men,  but  those  on  distant  service  to  contain  one 
hundred;  they  diifeied,  however,  in  not  recom- 
mending, that  to  meet  this  increase  of  some  com- 
panies to  one  hundred,  others  should  be  reduced 
to  forty-two.  This  tlifference  was  not  of  great 
moment.  {The  first  question  would  then  be,  on 
concurring  with  this  amendment  of  the  Senate. 
Should  this  be  agreed  to,  the  sums  and  numbers 
in  the  other  sections  of  the  bill  must  be  made  to 
conform. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  said  that  the  gentleman  had  not 
stated  any  reasons  why  the  Military  Committee 
of  the  Senate  disagreed  to  the  bill  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BOTTS  referred  Mr.  Toomcs  to  the  fact  he 
had  mentioned,  that  the  Secretary  of  War  stated 
that  five  thousand  men  would  be  needed  for  the 
Territories  alone.  He  also  reminded  Mr.  T.  of 
the  arguments-he  had  before  advanced  when  the 
bill  had  been  in  committee  in  the  House. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  then  went  into  a  review  of  the 
history  of  the  reduction  and  increase  which  the 
army  had  undergone  since  1838,  and  insisted  that  the 
plan  of  a  skeleton  army,  with  the  number  of  rank 
and  file  greatly  reduced,  but  the  officers  retained, 
had  always  received  the  approbation  of  the  coun- 
try. 

The  increase  of  the  companies  to  sixty-four  men, 
and  of  a  part  of  them-  to  one  hundred,  was  not  a 
feature  of  the  peace  establishment,  but  an  arrange- 
ment caused  by  the  declaration  of  war  against 
Mexico.  That  war  was  now  over,  and  Mr.  T. 
was  for  returning  to  the  old  peace  establishment, 
with  but  forty-two  inen  to  a  company. 

He  argued  that  a  less  numberof  men  was  needed, 
since  the  power  of  concentrating  thera  on  any  de- 
sired point  had  been  so  greatly  increased.  Orders 
were  now  communicated  by  lightninr^',  and  the  men 
brought  together  by  steam.  He  dwelt  on  the  cost 
of  this  Government  in  a  time  of  peace,  which  he 
estimated  at  thirty  millions,  moie  than  any  Gov- 
ernment on  earth  was  worth.  Extravagant  public 
expenditure  was  the  road  to  ruin,  on  which  many 
Governinentsof  theOld  World  had  traveled  to  their 
destruction.  If  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  should 
be  adopted,  the  army  would  cost  the  country  not 
less  than  ten  millions;  p.nd  some  gentlemen  favored 
a  still  larger  increase,  which  would  run  it  up  to 
thirteen  millions.  The  President's  recommenda- 
tion would  double  if,  at  a  cost  of  twenty-five  mil- 


lions, while  all  the  while  he  was  uttering  homilies 
against  standing  armies.  Mr.  T.  dwelt  on  the 
evils  of  Executive  patronage,  and  contended  that 
it  ought  to  be  cut  down,  and,  as  one  means  of  doing 
this,  he  was  for  reducing  the  size  of  the  army.  He 
insisted  that  our  frontier  had  not  been  much  in- 
creased, and  wenfover  the  same  grounds  he  had 
formerly  taken  in  committee  (and  which  were  re- 
ported at  the  time)  as  to  the  impossibility  of  our 
needing  five  thousand  men  to  guard  what  General 
Taylor  had  won  with  less  than  three  thousand. 
He  denied  that  any  numerous  force  was  needed  to 
garrison  the  posts  at  home,  or  take  care  of  the 
public  property  there;  and  then  he  advanced  his 
ultra  ground,  as  on  a  former  occasion,  that  we 
needed  no  army,  not  a  inan.  The  people  were 
all-sufficient  for  the  defence  of  the  country.  He 
was  willing  to  keep  up  a  strong  navy,  but  he  be- 
lieved an  army  wholly  unnecessary. 

Mr.  McLANE  replied,  and  expressed  his  utter 
disagreement  from  Mr.  T.  's  views.  He  supported 
the  Senate's  amendment,  as  approved  by  those 
who  were  the  fittest  judges  in  the  case.  As  to  the 
evils  of  patronage,  reducing  the  privates  in  a  com- 
pany from  sixty-four  to  forty-two  would  not  re- 
duce it  at  all;  the  captain  and  the  three  lieutenants 
would  all  remain,  whether  their  command  were 
sixty-four  or  forty-two,  rank  and  file. 

Mr.  HUNT  asked  Mr.  McL.  where  the  money 
was  to  come  frsim  to  maintain  so  large  a  standing 
army  as  that  gentleman  seerned  to  approve.'  Was 
he  willing  to  borrow  money  to  increase  the  army 
in  time  of  peace.' 

Mr.  IVERSON  asked  Mr.  Hunt  where  he  (Mr. 
H.)  expected  to  get  his  half  a  million  of  dollars  for 
works  of  internal  improvement.' 

Mr.  HUNT  replied,  from  the  ordinary  and  reg- 
ular receipts  of  the  treasury. 

Mr.  BOTTS  complained  that  he  was  placed  in 
an  embarrassing  position.  He  stood  here  almost 
alone  in  sustaining  the  views  of  the  Administra- 
tion as  to  the  proper  force  of  the  army,  against 
the  opinion  of  his  political  friends,  and  without 
support  from  his  political  opponents.  The  argu- 
ment of  the;gentlemanfrom  Georgia  [Mr.  Toombs] 
came  too  late,  after  we  had,  by  an  expensive  war, 
obtained  t'.ie  new  territory.  It  would  have  beeft 
better  if  the  gentleman  had  brought  it  forward 
when  we  were  setting  out  to  get  these  new  con- 
quests'. For  himself,  as  was  well  known,  Mr.  B. 
detested  the  acquisition,  and  would  be  willing  to 
give  Mexico  the  fifteen  millions  stipulated  in  the 
treaty  to  take  the  whole  of  it  back  again.  The 
incrrased  expenditure  for  the  army,  of  which  the 
gentleman  complained,  had  been  caused  wholly  by 
this  very  thing,  and  really  Mr.  B.  thought  it  some- 
w  hat  harsh  that  he  had  to  stand  here  battling  for 
the  Democratic  Administration,  when  its  own 
friends  would  not. 

Mr.  McLANE  moved  that  the  committee  now 
rise;  which  motion  prevailing,  the  committee  rose 
accordingly;  and  in  the  House  a  resolution  was 
adopted,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Vinton,  to  stop  further 
debate  on  the  bill  in  five  minutes  after  the  House 
should  have  returned  into  committee. 

That  five  minutes  was  occupied  by  Mr.  Mc- 
CLELLAND  in  defending  himself  against  an 
anonymous  attack  which  appeared  in  the  Tribune 
at  New  York,  charging  him  with  having  repeatedly 
refused  to  vote  on  questions  of  internal  improve- 
ment, with  a  view  to  defeat  those  measures  by  the 
want  of  a  quorum  voting.  Mr.  McC.  utterly  de- 
nied the  truth  of  the  accusation,  and  appealed  to 
gentlemen  on  the  Whig  side  of  the  House  to  say 
whether  he  had  not  voted  on  eyery  such  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  GRINNELL,  Mr.  HUNT,  and  Mr. 
TOOMBS,  all  bore  witness  to  the  entire  falsehood 
of  the  charge.  The  time  limited  by  resolution 
having  expired,  the  committee  proceeded  to  vote. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  the  second  section  of  the  House 
bill,  and  substitute  another,  fixing  the  army  at 
sixty-four  men  to  a  company,  &c.,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative.  So  the  committee  refused  to  con- 
cur in  the  Senate's  ainendment,  and  voted  to  keep 
the  army  at  forty-two  men  to  a  company,  as  in 
their  own  bill. 

The  next  question  was  on  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment allowing  certain  an-eai's  due  to  Colonel  De 
Russy,  of  the  Topographical  Engineers.  In  this 
the  committee  concurred. 

The  next  of  the  Senate's  aniondmcnts  appro- 
priating $200,000  for  expenses  of  nnlitary  opera- 
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tions  in  California,  and  the  pay  of  men  and  officers 
eno-a-^ed  in  it,  including  all  claims  for  hoi-ses  lost, 
&c.,  beins:  read — 

Mr.  BURT  obtained  leave,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, to  offer  an  amendment  by  way  of  substitute, 
proposing  a  board  of  commissioners  to  liquidate 
the  California  claims,  and  report  them  to  the  War 
Department. 

After  the  amendment  had  been  read,  Mr.  B. 
asked  leave  to  offer  in  support  of  it  a  few  remarks; 
but  they  were  objected  to. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Burt  by  striking  out  the  word 
"officers,"  (to  constitute  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners,) and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
"  three  disinterested  persons;"  but  this  amendment 
to  the  amendment  was  rejected,  as  was  Mr.  Burt's, 
and  the  committee  also  refused  to  concur  in  the 
Senate's  amendment. 

The  question  then  occurred  on  the  Senate's 
amendment  providing  that  men  honorably  dis- 
charged in  Mexico  should  be  considered  in  law  as 
jiavins:  served  out  their  term  of  service,  and  re- 
warded accordingly.  In  this  also  the  committee 
concurred. 

In  the  amendment  allowing  $657  to  Captain  Cald- 
well they  also  concurred. 

The  next  amendment  proposed  certain  alterations 
in  the  marine  corps,  placing  it  on  the  same  footing 
as  in  1847,  but  with  a  limitation  that  it  should  not 
exceed  1,500  privates.  In  this  the  committee  re- 
fused to  concur. 

The  other  particulars  of  the  bill  which  the  Sen- 
ate proposed  to  alter,  so  as  to  conform  to  an  in- 
creased amount  of  force,  were  disagreed  to. 

The  amendment  allowing  forage  to  i-)rofessors  at 
West  Point  according  to  their  respective  assimila- 
ted rank,  was  rejected. 

The  Senate's  amendment  providing  for  arrear- 
ages of  surveys  west  of  Mississippi,  was  also  re- 
jected. 

The  amendments  having  been  gone  through 
with,  the  committee  rose  and  reported  them  to  the 
House. 

In  the  House,  Mr.  VINTON  moved  the  pre- 
vious question,  which  was  seconded,  put,  and  car- 
ried; and  the  question  recurring  on  concurring 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  report 
on  the  respective  amendments  agreed  to  and  re- 
jected, they  were  all  concurred  in. 

The  bill  was  then  returned  to  the  Senate. 

BFLLS   PASSED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROCKWELL,  the  House 
proceeded  to  consider  the  business  on  the  Speaker's 
table;  when  Senate  bills  in  relation  to  the  terms  of 
tlie  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  New  Jersey,  and  for  the  relief 
of  Gustavus  Dorr,  were  severally  read  three  times, 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Senate  bills  for  the  relief  of  George  Senter,  and 
to  authorize  the  sale  of  reserved  lands,  and  for 
other  purposes,  were  severally  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  and  committed. 

MEXICAN  BOUNDARY. 
Senate  bill  to  provide  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
.5th  article  of  the  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Mexican  Republic,  for  establishing  the 
boundary  line  between  them,  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  when — 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  moved  an  amendment 
to  add  all  except  the  first  section  of  tlie  bill  reported 
by  Mr.  Bekton,  in  the  Senate,  .Tuly  8,  1848, pro- 
viding for  the  appointment  of  a  boaad  of  three  com- 
missioners to  adjudicate  certain  claims  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  against  Mexico,  and  for  the  payment 
of  the  same. 

Mr.  BOWLIN  made  the  point  of  order  that  the 
amendment  was  wholly  irrelevant  to  the  bill,  and 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  called  for  the  reading  of  the 
amendment  to  which  this  was  an  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER,  after  somn  examination,  said 
the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  Senate  was  merely  a 
bill  for  running  the  boundary  lino,  and  provided 
for  the  aiDpointmcnt  of  commissioners  for  that 
purpose.  The  Chair  was  of  opinion  that  an 
amendment  for  the  adjudicating  of  claims  was  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  STEPHENS  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Conmiittee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

On  this  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  asked 
and  ordered,  and  being  taken,  resulted — yeas  78, 
nays  72. 


So  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs. 

INTERNAL  IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  above  bill, which 
had  passed  to-day,  was  engrossed  and  ready  to  he 
sent  to  the  Senate;  but  as  doubts  might  exist  in 
the  minds  of  gentlemen  as  to  whether  it  was  not 
already  within  the  last  three  days  of  the  session, 
during  which  one  of  the  joint  rules  prohibited  the 
sending  of  bills  from  one  House  to  the  other,  the 
Chair  had  thought  proper  to  submit  the  question 
to  the  House.  He  referred  to  a  decision  of  the 
Chair  upon  a  question  of  the  suspension  of  the 
rules  a  few  days  since  that  Sunday  was  not  a  legis- 
lative day,  but  said  that  the  Clerk  had  learned  from 
the  experienced  Secretary  of  the  Senate  that  it  had 
been  the  uniform  practice  of  that  body  to  count 
Sunday  in  cases  like  this.  He  would  therefore 
order  the  bill  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate,  unless  ob- 
jections were  made. 

Mr.  HOLMES,  of  South  Carolina,  to  avoid  all 
difficulty,  would  move  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the 
purpose,  and  to  send  a  message  to  the  Senate  ask- 
ing a  concurrence  in  the  suspension. 

The  SPEAKER  suggested  that  there  would  be 
difficulty  in  asking  a  suspension  from  the  Senate; 
that  this  rule  was  not  in  force  there,  the  uniform 
practice  of  that  body  having  been  to  count  Sun- 
day, so  that  when  Congress  adjourned  on  Monday 
bills  could  be  interchanged  until  Saturday  morn- 
ing. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  mquired  if  a  two-thirds 
vote  was  necessary  to  suspend  a  joint  rule.' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that,  under  the  prece- 
dents, a  majority  vote  was  sufficient. 

He  also  stated  that,  if  there  were  no  objections, 
he  would  authorize  the  bill  to  be  taken  to  the  Sen- 
ate. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  objected,  and,  after 
some  conversation,  the  question  was  propounded 
upon  authorizing  the  bill  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate, 
and,  being  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  sent  accord- 
ingly. 

CLINTON  AND  KALAMAZOO  CANAL. 

Senate  bill  to  apply  certain  alternate  sections  of 
the  public  domain  towards  the  completion  of  the 
Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal,  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  was  read  a  first  and  second  time.  The 
question  being  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill — 

Mr.  BINGHAM  said  this  bill  proposed  to  grant 
lands  upon  the  Clinton  and  Kalamazoo  canal, 
which  run  from  the  mouth  of  the  Clinton  river, 
upon  Lake  St.  Clair,  to  Lake  Michigan.  It  was  a 
State  work,  and  had  been  completed  for  about  thirty 
miles.  iMichigan  was  the  only  one  of  the  new 
western  Stales  that  had  not  received  large  grants 
of  land  from  the  General  Government.  The  em- 
barrassments of  the  State  had  forced  her  to  sus- 
pend operations  in  the  completion  of  the  canal, 
tmd  this  grant  would  enable  her  to  go  on  and  com- 
plete a  great  public  work. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  Messrs. 
McCLELLAND  and  others;  when— 

Mr.  BINGHAM  moved  the  previous  question. 

air.  FEATHERSTON  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table. 

Tiie  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered  on  the  mo- 
tion, the  vote  stood:  Yeas  78,  nays  81. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana,  said  he  had  voted 
for  laying  the  bill  on  the  table  under  a  misappre- 
hension, supposing  that  he  was  voting  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill.  He  appealed  to  the  courtesy  of 
the  Housv:  to  allow  him  to  change  his  vote,  as  it 
would  not  change  the  result. 

The  SPEAKER  said  it  could  be  done  by  com- 
mon consent, 

Mr.  HAMMONS  rose  and  objected. 

To  enable  IVIr.  Collamer  to  move  an  amend- 
ment— 

Mr.  BINGHAM  withdrew  his  demand  for  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  then  moved  to  add  the  fol- 
lowing as  a  new  section  to  the  bill: 

Tliat  the  grant  spt'cifiod  in  tlie  act  shall  be  construed  and 
taken  on  this  liniilation,  tv  wit:  tlial  no  land  slinll  be  taken 
hut  one-lmlfolsix  HCelioii^i  wide  on  cacli  side  of  said  canal, 
bO  far  as  now  owned  by  the  l);iiled  State.s  :  and  no  land  ilsc- 
wliere  shall  be  considered  a:'  ijcreby  granted,  nor  shafl  any 
such  he  claimed  or  taken  ;  and  aKso  further,  thai  none  of  said 
land  shall  be  sold  by  said  State  but  ius  follows,  to  wit :  so 
ch  as  is  selected  for  ten  miles  Of  canal  may  he  taken  and 

I  ili.-|)o  cd  of,  and  when  said  corrc  ponding  ten  miles  of  canal 
are  finished,  then  the  sections  for  another  ten  miles,  and  so 

I  frf>in  time  t)  time;  nor  shall  any  title  {inss  toany  ofsaldlaiid 


to  any  one,  unless  by  sales  so  made,  and  in  no  other  man- 
der  :  ProvUletl,  however.  That  the  lands  hereby  granted  shall 
not  be  sold  at  less  than  one  dollar  and  tweniy-tive  cents  per 
acre. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  renewed  the  demand  for  the 
previousquestion,whiT;h  was  seconded;  and, under 
the  operation  thereof,  the  amendment  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time. 

The  question  being  on  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  being  taken, 
resulted  as  follows:  Yeas  76,  nays  75. 

Mr.  GAYLEmovedto  reconsiderthevoteonthe 
passage  of  the  bill,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  move 
as  an  amendment,  the  bill  proposing  grants  to  the 
southern  railroad.  He  wanted  to  know  with  what 
justice  it  was  that  gentlemen  were  now  willing  to 
vole  for  the  northern  work,  when  they  had  to-day 
rejected  a  bill  containing  precisely  the  same  pro- 
visions, but  for  a  southern  railroad  } 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  called  upon  the  gentle- 
man to  name*  any  northern  man  who  had  voted 
for  the  present,  and  had  not  voted  for  the  south- 
ern bill.     He  believed  there  was  none. 

Mr.  GAYLE  expressed  the  belief  that  there 
were. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  movBd  to  lay  the  motion 
to  reconsider  on  the  table. 

After  some  conversation,  in  which  the  Chair 
intimated  that,  under  repeated  decisions  of  the 
House,  the  proposed  amendment,  being  on  a  dif- 
ferent subject,  would  not  be  in  order  even  at  the 
proper  stage  of  the  bill — 

JVIr.  GAYLE  withdrew  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider. 

Mr.  HILLIARD  renewed  it. 

The  question  on  Mr.  McClelland 's  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  was  rejected:  Yeas  71,  nays 
80. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider, under  the  operation  of  the  previous  ques- 
tion, the  yeas  were  97,  nays  67. 

After  some  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  STUART 
of  Michigan,  GAYLE,  BOWDON,  and  others 
participated,  the  previous  question  was  moved  and 
seconded,  and  the  main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  BOYDON  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table;  on  which  the  vote  by  yeas  and  nays  stood, 
yeas  81,  nays  77. 

So  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  to  lay  on  the  table,  and  moved  to  lay 
that  motion  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STANTON  moved  to  adjourn.    Lost. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  the  motion  to  reconsider,  and  being  put, 
it  was  agreed  to. 

And  then,  at  fifteen  minutes  before  ten  o'clock, 
the  House  adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  .iugusl  11,  1848. 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate a  communication  from  B.  Marshall,  and  other 
delegates  of  tl)e  Creek  Indians,  addressed  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  AflTairs, 
relative  to  the  investment  by  the  United  States  of 
certain  moneys  appropriated  for  their  benefit;  which 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana, 
Resolved,  Thiit  the  petition  of  George  Poindexter,  together 
with  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred, 
and  all  the  documents  accompanyinp;  it,  be  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  his  action  thereon. 

REPORTS  FROM  COMMITTEES. 
By  Mr.  MASON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims: 
Referring  the  papers  of  the  representatives  of 
Robert  Carter  to  the  First,  Second,  and  Third 
Auditors  of  the  Treasury,  to  examine  and  report 
at  the  next  session. 

By  Mr.  WESTCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on 
Patents:  An  act  to  provide  for  applications  for  the 
renewal  of  patent-rights  in  certain  cases,  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  asked  to  have  the  bill  con- 
sidered at  once,  as  it  would  enable  the  Commis- 
sioner to  decide  on  all  the  cases  except  one. 

Mr.  DAVIS  opposed  the  taking  up  of  the  bill, 
as  it  must  give  rise  to  discussion. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  a 
bundle  of  petitions,  which  he  sent  to  the  Chair, 
but  did  not  name. 
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RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  FELCH  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tions; 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  con- 
finocnt  fund  of  the  Senatfi,  under  the  direction  of  the  com- 
miuee  to  audit  and  control-the  same,  to  each  of  the  officers, 
clerks,  messengers,  (excepting  the  acting  postmasters  and 
mail  carriers,)  pages,  and  laborers,  in  the  service  of  the  Sen- 
ate, the  same  amounts  respectively  that  were  paid  them 
under  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  at  the  last  long,  session. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid-,  in  like  manner, 
to  the  librarian,  as-sistant  librarian,  and  messenger  of  the 
Congressional  Library,  and  to  the  clerks  of  the  committees 
of  the  Senate,  each,  the  same  amounts  as  were  last  allowed 
them  by  resolution  of  the  Senate. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid,  as  above,  to  the 
acting  postmaster  and  each  of  the  mail  carriers^of  the  Senate 
the  sum  of  $350,  and  to  each  of  the  boys  assisting  the  mail 
carriers  $100,  to  the  western  gate-keeper  $100,  and  to  Syl- 
vester Gray  and  Lloyd  Wallace,  each,  the  sum  of  $50. 

Mr.  TURNEY  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  inserting,  "to  each  of  the  Capitol  police  |200, 
or  so  much  thereof  as  with  any  allowance  made 
by  the  House  of  Representatives,  will  amount  to 
|200." 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOWNS, 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  James  Mor- 
ton Noah  Hanson  the  same  daily  pay  as  has  been  paid  to  the 
other  messengers  of  the  Senate,  commencing  with  the  pres- 
ent session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WESTCOTT, 
Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Messrs.  Wright 
and  Ramsay  ftlOO  each,  tor  services  rendered  the  Judiciary 
Commiltee  of  the  Senate  at  this  session,  to  be  paid  but  of 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate. 

"  On  motion  of  Mr.  ATHERTON,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the  House 
to  the  civil  and  diplomatic  bill.  The  Senate  then 
insisted  on  its  amendments,  and  disagreed  to  those 
of  the  House-,  and  a  Committee  of  Conference  was 
appointed. 

REPORTING  AND  PRINTING. 
Mr.  BADGER  moved  to  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  resolution  relating  to  the  printing  of 
the  debates  in  Congress.   The  resolution  was  read, 
as  follows: 

Resolved,  That,  in  order  to  secure  a  more  full,  impartial, 
and  prompt  publication  of  the  proceedings  and  debates  of  the 
Senate,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  be  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
thorized and  directed  to  enter  into  a  contract,  to  take  effect 
from  this  day,  with  t1ie  proprietors  of  each  of  the  daily  pa- 
pers in  this  city,  the  National  Intelligencer  and  the  Union, 
and  to  continue  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Senate,  for 
the  daily  publication,  in  each  paper,  of  all  the  debates  and 
proceedings  of  the  Senate,  and  for  the  early  subsequent  pub- 
lication of  such  speeches  as  members  may  choose  more 
carefully  to  revise  and  write  out  at  full  length,  for  which  the 
Secretary  is  authorized  to  make  weekly  payment  at  the  rate 
of  seven  dollars  and  fifty  cents  for  acolumn  of  brevier  type: 
Provided,  That  the  proceedings  and  current  debates  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  country  edition  of  said  papers,  and  one  copy  of 
the  daily  edition  of  each  paper  shall  he  furnished  to  each 
member  during  the  session  without  additional  charge. 

Mr.  BADGER  moved  so  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion, as  to  make  it  take  effect  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session. 

Mr.  BENTON  was  surprised  that  an  amend- 
ment should  be  offered  after  so  much  delay.  Some 
days  had  elapsed,  and  it  had  now  become  too  late 
in  the  session  for  discussion  of  amendments.  He 
had  looked  over  the  official  report,  and  had  not 
seen  any  correct  report  of  anything  he  had  said  for 
the  last  three  months.  What  little  he  did  say,  he 
desired  to  have  correctly  presented  to  the  world. 
The  resolution  having  received  the  considei-ation 
of  a  comiTiittee,  was  submitted  in  a  form  which 
would  insure  the  publication  of  the  spe.eches  of  the 
session  which  remain  unreported.  He  referred 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  contract  had  been  ful- 
filled. Each  member  received  nineteen  copies  of 
his  own  speech,  and  no  one  ever  read  the  speech 
of  another,  unless  he  made  an  attack  on  it.  He 
stated  the  plan  now  proposed,  which  embraced 
two  parts — the  running  debate  every  morning,  and 
secondly,  the  revised  speeches  in  a  book  form. 
The  Senator  has  the  advantage  of  the  running  de- 
bates, to  revise  and  correct  them  for  the  perma- 
nent volume;  and  these  running  debates  would  be 
circulated  instantaneously  throughout  the  country. 
The  expenditures  had  been  looked  into,  and  the 
difference  was  astonishing  between  the  present 
plan  and  that  proposed.  While  members  are  sleep- 
ing, their  speeches  are  flymg  to  the  thirty-two 
points  of  the  compass;  aye,  to  the  thirty-two 
thousand  points,  if  so  many  can  be  made.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  various  items  of  expense  to  which 
the  publishers  would  be  subjected,  all  of  which  are 
to  be  given  in.    The  proprietors  of  the  daily  press 


have  behaved  generously,  and  ought  to  be  sus- 
tained. We  cannot  go  along  as  we  are.  Each 
House  is  bound  to  take  care  of  its  own  debates. 
It  is  our  business  to  send  abroad  accurate  reports 
of  the  speeches  delivered  here.  He  found  that  this 
amendment  was  connected  with  some  unseen  mo- 
tive, and  he  hoped  it  would  be  withdrawn.  We 
have  already  paid  $14,500  for  the  suppression  of 
our  debates  during  this  session;  and  he  maintained 
that  the  cost  under  the  new  plan  would  not  exceed 
one-half  now  paid  for  reporting,  printing,  and  bury- 
ing our  speeches.  He  referred  to  an  estimate  of 
the  actual  cost  of  the  otncial  reports  at  this  ses- 
sion, at  $1,000  per  month,  to  show  that  the  Senate 
paid  too  much  for  them.  He  stated,  that  after  pay- 
ing f  14,500  for  the  reports  of  the  session,  the  re- 
porter said  he  had  lost  $6,000,  and  he  presumed" 
that  a  claim  would  be  made  hereafter. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  expressed  him- 
self favorable  to  the  resolution  as  reported.  He 
thought  the  amendment  was  injudicious.  As  to 
the  official  reports,  he  was  satisfied  that  they  had 
not  answered  the  purpose  proposed,  not  from  any 
fault  of  the  reporter,  but  owing  to  the  inadequacy 
of  the  compensation.  The  contract  was  for  the 
whole  Congress:  $12,000  for  the  long  session,  and 
$6,000  for  the  short  one.  The  additional  $2,500 
was  for  three  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  the  re- 
ports, to  be  given  to  the  members  of  the  House. 
He  was  anxious  to  do  no  injustice  to  the  reporter, 
who  calculated  on  greater  profit  from  the  short 
session  than  he  had  obtained  through  the  long  one. 
He  presumed  it  was  not  intended  to  do  any  injus- 
tice. 

Mr.  BENTON  adverted  to  the  struggle  which 
he  had  made  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  against 
this  contract  which  was  suddenly  sprung  on  the 
Senate.  He  had  shown  the  impossibility  of  report- 
ing speeches  fully  for  publication  the  following 
morning.  He  was  solitary  and  alone  in  this 
struggle. 

Mr.  NILES  complained  that  the  Senator  should 
have  said  he  was  solitary  and  alone  in  this  strug- 
gle, and  had  quite  forgotten  him  (Mr.  N.)  who 
stood  by  his  side. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  inaudibly. 
Mr. HALE  vindicated  the  official  reporter  against 
the  charge  of  utter  failure.  The  failure  was  owing 
to  the  inadequacy  of  the  compensation.  He  was 
in  the  habit  of  reading  the  reports  of  other  speeches 
than  his  own. 

Mr.  BENTON.  For  the  purpose  of  attack. 
That  was  the  exception. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  have  read  those  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  for  information. 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  wish  the  Senator  was  better 
employed. 

Mr.  BADGER  was  cornpelled  to  acknowledge 
fhat  the  judgment  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
relative  to  this  plan  of  reporting  had  been  verified 
by  the  result.  But  the  failure  was  not  attributable 
to  the  reporter,  but  to  the  insufficiency  of  the 
means  at  his  disposal.  So  far  as  aecurateness, 
politeness  of  demeanor,  and  a  courteous  disposition 
to  accommodate  Senators  are  concerned,  the  re- 
porter had  been  all  that  could  be  desired;  and  he 
hoped  no  imputation  would  rest  on  him.  He 
would  now  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Mr.  FOOTE  concurred  in  what  had  been  so 
gracefully  and  forcibly  expressed  by  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  in  favor  of  the  reporter.  He 
had  been  in  the  habit  of  association  with  that  gen- 
tleman by  night  and  day,  and  he  could  not  consent 
that  he  should  be  discharged  from  the  service  of 
the  Senate,  impoverished  by  his  labors,  which  had 
been  so  arduous  as  to  hav£  frequently  broken  down 
his  health.  One  of  the  reasons  of  the  delay  in  the 
publication  of  the  reports  was  the  chariness  felt  by 
Senators  as  to  their  reputation,  which  induced  them 
to  revise  their  speeches  before  they  permitted  them 
to  be  sent  out  to  the  world. 

Mr.  BENTON  adpoitted  the  impossibility  of 
any  accuracy  of  report,  when  Senators  could  not 
understand  each  other. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
the  resolution,  by  inserting  a  provision,  that  a 
compensation  of  $2,500  be  granted  to  the  reporter, 
as  a  compensation,  on  the  relinquishment  of  his 
contract;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING  remarked  on  the  difficulties  which 
stood  in  the  way  of  correct  reporting.  He  believed 
that  no  system  could  be  adopted  which  would  give 
universal  satisfaction.  There  would  be  complaints 
before  the  expiration  of  a  single  year.    He  thought 


we  had  better  return  to  the  old  system,  by  which 
running  reports  were  circulated  through  the  coun- 
try,  and  if  they  sometimes  did  injustice,  they  were, 
on  the  whole,  not  materially  wrong.  He  would 
move  to  strike  out  the  part  of  the  resolution  which 
provides  for  the  publication  of  written  revised 
speeches.     There  should  be  sworn  reporters. 

Mr.  BENTON  reminded  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama, that  this  new  plan  would  be  under  the  daily 
control  of  the  Senate.  As  to  the  revision  of  speech- 
es, it  was  a  practice  of  long  standing.  These 
speeches  were  published  in  the  districts  to  which 
the  gentlemen  belonged;  and,  if  they  were  of  pub- 
lic importance,  they  found  their  way  into  other 
papers.  As  to  the  writing  out  of  speeches,  he 
wished  he  could  have  the  opportunity  to  write  out 
all  his  speeches — to  revise,  chastise,  punish  them. 
The  true  as  well  as  the  customary  mode  of  re- 
porting was  not  literal,  but  historical — using  the 
third  person,  not  the  first.  He  was  against  swear- 
ing. How  could  reporters  be  sworn  to  report 
correct  speeches,  when  Senators  themselves  could 
not  hear  each  other? 

Mr.  KING  explained,  that  a  suggestion  was 
formerly  made  to  change  the  usual  mode  of  re- 
porting, 9.nd  to  employ  sworn  reporters.  He  stated 
what  was  the  practice  in  the  British  Parliament, 
where  reporters  succeeded  each  other,  and  sent 
their  reports  to  the  printing  office  as  the  speaking 
was  going  on.  No  reporter  can  take  down  every 
word,  even  when  the  Senate  is  in  order;  when  it  is 
not  in  order — and  he  regretted  thatitwas  now  more 
disorderly  than  he  had  ever  known  it  to  be — it  was 
impossible  to  come  near  it.  He  hoped  the  clause 
to  which  he  had  objected  would  be  stricken  out, 
and  then  he  would  not  make  any  strenuous  objec- 
tion to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  testified  in  favor  of  the  tal- 
ents and  politeness  of  the  reporter,  while'he  was 
in  favor  of  the  resolution  as  it  had  been  amended. 

Mr.  ALLEN  said,  that  a  correct  system  of  re- 
porting was  very  desirable,  and  he  knew  no  better 
plan  than  had  been  suggested  by  the  committee. 
He  desired  to  amend,  by  introducing  a  provision 
that  the  Journal  of  the  Senate  should  be  published 
at  the  end  of  every  week,  which  would  give  the 
debates,  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  proceedings  on  all 
great  private  claims.  Two  reporters  are  not  suffi- 
cient to  give  reports  of  all  that  is  said  here.  If  you 
take  enough  of  them,  you  may  have  every  word 
reported.  In  England,  no  reporter  takes  more  than 
twenty  minutes,  when  he  goes  out  and  corrects 
his  report  while  it  is  fraeh  in  his  mind,  and  hands 
it  to  the  printer,  while  another  reporter  takes  his 
place.  No  reporter  can  report  more  than  twenty 
minutes.  He  believed  that  in  this  Senate  there 
was  a  more  correct  delivery  than  in  the  British 
House  of  Lords. 

Mr.  BENTON  hoped  the  Senator  would  add  to 
his  proposition  a  provision  striking  out  all  the  rest 
of  the  resolution. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  King  was  neg- 
atived. 

Mr.  Allen's  amendment  was  negatived. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  was,  he  said,  against  the 
resolution,  and  would  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  resolution  was 
adopted:  Yeas  37,  nays  9,  as  follows: 
'  YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell, 
Benton,  Berrien,  Bright,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cameron,  Clarke, 
Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Dodge, 
Downs,  Fetch,  Fitzgerald,  Foote,  Greene,  Hamlin,  Houston, 
Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Manguni,  Ma- 
son, Metcalfe,  Miller,  Niles,Pearce,  Phelps,  Spruance,  Un- 
derwood, Upham,  and  Yulee — 37. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Borland,  Breese,  Davis  of  Mississippi, 
Hunter,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  Walker,  and 
Westcott— 9. 

MAIL  POST  ROUTES. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NILES,  the  Senate  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  House  bill  to  es- 
tablish certain  post  routes,  the  amendment  pend- 
ing being  that  of  Mr.  Niles,  in  the  following  words: 

Sec.  10.  ^nd  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and- after 
the  first  day  of  October  next,  the  postage  on  newspapers 
and  other  printed  matter  shall  be  as  lollows  :  all  newspapers, 
p;unphlets,  magazines,  and  books,  whether  periodicals  or 
not,  not  exceeding  one  ounce  in  weight,  shall  be  charged 
with  one  cent  postage,  and  a  like  sum  lor  every  additional 
ounce  or  fractional  part  thereof,  amounting  to  a  half  ounce  : 
Provided,  Th;U  newspapers,  not  exceeding  one  ounce  in 
weight  and  not  sent  over  filYy  miles  from  the  office  of  pub- 
lication shall  be  charged  with  one-half  cent  postage ;  and  on 
all  newspapers  not  sent  from  the  office  of  publication  the 
postage  must  be  prepaid  one  cent:  ^nd  pro  vide  t  further, 
Tli.it  nothing  herein  contained  shall  take  away  the  right  of 
publishers  to  receive  newspapers  in  exchange  free  of  postage; 
and  the  like  privilege  of  exchange  shall  be  extended  lo  otlier 
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periodicals  the  same  as  to  newspapers  :  ^7id  provided,  That 
newspipers  not  exi-eeding  five  hundred  square  inches,  and 
sent  in  bundles  weishing  four  ounces  or  more,  and  directed 
to  one  persr>ii  only,  shall  be  charged  with  poslnge  at  the  rate 
of  one  cent  per  ounce.  And  the  same  tranltiiig  privilege 
enjoyed  liy  nienihers  of  Congress  shall  he  extended  to  the 
Heads  01"  Departments  and  the  Attorney  General. 

xVIr.  DICKINSON  moved  to  add  the  following 
proviso,  to  come  in  after  the  word  prepaid: 

Provided,  That  all  newspapers  which  are  published 
weekly  uviy  br:  sent  any  distance  witliiu  fi'ty  miles,  or 
throughout  the  county  where  printed,  free  of  poritage. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  asked  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  amendment,  which  provides  that  new.spapers 
shall  be  ti-ansported  free  within  thirty  miles. 

Mr.  BOR.LAND  restated  his  objections  to  the 
amendment,  because  it  would  not  benefit  the 
sparsely  pc'ipled  districts  of  the  West. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  replied  that  were  we  to  legis- 
late from  this  time  till  doomsday,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  put  the  West  on  the  same  footing  of 
convenience  with  the  large  cities  and  densely  peo- 
pled regions. 

Mr.  CAMERON  advocated  the  amendment  as 
beneficial  to  the  publishers  of  the  small  country 
papers. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  was  against  the 
amendment,  if  it  diminished  the  compensation  to 
postmasters. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  said  its  effect  in  reference  to 
the  compensation  would  be  very  trifling. 

Messrs.  JOHNSON,  DOWNS,  FOOTE, 
NILES,  and  DICKINSON,  made  some  brief  re- 
marks, when  Mr.  DICKINSON  modified  his 
amendment  so  as  to  read  "  fifty  miles." 

The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Borland,  Bright,  Cam- 
eron, Clarke,  Corwin,  Dickinson,  Dodge,  Downs,  Felcli, 
Foote,  Gieene,  Hale,  Honston,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  John- 
son of  Louisiana,  Kin^,  Mason,  Miller,  Phelps,  Spruanee, 
Turncy,  Uphain,  and  Walker — 25. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Badi^er,  Calhoun,  Davis  of  Mississippi, 
Hamlin,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Mangum,  Metcalle, 
Ntles,  Pearce,  Sebastian,  Underwood,  Westcoit,  and  Yulee 
—14. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  moved  to  strike  out  and  in- 
sert, that  newspapers  published  weekly  shall  be 
transmitted  free  of  postage  through  the  State  in 
which  they  are  published. 

The  motion  being  declared  out  of  order — 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New 
York  had  been  agreed  to,  but  the  motion  was  with- 
drawn. 

The  question  was  thetf  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment as  amended,  and  the  result  was  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Baldwin,  Bright,  Cam- 
eron, Clarke,  Dayton,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Dodge,  Douglas, 
Downs,  Felch,  Filzgerald,  Greene,  Houston,  Jolinson  of 
Maryland,  Miller,  Niles,  Phelps,  Spruanee,  Sturgeon,  Up- 
ham,  and  Walker— 24. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Badger,  Bell,  Berrien,  Borland,  Brad- 
bury, Butler,  Calhoun,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts, 
Davis  of  Mississippi,  Hamlin,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  John- 
son of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  Mangum,  Mason,  Metcalfe, 
Pearce,  Sebastian,  Turney,  Underwood,  Westcoit,  and  Yu- 
lee—24. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  then  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  amendment  was  lost;  and  after 
some  remarks — 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider on  the  table;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  having 
been  demanded,  the  vole  stood  for  laying  the  mo- 
tion on  the  table  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs,  Badger,  Berrien,  Borland,  Bradbury, 
Clarke,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dodge,  Hale,  Hanne- 
gan,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Gi^orgia, 
king,  Sebastian,  Spruanee,  Underwood,  Walker, and  West- 
coli— ly. 

NAVS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Atherton,  Baldwin,  Breese, 
Bright,  Calhoun,  (,'ameron,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Downs,  John- 
son of  Louisiana,  Lewis,  Niles,  Pearce,  Turney,  and  Yulee 
-16. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  then  renewed  the  clause  just 
rejected  with  the  following  proviso: 

Proivlcd,  That  all  newspapers  published  weekly  shall  not 
be  char,'ed  postage  within  the  Suite  in  which  the  same  are 
published. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  opposed  the  motion  as  imposing 
an  uncfiual  tux  on  the  press. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  vindicated  his  motion,  on  the 
ground  that  papers  which  were  taken  within  the 
Slate  are  taken  for  the  business  information. 

Mr.  CAMERON  was  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment, because  it  took  in  the  weekly  papers  pub- 
lished in  the  cities,  which  are  made  up  from  the 
daily. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  which  were  oi'dcrcd;  and  after  a  few  words 


from  Mr.  WESTCOTT  and  Mr.  NILES,  the 
question  was  taken  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Badger,  Benton,  Berrien,  Borland, 
Breese,  Corwin,  Dodge,  Douglas,  Downs,  Felch,  Fitzgerald, 
Hale-,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
Johnson  of  Georgia,  Lewis,  Sebastian,  Spruanee,  Turney, 
Underwood,  Uphani,  Webster,  and  Weslcott — 25. 

NAVS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Bradbury, 
Bright,  Butler,  Cameron,  Davis  of  Massachusets,  Davis  of 
Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Hamlin,  Hunler,  King,  Mason, 
Miller,  Niles,  Pearce,  Phelps,  and  Sturgeon — 20. 

An  aiTiendment  was  offered  by  Mr.  YULEE, 
the  effect  of  which  was  to  take  away  the  discre- 
tionary power  from  the  Postmaster  General;  and 
after  some  considerable  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
YULEE,  BRIGHT,  NILES,  and  others,  partici- 
pated, the  question  was  taken  and  decided  in  the 
negative. 

Sir.  NILES  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  the  following: 

Jind  be  il  farther  enacted.  That  the  Postmaster  General 
be,  and  hereby  is,  authorized  to  Advance  to  the  Ocean  Steam 
Navigation  Company  a  sum  not  exceeding  $25,0UO  per 
month,  to  enable  the  company  to  complete  the  steamship 
Franklin,  now  building  by  said  company,  and  to  take  secu- 
rity on  said  ship  for  the  money  so  advanced,  in  such  way  as 
he  may  deem  correct  and  safe  for  the  United  States,  and 
said  money  to  be  reimbursed  from  the  payments  to  which 
said  company  may  be  entitled  for  carrying  the  mail  to  Soulh- 
ainplon  and  Bremen,  according  to  their  contract:  Provided, 
That  the  whole  sum  advanced  shall  not  exceed  $150,000: 
And  provided,  further,  That  said  company  shall  complete 
said  steamer  within  nine  months,  and  shall  also  make  an 
arrangement  with  the  owners  of  the  steamship  United  Stales 
to  form  a  line  with  the  Franklin  to  Havre,  in  France,  and 
the  company  to  run  only  two  ships  to  Bremen. 

This  led  to  some  considerable  debate,  in  which 
Messrs.  DICKINSON,  DIX,  BRADBURY,  AL- 
LEN, NILES,  and  others,  participated;  when  the 
question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided 
in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bradbury,  Davis  of 
Massachusetts,  Dayton,  Dix,  Downs,  Foote,  Hale,  Hamlin, 
Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Miller,  Niles, 
I'earce,  and  Sturgeon — 16. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Berrien,  Bor- 
land, Bright,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Cameron,  Clarke,  Corwin, 
Davis  of  Mississippi,  Dickinson,  Dodge,  Felch,  Fitzgerald, 
Hannegaii,  Houston,  Hunter,  King,  Lewis,  Mason,  Met- 
calfe, Phelps,  Sebastian,  Spruanee,  Turney,  Underwood, 
Walker,  and  Weslcott— 30. 

Mr.  BORLAND  moved  an  amendment,  autho- 
rizing the  Postmaster  General  to  make  a  contract 
for  a  mail  steamer,  down  the  Mississippi;  which 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  PEARCE  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting a  provision  to  pay  J.  B.  Sullivan  a  claim 
for  work  done  for  the  Post  Office  Department; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PEARCE  moved  an  amendment  for  the 
payment  of  J.  L.Graham,  late  postinaster  of  New 
York,  for  expenses  incurred  by  him;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  YULEE  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  in- 
serting a  clause  rendering  it  imperative  on  thfi 
Postmaster  General  to  let  the  different  post  routes 
in  this  bill,  and  those  hei'etofore  ordered  by  differ- 
ent acts,  at  the  next  letting  after  the  passage  of  this 
act.  Heretofore  he  has  exercised  a  discretion  on 
this  subject,  denying  the  right  of  Congress  to  take 
it  from  him,  as  to  the  propriety  of  establishing  the 
routes  specified  in  the  legislative  acts. 

The  motion  •^•as  disagreed  to. 

The  Senate  then  took  a  recess  until  six  o'clock. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to  regu- 
late appeals  from  the  trial  of  issues  in  the  District 
of  Columbia;  the  passage  of  which  was,  he  said, 
absolutely  necessary  to  enable  the  people  of  this 
District  to  obtain  justice. 

Mr.  BADGER  thought  it  better,  he  said,  to 
leave  the  matter  as  it  was. 

Mr.  BUTLER  advocated  the  motion  to  take  up 
the  bill.  When  issues  were  sent  down  from  the 
chancery  and  orphans'  courts,  the  decision  of  the 
circuit  court  was  final.  There  was  no  appeal.  He 
was  not  anxious  about  the  matter. 

Mr.  MASON  asked  if  the  motion  was  not  to 
take  up  the  bill? 

The  PRESIDENT  pro  tern,  said  that  was  the 
motion;  and  that  there  was  a  bill  now  before  the 
Senate,  to  wit:  the  bill  to  establish  certain  post 
routes. 

The  bill  to  establish  certain  post  routes  was  then 
taken  up;  and  it  was,  on  motion,  without  any 
action,  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

MEXICAN  CLAIMS. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  Senate  took 


up,  as,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  bill  to  carry 
into  effect  certain  stipulations  of  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the  Republic  of 
Mexico  of  the  2d  day  of  February,  1848. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion, which  was  in  these  words: 

Be  it  enacted,  ^'c.  Thai  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorized,  upon  the  presentation  of  the 
certificates  issued  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  for  the 
sums  awarded  against  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  under  the 
act  of  September  1,  1841, entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an 
actentitled  '  An  act  to  carry  into  elfeel  a  convention  between 
the  United  Slates  and  the  Mexican  Republic,'"  and  under 
the  act  to  which  the  same  was  an  addition,  to  ascertain  the 
amount  due  on  said  certificates  respectively,  and  to  pay  the 
amount  so  ascertained  to  be  due  to  the  parlies  legally  enti- 
tled to  receive  the  same,  upon  the  surrender  of  said  certifi- 
cates to  the  Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  B.  said  this  was  perfectly  unnecessary, 
provision  having  been  made  by  another  bill. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  BEN- 
TON, Mr.  JOHNSONof  Maryland,  and  others, 
the  motion  to  strike  out  was  agi'eed  to. 

The  second  section  was  next  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  all  claims  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Slates  against  the  Republic  of  Mexico, 
which  were  considered  by  the  board  of  commissioners  ap- 
pointed under  the  convention  of  11th  April,  1839,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  umpire,  and  which  were  not  decided  by  him,  but 
returned  to  the  said  board  by  the  said  umpire  on  the  25lh 
Februao',  1842,  shall  be  considered  as  adjudicated,  and  the 
sums  awarded  in  favor  of  said  claimants  respectively,  and 
reported  to  said  umpire,  together  with  interest  on  the  same, 
as  provided  by  said  convention  of  11th  April,  1839,  to  be 
paid  upon  the  final  awards  of  said  board,  shall  be  paid  to 
said  claimants,  or  their  legal  representatives,  respectively. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  amend  this  section,  by 
adding  thereto  a  proviso,  as  follows: 

Provided,  That  this  section  shall  he  construed  to  provide 
for  the  payment  only  of  such  awards  or  parts  of  awards, 
without  interest,  as  were  concurred  in  bv  both  American 
Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales :  .^nd  pro- 
vidcdfurther.  That  the  payments  provided  for  by  this  section 
shall  be  made  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  bearing  interest  at  six  per  cent,  p^^r  an- 
num, as  the  President  may  direct. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  desired  to  make  the  provision  so 
plain  that  it  could  not  be  misunderstood.  He  en- 
tered into  an  explanation  of  the  mode  of  proceed- 
ing by  the  commission,  and  the  reason  why  the 
sum  of  ^928,000,  which  was  adjudicated  by  the 
commissioners,  was  not  paid.  He  said  this  pro- 
vision would  cause  the  claimants  to  be  paid  whose 
claims  had  been  adjudicated  by  the  commissioners, 
and  he  argued  that  they  should  not  again  be  re- 
quired to  go  before  another  board  to  establish 
their  claiins. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  concurred  with 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri,  that  it  would 
be  exceedingly  unjust  to  compel  these  claimants 
to  go  before  another  board  and  reproduce  their 
proofs,  particularly  since  very  many  of  the  proofs 
on  which  the  pending  claims  were  adjudicated  had 
been  taken  away  by  the  Mexican  commissionei's. 
He  also  wished  to  inquire  whether  this  amount 
was  to  be  paid  out  of  the  three  and  a  quarter  mil- 
lions, or  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  United  States;' 
He  understood  that  it  was  proposed  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  treasury,  and  not  to  be  a  reduction  of  the 
three  and  a  quarter  millions. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  that  it  was  so.  The 
proviso,  as  he  had  stated,  was  to  prevent  misun- 
derstanding. These  amounts,  by  the  provision, 
would  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury,  leaving  the 
three  and  a  quarter  millions  for  the  payment  of 
claimants  to  be  hereafter  decided  upon.  And  if 
the  amount  of  the  claims  should  exceed  the  three 
and  a  quarter  millions,  the  distribution  must  be  a 
pro  rata  one.  There  would  be  no  difficulty  in  this 
case.  This  was  not  a  question  between  the  United 
States  and  a  foreign  country  requiring  an  umpire, 
but  between  the  United  States  and  her  own  citi- 
zens, and  the  proviso  was  constructed  with  great 
care  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  protection  against 
any  injustice  to  the  claimant. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  reminded  the  Senate  of  the 
fact  that  the  umpire,  when  he  adjudicated  other 
claims,  made  a  reduction  of  30  and  32  per  cent.; 
and  if  these  claiins  were  to  be  paid  with  such  a 
reduction,  an  inequality  would  exist,  and  these 
claimants  would  be  placed  in  a  better  position  by 
30  or  32  per  cent,  than  those  on  whose  claims  the 
umpire  had  acted.  He  also  commented  on  the 
fact  that  interest  was  proposed  to  be  paid  on  these 
claims,  and  added  that  he  had  hoped  the  three  and 
a  quarter  millions  would  have  covered  the  whole 
of  the  claims. 

Mr.  BENTON  entered  into  further  explana- 
tions.    The  question  in  relation  to  interest  waa 
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one  of  amount  merely.  Owing  to  the  delay  which 
liad  taken  place,  claimants  nad  been  compelled  to 
go  into  the  money  market,  and  raise  means  for 
their  wants  at  exorbitant  rates.  He  disclaimed 
any  design  on  the  part  of  the  committee  to  do  in- 
justice to  any  of  the  claimants.  There  were  cases 
"in  which  neither  the  board  nor  the  umpire  deducted 
a  single  cent.  Others  were  reduced  a  little;  some 
were  reduced  one  half,  and  others  one-third;  the 
average  may  have  been  a  third.  But  there  was  no 
regular  rule  to  go  by.  Some  had  one  hundred  per 
cent,  taken  off.  He  knew  that  in  the  claims  now 
under  discussion  there  would  have  been  no  deduc- 
tion at  all.  The  bill,  he  thought,  was  about  perfect 
as  it  stands.  It  had  passed  the  revision  of  a  com- 
mittee, and  had  received  much  consideration.  As 
to  the  interest,  it  would  be  cruel  to  take  it  away 
from  persons  who  could  show  their  accounts,  and 
prove  that  they  had  paid  three  times  eight  per  cent, 
for  money. 

Mr.  KING  contended  that  the  interest  ought  not 
to  be  allowed.  He  entered  into  a  detail  of  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  to  show  the  ground  on 
which  he  rested  this  opinion.  If  he  had  known 
nothing  of  these  claims,  the  argument  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Missouri  would  have  been  sufficient  to 
satisfy  him  that  it  would  be  most  unjust  to  allow 
this  interest.  The  American  commissioners  had 
clearly  endeavored  to  make  the  amount  due  to 
American  citizens  as  large  as  possible,  and  this 
was  the  cause  of  the  deduction  by  the  umpire. 
There  had  been  no  final  decision,  or  it  could  not 
have  become  necessary  to  introduce  this  bill.  As 
far  as  the  awards  were  made  by  our  commission- 
ers, it  would  not  look  very  well  in  us  to  refuse  to 
pay  them;  but  he  saw  no  good  reason  for  the  pay- 
ment of  interest.  The  effect  would  be  to  deprive 
others  of  interest  perhaps  as  justly  due  to  them. 
He  would  not  look  behind  the  proceedings  of  our 
commission,  although  he  might  do  so;  but  he 
should  certainly  oppose  the  payment  of  interest. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  this  was  a  struggle  for  inter- 
est. He  had  heard  of  different  beds — the  bed  of  jus- 
tice was  one;  and  there  was  another  bed  made  by  a 
person  whose  name  would  present  itself  to  every 
Senator,  which  was  exactly  four  feet  ten  inches 
long;  and  to  this  everything  stretched  on  it  was  to 
be  curtailed.  But  this  he  deemed  to  be  a  worse 
scheme  of  reduction  than  that  he  had  alluded  to. 
Kvery  claim,  without  regard  to  circumstances,  was 
to  be  reduced  to  this  four  feet  ten  and  a  half  inches, 
because  the  arbiter  had  deducted  thirty-three  per 
cent. 

Mr.  BRADBURY  was  of  opinion  that  we  could 
not  do  better  than  adopt  the  rule  of  deduction 
established  by  the  commissioners.  What  other 
rule  had  we  for  our  guide .'  If  we  adopt  the  de- 
cision of  the  board  in  other  respects,  why|sliould 
we  not  do  so  in  the  case  of  the  amount  to  be  de- 
ducted.' The  arbiter  was  independent,  and  he  had 
examined  the  cases,  and  had  laid  down  the  rule 
which  had  been  referred  to.  If  we  take  any  other 
rule,  we  shall  disregard  the  rule  laid  down  by  the 
arbiter.  He  thought  we  could  not  have  a  more 
correct  or  more  reasonable  rule  than  that  of  the 
board,  corrected  by  the. arbiter.     He  was  not  pre- 

Cared  to  state  correctly  to  what  class  these  claims 
elong.  If  the  claims  are  reduced  in  the  same 
ratio  as  the  deduction  of  the  arbiter,  and  give  eight 
per  cent,  interest,  the  amount  of  the  claims  would 
be  between  nine  hundred  thousand  and  a  million 
dollars.  If  the  claims  were  equal  in  justice  to  those 
passed  on  by  the  arbiter,  there  was  no  reason  why 
the  interest  should  be  allowed.  He  did  not  desire 
to  do-  any  injustice  to  the  claimants,  and  rather 
than  send  them  back  to  another  commission,  he 
would  be  willing  to  give  a  larger  amount. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend 
the  proviso  by  adding: 

And  said  claims  in  all  other  respects  shall  be  placed 
upon  the  same  footinu:  with  the  claims  includf:d  in  the  13th 
.irticle  of  the  treaty  li'enveen  the  United  States  and  Mexico, 
of  the  2d  of  February,  1848. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Johnson]  to  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Benton. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  said  he  must  vote  against  the 
amendment.  It  was  based  on  the  idea  that  these 
claims  were  to  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  with 
those  submitted  by  the  board.  The  Senator  from 
Alabama  thought  the  claimants  might  consider 
themselves  fortunate  if  they  get  their  claims  with- 
out interest. 


Mr.  KING  said  he  wished  to  be  understood. 
He  had  said  that  the  umpire  had  scaled  down  the 
claims,  and  it  was  to  be  inferred  that  they  were 
too  high. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  the  Senator  from  Alabama 
had  used  the  word  "scale"  four  times.  Did  he 
iptend  to  say  that  to  scale  was  to  reduce.' 

Mr.  KING.     Yes. 

Mr.  BENTON  replied  it  was  not  so.  A  scale 
was  a  long-tried  instrument,  which  leveled  off  hor- 
izontally.    The  continental  bills  were  scaled. 

Mr.  JOHNSON  resumed  his  remarks  in  favor 
of  the  claims  and  interest.  He  argued  that  if  the 
officers  of  the  Government  had  deemed  the  amount 
to  be  due,  there  could  be  no  propriety  in  our  de- 
ciding that  they  are  not  due. 

Mr.  BADGER  stated  that  the  United  States  had, 
by  treaty,  discharged  Mexico  from  all  responsibil- 
ity, and  we  had  assumed  these  claims  to  the  amount 
of  three  and  a  quarter  millions.  He  was  opposed 
to  the  treaty,  because  he  felt  that  we  ought  not  to 
discharge  another  government  from  responsibility 
until  we  were  prepared  to  pay  these  claims.  He 
th'Brefore  desired  to  strike  out  the  limitation  of  three 
and  a  quarter  millions,  Jjecause  the  total  amount 
was  unascertained.  Between  the  claims  which  had 
been  adjudicated,  and  such  as  had  not  been  adju- 
dicated, he  could  not  see  the  smallest  distinction. 
Should  it  turn  out  that  the  claims  exceed  in  amount 
the  three  and  a  quarter  millions,  was  that  to  be 
regarded  as  a  reason  why  v/e  should  not  pay  them.' 
If  the  claims  were  to  reach  five  millions,  we  were 
as  much  bound  to  pay  them  as  if  they  fell  within 
the  three  and  a  quarter  millions.  He  did  not  ex- 
actly understand  the  amendment  of  his  friend  from 
Maryland;  but  if  it  placed  all  on  the  same  footing, 
he  should  not  oppose  it. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  was  not  willing  to  pay  all 
these  claims.  He  read  the  thirteenth  article  of  the 
treaty,  which  specified  claims  already  liquidated 
and  decided  against  the  United  States.  Now,  these 
were  all  the  claims  which  were  then  due.  The 
claims  under  the  award  of  the  arbiter,  which  were 
not  decided,  were  not  embraced  in  this  article  of 
the  treaty.  The  correctness  of  this  view  being 
admitted,  as  it  was,  by  his  friend  from  Maryland, 
he  went  on  to  show  that  there  was  no  reason  why 
these  claims  should  be  now  allowed.  If  it  was 
intended  to  give  away  this  jp900,000  outof  the  treas- 
ury, it  was  then  a  manifest,  open  gift.  It  did  not, 
then,  come  within  the  claims  chargeable  on  the 
three  and  a  quarter  millions.  It  was  a  sum  in 
addition  'to  the  three  and  a  quarter  millions,  and 
transcended  by  nearly  a  million  the  sum  we  are 
bound  to  pay  by  compact;  and  it  is  thus  so  much 
thrown  away.  It  is  proposed  to  pay  $900,000  now, 
and  postpone  the  other  claims  for  two  years.  It  is 
gaid  there  are  gutstanding  claims  to  the  amount  of 
six  or  six  and  a  half  millions:  so  that  the  three  and 
a  quarter  millions  will  only  pay  fifty  cents  in  the 
dollar;  and  no  argument  can  do  away  the  injus- 
tice of  paying  a  portion  in  full  now,  and  a  small 
portion  of  the  residue  at  a  future  period. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  said  he  took  a 
different  view.  He  thought  we  were  bound  to 
pay  all  debts  justly  due.  He  was  ready  to  vote 
for  the  payment  in  full  of  all  these  claims,  when- 
ever proof  should  be  produced. 

Mr.  PHELPS  said,  we  could  not  pay  the  whole 
of  these  debts  in  full.  If  we  pay  now  a  portion  in 
full,  we  cannot  pay  in  full  those  which  will  remain 
to  be  paid.  If  we  assume  that  the  |900,000  are  to 
be  deducted  from  the  three  and  a  quarter  millions, 
and  the  rest  must  be  a  dividend,  how  can  we  pay 
the  |900,000  until  you  ascertain  what  the  pro  rata 
dividend  is.'  We  cannot  either  pay  these  men  out 
of  the  treasury,  or  leave  them  to  take  their  pro  rata. 
He  saw  no  mode  but  to  adopt  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Maryland,  or  to  strike  out  from 
the  bill  the  provision  for  payment  of  these  claims. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  again  referred  to  the  treaty 
to  show  that  we  are  only  bound  to  pay  the  claims 
to  an  amount  exceeding  three  and  a  quarter  mil- 
lions. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  was  of  opinion 
that  we  were  bound  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  claims, 
without  regard  to  the  limitation  of  the  treaty,  even 
if  they  amounted  to  twenty  millions. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said,  if  that  was  the  true 
view,  he  could  wish  to  have  an  examination  of  the 
claims,  and  of  the  extent  to  which  they  go. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  reminded  the  Senate  that  he 
had  moved  to  strike  out  this  limitation  when  the 
treaty  was  under  consideration.     He  desired  to 


see  our  country  taking  the  same  stand  that  Eno-- 
land  had  taken  in  the  protection  of  her  commerce 
and  citizens.  He  should  vote  for  the  payment  of 
all  liquidated  claims,  and  would  never  sanction  the 
idea  that  we  used  the  claims  of  our  citizens  for 
speculative  purposes  in  our  negotiations  with  a. 
foreign  power. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  the  terms  of  the  treaty  _ 
vvere  plain.     It  bound  us  to  pay  the  claims  of  our  ' 
citizens  to  the  amount  of  three  and  a  quarter  mil- 
lions.    The  unliquidated  claims  v/ere  to  be  settled 
to  that  amount.    Out  of  what  fund  is  this  <f900,000 
to  be  taken .' 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland.  Out  of  the  treas- 
ury. 

Mr.  CALHOUN.  Not  out  of  the  three  and  a 
quarter  millions.'  Then  it  does  not  come  within 
the  terms  of  the  treaty.  We  are  not  bound  to  pay 
it  until  it  has  come  before  another  board. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
to  the  amendment,  and  was  decided  as'follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Badger,  Baldwin,  Benton,  Bradbury, 
Clarke,  Downs,  Greene,  Houston,  Johnson  of  M^iryland, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Pearce,  Phelps,  Uphani,  and  Weat- 
cott — 14. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Bell,  Betrien,  Borland, 
Bright,  Calhoun,  Cameron,  Corwin,  Davis  of  Mussachu- 
setts,  D.iyton,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Dodge,  Fekh,  Hale,  Han- 
negan,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis,  Miller,  Niles, 
Sebastian,  Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Turney,  Onderwood,  and 
Yulee— 28. 

Mr.  BADGER  moved  to  strike  out  the  allow- 
ance of  interest,  but  withdrew  it  on  the  suggestion 
that  it  was  out  of  order.  He  then  moved  to  insert 
the  words  "  without  interest" — ayes  25.  So  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  was  objectionable,  because 
it  made  a  distinction  between  one  portion  of  unli- 
quidated claims  against  another  portion  of  similar 
claims.  He  should  vote  against  the  amendment 
to  the  section,  and  then  against  the  section  itself. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  thought  the  best  mode 
would  be  to  vote  for  the  amendment;  and  having 
thus  put  the  section  in  the  best  form,  to  vote  against 
that  part  of  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  he  opposed;  and  that  was  the  part  which 
required  these  claims  to  be  submitted  to  two  com- 
missioners, 

Mr.  CALHOUN,. that  he  might  not  embarfiss, 
withdrew  his  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays;  and  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BADGER  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  words  "  together  v^th  interest  on  the  same;" 
which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ayes  24. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  said,  as  the  sec- 
tion now  stood,  he  should  vote  for  striking  out  the 
section.  He  had  been  informed,  from  a  source  in 
which  he  placed  great  reliance,  thatthese  claims  had 
been  submitted  to  the  board,  and  that  the  papers 
were  taken  away  by  the  Mexican  commissioners; 
and  if  they  were  compelled  to  reproduce  their  proofs, 
they  might  be  unable  to  do  it.  The  two  United 
States  commissioners  had  pronounced  in  favor  of 
these  claims.  He  therefore  proposed  to  offer  an 
amendment,  that  these  claims  are  adjudicated,  by 
striking  out  in  the  second  section  all  after  the  words 
"adjudicated,"  and  inserting,  "and  shall  be  paid 
as  found  to  be  due  upon  the  same  footing  with 
the  claims  included  in  the  thirteenth  article  of  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  Republic 
of  Mexico,  of  the  2d  February,  1848." 

Mr.  NILES  was  opposed  to  any  new  mode  of 
settling  and  adjusting  these  claims,  which  might 
be  productive  of  great  injustice  to  either  claimants. 
By  deciding  that  these  claims  are  adjudicated,  we 
decide  that  all  other  claims  are  unliquidated. 

Mr.  ALLEN  was  of  opinion,  that  if  we  go  into 
the  public  treasury  to  pay  these  claims,  there  will 
no  longer  be  any  limit  to  them,  and  the  treaty  be- 
comes a  mere  dead  letter.  By  assuming  the  pay- 
mentof  these  claims,  to  a  limited  extent,  we  interest 
every  claimant  to  become  vigilant  in  preventing 
fraud  from  another;  because  every  one  will  argue, 
that  the  more  there  is  given  to  another,  the  less 
will  be  his  share. 

Mr.  DAYTON  could  not  see  the  possibility  of 
settling  this  matter  so  as  to  do  justice  to  all.  He 
did  not  think  that  we  could  now  settle  the  matter. 
It  had  been  decided  that  this  !j,900,000  should  not 
be  paid  out  of  the  treasury,  and  we  must  now  wait 
to  see  what  will  be  the  pro  rata.  He  could  not 
assent  to  the  views  of  the  Senator  from  Maryland. 
It  was  probable  that  the  papers — these  vouchers 
which  he  eaid  were  taken  away  by  the  Mexican 
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commissioners — may  not  these  papers  have  been 
Mexican  voucliers?  If  not,  they  may  be  recov- 
ered, as  the  treaty  provides  that  such  papers  shall 
be  given  up  when  demanded. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  remarked  on  the 
character  of  the  tribunal  to  wiiicii  lhe.se  claims  had 
been  referred.  Before  this  board,  being  a  joint 
commission,  it  was  perfectly  natural  that  the  Mex- 
ican commissioners  would  put  the  best  face  on 
Mexican  claims,  and  the  United  States  commis- 
sioners would  do  the  same  with  reference  to  Amer- 
ican claims.  They  were  not,  by  the  obligations 
inipo.''ed  on  them,  precluded  from  doing  this.  He 
thought  there  should  be  a  revision  of  these  claims, 
and  that  they  should  be  put  on  the  same  footing 
with  other  claimants.  They  could  then  be  easily 
adjusted.  We  may  then  be  bound  to  allowthese 
claims. 

The  amendment  was  then  negatived. 

Mr.  UNPERWOOD  moved  to  strike  out  the 
second  section,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered;  and  the  question  being  taken, 
was  decided  as  follows: 

VEAS — Messrs.  Allen,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Berrien,  Breese, 
Bii^lit,  Buller,  Calhoun,  Clarke,  Cornin,  Davis  of  Massa- 
chusetts, D.iyton,  Dodge,  Foote,  Hamlin,  Houston,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Maryland,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis, 
Mangum,  Miller,  Niles,  Pearce,  Sebastian,  Spruance,  Stur- 
geon, Tiirney,  Underwood,  and  Yiilee — 31. 

NAY.S — Messrs.  Benton,  Downs,  Hannegan,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  iMason,  Upliani,  and  Westcott — 7. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  proposed  to 
amend  the  bill  so  as  to  provide  that  the  secretary 
of  the  commission  be  appointed  by  the  President, 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and 
that  the  clerk  be  appointed  by  the  board. 

■^r.  KING  suggested  that  the  board  could  ac- 
complish their  business  with  a  secretary  alone. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  and  amendments  were  reported  to  the 
Senate.  The  question  being  on  concurrence  in  the 
amendments,  Mr.  BALDWIN  proposed  to  amend 
the  bill. 

Mr.  B.  thought,  he  said,  there  was  much  reason 
in  the  objections  made  to  the  recognition  of  the 
claims,  under  the  second  section,  as  adjudicated, 
because  it  would  prevent  the  board  from  examin- 
ing all  the  evidence  upon  which  the  claims  rested. 
Bu*  there  was  great  hardship  in  obliging  the 
claimants  to  incur  the  expense  of  obtaining  the 
evidence  of  their  claims  from  Mexico,  to  which 
they  have  been  .sent  back.  The  claims  should  be 
considered  as  adjudicated  so  far  as  to  be  prima 
facie  evidence  of  their  valimty. 

Mr.  ALLEN  and  Mr.  BERRIEN  opposed  the 
amendment.  We  had  no  reason  to  believe  that 
duplicates  had  not  been  retained  of  all  vouchers, 
or  that  the  Mexican  Government  would  not  de- 
liver them  up. 

Mr.  BALDWIN  offered  an  amendment  accord- 
ingly, which  was  rejected. 

The  amendments  were  concurred  in,  and  the 
bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  HALE  offered  a  resolution  (which  lies 
over)  for  compensating  James  Moore  for  perform- 
ing duties  as  carrier  of  the  Senate. 

POST  ROUTES. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  to 
establish  certain  post  routes;  which  was  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  ATCHISON  moved  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  the  bill;  which  was  supported  by  Mr. 
KING.  • 

Mr.  DOWNS,  Mr.  HOUSTON,  and  Mr. 
WRSTCOTT  opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  made  some  remarks  upon  a 
portion  of  ilie  bill  which  appeared  to  him  to  be 
very  obscure. 

Mr.  NILES  made  some  explanation  as  to  the 
present  slate  of  the  bill. 

After  some  remarks  on  a  question  of  order,  the 
Senate,  by  reconsideration,  reached  the  amend- 
ment given  in  a  former  part  of  the  report  respact- 
ing  the  rate  of  poataj^e  on  newspapers. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  moved  an  amendment  to  this 
amendment,  striking  out  the  words  relmive  to  the 
circulation  free  of  postage  of  newspapers  through 
the  State,  and  sub.stituting  a  provision  for  the  free 
circulation  of  weekly  newspapers  within  fifty  miles 
from  the  place  of  their  publication. 

After  some  remarks  from  Mr.  WESTCOTT, 
Mr.  NILES,  and  Mr.  BADGER,  as  to  the  expe- 
diency of  the  amendment  adopted  in  relation  to 
newspapers — 


Mr.  CALHOUN  suggested  that  the  Senate 
should  be  very  careful  not  to  embarrass  the  whole 
machinery  of  the  Post  Office  Department.  These 
provisions  exempting  newspapers  from  postage, 
might  seriously  affect  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Dickinson's  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert 
was  rejected. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  amendment,  as 
it  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  it  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then'passed. 

By  consent,  the  message  from  the  House  asking 
a  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  army  appropriation  bill  was  taken 
up,  and  a  committee  of  conference  was  ordered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Executive  busi- 
ness at  half-past  ten  o'clock,  and  at  eleven  o'clock 
adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Saturday,  August  12,  1848. 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  called  up  the  motion 
made  some  days  since  by  Mr.  Thompson,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, to  reconsider  trhe  vote  by  which  the 
Senate  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charity  Herring  was 
passed. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  having  been  by  general 
consent  agreed  to — 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  a 
proviso  that  the  patent  granted  by  this  act  shall 
not  be  construed  to  impair  any  legal  or  equitable 
claim  of  any  person  to  said  tract  of  land;  which 
being  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

GERMANY. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  offered  the  following 
joint  resolution,  which  was  read  and  laid  over: 

Whereas  it  is  as  much  the  right  as  it  is  the  interest  of  the 
people  of  this,  the  oldest  and  freest  of  confederated  repub- 
lican commonwealths,  to  sympathize  and  rej(nce  with  all 
others  following  our  example,  and,  above  all,  that  great 
German  nation  from  whoju  not  only  we  but  most  of  our 
English  ancestors  and  institutions  are  descended:  There- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  f{c.,  That  their  congratulations  are  tendered  to 
the  United  German  Confederation,  l.itely  founded  on  the 
great  principles  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  in  sovereign 
States,  to  govern  themselves  without  hereditary  rulers, 
whereby  forty  millions  of  Germans  may  be  peaceably  re- 
stored to  the  first  rank  among  great  nations;  and  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  requested  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  this  resolution  through  the  American  Minister 
-accredileU  to  the  German  Confederation. 

COMMISSIONER  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  FRIES  presented  a  letter  from  Mr.  Medill, 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  in  reply  to  a 
speech  made  by  Mr.  Clingman  two  or  three  days 
since,  in  which  he  expressed  his  belief  that  there 
was  gross  corruption  in  the  BureaiT  of  Indian  Af-' 
fairs.  The  letter  from  Mr.  Medill  denied  that 
there  was  any  corruption  in  his  office,  and  charged 
Mr.  Clingman  with  having  made  false  and  un- 
founded assertions,  and  asked  that  a  committee 
might  be  instituted  to  inquire  into  the  charges. 

Said  communication  was  read,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

To  tke  honorable  the  Home  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  : 

During  the  debate  which  took  place  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentiitives,  on  an  amerrdment  made  by  the  Senate  to  the 
civil  and  diplomatic  bill,  allowing  to  David  Taylor  the  sum 
of  ;jj;l2,8l)0  lora  certain  reservation  claimed  by  him  under 
the  treaties  of  1817  and  18.35  with  the  Cherokecs,as  reported 
in  the  National  Intelligencer  of  this  morning,  I  find  the  fol- 
lowing, viz; 

"Mr.  Clingman  supported  the  claim,  and  took  occasion 
<  to  warn  the  committee  against  any  opposition  which  might 
'  have  been  made  to  it  by  Mr.  iViedill,  ihe  Commi.-sionet  of 
'  Indian  AH'alrs,  who,  he  understood,  hadendeavored  to  pre- 
'  judice  the  claim,  because  the  agents  of  the  claimant  per- 
'  emptorily  refused  to  make  an  allowance  (i)r  his  favoring 
'  the  claim.  Mr.  C.  detiouneed  the  Indian  Bureau  as  tlior- 
'  oughly  corrupt.  He  had  been  credibly  informed  that  the 
'  books  in  that  bureau  had  been  altered  and  falsified  for  cor- 
'  rupt  purposes,  (though  this,  he  believed,  had  been  done 
'  during  the  incujnbency  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the  predecessor 
'  oftlie  presentCommissioner.)  Hehad  noconfidencc  in  Mr. 
'  Medill;  nor  would  he  believe  any  statement  lie  should 
'  make.  An  application  had  been  made  to  the  departmetit 
'  to  have  the  books  taken  out  of  his  office,  and  deposited  in 
'  some  place  where  they  would  be  safe  from  alterations." 

It  is  seldom  that  a  pnldic  olficer  is  justified  in  noticing 
attacks  of  this  kind  ;  but  Ihe  above  charges  are  of  so  grave 
and  specific  a  character,  and  so  seriou^ly  reflect,  not  only 
upon  myself,  personally  and  officially,  but  upon  the  admin- 
istration of  the  whole  of  that  branch  of  the  public  service 
intrusted  to  my  charge,  that  a  diliercnt  course  on  this  occa- 
sion Mccinsto  be  called  for.  If  true,  1  should  be  driven  from 
the  oflicc  I  now  hold  with  igtiominy  and  disgrace,  to  be- 
eoine  an  object  of  scorn  and  contempt  to  all  upright  and 
honest  men ;  and  proper  legislnlion  should  be  had,  at  the 
earliest  period,  to  pumsli  such  abuses,  and  prevent  their 


recurrence.  If  untrue,  and  without  anv  foundation,  it  is 
due  to  every  principle  of  justice  and  common  fairness,  that 
the  fact  should  be  authoritatively  ascertained  and  published 
to  the  world,  that  neither  myself  nor  the  office  may  rest 
under  imputations  so  injurious,  and  which  I  unqualifiedly 
and  indignantly  pronounce  to  be  wholly  and  basely  false,  in 
each  and  every  particular. 

I  be^  leave  to  state  the  following  facts  and  circumstances 
for  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  body.  The  claim  of 
Mr.  Taylor,  who  is  a  while  man  married  to  a  Cherokee 
woman,  never  canle  before  the  Uflice  of  Indian  Attairs  for 
its  action.  That  office  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  claim,  and 
could  and  did  lake  no  cognizance  of  it.  Like  others  under 
the  treaty  of  1835  with  theCherokees,  it  was  to  be  adjudica- 
ted and  settled,  as  required  by  the  17th  article  of  that  treaty, 
by  commissioners  appointed  by  the  President  and  Senate. 
Four  diffi'rent  boards  of  conimissioners  were  appointed  and 
organized  under  that  article,  which  sat  for  the  transaction 
of  business — in  all,  about  five  and  a  half  years.  Mr.  Tay- 
lor's claim,  in  one  shape  or  another,  was  before  the  whole  of 
them.  By  the  first  board  he  was  allowed  $1,518 — being  the 
amount  which  he  had  paid  to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  under 
a  law  of  that  State — with  interest  thereon,  to  obtain  a  fee- 
simple  title;  in  addiliim  to  which,  he  claims  the  value  of 
the  reservation  as  unimproved  land.  This  has  not  been  al- 
lowed by  either  of  the  boards  of  commissioners.  Thesecond 
board  declared  the  claim  "  res  (uljudicata — not  considered  by 
present  commissioners."  The  third  board  decided  that  Mr. 
Taylor  had  no  right  to  the  claim;  whatever  interest  there 
was  remaining,  being  in  his  Indian  wife  and  her  children, 
the  reservation  having  been  taken  in  right  of  the  wife  under 
the  treaties  of  1817  and  1819  with  the  Cherokees.  So  far  as 
he  himself  was  concerned,  the  action  of  this  board  was  ad- 
verse ;  but  the  question  of  the  interest  of  the  wife  and  chil- 
dren was  left  open  for  consideration  on  such  evidence  as 
might  be  produced  in  support  thereof.  So  it  stood  until  the 
organization  of  the  fourth  board,  by  which  it  was  simply 
dismissed,  without  any  formal  or  specific  action  upon  Us 
merits. 

When  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  making  an  appio- 
priation  for  this  claim,  and  for  certain  claims  of  the  Creek 
Indians,  were  undr^r  consideration  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  I  was 
summoned  by  that  committee  to  give  information  respecting 
these  claims.  I  accordingly  appeared  before  the  committee, 
and  gave  such  information  as  it  was  in  my  power  to  furnish, 
which  was  almost  exclusively  of  record,  and  derived  from 
the  official  records  and  papers  I  had  taken  with  me,  and 
submitted  to  the  committee.  And  I  have  yet  to  learn  that 
the  committee  discovered  the  slightest  evidence  or  trace  of 
any  alteration  or  falsification,  by  myself  or  any  one  in  my 
office,  of  these  records  and  papers.  This  was  tlie  only  occa- 
sion on  which  I  have  ever  been  called  upon  to  take  any  part 
in  relation  to  this  claim  ;  and  I  am  sure  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  will  bear  testimony  that  I  made  no  elfort 
to  prejudice  them  against  the  claim,  further  than  the  state- 
ment of  the  facts  from  the  records  which  it  was  my  duty  to 
give  to  them.  Where,  then,  can  there  be  any  grounds  for  the 
base,  wanton,  and  malicious  charges  against  me  in  reference 
to  it.'  I  can  trace  them  to  no  other  cause  than  disappointed 
pecuniary  expectations,  as  it  is  generally  understood  that 
Mr.  Taylor  has  been  in  the  habit  of  making^promises  of  lib- 
eral rewards  to  those  whom  he  believed  could  aid  him  in 
obtaining  the  amount  of  his  claim. 

I  consider  it  not  out  of  place,  and  I  respectfully  ask  the 
permission  of  your  himorable  body,  to  adveilto  the  position 
of  the  honorable  gentleman  who  made  the  charges  quoted, 
in  another  case  recently  before  you  ;  and,  in  view  of  the 
facts  and  circumstances  connected  therewith,  it  is  hoped 
that  he  will  join  in  the  application  now  made,  or  at  least  not 
oppose  it. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Senate  made  an  amendment 
to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Indian  department, 
by  which  a  large  amount  was  to  be  paid  to  certain  Cherokee 
liidiaiis  in  North  Carolina,  from  the  treasury  of  the  United 
States.  I  was  summoned  before  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  to  furnish  information  respecting  this  case, 
when  the  honorable  gentleman  also  appeared  as  an  advo- 
cate or  attornev,  and  strongly  supported  the  claim  as  it 
passed  the  Senate.  The  committee  and  the  House  saw 
proper  to  disagree  to  the  Senate's  amendment,  and  made 
an  important  alteration  therein,  which  might  seriously  have 
aflected  the  interests  of  the  Indians,  or  rather  of  the  white 
speculators  interested  in  the  claim.  Yet  notwithstanding 
the  peculiar  position  occupied  by  the  honorable  gentle- 
man, as  slated  above— which,  however,  could  not  have 
been  known  to  the  honorable  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives — he  became  one  of  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two-Houses  of  Con- 
gress on  this  same  claim.  Notwithstanding  this  remark- 
able circumstance,  and  the  honorabid  gentleman's  pecu- 
liarly zealous  advocacy  of  Mr.  Taylor's  claim,  it  is  hoped 
he  will  not  be  adverse  to  others  endeavoring  to  vindicate 
themselves  from  imjust  aspersions.  Indeed,  theg<'ntleman's 
own  position  was  so  peculiar  and  delicate  a  one,  that  it  was 
to  have,  been  expected,  that  instead  of  rising  in  his  place, 
and  making  gratuitous  and  calumnious  charges  against 
others,  he  would,  if  he  really  believed  there  were  good 
grounds  for  those  charges,  have  moved  for  a  commitlee  of 
investigation,  of  which,  by  the  usages  of  your  honorable 
body,  he  woiiJd  have  been  the  chainnaii ;  by  which  course 
he  could  have  ascertained  the  truth,  without  bringing  into 
question  bis  own  singular  and  extraordinary  position.  Not 
having  done  so,  and  having  pursued  the  wanton  and  unjust 
course  he  did,  devolves  upon  me  the  duty  of  making  Ibis 
application.  Wheri:fore,  I  respectfully  pray  that  your  hon- 
orable body  immediately  appoint  a  committee,  with  full  and 
ample  power  and  authority  to  require  books  and  papers,  to 
examine  witnesses,  and  to  investigate  fully,  not  only  the 
foregoing  charges  against  myself,  and  the  oHice  and  depart- 
ment of  Indian  Affairs,  but  any  others  that  may  be  brought 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  couiJiiittee,  and  likewise' nil  the 
facts  and  circumstances  r<'spi<tiiig,  or  in  any  way  connected 
with,  the  two  claims  advcrti.d  to,  of  Mr.  'J'aylor  and  the 
Cherokee  Indians  in  North  (."aroliiia,  and  their  udvorncy 
before  the  commissioners  under  the  treaty  of  1895,  and  the 
committees  and  Houses  of  (.Congress. 

I  in*'ite  the  most  rigid  scniliny  into  the  nflairsof  the  officfi 
intrusted  to  my  charge,  as  well  as  into  no  personal  acts  in 
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any  way  directly  or  inclirectly  connected  with  the  pubhc 
6ervice.  And  I  cannot  hut  think  tliat  that  spirit  of  magna- 
niinily  and  sense  of  jusiiec,  which  it  is  the  (Uity  of  every 
Aiiieiican  citizen  to  attribute  to  your  honorable  body,  wili 
at  once  prompt  you  to  accede  to  this  application — necessary 
as  the  same  is  with  reference  to  the  preservation  of  the  pu- 
rity and  respectability  of  the  public  service,  and  called  for 
as  it  is  by  justice  to  the  character  and  standing  of  a  man 
grossly  and  unjustly  assailed  in  your  honorable  body,  where, 
unless  permitted  by  you,  he  has  not  the  right  to  appear  and 
defend  himself.  W.  MEDILL, 

Commissioner  of  Indian  Jiff  airs. 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs,  Washington,  ^ug.  11,  J838. 

The  readino;  of  the  letter  was  frequently  inter- 
rupted and  objected  to,  on  the  ground  of  its  offen- 
Biveness  to  the  dignity  and  character  of  the  House. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  rose,  and 
defended  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  inembers 
of  the  House  against  such  attacks  from  a  subordi- 
nate officer  of  the  Government.  He  concluded  by 
moving  that  the  letter  be  not  received. 

Mr.  FRIES  replied  that  an  attack  had  been 
made  on  the  floor  of  the  House  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  on  Colonel  Medill,  to  which 
no  honorable  man  would  submit.  He  was  willing 
to  admit  that  the  letter  was  not  couched  in  the  most 
respectful  language.  The  Commissioner  had  been 
charged  with  corruption  and  fraud,  to  repel  which 
it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  he  would  be  very 
careful  in  choosing  his  language.  'He  hoped  that 
a  committee  would  be  raised  to  inquire  into  the 
charges  made  by  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, as  was  asked  by  Mr.  Medill. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  said  the  report  of  his  remarks 
in  the  Intelligencer,  in  which  he  had  alluded  to  the 
corruption  of  the  Indian  Bureau,  was  not  entirely 
accurate,  but,  from  information  received  since  he 
had  made  those  remarks,  he  was  satisfied  of  the  | 
corruption  of  that  bureau.  He  also  reiterated  some 
of  the  strong  language  which  he  had  heretofore 
used  in  relation  to  the  Commissioner. 

Messrs.  BURT  and  EVANS  followed ,  and  spoke 
at  some  length  against  the  reception  of  the  letter  of 
Mr.  Medill,  on  account  of  the  offensive  language 
in  which  it  was  couched.  The  privileges  of  the 
House  secured  the  freest  and  most  ample  debate, 
which  should,  however,  be  exercised  with  pru- 
dence, but  under  no  circumstances  could  it  be  tol- 
erated that  an  officer  of  a  subordinate  department 
of  the  Government  should  send  to  this  House  an 
offensive  communication  like  this.  If  he  had  felt 
aggrieved,  he  should,  in  the  first  place,  have  ascer- 
tained from  the  honorable  gentleman  f-pom  North 
Carolina  if  he  was  correctly  reported;  and  in  the 
next  place,  he  should  have  asked  for  an  investiga- 
tion. But  he  had  gone  beyond  this,  and  written  an 
insulting  letter,  which  the  House  could  not  receive 
without  forfeiting  its  own  self-respect.  The  Ex- 
ecutive had  long  sought  to  degrade  the  House,  and 
now  he  had  an  imitator  in  one  of  his  subordinates. 

Mr.  WOODWARD  said  he  had  no  remarks  to 
offer  in  relation  to  the  propriety  of  the  course  pur- 
sue^ by  the  honorable  member  from  North  Caro- 
lina, [Mi'.  Clingman,]  nor  did  he  rise  to  vindicate 
the  supposed  privileges  of  members  of  this  House. 
He  denied  that  any  privileges  existed  except  by  the 
positive  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  or  such  as 
Congress  misrht  enact,  in  pursuance  of  its  right  of 
exclusive  legislation  in  this  District. 

His  intention  waS  to  express  his  view  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  in 
sending  to  this  body  an  insulting  and  offensive 
communication.  It  appeared  to  him  thateverything 
was  tending  to  the  humiliation  and  debasement  of 
the  legislative  branch  of  the  Government.  If  a 
similar  communication  had  been  addressed  to  the 
Executive  branch,  or  even  to  one  of  its  subordinate 
departments — the  War  or  the  State  Department — it 
would  have  been  regarded  as  an  outrage.  He 
(Mr.  W.)  would  have  so  considered  it.  And  he 
did  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  he  would  vote  to 
dismiss  from  office  any  officer  of  this  House  who, 
in  his  official  position,  should  be  guilty  of  such 
an  act.  Should  the  Clerk  of  this  House,  the  Ser- 
geant-at-arms,  or  any  other  subordinate,  take  it  on 
himself  to  address  the  President  in  the  language 
which  one  of  his  subordinates  has  presumed  to 
throw  into  our  face  this  morning,  there  is  not  a 
member  on  this  side  of  the  House  who  would  not 
demand  his  dismissal  from  office.  And  he  (Mr. 
W.)  would  readily  accede  to  the  demand.  Yes, 
sir,  could  I  separate  your  character  as  Speaker 
from  your  constitutional  privileges  as  a  member  of 
this  body,  I  would  vote  for  your  dismissal  un- 
der like  circumstances.  And,  sir,  I  shall  expect 
from  the  Executive  the  same  justice  I  am  so  ready 


to  accord  to  him.  I  shall  expect  him  to  dismiss 
Colonel  Medill  from  office,  or,  at  all  events,  to  sub- 
ject him  to  some  proper  reproof.  As  he  (Mr.  W.) 
would  defend  the  Executive  department  from  in- 
sult and  aggression  on  the  part  of  our  subordinates, 
so  he  would  expect  the  Executive  to  defend  the 
legislative  department  against  aggressions  and  in- 
sult from  k'ls  subordinates.  It  has  come  to  this, 
that  a  subordinate  in  one  of  the  departments  pre- 
sumes to  send  an  insulting  communication  to  this 
House,  and,  what  is  still  more"  humiliating,  to 
demand  of  us  certain  proceedings  thereon,  and  we 
are  expected,  upon  his  demand,  to  go  into  the 
question  of  the  infamous  conduct  of  one  of  our- 
selves !  Sir,  I  shall  expect  every  member  on  this 
floor  who  does  not  bear  in  his  bosom  the  heart  of 
a  tory  to  repel,  indignantly,  this  insult  upon  the 
American  House  of  Commons,  thus  offered  by  a 
subordinate  in  another  branch  of  the  Government. 
If  the  honorable  member  from  North  Carolina 
[Mr.  Clingman]  has  done  injustice  to  the  Com- 
missioner, Mr.  Medill,  let  Mr.  Medill  seek  satis- 
faction outside  of  these  walls  in  such  manner  as  he 
may  think  best  upon  his  own  responsibility.  I 
shall  consider  myself  as  having  no  right  to  inter- 
fere. 

Mr.  FARAN  next  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  said  he  wished  very 
much  to  hear  the  cornmunication  read.  He  had 
not  heard  a  word  of  it. 

Mr.  FARAN  spoke  of  the  importance  of  the 
officer  at  the  head  of  the  Indian  Bureau  being  a 
man  of  the  highest  honor  and  the  strictest  integrity, 
and  said  whenever  any  member  of  the  Executive 
or  Legislative  department  attempted  to  degrade 
that  officer  in  the  public  estimation,  to  represent 
him  as  not  resisting  corruption  or  spurning  a  bribe, 
such  an  effort,  particularly  when  made  from  the 
Legislative  department,  should  meet  on  the  spot 
with  instant  rebuke.  Never  could  he  ask  any  de- 
partment of  this  Government  to  respect  him  when 
he  did  not  respect  himself;  nor  could  this  House 
be  respected  by  the  country  when  it  would  not 
respect  itself.  If  members  of  this  House  would 
charge  the  basest  corruption  upon  persons  who 
stood  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury,  and  who  should 
be  men  of  the  nicest  honor  and  the  strictest  in- 
tegrity, he  said  they  should  never  shrink  from  any 
investigation  which  might  be  asked  by  that  officer 
or  by  any  member  of  this  House. 

What  he  complained  of  was,  that  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina,  if  he  believed  the  charges 
which  he  had  preferred  were  true,  had  not  long 
since  brought  them  before  the  House  and  de- 
manded an  investigation.  But  when,  having  failed 
to  do  this,  he  got  up  at  the  heel  of  the  session  and 
threw  out  in  debate  these  charges  of  bribery  and 
corruption  upon  the  head  of  the  Indian  Bureau,  it 
was  no  more  than  proper  that  that  officer  should 
repel  those  charges  in  language  as  strong  as  the 
gentleman  himself  had  used. 

Mr.  F.  yielded  the  floor  at  the  appeal  of  Mr. 
CUMMINS,  who  was  proceeding  to  offer  some 
remarks,  when — 

Mr.  DUER  raised  the  point  of  order  that  the 
gentleman  could  not  yield  the  floor  without  losing 
his  right  to  it  entirely. 

The  SPEAKER  stated,  that  by  the  courtesy  of 
the  House,  gentlemen  had  been  allowed  to  yield 
to  others  for  explanations  and  still  retain  the  floor; 
but,  by  the  strict  parliamentary  law,  if  it  was  in- 
sisted upon,  but  one  gentleman  could  be  entitled 
to  the  floor  at  a  time. 

Mr.  DUER  gave  notice,  then,  that  when  the 
gentleman  [Mr.  Cummins]  concluded,  he  should 
object  to  the  gentleman  who  had  yielded  resuming 
the  floor,  and  should  himself  claim  it  and  move  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  FARAN,  under  this  intimation,  resumed 
the  floor,  and,  after  remarking  that  the  law  applied 
in  this  case  was  contrary  to  the  uniform  practice 
of  the  House,  and  expressing  the  hope  that,  if 
insisted  upon  now,  it  would  be  in  all  other  cases, 
proceeded  to  say,  that,  without  intimating  in  the 
slightest  degree  tliat  the  insinuation  contained  in 
the  communication  against  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  was  correct,  (the  gentleman's 
statement  had  been  made,  which  he  was  bound  to 
believe,)  he  nevertheless  held,  that  if  any  member 
of  this  House  acted  corruptly,  it  was  the  privilege 
of  every  American  citizen,  whether  he  held  oflice 
under  the  Executive  or  not,  to  present  the  charge 
to  this  body,  and  a  communication  of  that  kind, 
he  apprehended,  had   never  been  considered  an 


insult  to  the  House.  If  a  member  on  this  floor 
made  a  serious  charge  against  an  Executive  officer, 
such  as  the  charge  of  bribery  or  corruption,  he  held 
it  was  the  privilege  of  such  officer  to  reply  to  it  in 
language  as  strong  as  that  in  which  the  charge 
was  made.  Gentlemen  should  recollect  that  men 
out  of  this  Hall  were  as  sensitive  to  their  honor  as 
they  themselves  were;  and  it  was  the  right  of  the 
head  of  the  Indian  Bureau,  when  charges  of  bri- 
bery and  corruption  were  brought  against  him,  to 
repel  them  in  language  as  strong  as  that  in  which 
the  charges  were  couched,  and  to  demand  of  the 
House  an  investigation.  He  had  known  this 
public  officer  long,  and  he  undertook  to  say  there 
lived  not  a  human  being  of  stricter  integrity  and 
nicer  honor,  and  who  more  earnestly  desired,  as  a 
citizen  and  an  officer  of  the  Government,  faithfully 
to  discharge  his  duties  to  the  country.  He  under- 
took to  say  that  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina had  been  most  wofully,  grossly,  egregiously 
imposed  upon;  and  he  had  no  doubt  but  the  gen- 
tleman, with  his  high  sense  of  honor  and  his  lib- 
erality as  a  gentleman  towards  a  gentleman,  would, 
after  an  investigation,  be  ready  to  acknowledge 
before  the  country  that  he  had  been  deceived  and 
mistaken  in  submitting  the  charges.  He  hoped 
no  objection  would  be  made  to  a  full  investigation 
of  the  case. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  appealed  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  to  adopt  some  other  mode  of 
arriving  at  the  facts  of  the  case.  The  gentleman 
desired  an  investigation  of  the  truth  or  falsity  of 
the  charges  made  against  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs.  It  was  proper  it  should  be  had. 
He  considered  the  communication  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs,  though  in  the  main  unob- 
jectionable, still,  in  some  parts,  disrespectful  to  the 
House;  and  he  hoped  that  the  gentleman  would 
withdraw  it  and  offer  a  simple  resolution  providing 
for  the  investigation,  which,  no  doubt,  would  be 
adopted  by  the  House.  He  expressed  the  high- 
est confidence  in  the  integrity  and  honor  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  thought  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  would  find  that 
he  had  been  misinformed.  He  dissented  from 
what  he  considered  the  result  of  the  position  taken 
by  Mr.  Woodward,  viz  :  that  the  House  had  the 
exclusive  right  to  make  charges  against  whomso- 
ever they  saw  fit  to  direct  them,  and  that  they  who 
were  thus  charged  had  no  right  to  repel  and  cast 
them  back.  He  thoughtthat  the  practice  of  mem- 
bers of  this  House  themselves,  in  their  constant 
denunciations  of  the  Executive  and  his  officers, 
and  in  bringing  forward  the  gravest  charges,  might 
rather  be  traced  the  retorts  which  were  provoked, 
than  to  any  disposition  which  the  Executive  de- 
partment might  have  to  encroach  on  the  rights  of 
Congress.  He  referred  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Trist 
containing  grave  charges  against  the  President — 
which  he  ventured  to  say  no  man  of  honor  on  -this 
floor  would  get  up  and  say  he  believed — and  to 
the  fact  that,  notwithstanding  this,  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  were  not  only  ready  to  receive  the 
letter,  but  to  print  it.  He  deprecated  the  acrimony 
with  which  discussions  were  carried  on  on  this  floor, 
both  on  the  part  of  each  party  towards  the  other 
and  with  reference  to  the  Executive,  and  ascribed 
to  this  cause  the  fact  that  members  were  not  treated 
with  greater  respect  by  others. 

Mr.  Woodward  wished  to  say,  that  he 
thought  gentlemen  on  this  floor  had  the  right  t» 
make  use  of  what  language  they  saw  lit,  when 
speaking  of  the  official  conduct  of  the  Executive 
officers. 

Mr.  CUMMINS  objected,  as  a  point  of  order, 
to  the  floor  being  yielded,  if  Mr.  Houston  wished 
to  retain  his  right  to  it.  He  wanted  the  same  rule 
applied  that  had  been  enforced  upon  him. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  further  enforced  the  propriety 
of  gentlemen  on  this  floor  treating  all  whose  con- 
duct came  under  their  scrutiny  with  respect,  and 
considered  it  necessary  in  order  to  ensure  respect 
for  themselves  in  return.  It  was  too  much  to  ex- 
pect than  an  oflicer  of  the  Government,  (who  was 
but  a  man,)  when  he  had  the  grave.st  enlarges 
brought  upon  him,  should  not  repel  them  with 
warrnth.  He  admitted,  however,  it  would  have 
been  the  most  proper  course  for  the  Commissioner 
simply  to  have  denied  the  charges  and  demanded 
an  investigation. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana,  said,  in  his  le- 
gishitive  experience,  he  had  noticed  one  case,  and 
one  only,  similar  to  this.  Some  years  since,  a 
high  functionary  of  his  own  State,  a  Slate  Senator, 
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had  rendered  himself  obnoxious  to  his  own  party, 
and  another  distinguished  member  of  the  same 
party  had  presented  a  memorial  to  the  lower  House 
containing  base  and  caluirmious  charges,  and  he 
was  glad  to  say  it  had  been  indignantly  spurned 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Indiana,  and  the  gentleman  himself  liad  barely 
escaped  expulsion  from  the  House,  by  apologizing 
to  them  with  tears  in  his  eyes.  This  paper  pre- 
sented the  remarkable  f;\et,  that  because  a  repre- 
sentative of  70,000  people  on  this  floor  had  chosen 
to  say  he  had  no  confidence  in  an  executive  offi- 
cer, that  subordinate  member  of  a  coordinate  de- 
partment had  presented  a  paper  to  this  House  im- 
peaching the  moral  character  and  the  integrity  and 
honor  of  that  member  of  this  House.  He  knew 
nothino;  of  the  correctness  of  these  charges;  he  had 
known  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Afl'airs  for  ttn 
years  with  some  intimacy,  and  had  never  seen  any- 
thing discreditable  in  his  conduct.  He  was,  there- 
fore, prepared  to  enter  into  this  investigation  with 
someihing  of  a  partiality  in  his  favor,  liut  he  was 
startled  when  he  heard  gentlemen  on  this  floor 
talking  about  executive  officer.^  being  influenced 
by  revengeful  feelings  towards  this  House.  This 
House  were  the  representatives  of  the  sovereignty 
of  the  people,  and  constituted  the  grand  inquest  of 
the  nation,  and  yet  tliey  must  not  arraign  tlie  con- 
duct of  public  functionaries  for  fear  their  motives 
should  be  attacked  in  return!  Had  it  come  to  this, 
in  the  year  1848,  when  this  great  struggle  was 
gioing  on  between  Executive  power  and  the  popu- 
lar supremacy?  What  was  there  in  what  liad 
been  said  by  tlie  gentleman  from  North  Carolina 
to  provoke  such  an  attack? — a  gentleman  whom 
he  was  proud  to  call  iiis  friend,  notwithstanding 
the  base  charges  which  liad  been  brought  against 
him;  a  gentleman  to  whose  unimpeachable  charac- 
ter it  was  unnecessary  for  him  to  bear  testimony. 
He  read  the  reported  remarks  of  Mr.  Clingman. 

Mr.  SAWYER  and  Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL 
wished  the  paper  of  Mr.  Medill  to  be  read  also. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  said  it  could  be  read  when 
he  got  through,  and  was  proceeding  to  speak  of  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Clingman,  when — 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  repeated  the  correction  of  the 
report  which  he  had  made  at  a  previous  stage  of 
the  debate. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  understood  that  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  then,  had  never  made 
such  a  charge  as  was  represented.  When  an  indi- 
vidual member  of  this  House  thought  proper  to 
attack  an  individual  out  of  the  House,  this  House, 
as  a  House,  could  know  nothing  of  it:  it  was  a 
matter  for  the  two  individuals  to  settle  between 
themselves.  But  the  man  feeling  himself  aggrieved 
had  no  more  right  to  send  into  this  House  a  paper 
ap|;lying  abusive  epithets  to  the  member,  than  he 
had  to  insult  the  Speaker  for  having  signed  a  bill 
which  might  not  be  entirely  consistent  with  his  own 
private  opinions.  The  Constitution  provided  that 
members  should  not  be  held  lesponsible  elsewhere 
for  word.s  S()i)ken  in  debate,  and  the  House  were 
bound  to  protect  them  whenever  they  were  called 
in  question. 

Mr.  COLLAMER  thought  the  only  question 
properly  before  the  House  was,  whether  (he  lan- 
guage of  the  paper  was  disrespectful  to  the  House; 
and  if  this  was  the  question,  the  language  of  Mr. 
Clingman,  the  justice  of  the  charges  made  by  him, 
&c.,  were  not  just  matter  of  comment.  And,  at 
this  late  stage  of  the  session,  he  suggested  tiiat 
gentlemen  confine  themselves  strictly  to  the  point 
at  issue.  * 

Mr.  THOMPSON  would  accept  the  suggestion 
of  his  friend,  and  confine  himself  mainly  to  the 
question  before  the  House.  Tlie  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  had  only  spoken  of  rumors  of  what 
he  had  lieard,  and  yei  it  was  gravely  argued  now 
that  for  this  the  gentleman  was  liable  to  be  insulted, 
and  hi.s  motives  arraigned  by  an  Executive  officer. 

But  it  appeared  that  the  geiuleman  was  incor- 
rectly reported.  He,  referred  to  the  great  ditfi- 
culty  of  reporting  with  entire  correctness  in  the 
noise  and  confusion  of  this  Hall,  and  said  the 
proper  way  for  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  AiTairs 
would  have  been,  if  he  had  considered  tlie  re- 
ported remarks  an  attack  on  his  character,  to  have 
addressed  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  in- 
quiring whether  he  was  correctly  represented  in 
the  reported  remarks.  But  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  had  said  lie  believed  the  Indian 
Bureau  was  corrupt.  So  did  he,  (Mr.  T.,)  and  so, 
he  ventured  to  Bay,  did  two  hundred  out  of  the  two 


hundred  and  thirty  members  on  this  floor;  not  that 
the  head  of  the  bureau  was  corrupt,  but  that  it 
was  impossible  for  any  man,  of  however  high  iri- 
tegrity  and  great  energy,  to  purge  the  Indian  Bu- 
reau of  the  festering  corruption  which  existed  in 
its  various  ramifications. 

Mr.  CLINGMAN  wished  to  explain,-but  ob- 
jections were  made. 

Mr.  THOMPSON  continued.  He  was  told  he 
was  wasting  the  whole  day.  The  House  had 
wasted  weeks  and  months  in  discussing  private 
and  unimportant  bills,  and  now,  when  he  stood  up 
to  defend  the  high  constitutional  rights  and  pre- 
rogatives oC  this  House,  was  he  to  be  told  that  it 
was  out  of  place? 

He  continued  to  comment  on  the  communica- 
tion as  exceedingly  improper  in  its  terms,  and  he 
said  it  ought  to  be  rejected  by  the  House.  If  he 
were  in  order,  he  would  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  communication  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Iiutiaii  Aft'iiirs  be  returned  to  that  officer,  and  that  lie  be 
informed  tliat  this  House  considers  the  language  thereof  as 
ofl'ensive  and  iiKlecorous. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  also  sent  up 
a  resolution,  which  was  read  by  the  Clerk.  It  was 
to  the  efl'ect,  that  the  communication  from  Mr. 
Medill  was  disrespectful  in  its  language,  and  there- 
fore that  it  ought  not  to  be  received. 

Mr.  BURT  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The  paper 
upon  the  Speaker's  table  had  not  been  received  by 
the  House,  and  therefore  it  could  not  be  made  the 
subject  of  the  action  of  the  House.  The  House 
could  assign  no  other  reason  than  that  wliich  was 
implied  by  its  rejection. 

Mr.  DIXON  moved  the  previous  question. 

Various  points' of  order  were  made,  and  some 
conversation  ensued  thereon. 

Mr.  FRIES  inquired  whether  he  had  the  right, 
under  the  rul^s^  to  withdraw  the  communication? 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  he  had. 

Mr.  FRIES  then  said,  that,  acting  in  deference 
to  the  wishes  of  his  friends,  and  with  the  view  of 
reaching  the  important  object  at  which  he  and  his 
friend,  Colonel  Medill,  desired  to  arrive,  viz:  the 
obtaining  Of  an  investigation  of  all  the  charges  pre- 
ferred by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  he 
withdrew  the  communication,  with  the  intention 
of  moving  a  resolution  of  inquiry. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VINTON,  a  Committee  of 
Conference  on  the  part  of  the  House,  to  meet  a 
similar  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  army 
for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1849,  was  ordered; 
and  Messrs.  Toombs,  Boyd,  and  Hall,  of  New 
York,  were  appointed  said  committee. 

Subsequently,  Mr.  Toombs  was  excused  from 
serving  on  said  committee,  at  his  own  request,  and 
Mr.  Hubbard  appointed  in  his  place.  ^ 

CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  BILL. 
The  civil  and  diplomatic  appropriation  bill  having 
been  returned  from  the  Senate,  with  the  informa- 
tion that  the  Senate  had  agreed  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Conference  on  their  part  on  the  dis- 
airreements  of  the  two  Houses  on  said  bill — 
^Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence on  the  part  of  the  House,  made  a  report, 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  commented  on  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Conference,  and  charged  them  with 
having  capitulated  to  the  Senate  on  every  point. 
He  spoke  of  the  question  of  members'  mileage, 
and  tlie  reduction  of  the  salaries  of  officers  in  the 
Executive  departments  and  some  others,  and  he 
said  he  trusted  there  would  be  a  burst  of  indigna- 
tion from  the  country  on  account  of  this  yielding 
of  salutary  measures  of  reform. 

Mr.  VINTON  defended  the  Committee  of  Con- 
ference, and  contended  that  their  recommendation 
was  discreet  and  just.  On  the  subject  of  mileage 
of  members,  he  argued  that  any  reform  should  be 
hiade  by  a  law,  and  not  by  an  item  in  an  appro- 
priation bill;  and  he  asserted  that  no  member  who 
supported  himself  here  and  maintained  his  fiimily 
at  home  was  extravagantly  paid.  He  had  no  doubt 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia  expended  much  more 
than  he  received. 

Mr.  TOOMBS  assented,  and  said  that  he  ex- 
pended $3,000  more  than  he  received. 

Mr.  VINTON  said,  then,  he  would  putthegen- 
tleiium  from  Georgia  on  the  stand  a.s  a  witness. 
He  continued  at  some  length  to  defend  the  report 
of  the  committee. 


Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  briefly  ad- 
dressed the  House  on  the  same  subject  and  some 
other  portions  of  the  committee's  report. 

Mr.  HUDSON  defended  the  action  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Conference  in  remarks  of  some  length, 
which  the  reporter  has  failed  to  furnish. 

Mr.  DICKEY  then  obtained  the  floor,  and 
moved  the  previous  question,  which  was  seconded ; 
and,  under  the  opei-ation  thereof,  the  report  of  the 
Committeeof  Conference  was  agreed  tO:  Yeas  101, 
nays  79. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  just 
taken;  which  motion  was,  on  his  motion,  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
of  Conference  on  the  part  of  the  House  on  the  dis- 
agreeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  on 
the  bill  for  giving  eff^ect  to  certain  treaty  stipula- 
tions between  this  and  foreign  Governments  for 
the  apprehension  and  delivering  up  of  certain 
oflTenders,  made  a  report;  which  was  read  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  the  post  route  bill.  Lost — two- 
thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of*  Mr.  DIXON,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  House  take  a  recess  from  half-past  three  o'clock 
to  half-past  five  o'clock  this  day. 

BUSINESS  ON  THE   SPEAKER'S  TABLE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ROOT,  the  House  proceeded 
to  consider  the  business  on  the  Speaker's  table. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  28th  of  June  last,  a  statement  of  the  duties, 
revenues,  and  public  expenditures  during  the  two 
last  fiscal  years.     Laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  joint  res- 
olution of  the  Senate  to  suspend  the  IGth  joint 
rule,  so  far  as  to  permit  the  sending  to  the  House 
the  bill  to  carry  into  eflfect  certain  stipulations  of 
the  treaty  between  the  Uniffed  States  of  America 
and  the  Republic  of  Mexico  of  February  2,  1848. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  concurred  in,  and 
returned  to  the  Senate. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the 
amendments  to  the  bill  to  establish  certain  post 
routes,  and  forother  purposes,  which  was  returned 
from  the  Senate  with  sundry  amendments. 

The  amendment  authorizing  the  appointment  of 
deputy  postmaster's  at  San  Diego  and  other  ports 
in  California  was  concurred  in;  and  the  amendment 
providing  that  the  new  routes  provided  for  in  the 
bill  should  not  be  put  into  operation  until  the  next 
general  lettings,  was  amended  by  providing  that 
the  new  routes  should  be  put  out  to  conli-actat  the 
annual  lettings  in  1849;  and  it  was  then  agreed  to, 
as  amended.  The  other  amendments  were  non- 
concurred  in;  and  it  was  ordered  that  the  Clerk 
acquaint  the  Senate  therewith. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  Senate's 
amendment  to  the  House  -liill  to  alter  the  time  of 
holding  the  terms  of  the  United  States  courts  for 
the  western  district  of  Virginia;  which  amendment 
of  the  House  was  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  it  waa 
resolved  that  the  House  do  insist  upon  its  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  moved  that  a  Commit- 
tee of  Conference  on  the  part  of  the  House  on  the 
disagreeing  voles  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  fore- 
going bill  be  appointed.     Agreed  to. 

MISSISSIPPI  AND  MICHIGAN  RAILROAD. 
The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  Sen- 
ate bill,  granting  to  the  State  of  Illinois  the  right 
of  way  and  a  donation  of  public  lands  for  making  a 
railroad  connecting  the  Upper  and  Lower  Missis- 
sippi river  with  the  chain  of  northern  lakes  at 
Chicago. 

The  question  being  on  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill- 
Mr.  COLLAMER  recited  the  previous  action  of 
both  Houses  on  the  bill  at  this  session.  The  gen- 
eral principle  on  which  it  was  based  was  well 
known.  If  the  principle  of  granting  alternate 
sections  of  the  public  lands  for  railroads  and  ca- 
nals, and  i-aising  up  the  other  sections,  was  .such  a 
principle  as  the  House  would  sustain,  he  believed 
the  bill  was  correct  in  all  particulars,  except  one. 
This  point  he  proposed  to  fortify  by  an  amend 
ment  (which  he  sent  up  to  be  read)  preverrting  the 
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company  from  going  off  the  route  to  locate  the 
lands  where  the  lands  were  previoi^sly  entered  by 
settlers.  He  proposed  that  the  question  be  taken 
on  the  amendments  collectively;  and,  without  en- 
tering into  the  argument,  he  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  DICKEY  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.- 

Mr.  ATKINSON  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 
Rejected. 

The  question  was  taken  on  laying  the  bill  on  the 
table,  and  was  rejected:   Yeas  56,  nays  77. 

The  question  'being  put  on  seconding  the  de- 
mand for  the  previous  question,  no  quorum  voted. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Teimessee,  moved  a  call  of  the 
House.     Rejected:  Yeas  78,  nays  98. 

The  previous  question  was  then  seconded,  and, 
under  the  operation  thereof,  Mr.  Collamer's 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill 
was  put  and  rejected  by  yeas  and  nays:  Yeas  74, 
nays  78. 

Mr.  McLANE  moved  to  reconsider  the  last 
vote,  and  proceeded  to  make  some  remarks  on  the 
constitutionality  of  the  question  of  granting  lands 
for  objects  of  internal  improvements,  in  which  he 
was  checked  by  the  arrival  of  the  hour  of  recess. 


EVENING  SESSION. 

At  half-past  five  o'clock,  p;  m.,  the  Speaker 
resumed  the  chair,  and  there  being  but  few  mem- 
bers in  attendance — 

Mr.  MARVIN,  by  leave,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  to  which  was  referred  Senate 
bill  to  allow  subsistence  to  certain  Arkansas  and 
other  volunteers,  who  have  been  prisoners  of  war 
in  Mexico,  reported  the  same.     Committed. 

Also,  from  the  ss^me  committee,  to  which  was 
referred  Senate  bill  concerning  the  Pay  department 
of  the  army,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  VINTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  Senate  bill  au- 
thorizing the  Secretary  of  War  to  surrender  cer- 
tain bonds  of  the  State  of  Indiana  held  by  the 
United  States  to  the  agent  of  said  State  of  Indiana, 
reported  the  same  back  to  the  House  without 
amendment;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Vinton,  the 
bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing communications: 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary 'of  State,  transmit- 
ting, in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  2Ist  December,  1847,  a  report  upon  the  state 
of  the  claims  of  Aaron  Leggett,  accompanied  by 
copies  of  all  correspondence  relating  thereto.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

AJ^tter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting, 
in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
the  9th  instant,  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a 
court  of  inquiry,  convened  at  the  city  of  Puebla, 
in  Mexico,  in  July,  1847,  sit  the  instance  of  Colo- 
nel Bennet  Riley,  of  which  Major  General  Pillow 
was  president.     Laid  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
transmitting  a  report  of  the  superintendent  of  the 
construction  of  standard  weights  and  measures, 
on  the  progress  made  therein  during  the  years 
1846  and  1847.     Laid  on  the  table. 

A  letter  from  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, transmitting  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  of 
the  Boards  of  Aldermen  and  Common  Council  of 
the  city  of  Washington,  expressive  of  their  sense 
of  the  kind  consideration  manifested  by  Congress 
for  the  interest  of  the  city  during  the  present  ses- 
sion.   Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FRIES  asked  leave  to  offer  the  following 
resolution: 

Resoliieil,  That  n  committee  of  three  members  of  this 
House  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  and  fully  investigate  tlie 
course  pursued  by  the  Cojiimissioner  of  Indian  Afl'airs  in 
ihe  aiiminislration  of  liis  official  duties,  and  especially  into 
the  cliar-jes  made  and  preferred  in  a  debate  in  this  body  on 
the  9th  instant,  by  Ihe  Hon.  T.  L.  Ci.ingman,  a  member  of 
this  House;  and  that  said  committee  liave  lull  and  ample 
power  and  authority  to  require  books  and  papers,  to  exam- 
ine witnesses,  and  to  investigate  fully  said  charges;  and  that 
said  committee  shall  report  the  result  of  their  said  investi- 
gation at  the  next  session  of  Congiess. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  resolution  was 
received. 

After  an  inquiry  by  Mr.  BURT,  as  to  whether 
the  committee  were  to  sit  during  the  recess — 


Mr.  CONGER  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table.     Rejected. 

Mr.  FRIES  now  modified  his  resolution,  by 
substituting  five  instead  of  three,  so  as  to  make 
the  committee  consist  of  five  members,  and  moved 
the  previous  question,  which  was  seconded,  and, 
under  the  operation  thereof,  the  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

ILLINOIS  RAILROAD. 
The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  by  Mr.  McLANE,  to  reconsider  the 
vote  refusing  the  third  readmg  of  the  Senate  bill, 
granting  to  the  State  of  Illinois  the  right  of  way 
and  a  donation  of  public  lands  for  making  a  rail- 
road connecting  the  Upper  and  Lower  Mississippi 
river  with  the  chain  of  northern  lakes  at  Chicago. 
Mr.  McLANE  said  that  in  the  motion  he  had 
made  for  the  reconsideration  of  the  bill,  his  object 
had  been  to  propose  an  amendment;  and  if  the 
amendment  should  be  adopted ,  then  he  would  have 
no  longer  any  objection  that  the  bill  should  pass. 

But,  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  House  on  all  bills 
of  this  description,  the  question  of  internal  im- 
provements was  always  involved,  he  felt  it  to  be 
his  duty  to  state  here  the  distinction  which  he  took 
between  a  bill  like  this,  making  a  grant  of  land  to 
construct  a  proposed  road,  and  the  ordinary  acts 
which  had  so  often  passed  the  House,  appropri- 
ating money  out  of  the  treasury  to  construct,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Government,  a  railroad  or  a 
harbor,  or  to  improve  the  navigation  of  a  river. 

If  he  rightly  understood  the  issue  on  the  ques- 
tion of  internal  improvement,  it  lay  in  the  different 
opinions  entertained  as  to  the  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, under  the  money  clause,  and  as  to  its 
right  to  do  whatever  was  necessary  to  carry  out 
the  grants  of  power  in  the  Constitution. 

The  ground  on  which  internal  improvements  by 
the  General  Government  was  generally  put,  was 
the  power  of  the  Government  to  appropriate  mo- 
ney to  promote  the  general  welfare.  That  ground 
he  denied.  He  utterly  denied  that  the  General 
Government  could,  under  that  power,  or  any  power, 
appropriate  money  for  a  general  system  of  internal 
improvements. 

Mr.  HUNT  said  that  if  the  gentleman  alluded 
to  the  resolutions  of  the  Chicago  Convention,  those 
resolutions  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  McLANE  said  that  in  voting  against  those 
resolutions  as  introduced  by  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  against  those  moved  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Wentworth,]  he  had 
so  understood  them,  and  therefore  voted  against 
them.  But  he  never  had  denied  the  power  of  this 
Government  to  construct  works  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  the  country,  or  for  the  protection  of 
American  commerce,  whether  foreign  commerce 
or  commerce  between  the  States,  as  that  commerce 
had  been  established  and  regulated  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

If  this  taxing  power  or  money  power  is  divided, 
and  two  distinct  powers  drawn  from  it,  the  one  to 
raise  money,  and  the  other  to  appropriate  money, 
without  limitation  other  than  the  discretion  of 
Congress  in  its  judgment  of  the  general  welfare; 
then  our  Government  is  one  of  general  and  unlim- 
ited powers.  A  construction  of  this  power  is  some- 
times contended  for,  which  admits  this  money 
power  to  be  a  single  power,  and  regards  the  refer- 
ence to  the  general  welfare  as  a  qualification  only 
of  the  taxing  power,  limiting  it  to  objects  condu- 
cive to  the  general  welfare,  and  still  leaves  to  Con- 
gress a  full  discretion,  in  its  judgment  of  objects 
deemed  conclusive  to  the  general  welfare.  This 
view  of  the  question  is  equally  vicious  with  the 
other,  and  would  constitute  a  Government  without 
limitation,  formed  by  a  particular  enumeration  of 
powers. 

Mr.  McL.  said  he  believed  Congress  was  au- 
thorized to  provide  money  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare;  but  in  providing  for 
this  common  defence  and  general  welfare.  Con- 
gress was  restrained  by  an  enumeration  of  cases  in 
the  Constitution  to  which  this  power  extends.  The 
Congress  had  no  right  to  apply  public  money  to 
the  general  welfare,  otherwise  than  by  an  applica- 
tion of  it  to  some  particular  measure  conducive  to 
the  general  welfare,- and  this  particular  measure 
must  be  within  the  enumeiated  powers  vested  in 
Congress,  or  indispensable  and  necessary  to  the 
just  execution  of  these  enumerated  powers.  This 
was  the  principle,  as  he  understood  it,  of  the  Re- 
publican party  in  the  early  history  of  the  Govern- 


ment, as  he  believed  it  to  be  now  of  the  Democratic 
party. 

To  explain  his  position  on  this  subject,  no  other 
illustration  was  necessary  than  that  common  one 
of  the  light-house  system.  If  the  Government 
had  the  power  to  create  a  port  of  entry,  then  it 
whs  clearly  the  duty  of  Government  to  make  the 
entrance  of  our  commerce  into  that  port  safe  from 
danger.  And  just  so  in  regard  to  the  army  and  the 
navy.  If  a  breakwater  were  necessary  to  render 
a  harbor  a  safe  asylum  for  our  vessel?  of  war,  or 
our  commercial  marine,  it  might  rightfully  be  con- 
structed. 

This  was  his  position  in  relation  to  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement:  the  Government  might  con- 
struct them  wherever  their  construction  was  neces- 
sary to  the  carrying  out  of  the  granted  powers  in 
th'e  Constitution. 

Now,  to  apply  this  principle  to  the  bill  in  hand, 
granting;  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road through  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  to  his  ob- 
jections to  that  bill  in  its  present  shape:  this  Gov- 
ernment, being  a  trustee,  under  the  Constitution, 
to  dispose  of  the  public  land,  was  bound,  if  it 
should  find  that  a  certajn  portion  of  those  lands 
were  long  unsold,  and  would  remain  unsaleable, 
and  if  it  was  convinced  that  the  value  of  these 
lands  would  be  enhanced,  and  their  ultimate  sale 
promoted  or  secured,  to  construct  such  road  for 
that  end.  It  was  a  legitimate  use  of  the  public 
lands  to  grant  them  to  the  States  for  such  pur- 
poses. 

But  in  this  bill,  and  others  of  a  similar  kind 
which  he  had  opposed,  there  was  no  guarantee 
that  such  enhancement  would  be  effected.  The 
bill  provided,  that  as  soon  as  the  State  had  com- 
pleted ten  rniles  of  the  road,  it  might  go  on  and 
select  land  to  construct  ten  miles  more,  and,  when 
that  was  finished,  for  ten  miles  more,  and  so  on — 
always  keeping  the  selection  of  the  land  ten  miles 
in  advance  of  the  completion  of  the  road.  To  this 
he  was  opposed.  He  was  against  giving  power 
to  select  the  lands  for  ten  miles  of  road  till  the  ten 
miles  was  completed,  and  not  for  allowing  the 
State  or  company  who  were  making  the  road  to 
select  lands  ten  miles  in  advance.  This  would 
radically  change  the  character  of  the  bill.  It  would 
shut  the  door  against  abuse  and  profligate  specula- 
tion. If  it  was  adopted,  he  should  vote  for  the 
bill;  if  not,  he  should  vole  against  it.  Such  an 
amendi->-ient  would  bring  the  bill  within  his  views 
of  the  constitutional  power  of  Congress.  "With- 
out this  restriction,  the  bill  sanctioned  a  mere  ven- 
ture— a  speculation.  It  was  obvious  that  men 
under  it  could  speculate  on  the  quantity  of  land 
requisite  to  make  ten  miles  of  the  road  before  ever 
one  of  those  ten  miles  was  actually  made.  The 
lands  for  ten  miles  ahead  might  be  taken  up,  and 
then  the  further  prosecution  of  the  road  abandoned, 
and  the  work  left  unfinished,  for  the  Government 
at  some  future  day  to  take  up  and  coiiftplete  out  of 
the  treasury. 

Mr.  McL.  would  not  sav  that  his  objections  to 
the  bill  in  its  present  shape  were  insuperable. 
Objectionable  as  the  bill  was,  he  had  rather  vote 
for  it  than  kill  this  system  of  granting  alternate 
sections  of  the  public  lands  for  the  construction  of 
roads  for  the  improvement  of  the  lands.  He  was 
a  friend  of  the  system.  But  he  never  would  vote 
for  a  road  under  the  power  to  promote  the  genei-al 
welfare.  He  was  ready  to  vote  for  anything  that 
was  necessary  to  carry  out  the  granted  powers  of 
the  Constitution.  As  a  landed  proprietor,  he  held 
that  this  Government  might  lawfully  give  alternate 
sections  of  its  land  to  enhance  the  value  of  the 
residue;  but  it  was  bound  to  see,  that  in  doing  so, 
it  was  bona  fide  providing  for  raising  the  price  of 
its  domain,  and  was  not  making  a  mere  gilt  of  it 
without  equivalent.  He  felt  bound  to  see,  that  in 
voting  this  land,  he  was  not  himself  making  this 
road,  but  only  enabling  others,  by  making  it,  to 
enhance  the  value  of  his  land.  He  could  not  vote 
for  the  bill  under  his  present  impressions,  unless 
the  amendments  he  proposed  should  be  inserted, 
and  the  State  required  to  complete  ten  miles  of  the 
road  before  it  sot  any  moie  land. 

Mr.  EVANS,  of  Maryland,  said  that  the  bill 
provided  that,  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  McL.  said  the  gentleman  was  mistaken. 
The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont, 
[Mr.  CoLLAMER,]  provided  for  the  selection  of 
land  ten  miles  in  advance.  To  this  Mr.  McL.  ob- 
jected. He  wanted  to  have  the  whole  quantity  of 
land  reserved  which  would  ultimately  be  requisite 
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to  complete  the  road;  but  he  would  not  have  it 
selected ,  or  deed  given ,  faster  than  the  road  was  com- 
pleted. If  liie  bill  gave  land  ten  miles  in  advance 
of  the  work  completed,  the  bill  would  be  open  to 
all  the  objections  usually  and  justly  urged  against 
jobs  and  land  speculations.  His  own  amendment 
would  prevent  all  such  al^use;  and  he  appealed  to 
gentlemen  on  all  sides  to  come  up  to  this  principle. 
Look  at  the  noble  example  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
and  compare  the  results  of  her  system  with  those 
of  the  system  that  had  unhappily  been  pursued  by 
Maryland,  in  relation  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
canal  and  the  Baltimore  railroad.  See  how  those 
great  works  languished,  and  one  of  them  was 
nearly  brought  to  a  stand.  Georgia  stipulated  that 
the  parties  applying  for  the  aid  of  the  State  should 
first  go  on  and  complete  a  certain  portion  of  the 
work  themselves;  then  the  State  helped  them.  He 
was  for  carrying  out  this  system  in  relation  to  Illi- 
nois. Let  us  have  the  road  made  as  far  and  as  fast 
as  we  gianted  the  land. 

And  now  as  to  the  reason  why  he  took  this 
ground.  It  was  well  known  to  everybody  that  the 
States  on  the  west  and  southwestern  border  of  the 
Union  had  largebodiesof  land  which  could  not  now 
be  sold.  They  had  been  in  market  for  thirty  and 
forty  years,  and  in  their  present  state  never  would 
sell.  To  be  sure,  the  free-soil  people  had  proposed 
a  remedy  for  the  case,  and  that  was,  to  give  the 
lands  away  for  the  price  of  the  mere  expenses  of 
survey.  IVIr.  McL.  approved  of  this  plan,  rather 
than  to  leave  the  ]iublic  lands  in  these  States  un- 
sold and  unsaleable,  though  he  could  not  consent 
to  accomplish  even  this  result  by  a  union  with  the 
"  Free  Soil"  party.  He  could  not  belono;  to  the 
"Free  Soil"  party;  but  he  would  avow  himself  as 
one  of  the  free  land  party.  But  if  the  land  was 
not  to  be  thus  given  away,  it  could  only  be  sold 
by  making  roads  to  it:  and  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
plan  of  getting  these  roads  made,  by  granting  alter- 
nate sections  of  land  to  those  who  would  make 
them,  taking  special  care,  however,  to  guard 
against  abuses  of  tlie  grant. 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  said  he  had  no  objection 
to  accept  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  .McLane,]  but  it  was  too  late  to 
modify.  Mr.  McC.  went  on  to  make  some  fur- 
ther remarks  upon  the  bill,  most  of  which  were 
lost  in  the  mixed  mass  of  sounds  which  filled  the 
Hall.  He  was  understood  to  say  that  much  of 
the  land  owned  by  the  new  States  was  unsaleable, 
and  would  continue  so,  unless  the  Government 
took  steps  to  bring  it  into  market,  by  making  it 
acceptable  to  settlers.  This  could  only  be  done  by 
the  creation  of  roads.  The  bill  provided  the  means 
of  making  one  of  these,  which  would  materially 
enhance  the  price  of  the  whole  mass  of  public 
lands  lying  in  its  vicinity.  But  even  if  it  would 
not  do  this,  the  Govertnnent  could  be  no  loser  by 
the  grant,  since  the  price  of  the  alternate  sections 
reserved  to  the  United  States  was  to  be  doubled. 
So  that  Government  would  get  all  it  would  have 
received  if  no  land  had  been  granted,  besides  the 
prospect  of  selling  far  more  of  its  domain  than  it 
would  have  done  for  years — perhaps  forever.  The 
operation  of  roads  like  this  had  been  tested  in 
Illinois — as  there  was  one  already  that  was  in  suc- 
cessful operation. 

Mr.  McC.  then  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion, but  consented  to  withdraw  it  at  the  earnest 
request  of 

iVlr.  DICKEY,  who  inquired  whether  a  portion 
of  this  contemplated  road  had  not  been  chartered 
to  a  company  in  1836-'37.'  whether  that  com- 
pany had  not  purchased  up  all  the  lands  along  the 
conlemplcUed  route  of  the  road,  so  that  when  the 
alternate  sections  came  to  be  located,  they  were 
found  to  be  aliesxdy  occupied,  and  other  lands  were 
asked  in  their  place?  and  whether  that  company 
had  not  failed  and  abandoned  the  work,  and  the 
lands  been  sold  on  speculation  ? 

Mr.  McCLERNAND  made  some  explanation 
in  reply;  but  the  whole  conversation  took  place 
amiil.sl  a  gciieriil  tumult,  in  which  little  could  be 
di.^iinctly  understood. 

Mr.  INdcLANE  now  moved  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  motion  made  by  him  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  DUNCAN,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  to  reconsider  on  the  taljle. 

Mr.  McLANE  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
which  were  ordered,  and  resulted  as  follows:  Yeas 
78,  nays  64. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the 
table. 


MEXICAN   CLAIMS. 

The  Senate  bill  to  carry  into  effect  certain  stip- 
ulations of  the  treaty  between  the  United  Slates  of 
America  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico  of  the  2d  of 
February,  1848,  was  taken  up  and  read  twice. 

Mr.  NICOLL  said  the  bill  provided  simply 
for  carrying  out  the  treaty  with  Mexico,  by  the 
appointment  of  a  commission  to  adjudicate  the 
claims  provided  for  by  that  treaty.  He  asked  that 
it  be  put  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to  refer 
the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  hoped  that  the  bill 
would  not  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs.  He  had  particular  reasons  for  it:  one 
was,  that  he  had  been  called  upon  to  attend  a  meet- 
ing of  thatcommittee  this  afternoon  at  half-past  four 
o'clock.  He  had  attended  at  the  committee-room, 
and  his  honorable  friend,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, was  not  there.  When  the  House  met  after 
recess  he  had  asked  the  reason  for  his  absence, 
and  for  his  having  failed  to  call  the  committee  to 
act  on  this  subject,  and  the  honorable  gentleman 
had  told  him  there  was  no  occasion  to  refer  it  to 
the  committee;  for  it  should  not  pass,  at  any  rate. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Connecticut,  said  this  bill 
should  certainly  go  to  some  committee  of  the 
House.  He  desired  to  inquire  if  it  did  not  contain 
an  appropriation? 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  the  Chair  was  about 
to  remark,  that  as  the  bill  contained  an  appropria- 
tion, it  must  go  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  NICOLL  moved  to  suspend  said  rule,  so 
SIS  to  put  the  bill  immediately  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  SMITH  thought,  before  it  went  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  it  should  go  to  some 
standing  committee  of  this  House.  It  was  a  \erY 
important  bill.  He  knew  nothing  of  its  provisions; 
it  had  been  totally  impossible  for  him  to  hear  one 
word  in  terr  of  the  bill  as  it  had  been  read  by  the 
Clerk.  It  was  utterly  impossible,  therefore,  for 
him  to  say  what  the  peculiar  provisions  of  the  bill 
were,  but  if  they  were  what  he  had  understood, 
they  certainly  ought  to  undergo  some  important 
revisions.  The  bill  appropriated  more  than  three 
millions  of  dollars  out  of  the  treasury. 

The  SPEAKER  here  interposed,  and  stated  that 
the  rule  which  required  appropriation  bills  to  be 
referred  also  required  that  they  should  first  be  dis- 
cussed in  committee.  Debate  was  not  therefore 
in  order. 

Mr.  DICKEY  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table.     Rejected. 

Mr.  Nicoll's  motion  to  suspend  the  rule,  so  as 
to  put  the  bill  on  its  passage,  was  lost. 

A  motion  was  made  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union, 
and  rejected. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
stale  of  the  Union,  and  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  private  bills  on  the  calendar. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  at  five  minutes  to  seven 
o'clock,  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Indiana,"wishcd  to  make 
a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Elections,  which 
he  had  been  trying  for  some  weeks  to  get  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  VINTON  said  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Conference  on  the  army  bill  was  not  yet  acted 
on'. 

Mr.  COBB  said  that  could  be  acted  on  on  Mon- 
day. He  hoped  the  House  would  adjourn.  They 
would  do  no  good  here. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  disagreed  to. 

PRIVATE  BILLS. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  said  it  had 
been  about  two  months  since  any  private  bills 
from  the  Senate  had  been  acted  on  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  He  desired  that  bills  to  which  no 
objection  was  made  should  be  acted  on  now. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  objected.  [Great  con- 
fusion.] 

The  SPEAKER  called  the  House  to  order,  and 
said  the  Chair  would  entertain  no  motion  until 
order  was  restored. 

After  a  pause  of  some  seconds,  order  having  been 
restored  in  some  degree — 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  a 
resolution  that  the  House  now  proceed  to  the  con- 


sideration of  private  bills  from  the  Senate  on  the^ 
calendar  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  those  to' 
which   no  objection  was  made  first  to  be  consid- 
ered.    Agreed  to:  Ayes  104,  noes  21. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Senate  bills  on  the  private 
calendar,  (Mr.  Thompson,  of  Indiana,  in  the 
chair,)  and,  after  devoting  some  time  to  the  con- 
sideration thereof,  rose  and  reported  the  following 
bills  to  the  House,  without  amendment,  viz: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  MilledgeGalphin,  execu- 
tor of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  George  Gal- 
phin,  deceased. 

An  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  Robert  Purkis. 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  Stale  to  liquidate  certain  claims  therein 
mentioned,  passed  eighteenth  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Purser  Benjamin  J.  Ca- 
hoone. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anna  J.  Hassler. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Pistole,  widow 
of  Charles  Pistole. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Currier. 

An  act  for  the  payment  of  Charles  Richmond. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Adams  & 
Company,  and  others. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Messrs.  Cook,  Anthony, 
Mahon,  and  others. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jesse  Turner. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Abigail  Garland, 
widow  of  Jacob  Garland,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Taylor. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Welcome  Parmenter. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  John  Clarke. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Wilkinson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  D.  A.  Watlerston. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Gibson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  V.  Mitchell. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Thomas  J.  V.  Owens,  deceased. 

A  resolution  for  the  relief  of  H.  B.  Gaither. 

All  which  bills  were  then  severally  read  the 
third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  also  reported  the 
following  bills  with  amendments,  viz: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Lorimer  Graham, 
late  postmaster  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Grice. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Stokes. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines  of  the  brig  of 
war  Somers. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  bills, 
when  the  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  were  concurred  in,  and  the  bills  were  sev- 
erally read  a  third  time  and  passed,  and  returned 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MOREHEAD  moved  that  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  be  discharged  from  the  further^on- 
sideration  of  the  Senate  bill  to  compensate  R.  M. 
Johnson  for  the  erection  of  certain  buildings  for 
the  use  of  the  Choctaw  Academy.     Agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  taken  up,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed,  and  returned  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  VAN  DYKE,  from  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions, reported  a  resolution  authorizing  the  Clerk 
to  pay  James  Monroe,  out  of  the  contingent  fund 
of  the  House,  for  services  as  a  member  while  con- 
testing the  seat  of  David  S.  Jackson. 

Mr.  VINTON  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
so  as  to  direct  the  Clerk  to  pay  John  M.  Botts 
for  the  time  occupi^  in  contesting  the  seat  of  John 
W.  Jones  as  a  memberfrom  the  State  of  Virginia 
in  the  28th  Congress. 

The  SPEAKER  ruled  the  amendment  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  moved  to  lay  the  resolution 
on  the  table.     Rejected. 

The  previous  question  was  then  moved  and  sec- 
onded; and,  under  the  operation  thereof,  the  reso- 
lution was  agreed  to. 

VERMONT  MILITIA  CLAIMS,  ETC. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BURT,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  stale  of  the  Union  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  Senate  bill 
for  the  payment  of  the  fourth  regiment  in  the  sec- 
ond brigade  of  the  third  division  of  the  Vermont 
militia  for  services  at  the  battle  of  Plattsburg;  and, 
after  a  brief  appeal  in  favor  of  the  bill  by  Mr.  B., 
it  was  read  a  tnird  time  and  unanimously  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  Senate. 
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Mr.  BROWN,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  to  enable  him  to  ofiTer  a  resolution 
authorizing'  and  directing-  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
to  pay  John  M.  Botts  for  the  time  occupied  by 
him  in  contesting  the  right  of  John  W.  Jones  to 
a  seat  as  a  representative  from  the  State  of  Virginia 
in  the  28th  Congress. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules,  and  resulted — yeas  74,  nays  53. 
Two-thirds  not  voting  in  the  affirmative,  the  motion 
was  lost. 

APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  BOYD,  from  the  Committee  of  Conference 
on  the  part  of  the  House  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1849,  made  a  report,  which  was 
read;  and,  after  a  few  explanatory  remarks  by  Mr. 
B.,  Iff  as  agreed  to  under  the  operation  of  the  pre- 
vious question  moved  by  him.  The  bill  as  passed 
is  as  follows: 
All  ACT  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  army 

for  the  year  ending  the  thirtieth  of  June,  one  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  forty-nine. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  United  States  of  .America  in  Qoiigrcss  assembled,  That  tl)e 
following  sums  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropriated 
out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
for  the  support  of  the  army  for  the  year  ending  the  thirtieth 
of  June,  one  thousand  eiglit  lutndred  and  forty-nine. 

For  the  pay  of  tlie  army,  one  million  six;  hundred  and 
thirty-four  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars. 

For  commutation  of  officers '[subsistence,  five  hundred  and 
fifty-five  tliousaiid  three  hundred  and  fii'ty-one  dollars. 

For  commutation  of  forage  for  officers'  horses,  one  hun- 
dred and  four  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars. 

For  payment  in  lieu  of  clothing  for  officers'  servants,  thir- 
ty-six thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy  dollars. 

For  expenses  of  recruiting,  forty  thousand  five  hundred 
and  sixty  dollars. 

For  three  months'  extra  pay  to  non-commissioned  oflicers, 
musicians,  and  privates,  on  reenlistment,  twelve  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars. 

For  three  months'  extra  pay  to  the  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  engaged  in  the  mil- 
itary service  of  the  United  States  in  the  war  with  Mexico, 
under  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled 
'  An  act  supplemental  to  an  act  entitled  An  act  providing  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  existing  war  between  the  United 
States  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  and  for  other  purposes,'  " 
approved  July  nineteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-eight, 
three  millions  of  dollars. 

For  the  regular  supplies  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, consisting  of  fuel,  foragejn  kind  for  the  authorized 
number  of  officers'  horses,  and  for  the  horses,  mules,  and 
oxen  of  the  quartermaster's  department  at  the  several  inil- 
itiiry  posts  and  stations,  and  with  the  armies  in  the  field,  and 
for  the  horses  of  the  first  and  second  regiments  of  (kagoous, 
the  eight  companies  of  light  artillery,  and  the  regiment  of 
mounted  riflemen;  of  straw  for  soldiers'  bedding,  and  of 
stationery,  includingcompany  and  other  blank-books  for  the 
army,  certificates  for  discharged  soldiers,  blank  forms  forthe 
pay  and  quartermaster's  department,  and  for  the  printing  of 
division  and  department  orders  and  army  regulations,  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  incidental  expenses  of  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, consisting  of  postage  on  letters  and  packets  received 
and  sent  by  officers  on  public  service;  expenses  of  courts- 
martial,  and  courts  of  inquiry,  including  the  additional 
compensation  to  judge  advocates,  recorders,  members,  and 
witnesses,  while  on  that  service,  under  the  act  of  March 
sixteenth,  eigliteen  hundred  and  two;  extra  pay  to  soldiers 
employed  in  the  erection  of  barracks,  quarters,  storehouses, 
and  hospitals,  the  construction  of  roads,  and  other  constant 
labor  under  the  direction  of  the  quartermaster's  department, 
for  periods  of  not  less  than  ten  days,  under  the  act  of  second 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  nineteen;  expenses  of  ex- 
presses to  and  from  the  frontier  posts  and  armies  in  the  field, 
of  escorts  to  paymasters,  olherdisbursing  officers,  and  trains, 
wher.;  military  escorts  cannot  be  furnished  ;  expenses  of  the 
interment  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers;  hire 
of  laborers;  compensation  of  clerks  to  the  officers  of  the 
quaitermaster's  department;  compensation  to  wagon  and 
foraiie  masters,  authorized  by  the  act  of  the  fifth  of  July, 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-eight;  for  the  apprehension  of 
deserters,  and  the  expenses  incident  to  their  pursuit;  the 
various  expenditures  necessary  to  keep  the  first  and  second 
regiments  of  dragoons,  the  eight  companies  of  light  artillery, 
and  the  regiment  of  mounted  riflemen  complete,  including 
the  purchase  of  traveling  forges,  blacksmith's  and  shoeing 
tools,  horse  and  mule  shoes,  iron,  hire  of  veterinary  sur- 
geons, medicines  for  horses  and  mules,  three  hundred  and 
JBfty  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  purch.ase  of  horses  required  for  the  first  and  sec- 
ond regiments  of  dragoons,  the  eight  companies  of  light 
artillery,  and  the  rcgimentof  mounted  ritleiiien,  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars. 

For  constructing,  repairing,  and  enlarging  barracks,  quar- 
ters, storehouses,  hospitals,  stables,  wharves,  and  ways  at 
the  several  posts  and  armydepOls;  for  temporary  canton- 
ments, gun-houses  for  the  protection  of  cannon,  including 
the  necessary  tools  anil  materials  for  the  objects  enumnr- 
Hted,  and  for  the  authorized  furniture  for  barrack-room?i  of 
ii»n-comiiiiKiioned  ofTicsri  and  voldisrs ;   rent  of  quarters 
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for  officers,  barracks,  and  hospitals  for  troops,  where  there 
are  no  public  buildings  for  their  accominodation,  for  store 
horses  [houses]  for  the  safekeeping  of  military  stores,  and 
of  grounds  for  summer  cantonments,  three  liundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

l''or  mileage,  or  the  allowance  made  to  officers  for  the 
transportation  of  themselves  and  baggage,  when  traveling 
on  duty,  without  troops,  seventy-five  ihousand  dollars. 

For  transportatifm  of  tlie  army,  including  tlie  baggage  of 
troops,  when  moving  either  by  land  or  water ;  of  clothing, 
camp  and  garrison  equipage,  and  horse  equipments,  from 
the  (Iep6t  at  Philadelphia  to  the  several  posts  and  army  de- 
p6ts;  of  subsistence  from  the  places  of  purchase,  and  from 
the  places  of  delivery  under  contract,  to  such  filaces  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  service  may  require  it  to  be  sent;  of 
ordnance,  ordnance  stores,  and  small  arms  from  the  found- 
ries and  armories  to  the  arsenals,  fortifications,  frontier 
posts,  and  army  depots,  one  million  five  liundred  thousand 
dollars. 

For  subsistence  in  kind,  in  addition  to  one  hundred  and 
eiglity-six  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fourteen  dollars  and 
forty-four  cents  iti  the  treasury,  one  million  one  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
dollars  and  fifty-six  cents. 

For  medical  and  hospital  departments,  one  hundred  and 
twelve  thousand  dollars. 

For  contingencies  of  the  army,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  armament  of  fortifications,  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  purchase  of  ordnance,  ordnance  stores,  and  supplies, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

For  current  expenses  of  the  ordnance  service,  one  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars. 

For  the  manufacture  of  arms  at  the  natioual  armories, 
three  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs,  improvements,  and  new  machinery  at  Har- 
per's Ferry  armory,  fifty-three  thousand  and  ninety-one  dol- 
lars. 

For  repairs,  improvements,  and  new  machinery  atSpring- 
field  armory,  eighty-one  thousand  dollars. 

For  arsenals,  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight  dollars. 

For  purchase  of  land  at  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  adja- 
cent to  new  arsenal  and  public  buildings,  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  purchase  of  land  at  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  to  be 
flowed  by  raising  dam  at  upper  water  shop,  five  thousand 
dollars. 

For  expenses  of  preparing  drawings  of  a  uniform  system 
of  artillery,  three  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  tvvo  contemplated  military  stations  on  the  line  of 
communication  with  Oregon,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

For  arrearages  of  the  military  and  geograpliical  surveys 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

For  arrearages  on  account  of  the  appropriations  heretofore 
made  for  works  of  fortification  at  Mobile  jioint,  fifty-nine 
dollars  and  ninety-two  cents ;  at  the  Rigolets,  Louisiana, 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-two  dollars  ;  and  at  Fort  Lafayette, 
New  York,  seven  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars  and  forty- 
six  cents — the  same  being  the  amounts  expended  by  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  De  Russey,  lulled  Stales  engineer,  and  ad- 
mitted and  allowed  by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  but 
not  credited  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  De  Russey,  owing  to  the 
want  of  appropriations  for  the  aforesaid  works. 

Sec.  2.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  authorize  an  increase  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the 
army  of  the  United  States,"  approved  May  thirteen,  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-sist,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed  : 
Provided,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States  may,  by 
transfer  from  other  regiments,  increase  the  number  of  pri- 
vates, of  not  more  than  five  regiments,  to  such  number  as 
he  may  think  discreet,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  privates 
to  each  of  the  companies  of  said  five  regiments. 

Sec.  3.  Jind  he  it  further  enacted,  That  any  non-commis- 
sioned officer,  musician,  or  private  in  the  regiment  of  mount- 
ed riflemen,  who  has  been  in  service  in  Mexico,  shall,  on 
application,  receive  an  honorable  discharge  from  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  stand  as  if  they  had  served  out 
their  respective  terms:  Provirfcrf,  That  any  vacancy  caused 
by  such  discharge  shall  be  filled  at  the  discretion  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States. 

Skc.  4.  Jind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Sscretary  of 
the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed 
to  pay  to  CaptainJohn  Caldwell  thesum  of  six  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  dollars,  with  interest  thereon  from  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-seven,  being  the 
amount  expended  by  him  in  the  purchase  of  blankets  and 
clothing  for  the  second  regiment  of  Ohio  volunteers,  while 
acting  as  assistant  ([uartermaster  for  that  regiment,  in  Mex- 
ico ;  and  that  said  sum  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  on  Senate  bills  on  the  public 
calendar. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  Missouri,  moved  that  the  House 
adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the  motion, 
and  resulted — yeas  78,  nays  61. 

And  the  House  accordingly  adjourned  at  a  quar- 
ter past  nine  o'clock,  p.  m. 


IN  SENATE.-* 
Saturday,  Jlugust  12,  1848. 
The  PRESIDENT  pro  IcmAnid  before  the  Sen. 
Rt«   a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ^ 


comiTiunicaiing  a  report  of  the  superintendent  of 
standard  weights  and  measures  and  balances. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PEARCE, 

Ordend,  That  it  be  printed,  and  that  five  hundred  copies, 
in  addition  to  the  usual  number,  be  printed  forthe  use  oflhe 
superintendent. 

Mr.  PEi\j[lCE  submitted  a  communication  from 
Alexandre  Vattemare,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  BUTLER  moved  that  the  Senate  insist  on 
its  amendments  to  the  bill  to  revive  and  extend  the 
provisions  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  settle  the 
title  to  certain  tracts  of  land  in  the  State  of  Arkan- 
sas,"and  asked  a  Committee  of  Conference,  which 
was  appointed  by  the  Chair.  The  committee  con- 
sists of  Messrs.  Butler,  Mason,  and  Hale. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUTLER,  the  Senate  con- 
curred in  the  amendments  of  the  House  to  the  bill 
giving  effect  to  certain  treaty  stipulations  between 
this  and  foreign  governments  for  the  apprehension 
and  delivery  of  certain  offenders;  which  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CAMERON,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  from  the  House  for  the 
relief  of  William  Pittinan,  and  passed  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUSK,  the  Senate  receded 
from  all  its  amendments  to  the  House  bill  to  estab- 
lish certain  post  routes;  which  was  a2,'reed  to. 

Mr.  BREESE,  fiotn  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  reported  the  bill  to  authorize  the  draining 
of  the  Everglades  in  the  State  of  Florida  by  said 
State,  and  to  grant  the  same  to  said  State  for  that 
purpose,  without  amendment,  and  aceonipanied 
by  a  written  report,  with  documents;  which  v/ero 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

REPORTS-FROM  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  BELL,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, reported  a  resolution  for  the  relief  of  the  at- 
torneys employed  by  the  Choctaw  reservees  under 
the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  concluded  the 
15ih  of  September,  1830;  which  was  read,  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BELL  also  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the 
sundry  memorials  and  resolutions  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  sundry  petitions  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  YULEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  sundry  memorials,  &c.,  referred 
to  that  cornmittee. 

Mr.  MASON  gave  notice  that  he  should  move 
to  take  up  the  calendar  at  1 1  o'clock. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Charity  Harrington,  as 
amended  by  the  House,  was  taken,  up  and  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  KING  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  considered  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
agreed  to: 

Resolved,  (the  House  of  Representatives  concurring,) 
That  the  sixteenth  joint  rule  of  the  two  Houses  be  suspend- 
ed, so  far  as  to  permit  the  sending  to  the  House  of  Rcpre-_ 
sei'ilativcs  the  bill  to  carry  into  effect  certain  stipulations  of 
the  treaty  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
Republic  of  Mexico,  of  the  2(1  day  of  February.  18-48. 

Mr.  BENTON  submitted  the  following  joint 
resolution  of  thanks  to  Colonel  Doniphan,  his  offi- 
cers and  men: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent  at  ives  of  the 
United  States  of  Jimcrica  in  (Jonsxess  assembled,  That  the 
thank*of  Congress  be,  and  Ihe  same  hcrtby  are,  presented 
to  Colonel  Honiphaii,  his  officers  and  men,  for  the  brilliant 
victory  of  the  Sacramento,  and  the  successful  conduct  ot 
the  niilitarv  expedition  to  Chihuahua, and  thence  to  General 
Taylor's  afmv;  and  that  tho^  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  made  a  sword  of  the  value  of 
$500,  with  suitable  inscriptions,  to  commemorate  the  honor 
of  said  victory  and  expedition. 

Mr.  BENTON  also  offered  the  following  joint 
resolution;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  Honie  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  Stales  of  jimerica  in  CDiigress  assembled,  That  the 
thanks  of  Congress  be  presented  to  Brigadier  General  Price, 
liis  ollicers  and  men,  lor  the  brilliant  victory  achieved  by 
them  at  St.  Cruz,  in  the  Slate  of  Chihuahun.overa  superior 
Mi:xicaii  forci' ;  and  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  t>  cau^e  a  sword  of  the  value  of  iif'.'>00,  with 
suitable  insciiptlons,  to  b.:  made  and  presented  to  Ceiioral 
Price,  in  honor  and  commumorntion  of  said  viotery. 


1074 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Aug.  12, 


CIVIL  AND  DIPLOMATIC  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  ATflERTOX,  from  tlie  Committee  of 
Conference  on  the  bill  making;  appropriations  for 
the  civil  and  diplomatic  service,  made  a  report; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  YULEE  asked  that  tlie  consideration  of  the 
report  be  [losiponed  until  the  seats  of  the  absent 
Senators  should  be  filled. 

Mr.  ATEIERTON  .said  he  could  not  consent  to 
a  moment's  delay.  The  Committee  on  Confer- 
ence did  not  termniate  its  labors  until  10  o'clock 
last  night.  It  must  be  recollected  that  this  bill  had 
to  he  eiis;rossed,  and  that  there  was  not  a  cent  to 
pay  the  members. 

The  report  was  then  concurred  in. 

THE  OREGON  BILL. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  Territorial  Government 
in  Oregon,  as  amended  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, was  then  taken  up. 

The  ainendments  having  been  read — 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  moved  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  KIMG  said  the  proper  motion  was  to  in- 
sist, and  then  to  ask  for  a  committee  of  confer- 
c)ice. 

Mr.  BENTON"  rose  to  make  a  motion  which 
would  supersede  the  other  motion.  He  moved 
that  the  Setiatc  recede  from  its  amendment. 

Mr.  YULKE  referred  to  the  Manual,  to  show 
ihe  first  motion  was  to  insist. 

Mr.  DAYTON  suggested  that  the  motion  to 
recede  was  first  in  order,  because,  if  it  succeeded, 
it  would  prevent  any  committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  MASON  asked  if  the  motion  to  recede 
would  afipear  on  the  .Journal.' 

The  CH.VIR  having  replied  in  the  afllrmative — 

Mr.  MASON  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments on  the  table,  and  asked  for  the  yeas  and 
nays;  which  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  talcen  and  decided  as 
follows: 

YEA.S — !\Insj^rs.  Bnrrien,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Davis  of  Mis- 
eissippi,  D  iwiis,  Foote,  Hunter,  Johnson  olMaivland,  Joliii- 
son  of  Louisi.ina,  Jolinson  of  Geoigia,  King,  iManKinri,  Ma- 
son, I'l'arci-,  Rusk,  Turiicy,  VVe.'itcott,  and  Yulee — IS. 

NAVri — Messrs.  Alk'u,  Atchison,  Atiieiton,  Baldwin, 
livU,  Benton,  Bradbury,  IJreeso,  Bricht,  Cameron,  Clarke, 
Davis  of  MassachMsetts,  Dayton,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Dodge, 
Douglas,  Fclch,  Fitzgerald,  Greene,  Hale,  HaiuiUon,  Ilons- 
lon,  Mcleall'!,  Miller,  Niles,  Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Under- 
wood, LTphain,  Walker,  and  Wehster — 32. 

Mr.  BENTON  renewed  his  motion  to  recede. 
This  question  had  been  a  long  time  before  the  Sen- 
ate. He  had  patiently  waited  with  an  anxious 
desire  to  adopt  some  measuie  of  conciliation.  From 
the  first  he  had  been  opposed  to  clogging  Oregon 
with  California.  He  wished  to  see  Oregon  go 
through  by  herself.  When  the  subject  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee  of  eight,  a  bill  had  been 
brought  in,  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  concili- 
ating did'crent  feelings.  Pie  had  not  approved  of 
that  bill;  but  he  had  always  determined  to  vote  for 
it.  Pie  had  not  impeded  its  progress  by  interpos- 
ing a  single  word.  He  gave  his  vote  for  it,  while 
he  disapproved  of  it  at  the  same  time.  Then  there 
came  ud  the  adjustment  on  the  parallel  line  of  36° 
30'.  He  was  extremely  reluctant  to  go  for  that 
measure.  Oregon  was  four  hundred  iniles  distant 
from  the  nearest,  ami  nearly  a  thousand  miles  from 
the  remotest  point  of  California;  and  there  was  no 
rule  which  applied  equally  to  both.  Still  he  had 
voted  for  that  bill,  in  order  to  put  an  end  to  the 
fjuestion;  and  on  similar  grounds  he  had  given  his 
vote  for  the  Oregon  bill.  That  bill  had  been  .sent 
to  the  House,  and  had  been  returned  from  the 
House  with  the  Missouri  compromise  stricken  out. 
He  thought  he  had  now  done  enough  to  secure 
conciliation  and  compromise.  Plejiad  done  enough 
when  he  con.senied  to  attach  California  to  Oreg(m. 
Oregon  was  now  in  a  deplorable  condition.  A  few 
years  ayo  we  were  ready  to  fight  all  the  world  to 
get  po.ssession  of  her;  and  now  we  are  just  as  will- 
ing to  throw  her  away  as  we  were  then  to  risk 
everything  for  her  po.ssession.  She  is  left  without 
a  government,  without  laws,  while-  m  this  moment 
she  is  engaged  in  a  war  with  the  Indians.  There 
were  twelve  thousand  or  fifteen  thousand  persons 
settled  there  who  had  claims  on  our  protection. 
She  was  till ee  thousand  miles  from  the  m(lro[)oliinn 
Beat  of  government.  And  yet,  although  she  had 
H;t  iif)  a  provisional  government  for  herself,  and 
this  provisional  government  had  taken  on  itself 
the  enactment  of  laws,  it  is  left  to  the  will  of  every 
individual  to  determine  for  himself  whethfir  he  will 
obpy  tlioMe  law.'J  or  not.     She  has  now  roaclied  a 


point  beyond  which  she  can  exist  no  longer.  She 
can  work  along  no  further,  no  longer.  The  war 
hereafter  will  not  be  between  whites  and  Indians; 
it  will  be  a  conflict  between  whites  and  whites.  It 
will  become  necessary  that  every  dispute  shall  be 
settled  by  a  resort  to  arms.  Andean  this  Senate 
satisfy  itself  that  it  will  have  performed  its  duly, 
while  it  sits  with  folded  arms,  and  declines  to  do 
anything?  It  is  a  duty,  a  soleinn  obligation,  en- 
forced by  the  awful  soleinnity  of  our  oaths,  which 
we  cannot  avoid  without  a  violation  of  that  duty. 
If  we  refrain  from  extending  the  protection  of  this 
Government  to  the  people  of  Oregon,  we  violate 
these  obligations.  He  held  it  to  be  our  bounden 
t  duty  to  provide  a  government  for  Oregon;  and  he 
would  not,  so  far  as  he  was  able,  permit  the  bill 
to  establish  that  government,  by  putting  a  weight 
of  extraneous  matter  on  it,  to  sink  it  down.  Flor- 
ida had  been  permitted  to  come  into  the  Union, 
notwithstanding  the  slavery  question. 

Mr.  YULEE  said  there  was  a  warm  and  long 
opposition  to  it. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Florida  was  permitted  to  come 
in  at  once. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT.  Florida  was  an  applicant 
year  after  year — from  1839  to  1845 — before  she 
was  admitted. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Florida  went  through  as  a 
State.  Not  a  single  vote  was  given  against  the 
formation  of  her  State  government. 

Mr.  YULEE.  There  wfes  long  discussion  and 
a  stronff  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  BENTON.  She  passed  through  as  a  State. 
The  members  from  the  nonslaveholding  States 
could  have  stopped  her  if  they  had  chosen,  but 
they  let  her  pass.  Texas  had  also  been  admitted. 
And  why  was  Oregon  to  be  arrested  in  her  appli- 
cation .'  If  Congress  should  adjourn  without  es- 
tablishing a  government  there,  it  might  become  a 
question  with  the  President  whether  his  duty 
would  not  require  of  him  to  convene  Congress 
before  the  usual  period.  Mr.  B.  concluded  with 
re-urging  Congress  to  act  on  the  bill  now. 

The  CHAIR  announced  its  decision,  that  the 
motion  to  recede  takes  precedence  of  the  motion 
to  insist  and  to  ask  for  a  committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  BERRIEN  would  not  call  in  question  the 
decision  of  the  Chair.  Pie  made  an  appeal  to  the 
Senate  not  to  let  this  last  opportunity  for  concilia- 
tion pass  away.  He  hoped  the  motion  to  recede 
would  not  prevail.  The  question  involved  the  in- 
terests of  the  people  of  Oregon;  and  more  than 
that,  the  harmony  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  If  this  measure  should  not  prevail,  it  will 
be  taken  as  evidence  that  the  Government  will  here- 
after rule  the  South  with  f  rod  of  iron.  Pie  hoped 
a  committee  of  conference  would  be  granted,  in 
order  that  gentlemen  might  compare  opinions,  in 
the  hope  of  coming  to  some  satisfactory  conclu- 
sion. He  trusted  that  this  course  would  be  pur- 
sued, in  order  that  southern  representatives  might 
carry  home  the  gratifying  information  that  Con- 
gress were  disposed  to  consult  the  feelings  of  their 
constituents.  It  was  suggested  by  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  that  the  appointment  of  a  commit- 
tee of  conference  would  he  to  transfer  the  power 
of  Congress  to  a  committee.  He  contended  that 
if  the  establishment  of  a  government  in  Oregon 
was  impeded,  it  was  by  fastening  on  it  this  proviso 
in  relation  to  a  Territory  where  it  is  tiot  needed. 
Does  any  man  believe  that  slavery  will  ever  exist 
in  Oregon.''  And  if  not,  how  did  the  attaching  of 
California  to  the  bill  clog  and  bear  it  down.'  He 
designated  more  in  detail  the  position  in  which 
southern  Senators  were  placed.  He  complimented 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Webster] 
on  the  statesmanlike  ground  on  which  he  had 
placed  his  opposition.  In  his  course  tiiere  was 
no  demagogism,  no  free-soil  fallacy.  But  he  re- 
garded the  view  of  that  Senator  as  to  the  three- 
fifths  provision  as  incorrect;  and  he  went  at  some 
length  into  an  explanation  of  his  own  opinions  as 
to  the  intent  of  that  provision,  and  concluded  with 
a  renewed  appeal  to  the  Senate  not  to  recede. 

Mr.  MASON  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  this  bill  until  hall'-past  five,  for 
the  pur|)()se  of  taking  up  the  jirivate  calendar;  and 
on  this  question  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays,  which 
wei'c  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  as 
follows; 

VKAS^ — Messrs.  Badiier,  Berrien,  Borland,  Butler,  Cal- 
lifiun,  D.ivis  of  Missis.sipfii,  Downs,  Fnoie,  llaunegnn, 
fliinier,  Juhnsoii  of  Maryland,  JcjIiiitMu  uf  LoHiNiaiin,  Juhii- 


son  of  Georcia,  King,  Lewis,  Mansum,  Mason,  Pearce, 
Riisb,  Sfba^lian,  'J'urney,  Wrsteott,  and  Vulee— 23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atehison,  Athertnti,  Baldwin, 
Bell,  Benfoii,  Br.ulhury,  Breese,  liiiglit,  Cameron,  Clarke, 
C^orwin,  Davis  of  Ma-sachnsells,  Davion,  Dickinson,  Dix, 
Dodge,  Douglas,  Feieh,  I'ltz.'erald,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin, 
Houston,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Niles,  Phelps.  S|)ruance,  Stur- 
geon, Underwood,  Upham,  Walker,  and  Webster .14. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  expressed  his  apprehension 
that  there  was  a  fixed  majority  in  this  Senate  and 
in  the  House  opposed  to  any  further  trial  at  con- 
ciliation. Still  he  hoped  the  Senate  would  pre- 
serve a  correct  position,  and  vote  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  of  conference.  He  might 
say,  without  any  self-flattery,  that  he  had  all  along 
foreseen  this  result.  Let  those  who  opposed  the 
views  of  the  South  lay  their  cause  before  the  coun- 
try, and  defend  it  as  they  could.  The  great  strife 
between  the  North  and  the  South  is  ended.  The 
North  is  determined  to  exclude  the  property  of  the 
slaveholder,  and  of  course  the  slaveholder  him- 
self, from  its  territory.  On  this  point  there  seem.s 
to  be  no  division  in  the  North.  In  the  South,  he 
regretted  to  say,  there  was  some  division  of  senti- 
ment. The  efl!ect  of  this  determination  of  the 
North  was  to  convert  all  the  southern  population 
into  slaves;  and  he  would  never  consent  to  entail 
that  disgrace  on  his  posterity.  Pie  denounced  any 
southern  man  who  would  not  take  the  same  course. 
Gentlemen  were  greatly  mistaken  if  they  supposed 
the  Presidential  question  in  the  South  would  over- 
ride this  more  important  one.  The  separation  of 
the  North  and  the  South  is  completed.  The  South 
has  now  a  most  solemn  obligation  to  perform — to 
herself — to  the  Constitution — to  the  Union.  She 
is  bound  to  come  to  a  decision  not  to  permit  this 
to  £0  on  any  further,  but  to  show  that,  dearly  as 
she  prizes  the  Union,  there  are  questions  which 
she  regards  as  of  greater  importance  than  the 
Union.  She  is  bound  to  fulfill  her  obligations  as 
she  may  best  understand  them.  This  is  not  n 
question  of  territorial  government,  but  a  question 
involving  the  continuance  of  the  Union.  Peihaps 
it  was  better  that  this  question  should  come  to  an 
end,  in  order  that  some  new  point  should  be 
taken. 

He  had  given  what  he  deemed  a  clear  constitu- 
tional vote  on  the  coinpromise  bill.  He  had  also 
voted  for  the  introduction  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise into  this  bill;  although  he  could  not  consti- 
tutionally vote  for  the  bill,  which  he  regarded  as 
artificial.  Gentlemen  may  do  with  this  bill  as  they 
please.  If  they  will  not  give  now  what  the  South 
asks  as  a  compromi.?e,  she  will,  at  the  next  session, 
demand  all,  and  will  not  be  satisfied  with  anything 
less. 

Mr.  BELL  said,  he  was  a  southern  Senator, 
and  deeply  involved  in  southern  interests;  but  he 
must  have  greatly  mistaken  his  true  course  if  the 
arguments  to  which  he  had  listened  were  correct. 
There  were  wiser  heads  than  his;  but  still,  in  the 
vote  which  he  should  give,  he  nnust  conform  to  his 
own  judgment.  He  believed  that  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  and  those  who  concurred  with 
him,  had  [ilaced  the  South  in  a  wrong  position, 
when  they  assumed  that,  by  the  decision  of  this 
question,  the  die  would  be  cast,  and  the  issue  must 
now  be  made  which  involves  the  dissolution  of 
the  Union.  Pie  contended  that  this  issue  was  pre- 
maturely made  when  it  was  made  on  the  Oregon 
bill.  If  we  are  to  quarrel  with  the  North,  let  us 
be  sure  that  in  all  respects  our  ground  of  dispute 
is  tenable  for  us.  The  vote  of  the  House  has 
been  cited  here  as  evidence  that  this  issue  could 
no  longer  be  avoided.  He  came  to  no  such  con- 
clusion. He  knew  and  felt  the  influence  of  too 
many  sympathies  with  the  North.  Until  a  vote 
of  Congress  should,  on  the  subject  of  the  southern 
Territories,  actually  separate  the  Union,  he  never 
would  believe  that  such  a  vole  could  be  given.  As 
to  this  question,  he  had  voted  against  laying  this 
billon  the  table,  and  against  its  postponement,  be- 
cause he  desired  to  give  his  southern  friends  an 
opportunity  of  having  a  committee  of  conference, 
from  which  he  expected  nothing  favorable. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  and  Mr.  DOWNS  explained 
their  votes  on  the  question  to  lay  the  subject  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  BELL  resumed.  He  would  vote  against 
receding,  and  would  then  vote  to  insist,  nlthoui^h 
he  did  not  expect  any  good  fiom  a  conference.  He 
desired  to  see  the  Oregon  bill  passed,  even  without 
this  restiiction;  and  he  could  not  use  it  as  a  means 
of  attack  on  gentlemen.  Whether  he  could  vote 
for  it  himself  was  doubtful,  regarding  as  he.  did  the 
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feelings  of  the  friends  with  whom  he  was  asso- 
'ciated.  He  controverted  the  doctt-ine,  that  even  if 
the  whole  country,  North  and  South,  was  opposed 
to  slavery,  Congress  had  no  power  to  legislate  on 
the  subject.  He  thought  th«  iVIissouri  cooipromise 
had  settled  that  point.  He  repeated,  in  conclusion, 
his  conviction  that  the  making  up  of  the  issue  at 
this  time  was  premature.  When  ttie  whole  ques- 
tion as  to  the  Territories  of  California  and  New 
JMexico  should  come  up,  it  would  be  time  enough 
to  tender  the  i.ssne. 

Mr.  TUllNEY  thought  the  whole  question  was 
involved  in  the  que.stion  now  under  consideration. 
It  was  alleged  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  that 
if  this  bill  should  be  rejected,  it  might  become  the 
duty  of  the  President  to  convene  Congress  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  a  government  for  Oregon. 
If  so,  why  had  three  years  been  permitted  to  pass 
without  any  government  being  provided  for  Ore- 
gon? He  did  not  regard  the  daims  of  Oregon  as 
•greater  than  those  of  California  and  New  Mexico. 
The  question  had  become  a  sectional  one,  and  pro- 
ductive of  angry  discussion.  He  desired  to  know 
why,  in  reference  to  this  bill,  the  usual  parlia- 
mentary course  of  appointing  a  committee  of  con- 
ference was  to  be  departed  from?  On  no  other  bill 
liad  there  becR  this  departure  from  the  ordinary 
course.  He  could  see  no  reason  foi-  the  change. 
Deny  this  Committee  of  Conference,  and  all  hope 
-of  providing  a  government  for  Oregon  is  lost,  and 
€very  opportunity  of  conciliating  the  opposing 
sections  of  the  country  will  have  passed  away. 
He  hoped  this  spirit  of  conciliation  would  not  be 
■abandoned  until  every  effort  had  been  exhausted 
«n  a  Committee  of  Conference.  He  complimented 
the  Senator  from  Indiana  (Mr.  Bright]  on  the 
course  he  had  taken,  almost  alone,  in  throwing 
himself  into  the  breach,  to  preseive  his  party  and 
the  Union.  He  hoped  the  committee  would  be 
allowed.  When  toad  such  a  committee  failed  to 
agree?  When  had  any  bill  been  lost,  which  had 
been  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Conference?  To 
test  the  sense  of  the  Senate,  he  would  move  to  lay 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  on  the 
ta'ble. 

Tl^e  CHAIR  deciding  that  that  motion  wouM 
carry  the  bill  v/uh  it — 

Mr.  TURNEY  withdrew  his  motion. 

Mr.  BUTLER  said  that  he  had  voted  for  laying 
the  bill  on  the  table,  because,  after  the  declaration 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  that  the  reference  to 
«.  Committse  of  Conference  would  be  a  transfer  of 
the  power  of  the  Senate,  he  thought  it  would  be 
better  to  leave  Gregou  without  a  government  for 
the  present  than  pass  the  bill  in  such  a  shape  as 
would  provoke  the  consequences  which  must  fol- 
low. He  thought  the  views  of  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  v/ere  not  correct,  and  it  ap- 
peared very  unlikely  that  any  issue  could  probably 
«nsue  which  would  suit  the  taste  of  that  Senator. 
The  history  of  the  great  men  of  Massachusetts,  in 
the  revolutionary  crisis,  would  rise  up  and  rebuke 
t'hose  who  were  so  fastidious  about  an  iasue.  He 
put  a  number  of  questions  to  ascertain  what  issue 
v/ould  suit  the  Senator.  He  <',omp!imented  that 
Senator  for  the  qualities  of  heart  which  he  had  ex- 
hibited when  he  spoke  of  his  sympathies  for  the 
North.  But  he  thought  that  the  practical  judgment 
of  that  Senator  would  revolt  from  a  surrender  of 
the  Oregon  question.  We  read  with  admiration 
of  individuals  who  have  stood  up  alone  to  breast 
the  storm;  and  we  have  seen  such  among  us.  But 
if  we  of  the  South  are  obliged  to  go  home,  and  tell 
our  constituents  that  the  Missouri  compromise  has 
been  rejected,  all  the  eloquence  of  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  and  that  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
combined,  would  have  no  effect  in  controlling  the 
burst  of  indignftition  which  would  break  forth.  He 
referred  to  a  letter  published  last  summer  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  in  which  he  pledged  him- 
self to  give  Oregon  a  government,  and  congrat- 
ulated him  on  the  facility  with  which  he  could 
change  hie  position.  He  thought  little  of  any 
dangers  which  would  threaten  the  Union  from  any 
consequences  which  could  arise  from  the  extension 
of  our  country,  in  comparison  with  those  which 
must  follow  the  rejection  of  this  last  effort  of  com- 
promise. He  could  not  coincide  in  opinion  with 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Webster,] 
that  there  was  nothing  in  the  Constitution  touch- 
ing the  government  of  new  Territories  obtained  by 
a  power  resulting  from  war.  There  were  many 
things  prohibited  by  the  Constitution  which  could 
not  be  done  in  a  new  Territory  any  more  than  in 


any  other  Territory.  He  concluded  by  stating, 
that  we  had  given  by  this  bill  to  Oregon  a  Legis- 
lature, a  Grovernor,  and  everything  usually  in- 
cluded in  bills  of  this  kind;  and  was  it  to  be  sup- 
posed, that  if  this  feature  were  stricken  out, Oregon 
could  not  exist  under  its  government?  The  idea 
of  the  Senator  from  Tennessee,  that  the  issue  couW 
not  be  made  until  the  d-ecision  of  Congress  on  the 
California  question,  he  repudiated,  because  there 
was  no  probability  that  such  issue  would  be  made 
at  present.  The  next  issue  would  be  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  in  the 
forts  and  arsenals.  He  believed  that  in  a  few  years 
an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  would  be  made, 
which  would  still  further  prostrate  the  power  and 
interests  of  the  South.  The  opposition  to  the 
Amistad  appropriation  had  been  sustained  by  ar- 
guments such  as  he  had  never  before  this  session 
heard  from  any  lips.  The  situation  of  the  south 
Atlantic  States  ought  to  induce  us  to  pause.  We 
had  gone  through  a  war,  and  the  fruits  of  victory 
are  held  up,  but  these  fruits  the  South  is  not  per- 
mitted to  touch.  While  the  North  is  becoming 
rich  by  the  carrying  trade,  by  supplying  provis- 
ions, &c.,  th-e  South  had  not  even  had  its  share  of 
patronage  in  the  appointment  of  the  officers  who 
had  figured  in  the  war.  He  adduced  this  as  proof 
that  the  weak  would  always  be  pressed  down  by 
the  strong.  While  none  of  the  honors,  except  the 
laurels  enjoyed  by  those  who  have  returned,  and 
the  cypress  which  mingles  with  the  willow  and  is 
dewed  with  the  widow's  and  the  orphan's  tears, 
have  fallen  to  the  South,  it  was  hard  to  bear  the 
insulting  comparisons  instituted  on  the  subject  of 
slavery  whenever  it  comes  up  for  discussion. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  wished  to  make  his  position 
known,  not  only  on  this  continent,  but  that  it 
should  be  blazoned  forth  to  the  world.  He  be- 
lieved that  the  crisis  so  much  spoken  of  had  come. 
Texas  was  peculiarly  situated.  The  line  of  36° 
3W'  divides  her  territory.  North  of  that,  slavery 
is  prohibited;  south  of  it,  slavery  may  or  may  not 
exist,  as  she  may  select.  Texas  had  entered  the 
Union  on  this  condition,  and  she. was  willing  to 
adhere  to  that  condition.  He  did  not  see  that  this 
bill  affected  the  interests  of  Texas  in  any  way. 
The  extension  in  Oregon  of  the  line  to  42°  could 
not  affect  the  southern  States.  He  stood  on  the 
frontier,  and  he  saw  nothing  in  whatever  legisla- 
tion might  take  place  in  reference  to  territory  north 
of  42°  which  could  concern  his  State.  He  remind- 
ed th.e  Senate  that  thirteen  Senators  from  the  north- 
ern States  had  voted  for  the  admission  of  Texas  as 
she  came  in.  And  he  was  ready  to  vote  for  the 
admission  of  Oregon,  even  with  the  prohibition  of 
slavery  attached  to  it,  as  it  could  never  affect  the 
southern  Territories.  He  might  vote  against  re- 
ceding, because  he  hoped  something  better  might 
be  obtained.  As  to  the  southern  Territories,  the 
Government  of  California  is  not  now  before  us. 
He  reinembered  the  cry  of  disunion  and  nullifica- 
tion when  the  higli  tariff  was  imposed.  That  cry 
reached  him  in  the  wilderness,  an  exile  from  kindred 
and  friends  and  sections;  but  it  rung  in  his  ears, 
and  wounded  his  heart.  But  now  he  was  in  the 
midst  of  such  a  cry,  and  he  was  bound  to  act  as  a 
man  conscious  of  the  solemn  responsibilities  im- 
posed on  him.  He  had  heard  the  menaces  and 
cries  of  disunion  until  he  had  become  familiar  with 
them,  and  they  had  now  ceased  to  produce  alarm 
in  his  bosom.  He  had  no  fear  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union,  when  he  recollected  how  it  had  been 
established,  and  how  it  had  been  defended.  It 
could  not  be  the  interest  of  the  North  to  destroy 
the  South,  notwithstanding  the  papers  signed  by 
old  men,  and  old  women,  and  pretty  little  girls, 
praying  for  abolition,  got  up  in  the  very  small 
coteries— these  could  not  ruffle  the  Union.  The 
intelligent  and  manly  spirits  of  the  North  would 
rise  up  to  defend  the  Union.  He  wished  no  sep- 
aration of  the  Stales.  He  had  too  much  confidence 
in  the  North  to  fear  any  injury  from  that  section. 
And  he  thought  the  South — and  he  was  a  southern 
man — should  make  some  sacrifice  for  the  purpose 
of  reconciliation  with  the  North.  As  to  the  Pres- 
idential elections,  he  hoped  they  would  alv/aye 
continue,  and  that  the  Republic  would  long  exist; 
but  he  did  not  dread  the  influence  which  these 
questions  would  exercise  on  legislation.  Oregon 
cannot  obtain  protection  and  good  government,  ex- 
ce|)t  from  Congress;  and  he  hoped  these  would  be 
extended  to  her.  * 

As  to  the  South,  he  was  anxious  to  throw  off 
from  her  any  injurious  imputations.     It  had  been 


said  that  the  South,  which  supported  oie  of  the 
candidates  in  1840,  had  deserted  him  in  1844.  He 
was  a  favorite  with  the  South,  because  he  declared 
himself  a  northern  man  with  southern  principles, 
and  of  course  was  a  favorite  with  the  South. 
What  is  that  gentleman's  position  now?  It  >-e- 
mit>d«d  him  of  the  two  farnrrers  who  had  two 
orchards,  one  on  the  north  and  the  other  on  the 
south  side  of  a  hill.  On  one  occasion,  when  the 
fruit  failed  on  the  northern  side,  the  farmer  on  the 
south  offered  his  neighbor  the  privilege  of  coming 
into  his  orchard  and  making  there  what  cider  he 
needed.  "That  is  very  well,"  said  the  northern 
man,  "but  I  have  no  hands  to  make  it."  The 
southern  man  replied  that  he  would  make  him 
some,  and  would  let  him  have  a  barrel  of  cider. 
"  But  I  have  no  ont  to  bring  it  home,"  said  the 
northern  man.  "Well,  I  will  send  you  a  barrel," 
was  the  reply.  "  That  is  all  well,"  said  his  neigh- 
bor, "  and  when  I  have  drunk  out  the  cider,  what 
will  you  give  me  for  the  barrel?"  So  the  gentle- 
man of  the  North  with  southern  principles  now 
wanted  to  sell  the  barrel  to  the  South.  He  went 
on  at  some  length  to  discuss  the  political  character 
and  course  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  expressing  his  be- 
lief that  as  soon  as  Elisha's  mantle  fell  on  hia 
shoulders,  he  was  the  favorite  of  the  South  on  that 
account;  but  that  when  he  styled  himself  a  north- 
ern man  with  southern  principles,  that  alone  should 
have  put  the  South  on  her  guard,  and  led  her  to 
suspect  him  of  treachery.  But  if  the  vision  of  the 
stern  old  warrior  could  break  upon  him  as  that  old 
man  would  have  looked,  if  living,  on  his  traitorous 
course,  the  glance  of  the  warrior's  eye  would  ex- 
terminate him  where  he  stands,  and  leave  not  a 
spot  to  mark  the  place.  He  v/ent  on  to  show  the 
intimate  connection  of  interests  between  the  North 
and  the  South,  which  ought  to  cement  the  union 
between  there*.  They  are  mutually  dependent  on 
each  other;  and  if  the  slaves  were  free,  where 
would  be  found  purchasers  for  the  coarser  fabrics 
of  northern  manufactures?  The  South  ]\&d  no 
reason  to  complain  because  the  North  was  the 
beneficiary  of  the  favors  of  the  Government.  He 
thought  that  tliese  considerations  ought  to  influ- 
ence us  when  any  one  talks  to  ns  of  a  dissolution 
of  the  Union.  He  protested  against  the  cries  of 
disunion,  and  against  every  attempt  to  traduce  the 
Union.  He  was  of  the  South,  and  he  was  ready 
to  defend  the  South;  but  he  was  for  the  Union. 
The  Union  was  his  guiding  star,  and  he  would  fix 
his  eyes  on  that  star  to  (lirect  his  course.  He 
would  advise  his  friends  of  the  South  and  of  the 
North  to  pursue  measures  of  conciliation.  He 
would  discourage  every  attempt  to  sow  discord, 
and  to  stir  up  the  passions  of  the  country,  and 
kindle  them  up  to  war.  He  regretted  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  had  used  any  menacing 
language  against  the  Union. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  explained  that  he  used  no 
menace.     He  spoke  of  his  own  position. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said,  he  was  glad  to  find  that 
the  Senator  meant  no  menace.  What  would  be 
done  by  the  South?  Would  she  have  a  conven- 
tion? 

Mr.  DOWNS.  Have  not  the  North  had  a  con- 
vention ? 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Does  the  Senator  think  it 
treason  in  the  South  to  have  a  convention? 

Mr.  HOUSTON  said,  certainly  not.  It  would 
have  the  right  to  hold  a  convention  and  raise  a 
puny  war  against  the  women  and  children  who  get 
up  abolition  papers,  or  against  that  convention  at 
Buffalo;  and  he  had  seen  a  much  more  respectable 
convention  of  buffaloes.  He  would  never  go  into 
any  southern  convention;  he  would  never  aid  in 
any  scheme  to  bring  about  a  dissolution  of  the 
Union.  What  would  a  southern  convention  do? 
Would  it  oppose  the  laws  enacted  by  a  majority 
of  the  two  Houses?  Would  it  raise  troops  to  cut 
off  emigrants  to  "Oregon,  because  they  were  going 
there  without  negroes?  He  wished  to  know  if 
this  would  not  be  a  beautiful  idea.  The  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  after  voting  for  the  Missouri 
compromise, could  not  head  a  convention.  Heaven 
would  not  let  him.  Such  a  mutinous,  nondescript 
company  as  he  would  have  under  him,  would 
never  have  been  seen  before.  As  for  himself,  he 
would  not  go  in  for  carrying  on  a  war  to  Puget's 
Sound  for  a  visionary  object. 

Mr.  UENTON  called  the  attention  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  fact,  that  the  Senate  had  agreed  to  every 
word  and  every  letter  of  the  bill  from  the  House; 
but  the  Senate  had  ad4cd  to  it  extraneous  mailer. 
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We  now  saw  the  opening  of  that  second  chapter,  I 
ivhicli  the  Senator  from  Smilh  Carolina  had  spuken  I 
of,  as  a  part  of  tlic  history  of  the  dissolution  of 
the  Union.  Chapter  "  number  two"  was  to  open 
wlien  l)oiii  Houses  had  agreed  to  this  Oregon  bill, 
word  for  word,  and  letter  for  letter;  and  wheji  the 
Senate  interjected  in  the  bill  a  t'oreign  question — a 
question  relating  altogellier  to  another  subject — 
this  number  two  was  to  go  before  the  country  as 
a  part  of  the  history  of  dissolution. 

He  (Mr.  B.)  had  been  tiumted  in  the  debate 
■with  having  relaxed  in  liis  zeal  for  Oregon  at  one 
time,  and  increasing  it  at  this  time.  For  thirty 
years  he  had  urged  the  claims  of  Oregon,  and 
with  equal  zeal  he  urged  them  now.  He  reminded 
the  Senate  of  a  letter  which  lie  wrote  a  year  and  a 
Jialfago,  in  which  he  treated  of  thescheme  formed  i 
for  keeping  Oi-egon  out  of  the  Union. 

All  this  talk  about  the  dissolution  of  the  Union 
gave  him  no  concern.  He  was  peculiarly  consti-  | 
tuted  as  to  the  subject.  His  observation  of  public  ] 
nfiairs  went  l>ack  to  that  period  of  our  history  ! 
when  Aaron  Burr  engaged  in  his  enterprise  of 
disunion.  He  (Mr.  B.)  was  a  boy  of  sixteen, 
but  was  an  observer  of  events,  and  a  reader  of  the 
public  journals.  He  acknowledged  that  he  then 
read  with  mortification — and  few  things  from  the 
same  source  had  ever  failed  to  meet  with  his  cor- 
dial approbation — he  read,  he  said,  with  mortifi- 
cation, the  proclamation  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  which 
he  denounced  the  project  of  Burr  as  "  dangerous 
to  the  Union."  For,  at  that  lime,  there  was  not 
a  neighborhood  in  the  West  in  which  Burr  would 
disclose  his  project.  If  he  had  done  so,  the  women 
and  children  would  have  tied  him  down  and  sent 
him  to  the  nearest  place  of  justice,  dragged  by  a 
dog-chain.  As  long  as  he  presented  mere  designs 
of  a  dazzling  nature,  and  not  concerning  our  own 
Government,  he  was  listened  to.  But  when,  on 
the  lower  Mississippi,  he  did  disclose  his  treason- 
al'le  objects,  he  was  immediately  obliged  to  fly 
into  tiie  wilderness  and  become  an  outcast  from 
society.  There,  in  his  hiding-place — in  his  dis- 
guise— in  a  creek,  where  the  alligator  has  his 
place — he  was  accidentally  encountered,  at  night, 
by  one  who,  before  affording  him  relief,  demanded 
his  name.  Who  are  you.'  As  soon  as  he  gave 
his  name,  he  was  taken  into  custody,  and  by  a 
siring  led  into  the  Geoigia  settlements.  Burr 
having  heard  of  the  sym[)aihy  often  excited  in  the 
behalf  of  great  men  struggling  with  adversity,  ap- 
pealed to  some  persons  in  Georgia  for  his  rescue. 
He  addressed  some  boys  as  to  his  case,  and,  at 
first,  very  naturjlly  excited  their  sympathy.  But 
when  the.se  boys  heard  his  name,  they  refused  to 
afford  him  any  succor.  Such  (said  Mr.  B.)  will 
be  the  end  of  all  attempts  to  dissolve  this  Union — 
to  divide  it  by  any  line.  He  would,  he  said,  think 
that  a  man  who  might  bring  brick,  mortar,  and 
trowel  to  dam  up  the  mighty  Mississippi,  had 
commenced  a  feasibleand  wise  enterprise,  in  com- 
parison v.ith  the  project  of  that  man  who  might 
undertake  to  run  a  dividing  line  between  the  States 
of  this  Union.  All  this  talk  of  disunion  was  idle. 
It  was  like 

•  '•  A  t  Uc  told  l)y  .111  idiot, 
Fiili  cif.-iodiid  and  lury — signifyiiij  iiotliinc." 
No  influence  had  these  menaces  on  him.  A  key 
dropped  into  the  broad  Atlantic  would,  as  it  had 
been  .said,  produce  a  disturbance  that  would  be  felt 
in  the  seas  of  China.  Just  as  little  did  this  talk  of 
disunion  rufile  him.  Thus,  he  said,  would  end 
the  chapter  number  two. 

Mr.  VULEE  addressed  the  Senate  at  length  on 
tlie  subject,  remarking  that  lie  would  gladly  go 
with  the  Senator  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Bell]  and 
the  Senator  from  Texas  [Mr.  Houston]  in  post- 
poning this  issue,  if  it  could  be  done  with  a  just 
regMi-d  to  the  interests  of  the  South.  But  such  a 
l.ostponemenl  would  only  serve  as  an  inducement 
to  the  x"Vorth  to  persist  in  its  course  of  injustice  to 
the  SoMih.  What  was  the  i.stau;  firovokcd  by  this 
bill.'  Was  it  not  an  a.ssumpiion  by  the  almost 
uiianiinous  vote  of  the  North  that  they  would  not 
Iiermit  the  South  to  enter  into  any  of  ihe  Territo- 
ries of  llie  Union  .'  The  vole  of  the  Nortli  was  an 
annunciation  to  the  South  of  their  fixed  purpose  to 
deny  to  the  South  their  just  rights.  He  would  be 
lianpy  if  ihe  Senate  would  agree  to  postpone  thin 
bill,  with  the  whido  sulijcct.  The  South  have 
never  been  aide  to  obtain  their  rights  from  the 
Norlh,  except  by  comproini.se.  Missouri  was  ad- 
mitted with  Maine, and  in  like  manner  other  soulh- 
i.rn  Siutes  had   been  admitted  only  in  connection 


with  some  northern  States.  It  gave  him  pain  to 
hear  some  of  the  southern  men  propose  to  yield 
this  question.  It  was  a  contest  for  principles.  He 
still  lioped  that  some  mode  of  compromising  this 
question  would  be  resorted  to.  He  would  move, 
with  that  view,  the  leference  of  the  bill  and  amend- 
raenis  to  the  Conimiitee  on  Territories. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  doubted  whether  the  bill,  in 
its  present  condition,  could  be  referred. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  the  reference  would  bo  in 
conformity  with  parliamentary  rule.  The  com- 
mittee might  propose  to  retain  some,  and  recede 
from  other  amendments. 

Mr.  DAYTON  said  the  amendments  alone  were 
before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  YULEE  withdrew  the  motion  at  present. 

A  message  was  here  received  from  the  House, 
communicating  their  action  on  the  Senate  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  establishing  certain  post  routes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RUSK,  it  was  taken  up. 

The  message  was  read,  and  the  House  amend- 
ments concurred  in. 

Mr.  JOHNSON, of  Georgia,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Senate  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Texas, 
declaring  that  the  South  could  not  with  any  pro- 
priety rely  on  the  magnanimity  of  the  North.  He 
also  took  exception  to  the  course  of  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Bell,]  who,  as  a  southern 
man,  looked  forward  to  the  day  when  the  South 
would  be  saved  by  northern  generosity.  He  would 
not  dwell  on  tlie  incendiary  publications  which 
iiad  been  circulated,  as  blood  in  the  human  body, 
through  every  vein  and  artery.  But  this,  with 
numerous  other  acts  of  notoriety,  might  be  quoted 
to  show  the  character  of  northern  generosity.  He 
went  into  a  view  of  the  course  which  had  been 
pursued  in  reference  to  the  Oregon  question. 

The  South  had  only  asked  us  to  keep  off  legis- 
lative action  on  this  subject.  They  asked  only 
■that  the  question  should  be  submitted  to  the  Su- 
preme Court,  to  be  decided  upon  in  conformity 
with  the  Constitution.  But  the  compromise  ba.«ed 
on  this  principle  had  been  laid  on  the  table  by  the 
other  House — rejected  without  any  of  that  cour- 
tesy and  magnanimity  of  which  the  Senators  from 
Missouri  and  Texas  had  promised  to  us. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi,  rose,  and  took  the 
floor  in  continuance  of  tlie  debate;  and,  as  the 
hour  for  the  recess  had  nearly  arrived,  he  moved 
that  the  Senate  go  into  Executive  session;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  CHAIR  having  announced  that  a  resolu- 
tion offered  by  Mr.  Mangum  could  not  be  received — 

When  the  doors  were  reopened — 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  was  speaking  to  a  question 
of  order,  as  it  appeared,  in  consequence  of  the 
objection  to  the  reading  of  the  resolution  which 
was  submitted  by  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina, [Air.  Mangum.]  It  was  represented  to  him, 
that  there  was  a  conventional  understanding  on  the 
subject;  but  there  was  a  time  coming  when  the 
laws  of  courtesy  would  give  way  to  other  laws. 

Mr.  W.  appealed  against  the  decision  of  the" 
Chair,  and  asked  the  yeas  and  nays;  which  were 
ordered. 

Mr.  KING  hoped  the  Chair  would  reverse  its 
decision,  and  ))ermit  the  resolution  to  be  read,  as 
he  should  be  compelled  to  vote  for  the  appeal. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  said  he  should  vote  for  the 
appeal. 

Mr.  NILES  (in  the  chair)  stated  that  when  the 
Senate  took  a  recess,  the  Senator  from  Georgia  had 
the  floor,  and  was  entitled  to  the  floor  when  the 
Senate  resumed  its  session.  It  was  not  in  order, 
therefore,  for  any  Senator  to  introduce  other  busi- 
ness. 

The  question  was  then  put,  "  Shall  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  decision  of  the  Senate.'" 
and  was  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Ml  s.-rs.  AIIl-ii,  liiddwiii,  Heiilon,  Bradbury, 
Bre(!si;,  (laikc,  Corwiii,  Uavis  of  Masfacliiisiatr!,  Uix, 
iJodyi*,  Di)iiglas,  Felcli,  Fjt/,;,'erald,  Greime,  Hale,  Haiiiliii, 
Iloii.-loii,  Mctcalle,  Milltr,  Spruaiice,  Underwood,  Upliuiii, 
and  VValkor— A). 

NAVS— Messrs.  Atliertoii,  Badscr,  Benien,  Borland, 
Brit:lit,  Calhoun,  Cameron,  Davis  of  Mi.-:.^i8si|)|ii,  Oickiiison, 
iJowns,  t'ooti/,  Johnson  ol  Loni.-ianit,  Joliiibon  olGcoi^ia, 
Kii)^',  liCWi.-',  Mangum,  Pludps,  Uiisk,  Selia.-lian,  Turiiey, 
VVfcsliotl,  and  Yulec— 2i. 

Mr.  ATIIERTON  asked  the  consent  of  the 
Senate  to  permit  a  report  to  be  made  from  the 
Co«irimitlec  of  Conference  on  the  bill  making  appro- 
priation for  the  army,  and  amendments. 


Objections  were  made,  and  then  withdrawn,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  read;  and 

Mr.  ATHERTON  moved  that  the  Senate  con- 
cur. 

Mr.  Y^ULEE  objected  to  a  concurrence  in  that 
part  of  the  report  wliicli  relates  to  the  organization 
of  the  marine  corps.  He  considered  it  a  matter 
of  importance,  and  that  it  was  his  duty  to  explain 
the  facts  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senator  from  Florida  was  here  called  to 
order;  consent  having  been  given  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  receiving-  the  report. 

The  CHAIR  decided  that  the  report  could  not 
be  made  a  subject  of  discussion;  the  objections 
being  withdrawn  only  to  permit  the  report  to  be 
received. 

Mr.  YULEE  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
■Chair.  He  insisted  that  the  objection  to  the  recep- 
tion of  the  report  having  been  removed,  the  subject! 
of  the  report  was  properly  before  the  Senate. 

The  CHAIR  repeated  the  reasons  for  its  de- 
cision; but  in  so  lov/  a  tone  that  the  purport  could 
not  be  understood. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  insisted  that  the  subject  was 
before  the  Senate;  that  the  House  was  waiting  for 
the  action  of  the  Senate  on  the  report;  and  that  if 
it  was  laid  on  the  table,  the  appropriation  bill  may 
be  lost. 

Mr.  KING  expressed  a  hope  that  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  would  withdraw  his  objection,  ami 
permit  the  report  to  be  considered. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS  explained  that  the  objection  did 
not  originate  with  him. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  said  he  should 
object  to  taking  up  thissubject  while  another  ques- 
tion was  under  consideration.  The  report  might 
as  well  be  laid  on  the  table  as  the  Oregon  bill.  He 
knew  not  to  what  extent  the  discussion  on  the 
Oregon  bill  was  intei>ded  to  be  continued. 

Mr.  TURNEY  hoped  the  question  would  be 
taken  on  the  appeal.  He  was  opposed  to  the 
taking  up  the  subject  of  the  Oregon  bill  until  this 
report  (taken  up  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
Senate)  was  disposed  of. 

The  CHAIR  stated  the  ground  of  its  decision. 

Mr.  BADGER  thought  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
was  not  correct. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  taken  on  the  appeal,  viz:  "Whether 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  shall  stand.'"  it  was  de- 
cided as  follows — yeas  19,  yeas  29: 

YKAS — Messrs.  Baldwin,  Clarke,  Cf  rwin,  Davis  oCMas 
sachusctLs,  Dayton,^  Dix,  Dodge,  Feleli,  Kitzgerairi,  Greene, 
Hale,  Hamlin,  Haiinegan,  Meicalle,  Miller,  Sprnance,  Ua- 
derwnod,  Uphani,  ami  VValUc^r— 19. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Badgt^r,  Bell,  Berrien, 
Borland,  Bradbury,  Butler,  Calhoun,  Davis  of  Mississippi, 
Dickinson,  Downs,  Foote,  Houston,  .lohnsnn  of  Maryland, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Johnson  of  Georgia,  King,  Lewis, 
Mangum,  Mason,  Pearce,  Phelps.  Rusk,  Sebastian,  Tutney, 
Webster,  Westcott,  and  Yiilec— 99. 

So  the  decision  of  the  Chair  was  not  sustained. 

Mr.  YULEE  resumed, and  asked  for  the  reading 
of  the  section  of  the  bill  which  constituted  the 
amendment.  He  stated,  that  the  Committee  of 
Conference  was  not  in  possession  of  the  facts  when 
the  subject  was  before  it,  and  this  portion  of  the  bilf 
escaped  consideration.  An  increase  of  the  marine 
corps  had  been  authorized  last  session,  and  a  por- 
tion of  the  increase  had  been  employed  on  shore 
in  Mexico,  and  had  behaved  with  great  gallantry. 
The  increase  authorized  last  session  was  one  thou- 
sand; and  it  was  now  found  that  the  number  re- 
quired, according  to  the  present  naval  establish- 
ment, would  beabout  two  thousand  three  hundred; 
while  the  number  nowauthoi  ized  by  the  committee 
made  the  aggregate  only  fifteen  hundred.  The 
Secretary  proposed  to  reduce  the  landsmen  in  the 
proportion  of  the  increase  of  the  marines;  and  as 
the  landsinen  received  nine  dollars  a  month,  and 
the  marines  only  six  dollars,  it  warf  a  measure  of 
economy.  He  lauded  the  efficiency  with  which  the 
marines  had  performed  their  duty.  He  referred  to  a 
letterfrom  Commodore  Stewart,  who  recommended 
a  much  larger  increase;  and  all  the  officers  concurred 
in  the  expediency  of  this  increase.  An  addition  is 
also  required  to  keep  asuflicient  number — say  fifty 
or  a  hundred  should  always  be  kept  here  at  head- 
quarters— for  drill — as  they  could  only  be  effectu- 
ally drilled  while  on  shore.  He  requested  the 
reading  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
recommending  the  increase  on  the  grounds  he  had 
just  stated;  and  the  letter  was  rend. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  objecied  to  the  reception 
of  these  letters.  Everything'rclative  to  the  subject 
ought  to  be  before  the  Committee  of  Conference. 
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Mr.  BADGER  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
question  on  readinj;;  a  paper  must  be  taken  with- 
out debate. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ayes  23,  noes  15. 

A  second  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
was  then  read;  but  while  the  Secretary  was  read- 
iag- — 

IVIr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  asked  how  much 
moi'e  there  was  of  it? 

Mr.  BENTON  said  there  was  a  whole  library 
— a  perfect  history  of  the  marine  corps. 

The  further  reading  of  the  letter  was  then  dis- 
pensed with. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  had  committed  a  great 
blunder  in  permitting  these  marines  to  come  into 
the  army  bill.  He  would  take  care  that  hereafter 
tiiey  should  be  kept  in  their  proper  place.  And  he 
would  take  as  great  care  that  the  Senator  from 
Florida  should  never  again,  with  his  consent,  put 
any  item  into  an  army  bill  which  was  not  pre- 
viously authorized  by  law.  And  now  see  how  the 
Senate  was  rewarded  for  its  kindness  !  The  House 
had  acted  under  a  correct  understanding  of  the 
law.  The  Senator  from  Florida,  from  his  manner, 
was  willing  to  destroy  the  whole  bill  rather  than 
give  up  his  wish  to  keep  up  the  marine  corps  with 
all  its  establishment  of  officers.  The  Committee 
of  Conference  understood  the  subject.  He  hoped 
the  Senate  would  strike  out  the  whole  of  the  mat- 
ter. The  generosity  of  the  Senate  had  been  repaid 
by  an  attempt  to  destroy  the  bill. 

Mr.  YULEEsaid  there  was  no  intention  on  his 
part  to  destroy  the  bill.  He  understood  that  the 
House,  with  a  little  explanation,  would  agree  to 
the  bill.  He  understood  from  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  that  there  was  a  great 
probability  of  the  passage  of  the  amendment  if 
sent  back  to  it. 

Mr.  ATHERTON  said  he  had  been  misunder- 
stood. He  had  said  that  if  the  increase  had  only 
extended  to  the  men,  and  the  officers  had  not  been 
alJ  retained,  it  might  have  been  so. 

Mr.  YULEE  acquiesced  in  this  explanation. 
He  contended  that  there  was  propriety  in  attaching 
this  corps  to  the  army  bill.  It  was  the  practice 
in  England  to  join  thewi  in  the  same  bill.  He 
thought  it  would  be  well  to  send  this  bill  and 
amendment  to  a  second  committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  BADGER  said  no  one  had  any  desire  to 
destroy  the  bill.  The  same  thing  was  said  at  the 
last  session  on  the  last  night  of  tiie  session.  The 
Senate  having  introduced  this  measure  into  the 
bill,  it  could  not  be  presumed  that  it  was  not  in  its 
proper  place,  and  the  question  must  turn  on  the 
intrinsic  merits  of  the  amendment.  He  pointed 
out  the  injustice  which  would  be  done  to  many 
gallant  and  deserving  officers  by  the  rejection  of 
this  clause.  He  hoped  the  report  would  be  referred 
to  another  committee  of  conference. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Conference  was 
then  agreed  to. 

OREGON. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  a  Territorial  Government  in  Ore- 
gon. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  (Mr.  Johnson  yielding  the 
floor)  said  he  was  not  inclined  to  prolong  this  de- 
bate, and  he  was  equally  disinclined  to  introduce 
into  it  any  new  excitement  and  warmth.  As  a 
question  of  parliamentary  proceeding,  he  under- 
stood the  House  had  sent  to  the  Senate  a  bill  con- 
cerningOregon,nopart  of  which  had  been  objected 
to,  and  no  part  had  been  stricken  out.  An  amend- 
ment had  been  made,  which,  as  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  had  justly  stated,  had  nothing  to  do  with 
Oregon.  It  was  an  amendment  proper  enough  in 
itself,  but  which  had  no  bearing  at  all  on  Oregon. 
The  successive  section  says  that  the  ordinance  of 
1787  shall  be  applicable  to  Oregon.  The  amend- 
ment had  been  added  to  the  bill  by  a  majority  of 
the  Senate.  And  if  the  majority  of  the  Senate 
think  anything  can  l>€  gained  by  sending  the  bill 
to  a  second  committee  of  conference,  it  is  perfectly 
parliamentary  for  them  to  do  so.  Bat  as  he  had 
voted  against  the  amendment,  it  was  natiHral  that 
he  should  vote  for  the  easiest  mode  of  getting  rid 
of  it;  that  is,  by  receding.  The  gentleman  from 
Georgia  [Mr.  BeriIikn]  had  not  overstated  the  im- 
portance of  this  amendment.  If  wrong  had  been 
done,  it  should  be  fairly  presented  to  the  world; 
and  if  it  shall  not  meet  its  approbation,  we  have 
only  to  submit  quietly  to  the  rebuke.     He  per- 


fectly acquiesced  in  the  opinion,  that  this  was  a  fit 
sul)ject  to  be  presented  to  the  judgment  of  the  civ- 
ilized v/orld. 

The  ordinance  of  1787  refers  to  the  existence  of 
a  particular  kind  of  slave  not  known  in  Europe,  or 
in  any  civilized  countries.  Although  slavery  as 
attached  to  tise  South  exists  in  other  countries,  he 
knew  not  that  slaves  transferable  as  chattels,  to  be 
separated  from  the  glebe,  were  to  be  found  but  in 
America,  and  in  the  colonies  of  America.  He 
remembered  when  this  v/as  regarded  as  an  evil 
fixed  on  us  by  the  mother  country,  and  it  must  be 
consideied  as  an  entailment.  He  referred  to  the 
original  introduction  of  slavery  in  the  South',  and 
assumed  that  no  one,  as  far  as  he  could  gather 
from  the  acts  and  debates  in  Congress,  had  con- 
templated any  extension  of  it  to  nev/  territory.  In 
the  Convention  and  in  the  first  Congress,  it  was 
conceded  that  slavery  was  a  State  institution,  and 
that  Congress  had  no  power  over  it.  He  was  of 
this  opinion,  and  he  would  countenance  no  efforts 
to  produce  excitement  by  the  introduction  of  these 
questions. 

The  framers  of  the  Constitution  never  contem- 
plated the  acquisition  of  foreign  territory.  Since 
that  period,  new  Territories  have  been  acquired 
by  purchase  or  conquest.  Five  slave  Slates  have 
been  since  admitted,  sending  ten  Senators  to  this 
Chamber.  But  not  one  free  State  has  been  ad- 
mitted. [Several  voices;  "Iowa."]  Is  Iowa  ad- 
mitted.' Her  Senators  are  not  here.  That  would 
be  one  to  five.  This  fact  shows  that  we  have  not 
disfavored  slavery.  As  already  there  have  been 
five  States  created  out  of  these  new  Territories,  he 
did  not  deem  it  his  duty  to  go  any  further.  As  the 
Senator  from  Georgia  desires  to  leave  the  question 
to  the  decision  of  the  civilized  word,  and  as  he 
acquiesced  in  that  course,  how  would  it  then 
stand.'  The  southern  Senators  say  we  deprive 
them  of  the  right  to  go  into  these  newly-acquired 
Territories  with  their  property.  We  certainly  do 
not  prevent  them  from  going  into  these  Territories 
with  what  is  in  general  law  called  property.  But 
these  States  have  by  their  local  laws  created  a 
property  in  persons,  and  they  cannot  carry  tliese 
local  laws  with  them.  Slavery  is  created  and  ex- 
ists by  a  local  law,  which  is  limited  to  a  certain 
section;  and  it  is  asked  that  Congress  shall  estab- 
lish a  local  law  in  other  Territories,  to  enable 
southern  Senators  to  carry  their  particular  law 
with  them.  No  man  can  be  held  as  a  slave,  ex- 
cept the  local  law  shall  accompany  him.  The 
slave  is  held  to  be  free  until  evidence  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  prove  that  he  is  a  slave.  There  is  a 
belief  prevailing,  that  slave  labor  and  free  labor 
cannot  exist  together.  He  had  a.  letter  of  Mr. 
Mason,  in  which  it  is  stated  that  slave  labor  will 
expel  free  labor.  This  was  not  a  universal  rule, 
as  ther&  was  useful  free  labor  in  parts  of  Vii-ginia 
and  Tennessee. 

He  was  not  willing  to  extend  the  area  of  slavery, 
or  to  increase  the  slave  representation  in  the  other 
House,  He  thought  enough  had  been  yielded 
when  twenty  representatives  from  slave  States, 
elected  by  three-fifths,  were  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. When  the  Constitution  was  adopt- 
ed, no  one  looked  for  any  accession  of  new  States. 
Looking  to  the  new  circumstances — the  acquisition 
of  so  much  new  territory — he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  take  his  stand,  and  to  say  that  he  would  never 
vote  to  extend  the  area  of  slavery. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Georgia,  then  resumed  his 
remarks,  and  continued  until  a  late  hour. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  followed,  and 
spoke  for  near  an  hour;  when — 

Mr.  HOUSTON  rose  and  addressed  the  Senate 
at  very  considerable  length,  chiefly  in  reply  to 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Georgia,  and  others.  In  the 
course  of  his  remarks  he  paid  a  beautiful  compli- 
ment to  Mr.  Clay,  declaring  that  he  deserved  to 
have  a  statue  erected  in  the  rotundo  for  his  stand 
in  relation  to  the  Missouri  compromise. 

At  this  point  of  his  speech  there  was  an  invol- 
untary burst  of  feeling  from  the  galleries  and  lobby, 
both  of  which  were  densely  crowded,  that  could  not 
be  suppressed. 

Mr.  KING  rose  to  express  his  astonishment  at 
such  proceedings.  Long  as  he  had  been  connected 
with  Congress,  he  hud  never,  in  the  course  of  his 
political  life,  witnessed  such  a  scene.  Had  the 
United  States  Senate  become  a  theatre,  wherein  the 
speakers  were  to  be  applauded  or  hissed?  He 
trusted  he  might  never  again  witness  such  conduct. 
He  gave  notice  if  there  were  any  more  such  exhi- 


bitions, he  should  feel  compelled  to  have  the  galle- 
ries cleared. 

Mr.  DICKINSON  hoped  no  further  notice  would 
be  taken  of  it,  as  it  v/as  evidently  one  of  those  in- 
voluntary bursts  of  feeling  which,  however  much 
they  were  to  be  condemned,  could  not  at  all 
times  be  suppressed.  He  was  convinced  there 
would  be  no  more  of  it,  and  hoped  the  Senator 
from  Texas  would  proceed. 

Mr.  MASON  said,  if  there  were  any  repetitions 
of  that  character,  if  no  other  Senator  moved  to 
clear  the  galleries,  he  would  do  so  himself.  Mr. 
M.  manifested  some  warmth. 

Mr.  PHELPS  rose,  and,  turning  towards  Mr. 
King,  remarked,  the  Senator  from  Alabama  sa5's 
that  he  never  witnessed  such  a  scene  in  this  Capi- 
tol before;  if  that  Senator  has  not,  I  have:  and 
was  about  to  proceed,  when  the  Chair  requested 
the  Senator  from  Texas  to  proceed. 

Mr.  HOUSTON  then  concluded  his  remarks. 

Mr.  TURNEY  moved  that  the  Senate  adjourn, 
and  desired  to  have  the  hour  entered  on  the  Jour- 
nal.    [It  was  then  past  midnight.] 

On  this  question  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
manded, and  the  result  was  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Atchison,  Berrien,  Borland,  Butler,  Cal- 
houn, Davis  of  Mississippi,  Downs,  Hanntsaii,  Johnson  of 
Maryland,  King,  Lewis,  Mansuni,  Mason,  Husk,  Sebastian, 
Turney,  VVeslcott,  and  Yulee— 18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell, 
Benron,  Bradbury,  Breese,  Bright,  Clarke,  Corwiri,  Davis 
of  Massachusetts,  Dayton,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Dodge,  Douglas, 
Felch,  Fitzgerald,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Houston,  Joliiisoii 
or  Louisiana,  Metcalfe,  Miller,  Niles,  Phelps,  Spruance, 
Underwood,  Uphain,  and  Walker — 32. 

Mr.  BUTLER  desired  to  make  a  motion,  and 
moved  that  the  Senate  galleries  be  cleared  in  order 
to  go  into  Executive  session. 

There  was  some  time  spent  in  discussing  points 
of  order,  in  which  Messrs.  BERRIEN,  BEN- 
TON, BREESE,  HALE,  DAVIS  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  others  participated. 

Mr.  BELL  spoke  at  some  length  as  to  what 
might  appear  the  object  of  such  a  motion  at  that 
particular  juncture. 

{The  scene  was  more  than  usually  exciting  at 
one  time.] 

The  CHAIR  ruled  the  motion  of  Mr.  Butler 
out  of  order,  from  which  an  appeal  was  taken;  and 
the  result  was,  that  the  Chair  was  sustained,  as 
follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Badger,  Bald- 
win. Bell,  Benton,  Borland,  Bradhury,  Breese,  Briglu,Clarke, 
Corwin,  Davis  of  Massachusetts,  Davis  of  Mississippi,  Day- 
ton, Dickinson,  Dix,  Dodge,  Douglas,  Eelch,  Fitzgerald, 
Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Maryland, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Johnson  of  Georaia,  Metcalfe,  Miller, 
Niles,  Rusk,  Spruance,  Uphain,  and  Walker.— 3S. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Calhoun,  Downs,  Foote,  Hannegan, 
Kina.  Lewis,  Manguni,  IMason,  Turney,  Westcott,  and 
Yulei^- 11. 

Mr.  BADGER  then  addressed  the  Senate  in 
favor  of  a  committee  of  conference  being  appointed. 

Mr.  METCALFE  spoke  at  great  length,  insist- 
ino-  that  a  committee  of  conference  between  the 
two  Houses  might  be  able  to  accommodate  the 
matter  satisfactorily. 

Mr.  FOOTE  spoke  for  near  half  an  hour,  en- 
deavoring to  get  Mr.  BENTON  to  withdraw  his 
motion  to  recede. 

Mr.  BENTON  playfully  observed  that  he  always 
had  an  objection  to  retreating.  One  of  his  earliest 
recollections  was  the  old  Roman  maxim,  noii 
relrahil  pedem;  and,  if  the  object  of  the  gentleman's 
speech  was  to  induce  him  to  draw  back  his  foot, 
he  might  have  saved  himself  the  trouble. 

Mr.  FOOTE  again  rose  to  speak. 

Mr.  WALKER  made  a  point  of  order.  The 
rule  said  that  no  Senator  could  speak  more  than 
twice  on  any  one  subject;  whereas  the  gentleman 
from  Mississippi  had  spoken  some  half  dozen 
times  at  least. 

[Several  voices:  "Oh,  let  the  gentleman  proceed; 
we  will  listen  to  him  with  the  greatest  pleasure."] 

Mr.  FOOTE  then  went  on  very  coolly,  decla- 
ring his  ability  to  speak  two  entire  days  aiid  nights 
wiiliout  any  very  great  inconvenience  to  himself. 

The  debate  was  continued  until  after  nine  o'clock, 
a.  m.,  Sunday,  and  was  closed  in  a  speech  by  Mr. 
FOOTE. 

The  question  being  put  upon  the  motion  of  Mr. 
BEiNTON,  to  recede  from  all  the  amendments,  a 
division  of  the  question  was  called  for,  and  it  waa 
ordered  that  the  question  be  taken  separately  on 
each  amendment. 

Upon  the  question  to  recede  from  the  first  amend- 
ment, giving  the  veto  power  to  the  Governor,  the 
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yeas  anil  nays  were  ordered,  and  it  was  determined 
as  follows:  } 

YEIA^ Messrs.  Allen,  Atherton,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Benton,  | 

Brnillniry,  Bree.-e,  Briel'l,  Crtrr>eron,  Cliiike.  ("orwtn,  Davis  i 
of  Massachiiselts,  n.iyioii,  Dickinson,  Dix.  Dodge,  DnnJas, 
Felcl),  Filzserald,  Greene.  Hale.  HaiMlin,  Houston,  Johnson  I 
of   Mrirylaiul,   Miller,   Niles,    Phelps,  Spruance,   Uphain,  I 
Walker',  and  Webster— ai. 

NAYS — .Messrs.  Aichison,  Badger,  Berrien.  Borland,  Cnt- 
Jer,  CaHionn,  Davis  oi'  Mississippi,  Downs,  Foote,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  I.ouisiTina,  Johnson  of  Georjra,  Lewis,  Mansiim, 
.Mason,  Metcall'e,  Pearce,  Knsft.  Sebastian,  Tiirney,  Under- 
wood, Wesicoit,  and  Yulee — 23. 

Upon  the  question  to  recede  from  the  second 
amendment,  ielatin<r  to  the  same  -siiliject,  it  was 
determined  in  the  affiimalive  witliout  a  division. 

Upon  {lie  question  to  recede  from  tlie  third 
amendment,  being  the  section  e.xtendinn;  the  line 
of  the  J\Jissuxiri  compromise  to  the  Pacific  Ocean, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alli'n,  Baldwin,  Benton,  Bradbury, 
Brcese,  Brinht,  Cameron,  Clarke,  C'orwtn,  Davis  of  Massa- 
rhusetts,  Dayton,  Dickinson,  Dix,  Dodae,  Douglas,  l^'elcli, 
Fitzgerald,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin,  Hannegan,  Houston, 
WiJIer,  Niles,  Phcl()s,  Spruance,  Uphani,  Walker,  and  Web- 
ster—o9. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atchison,  Badger,  Bell,  Berrien,  Borland, 
Butler,  Calhoun,  Davis  of  INIississippi,  Downs,  Foote,  Hun- 
ter, Johnson  of  Mar>  land,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Johnson 
ofGeorgia,  Lewis,  iVIangnin,  Mason,  IMetcnlfe,  rearce,Rnsk, 
Sebastian,  Turney,  Underwood,  Weslcott,  and  Yulee — 25. 

[Mr.  Atherto.v  was  present  but  did  not  vote, 
having,  as  it  i.s  understood,  paired  off  with  Mr. 
Ki.VG,  who  had  been  compelled  to  leave  from  ex- 
haustion. Messrs.  Cl.\yton  and  Sturgeon  were 
also  absent,  the  former  being  still  detained  at  home 
by  the  indisposition  of  a  member  of  bis  family.] 

The  remaining  amendments  were  separately  re- 
ceded frotii  without  a  division,  and  the  bill  stands 
pas.*ied  in  the  precise  form  in  which  it  caine  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  is  as  follows: 

AN  ACT  to  establish  the  Territorial  Government 
of  Oregon. 
Bt  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  United  Stales  of  ^/Imerica  in  Congress 
assembled,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
aC,  all  that  part  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
which  lies  west  of  the  summit  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains, north  of  the  forty-second  degree  of  north  lat- 
itude, known  as  the  Territory  of  Oiegon,  shall  be 
organized  into  and  constitute  a  temporary  govern- 
ment by  the  name  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon;  Pro- 
vided, That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be 
con.strued  to  impair  the  rights  of  person  or  prop- 
erty now  pertaining  to  the  Indians  in  .said  Terri- 
tory, so  long  as  such  rights  shall  remain  unextin- 
guished by  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
such  Indians,  or  to  affect  the  authority  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  to  make  any  regula- 
tion respecting  such  Indians,  their  lands,  property, 
or  other  rights,  by  treaty,  law,  or  otiierwise,  which 
it  would  have  been  competent  to  the  Government 
to  make  if  this  act  had  never  passed.  Jlnd  pro-  j 
vided  also.  That  the  title  to  the  land,  not  exceeditig  ^ 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  now  occupied  as  mis- 
8ionary  stations  aiYion?  the  Indian  trilies  in  said  i 
Territory,  together  with  the  improvements  thereon, 
be  confirmed  and  established  in  theseveral  religious 
societies  to  which  said  missionary  stations  respect- 
ively ijelong:  And  provided  further,  That  nothing 
in  this  act  contained,  shall  l)e  construed  to  inliil)it 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  from  dividing 
said  Territory  into  two  or  more  Territories,  in  such 
manner  and  at  such  times  as  Congress  shall  deem 
convenient  and  proper,  or  from  attaching  any  por- 
tion of  said  Territory  to  any  other  State  or  Terri- 
tory of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  JJnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  exec- 
utive power  and  authority  in  and  over  said  Terri- 
tory of  Oregon  shall  be  vested  in  a  Governor,  who 
shall  hold  his  office  for  four  years,  and  until  his 
successor  ihall  be  appointed  and  qualified,  unless 
sooner  removed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates.  The  Governor  shall  reside  within  said 
Territory,  shall  be  commander-in-chief  of  the  mili- 
tia thereof,  .shall  perform  the  duties  and  receive  the 
emolumcnta  of  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs; 
he  may  grant  pardons  and  respites  for  od'enfies 
against  the  laws  of  .said  Territory,  and  reprieves  for 
ofTenccs  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States  until 
the  decision  of  the  President  can  be  made  known 
thereon;  he  shall  commission  all  officers  who  shall 
be  appointed  to  office  under  the  laws  of  the  said 
Territory,  wlicre,  by  law,  such  commissions  shall 
be  required,  atid  .shall  lake  care  that  the  laws  be 
faithfully  executed. 


Sec.  3.  .^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  Thnl  \here  sha]] 
be  a  Secretary  of  srfid  Territory,  who  shall  reside 
therein,  and  hold  his  office  for  five  years,  unless 
sooner  removed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States;  he  shall  record  and  preserve  all  the  laws 
and  proceedings  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  here- 
inafter constituted,  and  all  the  acts  and  proceedings 
of  the  Governor  in  his  executive  department;  he 
shall  tnmsrait  one  copy  of  the  laws  and  journals 
of  the  Legislative  Assembly  within  thirty  days 
after  the  end  of  each  session,  and  one  copy  of  the 
executive  proceedings,  and  official  correspondence, 
semi-annually,  on  tlie  first  days  of  January  and 
.Tuly,  in  each  year,  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  two  copies  of  the  laws  to  the  President 
of  the  Senate  and  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  the  use  of  Congress.  And  in 
case  of  the  death,  removal,  resignation,  or  absence 
of  the  Governor  from  the  Territory,  the  Secretary 
shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  required 
to  execute  and  perform  all  the  powers  and  duties 
of  the  Governor  during  such  vacancy  or  absence, 
or  until  another  Governor  shall  be  duly  appointed 
and  qualifi(>d  to  fill  such  vacancy. 

Sec.  4.  JInd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  le- 
gislative power  and   authority  of  said   Territory 
shall  be  vested  in  a  Legislative  Assembly.     The 
Legislative  Assembly  shall  consist  of  a  Council 
and  House  of  Representatives.   The  Council  shall 
consist  of  nine  members,  having  the  qualifications 
of  voters  as  hereinafter  prescribed,  whose  term  of 
service  shall  continue  three  years.     Immediately 
after  they  shall  be  assembled  in  consequence  of  the 
first  elect  iim,  they  shall  be  divided  as  equally  as  may 
be  into  three  classes.     The  seats  of  the  members 
of  Council  of  the  fii-.st  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the 
expiration  of  the  first  year;  of  the  second  class  at 
the  expiration  of  the  second  year;  and  of  the  third 
class  at  the  expiration  of  the  third  year;  so  that 
one-third  may  be  chosen  every  year;  and  if  vacan- 
cies happen  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  the  same 
shall  be  filled  at  the  next  ensuing  election.     The 
House  of  Representatives  shall,  at  its  first  session, 
consist  of  eighteen  memljers,  possessing  the  same 
qualifications  as  prescribed    for  memoers  of  the 
Council,  and  whose  term  of  service  shall  continue 
one  yeat.    The  number  of  representatives  may  be 
increased  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  from  time 
to  time,  in   proportion  to  the  increase  of  qualified 
voters:    Provided,  That  the   whole   number  shall 
never  exceed  thirty.     An  apportionment  shall  be 
made  as  nearly  equal  as  practicable,  among  the 
several  counties  or  districts,  for  the  election  of  the 
Council  and  RepfL'sentatives,  giving  to  each  section 
of  the  Territory  representation  in  the  ratio  of  its 
qualified  voters,  as   nearly  as  may  be.     And   the 
members  of  the  Council  and  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives shall  reside  in  and  be  inhabitants  of 
the  district,  or  county,  or  counties,  for  which  they 
may  be  elected  respectively.    Previous  to  the  first 
election,  the  Governor  shall  cause  a  census  or  enu- 
meration of   the  inhabitants  anil  qualified   voters 
of  the  several  counties  and  districts  of  the  Terri- 
tory  to  be  taken   by  such   persons,  and  in   such 
mode,  as  the  Governor  shall  designate  and  appoint; 
and  the  persons  so  appointed  shall  receive  a  rea- 
sonable compensation  therefor;  and  the  first  election 
shall  be  held  at  such  time  and  places,  and  be  con- 
ducted in  such  manner,  both  as  to  the  persons  who 
shall  superintend   such  election,  and   the  returns 
thereof,  as  the  Governor  shall  appoint  and  direct; 
and  he  shall  at  the  same  time  declare  the  number  of 
members  of  the  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  which  each  of  the  counties  or  districts  shall 
be  entitled  under  this  act;  and  the  Governor  shall, 
by  his  ])roclamation,  give  at  least  sixty  days  pre- 
vious notice  of  such  apportionment,  and   of  the 
time,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  such  election. 
Tiie  persons  having  the  highest  number  of  legal 
votes  in  each  of  said  council  districts  for  members 
of  the  Council  shall  be  declared  by  the  Governor 
to  be  duly  elected  to  the  Council;  and  the  persons 
having  the  highest  number  of  legal  votes  for  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  be  declared  by  the 
Governor   to    be   duly  elected    members   of  said 
House:  Provided,  That  in  case  two  or  more  per- 
;  sons   voted    for  shall    have  an   equal   nutnber   of 
votes,  and  in  case  a  vacancy  shall  otherwise  occur 
in  either  branch  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  the 
Governor  shall  order  a  new  election,  and  the  per- 
sons thus  elected  to  the  Legislative  Assembly  shall 
I  meet  at  such  ])lace,  and  on  such  diiy,  within  ninety 
days   after  such  elections  as  the  Governor  shall 
I  appoint;  but  thereafter,  the  time,  place,  and  man- 


ner of  holding  and  corvducting  all  elections  by  the 
people,  and  the  apportioning  the  representation  in- 
the  several  counties  or  districts  tfl  the  Council  and 
House  of  Representatives,  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  qualified  voters,  shall  be  prescribed  by  law, 
as  well  as  the  day  of  the  commencement  of  the 
regular  sessions  of  the  Lcgi.slative  Assembly:  Pro- 
vided, That  no  session  in  any  one  year  shall  ex- 
ceed the  term  of  sixty  days,  except  the  first  session, 
which  shall  not  be  prolonged  beyond  o»e  hundred 
days. 

Sec.  5.  ^nrf  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
white  male  inhabitant  above  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  who  shall  have  been  a  resident  of  said  Ter- 
ritory at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  and 
shall  posse.'S  the  qualifications  hereinafter  pre- 
scribetJ,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  the  first  election, 
and  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office  within  the  said 
Territory;  but  the  qualifications  of  voters,  and  of 
holding  office  at  all  subsequent  elections,  shall  be 
such  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly: Provided,  That  the  right  of  suft'rnge  and 
of  holding  office  shall  be  exercised  only  by  citizens 
of  the  United  States  above  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  those  above  that  age  who  shall  have 
declared  on  oath  their  intention  to  become  such, 
and  shall  have  taken  an  oath  to  support  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  Stales,  and  the  provisions 
of  this  act:  And  provided  further.  That  no  officer^ 
soldier,  seaman,  or  marine,  or  other  person  in  the 
army  or  navy  of  the  United  States,  or  attached  to 
troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  Slates,  shall  be 
allowed  to  vote  in  said  Territory,  by  reason  of 
being  on  service  therein,  unless  said  Territory  is 
and  has  been  for  the  period  of  six  months,  his  per- 
manent domicil:  Provided  further,  That  no  person 
belonging  to  the  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States 
shall  ever  be  elected  to,  or  hold  any  civil  office  or 
appointment  in  said  Territory. 

Sec  6.  ,lnd  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  legis- 
lative power  of  the  Territory  shall  extend  to  ali 
rightful  subjects  of  legislation,  not  inconsistent 
with  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States;  but  no  law  shall  be  passed  interfering  with 
the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil;  no  tax  shall  be 
j  imposed  upon  the  property  of  the  United  States;  nor 
shall  the  lands  or  other  property  of  non-residents 
be  taxed  higher  than  the  lands  or  other  property 
of  residents.  All  the  laws  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States,  and  if  disapproved,  shall  be 
null  and  of  no  effect;  Provided,  That  nothing  in 
this  act  shall  be  construed  to  give  power  to  incor- 
porate a  bank,  or  any  institution  with  banking- 
powers,  or  to  borrow  money  in  the  name  of  the 
Territory,  or  to  pledge  the  faith  of  the  people  of 
the  same  for  any  loan  whatever,  either  directly  or 
indirectly.  No  charter  granting  any  privilege  of 
making,  issuing,  or  putting  into  circulation  any 
notes  or  bills  in  the  likeness  of  bank-notes,  or  any 
bonds,  scrip,  drafts,  bills  of  exchange,  or  obliga- 
tions, or  granting  any  other  banking  powers  or 
privileges,  shall  be  passed  by  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly; nor  shall  the  establishrnent  of  any  branch 
or  agency  of  any  such  corporation,  derived  from 
other  authority,  be  allowed  in  said  Territory;  nor 
shall  said  Legislative  Assembly  authorize  the  issue 
of  any  obligation,  scrip,  or  evidence  of  debt  by 
said  Territory,  in  any  mode  or  manner  whatever, 
except  certificates  for  services  to  said  Territory; 
and  all  such  laws,  or  any  law  or  laws,  inconsi.'!tent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be  utterly 
null  and  void;  and  all  taxes  shall  be  equal  and  uni- 
form, and  no  distinction  shall  be  made  in  the 
assessments  between  different  kinds  of  property, 
but  the  assessments  shall  be  according  to  the  value 
thereof.  To  avoid  improper  influences  which  may 
result  frotn  intermixing  in  one  and  the  same  act 
such  things  as  have  no  proper  relation  to  each 
other,  every  law  shall  embrace  but  one  object,  and 
that  shall  be  expressed  in  the  title. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  farther  enacted,  That  all  town- 
ship, district,  and  county  officers,  not  herein  other- 
wise provided  for,  shall  be  appointed  or  elected  in 
such   manner  as  shall  be  provided  by  the  Legis- 
!  lative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 
!       Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  mem- 
I  ber  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  shall  hold,  or  be 
j  appointed    to   any   office    which    shall  have  been 
created,  or  the   salary   or  emoluments  of  which 
I  shall  have  been  incieased,  while  he  was  a  member, 
I  during  the  term  for  which  be  wa.o  elected,  and  for 
1  one  year  after  the  expiration  of  such  term;  but 
I  this  restriction  shall  not  be  applicable  to  members 
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of  the  first  Legislative  Assembly,  and  no  person 
holding  a  commission  or  appointment  under  the 
United  States,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly,  or  shall  hold  any  office  under  the 
Government  of  said  Territgry. 

Sec.  9.  Jlnd  be  il  further  enacted.  That  the  ju- 
dicial povirer  of  said  Territory  shall  be  vested  in  a 
supreme  court,  district  courts,  probate  courts,  and 
in  justices  of  the  peace.  The  supreme  court  shall 
consist  of  a  chief  justice  and  two  associate  justices, 
any  two  of  whom  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  and 
who  shall  hold  a  term  at  the  seat  of  government 
of  said  Territory  annually,  and  they  shall  hold 
their  offices  during  the  period  of  four  years,  and 
until  their  successors  shall  be  appointed  and  qual- 
ified. The  said  Territory  shall  be  divided  into 
three  judicial  districts,  and  a  district  court  shall 
be  held  in  each  of  said  districts,  by  one  of  the 
justices  of  the  supreme  court,  at  such  times  and 
places  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law;  and  the  said 
judges  shall,  after  their  appointments,  respectively, 
reside  in  the  districts  which  shall  be  assigned 
them.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  several  courts 
herein  provided  for,  both  appellate  and  original, 
and  that  of  the  probate  courts,  and  of  justices  of 
the  peace,  shall  be  as  limited  by  law:  Provided, 
That  justices  of  the  peace  shall  not  have  jurisdic- 
tion of  any  case  in  which  the  title  to  land  shall  in 
any  wise  come  in  question,  or  where  the  debt  or 
damages  claimed  shall  exceed  one  hundred  dollars; 
and  the  said  supreme  and  district  courts,  respect- 
ively, shall  possess  chancery,  as  well  as  common 
law,  jurisdiction.  Each  district  court,  or  the  judge 
thereof,  shall  appoint  its  clerk,  who  shall  also  be 
the  register  in  chancery,  and  shall  keep  his  office 
at  the  place  where  the  court  may  be  held.  Writs 
of  error,  bills  of  exception,  and  appeals,  shall  be 
allowed  in  all  cases  from  the  final  decisions  of  said 
district  courts  to  the  supreme  court,  under  such 
regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law;  but  in 
no  case  removed  to  the  supreme  court  shall  trial 
by  jury  be  allowed  in  said  court.  The  supreme 
court,  or  the  justices  thereof,  shall  appoint  its 
own  clerk,  and  every  clerk  shall  hold  his  office  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  court  for  which  he  shall  have 
been  appointed.  Writs  of  error,  and  appeals  from 
the  final  decisions  of  said  supreme  court  shall  be 
allowed,  and  may  be  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  same  manner  and 
under  the  same  regulations  as  from  the  circuit 
courts  of  the  United  States,  where  the  value  of 
the  property  or  the  amount  in  controversy,  to  be 
ascertained  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  either 
party,  or  other  competent  witness,  shall  exceed 
two  thousand  dollars;  and  in  all  cases  where  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  act  of  Con- 
gress, or  a  treaty  of  the  United  States  is  brought 
in  question,  each  of  the  said  district  courts  shall 
have  and  exercise  the  same  jurisdiction  in  all 
cases  arising  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States  and  the  laws  of  said  Territory, 
as  is  vested  in  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the 
United  States.  Writs  of  error  and  appeal  in  all 
^such  cases  shall  be  made  to  the  supreme  court  of 
said  Territory,  the  same  as  in  other  cases.  Writs 
of  error  and  appeals  from  the  final  decisions  of 
said  supreme  court  shall  be  allowed,  and  may  be 
taken  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  tJnited  States, 
in  the  same  manner  as  from  the  circuit  courts  of 
the  United  States,  where  the  value  of  the  property 
or  the  amount  in  controversy  shall  exceed  two 
thousand  dollars;  and  each  of  said  district  courts 
shall  have  and  exercise  the  same  jurisdiction  in  all 
cases  arising  under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
the  United  States,  as  is  vested  in  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  of  the  United  States,  and  also  of  all 
cases  arising  under  the  laws  of  the  said  Territory 
and  otherwise.  The  said  clerk  shall  receive,  in  all 
such  cases,  the  same  fees  which  the  clerks  of  the  dis- 
trict courts  of  the  late  Wisconsin  Territory  received 
for  similar  services. 

Sec.  10.  ^nd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  there 
shall  be  appointed  an  Attorney  for  said  Territory, 
who  shall  continue  in  office  for  four  years,  and 
until  his  successor  shall  be  appointed  and  qualified, 
unless  sooner  removed  by  the  President,  and  who 
shall  receive  the  same  fees  and  salary  as  were  pro- 
vided by  law  for  the  Attorney  of  the  United  States 
for  the  late  Territory  of  Wisconsin.  There  shall 
also  be  a  Marshal  for  the  Territory  appointed, 
who  shall  hold  his  office  for  four  years,  and  until 
his  successor  shall  be  appointed  and  qualified, 
unless  sooner  removed  by  the  President,  and  who 
shall  execute  all  processes  issuing  from  the  said 


courts,  when  exercising  their  jurisdiction  as  circuit 
and  district  courts  of  the  United  States:  he  shall 
perform  the  duties,  be  subject  to  the  same  regula- 
tion and  penalties,  and  be  entitled  to  the  same 
fees,  as  were  provided  by  law  for  the  Marshal  of 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  pres- 
ent Territory  of  Wisconsin;  and  shall,  in  addition, 
be  paid  two  hundred  dollars  annually,  as  a  com- 
pensation for  extra  services. 

Sec.  IL  Andbeit  further  enacted,  That  the  Gov- 
ernor, Secretary,  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Jus- 
tices, Attorney,  and  Marshal,  shall  be  nominated, 
and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  Governor  and  Secretary,  to  be  ap- 
pointed as  aforesaid,  shall,  before  they  act  as  such, 
respectively,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  before 
the  district  judge,  or  some  justice  of  the  peace  in 
the  limits  of  said  Territory,  duly  authorized  to 
administer  oaths  and  affirmations  by  the  laws  now 
in  force  therein,  or  before  the  Chief  Justice  or  some 
Associate  Justice  of  the  SupremeCourt  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
their  respective  offices;  which  said  oaths,  when  so 
taken,  shall  be  certified  by  the  person  by  whom 
the  same  shall  have  been  taken,  and  such  certifi- 
cates shall  be  received  and  recorded  by  the  said 
Secretary  among  the  executive  proceedings;  and 
the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices,  and  all 
other  civil  officers  in  said  Territory,  before  they 
act  as  such,  shall  take  a  like  oath  or  affirmation, 
before  the  said  Governor  or  Secretary,  or  some 
judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  of  the  Territory,  who 
may  be  duly  commissioned  and  qualified,  which 
said  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be  certified  and  trans- 
mitted, by  the  person  taking  the  same,  to  the  Sec- 
retary, to  be  by  him  recorded  as  aforesaid;  and, 
afterwards,  the  like  oath  or  affirmation  shall  be 
taken,  certified,  and  recorded,  in  such  manner  and 
form  as  may  be  prescribed  by  law.  The  Governor 
shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars  as  Governor,  and  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
as  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs.  The  Chief 
Justice  and  Associate  Justices  shall  each  receive 
an  annual  salary  of  two  thousand  dollars.  The 
Secretary  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars.  The  said  salaries  shall  be  paid 
quarter-yearly,  fi;om  the  dates  of  the  respective 
appointments,  at  the  treasury  of  the  United  States; 
but  no  such  payment  shall  be  made  until  said  offi- 
cers shall  have  entered  upon  the  duties  of  their 
respective  appointments.  The  members  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
three  dollars  each  per  day,  during  their  attendance 
at  the  sessions  thereof,  and  three  dollars  each  for 
every  twenty  miles  travel  in  going  to  and  returning 
from  the  said  sessions,  estimated  according  to  the 
nearest  usually  travelled  roijte.  And  a  Chief 
Clerk,  one  Assistant  Clerk,  a  Sergeant-at-Arms, 
and  Doorkeeper,  may  be  chosen  for  each  House; 
and  the  Chief  Clerk  shall  receive  five  dollars  per 
day,  and  the  said  other  officers  three  dollars  per 
day,  during  the  session  of  the  Legislative  Assem- 
bly; but  no  other  officers  shall  be  paid  by  the  Uni- 
ted States:  Provided,  That  there  shall  be  but  one 
session  of  th» Legislature  annually,  unless,  on  an 
extraordinary  occasion,  the  Governor  shall  think 
proper  to  call  the  Legislature  together.  There 
shall  be  appropriated,  annually,  the  sum  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  to  be  expended  by  the  Governor, 
to  defray  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  Territory, 
including  the'  salary  of  a  clerk  of  the  executive 
department;  and  there  shall  also  be  appropriated, 
annually,  a  sufficient  sum,  to  be  expended  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Territory,  and  upon  an  estimate 
to  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the 
Legislative  Assembly,  the  printing  of  the  laws, 
and  other  incidental  expenses.  And  the  Governor 
and  Secretary  of  the  Territory  shall,  in  the  dis- 
bursement of  all  moneys  intrusted  to  them,  be 
governed  solely  by  the  instructions  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and 
shall  semi-annually  account  to  the  said  Secretary 
for  the  manner  in  which  the  aforesaid  [sum] 
moneys  shall  have  been  expended;  and  no  ex- 
penditure, to  be  paid  out  of  money  appropriated 
by  Congress,  shall  be  made  by  said  Legislative 
Assembly  for  objects  not  specially  authorized  by 
the  acts  of  Congress  making  the  appropriation, 
nor  beyond  the  sums  thus  appropriated  ibi' such 
objects. 

Sec.  12.  Andbe  il  further  enacted,  That  the  rivers 


and  streams  of  water  in  said  Territory  of  Oregon, 
in  which  salmon  are  found,  or  to  which  they  re- 
sort, shall  not  be  obstructed  by  dams  or  otherwise, 
unless  such  dams  or  obstructions  are  so  constructed 
as  to  allow  salmon  to  pass  freely  up  and  down 
such  rivers  and  streams. 

Sec.  13.  Jlnd  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  the 
sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  be,  and  is  hereby, 
appropriated  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  in  payment  for 
the  services  and  expenses  of  such  ]iersons  as  have 
been  engaged  by  flie  provisional  government  of 
Oregon,  in  conveying  communications  to  and  from 
the  United  States,  and  for  purchase  of  presents 
for  such  of  the  Indian  tribes  as  the  peace  and  quiet 
of  the  country  requires. 

Sec.  14.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  in- 
habitants of  said  Territory  shall  be  entitled  to 
enjoy  all  and  singular  the  rights,  privileges,  and 
advantages  granted  and  secured  to  the  jleople  of 
the  Territory  of  the  United  States  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  by  the  articles  of  compact  contained  in 
the  ordinance  for  the  government  of  said  territory, 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  July,  seventeen  hundred 
and  eighty -seven;  and  shall  be  subject  to  all  the 
conditions,  and  restrictions,  and  prohibitions  in 
said  articles  of  compact  imposed  upon  the  people  of 
said  Territory;  and  the  existing  laws  now  in  force 
in  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  under  the  authority  of 
the  provisional  government  established  by  the 
people  thereof,  shall  continue  to  be  valid  and  oper- 
ative therein,  so  far  as  the  same  be  not  incompati- 
ble with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and 
the  principles  and  provisions  of  this  act;  subject, 
nevertheless,  to  be  altered,  modified,  or  repealed 
by  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  said  Territory 
of  Oregon;  but  all  laws  heretofore  passed  in  said 
Territory  making  grants  of  land  or  otherwise 
affecting  or  encumbering  the  title  to  lands,  shall 
be,  and  are  hereby,  declared  null  and  void,  and  the 
laws  of  the  United  States  are  hereby  extended 
over,  and  declared  to  be  in  force  in,  said  Territory, 
so  far  as  the  same,  or  any  provision  thereof,  may 
be  applicable. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon 
shall  hold  its  first  session  at  such  time  and  place 
in  said  Territory  as  the  Governor  thereof  shall 
appoint  and  direct;  and  at  said  first  session,  or  as 
soon  thereafter  as  they  shall  deem  expedient,  the 
Legislative  Assembly  shall  proceed  to  locate  and 
establish  the  seat  of  government  for  said  Territory 
at  such  place  as  they  may  deem  eligible;  which 
place,  however,  shall  thereafter  be  subject  to  be 
changed  by  said  Legislative  Assembly.  And  the 
sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  out  of  any  money  in 
the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  is  hereby 
appropriated  and  granted  to  said  Territory  of  Ore- 
gon, to  be  there  applied,  by  the  Governor,  to  the 
erection  of  suitable  buildings  at  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment. 

Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  a  Dele- 
gate to  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  to  serve  for  the  term  of  two  years,  who 
shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  may  be 
elected  by  the  voters  qualified  to  elect  members  of 
the  Legislative  Assembly,  who  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  have  been  here- 
tofore exercised  and  enjoyed  by  the  Delegates  from 
the  several  other  Territories  of  the  United  States 
to  the  said  House  of  Representatives;  but  the  Del- 
egate first  elected  shall  hold  his  seat  only  during  the 
term  of  the  Congress  to  which  he  shall  be  elected. 
The  first  election  shall  be  held  at  such  time  and 
places,  and  be  conducted  in  such  manner,  as  the 
Governor  shall  appoint  and  direct,  of  which,  and 
the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  holding  such  elec- 
tions, he  shall  give  at  least  sixty  days'  notice  by 
proclamation;  and  at  all  subsequent  elections,  the 
times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding  the  elections 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law.  The  person  having 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  by 
the  (Grovernor  to  be  duly  elected,  and  a  certificate 
thereof  shall  be  given  accordingly.  The  Delegate 
from  said  Territory  shall  not  be  entitled  to  receive 
more  than  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  at  any  one 
session  of  Congress,  as  a  compensation  for  his 
mileage  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  seat  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  Stales,  any  act  of 
Congress  to  the  contrary  notwitlistanding. 

Sec  17.  And  be  il  farther  tnacled,  That  all  suits, 
process,  a'rtd  proceedings,  civil  and  crirainal,  at 
law  and  in  chancery,  aiid  all  indictments  and  in- 
formations, which  shall  be  pending  and  undetei- 
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minetl  in  the  courts  established  by  authority  of  the 
provisional  ^overiiineiu  of  Oregon,  within  the  hm- 
its  of  said  Territory,  when  liiis  act  shall  take 
etTect,  shall  be  transferred  to  be  heard,  tried,  pros- 
ecuted, and  determineil  in  the  district  courts  hereby 
established,  which  may  include  the  counties  or 
districts  where  any  such  proceedings  may  be  pend- 
ing;. All  bonds,  recognizances,  and  obligations  of 
every  kind  whatsoever,  valid  under  the  existing 
laws  witliin  the  limits  of  said  Territory,  shall  be 
valid  under  this  act;  and  all  crimes  and  misde- 
meanors against  the  lavv^s  in  force  within  said  limits 
may  be  prosecuted,  tried,  and  punished  in  the 
courts  established  by  this  act;  and  all  penalties, 
forfeitures,  actions,  and  causes  of  action,  may  be 
recovered  under  this  act,  in  like  manner  as  they 
■would  have  been  under  the  laws  in  force  within 
the  limits  composing  said  Territory  at  the  time 
this  act  sliall  go  into  operation:  Pronded,  That  the 
laws,  penalties,  and  forfeitures,  and  punishments 
by  this  section  required  to  be  enforced  by  the 
courts  provided  for  by  this  act,  shall  not  be  incon- 
sistent will)  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States: 
.'Ind  provided  furllier,  That  no  right  of  action  what- 
ever shall  accrue  against  any  person  for  any  act 
done  in  jairsuance  of  any  law  heretofore  passed  by 
the  temporary  government,  and  which  may  be  de- 
clared contrary  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  18.  ^ind  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  constables,  sheriiTs,  and  all  other 
judicial  and  ministerial  officers  who  shall  be  in 
ofKce  within  the  limits  of  said  Territory  when  this 
act  shall  take  elTect,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
authorized  and  required  to  continue  to  exercise 
and  ))erlorm  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices, 
as  officers  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  until  they, 
or  others,  sliall  be  duly  elected  or  appointed  and 
qualilied  to  fill  their  places,  in  the  manner  herein 
directed,  or  until  their  offices  shall  be  abolish- 
ed. 

Sec.  19.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  be  expended,  by 
and  under  the  direction  of  the  said  Governor  of  the 
Territory  of  Oregon,  in  the  purchase  of  a  library, 
to  be  kept  at  (he  seat  of  government,  for  the  use 
of  the  Governor,  Legislative  Assembly,  Judges  of 
thetsupreme  Court,  Secretary,  Marshal,  and  Attor- 
ney of  said  Territory,  and  such  other  persons,  and 
under  such  legulations,  as  shall  be  prescribed  by 
law. 

Sec.  20.  Jlnd  he  it  further  enacted,  That  when 
the  lands  in  said  Territory  shall  be  surveyed,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  prejiaratory  to  bringing  the  same  into  mar- 
ket, sections  numbered  sixteen  and  thirty-six,  in 
each  township  in  said  Territory,  shall  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby,  reserved  for  the  purpose  of  being 
applied  to  schools  in  said  Territory,  and  in  the 
States  and  Territories  hereafter  to  be  erected  out 
of  the  same. 

Sec.  21.  Jlnd  he  it  farther  enacted.  That,  until 
otherwise  provided  for  by  law,  the  Governor  of 
said  Territory  may  define  the  judicial  districts  of 
^'aid  Territory,  and  assign  the  judges  who  may 
be  appointed  for  said  Territory  to  tlie  several  dis- 
tricts, and  also  appoint  the  times  and  {)laces  for 
holding  courts  in  the  several  counties  or  subdivisions 
in  each  of  said  judi<',ial  districts,  by  proclamation, 
to  be  issued  by  iiim;  but  the  Legislative  Assembly, 
at  their  first  or  any  .sub-sequent  session,  may  organ- 
ize, alter,  or  modify  such  judicial  districts,  and 
assign  ilie  .Judges,  and  alter  the  times  and  places 
of  iiolding  the  courts,  as  to  them  shall  seem  proper 
and  convenient. 

Sec.  22.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  all  offi- 
cers to  be  appointed  iiy  the  President,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  for  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Oregon,  who,  by  virtue  of  the  provisions 
of  any  law  now  existin<r,or  wUich  may  be  enacted 
during  the  present  Congress,  we  required  to  give 
security  for  moneys  that  may  be  intrusted  with 
them  for  disbursement,  shall  give  such  security  at 
such  lime  and  plac(;,  and  in  such  niunucr,  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Tre  isury  may  prescribe. 

Sec  2U.  Arid  he  it  farther  enacted.  That  all  the 
ports,  harbors,  shores,  and  waters  of  the  main  land 
of  the  Territory  aforesaid,  shall  constitute  a  col- 
lection district,  to  bo  culled  the  district  of  Oregon; 
and  a  port  of  entry  shall  be  eslablished  at  Astoria, 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Cohiiiibia  river,  uud  a  cojr 
lector  of  customs  shall  be.  appointed  by  the  Presi- 


dent, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  to  reside  at  such  port  of  entry. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Slates  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  to  establisli  such  ports  of  delivery  in 
the  district  created  by  this  act,  not  exceediiig  two 
in  number,  one  of  which  shall  be  located  on  Pu- 
gct's  Sound,  as  he  may  deem  expedient,  and  may 
appoint,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  Surveyors  to  reside  thereat. 

Sec.  25.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  col- 
lector of  said  district  shall  be  allowed  a  compensa- 
tion of  one  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and  the 
fees  allowed  by  law;  and  the  compensation  of  any 
surveyor  appointed  in  pursuance  of  thi.s  act  shall 
not  exceed  five  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  inclu- 
ding in  said  sum  the  fees  allowed  by  law;  and  the 
amount  collected  by  any  of  said  surveyors,  for 
fees,  in  any  one  year,  exceeding  the  sum  of  five 
hundred  dollars,  shall  be  accounted  for  and  paid 
into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  26.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  rev- 
enue laws  of  the  United  States  be,  and  are  hereby, 
extended  over  the  Territory  of  Oregon. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  sum 
of  fifteeen  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby,  appropriated,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  be  expend- 
ed under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  for  the  construction  of  light-houses  at 
Cape  Disappointment  and  New  Dunginess;  and 
for  the  construction  and  anchoring  of  the  requisite 
number  of  buoys,  to  indicate  the  channels  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia  river,  and  the  ap]3roaches 
to  the  harbor  of  Astoria,  the  said  buoys  to  be 
placed  and  anchored  under  the  direction  of  such 
person  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  ap- 
point. 

Mr.  MILLER  submitted  a  resolution  that  (the 
House  concurring)  the  17th  joint  rule  be  suspend- 
ed, in  order  that  the  bill  may  be  presented  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  on  the  last  day  of 
the  session. 

Mr.  YULEE  objected  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution,  and  it  lies  over. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DICKINSON,  the  bill  from 
the  House  for  the  relief  of  Ricliard  Reynolds  was 
taken  up  for  consideration  and  passed;  and  at  a  few 
minutes  before  ten  o'clock,  a.  m.,  after  an  exciting 
session  of  twenty-four  hours,  the  Senate  adjourned 
until  Monday  morning,  at  nine  o'clock. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  August  14,  1848. 
The  readingof  the  Journal  of  Saturday  was  com- 
menced, when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  C.  J.  INGER- 
SOLL,  its  further  reading  was  dispensed  with. 

OREGON  TERRITORIAL  GOVERNMENT. 

Mr.  ROBINSON,  from  the  Committee  on  En- 
rolled Bills,  reported  that  the  committee  had  ex- 
amined the  bill  to  establish  a  Territorial  Government 
for  Oregon,  and  found  it  correctly  enrolled. 

He  moved  to  suspend  the  seventeenth  joint  rule, 
which  forbids  bills  being  presented  to  the  President 
on  the  last  day  of  the  session,  so  as  to  jiermit  the 
Oregon  bill  and  all  other  bills  which<^iad  passed 
or  might  pass  to  be  sent  to  tlie  President;  and  on 
that  motion  he  demanded  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BAYLY  moved  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  RliETT  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  the  motion  to  ad- 
journ was  not  in  order.  The  two  Houses,  by  a 
joint  resolution,  had  fixed  twelve  o'clock  to-day  as 
the  time  for  the  adjournment  sine  die.  By  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  neither  House, 
without  the  consent  of  the  other,  could  adjourn  for 
more  than  three  days.  If  the  motion  to  adjourn 
were  received  and  agreed  to,  the  House  would  stand 
adjourned  until  the  first  Monday  in  December. 
The  motion  was  not,  therefore,  in  order. 

After  some  conver.sation  on  points  of  order 
between  Mr.  BAYLY,  Mr.  RHETT,  and  the 
SPEAKER— 

Mr.  RHETT  moved  a  call  of  the  House,  and 
demanded  tellers  on  the  motion. 

Tellers  were  refused,  and  the  motion  was  re- 
jected. 

The  demand  for  the  pievious  question  was  then 
seconded. 

Mr.  RHETT  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  main  question.     Rejected. 


Mr.  CLARKE,  of  Kentucky,  rose  to  a  privi- 
leged question. 

The  SPEAKER  said  there  was  no  ]irivileged 
(luestion  which  would  override  the  question  pend- 
ing. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered,  and  the 
resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  McClelland  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote,  and,  at  his  instance,  the  motion  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL,  from  the  Committee 
of  Conference  on  the  part  of  the  House  on  the  dis- 
agreeing votes  of  the  two  Flouses  on  the  bill  chan- 
ging the  time  of  holding  the  United  States  courts 
for  the  western  district  of  Virginia,  and  for  other 
purposes,  made  a  report;  which  was  read. 

The  question  being  on  concurring  in  said  report — 

Mr.  J.  R.  INGERSOLL  moved  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Conference  on  this  bill, 
and  he  was  opposed  to  the  report,  and  he  pro- 
tested against  its  adoption.  He  therefore  moved 
to  lay  it  on  the  table;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JONES  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  also 
moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table.  Agreed 
to. 

Mr.  HALL,  of  New  York,  moved  to  suspend 
the  rules  to  enable  him  to  report,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  a  resolution  authorizing 
the  Clerk  to  procure  from  the  proprietor,  W. 
Hickey,  and  furnish  to  each  of  the  members  of  the 
House,  forty  copies  of  the  third  edition  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  Analysis,  &.C.,  to  be  distributed  to 
public  libraries,  colleges,  &c.,  and  to  such  public 
officers  and  other  persons  as  they  may  deem  expe- 
dient. 

The  motion  was  lost,  two-thirds  not  voting  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  BOYD  moved  the  usual  resolution  to  ap- 
point a  committee  of  three  members  to  wait  on  the 
President  and  to  inform  him  that  the  House,  hav- 
ing completed  its  business,  was  ready  to  adjourn 
sine  die  at  twelve  o'clock,  if  he  had  no  communica- 
tion to  make  to  it. 

Theresolution  was  agreed  to, and  Messrs.  Boyd, 
Vinton,  and  Collamer,  were  appointed  said  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to 
enable  him  to  report, from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, the  following  resolution: 

Rcsoli'cd,  That  the  Sccresary  of  War  be  directed  to  inquire 
and  ascertain  the  cost  of'  pcrfecling  a  title  to  suitable  sites  for 
marine  hospitals  at  Buffalo,  Oswego,  Apalacliicola,  and  at 
the  Delavvaie  Breakwatfr;  and  that  he  report  the  same,  with 
plans  and  estimates  for  such  hospitals,  at  the  next  session  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  HUNT  also  asked  leave  to  make  a  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  asking  to  be 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  certain  papers. 

[Objections,  and  great  confusion.] 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  inquired  if 
the  committees  could  not  hand  in  such  papers  as 
they  had  not  acted  on  to  the  Clerk,  without  asking 
the  leave  of  the  House  ? 

Mr.  HUNT  repeated  his  request  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  certain  papers  which  they  had 
not  acted  on.  Agreed  to,  (as  the  reporter  under- 
stood.) 

Mr.  H.  also  asked  leave  to  make  a  report  from 
the  same  committee. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  objected,  and  gave  no- 
tice that  he  should  object  to  receiving  any  reports 
from  any  committee. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  was  under- 
stood to  ask  that  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflairs 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  cer- 
tain papers.  Before  any  action  was  taken  on  this 
request — 

Mr.  VINTON  rose  to  a  privileged  question,  and 
moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  Slates 
and  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  had  finished 
their  business.  That  was  not  the  case.  The  army 
bill  had  not  yet  been  sent  to  the  President.  If  he 
sent  back  a  message  informing  them,  in  answer  to 
this  resolution,  that  he  had  no  further  communica- 
tion to  make  to  Congress,  the  House  would  stand 
adjourned  immediately. 

After  some  conversation,  Mr.  VINTON,  on  dis- 
covering that  he  had  misapprehended  the  purport 
of.the  resolution,  withdrew  his  motion  to  recon- 
sider. 
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Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  moved  a  resolution  that 
the  standing  commiilees  of  the  House  be  at  liberty 
to  return  the  papers  submitted  to  them,  and  upon 
which  they  had  not  acted,  to  the  Cle'rk,  and  be  dis- 
charged from  their  further  consideration.  This, 
he  said,  would  avoid  the  necessity  for  all  these  re- 
ports from  committees. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  said,  with 
regard  to  any  papei's  not  reported  on  by  the  com- 
mittees, the  universal  practice  had  been  to  return 
them  to  the  Clerk  without  any  report  whatever; 
therefore  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  resolution 
to  pass.  He  hoped  that  Senate  bills  to  which  no 
objection  was  made  would  be  received  from  the 
committees;  and,  to  accomplish  this  object,  he 
called  for  the  regular  order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  there  was  no  other 
regular  order  of  business  to-day  than  the  reception 
of  petitions. 

Mr.  COBB  inquired  of  the  Speaker  if  the  prac- 
tice of  the  House  had  been  as  stated  by  Mr.  Rock- 
well .' 

The  SPEAKER  replied  that  it  was  the  right  of 
members  of  the  committees  to  hand  to  the  Clerk  all 
papers  on  which  their  committees  had  not  acted, 
without  making  a  report  to  the  House. 

Mr.  COBB  withdrew,  then,  hia  resolution,  and 
gave  notice  of  a  general  objection  to  all  reports  from 
committees. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  moved  to 
suspend  the  rules  for  the  reception  of  all  reports 
from  committees  of  Senate  bills  to  which  no  objec- 
tion was  made. 

Mr.  COBB  said  it  was  too  late  for  the  House  to 
act  on  any  business.  No  good  could  result  from 
the  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  ROCKWELL  said  there  were  one  or  two 
Senate  bills  which  the  Committee  of  Claims  were 
ready  to  report,  to  which  the  House  would  agree; 
and  he  called  the  gentleman's  attention  to  the  fact 
that  his  motion  was  to  suspend  the  rules  for  reports 
to  which  no  objection  was  made. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Rockwell  was  rejected. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  following  reso- 
lution: 

Resolved,  That«it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  to  remove  the  desks  from  this  Hall  during  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress,  the  seats  to  remain  as  they  are,  unless  it 
shall  he  ascertained  that  they  may,  with  perfect  convenience 
to  the  members,  be  placed  closer  together.  He  shall  also 
cause  a  trihnue,  one  step  above  the  floor,  to  be  erected  in 
front  of  his  desk,  with  a  table  in  front,  on  which  he  shall 
constantly  keep  wriling  materials.  He  shall  also  cause  two 
desks,  one  on  each  side  of  the  tribune,  to  be  erected,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  reporters  of  the  Intelligencer  and  the 
Union. 

The  motion  was  lost,  two-thirds  not  voting  in 
the  affirmative. 

PAYMENTS  TO  GENS.  CASS  AND  TAYLOR. 

Mr.  LINCOLNasked  the  attention  of  the  House 
for  a  moment,  for  the  purpose  of  saying  that  the 
Committee  on  the  Expenditures  of  the  War  De- 
partment, to  whom  had  been  referred  the  message 
of  the  President  transmitting  a  statement  of  the 
receipts  from  the  treasury  of  Generals  Cass  and 
Taylor,  had  prepared  a  short  report,  the  substance 
of  which  was,  that  they  recommended  the  printing 
of  the  message  of  the  President  and  accompanying 
documents,  together  with  certain  documents  which 
had  heretofore  been  committed  to  that  committee, 
on  the  subject  of  the  accounts  of  General  Cass.  If 
objections  were  made,  he  asked  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  to  enable  him  to  move,  in  accordance 
with  this  report,  the  printing  of  the  message  and 
the  said  documents. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  objected  to  the  re- 
ception of  the  report. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  said  the  gentleman  had 
been  culling  from  various  documents,  and  he  now 
asked  that  the  matter  he  had  collected  be  printed 
together,  without  any  examination  on  the  part  of 
the  House.  He  protested  against  it  as  an  act  of 
gross  injustice. 

The  SPEAKER  reminded  gentlemen  that  debate 
was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  BURT  wished  to  know  if  these  were  not 
the  .'same  documents  which  the  House  had  the 
other  (iay  refused  to  print.' 

The  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules:  Ayes 
75,  noes  78. 

Mr.  BURT  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  McCLELLAND  appealed  to  the  gentleman 
to  yield,  to  allow  him  to  move  that  the  President's 


message  and  accompanying  documents  with  regard 
to  the  compensations  of  Generals  Cass  and  Taylor 
be  printed. 

Mr.  BURT  said  that  motion  could  be  made  after 
he  had  submitted  his  motion.  He  appealed  to  the 
House  to  take  up  and  pass  the  Senate  bill  to  refund 
to  Ward  &  Smith  moneys  advanced  by  them  to 
our  squadron  in  the  bay  of  San  Francisco,  in  Feb- 
ruary, lb47.  These  gentlemen  had  stepped  for- 
ward and  advanced  moneys  which  were  necessary 
for  our  naval  forces  at  that  place,  and  surely  no 
gentleman  could  object  to  our  refunding  it.  Mr. 
Ward  was  now  in  the  city  pressing  his  claim. 

No  objection  being  made — 

Mr.  ROCKWELL,  of  Connecticut,  reported  the 
said  bill  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  which  (a 
formal  amendment  recommended  by  the  committee 
having  been  rejected)  was  read  a  third  time  and 
passed. 

Mr.  ASHMUN  rose  to  a  privileged  question, 
and  moved  to  reconsider  the  resolution  adopted  a 
few  moments  since,  appointing  a  committee  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  in- 
form him  that  unless  he  had  some  communication 
to  make  to  the  two  Houses,  they  would  adjourn 
at  twelve  o'clock  to-day.  He  understood  that  a 
message  had  been  received  from  the  Senate,  inform- 
ing the  House  that  that  body  had  concurred  in  the 
resolution  suspending  for  to-day  the  joint  rule 
which  forbids  bills  to  be  sent  to  the  President. 
Therefore  there  was  no  use  for  the  resolution. 

Mr.  BOYD  remarked  he  had  no  objection  to  the 
resolution  being  reconsidered. 

The  passage  of  the  resolution  was  then  reconsid- 
ered, and  the  resolution  was  rejected. 

Mr.  KING,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  suspend  the 
rules  to  enable  him  to  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  to  cause  a  tribune,  one  step  above  the  fl;)or,  to  be 
erected  in  front  of  his  desk,  with  a  table  in  front,  on  which 
he  shall  constantly  keep  writing  materials.  He  shall  also 
cause  two  desks,  one  on  each  side  of  the  tribune,  to  be 
erected  for  the  accommodation  of  the  reporters  of  the  In- 
telligencer and  the  Union. 

The  motion  was  lost,  two-thirds  not  voting  in 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  STROHM  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
to  enable  him  to  make  a  report  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Expenditures.  Lost,  two-thirds  not 
voting  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  CONGER,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
reported  the  following  resolution: 

Resoiicrf,  i5'c.,That  the  Joint  Committee  on  Printing  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  sit  during  the  recess  of  Con- 
gress, in  order  to  carry  out  the  intention  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion directing  the  manner  of  procuring  the  printing  for  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  approved  Augusts,  184B:  Provided, 
Tliatno  pay  be  allowed  for  anything  beyond  the  actual  ne- 
cessary travelling  expenses  of  said  coimnittee,  in  coming  to 
and  returning  fromtlie  Capitol,  in  performance  of  the  duties 
of  said  committee,  and  the  usual  per  diem  while  thus  en- 
gaged. 

[Great  disorder  and  excitement.] 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  made  the  point  of  order 
that  the  report  was  not  in  order,  the  privilege  given 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing  to  report  at  any  time 
being  confined  to  the  ordinary  routine  of  their  du- 
ties; the  question  of  the  propriety  of  printing  docu- 
ments, their  nature  and  character,  &c.,  did  not 
authorize  them  to  make  such  a  report. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  denied  the  power  of 
the  House  to  communicate  any  such  authority  as 
was  proposed.  There  was  no  such  power  in 
Congress. 

TheSPEAKERstatedthattherule  of  the  House 
provided  that  the  Committee  on  Printing  might 
report  at  any  time. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  appealed  from  the  de- 
cision, and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
appeal. 

Mr.  HENLEY  asked  the  gentleman  to  with- 
draw the  appeal  for  a  moment,  and  allow  him  to 
say  a  word.  He  thought  he  could  convince  the 
gentleman,  in  a  moment,  that  the  report  should  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  COBB  declined  to  withdraw. 

The  Clerk  read  the  rule,  whicli  authorizes  the 
Committee  on  Printing  to  report  at  any  time. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  the  question.  The  Chair 
understood  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to  claim 
for  the  Speaker  the  discretionary  power  to  say 
what  character  of  reports  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing might  make  under  their  general  leave  to  report 
at  any  time.  The  Chair  overruled  the  point  of  or- 
der, and  disclaimed  any  such  power.    The  rule 


was  express  that  the  Committee  on  Printing  might 
report  at  any  time,  without  reference  to  the  nature 
or  character  of  the  report. 

Mr.  C.  J.  INGERSOLL  inquired  if  it  was  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  that  the  committee  might  re- 
port after  the  House  had  adjourned  ? 

The  SPEAKER  replied ,  unquestionably  the  com- 
mittee could  not  report  when  the  House  was  not 
in  session.  There  was  no  question  of  that  sort 
involved  in  this  resolution. 

Mr.  INGERSOLL.  How  can  the  committee 
sit  when  the  House  has  adjourned  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  riijht  of  the  committee 
to  sit  when  the  House  has  adjourned  is  a  question 
to  be  decided  by  the  House,  not  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  COBB  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
appeal,  which  were  ordered. 

Some  conversation  ensued  between  Mr.  COBB 
and  the  SPEAKER  on  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  HENLEY  repeated  that  he  was  sure,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  would  listen  one  moment, 
he  would  not  object  at  all  to  the  proposition  of  the 
committee. 

The  SPEAKER  decided  that  no  allusion  to  the 
nature  of  the  report  was  in  order  on  the  ap|ieal. 

Mr.  HENLEY  still  retained  the  floor,  and  was 
proceeding  to  make  some  remarks  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  report,  when  he  was  arrested  by  loud 
cries  of"  order"  and  by — 

The  SPEAKER,  who  repeated  that  the  question 
was  not  open  to  debate,  and  requested  the  gentle- 
man to  take  his  seat,  as  the  time  of  the  House  was 
precious. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  agreed  to: 
Yeas  111,  nays  37. 

The  resolution  being  then  before  the  House — 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  President's  message  just  received,  (and  which, 
it  was  understood,  had  reference  to  his  approval  of 
the  Oregon  Territorial  bill.) 

[The  following  is  the  message: 

To  the  House  of  Reprcscvlatices  of  the  United  States: 

When  the  President  has  given  his  olficjal  sanction  to  a 
bill  which  has  passed  Congress,  usage  requires  that  he  shall 
notify  the  House  in  which  it  originated  of  that  fact,  'i'he 
mode  of  giving  this  notification  has  been  by  an  oral  message 
delivered  by  his  private  secretary. 

Having  this  day  approved  and  signed  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  the  Territorial  Goverimient  of  Oregon,"  I 
deem  it  proper,  under  the  existing  circumstances,  to  com- 
municate the  fact  in  a  more  solemn  form. 

The  deeply  interesting  and  protracted  discussions  which 
have  taken  place  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  the  ab- 
sorbing interest  which  the  subject  has  excited  throughout 
thecountry,  justify,  in  my  judgment,  this  departure  fiomtlie 
form  of  notice  observed  in  other  cases. 

In  this  communication  with  a  coordinate  branch  of  the 
Government,  made  proper  by  the  considerations  referred  to, 
I  shall  frankly,  and  without  reserve,  express  the  reasons 
which  have  constrained  me  not  to  withhold  my -signature 
from  the  bill  to  establish  a  government  over  Oregon,  even 
though  the  two  Territories  of  New  IWexico  and  Calilbrnia  are 
to  be  left,  for  the  present,  without  governments.  None 
doubt  that  it  is  proper  to  establish  a  government  in  Oregon. 
Indeed,  it  has  been  too  long  delayed.  I  have  made  repeated 
reconnnendations  to  Congress  to  this  efiect.  The  petitions 
of  the  people  of  that  distant  region  have  been  presented  to 
the  Giiverninent,  and  ought  not  to  be  disregarded.  To  give 
to  them  a  regularly  organized  government  and  the  protection 
of  our  laws,  which  as  citizens  of  the  United  States  they 
claim,  is  a  hisih  duty  on  our  part,  and  one  which  we  are 
bound  to  perform,  unless  there  be  controlling  reasons  to 
prevent  it. 

In  the  progress  of  all  governments,  questions  of  such  trans- 
cendent import«?aee  occasionally  arise,  as  to  cast  in  the 
shade  all  those  of  a  mere  party  character.  But  one  such 
question  can  now  be  agitated  in  this  country;  and  tliis  may 
endanger  our  glorious  Union,  the  source  of  our  greatness 
and  all  our  political  blessings.  This  question  is  slavery. 
With  the  slaveholding  States  this  does  not  embrace  ineiely 
the  rights  of  property,  however  valuable ;  but  it  ascends  far 
higher,  and  involves  the  domestic  peace  and  security  of 
every  family. 

The  fathers  of  the  Constitution— the  wise  and  patriotic 
men  who  laid  the  foundation  of  our  institutions— foreseeing 
the  danger  from  this  quarter,  acted  in  a  spirit  of  compromise 
and  mutual  concession  on  this  dangerous  and  delicate  sub- 
ject; and  their  wisdom  ought  to  be  the,guide  of  their  suc- 
cessors. Whilst  they  left  to'^the  States  exclusively  the  ques- 
tion of  domestic  slavery  within  their  lespective  limits,  they 
provided  that  slaves  who  might  escape  into  other  States  not 
recognizing  the  institution  of  slavery,  shall  "  be  delivered  up 
on  the  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may 
be  due." 

Upon  this  foundation  the  matter  rested  until  the  Missouri 
question  arose. 

In  December,  1819,  application  was  made  to  Congress  by 
the  people  of  the  Missouri  Territory  for  admission  into  the 
Union  as  a  State.  The  discussion  upon  the  subject  in  Con- 
"ress  involved  the  question  of  slavery,  ami  was  prosecuted 
with  such  violence  as  to  produce  excitements  alarming  to 
every  patriot  in  the  Union.  But  the  good  genius  of  concili- 
ation which  presided  at  the  birth  of  our  institutions  finally 
prevaihid,  and  the  Missouri  compromise  was  adopted.  The 
eiuhth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  6th  of  March, 
lt!-20,  "  10  authorize  the  people  of  the  Missouri  Territory  to 
form  a  constitution  and  State  government,"  &c.,  provides: 
"  TImt,  in  all  that  territory  ceded  by  France  to  the  United 
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'  Stales,  unrler  the  name  of  Loiiisiann,  which  lies  north  of 
'  thirtv-tix  ileijrcrs  ami  thiily  iiiiniites  north  latitude,  not  in- 
'  rludl'd  withni  tiu-  limits  of'  the  State  contemplated  by  this 
'  act,  slavtry  an;i  invdhtnlary  servitude,  otherwise  tlian  in 
'  tlie  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  parties  shall  have 

•  been  duly  convicteii,  shall  he,  and  is  liereby,  forever  pro- 
'Jiibited  :  Provilel,  at  '•iii/5j'l"'i!>'«i"y  person  escapiim  into  the 

•  same,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimi'd  in 
'any  r'late  or  Territgry  of  the  United  States,  such  fngitivi; 
'  may  be  lawfully  ricl.iinied,  and  conveyed  to  the  person 
«  elaiiniu!;  his  or  her  labor  or  services  aforesaid." 

This  compromise  had  the  efTect  of  calmiiit:  the  troubled 
waves,  and  restoring  peace  and  good  vVill  throughout  the 
States  of  the  Union. 

The  .Alissouri  question  liad  excited  intense  agitation  of 
the  public  Miind,  and  threatened  to  divide  the  coinitry  into 
peogiaphical  p:\rties,  alienating  the  feelings  of  attachment 
whicii  each  portion  of  our  Union  should  hear  to  every  other, 
"'he  compromise  allayed  the  excitement,  tranquilized  the 
popular  mind,  and  restored  confidence  and  fraternal  feeling. 
Its  authors  were  hailed  as  public  benefactors. 

I  d)  not  doubt  ill  u  a  similar  adju-tmrnt  of  the  questions 
which  MOW  agitate  the  i)Hlilie  niii.d  would  produce  tlie.-ame 
happy  results.  If  the  leu'islation  of  Congress  on  the  subject 
(if  the  oilier  Territories  .shall  not  be  adopted  in  a  spirit  of 
eoneiliation  and  compromise, it  is  iinpo.-sible  that  theeoun- 
try  can  be  sati^fi -d,  or  that  the  most  disastrous  consequonees 
shall  fall  til  ensue. 

When  Ti-x.is  wasadmilti'd  into  tin' Union,  the  same  spirit 
of  compromise  which  guided  our  predecessors  in  the  aduiis- 
sioii  of  Missouri,  a  qiiirler  of  a  cenlury  before,  prevailed 
without  any  serims  opposiiiiMi.  The  "joint  resolution  for 
!iiine.\iiig  Te.xas  to  the  United  Stales,"  approved  March  the 
fir.-t,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-rive,  provides 
that  "  such  States  as  may  be  formed  out  of  that  portion  of 
'  said  icrrilory  lying  south  of  ihiriy  six  di  grees  thirty  inin- 
'  ules  north  latitude,  comnioiily  known  as  the  .Missouri  coni- 
'  promise  line,  shall  beartiiiitted  into  the  Union  withorvvith- 
'  out  si.ivery,  as  the  people  of  each  State  asking  aduiis.-,ion 
'  may  deiire.  And  in  such  Slate  or  [states  as  shall  be  formi  d 
'  out  of  said  tenitory  nort!)  of  the  Missouri  eompromi^e  line, 
'  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude  (except  for  crime)  shall  be 
'  prohibited." 

'I'heTerritory  of  Oregon  lies  far  north  of  thirty-six  degrees 
thirty  minutes,  the  Mis.-oiiri  and  Texas  conipronii^e  line.  Its 
soutiiern  boundary  is  the  parallel  of  foity-two,  leaving  the 
intei mediate  distance  to  be  three  hundied  and  thirty  geo- 
grapliical  miles. 

And  it  is  because  the  provisions  oftliis  hill  are  not  incon- 
sistent with  tiie  term-  of  the  Missouri  compromise,  if  ex- 
teiidid  from  the  Rio  Grande  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  that  I  have 
not  felt  at  libirty  to  withhold  my  sanction.  Had  itenibraced 
territories  south  of  that  comproml.-e,  the  question  presented 
for  my  consideration  would  have  been  of  a  far  ditTerent 
character,  and  my  action  upon  it  must  have  corresponded 
with  my  convictions. 

Ought  we  now  to  disturb  the  Missouri  and  Texas  com- 
promi-es.''  Ou;;lit  we,  at  this  I  ite  day,  in  attempting  to  an- 
nul wh  It  has  bi;en  so  long  estabiished  and  acquiesced  in,  to 
excite  sectional  divisions  and  jealousies;  to  alienate  the 
people  of  dill'eriMt  portions  of  the  Union  from  each  other, 
anil  to  endanger  the  existnice  of  the  Union  iistlf.'' 

From  the  aduplioii  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  during  a 
period  of  sixty  years,  our  progress  as  a  nation  has  lieen  with- 
out example  in  the  annals  ol  history.  Under  the  protection 
of  a  h  miilifiil  Providence,  we  have  advanced  wiih  giant 
strides  in  ihe  career  of  wealth  and  prosperity.  We  have 
enjoyed  the  blessings  of  freedom  to  a  "reater  extent  than 
any  other  people,  ancient  or  modern,  Uiider  a  government 
which  has  preserved  order,  and  secuied  to  every  citizen 
lii'e,  liberty,  and  prop  rty.  We  have  now  hecoiiie  an  ex- 
ample for  iinilation  to  the  whole  world.  The  ftii'iids  of 
freedom  in  '-very  clime  point  with  admiration  to  our  iiistitu- 
lions.  Shall  we,  Iheii,  at  the  nnunent  when  the  people  of 
Europe  are  devoting  ail  their  energies  in  the  attempt  to  as- 
similite  tliiir  inslitntlons  to  our  own,  peril  all  our  blessings 
hy  despising  the  lessons  of  experience,  and  lefusini;  to  tread 
ill  the  fo.)tj:teps  which  our  fathers  have  trodden  i""  And  for 
wlial  cause  vvoiil  I  we  endanser  our  glorious  Union?  The 
flIi.s>ouri  eoiiiproini-o  contains  a  prohibition  of  slavery 
throughout  all  that  \a--t  region  extending  twelve-and  a-haif 
degrees  along  the  Pacilie,  from  the  pafahel  of  thirty-six  de- 
grees thirty  iiiinules  to  that  of  forty-nine  degrees,  and  eitst 
from  that  ocean  to  and  beyond  tlie  suiiimiiof  the  Rocky 
Mou.itilns.  Why,  lh(;n,  should  our  institutions  be  endaii- 
pcrcd  because  it  is  proposed  to  siubmil  to  the  pnople  of  the 
remainder  of  our  newly  acquired  territory  lying  south  of 
t!iirty-six  d  grees  thirty  minutes,  embracing  less  than  four 
degrees  of  latitude,  the  question  whether,  in  the  language  of 
the  Texas  coiiipMiui.-e,  they  "shall  be  admitted  (as  a  State) 
into  the  Union  with  or  wifhonl  slavery.'"  Is  this  a  question 
to  be  pushed  to  .-.iicli  extremities  by  excited  partisans  on  the 
one  side  or  the  other,  in  regard  to  our  newly  acquired  dis- 
tant possessinn-  on  tin  Pacific,  as  to  endanger  the  union  of 
thirty  glorious  .-states  which  constitute  our  Confederacy.''  I 
have  an  abiding  r^onlidence  that  the  .sober  relleclion  and 
sound  patriotwin  ol  iji,.  people  of  all  the  States  will  bring 
Ihcin  to  the  eonclu,i(iii  that  llie  dictate  of  wisdom  is  to  (ol- 
lov\>  tin;  example  of  iIioh,,  who  have  cone  before  us,  and 
Mfttle  this  dangerous  question  on  tiK!  Missouri  eompioiiiise, 
or  Home  oth'V  equitable  conipiomise,  which  would  respect 
the  righu  of  all,  and  prove  Baii^luciory  to  the  diirerent  por- 
tions ol  the  Uiiion. 

Holdinir  as  a  sarrcd  trust  the  Executive  authority  for  the 
whole  Union,  niid  bound  to  guard  the  rii-liis  of  all,  I  should 
he  c<insir,iined,  by  a  sen.<e  ol  duty,  to  witlihold  my  olheial 
haiiclion  from  any  measure  which  would  conflict  with  these 
imiHirliint  objecu. 

1  raiinot  more  appropriately  close  this  message  than  |,y 
quoting  from  the  Karcwdl  Address  of  the  Father  ol  IiIsCduii- 
try.  ills  warning  voice  can  never  be  heard  in  vain  liy  tin; 
American  pr-ople.  If  the  spirit  of  pro|>liicy  had  dilmcUy 
preiiented  to  Ins  view,  more  Ihiin  a  half  century  ago,  tin; 
pri!sciit  dl-tracted  condition  of  his  country,  the  Innguiue 
which  he  then  emplnjed  could  not  have  hcen  more. appro- 
priate ihaii  It  ii  to  the'  present  occasion.     He  declared  : 

"The  unity  of  uoveriiinent  which  Qonstitutesi  you  one 
people,  is  iil^i)  now  dear  lo  you.  it  is  justly  ho;  for  it  is  n 
main  pillar  in  tlie  edince  of  your  real  independence,  the  sup- 


port of  your  traiiqnilliiy  at  home,  your  peace  abroad,  of  your 
safety,  of  your  prosperity,  of  that  very  liberty  which  you  so 
highly  prize.  But,  as  it  is  easy  to  foresee  that,  from  different 
causes,  and  from  different  quarters,  much  pains  will  be 
taken,  many  artifices  employed,  to  weaken  in  your  minds 
the  conviction  of  this  truth — as  this  is  the  point  in  your 
political  fortress  against  which  the  batteries  ol  internal 
and  external  enemies  will  he  most  constantly  and  actively 
(though  often  covertly  and  insidiously)  directed — it  is  of 
infinite  moment  that  you  should  i>roperly  estimate  the  im- 
mense value  of  your  national  union  to  your  collective  and 
individual  happiness;  that  you  should  cherish  a  cordial, 
habitual,  and  immovable  attachment  to  it;  accustoming 
yourselves  to  think  and  to  speak  of  it  as  a  palladium  of  your 
political  safety  and  prosperity;  wiitching  for  its  preservation 
with  jealous  anxiety;  discountenancing  whatever  may  sug- 
gest even  a  suspicion  that  it  can  in  any  event  be  abandoned  ; 
and  indignantly  tiowning  upon  the  first  dawning  of  every 
attempt  to  alienate  any  portiim  of  our  country  from  the  rest, 
or  to  enfeeble  the  sacred  ties  which  now  link  together  the 
various  parts. 

"For  this  you  have  every  inducement  of  sympathy  and 
interest.  Citizens  by  birlh  lu'  choice  of  a  common  country, 
that  country  has  a  right  to  concentrate  your  allections.  The 
name  of  American,  whicli  belongs  to  you  in  your  national 
capacity,  must  always  exalt  the  just  pride  of  palriolisminore 
than  any  appellation  derived  from  local  discriminations. 
With  slight  shadesofditrereiice, you  have  the  same  religion, 
manners,  habits,  and  political  principles.  You  have,  in  a 
common  cause,  fought  and  triumphed  together.  The  inde- 
pendmce  and  liberty  you  possess  are  the  work  of  joint  coun- 
cils and  joint  efforts,  of  common  dangers,  sufferings,  and 
success. 

"  With  such  powerful  and  obvious  motives  to  union, 
affecting  all  parts  of  our  country,  while  experience  shall  not 
have  demonstrated  its  impracticability,  there  will  always  he 
reason  to  distrust  the  patriotism  of  tliose  who,  in  any  quar- 
ter, ma.y  endeavor  to  weaken  its  bands. 

"In  contemplating  the  causes  which  may  disturb  our 
Union,  it  occurs  as  matter  of  serious  concern,  that  any 
ground  should  have  been  furnished  for  characterizing  par- 
ties by  geographical  discriminations — Norlliern  :\n(i  Southern , 
Jitlaniic  and  IVestern;  whence  desi'.;iiiiig  men  may  endeavor 
to  excite  a  belief  that  there  is  a  real  difference  of  iocal  inter- 
ests and  views.  One  of  the  exptdients  of  party  to  acquire 
influence  within  particular  districts,  is  to  misrepresent  the 
opinions  and  aims  of  other  districts.  You  cannot  shield 
yourselves  too  much  against  the  jealousies  and  heartburn- 
ings which  spriuEfiom  Ihe'se  inisrepreseiitations.  'I'hey  tend 
to  render  alien  to  each  other  those  who  ought  to  be  bound 
together  by  fraternal  affection." 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

Washington,  August  14,  1848] 

Objections  were  made. 

Mr.  CONGER  said  he  did  not  design  to  take  up 
the  time  of  the  House  in  discussing  the  resolution. 
He  had  only  to  say  that  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing on  the  part  of  both  Houses  were  unanimously 
of  the  opinion  that  it  was  necessary  that  this  com- 
mittee should  have  leave  to  sit  during  the  recess, 
in  order  to  protect  the  public  interests.  But  it  was 
not  ill  contemplation,  by  that  resolution  or  other- 
wise, that  the  whole  committee  should  remain  here 
during  the  recess,  or  that  they  should  draw  pay 
for  their  services.  It  was  only  intended  that  one 
member  of  that  committee  should  remain  here  for 
the  purpose  of  superintending  the  public  printing, 
which  would  be  going  on.  There  was  now  a  large 
number  of  documents  which  had  been  ordered  to 
be  printed  by  both  Houses,  which  were  in  the 
hands  of  the  printer,  and  remained  to  be  done;  and 
it  belonged  to  this  committee,  and  nobody  else,  to 
take  charge  of  this  whole  matter,  to  see  that  the 
work  was  done  in  the  right  manner,  and  that  the 
materials  were  of  the  requisite  quality. 

Mr.  McLANE  objected. 

Mr.  CONGER  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  HENLEY  wished  the  gentleman  to  with- 
draw his  demand,  to  enable  him  to  make  an  ex- 
planation. 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  hoped  the  gentleman 
would  withdraw  the  demand,  so  as  to  allow  the 
message  from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  be  read. 

Mr.  CONGER  declined,  and  insisted  upon  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  and  the 
main  question  ordered,  being  upon  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution. 

[It  was  now  half  past  11  o'clock.] 

Mr.  BfJilT  moved  lo  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table,  and  on  that  motion  he  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and,  being 
taken,  resulted:  Yeas  72,  nays  77. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table. 

The  question  recurred   on   the  adoption  of  the 
resolution. 
1      fit  now  wanted   but  twelve   minutes   to  twelve 
o'clock.] 

Mr.  BURT  and  other  gentlemen  demanded  the 
yens  uiul  nays. 

The  SPEAKER  stated  that  another  call  of  the 


yeas  and  nays  would  more  than  exhaust  all  the 
time  which  was  left.  If  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered,  it  would  be  his  duty  to  arrest  the  call  and 
adjourn  the  House  at  twelve  o'clock. 

There  was  now  an  important  message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  on  the  Speaker's 
table,  which  it  would  give  the  Chair  pleasure  to 
present,  if  it  was  the  wish  of  the  House. 

[Cries  of  "  Let  us  have  it;  read  it."] 

The  SPEAKER  said  he  could  not  lay  it  before 
the  House  while  this  question  was  pending,  unless 
by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House.  Objec- 
tions were  made — 

Mr.  COBB,  of  Georgia,  renewed  thecall  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of 
Mr.  Conger;  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  KAUFMAN  moved  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  to  take  up  the  message.  The  motion  was 
not  pressed. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  asked  to  be  excused 
from  voting  on  the  resolution,  und  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  his  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  refused,  and  Mr.  Jones 
was  not  excused. 

Mr.  THOMPSON,  of  Mississippi,  hoped  by 
general  consent  a  joint  resolution  which  had  just 
been  received  frotn  the  Senate  would  be  taken  up 
and  read.     Objections  were  made. 

Mr.  HOUSTON,  of  Alabama,  asked  the  gen- 
eral consent  that  ,the  President's  message  be 
printed. 

Objections  were  made,  unless  gentlemen  on  Mr. 
Houston's  side  would  withdraw  the  demand  for 
the  yeas  and  nays.     [Increased  confusion.] 

Mr.  HUNT  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  ordered.  He 
appealed  to  gentlemen  not  to  persist  in  killing  the 
little  time  that  remained. 

Mr.  JONES,  of  Tennessee,  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  refused,  and  the  mo- 
tion to  reconsider  the  demand  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  demand  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  they  were  again  ordered,  and  at 
nine  minutes  to  twelve  o'clock  the  Clerk  began  to 
call  the  roll. 

The  intense  excitement,  hurry,  and  confusion 
attendant  upon  the  closing  hours  of  the  session, 
which  had  prevailed  to  some  extent  during  the 
entire  morning,  here  seemed  wrought  up  to  the 
highest  pitch,  and  at  the  call  by  the  Clerk  of  each 
member,  the  hands  of  the  clock — now  rapidly 
moving  forward,  and  just  upon  the  hour  of  twelve 
— were  intently  watched.  During  the  last  half 
hour,  the  Speaker  had  constantly  been  engaged  in 
signing  bills,  and  numerous  messages  had  been  re- 
I  ceived  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
!  from  the  Senate. 

j      The  call  having  proceeded  to  the  name  of  Mr. 
I  Cobb,  of  Georgia — 

Mr.  STANTON  interposed,  and  appealed  to  the  , 
unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  take  up  the 
President's  message  and  order  its  printing. 

The  SPEAKER.  By  unanimous  consent,  the 
Chair  will  now  lay  before  the  House  a  message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Objections  were  made. 

The  SPEAKER  (in  reply  to  an  inquiry  by  Mr. 
Stanton)  was  understood  to  say,  if  the  message 
was  not  now  laid  before  the  House,  it  would,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Chair,  be  locked  up  until  the  1st 
of  December  next. 

The  objections  being  persisted  in — 

At  six  minutes  to  twelve,  the  Clerk  resumed  the 
call  of  the  roll. 

At  two  minutes  to  twelve, Mr.  STANTON  made 
another  unsuccessful  appeal  to  have  the  message 
laid  before  the  House. 

The  Clerk  still  progressed  with  the  call,  and 
having  reached  the  name  of  Mr.  Richakdson — 

The  Speaker'.s  hammer  fell,  and 

The  SPEAKER  rose  and  said  that  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  by  joint  resolution, 
having  directed  the  President -of  the  Senate  and  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  ad- 
journ their  respective  Houses  on  the  14th  day  of 
August,  at  twelve  o'clock,  m.,  and  that  day  and 
that  hour  having  now  arrived,  the  Chair  declares 
that  this  House  stands  adjourned  sine  die. 
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Prayers  beinj  over,  and  the  order  given,  "  The 
Journal  will  be  read" — 

Mr.  MANGUM  hoped  the  reading  of  the  Jour- 
nal would  be  dispensed  with;  they  had  much 
business  before  them,  and  little  time  to  transact  it 
in,  and,  as  the  Journal  was  unusually  long,  it 
would  consume  much  of  that  time. 

Mr.  TURNEY  insisted  that  the  Journal  should 
be  read;  it  was  his  right  to  insist  on  it,  and  he 
claimed  that  rig;ht. 

Several  Senators:  "  Well,  let  it  be  read." 

After  some  portion  of  the  Journal  had  been 
read — 

Mr.  BENTON  again  rose  and  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  further  reading  would  be  dispensed 
with;  it  was  long,  and  would  consume  much  time. 

The  CHAIR  said  that  the  Senator  from  Tennes- 
see [Mr.  Turkey]  had  insisted  on  the  reading  of 
the  Journal,  in  which  the  Senate  seemed  to  acqui- 
esce, and  directed  the  Secretary  to  proceed  with  the 
reading. 

The  reading  of  the  Journal  having  been  con- 
cluded, several  Senators  were  on  their  feet  at  the 
same  time,  addressina:  "Mr.  President,"  to  wit: 
Messrs.  BENTON,  YULEE,  and  TURNEY. 

Mr.  YULEE.  I  desire  to  correct  a  statement 
in  the  Journal. 

Mr.  BENTON.  Mr.  President,  I  move  to  take 
up  the  resolution  submitted  on  Sunday  morning 
by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Miller,] 
to  suspend  the  17th  joint  rule,  so  as  to  enable  the' 
Oregon  bill  to  go  to  the  President.  If  that  resolu- 
tion be  not  passed,  it  will  involve  the  fate  of  sev- 
eral bills. 

Mr.  ATHERTON.  Yes,  the  military  appro- 
priation bill,  involving  millions. 

Mr.  YULEE.  Mr.  President,  is  not  mine  a 
privileged  question? 

Mr.RUSK.  I  move  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  adding  the  words,  "and  all  other  bills  up  to  12 
o'clock  of  this  day." 

Mr.  WESTCOTT.  1  move  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  "  to  rescind  the  resolution  to  ad- 
journ." 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  The  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Florida  is  clearly  out  of  order.  All  amend- 
ments must  be  germane  to  the  subject;  his  was 
evidently  not  so. 

The  CHAIR  ruled  it  out  of  order. 

Mr.  MILLER.  I  have  not  the  slightest  objec- 
tion to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Texas. 
I  will  accept  the  modification  with  pleasure. 

The  CHAIR.  The  question  is  on  the  resolution 
as  amended. 

Mr.  TURNEY  objected  to  the  resolution.  As 
it  was  proposed  to  be  amended,  it  would  be  made 
to  embrace  all  other  bills  passed,  or  to  be  passed 
this  morning,  and  to  this  he  could  not  agree.  If 
separate  resolutions  were  brought  in  to  suspend 
the  rules,  he  should  exercise  his  judgment  on  each 
separately,  and  he  would  not  object  to  that  course 
being  pursued,  and  to  the  passage  of  any  bill  that 
was  in  itself  unobjectionable.  Congress  had  thought 
proper  to  adopt  a  rule,  for  reasons  that  were  doubt- 
less satisfactory  to  it,  that  bills  should  not  be  sent 
to  the  President  after  a  certain  period.  This  rule 
was  an  important  one.  Its  object  was  to  give  the 
President  time  to  consider  and  examine  bills  that 
were  sent  to  him  for  his  approval  and  signature. 
But  here  was  an  important  bill  that  was  new  in 
many  of  its  provisions,  which  it  was  proposed  to 
send  to  the  President  at  this  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion. The  vote  on  suspending  the  rules  for  such 
n  purpose  virtually  involved  the  question  of  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  and  hence  it  opened  the  whole 
subject-matter  of  the  bill.  He  was  opposed  to  this. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  he 
was  opposed  to  the  manner  in  which  its  passage 
had  been  secured.  He  thought  all  the  courtesies 
of  the  Senate  had  been  violated  that  this  bill  might 
be  rushed  through.  He  would  ask  if  it  had  ever 
happened  before  that  a  Senator  was  refused  by  a 
vote  of  the  Senate  permission  to  proceed  with  his 
argument  in  order.  [The  honorable  Senator  al- 
luded to  a  vote  taken  late  on  Saturday  night  in 
relation  to  Mr.  Foote.]  Yet  the  Jo\irnal  showed 
that  a  Senator  had  been  called  to  order  for  irrele- 
vancy in  debate,  and  a  motion  to  permit  him  to 
proceed  in  order  was  voted  down  by  the  Senate. 
That  was  an  extraordinary  vote.  It  was 
cedented.     It  was  unheard  of. 


unpr 


Mr.  BENTON  called  the  Senator  from  Tennes- 
see to  order,  and  asked  for  the  reading  of  the  rule 
which  required  Senators  to  speak  to  the  subject 
before  the  Senate;  and  further,  he  called  for  the  en- 
forcement of  that  rule. 

Mr.  FOOTE  said  that  rule  should  have  been 
enforced  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session. 

Mr.  TURNEY  did  not  understand  that  there 
was  any  point  of  order  made  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri. 

Mr.  BENTON  said  he  had  asked  for  a  thing  to 
be  done. 

Mr.  FOOTE  insisted  that  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri had  no  right  to  make  such  a  motion  while  a 
Senator  was  speaking. 

Mr.  TURNEY  said  he  insisted  that  his  words 
which  were  objected  to  as  irrelevant  should  be  put 
down  in  writing. 

Mr.  FOOTE  also  contended  that  the  words 
should  be  taken  down. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  made  some  ob- 
servations which  did  not  reach  the  gallery. 

Mr.  TURNEY  said  he  was  going  on  to  give  very 
briefly  the  history  of  the  proceedings  on  this  bill, 
and  he  wished  to  know  if  anybody  had  ever  before 
been  called  to  order  for  pursuing  such  a  course. 

Mr.  KING  begged  to  remind  the  Senator  from 
Tennessee  that  there  was  no  bill  under  consider- 
ation. 

Mr.  TURNEY  asserted  that  there  was.  The 
Oregon  bill  was  embraced  in  the  pending  resolu- 
tion, the  adoption  of  which  was  necessary  to  give 
that  bill  the  force  of  law;  and  consequently  the 
whole  question  was  opened  for  discussion. 

He  then  proceeded.  Some  most  extraordinary 
steps  had  been  taken  to  force  this  bill  through  this 
body.  The  gag  had  been  applied,  and  it  had  been 
applied  for  the  first  time  to  secure  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  But  that  was  not  the  only  matter  of 
which  he  complained.  So  far  as  his  knowledge 
extended,  the  practice  of  the  Senate  had  been,  in 
all  cases  of  disagreeing  votes  between  the  two 
Houses,  to  appoint  a  committee  of  conference. 
But  even  that  had  been  refused.  A  departure 
from  the  usual  practice  of  the  Senate  in  that  re- 
spect had  been  resorted  to  for  the  first  time  in  this 
case;  and  it  was  done  for  the  purpose  of  forcing 
through  a  measure  that  was  more  obnoxious  to 
one  section  of  this  Union  than  any  other  subject 
of  legislation  which  had  come  before  them  during 
the  present  session.  Why  should  they  now  be 
called  upon  to  suspend  the  rules  to  give  this  bill 
the  force  and  effect  of  law?  He  was  not  willing 
to  assent  to  such  a  proceeding. 

He  should  now  give  his  objections  to  this  bill, 
and  he  should  be  very  brief,  and  yet  he  should 
not  hurry  himself.  If  there  were  other  important 
bills  embraced  in  this  resolution  which  it  was 
necessary  to  pass,  gentlemen  might  detach  them, 
act  upon  them  separately,  and  they  could  be  dis- 
posed of  in  two  minutes.  To  that  he  would  con- 
sent. But  if  they  should  refuse,  gentlemen  need 
not  expect  him  to  shrink  froin  the  responsibility 
of  opposing  this  resolution.  Whatever  responsi- 
bility there  was,  would  rest  on  others. 

He  then  recapitulated  the  proceedings  of  the 
two  Houses  on  the  subject  of  the  Oregon  bill, 
which  resulted  in  a  disagreement  between  the  two 
Houses;  and  what,  he  asked  the  Senate,  was  to  be 
gained  by  surrendering  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives? The  Senate  sent  to  the  House  a  com- 
promise bill,  after  mature  consideration  by  the 
Senate,  and  its  passage  by  a  large  majority,  and  the 
House  unceremoniously  laid  it  upon  the  table. 
After  that,  the  House  of  Representatives  passed 
this  Oregon  bill,  which  was  about  one-third  of  the 
bill  which  the  House  had  rejected. 

Mr.  MILLER  interposed,  and  reminded  the 
Senator  from  Tennessee  that  the  pending  resolu- 
tion had  reference  not  alone  to  the  Oregon  bill,  but 
to  some  twenty  or  thirty  others,  amongst  which 
was  the  army  bill. 

Mr.  TURNEY  should  vote  against  the  resolu- 
tion, although  it  did  embrace  other  bills.  But  if 
the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  would  offer  a  sep- 
arate resolution  in  relation  to  the  army  bill,  he 
(Mr.  T.)  would  interpose  no  objection.  But  did 
the  Senator  suppose  that  he  could  be  cut  off  from 
giving  his  decided  opposition  to  this  Oregon  bill? 
If  so,  he  was  very  much  mistaken.  If  gentlemen 
would  put  a  number  of  bills  together,  they  must 
take  the  consequences,  for  lie  could  not  thus  allow 
himself  to  be  brought  to  favor  the  passage  of  a  bill 
which  his  judgment  disapproved.     The  House  of 


Representatives  had  decided  that  it  would  pass  no 
bill  which  was  silent  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 
They  were  not  content  to  stand  on  the  Constitu- 
tion. They  were  not  content  that  the  citizens  of  this 
Refiublic  should  enjoy  the  rights  which  were  se- 
cured to  them  by  the  Constitution,  and  hence  they 
had  rejected  the  Oregon  bill  sent  to  them  by  the 
Senate.  They  had  rejected  it  because  it  was  in 
bad  company.  The  House  afterwards  sent  to  the 
Senate  a  bill  to  establish  a  Territorial  Government 
in  Oregon  by  itself,  and  the  Senate  returned  it  with 
a  second  proposition  of  a  compromise  on  the  basis 
of  the  Missouri  compromise,  giving  them  a  large 
portion  of  the  territory,  and  they  had  refused  to 
accede  to  that,  and  had  sent  the  bill  back  amended. 
In  this  state  of  things  the  Senate  was  now  asked 
to  yield  to  the  House,  without  even  a  committee 
of  conference  being  allowed  them,  although  it  was 
a  common  law  of  the  body,  and  allowed  in  every 
other  case.  And  not  only  was  a  committee  of 
conference  denied  them,  but  gentlemen  had  been 
gagged,  and  refused  permission  to  deliver  their 
sentiments  in  this  body  on  so  important  a  question; 
but  notwithstanding  their  rights  had  been  thus  out- 
raged, they  were  asked  to  stand  here  in  silence 
and  permit  this  bill  to  pass  through;  and  that  it 
might  be  forced  through,  the  army  bill  and  some 
others  had  been  coupled  with  it.  Senators  must 
not,  however,  expect  to  force  it  on  him  by  lhu!3 
coupling  it  with  others.  Let  each  tub  stand  on  its 
own  bottom,  and  let  each  bill  stand  on  its  own 
merits;  but  let  them  not  expect  to  accomplish  their 
purpose  by  this  unholy  and  unnatural  alliance.  If, 
by  such  an  alliance,  a  necessary  measure  was  de- 
feated, let  the  responsibility  rest  on  those  who  thus 
coupled  them.  If  Senators  would  blend  measures 
together,  they  must  bear  the  responsibility.  He 
should  not  vote  for  this  resolution  on  that  account, 
and  he  was  willing  to  take  all  the  responsibility 
that  would  attach  to  him  for  any  vote  that  he  might 
give.  He  was  willing  to  answer  to  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  and  to  nowhere  else  was  he  responsible. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
He  appealed  to  the  Chair  and  to  the  Senate  on  a 
point  of  order.  He  made  it  certainly  without  any 
heat  or  passion.  He  rose  to  a  point  of  order 
which  he  meant  to  propound  distinctly,  and  not 
for  the  purpose  of  discussing  it  at  any  length,  but 
to  ask  for  a  decision  by  the  Chair  and  the  Senate. 
The  position  in  which  they  stood  could  not  but  be 
well  known  to  every  Senator.  Less  than  two  hours 
hence  and  this  Senate  would  stand  adjourned. 

Mr.  WESTCOTT  rose  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  Senator  from  Massachusetts  had   no  right — 
and  he  said  it  respectfully — to  make  a  speech  on. 
his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  would  state  the  point  of  order 
which  he  had  risen  to  make.  These  protracted 
debates  at  this  stage  of  the  session  were  certainly 
out  of  order,  and  against  the  rule  of  the  Senate 
which  requires  Senators  to  speak  to  the  question 
pending  before  tlie  Senate.  He  made  this  point  of 
order  as  a  last  effort  on  his  part  to  complete  the 
business  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  Oregon 
bill,  the  army  bill,  and  others  which  were  highly 
important;  and  he  asked  the  Senate,  with  respect 
for  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  if  a  prolonged 
debate,  such  as  that  which  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  was  inclined  to  go  into,  was  in  order? 
IP  the  Senate  should  say  it  was,  he  should  not 
have  another  word  to  say. 

Mr.  TURNEY  required  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts to  put  his  point  of  order  in  writing,  for 
he  wished  it  to  g:o  on  the  Journal. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  was  willing  to  do  so  if  it  were 
required.  He  then  submitted  his  point  of  order 
to  this  effect:  "I  call  the  Senator  from  Tennessee 
'  to  order  on  the  ground  that  the  course  of  discus- 
'  sion  in  which  he  is  indulging  is  not  relevant  to 
'  the  subject  liefore  the  Senate." 

Mr.  TURNEY  wished  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts to  indicate  the  irrelevant  words. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  replied  that  that  was  his  point 
of  order,  and  the  Senate  would  judge  for  itself  as 
to  the  words. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  denied  that  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  inquired  if  he 
understood  that  the  opinion  of  the  Senate  was 
asked  on  this  point  of  order? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  was  understood 
to  answer  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  JOHNSON.  And  that,  I  believe,  is  deba- 
table? 
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The  PRESIDliVG  OFFICER  answered  that  it 
\va3. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  then  proceeded  to  affirm  that 
the  course  pursued  by  the  Senator  from  Tennes- 
see was  no  violation  of  propriety,  and  he  called 
upon  (he  Senator  from  Massacluisetts  to  point  out 
the  words  uttered  by  tlie  Senator  from  Tennessee 
wliich  were  out  of  order. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  replied,  that  if  he  were  to 
enter  into  a  debate  on  that  point,  the  object  of  the 
gentleman  opposite  would  be  accomplished,  in 
which  he  did  not  propose  to  aid  them.  He  had 
no  desire  to  go  into  any  metaphysical  views, 
aware,  as  he  was,  that  if  he  were  to  engage  with 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  in  a  contest  of 
that  character,  he  should  be  involved  in  a  maze 
from  which  there  would  be  little  probability  of 
extrication  before  the  hour  of  adjournment  would 
terminate  the  session. 

Mr.  TURNEY  said,  the  object  was  to  gag  him; 
and  he  desired  to  know  if  there  was  any  rule  to 
limit  debate  at  the  close  of  the  session  which  did 
notexi.'^t  at  its  beginning.'  If  there  was,  he  begged 
to  be  referred  to  it. 

Mr.  FOOTE  said,  he  was  very  much  surprised 
to  hear  such  language  fall  from  the  lips  of  the 
Senator  from  Massdchusetts.  That  Senator  had 
brought  a  very  serious  charge  against  Senators 
who  were  as  respectable  as  himself.  He  had 
charged  them  with  some  improper  purpose  in  dis- 
cussing this  resolution;  he  had  undertaken  to  say 
that,  if  he  rose  in  his  place  to  answer  the  question 
of  tlie  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Cal- 
iiouK,]  the  purpose  of  Senators  would  be  as  fully 
accomplished  as  if  this  discussion  were  permitted 
to  go  on.  Now,  what  was  that  at  which  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts  darkly  hin;ed?  Did  the 
Senator  sup|iose,  or  had  any  one  declared,  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  any  Senator  on  this  floor  thus 
to  defeat  this  bill  ?  Did  not  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts know  that  such  an  accusation  was  made 
against  another  Senator  from  Massachusetts  by  the 
public  press  at  the  close  of  the  last  session;  and  did 
It  become  the  courtesy  of  the  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  Webster]  either  directly  or  indi- 
rectly to  make  such  a  charge  against  others?  He 
had  the  Senator  in  his  eye,  [Mr.  Davis,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts,] against  whom  a  similar  accusation 
was  made  by  the  newspaper  press;  but  he  (Mr. 
F.)  did  not  believe  that  that  accusation  had  any 
foundation  in  truth;  but  he  would  tell  the  Senator 
that  the  course  of  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Webster]  to-day  would  tend  to  confirm  the 
suspicion  which  was  said  to  exist  a  year  ago,  for 
it  would  .seem  to  show  that  in  New  England  they 
were  familiar  with  such  trickery,  or  that  such  an 
imputation  would  not  have  suggested  itself  to  the 
ima;;ination  of  a  New  England  man.  He  did  not 
believe  that  the  accusation  was  true. 

The  PRESIDENT  interposed,  and  called  the 
Senntor  from  Mississippi  to  order. 

Mr.  FOOTE  had  only  to  say,  that  if  he  had 
been  misled  by  the  example  of  the  Senator  froin 
Massachusetts,  he  should  not  i)ersist  in  being  out 
of  order,  though  he  should  claim  at  all  times  the 
same  privileges  that  were  enjoyed  by  other  Sen- 
ators. 

The  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
here  appeared  below  the  bar,  and  delivered  to  the 
Senate  a  joint  resolution  for  the  suspension  of  the 
17th  j'liiit  rule  of  the  two  Houses,  to  permit  all 
bills  heretofore  passed,  or  to  be  this  day  passed,  to 
be  sent  to  the  President,  in  which  he  was  directed 
to  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  [This  reso- 
lution was  the  same  in  its  terms  as  that  under  con- 
sideration.] 

Me.ssrs.  BERRIEN,  JOHNSON  of  Georgia, 
and  JOHNSON  of  Maryland,  having  each  made 
sngKCstions — 

Mr.  TURNEY  said  he  would  relieve  the  Sen- 
ale.  He  had  not  five  word.s  more  to  say.  It  was 
not  his  purpose  when  he  ro.se  to  enter  into  a  long 
(lif-eussiori.  His  object  was  to  cntei-  his  protest, 
and  then  to  vote  against  the  resolution,  first  as- 
signing briefly  the  reasons  by  which  he  was  ac- 
tuated. He  should  vote  agamst  suspending  the 
rules. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  said  he  understood  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  to  say  thut  he  was  through.  He 
begged  to  say,  and  with  all  respect  for  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee,  that  he  had  had  no  desire  to  em- 
barrass that  Senator. 

Mr.  TURNEY  wished,  nevertheless,  to  have  a 
vote  on  the  jioitii  of  order. 


Mr.  RUSK  said  he  believed  he  had  opposed  this 
Oregon  l)ill  with  as  much  firmness  as  any  Senator, 
and  with  as  little  noise.  He  had  discharged  his 
duty  to  the  best  of  his  ability  to  his  counti-y  and 
his  Stale;  and  now  if  this  bill  goes  to  the  Exec- 
utive, he  must  discharge  his  duty.  He  (Mr.  R.) 
had  done  all  he  could.  He  had  been  anxious  to 
dispose  of  it  without  sitting  on  Saturday  night, 
and  particularly  without  encroaching  upon  the 
day  of  rest,  but  it  appears  that  that  could  not  be 
avoided.  The  bill  was  passed,  and,  according  to 
the  course  which  had  heretofore  been  pursued  in 
the  Senate,  when  a  majority,  a  clearly  ascertained 
majority,  had  agreed  upon  a  measure,  it  was 
proper  that  he  should  yield,  that  they  might  have 
the  opportunity  of  passing  it,  and  assuming  to 
God  and  their  country  the  responsibility  of  the  act. 

Mr.  WEBSTER  intimated  that  he  understood 
the  Chair  had  dec'ided  the  point  which  he  raised, 
and  he  should  therefore  make  no  further  effort. 

Mr.  TURNEY  asked  if  he  was  to  understand 
that  he  was  in  order. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  was  understood 
to  answer  in  the  atHrmative. 

Mr.  RUSK  then  continued.  He  said,  the  ma- 
jority had  assumed  the  responsibility,  and  there- 
fore all  that  the  minority  could  do,  except  what 
they  could  do  indirectly,  was  now  done.  And 
there  was  another  important  matter  to  which  he 
would  advert.  There  were  about  thirty  bills  in  the 
situation  of  the  Oregon  bill,  many  of  them  bills  for 
the  relief  of  those  who  were  suffering  in  poverty 
and  want,  to  whom  just  debts  were  owing  by  the 
Government  of  the  "United  States.  One  of  those 
bills,  (and  it  was  one  of  great  importance,)  was 
the  army  appropriation  bill.  He  had  seen  the 
Secretary  of  War  but  a  few  minutes  ago,  and  was 
informed  by  that  gentleman  that  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  proceed,  for  any  length  of  time,  unless 
the  army  a[ipropriation  bill  should  be  passed.  If 
this  bill  should  not  be  passed,  what  would  be  the 
consequence?  Their  officers  and  soldiers  would 
be  left  without  a  dollar.  Pie  was  aware  the  coun- 
try was  in  circumstances  of  great  agitation,  and  in 
a  state  of  highly  excited  feelings.  He  regretted 
to  see  it.  It  was  a  matter  of  very  sincere  regret 
to  him.  But  he  appealed  to  those  Senators  who 
had  been  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  Oregon 
bill  to  cease  all  further  opposition,  and  to  permit  it 
to  pass.  Amongst  those  Senators  to  whom  he 
appealed,  were  gentlemen  who  had  long  served 
their  country,  and  who,  when  they  died,  would 
leave  a  name  behind  which  well  might  be  envied 
by  the  rising  generation.  For  the  passage  of  this 
bill  they  were  not  responsible,  for  they  had  resist- 
ed manfully  and  perseveringty.  He  asked  them, 
therefore,  now  to  yield,  and  not  attempt  indirectly 
to  defeat  a  measure  which  they  had  not  the  power 
to  defeat  directly;  but  let  the  majority  take  the  re- 
sponsibility of  the  act,  of  which  posterity  would 
form  its  judgment. 

Mr.  KING  wished  to  say,  that  perhaps  there 
was  no  one  in  the  Senate  more  opposed  to  certain 
provisions  of  the  bill  which  had  been  passed  than 
he  was.  He  thought  it  contained  provisions  that 
were  not  only  unnecessary,  but  calculated  to  vio"- 
late  the  rights  of  his  section  of  the  Union.  When 
the  bill  was  under  consideration,  he  had  been  very 
desirous  to  see  it  amended;  and  when  it  came  back 
with  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  rejected  by  the 
other  House,  he  proposed  that  the  Senate  should 
insist  on  its  amendment,  that  they  might  avail 
themselves  of  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
Illinois,  and  appoint  a  committee  of  conference. 
The  proposition  to  recede  having  the  preference, 
he  had  not  been  able  to  accomplish  that  object. 
The  majority  had  decided  the  question,  and  on 
them  let'the  responsibility  rest.  The  bill  was  now 
only  waiting  the  action  of  the  President  to  become 
the  law  of  the  land.  They  had  done  their  duty  to 
themselves  and  to  the  country,  as  far  as  was  prac- 
ticable. But  the  majority  of  the  Senate  and  of  the 
other  House  had  spoken;  they  had  determined  that 
the  bill  should  pass  in  its  present  form.  He  was 
now  for  leaving  the  coordinate  branch  of  the  Gov- 
ernment (the  Executive)  to  do  its  duly,  and  act  on 
this  bill  when  it  should  be  presented  to  him.  He 
(Mr.  K.)  was  not  now  prepared  to  take  ground  on 
mere  techtiical  objections  to  defeat  i(.  He  had 
never  seen  any  good  result  from  such  a  course. 
He  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  no  good  could 
result  from  it.  He  therefore  appealed  to  his  friends 
— to  those  with  whom  he  had  acted,  and  who 
could  not  be  more  opposed  to  the  bill  in  its  present 


shape  than  he  was — to  let  the  rules  be  suspended, 
that  this  and  the  other  bills  might  go  to  the  Presi- 
dent; and  let  the  President  act  upon  them  as  his 
judgment  might  direct.  He  trusted  that  course 
would  be  pursued.  It  would  comport  better  with 
the  dignity  of  the  Senate,  with  their  standing  in  the 
country,  and  with  public  sentiment,  than  l)y  per- 
sisting in  opposing  this  resolution.  He  knew  there 
was  a  great  diversity  of  sentiment  respecting  this 
matter.  He  knew  some  gentlemen  thought  the 
President  could  not,  at  this  late  period,  give  it  a 
proper  examination.  If  not,  let  the  President 
hold  it  over,  if  he  thought  proper  to  do  so;  but  if 
he  was  ready  to  act,  let  him  act.  If  he  was  not 
ready,  let  him  take  the  time  which  the  Constitu- 
tion allowed.  He  (Mr.  K.)  again  appealed  to 
those  with  whom  he  acted  to  withdraw  their  op- 
position, and  let  this  resolution  pass. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said,  if  there  was  any  respon- 
sibility, it  was  on  the  majority,  and  not  on  the 
minority.  By  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  the  Oregon 
bill  was  lost,  and  the  majority  well  knew  that. 
They  felt  conscious  of  the  fact,  and  therefore  they 
had  added  all  the  other  bills  to  it  in  this  resolution; 
and  thereby  they  had  assumed  the  responsibility 
of  all  the  consequences.  The  existing  rule  on  their 
Journal  was  a  convincing  proof  that  the  Senate  was 
of  opini<in  that  it  was  improper  to  send  bills  to  the 
President  on  the  last  day  of  a  session,  as  he  could 
not  sign  them  off-hand.  There  might  be  great 
constitutional  questions  involved,  requiring  great 
consideration,  and  the  Constitution  allows  him  ten 
days  to  decide  upon  bills.  But  they  proposed  to 
send  this  bill  to  him  on  the  last  day  of  the  session; 
and  if  there  ever  was  a  bill  that  ought  not  to  be 
pressed  on  the  President  to  decide  instanler,  this 
was  one.  How  long  had  it  been  before  them? 
Some  five  or  six  weeks;  and  they  had  even  vio- 
lated the  day  of  rest,  which  was  not  regarded  as 
a  legal  day;  and  yet  they  would  send  it  to  the 
President  one  hour  and  a  half  before  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress.  That  was  all  the  time  they 
proposed  to  allow  him.  He  understsod  what  was 
the  great  point  of  contest  between  parties  in  that 
House.  The  opposite  party  wanted  to  have  the 
absolute,  despotic  control  over  the  Territories. 
They  knew  there  was  not  such  an  example  to  be 
found  in  all  the  legislation  of  this  country.  They 
all  knew  that  the  Missouri  compromise  would  not 
have  passed,  but  that  the  North  were  anxious  to 
protect  themselves  by  the  adoption  of  the  line  of 
36°  30'.  And  how  v/as  it  on  the  admission  of 
Texas? 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  suggested  to  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  to  make  a  motion. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  The  would.  After  some 
other  observations,  he  said  this  was  the  first  tune 
the  Wilmot  proviso  had  ever  been  attempted  to  be 
carried  into  effect.  He  concluded  by  moving  to 
strike  out  from  the  resolution  all  that  part  of  it 
which  relates  to  the  Oregon  bill,  and  on  that  mo- 
tion he  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  MILLER  said  there  was  nothing  about  the 
Oregon  bill  in  it. 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  then  suggested 
to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  to  except  the 
Oregon  bill  by  name. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  said  he  would  do  so. 

The  Secretary  read  the  resolution,  and  it  ap- 
peared that  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  was  mis- 
taken, the  Oregon  bill  being  named  in  it. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table,  and  that  the  Senate  take  up  the  resolu- 
tion from  the  House  on  the  same  subject,  which 
was  received  a  few  minutes  ago.     Agreed  to. 

The  resolution  from  the  House  was  then  taken 
up.  It  proposed,  in  general  terms,  to  suspend  the 
17th  joint  rule  to  permit  all  bills  passed  and  to  be 
passed  this  day  to  be  sent  to  the  President. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion by  adding  the  words  "  except  the  Oregon  bill." 

Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland,  suggested  an 
amendment  to  the  same  effect,  but  in  more  precise 
terms. 

Mr.  CALHOUN  was  understood  to  accept  that 
amendment  as  a  modification  of  his  own,  and  to 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  resulted 
thus: 

YKAS— Messrs.  Hell,  Berrien,  Borland,  Butler,  Calhoun, 
D;ivis  of  Mississippi,  Downs,  Footi;,  Huuter,  Jolinson  of 
Miiryliinrt,  Johnson  of  Loiiisiana,  Johnson  of  Georgia, 
Lewis,  Mangum,  Ma.son,  KusU,  Sebastian,  Turney,  West- 
cotl,  and  Yulee— 20. 

NAYd— Messrs.  Allen,  Atchison,  Atherton,  Badger,  Balil- 
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■win,  Benton,  Bradliury,  Breese,  Bright,  Cameron,  Clarke, 
Corwjn,  Davis  of  Ma^sacliusetts,  Dayton,  Diclcinson,  Dix, 
Dndne,  Douelas,  Felch,  Fitzgerald,  Greene,  Hale,  Hamlin, 
Haniiegan,  Houston,  Kins:,  iMetcalle,  Miller,  Niles,  Pearce, 
Plielps,  Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Underwood,  Upliani,  Walker, 
and  WeLvter — 37. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  House  reso- 
lution. 

Mr.  FOOT E  rose  and  said  that  it  had  been  inti- 
mated by  Senators  in  their  places  that  there  were 
gentlemen  there  who  were  determined  to  speak  out 
all  the  time  remaining  with  the  view  of  defeating 
this  bill.  Now.  he  wished  to  be  allowed  to  say 
that  they  had  beert  for  some  time  prepared  to  act 
a  very  different  part.  They  had  been  prepared  to 
defeat  what  was  considered  improper  legislation, 
and  nothing  more.  But  he  now  felt  authorized  to 
declare  that  they  were  now  willing  to  yield  and  let 
the  majority  take  the  responsibility.  They  had 
discharged  their  duly  as  patriots  should  do.  [Loud 
cries  of"  Gluestion."] 

Mr.  HOUSTON  was  deeply  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  this  subject.  Having  acted  upon  this 
measure  with  the  best  intentions,  he  had  this  only 
to  say,  that  though  a  majority,  and  a  very  small 
majority,  had  decided  this  question — and  as  a 
southern  man  he  had  placed  himself  not  on  sec- 
tional and  abstract  principles,  but  on  principles 
■which  were  calculated  to  maintain  the  rights  of 
this  Union  and  of  every  portion  of  it — he  trusted 
all  opposition  would  cease. 

The  majority,  he  repeated,  was  small,  but  it  was 
a  small  majority  by  which  Texas  was  admitted 
into  this  Union;  and  if  there  was  a  majority,  it  was 
not  for  him  to  say  how  few  or  how  many,  but  to 
submit.  He  contended  that  he  was'actuated  by  as 
high,  as  independent,  and  as  patriotic  motives  as 
any  gentleman  in  that  body,  be  he  from  the  South 
or  from  the  North.  On  such  occasions,  he  knew 
neither  North  nor  South;  he  knewonly  this  Union, 
and  he,  though  a  southern  man,  would  protect  the 
rights  of  the  North,  and  not  suffer  them  to  be  en- 
croached upon,  as  ardently  as  he  would  protect 
and  support  the  rights  of  the  South.  He  believed 
on  that  floor  he  was  a  representative  of  the  whole 
American  people.  He  was  the  representative  of 
the  whole  and  of  every  portion  of  it.  On  all  occa- 
sions he  would  maintain  that  position,  and  he  be- 
lieved his  people  would  sustain  him  in  it,  for  they 
are  true  to  the  Union. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

Mr.  YULEE  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  following  resolution,  re- 
ported some  days  since  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings: 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  $8,770  be  expended, 
out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate,  in  completing  the 
system  of  ventilatiiig  and  warming  the  Senate  Ohatiiber, 
commenced  and  proposed  by  John  Skirving:  Provided, 
howeuer,  Tliat  the  money  shall  be  expended,  and  the  work 
executed,  under  the  ditcction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

Cries  of"  What  is  it?" 

Mr.  YULEE.  It  relates  to  the  ventilation  of  the 
Senate  Chamber. 

Cries  of  "No,  no,"  from  all  quarters  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  BENTON.  I  object  to  the  taking  up  the 
resolution,  which,  I  understand,  relates  to  venti- 
lation. No,  sir;  no  more  ventilation!  We  have 
quite  wind  enough,  sir!  Yes,  sir;  quite  wind 
enough  I 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  We  shall  not  want  any 
more  ventilation  this  session.  I  move,  sir,  to  lay 
the  motion  on  the  table,  and -to  take  up  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  William  Hogan,  administrator  of 
Michael  Hogan,  deceased.  [This  bill  appropri- 
ates al)out  PCOOO  to  the  claimant.] 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD.  I  rise,  sir,  to  a  question 
of  order.  The  Senator  from  New  York  is  out  of 
order.  It  is  out  of  order  to  make  two  motions  to- 
gether. The  Senator  from  New  York  moves  to 
lay  a  motion  on  the  table,  and  to  take  up  a  private 
bill. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  Well!  I  will  move  to  lay 
the  motion  on  the  table. 

Mr.  YULEE.  Mr.  President,  as  I  perceive  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  is  so  strong  against  my  mo- 
tion, I  will  withdraw  it.    I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  Now,  sir,  I  move  to  take 
up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Hogan,  ad- 
ministrator of  Michael  Hogan,  deceased. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Chair  an- 
nounced that  the  bill  was  before  the  Senate  on  its 
passage. 

The  bill  was  then  pas.sed. 


Mr.  WEBSTER  moved  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  following  joint  resolu- 
tion from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  add  to 
the  joint  rules  of  the  two  Houses: 

"After  six  days  from  the  conimencement  of  a  second  or 
subsequent  session  of  Congress,  all  hills,  resolutions,  or 
reports,  which  originated  in  either  House,  and  at  the  close 
of  the  next  preceding  session  remained  undetermined  in 
either  House,  shall  be  resumed  and  acted  on  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  an  adjournment  had  not  taken  place." 

The  motion  having  been  agreed  to,  the  joint 
resolution  was  taken  up,  and  was  considered  and 
passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  House  bill  to 
liquidate  certain  claims  therein  mentioned;  which 
was  considered  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BENTON,  the  bill  from  the 
House  for  the  relief  of  William  Triplett  was  then 
taken  up,  considered,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ALLEN,  the  bill  from  the 
House  in  relation  to  military  land  warrants  was 
taken  up,  considered,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DOWNS,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
Frederick  Durrive;  which  was  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PEARCE,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  amendments  made  by  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  William  B.  Stokes;  and  they  were  considered 
and  concurred  in. 

The  resolution  which  had  been  previously  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Mangum,  relative  to  the  payment 
of  officers,  &c.,  was  then  taken  up  for  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  CAMERON  moved  to  amend  the  resolu- 
tion by  inserting  a  provision  to  pay  the  laborers 
in  the  Capitol  grounds  the  same  as  last  session. 

Mr.  C.  said,  that  while  such  a  disposition  was 
manifested  on  all  sides  of  the  Senate  to  make  ex- 
travagant donations  to  all  the  persons  who  were 
employed  within  the  walls  of  the  Capitol,  he 
thought  it  nothing  but  fair  that  the  same  generosity 
should  be  extended  to  the  workmen  outside  the 
building.  The  laboring  men,  who  were  exposed 
all  day  to  the  broiling  sun,  were  surely  as  well  de- 
serving of  extra  compensation  as  those  whose 
duties  were  less  arduous,  and  accompanied  by  less 
risk.  He  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  his  mo- 
tion. He  was  desirous  to  see  who  were  the  men 
that  would  vote  against  the  allowance  of  a  little 
gratuity  to  the  workmen  on  the  public  grounds. 

Mr.  KING  stated  that  when  this  motion  was 
formerly  made  he  opposed  it,  because  he  thought 
it  was  going  too  far.  He  had,  however,  subse- 
quently made  some  inquiry  on  the  subject.  He 
had  ascertained  that  the  pay  of  these  laborers  was 
smaller  than  he  had  supposed;  that  they  were  paid 
by  the  day;  that  what  they  received  was  barely 
sufficient  to  supply  them  with  the  necessaries  of 
life;  and  if  they  were  at  any  time  detained  from 
their  work  by  sickness  or  accident,  even  that  little 
pittance  was  stopped.  He  had  also  found  that  a 
similar  allowance  had  been  made  to  those  persons 
at  the  last  session.  He  desired  to  see  all  on  the 
same  footing.  He  should,  therefore,  not  only 
withdraw  his  opposition,  but  he  would  willingly 
vote  for  the  amendment.  At  the  same  time,  he 
declared  it  to  be  his  purpose  to  introduce,  at  the 
next  session,  a  system  which  would  prevent  any 
injustice  or  inequality  in  dispensing  the  liberality 
of  the  Senate. 

At  the  suggestion  of  several  Senators,  Mr.  CAM- 
ERON withdrew  his  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  aVid  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BENTON  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  inserting  an  appropriation  of  ^60  for  the  page, 
James  Moore;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by 
inserting  extra  pay  to  James  Small  wood  and  Mar- 
tin Latruite;  and  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MANGUM  moved  to  amend  the  resolution 
by  inserting  an  allowance  to  Mr.  Isaac  Holland,  as 
compensation  for  conveying  the  remains  of  the  late 
Chester  Ashley  to  Arkansas;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HANNEGAN  moved  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution by  inserting  a  provision  to  place  the  Senate 
pages  on  the  same  fooling,  in  relation  to  pay,  with 
the  pages  of  the  House;  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  question  then  being  on  the  amendment  as 
amended — 


Mr.  TURNEY  inquired  whether  this  resolution 
was  introduced  with  the  sanction  of  any  commit- 
tee? He  desired  to  know  what  was  the  amount 
included  in  the  resolution  which  was  to  be  thus 
distributed?  Could  the  Chair  give  him  the  in- 
formation ? 

The  CHAIR  replied  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  TURNEY  resumed.  There  was  an  extra 
allowance  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  of  |500. 
Now,  he  wished  to  know  why  this  was  to  be 
given  to  the  Secretary?  Was  it  right  to  fix  the 
salary  of  an  officer,  and  then  to  give  him  an  extra 
allowance  of  |1,000?  What  was  the  salary  of  the 
Secretary  ? 

The  CHAIR.     Three  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  TURNEY.  Three  thousand  dollars!  This 
was  about  equal  to  the  salary  of  the  heads  of  bu- 
reaus. Well,  there  was  an  extra  allowance  of 
|500  given  at  the  close  of  the  last  session,  and 
another  of  $500  now,  making  ^4,000  in  the  whole 
— a  sum  almost  equal  to  the  compensation  of  a 
cabinet  officer.  This  he  considered  an  extrava- 
gance which  ought  not  to  be  tolerated.  He  dis- 
claimed any  intention  to  depreciate  the  Secretary. 
He  thought  as  highly  of  the  Secretary  as  any 
Senator  did.  But  this  was  an  extravagance  not 
to  be  thought  of.  He  was  opposed  to  it  for  two 
reasons:  in  the  first  place,  he  thought  ^4,000  too 
high  a  compensation;  and,  in  the  second  place,  as 
other  officers,  who  had  not  one-third  the  annual 
compensation  given  to  the  Secretary,  received  only 
asmallextraallowance,  the  rule  operated  unequally 
and  unjustly.  He  desired  that  some  principle 
should  be  adopted  which  would  secure  justice  to 
all,  and  that  we  should  no  longer  follow  a  course 
by  wh ich  special  favorites  of  Senators  were  lavishly 
rewarded,  while  others  were  treated  with  less  lib- 
erality. 

He  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question, 
and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  UNDERWOOD  said  this  was  to  be  looked 
upon  as  a  general  scramble,  and  be  regarded  it  as 
all  wrong,  from  beginning  to  end.  He  had  all 
along  been  opposed  to  a  system  which  opened  the 
door  to  abuse  and  extravagance.  It  had,  how- 
ever, been  intimated  by  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama, that  he  would  at  the  next  session  intro- 
duce some  measure  which  would  put  an  end  to"  the 
present  practice;  and,  relying  on  that  promise,  he 
had  determined  now  to  give  his  vote  in  favor  of 
the  resolution,  but  it  would  be  for  the  last  time. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment 
as  amended,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Allen,  Badger,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Benton, 
Berrien,  Borland,  Cameion,  Clarke,  Davis  of  Mississippi, 
Dodge,  Douglas,  Downs,  Fitzgerald,  Foote,  Greene,  Hale, 
Hamlin,  Hannega?i,  Houston,  Johnson  of  Maryland,  John- 
sou  of  Louisiana,  Lewis.  Mangum,  Mason,  Metcalfe,  Mil- 
ler, Rusk,  Sebastian,  Spruance,  Sturgeon,  Underwood, 
Upham,  Webster,  Westcort,  and  Yulee— 36. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Atherton,  Bradbury,  Breese,  Bright, 
Felch,  Niles,  and  Turney — 7. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted  in  the  following 
form: 

Resolved,  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  from  the  con- 
tingent fluid  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  the  sum  of$5C0, 
in  consideration  of  his  increased  responsibility  in  relation  to 
the  funds  appropriated  and  applied  for  the  use  and  service 
of  the  Senate  for  each  session  of  Congress,  the  last  and  pie- 
sent. 

That  the  laborers  employed  at  the  Capitol  grounds  he  al- 
lowed the  same  amount  that  was  allowed  thein  at  the  last 
session. 

That  the  sum  of  $60  be  allowed  to  J.ames  Moore. 

That  there  be  allowed  to  Isaac  Holland  the  same  amount 
of  compensation  for  conveying  the  body  of  the  Hon.  Ches- 
ter Ashley  as  was  allowed  to  him  in  the  case  of  the  Hon. 
Alexander  Barrow. 

That  the  pages  of  the  Senate  be  allowed  the  saiue  daily 
pay  as  has  been  allowed  to  the  pages  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  present  session. 

That  there  be  paid  to  James  SmalKvood  and  Martin  Le- 
truite,  the  mail  boys  in  the  employment  of  the  Senate,  Ihe 
same  daily  pay  and  extra  compensation  that  is  paid  to  the 
pages  of  tiie  Senate  for  the  present  session. 

That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  to  Thomas  Clarke  and 
Benjamin  Owens  the  same  amount  of  daily  pay  and  com- 
pensation that  is  paid  to  the  messengers,  the  pay  to  com- 
mence with  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

That  theSergeant-at-aims  continue  in  service  Ihe  present 
force  of  mail  carriers  and  folders  until  he  shall  have  com- 
pleted the  transmission  by  mail  and  otherwise  of  all  the 
books,  public  documents,  and  boxes  now  on  hand  belonging 
to  Senators;  and  that  he  also  employ  the  same  force  at^ucU 
times  duruig  the  recess  as  may  be  necessary  to  ensure  the 
prompt  fdliling  and  sending  oti"  such  further  documents  as 
may  he  delivered  to  him  by  tlie  public  printers  for  llie  use  of 
Senators. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DODGE,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  from  the  House  for  the 
relief  of  John  P.  B.Gratiot,  and  the  legal  represent- 
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alives  of  Henry  Gratiot;  and  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Maryland, 
the  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution 
authorizins:  the  Committee  on  Printing  to  sit  during 
the  recess;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  reported  House  bill  nirtking 
appropriations  for  the  improvement  of  certain 
rivers  and  harbors,  without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Massachusetts, 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  was  discharged  from 
the  farther  consideration  of  a  number  of  petitions, 
memorials,  and  bills. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  BUTLER,  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  various  petitions,  memorials, 
&c.,  which  had  been  commilied  to  its  charge. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  JOHNSON,  of  Louisiana, 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  memorials  and 
petitions  referred  to  its  charge. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  HANNEGAN,  at  a  quarter 
before  twelve  o'clock,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business,  and  the  doors 
were  not  re-opened  until  after  twelve;  when 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives announcinjc  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives had  ado]ited  a  resolution  appointing  a 
committee  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States  and  inform  him  that  the  tsvo  Houses  were 
now  ready  to  adjourn,  and  had  appointed  a  com- 
mittee on  their  part. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  Chair 
appointed  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate. 

Before  any  report  was  received  from  tliis  com- 
mittee, 

The  Senate  adjourned. 


LIST  OF  ACTS 

Passed  at  the  First  Session  of  the  Thirtieth  Congress. 

BILLS  WHICH  ORIGINATED  IN  THE  SENATE. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  John  Paul 
Jones. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Wilson. 

An  act  concerning  certain  collection  districts,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
regulation  of  seamen  on  board  the  public  and  pri- 
vate vessels  of  the  United  Slates,"  passed  March 
3,  1813. 

An  act  authorizing  persons  to  whom  reservations 
of  land  have  been  made  luider  certain  Indian  trea- 
ties to  alienate  the  same  in  fee. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  administratrix  of 
Elisha  L.  Kean,  deceased. 

An  act  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  claim 
of  Waller  R.  Johnson  against  the  United  States. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  George  Fisher,  deceased. 

An  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  to  re^^ulate  the  e.xercise  of  the  appellate  juris- 
diction of  the  Supreme  Court  in  certain  cases,  and 
for  other  purposes." 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of  the  manu- 
script papers  of  the  late  James  Madison,  former 
President  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  to  provide  clothing  for  volunteers  in  the 
service  of  the  United  Slates. 

At)  act  to  provide  additional  Examiners  in  the 
Patent  Office,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  to 
jhe  barque  Canton. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  W.  B.  Slaughter,  late 
Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Wisconsin. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  L.  Dell. 

An  uctexempline  vcsselaemployed  by  the  Amer- 
ican Colonization  Society  in  transporting  colored 
emigrants  from  the  United  Slates  to  the  coast  of 
Africa  from  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  the  22d 
of  February  and  the  2d  of  March,  1847,  regulating 
the  carriage  of  passengers  in  merchant  vessels. 

An  act  amending  the  act  entitled  "An  act  grant- 
ing half-pay  to  widows  or  orphans  where  their 
hu.sbands  and  fathers  have  died  of  wounds  received 
in  the  irniitary  service  of  the  United  Slates,  incases 
or  decea.sed  officers  and  S'lldiers  of  the  inililia  and 
voiunteera,"  passed  July  4,  1846. 

An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Walter  Loomis  and  Abel  Gay,  approved  July  2, 
1836. 


An  act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  the  account 
of  Joseph  Nourse,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Edward  Bolon. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jones  and  Boker. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Blossand  others. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Fernando  Fellanny. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Engels,  senior. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Black,  late  consul 
of  the  United  Stales  at  the  city  of  Mexico. 

An  act  supplemental  to  the  act  passed  on  the  9th 
day  of  July,  in  the  year  1846,  entitled  "An  act  to 
retrocede  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  the  Stale  of  Virginia." 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  compensation  of  Sam- 
uel Leech  for  services  in  the  investigation  of  sus- 
pended sales  in  the  Mineral  Point  district,  Wis- 
consin. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Brownell. 

An  act  to  make  attachments  which  are  made 
under  process  issuing  from  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  conform  to  the  laws  regulating  such  at- 
tachments in  the  courts  of  the  Stales. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  W.  Bell,  a  native 
of  the  Cherokee  nation. 

An  act  to  require  the  holders  of  military  land 
warrants  to  compensate  the  land  officers  of  the 
United  States  for  services  in  relation  to  the  loca- 
tion of  those  warrants. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Oliver  C.  Harris. 

An  act  to  provide  additional  quarters  near  to 
New  Orleans  for  United  States  soldiers  and  volun- 
teers returning  from  or  going  to  the  seat  of  war  in 
Mexico. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Reynolds  May. 

An  act  in  amendment  of  an  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  amend  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  to  reduce  the 
rates  of  postage,  to  limit  the  use  and  correct  the 
abuse  of  the  franking  privilege,  and  for  the  preven- 
tion of  fraud  on  the  revenues  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,'  "  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1845. 

An  act  to  extend  the  provisions  of  existing  pen- 
sion laws  to  enlisted  men  of  tlie  ordnance  corps  of 
the  United  States  army. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  a  register  or  en- 
rolment to  the  schooner  Robert  Henry. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  a  part  of  public 
reservation  numbered  thirteen,  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  concerning  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  in  and  for  the  district  of  Michigan. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  tb  Patrick  Walker. 

An  act  to  confirm  to  the  legal  representatives  of 
Joseph  Duiaillis  the  location  of  a  certain  New 
Madrid  certificate. 

An  act  to  remit  the  duties  on  books,  maps,  and 
charts  imported  for  the  use  of  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alfred  White. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Moses  White. 

An  act  explanatory  of  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
to  raise  for  a  limited  lime  an  additional  military 
force,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  11th 
February,  1847. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  bona  fide  settlers  un- 
der the  acts  for  the  armed  occupation  and  settle- 
ment of  a  part  of  the  Territory  of  Florida. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  to 
the  brig  Palmetto. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Society  for  the  Re- 
formation of  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the  city  of 
New  York. 

An  act  to  confirm  the  location  and  to  grant  a 
quarter-section  of  public  lands  for  the  county  site 
of  Hillsboiough  county,  State  of  Florida. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Cunningham. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jose  Atgote  Villabos, 
Marie  Rose,Fri'.n9ois  Felix,  Marquis  deFougeres, 
or  their  heirs  or  legal  representatives. 

An  act  respecting  certain  surveys  in  the  State  of 
Florida. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Central  Railroad  and 
Banking  Company  of  Georgia. 

An  act  extending  privileges  to  American  vessels 
engaged  in  a  certain  mentioned  trade,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

An  act  renewing  certain  naval  pensions,  and  ex- 
lending  the  benefits  of  existing  laws  respecting 
naval  pensions  to  engineers,  firemen,  and  coal- 
heavers  in  the  navy,  and  to  their  widows. 

An  act  concerning  Spanish  steam  vessels. 

An  act  to  revive  an  act  authorizing  certain  sol- 
dier.s  in  ihe  late  war  with  Great  Britain  to  surren- 
der the  bounty  lands  drawn  by  them,  and  to  locale 
olherx  in  liuu  thereof. 


An  act  to  make  Bangor  a  port  of  entry  for  ships 
or  vessels  coming  from  and  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope. 

An  act  to  extend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  pro- 
viding for  theadjuslment  of  all  suspended  preeinp- 
tion  land  claims  in  the  several  States  and  Territo- 
ries," approved  August  3,  1846. 

An  act  for  the  payment  of  liquidated  claims 
against  Mexico. 

An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  circuit 
and  district  courts  in  the  State  of  Kentucky. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  make  a  compromise  and  settlement  with  the 
securities  of  Francis  D.  Newcomb,  late  surveyor 
general  of  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  terms 
of  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Maine. 

An  act  to  carry  into  effect  certain  provisions  in 
the  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  China 
and  the  Ottoman  Porte,  giving  judicial  powers  to 
ministers  and  consuls  of  the  United  States  in  those 
countries. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  N.  Smith. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gustavus  Dorr. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charity  Herrington. 

An  act  concerning  the  Pay  Department  of  the 
army. 

An  act  giving  effect  to  certain  treaty  stipulations 
between  this  and  foreign  Governments,  for  the  ap- 
prehension and  delivery  up  of  certain  offenders. 

An  act  in  relation  to  the  terms  of  the  circuit  and 
district  couris  of  the  United  Slates  in  and  for  the 
district  of  New  Jersey. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  light-houses, 
light-boats,  buoys,  &c.,  and  providing  for  the  erec- 
tion and  establishment  of  the  same. 

An  act  authorizing  the  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  to  Robert  Purkis. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Millidge  Galphin,  exec- 
utor of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  George  Gal- 
phin, deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Pistole,  widow 
of  Charles  Pistole,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  i-elief  of  Jesse  Turner. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Abigail  Garland, 
widow  of  Jacob  Garland,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Purser  Benjamin  J.  Ca- 
hoone. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Messrs.  Cook,  Anthony, 
Mahony,  and  others. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anna  J.  Hassler. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Welcome  Parmenter. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Currier. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Adams  and 
Company,  and  others. 

An  act  granting  a  pension  to  John  Clark. 

An  act  for  the  payment  of  Charles  Richmond. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M.  Gibson.        j 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  D.  A.  Watterston. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Taylor. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  David  Wilkinson. 

An  act  for  the  payment  of  the  fourth  regiment 
in  the  second  brigade  of  the  third  division  of  the 
Vermont  militia  for  their  services  at  the  battle  of 
Plattsburg. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Grice. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Thomas  J.  V.  Owen,  deceased. 

An  act  to  compensate  R.  M.  Johnson  for  the 
erection  of  certain  buildings  for  the  use  of  the 
Choctaw  Academy. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Lorimer  Graham, 
late  postmaster  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Stokes. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  of  the  brig 
of  war  Somers. 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  liquidate  certain  claims  there- 
in mentioned,  [)assed  18th  of  April,  1814. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ward  anti  Smith. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  V.  Mitchell. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Scantland. 

BILLS  WHICH  ORIGINATED  IN  THE  HOUSE. 

An  act  to  annex  that  part  of  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana bordering  on  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Chicago 
collection  district. 

An  act  for  dividing  the  State  of  Georgia  into 
two  judicial  districts,  and  organizing  and  estab- 
lishing an  additional  district  court  of  the  United 
States  with  circuit  court  powers  and  jurisdiction. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  B.  O.  Tayloe. 
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An  act  for  therelief  of  William  Hogan,  admin- 
istrator of  Michael  Hogan,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Reynolds. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Pittman. 

An  act  to  establish  certain  post  routes. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  army  for  the  year  ending  30th  June,  1849. 

An  act  in  relation  to  military  land  warrants.  , 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Triplett 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Frederic  Durrive. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  P.  B.  Gratiot  and 
the  legal  tepresentalives  of  Henry  Gratiot. 

An  act  to  establish  the  Territorial  Government 
of  Oregon. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Phineas  Capen,  legal 
administrator  of  John  Cox,  deceased,  of  Boston. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  IVIary  Brown,  widow  of 
Jacob  Brown. 

An  act  making  an  appropriation  to  supply,  in 
part,  a  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  for  sub- 
sistence in  kind  of  the  army  and  volunteers  during 
the  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1848. 

An  act  relating  to  the  collection  district  of  New 
Orleans,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Culver. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  James  Brown,  deceased. 

An  act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  grant  a  register  to  the  bark  Sarah  and  Eliza. 

An  act  making  further  provision  for  surviving 
widows  of  soldiers  of  the  Revolution. 

An  act  for  the  benefit  of  Mrs.  Harriet  Barney. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Russell  Goss. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  E.  G.  Smith. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bent,  St.  Vrain  &  Co. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  Throckmorton. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Anderson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alborne  Allen. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  heirs  of  John 
Snyder,  deceased. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Scott,  register 
of  the  land  office  at  Chilicothe,  Ohio,  for  services 
connected  with  the  duties  of  his  office. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Barclay  &  Livingston, 
and  Smith,  Thurgar  &  Company. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Amzy  Judd. 

An  act  giving  further  time  for  satisfying  claims 
for  bounty  lands,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Matthew 
Stewart. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Ralston. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  and  Lindley  Ward. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Mitchell. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Silas  Waterman. 

An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virginia 
military  land  warrants,  and  returning  surveys  there- 
on to  the  General  Land  Office. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  re- 
organize the  General  Land  Office,"  approved  July 
4,  1836. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Bennett  M.  Dell. 

An  act  t"or  the  relief  of  John  Manley. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  Stokes,  widow  of 
John  Stokes. 

An  act  to  authorize  a  loan  not  to  exceed  the  sum 
of  sixteen  millions  of  dollars. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Red  River  railroad 
company. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  Military  Academy  for  the  year  ending  the  30ih 
June,  1849. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  payment 
of  revolutionary  an(l  other  pensions  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1849. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Stalker  &  Hill. 

An  act  to  reestablish  the  collection  district  of 
Brunswick,  in  the  State  of  Georgia. 

An  act  for  the  benefit  of  Benjamin  White. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Perry,  a  Choc- 
taw Indian,  or  his  assigns. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Moore,  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Ellis,  of  the  State 
of  Michigan. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Catharine  Fulton,  of 
Washington  county,  Pennsylvania. 

An  act  to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  service  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th 
June,  1848. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  current 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  department 
and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  the  various 
Indian  tribes  lor  he  year  ending  June  30th,  1849, 
and  for  other  purposes. 


An  act  to  confirm  the  boundary  line  between 
Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

An  act  authorizing  a  term  of  the  United  States 
circuit  and  district  courts  at  Chicago,  Illinois. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  certain  fortifi- 
cations of  the  United  States  for  the  year  ending 
the  30th  June,  1849. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elijah  H.  Willis. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issue  of  a  register  to  the 
barque  Wilhamet. 

An  act  to  change  the  location  of  certain  light- 
houses and  buoys. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  license  yachts,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  in  explanation  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act 
to  appropriate  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  and 
to  grant  preemption  rights." 

An  act  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mail  between  the  United  States  and 
foreign  countries,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  in 
amendment  of  the  acts  respecting  the  judicial 
system  of  the  United  States." 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  William  McKenzie,  late  a  seaman  on  board  the 
United  States  ship  Vincennes. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  widow  of 
Frangois  Gramillion. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jonathan  Fitzwater. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Cony. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Brady. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  T.  Holland. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  ser- 
vice for  the  year  ending  the  30th  June,  1849. 

An  act  granting  the  franking  privilege  to  Louisa 
Catharine  Adams. 

An  act  to  change  the  name  of  the  steamboat 
Charles  Downing  to  the  Calhoun. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  approved  the  24th  of 
May,  1824,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  an 
act  approved  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1819,  enti- 
tled '  An  act  providing  for  the  correction  of  errors 
in  making  entries  of  land  at  the  land  offices.'  " 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Cappel. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  ventilation  of  passen- 
ger vessels,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  civil  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  Government  for  the  year 
ending  the  30th  day  of  June,  1849,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Adna  Hickman,  wife  of 
Alexander  D.  Peck. 

An  act  to  change  the  name  of  Photius  Kavasales 
to  Photius  Fisk. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Washington  Gas-light 
Company. 

An  act  supplemental  to  "An  act  to  confirm  the 
survey  and  location  of  claims  for  lands  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  east  of  Pearl  river,  and  south  of  the 
thirty-first  degree  of  north  lattitude,"  approved 
March  3,  1845. 

An  act  to  change  the  place  of  holding  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the  middle  dis- 
trict of  Alabama,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  attach  a  portion  of  the  northwestern 
land  district  in  Louisiana  to  the  district  north  of 
Red  river,  Louisiana. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Francis  M.  Holton. 

An  act  to  make  Ship  Island,  in  the  collection  dis- 
trict of  Pearl  river,  a  port  of  delivery,  and  to  au- 
thoi-ize  the  appointment  of  a  deputy  collector  for 
said  port. 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  service  of 
the  Post  Office  Department  for  the  year  ending  the 
30ih  June,  1849. 

An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Wiscon- 
sin into  the  Union. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  those  preemption  claim- 
ants upon  the  Miami  lands,  in  Indiana,  who,  by 
their  services  in  the  Mexican  war,  are  entitled  to 
bounty  lands. 

An  act  to  refund  a  penalty  remitted  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  John  Hardorp. 

An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  therein  mentioned, 
[relating  to  the  Wabash  and  Erie  Canal  lands.] 

An  act  to  continue,  alter,  and  amend  the  charter 
of  the  city  of  Washington, 

An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plemental to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  providing  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  existing  war  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Republic  of  Mexico,  and 
for  other  purposes.'  " 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Catharine  Hoffman. 

An  act  to  refund  money  for  expenses  incurred, 


subsistence  or  transportation  furnished  for  the  use 
of  volunteers,  during  the  present  war,  before  being 
mustered  and  received  into  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Farnham. 
An  act  to  regulate  the  exchange  of  certain  docu- 
ments and  other  publications  of  Congress. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  Tennessee  volun- 
teers. 

An  act  to  annex  the  town  of  Essex,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts,  to  the  collection  district  of  Glou- 
cester. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  register  to 
the  brig  Incarnacion. 

An  act  to  amend  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  ap- 
propriate the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands,  and  to  grant  preemption  rights,"  approved 
September  4,  1841. 

An  act  giving  the  consent  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  to  the  State  of  Texas  to  extend 
her  eastern  boundary  so  as  to  include  within  her 
limits  one-half  of  the  Sabine  pass,  Sabine  lake, 
and  Sabine  river,  as  far  north  as  the  thirty-second 
degree  of  north  latitude. 

An  act  to  prevent  the  importation  of  adulterated 
and  spurious  drugs  and  medicines. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  a  register  to  the 
schooner  James. 

An  act  concerning  the  taking  of  official  oaths  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

An  act  to  surrender  to  the  State  of  Indiana  the 
Cumberland  road  in  said  State. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  surviving  widows 
of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  revolutionary  army. 
An  act  to  authorize  the  issuing  a  register  to  the 
barque  Mary  Theresa. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Stale  of  Alabama  to  ap- 
ply certain  lands  heretofore  granted  to  that  State 
for  internal  improvements,  for  the  use  of  schools,  in 
the  valueless  16th  sections  in  said  State. 
JOINT  RESOLUTIONS. 
Joint  resolution  extending  the  time  for  the  erec- 
tion of  certain  light-houses. 

Joint  resolution  expressive  of  the  thanks  of  Con- 
gress to  Major  General  Winfield  Scott,  and  the 
troops  under  his  command,  for  their  distinguished 
gallantry  and  good  conduct  in  the  campaign  of 
1847. 
Joint  resolution  of  thanks  to  Major  Gen.  Taylor. 
Joint  resolution  providing  for  payment  of  the 
regiment  of  Texas  mounted  troops,  called  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States  under  the  requisition 
of  Colonel  Curtis,  in  the  year  1847,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  the  evidence  which 
shall  be  considered  satistaclory  in  applications  for 
bounty  land. 

Joint  resolution  relative  to  evidence  in  applica- 
tions for  pensions. 

Joint  resolution  in  relation  to  the  transportation 
and  discharge  of  the  military  forces  of  the  United 
States  at  the  close  of  the  war  with  Mexico. 

Joint  resolution  disposing  of  two  brass  field- 
pieces  captured  at  the  battle  of  Bennington,  in  1777. 
Joint  resolution  to  change  the  location  of  a  light- 
house on  Lake  Superior,  in  the  State  of  Michigan. 
Joint  resolution  relinquishing  to  the  State  of 
Missouri  certain  trophies  of  Doniphan's  victorious 
expedition. 

Joint  resolution  concerning  certain  portions  of 
the  marine  and  ordnance  corps. 

Joint  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  officers,  sailors, 
and  marines  of  the  United  States  navy. 

Joint  resolution  authorizing  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  furnish  the  clerk  of  the  several  di.strict 
and  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  with  copies 
of  Little  and  Brown's  edition  of  the  Laws  of  the 
United  States. 

Resolution  tendering  the  congratulations  of  the 
American  to  the  French  people. 

Resolution  to  sanction  an  agreement  made  be- 
tween the  Wyandots  and  the  Delawares,  for  the 
purchase  of  certain  lands  by  the  former  of  the 
latter  tribe  of  Indians. 

Resolution  authorizing  the  presentation  to  the 
Government  of  France  of  a  series  of  the  standard 
weights  and  measures  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Resolution  to  explain  an  act  passed  24th  June, 
1848,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  W.  B. 
Slaughter,  late  Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Wis- 
consin." 

Resolution  in  relation  to  the  naval  pension  of 
John  McGarr. 
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Resolution  authorizing  the  submission  of  certain 
claims  to  arbitration. 

Resolution  authorizing  the  proper  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury  to  make  a  just  and  fair  set- 
tlement of  the  claims  of  the  Cherokee  nation  of 
Indians,  ac«;ording  to  the  principles  established  by 
the  treaty  of  August,  1846. 

Resolution  concerning  the  distribution  of  the 
statutes  at  large. 


Resolution  for  the  speedy  payment  of  the  three 
months'  extra  pay  to  the  officers,  non-commissioned 
officers,  musicians,  and  privates,  who  have  served 
in  the  late  war  with  Mexico,  allowed  by  the  act 
of  July  19,  1848. 

Resolution  granting  to  the  Jackson  Monument 
Committee  certain  brass  guns  and  mortars  cap- 
tured by  General  Andrew  Jackson,  and  for  other 
purposes. 


Resolution  in  favor  of  David  Shaw  and  Solomon 
T.  Corser. 

Resolution  authorizing  the  erection  on  the  public 
grounds  in  the  city  of  Washington  of  a  monument 
to  George  Washington. 

Resolution  for  the  relief  of  Betsey  Mcintosh. 

Resolution  for  the  relief  of  H.  V.  B.  Gaither. 

Resolution  respecting  contracts  for  hemp  for  the 
1  use  of  the  American  navy. 


This  sheet  completes  the  Congressional  Globe  for  the  First  Session  of  the  Thirtieth  Congress,  except  the  Index  to  it, 
which  we  expect  to  send  to  subscribers  in  two  weeks  from  this  time. 

We  will  furnish  subscribers  with  any  numbers  not  received  by  them,  if  they  will  write  to  us  for  them  immediately.  Post- 
masters are  authorized  by  law  to  frank  such  letters. 

The  Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix  will  be  published  by  us  next  session  of  Congress. 
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